Religious scholar shot dead

KHAR (APP): Unknown assailants
Thursday shot dead a religious
scholar in main bazaar of Khar,
Bajaur tribal district. According to
police and rescue sources, Moulana

Aziz Jan was way to his book shop
when attackers opened fire on him.
He sustained critical wounds and

rushed to District Headquarters
Hospital where doctors pronounced
him dead.
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Swati’s remand extended

ISLAMABAD (INP): Judicial remand
of senior PTI leader Senator Azam
Swati has been extended by another 14
days in controversial tweets case
Judicial remand of senior PTI leader
Senator Azam Swati has been extended
by another 14 days in controversial
tweets case. Judicial Magistrate
Naseeruddin in Islamabad adjourned
the hearing until January 12 after
extending the judicial remand.
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national security

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Asim
Munir called on Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
here at the PM House on
Thursday. Professional as
well as matters relating to
national security were dis-
cussed in the meeting, a
statement issued by the
PM Media Wing here said.

The meeting also dis-
cussed rising terror inci-
dents in the country.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has summoned a meeting
of the National Security
Committee (NSC) on
Friday to discuss matters
related to national securi-
ty. Sources privy to the
matter told ARY News
that the PM has convened
the NSC meeting at PM
House on Friday, which
would be attended by the
defence minister, interior
minister, foreign minister
and finance minister as
well as the military chiefs.
The NSC huddle would be
briefed on the recent ter-
ror wave in Pakistan,
sources say.

PM briefed on prepa-
rations for Climate
Resilient Pakistan con-
ference: Federal Minister
for Climate Change Sherry
Rehman called on Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
here on Thursday and
briefed him about the
preparations  for  the
upcoming Climate
Resilient Pakistan confer-
ence. The international
conference on Climate
Resilient Pakistan will be
co-hosted by the
Government of Pakistan
and the United Nations to
be held in Geneva on
January 9, 2023.

The prime minister and
the federal minister dis-
cussed the matters pertain-
ing to climate change. The
conference will bring
together  governments,
leaders from the public
and private sectors and
civil society to support the
people and the govern-
ment of Pakistan after the
devastating floods of
2022.

Rehabilitation of
flood-hit population big
challenge: PM: Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday said rehabili-
tation of flood victims and
the reconstruction of dam-
aged infrastructure was a
big challenge for a devel-

oping country like
Pakistan.
The prime minister

expressed these views as
he chaired a review meet-
ing on the Resilient
Pakistan Conference to be
held in Geneva next
month. Shehbaz Sharif
said hundreds of lives and
billions of dollars had
been lost this year due to
flash floods in Pakistan.

He vowed to make
every possible effort to
accommodate the flood-
struck population. At the
climate change conference
in Geneva, he said, the
government would convey
to the world the plight of
Pakistan's flood-hit peo-
ple. The proposals and
detailed plan of action
regarding the conference
were presented before the
meeting.

The  meeting was
informed that the partici-
pation of friendly coun-

tries as well as develop-
ment partners and interna-
tional financial institutions
was also expected in the
conference. The prime
minister directed to final-
ize the action plan for the
conference on a priority
basis. Federal Ministers
including Ishaq Dar,
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Ahsan
Igbal, Sherry Rehman,
Marriyum Aurangzeb,
Minister of State for
Foreign  Affairs Hina
Rabbani Khar, Special
Assistants  Syed Tariq
Fatemi, Jahanzeb Khan,
Syed Fahd Hussain and
concerned senior officials
were present.

PM, Kaira discuss
Kashmir Affairs
Ministry's matters, polit-
ical situation: Adviser to
the Prime Minister on
Kashmir and  Gilgit
Baltistan Affairs Qamar
Zaman Kaira called on
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif here on Thursday.

The matters relating to
the ministry and the over-
all political situation in
the country came under
discussion.

Raja invites PTT members to become
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting regarding

Resilient Pakistan Conference to be held next month in Geneva, Switzerland.

3 soldiers martyred, 2
terrorists killed in
Kurram fire exchange

part of NA, play their constitutional role

ISLAMABAD (APP): National
Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf on Thursday invited the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) mem-
bers to again become part of the
National Assembly and play their
constitutional role in the larger
national interest.

Reconciliation was need of the
hour to overcome the challenges
being faced by the country, he said
while talking to a delegation of PTI
members of the National Assembly
(MNAs), led by former speaker Asad
Qaiser. The PTI delegation included
former deputy speaker Qasim Khan
Suri, Malik Amir Dogar, Attaullah
Khan, Amjad Khan Niazi, Niaz
Ahmad Jakhar, Dr Shabbir Hussain
Qureshi, Faheem Khan, Lal Chand
Malhi and Tahir Igbal.

Raja Pervaiz Ashraf said as a
speaker, he would give ample oppor-
tunity to the PTI members to explain
their position at the floor of the
National Assembly.

He said the Parliament was the

only forum where the politicians
could sit together and solve the prob-
lems of people and the country. The
politicians should have contact on
sustainable basis and doors for nego-
tiations must not be closed, he
stressed. Emphasizing the politics of
reconciliation, he said for the sake of
the country's interests, the whole
leadership should work beyond their
political affiliations.

He pointed out that under Article-
64 of the Constitution, the resignation
should be handwritten. "Once it is
received, the speaker meets the
respective member to ascertain
whether or not it was submitted under
duress." He mentioned that several
PTI lawmakers had moved courts,
which showed that the party had
decided to use the move to pressure
the government.

He said some of the resigning PTI
members had applied leave from the
House, some others came to the
House to just mark just their atten-
dance, while some had already plead-

ed that their resignations must not be
accepted. He said an MNA from
Karachi whose resignation was
accepted had filed a petition in the
Islamabad High Court and submitted
an affidavit that he had not resigned.

He said that an MNA was a rep-
resentative of some 600,000 to
700,000 people and before accept-
ing his / her resignation, the speak-
er must be satisfied that the same
was tendered voluntarily not under
any duress.

Answering the question of Asad
Qaiser, the speaker said the National
Assembly Secretariat was ready to
again write letters to the resigning
MNAs. The PTI  delegation mem-
bers replied that they would have to
consult the party in that regard.

The meeting was held in a very
cordial atmosphere. Deputy Speaker
Zahid Akram Durrani was also pres-
ent in the meeting. On the occasion,
Fateha was also offered for the
departed soul of the grandmother of
Zahid Akram Durrani.

Afghan authorities assured
to resolve all issues soon: FO

ISLAMABAD (INP): Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
has stated that Pakistan has been
engaging with Afghanistan authori-
ties on all matters, including the bor-
der situation and security of diplo-
mats and missions and terrorist threat
its Pakistan faces.

Responding a question during her
year-end briefing in Islamabad on
Thursday, she said the Afghan-inter-
im authorities have assured to resolve
all such issues soon.

She said Pakistan has a natural
stake in peace and stability in
Afghanistan and we would like to
continue to engage and find solutions
to all matters of concern.

Responding a question she stated
that Islamabad wants India to end its
suppression in Kashmir and desist
from supporting terrorist activities
inside Pakistan to destabilize the
country.

Replaying another questions, she
said Pakistan is interested in peace

and dialogue and it is up-to the Indian
authorities to take a responsible posi-
tion to improve relations.

To a question about Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
visits abroad, the Spokesperson said
these tours are a demonstration of
international community's interest to
engage with Pakistan and to develop
understanding on a range of issues.

She said Pakistan is also very
interested in expanding and strength-
ening its friendship around the world.
She said with the enhanced interac-
tions, visits and exchanges, we can
strengthen our friendship, coopera-
tion and dialogue with the interna-
tional community.

Replying to another question,
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said Pakistan
is grateful to various countries and
multilateral financial institutions and
organizations for providing humani-
tarian assistance for the flood-affect-
ed people of Pakistan.

She said these include Belgium,

China, Denmark, the European
Union, France, Germany, Greece,
Indonesia, Italy, Iran, Jordan,
Malaysia, Nepal, Oman, Palestine,
Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Tajikistan, Turkiye,
Turkmenistan, the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom, the
United States, and Uzbekistan as well
as some multilateral financial institu-
tions and the United Nations.
Answering a question about
Afghanistan, the Spokesperson said
Pakistan has been engaging with
Afghanistan authorities on all mat-
ters, including the border situation
and security of diplomats and mis-
sions and terrorist threat its
Pakistan faces. She said the
Afghan-interim authorities have
assured to resolve all such issues
soon. She said Pakistan has a natu-
ral stake in peace and stability in
Afghanistan and we would like to
continue to engage and find solu-
tions to all matters of concern.

KP CM directs completion of formalities
for academic activities in UVAS

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has
directed the concerned authorities to
complete all codal formalities for
commencement of academic activi-
ties at the newly established
University of Veterinary and Animal
Sciences on priority basis.

“This is the first-ever university of
its kind in the province and of vital
importance owning to growing needs
of veterinary education in region,” he
remarked and added that the project
on completion would not only pro-
mote innovative research techniques
in this field but would also provide a
solid base for the sustainable devel-
opment of all relevant sectors.

While chairing a progress review
meeting regarding commencement of
classes at the University of Veterinary

and Animal Sciences, the Chief
Minister directed the concerned quar-
ters to bring the relevant laws and
rules in coherence with contemporary
needs, adding that the proposed draft
of the act already under consideration
be finalized immediately and submit-
ted for approval. Principal Secretary
to Chief Minister Amjad Ali Khan,
higher authorities of Live Stock, Law
and Establishment departments and
other relevant officials attended the
meeting. It is pertinent to mention
here that the newly established uni-
versity will provide education and
research facilities in 20 different
departments of three faculties.

Under the faculty of Bio Sciences,
seven different departments would be
established, including Anatomy,
Physiology, Pharmacology, Fisheries,
Wildlife, Biochemistry and
Biotechnology.

Similarly, under the Faculty of
Veterinary Science, nine different
departments, including Pathology,
Microbiology, Medicine, Surgery and
Pet Sciences would be established,
whereas under the faculty of Animal
Production and Technology, five
departments would be established,
including Animal Nutrition,
Livestock Management, Poultry
Sciences, Breeding and Genetics and
Department of Meat and Dairy
Technology. It was further told that
the relevant institutions of the
Livestock and Dairy Development
Department would also be linked to
the university as outreach centers.

Briefing the forum about prepared-
ness for the commencement of class-
es and other related matters of the
university, it was told that the con-
struction work on the building of the
University is in progress.

WP

RAWALPINDI
Three soldiers of Pakistan
Army were martyred and
two terrorists killed in an
intense exchange of fire in

general area Arawali,
Kurram district, on
Thursday.

The killed militants

remained actively involved
in terrorist activities against
security forces, the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said.

The army troops fought
bravely and effectively
engaged the terrorists, and
recovered weapons and
ammunition after killing
them. The martyred sol-
diers included Subedar
Shuja Muhammad (43),
resident of Khairpur; Naik
Muhammad Ramzan (32),
resident of Khuzdar; and
Sepoy Abdul Rehman (30),
resident of Sukkur.

(APP):
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The sanitization of the
area was being carried out
to kill terrorists, if any
found in the area, ISPR
said. The Pakistan Army, it
added, was determined to
eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism and such sacrifices
of its brave soldiers further
strengthened its resolve.

President, PM laud

Pakistan Army's valor for
anti-terror action in
Kurram District:

President Dr Arif Alvi and
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday lauded
the Pakistan Army for
action against terrorists in
the Kurram District of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
They paid tribute to the
sacrifices of martyred sol-
diers, including Subedar
Shuja Muhammad, Naik
Muhammad Ramzan and
Sepoy Abdul Rehman.

“We will continue to
move forward against ter-
rorism with a firm resolve
and steadfastness. Those
challenging the security of
Pakistan would nowhere
find any haven,” the prime
minister remarked.

The president resolved
that the efforts of the
security forces as well as
the whole nation would
continue till elimination
of the scourge from the
homeland. He said the
prayers of the whole
nation went to their brave
security forces.

Both the president and
the prime minister sympa-
thised with bereaved fam-
ilies of the martyred sol-
diers and prayed for high
ranks of the martyrs in the
paradise and for patience
to the grieved families to
bear the loss.

THC seeks new timeline for
LG polls in Federal Capital

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on Thursday instruct-
ed the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to submit local government elec-
tions’ new timeline on Friday after hold-
ing consultation with the Federal
Government.

Justice Arbab Muhammad Tahir, who
heard the pleas case filed by the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and the
Jamaat-e-Islami the petitions challeng-
ing the Commission's notification
regarding postponment of the LG elec-
tions in Federal Capital, also sought
written arguments from the Attorney
General for Pakistan (AGP) and
the ECP.

At the outset of hearing, the AGP said
the court should ask the ECP director
general as to why the elections as the
government had not changed the local
and had only increased the number of
union councils (UCs).

He said the ECP would complete the
process of delimitation of UCs within
60 days. The court asked the ECP offi-
cial whether the Commission was ready
to conduct the elections on December
31 as the government was referring the
matter to it. Whether the ECP’s deci-
sion did not violate the assurance it had
submitted to the court regarding the LG
polls, Justice Arbab questioned.

The ECP director general said it
would take time to transport the election
material.  Holding elections on
December 31 was not possible in the
new situation.

The court asked why not the proceed-
ings of contempt of court should be ini-
tiated against the ECP.

The Commission’s lawyer said the
election act authorized the Federal
Government to increase the number of
UCs in the capital.

The court asked whether the Federal
Government could increase the number

of UCs at anytime. The ECP lawyer said
there was no restriction in that regard as
the government could change the local
area after consultation with the ECP.

The court said who would be respon-
sible as the ECP had already spent
around Rs 600 million on the LG elec-
toral process. The lawyer said the
money belonged to the tax payers and
the Federal Government had issued the
said funds.

The ECP would announce new elec-
tion schedule after completing the UCs'
delimitation, he added.

Justice Arbab remarked that the court
would not shift the burden to the tax
payers at any cost.

He expressed annoyance with the
officials and remarked that why the ECP
had not produced the complete record
despite orders.

The ECP DG said they would inform
the court regarding the expenditure
incurred so far in writing.

The lawyer said the ECP had set aside
the notification regarding the increase
in the number of UCs, which the IHC
had nullified. The ECP had postponed
the elections after hearing the govern-
ment as per the directives of IHC.

The AGP said how the increase in the
UCs' number had affected any right of
the petitioners. He questioned whether
the LG elections had been conducted in
Punjab.

Setting the ECP's order of election
postponement at the stage would create
problems, he added.

The court instructed the AGP and the
ECP to submit their written comments
to it till tomorrow. Observing that it was
a simple matter and the ECP used to
work in haste, it also directed the
Commission to consult the government
and give the timeline of elections on
Friday.

The case was then adjourned.

Shahbaz Gill

moves SHC

against arrest
warrant

KARACHI (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader and former
SAPM, Dr Shahbaz Gill on
Thursday moved Sindh
High Court (SHC) against
the issuance of his arrest
warrants in a sedition case.

The PTI leader pleaded
with the government for an
immediate hearing of the
plea, which was turned
down by the SHC bench.
The court said it only hears
new cases on an immediate
basis. The court directed
Shahbaz Gill to file the plea
as per rules and regulations
via the rooster branch.

It may be noted that on
December 22, a district and
sessions court in Islamabad
issued a bailable arrest war-
rant for Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf  (PTI) leader
Shahbaz Gill in the sedition
case. As per details, the
hearing of the sedition case
was held in the district and
sessions court Islamabad.

The court issued a bail-
able arrest warrant upon
PTI leader’s absence and
rejected his petition for
exemption from personal
appearance in the case. The
former SAPM should be
presented before court on
the next hearing and submit
surety bond of Rs 200,000.
Moreover, the court
adjourned Shahbaz Gill’s
indictment in the sedition
case till January 6.

PPP, PTT will not
accept technocrat
govt: Qadir

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Member of the National
Assembly (MNA) of the
Pakistan People’s Party Qadir
Mandokhail claimed that PPP
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) will not accept a tech-
nocrat government.

Qadir Mandokhail,
while talking to a private
news channel said that
there is no mention of a
technocrat setup in the
Constitution. “PTI will not
accept a technocrat govern-
ment nor it will be accepted
by PPP.” The PPP lawmak-
er said that not a single
political party would accept
a technocrat setup in the
country. He admitted that
technocrats are working in
different sectors and they
used to influence the deci-
sions. He said that he had
already predicted that
Punjab Assembly will not
be dissolved despite the
announcement of the PTI
chief Imran Khan.

Mandokhail questioned
how can someone believe
the PA dissolution claims by
Pervaiz Elahi when he is
influencing all decisions of
the opposition. He said that
the NA speaker had
approved the resignations of
11 lawmakers on the basis
of evidence. Regarding the
Punjab governor’s denotifi-
cation order, the PPP law-
maker said that the legality
of the notification was
accepted by the court. He
said that the governor’s
order for the vote of confi-
dence was not nullified. He
clarified that the Lahore
High Court (LHC) suspend-
ed the governor’s order
regarding the de-notifica-
tion of the Punjab cabinet
but was not nullified.
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Heavy fog
disrupts flight
operations
in Lahore

LAHORE (INP): Poor
visibility caused by heavy
fog has badly affected

to Islamabad.
“All international
flights scheduled to oper-
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way forward to
put country on

track: Siraj
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PIC organizes

two-day

training

workshop for
journalists

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
two-day training work-
shop for new and mid-
career journalists organ-
ized by Pakistan
Information Center (PIC),
a special project of Press
Information Department
(PID), Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting concluded
here on Thursday.

The workshop was held
at the Information Service
Academy (ISA) under the
theme of “News
Authenticity and Tools to
Counter the Fake News &
Anti-State Propaganda,”
said a press release issued
by PID. The main objec-
tive of the workshop was
to enlighten the partici-
pants on the need and
importance of countering
fake news and negative
propaganda. The work-
shop was inaugurated by
Secretary, Information
and Broadcasting Ms.
Shahira Shahid. In the
first session of the second
day, Khyber TV Director
Hassan Khan gave a
detailed presentation
about information warfare
and propaganda tools and
countering propaganda
and answered the ques-
tions.

In the second session,
former Director General
of  Radio Pakistan,
Murtaza Solangi, high-
lighted the importance of
verifying of facts and fig-
ures before the publica-
tion of the news story. He
told the participants about
the strategy to counter the
propaganda against the

state.

The third session was
conducted by the Director
General of the
Information Service
Academy, Saeed Ahmed
Sheikh. He informed the
participants about the
need and importance of
true news and keeping the
national interests in mind
while filing the news sto-
ries.

On the occasion,
Project Director, Pakistan

Information Center
Muhammad Saghir
Ahmad Wattoo while

addressing to the partici-
pants, highlighted the
importance of this train-
ing workshop and thanked
all guest speakers and
participants for showing
their keen interest during
the event.

At the end of the work-

shop, Chief Guest
Executive Director
General (EDG)
Information Service
Academy Syed Mubasher
Toqgeer Shah and
President of National

Press Club (NPC) Anwar
Raza distributed certifi-
cates among the partici-
pants of the workshop.
Later, he presented com-
memorative shields to the
guest speakers.

On this occasion, com-
memorative shields were
also presented to EDG
ISA and President of
NPC.The participants
emphasized the need to
continue the series of
such training workshops
on important subjects in
the future as well.

Halem Civil Judge V

/Alaga Qazi Buner at
Daggar.

Suit No 322/1,
Institution 13/9/2022. Date
of hearing. 18/1/2023.
Abdul Karim VS Mst
Gulshah Khiron.
Fulfilment of deed Suit
Notice to no 2.Zamin Gul
3.Fazal Ahad sond of Fazal
Karim resident of Taghan
Koz Gokand tehsel Daggar
district Buner. Whereas in
the above mentioned case
the mentioned defendants
can not be served in the
ordinary way, it is, there-
fore, proclaimed that if the
said defendants will/shall
not appear personally or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8.30 am dated
18/1/2023 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and
seal of this Court.

In the Court of Abdul

Court Notice

n the Court of Abdul
IHalem Civil Judge V

/Alaga Qazi Buner at
Daggar. Suit No 411 /1,
Institution
15/9/2022.21/11/2022
Date of hearing.
26/1/2023. Mohammad
Kamin VS Sultan
Mehmood. Declaration
Suit Notice to no 1.Sultan
Mehmod son of|
Hidayatullah resident of
Torwarsak tehsel Daggar
district Buner. Whereas in
the above mentioned case
the mentioned defendants
can not be served in the
ordinary way, it is, there-
fore, proclaimed that if the
said defendants will/shall
not appear personally or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8.30 am dated
26/1/2023 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and
seal of this Court.

held on the principle of pro- said people must reject the the JI for corruption-free
portional representation. He tested parties and vote for Islamic welfare Pakistan.

TEHSIL MUNCIPAL ADMINISTRATION MATTA

E-BIDDING NOTICE

Sealed tender for the following developmental schemes are hereby invited on above/below system
from the approved & registered government contractors / firms who are enlisted with Local
Government Elections & Rural Development Department / Local Council Board, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and renewed their licenses for the year 2022-23.

Detail of Schemes is as under:-
District Development Initiative (DDI) 2022-23.

TECHNOLOGY BOARD
4zlhn=] Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Plot No: 135, 135&136, Industrial Estate Phase V, Hayatabad, Peshawar,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan, 091-5891513, 091-5891516, Fax: 091-5891511

info@kpitb.gov.pk [ W kpitbgov @R wwwkpith.gov.pk

L

ADDENDUM

With reference to our “Request for Proposal” bearing
Procurement Reference Number KPITB/22/RFP/037 &
INF(P)6990/22, HIRING OF TRAINING CONSULTANCY

FIRM(S) FOR PROVISION OF DIGITAL TRAINING

SERVICES UNDER THE PROJECT “DIGITAL ECONOMY

& SKILLS CENTER, MARDAN” issued with the bid

submission date of 05" January, 2022, has been extended
till 12" January, 2023 at 02:30 PM. The opening of the bid
will be made on the same date at 03:00 PM.

All other terms and condition will remain unchanged.

Assistant Director Procurement,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Technology Board
(KPITB) Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
134-Industrial Estate, Hayatabad,

k Peshawar, Pakistan.

INF(P) 7206/22

SOLARIZATION OF MOSQUE / MASAJID / MADARASA /
JANAZGAH & EID-GAH AT UC'S BALKOT,
SHINGAL DRA, BARTONI, HARNAIL, SHATAL, JUDBA,
MANJAKOT, PALOSA, KAND AKAZAI, MERA MADA KHEL,
SHADAG OF DISTRICT TORGHAR ADP 220679

CORRIGENDUM/ADDENDUM
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

representatives.

websites.

Reference: Advertisement Published in Daily Aaj Peshawar on

03rd December 2022, vide INF(P) 6787/22

The Pakhtunkhwa Energy Development Organization invited the

technical & financial Proposals for hiring of the Consultancy

services for the project Solarization of Mosque / Masajid /

Madrasa / Janazgah & Eid-Gah at UC's Balkot, Shingal Dra,

Bartoni, Harnail, Shatal, Judba, Manjakot, Palosa, Kand Akazai,

Mera Mada Khel, Shadag of District Torghar ADP 220679.

1. The Deadline for the Submission of Proposal provided in
advertised in Daily AAJ Peshawar dated 30th Dec, 2022, is
hereby postponed and new date of deadline for submission of
proposal is extended to 10th Jan, 2023 until 1100 hours.
Proposals will be opened on the same day at 1130 hours in the
presence of prospective applicants or authorized

2. Allother Terms and Conditions will remain the same.
3. This advertisement is also available on PEDO & KPPRA

PROJECT DIRECTOR SOLAR
House No. 21-B-2, Abdara Road,

University Town Peshawar. Phone: 091-7254668

i)
i
i)

iv)

Enlistmentand Renewal Copy in Local Council Board for the Year 2022-23.

Photocopy of CNIC.
Power of Attorney (if applicable).

Valid Photocopy of Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC)

Tehsil Municipal Administration Matta
Tehsil Municipal Officer,
Tehsil Municipal Administration Matta

01. Sealed Tender based on MRS-2022 (B) Contractors followed the new provincial Government rules under the
Notification No. MRS Cell/C&W/6-1/D&5/2019-20 Dated 01-10-2019 keeping in view the mentioned
notification the contractors shall quote their rates (ONLINE) as Above/Below.

2. Tender forms will be received till 12:00 pm and opening of tender will be at 2:00 pm on dated 24/01/2023 at
office of TMAMatta.

03. All the bidding will be through E-bidding system. Tender form and BOQ can be filled and downloaded by the
original-contractor available on the official website of LCB (www.Icbkp.gov.pk) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa after one
day of publishing of NIT in newspaper.

04. Complete bid (Original) must reach to the TMA Matta on or before the fixed date/time.

05. The following documents must be attached with bids:

06. Tender documents of bidders if found with bogus/false documents will be rejected and their registration shall
stands cancelled/blacklisted in addition of forfeiture of earnest money and security amount (if any).
7. No tenders are acceptable through Fax/by hand. Sealed bids sent through registered mail/couriers service
should reach up to the specified time and date, and will be opened in presence of bidders/representatives.
8. The contractors quoting their bids up to a limit of 10% below Engineer estimate shall submit bid security @2%
only of Engineer Estimate.
9. The contractors quoting their bids more than 10% below up to 20% below on Engineers' Estimate shall submit
along with their bids 8% Additional Security of Engineer's Estimated cost in addition to 2% bid security, If the
bid is not accompanied with the required amount of additional security then it will be considered as non-
responsive and the 2% bid security shall be forfeited in favor of Government and the second lowest bidder and
soon will be considered accordingly.
10. Similarly, a contractor quoting bid more than 20% below shall submit with his bid an additional security on
Engineer's Estimated cost equal to the differential amount of submitted bid and Engineers' Estimate along
with detailed rate analysis. In case of more than 20% below bids, if the bid is not accompanied by the detailed
rate analysis and/or required amount of additional security, then the said bid shall be considered as non-
responsive. All the securities submitted along with such non-responsive bid shall be forfeited in favor of
Government and the 2nd lowest bidder and so on will be considered accordingly.
11. In case detailed rate analysis submitted with the bids is, in view of the Procuring Entity, not convincing, the
Head of the Procuring Entity may declare such bid as non-responsive without any forfeiture of bid securities
and record reasons thereof.
12. The procuring entity may offer the contract to next lowest bidder after due diligence in the context of financial
difference between such two bids or may advertise procurement opportunity afresh.
13. In case the bid becomes a tie the contractor shall be decided through a free toss which shall be binding and
final.
14, The time limit of each work shall be as per work order issued to successful bidder and the contractor will have
to start the work within 15 Days' time period after the issuance of Work order failing which the Contract will be
cancelled and security/additional security (if any) will be forfeited.
15. The successful contractor will execute an agreement with the department within 15 days in which all
amendments must be included so far.
16. All federal and provincial duties/stamp duty and taxes including sales tax will be recoverable as per directives
of the governmentissued from time to time.
17. TMA Matta may reject any or all bids after communicating the reasons for rejection at any time prior to the
award of contractor.
18. Any addition made in terms & Conditions in the NIT advertised in the newspaper will be implemented as per
KPPRARules.
19. The contractor who offered their bids online but do not sent the hard copies or incomplete/defective
documents will be debarred from tendering process of TMAMatta, in the future and their case will also be send
tothe competent forum for blacklisting.
20. All bidders are required to be registered with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Authority, established under
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Finance Act, 2013 (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Act No. XXI of 2013), for works consulting
& non-consulting services as listed in Schedule-U of the Actibid.

Tehsil Officer (18S),

INF(P) 7191/22
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Peshawar City

Walk on national census:

Gandapur hails holding
of grand mass awareness

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The KP
Minister for Local
Government, Elections and
Rural Development, Sardar
Faisal Amin Gandapur,
hailed the holding of Grand
mass awareness walk on
national census in
Peshawar and expressed his
sincere gratitude to the citi-
zens who enthusiastically
participated in it despite the
rain and cold wave down-
town the provincial metro-
politan  following  his
request in this regard. He
however expressed the con-
fidence that, just like the
government employees and
people from all walks of
life, participated in this
grand walk with national
spirit and with the renewed
enthusiasm, they would
also fully cooperate with
the field staff in completing
the entire census process
successfully.

Sardar  Faisal Amin
Gandapur, in his message
on the occasion of the grand
awareness walk organized
in Peshawar on the seventh
national census, said that
this purposeful walk would
tantamount to, great mass
awareness not only on the
importance of the census,
but also in completing all its
phases. He hoped that peo-
ple associated with all sec-
tions of life will fully coop-

erate with the field staff of
the Department of Census
and his local government
department in making this
seventh national and the
first ever digital census of
the country successful in
every respect and will pro-
vide them with the most
accurate information. He
said that the seventh census
being launched across the
country from February 1,
will be the first digital cen-
sus in the history of
Pakistan to pace way for
brisk future planning. He
said that as per clear
instructions of the provin-
cial government, the
Department of  Local
Government and Elections
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
will play its role alongside
the Census Division and the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics at all stages to
make 7th National Census a
success story in all respects.
In this regard, he also
referred to the five-day
training workshop of master
trainers for the seventh cen-
sus at the Local Governm-
ent Secretariat, Peshawar,
which was also held in all
the divisional headquarters
of the province including
Peshawar as well as the
newly merged districts.

The KP LG minister said
that under this first digital
census in the country’s his-
tory, the census department

and the officials of the
provincial government will
go to the field and get the
consolidated data of the cit-
izens under the online digi-
tal system. He said that the
training of the master train-
ers was completed by
December 23, after which
the enumerators would start
their work from January 7
to January 23, after which
the census would be for-
mally started in the next
phase in February. He said
that census is an important
national obligation on
which the country’s future
planning, progress, devel-
opment and people’s pros-
perity depended. He added
that the new census is of
pivotal importance for bet-
ter future planning of the
country.Therefore, he
maintained, the entire gov-
ernment machinery includ-
ing divisional and district
administration officers and
police  authorities  of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will
fully cooperate with the
staff of the Census Division
and Statistics Department.
Minister also appealed to
the religious scholars and
other opinion-making seg-
ments of society to raise
mass awareness and con-
science in this regard so that
this national duty and all its
stages can be carried out and
completed in the most suc-
cessful and proper manner.

Sardar Faisal Amin
Gandapur further said that
the planning, development
and prosperity of Pakistan
for the next several decades
depended on the ensuing
national census, hence forth
he said, living nations
demonstrate  missionary
spirit on such occasions and
this is what we expect from
our conscious and patriotic
people, he concluded.

Provincial ~ Secretary
Local Government and
Rural Development Syed
Zaheerul Islam Shah also
clarified in his message on
this occasion that the
Department  of  Local
Government will not only
fully cooperate with the
Federal Departments of
Census and Statistics in
carrying out the seventh
national census but will
also come upto the national
expectations according to
the needs, guidance and
instructions of the
Department of Census and
Statistics. He said the con-
cerned LG staff will remain
in the field side by side
with the officers and per-
sonnel of census division.
Hence he directed all the
officials of the KP Local
Government and Elections
Department to fully cooper-
ate  with the Census
Division and the Census
Office Peshawar in this
regard.

RTPSC attaches DPO Bajaur salary,
imposed fine on flhng fake complaint

U

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Right to
Public Service Commission
(RTPSC) Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa attached salaries of
District  Police  Officer
(DPO) Bajaur and con-
cerned Inspector while
imposed Rs25 thousand
fine on applicant for filing
fake/fraudulent complaint
against public servant, on
Thursday.

Chief = Commissioner

RTPSC Muhammad Salim
Khan along with Commi-
ssioner Muhammad Asim
Imam heard seven com-
plaints while issued direc-
tions to competent officials
to ensure delivery of servic-
es to public.

RTPSC ordered attach-
ment of DPO and con-
cerned Inspector Bajaur for
did not registering First
Information Report of Syed
Mand while imposed Rs20
thousand fine on fake com-

plaint

while  directed
Principal Technical College
for his suspension and con-
cerned Village Secretary
Atta Ullah appeared before
the commission.

The commission retur-
ned to Rs50 thousand to
applicant Hazar Hayat
obtained by Patwari as
bribe  while  directed
Tehsildar  Ghazi  and
Patwari Junaid to conclud-
ed transfer of property
within seven on their

appearance before RTPSC.

RTPSC directed
Tehsildar Syed Amin along
with Naib tehsildar and
concerned Patwari to con-
clude transfer ancestral
property of  applicant
Waleed in Buner district
while ordered to appear
along with concern docu-
ments after fortnight.

The commission issued
notice to Xen Communi-

" cation and Work while

ordered Sub Divisional
Forest Officer Mansehra
Muhammad Junaid to issue
wood cutting till 19th
January 2023 and directed
to proof ownership of prop-
erty within two days.
Chief ~ Commissioner
RTPSC Muhammad Salim
Khan said that the commis-
sion is working as liason
among public servants and
citizens to ensure delivery
of services within stipulat-
ed timeframe and good
governance in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Water
position in
rivers issued

PESHAWAR (APP):
WAPDA has issued the
position of the river inflows
and outflows at Tarbela,
Mangla and Chashma
along with the reservoirs’
levels and the barrages here
on Thursday morning.
According to a
spokesperson of the author-
ity, inflows and outflows in
Indus River at Tarbela were
17000 cusecs and 10000
cusecs while inflows and
outflows in Kabul River at
Nowshera were 8300
cusecs and 8300 cusecs.
Similarly, inflows and
outflows at Khairabad
Bridge were 16800 cusecs
and 16800 cusecs respec-
tively. In Jhelum River at at
Mangla, the inflows and
outflows were 6900 cusecs
and 4000 cusecs while in
inflows and outflows in
Chenab River at Marala
were 12400 cusecs and
12400 cusecs respectively.
Furthermore, inflows
and outflows in Jinnah
Barrage were 23000 cusecs
and 18500 cusecs while
inflows and outflows in
Chashma were 19100
cusecs and 13000 cusecs.
Similarly, inflows and
outflows were 19500
cusecs and 16700 cusecs,
Guddu (inflows 21600
cusecs and outflows 14900
cusecs), Sukkur (inflows
15800 cusecs and outflows
500 cusecs), Kotri (inflows
3700 cusecs and outflows
3700 cusecs) Trimmu
(inflows 6200 cusecs and
outflow Nil cusecs) while
in Panjnad (inflows 5900
cusecs and outflows Nil
cusecs) respectively.
Meanwhile, Tarbela
Dam was operating at the
level of 1490.17 feet
against the maximum con-
servation level of 1550 feet
and minimum operating
level 1398 feet.

E-stamp paper formally
launched in Peshawar

PESHAWAR (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Peshawar, Shafiullah
Khan formally launched e-
stamp paper in the provin-
cial capital on Thursday.
The step has been taken
on the special directives of
the Chief Minister Mah-
mood Khan. Besides, offi-
cers of the district adminis-
tration, officers of the rev-
enue department and

National Bank of Pakistan
(NBP) were also present on
the occasion.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony, the Deputy
Commissioner said that
with the launching of e-
stamp papers, the practice
of the issuance of stamp
papers in back dates would
stop and help prevent dis-
pute regarding sale and pur-
chase of properties, beside

the fixation of actual rate
and eradication of the tam-
pering and frauds.

He said that each e-stamp
paper would be issued an
unique Barcode, which
could be easily verified
online. He further termed
the introduction of e-stamp
paper a revolutionary step as
compared to manual one
and will go a long way in
the facilitation of the people.

Pneumonia claims lives
of 175 children 1n Dec

PESHAWAR (INP): As
many as 175 children died
of pneumonia in three
major hospitals of Pesh-
awar during December.
According to details,
447 children suffering from
pneumonia and cold borne

diseases were shifted to
Khyber Teaching hospital
during last one month of
which 153 children died of
pneumonia. On the other
hand, 10 children among
the pneumonic affected chi-
Idren shifted to Hayatabad

Medical Complex during
ongoing month expired.
During the month of Dece-
mber, 300 children suffer-
ing from pneumonic were
shifted to Lady Reading
Hospital where 12 children
died during treatment.

PESHAWAR Asszstant Dlrector Local Government Mallk Arshad lead
protest against Minister for Relief with directorate staff while Class-4
Representative Faqir Hussain and Firdous Khan claimed will stand shoul-
der to shoulder with officer cadre demands.

| WSSCM,

on University of Veterinary ad Animal Sciences.

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan chairing a prog;'ess review meeting

Crimes cases
on raised,
says Javed

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In a posh
area like Hayatabad, the
anti-social elements have
disturbed the peace of the
areas and put the residence
under severe stress due to
raise in crime rate, known
businessman Ghulam Bilal
Javed told media men here
on Thursday.

The increasing number
of incidents in the posh
area of Peshawar, Hayat-
abad, has made life difficult
for the citizens, he added.
Due to the increasing inci-
dents of terrorism, the resi-
dents of Hayatabad have
installed security cameras
of their own.

In the street next to the
former DIG’s house on
Hayatabad Medical
Complex Road, two per-
sons entered the house for
the purpose of committing
an incident, but they got
scared when they saw the
camera.

When we contacted the
Police, they said that these
are drug addicts, while the
district administration had
undertaken to catch the
drug addicts and treat them,
but the police said that we
pick up the drug addicts
and hand them over to the
Deputy Commissioner Cell
established for this purpose
and they are passing
through rehab under the
government project.

Ghulam Bilal Javed on
this occasion said that it is
difficult to catch each and
every one rather many of
the criminals are involved
in robberies as well. He
said if the administration
continues to be negligent
like this, it will become dif-
ficult for the citizens to live
with peace. He said despite
informing the SP Cantt and
SP of the area on telephone
to increase the patrolling
and also deploy Ababil
Force in the area but so far
no action was taken.

Awareness
seminar

organized

PESHAWAR (APP): Water
and Sanitation Services
Company Mardan
(WSSCM), Abdul Wali

Khan University Mardan

(AWKUM) and Pakistan
Red Crescent Society
(PRCS) on  Thursday
organized an awareness
creating seminar aiming to
reduce plastic pollution.

The main objective of
awareness seminar was to
inform and sensitize stu-
dents and public about
plastic borne diseases and
to highlight measures that
can help reduction of plas-
tic pollution.

Director General (DG)
Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA), Anwar
Khan, Chairman
Environmental Sciences

Department Abdul Wali
Khan University Mardan,
Professor Dr. Dilawar
Farhan Shams and Ayaz Ali
Program Officer Pakistan
Red crescent Society high-
lighted importance and
objectives of seminar.

Dr. Hameeda Bibi from
AWKUM gave a briefing
on mechanism of micro-
plastic accumulation and its
uptake in soil and plant sys-
tem.

DG EPA, Anwar Khan
said that from 1st February,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment is imposing a com-
plete ban on the use of all
types of plastic in the
province from February 1.
He said that KP is the only
province that has formulat-
ed a climate change policy
and established an impro-
vement fund for reduction
of environmental pollution.

Deputy Manager
Muhammad
Ishaq briefed that the com-
pany is collecting and dis-
posing 180 tons of garbage
from Mardan city daily in
which more than 7.3% is
plastic waste. He said that
our failure to reduce plastic
use would negatively
impact existing environ-
ment system.

Allocation 3% quota to
ministerial in PMS:

PHC issues

notice

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprising of
Justice Syed Arshad Ali
and Justice Dr. Khurshid
Igbal issued notices to
Advocate General Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in  writ
regarding allocating 3%
quota to ministerial staff at
Commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner office in
Provincial ~Management
Services from tehsildar
quota, on Thursday.

The writ was filed repre-
sentatives of various empl-
oyees’ associations in wh-
ich Chief Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Secretary
Establishment, Secretary
law & Parliamentary Aff-
airs, Secretary Administra-
tion and Deputy Comm-

to AG

issioner Peshawar along
with others were made
respondents in the petition.
The counsel Muhammad
Farooq Afridi Advocate
requested for suspension of
operation notification No.
SOE-II(ED)2(14/2022)
dated 10 October 2022 and
interim relief to restrain
respondents from holding
Provincial Selection Board
(PSB) meeting for promot-
ing ministerial staff of
Commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner office under
3% PMS quota till the final
decision of writ petition.
The PHC’s divisional
bench  comprising  of
Justice Syed Arshad Ali
and Justice Dr. Khurshid
Igbal issued notice to
Advocate General Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa while
adjourned further hearing.

Encroachments
removed from
University
Road, ten
persons held

PESHAWAR (APP): A
team of district administra-
tion led by Assistant
Commissioner, Syeda
Zainab Naqvi Thursday
removed encroachments
including kiosks being ille-
gally erected by shopkeep-
ers on University Road.

Heavy machinery was
used to dismantle structures
constructed by shopkeepers
on university road.

Ten persons were also
arrested by district admin-
istration on the spot.

Assistant Comm-
issioner (AC) has warned
strict action against shop-
keepers found guilty of
violating their limits and
said that step has been
taken to ensure smooth
flow of traffic on main
artery of the city that was
often choked due to unau-
thorized construction by
business owners.

Walk on 7th national
census 1n Peshawar held

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A Grand
Public Awareness Walk was
organized in Peshawar by
Census Division Islamabad
and Bureau of Statistics
Peshawar with the support
of the Provincial Depart-
ment of Local Government,
Elections and  Rural
Development to raise mass
awareness on the impor-
tance of 7th National
Census being held early
next year in the month of
February. The walk started
from Census Office near
State Life Building and
passed through Fakhr Alam
Road, Green Shadi Hall,
State Bank Building and
Cantt: Railway Station
whereas it ended at Press
Club Peshawar.

In spite of the heavy

rain and cold weather in
Peshawar, people from all
walks of life including
government employees,
traders, industrialists, reli-
gious scholars, lawyers,
students and teachers par-
ticipated in the walk.
During the walk, the par-
ticipants held placards in
their hands highlighting the
importance of the 7th
national and the country’s
first digital census. They
also raised various slogans
on the greater benefits of
census in the country.
Deputy Director General
of  Census Division
Shaukat  Ali, Census
Commissioner Akhtar and
Secretary Coordination and
Elections, Department of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Local Government Sajid
Gul addressed the partici-

pants at the end of the
walk, who besides clarify-
ing the importance and
usefulness of the ensuing
national census, urged
them to endeavor their best
and encourage the masses
to help and support in early
completion of the census
process most successfully
and to fully cooperate with
the staff who approach the
people in the streets for the
purpose.

President of Peshawar
Press Club M Riaz Khan
and other journalist frater-
nity present on the occasion
also met the organizers and
participants of the walk and
assured them of the full
cooperation of the media
community in making the
census campaign a success
story in larger national
interest.
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PESHAWAR: Participants of Grant Public Awareness Walk on 7th National
Digital Census arranged jointly by Census Division and KP LGE&RDD.

KPRA awarded its top
contributing taxpayers

F.P Report

PESHAWAR: To recognize
the role of its taxpayers, the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Revenue Authority
(KPRA) presented awards
to the top contributing tax-
payers in the financial year
2021-22 on Thursday.

The KPRA presented
mementos to a total 51 tax-
payers selected from 10 dif-
ferent sectors and awarded
the top 5 withholding
agents on the basis of their
revenue contribution to the
collection of KPRA in the
financial year 2021-22 and
their tax overall compliance
level.

The award-winning tax-
payers were including busi-
nesses run by individuals,
and associations of persons
and companies from both
the corporate and non-cor-
porate sectors. Besides this,
certificates of appreciation
were also given to the
KPRA’s best-performing
officers during the financial
year enabling the KPRA to
achieve its targets.

A taxpayers’ apprecia-

tion ceremony was held at
the KPRA headquarters in
Peshawar where the repre-
sentatives of the best-per-
forming taxpayers were
invited. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Finance Mr. Taimur Khan
Jhagra was the chief guest
at the ceremony which was
also graced by the members
of KPRA’s policy board
including provincial minis-
ters, secretaries and private
members of the board.

KPRA Director General
Mr. Muhammad Kabir
Afridi welcomed the tax-
payers and the members of
the KPRA’s policy board in
his remarks and appreciated
the role of the taxpayers
and the team of the KPRA
for their contribution in
enabling the Authority to
achieve its revenue and
non-revenue targets.

“Our aim is to make our
province fiscally self-
reliant so that our govern-
ment has enough funds for
its developmental schemes
for the uplift of the
province,” Mr. Kabir Afridi
said adding that the number

of registered taxpayers has
exceeded 19,000 which
shows the trust of the tax-
payers on the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Revenue
Authority (KPRA) and the
provincial government. “It
is your contribution that we
are successfully achieving
our annual revenue targets
and without your support,
cooperation and guidance
of the Minister for Finance
Taimur Khan Jhagra we
would not have achieved
our targets.”

The Minister Finance
Taimur Khan Jhagra appre-
ciated the efforts of the
KPRA team in his speech
and the role of the taxpayer
saying that KPRA’s annual
growth rate 1is rapidly
increasing as compared to
other provinces.

“This year we are hope-
ful to take our revenue col-
lection to Rs40 billion,” he
said adding that the taxpay-
er’s  satisfaction  has
reached 99% in the taxpay-
ers’ perception survey
which is excellent and
shows taxpayers’ trust in
KPRA.
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Three killed as
roof collapses
Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWSHERA: Three
members of a family
were killed and four
others injured when
roof of a portion of
house collapsed due to
gas cylinder explosion
here on Thursday.
According to details,
the incident took place
in Wapda Colony of
tehsil Pabbi in district
Nowshera where as gas
cylinder exploded due
to leakage resultantly
roof of a room col-
lapsed. Seven members
of family were buried
under the rubble of
which three died and
four sustained injuries.
The rescue teams and
local people through
joint efforts pulled out
the bodies and injured
from the debris and
shifted them to local
hospital.

Commissioner
visits industries
F.P. Report

D I KHAN: CEO-
KPEZDMC, Mr. Javed
Igbal Khattak along
with Commissioner D I
Khan Division, Mr.
Amir Afaaq, performed
the groundbreaking of 3
new industries namely
Maxel Pharma, Al-
Hamd Floor & General
Mills, and Ittefaq
Concrete Segments in
KPEZDMC D.I. Khan
Economic zone.
Honorable Chief guests
also inaugurated the
infrastructure develop-
ment works in Zone
including roads, tube

well and sewerage
lines. These 3 industries
with an  estimated

investment of PKR 600
million will generate
more than 500 direct
employment opportuni-
ties. The 189 acres D 1
Khan Economic Zone is
planned to cater one of
the most resource rich
region of Pakistan. It
includes districts from
both KP and Punjab,
such as Dera Ismail
Khan, Tank, Lakki
Marwat, Mianwali,
Bhakkar, Dera Ghazi
Khan and South
Waziristan Agency.
Located on the second
most important juncture
of CPEC route, on the
Western Corridor, this
EZ has a great vantage
point in terms of acces-
sibility. With a sizeable
labor force and GDP
strength, the aforemen-
tioned region stands
perfectly feasible to
make D. 1. Khan
Economic Zone a com-
mercial and economic
success.

Coordination
body meeting
F.P. Report

BANNU: Comm-
issioner Bannu
Division Mati Ullah
Khan chaired

Divisional coordination
committee meeting of
preparation in Bannu
Division for the first-
digital census of the
country on Thursday.
Commissioner Bannu
Division Mati Ullah
Khan reviewed prepa-
ration for the upcoming
national census during
a meeting held in
Commissioner Office
Bannu here on
Thursday. Divisional
In-charge of Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics

Muhammad Umer,
Deputy Commissioner
Bannu Oun Haider

Gondal, Deputy Com-
missioner Lakki mar-
wat  Fazal  Akbar,
District Police Officer
Bannu Muhammad
Igbal, D.E.Os , Sec-
retary-to -
Commissioner Noor Ul
Amin participated. The
divisional in charge of
the National Census
gave a detailed briefing
about different prepara-
tions in the meeting. He
said that the 7th census
would be the first digi-
tal census in the history
of Pakistan in which
complete data of citi-
zens will be obtained
from the field and col-
lected through an
online system. He said
that Commissioner has

been nominated as
Divisional Census
Coordinator, DCs as

District Census Coo-
rdinators for districts,
and Assistant Com-
missioners for tehsils.

123 terrorists

arrested, 93 killed
by Lakki Police

F.P. Report

LAKKI MARWAT: At least 123 terrorists
with nine among them having a head
money were arrested and 93 were killed in
encounters by police in Bannu region dur-
said Bannu
Regional Police Officer Syed Ashfaq
Anwar in a statement on Thursday.

He said that a number of terror acts and
crime incidents were prevented in Bannu,
Lakki Marwat and North Waziristan dis-
tricts through proactive policing. “The
approach also helped to maintain law and
order situation, promote peace and curb
crimes in the region”, he maintained.

He said that in the outgoing year, police
also captured five kidnappers and 20
extortionists who were involved in kidnap-
ping for ransom and extortion of money.
He said that twenty eight policemen laid
down their lives in the line of duty while
twenty two were wounded in different
operations against terrorists and wanted

ing the outgoing year,

outlaws.

The regional police chief said that along
with dismantling terrorist groups and elim-
inating several important militants’ com-
manders, the counter terrorism department
personnel seized 14 hand grenades, a sui-
cide jacket and a heavy machine gun, 12
pistols, 4 rifles, 31 sub machine guns, 3
rocket propelled grenade (RPG) launchers
along with as many shells during separate
actions against militants. Highlighting the
role of Ababeel force in curbing street
crimes, Mr Ashfaq said that the force per-
sonnel equipped with modern weapons
and ICT tools checked 200 vehicles and
250 bikes, besides they held 165 persons
for their involvement in street crimes and

wheelie on roads.

The RPO said that the national action
plan (NAP) was implemented with a true

spirit as police carried out 3206 search and
strike operations wherein 2727 proclaimed

tively.

offenders and 16499 suspects were arrest-
ed from different parts of the region.
Giving details of the seizure items, he said
that the law enforcers with the help of nar-
cotics eradication teams recovered 64kg
ice drug, 73kg heroin, 484kg hashish, 3kg
opium, 1194 litre wine, 187 rifles, 1464
shotguns, 5995 pistols, 819 AK47 assault
rifles, 3 hand grenades and 102669 bullets
from drug traffickers and anti-social ele-
ments during raids.

The regional police officer also shed
light on a number of welfare initiatives
launched for the police force during the
outgoing year and said that the legal heirs
of the deceased cops received over Rs 4
million as death compensation (burial
charges) while over Rs one million and Rs
3.84 million were spent on provision of
treatment and educational facilities to the
parents and children of policemen respec-

He said that a huge chunk of the amount

was also disbursed under dowry fund and
cash assistance for the widows of deceased
cops. “The policemen also received RS
2.65 million as interest-free loans to meet
their genuine needs”, he added. Ashfaq
said that the dispute resolution council set-
tled 860 disputes while the police assis-
tance line (PAL) provided relief to more
than two thousand citizens.

He also claimed that special measures
were put in place to enhance the profes-
sional capacities of cops and improve their
investigation skills in the merged areas.
The regional police officer declared boost-
ing community policing for a peaceful and
crime free society his top priority and reit-

erated that the anti-state elements would

leniency.

be dealt sternly as they did not deserve any

Seminar on reduction
of plastic pollution held

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Water and sani-
tation services company
Mardan (WSSCM), Abdul
wali khan university Mardan
(AWKUM) and Pakistan red
crescent society (PRCS)
here on Thursday organized
an awareness seminar on
reduction of plastic pollu-
tion.

The main objective of the
awareness seminar was to
inform and sensitize the stu-
dents and public about plas-
tic borne diseases, and to
highlight the importance that
how we can reduce plastic
pollution. Director General
Environmental Protection
Agency Anwar Khan,
Professor Dr. Dilawar
Farhan Shams Chairman
Environmental  Sciences
Department Abdul Wali
Khan University Mardan
and Ayaz Ali Program offi-
cer Pakistan Red Crescent
society highlighted the
importance and objectives of
the seminar.

Dr. Hameeda Bibi from
AWKUM given a brief on
mechanism of micro-plastic
accumulation and uptake in
soil and plant system, Uzma
Noreen on bacterial degra-
dation of plastic, and
Muhammad Ishaq delivered
his speech on plastic recy-
cling technologies while in
panel discussion Ayaz Ali
from PRCS, Rahatullah
from WSSCM, and Dr.
Shams Ali Baig from
AWKUM participated and
given the practical solutions.

DG EPA Anwar Khan said
that from 1Ist February,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment is imposing a com-
plete ban on the use of all
types of plastic in the
province.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is
the only province that has
formulated a climate change
policy. He said that the
province has established an
improvement fund for the
reduction of environmental
pollution, through which the
ideas of the researcher relat-
ed to improvement of the
environment will be funded
and supported.

He said water use in serv-
ice stations is a matter of
concern and due to exces-
sive extraction of the water
this precious resource is
being gradually depleted.
While addressing to the par-
ticipants, the speaker said
that more than 350 million
tons of plastic is used glob-
ally every year. Pakistan is
the sixth largest plastic pro-
ducing and consuming
country.

The speakers said that 20
to 30% of municipal waste
contains plastic, in which
only 10% can be recycled,
while 24% of plastic can be
used for energy and 60% of
plastic is not used in any
ways. WSSCM Deputy
Manager Municipal
Services Muhammad Ishaq
briefed the participants that
wsscm collects and disposes
180 tons of garbage from
Mardan city on a daily basis,
in which more than 7.3% is

plastic waste.

If we fail to reduce the
use of plastic, it will have
worse effects on our envi-
ronment. The speakers urged
all the stakeholders to take
measures to control the plas-
tic pollution, through public
sensitization, Media and
other means of communica-
tion.

Two killed: A women
related dispute claims lives
of two brothers and serious
bullet injuries to third broth-
er in Sarfaraz village, police
and rescue officials told. The
officials of Jabbar police sta-
tion told that their prelimi-
nary investigations revealed
that the alleged killed named
Sher Bahadar, Gul Ahmad,
Abdullah and Yousaf opened
indiscriminate firing over
three brothers identified as
Rehmat Jan, Abdul Ghafar
and Matiullah after exchang-
ing hot words over a
women-related dispute.

As a result of the firing,
the victims Rehmat Jan and
Abdul Ghafar died on the
spot while their third-one
brother Matiullah received
bullet injuries in the firing.
Both the alleged killers and
victims were relatives. The
officials of Jabbar police sta-
tion registered FIR on the
complaint of Abdul Qayum,
brother of the slain persons,
against the above mentioned
alleged killers. The com-
plainant mentioned in the
FIR that a women-related
dispute was the reason
behind the double murdered
incident.

People urged
to stand with
police for

peace
F.P. Report

MALAKAND: Regional
Police Officer Malakand
Sajjad Khan has said that the
prevailing better law and
order situation in Malakand
Division was in result of
police and public sacrifices.
He added that police have
been conducted search and
strike operations in the
mountanios areas of the
entire division and now the
whole area has been declared
clear. The police will take
timely action on any infor-
mation from the public
regarding detouriation of
peace, drugs or other anti-
social activities. He urged the
public to stand with their
police against criminals and
anti-social elements.

He expressed these views
while addressing a grand cer-
emony of dignitaries of Swat
region, DRC members, trade
union, here at Javed Igbal
Shaheed Police Line, Kabul
Swat on Thursday. DPO
Swat Shafiullah Gandapur,
SP Special Branch Pir
Zarbadshah and other police
officers were also present.

On this occasion, RPO
Malakand said that the police
have shown their bravery in
all situations and would play
a leading role in the war
against terrorism.He said that
it was our prime determina-
tion to make sustained the
current durable peace in Swat
and other areas of the divi-
sion while the police was
ready for maintaining it at the
cost of any sacrifice,the RPO
added.

He said that the police
force was making all out
efforts for the establishment
of a peaceful and crime-free
society and the operation
against the  elements
involved in crime and drug
peddling was going on in the
entire division. The RPO
appealed to the parents on
this occasion to keep an eye
on their children so that they
stay away from drugs and
other bad social associa-
tions.He further said that the
forum of DRC, which
includes religious scholars
and dignitaries, was proving
to be very effective for the
resolution of public disputes
and has resolved a large
number of public issues.

The RPO said that all the
DPOs have been instructed
to adopt by police a better
attitude towards the public in
the police stations. The DPO
Swat Shafiullah Gandapur
on this occasion said that the
Swat Police was standing at
hard stance against criminals
while law and order will be
maintained here in any cost.
He said that the efforts of the
Swat police were being con-
tinu to bring the drug dealers
in apprehension,in recent
days, many drug dealers have
been arrested and a huge
quantity of drugs has also
been recovered from them
and they sent to jail,the DPO
commented. He further said
that the police needs full sup-
port of the public in this
regard. Swat Trade Federa-
tion President Abdul Rahim,
local dignitaries, DRCs chai-
rman and others also addr-
essed the event and high-
lighted the bravery and sacri-
fices of Swat Police. The
public leaders assured to be
stand aside of the police and
expressed their satisfaction
by the performance of the p-
olice for peace and security.

KP Governor
hails role of tribal

LANDI KOTAL: The
nation has remembered sac-
rifices rendered by the trib-
al journalists in the line of
their professional duty and
they have contributed with
their blood for restoration
of durable peace in the
area. Problems being faced
will be taken up with the
federal government for its
resolution.

These  views  were
expressed by the governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji
Ghulam Ali while address-
ing the oath taking ceremo-
ny of the interim cabinet of
Tribal Union of Journalist
(TUJ) merged districts here
in governor house,
Peshawar on Thursday. He
said that the journalist com-

munity in general and tribal

media persons especially
had rendered unmatched
sacrifices and it would be
wasted.

Beside decades of unrest
in the merged tribal region,
the tribal journalists execut-
ed their professional duties
efficiently,he opined. The
governor assured that the
federal government was
well aware of the miseries
of the tribesmen and all ini-
tiatives would be adopted
to provide them relief and
remove their sense of depri-
vation.

Prior to it, the governor
administered oath to the 18
members interim cabinet of
TUJ with its chairman Qazi
Falullah. Qazi Fazlullah,
the newly elected chairman
of TUJ, appraised the gov-

ernor of the problems of
tribal media persons and
said that without any prop-
er patronage of the govern-
ment or international com-
munities, they were execut-
ing their professional duties
in hostile surroundings.

He demanded provision
of all basic rights being
enjoyed by journalists in
downtown to them. Central
leader of Jamiat Ulema E
Islam,Fazalrehman(JUI-
F)Aman Ullah Haqqani,
JUI-F, Khyber Mufti Ijaz,
Jihad Shah Afridi and num-
ber of media person from
ex-tribal region participat-
ed in the moot. It is to be
mentioned here that TUJ
was restored after a decade
aimed to safeguard rights of
the journalist community of
tribal merged districts.

Anti-drugs awareness
walk arranged in Dir

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The local
administration on Thursday
arranged an awareness walk
against the growing trend of
drug abuse among youth in
Samarbagh. Teachers, stu-
dents, area elders, social
and political activists par-
ticipated in the walk led by
the assistant commissioner
Muhammad Suhail. The
sub divisional police officer
Nasir Khan and tehsil
municipal officer
Samarbagh Farman Ali also
attended the event.

The participants carrying
placards inscribed with slo-
gans against drug abuse
walked on the road and
gathered in front of the AC
office. Speaking on the
occasion the AC Suhail
Khan asked youth to keep
away from drugs and focus
on their studies. He said that
it was the collective respon-
sibility of the society to dis-
courage drugs. He asked the
locals to cooperate with the
local administration in
eliminating the menace of
drugs from the area.

Official suspended:
District  police  officer
Ikramullah on Thursday on
the directives of regional
police officer Sajjad Khan
suspended a naib muharrir
of the Munda police station
for his incorrect and negli-
gence in registering a case
against an accused of hero-
ine smuggler. Following the
directives from the RPO the
official identified as Arshad
Khan was suspended and
returned to the Timergara
police lines. It is said the
district public prosecutor

had complained against the
official that he had regis-
tered contradictory figures
in the report. The DPO also
ordered an inquiry against
the official.

Malakand armed serv-
ices’ board  shifting
demanded: Retired person-
nel of armed services have
demanded the government
to shift the district armed
services board (also called
soldiers' board) from
Malakand top to Chakdara
without any further delay.
Talking to local journalists
at Chakdara here on
Thursday the representa-
tives of the retired person-
nel from the three services
including retired subedar
major Said Gul, Badshah
Zada, Jehan Bakht, Noor
Faqir and others com-
plained that after the con-
struction of the Swat motor-
way the pensioners and
their relatives found it diffi-
cult to reach the Malakand
top as the main Grand
Trunk road was no longer
used by public transport.

They said that about
15000 aged retired person-
nel belonged to different
districts of Malakand divi-
sion like Swat, Lower and
Upper Dir, Chitral and
Bajaur and they had to veri-
fy their pensions and other
documents from the servic-
es board. They pointed out
that the government had
started work to construct a
public park at Chakdara and
it had enough land. They
said that about 600 kanal of
land at the Chakdara Khwar
were being used for the
park.

They demanded the gov-

ernment and the district
administration to specify at
least one acre of land in that
park for the district armed
services’ board so that the
aged pensioners and their
widows could benefit from
it. They said that Chakdara
was the center of the whole
Malakand division and lied
at a suitable distance from
various districts so the gov-
ernment should shift the
services, board here.

Free medical
camp held

F.P. Report

GHALANALI: Efforts are
being made by the Security
Forces to provide basic
health facilities to the people
in Mohmand district. In this
regard, Frontier Corps North
organized a free medical
camp in Suran Valley. In the
free medical camp, doctors
and nursing staff conducted
free check-ups of more than
775 men, women and chil-
dren of the local population
suffering from various dis-
eases and provided them
with free medicines.

On this occasion, the doc-
tors also provided awareness
to the public to prevent sea-
sonal diseases. Residents of]
the area expressed their grat-
itude to Frontier Corps
North and said that by
organizing free medical
camp in remote areas of
Mohmand, basic health
facilities are being easily
available to the people and
they don't have to go to other
areas for treatment.

Tourists throng to Kalam, Malama Jabba to enjoy first snowfall

MINGORA (APP): Following
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MET office’s prediction of the
snowfall over the hills of Upper
Khyber Pakthunkhwa including
Swat valley, the tourists and
snowfall lovers on Thursday
thronged to the most scenic
Kalam, Bahrain and Malam
Jabba valleys to enjoy the first
snowfall of the winter season.

Domestic tourists along with
families mostly arrived from dif-
ferent districts of Central Punjab
and northern Khyber
Pakthunkhwa were being seen in
substantial numbers in Upper
Swat’s valleys of Kalam,
Madain, Bahrain and Malam
Jabba exploring its mesmerizing
natural beauty amid light to
modern rains and snowfall that
turned weather extremely cold
and muggy.

Tourists from Peshawar,
Nowshera, Mardan, Charsadda,
Lahore, Rawalpindi and
Islamabad were seen in large
numbers at Kalam, Malam Jabba
and Bahrian to get pleasures
from snowfall, trout fish and
river rafting. Besides Kalam and
Malam Jabba, the snowy moun-
tains peaks of Gabin Jabba,
Miandam, Matiltan, Kalam,
Utror, Gabral, Matiltan,
Mahodand, Loye Sar resorts
have drawn influx of snowfall
lovers along with families and
children amid great fun and
laughter.

“I came from Wapda Town

tourists’ destination Kalam for
snowfall and trout fish following
MET’s office forecast for snow-
fall over the hills of Upper
Swat,” said Ahtisham Khan, a
lecturer of Urdu literature while
talking to APP. He said Swat
was known for a combination of
its seven distinctive features
including snowfall that was hard
to find together in any tourist
destination of Pakistan. In addi-
tion to being a home to primitive
Gandhara civilization, he said
the Swat’s unique features
including ice skiing, river raft-
ing, adventure sports, snow-clad
mountain peaks, trout-fish, and
Swat motorway has made it an
ideal destination for winter
tourism and sports in Pakistan.
These distinctive characteris-
tics, which are second to none in
any other district of the country,
draw adventure sportsmen,
archeologists, water rafters,
mountaineers, snowfall lovers,
foodies, and  eco-tourists
throughout the year. The 150-
kilometer-long freshwater of the
river Swat originating from dif-
ferent glaciers and lakes includ-
ing Mahodand and Gabral
mountains offers unique oppor-
tunities for adventure sports
enthusiasts to explore in a single
day trip along with loved ones.
Fazagut, Fatehpur, Barikot,
and Chakdara were most suitable
for water rafting in river Swat

could attract a large number of
tourists during winter. River
Swat is ideal for ‘fish jumping
and disappearing water sports’
and introduction of such sports
would help bolster the rural
economy and promote tourism
and transport industries in KP.
Bestowed with more than 50
high-altitude small and big lakes,
Swat’s Mahodand lake is an
exceptional source of attraction
for tourists enjoying its blue-
waters and boats riding amid
cold breezes and snowfalls.

Qaiser Khan, a retired Wapda
employee, told APP that he came
from Nowshera to enjoy snow-
fall in Kalam, trout fish of River
Swat and Mahudhand lake. He
said Mahudand and Gabrial
lakes carried unique charm and
clean air besides nearby birds
chanting valleys take tourists
into a lap of serenity.

“I have ordered two KG trout
fish to enjoy with my family
members,” Qaiser said, adding
green trout of Swat attract food-
ies amid snowfall at Kalam,
Madain and other areas of the
district. Besides its famous
Deodar trees and precious
wildlife, he said the Swat’s
snow-clad tall mountain ranges
of Falakser, Mankial and Elum
peaks offer great challenges to
mountaineers and trekkers to
explore especially during winter.
Likewise, its extensive plains

vegetables carried a unique com-
parative advantage than other
tourists destination of the coun-
try.
He advised tourists to bring
warm clothes and sweaters while
coming to Upper Swat these
days in the wake of chilly weath-
er and rainfall. Attracting
Buddhists, monks and archaeol-
ogists from across the world
throughout the year, the Swat’s
archaeological treasures and
ancient artifacts housed at Saidu
Sharif Museum become a dis-
tinctive feature taking tourists to
the glorious history of Swat.

The most celebrated monk
from Thailand, Arayawangso
along with 20 disciples has
recently  visited  different
Buddhist sites of Swat including
Saidu Sharif Museum and Stupa
besides Buthkara Buddhist
monastery which impressed him
a lot. He said Swat was very
important in terms of Buddhist
history in Pakistan and must be
visited by followers of
Bhuddism from all around the
world. Another striking feature
of Swat is skiing sports being
played at Malam Jabba every
year during winter and such
sport was hardly placed in any
part of the country.

Malik Lugman, KP tourism
department’s senior planning
officer told APP that a mega
project costing Rs238 million

ferent winter sports and tourism
events in various districts
including Swat. Kalam’s winter
gala and tour-de-cycle race
would be organized in Swat
while first-ever sports rafting at
River Swat would be held
besides an international
paragliding event at Saidu
Sharif. He said a youth leader-
ship conference and skiing event
at Malam Jabba was also
planned.

To reduce tourists’ load at
Kalam, Malam Jabba and
Bahrian, he said new tourists
spots would be developed at
Sola Tanar, Puchar and Jargo
valleys while walking tracks
would be developed to promote
ecotourism in Swat. To maintain
natural beauty and avoid pollu-
tion at tourist spots in Swat, he
said camping pods would be
established at new tourists’ des-
tinations besides Kalash culture
events in Chitral. To link new
tourist destination with Swat
Motorway, he said that Rs4.8
billion were being spent on
development and construction of
new roads.

Tourism budget has been
swelled to Rs8.6 billion during
2022-23 while work on the
world bank’s assisted KP
Integrated Tourism Project cost-
ing Rs17 billion was underway
in the province, he added.
Lugman said the construction of

posed in Malakand and Hazara
divisions while six tourist facili-
tation centers were established
and work on seven others start-
ed.

He said ground breaking of
23 km long Mankyal-Bada Sarai
Road has been performed that
would be rehabilitated at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 5.70 billion.
The project also includes the
construction of four bridges and
two rest areas. He said that an
Integrated Tourism Zone at
Mankyal Swat would be estab-
lished where modern facilities
would be provided to tourists
under the KITE project. He said
a Rs 365 million project for fea-
sibility studies for identification
of new tourist spots was
planned. To promote ecotourism
in southern districts of KP, he
said that a road to Sheikh Badin
tourist resort located at the con-
fluence of DI Khan and Lakki
Marwat districts would be con-
structed with an estimated cost
of Rs3 billion while a tourist
wing for merged areas was being
established to monitor and over-
see tourism-related activities
there. Tourism police was made
operational at Malakand and
Hazara divisions to facilitate
tourists. He said Tourism police
were deployed on key places of
Swat to facilitate tourists and
snowfall lovers during winter
season.
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Chma’s COVID
policymaking under
scrutiny as infections soar

BEIJING (Reuters):

policies.

Scenes of overwhelmed hospitals,
people on intravenous drips by the road-
side and lines of hearses outside crema-
toria have fuelled public concern. An
extraordinarily small number of reported
fatalities - 10 deaths since the old policy
regime was overturned on Dec. 7 - and a
decision by authorities to stop publishing
data on cases have also stoked distrust.
With estimates of millions of daily cases
and at least 1 million COVID deaths next
year, global experts say the world's most
populous nation needs to bolster its med-
ical infrastructure quickly. Chinese offi-
cials have vowed to step up protection
for key demographic groups - including
millions of elderly people - boost vacci-
nation rates and expand healthcare

resources.

Experts say China has been caught ill-
prepared by the abrupt U-turn in policies
long championed by President Xi Jinping
and implemented by trusted ally Vice
Premier Sun Chunlan, be it the Chinese
capital or the countryside. In December,
tenders put out by hospitals for key med-
ical equipment such as ventilators and
patient monitors were two to three times
higher than in previous months, accord-
ing to a Reuters review,suggesting hospi-
tals across the country were scrambling

to plug shortages.

China's COVID policy, especially at
the grassroots level, is in chaos due to
crunches in medical supplies and the
sheer number of sick elderly people, said
Alfred Wu, associate professor at the Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the
National University of Singapore. "This
is very much an unprecedented emer-
gency now, because of the healthcare
crunch that has happened everywhere, at
different levels, even in Beijing," Wu

said.

"More fundamental, and more subtle
and more important is the social contract
and social trust in China. It is supposed
to be very high and supposed to help the
government deal with many challenges
but now the issue is we don't know how
much faith people have in the govern-
ment." The State Council Information
Office, which handles media queries for
the government, did not respond to
Reuters requests for comment.

Over the past three years,

After
scrapped three years of zero-COVID
curbs in 30 days, setting off a massive
wave of infections, Beijing's policymak-
ers face an immense challenge to treat
the sick and minimise deaths while win-
ning back public trust dented by previous

China

Premier Sun, 72, has been the face of
China's COVID fight, a mother-like fig-
ure who has executed Xi's zero-COVID
policy with a firm hand. On Jan. 22,
2020, while visiting the central city of
Wuhan where the new coronavirus was
first found, Sun told local cadres to

implement the "strictest" counter-epi-

demic measures. A day later, the city of
over 13 million was thrown into a lock-
down - the first of many across China
that sparked anger and protests.

In April this year, Sun rushed to
Shanghai as the city went under lock-
down, according to state media reports.
At the end of a one-month stay, Sun said
it was not the time for the city of 25 mil-
lion to relax. The lockdown continued
for another month. Trusted by Xi, the
former factory worker has taken blows
for his COVID policies.

In 2020, while inspecting a high-rise
condominium in Wuhan, her group was
heckled by residents under lockdown.
"It's fake! It's fake!" they yelled from
their windows, accusing officials of stag-

ing grocery deliveries to coincide with

her visit. During the Shanghai lockdown,
while also on an inspection tour, Sun was
bombarded by pleas from residents
shouting from their windows: "No more
rice! No more cooking oil! Please take us
with you! Don't leave us!"

Sun will step down in March during a
Cabinet reshuffle that also involves
many other top government officials. She
is also past the typical retirement age of
68. "From a political perspective, she has
faithfully obeyed the orders of President

Xi," said Yanzhong Huang, senior fellow

Dec. 25,

powerful

Party.

Vice

for global health at the Council on
Foreign Relations (CFR), an independent
US think tank.

According to minutes of a COVID
teleconference among top policymakers
seen by Reuters and confirmed by a
source with knowledge of the meeting on
Li
Communist Party chief of Shanghai who
oversaw the city's two-month lockdown,
spoke as the new head of a small but
policy-deciding group on
COVID. Li is a close ally of Xi's and was
recently elected to the No.2 position on
the seven-man Standing Committee, the
pinnacle of power within the Communist

the former

Qiang,

How the current infections are tackled
remain a key near-term challenge to
COVID czars. "If they cannot do a good
job in handling the surge of cases and
this leads to mass die-off, that fear and
panic would be a challenge to social and
political stability," CFR's Huang said.

Flights resume between
Addis Ababa, Mekelle

TIGRAY (BBC): Families
wept and kissed the tarmac
at the main airport in
Ethiopia's northern Tigray
region as they reunited
after being kept apart by
war for more than 18
months. The emotional
scenes  followed  the
resumption of commercial
flights between the federal
capital Addis Ababa and
the  regional  capital
Mekelle.

The city, which has a
population of around
500,000, was largely cut
off from the rest of the
world during a brutal two-
year war that claimed the
lives of tens of thousands
of people, and displaced
millions of others. The
government and Tigray
People's Liberation Front
(TPLF) finally signed a
peace accord last month,
opening the way for pas-
senger flights to resume.

TPLF-controlled Tigrai
TV showed footage of pas-
sengers dropping to their
knees and kissing the tar-
mac at the airport in

Mekelle. There were also
emotional scenes at Addis
Ababa's Bole International
Airport, as people flew in
from Tigray. As telephone
services had also been cut,
some people had no con-
tact with their relatives in
Tigray for more than 18
months, and were anxious-
ly waiting to find out
whether they were still at
home and safe.

They included 47-year-
old Kahssay Hailu, who
had been stranded in Addis
Ababa since she came to
the city to be with her
daughter, as she prepared
for her exams. "I lived
here, separated from my
husband and child whom I
love," Mrs Kahssay told
Reuters news agency, as
she waited at the airport in
Addis Ababa to catch her
flight to Mekelle. "When I
heard of the news [of
flights resuming], I fell to
the ground and cried," she
added.

Another woman, 67-
year-old Nigsti
Hailemariam, said she had

arrived in Addis Ababa in
2020 to help her pregnant
daughter give birth. "I
came here to see my
daughter who was giving
birth. My plan was to stay
just two weeks and then
everything was shut down
suddenly. It has been more
than a year-and-a-half. I'm
very happy that peace is
returning, and excited that [
am finally going home,"
she told Reuters.

The war started after a
massive fall-out between
Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed and the
TPLF-controlled regional
government. Mr Abiy
accused Tigrayan forces of
attacking military bases
and trying to overthrow
him. He responded by
ordering air strikes, and
sending troops to Tigray to
dislodge the TPLF from
power in the region. The
African Union (AU) bro-
kered a deal between the
two sides last month to
end hostilities and to
restore basic services in
Tigray.

US to impose COVID-19
tests for travelers

CHICAGO (Reuters): The
United States will impose
mandatory COVID-19
tests on travelers from
China, US health officials
said, joining India, Italy,
Japan and Taiwan in taking
new  measures  after
Beijing's decision to lift
stringent zero-COVID
policies. The officials told
reporters that beginning on
Jan. 5, all air passengers 2
years old and older will
require a negative result
from a test no more than
two days before departure
from China, Hong Kong or
Macao.

Passengers who test pos-
itive more than 10 days
before a flight can provide
documentation of recovery
in lieu of the negative test
result, the federal officials
said. In an abrupt change of
policy, China this month
began dismantling the
world's strictest COVID
regime of lockdowns and
extensive testing, putting
its battered economy on
course for a complete re-
opening next year.

The lifting of restric-

tions, following wide-
spread protests against
them, means COVID is
spreading largely
unchecked and likely
infecting millions of peo-
ple a day, according to
some international health
experts. Beijing has faced
international criticism that
its official COVID data and
its tally of deaths are
inconsistent with the scale
of its outbreak.

Some global health
experts have said the virus
could infect as many as 1
million people per day, and
international modeling
groups have predicted
China could experience 2
million deaths or more.
Earlier this week, US offi-
cials cited "the lack of
transparent data" from
China, a persistent com-
plaint from Washington
about China’s handling of
the pandemic, as reason for
considering its own travel
restrictions.

The US and Chinese
approaches to battling
COVID have been marked-
ly different throughout the

pandemic. High infection
rates in the United States
early in the pandemic gave
Beijing room to argue its
model of strict COVID
prevention measures had
saved lives. China has
struggled to vaccinate its
elderly population and has
yet to authorize foreign
mRNA vaccines. Its overall
vaccination rate is above
90% but the rate for adults
who have had booster shots
drops to 57.9%, and to
42.3% for people aged 80
and older, according to
Chinese government data
last week.

The country has nine
domestically-developed
COVID vaccines approved
for use, but none has been
updated to target the highly
infectious Omicron variant.
In June, the United States
rescinded a 17-month-old
requirement that people
arriving in the country by
air test negative for
COVID-109. It still requires
most non-US citizens to be
vaccinated against COVID
to travel to the United
States.

Rwanda says

Congo fighter

jet violated its
air space

KIGALI (Reuters):
Rwanda's government said
that a fighter jet from
Democratic Republic of
Congo briefly violated its
airspace, the latest accusa-
tion to fly between the two
countries whose relations
have frayed this year.
Congo, Western powers
and  United Nations
experts accuse Rwanda of
backing M23 rebels in
eastern Congo, who have
seized several towns and
villages in offensives this
year.

Rwanda denies any
involvement, saying the
allegations are a tactic to
cover up Congo's security
failures. In July Congo's
president and his Rwandan
counterpart agreed at a
summit in Angola's capi-
tal, Luanda, to de-escalate
tensions, but the M23
rebels  continued  to
advance. In November an
unarmed Congolese war-
plane briefly landed at a
Rwandan airport while on
a reconnaissance mission
near the border, in what
Congo said was an acci-
dent.

"These repeated viola-
tions are against the spirit
of Luanda and Nairobi

peace initiatives,"
Rwandan government
spokesperson Yolande

Makolo said in a state-
ment. "The authorities in
(Congo) seem to be
emboldened by consistent
coddling by some in the
international community
who repeatedly heap
blame on Rwanda for any
and all ills in (Congo),
while ignoring the trans-
gressions originating from
(Congo)," Makolo added
Congo's government and
army spokesmen did not
immediately respond to
requests for comment.

The M23 rebels with-
drew from a small portion
of territories they had
seized, as part of what they
described as a goodwill
gesture in a ceasefire bro-
kered by East African
regional leaders.

Australia says
no change

to rules

SYDNEY (Reuters):
Australia is making no
change to its rules around
allowing travellers from
China into the country,
despite measures by some
countries to require manda-
tory COVID-19 tests,
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said on
Thursday. "We will take the
appropriate advice from the
health experts," Albanese
told the Australian
Broadcasting Corp (ABC).

"There is no change in
the travel advice at this
point in time but we are
continuing to monitor the
situation, as we continue to
monitor the impact of
COVID here in Australia as
well as around the world."
Since China relaxed strict
measures to stop the spread
of the coronavirus, the
country has experienced a
surge of cases, overwhelm-
ing hospitals and prompt-
ing countries including the
United States, India and
Japan to impose restrictions

on travellers from the
mainland.
Australia and China

recently resumed diplomat-
ic dialogue after relations
between the countries hit a
low point following criti-
cism by Australia of
China's  handling  of
COVID-19. In 2020, China
imposed trade sanctions on
several major Australian

exports.  This  month,
Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong

became the country's first
government minister to
visit China since 2019.

On Thursday, Australian
Trade Minister Don Farrell
said he was willing to visit
China to talk through
Beijing's bans on imports
of Australian barley and
wine, which are currently
the subject of an Australian
complaint to the World
Trade Organization. "When
you have trade disputes that
can't be resolved by discus-
sion that's your only alter-
native," Farrell told the
ABC.

"We would prefer to sit
down and discuss the
issues." Albanese, asked on
the Seven Network if he
planned to visit China, said
he had a "very positive"
meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping at the
G20 summit in Indonesia in
November, but "we'll wait
and see in regards to a visit
by myself". "There are
none planned at the
moment," he added.

Kosovo closes main border

MERDARE, Kosovo

(Reuters):

-

Kosovo closed its biggest border

crossing with Serbia after protesters
blocked it on the Serbian side to sup-
port their ethnic kin in Kosovo in
refusing to recognise the country's
between
Belgrade and Pristina have been run-
ning high since last month when rep-
resentatives of ethnic Serbs in the
north of Kosovo left state institutions
including the police and judiciary
over the Kosovo government's deci-
sion to replace Serbian issued car

independence. Tensions

licence plates.

Kosovan Interior Minister Xhelal
Svecla said Serbia, under the influ-
ence of Russia, was aiming to desta-
bilise Kosovo. Serbia denies it is try-
ing to destabilise its neighbour and
says it just wants to protect its minor-
ity there. The Kremlin also denied the
Kosovan accusations but said it sup-
ported Belgrade. "Serbia is a sover-
eign country and it is absolutely
wrong to look for Russia's destructive
influence here," Kremlin spokesman

Dmitry Peskov said.

For over 20 years, Kosovo has
been a source of tension between the
West which backed its independence
and Russia which supports Serbia in
its efforts to block the country's mem-
bership in international organisations
including United Nations. Since Dec.
10, Serbs in northern Kosovo have
exchanged fire with police and erect-
ed more than 10 roadblocks in and
around Mitrovica. Their action fol-
lowed the arrest of a former Serb
policeman accused of assaulting serv-

ing police officers.

Serbia put its troops on highest
President
Aleksandar Vucic, who said Serbia
was continuing to fight peace and seek
a compromise, inspected the troops
close to the border. Serbs in Serbia

alert. Late, Serbian

The Merdare

used a truck and tractors to create the
latest roadblock, close to the Merdare
crossing on Kosovo's eastern border,
Belgrade-based media reported.

The government in Pristina has
asked NATO's peacekeeping force for
the country, KFOR, to clear the barri-
cades. But KFOR has no authority to
act on Serbian soil. Kosovo's Foreign
Ministry announced on its Facebook
page the Merdare crossing had been
closed since midnight, saying: "If you
have already entered Serbia then you
have to use other border crossings ...
or go through North Macedonia."

Kosovo's most important for road
freight, as well as complicating the
journeys of Kosovars working else-
where in Europe from returning home
for holidays. With two smaller cross-
ings on the Serbian border in the
north closed since Dec. 10, only three
entry points between the two coun-

entry point is

zens.

tries remain open.
Pristina main airport was also
closed over a bomb threat, Kosovo
police said in a statement. Police did
not say if it was related to the recent
tensions.
Milos Vucevic, said Vucic was in
talks with the so called Quint group
of the United States, Italy, France,
Germany and Britain about the cur-
rent tensions can be resolved.
Around 50,000 Serbs living in eth-
nically divided northern Kosovo
refuse to recognise the government in
Pristina or the status of Kosovo as a
country separate from Serbia. They
have the support of many Serbs in
Serbia and its government. Albanian-
majority Kosovo declared independ-
ence from Serbia in 2008 with the
backing of the West, following a
1998-99 war in which NATO inter-
vened to protect ethnic Albanian citi-

crossing after roadblock in Serbia

Serbian Defence Minister,

Russia launches massive
missile barrage across Ukraine

KYIV  (AP): Multiple
regions of Ukraine, includ-
ing its capital, faced a mas-
sive Russian missile attack
Thursday, the biggest wave
of strikes in weeks target-
ing power stations and
other critical infrastructure
during freezing weather.
Air raid sirens rang out
across the country.
Ukraine’s military chief,
Gen. Valerii Zaluzhnyi,
said preliminary reports
showed Russia fired 69
missiles at energy facilities
and Ukrainian forces shot
down 54 of them. Several
people were wounded,
although there were no
immediate reports of any
deaths.

Russia dispatched explo-
sive drones to selected
regions overnight before
broadening the barrage
with “air and sea-based
cruise missiles launched
from strategic aircraft and
ships” in the morning, the
Ukrainian air force said.
The widespread attack was
the latest in a series of
Russian strikes on power
and water supsplies that
have increased the
Ukrainian population's suf-
fering. = Moscow  has
launched such attacks
almost  weekly  since
October while its ground
forces struggle to hold
ground and advance.

On Thursday, air defense
systems were activated in
Ukraine's capital, Kyiv, to
fend off strikes, according
to the regional administra-
tion. Sounds of explosions
were heard in the city. At
least three people were

wounded and hospitalized,
including a 14-year- old
girl, Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said. He warned of power
outages in the capital, ask-
ing people to stockpile
water and to charge their
electronic devices.

Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba
condemned Russia for
launching the missiles amid
the winter holidays, calling
it an act of “senseless bar-
barism.” “There can be no
‘neutrality’ in the face of
such mass war crimes.
Pretending to be ‘neutral’
equals taking Russia’s
side,” Kuleba tweeted.
After more than 10 months
of fighting, Russia and
Ukraine are locked in a
grinding battle of attrition.
The Ukrainian military has
reclaimed  swaths  of
Russian-occupied territory
in the country's northeast
and south, and continues to
resist persistent Russia
attempts to seize all of the
industrial Donbas region in
the east.

At the same time,
Moscow has methodically
targeted Ukrainian power
facilities and other key
infrastructure in a bid to
weaken the country’s
resolve and force it to nego-
tiate on Russian terms. The
time between strikes has
increased in recent weeks,
though, leading some com-
mentators to  theorize
Russia is trying to ration its
missile supply. While the
Ukrainian military reported
success in shooting down
incoming Russian missiles
and explosive drones after

earlier attacks, some still
reached their targets. Most
cities have gone without
heat, internet service and
electricity for hours or days
at a time.

Ukrainian Prime
Minister Denys Shmyhal
said a number of energy
facilities were damaged
during what he said was the
10th such large-scale attack
on his country. “Russia is
trying to deprive
Ukrainians of light before
the New Year,” Shmyhal
wrote in a Telegram post.
He said that emergency
blackouts may be necessary
“in some areas.”

Anastasia, a medic who
took shelter Thursday at a
central Kyiv subway sta-
tion and gave only her first
name, said she was tired of
the war. “We don’t know
how long the war will last.
It’s hard to be afraid every
day and put your life on
hold,” she said. Numerous
explosions also took place
in Kharkiv, which is locat-
ed in eastern Ukraine and
the country's second-
largest city, and in the city
of Lviv near the border
with Poland, according to
their mayors. About 90%
of Lviv was without elec-
tricity, Mayor Andriy
Sadovyi wrote on
Telegram. Trams and trol-
ley buses were not work-
ing, and residents might
experience water interrup-
tions, he said.

In a development that
could further escalate ten-
sions, a Telegram channel
affiliated with the presi-
dential press service of

Belarus said a Ukrainian S-
300 air defense missile
landed in Belarusian terri-
tory of Belarus early
Thursday. It said the mis-
sile could have veered off
course accidentally and
there were no casualties.
The Belarusian Defense
Ministry said later that the
missile was downed by the
Belarusian air defense over
the western Brest region
and fell into a field, accord-
ing to a statement carried
by the state Belta news
agency

Belarus served as a stag-
ing ground for Russia's
Feb. 24 invasion of
Ukraine, and there are fears
that Moscow’s close ally
could try to find a pretext
for joining attacks against
neighboring Ukraine. The
governor of  Russia’s
Saratov region, Roman
Busargin, said Russian air
defenses  downed  an
“unidentified object” near
the city of Engels, home to
a Russian air base that
serves as the main hub for
nuclear-capable strategic
bombers that are engaged
in launching missile strikes
on Ukraine.

The Russian military
said the Engels base was
targeted by Ukrainian
drones twice this month,
most recently. Russia’s
Defense Ministry said three
servicemen were killed by
fragments of a downed
Ukrainian drone. Ukrainian
authorities have maintained
ambiguity about attacks on
Russian soil, stopping short
of claiming responsibility
for them.

Sarajevo’s agony echoes as
Ukraine braces for a dark winter

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-
Herzegovina (AP) Vildana
Mutevelic huddled in her
apartment with her two
young children and elderly
cousins. They had no heat,
electricity or running water
as artillery shells tore the
roof off their building and
almost took their lives. To
survive, she improvised.

Mutevelic made a lamp
out of used engine oil,
water and a shoelace for a
wick. She cooked on a fire
fueled by books, furniture,
shoes or clothes. A plastic
spoon, she discovered,
when lit, worked well as a
temporary flashlight if she
ventured outside. Plastic
sheets covered the blown-
out windows, a flimsy
buffer against the bitter
cold. Her news of the world
came from a neighbor who
powered a radio with a car
battery. “The electricity
failed right away,”
Mutevelic, 70, said through
a translator. “And every-
thing we had in our freez-
ers, it melted. Those were
our stocks, basically. That’s
all.”

For Mutevelic, these are
memories from  three
decades ago, when Bosnian

Serbs besieged Sarajevo,
causing thousands of civil-
ian casualties. But it’s all
happening again in
Ukraine. Russia’s armed
forces have aimed their
firepower at Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure as
winter weather sets in.
Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who
has accused Russia of
“energy terrorism," said
earlier this week that about
9 million people were with-
out electricity. The coun-
try’s prosecutor general,
Andriy Kostin, told The
Associated Press  that
Russia’s deliberate target-
ing of Ukraine’s essential
utilities is another act of
genocide, the most heinous
of war crimes.

“We are convinced that
the crimes (Russia) is com-
mitting in Ukraine bear all
the hallmarks of genocide,”
Kostin said in a statement.
“The aggressor state is
‘weaponizing winter,’
depriving Ukrainians of the
basics electricity, water and
heating.” To make civilians
suffer and die as a way to
force their government to
yield isn’t a new wartime
strategy. But it’s prone to

failure. Families, neighbors
and entire communities
band together, brainstorm
and resist. As Sarajevo did.
And as Britain did when the
island nation refused to
buckle under Nazi
Germany’s withering
assaults 80 years ago.

“The ability of a modern
population to survive under
duress and under aggres-
sion because of the mere
willingness to continue to
exist is sometimes underes-
timated,” said Bruno
Tertrais, adviser for geopol-
itics at the Institut
Montaigne, a Paris-based
think tank. Ukrainians are
displaying the same resolve
and ingenuity. Larysa
Shevtsova’s apartment in
Ukraine’s southern city of
Kherson lost its electricity
and water. But gas still
flowed into a stove in the
cramped kitchen. With two
fire-resistant bricks and
advice from a family
friend, she and her husband
were able to keep the tem-
perature bearable in their
home without being con-
fined to the kitchen.

They’d set a brick direct-
ly on one of the stove’s four
burners, the three others

covered by large pots and a
kettle. When the rectangu-
lar block was hot enough, it
was carried carefully into
the living room and set on
top of a Soviet-era space
heater that no longer
worked. Shevtsova, her
husband and two sons, one
of them 3 years old, hud-
dled around the brick for
warmth that would last for
about 30 minutes. “We use
this method to heat the
room,” Shevtsova said.
“Before that we just froze.”

The Associated Press and
the PBS series “Frontline,”
drawing from a variety of
sources, have independent-
ly documented more than
40 attacks by Russia on
Ukraine’s electrical power,
heat, water and telecommu-
nications facilities since
February. The extent of
Russia’s path of destruction
is not limited to one region
of Ukraine. From the east to
west, Russia has unleashed
an onslaught of drone and
missile attacks meant to
inflict maximum damage to
Ukraine’s energy infrastruc-
ture with a drastic uptick in
strikes since September,
according to AP’s analysis
of the data.
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Ukraine war
and energy
diplomacy

said that active work is underway for the estab-

RIUSSIAN Energy Minister Alexander Novak has

ishment of the gas hub in Tiirkiye. According to
him, the Russian government is in consultation with its
partnering nations regarding the newly constructed
energy corridor to boost its gas exports.

The Russia-Ukraine war has caused a global energy cri-
sis while this conflict has proved to be a double edge weapon
for the entire world which not only depleted the global oil
reserves but also made the purchase of essential energy
products an unaffordable luxury for the nations in most parts
of the world. Historically, Europe, an ever-energy-deficient
region had been fulfilling half of the energy needs through
Russian oil and gas over the past several decades. Moscow
not only earned lucrative profits from oil and gas export to
Europe but also had been using this leverage for political and
strategic gains at the regional and international levels long
before the first shot was fired in Ukraine.

Interestingly, Russia and European allies had used energy
and economic sanctions as weapons against each other dur-
ing the ongoing conflict and both sides equally faced dam-
age and hurt the adversary through the implementation of
reciprocal measures. Accoridng to experts, the weaponiza-
tion of energy and retialaroty measures now have crossed
the boundaries of Russia and Europe and expanded to other
nations as the United States and G7 allies have charted a plan
to put a price cap on oil and gas to reduce the provision of
finances to Russian war machine against Ukraine. The
United States has approached OPEC Plus nations including
Saudi Arabia to increase oil production to overcome global
price hikes but the global cartel acted otherwise and slashed
its production by 6-8 percent for the next quarter.

After grasping tremendous economic and political bene-
fits from Europe over the past decades, Russia has now
turned Eastward by establishing an energy hub in Turkey
along with a renewed push for great energy trade with
China, Tiirkiye, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, and Uzbekistan as
potential consumers of the Russian pipeline gas. Besides
providing Russian gas to European nations through the
Russo-Turk energy corridor, Moscow also intends to export
Russian gas to Pakistan and Afghanistan either through
Central Asian infrastructure or from the territory of Iran on a
swap basis for each other customers in adjacent regions.

In fact, the Ukrainian conflict expanded to multiple sec-
tors including global trade and economy, energy production
and bidding, banking system, and after all global diplomacy
and foreign relations among the nations. Developed nations
are battling serious repercussions of global price hikes
whereas the poor nations had reached the verge of collapse
and are compelled to join either bloc to satisfy their dire food
insecurity, energy, and economic needs. Presently, European
nations have learned a lesson from their energy insecurity
and struggling hard to end their dependence on Russian oil,
natural gas, and coal. If war is the continuation of diploma-
cy and energy weaponization is a tool for blackmailing then
economic sanctions are also a war-winning strategy in the
contemporary world. Realistically, the global powers always
bulldozed the Geneva convention and coined such battle
rules that fulfilled their agenda thus belligerents must not
indulge other nations in their dispute, so a peaceful equilib-
rium and coexistence prevail in the universe.

Pak Army’s
war on terror

Conference has expressed its resolve to fight

THE two-day 254th Corps Commanders’

against terrorists without any distinction to
eliminate the menace as per the aspirations of the
people of Pakistan. According to Pakistan's Army
media wing, the Corps Commander Conference held
a comprehensive review of all professional and orga-
nizational matters pertaining to the Pakistan Army,
the country's law and order situation, and the
geostrategic environment in the region and beyond.
The top brass of the Pakistan military expressed sat-
isfaction over the operational preparedness of the
armed forces, training activities, and ongoing
Counter Terrorism campaign in different parts of the

country.

Pakistan Army is the sole national institution that is a
highly organized and disciplined force with great tradi-
tions of professional excellence, operational readiness,
and patriotism throughout history. The entire nation is
extremely worried about the resurgence of the menace of
religious terrorism in the country, cross-border attacks,
and renewed ethnic insurgency in Balochistan. The
changed geostrategic paradigms and enemy-sponsored
terrorism are likely to shatter the peace and stability in the
region if they would not tackled by our state institutions

timely, with an iron hand.

The Pakistani nation will not compromise on its sover-
eignty and the hard-earned successes of our security
forces agaisnt the violent giant of extremism and terror-
ism will not be lost at any cost. The recent Corps

Commander Conference

has reiterated Pakistan

Military's resolve to defeat the evil of terrorism in the

country.
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The ‘interest in a peaceful settlement’

ANY assume that
if the U.S. were to
withdraw its

commitment to military
primacy in East Asia (as it
seems to be doing both
economically and politi-
cally) or to back off its
current support for
Taiwan’s indefinite sepa-
ration from the China
mainland, China would
dominate the region. But
this ignores the national-
ism of both northeast and
southeast Asian societies
as well as the natural
opposition of India to any
such outcome.

The historical three-b-
ody structure of East Asian
order seems to be reemerg-
ing, with a revitalized Japan
and Southeast Asian coali-
tion resuming their inde-
pendent interactions with
both each other and a reju-
venated China. In light of
this, the question for the
United States is not how to
hang onto its monopoly of
power on China’s periphery,
but how best to support the
countries of Northeast and
Southeast Asia in their
efforts to balance China
while accommodating it.
These efforts by them are
firmly grounded in contem-
porary realities.

Without explicit support
from the United States,
Japan (one of the world’s
largest economies and tech-
nology originators) is
reemerging as an Asian
politico-military ~ power.
North Korea has given up
on its earlier aspirations to
develop relations with the
United States to keep China
at bay and is perfecting a
transoceanic nuclear deter-
rent directed at America.
South Korea, with the sev-
enth-largest armed forces in
the world, is seriously con-
sidering supplementing its
U.S. nuclear umbrella with
its own nuclear weapons.

In Southeast Asia, a pro-
sperous, stable, and resolu-
tely strategic-minded Sin-
gapore provides exemplary
counsel to ASEAN on rela-
tionships with the world’s
great powers. Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Vietnam are
careful to maintain mutual-
ly agreeable relations with
China, but none needs U.S.

encouragement to resist
Chinese encroachments on
its economic interests and
claims of sovereignty in the
South China Sea. Thailand
is back to its historically
successful strategy of flexi-
ble balancing between pot-
ential foreign hegemons —
in this case China and the
United States. The Philippi-
nes is in search of an ac-
commodation with China
that reduces but does not
eliminate its dependence on
the United States. Camb-
odia and Laos have turned
to China to offset domina-
tion by either Thailand or
Vietnam.

Every country in East A-
sia would welcome a stable
order that relied on a US-b-
acked balance of power a-
mong the countries of the r-
egion rather than on bilater-
al confrontation between th-
e United States and China.

The basis for such a US-
supported regional order
now exists. A balance of
power does not — as many in
the United States appear to
believe — require the capa-
bility to annihilate a great
power rival, but only the
capacity to inhibit or check
undesirable actions by it. In
association with a less dom-
inant but still impressively
powerful United States, the
Indo-Pacific states are now
rich and strong enough to
provide the foundation for
an effective system of
regional political, econom-
ic, and military checks and
balances. Such a system
would prevent the replace-
ment of U.S. with Chinese
hegemony; avert challenges
to the national interests of
China, its neighbors, and
the United States; and pre-
serve peace and stability in
the region. But for such a
regional order to emerge,
the United States would
have to:

— Base its policies on
interests rather than ideolo-
gy- .
— Accept that its post-
World War II primacy in
Asia is no longer necessary
or affordable.

— Agree to participate in
regional economic group-
ings in which China has a
position of parity or leader-
ship (like the Asian

Chas Freeman

Infrastructure Development
Bank, the Japanese-spon-
sored successor to TPP, or
the RCEP).

— Insist that its regional
partners assume primary
responsibility for their own
strategic defense rather than
volunteering to provide this
regardless of what, if any-
thing, they contribute; and

— Focus on promoting
the development of U.S.
regional partners’ econom-
ic, political, and military
capabilities and connectivi-
ty rather than on preserving
American primacy.

A transition to a regional
balance of power in which
neither the United States
nor China is in command
but that both are committed
to sustain and help manage
would require intensive
consultations by both with
each other and with others
in the region. A shift to an
inclusive balance of power
arrangement for the Asia-
Pacific would not be politi-
cally easy for Washington,
Beijing, Tokyo, or other
regional capitals but, with
far-sighted and resolute
leadership in these capitals,
it could be realized.

In such an order,

— Both China and the
United States would accept
Japan’s return to a status as
a great politico-military as
well as economic power.
Such a Japan would have a
continuing special relation-
ship with the United States
but its own independent
defense relations with other
Indo-Pacific countries, like
Australia, India, Indonesia,
the Philippines, Thailand,
and Vietnam.

— The United States
would reaffirm the “interest
in a peaceful settlement” by
the parties to the Taiwan
issue themselves that it offi-
cially espoused in 1972 and
encourage negotiations
between Taipei and Beijing
to accomplish this goal.

— A peace treaty would
replace the armistice in
Korea and the United States
would recognize the DPRK
(repulsive as its political
system is), ending
Pyongyang’s fears of U.S.
attack to accomplish regime

change. The two states on
the Korean Peninsula would
be left to assert their geopo-
litically strategic independ-
ence, balance each other,
and resume the traditional
role of states on their shared
peninsula as independent
buffers between China and
Japan.

— All participants in the
Indo-Pacific balance would
accept the freedom of
ASEAN member states to
coalesce and cooperate as
necessary to temper and
counter great-power rivalry
in Southeast Asia, and to
draw on India and other out-
side powers, including Chi-
na, the EU, Japan, Russia,
and the United States, to
this end as required.

— All would acknowl-
edge the logic of ASEAN
member states, like
Cambodia and Laos, seek-
ing protection from the
ambitions of more powerful
neighbors with great pow-
ers both in the region and
outside it.

— The United States
would support the develop-
ment of regional associa-
tions and processes to sup-
port negotiated solutions to
territorial and resource
management disputes like
those in the South and East
China Seas, rather than take
sides in these disputes.

This agenda may sound
diplomatically challenging
— even utopian — and it cer-
tainly would not be easy to
achieve. But if the United
States does nothing, cur-
rently shifting balances of
power and increased hedg-
ing of the sort that the
regions’  countries  are
already engaged in will
likely produce a ragged fac-
simile of it. With or without
American encouragement,
Japan will sooner or later
reemerge as an independent
great power. Taiwan’s status
will one way or another be
resolved. Unless allayed,
the DPRK’s paranoia will
further increase the lethality
of its hostility to America.
ASEAN nations will make
their own accommodations
with China either in concert
with the United States or in
defiance of it. National

security ~ concerns by
regional states will drive
them to seek support for
their independence from
each other as well as exter-
nal powers. Territorial dis-
putes will fester until armed
conflict resolves them. But
wise statecraft can antici-
pate adverse trends and turn
them to the national advan-
tage.

There is no advantage to
leaving the future of the As-
ia-Pacific region to chance
or to the impact of adverse
trends. U.S. and allied cou-
ntries’ statecraft and diplo-
macy should instead shape
the regional order, backed
by political, economic, and
military capabilities whose
configurations reflect the
strategy the diplomacy is
designed to advance. The
object should be to dissuade
China from any effort to co-
ntrol or dictate the region’s
future and to reduce the
need for war to prevent this.
It is not in the U.S. interest
— nor is it in the interest of
the countries in the region,
including China — for peace
and prosperity to depend on
military confrontation and
the threat of armed conflict
between China and the
United States.

The Asia-Pacific region
needs an American and
Chinese-backed balance of
power that leverages the ris-
ing capabilities of the
region’s independent states
to counter any great power
effort — American or
Chinese — to coerce them.
Such a balance would
enable the United States and
China to offset each other’s
wealth and power at levels
of commitment that are
affordable in terms of both
blood and treasure. It would
provide affordable security
for American interests in
Asia. And it would benefit
China by averting the temp-
tation of neighboring states
to join the United States in
hostility to its rise, setting
aside some drivers of bilat-
eral confrontation with the
United States, re-enabling
the development of a mutu-
ally  beneficial  Sino-
American relationship, and
restoring credibility to the
prospect of a peaceful reso-
Iution of Taiwan’s political

status. For all in the region,
such a balance would pro-
vide both surer and more
affordable political, eco-
nomic, and military securi-
ty.
In his inaugural address
as president in January
1961, John F. Kennedy
electrified America and the
world with his declaration
that: “We shall pay any
price, bear any burden,
meet any hardship, support
any friend, oppose any foe
to assure the survival and
success of liberty.” That
remarkably combative spirit
led Americans and our
allies into the abyss of
Indochina and subsequent
‘forever wars.” Kennedy’s
call still resonates but it is
not a guide to a more peace-
ful and prosperous world.

The United States is
beset with debilitating prob-
lems at home that ideologi-
cal adventures abroad can-
not cure and will only exac-
erbate. These problems
must be addressed to ensure
that the U.S. remains both
prosperous and internation-
ally competitive. It is time
to recognize that, in the
Asia-Pacific, sound policy
must be rooted in the capa-
bilities and intentions of
nations there, not on
ruinous, inevitably futile
efforts to retain U.S. domi-
nance. The United States
cannot be more willing than
the countries of the region
to resist coercion or to coa-
lesce to assert and defend
common political, econom-
ic, and security interests.
But in America’s own inter-
ests, it should be willing to
help them do so.

It is time to replace
hubris with realism in U.S.
Asian policy and time to
temper military confronta-
tion with strategy, statecraft,
and diplomacy. It is also
time to replace paternalism
in U.S. relations with Asian
‘allies’ and friends with a
respectful regard for the
dilemmas they face and
with careful listening to
their ideas about how best
to sustain their independ-
ence and development as
the distribution of military,
economic, and political
power in their region con-
tinues to shift.

Pentagon calls Israel: A ‘leading strategic partner of US’

Paul R. Pillar

HE Biden adminis-
Ttration appears to

be moving the
United States into an ever-
closer de facto military
alliance with Israel, even
though the two countries
have never had a mutual
security treaty.

This development con-
tinues a trend that became
especially marked during
Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration, in the closing days
of which the Department of
Defense placed Israel in the
area of responsibility of
U.S. Central Command. the
unified command covering
the Middle East. The
Pentagon’s announcement
of that switch described
Israel as a “leading strategic
partner of the United
States.”

Sources in the Biden ad-
ministration told News-
week’s William Arkin that
the bureaucratic realignm-
ent of unified commands w-
as “the most profound ch-
ange” for the U.S. military
regarding relations with Isr-
ael since that state’s found-
ing. The expressed hope
was that this would eventu-
ally lead to a NATO-like
alliance in the Middle East
that would be directed agai-
nst Iran, Russia, and China.

Entering a military
alliance with any foreign
state is a major step that car-
ries major risks, especially
the risk of being dragged
into someone else’s war.
The step ought not to be
taken without careful con-
sideration that the alliance
is needed to fulfill a signifi-
cant security requirement
and that the benefits will
outweigh the costs and
risks.

There is no public indi-
cation that the drift into a
close military partnership
with Israel has been given

any such consideration.
This situation contrasts
with, for example, the

recent issue of admitting
Finland and Sweden to
NATO. Although admission
of the two northern
European countries enjoyed

|| broad support against the

backdrop of Russia’s war of
aggression in Ukraine, there
at least was some debate
and consideration of the
pros and cons of this expan-
sion of the Atlantic alliance,
including in Congress. One

looks in vain for compara-
ble debate about commit-
ments to Israel.

The conditions that
would justify making the
commitments that any secu-
rity alliance—either formal
or de facto—entails include
a genuine and significant
military threat from a hos-
tile power. It must be a
threat that the prospective
members of the alliance
cannot meet alone. And the
threat must be one that, if it
materialized and was not
met, the geopolitical out-
come would seriously harm
U.S. interests.

Extending a security
commitment to a would-be
ally should not be charity, to
borrow a formulation that
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky used
in his recent appeal to
Congress for continued
assistance. The alliance
should benefit the United
States and not just benefit
other parties to the arrange-
ment. Commitments should
be two-way, preferably with
other parties to the alliance
willing and able to assist the
United States in ways that,
absent those commitments,
they might not undertake.

Finally, although exter-
nal circumstances may
bring into alliance countries
with markedly different
domestic politics and soci-
eties, the conditions to justi-
fy an alliance are more like-
ly to be present when funda-
mental values are shared.
Common values make clear
the blow to U.S. interests if
a partner should succumb to
a foreign threat, and com-
mon values make the part-
ner more willing to assist
the United States.

NATO provides useful
comparisons and contrasts.
Expansion of the alliance in
the 1990s and some of its
use in out-of-area opera-
tions are highly question-
able, as is whether NATO
should have continued to
exist at all after the Cold
War. But when NATO was
established in 1949, the
conditions justifying such
an alliance did seem to be
present. These included a
major military threat in the
form of the Red Army occu-
pying Eastern Europe, the
inability of European
democracies—still working
their way out of the destruc-

tion of World War II—to
meet that threat alone, and
the obvious blow to U.S.
interests that a Soviet take-
over of Western Europe wo-
uld have meant. The two-
way nature of the commit-
ment was underscored whe-
n the sole invocation of the
critical Article 5 of the No-
rth Atlantic Treaty—in whi-
ch an attack on one member
is to be considered an attack
on all—was in response to
an attack on the United
States in September 2001.

Underlying all this were
the shared values of liberal
democracy. Later straying
from that sharing by Poland
and especially Hungary,
which have become sore
points in the European
Union and not just in
NATO, are exceptions that
highlight the rule.

The conditions involving
present-day Israel are much
different from any of this.
There is no hostile threat in
the Middle East remotely
comparable to the Red
Army in Europe in the
1940s. No hostile power is
capable of achieving hege-
mony over the region. Israel
itself is the pre-eminent mil-
itary power in the region,
thanks to its technologically
superior conventional
forces and its generally
assumed possession of the
only nuclear weapons in the
region. Israel does not need
a military alliance with the
United States to be secure
against foreign threats.

No conceivable scenario
would see a foreign power
crossing the Jordan River or
Mount Hermon to attack
Israel. Israel’s chief security
problem—and a major
drain on the resources and
attention of the Israel
Defense Forces—is of its
own making: the occupa-
tion of Palestinian territory
and the suppression of vio-
lent reactions of the subju-
gated indigenous popula-
tion that lives there. The
occupation and related sup-
pression are not in U.S.
interests. Instead, they are
contrary to U.S. interests,
by perpetuating a conflict
and source of instability and
by associating the United
States with an often lethal
denial of human rights—a
denial that exacerbates U.S.

security problems by fuel-
ing terrorism and anti-
Americanism in the region.

Common values do not
unite the United States and
Israel in the way that liberal
democratic values united
America with Western
Europe. Israel’s legal sys-
tem and sense of nation-
hood are based on favored
treatment of one ethnic/reli-
gious group and its institu-
tionalized supremacy over
other groups. Israel uses
democratic methods within
the favored group, but no
state that denies political
rights to millions of inhabi-
tants of land it rules, and
that Israel treats for other
purposes as an integral part
of its own territory, is a
democracy. The incoming
Israeli government—the m-
ost extreme yet—will wid-
en the values gap even fur-
ther, as Israel sinks ever de-
eper into racism and apart-
heid.

The lack of value to the
United States of Israel as a
military ally was under-
scored during Operation
Desert Storm, the campaign
to eject Iraq from Kuwait in
1991. The United States
pressed Israel not to join the
fight against the Iraqi
regime of Saddam Hussein,
despite that regime’s effort
to bring Israel into the fight
with missile attacks on
Israeli territory. Israeli
involvement would have
undercut the U.S. adminis-
tration’s effort to hold
together an Arab coalition
in opposition to Iraq.

Some commentators —
including the Pentagon in
its announcement about the
reshuffling of unified com-
mands —contend that the
upgrading of Israel’s rela-
tions with a few Arab states
(the so-called “Abraham
Accords”) makes closer
military cooperation with
Israel safer today than pre-
viously. But drawing in
Arab autocracies such as
the UAE and Bahrain,
which deviate even more
sharply from American val-
ues and are parties to local
rivalries that do not coin-
cide with U.S. interests,
only multiplies the chances
of the United States being
sucked into someone else’s
quarrels. Moreover, Israel’s

upgrading of relations with
a few autocratic regimes—
made possible only through
side-payments by the Tru-
mp administration—did not
remove the resonance that
the unresolved Palestinian
issue retains throughout the
Arab world and much of the
Muslim world beyond, and
that gives Israel negative
value as an ally. This reso-
nance was demonstrated by
the many expressions at the
recent World Cup tourna-
ment in Qatar of support for
Palestinians.

Other commentary has
for many years contended
that the United States gains
advantage from Israel’s
prowess in security matters
such as counterterrorism
and the development of mil-
itary technology. But the
relevant question is how
much more, if anything,
Israel would do in these
areas, with some collateral
benefit to the United States,
than it would be doing any-
way even without the volu-
minous financial and diplo-
matic support it receives or
the kind of military alliance
to which the United States
is gravitating. Israel has its
own strong reasons, even
without such U.S. favors, to
sell its military technology
and to cooperate on coun-
terterrorism.

When the narrow Israeli
objectives involved in its
military activity collide
with U.S. interests, it is U.S.
interests that have suf-
fered—despite the U.S.
financial and diplomatic
favors bestowed on Israel.
This has ranged from the
killing of an individual U.S.
citizen to a larger-scale
attack on a U.S. ship and its
crew in time of war.

The risks of a closer mil-
itary relationship with Israel
center on Israel’s tendency
to get involved in deadly
scrapes. Israel is the Middle
Eastern state that has
thrown its military weight
around, with multiple
attacks on the territories of
other nations, more than
any other state in the region.
Israel has repeatedly initiat-
ed wars, including the big
one in 1967, which began
with an Israeli attack on
Egypt. Later came repeated
Israeli invasions of
Lebanon, multiple devastat-
ing military attacks on the

Palestinian-inhabited Gaza
Strip, an attack on an Iraqi
nuclear reactor (an attack
that revived and accelerated
a covert Iragi nuclear
weapons program), and a
later similar attack in Syria.

Currently, Israel contin-
ues a sustained aerial cam-
paign against targets in
Syria, which has been going
on for years and has includ-
ed scores of raids. So far,
the firing in anger between
Israel and Syria has been
almost all in that one direc-
tion, but the chance of esca-
lation involving either Syria
or its Iranian or Russian
allies is significant.

Today, the chances of
Israel instigating a new war
involving Iran are substan-
tial.

Threatening  military
attack on Iran has been a
leitmotif of Israeli leaders,
part of a strategy of stoking
maximum hostility toward
Iran as a way of serving
other Israeli objectives.
When Benjamin Netanyahu
earlier led the Israeli gov-
ernment, avoiding an Israeli
attack on Iran was one of
the motivations for Barack
Obama’s administration to
use intense diplomacy to
block all possible paths to
an Iranian nuclear weapon.

With Netanyahu now
back in power at the head of
his radical coalition, and
with Iran having expanded
its nuclear program in
response to Donald Trump’s
foolish abandonment of the
agreement that had severely
restricted that program, the
danger of Israel instigating
a war with Iran is as great as
ever. For Netanyahu, the
preferred scenario would
have the United States,
rather than Israel, assume
the main burdens and costs
of such a war. Especially
given Israel’s long record of
covert operations against
Iran, the ability of Netan-
yahu’s government to mani-
pulate events and bring ab-
out such a scenario is sub-
stantial.

In sum, a military alli-
ance with Israel brings little
or no benefit to the United
States but entails major
costs and risks, especially
the risk of being dragged
into a war waged not
because of U.S. interests
but because of the objec-
tives of a foreign regime.

HE Russian-

I Chinese naval exer-
cises in the East
China Sea have become a
symbolic end to 2022 for
the relationship between
the two countries,
although Putin and Xi
Jinping may still have a

telephone conversation
right before its finale. The
outgoing year was one of
the most i-mportant for
the relations between the
two great powers: because
it tested them both for
their stren-gth and for
their strategic nature.

The ‘Chinese threat to Taiwan’

They passed the test: the

other day, Ch-inese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
said that relations

between the two countries
are solid, like a monolith,
and are not subject to
interference and provoca-
tions, '"they are not afraid

of major cha-nges in the
situation." A-nd a week
ago, while rec-eiving
Dmitry Medvedev in
Beijing, Xi Jinping said
that "China is ready to
move closer to Russia in
order <...> to jointly pro-
mote the development of

Petr Akopov

global governance in a
more just and reasonable
direction." Simply put:
This year, there were only
two face-to-face meetings
between Putin and Xi —
very few for pre-pand-emic

Russian-Chinese relations —
but still, the Feb-ruary meet-
ing in Beijing w-as the first
face-to-face talks since the
end of 2019. It was there that
a joint declaration on interna-
tional relations entering a

new era was adopted - a kind
of manifesto for a new world
order, which emphasized that
"friendship between the two
states has no borders, there
are no forbidden zones in
cooperation." However, thr-
ee weeks later, a special mil-
itary operation began in

Ukraine - and the conflict
between Russia and the W-
est reached a new - the most
severe - level, only one step
inferior to a direct military
clash. How did China be-
have in this situation?

(Continued on Page 7) ‘
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Arms control between US and Russia is on life support

ROM the earliest
days of his adminis-

tration, President
Biden has sought to draw
a sharp distinction

between his approach and
that of his predecessor,
Donald Trump.

He pledged to put diplo-
macy first, repair alliances
frayed by Trump’s bombas-
tic rhetoric, and rejoin sev-
eral key international agre-
ements, including the Paris
climate accords. He quickly
renewed U.S. participation
in the New START Treaty
and pledged to rejoin the
Iran nuclear deal, formally
known as the Comprehen-
sive Program of Action, or
JCPOA. He spoke of pursu-
ing a “foreign policy for the
middle class” that would
elevate domestic concerns
as a foundation of U.S.
global strength.

With respect to the Mi-
ddle East, the president us-
ed his first foreign policy s-
peech to unveil a plan to w-
ork towards an end to the
brutal war in Yemen, incl-
uding a promise to “end su-
pport for offensive operati-
ons [by Saudi Arabia and t-
he United Arab Emirates],
including relevant arms
sales.”

Nothing could seem fur-
ther from the transactional,
“America First” approach
pursued by Donald Trump.
But two years into the adm-
inistration, the reality of

Biden policy has proven to
be more complicated than
its early rhetoric suggested.

One of the signal accom-
plishments of the adminis-
tration to date was sticking
to its deadline for with-
drawing U.S. troops from
Afghanistan despite oppo-
sition in the D.C. and
media establishments. But
the Afghan withdrawal did
not presage an end to the
forever wars or the global
war on terror. Indeed,
Biden underscored his con-
tinuing commitment to a
global war on terror in his
speech marking the pullout
from Afghanistan:

“Today, the terrorist
threat has metastasized
beyond Afghanistan. So,
we are repositioning our
resources and adapting our
counterterrorism posture to
meet the threats where they
are now significantly high-
er: in South Asia, the
Middle East, and Africa.”

Meanwhile, the adminis-
tration appears to have
failed to redeem its pledge
to rejoin the JCPOA, in part
due to a lack of urgency and
flexibility in pursuing an
agreement. In a December
4 speech, Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken implied
that the administration was
still committed to the deal,
while at the same time
making a veiled threat to
use force if Iran seeks a
nuclear weapon:

“We continue to believe
that diplomacy is the best
way to prevent Iran from
obtaining a nuclear
weapon. But should the
Iranian regime reject that
path, its leaders should
make no mistake that all
options are on the table to
ensure that Iran does not
obtain a nuclear weapon.”

Blinken’s statement was
contradicted by a
November 4 statement by
President Biden himself. A
video of a political rally,
which was only made wide-
ly available in late Dec-
ember, shows Biden resp-
onding to a question about
the Iran deal by saying,
“It’s dead, but we’re not go-
ing to announce it.”” When
asked about the video,
National Security Council
spokesperson John Kirby
said “there is no progress
happening with respect to
the Iran deal now. We don’t
anticipate any progress,
anytime in the near future.
That’s just not our focus.”

It’s not unusual for pres-
idential plans to be derailed
by unexpected crises. In
Biden’s case, that crisis is
the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. He deserves credit
for rallying NATO allies to
provide ample support for
Ukraine’s defense. If the
latest aid package is
approved, total U.S. mili-
tary aid to Ukraine and U.S.
NATO allies will reach $50
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billion. Yet to be deter-
mined is whether the Biden
administration will develop
a full-fledged diplomatic
strategy for trying to keep
the Ukraine war from
grinding on for years or
escalating  dramatically
from its current levels.
While a diplomatic solution
is not in the cards at the
moment, it’s not too early
to prepare the ground for a
possible settlement.

On its pledges with
regard to Saudi Arabia,
administration policy has
been disappointing. After a
review of U.S. security pol-
icy towards the Gulf states
that included pausing
weapons transfers, the
administration has gone on
to offer $4 billion in arms to
the Saudi regime.

Furthermore, Biden’s
trip to Saudi Arabia last
summer, hat in hand, failed
to persuade Riyadh to
increase oil output in hopes
of lowering gas prices in
the U.S. Instead, the Saudi
leadership  collaborated
with Russia to keep prices
high, even as it continues to
buy oil from Moscow. This
move so angered key play-
ers in Congress that mem-
bers ranging from Senate
Foreign Relations
Committee chair Robert
Menendez (D-NJ) to Rep.
Ro Khanna (D-Calif) called

for a suspension of some or
all weapons supplies to
Saudi Arabia until such
time as it shifts policy on
oil output and relations wi-
th Russia. The Biden adm-
inistration has said there
will be “consequences” for
Saudi actions, but so far
there have been none.
Meanwhile, the adminis-
tration lobbied against
recent efforts to pass a War
Powers Resolution on
Yemen in the Senate, which
advocates say would have
cut off U.S. arms and mili-
tary support to Saudi
Arabia as a way to prevent
it from restarting attacks on
Yemen, as well as to per-
suade it to negotiate in
good faith for an agreement
to end the war. The pri-
mary sponsor of the resolu-
tion, Sen. Bernie Sanders
(I-VT) pulled it at the last
minute under an agreement
with the administration to
come up with language that
both sides could live with.
On the budgetary front,
the administration has been
as or more aggressive than
Trump in pushing for funds
for the Pentagon, rein-
forced by hawks in
Congress who have moved
to provide even more fund-
ing than the administration
requested. Spending on the
Pentagon and related items
like nuclear warhead work

at the Department of
Energy is likely to hit $858
billion next year. That’s $80
billion more than FY 2022
levels. The increase alone is
greater than the entire mili-
tary budget of every nation
in the world but China.

On relations with China,
the administration appears
to be veering off course.
Despite some rhetoric
about the need to cooperate
with China, especially on
existential issues like cli-
mate change, the Biden
administration has taken a
hard line against Beijing,
muddying the waters about
whether it would send U.S.
troops to Taiwan in the
event of a Chinese invasion
and undermining the “one
China” policy that has kept
the peace between the two
rival powers for over four
decades.

Last but not least, the
administration has doubled
down on the Pentagon’s
three-decades-long plan to
invest up to $2 trillion in a
new generation of nuclear-
armed bombers, missiles,
and submarines, complete
with new warheads to go
with them. This is far more
than is needed for deter-
rence and is only likely to
contribute to a new nuclear
arms race.

Arms control between
the U.S. and Russia is on
life support. But even at the
height of the Cold War,

Washington and Moscow
maintained communica-
tions  regarding  their
respective nuclear arsenals.
The Cold War period was
marked by the conclusion
of major arms control
treaties including the partial
test ban, the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT),
the Conventional Forces in
Europe Treaty (CFE) and
the Intermediate Nuclear
Forces in Europe Treaty
(INF). To its credit, the
Biden administration has
not given up on the
prospect of new arms con-
trol agreements, as noted in
its recent Nuclear Posture
Review: “Consistent with
our commitment to put
diplomacy first, the United
States will pursue new arms
control arrangements that
address the full range of
nuclear threats and advance
our global non-proliferation
interests.”

This may be easier said
than done, but the fact that
the Biden administration
remains committed to arms
control in the current global
security environment offers
a sign of hope.

In the larger picture,
however, the Biden com-
mitment to lead the charge
of democracies over autoc-
racies is a flawed concept.
Among other things, not all
autocracies are created
equal — witness continuing
U.S. arms supplies to Saudi

Arabia and Egypt. The
administration would be
better served by striving to
preserve and strengthen
democracy at home in a bid
to persuade others that it is
a better system of govern-
ment. The $37 billion-per-
year investment in address-
ing climate change con-
tained in the Inflation
Reduction Act that passed
earlier this year is one step
in the right direction, as is
the administration’s infra-
structure plan.

It’s hard to definitively
assess an administration
after just two years in
office. And it’s not too late
to change course. If it were
to live up to its own early
rhetoric, the Biden admin-
istration could sow the
seeds of a more effective
foreign policy that truly
puts diplomacy first and
enhances democracy and
economic equality at home.
Instead, it has squandered
too many resources and too
much attention on military
solutions to complex secu-
rity problems, crowding out
its better instincts in the
process.  Hopefully, this
will change over the next
two years, and diplomacy
and economic engagement
will be elevated above mil-
itarized approaches to for-
eign policy. It will be up to
a better informed and more
engaged public to help
make that happen.

N the surface, the
decline of classical
liberalism contin-

ued worldwide in 2022.
The adverse political cur-
rent was so strong and
deep that it affected soci-
eties both democratic and
totalitarian and stretched
from Europe to Latin
America to Asia, not
excepting the United
States. The global push
against classical liberal-
ism ranged broadly
against key elements of
the  philosophy—from
free trade to individual
responsibility to limited
government.

But as powerful as these
forces were, by end of the
year a few green shoots for
liberty appeared—surpris-
ing demonstrations against
state power in some of the
world’s most authoritarian
nations and signs of suc-
cessful opposition to the
increasing power of the
state in more democratic
ones. These signs of hope
underscore some enduring
sources for classical liberal-
ism’s power. Classical lib-
eralism draws on a deep
desire for liberty and the
economic prosperity that
liberty’s exercise brings. It
is aided by a natural force
that springs up through the
concrete of even the most
regimented societies and
sprouts even more abun-
dantly at unexpected times

in societies with more
porous democratic soil. In
some nations, like the
United States, it is also pro-
tected by strong classical
liberal traditions, including
law that supports such key
premises as the separation
of powers and individual
rather than group rights.

The United States

One can get a quick
snapshot of the weight of
the state by looking at gov-
ernment spending and gov-
ernment debt. Both have
gone up dramatically in the
United States since 2010
with spending up as a per-
centage of GDP by almost a
third and debt by almost
half. Some of that was
caused by spending directly
on the pandemic but by no
means all of it. Some of the
ostensibly “pandemic”
spending in bills was actu-
ally directed to interest
groups like government
employees or to bailing out
union pension funds. In any
event, the additional debt is
now a drag on economic
growth and must be paid
back either through higher
taxes or through inflating
the currency.

Happily, the Biden
administration failed to get
all the spending that it
wanted through even a
Democratic Congress. The
divided Congress that
resulted from the 2022
midterms assures that there

The authoritarian nations

will be no legislative
spending sprees next year.
But perhaps the most trou-
bling domestic decision of
the year bypassed Congress
altogether to spend hun-
dreds of billions of dollars
by forgiving student debt
by executive order.

As a matter of policy,
blanket student loan for-
giveness has nothing to be
said for it. It is regressive,
because the lifetime earn-
ings of those whose loans
will be forgiven are greater
than those of the average
taxpayer who will foot the
bill. Moreover, the decision
was carefully timed to ener-
gize the youth vote in the
midterms. It seems to have
helped the Democrats stave
off a more substantial
defeat: the young were their
strongest age  cohort.
Student debt relief exempli-
fies one of classical liberal-
ism’s worst nightmares: the
party in power uses govern-
ment largess to stay in
power.

Beyond spending, the
Biden administration con-
tinued to pursue identity
politics, supporting aid that
went only to certain farm-
ers defined by race and
using its regulatory authori-
ty to pursue various race-
conscious policies. Since
classical liberalism is
premised on individual
rather than group rights, the
administration’s ever-
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expanding push for race
consciousness and the iden-
tity politics that supports
such policies is even more
dangerous to the classically
liberal society than exces-
sive government spending.

But there has been better
news from the Supreme
Court. It took up a challenge
to the constitutionality of
the loan forgiveness plan,
likely vindicating the sepa-
ration of powers by restrict-
ing the executive branch’s
power to spend without
well-grounded  statutory
authority. From the oral
arguments on Harvard’s
admission program that dis-
criminates on the basis of
race, the Court also appears
ready to end such racial and
ethnic preferences, ideally
through reading Title VI to
mean what it says—that uni-
versities receiving federal
funds cannot discriminate
against any race or ethnic
group. These developments
underscore the power of our
classical liberal traditions
encoded both in past statutes
and the Constitution to
arrest the decline of classi-
cal liberalism long enough
to permit a contemporary
democratic counter-reac-
tion.

Other Democracies

Classical liberalism has
been in decline in Europe
as well. In Great Britain,
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Liz Truss was selected as
Prime Minister, largely on
the basis of a Thatcherite
platform of cutting taxes
and deregulating the econo-
my. But her shambolic
implementation of these
policies rattled the markets,
and she was deposed within
a month. She may well
have discredited classically
liberal economic policies in
Britain for a generation.

In France, Emmanuel
Macron, a faint-hearted
classical liberal working
within the unfavorable con-
text of the French dirigiste
state, lost his majority to
parties of the national right
and radical left. The
prospects for his domestic
economic reform program
look bleak. In Italy, the
right won the fall election
decisively, but the leader
hails from the nationalist
right descended from the
fascist party of Benito
Mussolini. Nevertheless,
her political program has
begun sensibly with efforts
at tax cutting and deregula-
tion. There are reasons she
is likely to continue on this
path. First, her coalition
contains more classically
liberal parties who might
otherwise defect, and she
must pursue market-friend-
ly policies to energize
growth and pay off Italy’s
enormous debts.

Both causes have larger
implications for classical
liberalism’s resilience.

First, fusionism is alm-
ost inevitable on the right:
there simply are not enough
classical liberals ever to be
a majority by themselves
but they can exert real
influence in right-of-center
political coalitions.

Second, economic reali-
ty bites at some point.
Unlike the left, the right is
dominated by voters, such
as small business owners,
who depend on a growing
economy. That means that
even the nationalist right is
likely to pursue more clas-
sically liberal economic
policies than their election
rhetoric often suggests.

Almost every nation in
Latin America was gov-
erned by the left at the start
of 2022 and Brazil, the
most populous nation in the
region, elected yet another
leftist as President, even
though he had been previ-
ously convicted of corrup-
tion. But again there were
signs of improvement in
Chile, the South American
nation traditionally most
favorable to classical liber-
alism. In a referendum, its
people  overwhelmingly
rejected a socialist constitu-
tion that its government
supported, sticking with a
classically liberal constitu-
tion instead. This victory
again reminds us that hav-

ing a sound constitution is
an anchor for society—one
that is hard to haul away
and destroy.
The
Nations
China, Russia, and Iran,
the most important authori-
tarian nations in the world,
all intensified control over
their people in 2022. Xi
Jinping has cast off the
Communist Party’s consen-
sus constraints and
assumed almost dictatorial
power. Vladimir Putin start-
ed a war against neighbor-
ing Ukraine and crushed all
dissent. Iran under Sup-
reme Leader Ali Khamenei
has abandoned any pretense
of democracy by disquali-
fying all moderate candi-
dates and appears ever clos-
er to acquiring nuclear w-
eapons. On the surface, this
new axis of evil seems mo-
re of a threat to liberty than
ever before, both to the cit-
izens of their own nations
and to the world outside.
But each of these
regimes in the last few
months has experienced
serious setbacks. China has
witnessed the most serious
demonstrations in decades
against its zero-covid poli-
cy. Iran seems to be enter-
ing a pre-revolutionary
period: the morals police
enforcement of a dress code
has led to violent demon-
strations and nationwide
strikes. Putin’s war has
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proved a striking mistake,
requiring him to resort to a
very unpopular draft to try
to reverse battlefield losses.
All these leaders seem less
secure than when the year
started.

The events show some
of the inherent weaknesses
of despotic regimes in the
modern  world.  Such
regimes are prone to grand
miscalculations  because
their leaders become isolat-
ed and lack the feedback
loops provided by civil
society—a hallmark of the
classical liberal regime.
Like despots throughout
time, they nevertheless can
succeed in keeping power
by dividing the potential
opposition. But in each of
these cases, a fundamental
miscalculation has united
society against them, bec-
ause it affects an encom-
passing interest—the liber-
ty of movement in the case
of China, the dignity of
women in the case of Iran,
and the ability to live in
peace in the case of Russia.

These failures show that
the impulse for freedom
can threaten the authoritari-
an state. Similarly, develop-
ments in the United States
and elsewhere suggest that
the decentralizing power of
the market and civil society
within democratic states
can make a comeback
against the centralism of
expanding government.

ne hundred twen-
ty-seven members
of the World Trade

Organization (WTO)
protested to the United
States, and this is per-
ceived by literally every-
one as an action organized
by China.

True, the action is far
from the first. And exactly
the 61st - with a changing
composition of the protest-
ers (there were fewer of
them before). Perseverance
is a national Chinese trait,
and in the WTO they show
it to the world in all its
glory. The story here is this:
we reported earlier this
month that in early
December, the WTO
Dispute Settlement Body
ruled (after four years of
torment) in favor of China
in a 2018 case involving
U.S. duties on U.S. steel
imports. After that, Beijing,
inspired by the victory, filed
exactly the same lawsuit
already about the same
American bans on almost

any cooperation with China
in terms of semiconductors.
Although it is known that
the United States is not
going to implement these
WTO recommendations,
water wears away the stone.

Today the attack goes in
a slightly different direc-
tion. The fact is that the
Dispute Resolution Body is
one thing, but the WTO also
has a Supreme Appeal
Body, whose members are
called judges, and, in fact,
they are recruited from pro-
fessional judges. And here
the problem is that this part
of the WTO has been in
deep paralysis for many
years, because the United
States has blocked the
mechanism for appointing
these same judges there.
And now, once again, most
of the world's economies
have condemned America
for this. And she, accord-
ingly, once again ignored it.

Let's look at one of the
episodes of that struggle.
Year 2018, India, the

WTO protests to US
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European Union, China and
others opposed the United
States. That, it seems, was
protest number two out of
61. The fact is that America
then (as it is now) blocked
the process of selecting
judges, at that time there
were three of seven of those
left, of which two resigned
a month later. The protest-
ers proposed to lengthen the
term of service of judges, to
make their work permanent,
not combined, and, most
importantly, to leave them
in office until a replacement
is found. The United States,
we repeat, blocked all this
and, it seems, are now doing
about the same thing. That
is, America does not need
the WTO as an organization
where there are mecha-
nisms that challenge its
decisions.

And here the most inter-
esting thing is that everyone
else - and today - needs
such a mechanism, includ-
ing those who are consid-
ered an ally of the United

States. The current action of
China in the British The
Guardian is described as
follows: there are two sig-
natures side by side -
Australia and China. And in
2018, Norway, Canada,
Switzerland, the same
Australia also protested.

But now, we repeat, 127
states have come out
against the United States -
and this is the very majority
that refuses to join the anti-
Russian sanctions. And not
necessarily from moral-
allied-political, but more
often from purely economic
considerations.

Here we must take into
account that, according to
this majority, now is simply
not the time to use trade
restrictions (that is, sanc-
tions) against anyone. Who
is bad from the sanctions
against Russia, we already
see. And from January, new
sanctions against China
should come into force - in

terms of semiconductors
and a variety of other
goods. And this at a time
when dozens of countries
around the world foresee
some completely unpre-
dictable economic horrors.
The assessment of the
same WTO: if world trade
grows at all in 2023, then by
a maximum of one percent,
although earlier it was
expected to grow by 3.4 per-
cent. And this is after the
covid reset, which in its con-
sequences turned out to be
worse than the world war.
Miracles are now simply
expected from  China
(because there is no one else)
- a sharp revival of trade after
the end of the "zero covid"
policy and, accordingly, a
frenzied activation of pro-
duction there and the conclu-
sion of many trade deals. But
miracles also depend on how
skillfully Beijing will resist.
It is clear that he will do this
not only in the WTO, which

has been turned into a nonen-
tity by America.

Note that the essence of
the whole plot is the app-
roach of the moment when
unilateral (that is, bypassing
the UN ) economic sanc-
tions, and in fact trade
restrictions will become a
thing of the past. Beijing is
showing that such a
moment is not entirely over
the horizon. More precisely,
slowly brings him closer
with his perseverance.

But US resistance is also
not weak. Here is an
episode of this struggle:
there is such an American
author - Victor Cha (an eth-
nic Chinese with hatred for
the homeland of his ances-
tors). He, in addition to
being busy with journalism,
is actively working in a
uniquely harmful semi-state
organization - the "National
Endowment for Democr-
acy". And the other day, this
Cha appeared simultane-
ously in several publica-
tions with his well-known

ideas on how to prevent
China from influencing an-
ything in the world through
compatriots and with the
help of its weight in world
trade. The most valuable
thing in this publication is
the thought brought to crys-
tal clearness: China wants
to make governments and
businesses around the world
respect its interests.

What is this, an accusa-
tion? Yes, because China,
Cha says, is the enemy of
democracy. And the coun-
tries of the collective West
should therefore not engage
in nonsense, but unite
against the threat, since this
giant cannot be stopped one
by one. And now the main
thing: during the years of
the Cold War, Washington
more than once abandoned
liberal practices in order to
protect the liberal world
order. And now the West
may need "compromises"
on free trade principles if it
wants to stop Beijing from
corrupting globalization.

That is, these principles
must be completely discard-
ed, and not only in trade,
because there is no other
way out.

Actually, this is the exact
definition of what is hap-
pening. The principles of
that same liberal world
order do not work, because
the West is losing because
of them. And he began to
ignore them for a long time
- after which a deadlock
arose for those who started
the current world war back
in 2018 (although the Crim-
ean "warm-up" of 2014 was
earlier). At first, the war
was going on precisely in
world trade (with powerful
information support), start-
ing with all sorts of restric-
tions against China. The
question is what will hap-
pen now. America has not
yet learned to retreat, but it
is also unpleasant for it to
receive protests and, in
addition, slide into an eco-
nomic dead end and drag
allies there.

(Continued from Page 6)

In words, Beijing took a
position above the clash be-
tween Russia and Ukraine,
but in the conflict between
Russia and the West, in fact,
supported Russia. In resp-
onse to calls to join anti-
Russian sanctions or at least
put pressure on Moscow.
China constantly reminded
the West of the need to take
into account Russia's con-
cern for its security, that is,
it said that the West itself
provoked Putin to use force.
The debate about whether
the conflict between Russia
and the West is beneficial to
Beijing has not stopped all
this time - both in the West
and in Russia. The strange
hopes of some Western ana-
lysts that China would take
an equidistant position did
not materialize, although
officially China is not going
to be subject to Western

anti-Russian sanctions - in
reality, there are plenty of
opportunities to circumvent
them. What Moscow and B-
eijing are successfully doi-
ng is not as fast and simple
as Russia would like, but
the process itself is impor-
tant here.

And the most important
thing here is not whether the
conflict between Russia and
the West is beneficial for
China: this is a question of
yesterday. Yes, it seemed to
some that it would be bene-
ficial for China to divert US
attention to the European
direction, but in fact every-
thing that is happening only
confirms the general trend:
the West has declared China
and Russia its main oppo-
nents, and a blow to one of
them is a blow to the other.
Formally, our countries are
not allies, but in the same
February statement by Putin
and Xi, it was said that our

relations are superior to the
military-political alliances
of the Cold War (a reference
to NATO, and to the Soviet-
Chinese pact), that is, we
are bound by common goals
and interests. China and
Russia are indeed too pow-
erful and independent pow-
ers to act in a tight bond, but
it is the commonality of bo-
th interests and challenges
and threats that brings us
closer than any signed mut-
ual assistance treaty. We re-
ally stand back to back, as
the Chinese leaders like to
point out, and this is no
coincidence, not only beca-
use we are neighbors. This
is also a conscious strategic
choice of the Russian and
Chinese leadership for
many decades to come.
This year, China had a
great opportunity to make
sure that even with a shift in
attention to Russia and
Europe, the United States is

ready for the most unex-
pected provocations, as was
the case with Speaker Pe-
losi's trip to Taiwan. The
United States had no point
in provoking Beijing in this
way - it would seem that
they should show restraint
and not comb the Taiwan
issue now. But in Washin-
gton did exactly the oppo-
site. First, they themselves
promoted the absolutely
false theme of the "Chinese
threat to Taiwan" - they say,
it grew up against the back-
drop of the Russian opera-
tion in Ukraine - and then
staged a demonstration of
support for "Pacific Ukr-
aine" with the help of Pel-
osi's visit. Much has been
said that in this way the Un-
ited States defiantly humili-
ated China, showing its
inability to do anything wi-
th Taiwan, but given that
China did not have any
plans to seize the island, in

The ‘Chinese threat to Taiwan’

reality, Beijing simply
received clear confirmation
of the American unwilling-
ness to give up hegemony
and hard pressure on the
Celestial Empire.

So no distraction to Rus-
sia changes anything in the
American strategy towards
China. Moreover, the States
themselves are beginning to
believe in their own propa-
ganda about the threat of
war on two fronts. And, acc-
ordingly, they are increas-
ing pressure on Beijing,
forcing it to respond more
actively against the United
States on the economic and
other fronts. In other words,
doing what China wanted to
avoid: it was in its interests
to gradually oust the US
from its position of hegem-
on. But the accelerated co-
urse of the global transfor-
mation left no chance for th-
is option: not even because
Russia launched a special

operation on February 24,
but because America in
response attempted a global
blockade of Russia.

And thus gave a signal f-
or the accelerated disman-
tling of the Western-centric
world financial and econo-
mic system: China simply
cannot now follow the tac-
tics of slow progress, no on-
e will give it much time.
The United States will pro-
voke China in every possi-
ble way - both militarily, sh-
aking the Taiwan issue, and
economically, expanding
sanctions. China needs to g-
o on the counteroffensive -
hence the negotiations on t-
he use of the yuan in oil tr-
ade with the Saudis, and the

attempt to convince Europe
to show independence in
maintaining ties with China.

China does not need a
weak Russia that has lost to
the West, just as Russia
does not need a weak, self-
contained China. Our coun-
tries had different tactics as
part of a common strategy
aimed at depriving the West
of hegemony in the world
financial and economic sys-
tem and at curtailing the
Atlantic model of globaliza-
tion. Now Russia will be
more focused on the mili-
tary component of the con-
frontation with the West,
but this does not mean that
it will cease to play an
important role on the finan-

cial and economic front,
where China is the main
work, or in infrastructure
projects, such as global and
interregional transport and
trade corridors. Both coun-
tries will increasingly coor-
dinate their actions, helping
and taking into account the
interests of the partner,
complementing each other.
Because when you stand
back to back, this does not
mean that you are only
responsible for your site, it
means that it is your priori-
ty. But the main thing is that
you are not afraid of a stab
in the back and you know
that you have common not
only opponents, but also
goals.

Important Notice

The Frontier Post will not be responsible for the comments in the articles
and letters. The Frontier Post requests the writers of articles and letters
to please make sure that they write their email addresses and mention
the names of the cities,
residences at the bottom of their articles and letters.

towns,

districts or tehsil

of their
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PSX witnesses bullish
trend, gains 467.93 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed a bullish trend on
Thursday, gaining 467.93
points, with a positive
change of 1.19 percent,
closing at 39,747.36 against
39,279.43 points on the
previous day.

A total of 227,788,151
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
258,454,294 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at Rs
7.037 billion against Rs
8.508 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 347 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 227 of
them recorded gains and
101  sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
19 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were Bank Al-
Falah with 52,190,634

shares at Rs 29.88 per

share, K-Electric with
20,118,500 shares at Rs
2.49 per share and
Cnergyico PK with

13,116,410 shares at Rs
3.63 per share.

Rafhan Maize witnessed
a maximum increase of Rs
592.65 per share price,
closing at Rs8494.65,
whereas the runner-up was
Nestle Pakistan with a Rs
366.24 rise in its per share
price to Rs5781.54.

Bhanero Tex witnessed a
maximum decrease of Rs
77.50 per share closing at
Rs 960.00, followed by
Premium Tex with a Rs
44.20 decline to close at Rs
557.05.

Rupee sheds 04 paisa
against dollar

The exchange rate of the
Pakistani rupee depreciated
by 04 paisa against the US
dollar in the interbank trad-
ing on Thursday and closed
at Rs 226.41 against the

previous day’s closing of
Rs 226.37.

According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of dollar in the
open market were recorded
at Rs 233.5 and Rs 235.5
respectively.

The price of the euro
was decreased by 07 paisa
and closed at Rs 240.58
against the previous day’s
closing of Rs 240.65,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP).

The Japanese Yen gained
one paisa to close at
Rs1.69, whereas an
increase of 29 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which was traded at Rs
272.50 as compared to its
last closing of Rs 272.21.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
Saudi Riyal increased by 01
paisa each to close at Rs
61.64 and Rs 60.22 respec-

tively.

Rs 200 per tola

The price of 24 karat per
tola gold witnessed a
decrease of Rs 200 on
Thursday and was sold at
Rs182,600 against its sale
at Rs182,800, the previous
day.

The price of 10 gram 24
karat also decreased by Rs

171 and was sold at Rs ||
against ||

156,550
Rs156,721; whereas that of
10 gram 22 karat went
down to Rs 143,504 against
its sale at Rs 143,661, All

Sindh Sarafa Jewellers

Association reported.

The price of per tola and
ten gram silver remained
constant at Rs 2,050 and Rs
1,757.54 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
increased by $04 and was
sold at $1,807 against its
sale at $1,803, the associa-
tion reported.

Tokyo
markets

end lower

TOKYO (AFP/APP):
Tokyo shares ended lower
on Thursday, after falls on
Wall Street, with investors
taking to the sidelines and
avoiding risk ahead of New
Year holidays.

The benchmark Nikkei
225 index fell 0.94 percent,
or 246.83 points, to end at
26,093.67, while the broad-
er Topix index dropped
0.72 percent, or 13.75
points, to 1,895.27. The
dollar fetched 133.62 yen,
against 134.39 yen on
Wednesday in New York.

Trade was thin on the
Japanese market, where
investors ‘“squared posi-
tions” to minimise risks
from “any surprise event
that might happen during
the four-day year-end holi-
day season”, Makoto
Sengoku, market analyst at
Tokai Tokyo Research
Institute, told AFP.

Globally, investors
remained leery of China’s
economic reopening, with
the United States and Italy
announcing  mandatory
Covid-19 testing for trav-
ellers from the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy.

Beijing’s sudden aban-
donment of tough measures
to contain the coronavirus
is “providing markets with
an inflation headache”, said
analyst Stephen Innes of
SPI Asset Management.

With “little to no visibil-
ity into the state of the
nation’s outbreak, health
officials in other countries
fear an upsurge in cases
tied to Chinese travellers,
who are now unshackled to
fly around the globe”,
Innes added.

Among major shares in
Tokyo, SoftBank Group
dropped 1.62 percent to
5,618 yen, Sony Group was
down 0.63 percent to
10,115 yen and Toyota lost
0.10 percent to 1,817 yen.

Uniqlo operator Fast
Retailing slid 2.97 percent
to 79,000 yen.

Asian stocks

down

HONG KONG (AFP/
APP): Asia-Pacific stocks
fell in early trade on Thu-
rsday as the Covid surge in
China cast a shadow over
markets across the region.

Investors had cheered
the easing of China’s strict
zero-Covid  controls  --
which had hammered the
world’s second-largest
economy -- but are now
worried about the impact of
the outbreak on global sup-
ply chains and inflation.

The United States, Japan
and Italy have imposed
restrictions on visitors from
China, and a senior US
official warned that the
surge increases the poten-
tial for new Covid variants
to emerge.

Hong Kong and Tokyo
were both down more than
one percent in early trade.
Sydney, Singapore,
Shanghai, Taipei and Seoul
were also in the red.

Volumes were thin in the
final trading week of the
year, with investors chew-
ing on the prospects of a
recession in 2023, and how
central banks -- especially
the US Federal Reserve --
are going to handle the
fight against rampaging
inflation.

The Fed and others have
repeatedly raised interest
rates to put the brakes on
soaring prices, but higher
borrowing costs also slow
down economic activity.

Country faces no threat
of default: Ahsan Igbal

ISLAMABAD (APP): Mi-
nister for Planning Develo-
pment & Special Initiat-
ives, Professor Ahsan Igbal
on Thursday dispelled the
rumors related to default
risks of the country and
called for adopting export
oriented policies for public
and private sector to accel-
erate export led growth.

The minister made these
remarks while chairing a
roundtable on ‘Conducive
Business  Environment’
organized by the Ministry
of Planning Commission
on Thursday. The round-
table was attended by the
representatives of relevant
ministries, chambers of
commerce and other rele-
vant stakeholders.

“A  specific political
party is propagating the
rumors about the country’s
default for the political
objectives; however,
Pakistan has come out of
economic crises successful-
ly after taking tough deci-

sions,” he said.

The minister said that
anyone who talks about the
default of the country is
Pakistan’s enemy and the
politics of those who
declare Pakistan as default
will default soon. To pro-
mote private sector invest-
ments, we need to create an
enabling and investor-
friendly environment in the
country while emphasizing
to increase exports to up to
100 billion dollars.

The problems faced by
the country will be solved
under the leadership of the
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif who has adopted the
path of stability while mov-
ing the country in the right
direction, he added.

Furthermore, he said that
China offers Pakistan a
‘potential export market’
which we must take advan-
tage of while emphasizing
the importance of local and
foreign investors in the
country which he believes

should be top priority.
“There are immense oppor-
tunities for exports in the
Chinese market but unfor-
tunately, Pakistan has only
3 billion dollars’ contribu-
tion in China’s 2250 billion
dollar exports which must
be increased, °° remarked
the Minister.

The Minister asked
country’ s chambers of
commerce to take special
measures in increasing
exports to China while reit-
erating that the Planning
Ministry is committed to
facilitate through one-win-
dow operation.

While referring to the
recent floods, the Minster
said that recent floods had
affected the country badly.
However, he said that
Pakistan has managed to
rescue the country during
this humanitarian crisis and
reiterated that flood-affect-
ed areas will be given a top
priority during the rehabili-
tation phase.

Shaukat Khanum Hospital, I.ahore

28 years of providing hope
to cancer patients celebrated

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Twenty-eight
years ago on December 29,
1994, Pakistan’s first dedi-
cated cancer hospital
opened in Lahore as a sym-
bol of hope for cancer
patients. Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Cancer Hospital
and Research  Centre
(SKMCH&RC), once con-
sidered a mere dream,
became a reality because of
the unprecedented support

of the Pakistani people. |

Yesterday, SKMCH&RC in
Lahore marked the comple-
tion of twenty-eight years
of serving humanity and the
Hospital in  Peshawar
marked its 7th anniversary.

On this occasion, Dr
Faisal Sultan, the Chief
Executive  Officer  of
SKMCH&RC said, “I want
to thank all the donors and
supporters who make it
possible for us to continue
to provide state-of-the-art
cancer treatment, free of
charge, to over 75 percent
of our patients. Shaukat
Khanum  Hospitals in
Lahore, in Peshawar, and

soon in Karachi, aim to
provide quality cancer
treatment  to  cancer
patients, irrespective of
their ability to pay.

These hospitals were
built and are able to treat
more patients each year
because of the unstinting
support of the Pakistani
people who generously
give their donations and
Zakat to this cause. This
unwavering support over
the years meant that we
were able to embark on the
construction of Pakistan’s

biggest cancer hospital in
Karachi.

The hospital will be
twice the size of our hospi-
tal in Lahore and will espe-
cially benefit the people of
Sindh and Balochistan.
The physical structure of
our third hospital is com-
plete and finishing work is
underway. I am confident
that with your ongoing
support, we will complete
the project on time and
will celebrate its inaugura-
tion in late-December,
2023”.

Stocks wobble as China’s
Covid surge spooks investors

LONDON  (AFP/APP):
Stocks sank in Asia and
wavered in Europe on
Thursday, with sentiment
clouded by China’s Covid
surge. The United States
has joined a growing num-
ber of countries in impos-
ing restrictions on visitors
from China after Beijing
announced it would remove
curbs on overseas travel as
Covid cases surge.

Investors had previously
cheered the easing of the
nation’s strict zero-Covid
controls -- which had ham-
mered the world’s second-
largest economy -- but are
now worried about the
impact of the outbreak on
global supply chains and
inflation.

Hong Kong stocks slid
0.8 percent and Tokyo lost
0.9 percent, while Sydney,
Singapore, Shanghai,
Taipei and Seoul also lan-

guished in the red.

Europe lapsed into nega-
tive territory at the open,
before diverging as the
morning progressed.

“The Covid spike (in
China) looks to be impact-
ing sentiment in markets,
especially with other coun-
tries now taking action due
to the scale of the surge,”
Craig Erlam, analyst at
trading platform OANDA,
told AFP. “There is a risk...
that the relaxation of curbs
will cause some disruption
and have knock-on effects
elsewhere.”

Yet volumes were thin in
the final trading week of
the year, with investors
chewing on the prospects of
a recession in 2023, and
how central banks -- espe-
cially the US Federal
Reserve -- are going to han-
dle the fight against ram-
paging inflation.

“More broadly, equity
markets are just drifting
into the New Year and will
continue to be choppy for
the rest of the week in what
I expect will be very thin
trade,” Erlam added.

The Fed and others have
repeatedly raised interest
rates to put the brakes on
soaring prices this year, but
higher borrowing costs also
slow down economic activ-
ity. Wall Street tanked
Wednesday, with the Dow
losing 1.1 percent and the
tech-rich Nasdaq sliding
1.4 percent, extinguishing
hope of a prolonged festive
rally.

World oil prices fell
sharply on Thursday, with
traders concerned that the
new China outbreak could
fuel a global resurgence of
the pandemic and ravage
energy demand once
again.
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Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Shi-
pping activities reported at
the Port on Wednesday wh-
ere six ships namely, Afri-
can Pheasant, Ncc Yanbu,
EM  Astoria, Clemen
Shulte, MSC Illinois and
Nave Andromeda sched-
uled to load/offload Cem-
ent, Soyabean oil, Cont-
ainers and Mogas, berthed
at Multi Purpose Terminal,
Qasim International Conta-
iners Terminal and FOTCO
Oil Terminal respectively.

Meanwhile three more
ships, Ice Energy, High Sea
and Gion Trader carrying
Furnace oil and Palm oil
also arrived at outer
anchorage of the port dur-
ing the last 24 hour.

A total of 08 ships were
engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of
them two ships, Clemen
Shulte and MSC Illinois
left the Port on Thursday
morning while two more
ships, Rigel and EM
Astoria are expected to sail
on today in the afternoon.

A Cargo volume of
121,873 tonnes, comprising
76,220 tonnes imports cargo
and 45,653 tonnes export
cargo, including container-
ized cargo carried in 4,598’
Containers (2,682 TEUs
Imports and 1,916 TEUs
export) was handled at the
port during last 24 hours.

There are 14 ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them, 03
ships, Dreggen, EM Astoria
and Express Rome & 04
more ships, MSC Iris, Al-
Gharaffa, Desert Harrier
and Star Suzanna carrying
Palm oil, Containers, LNG
and Coal are expected to
take berths at LCT, QICT,
EETL, PQEPT and PIBT
on Thursday.

Lifting of LC

restrictions

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Hailing the decision of
State Bank of Pakistan for
lifting  restrictions on
issuance of letters of credit,
Coordinator to Federal Tax
Ombudsman Meher Kashif
Younis on Thursday said
that it would greatly help in
improving economic
growth and accelerate the
economic activities across
the country.

According to a press
release issued here, he said
the economic activities
were slowed down due to
the non-issuance of letters
of credit by the commercial
banks that badly affected
industrial production,
adding that industrial and
agriculture sectors will
benefit from these relax-
ations.

The business community
is grateful to the Prime
Minister, and ministers for
finance and commerce for
exercising their sphere of
influence for meeting their
long-awaited genuine
demands for the restoration
of the letter of credit facili-
ty, he said adding that the
local economy was already
directly and indirectly
plagued due to Russia-
Ukraine conflict and flood
devastation.

UBG to continue
advocating just
cause of traders

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman United Business
Group in Federation of
Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
Shahzad Ali Malik on
Thursday said that UBG
firmly believes in the rule
of law, the supremacy of
the constitution, and the
promotion of democracy
and will continue to advo-
cate the just cause of
traders and businesses
community in the corri-
dors of power.

He sought the support of
executive committee mem-
bers to play their key role in
strengthening the federa-

tion by fully ensuring the
peaceful exit of the outgo-
ing body on December 31,
adding that the outgoing
body of FPCCI has con-
vened an annual general
meeting on December 30.
The outgoing President

of the Federation of
Pakistan ~ Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) convened the

annual general meeting of
the apex trade body on
Friday and copies of the
agenda have been circulat-
ed among all members, said
a press release.

The incumbent office
bearers including the presi-

dent, senior vice president,
and all vice presidents will
cease to hold their offices
automatically on January
01.2023 as their one-year
tenure stands expired on
December 31, he added.

Shahzad Ali Malik said
UBG has fully committed
to safeguarding the inter-
ests of the business com-
munity at all levels
throughout the country
which is the backbone of
the national economy and
urged the Directorate
General Trade Organization
to take measures for hold-
ing a fair free and impartial
election.

Medicinal products’
import decreased

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
import of medicinal prod-
ucts witnessed a decline of
70.20 percent during the
first five months of the
current fiscal year (2022-
23) as compared to the
corresponding period of
last year.

Pakistan imported
medicinal products worth
$632.828 million from
July-November (2022-23)
as compared to the imports
of $2123.489 million from
July- November (2021-22),
according to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

In terms of quantity,
however, medicinal imports
witnessed a surge of 27.53
percent, as the country
imported 16,999 metric

tons of medicinal products
during the months under
review as compared to the
imports of 13,330 metric
tons last year.

Meanwhile, on a year-
on-year basis, medicinal
products imports during
November 2022 decreased
by 77.48 percent, from
$688.876  million  in
November 2021 to
$155.130 million.

On a monthly basis,
medicinal products imports
during November 2022
however increased by
47.27 percent as compared
to the imports of $105.337
million in October 2022.

It is pertinent to mention
here that during the first
five months of the current

fiscal year, the merchandise
trade deficit witnessed a
decline of 30.14 percent
and was recorded at
$14,406 million this year
against the deficit of $
20,621 million last year.

According to PBS data,
the exports from July-
November 2022  were
recorded at $11,932 million
against the exports of
$12,362 million in July-
November (2021-22), show-
ing a decline of 3.48 percent.

On the other hand, the
imports of the country
decreased by 20.15 percent
during the period under
review by going down from
$ 32,983 million last year
to $ 26,338 million during
the current year.

Merchants decry 300%
tax on secondhand clothes

KARACHI (PPI): Al
Pakistan Second Hand ClI-
othes Merchant Association
on Thursday urged the gov-
ernment to withdraw the
decision to increase the val-
uation duty on their second-
hand clothes which is worn
by the poor people.

Second hand clothes
have also gone out of the
reach of the poor. Severe
winter is going on all over
the country, including
Karachi, and to prevent
from cold breezes, the poor
and middle class people
buy second hand warm
clothes, which is cheapest
in price and the only solu-
tion to warm themselves in
the winter season, but our
government has imposed a
300% tax (valuation duty)
on old warm clothes, said
association general secre-
tary Usman Farooqui while
addressing a press confer-
ence at Karachi Press Club.

After the press confer-
ence, more than five hun-
dred traders and second-
hand clothes vendors held a
protest demonstration and

chanted slogans outside
Karachi Press Club,
demanding justice.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Joint Secretary of the
Association Ameer
Mohammed said that this
month, as soon as winter
begins, one container of old
clothes will cost three times
more. The poor importers
who are already worried
about the rising value of the
dollar is now further bur-
dened by the taxes and
already subjected to several
taxes including sales tax in
addition to valuation duty,
which makes second hand
clothes more expensive.

Member of the
Association Abid Inam said
that access to cheap cloth-
ing will become the dream
of the people, who are
already crushed by infla-
tion. The government has
raised the valuation duty on
woolen second hand clothes
from 36 cents to one dollar,
making old warm clothes
300% more expensive.

Representative of Sher-
shah  Wholesale Seco-

ndhand Cloth Market, Wali
Khan and Ali Zain said that
winter had started in the
entire country and people
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Baluchistan were
extremely poor and totally
dependent on second hand
clothes, he said.

Zain added that as snow
had started, people needed
warm clothes, but the gov-
ernment had kept them
away from the people. He
revealed that three hundred
containers were stuck up at
the port and Director
General Valuation (Pak-
Customs) Irfan Marwat was
not giving them time for
hearing.

The total import of sec-
ond-hand clothes is one
hundred million dollars
across the country which is
ordered from Europe,
America and other coun-
tries. According to the
leaders, after the 300%
increase in duty, it caused a
lot of damage not only to
the national exchequer but
also to shipping companies
also.

Dollar falls

WASHINGTON/LONDON
(Reuters): The dollar slipped
on Thursday after rising in
the previous session, with
investors on edge at the end
of the year as initial opti-
mism over China’s reopen-
ing fizzled out.

After hitting a one-week
high against the yen on
Wednesday, which saw the
dollar touch 134.40, the
greenback hit a session low
against the yen on Thursday.

The dollar last fell 1.050%
versus the yen to 133.065.
The dollar also fell
against the Swiss franc to as
low as 0.9208, the lowest
level since March 31. It was
last down 0.57% at 0.923.
The euro edged higher, up
0.3% to $1.064 after falling
0.27% on Wednesday.
Investors are weighing
the impact of China’s rapid
loosening of its strict
COVID-19 rules with a

against yen

surge in new infections.
Following China’s
removal of its quarantine
rule for inbound travelers
from Jan. 8, the United
States, Japan, India and
other countries said they
would require COVID tests
for travelers from China.
“China is one of the keys
I think to 2023 and what
happens to the global econo-
my,” said Chris Gaffney,
president of world markets

at TIAA Bank.

“If they can bounce back
from the dramatic slow-
downs that we’ve seen, that
helps the overall growth on
the global scale, but on the
other hand, it could also lead
to higher energy demand
and more demand means
higher prices,” he said.

The offshore Chinese
yuan fell 0.23% versus the
greenback at $6.9788 per
dollar.
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Manchester City
beat Leeds United
LONDON (Agencies):

Manchester City beat
Leeds United 3-1 on

Wednesday in an
English Premier
League Week 17

match. The first half
seemed destined to end
goalless until
Manchester City mid-
fielder Rodri found the
net in the 46th minute
at Elland Road in
Leeds. The Citizens
picked up where they
left off in the second
half when Norwegian
star Erling Haaland
scored in the Slst
minute. Haaland netted
again in minute 64 to
score his 20th goal in
the league and give a
3-goal lead to his team.
Pascal Struijk brought
one back for Leeds
with his header in the
73rd  minute. The
Citizens raised their
points to 35 and kept
their chase of leaders
Arsenal, who has 40
points. Leeds United is
in the 15th spot in the
table with 15 points.

PAF T20 Cricket
Championships

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Air Force
(PAF) T20 Cricket
Championships
Trophy for the Blind
will commence here at
the PAF  Cricket
Ground in Sector E-9
on Friday. The four-
day event is being
organized by the
Islamabad Cricket
Club of the Blind in
collaboration with the
PAF, said a press
release on Thursday.
As many as four teams
including Peshawar,

Azad  Jammu &
Kashmir (AJK),
Gujranwala and

Islamabad are partici-
pating in the event. On
first day two matches
will be played. In the
first match AJK will
take on Gujranwala,
while in the second
match hosts Islamabad
will face Peshawar.

Messi gifts Dhoni’s
daughter jersey

LAHORE (INP):
Argentinian star foot-
baller Lionel Messi has
fulfilled his dream of
lifting the FIFA World
Cup trophy in 2022
after beating France in
the final on Dec 18.
Fans and followers of
the legendary foot-
baller want to get their
hands on his jersey,
however, only a few
have gotten it.
Recently, former
Indian cricket team
captain MS Dhoni
revealed that his
daughter has received
a signed jersey from
Messi. Ziva Singh
Dhoni, whose
Instagram account is
managed by her par-
ents, could be seen
wearing Argentina’s
shirt signed by Messi.
“Like father, like
daughter!" the picture
was captioned.

Rashid named
Twenty20 captain

KABUL (Agencies):
Rashid Khan will cap-
tain Afghanistan in
Twenty20 internation-
als after being named as
the replacement for
Mohammad Nabi by
the Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) on
Thursday. Nabi stepped
down as captain in
November, after
Afghanistan were elim-
inated from the T20
World Cup without
winning a match. This
will be Rashid’s second
stint as captain. The
spinner resigned imme-
diately after
Afghanistan’s  squad
was announced for the
2021 World Cup last
year, saying the selec-
tion committee had not
obtained his consent for
the team. “I have the
experience of leading
my country before,
there is a great bunch of
guys with whom I have
a good understanding
and feel pretty comfort-
able,” Rashid said. “We
will try to stick togeth-
er, will work hard to put
things on the right track
and bring pride and joy
to our country and
nation.” Rashid’s first
assignment as captain
will be a three-match
T20 series against the
United Arab Emirates
in February.

Pakistan in trouble
after Williamson hits
double century

KARACHI (AP): New Zealand
pushed Pakistan onto the backfoot
in the first test after Kane
Williamson hit a marathon unbeaten
double century on Thursday.

Williamson’s 200 not out in 10
hours earned New Zealand a mean-
ingful 174-run lead as the visitors
declared at a monumental 612-9 at
tea, with tailender Ish Sodhi scoring
a career-best 65.

New Zealand spinners Michael
Bracewell and Ish Sodhi made early
inroads in the final session to reduce
Pakistan to 77-2 at stumps. Pakistan
still trails by 97 runs on a wicket
which has some encouragement for
spinners from the bowlers’ footmarks.

“We know there’s a lot of hard
work to do,” Williamson said. “It’s
(the pitch) definitely deteriorated a
bit, there’s lot more rough (bowlers’
footmarks) as we saw towards the
backend of our innings ... lot of vari-
able bounce.” Imam-ul-Haq saw off
the session with an unbeaten 45 while
nightwatchman Nauman Ali survived
an umbrella of fielders around him in
the last over to go not out on 4.

Abdullah Shafique once again
threw away his wicket as he was
caught low down at short mid-on for
17 after attempting a needless drive
against offspinner Michael Bracewell.
Shafique had fallen cheaply in
Pakistan’s first innings score of 438
when he came down the wicket off
Ajaz Patel in only the fourth over of
the game and got stumped. Lefthander
Masood was out lbw for 10 after he
went onto the backfoot against

Sodhi’s sharp delivery.

Captain Tim Southee ended
Pakistan’s long frustrating time in the
field when he declared just after
Williamson lifted mystery spinner
Abrar Ahmed over extra cover for his
21st boundary and then raised his
fifth double hundred with a single
that also featured a six.

Abrar, who took 17 wickets in
two test matches against England
earlier this month, finished with 5-
205 but not before Williamson and
Sodhi had extended the lead with a
159-run seventh-wicket stand on a
slow turning wicket. “Technically,
Williamson is a very sound batter
and he took singles so easily on even
good balls,” Abrar said.

Williamson and Sodhi dug in for
well over 1 1/2 hours into the second
session after New Zealand resumed
on 440-2 before Pakistan claimed
three quick wickets through spinners.

“We wanted to bat longer and get a
few (runs) more on the board,”
Williamson said. “The contribution
from Ish Sodhi with the bat was real-
ly important we need some
patience going into tomorrow and try
to utilize the assistance off the surface
as well as we can.”

Both put on 79 runs in the first ses-
sion and batted with determination
even when Pakistan took the second
new ball. They stood firm against the
googlies and legspin of Abrar while
leftarm spinner Nauman (3-185)
couldn’t pose problem from the foot-
marks. Sodhi finally holed out soon
after crossing his previous test best of

63 — also against Pakistan in 2014 —
while Southee and Neil Wagner fol-
lowed without scoring.

Williamson was on 186 when last
man Ajaz Patel walked in but went
into the 190s with a straight six over
the head of Abrar before eventually
reaching his second double hundred
against Pakistan in a 395-ball knock.

It was Williamson’s first interna-
tional score of over 100 in almost two
years since he made 238 against
Pakistan at Christchurch in January
2021. Williamson fully capitalized on
two stumping chances early in his
innings and also twice successfully
overturned onfield lbw rulings against
him through television referrals as
Pakistan rued the missed opportunities.

Sodhi batted with a lot of patience
and hit three boundaries against
seamer Mir Hamza on the off side of
the wicket after Pakistan took the
third new ball. Hamza, also making a
comeback after playing his only pre-
vious test against Australia in 2018,
could have had his first wicket in the
penultimate over before the break but
Pakistan didn’t appeal as the TV
replays suggested he got a thin out-
side edge of Sodhi’s bat.

New Zealand’s lead was 24 when
Nauman came close to dismissing
Williamson on 116 in his second over
of the day. But Williamson quickly
went for a successful television refer-
ral against umpire Aleem Dar’s lbw
ruling after he missed a full-length
delivery down the legside and the TV
replays suggested the ball had pitched
outside the off stump.

Djokovic can't forget being deported
but ready to move on in Australia

ADELAIDE (Reuters):
Novak Djokovic will
never forget how it felt to
be deported from
Australia earlier this year
but the Serb said his will-
ingness to return for next
month s Grand Slam at
Melbourne Park shows the
depth of feeling he has for
the country.

Djokovic was deported
on the eve of the 2022
Australian Open in
January for not being vac-
cinated against COVID-19

things that stick with you,"

about playing here."

we can have a good time,"
Djokovic said.

"l m hoping everything
is going to be positive.
Obviously, it s not some-
thing that I can predict. |
11 do my best to play some
good tennis and bring
good emotions and good
feelings to the crowd."

Djokovic said his over-
all experience in Australia
had not been soured by
what happened in January.

"What happened 12
months ago was not easy to

and received a three-year
travel ban for the country.

However, the former
world number one s visa
ban was waived in
November, opening up a
path for Djokovic to tar-
get a 10th Australian
Open crown and giving
him a chance to tie Rafa
Nadal s mark of 22
Grand Slam titles.

"You can t forget those
events, it s one of those

said Djokovic in his first
news conference since
returning to Australia.

"It stays with you for
the rest of your life. It s
something 1 ve never
experienced before and
hopefully never again, but
it is a valuable life experi-
ence for me. "But I have
to move on and coming
back to Australia speaks
about how I feel about this
country and how I feel

Djokovic will warm up
for the Australian Open
by playing in the Adelaide
International starting on
Jan. 1 and he is hoping for
a warm reception from
local fans.

"It s a great place and
the people in Adelaide, and
generally in Australia, love
tennis, love sports and it s
a sporting nation so hope-
fully we re going to have a
lot of people watching and

digest for some time but at
the same time I had to
move on. Those circum-
stances will not replace
what I have lived in
Melbourne and in Australia
throughout my entire
career," Djokovic said.

"So I come with posi-
tive emotions and I really
look forward to playing
there. It s been my
favourite Grand Slam, the
results prove that."

Rizwan, Nida Dar among 1CC T201
cricketer of the year nominees

DUBAI (Monitoring
Desk): The International
Cricket Council (ICC) on
Thursday announced the
nominations for the ICC
T20I cricketer of the year
with Pakistan wicketkeep-
er-batter Mohammad
Rizwan and all-rounder
Nida Dar making the cut in
their respective sections.

In the men’s section, the
other three nominees are
India’s Suryakumar Yadav,
England’s Sam Surran and
Zimbabwe’s Sikander
Raza.

Rizwan was also
crowned the T20I cricketer
of the year by the ICC in
2021.

Among the leading run-
scorers in the 20-over for-
mat this year, Yadav is at
the top spot with 1,164 runs
followed by Rizwan (996
runs), Virat Kohli (781
runs) and Sikander Raza
(735 runs).

While Curran was nomi-
nated for his “remarkable
T20 World Cup” show this
year.

“His best showing came
in the final against Pakistan
in Melbourne, where he
conceded just 12 runs in his
fours overs while taking
three wickets,” the ICC
said, adding he was also
named the player of the
match.

Hailing Rizwan for his
consistency in the format,
the cricket body said the
Pakistani opener amassed
996 runs with nine catches
and three stumpings in 25
matches in the outgoing
year.

It said Rizwan also
smashed 10 half-centuries
in 2022 in T20Is, and fin-
ished with 175 runs in the
T20 World Cup, the joint-
most by a Pakistan batter.

“Averaging 45.27 in
T20Is in 2022, Rizwan
enhanced his reputation as
a high-quality anchor at the
top of Pakistan’s batting
line-up,” the statement said.

The ICC recounted that
Rizwan’s best performance
came in the home series
against England in the
build-up to the T20 World
Cup when he scored an
unbeaten 88 off just 51
balls as Pakistan scaled a
200-plus target without the
loss of a wicket.

Women’s nominees

Aside from Nida Dar,
the women nominees are
India’s Smriti Mandhana,
New Zealand’s Sophie
Devine and Australia’s
Tahlia McGrath.

Dar made 396 runs in 16
matches at an average of
56.57, and 15 wickets.

Dar is the first and the
only Pakistan bowler to
have claimed 100 T20I
wickets, and currently, the
second-highest  wicket-
taker in Women’s T20Is,
according to the ICC.

But she also impressed
with the bat. She struck
three fifty-plus scores this
year: an unbeaten fifty at
the Commonwealth Games,
similar exploits against
India at the Asia Cup, and a
well-made 61 at home
against Ireland in

November.

Dar was exceptional in
the Asia Cup in which she
amassed 145 runs in six
matches, at a superb aver-
age of 72.50, and also
claimed eight wickets at a
meagre 14.87 runs a piece.
For her all-around bril-
liance, she was also voted
as the ICC Women’s Player
of the Month for October.

Dar’s best performance
of the year in the shortest
format was in the Asia Cup,
against Pakistan’s arch-
rivals India. After a shaky
start, with Pakistan strug-
gling at 33/3 at the end of
the Powerplay, skipper
Bismah Maroof was joined
by Dar. Together they
stitched a crucial partner-
ship of 76 runs.

Even after Maroof’s
wicket, Dar kept the
momentum going with a
fiery knock. She smashed
56 not-out from just 37
balls with five fours and a
six, helping her side post
137/6.

With the ball, she gave
away 23 runs from her four
overs, and claimed two
important  wickets  of
Jemimah Rodrigues and
India skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur, as Pakistan cruised to
their first-ever win over
India in women’s T20Is in
six years. Dar was

adjudged player of the
match for her match-win-
ning contributions.

ICC nominates Babar
Azam for Men’s ODI
Player of the Year

DUBAI (INP): Pakistani
skipper Babar Azam has
been nominated for the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) ODI Player
of the Year award for the
second successive year.

Babar, who won the
prestigious award in 2021,
has been nominated this
year too following his sub-
lime record in ODIs with
Australia’s Adam Zampa,
Zimbabwe’s Sikander Raza
and West Indies’s Shai
Hope as the other three
nominees.

The top-ranked ODI bat-
ter, who has been ruling the
rankings chart since April
2021, accumulated 679
runs in nine matches.

Babar carried on his
astounding form in the 50-
over format and crossed the
fifty-plus score eight times
and converted three of
those into centuries. Babar
finished the year with a
stunning average of 84.87.

“The ICC Men’s ODI
Cricketer of the Year 2021
is in the running to do a
repeat in 2022. Pakistan
captain Babar Azam once
again showed his prowess
in the 50-over format,” said
ICC in a press release.

“It was a memorable
year for Babar as captain
of the Pakistan ODI team,
winning three series out of
three. Pakistan were
unstoppable in the ODI
format, losing just one
match (against Australia)
out of nine,” the statement
added.
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KARACHI: New Zealand's Kane Williamson celebrates after scoring 200

runs during the fourth day of first test cricket match.

Melbourne looks
into hosting
Pakistan, India
test

MELBOURNE (INP): The Melbourne Cricket Club
(MCC) is looking into the possibility of hosting a test
match between India and Pakistan, who have not played
each other in the longest format of the game since 2007
with bilateral cricket between the neighbors’ suspended.

Since India hosted Pakistan in a bilateral limited
overs series in 2013 the pair have only competed
against each other at 20- and 50-overs World Cups and
the Asia Cup. The last time they met was at the
Twenty20 World Cup in October, where more than
90,000 fans piled into the Melbourne Cricket Ground to
watch India win a last-ball thriller.

MCC Chief Executive Stuart Fox said the atmosphere
at that match showed there would be no problem filling
the venue for a test series between the two. “The atmos-
phere for that game, I’ve never felt anything like it,” Fox
told radio station SEN. “The noise after every ball was
phenomenal. Three (tests) in a row would be lovely at the
MCGQG, you’d fill it every time.

“We’ve taken that up with Cricket Australia. I know
the (Victoria) government has as well. It’s enormously
complicated from what I can understand, amongst a
really busy schedule. So I think that’s probably the
greater challenge.” Fox said he hoped Cricket
Australia would keep pushing the proposal with the
International Cricket Council, the sport’s global gov-
erning body. “When you do see some of the stadiums
around the world unoccupied, I think it would be much
better to have a full house and that atmosphere and cel-
ebrating the game with full houses,” added.

Australia crush
South Africa again
to seal series

¥
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MELBOURNE (Agencies): Australia thrashed South
Africa by an innings and 182 runs in the second Test to
win the series with a game to spare.

Resuming on 15-1, South Africa were bowled out for
204 before tea on the fourth day at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

Off-spinner Nathan Lyon claimed 3-58, including
Temba Bavuma for 65, while Khaya Zondo and Keshav
Maharaj were needlessly run out.

The final Test in Sydney starts on 3 January.

Australia, who won the first Test inside two days,
extended their lead over India at the top of the World Test
Championship table. South Africa, who began the series
in second, are now fourth.

Australia captain Pat Cummins described his side, who
have won seven of their 11 Tests in 2022, as "probably the
best test team ['ve played in".

"In terms of captaining, I don't feel like I have to do
much at all," he said. "Everyone looks after themselves.
You just kind of make sure the buses are on time, which
the team manager does.

"It's just in a really sweet spot at the moment. We can
just sit back and appreciate the place that we are in
because it's really special. We're having a hell of a lot of
fun as well doing it together with some of our best
mates."

South Africa captain Dean Elgar said: "That was bit of
a hammering. It is not easy at the moment.

"We're playing for the badge; we're playing for the
pride of our team. I'm sure there's a lot of guys hurting."

Australia's victory at the MCG was all but certain after
they posted a mammoth 575-8 declared - featuring 200
from David Warner and Alex Carey's 111 - in reply to
South Africa's 189.

Although the tourists avoided an eighth successive
total of less than 200, they never looked likely to take the
game into a fifth day.

Bavuma was the only batter to make more than 33 as
Scott Boland claimed 2-49 on his home ground and
Cummins, who removed Elgar on the third evening, con-
ceded only 20 runs from 16 overs and reviewed two deci-
sions that were overturned by the TV umpire.

Part-time leg-spinner Steve Smith sealed victory in the
Shane Warne Test by bowling Lungi Ngidi.

Pace bowler Mitchell Starc, who bowled 18 overs in
the second innings despite dislocating a finger on the
opening day, will miss the third Test.

All-rounder Cameron Green, who took 5-27 in the first
innings and broke a finger during his unbeaten 51, has
also been ruled out.

Yousaf
Khalil
advances to

semi-finals

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Yousaf Khalil moved to
the semi-finals of the 7th
Serena Hotels National
Ranking Tennis
Tournament after toppling
Muzammil Murtaza in the
quarter-final here at PTF-
SDA Tennis Complex on
Thursday.

Yousaf won the fixture
6-3,1-6,6-1.

In ladies singles quar-
ter-finals, Esha Jawad
edged passed Amna Ali
Qayum 6-4,6-0, while
Sarah Mahboob saw off
Kainat Ali 6-0,6-0 and
Meheq Khokhar out-
classed Amarah Khan 6-
1,6-1.

Fixtures in other cate-
gories were also held on
Thursday.

Following are the
results:- Boys Singles 18
& Under 2nd Round:
Rahim Veqar bt Amir
Mazari 6-2, 6-1; Asad
Zaman bt Ibrahim Saqib
6-0,6-4; Uzair Khan bt M.
Slar Khan 6-3, 5-7,6-3;
Mahatir Muhammad bt
Taimoor Ansari 6-0,6-
1;Sami Zeb Khan bt
Abdul Rafay 6-0,6-0;
Ahmed Nael Qureshi bt
Abdul Basit 6-2,6-1;
Hamid Israr bt Hamza
Asim 6-3,6-3; Bilal Asim
bt Hamza Roman 6-1,
6-2.

Meanwhile, rain affect-
ed several matches on
Thursday, which will now
be held on Friday.

PCB, Balochistan
Govt to jointly

renovate stadium

QUETTA (APP): The
Balochistan Government
and the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) on Thursday
decided to jointly reno-
vate a cricket stadium in
Quetta  with  proper
arrangements for holding
PSL matches in the
provincial metropolis.

The decision to the
effect was taken during a
meeting of PCB officials
with Principal Secretary
of Balochistan Chief
Minister, Imran Kichki.

During the meeting,
issues pertaining to hold-
ing of Pakistan Super
League (PSL) matches in
Quetta were discussed in
detail. It was assured that
effective steps would be
taken for the security of
teams and fans.

Imran Kichki said
holding of PSL matches
in the provincial capital
would give an opportuni-
ty to the local cricket
players to improve their
game.

Both the grounds and
weather conditions in
Quetta were suitable for
holding summer cricket
camps, he added.

He said Chief Minister
Mir  Abdul Quddus
Bizenjo had deep interest
in promoting sports activ-
ities in the province.

The provincial govern-
ment, he said, was play-
ing an important role in
keeping hockey and
football alive at the
national level.

He said there were a lot
of talented cricket players
across Balochistan as the
game was played at Tehsil

level, and organizing
matches like the PSL
would give them an

opportunity to come for-
ward and show

their prowess.
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Dadu Motorway
to connect more

Motorway
According to the
sought
study

tion of the
Motorway. M-7

bound motorway

on M-6. The 270
metre-long
areas.  Earlier

Shehbaz Sharif

[Tn brief

NHA chalks out
plan for Motorway

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Highway
(NHA)
Thursday chalked out
plans for 270-kilome-
tres-long, Hub-Dureji-

MT7)
cities

in the country to the
Network.

offi-

cial document available
with APP, NHA has
consultancy
services for a feasibility
and detailed
design for the construc-

M7

is a

portion of the south-

from

Islamabad to Karachi
and after its completion,
there will be less traffic
-kilo-
highway
will feature six service

this

month, Prime Minister

laid

down the groundwork
for the 306-kilometre-
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ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the Prime Minister on Kashmir and Gilgit Ba

Kaira calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

i

ltistan Affairs, Qamar Zaman

Covid sub variant

long, Sukkur-
Hyderabad Motorway
(M-6). The Sukkur-

Hyderabad Motorway
is the final segment of
the Peshawar-Karachi
Motorway, which will
interconnect major
cities in Pakistan.

CDA retrieves

400 kanal land

ISLAMABAD (APP)
:Enforcement teams of
Capital Development
Authority (CDA) on
Thursday conducted a
mega anti-encroach-
ment operation in
Sector C-16, demol-
ished several illegal
constructions and

the local people.
administration,
and 23 rooms

operation, plastic
were also seized

crackdown
those violating
Prohibited
Products
2019.

Islamabad
Supply

sion programme
Friday for various

routine

retrieved 400 kanals
state land. The opera-
tion was carried out on
the instructions of the

CDA chairman. The
land in  Gandhara
enclave, in Sector C-16

Mauza Sangjani, which
is about 400 kanals, was
illegally occupied by

With

the help of district

Six

shops, four hotel kiosks

were

demolished during the
operation. In a separate

bags
from

several shops in Sector
1-9/4 and 1-9/2 during a
against

the

Plastic
Regulation

Power suspension
programme
ISLAMABAD (APP):

Electric
Company
(IESCO) on Thursday
issued a power suspen-

for
areas

of its region due to nec-
essary maintenance and
development
work. According
IESCO Spokesman, the
power supply of differ-
ent feeders and grid sta-
tions would remain sus-
pended for the period
from 09:00 AM to 04:00

to

surveillance system
operational: Qadir

He said that the situation

ISLAMABAD (APP): entry points of the country
Minister for National including airports.

Health Services,

Regulations and was completely under con-

Coordination, Abdul Qadir
Patel on Thursday said that
the  government  has
strengthened the role of
Border and Health Services
in Pakistan to deal with any
sub-variant of Covid-19.
Addressing a meeting of
the National Command and
Operation Centre (NCOC),
which was held here at the
National Institute of Health
(NIH) to discuss the
COVID-19 situation, the
minister said that there was
a surveillance system at all

trol and asked the general
public to avoid listening to
rumors. He added that the
Corona case passivity ratio
was just 0.3 to 0.5 in the
country while 90 percent of
the country’s population
already got the COVID-19
vaccine.

He said that there will be
rapid tests and screening of
passengers at all airports.
He said that an efficient
system with a proper man-
agement team was fully
functional in the country to

remain vigilant and was
ready to make an emer-
gency plan to deal with any
sub-variant of Covid-19.

He said that Border and
Health Services Pakistan
was ensuring the imple-
mentation of international
health regulations. He
added further steps were
being taken to strengthen
the role of Border and
Health Services Pakistan.

He said that in case of
any untoward situation the
health system was fully pre-
pared to deal with any sub-
variant of the Omicron vari-
ant of COVID-19 including
BE.7 in the country.

Rise 1n ambient pollution
risks respiratory
epidemics among citizens

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
spiking up air pollution has
resulted in an increase in
respiratory ailments among
the residents of twin cities
of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad after the air
quality of the Federal
Capital turned unhealthy
due to a persistent dry
weather. The twin cities'
ambience started polluting
after steady rise in air pol-
lutant's ratio due to
increased vehicular emis-
sions and human activities.
The Pakistan
Environmental Protection
Agency (Pak-EPA) daily
air quality report also high-
lighted increased air pollu-
tants ratio recorded above
permissible limits and the
air quality was unhealthy.
The hazardous air pollu-
tant particulate matter of
2.5 microns (PM2.5),
which was a lethal atmos-
pheric contaminant,
remained beyond 50 micro
grammes per cubic meter

on average which was high-
er than the NEQS of 35
mic-programmes per cubic
meter and denoted the air
quality unhealthy.

The PM2.5 is generated
through combustion of an
engine, industrial emis-
sions, burning garbage or
inflammable material and
dust blown up by fast mov-
ing cars plying on non-
cemented patches of the
roads. Senior
Pulmonologist at Pakistan
Insitutute of Medical
Sciences (PIMS), Dr Zia Ul
Haq told APP that dry and
cold air was mainly the rea-
sons behind respiratory dis-
eases during winters.

He said the respiratory
track consisting of throat and
lungs had internal surfaces
possessing normal bacteria
whereas there was no breach
in it. However, he said the
dry and cold air at different
phases due to increased
exposure of an individual in
the outdoors caused breach-

es in the lining of respiratory
track which used to lead to
an infection and also dam-
age the normal secretions
taking place inside the
breathing organs.

Dr Haq informed that at
the moment there was spike
up in the cases of people
reporting breathing or respi-
ratory complications which
was mostly reported during
extreme cold temperatures.
He said the pulmonologists
usually advise the elderly
above 50 years of age or
patients of chronic heart, kid-
neys, and lungs diseases to
get flu vaccine during the
peak winter season to avoid
respiratory diseases. The sen-
ior pulmonologists said the
people were also advised to
avoid unnecessary prolonged
outdoor visits during the
morning and evening timings
of cold weather whereas in
case of any visit they should
properly cover their eyes, and
face by wearing face masks
and coverings.

PM Mianwala, Mithial,
Azeem Shaheed,
Bhatiot, Chajjimar,
Kisran feeders and sur-
rounding areas.

CTP to take action
against ‘wheelies’

RAWALPINDI (APP):
City Traffic Police (CTP)
Rawalpindi have decided
to take strict action
against  one-wheeling
and car stunts by young-
sters on eve of New
Year's night. According
to the traffic police
spokesman, on the direc-
tives of Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO) Taimoor
Khan, the police had
finalized arrangements to
take action in accordance
with the law against the

rules violators.
Moreover, 320 traffic
wardens would be

deployed on city roads to
ensure smooth flow of
traffic and control one-
wheeling. The CTO had
instructed the traffic war-
dens to net those
involved in the one-
wheeling and car-racing.
He said the CTP, in this
regard, had formed seven
special squads to arrest
the  violators  and
impound their vehicles.
He informed that several
arrangements were made
to curb the activity aimed
at protecting the young-
sters as one-wheeling
was one of the causes of
death and severe injuries
for the riders.
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Women play vital role
in development of
country: Tasneem Ahmed

RAWALPINDI (APP): Minister of State
for Industry and Production, Tasneem
Ahmad Qureshi here on Thursday said that
the government was committed to empow-
er women in the country.

Addressing a conference on women
empowerment and role of business women
in the economy arranged here by
Rawalpindi  Women  Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (RWCCI) at
Shaheed Benazir Bhatto Human Right
Centre for Women, Social Women
Complex, he said that women play a vital
role in the development of any country and
the development process of such countries
remained slow where the women are not
given equal opportunities.

Shaheed Benazir Bhutto also truly
empowered women and took several ini-
tiatives to make them vigorous members
of the society, he added.

Tasneem Ahmed Qureshi said that the
government was making efforts to pro-
mote industrialization in the country by
facilitating ease of doing business.

Women empowerment was among the
top priorities in Pakistan, he added.

Qureshi stated that the government was
working on providing every facility and
opportunity for small and medium-sized
enterprises to advertise their goods and
services and restore investors’ trust.

He emphasized that the success of small
and medium-sized enterprises is inextrica-
bly linked to job prospects for the masses.
The more industries thrive, the better the
economy performs. The State Minister
said that Benazir Bhutto had struggled

hard for provision of the best standard
facilities for the poor.

All possible efforts were being made to
promote and protect the rights of the
women. Tasneem Ahmad Qureshi said that
empowerment of women is a welfare work
and the incumbent government had taken
various measures to empower women
through various initiatives taken to ensure
their social, educational, economic and
political development.

Efforts were being made to solve the
issues being faced by women. More than
10 chambers were working in different
districts to empower women.

“We appreciate the role of women being
played for the progress and development
of the country. I will also talk to the
administration  for the RWCCI's
demands,” he said. He further said that the
government was making all-out efforts to
improve the country’s economy.

Tasneem Ahmed Qureshi said the gov-
ernment was creating a favourable busi-
ness and industrial environment in the
country to restore confidence of local
industrialists, traders and investors. He
said, “We are trying to promote a business-
friendly culture in the country with the
help of all institutions related to business
development as the government alone
could not overcome serious problems like
unemployment and poverty.” He promised
that incentives and facilities would be pro-
vided for the investment, made by private
sector to create employment opportunities
especially through promotion of small and
medium businesses.

30 tourist
vehicles got
stuck in snow
at Pir Chinasi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
More than 30 vehicles of
tourists got stuck in the
snow at the tourist spot Pir
Chinasi; teams were dis-
patched from
Muzaffarabad to rescue
them. According to private
media reports, around 30
vehicles of tourists got
stuck in the snow in Pir-
Chinasi area of
Muzaffarabad, the capital
of Azad Kashmir.

Rescue 1122 teams and
police were dispatched
from Muzaffarabad to
evacuate the tourists.

According to
Muzaffarabad police there
was no snow removal
machinery in Peer-Chinasi,
however, machinery with
chains has been dispatched
to the incident. Police fur-
ther said that the Deputy
Commissioner, SP and
other civil officials have
reached the spot, the pas-
sengers will be shifted to a
safe place by other vehicles.

Rain, snow
expected over
the mountains,
GB, Kashmir

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Cold waves will grip most
parts of the country while
rain and snow over the
mountains is expected in
Gilgit-Baltistan and
Kashmir during the next 24
hours according to the fore-

cast of the Pakistan
Meteorological
Department.

According to the synop-
tic situation, continental air
was prevailing over most
parts of the country. A shal-
low trough of the westerly

wave was likely to
approach the western parts
today.

Cold waves will grip
most parts of the country
while, while very cold in
the upper parts.

However, light rain/light
snow over the mountains is
expected at north and east-
ern Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, upper and
central Punjab, Kashmir
and Gilgit Baltistan.

Dense foggy conditions
are likely to continue over
plain areas of Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
upper Sindh.

During the last 24
hours, cold and dry weath-
er prevailed over most
parts of the country while
rainfall ~ occurred in
Balochistan, Punjab, upper
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
upper Sindh.

President calls for

a consensus-based

nationwide energy
conservation

ISLAMABAD (INP): President Dr Arif
Alvi on Thursday called for launching a
consensus-based nationwide, comprehen-
sive and all-encompassing electricity, gas
and water conservation strategies to con-
serve precious national resources and
divert them for the welfare and prosperity
of the people.

The president, during a meeting on
energy conservation at Aiwan-e-Sadr,
underscored that a comprehensive policy
and programme should be prepared after
consulting all stakeholders, including the
provinces, besides launching an awareness
campaign across the country to conserve
electricity, gas and water.

Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Minister  for  Defence, = Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, Minister for Economic
Affairs, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Minister for
Industries and Production, Syed Murtaza

Mahmud, Federal Minister for Energy,
Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan, Minister of
State for Petroleum, Musadik Masood
Malik, and senior officials of the Power,
Finance, and Industries Division, and
National  Energy  Efficiency and
Conservation Authority (NEECA), attend-
ed the meeting. The president said that
there was a need to generate out-of-the-
box ideas, absorb creative ideas, bench-
mark best practices around the world,
develop policies and strategies around
them and ensure their implementation on a
timeline basis to achieve the desired objec-
tives in the shortest possible timeframe.
“Pakistan can make rapid and accelerat-
ed progress in all sectors provided it
enhanced and accelerated the implementa-
tion speed on initiatives of national impor-
tance, following a strict timeline while
maintaining quality and ensuring desired
outputs and outcomes”, he observed.

[HC rejects accused request
in Noor Mukadam case

ISLAMABAD (NNI): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday rejected
the request of Zahir Jaffar,
the main accused in Noor
Mukadam murder case, to
make his foreign nationali-
ty documents as part of the
case. Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq heard the case filed
by Zahir Jaffar. The peti-
tioner’s lawyer adopted the
stance that it should be on
record that the accused also

The chief  justice
remarked that how it affect-
ed the case even if the for-
eign nationality documents
were put record. Whether
the accused wanted to take
advantage of him being a
US national. If it were the
case then anyone (foreign
national) could come to
Pakistan and then flee
abroad go after killing
someone here, he observed.

CJ Aamer Farooq said it

that the law of land would
be applied in the case.

The court maintained the
objections of Registrar
Office on the plea and dis-
missed the case.

The Registrar Office had
objected that no such peti-
tion could be filed once the
decision in the main appeal
was reserved. A two-judge
bench headed by Chief
Justice Aamer Farooq heard
the case along with the

held a foreign nationality.

had already made it clear

objections.

Authorities direct to
take strict action against
smog SOPs violators

RAWALPINDI (APP): Commissioner
Rawalpindi Division, Saqib Manan here
on Thursday directed the authorities con-
cerned to take strict action in accordance
with the law against the violators of smog
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
issued by the government to control smog
and fog. While reviewing the measures
taken by the Environment Department for
smog he said that industrial units, brick
kilns and transports violating the rules
should be dealt with iron hands.

The crackdown should be accelerated
and action should also be taken against
those causing smog by burning crop
residue and smoke-emitting vehicles.

He further said that the brick kilns of
old technology should be instructed to
convert their kilns to the new technology
as soon as possible and geo-tagging of all
registered kilns should be completed soon
in order to protect the people from air pol-
lution and the diseases.

He expressed these views while
addressing the participants of a meeting
held in the Commissioner's Office regard-

ing smog. Additional Commissioner,
Coordination, Syed Nazarat Alj,
Additional  Deputy = Commissioner,
Headquarters, Marzia Saleem, ADC (G)
Nosheen Sarwar, Secretary Regional
Transport Authority and other concerned
officers attended the meeting.

On this occasion, the commissioner was
informed about the details of the anti-
smog campaign in Rawalpindi district.
Action was being taken against the rules
violators without any discrimination that
causes smog. 3559 smoke-emitting vehi-
cles were issued challan slips and a fines
amounting to over Rs 2.1 million were
imposed on the violators during last one
month. Apart from this, an industrial unit
for violating environmental laws was also
sealed and a fine amounting to Rs 100,000
was imposed on it.

During the anti-smog operations, 62
brick kilns were sealed in Rawalpindi dis-
trict, 27 in Chakwal and 18 in Attock while
FIRs were also lodged against 73 rules
violators. Total fines amounting to Rs 6.4
million were imposed in the division.

Amnesty scheme for
‘overstaying foreigners’

to expire on Dec 31

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Amnesty scheme for for-
eigners staying over an
extended period in Pakistan
will expire on December
31, 2022.

The Ministry of Interior
in a notification issued on
Thursday had directed the
National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA) to stop extend-

ing the amnesty scheme to
the said individuals resid-
ing in Pakistan after the
expiry of the due date.

The ministry of interior
had given a general amnesty
scheme for overstaying for-
eigners to exit Pakistan with-
out paying charges with a
cutoff date of December 31,
2022. After the expiry of the
amnesty scheme’s period,

foreigners who have over-
stayed for more than one
year may be put into the
blacklist category, barring
their entry to Pakistan in the
future.  The  NADRA
received online applications
till December 29, 2022. The
penalty charges would be
imposed on those overstay-
ing in the country after the
date of January 01, 2023.

ISLAMABAD:

Mercury rapidly drops due to light rain fllowed in the twin cities.




trenches.

(Project completed in Kunduz)

KUNDUZ (Agencies): The local officials of
Kunduz said that the works of a canal and a
water reservoir have been completed with a
cost of 15 million Afghanis in the Aliabad
district. The canal project, which was car-
ried out under the title of ABADAI has a 135
meter long canal reinforced with RCC, 123
meter stone work, 16 meter long gabion
wall, 22 cubic meter water reservoir, 110
meter long Includes deep wells and 5,000

J
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S injured in road accident

ZABUL (Agencies): Local traffic officials
of Zabul informed saying that 5 people were
injured in a traffic accident in the, the capi-
tal city of the provinc in Qalat. The provin-
cial head of Public Health of Zabul, Dr.
Abdul Hakeem Hakeemi, told that in colli-
sion of a car 5 people injured, in the center
of this province. A similar incidents hap-
pened on the main road of Kabul and
Kandahar from time to time, which lead to
casualties of some people.

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

UN: Some programs
halted over ban on
women aid workers

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
United Nations in a state-
ment said that some agen-
cies in Afghanistan have
stopped their activities and
warned that some other
programs will also halt
their operations because of
the Islamic Emirate’s deci-
sion to ban women from
working in non-govern-
mental organizations.

UN’s Principals of the
Inter-Agency Standing
Committee on Afghanistan
in a statement said that ban-
ning women from working
in humanitarian non-gov-
ernmental organizations is
a major blow to vulnerable
communities, women, chil-
dren, and the country.

The committee added
that women are teachers,
nutrition experts, team
leaders, community health
workers, vaccinators, nurs-
es, doctors, and heads of
organizations, and have
access to populations that

male employees cannot
reach, their participation in
aid delivery is not nego-
tiable and must continue,
some organization for lack
of female staff has to pause
their activities.

“We foresee that many
activities will need to be
paused as we cannot deliv-
er principled humanitarian
assistance without female
aid workers,” the commit-
tee said. The UN committee
urged the Islamic Emirate
to reverse the ban on
women’s schools, universi-
ties and work.

Meanwhile, foreign min-
istries of 12 countries,
including the US and the
UK, in a statement expre-
ssed grave concern about the
Islamic Emirate’s decision
to bar women from working
in NGOs. They said that the
decision puts at risk millions
of Afghans who depend on
humanitarian assistance for
their survival.

“NGOs will be unable to
reach the country’s most
vulnerable people to pro-
vide food, medicine, win-
terization, and other materi-
als and services they need
to live, this would also
affect the humanitarian
assistance provided by
international organizations,
as international organiza-
tions utilize NGOs to deliv-
er such materials and serv-
ices,” the statement said.

They called on the
Islamic Emirate to reverse
immediately their decision
to ban women from work-
ing in NGOs.

According to interna-
tional organizations, over
28 million people in
Afghanistan, including mil-
lions of women and chil-
dren, require assistance to
survive as the country grap-
ples with the risk of famine
conditions, economic
decline, entrenched poverty
and a brutal winter.

Ban on female employees

major blow to Afghanistan

KABUL (TOLOnews): Jan
Egeland, secretary general
of the Norwegian Refugee
Council, in an interview
with TOLOnews said that
he believes that banning
women from working in
non-governmental organi-
zations would be a signifi-
cant blow to Afghanistan.
“Banning of female staff
is a big blow, and therefore
we have suspended all our
work, we cannot work with
males only. We have been
in Afghanistan now for
twenty years,” he said.
According to Egeland,
the council abides by all
Islamic values and princi-
ples and asks that the
Islamic Emirate reconsider
its decision to suspend
women’s employment.
Egeland added that the
council adheres to all
Islamic principles and val-
ues and they should be
allowed to operate in
Afghanistan.
“We cannot do good
work with males only, it is
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impossible, exactly this

decision makes it impossi-
ble for us to work in
Afghanistan,” Egeland fur-
ther noted.

Meanwhile,  analysts
said the decision of the cur-
rent government will have
irreparable consequences
for the country.

“The result of such a
decision will naturally have
irreparable consequences
for Afghanistan,” Farah
Mustafawi, a women’s
rights activist said.
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“At the international
level, the issue can still have
a serious impact on the ties
of the new rulers of
Afghanistan with the world
and makes the process of
their recognition more com-
plex,” said Hekmatullah Mi-
rzada, a university lecturer.

The Islamic Emirate’s
decision has provoked reac-
tions from the United
Nations, the European
Union, the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC),
and many countries.

Proposals for projects
under review: Report

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Work on Indian projects in
Afghanistan has been halted
over security and political
situation, Indian media
reported, citing the country’s
External Affairs Ministry.

Based on the reports,
India’s development part-
nership with Afghanistan
includes more than 500
projects spread across each
of its 34 provinces and in
various sectors.

“Several proposals in
this regard are already
under process. Due to the
political and security situa-
tion in Afghanistan, proj-
ects implementation has
suffered setbacks,” a state-
ment of India’s Ministry of
External Affairs said as
quoted by NDTV.

Afghanistan’s Ministry
of Economy said the
resumption of development
projects in the country
would create job opportuni-
ties for people across the
country.

“Resumption of devel-
opment  projects  will
enhance economic devel-
opment, reduce poverty,
and increase jobs,” Deputy

Minister of Economy
Abdul Latif Nazari said.
According  to the

Ministry of Economy, work
on projects supported by
India has been completed
by 70 percent.

“Work on 70 percent of
projects has been complet-
ed in rural areas in 34
provinces, including the
construction of schools,

hospitals, clinics, dormito-
ries, local institutions,
roads, water reservoirs,
sport stadiums and parks,”
said Abdul Rahman Habib,
a spokesman for the
Economy Ministry.

Analysts  said  the
resumption of India-funded
projects would improve
Afghanistan’s  relations
with the region and will
create jobs for the people.

“It will have a positive
impact on the country’s
economy if they resume the
projects in Afghanistan,”
said Darya Khan Bahir, an
analyst.

Earlier, the Ministry of
Urban Development said
that it is expected that India
will begin work on 12 proj-
ects in Afghanistan.

Interior Ministry forms 27
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KABUL (TOLOnews): The
deputy minister of interior
Noor Jalal Jalali said on
Wednesday that 27 new
districts have been formed
at the people’s will and
based on the order of the
Islamic Emirate’s leader.

“The leader of the
Islamic Emirate, out of
compassion, has approved
twenty-six or twenty-seven
districts, and we are ready
for to implement the order,”
said Jalali.

Analysts said that the
current government should
think about solving the
country’s key issues instead

new districts 1in provinces

of creating new districts.

“The government should
pay all of its attention once
again to reopening schools.
Reforms like this will not
have an impact on the eco-
nomic situation of the peo-
ple and their families,” said
Torek Farhadi, a political
affairs analyst.

“The decisions which
are made should be fair and
balanced. We have seen in

previous  periods  that
provinces and districts have
been established based on
individual actions and
assessments. It was neither
balanced nor fair,” said
Mohammad Akram Arifi, a
university lecturer.
Afghanistan now has
364 districts in 34 provin-
ces. With the creation of
additional districts, that
number will rise to 391.

10,000 needy
Jamilies
received

assistance

KABUL (Agencies): In
Nangarhar, Paktia, Lag-
hman, Jawzjan and Logar
provinces, 10,382 needy
families received humani-
tarian assistance. With the
financial support of IRC
and DACAAR, 134 fami-
lies in Achin and Dara
Noor districts received
health tool containing 19
pieces of non-food items.

In Paktia, the World Food
Programme distributed food
items to 4,500 needy fami-
lies in Rohani Baba, Dande
Patan and Chamkan dis-
tricts of this province. 300
widows in Alishang district
of Laghman to received
humanitarian aids.

In the capital of this
province, Mehtarlam city,
72 returnees and internally
displaced families received
cash aid of 58,000 US dol-
lars by the UNHCR organi-
zation. The UNHCR organ-
ization provided cash assis-
tance to 109 families in Ja-
wzjan, in which each fami-
ly received 275 dollars.

Based on another report,
Cash aid was distributed to
5,771 families by the World
Food Programme in Logar,
where 4,300 Afghanis dis-
tributed to each family.

MoFA
conduct
L3 [
training
KABUL (Agencies): The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
commenced a diplomatic
training course for the
Ministry employees.

A momentary diplomatic
training course under the
title of “specialized diplo-
matic training program’ has
been conduct in the Depa-
rtment of Diplomacy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
said Foreign Ministry in a
statement. 31 employees of
ministries and departments
participate in this program
and the training continued
for at least three days.

In this program, subjects
including international rel-
ations, intimacy with inter-
national organizations, his-
tory of the Islamic Emirate,
policies and goals, and intel-
lectual education are taught
by professors and experts,
according to the Ministry.

Soldiers and
policemen
graduated

KABUL (Agencies): hun-
dreds of soldiers and
policemen have graduated
from the educational and
training centers of these
provinces after intellectual
and military training, say
security  officials  of
Nangarhar and Balkh.

460 soldiers graduated
from Nangarhar East Zone
Police  Education and
Training after a month and
a half of intellectual and
military training.

The chief of this center,
Rahmatullah Nomani, said
during a ceremony address-
ing the soldiers: “You are
the servants of the people,
you will try your best to
serve the people.12,500 sol-
diers have graduated from
this educational and training
center after intellectual and
military training, he added.

Meanwhile, a number of
policemen graduated from
Balkh  Education and
Training Center. The Balkh
Police  Education and
Training Center Mawlavi
Fazl ur Rahman Nusrat said
to the graduates that they
should not rely only on
these studies, but they
should strives to glow at
the country level.

24 instructors from a 15-
day capacity building cou-
rse, 45 engineers from a
one-week mine identifica-
tion course, 37 from a one-
week seminar on site
inspection, 25 Instructors
graduated from a three-day
orientation seminar and 77
guards graduated from a
30-day course.

Outdate food, non-food items disposed

PAKTIKA (Agencies): 9 tons of outdate food and non-food items were collected and
burnt from the shops of Sarobi, Barmal and Shekin districts of this province, say local
officials of Industry and Commerce of the province.

An official at the department of Industry and Commerce of the province, Mullah
Khan Hussain Haidar said that the commission for the prevention of outdate food prod-
ucts is monitoring all districts of the province and any outdate food and non- food items

will be collected and burned.

Lately, the commission had carried out monitoring several times in the central
Sharna, Matakhan, Yusuf Khel and Argon districts, according to him.

China ready to invest In

coal power g

KABUL (Agencies): China
wants to invest in the pro-
duction of 500 megawatts
of electricity from coal in
Afghanistan.

The Executive Director
of Da Afghan Breshna
Sherkat, Mullah Muham-
mad Hanif Hamzah, met
with the representative of
the Chamber of Commerce
of China, according to
DABS statement.

The representative of the
Chinese chambers of com-
merce told tDa Afghan
Breshna Sherkat senior
official that they want to
invest in the production of
500 megawatts of electrici-
ty from coal in
Afghanistan.

They are ready to install
their production and techni-
cal equipment for this

objective in any province
Afghanistan wants, accord-
ing to DABS.

For his part,
thanked the representative
of the Chinese chambers of

Hamza

o

commerce and said that a
joint technical delegation of
Da Afghan Breshana
Sherkat and China will dis-
cuss and exchange opinions
on all issues through joint

eneration

meetings to reach this goal.
He assured all kinds of
cooperation in providing
any facility for investment
in the electricity production
sector in Afghanistan.

Banning women working for NGOs

US, partners urger Afghan
authorities to reverse decision

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The United States and its
partner countries urge the
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan authorities to
reverse the decision barring
Afghan women from work-
ing with NOGs.

The Foreign Ministers of
Australia, Canada, Denm-
ark, France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, Norway, Switz-
erland, the Netherlands, the
United Kingdom, and the
United States and the High
Representative  of  the
European Union are grave-
ly concerned about the
Taliban’s decision barring

female employees from
working with national and
international non-govern-
mental organizations.

In a joint statement, the
foreign ministers called on
the de facto authorities of
Afghanistan to urgently
reverse the decision and
allow the female employees
to return to work and con-
tribute towards their family
incomes and livelihoods.

This gender-based
restriction puts the lives of
millions of Afghan house-
holds in grave danger who
have depended on humani-
tarian aid, ever since the

takeover of power by the
Taliban in August last year.

Women are absolutely
vital in providing services
to the much-needed Afghan
society during these diffi-
cult times. Without female
employees, non-govern-
mental aid organizations
cannot deliver their servic-
es in distributing medicine,
food, winterization, and
other life-saving facilities
in different parts of the
country in a timely manner.

This comes as the United
Nations and a number of
renowned international aid
organizations have already

called on the Afghan
authorities to revoke the
decision and allow female
employees to return to
work with NGOs.

“We support the Afghan
people’s calls for girls and
women to return to work,
school, and university, and
for women to continue to
play essential roles in
humanitarian and basic
needs assistance delivery,
and we urge the Taliban to
respect the political, eco-
nomic, social, and cultural
rights of women and girls
in Afghanistan,” the state-
ment reads.

Salang high closed to traffic

SALANG PASS (Khaama
Press): The authorities of
Afghanistan’s Salang Pass
have announced that the
highway is blocked for
trucks or “high-tonnage”

vehicles due to heavy
snowfall and strong winds.

Abu Mohammad
Hafeez Mohammad
Yaqoob, the Head of the
Salang Preservation

Department earlier today
said to the media that the

highway connecting
Kabul to the northern
provinces was blocked

due to heavy snowtfall and
strong winds.

According to the author-
ities, the high is blocked for
heavy trucks “high-ton-
nage” while other vehicles
are allowed to cross the
snow-covered pass using

due t

-

tire chains.

The snowfall will con-
tinue in the Salang area for
another 24 hours as per the
weather forecast.

heavy snowfall
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Salang is the major high-
way connecting Kabul to at
least nine provinces in the

north of Afghanistan. In the
winter season, the highway

s 12
gets closed to traffic on and
off mostly due to heavy
rains, snowfalls as well as
avalanches on certain occa-
sions.

Save the Children: Unprecedented
hunger hits Afghanistan worst

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Amid these challenging
times, the people of
Afghanistan  desperately
rely on humanitarian aid
facing a catastrophic level
of hunger, malnutrition,
and food scarcity.
According to the “Save
the  Children”  report
Afghanistan is still among
the eight most hunger-hit
countries including the
Central African Republic,
DRC, Haiti, Somalia,
South Sudan, Sudan, and
Yemen. People in these
eight countries face an
emergency and catastroph-
ic levels of hunger and
malnutrition, between 2019

and 2022.

The number of people
facing a severe level of
hunger in Afghanistan
increased to 6.6 million in
2022 from 2.5 million in
2019. Child malnutrition
has long been a problem in
Afghanistan and this year
there have been reports of
caregivers resorting to
desperate coping mecha-
nisms, with some even
forced to sell their own
children.

“In Afghanistan, we are
finding that children are so
hungry that they are unable
to remember what they
have learned at school. As
a result of malnutrition,

they are also more suscep-
tible to life-threatening dis-
eases such as cholera. We
are also seeing a worrying
increase in damaging cop-
ing mechanisms such as
child marriage and child
labor. Responding to this
rising need is impossible
without the full participa-
tion of women in the
response, and  we’re
extremely worried about
these findings in the con-
text of the current suspen-
sion of programs.” Save
the Children’s acting coun-
try director in Afghanistan,
Nora Hassanien, said.

This comes as Save the
Children and several other

renowned aid organizations
temporarily suspended
their much-needed life-sav-
ing operations in Afgha-
nistan following the latest
announcement by the coun-
try’s ruling regime baring
women employees from
working with non-govern-
ment organizations.

The delivery of live-sav-
ing services by female
employees of the NGOs to
the people of Afghanistan
is of paramount importance
at this very stage of time,
as poverty, hunger, unem-
ployment, and security
have further complicated
the living conditions for
ordinary people.

Acres of land belonging to
DABS in Baghlan freed

BAGHLAN (Agencies):
Local officials of Baghlan
say that they have freed 10
acres of Da Afghan
Breshna Sherkat’s land
from the grip of usurpers in
that province.

The head of DABS in
Baghlan,Qari Sardar Wali
Hamza, said that the 10-
acres of land of Ghaza Gel
Substation in Khanjan
District of this province,
which was seized by the
powerful in the ex-adminis-

tration, was returned.

Qari Hamza said that the
usurpers have built about
45 residential houses on

this land, and they have |

been assigned 15 months to
leave the company’s prop-
erty.

He called the recovery of
this land an important step
in the expansion of Gaza
Gel substation, adding that
the districts of Andrabs will
be supplied with electricity
from this substation.
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G7 tells Taliban to ‘urgently
reverse’ ban on women aid workers

LONDON (AFP/APP): G7 foreign
ministers on Thursday called on the
Taliban to "urgently reverse" a ban
on women working in
Afghanistan's aid sector.

The ban is the latest blow against
women's rights in Afghanistan
since the Taliban reclaimed power
last year.

The Taliban rulers also barred
women from attending universities
earlier this month, prompting glob-
al outrage and protests in some
Afghan cities. The G7 ministers
along with those of Australia,
Denmark, Norway, Switzerland and
the Netherlands said in a joint
statement they were "gravely con-
cerned that the Taliban's reckless
and dangerous order... puts at risk
millions of Afghans who depend on
humanitarian assistance for their
survival". "We call on the Taliban
to urgently reverse this decision,"
they said in the statement issued by
Britain's foreign ministry.

It comes after six aid bodies sus-
pended operations in Afghanistan
in response to the ban.

They included Christian Aid,
ActionAid, Save the Children, the
Norwegian Refugee Council and

CARE. The International Rescue
Committee, which provides emer-
gency response in health, education
and other areas and employs 3,000
women across Afghanistan, also
said it was suspending services.

"Women are absolutely central
to humanitarian and basic needs
operations. Unless they participate
in aid delivery in Afghanistan,
NGOs will be unable to reach the
country's most vulnerable people to
provide food, medicine, winteriza-
tion, and other materials and serv-
ices they need to live," the G7
statement said.

"The Taliban continue to demon-
strate their contempt for the rights,
freedoms, and welfare of the
Afghan people, particularly women
and girls," it added.

Christian Aid has warned that
millions of people in Afghanistan
are on the "verge of starvation".

"Reports that families are so des-
perate they have been forced to sell
their children to buy food are utter-
ly heartbreaking," said Christian
Aid's head of global programmes
Ray Hasan.

A ban on women aid workers
would "only curtail our ability to

help the growing number of people
in need", he added.

The Taliban's ban has come at a
time when millions across the
country are dependent on humani-
tarian aid provided by international
donors through a vast network of
NGOs. Afghanistan's economic cri-
sis has only worsened since the
Taliban seized power in August last
year, which led to Washington
freezing billions of dollars of its
assets and foreign donors cutting
aid. After the minister of higher
education banned women from uni-
versities, charging that they too
were not properly dressed, protests
were forcefully dispersed by the
authorities.

Since returning to power in
August last year, the Taliban had
already barred teenage girls from
secondary school.

Women have also been pushed
out of many government jobs, pre-
vented from travelling without a
male relative and ordered to cover
up outside of the home, ideally
with a burqa. The G7 grouping
takes in Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, the UK, US as well as
the European Union.

SC dismisses Imran’s
appeal 1n defamation case

LAHORE (APP): The

ted that the trial court

appeal with a 2-1 majority

LHC declines
plea to stop NAB
proceedings

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
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Naval Chief satisfied
with operational

readiness of PN Fleet

KARACHI (INP): Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi has expressed complete satisfac-
tion over operational readiness
Pakistan Navy Fleet and lauded the
dedication and professionalism of offi-
cers and men for successful conduct of
large number of naval exercises includ-
ing bilateral and multilateral exercises
in own and international waters con-
tributing towards regional maritime
security and protection of Pakistan
the

maritime interests in

and beyond.

He was speaking as Chief Guest on
the occasion Pakistan Navy Fleet
Annual Efficiency Competition Parade
held at Karachi on Thursday to mark
culmination of rewarding and eventful
operational year of Pakistan Navy
| | Fleet units.

Earlier, upon arrival, the Chief Guest
was received by Commander Pakistan
Vice Admiral Ovais Ahmed
Bilgrami and Guard of Honour was pre-
sented by a smartly turned out contin-

Fleet,

gent of Pakistan Navy.

Speaking on the occasion, Admiral
Amjad Khan Niazi commended PN
and contributions
achieving significant operational objec-
tives and milestones and protection of

Fleet efforts

Pakistan’s

of seaward

region

to
interests.
Earlier,

Communication.
Pakistan Navy endeavours to ensure
security
Economic Zone (EEZ), Gwadar Port
and maritime related projects of CPEC.

The Naval Chief reiterated that
Pakistan Navy is fully cognizant of
changing geopolitical realities in the
region and stands resolute to defend
country’s sea frontiers.

The Admiral also underscored that
prevalent global and regional geostrate-
gic environment demands
Navy to remain ever vigilant and battle
safeguard

Commander
Admiral Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami high-

Lines of
highlighted

Sea
He

of  Exclusive

Pakistan

Pakistan  maritime

in his welcome address,

Pakistan Fleet Vice

lighted PN Fleet achievements during

the outgoing year making particular
mention of the conduct of a number of
Live Weapon Firings, participation in
multilateral exercises, HADR missions,
Overseas Deployments and Regional

Maritime Security Patrols undertaken

in

by Fleet units.

Later, Chief of the Naval Staff gave
away Efficiency Award shields to best
performing units of various Squadrons
of Pakistan Navy Fleet.

Country faces no threat
of default: Ahsan Igbal

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Minister for Planning
Development & Special
Initiatives, Professor
Ahsan Igbal on Thursday
dispelled the rumors relat-
ed to default risks of the
country and called for
adopting export oriented
policies for public and
private sector to acceler-
ate export led growth.

The Minister made
these remarks  while
chairing a roundtable on
‘Conducive Business
Environment’ organized
by the Ministry of
Planning Commission on
Thursday. The roundtable
was attended by the repre-
sentatives of relevant
ministries, chambers of
commerce and other rele-
vant stakeholders.

“A  specific political
party is propagating the
rumors about the country’s
default for the political

objectives; however,
Pakistan has come out of
economic crises success-
fully after taking tough
decisions,” said the
Minister. The Minister said
that anyone who talks
about the default of the
country is Pakistan’s
enemy and the politics of
those who declare Pakistan
as default will default
soon. To promote the pri-
vate sector investments,
we need to create an
enabling and investor
friendly environment in
the country while empha-
sizing to increase exports
to up to 100 billion dollars.

The problems faced by
the country will be solved
under the leadership of
the  Prime  Minister
Shahbaz Sharif who has
adopted the path of stabil-
ity while moving the
country in the right direc-
tion, he added.

Furthermore, he said
that China offers Pakistan
a ‘potential export mar-
ket’ which we must take
advantage of  while
emphasizing the impor-
tance of local and foreign
investors in the country
which he believes should
be top priority. “There are
immense opportunities for
exports in the Chinese
market but unfortunately,
Pakistan has only 3 bil-
lion dollars’ contribution
in China’s 2250 billion
dollar exports which must
be increased, ” remarked
the Minister.

The Minister asked
country’s chambers of
commerce to take special
measures in increasing
exports to China while
reiterating that  the
Planning Ministry is com-

mitted to facilitate
through one-window
operation.

Supreme Court (SC) on
Thursday dismissed an

appeal of  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman Imran Khan

against striking out his
right of defence in a
defamation suit filed by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif against him.

The three-member
bench heard the appeal at
Supreme Court Lahore
Registry and dismissed it
with a 2-1 majority while
upholding the trial court
orders. Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah, who
was heading the bench,
and Justice Amin-ud-Din
Khan  dismissed the
appeal whereas Justice
Ayesha A Malik dissented
with their verdict.

During the proceed-
ings, Mustafa Ramday
appeared on behalf of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and argued that the
trial court lawfully struck
the right of the petitioner
(Imran Khan) to answer
the interrogatories of the
respondent (Shehbaz
Sharif).

He said that the trial
court passed the orders
after the petitioner (Imran
Khan) failed to file the
reply despite the repeated
opportunities. He submit-

conducted 21 hearings
from the direction of fil-
ing the reply to striking
out the right of defence in
the suit whereas 13
adjournments were taken
instead of filing the reply
on behalf of Imran Khan.
He submitted that the
petitioner could have
refused to give an answer
to any question in his
reply, adding that the final
opportunity to file a reply
was also deliberately
missed.

However, Imran Khan's
counsel Barrister Ali
Zafar submitted that the
trial court unlawfully
struck the right of his
client. He submitted that
the trial court exercised
its suo motu powers to
seize the right of the peti-
tioner to file objections.
He further submitted that
out of 23 hearings, the
counsel for Imran Khan
sought adjournments on
10 different occasions
whereas the opponent
sought adjournments on 7
occasions.

He pleaded with the
court to set aside the ver-
dict of the trial court.

Subsequently, the
bench, after hearing
detailed arguments of the
parties, dismissed the

and upheld the trial court
verdict.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that an addition-
al sessions judge had
struck out Imran Khan's
right of defence in the
defamation suit in Nov,
2022.

The Lahore High Court
had also dismissed an
appeal of the PTI chair-
man against the trial court
verdict on Dec 7.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, through
the defamation suit, had
submitted that PTI chief
Imran Khan alleged in a
TV programme on April
26, 2017, that Rs 10 bil-
lion bribe offer was made
to him by Shehbaz Sharif
for silence over the
Panama papers case. He
said that allegations lev-
elled against him were not
only false but also defam-
atory. He said that Imran
Khan also failed to tender
a publicly broadcast apol-
ogy despite the fact that
he was served a legal
notice in May, 2017 for
the purpose.

The court has been
requested to issue a
decree for recovery of Rs
10 billion as compensa-
tion for the publication of
defamatory content.

‘Police martyr of I-10 blast to
be awarded Tamgha-e-Shujaat’

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Interior Rana
Sanaullah Thursday said
that Adeel Hussain, the
martyr of the blast which
occurred last week in sec-
tor I-10, would be award-
ed Tamhgha-e-Shujaat for
his bravery.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif had also
approved the martyr pack-
age for Shaheed Adeel
Hussain, he said while
visiting the Pakistan
Institute  of  Medical
Sciences (PIMS) hospital,
where he inquired after
the health of Constable
Muhammad Hanif who
sustained injuries in the
blast.

The

minister  was

accompanied by Inspector
General of Islamabad
Police Dr Akbar Nasir
Khan, Director General
Operations Sohail Zafar
Chattha and other senior
officers. Rana Sanaullah
said that terrorists would
never be allowed to suc-
ceed in their nefarious
designs as the country's
law enforcement agencies
were fully capable of
countering them.

He lauded the injured
policeman and his col-
leagues who had saved
the Federal Capital from a
major incident by foiling
terrorist's attempt.

The minister said the
entire Pakistani nation

paid tribute to the brave

policemen who sacrificed
their lives for the country.
The country's security
forces would not be
demoralized by such cow-
ardly acts of the terrorists,
he added.

Dr Akbar Nasir said
that  Adeel  Hussain
embraced  martyrdom,
while four other police-
men were injured in the
bomb blast, and the mar-
tyr's family was immedi-
ately  provided  with
Shaheed package and
assured that his heirs
would be looked after.

On the occasion, the
minister also presented a
bouquet of flowers and a
cheque to the injured
police constable.

on Thursday declined a plea
to stay proceedings initiated
by the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) against Farhat
Shahzadi, a friend of former
prime  minister Imran
Khan’s wife Bushra Bibi,
her husband Ahsan Jamil
Gujjar and others.

The division bench head-
ed by Justice Shehram
Sarwar Chaudhry heard the
civil miscellaneous applica-
tion filed by Farhat
Shahzadi and others chal-
lenging the NAB proceed-
ings against them. The court
also issued notices to the
bureau and sought reply on
the application.

The petitioners' counsel
argued before the court that
his clients had challenged
the proceedings and inquiry
launched by the bureau
against them because the
bureau lacked jurisdiction to
hold inquiry against private
persons.

However, despite the
pendency of the petition, the
respondent NAB authorities
had wrote a letter to police
for ensuring the service of a
call-up notice to some per-
sons in connection with the
inquiry, he added.

He submitted that the step
was aimed to harass the peti-
tioners, adding that the
action was discriminatory in
the light of amendments
made in the NAB ordinance.

No let-up in
Pakistani rupee’s
depreciation spell

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Entangled in the quagmire
of US dollars flight and
ensuing forex reserves
crunch, the local currency
has failed to sustain its
weight in the interbank
trading thus keeping up its
downward trajectory.

According to money
dealers, the Pakistani rupee
depreciated by 13 paisa in
the interbank trading activ-
ity on Thursday. The US
dollar after gaining 13
paisa in its value was being
traded at Rs226.50.

Wednesday, the PKR
shed 22 paisa against the
greenback, letting the latter
to be concluded at
Rs226.37.

Long march against Indian
occupation on Kashmir
reaches Muzaffarabad

MUZAFFARABAD
(INP): The long march
organized by Pasban-e-
Hurriyat Jammu  and
Kashmir against Indian
illegal occupation on
Jammu and  Kashmir
besides pressing for the
Kashmiris’ demand for
right to self-determination
reached Muzaffarabad on
Thursday, after three days.

Seventy five people
started the march from
Athmuqaam area of the
Neelum Valley on
Tuesday (December 27).
During the march, the
participants carried flags
and chanted slogans
against Indian illegal
occupation of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The march culminated
at Burhan Wani Shaheed
Chowk. It was led by
Chairman Pasban-e
Hurriyat Uzair Ahmad
Ghazali, Vice Chairman

Usman Ali  Hashim,
Muhammad Ismail
Jagwal, Muhammad Ishaq
Shaheen, Khawaja
Muhammad Sadiq,

Tanzeer Igbal, Liaquat Ali
Rana, Muhammad Fayyaz
Khan, Faisal Farooq
Sheikh, Muhammad
Mushtaq and Imtiaz Aziz
Khan. Speaking on the
occasion, Uzair Ahmed
Ghazali said that the pur-
pose of the march was to
repeat the demand for
granting of the right to
self-determination to the
Kashmiri people and
holding of an impartial
plebiscite in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“We demand of the
international human
rights organizations that
they should play their role
for the release of
Kashmiri prisoners lan-
guishing in Indian jails,”
he said. World community

should come forward and
declare all the illegal
actions taken by Modi
government on Kashmir
on August 5, 2019 null
and void, he added.

Uzair Ghazali appealed
to the people of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir to
come out of their homes
on the occasion of Right
to Self-Determination
Day on January 5 and
demand of the United
Nations to fulfill its com-
mitments regarding grant
of this right to the
Kashmiris.

He said that in the next
phase of the march a rally
will be organized on
January 5 from Burhan
Wani Chowk to the
United Nations Observer
Office where a resolution
will be presented for pro-
vision of the right to self-
determination to the
Kashmiris.

Freeze assets
of Dar restored

LAHORE (INP): The city
administration in  the
Punjab capital on Thursday
restored the assets of
Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar, which were frozen by
the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) in an assets
beyond means case.

It reported in media that

administration had
returned the property
Hajveri  House, 7-H,

Gulberg-III, to Mr Dar
after it was directed by the
anti-graft watchdog to do
so. Furthermore, a letter
has been sent to the four
banks to restore his Rs5.58
billion worth of accounts.

An accountability court
ordered freezing of Dar’s
assets after his continuous
absence from court pro-
ceedings in the case.

In November last, the
court sent the reference
against the finance minister
and others in an assets
beyond means case back to
the NAB, saying it did not
fall under its jurisdiction
after latest amendments to
the NAB laws.

A reference against
Ishaq Dar and others was
filed in 2017. After his
indictment in the case, he
flew to London and
remained in self-exile for
nearly five years. He was
also declared a proclaimed
offender in the case for not
showing up in court.
However, the decision was
reversed in September
last, paving the way for
Mr Dar to return to the
country and  assume
charge as finance minister.

Pneumonia
claims lives of
175 children
in Peshawar

PESHAWAR (INP): As
many as 175 children died
of pneumonia in three
major hospitals of
Peshawar during December

According to details,
447 children suffering from
pneumonia and cold borne
diseases were shifted to
Khyber Teaching hospital
during last one month of
which 153 children died of
pneumonia.

On the other hand, 10
children among the pneu-
monic affected children
shifted to Hayatabad
Medical Complex during
ongoing month expired.
During the month of
December, 300 children
suffering from pneumonic
were shifted to Lady
Reading Hospital where
12 children died during
treatment.

AC rejects bail
plea of Agha
Siraj Durrani

KARACHI (INP): An
accountability court on
Thursday rejected the bail
plea of Sindh Assembly
Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani
in assets beyond means
case. The accountability
court announced the
reserved verdict on Agha
Siraj Durrani’s plea seeking
bail in assets case.

The bureau had filed a
reference  against the
speaker, his brother Agha
Masihuddin, wife, son,
daughters as well as 13
others before a NAB court
in 2019 for allegedly accu-
mulating assets worth over
Rs1.61 billion through
illegal means. He had been
arrested in the premises of
the Supreme Court last
year after a three-judge
bench turned down his
plea for pre-arrest bail and
instead directed him to
surrender  before  the
national graft buster.

President Alvi seeks affordable
housing for people

ISLAMABAD (PPI): President Dr
Arif Alvi has urged the need to adopt
environment-friendly, energy-effi-
cient and cost-effective construction
and housing practices to provide
quality accommodation for the
Pakistani people.

Promoting vertical construction in
the country could help provide cost-
effective and affordable housing to the
poor and lower middle class, besides
overcoming the shortage of space in
urban areas, preventing unplanned
growth of cities, and saving agricultural
land from encroachment, he expressed
these views while addressing the clos-
ing ceremony of the 2nd Pakistan
International Property Expo and
Convention, organized by the Pakistan
Association of Exhibition Industry
(PAEI), at Aiwan-e-Sadr, according to a
PID statement issued on Thursday.

Founder Chairman of PAEI, Mr
Khurshid Barlas, members of the
housing and construction sector, busi-
nessmen, and government officials
attended the ceremony. Addressing
the ceremony, the President said that
the government had been focusing on
the development of the construction
and housing sector as it played an

important role in creating jobs,
advancing growth and economic
development, and fulfilling the grow-
ing housing demands of the rising
population of the country.

The President called for discourag-
ing the tendency to make unplanned
housing schemes lacking basic civic
amenities at all levels, adding that no
housing society should be approved
until it met all the codal formalities,
provided civic amenities, was envi-
ronment friendly and catered to the
needs of the lower segments of socie-
ty. He also called for promoting aes-
thetically pleasing construction in the
country, besides adopting green
building practices, including the pro-
motion of solarization and vegetation
on unutilized roofs in urban areas.

The President said that no society
could rise until it lifted its vulnerable
and poorer segments of the society out
of the poverty trap. He highlighted the
need for the public and private sectors
to join hands to bring innovative and
out-of-the-box solutions for the reha-
bilitation of the residents of Katchi
Abadis and resolving their issues.

He stated that Katchi Abadis suf-
fered from a lack of civic amenities

and were inhabitable, adding that
inclusive and poor-friendly develop-
ment should be promoted in the coun-
try so that no one was left behind and
the fruits of development reached all
segments of the population. The
President said that every eligible citi-
zen of the country should responsibly
take part in politics, and intelligently
vote for electing capable, efficient and
effective representatives. He said that
leadership should be capable of taking
the right decisions at the right time,
fighting against corruption and corrupt
practices, and expediting the decision-
making process via the state machin-
ery to lift people out of poverty.

The President said that government
policies should be targeted towards
creating an economic system with the
help of the private sector to ensure the
equitable distribution of precious
national resources to the underprivi-
leged segments of the population in
the underserved areas of the country.
He added that proactive steps should
be taken to ensure that less developed
areas of the country were brought at
par with other areas, instead of con-
centrating development activities and
initiatives in a few urban centres.

Printed and published by Mahmood Afridi at Moraka’s Printers, 27 Abdara Road, University Town, Peshawar. Managing Editor Jalil Afridi. Phone 0300 9009001



