Mahmood narrowly escaped

PESHAWAR (INP): Deputy Speaker
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa  Assembly,
Mahmood Jan remained unhurt after
some unknown miscreants opened fire at
him in the Regi Lalama area here Friday.
Police said the attackers escaped after
retaliatory firing by the deputy speaker's
security staff. Mahmood Jan narrowly
escaped. The deputy speaker was
addressing a function of the livestock

Fazl calls Shehbaz

ISLAMABAD (INP): A JUI-F del-
egation led by its Chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman called on Prime
Minister  Shehbaz  Sharif in

The

Frontier Post

Islamabad on Friday. During the

meeting, views were exchanged on
overall political situation in the
country. Minister for
Communication Maulana Asad
Mehmood was also present on the

occasion.
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Police Head Constable | — &
martyred, eight e

Regd. No. 241

injured in suicide blast

ISLAMABAD (APP): One police
official embraced martyrdom and
eight others including four civilians,
received injuries after a suicide
bomber reportedly blew himself up in

the 1-10/4 Sector on Friday. ISLAMABAD  (PPI): Islamabad on Friday. Hussain's widow will be

Bomb Disposal Squad and other res- |Interior Minister Rana In a statement, he recruited in Islamabad
cue teams rushed to the spot, cordoned |Sanaullah has said Adeel Hussain was Police. The Minister
off the area and initiated the probe into |announced to award martyred in an attempt also announced the gov-
the incident. A police spokesman said |Tamgha-e-Shujaat  to to save the federal capi- ernment will pay Rs16.5
ICT personnel stopped a suspicious |Shaheed Head Constable tal from a major terrorist million in cash to
vehicle during checking near Street 31 |Adeel  Hussain  of attack. The Minister Adeel's widow under

of 1-10/4 Sector. “As the vehicle
stopped, the suicide bomber exploded
himself,” he added. He said the police
were on alert as it had a tip-off that
some anti-state elements could carry
out subversive activities to achieve
their nefarious designs.

Talking to the media, Deputy
Inspector General (Operations) of
Islamabad Police Sohail Zafar Chattha
said the timely and effective action of
police officials did avert the federal
capital from an eventual disaster. He
said the Eagle Squad intercepted the
suspicious vehicle that was exploded
by an alleged bomber, who died on the
spot. The DIG said as per the initial
reports, two persons including a
woman were seated in the vehicle.

He said all the injured had been
shifted to Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (PIMS) for medical
care. According to the hospital
sources, the martyred police official
had been identified as Head
Constable Adeel Hussain, while
injured included Muhammad Yusuf,
Mehboob, Naveed, Hanif, Inaam,
Raza Hussain, Muhammad Ashir and
Usman. Body parts of the suicide
bomber and other evidences had been
collected from the incident place to
advance the probe.

Interior Minister announces
Tamgha-e-Shujaat for martyred

Islamabad Police for
exhibiting extraordinary
courage and bravery to
thwart suicide attack in

said this award is recog-
nition of Adeel’s sacri-
fice at state level. He
said Shaheed Adeel

the Shuhada package.
He said apart from this a
plot is also being given
to his family.

Following the incident, the police
have stepped up security arrange-
ments across the Federal Capital to
avoid any untoward incident. Issuing
the ‘red alert’ in the Capital, Inspector
General of Police Dr Akbar Nasir
Khan had directed for a crackdown
against vehicles plying without regis-
tration numbers and unauthorized
number plates.

“There will be no permission to
carry any weapon,” he warned, advis-
ing motorists to keep documents of
their vehicles and identity cards with
them to avoid any inconvenience.

He asked landlords to register their
tenants with respective police stations
without any delay in line with fool-
proof security arrangements being
made to tackle anti-social elements.

Meanwhile, Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif strongly condemned
the suicide blast in Islamabad’s
Sector 1-10/4, saying that the whole
nation stood by security forces for
elimination of terrorism. The prime
minister paid tributes to head consta-
ble Adeel Hussain who was martyred

in the terror incident.

“The police personnel intercepted
the terrorists by rendering sacrifices.
The nation salutes their brave sol-
diers,” he remarked.

He said the people of Pakistan
would continue struggling till the
elimination of terrorism.

Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb
strongly condemned the incident of ter-
rorism, paid rich tributes to ICT Police
and the Eagle Squad for timely action
and averting a major disaster. Federal
Minister for Climate Change Senator
Sherry Rehman also condemned the
suicide blast in Sector I-10/4 of the fed-
eral capital. She expressed solidarity
with the family members of Shaheed
Head Constable Adeel Hussain who
embraced martyrdom in a vehicle
laden with improvised explosives.
Speaker National Assembly Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf and Deputy Speaker
Zahid Akram Durrani also condemned
the incident, expressed sympathies
with families of the victims and prayed
for early recovery of the injured.

Technology Exports.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muham

ad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meetig on Information

PM directs early construction
of modern housing units for
expatriates in Capital

ISLAMABAD (APP):

Prime

Fazal Chaudhry and Anjum Ageel,

entrepreneurs had played an impor-

LHC reinstates Pervaiz as CM
Punjab, suspends governor’s order

LAHORE (NNI): Lahore
High Court (LHC) on
Friday reinstated Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi as Punjab
Chief Minister and suspend-
ed the order of the de-notifi-
cation of the governor.

A five-member larger
bench of the LHC took the
decision after the written
undertaking  from  Ch
Pervaiz Elahi in the court
about not dissolving the
assembly. The LHC larger
bench headed by Justice
Abid Aziz Sheikh heard the
plea against the removal of
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi as
the Chief Minister of Punjab
by the governor.

Earlier, Barrister Ali
Zafar, a lawyer for
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi,
argued before the court that
Pervaiz Elahi became the
chief minister as the result
of an election. “He got 186
out of 371 votes,” he added.

“Ten votes of the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) MPAs were
thrown out by the Punjab
Assembly speaker on the
basis of a letter from party
leader Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain, but the Supreme
Court ruled in favour of
Pervaiz Elahi,” he stated.

“Under the Constitution,
the chief minister can be
removed through two ways.
The first is a motion of no

confidence. The second is
that the governor can ask the
chief minister to take a vote
of confidence, under sub-
section 7 of Article 130 of
the Constitution, if he thinks
that the chief minister has
lost the majority,” he added.

“The governor must have
solid reasons for asking for
a vote of confidence. It can-
not happen that the governor
suddenly asks the chief min-
ister one day to take a vote
of confidence in two hours.
The decision of Manzoor
Wattoo case is important
here,” he pointed out.

“Only the speaker has the
authority to call a meeting
of the House. He has to
ensure the availability of all
members of the House. He
can also call an urgent meet-
ing after the notice, or he
can fix a date for the meet-
ing,” he added. “It is
nowhere in the law that the
governor can de-notify the
chief minister,” Barrister Ali
Zafar maintained.

“But he can ask the chief
minister to take the vote of
confidence,” the court
remarked. “But there is a
procedure for that,”
Barrister Ali Zafar replied.

Earlier, the chief justice of
Lahore High Court has
formed a new larger bench to
hear the ousted Punjab chief
minister’s petition challeng-

ing the governor’s order of
denotifying him as chief
executive of the province
after a judge of the earlier
formed bench recused him-
self from hearing the case.
The chief justice has includ-
ed Justice Asim Hafiz in the
bench in place of Justice
Farooq Haider when the lat-
ter expressed his inability to
become part of the bench cit-
ing personal reasons.

A new five-judge bench
headed by Justice Abid Aziz
Sheikh and comprising
Justice Chaudhry
Muhammad Igbal, Justice
Tariq  Saleem, Justice
Muzammil Shabbir and
Asim Hafiz has been
formed by the chief justice
to hear the petition.

Earlier in the day, Ch
Pervaiz Elahi moved the
Lahore High Court chal-
lenging the governor’s
order to denotify him. A 9-
page petition on behalf of
Pervaiz Elahi was filed in
the LHC on Friday by for-
mer chief minister’s close
aide Amir Saeed Raan,
praying the court to declare
Punjab governor’s notifica-
tion as null and void.

The petition made
Governor Balighur
Rehman and  Punjab

Assembly Speaker Sibtain
Khan respondent through
principal secretary.

PML-N, PPP
withdraw no-trust
motion against Elahi

LAHORE (INP): PML-N
and PPP leaders on Friday
withdrew the no-confidence
motion against PML-Q
leader Chaudhry Parvez
Elahi who had been serving
as the Punjab chief minister
with the help of the PTI as
the parties consider it unnec-
essary after Elahi ceased to
be the chief minister follow-
ing his de-notification.

The opposition leaders
headed by PML-N chief
whip Tahir Khalil Sindhu
reached Punjab Assembly
to withdraw their no-confi-
dence motion submitted on
Monday, citing that the
Punjab Governor Balighur
Rehman’s notification to
remove Elahi as chief min-
ister yesterday made the
notice “infructuous”.

Sindhu clarified that only
the no-trust motion against
Elahi had been withdrawn
and the ones against the
Punjab Assembly Speaker
Sibtain Khan and the deputy
speaker would remain. In a
tweet, Railways Minister
Khawaja Saad Rafique reit-
erated the reasoning for the
withdrawal. “Both Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
assemblies are now secure,”
Rafique said on Twitter.
“PTI should perform in their
remaining ~ governments
instead of making failed
attempts to create agitation
and chaos.”

Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
directed the authorities concerned to
ensure early construction of modern
housing units in the Federal Capital
for overseas Pakistanis.

The prime minister, chairing a
high-level meeting to provide the res-
idential units of international stan-
dards for expatriates, said the provi-
sion of modern housing facilities for
the overseas Pakistanis was among
the government's priorities.

He said that the construction firms
of international fame should be
engaged for the said housing projects.

The prime minister said the over-
seas Pakistanis were a valuable asset
for the country and the protection of
their rights would be ensured.

The senior officers of the Capital
Development Authority gave a
detailed briefing to the prime minister
on the housing projects. Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar, Advisor Ahad
Cheema, Special Assistant to PM
Tariq Bajwa, former MNAs Tariq

CDA Chairman Captain (Retd)
Muhammad Usman Younus and sen-
ior officers attended the meeting.

PM urges steps to promote
export of IT products on priority:
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday said Pakistan had immense
talent and skills in the field of infor-
mation technology and stressed the
need for increasing the export of IT-
related products on a priority basis.

Chairing a meeting to promote the
exports of IT products, the prime
minister called for devising a future
strategy to promote IT-related
exports. The prime minister stressed
taking benefit from the workforce of
the country's professionals in infor-
mation technology.

He directed the relevant ministers
and officials to resolve the problems
faced by the exports of IT products.
He also stressed improving the con-
nection of universities and academia
with the IT industries.

Shehbaz Sharif said Pakistani

tant role in the promotion of the IT
sector, adding that such exporters
would be appreciated at the govern-
ment level. The meeting was
informed that last year, Pakistan's
IT-related export touched $2.6 bil-
lion, while efforts were afoot to
increase the volume up to $5 billion
in the next five years. It was told that
the largest chunk of the IT products
was being exported to the United
States, which comprised 57 percent
of the total exports.

The meeting was informed that the
country had the second biggest free-
lance workforce in the world, for
which Pakistan Software Export was
taking steps to use the potential. Also,
the launch of two-year associate
degree programmes in IT is under
consideration to encourage the young
generation to join the field. It was
highlighted that promotion of artifi-
cial intelligence, cyber technology,
chain, and cloud technology was the
priority of the government.

Move to get Af-Pak further hostile

Jalil Afridi

WASHINGTON DC: Certain forces
and lobbies around the world are
working on seeing Afghanistan and
Pakistan further escalate their hostility
with each other or maybe even worse
by going towards surgical strikes on
each other’s land and properties.
These lobbies are motivating
Pakistan to take action against TTP
hideouts in Afghanistan but these lob-
bies are not taking into consideration
that during over twenty years of US
forces in Afghanistan, Pakistan had
these same concerns that terrorists
from across the bordering from
Afghanistan are coming into Pakistan
and conducting their terrorist activi-
ties. At that time Pakistan mostly
accused Indian sponsored terrorist
groups. But now it’s the TTP claim-
ing responsibility for every terrorist

attach in Pakistan.

When Suhail Shaheen, the Taliban
interim government spokesperson
was asked about Pakistan targeting
TTP hideouts in Afghanistan, he
replied by saying that “ taking action
inside a country under whatsoever
name provokes reaction which leads
to flaring up war and distrust between
the two countries. None will benefit.
Only those who fish in troubled water
will benefit.”

Afghanistan recent conduct with
regard to girls education is creating
more and more hatred for the Taliban
government and some senior Taliban
officials even do not agree with their
leadership over girls education. “I am
completely for girls education with
Hijab” a senior Taliban official said.
In the midst of all this some interna-
tional forces are raising concerns
about ISIS, Al Qaeda and TTP hide-

outs in Afghanistan. Which is again
something contradictory to what the
Taliban had agreed to in Doha, that
they will not allow foreign terrorist
groups to take refuge in Afghanistan.

When asked about this scenario a
senior journalist here in Washington
DC stated that any such move will
bring about tremendous reaction
from the Pakhtun populations which
mostly resides on both side of the
Af-Pak region. He further said that
obviously the Pashtuns will be the
ones who will suffer the most on
both sides of the border.

Another journalist opined that such
scenario will make the security situa-
tion very difficult for both the coun-
tries because people from both sides of
the border, look alike, speak alike and
even dress alike. He also said that
maybe some bigger forces want to use
such scenario for their personal gains.

KP CM launches second phase

of ‘Insaf Rozgar Scheme

KP Govt. decides
not to dissolve

provincial assembly
PESHAWAR (APP): The

COAS visits SSG HQ 1n Tarbela,
Miranshah to review security situation

RAWALPINDI (NNI): Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim
Munir visited Miranshah - North
Waziristan and Tarbela on Friday. At
Miranshah, the COAS laid a floral
wreath at the Martyrs’ Monument to
pay homage to brave soldiers who laid
lives while defending the motherland,
the Inter Services Public Relations
said in a statement today.

The COAS was briefed by field
commanders on the latest security sit-
uation in the area and response mech-
anisms to thwart the terrorist threats.

The COAS also visited frontline
troops deployed along Pakistan and

Afghanistan border and interacted

with officers and men.

The COAS commended their pro-
fessionalism, high morale, and opera-
tional readiness.

The COAS said that Pak Army |

remains focused on evolving security
situations and is determined to take
the battle to the terrorists and break
nexus with their facilitators so as to
ensure lasting peace through socioe-
conomic development.

Pakistan Army will consolidate the
hard-earned peace, made possible by
the supreme sacrifices of the resilient

Pakistani nation and Law
Enforcement Agencies (LEAs).
Later, the COAS also visited HQ
SSG Terbela and met officers and
men including the elite Zarrar
Company whose soldiers gallantly
acted in the recent Bannu CTD com-
plex operation as well as Aviation.
The COAS praised their

indomitable spirit, sacrifices, and
commitment to duty in various oper-
ations. The COAS said that SSG is
the pride of the Nation and it had
proved its metal over the years.
Earlier on arrival, the COAS was
received by Lieutenant General
Hassan Azhar Hayat, Commander of
Peshawar Corps.

-1

F.P. Report
PESHAWAR: Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Mahmood

Khan has launched the sec-
ond phase of ‘Insaf Rozgar
Scheme’ with a total cost of
Rs 700 million. Under the
scheme, interest free loans
from 50 thousands upto One
million rupees will be pro-
vided to the jobless people
of newly merged districts.
People in the age group of
18-50 years, who are perma-
nent residents of newly
merged districts, will be eligi-
ble to get interest free loans

|| under the scheme. Briefing

the participants about the
Insaf  Rozgar  Scheme,
Managing Director of BoK
informed that the first phase
was launched in June 2020
with a cost of Rs. 1.1 billion.
In the first phase, 4576 jobless
people have been provided
with interest free loans
enabling them to start their
own business. He disclosed
on the occasion that the
scheme has been proved as
the most feasible and result

| | oriented initiative of the

provincial government adding

that 90 percent recovery of the
loans, provided in the first
phase, has been made. Under
the second phase of the
scheme, additional 3,000 job-
less people would get interest
free loans for initiating their
own business.

The Chief Minister has
extended his profound felici-
tations to the relevant stake-
holders on the successful
completion of the first phase
as well as launching of the
second phase of Insaf Rozgar
Scheme. He said that Insaf
Rozgar scheme is undoubt-
edly poor friendly initiative
of the provincial government
which has resulted in provid-
ing self-employment oppor-
tunities to the jobless citizens
of the merged areas.

The Chief Minister main-
tained that incumbent gov-
ernment has gone all out to
promote employment oppor-
tunities in the province with
special focus on newly
merged tribal areas. In this
regard, Insaf Rozgar scheme
is one of the important initia-
tives taken by the provincial
government. Mahmood
Khan made it clear that it has
been the top most priority of

his government to address
the long standing depriva-
tions of tribal people. Despite
numerous challenges, work
on welfare and developmen-
tal activities are in full swing
in the merged districts. On
completion of the ongoing
projects, people will feel a
positive change in their life
style, he concluded.

KP CM visits CMH:
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Mahmood Khan
visited  the  Combined
Military Hospital (CMH)
Peshawar on Friday and
inquired about the health of
the security personnel injured
during operation in CTD
Complex Bannu.

The chief minister met
with officers and jawans of
Pakistan Army and inquired
about their health and appre-
ciated their courage and val-
our. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa while
paying tribute to bravery and
of security personnel said
that he is proud of jawans. He
said that the Pakistan Army
has rendered matchless sacri-
fices for the protection and
security of the people.

Khyber Pakthunkhwa gov-
ernment has decided not to
dissolve the  provincial
assembly on Friday. Reliable
sources in PTI told APP that
Khyber Pakthunkhwa gov-
ernment was analyzing the
political situation after the
de-notification of the Chief
Minister Punjab Pervez Elahi
and has not yet prepared
advice for dissolution of KP
assembly by the Chief
Minister Mahmood Khan.
“The KP assembly was not
being dissolved today,” the
sources reiterated. Earlier,
the Chief Minister Mahmood
Khan told the media that the
advice of the KP Assembly’s
dissolution would be sent to
the Governor KP after
receiving orders from PTI
Chairman Imran Khan.

Imran Khan had
announced the dissolution of
KP and Punjab Assembly on
Friday (today) during his
address to party workers on
Saturday last. Ikhtair Wali,
PMLN KP spokesman and
member provincial assembly
told APP that it would be yet
another u turn on part of Imran
Khan if the KP assembly was
not dissolved today.
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CM launches ambulance, fire,
Urban Search & Rescue, water
Rescue Services thru 1122

KARACHI (NNI): Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has
said that the State-of-the-Art Central
Command & Control (CC&C) has
been established in Karachi to pro-
vide Ambulatory services, Fire
Services, Urban Search & Rescue
Services, Water Rescue Services
through one number 1122.

"It's the very First-time govern-
ment-owned Emergency Rescue
service launched in the province."

This he said on Friday while talk-
ing to the media just after inaugurat-
ing the headquarters of Sindh
Emergency Service, Rescue 1122,
and its Central Command and
Control at Gulshan-e-Igbal. He was
accompanied by his advisors Rasool
Bux Chandio and Murtaza Wahab.

The CM said that state-of-the Art
post-medical health facilities have
been established in 4 districts of
Karachi and one in Larkana along
with the establishment of Rescue sta-
tions. "The central command & con-
trol is established in Karachi and the
Ambulatory Service, Fire Service,
Urban Search & Rescue Service, and
Water Rescue Service shall be pro-
vided through one number 1122," he
said. He said that the Water Rescue
Service would deal with the issues of
urban flooding and the plan was
underway to integrate police emer-
gency service into Rescue 1122.

Mr. Shah said that the 1122 service
was working in all districts of
Karachi, Larkana, Thatta, Sujawal,
Qambar-Shahdadkot, and Hyderabad
and it would be launched in District
Badin within the next two days. He

added that 12 districts would be
added to Sindh Emergency Service
Rescue 1122.

Murad Ali Shah announced that
the Rescue service would also be
established on main highways after
every 50 km for which locations have
already been identified where work
was in progress.

The CM said that the first batch of
107 cadets was provided with spe-
cialized rescue training from Punjab,
and another batch of 315 cadets was
under training. "These are purely
technical positions," he said and
added the Sindh Emergency Service
Rescue-1122 was modeled after suc-
cessful emergency services elsewhere
in Pakistan.

He said that he himself dialed the
1122 number from his mobile phone
and lodged a complaint about the fire
in the Sadar area and the operator
asked him the location. He added that
he has advised the Central Command
and Control administration to
update/upgrade the 1122 Service soft-
ware so that the location of the com-
plainer could automatically start
reflecting on the screen. "In this way,
fake complaints could automatically
be identified, and genuine complaints
would be addressed at the earliest
without  indulging unnecessary
queries with the complainer.

Q&A: In reply to a question, the
chief minister said that Muttahida
was not a coalition partner of his gov-
ernment, but we have developed a
good working relationship. He added
that MQM leaders have no issue with
his government but one of them

might have some reservations indi-
vidually on which the media should
not waste its time.

To another question, Murad Ali
Shah said that the Governor [of
Punjab] under Article 130(7) of the
constitution has the power to call the
assembly session for the chief minis-
ter to take a vote of confidence. The
objection made by the speaker on

calling the session by the Governor | |

was not valid.
The Sindh CM advised his coun-
terpart in Punjab to take the vote of

confidence instead of going to the ||

court of law. He added that the chief
minister has to take a vote of confi-
dence to show his majority.

Talking about law & order, the
chief minister said that he had held a
high-level meeting a day before and
had given clear instructions to the law
enforcement agencies to launch a vig-
orous operation against street crimi-
nals. He added that during the last
two weeks some such incidents have
happened the citizens have lost their
lives while resisting the muggers.
"The police have made some arrests
and the killers would be brought to
book at any cost," he said and added
that some of the habitual criminals
have been released by the court for
which he has directed his prosecutors
to focus on investigation and made
the cases strong.

To a question, Mr. Shah said that
Murtaza Wahab, as an administrator
of KMC, worked hard and he had no
need of any official responsibility to
serve the people, but he would be
doing it as a party [PPP] worker.

Court rejects
Dania Shah’s bail
plea in leaked
video case

KARACHI (TLTP): A local
court has rejected the bail
application of late politi-
cian and renowned TV pre-
senter Dr Amir Liaquat
Hussain’s third ex-wife

(NNI): Global Aafia

Human rights activists
worldwide raising voice
for Aafia: Dr Fowzia

KARACHI
Movement Chairperson and noted neu-
rophysician of Pakistan Dr Fowzia
Siddiqui has said that human rights

are expecting good development. She
said after the demise of the mother of
Aafia Siddiqui, the family wants tele-
phonic contact with her.

Dania Shah in the obscene
video leak case.

Judicial Magistrate
Mukesh ~ Kumar  has
announced the verdict
reserved earlier. During
Thursday’s hearing, the
court reserved its verdict
after hearing arguments
from both parties. The
TLTP learnt that Dania
Shah is accused of leaking
lewd videos of late MNA
Hussain on social media.

The FIA registered a
case against Ms Shah on
the complaint of Hussain’s
daughter. The FIA arrested
the accused from Punjab.
During the hearing, Shah
told the court that Hussain
was hungry for fame and
she made indecent videos
as he insisted upon doing
so. Talking to media, she
claimed that the indecent
videos of Hussain were
saved on her mobile phone
but she did not make them
public and was unaware
who posted them.

Children need to
be ridden off the
notions infused
by Imran: Ghani

KARACHI (NNI): Senior
Pakistan Peoples Party (
PPP ) leader Saeed Ghani
said on Friday Imran Khan
was misleading the youth
of the country and the
notions inculcated by
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (
PTI ) Chief should be
cleared out.

He said there was nei-
ther struggle nor sacrifice
in PTI’s chief’s 22 years
career and his politics life
was full of lies.

Highlighting the politi-
cal state of affairs, he was
of the view that the respon-
sibility of sober political
parties increases given the
situation that country faces.

Talking about his party
co-chairman, The PPP’s
leader added no leader of
Bilawal Bhutto’s caliber was
in Pakistan and he was solv-
ing the problems of the coun-
try at a rapid pace and it is his
party’s mission to make
Bilawal the next premier.

UHS 1ssues first
merit list for MBBS,
BDS programs

LAHORE (NNI): The
University of Health (UHS)
on Friday issued the first
provincial merit list for
MBBS/BDS 2022-23 seats
of public sector
medical/dental colleges of
Punjab. The first selection
list consisted of 3047 candi-
dates for open merit
MBBS/BDS seats in 16
government medical col-
leges across the province.

Zamran Ahmed Butt in his address
said that their organization along with
the Norwegian civil society is raising a
voice for Dr Aafia who should be doled
out. He said for the last twenty years,
Dr Aafia has been facing inhuman
atrocities and her fundamental human
rights are being violated and this should
end now for good.

He assured full cooperation on
behalf of his organization for the cause
of Aafia.

Later, Zamran Ahmed accompanied
by Dr Fowzia Siddiqui, the son of
Aafia, Ahmed, Pasban Democratic
Party (PDP) chairman Altaf Shakoor
and volunteers of Aafia Movement vis-
ited the grave of the mother of Aafia
Siddiqui, Late Ismat Siddiqui, and
offered Fatiha.

activists and justice loving people
worldwide have been raising voice for
the detained Pakistani mother, Dr Aafia
Siddiqui while for the Pakistani masses
release of Aafia is a sacred cause.

Addressing a reception at her resi-
dence hosted in honour of Justice for
Aafia Norway chapter head Zamran
Ahmed Butt, she said if there is an apa-
thy in case of Aafia it is only present in
the corridors of power.

She said that she is hopeful that the
government of Pakistan in the light of
the orders of the Islamabad High Court
would take serious steps to ensure the
health and safety of Aafia besides her
early release.

She said that she hopes that IHC will
dole justice to the family of Aafia. She
said that during the next hearing they

409 projects of Rs100m
approved to resolve PU’s
SOC10-€CoNnOmicC 1Ssues

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
University Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr Asghar
Zaidi on Friday approved
as many as 409 research
projects worth 100 million
rupees to solve socio-eco-
nomic problems of the
country and society and

Academic Staff
Association President Prof
Dr Azhar Naeem and
Secretary Dr Amjad Abbas
Magsi have thanked the
Vice Chancellor for expe-
diting the whole process,
which was meant for pro-
motion of research culture

that no nation could
progress without spending
required money on
education.

The PU VC said that
funding of these research
projects would also pro-
mote research culture in
the university.
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LAHORE: Constructton work is going on Sumanabad Underpass.

LAHORE (INP): Adv1sor
to Prime Minister
Kashmir  Affairs and
Gilgit-Baltistan Qamar
Zaman Kaira has said that
Pervaiz Elahi should
prove majority in the
Punjab Assembly (PA).

He was addressing a
press conference after
attending a ceremony at
the Pakistan Peoples
Party Lahore President
Ch Aslam Gill's residence
while Senior Minister
Sindh Nasir Shah and
PPP  Central Punjab
General Secretary Syed
Hassan Murtaza were
also present.

He said Pakistan
Tehreeki-i-Insaf  (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan
and his companions were
being exposed, adding
that elections for the
chief minister Punjab
would be held soon. He
said that the assembly
session for obtaining vote
of confidence could be
held at any time.

Kaira said that the gov-

Pervaiz Elahi should prove
majorlty 1n PA Kaira

EW

ernment never claimed it
would go for elections in
case the PTI dissolved

need of the hour, other-
wise, the country had to
face severe financial

instead of provincial
funds, adding that the
infrastructure in Thar had

two assemblies. He said
inflation had increased
due to impact of interna-
tional financial crunch,
adding that continuity of
the IMF programme was

effects. To a question, he
said that the Federal gov-
ernment supported the
flood-affectees by cutting
the public sector develop-
ment programme funds

been improved.

He said continuity of
the democratic process
would strengthen institu-
tions and democracy in
the country.

KARACHI
Administrator
Syed Saifur
Friday said that illegal
hydrants have been demol-
ished during a major opera-
tion near Jail Chowrangi fly-
over. "The KMC store built
under the flyover has also
been demolished and all the
walls built under the flyover
were removed.

The operation launched at
Jail Chowrangi will continue
till the encroachments are
cleared," the Administrator
said this while supervising
the grand operation conduct-
ed by Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation on Thursday
night against encroachments
near Jail Chowrangi.

Dr. Syed Saifur Rehman
said that the work of estab-
lishing a park and urban for-
est has been started on the

(APP):
Karachi Dr.
Rehman on

vacated area. He said that
according to the Supreme
Court's judgment, encroach-
ments cannot be established
under bridges and flyovers.

Administrator Karachi Dr.
Syed Saifur Rehman reached
Jail Chowrangi late at night
and personally supervised the
operation.

He said that water was

stolen during the night hours,
robbing the rights of the citi-
zens which cannot be tolerat-
ed under any circumstances.

He said that encroach-
ment is a bad mark on the
forehead of the city, so the
encroachment mafia cannot
be allowed to set foot any-
where in the city. Dr. Syed
Saifur Rahman inspected

Illegal hydrants demolished near Jail
Chowrangi flyover: Saifur Rehman

the Jail Chowrangi flyover
and the surrounding areas
after the encroachment
removal and gave the nec-
essary instructions to the
concerned officers.

He said that this place
should be continuously mon-
itored so that in the future any
encroachments will not be
established here.

Driver
(BPS-06)

18-40

VACANCY ANNOUNGEMENT

A reputed public sector organization of the Govt. of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
invites applications from suitable candidates / domiciled in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa for the following position:-

Age (years)| No of vacancies

Qualification and Experience

e Literate having valid Light Transport
Vehicle(LTV) Driving License issued

01

by the competent authority:

® Provided that preference shall be
given to those who have vast
experience in driving, repair and
maintenance of vehicles.

create new knowledge in
the relevant fields.

In a press statement, Dr
Asghar Zaidi said that this
initiative would not only
promote research culture
but also help add new stud-
ies in the existing body of
knowledge.

He said that it was the
era of knowledge economy
and the nations who were
spending on research were
ruling the world. Punjab
University Vice Chancellor
Prof Dr Asghar Zaidisaid

Punjab University Vice
Chancellor  Prof Dr
Asghar Zaidisaid that
research funding would
increase the research
capabilities of teachers
and students. According
to the notification, lectur-
ers/assistant professors
would be able to spend Rs
200,000, associate profes-
sors Rs 250,000 and pro-
fessors Rs 300,000
against their approved
research projects.

Punjab University

in Punjab University.
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

IRRIGATION DIVISION DISTRICT KHYBER
E-mail: xen.irr.khy@amail.com Phone No. 091-5820090
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CORRIGENDUM

(l? Aﬁ/.'}

Reference to our Tender Notice for the work “Construction of &-F"Uﬁ’//kf‘:’d/'”
Irrigation tube wells / Lift Irrigation Schemes and Solarization of o d 5. a0
existing Irrigation Tube Wells in Merged Areas (ADP / AIP No. >
2280/210588/2022-23)" and Solarization of Existing Irrigation Jjﬁ 50410
Tube Wells in Tribal District [MA] (ADP No. 2210/192017- X *
190092/2022-23)", the following amendments / corrections may A 32407
kindly be noted: .

01.For NIT bearing No. INF(P) 6931/22, published in daily (04250

TN L.

2
S 3
4

Mashriq dated: 10-12-2022.
a. Last date of submission of Bids is 05.01.2023 at 12:00

it ’/ngﬁr?

gﬁg{la)oaga will be opened on the same day i.e. 05.01.2023 05-01-2023 -:ZM? ST Ja’. )U s lelsi# 1
Note: All Terms and Conditions remain same and can be ||} 10-01-2023 -:J},/i4z,t;/¢uu;ich)J&“/ o -2
downloaded from website (www.irrigation.gkp.pk) 16-01-2023 i !/d/d'r L 3

Executive Engineer |} e u"ﬁ’ Y (G Gy ph 4

Irrigation Division, District Khyber
Near Jamrud Civil Hospital, Jamrud Tehsil
District Khyber
(Contact No. 091-5820090)

INF(P)# 7149/22, The Frontier Post Peshawar, Date: 24-12-22

' oy TMACE) AT

2y

Terms and Conditions:

1. Application along with CV, attested copies of the academic documents/ experience
certificates, CNIC and 2 passport size recent photographs must reach on the below
mentioned P.0. Box latest within 15 days of the publication of the advertisement.

2. Applicants working in Govt, Semi Govt and Autonamous Bodies shall apply through
proper channel and shall produce NOC of their employer’s.

3. Only short-listed candidates will be called for test / interview.

4. Applications received after due date will not be entertained.

5. The Management reserves the right to accept / reject any application without
assigning any reason.

6. No. TA/DA will be permissible / paid for test / interview.

Address: P.0. BOX # 642, GPO Peshawar Cantt, Peshawar.

INF(P}#7139/22

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA

INFORMATION Sy UiSupdualiilly Sy i3 1 75 7R
TECHNOLOGY BOARD lgg T2 sl = agSs s_& §
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Plot No: 134, 135 & 1386, Industrial Estate Phase V, Hayatabad, Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan
091-5891513, 091-5891516, Fax: 091-5891511 info@kpitb.gov.pk [ W kpitbgov R www.kpith.gou.pk

TENDER NOTICE

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Technology Board (KPITB) invites sealed bids along with 2% bid security
of the total quoted price from reputed bidders registered with Income Tax and Sales Tax Departments and
who are on Active Taxpayers List (ATL) of FBR & KPRA, for the Procurement of Furniture for ADP
Scheme “Establishment of Citizen Facilitation Centers in KP".
PROCUREMENT OF FURNITURE

Date & Time of Bid Submission | January 10, 2023 at 02:00 PM

3 Date & Time of Bid Opening January 10, 2023 at 02:30 PM

Detail Bidding documents containing eligibility criteria, specifications of items and other terms and

conditions, can be downloaded from the website of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Technology Board

(KPITB)i.e. www.kpitb.gov.pkirfps
The sealed bids prepared as per instruction in the bidding documents shall be submitted to the office of

KPITB located at Plot 134-136, Industrial Estate Phase#5, Hayatabad, Peshawar on or before the above
mentioned date and time. All the bids will be opened in the presence of bidders / their representatives who
want to be present at the time of opening of bids. The bids received after due date and time will not be

considered.
Assistant Director Procurement,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Technology Board,
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Peshawar, Pakistan.
Phone #: 091-9219505, 091-5891613

\_ o
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PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkh‘wa Ma

-

of ‘Insaf Rozgar Scheme’ for newly merged districts.

‘

hmood Khan being briefed on the second phase

Mugam
expresses

affection for
disabled boy

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Adviser to
the Prime Minister, Engr
Amir Mugam on Friday
expressed love and affec-
tion for a disabled boy after
seeing him in the rest area
of  Peshawar-Islamabad
motorway while going to
Islamabad.

The boy in the chair
expressed happiness after
seeing Amir Muqam in the
refreshment area and
desired to meet his
beloved leader. Mugam sat
with an adjacent chair and
expressed love and affec-
tion for him. The boy
raised slogans in favour of
PMLN and Amir Mugam
on this occasion. The
boy’s parents thanked the
prime minister’s adviser
for his love and affection
with his son on this occa-
sion.

Meanwhile, Adviser to
the Prime Minister for
Political, Public Affairs and
Culture Division Engr
Amir Mugam on Friday
strongly condemned the
Islamabad blast and paid
tribute to martyred police-
man Adeel Hussain and
other injured police cops
for  thwarting  terror
attempt.

In a statement here, Engr
Amir Muqam said the ter-
rorists had started a war
against the brave Pakistani
nation and the murderers of
humanity would be dealt
with iron hands.

Elections to
be held as
scheduled

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Pakistan
People's Party Provincial
Deputy Coordination
Farzand Ali Wazir has said
that the elections will be
held as per scheduled, say-
ing that government will
complete its constitutional
term.

By standing on the
basis of culture, he disap-
pointed all classes and
gave Pakistan nothing but
isolation, but now his pol-
itics of lies will not last
long, the people have
understood the false poli-
tics of Imran Niazi, they

can no longer mislead the | [

nation. The coming time
belongs to  Pakistan
Peoples Party.

Drive against narcotics
mafia accelerated

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Divisional
administration of Peshawar
has decided further acceler-
ation of crackdown against
narcotics mafia and taking
of anti-encroachment oper-
ation narcotics smugglers
to logical end.

The decision was taken
during a meeting of
Divisional Intelligence
Coordination held here on
Friday with Commissioner
Peshawar Division, Riaz
Khan Mehsud in the chair.
Besides, Deputy Commiss-
ioners (DCs) Peshawar,
Nowshera, Charsadda and
tribal districts of Khyber
and Mohmand, District
Police Officers (DPOs),
civil and military officials
attended the meeting.

During the meeting DCs
of all five districts of the
division gave detailed
briefing regarding steps
taken in view of the securi-
ty situation and operation
against narcotics smug-
glers in their respective
districts. The meeting
decided for further acceler-
ation in the pace of the
ongoing crackdown
against narcotics smug-
glers to end the menace of
drug addiction and taking
narcotics smugglers to a
logical end.

The meeting decided the
registration of FIRs against
narcotics sellers with solid
proofs and their vigorous
following of such cases.
The meeting further issued
directives for making best
security arrangements in

the prevailing security situ-
ation for the Christmas fes-
tival of the Christian com-
munity.

The meeting also took
crucial decisions for eradi-
cation of extortion and
directed DCs and DPOs for
launching joint operations
in their respective districts,
beside beefing up the secu-
rity of foreigners and for
this decided the implemen-
tation of the revised
National Action Plan in let-
ters and spirit. Addressing
the meeting Commissioner
Peshawar, Riaz Khan
Mehsud directed for the uti-
lization of all available
resources for maintenance
of law and order in the
region and furnishing of
report in this regard on a
daily basis.

KMU 26th Academic
Council meeting held

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The 26th
meeting of the Khyber
Medical University
(KMU) Peshawar Acad-
emic Council was held
under the chairmanship of
vice chancellor Prof. Dr.
Zia ul Haq in the Com-
mittee Room. Registrar
KMU Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Saleem

dean of clinical sciences
Prof. Dr. Lal Muhammad
Khattak, Prof. Dr. Haider
Darain dean of Allied
Health Sciences, Dr. Inayat
Shah Director IBMS and
Dr. Brekhna Jameel Dire-
ctor IHPE, Muhammad
Islam additional director
academics, besides heads
of various institutions and
other members attended
the meeting.

VC KMU Prof. Dr. Zia

Ul Haq welcomed all the
participants, he said that
the academic council is a
very imperative forum for
making important policies
related to different levels
of academics, examina-
tions, and admissions. He
said that the leading and
constructive role being
played by the KMU aca-
demic council in medical
and allied health sciences
was admirable.

Gandapur, Pro VC and
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PESHAWAR: Residet of Adezai chanting slogans duing a protest in favour
of their demands. - F.P. photo

ANP chief
denounces
Islamabad

suicide blast
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Central
President Awami National
Party (ANP), Asfandyar
Wali Khan on Friday
strongly denounced a sui-
cide blast in Islamabad that
claimed the life of a cop
and injured four others. In a
message issued from Bacha
Khan Markaz here, the
ANP chief said the gravity
of the situation could be
asserted from the terrorists’
entry into Islamabad. All
we have to do now is take
this issue very seriously.

Khan said when we
talked about terrorism in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, no
one took it seriously. The
terrorists, he said reorgan-
ized themselves in the last
three years adding that
sadly today the terrorists
were even carrying out
attacks in Islamabad.

He said I had warned the
KP government that terror-
ists have their roots in the
province and people were
in fear of terror attacks but
no tangible steps were
taken to rectify the situa-

tion. If the decisions made ||

after the APS attack in
Peshawar, were not imple-
mented in letter and spirit
then God forbid the situa-

tion may aggravate. He |

said police were the front-
line force against such ele-
ments and their capacity

building and provision of ||

modern technology and
training to them was pre-

requisite to contain such ||

incidents in future. The
ANP chief also prayed for
eternal peace to the depart-
ed soul of the martyred
policeman and early recov-
ery of the injured from the
blast.

Islam
guarantees
right to

edu for all
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Islamic
cleric and Khatib of
mosque Qasim Ali Khan,
Mufti Shahabuddin
Pupalzai has said that for-
bidding women from
acquiring education on the
pretext of ‘veil’ was
against the teachings of
Islam and the Holy Quran.

In a statement, he said,

“The duty of seeking
knowledge and learning is
obligatory  for every

Muslim (man and woman)
in Islam as the religion
guarantees the right to

1| education for all, without
1| gender

discrimination.”
Mufti Pupalzai said, "The
philosophy and thought of
banning women from
leaving the house may be
a tradition and custom of a
region, but it has nothing
to do with Islam.”

“Islam has not estab-
lished any distinction
between the two genders
for obligatory knowl-
edge”, he added.
“Acquisition of knowl-
edge is an obligatory duty
and this has been clearly
supported by the Holy
Quran and the Sunnah of

the Holy Prophet
(PBUH).

“There is consensus
among all schools of

thought in Islam that the
denial of an obligatory
duty is disbelief. “Anyone
who thinks female educa-
tion is forbidden, is actual-
ly denying a religious
obligation which is a great
sin”, Pupalzai said.

KP Police arrest 806
terrorists, shot 196
dead in encounters

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Police have
arrested 806  terrorists
including 90 those carrying
head money while 196
were shot dead in encoun-
ters during the outgoing
calendar year, said annual
performance report of the
force issued here on Friday.

The provincial police
during the year 2022 have
arrested 62 kidnappers
wanted in connections with
the cases of kidnapping for
ransom. During the year a
total of 81 incidents of
extortion occurred and 158
extortionists have been
brought into the court of
justice.

Similarly, the force also
upheld its tradition of bat-
tling against terrorists and
sacrificed their lives to pro-
tect the people from terror-
ism. As many as 1877

search and strike operations
were conducted in
Malakand Division while
478 intelligence-based
operations were also con-
ducted.

During these operations
several terrorist command-
ers have been eliminated
and elements wanted in
connections with militancy
and extortionists were
arrested. 18 check posts
were established on the hill
tops to prevent the move-
ment of terrorists.
Similarly, a total of 20601
search and strike operations
were conducted under the
National =~ Action  Plan
(NAP) and a huge number
of 129637 suspects taken
into custody while 22416
different kinds of weapons
and 511447 cartridges were
taken into official posses-
sion.

Furthermore, 356958
houses were checked and

11604 FIRs were registered
over the lack of filing ten-
ancy rent form and 1196
FIRs were registered
against hotels for lack of
guests’ verification.
Similarly, 120459 suspects
were arrested during 79940
snap checkings across the
province and 15786 num-
bers of various weapons
and 433786 cartridges
were also recovered from
them.

The provincial police
have also made break-
through in  operation
against narcotics through
Narcotics Eradication
Teams (NETs) have carried
out successful operations
against narcotics sellers and
recovered 903.645 kilo-

grams of ice drug,
1279.431 kilograms of
heroin, 18841.834 kilo-

grams of hashish, 1381.3
kilograms  opium and
12883.52 litres of liquor.

PESHAWAR: Activists of All
protest for acceptance of their demands. - F.P. photo
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WAPDA 1issues water
position in rivers, dams

F.P. Report
PESHAWAR: Water &
Power Development

Authority (WAPDA) has
issued the position of the
river inflows and outflows
at Tarbela, Mangla and
Chashma along with the
reservoirs levels and the
barrages on Friday morn-
ing.

According to a
spokesperson of the author-
ity inflows and outflows in
Indus River at Tarbela was
recorded 18800 cusecs and
27000 cusecs while inflows
and outflows in Kabul
River at Nowshera was
8200 cusecs and 8200
cusecs while inflows and
outflows in the same river
at Khairabad Bridge was
13800 cusecs and 13800
cusecs respectively.

Similarly, inflows and
outflows in Jhelum River at
Mangla was 8600 cusecs
and 20000 cusecs and in
Chenab at Marala, the
inflows and outflows and
outflows was 5300 cusecs
and 2000 cusecs respective-
ly.

Meanwhile, in Jinnah
Barrage, inflows and out-
flows were 40500 cusecs
and 36000 cusecs while in
Chashma, the inflows and
outflows  were 34200
cusecs and 27000 cusecs,

Taunsa (inflows 37700
cusecs and outflows 27700
cusecs), Guddu (inflows
30000 cusecs and outflows
20800 cusecs), Sukkur
(inflows 20000 cusecs and
outflows 2800 cusecs),
Kotri  (inflows 11700
cusecs and outflows 700
cusecs) Trimmu (inflows
6000 cusecs and outflow
Nil cusecs while in Panjnad
the inflows and outflows
were recorded 6100 cusecs
and Outflows Nil cusecs.

Tarbela dam was operat-
ing at level of 1489.29 feet
against minimum operating
level 1398 feet and maxi-
mum conservation level
1550 feet, live storage on
Friday morning was 2.706
million acre feet (MAF).

Mangla: Minimum oper-
ating level 1050 feet, pres-
ent level 1116.50 feet, max-
imum conservation level
1242 feet, live storage
today 0.705 MAF.

Chashma: Minimum
operating level 638.15 feet,
present level 642.00 feet,
maximum  conservation
level 649 feet, live storage
today 0.058 MAF.

The inflows and out-
flows of River Indus at
Tarbela, Jinnah and
Chashma, River Kabul at
Nowshera and  River
Jhelum at Mangla have
been reflected as mean

flows of 24 hours, whereas
the other flows have been
gauged at 6.00 a.m.

Cold and
dry weather
predicted

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The
Provincial Meteorological
Center Peshawar on Friday
predicted that mainly very
cold and dry weather is
expected in most districts of]
the province during the next|
24 hours.

It said that dense to very
dense Fog is likely to occur
over Peshawar, Charsadda,
Nowshera, Mardan, Swabi
and D.I. Khan districts, as
well as over Peshawar to
Swabi Motorway during
morning and night hours.
The center advised the trav-
elers on Motorways and
National Highways to adopt
precautionary — measures
during travelling. During
the last 24 hours mainly
cold and dry weather occ-
urred in most districts of the
province, while very cold in
hilly areas and upper parts.
Foggy conditions prevailed
over most plains areas of
the province during night|

and morning hours.

Small dams to combat desertification, water woes in Pakistan

PESHAWAR (APP): Desertification
and drought have recently emerged
as one of the major environmental
and agricultural development prob-
lems across the globe where around
two billion people live on dry lands
and their biological productivity was
under threat due to aggressive degra-
dation of natural resources, especial-
ly consumable water in the wake of
climate change’s challenges.

Out of 195 countries having eight
billion populations, about two billion
people in 110 states including
Pakistan and two-thirds of the
world's agricultural land were highly
prone to land degradation, drought
and desertification mainly due to
scarcity of water. According to avail-
able data, an estimated USD 42 bil-
lion of economic loss and six million
hectares of productive land was
being lost every year due to land
degradation, drought and desertifica-
tion in the world, thus affecting over-
all agricultural productivity and pos-
ing threats to food security in the
aftermath of weather patterns.

Dr Ikram-ur-Rehman, former
Provincial Coordinator, Sustainable
Land Management Program (SLMP
Phase-II) said out of 79.6 million
hectares of land in Pakistan, about 70

percent was arid to semi-arid, 50.88
million hectares were rangeland and
only 22 million hectares were under
cultivation. He said around 1.5 to 2.5
million hectares of irrigated land, 3.5
to four million hectares of rain-fed
agricultural and 35 million hectares
of rangelands were either becoming
barren or non-productive annually
due to drought, land degradation and
desertification.

SLMP-II program, which was
started with co-partnership of
Federal and Provincial Governments
with financial assistance from UNDP
and Global Environment Facility
(GEF), has revealed that under-
ground water resources in the west-
ern dry mountains of Sindh and
Balochistan were shrinking due to
heavy exploitation of aquifers with-
out any natural recharge. The
National Water Policy 2018 has dis-
closed that Pakistan was gradually
heading towards water stress due to
shortage of dams, which might lead
to food insecurity for all living crea-
tures in near future.

According to the policy, per capita
surface water availability has
declined from 5,260 cubic meters per
year in 1951 to around 1,000 cubic
meters in 2016 and this quantity

would likely further drop to 860
cubic meters by 2025. It warned that
the groundwater situation was
expected to further drop in the coun-
try mostly in Punjab and Sindh,
where one million tube wells were
currently pumping about 55 million
acres feet (MAF) of underground
water for irrigation, which is 20pc
more than that available from canals.

Terming the findings of the policy
alarming, Ikhtair Wali, spokesman of
PML-N KP and MPA accused the
PTI’s government for its poor energy
and economic policies that plunged
the country into energy and gas crisis
besides increasing an import bill to $
27 billion. He said work on
Mohmand dam with capacity of 800
MW and Diamir Bhasha dams with a
4500 MW capacity was unnecessari-
ly delayed by the PTI government,
resulting in a sharp increase in
demand and supply gap of electricity
and gas that plunged the country into
load shedding.

Had Diamir Bhasha and
Mohmand dams constructed and gas
and alternative power resources were
developed, Pakistan would have
achieved 50,000MW affordable elec-
tricity today. lkram said in the sec-
ond phase, 200 more villages were

included in 2015 under which around
six lakh acres land was brought
under sustainable rain-fed agriculture
and water conservation programs
before closure of the project in June
2020.

“We have shared the project’s
models with KP agriculture, forest
and others relevant departments with
special recommendations for water
conservation, rains water harvesting
and construction of small dams,” he
said. At Komara Sitam in Tank and
Ratkoi DI Khan, he said structures
for small dams were constructed for
storage of rainwater and averting
flash floods from Koh-e-Sulman
mountains range.

Engr Fakhre Alam Khan,
Spokesman of Small Dams,
Irrigation Department said that Allah
Almighty had blessed Pakistan with
plenty of natural sites on its different
rivers for construction of large, medi-
um and small dams. He said Pakistan
was bestowed with more than 24 big
and small rivers including five in
Punjab, four in Sindh, eight in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and seven in
Balochistan with numerous suitable
natural sites for construction of
small, medium and big dams.

These rivers are endowed with a

number of potential sites at Diamir
Bhasa, Dasu Kohistan, Kalabagh on
River Sindh, Mohamad and Kalam
on River Swat, Shalman Khyber on
River Kabul, Tangi on River Kurram
in North Waziristan, Kaghan-Naran
on River Kunhar for construction of
dams. Engr Fakhre Alam said that in
the world, about 46,000 big and
small dams were constructed includ-
ing 22,104 dams by China, 5,334 by
India and only 150 dams by Pakistan
since its independence.

He said small dams could easily
be constructed in a short span of two
to three years while big dams mostly
require 10 to 15 years, adding that
Pakistan would require additional 76
MAF water by 2050 which was only
possible by constructing small and
medium dams. Engr Fakhre Alam
said that 37 small and medium dams
were constructed in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa including 15 operated
by the provincial government while
11 supervised by WAPDA and ten
were constructed in merged districts
having 0.1377 million-acre cultivat-
ed (CCA) and 0.3414 Acres Feet
(AF) water storage capacity. He said
24 small dams with accumulative
water storage capacity of 75,008 AF
having 49,523 acres CCA were being

built in different districts of KP under
Federal government’s PSDP pro-
gram.

Besides completion of Pezu dam in
Lakki Marwat, Khattak Bandhan dam
in Kohat, and Makh Banda dam in
Karak by the federal government, he
said Ichar and Manchura dams at
Mansehra, Chashma Akora Khel dam
in Karak, Sarozai dam in Hangu,
Sanam dam in Lower Dir, Bada dam
and Ulta dam in Swabi were also con-
structed jointly by the federal and
provincial governments. Fakhre Alam
said that seven medium dams includ-
ing Bara dam in Khyber, Tank Zam in
Tank, Shiekh Haider Zam, Chaudwan
Zam, Daraban, and Kora Nullah in
DIKhan and Larzan small dam in
Tank with water storage capacity of
520,884 AF covering 171,748 CCA
besides 31.5-megawatt power genera-
tion capacity were in design stage and
practical work on it would start soon.

The designs of seven medium
dams including Barwasa and Sher
Dara Swabi, Sumri Payan Kobhat,
Surkhaway Mardan, Naki Nowshera,
Shaheed Banda Charssadda and Tora
Warae Hangu having a total accumu-
lative water storage capacity of
13,014 AF with 14,935 acres CCA
were completed.
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38 toolkits
distributed

Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWSHERA: As

ny as 38 toolkits were
among

distributed
skilled workers
Qatar Charity to

vide help for desirable
people to established

their businesses,

Friday. According to
details, Qatar Charity
has providing assistance

to the needy peopl
Nowshera
Peshawar districts

development of their

skills and small-s
businesses.

ease their
activities.

Khan claimed that

nonprofitable organiza-
tion and committed for
socio-economic uplift

of marginalized
ments of society.
added  that

facilitate
people.

9000 dialysi
performed
F.P. Report

SWABI: More

facility under
Sahulat  Program

Bacha Khan Medical
Complex (BKMC) so
far during current year.
A data report released
by BKMC here Friday

said that average of

dialysis were conducted
in each month while
average number of dial-
ysis performed on daily

basis in 35. In Ch

Dialysis Unit, Dr. Tariq
Ikram said that thirteen

dialysis machines

installed that are work-
ing from 8:00 AM to
10: PM for maximum
facilitation of patients.
He said that about 2000
patients of emergency
wards were also given

dialysis facility in
rent year.

Teachers

hold protest

F.P. Report

SHANGLA:

of their demands,

Friday. The protesting

teachers claimed

from last months they
are deprived from their
salaries despite making
Second Shift Learning
Programme successful.
The protestors chanted
slogans in favor of their
demands while arguing
government and compe-

tent  authorities

address their grievances

on priority basis.
teachers claimed

they are working with-
structure
and fate of services to

out service

educate youth of

nation to compete with
They
claimed that deprivation

global village.

from salaries since

six months had made

worse livelihood

Second Shift Teachers.

Lawyers

aggrieved
F.P. Report

HANGU:

of New

Bar Association (D
Hangu
Nawaz,

Khan, Aurang

Hassan Ahmad Khan,
Hidayat Shah, Shaheen
Khan, Jamal Hussain,

Shah Hussain, S

Shah, Khan Emir Bugti,
Zahoor Ahmad, Anwar
Ishfaq
Ahmad Khan while
addressing media forum

Sadat and

at barroom. The 1
fraternity claimed
they were
from their financial

legal rights from last ten

years while added
compensation  di
provided to victim:

2011 judicial complex

blast.
\_

Qatar
Charity provided elec-
trician, carpenter, bak-
ery and other tools
among needy traders to
business
Coordinator
Qatar Charity Sajjad

donors
finances are utilizing in
best possible manner to
maximum

than
9000 patients have been
provided free dialysis
Sehat

Second
Shift Teachers arranged
protest and walk from
Alpuri press club to
Deputy Commissioner
Shangla Office in favor

Lawyers
showed their grievances
regarding construction
Judicial
Complex and claimed
that it will tehsil catego-
ry complex rather than
district category. This
was claimed by District

president
Nadeem Khan along
with Noor Karim, Noor
Muhammad
Asim, Shabbir Ahmad
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SHANGLA: Second shift teachers holding protest for release of their salaries. — F.P. photo

Illegal hydrants
demolished

HYDERABAD (PPI):
Administrator Karachi Dr
Syed Saifur Rehman has
said that illegal hydrants
have been demolished dur-
ing a major operation near
Jail Chowrangi flyover.
"The KMC store built
under the flyover has also
been demolished and all the
walls built under the fly-
over were also removed.
The operation launched at
Jail Chowrangi will contin-
ue till the encroachments
are cleared," the
Administrator said this
while supervising the grand
operation conducted by
Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation on Thursday
night against encroach-
ments near Jail Chowrangi.
The relevant officers of
KMC were also with him.
Dr. Syed Saifur Rehman
said that the work of estab-

lishing a park and urban
forest has been started on
the vacated area. He said
that according to the
Supreme Court's decision,
encroachments cannot be
established under bridges

and flyovers.
Administrator Karachi Dr.
Syed  Saifur Rehman

reached Jail Chowrangi
late at night and personally
supervised the operation.
He said that water was
stolen during the night
hours, robbing the rights of
the citizens which cannot
be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances.

He said that encroach-
ment is a bad mark on the
forehead of the city, so the
encroachment mafia cannot
be allowed to set foot any-
where in the city. Dr. Syed
Saifur Rahman inspected
the Jail Chowrangi flyover

and the surrounding areas
after the encroachment
removal and gave the nec-
essary instructions to the
concerned officers.

He said that this place
should be continuously
monitored so that in the
future any encroachments
will not be established here.
The Administrator said that
thousands of tons of
garbage have also been
removed from Jail
Chowrangi flyover loop
after which the work of cre-
ating an urban forest has
been started here.

He directed the Director
General Parks to improve
the green belts of all the
roads in the city and to
plant saplings in empty
spaces. He directed that
seasonal flower should also
be planted at 28 major
roads managed by KMC.

Preparations for
Christmas in full swing

SUKKUR (APP): Prepara-
tions to celebrate Christmas
are in full swing with can-
dlelight ceremonies held
here at several churches.
Members of Christian com-
munity, including women
and children, will visit
churches to attend the
prayer sermons. All big and
small churches have worn a
festive look to celebrate the
blessed day.

Several cake cutting cere-
monies and seminars in con-
nection with Xmas and birth-
day of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah
would also be held across the
region. The Sukkur Electric
Supply Power Company
(SEPCO) on Friday has also
announced that there would

be no loadshedding. Bazaars
were brimming with people,
who had come to buy differ-
ent Christmas-related items ?
like trees and other festive
material. Loads of women
were also seen on several
garment brands, which have

offered special discount
offers.
People  were  also

remained busy to decorate
churches with colourful
lights, Christmas trees, bal-
loons, greeting cards and
other several items of deco-
ration. Talking to APP, a
group of children said that
they were very excited to
celebrate the annual festival
for which they wait for the
whole year. Children said
that they have purchased

special fancy clothes after
spending day and night in
the markets and shopping
malls as well other cos-
tumes like Santa Claus.

Meanwhile, the Sukkur
police have chalked out an
elaborate security plan for
the security of the commu-
nity, especially during
church services. Over 200
policemen would protect
churches in all major local-
ities in the city and provide
security to prayers being
held outside the churches.
All Station House Officers
(SHOs) of police have been
told to personally visit all
the hotspots and ensure
security of churches and
localities falling in their
jurisdiction.

Annual Gul-e-Dawoodi
exhibition opens

MULTAN (APP): The
annual  chrysanthemum
(Gul-e-Dawoodi) exhibi-
tion organized by Parks and
Horticulture Authority
(PHA) in connection with
winter festival opened at
Qasim park Fort Qasim
Bagh here on Friday.
Secretary Housing South
Punjab Muhammad Asif
Chaudhry and
Commissioner Multan divi-
sion Muhammad Ashfaq
Ahmed Chaudhry inaugu-
rated the annual Gul-e-
Dawoodi exhibition. On
this occasion, DG PHA
Asif Rauf Khan, Chairman
PHA Ijaz Hussain Janjua,
Vice Chairman PHA Malik
Amjad Abbas, Deputy
Secretary Zahid Igbal and
Director ~ Admin  and

Finance Muhammad
Akhtar Mondhea were also
present. Speaking on this
occasion, Secretary
Housing Muhammad Asif
Chaudhary termed the exhi-
bition a good omen to pro-
vide recreational activities
to citizens.

He said,"The winter fes-
tival will help to raise the
awareness of flowers and
other activities among the
people. " Commissioner
Multan Ashfaqg Ahmad
Chaudhry said that it was
need to promote plantation
of useful trees along with
flowers.

He asked officials to
make plantation in green
belts and parks by imple-
menting vision of Green
Multan. DG PHA Asif Rauf

Khan said, "They will con-
tinue providing such enter-
taining and healthy activi-
ties to people of all ages."
He further said that spring
festival would also be cele-
brated effectively like Gul-
e-Dawoodi exhibition.
Preparations of flowers
were underway in this
regard.

Chairman PHA Ijaz
Hussain Janjua said that
they were making sure to
organize the exhibition
every year. The aim of the
flower exhibition was to
show the importance of
flowers along with enter-
tainment and will continue
it, he added. The exhibition
will also have food stalls,
jumping castle for children
and musical night.
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X-Mass cake-cutting
ceremony arranged

F.P. Report

ABBOTTABAD: A cake-cutting ceremony
was held here on Friday at the Catholic Chu-
rch in connection with Christmas celebra-

tions.

Deputy Commissioner Tariq Salam
Marwat was the chief guest on the occasion.
Addressing the ceremony, he said, "Our con-
stitution guarantees the rights of minorities
and all possible steps are being taken by the
district administration in this regard." The
deputy commissioner congratulated the
entire Christian community and assured them

of all possible support from the district

administration.

He also distributed Christmas gifts
amongst the minority members. On this
occasion, ADC Relief and Human Rights
Rabia Sajjad,
Salim, In-charge Sangi Foundation Ab-
bottabad Muhammad Shahdaziz Tanoli, In-
charge Sahil Foundation Muhammad Jawad
Tanuli, In-charge Al-Khidmat Foundation
Jameel Malik, minority representatives,
minority leaders, Tehsil Member Wagar Gul,
Father Rafiq Javed Gul, Father Nasir William
and Father Salim Ghori participated.

District Youth Officer Talal

Murad offers
condolence
with family

of martyred
SSG official

F.P. Report

LARKANA: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah offered condolences
with the bereaved family
members of martyred SSG
commando Saeed Ahmed
Soomro at his native
Koreja village in
Shikarpur district.

On the application of
the villagers, he also
approved a road for the
village, a girls primary
school, gas connection and
also obtained three appli-
cations for jobs from the
martyred man’s brothers,
including Waheed Alj,
Naveed Ali and Suhail
Ahmed and handed them
over to DIGP Larkana
Range.

Shah while talking to
media on the occasion said
that  martyred  Saeed
Ahmed Soomro embraced
martyrdom while fighting
with the terrorists during
encroachment of CTD in
Bannu. He said the nation
is proud of his sacrifice.
He said applications of the
villagers will be imple-
mented about a road, gas
and girls school.

While answering a
question about the recent
wave of law and order sit-
uation unrest, Shah said
that there are some issues
of law and order in
Shikarpur, Ghotki and
some other districts for
which we are giving mod-
ern weapons and technolo-
gy to police and head-
money has also been fixed
on notorious bandits. He
said that some people get
cheated and kidnapped and
they should realize the
seriousness of the prevail-
ing situation. He said that
the police should be
informed about such calls
and offers.

Talking about the acute
shortage of gas and elec-
tricity, Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Shah said
that the previous federal
government's energy poli-
cy was inadequate, mistak-
en and natural resources
were not explored. He said
that for saving in the ener-
gy sector, we have to work
on controlling and reduc-
ing imports.

Provincial Energy
Minister Imtiaz Ahmed

Sheikh, Nisar Khuhro,
Sindh Government
Spokesperson ~ Murtaza

Wahab and others were
also present.

RPO visits

churches
F.P. Report

KOHAT: Regional Police
Officer (RPO) Kohat, Tahir
Ayub  Friday  visited
churches situated in Kohat
and Hangu to review secu-
rity arrangements being
made for Christmas.

He reviewed security
plan and discussed meas-
ures taken to ensure hold-
ing of Christmas in a
peaceful manner. He also
met with Christian commu-
nity members and assured
them full cooperation of
police on the occasion.

He also directed police
force to remain vigil and
ensure peace and serenity
on eve of Christmas.
District Police Chief of
Kohat Abdul Rauf Babar
Qaisrani, DPO Hangu Asif
Bahadur and other con-
cerned  officials  also
accompanied the RPO.

Historical girl’s
school reopened
after decade

Hafiz Aziz-ur-Rehman

HAFIZABAD: District

Authority Hafizabad has reopened ancient
“J/[ government girl’s high school No 1,
Hafizabad formally, which was closed
more than ten years ago situated in the

heart of the city Hafizabad.
Senior officer

DDEO Pindi
Ahmer,

attended the function.
Addressing the

of Administrative
Services and ex-Senior Member Board of
Revenue Punjab, Babar Hayyat Tarar,
Special Secretary Education Punjab,
Kalsoom Saqib, Administrator District
Education Authority and DC Hafizabad,
Togeer Ilyas Cheema and CEO District
Education Authority Hafizabad Javeed
Igbal Babar jointly inaugurated the school.
Project Director Danish School Authority
Punjab Ahmer Malik, Superintendent
District Jail Hafizabad Muhammad Abu
Bakar Abdullah, AC Coordination Ishfaq
Ahmad, DO Abdul Majeed, Headmistress
Nagmana Hayyat, DDEO Nargis Arif,
Bhattian Sofia Jabeen,
Principal Centre of Excellence Shaista
education officers and other
prominent personalities of the city also

ceremony,
Hayyat Tarar said that restoration of this
historic school was a big achievement of
DC and CEO Education and this school
was an ideal educational institution which
was famous for its quality education and
other co-curriculum activities in the area.
With reopening of this school would
provide cheap educational opportunities to
daughters of poor and less-resources peo-
ple at their doorsteps, he added. Secretary
Special Education, Punjab, promised that
building of this school would reconstruct-

the school.
Education

ed and new staff would also be recruited in

While addressing the ceremony and
talking to media, DC said that restoration
of this school was longstanding demand of
people of the area which was being ful-
filled today. He said that under education-

al friendly vision of the Punjab govern-

ment, concrete steps were being taken for
promoting quality education in the district
while dilapidated portion of this school
would be reconstructed for convenience of
the students. Students of the school high-
lighted culture of four provinces of the
county to perform tableaus which was
lauded by the gusts.

One commits suicide after critical
injuring his beloved: A youth committed
suicide after shooting a girl for not getting
marry according to his own wish. A youth
Kashif resident of Kaleke Mandi Town
wished to marry a girl of same locality
allegedly but the parents of the girl refuse
to do so. On Thursday, he shot the girl and
latter committed suicide to shot himself.
As a result of which he killed on the spot
while girl injured critically. The injure girl

and dead body of Kashif was shifted to

Babar

Trauma Centre Hafizabad. Police was
engaged in investigation.

Meanwhile, a woman was injured when
gas slander was exploded in village Malik
Wala near Hafizabad. It was stated that a
housewife was forgot to close gas cylinder
and gas was accumulated in the room.
When, as soon as she stuck the match early
in the morning, on Thursday, the gas cylin-
der was exploded. As a result of which,
she receive burn injures and she was shift-
ed to Trauma Centre Hafizabad. Window
panes were also broken due to explosion.

Number of ‘Dar ul Aman’
increased: Sumera Shams

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: A woman
MPA elected on reserved
seats from Lower Dir Dr
Sumera Shams who also
leads the Parliamentary
Women Caucus in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has said that
provincial government had
increased the number of
Dar ul Aman in the
province to provide better
facilities to the helpless and
oppressed women in the
province. Talking to local
journalists here at
Timergara the other day,
the lawmaker said that ear-
lier destitute women from
all over the Malakand divi-
sion were kept at the Swat
Dar ul Aman that faced a
huge burden.

Dr. Samira Shams said
that the establishment of
Dar ul Aman at the far off
districts was not easy as the
number of  oppressed
women was high due to
which many difficulties
were being faced. She said
that Dar ul Amans in Lower
Dir, Mardan, Bannur,
Kohat and Chitral had been
made functional while the
establishment of such Dar

ul Aman in Shangla and
Bunir were in progress. She
said that the Chief Minister
Mahmood Khan supported
her in the establishment of
Dar ul Aman as her party,
the PTI believed in provid-
ing relief to women and
other vulnerable communi-

ties.
Meanwhile the
Additional Deputy

Commissioner visited the
newly established Darul-
Aman at Timergara along
with the officials of the
social welfare department.
The ADC checked different
parts of the Dar ul-Aman
with regard to women safe-
ty and food and expressed
his satisfaction on the
arrangements.

The in charge was asked
to submit a detailed report
with regard to issues related
to the staff and female
inmates shifted from other
districts. The representative
of the Social Welfare
Department Dir Lower was
also directed to carry out
necessary  arrangements
and deficiencies in the Dar
ul-Aman.

DFC inspects floor’s
mills: In the light of the

special orders of Secretary
Food Department Capt.
Retired Mushtaqg Ahmed
and Director Rehan Gul
Khattak, District Food
Controller Muhammad
Shahabuddin Khan and
Assistant Sultan Rum Khan
made a surprise Vvisit to var-
ious flour mills, official
flour records of flour mills.

The quality and quantity
of government flour was
also checked. Sealed sam-
ples of government flour
from flour mills were sent
to  Food  Laboratory
Peshawar. While Assistant
Food Controller Mr. Riaz
Ahmad Khan and Food
Inspector Mr. Shabbir
Ahmed checked various
government flour dealers in
Chakdara Bazar, govern-
ment flour records and dis-
tribution process were also
inspected, butchers, bakers,
and government flour deal-
ers at various general
stores.

The shopkeepers who
sell at a higher rate than the
list price and keep expired
food items were fined Rs
73500 on the spot and bank
challans were deposited in
the national treasury.

Showcase notices
issued to two TMOs

F.P. Report

LAKKI MARWAT: Local
deputy commissioner Fazal
Akbar has sought explana-
tion from tehsil municipal
officers of Lakki Marwat
and Ghaznikhel, asking
them to cite reasons within
three days for not attending
the monthly performance
review meeting.

An official of district
administration said on
Thursday that explanation
notice had been issued to
both officers of the tehsil
municipal administrations.
He said that the perform-
ance review meeting was
held last week with the
deputy commissioner in the
chair to discuss and review
overall progress and per-
formance of the line depart-
ments.

The meeting took up for
discussion various impor-
tant points and agenda
items relating to the munic-
ipal administrations”, he
maintained. The official
said that in the absence of
both TMOs, the deputy
commissioner as well as
other participants faced
troubles to make decisions
and formulate a mechanism
for their implementation.

He said that the meeting
was of vital importance as
the chief minister’s direc-
tives including cleanliness
awareness campaign, anti-
encroachment drive, avail-
ability of facilities like
waiting sheds, drinking
water and cleaning wash-
rooms at bus stands were
also discussed in it.

“Matters pertaining to
chlorination of water tanks,

disposal of complaints
received through citizen
portal and Marastyal App,
removal of speed breakers
and construction material
from roads, illegal bill-
boards and availability of
facilities at Children Park
in Lakki city and action
against illegal housing soci-
eties were also discussed in
the meeting”, he added.

The official said that the
deputy commissioner also
expressed displeasure over
the absence of both officers
from the meeting as it
showed non-seriousness
towards official responsi-
bilities on their part. He
said that both officers had
been directed to attend
meetings in future and
implement the decisions
and assigned tasks in letter
and spirit.

Christmas Bazaars to be
set up 1n Bahawalpur

BAHAWALPURMUL-
TAN (APP): Christmas
bazaars would be set up
for the Christian commu-
nity on Christmas day in
Bahawalpur where high-
quality food items will
be available at lower
prices. This was stated
by Deputy Commissioner
Bahawalpur Zahid
Pervez Warraich while
reviewing the arrange-
ments for Christmas
bazaars in a meeting held
in the committee room of
his office.

Assistant Commissio-

ners of all tehsils of the
district attended the meet-
ing through the video
link.

The DC directed the
best cleaning arrange-
ments should be made in
the Christmas bazaar. He
said that relevant staff of
the Health Department
and Rescue 1122 should
also be present in the
bazaar.

He said that fool-proof
security arrangements
should be ensured. The
DC that assistant commis-
sioners of the respective

tehsils should monitor the
Christmas bazaars so that
the Christian community
can benefit from this
facility.

Christmas bazaars will
be established in Model
Bazar and Islami Colony
in Bahawalpur and all

other tehsils including
Yazman, Hasilpur,
Ahmedpur East, and

Khairpur Tamiwali. The
bazaars will feature items
like have flour, sugar,
pulses, rice, chicken,
meat, fruits, and vegeta-
bles.
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Putin says Russia wants

MOSCOW  (Reuters):

President

Vladimir Putin said that Russia wants
an end to the war in Ukraine and that

this would inevitably involve a diplo-
matic solution. Putin made the com-
ments a day after US President Joe
Biden hosted Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy in the White
House and promised him continued
and unwavering US support.

"Our goal is not to spin the fly-
wheel of military conflict, but, on the
contrary, to end this war," Putin said.
"We will strive for an end to this, and
the sooner the better, of course."
White House spokesman John Kirby
said Putin has "shown absolutely zero
indication that he's willing to negoti-
ate" an end to the war, which began
sent troops

when Moscow
Ukraine on Feb. 24.

"Quite the contrary,” Kirby told
reporters during an online briefing.
"Everything he (Putin) is doing on the
ground and in the air bespeaks a man
who wants to continue to visit vio-
lence upon the Ukrainian people" and
"escalate the war." Kirby reiterated
that Biden was open to talks with
Putin, but only after the Russian
leader "showed a seriousness about
negotiations" and after consultations

with Ukraine and US allies.

Russia has persistently said it is
open to negotiations, but Ukraine and
its allies suspect a ploy to buy time
after a series of Russian defeats and
retreats that have swung the momen-
tum of the 10-month war in favour of
Kyiv. "I have said many times: the
intensification of hostilities leads to
Putin

unjustified losses,"

reporters.

into

negotiations

told

"All armed conflicts end one
way or another with some kind of
on the diplomatic
track,” he added.
any parties in a state of conflict sit
down and make an agreement. The
sooner this realization comes to
those who oppose us, the better. We
have never given up on this."
Russia says it is Ukraine that is
refusing to talk. Kyiv says Russia
must halt its attacks and give up all
territory it has seized.

Putin also played down the signif-
icance of the Patriot air defense sys-
tem that Biden agreed to supply to

end to war in Ukraine

L

"Sooner or later,

Zelenskiy, saying Russia would find a
way to counter it. He said it was
"quite old" and did not work like
Russia's S-300 system. "An antidote
will always be found," he said, boast-
ing Russia would "crack" the Patriots.
"So those who do it are doing it in
vain. It's just prolonging the conflict,
that's all."

Putin also said a price cap imposed
on Russian oil by Western countries,
designed to limit its ability to fund the
war, would not damage the Russian
economy. He said he would sign a
decree early next week to set out
Russia's response.

Looting, rape stalk Ethiopia’s
Tigray despite peace deal

TIGRAY (AFP): Ethiopia's
allies in the Tigray war
have unleashed a campaign
of looting, rape and expul-
sions, residents and human-
itarian workers in the north-
ern region say, despite a
peace deal to halt the fight-

ing.
Since the November 2
peace agreement was

signed to end the two-year-
old conflict, aid has begun
trickling into Tigray, phone
lines have been partially
restored, and the regional
capital Mekele reconnected
to the national electricity
grid. Access to Tigray is
severely restricted and
communication  services
are limited, making it
impossible for journalists to
independently verify the
situation on the ground.

But interviews with
eight residents and aid
workers found that civil-
ians remain far from safe,
with Eritrean forces and
militias from the neigh-
bouring Ethiopian province
of Amhara accused of mur-
der, rape and other abuses.
In Shire, a town in north-
western Tigray, a resident
described a climate of fear
under Eritrean and Amhara
occupation and "continu-
ous looting and kidnap-
pings."

"Shire is almost a ghost
town," he told AFP in mid-
December, adding that
civilians were suffering
dire shortages of food, fuel
and cash. "Women fear
leaving their homes and
moving out in the open city
for fear of sexual violence."
An aid worker in Shire,
who like many interviewed
for this story requested
anonymity for security rea-

sons, said his organisation
had recorded 11 cases of
rape.

He travelled extensively
around Tigray between late
November and early
December and encountered
Eritrean and Amhara forces
across the region -- obser-
vations supported by other
aid workers. In another
interview in November, he
said "Amhara forces are
engaged in looting homes
and government offices, as
well as kidnapping mainly
young men and women" in
Shire. "Eritrean soldiers
also continue to loot and
abduct young people. The
Ethiopian army (is) watch-
ing and not intervening," he
added.

A resident based in
Adwa, reached by AFP this
week, said a family of
seven she knew were killed
by Eritrean forces on the
town's outskirts in central
Tigray. Last week Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the
head of the UN's World
Health Organization, said
his uncle was among 50 vil-
lagers who had been "mur-
dered by the Eritrean
army." The Tigray People's
Liberation Front (TPLF),
the ruling authority in the
region which signed the
peace deal with Addis
Ababa, has also accused
Eritrean forces of carrying
out massacres.

Neither Eritrea nor
Ambhara's regional authori-
ties participated in the
peace talks, and the agree-
ment makes no mention of
their forces' presence or
terms for their withdrawal.
The two parties have been
major players in the con-
flict, backing Ethiopia's

army and drawing accusa-
tions of vicious human
rights abuses. Their enmity
with the TPLF goes back
decades, with Eritrea fight-
ing a bloody border war
with Ethiopia in 1998-
2000, a time when the
Tigrayan party dominated
the national government.

Nationalist  elements
within Amhara have long
contested Tigray's claim to
the fertile stretch of western
Tigray, and the territory
was occupied by Amhara
forces after the conflict
erupted in November 2020.
At the beginning of
December, a resident of
Mai Tsebri in southwest
Tigray told AFP the city's
Ambhara authorities were
"deporting and expelling
ethnic Tigrayans and loot-
ing their properties". "We
are worried, we are afraid
for our safety and our
future," he said.

"The new leaders have
started issuing identity
cards to residents they con-
sider to be of the Amhara
ethnic group, as well as to
settlers who arrived with
the new authorities," he
added. The aid worker from
Shire, who visited western
Tigray in recent weeks, also
confirmed the arrival of
Ambhara settlers, and said
Tigrayans were being
expelled to other regions or
put into detention camps.
The latest allegations fol-
low US warnings of ethnic
cleansing in western Tigray
dating back to March 2021,
that were denied by
Amhara authorities.

Neither the federal gov-
ernment in Addis Ababa,
nor regional authorities in
Ambhara, responded to

requests for comment from
AFP before publication.
The TPLF said this month
that 65 percent of its fight-
ers had "disengaged" from
battle lines but Mekele
remains under its control.
At Ayder Referral Hospital,
conditions remain "the
same as (during) the 18
months  before,"  said
Kibrom Gebreselassie, a
senior official at Mekele's
main medical facility.

"There is no budget, the
medications we get are
from donations which are
barely enough for one to
two days," he told AFP this
week. A humanitarian
worker in Mekele told AFP
this month that residents
appeared "broken and
depressed by the situation
as well as the general short-
age of food, medicine and
housing"  despite  the
resumption of aid convoys.
Conditions in the rest of
Tigray were no better, said
a third aid worker who trav-
elled from Shire to Adwa in
early December.

Across northern Tigray,
"there is a very serious lack
of medicine, hygiene and
sanitation," he told AFP.
But fear of violence
remains the predominant
concern. Tigrayans have
been "left alone to be killed
by occupying foreign
forces with impunity," said
Kibrom. "Everyone is tired
of war. Peace is what the
people want most. But
everyone is also con-
cerned... lest the peace deal
be used as a cover-up for all
the crimes committed
against humanity," he said.
"Loving peace doesn't
mean letting go (of) jus-
tice."

Arizona restricts farming
to protect groundwater supply

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP):
The outskirts of Kingman,
Arizona, used to be a place
where pilots would train
and recreationists tested
their all-terrain vehicles.
The dry and empty land-
scape has since morphed
into something much more
green that supports pista-
chio and almond orchards,
as well as garlic and potato
fields, in a climate similar
to California's Central
Valley. The crops are fed by
groundwater that also
serves the city of Kingman.

The Arizona Department
of Water Resources this
week put a limit on the
amount of land that can be
watered, designating the
Hualapai Valley as an irri-
gation non-expansion area.
That means anyone who
hasn't farmed more than 2
acres there during the past
five years can't. It's the first
such designation in Arizona
in four decades — high-
lighting struggles around
the US as water supplies
dwindle and tensions grow
between farmers and cities.
Just last week, a board that
advises the Kansas gover-
nor voted to make a historic
recommendation to protect

the Ogallala aquifer, which
has been tapped for decades
to irrigate crops in an arid
region.

In Arizona, elected offi-
cials supported the designa-
tion, saying they want to
ensure residents have
access to affordable water
in the future. Some resi-
dents saw the designation
as an assault on their pri-
vate property rights, and
farmers felt they were tar-
geted as water guzzlers
despite using what they say
is the best available tech-
nology to conserve. “It's
really tricky," said Kathy
Tackett-Hicks, a consultant
for Peacock Nuts, LLC,
which grows pistachio trees
on roughly 5 square miles
(13 square kilometers) in
the valley. “No one is total-
ly right, and no one is total-
ly wrong.”

The  Hualapai  Valley
stretches more than 60
miles (97 kilometers) from
where the Colorado River
exits the Grand Canyon to
the south and east of
Kingman, taking in small,
unincorporated communi-
ties in Mohave County.
According to some esti-
mates, nearly 22 square

miles (57 square kilome-
ters) are irrigated. State
Water Resources Director
Tom Buschatzke said the
rate at which the groundwa-
ter is being recharged isn't
keeping up with what is
being taken out. Without
action, the department said,
one in 20 wells would no
longer produce in 100
years. Groundwater levels
are expected to drop
regardless.

The new designation
doesn’t restrict the amount
of water that can be used
but rather prohibits irrigat-
ing any more land than has
been in production over the
past five years. The restric-
tion doesn’t apply to people
who want to grow gardens
or farm on less than 2 acres.
Property owners with larger
pieces of land who can
show they have made a
substantial capital invest-
ment toward farming also
could be exempt.

Meters will have to be
installed on wells equipped
to pump more than 35 gal-
lons (132 liters) a minute,
which applies mostly to
commercial ~ operations.
The amount of water used
also must be reported to the

state. Groundwater use
generally is unregulated in
Arizona outside of major
metropolitan areas. Elected
officials in Mohave County
first requested the irrigation
non-expansion area desig-
nation in 2016 to regulate
what they expected to be
rapid and dramatic growth
in corporate agriculture in
the valley. The land has
been advertised as ideal for
growing — with little regu-
lation, established wells, a
good climate and proximity
to Interstate 40 and rail
lines.

The Water Resources
Department twice declined
requests for the designation
before agreeing to consider
it this year because new
data was available. The
department held public
hearings and solicited com-
ments before Buschatzke
signed off on the designa-
tion. Mohave County
Supervisor Jean Bishop
said the rapid growth in
farming changed the per-
spective that the aquifer can
produce indefinitely. She
said she appreciates techno-
logical advances in farming
but said it's still unsustain-
able over the long term.

Kosovo asks
NATO to

airlift a Serb

detainee

PRISTINA (Reuters):
Kosovo has asked NATO
troops to airlift a former
Serb policeman who was
detained two weeks ago but
could not be transferred
elsewhere because local
Serbs  demanding  his
release set up barricades to
prevent him being moved.
Dejan Pantic was arrested
on Dec. 10 on charges of
assaulting serving police
officers during a previous
protest.

Tensions have been run-
ning high since then as
thousands of Kosovo Serbs
protest, demanding the
country's Albanian-majori-
ty government pulls its
police force out of the
north, where the Serb
minority is concentrated.
Local Serbs, who number
around 50,000 in northern
Kosovo, reiterated at a
protest that they would not
remove the roadblocks
unless Pantic is released.

"He (Pantic) should be
in a detention center and
not in a police station and
that's why we have asked
our international partners to
transfer him in an adequate
facility," Interior Minister
Xhelal Svecla told a news
conference in Mitrovica,
just a few kilometers away
from the first barricade.
NATO's mission in
Kosovo, KFOR, is the only
force that has helicopters.
Kosovo has no helicopters
and would need NATO's
permission to hire one.

KFOR has already air-
lifted nine police officers in
recent days who were ill
but unable to get out of the
area after the roads were
blocked. The NATO force,
which has more than 3,000
troops on the ground, said
the KFOR commander is
the sole authority to decide
over Kosovo's airspace.
"Every request that has
been refused was because,
as in the current situation,
there were not the needed
security conditions,"
KFOR said in a written
statement to Reuters with-
out saying what request has
been refused.

Svecla said his police
force could remove the bar-
ricades but that he wanted
local Serbs or NATO troops
to remove them. "For the
sake of stability we are
waiting for them to be
removed by those who set
them up or KFOR, but even
waiting has its end," he said.
Kosovo's government has
previously said people at the
barricades are armed and
any police intervention
could harm people from
both sides. Ethnic Serb
mayors in northern munici-
palities, along with local
judges and some 600 police
officers, resigned last month
in protest over a Kosovo
government decision to
replace Serbian-issued car
license plates with ones
issued by Pristina.

Migrants
flee more

countries

TIJUANA (AP): In 2014,
groups of unaccompanied
children escaping violence in
Central America over-
whelmed US border authori-
ties in South Texas. In 2016,
thousands of Haitians fled a
devastating earthquake and
stopped in Tijuana, Mexico,
after walking and taking
buses through up to 11 coun-
tries to the US border. In
2018, about 6,000 mostly
Guatemalan and Honduran
migrants fleeing violence
and poverty descended on
Tijuana, many of them fami-
lies with young children
sleeping in frigid, rain-
soaked parks and streets.

A Trump-era ban on asy-
lum, granted a brief exten-
sion by Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Roberts, was
one of the US policies affect-
ing migrants’ decisions to
leave their homes. The last
eight years show how an
extraordinary convergence of
inequality, civil strife and
natural disasters also have
been prompting millions to
leave Latin America, Europe
and Africa. Since 2017, the
United States has been the
world’s top destination for
asylum-seekers, according to
the United Nations. Migrants
have been denied the right to
seek asylum under US and
international law 2.5 million
times since March 2020 on
grounds of preventing the
spread of COVID-19, an
authority known as Title 42.
It applies to all nationalities
but has fallen disproportion-
ately on people from coun-
tries that Mexico takes back,
Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador and, more recently
Venezuela, as well as
Mexico.

Armenia says
food shortages hit
Nagorno-Karabakh

TBILISI (Reuters): The
breakaway territory of
Nagorno-Karabakh is run-
ning short of food due to a
blockade now well into its
second week, Armenian

Prime Minister  Nikol
Pashinyan was quoted as
saying, blaming

Azerbaijan. Pashinyan also
criticised Russian peace-
keeping troops for failing to
keep open the Lachin corri-
dor, the road route across
Azerbaijan  that  links
Armenia with the Nagorno-
Karabakh enclave where
some 120,000 ethnic
Armenians live.

The enclave is interna-
tionally recognised as part
of Azerbaijan, but its inhab-
itants are predominantly
Armenian and it broke
away after a war in the
early 1990s. In 2020,
Azerbaijan retook territory
in and around Nagorno-
Karabakh after a short war
that ended in a Russian-
brokered ceasefire.
Pashinyan told his Cabinet
the humanitarian situation
in the enclave was
"extremely tense as a result
of the illegal blockade by
Azerbaijan of the Lachin
corridor".

He said he had proposed
terms to Azerbaijan for lift-
ing the blockade of the
route, where Russian

peacekeepers have been
confronted by a crowd of
Azerbaijanis  describing
themselves as environmen-
tal activists. Azerbaijan
says they are involved in a
genuine protest against
illegal Armenian mining in
Nagorno-Karabakh and it
was the Russian peace-
keepers who closed the
road.

Pashinyan said the
peacekeepers were not ful-
filling their function, which
he said was "precisely to
prevent such illegal actions
and, in particular, to keep
the Lachin corridor under
control". Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said the Russian peace-
keepers, deployed after the
last war in 2020, were
working to ensure peace
and order, in accordance
with their mandate.

Armenians in Nagorno-
Karabakh depend on the
Lachin corridor for supplies
of food, medicine, fuel and
other essential goods.
"Hundreds of families
remain divided on different
sides of the blockade. In
Nagorno-Karabakh, there
are shortages of a number
of essential goods, includ-
ing food," Pashinyan said.
He called for a fact-finding
mission to be sent to
Nagorno-Karabakh from

the United Nations or the
Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe

(OSCE).
White House national
security  adviser  Jake

Sullivan spoke separately
with Azerbaijani presiden-
tial aide Hikmat Hajiyev
and Armen Grigoryan, sec-
retary of  Armenia's
Security Council, the White
House said in a statement.
"Sullivan noted our ongo-
ing concern over impeded
access to the Lachin
Corridor and the growing
humanitarian implications
of this situation, and called
for full restoration of free
movement through the cor-
ridor," it said.

US-based Human Rights
Watch this week called on
the Azerbaijani authorities
and Russian peacekeepers
to ensure that vehicles with
humanitarian goods can
pass. "The longer the dis-
ruption to essential goods
and services, the greater the
risk to civilians," it said.
The standoff is fuelling ten-
sions between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, which have yet
to reach a peace deal.
Violations of the 2020 truce
remain commonplace, with
more than 200 soldiers
killed on both sides in a
flare-up of fighting in
September.

Venezuela Opp vote to
remove Guaido’s govt

CARACAS (Reuters):
Venezuela's political oppo-
sition to the ruling
Socialists voted by a wide
margin to remove the
interim government led by
Juan Guaido, as they seek
a united front ahead of
presidential elections ten-
tatively scheduled for
2024. The motion was
backed by three of four
major opposition groups
but rejected by Guaido's
Popular Will and must pass
through another consulta-
tion scheduled next week
before it is finalized.

The other three major
parties - Justice First,
Democratic Action and A
New Era - have for weeks
been drafting a plan to cre-
ate a board of directors to
manage Venezuela's assets
held abroad, especially
US-based refiner and fuel
retailer Citgo, as a way to
dislodge Guaido. Acting as
congress chief and interim
president following
Nicolas Maduro's disputed
re-election as president in
May 2018, Guaido in 2019
appointed the board of

Citgo, a subsidiary of state
oil firm PDVSA.

While mostly powerless
at home where Maduro's
government exercises con-
trol over nearly all institu-
tions, including security
forces, Guaido's interim
government has supervised
the foreign assets and runs
many embassies.
Opposition motion passed
in a virtual Zoom session
with 72 votes in favor, 23
against and nine absten-
tions. If approved next
week, opposition lawmak-
ers will then choose five
representatives for the
board of directors that will
head assets held abroad,
and Guaido's interim presi-
dency, along with his gov-
ernment, will be removed.

Central to the debate is
Citgo and the govern-
ment's most important for-
eign asset. A majority
stake in the company was
used as collateral for a
bond on which PDVSA
defaulted, but is being pro-
tected from creditors by a
US license that expires in
January. Opposition

groups hope this will be
renewed. Venezuela owes
more than $60 billion to
creditors for defaulted
bonds and company
nationalizations carried out
under then-president Hugo
Chavez.

Some US courts have
granted creditors permis-
sion to negotiate the sale of
Venezuelan assets, but
many remain protected by
the US  government.
Guaido has been the face
of Venezuela's opposition
abroad since he declared
himself interim president
in 2019. But due mostly to
the opposition's failure to
remove Maduro from
power, Guaido has fallen
from favor. Talks between
the opposition and
Maduro's government
hosted by Mexico ended
earlier this month with no
further negotiations sched-
uled. At a late November
meeting in the Mexican
capital, both sides signed a
deal to create a United
Nations-run fund to com-
bat the country's humani-
tarian crisis.

China lacked a
‘zero COVID’ exit plan

HONG KONG/SHANG-
HAI (Reuters): At the pub-
lic hospital in Shanghai
where Nora, a 30-year-old
doctor, works, tension has
spiraled since China relaxed
its stringent zero-COVID
policy on Dec. 7. Patients
quarrel with doctors to
access drugs that are in
short supply, like cough
medicines and pain killers.
Medics are overloaded;
infected staff continue to
work because of a scarcity
of personnel.

"The policy of control-
ling covid was relaxed very
suddenly," said Nora, who
would not give her full
name because of the issue's
sensitivity. "The hospitals
should've been notified in
advance to make adequate
preparations." After years of
enforcing harsh measures to
stamp out the coronavirus,
President Xi Jinping's
abrupt abandonment of
zero-COVID in the face of
protests and a widening out-
break has left China scram-
bling to avert a collapse of
its public health system.

Shortages of drugs and
testing kits and logistical
disruptions are upending
daily life. Four hospital
workers told Reuters that
insufficient planning for the
end of zero-COVID had left
them to manage a chaotic
reopening. "I think China
thought that its policy was
successful and that a grad-
ual transition to the endem-
ic phase was feasible, but
obviously it was not," said
Kenji Shibuya, a former
senior adviser to the World
Health Organisation.

More than a dozen glob-
al health experts, epidemi-
ologists, residents and polit-
ical analysts interviewed by

Reuters identified the fail-
ure to vaccinate the elderly
and communicate an exit
strategy to the public, as
well as excessive focus on
eliminating the virus, as
causes of the strain on
China's medical infrastruc-
ture. The country spent big
on quarantine and testing
facilities over the past three
years rather than bolstering
hospitals and clinics and
training medical staft, these
people said. "There is no
transition time for the med-
ical system to prepare for
this," said Zuofeng Zhang,
professor of epidemiology
at the University of
California, Los Angeles. "If
they could spend a small
portion of resources (used)
in COVID-19 testing and
lockdown, China would be
better off in this policy

change."
China's National Health
Commission did  not

respond to requests for
comment on the resilience
of the health system and
supply of medical staff;
whether there were contin-
gency plans to cope with
soaring hospital admis-
sions; and whether strict
coronavirus measures had
impeded improvements to
medical capacity. State
media  has  defended
Beijing's approach while
recasting its messaging to
emphasize the Omicron
variant's milder nature. In a
review of China's COVID-
19 responses, the official
Xinhua news agency said
on Dec. 9 that Xi had "done
right" by taking "resolute
actions to curb the virus'
spreading”.

As the outbreak grows,
official data on severe cases
and mortality rates are

unlikely to reflect the situa-
tion, experts including
Mike Ryan, WHO's emer-
gencies director, have said.
In Beijing, funeral homes
and crematoriums are strug-
gling to meet demand. The
National Health
Commission has reported
only a handful of COVID-
related deaths since the
reopening, taking China's
official pandemic total to
5,241 deaths, very low by
global standards.

Meanwhile, a drive to
vaccinate the elderly that
began three weeks ago has
yet to bear fruit. China's
overall vaccination rate is
above 90% but the rate for
adults who have had boost-
er shots drops to 57.9%, and
to 42.3% for people aged 80
and older, according to gov-
ernment data. China has
declined to roll out
Western-made mRNA vac-
cines, which studies show
are more effective than its
homegrown shots. The fail-
ure to boost vaccination
rates among the vulnerable
could imperil China's health
system, more than a dozen
experts said.

"As we have seen in
Hong Kong, unvaccinated
older people are at particu-
larly high risk of death and
perhaps healthcare capacity
in China will be over-
whelmed by caseload
demand soon," said Hiroshi
Nishiura, a member of
Japan's COVID task force.
Discontent over China's
frequent lockdowns and
tough pandemic curbs
reached a tipping point in
November as protests
erupted nationwide. Within
days, Beijing announced a
sudden relaxation of its
zero-COVID rules.
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Haiti’s gangs’
violence

EPUTY UN Chief urged the countries to
Durgently consider Haiti’s request for an

international specialized armed force to
help restore security in the Caribbean state and
alleviate a humanitarian crisis. The Deputy
UN Chief told the Security Council that it is
time to step up and turn the current crisis into
an opportunity for Haiti to bounce back
stronger.

The Republic of Haiti is currently battling a
persistent socioeconomic and political crisis that
has been marked by the rising energy crisis, gang
violence, violent protest, civil unrest, scarcity of
fuel and clean drinking water along with out-
breaks of deadly cholera and famine in most parts
of the country. Haiti has multiple issues however
political uncertainty and gang violence are the
core problems that totally trembled the Caribbean
democracy.

Although the North American nation had been
facing continued political tumult since 2018, how-
ever, the newest upsurge in violence had been wit-
nessed after the de facto Haitian Prime Minister
announced a sharp cut in energy subsidies provid-
ed by the government which enraged the Haiti
public and a coalition of armed gangs commonly
known as G9 Family took control of an important
fuel terminal in the capital. After Haitian security
Forces failed to liberate the crucial energy hub
from armed gangs, the Haitian government
requested the international community to deploy
Specialized Military Troops to repel armed gangs
and restore peace in the violence-hit nation.

Haitian gangs have expanded their territory
since the 2021 assassination of President Jovenel
Moise. The resulting violence has left much of the
country off-limits to the government and led to
routine gun battles with police. The crooks
alliance shattered the country's peace and created
a humanitarian crisis by choking energy supplies
that resulted in an outright halt in industrial pro-
duction, economic activity, and public mobility.

Shambled by foreign interventions, political
unrest, and natural disasters, the former French
colony had long suffered from underdevelopment,
violence, and corruption. The recurrent natural
and manmade events had transformed one of the
wealthiest colonies in the Americas into the poor-
est nation in the entire western hemisphere.
Presently, Haiti's economy is heavily dependent
on foreign loans and more than half of the popula-
tion is living below the poverty line. The country
is grappling with security and economic crises and
is in dire need of support from the global commu-
nity but so far no one including the UN has taken
any practical step to assist the violence-ridden
nation. The UN is urging the member nations for
international security support, including a non-UN
multinational force, as requested by the Haitian
government but global powers need some assur-
ances before sending their troops to Haiti so later,
they can maneuver their interests unhinderedly.

According to a recent study, Haiti possessees
one of the greatest oil and gas reserves in the
world that could be greater than Venezuela, while
it has tremendous untapped gold deposits worth
trillions of dollars but recurrent incidents and
unending politiccal unrest impoverished the
Caribbean nation thorughout in the history.
Earlier, French occupied Haiti for decades than
America stayed as self invited guest in Port-au-
prince for years and gifted political unrest and
gang violence to resource rich Caribbean state.
Surprisingly, violence-hit Haiti became a most
urgent topic at the UN amid growing global ener-
gy crisis and war in Ukraine. Apparently, the
ongoing developments in Caribbean nation would
have far reaching effects on the global politics,
however, the future events will expose the agenda
of global influential.

Pak-Afghan
prospective on
terrorism

HE Spokesperson Pakistan's Foreign Office,
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch has said that Pakistan
believes in a peaceful neighborhood and it will
continue engagement with Afghanistan on different
issues for regional peace and stability. According to
her, the government would take all requisite steps to
protect the Country's sovereignty and citizens and
will definitely defeat the menace of terrorism again.
The geostrategic stability and regional peace had shat-
tered after the recurrent incidents of cross-border terror-
ism and attacks on Pakistani border check posts and civil-
ian populations from Afghan soil over the past weeks.
The government of Pakistan had sensitized the Afghan
interim authorities about the safe heavens of terrorist out-
fits inside Afghanistan and also raised the issue of con-
tinuous attacks on Pakistani security forces from across
the Pak-Afghan border but Afghan rulers mostly display
a cold shoulder and never took the case seriously through
blatantly denial of the presence of any terrorists hide out
in their country. In fact, such legacy was an utter violation
of the global law as well as Doha agreement, however,
who cares about the global law and Geneva Convention.
After the Bannu terrorist attack, Pakistan has categori-
cally told the Afghan rulers that Pakistan would not toler-
ate such terror incidents any more in the future and would
use all available options and resources to eradicate the
menace of terrorism, its safe heavens, facilitators, and
sympathizers.
Presently, Pakistan's weakness lies in its internal secu-
rity and economic fragility that needs to be addressed at
urgent basis without any compromise.
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The threat of a new war
looms on the horizon

GAINST the back-
Aground of the visit
of the President of
Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelensky to the United
States, the trip of the
deputy head of the
Russian Security Council
Dmitry Medvedev to
China almost went unno-
ticed. Partly logical.
Zelensky’s voyage turned
out to be loud, both in a
sense - he
returned from his first
trip abroad after the start
of a special operation with
generous promises of
money and weapons, and
in the direct: the applause
was too long, for which
the public was generous
in Congress. True, to the
disappointment of the
frontman of the ''95 quar-
ter', a little more than a
third of the Republicans
gathered in the House of
Representatives, who are
the majority there. But
that didn't stop him from
demonstratively shedding
a tear for the amusement
of the sponsors of the new
season of Servant of the
American People.
Medvedev's trip, in turn,
was staged with far less
fanfare. This is understand-
able: the diplomatic level is

not the same, and represen-
tatives of the Russian aut-
horities meet with Eastern
partners much more often.

As noted in the Kremlin,
Medvedev conveyed a mes-
sage from Vladimir Putin to
Xi Jinping as part of his
visit.

"It concerned bilateral
relations, as well as the
international situation, and
concerned advanced rela-
tions, an advanced strategic
partnership between Russia
and China," said Dmitry
Peskov, a spokesman for
the Russian leader.

He added that Moscow
and Beijing regularly
exchange views and work-
ing messages on the inter-
national agenda.

And such a routine trip is
extremely indicative: in
politics, especially interna-
tional politics, one often
has to replace real work
with statements - when
nothing can be done, it
helps to buy time.

So Zelensky’s trip had a
rather demonstrative effect:
yes, the White House
became generous with a
whole Patriot division, new
shells and weapons, but this
help will not allow to radi-
cally change the situation at
the front. Namely, this is

David Narmania

now critically needed by
the West and Kyiv.

The problem for the
"civilized world" is that
time is now working for
Moscow and Beijing. And
although China's participa-
tion in the special operation
is not manifested in any
way - the countries are only
developing economic rela-
tions, but the eastern neigh-
bor still plays an important
role.

The West failed to sur-
round Russia with several
problematic points, as it
was originally planned. The
attempted coup d'état in
Belarus failed, as in
Kazakhstan, and it was not
possible to bring Saaka-
shvili to power in Georgia -
nothing else can explain his
attempt to return. But he
would not hesitate to open a
"second front" at the first
opportunity.

Instead, the West itself
faced the threat of con-
frontation on two fronts.
China is no longer particu-
larly hiding the fact that it
is seriously considering the
possibility of a forceful
solution to the issue with
Taiwan. The political and
especially economic impor-

tance of the island in this
situation is enormous - it is
the heart of the global semi-
conductor industry and a
key point for Asian trade. It
is also an important point in
the network of American
alliances in the Asia-Pacific
region.

This is why the United
States has to step up its mil-
itary cooperation with
Taiwan dramatically: the
island has been given such
prominence in the recently
passed National Defense
Spending Act that it has
become the most signifi-
cant document for
Washington's contacts with
Taipei since the Taiwan
Relations Act of 1979.

It openly declares three
goals: to strengthen the
island's defenses, improve
the US military so that it c-
an quickly provide assista-
nce in case of activity from
China, and begin joint mili-
tary planning and exercises.

To implement these
plans, it is planned to allo-
cate up to two billion dol-
lars a year if Taipei increas-
es its own defense spend-
ing. In addition, Taiwan
will be able to receive
weapons decommissioned

from the warehouses of the
US army, just like Ukraine.
And, of course, the law pro-
vides for the conclusion of
multi-year contracts for the
supply of American mis-
siles.

It is worth noting that
Washington has already
concluded several deals
with Taiwan for the supply
of missiles, but admits that
it will be difficult to trans-
fer them before the end of
the conflict in Ukraine.

But that's not all. To pre-
vent Beijing, Washington is
forced to take desperate
steps, sacrificing strategic
interests for the sake of tac-
tics. We are talking about
Japan, which has actually
abandoned the demilita-
rized status. The National
Security Strategy adopted
there recently says that by
2027 Tokyo will spend
about two percent of GDP
on military needs, which
makes the Japanese army,
which, although called the
Self-Defense Forces, but
with such appetites, poorly
corresponds to this status,
the third in terms of spend-
ing in the world.

At the same time, Tokyo
will arm itself on its own,
since Washington is now
dealing with the problems

of Kyiv and there are not
enough weapons for other
allies. Interestingly, the
Japanese themselves are in
no hurry to rejoice at the
revanchist ambitions of the
leadership. Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida has already
announced that the burden
of spending will be placed
on ordinary citizens by rais-
ing taxes - it is not surpris-
ing that the rating of the
head of government is hit-
ting anti-records for the
entire time he has been in
office.

In the bottom line, due to
failures in the Russian
direction and against the
background of the risks of a
collision with China, the
United States risks growing
no less formidable power in
the Pacific region. Whether
Japan will continue to act in
the wake of American poli-
cy, freeing itself from the
US military umbrella, is a
big question.

But Washington doesn't
have time to look into the
distant historical perspec-
tive, because in addition to
all these problems, Iran is
the icing on the cake. And
here, too, after the collapse
of the nuclear deal, the
threat of a new war looms
on the horizon.

The weakest position belongs to envious characters

ERE is a recent
regional election
story: the fight

was between two female
candidates. One is the
owner of an elite universi-
ty diploma, worked in the
diplomatic department in
various positions, was
also a lawyer, flickered a
little on television, co-
author of a book about
why the whole world
needs her beautiful coun-
try. In general, the metro-
politan celebrity. The sec-
ond never left her region
for a long time, as a
lawyer she defended pro-
tected forests there from
being placed on the list of
ordinary forests and
fought other metropolitan
encroachments to include
something local and tasty
in federal property.

We chose the second
one. And the clever author
of the article says: this is
what should happen, our
entire elite should be updat-
ed from below, relying on
people who will come from
the regions. Because with
such an elite, as now, we
will not go far (I would like
to add to help him: we will
lose the state).

Actually, we're talking
about the US . And not
about the recent elections
themselves, but about the
primaries - the internal
party selection of a

Republican candidate for
the Senate from one of the
states. We know the first
woman, if only because her
dad was vice president of
the United States under the
second George W. Bush ,
that is, we are talking about
Liz Cheney. And the second
name is Harriet Haigman -
and she, and not Liz, has
now become a senator from
the deaf and reserved state
of Wyoming (apparently,
the choice of the candidate
turned out to be correct:
Harriet was well voted for).
And here it is interesting
for us that not only in
Russia there are and always
will be those who want to
understand the acute issue:
the elite is, in general,
what? Which have? What
should be? Well, it is under-
standable that in tense
times such conversations
become a furious cry. And
Russia does not have a
monopoly here, in the
United States now, too, the
time is nowhere more
tense. And for some, it's not
even about making
America great again, but
simply about keeping it
functional as a society.
Now an article from The
American  Conservative
that describes this situation.
The article is not brilliant,
sometimes naive, some-
times confused, but there
are good thoughts there.

Dmitry Kosyrev

Here is the simplest of
them: the author guessed to
turn to dictionaries. And th-
at's what happened. Cam-
bridge Dictionary: Elite is
"the richest, most powerful,
best educated or best
trained group in society."

Yep, says our author.
This is the same muck that
we suffer from - visitors to
the glamorous Washington
cocktail parties and so on
and so forth. But there is
another dictionary - British,
from Oxford . Everything is
not so hopeless here. Here
the elite is "a select group,
superior in their abilities or
qualities to the rest of soci-
ety."

Feel the difference?
People have certain quali-
ties, abilities and, let's add
to the British vocabulary,
merits. And if today they
are rich, or powerful, or
better educated than others,
it is because of their abili-
ties and their deeds. That is,
money or power (aka influ-
ence, well, or popular
enthusiasm) is their reward
for being an elite. And not
vice versa.

Shifting the conversation
to today's Russian realities,
we are now ending a high-
energy philosophical dis-
cussion, in which almost
the entire society partici-
pates. It, observing the

demonstrative escape from
the country of ardent sup-
porters of the West, is try-
ing to clearly determine
why these people are not
the elite - more precisely,
they are no longer the elite.

The weakest position
belongs to the envious
characters, who  were
inspired by the idea that
any elite is evil and that any
elite that exists needs to be
radically changed. Such
people are  hopeless,
because when they see how
a new layer of elites has
formed, they will start their
cry again. Well, such char-
acters do not like that in
any society, if it is not sub-
jected to regular bullying,
some people turn out to be
more respected (and, per-
haps, richer and more pow-
erful) than others.

Therefore, their position
looks very weak when they
try to claim that “I didn’t
really want to” - all these
Grebenshchikovs,
Khamatovs, Pugachevs and
other characters from the
very  beginning  were
mediocre and miserable
upstarts who made their
way only thanks to the cor-
rupt connections of their
parties, so "bring another
elite" - artistic, literary,
political, business.

No guys, it's not. "On the

other side" turned out to be
not mediocrity, but often
really talented, once won-
derful people, whose names
cannot be erased from our
history, our past. They will
remain in our history. Just
today with them (and us), at
a sharp turn in history, an
absolutely operatic plot
happened. There is Wagner,
who is very popular today -
who is a composer, they
said about him "joyful as
the sun." But he had one
dreary and muddy opera -
called "The Death of the
Gods". And what happened
to a small but noticeable
group of our former elite is
a completely different
opera: "The gods screwed
up." And therefore (see
above, according to dic-
tionaries) - since their abili-
ties and deeds failed, then
such people ceased to be an
elite or at least went down
several steps in terms of
public respect.

Returning already to
American torment, there
has long been a heated dis-
cussion that the current
American elite is rubbish.
We read about it: "elite"
universities, churning out
semi-educated children and
grandchildren of former
people with merit, looping
status and wealth in a nar-
row circle of families.
Because of this, today's
inadequate decisions on

global military and eco-
nomic policy. In principle,
the usual situation for any
kind of society. That very
sharp turn, when the elites
have to be updated.

Here is the author of an
article in The American
Conservative and is trying
to offer his own solutions
for such a situation - we
repeat, not necessarily bril-
liant and unique, but inter-
esting. Something like this:
the country will be saved
by its regions and purely
local elites growing up
there, who benefit these
regions. The winners will
be those children whose
parents, if not entirely
taught at home (away from
today's universities), then
helped the process - they
gave good books to read,
generally taught to read.
Also, such families should
become members of strong
and active religious com-
munities, in which like-
minded people are attract-
ed.

Bottom line: "We need
local communities where
the most talented will asso-
ciate with good people,
read good books and dis-
cuss good ideas, while
desiring to put such ideas
into practice for the benefit
of all."

Well, everything is cor-
rect. Maybe America can
do it. And not only her.

Bilateral engagements and sensitive issues

HIS week, I trav-
elled to Jordan to
represent the EU in

the second Baghdad

Confe-rence for
Cooperation and
Partnership, co-hosted by
King Abdullah and

President Macron. Key
actors from the region
discussed support for
Iraq, its sovereignty and
security. I also had a
number of bilateral meet-
ings, some of which
focused on complex and
sensitive regional and
global issues.

The first edition of this
conference took place in
August 2021 in Baghdad.
Iraq was then making its
return as an active regional
player after years of look-
ing inward, and domestic
conflicts to which also pol-
icy mistakes of Europeans
and the international com-
munity had contributed.
This conference was also
remarkable for bringing
together some of the often-
conflicting forces of the
region and notably Saudi
Arabia and Iran.

This week’s “Baghdad IT
Conference” picked up on
these efforts. We discussed
in particular how to meet the
aspirations of the people of
Iraq and how to support the
government of  Prime
Minister Al Sudani in deliv-
ering on these. They can be
easily summarised: more

security and sovereignty,
more stability, and more
development and prosperity.
These are every people’s
aspirations. And that is the
main  point of the
Conference: bringing nor-
mality to Iraq after so many
years of violence and suffer-
ing. These are also the prior-
ities of the new Iragi gov-
ernment installed in October
2022. It has presented an
ambitious reform agenda
and wants to engage with
the EU and other regional
and international partners.

The stability of Iraq is
not just important for
Iraqis and the region

In my speech at the con-
ference and my meeting
with the new Prime
Minister of Iraq, I under-
lined the EU’s full support
for Iraq’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity in the
context of recent foreign
incursions on its soil. The
EU supports also Prime
Minister Sudani’s commit-
ment to undertake the com-
prehensive reforms
demanded by the Iraqi peo-
ple. A stronger and more
democratic sovereign Iraq
would above all benefit its
people and the region. And
the EU has a direct interest
in achieving that goal,
because instability in Iraq
would impact Europe in
terms of migration flows
and threaten our economic
and security interests.

Josep Borrell

To achieve this, Iraq
must shield itself from
malign foreign interference
and be protected from
being abused as a proxy
battlefield, as it has been so
often in the last decades. In-
stead, Iraq should become a
regional bridge builder con-
tributing to reduce tensions.
That is why we support the
Iraqi government’s efforts
to further develop a bal-
anced foreign policy.

For the EU promoting
peace and stability in the
wider Gulf region and in
the broader Middle East are
key priorities and the EU
Strategic Partnership with
the Gulf has proven a use-
ful platform for this end. As
EU, we are ready to do
more and better to support
Iraq and the region.

Bilateral engagements
and sensitive issues

At the side-lines of the
conference, I had bilateral
meetings with the Jorda-
nian King and the Jorda-
nian Foreign Minister, and
with the Foreign Ministers
of Bahrein, Oman, Qatar, as
well as of Iran.

I met the Jordanian King

and Foreign  Minister
Safadi. Jordan is an impor-
tant partner for the

European Union and an
anchor of stability in a tur-
bulent region. We are work-
ing together for upholding

the rules-based internation-
al system and dealing with
the damaging consequences
of Putin’s war on food and
energy security. We also
discussed the ongoing
Jordanian efforts to imple-
ment a wide range of polit-
ical and economic reforms.
The EU will continue to
help Jordan in areas where
our assistance can be useful
and is requested.

With the Qatari Foreign
Minister, I discussed not
only regional issues and our
bilateral relations — which
went through a positive
trend lately — but also the
ongoing corruption investi-
gations against European
Parliament members and
staffers carried out by the
Belgian authorities. 1 sh-
ared my principled concern
on this serious issue and
underlined the EU’s zero t-
olerance policy in that mat-
ter. Our counterparts denied
that Qatar is involved in
this, that they regretted not
having been officially in-
formed on the allegations
by respective authorities
and that they resent being
judged based on media
speculations. We agreed to
fully support a thorough in-
vestigation by the Belgian
law enforcement authorities
and the European
Parliament itself, to bring
full clarity to the matter.

Iran is chosing a wrong
path and new sanctions

With the Iranian Foreign
Minister, we had a tough
exchange on the unaccept-
able developments inside
Iran, on the country’s
extremely worrying mili-
tary support to Russia and
on the nuclear deal.

The EU is closely fol-
lowing the brutal way
Iranian authorities deal
with recent protests. We
urge Iran’s leadership to
stop the executions of
arrested people and the
bloody repression of peace-
ful protesters, and with the
delivery of drones and the
military cooperation with
Russia, with which the
country supports the illegal
war of aggression against
Ukraine. Tehran is aware of
Russia’s  ongoing  war
crimes, targeting civilian
infrastructures. Iran is mak-
ing a huge strategic mis-
take; it is choosing the
wrong path and is destroy-
ing its credibility when it
pretends not to take sides in
that war. Let me note here
that reacting to me stressing
this, the Iranian Minister
forcefully denied that Iran
is providing drones to
Russia and claimed that
such deliveries had only
happened before Russia’s
attack. However,  siding
with Russia and the unac-
ceptable repression of
protests cannot come with-

out consequences. That is
why last week’s Foreign
Affairs Council adopted
new sanctions against Iran
in reaction to its delivery of
drones to Russia, as well as
because of the human rights
violations.

Nevertheless, 1 still
believe that when it comes
to nuclear non-prolifera-
tion, there is no alternative
to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Those who think otherwise
simply fool themselves.
This is why, as coordinator,
I continue working towards
restoring the JCPOA based
on the results of the Vienna
negotiations. I talked long
with Minister Abdollahian
about that. I also stressed
that bringing the JCPOA
back to life does not happen
in a strategic vacuum. It is
part, a key part, of a broad-
er picture. The Islamic
Republic should listen to its
own citizens, instead of
repressing them. Iran must
stop immediately its mili-
tary support to Russia. In
that regard, I urged the
Foreign Minister to contin-
ue the direct conversation
with his Ukrainian counter-
parts on the transfer of mil-
itary equipment to Russia.

Josep Borrell, High
Rep-resentative of the EU
for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy / Vice-
President of the European
Commission.

Quote of the day

The most terrible job in warfare is to be a second
lieutenant leading a platoon when you are on the
battlefield.

— Dwight Eisenhower, American general & President.

HEN we think of
American
actress Barbara

Stanwyck, the immediate
association rarely
includes screwball come-
dy. She was at her best in
films that reveal the dark-
er sides of the human
heart. One of her most
famous roles was in Billy

‘What a Christmas!’

Wilder’s Double
Indemnity (1944), in
which she plays Phyllis
Dietrichson, a woman
who seduces an insurance
salesman and convinces
him to murder her hus-
band. Like Lauren Bacall
in many noir films,
Stanwyck embodied the
femme fatale in all her

Emina Melonic

darkness, seduction, and
glory.

Stanwyck did not con-
sider herself to be funny. In
an interview, Stanwyck
noted, “I am not really a
comedienne, per se.... I'm
not a funny person.”

It was characteristic of

Stanwyck to be this objec-
tive and straightforward
about her acting abilities.
Yet despite some mild self-
criticism, she was fully
capable of being funny. She
worked diligently as an
actress and took the art of
acting seriously. This atti-

tude and talent for comedy
comes through in Peter
Godfrey’s screwball come-

dy, Christmas in
Connecticut (1945).
Stanwyck plays

Elizabeth Lane, a writer
whose focus is food and
country living. In her regu-
lar column, Elizabeth
waxes poetic about the

beauty of her Connecticut
farm, her adoring husband,
her perfect baby son, and
the ease with which she
prepares seven course
meals. Except none of this
is true. Elizabeth is single,
she lives in a New York
apartment, there is no farm

(Continued on Page 7) ‘
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‘A very philosophical question’

conference in Was-

hington, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky highlighted the
moral difficulties facing
any push toward peace in
his country.

“I don’t know what just
peace is,” Zelensky lament-
ed, calling it “a very philo-
sophical question.”

“For all of us, just peace
is different,” he continued.
“For me, as a president, just
peace is no compromises as
to the sovereignty, freedom,
and territorial integrity of
my country [and] payback
for all the damages inflicted
by Russian aggression.”

But, Zelensky noted, that
formula may not satisfy the
Ukrainian parents who
have lost their children to
Russia’s guns. “No com-
pensations or reparations
are of consequence [for
them]. They live by
revenge.”

Unfortunately, he may
be right. There is likely no
way to achieve a moral end
to this brutal war. But that
leads to an important ques-
tion: If there can’t be a just
peace, then what’s the best
realistic option to end the
conflict?

Historian Vladislav
Zubok sketched out an

IN a Wednesday press

answer to that question in
Foreign Affairs this week.
For Zubok, a realistic peace
will require both sides to
make significant compro-
mises, lest the conflict turn
into a grinding war of attri-
tion. “[T]he West’s current
approach to simply let the
war continue, though
morally satisfying and
politically  popular, is
risky,” Zubok argues, not-
ing that it ‘“subjects
Ukrainians to the continual
horrors of conflict.”

“What is missing, then,
is a coherent political plan
to bring an end to the suf-
fering, and to reassure
Ukrainians that Russia will
not begin a new war at the
earliest opportunity, even if
Putin remains in power,” he
continues.  “That  will
require the Russians to
accept a defeat but also
require the Ukrainians to
accept that complete victo-
ry may be unobtainable.”

Ukrainians, of course,
are not the only ones who
will have to swallow a bit-
ter pill. As Zubok notes, the
West has only used sticks
with Russia in response to
the conflict, but an end to
the war will require carrots
as well. “The West must be
prepared to offer a map for
the Russian elites and gen-

Connor Echols

eral population, outlining
how they can end their iso-
lation, free themselves of
sanctions, and remove their
pariah status,” he writes.

“Publicizing a map
toward negotiations now,
while Putin continues his
barbaric war and millions
of Ukrainians suffer, does
not constitute appeasement
of Russia or condone
Moscow’s  aggression,”
Zubok concludes.

“On the contrary, it
would be a prudent, strate-
gic, and realist political
move by the West and
Ukraine to address the large
and growing number of
Russians who would prefer
peace but abhor a choice
between war and defeat.”

In other diplomatic news
related to the war in
Ukraine:

Career diplomat
Lynne Tracy will take over
as the new U.S. ambassador
to Russia following her
Wednesday Senate confir-
mation, according to AP
News. In Responsible
Statecraft, James Carden
noted that Tracy is “??7a
well regarded member of
the senior foreign service”
but worried that her
“activist mindset” could

damage  chances  for
improved ties between
Washington and Moscow.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin said there
are “no funding restric-
tions” on the needs of
Russia’s army, signaling
that Moscow is prepared
for a long-term conflict,
according to Newsweek.

French President
Emmanuel Macron said
Wednesday that European
leaders must “gain more
autonomy on technology
and defense capabilities,
including from the U.S.)”
according to the Wall Street
Journal. Macron also reiter-
ated his stance that, in order
to end the war in Ukraine,
there must be an agreement
that provides security guar-
antees for all affected par-
ties, including Russia.
“This means that one of the
essential points we must
address — as President
Putin has always said — is
the fear that NATO comes
right up to its doors, and the
deployment of weapons
that could threaten Russia,”
the French leader argued.

In the Spectator,
Henry Kissinger argued
that it’s time to start push-
ing for peace talks in
Ukraine. “The goal of a
peace process would be

twofold: to confirm the
freedom of Ukraine and to
define a new international
structure, especially for
Central and  Eastern
Europe,” Kissinger writes.
“Eventually Russia should
find a place in such an
order.”

— On  Wednesday,
Russia and China began a
week of joint naval exercis-
es in the East China Sea,
according to Al Jazeera.
Chinese officials said the
drills are “directed at
demonstrating the determi-
nation and capability of the
two sides,” adding that they
will “further deepen” ties
between the two countries.

U.S. State Department
news: In a Tuesday press
conference, State
Department spokesperson
Ned Price said the Biden
administration remains
opposed to designating
Russia as a state sponsor of
terrorism. “We’re working
with Congress on a poten-
tial alternative that would
allow us to continue to
increase the costs on the
Kremlin and those who are
responsible for Russia’s
war against Ukraine with-
out some of the unintended
consequences that the state-
sponsor designation might
bring,” Price said.
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CCORDING to the
leading American
media, the
President of Ukraine did
not achieve his goals at
the talks in Washington.
At the same time, as some
congressmen noted, his
speech in parliament was
more like a performance
than an attempt to build a
dialogue. Why Zelensky
did not receive all the
"gifts" for the New Year -
in the material of RIA
Novosti.
Christmas Thieves
The visit to the United
States was Zelensky's first
foreign trip since the start
of the Russian special oper-
ation. His main task was to
negotiate new deliveries of
weapons and ammunition.
Therefore, in Congress, he
talked for a long time about
the heroism of Ukrainian
soldiers, the Russian threat,
from which there is no hid-
ing even across the ocean,
and the resilience of Kyiv,
which needs daily support
from the world community.
The deputies accepted
Zelensky as their own. The
speech was interrupted by
applause 18 times. It
seemed that everything he
asked for would be given to
him. However, the US
midterm elections in early
November changed a lot.
The lower payment of the

The Christmas thieves

parliament went to the
Republican Party, which
does not hide its skepticism
about financing the Kyiv
regime.

According to  The
Washington Post, after
Zelensky's speech, the head
of the Republicans in the
House of Representatives,
Kevin McCarthy, said that
he supports Ukraine, but
wants to check how
American aid is being used.
Congressmen Lauren
Bobert of Colorado and
Matt Gaetz of Florida did
not applaud the distin-
guished guest at all. Rep.
Chip Roy of Texas called
what he saw "political the-
ater” staged by the outgoing
congressional leadership.
Only 86 of 213 Republican
congressmen came to listen
to Zelensky, the Hill notes.

According to
Bloomberg, on December
22, the Democratic Party
wanted to quickly vote for a
$45 billion aid package for
Kyiv, but was only able to
do so on the second
attempt. For the first time,
the Republicans blocked
the initiative. Democratic
Senator  Chris  Koons
stressed that some of his
party members were also
against it.

Joe Biden assured
Zelensky that Washington
intends to support Kyiv for

Mikhail Katkov

as long as it takes. Even if
the Republicans become
stubborn, the Ukrainian
army can be supplied under
Lend-Lease. It is assumed
that, as in the Second World
War, those receiving aid
will pay only for what will
survive after the end of hos-
tilities.

Tanks for Peace

However, not everything
went smoothly at the level
of presidents either. At a
personal meeting, Zelensky
did not hesitate to insult the
head of Russia, Vladimir
Putin. The American was
more reserved. The
Washington Post explains
this by saying that Biden
does not want a direct clash
with Moscow.

For the same reason, he
refused to transfer M1
Abrams tanks to Ukraine.
According to Biden, this
could destroy the unity of
NATO, since few people
there are willing to fight
Russia. Before that, the
Pentagon pointed out that
Kyiv already had enough
military vehicles, and the
American models were too
complicated. It is notewor-
thy that earlier Germany
announced its unwilling-
ness to supply "Abrams"
before the Americans do it.

Politico  writes that

Zelensky is disappointed.
"We would like to get
more" Patriots "(and not
one division, as promised. -
Approx. ed.)," he said, sur-
rounded by American offi-
cials and journalists. And
he added, "I'm sorry."

According to the media,
Biden used the meeting
with Zelensky to have a
serious conversation about
the ongoing hostilities. The
US President tried to
explain his caution, and his
counterpart made it clear
that Kyiv relies only on
Washington. At the same
time, they tried to agree on
a common approach to
future negotiations with
Moscow, but it was more of
an academic discussion,
writes The Washington
Post. In public, the head of
Ukraine only repeated that
all territories "should be
liberated."

Behind the scenes

Experts interviewed by
RIA Novosti believe that
Biden needed this meeting
rather than Zelensky. Kyiv
remains an American pup-
pet, and all attempts to gain
independence are doomed
to failure.

“The Americans inflated
Zelensky to a world-class
leader and fell into the traps
set by them. The President
of Ukraine imagined that he
could determine American

policy. Biden called him in
and reminded him: only the
White House decides how
events develop. Ukraine
has only an advisory vote.
Zelensky is being kept on a
long leash," says Vladimir
Vasiliev, chief researcher at
the Institute for the USA
and Canada of the Russian
Academy of Sciences.

Denis Denisov, head of
the Institute for
Peacekeeping Initiatives
and Conflict Studies,
emphasizes  that  the
Americans are giving Kyiv
exactly as many weapons
as they need to maintain the
conflict at the level they
need.

"The situation at the
front is analyzed not in the
General Staff of Ukraine,
but in the Pentagon, and
decisions on the range of
supplies are made there.
Kyiv's interests in this case
are secondary," he notes.

If the President of
Ukraine got out of control,
he would not have been
given such a magnificent
reception, experts are sure.
Another confirmation of
this is the absence of state-
ments about a peaceful and
diplomatic settlement. As
for Zelensky's unfulfilled
hopes, experts point to the
unwillingness of about half
of Americans to take a
direct part in hostilities.

‘ (Continued from Page 6) ‘

in Connecticut, she has no
children, and she can’t cook
to save her life. The recipes
she so succulently writes
about are from the great
gourmet mind of Felix
Bassenak, a rather portly
and rotund Hungarian chef
extraordinaire. In any case,
the entire “human feature”
column is a great lie, meant
to sell a particular image of
a perfect woman and
increase the circulation of
the magazine.

Elizabeth’s readers obvi-
ously don’t know the truth
about her, but neither does
her publisher, Alexander
Yardley. He prides himself
on printing only the truth,
and if he finds out that
Elizabeth and her editor
have been working under
this pretense, both will be
fired. There was nothing
Elizabeth could fear in
being exposed as a fraud
until a war nurse sent a let-
ter to Yardley, asking him
to host a returning war
hero, Jefferson Jones, at
Elizabeth’s farm. Jefferson
is a big fan of Elizabeth’s
columns and a food afi-
cionado, and it would be a
wonderful gesture to wel-
come the war hero back to
America again.

Yardley finds this to be a
great opportunity for the
magazine, and considers
the act of inviting Jefferson
a “patriotic duty.”
Elizabeth panics and offers
excuses as to why she
should not host Jefferson.
After all, in order to do
that, she needs a husband, a
baby, and a farm, not to
mention, she needs to learn
how to cook. That’s an
impossible task for any
woman, no matter how
powerful or independent
she deems herself to be.

To the rescue comes
John Sloan, a friend who
has been proposing to
Elizabeth for quite some
time, despite her continued
refusals. John happens to
have a farm in Connecticut,
but in order to help
Elizabeth, he politely but
resolutely requests that she

‘What

marry him. Elizabeth says
yes but it’s obvious that she
is confused and is only try-
ing to save her career.

But what about the
baby? No problem! There
is a housekeeper and cook
at John’s farm who regular-
ly babysits for neighbors
(women who work at the
“war factory”), SO
Elizabeth can check the
baby off the list too.

In order to make that
delicious seven-course
Christmas meal, Elizabeth
brings her friend, Felix,
who suddenly gains a much
higher standing by becom-
ing her “uncle.” And so, the
charade is all set, and the
players are ready for the
arrival of Jefferson Jones
and Alexander Yardley.
Being a screwball comedy,
we can expect that things
will not go exactly as
planned, but will hopefully
be resolved in an amicable
manner.

Naturally, Elizabeth just
wants to get the whole
affair over and done with.
She doesn’t much care
about Christmas anyway,
and is not interested in
entertaining anyone. But
one look at Jefferson Jones,
and she is smitten (as is
Jefferson with her).
Jefferson is simply perfect.
He’s handsome, well-spo-
ken, and completely at ease
and comfortable in his own
skin. He even sings and
plays piano! Jefferson tries
to hide his attraction for
Elizabeth out of respect
that she is a married
woman with a child, but as
the film progresses, it gets
harder and harder to set
those emotions aside.

Elizabeth is nearly
speechless around him,
which adds to the general
disorder in the house. As
she makes her own moves
on Jefferson, a baby is cry-
ing in the distance. Any
good mother will tell you
that the sound of her child
will always come first
above all else, and that she
will tend to the child imme-
diately.

But Elizabeth doesn’t
have that instinct (for obvi-

a Christmas!’

ous reasons), and it takes
Jefferson to nudge her in
the right direction.

Elizabeth doesn’t even
know how to hold the baby
and she keeps calling the
baby “it.” In a rather
humorous scene, Elizabeth
tries very badly to give the
baby a bath, but once
again, Jefferson to the res-
cue! He is a good uncle to
his sister’s children and is
an old pro at taking care of
babies. Jefferson is becom-
ing more and more attrac-
tive in Elizabeth’s eyes.

A series of hilarious
events ensue as Elizabeth
tries very hard to maintain
the pretense that she is the
incarnation of “Elizabeth
Lane, food writer and
housekeeper,” and the
more she tries, the more
things unravel.

Her life is crumbling
before her and not just a
silly facade she temporari-
ly put up for the benefit of
Jefferson and Yardley: she
begins to question what
kind of woman she’d like
to be.

The juxtaposition of
Christmas to the disordered
materialism and independ-
ence creates a stark con-
trast. Almost everyone in
the film is deeply involved
in their own self-centered
affairs, and the very idea of
a family is missing. Even
Yardley laments that he
doesn’t see his children and
grandchildren at all, but
never really asks whose
fault that is. Does a tradi-
tional life exist and if so, is
it only possible in the
country?

Christmas in
Connecticut was a huge hit.
It earned over 3 million
dollars domestically, and
it’s clear that people loved
it. Yet critics of today often
dismiss these images of
America.

In Barbara Stanwyck:
The Miracle Woman, Dan
Callahan sees no value in
the film. He writes that it
“is the sort of holiday
movie to have been made
as bland as possible so that
audiences can watch it
after stuffing themselves

with turkey and cranberry
sauce.” Callahan doesn’t
stop there: “It’s the kind of
script that might come
alive with any halfway-
competent comedy direc-
tor, but Peter Godfrey
directs in a plodding, total-
ly uninterested manner.”
Callahan even goes as far
as to say that “Stanwyck
isn’t even at her second
best here.”

Another critic, Emanuel
Levy, wrote that the film
“obviously propagated
conservative ideology,
sending women to the
kitchen to dutifully play
their roles as housewives
and mothers after tasting
some emancipation during
the War years.”

This couldn’t be further
from the truth. Christmas
in Connecticut is a highly
enjoyable, funny, and a
delightful film. Stanwyck’s
presence is obviously quite
different here: she’s no
femme fatale but this is
hardly a negative element
in the film. Stanwyck is
still commanding the
screen and even the sup-
porting cast adds a variety
of comedic mishaps as the
film unfolds. In addition,
the film contains many
wonderful one-liners.

Several issues arise from
such silly criticisms. Film
critics and academics tend
to dismiss films as “crowd
pleasers” and find it impos-
sible to comprehend that a
film can be very popular
and very good at the same
time. Should the film have
been more depressing to
make it more worthy?
Should it have criticized
capitalism and implicitly
endorsed communism?

Christmas in
Connecticut is a light-
hearted film, but it also
doesn’t mince criticism.
It’s a film that evades any
“feminist” readings, nor is
it some ‘“‘scary” conserva-
tive propaganda meant to
keep women “barefoot and
in the kitchen.” Yet the
film’s script is not shy to
question the reality and
meaning of being an inde-
pendent and single woman.

Elizabeth is clearly not
supremely happy, and she’s
not even sure why she
chooses a career over mar-
riage. Perhaps on some
subconscious level,
Elizabeth is writing about
the fictional farm in
Connecticut because she
despises such a lifestyle,
yet she desires it as well.

Independence is impor-
tant to Elizabeth, and
Stanwyck’s presence
enlarges this notion. But
much like Stanwyck’s own
political views (she was a
conservative and a staunch
anti-communist), here we
see a woman who makes
her own decision in the
end. Stanwyck’s Elizabeth
is not interested in shock-
ing anyone or in rocking
the boat of culture merely
for the sake of shocking
and rocking. It’s not socie-
ty that will decide (one way
or another) what’s best for
her but her own heart.

As the end nears, and all
the confusion is cleared up,
Alexander Yardley says to
Jefferson Jones: “Well,
young man, I suppose you
know what you’re doing,
but I warn you, she can’t
cook.” Jefferson Jones
seems to be fine with that
fact about Elizabeth, and
Felix assures him: “She
can’t cook. But what a
wife!” Hopefully, the say-
ing that the “way to a
man’s heart is through his
stomach” will not bear that
much importance for this
marriage.

As much as Christmas in
Connecticut offers plenty
of laughs, it is also a
reminder that Christmas
does matter. Almost every
character in the film is only
interested in matters that
will result in immediate
gratification or profit. It’s
Felix, the Hungarian chef,
who acts like an angel at
the end, and through a
series of good-natured mis-
chiefs brings Elizabeth and
Jefferson together. Even
Alexander Yardley, a man
mostly focused on the cir-
culation of his magazine
can’t help but exclaim,
“What a Christmas!”

EU is trying to

escape from US

war of all against all,

the obvious weakness
of such a seemingly giant
as the EU is amazing. Due
to what do the Americans
manage to twist the arms
of old Europe? She is
already, poor, and so on
the verge, and
Washington continues to
push her to the final eco-
nomic suicide. Europe
almost does not resist -
that's what is strange.

The matter is not limited
to the mass betrayal of the
European elites, bought up
by Washington in the bud.
Otherwise, the indignant
citizens would have already
taken them out of govern-
ment residences long ago.
So far, the matter is limited
to rallies and strikes. In
France, irritated citizens
take their breath away by
slapping President Macron
during his public appear-
ances. Well, what is it to
him - he is used to it: he
dusted himself off, straight-
ened his collar, and went
on.

However, despite the
anti-American speeches, it
is clear that the population
of Europe is afraid to final-
ly break the pots with
Washington. The reason for
this is simple: the United
States continues to be the
most important customer
and buyer of European
goods. It is the richest mar-
ket, able to gobble up
Mercedes and Ferraris,
champagne and clothes,
bags, perfumes, ribbons,
laces, shoes, anything for
the soul, casually paying
crazy markups for brands.

No, of course, this non-
sense is bought both in the
Emirates and in China, but
there is no mass demand in
the world for European
products. The open secret is
that all this luxury is mon-
strously overpriced. If we
honestly enter the world
market with these luxury
goods, consumers will turn
their noses and buy every-
thing the same - either their
own or Chinese, Turkish
production - paying an
order of magnitude cheap-
er. Yes, yes, the epic battles
of our ladies of the demi-
monde in terms of
"explaining for gear" and
for a fake bag - they are
exactly about that.

Overpriced European
goods are successfully sold
in the US and - very impor-
tantly - in Britain. These
two countries account for
more than 30 percent of
European exports (China
only 10). This is what keeps
the EU economy afloat.

However, at any moment
the Americans can screw
this faucet. Forty years ago
they carved Japan in a sim-
ilar way. Congressmen
smashed a Japanese radio
receiver under the cameras
with hammers. Japanese
products have been thrown
out of the US market thanks
to brutal tariffs and duties.
The Plaza agreement was
imposed on the country. As
a result, the Japanese yen
devalued, the country's
economy went into a peak
and still has not really
recovered.

Now the fate of Japan
threatens the economic
locomotives of Europe -
Germany and France. And
people there know about it.
And he has a great perspec-
tive. If the United States
unleashes a trade war
against the EU, the
Americans themselves will
suffer insignificantly, but
for Europe it will be a com-
plete ruin: the closure of
production, mass bankrupt-
cies, unemployment,
poverty.

The scheme worked per-
fectly as long as cheap
hydrocarbons were flowing
from Russia to Europe.
Now, however, the US is
running an artificial oil and
gas deficit. Their prices are
rising. Europeans will be
forced to raise prices for
their goods, as a result of
which sales will become
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even more problematic for
them. Who will buy a fash-
ionable bag that costs
15,000 euros today for
30,0007

And in the US, the print-
ing press is in full swing.
Trillions of dollars spring
up literally out of nothing.
With record prices for
hydrocarbons, Europeans
will be tied to the American
market even more strongly.
What should they do?

The answer to this ques-
tion lies in the gray area of
the economy. The Europ-
eans will - and are already
beginning - to cheat, stir up
all sorts of complex
schemes, lie, dodge and try
to escape from the power of
Washington, verbally
assuring him of their eter-
nal loyalty.

The loud scandal associ-
ated with the World Cup,
which has already been
dubbed "Katargate", clearly
illustrates the "new eco-
nomic policy" of the EU.

A dirty story floats on
the surface of the informa-
tion field. Allegedly, the
Vice-President of the
European Parliament, Eva
Kylie, as part of a "criminal
group”, as they say, took
bribes from the leadership
of Qatar and bribed col-
leagues to defend this coun-
try from attacks in prepara-
tion for the football cham-
pionship. Searches were
carried out in the house of
Eva Kylie and other defen-
dants, some bag of cash
was found, Eva accuses her
lover of betrayal, her father
takes the blame - well, in
general, there are enough
plots for several seasons of
the detective series.

If you take a closer look
at this story, you can see
that it is by no means about
football, but about the
economy. The period of
preparation for the football
championship was at the
same time the time of the
liveliest negotiations that
the leaders of the European
countries had with Qatar.
This country is an ideal
economic partner for the
EU. On the one hand, Qatar
can supply gas, on the other
hand, it can buy up any
European luxury in com-
mercial volumes.

And since the summer
there has been intense trad-
ing. On November 29, it
ended with Qatar signing a
long-term agreement with
Germany on the supply of
LNG for 15 years starting
from 2026 in the amount of
two million tons annually.
Prior to this, the Italian Eni
and the French Total
entered joint gas production
projects with Qatar.

Two million tons is, of
course, very little, so the
negotiations will go on, the
leaders  of  individual
European countries will
fight for Qatari gas, and
Qatar, of course, will
receive all sorts of goodies
for this, including image
ones. To present a gold
medal to Lionel Messi is
also a separate trophy in
our times.

Interestingly, at all
stages of negotiations with
Qatar, Greece actively tried
to fit in: there is one LNG
terminal there, the second
one is under construction
now, and the geographical
location obliges. Back in
August, the Prime Minister
of Greece said directly in
Doha that his country was
going to become a gas
bridge between Qatar and
Europe.

Returning to the notori-
ous Cathargate: Eva Kylie
belongs to an influential
Greek family. It seems that
this beautiful blonde was
used to cover up precisely
the economic ties between
Europe and Qatar. Because
Washington, of course, is
very annoyed by all this ini-
tiative of the Europeans.

It is Washington's hench-
men in Brussels who are
promoting Cathargate
today. On the one hand, it

distracts from the corrup-
tion scandal with European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen. She
has long been accused of
pushing vaccine purchases
from Pfizer for a bribe.
However, according to
Washington, when a
European politician serves
an American corporation
for money, this is good. The
scandal with Ursula is
being diligently extin-
guished - just like the story
with Macron, who lobbied
for the interests of the
American company Uber,
was extinguished.

At the same time,
Cathargate is a signal to
European leaders not to
overdo it. They must buy
hydrocarbons strictly from
American companies, and
deliver goods only where
Washington allows. And to
"do not rock the boat and sit
straight."

However, the situation in
the economy is such that
the Europeans are forced to
rock the boat. Olaf Scholz
sneaked into Beijing in the
summer to avoid being
noticed in the White House.
At the G20 in Bali,
European leaders lined up
for Xi Jinping "to talk." Of
course, they all need an
alternative market to the
American one.

In the same way - slowly
- they spud and alternative
suppliers of hydrocarbons.
Just remember how recent-
ly Macron courted Maduro
at the 27th Conference of
the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change, which
was held in Sharm el-
Sheikh. As soon as oil was
needed, the French presi-
dent immediately forgot
that on the orders of
American patrons, the
regime of the Venezuelan
leader was "shaking".

Large-scale infrastruc-
ture projects have not gone
away either. In Germany
and other European coun-
tries, most of the 5G is still
being developed on Huawei
technologies. The French
have not abandoned a joint
plan with China to build
infrastructure in Europe,
Africa and Southeast Asia -
the total cost of this project
is more than $ 1.7 billion.

Of course, the
Europeans will do all this
on the sly, in the gray zone
of the world economy.
There will be bribes, and
smuggling, and whatever.
How could it be otherwise,
if Washington controls
almost the entire white
economy in such a way that
one cannot breathe.

For their part, the
Americans will shout to the
whole world about
European corruption, well,
here, as they say, a thief
stole a club from a thief.
They will be the hands of
their proteges in the Old
World to start lawsuits,
arrange purges and show
trials.

Washington's appeals to
Themis look amazing after
what they did to her. In
front of our eyes, in a cou-
ple of years, strategic oppo-
nents have completely
destroyed all the rules and
laws by which the world
economy existed. All these
IMF and WTO have lost all
meaning. They don't work,
let's face it.

Naturally, in order to
survive, states will look for
workarounds and work in
the gray zone of the econo-
my. There is a suspicion
that not immediately, but a
new system of rules and
interactions will be built
here. This will be the real
economy of the multipolar
world. The place of the
USA in it will be very mod-
est. And Europe, in order to
survive, will have to
become a blonde outlaw -
to lie, dodge, cunning.
Perhaps in this way she will
be able not to repeat the sad
fate of Eva Kylie, which
the angry Washington
demands to urgently land
on the bunk.
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Ayaz for action plan
to boost Pakistan-
Kazakhstan trade

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal = Minister  for
Economic Affairs, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq here on Friday
highlighted the importance
of developing a plan of
action for improving trade
between Pakistan and
Kazakhstan, which is a far
blow to its potential.
Addressing the Pakistan-

Kazakhstan Inter-
Governmental Joint
Commission (IJC), the

minister said the trade vol-
ume between the two coun-
tries was recorded at just
$163 million in 2022,
including $163 million
exports from Pakistan and
$56 imports from
Kazakhstan.

He said, there was a lot
of potential available that
needs to be explored and
highlighted that both coun-
tries should develop a plan
of action to raise the trade
volume through enhanced

trade activities and the
removal of trade barriers.

He said holding frequent
joint business council meet-
ings and facilitating busi-
nesses to introduce prod-
ucts into each-others mar-
kets could also play a vital
role in promoting the trade.

The minister expressed
the hope that early finaliza-
tion and signing of a transit
trade agreement between
the two sides would further
enhance bilateral trade.

The  minister  said,
Pakistan and Kazakhstan
enjoy good cordial relations
that would be further
strengthened through this
forum, which was estab-
lished back in 1993.

He said, 1JC resulted in
enhancing bilateral rela-
tions between the two
countries in various fields
including trade, invest-
ment, cultural exchange
and tourism.

He expressed the hope
that IJC would provide a
solid base to consolidate
relations to move forward
for capitalization of eco-
nomic opportunities avail-
able including investment,
and trade to benefit people.

He said, business and
investment in Pakistan have
improved and various
agreements with
Kazakhstan would further
help enhance it.

He said, the promotion
of tourism and culture was
also a priority of the
Pakistan government as
Pakistan was a beautiful
place with huge diversity,
having 5 out of 14 highest
peaks of over 8000 meters.
He invited Kazakistan in
the tourism sector.

He also underlined the
need for cooperation in
agriculture research as the
economy of both countries
has a dependence on agri-

culture.

He said cooperation
could be enhanced for
value addition, processing
and joint ventures.

He said cooperation
could also be enhanced in
the higher education sec-
tor by the exchange of
faculty and students
besides the signing of
agreements between vari-
ous universities.

He said, Pakistan
attaches importance to a
peaceful environment in
the neighborhood and
invited Kazakhstan to be
part of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) benefit
from it.

He said, there was also
a need to have connectivi-
ty through rail, road, and
air besides cooperating in
tapping the potential of
natural resources and pre-
cious metals.

and

Japan inflation at
3.7% 1n November,
highest since 1981

TOKYO (AFP/APP):
Prices in Japan rose at their
fastest pace since 1981 in
November, data showed
Friday, fuelled in part by

Export of Sports goods

increases 29.36 %

during July-November

‘Climate challenge needs coordinated
actions from key stakeholders’

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Overseas Investors
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(OICCI), the collective body of over
200 foreign investors, launched a
whitepaper titled, "Synergizing the
Climate Ambition: A Blueprint for
Achieving NDCs through Private
Sector Engagement in Pakistan".

The paper was presented at a
Round Table which featured Dr.
Shamshad Akhtar, Waqar Hussain
Pulpoto, Ali Tauqeer, and experts
from academia, corporates, and social
sector organizations.

The white paper incorporates the
key learnings and insights from
Pakistan Climate Conference 2022,
organized by OICCI in Karachi on
March 16, 2022. The conference
brought together global climate
experts, policy makers and corporate
decision-makers including global
CEOs, Mr. Alan Jope (Unilever), Mr.
Jesper Brodin (IKEA), Mr. Bill
Winters (Standard Chartered Bank),
and Mr. Alok Sharma, President
COP26. This white paper also show-
cases the best practices from the
industry, highlights the commitment
of OICCI members, such as Chevron,
Indus Motors, Engro Corporation and
Unilever etc. to promote positive cli-
mate actions accompanied by an out-
line for action to boost public-private
investment in climate change adapta-
tion and resilience.

Pakistan made an ambitious com-
mitment, according to the OICCI

white paper, of reducing 50% emis-
sions by 2030 in the Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs)
targets presented at the 26th
Conference of Parties (COP26).
Under Pakistan's NDCs, about 15%
of the total proposed emissions
reduction is unconditional whereas
the remaining 35% is to be achieved
subject to conditional support from
bilateral and multilateral sources.

Dr. Shamshad Akhtar while address-
ing the round table mentioned, "PSX
launched ESG taskforce and interaction
with all the corporates in Pakistan. ESG
compliance is very important for
attracting foreign direct investment and
is a very attractive instrument to attract
long term investment."

"With ever-rising greenhouse gas
concentrations and accumulated heat,
the past eight years have been the
warmest on record. Heatwaves,
droughts, and floods have affected
millions making it evident that cli-
mate change is a grave and mounting
threat globally", said Vice President
OICCI and CEO Unilever Pakistan
Amir Paracha during the report
launch event. "Pakistan is the 5th
most vulnerable country despite hav-
ing less than 1% greenhouse gas
emissions. Taking the right actions
now can move us towards a fairer,
more sustainable world by addressing
climate change", he added.

The industries will require, as per
OICCI white paper, transforming
business models that could open new
revenue streams and drive innova-

tion. However, the industry partners
cannot work alone without the sup-
port from government, civil society,
and consumer bodies. Coordinated
actions, behavioral change, financial
commitments, and compliance with
regulatory frameworks will be need-
ed, highlights the white paper.

The OICCI's recommended
roadmap aims at harmonizing the
efforts, sharing learnings of OICCI
members such as Shell Pakistan,
Siemens, Total Parco and Nestle etc.
and lead the way for other industry
players. The monitoring and evalua-
tion mechanism suggested in the
working paper will help consolidate
data and efforts for promoting collab-
orations as well as support the indus-
try and government stakeholders to
streamline the projection and demon-
stration of their work.

"Pakistan is at a crossroads, the
decision it takes today will impact the
sustainability of its future" commend-
ed M. Abdul Aleem, CE/Secretary
General, OICCI, adding that, "a key
outcome proposed by OICCI through
this white paper is the recommendation
to the Government to adopt three pri-
mary resolutions to mobilize climate
action amongst stakeholders across the
country - Set up a Climate Change and
Corporate  Implementation  Task
Force, establish a  Steering
Committee that reviews and gradual-
ly raises the bar for improving the
Climate Related Disclosures thought-
fully and develop a Pakistan Climate
Knowledge Sharing Initiative".

Fruits, vegetables valuing
$133.456m exported in 5 months

ISLAMABAD (APP): Different
fruits and vegetables worth $133.456
million were exported during first
five months of current financial year
as compared the exports of the corre-
sponding period of last year.

The exports of vegetables from the
country during the period under
review grew by 20.86 percent, where
as exports of fruits decreased by
37.24 percent as compared to exports
of corresponding period of last year.

During the period from July-
November, 2022 about 423,489 met-
ric tons of vegetables valuing
$121.976 million exported as com-
pared the exports of 278,244 metric
tons worth $100.926 million of same
period last year.

However, the exports of fresh
fruits from the country during peri-
od under review decreased by
37.24 percent as about 187,744

metric tons of fruits worth
$111.480 million exported as
against the exports of 211,640 met-
ric tons valuing $177.631 million
of same period last year, according
the data of Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics.

In last five months, about 48
metric tons of leguminous vegeta-
bles worth $47,000 exported, which
posted 100 percent growth as com-
pared the exports of same period of
last year. On the other hand,
$185.952 million earned by export-
ing about 71,659 metric tons of fish
and fish preparations as against the
exports of 56,731 metric tons of
fish valuing $150.502 million of
same period of last year.

During the period form July-
November, 2022, the exports of meat
and meat products also grew by 20.64
percent as about 34,340 metric tons

of above mentioned commodities
worth $161.310 million exported as
against the exports of 30,870 metric
tons valuing 133.714 million of same
period of last year.

It is pertinent to mention here that
overall food group exports from the
country during the first five months
of the current financial year wit-
nessed about a 1.03 percent decrease,
whereas imports increased by 1.63
percent as compared to the exports
and imports of the corresponding
period of last year.

During July-November, this year,
exports of different food commodi-
ties was $1.927 billion as compared
to $1.947 billion in the same period
of last year, whereas food com-
modities valuing $4.080 billion
were imported as against the
imports of $4.015 billion of the
same period, last year.

ISLAMABAD: People selecting secondhand overcoats at a roadsid stall.

higher energy costs.

Core consumer prices,
which exclude volatile
fresh food costs, climbed
3.7 percent last month,
compared to a year earlier,
data released by the inter-
nal affairs ministry showed.
Prices jumped most for
processed food items but
were also higher for elec-
tricity and durable goods
like air conditioners. Rises
in gasoline costs were tem-
pered by government subsi-
dies. The November figure
is well below the sky-high
levels that have sparked
concern in the United
States, Britain and else-
where, but far exceeds the
Bank of Japan's long-term
goal of 2.0 percent.

Even excluding fresh
food and energy, the index
was up 2.8 percent.

The headline core con-
sumer price index (CPI)
has risen consistently since
the beginning of the year,
putting pressure on the
Bank of Japan to tweak its
longstanding monetary eas-
ing policies. The US
Federal Reserve and other
central banks have sharply
hiked interest rates this
year to tackle inflation. But
Japan, which since the
1990s has swung between
periods of sluggish infla-
tion and deflation, has gone
against the grain and con-
tinues to keep interest rates
at ultra-low levels as it tries
to kickstart its economy.

The Bank of Japan says
it sees the recent price
increases as temporary and
that there is no reason to
change course yet.

The starkly different
approaches taken by the
BoJ and the Fed have driv-
en down the value of the
yen against the dollar this
year from around 115 yen
per dollar in March to as
low as 151 yen. The curren-
cy has recovered some-
what, helped by govern-
ment interventions. This
week, the Japanese central
bank delivered a shock
tweak to its ultra-easy mon-
etary policy, prompting the
yen to strengthen rapidly.

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The export of sports
goods from the country
witnessed an increase of
29.36 percent during the
first five months of the
current financial year
(2022-23) as compared to
the export of correspon-
ding months of last year.

The country exported
sports  goods  worth
$174.034 million during
July-November (2022-
23) as compared to the
export of $135.034 mil-
lion during July-
November (2021-22),
showing growth of 29.36
percent, according to the
Pakistan =~ Bureau  of
Statistics (PBS).

Among the sports
products, the exports of
footballs rose by 60.16
percent as its surging
from $63.671 million last
year to $101.976 million
during the current year.

The gloves exports
however dropped by 2.73
percent by going down
from the US $31.724 mil-
lion last year to US
$30.857 million during
the current year, the PBS
data revealed.

Likewise, the exports

of all other sports goods
increased by 5.56 percent
to $41.843 million from
US  $39.639 million
last year.

Meanwhile, year-on-
year basis the sports
goods export witnessed
an increase of 18.85 per-
cent in November 2022
as compared with the
export of the same month
of last year.

The sports goods
exports in November
2022 were recorded at
$35.458 million against
exports of $29.835 mil-
lion in November 2021.

During the period
under review, the foot-
balls export increase by
52.52 percent whereas
the exports of gloves and
all other sports product
however dipped by 14.52
and 4.74 percent respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, on month-
on-month  basis, the
exports of sports goods
decreased by 4.19 per-
cent during November
2022, as compared to the
exports of $37.007 mil-
lion in October 2022, the
PBS data revealed.

On month-on-month

basis, the exports of foot-
balls and gloves
decreased by 7.22 and
9.04 percent respectively
in addition the exports of
other sports commodities
increased by 8.27
percent.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that during the
first five months of the
current fiscal year, the
merchandise trade deficit
witnessed a decline of
30.14 percent and was
recorded

at $ 14,406 million this
year against the deficit of

$ 20,621 million last
year.
According to PBS

data, the exports from
July-November 2022
were recorded at $11,932
million  against  the
exports of $12,362 mil-
lion in July-November
(2021-22), showing a
decline of 3.48 percent.

On the other hand, the
imports of the country
decreased by 20.15 per-
cent during the period
under review by going
down from $ 32,983 mil-
lion last year to $ 26,338
million during the
current year.

Deposit protection corporation
1ssues annual report for FY22

F.P. Report
KARACHLI: Deposit
Protection  Corporation

(DPC), a subsidiary of State
Bank of Pakistan, has
issued its second Annual
Report today, covering its
activities for FY22.

The report has been
issued with the objectives
to further enhance public
awareness regarding
explicit but limited protec-
tion of deposits in the bank-
ing sector, the role of DPC
in financial stability and to
provide disclosure of its
financial position. The total
number of depositors that

falls under DPC's protec-
tion scheme goes beyond
98 percent and out of these
approximately 95 percent
of the depositors are now
fully protected.

The report highlights
the Corporation's mile-
stones and provides statis-
tics on important factors
like total and eligible
deposits, coverage ratio,
premium received and
growth in deposits. A part
of the report has been
exclusively dedicated to
public awareness and cor-
porate communications,
which reflects the
Corporation's endeavors

towards public awareness.

It may be mentioned
here that DPC commenced
its operation in 2018 as a
subsidiary of State Bank of
Pakistan. It has been man-
dated to compensate the
bank depositors for their
loss in the event of a bank
failure, as provided in the
Deposit Protection
Corporation Act, 2016. All
scheduled banks in
Pakistan are member banks
of its deposit protection
scheme. DPC provides cov-
erage of up to Rs. 500,000
per depositor-per bank for
the domestic operations of
member banks.

| ket.

Two years after EU exit, UK
business feels Brexit blues

LONDON (AFP/APP): Two years
after Britain's departure from the
European Union, bosses of UK
businesses are reeling from the cost
of Brexit, including some who
voted to cut ties with Brussels.

"It's cost, cost, cost with no ben-
efit," noted Adrian Hanrahan, chief
executive of a small chemicals
company, Robinson Brothers,

|| based in central England and for

which the EU remains a key mar-

The problem is not the customs

=~ | duties, largely eliminated by the

post-Brexit free trade agreement
between London and Brussels, but
rather a mountain of new regulato-
ry paperwork.

"We've added probably 25 per-
cent extra now on our administra-
tion costs just to cope with the
changing paperwork... of getting
stuff in from the EU and out of the
EU," Hanrahan told AFP.

The company employs 265 peo-
ple, producing chemicals used by
various sectors featuring food,
electronics, pharmaceutical and
other firms.

Robinson  Brothers exports
around 70 percent of its products,
of which more than half goes to the
EU. The company is far from alone
in struggling with the consequences

|| of Brexit, with 56 percent of UK
businesses

facing difficulties
adapting to new trading rules, the
British Chambers of Commerce

said Wednesday.

"Businesses feel they are bang-
ing their heads against a brick wall
as nothing has been done to help
them," said BCC director general
Shevaun Haviland.

"The longer the current problems
go unchecked, the more EU traders
go elsewhere, and the more damage
is done."

The government of Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak has said it
believes the UK economy has
entered a recession on fallout from
sky-high inflation.

While it repeatedly blames this
on Russia's invasion of Ukraine
fuelling energy prices, analysts
claim Brexit has also pushed up
costs.

"There's good causal evidence
that the depreciation of sterling
immediately following (the 2016
vote for) Brexit led to higher infla-
tion, specifically for goods we
import a lot of," London School of
Economics researcher Nikhil Datta
told AFP.

He added that new trade deals,
such as the one struck with
Australia, "have been tiny".

Bank of England monetary poli-
cy committee member Swati
Dhingra told MPs last month that
Brexit was to blame for "a much
bigger slowdown in trade in the UK
compared to the rest of the world".

According to King's College
London economist Jonathan Portes,

"there is a reasonable degree of
consensus that Brexit has reduced
UK trade by perhaps 10 to 15 per-
cent compared to a no-Brexit sce-
nario". The government's own eco-
nomic forecasting body, the OBR,
estimates that Brexit will reduce
the country's long-term output by
around four percent.

Complicating matters has been
the loss of EU workers in sectors
such as health, hospitality and agri-
culture, even if some of those
returning home have been replaced
by staff from non-EU countries.

Witnessing the fallout, some
high-profile bosses who voted for
Brexit are calling on the govern-
ment to relax the new and tighter
immigration rules.

"In respect to immigration, it's
definitely not the Brexit I wanted,"
Simon Wolfson, head of clothing
giant Next, told the BBC last
month.

Tim Martin, boss of pubs group J
D Wetherspoon, is of a similar
opinion.

For Hanrahan, Brexit fallout has
led questioning whether his compa-
ny can survive.

"If this continues, then we have
no other option but to shrink our
offering to remain in business.
"We've had two or three very large
German customers tell us that
they're no longer going to come to
us because it's too complex for them
to work with anybody in the UK."
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In brief

Sydney terminate
Farooqi’s contract

SYDNEY (Agencies):
Sydney Thunder have
cancelled their contract
with Fazalhaq Farooqi
for behaviour "sitting
outside our values". A
complaint was made
about the 22-year-old
Afghanistan fast
bowler on 15
December, which was
referred to Cricket
Australia for investiga-
tion. Following the
investigation, Thunder
have terminated
Farooqi's contract with
immediate effect. A
day after the complaint
was made, Thunder
were bowled out for 15
- the lowest score in
men's Twenty20 histo-
ry. In a statement,
Cricket NSW CEO
Lee Germon said: "The
behaviours displayed
by Fazalhaq Farooqi
sit outside our values
and it was determined
that his contract be ter-
minated." The club
have not revealed what
Farooqi was being
investigated for.
Germon added: "Our
focus now is providing
the necessary support
to those affected by
this incident." Farooqi
has 17 international
T20 caps and signed a
nine-game deal with
Thunder after impress-
ing in last month's
World Cup in
Australia. He has taken
five wickets in four
BBL matches. Thunder
say no decision has yet
been made about a
replacement.

Swabi upset
Mardan

PESHAWAR (APP):
Star  player Swabi
Tahzeeb Khan on
Friday hammered a
cracking unbeaten 43
runs steering her team to
clinch the coveted tro-
phy of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Inter-
Constituency Women’s
Games-2022 Cricket,
played at BISE Mardan
Sports Complex
ground. Opener
Tahzeeb along with
another opening star
Maryium Khan guided
their team to a comfort-
able 9-wicket victory
with Maryium the first
to be out for 28 runs
including one six and
four boundaries.
Tahzeeb smashed an
unbeaten 43  runs
including four sixes and
two boundaries. The
strong Mardan team had
the services of cricket
players including
Kainat, Salma, Tuba,
Aiman and Javeria but
they failed against the
Swabi team. Mardan
won the toss and scored
85 runs for the loss of
four wickets. Kainat
was the leading contrib-
utor with her 27 runs
including three bound-
aries, Aiman made 23
with two boundaries
and one six, whereas
Salma and Tuba scored
17 runs each with two
boundaries. For Swabi
right-arm  Maryium,
Nooreen, Arsh and
Tahzeeb took one wick-
et each. Arsh was also
the pick of the pack who
took three timely diffi-
cult catches and played
a key role in her team’s
victory as a fielder on
the long-on boundary.
Mardan had set up an 86
runs winning target for
Swabi. Tahzeeb and
Mariyum, who recently
represented KP in the
PCB Women UI9
Cricket, played a key
role in their team victo-
ry with star fielder
Arsha Khan who took
three catches. Faryal
was the other not-out
player for Swabi who
scored 16 runs. Thus,
Swabi won the match
by nine wickets. For
Mardan, Tuba took one
wicket. Member of
Provincial ~Assembly
Sajida Hanif was the
chief guest on the occa-
sion who gave away tro-
phies and cash prizes to
the winners and runners-
up. Six teams each from
all UCs from Mardan,
Swabi and Nowshera
took part in the game.
Director Female Games
Rashida Ghaznavi,
Regional Sports Officer
Nimatullah,  Deputy
Director Syed Jafar
Shah, Director Sports
Mardan Board Asia,
RSO Swabi Tariq Khan,
DSO Mardan Abzar
Khan, coaches Sumaira
and Bushra were also
present.

J,

PSF National
Squash C’ship
2022 kicks off

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
PSF National Squash
Championship 2022 rolled
into action at Mushaf
Squash Complex, here on

Monday.
The event has been
organized by Pakistan

Squash Federation (PSF) as
part of its efforts to promote
the game of squash in the
country. The championship
is taking place in various
categories — the senior
events, which include men
seniors, women seniors and
the Ist National Masters
Championship are sched-
uled from December 23-25.
The junior boys and girls
events will be played from
December 25-28. The junior
boys’ event includes U-11,
U-13, U-15, U-17, and U-19
categories, whereas junior
girls’ event will be played in
U-15 and U-19 age groups.
An amount of Rs 900,000/-
will be distributed as prize
money amongst players.
The Ist and 2nd round
matches of senior events
were played on Friday.
Following are the results:
Men Senior Round 1:
Noor Zaman (KP) bt
Abdullah  (Army) 11/5,
12/10, 11/9 (25 min), Tanveer
(KP) bt Kamran (KP) 12/10,
9/11, 12/10 11/7 (28 Min),
Faraz (Navy) bt Arbab
Mehran (KP) 11/8, 11/5, 11/3
(17 min), Samiulah (KP) bt
Naveed Rehman (Sindh)
10/12, 1173, 11/9, 6/11, 11/8
(41 min), Hamza Khan
(Army) bt Zain Ramzan
(PB) 9/5 (Retd), Wagqar
Mehboob (KP) bt Fawad
(KP) 11/8, 11/3, 11/8 (20
min), Ashar Butt (PB) bt
Wajihullah (KP) 1172, 11/4,
11/3 17Min, Zeeshan zeb
(KP) by Mehmood Mehboob
(PB) 11/2, 11/4, 11/3 18 Min,
Nasir Ibgal (Wapda) bt Anas

Ali (KP) 12/10, 11/3, 11/8 15
Min, Abdul Qadir (PB) bt
Khagan Malik (PB) 8/11,
9/11, 11/5, 11/5, 11/2 25 Min,
Sadam Ul Haq (Army) bt
Varun Asif (PB) 11/4, 11/1,
11/9 18 Min, Bilal Zakir
(Army) bt Abdullah (KP)
11/7,11/3, 11/4 17m, Salman
Saleem (PB) bt Jawad (KP)
11/5, 11/7, 11/9, 19 Min,
Mutahir Ali (KP) bt Owais
Mastor (Sindh) 11/3, 11/8,
11/2 28 Min, Kushal Riaz
(KP) bt Usman Nadeem (PB)
11/5, 10/12, 11/1, 4/11, 11/2,
Farhan Zaman (PAF bt
Abdullah Nadeem (PB),
9/11, 11/9, 11/7, 11/6 22 Min.
Round 2:

Noor Zaman (KP) bt
Tanveer Khan (KP) 11/3,
11/8, 11/5 15 Min, Faraz
(Navy) bt Naveed Rehman
(Sindh) 11/9, 11/6, 11/7 27
Min, Wagar Mehboob (KP)
bt Zain Ramzan (PB) 11/9,
11/3, 11/4 17 Min, Zeeshan
Zeb (KP) bt Ashar Butt (PB)
11/4, 11/8, 11/2 18 Min,
Nasir Igbal (Wapda) bt
Abdul Qadir (PB) 11/1,
11/7,11/7 18 Min, Sadam Ul
Haq (Army) bt Bilal Zakir
(Army) 9/11, 11/5, 11/4,
11/5 29 Min, Salman Saleem
(PB) bt Mutahir Ali (KP)
9/11, 11/8, 11/4, 8/11, 11/4
40 Min, Farhan Zaman
(PAF) bt Khushal Riaz (KP)
11/5, 10/12, 11/1, 4/11, 1172
25 Min

‘Women Senior Round 1:

Anam Mustafa (Sindh)
bye, Mahnoor (Sindh) bye,
Zohra Abdullah (KP) bye,
Hira Ageel (KP) bye, Saima
Shoukat (Wapda) bye, Amna
Malik (Army) bt Wajeeha
Altaf (KP) 11/6, 11/2, 11/5
15 Min, Noor Ul Ain (PB) bt
Naheed Faiz (KP) 11/0,
11/2, 11/2 10 Min, Komal
Khan (Wapda) bye,
Mehwish Ali (Sindh) bye,
Maira (KP) bt Fajar (PB)

11/7, 11/4, 11/3 14 Min,
Sadia Gul (SNGPL) bye,
Mishal Khan (KP) bye,
Marium Malik (Army) bt
Kalsoom (KP) 11/4, 11/1,
11/3 16 Min, Sehrish Ali
(SIN) bye, Minahil Ageel
(KP) bt Zarlish Safdar,
Rushna Mehboob bye.
Round 2:

Anam Mustafa (Sindh) bt
Mahnoor Ali (Sindh) 11/6,
11/6, 11/6 13 Min, Hira
Ageel (KP) bt Zohra
Abdullah (KP) 4/11, 11/7,
11/8, 3/11, 11/4 30 Min,
Saima Shoukat (Wapda) bt
Amna Malik (Army) 7/11,
13/11, 1172, 11/3 20 Min ,
Noor Ul Ain (SNGPL) bt
Komal Khan (Wapda) 7/11,
13/11, 11/2, 11/3 20 Min,
Mehwish Ali (Sindh) bt
Maira (KP) 11/3, 11/4, 11/5
14 Min, Sadia Gul (SNGPL)
bt Mishal Khan (KP) 11/2,
11/1, 11/1 10 Min, Marium
Malik (Army) bt Sehrish Ali
(Sindh) 11/3, 11/4, 11/5 16
Min, Mihahil Ageel (KP) bt
Roshna Mehboob (ZTBL)
11/1, 11/3, 11/5 15 Min.

Masters Round 1:

Bilal Khudadad (AWC)
bt Muhammad Usman (PB)
11/3, 11/3, 11/6 17 Min, All
other players got bye

Round 2:

Bilal Khudadad (AWC)
bt Sheikh M Ibrahim (PB)
11/5, 11/3, 11/7 20 Min,
Imtiaz Ahmad (PB) bt Air
Cdre Waseem (PAF) 11/3,
13/11, 11/1 15 Min, Omar
Qadoosi (PB) got W/O, Wg
Cdr Taimur (PAF) bt Arif
Ali (Sindh) 11/6, 11/8, 11/1
16 Min, M Mehdi (Bal) bt
Col Zulfigar Malik (Army),
11/4, 12/10, 9/11, 12/10 26
Min, Air Cdre Babar (PAF)
bt Zahid Ali Shams (PB)
511, 11/7, 11/7, 8/11, 11/5
20 Min, Zubair Sheikh got
W/O, Habib Ahmad (PB)
got W/O.

Ageel to face Shoaib in
Begum Kulsum Saifullah
tourney final

ISLAMABAD (APP): Top
seed Ageel Khan and sec-
ond seed Muhammad
Shoaib made it to the final
of men's singles of the 8th
Begum Kulsum Saifullah
Khan National Ranking
Tennis Tournament 2022
after notching up wins in
the semifinals at the PTF-
SDA Tennis Complex
Islamabad on Friday.
Ageel dispatched
Muzammil Murtaza in
straight sets 7-5, 6-1, while
Shoaib prevailed against
Muhammad Abid 6-2, 6-2.
In the ladies' singles
first semi-final, seasoned
Sarah Mahboob outmaneu-
vered Natalia Zaman 6-2,
6-1 to take on Noor Malik
in the final, who in the
other semifinal outplayed
Meheq Khokhar 6-2, 6-3.
The finals of both cate-
gories will be held on
Saturday. Competitions

were also held in other cat-
egories on Friday.
Following are the com-
plete results: Men's Singles
Semi-Finals: Aqeel Khan
bt Muzammil Murtaza 7-
5,6-1; M. Shoaib bt M.
Abid  6-2,6-2  Men's
Doubles Fourth Quarter-
Finals: Aisam-ul-Haq
Qureshi / Ageel Khan bt
Bilal Asim / Mabhatir
Muhammad 6-0,6-0 Ladies
Singles Semi-Finals: Sarah
Mahboob bt Natalia Zaman
6-2, 6-1: Noor Malik bt
Meheq Khokhar 6-2,6-3
Boys Singles Quarter
Finals: Hamid Israr bt
Hamza Roman 6-2,6-3; M.
Talha Khan bt Mabhatir
Muhammad 6-1,4-6,7-5;
Sami Zeb Khan bt Ahmed
Nael Qureshi 6-4, 6-4;
Bilal Asim bt Farman
Shakeel 3-6,6-3,3-0 (retd)
Boys 14& Under Singles
Quarter-Finals: Abdul

Basit bt Taimoor Ansari 4-
2,5-3; Abubakar Talha bt
Nabeel Ali Qayum 4-1,4-0;
Sameer Zaman bt Haziq

Asim  4-2,4-2;  Amir
Mazari bt Muzammil
Bhand 4-2,4-2 Girls 14&
Under Singles  Semi-
Finals: Soha Ali bt

Lalarukh Sajid 4-0,4-0;
Zunaisha Noor bt Mahrukh
Sajid 4-2,1-4,4-0;Boys /
Girls 12&Under Singles
Quarter-Finals: Hajra bt
M. Arsalan 4-2,4-2; Razik
Sultan bt Ihsanullah Kabir
4-1,3-5,4-1; Hassan
Usmani bt Shayan Afridi
5-4(4); 2-4,5-4(3); Abdur
Rehman bt Haziq Areejo
4-0,4-1Men's 45Plus
Doubles Semi-Finals:
Mahmood Khan / Azeem
Khan bt Talha Waheed /
Rashid Ali 2-6,6-3(10-7);
Rashid Malik / Israr Gul bt
Imran Ahmad / Col.Zia 6-
0, 6-2.

Salt Bae banned from
major football tournament

CHICAGO  (Agencies):
Dubai-based chef Nusret
Gokgee, popularly known as
Salt Bae, has been banned
by US Open Cup — the
oldest national soccer com-
petition in the US — after
his antics at the FIFA World
Cup final upset fans. FIFA
has launched an investiga-
tion to find out how he
gained “undue access” to
the pitch and has promised
to take action.

On Wednesday, the
Open  Cup’s official
Twitter account declared a
ban on the celebrity chef
for their championship
final in 2023, which fea-
tures about 100 teams
from various levels. The
tweet has reached almost
17 million accounts and

has thousands of retweets

and comments, mostly
approving this decision.

There has been a lot of
chatter surrounding Salt
Bae following the FIFA
final — and not in a posi-
tive light. Photos and
videos of him have been
circulating on social media,
many shared by himself,
where he grabbed the tro-
phy out of a player’s hands,
posed with it and bit anoth-
er player’s medal.

These antics have dis-
mayed fans, who have
openly expressed their dis-
approval online. What
many have wondered is
how the 39-year-old
Turkish restaurateur got
onto the pitch in the first
place. They are also bring-

ing up the fact that Gokge
broke FIFA rules since the
trophy can only be held by
tournament winners and the
likes of FIFA officials and
heads of state.

According to AFP, FIFA
are probing into the matter.
“Following a review, FIFA
has been establishing how
individuals gained undue
access to the pitch after the
closing ceremony at Lusail
stadium on December 18,”
a spokesman told BBC.
“The appropriate internal
action will be taken.”

This is not Salt Bae’s
first controversy. He was
sued for $5 million in 2021
for misusing artwork fea-
turing himself. He had
commissioned one mural
but ended up using it for his
restaurants around the
world and as a logo. He has
also been recently criticised
for the ridiculously high
prices at his eateries.

Gokce owns a chain of
luxury restaurants around
the world including
Beverly Hills in Los
Angeles and London’s
swish Knightsbridge.

His  technique for
preparing and seasoning
meat with salt has become
an internet meme.

after ‘upsetting behaviour’

National Netball
Championships

in February
next year

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Men and Women
Netball ~ Championships
will be held from February
11 to 14, 2023 at Pakistan
Sports Complex Islamabad,
Pakistan Netball Federation
(NBF) said on Friday.

The championships will
be played under the super-
vision of PNF in collabora-
tion with the Pakistan
Sports Board. Pakistan
WAPDA will defend their
title in both men and
women events.

President of NBF
Mudassar Arain in a state-
ment said that 16 teams
from all over the country
had been invited to partici-
pate in the event. The teams
include Pakistan Army,
Pakistan Railways, Pakistan
Air Force, Pakistan Navy,
Pakistan WAPDA, Pakistan
Police, Higher Education
Commission, LUMS,
Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan
Inter Board, AJK, Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, LGS,
Balochistan and Islamabad.

The Manager’s Meeting
of the participants will be
held on February 10. The
semifinals will be played
on February 13, while the
finals of both events will be
held on February 14.

After the final matches,
trophies, medals and cer-
tificates will be delivered to
the winning teams.
Mudassar that the players
showing good performance
during the c’ships will be
selected for the national
men and women teams.

Sam Curran
becomes most
expensive
IPL player

NEW DELHI (Agencies):
England's Sam Curran has
become the most expensive
auction buy in the history
of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) after being
bought by Punjab Kings for
£1.85m. Six franchises
made a bid for the 24-year-
old all-rounder before
Punjab were eventually
successful.

Yorkshire's Harry Brook
has been sold to Sunrisers
Hyderabad for £1.35m. The
23-year-old was the leading
run-scorer for England in
their recent 3-0 Test series
win in Pakistan. Curran
was named player of the
tournament at this year's
Twenty20 World Cup after
helping England to become
double white-ball world
champions.

He took 13 wickets at an
average of 11.38 in last
month's event in Australia
and has improved his bat-
ting to become a genuine
all-rounder. "Back to where
it all started! Looking for-
ward to it," Curran tweeted.

The previous most
expensive IPL player was
South Africa all-rounder
Chris Morris, who was
signed by Rajasthan Royals
for £1.6m in April 2021.
That figure was overtaken
again on Friday when
Mumbai Indians paid
£1.75m for Australian all-
rounder Cameron Green.

England red-ball captain
and all-rounder Ben Stokes
was acquired for £1.63m
by Chennai Super Kings -
one of the franchises to
miss out on Curran.

However Stokes' England
team-mate, batter Joe Root,
went unsold, as did teenager
Rehan Ahmed, Tom Curran
and Chris Jordan.

Adil Rashid will join
Brook in Hyderabad, while
Will Jacks and Reece
Topley have been signed by
Royal Challengers
Bangalore and  Delhi
Capitals took Phil Salt.

Left arm seamer Josh
Little became the first
Irish player to win a full
IPL contract as he was
signed by Gujarat Titans
for nearly £450,000.

Lahore Open Polo

Diamond Paints/Sheikhoo
Steel, FG/Din Polo
qualify for main final

LAHORE (APP):
Diamond Paints/Sheikhoo
Steel and FG/Din Polo
qualified for the main final
of the Coca-Cola Lahore
Open Polo Championship
2022 after winning their
respective semifinals
played here at the Lahore
Polo Club on Friday.
Manuel Carranza's
superb seven goals steered
Diamond Paints/Sheikhoo
Steel outclass Salam Polo
by a good margin of 10-4
in the first semifinal.
Nicolas Antinori, the for-
eign player of Diamond
Paints/Sheikhoo Steel, got
injured at the end of the
first round and was
replaced by  Manuel

Carranza, who remained
instrumental throughout
the next three rounds.

Carranza emerged as top
scorer with a classic contri-
bution of seven goals while
his teammates Nicolas
Antinori, Mir Huzaifa
Ahmed and Omar Asjad
Malhi scored one goal each
from the winning side.

Nicolas Ruiz Guinazu
and Hamza Ali Hakeem
banged in a brace for
Salam Polo.

Tomas Marin Moreni
fired in fabulous five
goals in FG/Din Polo's
convincing 7-5 triumph
over Diamond Paints in
the second semifinal of
the day. Moreno was top

scorer from the winning
side with a contribution of
five goals while his team-
mates Shah Shamyl Alam
and Mian Abbas Mukhtar
converted one goal apiece.
Lt Col Omer Minhas (R)
cracked a quartet and Mir
Shoaib Ahmed struck one
goal for Diamond Paints.
The main final of the

prestigious  tournament
will be played on
December 25 between

Diamond Paints/Sheikhoo
Steel and FG/Din Polo at
3:00 pm while the sub-
sidiary final will be con-
tested between Master
Paints Black and
Remington Pharma on the
same day at 1:30 pm.

12th Engro SGA President Cup

Saim Shazli and Yashal
Shah lead on first day

F.P. Report

KARACHI : First round of
the 12th Engro SGA
President Cup 2022 was
played on Friday at Defence
Authority Golf Club.

Saim Shazli and Yashal
Shah both from KGC are
leading In the main
Amateurs Category with a
joint score of 70, two under
par. M A Manan, Vivek
Anand and Arsalan Mughal
are following the duo with
74, two over par.

In the Veterans 75 years
and above, Col Shahid
Mahboob from DHA and
Group Captain Aftab A

Khan from KGC are at top
with joint score of 41. Dr.
Zubair Mirza is at third in
this category on first day.

Major Rizwan Farooq of
DHA Club is leading in
Veterans 70-75 years cate-
gory, with Brig Naveed
Nasar following him.

In the Juniors under 14
category, Waleed Bilal
from KGC is leading on
first day with 85, 13 over
par. Nyle Aurangzeb is fol-
lowing him with 87, 15
over par.

The 54 holes tournament
will be played for three
days, following the rules
and regulations of Pakistan

Golf Federation (PGF).
Final round will be played
on Sunday 25th December
and will decide the Winner
for this year. The greens at
DHA Golf Club are in best
shape and Karachi’s weath-
er is suitable for the play.

President Sindh Golf
Association - Khurram
Khan said, “Golf is help-
ful in maintaining both
physical and mental fit-
ness. It changes the way
you think and helps in
focussing. On behalf of
SGA, I would like to wel-
come all participants from
different areas of Pakistan
in this championship.”

National teams of India,
Afghanistan, others to play in
15th West Asia Baseball Cup

KARACHI (APP): The
national baseball teams of
India, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Palestine and
Afghanistan are expected
to participate in 15th West
Asia Baseball Cup sched-
uled to take place from
January 26 to February 2,
2023 in Islamabad.

These views  were
expressed by  Sindh
Baseball Association
President Engr.
Muhammad Mohsin

Khan, Secretary Pervez
Ahmad Sheikh, Vice
President Aisha Irum
while talking to President
Pakistan Federation
Baseball (PFB) Syed
Fakhar Ali Shah, said a
statement issued here on
Friday.

In a conversation after
the start of the coaching
camp of the Pakistan base-
ball team at the Pakistan

sports Complex Islamabad
under the Pakistan Sports
board for the preparations
to participate in the 15th
West Asia Baseball cup to
be held in Islamabad in
January, they said that,
these are efforts of PFB
President that the Baseball
Federation of Asia (BFA)
has given the hosting to
Pakistan.

They said the participa-
tion of national baseball
teams of India,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Palestine and Afghanistan
in the event will lead to
improvement in relations
with other neighboring
countries.

They  thanked the
Secretary  Sports and
Director General PSB on
the approval of this mega
event preparation?coach-
ing camp of one month.

Syed Fakhar Ali Shah

said that we have organ-
ized many international
events in Pakistan before
and considering our past
performance and services,
all other teams including
India will come to
Pakistan for participation.
Secretary of PFB
Women's Wing Aisha
Irum  said that the
Federation has organized
several international
events and matches in
Pakistan under the leader-
ship of late Syed Khawar
Shah in the past.

In which the Indian
team has also been partic-
ipating and this year,
under the leadership of
President Syed Fakhar Ali
Shah, the Malaysian
women's team has been
invited to Pakistan and
held a successful series,
so the West Asia Cup will
also be held successfully.

England recalls Broad for test series

LONDON (AP):
Experienced bowler Stuart
Broad has been recalled to
England’s squad for the
two-test series in New
Zealand while rising star
Rehan Ahmed will not
make the trip.

The 36-year-old Broad
is back after missing the
recent 3-0 test series
sweep in Pakistan for the
birth of his first child. The
first test begins Feb. 16 at
Mount Maunganui.

Ahmed became the
country’s youngest ever
men’s test cricket player
when the 18-year-old
legspinner lined up against
Pakistan in Karachi last
week and took a decisive

five-wicket haul.

The tests in New
Zealand are not likely to
favor spin and, with Jack
Leach retaining his status
as first-choice, Ahmed did
not make the 15-man
squad with England also
taking a careful approach
over his development.
Ahmed will play in the

UAE T20 League in
January.
Mark  Wood, who

impressed against Pakistan
after elbow surgery earlier
this year, will be rested
from all cricket in a bid to
protect him from further
injury ahead of the Ashes.

England is also being
careful with Jofra Archer,

who was picked for
January’s ODI trip to
South Africa but will wait
longer to return to test
cricket after a long spell
on the sidelines.

Along with Broad, the
bowling stocks are replen-
ished by fast bowlers
Matthew Potts and Olly
Stone. Potts started his test
career this summer by tak-
ing 20 wickets at an aver-
age of 28 in five appear-
ances.

Three other players who
took part in England’s first
test trip to Pakistan in 17
years were not included.
Liam Livingstone was
injured on his debut in
Rawalpindi, while opener

Keaton Jennings and
Jamie Overton, who did
not feature in the three-
match series, drop out.
Essex batter Dan
Lawrence joins for the
first time under the leader-
ship of head coach
Brendon McCullum — the
former New Zealand star
— and captain Ben Stokes.
England squad: Ben
Stokes (captain), James
Anderson, Stuart Broad,
Harry Brook, Zak
Crawley, Ben Duckett,
Ben Foakes, Will Jacks,

Dan Lawrence, Jack
Leach, Ollie Pope,
Matthew  Potts, Ollie

Robinson, Joe Root, Olly
Stone.
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Graduation
ceremony at NDU

ISLAMABAD (PPI):
Graduation Ceremony
for National Security
Course 2023 was held
here at  National
Defence  University
(NDU), Islamabad on
Friday. President Dr
Arif Alvi was the Chief
Guest. National
Security Course was
attended by selected
participants from Civil
Services of Pakistan,
along with officers
from the Armed
Forces. The main focus
of this course was to
enable the course
members to compre-
hend the interplay of
all elements of national
power in the construct
of Comprehensive
National Security.
President congratulat-
ed the graduating stu-
dents and awarded the
certificates.

IRSA releases
60,800 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Friday released 60,800
cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with
inflow  of 41,200
cusecs. According to
the data released by
IRSA, water level in
River Indus at Tarbela
Dam was 1489.29 feet
and was 91.29 feet
higher than its dead
level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was
recorded as 18,800
cusecs while outflow as
27,000 cusecs. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1116.50 feet, which
was 66.50 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 8,600
cusecs and 20,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa |,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded at 30,300,
27,700, 20,800 and
2,800 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
8,200 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 2,000 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Ranjha condemns
terrorist attack

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-
N) MNA, Mohsin
Shahnawaz Ranjha on
Friday strongly con-
demned the suicide
blast here that claimed
the life of a police offi-
cer and injured several
others. In a tweet, he
paid glowing tributes to
martyred Adeel
Hussain, and the injured
in averting a major dis-
aster. He prayed to
Allah  Almighty for
speedy recovery of
those injured, and to
give courage to the fam-
ily of the martyred offi-
cer to bear the irrepara-
ble loss with patience.

Christmas
celebrations

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Institute
of Folk and Traditional
Heritage (Lok Virsa)
celebrated Christmas in
a befitting manner here
Friday at Shakarparian.
A day-long Christmas
festival was organized
which featured special
attractions like congre-
gation of Christian
community, Christmas
cake-cutting ceremony,
the erection of a
Christmas tree, an exhi-
bition of artisans-at-
work with master arti-
sans in different spe-
cialized craft fields,
folk songs, folk dances,
video documentaries on
Christmas and perform-

ances by traditional
drummers (Dholis).
Lok Virsa complex

remained the center of
Christmas celebrations
throughout the day. A
prestigious  opening
ceremony was held at
the Pakistan National
Heritage Museum
which was attended by
the Christian commu-
nity and local audi-
ence. Pakistan National
Council of the Arts
(PNCA), Saint Thomas
Church, Blue Area and
U.P. Church, F-7/4 col-
laborated with Lok
Virsa for Christmas
celebrations.
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ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf in a group photo with Somalian delegation led
by Minister of Interior Federal Affairs and Reconciliation Mr. Ahmed Moalim Fiji Ahmed at Parliament House.
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Somalia to learn from
Pakistan’s experience of
constitutional development

ISLAMABAD (APP): A delegation
of ministers from Somalia is in the
town to attend seminars, sessions,
and visit various institutions to learn
from Pakistan’s experience of consti-
tutional development.

United Nations Development
Program UNDP-Pakistan and UNDP-
Somalia have organized the first-ever
Ministerial ~ Study  Tour  on
Federalism, Devolution and State-
Building from December 20 to 27,
2022. The Ministry of Interior,
Federal Affairs and Reconciliation
(MOIFAR) of Somalia is leading the
tour of honorable ministers represent-
ing both Federal Government and
Federal Member States including rep-
resentatives of Banadir Regional
Administration (BRA). His
Excellency, Mr. Ahmed Moallim Fiqi
Federal Minister, Ministry of Interior,
Federal Affairs and Reconciliation,
Federal Republic of Somalia is the
lead focal person of the study tour.

The technical sessions of the third
day were about Understanding
Somalia’s Constitutional Review
Process: Issues and Options,
Federalizing functional assignments:
Case Study of Implementation
Commission of 18th Amendment

from Governance Perspective; and
Constitution-Making  in  Post-
Independence Pakistan (1947-73): A
Recount of Power Struggles over
Federal Design. Ahmed Moallim Fiqi
Federal Minister, Ministry of Interior,
Federal Affairs and Reconciliation,
Federal Republic of Somalia and Ms.
Hoden Osman, advisor to the
President of Somalia, spoke about the
committees which are involved in the
constitution review process.

Ms. Hoden shed light on pathways
addressing the contentious issues
such a justice system, natural
resources, fiscal federalism, elec-
tions, and principles of the constitu-
tion such as subsidiarity and one
nation desiring equalization.

Somali delegates talked at length
about problems associated with inclu-
sive politics, and reasons why a
review process of the constitution is
taking place so that federal member
states come together and ensure a
peaceful state-building process.

Mohammad Ali Farah, who works
with UNDP Somalia, alluded to the
fact that political culture in Somalia
is presidential while political institu-
tions are parliamentary, and these
realities have to be addressed, too.

Pakistani delegates talked at length
about making the constitution review
which tries to help solve the problems
the nation is facing and does in a way
that an inclusionary political outcome
is possible. Former Chairman Senate,
Mian Raza advised the study tour del-
egates to work on creating one com-
mittee instead of three or four com-
mittees simultaneously dedicated to
constitutional reforms process.

He further advised that Somalia
should form two lists of powers
spread across the constitution; one
the federal and the other concurrent,
and then iron out them in a way that
solves the core contentious issues.

Maryam S. Khan, Research Fellow
at the Institute of Development and
Economic Alternatives (IDEAS) in
Pakistan, narrated the journey of
Pakistan’s constitutional development
during the last 75 years, and how dis-
memberment of Pakistan took place.
After 1971, she said, the question of
provincial autonomy emerged and
political institutions were designed to
address that question. It tried to address
the question of distribution of natural
resources and established the Council
of Common Interests along with
Senate as equal representation body.

H

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Higher Education
Commission (HEC) has
invited applications for the
Interim Placement of Fresh
PhDs (IPFP) programme in
all areas of study/disci-
plines under the IPFP
Phase-Il (Batch-1V).

According to official
sources, HEC launches the
IPFP programme to create
an opportunity for fresh
PhDs to obtain academic
experience and mentorship,
for one year in Higher
Education Institutions
(HEIs) and federal/provin-
cial government postgradu-
ate colleges prior to their
formal entry into the aca-
demic job market.

The sources said that as
per eligibility criteria, the
Pakistani/AJK nationality
holders can apply and their
age at the date of advertise-
ment should not be over 40
years. The candidates must
hold a Ph.D. degree from
any of the HEC-recognized
universities (Pakistani or
foreign) completed within at
the two years preceding the
advertisement, they added.

They should have pub-
lished at least two research
publications in HEC-recog-
nized or indexed journals.
Only unemployed appli-
cants are eligible.

However, those holding

Faculty

through

irregular or contract posi-
tions (or other sub-optimal
jobs) in universities or else-
where may apply, and if
selected, will have to resign
and submit a clearance cer-
tificate from their previous

Eligible candidates will
get an opportunity to attend
up to four weeks of out-
standing training (free of
cost) under the National

Program (NFDP) with a
team of highly reputed
international and national
trainers.
stipend will be paid during
the training, the sources
added. Under One-Year
placement at host institu-
tions, HEC will facilitate in
providing opportunity of
placement at HEIs for a
period of one year as an
IPFP Fellow by sharing the
credentials of successful
candidates with the public
sector institutions.
However, HEC will pay
a fixed remuneration during
placement, currently fixed
PKR
month for a period of 12
months from the date of
joining as IPFP Fellows.
Interested applicants are
required to apply online

http://eportal.hec.gov.pk/ipfp
for IPFP Phase-II (Batch-IV)
on or before January 16,

HC seeks applications for
interim placement of fresh PhDs

2023 till midnight. The
scanned copies of the HEC-
attested PhD degree, and/or
an equivalence certificate
the
Equivalence Section for for-
eign PhDs must be uploaded
together with the application,
they informed. Deposit slip
(cash counter receipt, online
or ATM transfer receipt) of
Rs. 3,000/(non-refundable)
as application processing fee
in favour of Director General
Finance, HEC in the Account
Number 1742-79001334-01
Habib Bank Limited shall
also be required to upload at
http://eportal.hec.gov.pk/ipfp
. Applicants are required to
post the hard copy (printed
application form) along with
photograph and original fee
deposit slip at the address
specified on the website.
Hard copy must be bounded
and flagged properly other-
wise will not be entertained.

Eligible applicants will
be required to appear in the
mandatory pre-assessment
test to be held tentatively
on Sunday, February 19,
2023. The applicants who
obtain a minimum score of
50% on the pre-assessment
test will attend the manda-
tory training under NFDP
followed by an evaluation
test before placement at
Education

issued by

Development

However, no

100,000/-  per

HEC  eportal:

Higher
Institutes (HEIs).

ITP distribute
gifts among
christian
employees

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Traffic Police
(Traffic Wing) on Friday
arranged a ceremony in
connection with Christmas
and distributed gifts among
these employees.

Chief Traffic Officer Dr.
Syed Mustafa Tanveer
joined a ceremony held
here at traffic police
Headquarters in honor of
Christian employees on
their holy occasion.

The event was held fol-
lowing the directions of IGP
Islamabad Dr Akbar Nasir
Khan and was attended by
Christian employees and
other senior police officers
and officials of traffic police.
The Chief Traffic Officer
said, "We are proud of
Christian employees who are
serving in various wings of
the force.The minorities
enjoy equal rights in the
country and are contributing
significantly to its develop-
ment." He said, "Christmas
event gives a lesson and all
of us should work together to
promote interfaith harmony."
Dr.Syed Mustafa Tanveer
also announced holidays for
Christian employees in the
traffic police force.

HEC

Govt committed
to root out
terrorism: Ahsan

RAWALPINDI (APP): Federal Minister
for Planning, Development, and Special
Initiatives Professor Ahsan Igbal here on
Friday said that the government was com-
mitted to ending terrorism in the country
and the whole nation stood by their side.
Talking to the media, he said that
resource-rich Pakistan was facing scores
of challenges due to political instability,
adding that economic stability could only
be achieved through political stability.
Expressing concern over the worsening
law and order situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), he said the provin-
cial government was not taking concrete
steps. "The elements that had been elimi-

nated are rising again," he said.

“We had eradicated terrorism earlier
and would root out the menace again,” he
added. The government would not allow
anyone to play with peace in Pakistan,
Ahsan Igbal said.

The KPK government gave another
opportunity for the terrorist elements to
rise again, he said.

"The government is working on the
economy and rehabilitation of the people
in flood-affected areas while Imran Khan
is playing political games, Ahsan Igbal
said. "There is a need to stand united
against the terrorists who are resurfacing,"
he added.

Federal capital’s hospitals
to remain on high alert

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Ministry of National Health
Services, Regulations and
Coordination on Friday
directed all the administra-
tive heads of hospitals
located in the federal capi-
tal to remain high-alert,

Pakistan

the Federal

staff as well as essential
services in their respective
hospitals around the clock.

The directions have been
issued to the heads of the
Institute
Medical Sciences (PIMS),

ures to keep the emergency
department on high alert for
the provision of medical
facilities to injured persons.

Similarly, all vehicles or
ambulances will be on
standby in the premises of
the hospitals to cater to any

of

Government

keeping in view the prevail- Polyclinic (FGPC), and the emergency situation
ing situation after an explo- National Institute  of besides making other nec-
sion in Sector 1-10/4, Rehabilitation Medicines essary arrangements to
Islamabad. (NIRM). meet any untoward situa-

According to the min- Meanwhile, following tion. All the officers or offi-

istry’s order, hospital heads
have also been directed to
ensure the availability of
medical and para-medical

the directions of the min-
istry, the administrations of
all three hospitals have
started taking special meas-

cials working in the emer-
gency department will
remain physically present
in their respective shifts.

Police devise foolproof
security plan for Christmas

RAWALPINDI  (APP):  Rawalpindi
District Police have devised a foolproof
security plan to avoid any untoward situa-
tion on the eve of Christmas with over
3,200 police personnel would be deployed.

Under the security plan, all churches
have been divided into three categories
and police personnel including Elite Force
commandos would be deployed to ensure
foolproof security.

According to a Police spokesman, no
one would be allowed to park vehicle near
Churches. Walk-through gates would be
installed at the entrance of the Churches
and the visitors would be checked through
metal detectors. Best possible security
arrangements would be ensured to avoid
any untoward incident in the city, he said.

The security duty at public places
including parks would be made more
effective, he said adding security had also
been tightened at the entry and exit points
of the city and special checking was
ordered for this special occasion.

He said the City Police Officer (CPO)
Rawalpindi Syed Shehzad Nadeem
Bukhari had directed the SPs, DSPs and
SHOs to ensure effective patrolling in
their respective areas.

Plain-clothed and well-equipped police-
men would perform duties near churches
and public places, he added. The security
of the churches would be monitored
through closed-circuit television (CCTV)
cameras while a control room would be set
up where all the departments concerned
would work jointly to keep an eye on the
security arrangements.

Sharpshooters would also be deployed
on the rooftops of different buildings, he
added. The City Traffic Police (CTP)
would make arrangements for parking
vehicles for the visitors of the churches
and the parking lots would be set up near-
ly 200 feet away from the churches.

The Police and other law enforcement
agencies have divided 159 churches of the
district into A, B and C categories.
Additional security personnel would be
deployed at the churches falling in A-cate-
gory. The worshipers would be checked at
three points. The roads adjoining the entry
points of the churches would be sealed
with barbed wires while elite commandos
and sniper shooters would be deployed at
rooftops. The police vehicles equipped
with cameras would also remain stationed
outside the churches.

OGDCL to organize
Free Eye Surgical
Camps 1n Hyderabad

F.P. Report

tiative,

Responsibility (CSR) ini-
will organize a

and surgeries (including
cataract-Mota) to the local

ISLAMABAD: The Oil three-day free surgical eye population residing
and Gas Development camp from January 10 to around OGDCL fields and
Company Limited 12, 2023, at RHC Tando operations.

(OGDCL), in partnership
with Al-Shifa Eye Trust
Rawalpindi, has launched a
health programme titled,
‘OGDCL Three Day Free
Surgical Eye  Camps
(OTDFSEC)’ to facilitate
local population residing
around the company fields
and operational areas in
Hyderabad district of Sindh
province. As part of the

(TOC)

health programme, vide free
OGDCL, under its
Corporate Social

Jam district Hyderabad.
Similarly, OGDCL Free
Surgical Eye Camp will
be organized from January
14 to 16, 2023, at OGDCL
Tando Alam Oil Complex
in
Hyderabad through Al-
Shifa. During the three-
day Free Eye Camps, doc-
tors and eye specialists of
Al-Shifa Trust will pro-

OPDs, treatments, provi-
sion of glasses, medicines,

The company has asked
local parliamentarians for
administrative support to
extend the maximum ben-
efit to the masses of the
area and make the pro-
gramme successful. The
company has launched an
awareness campaign about
the free eye camp among
area notables, community
centers, schools, colleges,
and the local population
for the free treatment of
needy locals.

district

Ophthalmic

Connected Women

Conference to be held today

W\ -/

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Connected
Women Conference (CWC22), an exciting
and informative event to empower women
by increasing their participation in the dig-
ital economy would be held at Aiwan-e-
Quaid of Fatima Jinnah Park tomorrow
(Saturday). Talking to APP here on Friday,
organizer of the event Muhammad Umar
said that the day-long conference was
being organised by 'Connected Pakistan'
featuring a range of activities designed to
help attendees learn valuable digital skills
and establish connections with other like-
minded women.

He said CWC22 will kick off with a
series of speaking sessions led by industry
experts and successful female entrepre-
neurs. He said that these sessions will
cover a wide range of topics related to dig-
ital entrepreneurship, including online
business, freelancing, and other digital

tools to succeed in the digital economy.

He informed that in addition to the
speaking sessions, attendees would also
have the opportunity to participate in ques-
tion-answer sessions with the speakers and
network with other attendees during dedi-
cated networking breaks.

Umar said that to wrap up the day, the
CWC22 will feature the Women Heroes
Awards, which will recognize and cele-
brate the achievements of successful
female entrepreneurs in Pakistan.

He said that a conference is a must-
attend event for anyone looking to suc-
ceed in the digital economy to connect,
learn, and grow with other amazing
women. He underlined that the panel
discussions will provide solutions in
exclusive sessions, adding the event
will allow the participants to network
with the right people.

ISLAMABAD: A street is illuminated with colorful lights ahead of Christmas celebrations at 100 quarters.
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Chromite mine discovered

KABUL (Agencies): Chromite reserves,
estimated at around 13,000 tons, have been
southern
Kandahar province. Local officials said that
exploration work is ongoing at the site of the
mine. “It is in the exploration stage. It is
being done to determine the size of the
chromite mine,” said Abdul Hanan Hamidi,
provincial director of mines in Kandahar.
According to the official, the mine is esti-
mated to have 13,000 tons of chromite.

found in Daman district of
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Farmers arrested

KABUL (Tolo News): At least 35 people,
mostly farmers, were arrested in Uruzgan on
charges of poppy cultivation on their farm-
lands. Uruzgan security officials said that a
market used for selling drugs in the province
was also closed. “If poppy is cultivated in
the province that may be so less. We arrest-
ed those who cultivated poppy and put them
in prison and destroyed the poppy fields,”
said Amin, the deputy head of police head-
\quarters in Uruzgan.
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Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Reactions continue to closure
of universities for women

KABUL (Tolo News): The closure of
universities for women has faced
continuous reactions within and out-
side the country.

Dozens of female students held a
protest near the Kabul University in
the west of Kabul, calling for women
and girls’ access to education and
work. The European Union in a state-
ment called the decision another vio-
lation of international obligations and
said it constitutes an institutionalized
and systematic  “discrimination

against women and girls.”

“Every child should have access to
both primary and secondary educa-
tion without discrimination of any
kind, irrespective of the child’s reli-
gion, sex, ethnic or social origin, dis-
ability, or any other status,” the state-
ment reads. The statement said the
Afghan women are essential for the
prosperity and stability of the coun-
try. “The EU expects from the Taliban
to abide by their obligations, revert
their decision, and ensure universal

access to quality education through-
out the country,” the statement
regards. A joint statement from
Foreign Ministers of Australia,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the Netherlands, Norway,
Spain, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom, and the United States of
America and the High Representative
of the European Union condemned
the decision of the Islamic Emirate
for suspension of higher education
for the girls’ students.

Residents criticize ‘unfair’
distribution of aid to needy

KABUL (Tolo News): A number of
Kabul residents on Friday criticized
“a lack of transparency” in the aid
distribution aid by welfare organiza-
tions to needy families and said that it
is not distributed to those who need to
be helped.

Sabir, a Kabul resident, said he is
faced with economic problems due to
unemployment but he has not
received aid from relevant organiza-
tions. “If there is aid so why we don’t
receive it? We are in a tough situa-
tion,” said Sabir, a Kabul resident.

“We face many problems. I am so
sad about it. We need to be assisted,”

said Simagul, a Kabul resident. The
residents said that they need to be
provided job opportunities by the
government and relevant institutions.

“All these people need humanitar-
ian aid before they find a job but now
there is no job opportunity and every-
one is faced with economic prob-
lems,” said Nasimullah, a Kabul resi-
dent. “We live here in District 17 (of
Kabul) and have seven children. I live
in a rented house. I have not received
any aid so far,” said Humayun
Haidari, a Kabul resident.

But a World Food Program
spokesman Wahidullah Amani said

the organization lacks enough budget
to distribute aid to all those in need.
He reiterated that the organization
will distribute aid to women and dis-
placed people in the first place.

“WFP does not have enough budg-
et to assist all the people. We have to
find the needy families and evaluate
them and those who are in need and
the most vulnerable will be selected
for getting WFP’s aid,” said Amani.
This comes as the United Nations
said that 20 million people in
Afghanistan are faced with hunger
and that 97 percent of Afghans are
living in poverty.

Protest held to criticize
suspension of women’s

higher education

KABUL (Tolo News):

the Islamic Emirate to

cation that takes a human

Nadim outlines
reasons for closure
of universities
for women
KABUL (Tolo News):

Acting Minister of Higher
Education Neda

Sharia requires you to facilitate
girls’ education: Sayyaf to Taliban

-

(s

\é{
ATLANTA  (Pajhwok):
Reacting to the ban on
girls” higher education,
Dawat-i-Islami party

leader Ustad Abdul Rab
Rasool Sayyaf has asked
the Taliban not to pursue
their personal desires and
ideas in the name of Sharia.
The caretaker govern-
ment announced suspend-
ing higher education for
females until further
notice, asking public and
private universities to
implement the order with
immediate effect.
Addressing the Taliban
authorities, Sayyaf on his
Facebook page wrote:”You
are not ordered by Sharia to
prevent the education of

girls rather Sharia requires
you to provide suitable and
dignified environment and
facilities for their educa-
tion because a society
needs female doctors,
female police, female train-
ers and others.”

He said instead of pre-
venting knowledge and
education, the authorities
should have introduced
prudent reforms and pro-
vided better and more
appropriate facilities for
their education.

Ustad Sayyaf said Islam
was a religion of knowl-
edge, light and progress
and it fought ignorance and
illiteracy.

The veteran jihadi leader
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said Muslims were the pio-
neers of science and
knowledge during their
time of power and glory
and had the position of
authority in various sci-
ences and arts.

He hoped the Taliban
would not present an unre-
alistic image of Islam to
the world. “Islam is a reli-
gion of mercy, love and
human dignity ...do not
oppress people because its
consequences are bad.”

Many countries, includ-
ing Muslim countries
Saudi Arabia and Turkey,
and international organiza-
tions, including the United
Nations and the
Organization of Islamic
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Countries, have con-
demned the ban on
women’s higher education
in Afghanistan.

However, Acting
Minister of Higher
Education Maulvi Nida
Mohammad Nadeem

explained the reasons why
the ban was imposed in an
interview with National
Television late last night.

Nadeem defended his
decision, saying the ban
was necessary to prevent
the mixing of genders in
universities and because he
believed some subjects
being taught violated the
principles of Islam. He said
the ban was in place until
further notice.

Dozens of women held a
protest in Kabul in reaction
to the Islamic Emirate’s
announcement of the sus-
pension of universities for
female students.

The protesters called for
women’s access to educa-
tion and work, hinting that
they  would continue
protesting until their wishes
are fulfilled.

“Based on the statement

reopen schools and univer-
sities for women and girls.

“From the perspective of
Islam, men and women
have the right to study,
learn and educate. It means
they have the right to study
and educate,” said Ahmad
Rahman Alizada, a reli-
gious cleric.

“When a human lacks
education, how would he
know his God? This is edu-

out of foolishness and dark-
ness and directs him or her
to brightness,” said
Mohammad Yusuf, a Kabul
resident.

The suspension of uni-
versities for female stu-
dents was announced by the
Ministry of Higher
Education, a decision that
sparked widespread reac-
tions at national and inter-
national levels.

Mohammad Nadim said
that some reforms planned
by the Islamic Emirate
were not implemented in
the higher education sector
over the past 16 months.
Speaking to the RTA,
Nadim outlined four rea-
sons for the closure of
universities for female
students. He said the pres-
ence of women at dormi-
tories and their arrival

of the Taliban, which they
released yesterday, univer-
sities will be closed for an
unknown period of time.
We are protesting for this
and we want to be the voice
of the Afghan female stu-
dents,” said Julia Parsi, a
protestor.

“We held the protest
titled education for all, or
education no one,” said
Basir Hossaini, a protester.

This comes as several
religious scholars called on

from provinces without
male companions, lack of
observation of hijab by
students, the continuation
of co-education, and the
existence of some facul-
ties for girls that are in
contrast with the “Islamic
law and Afghan pride."

“The current curriculum
has at least 160 fields.
There were some fields that
were in contrast with the
dignity and pride of women
and Afghan culture.

Ghor farmers switch to
asafetida as poppy substitute

FEROZKOH CITY (Pajhwok):
Farmers in western Ghor province
have started growing asafetida as a
substitute to poppy after the caretaker
government banned the illicit crop.
The interim government has
banned cultivation of poppy all over
the country. Through a decree, the
government has also banned traffick-
ing, import and export of all kinds of
drugs. Abdul Azim, a farmer from
Dolina district, who had come to
Ferozkoh city to purchase asafetida
seed and grow it on his 1.5 acres of
land, hoped to earn more and legal
income from asafetida than poppy.
Abdul Azim told Pajhwok Afghan
News: “The price of asafetida is high-
er than opium, asafetida is better than
poppy. so I allocated a part of my
land for growing the medicinal plant
and I hope to get some legitimate
income”. “The climate of our
province is more suitable for asafeti-

da. People’s interest has grown this
year. I invested over 200,000 afs in
growing asafetida”, Azim said.

Hafizullah Hakimi, another farmer
who has already grown asafetida on
his one acre land, said: “Many farm-
ers have turned to growing asafetida
and so I was encouraged to allocate
an acre of land for growing asafetida,
I hope to get some good chunk of
income”. He said he brought a kilo-
gram of asafetida seen for over
30,000 afs in Ferozkoh city.

Farmers of Ghor province expect
assistance from the Agriculture and
Livestock department after shunning
poppy. Agricultural specialists say
asafetida is an important medical herb
that has a high value. Sherzad, one of
agricultural specialists, said: “The inter-
est of farmers in growing the plant has
increased during the past two years, the
plant is used in medicines. A kilogram
of its seeds is sold for up to 30,000 afs

while each kilogram of harvest is sold
for up to 45,000 afs”. “Its bushes
become ready to yield asafetida after
four years, the stems are cut down close
to the root, and a milky juice flows out”,
Sherzad said. However, the experts
blamed the Agricultural Department for
asafetida’s slow popularization among
people and stressed the officials con-
cerned should encourage farmers to
grow asafetida as a good alternative to
poppy.

Provincial officials say they along
with some other relevant organiza-
tions will try to encourage farmers to
cultivate more asafetida.

Mohammad Zaman Qutaiba, a
senior official of the provincial
Agricultural ~ Department, said:
“Asafetida is literally a good herb, it
is halal and valuable, many farmers
grow it, our department and other rel-
evant institutions are trying to pro-
vide more support to the farmers”.

Only thing all Afghans agree
upon is female education: Ghani

ATLANTA (Pajhwok): Former
president Ashraf Ghani says the
only thing all the Afghans agree
upon is the education and work of
women, demanding that all the
‘secrets’ of the Doha agreement
should be made public.

The  Ministry of  Higher
Education announced that girls
were barred from universities until
further notice.

In a statement, the MoHE said:
“All public and private universities
of the country are informed that
based on the cabinet decision No.
28 women higher education is sus-
pended till next order.”

Ashraf Ghani in a statement said
unfortunately the current problem
of women’s education and work in
the country was very serious, sad-
dening and the most obvious and
cruel example of gender apartheid
in the 21st century.

He wrote in his Facebook page:
“The main problem is the ruling
group’s illegitimacy because they
are ruling in an undemocratic man-

ner and have occupied Afghanistan
and held the entire population
hostage.”

“The responsibility for such
unpleasant decisions of the current
ruling group and the deepening of
the ongoing crisis is not only with
the Taliban, but with all those indi-
viduals, elements and institutions
that organized propaganda and
claimed to show them clean and
said they have changed,” he added.

He said the Taliban and their
“preachers” should share the hid-
den annexes and supplementary
parts of the Doha agreement with
the nation.

According to him, the question
is why they cannot explain to the
people the secret commitments
with the US and why the details are
kept hidden from the public.

He asked in what capacity the
ruling group wanted to change the

education curriculum of
Afghanistan?

“Do they want to change the
educational curriculum of

Afghanistan to the curriculum of
Haqqania Madarasa? Is their edu-
cational system better than Imam
Abu Hanifa’s curriculum?”

“I have said many times and I'm
still saying that if one girl becomes
literate, she will change the next
five generations and if one girl
remains illiterate, she will cause
the destruction of five generations
in the future.

I strongly reject the claim of
those foreign and domestic coun-
tries that give cultural cover to such
treacherous decisions, the mothers
of Mirwais Neka and Ahmad Shah
Baba were literate and well-educat-
ed leaders.”

Ghani also added that he appre-
ciated the girls and boys who
protested for the right of education
in Nangarhar, Kandahar and other
provinces in this difficult situation.

Ghani said the current young gen-
eration (women and men) could do
away with the “tyranny” for the next
hundred years by strengthening their
ranks, unity and consensus.

Sanctions make IEA unable to
launch major economic projects

KABUL (Agencies): The Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan’s (IEA)
finance ministry says in the last
sixteen months, the international
sanctions on the Afghan banking
system have made the government
unable to put Afghanistan on the
path of economic growth and
development.

Ahmad Wali Hagmal, a
spokesman for the Ministry of
Finance, has said that these sanc-
tions had the most effects on the
people of Afghanistan and that
Kabul wants all economic sanc-

tions to be lifted by the internation-
al community.

“Over the past 15 months, our
major problem was the frozen
assets of Afghan people and restric-
tions on the banking system which
has affected our activities and
economy,” said Haqmal.

According to the officials of the
finance ministry, sanctions have
made them unable to undertake
large economic projects.

A number of investors, however,
have expressed that the flow of
money transfer has not returned to

normal and that they cannot freely
transfer money through global sys-
tems.

Economic experts meanwhile
have said that the finance ministry
should increase its contact and
coordination with international
financial institutions in order to
find a way to solve these problems.

According to economic experts,
until financial problems in banks
are not resolved and sanctions are
not lifted, investors will face prob-
lems in their investments in
Afghanistan.

Dara-i-Suf coalmine owners want their problems resolved

KABUL (Pajhwok): Some coalmines
owners in the Dara-i-Suf district of
northern Samangan province says
without certain companies who have
coal purchase contracts others are not
allowed to purchase coal and this
faced the coalmines owners with
huge problems and may force them to
stop mining.

But the Ministry of Mining and
Petroleum said no hurdle existed to
halt coalmining in Dara-i-Suf.

On October 16, a government
committee decided store 400,000
tonnes of coal in different municipal-
ity districts of capital Kabul. People
will be able to purchase a tonne of
coal against 9,000 afs.

Currently one tonne of quality coal
sold at 16,000 afs and low quality
coal at 7,000 afs in Kabul markets but
in Dara-i-Suf one tonne of coal was
sold against 1,200 afs to 2,000 afs.

On November 22, the MoMP
announced that 300 trucks loaded

with coal had arrived in Kabul which
will provided coal to the people at the
rate of 9,000 afs per tonne.

According to the source contract
had been signed with eight compa-
nies to deliver coal to Samangan.

Mohammad Amiri, head of a
coalmining company in Dara-i-Suf,
said that government purchased third
or fourth grade coal at a low cost with
tax exemption and sold it at 9,000 afs
per tonne on public.

He said: “Without contractors,
businessmen and other individuals
are not allowed to purchase coal in
Dara-i-Suf and some companies that
excavated coal at a higher rate
refused to purchase them at low rate
because they will suffer loss therefore
up to 60 percent coalmining compa-
nies had stopped their activities.”

He said in the past one tonne of
Dara-i-Suf coal was accounted for up
to 5,000 afs in the excavation site but
now contracting companied pur-

chased one tonne of coal up to 1,500
afs at a time when coalmine owner
spent 2,500 on one tonne coal to
excavate it from the mine.

He said in dara-i-Suf coalminers
did not sold their reserves from the
past 45 days because they suffer loss.

He asked the government to allow
other companies and individuals
apart from contract holders to open
the market for coal purchase.

“Even our wood and other related
materials are not allowed, our work
had stopped, labour are asking for the
money and we cannot sold our coals
at a low cost to the contract holders,
this problem should be resolved,” he
said.

According to Amiri he came to
Kabul with some other companies
owners and held meeting with the
government officials but no assur-
ances had been given to them regard-
ing the resolution of the problems.

Another coalmine owner who

wished not to be named raised similar
issue and said people have invested in
coalmining but currently they are faced
with loss. He said companies holding
the coal purchasing contract have
demanded one tonne of coal for up to
1,400 afs. Sometimes some truckers
want to buy it for up to 1,800 afs but
they are fewer. Coal delivery to Kabul.

Mohammad Rasoul Totakhel, head
of the Coal Exporters Union, has
objected the transfer of coal to Kabul
which is sold at low rate and said: “A
delegation from Kabul visited Dara-i-
Suf where it stopped an open coal
purchase. We frequently contacted
them and told them to buy the coal of
your own choice but don’t stop the
vehicle of common people. It is
against the interest of this country and
it is tyranny.”

But Mufti Mohammad Omaid
Khurram, spokesperson for the
MoMP, said there was no issue and
hurdle existing in the way of coalmin-

ing in Dara-i-Suf. He did not provide
more detail.

According to Totakhel, when coal
was exported to Pakistan at that time
one tonne of coal rate ranged from
3,000 afs to 5,000 afs but now it is
sold from 1,200 afs to 1,800 afs.

The MoMP on in July said that up
to 15,000 afs tonnes of coal was
exported to  Pakistan  from
Afghanistan but lately it did not pro-
vide any information in this regard.

He said currently, coal export to
Pakistan has declined by 70pc and
this caused coal rates to decline in
Dara-i-Suf as well.

Totakhel said: “The reason why
coal rates has surged in Kabul mar-
kets is because its export declined and
government want to buy it a low rate
and sell it to the people at high price.”

This comes that on December 05,
one tonne of coal was sold at the $452
in international market while on
November 11, the global rate was

$323 and currently it stood at $400.

It was expected that with the subsi-
dies sale of coal its overall rates will
also decline but it did not happened.

Mia Jan, a coal seller in the largest
coal market in Azizi Hotak area of
Kabl, said coal from Dara-i-Suf could
not be found in Kabul because gov-
ernment has limited access to contrac-
tor and everyone is not allowed to get
coal from Dara-i-Suf. He said current-
ly, coal available in the market was
from Baghlan’s Tala Wa Barfak and
its rate is high in the market at time
when the quality of Dara-i-Suf coal
was higher than Tala Wa Barak coal.

Mohammad Khan, another coal
seller, said the rate of coal had surged
and the reason was that without a lim-
ited number of companies others are
not allowed to get coal from Dara-i-
Suf. He said currently one tonne of
quality coal was sold at 16,000 afs
whiel a low quality of coal was sold
at 7,500 afs.




Prosperity of Pakistan lies
in complete elimination of
terrorism: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (APP):

was averted in Islamabad.
In a tweet,

terrorism from its soil.

She prayed to Allah Almighty to rest
the departed soul of the martyred in eter-
nal peace and grant courage to the
bereaved family to bear this loss with
fortitude. She prayed for the early recov-

ery of the injured.

'Imran was imposed on nation by
stealing Nawaz Sharif's mandate', says
Marriyum: Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb said
on Friday that in 2018 elections Imran
Khan was imposed on the nation as prime
minister by stealing Nawaz Sharif's man-
date. "Anything that is not yours must be

Minister
Information and Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb on Friday said that with the
grace of Allah Almighty a major disaster

strongly condemning the
incident of terrorism, she paid rich tributes
to ICT Police and Eagle Squad. She said
that martyred Adeel Hussain who sacri-
ficed his life in the line of duty and his
injured colleagues were heroes of the
nation. The minister said Pakistan's pros-
perity lies in the complete elimination of

for

returned to the original owner", she said in
her reaction to Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
Chairman Imran Khan's statement.

She said that Imran Khan was fully

aware that his government would fell

when he lost
Assembly and his lies, corruption and
incompetence were the reasons behind PTI
regime's downfall.

" Hundred per cent Pakistanis say that
the only solution to the country's problems
is transparent elections, but after the com-
pletion of the constitutional term by

majority in the National

October 2023", she maintained.

Castigating PTI chairman, she said
Imran Khan took anti-people steps, violat-
ed the constitution and played with the
country's interests, especially on Kashmir
issue. She reminded Imran Khan that

today was December 23, the day he had

claimed,

"Punjab
Pakhtunkhwa assemblies would be dis-
solved." She said that people's war was
against those who ran away from account-
ability after looting the country and
Toshakhana. Imran Khan's loot and plun-
der destroyed employment opportunities
in the country, she remarked.

and Khyber

Senate approves “ICT
LG Amendment Bill
2022 amid uproar

ISLAMABAD (NNI): The
Senate on Friday approved
the passage of “Islamabad
Capital Territory Local
Government
(Amendment) Bill 20027,
amid strong protest from
the opposition benches.

The bill was moved by
State Minister for Law and
Justice Shahadat Awan in
the senate after the legisla-
tion sailed through the
National Assembly (NA)
on Dec 22 despite a protest
from the opposition mem-
bers and voices on lack of
quorum in the House.

Senate Chairman Sadiq
Sanjrani chaired today’s
session in which the bill
was tabled.

The bill was aimed at
increasing the number of
Union Councils from 101
to 125 within the Islamabad
Capital Territory to cater
for the existing population
of the federal capital. The
mayor and deputy mayor
shall be directly elected as

joint candidates by the vot-
ers. The opposition sena-
tors protested over the pres-
entation of the bill and
chanted slogans against the
government. The opposi-
tion lawmakers also sur-
rounded the dice of the
Senate’s chairman to dis-
rupt the proceedings.

The Senate meeting con-
tinued under the chairman-
ship of Sadiq Sanjrani.

PTI senator Faisal Javed
pointed out the quorum in
the Senate. The bells were
rung for three minutes on
the instructions of the
Senate Chairman.

The chairman Senate
continued reading the agen-
da item. On this, PTI sena-
tors tore up copies of the
agenda and bill. PTI sena-
tors walked out in the
Senate. There were 22 sen-
ators from the government
and the opposition benches
in the Senate, 24 senators
are required for a quorum.

Clause-by-clause

approval of the Islamabad
Municipal Elections
Amendment Bill was taken
in the Senate session.

The Senate approved the
Islamabad LG Amendment
Bill 2022 amidst a great
uproar. 24 votes were cast
in favor of the bill while 12
were against it.

Earlier, the approval of

the Islamabad LG
Amendment Bill was taken
from the National

Assembly yesterday.
Under the amendment,
the federal government has
been authorised to increase
or decrease the number of
union councils from time to
time. “If the office of the
mayor of local government
falls vacant during the term
of the council for any rea-
son, the Election
Commission shall hold a
fresh election to the office
of the head of the local gov-
ernment.” The Senate ses-
sion was adjourned for an
indefinite period of time.

FIA take actions against
culprit rather than property’s
owner: PHC observed

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprising of
Justice Rooh-ul-Amin and
Justice Sahibzada Asad Ullah
ordered Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) to deseal City
Market  Chowk-e-Yadgar
while observed that law
enforcers should took actions
against every individual
involved in outlawed activi-
ties rather than nominating
property’s owner.

The counsel Danyal
Chamkani Advocate
informed PHC that FIA has
sealed City, Faiz, Hafeez
and Azad markets on the
ground that 19 First
Information Reports (FIRs)

were registered at Faiz mar-
ket, 11 FIRs booked in
Hafeez market, five in City
market and six FIRs were
registered in Azad market
for alleged illegal business.
The counsel Danyal
Chamkani Advocate
argued that FIA has issued
notice to Wakeel Khan
owner of City Market
while added that notice
stated that he owner is pro-
viding protection to illegal
activities. The notice added
that the illegal activities are
causing damages economy
and national exchequer.
FIA has sealed City mar-
ket along three markets on
the above stated grounds on
11 December which was
challenged before

Peshawar High Court, the
counsel argued.

Sub inspector FIA
Mumtaz Shah appeared
before court while PHC
observed that owner has
nothing to do with tenants
and added that if anyone
found guilty in outlawed
activities law enforce-
ment agencies should
lodged separate FIR on
each illegal act.

The divisional bench of
PHC comprising of Justice
Rooh-ul-Amin and Justice
Sahibzada Asad Ullah
ordered to de-seal city mar-
ket Chowk-e-Yadgar and
observed that FIA should
lodge FIRs on each offense
made by tenant rather prop-
erty’s owner.

Govt will remain no

matter what the enemy
does: CM Parvez Elahi

LAHORE (NNI): Punjab
Chief Minister Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi has said that
this  government  will
remain in place no matter
what the enemy does.
Speaking in the Punjab
Assembly on Friday, he
said that Allah created this
government and He will
maintain it. Will continue
to serve the religion. Imran
Khan and I have been
blessed by Allah to serve
the religion.

“I thank Allah Almighty
for passing the Khatam-ul-
Nabin University and the
Quran Act Bill by the
Punjab Assembly. I thank
Speaker Punjab Assembly
Sabtain Khan, PTI, PML-Q
and PML-N members of
the assembly for unani-
mously passing the bill” he
added. He said that in all
public and private schools,
the teaching of Nazra
Quran has been made com-
pulsory up to FA.

The CM Parvez Elahi
further said that the
approval of the Punjab
Public Defender Service
Bill to provide free legal

aid to the common man is
also a historic step. With
the approval of this bill, the
Punjab government will
provide free legal aid to the
common man. A thousand
new jobs will be created.
During the Punjab
Assembly session, the
House became a fish mar-
ket, the opposition strong-
ly  protested  against
today's action, and also
surrounded  Spikerdice.
Opposition member Rana
Mashhood said that we
will not allow the sanctity
of the constitution and law
to be violated. The bill for
the Khatam-ul-Nabi
University in Punjab was
passed amid noise, while
the resolution against the
governor was also passed.
Earlier, the Lahore High
Court (LHC)  Friday
restored the provincial cabi-
net and Parvez Elahi as the
chief minister after he
assured the court that he
would not dissolve the
Punjab Assembly once
regains control of the office.
The LHC wanted an
undertaking from Elahi that

he would not dissolve the
assembly as if he would
resort to the move, it could
deepen the ongoing politi-
cal turmoil in the province.

Punjab Governor
Baligh-ur-Rehman de-noti-
fied the Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-Q)
leader as the chief minister
as he did not take a vote of
confidence despite the pas-
sage of several hours.

A five-member bench —
headed by Justice Abid Aziz
Sheikh  and  including
Justices Justices Chaudhry
Muhammad Igbal, Tariq
Saleem  Sheikh, Asim
Hafeez and Muzamil Akhtar
Shabir — heard the case.
The court took two breaks
— of 10 minutes and an
hour — and asked Elahi's
counsel Barrister Ali Zafar
to consult his client about
the undertaking.

Following the assurance
of not dissolving from the
PML-Q leader, the court
reinstated him as the chief
minister. The LHC also
issued notices to all the par-
ties in the case and sum-
moned them on January 11.

The

IHC suspends
CDA’s notice to

seal Swati’s
farmhouse

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Friday suspended
the Capital Development
Authority’s (CDA) notice
to seal Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Senator Azam
Swati’s farmhouse.

As per details, Justice
Arbab Muhammad Tahir
heard the petition filed by
Azam Swati’s wife in
IHC. The court issued
notices to all the parties
and stopped them from
taking any further meas-
ures. CDA didn’t issue
any notice prior to sealing
the farmhouse, the peti-

tioner’s counsel told the ||

court and requested the
court to stop CDA from
taking any further meas-

ures. The court adjourned |}

the hearing for an indefi-
nite time. Earlier, the
Capital Development
Authority (CDA) sealed
farmhouses
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), Senator Azam
Swati, after ‘non-compli-
ance’ with the notice
issued to his wife.

The notice stated that
two basements, a ground
floor and guard rooms were
illegally constructed in the
farmhouses. The CDA
asked Swati to demolish
the illegal constructions,
otherwise, the farmhouses
will be vacated for not
complying with the orders.

LHC constitutes

larger bench

LAHORE (TLTP): The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has constituted a larger
bench to hear pleas
regarding Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman and former
prime minister Imran
khan’s disqualification in
Toshakhana case.

As per the details, the
Lahore High Court (LHC)
Chief Justice Muhammad
Ameer Bhatti will head
the three-member larger
bench, whereas Justice
Abid Aziz Sheikh and
Justice Sajid Mehmood
Sethi are the other two
members.

The TLTP learnt that
LHC chief justice had
requested to form larger
bench for hearing of two
different pleas in this
case.

The three-member
bench headed by LHC
Chief Justice Muhammad
Ameer Bhatti will hear
the case on January 9.

Earlier, the Lahore
High Court judge asked
the CJ LHC to constitute
a larger bench to hear the
plea against the disquali-
fication of former prime
minister Imran Khan in
the Toshakhana case.

Judge Sajid Mahmood
Sethi heard the plea filed
by a citizen of Mianwali,
named  Jabir  Abbas
through his counsel Azhar
Siddique. The applicant
in his plea stated that ECP
is not a court and it can-
not disqualify lawmakers.

It is pertinent to note
here that the ECP
declared Chairman
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Imran Khan dis-
qualified in its verdict in
the Toshakhana reference.

Awan replaces
Ashtar Ausaf
as AGP

ISLAMABAD  (TLTP):
President Arif Alvi has
approved the appointment
of Mansoor Usman Awan
as Attorney-General for
Pakistan (AGP) after
Ashtar Ausaf resigned from
his office. The president
approved the appointment
under Article 100 of the
constitution.

The TLTP learnt that
Awan holds a Master of
Laws (LLM) degree from
Harvard Law School, USA,
and a Bachelor of Laws
(LLB) degree from the
University of Punjab where
he stood first. He was
awarded the Justice M. Jan
Memorial gold medal for
obtaining 1st position in
Jurisprudence and Charles
Earl Bevan Petman Law
Prize for Ist position in
Criminal Law.

Awan is a recipient of
the Harvard Law School
Dean’s Award for
Leadership (2005). At
Harvard Law, he was
elected as the LLM
Representative to Harvard
Law School Council and
he also served as the Vice
President of the Harvard
Graduate Council. The for-
mer AGP Ashtar Ausaf Ali
resigned from his post
back in September. He
submitted his resignation
to Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif. However, he had
offered to continue work-
ing till a replacement is
appointed.
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IHC directs ECP to decide ICT UCs
matter after hearing Federation

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on Friday set aside
the decision of the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
regarding the rejection of Federal
Government’s notification for an
increase in the number of union coun-
cils. The court also instructed the
electoral body to decide the matter
again after hearing the respondents
by December 27.

Chief Justice Aamer Farooq heard
identical petitions regarding the
increase in the number of union coun-
cils and changes in the voter lists.
Attorney General for Pakistan Ashtar
Ausaf, Additional Attorney General
Munawar Dogal, Advocate General
Jahangir Jadoon, Director General
Legal ECP, Ali Nawaz Awan and oth-
ers appeared before the court.

At the outset of hearing, Jahangir
Jadoon argued that the Interior
Ministry had issued a notification on
December 19, regarding the increase
in the number of union councils but
the ECP had rejected using its suo-
moto powers. The ECP neither heard
the Federation nor the Islamabad
Metropolitan Corporation, he added.

He said the Federal Capital had
been divided in 125 union councils,
and it was the ECP's responsibility to
conduct delimitation.

The chief justice remarked that an
increase in the number would reduce
the size of union councils, and asked
whether it would not affect the local
area. Advocate General Islamabad
said the delimitation of UCs would be
done by the ECP on the basis of pop-
ulation and it would not affect local
area. AGP Ashtar Ausaf adopted the
stance that the ECP was bound to
conduct delimitation after the
increase in the number of UCs and
voters lists would also be changed
accordingly.

The additional attorney general
informed the court that the local gov-
ernment bill had been approved by
the National Assembly and it would
now be presented in the Senate.
Under the new law, mayor and deputy
mayors would be elected directly, he
added. He asked whether the ECP had
the authority to disobey the notifica-
tion of the Federal Government.

The chief justice remarked that the
ECP was of the view that the number
of UCs was increased after the local
government elections schedule was
announced and that the next elections
could be conducted as per the new
UCs. To a query related to the
changes in voter lists, the DG Legal
ECP said the process in that regard
had been done. He also produced the

record related to the amendments in
voter lists.

The petitioners lawyer adopted the
stance that the voters of Golra UC
had been shifted to Rawat UC, and
same complaints were found in other
UCs as well. The ECP had stated that
corrections in the voters' lists could
not be made after the announcement
of election schedule, he added.

He said the voters could not be
deprived of their right to vote. The
election would not be free and fair if
it were conducted with a lot of mis-
takes in the voters' lists, he added.

The ECP DG said the complainants
were lodged too late, which should
have been made at the time of prepa-
ration of voters' lists. The LG polls
should be held on time, he added. The
chief justice remarked that all political
parties during their stint in power did
not show interest in holding LG elec-
tions. The polls should have been con-
ducted when the tenure of the last LG
bodies was completed in 2020. The
problems of the Federal Capital could
be addressed when a New Dehli model
parliament would be introduced here,
he added. The court reserved the ver-
dict after listening to arguments from
the lawyers and later instructed the
ECP to decide the notification matter
after hearing the Federation.

US warns Taliban of ‘costs’ over
university ban for Afghan women

KABUL (Agencies): US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken has warned the
Taliban that the United States will
impose “costs” on the group if it does
not reverse its recent ban on women
attending university in Afghanistan.

Blinken said that the Taliban-led
government in Kabul will not be able
to improve relations with the rest of
the world if it continued to deny
Afghan women their fundamental
rights. “What they’ve done is to try to
sentence Afghan women and girls to
a dark future without opportunity,”
Blinken said during an end-of-year
news conference in Washington, DC.

“And the bottom line is that no
country is going to be able to succeed
— much less thrive — if it denies half
its population the opportunity to con-
tribute. “And to be clear, we’re
engaged with other countries on this
right now — there are going to be costs
if this is not reversed, if this has not
changed,” said Blinken, without
specifying what the measures might
include.

Afghanistan’s aid-dependent econ-
omy is already under heavy US and
Western sanctions following the
Taliban’s takeover of the country last
year amid the withdrawal of US
troops, which ended a 20-year occu-
pation. In response to widespread
fears of a return to the harsh policies

that dominated the Taliban’s rule of
Afghanistan in the 1990s, the group
initially promised a more moderate
government when it took power in
August 2021.

But the move to suspend universi-
ty education for women, announced
earlier this week, sparked outrage
across the world, including from sev-
eral Muslim-majority countries that
called on the Taliban to reverse the
decree. Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu said that the ban
was “neither Islamic nor humane”.

“What harm is there in women’s
education? What harm does it do to
Afghanistan?” Cavusoglu said. “Is
there an Islamic explanation? On the
contrary, our religion, Islam, is not
against education; on the contrary, it
encourages education and science.”

In the Afghan capital, about 50
mainly female protesters gathered
outside Kabul University, holding
banners and chanting, “Education is
our right, universities should be
opened.” The previous day, students
at Nangahar University in eastern
Afghanistan also demonstrated and
male medical students walked out of
exams in protest at their female class-
mates being excluded.

The Taliban has defended the
restrictions, saying that they aim to
preserve the “national interest” and

women’s “honour”.

Acting Higher Education Minister
Nida Mohammad Nadim, in his first
comments on the matter, told Afghan
state broadcaster RTA that several
issues had prompted the decision,
including female students not wear-
ing appropriate Islamic attire and
interactions between students of dif-
ferent genders.

“They didn’t observe hijab, they
were coming with the clothes that
mostly women wear to go to a wed-
ding,” he said.

Nadim also said during the inter-
view that discussions over female
education were ongoing.

Meanwhile, the decision continues
to draw widespread criticism, with
the Group of Seven (G7) wealthy
nations saying gender persecution
may amount to a crime against
humanity, in a statement slamming
the Taliban’s decree.

In Washington, Blinken also said
the ban would harm any chance of the
Taliban improving its relationships
with other countries.

“Any prospect that the Taliban
seeks for improved relations with the
world, with the international commu-
nity, which is something that they
want and we know that they need —
that is not going to happen if they
continue on this course,” he said.

NAB reference: Court grants interim
bail to Suleman Shehbaz till Jan 7

LAHORE (APP): An accountability
court on Friday granted interim bail
to Suleman Shehbaz till January 7 in
a reference filed by the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB).

The court ordered Suleman
Shehbaz to submit surety bonds of
Rs 500,000 for availing the relief of
interim bail, besides directing him
to join the investigations.

Accountability Court Judge
Qamaruz Zaman conducted the pro-
ceedings, wherein Suleman Shehbaz
surrendered before the court.

Advocate Amjad Pervaiz, on
behalf of Suleman Shehbaz, submit-
ted a bail application in the court.
He requested the court to grant bail
to his client.

At this, the court asked Suleman
Shehbaz to produce his national
identity card.

However, Suleman Shehbaz sub-
mitted that he did not possess the
card at the moment and would pro-
duce the same on the next date of
hearing.

The court observed that the iden-

tity card was needed today, it should
be carried at all times.

Subsequently, the court granted
interim bail to Suleman Shehbaz till
January 7 and also sought reply
from the NAB on the next date of
hearing.

It is pertinent to mention that
Suleman Shehbaz returned to
Pakistan after four years of exile in
London in the second week of this
month and had obtained a 14-day
protective bail from Islamabad High
Court in two separate cases.
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