PM'’s son-in-law gets bail

LAHORE (TLTP): An accountability
court in Lahore has granted bail to
Haroon Yusuf, son-in-law of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, till January 12
in the money laundering reference. The
court granted him interim bail on the
condition of submitting surety bonds of
Rs500,000. It also ordered Haroon Yusuf’
to become part of the investigation. It
also sought a report from the authorities
of NAB on the next hearing.
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PML-N MNA gets bail

LAHORE (TLTP): An anti-corruption
court in Lahore has granted bail to
PML-N MNA Chaudhry Muhammad
Ashraf in a land fraud case. Earlier, the
court had reserved its verdict on the
PML-N MNA Chaudhry Muhammad
Ashraf’s bail plea in a land fraud case.
The TLTP learnt that Ashraf got bail
against surety bonds of Rs100,000. The
PML-N MNA was sent to jail on judi-
cial remand by the district and sessions.
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SOHBATPUR: Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif interacting with students after inaugurating new building

of Govt Boys Secondary School, Ghulam Rasool, Jia Khan Sohbatpur, Balochistan.

PTI’s white paper misleading,
devoid of context, says Dar

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The economic man-
agers of the country here on
Wednesday termed the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf’s (PTI) white paper
on state of economy selective, mis-
represented and devoid of economic
context. “The PTI's presentation
[white paper] is selective and misrep-
resented, showing misleading eco-
nomic indicators,” Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar told a press
conference.

He was flanked by Federal
Minister for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives Professor
Ahsan Igbal, Federal Minister for
Energy Khurram Dastgir Khan,
Federal Minister for Economic
Affairs Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb,
and Minister of State for Finance and
Revenue Ayesha Ghaus Pasha. The
finance minister said the comparisons
made in the white paper were incor-
rect and devoid of economic context.

He said the economic situation
since April 2022 was strongly influ-
enced by the legacy that the new gov-
ernment got from the previous
regime, hence what did the Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM) led
government received should be a
denominator for comparison. "This
context", he said, was totally missing
in the PTI's presentation while it had

also ignored international economic
situation, the commodities super-
cycle, Russia-Ukraine war impacts
and the catastrophic floods in the
country. "These realities should have
been kept in mind for making a fair
analysis," he added.

Ishaq Dar said the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) had predicted
that one-third of the globe would be
facing a serious recessional problem
in the year 2023 and Pakistan was no
exception. The Fund had projected
Pakistan's economic growth at 2.7
percent of the GDP (Gross Domestic
Product). It is pertinent to mention
that the PTI in its white paper on
Tuesday had painted a bleak picture
of the national economy.

The finance minister categorically
rejected the PTI's claim of increase in
prices by 100 to 200 percent for being
factually incorrect. Since the PDM
government took over the charge, he
said, the prices of wheat increased by
33%, cooking oil 21%, pulse Masoor
19.5%, pulse Mash 35%, tomato
13.7%, petrol 47%, electricity 0.5%,
and vegetable gheel4.9%. Ishaq Dar
said the PTI's claim of creating 5.5
million jobs during its government
was also incorrect. The official data
showed that some 3.2 million jobs
were created from 2019 to 2022.

He said the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz's (PML-N) previous
government collected Rs 2,255 bil-
lion in its first year and Rs 3,844 bil-

lion in the last year (FY 2018). The
PTI government on the other hand
started its first year with negative
growth in revenue collection by col-
lecting Rs 3,829 billion while the rev-
enue collection in its fourth year
remained Rs 6,148 billion, the minis-
ter added.

He said during the first six months
of the financial year 2022-23, the rev-
enue collection increased by 17.5% to
Rs 3,429 billion as compared to the
same period of previous year. He also
expressed the government's resolve to
achieve the current year's target of Rs
7,440 billion. With respect to revenue
percentage to GDP, the minister said
the PML-N's last government left
with revenue collection at 9.8% of
GDP and the PTI government at only
9.2% of GDP in its last year.

Agriculture credit, he said, had
increased from Rs 351 billion in
2013 to Rs 972 billion in 2018 while
the PTI government took it to Rs
1,419 billion in its last year. "We will
take the credit to Rs 1,819 billion by
end of the current fiscal year," he
added. He said during the PML-N
government's last year (2018), trade
deficit stood at Rs 30.9 billion while
the PTI government left it at Rs 39
billion. Similarly, he said, the
Current Account Deficit was Rs 3.1
billion in the first year of the previ-
ous PML-N government, which was
brought down to Rs 19.2 billion in
2018.

Pakistan wants TTP to surrender

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Interior
Rana Sanaullah Khan on Wednesday
handed over a cheque amounting to
Rs10 million as compensation to the
family of Police Head Constable
Syed Adeel Hussain, who sacrificed
his life in the line of duty by inter-
cepting a suicide bomber in the
Federal Capital's 1-10/4 Sector on
December 23.

"Besides, the government will pro-
vide a housing unit to the family of its
own choice, worth Rs 12.5 million, a
full pension coupled with allowances
to the martyr's widow and bear edu-
cational expenses of the children,
under the Prime Minister's package,"
the minister said while paying tribute
to the martyred policeman here at a
news conference.

He said the incumbent government
had fully acknowledged the services
and sacrifices of Islamabad Police,
which was evident from the fact that
it had paid arrears amounting to Rs
1.22 billion in 'one go' to the
heirs/families of the martyrs, pending
for many years. In addition, the min-
ister said, the government had

brought salaries, allowances and
other facilities of the Islamabad
Police personnel at par with the
Punjab Police so that they could per-
form their duties in a more conducive
environment with professional dedi-
cation.

"Now the Islamabad Police are
performing their duties in a more pro-
fessional way than ever. The timely
and effective action of police officials
did avert the Federal Capital from an
eventual disaster on December 23."
Rana Sanaullah said he had issued
directives that a Superintendent of
Police (SP) would hold a weekly sit-
ting with the heirs of martyrs to solve
their problems on priority.

He said it was unfortunate that
some elements wanted to fan terror in
society by spreading fake security-
related threats like the attack on the
Parliament House through media.
Such accused had been apprehended
and were being investigated. "Details
of the investigation will be shared
with the media after its completion in
due course of time."

The minister said Shehbaz Sharif,
as Punjab's chief minister, had initiat-
ed the process to set up the Counter
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Terrorism Department (CTD) in the
province, which had been proven
effective in controlling terror inci-
dents in the country. While condemn-
ing the recent attack on CTD officers
in Khanewal, the minister said martyr
Naveed Sadiq Sial had completed
several daunting tasks during his
duty.

"All the personnel of law enforce-
ment agencies are playing their role
in foiling terrorist attacks and their
sacrifices for the motherland will not
go in vain," he added. Rana Sanaullah
said it was decided in the National

‘ (Continued on Back Page)

Women
become a
symbol of

courage, says

Marriyum
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Information and Broa-
dcasting Marriyum Auran-
gzeb on Wednesday urged
the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) to initiate
legal action against those
elements who were
involved in the character
assassination of female
actresses on the social
media networking sites.

The minister, in a news
statement, strongly con-
demned the campaign
against the female actress-
es. "The entire society must
condemn those who are
promoting the culture of
such malicious campaigns
aimed at character assassi-
nation and spreading inso-
lence and incivility."

Marriyum said the artists
were not only assets of the
country, but also its identity
at the international level as
they earned a status in soci-
ety through their sheer hard
work and got stardom after
facing many challenges.
She regretted that the char-
acter assassination of a
woman got started whenev-
er she achieved a sublime
status either in journalism,
politics, art or any other
fields. The women became
target of such smear cam-
paigns just due to their gen-
der.

Instead of acknowledg-
ing women's struggle,
capabilities and hard work,
she regretted, some ele-
ments were trying to dis-
credit them. The women
had become a symbol of
courage and determination
and such smear campaigns
would not stop them from
attaining successes. "The
mentally retarded people”
only cared about the hon-
our of their own mothers
and sisters, but not of the
others, she said. The way
some persons abused others
for a difference of opinion,
launched vile attack son
women and involved in dis-
respecting & harassing oth-
ers' mothers and sisters,
showed how they them-
selves had been brought up,
she added.

PTI chief
moves LHC
against ECP

LAHORE (TLTP): Former

prime minister and
Chairman Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTD)

Imran Khan has moved the
Lahore High Court (LHC)

against  the  Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP).

PTI Chairman Imran
Khan filed a petition in the
LHC against the election
commission’s proceedings
to remove him as party
chief. The TLTP learnt that
in his petition, he stated
that the ECP while acting
beyond its jurisdiction, was
trying to remove him from
party chairmanship.

The petition stated that
the ECP illegally issued a
notice to remove him from
the position of PTI chief.
The ECP started its legal

proceedings on Dec 7,
2022.
Nonetheless, the PTI

chairman has declared all
his assets before the com-
mission, the petition added.
The petitioner requested
the court to suspend notice
sent to him by the ECP and
also order the commission
to halt any proceedings
against him till the final
decision of the court.

Rehabilitation
to cost billions
of rupees: PM

Shehbaz optimistic of civilised society’s
support at Geneva conference; announces
12 Danish Schools for Balochistan

F.P. Report

SOHBATPUR: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday expressed the
hope that civilized societies
would come forward to
support the reconstruction
and rehabilitation of flood-
hit Pakistan at the Inte-
rnational Conference on
Climate Resilient Pakistan
scheduled to be held in
Geneva on January 9.

The prime minister,
while addressing a public
gathering here after the
inauguration of recon-
structed Government Boys
Secondary School of Kili
Jia Khan, said he was con-
stantly contacting the lead-
ership of the friendly coun-
tries to invite them to the
conference.

“Yesterday, I talked to
Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim He
assured of sending a dele-
gation to the conference.
He will also join through
Zoom,” he said and men-
tioned his telephonic inter-
actions with the leaders of
Turkey, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) for the purpose. The
prime minister said he
would co-chair the moot
with  United  Nations
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres.

However, he said, the
government and the people

Govt to support modern
education at seminaries

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday said that the government would extend its
maximum support to the seminaries to help them impart
education in accordance with modern-day needs.

The prime minister, in a meeting with a delegation of]
Ittehad-e-Tanzeemat-e-Madaris, also assured them for
providing maximum administrative autonomy to the
seminaries and easing their registration process. Lauding
the services of the seminaries for religious education, he
said that around five million students were studying there
free of charge. The seminaries also teach the students to
memorise the Holy Quran besides playing their active
role to protect Pakistan’s interests.

He said half of the students enrolled in seminaries
were girls and thousands of them were orphans. The stu-
dents were also getting free books and education at the
seminaries. Calling the seminaries Islamic or Pakistani
NGOs, the prime minister said the government desired to
extend its support to them in their social services.

of Pakistan would have to
put in their efforts for reha-
bilitation. The government,
he added, had already dis-
tributed Rs100 billion
among the flood-affected

people  through  BISP
(Benazir Income Support
Programme), but more

funds were still needed to
pay compensation for one
million houses destroyed
by the flood and many peo-
ple were yet awaiting assis-
tance for their rehabilita-
tion.

The prime minister, who
earlier unveiled the plaque

of the newly built school
building, announced to
develop the facility at par
with the Danish Schools of
Punjab.

He had committed to
inaugurate the upgraded
school on March 23, to be
equipped with information
technology facilities,
including e-library, solar
energy and playgrounds.
He also announced the con-
struction of 12 Danish
Schools across Balochistan
to provide equal education-
al facilities to the poor chil-
dren of the province.

Tourism to create
employment: KP CM

Shafi Ullah

MINGORA: Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan on
Wednesday paid a day long visit to district
Swat where he participated as the chief
guest in the passing out parade of the first
batch of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tourism
Police and distributed shields amongst the
police personnel who achieved prominent
positions in the training. He also attended
and addressed the Prize Distribution
Ceremony of the Sports Festival 2022-23
which was held by the Elementary &
Secondary Education department. 37 dif-
ferent games were organized in which
56000 students participated from all over
the province.

The Chief Minister during his visit laid
the foundation stone for the Khapal Kor
Nursing & Health Science College which
is being established under Khapal Kor
Foundation. The provincial government
has provided a grant of Rs 150 million for
the project.

The Chief Minister also performed the
groundbreaking of Paraplegic Center in
Barikot. The project will be completed at
an estimated cost of Rs 1.38 billion which
will consist of 110 bedded ward, 40 pri-
vate rooms, Physical Therapy OPD,
Pathology Lab, Pharmacy, Pediatric
Rehabilitation unit and other allied facili-
ties.

Addressing the groundbreaking cere-
mony of Nursing and Health Science
College, the Chief Minister said that free
educational facilities will be imparted to
orphan students in the proposed nursing
college. The Chief Minister said that his
government is working for the welfare of
the vulnerable segment of the society as
per the vision of chairman PTI Imran
Khan. He said that Imran Khan has gone
all out to help and facilitate the venerable
segment of the society. Shaukat Khan
Hospital is no doubt a land mark achieve-
ment which is providing state of the art

treatment facilities to the cancer patients.
Besides, he launched Ehsaas program
under which multiple welfare measures
have been initiated.

Later on, in the passing out ceremony of
the first batch of Tourism Police, the chief
minister congratulated 173 passed-out
police personnel and hoped that they will
play proactive role in facilitating tourists
in the province. The Chief Minister said
that introducing Tourism Police Force is a
unique initiative, with the purpose to pro-
vide a peaceful, safe and conducive envi-
ronment to the tourists comming to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He made it clear
that the Tourism Police will be different
from the traditional police adding that its
basic responsibility is to protect tourists at
tourist destinations.

Touching upon the other tourism related
initiatives, the Chief Minister said that the
provincial government is working to
develop tourism as an industry. The steps
undertaken by his government to this
effect will not only attract national and
international tourists towards the scenic
sites of the province but also create
employment opportunities for the local
people and will also help in portraying the
soft image of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the
world. The Chief Minister said that the
provincial government has increased the
budget of the tourism sector manifold. The
initiatives taken by the provincial govern-
ment have started yielding positive results
as the government had generated a rev-
enue of Rs 66 billion from the tourism sec-
tor last year.

Criticizing the poor policies of the
incumbent federal government, the chief
minister said that the current situation of
law and order in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is
due to the incompetent imported govern-
ment at centre. The Defense Minister of
the Federal Government is a non-serious
person who is criticizing our police and
CTD just to cover up their incompetence
and injustice.

Toll from Kyiv
strike rises to
89: Moscow

MOSCOW (Agencies): The toll from a
Ukrainian New Year strike in Makiivka has
risen to 89, Moscow said Wednesday, after
Russians gathered to mourn the troops in a
rare public display of anger and grief. Russia
said in the early hours of Wednesday that
more bodies had been found under the rubble
in the town of Makiivka in the Russian-con-
trolled region of Donetsk and the toll had
risen to 89.

The defence ministry declared that the
tragedy had taken place because Russian
troops had used cell phones, giving away
their location to Ukrainian forces. Russia said
on Monday that 63 troops had been killed, the
biggest loss of life from a single strike report-

ed by Moscow since the start of the offensive
in February.

"The number of our dead comrades has
gone up to 89," Lieutenant General Sergei
Sevryukov said in a video statement released
by the defence ministry early Wednesday.
More bodies had been found under the rub-
ble, he added. Ukraine struck a temporary
base in Makiivka at 12:01 am local time on
January 1, using US-supplied HIMARS rock-
et systems, Sevryukov said. Russian
President Vladimir Putin had just delivered
his traditional New Year's address. The
Kremlin chief hailed "our heroes" fighting in
Ukraine and declared that "historical right-
ness is on our side." Ukraine has taken
responsibility for the strike and said the toll
could be much higher. Russian war corre-
spondents said many of the victims were
reservists recently mobilised into the army.
The admission of the heavy losses came after
the war correspondents, who have gained
influence in recent months, accused Russia's
top commanders of fatal incompetence.

Sevryukov said Wednesday that it was the
use of cellphones by soldiers that had led to

the deadly strike. "Currently, a commission is
working to investigate the circumstances of
what has happened,” he said. "But it is
already obvious that the main reason for what
has happened was the turning on and massive
use by personnel of mobile phones within
reach of enemy weapons contrary to the ban."

He said measures were being taken to
ensure such incidents would not happen in
the future, and all those responsible will be
punished. The new announcement came after
mourners gathered in several cities of the
Volga region of Samara -- where some of the
servicemen came from -- to mourn the dead.

Some 200 people laid roses and wreaths in
a central square in the city of Samara as an
Orthodox priest recited a prayer. Soldiers also
fired a gun salute at the commemoration,
where some of the mourners could be seen
holding flags for the ruling United Russia
party. "It's very tough, it's scary. But we can-
not be broken. Grief unites," Ekaterina
Kolotovkina, head of a group of army spous-
es, said at the ceremony.

Sevryukov also said that Russia had
destroyed Ukraine's multiple launch rocket

system used in the attack on Makiivka.
Russian strikes had also destroyed four more
HIMARS launchers and killed 200 Ukrainian
and foreign mercenaries in the town of
Druzhkivka in the eastern region of Donetsk,
he said. Earlier in the day Ukrainian authori-
ties said that Russian strikes on Druzhkivka
killed one person and destroyed an ice rink.

The deaths sparked heavy criticism in
Russia of the army's senior command, includ-
ing from nationalist commentators favourable
to the military intervention in Ukraine. There
have been reports that the servicemen were
quartered in an unprotected building which
was destroyed because munitions were stored
on the premises and detonated in the strike.
Russian war correspondents have accused
Russia's top commanders of not learning
from past mistakes and seeking to shift the
blame on the troops.

The Telegram account Rybar, which has
around a million followers, said it was "crim-
inally naive" for the army to store ammuni-
tion next to sleeping quarters. But much of
the criticism was focused on the incompe-
tence of Russia's top brass and not President

Vladimir Putin who sent troops to Ukraine on
February 24 last year.

Putin has not yet reacted publicly to the
Makiivka strike, which comes during a holi-
day season before Orthodox Christmas that
many Russians spend with their families. At
the gathering in Samara, Kolotovkina said
she had asked her husband to "avenge" the
victims. "We will crush the enemy together.
We are left with no choice," she told mourn-
ers. A little-known group, dubbed Soldiers'
Widows of Russia, urged Putin to announce
general mobilisation.

Ukraine said it had faced waves of Russian
drone and missile attacks since New Year's
Eve, mainly targeting energy and other criti-
cal infrastructure. On Tuesday, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky said he had
spoken by phone with the leaders of Britain,
Norway and the Netherlands and pointed to
"the risks of escalation on the front". The
hardest fighting is raging around the city of
Bakhmut in eastern Ukraine -- a location with
little strategic importance that Russian forces
led by the mercenary group Wagner have
been trying to capture for months.




O 2 The Frontier Post, Peshawar

Home

Thursday, January 05, 2023

Street criminal
involved in over
400 robberies held

KARACHI (APP):
Pakistan Rangers Sindh
and Police in a joint intelli-
gence-based operation in
Bangali Para arrested an
alleged accused involved in
more than 400 street
crimes. According to a
news release on Wednesday
arrested was identified as
Murtaza Khaskeli.

The arrested accused
confessed to committing
over 400 robberies in dif-
ferent parts of the mega-
lopolis. The Rangers also
recovered a 30-bore pistol,
3 rounds, a motorcycle, and
a mobile phone from the
possession of the arrested.

Raids were being carried
out to apprehend his other
accomplices. The arrested
accused was handed over to
the police for further legal
proceedings.

449 accused
of 130 gangs

arrested

LAHORE (APP): CIA
Police claimed to have
arrested 130 gangs and
arrested their 449 mem-
bers besides recovering
items during the last
ear.

SP CIA Shamsul Haq
Durrani on Wednesday
said officials arrested
11,194 accused and pre-
sented challans of 8008
cases, including kidnap-
ping for ransom , blind
murder and robbery.
Police arrested 514 pro-
claimed offenders and 511
court absconders.

During an operation
against illegal weapons,
police  arrested 208
accused and recovered
228 pistols, rifles and
hundreds of rounds from
their possession. More
than 147-kg of drugs were
also recovered and the
accused were sent to jail,
he added.

COURT NOTICE

N THE COURT OF
QAZI MUHAMMAD
ADNAN CIVIL
JUDGE XI KOHAT, it
no.112/1, Date of hearing.
09-01-2023, Titled:-
Muhammad Shoaib Vs
Fareed Gul (etc) Notice

against:- (25)Sanober
Khan (26)Muhammad
Qasim Fareed
(27)Muhammad Asim

Fareed Sons (30)Saiqa
Bibi Dughter of Fareed
Gul R/o Ghulam Banda
District kohat Presently

Address no. 25-26-27
(Abroad now in
Qatar)no.30.now in Saudi
rabia Defendants)

Whereas the above plain-
tiff has instituted a civil
suit against you defen-
dants in which date of
hearing 09-01-2023 is
fixed for your appearance
Since your
intimation/service is not
possible through ordinary
means/mode therefore you
defendants is intimated
through this publication to
appear before this court by
person or by pleader on date
fixed 09-01-2023 otherwise
court shall be proceeded in
accordance with law order
Issued on.30-11-2022
(Court of C.J XI Kohat)

JI Emir warns rulers
against worsening
economic, security situation

LAHORE (NNI): Jamaat-e-Islami
emir Sirajul Haq has warned the
rulers against the country's worsening
economic and security situation.
Addressing a training workshop
for JI workers at Mansoorah on
Wednesday, he added that nuclear
Pakistan had remained a target of
enemies of the country since it
achieved the capability, and they have
been continuously hatching plans to
disable it. He said the enemies want-
ed to create Sri Lank and Ukraine like
situation in Pakistan to take advan-
tage to unleash further propaganda

against the country.

The PDM, the PPP and the PTI,
Haq said, were equally responsible
for the prevailing situation.

to the masses.

ple.
Pakistan were in

He said

they jointly created economic, social
and political crises, adding that the
troika fought to protect their self-
interests, ignoring real issues. He said
the government of the PDM was the
continuation of the PTI as both failed
to fix the economy and provide relief

They, he added,
to bring down inflation and address
the problem of rising unemployment.
The provincial governments, he said,
were afraid of holding local bodies
elections as they could not face peo-
He said the governments in

taking direction from Washington. He
said the attitude of democratic gov-
ernments also remained undemocrat-

rights.
desperately failed

constant habit of

The rulers,
embrace them instead of pushing
people to the wall. The JI chief said
the elections were the need of the
hour to put the country on track, but
polls without reforms would bring
no solution. He said the country
needed civilian supremacy, a free
judiciary, and an independent and
powerful election commission. He
said the JI would continue struggle
for the rights of the people.

ic in the country. He said the families
and individuals run political parties in
the country.

Haq asked the rulers to address
the demands of the people of
Balochistan. He said the residents of
Gwadar

were demanding their
he said, must

Legislative business
committee gives approval
of several decisions

LAHORE (APP):
Legislative Business
Committee of the Punjab
Cabinet (SCCLB) has
approved several decisions
including amendment in
service rules for the Border
Military Police (BMP), the
Baloch Levy, reconstitution
of Provincial Parole Board
and shift in the schedules of
various types of wildlife.

Provincial Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs,
Environment  Protection
and Cooperatives
Muhammad Basharat Raja
chaired the meeting at Civil
Secretariat, here on
Wednesday.

Law Minister Khurram
Shehzad Virk, Law
Secretary Akhtar Javed,
Higher Education
Secretary Ahmad Raza
Sarwar and Forest,
Wildlife and Fisheries
Secretary Shahid Zaman
were also present. It was
decided to amend the serv-
ice rules of BMP and
Baloch Levy DG Khan to

Court Notice

N the Court of Yousaf
IShah Civil Judge VII

/' Judicial
Magistrate/Alaga  Qazi
Buner at Daggar. Suit No
6/12(2), Institution
9/1/2021.7/11/2019. Date
of hearing. 17/1/2023.
Rafiqullah Khan VS
Nasem etc. Notice to no.
6/1.Ghafor Khan son of
Sher Nawab resident of
Elai Buner. 7/1. Suliman
son of Sher Afzal Khan.
10/3.Merzaman.10/4. Sher
Ali.10/5.Mohammad
Zaman sons of Sahib Khan
resident of Elai tehsel
Daggar district Buner.
Whereas in the above men-
tioned case the mentioned
defendants can not be
served in the ordinary way,
it is, therefore, proclaimed
that if the said defendants
will/shall not appear per-
sonally or through dually
authorized agent or pleader
in the court at 8.30 am
dated 17/1/2023 the pro-
ceeding will be taken ex-
parte. Given under my
hand and seal of this Court
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INFORMATION

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA Qy@’JL‘S-H _)LAJ“_;# :
H TECHNOLOGY BOARD
4z/pi=] Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Plot No: 134, 135 & 136, Industrial Estate Phase V, Hayatabad, Peshawar,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan, 091-5891513, 091-5891516, Fax: 091-5891511

info@kpitb.gov.pk [ W kpitbgov ERwww.kpitb.gov.pk
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CORRIGENDUM

PROCUREMENT OF
ELECTRIC & IT EQUIPMENT

With reference to our “Invitation for Bid” bearing Procurement Reference
Number KPITB/22/IFB/062 & INF(P)7096/22, for the Procurement of
Electric & IT Equipment for ADP Scheme “Establishment of Citizen
Facilitation Centers in KP” issued with the bid submission date of
05" January, 2023, has been extended till 17" January, 2023 at 02:00
PM. The opening of the bid will be made on the same date at 02:30 PM.
The revised Bid Documents/ specification of equipment's can be
downloaded from the website https://www.kpitb.gov.pk/rfps.

All other terms and condition will remain unchanged.

\

Assistant Director Procurement,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Technology Board
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Peshawar Pakistan
Phone#: 091-9219505, 091-5891613

\_INF(P) 62123

give 17th scale to superin-
tendent, 16th scale to
assistant and 14th scale to
stenographer like other
departments.

The cabinet committee
was briefed by the Home
Department that last year
400 people had applied for
release on parole, but due
to the required imprison-
ment period and good con-
duct only 80 prisoners qual-
ified for the consideration
of which, the provincial
parole board recommended
release of 34 prisoners.

Chairman Committee
Muhammad Basharat
Raja while directing for
improvement in the per-
formance of Provincial
Parole Board (PPB) said
that parole survey should
be conducted again in 43
prisons of Punjab. “Those
who serve the prescribed
sentence and have shown
good conduct should be
released on  parole,”
directed the chair. He said
that it should not be given
the impression that only

influential people were
released on parole, but the
legal facility should bene-
fit everyone except those
who were involved in
anti-state crimes so that
the burden on prisons
could be reduced.

The cabinet body also
decided to mobilise the
PPB according to its man-
date. The meeting
approved the inclusion of
Chinkara, Hog Deer,
Nilgai, Uryal and wild
boar in the first schedule
of wildlife. Meanwhile
inclusion of 29 birds in
the third schedule and fix-
ation of reserve baseline
prices for issuance of spe-
cial hunting permits was
sanctioned by the com-
mittee too. Houbara
Bustard had also been
temporarily shifted to the
first schedule. It should
be noted that the first
schedule includes the
wild life which can be
hunted throughout the
year after the government
notification.

‘Skills lab
established at

Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital

KARACHI (APP):
Administrator Karachi Dr.
Syed Saifur Rahman on
Wednesday said that a
skills lab for the training of
nurses, doctors, house offi-
cers and medical students
had been established at
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital.
Directives have been issued
to make the new building
of Abbasi Shaheed Hospital
functional soon.

Addressing the inaugu-
ration ceremony of Irfan
Farooq Skills Lab at
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital,
he said that trained doctors
and paramedical staff
could provide better serv-
ices and training was being
made mandatory for pro-
motion to the next post.
Efforts are being made for
the  improvement  of
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital,
he added. On this occasion,
Medical Superintendent of
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital,
Principal of  Karachi
Medical and  Dental
College Dr. Nargis Anjum
and other doctors and para-
medical staff were also
present.

Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Pakhtunkhwa Energy Development Organization
(PEDO)

TENDER NOTICE FOR "SUPPLY AND FIXING OF TRANSFER PIPE FOR DIVERSION OF FLOW
DURING WINTER SEASON FROM SHAKA GOL TO FOREBAY OF RESHUN HPP*
DISTRICT UPPER CHITRAL,

Sealed bids are invited from the eligible contractors in accordance with KPPRA rules
2014 on single stage single envelop for the "SUPPLY AND FIXING OF TRANSFER
PIPE FOR DIVERSION OF FLOW DURING WINTER SEASON FROM SHAKA GOL
TO FOREBAY OF RESHUN HPP, District Upper Chitral. Interested bidders must

meet the following minimum terms and conditions:

Terms & Conditions:

1. The bidder must have Valid PEC registration in category C-5 or above.

2. The bidder must be registered with the FBR and shall be on the Active Tax Payer
Proof of ATPL status on closing date shall be attached.

3. The bidder must be registered with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Authority
(KPRA) and shall be on the Active Tax Payer List (ATPL). Proof of ATPL status

List (ATPL).

on closing date shall be attached.

4, The Firm/ JV should not be black listed from any Government or Autonomous
Body. (Provide affidavit on original stamp paper that firm is not blacklisted).

5. Interested firms are requested to obtain bidding documents on submission of
written request and payment of Rs. 2000/- in the shape of demand draft/CDR
in favor of Director O&M PEDO, from the office of the undersigned during working

hours from the next day of advertisement.

6. The bidding documents will not be issued on the last date of bid submission.

7. The Last date for bid submission is 20.01.2023 till 13:00 Hrs. and the proposal
shall be opened in the presence of bidders or their authorized epresentatives
who chose to attend, on the same day at 15:00 Hrs. in the office of the undersigned.

RESIDENT ENGINEER (4.2 MW RESHUN HPP)

OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT ENGINEER, 4.2 MW RESHUN HPP
DISTRICT UPPER CHITRAL

www.khyberpakhtunkhwa.gov.pk Our Faith Corruption Free Pakistan INF(P)44/2023

Phone/Fax: 091-9217360

"l |t g goadl Lig)S yq il S uisiesssiag”

PAKISTAN RAILWAYS

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE LAHORE

Bids/ Offers are invited against following advertised tender as per PPRA's Single Stage-
Single Envelopes Procedure.

Sr. Tender No. Description | Quantity | Selling Opening Terms of Bid
No Date Date delivery Security
Upto Price of required
Cit bidding
documents
(Non-
refundable)
4 | 211-S/PSDPKOT- | Wooden 6525 | 19012023 | 20012023 | FOR Basis ﬁsge'
" | AKH3TSO Sleeper el L Re.3000- | 4oomor

NOTE: There will be'NO' Rate Negotiations

> Bidding documents will be available from the office of Chief Controller of Purchase, Pakistan Railways,
Headquarters Office Lahore on written request and cash payment as show above. (Contact # of relevant
official is 0347-4414540). Bidding documents can also be purchased from District Controller of
Purchase/Inspection, Pakistan Railways, Reti Line Karachi Cantt (Phone No.021-99332399) and office of
Assistant Controller of Stores (Diesel), Pakistan Railways, Rawalpindi (contract # 0332-5280692).

> The bid prepared in accordance with the instructions contained in the bidding documents must reach at the
office of Chief Controller of Purchase, Pakistan Railways, Headquarter Office, Abdul Hameed Bin
Bades Road (Empress Road), Lahore (Tender Box DCP-| office) on or before closing date as mentioned
above before 09.30 A.M and will be opened publicly on the same date at 10.30 A.M. This advertisement is
alsoavailable on PPRA's Wehsite www.ppra.org.pk and Railway's Website at www.pakrail.gov.pk.

> For further details, if required please contact Track Supply Officer, Pakistan Railways, Headquarters Office

Lahore (Contact#042-99201799).

(Muhammad Ahmad Qureshi)
Track Supply Officer for Chief Controller of Purchase
Pakistan Railways, Headquarters
Office Lahore Ph. 042 99201799
S o ol o i g Sy 5 U by

UNFPA country
representative calls
on CM Punjab

LAHORE (APP): United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) country repre-
sentative Dr Luay Shabaneh on Wednesday
called on Chief Minister Punjab Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi at his office and agreed to
make cooperation more effective for popu-
lation welfare, especially family planning.

The CM announced the recruitment of
approved vacant posts in the Population
Welfare Department and added that the govern-
ment would go all out to achieve the family
planning targets. He added that people in rural
and urban backward areas would be sensitized
about the importance of family planning.
Family health clinics and welfare centers would
be made more functional and initiatives would
be regularly monitored at tehsil and district lev-
els, he stated. The CM said that the provincial
government had decided to give a special pack-
age, under the Punjab Ehsaas Program, to fam-
ilies adopting family planning measures.

He said that rapidly increasing population
was a threat to human survival on the planet
as rampant population growth increased

health, educational, environmental and
employment problems. Public cooperation
with government efforts was indispensable to
overcoming population-related problems. By
controlling the population, the quality of life
could also be improved, he said and conclud-
ed that all should work to raise societal
awareness about population planning.

Dr Luay Shabaneh noted that the Parvez
Elahi-led Punjab government was taking
exemplary steps for population welfare.
"We are happy that Chief Minister Parvez
Elahi's programs for population welfare are
showing encouraging results. We will con-
tinue to work closely with the Punjab gov-
ernment regarding population welfare," he
added. Chief Secretary Abdullah Khan
Sumbal, Secretary Population Welfare
Salman Ejaz, Secretary Primary and
Secondary Health Dr Irshad, DG Population
Welfare Saman Rai, Program & Technical
Specialist Shoaib Ahmad Shahzad,
Technical Specialist (Gender) Sania Durrani
and others were also present.

Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Pakhtunkhwa Energy Development Organization
(P ED O)

NOTICE FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

OF CONTRACTORS

Pakhtunkhwa Energy Development Organization (PEDO), Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa intends to invite
Pre-Qualification of Contractors in accordance with the KPPRA Rules 2014 amended, for 1440 units under the
Project "SOLARIZATION OF MASAJID AND WORSHIP PLACES IN KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA" ADP No.
4271210435 (2022-23). Interested applicants must meet the following terms and conditions.

TERMS & CONDITIONS:

01. Pre-qualification is open to Contractors/Joint Ventures of Constructors who are registered and have valid
Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) in at least C-3 Category with the specialization code of (EE-11 Solar
Technology). Appropriate category PEC registered Contractors may obtain Pre-Qualification Documents and
further information from the office of the Project Director (Solar) PIU PEDO on any working day before the
closing date. The Proposals will be evaluated on the criteria given in the PQDs.

Firm/JV (Including lead and partner/pariners) must be registered with the FBR and shall be on the Active Tax
Payer List (ATPL). Proof of ATPL status on closing date shall be attached.

Firm / JV (Including lead and partner/partners) must be registered with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Revenue
Authority (KPRA) and shall be on the Active Tax Payer List (ATPL). Proof of ATPL status on closing date shall
beattached.

Interested firms are requested to obtain Pre-Qualification Documents (PQDs) on submission of written
request and payment of Rs. 2000/- in the shape of demand draft/CDR in favor of CEO, PEDO, from the office
of the undersigned during working hours from the next day of advertisement.

The Firm/JV shall submit a comprehensive Technical Proposal in English (01 Original + 02 Copies). Open or
Lose Binding Documents, Incomplete, ambiguous application shall not be considered.

The interested firms/JVs must apply to this tender by getting registered on etender.pedo.pk. The pre-
proposal conference will be held on January 10th, 2023 at 1100 Hrs at Committee Room of PEDO, located at
Plot No. 38/B-2, PEDO House Phase-5, Hayatabad Peshawar. The Technical proposal should reach on or
before 27th Jan, 2023 at 1500 HRS. The original shall be opened in the presence of applicants or their
authorized representatives who choose to attend, on the same day at 1130 HRS in the main Committee
Room of PEDO, located at Plot No. 38/B-2, PEDO House Phase-5, Hayatabad Peshawar.

Further details/information can be obtained from Pakhtunkhwa Energy Development Organization (PEDO)
Regional office during working hours.

Advertisementis also available on www.pedo.pk & www.kppra.gov.pk

PROJECT DIRECTOR (SOLAR), PIU PEDO
Project Office, House # 21 B-ll, Abdara Road University Town, Peshawar
Phone / Fax: 091-7254668, Email: pdsolar.pedo@gmail.com

02.

03.

04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

PID(L) 1965

GOVERNMENT OF KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT

(SINGLE STAGE SINGLE ENVELOP PROCEDURE)

Marwat Canal Division Bannu, nirrigation department Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa invites
Electronic Bids from eligible firms / bidders (Contractor) in accordance with KPPRA Procurement
Rules 2014 on Single Stage/ Single Envelop Procedure for the following works.

Bid Security

E/Cost

[@2%& | Relevant
i n?‘ﬁ'ln Stamp duty | PEC Code
i E/Cost
Name of Work: -ADP No# 2203/210455-Construction of flood protection works, irrigation
channels and ponds and installation of solar irrigation T/well in khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Sub Work: Conversion of 07 Nos exiting irrigation 47065 CE-09/
1. | T/Well into solar system at Narmi khel (01) District .M 98130 | CE-10 EE-
Bannu / CE-(Pumping Machinery + solar system). 11 ME-05
Sub Work: Conversion of 07 Nos exiting Irrigation 47065
2. | T/Well into solar system at Shah khali (01) District .M 98130 --do-
Bannu(Pumping Machinery + solar system ).
Sub Work: Conversion of 07 Nos exiting Irrigation 47065
3. | T/Well into solar system at Takhti khel (01) District .M 98130 --do-
Bannu (Pumping Machinery + solar system ).
Sub Work: Conversion of 07 Nos exiting Irrigation 47065
4. | T/Well into solar system at Ageebi khel District Bannu| M 98130 --do-
(Pumping Machinery + solar system).
Sub Work: Conversion of 07 Nos exiting Irrigation 47065
5. | T/Well into solar system at Narmi khel (2) District Bannu .M 98130 --do-
(Pumping Machinery + solar system).
Sub Work: Conversion of 07 Nos exiting Irrigation 47065
6. [ T/Well into solar system at Shah khali (02) District .M 98130 --do-
Bannu (Pumping Machinery + solar system ).
Sub Work: Conversion of 07 Nos exiting Irrigation 47065
7. | T/Well into solar system at Takhti khel (02) District .M 98130 --do-
Bannu (Pumping Machiner + solar System)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. Bid Solicitation documents containing all the terms & conditions & other relevant Instructions
for the works to Bidders can be downloaded from Irrigation website (www.irrigation.gkp.pk/
as well as KPPRAwebsite (www.kppra.gov.pk).

2. Electronic Bidding shall be done on "above / below system" on BOQ/Engineer estimate.

3. Asperclause 37(A) KPPRARules, All bidders are required to have registration with Khyber
pakhturikhwa Revenue Authority.

4. The bidder shall submit 2% bid security, of the estimated cost as mentioned above, in the
shape of call deposit (Original) along,with their bid before closing date & time which must
reach to this office through courier service & the authenticity of the envelop will be confirmed
fromthe courier service by the Executive Engineerincharge.

5. Notification issued by "KPPRA" pertaining to procurement process issued from time to time
shall be applicable

6. If the evaluated electronic bid costs of two or more than two bidders are equal, then the
successful bidder will be declared through best evaluated value of bidder or through toss
among them as deem fit by the Procuring Entity.

7. The last date & time for submission of the Bid along with relevant documents is 31/01/2023
up to 2:00 PM Noon which will be opened on the same day at 2.30 PM in the office of the
undersigned in present of Contractors and their representatives who wishes to attend.

8. Bid security ofthe 1st, 2nd & 3rd lowest electronic bidders will be retained by the employer
tillthe approval of bids by the competent Authority.

9. Terms & conditions as per KPPRA act 2014 prevailing notification or subsequent changes if
made therein & whereas matters pertaining to Add: Bid security as per KPPRA SRO No.
(14)/COL-1-21/2021-22 dated 10-05-2022 will be applicable.

10. All Govt Notification /Rules/Taxes update from time to time shall be applicable.

11. The undersigned reserve the right to reject the bids as per provision containing in rule 47 of
KPPRAprocurement rules 2014,
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Marwat GANAL DIVISION BANNU
Phone & Fax # 0928-9270063

INF(P)41/23
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Peshawar City

Governor discusses
problems of KP
varsities with VCs

PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Ghulam Ali on Wednesday
convened a meeting with
Vice Chancellors (VCs) of
provincial public sector
universities here at the
Governor House and dis-
cussed financial and admin-
istrative problems being
faced by the universities.

All the Vice-Chancellors
involved in the conference
discussed the problems
faced by the universities,
restriction on appointments
and improvement of educa-
tional quality and presented
suggestions.

The Governor said that
the purpose of the meeting
was not only to know their
problems and the overall
situation of the education
system in the universities

but also to know the overall
situation of the education
system. A consultation was
held for the improvement
and especially for the pro-
vision of educational facili-
ties to the students.

The Governor directed
VCs to get prior permission
from his office for any need
based jobs in administra-
tion with the need and
explanation in writing.

The Governor said that
in the second phase he
would hold a conference
with the vice chancellors of
other public universities
after which a committee
would be formed regarding
the opinions and sugges-
tions of all the universities
and an action plan would be
prepared.

“We all have to set up

such a higher education
system through mutual con-
sultation in which we can
provide quality education
to the youth of the province
so that they cannot only
make a name for them-
selves in their field but also
become a source of pride
for the country and the
nation,” he remarked.

Representatives of the
Higher Education Depart-
ment, Finance Department,
Establishment Department,
Higher Education Comm-
ission were also present in
the Vice Chancellors’ Conf-
erence while former Provi-
ncial Secretary Interior Dr.
Syed Akhtar Ali Shah,
Adnan Jalil and Hafiz
Abdul Ghafoor also attend-
ed the conference on spe-
cial invitation.

‘PTI pushing KP towards
economic degradation’

PESHAWAR (APP): Pro-
vincial General Secretary
JUI-F, Khyber Pakhtun-
khwa, Maulana Atta-ul-
Haq Darwaish has said that
by following the footstep of
the PTI chief Imran Khan,
the Chief Minister KP
Mahmood Khan is pushing
the province towards eco-
nomic degradation.

In a reaction to the state-
ment of the KP Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtu-

nkhwa here on Wednesday,
the JUI-F leader stated that
the out-rightly of reconcil-
iatory policy by the PTI
chief has played havoc with
the national economy.

He said that beside
polarization, the dissolution
of the provincial assembly
and confrontation with the
federal government is not
understandable.

He said that those who
have committed corruption,

nepotism, loot and plunder
during the period of last 9
years rule in the province,
should be ashamed over
their deeds.

He said that by commit-
ting corruption to the tone
of billions of rupees in
BRT and Malam Jaba
scams, the PTI government
in the province has trig-
gered a curse of price-hike
against the people of the
province.

Amir Mugam
meets

Governor
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji
Ghulam Ali called on the
advisor to the Prime Minis-
ter Engineer Amir Mugam
at the latter’s residence.

The political and law
and order situation of the
province was discussed in
detail. The Khyber Pakht-
unkhwa Chief Minister’s
statements are unnecessary
propaganda against the fed-
eral government and the
worsening law and order
situation in the province
was discussed.

The advisor and gover-
nor agreed to decide on a
common course of action.

Amir Mugam later held
a Khuli Kacheri at his resi-
dence and listened to the
problems of the people and
held meetings with Muslim
League and coalition lead-
ers from different districts
of the province.

He met the provincial
president of Pakistan Pe-
ople’s Party Najamuddin
Khan, parliamentary leader
of Muslim League-N in KP
Assembly Sardar Moha-
mmad Yousuf, member of
provincial assembly Jams-
hed Khan Momand, Nasir
Kamal Khan from Lucky
Marwat and his brothers
met many leaders.

While talking to the del-
egations, he said that the
false face of Imran Khan is
now being exposed in front
of the people. He said that
Imran Khan has caused
irreparable damage to the
entire country especially
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He
directed the party workers
and officials to speed up
public contact movement.

QWP attributes flour
crisis to poor PTI policies

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Provincial Chairman, Qau-
mi Watan Party (QWP),
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Sikandar Hayat Khan
Sherpao has expressed con-
cern over flour crisis and
attributed the unbridled

increase in the prices of the
commodity in the province
to poor policies of the PTI
government.

Talking to various dele-
gations here on Wednesday,

he said that as compared to
other provinces, flour
prices in KP are higher and
20-kg bags are being sold at

the rate of Rs.2600/-.
He said that due to
incompetence  of  the

provincial government of
PTI, the province is once
again facing a flour crisis.
He asked the PTI govern-
ment to abandon its tradi-
tion of holding others
responsible for their own

misdeeds, saying that if
Punjab is not supplying
flour where the PTI has its
own government.

Sikandar Hayat Khan
Sherpao reminded that the
provision of flour to the
people at subsidized rate is
the responsibility of the
provincial government and
instead of escaping from
performing; it should ful-
fill its constitutional obli-
gations.
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Jhagra presiding over a meeting.

for Health and Finance Taimur Saleem

95th birth
anniversary
of Bhutto

observed

PESHAWAR (APP): PPP
Peshawar  chapter on
Wednesday observed 95th
birth anniversary of party’s
founder chairman and for-
mer Prime Minister Zul-
fikar Ali Bhutto with great
zeal and enthusiasm and
recalled his services, strug-
gle, ideology and sacrifices
for the people and country.

On the occasion collec-
tive prayers were offered
for the departed souls of
Zulfikar Al Bhutto,
Benazir Bhutto and other
party leaders and workers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion former president of
PPP Peshawar Muhammad
Humayun Khan said that
Zulfikar ’s struggle, theory
and sacrifices are unparal-
leled and eternal.

He was the leader of the
people, who laid the foun-
dation for making Paki-
stan’s politics, economy
and state friendly for the
first time, PPP KP.

He said that Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto was a
great benefactor of Pakis-
tan, a hero of the Islamic
world and a world leader.

He said the judicial
killing of Bhutto was to cut
the aorta of national harmo-
ny, economic development
and social growth of
Pakistan. Asif Ali Zardari
and Bilawal Bhutto would
complete the unfinished
mission of the Bhutto.

HMC reveals
annual report

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: As many as
13, 500, 00 patients in
MTI-HMC including 390,
000 in Institute of Kidney
Disease (IKD) and 60, 000
patients in Burn and Plastic
Surgery center received
medical treatment in 2022,
said an annual report being
released.

The media department of
HMC while sharing details
said that more than 800,000
patients were brought to
HMC’s accident and emer-
gency department, while
30,000 Afghans benefited
from the health facilities at
the hospital.

As per the administra-
tion, 550,000 people
received OPD while 40,000
people received treatment
through Sehat Sahulat
Program, on which more
than one billion 280 million
were spent, it added.

The report further stated
that 102, 507 patients were
admitted in HMC Peshawar
for provision of the various
medical facilities while
more than 500,00 surgeries
were performed, including
more than 200, 00 major
surgeries.

According to the report
30 percent of patients were
referred to HMC from other
hospitals of the province,
including the private hospi-
tals of Peshawar for better
treatment, the report stated.

Apart from the Sehat
Sahulat program, the hospi-
tal provided free medicines
worth 400 million rupees
during the year 2022.

It may be noted that
HMC is the only public
sector hospital in the
province to provide diag-
nostic facilities through 1.5
Tesla MRI machines and in
2022 advanced CT scan
and 3D mammogram were
installed to further improve
diagnosis.

The report added that
providing cardiology serv-
ices during 2022 some 400
open heart surgeries, 4428
angiography and 2086
angioplasty performed
while the facility of heart
link was introduced in CRC
through which the treat-
ment facility is being pro-
vided to patients through
video link in Chitral.
Furthermore, 5 cath labs
and modular operation the-
aters provided facilities to
cardiac patients throughout
the year.

Institute of Kidney
Diseases (IKD) being a
specialized hospital for kid-
ney diseases, facilitated
390,000 patients including
27,552 dialysis procedures.
Similarly, 60, 000 patients
were treated in the Burn
and Plastic Surgery Unit, of
which 20, 000 received
burns treatment and 60, 000
underwent plastic surgery
services.

PHC stops
transfer of
UET funds

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
High Court (PHC) has
stopped transfer of funds as
well as changes in project
and sites of University of
Engineering and Tech-
nology (UET) Dir campus,
on Wednesday.

The counsel for petition-
er Malik Muhammad
Ajmal Khan Advocate info-
rmed that establishment of
UET Dir campus was
approved in 2016 while 96
Kanal and 10 Marla land
was acquired for the
desired project but no
progress is seen till today.

The counsel further info-
rmed that in 2016 classes of
UET Dir campus was
announced to be held at
Govt. College of Manag-
ement Sciences Wari while
2023 is started but no stone
is turned on Dir campus
construction despite current

government inaugurated
the project in 2018.
The counsel Malik

Muhammad Ajmal Khan
Advocate argued that now
provincial government is
diverting UET Dir campus
funds to another project
while requested for stop-
page of transferring funds.

PHC’s single bench
comprised of Justice Dr.
Khurshid Igbal has stopped
transfer of UET Dir Cam-
pus funds to other projects
and adjourned further hear-
ing till date to be fixed.

Lawyers’ role

appreciated
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Mayor Haji
Zubair Ali said that lawyer
community has played
decisive role in uplift of
society and requested to
join hand with him for
development of Peshawar,
on Wednesday.

This he said while
addressing concluding cere-
mony of Shaheed Justice
Waqgar Ahmad Seth Sport
Gala as chief guest and
added that legal fraternity
has also played their role for
Rule of Law. He claimed
that lawyer must prioritize
public interest litigation to
ensure good governance.

Peshawar High Court
Bar Association Rahman
Ullah and Farooq Afridi
welcomed the participants
and chief guests. In the
concluding ceremony
Shaheed Justice Waqar
Ahmad Seth Sport Gala
large number of lawyers
were present.

The chief guest Mayor
Peshawar Haji Zubair Ali
along  with  Member
Provincial Assembly and
former Deputy Speaker
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly Khusdil Khan
Advocate distributed prizes
and shields among players.

|
PESHAWAR: Advisor to Prime
Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali.

Minister Engr. Amir Mugam meeting with Governor Khyber

Govt decides to establish
CFCs at VC and NC level

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Loc-
al Government and Rural
Development Department
on Wednesday decided to
establish  Citizen Faci-
litation Centers (CFCs) at
the village councils (VCs)
and neighborhood councils
(NHCs) level throughout
the province including the
merged districts.

Under this scheme, apart
from birth, marriage and
death  certificates, all
municipal facilities will be
available and provided
from one place of VC or
NHC office as per the one-
window operation policy of
the provincial government.

In this regard, a joint
meeting of Local Govern-
ment Department and

NADRA officials was held
under the chairmanship of
Secretary Local Govern-
ment and Rural Develo-
pment Syed Zaheerul Islam
Shah, at the Local Gove-
rnment Secretariat Pesh-
awar, wherein the above
mentioned centers would
be connected with the data-
base of NADRA relating to
the provision of municipal
and all other facilities.

The meeting took stock
of all matters and issues for
early implementation of
this scheme in detail and
some necessary decisions
were also taken.

The Local Government
Secretary revealed that the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment has started the
process of digitization of all

government affairs and
services, which is being
implemented rapidly and its
aim is to ensure the provi-
sion of all kinds of facilities
and services to the people
at their doorsteps.

He said that due to these
government initiatives, very
soon any citizen will be able
to get the services and facil-
ities of the provincial gov-
ernment with in the blink of
an eye by just clicking a fin-
ger on personal mobile
phone and will not bother in
future to go to different
government offices for his
necessary works like in the
past and waiting for weeks
or months therein.

He said that now the
services of local govern-
ment department and rural

development will be avail-
able online and all citizens
will be able to utilize certi-
fications and other LG
services of local govern-
ment department.

The Local Government
Secretary however hoped
that the NADRA authorities
would cooperate with the
Local Government Depart-
ment in implementing the
scheme and plan of setting
up Facilitation Centers at
Village and Neighborhood
Council level as soon as
possible so that all govern-
ment facilities related to the
government departments are
available to the people at
their doorstep level and thus
the dream of a welfare state
becomes a realization in the
real sense, he concluded.

Development, protection of forests areas:

Body directs department
to take serious steps

PESHAWAR (APP): Kh-
yber Pakhtunkhwa Asse-
mbly Standing Committee
for Environment depart-
ment on Wednesday direct-
ed the department to take
serious steps for develop-
ment and protection of
forests areas to mitigate the
effects of climate change.
The committee meeting
held here under the chair-
manship of MPA Shafiq
Sher Afridi and attended by
members of the committee
MPAs Muhammad Khan,
Muhammad Shafiq Afridi,
Mirkalam Khan, Sajida
Hanif, Madiha Nisar and
Sumi Falknaz along with
the concerned officers of
the Department of Envir-
onment, Forests and Wild-

life, Finance, Law and Ass-
embly noted that climate
change has taken a danger-
ous form and a lot of effort
is needed to deal with it.

In the meeting, useful
suggestions were made to
promote the growth of
wildlife and solve the prob-
lems of the employees.

The committee members
expressed resentment for
not taking them into confi-
dence about the recruitment
of class-IV officials, work-
shops, seminars and planta-
tion campaigns and other
necessary events.

In the meeting, sugges-
tions were given to remove
the complaints and con-
cerns of the needy people
by providing permits for

the proper use of wood at
the local level and to pre-
vent illegal hunting and
illegal forest cutting.

In the meeting, it was
also decided to visit Bannu,
DI Khan Sheikh Badin and
North Waziristan to review
the forests, environment and
wildlife development and
protection, while the mem-
bers of the assembly were
informed about the forest
department employees risk
alliance, billion tree project,
professional allowance.

On this occasion, the
chairman of the committee
appreciated the govern-
ment’s projects like Pollu-
tion Prevention, Billion
Tree Project and Climate
Change Policy 2022-23.

42 rehabilitated drug addicts
handed over to families

PESHAWAR (APP): Under
the second phase of the
drug-free Peshawar cam-
paign led by Commissioner
Peshawar Division Riaz
Khan Mehsud, another 42
rehabilitated and fully
recovered addicts after 3
months of treatment were
handed over to their fami-
lies here on Wednesday.

On the special instruc-
tions of Commissioner
Peshawar Division Riaz
Khan Mehsud, a ceremony
was held at the Rehab-
ilitation Center Anjuman
Social Welfare Center Pes-
hawar, wherein Assistant
Commissioner  Political
Gul Rehman Marwat was
the chief guest.

The administrator of the
rehabilitation centre and
well-known psychiatric Dr.
Khawaja Yunus, the fami-
lies of the 42 recovered per-
sons participated in the cer-
emony.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief guest urged
the families to take special
care of the recovered per-
sons and ensure that he
does not fall back into
addiction.

She advised the families
to immediately contact the
Drug Control Room in
case of any problem so that
they do not relapse into
addiction.

Dr Khawaja Yunus,
Assistant Commissioner
Uzza Arshad and others
also addressed the event.

One arrested for filling
Fongas in vehicles

District administration
Peshawar sealed a gas cen-
tre for filling Fongas in
vehicles on Wednesday.

According to details,
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Peshawar, Shafiullah
Khan has received a tip that
fongas are being filled in
vehicles in Board Bazaar,

which prompted him to
direct the Area Magistrate
to take immediate action.

In this connection, Addi-
tional Assistant Commiss-
ioner Syeda Zainab Naqvi
inspected Board Bazaar
wherein Kainat Gas Centre
was found filling Fongas in
vehicles. The proprietor of
the business was arrested
from the spot and the shop
was also sealed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, AAC Syeda Zainab
Naqvi said that filling
Fongas in vehicles is highly
risky and can become a
cause of explosion any
time. She said the arrested
owner of the business will
face legal proceedings.

DC Peshawar has direct-
ed all administrative offi-
cers to inspect gas centres
and shops in their areas of
jurisdiction and take legal
action against those filling
Fongas in the vehicles.

PE?’VAR: Provincial Spok;zsperson of ANP Samar Bilour pesenting a
bouquet to newly elected president of Peshawar Press Club. — F.P. photo

DC chairs
meeting
IDPS

PESHAWAR (APP): Dep-
uty Commissioner Peshaw-
ar Shafi Ullah Khan on
Wednesday chaired a high
level meeting on Intra Dis-
trict Performance Score-
card (IDPS) and assessed
intra district performance
on key education for the
month of September, Oct-
ober and November, 2022.

Additional Deputy Co-
mmissioner Saniya Safi, Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioner (F&P) Naveed Akbar,
District Education Officers
(Male/Female), Assistant
Director (IT) Asif Wahab,
SDEOQOs, circle ASDEO:s,
SRSP staft and others partic-
ipated in the meeting.

Inclusive Education
Officer EHS Project Almas
Khan gave a presentation to
the  participants  and
informed them about the
progress of various indica-
tors. The objectives of the
scorecard was to assess
intra district performance
on key education indicators
in line with targets set for
the year under district edu-
cation plans, introduce
reward and penalty mecha-
nisms to encourage better
performance and to pro-
mote intra district learning
to accelerate performance.

At the end of the meeting
certificates were awarded to
the top performers and low
performers were directed to
work-hard and improve
their shortcomings.

Minister LG
congratulates
PPC cabinet

PESHAWAR (APP): Pro-
vincial Minister for Local
Government, Elections and
Rural Development, Sardar
Faisal Amin Gandapur on
Wednesday heartily con-
gratulated the newly elect-
ed office bearers of Pes-
hawar Press Club (PPC).
He expressed hope that
the PPC new cabinet would
not only work for the wel-
fare of the journalist com-

|| munity but the reformation

of social problems and the
identification of public
grievances while maintain-
ing the traditions of the pre-
ss club and the media in KP.

“Out media will contin-
ue helping out government

| and will fully cooperate in

solving issues of the poor
masses”’, he maintained.

In the same way, he fur-
ther expressed the hope that
the journalist community
will not be stingy in high-
lighting the candid meas-
ures and poor-friendly poli-
cies of our government for
the overall development
and prosperity of the peo-
ple, and even will play the
role of our vanguard in this
mission, he added.
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Police seize 36
kg Hashish
Amjad Ali Afridi

JAMRUD: District
Khyber Police have
seized 36 kilograms of
hashish and five kilo-
grams of heroin and
arrested two alleged
smugglers in two sepa-
rate operations against
narcotics  smugglers,
said a press release
issued here on
Wednesday. According
to details on the direc-
tives of the District
Police Officer (DPO)
Khyber, Imran Khan, a
vigorous crackdown on
narcotics sellers and
smugglers is continued
in the district. In this
connection, on a tip the
Station House Officer
(SHO), Jamrud Police
Station, Khalid Khan
recovered 36 kilograms
of hashish from a
motorcar bearing
Registration No.KTA
5333 and arrested an
alleged accused Zewar
Shah. In another similar
check in the jurisdiction
of the same police sta-
tion, Police have recov-
ered 5 kilogram of hero-
in from a Suzuki Pick-
up No.N-5113 and
arrested the accused
identified as Bilal.
Further investigations
in both cases were in
progress.

Three Kkilled as
cars collide

SAHIWAL (INP): Poor
visibility led to the col-
lision of 4 cars near
Qadiurabad Toll Plaza
in Sahiwal, killing
three people and injur-
ing five others. “Due to
dense fog, many vehi-
cles collided with each
other near Qadirabad
toll plaza,” the police
said. The deceased also
included women and
children, police say. On
being informed of the
accident, a team of
Rescue 1122 reached
the spot, provided first
aid to the injured and
shifted them to a near-
by hospital. Punjab
Chief Minister
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi
expressed grief over
the unfortunate inci-
dent and sought a
report from the authori-
ties concerned. He
ordered legal action
against the bus driver at
fault for the accident
and the provision of the
best medical aid for the
injured. It is pertinent
to mention here that
foggy weather condi-
tions and poor visibili-
ty continued to disrupt
road operations across
the country.

Couple suffocated
to death

WAZIRABAD/
OKARA (INP): A cou-
ple was asphyxiated
while sleeping without
turning off the geyser
in Muhammad Nagar
area of Wazirabad on
Wednesday. The police
and Rescue officials
reached the spot and
investigated the mat-
ter. It was learnt that
the couple,
Muhammad Azam and
Fehmida, fell asleep
without tuning off the
geyser and they died
due to suffocation
caused by gas leakage.
Two people died while
three were injured as a
trailer, mini-Mazda
and a bus collided with
each other on the
National Highway in
Okara due to poor vis-
ibility caused by thick
layer of fog on
Wednesday morning.
Three ambulances and
rescue vehicles of
Rescue 1122 immedi-
ately reached the acci-
dent site after receiv-
ing information.
According to rescue
officials, the collision
left two people dead
on the spot while three
people suffered
injuries. The rescue
teams provided first
aid to the injured and
shifted them to DHQ
City Hospital for fur-
ther treatment. One of
the deceased was iden-
tified as  Khanke
Pattoki resident
Muhammad Kashif s/o
Ashraf while the other,
who was about 30-
years-old, could not be
identified. The rescue
teams also removed
the dead bodies of the
deceased to DHQ City
Hospital after complet-
ing legal formalities.

MINGORA: KP Secretary for Tourism and Culture Muhammad Tah

s SN

ir Orakzai resenting a shield to Chief

Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan during Tourism Police Passing Out Parade.

Ulema urged to play
role against social evils

Sahibzada Afridi

KOHAT: District Police
Officer Kohat Abdul Rauf
Babar Qaisrani on Wedn-
esday emphasized upon
Ulema to play a joint role
against social evils and
maintaining peace in the
district.

A delegation of religious
scholars from throughout
the district led by District
Khateeb Shafiullah met the
DPO at his office. In the
meeting, issues of mutual
interest and increasing
bilateral relations and coop-
eration were discussed in
detail.

District Police Chief
Abdul Rauf Babar
Qaisrani urged the partici-
pants of the delegation of
prominent Ulema to play
their role in the reforma-
tion of the society. He said
that the goal of the police
and the Ulema is the same,
so the responsibility of
reforming society is also
imposed on them. The
DPO said that the purpose
of the meeting with the
religious scholars is to
eliminate social evils and
to protect the future of the
new generation from
immoral gatherings.

Bid to smuggle nar-

cotics foiled; two peddler
arrested: District police on
Wednesday apprehended
two drug peddlers and
recovered 116 gram ICE
drug and 4415 gram
hashish from their custody.

SHO City Sohail Shah
along with his police teams
conducted raid in Sawalakh
graveyard area and confis-
cated 1115 gram hashish
from a drug peddler Sajjad
while in another crackdown
drug seller Munib Khan
was nabbed along with 116
gram ICE and 3300 gram
hashish. Police registered
cases and started investiga-
tion.

One-day training
workshop arranged

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Board of Inte-
rmediate and Secondary
Education Mardan here on
Wednesday held one-day
training workshop for prin-
cipals and headmistresses
of different educational
institutes located in
Mardan, Swabi and
Nowshera districts.
Prominent among the
participants were included,
special secretary to elemen-
tary and secondary educa-
tion Mr. Barkatullah, chair-
man of Abbotabad Board
Shafiq Ahmad Awan, Abdul
Wali Khan’s professors
Tariq Mehmood, Dr. Idress
and other relevant educa-

tional officials.

The training workshop
was titled “Student
Learning Outcome™.
.Addressing on the occa-
sion, the Abbotabad Board
chairman Shafiq Ahmad
Awan said that they had to
uproot lacunas and bad
things from educational
system. He told that the
holding of training work-
shop was aimed to high-
light best ways for learning
of students.

He also briefed the par-
ticipants that how to hold
annual examinations on
bases of Student Learning
Outcome (SLO). Other
prominent figures also
spoke on the occasion.

They were of the opinions
that new and modern ways
of leaning should be adopt-
ed so that students could
take more interest in their
studies.

In his welcome address,
the chairman of Mardan
educational board Dr.
Farid Ahmad Khattak
claimed that his board was
the first one which had
held such like training
workshop for principals,
headmistresses and rele-
vant educational officials.
He also claimed that the
Mardan board would hold
programs and workshops
in future to play fruitful
role in imparting and
learning of students.

Islamia Varsity announces
admission in 11 disciplines

Saqib Mushtaq

BAHAWALPUR: Pro Vice-
Chancellor Islamia
University of Bahawalpur
Prof. Dr. Naveed Akhtar,
Dean Faculty of Pharmacy
and Faculty of Medicine and
Allied Health Sciences said
that admissions are going on
in 11 academic programs in
both faculties during spring
admission.

He said that the Faculty
of Medicine and Allied
Health Sciences was estab-
lished in recent years
according to the vision of
Vice Chancellor Engr. Prof.
Dr. Athar Mahboob. After
establishing this faculty, the
Islamia  University  of
Bahawalpur has gained a

unique position in the field
of allied health sciences
among universities across
the province.

The Islamia University of
Bahawalpur is  world-
renowned in the field of
pharmacy. The University
Nursing College was estab-
lished on direction of the
Vice Chancellor and since
its inception has been one of
the best nursing colleges in
the country.

All departments of both
faculties have experienced
teachers with Ph. D and lab-
oratories are also equipped
with modern equipment. He
said that all these education-
al programs are very popular
in the job market and gradu-
ates of these fields are in

high demand both domesti-
cally and abroad.

These programs include
BS Human Nutrition and
Dietetics, Doctor
Physical ~ Therapy, BS
Medical Laboratory Techn-
ology, BS Forensic Science,
BS Public Health,
Certificate in Health Profe-

ssion Education, Diploma in |
Post
in | §%

Cupping Therapy,
Graduate  Diploma

Snow festival

concluded
F.P. Report

CHITRAL: Chitral Snow
Festival 2023 has conclud-
ed with enthusiasm in
which both male and
female teams from various
educational  institutions
participated in large num-
ber, on Wednesday.
According to details,
teams of male and female
students from various edu-
cational institutions of
Chitral participated in the
festival. The final match of
the event was played
between Bonny Environm-
ental Academy and Purwak
Academy, Lower Chitral.
On this occasion, an offi-
cial from the Canadian
High Commission per-
formed the duties of umpir-
ing for the final match.
Prizes were distributed to
the players who performed
well in the closing ceremo-

ny.

DPO assumes

charge
F.P. Report

WANA: Newly posted
District Police Officer
(DPO) South Waziristan,
Shabir Hussain Marwat has
taken charge of his office
on Wednesday.

After assuming charge,
he paid an emergency visit
to Sub-Division Wana
Headquarters and issued
directives to police jawans
and also inspected security
arrangements for the anti-
polio campaign.

Talking to police officers
and jawans, he said that no
compromise would be
made on security for the
polio eradication campaign
and fool-proof security
would be ensured for the
polio teams.

Probe into audio
leaks demanded

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The Jamiat
Ulema Islam Fazl Lower

|| Dir chapter on Wednesday

demanded the federal gov-
ernment to probe into the
alleged audio leaks against
the former premier and take
actions against him without
any further delay if the alle-
gations  proved true.
Speaking at a news confer-

|| ence at the Timergara press

club the JUI-F provincial
leader Qazi Ayazud Din,
district chief Sirajud Din,
general secretary Haji
Javed Igbal and others said
the audio leaks were lead-
ing the young generation
toward vulgarity.

About  the  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
they said the province had
been facing the worst kind
of mismanagement as the
PTI government had been
unable to utilize its funds
properly. The JUI-F leaders
said the KP government
issued no funds to the tehsil
governments in the
province in order to prove
them unable in the eyes of
the people.

They said the provincial
government was interfering
in the affairs of local gov-
ernment. About the local
issues they pointed out that
the people of Dir had been
facing civic problems like
clean drinking  water,

incomplete development
projects and excessive
power outages.

They also demanded the
federal government to lift
the ban on provision of gas
connection and closure of
CNG stations. They said
that most of the ongoing
development projects in the
district like Talash bypass
road, Koto Hydro power
station and link roads had
been incomplete for years
due to lack of funds.

They said that the
provincial government had
failed to overcome the arti-
ficial price hike in the
province due to weak
administrative setup. The
JUI-F leaders also raised
fingers on the distribution
and quality of subsidized
flour and said that blue
eyed political workers were
being benefitted. They said
the JUI-F would start mass
contact if the government
did not take notice of their
demands.

Youth Killing case
traced: The Lower Dir on
Wednesday claimed to have
arrested five accused
allegedly involved in the
killing of a youth on the
Chakdara bypass road with-
in 48 hours. Briefing local
journalists at the Chakdara
police station the district
police officer Ikramullah
said the youth Muhammad

Izhar s/o Muhammad Ami,
a resident of Naway Kaly
Batkhela was killed for an
honour  related  case
occurred in the Daro village
of Maidan some days ago.
The DPO clarified that it
was not a robbery case but
the deceased had been
killed in the name of family
honour.

He said that a police
team comprised of SP
investigation Mushtaq
Ahmad, DSP Farooq Jan,
DSP Amjad Khan and SHO
Chakdara Muhibullah
Khan worked professional-
ly on technical grounds and
arrested the accused identi-
fied as Imadullah, Ziaullah,
Asmatullah, Inamullah and
Liagat Ali, all residents of
Maidan.

The DPO said that a girl
was killed in the name of
honour in the Daro Maidan
village on suspicion that
she had illicit relation with
the deceased Muhammad
Izhar. He said the 30 bore
pistol and the car used dur-
ing the crime were also
recovered from the arrested
accused. He said the dead
body of the victim girl
would be exhumed for
autopsy for further investi-
gations. He said that a case
under section 302, 324, 311
ppc had been registered
against  the arrested
accused.

Anti-car-lifting cell Mardan
recovers 24 vehicles

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Police station
Sadar and anti-car lifting
cell conducted successful
operations, recovered 24
stolen vehicles worth crores
of rupees and arrested two
suspects.

Anti-car-lifting cell
Mardan recovered 20 stolen
vehicles worth crores of
rupees from different
provinces of the country. In
which 13 vehicles from
Punjab province, 02 vehi-
cles from Islamabad, 01
vehicle from Azad Kashmir
and 04 tampered vehicles
are included. Recovered
vehicles will be referred to

their rightful owners after
completion of legal pro-
ceedings.

Similarly (City Circle)
Sadar Police Station under
the supervision of DSP
Adnan Azam and under the
leadership of SHO Abdus
Salam Khan, two suspects
of the inter-provincial car
theft gang, Muhammad
Farooq son of Abdul Haq
Residents Khawaja Town
Mardan.

And Nawes son Zulfigar
Residents Mosam Korona
Par Hoti Mardan was
arrested during the interro-
gation on his identification
and 04 stolen motor cars
were recovered from differ-

ent places of Punjab
province including other
districts.

In this regard, DPO
Mardan Haroon Rasheed
Khan, while giving details
to the media press confer-
ence, said that the arrested
accused had stolen vehicles
from Punjab province. In
various bargains of
Malakand  district  of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, they
used to sell stolen vehicles
to simple citizens by
deceiving them as non-cus-
toms paid vehicles. The
investigation of the arrested
accused is going on, from
which more important reve-
lations are expected.

Rickshaw drivers hold strike
against closure of CNG

F.P. Report

NOWSHERA: Rickshaw Drivers Union
(RDU) observed strike against closure of
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) which

has compelled more than

drivers for starvation, on Wednesday.
RDU president along with cabinet
claimed that closure of CNG not only
effected rickshaw drivers but whole indus-
try is collapsed because thousands of

mechanics and daily wagers became
unemployed. RDU further argued that the

80 thousand

drivers are guardians of their families and
now their livelihood is at risk.

RDU argued competent authorities to
reopen CNG sector or provide alternate
employment opportunities for rickshaw
drivers for their livelihood. RDU threat-
ened that if their demanded will not ful-
filled then they will be compelled to
arrange protest on larger scale.

of

Alternative Medicine and [[§* A

Health Products Manu-

facturing, Post Graduate ||

Diploma in Acupuncture
and Pain Management and
Post Graduate Diploma in
Aesthetic Health Sciences.
At the moment, the spring
admission campaign is in
full swing in these fields.
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Status of girls’ education in merged districts of erstwhile Fata

Arshad Wazir

they are compelled by prevailing

from South Waziristan, a bril-

the government so far.

tion. Contrary to their expecta-

high

schools, conservative
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DUCATION is a funda-
Emental right of every cit-

izen. If it is so, then who
is responsible for the miser-
able condition of the female lit-
eracy rate in the whole
Pashtun tribal areas especially
in Waziristan? According to
the constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, the gov-
ernment has to make sure that
every citizen gets an opportu-
nity to educate himself and
contribute to the development
of a society.

Here the question arises that,
what proper measures are taken
by government to ensure girls
education in the mentioned area.
Sadly said, that the government
has failed not only to build qual-
ity educational institutions but
also failed to provide an
enabling environment where
parents feel encouraged to send
their daughters to school.

It is not the case that they do
not want to go to school, but

circumstances to bury their
dreams. It was more than shock-
ing when the female students of
Waziristan finally broke all
shackles in the shape of a protest
for education, a fundamental
human right. On the 8th of
November, girls of GDC Wana
recorded the first-ever protest by
females in the history of
Waziristan. Having different slo-
gans in their hand they warned
not only the government but also
the locals, saying, "Education is
our basic right and we will
snatch it, if not given".

It is, I believe, no exaggera-
tion to say that Waziristan’s girls
can secure top positions in
almost all competitions across
the country if given proper edu-
cation. Advocating my claim, I
would bring few examples. Miss
Wazir, Additional  Deputy
Commissioner Nowshera,
belongs to South Waziristan, is
awarded the best officer award
of 2022. Zarmina Wazir, hailing

liant daughter of Ayaz Wazir
aced the CSS exam in 2017 with
the top position among the can-
didates from FATA. Ayesha
Mehsud, is a brilliant daughter
of the soil and is a 21-grade offi-
cer working in the Judicial
Academy of Pakistan. There are
many other success stories about
the brilliance of Waziristan’s
girls.

This fact must not be denied
that militancy had not only
affected other areas of life but
hugely affected the field of edu-
cation in the Newly Merged
Tribal Districts of erstwhile
Fata. Many of the girls' schools
were demolished, and girls were
banned from going to schools by
militants a decade ago. They had
no opportunity to realize their
dreams like choosing a profes-
sion, choosing their life partner,
and contributing to their families
and then to society at large. Now
enough time has passed and no
result-giving steps have been by

Erstwhile Fata’s merger with
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was an
important step by the government
of Pakistan to tackle the prevail-
ing security issues, promote
female education, and bring peace
and prosperity to the region at
large. The female literacy rate in
ex-FATA is in the miserable con-
dition about 7.8 percent.
According to the FATA annual
education census 2017, only 37
percent of girls were attending
school at the primary level and 5
percent of girls at the secondary
level, compared to 49 percent of
boys at the primary level and 17
percent of boys at the secondary
level. It was also reported that
14.7 percent of girls between ages
3 and 13 had never been enrolled
in any school. People of the men-
tioned region had a lot of expecta-
tions after being merged with
KPK. They believed that the gov-
ernment will take some speedy
initiatives for the welfare of the
people, especially for girls' educa-

tions, the government has turned
deaf ears to the genuine issues, so
rightly said that "expectation
kills".

Women's rights movements in
the shape of female journalists,
Razia Mehsud, Marina Wazir,
and many others have been work-
ing for girls' education and
demanding the government to
promote female education and an
end to conservative thinking/
behavior towards females.
Although, awareness campaigns
by societies, organizations, and
media workers are launched, still
the people opposing female edu-
cation have a strong grip on their
stance. Efforts are being made
but are useless until opponents
lose their influence in the area.

At the primary level, the ratio
of male and female students is
approximately the same but the
female ratio decreases as they
enter the middle level. This mas-
sive dropout of girls is quite
alarming. Lack of middle and

thinking, and militancy are the
basic reasons behind girls' illit-
eracy. Parents do not consider
girls' education more important
than that of boys. Although,
poverty is the main hindrance to
girls' lack of education but par-
ents are also not ready to invest
in girls' education. Girls are
treated like guests for a few days
because they have to leave the
home after being married by the
choice of their parents.

We have failed in providing
education to the girls. We have
darkened their future, ruined
their future, and played with
their expectations. Now both,
the government and makes the
dominants of society need to
make collaborative efforts so
that girls' education is ensured
and their dark future is saved.
Substantial initiatives, huge
investments, awareness cam-
paigns, and seminars can surely
bring fruitful results regarding
girls' education in tribal areas.
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Myanmar army leader touts
election plan on Independence Day

BANGKOK (AP): Mya-
nmar’s ruling military leader
pardoned over 7,000 prison-
ers, including some political
detainees, and detailed plans
for an election later this year
during a ceremony Wedn-
esday marking the 75th anni-
versary of independence from
Britain.

Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing urged other nations
and international organiza-
tions, as well as his country’s
own people, to support “the
genuine, discipline-flourish-
ing multiparty democratic
system,” a concept the ruling
military has defined as its goal
since it ousted the electedff
government of Aung San Suuf§
Kyi in February 2021. The
army’s takeover reversed nearly a
decade of progress toward democracy
after 50 years of military rule.

The plan for a general election is
widely seen as an attempt to normal-
ize the military’s seizure of power
through the ballot box and to deliver
a result that ensures the generals
retain control. The military will con-
trol the entire process and has spent
the past two years enfeebling any
credible opposition. There was no
sign the pardoning of 7,012 prisoners,
along with a partial commutation of
the sentences of other inmates not
convicted of serious crimes, included
Suu Kyi. She has been held virtually
incommunicado by the military since
it seized power.

The 77-year-old Suu Kyi is serving
33 years imprisonment after being
convicted of a series of politically
tinged prosecutions brought by the
military. They include illegally
importing and possessing walkie-
talkies, violating coronavirus restric-
tions, breaching the official secrets
act, sedition, election fraud and cor-
ruption. Her supporters and inde-
pendent analysts say the cases against
her are an attempt to discredit her and
legitimize the military’s seizure of
power while keeping her from taking
part in the election that the military
has said would take place by August
this year.

At Insein Prison in Yangon —
Myanmar’s most notorious — rela-
tives thronged the gates and celebrat-
ed as loved ones were driven out of
the compound on buses. Asked how
he felt about his release, a former
information officer for Suu Kyi’s
political party, Htin Lin Oo, was
restrained in his response. He was
arrested on the morning of of the
army takeover and in February last
year sentenced to three years in
prison for incitement.

“What really matters is whether
it’s areal freedom or not. I want a real
kind of freedom," he said. “I don’t
just want to be released from jail but
I also want freedom for all of my life,
all of my hopes, my family and all the
new generations.” The first real move
toward elections could occur at the
end of this month, when the latest six-
month extension of a state of emer-
gency declared by the military is
completed.

“Upon accomplishing the provi-
sions of the state of emergency, free
and fair elections will be held in line
with the 2008 constitution, and fur-
ther work will be undertaken to hand
over state duties to the winning party
in accordance with the democratic
standards,” Min Aung Hlaing said in
his speech in the capital, Naypyitaw,
where he also presided over a large-
scale parade. The military justified its

takeover by claiming massive
fraud in the 2020 election,
though independent election
observers did not find any
major irregularities.

Military units and civil ser-
vants marched in formation
close to the grandiose parlia-
ment complex while fighter
jets, bombers and helicopters
flew overhead. Although not
officially outlawed, Suu Kyi's
National League for
Democracy has effectively
been broken up, its leaders and
many members either jailed or
in hiding. All forms of dissent
are suppressed by security
forces, sometimes with lethal
force.

The party won a second
successive landslide victory in
the 2020 general election, a result that
triggered its overthrow by the mili-
tary the following year. The military
action led to peaceful nationwide
protests that security forces quashed,
triggering armed resistance that some
UN experts characterize as civil war.
Myanmar's history even before the
2021 takeover was marked by
decades of armed conflict between
the central government and ethnic
minorities seeking greater autonomy,
mostly in border regions.

That conflict still rages through
most of the country, and Min Aung
Hlaing stressed that “the cessation
of internal armed conflicts to ensure
national solidarity and peace, which
are absolute necessities for our
country and strenuous efforts, are
being made towards that end.” Min
Aung Hlaing's government’s top-
pling of democracy and fierce
repression of all opposition have
also made it a pariah state, and
many countries have slapped politi-
cal and economic sanctions against
the ruling generals. “It is seen that
some organizations and countries
had meddled in the internal affairs
of Myanmar. However, we have
decided to stand firm globally, while
adhering to our foreign policy in
order to safeguard the sovereignty,
security and interests of our nation,"
he said.

Car bomb
hits convoy
in Nigeria;

Soldiers” widows
group calls on Putin

four Kkilled

ABUIJA, Nigeria (AP): Four
security officials were killed
in a car bomb targeting a
former government official
in southeast Nigeria, author-
ities said. Three police offi-
cers and a paramilitary offi-
cial were killed in the attack
in Imo State on a convoy
carrying the former gover-
nor Ikedi Ohakim, Police
Commissioner Mohammed
Barde said.

“The man (Ohakim) was
ambushed and he was able
to maneuver and escape,”
said Barde. The four securi-
ty personnel were killed in a
different car, he said. The
attack was an unfortunate
setback to government
efforts to restore peace in
some of Nigeria’s conflict-
ridden southeastern states,
said Barde. Southeast
Nigeria has experienced a
rise in violent attacks in
recent years, often blamed
on separatists trying to
break away from the West
African nation to form an
independent country. The
separatists who identify
themselves as the
Indigenous People of Biafra
have become more violent
amid calls for a referendum.
Their attacks often target
prominent people and secu-
rity forces in the southeast,
say conflict experts.

A manhunt to arrest the
assailants has begun, said
authorities. The attack has
raised fears among local
residents who are concerned
that security will be threat-
ened in the area during the
country's presidential elec-
tions in February. The vio-
lence comes months after an
ambush on a lawmaker in
the southeastern Anambra
State which killed four
police officers in
September.

MOSCOW (Reuters): A lit-
tle known patriotic group
which supports the widows
of Russian soldiers has
called on President
Vladimir Putin to order a
large-scale mobilisation of
millions of men and to
close the borders to ensure
victory in Ukraine. Putin,
Russia's 70-year-old para-
mount leader, is under
intense pressure to deliver
victory in Ukraine more
than 10 months since he
sent troops as part of an

operation he says was
intended to defend
Russians in eastern
Ukraine.

"We ask our President,
Vladimir  Vladimirovich

Putin, to allow the Russian
Army to carry out a large-
scale mobilisation," the
Soldiers' Widows of Russia
group said in a post on
Telegram. "We ask our
President, our Supreme
Commander-in-Chief, to
prohibit the departure of
men of military age from
Russia. And we have a full
moral right to do this: our
husbands died protecting
these men, but who will
protect us if they run
away?"

After ordering what he
cast as a "partial mobilisa-
tion" on Sept. 21, Russia's
first since World War Two,
around 300,000 additional
men were drafted, though
several hundred thousand
more Russian men fled
abroad to avoid being
called up. The Kremlin did
not immediately respond to
a request for comment on
the appeal from the wid-
ows' group. Putin said last
month that there was no
need for an additional
mobilisation.

A representative of the
widows' group told Reuters
that all fit Russian men

should be mobilised to
defend the Motherland.
"The coming war will
require completely differ-
ent resources: human, psy-
chological, economic," she
told Reuters. "Protecting
the Motherland is a duty."

Putin has for months
been casting the war as part
of a much wider historical
struggle between Russia
and the West which the
Kremlin chief says wants to
carve up and destroy
Russia. Western powers
deny they aim to destroy
Russia. In a grim New
Year's Eve message, Putin
said that defending the
Motherland was the sacred
duty of all Russians and
promised  victory  in
Ukraine.

Ukraine and the West
say Putin has no justifica-
tion for what they cast as an
imperial-style war of occu-
pation. The widows group
began work about two
months ago to assist the
wives of soldiers killed in
Ukraine and has contacts
with the Kremlin adminis-
tration, its representative
said. "We are in constant
contact with the presiden-
tial administration, and if
necessary, Wwe transmit
requests to it in order to
receive this or that sup-
port," the representative
said.

Invoking Soviet leader
Josef Stalin, the group said
that now was the time for
tough measures to defend
against the evil forces coa-
lescing around Russia's
borders. "Today, all the
world's evil has united
against Russia - the entire
Western world has turned
against us," the group said.
"It's either us or them, there
is no other choice."

Stalin in 1942 issued
Order No. 227 which

became known as the "Not
a step back" order. It was an
attempt to establish disci-
pline within the Red Army
though thousands of Soviet
troops were shot by their
own side for alleged cow-
ardice. Stalin "did not think
about ratings or dissatisfac-
tion among dissidents: he
thought only of victory,"
the group said. "Now is not
the time to be cowardly."

Poland says
Germany
refused talks

WARSAW (Reuters):
Germany has rebuffed
the latest push by
Poland's nationalist gov-
ernment for vast repara-
tions over World War
Two, saying in response
to a diplomatic note that
the issue was closed, the

foreign  ministry  in
Warsaw said. A
spokesperson for the

German foreign ministry
said it had responded to a
letter sent by Poland on
the subject in October
and did not comment on
the contents of diplomat-
ic correspondence.
Poland estimates its
World War Two losses
caused by Germany at
6.2 trillion zlotys ($1.4
trillion) and has demand-
ed reparations, but
Berlin has repeatedly
said all financial claims
related to the war have
been settled. "This ans-
wer, to sum it up, shows
an absolutely disrespect-

ful attitude towards
Poland and Poles,"
Arkadiusz Mularczyk,

Poland's deputy foreign
minister, said in an inter-
view with the Polish Pre-
ss Agency.

Manila seeks
to cleanse
police force
of drug ties
MANILA  (AP): The
Philippines’ interior secre-
tary announced Wednesday
he has asked all police gen-
erals and full colonels to
submit their courtesy resig-
nation to clean the ranks of
ties to illegal drugs. Around
300 officers are covered by
the directive, which was
recommended by the
national police chief, who
will also submit his cour-
tesy resignation, Interior
Secretary Benjamin Abalos
Jr. said in a news confer-

ence.

“It appears that there is a
big problem in our police
force. It appears there are
generals and colonels
involved in drugs,” he said.
“We need to clean our
ranks. We need the trust of
the people." More than a
dozen police officers were
arrested or relieved from
their posts and put under
investigation last year for
their involvement or sus-
pected involvement in the
drug trade. Abalos cited a
recent case of law enforcers
selling drugs in their office.
The  Philippine  Drug
Enforcement Agency was
also subject to raids, arrests
and dismissals in recent
months. Former President
Rodrigo Duterte has earned
international condemnation
for his lethal war on drugs,

which — according to
police data — left over
6,200  suspects  dead.

Human rights groups have
cited higher death tolls and
accused some police offi-
cers of fabricating evidence
to make it appear that vic-
tims violently resisted
arrest.

In November, Philippine
National Police  Chief
Rodolfo Azurin Jr. said he
directed law enforcers to
minimize killings of people
engaged in drug activities.
Abalos said it's difficult to
fight a war against illegal
drugs if supposed allies
could shoot your back, and
the resignations aim to pre-
vent erring officers from
covering their tracks or fil-
ing trumped-up charges. A
committee will be formed
to review the records of
police officials to deter-
mine if they are involved in
the illegal drug trade, he
said, adding that those who
are not involved have noth-
ing to worry about.

UN SC
welcomes

new members

UNITED NATIONS (AP):
Ecuador, Japan, Malta,
Mozambique and
Switzerland got a formal
welcome into the UN
Security Council, taking
the two-year seats they
won unopposed in June.
In a tradition that
Kazakhstan started in
2018, the five countries'
ambassadors installed
their national flags along-
side those of other mem-
bers outside the council
chambers.

Mozambican
Ambassador Pedro
Comissdrio Afonso of
Mozambique called it “a
historic date” and Swiss
Ambassador Pascale
Baeriswyl said she felt “a
deep sense of humility
and responsibility” as
their countries marked
their first-ever terms on
UN's most powerful body.
Malta joined for a second
time, Ecuador a fourth
and Japan a record 12th.
China, France, Russia, the
United Kingdom and the
United States are perma-
nent, veto-wielding mem-
bers of the group. Its 10
other members are elected
by the 193-nation General
Assembly for staggered,
two-year terms. They're
allocated by  global
regions.

Concern at repair
of Taiwanese mily
device in China

HONG KONG (BBC):
There are calls for greater
safeguards in Taiwan after
at least one device used by
the military for its missiles
was sent for repair in
China. An optical instru-
ment used for launch meas-
urements for Taiwan's
Hsiung-Feng III anti-ship
missiles was shipped to its
manufacturer in Europe.

It was then sent back to
Taiwan from Shandong
province in eastern China,
Taiwanese media reported.
Last year Beijing intensi-
fied  military activity
around the island. China
sees Taiwan as part of its
territory and has vowed to
unify to it by force if neces-
sary. Self-ruled Taiwan sees
itself as distinct from the
mainland. President Tsai
Ing-wen has announced
new plans to bolster
Taiwan's defence in the
event of an attack from
Beijing, including extend-
ing mandatory military
service from four months to

one year.

In a statement,
Taiwanese missile develop-
er the National Chung-Shan
Institute of Science and
Technology said the device
had been shipped to
Switzerland by the compa-
ny that had originally sup-
plied it to the Taiwanese
military. From there it was
diverted for repair at the
manufacturer's Asia main-
tenance centre in the
Chinese city of Qingdao, it
said. The institute said it
had removed memory cards
before sending it to Europe
and had also run informa-
tion security checks on the
device after its return and
had no concerns over possi-
ble information leaks. Dr
Su Tzu-yun from Taiwan's
Institute  of  Defence
Security Research said the
optical devices were not
direct missile components
but said Taiwan had to be
more careful anyway.
"Taiwan must be more
strict and careful in its con-

tract management," he said.
"Of course we would not
want such equipment to be
sent to China for repair."

The tool, a theodolite, is
used to measure precise
geographical location for
missile launches as well as
the angle and direction of
the launchers, Dr Su said.
"It's like when you buy a
computer, it's a device you
put on the desk to go with
the machine," he said. He
suggested that the manufac-
turer had not been aware
the devices, purchased by a
supplier in Taiwan, had
subsequently been used for
military purposes.

It is not the first time con-
cerns over the security of
Taiwan's missile programme
have been raised. Last year,
three  people at two
Taiwanese suppliers were
sentenced to between four
and 10 years in prison for
using products from China to
fake missile compartments
supposedly to be made by US
manufacturers.

SK warns of ending mily
pact after North 1ntrusion

SEOUL (Reuters): South
Korean President Yoon
Suk-yeol said on
Wednesday he would con-
sider suspending a 2018
inter-Korean military pact
if the North violates its air-
space again, his office said,
amid tension over a recent
intrusion by North Korean
drones.

Yoon made the comment
after being briefed on coun-
termeasures  to  North
Korean drones that crossed
into the South last week,
calling for building an

"overwhelming response
capability that goes beyond
proportional levels,"

according to his press secre-
tary, Kim Eun-hye. "During
the meeting, he instructed
the national security office
to consider suspending the
validity of the military
agreement if North Korea
stages another provocation
invading our territory,” Kim
told a briefing.

The 2018 deal, sealed on
the sidelines of a summit
between North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un and
South Korean President
Moon Jae-in, calls for ceas-
ing "all hostile acts", creat-
ing a no-fly zone around
the border, and removing
landmines and guard posts
within the heavily fortified

Demilitarised Zone. The
government has not said
how many mines and posts
were removed, citing secu-
rity concerns. Abandoning
the pact could mean the
return of the guard posts,
live-fire drills in the former
no-fly zone and propaganda
broadcasts across the bor-
der - all of which drew
angry responses from
Pyongyang before the pact.

Inter-Korean relations
have been testy for decades
but have grown even more
tense since Yoon took office
in May pledging a tougher
line against Pyongyang.
During the election cam-
paign last year, Yoon said
Pyongyang had repeatedly
breached the agreement
with missile launches and
warned he might scrap it.
He said after taking office
that the pact's fate hinges on
the North's actions.

Yoon has criticised the
military's handling of the
drone incident, in part
blaming the previous
administration's reliance on
the 2018 pact. He has urged
the military to stand ready
to retaliate, even if that
means "risking escalation."
Yoon ordered the defence
minister to launch a com-
prehensive drone unit that
performs  multi-purpose

missions, including surveil-
lance, reconnaissance and
electronic warfare, and to
set up a system to mass-
produce small drones that
are difficult to detect within
the year, Kim said.

"He also called for accel-
erating the development of
stealthy drones this year
and quickly establishing a
drone killer system," she
said. South Korea's army
operated  two drone
squadrons  within its
Ground Operations
Command since 2018, but
they  were  primarily
designed to prepare for
future warfare. The defence
ministry has said it plans to
launch another unit focus-
ing on surveillance and
reconnaissance functions,
especially targeting smaller
drones.

"The upcoming unit
would carry entirely differ-
ent tasks, conducting oper-
ations in various areas,"
Defence Minister Lee Jong-
sup told parliament last
week. To boost its anti-
drone capability, the min-
istry announced plans last
week it would spend 560
billion won ($440 million)
over the next five years on
technology such as airborne
laser weapons and signal
jammers.

Canada grants record
residency permits in 2022

OTTAWA (Reuters): Cana-
da set an immigration
record last year by granti-
ng more than 437,000 for-
eigners permanent residen-
cy, the government said, as
it ramps up immigration to
fight a tight labor market.
The government had set a
target to welcome 431,645
new permanent residents
in 2022, and the immigra-
tion ministry said Canada
has reached that target to
make it the largest annual
intake of people in
Canadian history.

The tally for last year is
about 9% higher than
2021, when Canada sur-
passed the previous record
set in 1913, and comes as
Canada seeks to bring in
1.45 million new perma-
nent residents by 2025-
end. Immigration is a key
part of the solution as
Canada focuses on

addressing an acute labor
market shortages, the min-
istry said. People with per-
manent residency permits
can typically apply for cit-
izenship after five years.

Immigration accounts
for almost 100% of
Canada's  labor  force
growth and by 2036 immi-
grants will represent up to
30% of Canada's popula-
tion, up from 20.7% in
2011, the statement said.
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau's government has
relied on immigration to
boost the Canadian econo-
my and support an aging
population since coming to
power in 2015.

Shortage of skilled
workers in industries like
healthcare is acute and the
most recent official data
shows there were 871,300
job vacancies in October,
down from a record high

of over a million open
roles in Canada in May. To
tackle that, Ottawa is plan-
ning targeted draws for
skilled immigrants for the
first time in 2023, allowing
it to cherry pick applicants
with the most in-demand
skills for the regions of the
country that most need
workers.

But many immigrants
still struggle to find work
in their chosen field, and
some advocates say sup-
ports have not grown in
pace with the number of
new permanent residents.
Canada has also struggled
to keep up with a surge in
applications after COVID-
19  pandemic related
restrictions eased as the
number of processed appli-
cations doubled to about
5.2 million in 2022 from
the previous year, the min-
istry said.

China pledges ‘final victory’ over Covid as outbreak raises global alarm

BEIJING (Reuters): Global health
officials tried to determine the facts
of China's raging COVID-19 out-
break and how to prevent a further
spread as the Communist Party's
mouthpiece newspaper on
Wednesday rallied citizens for a
"final victory" over the virus. China's
axing of its stringent virus curbs last
month has unleashed COVID on a 1.4
billion population that has little natu-
ral immunity having been shielded
from the virus since it emerged in the
central city of Wuhan three years ago.

Many funeral homes and hospitals
say they are overwhelmed, and inter-
national health experts predict at least
one million deaths in China this year,
but China has reported five or fewer
deaths a day since the policy U-turn.
"That is totally ridiculous," a 66-year-
old Beijing resident who only gave
his last name Zhang said of the offi-
cial death toll.

"Four of my close relatives died.
That's only from one family. I hope
the government will be honest with
the people and the rest of the world
about what’s really happened here."
China has rejected foreign scepticism
of its statistics as politically motivat-
ed attempts to smear its achievements
in fighting the virus. "China and the
Chinese people will surely win the
final victory against the epidemic,"
the People's Daily, the Communist
Party's official newspaper, said in an
editorial, rebutting criticism of
China's three years of isolation, lock-
downs and testing that triggered his-
toric protests late last year.

Having lifted the restrictions,
Beijing is hitting back against some
countries demanding that visitors
from China show pre-departure
COVID tests, saying the rules were
unreasonable and lacked a scientific
basis. Japan became the latest country

to require a pre-boarding negative
test, joining the United States,
Australia and others. European Union
health officials are due to meet on
Wednesday to discuss a coordinated
response to China travel.

Willie Walsh, head of the world's
biggest airline association IATA, also
criticised the what he described as
knee-jerk" measures that he said had
proven to be ineffective in preventing
the spread of COVID. China, which
has been largely shut off from the
world since the pandemic began, will
stop requiring inbound travellers to
quarantine from Jan. 8. But it will still
demand that arriving passengers get
tested before they begin their jour-
neys.

World Health Organization offi-
cials met Chinese scientists amid
concern over the accuracy of China's
data on the spread and evolution of its
outbreak. The UN agency had invited

the scientists to present detailed data
on viral sequencing, hospitalizations,
deaths and vaccinations.

The WHO would release informa-
tion about the talks later, probably at
a Wednesday briefing, its spokesper-
son said. Last month, Reuters report-
ed that the WHO had not received
data from China on new COVID hos-
pitalisations since Beijing's policy
shift, prompting some health experts
to question whether it might be con-
cealing the extent of its outbreak.
China reported five new COVID
deaths, bringing the official death toll
to 5,258, very low by global stan-
dards. British-based health data firm
Airfinity has said about 9,000 people
in China are probably dying each day
from COVID. There were chaotic
scenes at Shanghai's Zhongshan hos-
pital where patients, many of them
elderly, jostled for space in packed
halls between makeshift beds where

people used oxygen ventilators and
got intravenous drips.

A Reuters witness counted seven
hearses in the parking lot of
Shanghai's Tongji hospital on
Wednesday. Workers were seen car-
rying at least 18 yellow bags used to
move bodies. With COVID disrup-
tions slowing China's $17 trillion
economy to its lowest growth in near-
ly half a century, investors are now
hoping for policy stimulus. China's
yuan hovered at a four-month high
against the dollar on Wednesday, after
its finance minister pledged to step up
fiscal expansion. The central bank
has also flagged more policy support.

UBS analysts expect the "big bang"
approach to re-opening to cause a "a
deeper but shorter setback" to the
economy, but also predicted that
activity would recover from February.
Despite the new restrictions in some
countries, interest in travelling abroad

is reviving, Chinese media reported.
International flight bookings have
risen 145% year-on-year in recent
days, state-run China Daily reported,
citing data from travel platform
Trip.com. Before the pandemic, glob-
al spending by Chinese tourists
exceeded $250 billion a year but the
number of flights to and from China is
still a fraction of pre-COVID levels.

Thailand expects at least five mil-
lion Chinese arrivals this year. More
than 11 million Chinese visited
Thailand in 2019, nearly a third of its
total visitors. But there are already
signs that an increase in travel from
China could pose problems abroad.
South Korea, which began testing
travellers from China, said more than
a fifth of the test results were posi-
tive. Authorities there were searching
for one Chinese national who tested
positive but went missing while
awaiting quarantine.
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The
re-invention
of PIMS

RECENTLY, President Dr. Arif Alvi gave his

assent to the Pakistan Institute of Medical

Sciences (PIMS) Bill 2022. The bill provides
for repealing the Federal Medical Teaching
Institute (MTI) Act 2021. Earlier, the President
returned the bill to the Parliament for reconsider-
ation, while the incumbent government again get
the approval of the bill from the joint session and
sent it back to the President.

There had been a series of reversals of past gov-
ernment policies by the coalition government over
the past eight months. Ranging from Single National
Curriculum (SNC) to Medical Teaching Institute Act-
2021, the reorganization of Pakistan Medical
Commission (PMC) to changes in the MDCAT, con-
version of Benazir Income Support Program (BISP)
to the Eassass Program and vice versa, reversal and
reinstatement of Sehat Card in Punjab, along with
undoing and redoing of multiple departmental poli-
cies, inter ministries procedures and regulations that
not only hurt the normal functioning of businesses
and common public but also caused a financial and
administrative burden on the state. The PTI govern-
ment introduced multiple innovations in various sec-
tors including education, health, sports, IT and other
sectors. Some of those initiatives were productive
and need of the hour while others had been originat-
ed on cartels persuasion and out of politics.

Unfortunately, the coalition government is entirely
folding all policies and decisions of the past rulers,
without weighing the pros and cons of the changes
which is a biased and counterproductive behavior.
The government must hold a public debate, and con-
sult relevant stakeholders and experts before making
decisions about the reversal, amendment, and contin-
uation of any nationwide policy. So, the most benefi-
cial, cost-effective, and state-of-the-art services could
be provided to the public across the country.

Although, democracy is the government of the
people, by the people, and for the people, however,
the way Pakistani rulers had always governed the
country, this mechanism surely seems to be the
Kingly government by a particular faction of the
society. Policy making and legislation always require
a wider debate in the parliament, media, and civil
society as well as department and ministry recom-
mendations to reach a consensus regarding sensitive
and most important issues concerning the entire
nation.

The Pakistani Nation and state have multiple
issues including poverty, public health, education,
and others but the state neither funds the bulk of
nationwide free-of-cost healthcare through the Sehat
Card Plus scheme nor it can satisfy public care needs
through the existing health system in the country,
which put millions dying every day before the death.
Thus, the authorities must conceive a plan for public-
private partnerships, and individual participation so
that free-of-cost treatment facilities could be provid-
ed to the masses without adding more burden to the
national exchequer.

The World Bank and other global financial institu-
tions have forecasted downward trends in the global
economy during the current year while the global
energy crisis is likely to worsen in the coming
months. Pakistani leaders should adopt rational deci-
sions while keeping their political philosophies aside
so the nation can safely survive through the prevail-
ing economic turmoil. If each party started trans-
forming the nation as per its party manifesto then no
institution would remain safe and functional, and
chaos will prevail everywhere.

Beijing-Manila
rapprochement

HE newly throned Philippines President,

I Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is currently on a three-

day state visit to China, which aims at boosting
bilateral strategic ties with the Philippines' first-door
neighbor and the second-largest economy in the
world. Marcos ambitiously looks forward to working
with President Xi to shift the trajectory of their bilat-
eral relations to a higher gear that can bring numer-
ous prospects and opportunities for peace and devel-
opment to the people of both countries.

The two South Asian neighbors have relatively strained
relations because of a territorial dispute in the South China
Sea, which is a contentious bone between the two
Countries. China claims the entire South China Sea,
whereas the Philippines claims the area adjoining its
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). The Philippines took
the dispute to the Hague-based International Court of
Justice (ICJ), which invalidated Beijing’s claims to the
waterway in 2016. However, Beijing still contests the pos-
session of highly sensitive waterways because China has
constructed disputed reefs into artificial islands with air-
plane runways and military structures. The militarization
of crucial water channels subsidized the regional states
while global Sherrif, America also despatched its lathel
aircraft carriers to ensure so-called freedom of the so-
called Sea lines of Communication and rule-based order.

At times, the Philippines is battling the worst inflation,
poverty, and a continuous economic downturn while the
country's political landscapes are also not feasible for
Marcos. The western nations are coaxing Manila to join
their club and play the role of a front-line state in the
ongoing US-China tussle in the Indo-Pacific region.
However, the son of a former military Dictator worked
proactively and set his first diplomatic voyage to the
neighboring nation, in a bid to forge a friendship and
trade partnership to realize his economic dreams.
Manila's leader intends to resolve issues through negotia-
tion and is ready to forge friendly ties with China.

Presently, the western bloc is peddling anti-China
propaganda to fail the Beijing-Manila rapprochement at
this point when west China's containment drive is at its
peak. Hence, the effectiveness of Chinese diplomacy
would be visible through the outcome of Ferdinand's cru-
sade.

Quote of the day

The search for a scapegoat is the easiest of all hunting
expeditions.
— Dwight Eisenhower, American general & President.

Divorce from the

Renat Abdullin

HE past year 2022

I has become a year

of serious trials for
American politicians. An
elderly president, infla-
tion, the Ukrainian con-
flict, and internal contra-
dictions are just some of
the problems the US is
facing. About  what
America is entering 2023
with - in the material of
RIA Novosti.

Biden's anti-records

Polls show that most
Americans do not want a
second term for Joe Biden.

The depressing results of
public opinion surveys are
commonplace  for an
American leader. A year
ago, he beat anti-records of
popularity, sometimes even
bypassing his predecessor,
Donald Trump.

The situation is aggra-
vated by the fact that not
only the traditional oppo-
nents of the Democrats, the
Republicans, oppose Biden.
Members of the same party
are also not enthusiastic
about his leadership.

The main reason is age.
Biden is 80 years old, if he
decides to run and become
president, then by the end
of his second term he will
be 86. Even now, American
citizens fear for the health
of the head of state. He
talks every now and then,
confuses places and posi-
tions, and in general beha-
ves not quite adequately.

Therefore, it is obvious
that the president's ratings
will continue to fall: people
are afraid of deterioration.
Biden is trying to win back
points with the help of
domestic political steps.

And to some extent he even
succeeds.
The
inflation

The main achievement
of Biden's domestic policy
can be called the law to
reduce inflation, which was
passed by both houses of C-
ongress in the summer. The
act, tied to the climate age-
nda, approves measures for
the transition of the United
States to green energy.

The document provides
for subsidizing local suppli-
ers of electric vehicles and
batteries. For buyers of cars
manufactured entirely in
the United States, tax
breaks will be introduced.

As planned by the
authors, this will reduce the
burden on both manufactur-
ers and customers.

In addition, the act
includes a reduction in drug
prices for Medicare recipi-
ents, as well as a significant
increase in taxes for corpo-
rations and  wealthy
Americans.

The population liked the
law, as evidenced by the
slightly increased ratings of
the president. Analysts note
that Biden and his associ-
ates have partially adopted
the strategy of former
President Donald Trump:
"America first." However,
such a reversal caused dis-
content among the
European partners of the
United States.

Divorce from the EU

‘When Biden took office,
his message to the
European Union sounded
hopeful. "America is back!"
he said, meaning that US-
EU cooperation will return

battle against

to pre-Trump levels.

After the start of the
Russian special operation
in Ukraine, this is exactly
what happened. United in
the face of a common
enemy, America and
Europe successfully negoti-
ated sanctions packages.

The first signs of the cri-
sis appeared as winter
approached. In the
American press, publica-
tions about the growing dis-
satisfaction of Brussels
with Washington's "adven-
tures" began to flicker more
and more often. If the
United States is relatively
independent in energy mat-
ters, which the White
House also admits, then for
the EU, anti-Russian gas
and oil sanctions turned out
to be painful.

But the last straw that
overflowed Europe's
patience was the very anti-
inflationary law.

In the EU, Biden's act
was considered protection-
ist, discriminatory, violat-
ing WTO rules and splitting
the West. It was with such
theses that French President
Emmanuel Macron spoke
during  his  visit to
Washington at the end of
November. We decided to
continue negotiations with-
in the framework of the
Transatlantic Trade and

Technology Council
(TTC), Biden's brainchild,
symbolizing America's

unbreakable economic con-
nection with Europe. But
even there, Brussels did not
get  concessions  from
Washington.

As a result, by 2023 the
US and the EU came with
contradictions much deeper
than under Trump. Given
that the anti-inflationary
law comes into force in
January, and the Europeans
did not wait for conces-
sions, the split will obvi-
ously only intensify.

All  Quiet on the
Eastern Front

The fatigue of
Europeans  from  the

Ukrainian crisis does not
affect the American author-
itles in  any  way.
Washington is still ready to
provide Kyiv with any pos-
sible assistance. And in this
sense, Biden untied his
hands by reviving the lend-
lease law of the Second
World War in the spring.

Although not without
unpleasant incidents.
According to the American
press, during one of the
telephone  conversations
with Vladimir Zelensky, the
President of the United
States allegedly raised his
voice to the Ukrainian col-
league - because of Kyiv's
regular complaints about
insufficient support.

But by the end of the
year, the heads of state
spoke again by phone.
According to official
reports, they coordinated
their positions and reached
significant agreements.

What these "agree-
ments" are is still unclear.
But what is known is
Biden's clear intention to
avoid direct US involve-
ment in the Ukrainian con-
flict. Therefore, despite

Kyiv's regular promises to
join NATO, Washington
does not force this issue.

Congress divided

But the main test for the
American political estab-
lishment was not so much
inflation and external crises
as the traditional midterm
elections.

US citizens in November
re-elected the House of
Representatives (lower
house of Congress) and a
third of the members of the
Senate (upper house).

The entire 2022 situation
was deplorable for the
Democrats: they had full
control over Congress, but
risked losing it entirely. In
many ways, the positions of
the "donkeys" (Democratic
Party) were influenced by
Biden's negative ratings.
The "elephants"
(Republicans) had every
chance for absolute leader-
ship.

However, the triumph of
the conservatives did not
happen. In the House of
Representatives, they won
less than two dozen seats,
still gaining a majority, and
in the Senate they even lost
one figure - that is, the lead-
ership there remained with
the Democrats.

The new composition of
the congress will begin
work in January. With the
loss of full control over the
Democrats, it will be more
difficult for Biden to push
initiatives through a hostile
lower house, but he has
room for bargaining in the
upper house.

Therefore, the results of
the midterm elections for
the Democrats are much

less painful than for the
Republicans, who are now
forced to regroup.

Trump didn't come back

A serious blow to the
"elephants" were the crimi-
nal cases against Donald
Trump. He remains one of
the most popular politicians
in the US and easily over-
takes Biden in the polls.
However, the reputation of
the ex-president was shat-
tered by an investigation
into the removal of secret
documents from the White
House.

In the congressional
elections, Trump provided
declarative and even finan-
cial support to the majority
of Republican candidates.
He himself considered the
results of the vote positive,
but in the party, where more
impressive results were
expected, they did not hide
their disappointment. And
hastily began to look for a
replacement.

One option is Ron
DeSantis, the 44-year-old
governor of Florida. He
performed well in the
midterm elections, and age
is on his side, as opposed to
the elderly Trump and
Biden.

It is DeSantis that can
become the main problem
for the incumbent presi-
dent. After all, preparations
for the election campaign
of 2024 will actually start
in 2023, and in it a relative-
ly young candidate has
great chances of success.
The future of American
politics also depends on
how Biden, who did not
speak too convincingly in
the past year, behaves.

RANCOTIS
FHollande, the ex-

president of France,
recently uncovered (it’s
hard to find another word
for such recognition of a
politician of this level),
saying that ‘“Angela
Merkel was right. <...>
Since 2014, Ukraine has
strengthened its military
potential. Indeed, the
Ukrainian army has
become completely differ-
ent than in 2014. It has
become better trained
and equipped. It is the
merit of the Minsk agree-
ments that Kyiv got such
an opportunity."

Thus, the second partici-
pant (and organizer) of the
so-called Normandy for-
mat, the negotiations within
which led to the signing of
those same documents in
Minsk almost eight years
ago, admitted that both
Berlin and Paris (and along
with them, of course, Kiev )
lied to Moscow. For all
questions and all items.
Both in particular and in
detail, and in general. To
the circle.

So that later Moscow
can be blamed for the fact
that it is precisely "it does
not comply with the agree-
ments."

In everyday life, this is
called a brazen lie, and you
can get a job for it - this is
not about physical impact,
but about social isolation,
but today and now in inter-
national relations such
behavior, apparently, is
considered good form and
it is customary to talk about
it publicly. Apparently, in
order to brag, as is typical
of people suffering from
narcissism. Well, of course,

“We can handle 1t’

they circled Russia around
their finger - oh, how cool
we are!

In fact, we were shown
not so much "coolness" as
clowning with a strong
smell of provocation. Not
to mention the fact that
these actions also offended
the memory of those who
laid down their lives fight-
ing Nazism on the beaches
of that same Normandy,
which gave the name, in
fact, to everything, as it was
then customary to say,
"peace settlement format."

The events unfolded a
long time ago, so it is not a
sin to recall that the discus-
sions of the "Norman Four"
began on the day when the
70th anniversary of the
Allied landing on the coast
of Northern France was cel-
ebrated.

Of course, the president
of Russia was also invited
to the celebrations. And
because under the pressure
of the USSR (read: Stalin),
the second front was
opened in France, and not
in the Balkans, as Churchill
insisted. And because then
the contribution of our
country to the Victory over
the Third Reich did not yet
dare to challenge openly.

When it was the Merkel-
Hollande couple who came
up with the idea to outrage
the common memory of the
allies in World War II, it’s
hard to say, but what you
shouldn’t doubt for sure is
that the idea was thrown
from the other side of the
Atlantic. Berlin and Paris,
pursuing momentary con-
juncture, read the thought
of Washington partners as
good telepaths, and imme-
diately took to work.

Elena Karaeva

Hollande simply could
not dislike double-dealing -
by virtue of his nature and
behavior.

But one can also imagine
the reasons why the ex-
chancellor went for such a
thing. The weight of the
foreign trade balance of
Germany at that moment
was provided to a very sig-
nificant extent by American
consumption of German
household appliances and
the automotive industry.
The slightest increase in
tariffs, and simply threats to
raise them - and the vaunt-
ed surplus of the German
budget could come kaput.

Berlin, after weighing
the pros and cons, agreed to
the performance. Paris
rushed onto the stage,
weighing nothing, right
behind their senior
European partner.

What happened next is
history. In the worst sense
of the word. In the most
monstrous sense and mean-
ing, if we remember that as
a result of this bloody big
top for many years, hiding
behind points and details,
Moscow and the people of
Donetsk were deceived,
and every word of this lie
eventually turned into
blood, injuries and death of
innocent people.

The lives of which
"enlightened pan-
Europeans" did not take
into account at all. But who
are they, these Donetsk res-
idents, to even think about
them?

But, having lied once, it
is difficult not to lie twice.
Lies, you know, are addic-
tive. Just as in the case of

Russia, Paris and Berlin,
each in their own way,
began to lie to their own
fellow citizens. For almost
any significant reason.

This could relate, for
example, to military opera-
tions against IS in Syria. In
which the same Paris, vio-
lating, among other things,
the EU embargo on the sup-
ply of arms, supplied
weapons and sent army
instructors wherever it con-
sidered necessary.

This could also apply to
the reception of Syrian
refugees. Hollande, testify-
ing at the trial about the ter-
rorist attacks in Paris (then,
in November 2015, more
than a hundred people died
from terrorist bullets), said:
he and his ministers "knew
that terrorist attacks were
being prepared”, "we also
knew that participants in
the upcoming attacks
mixed with the flow of
refugees, as well as the fact
that the masterminds of the
attacks are in Syria."

The authorities, knowing
everything, did absolutely
nothing not only to protect
their voters, but at least to
warn them that the IS group
is capable of conducting
hostilities in Paris too.

What did Merkel say
when she ordered the open-
ing of the EU borders in the
summer of 2015?

"We can handle it," the
ex-head of the federal gov-
ernment said. "Let's do it"
turned out to be, to put it
mildly, a lie. The terrorist
attack on the Christmas
market in the capital of
Germany (more than a
dozen people died, more

than fifty were seriously
injured), when an IS mili-
tant posing as a refugee
sent a previously stolen
truck (the terrorist shot the
driver) at a crowd of
passers-by - probably the
most striking confirmation
of another lie.

Within a few years, any
restrictions (external) and
restrictions (internal) on the
use of lies in the public
space of European politics
were removed.

It was easy and pleasant
to lie in the eyes and behind
the eyes. We can say that
lies have become the only,
but the most effective
means of manipulating
public consciousness in
those European countries
that have positioned them-
selves and are positioning
themselves as a chamber of
measures and weights,
where the canons of truth,
goodness, light and justice
are stored.

Lies could touch almost
any area of life. For exam-
ple, during the pandemic,
millions of French people
were forced to quarantine
because they were told:
"We are at war with the
coronavirus, only solidarity
can help us all survive."
True, this is already
Macron, but the essence
does not change from a
change in personalities.

In fact, those twenty-odd
thousand beds in hospitals,
plus the doctors who
worked there, should have
helped to survive.

But seats in the cham-
bers needed to be reduced
to maintain budgetary dis-
cipline - this was demanded
by Brussels.

Well, how can I tell the

truth? So I had to lie. Again
and again.

Then I had to lie about
why there is no personal
protective equipment. Then
- why there is no own vac-
cine. Then - why the vac-
cine was not effective
enough.

Lying turned out to be
not just an obsession, it has
become so habitual that
today any statements by the
highest political echelon of
European authorities, those
that decide the fate of hun-
dreds of millions, cannot be
taken seriously.

In all words, no matter
how intelligently they are
pronounced, one should see
a meaning that is exclusive-
ly the opposite of what was
said.

Where lie and lies rule,
the seeds of betrayal sprout
perfectly.

Today, practically jun-
gles have grown from these
grains, as in the Amazon.
Such that you can not pass
and not pass.

It is good that our coun-
try looks at this empire of
lies built on quicksand with
due irony. And today
Russia is unraveling the
intercontinental knot of lies
tied up with lies. With
patience and calm. And, be
sure, unravel it for sure.

Not only according to
the criteria of military supe-
riority, which the Nadys
were so afraid of (we
remember that cowardice is
the worst of all vices)
"enlightened pan-
Europeans", but according
to the norms of truth, truth
and justice. Which are uni-
versal for everyone. That is
why these norms are
always stronger in the end.

US-Cuban ties appear to be better today than at any time

William LeoGrande

HE next nine
months offer a win-
dow of opportunity

for improving U.S.-
Cuban relations if leaders
in  Washington and

Havana have the political
will and courage to seize
it.

Diplomats in both the
State  Department and
Cuban Foreign Ministry
profess to want to build a
more constructive relation-
ship to replace the poison-
ous one President Donald
Trump created, and they
express guarded optimism
about the possibilities. But
time is short. By next fall,
the U.S. presidential elec-
tion season will be gearing
up, making any major poli-
cy change politically per-
ilous and much less likely.

Over the past nine
months, both Washington
and Havana have taken
small steps to reduce ten-
sions. Last April,
Washington agreed to
resume the semi-annual
migration talks mandated
by the 1994 U.S.-Cuban
migration agreement, but
broken off by Trump in
2018. With tens of thou-
sands of Cubans arriving on
the U.S. southern border
monthly and thousands
more landing on Florida’s
south coast and keys, the
Biden administration had
an urgent interest in regu-
larizing Cuban immigra-

tion.

Since then, there have
been two rounds of talks
which both sides describe
as constructive and produc-
tive.  Washington  has
restaffed its embassy and
reopened consular services
so that, for the first time in
five years, the United States
met its obligation under the
1994 agreement to provide
Cubans with 20,000 immi-
grant visas annually. Cuba
agreed to accept flights of
deportees who enter the
U.S. illegally along the
southern border. The suc-
cess of the migration dis-
cussions has led to a
resumption of diplomatic
dialogues on a range of
issues of mutual interest.

Last May, facing pres-
sure from Latin Americans
over his decision to exclude
Cuba, Nicaragua, and
Venezuela from the Ninth
Summit of the Americas,
President Biden lifted
Trump’s restrictions on
remittances and restored
the people-to-people travel
license under which most
U.S. residents visited Cuba
before Trump abolished it.
More still needs to be done
to make these policy
changes effective, but
remittances and income
from foreign visitors are
two of the main sources of
income for the Cuban econ-
omy as it struggles to
recover from the COVID-

19 pandemic.

In response, Cuba took
the politically difficult step
of giving in to U.S. pres-
sure to replace the financial
institution processing
remittances from one man-
aged by the armed forces to
an alternative civilian firm.
That’s a step Havana had
resisted ever since Trump
blocked U.S. companies
from doing business with
the military firm, forcing
Western Union to close
hundreds of offices across
the island.  Although
Western Union has yet to
resume operations, U.S.
sanctions no longer pro-
scribe it. The Treasury
Department recently grant-
ed a small travel agency in
Miami a license to wire
remittances through the
new Cuban civilian firm.

After Hurricane Ian tore
through western Cuba in
October, the State Depart-
ment offered two million
dollars in humanitarian
assistance to rebuild homes
and, for the first time,
President Miguel Diaz-
Canel gratefully accepted.

In November, Biden
appointed former Senator
Christopher Dodd as
Special Presidential
Advisor for the Americas.
Biden and Dodd served
together in the U.S. Senate
for almost 30 years. “Chris

and I have known each
other for a long time,” the
president said in 2021. “We
truly are really good, close
friends.” When Biden
chaired the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee in the
decade before becoming
vice-president, Dodd was
chair of the Western
Hemisphere Subcommittee
and, in Biden’s words, “a
leading voice on engage-
ment with Latin America
and the Caribbean.”

Biden has turned to
Dodd repeatedly to manage
important, politically sensi-
tive tasks. Dodd led the
team that selected then-
Senator Kamala Harris as
Biden’s running mate. In
2021, Dodd went to Taiwan
on Biden’s behalf to reas-
sure its leaders of U.S. sup-
port as tensions with China
mounted. In early 2022,
with the Summit of the
Americas at risk of collapse
due to a boycott led by
Mexico’s Andrés Manuel
Loépez Obrador, Biden
asked Dodd to salvage it. In
the end, Lépez Obrador and
several other heads of state
stayed away, but the leaders
of the other major Latin
American countries attend-
ed, avoiding an embarrass-
ing diplomatic debacle.

Asking Dodd to take on
the new role of Special
Presidential Advisor for the

Americas is a tacit
acknowledgement by Biden
that his Latin America poli-
cy is in disarray. At the cen-
ter of that disarray is his ill-
advised  retention  of
Trump’s sanctions policy
aimed at starving Cuba into
submission — a policy
rejected by every major
country in Latin America
(not to mention Canada and
the European Union).

Dodd knows perfectly
well that the policy of hos-
tility and regime change
toward Cuba is a costly
failure; during his Senate
career, he consistently
advocated ending the
embargo. In Dodd’s new
role, Cuba is high on the
agenda — in particular,
finding ways to build on the
progress that has been
made in bilateral relations
over the past nine months.
Washington should take the
initiative because it was
Washington, under Trump,
that ruptured the relation-
ship President Barack
Obama built.

There is no shortage of
steps Biden could take to
improve relations. Many of
the  sanctions  Trump
imposed are still in place,
crippling Cuba’s economy,
immiserating Cuban fami-
lies, and aggravating the
migration crisis. The most
obvious first step is to take
Cuba off the list of state
sponsors of international

terrorism — a designation
that had no factual or legal
basis, yet makes it extreme-
ly difficult for Cuba to
engage in routine interna-
tional financial transactions.

But if Biden is to weath-
er the political flak he will
get for changing his Cuba
policy — flak both from
Republicans and from
another old Senate friend,
current Foreign Relations
Committee Chair Bob
Menendez (D-N.J.) — the
president will need to show
that the Cubans are willing
to address Washington’s
concerns. For Biden, the
top concern is the heavy
prison sentences given to
several hundred people
arrested during the island-
wide demonstrations on
July 11-12, 2021, and the
subsequent imprisonment
of several prominent dissi-
dents. Cuban diplomats
suggest that Havana is will-
ing to talk with Washington
even about “sensitive
issues,” but that any change
on their side would have to
be part of a broader agree-
ment covering a range of
issues, not a unilateral con-
cession.

Prospects for a signifi-
cant improvement in U.S.-
Cuban relations appear to
be better today than at any
time since Biden entered
the White House. Both

(Continued on Page 7) ‘
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The right to silence you

‘ Alot of people will
say, ‘Well, hold on a
second, partisanship

and division, we’ve had
that many times through-
out history,” said Tristan
Harris, the filmmaker
who produced the eye-
opening 2020 documen-
tary, The Social Dilemma,
which detailed the nega-
tive impact of social
media on society. ‘“Also,
has partisanship in televi-
sion and radio preexisted
social media? Yes. Have
we ever wired up the most
powerful artificial intelli-
gence in the world, point-
ed it at your brainstem to
show you the most enrag-
ing content on a daily
basis, and the longer you
scroll, the angrier you
get? We’ve never done
that before!”

The impact of Big Tech,
specifically social media,
on society has become a
hot-button topic of late.
Ever since the unlikely
election of Donald 1.
Trump to the presidency in
2016, both political parties
in America—for different
reasons—have made
attacking social media a
new tradition in American
politics. Big Tech is not just
another industry struggling
to overcome unfair govern-
ment regulation. The prod-
ucts that are being pro-
duced by Big Tech and used
by most people are unique,
with real, negative, and
lasting health impacts.

Unlike previous techno-
logical inventions, such as
radio, television, or the
telephone, social media has
changed the way in which
Americans talk to one ano-
ther. Communication has
been, in Harris’ estimation,
“colonized and privatized”
by social media firms. Over
the last decade, the various
social media firms have
enhanced their product
design with the aim of max-
imizing their profits. Yet,
there are some products
that, if not regulated by the
government, will do long-
lasting damage to the coun-
try and our people. Social
media specifically, and Big
Tech more generally, repre-
sent just the kind of indus-
try that requires regulation.
It’s a type of regulation that
is anathema to many—
notably those who describe
themselves as “libertarian.”

An Algorithm from
Hell

Social media uses pow-
erful algorithms to sort and
program its vast number of
users globally. The use of
these algorithms paired
with increasingly sophisti-
cated programming, makes
social media platforms far
different from most other
products available to the
public. These programs are
designed to target and
antagonize, preying upon
the tribal nature of human
beings and luring all of its
users into an “us vs. them”
mentality. Those who dom-
inate this new field of
socialization are what
Harris accurately derides as
“division entrepreneurs.”

Once you are separated
into your digital tribe by the
algorithm, the algorithm

then entices its users to
enhance the social media
platform’s ad revenue by
promoting extreme content
that activates certain parts
of the human brain and trig-
gers visceral responses.
Over time, the brain
becomes accustomed to
these electronic provoca-
tions and, as many scien-
tists argue today, the user
becomes addicted to the
frothy rage. This is social
programming on a level
that Orwell himself could
not have fully envisioned.
The rage, in turn, begets
more rancor among users
on the platform and creates
“viral” moments that are
intended to normalize the
extreme, unhinged behav-
ior and views.

Pew Research Center
has determined that roughly
69 percent of adults and a
staggering 81 percent of
young people use social
media daily in the United
States. And it is that last
figure that should concern
parents and policymakers
alike. Studies of teenagers
who use social media heav-
ily (in 2019, 40 percent of
ages 18-22 and 37 percent
of ages 23-38 in 2019 self-
reported that they believe
they are addicted to social
media) have been found to
struggle with a variety of
mental health and physical
ailments as a direct result of
their use. Meanwhile,
young  teenage  girls,
according to some studies,
have suicidal ideations as a
result of negative body
images of themselves being
exacerbated by the algo-
rithm that governs social
media platforms.

Scientists studying the
impacts of the various
social media platforms
have determined that the
more prolonged exposure
to these apps that one has,
the more one’s brain
changes. In one study,
researchers determined that
prolonged social media use
“shrinks parts of the brain
associated with maintaining
concentration.” According
to a 2018 study in the
United Kingdom, “The
[social media platforms]
are designed to be addictive
and are associated with an-
xiety, depression, and even
physical ailments.” Human
beings are creatures that o-
perate on incentives. If cer-
tain behaviors are reward-
ed, we tend to continue
engaging in those behav-
iors. Dopamine, the chemi-
cal in the brain that allows
you to feel pleasure—and is
associated with food, sex,
for example—is released
which serves to positively
reinforce your desire to
replicate this behavior.

There are other products
that are similarly addictive.
Cigarettes come to mind.
So, too, does alcohol. Or
narcotics. What do all these
things have in common?
They are all either heavily
regulated or are, in the case
of certain narcotics, banned
outright. Social media dam-
ages the entire society
which has become heavily
reliant on these platforms
as a means of social inter-
action. Social media has
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proven toxic to our national
discourse; it has an undue
amount of influence over
our political opinions as
well.

The Right to Silence
You

Social media firms are
perhaps the most dangerous
insofar as they regulate
political discourse. Today,
most people do not get their
news from the television or
radio. Instead, they get
news from their “news-
feed” on whichever social
media platform they prefer.
The stories in that newsfeed
are curated by increasingly
prescient algorithms that
are intended to evoke an
emotional, dopamine-filled
response from the user
rather than to inform some-
one about an event. Social
media is ubiquitous. It links
us together in a digital com-
munity that far surpasses
the way that email, tele-
phones, or any other mode
of communication.

More dangerously, the
bulk of these social media
firms are led by dyed-in-
the-wool Leftists who are
naturally inimical to center-
Right opinions. This reality
creates a grave imbalance
in our political discourse.
Leaving regulation of these
powerful social media plat-
forms in the hands of the
corporate stakeholders
whose entire  business
model is predicated on
making divisive and harm-
ful algorithms all the more
dangerous, is akin to letting
the fox guard the henhouse.
Only government regula-
tion can be used to enforce
standards and norms that
will protect Americans
from what has been proven
to be a toxic product.
Beyond the potential toxic-
ity of the product, the fact
that these hugely influential
platforms are overwhelm-
ingly Leftist ensures that
entire elections and policy
debates could be swayed—
unfairly—by censorship.

The censorship these
firms are engaged in tran-
scends the political realm
as well. During the
COVID-19 pandemic that
gripped the world in 2020,
social media platforms
exerted control over their
users’ free speech with
wanton abandon.
Anyone—not only influ-
encers with massive fol-
lowings—who typed a
comment questioning the
still-unknown origins of the
disease that ran counter to
the official narrative, or
who dared to utter a skepti-
cal word about the efficacy
of mRNA-based vaccines,
was systematically can-
celed by social media com-
panies. While some reading
this may shrug and say that
these social media firms are
private businesses and
therefore allowed to regu-
late content, the fact is that
these same firms are given
special regulatory exemp-
tions by the federal govern-
ment because social media
firms tell the government
that they are not publishers.
Yet, the fact that these firms
regulate content—and that

they have been proven to
regulate that content with
political biases—implies
that they are, in fact, pub-
lishers and should be regu-
lated as such. These compa-
nies cannot have it both
ways, especially when the
stakes are so high.

Furthermore, Big Tech is
using its vast power to squ-
elch dissent that may imp-
act its bottom line. Cons-
ider this: Mark Zuckerb-
erg’s Facebook funded
British-based pharmaceuti-
cal company GlaxoSm-
ithKline’s COVID-19 cure
to the tune of $100 million.
While the search for a cure
to this pernicious plague is
admirable, the fact that
Zuckerberg’s  Facebook
was censoring anyone who
appeared skeptical of the
new vaccines should give
people pause. Users who
were deleted or silenced
unfairly had no recourse.
Scores of people were
unable to share information
and ideas with each other
during a time when almost
everyone was locked down,
and digital communication
was the best available form
of socialization.
Information that could have
been shared about vaccines
was manipulated by com-
panies that had a financial
interest in downplaying
potential risks of experi-
mental vaccines.

What Is to Be Done?

The first thing that must
be done is for Congress to
impose regulations upon
social media firms. Barriers
to entry should be
employed. Then, Congress
should follow through on
previous threats to remove
some of the protections that
Section 230 of the Comm-
unications Decency Act
provides social media com-
panies. Removing Section
230 protections would be
the first necessary step
toward forcing these firms
to respect the First Ame-
ndment rights of their users
in America. Beyond that,
because social media has
become the dominant form
of socialization in America
today, it might be time to
regulate these companies in
the same manner that we
regulate power companies
or telephone companies.
While this will create cer-
tain inefficiencies from a
business standpoint, impos-
ing such regulations upon
these companies would for-
ce them to treat their vast n-
umber of users with greater
equity.

The negative health eff-
ects alone warrant greater
government regulation of
these companies and the
dangerous algorithms they
“inject directly into the
brainstem([s]” of their users,
in Harris® words. It’s very
telling that ByteDance, the
Chinese company that cre-
ated the world’s most popu-
lar social media platform to
date, TikTok, sells two ver-
sions of their app. One ver-
sion is tightly regulated and
allows its teenage and yo-
ung adult users limited acc-
ess to features of the pro-
gram. It relegates its young
users to educational materi-
als, as well as patriotic con-

tent. Meanwhile, the other
version that is sold to the
United States is the version
that allows its users of all
ages to have total access to
any content on the app—
including grossly inappro-
priate things. Plus, TikTok
has been proven to be one
of the most unhealthy soc-
ial media platforms avail-
able to Americans today.
What’s more, TikTok’s
popularity, combined with
the fact that it is a Chinese
product poses potential
national security risks. A
Pentagon investigation
revealed that the private
data of US military person-
nel who use the application
was sent back to servers in
China—where the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) and
the ruling Chinese
Communist Party (CCP)
can gain access to it. Grave
warnings about the security
risks this program posed to
US military personnel were
quickly sent out to all mem-
bers of the United States
Armed Forces. Yet, the app
remains widely available in
America. Although, in the
waning months of 2022,
multiple states have either
announced their intention
to ban the TikTok app.
Virginia has already banned
TikTok from state govern-
ment computers. The US
military is seeking to curb
TikTok usage for its mem-
bers on government devices
as well because of these
national security concerns.
Judging from the health
risks and the national secu-
rity threat posed to the
country by this particular
social media app, one
would think that this pro-
gram would be far more
regulated by the US gov-
ernment than it is. Sadly, it
remains widely available to
the public. Shortly after
China initiated an illegal
attack on Indian troops
patrolling the Sino-Indian
border in 2020, the Indian
government  recognized
TikTok for the security
threat that it is and com-
pletely banned the product
in their country. Since that
time, India has reported no
deleterious impacts. In
essence, India’s ban on the
program did little to harm
the freedom of their people
and may have enhanced
both their national security
as well as the mental health
of their people from an
inherently harmful product,
like ByteDance’s TikTok.
The United States finds
itself living in a new age
that its government and
people are completely
unprepared for. It is an age
in which we are physically
isolated from one another
yet increasingly connected
across a digital domain.
Yet, that digital domain is
unregulated, and the tech-
nological mediums are
designed to maximize divi-
sion among its users, with
profoundly negative health
impacts on the general pub-
lic. That’s to say nothing of
the national security impli-
cations of using apps that
are created by rival nations
like China.
It’s time to regulate Big
Tech.
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Will US and China enhance their capacity to manage
points of contention and control the risk of escalation?

T the start of 2022,
AChina’s economy

appeared strong,
Beijing seemed to have
contained the spread of
COVID-19, Sino—Russian
relations were deepening
and there was growing
talk of autocracies steal-
ing the march on democ-
racies across the world.
China’s leaders were pro-
claiming that ‘time and
momentum’ were on
China’s side in its great
power competition with
the United States.

Meanwhile, the United
States was mired in partisan
paralysis, with President
Joe Biden’s ‘Build Back
Better’ agenda seemingly s-
tuck. Washington was reeli-
ng from the reputational da-
mage of the United States’
chaotic withdrawal from A-
fghanistan. Within Asia, ta-
Ik was growing louder of
China dominating the 21st
century.

A year later, the script
reads differently. China’s
economy has turned slug-
gish, pulled down by exp-
anding state intervention in
the economy, waves of
COVID-related lockdowns,
a property sector slowdown
and softening international
demand for Chinese ex-
ports. Beijing’s messy exit
from its zero-COVID poli-
cy has exacerbated domes-
tic stressors. Even as China
remains the largest trading

partner for most of the
world, its economic lustre
has dimmed amid declining
economic growth.

China’s  international
image in most of the devel-
oped world has also suf-
fered. Part of this owes to
China’s rhetorical support
for Russia amid Moscow’s
barbarism in  Ukraine.
China’s plummeting image
is also attributable to its
hardening authoritarianism
at home, its nationalistic
‘wolf warrior’ diplomacy
and its growing military
activity along its periphery,
including in the waters and
airspace around Taiwan.

By comparison, Biden’s
political position has stre-
ngthened. At home, the B-
iden administration secured
passage of the bipartisan
Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act, the CHIPS
and Science Act and the
Inflation Reduction Act,
which together add up to
over US$1 trillion in gov-
ernment spending. Though
elements of these invest-
ments favouring domestic
manufacturing have gener-
ated friction with US trad-
ing partners, they represent
a generational investment
in US innovation. Techn-
ology companies such as
Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Company,
Samsung, Micron, SK
Hynix, Intel and IBM
announced investments in
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semiconductor production
in the United States exceed-
ing US$100 billion.

The United States also
strengthened its position
abroad. Transatlantic unity
deepened under the stress
of the joint response to Ru-
ssia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Coordination strengthened
in other purpose-driven
groupings, such as the
Quad and AUKUS. The G7
bolstered its relevance as its
members acted with greater
cohesion on global chal-
lenges, including financing
Indonesia and Vietnam’s
clean energy transitions.
US-ASEAN ties were ele-
vated to a comprehensive
strategic partnership. The
United States’ relationships
with Pacific Island coun-
tries also advanced, includ-
ing through the release of
the White House’s Pacific
Partnership Strategy.

Looking ahead, several
potential flashpoints will r-
equire careful management
in 2023, including North K-
orea’s nuclear program,
China-India border flare-
ups and rising tensions in
the Taiwan Strait. A key qu-
estion will be whether the
United States’ progress and
China’s relative setbacks
over the past year create co-
nditions conducive for Wa-
shington and Beijing to lo-
wer the temperature of

bilateral relations.

Biden will face domestic
political pressure to main-
tain an unyielding posture
on China. China’s President
Xi Jinping, similarly, is
unlikely to relent on issues
that are aggravating tensio-
ns. Still, from a strategic st-
andpoint, the United States’
global partners would wel-
come efforts by Washin-
gton to cool tensions, even
if they do not yield recipro-
cal actions from Beijing.

US officials are receivin-
g consistent demands from
foreign counterparts to
responsibly manage com-
petition with China. Many
countries around the world
are more focussed on addr-
essing proximate challen-
ges, such as rising sea lev-
els and mounting debt, than
they are on great power co-
mpetition. They want to see
the United States galvanise
global efforts to tackle
common challenges rather
than grow fixated on tit-for-
tat games with China.

The Biden administra-
tion entered office believ-
ing it needed to invest at
home and deepen relations
with partners to put the
United States in a ‘situation
of strength’ to deal directly
with China. Now that it has
made historic investments
in US innovation and
strengthened bonds with
global partners, a key ques-
tion is whether the Biden

administration will address
differences directly with
China.

US policymakers cannot
separate their regional strat-
egy from their China poli-
cy. Just as Washington can-
not get China policy right
without situating it within a
strong regional strategy, the
same is true in reverse. A
good Asia strategy without
a sound China policy will
produce an incomplete
approach to the region.

The United States will h-
ost the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation forum’s
economic leaders meeting
in San Francisco in Nov-
ember 2023. President Xi
will likely use his participa-
tion in the summit as an o-
ccasion to make an accom-
panying visit to the United
States.

If this visit materialises,
it will shed light on central
questions for the year ahead
— will the United States
and China enhance their
capacity to manage points
of contention and control
the risk of escalation? Will
they figure out how to act
in mutual self-interest by
pooling capabilities toward
addressing common chal-
lenges such as climate cha-
nge, macroeconomic stabil-
isation and public health?
Or will their differences
define the limits of the pos-
sible for addressing region-
al and global challenges?

US-Cuban relations appear to be better today than at any time

‘ (Continued from Page 6) ‘

sides recognize that the ani-
mosity Trump fostered does
not serve the interests of
either country, both have an

incentive and stated will-
ingness to pursue at least a
limited rapprochement, and
both have taken modest
steps in that direction.

But to make major

progress in the next nine
months, both sides will
need to step up the pace of
dialogue and be willing to
make some tough political
decisions. There isn’t time

to waste with an Alphonse
and Gaston routine, dither-
ing over who should act
first or whose turn it is to
act next. If they are to
accomplish anything of

consequence before the
window of opportunity
closes, both President
Biden and President Diaz-
Canel have to grasp the
fierce urgency of now.

The ‘pacing benet’

RITICS on both
Cthe Left and the

Right have called
for rather significant
changes to the application
of existing laws surround-
ing s-cial media plat-
forms. But this is not the
first time r-apid techno-
logical change has ignited
calls for government
action. In fact, it has not
been uncommon for the
early leaders in n-ew busi-
nesses to gain r-apid suc-
cess, such that th-ose in
adjacent or increasingly
obsolete industries begin
clamoring for regulation
to “protect” themselves
from the new innovators.
Is this era of technology
different, and what can we
learn from the past when
determining the appropri-
ate response to such con-
cerns?

Innovation moves at a
rapid pace—typically much
faster than traditional poli-
cymaking can move. This
dichotomy  has  been
referred to as the “pacing
problem,” but perhaps, a
better term for it is the “pac-
ing benefit.” Rather than
languishing in bureaucratic
red tape, many innovators
and entrepreneurs are able
to focus on fine tuning a
product that meets a need or
desire others haven’t previ-
ously realized because they
do not have to seek govern-
ment permission to do so.

America has enjoyed m-
uch of this “pacing benefit”
thanks to a more permissi-
onless approach to innova-
tion for many areas. While
there are notable exceptions
in areas such as transporta-
tion or medicine, where
higher risks motivate higher
regulatory burdens on inno-
vation, in many cases, dis-
ruptive innovation is presu-
med allowable until proven
otherwise. In contrast, Eur-
ope has taken an approach
that presumes the need for
guidelines and restrictions
before new innovations
become widely available.

Despite these calls, how-
ever, technology often de-
velops faster than the regula-
tions proposed. Regulati-on is
often difficult and cu-mber-
some to undo, so we e-nd up
with blocked innovation.

For innovations facing
regulatory barriers that may
be proven to be outdated, it
can take significant time to
remove or reform such bar-
riers, thus halting critical
developments. This is most
commonly seen in heavily
regulated industries, such as
healthcare and transporta-
tion. In such scenarios, pol-
icymakers should regularly
examine the necessity of
existing regulations, weigh-
ing them against the bene-
fits of innovation, and seek-
ing to find balanced appro-
aches through policy tools
such as sandboxes. But ma-
ny of the technologies rec-
eiving the most policy atte-
ntion today are not in heav-
ily regulated industries, but
rather in those industries
which have flourished with
minimal regulation.

In many cases, the most
prudent action may be for
policymakers to refrain fro-
m reacting hastily and in-
stead respond only to those
agreed-upon harms for wh-
ich rulemaking can provide
objective redress. There are
a few reasons for a res-
trained approach. Looking
at the matter through a
pragmatic lens, the length
of time needed for policy
development may mean, as
discussed above, that tech-
nological development may
already have advanced past
the intended regulatory
remedy. Second, it is often
not a technology itself but a
particular application of it
that raises concerns. In
many cases, existing laws
may already provide redress
for the harms in question,
such as concern about the
potential for artificial intel-
ligence and machine learn-
ing to be abused by those
looking to engage in dis-
criminatory practices.
Finally, regulation tends to
benefit the incumbents in an
industry who can absorb or
pass along the cost of need-
ed changes while creating
new barriers for new, small-
er entrants, making it more
difficult to compete.

But there is another rea-
son to allow innovation to
prosper that is often over-
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looked: innovation, not int-
ervention, is often the best
competition policy. It is o-
ften hard to predict what in-
novations will revolutionize
an industry, or find unprece-
dented consumer demand.

History is littered with
examples, and the phenom-
enon is particularly pro-
nounced in cases where reg-
ulators desired to intervene
in an unpragmatic fashion.
For example, while regula-
tors were stopping Blockb-
uster and Hollywood Video
from merging, the home
entertainment industry was
changing with the emer-
gence of new players like
Netflix and YouTube. Dur-
ing the “browser wars,” mo-
bile emerged such that Mic-
rosoft missed the window to
be largely competitive in it.
And while working to block
the XM-Sirius merger,
radio broadcasters ignored
the real threat of iPods.

In the above cases, the
market may have been
wrongly defined in a way
that in retrospect makes it
look like a mere choice at a
time new competition was
emerging. But what would
be worse would be to
change competition law to
achieve a policymaker’s
preferred outcome in the
industry. Such an approach
would exacerbate the prob-
lems above while also nega-
tively impacting consumers
who would be unable to
benefit from the natural
evolution of the market.

So if the answer is a pol-
icy of prudence, and this sa-
me frustration has happened
before, why are many acr-
oss the political spectrum
calling for intervention in
the tech industry? 1 would
posit that anger towards
tech is a symptom of under-
lying concerns about socie-
ty and culture rather than
the industry. This is applica-
ble regardless of where on
the political spectrum an i-
ndividual falls. For the Left,
these concerns are often fo-
cused on the rise of hate sp-
eech and extremism, while
for those on the Right, they
are largely grounded in con-
cerns that their opinions are
being purposely silenced by
those in power and that reli-
gious or traditional view-
points are being wrongfully
labeled as hate speech or
otherwise maligned. On
both sides, many express
concern about the next gen-
eration and their use of
technology. The result is
that many different policy-
makers and pundits now
call for intervention into
technology generally.

Many of these concerns
have been dealt with in the
past, with other technolo-
gies or issues. We may not
always agree on the out-
come or how we got here,
but in time, we’ve generally
developed societal norms
and used regulation to ad-
dress real harms. For exam-
ple, the camera was extre-
mely disruptive when it first
emerged and led to many of
our ideas around privacy
today. However, we did not
seek to ban the camera, but
we developed societal nor-
ms around its appropriate
use and regulations around
its most harmful uses.

Innovation in the com-
munications space has been
viewed as  disruptive
throughout the development
of technology. For example,
there were complaints about
the problems of how quick-
ly news could travel with
the invention of the tele-
graph. One could play Mad
Libs with any number of
technologies when it comes
to today’s concerns about
misinformation being
spread and the disruptive
impact on the status quo.
Today’s technology has
increasingly democratized
speech by allowing any
individual to communicate
one to many as one to one.
Many of the concerns about
online speech on both sides
of the aisle come from lay-
ing bare the wide array of
views held. But along with
the views found as distaste-
ful and problematic, this
democratization of speech
has been incredibly power-
ful for many who would
have struggled to have their
voices heard in a prior era
where only a few individu-
als made decisions about

whose voices could be he-
ard. Similarly, the concerns
many see in alleged anti-
conservative bias can also
be seen in other forms of m-
edia, like television and mo-
vies. But just as Fox News
provides an alternative to
MSNBC in the news mar-
ket, new websites such as
Rumble and Truth Social p-
rovide alternatives for those
seeking different types of
content.

Some concerns, howev-
er, are not related to speech
but to the impact of technol-
ogy on the next generation.
Many are concerned about
the apparent decline in
youth mental health and see
technological change as a
cause. The concerns about
the next generation and te-
chnology too have histori-
cal parallels from past inno-
vations. While well-mean-
ing, these concerns rarely if
ever turn out to be as truly
problematic as initially per-
ceived. From novels to co-
mic books to landline tele-
phones, any number of tec-
hnologies have raised con-
cerns that they are corrupt-
ing or harming the next
generation.

Perhaps the most recent
memorable example was
the concern over violent
video games leading to real-
world violence or other
harms. Video game systems
increased in popularity at
the same time as growing
concerns about youth vio-
lence, so many claimed that
violent video games were
connected to increased
aggression. But any number
of studies have since reject-
ed this connection. Today,
data remain mixed on the
connection, if any, between
social media and youth me-
ntal health. As we’ve seen
with other, similar con-
cerns, there are often much
less restrictive tools that can
be led by the industry, emp-
owering parents to better
meet the individual needs of
particular young people ra-
ther than embracing a one-
size fits all approach that is
not fully backed by data.

So, what should we think
about how to approach our
current technological age in
a way that most benefits s-
ociety? Our current situati-
on suggests 3 key propos-
als: 1. Innovation can often
be disruptive in unpredic-
table ways, and policy sho-
uld remain flexible to allow
for dramatic, unprecedent-
ed, and unforeseen changes.
If we only look for the “next
Facebook,” we may miss
the entirely new ways in
which social media and
connections are developing.

2. The market for ideas is
still a market, and many of
the concerns around online
speech and content modera-
tion are not limited to our
online experiences. There
continues to be a need for
greater tolerance and under-
standing that allows indi-
viduals with different view-
points to communicate with
respect. However, it can
also be beneficial for differ-
ent and specific groups to
be able to connect with each
other. The current approach
to online content modera-
tion may create discomfort,
but ultimately, it provides
the best opportunity for the
most speakers.

3. We should consider a
full spectrum of tools and
not rush to demand regula-
tion or government interv-
ention, particularly for iss-
ues without objective data
to back them up. Education
is often an under-utilized
policy tool that can support
consumer choice in a com-
plicated market. Similarly,
there are opportunities for
the development of industry
best practices and support
from the government for
better studies to understand
the underlying concerns.

The tech policy debate
these days is often focused
on these incredibly polariz-
ing issues, but as a result,
we may be missing oppor-
tunities for very important
policy debates on topics
like data privacy or ensur-
ing the opportunities for
innovation in currently
heavily regulated indus-
tries. And the past tells us
that while new technology
may make us very anxious
and afraid, we tend to max-
imize the benefits and come
out on the other side with
minimal harm.
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Pakistan Stock Exchange’s
100-index loses 91 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) lost
91.34 points on Wednesday,
witnessing a negative
change of 0.22 percent,
closing at 40,539.30 against
40,630.64 points on the
previous day.

A total of 142,881,828
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
201,058,817 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at
Rs4.334 billion against
Rs4.977 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 325 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 128 of
them recorded gains and
173  sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
24 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were Dewan
Motors with 10,850,000

shares at Rs15.54 per share
Sui  South Gas with
10,734,500  shares at
Rs11.06 per share, and Al
Shaheer(R) with 9,350,854
shares at Rs1.07 per share.

Rafhan Maize witnessed
a maximum increase of
Rs499.00 per share price,
closing at Rs9599.00,
whereas the runner-up was
Premium Tex. with a
Rs34.97 rise in its per share

price to Rs610.00.
Nestle Pakistan wit-
nessed a maximum

decrease of Rs100.00 per
share closing at Rs5750.00,
followed by J.D.W Sugar
with Rs14.66 decline to
close at Rs405.33.

Rupee remains
against dollar

The exchange rate of the
Pakistani rupee depreciated
by 01 paisa against the US
dollar in the interbank trad-
ing on Wednesday and
closed at Rs226.94 against

flat

the previous day’s closing
of Rs226.93.

According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of dollar in the
open market were recorded
at Rs233.75 and Rs236
respectively.

The price of the euro
increased by 99 paisa and
closed at Rs240.58 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs239.59, according to
the State Bank of Pakistan.

The Japanese yen gained
one paisa to close at
Rs1.74, whereas an incre-
ase of Rs2.25 was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate
of the British pound, which
was traded at Rs273.15 as
compared to its last closing
of Rs270.90.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates dirham and
Saudi riyal remained unc-
hanged to close at Rs61.79
and Rs60.35 respectively.

Gold price up by Rs900
to Rs188,600 per tola

The price of 24 karat per
tola gold witnessed an
increase of Rs900 on Wed-
nesday and was sold all
time high at Rs188,600 ag-
ainst its sale at Rs187,700,
the last trading day.

The price of 10 gram 24
karat also increased by
Rs772 and was sold at
Rs161,694 against
Rs160,922; whereas that of
10 gram 22 karat went up to
Rs148,220 against its sale
at Rs147,512, All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Assoc-
iation reported.

The price of per tola and
ten gram remained unch-
anged at Rs2,150 and
Rs1843.27 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
increased by $29 and was
sold at $1862 against its
sale at $1833, the associa-
tion reported.

Business community appreciates
NSC’s focus on economic growth

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
business community on
Wednesday appreciated the
firm resolve of the National
Security Committee (NSC)
for focusing on stabilisation
of the economy and stamp-
ing out the menace of ter-
rorism with full force.
Talking to a delegation
of industrialists and traders
led by Mian Aftab Zia,
Coordinator to Federal Tax
Ombudsman Meher Kashif
Younis said economy and
terrorism cannot move par-
allel and a peaceful envi-
ronment iS a prerequisite
for economic stability and
promotion of democracy.
He said it was highly com-
mendable that the NSC

attached great importance
to both vital issues of
national importance and
was on one page to help
steer the country out of the
prevailing economic quag-
mire and put the bleak
economy on track besides
flushing out terrorist ele-
ments from their hideouts.

He said it’s an estab-
lished phenomenon that the
survival of the state mainly
depended on the sound
economy as the USSR was
dismembered due to frac-
tured economic conditions.
“So we have to make all-
out efforts jointly to
strengthen our stumbling
economy in the wake of
global spiralling inflation,

flash floods devastation and
impact of Covid.”

He said Pakistan is pass-
ing through its most critical
juncture since its inception
and it’s incumbent upon all
top leadership of the main-
stream political parties to
iron out their differences
and play their key role in
larger national interests in
help offset hovering threats
of economic instability and
heavy economic losses on
Pakistan due to Russia-
Ukraine conflict and other
global challenges.

Meher Kashif Younis,
who is also Chairman of
Kyrgyzstan Trade House,
said political stability is
also equally vital for sus-

tainable economic growth.
He said in order to strength-
en the economy, the gov-
ernment must undertake
result-oriented  concrete
steps, including import
rationalisation and prevent-
ing illegal dollars outflows
and hawala business.

He said emphasis should
be made to boost agricul-
tural production and indus-
trial manufacturing sectors
to ensure food security and
import substitution.

He said the government
must take all stakeholders
into confidence for consen-
sus to materialise effective
and fast-track economic
recovery and road map, he
concluded.

‘Financing
schemes
initiated by
SBP’ held

SIALKOT (APP): A semi-
nar on the Financing Sch-
emes initiated by the State
Bank of Pakistan was arr-
anged in the Sialkot Cha-
mber of Commerce and In-
dustry here on Wednesday.

The event was organized
in collaboration with the
Small and Medium Enterp-
rises SCCI and the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) in
which heads of various
banks including commer-
cial, Women Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
Sialkot (WCCIS) Senior

Vice President (SVP)
Gulzaib Waqas Awan,
Member Executive

Committee WCCIS Syeda
Shabina Gillaniand a large
number of business com-
munity participated.

Chairman departmental
committee  Shafique-ur-
Rehman welcomed all dis-
tinguished members and
gave various suggestions to
SCCI members to expand
their business.

CDA urged to cancel
slaughterhouse construction

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Agro Trade Promotion Co-
mmittee of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) expressed
concerns over the Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA)’s plan to construct a
slaughterhouse in Sector I-
11/4 of Islamabad at an area
of over five acres of land.

The fruit and vegetable
businesses need a hygienic
environment while the exis-
tence of an abattoir near
Sabzi Mandi (vegetable
market) would create unhy-
gienic conditions and nega-
tively impact the health of
fruit and vegetable con-
sumers, they said.

Therefore, they strongly
opposed this move and
called upon the CDA to
cancel this project immedi-
ately in the larger interest
of the citizens.

Addressing the meeting,
ICCI Acting President Faad
Waheed said that fruits and
vegetables businesses need
a neat and clean environ-
ment, but the construction

of a slaughterhouse in the
vicinity of Sabzi Mandi in
Islamabad would be against
the interest of these busi-
nesses as it would create a
bad smell in the area and
affect the environment.

He said that the concerns
of the business community
of Sabzi Mandi are genuine
and stressed that the CDA
should reconsider its plan
of constructing an abattoir
near the largest fruits and
vegetables market of the
twin cities and move this
facility out of the city to
save the businesses and cit-
izens from its unhealthy

consequences.
ICCI Vice President
Engineer Muhammad

Azhar ul Islam Zafar said
that according to the SOP
of the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization
(UNFAO), the slaughter-
house should be away from
residential ~ areas  and
emphasized that CDA
should follow the interna-
tional practice for setting
up this facility away from

the city.
Tahir Ayub, Convener,
Agro Trade Promotion

Committee of ICCI said
that the I-11/4 sector is
already facing the issue of
water shortage while an
abundant supply of potable
water and adequate facili-
ties for treatment and dis-
posal are required for a
slaughterhouse, which is
not possible in the said
area.

He urged the CDA to
immediately withdraw this
project to save the Sabzi
Mandi businesses from its
harmful consequences.

He further said that
Sabzi Mandi is also facing
double taxation from the
Market Committee and
CDA, which is unjustified.

He said that after the
establishment  of  the
Market Committee, CDA
is not doing any develop-
ment works in Sabzi
Mandi due to which the
condition of its infrastruc-
ture and other services has
deteriorated.
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Exports to
Afghanistan

increased

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s export of goods
and services to Afghanistan
witnessed an increase of
2.83 percent during the first
five months of current fis-
cal year (2022-23) as com-
pared to the exports of cor-
responding period of last
year, State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) reported.
The overall exports to
Afghanistan were recorded
at US $213.282 million dur-
ing July-November (2022-
23) against exports of US
$207.407 million during
July- November (2021-22),
showing growth of 2.83
percent, SBP data revealed.
On year-to-year basis,
the exports to Afghanistan
however decreased 23.46
percent from $48.686 mil-
lion in November 2022,

against the exports of
$37.263 million in
November 2021.

Meanwhile, on month-
on-month basis, the exports
to Afghanistan also dipped
by 23.73 percent during
November 2022 as com-
pared to the exports of
$48.860 million in October
2022, SBP data revealed.

Overall Pakistan’s expo-
rts to other countries wit-
nessed a decrease of 2.01
percent in first five months,
from US $ 12.313 billion to
US $ 12.065 billion, the
SBP data revealed.

On the other hand, the
imports from Afghanistan
into the country during the
period under review was
recorded at US $ 11.523
million against US $73.120
million last year, showing
decline of 84.24 percent in
July- November (2022-23).

On year-on year basis,
the import for Afghanistan
witnessed also decreased
by 94.58 percent from US
$25.368 million in
November 2021, against
the imports of US $1.373
million in November 2022.

On month-on-month bas-
is, the imports from Afgh-
anistan into country dipped
by 31.03% during Novem-
ber 2022, as compared to the
imports of US $1.991 mil-
lion during October 2022,
according to the data.

Pakistan’s trade with UAE to surpass
US $10.6 billion in 2023, says envoy

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
bilateral trade between
Pakistan and United Arab
Emirates is expected to
grow up to double from the
US$10.6 billion volume
achieved in 2021-2022,
Pakistan’s top diplomat in
the UAE said on
Wednesday.

The last calendar year
recorded a US$10.6 billion
in trade “the highest vol-
ume Pakistan had in the
Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region,” he
added.

“The potential is much
more. [ have been tasked by
the political leadership of
my country to increase
trade, promote business
opportunities, investment
and elevate cultural interac-
tion between Pakistan and
the UAE,” Pakistan
Ambassador to the UAE
Faisal Niaz Tirmizi said in
an interview with Emirates
News Agency.

The Ambassador said
that the UAE and Pakistan
were enjoying historic rela-
tions. “Pakistan was the
first country to send its
ambassador six months
before the formation of the
UAE.

“We sent our economic,
agriculture, and defence
advisors way before that,”
Tirmizi said.

“Pakistanis consider the
UAE their second home
and vice versa. The close
geographical  proximity
between the two countries
gives a great opportunity to
work together,” he further
stated.

Around 1.6 million
Pakistanis are residing in
the UAE and during 2020-
2021, they sent $6.11 bil-
lion in remittances.

The Ambassador con-
firmed that Pakistan has
started negotiations on the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership ~ Agreement
(CEPA) with the UAE and
hoped to have significant
progress by the year’s end.

“Yes, we are working on
this, it is very important.
The Ministry of Commerce
of Pakistan is in touch with
the relevant authorities in
the UAE and hopefully, we
will make some significant
progress on this agreement
before 2023.”

The UAE is the biggest
trading partner of Pakistan
in the MENA region, he
said, adding that CEPA
would provide an opportu-
nity for the two countries to
increase their bilateral trade
many folds.

The Ambassador high-
lighted three sectors name-
ly Fintech, IT, and Startups,
where Pakistan and the

UAE can further collabo-
rate.

“Last year, our exports
increased to US$3 billion in
these sectors. We have
skilled manpower and new
startups. I will be focusing
very closely on this,
because I think there are
immense opportunities
between the UAE and
Pakistan to further collabo-
rate.”

Ambassador Tirmizi said
that the UAE was the most
generous country that pro-
vided humanitarian relief to
flood-affected areas in
Pakistan, thanking Presi-
dent Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, for his
noble gestures.

The UAE established an
air bridge to transport
humanitarian aid to the
people affected by the
unprecedented floods.
“They have sent over 70
flights carrying relief
items,” he said. “This was
critical for those people
affected by the floods.”

The ambassador said
that the UAE has taken a
lead in climate change as it
is  hosting COP28 in
November 2023, and has
the headquarters of
IRENA, which is an inter-
governmental organisation
supporting countries in
their transition to sustain-

able energy.

“Climate  change is
something that is really
impacting the lives and
livelihood of so many peo-
ple,” he noted, adding that
Pakistan is only contribut-
ing less than 1 percent to
global greenhouse gas
emissions and is one of the
most vulnerable countries
to the impacts of climate
change.

“We have one flood in
10 — 20 years and in 2010
and 2011 we had two floods
and now the latest flood.
Glaciers in the north of the
country are disappearing,”
he said, stressing that cli-
mate change should be
addressed “as climate and
environment are the com-
mon heritage of our plan-
et”.

He said that as chair of
Group 77, Pakistan negoti-
ated the establishment of
loss and damage fund at the
Sharm el-Sheikh Climate
Change Conference (COP
27). “We will be carrying
forward the same thing that
those countries who have
been badly impacted by the
effect of climate change,
their issues have to be
addressed.”

The Ambassador said
that the UAE has taken a
lead in clean energy. “They
are investing both in tech-

nology and in projects like
solar, wind or any other
renewables.”

“Pakistan will be work-
ing closely with the UAE,
and you will see very soon
the fruition of these negoti-
ations that have already
started between the two
countries,” he added.
“Hopefully, we will see a
big project in renewables in
Pakistan.”

The ambassador identi-
fied some sectors where the
two countries can increase
their cooperation, saying
that Pakistan’s Indus valley
civilisation has contributed
richly to the world heritage.

We have Gandhara civil-
isation, a rich Islamic her-
itage, and a Sikh heritage
that we would like to pro-
mote in the UAE. Pakistan
pavilion at the Expo 2020
Dubai depicted the strong
culture and civilisation of
Pakistan, he said and
added, We want to promote
culture, music, and art foot-
print in the UAE and vice
versa.

“We will encourage
Emiratis as well as other
nationalities ~ to  visit
Pakistan and enjoy the rich
diversity, the natural beauty
of the country, and most
importantly the warmth of
the people,” the
Ambassador said.

Traders urged to take
advantage of Indonesia’s
emerging market

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Indonesian Ambassador to
Pakistan Adam Tugion
Wednesday urged Pakistani
businessmen to take advan-
tage of Indonesia’s emerg-
ing market.

During his visit to the
Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(RCCI), he said that
Indonesia ~ wanted  to
increase bilateral trade with
Pakistan and strengthen
business relations.

Adam said that
Indonesia could provide
opportunities to Pakistan
for trade and economic
activities in the Association
of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) market
with a population of 623
million, enhancing trade

growth between the two
countries.

He said that Pakistan and
Indonesia already had a
preliminary agreement on
the Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA), which
had boosted bilateral trade
in various sectors.

“Pakistan has a lot of
potential in traditional
herbal medicines and point-
ed out that herbal medi-
cines are receiving a very
positive response from the
world population.”

The Ambassador said
that the Indonesian
Embassy would participate
in the food festivals and
exhibitions organized by
the Chamber.

RCCI President Saqib
Rafiq briefed the

Ambassador about the
ongoing activities of the
Chamber. He said that there
was a need to enhance links
between the two countries
at the Chamber level and
between the private sectors
to increase the trade vol-
ume.

Saqib expressed the
hope that after signing the
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), bilateral trade and
economic activities
between both the countries
would be increased.

The RCCI president
highlighted vital areas,
including IT, Tourism,

pharmaceuticals, education
and culture, where bilateral
cooperation  could be
increased through chamber
platforms.

Trade deficit narrows by
32.65% in 1st half of FY23

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
trade deficit witnessed a
decline of 32.65 percent
during the first half of the
current fiscal year as com-
pared to the corresponding
period of last year, Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported.

The trade deficit during
July-December (2022-23)
was recorded at $17.133
billion against the deficit of
$25.438 billion in July-
December (2021-22), a
decline of 32.65 percent.

The exports during the
period were recorded at
$14.249 billion against
$15.125 billion last year,
showing a decline of 5.79
percent.

On the other hand, the
imports witnessed a sharp
decline of 22.63 percent by
falling from $40.563 billion

last year to $31.382 billion
during the current fiscal
year.

On year-on-year basis,
the exports from the coun-
try witnessed a decline of
16.64 percent and were
recorded at $2.304 billion
in December 2022 against
the exports of $2.764 bil-
lion in December 2021.

The  imports also
decreased to $5.161 billion
in December 2022 from
$7.580 billion in December
2021, showing negative
growth of 31.91 percent.

On  month-on-month
basis, the exports during
December 2022 declined
by 3.64 percent when com-
pare to the exports of
$2.391 billion in
November 2022.

The imports into the
country also declined by

0.41 percent in December
2022 when compared to the
imports of $5.182 billion in
November 2022, according
to the data.

Meanwhile, the services’
exports went up by 3.97
percent during the first five
months (July-November)
of the current fiscal year as
compared to the same peri-
od of last year.

The service trade dur-
ing the period under
review was recorded at
$2.259 billion against the
exports of $2.172 billion
last year.

Likewise, the import of
services witnessed 11.83
percent decrease by going
down from $3.483 billion
last year to $3.071 billion
during the current year,
according to PBS break up
of figures.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Shi-
pping activities reported at
the Port on Tuesday,where
two ships namely, Conti
Chivalry and HansaSealan-
cer carrying Containers and
Gas oil, berthed at Qasim
International ~ Containers
Terminal and FOTCO Oil
Terminal respectively.

Meanwhile six more
ships, Global Lady, Seas-
pan Chiba, Maersk Chica-
go, Zheng Hai, Al-Wajbah
and Margarita scheduled to
load/offload Bitumen,
Containers, Palm oil, LNG
and Mogas also arrived at
outer anchorage of the port
during the last 24 hour.

A total of 05 ships were
engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of
them two ships, High Seas
and Seaspan Chiba are
expected to sail on today in
the afternoon.

A Cargo volume of
93,088 tonnes, comprising
80,134 tonnes imports cargo
and 12,954 tonnes export
cargo, including container-
ized cargo carried in 1,217
Containers (455 TEUs
Imports and 762 TEUs
export) was handled at the
port during last 24 hours.

There are 25 ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them, 04
ships, Seaspan Chiba,
Maersk  Chicago, Al-
Wajbah and Gion Trader
carrying Containers, LNG
and Palm oil are expected
to take berths at QICT,
EETL and LCT on
Wednesday.

Petroleum sector
gets Rs296.10m
in five months

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
government has released
funds  amounting to
Rs296.10  million to
advance nine ongoing
petroleum-related projects
during the first five
months of the current fis-
cal year under the Public
Sector Development
Programme (PSDP 2022-
23) against a total alloca-
tion of Rs1.48 billion.

Out of the total dis-
bursement of Rs296.10
million, around Rs19.40
million have been spent on
petroleum  projects to
accelerate oil and gas
exploration activities dur-
ing a five-month period
(July-November 2022),
according to official data
available with APP.

As per the PSDP docu-
ment, the incumbent gov-
ernment had earmarked
Rs150.560 million for the
establishment of the
National Mineral Data
Centre (NMDC)
Directorate General of
Minerals, Rs303.700 mil-
lion for expansion and up-
gradation of Pakistan
Petroleum Corehouse
(PETCORE) for its sus-
tainable operations to
facilitate oil and gas
exploration research in
Pakistan (HDIP), Rs100
million for Geological
Mapping on 50
Toposheets, out of 354
unmapped Toposheets of

Outcrop Area of
Balochistan Province,
Rs70 million for Legal
Consultancy Services for
drafting of Model Mineral
Agreement and updating
of Regulatory Framework
(Federal and Provincial
Minerals/Coal
Departments) and Rs 200
million  for  Pakistan
National Research
Programme on Geological
Hazards (Earthquakes and
Landslides) - Data
Acquisition along Active
Faults and Identification
of Potential Landslides
Hotspot Zones.

Similarly, the govern-
ment specified Rs 224.809
million for strengthening
and  up-gradation  of
Karachi Laboratories
Complex (KLC) at HDIP
Operations Office,
Karachi, Rs100 million to
supply 10 MMCFD
gas/RLNG at the doorstep
(zero point) of Bostan
Special Economic Zone,
Balochistan (SSGCL), Rs
74.705 million to supply
13 MMCFD gas/RLNG at
the doorstep (zero point)
of Bin Qasim Industrial
Park Special Economic
Zone, Sindh (SSGCL) and
Rs256.735 million to sup-
ply 40 MMCFD
gas/RLNG at the doorstep
(zero point) of Allama
Igbal  Industrial  City
Special Economic Zone,
Faisalabad (SNGPL).
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Pant to have
surgery in Mumbai
NEW DELHI
(Agencies): India wick-
etkeepe Rishabh Pant is
to be flown to Mumbai
by air ambulance to
undergo surgery after
being injured in a car
crash last week. Pant
has been receiving
treatment at Max
Hospital in Dehradun.
The Board of Control
for Cricket in India
(BCCI) said the 25-
year-old will also have
"subsequent procedures
for ligament tears".
Police said Pant's car
flipped over twice and
caught fire after he
"dozed off" and lost
control. In a statement,
BCCI secretary Jay
Shah said: "The Board
will make every effort
to aid and expedite the
recovery process of
Rishabh and will pro-
vide him with all the
support he needs during
this  period." Pant
crashed on 30
December  between
Mangalaur and Nursan,
close to his hometown
of Roorkee in the
northern  state  of
Uttarakhand. Reports
in India said the Delhi
Capitals player suffered
injuries to his head,
back and leg.

Messi returns

to club duty
PARIS (Agencies):
Seventeen days after
guiding Argentina to an
epic World Cup final
victory over France,
Lionel Messi reported
back to work on
Wednesday, his French
club  Paris  Saint-
Germain announced.
The 35-year-old seven-
time Ballon d’Or win-
ner reported back to the
club’s training ground
as they prepare for
Saturday’s French Cup
tie at third tier side
Chateauroux.  Messi
scored  twice as
Argentina drew 3-3
with France in the
Qatar final, before pre-
vailing in the penalty
shoot-out. Since then
he has been celebrating
in Argentina and spend-
ing time with his fami-
ly. On Wednesday, he
was given a guard of
honour by his team-
mates at the training
ground, before being
presented with a small
trophy by PSG’s sport-
ing director  Luis
Campos, according to
images posted by the
club on its Twitter
account. Messi’s team-
mates Kylian Mbappe,
who scored a hat-trick
in a losing cause in the
final, and Morocco’s
Achraf Hakimi
returned to club duty
just three days after the
final with Brazil’s
Neymar checking in a
day later. Messi is
unlikely to play this
weekend, more proba-
bly making his return in
the home Ligue 1
match against Angers
next Wednesday.

‘Man City will

struggle’
LONDON (Agencies):
Pep Guardiola believes
Manchester City have it
all to do if they are to
overhaul leaders
Arsenal at the top of the
Premier League table.
Reigning champions
City can move back to
within five points of the
Gunners away to
Chelsea on Thursday
after Arsenal dropped
points in Tuesday's
goalless draw with
Newecastle. "We have to
reduce the gap by play-
ing good and winning
games, but  they
(Arsenal) get more than
100 points if they keep
this average and we
will not catch them,"
Guardiola told a pre-
match press confer-
ence on Wednesday.
"We have to be almost
perfect and hope they
drop points. Last night
they were still excel-
lent." Chelsea have
won just one of their
last seven Premier
League games but
Guardiola still expects
a difficult encounter
at Stamford Bridge.

"It's the Premier
League," the Spaniard
said. "They're all

tough. They're a tough
side, well-managed. It
doesn't matter what
position you are when
you go to Stamford
Bridge. It is always
difficult."

KARACHI: Saud Shakeel, righ, celebrates wth Sarfraz Ahmed after hitting a bo

third day of the second test cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand.

Pakistan off to a
winning start at British
Junior Open

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan's Ahmad Rayan
Khalil, Nauman Khan,

Azan Ali Khan and
Huraira Khan got off to a
flying start at British

Junior Open (BJO) Squash
Championship 2023 as
they all registered identi-
cal wins in the first round
matches of their respective
categories in Birmingham,
UK on Wednesday.
According to informa-
tion made available here

by  Pakistan  Squash
Federation, Ahmad Rayan
beat England's Aaron

Suthi 3-0 in boys U13 cat-
egory in a one-sided affair
by a game score of 11/2,
11/2, 11/2 to proceed to
the 2nd round.

In another boys Ul3
fixture, Nauman Dbeat
Kylen Calder of England
3-0 by a game score of
11/6, 11/2, 11/1.

Azan Ali overpowered
Thero Motshubi Botswana
3-0 in boys U15 category
by a game score of 11/4,
11/7, 11/5.

Huraira edged passed
Hennery Parkinson of
England 3-0 in boys U17

category by a game score
of 11/2, 11/7, 11/7.

Pakistan's Noor Zaman
is scheduled to feature in
boys U19 category, while
Mahnoor Ali is to feature
in girls U1l category. The
BJO is widely considered
as the second most presti-
gious junior open squash
competition after the
World  Junior Squash
Championships, which are
held for U19s only, leav-
ing the BJO as the de facto
World Championship for
the Ull, UI3, Ul5 and
U17 grades.

Inter-Constituency Games, Dir
Lower and DI Khan qualitied
for Women's Cricket Final

Shahid Afridi

PESHAWAR: 1In the
women's cricket event of
Inter-Constituency Games
2022, Dir Lor and DI Khan
teams managed to reach
the finals. Qualified for the
final by defeating them by
7 runs, on this occasion
Director Female Games

Rashida Ghaznavi, Deputy
Director Sports Syed Jafar
Shah, RSAO Swabi Tariq
Khan, RSAO DI Khan
Anwar Kamal Barki,
Cricket Coach Pervez were
the special guests.

Khan, Abed Afridi, Miss
Saira while Irfan Babu,
Bakhtiar and Aziz Khan
performed the duties of

match referees. Women's
cricket matches were
played  yesterday  at
Hayatabad Sports
Complex in connection
with the ongoing inter-dis-
trict games organized by
the Directorate of Sports
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In the first semi-final,
the Deir Lor team scored
68 runs for the loss of three
wickets in the allotted
overs, while Peshawar
scored 34 runs. was played
between the teams in
which DI Khan's team
scored 80 runs for the loss
of three wickets in the
allotted overs.

In which Ayesha per-
formed a brilliant game
and scored 35 runs.

In response, Swabi's
team scored 73 runs.
Similarly, DI Khan's team
won by 7 runs.

Djokovic set
to miss
key US

tournaments

LONDON (Agencies):
Novak Djokovic is set to
miss Indian Wells and the
Miami Open after the
United States extended its
requirement for interna-
tional visitors to be vacci-
nated against Covid-19.

Proof of vaccination will
be required to enter the
country until at least 10
April but Serbia's Djokovic
has previously said he is
unvaccinated.

Indian Wells and the
Miami Open - two of the
most prestigious tourna-
ments on the tennis calen-
dar outside the Grand
Slams - start on 6 and 20
March respectively.

Former world number |
one Djokovic, 35, is cur- |f

rently in Australia - 12
months after he was deport-
ed from the country before
the  Australian  Open
because of his vaccination
status.

Australia dropped its

vaccine requirements in ||

July and Djokovic's three-
year visa ban was over-
turned in November.

He is through to the sec-
ond round of the Adelaide
International as he contin-
ues his build-up to the
Australian Open, the first
major of the season, which
starts on 16 January.

Djokovic is a nine-time
champion in Melbourne
and is just one Grand Slam
title shy of Rafael Nadal's
men's record of 22.

Speaking about his
2022  experience  in
Australia, in which he was
detained and forced to
stay at an immigration
hotel, he said: "You can't
forget those events. It's
one of these things that
sticks with you, it stays
with you for I guess the
rest of your life.

"It was something that
I've never experienced
before, and hopefully
never again."

Regional football
premiere league
continues with zeal

Sahibzada Afridi

KOHAT: A 20 days sensa-
tional football competitions
are in progress in the Ani-
Narcotics Regional Football
Premiere League in Kohat
Sports Complex. 10 best
Clubs of Kohat, Hangu and
Darra Adam Khel are par-
ticipating in the League.
The teams are divided
into three groups. Ghani
Tigers Hangu, Young
Akhurwal and Dostan
Football Club are on the top
and so far got 2 points each.
The Regional Football
League is the joint effort of

Sports Department Kohat,
Kohat Cement Company
and OGDCL supported by
the District Administration
Kohat. Deputy
Commissioner Kohat
Furqan Ashraf formally
inaugurated the League in a
colorful program in pres-
ence of huge sports lovers
the other day. Inaugural
match of the League was
won by the Kohat League
defeating Hangu by 1 goal.

Deputy Commissioner
Kohat appreciated the hold-
ing of this useful event
which aimed to control the
menace of narcotics and

attract the new generation
towards  positive  and
healthy activities.

He while stressing the
youth to actively engage
their selves in such activi-
ties said that it must for a
healthy society and bright
future of the country. It also
had remarkable impact on
the capacity building of the
youth, he added.

He maintained, estab-
lishment of a healthy socie-
ty must be the prime objec-
tive of all assuring that the
district administration
would fully support such
activities in its true spirit.

Chitral Snow
Festival 2023

has concluded
F.P. Report

CHITRAL: Chitral Snow
Festival 2023 has conclud-
ed with enthusiasm.

Teams of male and
female students from vari-
ous educational institutions
of Chitral participated in
the festival.

The final match of the
event was played between
Bonny Environmental
Academy and Purwak
Academy, Lower Chitral.
On this occasion, an offi-
cial from the Canadian
High Commission per-
formed the duties of umpir-
ing for the final match.

Prizes were distributed
to the players who per-
formed well in the closing
ceremony.

Saud Shakeel strokes
maiden century but
New Zealand strike

KARACHI (APP): Saud
Shakeel registered his first
Test century in fifth appear-
ance but Pakistan threw
away  his  labourious
innings by losing four late
wickets for 12 runs on the
third day of the second Test
against New Zealand at the
National Bank Cricket
Arena on Wednesday.
Pakistan were on course
for closing out the day in a
comfortable position when
they reached 385 for five.
But as it has been a few

| times this season, they dra-
| matically lost four wickets

for 12 runs in 26 balls to end
the day at 407 for nine,
while replying to New
Zealand’s 449. The home
side still trails the visitors by
42 runs in the first innings.
Resuming at the
overnight score of 13 in
Pakistan’s 154 for three, the
27-year-old local lad fin-
ished the day at 124 not out.
He has been batting for
over eight hours, during
which he has received 336
balls and struck 17 fours.
The former Pakistan
Shaheens captain reached his
half-century from 173 balls,
while he took 67 balls to
score the next 50 runs to
reach the magical figures for
the first time in his ninth

innings and that too at his
home ground. The left-han-
der’s only blemish was when
at the score of 102, he played
a loose shot but got away
with it when Tom Latham
dropped a simple catch at
point off Tim Southee.

Saud made his debut this
season in the first Test
against England in
Rawalpindi and had scores
of 37, 76 (Rawalpindi), 63,
94  (Multan), 23, 53
(Karachi) and 22, 55 not
out (Karachi v NZ, Ist
Test) before this Test.

While Saud went on to
complete a memorable cen-
tury, his overnight partner
Imam-ul-Haq could only
add nine to his last evening’s
score before being caught at
the wicket off Tim Southee
for 83. Imam and Saud put
on 83 runs for the fourth
wicket in 215 balls.

Following Imam’s
departure, Saud found a
reliable ally in Sarfaraz
Ahmed as the two batters
put on 150 runs for the fifth
wicket in 238 balls.
Sarfaraz, who scored 86
and 53 in the previous Test
— his first since January
2019 — was unfortunate to
be declared stumped off
Daryl Mitchell after scoring
an attractive 78 off 109

balls with 10 elegant fours.

Saud then put on 53 runs
for the sixth wicket with
Salman Ali Agha. The part-
nership ended  when
Michael Bracewell took a
brilliant reflex action catch
in the slip off Ajaz Patel,
who later accounted for
Hasan Ali (four). Ish Sodhi
then dismissed Naseem
Shah (four) and Mir Hamza
on successive deliveries as
Pakistan slipped to 385 for
five to 397 for nine.

Patel finished the day at
three for 88, while Sodhi
scooped two for 94. Southee,
Matt Henry and Mitchell
picked up a wicket each.

Scores in brief:

New  Zealand  (Ist
innings) 449 all-out, 131
overs (Devon Conway 122,
Tom Latham 71, Matt
Henry 68 not out, Tom
Blundell 51, Kane
Williamson 36, Ajaz Patel
35, Henry Nicholls 26;
Abrar Ahmed 4-149,
Naseem Shah 3-71, Salman
Ali Agha 3-75)

Pakistan  (Ist innings)
(overnight 154-3) 407-9, 132
overs (Saud Shakeel 124 not
out, Imam-ul-Haq 83,
Sarfaraz Ahmed 78, Salman
Ali Agha 41, Babar Azam
24, Shan Masood 20; Ajaz
Patel 3-88, Ish Sodhi 2-94).

Minority Games kick off at
Islamia College Peshawar

FP. Report

PESHAWAR: The final
round of Inter District
Games kicked off here with
Member Provincial
Assembly Wilson Wazir’s
team won football match by
scoring a decisive goal
against his opponent team.

In cricket match, MPA
Ranjit Singh’s team scored
120 runs in 12 overs while
winning the toss and choos-
ing to bat first. Wazir team
was bowled out on 82.

The matches were
organised in connection
with the final round of
inter-district games organ-
ized by the Directorate of

Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa in Peshawar.
Matches of minority teams

Sports

were held on Islamia
College ground here.

A special ceremony was
also held in this regard
where apart from Vice-
Chancellor Islamia College
University Professor Gul
Majeed, Adviser to the
Chief Minister on Minority
Affairs Wazir Zada,
Provincial Assembly
Members Wilson Wazir,
Ravi Kumar, Sardar Ranjit
Singh,  Focal  Person
Nadeem Khan, Deputy
Director Sports Jamshed
Baloch, Sajid  Afridi,
Director Sports Islamia

College Ali Hoti and other
personalities were present.
In Le Ball, Wazir’s team
defeated Ravi Kumar team.
Members of the provincial
assembly in their addresses
lauded the provincial gov-
ernment and the sports
directorate for organizing

| the games. They said the

such games were organised
for the first time wherein
players from minority com-
munities participated.

There have been oppor-
tunities to play on such
grounds where the best
facilities were provided.
Vice-Chancellor Islamia
College University
Professor Gul Majeed wel-
comed the players and
organisers and said doors of
Islamia College are open
for minority players and
students.

The games were organ-
ised to carry forward vision

of Chief Minister
Mehmood Khan, Provincial
Sports Minister

Muhammad Atif Khan and
DG Sports Khalid Khan.
They said such opportuni-
ties would explore talent in
different games.

Mardan, Peshawar secure
win in PM Youth Talent Hunt
Women Hockey League

PESHAWAR (APP):
Spirited Mardan and strong
Peshawar recorded opening
day victory in the Prime

Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz  Sharif Youth
Women  Talent Hunt

Hockey League which got
underway here at Abdul
Wali Khan sports Complex
on Wednesday.

Former national athlete
Mariyyah Samin, Deputy
Director Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto Women University
formally inaugurated the
Championship with repre-
sentative and Assistant
Project Manager Higher

education Commissioner
(HEC) Iftikhar Alam.
Teams from Bannu,

Mardan, Peshawar, Swat
and Hazara are taking part
in the event which will
continue till January 10.

In the opening match,
Mardan defeated Hazara by
3-0 in which Nida, Mehaq
and Asma scored one goal
each in the 45th, 59th and
66th minute on the field
attempt. Both Mardan and
Hazara tied the tally till the
end of the first two quarters
but these were the two last
quarters in which Mardan
kept up the pressure and
scored three goals.

Hazara team members
played well but their front
line missed some sure
goals and thus giving
opportunities  to  the
Mardan team to strike
back. The Hazara goal-
keeper Muqadas was the
pick of the pack who saved

some sure goal chances.
Mugadas Jadoon was also
declared as the best player
of the match.

In the second match,
Peshawar defeated Swat
by 2-0, Momina and
Malika scored one goal
each against Swat. The
Swat team tried their hard-
est to level the match but
failed and thus Peshawar
won the match by 2-0.
Muhammad Waseem,
Muhammad Ali supervised
the match while Qazi
Najum and Kaleem Ullah
acted as field judges.

Earlier, the two-day
Prime Minister of Pakistan
Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif Youth Talent Hunt
Program Girls' Hockey
training and coaching camp
under qualified coaches
concluded at the same
venue of the Astro-Turf of
the Abdul Wali Sports
Complex, Charsadda.

A total of 125 selected
girls players from Hazara,
Malakand, Mardan, Bannu
and Peshawar Division
attended the camp.

Adviser to the Prime

Minister on Sports, Youth,
Culture and Political
Affairs for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Engr Amir
Mugam, Directorate
General Sports Higher
Education  Commission

(HEC), Directorate Sports
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto,
Vice Chancellor Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto Women
University (SBBWU)
Professor  Dr.  Shafia

Ahmad, Deputy Director
Sports SBBWU Mariyyah
Samin and Assistant Miss
Nousheen, Salma Faiz
supervising the Hockey
League.

The training and coach-
ing hockey camp is attend-
ed by 125 hockey players
who are selected in the
first phase under the pro-
gram at the regional level
from Bannu, Peshawar,
Swat, Mardan, Hazara and
Charsadda.

Talking to the media,
the  Coordinator  for
Women Hockey, Mariyyah
Samin said that all
arrangements have been
made and the girls players
were accommodated in
Abdul Wali Khan Sports
Complex Hostel. She said
after the camp, League
Hockey is being played
among all five teams and
the best players out of the
league would be selected
for the National Hockey
League. The two national
selectors from Karachi and
Lahore are also coming to
select 36 for 18 members
each team who would rep-
resent Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in  the
National Hockey League.

She said the best teams
from different zones are
participating in the National
League. The aim of which
is to prepare the best hock-
ey teams of Pakistan who
will represent the country
not only at the national but
also at the international
level in the future.
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IRSA releases
23,100 cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Wednesday  released
23,100 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
36,900 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1492.66 feet and
was 94.66 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
in the dam was record-
ed as 16,500 cusecs
while the outflow as
5,000 cusecs. The water
level in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam  was
1118.85 feet, which was
68.85 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and
outflow of water were
recorded 6,300 cusecs
and 4,000 cusecs
respectively. Whereas,
the release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 10,000,
16,400, 9,500 and 500
cusecs  respectively.
Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 8,700
cusecs of water was
released at Nowshera
and 5,400 cusecs was
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Deadlock with MQM
will end soon: Zubair

ISLAMABAD (APP):
PML-N leader
Muhammad Zubair on
Wednesday said that
our discussion with
Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (Pakistan)
MQM-P is going on,
hopefully, the deadlock
will end in a few days.
Talking to a private
media channel
Muhammad Zubair said
that the federal govern-
ment delegation would
hold talks with MQM-
Pakistan leaders and is
also likely to meet the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) leadership in
order to find a way out.
Answering a query,
regarding Maryam
Nawaz return, Zubair
said that she will come
back very soon and will
re-organize the party at
all functional tiers as
chief organizer. On eco-
nomic crises,
Muhammad Zubair said
that to overcome the
economic crisis, the
government should take
bold decisions and
move forward adding
that very soon they will
be able to provide relief
to the people.

Power suspension
programme
ISLAMABAD (APP):

Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(IESCO) on Wednesday

issued a power suspen-
sion programme for
Thursday for various
areas of its region due
to necessary mainte-
nance and routine
development work.
According to an IESCO
Spokesman, the power
supply of different
feeders and grid sta-
tions would remain sus-
pended for the period
from 09:00 AM to
02:00 PM, Islamabad
Circle CDA Flats,
Shaheed Millat,
Pandorian, Athal, Ghori
Garden, UC Road, F-
10, G-10 Center, 1-8/3,
1-10 /4, G-13/2, E-11/2,

NIH, AQ Khan,
Kaldana, Beirut,
Nimbal, Patriata, Upper
Topa, Bri Imam,

Sohdran Road Feeders,
Rawalpindi City Circle
City, F-Block, Abdul
Rehman, Shaheed
Mohammad Deen,
Khanna 1II, Muslim
Town, AFOHS,
Tamasamabad, Liaquat
Bagh, Gulshanabad,
Sarafa Bazar, Jinnah
Road, Igbal Road,
Quaidabad, Abubakar,
Kayani Road, Captain
Aamir, EME Complex,
P&T Wini, Zeeshan
Colony, MH-1&2,
NLC, 1I-16/1, Ratta
Feeders, Rawalpindi
Cantt Circle, Hyder
Road, Cantt, Dhok
Farman Ali, Jail Park,
Swan Garden. II, Park
View, Topi Pump, Lal
Karti, 502 Workshop,
Dhamial, Quaid-e-
Azam Colony, RA
Bazar, New GHQ,
CMH.I, Army Flats,
New Rawat, Kahota
City, Khawaja, Ghazan
Khan, Mandara, LTC,
Hameed Jhangi,
Mandara.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change, Senator Sherry Rehman meeting with Pakistan
Humanitarian Forum (PHF), Secretariat Team and Members Executive Committee.

Pakistan Railway ready
to speed up from 120km
to 160km per hour: Saad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Railways
Khawaja Saad Rafique
Wednesday said that all the
coaches imported from
China are perfectly fit and
compatible ~ with  the
Pakistan railways system.

“All the coaches are well
inspected by Pakistan
Railways, found complete-
ly fit, and will be operated
with Green Line which was
set to be started during the
current month,” said the
minister in a tweet.

The minister said that all
the coaches were inspected
thoroughly and after which
they were approved to run
on a trial basis.

Saad Rafique said that
after the successful trial, all
the coaches were now
ready to run and will be
seen running on the railway
tracks in couple of days.

He said false and base-
less propaganda by the
sponsored pages to under-

mine Pakistan Railways’
image and efforts to facili-
tate the passengers.

The minister said that
Pakistan Railways would
take legal action against the
pages spreading fake news
about the department.

It is pertinent to mention
here that Pakistan Railways
has received the first batch
of around 46 of the total
230 high-speed modern
coaches from China which
would not only help mod-
ernize the railway opera-

tions  rather  generate
enhanced revenue for the
department.

“The new coaches will
have the capacity to run at a
speed of 160 kilometers per
hour whereas the current
maximum speed limit of
trains is about 120 kilome-
ters per hour. These coach-
es  will  significantly
improve train service.”

The modern coaches
would offer an improved

train travel experience in
the country to 220 million
people, many of whom rely
on trains for long journeys.
“The new coaches com-
prise economy, AC stan-
dard, and AC parlour class-
es for passengers and lug-
gage and brake vans.

Pakistan Railways had
carried out a test run of the
new coaches on the Main
Line-I (ML-I) starting
from Karachi to Peshawar
via Rohri, Sukkar,
Bahawalpur, Khanewal,
Lahore, and Rawalpindi
before beginning the com-
mercial travel.

After receiving 46 com-
pletely built units (CBUs)
manufactured in China,
Pakistan Railways would
soon begin manufacturing
of 184 similar coaches at its
carriage factory in
Islamabad with the assis-
tance of Chinese engineers
under the technology trans-
fer agreement.

Bhutto’s sacrifices for restoration,
promotion of democracy to be
remembered forever, NA Speaker

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Assembly (NA)
Speaker Raja  Pervaiz

Ashraf, paying tribute to
Quaid-e-Awam  Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, on
Wednesday said his sacri-
fices for the restoration and
promotion of democracy
would always be written in
golden words in the politi-
cal annals of the country.

He expressed these
views in a message on the
occasion of the 95th birth-
day of Shaheed Bhutto,
which is observed every
year on 5th January with
devotion and respect.

The NA speaker said
Shaheed Bhutto sacrificed
his life for the sake of the
country but did not bow his

head in front of a dictator.

He said Shaheed Bhutto
gave Pakistan a unique
position in the world of
Islam due to his leadership
skills, adding that he
played a very important
role in the development of
the country. He said Quaid-
e-Awam also passed the
unanimous Constitution of
1973 besides organizing
the second Islamic summit
in Lahore in 1974 and
brought together the heads
of all Muslim countries on
one platform. He said
Shaheed Bhutto was the
founder of Pakistan's
nuclear programme and
played a significant role in
making Pakistan a nuclear
power.

Raja  said  Shaheed
Bhutto desired to make
Pakistan an Islamic welfare
state in which all citizens
had equal rights and could
lead a prosperous life.

He said under the leader-
ship of Pakistan Peoples
Party Co-Chairman Asif
Ali  Zardari, Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
were committed to provid-
ing a bright future to the
country.

He expressed his
determination that the
struggle would continue
till the completion of
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto and Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto's mission
of the country's develop-
ment and prosperity.

INGOs collaboration imperative
for building climate resilient
Pakistan: Sherry Rehman

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal =~ Minister  for
Climate Change Senator
Sherry Rehman said that
collaboration of interna-
tional organizations was
imperative for building cli-
mate resilient Pakistan as
the country was gearing up
to support rehabilitation
and recovery, amid funding
constraints of 33 million
affected population devas-
tated by unprecedented
floods of the history.

The Minister said this in
a meeting with the delega-
tion of country directors of
International non-govern-

mental organizations
(INGOs) on the panel of
Pakistan Humanitarian

Forum (PHF) as part of con-
sultations for the
International Conference on
Climate Resilient Pakistan,
scheduled to be held in
Geneva on January 9, 2023,
said a news release received
here on Wednesday.
Talking with the delega-
tion, Senator Rehman said,
“This high-level
Conference in Geneva aims
to marshal international
support for the people and

Government of Pakistan to
move forward on recovery
as soon as possible after the
country went through the
world’s worst climate event
in living memory."

"The plan to rehabilitate,
recover and rebuild with
resilience is urgent, but we
faced a huge funding gap
even for first order recovery
needs, given that we are
servicing rehabilitation and
relief for 33 million people.
This is too large a number for
any country to rehabilitate on
our own," she added. The
minister underlined that the
government's costing of $16
billion for reconstruction of
damaged infrastructure in a
flood-resilient mode was not
enough to cover full climate
resilience, adding, "but we
cannot wait, as another sea-
son of extreme weather
could well hit us before we
even begin rebuilding."

To this end, she said the
government of Pakistan
was co-hosting an interna-
tional climate resilient
Pakistan conference where
its objective would be to
present  the  Resilient
Recovery, Rehabilitation

and Reconstruction
Framework (4RF), com-
prising of plans and

arrangements for the post-
floods’ recovery, rehabilita-
tion, and reconstruction and
forging long-term partner-
ships for building
Pakistan’s climate
resilience and adaptation.
"The conference will be
co-chaired by the Prime

Minister of Pakistan,
Mian Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif  and

Secretary General of the
United Nations, Antonio
Guterres. We are grateful
to the support of our inter-
national partners and we
are looking forward to
exploring concrete ways
and means to build
Pakistan’s long-term cli-
mate resilience and adap-
tation including the articu-
lation of provincial per-
spectives.”

The federal minister
commended the humani-
tarian relief efforts done
by the INGOs in

Pakistan, especially in the | | @&

aftermath of the cata-
strophic floods that impact-
ed 33 million people.

Zardari felicitates
supporters on
ZAB’s birth
anniversary

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Pakistan Peoples
Party Parliamentarians
(PPPP) Asif Ali Zardari on
Wednesday felicitated the
supporters of the Party on
the birth anniversary of the

founding chairman of
Pakistan Peoples Party
Shaheed  Zulfikar Ali

Bhutto. Quaid-e-Awam was
still ruling over the hearts of
millions of people even
after 43 years of his judicial
killing, he said in his mes-
sage issued by his office.

President Zardari said
the graves of the murderers
of the people’s leader,
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto and
those who were involved in
his assassination conspiracy
were deserted. President
Zardari said Quaid-e-Awam
was a gift bestowed upon
the people that had been
oppressed and exploited for
a long time and added that
Quaid-e-Awam taught the
people how to think, speak
and live with dignity.

He said the Quaid-e-
Awam clashed with the
powerful forces of the
world  for  Pakistan’s
nuclear capability. Asif Ali
Zardari said that Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto gave
right to have a passport to
every citizen, so they could
make their country proud in
any corner of the world.

Sanjrani favours
Tayyip Erdogan for

Nobel Peace Prize

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Sadiq
Sanjrani through a letter has
officially registered the nom-
ination in favour of Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan for the "Nobel
Peace Prize". In a letter
addressed to the Norwegian
Nobel =~ Committee  on
Wednesday Chairman
Senate has favours Turkish
President for his efforts to
resolve the Ukrainian crisis,
said a press release issued.
Chairman Senate said
that Russia-Ukraine war
had quickly turned into a
nuclear flashpoint that
could have ended in catas-
trophe for the whole world.
Due to his untiring efforts,
timely and effective inter-
ventions with both sides,
Tayyip Erdogan single-
handedly averted a global
disaster, he said. He further
added  that  President
Erdogan is a true statesman
and leader, who always
strives for the betterment
and prosperity of not just
his country, but the region
and the world in general.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Adviser to Prime

. | Minister on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-
- | Baltistan Qamar Zaman Kaira has urged
| the United Nations on the occasion of

Kashmir Right to Self-Determination Day
to ensure the implementation of its resolu-
tions passed for the right of self-determi-
nation of Kashmiris.

Thousands of Kashmiris have sacrificed
their lives for the great cause, said a press
release. He said that today, apart from
implementing the resolutions of the United
Nations, India is flouting human rights in
the occupied valley and not a day passes in
Occupied Kashmir when innocent
Kashmiri youths are not martyred.

He said that India is pursuing Israeli-
style policies in Occupied Kashmir and is
changing the demography of Occupied
Kashmir under the illegal and unilateral
measures of August 5, 2019 to reduce the
proportion of Muslim population in
Occupied Kashmir.

He said that India is trying to achieve its
nefarious goals through extrajudicial
killings and genocide of Kashmiris.

Adviser on Kashmir Affairs said that all

Kaira urges UN to ensure
true implementation of
self-determination
resolution for Kashmiris

these actions of India are in open violation
not only of the United Nations but also of
all international laws and the Fourth
Geneva Convention.

He urged the United Nations and the
international community to take immedi-
ate steps to prevent Indian state terrorism
in Occupied Kashmir and fulfill their
responsibilities to give Kashmiris their
right to self-determination.

Qamar said that he will continue to
raise his voice for the Kashmiris' right to
self-determination and will not back down
even an inch from their support.

He said that Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari are fighting for the rights
of Kashmiris at all world forums.

He said that India is not paying atten-
tion to these efforts and this is the reason
why there was a protest against Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari in India.

The series of fighting on the forums
will continue until the full implementation
of the resolutions of the United Nations
Security Council for the right of Kashmiris
to self-determination.

E

ISLAMABAD (APP): Higher Education
Commission (HEC) was performing the
quality assurance review of the universi-
ties on regular basis and so far, 133 uni-
versities across the country have been
reviewed on standards set forth by HEC.

According to official sources, HEC by
its ordinance was empowered to cause
evaluation of the performance of institu-
tions. The Quality Assurance Agency
(QAA) of HEC was mandated to initiate
several programmes to safeguard mini-
mum standards of quality among Higher
Education Institutions (HEIls) across the
country. Institutional  Performance
Evaluation (IPE) was one of the key com-
ponents of QAA-HEC Pakistan to safe-
guard standards and provide a platform for
improvement and promote a culture of
quality in the higher education sector
across Pakistan.

IPE was a holistic evaluation program
that provides a platform to have an institu-
tion-wide review of the HEIs.

It was a Peer Review Process that aims

EC reviews performance
of 133 universities so far

at improving the overall institutional qual-
ity IPE consists of eleven (11) standards
and these standards are used to review
overall institutional development and the
effectiveness of teaching and learning.

The standards include Mission
Statement and Goals Planning and
Evaluation, Organization and Governance,
Integrity, Faculty, Students, Institutional
Resources, Academic program and
Curricula, Public  Disclosure  and
Transparency, Assessment & Quality
Assurance, and Student Support Service.

IPE review was a five-year cyclical
activity to evaluate institutional perform-
ance on the aforementioned standards. IPE
(the review process) was divided into three
steps: the first being the pre-review step
(data  collection  process  through
University Portfolio Report (UPR).

The second step was the execution of
the review (physical inspection) and the
third step was post-review activities that
includes sharing of the IPE review report
with the universities.

World Braille

observed as
reminder to uplift

EOBI launching
one window
operation soon
ISLAMABAD (APP):

Chairman Employees Old
Age Benefits Institution

Day

ISLAMABAD (APP):
World Braille Day was
marked on Wednesday
around the globe, includ-
ing Pakistan as a reminder
for providing accessibility
and independence to the
blind/visually-impaired
persons.

Talking to APP, in con-
nection with World Braille

Day, Director of
Pakistan’s  first  ever
Braille Book Corner

'Gosha-i-Noor' Raja Javed
Igbal said that National
Library of Pakistan (NLP)
opened a library for spe-
cial persons in 2018,
marking the birth anniver-
sary celebrations week of
Louis Braille - the inven-
tor of Braille system for
visually impaired persons.

He said more than 50
braille books, including
copies of The Holy Quran
have been placed in this
corner, while around
7,000 other books were
available, "and the num-
ber is being increased
gradually.”

He said that computers

blind persons

with the latest relevant
software and other neces-
sary material was avail-
able in the corner which
"is helping the students
and disabled persons with
their assignments and
researches."

Gosha-i-Noor had a sit-
ting capacity of 35 per-
sons and that was being
utilized to organize differ-
ent events for disabled
persons, he said adding
that the corner was avail-
able for disabled persons
free of charge.

He said that ramps,
wheel chairs and dedicat-
ed staff was available at
Gosha-i-Noor to assist the
special persons.

Director of Pakistan’s
first ever Braille Book
Corner  'Gosha-i-Noor'
Raja Javed Igbal said,
"Braille literacy is an
important factor for pro-
viding equal opportunities
to people with blindness,
and this day spreads
awareness about braille
and other accessible forms
of communication."

(EOBI) here on Wednesday
briefed the National
Assembly Standing
Committee on pension pay-
ment criteria of EOBI pen-
sioners and deliberation on
the establishment of one win-
dow operation in all EOBI
offices to cater to the old age
pensioners/windows. He also
explained that for one win-
dow operation, the steps are
to be initiated from the bigger
cities, said a press release.

In this regard, a proper
strategy needs to be devised in
consultation with Operation
Team for the consolidation of
benefits cycles in mega cen-
ter. The NA body meeting on
Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource
Development(OP & HRD)
was held here under the
Chairmanship of Sheikh
Fayyaz ud Din, MNA, at
Parliament House. Special
Assistant to Prime Minister
on Overseas Pakistanis was
also present in the meeting.
The Secretary Ministry of

Overseas  Pakistanis &
Human Resource
Development briefed the

Committee on appointment,
deputation and re-appoint-
ments for the last four years.
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Ministry of Education.
.

(" Reconstruction completed 1

LOGAR (Agencies): Education officials of
Logar province on Wednesday said that the
reconstruction work of 12 school buildings
in the province.
Provincial Education spokesman said that
the reconstruction work of nine school
buildings was funded UNICEF with an
amount of 100,000 USA dollars and the
repairing of three other school buildings that
cost 1.5 million Afghanis paid by the
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21 drug dealers arrested

KABUL (Agencies): The Interior Ministry,
reported arresting 21 people across the
country on charge of drug dealing, traffick-
ing and using alcoholic beverages. Anti-
narcotics police arrested twenty-one people
on charge with drug trafficking and alcohol
separate
Sar-i-pl,
Badakhshan, Khost and Nimroz provinces
said the Ministry Interior in a statement

operations  in
Kapisa, Takhar,

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Afghanistan exports
5,000 tons of pine nuts

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Ministry of Industry and
Commerce (MoIC) on
Wednesday  said  that
Afghanistan has exported at
least 5,000 tons of pine nuts
worth $53 million in the
past nine months.

The ministry said that
most of the pine nuts were
sent to China through the
air corridor.

“At least 2200 tons of
pine nuts have been export-
ed to China and 700 tons of
pine nuts were exported
through the air corridor,”

said Akhundzada Abdul
Salam Jawad, a spokesman
for the ministry.

Investors said that the
country’s pine nuts are one
of the most demanded
products in the world mar-
kets and that the resump-
tion of the air corridor help-
ed the exports to increase.

“Pine nuts are the
biggest export materials for
our country and the most
demanded products in the
world markets,”  said
Mahbubullah Mohammadi,
an investor.

Analysts  said  that
Afghanistan can have more
income through increased
pine nuts exports to world
markets.

“We will have more
income if we have exports
directly from Afghanistan
to other countries,” said Az-
rakhsh Hafizi, an analyst.

Figures from the pine
nuts producer union show
that Afghanistan produces
at least 10,000 tons of pine
nuts every year, most of
which are produced in
Khost and Paktia provinces.

Displaced families
received cash assistance

BAGHLAN (Agencies): in
cooperation United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees, the Ministry of
Refugees and Repatriation
distributed cash aids to
eight hundred displaced
families in  Baghlan
province.

The United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHRC) in
coordination with the
Ministry of Refugees and
Repatriation started dis-
tributing winter aid to
hundreds of displaced
families in  Baghlan,
and820 displaced families
820 received cash aid in
the province, said a state-
ment released by the
Ministry.

Each family received
275 US dollars after a sur-
vey conducted by United
Nations High Commis-
sioner  for  Refugees
(UNHRC) and in coopera-
tion by the ministry of
refugees and repatriation.

Woman opened
her own food
production factory

BAGHLAN (Agencies): A
woman opened a food fac-
tory production in Baghlan,
with a cost of two million
Afghanis. For starters the
factory provided job oppor-
tunities to 30 other women
in that province.

A manager in the
Khurasan factory, Zarmina
Nawabi said that in this fac-
tory, all kinds of pickles,
jams, pastes, and about fif-
teen types of sweets, incl-
uding cakes, Cookies, etc.,
are produced. She assured
on the quality of the food
produced in this factory,
said that all the products is
natural here in the produc-
tion of food and domestic
raw materials are used.

Meanwhile, Ms. Nawabi
complained om the poor
sales market, but she said

that she is happy to provide
work for several women in
the city of Pul Khomri. She
asked the citizens to use
pure national products to
grow and strengthen the fi-
nancial base of the country.

Small female production
factories as important in the
growth of women’s econo-
my said Farkhunda an
employee of the factory,
said that we were suffering
from unemployment and
strangeness at home; It’s
been a while, we have been
working at home, we have
learned business and help
in the family economy.

In addition to the Khu-
rassan production factory,
several other small food and
non-food production facto-
ries for women are active in
the city of Pol Khomri.

70 drug
addicts

recover

PUL-E-KHUMRI
(Xinhua): A total of 70
drug addicts have recov-
ered and rejoined their fam-
ilies in Afghanistan’s north-
ern Baghlan province, pro-
vincial police spokesman
Mawlawi Shir Ahmad Bur-
hani said on Wednesday.

Talking to reporters
here, the official said that
police rounded up 70 drug
addicts 45 days ago and
shifted them to a drug reha-
bilitation center in the
provincial capital Pul-e-
Khumri for treatment.

Rehabilitation of a drug
addict requires at least six
months, the official said,
adding “fortunately the 70
addicts in the Zindagi Dob-
ara treatment camp have
been recovered” and sent to
their homes very recently.

A total of 1,240 drug
addicts have been treated
and recovered in the reha-
bilitation center of Baghlan
province over the past sev-
eral months, Burhani said.

More than 3 million
drug addicts reportedly
have been living in the war-
ravaged Afghanistan.

The Taliban-run admin-
istration, which has banned
poppy cultivation and drug
trafficking, has vowed to
keep the country from drug
menace and addiction.

Al-Gharafa releases
80 missile birds in wild

FARAH (Agenc.i-es)l: A Q‘eit— .

ari foundation Al-Gharafa
80 rare birds in the wild in
Farah, while the head of
Tourism Department of the
Ministry of Information
and Culture were present.
The CEO of Al-Gharafa
charity foundation, head of
Environmental Protection,
and some other local offi-
cials of Farah province
were present while, the

charity releasmg the rare
birds in the wild in that pro-
vince, according to reports.
80 rare birds from the
farm of this camp were
released in the open air for
breeding after one year of
training, said reports.
Officials of the Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection said that accord-
ing to the procedure and
agreement of the National

IE leaders to
pay attention

on edu sector

KABUL (Agencies):
Deputy Prime Minister of
the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, Mawlavi
Abdul Salam Hanafi met
with figures and elders of
Kabul and Takhar.

According to a state-
ment, their elders, during a
meeting called for the
attention of the Islamic
Emirate on the country’s
education sector.

They termed it important
building consolidate rela-
tions between the Islamic
system and the people.

Hanafi hailed elders of
the mentioned provinces,
and called Afghanistan the
common home for all
Afghans, adding that cur-
rently there are no restric-
tions for any person in the
country and all members of
the society enjoy complete
freedom.

He assumed education is
the most important issue in
the country and stated that
the officials of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan pay
special attention to the
issue of education.

Youths given
with job
opportunities

BAGHLAN (Agencies):
The Rural Rehabilitation
and Development Depar-
tment in cooperation with
the private organizations
has created job opportuni-
ties for 290 people in
Baghlan province.

The provincial Rural
Rehabilitation and Develo-
pment department spoke-
sman Nasir Ahmad said
that the department has cre-
ate work opportunities for
290 people, who have suf-
fered from the economic
crisis in the province.

These people were
employed in several devel-
opment  projects  and

received a monthly pay-
ment of 8500 Afghanis by
the World Food Programme
in the province. The people
will be employed for Nine
months until the project’s
completion in the province.

IEA committed addressing
trade unions probems

KABUL (Agencies): The
Deputy Prime Minister,
Mawlavi Abdul Kabir, in a
meeting with a number of
truck unions’ members,
said that the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan is
committed addressing the
problems of all trades
unions in the country.
According to a statement
released by Arg, the Deputy
Prime Minister, Kabir, met
with a numbers truck unions
members in Sepadar palace.

P S

The head of trucks
unions, Samiullah said that
with the regain sovereignty
of the Islamic Emirate, easy
services has been provided
in the activity of cargo
vehicles, extortions have
been eliminated, the securi-
ty of supply and the speed
of work have increased.

In the meantime, he also
raised some of the prob-
lems of truck owners and
drivers, during the meeting
with Deputy Prime

Minister, Kabir.

For his part, Deputy PM
Kabir, said that the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan will
address their problems,
reminded them that he will
share their suggestions and
with the relevant authorities.

Based on another news,
Mawlavi Kabir, met with
the leadership members of
the Rish khor People’s
Council of Kabul.

The head of the People’s
Council of the Rish khor

area, shared some of the
problems of their commu-
nity with deputy Prime
Minister, according to a
statement.

Deputy Prime Minister,
Kabir, assured the members
of the leadership council of
Rish khor, that he will share
their problems with the rel-
evant authorities of the
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan and take the
necessary measures to
address their problems.

Afghanistan’s super car model
puts nation on map

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Despite recent restrictions
barring women from public
life by the IEA authorities,
the development of a super-
car called ‘Mada 9’ puts the
nation on the map for dif-
ferent reasons this time.

The racer car is described
as ‘the country’s Bugatti’
after it went viral on social
media. The engineering
team behind Mada 9 put a
test of the racer on snowy
roads in Kabul on December
29, depicting the car’s supe-
riority and that it is powered
with all-wheel drive.

Muhammed Reza
Ahmadi, the CEO of Entop
auto studio in Afghanistan,
and his team members have
designed and produced the
first  Afghanistan-made
sports car for the Technical
Vocational Education and
Innovation  Center  of
Afghanistan.

The designing team led
by Muhammad Reza
Ahmadi decides to display
the racer in the upcoming
Qatar Exhibition 2023,
intended to catch the atten-
tion of the world’s leading
automobile companies and

investors.

“We thank the authori-
ties of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) and
the people for their
immense support towards
making this project suc-
cessful. We also suggest the
national investors provide
our team the financial sup-
port and invest in this mega
project in the manufactur-
ing stage,” Muhammad
Reza Ahmadi said.

The Mada 9 is a daring
effort with the potential to
be a defining moment for
the car industry in war-torn

Afghanistan. The country
so far has nothing in the
automotive industry, how-
ever, the successful imple-
mentation of this project
can be a turning point, with
the possibility of potential
investors considering the
project and Afghanistan a
lucrative market in the long
term.

This comes as foreign
investment in Afghanistan
is currently zero, primarily
due to the prolonged con-
flict, and political and eco-
nomic instability in the
country.

Residents complaln lack of drmklng water

TALOQAN (Pajhwok): A

number of residents of Kh- |

waja Ghar district in north-
ern Takhar province have
complained against the lack
of clean drinking water.

They said their children
suffered from kidney prob-
lems due to consuming
unhealthy water.

Islamuddin, a resident of
Hazar Bagh area, told
Pajhwok Afghan News: “We
have been deprived of safe
drinking water for years, my
children have been affected
by kidney problems for the
last two years, and I'm
unable to treat them.”

He said he visited hospi-
tals many times and diag-
nosis showed dehydration.

Faizullah, another resi-

dent, said: “i;m 40 years
old now, I have not been
benefited from clean drink-

ing water so far, we had
several times shared the
issue with previous govern-

ment but had no result.”
People of this area col-
lected water from snow and

rain due to lack of potable
water, he added. He urged
the caretaker government to
address the problem in the

.~ earliest possible.

Abdul Karim, another
resident, said: “Due to lack
of clean drinking water, our
children were suffering
from different diseases in
the four seasons.”

However, Mohibullah
Hamid, head of rural reha-
bilitation and development
department, acknowledged
the issue of lack of water in
Hazar Bagh area.

He termed negligence of
the former government the
cause behind the matters
and gave assurance the
department would take
action.

Second winter under Taliban:

Pneumonia cases in Afghanistan spike as
families struggle to keep themselves warm

KABUL (Agencies):
Afghanistan is witnessing
a steep rise in pneumonia
cases, with the disease
having spread rapidly in
children under the age of
five last year as the coun-
try continues to weather a
second winter under the
Taliban rule.

Data shared exclusively
by the International Comm-
ittee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) showed pneumonia
cases in the country surged

| by 35 per cent in 2022,
|| compared to the caseload

just two years ago.
While a total 157,732

_ | cases were reported in

- | 2021 in the 33 hospitals

Environmental Protection
Agency with Al-Gharafa
Charity Foundation, several
more birds will be released
in the desert of Farah
province in the future.

Missile birds in Farah is
one of the deeds of Al-
Gharafa organization, that
every year more than 200
birds from the group of
these birds are released in
the wild life.

supported by the ICRC in

Afghanistan, this number

increased to 213,049 last
year.

The reported pneumo-
nia cases in children under
five almost doubled from
87,895 in 2021 to 135,056
last year, according to the
international agency.

A near 16 per cent spike
was reported in pneumo-
nia cases among individu-
als over five years, with
80,993 cases last year
compared to 69,837 cases
in 2021.

Winter has also con-
tributed to increased inci-
dence and severity of res-
piratory infections, said
the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

The global health
agency said it also
observed a significant
surge in cases of pertussis,
also known as whooping
cough, caused by the high-
ly contagious Bordetella
pertussis bacterium, and
measles.

According to the WHO,
a total 64 suspected per-
tussis cases were reported
in November last year
while at least 2,396 newly
suspected measles cases,
including seven associated
deaths, were reported in
the same time — a jump of
15.3 per cent from a month
earlier.

The majority of the
cases were reported in
children under five years
of age, as per the WHO.

Raising concerns about
the challenges faced by
patients in the country,
ICRC says malnutrition is
one of the reasons leading
to an increase in respirato-
ry diseases in children in
Afghanistan.

“Child malnutrition
cases are already 90 per
cent higher this year com-
pared to all of 2021, rising
from 33,000 cases to over
63,000 so far this year,”
explained ICRC’s Afgh-
anistan-based spokesper-
son Lucien Christen.

“And it is widely
known that malnutrition is
a leading contributor to
respiratory diseases,” he
adds.

“Over the past few
years, the country has
observed a significant
increase in malnutrition
and this is directly related
to economic turmoil in the
country.

“People don’t have
enough money, as a result,
they don’t have enough
means to buy food or
clothes or wood to keep
themselves warm,” he
shares. “Even children are
forced to work in the
streets and turn into bread-
winners for their families”

The humanitarian situa-

tion in the country
“remains critical,” the
WHO said.

“Despite the efforts of
WHO, UN and other
health partners, there are

still more than 13 million
people (about 32 per cent
of Afghans) living in areas
with no access to basic
health services,” says Dr
Luo Dapeng, the agency’s
representative in
Afghanistan.

“Twenty eight out of 70
major public hospitals are
currently without fund-
ing,” he shares, adding
that over 1,200 health
facilities and more than
11,000 health workers are
not covered through pre-
dictable support. “This
includes 40 public hospi-
tals used to provide Covid-
19 treatment.”

The unprecedented
level of malnutrition is
especially worrying, Dr
Dapeng said.

He warned that a com-
bination of factors, includ-
ing widespread malnutri-
tion, measles, Covid, acute
watery diarrhea and a
struggling health system
“will lead to an increase in
preventable illness and
death unless urgent action
is taken”.

“Afghanistan has the
highest number of people
in emergency food inse-
curity in the world,” he

says.

“One in two people do
not know where their next
meal is coming from, one
in four pregnant women
and one in two children
are malnourished.”

“Malnutrition  leaves
people with weakened
immunity, which makes
them more vulnerable to
illness and to severe com-
plications and death from
diseases like measles and
other infectious diseases
such as pneumonia — espe-
cially children.”

While he lauds the
international community
for help in preventing the
collapse of the country’s
health system, he says
there is “much more” to
support “availability,
quality and affordability
of services for all
Afghans”.

The WHO needs up to
“$350m to scale up the
response to ongoing emer-
gencies and emerging
health needs”, including
the expansion of coverage
and bettering heath-serv-
ice delivery, especially in
underserved areas, as well
as eradicating polio, he
explained.
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ISLAMABAD: Female Pakistani Medical studying in Afghanistan olding protest in favour o their

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan on
Wednesday rejected the “baseless and
frivolous” accusations made by
Indian External Affairs Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, calling
the Indian official's tirade a “reflec-
tion of growing frustration” over
New Dehli’s failure to malign and
isolate Islamabad.

Earlier this week, the Indian minis-
ter made a veiled attack on Pakistan
during a press conference in Vienna
along with his Austrian counterpart
Alexander Schallenberg. “We spoke
on the threats to international peace
and security that are posed by terror-
ism, including its cross-border prac-
tices, violent extremism, radicalisa-
tion and fundamentalism. Their
effects cannot be contained within a
region especially so when they are
deeply connected to narcotics and
illegal weapons trade, and other
forms of international crime. Since

the epicentre is located so close to
India, naturally our experiences and
insights are useful to others,” he
alleged.

Responding to media queries
today, Foreign Office Spokesperson
Mumtaz Zehra Baloch said:
“Pakistan rejects the baseless and
frivolous accusations made by the
Indian External Affairs Minister. His
latest tirade is a reflection of growing
frustration over India’s failure to
malign and isolate Pakistan.” She
said that for the last several years,
India has engaged in a malicious
campaign to mislead the international
community through a fictitious narra-
tive of victimhood and vile anti-
Pakistan propaganda. “This practice
must stop.”

The official added that India’s con-
tinued anti-Pakistan diatribe cannot
hide its brazen involvement in
fomenting terrorism on Pakistan’s

Thursday, January 05, 2023

Pakistan rejects India’s
‘baseless, frivolous’
accusations on terrorism

soil; nor can it conceal the reality of
state-sponsored terrorism in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK). “Instead of point-
ing fingers at others, India should
itself end its involvement in terror-
ism, subversion, and espionage
against Pakistan.”

Only a few weeks ago, she said, a
dossier was released containing
irrefutable evidence that substantiat-
ed India’s involvement in the 2021
terrorist attack in a peaceful Lahore
neighbourhood. “From the death of
over 40 Pakistani nationals on
Indian soil in the 2007 Samjhota
Express tragedy to the arrest of
Kulbhushan Jadhav, a serving
Commander of the Indian Navy,
from within Pakistan in 2016, the
evidence of Indian involvement in
terrorism and sabotage is irrefutable
and spans over decades and geogra-
phies,” she recalled.

Govt chalks out
outsourcing
plan for airports

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government has pre-
pared the outsourcing plan
for Islamabad, Lahore and
Karachi airports, sources
said on Wednesday. The
Civil Aviation Authority has
finalized the framework on
the instructions of the prime
minister, sources said. “A
tender will be published in
international journals for
outsourcing of the airports,”
sources said.

According to sources, the
government has decided for
outsourcing of Karachi,
Islamabad and Lahore air-
ports. “The government has
planned to prefer friendly
countries for airports’ out-
sourcing,” according to
sources. “The firms from
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar,
China and Turkey will be
invited on preferential
grounds,” sources said.
Sources citing the Planning
Division have said that the
country will earn 250 to 300
US million dollars in a year
from outsourcing of air-
ports.

The government will
contract to outsource air-
ports for 25 years, sources
said. Under the agreement
airport terminal services,
parking, airport storage,
cargo handling and cleaning
sections will be outsourced,
sources said. The civil avia-
tion will keep the airport
security and air traffic con-
trol with it. The CAA earns
Rs 30 bln per annum from
three largest airports of the
country, sources added.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif in December directed
to initiate the outsourcing
process of three major air-
ports under the public-pri-
vate partnership. The con-
cerned authorities were
ordered to initiate the
process of outsourcing
Jinnah International Airport
Karachi, Allama Igbal
International Airport Lahore
and Islamabad International
Airport. The prime minister
directed that in the out-
sourcing process all con-
cerned departments should
take steps efficiently.

Pakistan
wants TTP to
surrender
‘ (Continued from Page 1) ‘

Security Council (NSC)
meeting that there would be
zero tolerance against the
terrorists who wanted to
destabilize the country.

All the institutions, he
added, were working effec-
tively to root out terrorism
from the country and the
nation should rest assured
that terrorists would be
dealt with iron hands.
Regarding the terrorist
attacks during the last year,
the minister said around 67
percent incidents of terror
had occurred in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and 31 per-
cent in Balochistan, wile
only one percent took place
in Punjab and two percent
in Sindh.

Rana Sanaullah appreci-
ated the role of CTD Punjab
and said that all the CTDs
of other provinces should
put maximum efforts to pre-
vent terrorist attacks. The
minister assured that the
Federal Government would
provide maximum support
and training especially to
the CTDs of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan so that they
could play their due role in
curbing terrorism. He said
the Afghan Government
was a reality. Pakistan
wanted the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) to
surrender and efforts were
underway to bring them on
the negotiating table for the
purpose, he added.

Fast-growing IT sector

Foreign companies
welcome to invest: Alvi

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on
that
Transformation was at the heart of coun-
try’s vision to create a conducive environ-
ment for technology development and

Wednesday said

growth.

The president, talking to a delegation of
DigitalOcean, led by its CEO Yancy
Spruill, who called on him, said the con-
ducive environment would include invit-
ing and facilitating foreign investment in
the IT sector and transforming the youth
bulge into Information technology-savvy
human resource for large-scale entry of the
country into the fast-growing international

IT market.

This, he said, would help in building
Pakistan’s image, harnessing its business
potential and promoting the export of the
country’s IT services and products around
the world. President Alvi said that a high
level of commitment, taking the right deci-
sions at the right time and implementing
policies and decisions on a timeline basis
was needed both at the federal and provin-
cial levels to create a well-integrated and
functional IT ecosystem in Pakistan.

This would help fully capitalizing the
vibrancy of the youth, improve Pakistan’s
IT exports by further improving the invest-
ment climate and imparting speedy but
quality IT computer programming, artifi-
cial intelligence and computing skills to
huge youth bulge which was already con-
tributing to the growth and progress of the

IT sector in Pakistan.

The president urged the need for the
bureaucracy to assist all investors includ-
ing foreign established and well-reputed
IT firms and companies, keep their doors
open, welcome investors warmly, help
them complete their procedural require-
ments on a timeline basis and resolve their
issues with due diligence on a top priority
basis. President Alvi said that the govern-
ment was focusing to review the entire
education system of the country to trans-
form it from a non-market to a market-ori-
ented system by imparting market-orient-
ed knowledge, techniques, and skills to
graduates to enable them to be readily
absorbed in the market and play their role

in the development of the country.
The president appreciated DigitalOcean

Digital

for investing in Pakistan by acquiring a
Pakistani IT company at $350 million,
which was the largest IT acquisition in the
history of Pakistan. He said that the step
would help in the exponential growth of

Pakistan’s IT companies, besides helping

The

IT professionals and companies to pro-
mote and enlarge their businesses, servic-
es, and outreach.

president
DigitalOcean should take tangible steps
for imparting high-quality training to the
youth which would provide them with an
excellent resource for their operations,
besides helping the start-ups to scale up

emphasized that

their existing ventures and encouraging

the world.

decent
Presidential

other IT companies to benefit from the
services of DigitalOcean. He said that
DigitalOcean’s slogan “IT for All” would
help in the large-scale entry of Pakistan’s
youth into the fast-growing international
IT market,
Pakistan’s image, harnessing its business
potential and promoting the export of the
country’s IT services and products around

besides helping build

He also cited the example of PM’s
digiskills programme where 2.5 million
people from different educational back-
grounds participated and 1 million com-
pleted their training and were earning
livelihoods.

He said that

Initiative on  Artificial

Intelligence (AI) and Computing (PIAIC)
sensitized the youth and IT-skilled persons

regarding the importance of Al and

form.

Computing for the growth and develop-
ment of all sectors of the economy.
During the meeting, the CEO of
DigitalOcean Yancey Spruill briefed the
president about DigitalOcean, its growth
strategy in Pakistan, future investments,
and tripling its business size in Karachi.
The delegation also exchanged ideas on
areas of social impact that the company
should especially focus on in Pakistan.
DigitalOcean is a US multinational tech-
nology company and cloud
provider that provides developers, start-
ups, and Small and Medium Businesses
with could infrastructure-as-a-service plat-

service

SHC seeks ECP reply over LG
administrators appointment

KARACHI (TLTP): The
Sindh High Court (SHC)
has directed the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to submit its report
by January 09 over appoint-
ment of district administra-
tors after election schedule
announced.

During the hearing, the
high court bench comprises
of Justice Igbal Kalhoro
questioned that if any trans-
fer or postings of officials
happened after announce-
ment of the election sched-
ule.” The TLTP learnt that
the Sindh government has
submitted its reply. The
election commission has
sought time for submitting

its reply, the court observed.

The ECP should look
into transfer and postings
after announcement of the
local government election
schedule, court said. The
bench adjourned further
hearing of the case until
January 09. The court had
earlier issued notices over a
petition challenging
appointment of district
administrators on political
grounds after announce-
ment of the election sched-
ule for local government
polls in Karachi and
Hyderabad.

According to the peti-
tion, Furgan Utaib, Syed
Shakeel = Ahmed, and

Muhammad Sharif have
been appointed district
municipal administrators.
“These administrators are
also members of the MQM
Rabita Committee,” the
petitioner  said.  “The
appointment of these offi-
cers on political grounds,
has been an effort to influ-
ence the results of the local
government  elections,”
petitioner pleaded. “The
Sindh government in col-
laboration with the MQM
violating electoral laws,”
petitioner said. Petition
seeks the court to declare
the postings in violation of
the electoral rules as unlaw-
ful and void.

Imran attack:
‘Shooter was
sent to kill

suspect Naveed’

LAHORE (INP): Former
information minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTD leader Fawad
Chaudhry has asserted that
a shooter was sent to kill
suspect Naveed - who
attacked former prime min-
ister and party chairman
Imran Khan during Long
March at Wazirabad.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Lahore, the for-
mer  federal = minister
claimed that a plan was
chalked out to kill the sus-
pect Naveed to give reli-
gious colour to the assassi-
nation attempt. “In this
regard, a shooter was sent
to kill suspect Naveed dur-
ing the rally,” he added.

Fawad Chaudhry — while
citing the forensic report of
Imran Khan attack -
claimed that PTI worker
was martyred by ‘shooter’s
bullet’, who was sent to kill
Naveed. “The investigation
has revealed that three sus-
pects fired bullets at the for-
mer prime minister,” he
said, adding that the sole
purpose of the ‘pre-planned
attack’ was to kill Imran
Khan.

Speaking on ‘religious
fanaticism’ behind  the
Wazirabad attack, Fawad
Chaudhry said that the issue
started on August 24, 2022.
“Journalist Waqar Sethi
accused Khan of commit-
ting blasphemy in a tweet,”
he said, adding that later,
federal ministers including
Rana  Sanaullah  and
Marriyum Aurangzeb
termed the attack ‘case of
religious extremism’.

Recalling the incident,
the PTI leader said that the
initial investigation of the
assassination attempt
revealed that three suspects
fired bullets at former pre-
mier. He noted that no shots
were fired by Khan’s
guards while a forensic was
conducted of their weapons.
“A confessional video was
released soon after the
attack, which was shared by
several politicians and jour-
nalists,” Fawad Chaudhry
said, adding that station
house  officer (SHO)
Gujarat recorded the video
on the instructions of DPO.

However, he said, the
district  police officer
(DPO) was not becoming
part of the investigation.
“After all, who was pre-
venting the DPO from
being part of the investiga-
tion”, he asked. He regret-
ted that during the assassi-
nation attempt, the security
in Gujarat was also inade-
quate. “Who was stopping
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) from
presenting the records and
documents”, he added.

Int’l moot on Climate
Resilient Pakistan on 9th

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
will co-host, along with
United Nations Secretary
General Antonio Guterres,
the International
Conference on Climate
Resilient ~ Pakistan  in
Geneva on 9 January 2023.

The Conference will
serve as a platform to mar-
shal international support
for the people and
Government of Pakistan to
build back better in a
resilient manner after the
recent devastating floods,
as the country transitions
from the rescue-and-relief
phase towards the monu-
mental task of recovery,
rehabilitation, and recon-
struction.

Pakistan will present the
Resilient Recovery,
Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction Framework
(4RF) at the Conference,
and seek international sup-
port and long-term partner-
ships for its implementa-
tion. The 4RF document

outlines a prioritized and
sequential Plan, defined at
the Federal and Provincial
levels, and includes the
financial mechanism and
institutional arrangements
for its execution in an open,
transparent and collabora-
tive manner.

The Conference pro-
gramme will feature a high-
level opening segment, to
be co-chaired by the Prime
Minister and the UN
Secretary General, fol-
lowed by the official launch
of the 4RF document and
partner support announce-
ments. The Prime Minister
and the UN Secretary
General will also hold a
joint press stakeout.

At the Conference, the
Prime Minister will outline
Pakistan’s vision for reha-
bilitating the affected popu-
lation and reconstructing
the damaged infrastructure
in a resilient manner, with
the support of development
partners, and the country’s
transition towards a more
dynamic and sustainable
economic  development

model. Federal Ministers
from Pakistan will elabo-
rate on the 4RF document
and also present Pakistan’s
long-term plan for building
climate resilience and adap-
tation. The perspectives of
the four provinces will be
articulated by their repre-
sentatives.

Heads of State and
Government, Ministers and
high-level representatives
from several countries and
International Financial
Institutions, Foundations
and Funds, as well as from
international development
organisations, private sec-
tor, civil society and
INGOs will participate in
the Conference.

The Conference will
help Pakistan in forging a
long-term partnership with
its friends and development
partners on the basis of the
4RF document, and serve
as a demonstration of inter-
national solidarity with the
people of Pakistan as they
commence the journey
towards rebuilding their
lives and livelihoods.

Biden urges Republicans
to ‘get act together’

WASHINGTON
(Agencies): United States
President Joe Biden has
called on Republicans to
“get their act together” and
elect a speaker to the House
of Representatives after the
GOP majority failed to
agree on a new leader to
preside over the chamber.
The country is practically
without a functioning
House for the first time in

nearly 100 years after
Kevin McCarthy, the top
House Republican, fell

short of securing a majority
to become speaker in three
different rounds of voting.
“It’s not a good look. It’s
not a good thing. It’s the
United States of America,
and I hope they get their act
together,” Biden told
reporters on Wednesday
before the House recon-
vened again. The US presi-
dent also stressed that the
crisis is a Republican issue.
“That’s not my problem. I
just think it’s really embar-
rassing it’s taking so long.”
The previous House was
dismissed on Tuesday. New
members elected in the
November midterm elec-
tions had convened to elect
a new speaker, an effort
ending with 20 members of
the Republican caucus vot-
ing against McCarthy in the
final ballot Tuesday.
Without a speaker to pre-

side over it, the House is
effectively paralysed, and
new lawmakers cannot be
sworn in; they still hold the
title of representative-elect.
Amid Republican infight-
ing, Democrats unanimous-
ly united behind their
leader, Hakeem Jeffries, on
Tuesday. Legislators met
once more on Wednesday
to try to elect a speaker, but
it remains unclear whether
Republicans, who hold a
narrow majority in the
chamber, have agreed on a
leader. The House and the
Senate make up Congress,
the US legislative branch,
which passes laws and allo-
cates funds for the federal
government among other
essential tasks.

“The Republican Party
in the House is deeply
divided, and they have a
number of members who
not only don’t like their
party’s nominee for speak-
er, but are willing to block
that nominee on the floor —
and in doing so, break a
norm that has been fol-
lowed for a century,” said
Matthew Green, a professor
of politics at Catholic
University in Washington,
DC. Many Democrats
argued after the vote on
Tuesday that the early crisis
for the new House majority
shows Republicans’ inabili-
ty to lead. “The problem

is...this isn’t just today.
This is going to be every-
day in the House
Republican majority,”
Democratic Senator Chris
Murphy wrote on Twitter
on Tuesday.

“It’s not just that they
won’t be able to govern. It’s
that they are going to be an
embarrassing public train
wreck while they refuse to
govern.” Jeffries — with
Democrats united behind
him — received more votes
than McCarthy. In the third
ballot, Jeffries had 212
votes, McCarthy 202 and
Ohio  Republican Jim
Jordan 20. If all 434 mem-
bers vote, a candidate
would need 218 votes to
reach the 50 percent to be
elected speaker. If members
abstain or vote present,
then the number to reach a
majority could change.

Jordan, a far-right fire-
brand, has said he is not
seeking the speakership and
voted for McCarthy him-
self. Despite the impasse,
McCarthy — a California
conservative who served as
House minority leader for
the past four years — has
remained defiant. Asked by
reporters late on Tuesday
whether he will drop out of
the race, McCarthy said,
“I'll let you know when
that happens — OK —but it’s
not going to happen.”

US backs Pak’s stance for cross-border attacks in Afghanistan

WASHINGTON

(Agencies):

The

in terror incidents, especially in Khyber

our strong condemnation while contin-

now that we have seen repeated offens-

voices to condemn this move. It was

United States has supported Pakistan’s
plan to launch cross-border attacks in
Afghanistan, saying the country has the
right to defend itself against terrorism.

Addressing a news briefing in
Washington, State Department
spokesman Ned Price has maintained
that Pakistan has the right to defend
itself from terrorism as the country has
suffered tremendously from terrorist
attacks. He said “We’re aware of the
recent statement by the Pakistani
National Security Committee. The
Pakistani people have suffered tremen-
dously from terrorist attacks. Pakistan
has a right to defend itself from terror-
ism.”

The statement from the US comes a
day after Islamabad threatened to target
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
militants in Afghanistan if Kabul does
not take action to dismantle them. The
National Security Committee (NSC),
under the chair of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, had asked the govern-
ment in Kabul not to provide safe
havens to Pakistani terrorist groups on
its soil.

Pakistan has witnessed a sharp rise

Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, and a
suicide blast in Islamabad during the
past couple of months after the TTP
declared an end to the ceasefire with
Pakistan. Ned Price said the US called
on the Taliban to uphold the very com-
mitment they have made to see to it that
Afghan soil is never again used as a
launch-pad for international terrorist
attacks. "These are among the very
commitments that the Taliban have
been unable or unwilling to fulfil to
date," he said.

The spokesman said that it has been
repeatedly said that there will be a
response from the United States. "The
Taliban have made commitments to the
international community. But more
importantly, they have made commit-
ments to the Afghan people. Those are
the commitments we care most about.
Among the commitments, the Taliban
have made but have repeatedly broken
when it comes to their own people is an
emphasis on human rights," he stressed.

The State Department's spokesman
continued, "As long as the Taliban are
not able to fulfil these commitments,
we will respond in a way that registers

uing to support the Afghan people. And
we’re going to be very careful not to do
anything that could further imperil the
humanitarian well-being of the Afghan
people." Here are the excerpts of New
Price’s new briefing about Pakistan and
Afghanistan:

Question: As you mentioned, unfor-
tunately we didn’t celebrate New Year
because of Afghan girl and Afghan
women in Afghanistan. They are cry-
ing. Even if you watch the TV — now
we are living in globalization, immedi-
ately we get news. Any update to bring
or influence, as of course you guys have
influences to Taliban? Any change?
Because still the Taliban keep the com-
mitment; they say this is Sharia law,
they are not going to open the schools.

And number two, the second ques-
tion: Pakistan announced that they are
(going to) attack to Afghanistan
because they said that Afghan Taliban
encourage Pakistani Taliban to do
something in their country. I don’t
know if they attack in Afghanistan in
this situation. It’s really crisis in
Afghanistan.

Mr. Price: I don’t need to tell you

es on the part of the Afghan Taliban
targeting the women, the girls, the peo-
ple of Afghanistan repeatedly. Most
recently it was on December 24th, on
Christmas Eve, when the Taliban
issued the edict barring humanitarian
organizations from working with
women, barring female employees of
national and international nongovern-
mental organizations from the work-
place. It was not lost on us that the
Taliban announced this decision on
December 24th; they may well have
calculated that the United States and
our partners around the world, many of
our partners around the world, would
have been distracted by the Christmas
holiday, perhaps would have been slow
in responding.

We wanted to be very clear and very
swift in condemning this outrageous
decision. It was that very day that
Secretary Blinken, that Deputy
Secretary Sherman, that Tom West, our
special representative for Afghanistan,
that Rina Amiri, our special envoy for
Afghan women and girls, that Karen
Decker, the head of our Afghan Affairs
Unit, and others very clearly used their

just a couple days later when the G7,
along with a number of other countries,
put out a statement noting our collec-
tive grave concern about this reckless
and this dangerous edict barring
women from working with internation-
al NGOs.

This decision puts at risk millions of
Afghans who depend on humanitarian
assistance for their very survival. We
call on the Taliban to urgently reverse
this harmful decision. We are monitor-
ing the evolving situation very closely,
the impacts that this edict has had and
may potentially yet have, and we’re in
constant contact with UN and NGO
partners on the state of their operations
in Afghanistan.

We know that women are central to
humanitarian operations around the
world. In Afghanistan in particular,
only women have been able until now,
at least, to reach some of the most vul-
nerable people inside Afghanistan.
Women must work at NGOs. They
must be in a position to do so, so that
millions of Afghans can receive food,
medicine, winterization materials,
again for their very survival.
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