Hina meets SL FM

ISLAMABAD (INP): Minister of
State, Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar who is
on two-day official visit to Sri Lanka
held meeting with Sri Lankan Foreign

Minister Ali Sabry and discussed
bilateral relations between the two
countries with him. The State
Minister  congratulated  Foreign
Minister Sabry on Platinum Jubilee
celebrations of Sri Lanka’s independ-
ence.

@thefrontierpost

No. 20

Frontier Post

First national English daily published from Peshawar, Islamabad, Lahore, Quetta, Karachi and Washington D.C

The

RAJAB 13 1444 -- SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 05 2023

SC returns another petition

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): The Supreme
Court of Pakistan has returned another
petition filed against the appointment of
Punjab Caretaker Chief Minister Syed
Mohsin Raza Naqvi. The apex court’s
Registrar Office returned the petition on
Saturday after raising objections declar-
ing that the language used in it was
ambiguous and misleading. The plea
taken in the application was also mislead-
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ing, the Registrar Office added.
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LAHORE: Chief of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Maulana Fazlur Reh
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man called on

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. They discussed the overall political situation of
the country and other issues of mutual interest.

India can’t crush
Kashmiris’ iron will: PM

F.P Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif has said that
India is mistaken if it believes it could crush
the iron will of the Kashmiri people.

"No amount of state terrorism, unleashed
by Indian Occupation Forces, can break the
will of the Kashmiris or undermine their
legitimate struggle," the prime minister said
in a message on observance of Kashmir
Solidarity Day. The prime minister urged
India to honour its commitments made to
Pakistan, the UN and, above all, to the
Kashmiri people.

"On behalf of the entire Pakistani nation,
I want to assure our Kashmiri brothers and
sisters that we stand shoulder to shoulder
with them. We will continue to lend moral,
diplomatic and political support to their just
cause, until they attain freedom from Indian
oppression,” PM Office Media Wing in a
press release quoted the prime minister say-
ing.

He further reiterated that Pakistan would
also continue to raise its voice at all inter-
national platforms and highlight India's bar-
baric actions in Indian Illegal Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). Every year,
the prime minister said, on the fifth of
February, the people of Pakistan reaffirmed
their solidarity with their Kashmiri brothers
and sisters.

"On this Kashmir Solidarity Day, we
renew our commitment of our unflinching
support to them in their just struggle for
inalienable right to self-determination," he
added. The prime minister said the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute was one of the oldest,
unresolved items on the agenda of the
United Nations. Over the last seventy-five
years, India had continued its illegal occu-
pation of Jammu and Kashmir and sup-
pressed its people, he said, adding thou-
sands of Kashmiris have sacrificed their
lives and suffered countless atrocities at the
hands of the Indian occupation forces.

Imran
announces
‘jail Bharo’
movement

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTD)
Chairman and Former
prime minister Imran Khan
announced the ‘Jail Bharo’

| | movement.

As per details, the PTI
chief Imran Khan said it is
better to start the ‘Jail
Bharo’ movement than
protest on road. They are
fond of getting us jails, we
will let them get their wish,
he added. Imran Khan said
after the coming 90 days
whoever stays in the gov-
ernment, article 6 will
apply on them. The nation
is expecting that the judici-
ary will stand by the consti-
tution.

The former prime min-
ister Imran Khan claimed
that nothing is in control
of the current govern-
ment. People should think
about where is this coun-
try heading. Speaking of
overseas Pakistanis, the
PTI chairman claimed
that the 10 million
Pakistanis who are living
abroad are the country’s
strength. He said even if
two million of them
invest in Pakistan they
would need to ask other
countries for help.

The PTI chairman lam-
basted the PDM-led gov-
ernment, he said that the
prices of petrol, electricity
and gas have hiked up and
it will increase more in near
future. He predicted that
the PDM government is
now looking for escape
amid the increasing infla-
tion. Furthermore, the PTI
chairman Imran Khan said
that the ARY head of news
was arrested at midnight 3
am. They break doors,
enter homes and arrest peo-
ple, which affects the chil-
dren.

F.P. Report
ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcasting

Marriyum Aurangzeb on Saturday said
the leadership of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) did not have the courage
and capacity to launch the "fill the
prison movement" in the country.

Addressing a news conference
here, she said Imran Khan’s call for
the movement was nothing but anoth-
er political stunt which was aimed at
diverting people’s attention from cor-
ruption during his four-year (mis)rule
which ushered in extreme inflation,
terrorism and economic crises in the
country.

“Imran Khan does not need to
launch any 'Jail Bharo Tehreek' as the
prisons will get filled automatically
when he starts appearing before the
courts to answer about corruption,
loot and plunder during his four-year
tenure as the prime minister,” she
remarked. Flanked by Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister on
Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety,
Faisal Karim Kundi, she said at the
first place, the leadership would have
to present themselves for the arrest in
such movements, but ironically Imran
Khan was using his party workers as a
shield to save his “dirty and stinking”
politics as well as to cover up his cor-
ruption.

“How ironic it is that Imran Khan
is urging his workers to get ready for
the 'Jail Bharo Tehreek' while hiding
himself in his bulletproof Zaman Park
residence,” she stated. Marriyum said
the people who started weeping after
spending two days in prison did not
have the courage to fill the jails while
on the other hand, the entire nation
had witnessed how bravely the leader-

ship of Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) remained in jails
for months during the fascist rule of
Imran Khan.

She said PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali
Zardari remained in jail for 248 days
while his sister Faryal Talpur was
dragged from the hospital to jail on
the occasion of Eid and the media
channels were told to telecast that
footage. The minister said likewise,
Nawaz Sharif spent 374 days in jail,
Maryam Nawaz 158 days, Rana
Sanaullah 174 days, Captain (Retd)
Safdar 53 days, Khawaja Asif 176
days and Hamza Sharif 627 days. The
story of political victimization during
the tenure of Imran Khan did not end
here as Shahid Khagan Abbasi
remained behind bars for 222 days,
Miftah Ismail for 142 days, Shehbaz
Sharif for 340 days and Ahsan Igbal
364, she added.

She said Mir Shakeel was sent
behind bars to set an example for the
entire media that nobody would be
spared if they dared to criticize Imran
Khan’s government. Marriyum said
Imran Khan, who gave a call for the
fill the prison movement, had not only
sent all the opposition leaders and
media persons into the jails but also
set up a dedicated office in the Prime
Minister’s Office which updated him
regularly on the treatment meted out
to them.

She said the same person during his
visit to the United States announced
that he would remove the air condi-
tions from the jail in which Nawaz
Sharif was kept. He issued directives
to the authorities concerned in the jail
not to give a chair to Shehbaz Sharif
for offering daily prayers. “Imran
Khan should better launch 'Doob

0 need to launch
any Jail Bharo
Tehreek: Marriyum

PTTI lacks capacity, courage to launch fill the prison movement

Marny Ki Tehreek' (Shame move-
ment) instead of 'Jail Bharny Ki
Tehreek' (Fill the Prison Movement),”
she said reiterating “coward Imran
Khan” did not have the courage and
capacity to launch such a movement.

“The call for this movement is
nothing but another stunt of Imran
Khan who wants to divert people’s
attention,” she said, reminding the
PTI chief that it was he who had ruled
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for the last ten
years, but did not build the capacity of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police, nor pro-
vided the infrastructure to the depart-
ment for curbing terrorism.

She said Imran Khan did not par-
ticipate in the apex committee meet-
ing as he knew that he did not utilize
the allocated fund worth Rs 471 bil-
lion for fighting terrorism in the
province. His government failed to set
up the counter-terrorism department
and forensic lab in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. He did not work on
building the infrastructure as pro-
posed in the National Action Plan and
National Internal Security policy for
fighting terrorism, she added.

The people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the Law
Enforcement Agencies were bearing
the brunt of the incompetence of
Imran Khan who had a mindset to
promote terrorism in the country, she
alleged, adding terrorists were attack-
ing the province which had been vul-
nerable to terrorism due to the
absence of the required infrastructure
in the province. She said Imran Khan
was responsible for all the economic
ills as the previous government of
Nawaz Sharif stabilized the national
economy by winding wup the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
programme in 2016.
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CTD arrests nine
terrorists in IBOs
across Punjab

LAHORE (NNI): The
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) on

Saturday arrested nine ter-
rorist in IBOs conducted in
four districts of Punjab.
According to the CTD
officials, the terrorists were
arrested in Gujranwala, DG
Khan, Bahawalpur and
Lahore. Those arrested in
Lahore belonged to the

banned TTP. The arrested
terrorists have been identi-
fied as Abdul Rehman,
Ruvaid Khan, Ghulam
Allah, Ahmed Hassan,
Jaleel Ahmed, Imdadullah,
Basit Ali and Junaid Ali.
The officials said material
to manufacture suicide jack-
et, hand grenade and heavy
weaponry were recovered
from their custody, adding

that seven cases had been
registered against the sus-
pects and the investigation
was under way.

The officials further said
20 suspects were interro-
gated in the IBOs. The
CTD arrested 91 suspected
people in 476 combing
operations and 67 cases had
been registered against the
suspects.

Pakistan to continue supporting
Kashmiris: Kamran Tessor1

KARACHI (PPI) Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori has said in his mes-
sage on the occasion of
Kashmir Solidarity Day
that the illegal occupation
of Jammu and Kashmir by
the Indian forces continues
even today despite the pas-
sage of 75 years.

The Sindh governor said
that during this period,
India had inflicted atrocities
on the innocent Kashmiris.
He further said that occu-
pied Kashmir had become
the biggest prison in human
history, and the internation-
al community was against
the India's this cruelty.

Tessori said that despite

the barbaric Indian brutali-
ty, Kashmiris are burning
the candle of freedom and
despite Indian oppression,
the movement of Kashmiri
brothers is emerging.

The problem of
Kashmir will be resolved
only by giving will.

He further said that even
if the night of oppression is
long, it will end one day
and Kashmiri brothers will
be breathing in free air
very soon. He further said
that Pakistan would con-
tinue to support the
Kashmiri brothers politi-
cally, morally and socially.

Meanwhile, Tesori visit-

ed the shrine of Hazrat

Ayub Ansari in Istanbul in
Turkey. He recited Fateha
at the shrine and prayed for
the security of Pakistan.
The Sindh governor also
prayed for the elevation of
the ranks of those martyred
in the Peshawar tragedy.

He said that this incident
should be condemned as
much as possible, and those
involved in that act of ter-
rorism were cowards and
wanted to destroy the peace
of Pakistan, but the morale
of the forces of Pakistan
and the people of Pakistan
was high. Together we will
never let them succeed in
their nefarious intentions,
he concluded.

Imported govt snatched
last morsel of bread from
mouth of masses: Mussarat

LAHORE (INP): Central
leader of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Mussarat
Jamshed Cheema has said
that the imported govern-
ment has snatched last
morsel of bread from
mouth of masses.

In a statement issued on
Saturday, she was of the
view that the entire global
community was well famil-

iar of “Kafayat Shahari” of
the Shehbaz Sharif’s gov-
ernment who raised the vol-
ume of cabinet to 78.
Mussarat Cheema said
that  privileges  being
offered to special assistants
and advisors by giving sta-
tus of federal ministers to
them. Masses were
deprived of two time meal
and rules were enjoying the

luxuries, she added.

She said that the corrupt
gang put the sovereignty of
the country at stake to get
rid of Imran Khan but he
enjoys support of the
majority of masses. Their
all plans to disgrace the PTI
chief would fell flat and
those involved in conspira-
cies would have to pay for
it, she concluded.

Railways to
observe
Kashmir

Solidarity Day
LAHORE (APP): The
Pakistan Railways would
enthusiastically observe the
Kashmir Solidarity Day on
Sunday, February 5.

According to the PR
Lahore Division spokesper-
son here on Saturday, ban-
ners, streamers and flags
had been displayed on trains
and railway stations
express solidarity with the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

In his message, PR
Lahore Divisional
Superintendent M Haneef
Gull said that the struggle of
Kashmiri brothers and sisters
would be successful one day.
He said that the Pakistani
nation was standing with its
brothers in Jammu and
Kashmir, who had been
struggling against the oppres-
sion of India and its forces.

Ex-MPA
Gujjar booked
in hostaging

casce

LAHORE (PPI) Raiwind
City Police Station on
Saturday registered a case
under terrorism clauses
against PTI’s former mem-
ber of Punjab Assembly
Shabbir Gujjar and his
brother Khalid Gujjar.

The case was lodged by
Inspector Nadeem Akhtar
lodged the case against the
two Gujjar brothers at
Raiwind City Police Station.

Shabbir Gujjar and his
supporters  had  been
accused of making a police
party hostage when it raid-
ed his dera to arrest pro-
claimed offender
Muhammad Usman.
During the raid, Shabbir
Gujjar, Khalid Gujjar, Tariq
Gujjar, Adil Gujjar and oth-
ers had drawn weapons and
pointed at the cops.

They tore apart the
policemen’s uniforms,
damaged the government
vehicles and also hurled
stoned at the members of
the raiding party. Police
had also made seven
arrests on the occasion.
Police now have registered
the case under terrorism
clauses of 440, 342, 353,
186, 149, 216 and 506.
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Shaukat Khanum

Memorial Cancer Hospital

and Research Centre

A JCI Enterprise Accredited Organisation

Career Opportunities in SKMCH&RC, Peshawar

Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre (SKMCH&RC) is a specialist tertiary care
cancer centre built and funded by charitable donations with a mission to provide the best possible cancer
care to all patients. SKMCH&RC has a team of UK and US-trained physicians who provide state-of-the-art
diagnostic, treatment and support services to patients. SKMCH&RC is pleased to invite applications for the

following positions:

to |k

Medical Consultants:

» Consultant Anaesthetist

* Consultant Clinical & Radiation Oncologist
* Consultant Clinical Haematologist

» Consultant Physician Internal Medicine & Gastroenterology

« Consultant in Nuclear Medicine
* Consultant Medical Oncologist
* Consultant Paediatric Oncologist

* Consultant Pathologist

* Consultant Physician Critical Care & Pulmonary Medicine

Senior Instructors:

« Senior Instructor Clinical and Radiation

Oncology

« Senior Instructor Medical Oncology

« Senior Instructor Anaesthesia

* Senior Instructor Breast Surgery

« Senior Instructor Head and Neck Surgery
* Senior Instructor Paediatric Oncology

* Senior Instructor Radiology

* Consultant Physician Internal Medicine & Infectious Diseases

* Consultant Physician Internal Medicine & Nephrology
* Consultant Physician Internal Medicine & Pulmonology

» Consultant Radiologist

» Locum Consultant Pathologist

* Locum Consultant Radiologist

* Consultant Breast Surgeon

* Consultant Upper Gl Surgeon

* Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon

* Consultant Head and Neck Surgeon

» Consultant Urologist

* Locum Consultant Urologist
« Locum Consultant Anaesthetist

* Senior Instructor Clinical Haematology

CPSP approved Fellowships:
« Fellow in Medical Oncology

Hospital Fellowships:
« Fellow in Hepato-Pancreatico-Biliary (HPB)

Nursing & Paramedical:
* Clinical Nurse Manager

MANAGEMENT, ADMINISTRATION &

TECHNICAL:

* Manager Administration & Security
* Manager Engineering & Maintenance

Note: All Senior Instructor positions for Karachi & Peshawar involve working at Lahore for two years, followed
by two years of training overseas. All applicants for Senior Instructor positions need to have passed IELTS test,
or an acceptable alternative, at the appropriate level. For further details regarding the position and eligibility
criteria, please visit our website on www.shaukatkhanum.org.pk
TO APPLY: Only online applications will be entertained. Please share your CV at the email address given below
and do mention the position applied for in the subject line. We regret that only shortlisted candidates will be

notified.

COVID-19 vaccination is mandatory for the candidates to appear in written test and interviews.

Human Resources Department
Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre Plot
No. 5-B, Sector A-2, Office Enclave, Phase V,

Hayatabad, Peshawar, Pakistan.
Tel: +92 91 5885000 Ext. 3536, 3537, 3538

Email: careers.peshawar@shaukatkhanum.org.pk
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KARACHLI: Youngsters enjoying at sea view during sunset. —APP Photo
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India set worst example

of HR violations
in IIOJK: Sanjrani

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senate Chairman
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
Saturday said the Indian
government has set the
worst example of the viola-
tion of human rights by
snatching the autonomous
status of Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIoJK) through an
illegal move on August 5,
2019 to suppress the libera-
tion struggle of the people.

In his message regarding
Kashmir Solidarity Day, he
said India would not be
able to sustain its illegal
occupation through such
draconian laws and actions.

Expressing complete sol-
idarity with the people of
ITIOJK, he said the people of
Pakistan were supporting
firmly Kashmiri brethren in
struggle for their just cause.

The increasing Indian
brutality, cruelty and worst
violation of human rights in

Kashmir has exposed the
ugly face of India to the
whole world.

Now the time has come
that human rights leaders,
institutions and organiza-
tions should take steps to
resolve the Kashmir issue
in accordance with the
United Nation resolutions.

Senate Chairman said
that Kashmir is the jugular
vein of Pakistan and all the
political parties of Pakistan
have taken steps for a peace-
ful solution to the issue.

There is a need to take
more measures at the
national and international
level for a fair solution to
the Kashmir issue.

Sanjrani further said that
the people of IIOJK had
rendered matchless sacri-
fices for their just right to
self-determination. He said
durable peace in the region
was liked with the early res-
olution of the Kashmir issue

in accordance with aspira-
tions of the people of IIOJK
and called upon the interna-
tional community to play its
role in the interest of peace
and harmony in the region.

He said that the people
and institutions of Pakistan
not only fully support the
innocent Kashmiris in their
struggle for freedom, but
they will not hesitate to
make any sacrifice until
their freedom is achieved.

Senate Deputy Chairman
Mirza Muhammad Afridi
said that February, 5 is a
day of solidarity for the
sacrifices made by
Kashmiris for freedom.

Which is celebrated with
full enthusiasm by all
Pakistanis and Kashmiris
living across the country. He
said that all the political par-
ties, institutions and the
entire nation of Pakistan are
of the same language regard-
ing the Kashmir issue.

Sedition laws must be
abolished: HRCP

LAHORE (NNI): The
Human Rights Commission
of  Pakistan (HRCP)
expresses its deep concern
over the spate of recent
arrests and cases filed
against opposition leaders
and journalists on charges
of sedition, treason, and
making statements conduc-
ing to 'public mischief' and
incitement to violence.

The sheer impunity with
which such arrests have
been made, often without
warning in the early hours
of the morning, with some
of those arrested alleging
that their families were
harassed and their property

damaged, is cause for alarm,
a press statement said here
Saturday. Successive gov-
ernments have brazenly
weaponised archaic, colo-
nial-era laws to stifle dis-
sent. Never has this served
any democratic purpose.
While we do not condone
abusive or threatening lan-
guage or slander, in light of
the recent arrests of leaders
such as Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed and Fawad Chaudhry
under Sections 153-A, 505
and 124-A, HRCP urges the
government to abolish the
sedition law, as it is currently
worded, from the Pakistan
Penal Code, given its long

history as a tool of political
victimisation.

A political process to do
so, which was initiated in
the Senate in early 2020
but could not come to
fruition, must be revived
immediately.

Section 124-A consti-
tutes a constraint on the
legitimate exercise of con-
stitutionally ~ guaranteed
freedom of speech and
expression. Dissent and
criticism of the government
are essential ingredients of
robust public debate in a
vibrant democracy and
should never be construed
as sedition.

LG secretary reviews
cleanliness in city

LAHORE (APP): Local
Government and Community
Development  (LG&CD)
Secretary Dr. Irshad Ahmed
has instructed the officers of
Lahore Waste Management
Company (LWMC) to make
Lahore a cleaner city by
ensuring 100 per cent atten-
dance of workers in the field.

He was inspecting clean-
liness conditions of various
areas of the provincial cap-
ital early in the morning on
Saturday. He said “Lahore
city is our heart and making
it clean and beautiful is our

priority." LG&CD Special
Secretary Pervez Iqgbal,
LWMC Chief Executive
Officer Ali Annan and other
officers were present.

The secretary said that
staff of operational wing
should take all possible
measures to provide a clean
environment to the citizens.
He reviewed the garbage
dumping process at Lakho
Der dumping site and
Mahmood Buti. He also
reviewed the temporary col-
lection points in Shadman
and he directed the LWMC

to improve fencing and
ensure complete cleanliness
around the points.

Dr.  Irshad  Ahmed
appealed to the citizens that
this was their city and their
cooperation was very impor-
tant for sanitation. "Avoid
throwing garbage on different
places. I will visit other cities
to review the performance of
waste management compa-
nies", he added. Earlier, CEO
LWMC Ali Annan also
briefed about the working of
mechanical sweepers and
anti-smog squad.

Revolutionary changes
demand team work 1n
health sector: minister

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Caretaker Minister Primary
and Secondary Healthcare,
Dr Jamal Nasir has said that
revolutionary changes in
the health sector demand
team work.

He was addressing the
9th CEOs health/MSs con-
ference held at a local hotel
here on Saturday. He urged
CEOs health to perform
their duties honestly and
beyond political pressure.

Dr Jamal Nasir said that
essential and standard med-
icines lists available in hos-

pitals should be displayed at
entry points for awareness
of the public and discourage
political atmosphere in all
the health facilities includ-
ing Basic Health Units and
Rural Health Centres.

He deplored that training
programme was not
launched for paramedics to
upgrade them in the past
but now this programme
would be initiated soon.

Secretary Health Ali Jan,
in his address directed to
ensure hepatitis screening
for staff of all health facili-

ties as well as their vaccina-
tion. He urged CEOs and
MSs to get all the patients
admitted in the hospitals
under  Sehat  Sahulat
Programme in a bid to earn
maximum revenue for hos-
pitals. He said that bulk pur-
chase of hospitals through
CEOs at cost of Rs.9.2 bil-
lion was being done and
month-wise disease calendar
being prepared to sensitize
the MSs. He said that clini-
cal audit of dengue deaths
reported in 2022 would be
conducted at all cost.

ANEF, Sindh
rangers seizes

narcotics

KARACHI (INP): The anti-
narcotics force (ANF) and
Sindh Rangers on Saturday
seized 18 Kilogram heroine
in a joint operation on
Karachi super highway.

As per details, two resi-
dents of Karachi were also
arrested in the joint opera-
tion of ANF and Rangers.

In another operation,
the ANF recovered 10
Kilograms in Hyderabad
from a resident of
Sanghar. The ANF also
seized 1.2-kilogram hero-
ine in Blue area Islamabad
from a resident of Attock.
A parcel carrying 906-
gram ice to Australia was
recovered from a courier
office in Lahore.

Earlier, the Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF)
seized a large haul of
hashish in a raid in an under-
construction house.The
ANF foiled a smuggling bid
of 100 KG of hashish, which
was being smuggled over-
seas by sea.

COURT NOTICES

N THE COURT OF
|IFTEKHAR AHMED CIVIL

JUDGE VII KOHAT. Suit
n0.91/FC, Date of hearing.20-
02-20723, Titled:- Shazia Bibi
Vs Muzaffar Khan(etc) Notice
against:- (1) Muzaffar Khan
S/o Muhammad Ali Khan R/o
Nai Abadi Faiz Abad Saryan
District  Islamabad(3)Hazir
Abbas S/o Abdul Qayum R/o
Shair Kot Ghari Allah Yar
Khan Kohat presently R/o
(now in Abroad) (Defendants)
Whereas the above plaintiff
has instituted a family suit of
Dower(etc) of against you
defendants in which date of
hearing 20-02-72023 is fixed
for your appearance. Since
your intimation/service is not
possible through ordinary
means/mode therefore you
defendants is intimated
through this publication to
appear before this court by
person or by pleader on date
fixed 20-02-2023. Otherwise
court shall be proceeded in
accordance with law order
Issued on 28-701-20723
(Court of C.J VII, Kohat)

IFTEKHAR AHMED CIVIL

JUDGE VII KOHAT. Suit
no.40/FC, Date of hear-
ing.17-02-20723,  Titled:-
Khalida Vs Inyatullah Khan
(etc) Notice against:- (1)
Inyatullah Khan S/o Kampany
Khan(2)Kampany Khan S/o
Jalal Khan R/o Shadi Khel
Tehsil &amp; District Kohat
presently R/o (now in Kohati
Mohallah Masan Road Near
Tax Chowk Kimari Karchi)
(Defendants) Whereas the
above plaintiff has instituted a
family suit of Dower(etc) of
against you defendants in
which date of hearing 17-02-
?2023.is fixed for your
appearance. Since your inti-
mation/service is not possible
through ordinary
means/mode therefore you
defendants is intimated
through this publication to
appear before this court by
person or by pleader on date
fixed 17-02-2023.7 Otherwise
court shall be proceeded in
accordance with law order
Issued on 23-701-20723
(Court of C.J VII, Kohat)

|N THE COURT OF

Syed civil judge Ill Tungi,

Suit no 198/1 next hearing
date 09/02/2023, Case title -
Nasir Khan vs Jamshid Khan
etc., Summon to -1 Jamshid
s/o Habib Rasool .2 shah
Khalid s/o shah Rehman r/o
sahib Gul mahal dahki Tangi
charsadda (Defendants) The
above Defendants is direct-
ed to appear before this
court on 09/02/2023 person-
ally or through attorney or
through counsel in failure an
ex-parte proceeding will be
proceeded against you.

|n the court of Kashif Ali
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KP Governor visits
victims of Police Lines
explosion at LRH

PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Haji  Ghulam Ali on
Saturday said that he will
play his full role to solve
the problems of the people
of the entire province espe-
cially in the health sector.

He said that LRH is a
public hospital not only
for Peshawarits but across
the province, it is time to
meet their needs on a pri-
ority basis to reduce the
burden on all major hospi-
tals in the province and
will try to improve the
health facilities.

He expressed these
views while talking to jour-
nalists during his visit to
Lady Reading Hospital
(LRH) Peshawar. The
Governor on this occasion
donated two German dialy-
sis machines to the hospital
administration and reiterat-
ed his commitment to coop-

erate with the hospitals of
the province in the future.

Governor Ghulam Ali
also visited the injured of
Police Lines blast. He paid
tribute to the families of the
injured for their great sacri-
fice and prayed for the
speedy recovery of the
injured.

The Governor paid trib-
ute to the doctors, nursing
staff and other medical staff
dedicated to the service of
humanity for showing
exemplary spirit.

The Governor asked the
medical staff to provide all
kinds of treatment and faci-
lities to the blast victims.

Ghulam Ali said that the
tragedy of Peshawar Police
Lines is a national tragedy
on which the entire nation
has suffered and the people
of the province and espe-
cially the Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa Police share in the

grief and we will stand side
by side with them.

On this occasion, Gove-
rnor Haji Ghulam Ali
thanked Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif, Chief of Army Staff
General Syed Asim Munir,
Federal Ministers, Chief
Ministers of Sindh, Punjab,
Balochistan, Gilgit-Balti-
stan and Prime Minister of
Azad Kashmir, who imme-
diately visited here after the
tragedy and encouraged the
blast victims.

The Governor also expr-
essed his gratitude for the
announcement of the aid
package for the martyrs and
the injured by the Federal
and Sindh governments.

He said that all the polit-
ical parties were invited to
the apex committee meet-
ing, but only one political
party Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf did not participate in

the meeting.

Responding to a ques-
tion regarding holding of
elections, Governor Haji
Ghulam Ali said that he has
sent a letter to the Election
Commission and suggested
that they should consult
with all the stakeholders
before holding the election
and agree after reviewing
the overall situation.

As a Governor, he said,
it is my responsibility to
take such a decision that
benefits the people and
does not create difficulties
for them.

He said that serving the
people is my first priority, |
have served the people
before and will continue to
serve the people in the
future.

Provincial Minister Adn-
an Jalil and Secretary Health
Department were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

Yo

NP s

central g

eneral secretary Mia Iftikha Hussain and provir;cial general secretary
Sardar Hussain Babak addressing a public gathering. — F.P. photo by Ghulam Murtaza

Section 144
imposed in

Peshawar
PESHAWAR (PPI):
Section 144 has been

imposed in Peshawar over
security fears, banning
gathering of five or more

people in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa capital.
Peshawar Deputy

Commissioner Shafiullah
Khan said on Saturday that
due to feeble security situa-
tion Section 144 has been
enforced in the provincial
capital, which will remain
effective for 10 days.

The deputy commission-
er warned that those who
will violate the Section 144
will be dealt with under
Section 188.

Zeeshan
completes
MS Degree

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Zeeshan
Kakakhail a Peshawar
based journalist completed
his MS Degree in media
studies  from  Riphah
International  University
Islamabad with A plus
Grade. He promised to con-
tinue his hard work in
future.

15 ADs of Information
Deptt posted as PROs
to caretaker ministers

PESHAWAR (APP):
Fifteen assistant directors
of Information and Public
Relations Department
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have
been posted as public rela-
tions officers (PROs) to
caretaker ministers of the
provincial cabinet.
According to the notifi-
cation, issued here, on
Saturday, Ghulam Hussain
posted as PRO to Minister

Adnan Jalil, Khan Sarwar as
PRO to Bakht Nawaz Khan,
Mukhtiar Ahmad as PRO to
Shahid Khan Khattak,
Habibullah Mehsud as PRO
to Chief Secretary KP, Khan
Ghalib as PRO to Haji Fazal
Elahi, Mujahid Khan as
PRO to Manzoor Khan
Afridi, Riaz Ghafur as PRO
to Haji Muhammad
Ghufran, Irshad Ahmad as
PRO to Advocate Sawal

Nazir, Afrasiab as PRO to
Syed Muhammad Shah,
Shan Muhammad as PRO to
Taj Muhammad Afridi,
Muhammad Huzaifa as
PRO to Irshad Qaiser, Sajid
Khan as PRO to Shafiullah
Khan, Rizwan Malik as
PRO to Abdul Haleem
Qasuriya, Naeemul Haq as
PRO to Muhammad Ali
Shah and Qazi Arif as PRO
to Hamid Shah.

PTI responsible for
current inflation: PPP

PESHAWAR (APP):

their survival.

He said that former spokesman of KP
Govt Barrister Mohammad Ali Saif had
admitted that PTI government’s policy of
holding talks with the outlawed Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) resulted in a

“failure”.

Amjad Afridi demanded the federal and
provincial caretaker government to devise
a comprehensive plan to arrest terrorists
and their facilitators before holding of next

general elections.

He said that the current government

The Provincial
Information Secretary, Pakistan Peoples’
Party (PPP), Malik Amjad Afridi said on
Saturday that the former ruling party in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) was responsible for “current
inflation, corruption and deteriorating law
and order situation in the province”.
Addressing a press conference, here,
at Peshawar Press Club, Amjad Afridi
said that the leadership of PTI in KP
“misled” people on the name of change
and involved in negotiating with the
Taliban by providing them support in

had achieved success in restoring digni-

fied relations with world powers due to

policy.

its successful foreign policy and today
superpowers were giving importance to
Pakistan due to its successful foreign

He said the politics of Imran Khan was

“over” and only PPP would emerge victo-

rious in the next general elections.

He said that people were well aware of
the performance of PPP which had always
raised the voice of poor segments of the

society by providing them maximum relief

during its tenure.

Directorate foresee better future
of youth of merged districts: Asif

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Natives
in its effort to promote
Women Empowerment is
striving hard to take steps
that encourage young
women to become leaders
of tomorrow.

frhic] "
NATIVES

"Young womén
leaders Sumit"
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dential event on topics of

4-day Young Women
Leaders Summit was held
at Murree organized by The
Natives in collaboration
with Directorate of Youth
Affairs, KP. 33 Young wo-
men leaders were engaged
in an inclusive-based resi-

women empowerment,
women rights, gender-
based vilolence, early mar-
riages, and human rights.
Speakers from academia
and developmental sector
conducted sessions and
activities on the event top-
ics. Directorate of Youth

-

Fives pan
"Young women
leaders Summit" *

February 1-4, 2023

[
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Affairs, KP urges young
women to participate in
such kind of events that
will enhance their confi-
dence and understanding of
the rights they deserve.

Cold weather
predicted

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Regional Meteorological
Department on Saturday
forecast cold and partly
cloudy weather for most
districts, while very cold in
upper districts and hilly
areas. Isolated light rain is
likely to occur over Chitral,
Lower and Upper Dir, Mal-
akand, Buner, Swat, Sha-

"| ngla, Kohistan, Battagram,

Torghar, Mansehra, Abbo-
ttabad, Bajaur, Mardan,
Swabi, Peshawar, Chars-
adda, Mohmand, Khyber,
Kohat, Orakzai.

| ullah Khan said that prepa-

| and more than 1000 stu-

Police Line blast at LRH.

‘ -
PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali talking to an injured

‘JI to hold
peace march
on 8th’

PESHAWAR (APP): Tje
District Ameer Jamaat-e-
Islami Bahrullah Khan on
Saturday said that a peace
march will be held on
February 8 under the leader-
ship of party chief Sirajul
Haq in the provincial capital.

Talking to APP Bahr-

rations for the march are
going on and we are also in
touch with traders and
other social organizations
and invite them to join this
peace march.

He said that there is an
atmosphere of depression
in the entire province over
the Police Lines blast.

He said that we want the
end of terrorism from this
land and want peace in this
province.

He said that people of all
schools of thought should
join the peace march
because the law and order
is not only a problem of
Jamaat-e-Islami but of the
entire nation, so we want to
turn this march into a
national march.

Literary
festival
kicks off

PESHAWAR (APP): A
two-day literary festival
kicked off here on Saturday
aiming to enhance reading
and writing habits among
students and people in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The event was organized
by students with the sup-
port of US-Aid and Direc-
torate of Youth Affairs
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa here
at a local hotel.

Renowned scholars, wri-
ters, poets and journalists

dents of different schools,
colleges and universities
participated in the festival.
On its first day of the
festival the children’s liter-
ary activities, writing
workshop, and Pashto poet-
ic gatherings were held.
Renowned columnist,
and  educationist  Dr
Pervez Hoodbhoy, Dr
Nasir Jamal Khattak Vice
Chancellor Swabi
University, Dr Shabbana
Gul and Zubair Torwali
shared their views with the
students and also demand-
ed of the government to
revamp the curriculum
according to modern age.
Talking to APP, organiz-
er Abdur Rehman said that
the main purpose of the fes-
tival is to restore the link
between the writers and the
readers. He said that they
want to groom the creature
skills of the youth in the

province.

Caretaker minister vows
to revamp Industries
Dept subsidiaries

PESHAWAR (APP): Car-
etaker Minister for Ind-
ustries, Commerce and Re-
venue Khyber Pakhtunk-
hwa, Adnan Adeel Saturday
said that subsidiaries of the
Industries Department
would be revamped to
attract domestic and foreign
investment to the province.

Speaking in a Mulaqaat
Programme under the aus-
pices of the Khyber Union
of Journalists (KhUJ) here
on Saturday, he said that the
provincial Board of Invest-
ment & Trade (KP-BolT),
Small Industries Devel-
opment Board (SIDB) and
Economic Zones Devel-
opment & Management
Company (KP-EZDMC)
would be activated.

He said that being a
businessman by himself, he
is fully aware of the prob-

lems and issues faced by
the industrial and trading
communities of  the
province and will leave no
stone unturned to resolve
their problems and address
their issues.

He said that the promo-
tion of industries and
investment will generate
employment opportunities.

Adnan Adeel, who also
holds the portfolio of rev-
enue, said that during last
financial year, a revenue
target of Rs.9 billion was
achieved by the depart-
ment, but this year, he said
only 25% of the target is
achieved and hectic efforts
would be required to
achieve the same target.

He said that federal gov-
ernment has levied with-
holding and sales taxes on
the revenue collected by the

Board of Revenue, which
after the passage of the 18th
Constitutional Amendment
has no justification and
pledged to raise these mat-
ters with the federal gov-
ernment soon.

He said that digitization
of the revenue department
is progress, saying the com-
pletion of the process
would help increase the
revenue of the province. He
said that he has directed the
revenue department to pre-
pare a detailed report
regarding encroachments
on state land to him, so that
could be retrieved from the
occupants.

To a question, he said that
priority of the caretaker gov-
ernment is making arrange-
ments for free, fair and trans-
parent polls to prevail
democracy in the country.

Renovation Work 1s 1n

progress 1in Balahisar

TE.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In the his-
toric city of Peshawar,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
great architectural master-
piece ‘Fort Bala Hisar’ is
showing its glory even
after the passage of many
centuries. With the pas-
sage of time, new con-
structions were built on
top of the old structure,
increasing its height.

The total height of the
fort from the ground is 92
feet while the height of the
inner walls is 50 feet. The
walls are constructed of
solid red bricks. This dou-
ble-walled fort covers a
total area of fifteen acres
while the inner area is

about ten acres.

The fort has a historical
significance and with the
passage of time, the decora-
tion of this historical her-
itage continues to ensure
the protection.

Since 1948, Fort
Balahisar has been used by
the Headquarters Frontier
Corps North while it is also
opened for tourists at dif-
ferent times.

A large number of
school, college & universi-
ty students and families
visit here, while tourists
from all over the world also
visit here. The Department
of Archeology Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has contin-
ued restoration and renova-
tion of this great master-

Fort

piece. Even now, many
places in Balahisar are
being renovation.

With the passage of time
and due to the different sea-
sons, some places need to
be renovated so that every
part of this historical her-
itage can be protected. Fort
Bala Hisar has an important
role in the identity of
Peshawar city.

The events connected
with this historical heritage
highlight its importance.
The government of
Pakistan issues orders for
the protection of many such
historical places in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa from time to
time to ensure the protec-
tion of these historical
places of Pakistan.

Raziyah expresses resentment
over children prosecution

PESHAWAR (APP):
Daughter of Hurriyat
Kashmiri leader Yasin

Malik, Raziyah Sultana,
has expressed her strong
resentment over persecu-
tion of children in Indian
[llegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir at the hands
of indian occupying forces.
In an exclusive podcast
with Radio Pakistan, she
regretted that the Kashmiri
children are not being
allowed to get education
while pellet guns are also
being used against them
and their parents.
According to a Radio
Pakistan press release,
Raziyah Sultana said it is
the mission of her life to
protect the Kashmiri chil-
dren and send them to

schools. For this, she
sought the support of
Pakistani children.

Putting up a brave face,
Raziyah Sultana emphati-
cally stated that she is not
scared of Modi. Rather,
she said that Modi and
India are scared of her
father Yasin Malik and
that is why he has been
incarcerated.

Raziyah Sultana said
those languishing in jails
in the indian illegally
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir have committed
no crime, but their strug-
gle for right to self-deter-
mination is peaceful.

She said killing of inno-
cent Muslims is a crime
and this must come to an
end.

Raziyah Sultana also
urged the world communi-
ty including the United
Nations to save the
Kashmiri people from the
cruel clutches of Modi,
who wants to turn
Kashmir into mini-India.

She said the Kashmiris
should be given the right
to self-determination. She
was confident that the
Kashmiri people will get
independence very soon.

The daughter of
Hurriyat leader was appre-
ciative of the support
extended by Pakistan to
the oppressed Kashmiri
people, saying  that
Pakistan has always stood
by the innocent people and
Kashmir will become part
of Pakistan.

The ten years old
Raziyah  Sultana also
recalled childhood memo-
ries and the time she spent
with her father, saying that
she misses her father Yasin
Malik, very much,
expressing the confidence
that he will return soon.
She said four years have

passed since she last
talked to her father on the
telephone.

Daughter of Hurriyat
Kashmiri leader Yasin
Malik, Raziyah Sultana
also paid glowing tributes
to the founding father
Quaid-i-Azam Mubh-
ammad Ali Jinnah saying
that he is the role model
for us who spent the whole
of his life for the sake of
Pakistan.
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Cut in bus

F.P. Report
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Three killed
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fares demanded

MARDAN: Despite the
opening of CNG station

fare

could not be reduced.
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from the higher authori-
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details, CNG stations
were opened in Mardan
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in vehicles. During the
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D I KHAN (INP): A
teenager committed sui-

poi-
over
here

on Saturday. A 15-year-
old youth Muhammad
Majid s/o Zulfiqar Ali
hailing from village
Khano Khel of Dera
Ismail Khan consumed
toxic pills due to which
his condition deteriorat-

d to

local hospital in critical
condition but expired
treatment.
Reasons behind the sui-
cide could not be ascer-
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BAHAWALPUR (INP):
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Division
Raja Jahangir Anwar
has said that the voices
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from all over the world
and India has deprived
their
rights by changing the
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Kashmir. He expressed
these views during the
inauguration ceremony
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Industrialists flay Admn for
stoppage of cargo trucks on roads

F.P. Report

HARIPUR: Stopping cargo trucks
on Khanpur, Hattar Road is a con-
spiracy to destroy industries, the
disturbed the
industrialists by stopping the trucks
for many hours. Stopping the trucks
should be avoided to deliver the
goods to the industries on time,

administration has

Hattar.

In an emergency press conference
held at the HIA head office, the
industrialists of the industrial estate
said that stopping the freight trucks
on Hattar and Khanpur roads for
several hours by the local adminis-
tration is a heinous conspiracy to

destroy the industries.
Qadir Mehmood

Rehman and Taj Ghani, while hold-
ing an emergency press conference,
said that due to heavy taxes and clo-
sure of LCs, the industrialists have
already been disturbed, but the local
administration has not provided
goods to the industries of Hattar

Industrial Estate on Khanpur Road.
By stopping the trucks for hours,
there is a strong fear of thousands of
workers being unemployed due to
the timely delivery of raw materials.
The employment of workers is
dependent on and Hattar Industrial
Estate pays billions of rupees in
taxes to the government annually
and plays an important role in the
country's economy, but the extreme
of cruelty is that despite the clear
orders of the Supreme Court, over-
tax is still being collected in the
bills, electricity and Industries are on
the brink of collapse due to needle
gas issues, while the local adminis-
tration's stoppage of cargo trucks has
become a cause of more trouble for
industrialists, noted industrialists
Qadir Mehmood,
Abid? Attaurehman, Taj Ghani and
Others said that the government
should take immediate notice and
give relief to the industrialists so that
more industries can be set up and the
country's economy can improve and

Atta-U-

Chaudhry Yusuf

the local administration should avoid
stopping the vehicles supplying
goods to the industries in Hattar
State so that 70 thousand workers
will be unemployed due to timely
supply of goods can be avoided.

The extreme of cruelty is that the
Hattar Industrial Estate, which pays
billions of rupees in taxes, is not
even established up to the emer-
gency trauma center. In any emer-
gency, the patients are taken to
Haripur or Taxila, both sides are
25/30 km away from the Hattar
industry, which is on the patient's
way. They lose their lives, while the
Hattar Industry Estate is the largest
estate in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and is
paying billions of taxes annually,
and there is a lack of facilities. It is
completely ineffective, there is no
equipment up to the emergency Kkit.
We demand from the federal and
provincial governments
emergency unit should be built in
Fulfour, which has all the medical
equipment and doctors.

that an

Cancer dreadfully
increasing in Pakistan

Hafiz Aziz-ur-Rehman

HAFIZABAD: Cancer is
dreadfully increasing in
Pakistan. Renowned physi-
cian, consultant physician,
in-charge of Medicine
Department at District
Headquarter Hospital, Dr.
Muhammad Farooq has
said that the number of
cancer patients in the
world is more than 14 mil-
lion. More than 15,000
men die of lung cancer and
40,000 women die of
breast cancer every year in
Pakistan. He was express-
ing these views while talk-
ing to the media on the
occasion of World Cancer
Awareness Day.

He said that cancer is a
deadly disease. Lung can-
cer is common in men
while breast cancer is com-
mon in women. The rate of
fatal disease in Pakistan
has increased to an alarm-
ing extent. The annual
death toll has crossed 1
lakh. He said that every
year in Pakistan more than
178 thousand people suffer
from different types of
cancer among them,
80,000 men and more than
90,000 women. Among
them, 15,000 men die of
lung cancer, while more
than 40,000 women die of
breast cancer.

He said that along with
breast, lung and mouth
cancer, stomach cancer is

also increasing in Pakistan.
He further said that
according to the World
Health Organization, can-
cer has become the fastest
growing disease in the
world. Currently, the num-
ber of cancer patients in
the world is 14 million and
it is feared that in the next
ten years this number may
reach 25 million with an
increase of 11 million.
DPO gets honourary
shields: Deputy
Commissioner Hafizabad
Tougeer Ilyas Cheema
gave away honourary
shields to DPO Hafizabad
Rai Mazhar Igbal to
acknowledge his good per-
formance for maintaining
law and order situation and
provision of justice to peo-
ple without any discrimi-
nation during his posting
in the district. Honourary
Shield were also given to
ADCR Abdul Rauf, AC
Hafizabad Rab Nawaz
Chadhar, AC Pindi
Bhattian  Bilawal Ali
Hunjra, AC HMR and
Coordination Ishfaq
Ahmad, PSO to DC Malik
Abdul Qadoos, District
Nazar Malik Shoaib Aslam
Awan, Incharge Security

Branch  Mian Imtiaz
Ahmad, office
Superintendent ~ Hamid

Kamal Ansari, Reader to
DC Tanveer Ahmad and
representative of District
Information Officer

Hafizabad Anjum Sohail
for showing good perform-
ance in connection with
improving service deliv-
ery.

On the occasion, DC
said that honest, hardwork-
ing and dedicated officers
and officials are honour
and assets of district
administration while such
employees  would be
encouraged at all level.

Kashmir  Solidarity
Day: Kashmir Solidarity
Day is also being observed
in the district to highlight
Indian brutality on sup-
pressed people of Indian
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, today. In this
connection, major ceremo-
ny is being held at district
complex Hafizabad. DC
Tougeer Ilyas Cheema will
hoist national flag and lead
Kashmir Solidarity Walk.
Government officers, offi-
cials, social, religious,
political workers, students,
teachers and other people
will participate in the
walk.

Different functions will
also be held at schools,
colleges in  Sukheke
Mandi, Pindi Bhattian,
Jalalpur Bhattian, Kaleke
Mandi and other cities and
towns of the district to
draw attention of the world
community towards inhu-
man violence by India on
innocent people of occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir.
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HYDERABAD: Workers of Sui Southern Insaf Jafa Kush Union Sindh and
Balochistan holding a protest rally in favour of their demands.

Ms. Sehrish
awarded
PhD Degree

F.P. Report

KOHAT: The Department

of Biotechnology and
Genetic Engineering,
Kohat  University  of

Science and Technology,
arranged Public Defense
for the award of PhD
Degree to Scholar Ms.
Sehrish Khan under the
Supervision of Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Jamil.

The scholar in the pres-
ence of Examiners (Prof.
Dr. Shahid Niaz Dean, Prof
Dr Raza Ahmad COMSAT
University Islamabad, Prof.
Dr. Mushtaq Ahmad Qusid
e Azam University
Islamabad and Prof Dr.
Daud khan KUST) defend-
ed her PhD research.

The public defense was
attended by a good number
of Faculty and Students
from Faculty of Biological
Sciences. The chairperson
Prof Dr. Noor Muhammad
facalitated the whole event
and appretiated all the
examiners for their valu-
able time.

Boy kills
mother for

honour

GUJRANWALA (INP): A
Closed-Circuit  Television
(CCTV) footage of the ‘hon-
our killing’, wherein a 12-
year-old boy killed his moth-
er in Gujranwala, has
emerged. According to
details, a 12-year-old boy —
identified as Sawan — killed
his mother over “honour” in
Gujranwala’s Satellite town
on Wednesday (February
01).

In the CCTV footage, the
child — who was wearing a
burga — can be seen opening
fire on her mother. The vic-
tim’s brother has filed a
police report, maintaining

- | that deceased Nazia Bibi was

divorced by her husband a

few months ago. “After sep-

aration, Sawan and his two
brothers lived with their
father, while my sister was
taking care of three other
children,” he added.

The deceased had already
filed a case against her ex-
husband Salim for not bear-
ing the expenses of their
children. As per police inves-
tigation, the victim Nazia
Bibi left home with her sis-
ter, when her son opened fire
at her leaving her dead on the
spot while injuring another
woman — identified as his
aunt.

Robbery incidents
on the increase in
Dargai Bazaar

Shafi ullah

MINGORA: Robbery in

Dargai Bazaar spark trad-
ers, deep anger among
businessmen across the
division, demanding the
arrest of the involved per-
sons.

President of Malakand
Division Abdul Rahim
raised questions about the
systematic operation of
robbery group in Mega
Mart in a broad daylight.
The members of the organ-
ized dacoity group should
be immediately arrested
and punished. According to
the details, the business
community of Malakand
Division is very angry
against the organized
dacoity group robbery at
Mega Mart in daylight in
Dargai Bazaar.

Malakand Division
Traders Federation
President Abdul Rahim and
General Secretary Zowar
Khan have strongly con-
demned the incident and
called it a cowardly move.
While talking to media rep-
resentatives, he said that if
the incident of robbery of
Haji Gohar ghee dealer had
come to an end, this inci-
dent would not have hap-
pened today.

They said that the occur-
rence of a robbery by an
organized gang in the Mega
Mart in Dargai Bazaar in
broad daylight is a matter

of moment for the local
administration and law
enforcement agencies, but
it is a question mark on
their performance. They
said that due to this cow-
ardly incident, a strong
reaction is being expressed
in the business community
of Malakand division. The
anxiety found among the
traders can be removed

They said that in this
regard, the responsible
and relevant authorities
should  realize  their
responsibilities and take
all measures to protect the
life and property, honor
and dignity of the people,
provide protection to the
business of the business
community of Malakand
Division, the administra-
tion and It is the responsi-
bility of the concerned
authorities , the incident
of robbery of Haji Gohar
ghee dealer been brought
to an end, then this inci-
dent would not have hap-
pened in Dargai Bazaar
today and the accused
should be arrested and
brought to justice.

Swat  Police arrest
another motorcycle lifter:
Swat Police have arrested
the second accused member
of the motorcycle lifters
gang and recovered four
stolen motorcycles from his
possession. An FIR of the
motorcycle lifting was reg-
istered with Police Station

Saidu Sharif by a com-
plainant Shahab Ahmad,
resident of Raja Abad. The
motorcycle was lifted from
Roshan Hospital, Saidu
Sharif.

Taking notice of the inci-
dent, Regional Police
Officer (RPO) Malakand,
Sajjad and District Police
Officer (DPO) Swat,
Shafiullah Gandapur
formed a joint team headed
by SP Swat and SDPO
Saidu Sharif and compris-
ing of Station House
Officer (SHO) Saidu Sharif
and other police officers
and tasked it for the arrest
of the accused and recovery
of the motorcycle.

The investigation while
utilizing modern scientific
techniques traced the gang
with the help of CCTV
cameras and arrested its
ring leader Akhtar Said son
of Redol, resident of
Balasur, Chapriyal and
recovered five motorcycles
from  his  possession.
During the investigation, he
revealed the names of his
two accomplices. Saidu
Sharif Police while follow-
ing the case arrested the
accused Abdul Rehman son
of Redi Gul, resident of
Chapriyal and recovered
four more stolen motorcy-
cles from his possession.
Efforts for the arrest of the
third accused Omar Ali ,
resident of Mardan, were in
progress.

Rally held 1n favour
of police 1n Dir

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The Lower
Dir civil society and politi-
cal activists on the call of

Pakistan Democratic
Movement on Saturday
staged a protest rally

against the Peshawar Police
Lines outside bombing and
to express solidarity with
the police outside
theTamergara Press Club.
The protesters also held a
peace march.

The protesters holding
banners and placards in

their hands with slogans
condemning the Peshawar
tragedy and paying tribute
to the martyrs chanted slo-
gans for peace.

The PDM district prrsi-
dent and former MPA Haji
Bahadar Khan, Malik
Muhammad Zeib, Muzaffar
Syed, Nawabzada
Mahmood Zeib Khan,
Malik Azmat Khan, Sardar
Javed Tajik Advocate, Qazi
Ayaz and Malik Shah
Naseem addressed and said
that the Peshawar Police
Lines bomb blast was an

attack on the Pakhtun
nation and there was little
to condemn them.

They said that the nation
stood by the police force in
this hour of grief and sor-
row and those elements
who wanted to spread
unrest, terrorism and chaos
in the country. They
demanded the government
to deal the perpetrators
with iron hands. The
speakers said that no sacri-
fice would be spared to
maintain peace and order
in Lower Lower.

I KHAN: Student holding a walk to support Kashmiri people on the occasion
of Kashmir Solidarity Day.

Faisalabad to observe
Kashmir Solidarity Day

FAISALABAD (APP): The
Kashmir Solidarity Day
would be observed
throughout the district on
Sunday, February 5, with
the renewal of commitment
of continuing support to
Kashmiri brethren till liber-
ation of held Kashmir,
according to a spokesper-
son for the district adminis-
tration. The day will start
with special prayers in
mosques of the city for
early freedom of occupied
Kashmir. Quran Khawani
sittings would also be
arranged after Fajr prayers
where the participants
would also offer 'Fateha' for
the martyrs of Kashmir
struggle. One-minute
silence would also be
observed at 10 a.m. in the
city while activists of reli-
gious groups would make a
chain of human hands in
the city to honour Kashmiri
martyrs.

The religio-political and
social organisations would
also arrange a number of
functions, meetings, semi-
nars and walks to highlight

the importance of Kashmir
Solidarity = Day.  The
spokesman  said  that

Divisional Commissioner
Ms Silwat Saeed, flanked
by Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Imran Hamid Sheikh,
and City Police Officer
(CPO)  Syed  Khalid
Mehmood Hamdani, would
unfurl the national flag at
Metropolitan Corporation
Hall besides addressing a
seminar and leading a walk
in this connection on the
same day.

The Faisalabad Arts
Council (FAC) would also
arrange a painting exhibi-
tion at Nusrat Fateh Ali
Auditoium at 11 a.m. to
mark the day. The Police
Department has also made
comprehensive  security
arrangements  for  the
Kashmir Solidarity Day
functions to foil nefarious
designs of the enemy. A
spokesman said that more
than 500 police officials as
well as officers would per-
form security duty at vari-
ous sites whereas Dolphin
force and Elite force teams
would remain  active
throughout the day and
ensure thorough patrolling,
especially in sensitive
areas. City Police Officer
(CPO)  Syed  Khalid

Mehmood Hamdani also
directed the SPs, DSPs and
Inspectors to take appropri-
ate measures and beef up
security in their respective
areas, especially at public
places. The CPO would
check sector-wise security
of the Kashmir Day func-
tions, he added.

One killed

ATTOCK (APP): A furious
woman fed up with domes-
tic violence shot dead her|
husband in village
Kamalpur Musa in the limits
of Rangoo Hazro Police sta-
tion on Saturday, police
sources said.

According to police
sources, the couple which
belongs to KP was living in
a rented house in the village
where an identified person
named Abdullah Khan sub-
jected his wife Nazakat Bibi-
mother of four, to domestic
violence. On Saturday, when
the man trashed her, the
woman out of rage took out|
a pistol and shot her husband
and fled away. Later the
Police shifted the body to the
tehsil headquarters hospital

Hazro for an autopsy.
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Brazil sinks aircraft carrier in
risk

-

Atlantic despite poll

SAO PAULO (Agencies): Brazil has
sunk a decommissioned aircraft carri-
er in the Atlantic Ocean despite con-
cerns expressed by environmental

groups that the ageing warship was e
packed with toxic materials. The |
“planned and controlled sinking [;

occurred late in the afternoon”, some
350 km (220 miles) off the Brazilian
coast in the Atlantic Ocean, in an area

with an “approximate depth of 5,000 &

meters [16,000 feet]”, Brazil’s Navy
said in a statement.

The decision to scuttle the six- |
“Sao [

decade-old aircraft carrier
Paulo” came after Brazilian authori-
ties had tried in vain to find a port
willing
Though defence officials said they
would sink the vessel in the “safest
area”, environmentalists attacked the
decision, saying the warship con-
tained tonnes of asbestos, heavy met-
als and other toxic materials that
could leach into the water and pollute
the marine food chain.

The Basel Action Network had
called on newly-elected Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva -
who took office last month pledging
to reverse surging environmental
destruction under far-right ex-
President Jair Bolsonaro — to immedi-
ately halt the “dangerous” plan to
scuttle the ship. The NGO
Shipbreaking Platform — a coalition
of environmental, labour and human
rights organisations — had described
Brazil’s planned sinking of the Sao
Paulo as potentially a “state-spon-
sored environmental crime”.

Built in the late 1950s in France,
whose navy sailed the aircraft carrier
for 37 years as the Foch, the warship
had earned a place in 20th-century

i

to welcome the vessel. &

naval history. The Sao Paulo took
part in France’s first nuclear tests in
the Pacific in the 1960s and saw
deployments in Africa, the Middle
East and the former Yugoslavia from
the 1970s to 1990s. Brazil bought the
266-metre (873ft) aircraft carrier for
$12 million in 2000. A fire that broke
out on board the ship in 2005 acceler-
ated the vessel’s decline.

Last year, Brazil authorised
Turkish firm Sok Denizcilik to dis-
mantle the Sao Paulo for scrap metal.
But in August, just as a tugboat was
about to tow it into the Mediterranean
Sea, Turkish environmental authori-
ties blocked the plan. Brazil’s defence
ministry said in a statement that the
dismantling plan for the ship “repre-
sented an unprecedented attempt” by
Brazil to safely dispose of the ship
through “environmentally sound
recycling”.

ution
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Brazil then brought the aircraft
carrier back home but did not allow it
into port, citing the “high risk” to the
environment. According to the
defence ministry statement, the area
selected for the sinking was identified
by the Navy’s Hydrography Centre,
which considered it the “safest” loca-
tion as it was outside Brazil’s exclu-
sive economic zone, environmental
protection areas, free from document-
ed submarine cable and was at a
depth greater than 3,000 metres
(9,840ft). “In view of the facts pre-
sented and the increasing risk
involved in towing, due to the deteri-
oration of the hull’s buoyancy condi-
tions and the inevitability of sponta-
neous/uncontrolled sinking, it is not
possible to adopt any other course of
action other than jettisoning the hull,
through of the planned and controlled
sinking,” the ministry said.

Sudan demands United Nations
immediately lift arms embargo

UNITED NATIONS (AP):
Sudan is demanding the
UN  Security Council
immediately lift an arms
embargo and other sanc-
tions imposed during vio-
lence in the western Darfur
region in 2005, saying the
punishment did not include
conditions or require the
military government to
meet UN benchmarks.
Sudan’s UN ambassador,
Al-Harith Idriss Mohamed,
said in a letter to the coun-
cil circu that the sanctions
“are no longer relevant to
the magnificent reality on
the ground in Darfur today
compared to the situation in
2005.” “Darfur has, for the
most part, overcome the
state of war, as well as pre-
vious security and political
challenges,” he said.
Mohamed said Sudan’s
transitional government is
committed to addressing
the remaining social and
security issues in Darfur,
including sporadic tribal
clashes. He added that
efforts are being made to

form and deploy a Joint
Security-Keeping Force to
protect  civilians. The
Sudanese government has
repeatedly  urged the
Security Council to lift
sanctions but this letter was
much stronger. It said that
“Sudan will accept nothing
less than the immediate lift-
ing of these sanctions with-
out conditions or bench-
marks.”

The Darfur conflict
began in 2003 when rebels
took up arms against the
authoritarian government
in Khartoum then led by
Omar al-Bashir, accusing it
of discrimination and neg-
lect. The UN previously
estimated 00,000 people
died in the conflict and 2.7
million fled their homes.
Al-Bashir is wanted by the
International Criminal
Court for alleged atrocities
in Darfur. The court issued
an arrest warrant for him in
2009 for crimes against
humanity and war crimes
and added genocide to the
charges in 2010.

In April 2019, Al-Bashir
was ousted after three
decades in power. He is
incarcerated in Khartoum,
where he is facing corrup-
tion charges and charges
related to the overthrow of
the former elected govern-
ment. In October 2021,
Sudan was plunged into
turmoil following a coup
led by the country's leading
military figure, Gen. Abdel-
Fattah Burhan, that derailed
the short-run democratic
transition following al-
Bashir’s ouster.

Sudan's ambassador told
the Security Council that
the contined sanctions have
had “a detrimental impact
and negative consequences
that extend beyond the arms
embargo in Darfur and the
targeted sanctions on some
individuals,” including
asset freezes and travel
bans. Sanctions discourage
investors and “encourage
the rogue armed trans-
boundary bands to disrupt
peace and order in Darfur,
owing to the imbalance of

hard power,” Mohamed
said. Lifting sanctions
would enable Sudan “to fur-
ther play an active regional
role,” he said.

In July 2021, UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres ~ recommended
four benchmarks to guide
the Security Council in
reviewing sanctions:
progress on political and
economic governance
issues; transitional security
arrangements in Darfur; the
National Plan for Civilian
Protection; and transitional
justice and accountability.
Mohamed said some of the
benchmarks and targets
“are completely unrealistic
and cannot be met, neither
in the Sudan nor elsewhere
in the majority of develop-
ing nations.” He not not
single out any of the bench-
marks. The ambassador
aslo accused some council
members of refraining from
engaging with Sudan's gov-
ernment “to achieve realis-
tic, applicable and measur-
able benchmarks.”

Austin mayor apologizes as
city struggles to restore power

AUSTIN, Texas (AP):
Widespread power outages
in the Texas capital

stretched into a third day for
thousands of residents fol-
lowing a winter storm that
was spiraling into a manage-
ment crisis as city leaders
remained unable to say
when all the lights would
come back on. Impatience
among frazzled, freezing
and fed-up families in
Austin escalated even as
milder weather returned.
The newly elected mayor
stood before cameras and
apologized after a week of
slow repairs, failed technol-
ogy and lacking communi-
cation with the public.

“The city let its citizens
down. The situation is
unacceptable to the com-
munity, and it’s unaccept-
able to me,” said Mayor
Kirk Watson, a Democrat
who took office in January.
“And I'm sorry.” While
New England began shiver-
ing and closed schools
under an Arctic blast
expected to bring the cold-
est weather in a generation,

temperatures finally started
to moderate and bring some
relief to Austin, where at
any given time about 30%
of customers in the nation's
11th-largest city have been
without electricity since the
ice storm swept into Texas.
City officials said that sig-
nificant progress was final-
ly being made as frozen

equipment and  roads
thawed. About 117,000
customers  still lacked

power, according to Austin
Energy, the city's utility.
That’s down from a peak of
around 170,000 people,
nearly a third of all cus-
tomers.

But frustration was not
melting away for residents
who still had no assurances
or sense of when their
power would return. “I just
honestly think they were not
prepared for any of this,”
said Edward Kim, 43,
whose home had been with-
out power or heat. He was
using a generator to keep his
house “on life support,”
while his wife took her 7-
year-old daughter to her

office to get a shower. Steve
Spencer, 63, had also been
without power — despite
the city's utility calling him
twice to tell him his power
was on, he said. “I don't
know what's going on down
there,” he said.

Will Rison didn’t lose
power, but his parents, who
are in their 70s, have been
without electricity. They’ve
been coming to his home to
charge their phones and take
showers. “You can only
wrap yourself in so many
blankets and wait it out,”
Rison said. For many, the
outages stirred unpleasant
memories of the 2021
blackouts in Texas, when
hundreds of people died
after the state’s power grid
was pushed to the brink of
total failure because of a
lack of generation. That was
not the case this week, as the
grid maintained sufficient
reserves. Energy experts
said Austin's dense tree
canopy made the outages
caused by fallen trees and
iced-over power lines more
widespread. Most power

lines are overhead, and
Austin officials said burying
existing lines would be
expensive and more difficult
to repair.

Austin Energy at one
point said power would be
fully restored by but then
backtracked, saying the
damage was worse than
originally calculated. The
utility's online system for
reporting outages also tem-
porarily crashed this week,
and city leaders did not hold
a news conference to pub-
licly answer questions.
“This was a reminder you
can have plenty of power
plants but still have an unre-
liable grid,” said Michael
Webber, professor of energy
resources at the University
of Texas at Austin. “The
wires and poles are the weak
point of the system.”

There have been no
reports of deaths from this
week's power outages,
though the storm and freeze
have been blamed for at
least 12 traffic fatalities on
slick roads in Texas,
Arkansas and Oklahoma.

SK FM Park
touts US
‘extended

deterrence’

WASHINGTON (Reuters):
South  Korea  Foreign
Minister Park Jin said after

¢ meeting US top diplomat

Antony Blinken that Seoul

#| and Washington were com-
{| mitted

to strengthening
"extended deterrence" in
relation to North Korea.
South Korea has sought
assurances over extended
deterrence, referring to the
ability of the US military to

o | deter attacks on US allies,

amid  concerns  over
Pyongyang's  increasing
missile and nuclear capa-
bilities. "The ROK
(Republic of Korea) and
the US will continue our
watertight coordination to
achieve genuine peace on
the Korean Peninsula,"
Park said during a joint
news conference following
the meeting at the State
Department in Washington.

"We are committed to
strengthening  extended
deterrence while maintain-
ing a robust combined
defense posture. Any
provocations by North
Korea will be met with a
firm and united response."
Park and Blinken's meeting
followed a visit to Seoul
this week by US Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin,
who vowed to expand mili-
tary drills and boost nuclear
deterrence planning to
counter North Korea's
weapons development and
prevent a war.

Major car producer
South Korea has sought
talks with the United States
over the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA),
which excludes electric
vehicles assembled outside
of North America from tax
credits in the United States.
"We will also work togeth-
er to ensure that the infla-
tion Reduction Act is
implemented in ways that
address Korean companies'
concerns and benefit both
our businesses and indus-
tries," Park said. Park said
Seoul would also explore
the potential for coopera-
tion with Washington under
the CHIPS and Science
Act, a law designed to
boost US semiconductor
production and research
with a view to competition
with China.

Ethiopia PM
holds meeting
with Tigray
leaders

TIGRAY (AFP): Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed and other govern-
ment officials held their
first meeting with
Tigrayan leaders since a
November peace deal,
officials and state media
said. The two sides evalu-
ated "actions carried out
on the implementation of
the Pretoria and Nairobi
peace agreements so far"
and discussed issues that
"need further attention,"
the Ethiopian
Broadcasting Corporation
said.

The meeting took place
at a resort in southern
Ethiopia, it said. A peace
deal between Abiy's gov-
ernment and the Tigray
People's Liberation Front
(TPLF) signed in South
Africa's capital Pretoria in
November  last  year
silenced the guns in north-
ern Ethiopia.

Under the terms of the
agreement, the TPLF
agreed to disarm and re-
establish the authority of
the federal government in
return for the restoration of
access to Tigray, which
was largely cut off from
the outside world during
the two-year war. Abiy's
national security adviser
Redwan Hussein said on
Twitter that Abiy and other
government officials "met
today and held discussion
with TPLF delegation
regarding the progress of
the peace process."

UN rights chief
concerned about
Israel’s moves

GENEVA (AP): The UN
human rights chief
expressed concerns that
steps taken by the new
Israeli government, the
most far-right in the coun-
try’s history, could fuel fur-
ther violations of human
rights and humanitarian law
in the wake of a recent
spike in bloodshed in the
region.

Volker Tiirk cited steps
such as forced evictions of
Palestinians from their
homes and government
moves to expedite Israelis’
access to firearms. He
called on leaders, officials
and everyone else on both
sides to stop using language
that incites hatred, and to
shun violence. “Rather than
doubling down on failed
approaches of violence and
coercion that have singular-
ly failed in the past, I urge
everyone involved to step
out of the illogic of escala-
tion that has only ended in
dead bodies, shattered lives
and utter despair,” said
Tirk, who took office in
October as the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights.

Israel's ambassador in
Geneva accused the rights
office of condemning a
“legitimate response” by
her country — instead of
condemning ‘“heinous ter-
rorist attacks” against
Jewish worshippers and
Israeli civilians. The region
is facing one of the dead-

liest periods of the Israeli-
Palestinian  conflict in
years. An Israeli military
raid last week killed 10
Palestinians — most of
them militants — but also a
61-year-old woman. A
Palestinian gunman in a
shooting attack a day later
outside an east Jerusalem
synagogue killed seven
people, including a 14-
year-old.

Israel’s firebrand nation-
al security minister, Itamar
Ben-Gvir, responded by
taking steps to demolish the
home of the gunman and
other Palestinian homes in
east Jerusalem built without
permits, and called for
granting more gun licenses
to Israelis. Israeli aircraft
struck a rocket production
workshop in the Gaza Strip,
after Palestinian militants
fired a rocket toward Israel.
Over the weekend, a shoot-
ing in east Jerusalem by a
13-year-old  Palestinian
wounded two Israelis.

“I fear that recent meas-
ures being taken by the
government of Israel are
only fueling further viola-
tions and abuses of human
rights law and violations of
international humanitarian
law," Tiirk said. Such laws
prohibit “collective punish-
ment,” including punitive
forced evictions and demo-
lition of homes, he said,
warning that expanded
licensing of firearms to
civilians plus a rise in hate-

ful rhetoric "can only lead
to further violence and
bloodshed.”

Israel has long accused
United Nations institutions
of anti-Israel bias, and the
UN-backed Human Rights
Council — a 47-member-
state body, which like the
rights office is based in
Geneva — has passed more
country-specific  resolu-
tions involving Israel than
any other single country.
The office of Meirav Eilon
Shahar, Israel's ambassador
to the UN in Geneva,
lashed out at the statement
from Tiirk's office, saying
that he broke his silence
over the attacks against
Israeli civilians “not by
condemning these acts of
terrorism, not by offering
his condolences to the vic-
tims’ families, not by even
describing these attacks as
acts of terrorism, but by

solely condemning the
State of Israel.”
The statement from

Tiirk’s office “does not
even have the decency to
describe the attacks last
week for what they were,
acts of Palestinian terrorism
targeting the Jewish peo-
ple,” Eilon Shahar said. “Its
prejudice towards Israel
means it chooses to turn a
blind eye to the daily incite-
ment of children by the
Palestinian Authority and
their support for terrorism,"
she added. "This must end
now.”

Dutch slavery exhibition to
open at UN headquarters

THE HAGUE (AP): A
landmark exhibition on
slavery in the Dutch colo-
nial era that was first staged
at Amsterdam's
Rijksmuseum is going on
display at the United
Nations in New York. The
show, titled “Slavery. Ten
True Stories of Dutch
Colonial Slavery,” will
open in the the UN head-
quarters' visitors' lobby
from Feb. 27-March 30, as
part of a UN outreach pro-
gram on the trans-Atlantic
slave trade, the
Rijksmuseum announced.
“Recognizing the contin-
uing impact of slavery on
world history is of great
importance. We are very
grateful to the United
Nations for drawing atten-
tion to this important sub-

ject through the exhibition,”
Rijksmuseum General
Director Taco Dibbits said
in a statement. The exhibi-
tion at the UN is an adapted
version of the show titled
“Slavery” that was opened
in 2021 at the Rijksmuseum
in Amsterdam and told the
story of slavery by drilling
down into the personal sto-
ries of 10 people, ranging
from enslaved workers to a
wealthy Amsterdam
woman.

The unflinching exhibi-
tion looks at the lives of
people who were enslaved,
those who profited from the
inhumane trade and people
who opposed it in the
Dutch colonial era, from
the 17th to the 19th century
— in Brazil, Suriname and
the Caribbean, as well as in

South Africa, Asia and the
Netherlands. The
Rijksmuseum show tapped
into a national debate about
slavery that gained momen-
tum amid the Black Lives
Matter movement that
swept the world after the
2020 death of Black man
George Floyd at the hands
of police in Minneapolis. In
December, Dutch Prime
Minister Mark Rutte apolo-
gized for the Dutch state's
role in slavery.

The grim centerpiece of
the UN slavery exhibition
will be a set of wooden
stocks known as a tronco,
derived from the
Portuguese word for tree
trunk, in which several
enslaved people could be
constrained by clamping
their ankles.

US seeks to expel Russian
mercenaries from Sudan, Libya

CAIRO (AP): The United
States has stepped up pres-
sure on Middle East allies to
expel the Wagner Group, a
military contractor owned
by an oligarch with close ties
to Russia’s president, from
chaos-stricken Libya and
Sudan where it has expand-
ed in recent years, regional
officials told The Associated
Press.

The US effort described
by officials comes as the
Biden administration is
making a broad push against
the mercenaries. The US has
slapped new sanctions on
the Wagner Group in recent
months over its expanding
role in Russia’s war in
Ukraine. The group is
owned by Russian oligarch
Yevgeny Prigozhin, who has
close ties to Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
The Pentagon has described
it as a surrogate for the
Russian Defense Ministry.
The Kremlin denies any
connection.

The Biden administration
has been working for
months with regional pow-
ers Egypt and the United

Arab Emirates to pressure
military leaders in Sudan
and Libya to end their ties
with the group, according to
more than a dozen Libyan,
Sudanese and Egyptian offi-
cials. They asked for
anonymity to speak freely
and because they were not
authorized to discuss the
issue with the media. A sen-
ior Egyptian government
official with direct knowl-
edge of the talks said the
Wagner group “is at the top
of every meeting.”

The group  doesn’t
announce its operations, but
its presence is known from
reports on the ground and
other evidence. In Sudan, it
was originally associated
with former strongman
Omar al-Bashir and now
works with the military lead-
ers who replaced him. In
Libya, it's associated with
east Libya-based military
commander Khalifa Hifter.
Wagner has deployed thou-
sands of operatives in
African and Middle Eastern
countries including Mali,
Libya, Sudan, the Central
African Republic, and Syria.

Its aim in Africa, analysts
say, is to support Russia’s
interests amid rising global
interest in the resource-rich
continent. Rights experts
working with the US on Jan.
31 accused the group of
committing possible war
crimes and crimes against
humanity in Mali, where it is
fighting alongside govern-
ment forces.

“Wagner tends to target
countries ~ with  natural
resources that can be used
for Moscow’s objectives —
gold mines in Sudan, for
example, where the resulting
gold can be sold in ways that
circumvent Western sanc-
tions,” said Catrina Doxsee,
an expert on Wagner at the
Washington-based Center
for Strategic and
International Studies. Asked
for comment, Prigozhin told
AP through his representa-
tives that African countries
should be wary of US policy.
“We are closely following
the movements of the CIA
director and attempts to put
pressure on the authorities of
various states," the statement
said.

Nigeria’s Peter Obi started a movement. Can he become president?

ABUJA (Agencies): This month, after
eight years of a Muhammadu Buhari
presidency under which Nigeria
emerged as the world’s poverty capi-
tal and endured two recessions in five
years, Nigerians will head to the polls
to elect his successor, hoping for a
new era.

Since the country’s return to
democracy in 1999, Nigeria’s presi-
dency has rotated between two politi-
cal parties, the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) now in opposition, and
the ruling All Progressives Congress
(APC). But now, the trade union-
backed Labour Party is campaigning
with Peter Obi, former two-term gov-
ernor of the southeastern state of
Anambra, as leader — and people are
taking notice.

Several polls and surveys have pro-
jected a win for Obi on February 25,
including one conducted for
Bloomberg News by Premise Data
Corp in September 2022 in which 72
percent of respondents named him as
their first-choice candidate.
Competition, however, remains stiff
despite Obi’s rivals carrying plenty of
baggage.

The main one is APC’s Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, the influential former
governor of Lagos who was instru-
mental in Buhari’s historic victory in
2015. He has been deemed the candi-
date to beat, despite fighting to shake
off controversies of a past life of
alleged drug dealing and falsifying his
age. Tinubu’s choice of a fellow
Muslim, Kashim Shettima, as a run-

ning mate remains divisive in a popu-
lation split almost evenly between
Christians and Muslims. Tickets for
the major parties are usually been split
between the two major religions.
Allegations of corruption continue
to trail Tinubu’s time in office and that
of his former friend and business part-
ner, the former vice president, Atiku
Abubakar, who is the PDP’s presiden-
tial candidate. There is also the New
Nigeria People’s Party (NNPP)’s
Rabiu Kwankwaso, former governor
of Kano and an influential figure in
the north. Both Tinubu and Abubakar
can marshal immense resources and
may benefit from organised party
structures that could help swing the
election. But Obi, who was
Abubakar’s running mate in 2019, has

sought to claim the moral high
ground.

“l have challenged everyone, go
and see whether there is anywhere a
kobo [coin] of Anambra state money’s
missing,” the 61-year-old declared
emphatically at a town hall series
organised this January by Channels
Television, one of the country’s lead-
ing broadcasters. In the eight months
since defecting from the PDP, Obi’s
promises of inclusion and accounta-
bility have resonated far and wide,
resulting in a groundswell of support
reinvigorating an otherwise lacklustre
campaign.

Numerous endorsements that have
ruffled feathers in the political estab-
lishment have followed, including
from former President Olusegun

Obasanjo who describes Obi as a
“mentee” as well as prominent author
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie who
calls him her “dearest big bro”. For
Obi, who was born in Onitsha, a town
home to West Africa’s largest outdoor
market, success first came in business.
He is listed as the youngest chairman
of a publicly listed bank in Nigeria
and also has interests in beverage
imports.

His wealth was useful during a
lengthy litigation process preceding
his first stint in public office as gover-
nor of Anambra. His party at the time,
the All Grand Progressives Alliance
(APGA) alleged electoral malpractice
against the PDP’s Chris Ngige. Obi’s
2006 swearing-in was a seminal
moment that effectively distorted

Nigeria’s electoral calendar; five of 36
state elections will not be held this
year because other candidates have
followed Obi’s path in getting the
Supreme Court to agree that their
tenures began after they were restored
to office, not from when election
results were initially announced.

Obi was also impeached by the
state parliament but the courts
reversed the decision. But how did a
wealthy capitalist and establishment
figure become the avatar for political
disruption and candidate for the
union-backed Labour Party? Amaka
Anku, professor at Georgetown’s
Walsh School of Foreign Service and
head of Eurasia Group’s Africa prac-
tice, said Obi has keyed into people’s
desire for change.
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What left
by the Apex
Committee

THE National Apex Committee expressed

its determination to protect the life and

property of the people at every cost and
make an example out of the terrorists who shed
the blood of Pakistanis. The forum assured the
nation that those who attacked innocent
Pakistanis, would be punished and the govern-
ment would come up to its expectations.

Finally, the stage has been set once again, and
the events started repeating after a pause of eight
years, as the top civil-military joint mechanism
has been revived in the center and at the provincial
level. The first meeting of the National Apex
Committee had been convened in Peshawar on
Friday. The committee reviewed the implementa-
tion of the National Action Plan and deliberated
over the suggestions put forth for its improvement
in the current situation. The top national forum
adopted multiple decisions including the upgrada-
tion of the National Counter Terrorism Authority
(NACTA), CTD, and police, and the provision of
necessary training, weapons, and other equipment
to LEAs to enhance their capacity. The committee
also urged the Ulema and Religious scholars to
condemn terrorism and play a positive role in
eradicating this menace from the country.

In fact, Pakistan fell prey to the purblind poli-
cies of its leaders and no accountability of corrupt
politicians and bureaucrats, and the nation faced
multiple setbacks in history including the separa-
tion of East Pakistan, recurrent dictatorships,
industrial depletion, agricultural and economic
collapse, flourishment of extremism and perennial
resurgence of terrorism, no implementation of
comprehensive National Action Plan (NAP) agais-
nt terrorism and repetition of APS like massacres
in the country. If there had a stern action against
the perpetrators of the Agartala Conspiracy no fall
of Dhaka was to happen and if the first dictator
had been prosecuted for waging war agaisnt the
state no other coup could occur if Justice trading
had been ensured no horse trading ever happened.
Similarly, if the perpetrators of the APS attack
would have been hanged no terror leader ever
dares to launch carnage in the Police lines Mosque
in Peshawar.

Apparently, the haphazard and inconsistent
policies have led the country to this day that each
and every nook and corner of the national life
describes a dismal condition because our leaders
always take an apologetic and rueful approach in
dealing with state affairs and mostly preferred
party, individual or institutional interests over
national prestige, peace, and prosperity.

The issue of terrorism is not an isolated phe-
nomenon it has deep roots in our domestic policies
including education, mosque and seminaries,
immigration as well as foreign diplomacy, particu-
larly regarding Afghanistan and millions of
Afghan Refugees living in the country over the
past four decades. Recently, the Afghan interim
government has displayed a cold shoulder to
Pakistani authorities and advised them to search
for terrorism-safe havens in their own land.
Realistically, Pakistan needs to rationalize its
internal and external policies and adopt a facts-
based approach instead of security analysis, ifs,
and buts. The Government must enforce a stern
justice system, strict border management along
with an  anti-corruption  campaign in
custom/Border Police, enforcement of CVE meas-
ures, and an immediate return of Afghan refugees
to their homeland, so peace can be restored and
economic revival could begin in the country.

US-Hungary
diplomatic row

ECENTLY, the Hungarian foreign minister has
Raccused the US ambassador to Budapest, David

Pressman of interfering in Hungary’s internal
affairs, meddling in Hungary’s judiciary, and pushing
American colonialism. Hungarian Foreign Minister,
Peter Szijjarto termed Pressman's comments irrele-
vant and completely unacceptable to a sovereign
nation like Hungary.

The United States of America and the right-wing
Hungarian government of nationalist leader Viktor Orban
are not on friendly terms since President Biden replaced
Orban's beloved friend Donald Trump in the White
House. Later, the war in Ukraine became another reason
for their mutual disagreement as Orban's Hungary did not
side with the US-led western coalition against Russia par-
ticularly Budapest actively opposed western sanctions
against Moscow and called them poisonous and counter-
productive for European Nations.

The US Ambassador to Hungary, David Pressman had
criticized Budapest's policy regarding the war in Ukraine
and Orban's pro-Moscow doctrine since his appointment
in Budapest in August last year. Interestingly, American
Envoy smartly denied Peter's assertion with another inter-
vention while saying that he does not consider Russia’s
attempt to unilaterally redraw the borders of Europe as
just a domestic political development in Hungary.

Historically, western diplomats particularly American
envoys had been trying to dictate and lecture third-world
nations in the past, and nearly a dozen western diplomats
issued a joint communique to foreign governments
including Turkey, Pakistan, and others in recent years.
However, the liberal diplomat was disliked by the host
nation long before his arrival in Budapest and confirma-
tion hearing in the US Senate. According to the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations, foreign envoys rep-
resent their countries in the host nation and are used to
protect their country's interests and promote bilateral
relations between the two nations. Diplomats enjoy vari-
ous immunities but are not entitled to criticize the policies
of the host governments, however powerful nations
observe global laws on their territory but try to introduce
their own creed in foreign countries. Such policies only
survive in former colonies and banana republics, while
independent nations vehemently dislike uncourteous
diplomacy.

What are the possible
endgames in Ukraine war?

Ramesh Thakur

S we approach the

first anniversary of

Russia’s invasion
later this month, the
Ukraine war remains the
world’s dominant geopo-
litical conflict. The big-
picture structural issue is
the post-Cold War order
in Europe and the place of
a shrunken and much-
diminished Russia in the
European security order
and architecture. History
did not end with the
defeat of the Soviet Union
in the Cold War. Nor was
the power status of post-
Soviet Russia settled. The
immediate conflict parties
are Russia and Ukraine.

Yet, in a very real sense,
Ukraine’s territory is the
battleground for a proxy
war between Russia and the
West that reflects the unset-
tled questions since the end
of the Cold War. In his
influential book, “The
Anarchical Society”
(1977), Oxford professor
Hedley Bull argued that
war is the arbiter of the cre-
ation, survival and elimina-
tion of actors in the system,
especially the major pow-
ers; of the ebb and flow of
political frontiers; and of
the rise and decline of
regimes. This is the real
stake.

The precise course and
battlefield ebbs and flows
of the war are impossible to
work out for independent
observers. As always, all
conflict parties are deeply
involved in propaganda,
highlighting their own suc-
cesses while exaggerating
enemy casualties and atroc-
ities.

It seems reasonably safe
to infer that Moscow badly
miscalculated its initial
ability to shock and intimi-
date Kyiv into submission
with a surprise blitzkrieg,
and the war has entered a
grinding attrition phase.
Retired British Lt. Gen.
Jonathon Riley notes that
Russia committed under
10% of its available combat
troops to Ukraine, indicat-
ing firstly, that its war aims
were always limited and
secondly that it retains the
ability to regroup and go on
the offensive against select-
ed targets. John
Mearsheimer argues that
had Putin’s goal been to
invade, conquer, occupy
and incorporate all of
Ukraine into a greater

Russia, the initial force
would have had to be clos-

er to 1.5 million than
190,000.
Putin’s political aim

might also be to break
Europe’s political resolve
and fracture the North
Atlantic community’s cohe-
sion and unity. If so, thus
far at least the opposite has
happened. And the asym-

tioning country — a slow
and gradual escalation is
the more likely short- and
medium-term trajectory.
This could take the form

of intensified Russian
attacks on critical
Ukrainian infrastructure,

increased NATO military
resupply of  depleted

lowness of Russia’s image
as a formidable military
power. The war has high-
lighted flaws and shortcom-
ings in Russian arms, tech-
nological sophistication,
doctrine, training, logistics
and integration of land, air
and sea capabilities; that is,
in its combat worthiness on

conflict parties. This is why
Western ~ sanctions  on
Russia in effect pitted the
West just as much against
the rest — an unintended
but predictable outcome.
Counteracting persistent
Western criticisms  that
India had somehow com-
promised on moral princi-
ples in sourcing oil imports
from Russia, India’s petro-

John Mearsheimer argues that had Putin’s goal been to invade, con-
quer, occupy and incorporate all of Ukraine into a greater Russia, the
initial force would have had to be closer to 1.5 million than 190,000.
Putin’s political aim might also be to break Europe’s political resolve
and fracture the North Atlantic community’s cohesion and unity. If so,
thus far at least the opposite has happened. And the asymmetrical equa-
tion remains. As the undoubted aggressor with pretensions to great
power status, Russia will lose by not winning while Ukraine as the
weaker object of aggression will win by not losing. With inflamed
nationalism on both sides — fueled in Ukraine by naked Russian
aggression and in Russia by the conviction that the West’s real goal is
not to protect Ukraine but to destroy Russia as a functioning country —
a slow and gradual escalation is the more likely short- and medium-
term trajectory. This could take the form of intensified Russian attacks
on critical Ukrainian infrastructure, increased NATO military resupply
of depleted Ukrainian arsenals and strikes by Ukraine ever deeper into
Russia proper. In turn this escalates the probability of the conflict par-
ties becoming trapped in a game of nuclear Russian roulette. The US
has managed to bleed Russia heavily by arming Ukraine without put-
ting its land, sea or air troops into battle. But how amenable is Kyiy to
US pressure to compromise? Putin has exposed the hollowness of
Russia’s image as a formidable military power. The war has highlighted
flaws and shortcomings in Russian arms, technological sophistication,
doctrine, training, logistics and integration of land, air and sea capabili-
ties; that is, in its combat worthiness on the battlefield. But NATO mili-
tary stocks have also been seriously depleted and the weaponization of
trade, finance and energy has, on balance so far, proven costlier to
Western peoples than to Russians.

metrical equation remains.
As the undoubted aggressor
with pretensions to great
power status, Russia will
lose by not winning while
Ukraine as the weaker
object of aggression will
win by not losing.

With inflamed national-
ism on both sides — fueled
in Ukraine by naked
Russian aggression and in
Russia by the conviction
that the West’s real goal is
not to protect Ukraine but
to destroy Russia as a func-

Ukrainian arsenals and
strikes by Ukraine ever
deeper into Russia proper.
In turn this escalates the
probability of the conflict
parties becoming trapped in
a game of nuclear Russian
roulette.

The US has managed to
bleed Russia heavily by
arming Ukraine without
putting its land, sea or air
troops into battle. But how
amenable is Kyiv to US
pressure to compromise?
Putin has exposed the hol-

the battlefield.

But NATO military
stocks have also been seri-
ously depleted and the
weaponization of trade,
finance and energy has, on
balance so far, proven cost-
lier to Western peoples than
to Russians. Every eco-
nomic transaction has a
buyer as well as a seller and
criminalizing the transac-
tion for political reasons
inflicts pain on buyers as
well, including innocent
third parties outside the

leum minister (and former
permanent representative to
the  United Nations),
Hardeep Singh Puri, point-
ed out in a CNN interview
on Oct. 31 that Europe’s
purchase of Russian energy
in one afternoon equated to
India’s energy imports from
Russia in three months.
Moreover, he insisted that
India’s primary moral duty
is to its own consumers.
That is, where for high-
income populations in the
West rising energy prices

impose an inconvenience,
amid widespread poverty in
India they can have life and
death consequences.

All that said, the risk is if
the West pursues outright
defeat and humiliation of
Russia, Putin might yet
resort to the use of nuclear
weapons that will end in
catastrophe for everyone.

All  sides have been
extremely careful thus far
to avoid any direct

Russia—NATO clash. But
will NATO be seduced by
the temptation of regime
change in Moscow, or by
Ukraine’s call for this, into
rejecting opportunities for
an end to the conflict before
costs begin to exceed
gains?

Even short of that, it is
hard to see Russia giving
up Crimea: it is too impor-
tant from a purely strategic
point of view. For the pres-
ent, though, both the timing
of when to commence seri-
ous negotiations as well as
the terms of a settlement
that is minimally accept-
able to all the main conflict
parties will depend on the
course of the war
Typically, negotiated cease-
fires and peace agreements
are preceded by intensified
fighting as all sides seek to
create facts on the ground
to strengthen their bargain-
ing positions when talks
begin around the confer-
ence table.

Just as prudent nations
under wise leaders prepare
for war while at peace, so
too they must prepare for
peace even in the midst of
armed conflict. Battles won
and lost — hard military
facts on the ground — will
determine the cartographic
maps that delineate Russia
and Ukraine’s new borders,
perhaps with some tweak-
ing in post-ceasefire negoti-
ations to take into account
demographics and other
factors. That will still leave
open other big questions to
be addressed: the nature
and political orientation of
the regime in Kyiv; the sta-
tus of Crimea; the place of
ethnic Russians in eastern
Ukraine; Ukraine’s rela-
tions with Russia, NATO
and the EU; the identity of
guarantors and nature of
guarantees, if any, for
Ukraine; and the timing of
an exit from sanctions for
Russia.

Japan Times

I went viral in Germany for a meme about Scholzing

Timothy Garton Ash

couple of weeks
ago, at a moment of
huge frustration

over Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s foot-dragging on
allowing Europe’s
German-made Leopard
tanks to go to Ukraine, a
Ukrainian friend
WhatsApped me a satiri-
cal mockup on
“Scholzing”. Next to a
photograph of the chan-
cellor, it defined
Scholzing, dictionary-
style, as: ‘“‘verb: commu-
nicating good intentions
only to use/find/invent
any reason imaginable to
delay these and/or pre-
vent them from happen-
ing”. I found this sharp
and amusing, quickly
retweeted it, and thought
no more about it. My
Twitter account seemed to
be buzzing, but then I'd
been writing a lot about
the issue myself.

Six days later, I was
watching an interview with
Scholz on Germany’s ZDF
television channel when the
interviewer confronted him
with “Scholzing”, attribut-
ing the coinage to “a British
historian”. I went back to
my Twitter feed to find that
this one quick tweet had
been viewed 1.1m times. In
German and international
media, the definition was
being widely quoted as
mine. Since, as we all

know, the internet never
lies, it has now become a
historical fact that I thus
defined “Scholzing”. (I had
incautiously tweeted the
meme  directly  from
WhatsApp, so it didn’t
show up as something sent
from Ukraine. I subse-
quently clarified this on
Twitter, but of course no
one reads the clarification.)

I asked my Ukrainian
friend if he knew who was
actually behind this satiri-
cal mockup. He didn’t, but
Ukrainians have been using
the word for months.
Already last June, a tweet
from @biz_ukraine_mag
reported that “to ‘Scholz’ is
now an accepted term in
Ukraine meaning to contin-
ually promise something
without ever actually hav-
ing any intention of doing
it”.

Still and all, the reac-
tions have been interesting.
One of the editors of the
Frankfurter =~ Allgemeine
Zeitung, Germany’s lead-
ing conservative paper,
wrote a semi-humorous
editorial commentary in
which he said that “our
English-speaking friends”
would be better advised to
reflect first on “Bidening,
Trumping, Trussing and
Johnsoning, not to mention
Harrying and Meghaning”.
The clear implication,
albeit lightly expressed,

was that we Anglo-Saxons
should mind our own busi-
ness. (By contrast, I would
welcome any German satir-
ical swipe at Johnsoning,
although  support  for
Ukraine happens to be the
one and only issue on
which  Boris  Johnson
deserves respect.) Since,
however, the coinage
comes from Ukraine, not
the UK, this little German-
Anglosphere  sideswipe
need bother us no longer.
Much more significant
was Scholz’s own response
on ZDF’s What now ...?
programme. Having dilated
on the amount of support
Germany has given to
Ukraine, he said, in what
had every appearance of
being a line prepared with
his spin doctor, “the trans-
lation of Scholzing is

‘Germany is doing the
most’”. It’s true that
German  support  for

Ukraine has indeed been
very considerable, as you
would hope from the
democracy with the biggest
economy in the EU and the
most extensive ties to east-
ern Europe. Yet to say
“Germany is doing the
most” is not merely self-
satisfied, even self-right-
eous, but also self-evident-
ly false.

It’s the United States that

has done the most. Indeed,
for all the amazing courage
and skill of the Ukrainian
armed forces, were it not
for the scale and speed of
US military support much
more of Ukraine might
today be occupied by
Russia. So really we
Europeans — all of us, Brits
very much included -
should be reflecting on why
it is that, nearly 80 years
after 1945, we still rely on
Uncle Sam to defend
European soil, European
freedom and European
security.

Meanwhile, a huge
tragedy is unfolding before
our eyes. What we — and
democratic Germany more
than anyone — swore after
1945 would “never again”
(Nie Wieder!) happen is
happening again: a
European country is sub-
jected to a war of terror that

has clearly genocidal
aspects, including multiple
atrocities committed

against civilians, dehuman-
ising rhetoric and forced
Russification in occupied
territories. Some 14 million
Ukrainians have fled their
homes. I recently attended
a funeral of young soldiers
in Ukraine, spoke to some
of their wounded comrades,
heard the wrenching tears
of a refugee from Mariupol.

Now a new Russian
offensive seems imminent.
More people will be killed,
maimed, orphaned, marked
for an entire lifetime. In
such a situation, time is of
the essence — and delay
makes time work for Putin.
“Scholzing”, in the sense of
careful, slow, managerial
decision-making, is fine in
peacetime economic poli-
cymaking, but it gives the
other side the advantage in
war. (In fairness, one
should note that there are a
few Scholzers inside the
Biden administration, and
more in some other
European capitals.) It
would have been possible
to start preparing a
European Leopard initia-
tive six months ago.
Germany would not have
been “going it alone”. It
would have been at the
heart of a European concert
of nations. This would have
been true “European sover-
eignty” in practice — and
welcome German leader-
ship.

Nobody knows what
will happen on the battle-
field this year, but one
quite probable result of the
slowness and hesitancy
exemplified by the
German chancellor is a
kind of escalating stale-
mate, with ongoing trench
warfare resembling that of
the first world war. When

the shooting war eventual-
ly winds down, there could
be a semi-frozen conflict,
with Russia hanging on to
a significant part of the ter-
ritory it has occupied by
force since 24 February
2022. At home, Putin
could then claim a kind of
victory, a historic recon-
quest of at least part of
Catherine the Great’s
Novorossiya (New
Russia), thus also extend-
ing the life of his tyranny.
His  example  would
encourage Xi Jinping to
have a go at Taiwan, driv-
ing an even bigger nail into
the coffin of a “rules-based
international order”. In
short, this would be the
negation of everything
democratic Germany has
stood for.

These are the real stakes,
the reason “Scholzing” is
no laughing matter. I
believe passionately that
Germany should be in the
lead, not the rear, in a
shared, Euro-Atlantic effort
to end the largest war in
Europe since 1945 in the
only way that will bring
lasting peace. If the term
actually came to signify
“Germany is doing the
most” — meaning also act-
ing fast and decisively — |
would be the first to sing
hymns of praise to
Scholzing. If only it would
be true.

Sr1 Lanka recovering well thanks to

pleasure to extend my

sincere congratula-
tions and warm felicita-
tions to all my country-
men and women domi-
ciled in Saudi Arabia on
the happy occasion of the
75th National Day of Sri
Lanka. Seventy-five
years is a small fraction
for a country with 2,500
years of recorded and
proud history.

We have had ups and
downs, like any other
country. We have had chal-
lenges and opportunities,
like many others. We faced
calamities, both natural
and man-made. But despite
all these challenges, we
remained resilient. The
tsunami devastation of

IT gives me immense

2004 and the 26 years of
armed conflict were the
challenges that we suc-
cessfully faced in our con-
temporary history. The
current economic chal-
lenges that we are under-
going are also compound-
ed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the Russia-
Ukraine crisis, which have
had an impact on the glob-
al economy. It is hearten-
ing to see that Sri Lanka is
now on the path to recov-
ery, due to the strong sup-
port of our friends and
partners in the internation-
al arena, including the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

In spite of all the above,
we have excelled in our
social indicators, parallel
to the developed world,

Pakeer Mohiideen Amza

thanks to our heavy invest-
ments in education and
health. Sri Lanka-Saudi
Arabia relations date back
several centuries.  Sri
Lanka was a pivotal point
on the historic silk route,
which was used extensive-
ly by Arab traders. In
ancient times, Arabs called
Sri  Lanka “Serendip,”
which was later added to
the English vocabulary as
serendipity.

The relations between
Saudi Arabia and Sri Lanka
are based on common val-
ues, mutual respect, nonin-
terference and respect for
sovereignty. Both countries
support each other in inter-
national forums. The Sri

Lankan leadership has, on
numerous occasions,
expressed its admiration
for Vision 2030, a well-
thought-out strategy that
takes into consideration the
Kingdom’s strengths and
capabilities, as well as the
impressive progress toward
realizing the vision’s
objectives that has been
made so far under the able
leadership of King Salman
and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.
The Sri Lankan leaders
have also articulated their
impression of the massive
giga-development projects
embarked on in the
Kingdom in the recent past
as part of Vision 2030. In

support of friends

this context, Sri Lanka is
pleased to reiterate its sup-
port of Saudi Arabia’s bid
to host Expo 2030, which
goes in parallel with Vision
2030.

The past year has been a
productive one for Sri
Lanka-Saudi Arabia rela-
tions. In March 2022,
Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan
visited Sri Lanka. This was
the first bilateral foreign
ministerial visit from the
Kingdom to Sri Lanka
since we established diplo-
matic relations in 1974.
Following this visit, we
had four ministerial visits
from Sri Lanka to the
Kingdom in the space of
10 months. Last week, we
concluded a successful

visit to Saudi Arabia by Sri
Lankan Foreign Minister
Ali Sabry. Sri Lanka and
Saudi Arabia inked an
Agreement on Avoidance
of Double Taxation and
initiated deliberations to
conclude several other
agreements during the
visit. This visit has no
doubt infused positive
vibes into our relations.
Our leadership in Sri
Lanka also values the mes-
sages of felicitations from
King Salman and the
crown prince on the occa-
sion of our National Day. I
humbly submit that our
leaders and people greatly
value the messages of
friendship and felicita-
tions. Long live Sri Lanka-
Saudi Arabia relations.
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Will Turkiye abandon
Syria’s rebels?

Christopher Phillips

S Ankara and Damascus
Aedge toward reconcilia-

tion, the remnants of
Syria’s rebels in the north are
concerned that their long-stand-
ing Turkish patron will soon
abandon them. Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu has
insisted that Ankara will contin-
ue to support the opposition.
However, it is unlikely that
Damascus will accept any deal
that allows for permanent rebel
strongholds, with Syrian
President Bashar Assad having
long pledged to recapture “every
inch” of territory lost during the
civil war. With his Turkish coun-
terpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan
seemingly keen to move the
detente forward before the
upcoming elections in May, the
remaining rebels are under-
standably nervous.

There are two significant
remaining rebel areas in northern
Syria. Firstly, the three pockets
around Afrin, Azaz and Tal Abyad,
carved out by the Turkish military
to keep Syrian Kurdish militants
away from Turkiye’s border. These
are nominally ruled over by the
Syrian National Army, a collection
of rebel militias armed, trained and
salaried by Ankara. However,
Turkiye is widely accepted to be
the true authority, with Ankara run-
ning schools and other essential
services.

Second is Idlib and its environs,
originally captured from Assad by
the rebels during the civil war and
administered by various militias.
While some of these have also
been armed and supported by
Turkiye, by far the most powerful
is Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham, known as
HTS, which remains largely inde-
pendent of Ankara, despite some
cooperation. HTS has sought to
moderate in recent years, encour-
aged by Turkiye to disown its ori-
gins as an Al-Qaeda affiliate, but
Western governments remain
unconvinced, keeping it listed as a
terrorist organization.

Both rebel regions oppose
Turkiye’s moves to reconcile with
Assad. Angry protests broke out in
Azaz and other Turkish-ruled
towns after Syria and Turkiye’s
defense ministers met in Moscow
in December, while Syrian
National Army factions, HTS and
other militias have come out

Army units into Assad’s army, with
Turkish guarantees, could be one
way for Ankara to persuade some
rebels to accept normalization with
Damascus.

However, no such agreement
would work with HTS or the other
fighters in Idlib. The Syrian
National Army fighters have

However, in principle, folding Syrian
National Army units into Assad’s army, with
Turkish guarantees, could be one way for
Ankara to persuade some rebels to accept nor-
malization with Damascus. However, no such
agreement would work with HTS or the other
fighters in Idlib. The Syrian National Army
fighters have already shown themselves willing
to shift allegiance in search of pay and stability
by signing up for the fight against Syria’s
Kurds, rather than Assad.

against reconciliation. However,
most have been careful not to be
too critical of Erdogan. Despite
sharing opposition to a deal
between Ankara and Damascus, a
reconciliation would likely impact
the two rebel areas differently.
Fehim Tastekin of Al-Monitor
reports that Turkish officials have
mooted the Syrian National Army
being integrated into the Syrian
Army. This would echo reconcilia-
tion agreements made between sur-
rendering rebel groups in Rastan
and Deraa earlier in Syria’s war,
whereby oppositionists remained
in the areas they held, but their
units accepted Assad’s rule. These
agreements, brokered and guaran-
teed by Russia, were frequently
broken, with Rastan’s former
rebels deployed elsewhere and
some of Deraa’s launching a low-
level insurgency. However, in prin-
ciple, folding Syrian National

already shown themselves willing
to shift allegiance in search of pay
and stability by signing up for the
fight against Syria’s Kurds, rather
than Assad. The Idlib rebels, in
contrast, have remained steadfast
in their resistance to Damascus and
will not likely be won over. Nor
would Assad want them, as he
regards HTS as unreconstructed
extremists and is wary of inviting
the enemy into the regime’s mili-
tary.

The improbability of HTS and
other Idlib rebels reconciling with
Assad therefore raises the prospect
that any Ankara-Damascus deal
will reopen fighting in northwest
Syria. With Assad unwilling to
accept Idlib’s de facto independ-
ence, he and his Russian and
Iranian allies will likely look to
recapture the rogue province as
soon as Turkiye’s support for it
ends — even if Ankara has trans-

ferred control of Afrin, Azaz and
Tal Abyad.

This, of course, would be prob-
lematic for Turkiye. Idlib is far
more populous than the three
northern pockets, currently hosting
up to 3.4 million people, including
many refugees who fled Assad’s
control elsewhere in Syria. Any
renewed fighting or the prospect of
an Assad takeover would likely
prompt many to seek refuge in
Turkiye. Erdogan would strongly
oppose this, given his reconcilia-
tion with Assad is partly driven by
a desire to repatriate the increas-
ingly unpopular 4 million Syrian
refugees his country already hosts.
An Assad invasion of Idlib also
raises the prospect of HTS and
other militants themselves fleeing
to Turkiye, giving Erdogan another
headache on home soil he would
rather avoid.

Ankara is well aware of this
dilemma and it is no minor foot-
note in an inevitable reconciliation
between Erdogan and Assad.
Indeed, Idlib and HTS’ fate could
well prove such an insurmountable
problem that it derails the whole
process. Erdogan, of course, may
be conscious of this. Much of his
courting of Damascus is aimed at
winning over anti-refugee voters
and it is unlikely that a full recon-
ciliation deal with Assad will be
worked out before the polls in
May. After that, provided he is
reelected, he will be under less
pressure to accept a full abandon-
ment of Idlib and may try to per-
suade Assad to accept some kind of
compromise.

Indeed, this might explain the
rebels’ cautiousness in condemn-
ing Ankara’s recent diplomacy
with Damascus: Their best chance
for survival is an Erdogan victory
in May and they do not want to
alienate him. In contrast, were vic-
tory to go to his opponents, who
feel less attachment to Syria’s
rebels, the chances of a deal with
Assad and their abandonment
would increase considerably.

Hope for ordinary Ukrainians in 2023 1s victorious
return of their country — and of the light

KRAINE has entered
l | 2023 as if going into a

dark room where it is
impossible to turn on the light. It
seems that there are windows,
but there is darkness behind
them too. We must wait for the
dawn or the restoration of the
power supply. While there is nei-
ther one nor the other, darkness
provokes a feeling of deep
fatigue.

The Lviv University teacher and
well-known Ukrainian poet Galina
Kruk has noticed an unsettling pat-
tern in her life — during a blackout,
the power banks and batteries that
feed her torches and lamps stop
working about half an hour before
the electricity comes back on. Then
there is pitch darkness, which
seems even thicker than when the
lights first went out — that “early”
darkness with which it was still
possible to somehow cope. These
half-hour periods of impenetrable
darkness, during which a person
feels completely helpless, are the
most difficult, both psychological-
ly and physically. The time stretch-
es to infinity — space shrinks and
becomes terribly cramped. You
feel acute hunger and a desire for
sleep. Your muscles lose strength
and physical movements require
energy that is no longer there. For
Galina, this state repeats itself
every day and already she dreads
these half hours without light.

In complete darkness, without
additional sources of energy, a per-
son indeed becomes defenceless.
You might have a candle, but it

Andrey Kurkov

gives just enough light to see your
fear in the mirror, your inner con-
dition written on your face, welling
up in your eyes. After all, electrici-
ty allows communication with rel-
atives and friends and the sur-
rounding world in general. It is
impossible to communicate with
the help of a candle, except to send
a signal from the window — “I am
alive!” A sense of helplessness
worries many, and as the periods of
darkness drag on and become more
frequent and batteries and power
banks are no longer equal to the
battle, people seek advice on how
to cope. They exchange informa-
tion about new, more powerful
power banks and rechargeable bat-
teries, about LED lamps that work
for a long time from power banks
with brighter bulbs that allow you
to read books for hours. There is
also advice on taking vitamin D.
Apparently, the lack of this vitamin
exacerbates depression — a key
danger for people who regularly
find themselves in complete dark-
ness.

Complete darkness — when
nothing and no one is visible —
makes you think more about your-
self. You pay more attention to
physical problems and are more
likely to hear your inner voices —
anxious and nagging. When light
conquers darkness and the electric-
ity is turned on, there is temporary
calm and thoughts switch from
yourself to the world around.
Galina thinks about another parcel

of medicines that she recently sent
to the Ukrainian military in
Bakhmut. Has it already been
delivered? Have any of the soldiers

found the medicines useful?
Usually, packages for the
Ukrainian army reach the

addressees at the speed of courier
mail and feedback from the front-
line comes quickly.

Supporting the war effort has
become a form of therapy, if not a
cure, for many Ukrainians. Galina
wants to write poetry about life and
love, but she stops herself. She is
not sure that during a war you can
write about something other than
war. But if you write only about
war, then it is, as it were, magni-
fied. Galina’s friend, Irina, who
also lives in Lviv, takes an ironic
view of the forced darkness in the
city’s apartments. She is sure that
the city can expect a population
explosion in the coming year. The
lack of electricity and internet
could also bring children and
teenagers back to live communica-
tion, which she feels is no bad
thing, although not everyone
agrees with her.

Many parents dream of their
children learning to live without
the internet, but communication in
the dark is not the most pleasant,
and children and candlelight are
never a safe combination. The chil-
dren themselves relate to the
enforced darkness or the lack of
internet in different ways. The son
of our Kyiv friends, 13-year-old

Artem, does not grieve when the
electricity goes out in the morning
or afternoon. He has remote school
lessons at that time. No internet
means no classes. But if there is a
power cut in the evening, Artem
gets bored: his mood deteriorates
quickly.

Artem and his parents live on
the 19th floor, and several times a
day they have to walk up the stairs
to their apartment. Using the eleva-
tor even when there is electricity is
like playing Russian roulette. You
can get stuck in there for hours!
They have improved their fitness,
but also go to bed earlier due to
fatigue and the lack of electricity.
Only Artem falls asleep much later
than his parents. During the day,
when there is electricity, he down-
loads movies and music videos to
his smartphone — in the dark, he
watches everything until the bat-
tery on his smartphone runs out or
until he falls asleep.

Soon, as the days get longer and
nights shorter, nature itself will
come to the aid of Ukrainians
whose depression is heightened by
darkness and the lack of electricity.
If good news from the front is
added to this, it will be easier for
Ukrainians to switch to a more
optimistic, spring-like mood. For
now, they are holding on, some-
times with the last of their strength
and willpower — holding on to their
belief that Ukraine will win and
restore everything that Russia
destroys, including energy facili-
ties, including the light.

The Guardian

Deciphering the dynamics
of Turkiye-Oman relations

Sinem Cengiz

HE natural gas purchase
I agreement signed in the
last week by Oman and
Turkiye is the latest in a series of
small steps showing both Ankara
and Muscat’s interest in improv-
ing bilateral relations. The deal
was the result of mutual efforts
to expand energy cooperation
between the two countries.
On Monday, Oman LNG signed
a long-term agreement with
Turkish state energy company the
BOTAS  Petroleum  Pipeline
Corporation to supply 1.4 billion
cubic meters of liquefied natural
gas annually under a 10-year con-
tract starting in 2025. Turkish
Minister of Energy and Natural
Resources Fatih Donmez said that,
although the agreement is valid for
10 years, it could be extended if the
conditions are favorable. Several
other international energy firms
have recently signed long-term
agreements with Oman LNG to
import LNG from the sultanate.
Turkiye’s natural gas deal was the
outcome of a visit to Oman by
Donmez last August. His visit and
meetings there focused on invest-
ment opportunities in oil, gas,
renewable energy and hydrogen.
After the visit, a delegation from
BOTAS went to Oman for talks.
Turkiye is to host a gas summit on
Feb. 14-15, with the motto
“Securing the Future Together.”
Turkiye and Oman share a com-
plementarity of means and goals in

the region and beyond, and the
recent natural gas purchase agree-
ment is an important step in a trust
and relations-developing process
aimed at deepening ties. It fits
within Oman’s foreign policy
focus on economic diplomacy,
while it is also in line with
Turkiye’s increasing interest in
enhancing trade relations with
individual Gulf countries.
Moreover, like the other Gulf
countries, Oman is envisioning an
economic development initiative,
which is known as Oman Vision
2040. Turkiye could benefit from
taking a more active role in this
regard.

The Turkiye-Gulf reconciliation
has created room for Oman to fos-
ter its relations with Ankara with-
out the pressure of the tensions
seen over the past decade. Oman,
which is  known as the
“Switzerland of Arabia” due to its
legacy of diplomacy, pursues a
neutral and inclusive approach
toward Turkiye. This approach is
solely motivated by pragmatism
and aims to fortify its position in an
increasingly volatile region. As
part of this policy, it has improved
its economic and defense relations
with Ankara. But these relations
are still at a moderate level.

However, significant develop-
ments have taken place in the past
two years. In January 2021, the

Omani-Turkish Friendship
Association was established by the
Omani Foreign Ministry to sym-
bolize the two countries’ continued
cooperation. In November, Turkiye
and Oman signed a cooperation
protocol to increase mutual trade
and cooperation in various fields.
In January, Oman ratified a proto-
col amending its air services agree-
ment with Turkiye that was signed
in Montreal last year.

Energy is not the only dimen-
sion of Turkish-Omani relations. In
2001, the two countries signed a
memorandum of understanding to
promote military cooperation. It is
hard to make bold statements about
a cooperation deal between two
countries on military-defense
issues. However, the military rela-
tions between Oman and Turkiye
are reportedly said to be anchored
on the strong foothold that Turkish
defense companies Havelsan and
FNSS have gained in the sultanate.

Also, there were reports in 2021
that the Omani and Turkish defense
ministries had reached a prelimi-
nary understanding on Muscat’s
procurement of Bayraktar TB2
drones, but no details were dis-
closed. Kuwait, the UAE and Qatar
are among the GCC countries to
have already signed agreements
with Turkiye to buy TB2s.

Meanwhile, among the Gulf
countries, Oman and Saudi Arabia

are yet to join NATO’s Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative, which was
launched in 2004 in Turkiye. The
UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain and Qatar
are already members. Crucially,
Turkiye, which is a member of
NATO and has the second-largest
army in the bloc after the US,
actively helped to strengthen the
partnership between NATO and the
GCC. Oman maintains a neutral
line on military issues, but there
are reports that it has also
expressed an interest in cooperat-
ing with NATO. Developing coop-
eration with Turkiye on military
and defense issues could be an
important step in this direction.
Additionally, Oman is a country
that has cautiously balanced its
relations with diverse actors in the
region, such as Iran, Israel and
even Syria. Turkiye could comfort-
ably boost relations with Oman
without having the concern of a
divergence of views on foreign
policy issues.

To cement further progress,
Turkish-Omani relations should
move beyond the political and
energy/economic dimensions and
also include social and cultural
aspects. There is a limited amount
of literature related to Omani-
Turkish relations. For this reason,
there is a lack of knowledge in both
Turkiye and Oman about their

interests and capabilities in
enhancing bilateral relations.
Arab News
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When everyone from
coffin-makers to sewage
attendants 1s on strike, 1t’s
clear work 1sn’t working

T midnight on 25
January, ware-
house workers at

Amazon’s BHX4 in
Coventry stopped sorting
and scanning goods,
walked away from their
workstations, past man-
agement and security, and
became the first workers
to officially go on strike
against the corporate
giant in the UK. In taking
their action, these work-
ers joined striking Co-op
Funeralcare coffin manu-
facturers in Glasgow,
sewage plant attendants
and flood forecasting offi-
cers at the Environment
Agency, and security and
visitor services staff at the
British  Museum in
London, National
Museums Scotland, and
the National Museum of
Liverpool.

These disputes, along
with other settled and
potential disputes, make up
the current wave of indus-
trial action in Britain. This
episode of renewed labour

Polly Smythe

GMB member on the spot,
spending the evening on
picket duty. Stopping HGV
lorries, and asking them not
to cross the picket line, he
shouted “driver go back, no
one’s inside, everyone’s
here”.

Where workers are win-
ning their pay demands,
they’re largely seeing set-
tlements below the level of
inflation, which is still
more than if they’d not
taken strike action.
Settlements often include
one-off payments, which
happened, for instance, at
Shelter, the National Coal
Mining Museum, and
Felixstowe port. While
bonuses provide immediate
and genuine relief to work-
ers and shouldn’t be sniffed
at, they aren’t the same as
permanent salary uplifts.
The Office for National
Statistics reported 467,000
days were “lost” to strikes
in November, a 10-year
high. At 323 in November,

staff to replace striking
workers has already been
used by some employers.
The government has avoid-
ed engaging with the root
cause of the disputes and
instead introduced a dra-
conian new law imposing
minimum service levels on
employees, while hiding
behind pay review bodies.
On 1 February, the
TUC’s “protect the right to
strike” day, close to half a
million workers went on
strike, with civil servants,
teachers, university staff
and train drivers walking
out. Outside Downing
Street, children who’d
joined a National Education
Union rally wrote the
names of their schools in
chalk on the pavement. So
far, this strike wave has
seen limited coordination
of action between unions,
making this day both sig-
nificant, and a reminder of
the difficulties of meaning-
ful  coordination.  Pat
Cullen, the general secre-
tary of the RCN, has clear-

The GMB has taken bus drivers out on strike in
Sunderland and on Arriva’s north west route, as has
the RMT in Somerset and Cornwall. The strike wave

has brought with it an entire generation who have
never stood on a picket line before. The very act of
organising and striking can be educative, transforma-
tive, and disruptive to ideas of what your job, union,
and life are supposed to look like. During the 24-
hour Amazon strike, a worker who arrived for his
night shift instead became a GMB member on the
spot, spending the evening on picket duty. Stopping
HGYV lorries, and asking them not to cross the picket
line, he shouted “driver go back, no one’s inside,
everyone’s here”. Where workers are winning their
pay demands, they’re largely seeing settlements below
the level of inflation, which is still more than if
they’d not taken strike action. Settlements often
include one-off payments, which happened, for
instance, at Shelter, the National Coal Mining
Museum, and Felixstowe port.

militancy has been called
everything  from  the
unimaginative “winter of
discontent” to the over-
wrought “general strike”. It
spans all sectors, and
strikes are happening or are
on the cards in industries
that aren’t traditionally
strike-prone, such as chari-
ty and entertainment. And,
unlike the biggest disputes
in the 2010s — the public
sector strikes of 2011 and
2014 — this time there is
substantial private sector
involvement.

In transport, strikes have
been  bringing  trains,
planes, buses, trams, and in
the case of gig economy
drivers for Uber and Bolt,
taxis, to a halt. Unite has
reported an 827% increase
in strike action for bus driv-
ers working for operators
such as Arriva, Stagecoach
and Abellio. The GMB has
taken bus drivers out on
strike in Sunderland and on
Arriva’s north west route,
as has the RMT in
Somerset and Cornwall.

The strike wave has
brought with it an entire
generation who have never
stood on a picket line
before. The very act of
organising and striking can
be educative, transforma-
tive, and disruptive to ideas
of what your job, union,
and life are supposed to
look like. During the 24-
hour Amazon strike, a
worker who arrived for his
night shift instead became a

the number of strikes hap-
pening simultaneously is
the highest it’s been since
November 1978, the origi-
nal “winter of discontent”.

Most strikes been limit-
ed to one or two days,
although there have been a
handful of indefinite
strikes: criminal barristers,
Jacobs Cream Crackers fac-
tory workersand tram driv-
ers on the West Midlands
Metro. In October, Unison
members embarked on con-
tinuous strike action after a
council house repair worker
was denied sick pay by the
Barnet Group after being
injured at work. The long
Conservative assault on the
public sector has meant
striking workers in health-
care, the civil service, and
now in education and the
fire brigade, are able to
channel public frustration
with disruption caused by
disputes away from work-
ers and towards the govern-
ment. I’ve spoken to nurses
who report better staffing
levels on strike days, as the
minimum safety levels
agreed for life and limb

cover are higher than
everyday understaffed
shifts.

The government seems
to believe that settling one
dispute will result in it hav-
ing to settle them all,
despite having already
agreed a pay increase with
criminal barristers last sum-
mer. Legislation introduced
in July allowing agency

ly stated her opposition to
coordinated action, saying
“our days of action and
future planning is based
only on what is best for

nursing”.  Nurses will
instead strike on 6 and 7
February.

Dissatisfaction with

work has led not only to
strikes but also to less coor-
dinated forms of action in
the shape of a high quit rate
and chronic staff shortages.
In November 2022, 13.3%
of businesses surveyed by
the Office for National
Statistics reported experi-
encing a shortage of work-
ers, with vacancies highest
in social work and food
services. Between last July
and September, more than 1
million people moved from
one job to another.

This high a quit rate can
be suggestive of worker
power — you don’t walk off
your job without being fair-
ly confident you’ll find
another one — but it’s also a
reminder that far too often
workers navigate poor pay
and conditions alone, leav-
ing one bad situation for
another. In this sense, that
workers are resigned to the
absence of trade unions
from their lives. Non-union
workers are seeing the vic-
tories being won by organ-
ised labour, making now a
crucial moment for unions
to reach out to those who
want to improve their
workplaces for themselves
and their colleagues.
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Political instability biggest threat to Pakistan’s economy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal = Minister  for
Planning, Development &
Special Initiatives Prof.
Ahsan Igbal on Saturday
put forward the fact that
political instability and
adventurism had been the
biggest threat to Pakistan’s
economy.

He was speaking at a
Round Table Conference
on “Pakistan’s Economics”,
jointly organized by the
Planning Ministry and the
Lahore School of
Economics, in Lahore.

The minister said in
2018, the outgoing govern-
ment’s  Public  Sector
Development Program
(PSDP) was worth Rs 1000
billion and Defence Budget
was Rs 1000 billion as well
- Whereas in 2022, the
PSDP was reduced to mere-
ly Rs 500 Billion or less
and “PTI’'s government
started to default on public
payments in their last finan-
cial quarter”.

Professor Igbal said that
in order to earn policy divi-
dends, there needed to be
continuity as policies take
root, grow, evolve, and start
bearing fruits over a
decade. Thus, policy efforts
to expand a resource base
in Pakistan (undertaken by
the PML-N’s government
in its tenure) failed to bear
fruits because they became
a victim of political insta-
bility.

The planning ministry
further added that the ongo-
ing debate around the econ-
omy must not discount the
political landscape and its
challenges as economic m-
easures or woes are not in.

He said in this Vision
2010, it was identified that
Pakistan must expand its
energy capacity (despite the
fact that Pakistan was an
energy surplus in 90s).

However, the minister
said that the democratic
government was thrown out
and as a result, Pakistan

faced one of the worse
energy crises in 2010 and
onwards.

Similarly, the minister
said that in 2013, his office
came up with ‘Vision 2025’
that envisioned Pakistan
becoming one of the top 25
economies by 2025.

The government took all
measures to actualize this
goal by overcoming law
and order issues, defeating
terrorism, and breaking
bottlenecks of energy and
infrastructure (through
CPEC). As a result, think
tanks like PWC started pre-
dicting that Pakistan can
become a top 25 economy
by 2025.

Minister Igbal said that
the PML-N government for
the first time ever trans-
formed Pak-China strategic
relations into economic
relations - As a result, bil-
lions of dollars of invest-
ment started to pour into
infrastructure/energy and
other sectors. Thar Coal, a

national resource was tapp-
ed for the first time ever.

He said the entire
momentum that Pakistan
picked up from 2013-18 got
lost to the adventurism of
“Tabdeeli”.

Furthermore, he said the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC)’s initial
phase of infrastructural and
energy projects was to be
followed by the establish-
ment of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) by 2024,
where relocating Chinese
investments (worth billions
of dollars) were to be hou-
sed. However, from 2018 to
2022, “work never started
on 5 out of 9 proposed
SEZs and there is embar-
rassing progress on 4 SEZs
that actually got started”.

The minister said that
Pakistan had two choices
and stands at a critical junc-
ture: either, It can again go
through a stabilisation
process and then again
aspire for growth but will

then be hit by circular
debt/budget deficit and
breaks will have to be
applied “Or we can address
structural issues of econo-
my by focusing on exports
to expand its overall base
and by including value-
added goods and services.
As of now, the top publicly
traded companies  of
Pakistan have negligible
contribution towards
exports, as current incen-
tives do not push them to
do so” he said.

Minister Igbal said that
its true that Pakistan needs
to walk through a stabilisa-
tion process but that must
be coupled with long-term
industrial framework that
realigns economic incen-
tives in the country due to
which Pakistan’s savings
are not parked in real
estate/gold/foreign curren-
cy but instead goes into
making Pakistan a produc-
tive economy across all
sectors.

He said that in order to
extend ownership  of
Pakistan’s reform agenda to
people at large including
academic/practitioners/civi
1 society movers and shak-
ers, the

The Ministry of
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives has

launched a Champions of
Reform network which is
open to all and anyone
interested can join it by vis-
iting Ministry’s website
pc.gov.pk

Minister Igbal said that
govt is also focusing on
harnessing private and
foreign direct investment
in sectors related to
export-oriented goods and
services.

Earlier, Prof. Dr. Azam
Chaudhary, WTO Chair,
and Dean of Economics at
LSE presenting on current
economic challenges and
way out for Pakistan said
that in deliberations, it
came out that inflationary

pressure is due to high
aggregate demand
because Pakistan has con-
tinued to spend which is
illustrated by the high
budget deficit.

Besides, that he said a
high surge in commodity
prices globally, especially
in fuel, volatile exchange
rates linked to Balance of
Payment problems.

In proposed solutions,
Dr. Azam stated that meas-
ures suggested by IMF,
which the current Gov’t
might be forced to imple-
ment are necessary for
Pakistan’s economy.

He proposed to let the
exchange rate find balance
in the open market, reduce
the budget deficit by cut-
ting back on the expendi-
ture on development proj-
ects and increase taxes.

Dr. Azam said that the
government finds itself in a
dilemma as on one hand
there are measures to be
taken to stabilize the econo-

my but on the other hand,
those measures risk making
a lot of people economical-
ly vulnerable.

He stated that Pakistan
should aspire for higher
growth but that’s only
possible if Pakistan suc-
cessfully stabilises its
economy.

Dr. Moazzam presenting
on a Macro Economic
Model quantifying
Pakistan’s economic issues
and potential fixes said
floods have added chal-
lenges by destroying rice,
crops and sugar cane crops
causing a supply shock of
billions of dollars to
Pakistan’s economy.

The flood shock can dis-
rupt Pakistan’s growth rate
by a reduction of up to 3.5
%, he said adding that
floods along with causing
supply shocks have also
caused demand shocks.
dependent of the political
landscape but in fact are
directly proportional.

Azerbaijan wants to sign PTA
with Pak to boost economic ties

LAHORE (APP):
Ambassador of Azerbaijan
Khazar Farhadov said on
Saturday that Azerbaijan
wanted to sign Preferential
Trade Agreement (PTA)
with Pakistan to boost bilat-
eral economic relations.

He said that Azerbaijan
has started direct flights
from Lahore, Karachi and
Islamabad to Azerbaijan
and as a result, 50,000 Pak-
istanis flown to Azerbaijan
last year. This has also
helped to increase the trade
turnover three times.

He was talking to busi-
ness community here at
Lahore Chamber of Comm-
erce and Industry (LCCI)
where LCCI President
Kashif Anwar, Azerbaijan
Embassy’s 3rd Secretary
Behbud Gadali and LCCI
Executive Committee
members also spoke on the
occasion.

The Ambassador
recalled that in one and half
years, since he came to
Pakistan as an ambassador,
this was his third visit to
LCCI which showed their
intent for the business and
trade relations with
Pakistan. Lahore Chamber
was a biggest chamber and
also represented the provin-
cial capital of the largest
province of the country, he
said and added that this also
showed the possibilities
and opportunities both
countries possessed.

The Ambassador also
emphasized on the need for
exhibitions  which  he
termed most important and
significant to increase bilat-

eral trade. “We have
already delegations from
Islamabad and Gujranwala
Chambers and we hope to
see a delegation from LCCI
very soon. We have a very
easy visa process which
takes only three hours to
get Azerbaijan visa. Trade
is not only government’s or
business community’s task
but all the segments of soci-
ety can also help in this
regard as we believe that
today’s tourists can be a
tomorrow’s trader or stu-
dent or a high government
official.”

He said that Azerbaijan
had established a few work-
ing groups and also
increased the number of
those working groups and
they were already working
to cooperate in energy,
health and agriculture sec-
tor of Pakistan.

Khazar Farhadov said
that private sector must take
an active role as relations of
both the countries were
unique. “Pakistan has sup-
ported us in our war with
Armenia and never recog-
nized Armenia because of
this occupation of Azerb-
aijan’s territory. Our people
and government highly app-
reciate Pakistan’s support.”

Azerbaijan had a trade
surplus of around US $ 26
billion which showed that
they were a successful in
term of their business proj-
ects, he said and asserted,
“We have very good trade
relations with Turkey and
Azerbaijan has invested US
$ 12 billion in Turkey,
while Turkey also invested

US $ 10 billion in
Azerbaijan. We also want
same economic relations
with Pakistan so that the
three flags of Pakistan,
Azerbaijan and Turkey can
fly together.”

He said that they were
already importing rice from
Pakistan and Pakistani rice
had a huge market in
Azerbaijan. He said that
more than 300 businessmen
had visited Azerbaijan
which was encouraging.
Azerbaijan had also lifted
the duties on rice and it was
high time to export rice
from Pakistan to
Azerbaijan.

LCCI President Kashif
Anwar accepted the invita-
tion extended to him by the
Azerbaijan  Ambassador
and also agreed to plan a
delegation to Azerbaijan
soon.

He said that Azerbaijan
was open for all initiatives
with private sector, adding
that Pakistan and
Azerbaijan had good diplo-
matic relations but they had
yet to succeed in translating
these ties into maintaining
sound bilateral trade.

Kashif Anwar said that
according to State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP), Pakistan’s
exports to Azerbaijan in
2021-22 were 6.3 million
dollars which considerably
dropped from 15.5 million
dollars in 2020-21. However,
the imports from Azerbaijan
improved to 1.5 million dol-
lars from 0.7 million dollars
during that period.

He said that there was a
need to explore the ways of

increasing trade between
both countries. The main
reason of such a low level
of trade was lack of proper
information about
other’s markets. He said

that Pakistan’s exports to |

Azerbaijan were mainly
comprised of rice, textile
and frozen meat while
Pakistan imports petroleum
gas from Azerbaijan. There

was definitely a need of |#
finding new products lines |*

and avenues of cooperation
for  enhancing  trade
between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan.

The LCCI President said
that Pakistani products
including pharmaceuticals,
surgical instruments, sports

goods, value-added tex-
tiles, leather products,
home-made crafts,

processed food and engi-
neering goods had great
scope in Azerbaijan. There
was a great potential of
joint ventures in tourism
sector. Azerbaijan could
also benefit from the
expertise of Pakistan in IT
sector. He said that the
commercial sections of
their respective embassies
had to play a positive role
in this connection.

Similarly, in order to
increase private to private
contacts and bilateral
trade, the embassies and
chambers should provide
every possible assistance.
He said that both countries
should plan to organize
exchange of trade delega-
tions and also holding sin-
gle country exhibitions on
reciprocal basis.

Karandaaz to launch survey
on ‘financial inclusion’

ISLAMABAD (APP):
With the aim to help inc-
rease financial inclusion,
especially of underserved
groups in the country, Ka-
randaaz is all set to launch a
comprehensive demand-
side survey — Karandaaz
Financial Inclusion Survey
(K-FIS), a nationally and
provincially representative
financial inclusion survey
of over 6,600 individuals
across Pakistan.

The survey aims to track
access to and demand for
financial services, especial-
ly digital financial services.
The survey will help meas-
ure the adoption and use of
arange of financial services
among key underserved
groups, including females,
the poor, rural, and others.
It will identify drivers and
barriers to the adoption of
digital financial services.
The survey aims to produce
actionable, forward-look-
ing insights based on rigor-
ous data to support product
and service development
and delivery, according to a
press release issued here.

Financial inclusion — the
extent to which individuals
are included in the formal
financial system is a devel-
opment priority for govern-
ments across the world.
This emphasis is based on
the rationale that financial
inclusion leads to social
equality and confers tangi-
ble benefits for segments at
the bottom of the pyramid
that can benefit through
better access and cost-
effective financial services.

Having a financial
account makes it easier,

safer, and cheaper to
receive ~ wages  from
employers, send remit-

tances to family members,
and make payments for
goods and services. Mobile

money accounts make it
possible, even for the poor,
to save and cope with
adverse shocks.

Individual accounts give
women more say on their
household finances or save
at their own pace or
towards their own goals.
Moreover, micro and small
businesses are provided
with effective means to
access formal financial
services, allowing them to
be linked with the docu-
mented economy.
Reciprocally, financial
institutions and govern-
ments benefit from the
increased size of the formal
economy through several
means, such as enhanced
business revenue and tax
collection.

Pakistan is one of sever-
al countries with a National
Financial Inclusion
Strategy (NFIS) targeting
financial inclusion as a
goal. The strategy has
usage and access to digital
accounts as the first pillar
of an extensive plan. The
metrics through which
basic financial inclusion is
measured are vital, and data
is the backbone of pro-
grams aimed at strengthen-
ing the financial ecosystem
through private and public
interventions.

To support financial
inclusion in  Pakistan,
Karandaaz believes making
data-driven decisions and
evidence-based policymak-
ing will be key to realizing
the country’s NFIS goals.
Furthermore, it is important
to have clear definitions,
metrics, and estimates for
better planning and inter-
vention designs.

CEO Karandaaz, Waqas
ul Hasan says, “It is esti-
mated that the achievement
of NFIS goals will add $5.5

billion to the GDP and cre-
ate 3 million new jobs out
of 1 million will be through
digitization alone. K-FIS
responds to the need for
timely demand-side data
and practical insights into
major drivers of financial
inclusion, chiefly digital
financial services, includ-
ing mobile money, and the
potential for its expanded
use, especially among
unserved and underserved
population segments.
Karandaaz proudly takes
ownership of this survey,
whose depth and breadth
allow for analysis of a large
number of financial inclu-
sion indicators by several
segments such as urban and
rural, gender and
provinces. In conducting
this rich survey, we are col-

lecting important data on a
rich set of indicators and
promoting a data-centric
culture within the financial
ecosystem.”

The survey findings will
be shared via a Zoom webi-
nar on February 7 followed
by two-panel discussions.
The panelists for the dis-
cussions include Dr. Rashid
Bajwa, CEO NRSP; Mr.
Muhammad  Aurangzeb,
President HBL; Mr. Sohail
Javaad, ED Digital
Financial Services Group,
State Bank of Pakistan; Mr.

Mudassir  Aqil, CEO
Telenor Microfinance
Bank; and Mr. Mohd.

Yahya, Head of Digital,
Bank Alfalah. Dr. Nafisa
Shah, Member of the
National Assembly, will
deliver the closing address.

Karachi Kings announces
SKMCH&RC as official
charity partner for PSL 8

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Karachi Kings has announced Shaukat
Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre
(SKMCH&RC) as its Official Charity Partner for HBL
Pakistan Super League 8. Imad Wasim will lead 2020
winners Karachi Kings this season.

The team will clash with Peshawar Zalmi in their first
match on Saturday in Karachi, which is one day before
the International Childhood Cancer Awareness Day.
Karachi Kings and Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer
Hospital and Research Centre (SKMCH&RC) will
engage in various activities to highlight the cause of
fighting cancer through the platform of cricket because
we must unite to close the care gap and address avoidable
and unfair disparities in cancer outcomes for patients
resulting from who they are or where they live.

The team represents Karachi where Pakistan’s largest
tertiary care cancer centre is under construction, expected

to open in late 2023.

Together, we can close the care gap for cancer
patients of Southern Pakistan by providing equitable
access to cancer treatment under one roof, irrespective

of their ability to pay.
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Dar stresses
re-probe
role of PDF
and SOEs

ISLAMABAD (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for Finance
and Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar here
on Saturday stressed the
need to reinvigorate the
role of Pakistan Devel-
opment Fund Limited
(PDFL) and State Owned
Enterprises (SOEs).

Chairing a meeting on
PDFL and SOEs, the minis-
ter stressed for considering
their business plan, gover-
nance structure and finan-
cial viability with the con-
cept of accountability to
safeguard public assets.

Special Assistant to
Prime Minister (SAPM) on
Finance, Tariq Bajwa,
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) Chairman Akif
Saeed and senior officers
from Finance Division
attended the meeting,
according to a press state-
ment issued by the Ministry
of Finance.

The meeting reviewed
the role of PDFL and SOEs
and discussed modalities
for bringing improvement
in the governance of SOEs
and line ministries.

The meeting also dis-
cussed restructuring of
PDFL in order to revitalize
its role to promote infra-
structure in the country.

SLIC premium
revenue grew by
64 per cent in 2022

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ch-
airman State Life Insurance
Company of Pakistan
(SLIC)  Shoaib  Javed
Hussain on Saturday said
that the premium revenue
of the company increased
by 64 percent during the
year 2022 and reached to
Rs Rs279 billion.
Addressing the SLIC
annual marketing conven-
tion, he said that despite
challenges posed by macro-
economic and market
volatility, SLIC delivered
the strongest business num-
bers in its history and grew
its premium revenue to Rs
279 billion, which was up
by 64% as compared the
revenues of the same perid

last year.
Meanwhile, the new
business also recorded

Rs173 billion, which incr-
eased by over 161% during
the year 2022, adding that it
is the highest-ever premium
collected since the incep-
tion of the company.
Besides, significant
progress was also recorded
in group life and health
insurance, adding that the
highest-ever new business
was also attracted during
the period under review.

The SLIC earnings were
registered at over Rs122
billion, he said adding that
investment yield witnessed
about 10.5% growth and it
paid out claims worth over
Rs167 billion to policy-
holders, which were also
the highest ever since the
inception of SLIC.

The bonus allocated to
policyholders valuing over
Rs95 billion, he said adding
that the assets of the com-
pany also stood at over
Rs1.56 trillion, which grew
by 15% from 2021.

Chairman SLIC further
said that Pak-Life Fund
reached to over Rsl.4 tril-
lion and increased by 15%
from 2021.

He said that SLIC is the
largest and the only ‘AAA-
rated’ insurance company
in the country. As the lead-
ing insurer of the country, it
is ensuring the well-being
and financial security of its
policyholders and partners
and has emerged as one of
the most successful State-
Owned enterprises in the
country.

He said that in any coun-
try, the existence of a
vibrant and growing insur-
ance industry is essential

for the growth of its econo-
my, adding that State Life
has surpassed last year’s
results and delivered excep-
tional results in 2022, mak-
ing SLICs 50th year a truly
golden year.

This has only been
achieved due to the dedica-
tion of professional work-
force, across our officers,
staff, and sales force cadres
as they implemented the
innovative vision and com-
petitive strategy of corpo-
rate leadership, he added.

Insurance becomes even
more important during
challenging times and diffi-
cult circumstances, he said
adding that whether it is for
health, saving, children’s
education or retirement,
State Life is a partner in an
individual’s life journey
and support in making key
life decisions.

He also thanked policy-
holders, business partners,
and shareholders for putting
their trust in State Life and
it will continue to lead the
evolving life and health
insurance landscape by pay-
ing special focus on tech-
nology and customer cen-
tric services continues to
drive the organization.

CG for enhanced interactions
to further strengthen trade

KARACHI (PPI): Consul
General of Indonesia Dr.
June Kuncoro Hadiningrat
has stressed the need to fur-
ther strengthen the existing
trade and economic cooper-
ation between Indonesia
and Pakistan through enha-
nced interactions between
the business communities
in addition to connecting
Indonesian and Pakistani
youngsters and children for
fostering future economic
cooperation.

“For this purpose, Ind-
onesia Pakistan Youth For-
um was opened to provide a
vibrant platform for our
younger generation who
must lead way for creating
opportunities while another
forum namely Indonesia
Pakistan Children Frien-
dship has also been created
so that our children could
know more about each
other”, he added while
speaking at a meeting dur-
ing his visit to the Karachi

Chamber of Commerce &
Industry President KCCI
Tariq Yousuf, SVP Touseef
Ahmed, VP Haris Agar,
Chairman Diplomatic Mis-
sions & Embassies Liaison
Subcommittee Zia ul Arf-
een, Former President
Majyd Aziz, Former VP
Shamsul Islam Khan and
KCCI Managing Commi-
ttee Members were also
present on the occasion.
Indonesian CG, while
appreciating the spirit
shown by KCCI to enhance
trade ties with Indonesian
business community, said
that the Indonesian
Consulate regularly holds
interaction with all the
stakeholders including
politicians and government
officials but they rely much
on Pakistan’s private sector
to boost trade and econom-
ic relations. “Indonesia and
Pakistan with diverse cul-
tures and huge population
are altogether a big market

with lots of opportunities.”
Terming the Indonesia
Pakistan ties as genuine,
practical and result-orient-
ed, he reiterated that the
business communities must
regularly meet each other to
further develop the existing
relations. “A business dele-
gation from  Pakistan
should visit Indonesia to
explore trade and invest-
ment opportunities which
will be fully facilitated by
the Indonesia Consulate”,
he advised, adding that his
Consulate has been receiv-
ing a lot of queries about
doing business with Pakis-
tan, hence, these opportuni-
ties should not be missed.
He informed that trade
volume between Pakistan
and Indonesia increased to
more than US$3 billion last
year, indicating a rise of 28
percent as compared to
compared to 2021. “We, at
the Indonesian Embassy
and Consulate in Karachi

are hoping for more and
more interaction and real
cooperation in the econom-
ic and trade fields so that
the existing trade volume
could be improved further”,
said Dr. June, “Pakistan
imports remains mostly
confined to palm oil and
coal whereas Indonesia
mainly imports textiles,
sportswear and agriculture
products from Pakistan,

therefore, exchange of
more products needs to be
encouraged.”

He said that Indonesia,
which was now chairing the
ASEAN, was keen to
enhance Pakistan’s interac-
tion with ASEAN which
was one of the biggest
regional cooperation and a
huge market with a popula-
tion of more than 600 mil-
lion. “Pakistani business
community can use Indon-
esia as production base for
sending goods to ASEAN
countries.”
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3,000 cops to
be deployed for
PSL match

QUETTA (PPI): Azfar
Mabhesar, Deputy
Inspector General of
Police, Quetta has said
that 3,000 personnel of
police ~ would  be
deployed to provide
security to the PSL
match to be held
between Peshawar
Zulmae and Quetta
Gladiator at Bughti
Stadium, Quetta on
Sunday (today). Talking
to media at Quetta Press
Club here on Saturday,
he urged people to coop-
erate with police so as to
avert any untoward situ-
ation during PSL match.
He said that special traf-
fic planning had been
devised for the event to
be held in Quetta,
adding that PSL event
was being held in Quetta
after a long time. It is
pertinent to mention that
PSL event between
Quetta Gladiator and

Peshawar Zulmae
would be held on
Sunday (today) at

Bughti Stadium, Ayub
Stadium, Quetta.

Scorchers

beat Heat
PERTH  (Agencies):
Perth Scorchers won the
Big Bash for the fifth
time with a thrilling
five-wicket victory over
Brisbane Heat. Nick
Hobson hit a six and a
four in successive balls
as the Scorchers chased
down their target of 176
with just four balls to
spare in Perth. A half-
century from Ashton
Turner and a lively
cameo from Cooper
Connolly helped set the
platform for the win.
Nathan McSweeney
earlier top-scored with
41 for the Heat as they
posted 175-7 from their
20 overs. The
Scorchers, who were the
defending champions,
went into the game as
favourites after topping
the table and having
beaten Brisbane Heat in
both meetings during
the regular season. In
contrast, the Heat were
bottom of the table in
mid-January but three
wins from their final
four games took them to
fifth, before they came
through three knockout
games to reach their
first final since 2013.
After the Heat won the
toss and chose to bat,
McSweeney anchored
their innings, putting on
79 for the second wick-
et with Sam Heazlett.
Their momentum was
checked by the loss of
three wickets for 13
runs, but Max Bryant's
lively 31 from 14 balls
and and unbeaten 21
from 16 from
Warwickshire's ~ Sam
Hain lifted them up to a
competitive score. The
Scorchers were reduced
to 54-3 early in their
reply, but then Turner,
who hit 53 from 32, and
Josh Inglis (26 from 22)
put on 80 for the fourth
wicket.

Messi open to

play next WC

BUENOS AIRES
(INP): After hoisting his
first World Cup trophy
with  Argentina in
December, Lionel
Messi said that tourna-
ment would be his last,
but now it appears he’s
open to the possibility
of playing in the 2026
event. “Because of age
it’ll be difficult to make
2026,” Messi, 35, told
Diario Ole in Argentina.
“I love playing football
and while I feel like I'm
in good shape and
enjoying this, I'm going
to keep at it. It seems
like a long time until the
next World Cup, but it
depends on how my
career is  going.”
Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni would love to
see the superstar who is
one of only six players
to compete in five
World Cups suit up for
the next World Cup,
which will be held in
the United States,
Canada and Mexico. “I
think Messi can make it
to the next World Cup,”
Scaloni told Spanish
radio Calvia FM last
month. “It will depend a
lot on what he wants
and what happens over
time, that he feels good.
The doors will always
be open. He is happy on
the pitch, and for us [it]
would be good.”

TLE MOu NTAIN,cAPE TOWN, souTH AFRICA

|| 6-3, 7-5. The final was a

1| skills and techniques, but

CAPW TOWN: The captains pose with the trophy with the Table Mountain at the back, Women’s

T20 World Cup.

Fakhar, Haris and Sharjeel
on making of aggressive openers
in HBL PSL 8

LAHORE (APP): One of
the most crucial aspects in
T20 cricket is to start
strongly as gaining an early
momentum in an innings
that spans only 20 overs
often provides an upper
hand over opposition.

Whether it has been Test
cricket or  One-Day
Internationals, the openers
have always had their work
cut out as they are required
to provide solid platforms
to those next in the batting
order.

T20 cricket has added a
layer of difficulty as the for-
mat demands the runs to be
scored at a brisk rate all the
while ensuring the wickets
stay intact in the Powerplay.
As the T20 format contin-
ues to evolve, there are var-
ious methods and philoso-
phies opening batters have
deployed to deliver the
goods for their sides.

PCB Digital spoke to
Fakhar Zaman, Mohammad
Haris and Sharjeel Khan.
The three batters have
established themselves as
attacking openers and will
be in action in the HBL
Pakistan Super League 8,
which commences on 13
February in Multan.

Fakhar played an inte-
gral role in Lahore
Qalandars’ successful HBL
PSL 7 campaign. His 588
runs were the most for any
batter and his staggering
strike-rate of 152.72 was
the best amongst the top
five run-getters last year.
Amongst the batters play-

ing in the upcoming edi-
tion, Fakhar’s 73 are the

most sixes behind
Islamabad United’s Asif
Ali’s 79.

Fakhar said : “As an
opener, I try to exploit the
opening six overs as there
are gaps with two fielders
outside the 30-yard circle. I
try to go for boundaries
from the very first ball and
make the most of the good
balls by rotating the strike.
“There are many factors
that shape up an aggressive
opener: natural game, the
mindset and the demand of
the team. I think having an
attacking mindset is of the
utmost important.

“The approach usually
differs in the second
innings as you are going
after a target. If you are
going after a small total,
then you have time to
adjust and the pressure is
not that much. But, you
have to attack in case you
are chasing a big total.” A
product of age-group crick-
et, Haris, who played the
ICC Men’s U19 Cricket
World Cup in 2020, took
the HBL PSL by storm last
year as he smoked 166 runs
at a strike-rate of 186.51 in
five matches. His strike-
rate in the Powerplay was
almost a run better (187.32)
and he smashed a boundary
every third ball.

Haris, who turns 22 on
30 March: “It is very
important to anticipate so I
am continuously reading
the fields. I see which two

fielders are outside the cir-
cle and that helps me pre-
dict what two to three balls
the bowler is looking to
deliver and that is how I
plan my shots. Like, if the
bowler has positioned a
deep square leg, I know
that a bouncer is on the
cards. Thankfully, the suc-
cess rate to date is around
80 per cent for me.

“You need a strong and
solid technique to be
aggressive and attack the
bowler. For me it is about
dominating the bowler no
matter who he is.”

Sharjeel Khan was the
first batter to score a centu-
ry in the HBL PSL. He
clubbed eight sixes in his
62-ball 117 for Islamabad
United against Peshawar
Zalmi in the second qualifi-
er and Islamabad were
eventually crowned cham-
pions of the inaugural edi-
tion. He has, to date,
smashed 72 HBL PSL
sixes, one less than Fakhar.

Sharjeel, who since his
return to the HBL PSL in
2020 has been in Karachi
Kings, has hit a boundary
every 4.5 ball in the HBL
PSL and that is because of
his desire to make the most
of the Power-plays.

Sharjeel said: “I believe
70 to 80 per cent of the
match is defined by how
the first six overs go. What
I have learned over the
years that a team which has
the most boundaries wins
the match, so I try to milk
the first six overs.

Arrangements
for colourful
opening
ceremony of
PSL in progress

MULTAN (APP):The col-
orful opening ceremony
of the 8th edition of]
Pakistan Super League
will be held on February
13 at Multan Cricket
Stadium as star players
from across the world will
join the mega event.

Multan Waste
Management Company
(MWMC) has been
entrusted with the task of]
decorating the stadium by
maintaining cleanliness,
said CEO MWMC
Shakeel Ahmed Bhatti
during his visit to the
site.

He stated that hosting

the opening ceremony||}

was a big honor for
Multan. He stated that
exemplary arrangements

would be made for the||}

mega event.

Besides this, the whole

city would be ornament-
ed. It is pertinent to men-
tion that Multan Cricket
Stadium will host five

matches of the Pakistan||}

Super League. Multan
Waste Management
Company started taking
all possible measures to

Millat Tractors
Jr National
Tennis C’ship

concludes

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): Two titles each for
Ahtesham Humayun
(SNGPL) and  Abdur
Rehman (SICAS) in the
Millat  Tractors  Junior
National Tennis
Championship 2023 that
concluded at Punjab Tennis
Academy, Bagh-e-Jinnah
Lahore on Saturday.
SNGPL’s Ahtesham
Humayun played outstand-
ing tennis against Mahatir
Muhammad of Karachi to
win the boys U-18 final by

T

treat to watch as both the
players exhibit their prowess
throughout the final and dis-
played outstanding tennis

QUETTA
bowler, Naseem Shah was
appointed as the Deputy
Superintendent of Police

(APP): Fast

Ahtesham held his nerves
and succeeded in winning
the thrilling encounter by 6-
3, 7-5. “I worked really hard
for this event and now I am
looking forward to represent
my country in ATF and ITF
junior events.”

In the boys U-16 finals,
Ahtesham Humayun con-
tinued to shine and suc-
ceeded in completing the
brace of titles after thrash-
ing young Asad Zaman by
6-1, 6-0. In the boys U-18
doubles final, Mabhatir
Muhammad/Asad Zaman

(DSP) as a goodwill
ambassador of Balochistan
on Saturday evening.

A function in this regard
was held in the central
office of Quetta police.
Inspector General of Police
Balochistan, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home), Zahid
Saleem and other high-
level officials were also
present on the occasion.

“I will always be an
ambassador of Balochistan

Naseem Shah
Goodwill ambassador
of Balochistan
appointed as DSP

and will plead its case”,
Shah told the participants
of the ceremony.

He said the province is
beautiful and known for
its hospitality and strong
traditions. “Since child-
hood, I was frightened of
police and today I am
wearing a police uni-
form”, Shah said.

Naseem Shah, the fast
bowler has become the
goodwill ambassador a day
before the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) exhibition
match in Quetta between
Quetta Gladiators and
Peshawar Zalmai.

got w/o against Ahtesham
Humayun/M Salaar.

In the boys U-14 final,
Hamza Ali Rizwan beat
Amir Mazari 2-6, 6-4, 13-11
to clinch the title. In the boys
U-14 doubles final, Amir
Mazari and Nabeel Qayum
beat Zohaib Afzal Malik and
Hamza Ali Rizwan 5-3, 3-5,
10-6. In the boys/girls U-12
final, Abdur Rehman (AAA
Associates) beat Razik
Sultan 4-0, 4-2. In the
boys/girls U-12 doubles
finals, SICAS’ Abdur
Rehman/Hajra beat Shayan
Afridi/Junaid Khan 5-3, 4-0.
In the boys/girls U-10 final,
Shayan Afridi beat Mustafa
Uzair Rana 4-0, 4-0.

Col Mukhtar Ahmed (R),
Sr Manager (Admin &
Purchases) Millat Tractors
Ltd, graced the occasion as
chief guest while the guests
of honour were Imran Ayub
Manager Admin Millat
Tractors Ltd, Col Asif Dar
(R), Col Arif Malik (R), Mr.
Haider from USA, Naseem
Ahmed, players, their fami-
lies and tennis lovers.

LAHORE (APP):
Remington Pharma will
take on Diamond Paints in
the main final of the 3rd
Allama Igbal Polo
Tournament sponsored by
Lahore Smart City here at
the Jinnah Polo Fields on
Sunday, Feb 5, 2023.
Before the main final,
the subsidiary final will be
played between FG/Din
Polo and Platinum
Homes/Master Paints at
1:30 pm. The special guest
of the final is expected to
be  Governor  Punjab
Muhammad Baligh Ur
Rehman, while many per-
sonalities including the
sponsors Lahore Smart
City high-ups, players,
their families and polo

3rd Allama Igbal
Polo Tournament :
Finals on Sunday

lovers will also be present
on the occasion.

Jinnah Polo Club
Secretary Major Ali Taimur
also thanked Lahore Smart
City for sponsoring the two-
week mega polo event. He
said that after this last eight-
goal event, the high-goal
14-goal competition is start-
ing and from now on, the
events will be more chal-
lenging and exciting. The
team Remington Pharma
consists of Basel Faisal
Khokhar, Ahmad Zubair
Butt, Ahmad Bilal Riaz and
Hamza Mawaz Khan while
Diamond Paints team com-
prises of Mir Shoaib
Ahmed, Bilal Hayat Noon,
Lt Col Omar Minhas (R)
and Nico Roberts.
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cleanliness, said Bhatti.

Arsenal loses 1-0 at Everton for
2nd Premier

LIVERPOOL: Players in action

during

Leag

the English Premier League soccer

-

match between Everton and Arsenal at Goodison Park.

LIVERPOOL (AP): Arsenal
lost in the Premier League
for just the second time this
season as Everton pulled off
a surprising 1-0 win over the
leaders on Saturday in its
first match under new man-
ager Sean Dyche.

A couple of Dyche’s for-
mer players at Burnley did
the business for him at a
lively Goodison Park.

James Tarkowski headed
in an inswinging corner to
the far post from Dwight
McNeil for the winning
goal in the 60th minute,
capping a performance of
intensity and desire from a
team that started the match
in next-to-last place.

While Everton climbed
out of the relegation zone at

least temporarily, Arsenal
tasted defeat in the league
for the first time since los-
ing at Manchester United
on Sept. 4. Second-place
Manchester City can trim
the gap to Arsenal to two
points with a win at
Tottenham on  Sunday,
though Arsenal would still
have a game in hand.

It will go down as one of
Arsenal’s worst perform-
ances of the season, at a
time when Mikel Arteta’s
team was looking in prime
shape to go on and win the
league for the first time
since 2004. “This is not
going to be a rose pathway,”
Arteta said. “This is going to
be tricky and we will have
to dig in and play much bet-

ter than we did today.”

Everton showed
improved shape and organ-
ization under Dyche, char-
acteristics he demanded of
his well-drilled Burnley
teams over the years and
ones he sees as integral if
his new club is to preserve
its 69-year top-flight status.

Dyche said he had
crammed a lot of instruc-
tions to his players into his
first week on the job and
wanted to get them to
“understand the basics of
the game.” “It’s not that
they weren’t wearing the
badge with pride, it just
needed shining up a bit,”
Dyche said. “There was
commitment but it maybe
got a bit softened.”

ue defeat

Everton had the better of
the first-half chances, with
Dominic  Calvert-Lewin
unable to get enough on the
ball from two yards out
after Amadou Onana surged
down the left and sent in a
cross before Abdoulaye
Doucoure headed wide
from McNeil’s cross.

Bukayo Saka had a
weak shot cleared off line
and Arsenal teammate
Eddie Nketiah blazed high
and wide, but the visitors
were often hounded out of
possession in midfield and
struggled to keep their

| composure. Indeed, frus-

trations boiled over in
stoppage time as Arsenal
left  back  Oleksandr
Zinchenko clashed with
Everton substitute Neal
Maupay off the ball.

Jorginho, signed on
Tuesday from Chelsea,
came on as a second-half
substitute for his Arsenal
debut but didn’t make a sig-
nificant impression.

“We needed more com-
posure and to control
emotionally the game bet-
ter. We gave away so
many unnecessary free
kicks and that’s what they
want,” Arteta said. “Today
I love them much better
than the week before or a
month ago. It is easy to be
next to someone when
they are winning well. I
am still so proud of all of
these players.”

Everton, which claimed
its first victory since Oct. 22,
had lost every game since
the restart after the World
Cup except for a draw at sec-
ond-place Man City.

---------
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celebrate their fifth

BBL title in 12 seasons.

West Indies in
control on
rain-shortened 1st
day vs Zimbabwe

BULAWAYO (AP): Captain Kraigg Brathwaite and fel-
low opener Tagenarine Chanderpaul both scored half cen-
turies as the West Indies reached 112-0 before rain
washed out play after lunch on day one of the first test
against Zimbabwe on Saturday.

Zimbabwe’s bowlers lacked penetration on a flat pitch
at the Queens Sports Club but were able to keep the
Windies batsmen in check with calm and composed
bowling. The West Indies openers, who both finished the
day undefeated on 55, looked comfortable at the crease
and pounced on the bad ball when the Zimbabwe bowlers
fluffed their lines.

“The pitch looked good for batting, but obviously we
knew rain would be a factor,” Brathwaite said. “Today is
history, today is gone, we have to come back tomorrow
and start setting the foundation again.”

Zimbabwe fielded five debutants, including former
England batter Gary Ballance, who completed his inter-
national switch during the African team’s white-ball
series with Ireland in January.

“We kept the pressure on, but credit to the West Indies,
I thought they batted nicely,” said Steve Kirby,
Zimbabwe’s bowling coach. “It was a very good surface
for test cricket. On a different day, we could have had
two, three wickets. It was just a good day of old-fash-
ioned test cricket.” Zimbabwe is missing frontline bowler
Blessing Muzarabani though long-term injury as well as
in-form batting all-rounders Sikandar Raza and Ryan
Burl, who are playing Twenty20 franchise cricket in
Dubai and Bangladesh, respectively.

“We are always going to lose players to white-ball
cricket,” Kirby said. “But there is still a huge appetite for
test cricket. Test cricket is a privilege. It’s a very emo-
tional time for them (the debutants) and they will remem-
ber it for the rest of their lives.”

Both games of the two-match series will be in
Bulawayo. Ballance, returning to his country of birth, had
represented England in 24 tests most recently in 2017.

Zimbabwe is captained by Craig Ervine with regular
test skipper Sean Williams out with injury.

Ronaldo
breaks duck
after lucrative

Saudi move

RIYADH (Agencies):
Cristiano Ronaldo got off
the mark for his new
Saudi paymasters Al
Nassr on Friday with a
stoppage-time penalty that
rescued a 2-2 away draw
against Al Fateh.

The Portuguese, who
turns 38 on Sunday, buried
the spot-kick in the 93rd
minute for a point that left
the Riyadh club joint top
of the Saudi Pro League
with a game in hand over
Al Shabab. Ronaldo broke
his duck in his third
appearance, after he fired
blanks in the January 22
league win over Ettifaq
and in this week’s Super
Cup loss to Al Ittihad.

Days before his Al Nassr
debut, he scored twice for a
Saudi composite team in an
entertaining 5-4 loss to a
Paris Saint-Germain side
featuring his great rival
Lionel Messi.

The five-time Ballon
d’Or winner, who holds the
all-time  records  for
Champions League and
international goals, will
bank more than 400 million
euros for his surprise move
to Saudi, according to
sources close to Al Nassr.

The giant sum includes
200 million euros for pro-
moting Saudi Arabia’s
expected joint bid to host
the 2030 World Cup, the
sources told AFP.
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Three died

in roof collapsed
incident
ISLAMABAD (APP):
At least three people
were killed in a roof
collapse incident that
occurred in the Izmir
Town area of Lahore
district, Police and
Rescue reported on
Saturday. According to
details, the roof col-
lapsed due to the burst-
ing of a gas pipeline
inside the house as a
result of which 3 people
died. The Rescue and
Police rushed to the site
and still engaged in
efforts to remove the
debris, the debris will
be cleared  soon.
Investigations are
underway.

IRSA releases
77,900 cusecs
water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Saturday released
77,900 cusecs of water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
48,100 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1490.88 feet and
was 92.88 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 17,200
cusecs while outflow as
42,000 cusecs. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1130.50 feet, which
was 80.50 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 10,000
cusecs and 10,500
cusecs respectively. ©
The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa |,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded 33,000,
36,200, 30,000 and
9,900 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
11,400 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and Zero cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

World Cancer

Day observed

ISLAMABAD (PPI):
World Cancer Day was
observed on Saturday
with the aim of spread-
ing awareness and edu-
cating people about its
detection, treatment,
and prevention. This
year theme of the day
is “Close the Care
Gap,” which is a con-
tinuation of the 2022
theme and will last till
2024 with specified
objectives for each
year. Meanwhile, in a
Radio Pakistan’s pro-
gram, medical expert
Dr Sharif Astori said
media can play an
important role in rais-
ing awareness about
cancer. He said by
using simple food and
life style, we can avoid
this deadly disease.

Food dept recovers
hoarded flour

RAWALPINDI (PPI)
The Punjab  Food
department in a crack-
down against hoarders
on Saturday recovered
over 66,000kg hoarded
flour in different raids
in Rawalpindi. In order
to provide relief to the
citizens, the food
department is monitor-
ing the stocks by its
tracking system. As per
details, the deputy
director food depart-
ment in different raids
on godowns in
Rawalpindi recovered
over 66,000 kgs of
hoarded wheat flour.
Cases have been regis-
tered against six people
and sealed a flour mill.
The recovered wheat
flour will be provided
to the masses at the
government’s fixed
rate, the deputy director
said. Earlier, the Punjab
food department decid-
ed to check the flour
mills’ record amid the
intense wheat shortage.
As per details, the food
department asked for
three months’ records
from flour dealers and
shopkeepers. The offi-
cials asked if the floor
which is provided by
the government to floor
mills, reaches the
shops, as many shop-
keepers complain about

the shortage.
Y,
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Pakistan stands
united with Kashmiri
people of IIOJK:
Asad Mehmood

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for
Communications and Postal
Services Asad Mehmood
on Saturday said that the
entire Pakistani nation
stands with their Kashmiri
brothers and sisters.

In a statement issued,
here on Saturday, the min-

ister said that the sacrifices
of the oppressed Kashmiris
would not go in vain and
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir would
be freed soon from the
shackles of slavery.

He also emphasized the
international community to
take measures in coercing

India to fulfill its obligation
by giving the due right of
self-determination to
Kashmiris, as per United
Nations’ resolutions.

He further urged human
rights organizations and
international bodies to raise
their voice against Indian
imperialism in the region.

President stresses
importance of sports
activities in healthy living

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi
Saturday  stressed  the
importance of promoting
healthy activities and sports
that were closer to nature.

Speaking at the con-
cluding ceremony of a
golf tournament here, he
said the game of golf
brought humans closer to
nature. He said exercise
and physical activities
were very important for
human health.

It was healthy to be in a
natural environment as it
also helped in taking better
decisions, he added. He
underscored the need for
encouraging healthy activi-
ties like golf among citi-
zens, especially youth.

Earlier, the President
gave away prizes to golfers
who won the golf tourna-
ment and achieved distinc-
tion in different categories
of golf. Chief of Pakistan
Navy Admiral Muhammad

Amjad Khan Niazi also
attended the prize distribu-
tion ceremony.

Chief Executive
Officer of Serena Hotels
Aziz Bolani informed
about the sports diploma-
cy undertaken by his hotel
for the promotion of
sports, especially golf.
President Dr. Alvi appre-
ciated the hotel manage-
ment for the initiative of
organizing the golf tour-
nament in the capital city.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in a group photo with the winners and
best players of the golf tournament, organized by a local hotel.

Preparations finalized
to observe ‘Kashmir
Solidarity Day’: Kaira

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Advisor to Prime Minister on
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit
Baltistan Qamar Zaman Kaira
on Saturday said the ministry
had finalized all preparations
to observe the Kashmir
Solidarity Day on February
05 to express sympathies with
oppressed Kashmiri people.
In a statement, he said
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif would visit
Muzaffarabad to address
the Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) legislative
assembly while the special
messages of Prime Minister
and President of Pakistan
would be aired and through
different media tools on the

Solidarity Day.

He said the documen-
taries to highlight Indian
atrocities and tyranny in
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and  Kashmir
(ITOJK) would be aired on
Pakistan Television (PTV)
and other channels. Social
media would be used as a
tool to raise voices to urge
the international communi-
ty to pressurize India to stop
its atrocities on innocent
Kashmiri people.

“Private television chan-
nels and FM Radio is com-
mitted to covering the event
organized in various parts of
the country on eve of
Solidarity Day,” Kaira added.

He said Pakistanis living
across the world would
express their solidarity with
the Kashmiri people in this
difficult time. The solidarity
walk had also been arranged
at Shahrah-e-Dastoor in this
regard, he apprised.

The adviser said one
minute’s silence would be
observed to pay glowing
tributes to the Kashmiri mar-
tyrs those had sacrifices their
lives for the Kashmir cause.

He concluded the Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA) had already dis-
played the banners on vari-
ous Shahrahs including the
Express Highway in the fed-
eral capital.

Police Khidmat Markaz
facilitate 726 citizens
during the last 24 hours

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Islamabad capital police,
khidmat markazs have facili-
tated 726 citizens with differ-
ent services relating to
issuance of character certifi-
cate, foreigner's registration,
registration of tenants and
house servants, general
police verification and report
of missing items, a police
public relations officer said.

He said that, following
the direction of Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan, the Islamabad capital
police are taking all possi-
ble measures and initiatives
in order to provide maxi-
mum facilities to the citi-
zens of Islamabad.

While, Islamabad capital
police khidmat markaz has
provided several services to
the citizens including
issuance of 75 character
certificates after the com-
plete verification by con-
cerned police stations,
while 301 general police
verification, 45 reports of
missing documents and
valuables, 40 vehicles veri-
fication, 195 foreigners
registration 60 tenants and
10 domestic servants data

have been entered during
the last 24 hours.

Police Mobile facilitation
van service has also been
working while khidmat
markaz in different areas
including sectors F-6, G-
10/4, H-11, Bani Gala, Swan
Garden, Khanna and at vari-
ous police stations were also
facilitating the citizens.

IGP Islamabad said that,
well trained staff has been
appointed there who are
providing best services to
Pakistani nationals and for-
eigners. Such steps would
improve the trust of people
in the police, he maintained.

Over 68,000 e-challan
tickets issued through safe
city cameras: Islamabad
capital police safe city E-chal-
lan system has issued 68,911
fine tickets to motorists over
various traffic rules violations
in federal capital Islamabad
through safe city cameras so
far, a police public relations
officer said.

He said that, following
the special directions of
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Dr Akbar
Nasir Khan, the Islamabad
capital police is utilizing all
available resources and tak-

ing strict measures against
the traffic rules violators
according to law.

According to the details,
the Islamabad capital police
have issued 654 e-challan
tickets during the last 24
hours and a total of 68,911
e-challan tickets to
motorists have been issued
over various traffic rules
violations so far.

CPO Safe City said that
the e-challan tickets were
delivered to the violators at
their home address. A copy
of challan was attached
with the master file of the
vehicles at the excise office
over non-payment of penal-
ty amount within the given
time, he added.

The car owners who were
subjected to a fine could not
sell or transfer their vehicle
until the clearance of dues.
The fine amount could be
paid through different banks,
mobile accounts and other
digital means.

He further said that there
was a significant decline
observed in the number of
road mishaps and traffic
violations in the federal
capital after introducing
this new challan system.

at Faizabad. —APP Photo
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ISLAMABAD: A view of banners display on a pedestrian bridge ahead of Kashmir Solidarity Day

IESCO
notifies power
suspension

programme

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO) on
Saturday issued a power
suspension programme for
Sunday for various areas of
its region due to necessary
maintenance and routine
development work.
According to IESCO
Spokesman, the power
supply of different feeders
and grid stations would
remain suspended for the
period from 09:00AM to
04:00PM in Sawan
Garden.1, Sawan Gardens.
2, River Garden feeders,
and surrounding areas.

Kashmir
Cultural Festival
starts at Lok

Virsa, Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (NNI): The
National Institute of Folk
and Traditional Heritage
(Lok Virsa) in collaboration
with Ministry of Kashmir
Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan,
Azad Kashmir Culture
Department and Federal
Directorate of Education

have opened a 3-day
“Kashmir Cultural
Festival” in Islamabad,

marking Kashmir Solidarity
Day to be observed on
Sunday (February 5).

The main objective of the
festival is to promote
Kashmir cause through a cul-
tural  perspective  while
expressing solidarity with the
innocent Kashmiri people
struggling for their right of
self-determination in Indian
illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

The main features of the
festival included Kashmiri
Artisans-at-work, Kashmiri
folk crafts, Kashmiri patri-
otic songs, Kashmiri folk
songs, Kashmiri folk paint-
ings, photo exhibition on
Kashmir, Kashmiri cuisine,
screening of video docu-
mentaries on Kashmir,
Kashmir musical evening,
stage drama on Kashmir,
promotional stalls to pro-
mote Kashmir cause and
display of banners bearing
slogans in favour of
Kashmir cause.

Federal Secretary,
National Heritage and
Culture Division, Farina
Mazhar, addressing the
opening ceremony con-
demned the atrocities
being committed by
Indian troops on the inno-
cent people of IIOJK for
demanding their right of
self-determination.

Hindutva regime
converts heaven like valley
into a Kkilling field

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Mushaal Hussein Mullick
Chairperson Peace and
Culture Organisation said
that the Hindutva regime
altered the heaven like
valley into a killing field
and urged the world pow-
ers and UN bodies to take
“concrete and meaning-
ful” steps for the full
implementation of the UN
Security Council resolu-
tions on Kashmir.

Speaking at an event
organized by Kashmir
journalist forum in con-
nection with Kashmir sol-
idarity, here on Saturday,
she said that Kashmir was
a flashpoint for nuclear
war and the settlement of
the dispute was necessary
for lasting and durable
peace in the region.

She said that the
Kashmir dispute must be
settled according to the
wishes of the Kashmiri
people and the UN resolu-

tions which granted them
the right to self-determi-
nation.

She said that brutal
Indian forces crossed all
limits of barbarity and ter-
rorism to dampen the
courage of freedom fight-
ers in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (ITOJK).

Mushaal  said
Kashmiri people
being killed in
encounters in the
pied territory on
basis to spread
among the people.

The Hurriyat leader
stated that the top
Kashmiri leadership
including her husband
Yasin Malik were impris-
oned in fake and fabricat-
ed cases and deprived
them of all legal and fun-
damental rights.

The chairperson
reminded: “History tells
us that struggles for free-

that
were
fake
occu-
daily
fear

dom cannot be van-
quished.”
Mushaal vowed that

the valiant Kashmiri peo-
ple were bound to realize
their cherished goal of
freedom come what may.
She said that the Indian
government violated the

mutual agreements
between Pakistan and
India and international

laws by abrogating the
special status of occupied
Kashmir.

The Hurriyat stated
that New Delhi was bent
upon changing the
demography of the occu-
pied territory to convert
Muslims majority into
minority by issuing domi-
ciles to non-Kashmiri set-
tlers.

She wurged that the
world must take notice of
it and put pressure on
India to recognize the
right to self-determination
of Kashmiris.

Threats

& talks

can’t go together,
says Faisal Javed

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Senator
Faisal Javed said on
Saturday threats and
offers for negotiations
could not go together as
the government was regis-
tering cases against its
opponents on one side and
sending invitation for
talks on the other side.

While talking to media
persons outside a court
PTI bigwig said embroil-
ing the opponents in the
politically-motivated
cases would not fix the
worsening economy and
depreciate the US dollar
against the rupee.

His remarks come as
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has invited PTI
Chairman Imran Khan to
attend the All Parties
Conference (APC),
scheduled to be held on
Feb 7, to discuss the chal-
lenges being faced by the
country.

Mr Javed said: “We are
ready for talks if the gov-
ernment announces a date
for general elections in
the country”. The PTI has

been demanding early
elections in the country
since the ouster of Imran
Khan as prime minister
through a no-confidence
motion in April last.

He highlighted that
inflation in the country
had surged to a record
level.

He said the government
was also planning to
introduce a bill, adding
that any curbs on journal-
ism would not be accept-
ed. Accusing the govern-
ment of political victimi-
sation of the PTI leaders,
he said they were facing
different cases on a daily
basis. “I have been nomi-
nated in 13 cases,” he
said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, PTI leader Murad
Saeed said over 100 peo-
ple, including policemen,
were martyred in the
Peshawar mosque blast.
“We had been alerting the
government about securi-
ty situation since June
last,” he said, adding that
actions should be take to
save the country from the
menace of terrorism.

Anti-Riot Force
personnel
expelled from
police barracks

in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Anti-Riot Force officials
have been expelled from
police barracks in
Islamabad Police Lines.

The police officials
have protested against
their officers posing ques-
tions that why their lug-
gage was thrown out and
what were the reasons
behind that. DIG Sohail
Zafar has started investi-
gation of the incident.

The officials who have
been expelled from bar-
racks also include the
injured cop in I-10 bomb
blast. The police person-
nel said they had no place
to live.

They complained that
they were told to leave bar-
racks in Police Lines and
find some other place to
live and that new recruit-
ments were being made.

A police spokesperson
said that DIG Sohail Zafar
was probing the issue and
that no negligence will be
tolerated over breach of
discipline and welfare of
cops by police officers. The
spokesperson said that
probe report will be sub-
mitted within two days.
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at Khana pul. —APP Photo

ISLAMABAD: People standing in a queue for purchasing flour bags on subsidized rates from a ruck




(Afghan refugees hold protesP

LONDON (Agencies): Afghan refugees have
protested against the UK government’s plans
to move them 200 miles from London to
Yorkshire amid claims that they could chal-
lenge the decision in the courts. Carrying
homemade placards saying “Do not disturb
our education”, more than 120 people —
including teenagers and toddlers — gathered
outside Downing Street. The Home Office
had told 40 families with 150 children leave
\the capital next week for another hotel.
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fEarthquake hits Afghanistan\

(TOLOnews):
Afghanistan’s Paktika province who were
hit by earthquakes have already been living
a life of misery, and continue to face prob-
lems amid the cold spell in Afghanistan. An
earthquake of magnitude 4.3 occurred in
Afghanistan at around 09:07 am on
Saturday. The depth of the quake was 186
km below the ground according to the
National Center for Seismology (NCS). No
casualties have been reported yet.

People in

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Afghans complain about
health cards required
by Iran at border

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Afghans complained about
the high price of “health
cards” given by an Iranian-
run Red Crescent office in
Afghanistan for Afghans
who cross from Nimroz
into Iran. They said they
should receive this card
from Red Crescent for free.

The validity period of
these cards is short, and are
given to applicants at a high
price, they say. “The card
they give to us costs 400 afg-
hani, it has to be free, people
are not able to pay 400
afghani,” said Mena Gul, a

Maidan Wardak resident.

“It has to be for free
because the validity time of
this card is short, it is only
for 20 days, both countries
governments’ have to pay
attention to this,” said Rah-
matullah, a Ghazni resident.
“When you cross the border
this card is not valid on the
other side,” said Raz Moh-
ammad, a Nimroz resident.

“They just look at the
card at the border, they
don’t register it with the
system,” said Noor Ahmad,
a trader.

Meanwhile, local offi-

cials of Nimroz said that th-
ey shared this problem with
the Iranian delegation when
they were in Nimroz and the
Iranian delegation pledged
to address the problem.

“We talked about the val-
idity time of health cards to
increase it to three months
for our brothers who have
passports and go to Iran,”
said Habibullah, head of the
Culture and Information in
Nimroz. TOLOnews sought
comments from officials of
Iran’s Red Crescent in
Nimroz, but they were not
present for the conversation.

Protest against ban on women'’s education:

Taliban detains professor

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Afghanistan acting authori-
ties  detained
Mashal, a lecturer who tore
up his Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees on live
TV in protest against a ban
on Afghan women’s educa-
tion in the country.
“Mashal was mercilessly
beaten and taken away in a
very disrespectful manner
by members of the Islamic
Emirate,” Mashal’s aide

Farid Ahmad Fazli referring |1
to the Taliban government —_

while speaking to AFP.
Mashal last year ripped
up his academic degrees on
Live Telecast Tolo TV,
which went viral on social

media to protest the ban on |

women’s education in
Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, he was a
lecturer teaching at three
different universities in
Kabul. However, when the
Taliban issued a decree ban
on education, he resigned
from his academic post on
20 December. Recently he
opened a book handcart in
the form of a protest on
women’s education and dis-
tributed them for free to
Kabul’s residents. He stated
that all the books, 21,000
were part of his collection.

Since August 2021, the
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Taliban Islamic Emirate has
imposed several bans on
women’s work and educa-
tion. On the one hand, they
restricted school girls’ edu-
cation, not beyond sixth
grade; on the other hand,
they restricted women from
working in national and
International organizations.

Recently, acting higher
education ministry released
a letter ordering all private
and public universities not to
allow female students to sit
for the university entrance
exam. The decree was con-
fronted with substantial con-
demnation by the people and
international communities.

610 children suffering
from VDS registered

KABUL (Pajhwok): Over
600 children suffering from
Ventricular Septal Defect
(VSD) also known as the
‘hole in the heart’ regis-
tered in the 10 months of
ongoing solar year and
introduced to hospitals for
treatment, an official said
on Wednesday.

The source said that 184
of these children had been
recovered after treatment
and returned to their fami-
lies adding that still there
was no case of fatality reg-
istered.

Erfanullah  Sharfzoy,
director Information Depa-
rtment of the Afghanistan
Red Crescent Society
(ARCS), said in the past the
facility to treat children suf-
fering from the VSD was
not available in the country
and these children were
transferred to foreign coun-
tries for treatment.

He added currently the
capacity of doctors in the
country had increased and
to some extent these chil-
dren are provided the treat-
ment in the country.

Sharafzoy said: “This
solar year 610 children
referred to hospitals, out of
them 184 had recovered
and handed over to their
families, there was no fatal-
ity during the operation,”
he added.

He said since 2008, the

ARCS treated 13,000 chil-
dren suffering from the
VSD.

He said in the past chil-
dren suffering from VSD
were sent to China, India,
Germany and Pakistan for
treatment but this year only
nine children had been
transferred to Pakistan.

Dr. Sharafat Zaman,
spokesperson  for the
Ministry of Public Health,
said currently a large num-
ber of children suffering
from VSD were treated in
the country but still there
were no adequate facilities
to provide treatment to all
these patients.

He said the MoPH was
striving to arrange com-
plete facilities for the treat-
ment of VSD patients
inside the country. VSD
children  patients  are
thrilled over the provision
of health facilities for the
treatment of their children.

Matiullah, the father of a
VSD patient, said his child
was treated inside the coun-
try by an Afghan doctor.

“My son is two and half
year old and was suffering
from VSD, he was referred
to the French Maternity and
Child Hospital by the
ARCS and four days ago
his operation was conduct-
ed and today we were dis-
charged from the hospital,”
he said.

But some patients still
demanded the provision of
VSD treatment inside the
country.

Medicial doctors say that
there were no clear reasons
why children suffer from
VDS but there were some
genetic factors that con-
tributed to this disease.

Dr. Mohammad Hanif
Tasal, a trainer and special-
ized in general and child
heart surgery, said: “Factors
that make it possible for a
child to be born with a hole
in the heart are genetic fac-
tors that play a greater role,
especially parents who were
born with such diseases.”

In addition he said:
“Also, environmental fac-
tors which are unknown
factors and the use of some
medicines, especially
those used for nervous
problems, lack of minerals,
anemia and mother’s nutri-
tion during pregnancy, all
of these cause heart dis-
ease in children.”

Dr. Tasal stressed and
added He said with empha-
sis that a mother who suf-
fered from some infectious
diseases during pregnancy
or used some improper
food spices during preg-
nancy, or has genetic fac-
tors, all of these factors
may facilitate it the new-
born child to be infected
with VDS.

Nangarhar
residents
irked by low
standard

health service

JALALABAD (Pajhwok):
Some residents in eastern
Nangarhar province have
complained against the
presence of unprofessional
physicians and unregistered
pharmacies.

They said some health
centres did not have work

permit but officials pledged ||

to resolve the problem.

Ulfat Shinwari, the resi- ||
dent of Ghanikhel district, ||

told Pajhwok Afghan News

besides Jalalabad City, the ||

provincial capital, unpro-
fessional physicians and
unregistered pharmacies
were functional

He criticized health
officials as well saying
they did not monitor
health centres and their
negligence opened way
for such activities.

Gul Wali, the resident of
Sherzado district, asked
the relevant officials to
stop the sale below the
standard medicines and
monitor state and private
pharmacies.

“We demand health offi-
cials to monitor clinics,
pharmacies and laborato-
ries because outdated med-
icines existed and that
needed serious attention to
be removed,” he said.

Wasel ~ Khal,  who
brought his father to
Jalalabad City, said physi-
cians were doing their busi-
ness instead of treatment.

“They write unnecessary
tests for patients and that has
to be carried out in a specif-
ic lab and when he write
medicines these medicines
should be purchased from a
specific pharmacy. We want
the health department to
control these activities.”

Public Health Director
Dr. Mohammad Rahim
Qalandarzoy said five
tonnes of outdated medi-
cines and 1,400 tonnes of
expired food items had
been collected.

“Public health depart-
ment daily monitored
unregistered pharmacies
and health centres and most
of unregistered clinics had
been closed and the process
was still underway.”

Herat Exporters Union
discuss problems and

challen
| e

HERAT (Agencies): Acting
Commerce and Industry
Minister Nooruddin Azizi
met with local traders and

members of the Herat

Exporters Union in Herat

province of Afghanistan.
The ministry in a state-

ment, on Saturday, said that
during the meeting, mem-
bers of the union shared
their problems and chal-
lenges with the minister
and asked for help to
resolve them.

Acting Commerce and

ges with

-

Industry Minister
Nooruddin Azizi during
the meeting said that
exporters are the backbone
of the country’s economy
and his ministry is working
on creating an exportation
zone to cover several

Minister

e

provinces.

He promised to cooper-
ate with the Exporters
Union in Herat and asked
the union members to share
their problems in a written
form so the ministry would
respond to them.

Dramatic surge in onion prices
perturbs Talogan residents

TALOQAN (Pajhwok): A
number of residents of this
capital city of northern
Takhar province of
Afghanistan voice grave
concern over a dramatic
hike in the price of onion.

The residents claim if
onions produced in Takhar
province are preserved in
cold storages and managed
well, they can fulfill the
needs of all other provinces
of the country.

Sharifullah, a resident of
Talogan city, said onion
prices went up unprece-
dentedly with the beginning
of winter season and it has

concerned people.

About three months ago,
a kilogram of onion was
sold for 12afs, but now the
same quantity is sold for
over 64afs, which people
cannot afford, Sharifullah

added.
Aminullah, another resi-
dent of Talogan said:

“There are no standard cold
storages, there is no control
over the market as well.
When farmers collect onion
harvest, they sell it at a
cheap price due to lack of
storages, so its prices go up
in winter”.

He said people’s eco-

nomic situation had wors-
ened and the government
should control prices in the
market and build cold stor-
ages for preservation of
such products.
Zamanuddin, a farmer,
said: “I grew onions on half
an acre of land, the harvest
was good compared to pre-
vious years, but I had no
access to cold storages so |
sold the onions at a throw-
away price and now I can-
not buy onions for myself.”
He stressed the impor-
tance of cold storages and if
onions produced in Takhar
were managed well, they

could be enough for the
whole country.

Maulvi Rahimullah
Ahadi, the Agriculture and
Livestock director, con-
firmed the lack of standard
cold storages in the
province.

However, he said efforts
were being made construct
cold storages which would
enable farmers to preserve
their products.

Takhar is an agricultural
province and onions pro-
duced in the province can
be enough for the entire
country if properly man-
aged.

Kandahar City dwellers demand
eradication of noise pollution

KANDAHAR CITY
(Pajhwok): The residents of
Kandahar City, the capital
of southern Kandahar
province, have complained
against the growing noise
pollution in the city and
said it caused disturbance
for the dwellers.

Saifuddin, the resident
of Kandahar City, said dis-
order and noise pollution
had increased in the city
which mentally disturbed
people. “There are a lot of
traffic in the city, the sound
of vehicles horns, genera-
tors in front of shops and in
addition small loudspeak-
ers are on to attract cus-
tomers,” he said.

He said it was a serious
issue and relevant officials
should take steps to control
this situation and ensure
order and management in
the city.

Bashir Ahmad, another
Kandahar City resident,
said the noise created by
vehicles horns and engines
caused more disturbances
for the people and there is
need for solution to this
issue. “Due to disorder and
mismanagement most traf-
fic are blocked in most
points then the drivers press
on horns, there is nobody to
tell them why they press on
horn unnecessarily,” he

Four water supply networks
built in Khost province

KHOST (TOLOnews):
Four water supply networks
worth fourteen million
Afghanis total were devel-
oped in the province of
Khost by the Department of
Rural Rehabilitation and
Development in coopera-
tion with the Citizens
Organization For Advocacy
and Resilience (COAR).

With the help of these
projects, about 700 families
now have access to clean
water.

These water supply net-

works have been built in
the province’s center and in
Ismailkhail district.

“We were considering a
total of five villages, and
this project was discontin-
ued in one village due to
the lack of funding from the
donor, but deep wells and
high-altitude concrete
reserves were developed in
four villages,” said
Mohammad Hakim, the
provincial head of COAR.

Locals are pleased with
the building of water sup-

ply networks in their
areas.

“This project is crucial
to us. We were experienc-
ing problems due to a short-
age of water. We gained a
lot from this project,” said
Mohammad Jan, a resident
of Khost.

“Now, we have access to
water and we are happy,”
said Sayedullah, another
resident of Khost.

According to Khost’s
local officials, the imple-
mentation of such projects

is important and will ensure
the safety of the institutions
engaged in Afghanistan’s
development.

“We have informed all
institutions that we would
ensure your security at the
cost of our lives,” said
Mohammad Anwar
Dinparwar, deputy gover-
nor of Khost province of
Afghanistan.

The majority of people
living in rural parts of
Khost still lack clean water
to drink.

said. Health experts also
agreed that noise pollution
was dangerous for the men-
tal situation of people and if
a person continuously hears
voices he will get angry
quickly.

Dr. Enayatullah Sharifi !

said: “Voice pollution is
dangerous for the nerve
system of human being and
could not concentrate on a
single point. Continued suf-
fering from voice pollution
hampered human brain so
the better thing is that to
keep yourself away from
voice pollution.”

Mohammad Rahim
Bashardost, information
director of the Environ-
mental Protection Depart-
ment, said efforts to control
noise pollution in Kandahar
City had been intensified
and they were jointly work-
ing with the Traffic
Department and other rele-
vant institutions to address
this issue.

"
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“After the takeover of
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan there is more
traffic and more congestion
in the city, we try to prevent
noise pollution, roundup
loudspeakers from the city

and make regular inspec-
tion,” he said.

Kandahar residents lin-
ked the growing pollution
with increase of growing
use of old vehicles, burning
of tires and unhealthy
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items for heating and other
similar factors. They said
due to government negli-
gence these unfair activi-
ties could not be stopped
which added to growing
pollution in the city.

Substandard fuel imports worry people

ZARANIJ (Pajhwok): The
residents of Zaranj, the cap-
ital of the western Nimroz
province, complained about
low- quality fuel imports,
but the official say meas-
ures are underway to
address the issue.

Najibullah, a driver from
Zaranj, told Pajhwok
Afghan News they were
suffering losses due to a
surge in low-quality fuel
imports from Iran.

The man said he had
been working as on driver
the Pul-i- Abresham road
for six years, spending half
of his earning on car
repairs. His vehicle often
develops faults as a result
of interior fuel. The low-
quality fuel is smuggled
through Abresham border
and the Kang district of
Nimroz province, causing
problems for the people and
by damaging their vehicles.

“I twice replaced my car
engine’s injectors during
the past two months for

5,000 afs. I fixed the engine
a month ago by spending
20,000 afs. Such expenses

are  back-breaking for
workers like me,” he
regretted.

Najibullah asked the
government to prevent the
smuggling of poor-quality
fuels into the country and
crack down on their sellers
and suppliers.

Sadiq Amiri, another
resident of Nimroz, said:
“People are concerned ab-
out low-quality  fuel
imports. They have been
suffering losses because of
such fuels.”

The substandard fuel is
smuggled into the country
through the Kang district of
Nimroz through tractors
before being sold to drivers
in gallons.

“These fuels are also
sold in plastic bottles to the
drivers. Different sub-
stances like plastic parti-
cles, water, dirt and other
things are mixed with the

fuels, damaging engines of
vehicles,” Amiri claimed.

He asked the govern-
ment to prevent the sordid
business, which could be
witnessed in no other
province of the country.

Matiullah Saber, director
of Afghanistan National
Standards Authority, ackn-
owledged the imports of
low-quality fuels through
Kang district. He said
measures were being taken
to prevent such imports.

Officials of the gover-
nor’s house are working on
a draft law for the construc-
tion of a fuel depot near the
Iranian border in Kang,
where the imported fuel
will be tested for quality
checks.

The low quality fuels
would be returned while
standard supplies would be
allowed to enter markets,
the director added.

Oil traders, who were
given 25 days to build the
depots, have got five days

left to complete their work.
Thereafter the draft regula-
tion would be implement-
ed, he continued.

Currently, fuel imports
are taking place via two
routes. The oil Imported
through Abresham border is
tested and controlled. But
the supplies through Kang
are not checked.

As a result, there are
problems with these sup-
plies. Around 300 metric
tonnes of fuels were
imported through Kang,
creating problems for the
people, Saber said.

“At the moment, there
are 99 oil tankers in
Kandahar province. The
quality of the fuel they are
carrying will be tested as
well,” the official assured.

ANSA has so far retuned
28 tankers of low-quality
fuel to Iran, Saber revealed,
hoping the problems of
transporters  would  be
solved with the implemen-
tation of the draft.
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NABLUS: A Palestinian boy throwing stone towards Israeli forces during clashes.
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‘Pakhtuns
rendered
matchless

sacrifices’
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR:  Secretary
General Awami National
Party, Mian Iftikhar
Hussain said here on
Saturday that Pakhtuns
would not hesitate to make
any sacrifice to restore
peace in their motherland
and defeat the enemies at
any cost.

Addressing the partici-
pants of Peace March in
front of Peshawar Press
Club, Mian Iftikhar recalled
the attack on Army Public
School and termed the
recent attack on Police
Lines mosque as a coward-
ly act of terrorists. He said
that the Pakhtun nation was
united to end militancy that
created the deteriorating
law and order situation.

He said that it was most
unfortunate that innocent
Pashtuns were being target-
ed by terrorists, adding that
concerned institutions
should investigate the
Police Lines blast and bring
the culprits to the court of
law.

FM reaffirms Pak’s
support to Kashmiris

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD:  Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has reiterated that
they would continue to lend
unstinted moral, diplomatic
and political support to the
Kashmiri people until the
realization of their right to
self-determination in accor-
dance with the UN Security
Council resolutions.

"I want to remind our
Kashmiri brothers and sis-
ters that Pakistan will never
sit back and watch silently
while Kashmiris continue to
suffer Indian atrocities.
Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute will remain a key pillar
of Pakistan's foreign poli-
cy," the foreign minister
said in a message on
Kashmir Solidarity Day
being observed on February
5. The foreign minister said
as they observed the
Kashmir Solidarity Day, the
people of Pakistan saluted
the sacrifices of their
Kashmiri brothers and sis-
ters who had suffered for
more than seventy-five
years under brutal Indian
oppression.

He stressed that India
must end its gross human
rights violations in IIOJK;
reverse its unilateral and
illegal actions of 5 August
2019 including demograph-
ic changes; repeal draconian
laws; allow UN-mandated
investigations into cases of
extrajudicial killings and;
implement relevant UN
Security Council resolutions
on Jammu and Kashmir.

For over seven decades,
he said, the Indian occupa-
tion forces had brutalized
the Kashmiris and denied
them their rights. Today,
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and  Kashmir
(ITOJK) was one of the
most-militarized zones of
the world, with the presence
of over 900,000 occupation
forces, he added. "With its
illegal and unilateral actions
of 5 August 2019, India has
opened a new chapter in
suppressing the people of
ITOJK. With fresh delimita-
tion of electoral constituen-
cies, issuance of millions of
domicile certificates to non-
Kashmiris, and addition of
hundreds of thousands of

non-Kashmiris in the voters
lists, India's ruling dispensa-
tion aims to transform

Kashmiris into a disem-
powered minority in their
own land," he added.
Foreign Minister Bilawal
further said that Kashmiris
were living in a constant
state of fear as Indian forces
engaged in the indiscrimi-
nate use of force and extra-
judicial killings in staged
"cordon-and-search" opera-
tions.

Ex-CJ case:
IHC bench
reconstituted

ISLAMABAD (INP): On
the objections to the IHC
bench which was formed
to hear former chief justice
of  Pakistan  Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudhry’s
appeal against the interim
decision of a trial court in
his defamation suit against
the PTI chairman, Justice
Babar Sattar has been
removed from being part

of the bench on Saturday.

KP expresses
complete
solidarity with

Kashmiris
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Caretaker
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad
Azam Khan has said that
on Kashmir Solidarity Day,
the people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the
provincial government
express complete Solidarity
with Kashmiri people, and
reiterate their resolve to
extend moral, political and
diplomatic support to them
in their struggle to get the
right of self-determination.

In a statement issued on
Kashmir Solidarity Day,
Muhammad Azam Khan
said that the right of self-
determination was the basic
right of the people of
Kashmir, and their struggle
for the same could not be
suppressed through oppres-
sion by the Indian govern-
ment, adding that the peo-
ple of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa stand side by
side their Kashmiri broth-
ers and sisters in their gen-
uine struggle, and will con-
tinue to do so until they get
their right to self-determi-
nation.

The Caretaker Chief
Minister urged upon the
international community
and human rights organiza-
tions to take notice of the
Indian government's brutal-
ities in occupied Kashmir,
and play their due role to
giving Kashmiri people
their right to self-determi-
nation by getting imple-
mented the resolutions of
the United Nations in a let-
ter and spirit.

He maintained that the
decades-long struggle of
the Kashmir people for
their freedom is unprece-
dented all over the world,
and hoped that the people
of Kashmir would soon be
able to get their right of
self-determination.

He condemned the uni-
lateral decision of the
Indian government of fin-
ishing the special status of
occupied Kashmir provid-
ed in the Indian Constitution
followed by the locked-
down imposed by the Indian
army in occupied Kashmir
with the aim to suppress the
struggle of Kashmiris for
their freedom.
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Alvi: No solution of
J&K sans wishes of
Kashmiri people

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr Arif Alvi has said that
Pakistan consistently main-
tained that a lasting solu-
tion to the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute was possi-
ble only in accordance with
the relevant UN Security
Council Resolutions and
wishes of the Kashmiri

people.
"Pakistan also urges the
international community

and organizations to take
practical steps to hold India
accountable for its gross
and widespread human
rights violations in IIOJK,"
the president said in a mes-
sage on the occasion of
Kashmir Solidarity Day
being observed on February
5.

"We observe this day to
draw the attention of the

international community
towards the relevant UN
Security Council

Resolutions which provide
that the final disposition of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Dispute would be made in
accordance with the will of
the people, expressed
through the democratic
method of a free and impar-
tial plebiscite conducted
under the auspices of the
United  Nations,"  he
stressed.

Today, the president said
Pakistan called upon India
to allow unfettered access
to the UN and OIC

observers, international
media and human rights
organizations to Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) to
obtain first-hand informa-
tion about the situation
there, and investigate and
report the human rights vio-
lations.

The president reiterated
that Pakistan would contin-
ue to extend its unstinted
moral, diplomatic and
political support for this
just cause. "Today, we
observe Kashmir Solidarity
Day to express Pakistan's
unflinching support for the
legitimate and just struggle
of the Kashmiri people for
the realization of their
inalienable right to self-
determination," President
Secretariat Press Wing in a
press release quoted the
president as saying.

On this occasion, the
president said that they paid
rich tribute to the selfless
sacrifices made by their
Kashmiri brothers and sis-
ters during their decades-
old resistance to the Indian
occupation.

Over the last 75 years,
the Indian occupation
forces had unleashed a
reign of terror and carried
out a relentless campaign to
intimidate and suppress the
people of Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK), he said,
adding the presence of
more than 900,000 Indian

armed personnel had turned
the region into an open
prison.

The president said
India's illegal and unilateral
actions of 5 August 2019 in
IIOJK were a blatant viola-
tion of international law,
including the UN Charter,
the 4th Geneva
Convention, and the rele-
vant UN Security Council
resolutions. India had been
consistently engaged in
efforts to further entrench
these illegal measures
through artificial demo-
graphic changes, political
engineering, economic
marginalization of the local
people and an assault on
Kashmiri identity and cul-
ture, he added.

"It is alarming that India
is undertaking demograph-
ic changes in IIOJK by
bringing non-Kashmiris to
settle in the valley. India's
heavy-handed  approach
frequently manifests itself
in extrajudicial killings,
arbitrary detentions, custo-
dial torture, enforced disap-
pearances and the use of
pellet guns in IIOJK," he
added. The president said
India had muzzled the
media and incarcerated the
Kashmiri leadership and
defenders of the human
rights, adding these excess-
es and brutalities had been
well-documented by sever-
al human rights organiza-
tions and international
media outlets.

Court sends Sheikh to jail
on 14-day judicial remand

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
A district and sessions
court in Islamabad has
rejected the  police’s
request of extending the
physical remand of AML
leader Sheikh Rashid and
instead send him to jail on
judicial remand for 14
days. Judicial Magistrate
Umar Shabbir announced
the verdict reserved earlier

and directed to send Sheikh
Rashid to Adiala Jail on
judicial remand.

The court rejected the
prosecutor’s request for a
five-day extension in the
physical remand. Earlier,
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed was
produced in the court in
Islamabad after his two-
day physical remand was
expired. The AML leader

was arrested on Thursday
last in connection with a
complaint filed by PPP
Rawalpindi Vice President
Raja Inayat Ur Rehman in
Islamabad's Aabpara
Police Station for alleging
that PPP Co-Chairman
Asif Ali Zardari was
hatching a plot to assassi-
nate PTI chief Imran
Khan.

Dr Arif Alvi

President, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Today, we observe Kashmir Solidarity Day to express
Pakistan’s unflinching support for the legitimate and just
struggle of the Kashmiri people for the realization of their
inalienable right to self-determination. On this occasion,
we pay rich tribute to the selfless sacrifices made by our
Kashmiri brothers and sisters during their decades-old
resistance to the Indian occupation. We observe this day to
draw the attention of the international community towards
the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions which provide
that the final disposition of the Jammu and Kashmir
Dispute would be made in accordance with the will of the
people, expressed through the democratic method of a free
and impartial plebiscite conducted under the auspices of the
United Nations. Over the last 75 years, the Indian
occupation forces have unleashed a reign of terror and
carried out a relentless campaign to intimidate and
suppress the people of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (ITOJK). The presence of more than 900,000 Indian
armed personnel has turned the region into an open prison.
India’s illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 2019 in
IIOJK were a blatant violation of international laws,
including the UN Charter, the 4th Geneva Convention, and
the relevant UN Security Council resolutions. India has been
consistently engaged in efforts to further entrench these
illegal measures through artificial demographic changes,
political engineering, economic marginalization of the local
people and an assault on Kashmiri identity and culture. It is
alarming that India is undertaking demographic changes in
II0JK by bringing non-Kashmiris to settle in the valley.
India’s heavy-handed approach frequently manifests itself
in extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detentions, custodial
torture, enforced disappearances and the use of pellet guns
in ITOJK. India has muzzled the media and incarcerated the
Kashmiri leadership and defenders of human rights. These
excesses and brutalities have been well-documented by
several human rights organizations and international
media outlets. Today, Pakistan calls upon India to allow
unfettered access to the UN and OIC observers, internation-
al media and human rights organizations to IIOJK to obtain
first-hand information about the situation there, and
investigate and report the human rights violations.
Pakistan also urges the international community and
organizations to take practical steps to hold India account-
able for its gross and widespread human rights violations in
II0JK. Pakistan has consistently maintained that a lasting
solution to the Jammu and Kashmir Dispute is possible only
in accordance with the relevant UN Security Council
Resolutions and wishes of the Kashmiri people. Pakistan
will continue to extend its unstinted moral, diplomatic and
political support for this just cause.
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Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
Prime Minister, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Every year, on the fifth of February, the people of Pakistan
reaffirm their solidarity with their Kashmiri brothers and
sisters. On this Kashmir Solidarity Day, we renew our
commitment of our unflinching support to them in their
just struggle for inalienable right to self-determination.
The Jammu and Kashmir dispute is one of the oldest,
unresolved items on the agenda of the United Nations.
Over the last seventy-five years, India has continued its
illegal occupation of Jammu and Kashmir and suppressed
its people. Thousands of Kashmiris have sacrificed their
lives and suffered countless atrocities at the hands of the
Indian Occupation Forces. The already bad situation took
a turn for the worst following India’s illegal and unilateral
actions of 5 August 2019. These illegal and unilateral steps
have been rejected by Pakistan and the Kashmiris.

The human rights situation in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJK) remains a source of grave
concern to Pakistan and the rest of the world. India has
brazenly targeted Kashmiri men, women and children
through curfews, blackouts, arbitrary detention,
imprisonment, and denial of basic rights. The popular
Kashmiri political leadership has been illegally detained
or deliberately victimized through fictitious cases. The
media has been silenced through coercion and religious
scholars have been arrested. Draconian laws have been
enacted that deny the fundamental freedoms of the
Kashmiri people.

India has also intensified its campaign to bring about
demographic changes in IIOJK, so as to convert the
Kashmiris into a minority in their own land. These
actions are in violation of UNSC resolutions and
international law, including the 4th Geneva Convention.
India is mistaken if it believes it can crush the iron will of
the Kashmiri people. No amount of state terrorism,
unleashed by Indian Occupation Forces, can break the
will of the Kashmiris or undermine their legitimate
struggle.

We urge India to honour its commitments made to
Pakistan, the UN and, above all, to the Kashmiri people.
On behalf of the entire Pakistani nation, I want to assure
our Kashmiri brothers and sisters that we stand shoulder
to shoulder with them. We will continue to lend moral,
diplomatic and political support to their just cause, until
they attain freedom from Indian oppression. Pakistan
will also continue to raise its voice at all international
platforms and highlight India’s barbaric actions in ITOJK.
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Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
Foreign Minister, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

As we observe the Kashmir Solidarity Day, the people of
Pakistan salute the sacrifices of our Kashmiri brothers
and sisters who have suffered for more than seventy-five
years under brutal Indian oppression.

For over seven decades, Indian Occupation Forces have
brutalized the Kashmiris and denied them their rights.
Today, Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(II0JK) is one of the most-militarized zones of the world,
with the presence of over 900,000 occupation forces.

With its illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 2019,
India has opened a new chapter in suppressing the
people of IIOJK. With fresh delimitation of electoral
constituencies, issuance of millions of domicile
certificates to non-Kashmiris, and addition of hundreds
of thousands of non-Kashmiris in the voters lists, India’s
ruling dispensation aims to transform Kashmiris into a
disempowered minority in their own land. Kashmiris
are living in a constant state of fear as Indian forces
engage in indiscriminate use of force and extra-judicial
killings in staged “cordon-and-search” operations.
Political activists and human rights defenders face
arbitrary detention, torture and confiscation of

properties.

India must end its gross human rights violations in
1I0JK; reverse its unilateral and illegal actions of 5
August 2019 including demographic changes; repeal
draconian laws; allow UN-mandated investigations into
cases of extrajudicial killings and; implement relevant
UN Security Council resolutions on Jammu and
Kashmir.

I want to remind our Kashmiri brothers and sisters that
Pakistan will never sit back and watch silently while
Kashmiris continue to suffer Indian atrocities. Jammu
and Kashmir dispute will remain a key pillar of
Pakistan's foreign policy. We will continue to lend
unstinted moral, diplomatic and political support to the
Kashmiri people until the realization of their right to
self-determination in accordance with the UN Security
Council resolutions.
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Qamar Zaman Kaira
Adviser to the Prime Minister on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan

On this Solidarity Day, we stand united with our Kashmiri brethren in their
valiant struggle to achieve the long overdue legitimate right to self-
determination. The unflinching support of government of Pakistan and its
people to the people of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir for
realization of their inalienable right to self-determination has remained
unshaken throughout last seven decades. We salute and pay tribute to our
Kashmiri brothers and sisters for resisting all tools of Indian state
terrorism and sacrificing their lives for their birthright of self-determina-
tion. Indian tools of state terrorism like extrajudicial killings, arbitrary
detentions, torture, forced disappearances, collective punishments and
incarceration of Kashmiri leaders have miserably failed to subdue the will
of Kashmiri people. The indigenous and untiring struggle of Kashmiri
people has proved that no level of suppression can break their will for their
just demand of right to self-determination. In desperation, India took
illegal and unilateral actions on August 05, 2019 and revoked the special
status of Indian illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir IIOJK in order to
implement its sinister design to change the demography of IIOJK. Since
then, more than four million domiciles have been issued to non-Kashmiris.
New property laws have been promulgated to usurp the land of Kashmiris.
India is also manipulating the local elections by redrawing the electoral
constituencies for allocating higher number of seats for Hindu majority
areas. All of these Indian obnoxious steps are blatant violation of United
Nations Security Council resolutions, international laws and 4th Geneva
Convention. Pakistan, Kashmiris and the world community have widely
rejected these illegal engagements and deceptions of India. These steps are
glaring manifestation of the RSS inspired Hindutva mindset of Indian
government which marginalizes minorities. Today India stands exposed
before the world as an aggressor and oppressor. Its so-called secular and
democratic credentials stand fully discredited. India must realize that
Kashmiris have a glorious history of standing up against all tools of suppres-
sion and any misadventure of Indian authorities will further strengthen
the Kashmiris resolve for freedom from Indian occupation. Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
have undertaken enormous efforts in highlighting the Kashmir issue on all
international forums. As a result, we have seen increased awareness in the
world community of this festering dispute. International human rights
organizations like Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, United
Nations Office of Higher Commissioner for Human Rights and Indepen-
dent Permanent Human Rights Commission of OIC have well documented
and highlighted the human rights violations in IIOJK. Today India’s
mantra of Kashmir being “internal” matter of India rings hollow. The world
community must recognize its collective obligation towards Kashmiris.
The continued apathy towards suffering of Kashmiri people will have
disastrous consequences for the region and beyond. Pakistan has
consistently maintained that durable peace and security in the region is
contingent upon peaceful resolution of the core issue of Jammu and
Kashmir. We once again reiterate our resolve that Pakistan will continue to
provide all possible political, diplomatic and moral support to the
Kashmiris in their just struggle for right to self-determination as
enshrined in UNSC resolutions and as per wishes of the Kashmiri people.
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