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Father throws 2 kids into sea 

KARACHI (INP): A man threw his two
children into Karachi sea near Manora
after a quarrel with his wife. According
to police, the incident occurred in the
wee hours of Thursday when a man
threw his two children into sea near
Manora. Police have arrested the accu-
sed while search for two drowning chil-
dren was underway. In a statement, the
accused said that he threw his children
into sea over a quarrel with his wife.

Chinese envoy calls on FM
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador to
Pakistan Nong Rong paid a farewell call
on Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari. Views were exchanged on bilat-
eral relations and to enhance cooperation
in various sectors including CPEC. The
Foreign Minister commended the servic-
es of the outgoing Chinese Ambassador
and extended best wishes for his future
endeavors.
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ABU DHABI: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif meeting with UAE President Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi
expressing strong concern over the state
of the national economy has stressed
that the political parties need to hold
talks by rising above their differences.
In an exclusive interview with BBC, the
president termed it crucial to ‘lower the
political heat’ to avoid further deteriora-
tion of the economic situation in the
country.

President Alvi urged negotiations
among “all stakeholders”, including the
ruling coalition government and PTI.
He said differences were part of democ-
racy, however, it was crucial for all to

make united efforts to save the country
from economic collapse. “I am not
insisting about [holding talks with] PTI
chief Imran, but at least the political par-
ties should hold discussions, and after
that, the leaders can also meet,” he said.

He mentioned that in an earlier con-
sultation, Imran Khan had expressed
satisfaction over the nomination of
General Asim Munir as army chief. He,
however, said that he was not ‘broker-
ing any dialogue’ between Imran Khan
and the current army leadership. Calling
2023 an election year, the president said
the political parties should also negoti-
ate about it whether to hold the polls
sooner or later, plus or minus a few

months.
The president said that he had been

personally making efforts to reduce ten-
sion among stakeholders and termed
social media “a major reason” behind
the differences between Imran Khan
and former army chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa. He said undue importance
paid to social media resulted in misun-
derstandings and pointed out that “deci-
sion-making elements” in the country
failed to effectively handle social media.
“I have been trying to bring people
together to help them end their mistrust,
and I will continue to do so. It is my
constitutional responsibility to keep the
federation united,” he said.

Tough times demand dialogue
among political parties: President

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on
Thursday granted reprieve
for two months to Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) for holding intra-
party elections.

A five-member Comm-
ission, headed by Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sikandar Sultan
Raja, resumed the hearing
of the case regarding the
intra-party elections of the
political parties and direct-
ed the PML-N leadership to
hold intra party elections by
March 14 after hearing
arguments from the lawyer
of the political party. The
ECP then adjourned the
hearing of the case until
March 14.

The PML-N counsel said
the intra-party polls were
delayed due to some
unavoidable circumstances
as elections could not be
held as the PML-N
President and Secretary
General had gone abroad.
PML-N Secretary General
Ahsan Iqbal would return to
Pakistan from Geneva by
Jan 14, adding that the Party
was planning to hold elec-
tions on January 31. ECP

Punjab Member Babar
Bharwana remarked the
electoral symbol of the
Party would be withdrawn
if elections were not held by
Jan 31.

The CEC remarked that
the electoral body could
grant more time, if valid
reasons were submitted. He
also remarked that PML-N
should hold intra-party
polls. The ECP on January
5, had given the PML-N a
week to hold intra-party
elections with the warning
that the election symbol
allotted to the Party would
be withdrawn. As per the
record, the intra-party elec-
tion in the PML-N was due
by March 22 last year.

The Section 209 of the
Elections Act, 2017 says,
“Certification by the politi-
cal party; (1) A political
party shall, within seven
days from completion of the
intra-party elections, submit
a certificate signed by an
office-bearer authorized by
the Party head, to the com-
mission to the effect that the
elections were held in
accordance with the consti-
tution of the political party
and this act to elect the
office-bearers at the federal,

provincial and local levels,
wherever applicable.” 

Whereas, Sections 215
(4) of the Act state, “Where
a political party or combi-
nation of political parties,
severally or collectively,
fails to comply with the
provision of Section 209 or
Section 210, the commis-
sion shall issue to such
political party or parties a
notice to show cause as to
why it or they may not be
declared ineligible to obtain
an election symbol.”

Moreover, Section 215
(5) of the act reads, “If a
political party or parties to
whom show cause notice
has been issued under Sub-
section 4 fails to comply
with the provision of
Section 209 or Section 210,
the Commission may after
affording it or them an
opportunity of being heard,
declare it or them ineligible
to obtain an election symbol
for election to the
Parliament, provincial
assembly or a local govern-
ment, and the Commission
shall not allocate an elec-
tion symbol to such politi-
cal party or combination of
political parties in subse-
quent election.”

PML-N given two months’
time to hold intra-party polls

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister
Parvez Elahi signed the summary for the
dissolution of the provincial assembly,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Senior
Vice President Fawad Chaudhry
announced Thursday, calling on the cen-
tre to hold snap polls across the country.

"Elahi has signed the summary and
the advice has been sent to Punjab
Governor [Baligh-Ur-Rehman] and if
he does not sign on it in the next 48
hours, then in line with the
Constitution, then the assembly will
stand dissolved in the next 48 hours,"
the PTI leader told journalists in
Lahore. The decision to dissolve the
assembly was taken during a meeting

between the chief minister and PTI
Chairman Imran Khan at the latter's
Zaman Park residence, with senior
party leaders in presence.

The assembly wasn't dissolved earli-
er apparently due to a restriction from
the Lahore High Court (LHC), but
since Elahi won the legislative's confi-
dence once again, the bar was removed
as the case was withdrawn. The PTI
leader also announced that the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly would also be
dissolved in line with the party's "prom-
ise" to the people of leaving the legisla-
tive. 

"The KP Assembly will also be dis-
solved on a similar format a day after
tomorrow and we have fulfilled our

promise of going back to the people
[for seeking support]," he said. Fawad
said the PTI and its allies have proven
that despite all the pressure, they were
not "afraid" of going back to the people
for seeking votes as they had proven it
by stepping down from government in
both provinces.

He also announced that a letter
would be written to the Leader of the
Opposition in the Punjab Assembly
Hamza Shahbaz for the formation of a
caretaker government. After the com-
pletion of all the legal requirements,
elections will take place in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the next 90
days, the former federal minister
added.

CM Parvez Elahi signs summary
for dissolving Punjab Assembly

ABU DHABI (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday met the
UAE President Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan wherein the latter
agreed to roll over the
existing loan of US$ 2 bil-
lion and provide US$ 1 bil-
lion additional loan.

In the meeting took
place in Abu Dhabi during
prime minister’s two-day
visit, both sides agreed to
deepen the investment
cooperation, stimulate part-
nerships and enable invest-
ment integration opportuni-
ties between the two coun-
tries. Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed welcomed Prime
Minister Sharif to Abu
Dhabi and wished progress
and prosperity for Pakistan.

He praised the historical
relations between the two
nations and the valuable
contributions made by the
Pakistani community in the
UAE. The prime minister
thanked the UAE president
for inviting him to the
brotherly country. The two
leaders discussed the frater-
nal relations existing
between Pakistan and the
UAE; and explored ways
and means to further
strengthen these ties, espe-
cially in the fields of trade,
investment and energy.

The two leaders also had
an exchange of views on
regional and international
issues of mutual interest.
They also expressed satis-
faction over the pace of
steady progress in bilateral
relations. They agreed on the
importance of enhanced
bilateral exchanges and reg-
ular dialogue at all levels to
further solidify and provide
momentum to the relation-
ship. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif invited
Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed
for a state visit to Pakistan to
which he agreed. The dates
will be decided through
diplomatic channels.

UAE businessmen
show readiness to explore

investment potential of
Pakistan: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday said
that Pakistan had great
investment opportunities,
and the government was
taking all necessary steps to
facilitate investors. The
Prime Minister was talking
to a delegation of investors
and businessmen of the
United Arab Arab Emirates
(UAE), which called on
him here.

The delegation com-
prised Mohamed Hassan
Al-Suwaidi, Chief
Executive Officer of Abu
Dhabi Developmental
Holding Company (ADQ),
Syed Basar Shueb,
Managing Director of
International Holdings
Company (IHC) and others.
During the meeting, the
delegation was briefed with
regard to geo-economic
potential of Pakistan in the
areas of food and agricul-
ture, aviation, power, alter-
nate energy including solar
energy, financial services,
healthcare, industry, logis-
tics, real estate, tourism and
hospitality.

Mohammed Hassan Al-
Suwaidi showed interest in
expanding the ADQ’s glob-
al presence and readiness to
explore business and

investment potential of
Pakistan. ADQ is one of the
largest holding companies
in the Middle East region
with a diverse portfolio of
large enterprises covering
key sectors of the non-oil
economy of Abu Dhabi.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Minister for Finance
and Revenue Ishaq Dar,
Minister for Defence
Khawaja Asif, Minister for
Aviation Khawaja Saad
Rafique, Minister for
Investment Board Saalik
Hussain and senior govern-
ment officers.

PM thanks Japan:
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
thanked the government of
Japan for pledging US $ 88
million at the Geneva con-
ference for the recovery,
reconstruction and rehabili-
tation of the flood affected
areas of Pakistan.

“We acknowledge with a
sense of gratitude Japan’s
pledge of $ 88 million for
recovery, reconstruction
and rehabilitation of the
flood affected areas of
Pakistan,” the Prime
Minister said in a twitter
post. “The task is no doubt
challenging but with the
support of friends & part-
ners, we will accomplish it
for our people,” he added.

UAE agrees
to rollover $2b
loan, give $1b

Pakistan,
UAE agree
to boost ties
Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has met President of
United Arab Emirates
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan in Dubai, Minister
for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb said in a tweet.
The minister said that dur-
ing the meeting the
President of the UAE
agreed to rollover the exist-
ing loan of $ 2 billion and
provide $ 1 billion addi-
tional loan.

She said that the two
leaders expressed their sat-
isfaction on the continuous
progress in bilateral rela-
tions. The minister said that
the two leaders agreed on
the importance of bilateral
exchanges and regular dis-
cussions at all levels to fur-
ther strengthen bilateral
relations. 

Marriyum Aurangzeb
said that the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also invited
UAE President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed for
an official visit to Pakistan,
to which he agreed. The
minister said that the dates
of the visit would be decid-
ed through diplomatic
channels.

Pak, S Arabia
ink pact to
finance oil
derivatives

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
and the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia inked an agreement
on Thursday to finance oil
derivatives worth $1 bil-
lion, Economic Affairs
Ministry confirmed. The
development comes amid
news reports that Saudi
Arabia is augmenting plans
to increase the amount of
investment and deposit in
cash-strapped Pakistan
which is struggling with a
worsening currency crisis.

According to an official
statement, the agreement
was inked by Economic
Affairs Secretary Dr
Kazem Niaz, and Saudi
Fund for Development
(SFD) Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Sultan bin
Abdulrahman Al-Murshed.
Dr Niaz, speaking on the
occasion, revealed that the
pact was an extension of
previously signed agree-
ments in 2019 and 2021
valued at $4.44 billion to
finance oil derivatives in
Pakistan. Since its estab-
lishment, he said, the SFD
had supported more than 40
projects and programmes in
different development sec-
tors valued at approximate-
ly $1.4 billion.

‘All the programmes
were aimed at helping the
country achieve its sustain-
able development goals and
build a prosperous future,”
he added. For his part, SFD
CEO said that the agree-
ment emphasised the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s
commitment to continue
supporting the brotherly
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan. Islamabad's
efforts to shore up the coun-
try's forex reserves with the
help of Saudi Arabia —
amid a worsening currency
crisis — have started pay-
ing off as Riyadh is consid-
ering 'beefing up' its deposit
in the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) from $3 bil-
lion to $5 billion.
According to Saudi media,
Crown Prince Mohammad
Bin Salman earlier this
week directed his financial
officials to study increasing
the Pakistan deposit by $2
billion.

Saudi Arabia announces
$1 billion for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday said Saudi Arabia has always supported
Pakistan in difficult times. "Pakistan is grateful for the
announcement of $1 billion made by Saudi Arabia's
Prime Minister and Crown Prince of Mohammed bin
Salman for the rehabilitation of Pakistan's flood vic-
tims," the prime minister said.

Shehbaz Sharif expressed these views in a meeting
with the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Saudi
Fund Sultan Al Murshid, who led a four-member delega-
tion. The prime minister said Pakistan highly values
Saudi Arabia's assistance in the rehabilitation of flood
victims. During the meeting, various development proj-
ects of Saudi Arabia in Pakistan were also reviewed. The
meeting was attended by Finance Minister Ishaq Dar,
Law Minister Nazir Tarar, Adviser to Prime Minister
Ahad Cheema and senior officials.
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KARACHI (APP): Federal
Minister for Information
Technology and
Telecommunication, Syed
Amin ul Haque on
Thursday inaugurated the
first digital school of the
country in Orangi Town
area of Karachi. 

The Government Girls’
Secondary School Raees
Amrohi was adopted and
renovated by Telecom
Foundation Education
System as the first ever dig-
ital school of the country
under the vision of trans-
forming communities.
Federal IT Minister while
speaking at the occasion,
said that government was
working with a futuristic
vision of development and
prosperity of Pakistan and
several measures particu-
larly in information tech-
nology and telecommuni-
cation sectors were being
taken in this regard. 

He said that the first ever
digital school of the country
was opened in Orangi
Town, an under-developed
and under-served area of

Karachi, where students,
along with formal educa-
tion, would also be provided
training of market oriented
computer and coding skills
to enable them to join the
digital world and start earn-
ing well before completion
of their secondary level edu-
cation. The minister while
reiterating his commitment
with development of Orangi
Town and welfare of the
area residents, said that the
digital school would prove
another significant career
building opportunity for girl
students of Orangi Town. 

A campus of Virtual
University was already
working in the area and a
modern IT lab was devel-
oped at Moulvi Abdul Haq
School while CSS coaching
classes would also begin in
the next month, he said and
vowed that steps would be
taken to upgrade the digital
school to a graduation level
educational institute. 

The minister said, the
federal government has
sanctioned Rs.500 million
for development of Orangi

town and several schemes
would start to develop the
area, he said and added that
he has taken the matter of
extension of BRT Orange
Line up to Raees Amrohi
colony with CM Sindh who
consented to the proposal.

Amin ul Haque said that
work on Karachi IT Park had
already been kicked off and
completion of the project
would generate thousands of
employment opportunities
for youth in the metropolis.
The Centre of Excellence in
Karachi University, IT
Incubation Centre, steps for
promotion of gaming and
animation and other consid-
erate measures would further
strengthen the IT infrastruc-
ture and human resource in
the country, he said. 

Highlighting the major
achievements of IT Ministry,
he informed that 70 new
project of internet connectiv-
ity worth Rs.65 billion had
stated in far flanged and
under-served areas across
Pakistan. He added that tele-
density had swelled to over
90 percent and number of

mobile phone subscribers
reached at 197 million while
broadband coverage had
been expanded to 124 mil-
lion people. 

Under the policy of
affordable smart phone for
every citizen, local manu-
facturing of mobile phone
was allowed and now 29
companies including world
famous brands have started
production in Pakistan, he
said and added, we are
eyeing at availability of
smart phone at affordable
price range between Rs.15
to 20 thousand so that
every citizen could easily
buy a 4-G smart phone and
start online business.”
President and CEO
Telecom Foundation
Zomma Mohiuddin, while
speaking at the occasion,
expressed his commitment
to transformation of com-
munities into digitally
facilitated communities
and said that students of
the digital school will get
training of digital courses
and coding under Google
CS first program. 

KARACHI (APP): As many as 148 street
crime incidents have occurred in the juris-
diction of seven districts and 108 police
stations of the Karachi during the last 24
hours. The report shows that out of 148
cases of street crime, the district East
remained high with 46 cases followed by
22 cases in district Korangi. 

This has been disclosed in a 24-hour
crime situation report sent to Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah by
Additional IG Karachi Javed Ala Odho on
Thursday. According to the report, 148
cases of street crime have been reported in
the city, including 59 Mobile Phone / Cash
Snatching,  four Car Theft, 11 Motorcycle
Snatching, and 74 Motorcycle thefts.

Out of 148 street crime incidents, 46
happened in district East, 22 in Korangi,
nine in Malir, 28 in Central, 14 in West,
five in district City, 12 in South, and 12 in
Keamari. The street criminals during the
robbery injured three persons while resist-
ing the robbery. The injured citizens have
been identified as Javed s/o Niaz - in the
area of PS Site Super Highway District

East, Jameel s/o Abdul Aziz in the area of
PS Shah Faisal Colony, District Korangi
by stabbing, and Rozi Khan s/o Sher
Muhammad in the area of PS SITE-B,
District Keamari with a pistol.

The CM Sindh was told that the police
conducted seven encounters with street
criminals/ robbers; in which 10 Street
Criminals/Robbers were arrested in
injured condition and eight were held red-
handed. The police conducted four raids
/search operations in the area of Districts
East, Central, and District West in which
they arrested 199 accused, including 22
Street Criminals/Robbers, 14 vehicles
lifters, one Extortionist, 28 accused with
illicit weapons, 21 narcotics peddlers and
suppliers, and 113 in others crimes.

The Additional IG Karachi said in his
report that during the search operation 31
illicit pistols, 21 kilograms of Chars, 19
snatched Mobile phones, and 30 stolen
vehicles, one car, and 29 Motorcycles
were recovered. CM Sindh directed the
city police to continue combing operations
and bring the street under control.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: A meeting
was held at National Book
Foundation, Regional
office Karachi on January
12, 2023 among the three
institutions’ Head of the
Departments, Dr. Ghulam
Ali Mallah, Secretary,
IBCC Islamabad, Mr.
Qaiser Alam, Chairman
Federal Board of
Intermediate and
Secondary Education
Islamabad, Dr. Raja
Mazhar Hameed,
Managing Director,
National Book
Foundation Islamabad
and Regional Director,
Mr. Javed Memon, Higher
Education Commission,
Regional Center Karachi.

The following proposi-
tions were discussed at
length pertaining to edu-
cational facilitation under
one roof by providing:

a. Resource Center to
provide video-conferenc-
ing and other IT services
to all federal entities
working in the region at
one place.

b. Strengthening IT
Infrastructure with the
state of art facilities
including high-powered
computing facilities
where various learning
skills can be accessed to
build the capacity of
teachers of schools, col-
leges and universities.

c. The access to books
pertaining to fiction, non-
fiction, applied and pure
sciences to be made avail-
able for the public.

The same proposition
was floated to Honorable
Federal Minster for
Education and
Professional Training,
Rana Tanveer Hussain. 

After detailed discus-
sion consent was conced-

ed by Federal Minister for
the required proposition
and National Book
Foundation, Managing
Director, extended his
consent to give land for
the required proposition
for such a noble cause. 

This facilitation will go
along way for public util-
ity in relation to one win-
dow access towards
Higher Education
Commission and other
Departments of Ministry
of Federal Education and
Professional Training. 

This initiative would
further encourage the
provincial education
departments to align with
the polices of federal
Government. 

The Federal Minister
directed Higher Education
Commission to immedi-
ately submit the imple-
mentation plan for the
execution of the proposal.

24th meeting of
PHA BoD held

LAHORE (APP): Parks
and Horticulture Authority
(PHA) Lahore Board of
Directors (BoD) 24th meet-
ing was held here at PHA
Headquarters on Thursday
which was presided over by
Chairman Board of
Directors Engineer Yasir
Gilani. Vice Chairman
PHA Hafiz Zeeshan
Rasheed and other mem-
bers of the Board of
Directors also participated. 

On the occasion, DG
PHA Zeeshan Javaid gave a
briefing to the members of
the Board,while minutes of
the 23rd Board Meeting
and steps taken to launch
PHA's helpline number
"1399", were approved. 

In the meeting, the agen-
da of extension of work
charge and contract
employees was discussed.

Four dead,
873 injured
in 854 RTCs
LAHORE (APP): At least
four people were killed
while 873 others sustained
injuries in 854 road traffic
crashes (RTCs) in all 37
districts of Punjab during
the last 24 hours.

Out of this, 422 people
were seriously injured who
were shifted to different hos-
pitals. Whereas, 451 minor
injured victims were treated
at the incident site by rescue
medical teams said a
spokesperson for Rescue
1122 on Thursday.  Further,
the analysis showed that 444
drivers, 28 underage driv-
ers,103 pedestrians and 330
passengers were among the
victims of these road acci-
dents. The statistics showed
that 238 accidents were
reported in Lahore which
affected 240 people placing
the provincial capital at top
of the list followed by 65 in
Faisalabad with 63 victims
and at third Multan with 61
RTCs and 62 victims.

Six development
schemes approved
LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Provincial
Development Working Party
approved six development
schemes for health and edu-
cation sectors with an esti-
mated cost of Rs 6,007.929
million here on Thursday.
The schemes were approved
in the 39th meeting of the
Provincial Development
Working Party (PDWP) of
the current fiscal year 2022-
23 presided over by Secretary
Planning & Development
Board Dr Sohail Anwar.

The approved develop-
ment schemes included the
purchase of ventilators for a
tertiary care hospital in
Punjab at the cost of Rs
864.000 million, the provi-
sion of CyberKnife technol-
ogy/equipment for Nishtar
Hospital, Multan at the cost
of Rs 1,572.750 million, the
provision of Linear
Accelerator with Allied
Health Facilities for Cancer
treatment in Aziz Bhatti
Shaheed Hospital, Gujrat at
the cost of Rs 1,300.000
million, provision of CT
Angiography Machine for
Punjab Institute of
Cardiology, Lahore, at the
cost of Rs 450.000 million
and Establishment of
Government Graduate
College for Women,
Sikandria Colony, Sodiwal,
Lahore at the cost of Rs
521.179 million. All mem-
bers of the Planning &
Development Board,
provincial secretaries of
concerned departments, and
other senior representatives
of the relevant departments
also attended the meeting.

148 street crime incidents
occurred, 199 held

Federal IT Minister inaugurates
country’s first ever digital school

LAHORE (APP): Chief Minister Punjab
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi chaired a meeting
at his office to review the law and order
situation in the province.

Additional Chief Secretary (Home)
Capt. (retd) Asadullah Khan, IG Police
Aamir Zulfiqar and Principal Secretary
to CM Muhammad Khan Bhatti attend-
ed the meeting. The CM appreciated the
improvement in the general law and
order situation in the province, adding
that all resources were being provided

to protect the life and property of the
people.

The safety of the people was a priority,
he stressed and directed that indiscrimi-
nate action should be continued against
criminals. Crackdown should be done
indiscriminately against elements display-
ing arms, he said.

Indiscriminate action should be taken
on arms display and the law prohibiting
the display of weapons should be strictly
implemented, he added.

CM chairs law
and order meeting

LAHORE (APP): The
Inspector General Police
(IGP) Punjab Aamir Zulfiqar
Khan visited various branch-
es of the Central Police
Office here on Thursday. The
IG Punjab reviewed the
working of various branches
including Secret, Discipline,
Training and Welfare and
inquired about the perform-
ance of office affairs from
the branch heads.

The IG Punjab said that
increasing efficiency of
police employees and pro-
viding them with the best
working environment was
my first priority.  He said that
the staff of IG Punjab should
perform the office duties
with hard work, dedication
and spirit of public service.
He warned the officers and
employees, and said that
delay in action or correspon-
dence regarding citizens'
problems would not be toler-
ated at any level, so they

should complete their daily
work with full dedication.
Aamir Zulfiqar Khan direct-
ed the AIG admin to com-
plete all the development
projects in CPO within the
stipulated time and there
should be no compromise on
the quality of work.

The IG Punjab listened
to the problems of employ-
ees performing their duties
in various branches and
issued orders on the spot
for its resolution. The
employees expressed their
gratitude to the IG Punjab
for the immediate resolu-
tion of their problems and
vowed to work more dili-
gently. The IG Punjab
expressed dissatisfaction
regarding the cleaning
arrangements in the CPO
building and directed to
take further measures in
this regard. He also direct-
ed to conduct mock exer-
cises for improving securi-

ty arrangements. During
the visit, Additional IG
Welfare and Finance, AIG
Development and AIG
Admin briefed IG Punjab
about various ongoing
development works at dif-
ferent floors of CPO build-
ing. The IG Punjab direct-
ed that offices should be
upgraded according to mod-
ern working standards, so
that the staff can perform
their duties in the best envi-
ronment. The IG Punjab
said that supervisory offi-
cers should use all available
resources for the welfare of
the subordinate force, espe-
cially the constabulary, driv-
ers, security personnel and
lower rank employees and
other staff. On this occasion,
Additional IGs Training,
Logistics and Procurement,
DIGs Operations and
Headquarters along with
other officers were also
present.

UNODC delegation
meets IGP Punjab: A dele-
gation of the United
Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) met
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Punjab Aamir
Zulfiqar Khan at the Central
Police Office on Thursday
and discussed training of
staff, posted at the women
and juvenile facilitation
centre Gujranwala. 

Court Notice

I
N the Court of Saima
Ehsan Civil Judge
II/Allaqa Qazi Buner at

Daggar.
Case No. 363/1.

Institution 5/1/2022. Date
of hearing. 25/1/2023. Said
Bakht Shah VS
Mohammad Rishad Khan
etc. Notice to no.17.Israr
s/o Sher Aziz Khan resi-
dent of Torwarsak.
27.Khan Zada. 28.Nor
Zada sons of Chari.
24/2.Gul Sher Khan.
24/4.Mohammad Sher
Khan. 24/6.Sahib Roz
Khan sons of Nowsher
Khan resident of
Torwarsak tehsel Daggar
district Buner. Whereas in
the above mentioned case
the mentioned defendants
can not be served in the
ordinary way, it is, there-
fore, proclaimed  that if the
said defendants will/shall
not appear personally or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8.30 am dated
25/1/2023 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and
seal of this Court.

Court Notice

I
N the Court of District
Judge/Zilla Qazi Buner
at Daggar. Appeal

No.2/12(2).
Institution 10/3/2022.

Date of hearing.
20/1/2023. Amer Wahid
VS Mohammad Muner.
Notice to no. 20.Pakhirul
Rehman son of Karay.
21.Wala daughter of
Umbaras resident of
Malakpur tehsel Gadezai
district Buner. Whereas in
the above mentioned case
the mentioned defendants
can not be served in the
ordinary way, it is, there-
fore, proclaimed  that if the
said defendants will/shall
not appear personally or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8.30 am dated
20/1/2023 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and
seal of this Court.

IG Punjab pledges to provide 
best working environment

Meeting held at National
Book Foundation

Drug Regulatory
Authority fixes prices
of life-saving drugs

LAHORE (PPI): The Drug
Regulatory Authority of
Pakistan (DRAP) has fixed
prices of 20 different life-
saving drugs, it emerged
Thursday. The drugs which
prices are fixed are used for
treating cancer drugs,
AIDS and blood pressure
(different mgs). The DRAP
has released a formal noti-
fication regarding fixation
of medicine prices after
getting approval from the
federal cabinet. 

According to the notifi-
cation, the price of drug
treating lungs cancer was
fixed at Rs172,320. The
price of breast cancer med-
icine was set at Rs199,741.
Moreover, Xlatan tablet
50mcg eye drops price was
fixed at Rs1,519. 



F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Directorate
of Youth Affairs and Fri-
ends of Paraplegics jointly
organized an art competi-
tion titled “Art For All” at
Paraplegic Center Pes-
hawar for the artists of the
entire province, including
the merged districts. It was
formally inaugurated by
Director Youth Affairs Irfan
Ali and Chief Executive
Paraplegic Center Pesh-
awar Dr. Ilyas Syed.

On this occasion, Dire-
ctor Youth Affairs said that
his department has always
been trying to give the

youth of the province an
opportunity to highlight
their potentials through var-
ious positive activities and
at the same time take full
care of the disabled youth
too. He said that through
sports and other events, dis-
abled youth are encouraged
to move forward in life and
society.

Dr. Muhammad Ilyas
Syed appreciated the efforts
of the organizers for such a
successful program to
develop the creative capa-
bilities of the youth, espe-
cially the disabled. 

He said that Friends of
Paraplegics has always
tried to provide ample

opportunities to the youth
to develop their hidden
abilities especially those
with physical disabilities. 

He said that Friends of
Paraplegics is not only
fighting for the rights of
disabled people across the
province but their efforts
have brought a lot of
changes and awareness
across Pakistan and now
they have also taken up the
responsibility of promoting
the neglected sector of arts. 

Over 26 artists from
across the province partici-
pated in the competition
while a large number of
students and people from
different fields participated
in the event and appreciated
this wonderful effort.

On this occasion, cash
prizes were given to the wi-
nning artists, in which one
category was for people
with disabilities and one for
physically healthy people. 

Director FIA Abdul
Rahman Khan, Assistant
Commissioner Peshawar
Rao Muhammad Hashim,
Deputy Director Youth

Affairs Hamidullah Khan,
District Youth Officer Sajid
Afridi, Social Media Acti-
vist Yousuf Jan Uthmanzai,
Deputy Director Afghan
Commissionerate Kifayat-
ullah and various People
belonging to NGOs and
welfare organizations also
participated in large num-
ber. Sidra Saeed Qazi, also
participated who is para-
lyzed from the neck down
and disabled on both hands,
is an excellent artist. 

The participants of the
competition thanked the
Friends of Paraplegics and
the Department of Youth
Affairs for organizing the
“Art for All” festival at the
Paraplegic Center Pesh-
awar, wherein spinal cord
injury victims were taught
how to start life in a new
way despite their disability. 

The artists who came
first in two different cate-
gories were awarded prize
of 25/25 thousand rupees
each, while the second and
third position artists were
awarded Rs15, 15 and 10,
10 thousands rupees
respectively.

In the event, the book
launching of some disabled
writers were also per-
formed, including Captain
Asifullah Khan’s motiva-
tional book “Flying High
with Broken Wings” writ-
ten on a smart phone by the
paralyzed finger of Captain
Asifullah Khan and Umar
Khan Umar’s Pashto poetry
book “Sata Da Khamsi
Tarjumani koma”.

Engr Irfan, the spirit of
the program, thanked the
government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa saying that
the entire society should
take steps for the promotion
of art like other fields for
the benefit of people with
disabilities.

PESHAWAR (APP): On
the directives of the provin-
cial president, PPP Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Najmuddin
Khan, the provincial presi-
dent People’s Doctor
Forum (PDF), Dr Nisar
Khan has announced cabi-
nets for five districts.

According to a press
release issued here on
Thursday, Dr Hussain has
been nominated as presi-
dent for district Kohat while
Nigar, Dr Farid, Dr Murtaza
Ali, Dr Muhsib Afridi and
Dr Ijad Ali as Senior Vice
President, Vice President,
General Secretary,
Information and Finance
Secretaries respectively.

Bannu: Dr Safdar Zaman
(President), Dr Ahmad
Faraz (Senior Vice Presi-
dent), Dr Naveed Pervez
(Vice president), Dr Moha-
mmad Zubair (General

Secretary), Dr Zeeshan
(Press & Information Secr-
etary), Dr Fawad Khattak
(Coordination Secretary)
and Dr Azmat Wazir as
Joint Secretary.

Similarly, Dr Bar and Dr
Safdar have been nominat-
ed as president and general
secretary for district Karak
while Zuhaibullah, Dr
Mashkatullah and Dr Faisal
Masroor have been nomi-
nated as vice president,
deputy general secretary
and Press & Information
Secretary for the district.

For tribal District
Khyber, Dr Fahimullah and
Dr Rehman Shah have been
nominated as president and
general secretary while Dr
Noor Faraz, Dr Naveed
Afridi, Dr Mirwais, Dr
Imran Afridi and Awais
Wali as vice president,
deputy general, finance and

Coordination secretaries
respectively.

For district D.I. Khan,
Dr Faridullah and Dr
Mohammad Rehan have
been nominated as presi-
dent and general secretary
while Dr Jamaluddin, Dr,
Badshah Noor and Dr
Ansar Ahmad as vice presi-
dent, deputy general secre-
tary and Information
Secretary respectively.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Federal Ombudsman
Office has enhanced its capacity to address
over 160,000 cases in 2022. The
Ombudsman office resolved these cases
by consuming innovative measures and
adopting simple procedures, resultantly
50% more complaints were handled dur-
ing the year without taking additional
budget or employing human resources.
This was stated by the Hon’ble Federal
Ombudsman Mr. Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi
while talking to the heads of different
agencies and media in a press conference
held at WMS regional office, Peshawar. 

He said that there was 100% increase
recorded in online disposal of cases.
Hearings of complaints were also conduct-
ed online when requested by the com-
plainants with the vision to provide justice
at doorstep, he added. He further said that
performance targets for the Investigating
Officers and Advisors have been enhanced
to more than 100% during 2022. He said
that speedy and inexpensive justice was
ensured through frequent inspections of
public service organizations and conduct-
ing Khuli Katchehries through the 17
Regional Offices around the country. 

He said that the Wafaqi Mohtasib
evinced special focus to Overseas
Pakistanis and 133% increase was record-

ed in disposal of their cases during 2022
through improvement in service delivery.
He said that to approaching the far flung
areas, four more regional offices and two
Complaint Collection Centres have been
opened at Mirpurkhas, Khuzdar, Swat,
Kharan, Sadda District Kurram and Wana
(South Waziristan). 

He further stated that people’s trust has
immensely increased resulting in a dra-
matic increase in the registration of com-
plaints and complaints worth over Rs.3
billion were addressed by this office dur-
ing the last year, otherwise these cases
would have added burden to the civil
courts. He said that Government expendi-
ture per complainant in disposing of com-
plaint through Wafaqi Mohtasib construes
negligible amount, thus it the most cost-
effective way of providing relief to the
common man.
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PESHAWAR (APP):
Inspector General Prisons
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Saadat Hassan Thursday
visited Hamza Foundation
Welfare (HFW) Hospital
and distributed gifts among
child patients.

During visit, he was
briefed about the services
and facilities being provid-
ed to patient in the hospital.
He was told that free facili-

ties including blood trans-
fusion facilities are being
provided to patients suffer-
ing from various blood
related ailments.

IGP prisons also visited
different sections of the
hospital including tha-
lassemia and hemophilia
ward, laboratory and blood
bank. He also distributed
gifts among children and
met with their families.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Qaumi Watan Party (QWP)
started work on organizing
a party at gross-root level in
district Peshawar.

In this connection, a
meeting of the party was
held with Shakeel
Waheedullah Khan in the
chair, said a press release
issued here on Thursday.

Besides, Central Joint

Secretary, Hasham Raza
Advocate and provincial
vice chairman, Syed Fay-
yaz Ali Shah, Qazi Asad,
Bilal Mohammadzai, Abid
Afridi, Hameedullah, Moh-
ibullah and Yadar Yous-
afzai, other workers of the
youth wing also attended.

The participants of the
meeting held consultation on
matters relating to the youth

wing of the party in provin-
cial assembly constituency
PK-81 and tasked youth to
complete organization.

The participants also
decided to begin organiza-
tion making from the gross-
root level and also reviewed
the acceleration of making
organizational setup for
women and non-Muslim
communities in the city.

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench comprising of Chief
Justice Peshawar High
Court (PHC) Justice Qaiser
Rashid and Justice Ijaz
Anwar ordered district
administration, tehsil mun-
icipal administration, pub-
lic health engineering and
Peshawar electricity supply
company to address prob-
lems regarding provision of
electricity and water to
Botanical Garden Azakhail,
on Thursday.

During hearing Additio-
nal Advocate General Syed
Sikandar Shah University
of Peshawar (UOP) lawyer
Wasim-u-Din Advocate,

law officer Riaz Ali Khan,
Director Botanical Garden
Dr. Asad and Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Qurat-ul-Ain Wazir appe-
ared before court.

Deputy Secretary Higher
Education Department
(HED) informed that a
summary of Rs54.44 mil-
lion is concluded by
Secretary HED which will
be utilized for rehabilitation
of Botanical Garden
Azakhel of UOP. He added
that the summary is ready
and it should be finalized
within one month.

In the meantime, Chief
Justice observed whatever
the circumstances and situ-
ation but restore Botanical

Garden immediately bec-
ause it is necessary.

Additional Advocate
General Syed Sikandar
Shah informed that district
administration and TMA is
working for provision of
water to the garden but
requested court to order
public health engineering
and PESCO provision of
electricity and availability
of tube well respectively.

The divisional bench
comprising of Chief Justice
PHC Justice Qaiser Rashid
and Justice Ijaz Anwar
ordered all concerned
authority to cooperate with
Botanical garden’s admin-
istration and adjourned fur-
ther hearing.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
provincial government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
decided to provide 200
bags of flour to every
Neighbourhoods and
Village Councils of the dis-
trict on a daily basis.

It was announced during
a meeting regarding judi-
cious distribution of the
official flour held here with
Commissioner Peshawar
Division, Riaz Khan
Mehsud in the chair.

The meeting was held on
the special directives of the
Chief Minister Mahmood
Khan. Besides, MNAs,
MPAs and their representa-

tives, the administrative
officers of the district
administration and Food
Department also attended.

The participants of the
meeting were told that
67000 bags of 10-kilogram
are being supplied to 704
dealers on daily basis and
on public complaints the
quota of 84 atta dealers has
been cancelled and stern
legal action against them is
in process.

For bringing an end to
irregularities and unneces-
sary dealers, the meeting
decided simplification and
judicious distribution of the
official flour.

Under the new policy all
Neighbourhood and Village
Councils of the district
would be supplied 200 bags
of the commodity on a
daily basis. For each
Neighbourhood and Village
Councils, the MPA con-
cerned will nominate a
dealer for the distribution
of the official subsidized
flour and instead of 50 to
60 bags they will be provid-
ed 200 bags on a daily
basis.

The officers of district
administration and food
department will ensure the
provision of official flour
on official rate to all 346

Neighbourhood and Village
Councils of the district.

The officers of district
administration and Food
Department will monitor
the operation of flour distri-
bution and dealers and take
stern action against the vio-
lators of the official rate.

Addressing the meeting,
Commission Peshawar
Riaz Khan Mehsud
expressed satisfaction over
decline in the prices of
flour and beside the aboli-
tion of artificial flour crisis
also directed for judicious
distribution and stern
action against hoarders and
profiteers.

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan administering oath to newly
elected cabinet of Swat Press Club and Union of Journalists.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali presiding
over 32th BOG meeting of IM Sciences at Governor’s House.

PESHAWAR: Director General Press Information Department Peshawar
Ashfaq Ahmad Khalil presenting certificate to SD PBC Iffat Jabbar.

Federal Ombudsman
Office addressed over

160000 complaints

SMC participants visit SEZ
PESHAWAR (APP): As part of the study tour the partic-
ipants of 32nd Senior Management Course (SMC) visit-
ed Rashakai Special Economic Zone, the other day, said
a press release issued here on Thursday. The delegation
was received by the Chief Commercial Officer Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Economic Zones Development and
Management Company (KP-EZDMC), Adil Salahuddin
and team of the Special Economic Zones and China
Pakistan Economic Corridor Projects team.

Police foil
smuggling bid
PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Police have foiled
smuggling of 36 stolen
mobile phones and 1400
STC tablets to Afghanistan
and arrested an accused,
said a press release issued
here on Thursday.

On a tip, Khyber Police
carried out checking at
Machni Check Post on Pak-
Afghan Highway and inter-
cepted a truck of Afghan-
Transit Truck bearing reg-
istration No.Z 7843 and
during search recovered 36
different varieties of
mobile phone sets, 1400
STC tablets and various
items of medicines.

The accused/driver,
Rafiullah was arrested from
the spot and the mobile
phone sets, STC tablets and
medicines were taken into
official possession.

Support to
Drug Free
Campaign
extended

PESHAWAR (APP): Cen-
tral Peace Committee
Peshawar announced full
cooperation to the ongoing
‘Drug Free Peshawar’ cam-
paign on Thursday.

In a statement issued
here, chairman of CPC,
Mujeeb-ur-Rehman com-
mended the efforts of the
Chief Secretary, Commis-
sion Peshawar and other
institutions for eradication
of the menace of narcotics.

He said that in a very
short period,
Commissioner Peshawar,
Riaz Khan Mehsud has
made big achievements in
the eradication of narcotics
through creating awareness
amongst the youth about
the menace.

He urged the residents
and all civil society to join
hands with the government
agencies in this holy war
against narcotics to protect
our coming generation
from it.

CTP arrests
over 1000 in
crackdown,
says CTO

PESHAWAR (APP): City
Traffic Police (CTP) Pes-
hawar have arrested 1012
people in an anti-encroach-
ment crackdown during the
period of last one month,
said a press release issued
here on Thursday.

It said that on the direc-
tives of the Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO) Peshawar,
Shehzada Omar Abbas
Babar, the personnel of
traffic police carried out an
awareness campaign for
voluntary removal of
encroachments, but they
failed to remove them.

So, the personnel of traf-
fic police launched a crack-
down against those erecting
encroachments in Board
Bazaar, Cantonment,
Bacha Khan Chowk, City,
Kohat Road, Dalzak Road,
Sabzi Mandi and G.T. Road
and arrested 1012 persons
and also imposed cash
penalty on them.

Similarly, 199 Suzuki
vans were also fined for
uploading and download-
ing commuters on road
sides while 240 motorcy-
clists were also fined for
parking their vehicles in
no-parking zone.

DR Jatindar
meet

Governor
PESHAWAR (APP): The
president of minority section
of Young Pharmacists
Community, Dr Jatindar
Singh called on Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Haji
Ghulam Ali here at the
Governor’s House and dis-
cussed with him matters per-
taining to the pharmacists.

A press release said on
Thursday that the Governor
assured Dr Jatindar that
issues faced by the young
pharmacists will be addre-
ssed on a priority basis.

He further said that he
would soon meet with the
delegation of Young Phar-
macists Community and a
detailed discussion would
be made on issues faced by
the pharmacists’ communi-
ty. The Governor assured
that all efforts would be
made to address the issues
of the community.

Engineer Arif
named as new
PESCO CEO

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Engineer
Arif Mahmood Saduzai has
been appointed as the new
Chief Executive Officer of
Peshawar Electric Supply
Company. 

He took charge of his
post on Thursday. His
appointment has been
approved by the federal
government.

Rs361.2m
funds released
for affectees

PESHAWAR (APP): Pro-
vincial Disaster Manag-
ement Authority (PDMA)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
released fund of Rs.361.2
million under heads of
cash assistance and ration
for North Waziristan
affectees of Operation
Zarb-e-Azb. 

According to a press
release issued form
Director General PDMA,
Ashraf Hussain here on
Thursday about 18000 reg-
istered and verified
affectees would receive
their share of released
amount through SIM card
messaging in two days.

It was said that the
released amount is 101th
installment of funds that
was issued monthly for
the affectees of Zarb-e-
Azb that have not yet
returned to their native
areas. The affectees also
include about 10,000 fam-
ilies that have been
returned from Afghanistan
through Ghulam Khan
Border and their verifica-
tion has been completed
by NADRA.

The affected families are
being given amount of
Rs.12000 as financial assis-
tance and Rs.8000 for
ration. About 18000 fami-
lies of Tehsil Datta Khel,
North Waziristan have not
returned while more than
100,000 families have been
rehabilitated.

Govt decides provision of 200
bags flour to each NC&VC

‘Art for All’ Competition at
Paraplegic Center inaugurated

Botanical Garden
case: PHC orders

to rehabilitate 

QWP begins organization

PDF announces cabinets
for five KP districts

IG Prisons visits
HFW Hospital
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Tribesman
seeks justice

F.P. Report

LANDI KOTAL:
Resident of Mirdad
Khel village of Landi
Kotal has alleged the
police officials of favor-
ing his opponent in a
land dispute case and
demanded of the
authorities to take
departmental action
against them.
Addressing to a press
conference held here in
Landi Kotal press club
on Thursday Fazal
Karim said that since
long they had land dis-
pute with his co-tribes-
men namely Honar
Wali, Daraz Ali and
presently the case was
under process in the
civil court of Landi
Kotal and it issued stay
order on the construc-
tion work in the disput-
ed land. However his
opponent who was rich
and an influential per-
son started building
work in the undecided
territory. When he
approached the local
police station to materi-
alize the stay order, they
for one reason or anoth-
er refused to make the
court order effective.
He accused them of
contempt of court and
said the police collected
illicit money from his
opponent and let him
continue the construc-
tion work. He demand-
ed of the police highup
to provide him justice
by stopping work at the
disputed piece of land
as he could not bear
influence of the power-
ful person. When
Additional Station
House Officer (SHO)
Landi Kotal police sta-
tion Azmat wali
Shinwari was contacted
on the matter he said
that they strictly fol-
lowed the order of the
court and never thought
of contempt of court.
Regarding the case he
said that last day on the
direction of the court he
sent police persons
accompanied by bellieff
at the spot for necessary
process and after it no
one approached him for
any legal action.

Anit-polio drive
launched
F.P. Report

BUNER: The Deputy
Commissioner Shahid
Ali Khan on Thursday
administered polio
frops and vitamin A to
kids and  formally
launched polio drive in
Buner district. The DC
shared that total 19700
kids under 5 years of
age would be vaccinat-
ed through 722 teams
of  trained  polio work-
ers t during this cam-
paign. On the occasion
DPO Salahuden
Kundi.ADC Akhtar
Nawaz,ADC Latiefur
Rehman,DHO Dr.Qazi
Afsar,WHO representa-
tive Dr
F a r m a n u l l a h , E P I
Coordinator Dr.Lal
Bacha,DHQ hospital
Daggar DMS
Dr.Farooq Khan,DSP
Roshan Zada and other
member of the DPEC.
DC told  media persons
that polio cases in the
merged districts were
posed threats to kids.
The DC appealed
Public for supporting
polio workers to
achieve the task suc-
cessfully.

Campaign
launched
F.P. Report

SWABI: Local police,
district administration
and social welfare
department here
Thursday launched a
campaign to provide
assistance to drug
addicts and shift them
to rehabilitation center
for treatment. Teams of
police, administration
and social welfare
department visited var-
ious areas of the dis-
trict and rounded up
thirty two drug addicts.
They were later sent to
rehabilitation center
under the supervision
of District Social
Welfare Officer, Zafar
Khan. It is worth men-
tioning that joint cam-
paign has launched to
rehabilitate drug
addicts, provide them
treatment and enable
them to become a use-
ful part of society.
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F.P. Report

LOWER DIR:  It continued
to rain for the third consec-
utive day in the plains of
Lower Dir and Upper Dir
here on Thursday while the
hills in parts of both the dis-
tricts received more snow-
fall, residents said. They
said the snowfall continued
at Lowari Top, Kumrat,
Doog Dara, Ganshal,
Barawal Top in Upper Dir
and Shahi, Laram Top,
Kalpani, Sheen Ghar and
Asman Banda in Lower
Dir. Around two feet snow-
fall was reported in the
Qulandai area near the
Lowari Tunnel.

The district administra-
tion has directed the
motorists to use snow
chains while passing
through the tunnel. The res-
idents remained confined to
their houses in the hilly
areas due to heavy snowfall
and severe cold. The power
supply remained disrupted
in most of the upper parts
of Lower and Upper Dir.
Several link roads leading
to Doog Dara, Guldai vil-
lage and Ganshal remained
blocked either to heavy
snowfall or land sliding.
The Upper Dir administra-
tion cleared the roads for
vehicular traffic but the res-
idents complained the

roads were again closed.
The snowfall also con-

tinued at the Laram Top
and Shahi Top in Lower Dir
on Thursday attracting a
large number of local visi-
tors to enjoy the scene.

The Lower Dir deputy
commissioner Muhammad
Zubair Khan Niazi mean-
while directed the assistant
commissioner Samarbagh
Suhail Khan and KPHA
engineer Aurang Zeb to
clear the Shahi Top road for
vehicular traffic by remov-
ing the snow from the road.
The road leading to the top
remained closed due to
heavy snow for the last two
days.

Local farmers expressed
pleasure over the recent
spell of rain and said it
would have good effects on
the growing wheat crops in
the area. The
Meteorological department
forecast more rain and
snowfall in Dir on
Thursday night and Friday
(today). 

Talking to this reporter
the farmers said the wheat
and other standing crops
needed rain as there had
been no rains for the last
one month. They said the
recent snowfall would also
add to the underground
water tab in wells in the
plain areas.

Snowfall in
hilly areas of
Dir continues

Hafiz Aziz-ur-Rehman

HAFIZABAD: The Chief
Minister of Punjab is treat-
ing Hafizabad district like a
step mother after inducting
the district Hafizabad in
newly created Gujrat
Division and rights of the
people of the district
Hafizabad are being denied.
This was stated by the
President Awami Mahaz
Hafizabad, (a social organi-
sation working for protec-
tion of people rights) Rana
Khalid Mehmood while
addressing a meeting of the
organisation.

He said that the Punjab
government was started
recruitment of police cops in
Gujrat Division and only 20
posts were given to district
Hafizabad which was facing
shortage of cops already
while 500 posts were given
to district Mandi Bahauddin
and 182 to district Gujrat
where existing posts of cops
were much more than the
district Hafizabad which is
showing obvious discrimi-
nation with the distinct
Hafizabad.

He said that this injustice
of the Punjab government
was prevailed unrest among

people of the district where-
as the meeting was declared
that spending of Rs. 500 bil-
lion in Gujrat and Mandi
Bahauddin districts was also
a open injustice with other
districts of the Punjab
province including
Hafizabad which would be
caused prevailing séance of
deprivation among the
masses. The meeting
demanded the Chief
Minister of the Punjab
Chaudhary Pervez Elahi to
review his decision and dis-
tributed posts of cops and
development funds equally
among all districts of the
Gujrat Division and other
districts.

Wheat quota increased:
In order to ensure provision
of wheat flour to people in
abundance, the quota of
wheat for flour mills has
been enhanced on the spe-
cial directions of the Chief
Minister Punjab while now
numbers of 10 kg flour bags
have also increased from
8673 to 9640 on daily basis
in the district. This was stat-
ed by the Deputy Com-
missioner Touqeer Ilyas
Cheema while reviewing
demand and supply of flour
wheat in the district.

‘Elahi behavior
with Hafizabad

like step-mother’

Tolaram Suthar

M
R. Bharu Mal Amrani, who
is the writer of this book, is
a renowned researcher and

historian. He has written on the peo-
ple, their traditions and folk wisdom
of Tharparkar in his unique way. He
used to write continuously regarding
Thar. His many books on
Tharparkar have been published.
This book “The Folk Wisdom of
Thar” is a unique scientific and
research effort, in which the folk
wisdom of Thar has been highlight-
ed in detail. This book is consisting
of eleven chapters, preface is written
by Dr. Abdul Aziz Rahmani, who
himself is a famous researcher of
Umarkot.

The book is published by Civil
Society Support Program, a famous
NGO having its head office in
Hyderabad. The Chief Executive
Officer CSSP Mr. Noor Muhammad
Bajeer on behalf of organization writes
in Publisher’s Note, that CSSP has
worked on compilation of history of
the region alongwith other its other
social activities. The organization
wants to connect the society with the
high values of its past through activi-
ties that highlight civilization, culture
and folk wisdom. He writes that the
high values and traditions of the past
guarantee tolerance in the society. One
of the reasons for the current chaos and
anxiety in our society is that we have
been become cut-off from the glorious
traditions and values of the past.

The author of the book, Mr. Bharu
mal Amrani writes that he belongs to
an artist tribe Thar “Suthar tribe”. The
folk wisdom has been left behind from
the generation to generation. The topic
of first chapter is “The Folkore of Thar
and its Importance”, in this chapter
many points of folk wisdom, which are
related to natural calamities, are dis-
cussed briefly. These points emphasize
the management and protection of
community people in modern times,
these all points are present in Thar’s
folklore. For example: participatory
society, Better guidance, accurate
assessments of natural disasters, live-
stock management, sustainable agri-
cultural practices, construction of dis-
aster resilience houses, public aware-
ness system, relief and rehabilitation
activities. Thus, on the one hand, the
traditions of purity of relationships are
strong in Thar, while birds and animals
are being loved and cared. All Hindu
festivals in Thar are associated with the
seasons. During the season, fairs are
held at the shrines of saints and sadhus,
who promote tolerance, brotherhood,
cultural diversity in Thar.

In the chapter of Signs, predictions

of forecast and Natural Disasters in
Thar, it is described that how people of
Thar live close to nature, who under-
stand what is happening in nature and
what is going to happen in near future.
The signs like sudden changes in
sounds, movements and body color of
wildlife and livestock let them know
what is going to happen in nature, Such
folk wisdom is called omen. There are
good and bad omens. During the time
of sunset a star appears in the west. If
in the month of Sawan the star does not
rise then such omen is considered as
sign of famine. They say that if your
palm gets itchy you will get money.
Itchy feet are considered as an omen of
travel. Dozens of such beautiful cou-
plets mention finding omens and relics
in the folkore of Thar.

In next chapter of Cattle’s care and
treatment of animal disease in Thar, he
has described that Thar is originally the
land of Gauchar (the grazing land), the
rich man is called Bhagyo (lucky per-
son). The people of Thar mark their
cattle according to their communities
in order to know the cattle having any
mark belongs to which community.
There are many folk cerebral people of
Thar, who easily recognize the feet of
their thousands of cattle. If any person
drinks milk, he understands that that is
cow, buffalo, goat or camel’s milk. In
the end of this chapter the writer has
written about famous cerebral people
of Thar including Abdul Rauf
Halepoto, who treats cattle with folk
wisdom in Thar, Ama Salimat,
Mehran, Gul Muhammad, Allah
Warayo, Asghar Nohrio, Kanji Suthar,
Fazil Soomro, Bhamro Joshi, and Ama
Maan Bai.

The next chapter is on Agriculture,
trees, plants, wildlife, and preparedness
and mitigation of droughts in Thar. It is
stated that Thar is basically a pasture
land. After passing time people started
ploughing lands. In British period the
survey was conducted in 1885-86 and
later on in 1935. The people who were
ploughing lands, they were provided
survey lands, while other grazing land
was seized by Government. Nowadays
people have started occupying
Government lands and started to plough
with tractors. He suggests that the land
grant policy should be adopted in Thar
on the principles of folk wisdom and
revenue. If the problems are solved
timely then the agriculture can be devel-
oped in Thar and for pastures lands can
also be protected.

The author laments that we tend to
forget folk wisdom while using of nat-
ural resources. Due to hunting of
wildlife including harvesting, cutting
of valuable plants and herbs a void is
created that will never be filled, there-
fore the livelihood of large population

dependent on natural resources has
come under threat. In the chapter of
Folk Art and Skilled People, it is stated
that there ewre two or four houses of
skilled families were living in every
main village of Thar. A good and pow-
erful village in Thar was considered
that one, in which skilled people of 18
professions were living. The villagers
did not have to go out for any work.
Later, when the ruling class started to
consider the skilled people lower and
inferior, then those artists came to the
towns, they brought their skill and
craftsmanship to the markets.The
author reached to the art of blacksmiths
in the ancient ruins of oldest city of
Pari Nagar, where the signs of large
iron factories also described by many
historians. In the chapter of “The Art of
Joining Bones”, the writer describes
the entire process of joining the broken
bones and its famous artisans. He has
expressed the wisdom of Latif Sain's
poetry while describing. Same time
Thari artisans also fix broken bones of
cattle.

In the chapter of Local Hakeems,
the writer has explained that these
Hakeems get the knowledge of the dis-
ease from the patients and calculate its
prescriptions from pulse. There are
many specialist hakeems, who put
hand on the patient's pulse and treat the
disease by understanding it. He has
described the famous hakeems i.e.
Maulana Abdul Haq Chandio,
Maulana Abdul Hadi Chandio, Fakir
Sobhu Khan Wasaipoto, Faqir
Muhammad Bachal Wasaipoto, Faqir
Sulaiman Memon and Motidan
Charan. The herbs of Karunjhar moun-
tain are also not forgotten in the chap-
ter.

Many other aspects of life and folk-
lore of Thar including knowledge, lit-
erature, patience, endurance, educa-
tion, Thari music, and its composers
are described at brief. The chater of
“Jury system in Thar and famous
Decision Makers” describes that the
Patels of the community have the care
and improvement of their people.
During the decision making, he listens
to everyone to understand the issues.
He listens attentively but assesses in
the manner of talking like a psycholo-
gist. However such decision making is
happening in all over the province. In
this chapter of Inventors of Local
Technics, the writer writes about
inventor of modern technique of mak-
ing wells with inverted masonry and
famous hakeem Maulana Abdul Haq
Chandio, the big name of folk wisdom
Keso Dan Charan, leather craftsman
Chetan Meghwar, the expert in the art
of horse riding Mr. Khabar khan
Chandio and many other names of folk
wisdom.

Thar Ji Lok Daahap book review

Murad Khan

GHALANAI: A 35 years old
Basharat Khan, who is working
as Public Relation Relation offi-
cer in Rescue 1122 in District
head quarter Ghallani of
Mohmand Tribal district said
that it was mid of Jun, when a
phone call was received that
wildfire had been taken place in
Salala area near Pak-Afghan
border, when the Rescue 1122
team reached the site, it was
very much far-away from the
main road and the intensity of
fire blaze were so hot that no one
can go near to the fire site, real-
ly this was the most dangerous
firefighting operation of my five
years career in Rescue 1122, as
the firefighting vehicle could not
reach the fire site, so we have to
connect 3-5 pipes.

Mr. Basharat said that during
operation when I sat on a rock
for a while, my friend cried that
a blaze is coming towards you,
so we can hardly escape from
that big blaze of fire and the
intensity of the fire was so fast
that it blew 2 pipe of firefighting
vehicle.

He added that this was a
beautiful area, filled from the
precious trees and forest, but
after the wildfire, all the area
was looking barren and ugly.
According to an official report
submitted to Peshawar High
Court, the wildfires affected an
area of about 17,095 acres
including trees on 488 hectares
planted under the billion tree
tsunami project in the province
including in the Hazara region.

Report states that more than
454 incidents of forest fires were
reported in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa this year.
However, the K-P Department

of Forests, Environment and
Wildlife has officially confirmed
only 283 fire incidents. The
report submitted to the court, the
wildfire damaged 36 hectares of
the Hazara region and 140
hectares of the 10 Billion Tree
Tsunami project in the province.

According to a report com-
piled by the provincial forestry,
environment and wildlife
department, of the 210 wildfire
incidents between May 23 and
June 9, some 55 blazes have
been started intentionally by
local people and 12 due to dry
weather conditions while the
cause of another 143 blazes was
unknown. According to sources,
about 454 fires were reported in
K-P till the end of June and of
them, 48 were reported in
Abbottabad, 50 in Mansehra, 58
in Haripur, 11 in Shangla, nine
in Swabi, six in Battagaram, 40
in Kohistan, two in Chitral
Lower and one in Torgarh.

Gul Bashar Sheraz, deputy
range officer in wildlife depart-
ment of Mohmand district said
that the number of fire incidents
have been increased very much
and more than 10 wildfire inci-
dents have been reported in a
single month. The Deputy
Range officer of wildlife depart-
ment said that the areas which
were badly effects due to wild-
fire includes Khwaezi, Safi,
Baizai, Halki Gandaw, Qalagai,
Baizi boarder, Prang ghar, Nahqi
Tunnel, Bar sagighari, Dawezi
kandaow Pandialai,
Mulyanokalay (Kamalay
Haleemzai), Shadaddera,
Marina Khwaizi, Ambar
Targhawo side, Shermakhano
Gate, Angurkor Mechanai,
Daniskul, Manzari china Baizai,
Shamshabedmanai, Alligaar,
Anargi, Mazarichina, Shamsha

Bedmanai, Jorragha
(Ambar),Salala and Jarobidara
Elazai.

Arsalan Tariq Awan, who is
serving as Divisional Forest offi-
cer in Mohmand Tribal District
said that nine incidents of wild-
fire have been reported in a sin-
gle year, He said that the intensi-
ty of wildfire has been increased
in the recent 2-3 years and one
reason is the excessive use of
Media (Electronic, Print and
social media). In olden days
these incidents were not reported
due to lack of communication
tools, but now if any kind of
wildfire occurs, it is reported in
minutes and the Forest and other
departments responds on time.

Awan said that when a wild-
fire occurs in an area, anyone
can call to came to Forest
department, Rescue 1122 or they
even can inform local districtrict
administration, after conforma-
tion of the news, we inform local
administration, rescues 1122 and
other line departments like civil
defense and PRCS etc. by
deploying our teams, we start a
proper operation trying to
involve district administration,
all line departments and the local
community by announcement in
local mosques. Reaching on the
site, our teams first identify the
areas of wildfire, then draw a
line 2-3 feet to safeguarded the
remaining area. At the same time
we are trying to establish a good
communication with all the
departments and stockholders
taking part in this operation.”
Meanwhile Arsalan expressed
his sorrow over the lack of inter-
est by the local community in
one of wildfire operation and
said that we didn’t get full sup-
port from local community,
although the Assistant commis-

sioner along with local religious
elder informed the local people
through proper announcement in
nearby mosques, but no one
came to help us. They can help
us in firefighting operation,
because they know the escape
routes very well, besides this
they can guide us and help us
physically. This fire was on the
rage soil, which was very much
important for the local commu-
nity, as all the resources were
used by them.

Tariq said that in case of
Mohmand Tribal District more
than 70% area are range soil, so
it is very much difficult to over-
come the wildfire in these areas,
beside this the high intensity of
wind and dry grasses makes the
wildfire more aggressive. About
the reasons of wildfire Mr.
Arsalan said that there are five
basic reasons of wildfire, when
shepherds and tourists visits a
forest, they do cooking in these
areas, after cooking, they keep
fire in open air and the wind
spreads this open fire into a
divesting wildfire. Sometime the
visitors throw cigarette in the
dry grass which causes wildfire.
The third reason is related to the
residents of that area, as they
deliberately took fire on dry
grasses for new and good quali-
ty of grass for their goats, sheep,
cows and other animals.

The official documents pro-
vided by DFO Mohmand, shows
the fourth reason of wildfire is
the local people, when they goes
for collecting honey and local
berry (Called Gurgure in
Pashto), so, for honey collection
they blow fire on grasses to cre-
ate smoke in order to run away
bees and they can collect honey
easily. They collect honey, but
leave the fire in open air and

through the speedy wind, it cov-
ers the whole forest. The fifth
and last reason of wildfire have
been shown by Forest
Department is the dispute
amongst pashtun tribes on the
boundary of Mohmand and
Malakand.

About the misinformation and
wrong speculations by some
people that wildfire is deliber-
ately blown by its department’s
officials he said that all the
recorded incidents of wildfire
have been occurred in range soil,
which has neither any relation
with Forest or other Govt.
department, nor these trees or
area were owned by forest
department. He added that there
is another conspiracy about
wildfire that the govt. want to
miss-interpret or hide the num-
ber of trees planted in Billion
Tree Tsunami project, but this is
totally wrong and misleading
information, as according to the
data of wildfire incidents there is
no a single tree planted in those
areas, where wildfire incidents
occurred in Mohmand Tribal
District.

The DFO upper Mohmand
appealed the general public
that don’t leave fire and ciga-
rette in open air, as a small
flam of fire can destroy hun-
dred miles of green and beauti-
ful forest. He also requested
the local community and shep-
herds to not blow their herb
and shrubs in summer season,
as it can engulf the whole for-
est and even their village and
their homes also.

The official documents pro-
vided by District Forest office
Mohmand, which shows that
nine incidents of wildfire have
been occurred in 2022 wildfire
season, which has effected 330

Ha area. So far 4211 trees have
been badly effected due to this
wildfire.

Under the UN auspices,
chaired by China, and hosted by
Canada, the 15th Conference of
Parties to the UN Convention on
Biological Diversity adopted the
“Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework”
(GBF), including four goals and
23 targets for achievement by
2030. In Landmark UN
Biodiversity Agreement By
2030: Protect 30% of Earth’s
lands, oceans, coastal areas,
inland waters; Reduce by $500
billion annual harmful govern-
ment subsidies; Cut food waste
in half.

As Biodiversity is related
directly on the herbs, shrubs,
fruits, crops, forest, trees,
insects, genetic species and ani-
mals. In short each and every
organism in this universe has
some special benefit. The envi-
ronmental scientist believes that
all these organisms directly or
indirectly depends upon our
food, lives and environment, so
to minimize climate changes and
to live in hormone with nature, it
is very much important to safe-
guard our forests and trees from
any kind of wildfire, as when
wildfire occurs, it badly dam-
ages all the living organism and
their habitats which directly
depends upon our environment,
climate and food. For the securi-
ty of our food and livelihood, the
govt. and all the related depart-
ments should take concrete steps
to minimize the wildfire inci-
dents and make sure the security
of biodiversity.

The Writer is Radio
Producer and freelance
Environmental Journalist, who
tweets on @Muradonline123

Wildfire, an alarming threat to Biodiversity

PPP
activists flays
office-holders

F.P. Report

PABBI: The performance of
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
does not satisfactory while
activists argued central lead-
ership pave way for new
cabinet to mobilize public
for general election 2023.

According to sources,
PPP chairman Bilawal
Bhutto has shortlisted former
provincial president
Humayun Khan, general
secretary Liaqat Shabab and
one other to lead the party at
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Because organizational
activities have been stopped
since which will impact
party badly in upcoming
general election 2023.

Political and
economic
instability

isolate 
country: JI

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR:  Jamaat-i-
Islami senator Mushtaq
Ahmad Khan has said the
political and economic insta-
bility has isolated the coun-
try in the comity of nations.
He was addressing a func-
tion at Jamia Hayatul
Muslimeen, a local religious
seminary in Koto Hajiabad
as chief guest here on
Thursday. The function was
also addressed by the JI for-
mer MNA Maulana Attaur
Rehman, former district
nazim Ihsanul Haq and oth-
ers. A total of 30 female and
10 male graduates were
awarded with certificates on
completion of their courses
on the occasion.

Mushtaq Khan said that
students of the religious
seminaries fought side by
side with the security forces
when the country frontiers
were at risk. Lauding the role
of seminaries, he said that a
total of 3.3 million students
enrolled in those seminaries
across the country got free
education, food and course
books. He said that about 80
million children in the coun-
try were illiterate due to lack
of interest on the govern-
ment part. He said that over
90 million people in the
country lived beneath the
poverty line. The JI lawmak-
er said the interest-based
banking and economic sys-
tem had ruined the very
foundation of Islamic justice
system. The JI former MNA
Maulana Attaur Rehman
said the religious seminaries
were the strong forts of
Islam. He said the students
of religious seminaries
played a vital role in preach-
ing the true principles of
Islamic system. He said the
religious institutions were
the custodians and protectors
of Islamic values and norms
and every conspiracy against
them would be foiled with
the help of people.

Budget making: Expert
at a consultative workshop
held at Timergara here on
Thursday said that the partic-
ipation of citizens in budget
making should be ensured
through legislation in order
to make it people-friendly.
The Citizens Network for
Budget Accountability
(CNBA) in collaboration
with the Pro-Growth organi-
zation arranged the work-
shop for citizens’ awareness.
The CNBA district coordina-
tor Zubairullah, Imranullah
and other experts spoke on
the occasion. The speakers
said the governments should
upload its quarter, biannual
and annual reports along
with annual audit reports on
the auditor general website
for more transparency. They
said the Center for Peace and
Development Initiatives
(CPDI) had issued its third
report regarding the budget
transparency suggesting an
effective role of the parlia-
ment and active participation
of common citizens in the
budget making process.

LOWER DIR: Police officials help an ambulance driver to pass on snow
covered road near Lowari Tunnel on Thursday. — F.P. photo
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LONDON (Reuters): Britain criti-
cised on Thursday what it said was
the systematic erosion of freedoms in
Hong Kong by the Chinese govern-
ment and a crackdown on free speech
by authorities in the former British
colony. The criticism, contained in
the government's latest six-monthly
report on Hong Kong, accused China
of diminishing the way of life prom-
ised to the people of Hong Kong and
repeated its view that Beijing had
broken the terms of its 1997 han-
dover.

"Freedoms are being systemati-
cally eroded by Beijing on multiple
fronts, tightening the restrictions on
the lives of ordinary Hong
Kongers," British Foreign Secretary
James Cleverly said in the foreword
of the report, which covered the first
half of 2022. "The authorities con-

tinue to crack down on free speech,
the free press, and free assembly.
Individuals and civil society groups
are censoring themselves, and most
independent news outlets have been
forced to close." The Chinese
embassy in London did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for com-
ment. China has in the past respond-
ed to similar criticism by accusing
Britain of acting with a colonial
mindset.

Hong Kong returned from British
to Chinese rule more than 25 years
ago with a deal guaranteeing a high
degree of autonomy, including free-
dom of speech, under a "one country,
two systems" formula. "There is no
doubt that China is failing to comply
with the Sino-British Joint
Declaration. Hong Kong’s rights and
freedoms have been sacrificed to

facilitate greater control by Beijing,
undermining Hong Kong’s autono-
my," Cleverly said. "China is dimin-
ishing the way of life promised to
Hong Kong 25 years ago."

In June 2020, Beijing imposed a
national security law to punish terror-
ism, collusion with foreign forces,
subversion and secession with possi-
ble life imprisonment. That legisla-
tion has been repeatedly condemned
by British authorities. Critics say
authorities are using it to stifle dis-
sent, a charge officials in Hong Kong
and Beijing reject. Earlier this week
Hong Kong and Chinese authorities
expressed strong opposition after a
British minister met the legal team of
Jimmy Lai, a jailed pro-democracy
Hong Kong tycoon and founder of
the now shut pro-democracy newspa-
per Apple Daily.

Britain criticises erosion
of freedoms in Hong Kong

HSINCHU (Reuters): A
Taiwan air force officer
revealed details of a rare
interaction between the
island's military and
NATO, describing how he
had attended a six-month
academic programme with
senior officials in Italy.
Taiwan, claimed by China
as its own territory, has no
formal diplomatic relations
with any NATO members,
but has close defence ties
with the United States, the
island's main international
source of arms and NATO's
largest member state.

Speaking to reporters on
a trip to the Hsinchu air
base in northern Taiwan,
air force Lieutenant
Colonel Wu Bong-yeng
said he had attended a six-
month course at the NATO
Defence College in Rome
in 2021, returning to
Taiwan in January last
year. "This was an academ-
ic exchange, not a military
exchange," he said. "Of
course they were very curi-
ous about Taiwan." "They
need to understand our
country's situation, and our
abilities," he said. NATO,
in response to questions on
Wu's attendance, said it
had no formal partnership
with Taiwan.

"Over the years, NATO's
educational institutions,
such as the NATO Defense
College and the NATO
School Oberammergau,
have engaged with actors
from across the region,
including from Taipei," a
NATO official said, adding

these institutions are not
part of NATO's command
structure. The college said
in a separate emailed state-
ment that non-NATO enti-
ties personnel may also
attend courses, with candi-
dates "proposed to the
NATO HQ that can
approve or not the final
participation". Taiwan's
defence ministry told
Reuters that Wu was not
the first officer it had sent
to the defence college. It
did not elaborate.

While the Taiwanese
and US militaries do coop-
erate, including some
Taiwanese fighter pilots
training in the United
States, the island has only
limited interactions with
other foreign militaries. In
its new strategic concept
agreed in June, NATO
described China as a chal-
lenge to the alliance's
"interests, security and val-
ues", as an economic and
military power that
remains "opaque about its
strategy, intentions and
military build-up". China
has increased its military,
political and economic
pressure on the island over
the past three years to
assert its sovereignty
claims, which are strongly
rejected by Taiwan. Taiwan
has vowed to defend itself
if attacked and says only
the Taiwanese people can
decide their future.

China again carried out
combat exercises near
Taiwan, the second time it
has done so in less than a

month. In August, China
staged large-scale war
games around Taiwan to
express anger at then-US
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi visiting Taipei.
Hsinchu, better known
internationally as a semi-
conductor production hub,
is also home to one of the
island's most important air
bases with responsibility
for the defence of Taiwan's
north.

Taiwan officer reveals details
of interaction with NATO

LUETZERATH (AP): Police in riot
gear began evicting climate activists
from a condemned village in western
Germany that is due to be demolished
for the expansion of a coal mine.
Some stones and fireworks were
thrown as officers entered the tiny
hamlet of Luetzerath, which has
become a flashpoint of debate over
the country’s climate efforts.

Police spokesman Andreas
Mueller said the attacks on officers
were “not nice” but noted that most of
the protest so far had been peaceful.
He said police would stick to their
tactic of trying to avoid any escala-
tion by offering to let any activists
who leave on their own accord to do
so without facing further police
measures or prosecution.

Still, some protesters complained
of undue force by police and others
said the scale of the police response
— with officers brought in from
across the country and water cannons
on standby — was itself a form of
escalation not justified by the peace-
ful protest. At least one woman
screamed in apparent pain as officers
used force to remove her from a road-
block outside the village.

Dozens of activists remained
camped out in Luetzerath, some in
elaborate tree houses, as police slow-
ly moved through the village clearing
barricades and a communal soup
kitchen. Some activists read books or
played accordion while perched atop
10-foot (3-meter) tripods. A few sat
or stood on the roofs of Luetzerath's
remaining buildings despite the chilly
wind.

“I'm really afraid today,” Petra
Schumann, a 53-year-old local who
had been at the site for several days,
said from a top-floor window of one

of the few remaining houses.
Schumann said she still held out hope
of preserving what's left of
Luetzerath “until nothing is left
standing; hope dies last.”
Environmentalists say bulldozing the
village to expand the nearby
Garzweiler coal mine would result in
huge amounts of greenhouse gas
emissions. The government and utili-
ty company RWE argue the coal is
needed to ensure Germany’s energy
security.

However, a study by the German
Institute for Economic Research calls
into question the government's
stance. Its authors found other exist-
ing coal fields could be used instead,
though the cost to RWE would be
greater. Another alternative would be
for Germany to increase production
of renewable power, cut demand
through energy efficiency measures,
or import more coal or gas from
abroad, the study found.

Citing the study and the urgent
need to curb global carbon emis-
sions, protesters refused to heed a
court ruling that effectively banned
them from the area. Some activists
expressed particular anger at the
environmentalist Green party, which
is part of both the regional and
national governments that reached a
deal with RWE last year allowing it
to destroy the village in return for
ending coal use by 2030, rather than
2038.

Vice Chancellor Robert Habeck, a
Green who is Germany's economy
and climate minister, defended the
agreement as “a good decision for cli-
mate protection” that fulfills many of
the environmentalists' demands and
saves five other villages from demoli-
tion. “I think climate protection and

protests need symbols but the empty
hamlet of Luetzerath, where no one
lives any more, is the wrong symbol
from my point of view,” Habeck told
reporters in Berlin.

Climate campaigners counter that
expanding a massive open-cast coal
mine goes against Germany’s interna-
tional commitments to reduce emis-
sions of planet-warming greenhouse
gases. The country is expected to
miss its ambitious targets for the sec-
ond year in a row. Luetzerath “is now
the European place of crystallization
for the climate movement,” said
Lakshmi Thevasagayam, a spokes-
woman for the Luetzerath Lives
activist group. “We know that the
coal under Luetzerath isn't needed for
energy security — it must remain in
the ground so that we can achieve cli-
mate justice.”

“Now we can do something
against the climate catastrophe, but at
some point we won't be able to any
more,” Thevasagayam said. She
accused that police of engaging in “a
complete escalation” by moving
ahead with the eviction. RWE said in
a statement that a 1.5-kilometer
(nearly one-mile) fence will be built
around the site. It appealed to
activists to peacefully “end the illegal
occupation” of the site it legally
owns. Andreas Mueller, the police
spokesman, said authorities were pre-
pared for the eviction operation to
last weeks, if necessary.

The heads of several environmen-
tal organizations planned to visit
Luetzerath on Thursday to express
solidarity with the activists there. A
large protest was also scheduled near
the site Saturday, attended by promi-
nent Swedish climate campaigner
Greta Thunberg.

Police start clearing German
village condemned for coal mine

BEIJING (BBC): Chinese
police have arrested a man
who drove a car into pedes-
trians in Guangzhou,
killing five people and
injuring 13 others. The inci-
dent has sparked wide-
spread public outrage, with
many accusing the man of
deliberately targeting peo-
ple. Videos posted online
show the driver getting out
of the car and throwing
banknotes into the air,
shortly after the crash.

Police have detained the
22-year-old man and
launched an investigation.
The crash took place during
the evening rush hour at a
busy junction in the south-
ern city of 19 million. "He
deliberately drove into the
people who were waiting
for the traffic light. He
rammed the car into them
maliciously. After that, he
made a U-turn and hit peo-
ple again," an eyewitness
told local outlet Hongxin
News.

"He wasn't driving too
quickly, but some people
couldn't run away in time
because they wouldn't have
known he was hitting peo-

ple deliberately." The man
also reportedly drove into a
traffic police officer and his
motorcycle, but the officer
managed to escape. One
widely circulated clip
shows a young girl lying on
the ground at the scene of
the incident, while a
woman said to be her moth-
er is seen by her side wail-
ing.

Another eyewitness
described the chaos of the
aftermath on Weibo, the
Chinese version of Twitter.
The person said that an
hour after the incident, the
site was still filled with
ambulances and traffic
police "and they had not
moved all the injured and
the bodies from the scene".
"The scene was too tragic
and I couldn't bear seeing
it. I felt so sad that I wanted
to throw up whenever I
heard the siren of the ambu-
lance," the person said. The
incident has sparked public
anger, with many express-
ing sorrow that it happened
in the lead-up to Chinese
New Year, a time for family
reunions.

"The victims could be a

girl who dressed up meticu-
lously to go on a date… It
could be a food delivery-
man who earned five yuan
after rushing an order. It
could be a father who want-
ed to go home and have
dinner with children. It
could be a child who was
happily shopping," one
Weibo user wrote. Many
noted that the man drove a
luxury car and had thrown
money into the air, and
asked if he came from a
rich and powerful family.
The incident quickly
became a trending topic on
Weibo, but it later disap-
peared from the "hot
searches" list, leading users
to accuse the platform of
censorship. There have
been similar recent inci-
dents. In February 2022, a
driver ploughed a mini
truck into people in the
southern province of
Fujian, killing three and
injuring nine. Earlier this
week, a hotel guest in
Shanghai deliberately
drove his car into the lobby
following an argument with
staff. Nobody was injured
in that incident. 

5 dead after man drives
into crowd in Guangzhou

MANILA (AP): The Philippine
Supreme Court declared unconstitu-
tional a 2005 pact by China, the
Philippines and Vietnam to jointly
explore for oil in the disputed South
China Sea, a decision that also brings
other proposed agreements into
doubt.

The decision by 12 of the court's
15 justices voided the Joint Marine
Seismic Undertaking agreement by
state-owned companies in the three
nations, which are among Asian
countries locked in decades-long ter-
ritorial disputes in the busy waterway.
Two justices dissented and one was
on leave and did not vote. The court
did not immediately make public the
full decision and only released high-
lights in a statement.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
who took office in June last year,
expressed willingness to revive failed
negotiations for joint oil exploration
with China in a meeting with his

Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping, in
Beijing last week. The court ruled
that the 2005 agreement violated the
constitution by allowing the state-
owned oil companies of China and
Vietnam to undertake joint oil explo-
ration in Philippine waters. The char-
ter specifies that “the exploration,
development and utilization of natu-
ral resources shall be under the full
control and supervision of the state.”

The petitioners argued that oil explo-
ration in Philippine waters should be
undertaken by Filipino citizens or cor-
porations and groups that are at least
60% owned by Filipinos, according to
the court. Proponents argued that the
agreement only involved pre-explo-
ration activities which were not cov-
ered by the constitutional prohibition.
But the court said the accord’s intent “is
to discover petroleum which is tanta-
mount to `exploration.’”

The agreement led to a joint oil
search in 142,886 square kilometers

(55,168 square miles) of sea, includ-
ing waters claimed by the Philippines
as part of its territory and other areas
it contests with China, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan. Under
President Rodrigo Duterte, Marcos’s
predecessor, the Philippines signed a
2018 agreement with China aimed at
agreeing on terms for a possible joint
oil and gas exploration in the disput-
ed waters. But years of negotiations
failed, mainly due to disagreement
over which side has sovereign rights
over the stretch of sea to be covered
by the joint search.Duterte’s adminis
tration terminated the agreement
shortly before his six-year term ended
last year. A 2016 ruling by a United
Nations-backed arbitration tribunal
invalidated China’s extensive territo-
rial claims based on historical
grounds in the South China Sea.
Beijing did not participate in the arbi-
tration, rejected the decision and con-
tinues to defy it. 

Philippine court voids oil
exploration pact involving China

BEIJING (AFP): Exhausted doctors work-
ing overtime, tests and treatments nowhere
to be found, and under-resourced clinics
inundated with patients -- in Anhui, one of
east China's poorest provinces, Covid hit
hard. Since China reversed its zero-Covid
policy last month, a whirlwind of cases has
crammed hospitals with elderly patients
and sparked a free-for-all over limited sup-
plies of medicine.

And the country's wide wealth gap has
fuelled healthcare disparities between
cities and rural areas, with underdeveloped
regions seeing a chronic lack of doctors,
equipment and expertise. When the Covid
wave hit in the second half of December,
doctors in Anhui rapidly ran out of diag-
nostic kits and treatments. "Nobody tested
for it, so we didn't know if we were posi-
tive or not," said Shao from a village near
Bengbu, a city of 3.3 million people.

"It's been a total mess," he told AFP as
he pulled on a cigarette. "Things were bet-
ter when the government kept us all locked
down." One doctor told AFP he was forced
to work 14-hour days in December, when
his two-room village clinic was inundated
with up to 10 times more patients than
usual.

The sick, he said, "had to line up out-
side" the building as the tiny waiting room
was full. And in a nearby town, the head of
a small health centre said medicine sup-
plies became "so badly depleted that we
had to suspend prescriptions". Overloaded
clinics were ordered to send elderly
patients with severe symptoms to larger
city hospitals for better care, he said. In a
back room of the health centre, a handful
of patients on drips huddled at the end of a
damp and dimly lit walkway, the empty
seats between them signalling that the
pressure had eased -- for now at least. 

The crisis was more acute in the county
town of Fengyang, where AFP saw dozens
of patients in an observation room. "Don't
leave things to chance. Protect yourself

properly against (the virus)," a red-and-
white banner on one wall proclaimed.
Several countryside interviewees said
older people were dying in higher numbers
than usual after showing symptoms. Sun,
in his 30s, said "many of the elderly in this
village weren't able to make it through" the
disease, but declined to specify how many.

China has narrowed the definition of a
Covid death, and just a few dozen fatalities
have been officially recorded since the
start of December. One village doctor said
they knew of "around 50" who had died
since the start of December, many of
whom had underlying conditions such as
diabetes, heart disease or high blood pres-
sure. It was a much higher number than in
previous winters, he added. But public dis-
cussion around the number of cases and
deaths is taboo.

Several rural medical workers declined
AFP interview requests, with one refusing
to speak without official permission in
case he "ended up saying something I
shouldn't". Public health authorities in
Bengbu, the city that administers the vil-
lages, did not respond to questions from
AFP about the number of deaths, the size
of the outbreak or preparations for reopen-
ing. Further north, in a dust-blown village
in Shandong, locals herded goats and
played Chinese chess -- masks few and far
between in a part of the country not often
visited by Western journalists.

But like everywhere in China, the virus
was never too far away, with a street sign
urging locals to "scientifically strengthen
the prevention and control of the spread of
the epidemic in accordance with the law".
In the village of Xishan, a woman in her
50s said she was simply looking forward
to "all the youngsters coming back" for the
Lunar New Year, despite fears the holiday
will bring a fresh Covid wave. Back in
Anhui, a resident of similar age was not so
sure. "We're really scared about it at the
moment," she said.

‘Total mess’ in
China’s rural east as
Covid wave hits hard

TBILISI (Reuters): Russia blamed
Armenia on Thursday for a break-
down in peace talks with Azerbaijan
over the disputed Nagorno-
Karabakh region, in the latest sign
of friction between allies Moscow
and Yerevan over the conflict.
Armenia and Azerbaijan have for
months been in talks to broker a
peace deal over Nagorno-Karabakh
- a breakaway enclave international-
ly recognised as part of Azerbaijan
but home to a mainly Armenian
population.

For the past month, Azeris claim-
ing to be environmental activists have
blocked transport along the only road
linking Nagorno-Karabakh to
Armenia in what Yerevan has called a
government-endorsed blockade.
Baku says the protesters have legiti-
mate concerns over illegal Armenian
mining, and have denied that the
region is under blockade. In a state-
ment on Thursday, Russia blamed
Armenia for cancelling peace talks
between the two sides and called on
Yerevan to come back to the negotiat-
ing table.

"It is difficult to assess Yerevan's
position when their official state-
ments differ so significantly,"
Russian foreign ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova said. She

said Yerevan's decision to pull out of
peace talks set for last month in
Moscow "prevented us from dis-
cussing the peace treaty", adding: "If
our Armenian partners are really
interested in solving these problems
... then instead of engaging in
scholasticism, it is necessary to con-
tinue working together."

Officials in Yerevan have grown
increasingly angry at Russia - formal-
ly an ally through a mutual self
defence treaty - for not doing more to
end the blockade. Nagorno-Karabakh
won de facto independence from
Baku after a lengthy war in the early
1990s. After a second war in 2020,
Azerbaijan retook territory in and
around the enclave. A Moscow-bro-

kered ceasefire saw Russian peace-
keepers deployed in the Lachin corri-
dor linking Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Armenia says Azerbaijan is not
abiding by the ceasefire's provision
for free movement along the Lachin
corridor and wants Russian peace-
keepers to do more to dislodge the
protesters. Moscow has said it is
doing everything it can to help.
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said last month that
Russian peacekeepers were not ful-
filling their obligations under the
2020 ceasefire, and that, if they were
unable to do so, they should make
way for a United Nations peacekeep-
ing mssion.

At a news conference on Thursday
marking a month since the start of the
blockade, senior Nagorno-Karabakh
separatist official Ruben Vardanyan
distanced himself from Pashinyan's
comments, saying that "futile" criti-
cism of Moscow's peacekeepers only
helped Azerbaijan. "The situation
would obviously have been much
harder if the Russian peacekeepers
were not here," Vardanyan said,
adding that he wanted the peacekeep-
ers to remain in the area for "decades"
and that their numbers should be
increased.

Russia blames Armenia for
breakdown in Azerbaijan talks

Mexican
students

held, jailed
MEXICO CITY (AP):
Students and civic groups
in Mexico have expressed
outrage over the arrest and
jailing of three students
who tried to plant trees on
formerly government-
owned land that was sold to
a private developer. The
three were jailed this week
in the western city of
Guadalajara on charges of
illegal land seizure and car-
rying weapons. The
weapons charge apparently
refers to the picks and
shovels they used to dig
holes for the trees at the site
during a weeks-long protest
in 2021.

The students and local
residents want a park on the
large tract of land, not the
high-rise luxury apartment
building planned by devel-
opers. Many in Guadalajara
were angered by the harsh-
ness of the charges against
Iván Cisneros, Javier
Armenta and José Rojas.
“The excessive abuse of
power against three young
people who held a peaceful
protest ... has reached a
dangerous level that shows
a lack of limits, and princi-
ples,” wrote Cesar Barba,
the director of higher edu-
cation at the University of
Guadalajara. “Anyone who
seeks justice is at risk of
being put in jail.”

The topic is touchy
because the large plot in
question used to be owned
by the city and had been
earmarked for a public
park. But in a murky trans-
action in 2008, it was ceded
to developers in exchange
for public works that local
media reported were never
completed. Mexico's cash-
strapped municipal govern-
ments sometimes sign off
on such land-for-building
deals, but they are seldom
transparent. And real estate
developers can wield out-
sized influence and act
unchecked in Mexico.

Calls and messages to
the developers' offices for
comment went unan-
swered. But the focus
quickly shifted to Enrique
Alfaro, the governor of
Jalisco state, where
Guadalajara is located,
given the prosecutors' zeal.
Alfaro posted a statement
saying the charges were
justified, but that he would
try to get the students out
on a form of bail pending
trial.

“Nobody has been
arrested for protesting,”
Alfaro said, noting “the
land that these young peo-
ple say is a park, is not a
park, it is private property.”
The civic group Hagamos
Jalisco said in a statement
that the 2021 protest was
peaceful.

“The demonstration
involved reforesting the
area, passing out informa-
tion to neighbors, and
camping out in the area,”
the group said. “Later, they
were kicked out with
excessive force and vio-
lence.” Keeping the stu-
dents jailed until their court
dates later this week “is a
disproportionate measure,
based on the lie that they
had weapons,” the group
said. Ricardo Villanueva,
the rector of the University,
wrote on his social media
pages that the three had
been released pending trial,
apparently on a form of
personal recognizance.

Canada sends
armored 

vehicles to Haiti
OTTAWA (Reuters): Canada
delivered armored vehicles
to Haiti to help combat crim-
inal gangs as the Caribbean
nation faces a humanitarian
crisis, the Canadian foreign
ministry said. Canadian mili-
tary aircraft made the deliv-
ery to the Haitian National
Police in the capital Port-au-
Prince, it added.

Haitian gangs have
seized control of much of
the country since the 2021
assassination of President
Jovenel Moise, leading to
routine gun battles with
police. Hundreds died in turf
battles last year, and in
September, Haitian gangs
blocked a fuel terminal for
nearly six weeks, halting
most economic activity.
Canada and the United
States provided tactical and
armored vehicles and other
supplies in October after
Haiti urged the international
community to send in a
"specialized armed force."
Ottawa has also sanctioned
Haitians accused of gang
ties, including a former pres-
ident, two ex-prime minis-
ters and three high-profile
entrepreneurs. Canadian
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau told reporters in
Mexico City the sanctions
and aid were "making a dif-
ference" in Haiti.

US military
tanks at

Dutch port
AMSTERDAM (Reuters):
A large number of US
army tanks and military
vehicles began arriving at
the Dutch port of
Vlissingen, before heading
to Poland and Lithuania as
part of efforts to strengthen
NATO's eastern flank.
"There's about 1,250
pieces of military equip-
ment coming into this
port," said Col. Robert
Kellam, overseeing the
operation on the US side.

The equipment includes
M-1 Abrams tanks and
Bradley Fighting Vehicles
from the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division, of Fort Hood,
Texas. Dutch armed forces
are helping with marine
security and guarding the
port area where the vehi-
cles will be housed before
they continue east. 
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Public issues,
administrators’

business

O
IL and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) has
approved a 74 percent increase in the pre-
scribed prices of natural gas for the fiscal year

2022-23. According to the details, the regulator
allowed Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Limited (SNGPL)
to increase prices by up to 74.42 percent, while it also
allowed Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) to
increase gas prices by 67.75 percent for the current
year.

The unhindered provision of utilities has always been
an important priority for pro-public governments around
the world. Most nations handed over these businesses to
the private sector and keep an efficient oversight over the
smooth provision of essential needs of the masses.
However, the governments in third-world countries
including Pakistan had made these public services lucra-
tive businesses for them and often used these needs as an
effective tool to exploit general problems for political
gains and point scoring. Pakistan has massive infrastruc-
tures for the provision of essential utilities including elec-
tricity, gas, water, sewerage as well as communication
services while hundreds of thousands of men and women
are employed with hefty payments and colossal incen-
tives but no single department is neither generating prof-
it for the country nor it provides satisfactory services to
the public. WAPDA, OGDCL, NEPRA, OGRA, and
many other entities failed to overcome the shortage and
management issues of their provisions, neither those
departments slashed gigantic emoluments of their
employees nor they had been able to reduce the depart-
mental deficit. However, those public departments are
relentlessly adding to the public woes through their
myopic and ill-designed tariff and taxation policies on
regular basis.

Currently, bureaucrats had planned to raise the prices
of natural gas by almost three-fourths of the current rates
without considering the miserable conditions of the mass-
es. In fact, Pakistan's public service has stopped recruit-
ing and producing talented and faithful minds, thus politi-
cized and self-serving executives roam everywhere and
the public is crying out their fortune. Realistically, the
service departments should first overhaul themselves by
overcoming their line losses, pilferages, and misuse of
resources so these issues neither create hurdles in their
operation nor put an unjust burden on customers and peo-
ple used to pay charges for utilities instead of suffering
incompetence and misconduct of government institu-
tions.

Armenia,
a new NATO’s

confederate
R

ECENTLY, the Armenian Prime Minister has
refused to host military drills planned by a
Russia-led Defense Alliance, scheduled to be held

later this year. Armenian leader also criticized the
Russian peacekeepers for their failure to secure free
transit along the Lachin corridor which connects main-
land Armerina with the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh
region. Reports suggest that the Armenian government
is upset with the CSTO arrangement to defend its
member nations thus Yerevan seriously considering
altering its relationship with Moscow vis-a-vis Europe.

Armenia had been a close ally of the Russian Federation
and a founding member of the Moscow-dominated
Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) over the
past decades. Moscow and Yerevan are linked with multi-
ple trade, economic, and security pacts, and both nations
are active members of the Eurasian Economic Union.
Armenia hosts a permanent Russian military base on its
territory, while Russia resolutely backed Armenia's claim
over the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region, and played a
crucial role in reaching a peace deal with Azerbaijan in
2020. Currently, over 2000 Russian peacekeepers are
deployed in the Lachin corridor to maintain peace and
ensure the safe passage of travelers along a corridor link-
ing Armenia and the separatist region of Nagorno-
Karabakh that Azerbaijani activists have blocked since last
month.

The recent statement of the Armenian government
clearly reflects a growing tension between Yerevan and
Moscow as the Russian government did not act sufficient-
ly on repeated requests of Armenian authorities for remov-
ing the blockade and restoring normal transit through the
Lachin corridor being the peacekeeper and guarantor of the
2020 treaty. But Moscow maintained a low profile by
adopting a wait-and-see strategy amid the ongoing war in
Ukraine, while the Azeri government also accused Russia
of supporting Armenia and threatened to involve the
United Nations and Western countries in the Nagorno-
Karabakh dispute. Currently, Putin had been caught
between the two stones of a watermill, as his close ally
expressed annoyance and sought assistance from the west-
ern nations to help restore peace in its highly contested
region while at the same time, a displeased neighbour also
has similar thoughts which can facilitate western alliance
to land easily in Kremlin's backyard to create a worst night-
mare for Putin.

Interestingly, Armenian moves come after the regional
alliance held a moot in Yerevan about two weeks ago in a
bid to satisfy an estranged member and restore its belief in
the effectiveness and functionality of the politico-security
mechanism of regional nations. The disagreements
between the two sides are deeper than the mere issue of
military drill, as earlier Armenian government declared a
Russian politician and Deputy Chair of the Doma's
Committee on Post-Soviet Affairs and Eurasian Integration
as persona non grata due to his comments against Arminian
Prime Minister and alleged interference in Armenia's
domestic politics. Meanwhile, there had been growing
anti-Russia sentiments in the Arminian public over
Russia's invasion of Ukraine and a rising consensus among
the Arminian government to quit the CSTO alliance and
link the country's future with the west. 

Apparently, another Ukraine is in making in the
Caucasian nation which is purely in sight of the western
bloc, as multiple high-level American and European dele-
gations visited Yerevan in recent months that not only
widening the gap between the two allies but also rapidly
bridging gaps and strengthening ties between Armenia and
Europe. Apparently, NATO has successfully broken away
a CSTO's confederate and now sprawling in Moscow's
backyard, however, Putin's response to the latest develop-
ment is unclear so far.

I
N justifying the Iraq
War to the American
people, George Bush

in part invoked a gra-
ndiose framing centered
around the liberation of
the Iraqi people from Sa-
ddam Hussein’s tyranny.

This Wilsonian impulse
to spread freedom was a
staple of Republican for-
eign policy rhetoric for
years, central to the mili-
tary adventurism that
became commonly associ-
ated with the Global War on
Terror (GWOT).

However, with the emer-
gence of Donald Trump,
this line of thinking experi-
enced a formidable chal-
lenge, a GOP presidential
candidate seemingly will-
ing to question the assump-
tions and platitudes that had
dictated his party’s foreign
policy for years. On the
campaign trail in 2016,
Trump distanced himself
considerably from his fel-
low Republican candidates
with his pronounced will-
ingness to condemn the
Iraq War, while promising a
presidency that would end
the endless wars. 

Unfortunately, Trump
did not exactly follow
through on his campaign
platform. While expressing
skepticism towards contin-
ued military intervention in
the Middle East  — Syria
and Afghanistan in particu-
lar — troops remained
engaged in such conflicts
throughout his time in
office. Additionally, Trump
sustained U.S. support for

Saudi Arabia in the war in
Yemen. 

Despite this, Trump did
achieve something more
intangible: a shift in the
conversation within the
Republican foreign policy
realm. In the aftermath of
his presidency, establish-
ment figures within the
party have increasingly jet-
tisoned Wilsonian idealism
in selling their respective
foreign policy stances to
the American public,
instead turning their atten-
tion more squarely towards
self-interest.

One may first look at
such a development as a
harbinger towards a more
restrained Republican for-
eign policy moving for-
ward. In reality though,
many of the figures and
institutions increasingly
employing such language
have not in fact shifted their
position towards restraint,
but have instead simply co-
opted “America First” real-
ist language to sustain the
hawkish status quo. 

Take Mitch McConnell’s
stance towards Ukraine. In
explaining his support for
the most recent $45 billion
aid package, he stated quite
bluntly that “the most basic
reasons for continuing to
help Ukraine degrade and
defeat the Russian invaders
are cold, hard, practical
American interests.”

While one would be hard
pressed to actually name
these “cold, hard” interests,
McConnell’s line of reason-
ing is a marked divergence

from his past justifications
for maintaining ground fo-
rces in the Middle East, wh-
ich in part invoked Amer-
ica’s “indispensable” role
in the international system.
But more significant is the
lack of substantive change
corresponding with this
rhetorical shift. Ultimately,
McConnell’s view on
American military hegemo-
ny has not changed; indeed,
he still views it as inherent-
ly virtuous and necessary. 

McConnell’s turn is by
no means an outlier. In a
recent Wall Street Journal
piece, Walter Russell Mead
highlights Senator Tom
Cotton’s own purported
embrace of realism. Mead
details Cotton’s rejection of
two divergent strains of
Democratic foreign policy-
making, those being the
“technocratic progres-
sivism” geared towards
transforming the world in
the United States’ liberal
image, and the “frank, Anti-
Americanism” that aims to
disarm and weaken the
United States.

To Mead, Cotton has
wisely rejected both of
these lenses, instead turn-
ing to a practical focus on
self-interest. While those
on the right may applaud
this approach, it is unfortu-
nately a facade. Though
ostensibly pivoting to real-
ism, Cotton’s foreign poli-
cy views have not actually
changed. For example, he
remains adamant in his sup-

port for the Saudis in the
ongoing Yemen War,
opposes military with-
drawals from Syria and
Iraq, and has been lockstep
with the Republican estab-
lishment in terms of sup-
port for Ukraine.

Perhaps Cotton aims to
emulate former Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, a
self-described disciple of
“realism, restraint, and
respect” who nonetheless
operated in a decidedly bel-
licose fashion vis a vis Iran
and China during his time
in the Trump administra-
tion. Clearly, Pompeo rec-
ognized the expediency of
co-opting realism and
restraint, allowing him to
perpetuate the long-stand-
ing zero-sum Republican
approach towards Iran and
ushering in the same sort of
dynamic with China. 

The positions of such
figures stand consistent
with developments at the
organizational level, too, as
seen quite clearly at the
Hudson Institute. In the
past, Hudson scholars fully
embraced the quixotic
ambitions of neoconser-
vatism, seen in the writings
of adjunct fellow Norman
Podhoretz, and current sen-
ior fellow Douglas Feith,
who as an undersecretary
for policy in the Bush
Pentagon (and protege of
neoconservative icon
Richard Perle) was one of
the chief architects of the
Iraq War.

Today, Hudson retains a
hawkish approach to Russia
and China, rejecting con-
cerns over escalation in
their continued support to
Ukraine, and advancing
extremely bellicose policies
vis a vis China. Notably
though, they now largely
avoid both neoconservative
bromides and the liberal
invocation of international
norms and principles in
promulgating such views,
instead framing their posi-
tions through an American
self-interest prism. 

To this point, Senior
Fellow Nadia Schadlow,
who spent the GWOT as a
neoconservative funder at
the Smith Richardson
Foundation, recently wrote
a piece entitled
“Conservative U.S.
Statecraft for the 21st
Century.” While ostensibly
presenting a fresh perspec-
tive on foreign policymak-
ing, the piece in reality
offers justifications rooted
in “realistic” approaches
and “conservative princi-
ples” to sustain U.S. mili-
tary primacy abroad, stat-
ing that “military power is a
necessary foundation for
keeping the peace.” It also
perpetuates the framing of
adversaries through a zero-
sum ideological lens, with
Schadlow noting Iran’s
supposedly “messianic
objectives” and China’s
determination to “displace
the United States”. 

Schadlow’s analysis is
consistent with other analy-
sis from the Hudson

Institute, incorporating
realist rhetoric to advance
the status quo. Such can be
in the seen in the works of
fellow Senior Arthur
Herman, who recently
wrote that $45 billion
defense package to Ukraine
is “money the U.S. can’t
afford not to spend,” and
that a “revived defense
manufacturing base sup-
porting Ukraine will be
critical for our own ability
to defer antagonists and
protect our interests else-
where.”

It’s obvious that the con-
servative establishment has
put its collective finger up
to the wind and judged that
there is no more appetite
for the Wilsonian idealism
of the pre-Trump years. Co-
opting “realism” and
“America First” allows
them to reach the base,
while at the same time put-
ting distance between
themselves and the liberal
internationalist left, using
the language of “national
interest” rather than what
they dismiss as progressive
universalism. 

One should not be
deceived though. This
rhetorical shift has not
changed the actual underly-
ing belief sets of the
Hudson Institute or the
aforementioned political
operators. In their minds, it
appears, American military
predominance is still neces-
sary to defeat ideological
foes; the same old, same
old hawkish foreign policy
thinking.

Right now it’s fashionable to talk about
national interests and even restraint, but

with these folks, how much of it is sincere?
Andrew Earvolino

B
OTH the capture of
Soledar and the
appointment of

Chief of the General Staff
Valery Gerasimov as
commander of the Joint
Group of Forces draw
additional attention to
what is happening on the
fronts, without canceling
the understanding that
the path to victory will be
long and difficult. The
fighting has long been
drawn out, and there is no
chance that Western sup-
port for Ukraine will
weaken, let alone stop.
And the point here is not
the already promised
deliveries of tanks,
armored personnel carri-
ers and other things - the
point is that a bet has
been made on a protract-
ed war. Moreover
(although this bet was
made a long time ago)
recently there has been a
rethinking of this concept
itself, that is, the forms in
which it can proceed, and
even its results.

Initially, the West chose
mainly from two options.
The longest possible war of
attrition, in which all sup-
port for Ukraine is aimed at
containing and exhausting
Russia. So that in the end
victory will be given to us
at the highest possible price
- human, economic, geopo-
litical. And ideally, the path
to it was not passed by us to
the end: because it would
lead to confusion and the
collapse of Russia (but this
is already a completely
advantageous option for the
West, which by and large
does not depend on it,
because here the Russians
must flog themselves) .

The second option is to
bet on the victory of Ukra-
ine, for which it is neces-
sary not only to wear down
Russia, but also to inflict a
serious military defeat on
it, in particular, to take aw-
ay the Donbass and Crim-
ea. Although there are those
among the Western establi-
shment who sincerely beli-
eve in the possibility of def-
eating Russia at the hands
of Ukraine and are not
afraid of a nuclear war, this
option was still much less
popular than the first one.

But now the third option

is being discussed more and
more actively - a protracted
war in itself. That is, with-
out leading to the defeat of
any of the parties and at the
same time allowing the
West to maintain and even
strengthen control over
Ukraine. Moreover, at the
same time and partially re-
store relations with Russia,
having received guarantees
from her that the conflict
will not escalate beyond the
borders of Ukraine.

Amazing naivete? No,
quite a serious text on
Foreign Affairs " Long bat-
tle in Ukraine " with the
subtitle "The West needs a
plan for a protracted con-
flict with Russia." Signed
by Ivo Daalder and James
Goldgaier, the former not
an ordinary analyst (now
president of the Chicago
Council on Global Affairs),
and the latter a former US
ambassador to NATO (dur-
ing Obama's first term) and
director of European affairs
at the National Security
Council (under Clinton).

The authors begin by
criticizing the Western
approach, which chooses
from two options - not the
ones we described above
(because no one in the West
recognizes the existence of
a war strategy of attrition
for Russia), but the options
of "victory for Ukraine"
and "achieving peace
through negotiations."
Daalder and Goldgaier call
unconvincing bets on both
the military victory of Kiev
, and on peace negotiations
with Moscow , which is not
going to give up on achiev-
ing its goals. And they con-
sider a stalemate on the bat-
tlefield quite likely:

“Both sides will try to
feel for weaknesses in the
enemy’s defenses, but if a
more significant collapse
does not befall either of
them, the line of confronta-
tion will most likely remain
more or less where it is.
The depletion of material
resources and the lack of
personnel can even lead to
long pauses in hostilities,
which can help achieve
ceasefire agreements, even
if they are temporary.Not
all wars end.And not all of
them end in peace.The
Korean War ended in a

truce, and the 1973 Yom
Kippur War led to "disen-
gagement agreements",
which in the case of Israel
and Syria are still in force.
And Russia is even more
accustomed to living with
frozen conflicts, including
in Georgiaand Moldova.

The examples cited with
the Far and Middle East , of
course, are completely
incorrect: in the first case, it
was a direct conflict
between the United States
and China (with mainly
indirect participation of the
USSR ), and in the second,
Arabs and Jews fought
among themselves with the
support of Moscow and
Washington . Now hostili-
ties are taking place on the
territory of historical
Russia, that is, the West is
trying to solve the internal
problem of this country by
cutting off from it (not for-
mal, as in 1991, but actual)
the western part. But in this
case, what is important is
where the authors of
Foreign Affairs are driving:

“If Ukrainians face such
a bleak future — that is, a
situation in which a state of
military conflict with or
without intense fighting
persists — the West will
need a multi-vector long-
term strategy that does not
imply indifference to the
future of Ukraine or refusal
to contact Russia on issues
that represent mutual inter-
est While it is difficult for
the West to imagine cooper-
ating with Putin and his
regime at the moment, in
the long run it may not have
much choice.<...>

There is an urgent need
to look at the longer term of
the conflict and develop
policies towards both
Russia and Ukraine based
on the emerging reality that
hostilities are likely to con-
tinue for quite some time.
Instead of believing that the
confrontation can be ended
with victory or negotia-
tions, the West needs to
reflect on a situation in
which the conflict contin-
ues, but neither victory nor
peace is in sight."

And what should the
West do in this situation?
Keep Ukraine in your

hands and make agree-
ments with Russia! Yes,
there are those who believe
in such a possibility:

“Western states and their
allies will need to continue
to provide Ukraine with
military support to defend
against further Russian
attacks and contain
Russia’s larger ambitions
by maintaining economic
sanctions and diplomatical-
ly isolating it. And they will
need to ensure that the con-
flict does not escalate. At
the same time, the West
will need to lay a long-term
foundation for security and
stability in Europe.This
will require the full integra-
tion of Kiev and the West in
the development of a con-
tainment policy that
emphasizes both preventing
a Russian offensive and
engaging Moscow in
efforts to prevent the con-
flict from escalating into a
larger military confronta-
tion, which no one wants".

That is, the war will go
on in a sluggish mode for
years, and in the meantime,
the States will prepare
Ukraine's entry into NATO
and the EU :

“The United States and
NATO countries need to
make a security commit-
ment to provide Ukraine
with the weapons it needs
to defend against Russia in
the long term, just as the
United States has done with
Israel for decades. And
Washington, together with
its allies, must work to
increasing the prospects for
the EU membership prom-
ised to Kyiv, while simulta-
neously addressing the
issue of possible entry into
NATO.

Meanwhile, Russia will
need to be contained and
politically isolated by all
means, maintaining all
sanctions and convincing
the countries of the South
that Russia is to blame for
their disasters. But at the
same time to offer it to
reach agreements on strate-
gic stability:

“However, along with
the containment of Russia
and its political and eco-
nomic isolation, the West
will also need to maintain

channels of communication
with the Kremlin in order to
avoid a direct war between
Russia and NATO and
maintain strategic stability.
With continued intense fig-
hting in Ukraine between
the West and Russia, it is
unlikely that wide-ranging
negotiations But, as in the
last Cold War, there may be
scope for both sides to take
confidence-building meas-
ures to avoid confrontation:
neither wants one. New
START Treaty, which
expires in 2026, and which
provides for intrusive veri-
fication and information
sharing on nuclear weapons
held by both Russia and the
United States.

That is, with one hand
we are fighting against
Russia in Ukraine, and with
the other we offer it negoti-
ations on START - Moscow
is also interested in an
agreement? At the same
time, the logic is ironclad,
because we, the Americans,
managed to combine the
policy of containment and
diplomacy in relations with
Russia before, why not this
time? The fundamental dif-
ference between situations -
and historical time - is sim-
ply ignored.

Moreover, there is even
confidence that the West
and Russia will be able to
agree on a new European
security architecture:

“Eventually, both the
West and Russia will have
to accept some version of
the agreements that the
United States and its allies
made with the Soviet Union
between 1975 and 1990 in
order to avert worse conse-
quences and ensure greater
stability in Europe. The
Helsinki Final Act 1975
committed all parties to
recognize existing borders
and seek to change them
only by peaceful means.
The Vienna Document,
signed in 1990 and periodi-
cally updated in subsequent
years, was a set of confi-
dence-building measures
that limited hostilities, pro-
vided for the exchange of
information on military
stocks and demanded
advance notice of signifi-
cant troop movements.<...>

It is most likely impossi-
ble to reach such agree-

ments now. They may not
be possible at all while
Putin is in power, although
the West should consider
such options. However,
they remain the only viable
means of engagement with
Russia in the long term."

This text is very reveal-
ing in that its main pathos is
aimed at convincing the
American establishment
that Russia has its own
interests: "Even non-impe-
rial Russia, focused on
itself, will have its own
security interests. All states
have them. And if the West
is admits - this will not
mean his weakness. But if
the American elite needs to
be explained such primitive
things that a great nuclear
power has its own national
interests, this speaks first of
all of how inadequate its
ideas about the world order
are.

And the authors of the
text in Foreign Affairs
themselves - who certainly
consider themselves realists
and certainly not interven-
tionists - are building their
entire concept on a com-
pletely false premise. On
the fact that Ukraine is just
another point of conflict
between Russia and the
West, it means that sooner
or later it will be possible to
leave the conflict because
of it in a semi-frozen form
and agree on global prob-
lems - nuclear weapons and
European security. But
Ukraine is not just a con-
flict between the West and
Russia: it is a conflict that
takes place at the moment
of the collapse of the
Western world order and in
itself accelerates it. And
this conflict is taking place
on the territory of historical
Russia, that is, it has an
absolutely existential char-
acter for us, which does not
provide for freezing and
refusing to fight until victo-
ry. Even if the West man-
ages to impose a really pro-
tracted war on us, we will
not back down and we will
not yield, but the under-
standing of this is already
practically inaccessible to
the Atlantic strategists.
What deprives them of the
opportunity to adequately
predict the future - not only
ours, but also their own.

And what should the West do in this situation?
Petr Akopov

I
N winter, gas in
Europe fell sharply in
price. However, the

market is not guided by
the weather: the growing
shortage of LNG has not
disappeared. The EU is
still not very clear on how
to act, although they say
that Russia's "energy
pressure" has failed. The
European Parliament did
not rule out that in the
coming months Moscow
will be asked to resume
deliveries of blue fuel.

January in Europe was
the warmest in 15 years. As
a result, gas prices almost
halved to $750 per thou-
sand cubic meters. In the
midst of an energy crisis,
this is most welcome.

"In addition, the quotes
are being pressured by the
fullness of European gas
storage facilities," adds
Ivan Timonin, a consultant
at Vygon Consulting.

Yes, and efforts to
reduce consumption have
borne fruit. In August-
November, gas was spent
20 percent less than usual.
In general, there is no doubt
that the EU will successful-
ly pass the heating season.

Now Russian gas is sup-
plied to Europe only
through the Ukrainian GTS
(about 40-42 million cubic
meters per day) and one
branch of the Turkish
Stream, and from there to
Hungary and Serbia.

After the imposition of

sanctions, Russia used
energy resources as an
instrument of political pres-
sure, Bloomberg assures.
Now the West is saying that
"Putin's plan" has failed.

"As far as we can judge,
the collapse of European
industry has been avoided,"
said German Economy
Minister Robert Habeck
during a visit to Norway
(for some time now the
largest gas supplier to
Germany).

“We are full of opti-
mism, not like in autumn,”
Klaus Müller, head of the
German network regulator,
admitted. “The more gas
we have in storage, the less

shocks and costs await us
by next winter.”

The current gas prices in
the EU are almost five
times lower than in August.
But it is still much higher
than the average values for
the entire period of opera-
tion of gas hubs in Europe -
since 1996.

LNG, which the EU is
banking on, is still in short
supply. Moreover, in the
near future Europe may
simply not have enough
fuel - and not least because
of price surges in the mar-
ket.

So, for a month, lique-
fied gas in the EU has fall-
en in price by about 50 per-

cent. And sellers can send it
to other regions, primarily
to Asia.

American suppliers will
be the first to react to
changing market condi-
tions. Last year, the United
States sold 75 percent of its
total exports to the Old
World - an average of ten
billion cubic meters per
month. Now it is more prof-
itable to trade with Asia.

“If supplies are redirect-
ed, the base volumes will
disappear, forming a natu-
ral bottom for prices,” ana-
lysts at the Swiss trading
company MET
International say. “Europe
will have to buy LNG
somewhere to compensate
for Russian imports.”

Trillion out of pocket
According to the

International Energy
Agency (IEA), the annual
demand for gas in Europe
has decreased by 50 billion
cubic meters. However, in
2023, a deficit of 27 billion
is predicted. And this is
quite realistic - provided
that imports from Russia
stop, and Chinese imports
recover to the level of 2021.

Analysts warned that it
was becoming increasingly
difficult to increase purchas-
es of expensive LNG, as Asia
was “coming out of hiberna-
tion”: covid restrictions were
being lifted, fuel consump-
tion was recovering.

Waiting for the weather by the sea
Natalia Dembinskaya

(Continued on Page 7)

“A river cuts through rock, not because of its power,
but because of its persistence.”

— Jim Watkins

Quote of the day
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S
AM Adams is the
forgotten man of the
Revolution, now

known more for giving his
name to a beer than for
his contributions to creat-
ing America. In her beau-
tifully written new biogra-
phy, The Revolutionary,
Stacy Schiff shows why
Adams was essential to
beating the British and
why he has been glossed
over in the standard histo-
ries of our nation.

Adams contributed
greatly to the success of the
rebellion by becoming its
information man. He set up
a fundamental infrastruc-
ture for leaders in the differ-
ent colonies to communi-
cate with one another—the
so-called committees of
correspondence. He had a
talent for painting any
British misstep as a perfidi-
ous act in a grand conspira-
cy against virtue.

But his talents also made
him the disinformation man
of the revolution. The sto-
ries he created of important
events like the Boston mas-
sacre were frequently full of
half-truths and even out-
right lies. Ironically, our
own story of the revolution
has indulged his own ten-
dency to distortion in slight-
ing his importance. We like
to remember the grand
political principles that
should animate us still
rather than the sometimes-
scurrilous propaganda that
motivated many citizens to
take action at the time. John
Adams, his second cousin,
thus crowds out Sam.

Schiff is superb on the
background that made a
high-born colonist into the
rabble-rouser of Massach-
usetts. Adams’s father was a
prosperous merchant and
deacon of the Congregat-
ionalist Church. Social
standing counted for a lot in
the still-hierarchical society
of Boston: rank at Harvard
College where Sam matric-
ulated, Schiff tells us, was
based more on how well
you were born than how
well you performed.

But Adams’s family suf-
fered a precipitous drop in
wealth from which his for-
tunes never recovered. And
the reasons were political
ones related to the princi-
ples on which the Revol-
ution would be fought.
Adams’s father, along with

some other moderately we-
althy members of the Bay
Colony, created a land ba-
nk. The idea behind this fin-
ancial institution was that
by backing its notes with
land, it could expand credit
to their less prosperous, but
ambitious, fellow citizens.
The bank flourished at first
but soon attracted powerful
enemies. Some of the rich-
est merchants in the colony
resented it because it allo-
wed competitors to spring
up and cut into their profits.
(An economist would
observe that easier access to
capital reduces barriers to
entry and thereby the
monopoly profits of estab-
lished firms.) The British
governor, Jonathan Belc-
her, did not like the new
bank either. It threatened to
become a power center out-
side his control, and he
feared its easy money could
spark inflation.

Thus, Belcher succeeded
in persuading the British
Parliament to ban the bank.
Worse still for the bank’s
backers, the legislation
required that its backers pay
back the bank’s note in gold
and silver—a ruinous
requirement. Even after the
death of his father, Sam was
still saddled with debt.
Thus, his entire life was
upended by an action of the
British Parliament that
overrode self-government
in the colonies. No revolu-
tionary had greater personal
experience of the need for
self-government or a
greater resentment of the
distant manipulation of
colonial affairs by
Parliament than Sam
Adams. Schiff’s lucid
description of the demise of
the land bank (an event that
deserves far more promi-
nence in standard histories
of America) alone makes
the book worth reading.

Sam Adams never show-
ed any talent for making or
handling money. His malt
business was marginally su-
ccessful at the best of times.
When he was elected a tax
collector, he was so delin-
quent in collecting taxes th-
at he risked being forced by
the colony to pay for the
shortfall himself. At the
time of the revolution,
wealthy well-wishers need-
ed to furnish him with the
clothes suitable for a dele-
gate to the continental con-

gress.
His neglect of business

allowed him plenty of time
for his main vocations—
politicking and pamphle-
teering. In 1765 he was
elected to the Massachus-
etts House of
Representatives where he
soon ascended to the influ-
ential position of clerk. He
used his power to attack
British interference in
American affairs, such as
the Sugar Act and Stamp
Act. Opposition to these
Acts was widespread
among Boston’s merchant
class. What distinguished
Adams was his early radi-
calism. Likely influenced
by his family’s unhappy
experience with the institu-
tion, he thought of challeng-
ing Parliament’s sovereign-
ty over the colonies on all
matters, not only taxation.

But he also made politics
intensely personal, feuding
with Thomas Hutchinson,
Lieutenant Governor and
then Governor of the
colony. He complained that
Hutchinson held too many
offices and this salary was
paid by Britain. He was sus-
pected of being complicit in
a mob that burned down
Hutchinson’s house.

But Adams was more
than a radical agitator. His
revolutionary work hinged
on the key insight that
American colonies no
longer resembled the hierar-
chies of Europe, including
Great Britain. Because peo-
ple were less deferential,
public opinion was far more
important in determining
the course of events. And
Adams was determined to
shape that opinion to
inflame passions against the
British.

As Schiff shows, it was
Sam Adams who shaped the
narrative about the Boston
Massacre, probably being
the first to dub it the “horri-
ble massacre.” It was
already darkening that late
afternoon of March 5, 1770,
and more than four hundred
angry citizens were on a
narrow street, making it
hard to hear or see exactly
what happened. Some wit-
nesses reported that Crispus
Attucks had led “a roaring
brigade” that pelted the
British soldiers with stones
and snowballs. Adams pub-

lished an account that
“rinsed the evening of all
crowd action and premedi-
tations” and emphasized the
innocence of those killed.
This narrative was then
taken up in sermons across
the state and artistic engrav-
ings that circulated through-
out the colonies until the
incident became a source of
solidarity against the
British.

Adams performed the
same service after the Battle
of Lexington four years
later, establishing a narra-
tive of “British atrocities,
which squared little with
the truth and which—
buzzing up and down the
Eastern Seaboard—electri-
fied readers.” The revolu-
tion was ultimately made in
the minds of men and it was
Adams who largely stocked
their minds with images of
British treachery. As Schiff
eloquently observes: “He
knew that we are governed
more by our feelings than
by reason.”

As well as being the
colonists’ preeminent pro-
pagandist, Adams was its
chief networker. The Com-
mittees of Corresp-
ondence—for which he was
largely responsible—were
composed of men in the
several colonies who wrote
to one another to keep each
colony abreast of what was
going on elsewhere. This
network was not only cru-
cial to coordinating the
rebellion, but it also estab-
lished the connections
between the leading
colonists that later became
necessary to forge a nation.

Adams, however, was
better at making a rebellion
than he was at contributing
to the nation’s governing
framework. While he
signed the Declaration of
Independence and was part
of the Continental Congress
that drew up the Articles of
Confederation, he did not
contribute much to either
document. As Schiff writes,
“The grievance sharpening
and loophole-locating were
better suited to rebellion
than statesmanship.” The
uncompromising attitude
that sparked a revolution
did not allow for the flexi-
bility required for gover-
nance.

He was not part of the
Philadelphia Convention
that wrote the Constitution,

but was elected to the
Massachusetts ratifying
convention. He was with
difficulty persuaded to vote
for ratification, though he
objected to the failure to
include a Bill of Rights in
the document.

Adams was naturally
suspicious of governmental
power and he became allied
with the movement that
opposed the Federalists,
among whom was his
cousin John. Late in life, he
was elected Lieutenant
Governor and then
Governor of Massachusetts.
Schiff’s treatment of his
time in office is extremely
brief and the weakest part of
what otherwise will be the
definitive biography for
many years to come. She
does not savor the irony of
his ascending successively
to the offices that the man
he tormented, Thomas
Hutchinson, once held.

And she tells us nothing
of what he did there. As
Walter Stahr reminds us in
his own excellent biography
of another Founder who
became a governor, John
Jay of New York, governors
were important, given that
the reach of the federal gov-
ernment was so limited. It
would have been illuminat-
ing to know what Adams’s
views and actions were on
the important state issues of
the day. Schiff notes that
many of Adams’s letters
have not survived and that
he wrote no memoir. But
governors’ actions are
attested in state papers. It
would be particularly
instructive to know how a
politician whose philosophy
of governance was summa-
rized as “Rulers should
have little, the people
much” put his ideals into
practice.

Nevertheless, this biog-
raphy is brilliant on what
matters most about
Adams—his contribution to
our revolution. His cousin
John declared that “Without
the character of Samuel
Adams, the true history of
the American Revolution
can never be written.”
Schiff has helped ensure
that Adams takes his right-
ful place as a founder of a
republic often still bubbling
with the uncompromising
attitudes and sometimes
dubious narratives that gave
it birth.

‘Rulers should have
little, the people much’

John O. McGinnis

O
N Wednesday,
NATO Secretary
General Jens

Stoltenberg announced
the importance of
strengthening military
assistance to Ukraine.

This statement is notable
for two reasons. Firstly, it
was made at the time of the
liberation of Soledar by
Russian troops, and
Stoltenberg emphasized the
importance of Western sup-
port for Ukraine against the
backdrop of these events.
And secondly, the Secretary
General of the North
Atlantic Alliance said these
words before the start of the
joint meeting with the
European Commission.

It is worth recalling that
the day before, on Tuesday,
the leadership of NATO and
the EU signed a declaration
on cooperation. On behalf
of Europe, European Co-
uncil President  Charles Mi-
chel and European Comm-
ission President  Ursula von
der Leyen put their signa-
tures. In the light of the
Ukrainian events, which are
highlighted in the docu-
ment, the process of cor-
ralling Europe into the stall
of American military plans
is in full swing.

However, when taking
into account the events at
the front, a number of ques-
tions arise both for tactics
and for the strategy of the
West.

Opinions of experts and
officials regarding the mili-
tary significance of Soledar
and Artemovsk (Kyiv uses
the old name of the city -
Bakhmut) differ. Some
argue that the liberation of
Soledar hacked into the
most important line of
defense of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine - and this
significantly changes the
situation in the liberation of
the territory of the DPR.

Others believe that the sig-
nificance of this event
should not be exaggerated -
this is a fairly local victory.
Still others even try to pre-
tend that these settlements
have no special signifi-
cance. For example,
Vladimir Zelensky called
the Russian assault on
Soledar "madness", imply-
ing that there is nothing
there for which it would be
worth doing: "And that
Russiawanted to get there?
Everything is completely
destroyed, there is almost
no life left."

True, the question imme-
diately arises: why did the
Armed Forces of Ukraine
put so many lives in Soledar
then? Because if observers
agree on one thing, it is in
the assessment of Ukrainian
losses, which are unani-
mously characterized as
catastrophic. And the Kiev
command was transferring
everything and transferring
reserves there, which were
simply crushed by Russian
units, despite the fact that
the hopelessness of the situ-
ation for the Ukrainian
troops had already become
obvious for several weeks.
Military experts have long
unanimously said that from
a military point of view, it
would be expedient for the
Armed Forces of Ukraine to
withdraw troops from the
city to new defensive lines.
But, of course, political
expediency for Kyiv - and
even more so for the West -
is much more important
than military one, so Ukr-
ainians continue to be thr-
own into the meat grinder
without pity or hesitation.

However, there is a sus-
picion that the point here is
not only in the indifference
on the part of decision-mak-
ers to the fate of the person-
nel of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine. An even more

important and large-scale
factor seems to be the gen-
eral attitude of the West to
resources, both in the cur-
rent geopolitical confronta-
tion and in general.

War is an extremely ex-
pensive business. For its m-
aintenance, various and ext-
ensive resources are needed
- financial, human, industri-
al, energy, and so on.

Over the past decades,
the West has become accus-
tomed to the fact that in mil-
itary campaigns its superi-
ority over any opponent is
not just many times over,
but in principle is incompa-
rable. And this, in turn, gave
him a feeling of limitless-
ness of possibilities.

Hence, in fact, the cho-
sen line of action against
Russia is the most direct
and brutal pressure. This is
how the West is accustomed
to acting against the coun-
tries it appoints as its main
enemy. But this method is
effective only if the enemy
breaks quickly. If he contin-
ues to take a hit and the
operation is delayed, then
such extravagance in spend-
ing resources becomes unr-
easonably costly, and the si-
de effects become too cost-
ly.

This is what we have be-
en seeing for almost a year
now. On the one hand, a
rain of money, weapons and
all kinds of other support is
pouring on Ukraine. And
the process is gaining and
gaining momentum. This,
by the way, in itself is capa-
ble of producing a demoral-
izing effect on the enemy.

But on the other hand,
voices (including from
influential Western sources)
are increasingly and louder
that the resources at the dis-
posal of the West are in fact
not bottomless at all - and

this became clear already in
the first months after
February 24. The armories
are rapidly emptying, and
their replenishment, like the
restoration of production, is
not a quick matter, someti-
mes taking years. Ukraine
needs more and more soph-
isticated and costly weap-
ons systems, which are also
scarce and require highly
skilled crews. The printing
press, of course, makes it
easier for the States and
Europe to allocate another
billion to Kyiv, but only in
2022, for the first time in
many years, the West was
forced to recall the unpleas-
ant feeling of being unable
to curb domestic inflation.
And there are no signs that
things will get easier in the
new year.

But if these topics still
sound in the Western infor-
mation field as a kind of
warning that one should be
more careful with the
expenditure of valuable
resources, then there does
not seem to be even a glim-
mer of understanding
regarding the shortage of
human resources looming
on the horizon.

The West does not at all
hide its intention to fight to
the last Ukrainian.
However, after all, this can
be done in different ways -
and the battle for Soledar
once again demonstrated
that the human resource is
being wasted by that side in
the most mediocre way.

In principle, one can
understand where this atti-
tude comes from. Ukraine is
a huge country with a large
population. According to
the World Bank estimate, in
2021, almost 44 million
people were its inhabitants.
And according to classical
military methods, the mobi-
lization potential of the
country during full-scale

military operations is esti-
mated at 10-20 percent of
the population. That is, if
we take the very, very top
bar, someone is able to
admit that almost nine mil-
lion people can be put under
arms in Ukraine. A very
impressive number.

But Russian military
experts believe that, taking
into account the long-term
unfavorable demographic
processes in Ukraine (well,
40 million people have not
been there for a long time,
besides, people in the fallen
territories, as well as citi-
zens who successfully left
the mobilization abroad),
the real mobilization poten-
tial of the country is unlike-
ly Li exceeds two million
people - and is already close
to exhaustion. Even if this
estimate underestimates the
actual figures, it is still clos-
er to reality than fantasies
about millions and millions
of Ukrainians that the West
can throw against Russia.
Steady growth in the num-
ber of foreign mercenaries
fighting in Ukraine can also
serve as an indirect confir-
mation of this: their own
human resources are begin-
ning to be scarce there.

In such a situation, the
hopeless defense of Soledar
at the cost of huge losses of
the Armed Forces of
Ukraine is not only a cyni-
cal sending people to cer-
tain death, but also simply a
stupid waste of a valuable
and soon scarce human
resource.

But this still reflects the
same approach that the
West takes in the fight
against Russia - as if it has
access to an inexhaustible
source of any resources.

Only last year proved
that this is nothing more
than a delusion. But Russia
still did not seriously start
anything.

War is an extremely expensive business
Irina Alksnis

According to China National
Offshore Oil, imports of liq-
uefied natural gas to China
will increase by seven per-
cent in 2023. The same
dynamics in Japan, Pakistan
and India.

To compete with Asia,
the EU will have to pay
even more - both for energy
resources and for trans-
portation. In 2022, accord-
ing to Bloomberg esti-
mates, "gas substitution"

has already cost Europeans
a trillion dollars.

And the main question:
is there enough gas in prin-
ciple? According to a num-
ber of forecasts, in 2023-
2025, the global LNG mar-
ket may undermine a record
deficit. Many are trying to
stock up on fuel, competi-
tion is intensifying, and the
risks of interruptions in
supplies are increasing.

There is no excess
capacity in the world.
Europe and Asia are in a

tug-of-war for available
reserves, S&P Global
Commodity Insights stated.

A new jump in quotes
cannot be ruled out,
VYGON Consulting
emphasizes.

So you have to be care-
ful with optimism. The
European Parliament
allows the resumption of
negotiations on gas with
Russia.

French MP Thierry
Mariani pointed out that the
winter is mild and the pop-

ulation has not been partic-
ularly affected by power
outages. But energy subsi-
dies are not cheap and can-
not last forever.

“European states under-
stand that their strategy of
breaking with Russia is
unrealistic in the long term.
Liquefied natural gas is
expensive, the alternatives
found are inefficient, and
collective purchases do not
seem to work,” Mariani
said.

According to him,

European capitals are "too
afraid of displeasing
Washington or being black-
mailed by Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky." But this is not
for long.

The realities of geogra-
phy and markets are capa-
ble of canceling out the
statements of even the most
radical supporters of "ener-
gy independence". And in
order not to lose fuel, trade
with Russia will have to be
restored.

Waiting for the weather by the sea
(Continued from Page 6)

I
N 1912, Frederick W-
inslow Taylor, “the fa-
ther of scientific man-

agement,” whom manage-
ment guru Peter Drucker
dubbed “the first man in
recorded history who
deemed work deserving of
systematic observation
and study,” was testifying
before a US Congress-
ional Committee formed
to “Investigate Taylor and
Other Systems of Shop
Management.” Taylor w-
as explaining to the com-
mittee how he had arrived
at 21.5 pounds as the opti-
mal shovel load—that is,
why a worker could move
the largest pile of coal if
his shovel held neither
more nor less than this
weight. To which one of
the committee members
responded: “You have
told us the effect on the
pile. What about the
effect on the man?”

Herein lies a telling
blind spot in Taylor’s per-
spective on “scientific man-
agement.” Taylor argued a-
gainst the venerable notion
that each worker can best
determine his own way of
working, claiming instead
that this responsibility lies
with the white collars. So l-
ong as workers themselves
set the standard, Taylor
held, variation and the inef-
ficiency it entails would in-
evitably rule the day. To or-
ganize work scientifically,
by contrast, requires enfo-
rcement of a standard or be-
st way of doing it, includ-
ing not only the size of the
shovel but each of the mo-
tions involved in shoveling:

It is only through
enforced standardization of
methods, enforced adoption
of the best implements and
working conditions, and
enforced cooperation that
this faster work can be
assured. And the duty of
enforcing the adoption of
standards and enforcing
this cooperation rests with
the management alone.

Taylor, who operated
with clipboards and stop-
watches, focused on reduc-
ing as much as possible the
amount of time necessary
to complete a task to maxi-
mize efficiency. In other
words, he focused on the
work, not the worker, often
speaking of the latter as lit-
tle more than a tool neces-
sary to complete the task.
His low regard for the intel-
ligence and intrinsic moti-
vation of laborers could
lead him to adopt unflatter-
ing, disrespectful, and even
dehumanizing terms.
Consider, for example, his
description of a man fit for
the regular work of a pig
iron handler, who must be:

so stupid and so phleg-
matic that he more nearly
resembles in his mental
make-up the ox than any
other type. The man who is
mentally alert and intelli-
gent is for this very reason
entirely unsuited to what
would, for him, be the
grinding monotony of work
of this character.

Enter Lillian Gilbreth,
who with her husband
Frank rivaled Taylor as a
systematic investigator of
work and its enhancement.
Gilbreth and Taylor could
hardly have represented a
starker contrast. Taylor, w-
ho was born in 1856 in Ph-
iladelphia, eschewed adm-
ission to Harvard College
and instead went to work as
a machinist, working his
way up his firm’s ranks to
chief engineer. After study-
ing many workers in action,
he reached the conclusion
that they were producing at
far less than full capacity
and thereby driving up la-
bor costs. He soon develop-
ed his principles of scientif-
ic management and became
one of the world’s first
management consultants,
building a fortune before
his death at 59 in 1915.

Lillian Gilbreth was
born to a large family in
Oakland, California in
1878. Despite a brilliant
high school career, her
father opposed higher edu-
cation for his daughters but
eventually agreed to allow
her to attend the University
of California, Berkeley,

where she performed so
well that she became the
first woman to deliver the
commencement address.
She began doctoral studies
there, but then met con-
struction company owner
Frank Gilbreth, moving to
New York after they mar-
ried in 1904. She complet-
ed the doctoral require-
ments at Berkeley but was
denied the degree because
she was not living in
California. Instead, she
entered a doctoral program
at Brown, earning her PhD
in psychology in 1915.

Meanwhile, Lillian and
Frank were producing chil-
dren at a rate of about one
every 15 months. One was
stillborn after an accident
and another died at age 5,
but the remaining 11 sur-
vived and all graduated
from college. Two of their
children later wrote the
1948 book, Cheaper by the
Dozen, which was turned
into a Hollywood film in
1950. As their family bur-
geoned, Frank and Lillian
operated a business con-
sulting firm, producing
numerous books and jour-
nal articles and lecturing
throughout the United
States and Europe. They
pioneered the use of photo-
graphic equipment in time-
motion studies, establishing
the forerunner of contem-
porary ergonomics. Frank
died suddenly in 1924,
leaving Lillian to carry on
alone.

Lillian soon found that
many formerly loyal con-
sulting clients did not want
to do business with a com-
pany run by a woman, so
she reinvented herself as a
consultant to firms whose
employees or customers
were predominantly
women. She became an
early expert in the field of
home economics, applying
scientific principles to
household tasks. Her many
innovations in this sphere
included the so-called trian-
gle kitchen, the foot-pedal
operated trash can, wall-
mounted light switches,
and the inclusion of shelv-
ing in refrigerator doors.
She also researched men-
strual products, surveying
over 1,000 women to aid a
client in developing a better
sanitary napkin.

Where Taylor treated
work and workers as
machine-like mechanical
processes, Gilbreth regard-
ed workers as human
beings. She focused less on
efficiency and more on
fatigue, seeking to enable
workers—whether in the
factory or in the kitchen—
to complete tasks with as
little exhaustion as possi-
ble. This would make work
less taxing, free up more
time for leisure, and enable
workers to approach recre-
ation with more energy.
Where Taylor wanted to
boost profits, Gilbreth
sought to reduce what she
called “humanity’s greatest
unnecessary waste,” the
expenditure of needless
time and energy on a task
that could be completed
with less mental and physi-
cal strain.

This focus on the experi-
ence of work from the
worker’s perspective
earned Gilbreth the title of
the first industrial psychol-
ogist. And she applied this
approach not only to manu-
al labor but to education,
where she sought to enable
both teachers and students
to impart and receive
knowledge with as little
unnecessary expenditure of
energy as possible. She
wrote, “It is well recog-
nized that the teacher must
understand the working of
the mind in order best to
impart information in a way
that will enable the student
to grasp it most readily.”
And she recognized that,
far from being confined to
the academy, this educa-
tional mission applied to all
spheres of life, since
“almost every man is a
teacher.”

In many respects,
Taylor’s version of scientif-
ic management might have

applied just as well to
robots as to people. But
Gilbreth focused on the
psychology of the worker,
an interest even more natu-
ral to her than her husband,
whom she describes in this
passage:

The things which con-
cerned him more than any-
thing else were the what
and the why—the what
because he felt it was nec-
essary to know absolutely
what you were questioning
and what you were doing or
what concerned you, and
then the why, the depth type
of thinking which showed
you the reason for doing the
thing and would perhaps
indicate clearly whether
you should maintain what
was being done or should
change what was being
done.

Thanks to Gilbreth,
workers would be treated
not as cogs in a machine,
but as people. So great was
her compassion for workers
that she devoted much of
her career to improving the
work and home life of per-
sons with disabilities, a
population that had explod-
ed as a result of World War
I injuries. This required, for
example, studying special
challenges faced by the
blind in performing routine
tasks, developing curricu-
lum for teachers of the
blind, teaching the blind
themselves, and finding
opportunities for the
employment of the blind in
industry. Taylor might have
branded such workers
inherently inferior, but
Gilbreth concentrated on
enhancing their capabilities
to contribute.

This concern for the
worker as a human being
instead of an economic tool
expressed itself in many
practical forms. With
Frank, she improved light-
ing conditions for workers,
thus reducing eye strain,
and introduced regular
breaks throughout the
workday. She installed sug-
gestion boxes in the work-
place, so the voices of
workers would be heard.
She required employment
contracts to be signed by
representatives of both
management and organized
labor. And when she
became the first woman
engineering professor
(1935) and later the first
woman to be promoted to
full professor at Purdue
University (1940), she
focused her considerable
energy on opening up
careers for women.

In 1966, Gilbreth
became the only woman to
receive the annual Hoover
Medal, awarded jointly by
five engineering societies
for “outstanding extra-
career services by engi-
neers to humanity.” She
was lauded for her “recog-
nition of the principle that
management engineering
and human relations are
intertwined,” and “her
unselfish application of
energy and creative efforts
in modifying industrial and
home environments for the
handicapped,” resulting in
“full employment of their
capabilities and elevation
of their self-esteem.” For
Taylor, a laborer was
defined by strong limbs,
but Gilbreth peered more
deeply into the lives of
amputees, recognizing the
deep connection between
work and life fulfillment.

As even a cursory famil-
iarity with Gilbreth’s story
makes abundantly clear,
she was no stranger to or
adversary of hard work.
Although Taylor talked
more about efficiency, pro-
ductivity, and profit,
Gilbreth also well under-
stood their importance.
What made her approach
different and more endur-
ing was her focus on work-
ers. To get people to do bet-
ter work, she recognized, it
is necessary to give them
good work to do and treat
them well as they do it.
Taylor’s purely behaviorist
approach rendered the
worker a mere tool, where
Gilbreth saw a collaborator,
a neighbor, and potentially
even a friend.

‘Almost every
man is a teacher’

Richard Gunderman



ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman United Business
Group of the Federation of
Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) Shahzad Ali Malik
Thursday said Pakistan
needs a sustainable double
digit annual growth rate for
sound economy and a long
term result oriented strate-
gy that can propel into such
a high trajectory of growth.

Chairing a high level
meeting of top leaders of
business community across
the country here on
Thursday, he said that the
on going Russia-Ukraine
conflict had badly affected
our fragile economy with
spiraling inflation, high
costs of raw materials and
disruption in global supply
chain that led to poor
growth and less demand. 

He said that in the pre-
vailing scenario, unless
WAPDA, Railways, PIA,
Pakistan Steel Mills and all

other loss incurring entities
were restructured on mod-
ern scientific lines and
managed strictly on merit
and sound business princi-
ples, the fiscal imbalances
would persist. He said that
major investments in the
energy sector were needed
to add affordable supplies
of electricity and gas to all
industrial and commercial
consumers and reduce elec-
tricity line losses in its
transmission.

He said that reducing the
cost of doing business was
also an important pre-requi-
site and there were number
of areas where Pakistan had
to intensify efforts and
modify policies and institu-
tions. He said although
these pre-requisites may

appear formidable and
somewhat unrealistic, but
many other countries have
shown that with determined
and visionary leadership,
such ambitious goals, vital
for the future of the coun-
try, can be achieved in a
short period of time.

Shahzad Ali Malik said
that the process of global-
ization had changed the
structure of production and
trade in the world economy.
Pakistan has a well devel-
oped agriculture sector
which could become the
engine of growth and also
become a significant source
of foreign exchange, pro-
vided we undertake master
plan of diversifying into
value added agriculture. 

He said that there was

considerable potential for
attracting foreign investment
from the Middle East in agri-
culture and in agro process-
ing of products. He said this
in turn will require stronger
links between agricultural
research and industry and
investments in post harvest
transport, storage and mar-
keting in cold chains.

He said the second major
opportunity for accelerated
growth in the short run is in
the small scale industrial and
commercial sectors. Pakis-
tan has 3.3 million econom-
ic establishments of which
over 90% are small enter-
prises employing less than 5
workers and another 4 per-
cent are medium sized enter-
prises employing between 6
and 50 workers.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Experts have
invited the private sector to
invest in integrated tourism
zones (ITZs) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to boost up
tourism and strengthen the
provincial economy.

Immense investment
prospects are available in
the integrated Tourism Zo-
nes (ITZs) that have been
approved by the provincial
government, says a senior
official of KP Tourism and
Culture Authority (KPT &
CA) during speaking at an
awareness seminar held in a
hall of the Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) on Thursday.

The sensitization semi-
nar, which was organized
by SCCI in joint collabora-

tion with Khyber Pakhtun-
khwa Culture and Tourism
Authority (KPCTA) and
Planning and Development
Department (P&D), Govt
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Shahid Hussain, senior
vice president of the Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry who chaired the
session said in his opening
remarks that the role of the
tourism sector in economic
development is vital across
the world.

Senior office bearers
said incalculable invest-
ment opportunities in the
tourism sector, generally in
the country and particularly
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
available, which needed to
be tapped efficiently to
boost up the provincial
economy.

Mr Hussain emphasized
the need for pragmatic
steps for infrastructure
improvement at tourists’
attraction sites, besides pro-
vision of better facilities to
tourists and arrangements
to attract more investors
and tourists toward the
tourism sector. He assured
the officials that SCCI will
play its due role to attract
private investment in ITZs.

Apart from participation
of Director General
KPT&CA Bakhtiyar Khan,
General Manager Umer
Khan Khattak, Public Priv-
ate Partnership Analyst,
P&D Deptt Shehryar Khan,
the SCCI vice president
Ejaz Khan Afridi, former
president Faiz Muhammad,
former vice presidents
Abidullah Yousafzai, Faiz
Rasool, executive members
Haji Ghulam Hussain, Laal
Badshah, Ms Qurtul Ain,
Naeem Qasmi, Zahoor
Khan, Fazl e Wahid, Malik
Tariq Awan, a large number
of traders, investors and
representatives of relevant
department were present in
the seminar.

DG KPC&TA Bakhtiyar
Khan during the session
enlightened the participants
about initiatives taken by
his department for uplift of
the tourism sector, especial-
ly Integrated Tourism
Zones and urged the SCCI
members and private
investors to make invest-
ment in the ITZs.

He also invited the busi-
ness community to ensure
their participation in the
upcoming roadshow organ-
ized by KPCTA in
Islamabad, which is sched-
uled to be held on Jan19.

On the occasion, Umer
Khattak, a senior official
briefed the participants
about ITZs in detail
through his multimedia
presentation and stated that
initiatives have been taken
for promotion of eco-
tourism in KP where vast
opportunities were avail-
able to promote digital
tourism in the country.

Tourism sector con-
tributes 3 percent to
Pakistan’s GDP, which is
growing gradually, the sen-
ior official said, adding that
the sector has generated
3.6million jobs.

Essentially, he said the
KP government has priori-
tized the tourism sector and
made an increase by 600
per cent in the budget for
uplift of the sector.

He said the country’s
future highly dependent on
public private partnerships
(PPP), saying that KP port-
folio in PPP is the second
number with a ratio of 100
per cent after Sindh portfo-
lio at first with 102 per cent
followed by Punjab with 86
per cent.

On the occasion, the sen-
ior officials responded to
various queries of the par-
ticipants.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) registered 2,374
new companies in Dece-
mber 2022. The total num-
ber of registered companies
now stands at 183,744. 

The total capitalization
(paid-up-capital) of these
companies for the current
month stands at Rs4.1 bil-
lion, said a press release
issued here.

Foreign investment has
been reported in 85 new
companies. These compa-
nies have foreign investors
from Afghanistan, Austria,
Australia, Bangladesh,
China, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Germany, Indonesia, Iran,
Japan, Lebanon, Malaysia,
Romania, Russia, South
Africa, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkey, UK,
USA and Vietnam. The
major chunk of investment
was received from China
with 48 companies, Germ-

any with 5, Afghanistan,
the UK and US with four
each, Iran and South Africa
with two each and 16 com-
panies with other countries.

In the final month of the
calendar year 2022, nearly
56 percent companies were
registered as private limited
companies, while 41 per-
cent were registered as sin-
gle member companies.
The remaining three per-
cent were registered as pub-
lic unlisted companies, not-
for-profit associations, for-
eign companies and limited
liability partnership (LLP).
Nearly 99.8% of companies
were registered online.

The real estate develop-
ment & construction sector
took the lead with the
incorporation of 427, infor-
mation technology with
329, trading with 292, serv-
ices with 218, education
with 107, tourism with 104,
food & beverages with 89,
ecommerce with 82, corpo-

rate agricultural farming
with 63, textile and mining
& quarrying with 55 each,
pharmaceutical with 51,
marketing & advertisement
with 50, and 452 compa-
nies were registered in
other sectors.

As a result of the inte-
gration of SECP with FBR
and various provincial
departments, 2,172 compa-
nies were registered with
FBR for the generation of
NTN, 60 companies with
EOBI, 34 companies with
PESSI/SESSI and 37 com-
panies with the excise and
taxation department.

The SECP has also start-
ed a dedicated WhatsApp
facility for receiving
queries. During December
2022, responses were sent
to around 1,382 WhatsApp
queries of local and foreign
investors pertaining to
name availability and
incorporation; with 96%
satisfaction rate.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
turned around to bullish
trend on Thursday, gaining
45.69 points, a positive
change of 0.11%, closing at
40,803.89 against 40,758.20
points the previous day.

A total of 175,412,767
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
189,373,700 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at
Rs5.891 billion against
Rs6.982 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 345 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 175 of
them recorded gains and
147 sustained losses, where-
as the share price of 23 com-
panies remained unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were Worldcall
Telecom with 12,621,798
shares at Rs1.17 per share,
Pak Refinery with
9,803,463 shares at
Rs14.02 per share, and Al
Shaheer (R) with 8,951,505
shares at Rs0.65 per share. 

Nestle Pakistan wit-
nessed a maximum increase
of Rs249.90 per share
price, closing at Rs5850.00,
whereas the runner-up was

Pak Services with a
Rs140.00 rise in its per
share price to Rs2045.00. 

Pak Engineering wit-
nessed a maximum decr-
ease of Rs27.55 per share
closing at Rs339.80, fol-
lowed by Shield Crops with
Rs20.42 decline to close at
Rs257.00.

Rupee sheds 22 paisa
against dollar

The exchange rate of the
Pakistani rupee depreciated
by 22 paisa against the US
dollar in the interbank trad-
ing on Thursday and closed
at Rs228.14 against the pre-
vious day’s closing of
Rs227.92.

According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of dollar in the
open market were recorded
at Rs235.6 and Rs237.9
respectively.

The price of the euro
increased by Rs44 paisa
and closed at Rs245.36
against the previous day’s
closing of Rs244.92, acco-
rding to the SBP.

The Japanese yen gained
one paisa to close at
Rs1.73, whereas an
increase of 01 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British pound,

which was traded at
Rs277.14 as compared to
its last closing of Rs277.13.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates dirham and
Saudi riyal increased by 06
paisa each to close at
Rs62.11 and Rs60.74
respectively.

Gold prices increase by
Rs1,100 to Rs181,100 per
tola

The price of 24 karat per
tola gold witnessed an
increase of Rs1,100 on
Thursday and was sold at
Rs181,100 against its sale
at Rs180,000 the last trad-
ing day.

The price of 10 grams of
24 karat gold also increased
by Rs943 and was sold at
Rs155,264 against
Rs154,321, whereas that of
10 gram 22 karat went up to
Rs142,325 against its sale
at Rs141,461, All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Associ-
ation reported.

The price of per tola sil-
ver and ten gram silver
remained unchanged at
Rs2,070 and Rs1,774.69
respectively. 

The price of gold in the
international market
increased by $ 01 to $ 1878
against its sale at $ 1877,
the association reported.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chi-
ef Executive Officer Paki-
stan Furniture Council
(PFC) Mian Kashif Ashfaq
Thursday welcomed Chi-
na’s decision to ease the
restrictions on cross-border
travel for the global
resumption of people-to-
people exchanges including
Pak-China investment cor-
ridors and internationally
rebuild foreign investors’
confidence.

Chairing a board of
directors meeting in Lahore
on Thursday, he said provi-
sional measures announced
a week ago are based on a
comprehensive assessment
of the mutation of the virus,
the pandemic situation, and
ongoing response efforts

which he added will facili-
tate the recovery of interna-
tional exchanges and coop-
eration and help economic
and social activities get back
to normal more quickly.

He said the policy
changes, which are in line
with the pandemic preven-
tion and control policy, will
make cross-border travel
safe, orderly, and efficient,
and give a timely boost to
economic development. He
said China’s reopening its
borders is viewed as a boon
for the global economy. He
said it has indeed been
three years and China and
the rest of the world have
missed each other.

Mian Kashif Ashfaq, a
regular visitor to China

who has explored markets
for the export of world-
class handmade Pak furni-
ture, said it’s a good omen
that China is refining the
arrangements in line with
the evolving COVID situa-
tion and is ready to work
with all parties to strength-
en international anti-epi-
demic cooperation, main-
tain the security and stabili-
ty of the global industry
and supply chains and pro-
mote the recovery of world
economic growth.

He said PFC is planning
to take its high-level dele-
gation to China for holding
result-oriented parleys with
their counterparts for joint
ventures in the furniture
sector.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
sale of cars during the first
six months of current fiscal
year 2022-23, has dropped
by 39.96 percent as com-
pared to the same months
of last year, a latest data
released by Pakistan
Automobile Manufacturing
Association (PAMA).

According to the data, as
many as 68,900 cars were
sold during July-December
2022-23 as opposed to
114,774 units during July-
December 2021-22.

The breakup figures
showed that 8,906 units of
Honda Civic and City were

sold during the correspon-
ding period of the year
2022-23 as compared to the
sale of 17,620 units last
year, thus showing a dip of
49.45 percent.

Toyota Corolla and Yaris
cars’ sale also decreased by
58.57 percent as it went
down to 12,065 units cur-
rent year from 29,126 units
in the same period of previ-
ous year.

However, Suzuki Swift’s
sale went up by 1335.81
percent as its sale increased
to 7,136 units from 497
units last year.

Sale of Suzuki Cultus

decreased to 5,143 units
during current year, where-
as during same period last
year, the sale was recorded
at 14,516 units while the
sale of Suzuki WagonR
also decreased to 3,769
units from 11,629 units in
same period of last year.

Suzuki Alto’s sale also
witnessed a sharp decline
of 14.74 percent from
32,388 units to 27,614 units
during the months under
review, whereas the sale of
Suzuki Bolan decreased to
2,436 units as opposed to
sale of 6,241 units in same
period of last year.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
Industries Association
(LPGIA) Chairman Irfan
Khokhar on Thursday
underlined the need for
strict action against the
mafia, hoarding and black-
marketing the LPG to
make a quick buck.

He said it was unfortu-
nate that some elements
were busy selling the LPG
at the exorbitant price
against the Oil and Gas
Regulator Authority
(OGRA) fixed at Rs
204.32 per kilogram for
domestic consumers in

December.
Talking to APP, he was

of the view that the author-
ity had reduced the LPG
price by Rs 11.59 per kg
for the current month to
facilitate the common man
in the peak winter season
despite the financial
crunch faced by the gov-
ernment. 

But the mafia was cash-
ing the opportunity and
depriving consumers of
the benefits of reduced
rates, he added.

After the authority
slashed the price, he said
the 11.8-kg cylinder

should have been available
at Rs 2,411.43 in January
as the prescribed rate. 

Contrary to it, he
alleged that the mafia was
charging Rs 600-800 extra
per cylinder in different
parts of the country.

Irfan Khokhar urged the
district administration of
all provinces and the quar-
ters concerned to take
action against the mafia,
who were challenging the
government writ and com-
pelling consumers to buy
LPG at an increased rate to
meet their winter and
kitchen needs.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In line with
the Prime Minister of
Pakistan’s Energy
Conservation Plan, OGRA
has made installation of
Conical Baffle in conven-
tional gas geysers manda-
tory for domestic gas con-
sumers. 

In this regard, OGRA
has approved gas utilities
request to undertake
mandatory installations of
Conical Baffles. A public
hearing in this respect was
held at OGRA Head Office

in Islamabad. 
The installation of

Conical Baffles will result
in 20 to 25% saving in gas
bills and will as such help
in mitigating the ongoing
natural gas crisis in the
country. 

SNGPL teams will
shortly be initiating door
to door survey of gas con-
sumers premises to ensure
that conical baffles are
installed in the geysers. 

SNGPL will install con-
ical baffle if any consumer
is found to be using gas
geyser without conical

baffle. Cost against the
same will be recovered
through gas bill in 12
monthly installments. 

Sui Northern Gas has
requested the consumers
to extend maximum coop-
eration for early installa-
tion of Conical Baffles
which will result in sub-
stantial gas savings for the
consumers. 

This will lead to conser-
vation of Natural Gas in
line with the vision of the
Honourable Prime
Minister of Pakistan’s plan
on energy conservation.
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PESHAWAR: Delegation of trader union of Shafi Market meeting with Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali.

Tokyo stocks
close flat

TOKOY (AFP/APP): Tok-
yo shares closed flat Thur-
sday as investors awaited
the release of US consumer
price data, hoping for slow-
ing US inflation and less
aggressive rate hikes.

The benchmark Nikkei
225 index was up just 0.01
percent, or 3.82 points, to
26,449.82 at the close,
while the broader Topix
index added 0.36 percent,
or 6.93 points, to 1,908.18.

The dollar fetched
131.60 yen in Asian trade,
down from 132.47 yen on
Wednesday in New York.

IwaiCosmo Securities
said in a note that a “slow-
ing in the US consumer
price index is expected
while speculation emerged
at home that yields could
rise again ahead of the
Bank of Japan’s policy
meeting next week”.

Global investors are
hopeful that the US data
will indicate cooling infla-
tion and encourage the US
Federal Reserve to take
steps toward an eventual
soft landing, according to
Stephen Innes of SPI Asset
Management.

Softer inflation data may
prompt Fed policymakers to
bring forward “the ultimate
pause (on rate hikes) and
eventual rate-cut playbooks
sooner rather than later to
support Main Street’s recov-
ery from the post-pandemic
slump”, he said. Toyota rose
1.09% to 1,857.5 yen, and
Sony advanced 0.41% to
11,145 yen. Industrial robot
maker Fanuc added 1.94
percent to 21,230 yen.

Uniqlo operator Fast
Retailing fell 1.96 percent to
79,840 yen following gains
on Wednesday after it said it
would raise the wages of
thousands of its employees
in Japan by up to 40 percent.

Stocks up
before key US
inflation data

LONDON (AFP/APP):
Global stock markets most-
ly rose on Thursday before
data that is widely expected
to show another softening
of US consumer inflation,
giving the Federal Reserve
room to slow its interest
rate hikes.

Equities also found sup-
port on growing optimism
over China’s economic
reopening.

Wall Street had provided
a strong lead, with the S&P
500 and Nasdaq soaring
Wednesday thanks to
demand for recently beat-
en-down tech firms.

The US consumer price
index (CPI) reading due
Thursday is the key event
for investors, though ana-
lysts warned that an above-
forecast reading would deal
a hefty blow to confidence
on trading floors.

The data “could deter-
mine whether the relatively
positive sentiment seen so
far in 2023 can be main-
tained, given the influence
this data point has on the
Federal Reserve’s interest
rate policy”, said Russ
Mould, investment
research director at British
brokerage AJ Bell.

Stock market gains were
also helped by comments
from Fed official Susan
Collins backing a quarter-
point US rate hike at the
bank’s next policy decision
on February 1.

Collins, who is head of
the Boston Fed, told The
New York Times that slow-
ing the pace of increases
would give policymakers a
chance to see how their
efforts to rein in decades-
high inflation were working.

Investors are also keep-
ing tabs on developments
in China as it emerges from
years of zero-Covid con-
tainment measures.

While the long-term out-
look remains positive, soar-
ing infections across the
country are leading to wor-
ries about the effect on eco-
nomic activity.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Shi-
pping activities reported at
the Port on Wednesday,
where four ships namely,
EM Astoria, Wide Juliet,
Ourania Luck and Ulls
Water carrying Containers,
Wheat and LPG, berthed at
Qasim International Conta-
iners Terminal, Grain &
Fertilizer Terminal and
EngroVopak Terminal
respectively. 

Meanwhile four more
ships, RDO Fortune, FSM,
MH Langoey and Songa
Kari carrying Containers,
LPG, Chemicals and Palm
oil also arrived at outer
anchorage of the port dur-
ing the last 24 hour. 

A total of 11 ships were
engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours,
out of them 03 ships, EM
Astoria, Wide Juliet and
MSC Maria Elena left the
Port on Thursday morning,
while 02 more ships,
Ladon and Ulls Water are
expected to sail on today in
the afternoon. 

A Cargo volume of
93,995 tonnes, comprising
41,072 tonnes imports cargo
and 52,923 tonnes export
cargo, including container-
ized cargo carried in 3,534’
Containers (1,152 TEUs
Imports and 2,382 TEUs
export) was handled at the
port during last 24 hours. 

There are 19 ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them, 02
ships, Sti Onyx and FSM &
another containers ship
‘Athenian’ carrying Palm
oil, LPG and Containers
are expected to take berths
at LCT, EVTL and QICT
on Thursday,and RDO
Fortune is due to arrive at
Port Qasim on Friday.

Private sector invited to
invest in ITZs to boost

up tourism sector in KP

PESHAWAR: Senior Vice President SCCI Shahid
Hussain presenting a shield to DG KPT&CA
Bakhtiar Khan.

Govt urged to pursue long term
strategy to ensure double digit growth

SECP registers 2,374 new
companies in December 2022

Chinese border reopening
will boost recovery: Kashif

PSX turns around,
gains 45 points

Installation of Conical Baffle:

SNGPL to initiate
door to door survey

Khokhar for action
against LPG mafia

Cars’ sale decreases 
39% in six months
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10-man Torino
beat AC Milan
ANKARA (AA/APP):
A 10-man Torino
stunned AC Milan in
an Italian Cup last 16
match Wednesday,
beating them 1-0 to
advance to the quarter-
finals. Torino were
down to 10 players
after Koffi Djidji was
sent off in the 70th
minute at San Siro
Stadium in Milan. The
visitors broke the
deadlock in extra time.
On a quick counter
attack, Torino's French
midfielder Michel
Adopo finished in the
area in the 114th minute
to score the winning
goal for his team. The
rest of the time, AC
Milan took risks but
Torino defended well to
secure the away win.
Torino will face either
Sampdoria or Fiorentina
in the next stage.

Hamza qualified
semi-finals

PESHAWAR (APP):
Pakistani tennis star
Hamza Roman has
qualified for the sin-
gles final and the dou-
bles semi-finals In the
'Asian Development
Tournament'  in Dhaka.
According to detail,
Pakistan’s other player
Abu Bakar Talha has
also qualified for the
final, which is a matter
of honor for Pakistan
and especially Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. It is
being predicted that
both the players will
continue their best per-
formance in the dou-
bles as well and win
the title. A close match
is expected between
the players in the final
of the tournament.

National Sambo
championship

LAHORE (APP):
Sambo Federation of
Pakistan is organising
the 1st National Men
& Women Sambo
Championship here
from 14-15 January.
“Teams from Punjab,
Sindh, Balochistan,
KP, Navy and
Islamabad are partici-
pating in the two days
event”, said a
spokesman of SFP on
Thursday. He said
Sambo is a Russian
origin martial art sport
which is being intro-
duced and developed
in the country.
Following weight cate-
gories will contested :-
Men , Below 58kg,
Below 64kg, Below
71kg, Below 79kg,
Below 88kg Women,
Below 54kg, Below
59kg, Below 65kg and
Below 72kg. Women,
Below 54kg, Below
59kg, Below 65kg and
Below 72kg.

Girls Sports
Festival 

PESHAWAR (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Charsadda Dr Qasim
Ali Khan on Thursday
announced the DC
Gold Cup Girls Sports
Festival, being organ-
ized from January 18 to
20 at Abdul Wali Khan
Sports Complex,
Charsadda. He made
this announcement
while talking to the
media here, where
DSO Charssada
Tahsin Ullah Khan
was also present.
D e p u t y
Commissioner Dr
Qasim Ali Khan said
that in these three-day
competitions, a large
number of female ath-
letes will participate
in various sports,
including athletics,
tug-of-war, bad-
minton, hockey, and
Chendero. DSO
Charsadda said that in
view of the efforts of
DC Charsadda, the
sports festival was
being arranged with the
aim of providing
opportunities to ath-
letes for showcasing
their skills in various
events. He said atten-
tion was also being
paid to both male and
female games and after
that, games for players
with disabilities, cul-
tural games and other
sports events would
also continue. The
DSO stressed that there
was no lack of talent,
"the players need
opportunities, facilities
and encouragement"
for which they are
striving hard. 
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MELBOURNE (AFP/APP): World
number one Iga Swiatek is the
woman to beat when the Australian
Open begins on Monday without
retired great Serena Williams and last
year's champion Ashleigh Barty.

With two-time Melbourne winner
Naomi Osaka also missing, it is
almost certain that there will be a new
name on the Daphne Akhurst trophy.

The only former title-holders left
in the draw are out-of-sorts Sofia
Kenin, who won in 2020, and
Victoria Azarenka, the Belarusian
whose second Australian Open tri-
umph was a decade ago.

Poland's Swiatek is clear favourite,
having dominated women's tennis
following the retirement in March
last year of the Australian Barty.

Swiatek secured eight WTA titles
in 2022 and became the first woman
in six years to win two Grand Slams
in the same season -- at Roland
Garros and New York -- to cement
her place at the top of the rankings.

Now she has her sights on a maid-
en title at Melbourne Park, which
would leave the 21-year-old needing
only a Wimbledon championship to
complete a career slam.

"I'm going to try to kind of cut off
everything that happened last year
and just focus on the future because I
feel like I can take a lot of experience
from these tournaments last year,"
she said earlier this month.

Swiatek has not had it all her own
way though. A 6-2, 6-2 capitulation to
American world number three Jessica
Pegula in the recent semi-final of the
United Cup in Sydney left the Pole in
tears. She complained that she felt
"helpless" and unable to show up
"physically and mentally", but that
was her only early season blip after
three straight-sets wins.

Pegula was outclassed by Barty in
the quarter-finals at Melbourne last
year, but with the Australian out of
the picture, the American will fancy
her chances of a maiden Slam.

The 28-year-old played a central
role for the victorious USA team at
the United Cup to continue her red-
hot form from the end of the 2022
season.  That included lifting a sec-
ond singles trophy at the WTA 1000
in Guadalajara.

Ons Jabeur, the world number two,
also enjoyed a breakthrough season
in 2022, reaching two Grand Slam
finals, and her first major cannot be

far away. Jabeur was stunned though
by rising Czech teenager Linda
Noskova in the semi-finals at
Adelaide last week and the Tunisian
needed treatment on a back problem
during the first set.

Caroline Garcia rounded off
2022 by winning the WTA Tour
Finals to reach a career-high rank-
ing of four and carried that form
into the United Cup, winning both
her singles matches. Should
Swiatek falter, the Frenchwoman
will be in the hunt, as will revi-
talised Belarusian Aryna
Sabalenka and American teenager
Coco Gauff. Both fired Australian

Open warning shots with warm-up
tournament wins.

The powerful 24-year-old
Sabalenka said she was ready for a
"big fight" in Melbourne after win-
ning her first title since 2021 at the
Adelaide International.

The 18-year-old Gauff, who last
year broke into the top 10 for the first
time, kicked off her season by clinch-
ing the Auckland Classic title last
week for a third WTA crown.

"This gives me a lot of confi-
dence," Gauff, touted as the natural
heir to Serena Williams, said. "I
wanted a win but did not expect it in
the first tournament of the year."

World number one Swiatek
leads Australian Open charge

LAHORE (APP): City Gymkhana,
Pak Lions and Shinning Club scored
contrasting wins in the K-20 Cup
2023 T20 Cricket Tournament match-
es, played here on Thursday.

Pak Lions thrashed P&T
Gymkhana by 10 wickets in the 15th
match of the tournament, here at
Model Town Greens ground. P&T
Gymkhana, batting first, gathered
131-8 in the allotted 20 overs.
Karamat Ali (36) and Saad Najam
(32) batted well. Niaz Khan, Umar
Farooq and Afzal Tahiri captured
two scalps each. 

Helped by clinical performances
of openers Hassan Nawaz (105 off 35
balls) and Afzal Tahiri (27 of 11 balls)
guided Pak Lions to a thrashing 10-
wicket triumph. For his outstanding
batting performance, Hassan Nawaz
was named player of the match. 

Shinning Cricket Club defeated Yu
Slim Cricket Club in the 16th match

of the tournament by 62 runs here at
Model Town Club ground. Batting
first, Shinning Club posted 169-10 in
20 overs. Rao Khayyam was top
scorer with 56 runs while Ulfat
Rasool struck 24 and Zain Bin
Farooq hit 23. Mohsin Nadeem
claimed 3-31, Awais Munir 2-20 and
Haider Butt 2-28. 

Yu Slim Club, in reply, could
score 107-6 in 20 overs. Safeer
Azam (29), Majid Majeed (23) and
Arslana Sajid (22) played well.
Hammad Ali clinched 3-15 while
Rao Khayyam, Ali Hamza and Zahir
got one wicket each. City Gymkhana
overpowered Township Whites Club
in the 17th match of the tournament
here at Pindi Gymkhana Cricket
ground. Township Whites, batting
first, posted a good total of 192-8 in
20 over with Shahrukh Ali scoring
61, M Faiq 41 and Rana Ayan Ali 40.
Abdul Rehman and Usama Tariq

bagged 2 wickets each. City
Gymkhana replied strongly and
chased the required target losing just
four wickets in 19.1 overs. Rizwan
played the hero’s knock of 90 runs of
39 balls to emerge as player of the
match. He was ably assisted by Saad
Athar (32*) and Jahangir Mirza
(23*). For Township Whites, Ammar
Yousaf took 2-4. 

On Friday (January 13, 2023), two
matches will be played. Cricket
Center will vie against Shahkamal
Cricket Club in the 18th match of the
tournament at Cricket Center ground
while Model Town Club will play
against Lucky Star Club in the 19th
match of the tournament at Model
Town Greens ground. The event is
organized on regular annual basis.
The tournament is being played to
pay homage to Col Fateh Sher Khan
and is sponsored by a former
American Pakistani, Nabeel Ahmad.

City Gymkhana, Pak Lions, Shinning
Club score wins in K-20 Cup 2023

KOLKATA (AFP/APP):
KL Rahul's unbeaten 64
helped India down Sri
Lanka by four wickets to
clinch a series victory in
the second one-day inter-
national in Kolkata on
Thursday. Wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav and fast
bowler Mohammed Siraj
earlier took three wickets
each as India bowled out
Sri Lanka for 215 in 39.4
overs at Eden Gardens.

India were in trouble at
86-4, with skipper Rohit
Sharma and star batter
Virat Kohli back in the
pavilion, but Rahul
anchored the chase as the
hosts got home in 
43.2 overs.

The hosts took an unas-
sailable 2-0 series lead,
with the third match to be
played on Sunday in
Thiruvananthapuram.

Debutant Nuwanidu
Fernando stood out for Sri
Lanka with his 50 but
they lost wickets regular-
ly after electing to 
bat first.

Siraj struck first as he
bowled Avishka Fernando

for 20 with an in-swing-
ing delivery that took the
inside edge of the bat to
crash against middle
stump.

Nuwanidu put on 73
runs for the second wicket
with Kusal Mendis before
Kuldeep, replacing
Yuzvendra Chahal as the
only change in the team,
broke through.

Kuldeep trapped
Mendis lbw for 34 with
the final delivery of his
opening over and two
balls later left-arm spin-
ner Axar Patel bowled
Dhananjaya de Silva for a
duck.

Nuwanidu raised his 50
but was soon run out after
his 63-ball knock.
Kuldeep struck twice in
two overs, including cap-
tain and previous match
centurion Dasun Shanaka,
bowled for two. Sri Lanka
slipped to 152-7 when
tearaway quick Umran
Malik cut short Wanindu
Hasaranga's breezy knock
on 21.

Number eight Dunith
Wellalage made 32 and

resisted along with the
other lower-order batters
to take the total past 200
before Siraj struck twice
in three balls to wrap up
the innings. In reply, India
lost Rohit for 17 off
Chamika Karunaratne
after a brisk start and fel-
low opener Shubman Gill,
who hit 21 off 12 balls,
soon followed his captain
three balls later.

Fast bowler Lahiru
Kumara bowled Kohli,
who scored a match-win-
ning 113 in the opening
ODI, for four and the
home side were wobbling
when Shreyas Iyer depart-
ed on 28. Rahul, who hit
just six boundaries in his
103-ball stay, put on 75
with Hardik Pandya to
steady the innings in a
watchful partnership.
Karunaratne broke
through with the wicket
of Hardik, for 36, and
Axar was dismissed for
21 to increase the tension.
But Rahul stood firm with
Kuldeep, 10 not out, 
for company to steer the
team home.

Rahul helps India
beat Sri Lanka to
clinch ODI series

SYDNEY (AFP/APP):
Australia pulled out of an
upcoming series against
Afghanistan in the United
Arab Emirates on
Thursday, citing Taliban
moves to further restrict
women's rights.

The men's team were
due to face their Afghan
counterparts in three ODI
games in March following
a tour to India.

The Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) in Kabul
described Australia's deci-
sion as "pathetic".

"The decision to with-
draw... is unfair and unex-
pected and will have a neg-
ative impact," the ACB said
in a statement, which did
not mention the shrinking
of women's rights in
Afghanistan nor the
Taliban's ban on female
sport. The ACB said it
would contact the
International Cricket
Council and was consider-
ing withdrawing its players
from Australia's domestic
Big Bash League in retalia-
tion. Cricket Australia (CA)
said their decision was
taken after talks with con-
cerned parties that included
the Australian government.

"This decision follows
the recent announcement
by the Taliban of further
restrictions on women's and
girls' education and

employment opportunities
and their ability to access
parks and gyms," it said in
a statement. "CA is com-
mitted to supporting grow-
ing the game for women
and men around the world,
including in Afghanistan.

"(We) will continue to
engage with the
Afghanistan Cricket Board
in anticipation of improved
conditions for women and
girls in the country," it said.

The games against
Afghanistan were part of
the ICC Super League.

Australia will forfeit 30
competition points for the
series, which go towards
World Cup qualification.

However, they have

already secured automatic
qualification for the 50-
over tournament in India
later this year. Pace bowler
Naveen-ul-Haq has already
suggested on Twitter he
would pull out of the Big
Bash League where he
plays for the Sydney
Sixers. "When a country is
going through so much in
place (of) being supportive
you want to take the only
reason of happiness from
them," he tweeted. The
Taliban regained control of
Kabul in August 2021 and
quickly began placing
restrictions on women's
participation in sport.

The hardline Islamists
initially promised a softer

approach than their first
stint in power from 1996 to
2001, a period notorious for
rights abuses that included
public executions and flog-
gings. They have gradually
reintroduced an extreme
interpretation of Islamic
law, or sharia, and women
have seen rights evaporate
as they were squeezed out
of public life.

The Taliban barred
teenage girls from attend-
ing secondary schools and
then last month banned
women from attending uni-
versities, prompting global
outrage and protests in
some Afghan cities.

They then decreed at the
end of last month that
Afghan women could no
longer work for NGOs, at a
time when Afghanistan
faces one of the world's
worst humanitarian crises,
with its population of 38
million hungry and three
million children at risk of
malnutrition.  

Most women govern-
ment workers have lost
their jobs. Women are also
barred from travelling with-
out a male relative and have
been told they must cover
up with a burqa or hijab
when outside the home.

In November, women
were also banned from
entering parks, funfairs,
gyms and public baths.

Australia dump Afghan
cricket series over Taliban

crackdown on women

LAHORE (APP): The 32-
member delegation from
Balochistan Youth Affairs
Department had an inter-
active meeting with
Punjab Minister for Youth
Affairs and Sports Malik
Taimoor Masood here at
the National Hockey
Stadium on Thursday.

Director General
Sports Punjab
Muhammad Tariq
Qureshi, Director Youth
Affairs Syed Umair
Hassan and other officials
were also present on this
occasion. It may be noted
here that Balochistan del-
egation which also
includes seven male and
female national level
karate, cricket and wushu
players and 21 students
from different colleges
and universities is on a 4-
day visit of provincial
metropolis on the invita-
tion of Youth Affairs and
Sports Department Punjab
under Youth Exchange
Programme.

Speaking to guest dele-
gation, Punjab Sports
Minister welcomed the
guest delegation and said
that Balochistan youth are
very talented. “The basic
purpose of visit of
Balochistan students
under Youth Exchange

Programme is to bring
youth of the country at
one platform. Our country
has been blessed with
plenty of talent. We just
need to polish this valu-
able potential,” he added.

Malik Taimoor Masood
informed that Youth
Affairs and Sports
Department Punjab is
organizing a National
Youth Summit in
February to bring together
the youth of the country.
“The youth of the four
provinces, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Azad
Kashmir will participate
in the 3-day National
Youth Summit where they
will share their valuable
ideas and skills”.

He further said that
Punjab will continue to
play a role of elder broth-
er to all other provinces.
“We want to extend every
kind of cooperation and
assistance to all provinces
practically. We are formu-
lating a concrete policy
for youth so that their use-
ful ideas could be given
material shape”.

Director General
Sports Punjab
Muhammad Tariq Qureshi
on this occasion said that
the guest delegation is
being provide complete

awareness about history
of Lahore and other
achievements during their
trip. “The visit of
Balochistan students
under Youth Exchange
Programme will help a lot
in promoting national sol-
idarity and brotherhood
among the people of both
provinces”.

He urged the guest del-
egation to prepare them-
selves fully for the partic-
ipation in National Youth
Summit. “Around 250 tal-
ented youth from across
the country will partici-
pate in the National Youth
Summit. It will be a use-
ful platform for youth
from all the country to
exhibit their potential and
skills”.

All the male and
female members of
Balochistan delegation
expressed their views and
asked different questions
in the meeting.

Later, Punjab Sports
Minister distributed cer-
tificates among all the
male and female members
of Balochistan delegation.
Director Youth Affairs
Balochistan Ejaz Ali also
presented traditional caps
of Balochistan to Punjab
Sports Minister and
DG, SBP.

32-member delegation
from Balochistan calls on

Punjab Sports Minister

Melbourne (AFP/APP): Novak
Djokovic was drawn Thursday to
play Spain's Roberto Carballes
Baena on his return to the
Australian Open and could meet
Nick Kyrgios in the last eight. The
Serbian star, who was deported a
year ago, will kickstart his bid for a
10th Melbourne title and a record-
equalling 22nd Grand Slam crown
against a player ranked 75th in the
world. In the absence of injured
world number one Carlos Alcaraz,
defending champion Rafael Nadal
takes the top seed and starts against
Britain's promising Jack Draper. 

On the women's side, top seed
and world number one Iga Swiatek
will meet Germany's Jule Niemeier
as she targets a maiden Grand Slam
title in Australia. There is an injury
cloud hanging over Djokovic after
he tweaked his hamstring on the
way to winning the season-opening
Adelaide International last week.
He cut short a practice match on
Wednesday to get more treatment.

The 35-year-old was ejected
from Australia on the eve of the
2022 tournament over his Covid
vaccination stance after a legal bat-
tle. He also missed the US Open
for similar reasons. The move
divided opinion in Melbourne, a
city that endured some of the
longest lockdowns in the world at
the height of the pandemic. How he
is received remains to be seen.

The fourth seed is due to play a

charity match against Australian
Kyrgios on Friday evening and
could meet him in the quarter-
finals if both get that far. Kyrgios
would first potentially have to get
past ninth seed Holger Rune and
fifth seed Andrey Rublev. Second
seed Casper Ruud, who suffered a
shock loss in his first match at the
Auckland Classic on Wednesday,
was pitted first up against Czech
player Tomas Machac.

Daniil Medvedev, the finalist at
the last two Australian Opens,
takes on American Marcos Giron.
Third seed Stefanos Tsitsipas has a
tough match against France's
Quentin Halys. Former Grand Slam
winner Andy Murray meets Italian
Matteo Berrettini in a headline
first-round clash while Rublev is
up against former finalist Dominic
Thiem.

On the women's side, second
seed Ons Jabeur of Tunisia faces
Slovenia's Tamara Zidansek while
American third seed Jessica Pegula
takes on Romania's Jaqueline
Cristian.

France's Caroline Garcia, seeded
four, meets a qualifier or lucky
loser while world number five
Aryna Sabalenka, who won the
Adelaide International last week, is
against Tereza Martincova of the
Czech Republic. In a bumper first-
round clash, former champions
Victoria Azarenka and Sofia Kenin
will meet.

Naveen quits BBL
KABUL (INP): Afghanistan’s Naveem-ul-Haq decid-
ed to leave the BigBash League in response to Cricket
Australia’s decision to withdraw from the three-
match ODI series against Afghanistan, scheduled in
UAE in March, citing increased restrictions on
women’s rights under Taliban rule.  

Taking to Twitter, Naveen, who represents Sydney
Sixers in BBL, said he would no longer be part of the
league after the withdrawal announcement by the
Australian board, terming it a ‘childish decision’.

“Time to say won’t be participating in big bash after
this until they stop these childish decisions that’s how
they went about the one off test now ODI when a coun-
try is going through so much in place off being sup-
portive you want to take the only reason of happiness
from them” he tweeted soon after the Cricket
Australia’s (CA) pull-out decision.

Djokovic to play 75th-ranked
Spaniard on Australian Open return

SKARDU: Player struggling to get hold on ball during the Baltistan RGUN
Festival 2023 Ice Hockey final match between Skardu Anchan and K2. 
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IRSA releases

24,200 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Thursday released
24,200 cusecs of water
from various rim sta-
tions with an inflow of
42,900 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, the
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1496.36 feet and
was 98.36 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
were recorded as
18,800 cusecs while
outflow was 8,000
cusecs. The water level
in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1120.60 feet, which was
70.60 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and
outflow of water were
recorded at 8,000
cusecs and 100 cusecs
respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded at 15,900,
13,600, 4,000 and 4,900
cusecs respectively.
Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 10,600
cusecs of water was
released at Nowshera
and 5,500 cusecs were
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Power suspension
programme

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(IESCO) on Thursday
issued a power suspen-
sion programme for
Friday for various areas
of its region due to nec-
essary maintenance and
routine development
work. According to
IESCO spokesman, the
power supply of differ-
ent feeders and grid sta-
tions would remain sus-
pended for the period
from 09:00 AM to
02:00 PM to
Rawalpindi Cantt
Circle, Shaigan, Adyala
Jail, Shahpur, Khasala
Feeders and surround-
ing areas.

Group art show
concluded

ISLAMABAD (APP):
A group show of print
making by various
artists concluded here
Thursday featuring
works by national and
international print mak-
ers. The show titled
"Etched and Inked" car-
ried work of artists
Aqeel Solangi, Atif
Khan, Fatima Saeed,
Irum Wani, Kate
Bassett, Laila Rahman,
Sameera Khan and
Sarah Hopkins at Khaas
Art Gallery. Etched and
Inked”, was an exhibi-
tion of group of innova-
tive and established
printmakers from UK,
Denmark and Pakistan.
It was focused solely on
the art of printmaking. It
builds a positive context
whereby artists are
involved in the dissemi-
nation of their art works
and share their ideas
with the public through
the mediators of a
gallery, stimulating a
greater sentience and
knowledge of Original
Prints to larger audi-
ences. It deepens a
mutual understanding
and motivates a way of
thinking, of and beyond
political, pecuniary and
social borders. The par-
ticipants have their own
distinct style on the
medium. It was a collec-
tion of prints from the
artists with a very
diverse approach.
“Etched and Inked”, was
also an allegory of the
collaborative nature of
printmaking that made it
survive through the past
to present, bringing for-
ward both the traditional
and contemporary, tech-
niques and processes,
said the organizers.
Printmaking is multi-
faceted and what makes
it further unique is that
staying within the realm
of art; one can produce
an abundance of edi-
tions. Thus, giving an
artist opportunity to pro-
duce and share more
than one set of the same
images. This makes the
art accessible to every-
one. It gives an ease of
an ownership to a gen-
uine art piece. "Place -
Replace, Location -
Relocation are the main
conceptual concerns in
my work. 
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister’s
Special Representative (PMSR) for
Interfaith Harmony and Middle East Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi on
Thursday termed Saudi Arabia (SA) and
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) all-
weather friends of Pakistan.

Expressing gratitude to UAE President
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Hafiz
Ashrafi told APP that the UAE had helped
Pakistan in the trying time by not only
rolling over the existing loan of $2 billion,
but providing additional $1 billion.

Ashrafi, who is also the Chairman of
Pakistan Ulema Council, said the generous
support would further cement the bilateral
relations between the two brotherly coun-
tries. He said the recent visit of Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif to
the UAE would open new avenues of
cooperation in the fields of trade, invest-
ment and energy.

He also lauded Saudi Crown Prince
Muhammad bin Salman for coming to
Pakistan's help in the critical economic sit-
uation. Citing the statement of Saudi
Crown Prince for increasing the
Kingdom’s assistance and investment in
Pakistan, he said it was explicit evidence
of exclusive diplomatic and religious
affinity between Pakistan and the KSA.

The special assistant said as per reports the
Saudi Fund for Development would conduct
a study on increasing the deposit amount with
State Bank of Pakistan to $5 billion from $3
billion and it would also assess the options to
enhance its investments in Pakistan to $10
billion. He also thanked the international
donors, including the KSA and the UAE, for
committing over $9 billion to help Pakistan
recover from the ravages of massive floods
and exceeding its external financing goals at
a Geneva meeting co-hosted by the United
Nations and the Government of Pakistan.

KSA, UAE all-weather
friends of Pakistan,
says Tahir Ashrafi

Ahmed Faraz
remembered on
his 92nd birth
anniversary

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Pakistan
Academy of Letters (PAL),
Dr Yousuf Khushk on
Thursday visited the grave
of the noted poet and first
head of PAL, Ahmad Faraz
on his 92nd birth anniver-
sary, laid a floral wreath
and also offered prayers.

The chairman was
accompanied by the son of
late Ahmed Faraz Saadi
Faraz, Chairman literary
and cultural organization,
Zawiya Mehboob Zafar,
senior officials of PAL and
other prominent literary
personalities of the twin
cities. They all prayed for
the departed soul in eternal
peace and expressed their
commitment to carry for-
ward his legacy for the
future generations.

Rich tribute was paid to
the legendary poet who
ruled the ‘Urdu poetry’ for
decades and inspired the
generations with his unique
style and expressions. 

Ahmed Faraz is the poet
of all time who introduce
new style in Urdu poetry
which was widely appreci-
ated by the people of all
generations. 

He is an asset of Urdu lit-
erature who not only adopt
classic themes of poetry but
also add colors through giv-
ing new dimensions to the
ancient topics and expres-
sion with his unique style.
Although he was famous for
his romantic poetry but also
composed inspiring resist-
ance poetry which always
impress the souls and hearts
of the literature lovers. A lot
of research work has been
done on the life and work of
Ahmed Faraz but still more
work needed to be done to
explore new areas of
Ahmed Faraz’s poetry. 

Ahmed Faraz was born
in Kohat on January 12,
1931, and was given the
name of Syed Ahmad
Shah. He received his edu-
cation from Peshawar and
earned Master’s degree in
Persian and Urdu from
Edwards College.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of, the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad
Thursday said that HEC has
performed in recent years
in offering various interna-
tional scholarship schemes
to make education accessi-
ble for students, particular-
ly those from far-flung and
less privileged areas.

During 2023, a total of
508 scholars are preceding
foreign countries on schol-
arships under HEC’s for-
eign scholarship schemes,
from different levels of
Higher education including
246 Ph.D., 116 MS/BS, 102
IRSIP (6 Months), and 44
Post of Doctorate, he said
while talking to APP.

“A total number of 2,812
scholars are studying at for-
eign universities under var-
ious scholarship schemes
including 1760 students
enrolled in Ph.D., 857 in
MS/BS,130 in IRSIP (6
Months) and 65 in Post
Doctorate” he added.

“Our students are very
talented and under the
Erasmus Mundus scholar-
ship program, which is very
competitive, this year the

highest number of students
securing these scholarships
are from Pakistan,” Dr.
Mukhtar lauded. 

Amidst the challenge of
keeping up with interna-
tional education standards,
he told APP that the HEC
has a gigantic task ahead to
secure more scholarships
for Pakistani students
enabling them to pursue
higher studies at the best
universities in the world.

We have maintained the
most transparent and cau-
tious approach for the
selection of students, he
remarked. It is worth men-
tioning here most of the
foreign scholarships are
offered in seven disciplines
including Agriculture and
Veterinary Sciences, Arts
and Humanities, Biological
and Medical Sciences,
Business Education,
Engineering and
Technology, and Physical
and Social Sciences.

Dr. Mukhtar further elab-
orated that on directives of
the present government, the
HEC has taken numerous
steps to increase the number
of foreign scholarships for
Pakistani students. These

initiatives include the 75th
National Top Talent
Scholarship Program aimed
at increasing the number of
Pakistani scholars in the
World’s Top 20
Universities. The govern-
ment of Hungary has also
increased the number of
scholarships for Pakistani
students, he informed.

The Commission,
Mukhtar said, HEC offers
international scholarships
through various scholar-
ship projects and pro-
grams including Overseas
Scholarships Phase-III,
HRDI – UESTP Overseas
Scholarships, US-Pakistan
Knowledge Corridor,
HEC-USAID Fulbright
Scholarship Program
Phase-III, Post-Doc
Fellowship Program
Phase-III, and Academic
and Research Linkages
with different countries
and agencies under
Bilateral Agreements.
Scholarships are also
being offered to the
Nationals of OIC,
Commonwealth, SIDS,
and Hungary to Study at
Different Pakistani
Universities.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) Pakistan while con-
ducting seven counter-nar-
cotics operations seized
over 23.6 kg narcotics and
arrested four accused
including a woman.

According to an ANF
Headquarters spokesman,
ANF conducted a raid near
Rawalpindi-Mandra Toll
Plaza and recovered six kg
charras and 3.6 kg opium
besides netting two smug-
glers including a woman.

ANF also recovered 238
grams weed from a parcel
received here at Rawalpindi

International Mail Office
from London.

In third operation, a car
was intercepted near Ring
Road Peshawar and ANF
recovered four kg heroin
besides arresting an
accused resident of Khyber.

The spokesman
informed that in fourth
operation at Bacha Khan
International Airport,
Peshawar ANF recovered
five charras-filled capsules
from the possession of a
Sharjah bound passenger,
resident of Bannu.

In an operation, ANF
recovered 1.9 kg Ice drug

concealed in curtains. The
parcel was being sent to
Australia through a private
courier office in
Samanabad Lahore. 

ANF recovered 1150
grams heroin from a parcel
being sent to England
through a private courier
office on Sharah-e-Faisal
Karachi. ANF also recov-
ered 7.2 kg suspicious
material from a parcel
being sent to Australia. The
spokesman said that sepa-
rate cases have been regis-
tered against the accused
while further investigations
are under process.

S M Rizwan

P
rime Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif is visiting
the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) from January 12 to 13 at
the invitation of the President of
the United Arab Emirates,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan.

This will be the third visit of
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif to UAE after
assuming the post of Prime
Minister. The prime minister will
be accompanied by a high-level
delegation including important
members of the cabinet. Pakistan
and the United Arab Emirates
enjoy excellent brotherly bilater-
al relations based on common
heritage and multilateral cooper-
ation. Pakistan is ready to con-
nect the Middle East with
Afghanistan and Central Asia.
Pakistan and UAE have excel-
lent brotherly relations based on
common heritage and multilater-
al cooperation.

The exemplary development
that the United Arab Emirates
has set would not have been pos-
sible without the visionary lead-
ership of Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, the founder
of the United Arab Emirates.

This great leader was very
fond of Pakistan. He took a per-
sonal interest in many socio-eco-
nomic projects in Pakistan and
provided opportunities for
Pakistani workers to work in the

UAE – serving as a strong
bridge between Pakistani work-
ers, Pakistan and the UAE.

His successors in the UAE are
following the high standards set
by Sheikh Zayed and are striving
to further strengthen and stabi-
lize relations with Pakistan.  The
Prime Minister's visits have fur-
ther expanded our bilateral rela-
tions, our trade and economic
ties have also strengthened and
we continue to cooperate at
international forums.

Economic and trade relations
between Pakistan and the United
Arab Emirates are an important
part of our bilateral relations and
are continuously growing.

With mutual trade of over $8
billion, the UAE is Pakistan's
largest trading partner in the
Middle East and North Africa
region. It is one of the largest
foreign investors in Pakistan.

With the continuous progress
of the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor and the operationaliza-
tion of the Gwadar port,
Pakistan is poised to connect the
Middle East with Afghanistan
and beyond with Central Asia.
Better connectivity between our
regions will be very beneficial
for our people.

During Prime Minister
Mohammad Shahbaz Sharif's
visit, the Prime Minister will
also meet the Prime Minister and
Vice President of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al

Maktoum. During the visit, the
Prime Minister will meet
Emirati businessmen and
investors to discuss ways to
increase bilateral trade and
investment.

The UAE is home to around
1.7 million Pakistanis who have
been contributing to the success
of the UAE for the past five
decades, as well as the develop-
ment, prosperity and economic
growth of the two brotherly
countries. Pakistan and the UAE
are bound by close and brotherly
ties based on common faith and
traditions, common history and
heritage. Regular high-level
exchanges and visits by the lead-
ers of the two countries are an
important feature of the bilateral
relationship.

It should be noted that
Pakistan and the United Arab
Emirates are enjoying deep,
strong and religious relations
with strong values.

Pakistan is committed to fur-
ther expand and strengthen bilat-
eral relations with the UAE, par-
ticularly in the areas of trade,
economy and investment.

Pakistan is committed to fur-
ther expand and strengthen bilat-
eral relations with the UAE, par-
ticularly in the areas of trade,
economy and investment.
During the visit, the Prime
Minister will meet the President
of the United Arab Emirates,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, to promote econom-

ic, trade and investment rela-
tions between the two brotherly
countries and create opportuni-
ties for the Pakistani workforce
in the UAE. The two leaders will
also discuss several regional and
global issues of mutual interest.

It should be noted that since
Mian Shahbaz Sharif assumed
the position of Prime Minister
of the coalition government,
he has worked day and night
for the restoration of the coun-
try's economy. A clear exam-
ple of this is the recent
Geneva conference in which
more than expected funds
have been pledged for flood
relief. Apart from this, a posi-
tive discussion has also been
held with the representatives
of the IMF and now the danger
of Pakistan defaulting has
been avoided, but still more
tough decisions have to be
made. Pakistan's stock
exchange has also improved.

In this context, the
spokesman of the Foreign Office
says that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is visiting on the
invitation of the head of the
UAE. Pakistan is committed to
further expand and strengthen
bilateral relations with the UAE,
particularly in the areas of trade,
economy and investment.

It should be noted that ever
since Mian Shahbaz Sharif
assumed the position of Prime
Minister of the coalition govern-
ment, he has worked day and

night to revive the country's
economy. During the visit, the
Prime Minister will meet the
President of the United Arab
Emirates, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, and will dis-
cuss bilateral relations and trade
issues in meetings with the UAE
leadership. The meeting will also
discuss progress in investment
agreements in Pakistan.

It should be noted that these
days the Chief of Pakistan
Army, General Asim Munir, is
also in the United Arab
Emirates on an official visit,
where the President of the
UAE, Sheikh Muhammad bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, warmly wel-
comed General Asim Munir. In
the meeting, Sheikh
Muhammad Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan congratulated General
Asim Muneer on becoming the
Chief of the Pakistan Army and
expressed his best wishes for
his new responsibilities.
Defense and military coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
UAE was discussed.

Relations between Pakistan
and the United Arab Emirates
began in 1971 after the settle-
ment of Abu Dhabi.

After independence from
Britain in December 1971,
seven states including Abu
Dhabi, Ajman, Dubai,
Fujairah, Ras Al Khaimah,
Sharjah and Umm Al Quwain
became one country.

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al

Nahyan was elected President
and Sheikh Maktoob bin Rashid
was elected Vice President and
Prime Minister then Pakistan
was the first country to officially
recognize the United Arab
Emirates. If decided, Pakistani
experts, engineers, tradesmen
and laborers played an active
role and contributed to the
development of education,
health, police and armed forces.

Even today, more than 1.8
million Pakistanis are associated
with various sectors there.
Pakistan and the United Arab
Emirates have very close trade
relations, which is reflected in
the fact that the UAE is the
fourth largest investor in
Pakistan.

Apart from this, UAE is
working in the field of educa-
tion, health, water resources and
infrastructure under the Pakistan
Assistants Program.

In 2009, after the attack on
the Sri Lankan cricket team in
Lahore, the doors of internation-
al cricket were closed to
Pakistan and foreign teams
stopped coming to Pakistan.
During this difficult time, UAE
supported Pakistan and Pakistan
used the sports grounds of UAE
as their home ground.

The relationship of friend-
ship between UAE and Pakistan
is 51 years old. It is hoped that
the visit of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will further
strengthen the relationship.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad police arrested
19,716 outlaws during the
last year and recovered
looted valuables worth
more than Rs.1.38 billion
from them while a signifi-
cant action against criminal
elements was witnessed
during this period.

According to police, the
Islamabad police obtained
great achievements during
the tenure of incumbent
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan and took effec-
tive action against the crim-
inal elements. Police
spokesman said that the
force achieved great suc-
cess which is appreciable.
He said that policemen
from Operational Wing
worked hard to ensure pro-
tection to the lives and
property of the citizens and
achieved success in the

assigned tasks.
According to details, the

Operations Division of the
Islamabad Capital Police
arrested a total of 19,716
persons culprits involved in
various crimes cases while
several gangsters including
a notorious gangster Bilal
Sabit along with accom-
plices were arrested. 

As per the performance
report, the operation divi-
sion police arrested 1,450
accused including 656
members of 234 criminal
gangs involved in dacoity
as well as robbery cases
and recovered valuables
worth Rs. 219 million from
their possession including
34 vehicles and 73 motor-
cycles. Likewise, 1610 cul-
prits including 437 mem-
bers of 167 gangs involved
in theft and street crimes
were also arrested besides
recovery of Rs 298.94 mil-

lion from their possession.
Similarly, the police teams

also registered 1,016 cases
against vehicle and bike
lifters and arrested 814
accused including 276 mem-
bers of 113 gangs and recov-
ered 281 vehicles and 646
bikes worth Rs 402.2 million
from their possession. Police
teams arrested 172 accused
and recovered 165 tempered
vehicles and nine bikes worth
Rs 459.8 million from their
possession. Moreover, the
capital police also traced 43
blind murder cases and arrest-
ed 78 accused involved in it.
Police also registered 1158
cases against drug peddlers
and arrested 1209 accused
involved in drug peddling and
recovered 652.9 kilogram
hashish, 333.6 kilogram hero-
in, 11.5 kilogram Ice, 85 gram
cocaine, 5.16 kilogram opium
and 12,316 liquor bottles
from their possession.

ANF recovers over 23.6 kg
drugs in seven operations

HEC makes education
accessible for students

ISLAMABAD: Massive traffic came from Murree jammed due to construction of Bhara Kaho Bypass. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Benazir
Income Support Programme (BISP) has
set up a special control room for the
redressal of public complaints regarding
disbursement of Benazir Kafaalat pay-
ments. The control room has set up on
the special directives of Federal Minister
for Poverty Alleviation and Social
Safety, Shazia Marri to ensure trans-
parency in distribution of the first quar-
terly installment of Rs 7000 among the
beneficiaries for the year 2023.

The disbursement process of the first
quarterly installment of Benazir
Kafaalat was started from Monday.

Shazia Marri has expressed her com-
mitment to ensure transparency in the
disbursement of funds at any cost and
stressed that the beneficiaries should
receive their amount of Rs 7000 and not
to forget to get their payment receipt.

She reiterated that no deduction could
be made through this amount and there
was no payment fee. 

If a person demands any kind of
deduction or fee for payment, benefici-
aries should immediately report to
BISP's toll-free helpline 080026477 and

contact the nearest BISP Tehsil Office.
She warned that the message sent by

BISP would come from 8171 only and
no message from any other number or
code should be trusted, as it is faked and
fraudulent. The beneficiaries facing
problems regarding receiving the pay-
ments could register their complaint on
Whatsapp numbers for Punjab:
03255365520, Sindh: 03449118336 and
Balochistan: 03255365469 while the
complainants from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan could con-
tact at: 03255365476.

According to the BISP, around 7.7
million families would receive over Rs.
55 billion in the first tranche.

The beneficiary women and transgen-
ders of Islamabad, Punjab, Sindh and
Balochistan have started receiving this
money from Payment Centers or
Biometric ATMs designated by Habib
Bank; while in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan, the amount is being disbursed
through Payment Centers or Biometric
ATMs of Bank Al-Falah.

BISP sets up control room
for redressal of complaints

regarding Kafaalat payments

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to UAE very
Important for the Pakistan economic situation

19,716 criminals held



Iranian engineers rescued

KABUL (Agencies): Four Iranian engineers
and five soldiers of Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, who were trapped in snow-
storms, were rescued by the air forces of the
Ministry of National Defense of
Afghanistan. These Iranian engineers
arrived in Herat from Iran for the technical
evaluation of the Khaf-Herat railway, where
they were trapped in snowstorms in the
deserts of Herat while returning to Iran due
to cold weather and lack of food.

FM meets injured in attack

KABUL (Agencies): Acing Foreign Minister
Mawlavi Amir Khan Muttaqi, visited the
injured of explosion in Emergency Hospital.
During his visit, Mr. Muttaqi directed health
personnel of the hospital to pay special atten-
tion to the treatment of the injured. He also
provided cash assistance for those wounded
in the incident. Five civilians were killed and
several others were injured in the explosion
that took place on the road passing in front of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

Jamadi-us-Sani 20, 1444 — Friday, January 13, 2023

The Frontier Post

KABUL (Agencies): The
Deputy Prime Minister of
the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, Mawlavi
Abdul Salam Hanafi, in a
meeting with Sheikh Nada
Mohammad Nadeem,
Acting Minister of Higher
Education, heard the sug-
gestions on the promotions
of the educational situation
in the country.

According to a state-
ment, the meeting also dis-
cussed incomplete projects
of the Ministry of Higher
Education and their place-
ment in the budget of the
fiscal year 1402, the
increase in the future aca-
demic and administrative
formation of that ministry,
support for the increase in
the salaries of professors
and some other issues.

The issue of providing
better topics to professors

with doctoral degrees, the
purpose of forming special-
ized departments in the uni-
versities of the zones, the
exemption of professors
from paying master’s and

doctoral program fees, and
the salary plan for master’s
and doctoral programs was
discussed.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the job creation for

new graduates and dedicat-
ing the budget for research
programs, inventions, and
innovations of the universi-
ties in 1402, added to the
statement.

KABUL (Agencies): An
emergency meeting was
held in Herat with the pres-
ence of the governor of
Herat, the head of informa-
tion and culture, media offi-
cials and journalists.

The Governor of Herat,
hailing the cooperation of
the media for their cover-
age and action in this
emergency, underscored
that the people have an
urgent need to inform the
media at this time.

Mawlana Noor Ahmad
Islam Jar Governor of Herat
says that the local adminis-
tration has taken all the
preparations in case of emer-
gency and no unfortunate
cases have happened so far.

The emergency commit-
tee will continue its day and
night actions and will take
care of people’s problems,
he added.

Governor Islam Jar says
that this committee also
monitors the price of food
items.

The head of Information
and Culture of Herat,

Naeem ul Haq Haqqani,
says that all the teams are
performing their duties and
there have been no casual-
ties in Herat and its districts
so far

Haqqani says that possi-
ble measures have been
taken from the city level

two days back.
He says that there is no

shortage in Turkmenistan’s
electricity sector, but Iran’s
electricity has increased
from 100 megabytes to 40
megabytes, and we are
addressing this problem.

Local Herat officials say

that all roads leading to
Herat are blocked due to
the cold weather, but now
that the weather is suitable,
they have been temporarily
opened and rescue teams
are dispatched on the road,
as the possible second wave
of cold weather measured.

JALALABAD (Pajhwok):
For the first time in eastern
Nangarhar province, a
charity has started free
treatment of drug addicts
and has so far treated 25
people.

Another 40 people are
under treatment with the
private Ikhlas Charity
Foundation being run with
cooperation and assistance
of Afghans living abroad.

Local authorities in
Nangarhar appreciate the
initiative and assure to
increase services at the
government hospital for
treatment of drug addicts.

Ikhlas Charity
Foundation head
Mohammad Ibrahim Bawri
told Pajhwok Afghan News
on Thursday that their
foundation was being sup-
ported by Afghan expatri-
ates.

Their foundation started
working five months ago
and has so far treated 25
addicts and about 40 people
are still under treatment.

“We provide five types
of services that include full

examination of the patient,
medication, accommoda-
tion, 24-hour doctor servic-
es and food.”

He said they also provid-
ed monthly assistance to
families of some addicts
along with their treatment
in the first category. In the
second category, only free
treatment is provided and in
the third category, patients
are treated against a small
fee, he added.

Bawri said addicts often
returned to their habit of
using drugs after treatment
because they had no job or
business.

In order to solve this
problem, he said, they were
planning to provide work
opportunities to the addicts
after treatment in future so
that they could avoid a
relapse.

Ajmal, one of the under
treatment addicts, a resi-
dent of Khost province,
said he first got addicted to
snuff in company of his
friends, then turned to ciga-
rettes, hashish and heroin.

“Initially I used drugs

secretly, but then my father
came to know about it. He
advised me to quit other
drugs and only smoke
hashish with him, now we
both are receiving treat-
ment in this center.”

Ajmal’s father Jamal
said after knowing about
the treatment center, he
came to it with his son and
now they were under treat-
ment.

Nangarhar provincial
officials appreciated the
initiative.

Nangarhar Public Health
Department spokesman
Naqibullah Rahimi said pri-
vately no one had previous-
ly taken such an action in
Nangarhar and therefore his
department and security
organs were fully cooperat-
ing with the charity.

He said a 100-bed gov-
ernment hospital for treat-
ment of drug addicts exist-
ed in Nangarhar, where
1,100 addicts received
treatment last year. He said
they were trying to increase
facilities at the hospital in
the future.

SALANG (Khaama
Press): Officials of the
Ministry of Public Works
of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan say that the
Salang highway was
reopened after the heavy
snowfall and a strong
storm.

The Public Work min-
istry tweeted that Salang
highway has been opened
for traffic as a result of the
efforts of the personnel of
Salang Preservation
Department. 

Due to heavy snowfall
on Wednesday, highways
in certain provinces
including Kabul, Bamyan,
Baghlan, Badghis, and
Saripul provinces were
temporarily blocked.

Taliban officials of
Salang highway have said
that some passengers who
were stuck on the road
have been transferred to
safe places after the rescue
team reached the area.

Officials of the Ministry
of Public Works in a mes-
sage to Khaama Press said
that so far five passenger

cars that were stuck on the
highway were rescued by
rescue personnel.

Salang highway con-
nects at least ten northern
and northeastern provinces
of Afghanistan to the cen-
ter and other provinces.
Since the beginning of this
year’s snowfall, the high
has been temporarily
blocked several times.

The blockage of Salang

highway for Traffic is not
something new. During the
winter season, the massive
amount of snowfall the
mountainous train gets
makes it extremely diffi-
cult to move people and
goods from the capital to
northern provinces and
vice versa. Meanwhile, the
highway is in a poor con-
dition with cracks and
holes everywhere, needing

immediate attention for its
maintenance.

On December 18, an oil
tanker overturned and
caught fire in Salang
Tunnel, killing 19 people
and injuring dozens.
Similar incidents and ava-
lanches have taken place
in Salang Tunnel and the
only major highway link-
ing the capital to the north
of the country. 

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The Iranian ambassador in
Kabul says that
Afghanistan is a promising
destination for investment,
and provides the best busi-
ness opportunities in differ-
ent sectors.

Hassan Kazemi Qomi,
Iranian Ambassador and
Special Representative of
the President of Iran for
Afghanistan, stated in an
interview on Thursday, that
now is the best opportunity
to invest in Afghanistan’s
mining sector, and other
domains.

Following the withdraw-
al of the American forces
from Afghanistan, Iran has
been able to maintain close
relations with the Afghan
Taliban government. As an
immediate neighbor with
deep cultural ties,

Afghanistan has been sig-
nificantly important for
Iran for different reasons
now than ever before.
Expanding bilateral trade
relations and investment in
various fields can pave the
way for Iran to achieve its
economic goals in this
country.

Qomi stated that cooper-
ation with Afghanistan in
various sectors is on the
agenda of his country,
based on humanitarian and
Islamic morals. He further
added that there is no better
country than Afghanistan in
the mining industry for
Iran.

“Afghanistan is a close
country for Iran in terms of
carrying out economic
activities and transferring
knowledge and technology,
as far there is good diplo-

matic ties, between two
neighboring countries,
Qomi added.

Currently, Iran imports
basic goods form distant
countries such as Australia,
Brazil, and Latin American
countries, with relatively
high costs. Therefore, Iran
can utilize Afghanistan pos-
sibly with serious economic
barriers, as both countries
are in dire need of econom-
ic development in their own
contexts.

Meanwhile, Shahab-
uddin Delawar the Acting
Minister of Mines and
Petroleum of the Taliban
administration, in a meet-
ing with Iranian investors,
asked them to invest in
Afghanistan’s mining sec-
tor, which will enhance
bilateral trade between the
two neighbors.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
More than 16 months have
passed since the Islamic
Emirate was established in
Afghanistan, but “an offi-
cial cabinet” is yet to be
announced and the govern-
ment is still administered
by acting ministers.

The Islamic Emirate’s
deputy spokesperson, Bilal
Karimi, said that current
operations in governmental
institutions are proceeding
normally and that efforts
are also made to establish
an official cabinet.

“Whenever we see a
shortage anywhere, efforts

will be made to fill it,”
Karimi said.

Analysts said that one of
the reasons that the caretak-
ing trend has not been
ended is that the interna-
tional community does not
recognize the Islamic
Emirate government.

“The most important
principle is that we have
not yet been able to have a
wider political dialogue
with the international com-
munity so that they recog-
nize the current govern-
ment of Afghanistan. The
second issue is that it is
related to the political inco-

herence of the geographical
management of Afghan-
istan,” said Mohammad
Zalmai Afghanyar, a politi-
cal analyst.

“As soon as possible, the
Islamic Emirate should
announce the official cabi-
net and the permanent cabi-
net, in which all Afghans
have a share,” said Abdul
Qader Qani, another politi-
cal analyst.

Twenty-five of the coun-
try’s ministries are now run
by acting ministers.

According to a number
of experts, the formal cabi-
net’s formation promotes

effective governance.
“The sooner the Islamic

Emirate acts on this matter,
the issue of their recognition
will be essential for them and
it will be recognized faster,”
said Parwiz Stanikzai, a uni-
versity lecturer.

The Islamic Emirate’s
spokesman, Zabiullah
Mujahid, previously noted
that more time was needed
for the formation of the for-
mal cabinet. The most
major reasons for not estab-
lishing an official cabinet,
in Mujahid’s view, were the
lack of a council and the
constitution.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
The bombing near the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Kabul on Wednesday
triggered widespread reac-
tions at national and inter-
national levels.

Kabul security depart-
ment said the attack left
five people dead and many
others wounded.

Daesh claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, accord-
ing to a website affiliated to
the group. 

Former president Hamid
Karzai in a tweet “strongly”
condemned the attack and
called it a terrorist act and
said it is against human and
Islamic values.

Former chairman of the
High Council for National
Reconciliation, Abdullah
Abdullah, in a tweet con-
demned the attack called it
against all human and
Islamic principles.

The UN Assistant
Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) also con-
demned the attack.

“Violence is not part of
any solution to bring lasting
peace to Afghanistan,”
UNAMA said. “Our condo-
lences to the families
affected.”

UK Chargé d’Affaires
Hugo Shorter in a tweet
condemned the attack and
said “the UK rejects such
senseless and indiscrimi-
nate acts of violence.”

Qatar’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in a state-
ment “strongly con-
demned” the bombing and
expressed the condolences
of the State of Qatar “to the
families of the victims, the
government, and the people
of Afghanistan.”

A spokesman for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of China in a regular daily

briefing on Thursday
strongly condemned the
attack and said they hope
that Islamic Emirate can
protect citizens from all
countries, including
Chinese nationals.

Iran’s Embassy in Kabul
in a tweet condemned the
attack and expressed deep
condolences to the families
of victims of the blast.

The Organization of
Islamic Cooperation also in
a statement condemned the
suicide attack outside the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The OIC General Secr-
etariat extended its condo-
lences to the families of the
victims and wished the
wounded a quick recovery.

Pakistan Foreign
Ministry said in a statement
that Islamabad “strongly
condemns the brazen ter-
rorist attack that resulted in
the loss of precious lives.”

Trapped
passengers

rescued
JAWZJAN (Agencies):
The Forces of the Ministry
of National Defense res-
cued the lives of dozens of
passengers who were
trapped in snowstorms in
Salang and other places in
the north of the country due
to heavy snowfall.

On Wednesday, five
vehicles, along with their
inside passengers were
trapped in a snowstorm,
and were rescued by the
forces National Defense
Ministry, said the Ministry
in a statement.

14 residents of the Fay-
zabad district of Jawzjan
were rescued by helicopters
of Balkh Air Brigade and
transferred to a safe place,
the statement added.

Meanwhile, the security
officials of Jawzjan say that
7 passengers of a car
where, trapped in a snow-
storm last Wednesday night
on the road of Eshak Kotal
in the Aqche district were
rescued.

Qari Hafizullah Pahl-
wan, the security com-
mander of Jawzjan, says
that the passengers who
were trapped in a snow-
storm were found and res-
cued after several hours of
searching and were taken to
the center of this province
by helicopter.

The passengers include a
woman and a child who
was taken to the Afghan-
Turkish hospital for treat-
ment, he added.

Chinese
interested

investing in
Afghanistan

GHAZNI (Agencies): Local
officials of the Ghazni
Mines and Petroleum Depa-
rtment say that two Chinese
firms have brought with
them samples of lithium
mines of the Zarkashan and
Nawur districts of the Mu-
qur district of the province.

The Chinese want to
invest in these two mines,
local officials of the
province said.

The provincial head of
Ghazni Mines and
Petroleum, Mawlavi Hazrat
Yusuf Sohaib, said that
these two mines need mil-
lions of US dollars of
investment and the extrac-
tion of these two mines can
address the economic prob-
lems of the country.

According to him, 25
mines of Ghazni are still
being mined and 18 new
mines have been discovered
in this province this year
alone. The newly discovered
18 mines are marble, coal,
and other precious materials,
from which the extraction
will begin next year.

Water supply
projects

underway
JAWZJAN (Agencies):
With the construction of 6
water supply networks in
Jawzjan, drinkable water is
presumed to be supplied to
hundreds of families. The
work of 6 water supply net-
works worth two hundred
and fifty thousand US dol-
lars has started in Fazyabad
district of Jawzjan.

The officials of the Dep-
artment of Rural Rehabi-
litation and Development
of Jawzjan say that these
water supply networks are
funded by the United
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UMDP) and in
cooperation with the Dep-
artment of Rural Rehab-
ilitation and Development.

This projects are carried
under the title “Joint Action
for Community Empow-
erment” in Fayzabad
District, Jawzjan.

Meanwhile, Mawlavi
Assadullah Hamza, the
head of Jawzjan Rural
Rehabilitation and Devel-
opment, said that with the
completion of these proj-
ects, more than 730 fami-
lies will benefit from safe
drinkable water.

Bombing in Kabul triggers
widespread reactions

Kabul gives investment
opportunities for Tehran

Charity starts treatment
of drug addicts

Minister share suggestions
with Deputy PM to promote

higher education sector

16 months later, Islamic Emirate
yet to have official cabinet

Herat held emergency meeting
as cold temperature upsurge

Salang highway reopens for
traffic after heavy snowfall
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WEST BANK: Relatives weeping at hospital after killing of a Palestinian man Ahmed Junaid.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In a much-
hyped merger, Mustafa
Kamal and Dr Farooq Sattar
— who had formed their
separate factions —
Thursday joined the
Mutahida Qaumi
M o v e m e n t - P a k i s t a n
(MQM-P). Kamal had estab-
lished the Pak Sarzameen
Party in 2016 and Sattar
formed the MQM-P Bahali
Committee in 2018 after
developing differences with
the party.

In a press conference
flanked by the top brass of
the party, MQM-P Convener
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
said the "graveness" of the
situation in Sindh's urban
areas requires all people to
join hands. "It is important
that under the circum-
stances, the people, whose
families laid down their lives

for Pakistan's formations,
should come together for a
historic struggle," the
MQM-P leader said.
Siddiqui said that the ele-
ments who wished to divide
the nation are disappointed
and vowed that the rejuve-
nated MQM-P would live up
to the dreams of the masses
and strive for urban cities'
development.

"I welcome you all —
Kamal, Sattar, and their
aides. I hope that all of you
will strive for the nation,"
the former federal minister
for information and technol-
ogy added. In response to a
question from a journalist,
the MQM-P convener said
that the party would not
allow the staging of the
upcoming local body polls
— a move that will invite
criticism from opposing par-
ties. "If they redo the delim-
itation again, we are ready to

participate in the local body
polls. If it is not fixed, then
we will fight for our rights,"
Siddiqui warned.

For his part, Kamal said
this day will be remem-
bered in history as an
“important day” as certain
decisions would be taken
today that are “unthink-
able”. “If we [the MQM-P
leaders] talk about our-
selves, then we have taken
such unthinkable decisions
in the past as well, which
were beyond people’s com-
prehension,” he said, recall-
ing that when he left MQM
founder Altaf Hussain on
August 14, 2013, he was a
senator and the member of
the Rabta committee. He
clarified that he had no per-
sonal differences with
Hussain and that the deci-
sion to leave the party was
completely based on politi-
cal differences.

Mustafa, Farooq Sattar
back to MQM fold

LAHORE (Agencies): The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has been informed that
Punjab Governor Balighur
Rehman has taken back his
order to de-notify Pervaiz
Elahi as the chief minister
after he managed to secure
the confidence of 186
members in the Punjab
Assembly.

A five-member bench
comprising Justice Abid
Aziz Shaikh, Justice
Chaudhry Muhammad
Iqbal, Justice Tariq Saleem
Sheikh, Justice Asim
Hafeez and Justice
Muzamil Akhtar Shabir
heard the case. During hear-
ing, Elahi’s lawyer Barrister
Ali Zafar informed the
bench that his client had
taken the vote of confidence
from the Punjab Assembly.

The Punjab governor’s
counsel also confirmed to
the bench that the chief
minister had taken the vote
of confidence. At this,
Justice Abid inquired
whether the Punjab gover-
nor was satisfied with the

vote of confidence? The
governor’s lawyer urged
the bench to make the
assembly proceedings part
of the court’s record.

At this, Justice Asim
Hafeez also inquired what
the situation would be if the
governor issued another
notification. “Governor’s
notification was not legal,”
insisted Zafar. To that,
Justice Abid remarked that
the issue regarding the vote
of confidence had been set-
tled. “The floor test has
been completed […] does
this means that the matter
has been resolved now,”
Justice Shaikh inquired.

At one point during the
hearing, Justice Shaikh
inquired how many days
would be ideal to carry out
a no-confidence vote. To
this, Elahi’s lawyer said
that the governor should
provide an ideal period of
14 days or seven-day notice
at the least. At that, Justice
Hafeez observed that a ses-
sion could be called on a
holiday as well.

At that, Justice Shaikh
maintained that the court
only had to see whether the
time given by the governor
to hold a confidence vote
was correct or not.
Subsequently, the hearing
was adjourned for a break.
Once the hearing resumed,
the Punjab governor’s
lawyer informed the LHC
bench that his client has
confirmed the CM Elahi’s
vote of confidence and
withdrawn his de-notifica-
tion order.

“Governor has taken
back the de-notification
order,” the lawyer told
LHC bench. “The issue has
been resolved in the assem-
bly which is a good thing.
Everything has happened
according to the law and
constitution,” remarked
Justice Abid after hearing
the governor’s lawyer.
Meanwhile, Justice Hafeez
remarked that he would be
giving an additional note in
the verdict. The bench then
disposed of CM Elahi’s
petition. 

Governor withdraws
Elahi’s de-notification order

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
The Supreme Court of
Pakistan has been informed
that the amount in Dam
Funds have increased to
Rs16.53 billion, which in
next quarter will become
Rs16.98 billion. A five-
judge special bench, headed
by Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial, on Thursday heard
the implementation of its
directives regarding con-
struction of Diamer-Basha
and Mohmand Dams.

During the hearing,
WAPDA lawyer Saad Rasul
informed that the govern-
ment in terms of Mohmmad
Dam had committed Rs25
billion in PSDP, but dis-
bursed Rs2.5 billion in the
first quarter, while gave
nothing in the second quar-
ter. He further informed that
for Diamer Dam Rs27 bil-
lion were allocated but dis-
bursed Rs5.4 billion in the
first quarter, while no funds
were released in the second
quarter.

Saad also said that the
Power Division has to pay
Rs 240 billion to the
WAPDA. The Secretary
Power Division informed
the Central Power
Purchasing Agency (CPPA)
after receiving money from
the DISCOs transfer money
in their account. But there
was an annual gap of Rs400
billion last year, which will
further increase, adding the
gap is due to line loss and
the power theft. He told that
circular debt at present is
Rs2.6 trillion.

The chief justice
remarked when the public
sector is facing such a prob-
lem then why the govern-
ment privatizes it, but then
said they would not go into
this matter. Former Chief
Justice Mian Saqib Nisar on

July 10, 2018 had set up the
Supreme Court of Pakistan
Diamer-Bhasha and
Mohmand Dams Fund to
raise money for the con-
struction of Diamer-Bhasha
and Mohmand Dams. When
Prime Minister Imran Khan
announced to join efforts
with the Chief Justice for
the construction of dams
then the Fund name was
changed as Supreme Court
and Prime Minister Diamer-
Basha and Mohmand Dams
Fund.

The representatives of
the State Bank of Pakistan
and the National Bank of
Pakistan, through video-
link, informed the bench
that the Dam Fund’s amount
has been invested in the
government securities,
which is managed by the
SBP. All the banks collect
the funds and deposit in the
Dam Fund account main-
tained at the SBP, told the
NBP official, and added
every three months the
interest on the Fund is re-
invested.

Secretary Power Division
informed that the incumbent
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has given priority to
the construction of Diamer-
Basha and Mohmand Dams.
Justice Ijaz noted that
Shehbaz Sharif after taking
oath as the PM had visited
the site of Diamer Dam. He
said the federal government
had given undertaking to the
Supreme Court bench that
funds for the Dams will not
be withheld. 

The chief justice said
they (judges) also have con-
cern about the financial dif-
ficulty, which the govern-
ment and the security are
facing. He asked the
Secretary Finance to take
measures to reduce expens-

es and increase the
resources. “Good nations
face the challenges bravely
and overcome them.”

The chief justice
remarked that the SBP is the
credible institution to man-
age the Dam Fund. He said
Dam Fund status is avail-
able on SC website and now
anyone who had donated in
the Dam Fund can trace on
the SC website how much
he/she has contributed. The
CJP said the Dam Funds
will be used only for pur-
chasing the machinery of
the power houses of these
dams, adding it can’t be
used for the damage caused
by the floods. The case is
adjourned for an indefinite
period.

Railways to submit 5-
year business plan in Apex
court: In light of the
Supreme Court (SC) of
Pakistan decision, Federal
Minister of Railways
Khawaja Saad Rafique has
directed the authorities to
submit a five-year long-
term business plan to apex
court.

According to details, the
directives were issued dur-
ing a high-level meeting –
chaired by Railways
Minister Saad Rafique. The
meeting was attended by
Secretary Railway,
Additional Secretary,
Secretary Railway Board,
and others. During the meet-
ing, the federal minister said
that the Supreme Court’s
order will surely improve
the overall performance of
Pakistan Railways. “The
ministry has started working
on a long-term and compre-
hensive business plan for
land management, which
will be based on the princi-
ple of transparency and
merit,” he added.

Amount in dam funds
rised to Rs16.53b, SC told

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Supreme Court on
Thursday adjourned the
hearing of a case with
regard to the amendments
in National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) laws till
January 17. A three-mem-
ber bench headed by Chief
Justice of Pakistan Umar
Ata Bandial heard the peti-
tion of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan.

At the outset of hearing,

the Federal Government’s
counsel Makhdoom Ali
Khan argued that it was the
prerogative of Parliament to
legislate. He cited the refer-
ences of articles of Islamic
scholars and American
magazines, and said the
court had to view the matter
in the limits of law as every-
thing was clear in Schedule-
4. He said things could not
be settled on the basis of
likes and dislikes of anyone.
The court would also have

to view whether anyone had
crossed the red line, he
added.

Justice Ijazul Ahsan
remarked that the court
could interfere if there was
an illegal act. The lawyer
said that then the petitioner
had to prove the illegality
of NAB law amendments.
The CJP remarked that the
court had to view the con-
stitutional limits. The case
was then adjourned till
January 17.

SC adjourns NAB
amendment case till 17th

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional bench of
Peshawar High Court (PHC) com-
prised of Justice Musart Hilali and
Justice Abdul Shakoor has granted
status quo on appointment of Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Peshawar
Electricity Supply Company
(PESCO) and ordered federal govern-
ment to reply till 26th January, on
Thursday.

The appointment is challenged by
Chief Executive Officer PESCO
Engineer Gul Nabi while counsel
Ghulam Mohi-u-Din Malik Advocate
informed that petitioner was appoint-
ed on 6th September 2022 for three
years and several tasks were granted
to him which was fulfilled success-
fully by the CEO.

CEO has increased recovery to
95% which was every low at the time
of his appointment while line-losses
were decreased from 42% to 36% and
several reforms were introduced in
various sections of PESCO, the coun-
sel argued. The counsel informed that
the petitioner was directed to improve
his services within three months to
pave way for political engineering to
de-seat the CEO and added that due
to recent flood PESCO has diverted
attention towards rehabilitation rather
than recovery.

The counsel Ghulam Mohi-u-Din
Advocate argued that the trap has set
to appoint Engineer Arif Mehmood
Sadozai posted at Islamabad because
he is brother of former PESCO’s
chief and belonging to constituency
of powerful politicians from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The counsel added that appoint-
ment of irrelevant officer on para-

chute in PESCO will created agita-
tion among employees and added that
a summary is concluded in this regard
which will be placed before federal
cabinet for approval then Engineer
Arif Mahmood Sadozai will be post-
ed as CEO which is illegal and

unconstitutional.
The divisional bench of PHC com-

prising of Justice Musart Hilali and
Justice Abdul Shakoor granted status
quo on appointment of CEO while
ordered federation and PESCO to
submit reply till 26th January.

Posting in PESCO:
PHC grants status quo

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood khan has said that
due to the incompetence of the incumbent
federal setup, the national economy is on
the verge of default and now, in a failed
attempt to resuscitate the economy, the
federal cabinet is looking towards chari-
ties. The indifferent attitude of the import-
ed cabinet towards Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
is unethical and highly condemnable.

Despite the stoppage of funds by the
federal government, the provincial gov-
ernment has not compromised on its
development agenda and is investing in
human capital. Every possible effort has
been made to this effect", he said, and
added that during the last four years, the
provincial government has spent signifi-
cant resources on the welfare of the jour-
nalist’s community, especially on the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of press
clubs, provision of grants in aid, medical
reimbursements, unemployment
allowances, marriage grants, establish-
ment of media colonies and other activities
related to the community.

He was addressing the oath taking cer-
emonies of the Swat and Nowshehra Press
Clubs held here at the Chief Minister's
house on Thursday. Provincial Minister
Dr Amjad, Advisor to Chief Minister
Mian Khaliq Ur Rehman, Special
Assistant to Chief Minister Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif, MPAs Mian
Sharafat Ali and Fazal Hakim, Secretary
Information Arshad Khan and Director
General Information Imdadullah also
attended the ceremonies.

The Chief Minister formally adminis-
tered an oath to the newly elected cabinets
of Swat and Nowshehra Press Clubs. He
extended his heartfelt felicitation to the
newly elected president of Nowshehra

Press club Jahanzeb Khattak, president of
Swat Press club Shereen Zada, president
of Swat Union of Journalists Hazara Ali
and their cabinet members.

He hoped that newly elected cabinets
would play a proactive role in promoting
positive journalism and resolving issues of
their community. Chief Minister
Mahmood Khan also talked about the
achievements of his government and said
that PTI provincial government has gone
beyond its capacity and resources for the
establishment of transparent governance,
improvement of public sector institutions
and public welfare in accordance with
Imran Khan's vision and party manifesto.
He said that under the uniform develop-
ment strategy of the provincial govern-
ment, every possible effort has been made
to ensure the welfare of all sectors of soci-
ety; the ultimate goal is to serve humanity
without discrimination for which all possi-
ble measures have been taken.

He maintained that establishing a wel-
fare society requires coordinated efforts
and teamwork, for which all the stakehold-
ers will have to play their respective roles.
Media has a key role in promoting demo-
cratic practices, due to which it is consid-
ered as the fourth pillar of the state.
Mahmood Khan made it clear that merit,
transparency and rule of law have been the
top priorities of his government since day
one. The self-centered politicians who
have built their properties abroad by loot-
ing the national exchequer have been
exposed.

The Chief Minister on the occasion,
also assured that the issues of the Swat and
Nowshehra Press Clubs would be resolved
on priority, adding that the provincial gov-
ernment has always extended every possi-
ble support to the journalist’s community
and will continue to resolve their genuine
issues in future.

National economy
is on verge of

default: KP CM

PM visits
Martyrs

Monument
ABU DHABI (APP):
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif Thursday
visited national and cultural
landmark of Wahat Al
Karama in Abu Dhabi. The
prime minister was wel-
comed by Khalifa Bin
Tahnoon, Executive
Director Martyrs' Families'
Affairs Office in Crown
Prince's Court.

PM Shehbaz attended
the solemn Guard of
Honour ceremony.
Afterwards, he laid a
wreath at the Martyrs’
Monument, which com-
prises 31 panels leaning on
one another to symbolise
the unity and solidarity
between the UAE’s leader-
ship, people and heroic sol-
diers. The prime minister
also toured Wahat Al
Karama, where he was
briefed about the memorial,
which embodies the sacri-
fices of valiant Emirati sol-
diers. At the end of the tour,
he wrote a note on the
memorial’s guest book,
expressing his appreciation
for the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) brave mar-
tyrs. Wahat Al Karama is a
national and cultural land-
mark in Abu Dhabi, which
was established to com-
memorate the heroic
actions of the UAE’s mar-
tyrs and their sacrifices in
defence of the motherland.

SHC rejects
MQM’s plea 

KARACHI (Agencies): The
Sindh High Court (SHC) has
rejected the plea of
Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-
P) for stay orders against the
local bodies’ elections in
Karachi and Hyderabad. The
lawyer for the MQM-P could
not satisfy the court with his
arguments.

During the hearing, the
court questioned “How did
three members of the ECP
issue the schedule instead
of five members?”. “The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) will answer
this question,” said the
Advocate General of
Sindh. 

Tribesmen
end sit-in after
acceptance of

demands
F.P. Report

WANA: The tribesmen end
sit-in continued for seven
days after successful nego-
tiation with district admin-
istration by approving all
10 demands of Qaumi
Aman Pason, on Thursday.

The negotiation was
concluded with Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Lower
Waziristan Nasir Khan,
District Police Officer
South Waziristan Shabir
Hussain and Assistant
Commissioner Wana
Salman Kundi in the pres-
ence thousands of tribes-
men and peace activists.

During negotiation,
Ulema, tribesmen, social,
political & rights’ activists
and members of civil socie-
ty participated in large
number. The ending of sit-
in was announced after
conclusion of negotiation
with administrative officers
by accepting all ten
demands of Qaumi Aman
Pason. DC claimed that all
10 demands shall be ful-
filled on priority basis and
added that police writ
should be established in the
area by setting up check
points in Wana bazaar. He
added that indiscriminate
actions should be taken
against painted glasses and
absent police personnel
immediately across the
board.

He claimed that militant
groups should be eliminat-
ed to ensure sustainable
peace in the region and
facilities to Ahmadzai
Wazir at Angoor Ada bor-
der crossing with
Afghanistan. DC Nasir
Khan, while expressing his
views, congratulated the
people participating in the
sit-in and said that all the
demands of your people are
constitutional and legal, we
will start implementing all
these demands very soon.

Some demands take time
to process and most
requests will be processed
many times. At which the
people involved in the sit-
in expressed their satisfac-
tion, the sit-in was declared
over, and all the closed
roads were opened.

It should be remembered
that local leaders of all
political parties, PPP, ANP,
JUI, JI, PTI, NDM,
PKMAP, lawyers, busi-
nessmen, PTM and a large
number of tribal elders and
youth participated. Wazi-
ristan Aman Olsi Pasoon
(Waziristan peace public
movement) gave their
demands to the district
administration in the form
of a letter.

IHC expresses
anger over PTI
ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has expressed anger
over the Pakistan Tehrik-e-
Insaf (PTI) for challenging
the same case in two courts.
The IHC chief justice
Aamer Farooq held hearing
on a petition filed by PTI
Chairman Imran Khan,
challenging the Election
Commission of Pakistan s
(ECP) verdict in the
Toshakhana reference.

During the hearing,
Barrister Gohar said that
Imran Khan’s lawyer for
the case, Ali Zafar, is cur-
rently arguing the case
before the Lahore High
Court (LHC), where he has
challenged the ECP s noti-
fication of Dec 7. Gohar
asked the court to set a date
for the next week. “One
case cannot be challenged
in two courts,” IHC Chief
Justice Aamer Farooq said.
“So withdraw this applica-
tion if that is the case,” he
added. 

The court made the
observation, "It is not a
good thing when one notice
is challenged in multiple
courts, as we also wrote in
the Azam Swati case." The
application that is currently
pending with the LHC infu-
riated the IHC CJ who also
noted that a notice was fre-
quently challenged in mul-
tiple courts. The case hear-
ing was postponed till Jan
25 by court.

Previously, Khan’s
counsel Barrister Ali Zafar
made the submission
before that it is bizarre that
the Election Commission
of Pakistan ECP) disquali-
fied him for the assets that
he legally purchased and
lawfully sold.

Court seeks MQM-P
documents in Altaf’s
CNIC case: The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) has
sought documents regarding
the Convener of MQM
Pakistan in case seeking
issuance of CNIC to founder
leader Altaf Hussain. Justice
Mohsin Akhter Kayani
heard the case filed by
MQM regarding the matter.

The court noted that the
petition was filed by a per-
son named Tariq Javed
from London.

KARACHI: Chief of MQM Bahali Committee Dr Farooq Sattar addressing a
press conference along with Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, Amir Khan and others.

Flour price-hike: Court to issue
orders to Chief Secretary for DCs

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A divisional bench comprising of Chief Justice Peshawar
High Court (PHC) Justice Qaiser Rashid and Justice Ijaz Anwar ordered
Secretary Food to submit comprehensive report on price hike and availabil-
ity of flour till 19th January, on Thursday.

During hearing counsel for petitioner Danyal Chamkani Advocate,
Additional Advocate General Syed Sikandar Shah, Secretary Food Mushtaq
Hussain, Director Food Yasir Hussain, Additional Attorney General Amir
Javeed and Additional Deputy Commissioner Sania Safi along with appeared
before court. Secretary Food informed that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is produc-
ing 13 lac matric ton wheat while annual consumption stands at 51 lac matric
ton that is why the government is obtaining wheat from open through
PASCO and especially from Punjab. He added that there is no shortage of
wheat but the problems emerged due to price-hike in Punjab’s market. In the
meantime, Chief Justice Qaiser Rashid observed that people are deprive
already from electricity and gas and now public is roaming on road for flour
neither for luxurious items. Additional Attorney General Amir Javeed argued
that federation doesn’t suspending wheat supply to province because recent-
ly six lac matric tons wheat were provided to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa while
further supply is in pipeline and Additional Secretary National Food
Secretary along with Commissioner Food appeared before court.

Ali Gohar Advocate informed that PHC that the prices declared by
Secretary Food is right but in independent inquiry it is found that Punjab
Police and Food Department personnel receiving bribe openly from trucks
carrying vehicles in bright daylight. However, Secretary food claimed wheat
quota of several mills were cancelled and fines were imposed against them.
He claimed that prices should be decreased in upcoming days and requested
for sometime for submission of comprehensive report. The divisional com-
prising of Chief Justice PHC Justice Qaiser Rashid and Justice Ijaz Anwar
declared that court will issue orders to Chief Secretary for forwarding to all
Deputy Commissioner while ordered Secretary Food to submit detail report
in this regard till 19th January.


