One death from Coronavirus

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National
Institute of Health (NIH) on Sunday
confirmed that one death was reported
in Sindh from COVID-19 during the
last 24 hours. As per the data shared by
the National Institute of Health, 106
new Coronavirus cases were reported
during the last 24 hours across the
country. The case positivity ratio was
2.52 per cent, while 22 patients were in

FIA summons Gandapur
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ISLAMABAD (NNI): Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) has issued
second call-up notice to PTI leader and
ex-federal minister Ali  Amin
Gandapur and summoned him again on
March 28 for allegedly threatening the
state and government institutions
through provocative statements on
social media. Previously, he had been
summoned through notice on March

24 but he did not appear. critical condition.
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PM visits free Atta >

Regd. No. 241

distribution points

MULTAN (APP): Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday undertook
visits to various free wheat flour
(Atta) distribution points in Multan
and other districts of south Punjab
and ordered officials to extend maxi-
mum assistance to the elderly and dif-
ferently-abled people at the centers.

Elderly, disabled persons and
women should get free Atta bags
without any trouble, the prime minis-
ter said during his visit to the free
Atta centre set up at the District
Sports Ground in Multan.

Shahbaz asked the officials to lift
the Atta bags for elderly and different-
ly-abled persons who cannot lift the
10-kg bag and help them reach their
bicycle or motorcycle. At this, the
officials informed the prime minister
that they have been already deputed to
extend whatever help the elderly peo-
ple, women and disabled persons
needed. The Prime Minister expressed
satisfaction over the process and laud-
ed the Multan administration for mak-
ing the best arrangements at Atta dis-
tribution points.

Shahbaz Sharif said the people
should not face difficulties during the
month of Ramazan ul Mubarak.

The prime minister also talked to
the poor assembled at the district
sports ground including the different-
ly-abled persons and asked them if
they were facing difficulties in get-
ting free flour bags and the level of
facilities at the Atta distribution cen-
tres. Shaehbaz Sharif issued orders to
the local administration to take
immediate measures to resolve com-
plaints of the people on the spot.

The prime minister also went to
the counter set up exclusively for dif-
ferently-abled persons and talked to
them for some time. The differently-
abled persons thanked the prime min-
ister for extending free flour facility
to the impoverished segments of soci-
ety. Shehbaz witnessed the process of
distribution of free flour bags at the
centre and emphasized that officials
should supervise the operation per-
sonally and extend maximum assis-
tance to differently-abled persons,
elderly people particularly women so
that they can get free bags of wheat
flour without any trouble.

Chief Secretary Punjab Zahid
Akhtar  Zaman, Commissioner
Multan Amir Khatak, Regional Police
Officer Suhail Ahmad, and Deputy

Commissioner Omar Jahangir were
present on the occasion.

He directed the Chief Secretary
that no person coming for free flour
should leave empty-handed.

The Commissioner and DC
informed the prime minister that 75
counters have been set up at Multan
centre which they described as the
biggest centre in south Punjab.

They said that 20000 Atta bags of
10 kilograms would be distributed
among the poor and over 6500 bags
had already been distributed by mid-
day, today. They said that sheds were
set up for the people and adequate
arrangements for drinking water were
in place. The officials also briefed the
prime minister on Ramazan Package
and arrangements made for its imple-
mentation. Earlier, the prime minister
had also visited wheat flour centres at
Bahawalpur where he reviewed
arrangements for free Atta distribution
and witnessed the process. The prime
minister while appreciating the
arrangements made at flour distribu-
tion points in Multan and Bahawalpur
said that similar good arrangements
should be made in other districts of the
Punjab province.

PTI’s politics all about creating
chaos, unrest 1in country: Maryam

LAHORE (APP): Senior Vice
President and Chief Organiser
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Maryam Nawaz on
Sunday said that the politics of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chairman
Imran Khan was all about protect-
ing personal agenda by creating
chaos and unrest in the country as
he had nothing to do with the peo-
ple’s problems.

Addressing the office bearers of
PML-N’s lawyers wing here, she
said that the decision of PTI to dis-
solve assemblies in the Punjab and
KP was also aimed at creating anar-
chy and turmoil in the country as
this cabal was not concerned about
resolving public issues.

She said that the PML-N was
never afraid of going into elections
rather it was ever ready and would
win the elections whenever held.
However, she said that her party
wanted level playing field as
nobody was above the law.

She said Panama papers case was
to target the elected government of
Nawaz Sharif as nothing was
proved against Nawaz Sharif and
then he was disqualified for just
having an iqama. Nawaz Sharif
gave the narrative of sanctity of the
vote in the country, she added.
Maryam Nawaz said that PTI chief
blatantly violated the law and the
constitution but no action was initi-
ated against him.

She said the PML-N believed in
serving the masses and its perform-
ance in the past was the evidence.
Whereas, the previous PTI govern-
ment did nothing for the welfare of

the masses and it was responsible
for current inflation in the country.

She said PTI Chief Imran Khan
was hiding himself in Zaman Park
and avoiding to appear in the courts
to face cases against him. Maryam
said the PML-N always showed
respect for the courts and its leader-
ship presented themselves for
accountability. The PML-N leader-
ship faced fabricated cases during
the previous PTI tenure however all
of them presented themselves for
accountability but nothing was
proved against anyone.

Multiple cases were registered
against the PTI chief but he was not
appearing before the courts which
showed his non-serious attitude
towards the institutions. PTI chief
was in fact escaping from the courts
including Toshakhana, Tyrian
White and foreign funding cases, as
he had nothing to prove his inno-
cence. She said that the PTI was the
only political party which being a
ruling party, violated the rules
regarding Toshakhana as the pre-
cious gifts were sold out after tak-
ing abroad.

The PML-N was the most popu-
lar party and was fully aware of the
problems being faced by the masses
including the price hike however it
would not leave the people on their
destiny but would stand with them
and resolve their issues.

She said there was even no com-
parison between the PML-N and the
PTI when it came to delivering the
masses as the PML-N left the gov-
ernment in 2018 which was pros-
perous and had growth based econ-

omy. On the other hand the four
year rule of the PTI brought pover-
ty, corruption and lawlessness
which portray the real picture of the
parties' performance.

She underlined the need of a sin-
cere leadership which can take the
country forward as the people of the
country were paying the price of
immature and non serious political
decisions taken by the PTIL. It was
very unfortunate that the PTI was
creating chaos in the name of the
politics, she added. Maryam Nawaz
said that the previous PTI govern-
ment was full of corrupt practices
and poor policies.

She said that rule of law and a
justice based system was vital to
take the country forward. Maryam
said that Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
and she herself had faced the
courts in cases against them but
they never made excuses but pre-
sented for accountability in respect
of the courts and rule of law in the
country.

Whenever, PTI chief appeared
before the court, he went there in
the form of a mob.

The lawyers fraternity played
vital role during lawyers movement
and for strengthening the institu-
tions and rule of law. The lawyers
wing of the PML-N had an signifi-
cant role in party’s strengthening
she said adding that the party would
get maximum participation from the
lawyers wing for bringing better-
ment in the party’s policy. She also
lauded the role of Interior Minister
Rana Snaullah for activating the
lawyers wing in the party.
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Ground as part of Prime Minister Ramazan Relief Package for deserving families.

Imran thanks people
of Lahore for not
letting him down

LAHORE (NNI): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman and former prime
minister Imran Khan has
thanked Lahorites for mak-
ing Minar-e-Pakistan rally
a success.

In his tweet, Imran Khan
wrote: “Despite cabal of
crooks locking down
Lahore (see map) and
arresting 2000 of our work-
ers, people of Lahore came
in huge numbers to make
our 6th Minar-i-Pakistan
jalsa a great success. I want
to especially thank my
Lahorites for not letting me
down yet again. Proud of
you.” A large number of
party supporters attended
the PTI rally despite the
Punjab government’s
sealed roads leading to
Minar-e-Pakistan by plac-
ing containers and erecting
barricades to stop them
from reaching the place.

However, caretaker
Punjab Information
Minister Amir Mir denied
that people were being
restricted from going to the
rally through barriers. On
Saturday night, Imran Khan
gave an ‘economic
roadmap’ for the country’s
prosperity in his address at
a ‘historic’ jalsa at Lahore’s
Minar-e-Pakistan.

Iran-Saudi deal a step
initiated by Pakistan, con-
cluded by China: Former
Prime Minister of Pakistan
while terming the recent

agreement between Iran
and Saudi Arabia to restore
diplomatic ties an impor-
tant development has
warned against the role of
Zionist regime, which is the
root cause of instability in
the region. Imran Khan
during an exclusive inter-
view with IRNA on Sunday
said the China brokered
deal will have a significant
impact on the region.
Congratulating Islamic
Republic of Iran on the
happy occasion of Nowruz,
he said that being Prime
Minister of Pakistan he
paid an official visit to Iran
in October 2019 with a one
point agenda to de-escalate
tensions in the region.

He added that the deal
between Iran and Saudi
Arabia is actually a step ini-
tiated by Pakistan and ami-
cably concluded by China.

Imran Khan whose gov-
ernment was removed by a
no-confidence motion in
April 2022 warned against
the role of spoilers in the
region adding that Zionist
regime has always tried to
isolate  Iran.  Former
Pakistani PM praised the
role of late founder of the
Islamic Revolution Imam
Khomeini for reviving the
cause of Palestine through
Al-Quds day adding that the
role of Islamic world is
unjustified towards
Palestine and Kashmir.

Imran’s decision to
appear in Islamabad
court today

LAHORE (NNI): Tehreek-
e-Insaf Chairman Imran

Khan will appear in
Islamabad court tomorrow
(Monday).

According to the details,
an important meeting was
held in Zaman Park under
the  chairmanship  of
Tehreek-e-Insaf Chairman
Imran Khan

In the meeting yester-
day, the issue of Islamabad
court appearance was dis-

cussed. Chairman PTI con-

sulted the party's senior
leadership and legal team.

It was decided in the
meeting that Imran Khan
will leave for Islamabad
tomorrow morning. After
the  meeting,  Fawad
Chaudhary left for
Islamabad along with the
legal team. The central
leadership of the party will
also reach Islamabad. PTI
leader Asad Umar said that
Imran Khan will appear in

Islamabad court tomorrow.

PTT to attend
parliament’s joint
session today

LAHORE (NNI): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
decided to attend a joint
session of parliament,
which was earlier
adjourned till March 27
(Monday). Sources privy to
the development stated that
PTI senators will partici-
pate in tomorrow’s joint sit-
ting of parliament.

Opposition leader in
Senate Dr Saleem Shehbaz
has summoned a meeting
of PTI parliamentarians in
this connection. The ses-
sion will be held at 2 pm
tomorrow at parliament
house, say sources.

The meeting will formu-
late a joint strategy for joint
sitting of parliament.

Earlier, addressing a
press conference, PTI
Secretary-General =~ Asad
Umar had said that the
party’s senator will raise
their voice against the
‘unconstitutional move’ of
the Election Commission.

“As per the Constitution,
a caretaker government
will not remain legal fol-
lowing the expiration of its
deadline — 90 days,” Asad
Umar noted.

He also condemned the
police against PTI, saying
that the houses of PTI lead-
ers and workers were being
raided while many mem-
bers were currently under
arrest. It is pertinent to
mention here that President
Dr Arif Alvi has summoned
session of the National
Assembly on Monday at
12:00 noon, whereas the
joint session of parliament
will also resume on the
same day at 3:00 pm.

PM terms President’s letter as partisan
in nature, anti govt, PTI’s PR

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Sunday termed the contents of the
letter written by President Dr Arif
Alvi as of partisan in nature, one-
sided and based upon anti-govern-
ment views’ which were openly
espoused by the latter notwithstand-
ing the constitutional oath/office of
the president.

In response to the president’s letter
of March 24 containing five pages
and seven points, the prime minister
said that he was constrained to
express his disappointment at the bla-
tant partisan nature of the letter,
“which in parts reads like a Press
Release of the Opposition political
party i.e. the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI). “Mr. President, the
Constitution does not vest any pow-
ers in or assigns any functions to the
President whereby the President can
seek  explanation  from  the
Government or the Prime Minister.
The only reason I am responding to
your letter is because I want to bring
your partisan attitude and actions on
record and to set the record of our
Government straight,” the contents of
the letter shared by PM Office Media
Wing quoted the prime minister as
saying. The prime minister stressed
that he was fully aware of his duties
and the duties of the federal govern-
ment under the constitution and the
government was fully committed to
preserve, protect and defend the con-
stitution and ensure that the funda-
mental rights guaranteed to the citi-
zens of Pakistan were not violated.

“However, our government is also
determined to ensure that no one is
allowed to violate the law, create
unrest and attempts to cause irrepara-
ble harm to the state of Pakistan. I

want to further assure you that our
government will thwart any efforts to
undermine the constitutionally elect-
ed government,” he added.

Further responding to reference
made in the president’s letter of
Article 46 of the Constitution and
Rule 15 (5) of the Rules of Business,
1973 regarding holding of meaning-
ful consultations between the presi-
dent and prime minister, he said, the
objection was out of place.

Under clause (1) of the Article 48,
the president, in exercise of his func-
tions, must act on and in accordance
with the advice of the cabinet or the
prime minister, he added.

The prime minister noted “In very
limited instances, the President acts in
his discretion under the Constitution.
Article 46 and Rule 15 (5) (b) supra
are what they ordain. That, is keep the
President informed. Nothing more
and nothing less. These provisions or
for that matter nothing else in the
Constitution requires the Prime
Minister to consult the President on
the exercise of executive authority by
the Federal Government.” Regarding
the president’s reference to holding of
elections, the prime minister main-
tained that the ECP had announced
October 8 as the new date for polls in
Punjab after taking into account the
ground realities.

All the federal and provincial gov-
ernment authorities furnished the rel-
evant information to the ECP, he said,
adding being the constitutional body,
charged with the duty to organize and
conduct elections, it was ultimately,
the ECP’s decision to assess circum-
stances for organizing and conducting
free and fair elections as required
under clause (3) of Article 218.

The prime minister pointed out
that the president did not object to the
use of language and rather aggressive
attitude of the former federal minis-
ters who actively attempted to under-
mine the authority and credibility of
ECP. The prime minister further
opined that at the behest of the PTI,
the president gave dates for the gen-
eral elections on the provincial
assemblies of Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and his decision of
election date for KPK assembly was
set aside by the Supreme Court.

He said that the president did not
raise any concerns on malafide disso-
lution of the provincial assemblies of
the two provinces, that too at the
behest of and to satisfy the ego of
PTT’s chairman.

“The two provincial assemblies
have been dissolved not for any con-
stitutional or legal objective but to
blackmail the governments in center
and the other two provinces with sole
objective of forcing them to dissolve
the National and the other two
provincial assemblies,” he added.

The prime minister cited that the
constitutional distortion also com-
pletely escaped the president’s atten-
tion regarding effects of conducting
elections to two provincial assem-
blies prior to the general elections of
the National Assembly inasmuch, as
organizing and conducting free and
fair elections under clause (3) of
Article 218 might not be possible
with the elected provincial govern-
ment in these provinces.

The prime minister expressed that
it was quite saddening given the role
of the head of the state that constitu-
tion assigned to the president.

In the letter shared by PM Office
Media Wing, the prime minister fur-

ther addressing the president, said
that it was a matter of record that pre-
viously, he (the president) had acted
in a similar patrician manner on sev-
eral occasions in violation of his oath.

These occasions included i.e. letter
for dissolution of the National
Assembly on April 3, 2022 on the
illegal instructions of the former
prime minister (Imran Khan) which
was declared as unconstitutional by
the Supreme Court on April 7 last
year and upon his elections as the
prime minister, the president failed to
discharge his constitutional duty in
terms of clause (5) of Article 91.

“Despite the foregoing and several
other instances, where you actively
worked towards undermining a con-
stitutionally elected government. I
have made all-out efforts to maintain
good working relationship with you.
However, the contents of your letter,
its tone and language have compelled
me to respond to it,” the prime minis-
ter further added.

The prime minister, while respond-
ing to the points raised by the presi-
dent regarding alleged fundamental
and human rights violations as high-
lighted by media, said that the refer-
ence was quite clear as it referred to
the politicians and workers belonging
to a political party to which the pres-
ident also belonged to.

The prime minister categorically
said that substantive and procedural
due process guaranteed under the
Constitution under Articles 4 and
10A was being afforded to all.

“All the actions taken by the law
enforcement agencies are strictly in
accordance with law to maintain law
and order and establish the writ of the
state,” he said, adding that in all
instances, aggrieved persons had

approached the appropriate legal fora.

The prime minister further
observed that regrettably due to party
allegiance, the president failed to note
sheer violation of laws, contumacious
disregard of courts orders, attacking
the law enforcement agencies, dam-
aging public property, attempts to
create chaos, civil and political unrest
and ‘in short to bring the country to
the brink of economic default and
civil war’ by the PTL.

He said what had really tarnished
the image of Pakistan in the interna-
tional community and was casting
negative repercussions on the future
of democracy and state of human
rights in Pakistan was the complete
disregard of the laws and the consti-
tution by the PTI.

Moreover, the president, on any
occasion, had not uttered even a sin-
gle word regarding the conduct of
Imran Ahmed Khan Niazi, chairman
PTL, on his actions in response to
lawfully issued court orders for his
appearance in criminal proceedings,
he added. The prime minister said
“May I also add, never in our history
have we ever witnessed such aggres-
sive, rather militant, attitude of polit-
ical order in complete defiance of
court orders.” The prime minister to
another point, maintained that his
government ensured complete free-
dom of speech and expression as
enshrined in the Constitution. He
regretted that the president never
raised his voice or shared his con-
cerns in the manner as he had in his
letter, in the past when PTI was in
power. The prime minister referred to
the annual world report issued by
Human Rights Watch covering 2021
when the PTI’s government was in
office, which said “the Pakistan gov-

ernment intensified its efforts to con-
trol the media and curtail dissent.
Authorities harassed and at times
detained journalists and other mem-
bers of civil society for criticizing
government officials and policies.
Violent attacks on members of the
media also continue.” The prime min-
ister also referred to AL Jazeera
report of last year on the annual
World Report 2022 issued by HRW
with specific reference to the chapter
on Pakistan.

The previous government kept the
National Commission for Human
Rights dysfunctional for the most part
of its tenure, besides deliberately
obstructing the appointment of its
members and chairperson because the
NCHR had issued a damning report
on state of human rights.

The prime minister added that
there were several reports of the inter-
national human rights organizations
which reflected poorly on the track
record of PTI’s previous government,
which unfortunately escaped his
(president’s) attention.

The prime minister reminded the
president that he did not raise any
concerns when the previous govern-
ment carried out a witch hunt against
the opposition. He said a fabricated
and false narcotics case entailing
death penalty was made against Rana
Sanaullah Khan, then an MNA. By
framing false cases, male and female
members of the parliament of other
political parties were subjected to the
worst kind of political victimization,
he said, adding “Even a female mem-
ber of the family of former prime min-
ister was not spared, solely to politi-
cally eliminate them.” The prime min-
ister said that NAB was used to tame
the political opposition and dissent.
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46,446 Corona
patients discharged
after recovery

RAWALPINDI (APP): As
many as 46,446
Coronavirus patients had
been discharged after get-
ting treatment from the dis-
trict's health facilities, out
of which 42,789 were
Rawalpindi residents and
3,659 were from other dis-
tricts. According to the data
shared by the District
Health Authority, 47,815
patients have tested posi-
tive since the pandemic,
out of which 44,156 belong
to Rawalpindi and 3,659
from the outside district.
The report further updat-
ed that 26 patients were
quarantined at home while
7,006,011 people, includ-
ing 44,790 health workers,

had jabbed themselves
against the lethal
Coronavirus.

Meanwhile, District

Health Officer for Infectious
Diseases, Dr Waqar Ahmed
told APP that Corona patients
have increased in the last ten
days. He added that around
five to six patients were
reported regularly in the last
two weeks, while the number
reached zero earlier. The
health officer advised the res-
idents to wear face masks,
avoid crowded places and
follow safety measures
issued by the government.

CTO urges
motorists to
display patience
especially Iftar

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chief Traffic Officer CTO
Taimoor Khan on Sunday
urged road users to show
patience and avoid rash
driving during Ramzan ul
Mubarrak, especially
before ‘Iftar’.

In a statement issued here,
he said everyone wants to
reach their destination on
time but this race ultimately
led to fatal accidents. He fur-
ther said that most of the
accidents during Ramzan
reported before ‘Iftar’ were
due to the impatient attitude
of drivers. Therefore, the
CTO appealed to the citizens,
especially the motorists to
show patience and never lose
their temper while commut-
ing just before ‘Iftar’.

City Traffic Police (CTP)
Rawalpindi has also consti-
tuted a special squad to pre-
vent one wheeling during
the holy month of Ramzan
ul Mubarrak. CTP has
formed special squads of 70
personnel to crack down
against one-wheeling across
the city. While, special pick-
ets have also been estab-
lished on important high-
ways where strict action
will be taken against the
perpetrators of one-wheel-
ing without discrimination.

DC visits free flour
points, inspects
arrangements

LAHORE (APP): Deputy
Commissioner Lahore
Rafia Haider visited vari-
ous free flour distribution
points in the provincial
capital and monitored the
process and arrangements
on Sunday. She visited 21
centers, out of 42 points in
the city and issued orders
for redressing grievances of
people. She appreciated the
staff after finding the pub-
lic satisfied with the facili-
ty. Rafia Haider said
around 39,359 flour bags
were distributed in Lahore
on Sunday till 2 pm and a
total of 508,200 bags were
distributed in the city from
start of the facility.

‘Coming week will
be turning point in
Pakistan’s history’

LAHORE (NNI): Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Secretary-General Asad Umar
on Sunday praised party’s workers and
supporters for showing up at the rally’s
venue Minar-e-Pakistan despite ‘all the
obstacles’, saying that the coming week
will be turning point in Pakistan’s history.

Addressing a press conference in
Lahore, the former planning minister said
that the people of Lahore came out despite
fear, arrests and containers placed across
the city. Asad Umar also lambasted the
incumbent government for mishandling
the country’s economy, saying that the
nation was suffering after the incumbent
rulers were imposed on them. “People are
losing their lives while queueing up to get
flour,” he added.

The PTI leader noted that Pakistan was
created in the month of Ramazan and its
‘journey to prosperity’ will also begin in
the same month.

Taking over the presser, PTI senior
vice-president Fawad Chaudhry said that

there is no way in Pakistan except imple-
menting the Constitution while comment-
ing on the ongoing political crisis in the
country. Fawad Chaudhry claimed that
over 2,000 people were arrested in the
ongoing crackdown against PTI workers.
“People are being picked and rendered
missing from Lahore. Azhar Mashwani
went missing,” he added.

He pointed out the Punjab govern-
ment’s ‘steps to curtail PTI’s power show’,
saying that the entire city was blocked
with containers. “The entry and exit routes
of Lahore were closed,” he added.

He warned that the Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM) led govern-
ment will have Pakistan added to the

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) list i

again. Moreover, Fawad said that all eyes
were now on the Supreme Court (SC). He
added that the government is now doing
politics based on fear. “We are asking you
to do your own politics and let us do ours
too,” he urged.

PTI chief will not be given
captaincy again: Saad

LAHORE (PPI): Senior Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz leader Khawaja Saad
Rafiq has flayed Imran Khan for attempt-
ing to enslave Pakistan for his personal
power and warned the PTI chief that he
will not be given captaincy again.

Reacting to the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf rally at the Minar-e-Pakistan of
Lahore on Sunday night in a series of
tweets, Saad wrote “Imran wants to chain
Pakistanis to eternal slavery.”

He tweeted that “fascist Imran also
makes alliances with devils for power. “In
2018, Pakistan would have become the
emerging economy of the world if the
[PTI] government had not been imposed

by in violation of the constitution, democ-
racy and people's aspirations,” Saad added.
The PML-N leader addressed Imran that
“your four-year rule has shaken the eco-
nomic foundations of Pakistan and threat-
ened the national integrity. He said that the
incompetent Imran government burdened
Pakistanis with a record foreign debt. He
claimed that once the blue eye man of the
establishment, “is now being used by the
anti-Pakistan powers as a pawn.” Saad
alleged that secret foreign funding of PTI
was being used against the national inter-
ests. “It is being used to spread hatred in
the nation, misguiding people and propa-
ganda against the country.”

Ruler leading country to
civil war: Sheikh Rashid

RAWALPINDI (PPI): Pakistan Awami
Muslim League chief and former interior
minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said
Sunday that our fight is not against the
military establishment, but against those
who looted the country's wealth.

The former minister took to twitter and
said that the incumbent rulers were afraid
of Imran Khan’s popularity and giving
lame excuses. Even the British did not ban
arally in 1940.

Agents of present rulers not only placed
containers but also sealed all the roads.
Despite this, people reached the Minar-e-
Pakistan after traveling miles, he added.

Rashid said that Saudi Arabia
stopped delivery of oil on deferred
payment just after eight months. The
UAE is also keeping them at arm’s

length. A serious economic crisis is
knocking at the door and the rulers are
thinking that they will fix everything.
They are leading the country to civil
war, he continued.

He said that whether the country would
be governed under the constitution or by
the crooks, the Supreme Court will decide
when it will take up petition.

After the IMF, Geneva Donor
Conference has stopped assisting the
rulers. People are dying attempting to get
free flour, Rashid maintained.

Those who are unware of Kashmir's
freedom struggle have banned the Gilgit-
Baltistan police from leaving the province.
The rulers issued threat alerts to disrupt
the Minar-e-Pakistan rally, shut down the
internet and arrested supporters.
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Refocusing on CPEC to augur
well for economy: Altat Shakoor

KARACHI (NNI): After a lull in vital
CPEC project during the previous
regime, now refocusing on this vital
initiative is a welcome development
which will augur well for economy,
said Pasban Democratic Party (PDP)
Chairman Altaf Shakoor here Sunday.

He said that the CPEC was put on
the back burner by the previous gov-
ernment but the sitting government
has now put a big momentum in it
which will prove beneficial for the
national economy.

He said that the federal cabinet has
approved the commencement of the
second, and most important, phase of
the CPEC project for industrial devel-
opment of Pakistan. It has granted its
approval for signing the draft
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC)

to promote industrial cooperation
with China, within the framework of
the CPEC. He said that the CPEC is
the most prominent project of China's
Belt and Road Initiative, consisting of
various economic and infrastructure
projects throughout Pakistan. It is a
$62 billion project, which includes a
3,000-kilometer network of railways,
oil and gas pipelines connecting both
countries, as well as new renewable
energy projects.

Altaf Shakoor said that to provide
firsthand experience of the successful
industrial models in China, the
Chinese stakeholders shall facilitate
the field visits of the concerned teams
from Pakistan, including the Chinese
SEZs. He suggested that the industry
leaders should be included in these

visits so that their valuable input
could be utilized. He said in Pakistan
the policies are mostly based on the
input from bureaucracy; however, the
input of the industry is more impor-
tant particularly when making deci-
sions about the industrial develop-
ment. Altaf Shakoor said that vital
national projects like CPEC should
be kept above political considerations
so that their continuity should be
ensured even in case of the change of
political governments.

He said previous government
wasted crucial four years of the
CPEC which is loss to the nation and
country. He said the business to busi-
ness cooperation phase of the CPEC
should be spurred for fast track
socioeconomic uplift of society.

Police to deploy additional force for
smooth tratfic flow during Ramzan

ISLAMABAD (APP): Islamabad
Capital Police (Traffic) has decided
to deploy additional police personnel
around the main markets and shop-
ping plazas in the federal capital to
ensure convenience for the citizens
and keep flow of traffic normal dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan.
Following the directions of
Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Akbar Nasir Khan, Chief
Traffic Officer Dr. Syed Mustafa
Tanveer chaired a special meeting
at traffic police headquarters to
look into parking and traffic-relat-
ed issues outside main markets and
shopping centers during Ramzan.

The meeting was also attended by
all Zonal DSPs and it reviewed all
traffic-related arrangements for the
convenience of citizens during
Ramzan.

It was decided to make the traffic
congestion unit more effective and
functional and special tasks were
given to Zonal DSPs in this regard. It
was directed to improve traffic flow
and provide all possible travel facili-
ties to the citizens.

It was decided that additional
police personnel would be deployed
around shopping malls, markets,
restaurants and business outlets. A
comprehensive strategy was finalized

to keep the flow of normal so that
commuters do not face problems.

The meeting decided to constitute
special squads for strict action against
public service vehicles and one-
wheelers. On this occasion, the Chief
Traffic Officer that shopping activi-
ties are at peak at markets and shop-
ping mall after Iftar timings and
utmost efforts should be made to
facilitate citizens.

Chief Traffic Officer said there is a
great reward to serving the citizens
with honesty, hard work and dedica-
tion especially during Ramadan and
all efforts should be made to maintain
smooth traffic flow in the city.

MQM-P informs
Centre, PBS regarding
reservations over census

KARACHI (NNI): Muttahida Qaumi
Movement Pakistan (MQM-P) has
informed the federal government and the
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
regarding its reservations on the census.

Muttahida Qaumi Movement Pakistan
(MQM-P) Rabita Committee held an
emergency session at Bahadurabad head-
quarters under the chair of the convenor
Dr Khalid Magbool Siddiqui today.

The Rabita Committee held discussions
on the political situation, LG by-polls and
census.

The political expressed reservations
about census once again. The MQM-P
leaders said that census staffers failed to
reach several areas, whereas, several fam-
ilies residing in the same building were
counted as a unit in some areas.

They said that census is a red line for
MQM-P and they will force the govern-

ment to rectify the census process.

Sources said that the political party also
apprised Centre and the chief census com-
missioner regarding its reservations.

The majority of Rabita Committee
members recommended to take part in LG
by-polls after the increase of 53 union
councils (UCs).

The committee said that MQM-P’s
stance regarding the delimitations was
proved true.

Earlier, Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan decided against attending all
parties conference (APC), summoned
by Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) on
March 18 to discuss reservations over
digital census. MQM-P did not attend
the APC — summoned to discuss reser-
vations over digital census — due to its
‘power show’, scheduled for March 18
at Karachi’s Bagh-e-Jinnah.
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Nowruz an opportunity to create regional,
cultural synergies & unity: Imanipour

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
head of the Organization of
Islamic ~ Culture  and
Communications (ICCO),
Hojjat-ul-Islam wal-
Muslimeen ~ Mohammad
Mahdi  Imanipour on
Sunday said Nowruz in
addition to its cultural value
is an opportunity to develop
the cultural relations of his
beloved country Islamic
Republic of Iran with its
neighbours and also to
develop regional synergies
and unity through cultural
affinity.

Hojjat-ul-Islam  wal-
Muslimeen ~ Mohammad
Mahdi Imanipour, in his
message, felicitated the
Iranians and others nations
on the arrival of the ancient
Nowruz and the beginning
of the Iranian new year
1402, especially Iranians
living abroad, statesmen
and citizens of the cultural
and religious sphere of

The Organization of
Islamic ~ Culture  and
Communications  issues
Imanipour's message here.

Mohammad Mahdi
Imanipour said the spiritual
and civilized view of
Nowruz could become a
point of the deep connec-

|| tion between the nations of

the region. "Looking at
Nowruz as an ancient ritual
and tradition is not the
whole story. Nowruz origi-
nated from a kind of origi-
nal civilization and has the
power to create a cultural-
civilizational union in dif-
ferent countries," he added.

In the region of Central

{| Asia, Caucasus and West

Asia, Nowruz could

1= ¥ | become more than a "com-
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mon tradition" but rather a
"common cultural center"
to reach a "unified cultural
system", he emphasised.
He underlined that this
cultural system was not
limited to a specific time
(the end of winter and the
beginning of spring) and its

extension included all the
days of the year.

This cultural-civilized
capacity should be consid-
ered and promoted by the
countries that celebrate
Nowruz for utilising it as a
tool to unite and enhance
cultural and people-to-peo-
ple bilateral relationships,
he added.

He also quoted a Persian
saying, "The breath of the
Saba wind will blow The
old world will be young
again." Mahdi Imanipour
elaborated that Nowruz was
the crystallization of new
life in the body of nature
and a new opportunity for
people to reflect on their
life and circumstances and
seek help from God to
reach the best. "Nowruz is
an opportunity for renewal
and interpretation of the
human need to evolve in a
holy path full of signs of
the power of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH)," he said.

This transformation and
delivery was at the same a
divine  tradition  that
Nowruz could be consid-
ered as a turning point, he
said, adding, "The harmony
of the nations of Nowruz
brings their hearts and
minds closer to each other
in the glorious and beauti-
ful moments of the New
Year beginning. The breath
of Saba gives a sense of
renewal to the Persian-
speaking nations and even
the non-Persian-speaking
nations who  consider
Nowruz as the ancient her-
itage of their ancestors."

On the other hand, he
said in the religious teach-
ings and life of the elders of
Islam, Nowruz was consid-
ered as an example of mod-
ernisation, beauty and tran-
sition to a new era in
human life.

"This exalting look at the
category of New Year and
Nowruz delivery shows
that the guardians of the
religion also have a look at

it beyond a ceremony or
tradition and consider it a
turning point in the promo-
tion of human values.
What now makes the
necessity of observing the
ancient Nowruz celebra-
tion more evident is the
use of this common oppor-
tunity for the optimal
coexistence, synergy and
convergence of nations
and the development, sta-
bilization and evolution of
their cooperation around
this common civilization
view," he suggested.
Nowruz, he said guaran-
teed the unity of the nations
and governments of the
region and had a special
place among the nations of
the region and also guaran-
teed the creation of an
exemplary and continuous
alliance in the way of inter-
action between the nations
and governments of the
region. The renewal hidden
in the ancient Nowruz feast

could be considered as a
tool to promote a certain
lifestyle based on "effective
transformation” in the indi-
vidual, social and interna-
tional relations of the
nations, he added.

"We believe that the
regional and extra-regional
capacities of the ancient
Nowruz Eid have not yet
been fully realized, and this
issue doubles the need for
the relevant institutions to
play a role in the countries
that organize this beautiful
tradition. In this frame-
work, the 'Islamic Culture
and Communication
Organization' as  the
guardian of the cultural
diplomacy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, considers
it necessary to identify and
strengthen the current
capacities in the Nowruz
tradition as a tool for the
civilizational and religious
solidarity of the countries,"
he said.
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Promote culture, tourism:

Advisor directs
for preparation
of strategy

PESHAWAR (APP):
Advisor to KP Caretaker
Chief Minister on Tourism
and Culture, Zafar
Mahmood has said that the
provincial government is
taking measures for the
preservation of the cultural
and historic assets and
directed for preparation of a
comprehensive strategy for
their promotion at division-
al and district level.

He expressed these

views during his visit to
Nishtar Hall, the other day,
said an official handout iss-
ued here on Sunday. During
the visit, the Advisor
reviewed the auditorium
and security of the facility.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said that the new
generation of the province
should be aware of the cul-
ture, traditions, historic
buildings and places. He
further directed the officers

of the department to create
awareness among the peo-
ple regarding spring season
tourism and holding of cul-
tural fairs and other recre-
ational activities to attract
maximum  number  of
tourists to the province.

The advisor said that
poets, writers and artistes
are special persons of the
society and they would be
facilitated to promote their
art and skill.

IK considers himself holy,
above law: PPP leader

PESHAWAR (APP):
Acting provincial president
PPP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Minister of State
Mohammad Ali  Shah
Bacha has said that
Chairman PTI Imran Khan
considers himself as holy
and above the law.

In a comment over the
speech of Imran Khan,
which he delivered the
other day, the PPP leader
said that it was nothing
more than fraud and lying.
He said that Imran consid-
ers himself as holy and
above the law.

Mohammad Ali Shah
Bacha said that the PTI gov-
ernment has taken the
national economy to the
verge of destruction and
now he is misquoting facts
to mislead the people and
has become the champion of
spreading anarchy and con-
frontation in the country.

He said that the real face
of Imran Khan had been
unveiled and now the peo-
ple want to make him
accountable for fake narra-
tives and u-turns. He said
that the nation has already
rejected the culture of

hatred introduced by PTT in
national politics.

The Minister of State
further said that the nation
is fully aware of the politics
of anarchy, accusations,
hatred and vision of divide.
Therefore, after the con-
tempt of constitution, law
and judiciary giving lec-
tures on morality, inde-
pendence and rule of law,
he should stop giving lec-
tures on the subject and
stop his dual standard
immediately as the nation is
bearing the result of his
incompetence.

Beautification of economic zone:

UoP, KP-EZDMC
join hand

PESHAWAR (APP): Chair-
person of Art & Design
Department, University of
Peshawar (UoP), Dr. Zile
Huma held a meeting with
Zone Manager, Peshawar
Economic Zone, the other
day, said a press release
issued here on Sunday.
During the meeting, she
promised that Art & Design
Department will support
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Eco-
nomic Zones Development
& Management Company

(KP-EZDMC) in promot-
ing and enhancing the
beautification of Peshawar
Economic Zone.

They agreed to initiate
their work from Road No.1
by installation of sign-
boards on visible spots in
the economic zone. The
team of PEZ and Art &
Design Department showed
their willingness to work
together with their mutual
interest and they will sup-
port KPEZDMC-PEZ to

continue the beautification
in the Zone.

The Art & Design
Department will be in close
liaison with the
Management of PEZ for the
said purpose.

This beautification will
not only make PEZ a model
zone, rather will also defi-
nitely attract other entrepre-
neurs to invest in Peshawar
Economic Zone and will
play their role in industrial-
ization in the province.

Butchers held
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PESHAWAR (APP): The
district administration here
on Sunday conducted raids
in different areas of the
provincial metropolis and
arrested 20  butchers
involved in selling beef at
excessive rates.

Taking notice of the
complaints lodged by peo-
ple regarding selling of
beef at an excessive price

for

during holy month of

Ramadan, the Deputy
Commissioner Shah Fahad
directed for taking stern
action against profiteers.
Following the directives
of DC, the raiding team led
by Assistant Commissioner
Syed Zainab Naqvi inspect-
ed various markets in
Board Bazaar, Tehkal,
University Road and

profiteering

Hayatabad Phase-III.

A total of 20 butchers
were found guilty of violat-
ing government approved
prices and sent behind the
bar after registering the
cases against them.

The police contingent
was also accompanied by
the team of district admin-
istration to avoid any unto-
ward happening.

BRT going
to launch
new DR-11

PESHAWAR (APP): Bus
Rapid  Service (BRT)
Peshawar is going to
launch a new route DR-11
today (Monday).

The service will be oper-
ated from Mall of Haya-
tabad to Phase-6 Terminal
via Phase-1, said a spoke-
sperson of the TransPesh-
awar, operator of the BRT
Service on Sunday.

The first bus of the route
will depart from Mall of
Hayatabad at 6:15 A.M and
last one at 7:00 P.M.
Similarly first bus from the
Phase 6 Terminal will also
depart at 6:15 A.M while
last bus will leave the ter-
minal at 7:30 PM.

The new route will be
comprised of Phase-6 Ter-
minal, Sher Shah Market,
Government College,
Sunday Bazaar, Zarghoni
Masjid, Lalazar, Phase 1
Shama, Khyber Park,
Hayatabad Police Station,
Qurtaba University, Phase-
3, Bab-e-Peshawar and
Mall of Hayatabad.

The bus of the route DR-
11 will take stop at
Platform No.3 of the Mall
of Hayatabad.

City Police
arrest PO 1n

murder case

PESHAWAR (APP):
Capital City Police arrested
a proclaimed offender (PO)
wanted in connection with
murder and attempted mur-
der case on Sunday.

On a tip regarding the
presence of the PO, the
Station House Officer
(SHO) Phandu, Aqib Khan
conducted a raid and arrest-
ed the PO ILjaz son of
Maulana Saakin, resident
of Ghareebabad.

The arrested accused
had murdered a person,
Hazrat Omar over a mone-
tary dispute in June 2022.
After committing the
crime, the accused was on
the run and hiding some-
where and declared pro-
claimed offender.

Further  investigation
from the accused was in
progress.

Imran Khan
responsible for
lawlessness

PESHAWAR (APP): Prov-
incial Information Secre-
tary, Pakistan Peoples’
Party (PPP), Amjad Khan
Afridi said on Sunday that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan’s recent speech was
nothing but a deception and
full of lies.

He said the country was
facing economic crisis
due to the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)’s
failed policies.

He said Imran Khan was
confusing the people by
distorting facts, and warned
that the nation will hold
him accountable for false
statements.

In a statement, he further
added that the nation has
rejected the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)’s
political culture of hatred,
as the country is facing
crises and problems due to
their failed policies.

Amjad Khan Afridi
urged Imran Khan to stop
the double standards, as
the nation is suffering the
consequences of his short-
comings.

Nishtar Hall.

PESHAWAR: Advisor to Caretaker Chieﬁlinister on Tourism and Culture Zafar Mahmood visiting

Security beefed-up
at mosques during
Tarawih, says SSP

PESHAWAR (APP):
Security beefed up in a
around the mosques during
Tarawih besides deploying
Policemen in plain clothes
as well as lady policemen
in markets and busy areas
across the provincial capital
Peshawar, SSP Operations
Haroon Rashid Khan told
the media men here on
Sunday during his visit to
different areas.

He said that police was
alert to maintain law and
order situation and the
security ~ measures  at
masajids during Tarawih

prayers were being made
besides strict checking
under the supervision of
SDPOs. The SSP
Operations disclosed that
special additional police
mobile teams have been
formed to increase police
patrolling across the city.
Giving details about the
security plan, he said with
the deployment of addition-
al police force, the Ababil
Squad, City Patrol Force,
Additional Special Riders
Squads and Local Police
are also present at sensitive
locations all the time.

He said the Policemen
deployed on various points
are on high alert in order to
maintain the law and order
situation. Special blockades
and snap checking are
being carried out by identi-
fying hot spots in all divi-
sions, he told.

“We will not let anyone
disturb the peaceful envi-
ronment and that is why
through a proper plan, the
Policemen have been
deployed in and around the
city for vigilance in order to
avoid any untoward inci-
dent,” he added.

Sikh community continues
goodwill gesture of serving
food to fasting Muslims

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Sikh community in Pesh-
awar has continued its good-
will gesture of serving food
among fasting Muslims dur-
ing the holy month of
Ramzan with the objective
of promoting love, fraterni-
ty, respect and honor among
people of different faiths.

Every year Sikh commu-
nity living in different parts
of the country including
Peshawar, arrange Iftari
(serving of food for break-
ing fast) and food distribu-
tion among fasting
Muslims with the aim of
reflecting the sentiments of
reverence they had for holy
month of Ramzan.

As the fasting month of
Ramzan begins, Sikh resi-
dents in Peshawar come out
for arranging Iftar dinners,
announcing special dis-
counts on their shops for
fasting Muslims besides
helping the poor fasting
faithful by providing them
edible goods at their
doorsteps.

For ordinary citizens
gathering of turban wearing
Sikhs around long plastic
mats spread to serve food
for fasting Muslims at
places like Bolton Block of
Lady Reading Hospital of
Peshawar becomes very
strange and incomprehensi-
ble, leaving them in a state

of bafflement.

Many faithfuls are found
sharing their feeling of
bewilderment over seeing
Sikh youth standing in front
of their doors for the distri-
bution of food items to
break fast.

“This year within four
days of Ramzan, we have
distributed food items
among 100 deserving
Muslim families for provid-
ing them ease in fulfillment
of their religious obliga-
tion”, informs Jatinder
Singh, Chairman Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chapter of
National Peace Council for
Interfaith Harmony.

We have not started
holding of Iftari for which
looking for volunteers and
will start as arrangements
are made, Jatinder told APP.

Each of the ration pack
consists of essential items
including cooking oil, rice,
pulses, chick pea, beans,
sugar and tea, he added.

The price of ration has
almost doubled this year
from Rs. 4000 to Rs. 7500
because of inflation in the
country. He said donations
are coming from people
from diversified faiths and
soon the second phase of
distribution of food rations
will be made.

We used to make the
arrangement for serving of

big Iftari for fasting
Muslims but corona pan-
demic affected the practice.

Last year only on Friday
iftaries were arranged in
different areas of the city
due to the shortage of vol-
unteer, Jatinder added.

Apart from arranging
Iftari, we are also focusing
on provision of edible
goods to fasting Muslims at
their doorsteps, Jatinder
apprised.

Being a dweller of city
since generations, we know
who is in need of financial
support in our locality so
we extend them help. The
objective behind this prac-
tice by Sikhs is to promote
love, fraternity, respect and
honor among people of dif-
ferent faiths, remarked
Jatinder Singh, adding that
we were living in this coun-
try from generations and
wanted to convey the mes-
sage of mutual coexistence
among its citizens.

Jatinder said our
Muslims neighbours and
friends also mark respect to
holy occasions of Sikhs by
extending goods wishes.

Similarly both Muslims
and Sikhs attend occasions
of happiness and bereave-
ment from both sides to
maintain the bond of unity,
neighbourhood and
humanity.

Rates of
food items
increasing

without any

check

PESHAWAR (APP): With
the onset of Ramazan, the
prices of food items started
to skyrocket and no check
on that from the concerned
quarters. During a visit to
the markets to check the
food items’ rates and com-
pare it with the government
rates issued by the district
administration, it is clearly
evident that the rates of food
items are increasing with
every passing day during
the holy month of Ramadan.

The price of live chicken
has increased to Rs. 350 per
kg and the price of rice
increased by Rs 70 per kg,
said a Vander during a visit
to the market. He said the
price of rice has gone up to
Rs 335 per kg, split chick-
peas (Chana Dal) started
selling at 220 to 260 rupees
per kg and the price of
beans increased by Rs 60
per kg with jumping of
beans rates from Rs. 281 to
Rs 339 per kg.

The price of spices
increased from Rs. 150 to
Rs. 200 per kg, a shopkeep-
er told APP during a visit.
He disclosed that the price
of spices in the city has
reached Rs. 600 per kg and
the prices of oil and ghee
also increased.

He said the price of ghee
and oil increased by Rs. 62
per kg while the other veg-
etables and fruits were also
out of purchasing power.
Garlic is being sold at Rs.
360 and ginseng at Rs 620
per kg while Peas 200, Arvi
180, Zucchini 170, green
and capsicum 150 rupees
and tomato 120 per kg are
being sold.

The rates of fruits also
increased like Malta 440
per dozen, Cano 400 per
dozen while Banana Rs.
300 per dozen,
Pomegranate Rs. 400, Irani
Apple Rs. 340 per kg,
Guava Kohati Rs. 350 and
Strawberry Rs. 280 per kg.

The skyrocketing price
hike was also witnessed in
beef, which was Rs 700 per
kg before Ramazan now
sold at Rs 800 and Rs. 1000
per kg while the rates of
mutton was increased from
Rs 1400 to 1600 per kg,
thereby increasing to 1800
per kg. “The rates issued by
the district administration
do not suit us,” a Butcher in
the local market said.

Swarm

PESHAWAR (APP): With
the start of the holy month
of Ramazan, the beggars of
nearby  districts  have
thronged the Peshawar’s
markets to secure maxi-
mum alms and charities by
adopting irritating tech-
niques that were annoying
the Aftar shoppers.

Influx of unchecked pro-
fessional and unprofession-
al beggars were seen in
bazaars, food outlets,
hotels, restaurants and
shopping centers till late
night by adopting different
techniques in a bid to col-
lect maximum alms and
charity from people during
Ramazan.

Inspite of begging has
been declared illegal under
the country’s laws, the beg-
gars’ influx including male,
female, children and per-
sons with disabilities were
being witnessed in traffic
crossing points, mosques’
gates and frequented public
places in the city and can-

tonment areas mostly
before Aftar.
The historic  Qissa

Khwani bazaar, Hashtnagri,
Gantagar, Firdus, Nothia,

of beggars invades city markets, food outlets in Ramazan

Tehkal, Gulbahar, Faqir-
abad, Karimpura, Saddar
Road, University Town,
Board bazaar and Haya-
tabad were flooded with the
beggars these days.

Most of the professional
beggars employ various
tricks to exploit human
nature and religious senti-
ments by crying, weeping
and chasing people in pub-
lic places while wearing
miserable attire.

The unchecked trained
beggars were pestering
shoppers in the markets or
running after them or
behind their cars to collect
maximum alms in the name
of Zakat, Sadqa and
Khairat.

Sundas Bibi, a lecturer in
Peshawar college told APP
on Sunday that it was risky
to down the window panes
of vehicles especially at the
traffic signals as beggars of
all ages start knocking them
consistently in a bid to
enforce Rozadars to give
something in charity.

She said it was heart-
breaking to see young girls
and boys’ beggars carrying
wipers in hands often start

cleaning cars windows on
traffic signals without per-
mission in order to get
money.

She said some beggars
roaming with exposed wo-
unds keep on holding and
touching customers when
they come out of their vehi-
cles, which could expose
them to contiguous diseases
and viral ailments including
coronavirus, TB, flue and
chest related infections.

Sundas said some beg-
gars were emotionally
blackmailing people by car-
rying medical prescriptions
and disability certificates.

She urged the district
administration to launch a
crackdown against these
migrated beggars because
they had polluted the
peaceful environment of
the city.

Qaisar Khan, a retired
Govt employee and resi-
dent of Wapda Town
Nowshera said that begging
has been emerged as a
major social evil in recent
years to the nuisance of
Peshawarties and created a
lot of problems for
Rozadars during shopping

for Aftar.

Besides bazaars and
shopping arcades, he said
Aftar shoppers were facing
great inconvenience at food
restaurants, markets,
mosques’ gates and public
places due to swarms of
beggars these days in
Peshawar.

Alms’ seekers can also
be seen in city markets ask-
ing for charity in the name
of construction of mosques
while many beggars were
resorting to lame-duck
excuses like seeking treat-
ment of their ailing family
or lost jobs.

He said some beggars
come with white caps and
medical prescription to give
an impression that they
were selling it, but actually
they beg for money without
an intention of selling any-
thing.

“l was busy in Aftar
shopping along with his
family at Qissa Khwani
where a teenage beggar
with black colour in hand
rushed towards me, asking
for money or otherwise his
clothes would be made
dirty.”

“In order to save my
clothes, 1 immediately
offered him Rs50, which
was refused. On several
requests, the beggar accept-
ed Rs100 and started run-
ning towards other shop-
pers by using the same
technique that was intolera-
ble in a civilized society”
he recalled.

He said drugs addicts
beggars in the city markets
have irked Peshawarties
due to their coughing and
poor clothes.

He demanded the KP
government to take instan-
taneous action against
swarms of beggars and
drugs addicts in the city so
that people could take a
sigh of relief and do Aftar
shopping with an ease.

Former Additional
Advocate General KP, Esa
Khan told APP on Sunday
that beggary has been
declared illegal under West
Pakistan Loitering
Ordinance 1958.

Unfortunately, he said
this law had not been fully
implemented, which result-
ed in an increase of beggars
especially during Ramazan.

He said central and
provincial laws such as
Control  of  Narcotics
Substance Act 1997, West
Pakistan Vagrancy
Ordinance 1959, Pakistan
Employment of Children
Act 1991, KP Child
Protection and Welfare Act
(KPCPWA) 2010 and KP
Orphanage Supervision and
Control Act 1976 had been
promulgated to check drug
addiction and streets beg-
ging.

Similarly, KPCPWA was
enacted in 2010 to protect
rights of women and chil-
dren, but it has not been
fully implemented on
ground, resulting in swarms
of beggars in Peshawar.

Esa Khan said the role of
Child Welfare Commission
(CWC) was important to
provide protection to child
beggars in KP.

He urged the KP Govt to
impose a ban on child beg-
gars on the pattern of Sindh
province and direct the
social welfare department
to pick child beggars from
markets, roads, traffic sig-
nals, streets and rehabilitate
them at their welfare cen-

tres.
Underscoring the need
for launching special

schemes for rehabilitation
of beggars, Esa Khan urged
people to donate alms and
charity to their known poor
deserving people and rep-
utable charity organizations
having clean service record
so that their alms could be
used for a noble cause.

Social Welfare depart-
ment’s spokesman told APP
on Sunday that about 12
detoxification and rehabili-
tation centres have been
setup for assistance and
treatment of drugs addicts
beggars.

These centres were
established in 12 districts
including Swabi, Peshawar,
DI Khan, Karak, Kohat,
Malakand, Mardan, Chars-
adda, Swat, Nowsehra and
Dir Lower.

The free drugs Peshawar
program’ has been
launched to clear city of
drugs addicts and profes-
sionals beggars and make
them useful members of
society.

Under the campaign, he
said drug addicts beggars

including women were
being shifted to rehabilita-
tion centers while chronic
addicts with health com-
plexities to Islamabad for
treatment.

Directives to concerned
authorities were issued to
hold meetings with welfare
organizations, industrialists
and concerned departments
to impart vocational train-
ing to all rehabilitated drug
addicts.

The addicts beggars
were provided free night
stay and meals at shelters
homes and Darul Kafalas
during recovery phases.

Under BISP Program, he
said that financial assis-
tance was being provided to
over 8.9 million poor peo-
ple of the country including
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
besides Rs2000 for each
girl and Rs1500 for each
boy to allievate poverty and
counter illiteracy.

The spokesman said that
beggary was a social prob-
lem occured due to socioe-
conomic imbalances and
collective  efforts  was
required to eradicate this
scourge in the country.
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Free flour
distributed

KOHAT (APP): District
administration on
Sunday distributed free
flour among Benazir
Income Support Prog-
ram beneficiaries belo-
nging to Tehsil Lachi.
On the direction of
Deputy Commissioner
Dr. Azmatullah Wazir
under the supervision of
Assistant Commis-
sioner Lachi Madam
Khaula Tariq, Benazir
Income Support Prog-
ram beneficiaries belo-
nging to Tehsil Lachi
were given free flour at
Assistant Commi-
ssioner Office Lachi.
Deputy Commissioner
Kohat Dr. Azmatullah
Wazir has asked the
public that the free flour
program is only for
Benazir Income Supp-
ort Program beneficiar-
ies, so cooperate with
the administration to
facilitate the process of
supplying flour to the
deserving people.

4 people hurt
in road mishap

KHANEWAL (APP):
At least four persons
including two women
sustained injuries as bus
overturned near Pee-
roval. According to
Rescue officials, a pas-
senger bus was going to
Makhdoom Pur from
Khanewal when it sud-
denly turned turtle near
Peeroval due to over
speeding. As a result,
four people namely
Farzana, Sajida, Khalil
and Mudassir sustained
injuries. Upon receiving
the information, Rescue
team rushed to the spot
and shifted two injured
to district headquarters
hospital and provided
first aid to two minor
injured.

3 youngsters
killed

BAHAWALNAGAR
(INP): Three youngsters
died in a road accident
on Sunday when a
speedy car ran over
them in Bahawalnagar.
As per a private news
channel, the accident
took place owing to the
negligence of the driver
who lost control of his
car, which claimed
three lives. Rescue offi-
cial said, the car driver,
however, managed to
flee away from the
scene. Police handed
over the bodies to the
heirs and started an
investigation into the
accident.

Rs968,000 fine
imposed
NAROWAL  (APP):
Price Control Magis-
trates imposed a total
fine of Rs 968,000 on
shopkeepers for over-
charging, hoarding, and
got cases registered
against five shopkeep-
ers during the last fort-
night. Under the super-

vision of  Deputy
Commissioner Narowal
Muhammad  Ashraf,

Price Magistrates chec-
ked prices at different
shops during the last 25
days and found 203
shopkeepers in profi-
teering and hoardings.
Of whom, cases were
registered against 5
shopkeepers and 60
shopkeepers were arre-
sted. DC Narowal Muh-
ammad Ashraf directed
the price control magis-
trates to ensure the
availability of food
items at fixed rates to
people in the holy
month of Ramzan.

Police action

continues

SARGODHA (APP):
Police arrested 17 peo-
ple involved in kite fly-
ing, selling and manu-
facturing during last last
week and recovered 272
kites, 289 strings and
other  paraphernalia
from their possession.
DPO M. Faisal Kamran
directed the police offi-
cers and officials to
ensure the implementa-
tion on kite flying Act
in their respective areas
and take indiscriminate
action against the kite
flyers, sellers and man-
ufacturers, says a news
release issued here on
Sunday. The DPO said
that drone technology
should also be used to
capture kite flyers in
narrow  streets and
thickly populated areas
of the city.

W\ -/

ADC inspects
markets, hospital

DIR LOWER (APP): On
the instructions of Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Dir

Lower Iftikhar Ahmad,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (General)

on Sunday paid a surprise
visit to different markets
and hospitals and inspected
various points and also
checked the free flour dis-
tribution process.

Besides checking the
distribution, he also met
with the people and dis-
cussed matters regarding
distribution at various sites
in Timargarah.

On the demand of the
public, he instructed the
concerned quartets to inc-
rease the number of coun-
ters to ensure due facilities
to the general public.

He directed the adminis-
tration to ensure the distri-
bution of flour in a trans-
parent and orderly manner
and to increase the number
of counters for the facili-
ties. In light of public com-
plaints, the Additional
Deputy Commissioner
inspected various butcher
shops and fined several

butchers for overselling and
non-compliance with the
official price list.

Besides this, the Additi-
onal Deputy Commissioner
also visited DHQ Hospital
and reviewed the treatment
facilities for the patients.
He also checked the avail-
ability of medicines and the
presence of doctors on duty
in the emergency and gen-
eral wards.

Flour Free flour distri-
bution on Sunday as well,
says official

The official of district
administration Dir Lower
on the instruction given by
the Chief Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa started free

flour  distribution  on
Sunday as well.
He said the district

administration has already
informed the general public
regarding the free distribu-
tion of flour under the
Prime Minister Free Flour
Distribution Schemes. The
official urged upon the gen-
eral public to get the free
flour in peace and order as
free flour will be provided
only once, three bags of ten

kg each.

The provincial govern-
ment is continuing to pro-
vide free flour to the people
of Dir Lower under the
scheme of free flour for
poor and needy people.

He said free flour will be
given to only one head of
the family under the online
system.

“If the male of the fami-
ly has received the bags,
then the woman of the same
family will get a message
that you have taken such
bags so try to get the male
to receive the flour bags.
He said free flour will be
provided only once, three
bags of 10 kg each, so do
not rush to visit the point
again and again.

To get free flour, bring
your original ID card with
you to the flour dealers
selected by the district
administration in your vil-
lage council, Dir Lower. It
will be available to the pub-
lic every day throughout
Ramadan, including
Sundays, so get free flour
with ease and order, the
official informed.

Earthquake; NHA reopens
damage road for traffic

CHITRAL (APP): In recent
days due to the severe
earthquake, there were
landslides and huge stones
falling from the mountains
on various roads of Chitral,
the National Highway
Authority (NHA) officials
cleared the road for traffic
here on Sunday.

Due to the earthquake,
the mountains often
cracked and separated from
each other and after that,
when it rained, more debris
by the rainwater washed
over these roads, due to
which these roads were
either blocked or traffic

was disrupted due to this
debris.

Heavy Machineries of
the National Highway Aut-
hority immediately moved
into action and removed
heavy stones, boulders and
debris from these roads and
opened them for traffic.
NHA Assistant Director
Aamir Zeb himself is
supervising the cleaning
work of these roads.

Talking to APP, Aamir
Zeb said that they are trying
their level best to provide
all possible facilities to the
public as per the instruc-
tions of the NHA officials.

The people of the area are
also very happy about the
re-opening of these roads.

Ijaz Ahmed, a resident of
Dineen, said that the road
was closed due to the earth-
quake, now the NHA offi-
cials have reopened it and
we are very happy to solve
our problems.

Ever since the main
highway of Peshawar-
Chitral has been handed
over to NHA, any debris,
whenever, falls on the road,
the NHA staff immediately
clears it and opens it for
traffic so that people do not
face any difficulties.

16000 acres standing
wheat crop damage

MULTAN (APP): Secr-
etary Agriculture South
Punjab, Saqib Ali Ateel,
said that wheat crop has
been cultivated in 6,71,000
acres area and about 16,000
acres of standing crops par-
tially affected due to recent

rains and hailstorm in
Layyah district.
He expressed these

views during a visit to dif-
ferent areas of Layyah to
assess the effects of recent
rains, wind and hailstorms
on various crops and veg-
etables including wheat.
He directed the field for-
mations to complete the
survey of losses to crops
due to rains and submit the
report as early as possible.
He further said that the
wheat crop has now entered
the important stage of
endurance and directed the
field formations to remain
present in the field for the

guidance of farmers.

The Secretary said that
the sowing of other Kharif
crops including cotton and
mango orchards have
entered the most important
phase across South Punjab
adding that field formations
need to work harder and
diligently.

He said that next genera-
tion could be saved from
the damage of climate
change by planting maxi-
mum trees adding that the
growers have to suffer a lot
and their hard work used to
waste due to climate
change.

The Punjab government
was providing financial
protection to the registered
farmers under the insurance
scheme.

Secretary  Agriculture
further said that serious
steps were being taken to
increase cotton cultivation

and production and special
insurance policy for the
cotton crop has been
launched regarding it this
year to ensure profit to the
farmers.

He ordered the field for-
mations to convince the
farmers to increase cultiva-
tion of cotton crop and
made them aware about its
importance so that the culti-
vation of cotton could be
completed on maximum
area.

Meanwhile, Secretary
Agriculture South Punjab
Saqib Ali Ateel presided
over a briefing meeting to
review the performance of
all departments of
Agriculture department and
inspected the bio lab.

Directors  Agriculture
Maher Abid Hussain, Dr.
Muhammad Zakaria, Ghu-
lam Abbas and other offi-
cers attended the meeting.

Two alleged robbers
killed 1in shootout

FAISALABAD  (APP):
Two alleged robbers were
killed in an encounter with
police, in the limits of Garh
police station.

Police said on Sunday
that they had received a call
through Rescue-15 about
the robbery incidents near
Chak No.458-GB and
rushed to the spot. The
police encircled the crimi-
nals and asked them to sur-
render but they opened
indiscriminate fire at the
police party.

The police also returned

fire in self-defense and dur-
ing the shootout, both the
outlaws received bullet
injuries and fell down on
the ground.

The outlaws were being
shifted to a hospital when
they succumbed to their
injuries on the way.

One of the outlaws iden-
tified as Lal aka Lalo, resi-
dent of Chah Malangowala
Tehsil Tandlianwala
Faisalabad was wanted by
police in seven dacoity,
robbery, narcotics and other
cases, whereas, the identifi-

cation of other criminal has
not yet been ascertained.

The police recovered a
stolen motorcycle, two
illicit pistols and other
valuables from the site of
encounter. Further investi-
gation was underway.

City Police Officer
(CPO) Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi
appreciated the perform-
ance of raiding team and
announced commendation
certificates for those offi-
cials who took part in the
encounter, spokesman
added.

Robbers gang busted,
looted items recovered

WAH CANTT (APP): The
Taxila Police on Sunday
busted a robbers’ gang and
arrested their three mem-
bers besides recovery of
looted booty as well as
arms from their possession.

A police officer Taxila
circle ASP Zaniab Ayub
informed that acting on a
tip-off, a police party led by
Station House Officer
Sarmad Ilyas busted a rob-
bers gang namely “Sheem
gang” and arrested their
three members including

the ring leader identified as
Sheem Gull and other
members known as Afsar
and Ibrahim. She said that
motorcycle, arms and
ammunition and looted
booty were also recovered
from their possession.

Responding to a ques-
tion, she said that during
preliminary interrogation,
the accused confessed to
robberies, snatching and
street crimes in various
parts of the twin cities of
Taxila and Wah.

She further said that
Taxila Police during a crack-
down against the drugs ped-
dler mafia arrested two drug
peddlers and recovered over
two-kilogram chars from
their possession. She added
that during the crackdown
has recovered 1.31 kilogram
of chars from Ameer Hamza
while 1.45-kilogram of cha-
rs was recovered from Meer
Saroosh. Separate cases
were registered against the
accused and further investi-
gations were underway.

bags among deserving people at Choongi No. 9.
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SARGODHA: Additional Deputy Commissioner Sargodha Arshad Ahmed Wattoo distributing free flour
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Minor
quake hits
Jhal Magsi of
Balochistan

QUETTA (INP): A magni-
tude 4.3 earthquake struck
Balochistan’s Jhal Magsi
district, said officials.

According to details, the
epicenter of the earthquake
was 20 kilometers south-
west of Jhal Magsi. The
tremors were felt in various
areas of the district and
caused panic among the
residents.

Many people rushed out
of their homes and gathered
in open spaces to ensure
their safety. Fortunately, no
casualties or damage to
property have been report-
ed yet. The Jhal Magsi dis-
trict is a sparsely populated
region with a predominant-
ly rural population.

Balochistan, which is
located in a highly seismi-
cally active region, experi-
ences frequent earth-
quakes. In 2013, a power-
ful earthquake with a mag-
nitude of 7.7 hit the
Awaran district, killing
over 800 people and leav-
ing thousands homeless.

Last week, a severe
earthquake shook several
regions in Punjab and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, includ-
ing the capital Islamabad,
resulting in at least nine
fatalities and over 160 indi-
viduals being injured.

Two dacoits

gunned down

FAISALABAD (INP): Two
dacoits were killed in an
encounter with police with-
in the jurisdiction of Garh
Police Station Faisalabad
on Sunday.

According to details,
two dacoits had snatched a
motorcycle from a citizen
near Chak-458. The victim
called police and informed
them about the incident.
When a police party
reached the spot, the cul-
prits opened fire at them.

The police traded fire
with the dacoits and conse-
quently, both of dacoits
were arrested in wounded
condition.

The police took the
wounded bandits into cus-
tody and shifted them to the
hospital for medical assis-
tance where they suc-
cumbed to their injuries.

Moreover, the stolen
motorcycle, two 30 bore
pistols were recovered
from their possession.

It was learnt that both
expired dacoits, Lal alias
Lalu and his accomplice,
were wanted by police in a
number of cases.

City Police Officer Syed
Ali Nasir Rizvi applauded
the police team for fighting
the robbers bravely.

MEPCO

gives deadline

MULTAN (APP): Multan
Electric Power Company
(MEPCO) has given one
week deadline to federal
and provincial departments
for payment of Rs 2451
million monthly bills, dues
and arrears.

Director Commercial
MEPCO Asad Hammad
directed the operational and
circle officials to work hard
to achieve the monthly rec-
overy and line loss targets
and to continue the recov-
ery campaign even during
public holidays to collect
dues/arrears from default-
ers in all sub-divisions.

He asked the officials to
contact the heads of federal
and provincial government
Institutions/departments
for non-payment of month-
ly electricity bills and pre-
vious dues.

‘Efforts to be made
for resolving issues’

D.I.LKHAN (APP): The
Commissioner Dera Div-
ision Nisar Ahmed Khan
has said that all out efforts
were being made to to meet
the expectations of the
masses and resolve their
problems at their doorstep.

He expressed these
views while addressing as a
chief guest in a ceremony
held for distribution of
rations among the poor
people and widows here at

Sappal House.

The commissioner said
the administration face dif-
ficulties in providing relief
to people as the problems
were much more than
resources however the deci-
sions would be taken by
keeping in mind the princi-
ples of justice.

He said the philanthro-
pists were also cooperating
with the government in
welfare of people.

He appreciated the con-
tributions of Haji Allah
Bakhsh Sappal in welfare
work, saying, there could
not be more blessed and
virtuous moments than pro-
viding food to the deserv-
ing people.

The commissioner said
he would take all possible
measures to ensure the pro-
vision of all possible relief
and services to the people
of the division.

Minister, DC visit free
flour points in Wazirabad

SIALKOT (APP): Car-
etaker Provincial Minister
for Higher & School Educ-
ation Punjab Mansoor
Qadir accompanied by De-
puty Commissioner Gujra-
nwala Fayyaz Ahmad
Mohal visited the free flour
points at Bhutta Palace and
Royal Marriage Hall in
Wazirabad.

They reviewed the regis-
tration process and free
flour delivery process.

Mansoor Qadir checked
separate counters set up for
women, men and senior cit-
izens at the both centers.

The Minister and Deputy
Commissioner inquired the
women, men and senior cit-
izens about the problems in
the registration process.

The Minister directed
the officials concerned to

take immediate steps for
resolving issues on the spot
at centers.

He said the provision of
free flour in a dignified
manner to citizens was the
top priority of government.

He also checked the
weight and quality of flour
at the centre in Bhutta
Palace.

He directed the District
Food Controller (DFC) to
seal Murtaza Flour Mills
and Maitla Mills over sup-
plying substandard flour at
Bhutta Palace.

On the occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Fayyaz
Ahmad Mohal briefed the
Caretaker Provincial
Minister about the arrange-
ments in the flour distribu-
tion points.

Mansoor Qadir

expressed satisfaction over
the measures taken regard-
ing the arrangements at the
centres.

He directed the officers
and staff that those who
were coming to get free
flour should be well guided
if they were not eligible.

He said that the process
of  registration under
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) had
been made faster and easi-
er. The registration process
would be completed in two
days instead of three
months.

Assistant Commissioner
Wazirabad ~ Muhammad
Saleem, Assistant Director
Colleges Zahid Farooq,
DFC Muhammed Sajid and
others were present on the
occasion.

DC visits Deaf &
Defective School

ATTOCK (APP): Deputy
Commissioner Attock, Rao
Atif Raza on Sunday visit-
ed the Deaf and Defective
School People’s Colony
and Slow Learner School
Darul Islam Colony.

The chief executive offi-
cer Education Malik Moh-
sin Abbas, CEO Health Dr
Asad Ismail, DEO
Education and Special
Education Focal Person
Salma Khatoon were also
present on this occasion.

The deputy commission-
er made a detailed visit to
the children’s learning

skills, audiology lab, sports
lab and classrooms in the
school.

He asked the school
administration about the
number of children in the
school, problems faced by
the children, attendance of
teachers, school records,
school funds, school upgra-
dation and took a detailed
briefing regarding curricular
and co-curricular activities.

Rao Atif Raza gave spe-
cial instructions to the CEO
Health to set up a separate
counter in the hospital for
the examination of special

children. DC  assured
immediate resolution of the
up-gradation of schools,
lack of staff and other
issues.

He said on this occasion
that unfortunately, like the
rest of the world, there is
not so much awareness of
education and training for
special people in our coun-
try, in this regard, all possi-
ble cooperation will be
done and the local commu-
nity will be brought
together to provide educa-
tion and training for spe-
cial people.

Sasta Bazaar set up for
provision of relief to people

QUETTA (APP): On the
special directive of Deputy
Commissioner Naseerabad,
Engineer Ayesha Zehri,
Sasta Bazaar was organized
in the premises of the AC
office to provide relief to
the people in the holy
month of Ramazan.
Assistant Commissioner
Dera Murad Jamali Sarda-
rzada Asadullah Sumalani
along with Tehsildar Muj-
ibur Rahman Satakzai and

Vice Chairman Municipal
Committee Shah Muham-
mad inspected the Sasta
Bazaar. Stalls of various
food items were set up by
various entrepreneurs
including Anjuman Tajran,
Utility Stores and Market
Committee in Sasta Bazaar.

On behalf of Chairman
Market Committee Nasir-
abad Mir Asif Jan Lahri,
under the supervision of
Deputy Director Market

Committee Ubaidullah
Pindarani, a fruit and veg-
etable stall was set up
where people bought with a
50 per cent discount.

A huge rush of people
was seen at the stall set up
under the leadership of
Utility Stores Stall Area
Manager Muhammad
Hayat Bugti, where special
subsidies were given on
flour, cooking oil and ghee
among other goods.

Commissioner for removal
of illegal parking

MULTAN (APP): Commi-
ssioner Multan Division
Engineer Amir Khattak
directed officers concerned
to remove all illegal parking
stands set up outside the
free flour distribution points
charging fee from citizens.

Taking action on the
reports of illegal parking
stands outside flour distri-

bution points, the commis-
sioner directed officers
concerned to launch a com-
prehensive crackdown
against illegal parking
stands involved in charging
fee from citizens.

As per directives of the
commissioner, the AC City
Seemal Mushtaq along with
police launched a crack-

down against illegal park-
ing stands and arrested var-
ious outlaws running park-
ing stands illegally. The
officer also get registered
FIRs against them. Commi-
ssioner said in a statement
issued here on Sunday that
no one would be allowed to
loot citizens by running
illegal parking stands.
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Amid recent slowdown in

global trade, ‘green goods’ are
the winning ticket: UNCTAD

UNITED NATIONS (APP): Global
trade slowed down in the second
half of 2022, but demand for envi-
ronmentally friendly goods stayed
the UN
Trade

strong, according to
Conference  on

Development (UNCTAD).

UNCTAD'’s latest Global Trade
Update said that trade in “green
goods”, which use fewer resources
and pollute less, grew by four per
cent in the second half of the year,
reaching a record $1.9 trillion in

2022.

“This is good news for the plan-
et, as these goods are key to pro-
tecting the environment and fight-
ing climate change,” said UNC-
TAD economist Alessandro Nicita,
one of the report’s authors.

Green goods that performed
especially well in 2022 included
electric and hybrid vehicles, non-
plastic packaging and wind tur-

bines.

The findings come days after the
Panel
Climate Change (IPCC) warned in
its flagship report that greenhouse
gas emissions needed to go down
now, and be cut by almost half by
2030, if the goal of keeping tem-
peratures from rising more than 1.5

Intergovernmental

and

a boost.

on
action.

degrees Celsius above pre-industri-
al levels is to be achieved.

Overall, global trade was worth a
record $32 trillion in 2022, but
deteriorating economic conditions
contributed to a downward trend in
the second half of the year.

According to UNCTAD, the out-
look for trade remains “uncertain”;
the UN body cited geopolitical ten-
sions, high commodity prices and
record levels of public debt com-
bined with high interest rates, as
reasons for concern. UNCTAD’s
forecast says global trade is set to
stagnate in the first half of 2023.

In the second half of the year,
however, “positive factors” includ-
ing a weaker US dollar — the main
currency used in trade - stabilized
shipping costs and fewer supply
chain disruptions, could give trade

Despite global economic uncer-
tainties, UNCTAD said that growth
in green goods is here to stay,
fueled by momentum on climate
UNCTAD’s
Technology and Innovation Report
released last week characterized
this moment as the “beginning of a
green technological revolution”.

The report predicted that the

behind.

market for electric cars, solar and
wind energy, green hydrogen and
other more environmentally friend-
ly technologies would quadruple in
value by 2030 to reach $2.1 trillion.
UNCTAD said it believes that
international trade patterns will
more and more closely reflect the
green economic transition that’s
underway.
UNCTAD
developed countries were seizing
most of the economic opportunities
related to green technologies, while
developing countries were falling

also warned that

“Missing this green technologi-
cal wave because of insufficient
policy attention or a lack of invest-
ment targeted at building skills and
capacities would have long-lasting
negative consequences,”

the UN

body’s Technology and Innovation

latest

report maintained.

Among its recommendations, the
UNCTAD report urged the interna-
tional community to support emerg-
ing green industries in developing
economies through global trade rules
and technology transfers — so that
developing countries could “catch up
economically, while helping to pro-
tect the planet”.

Cash scarcity affecting displaced persons
observing Ramadan in northeast Nigeria

MAIDUGURI (AA/APP):
The shortage of naira
notes the currency of
Nigeria is affecting access
to food and other items for
displaced people observ-
ing Ramadan in the north-
east of the West African
country, many affected
people told Anadolu.

Adam Saleh, who lives
in Madinatu camp for
internally displaced peo-
ple in northeastern
Maiduguri, said his family
of five began Ramadan
worrying about what they
could eat.

"As a Muslim, I consid-
er everything a providence
of God, but this year we
were so afraid before the
beginning of the fasting
month," he said.

Saleh said his fears
were due to a lack of

money to buy grain and
other essentials to prepare
local delicacies before the

holy month.
The government's eco-
nomic policies, which

introduced new naira notes
in December 2022, led to a
shortage of cash in circula-
tion and exacerbated ten-
sions.

Saleh said he has no
bank account and has
abandoned his firewood
business because cus-
tomers stopped buying due
to the cash shortage.

His neighbor Habib
Modu, 47, recounted a
similar experience. He

said it was the first time in
10 years that he spent the
holy month without suffi-
cient food.

"This is the first time
since 2015 that we are

experiencing this.
Alhamdulillah. We contin-
ue with Ramadan," he
said.

Some also said they rely
on donations from gener-
ous people to observe fast.

"Some gave us food,
but we also need money to
buy some essentials," said
Hajara Muhammad, who
has seven children.

An official, who was
not authorized to speak
about camp management,
said there were more than
20,000 displaced people in
three camps in the region.

According to a report
from the UN, nearly 3 mil-
lion people were forced to
seek refuge in IDP camps
in safer areas after fleeing
their homes following ter-
rorist attacks in the
volatile northeast region.

More than half of the
displaced population has
returned to their homes
and been resettled in com-
munities by the Borno
state government.

Nigerians also complain
about the high cost of food
and basic necessities.

Tajudeen Idowu, a bus
driver in the commercial
metropolis of Lagos, said
he is spending twice as
much this year as in previ-
ous years to prepare for
Ramadan.

"The cost of living and
food prices are high. Last
year, I spent 60,000 naire
notes ($80) to buy food
and other things for my
family. This year, with
40,000 naire notes ($200),
I could not buy all the
things I used to buy before
Ramadan started," he said.

‘“Like a war zone”’: volunteers travel
miles to tornado-hit Mississippi

Rolling Fork (AFP/APP):
Outside, houses are torn
open and trees lie with their
roots in the air. Inside,
stretchers are lined up in
front of tables overflowing
with food.

In Rolling Fork,
Mississippi, where a torna-
do caused chaos and death,
volunteers are pouring in
from surrounding towns to
help.

The American Red Cross
moved into a National
Guard building less than 24
hours after the tornado
struck Friday night, killing
at least 25 people in the
community of 2,000.

An ambulance is parked
at the entrance of a room
being used as an infirmary
and, through the back door,
boxes full of cereal bars
and baby diapers keep
arriving.

"We're trying to give
people a place to stay
overnight with food and
medical support so they can

just have a place to lay their
heads, because they've lost

everything," said John
Brown, a Red Cross official
for Alabama and
Mississippi.

The city is "like a war
zone," he said. "It looks
like a bomb went off."

Whether or not residents
choose to stay in the town
center, they will at least
have access to information
and food and regain some
strength, Brown said.

Anna Kirisuta, 43, and
her 16-year-old son Alvaro
Llecha sit in the shelter, one
on a stretcher, the other on
a chair, electric blue energy
drinks in front of them.

Their house is "in
pieces,” Anna Krisuta says,
putting on a brave smile.

Both pull out their cell
phones to show the extent
of the damage, captured on
video.

The pair are not sure
whether they will spend the
night at the center. Maybe

"

they'd prefer to sleep in the
car, Alvaro said, giving his
mother a hesitant look.

The teenager said he sur-
vived only by hiding in the
bathroom, which he consid-
ered was the safest room in
their house.

"I thought I was going to
die," he said, recounting the
strong wind "rushing in
through the bottom of the
door." Lauren Hoda trav-
elled 70 miles (110 kilome-
tres) from Vicksburg to
Rolling Fork to volunteer.

She described the mix-
ture of sadness, grief and
anger she feels at the
"injustice” inflicted on the
residents.

"When I woke up this
morning, [ wanted to cry
for the people of this town
because I don't think they
had much time before (the
tornado) came. There were
people eating in restau-
rants, families in bed," said
the 28-year-old, who also
experienced Hurricane

Katrina in 2005.

She spent her Saturday
night at Rolling Fork bring-
ing donations from collec-
tion points: water, food,
canned goods, diapers,
wipes, medicine, deodor-
ant, and toothpaste.

Jon Gebhardt, an assis-
tant professor of military
science at the University of
Mississippi, travelled three
hours to Rolling Fork,
arriving in the middle of the
night to help set up the cen-
ter. "I cried quite a bit
today," he said. "But this
morning, when I woke up
and saw the generosity and
ability of this community to
come together at such a dif-
ficult time, (I felt) lucky to
be in Mississippi."

He said he was confident
in the resilience of the
Mississippi Delta.

"Will this community
rebuild for the better and
become a better version of
itself in the next few years?
Yes, I think so."

Turkmenistan stages
parliamentary elections

ASHGABAT (AFP/APP):
Parliamentary polls were
underway on Sunday in
Turkmenistan, a gas-rich
nation ruled by one family
for nearly two decades that
does not tolerate political
dissent or a free press.

The vote is the first
under the Central Asian
nation's new president, who
took power following a
hereditary succession in
March 2022, and comes
after the abolition of the
legislature's upper house
and the creation of a
supreme body. Polling sta-
tions opened at 7:00 am
(0200 GMT) and will close
at 7:00 pm (1400 GMT),
according to an AFP corre-
spondent in the capital
Ashgabat. Turkmenistan, a
former Soviet republic, is
one of the world's most
repressive, secretive states
and little is known about
how the regime makes day-
to-day decisions.

No election has been
judged free or fair by
Western poll observers.

President Serdar
Berdymukhamedov reas-
sured  voters, saying:
"These elections will take
place according to demo-
cratic principles, in line
with local legislation and
international law."

But with no opposition
taking part in the vote,
voter enthusiasm appeared
limited. "I don't know the
platform of the candidates,"
admitted retired 65-year-
old Agamurad Biachimov
before the ballot.

"Unfortunately I've not
seen posters anywhere urg-
ing people to vote," he told
AFP in Ashgabat.

It is difficult to find
information about any poli-
cies, just the biographies of
the 258 candidates listed in
the "Turkmenistan
Neutral", the successor
newspaper to the old com-

munist party daily in Soviet
times. Achir Ovezov, who
works at Ashgabat's mar-
ket, said he would not be
voting. "I have to work day
and night to feed my family
and I don't know the candi-
dates," he said.

But his absence is
unlikely to stop the official
turnout nearing 90 percent.

Former dentist and
health minister Gurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov came
to power in 2006, succeed-
ing the country's founding
president Saparmurat
Niyazov after his death.

Berdymukhamedov,
who established a strong
cult of personality during
his tenure, handed the reins
over to his son Serdar last
year after a token snap elec-
tion, but kept his position
as chair of the upper house
of parliament.

"I watched the inaugura-
tion of the president, a lot
of people were expecting

major reforms from the
new president,” said entre-
preneur Maksat Redjenov.

"We expected new facto-
ries to be built, the country
to open up, the arrival of
tourists, that state control
would ease," he told AFP.

In January,
Berdymukhamedov senior,
aged 65, proposed abolish-
ing the upper house -- cre-
ated at his request in 2021 -
- and set up after a unani-
mous vote "a supreme rep-
resentative body of people's
power", the Halk
Maslahaty or "People's
Council". Also called
Arkadag or "Protector”, he
was named head of the new
body and observers say he
remains the real power.

The new council's remit
covers the main directions
of Turkmenistan's domestic
and foreign policy, over-
shadowing the unicameral
national assembly and its
125 members.

Fresh clashes
rock France as
protests shift to

water dispute

SAINTESOLINE
(AFP/APP): French police
again clashed with protest-
ers Saturday as campaigners
in the southwest sought to
stop the construction of
giant water storage facilities,
the latest flashpoint as social
tensions erupt nationwide.

The violent scenes at
Sainte-Soline came after
days of unrest over
President Emmanuel
Macron's pensions reform,
which forced the cancella-
tion of a visit by King
Charles III of the UK.

The protest movement
against the pension reform
has turned into the biggest
domestic crisis of Macron's
second mandate, with
police and protesters clash-
ing daily in Paris and other
cities over the past week.

At Sainte-Soline, several
protesters and members of
security forces were injured
in Saturday's confronta-
tions at the banned protest.
Campaigners there are try-
ing to stop the construction
of giant water "basins" to
irrigate crops, which they
say will distort access to
water amid drought condi-
tions.

A long procession of
activists set off late morn-
ing for the site, numbering
at least 6,000 people
according to local authori-
ties -- around 30,000
according to the organisers.

"While the country is
rising up to defend pen-
sions, we will simultane-
ously stand up to defend
water," said the organisers.

Tornado kills
at least 25 in
Mississippi
JACKSON, United States
(AFP/APP): Search efforts
were underway Saturday
after at least 25 people
were killed by devastating
tornadoes  that ripped
across the southern US
state of Mississippi, tearing
off roofs, smashing cars
and flattening entire neigh-

borhoods.

The powerful storm sys-
tem, accompanied by thun-
derstorms and driving rain,
cut a path of more than 100
miles (60 kilometers)
across Mississippi late
Friday, slamming several
towns along the way.

The state's emergency
management agency put
the death toll at 25 people,
and said dozens more were
injured. Four people report-
ed missing "have been
found," it added.

Tens of thousands of
people in Mississippi,
Alabama and Tennessee
remained without power.

In Rolling Fork, home to
fewer than 2,000 people, an
entire row of houses and
buildings was demolished,
leaving only scattered
debris. Cars were over-
turned, fences were ripped
up and trees uprooted, tele-
vision footage showed.

Chinese-built
hydropower
plant to tackle
power deficit

CHIKANKATA
(Xinhua/APP): Zambian
President Hakainde
Hichilema officially com-
missioned a Chinese-built
hydropower plant, fol-
lowing the switching on
of the plant's fifth genera-
tor on Friday. The five
generators at the Kafue
Gorge Lower
Hydropower Station, con-
structed by the Chinese
firm Sinohydro
Corporation Limited,
added a total of 750
megawatts to the coun-
try's national grid.

Noting that China and
Zambia completed the
power station in "an
ingenious way,"
Hichilema said the project
showed the friendly rela-
tionship between the two
countries, and his govern-
ment is committed to fur-
ther growing the relation-
ship with China.

Hichilema added that
the completion of the
project was not only good
for the country's energy
sector but for the econo-
my as a whole as energy
is critical to drive an
economy. Chinese
Ambassador to Zambia
Du Xiaohui said that the
project was an important
symbol of China-Africa
friendship and coopera-
tion. China, he said, will
continue to contribute to
the  all-weather, all-
dimensional, and high-
quality cooperation
with Zambia.

UN agency says over 9.5m
livestock died across drought-
affected HOA countries

ADDIS ABABA
(Xinhua/APP): At least 9.5
million livestock have died
across the drought-affected
Horn of Africa (HOA)
countries of Ethiopia,
Somalia, and Kenya, the
United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) has dis-
closed.

"Over 9.5 million live-
stock have died since the
drought started, eroding the
primary source of liveli-
hood, income, and nutrition
for pastoralist communi-
ties," the WFP said in a
report issued Friday.

The WFP said that the
drought due to five failed
rainy seasons has had a
devastating impact on the
region's livestock, a crucial
source of food and income
for many communities.
Figures from the agency
show that an estimated 4
million  livestock  in
Ethiopia, 3 million in
Somalia, and 2.5 in Kenya

have died.

The WFP said the
drought-induced catastro-
phe is further worsened as
much of the Horn of Africa
region is enduring abnor-
mally high food prices
because of macroeconomic
difficulties exacerbated by
domestic cereal shortages
and global food and fuel
supply shocks.

The United Nations had
previously warned that
drought-induced livestock
deaths are consequently
affecting children's devel-
opment as they have less
access to milk, eventually
negatively affecting their
nutrition.

According to figures
from the WFP, an estimated
5.1 million children are
acutely malnourished
across the drought-affected
regions of the three coun-
tries.

The WFP further said the
drought is also affecting

access to education as fam-
ilies have been forced to
move in search of liveli-
hoods.

It said an estimated 3.6
million school-going chil-
dren in Kenya, Somalia,
and Ethiopia face the risk
of dropping out of school
and girls are the most
affected.

Noting the humanitarian
needs are projected to
increase should there be
another poor rain season,
the WFP said a multifac-
eted response, including
both  short-term  relief
efforts and longer-term
solutions such as sustain-
able water management and
climate adaptation meas-
ures, are required.

The WFP said it urgent-
ly requires 2.4 billion U.S.
dollars in 2023 to meet the
lifesaving relief food
needs of 8.8 million
drought-affected people
across the region.

Tunisia coastguard
recovers 29 bodies after
migrant vessels capsize

TUNIS (AFP/APP):
Tunisia's coastguard said
Sunday the bodies of 29
migrants from sub-Saharan
African countries had been
recovered after three ves-
sels capsized.

It also "rescued 11 ille-
gal migrants of various
African nationalities after
their boats sank" off the
central eastern coast, it said
in a statement, citing three
separate sinkings.

In one incident, a
Tunisian fishing trawler
recovered 19 bodies 58
kilometres (36 miles) off
the coast after their boat
capsized. A coastguard
patrol off the coastal city of
Mahdiya also recovered
eight bodies and "rescued"
11 other migrants after their
boat sank as it headed
towards Italy.

Fishing trawlers in Sfax
meanwhile recovered two
other bodies.

A string of shipwrecks
have left dozens of
migrants dead and others
missing since President
Kais Saied made an incen-
diary speech last month,
accusing sub-Saharan
Africans of representing a
demographic threat and
causing a crime wave in
Tunisia.

Black migrants in the
country have faced a spike
in violence and hundreds
have been living in the
streets for weeks in increas-
ingly desperate conditions.

People fleeing poverty
and violence in Sudan's
Darfur region, West Africa
and other parts of the conti-
nent have for years used
Tunisia as a springboard for
often perilous attempts to
reach safety and better lives
in Europe.

The Italian island of
Lampedusa is just 150 kilo-
metres (90 miles) off the

Tunisian coast, but Rome
has pressured Tunisian
authorities to rein in the
flow of people, and has
helped beef up the coast-
guard, which rights groups
accuse of violence.

Italy's hard-right Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni
warned Friday that
Tunisia's "serious financial
problems" risked sparking
a "migratory ~ wave"
towards Europe.

She also confirmed plans
for a mission to the North
African country involving
the Italian and French for-
eign ministers.

Meloni echoed com-
ments earlier in the week
by Josep Borrell, the
European Union's foreign
policy chief, who warned
Tunisia risks economic col-
lapse that could trigger a
new flow of migrants to
Europe -- fears Tunis has
since dismissed.

Japan premier’s visit to
Ukraine signals ‘strong
solidarity' of the West

ISTANBUL (AA/APP):
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida’s trip to
war-hit Ukraine ‘“signaled
strong solidarity” of the
West with Kyiv, according
to experts who spoke to
Anadolu.

“The timing of the visit
is also symbolic,” said
Jingdong Yuan, an interna-
tional affairs scholar at the
Stockholm  International
Peace Research Institute

(SIPRI), referring to
Kishida’s meeting with
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy in
Kyiv earlier this week.
Kishida met Zelensky
“exactly” when Chinese
President Xi Jinping was in
Moscow meeting with his
Russian counterpart,
Vladimir Putin, he said.
Taiwanese  academic
Chienyu Shih agreed with
Yuan, arguing “Kishida’s

visit represents Ukraine is
not alone but with global
support to resist Russian
invasion.”

Shih is a research fellow
at Taiwan Institute for
National Defense and
Security Research.

The Japanese prime min-
ister flew to Poland on a
surprise trip last Tuesday
and traveled to Kyiv to
meet Zelensky in a show of
support.

Kenya police chief
bans new opposition
protests Monday

NAIROBI  (AFP/APP):
Kenya's  police  chief
announced Sunday a ban
on fresh  opposition
demonstrations called for
Monday after protests last
week degenerated into
riots.

"We will not allow vio-
lent demonstrations,"
Inspector  General of
Police Japhet Koome told
reporters. "The demonstra-
tions they plan tomorrow
(Monday) are illegal and
will not be allowed."

Veteran opposition
leader Raila Odinga has
urged people to take to the
streets on Monday and
Thursday for  further
protests against the surging
cost of living in Kenya.

Last Monday's demon-
strations -- which were
also not authorised by
police -- descended into
violence, with riot police
firing tear gas and water
cannon at people hurling
rocks and setting tyres
ablaze. A university stu-
dent was killed by police
fire while 31 officers were
injured in running battles
in Nairobi and opposition
strongholds in western
Kenya.

More than 200 people

were arrested, including
several senior opposition
politicians, while Odinga's
own convoy was hit with
tear gas and water cannon.

"You all saw what hap-
pened last week and we
won't allow that to happen
again where hooligans
come to town to loot and
destroy people's property
and businesses," Koome
said.

It was the first major
political violence since
President William Ruto
took office six months ago
after beating Odinga in an
election his rival claims
was "stolen".

Many Kenyans are
struggling to put food on
the table, battling high
prices for basic goods as
well as a plunging local
currency and a record
drought that has left mil-
lions hungry.

Ruto, who is leaving the
country on Sunday for a
trip to Europe, has called
on the opposition leader to
halt the protest action.

" am telling Raila
Odinga that if he has a
problem with me, he
should face me and stop
terrorising the country," he
said Thursday.

Lebanese
squabble over
clock change

BEIRUTE (APP): Wracked
by a crippling economic
meltdown and political
deadlock, Lebanon on
Sunday added a seemingly
odd question to its growing
list of woes: "What time is
it?" A last-minute decision to
delay daylight savings by a
month has left the small
country divided between two
time zones after the move
was met with opposition
from the influential Maronite
Church. Lebanon's caretaker
government announced
Thursday its decision to
delay rolling clocks forward
until April 20, instead of the
last week of March as is usu-
ally the case in the country
and many others in the
northern hemisphere.
Institutions including the
church, as well as some
schools and media outlets
instead insisted on turning
their clocks forward at mid-
night (2200 GMT on
Saturday). While the govern-
ment has not explained the
move, a video shared widely
on social media may provide
an explanation. It shows a dis-
cussion between caretaker
prime minister Najib Mikati
and parliament speaker Nabih
Berri, who asks the premier to
delay the clock change until
the end of Ramadan, in an
apparent attempt to cater to
Muslims who fast daily until
sunset during the holy month.




6 The Frontier Post

Monday, March 27, 2023

Leader

The Frontier Post

JALIL AFRIDI
Managing Editor
Printed and published by Mahmood Afridi at
Moraka’s Printers, 27 Abdara Road, University Town,
Peshawar.

Peshawar Office: 091-5700095, 0300- 9009001
Peshawar Fax: 091-5703687, Post Box No. 573
E-mail: fppeshawar @ thefrontierpost.com
Lahore Office: 0335-4026284
Email: fplahore @thefrontierpost.com
Islamabad Office: 0321-5066253
Email: mahmoodafridi@thefrontierpost.com
Karachi Office: 021-32213411, 0300-8340907
Email: fpkarachi@thefrontierpost.com
“USA and Canada Toll Free Number 415-3704551

Subsidy
Schemes and
Economic
Frailty

rime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said that
Pthe government was taking all possi-

ble measures including the provision
of free flour to the needy to reduce the dif-
ficulties of poor people in the holy month of
Ramazan. The premier ordered NADRA,
BISP, and other government departments to
broaden BISP’s database by including all
eligible people and ensuring the provision
of free flour to all needy. The Prime
Minister also directed the authorities to
immediately open counters of the National
Database and Registration Authority
(NADRA) and BISP at the flour distribu-
tion points to facilitate the public.

The holy month of Ramazan began amid
heightened inflation, while hoarders and
illegal profiteers have unleashed unrestrict-
ed unimaginable price hikes rendering
essential items and commodities out of the
reach of the poor people. Recently, the
coalition government has announced the
provision of free-of-cost wheat flour in
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and the
Federal Capital Territory to provide some
relief to the poor during the Ramazan. Long
queues of poor and needy at sales centers,
multiple incidents of mismanagement, and
clashes had been reported in different cities,
while over half a dozen deaths also
occurred during the distribution of free
flour over the past few days. The govern-
ment machinery including District level
management, revenue department ACs, and
DCs are at work, while the Provincial
Chiefs and the Prime Minister rushed to the
free Atta sale points in the field to oversee
the ground situation, make a photographic
record of flour supply to authenticate their
public service and highlight their role in the
fight against the poverty. Interestingly, nei-
ther the federal government nor provincial
administrations in Sindh, Balochistan, GB,
and Azad Kashmir initiated such magnifi-
cent endeavor to provide relief to the poor
during the holy month, whether the people
living in those regions are wealthier and not
entitled to this privilege or no imminent
polls are scheduled there.

Realistically, the recurrent waves of infla-
tion pushed over 45 percent population into
multidimensional poverty, while a signifi-
cant portion of the country’s population had
left with no choice except to reduce their
daily meal, to short cut their necessities in
terms of clothes, healthcare, children’s edu-
cation to satisfy their urgent expenses.
According to the World Bank report, 2 mil-
lion Pakistanis get below the poverty line
on an annual basis while these figures have
touched 18 million in the current year.
Meanwhile, unrestricted price hikes,
reduced business and industrial activities,
massive unemployment, and poor gover-
nance continuously added to the problem of
poverty. The coalition government has
struck a unique situation as the rulers con-
front a wide range of economic and admin-
istrative issues along with aggressive oppo-
sition, negative public approval, and the
IMF’s refusal for the revival of EFF pro-
gram. A majority of friendly nations are
annoyed with Islamabad’s frequent requests
for financial support and categorically
advised Pakistani rulers to stand up on their
own feet.

Unfortunately, after seven and a half
decades of independence from colonial
rule, our nation witnessed an acute deple-
tion in all sectors ranging from agriculture,
technology, trade and tourism, industry,
education, power generation, and others.
Every nook and corner of the national life
exclusively portrays the chaos, incompe-
tence, and selfishness of the leaders and
caretakers. As the national economy has
practically collapsed, the country’s leader-
ship is still pursuing surgery politics, and
cosmetic measures to cure an everlasting
ailment. Previously, the incumbent rulers
demanded a sacrifice from the masses and
then ruined all gains through the reckless
implementation of Dar’s dogma.
Realistically, one bag of free flour will
bring no change in public lives, the gov-
ernment must provide targeted relief in a
dignified manner permanently to all poor
segments of society. Meanwhile, a long-
term and comprehensive strategy is essen-
tial to end persistent economic frailty once
and for all.

Arab world needs to get to

orips with its water prob

his week, the global

community observed

World Water Day,
which coincided with a
midterm review of the
UN’s Water Action Decade.
The occasion served to
raise awareness of, and
draw attention to, the water
scarcity issues the world is
facing, and to promote the
security and sustainability
of the planet’s freshwater
resources.

After all, safeguarding
our dwindling water sup-
plies underpins many of the
UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals, the
success of which is under
serious threat given con-
cerns about the adequate
availability of, and access
to, clean water, and the
effects of diminished and
unsafe water supplies on,
for example, health and
food security.

Occasions such as this
provide opportunities for
leaders, governments, busi-
nesses, and communities to
reflect on what progress has
been made on the issue, and
to determine whether the
planet needs urgent inter-
ventions to speed up the
progress on efforts to
ensure universal access to
clean, safe drinking water
and proper sanitation. For
the Arab world in particu-
lar, however, time is quick-

ly running out.

The Middle East and
North Africa region con-
tains 11 of the 17 most
water-stressed countries on
the planet. This affects nine
out of 10 children in a
region that has the world’s
highest fertility rates.

About 60 percent of the
region’s water needs are
met by imports, a figure
that will continue to rise as
the population increases. In
the next decade, for
instance, the average per
capita share of Nile waters
will decrease by a quarter
in a region where agricul-
ture accounts for 80 percent
of water use, and nearly
half of potable water is
unaccounted for or “lost” as
a result of leakages, which
diminish the overall quality
of life.

It has been projected that
by 2050, hundreds of mil-
lions of people across the
Arab world will suffer
absolute water scarcity;
some in North Africa are
already feeling the effects
of this which is the most
water scarce sub-region,
with only 1.4 percent of the
world’s renewable freshwa-
ter reserves.

Throw in the myriad
crises that converge in a
perennially fragile part of
the world, along with
threats to water from cli-

Hafed Al-Ghwell

mate change and plastic
pollution, and intense water
scarcity quickly transforms
into a geopolitical issue
which, if poorly handled,
will trigger or prolong con-
flicts, endanger food secu-
rity, and spark massive dis-
placements.

In a region marked by
conflict, sectarian tensions,
uprisings,  transnational
crime and terror, concerns
about droughts and dry
riverbeds might seem rela-
tively insignificant. Yet, for
many centuries, access to
abundant water resources
has played a key role in
safeguarding human securi-
ty in the region.

The scarcity of water is
primarily a result of the nat-
ural aridity resulting from a
warm desert climate plus
limited surface water and
groundwater supplies,
which make it very chal-
lenging, but not impossible,
to meet local water needs.

Unfortunately, climate
change is exacerbating the
region’s vulnerability,
potentially making its water
insecurity a threat multipli-
er that will intensify the
dysfunction in a fragile
water cycle, and undermine
sustainable development
and progress in efforts to
address issues such as

health, hunger, equality,
jobs, education, industry,
natural disasters, and peace.

Without serious inter-
vention,  unprecedented
cooperation and concerted
efforts to confront this
worsening crisis, poverty-
stricken, conflict-ravaged
countries will be the hard-
est-hit by unmitigated
water scarcity and its dev-
astating effects on the
region’s development, eco-
nomic  competitiveness,
long-term stability, food
and energy security, and
habitability.

No one will be spared.
Even though countries in
the Middle East and North
Africa region are not the
biggest polluters, the irony
is that they stand to suffer
the most from runaway cli-
mate change.

Some experts predict the
next major conflict in this
region will be about water;
which is not such a far-
fetched idea given that civil
wars have already been
sparked by tensions over
scarce resources. Sudan,
Eritrea and Syria have
experienced outright con-
flicts or flare-ups in vio-
lence either driven by
resource scarcity, or inten-
sified by it. Such wars are
likely to increase in fre-

quency and scale, creating
migratory waves that will
add to the pressure on
dwindling resources in the
places that take in refugees,
exporting instability to pre-
viously “safe” and habit-
able zones.

Worse yet, all of the
major water sources in the
region cross borders. If we
couple this with political
landscapes fraught with
tensions, and the fact that
water is not only a finite
resource but also a major
commodity, it could easily
trigger conflicts between
countries.

In Turkiye, the construc-
tion and filling of the Ilisu
Dam on the Tigris not only
exacerbated tensions
between the Turkish gov-
ernment and the Kurdish
minority in Mardin
province, it also raised con-
cerns in downstream Iraq.
Southern governorates, in
particular, saw their share
of Tigris water drop by
more than 50 percent,
adding the problem of
water shortages to a combi-
nation of low rainfall and
depleted soils that have
halted the cultivation of
rice, corn, sesame and cot-

ton.
These stresses have
dovetailed with  other

fragilities in Iraq that have
sparked waves of protests

lem

over a three-year period,
signaling the kind of future
in store for the Euphrates-
Tigris River basin, which is
shared by Turkiye, Syria,
Iraq and Iran, and portend-
ing yet another source of
regional strain.

A similar scenario is
playing out across the Red
Sea. Near century-old ten-
sions between Egypt and
Ethiopia remain high over
the filling of the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam, which Cairo believes
will shrink its share of Nile
waters. The two countries
have failed to make head-
way in direct and brokered
talks; to Egypt, any disrup-
tion to the flow of the Nile
constitutes an existential
crisis, given the river’s
strategic importance to a
country in which 96 percent
of the total land area is
desert.

Fortunately, the issue of
water scarcity in the region
is not yet a hopeless situa-
tion. There are still a num-
ber of great opportunities to
address the growing scale
of water insecurity issues -
for example by promoting
equitable, resilient trans-
boundary water relations,
while countries individual-
ly work to reduce their
dependence on dwindling
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Xi and Putin’s letters to the world:
A diplomatic epistolary

Dr. Diana Galeeva

“epistolary novel” refers

to a work of fiction writ-
ten in the form of letters or
other documents. On the
eve of the recent meeting
between the leaders of
China and Russia in
Moscow, the heads of both
states wrote articles for
newspapers in each other’s
countries.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s piece was
published in Jenmin Jibao
(People’s  Daily), and
Chinese  President  Xi
Jinping’s in the
Rossiyskaya Gazeta
(Russian Gazette).

I believe we can apply
the epistolary concept to
analyzing the discourses by
the leaders of the two states
in these articles, which can
be seen as letters to the peo-
ples of both nations as well
as to the world. I will focus
on “diplomatic epistolary”
to explain why Xi was in
Moscow and what rationale
this reveals in Russian-
Chinese relations.

Of his expectations for
the meeting with Xi in
Russia, Putin noted that
they had already met about
40 times and that Russia
associated “great expecta-
tions” with the visit of the
Chinese leader.

“This is also a great
opportunity for me to see a
good old friend with whom
we have the warmest rela-
tionship,” he wrote.

In literature, the term
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tions between the two
countries “have reached the
highest level in their entire
history and continue to
grow stronger.”

More specifically, in
terms of bilateral relations,
by the end of 2022, trade
between the two countries
had doubled, he said, and
reached $185 billion, which
is a new record. Russia now
expects it to pass the $200
billion mark not in 2024 —
as previously predicted —
but this year, while the
share of settlements in

national currencies is grow-
ing and relations “are
becoming even more sover-
eign.”

The Power of Siberia gas
pipeline is, Putin said,
“without exaggeration” the
“deal of the century,” while
the volumes of oil and coal

supplied by Russia to China

The Russian president
also highlighted the US
declarations of Russia as an
“immediate threat” and
China as a “strategic com-
petitor.”

Putin expressed grati-
tude to China for its “bal-

the common Eurasian space
into a network of ‘exclusive
clubs’ and military blocs”
but added that “no one will
be able to achieve this.”

Xi wrote that his visit to
Russia was “aimed at
strengthening friendship,

The bilateral relationship
serves as “‘a standard of
interstate relations of a new
type,” according to Xi, and
“multipolarity, economic
globalization and the
democratization of interna-
tional relations” is an “irre-
versible trend.”

Beijing’s previously

Regarding Western activities in the Asia-Pacific region, he said
NATO was trying to “give its activities a global scope.”

He expressed his belief that “some forces are persistently
striving to split the common Eurasian space into a network of
‘exclusive clubs’ and military blocs” but added that “no one
will be able to achieve this.” Xi wrote that his visit to Russia
was “aimed at strengthening friendship, cooperation, and
peace” and noted that during his meetings with the Russian
leader they ‘‘set the tone for the sustainable development of
bilateral relations.” He said that Russia and China both
adhere to the concept of “eternal friendship and mutually
beneficial cooperation” and relations between the countries
are based on the principles of “non-alignment,
non-confrontation, and non-direction against third parties.”
The bilateral relationship serves as “a standard of interstate
relations of a new type,” according to Xi, and “multipolarity,
economic globalization and the democratization of
international relations” is an “‘irreversible trend.”

have increased. In 2022,
two  bridge  crossings
between Russia and China
were built in border regions
across the Amur River.

On geopolitics, Putin
said that Russia, China and
their allies stand for “the
formation of a world order
based on international law”
and not on certain “rules”
that serve the needs of the
“golden billion.” He con-
siders the Chinese “Global
Security Initiative” to be
consistent with Russian
approaches.

anced line in connection
with the events taking place
in Ukraine, for understand-
ing their background and
real reasons.” He wel-
comed the willingness of
Beijing to play a “construc-
tive role in resolving the
crisis.”

Regarding Western
activities in the Asia-
Pacific region, he said

NATO was trying to “give
its activities a global
scope.” He expressed his
belief that “some forces are
persistently striving to split

cooperation, and peace”
and noted that during his
meetings with the Russian
leader they “set the tone for
the sustainable develop-
ment of bilateral relations.”

He said that Russia and
China both adhere to the
concept of “eternal friend-
ship and mutually benefi-
cial cooperation” and rela-
tions between the countries
are based on the principles
of “non-alignment, non-
confrontation, and non-
direction against third par-
ties.”

announced plan for resolv-
ing the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine
“reflects to the maximum
the unity of the world com-
munity’s views on over-
coming the Ukraine crisis,”
the Chinese leader said.
These letters are illustra-
tive, firstly, of the close ties
between the two leaders,
who consider themselves
“good old friends” with the
“warmest relationship.” On
the issue of bilateral rela-
tions, the “unlimited” part-
nership that was declared in

a joint statement on Feb. 4,
2022, will continue, as
China described these rela-
tions as being at a “historic
high.” This is not a formal
alliance but surely repre-
sents a close strategic part-
nership — geopolitically,
economically, militarily,
and politically.

Secondly, after emerging
as the most “sensational”
mediator in the Middle
East, brokering the recent
rapprochement  between
Saudi Arabia and Iran,
Beijing might be heading
toward another diplomatic
victory by potentially bro-
kering peace between
Russia and Ukraine, after
suggesting a 12-point plan
to end the conflict.

During the Munich
Security Conference, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken expressed concerns
when he met his Chinese
counterpart, Wang Yi. “The
secretary was quite blunt in
warning about the implica-
tions and consequences of
China providing material
support to Russia or assist-
ing Russia with systematic
sanctions evasion,” offi-
cials said.

Wang nonetheless stated
that China would be intro-
ducing a “peace plan” for
Ukraine and Russia, in
addition to maintaining
relations with Europe.

Overall, these letters to
the world reveal a clear
message that peace negotia-
tions will probably take
place under Beijing’s aegis
in the short term, and rela-
tions between Russia and
China will be maintained at
their “highest” levels in the
medium term.

According to  the
philosopher  Confucius:
“Politics should be beauti-
ful.” To what extent this
partnership between China
and Russia will turn out to
be “beautiful,” and to what
extent the messages from
the two leaders form a
“diplomatic  epistolary,”
remains to be seen.

Saudi Arabia and Greece share many

ach year, March 25
Emarks the insurrec-
tion of the Greek peo-
ple against the Ottoman
Empire and the rebirth of
an ancient and great nation-
state, the cradle of
European civilization.
Today, we celebrate the
202nd anniversary of that
day in Riyadh with our
Saudi partners and friends.
Our countries share
much in common. Both
modern Saudi Arabia and
Greece have origins in
ancient and distinguished
civilizations, and both are
committed to peace, stabili-
ty, security, and develop-
ment in the region. Because
of this, Greece attaches con-
siderable importance to the
strategic relationship it has
forged with the Kingdom.
Thanks to the successful
visits of our prime minister
to Riyadh in October 2021

commonalities

and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman to
Athens in July 2022, the
last two years have been
extremely fruitful in the
promotion of our bilateral
ties. Our leaders set up a
Strategic Partnership
Council that will allow for
annual summits, while
seven different sub-com-
mittees will be working
throughout the year to
explore further opportuni-
ties in government and
business.

During the last year,
over 20 government-to-
government and business-
to-business agreements and
memoranda of understand-
ing have been signed
between Greece and Saudi
Arabia. They have built a
framework of cooperation
in fields such as renewable
energy, infrastructure and
connectivity, culture,

Alexis Konstantopoulos

sports, science, healthcare,
shipping, and many other
sectors. Greek and Saudi
businesses are increasing
their synergies in mutually
beneficial projects while
exploring additional oppor-
tunities since our
economies have many com-
plementarities.

Another very promising
development was the for-
mal setting up of our
Greek-Saudi Business
Council last October in
Athens with the participa-
tion of many prominent
businesspeople, such as its
two chairpersons, Lubna
Al-Olayan from Saudi
Arabia and  Achilleas
Konstantakopoulos from
Greece. This council,
backed by our relevant
chambers of commerce,
will guide our private sec-

tors to explore and better
seize the many opportuni-
ties across a variety of busi-
ness fields.

Saudi  Arabia  has
embarked on a significant
reform program through
Vision 2030, which is
changing the face of the
country at an impressive
speed. Greece, with its
expertise, is eager to partic-
ipate and support Saudi
Arabia in its future course.
In a nutshell, Greek enter-
prises in the fields of con-
struction, consultancy,
logistics, design, engineer-
ing, project management
and others, are very inter-
ested in being part of
Vision 2030. At the same
time, there are significant
opportunities for invest-
ment from Saudi Arabia to
Greece in the fields of

infrastructure, tourism,
energy, renewable energy
sources, information and
communication technolo-
gies, health, and logistics.
For example, in the field
of energy, Greece could
easily become a hub for
transporting energy from
the Gulf toward Europe, as
well as a bridge between
the Arab world and the
European continent. An
extra support mechanism in
this direction is EU fund-
ing, part of the Greek
National Recovery and
Resilience Plan, which
allows for significant
investments in the fields of
innovation and green ener-
gy. These are expected to
exceed 44 billion ($47 bil-
lion) by 2030 through 21
actions financed by the
aforementioned funding.
As far as the hydrogen
energy sector is concerned,

there are also many oppor-
tunities for cooperation.
Hydrogen is going to be an
important part of our coun-
try’s energy mix and a key
to the decarbonization of
our economy.

Greece is also an ideal
investment destination, as it
offers access to all markets
in the EU, the wider
Mediterranean area, the
Middle East and North
Africa. The Greek govern-
ment has also created the
necessary legislative frame-
work for attracting strategic
foreign investments by very
recently voting on an array
of lucrative incentives.

We will continue to
work closely together in all
fields and support each
other as strategic partners.
As we celebrate Greek
Independence Day, we
know that our Saudi friends
are celebrating with us.
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As our wells run dry, it is time
to give up on bottled water

s the world marked
yet another
International Day of

Water on March 22, a
report by the UN warned
that even today, more than
2 billion people lack access
to safe drinking water, and
castigated the two main
culprits responsible for this.

Firstly, it accused gov-
ernments of not investing in
projects to ensure that clean
water reaches every house-
hold. Secondly, it blamed
the activities of the bottled
water industry, which has
experienced multifold
growth primarily as a result
of the failure of govern-
ments to meet demand.

The report presents some
astounding facts about this
industry, which it describes
as an impediment to the
world achieving the UN
Sustainable Development
Goal of providing clean
drinking water to everyone
on the planet by 2030.

The UN said that the
industry, which almost dou-
bled in size between 2013
and 2020, is set to double
again, and be worth $500
billion, in the next seven
years. While some of the
major consumers of bottled
water make a conscious
choice to drink it, a large
majority do so because they
have no other option and
are obliged to buy water to
survive. Thus the growth in
the industry is a direct
reflection of the failure of
the governments to provide
safe water for their citizens.

The math is clear: It
would take about $114 bil-
lion a year between now
and 2030 to ensure safe
water is available to every-
one. The investment
required is the equivalent of
about 42 percent of the
money spent on bottled
water, globally.

It does not take a genius
to see that consumers of
bottled water pay a much
higher price for each liter
they consume than what it
would cost to use tap water.
This adversely affects a vast
majority of consumers who
are already poor and strug-
gling to eke out a living.

Therefore governments
are effectively forcing the
poor and disenfranchised to
spend more on one of the
most essential resources for
survival, all because those
governments have failed to
make the necessary invest-
ments.

But it is not only con-
sumers that are harmed by
the success of the bottled
water industry; nature is the
other major victim of the
unregulated growth. There
are several issues to consid-
er. The first is the percep-
tion that bottled water is
safer, cleaner and healthier
than tap water. The UN
report accused the beverage
industry of promoting this

perception, even though it
is not true in many, if not
most, cases.

The quality of bottled
water depends on many
factors, such as the source
and the treatment processes
used, such as chlorination,
ultraviolet  disinfection,
ozonation or reverse 0smo-
sis. It also depends on stor-
age conditions, which are
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The report states that the
bottled water industry con-
sumes 35 percent of all
polyethylene terephthalate,
or PET, produced in the
world, and that 85 percent
of the empty bottles, an
estimated 600 billion a
year, end up in garbage,
leading to the spread of

misplaced public percep-
tion of the quality of bottled
water has come about
despite the fact that the bot-
tled water industry faces far
fewer checks and tests than
municipal water supplies
are subject to.

It is a farcical situation
that while municipal water
supplies, which are man-
aged by governments in

Another irony is that this misplaced public per-
ception of the quality of bottled water has come
about despite the fact that the bottled water
industry faces far fewer checks and tests than
municipal water supplies are subject to. It is a
farcical situation that while municipal water
supplies, which are managed by governments
in most places, are subject to thorough testing,
as they should be, the bottled water industry
gets away with practically no tests at all, and
certainly none that are adequate given the
diverse nature and size of the industry. Indeed,
if the industry was subject to the same rigorous
standards as municipal water supplies, it is cer-
tain that it would be a much smaller and con-
siderably more expensive and exclusive indus-
try. The greatest need now is for such a
requirement to be introduced, even if it disrupts
the industry — or even kills it. The other big
issue, about which there is little information in
the public domain, is the severe impact of the
industry on natural water resources. This has
become an increasingly relevant and strategic
issue given the effects of global warming and
extreme changes to our climate, which are
resulting in prolonged droughts during which
large rivers and lakes are drying up in many
parts of the world, most notably the US and
Europe. Yet while citizens in many countries
Jace the growing possibility, or actuality, of
having to ration the water they consume, the
bottled water industry has been siphoning
water from natural basins without any limits.

affected by duration, light
exposure, ambient tempera-
ture and whether the water
is packaged in glass or plas-
tic bottles.

Bottled water can con-
tain inorganic pollutants,
such as heavy metals, and
organic pollutants, such as
pesticides, as well as traces
of microplastics, which
have spread all over the
world in part as a result of
the widespread use of plas-
tic for bottling water and
the subsequent dumping of
empty bottles.

microplastics in the soil,
water and air.

The report criticizes the
bottled water industry by
pointing out that the miner-
al composition of the water
can vary significantly not
only between brands, but
within the same brand in
different countries, and
even between different bot-
tles of the same batch. This
effectively puts paid to the
claims of bottled water
being inherently safer or
healthier.

Another irony is that this

most places, are subject to
thorough testing, as they
should be, the bottled water
industry gets away with
practically no tests at all,
and certainly none that are
adequate given the diverse
nature and size of the
industry.

Indeed, if the industry
was subject to the same rig-
orous standards as munici-
pal water supplies, it is cer-
tain that it would be a much
smaller and considerably
more expensive and exclu-
sive industry.

The greatest need now is
for such a requirement to be
introduced, even if it dis-
rupts the industry — or
even kills it.

The other big issue,
about which there is little
information in the public
domain, is the severe
impact of the industry on
natural water resources.
This has become an
increasingly relevant and
strategic issue given the
effects of global warming
and extreme changes to our
climate, which are resulting
in prolonged droughts dur-
ing which large rivers and
lakes are drying up in many
parts of the world, most
notably the US and Europe.

Yet while citizens in
many countries face the
growing possibility, or
actuality, of having to
ration the water they con-
sume, the bottled water
industry has been siphoning
water from natural basins
without any limits.

In the US, for example,
Nestle Waters extracts 3
million liters a day from
Florida Springs. In France,
Danone extracts up to 10
million liters a day from
Evian-les-Bains in the
French Alps. In China, the
Hangzhou Wahaha Group
extracts up to 12 million

liters each day from
Changbai Mountains
springs.

There is little data on the
total global volume of
water being removed and
under what conditions, eco-
nomic or environmental.

It is crucial that national
governments, or at least
multilateral agencies such
as UN Water, collect and
analyze data on how much
water is being removed by
the bottled water industry,
from which sources they
are taking it, and what the
environmental effects of
this are, locally, regionally
and globally.

In the past, when
droughts were less fre-
quent, it might not have
mattered so much. But now,
as the world faces the cer-
tainty of a dearth of water,
it is crucial that this indus-
try be subjected to much
more scrutiny of the all-
round effects it is having on
society, both economic and
environmental.

There is little doubt that
investing in piping safe
water to all homes would
be a much more sustain-
able, economical and prac-
tical solution. It is time for
governments to wake up to
this fact and begin invest-
ing in it.

There is still enough
time to ensure piped water
reaches everyone by the
deadline set for achieving
the UN’s  Sustainable
Development Goals, pro-
vided we begin to act on it
now. Will we?

What does Netanyahu hope to
achieve with his European tour?

enjamin Netanyahu
B has always felt more

comfortable spend-
ing time outside of Israel
than in it. This might sound
odd for someone who has
built his entire career on a
rather extreme nationalist
version of Zionism.

He spent a considerable
part of his formative years
in the US, at a time when
Israel’s politics, society and
economy were dominated
by the left in all its shades.
Being born into a family
with deep roots in the intel-
lectual right, a position that
during his youth was rather
ostracized and marginal-
ized in Israel, his place of
refuge was mainly
America.

At one point he even
changed his surname to
Nitai, suggesting that he
was making it easier for
Americans to pronounce.
Some suggested he was not
comfortable with his Israeli
identity and contemplating
settling elsewhere.

Throughout his political
career, it has been hard to
tell exactly what he stands
for. The gap between his
rhetoric and his policies is
impossible to explain. Has
it all been power for the
sake of power, led by
opportunism, or have there
been some ideological
foundations underpinned
by a value system to sup-
port a leader who is mainly
a pragmatist?

In his heyday, his intelli-
gence and charisma, com-
bined with media skills and
a manipulative nature, pro-
pelled him to become the
most powerful politician
Israel had seen for a very
long time. However, what
we have witnessed since he
returned to the prime minis-
ter’s office in December

last year is a pale version of
that man.

Deep down he must
know that his sixth govern-
ment is a cynical aberra-
tion, even for someone
whose cynicism and politi-
cal buccaneering have
played a major part in his
becoming the longest serv-
ing prime minister in the
country’s history.

His actions and body
language tell of someone
who understands that he
has run out of ideas and
people to fool. He must also
have realized by now that,
beyond a relatively small
number of supporters
among the “Bibist” cult of
loyalists, he has lost all
credibility. The hundreds of
thousands of people across
the country, and abroad,
who are protesting against
his current administration’s
actions are a constant
reminder of this.

In search of some refuge
from the insanity of this sit-
uation, Netanyahu has
become a frequent flier,
heading off on weekends
abroad. However, these
escapist trips could hardly
be described as offering
any respite from his trou-
bles.

What might be hurting
him most about these many
visits abroad since forming
his latest administration, is
the cold shoulder — frozen,
even — with which he is
being met.

Inspired by former US
President Ronald Reagan
and former British Prime
Minister Margaret
Thatcher, Netanyahu, who
has always fashioned him-
self as a statesman of the
first order and as having
Churchillian qualities, has
been greeted by lukewarm
receptions from his hosts
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and heated protests in the
streets. He might once have
been propped up by his
self-aggrandizing pose, but
nowadays hardly anyone in
the world he visits even
remotely falls for this.

And if his government
continues its program of
so-called judicial reforms,
which are bound to destroy
the very fabric of his coun-
try’s democracy, he might
find himself not only under
siege by protesters at
home, but also a pariah in
all the capitals in which he
and, not least, his wife
have long been used to
enjoying luxurious week-
ends.

In fact, one of the big
mysteries during the short
time that Netanyahu’s cur-
rent coalition has been in
power is why he insists on
traveling abroad at all. It
only fuels more anger at
home, while overseas he
receives lectures in democ-
racy from world leaders
wherever he goes.

Like any Israeli leader,
the kudos that come from a
visit to the White House are
his dream, but Washington
is currently in no hurry to
invite an Israeli prime min-
ister who is undermining
one of the major pillars of
the bond between the two
countries: Their shared lib-
eral-democratic values.

In a year during which
Israel is celebrating the
75th anniversary of its
independence, there might,
under normal circum-
stances, have been little
doubt that a celebratory
meeting between President
Biden and Prime Minister
Netanyahu would take
place. However, neither
officials in Washington nor

America’s Jewish commu-
nity care to be associated
with someone who is taking
the Jewish state to a very
dark place at this stage in
its short history.

Instead, the White
House, in a public rebuttal
to the Israeli government,
has expressed its support
for President Isaac
Herzog’s continuing efforts
to seek a solution to the
constitutional crisis that is
consistent with democratic
principles.

Common sense would
seem to dictate that while
his government is follow-
ing a path that involves leg-
islating for the most radical
constitutional changes,
which will eliminate both
elements of the expression
“liberal democracy,” and
while masses of people are
protesting in the streets, the
Israeli prime minister
should limit his time abroad
and concentrate on resolv-
ing this domestic crisis
before it escalates any fur-
ther.

Instead, almost every
weekend, accompanied on
most occasions by his wife,

Sarah, and a sizable
entourage, Netanyahu
packs his suitcase and

heads for yet another world
capital. In the very short
time this government has
been in office, he has
already been to Paris,
Rome, Berlin and, most
recently, London.

These excursions make
use of specially chartered
aircraft, and many pilots
are said to have refused to
fly them in protest against
the judicial coup.
Netanyahu is spending
entire weekends in luxuri-
ous hotels, although his
official meetings are usual-
ly very short.

It is difficult to figure out
what is he trying to achieve.
Is he trying to keep on play-
ing the big statesman and,
by doing so, project power?
Is it about avoiding the
harsh realities at home? Or
has he become blind to the
fact that he is not welcome
abroad, nor among at least
half of the population at
home? The answer is prob-
ably a bit of all of the
above.

If in the past Netanyahu
— and equally, if not more
so, his wife — found sol-
ace in other countries away
from the thorny front lines
of Israeli politics, where
they were embraced by
Jewish communities
abroad and enjoyed the
perks of official visits
bestowed upon them by
their hosts in accordance
with diplomatic protocols,
which allowed him to con-
vey to Israelis that their
prime minister was a
respected player on the
world stage, then all of that
is now a distant memory,
confined to the past along-
side Netanyahu’s hopes for
a political future.

These weekend excur-
sions will not save him
from the constitutional cri-
sis and upheavals that are
of his own making. Nor
will they save him from his
corruption trial. Sadly, the
only thing they will do is
help to tear Israeli society
apart.

Under these circum-
stances, what is desperately
needed is for a child to cry
out, as Netanyahu’s motor-
cade zooms through the
streets of yet another
European capital: “The
Emperor has no clothes!”

That child might add that
this particular emperor also
has no shame.

The tragic irony
of a month of
war and peace

he month of March
Tthis year heralds a

new Ramadan, a
month of fasting and
prayers for more than 1.9
billion Muslims the world
over. And yet it also cele-
brates the sordid 20th
anniversary of the invasion
of Iraq.

It was also a month that
Ayesha, a young and fragile
Iraqi girl was looking for-
ward to her seventh birth-
day. Those aspirations were
quickly snuffed out by a
bomb that killed her.

It was those first images
we witnessed that truly
reflected the operation that
then US President George
W, Bush dubbed as
‘Operation Freedom’. Yes,
Ayesha was free from fur-
ther tyranny, and countless
other innocent souls fol-
lowed her path toward free-
dom from the display of
shock and awe that fol-
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insisted on doing what they
said was right.

In their pursuit of the
senseless destruction of liv-
ing human beings, they
expedited the urgency and
phoney necessity of this
atrocity. They sold it to a
willing public as an obliga-
tion to combat the dangers
of the weapons of mass
destruction about to be
unleashed on them. The US
media eagerly lapped it up.

When markets and hos-
pitals were bombed, and
lives had brutally ended,
Rumsfeld smirked that

these were casualties of
‘war’. Not an expression of

concern, but one of conceit.
And other members of the
administration  scurried
about, in a pathetic attempt
to explain the ethics of this
campaign to the rest of the
disbelieving and disturbed

the profession that dared
speak the truth were quick-
ly replaced.

The late King Abdullah
of Saudi Arabia condemned
the aggression by US forces
calling it an illegal occupa-
tion. Today those very
words are used by western
media to describe Putin’s
actions in Ukraine.

The International
Criminal Court which to
date has not brought any
censure over the killings,
destruction, and war crimes
in Iraq and Afghanistan
said last Friday that it had
issued an arrest warrant for
Russian President.

Ironic! When over a mil-
lion innocent Iraqis are
senselessly killed and mil-
lions more injured and ren-
dered homeless, not a peep
out of the ICC!

The then White House
National Security Advisor
John Bolton called The

There were less catastrophic options on hand.
Those dead today were living souls then; men,
women, and innocent children, and with no inkling
of the weapons of mass destruction already set in
motion to be unleashed on them. And yet the
chorus of Bush and Tony Blair, the British PM at
the time, insisted on doing what they said was
right. In their pursuit of the senseless destruction
of living human beings, they expedited the urgency
and phoney necessity of this atrocity. They sold it to
a willing public as an obligation to combat the
dangers of the weapons of mass destruction about
to be unleashed on them. The US media eagerly
lapped it up. When markets and hospitals were
bombed, and lives had brutally ended, Rumsfeld
smirked that these were casualties of ‘war’. Not an
expression of concern, but one of conceit. And
other members of the administration scurried
about, in a pathetic attempt to explain the ethics
of this campaign to the rest of the disbelieving
and disturbed world.

lowed.

Many world leaders
were appealing for restraint
against this very forthcom-
ing disaster. People with
conscience spoke against
the war.

There were less cata-
strophic options on hand.
Those dead today were liv-
ing souls then; men,
women, and innocent chil-
dren, and with no inkling of
the weapons of mass
destruction already set in
motion to be unleashed on
them. And yet the chorus of
Bush and Tony Blair, the
British PM at the time,

world.

And when the slaughter
of the Iraqi people began,
the media sanitised the fare
presented to their viewers.
The carnage caused by
cluster bombs dropped by
B-52s on civilians, killing,
maiming, or injuring scores
of helpless people was
blissfully withheld.

Instead, to justify the
invasion, the media shifted
its focus to events of faults
and abuse by the Iraqis. Or
short personalised seg-
ments about the brave men
and women carrying out
this task. And those within

Hague-based rights body
“unaccountable” and “out-
right dangerous” to the
United States and said any
probe of US service mem-
bers would be ‘an utterly
unfounded, unjustifiable
investigation. If the court
comes after us, we will not
sit quietly,” he warned.

Just a couple of decades
ago, Ayesha was sapped of
her short life and the last of
her blood on that plot of
dirt has dried a long time
ago.

Today is no end in sight
that justified the means,
morally or otherwise.

Arab world needs to get to
grips with its water problem

(Continued from Page-6) |

precious groundwater sup-
plies.

In addition, policies can
be implemented and inter-
ventions mounted to ensure
uninterrupted access to
potable water for all in
society, alongside efforts to
adapt or mitigate the water-
related effects of climate
change.

A failure to build on the
momentum of the intensify-
ing global climate fight
would risk plunging the
most water-scarce region in
the world into chaos.

For now, the biggest
challenge remains restoring

the equilibrium between
what is available and what
the region consumes by
protecting the natural
replenishment of the water
sources that underpin food
and energy security, indus-
trialization, competitive-
ness, regional integration,
and improvements to the
quality of life.

It can only be hoped that
the first UN  Water
Conference in 50 years,
which took place in New
York this week, will deliver
a much-needed wake-up
call that can drive collec-
tive action among govern-
ments, regional blocs and
global development organi-

zations.

Water should also be a
top item on the agenda dur-
ing the UN Climate Change
Conference, COP28, in
Dubai this year, turning it
from a source of apprehen-
sion into a vehicle for coop-
eration that can transcend
conflict, reduce regional
tensions, overcome shared
challenges, and promote
common interests.

Integrated water devel-
opment and management
must be top global priori-
ties if we are to achieve
sustainable water, food and
energy security while
ensuring green and inclu-
sive growth for all.

the names of the
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Kazakhstan ready to strengthen
long-term economic partnership
with Pakistan: Kazak Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Minister for National Eco-
nomy, Republic of Kaza-
khstan A. Kuantyrov has
said that Kazakhstan was
willing to strengthen lasting
and long-term economic
and trade relations with
Pakistan. He said that
Pakistan and Kazakhstan
are engaged in mutual dis-
cussions for long-term eco-
nomic partnership, which
would pave the way for
economic and trade cooper-
ation between the two
countries in the future.

The Kazakh Minister
said this while briefing to
the international media in
Astana, Kazakhstan.

He said, Pakistan has
engines of growth like Kar-
achi, Lahore and Faisa-

labad with which business-
men of Kazakhstan can get
benefits from business con-
nections, said a press rel-
ease issued here on Sunday.

A. Kuantyrov said that
Pakistan and Kazakhstan
could play an important
role in regional Economic
and trade Integration, for
which negotiations were
going on in both countries.
He said that Pakistan and
Kazakhstan had opportuni-
ties for economic and trade
cooperation in many sec-
tors including textile, agri-
culture and energy.

A. Kuantyrov said that
the volume of mutual trade
between Pakistan and
Kazakhstan was much less
than its potential, which
needed to be further

increased.

He said that regional
trade was very important
without which the dream of
economic prosperity in the
region would not be real-
ized. He said that the con-
cept of a middle corridor
was very important for
regional connectivity from
which all regional econo-
mies could get benefits.

The minister said that
Kazakhstan is currently in
trade balance and “we are
striving for sustainable
development for which we
are working on stable eco-
nomic policies.” He said
that they were following
the policy of developing
their country’s current geo-
political position for geo-
economic benefits.

He said that revenue col-
lection, food security and
Small and Medium Enterp-
rises were the pillars of our
economic policies.

He said that currently, 45
percent women were work-
ing in the SME sector,
adding that the government
was trying for the maxi-

mum  Foreign  Direct
Investment in Kazakhstan
and there was already

investment in Kazakhstan
from European Union and
Pacific countries.

He said that the Middle
Corridor concept was very
important in the economic
policy of Kazakhstan and
along with this, we were
following the Trans Cas-
pian policy which would
pave the way for economic

integration between the
countries of the region.

The minister said that
Kazakhstan had recently
completed constitutional
and political reforms and
within ten months the
process of reforms and
elections was completed.

He said that after these
constitutional reforms in
Kazakhstan, the atmos-
phere for economic and
investment  would be
smooth, from which a new
face of Kazakhstan would
be seen.

Free and fair elections in
Kazakhstan will start a new
democratic era in the coun-
try and it will have a posi-
tive impact on investment
and economic inclusion in
the country, he added.

Pak business delegation made
week-long visit to Ethiopia

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
70-member delegation of
businessmen and investors
from Pakistan made a
week-long visit to Ethiopia
to review the business and
investment opportunities in
the Ethiopian markets.

The business delegation,
led by Ibrahim Khalid
Tawab, Honorary Counsel
General of Ethiopia in
Karachi, visited Ethiopia
from 5 to 10 March to
explore potential business
opportunities and establish
relationships with Ethi-
opian counterparts.

The delegation included
industrialists from different
sectors of the industry.
During the visit, they had
the opportunity to meet
with several high-ranking
government officials,
including the Deputy Prime
Minister, Foreign Minister,
Head  of  Investment
Commission and Minister
of State for Diplomatic

Affairs.

These meetings allowed
the delegation to learn more
about the business environ-
ment in Ethiopia and
explore potential collabora-
tions between businesses in
Pakistan and Ethiopia.

The delegation also had
business-to-business and
business-to-government
meetings to explore poten-
tial collaborations and part-

nerships.
Meanwhile, Honorary
Counsel General of

Ethiopia said that Ethiopia
was a large market in the
African region with a popu-
lation of 120 million, thus
the total market of Pakistan
and Africa was 350 million.

He said that Ethiopia
was the hub of business and
trade in the African region
and there were great oppor-
tunities for mutual trade
between the two countries
in the future.

He said that both Africa

is an untapped market and
Ethiopia can be a gateway
for Pakistan in Africa,
which can be beneficial for
our textile and pharmaceu-
tical sector.

He said that there were
great opportunities for
Pakistani businessmen in
cement and fertilizer in
Ethiopia, besides great
interest in Pakistani busi-
nessmen in this regard.

Ibrahim Tawab said that
various sectors including
textile,  pharmaceutical,
manufacturing, agriculture
and food sector, packaging
and paper industry and
other major sectors partici-
pated in the delegation with
us. He said that this was a
large and high-powered
delegation in the history of
mutual trade and economic
relations between Pakistan
and Ethiopia, which will
play its role in promoting
the mutual trade relations
between

Ethiopia and

Pakistan.

Ibrahim Khalid said that
the delegation met with the
Chief of Ethiopian Airlines,
who announced that Ethio-
pian Airlines will be flying
to Karachi very soon.

He said that this
announcement is expected
to improve connectivity
and provide new opportuni-
ties for trade and travel
between the two countries.

The delegation also met
with the Ethiopian Food
and Drug Authority to pro-
mote Pakistani pharmaceu-
tical products in Ethiopia,
exploring potential collabo-
rations in the healthcare
industry, which is a grow-
ing sector in Ethiopia.

Moreover, the delegation
visited industrial parks in
Ethiopia, providing an opp-
ortunity to gain a better un-
derstanding of the country’s
manufacturing capabilities
and potential investment
opportunities, he added.

Large number of supporters attend

Shaukat Kh
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LAHORE: The Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Trust (SKMT) organised a
fundraising iftar dinner in the city on
Saturday, March 25, 2023 as part of
its ongoing Zakat campaign. Dr
Faisal Sultan, Dr Aasim Yusuf, other
members of SKMT management and
a large number of donors and sup-
porters attended the event where Rs.

20 crores were collected.

On this occasion, Dr Faisal Sultan,
Officer
SKMCH&RC, gave an overview of
the ongoing projects of the Shaukat
Khanum Memorial Trust, “Over the

Chief  Executive

™ -

3N
3

of

past twenty-eight years, the support
of generous donors has meant that we
have been able to treat more patients
than the year before. He said showing
compassion to strangers, all the
patients our donors may never meet
but whose lives they save, reflects
one of the best attributes of humans.
Last year, we were able to provide
financially supported treatment worth
Rs. 11 billion to deserving cancer
patients. At SKMCH&RC, we have
always taken all possible steps to
ensure that the utilisation of Zakat
complies with Islamic injunctions
regarding utilisation for Zakat-eligi-
ble patients. Zakat funds are used for

anum Iftar dinner

the medical treatment of deserving
patients, and are completely exhaust-

anum

and

ed on providing direct patient care
within the same year they are collect-
ed. SKMCH&RC has also received
Shariah compliance certification con-
firming that its Zakat processes are in
line with Islamic principles.”

In a video message, Imran Khan,
Founder and Chairman BoG of
SKMT said that cancer treatment is
very expensive and the majority of
our people cannot afford it. For more
than 28 years, SKMCH&RC has been
collecting Zakat and providing finan-
cially supported treatment to over
75% of all patients. He said that for a
population of over 220 million, we
need more cancer hospitals and for
this reason, the second SKMCH&RC
was constructed in Peshawar in 2015
the
| SKMCH&RC is expected to open in
Karachi in 2023. He added, “As a
nation, we united in the cause of try-
ing to eradicate the scourge of cancer
from our country, and we made equi-
table access to quality cancer care a
reality in Pakistan. For the year 2023,
we have a budget of Rs. 39 billon and
as in past years, we hope to collect a
major portion of this through your
Zakat and donations. Ramzan is the
month of giving and in this month, I
would like to urge everyone to open
their hearts and donate generously to
support our mission of providing
equitable access to quality healthcare
to thousands of cancer patients from
around the country and beyond.”

third and largest

SBP removes
all cash
margin

requirements

on imports

KARACHI (PPI): State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has
withdrawn all cash margin
requirements on imports to
benefit importers, accord-
ing to a report on Sunday.

The central bank had
previously imposed
requirements under six cir-
culars from 2017 to 2022 to
fulfil another condition of
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to reach a
staff-level agreement.

In a Banking Policy and
Regulations Department
circular dated March 24,
the SBP said it was with-
drawing the “existing Cash
Margin Requirement on
import of items with effect
from March 31, 2023”.

The announcement com-
es as the central bank’s for-
eign exchange reserves
increased by $280 million to
$4.6 billion during the week
ending on March 17 on the
back of inflows from China.

Pakistan is required to
reach a staff-level agree-
ment with the global lender
to secure a $1.2 billion
tranche and unlock further
inflows from other interna-
tional creditors.
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ISLAMABAD: People purchasing vegetable during holy fasting month of

Ramazan at sasta bazar in Federal Capital.

Instability, delay 1n
IMF program aggravating
economic crisis: PIAF

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Industrial and
Traders Associations Front
(PIAF) has observed that the
delay in the resumption of
the IMF loan program and
political instability exacer-
bated the country’s vulnera-
bility through the depletion
of  foreign  exchange
reserves, as the resulting
rupee depreciation ampli-
fied inflationary pressures
by magnifying the effect of
global price increase.

PIAF Chairman Faheem
ur Rehman Saigol asked the
government to formulate
long-term and consistent
policies for high industrial
growth and  sizeable
improvement in exports,
which is the actual remedy
of Pakistan’s prosperity.

The PIAF Chief said that
trade and industry need low
cost energy to bring down
their cost of production,
keeping their goods com-
petitive in the international
market. He said that the
government would have to
reduce the price of electric-
ity along with the cut in the
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts to bring down the cost
of doing business and to
promote industrial activi-
ties. He said that the busi-
ness activities were already
in decline and in this situa-
tion the government should
take serious steps to cut the
cost of doing business, as
continued hike in oil rates
would further enhance the

cost of production, making
transport more expensive.

Faheem Saigol said that
the economy of Pakistan,
particularly the SMEs are
striving to deal with the
present economic crunch
and need to get support.
Instead of providing subsi-
dies or waivers, it is unjust
to overburden the industries
with hike in cost of produc-
tion. He observed that the
burden of the surge in oil
price in the international
market is immediately
transferred to masses by the
government but the process
of reduction in the prices is
always very slow, he noted.

He said that a concerted
approach is required to
encourage increased local-
ization of the manufactur-
ing base, along with the
lowering of energy intensity
of the economy by ensuring
energy efficiency and con-
servation. Moreover, amid
the growing issues related
to climate change and inad-
equate food security situa-
tion, there is an urgent need
to formulate a well-thought-
out strategy to meet these
challenges, he said.

He said that the experi-
ence from FY22 brought to
the fore once again the need
to address the country’s
structural weaknesses, such
as a narrow base of foreign
exchange earnings and
meager inflows of foreign
investment.

He stressed that priority
should be given to produc-
ing new varieties of seeds

that are suitable to varying
weather conditions and to
devise a framework that
emphasizes water manage-
ment strategies to increase
agricultural productivity.

Unless attention is paid
to all factors that hamper
industrial and  exports
growth, the country might
not be able to achieve the
desired results, he warned.

He said that businesses
had been bearing the brunt
of very high interest rate,
issues of the Federal Board
of Revenue and high ener-
gy prices.

He said that the econo-
my was already in a stabi-
lization phase when wide-
spread flooding hit a large
part of the country at the
start of the current fiscal
year. He added that the
flooding was likely to
impinge on the country’s
real economic activity
through various channels,
fearing that losses in agri-
culture emerging from the
damages to crops and live-
stock were likely to trans-
mit to the rest of the econo-
my through various back-
ward and forward linkages.

The large-scale destruc-
tion of infrastructure in the
affected provinces might
also undermine the coun-
try’s growth prospects dur-
ing the year.

He said that the SBP avo-
ided providing any range for
the growth rate of the cur-
rent financial year app-
arently due to the worsening
economic situation.

Businessmen warn SBP of further jump
in key policy rate amid record markup

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry’s Businessm-
en Panel (BMP) on Sunday
warned the Central Bank of
any further jump in the key
policy rate in the upcoming
Monetary  Policy next
month, as the economic cri-
sis continued to deepen due
to wrong economic policies
amidst record highest
markup rate in the region.
FPCCI former President
and Businessmen Panel
(BMP) chairman, Mian
Anjum Nisar said that
already unprecedented
inflation and high mark-up
rate  have  drastically
reduced private sector bor-
rowings during the first
quarter of the current fiscal
year. He said that the cen-
tral bank raised its key
interest rate by 300 basis
points, exceeding investor
expectations, as the cash-
strapped country attempts

to encourage the
International ~ Monetary
Fund to release critical
funding. The key rate of the
State Bank of Pakistan now
stands at 20%, its highest
level since October 1996.

Now there are reports
that the SBP would raise
the interest rate by another
2 percent at the upcoming
meeting of the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
to unlock the stalled IMF
loan program.

The Businessmen Panel
(BMP) chief suggested the
Central Bank to adopt an
accommodative monetary
policy stance, asking the
finance minister to fulfill
his commitment of reining
in inflation besides cutting
interest rate and strengthen-
ing the undervalued local
currency against dollar.

Demanding competitive
interest rate at regional
countries’ level, he said that
the SBP’s stance of keeping
monetary policy rate at
17% was already high com-

pared to the markup rate of
China, India and
Bangladesh. Yet, the central
bank jacked up the key pol-
icy rate by another 300
basis points to 20% in last
monetary policy, leading to
the crash of economy,
which will remain bearish
until announcement of next
Policy announcement.

The hike in the interest
rate by 300 basis points by
the State Bank during the
auction of T-bills has
increased investors’ prob-
lems. In addition, there is a
fear of further hike in the
interest rate in the monetary
policy announcement on
2nd April because of which
there is constantly selling
pressure in the market, he
added.

He said that expectation
of further monetary tighten-
ing and high current
account deficit had sparked
panic selling across the
board, leading to the capital
market’s massive tragedy.

Mian Anjum Nisar said

that the SBP had brought
forward its policy meeting
from an original date of
March 16, saying the rate
hike was a key requirement
to get the IMF funding
released.

In its last policy meeting
in January the bank raised
the rate by 100 bps to 17%.
It has now raised rates by a
total of 1025 bps since
January 2022.

The MPC noted that the
recent fiscal adjustments
and exchange rate deprecia-
tion have led to a signifi-
cant deterioration in the
near term inflation outlook
and a further upward drift
in inflation expectations, as
reflected in the latest wave
of surveys.

The SBP sees inflation
rising further before it
begins to fall. The central
bank states that the average
inflation for the year is now
expected in the range of 27
- 29%  against the
November 2022 projection
of 21 — 23%.

NICVD: A lifesaving beacon for children with congenital heart disease

Zainulabedin Shah

ongenital heart dis-
Cease (CHD), a heart

defect or abnormali-
ty present in newborns, is a
term that strikes fear in par-
ents whose children are
affected. Congenital heart
disease is often associated
with insurmountable med-
ical expenses, emergencies,
endless appointments, and
persistent anxiety.

Pakistan has one of the
highest global rates of
CHD, disproportionately
affecting the poor. Factors
such as malnutrition, inade-
quate maternal health, and
frequent pregnancies con-
tribute to its prevalence. Dr.
Abdul Sattar Shaikh, Head
of pediatric cardiology at
NICVD, warns that most
untreated children will not
survive their first year.

With roughly 60,000
new CHD cases annually in
Pakistan, most patients pre-

viously had to seek treat-
ment abroad, often in
neighboring countries like
India. Public institutions in
other provinces typically
have waiting lists of 6-12
months for procedures.
After President Asif Ali
Zardari signed the 18th
amendment, the Sindh
Government assumed con-
trol of the NICVD program
in 2015, with Dr. Nadeem
Qamar becoming the new
executive director. Under
the leadership of Chairman
Pakistan People’s Party,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, the
hospital’s pediatric depart-
ment has undergone a revo-
lutionary transformation.
NICVD is now the sole
comprehensive children’s
heart center in Pakistan.
Over the past five years,
around 600,000 children
have been treated, an
extraordinary number for
any institution worldwide.
The NICVD network con-

ducts an average of 1,500
pediatric open-heart surger-
ies and 2,000 interventions
and minimally invasive
procedures each year, using
cutting-edge technology. In
contrast to other provincial
children’s hospitals,
NICVD treats critical
patients within a week and
moderately stable patients
within one to two months.
Remarkably, all these
services are entirely free of
charge, while private hospi-
tals charge R1 million to
Rs.2 million per patient on
average. The institution
serves the entire country,
with over 50% of CHD
cases coming from outside
Sindh, including Baloch-
istan, Lower Punjab, and
KP. The NICVD pediatric
department has also treated
patients from Iran, Afgh-
anistan, UAE, and Oman.
Offering comprehensive
pediatric cardiology servic-
es, the NICVD network

provides everything from
diagnosis to treatment.
These services include 24/7
pediatric emergency servic-
es, open-heart surgeries,
interventions, catheteriza-
tion, and echo and fetal
echo services. Full services
are available in Karachi,
Hyderabad, Tando-Muha-
mmad Khan, and Sukkur,
while OPD, emergency,
and echo services are
offered in Mithi, Larkana,
Nawabshah, Khairpur,
Sehwan, and Lyari.

The NICVD network has
implemented the CHD reg-
istry program, registering
families with CHD history,
and offering maternal
screening, diagnosis, and
counseling. This enables
early detection of symp-
toms in pregnant mothers
and encourages preventa-
tive measures. The network
also educates and trains
general practitioners and
pediatricians across the

province through seminars
and lectures. Further, a 300-
bed Pediatric Cardiology
building is currently under
construction and is expect-
ed to be operational within
two years, significantly
increasing patient capacity
and reducing waiting times.

The remarkable progress
made by the NICVD net-
work in recent years has pro-
vided hope and solace to
countless families affected
by congenital heart disease
in Pakistan. By offering
accessible, comprehensive,
and free-of-cost treatment,
NICVD has become a bea-
con of hope for children and
their families, overcoming
economic and geographical
barriers. The ongoing expan-
sion of facilities and the ded-
ication to early detection,
education, and prevention
demonstrate NICVD’s

unwavering commitment to vital institution continues to compassion and innovation countries to address the
improving the lives of those grow and evolve, it not only in healthcare but also serves needs of their most vulnera-
afflicted by CHD. As this exemplifies the power of as an inspiration for other ble citizens.
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Balbirnie for
Bangladesh T20s

CHITTAGONG,
Bangladesh (AFP/APP):
Ireland skipper Andrew
Balbirnie will be rested
for this week's T20 series
against Bangladesh and
will be replaced by vice-
captain Paul Stirling,
selectors said Sunday.
"We flagged before the
tour that there may be an
element of player rota-
tion this year due to the
anticipated volume of
cricket we will be play-
ing," coach Heinrich
Malan said. "I see it is an
essential part of squad
and player management
that we give our leading
players adequate down
time for their physical
and mental health,"
Malan said in a state-
ment. The three T20s
begin in Chittagong on
Monday. Bangladesh
took the preceding ODI
series 2-0. The two
teams will also play a
one-off Test in early
April. Ireland squad:
Paul Stirling (capt),
Mark Adair, Ross Adair,
Curtis Campher, Gareth
Delany, George
Dockrell, Fionn Hand,
Graham Hume,
Matthew Humphreys,

Tom Mayes, Harry
Tector, Lorcan Tucker,
Ben  White, Craig
Young.

Clarke enjoys
winning start

SCOTLAND (BBC):
It's not just his capaci-
ty to score goals for
Scotland that makes
John McGinn such an
admirable character,
it's his candour in cut-
ting through the PR
and calling it as he sees
it. His assessment of
the performance
against Cyprus was an
exercise in straight-
shooting. Not for him a
glorification of a 16th
goal for his country
and a place in the top
seven of all-time
goalscorers for
Scotland. In the after-
math of a 3-0 win that
was stodgy but ulti-
mately satisfying,
nobody would have
mistaken him for a
cheerleader. He cited a
number of things that
could and should have
been better before
checking himself and
admitting that he was
being "a bit moany".
That, actually, was to
his credit. He expected
more because this team
is capable of more.
When you're finding
fault with a 3-0 victory
then you're in a good
place. A few years ago
- maybe even a year
ago or less - a 3-0
home win against any-
body would have been
hailed as an uncondi-
tional triumph, but
Scotland's  standards
are higher now.

Denver claim

statement win

NEW YORK (BBC):
The Denver Nuggets
beat fellow NBA con-
ference leaders the
Milwaukee Bucks 129-
106 in a statement vic-
tory before the play-
offs. Nikola Jokic, the
two-time reigning NBA
Most Valuable Player,
scored 31 points and
had 11 assists for
Western  Conference
leaders Denver. Bucks
star Giannis
Antetokounmpo, the
2019 and 2020 MVP,
also hit 31 points.
However, only seven of’
those came in the sec-
ond half as the Nuggets
came from behind to
win. The Nuggets are
three and a half games
clear of the Memphis
Grizzlies in the west,
with the Bucks two
games up on the Boston
Celtics in the east, mak-
ing both favourites to
secure top seed, with
eight regular season
games remaining. Jokic
and Antetokounmpo are
both strong MVP candi-
dates after fine seasons.
Serbia's Jokic got the
better of his Greek rival
here, with
Antetokounmpo with-
drawn for the final five
minutes as the Nuggets
cruised to victory,
outscoring their rivals
66-40 across the final
two periods. "It's better
to win games, but our
goal is to do something
in a play-offs," said
Jokic, whose side are

aiming to win the
Nuggets' first NBA
championship.

South Africa smash
chase in first SOO -run TZO

CENTURION (Agenices):
Quinton de Kock's first T20I
hundred - and joint sixth-fastest
in the format off 43 balls -
helped South Africa complete
the highest successful chase in
T20Is. De Kock's knock innings
came in the second half of a run-
fest on a belter of a pitch at
SuperSport Park.

In total, 517 runs were scored,
the most in a T20 game, includ-
ing 35 sixes, the most in a T20
international and two fewer than
the most in any T20 match.

Johnson Charles was respon-
sible for 11 of those sixes as he
blasted his way to the joint sec-
ond-fastest T20I century, and
fastest by a West Indian, as they
posted their highest score in the
format. In the end, it was not
enough. It was a tough day for
bowlers on both sides, who
struggled to get their lengths
right. Only Kagiso Rabada con-
ceded at under ten runs an over
and there were poor disciplines
on both sides, especially by West
Indies. They bowled 10 wides
and a no-ball compared to South
Africa's four wides and may see
that as an important difference in
the final result. The series
decider will be played about 40
kilometres away, at the
Wanderers, on Tuesday.

Charles and Mayers do a
demolition job

The early dismissal of
Brandon King dissolved into a
footnote when Kyle Mayers and
Charles got together for an exhi-
bition of power-hitting that dis-
mantled the home attack. Marco
Jansen's opening over cost 20, as

Charles peppered the off side
and Sisanda Magala's first over
went for 21 runs thanks to a mer-
ciless Mayers. He hit the biggest
six of the innings when he sent
Sisanda Magala 114 metres over
midwicket, with the ball carry-
ing over the hospitality suite
roofs and into the practice nets.
Charles brought up his fifty off
23 balls when he hit Tabraiz
Shamsi over square leg, Mayers
followed with a 24-ball fifty, and
also brought his milestone up
against Shamsi.

West Indies were 62 forl after
the powerplay and 137 for 1
after the first 10 overs, which
was their fastest start in a T20L.
The openers were separated at
the start of the 11th over, when
Mayers miscued a pull off
Jansen but by then, they had
shared the third-highest stand for
West Indies in T20I cricket - and
all three of them have come
against South Africa - and plun-
dered 135 runs in 58 balls at a
scoring rate of just under 14 runs
an over.

The carnage continues

Charles was 18 runs away
from his century when both
Mayers and Nicholas Pooran fell
to Jansen but he was undeterred.
He sent Kagiso Rabada for six
over square leg, then hit a
Magala full toss over point for
four and reached his century
with a drive over extra-cover.
Jansen was brought back and
Charles sent him for sixes over
extra-cover and long-off and
then four through fine leg before
he was bowled by a yorker that
he seemed to have kept out but

record

trickled onto his stumps. Charles
scored 73 of his 118 runs on the
leg side, including eight of his

11 sixes, and when he was
bowled, West Indies still had six
overs to bat.

Shepherding the finish

Romario Shepherd picked up
from where Charles' left off
when he flicked a Parnell full
toss off his pads for his first
boundary. Then he tucked into
Magala and took two sixes off
his third over, prompting Aiden
Markram to bring Rabada back.
He wasn't spared either as
Shepherd and Rovman Powell
hit 18 runs of his final over.
Magala returned to deliver the
last over and could not find his

yorker. His full tosses were
slammed over midwicket and
long-on as West Indies scored 79
runs off the last six overs.
Shepherd was unbeaten on 41
off 18 balls and Magala ended
with the sixth most-expensive
T20I figures.

De Kock and SA break
records

There's probably no better
batter to get a record chase
underway than de Kock and he
responded in exactly the way
South Africa would have want-
ed. He started with consecutive
fours off Akeal Hosein before
slamming three successive sixes
off Sheldon Cottrell in an over
that cost 29. De Kock was then

dropped on 32, when he tried to
reverse-sweep Hosein and got a
thin edge but Nicholas Pooran
could not hold on, and he went
on to make West Indies pay. In
that over, South Africa equalled
the quickest fifty by a Full
Member team in T20Is and de
Kock hit Hosein back over his
head for six and then for back-
to-back fours.

De Kock then notched up
South Africa's fastest T20I fifty,
off 15 balls. In the process,
South Africa broke the record
for the most runs by a Full
Member team in a powerplay -
102 - and the fastest hundred by
a Full Member in T20Is. They
went on to score the most runs in

the first 10 overs of a men's T201L
- 149 - and the 152-run stand
between de Kock and Reeza
Hendricks was South Africa's
fourth-highest of all time. De
Kock brought up his hundred in
the 11th over with a single.

With 46 runs off 21 balls in
the first-wicket stand it would
seem unfair to call Hendricks'
role merely a supporting act and
he soon had the chance to take
centre stage. After de Kock's dis-
missal, Hendricks scored his
first six when he sent Odean
Smith over extra-cover and
brought up his half-century off
22 balls. It was his fifth fifty in
his last seven T20I innings and
he was intent on moving through
the gears from there. He scored
16 runs off the next five balls he
faced including a scoop for six
off Powell before he top-edged a
slower bouncer and was caught
behind. South Africa still needed
66 runs off 44 balls at that stage.

Markram and Klaasen take
it home

West Indies pulled things back
a touch after seeing the back of
Hendricks. There were only two
boundaries between the 14th and
16th over and David Miller was
caught on the long-off boundary
before Aiden Markram and
Heinrich Klaasen came together
to finish things off. Markram
destroyed Raymon Reifer's fig-
ures when he scored 17 runs off
his fourth over, including a six
over long-on, and Klaasen took
successive fours off Jason Holder
to take the asking rate to less than
a run a ball. South Africa won
with seven deliveries to spare.
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Tom Latham returns to

lead NZ 1n T20Is against
Sr1 Lanka and Pakistan

LONDON (Agencies):
Tom Latham will play T20
internationals for the first
time since 2021 when he
leads New Zealand in the
T20I series at home against
Sri  Lanka, and away
against Pakistan, in April.
T20I regulars like the
captain Tim Southee, Kane
Williamson, Glenn Phillips,
Mitchell Santner, Devon
Conway, Finn Allen,
Michael Bracewell and
Lockie Ferguson were not
picked because they have
been given clearance to
play the IPL starting March
31. "We saw against India
earlier this season the
power and range of shots
that Tom possesses," New
Zealand coach Gary Stead
said about Latham's return
to the format. "His adapt-
ability also means he can
feature in a range of batting
positions. He led an inexpe-
rienced T20 squad to
Bangladesh in 2021 and we
were really impressed with
his leadership of that group
during a COVID bubble
tour." The squads include
two uncapped players -

Chad Bowes and Henry
Shipley - while Jimmy
Neesham returns after
missing the T20I series in
India and the home ODIs
against Sri Lanka to play
the SA20 and PSL. Shipley
was part of the T20I squad
that travelled to India earli-
er this year, but Bowes was
selected for the first time in
the format after his ODI
debut against Sri Lanka in
the first ODI in Auckland.
The squad for the home
T20Is against Sri Lanka
comprises 13 players, and
includes Tim Seifert, who
won't travel to Pakistan as
he and his wife await the
birth of their first child.
Dane  Cleaver, Cole
McConchie, Blair Tickner
will join the squad of 15 for
the tour of Pakistan.
"We've got players
returning and guys poten-
tially making their debuts,
that's a really exciting mix
to have in the group for
these matches. Players like
Tim and Cole haven't been
around the squad for little
while and I am sure they
will bring good energy

when they are involved.
They have both earned their
selection  with  strong
domestic form this season."

After the home T20Is
against Sri Lanka, coach
Stead will take a break dur-
ing the T20Is in Pakistan
and rejoin the squad for the
five-ODI series that begins
in Rawalpindi on April 26.
Shane Jurgensen will lead
the coaching staff for the
three T20Is in Pakistan.

New Zealand squad for
Sri Lanka T20Is: Tom
Latham (capt & wk), Chad
Bowes, Mark Chapman,
Matt Henry, Ben Lister,
Adam Milne, Daryl
Mitchell, Jimmy Neesham,
Rachin Ravindra, Tim
Seifert, Henry Shipley, Ish
Sodhi, Will Young

New Zealand squad for
T20Is in Pakistan: Tom
Latham (capt & wk), Chad
Bowes, Mark Chapman,
Matt Henry, Ben Lister,
Adam Milne, Daryl Mitchell,
Jimmy Neesham, Rachin
Ravindra, Tim Seifert, Henry
Shipley, Ish Sodhi, Will
Young, Dane Cleaver, Cole
McConchie, Blair Tickner

It’s high time cricket
regulated its pace of play

LONDON (Agenices): 1
have often wondered,
"Who really loves the game
of cricket?"

Is it the first-class player
like myself, who had his
pads and boots cleaned by
the room steward, and
whose matches are played
on well-manicured fields
with meticulously prepared
pitches? Or is it those who
play in the park on boiling-
hot Saturdays, having
pegged down a matting
pitch, then chasing balls
around a tinder-dry out-
field? I've come to the con-
clusion that first-class play-
ers love the game in a cal-
culated manner. Although it
may change with the
money in cricket, you basi-
cally have to love the game
to play it decently.
Nevertheless it's a calculat-
ed enjoyment, as first-class
players are always chasing
trophies, prize money and
contracts. However, the
people who have a real love
for the game are those who
perform in the park even
when it's parched and the
only reward is a cold drink
at the end of play. Maybe I
could do that for a week,
two at the most, but then I'd
be looking for other pur-
suits. Those dedicated
cricketers also regularly
attend big matches. When
both types mutter in unison,
"Get on with the bloody
game", it's time to evaluate
top-class cricket's speed of
play. Using timers is one
way to speed up the game.

However, it's better if
umpires are empowered by
the administrators to ensure
cricket keeps moving at an
acceptable speed.

Other sports I watch,
like baseball, rugby league
and tennis, now have a
timer. The timers are
designed to speed up games
where administrators are
acutely aware that specta-
tors want to see plenty of
playing action.

Surely people don't
switch on their devices or
go to a ground to watch
cricketers  adjust  their
gloves every ball, chat with
their batting partner in the
middle of an over, change
gloves regularly, or down
unofficial drinks. These can
possibly be decreed health
measures or might be pure-
ly down to superstition, but
they often completely
ignore the etiquette of the
game. If a bowler is about
to begin his run-up, a batter
must be in position to
receive the delivery. That
used to be, and still should
be, part of the etiquette of
the game.

It's pretty obvious when
players deliberately waste
time to avoid another over
leading into a break. In that
case the player should first
be warned, and if they
transgress again, then there
have to be consequences.

Players are lucky I'm not
an umpire. If a batter delib-
erately wasted time and
wasn't ready to face up, I'd
let the bowler deliver and if

he hit the stumps, I'd give it
out. There would be a huge
outcry, but drastic action
would ensure that batters
don't cause a problem in the
future. The time captains
take talking to bowlers
about field placings - I'm
not including T20 cricket -
is sometimes inordinately
long. The captain should be
spoken to by an umpire and
told to keep the game mov-
ing. Umpires must be given
license to insist that players
don't purposefully waste
time. In turn, the umpires
should be backed to the hilt
by the judicial system. All
players should be made
aware of their obligation to
the public; they deserve a
fair day's play for what is
often an expensive outing
at the cricket.

It's easy to conclude that
either most administrators
don't understand the angst
slow play causes, or that
they are only concerned by
the bottom line. Either way
the pace of play is not being
properly administered.

Test matches being com-
pleted inside the allotted
time frame should not be an
acceptable excuse for tardy
over rates.

Administrators  them-
selves are guilty of slowing
the game. The DRS,

replays to decide bound-
aries, and sight-board
advertising are three obvi-
ous cases, but there are oth-
ers like the front-foot no-
ball law that are poorly
thought out.

Roglic edges
Evenepoel to
win Tour of

Catalunya

BARCELONA (AFP/APP):
Primoz Roglic of Team
Jumbo-Visma struck a
major psychological blow
in the lead-up to the Giro
d'Ttalia by holding off his
Quick Step rival Remco
Evenepoel to win the 102nd
edition of the Tour of
Catalunya on Sunday.

The pair scrapped all the
way to the finish of the
135km final stage around
Barcelona including multi-
ple ascents of the Montjuic
mountain.

Evenepoel, 23, went into
the seventh and final stage
10 seconds adrift of Roglic.

Hard as he tried, the
Belgian was unable to
shake off his rival, with
Roglic, 33, allowing him
the minor honour of tak-
ing the stage win without
a sprint for the line, cut-
ting the winning deficit to

just 6sec.
"We  expected  his
attacks. The seven days

were difficult but I had the
legs," said Roglic after
winning the Tour for the
first time.

"I'm happy to add my
name to the list of winners
of this historic race."

The Slovenian, who had
already won the previous
week's Tirreno-Adriatico in
Italy, took the lead in the
general classification by
winning the first stage. The
two leaders did not let go of
each other on the steep roads
of the Catalan hinterland,
with the Belgian winning the
third stage ahead of Roglic.
The Slovenian, though, set
up the overall victory by
dropping Evenepoel on the
upper slopes of the final
climb of Friday's stage.

Cameron Norrie and
Dan Evans among
seeds to fall

PARIS (BBC): Britain's top
ranked duo Cameron
Norrie and Dan Evans have
been knocked out of the
Miami Open in the second
round. British number one
Norrie, ranked 12th in the
world, suffered a 6-3 6-2
defeat by France's world
number 65  Gregoire
Barrere. Evans, seeded 23
and ranked 30 places high-
er than Lorenzo Sonego,
was beaten 6-4 3-6 2-6 by
the Italian.

They were among a
number of seeds who went
out of the tournament on
Saturday in both the men's
and women's draws.

Alex de Minaur and
Matteo Berrettini exited,
but the biggest casualty was
women's sixth seed Coco
Gauff, who lost to Russian
Anastasia Potapova.

Australian De Minaur,
the 15th seed, suffered an

agonising 6-7 (5-7) 7-6 (7-
3) 7-6 (10-8) defeat by
Quentin Halys, the world
number 79 from France.
Italian Berrettini, seeded
19, had a similar close
encounter, losing 7-6 (10-8)
7-6 (7-5) to American
Mackenzie McDonald.
Italian Lorenzo Musetti
was the third of the men's
top 20 seeds to fall as he
was beaten 6-4 6-4 by in-
form Czech Jiri Lehecka.
Norrie's opponent
Barrere will face
Christopher Eubanks in the
third round after the
American qualifier, ranked
119th in the world, record-
ed the biggest win of his
career by knocking out
Croatian Borna Coric,
seeded 17, 3-6 6-4 6-2.
In the women's singles,
Belarussian Victoria

Azarenka, seeded 14, was
beaten 7-6 (7-3) 2-6 6-4 by

Poland's Magda Linette.

Meanwhile, fourth seed
Daniil Medvedev, who lost
last week's Indian Wells
final to Carlos Alcaraz,
cruised  past  Spain's
Roberto Carballes Baena 6-
1 6-2. Poland's eighth seed
Hubert Hurkacz saved five
match points before beating
Australia's Thanasi
Kokkinakis 6-7 (12-10) 7-6
(9-7) 7-6 (8-6) in a match
lasting  three-and-a-half
hours, while 12th seed
Frances Tiafoe came from a
set down to beat Japanese
qualifier Yosuke Watanuki
6-7 (7-5) 7-6 (7-3) 6-4.

Canadian fifth seed Felix
Auger-Aliassime pro-
gressed with victory over
Brazil's Thiago Monteiro
on two tie-breaks, while
women's third seed Jessica
Pegula swept aside fellow
American Danielle Collins
6-17-6 (7-0).

Spain make winning start as Croatia
held in Euro 2024 qualifying

PARIS (AFP/APP): Spain won 3-0
against a Norway side missing the
injured Erling Haaland in the opening
round of Euro 2024 qualifiers
Saturday, while Wales snatched a
stoppage-time equaliser to frustrate
turned
Alejandro Balde's driven low cross
on 13 minutes in Malaga and Joselu
scored twice on his Spain debut to
give new coach Luis de la Fuente a
victory in his first match in charge.

Croatia. Dani Olmo

Chelsea goalkeeper

Arrizabalaga pulled off a brilliant
reflex stop to deny Fredrik Aursnes
and clawed another effort off the line
on his first start for Spain since

October 2020.

Alexander Sorloth then volleyed
wide before Espanyol striker Joselu
came off the bench and bagged a
quick-fire double -- heading in his
first and sweeping home a rebound

for the second.
"I still can't believe it,

for all the daily work."

Three-time European champions

" said the 32-
year-old Joselu, the first Spain player
to net twice on his international debut
since Fernando Morientes in 1998.
"For any player this is just the best
thing that can happen. It's the reward

Hampden Park.

in

Kepa

S4C.

good as well."

Spain next go to Scotland, who saw
off Cyprus 3-0 in their Group A open-
er after Scott McTominay scored
twice late on as a substitute at

Cyprus finished with 10 men after
Nicholas Ioannou was sent off for a
second yellow in added time.

"It's a really good start but we have
to try and back it up on Tuesday
against the Spanish,"
manager Steve Clarke.

Norway, who haven't played at a
major tournament since Euro 2000,
will again be without Manchester
City striker Haaland for next week's
trip to Georgia because of a groin
problem. Croatia, finalists and semi-
finalists at the past two World Cups,
conceded a last-gasp equaliser to kick
off Group D as Wales debutant
Nathan Broadhead tapped home a
flick-on from a long throw.

"I got a bit overwhelmed to be
honest, a bit emotional," Broadhead,
who plays for third-tier Ipswich, told
"I've been waiting for this
moment for so long.

"We needed a point, we came here
to try and win but to get a point is

Andrej Kramaric's low shot from

just outside the area had given
Croatia the lead in Split against a
Wales team beginning life after the
retirement of their record goalscorer

and captain Gareth Bale.

said Scotland

Luka Modric won his 163rd cap
for Croatia, who have never lost a
home European Championship quali-
fier -- a run now spanning 36 match-
es dating back to 1994.

Turkey came from behind to defeat
Armenia 2-1 in Yerevan as efforts
from Orkun Kokcu and Kerem
Akturkoglu cancelled out an early
own goal by former Liverpool
defender Ozan Kabak.

Renato Steffen scored a first-half
hat-trick as Switzerland thrashed
Belarus 5-0 in a game played behind
closed doors in Serbia.

UEFA has banned Belarus from
playing at home due to the country's
support for the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. Granit Xhaka and Zeki
Amdouni, on his second international
appearance, added goals in the sec-
ond half as Switzerland powered top
of Group I. Dennis Man and Denis
Alibec were on target as Romania
eased to a 2-0 win away to 10-man

Andorra, while Israel drew 1-1 at

home to Kosovo.
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IRSA releases
72,300 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Sunday released 72,300
cusecs of water from
various rim stations
with an inflow of
69,700 cusecs. o the
data released by IRSA,
the water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1422.39 feet and
was 24.39 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 19,700
cusecs while outflow as
20,000 cusecs. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1094.85 feet, which
was 44.85 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 19,700
cusecs and 17,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded 34,100,
35,700, 33,300 and
6,200 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 19,700
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 5,900
cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.

WASA ensuring
supply of water

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The authorities con-
cerned of Water and
Sanitation Agency
(WASA) Rawalpindi
have been directed to
ensure supply of clean
drinking water particu-
larly during ‘Sehri and
Iftar’ time. According
to Managing Director,
WASA  Muhammad
Tanveer, the supply of
clean drinking water to
the citizens was being
ensured from the filtra-
tion plants during ‘sehri
and iftar’ time. Steps
were also being taken
for immediate repair in
case of malfunction of
tube-wells, he said. The
MD said like other parts
of the country, the citi-
zens here were also fac-
ing water shortage,
which was mainly due
to the decrease in the
level of underground
water and lack of timely
construction of new
water reservoirs. In this
situation where WASA
was making every pos-
sible effort to provide
clean drinking water to
the citizens, it was also
responsibility of the cit-
izen to use water care-
fully and try to save this
priceless blessing of
Allah  Almighty, he
added. He urged the cit-
izens to come forward
and play their due role
to conserve water. He
also asked the citizens
to  cooperate  with
WASA and pay their
water and sewerage
bills on time. The MD
further said that in order
to save and prevent
wastage of  water,
WASA had improved
the quality of water and
taking measures to
eliminate underground
water leakages, which
would not only save
water but also help
eliminate dengue. He
asked the officials to

further improve the
service delivery so as to
enable uninterrupted

water supply to the citi-
zens during Ramazan.

Pirwadhai
Bus Stand

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Commissioner
Rawalpindi ~ Division
Liaquat Ali Chatta has
directed the authorities
concerned to provide
more facilities to the pas-
sengers at Pirwadhai
General Bus Stand.
According a
Commissioner ~ Office
Spokesperson, the
Commissioner during a
visit to the bus stand
inspected the available
facilities and directed the
authorities concerned to
provide all possible facil-
ities to the passengers.
He expressed his annoy-
ance over poor cleanli-
ness condition particular-
ly in washrooms. Zero
tolerance policy would
be adopted on cleanliness
arrangements, he added.
The Commissioner also
visited the hotel located
at Pirwadhai General
Bus Stand and repri-
manded the hotel man-
agement for lack of
facilities and poor clean-
liness in the hotel.

to

in the Federal Capital.
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Engaging youth crucial to

further bolster Pak-Saudi

relations:

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Council of Islamic
Ideology (CII) Chairman
Dr. Qibla Ayaz on Sunday

tition, informed that it was
organized to celebrate the
70 years of relationship
between the two countries

Dr. Qibla

wealth, children and even
life for the security and
sovereignty of the holy
land.” In the same video-

said engaging youth was as in March 1953, the tape, Saudi Ambassador
crucial to further bolster Governor General of Nawaf bin Said Al-Malki,
bilateral ties between Pakistan Ghulam elaborating on the depth of

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.
Commenting on recently
held a short video competi-
tion on ‘Pak-Saudi
Relations’ organized by the
Saudi Embassy here, he
told official media that it
was a healthy activity and
would help strengthen
existing bonds between the
young generation of two
brotherly countries.

He said Saudi Arabia
was a time-tested friend of
Pakistan as it had always
extended all possible sup-
port to Pakistan whether it
was facing economic melt-
down or destruction due to
earthquakes and floods in
the country.

Dr. Qibla said the
Pakistani nation had a great
emotional attachment to the
Kingdom  because of
Haramain Sharifain which
were the holiest places for
the faithful.

Meanwhile, Saudi Press
Attaché Dr. Naif Alotaibi,
highlighting the back-
ground behind this compe-

Muhammad paid his first
official visit to Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and held a
meeting with King Shah
Abdul Aziz bin Abdul
Rahman Al-Saud in a con-
genial environment.

He said the royal
embassy received 114
videotapes on Pak-Saudi
relations which had always
been a fascinating chapter
in the diplomatic history of
the two countries.

Dr. Naif said the videos
were full of emotions
expressing their strong feel-
ings and love for the
Kingdom and its people.

According to a video
clip, Prime Minister’s
Special Representative for
Interfaith Harmony and

Middle East Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi

exchanging his views on
Pak-Saudi relations said,
“If anyone looks in a devil-
ish eye towards the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
we will sacrifice our blood,

the relationship between
the two brotherly countries
— Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan, said it kept on
growing and developing
with every passing day.

He prayed to Allah
Almighty for long-lasting
peace, prosperity, security
and stability in Pakistan
adding that he was eying
Pakistan in the future as
one of the leading countries
in the world.

There was another
silent video which caught
the audience’s attention as
the story was a mouth-
piece of overseas
Pakistanis who were not
only earning bread and
butter for their families
but also adding a huge for-
eign exchange to the
national kitty. It showed
that after the death of a
Pakistani laborer, how the
Saudi government support-
ed his family and translat-
ed his daughter’s dream
into a reality of becoming
a doctor in life.

CDA directs owners
to repair cracks of
quake-affected buildings

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Building Control Agency
of the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) directed
the owners of affected
buildings to repair the
cracks of earthquake-
impacted immediately to
ensure public safety.

"In case of non-repair
the affected building imme-
diately should be vacated
and asked for a new build-
ing and structural sustain-
ability certificate from the
relevant authority," an offi-
cial in the CDA said.

The official said the cer-
tificates should be obtained
from the CDA and Pakistan
Engineering Council (PEC)
registered firms, which
would also need to be veri-

fied by a third-party con-
sultant.

He said the authority had
conducted a survey of 90
high-rise buildings in the
federal capital by the
Building Control Agency
under the direction of
Chairman CDA, Noor ul
Amin Mengal.

“No cracks are found in
the pillars of any building
and ten out of 90 buildings
are found slightly affected
by the recent earthquake in
the country,” he added.

The official said, "Minor
cracks are found in the
plaster or brickwork of the
buildings."

He said the CDA had
directed all the housing
societies in the federal cap-

ital to conduct a survey as
soon as possible of the sky-
scrapers and submit the
report within three days.

The official said the
authority has also asked
the owners of the high-
rise and medium-rise
buildings to submit the
latest strength and com-
position certificates to
CDA, adding that the cer-
tificates must be obtained
from firms registered with
the CDA and the PEC.

He said the CDA direct-
ed the housing societies
not to allow residents in
buildings that did not
obtain completion certifi-
cates and also instructed
them to take action against
the violators.

[ESCO 1nstalls
8,702 net metering
connections

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO) has
installed 8,702 net meter-
ing connections having a
total generation capacity of
106.43 megawatts (MW) in
various circles of the com-
pany from January 2016 to
February 2023.

Manager Public
Relations Asim Nazir Raja
told APP here that the com-
pany had received 9,177
applications of net meter-
ing with 11429 MW
capacity during the said
period. The National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) issued
licences to 9,122 net meter-
ing connections with an
accumulative capacity of
113.68 MW so far, he
added. He said that the
import and export of billing
units had been started from
7781 net metering connec-
tions with a total capacity
of 9535 MW. The total
exports and imports from
these connections stood at
133,529,246  units and
167,307,686 units respec-
tively, he said.

Asim said that the com-
pany had paid an amount of
Rs 2,327,559 to the con-
nections’ holders up to June
2022. To a question, he said
that the company had
authorised to grant licences
up to 25 kilowatts (kW)
capacity while over 25 kW
capacity, NENPRA issued
licenses for net metering
connections.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the net-metering
project had been launched
in 2016 countrywide. It
allows any domestic, com-
mercial, industrial and
other consumers to have at
least a three-phase meter
connection.

Elections will be
held after Aug
2023°: Tanveer

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minister
for Education Rana Tanveer Hussain
Sunday said that the next general elec-
tions will be held on time after August
2023 and lauded the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s announce-
ment delaying provincial assembly elec-
tions in Punjab as a decision ‘in the best
interest of the country.

The ECP under the constitution had
postponed the elections keeping in view
the security, political and economic chal-
lenges, he said while talking to a private

| | news channel.

“The term of the current National
Assembly will end in August 2023 to be

followed by the establishment of an inter-
im government that will hold elections,”
he further said.

He also called on Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leadership to end growing polariza-
tion in the country and decide on an elec-
tion date by coming together.

Minister emphasised for electoral
reforms to ensure transparency in the next
elections. Replying to a question, he
replied that PTI through social media had
damaged the system and misled nation,
adding, the agenda of PML-N government
is to bring stability in the country, and put
the ailing economy back on a sustainable
growth path.

500,000 deserving families
of Rwp district to be

provided free flour: DC

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Over 1.5 million free flour
bags would be distributed
among over 500,000
deserving  families of
Rawalpindi district, said
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Rawalpindi Hasan
Wagar Cheema.

He informed that he was

Rawalpindi district.

Flour bags were being
distributed among over
50,000 deserving people in
Rawalpindi district on a
daily basis, he informed.

He directed the officials
concerned to treat the citi-
zens who come to get flour
with respect and negligence

The DC informed that
the administration on the
directives of the Punjab
government had set up 10
mega points to supply free
flour to poor and deserving
people.

Hasan Waqar Cheema
said four mega points were
set up in Rawalpindi while

visiting different free flour
mega distribution points to
review all the arrangements
made to facilitate the citi-
zens and inspect the
process of providing free
flour to the citizens.

He said that the supply
of free flour would contin-
ue uninterruptedly in

initiative

on part of the officials
would not be tolerated.

He said efforts were
being made to provide
relief to the people and the
administration under this
taken by
Punjab government was
supplying flour to poor and
deserving citizens.

one each established at
tehsil level. Four desks
were set up at each mega
point, two for men and two
for women, he added.

232 trucking points were
also established in
Rawalpindi district particu-
larly for Ramadan to facili-
tate the citizens, he said.

the

Health specialist
recommends well-balanced
diet during Ramazan

ISLAMABAD (APP): Health specialist
on Sunday has advised the public for a
disciplined routine and a well-balanced
diet while fasting as gaining weight
during Ramazan can cause chronic
inflammation, heart disease, diabetes
and reduced lung function.

Talking to a private news channel, a
renowned specialist Dr Shahzad Ali
Khan advises people to avoid eating
fried, oily and heavy food items as they
cannot be easily digested and can make
you feel bloated.

Meals should be chewed slowly and
thoroughly rather than being eaten
hastily, he said, adding, it is important
to drink plenty of water and other
hydrating fluids during the non-fasting
hours to prevent dehydration during the
day.

Regular short-distance walks for a
couple of hours are also suggested after
iftar also helps digestion.

Moreover, he recommended con-

suming foods that are rich in protein
during Seher and Iftar, adding,
consuming too much sugar can also
leads to feelings of fatigue, decreased
energy and reduced alertness.

Replying to a question, the iftar meal
should be a balanced meal that replen-
ishes energy and nutrients, adding, it
should include complex carbohydrates,
such as whole grains, fruits, and veg-
etables, along with some protein and
healthy fats.

Sehri is extremely important as it is
what helps people maintain their energy
levels during the day, he said, adding,
however, it is essential that the
right food in the right quantity is con-
sumed, especially if the person is
working.

The most common complaints during
Ramazan include constipation, indiges-
tion and headaches, adding, a balanced
meal during both Sehri and Iftar is vital
to not experience any of these.

Tourism — A vital resource
to support economy

Public asked to
discourage ‘professional
beggars’ during Ramazan

ISLAMABAD (APP): Social activists
on Sunday warned the public against
'professional  beggars' who  are
encroaching cities to take advantage of
their generosity during the holy month
of Ramazan-ul-Mubarak and stressed
for social media awareness for such a
societal scourge that detracts from the
civilized image of any society.

The community members should not be
sympathetic toward these professional
beggars and donate to registered charities
instead, renowned Social activist Abid
Beli said while talking to a private news
channel. Ramadan sees an influx of beg-
gars seeking to exploit the philanthropic
and giving spirit of the holy month, he
said, adding, such people thrive on the
public's increased levels of sympathy dur-
ing this period.

He also launched an anti-beggar drive
in an attempt to make the cities free of pro-
fessional alms-seekers.

While shedding light on the horrifying
aspect of professional begging rackets, he
explained that the begging culture is not as
simple as it seems. There are criminal

clans of organized crime like a mafia.

Like every year, hundreds of seasonal
beggars, including children and women,
have been moving toward populated areas
of major cities before the arrival of the
holy month of Ramazan.

Apart from the bazaars, streets, traffic
signals and famous brand shops and
foopaths had become a strongholds for
professional beggars because visitors give
them money in the name of religious offer-
ings, he added.

He said that instead of just expecting
the authorities to curb this menace, we too
should take necessary steps to discourage
this degrading practice which is nothing
but committing a fraud with the society.
Begging is not acceptable in society so
people need to reach for deserving fami-
lies and individuals, he added. "We
through (No begging ) social media drives
are giving awarness to people that they
should give their donations to authorized
charity organization which will distribute
to the deserved and needy people in their
relatives and join us in the fight against
this undesirable social habit", he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Despite set-
backs of earthquakes, floods and
Covid-19, Pakistan’s tourism sector
still has vast potential and can still
gear to achieve significant milestones
serving as an engine of economic
growth and uplifting residents of
remote hilly areas.

An amalgamation of scenic beauty
of mountain ranges, vast plains,
soothing lakes, gushing rivers,
enchanting coastline, calm deserts
and religio-historic monuments, the
country hosts socio-cultural relics
gathered from knowledge and experi-
ence of invaders, rulers, historians,
communities and anthropologists.

Diversified in cultures and
cuisines, the country also boasts of
noble traditions of hospitality, broth-
erhood, religious harmony encom-
passing Bhudda, Gandhara, Indus,
Mughals, Sikhs and other civiliza-
tions in its architecture, attire and
abode. It is geographically unique
with archaeological heritage, spiritual
and cultural sites providing ample
tourism opportunities for nature
lovers and followers of different reli-
gions. Thus one can judiciously claim
that Pakistan’s tourism industry holds
limitless potential.

But unlike many countries of the
world earning billions of dollars
annually through their tourism indus-
try, Pakistan is still struggling to fully
capitalize this potential although
some strides surface in recent past
like winning the Best New Exhibitor
Award at Travel and Adventure Show
2023 at New York in January this
year. Around 20 prominent compa-
nies of Tourism and Hospitality
Sector along with provincial tourism
departments from Punjab, Sindh,
KPK, Balochistan and Gilgit-
Baltistan presented Pakistan’s rich
tourism potential at the international
show. The participating companies
also had meetings with major tour
operators in USA and counterparts in
other countries as series of shows at
this event had attracted over 2.5 mil-
lion travelers to over 4,500 world’s

top destinations. ‘“Pakistan has vari-
ety of tourist destinations with the
strongest and unique traditions of
warm hospitality by local people as
also acknowledged by foreign
tourists,” said Managing Director,
PTDC, Rana Aftab. “Therefore, it is
high time to promote awareness by
educating our people of their duties to
preserve environment and cultural
belongings of our country.”

He said Pakistan's participation in
Travel and Trade Show has been
highly impactful in terms of response
from the public and international
tourism organizations.

“The event provided an opportuni-
ty to interact with top international
and domestic tour operators, cruise
lines and travel providers,” he stated.
“Besides routine tourism, we also
have vast potential to promote cultur-
al and religious tourism by attracting
believers of Buddhism, Christianity,
Hinduism and Sikh religions.”

The statistics show that on average
around 7500 Sikh from India and
around 2000 from Europe, USA and
Canada visit Pakistan annually.
Similarly, around 2000 Buddhist visit
the religious heritage in Pakistan. This
is far below the potential as there are
around 30 million Sikhs and around
500 million Buddhism believers living
in different countries across the world.
“Pakistan is a country with landmarks
of various religious ethnicities and
unexplored potential for religious
tourism,” Rana Aftab said. “Therefore,
PTDC is pursuing a plan to boost reli-
gious tourism for promoting inter-faith
harmony and revenue generation.” He
however mentioned to some visa poli-
cy and security issues and suggested
conducive environment for interna-
tional tourists to have due share of
earning from this industry.

“As the tourism sector directly
contributes to US$ 1.5 trillion and
indirectly around US$ 7.5 trillion,
Pakistan owning vast natural and cul-
tural beauty and religious tourism
potential can earn its due share,”
Rana Aftab said.

“Therefore keeping in view its
economic value, we need to ensure
better and secure environment and
ease of travelling for tourists to earn
direly needed foreign exchange,” he
pleaded. As we witnesses scattered
initiatives like participating in Travel
and Adventure Show 2023 at New
York and celebrating 2023 as China-
Pakistan Year of Tourism Exchange
also holding Gandhara Art Exhibition
at Palace Museum in Beijing, there is
dire need to widen this scope to other
countries for having due share in
global tourism economy.

For the purpose, we can promote
group tourism through registered and
licensed tour operators globally,
ensuring amicable environment for
international tourists.

Although PTDC arranges events
like National Ice Hockey
Championship at Ghulkin, Upper
Hunza to promote winter tourism yet
it also needs to broaden its spectrum
to highlight multiple sites for tourism
in world tourism market.

The statistics show that during
2021-22, around 91,185,177 local
tourists visited Northern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa tourists destinations
like Chitral, Kalash, Dir-Kumrat,
Swat, Kalam, Dasu, Kohistan,
Manshera and Naran.

But this figure stood just at 3,500
in terms of foreign tourists that is too
small for a country bestowed with
amazing landscape, pines and deodar
forests, rich historical and cultural
heritage, snow covered mountain
peaks in Himalaya, Hindukash and
Korakorum ranges and glaciers,
lakes, valleys, mesmerizing lush
green landscapes and unique flora
and fauna.

The country also boasts of 9000
years old history of mankind through
civilizations like Meher Garh,
Mohenjo-Daro and Gandhara and
protected archeological sites and its
potential for sports tourism is also
less to none presenting vast opportu-
nities for hiking, ice hockey, skating,
rock climbing and mountaineering.




( WHO assist Civil Hospital 1

HERAT (Agencies): Dr. Mohammad Arif
Jalali, head of civil hospital of Herat

province said that the

Organization assisted medical supplies
worth $260,000 to the hospital. He said that
the assistance included equipment and med-
icine that would resolve shortages of the
mentioned items from 40 to 50 percent for
the hospital. According to him, these assis-
tances could only meet 40-50% of medical

shortages in this hospital.
.
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( MoRR provided assistance 1

KABUL (Agencies): A delegation of the
Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation, who
traveled to Iran, provided cash assistance to
a number of Afghan refugees in that country.
Headed by Mohammad Jan Khadarkhil, a
senior official of the Ministry of Refugees
and Repatriation has traveled to Iran to meet
with Afghan refugees and homeless women
in Sistan Baluchistan province. The Ministry
delegation provided them with cash assis-
tance on their visits to that country.

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

IEA security forces
kill key Daesh fighter

KABUL (Agencies): The
Islamic Emirate’s intelli-
gence department says it
carried out an important
operation on a Daesh hide-
out in Kabul’s District 12,
killing a key Daesh fighter
who was involved in the
attack on the interior min-
istry mosque.

The department said on
Twitter that security forces
conducted a special opera-
tion on a Daesh hideout in
the Butkhaak district of
Kabul city, adding that
civilians were not harmed
in the attack.

The intelligence depart-
ment adds this special oper-
ation resulted in the death of
Asad Laghmani known as
“Qais”, who was involved
in the terror attack at the

interior ministry mosque.
Earlier, General Michael
Kurilla had warned that
within the next six months,
Daesh in Afghanistan will
have the potential to target
the US and other Western
countries’ interests. He fur-
ther added that the militant
group’s ability to conduct
operations in Asia and Eur-
ope is rapidly expanding.
In response to the US
general’s remarks, IEA’s
spokesperson Zabihullah
Mujahid rejected the pres-
ence of Daesh militants in
Afghanistan. Mujahid said
Daesh fighters have been
suppressed and targeted
across the country, and they
will not have a chance to
excel under the Islamic
Emirate regime in

Afghanistan.

It’s the US that dignifies
the presence of Daesh in
the country, which gives
the militant fighters the
moment to accelerate their
attack, and it needs to be
stopped, Mujahid added.

Nearly six months ago,
the mosque at the interior
ministry came  under
attack, claiming the lives of
four people, and injuring
25 others. Prior to this, IEA
security forces reported
several attacks on Daesh
hideouts in Kabul, Mazar-
e-Sharif, and other parts of
Afghanistan.

The Daesh group mean-
while has claimed responsi-
bility for several attacks in
Kabul and Mazar-e-Sharif
earlier.

Calls mount to reopen
Afghan schools for girls

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Female students in Kabul
said on the opening day of
the 1402 academic year that
they once again felt hope-
less as a result of the clos-
ing of their schools.

They asked the Islamic
Emirate to reopen girls’
schools above sixth grade
across the country.

Maryam, who was wait-
ing for the schools to open
along with thousands other
students, said: “Why are
schools closed to girls?
When there is no female
doctor, a woman should go
to a male doctor?”

“Today is the day of
despair for us. We were
waiting to go to school on
this day, but we were not
allowed to go to school,”
Sadaf, a student told
TOLOnews.

“Today, I have a very

bad feeling, because I could
not go to school. When I
see someone go to school, I
feel bad that why I cannot
20,” Amina, another stu-
dent in Kabul said.

Meanwhile, male stu-
dents are asking the current
government to allow girls
to be educated as well.

“We went to school, it
was great. One thing that
made me sad was that girls’
schools did not open,” said
Faizullah, a student.

“We ask the Islamic
Emirate to reopen girls’
schools because girls also
have a right to education, so
they serve their country,”
said Rouhullah, a student.

Several Kabul and Khost
residents asked the Islamic
Emirate to comply with the
people’s demand to open
schools for girls.

“This is the demand of

all the people and serious
attention should be paid to
these demands,” said Haji
Adam Khan, a tribal elder
of Khost.

“Girls’ schools should be
opened so that we have a

bright future,” said
Mohammad Hossein, a res-
ident of Kabul.

Earlier, the head of the
security department in
Parwan, Azizullah Omar,
told TOLOnews that
schools for female students
will reopen soon after the
work on the curriculum is
finished.

“There is no problem
about the start of schooling.
There is only a problem in
the curriculum. And there-
fore, a committee has been
formed for its reform. After
the confirmation of the
clerics, the schools will
start,” he said.

Karzal meets Charles III;
discuss Afghan situation

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Hamid Karzai, the former
president of Afghanistan,
met with Charles III, the
King of England, the
Ministry of State for

Foreign Affairs and the |

Prime Minister’s Special
Representative and several
Afghans in London.

In his meeting with the
king of England, the for-
mer president discussed
the situation in
Afghanistan and the begin-
ning of a national dialogue

for peace and stability in |

the country, said Tayeb
Javad, the former ambassa-
dor of Afghanistan, quoted
by BBC.

Sources said that Britain
is concerned about the cur-
rent situation in
Afghanistan and supports a
national dialogue for peace
and stability in the country.

Earlier, the Foreign
Ministry of the United
Kingdom advised British
citizens against all travel to
Afghanistan.

“You should not travel to

Afghanistan. The security
situation in Afghanistan re-
mains extremely volatile.
There is an ongoing and
high threat of terrorist att-
acks through Afghanistan,
including around the air-
port,” the announcement
said.

Following the withdraw-
al of the international
forces in August 2021, the
UK and the NATO member

states  shuttered  their
Embassies and Diplomatic
Missions in Afghanistan.

Due to several factors,
no country, not even the
UK, has yet recognized the
Taliban’s de facto rule as
the legitimate government
of Afghanistan.

The current government
is charged with violating
human and women’s rights
in Afghanistan.

Heavy
rainfall
kills three in
Afghanistan

KABUL (Khaama Press):
More than three people
have died, and seven have
been injured due to heavy
rainfall and flooding dur-
ing the last two days, the
National Disaster
Management  Authority
(NDMA) said.

On Friday and Saturday,
nine  provinces  were
affected by severe weather,
which resulted in the par-
tial or complete destruc-
tion of more than 756
homes.

Balkh, Zabul, Faryab,

Uruzgan, Nimroz,
Nangarhar, Kunar,
Nuristan, and Laghman

were the most severely
affected provinces.

Sahfihullah Rahimi, a
spokesperson  for the
Disaster Management
Authority, said that the
affected families were pro-
vided with necessities such
as food, tents and blankets.

And a team will send to
visit and survey the dam-
aged area.

Meanwhile, a powerful
earthquake of 6.5 magni-
tudes hit Afghanistan last
week, killing ten people,
injuring more than 60 oth-
ers, and damaging 800
houses, said NDMA.

Agencies adds: At least
three people, including a
child, died this week in
snowstorms and heavy
rain in the country,
Shafiullah  Rahimi, a
spokesman for the min-
istry of disaster manage-
ment confirmed.

The storms hit nine
provinces in the country
and injured seven people,
damaged or destroyed
more than 750 homes and
ruined farmland, Rahimi
said.

The nine provinces hit
hardest on Friday and
Saturday were Balkh,
Zabul, Faryab, Uruzgan,

Nimroz, Nangarhar,
Kunar, Nuristan, and
Laghman.

Rahimi said govern-

ment departments are pro-
viding families with basic
necessities, such as food,
tents and blankets.

Rahimi also said there
was no change in the death
toll from last Tuesday’s 6.5
magnitude earthquake that
struck much of
Afghanistan and neighbor-
ing Pakistan.

Ten people died and 60
were injured in
Afghanistan in the quake,
which damaged at least
800 houses across the
northern parts of the coun-
try.

Injustice, corruption
removed from higher
education sector: Nadim

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
acting minister of higher
education, Neda
Mohammad Nadim, on
Sunday said that injustice
and corruption have been
uprooted from the educa-
tion and higher education
sectors in the country.

Addressing a gathering
to mark the start of the new
school year, Nadim vowed
to address “all challenges”
facing the higher education
sector in Afghanistan.

“The Islamic Emirate
has ensured justice in the
higher education and edu-
cation sectors,” Nadim
said. “Today, students are
being enrolled and graduat-
ed from educational institu-
tions based on their ability.
No pressure, power and
nothing works here.”

Meanwhile, Afghanistan
Technical Vocational
Education and Training

Authority said that the edu-
cation curriculum of the
institution meets interna-
tional norms. “We were able
to rise the graph of the cur-
riculum based on interna-

tional norms,” said Ghulam
Haidar Shahamat, head of
the Afghanistan Technical
Vocational Education and
Training Authority.

Based on information

from Afghanistan Technical
Vocational Education and
Training Authority, Afgha-
nistan has 370 technical
institutes that have enrolled
over 50,000 students.

HRW calls on Afghan govt to stop
attacking girls’ right to education

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Human Right Watch (HRW)
in a report released, asked
the caretaker government to
reverse the ban on girls’ edu-
cation and reopen schools
and universities for girls and
women in Afghanistan.

The report further high-
lights that the ruling regime
should stop attacking the
future of girls, women and
the country, adding that cur-
rently, Afghanistan is the
only country banning girls
from secondary school.

The organization expre-
ssed concern about the

world’s passive approach to
dealing with the Taliban,
and how the group’s gen-
der-based discrimination
has negatively affected the
future of women and girls
in Afghanistan.

“The Taliban regime has
made Afghanistan the only
country barring girls from
secondary school. They had
promised to respect human
rights, the rights of women
and girls in particular.

However, with the
beginning of the new aca-
demic year, they sent
teenage girls back home,”

Sahar Fetrat, Assistant
Researcher, Women’s Rig-
hts Division of HRW, said.
The caretaker regime
reopened secondary school
for boys in March 2022 but
barred girls above grade six
from attending classes. In
December, the group expa-
nded the bans to university
education for female stu-
dents and female workers of
non-governmental aid orga-
nizations, which prompted
widespread criticism within
Afghanistan and beyond.
“No country can imagine
a prosperous future without

educated girls and women,
and Afghanistan, with the
highest level of illiteracy in
the world, is facing a dark
future,” HRW reported stat-
ed. The statement further
highlighted how the Taliban
doubled down on their dis-
regard for women last year
by banning women’s uni-
versity education too.
Therefore, HRW called
on the world leader to take
prompt, pragmatic, and
meaningful actions against
the Taliban’s policies for
continuously  repressing
Afghan women and girls.

MoEW warns of floods
possibility in some provinces

KABUL (Agencies): The
Ministry of Energy and
Water has warned of the
possibility of floods in
some provinces. The Min-
istry said that 21 provinces
are in the danger of floods
possibility, most of which
are central provinces, are
expected to have floods.
The possibility of floods
and rising sea levels in
some areas of the country’s

sea basins is predicted from
the 6 to 7 in this year, the
Ministry added.

As the climatic changes
and on the basis of the
comparative analysis of
hydro meteorological sta-
tion figures, and also taking
into account the prediction
of the National
Meteorological Department
and international reliable
agencies that there is a pos-

sibility of successive heavy
rain and snow accompanied
by flash floods in the
marine area (Panj Amo,
Shamal, Harirud, Helmand
and Kabul) are expected.
The possibility of floods,
along with melting snow
and rising water levels along
the seas (Kokcha, Taleqan,
Baghlan, Samangan, Balkh,
Jawzjan, Faryab, Badghis,
Herat, Farah, Uruzgan,

Arghandab, Logar, Maidan
Wardak, Kabul, Khost),
Paktia, Paktika, Ghorband,
Panjshir, Kunar and
Laghman) and some related
floods effected sites.

The Ministry of Energy
and Water in its statement
asked the residents of the
mentioned sites to refrain
from approaching the
coasts of the seas, mainly
during floods or high water.

BBC Farsi closes after 82 years of
broadcasting in Afghanistan

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) has
announced that after 82
years of operation, BBC
Farsi Radio would stop
broadcasting.

The final program of
BBC Farsi Radio will be
broadcast today, Sunday,
March 26.

The corporation

announced the closure of
BBC Farsi and Arabic
radio in September last
year as part of “strategic
changes” to focus on pub-
lishing content on digital
platforms.

The World Service said
in September 2022 that it
planned to cut costs by clos-
ing its Persian and Arabic
radio station, but an online

service will continue.

At least 382 employees
of the BBC World Service
will lose their jobs. The
World Service had stated
that it aims to save £28.5m
million by closing Persian
and Arabic radio stations as
part of a more considerable
effort to save £500 million
yearly.

The broadcaster has said

that the cuts result from
years of UK government-
imposed limits on license
fees below inflation, in
addition to the rising cost of
producing programs.

Also, the corporation
will stop producing radio
content in ten other lan-
guages, including Chinese
and Hindi.

The BBC launched its

first Farsi radio service as
part of its Empire Service
on December 29, 1940,
with support from the
Foreign Office during
World War Second.

BBC Farsi broadcasting
service provides the latest
political, social, economic
and sports news relevant to
Afghanistan, Iran and
Tajikistan.

Last week saw violence claiming 18 lives in Afghanistan

KABUL (Pajhwok): Some
sources once again asked
the caretaker government
last week to reopen educa-
tion centers for teenage
girls in the new academic
year that started on
Tuesday. The two former
presidents of Afghanistan
again stressed on a national
dialogue in the country.

Casualties

Last week, 18 people
were killed and 22 others
were injured in separate
incidents of  violence
nationwide.

Islamic Emirate spoke-
sman Zabihullah Mujahid
said three Daesh militants
were killed during an oper-
ation on their hideout in the
Arzan Qimat area in the
limits of the 12th security
district of Kabul.

Six members of a family
were killed in a hand
grenade blast in Ghor and
in a similar incident, two
children lost their lives and
five others were injured in
Badakhshan province.

One child was killed and
five others were injured in
Ghazni province when an
unexploded ordnance went

off and two people were
injured in a similar blast in
Parwan province.

Unknown gunmen killed
two people in Jawzjan and
three people in Faryab and
one person was found dead
under mysterious circum-
stances in Jawzjan
province.

In Badghis, one person
died after accidently shoot-
ing himself with his gun. In
Khost province, one person
was killed and six others
injured during an armed
clash between two families
over land ownership.

A charred body of a
child was found in Zabul
province and one of the

victims of last week’s
explosion in Balkh died in
hospital.

In the previous week, 16
people were killed and 27
others were injured in vari-
ous incidents of violence
across the country.

Before the regime
change in August 2021,
hundreds of civilians,
insurgents and government
forces would get killed and
wounded each week.

World’s  interaction

with Kabul
Two days ago, Abdulaziz
Kamilov, Uzbekistan

National Security Council
advisor, heading a delega-
tion, arrived in Kabul and
met with deputy prime min-
ister Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar. Kamilov said his
country had supported
Afghanistan in internation-
al forums and meetings and
wanted cooperation with
the caretaker government
of Afghanistan.

Former Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan said
that the international com-
munity should increase
interaction with the care-
taker Afghan government if
it wanted to protect human
rights in Afghanistan.

Last week, deputy prime
minister for political affairs
Mullah Abdul Kabit met
UNAMA deputy head
Markus Potzel and asked
the international communi-
ty to take steps towards rec-

ognizing the Islamic
Emirate.

Similarly, acting Foreign
Minister Maulvi Amir

Khan Muttagqi called for the
lifting of curbs the west,

particularly the US, had
imposed on Afghanistan
and for world’s interaction
with Afghanistan.

The Islamic Emirate has
so far dispatched diplomats
to 14 countries and is eye-
ing to take charge of more
embassies and consulates
of Afghanistan in other
countries.

Different statements on
Daesh presence in
Afghanistan

CENCOM commander
for Middle East, General
Michael Corella, says
Daesh threats have
increased in Afghanistan
and the group may also
threaten the United States.

However, IEA
spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid rejected the state-
ments of the American offi-
cials about Daesh strength
in Afghanistan as untrue.

He added the rebel group
had been suppressed and
the interest of the American
authorities in the matter and
representing the group big-
ger itself aided and abetted
Daesh insurgents, some-
thing must be stopped.

Americans detained in

Afghanistan

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken says they
are working to assist 44
Americans waiting for exit-
ing Afghanistan.

Blinken said this while
testifying before Congress,
where members of the
opposition Republican
Party faulted the US exit
from Afghanistan in 2021.

They requested the
release of a State Depart-
ment internal dissent cable.

Blinken, in response to a
question, said that the care-
taker government was deta-
ining “several Americans”.

Asked  how  many
Americans remained in the
war-torn country, the secre-
tary of state responded:
“There are several Ameri-
cans whom the Taliban are
detaining. We are working
to secure their freedom.”

The top US diplomat
added: “The families have
asked that we protect their
identities and not speak
publicly about their cases.”

However, Zabihullah
Mujahid rejected his claim,
saying no American citizen
was with them and no

American had been arrested
recently.

School year starts with-
out millions of teenage
girls

The new academic year
started on March 21, but
classes of girls above sixth
grade did not resume.

The Ministry of
Education said in a state-
ment about girls’ education
that female students from
class first to six attended
their classes.

For girl students, a safe
educational environment
and necessary facilities
must be provided by
observing all Sharia princi-
ples. All teachers, adminis-
trative staff and service
staff should be female.

However, the statement
said nothing about girls’
secondary and high school
education.

The United Nations has
said that the new school
year started in Afghanistan
while more than one mil-
lion girls remain deprived
of education.

Markus Potzel,
UNAMA deputy head, dur-
ing a meeting with deputy

prime minister for political
affairs Maulvi Abdul Kabir
once again called for open-
ing the doors of education
centers for girls.

Zalmay Khalilzad, for-
mer US special representa-
tive for reconciliation in
Afghanistan, recently asked
the caretaker government to
fix the date for reopening of
girl schools and universities
in near future.

UN experts, who met in
Geneva, Switzerland, last
week said it was not justifi-
able to ban girls from edu-
cation in Afghanistan.
They asked the Islamic
Emirate to reopen schools

for girls.

The United Nations
Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) has also

expressed concern about
the continued closure of
schools for girls and
requested the opening of

secondary schools for
girls.

Former president Hamid
Karzai also asked the

Islamic Emirate to open the

doors of schools and uni-

versities for girls.
However, caretaker gov-

ernment says all women
will be allowed to study
until a plan is drawn up in
this regard within the
framework of Islamic law.

Emphasis on national
dialogue

Former President Ashraf
Ghani said in a message on
the occasion of the new
solar year that the Afghans
were tired of wars and were
demanding permanent sta-
bility, something they were
deprived of for the last 50
years.

“Now more than ever, it
is necessary that we all
work towards this goal by
starting a national dia-
logue.”

His predecessor Hamid
Karzai once again asked the
caretaker government to
start the dialogue between
Afghans without delay.

Abdullah Abdullah, head
of the High Council for
National Reconciliation in
the previous government,
stressed on unity and
national partnership
between Afghans, saying
the Afghans could come out
of the difficult times by by
accepting each other.




Efforts on to put
economy back on track of
sustainable growth: Dar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator
Muhamme Ishaq Dar has
said that the government is
making all possible efforts
to steer the economy of the
difficult situation in order
to put it on the path of sus-
tainable economic growth.

Addressing as chief
guest an Iftar dinner hosted
by the Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) in honor of foreign
diplomats, Dar said that
friendly countries were
expected to materialize
their commitments with
Pakistan that would pave
the way to close the deal
with the IMF and revive the
economy.

He said that in 2016,
Pakistan was a rising econ-
omy as it was expected to
become the world's 18th-
strongest economy, but was
now facing serious eco-
nomic challenges.

He said that Pakistan
would not default and the
government was making all
possible efforts to steer it
out of a difficult situation in
order to put it on the path of
sustainable economic
growth. He lauded the ini-

tiative of ICCI for hosting
an Iftar dinner for diplo-
mats. Speaking at the occa-
sion, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President ICCI
urged the government to
ensure consistency in eco-
nomic policies that would
enable the business com-
munity and investors to
invest in Pakistan with con-
fidence. He assured that the
business community would
fully support the govern-
ment in its efforts to revive
the economy.

He highlighted the busi-
ness and investment oppor-
tunities in Pakistan for
diplomats and said that
Pakistan was a huge market
of over 220 million con-
sumers and offered great
investment opportunities in
various sectors of its econo-
my. He said that foreign
investors should transfer
technology to Pakistan and
explore joint ventures and
investments in areas of
interest.

Tariq Fazal Chaudhry,
former federal minister said
that the government was
determined to promote ease
of doing business and
hoped that the current diffi-
cult phase would be over

soon. Faad Waheed, Senior
Vice President ICCI said
that  Pakistan needed
exports to overcome its for-
eign exchange crisis and
hoped that the foreign
diplomats would fully
cooperate with Pakistan in
realizing this goal.
Engineer Azhar ul Islam
Zafar, Vice President ICCI
thanked the chief guest,
diplomats and all the partic-
ipants for attending the Iftar
dinner. He said that if the
government created a more
conducive business envi-
ronment, the private sector
would be able to improve
the health of the economy.
Junaid Afzal, Chairman,
Nova Group said that with
the efforts of Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President
ICCI, Nova Group was
working out on an attrac-
tive discounted package of
residential and commercial
plots for the members of
the business community.
He said that Nova Group
would cooperate with ICCI
for the establishment of an
industrial park in the
region. Zafar Bakhtawari,
former President ICCI said
the business community is
hopeful  that Finance

Minister Ishaq Dar will
soon conclude a deal with
the IMF that will enable
Pakistan to cope with its
current economic crisis. He
urged the government to
work hard to end the coun-
try’s reliance on foreign
loans and make it self-suffi-
cient and assured that the
business community would
fully support in achieving
this goal.

Atadjan  Movlamov,
Ambassador of
Turkmenistan, Yerzhan
Kistafin Ambassador of
Kazakhstan, Khazar
Farhadov Ambassador of
Azerbaijan, Ulanbek

Totuiaev Ambassador of
Kyrgyzstan,Dr. Mehmet
Pacaci Ambassador of
Turkey, Adam M. Tugio
Ambassador of Indonesia,
Dr. Ramez Alraee,
Ambassador of Syria, and
diplomats of many other
countries including Saudi
Arabia, Australia,
Malaysia, Poland, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Republic
of Turkish Northern
Cyprus attended the Iftar
Dinner. They appreciated
the ICCI for hosting a
magnificent Iftar
dinner for them.
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HYDERABAD: A women cast her vote during" the by-election in union council 28 in Hyderabad.

Fawad says PM Shehbaz gave ‘ill
response’ to President Alvi's letter

LAHORE (NNI): Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) senior vice president
Fawad Chaudhry on Sunday said
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif gave
an ill response to President Dr Arif
Alvi’s letter written within the consti-
tutional provisions.

Mr Alvi had, earlier, asked the PM
to direct the concerned authorities to
assist the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) for elections in
Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
line with the Supreme Court's order
for holding elections to avoid any
complication including the contempt
of court. Addressing a presser along
with PTI general secretary Asad
Umar, he said the way PM had
responded to the president’s letter
was enough to dawn [on people] how
lowly a man he was. “There is no
space for forced disappearances in
the country and the country is not far
from constitutional government”, he
added. He said hundreds of thousands
of people rejected the tactics being
employed by the fascist government
at the PTI's Minar-e-Pakistan rally on

Saturday night adding that the entire
country was standing beside PTI
chief Imran Khan.

“All ways leading to Minar-e-
Pakistan were blocked using contain-
ers and we cannot find an equiva-
lence to this government’s oppres-
sion”, he added. People were being
captured from Lahore and termed
“missing persons”, he said, and FIA
was serving notices on them.

He alluded that he had not wit-
nessed the worse treatment of politi-
cal workers adding that women were
being harassed inside their homes.
“We cannot tolerate such ill-treat-
ment”, he added.

He went on to say that so far six
persons had died in the pursuit of
obtaining subsidized flour bags
imploring where they [the govern-
ment] had brought this country to.

“The incumbent government will
drag down the country to the
Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF)
grey list again”, he added. Oil prices
had decreased in the international
market, he said, but they increased in

Pakistan. He said politics was defined
as trekking forward after looking into
others’ arguments adding that the way
the government was moving forward
had given rise to a big crisis in the
country. “You are so afraid that you
are distancing yourself from elections
and all eyes are on the Supreme
Court”, he added.

Mr Umar said there would be no
space for democracy in the country if
the country was run the way it was
being run adding that next week
would be decisive in the country’s
history. “Country has no longer a
judiciary of the 1950s and everyone
will see the judiciary defending the
country”, he added.

He continued saying that a case was
lodged against Hassaan Niazi in
Lahore after being commuted to
Quetta adding they [the government]
were taking the country to nothing but
destruction. “People came out on their
own for the PTI’s rally on Saturday
night and they did not do so for Mr
Khan”, he added. Fascism was, he
said, at its peak in the country.

Russia, China are not creating
military alliance, Putin says

MOSCOW (Reuters):
Russia and China are not
creating a military alliance
and the  cooperation
between their armed forces
is "transparent", President
Vladimir Putin said in com-
ments broadcast on Sunday,
days after hosting Chinese
leader Xi Jinping in the
Kremlin.

Putin and Xi professed
friendship and pledged
closer ties, including in the
military sphere, during
their March 20-21 summit,
as Russia struggles to make
battlefield gains in what it
calls a "special military
operation" in Ukraine.

"We are not creating any
military  alliance  with
China," Putin said on state
television. "Yes, we have
cooperation in the sphere of
military-technical interac-
tion. We are not hiding this.
"Everything is transparent,
there is nothing secret."

China and Russia signed
a "no limits" partnership
accord in early 2022, just
weeks before Putin sent
tens of thousands of troops
into Ukraine. Beijing has
refrained from criticising
Putin's decision and has

touted a peace plan for
Ukraine. The West has dis-
missed its proposals as a
ploy to buy Putin more time
to rebuild his forces in
Ukraine.

Washington has said
recently that it fears Beijing
could arm Russia, some-
thing China denies.

In his televised remarks,
Putin dismissed suggestions
that Moscow's increased ties
with Beijing in areas such
as energy and finance
meant that Russia was
becoming overly dependent
on China, saying these
were the views of "jealous
people”.

"For decades many have
desired turning China
against the Soviet Union
and Russia, and vice
versa," he said. "We under-
stand the world we live in.
We really value our mutual
relations and the level they
have reached in recent
years." Putin also accused
the United States and
NATO of seeking to build a
new global "axis" that he
said bore some resem-
blance to the World War
Two alliance between Nazi
Germany, fascist Italy and

imperial Japan.

Putin named Australia,
New Zealand and South
Korea as being in line to
join a "global NATO" and
referenced a defence agree-
ment signed by Britain and
Japan earlier this year.

"That is why Western
analysts... are talking about
the West starting to build a
new axis similar to the one
created in the 1930s by the
fascist regimes of Germany
and Italy and militarist
Japan," he said.

NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg
has visited Japan and South
Korea this year, and
stressed the importance of
the Atlantic alliance work-
ing closely with partners in
the Indo-Pacific region. He
has also spoken of rising
tensions between the West
and China and urged more
military  support  for
Ukraine. Putin has depicted
Russia's actions in Ukraine
as a defensive pushback
against an aggressive hos-
tile West, drawing parallels
with  Moscow's  fight
against invading Nazi
German forces during World
‘War Two.

PML-N’s plan is to eradicate
“Imranm Fitna” with the power
of vote: Rana Sana

ISLAMABAD,(APP):Inte
rior Minister Rana Sana
Ullah on Sunday said that
the Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N)’s
plan is to eradicate Imrani
Fitna” with the power of
vote.Talking to a private
news channel he said that
the Chairman Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)
Imran Niazi was respon-
sible for the current polit-
ical instability and chaos
that has spread in the
country at the moment,
while the responsibili-
ty of whatever result
will be on him
alone.“From 2014 till

today, Imran was on the
same agenda that the
country would suffer
chaos”, he added.Minister
said that Imran Khan took
all unconstitutional meas-
ures to end the political
existence of PML-N dur-
ing his regime, because
according to him, the
biggest  problem  of
Pakistan was the opposi-
tion and every person who
was  disagreed  with
him.Keeping in view the
seriousness of the internal
country’s affairs, he said
in response to an anchor’s
question, “Point of No
Return”, that we invited

Imran on the Charter of
Economy, but we were
vilified in return. PTI
chief refuses to accept
differences of opinion,
while he has turned poli-
tics into enmity, he
added.On the question
about Azhar Mashwani, he
said that political propagan-
da is being done by Imran
Khan on this issue.He ques-
tioned regarding the trans-
parency in elections if held
in phases, “No one
would believe in the
results of elections and
this would further cre-
ate another political
crisis”, he concluded.

Ministry issues
new guidelines
for private
security guards

LAHORE (PPI) The
Interior Ministry has issued
new guidelines for private
security guards, wherein no
private guard can interfere
with police work.

According  to  the
Ministry of Interior on
Sunday, neither private
security guards can restrain
nor they resist law-enforce-
ment officials.

“If the security guard
stops the police, it will be a
violation of clause 186 of the
PPC Act,” and that the
licence of the concerned
security company will be
cancelled for violating the
law. The Ministry of Interior
has sent guidelines to all
security guard companies.
Moreover, it has also notified
the four chief secretaries, as
well as inspectors general of
police, about the notification
issued on Sunday.

Hassaan Niazi
handed over to
Punjab police

QUETTA (NNI): A district
and sessions court in Quetta
handed over Barrister
Hassaan Niazi, the nephew
of former prime minister
Imran Khan, to Punjab police
on one-day transit remand.
Judicial Magistrate
Kaleemullah approved one-
day transit remand of PTI
leader Hassan Niazi.

Sources said that a delega-
tion of Lahore police were
present in Quetta for the cus-
tody of Hassaan Niazi. In the
letter, the home department
noted the PTI leader was
wanted by Lahore Police in
FIR No. 388/23. It also
directed IG Balochistan to
ensure ‘foolproof” security of
Imran Khan’s nephew. The
Quetta police had registered
a case against Hassan Khan
Niazi for inciting violence
and interfering in govern-
ment affairs. Earlier, a judi-
cial magistrate handed over
Barrister Hassan Khan Niazi,
the nephew of former prime
minister Imran Khan to
Quetta police on one-day
transit remand.

Imran does not want elections, rather
he wants selection again: Marriyum

LAHORE (APP): Minister for
Information and  Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb said on Sunday
that Imran Khan was not interested in
elections in the country, he actually
wanted his selection as Prime
Minister again.

Addressing a press conference
here, she said that Imran's Khan's
tamashas of cypher, long march,
avoid the jail campaign, elections,
Zaman Park, attacks and threats to the
courts have reached their conclusion.

Marriyum said the people of
Pakistan remember his tenure as a
‘black chapter in the history of the
country as they were paying the price
of Imran’s four year misrule which
was marked by corruption, incompe-
tence and inefficiency.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
Chairman Imran Khan did not have
political issues, rather he was facing
psychological problems.

She said last year Imran Khan had
concocted the fake narrative of for-
eign conspiracy for toppling his gov-
ernment which was accepted by fol-
lowers of his cult and PTI social
media gang working from abroad
claimed that imported government
had been installed in Pakistan.

The narrative of international con-
spiracy started from cypher, blaming
the United States, Nawaz Sharif,
Shehbaz Sharif and then caretaker
Punjab Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi.
Those who accused the US of conspir-
acy were now tendering apologies and
seeking pardon, she said, ridiculing
the PTL. She wondered how the fol-
lowers of PTI still believe in baseless
allegations of Imran Khan. The minis-
ter said that yesterday the people of
Lahore completely rejected Imran
Khan and the PTI had to use old pic-
tures and even Minar-e-Pakistan was
removed from the pictures. The minis-
ter said that on failure of the cypher

narrative, Imran started a long march
which was doomed while giving it
Islamic touch, Jail Bharo movement
was started after the long march disas-
ter during which journalists and police
personnel were martyred. The police
officials were fired at from the houses
of PTI leaders.

She said Imran was always ready
to lead and address political rallies
and marches but when the courts
summoned him, he started making
excuses of his old age, injury, dis-
eases and above all threat to life.

The minister said that Imran, who
refused to go to court, went to Minar-
e-Pakistan to address a rally. She said
he was neither sick, nor was he an
elderly person, nor he faced any
threat to life when going to address
the rally but he will not go to court to
face cases of foreign funding,
Toshakhana and Tyrian Khan.

Marriyum Aurangzeb said that the
constitution and law of the land could
not follow the dictates of a person
who had the mindset of a devil. She
said terrorists were present in Zaman
Park from where petrol bombs were
thrown at police and slingshots and
stones were used. The minister said
that if Imran wanted fresh elections,
why did he dissolve the National
Assembly after no-confidence motion
was tabled and why did he force the
Speaker, deputy speaker and even the
president to violate the constitution?

Castigating Imran Khan's so-called
10 point agenda, she said Imran
Khan's PTI ruled Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for ten years, it
remained in power at Centre and
Punjab for almost four years but set a
record of bad governance and corrup-
tion. Taking a jibe at Imran, she said
he was supposed to revive the nation-
al economy through ‘buffalos and
eggs’ but the country’s loans were
nearly doubled in only 4 years' time.

She said when Imran Khan,
Bushra Bibi, Farah Gogi and other
looters from PTI would be brought to
book, rule of law would be estab-
lished in Pakistan.

About Imran Khan's claim of
preparing a database of the poor, she
said Benazir Income Support
Program was a database which he
shamelessly renamed as Ehsas pro-
gram. She said if Imran would make
a database, the beneficiaries would be
Pinki Peerni, Farah Gogi and
Shehzad Akbar etc.

She said during his tenure, Imran
Khan only renamed the public wel-
fare projects of the previous govern-
ment. She said the PML-N health
program was given the title of Health
Insaf Card whereas PML-N youth
programme was renamed as Kamyab
Jawan programme but he could not
run these programmes.

She said Imran claimed to provide
50,00,000 housing units to the poor
segments of society and create 10
million jobs, but on the contrary, over
10 million people lost jobs during
PTI rule and he failed to build hous-
ing units for the poor. She said that
the house building scheme was taken
over by Bushra Bibi through Al-
Qadir Trust. Instead Imran Khan
plunged the national economy in the
Tsunami of unemployment and infla-
tion due to which the common man
suffered badly. About Imran’s claims
to control money laundering, she said
that the PTI chairman should submit
a reply to foreign funding case in the
court, and the money laundering issue
would get settled.

She said it was ironic that a person
who laundered money by using private
jets was talking about controlling
money laundering. She also said that
Imran got approval from the cabinet to
hand over $190 million public money
to a private party.

US lawmaker says FBI briefed him on
Trump’s rhetoric over New York probe

WASHINGTON (Reuters): U.S.
Senator Mark Warner said on Sunday
he was briefed by the FBI on Donald
Trump's rhetoric after the former
president verbally lashed out at a
New York prosecutor overseeing a
grand jury investigation into alleged
hush-money payments.

"I have been briefed by the FBI.
They say they are fully prepared,”
Warner, a Democrat and the chair of
the Senate Intelligence Committee,
told CNN on Sunday. "They have
seen no specific threats but the level
of rhetoric on some of these right-
wing sites has increased.”

Trump, who is seeking the
Republican nomination for the 2024
presidential elections, has ramped up
his rhetoric against New York prose-
cutors probing his hush-money pay-
ment to porn star Stormy Daniels.
Prosecutors have said they would not
be intimidated.

Trump has specifically condemned

Manhattan District Attorney Alvin
Bragg in multiple posts on his Truth
Social media site since March 18
when the former president wrongly
predicted he would be arrested three
days later. Trump has warned of
potential "death & destruction" if he
faced criminal charges.

Trump falsely claims his defeat in
2020 was the result of fraud - a claim
that inspired his followers to launch a
deadly Jan. 6, 2021, assault on the
U.S. Capitol in a failed bid to stop
Congress from certifying the election
of Democratic President Joe Biden,
who bested the Republican Trump by
more than seven million votes.

Trump's lawyer, Joseph Tacopina,
said on Sunday that some of Trump's
online attacks against Bragg were ill-
advised. "I'm not his social media
consultant. I think that was an ill-
advised post that one of his social
media people put up & he quickly
took down," Tacopina told NBC

News in reference to a post by Trump
of his image holding a baseball bat
next to Bragg.

New York City Mayor Eric Adams
also said on Sunday the city was pre-
pared for any fallout from a potential
Trump indictment.

"We are just going to be ready no
matter what happens," Adams told
PIX11 on Sunday.

Daniels, an adult film actress and
director whose real name is Stephanie
Clifford, has said she received money
in exchange for keeping silent about a
sexual encounter she had with Trump
in 2006. Trump has denied ever hav-
ing an affair with Daniels, and has
called the payment a "simple private
transaction.” He has said he did not
commit a crime and has called the
investigation, one of many legal hur-
dles that he faces, politically motivat-
ed. The Manhattan grand jury prob-
ing Trump is expected to reconvene
in the coming week.

Kyiv says Russia took Minsk
‘hostage’ with tactical nukes plan

KYIV (AFP/APP): Kyiv on Sunday
said Russia took Minsk as a "nuclear
hostage" after President Vladimir
Putin announced the deployment of
tactical nuclear weapons to Belarus,
bringing the arms to a country at the
gates of the European Union.

Putin, who has issued thinly veiled
warnings that Russia could use
nuclear weapons if threatened, said
the move was similar to the United
States transferring weapons to allies.

"The Kremlin took Belarus as a
nuclear hostage," the secretary of
Ukraine's National Security and
Defence Council, Oleksiy Danilov,
wrote on Twitter.

He added that the move was "a
step towards the internal destabiliza-
tion of the country".

On Saturday, Putin announced
Russia would station tactical nuclear
weapons to neighbour and ally
Belarus "without violating our inter-
national agreements on nuclear non-
proliferation”. Ukrainian presidential
aide Mykhaylo Podolyak on Sunday
accused the Russian leader of breach-

ing such obligations.

"(Putin) admits that he is afraid of
losing and all he can do is scare" peo-
ple, Podolyak also said on Twitter.

Strongman Alexander
Lukashenko, who has been in power
in Belarus for almost 30 years, is a
key Putin ally.

Back in February 2022, Minsk
allowed the Kremlin to launch its
invasion of Ukraine from Belarusian
territory.

Fears have since risen that Belarus
may join its ally's offensive, but
Lukashenko said he would do so
"only if attacked".

In an interview broadcasted
Saturday, Putin said the move to
deploy tactical nuclear weapons to
Belarus was "nothing unusual".

"The United States has been doing
this for decades. They have long
placed their tactical nuclear weapons
on the territory of their allies," Putin
said. Putin said he spoke to
Lukashenko and said "we agreed to
do the same." Russia will start train-
ing crews on April 3 and plans to fin-

ish the construction of a special stor-
age facility for tactical nuclear
weapons by July 1.

Putin has previously said nuclear
tensions were 'rising" globally but
that Moscow would not deploy first.

The Russian leader said renewed
discussions with Lukashenko on the
issue were spurred by a British offi-
cial's suggestion to send depleted ura-
nium weapons to Ukraine.

Russia will respond if the West
supplied Ukraine with such ammuni-
tion, he added.

"Russia of course has what it needs
to answer. Without exaggeration, we
have hundreds of thousands of such
shells. We have not used them yet."

He said the weapons "can be
classified as the most harmful and
hazardous for humans... and also
for the environment". Depleted ura-
nium munitions are highly effective
at piercing armour plate, but their
use is controversial. The metal is
toxic for the soldiers who use the
weapons and for civilians in areas
where they are fired.
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