PM summons Tarar

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif summoned Federal Law
Minister Azam Nazir Tarar to get a
briefing about the Punjab Elections case
hearing in Supreme Court on Monday.
The law minister will give a briefing to
the Prime Minister regarding hearing of’
the Supreme Court, says sources. In the
meeting, there will also be a consulta-
tion regarding the appointment of the

Mansoor named as new AG
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi
has accepted the resignation of

The

Frontier Post

Attorney General of Pakistan Barrister
Shehzad Ata Elahi and appointed

Advocate Supreme Court Mansoor
Usman Awan as the new Attorney
General. The President accepted the
resignation and made the appointment
on the advice of the Prime Minister

under article 100 of the constitution.
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RAWALPINDI: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif visits free Atta distribution points established under
PM's Ramazan Package for deserving families.

SC judges raise questions
over ‘unbridled’ powers of CJP

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): In an
unusual development in the top court,
two judges of the Supreme Court
raised questions over the powers of
the chief justice of Pakistan (CJP),
saying the apex court “cannot be
dependent on the solitary decision of
one man, the Chief Justice”.

In a 27-page detailed ruling —
claimed to be the judgement in
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf's (PTI) plea
over the delay in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa elections — Justice
Syed Mansoor Ali Shah and Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail pointed out
that it is important “to revisit the
power of ‘one-man show’ enjoyed by
the office of the Chief Justice of
Pakistan [Umar Ata Bandial]".

The development comes minutes
after the Supreme Court served notice
to the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), adjourning the hear-
ing on PTI’s petition challenging the
electoral body’s orders to put off
Punjab Assembly elections till
October 8. “This court cannot be
dependent on the solitary decision of
one man, the Chief Justice, but must
be regulated through a rule-based
system approved by all Judges of the
Court under Article 191 of the
Constitution, in regulating the exer-
cise of its jurisdiction under Article
184(3) including the exercise of suo
motu jurisdiction; the constitution of
Benches to hear such cases; the con-
stitution of Regular Benches to hear
all the other cases instituted in this
Court; and the constitution of Special
Benches,” it read.

Highlighting the drawback of run-
ning a “one-man show”, Justice Shah
and Justice Mandokhail mentioned
that it leads to the concentration of
power in the hands of one individual,
making the system more susceptible
to the abuse of power. “In contrast, a
collegial system with checks and bal-
ances helps prevent the abuse and

mistakes in the exercise of power and
promote transparency and accounta-
bility,” they mentioned, adding that it
also ensures good governance as it
rests on collaboration, shared deci-
sion-making and balance of power.

“When one person has too much
power, there is a risk that the institu-
tion may become autocratic and insu-
lated, resulting in one-man policies
being pursued, which may have a ten-
dency of going against the rights and
interests of the people,” the document
read. The two judges, mentioning that
the justice system stands on public
trust and confidence reposed in it,
emphasised that “one-man show
needs a revisit as it limits diverse per-
spectives, concentrates power, and
increases the risk of an autocratic
rule”.

They mentioned that the chief jus-
tice of this court was conferred with
wide discretion in the matter of con-
stituting benches and assigning cases
to them under the present Supreme
Court Rules 1980. “Ironically, this
court has time and again held how
public functionaries ought to struc-
ture their discretion but has miserably
failed to set the same standard for
itself leaving the chief justice with
unfettered powers in the matter of
regulating the jurisdiction under
Article 184(3) (including suo motu)
and in matters of constituting bench-
es and assigning cases.

“It is this unbridled power enjoyed
by the chief justice in taking up any
matter as a suo motu case and in con-
stituting special benches after the
institution of the cases and assigning
cases to them that has brought severe
criticism and lowered the honour and
prestige of this court.” They said that
the court has been ushered into a
“political thicket” by the “suo motu”
proceedings and the connected con-
stitution petitions, which commenced
last year with the dissolution of the

National Assembly of Pakistan and
reached the dissolution of the provin-
cial assemblies of two provinces this
year after passing through the dis-
putes over the matters of counting of
votes of defected members of politi-
cal parties and election to the office
of the chief minister of a province,
and that too, in the exercise of its
original jurisdiction under Article
184(3) of the Constitution.

Juxtaposing the majoritarian ver-
dict as “dictatorship”, Justice Shah
and Justice Mandokhail said that
democracy does not mean majoritari-
an rule. “The essence of democracy is
the participation of all concerned in
the decision-making process and
arriving at collective decisions by
accommodating differences of inter-
est and opinion to a possible extent.

“Taking all decisions only by
majority rule is no less dictatorship,
and the absolutist approach to contro-
versial issues is the hallmark of
extremists.” The two top court judges
suggested that in order to build a
strong, open and transparent institu-
tion, “we have to move towards a
rule-based institution”.

“The discretion of the Chief
Justice needs to be structured through
rules,” they asserted, adding that the
court has held that structuring discre-
tion means regularising it, organising
it and producing order in it, which
helps achieve transparency, consis-
tency and equal treatment in deci-
sion-making — the hallmarks of the
rule of law. They highlighted the
seven instruments that are usually
described as useful in the structuring
of discretionary power, which
include: open plans, open policy
statements, open rules, open findings,
open reasons, open precedents, fair
procedure. "[...] This court needs to
be rule-based and those rules should
be uniform, open and available to the
public," they added.

Abbasi says

in favour of

‘polls within
90 days’

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
former prime minister
(PM) and PML-N leader
on Monday said that he in
favour of ‘elections within
90 days’.

In an interview with
private TV news channel,
the PML-N leader said
that he still stands by his
stance to hold elections
within 90 days but it is
ECP’s responsibility. The
constitution also asks the
state institutions to assist
the ECP in holding elec-
tions, he added. The for-
mer prime minister Shahid
Khagan Abbasi said “Now
the supreme court will see
this matter as the ECP had
said they cannot hold elec-
tions.”

He further said that if
any political party violates
the constitution, the state
takes action against it but
he is not in favour of base-
less allegations against
political  parties. The
PML-N leader Shahid
Khagan Abbasi said that
Nawaz Sharif is his leader,
Maryam Nawaz is the
party’s chief organizer and
Shehbaz Sharif is the pres-
ident of the party. He
doesn’t believe in two
leaders in one party. He
added that history will tell

how  Shehbaz  Sharif
became the Prime
Minister.

Per capita public debt stood
at Rs 216,709: NA told

ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister of State for
Finance Aisha Ghaus Pasha on Monday
informed the National Assembly that per
capita public debt stood at Rs 216,709 by
June 2022.

Replying to a query during the Question
Hour, the minister said Pakistan had main-
tained a debt to gross domestic product
(GDP) ratio at 73.5 per cent during the peri-
od under review. She said the country’s total
public debt was Rs 52,721 billion till
December 2022, including domestic debt of
Rs 33,116 billion and and external debt of
Rs 19,605 billion.

She said most countries relied on the debt
inflows to fulfill the shortfall in available
resources to fund the government budget.
The government borrowed to mainly
finance its budget deficit approved by the
parliament every year which included the
Public Sector Development Programme,
running of the civil government, and more
importantly to pay interest on loans taken in
the past, she added. Answering another
question, the minister the government was
committed to an interest-free economy, and
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) in consul-
tation with the Finance Division was work-
ing to devise a policy for adopting interest-
free banking instruments.

A committee had been constituted and
deliberations were underway to prepare a
transformational plan in that regard, she
added. The committee comprised officials
from the SBP, Finance Ministry, Islamic and
commercial banks, and Ulema as the entire
financial system would have to change, she
said. The minister said Islamic Banking wit-
nessed an impressive improvement in the
country in recent years. Aisha Ghaus said an
amount of Rs 50,120 million had been
released to the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment so far during the current financial
year 2022-23 to meet current and develop-
ment expenditures of the erstwhile FATA

(Federally Administered Tribal Areas). Rs
115,200 million (Rs 60 billion for current
and Rs 55.2 billion for development) was
allocated for current and development
expenditures of the erstwhile FATA during
FY 2022-23, she added. However, she said,
no amount was earmarked for temporarily
displaced persons (TDPs) during the current
financial year. Mohsin Dawar, Minister for
Religious Affairs Mufti Abdul Shakoor and
Minister of Overseas Pakistani Sajid
Hussain Turi staged a walk-out of the House
for not releasing development budget to the
erstwhile FATA.

Parliament’s joint session continues
debate on key national issues: The joint
session of the parliament on Monday
resumed discussion on national issues,
including law and order and terrorism, eco-
nomic policy, Jammu and Kashmir issue,
respect for national institutions, China-
Pakistan-Economic-Corridor, population
explosion, Climate Change impact and for-
eign policy of the country.

PTI Senators are also taking part in the
proceedings of the House for the first time
since the convening of the Joint Sitting of
the Parliament. Participating in the discus-
sion, PTI leader Shahzad Wasim called for
urgent elections in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as per the spirit of the consti-
tution.
Commission of Pakistan’s decision to delay
elections in Punjab.

Media persons present in the parliament’s
press gallery staged walk-out to protest
against attacks on journalists in the
Islamabad Judicial Complex, arrest of
Siddique Jan, and non-payment of salaries
to media workers by the media houses.
Responding to points raised by the media
persons, Speaker National Assembly Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf directed the ministry of
Interior to look into the matter of attacks on
journalists.

He criticized the Election

Imran’s
graft to be
exposed with
full force,

says Maryam

LAHORE (INP): The PML-
N has decided to bring to the
fore what they said “unjust
and vindictive judgments
and testimonies” against for-
mer prime minister Nawaz
Sharif, while a strategy was
also prepared to ‘expose’
PTI chief Imran Khan and
his alleged facilitators.
These decisions were
taken in a meeting of the
PML-N’s  spokespersons,
chaired by party Senior Vice
President and chief organizer
Maryam Nawaz here on
Monday. The meeting also
decided to bring to light the
facts related to Imran Khan’s
alleged corruption, facilita-
tors, malpractices and loot.
Maryam remarked that
Imran had become the past
of Pakistan, and now it was
time to think about the future
of the country. The meeting
also decided to propagate the
facts regarding the party’s
policies. Maryam Nawaz
claimed the dissenting note
of Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
and Justice Jamal
Mandokhel vindicated their
narrative of “bench fixing”.
“If the bench-making is
not fair, how can the decision
be considered fair?” she
questioned. She also vowed
to expose Imran Khan’s
alleged ‘facilitators in the
judiciary’ with full force, as
well as the alleged violation
of Constitution and the law
in trials against Nawaz
Sharif. “If there is justice,
then after all the evidences of
injustices  with  Nawaz
Sharif, the standards of jus-
tice should have been one by
now,” she exclaimed.
Maryam said in the four
years of the PTI’s rule, not
one job out of the 10 million
or one house out of the five
million promised was given
to the public. She also called
Imran Khan’s 10-point agen-
da to turn around the coun-
try’s economy as a pack of
lies. Later, in a tweet, the
PML-N leader called Imran
Khan a “foreign agent”
whose purpose was to create
anarchy and chaos.

ECC defers
summary
to increase

drug prices

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) of the
Cabinet on Monday deferred
summaries of Ministry of
National Health Services,
Regulations and Coord-
ination on fixation MPR of
54 new drugs and increase in
prices of 119 drugs.

The ECC, met with
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Moha-
mmad Ishaq Dar in chair,
also considered a summary
of Ministry of National
Health Services, Regulations
and Coordination for maxi-
mum retail price of
Remdesivir 100 mg injection
and decided not to increase
the price of Remdesivir 100
mg injection and the existing
MRP Rs. 1892/vial shall
remain fixed.

The meeting was attended
by Minister for Power
Khurram Dastgir Khan,
Minister for Industries and
Production Syed Murtaza
Mahmud, Minister for
Commerce Syed Naveed
Qamar, Minister of State for
Finance and Revenue Dr.
Aisha Ghous Pasha, Minister
of State for Petroleum
Musadik Masood Malik,
Shahid Khagan Abbasi and
MNA/SAPM on Revenue
Tarig Mehmood Pasha.

SAPM on Government
Effectiveness Dr. Jehanzeb
Khan, Coordinator to the PM
on Economy Bilal Azhar
Kayani , Coordinator to PM
on Commerce and Industry
Rana Thsan Afzal, federal
secretaries and other senior
officers also attended the
meeting. The ECC consid-
ered and approved a summa-
ry of Ministry of Energy
(Petroleum Division) regard-
ing arrangement of Finance
Facility for funding of
Government of Balochistan’s
share of obligation in Reko-
Diq project dispute settle-
ment with directions to the
Finance Division to arrange
payment of markup amount-
ing to Rs. 6,238,358,879 for
the period from March 31,
2022 to December 30, 2022
to the NBP for the short term
finance facility of Rs. 65 bil-
lion.

Dedicated free
flour centers
being set up
for poor: PM

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday said dedicated
counters were being estab-
lished for the needy people,
not registered with Benazir
Income Support Progra-
mme (BISP), to provide
free flour bags to them at
the distribution centres
under Ramazan Package.

“A huge number of peo-
ple who are not registered
with BISP, deserve free
flour bags as they are also
living below the poverty
line,” he said while talking
to media during his visit to
a free wheat flour distribu-
tion centre. He said
National Database Registr-
ation Authority (NADRA)
and Punjab Information
Technology Board took up
the challenge to include
non-BISP people by pro-
posing a solution to this
issue and developing a sys-
tem which would be fully
operational by  today
(Monday).

Under this system, he
said the non-BISP deserv-
ing people would be eligi-
ble to get free flour from

the separate counters after
registering their names in
the system. The prime min-
ister said from tomorrow
(Tuesday), the people who
have not yet received any
flour bag, would be provid-
ed all three bags at a time
so that they would not have
to travel again for the pur-
pose.

He said this was the first
time in the country’s histo-
ry that free flour was being
provided to deserving peo-
ple, therefore the adminis-
tration had to face a big
challenge in the beginning
but the process was getting
streamlined.

He appreciated the
Punjab government and
Rawalpindi administration
who were working day and
night to make the distribu-
tion process smooth and
uninterrupted. “Their pas-
sion to serve the poor dur-
ing fasting is praisewor-
thy,” he added.

He also appreciated the
efforts of Punjab Chief
Minister and Chief
Secretary in the flour distri-
bution  process. PM
Shehbaz Sharif said despite
huge economic challenges,

the government was com-
mitted to working for the
relief of the unprivileged
segment of the society.

He said the government
was putting in full efforts to
change the fate of Pakistan.
He also called upon people
from all walks of life to
support the government in
its pro-poor efforts. He said
he would also pay unan-
nounced visits to the flour
distribution centres across
the province to ensure
smooth distribution of the
bags to the people.

Earlier, the prime minis-
ter met with the beneficiar-
ies at the centre and inquire
about the problems, they
were facing while receiving
the flour bags. The
Rawalpindi Commissioner
briefed the PM about the
distribution process and
informed that four centers
were working in the city.
The prime minister directed
to resolve all the issues
faced by the people at the
earliest He also directed to
accommodate other people
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Kashmir and  Gilgit-
Baltistan but living in the
Punjab.

IHC grants interim bail
to Imran 1in seven FIRs

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Monday granted
interim bail to PTI chair-
man Imran Khan till April
6, in seven FIRs pertaining
to riot and vandalizing pub-
lic property at the judicial
complex Islamabad.

The court stopped police
from arresting the petition-
er till the next date and also
sought comments from the
federal government regard-
ing the withdrawal of secu-
rity from the former prime
minister. A two-judge
bench comprising Chief
Justice Aamer Farooq and
Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb heard the bail
cases along with the objec-
tions raised by the regis-
trar’s office in FIRs regis-
tered by various police sta-
tions.

Former prime minister
Imran Khan appeared
before the court in a per-
sonal capacity. During the
course of the proceeding,
the chief justice questioned
why the petitioner had
bypassed the relevant
forum. He said that the bio-
metric verification could
also be done from any-
where. The chief justice
observed that the law and
order situation would be
critical only when around
ten thousand people would
come along with the peti-
tioner. He said that we
admitted that the PTI was a
big political party and peo-
ple use to come but law and

order also needed to be
maintained.

Justice Farooq further
noted that serious security
threats to the life of Imran
Khan could be a genuine
fact and he had already
faced an attack in the past.
Justice Miangul Hassan
said that several times this
court had given directions
to the chief commissioner
to ensure the security
arrangements. The chief
justice remarked that unfor-
tunately Salman Taseer
incident also took place
here.

The court said the for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan also had his own
security. Justice Farooq
remarked that it was serv-
ing notice to the federal
government on the issue of
security for the ex-prime
minister. The chief justice
remarked that withdrawing
security from the former
prime minister was a wrong
act. Justice Miangul Hassan
asked the advocate general
to get information and
ensure the restoration of
security immediately if it
was withdrawn.

Advocate General
Islamabad Jahangir Jadoon
said that the trial court was
shifted from Kachehri to
judicial complex for securi-
ty reasons. It was also the
responsibility of Imran
Khan to ensure a peaceful
environment during his
appearance, he said, and
alleged that PTT workers set

fire to the vehicles there.
The court also stopped
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain
and Jahangir Jadoon from
cross-talk before it.

During hearing, Imran
Khan also arrived at the
rostrum and requested per-
mission to speak. However,
the court asked him to sit in
his seat. Imran’s lawyer
Barrister Salman Safdar
argued that there was a
threat to the life of the for-
mer prime minister. The
petitions had stated that the
FIRs against Imran Khan
were registered on political
grounds. It prayed the court
to grant

PTI chairman interim
bail and stop the police
from arresting him. Imran
Khan’s lawyer Barrister
Salman Safdar argued that
Lahore High Court (LHC)
had accepted the protective
bail to his client on March
17. His client filed bail
petitions to the anti-terror-
ism court on March 18, but
he was not allowed to enter.
He said that two former
prime ministers had been
assassinated in the history
of Pakistan. He said that his
client had no objections to
go  judicial complex.
Earlier, the registrar’s
office had raised two objec-
tions against the petitions
including shortage of Imran
Khan’s biometric verifica-
tions and moving the cases
directly to the high court
without approaching the
trial court.

Six Kkilled in suicide
blast in Afghan capital

KABUL (Agencies): A sui-
cide attack on Monday near
Afghanistan’s foreign min-
istry in Kabul killed six
civilians and wounded sev-
eral others, the interior
ministry said.

Security has dramatical-
ly improved since the
Taliban stormed back to
power in August 2021,
ousting the US-backed gov-
ernment and ending their
two decade insurgency, but
the Islamic State group has
proved an increasing threat.
The attacker was identified
by Afghan forces who shot
at him in front of a business
centre near the foreign min-
istry, interior ministry
spokesman Abdul Nafy
Takor tweeted.

“With his killing, the
explosives carried by the
attacker also exploded
which killed six civilians
and wounded a number of

others,” he said. Italian
NGO Emergency, which
operates a hospital in the
capital, confirmed it had
received two dead and 12
wounded, including a child.

No group has claimed
responsibility  for  the
attack.

Monday’s blast was the
second attack near the for-
eign ministry in Kabul in
less than three months, and
the first since the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan
began on Thursday in
Afghanistan. On January
11, a suicide bomber blew
himself up near the foreign
ministry, killing 10 and
wounding 53  people,
according to the United
Nations. The Taliban
authorities, who have often
tried to play down attacks
challenging their rule, had
said that five people were
killed in that attack,

claimed by IS.

The group has increas-
ingly become a major
challenge, killing and
wounding hundreds of
people in several attacks,
some targeting foreigners
or foreign interests in a bid
to undermine the Taliban
government. At least five
Chinese nationals were
wounded in December
when gunmen stormed a
hotel popular with busi-
nesspeople in Kabul. That
raid was claimed by IS, as
was an  attack on
Pakistan’s embassy in
Kabul also in December
that Islamabad denounced
as an “assassination attem-
pt” against its ambassador.
Two Russian embassy
staff members were killed
in a suicide bombing out-
side their mission in
September in another
attack claimed by IS.
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‘100 ‘Bachat
Bazars’
established’

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Minister for Universities and
Boards Ismail Rahu has said
that more than 100 ‘Bachat
Bazars’ have been estab-
lished across the province to
provide relief to the people in
the holy month of Ramadan.

He said that the provincial
government while taking
action against profiteers had
imposed a fine of over Rs 2.2
million on 512 profiteers. He
said that over Rs 1 million
fine had been imposed on
profiteers in Karachi and a
number of shops had also
been sealed.

He said that the provincial
government was taking strict
actions against hoarders. He
said that a flour mill had also
been sealed for selling sub-
standard flour in Sinjhoro.

Ismail Rahu said that the
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah had directed
the Ministers, Advisors and
Special Assistants to check
and monitor the situation.
He said that deputy commis-
sioners had also formed
Monitoring Cells across the
province. He further said
that the provincial govern-
ment was making all-out
efforts to provide relief to
the people in Ramazan.

100 volunteers
deployed to

control traffic

KARACHI (APP): As many
as 100 volunteers are
deployed at 21 important
spots in the District East to
control and ensure smooth
flow of traffic during the
rush hours in the holy month
of Ramzan. Administrator
DMC East Syed Shakeel
Ahmed on Monday distrib-
uted the megaphones among
the traffic volunteers on dif-
ferent roads. He also
inspected the cleaning of
drains in Manzoor Colony
and Allama Igbal road here,
said a statement.

He also directed that no
laxity should be shown in
keeping the drains clean
which come under the
responsibility of DMC East.
We want that residents of
District East should not face
any kind of difficulty in the
monsoon season, he added.

Seven Kkilled,
1,103 injured

LAHORE (APP): At least
seven people were killed
while 1,103 injured in
1,071 road accidents in
Punjab during the last 24
hours. A spokesman for the
Rescue 1122 on Monday
said 530 drivers, 21 under-
age drivers, 144 pedestri-
anand 436 passengers were
among the victims of the
road traffic crashes.

The statistics showed that
219 accidents were reported
in Lahore which affected 248
persons placing the provin-
cial capital top of the list fol-
lowed by 88 in Faisalabad
with 92 victims and third
Multan 68 with 63 victims.

Powers of Inspectors price
control be also given to
administrators: Governor

KARACHI (APP): Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori Monday said that
the powers of Inspectors price control
should also be given to administrators to
check the overpricing of essential com-
modities. He expressed these views while
addressing a press conference at the
Governor’s House.

The governor said that the general pub-
lic was facing challenging times due to
inflation, besides, the conditions of public
sector employees had also worsened, and
therefore, he was writing a letter to the
Chief Minister of Sindh to increase the
salaries of employees by 30 to 35 percent.

He said that he was also suggesting fix-
ing the minimum wages at least by Rs
50,000 in the next budget.

He said that all the stakeholders had

raised objections to the committee set up
with reference to the regularization of
Goths, in this regard, he had written a let-
ter to the Sindh Chief Minister to recon-
sider the matter.

He said that efforts should be made to
prevent inflation and to ensure availability
of the essential commodities at official
prices. In this regard, a new price list
should be set within 48 hours while the
price list should be prepared by visiting to
the vegetable market, he said.

He said that the situation was getting
worse and it was our moral responsibility
to support the poor people.

The governor also appealed to the phi-
lanthropists to come forward in this diffi-
cult situation and help the people who
were in trouble.

Sindh gov’t determined to
supply essential commodities

at low prices

F.P. Report

KARACH: Surendar
Valasai, Special Assistant
to Chief Minister Sindh for
Human Rights, has said
that the Sindh government |
is determined to supply
essential commodities at
low prices during the holy
month of Ramzan, and pub-
lic should cooperate with
the administration by pin-
pointing the profiteers.
Talking to the citizens

: Valasai

«‘L A .

and the media during his
visit to the 'Bachat Bazaar'
organized by the Sindh
government in Model
Colony of district Korangi
to provide essential com-
modities to the public at
low cost, Surendar Valasai
said that Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah
has given instructions to
deal  with  profiteers
strictly.

He appealed that while
purchasing essential items,
consumers should demand
traders to show the rate-
list approved by the price
control authority. "People

should not buy goods at
higher than official rates,
rather, cooperate with the
administration and identi-
fy profiteers for legal
action," he added.
Meanwhile, Special
Assistant to Chief Minister
Sindh on Human Rights
visited the stalls of the
items set up in the bachat
bazaar, checked the rate list
and the quality of the items.
Mr. Valasai also sought
the opinions of the con-
sumers  present there
regarding the  bachat
bazaar. The citizens appre-
ciated the initiative of the

Sindh government organiz-
ing bachat bazaars during
the month of Ramadan and
also expressed their satis-
faction over the arrange-
ments of the bazaar.

He also appreciated the
officials concerned for bet-
ter arrangements in the
Bachat Bazaar and asked
for more stall of groceries
to cater to the need of gen-
eral public.

MQM MPA from the
area Hameed Al Zafar,
Assistant  Commissioner
Manshad Shahani and other
officers also accompanied
Surendar Valasai.
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KARACHLI: Governor of Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori addressing a press conference at Governor House.

Karakoram Express and Karachi
Express to be upgraded: Saad

LAHORE (APP): Railways
Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique has
said that Karakoram Express and
Karachi Express will be upgraded

|| by June 30 this year.

Addressing a press conference
here on Monday, he said these
trains would be upgraded on Green
Line pattern. He said that upgrada-
tion of these two trains would pro-
vide good travelling options to
passengers. He said that special
Eid trains would also be operated,
adding that seasonal trains would
be run during summers, which
include Awam Express, Shalimar
Express and Bahauddin Zakaria
Express. He said, "We are plan-
ning to run cargo train having a
capacity of transporting 12,500
tonnes of cargo."

He hoped that branding initiative
would help earn handsome amount
of revenue. He said that land of
railways would be utilised for com-
mercial purposes, as rules had been
framed and sent to the cabinet and
soon approval would be obtained.

Preparation for introducing solar

system at stations, terminals, build-
ings, DS offices, headquarters was
underway to reduce electricity
expenses and soon the project
would be announced. Railways had
decided to reduce freight fares by
10-15 per cent, he added.

Railways Minister Khawaja
Saad Rafiquesaid that Hirok bridge
would be completed by coming
April 15.

The minister said that efforts
were being made to make Sibi-
Harnai section operational before
the end of this fiscal year.

Railways Minister Khawaja
Saad Rafique said that process of
outsourcing three airports was
under way, adding that Karachi,
Lahore and Islamabad airports
would be outsourced.

He said these airports would be
outsourced after competitive bid-
ding. He said, "The PIA restructur-
ing have to be carried out and the
matter had been discussed with
international consultants." He said
that efforts were being made to
give restructuring roadmap in few

months besides starting it's imple-
mentation.

Khawaja Saad Rafique hoped
that in few months, Pakistan air-
lines would start flying to the UK.

To a question, he said Nawaz
Sharif remained in opposition for
19 to 20 years but not a single cor-
ruption case was proved against
him. Terming Imran Khan a fascist,
he said that he had nothing to do
with democracy.

Railways Minister Khawaja
Saad Rafiquesaid Imran Khan was
in himself a Sicilian mafia. "Imran
Khan is not a leader, he behaves
like a gangster," added the minister.

To another question, he said that
it was unfortunate that democracy
in the country did not strengthen in
the way it should be. He said that
the parliament would strengthen
when all political parties would
understand that they had to set
aside their differences in larger
national interest. Railways Minister
Khawaja Saad Rafiquestressed the
need to stop levelling dirty allega-
tions against each other.

Railway employees protest
against non-payment of salaries

KARACHI (NNI): The railway’s
employees staged a protest due to non-
payment of salaries in the month of
Ramadan.

In a statement, the workers who gath-
ered at the Pakistan Railways’
Locomotive Shed said that they had not
received their salaries from February
and demanded the immediate disburse-
ment of their pay.

Last week, Divisional Superintendent
(DS) railway also assured about the dis-
bursement of the salaries, but the
salaries were not disbursed yet.

The employees said that those who
were putting their lives at risk to restore

the railway tracks were in a state of
despair. Due to the strike, the departure
of trains faced delays from Karachi.

Following the protest, the PR admin-
istration held dialogues with the protest-
ing employees which turn out fruitful.

The DS Railway Athar Riaz said that
once the train is running, the railway
will have revenue.

He further assured the railway
employees that the salaries will be dis-
bursed soon.

The DS said that the Karachi-Lahore
Business Express train has been can-
celled while its passengers will be
adjusted in Karachi Express.

Minister inspects Narang Mandi
free flour supply centre

LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Provincial
Minister for Information
and Culture Amir Mir
made an unannounced
visit to the free flour dis-
tribution center in Narang
Mandi to inspect the facil-
ities being provided to cit-
izens there. During his
visit, Amir Mir expressed
his disappointment over
poor arrangements.

He instructed Assistant
Commissioner  Muridke
Zainab Tahir to take strict
legal action against the
chief officer of the munici-
pal committee Narang
Mandi, who was caught in

Ijaz-Ul-Hassan
Al-Noor Campus.

PESHAWAR: Provincial Protocol Officer
distributing
certificates among the students of The Educators
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INVITATION TO E-BID

THROUGH SAP-ARIBA DISCOVERY

Oil & Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL) is the largest Exploration & Production
Company listed on Pakistan and London Stock Exchange invites bid(s) through SAP-Ariba
Discovery for the service/material given below under competitive bidding procedure as per
Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) rules:

- www.ogdcl.com www.ogdcl.com - www.ogdcl.com

BID BID
S#R ENLEJ':I[:$RIIO DESCRIPTION SUBMISSION | OPENING
: DATE & TIME | DATE & TIME
0GDCL- SCM- HIRING OF RETRIEVABLE 13.04.2023 | 13.04.2023
1 | SERVICES- CB-PROD BRIDGE PLUG (RBP) AND AT AT
-205685630- 2023 RETRIEVABLE PACKER SERVICES | 1030 Hrs. 1100 Hrs.
0GDCL- SCM- TUBING RUNNING IN AND 13.04.2023 | 13.04.2023
2 | SERVICES- CB-PROD PULLING OUT SERVICES AT AT
-205793699- 2023 1030 Hrs. 1100 Hrs.

awrds and

2. Vendors not having Ariba Network ID are requested to register themselves on SAP Ariba
Portal by clicking on the link supplier.ariba.com to access and participate in OGDCL
tenders.

3. Complete Tender document(s) along with Scope of Work / TOR / Clarifications can be
viewed and downloaded from SAP-Ariba RFP by clicking on the link discovery.ariba.com/
profile/AN01562899621.

4. Original Bid Bonds as per RFP/Tender Document shall be submitted at the reception of
0GDCL House, Jinnah Avenue, Blue Area, Islamabad, Pakistan on or before bid submission
date and time mentioned above.

5. OGDCL reserves the right to accept or reject any bid and to annul the bidding process and
reject all the bids as per Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) Rule-33".

EXTENSION

Reference to our Press Tender Notices published in national newspapers on 24.02.2023 and
11.03.2023, it is notified that the bids submission/opening dates are extended as follows:

Action against
criminals
under way

LAHORE (APP): Capital
City Police Officer (CCPO)
Lahore Additional IGP Bilal
Siddique Kamyana said on
Monday that the biggest
challenge for the Lahore
police at present was the
arrest of POs and hardened
criminals, who have been
found involved in most of
the crime incidents in the
city.He said crackdown on
notorious and hardened
criminals was under way
with full force.

SR TENDER
BN TN (K | ;| enauiRyno. | DESCRIPTION FaoM n
(Yo"

» » . - 0GDCL-SCM- Date: 29.03.2023 | Date: 12.04.2023

Gut o7 213123 #28IFCA 8/ 1 | FA-CB-PROD- )té!’mell')ESRIAL FOR Submission: 1100 hrs | Submission: 1100 hrs
ru,l{ﬂl,p]&(zjl j?(@fk"ék"30/3/230%' 203223059-2023 Opening: 1130 hrs | Opening: 1130hrs
B BS AT e £ oopoL-scm- | HIRING SERVICE OF

o él ,.J:‘g:, SERVICES- CONSULTANT FOR Date: 30.03.2023 | Date: 17.04.2023
GBSl Je oy U o o3 S 2 | cB-RMD- RESERVES Submission: 1030 hrs | Submission: 1030 hrs
00966564936069 /7 J/l/ Rt 1 EVALUATION STUDY | Opening: 1100 hrs | Opening: 1100 hrs

204846231-2023 OF OGDCL FIELDS

MBS N 3 2H0)
Suipl Nide S due B bl T
s S e v U AP W
e Aoz o 301312023
el Usenty a0 Pl

2. Bid submission/opening time and all other terms & conditions shall remain unchanged.

3. Bidders are requested to contact Manager Supply Chain Management (SCM) Foreign at Phone
# +92-51-92002-3652 and In-Charge Supply Chain Management (SCM) Services at Phone #
+92-51-92002-3750 for further queries / information.

4. This advertisement is also available on PPRA website at www.ppra.org.pk and OGDCL website
at www.ogdcl.com.
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5 &‘IIE'"‘@’ GENERAL MANAGER (SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT) 3
G e ene giret 22023 | |l E & 1 % OIL & GAS DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED :
L) % ; OGDCL HOUSE, JINNAH AVENUE, ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN. ¥
-..Lf..L’( g 4 m ﬂ,\_¢ PHONE NO. 92-51-920023540; FAX NO. 92-51-9244139

“SAY NO TO CORRUPTION”

a scam involving 4000
flour bags worth Rs.26
lakh. Additionally, he
ordered suspension of Naib
Tehsildar Narang Mandi
Noor Muhammad for fail-
ing to ensure adequate
arrangements.

Amir  Mir  praised
Assistant Commissioner
Zainab Tahir for her efforts
in investigating the scam
and directed that all avail-
able resources be utilized
for making the free flour
scheme a success, to pro-

vide relief to the common
man. He emphasized the
importance of making cor-
rupt elements an example
and directed the establish-
ment of information desks
at the distribution centers to
end long queues.

WE EXPLORE PROSPERITY b~

GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
CABINET DIVISION

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)

Cabinet Division invites applications from suitable citizens of Pakistan having following
qualifications and experience for the post of Member (Administration) in Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA).

S.No. Name of Post

Qualification & Experience

Maximum Age

Member
1 (Administration)

Social Sciences/M.S/ BSc in

recognized by the HEC.

[institution.

In case of Bachelor i.e. BSc.

Master's in Public or Business Administration/

Telecommunication or Equivalent qualification

Experience: Minimum 20 years of post-
Qualification experience, including at least five
years' senior administrative leadership
experience related to policy, strategy
development and operational management of
reputable public or private organization

Telecommunication or equivalent, the
experience required would be 24 years,
including 05 years in leadership position.

61 years

sixty-five years.

MP scale.

2. The applicant should be a citizen of Pakistan.
3 The appointment of Member shall be made for an initial term of four years, and shall be
eligible for re-appointment, upon satisfactory performance, for a similar term or terms
subject to the condition that a member shall cease to hold office on attaining the age of

4. The Members of the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority shall be paid the salary of an
officerin MP-lI scale (Rs. 181,500-27,225-290,400).
8. The selected candidates will have to resign from their pervious jobs and sever all their
connections/lien with their parent job/organization before joining under this new contractin

6. The selected candidates shall not have any direct or indirect financial interest in, or have
business connection with any person; any establishment or firm which renders
telecommunication services in Pakistan or abroad or supplies telecommunication
equipment to any telecommunication sector in Pakistan or abroad.

1. Interested persons should submit application alongwith C.V, copy of CNIC, copies of
academic testimonials duly verified by institures attended/HEC, domicile and two recent
photographs by registered post to the under signed within 15 days of the publication of this
advertisement. Only short-listed candidates will be called forinterviews.

8. The candidates shall not be entitled for any TA/DAwhile appearing for the interview.

SHAFQAT ALI CHACHAR
(DEPUTY SECRETARY (RA)
Cabinet Division, Cabinet Block, Islamabad.

Ph# (051) 9103643

.
5=
o
©
N
)
©
N
)




The Frontier Post

Peshawar City

Tuesday, March 28, 2023

KP govt declines taking
over of PESCO; suggests
provincialization of DISCOs

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment has declined the
Federal government’s pro-
posal to take over the finan-

cial and administrative
responsibilities of the
Peshawar Electricity

Supply Company (PESCO)
and urged the federation to
take steps for provincializa-
tion of DISCOs.

In a letter written to
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif by the
Chief Minister KP and
available with APP, it was
pointed out that PESCO
was currently facing a huge

shortfall of approximately
Rs 200 billion per annum
along with Rs 30 billion per
annum in receivables.

At present, PESCO was
enjoying a uniform national
tariff due to the tariff differ-
ential subsidy which could
be at risk if the existing
structure of the power sec-
tor was altered, it said,
adding that the KP province
was under severe stress due
to current law and order sit-
uation and militancy cou-
pled with low economic
and social indicators and
could not take over
PESCO.

The CM said that the
proposal could be consid-
ered if power generation
was handed over to KP
along with the income from
electricity generation
which would entail handing
over of all federally owned
hydropower stations to the
province.

The CM referring to a
report of the “Out of box
solution committee” head-
ed by the Deputy Chairman
Planning Commission, said
that its report should be
placed before the Council
of Common Interest (CCI)
in the next meeting for con-

sideration.

He further proposed that
a ministerial-level commit-
tee should be set up to
deliberate upon the
“Provincialization of
DISCOs” for accommodat-
ing the viewpoints of the
provinces.

The letter mentioned that
due to the poor financial
and administrative condi-
tions of the DISCOs, the
federal government had
proposed to shift the finan-
cial and administrative
responsibilities of the
power distribution compa-
nies to the provinces.

Address from
container a
childish act

of IK: Faiza

PESHAWAR (APP):
Provincial vice chairper-
son, Qaumi Watan Party
(QWP), Dr Faiza Rasheed
that the childish act of
addressing party workers
while hiding in a container
at Minar-e-Pakistan has
proved that the Chairman
PTI Imran Khan has no
stake with the country and
nation and only self is dear
to him.

In a statement issued
here on Monday, she said
that leaders used to present
themselves first for sacri-
fice while leading workers
and the people and those
making tall claims by
delivering speech from bul-
let proof containers have no
right to call themselves a
leader.

Two nabbed
in blind
murder case

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Daudzai Police on
Monday claimed to have
arrested two  persons
allegedly involved in the
killing of a blind man
about two months ago in
Shegai Upper area, here
on Monday.

The police team led by
SHO Zafar Khan traced
and nabbed the accused
namely Naeem Ullah and
Saeed Ullah who were
involved in the killing of
Khial Shah on January 20.

Police also recovered the
weapon used in the crime.

CS directs convenient
distribution of free ‘Atta’
for BISP beneficiaries

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Secretary of Khyber Pakht-
unkhwa (KP), Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhry, along
with the Deputy Commi-
ssioner of Peshawar paid a
visit to several sales and
distribution  points  on
Monday, which have been
set up to provide free ‘Atta’
to deserving individuals
registered  under  the
Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP).

During the visit, the
Chief Secretary interacted
with the locals and inquired
about their experiences and
the availability of the free
‘Atta.” He directed all con-
cerned officials to ensure
that the distribution process
is made as convenient as
possible for the registered
beneficiaries.

The BISP was launched
by the government in 2008
to provide financial assis-
tance to the poor across the
country.

The program aims to
help alleviate poverty by
providing regular cash tran-
sfers to eligible families.

The government has
taken various measures to
support the vulnerable seg-
ments of society. The pro-
vision of free ‘Atta’ to
deserving individuals is
one such initiative that has
been implemented to pro-
vide some relief to those
who are struggling to make
ends meet.

The chief secretary
praised the efforts of the
local administration and
directed them to continue
their efforts to ensure that

the distribution process
runs smoothly. He empha-
sized that the government
remains committed to pro-
viding assistance to those in
need, particularly during
these difficult times.

The distribution of free
‘Atta’ is being carried out
through designated sales
and distribution points
across  the  province.
Eligible individuals who
are registered under the
BISP are entitled to receive
quota free of cost.

The government’s
efforts to support the vul-
nerable segments of society
have been widely appreci-
ated, and the provision of
free ‘Atta’ is just one exam-
ple of the steps being taken
to alleviate the hardships
faced by the people.

WSSC directed to launch
special cleansing campaign

PESHAWAR (APP): City
Mayor Peshawar, Haji
Zubair Ali has directed
Water Supply & Sanitation
Company (WSSC) Pesha-
war for launching a special
cleansing campaign to clear
streams and drains before
the new spell of rains
beginning from March 29
(Wednesday).

He issued these direc-
tives on Monday to ensure
the smooth flow of water in
streams and nullahs in case

of heavy rains in the city so
that the people may not
face devastating situations
like in the past.

The city mayor also
expressed satisfaction over
the special cleansing opera-
tion carried out in the
streams and nullahs by the
WSSC to improve the
water flow during the last
three-day spell of rains in
Gulbahar, Nishtarabad,
Phandu Road and other
localities of the city.

Haji Zubair claimed that
the PTI-led provincial gov-
ernment had taken no con-
crete steps for bringing
improvement in  the
drainage system of the city.

He assured that the
Capital Metropolitan Gove-
rnment would take priority-
based measures for the res-
olution of the drainage and
sanitation-related problems
of the city to bring it at par
with the requirements of
the modern era.

Cloudy
weather with
1solated rain

predicted

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Regional Meteorological
Center  Peshawar on
Monday forecast mainly
cloudy weather in most
districts of the province.
However, it said that
scattered  rain-thunder-
storm with gusty winds

and few heavy falls (isolat- |

ed hailstorm) was likely to
occur over Chitral, Lower
& Upper Dir, Malakand,
Buner, Swat, Shangla,
Kohistan, Bajaur,
Mohmand, Khyber, and
Kurram districts.

Isolated rain-thunder-
storm with gusty winds
and few heavy falls (isolat-
ed hailstorm) is expected
in Swabi, Mardan,
Nowshera, Peshawar,
Charsadda, Orakzai,
Hangu, Karak, Kohat,
Bannu, Lakki Marwat,
Tank, Dera Ismail Khan,
North & South Waziristan
districts.

During the last 24
hours, dry weather pre-
vailed over most districts
of the province. However,
isolated rain-thunder-
storms occurred in Kurram
and Khyber districts. Rain
recorded (in mm):
Parachinar 10, Tirah
Khyber 02.

The maximum and min-
imum temperatures
recorded (in °C) at differ-
ent stations of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were
Peshawar City 26/12,
Chitral 21/08, Timergara
24/07, Dir 21/03, Mirkhani

26/06, Kalam 16/-02,
Drosh 20/10, Saidu Sharif
23/08, Pattan  27/09,

Malam Jabba 10/03, Takht
Bhai 26/11, Kakul 20/07,
Balakot 24/08, Parachinar
14/01, Bannu 26/12,
Cherat 15/05, D.I. Khan
27/14.

The lowest temperature
recorded in the province
was -02°C in Kalam.
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PESHAWAR: An under construction work, which was stopped due to
unknown reason at Gulbahar area, creating hurdles for commuters, needs
attention of authorities concerned.

o

Governor’s House.

PESHAWAR: Christians delegatio metingGo
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12 business
units sealed
for hoarding

essentials
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The provin-
cial government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa sealed 12
business units and a cash
penalty was also imposed
on them for hoarding
essential food items.

According to statistics
shared by the Performance
Management and Reforms
Unit (PMRU) here on
Monday, district adminis-
trations in various cities
inspected 138 business
units/ shops in the province.

During the operation,
hoarding was found in 16
business units while 122
were found clear. In action
against hoarding, 12 busi-
ness units were sealed and
a collective fine of
Rs.139,500/- was imposed
on 12 other units.

During the crackdown
three shopkeepers were
arrested and an FIR was
registered against five oth-
ers. Out of the 16 hoarding
incidents five have been
reported from Haripur,
three each from Mohmand,
Hangu, two each in Dir
Upper and Mansehra and
one in Abbottabad.

Rural Police
foil narcotics
smuggling
attempt

PESHAWAR (APP): The
rural division of the Capital
City Police Peshawar foiled
an attempt of smuggling
118 kilogrammes of nar-
cotics including opium and
hashish on Monday.

According to a press
release issued here, smug-
glers were smuggling nar-
cotics to other cities in a
motorcar, and upon seeing
a police party, they aban-
doned the vehicle and man-
aged to escape while taking
advantage of the night
darkness.

During the search,
police recovered 64 kilo-
grammes of hashish and 54
kilograms of opium from
the vehicle, which has been
taken into custody.

Police Station Chamkani
has registered a case and
under the supervision of the
SP Rural Zafar Ahmad,
constituted a special team,
comprising DSP Chamkani
Zahid Alam Khan and SHO
Iftikhar Ahmad, to arrest
the suspects.

Lateef Afridi
murder case: ATC
adjourns hearing

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Anti-terror-
ism court Peshawar has
adjourned further hearing
till 29th March of alleged
facilitator Adil Advocate in
former Supreme Court Bar
Association President and
senior lawyer Abdul Lateef
Advocate, on Monday.

According to prosecu-
tion, the alleged facilitator
Adil Advocate has cooper-
ated with murderer Adnan
Afridi in killing of Lateef
Afridi at Peshawar High
Court Bar Room on 16th
January.

During  investigation
Adil Advocate was nomi-
nated by competent author-
ities in the offense as facil-
itator in the killing of
Abdul  Lateef  Afridi
Advocate.

Meanwhile, Additional
District and Session Judge
Abdul Qayyum Saddiqi
has adjourned hearing till
today (on Tuesday) in bail
petition of murderer Sher
Muhammad who has shot
killed English’s lecturer at
Islamia College
University.

During hearing, the
counsel for complainant

submitted power of attor-
ney and requested for time
to prepare the case on merit
while honorable court has
granted time to lawyer and
adjourned further hearing
till today.

It is worthy to mention
that Sher Muhammad has
shot English’s lecturer
within Islamia College
University while escaped
from the crime scene.
However, police has arrest-
ed the murderer from Karak
district and put behinds
while the culprit has
approached honorable
court for bail.

FMA demands regular
wheat quota to control
flour price

PESHAWAR (APP):
Chairman of Flour Mills
Association (FMA) Igbal
Ahmad Khan on Monday
said that the association
was totally in favour of the
‘Free’ flour distribution
scheme, however, with the
stoppage of regular quota
for mills, the rate per 20kg
bag in the market has
increased by Rs 400.

He was presiding over
the meeting of the Exec-
utive Body of the Pakistan
Flour Mills Association KP
wherein owners of flour
mills and the group leader
of the association

Muhammad Naeem Butt
were also present.

Igbal Khan said it was a
good gesture that the poor
and deserving people were
being provided free flour,
however, on the other side
the general public was fac-
ing hardship in getting
wheat flour.

The production of wheat
flour in Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa was 20 to 25 per-
cent, which is insufficient
for consumption.

Igbal Khan said constant
complaints were being reg-
istered by the general pub-
lic regarding the unavail-

ability of wheat flour.

Moreover, he said, “The
poor who receive ‘Free’
flour through Benazir
Income Support Program
(BISP) were also complain-
ing that when they apply
for flour through a mobile
app, they receive the mes-
sage that they have taken
their share of flour.”

He appealed the govern-
ment to provide quota on a
regular basis to the KP flour
mills so that deserving peo-
ple and the general public
could be provided suffi-
cient wheat flour for con-
sumption.

Millers extend help to free
flour distribution scheme

PESHAWAR (APP): Pakis-
tan Flour Mills Association
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
while extending full sup-
port to free flour distribu-
tion among unprivileged
people, has demanded a
regular supply of wheat.

In a press statement
issued here on Monday, the
Executive Body of the
Pakistan  Flour  Mills
Association KP met here.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chairman of the
association Igbal Ahmad
Khan said the association

fully supported the free
flour distribution scheme
launched by the govern-
ment during the holy month
of Ramazan.

However, they added,
due to the closure of the
regular quote of wheat for
flour mills, the price of the
commodity had been
increased by Rs 400 per
bag of twenty kg. They also
mentioned, “Due to focus-
ing on the provision of free
flour among needy people,
common people are suffer-
ing in obtaining the com-

modity in markets.”

“Since KP is producing
20 to 25 percent of wheat in
comparison to its demand
and supply of free flour has
created a shortage, creating
problems for ordinary peo-
ple in obtaining the staple
food,” the press release
added.

It demanded of the gov-
ernment to ensure a regular
supply of wheat to flour
mills to overcome the short-
age and pave way for the
provision of the essential
commodity to all the people.

Prime Minister flour program:

A landmark 1nitiative to facilitate millions of poor in Ramadan

PESHAWAR (APP): The
last year’s devastative
floods had adversely affect-
ed agriculture and livestock
sectors in the country
including Khyber Pakthun-
khwa, which resulted in
significant increase in
prices of flour, vegetables
and dairy products during
Ramadan.

Incurring USD 40 billion
losses including $3.7 bil-
lion to the agriculture, food,
livestock and fishery sec-
tors to Pakistan, the August
2022 moon floods and
global economic recessions
in the wake of Russian-
Ukraine war besides others
factors, have largely con-
tributed to the record 31.1
percent hike in inflation
recorded in February last
since 1974 by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics.

The destruction to sea-
sonal agriculture crops,
fruits and vegetables by the
flash floods have increased
prices in Peshawar where
20 kg flour bag was avail-
able at Rs2800-3000 and
10kg bag at Rs1400-1600
in open market, which was
beyond the purchasing

power of the poor, margin-
alized and low income
groups.

In Peshawar, one kilo-
gram potato was being sold
at Rs100, onion at Rs 150
per kg, tomatoes at Rs 140
per kg, garlic at Rs500 per
kg. Similarly, one kilogram
apple was available at
Rs350-400 per kg, guava at
Rs200 per kg, strawberry at
Rs400 per kg, banana at Rs
200 per dozen and water-
melon at Rs 200 per kg
besides lemon at Rs500 per
kg during Ramazan. The
price of chicken has also
soared to Rs 580 per kg,
meat at Rs 850 per kg and
mutton at Rs 1600 per kg
besides Rs220 each per litre
of milk and yogurt per kilo-
gram respectively.

Zilakat Malik, former
Chairman, Economics
Department, University of
Peshawar told APP on
Monday that besides inter-
national and regional
geopolitical factors includ-
ing global economic reces-
sion and Russian-Ukrain
war, the prevailing high
inflation and price hike in
Pakistan was also caused

by the last year’s monsoon
flood that would likely to
push additional 1.9 million
poor households below the
poverty line.

He said the lower mid-
dle-income poverty rate
was about USD 3.2 per day
and upper middle income
poverty rate was USD 5.5
per day in the country
where the national poverty
ratio was expected to
increase by 2.4 to four per-
cent, thus around 26 per-
cent of our population may
face balanced problems if
solid measures were not
taken on priority basis.

To provide speedy relief
to price-hike stricken peo-

ple, Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbez Sharif
has announced free of

charge flour (Atta) to facil-
itate millions of poor peo-
ple of the country including
Khyber Pakthunkhwa. The
free distribution of flour
started from 25th Shaban
and would continue till
25th Ramazan in the coun-
try including Khyber
Pakthunkhwa. In Khyber
Pakthunkhwa, the provin-
cial  government  has

announced a Rs19.77b
flour package to facilitate
over 5.750 million families
in the province.

A KP Food Department
spokesman told APP that
7600 centres were estab-
lished in the province for
distribution of free ‘Atta’
under the BISP program to
people. As many as 2,000
flour distribution points
were also set up in the far
flung and remote areas of
the province where approx-
imately, 17.2 million kilo-
gram atta would be distrib-
uted among poor families.

Like KP, free distribution
of flour bags among mil-
lions of deserving families
was smoothly continued in
Punjab province. The 10KG
bags were being distributed
through 8500 utility stores
besides distribution points
was underway through
BISP in Punjab where
approximately 15.8 million
poor families would be
directly benefited.

“Prime Minister Muha-
mmad Shehbaz Sharif has
won the hearts and minds
of Pakistanis for launching
free of charge atta to facili-

tate millions of poor house-
holds, which eased their
financial burden during
Ramazan,” said Riazul
Haq, a private school
teacher of Nowshera dis-
trict while talking to APP.

The PM’s flour package
has not only brought stabil-
ity to the flour prices in
open markets in Khyber
Pakthunkhwa  including
Nowshera and Peshawar
but also helped the poor
segment of the society to
utilize the saved amount for
education and marriages of
their children, he added.

Meanwhile, caretaker
Chief Minister Muhammad
Azam khan while taking
notice of some unpleasant
incidents that took place
during the distribution of
free wheat flour in some
parts of Khyber Pakthu-
nkhwa, directed the Chief
Secretary to ensure its free
distribution in an organ-
ized manner.

On compliance of CM
orders, the chief secretary
has assigned monitoring
tasks to the administrative
secretaries and deputy
commissioners to ensure

distribution of free of cost
flour in the province. The
officials were directed to
submit reports about free
atta’s distribution to the
caretaker chief minister on
a regular basis.

Ikhtair ~Wali  Khan,
PMLN KP spokesman told
APP that Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
has started visiting different
cities to personally monitor
free distribution of flour
among poor people during
Ramazan.

He said the prime minis-
ter has recently visited
Sargodha, Bahawalpur and
Multan districts where he
examined free of charge
atta distribution among
people and ordered officials
to extend maximum assis-
tance to the elderly citizens,
women and differently-
abled people at the centers.

Wali said despite the dif-
ficult economic situation,
the Prime Minister has
launched the free atta pro-
gram to provide relief to
price hike stricken poor
people and was being
appreciated at all levels.

He said Imran Niazi has

left millions of flood vic-
tims of Khyber Pakthun-
khwa and Punjab provinces
at times when they badly
needed his governments’
support, adding had the PTI
government continued for a
few more weeks the coun-
try would have been bank-
rupted today.

Ikhtair Wali claimed that
PTI has put the country
under huge loans’ burdens
and brought record increase
to the country’s import bill
in its last years besides
introduced immensity
scheme to launder the black
money. He said that Imran
Niazi has neither fulfill
promises of construction of
five million houses nor pro-
vided jobs to 10 million
people besides abolished
PTI’'s owned created
Ehtasab Commission at
Peshawar that negated his
anti corruption slogans.

Ikhtair Wali claimed
that PTI was losing footing
in Khyber Pakthunkhwa
due to its government’s
poor 10 years performance
and would face people’s
wrath in upcoming general
elections.
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Commissioner
Payan Iftikhar Ahmed
team were
inspecting distribution
points and flour mills
on daily basis, while
separate desks for sen-
ior citizens, women and
special persons were
also set up at each dis-
tribution point to pro-
vide free flour to the
beneficiaries in a digni-
fied manner. The offi-
cials of Police, Levies,
Civil Defense volun-
Village

and his

teers

Council
were assigned to ensure
transparent and orderly
distribution of flour and
avoid any untoward
incident. The free flour
distribution
would continue till the
end of Ramazan.
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Beneficiaries
get free flour

LOWER DIR (PPI):
The free flour package
government
facilitated as many as
32429 beneficiaries in
the district during the
first five-day of the holy
of Ramazan
while 5,601 beneficiar-
ies got the package in
one day. According to
the district administra-
tion, the 236 points
were established in Dir
Payan while as per the
directives of the provin-
cial government more
distribution points and
flour quota were being
Deputy

the

and
Secret

REO visits Rescue

1122 office

ATTOCK (APP): Reg-
ional Emergency Offi-
cer (REO) Rawalpindi
Dr Abdul Rahman visit-
ed the Rescue 1122
office here on Monday,
to inspect the rescue
building and emergency
vehicles and equipment.
The armed rescue team
saluted REO on his
District
Emergency Officer Ali
Hussain gave a detailed
briefing regarding acci-
dents and community
awareness programs in
the district. Dr Abdul
Rehman expressed his
satisfaction with
performance of Rescue
1122 Attock and said,
"The team is purely an
organization for public
service."
inaugurated the newly
constructed
room to control the
increasing number of
emergencies at present.
Ranks were assigned to
those who were award-
ed and congratulations
were also given to all
the promoted officials.

SPHF, SRSO
conduct workshop
SUKKUR (APP): Sindh
Housing

Foundation (SPHF) in
collaboration with Sindh

REO

Cco

Rural Support
Organization(SRSO)
conducted a project
inception workshop

regarding the reconstruc-
of multi-hazard
resilient houses at the
SRSO Complex, here on
Monday. Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of SRSO
Muhammad
Khalhoro welcomed the
participants and shared
the brief strategy to be
adopted for the imple-
mentation of the resilient
housing project.

Residents
claimed that administra-
tion has misguided pub-
lic regarding establish-
subsidized
bazaars during Ramzan
while vendors are sell-
ing edible items at open
market
Monday. This was dis-
closed during journal-
ists monitoring teams
during their visit to
alleged Sasta bazaars
notified as per banners
and brochures but resi-
dents
obtained fruit-vegetable
at highest at the pro-
posed subsidized mar-

residents
competent
authorities to ensure
provision
items
rates

edible
subsidized
and demanded
stern actions against
hoarders and profiteers.
The residents threat-
ened that if edible items
didn’t provided on rea-
sonable prices then they
would be compelled to
arrange protest on larg-
er scale.
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QUETTA: A large number of people a local market before Iftar time to buy various items.
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Distribution of free wheat flour

Tribesmen protest
against misman

F.P. Report

BARA: Number of people
including tribal women in
Jamrud and Bara came out
on roads in protest against
mismanagement and irreg-
ularities in distribution of
wheat flour on Monday.
Women folk in Jamrud
blocked Pak-Afghan high-
way at Bab-e-Khyber

point while holding sit-in |

on it. They were of the
view that until and unless
the administration formu-
lated a transparent system
of distribution of free
wheat flour under the gov-
ernment scheme, they
would not give up their
agitation.

The protesters rejected
the hollow slogans of the
concerned authorities for a
smooth and transparent
distribution process and
said that for the last few
days they had been visit-
ing the supply points but
they had been ignored.
The protest women also
accused the dealers for
nepotism and said priority
was given to those who
had recommendations
from influential ones.

They reopened the road
after the officials ensured
them smooth provision of

flour. In the same way, the
locals gathered in main
Bara Bazaar and flayed the
administration for turning
blind eyes towards their
problem. They opined that
if free flour was supplied
on time to the rural areas,
no rush of the beneficiar-
ies would be found in the
urban city distribution
points.

The protestors urged the
administration to mend
ways of dealers and stress
them to carry out the dis-
tribution process smoothly
and clearly so that deserv-
ing ones could get free
flour without hassle. In a
statement issued from the
DC office said that as per
the scheme, the free flour

agement

was provided to benefici-
aries of Benazir Income
Support Program (BSP)
although people, especial-
ly women, approached the

distribution points and
asked for flour that created
rush.

The administration
officer called upon the
masses to avoid rush only
BISP recipients could
visit the free flour distri-
bution sites. According to
Deputy  Commissioner
Khyber office, a total of
164 distribution points
had been established in
three tehsils i.e.Landi
Kotal, Jamrud, Bara and
384 metric ton quota per
day of flour has been
reserved for Khyber.

Naundero gets fire brigade
machine, cleanling material

NAUNDERO (PPI): Long
outstanding demand of res-
idents was finally met when
cleanliness machinery,
garbage dumping trolleys
and a fire brigade machine
was provided to the munic-
ipal committee authorities
costing Rs75 million to
ensure proper cleanliness in
Naundero, the hometown
of martyred Bhutto leaders.

The machinery includes
seven garbage lifting vehi-
cles and seven huge trolleys
which will lift garbage
from seven wards of the
town regularly in the morn-
ing so that Naundero looks
neat and clean away from
environmental pollution.
The lifted garbage will be
dumped outside the town
on a daily basis and the cit-
izens have been advised to
throw their garbage into the

specified trolleys so that it
could be lifted regularly to
keep the environment near
and clean.

The municipal authori-
ties told this scribe on
Monday that the cost of the
received cleanliness
machinery is Rs7.50 crore
for which the authorities
had written to the Sindh
chief minister sometime
ago to provide the machin-
ery and equipment so that
cleanliness could be main-
tained at two mega events
held annually at Garhi
Khuda Bux of anniversaries
of PPP foundar and former
prime minister Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto.
Local PPP leaders Arshad
Shah Rashdi and Anwar
Buriro handed over the
machinery to  Maulvi
Mushtaque Korejo of the

municipal committee.

It must be mentioned
here that the municipal
committee had outdated
machinery and equipment
for lifting of garbage which
was always removed after
three days from backward
localities but the areas of
influential people were
cleaned on priority basis
daily.

The municipal commit-
tee is also facing acute
shortage of sanitary work-
ers as most of the appoint-
ed sanitation staff are
Muslims who were recruit-
ed on the pasts on political
basis ignoring the fact that
these posts are purely for
non-Muslims but their
recruiters have not yet
been taken to task due to
which residents are suffer-
ing the most.

Woman among three
gunned near Khanpur

SHIKARPUR (PPI): Two
persons and a woman were
gunned down by unidenti-
fied armed men near
Khanpur within the juris-
diction of Kot Shahoo
Police Station situated in
Katcha area of District
Shikarpur on Monday.
According to a report,
the residents of village
Rahimdad Shar, were com-
ing back from Pano Agqil
through a boat after getting
treatment when armed men
opened fire on them while

they reached their village.
As a result, two persons
identified as Sonia, 18, wife
of Anwar Shar, Attaullah
Shar, 20, son of Soomar
Shar, were killed on the
spot.

Soon after the incident,
the area police rushed to the
spot and with the help of
villagers, shifted the bodies
to Taluka Hospital Khanpur
for medico-legal formali-
ties. The bodies were hand-
ed over to their heirs after
conducting  postmartem

examination form THQ
Khanpur. On the occasion,
one of relatives Musamat
Mehar Bibi came with bod-
ies of deceased persons at
Government hospital
allegedly said that they had
an enmity with Brohi
Tribes men who killed their
beloved men a woman. The
murderers would be arrest-
ed soon and FIR would be
registered at earliest when
the relatives of deceased
persons come to the Police
Station, area police said.
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Four held in crackdown on illegal
kidney transplantation in Taxila

TAXILA (INP): Taxila
police on Monday arrested
four suspects in a crack-
down on illegal kidney
transplantation. According
to the police, Dr Fawad,
lady nurse Sobia, and para-
medics Hasnain and Sharif
were among those who had
been arrested. The name of

Dr Fawad is already in the
police record.

“Even at the time of the
police raid, the process of
illegally removing one per-
son’s kidney and trans-
planting it to another per-
son was going on,” police
said. “The police have
shifted the donor and the

receiver to the hospital.
Instruments used in the sur-
gery were also recovered
from the possession of the
accused,” they added.
“After interrogation from
the accused, their accom-
plices and facilitators will
also be arrested,” they stat-
ed.

Robbers kill
2 in jewellery
heist bid

MULTAN (INP): Robbers
shot dead a jeweller and a
student during an unsuc-
cessful heist at a jewellery
shop in Gulgasht area on
Monday.

Eyewitnesses told police
that six robbers entered a
shop and tried to loot cash
and gold ornaments at gun-
point. They opened fire
after facing resistance from
the shop owner and his
employees. The firing left
two persons, one of them a
student, dead and three

1| other people injured.

The firing incident trig-
gered panic among local
traders and visitors who
managed to capture three
suspects while three others
managed to flee. A large
number of people includ-
ing students gathered at the
crime scene and raised slo-
gans against police for
their failure to curb grow-
ing lawlessness. Rescue
1122 ambulances and
policemen reached the spot
and shifted the dead and
the injured to a nearby hos-
pital.

Partly cloudy
weather in

Balochistan

QUETTA (PPI): Pakistan
Meteorological
Department, Regional
Center, Quetta on Monday
forecast that during the
next 24 hours, mainly part-
ly cloudy weather is
expected in most parts of
the province. However,
light rain / drizzle may
occur at isolated places in
districts Zhob, Kech and
Gwadar during the next 24
hours.

Weather forecast for
next 48 hours: rain, wind
thunderstorms  (isolated
hailstorms) are expected in
Kech, Gwadar, Panjgur,
Surab, Kharan, Noshki,
Chagai, Khuzdar, Kalat,
Quetta, Mastung, Harnai,

Bolan, Sibi, Kohlu,
Barkhan, Zhob, Sherani,
Killa  Abdullah, Dera
Bughti, Killa Saifullah,
Ziarat, Pishin and its

adjoining areas while partly
cloudy weather with light
rain / drizzle is expected in
resy parts of the province.
Snow fall may occur in
hilly areas of Ziarat and
Killa Saifullah during the
next 48 hours.

Weather prevailed dur-
ing the last 24 hours: rain
recorded in district Loralai
during the last 24 hours.
Maximum  temperature
recorded on Monday wa
following: Barkhan 22,
Dalbandin 29, Gwadar
30.5, Jiwani 28.5, Kalat 17,
Khuzdar 25, Lasbela 33.5,
Nokundi 30, Panjgur 27,
Pasni 29.5, Quetta 19,
Samungli 18.5, Sibi 30,
Turbat 33, Ormara 30,
Zhob 21, Uthal. 32.5 and
Usta Muhammad 31.5.

Commodity
rates in markets
inspected

SUKKUR  (PPI):  The
Divisional Commissioner
Sukkur, Ghulam Mustafa
Phull here on Monday visited
different areas to check the
rates of fruits, vegetables and
other food items and found
shopkeepers flouting the offi-
cial price list.

He directed the price con-
trol and district administra-
tion officials to penalize ven-
dors involved in overcharg-
ing. The Commissioner
issued directives to fine and
arrest profiteers and warned
them of strict action if such
violations continued in the
future.

Unfair distribution of free flour

Women hold
protest in Mardan

Fazle Haq

MARDAN: The residents
of Mardan complained
about mismanagement in
the distribution of free flour
bags. Many women have
also protested against the
unfeasibility of the free
flour at the Par Hoti area,
on Monday.

Speaking to  "The
Frontier Post", the majority
of people said that the gov-
ernment had announced
free flour bags for the poor,
but poor planning and a

|| lack of proper strategy

meant that people were
queuing for long periods to
receive them. They added
that the district administra-
tion had not taken practical
measures for proper distri-
bution, and pointed out that
sale points had been given
to flour mills whose licens-
es had been cancelled
recently for embezzlement.

Moreover, there were no
sale points at the gates of
these flour mills. Instead of
being a mercy to people,
the free flour provided by
the  government  was
becoming a burden. Several
people had been injured
due to stampedes and rush-
es at different free flour dis-
tribution points in the dis-
trict. The people demanded
that the government estab-
lish distribution points in
VC and UC at different
schools to provide relief to
the masses. A large number
of women also protested
against the unfeasibility of
the flour at the Par Hoti
area. They complained that
they had spent all day try-
ing to obtain free flour but
due to mismanagement,
they had failed to receive
any.

The protestors added
that when they finally got
back to their houses, they
had to start preparing
Aftari, which was very dif-
ficult for them. When con-
tacted, the deputy commis-
sioner, Abdur Rehman, said
that more than 440 points
had been established for the
distribution of free flour in
the Mardan district.

He argued that the dis-
trict administration had
done its best to provide
relief to the masses, but the
issue had arisen when peo-
ple who had not received
messages from BISP also
arrived at the distribution
points. He added that the
district administration
would provide free flour to
more than 4 lakh families,
but people were not waiting
for their turn and instead
trying to gain an advantage
over others.

He also said that they
had doubled the quota for
the Mardan district, and
further improvements
would be made at the distri-
bution points. The district
administration had imposed
huge fines on some flour
mills involved in misman-
agement, but later got an
undertaking from the mill
owners and restored their
quota. Deputy commission-
er also stated that an assis-
tant commissioner was
strictly checking these flour
mills.

Police beaton residents
while protesting against
unavailability of flour:
Citizens protested against
the non-availability of flour
at the mega point of distri-
bution of free Ramadan
package flour in Mardan
and  blocked Mardan
Nowshera road. Protestors

attacked a truck full of
sugar on their way to the
road, the police brutally
charged with sticks, hurled
stones at each other, injured
many people including the
policemen, a citizen's legs
were broken in the chaos, a
child was seriously injured,
the distribution of flour is
going on.

The situation worsened
due to the disruptive ele-
ments, AAC headquarters.
According to the details,
yesterday in front of
Mardan Sports Complex,
the big distribution point
for distribution of free
flour, angry citizens staged
a strong protest against the
administration by blocking
Mardan Nowshera Road.
The protestors were of the
opinion that for three days,

they returned to their
homes disappointed due to
the lack of flour.

At the same time, mis-
taking the truck full of
sugar passing by the road as
flour, the  protestors
attacked the truck. The legs
of the other rider were bro-
ken. The angry protestors
pelted stones at the police
officers who were charging
with sticks, injuring several
police officers.

In this regard, Additional
Assistant Commissioner
Headquarters Junaid
Khalid, in charge of Mega
Point, clarified that flour
distribution is being done in
a fair manner under the
online mechanism, but
some destructive elements
are threatening to spoil the
peaceful environment,
which the administration
does not allow. The distri-
bution is going on as per
routine and will continue
till the end of Ramazan.

JI announces strike
against admn’s failure

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Jamaat-i-
Islami (JI) has announced
to stage protest rallies in
Lower Dir against the
government for its failure
to control the price hike
during the Holy month of
Ramazan and ensure
respectable distribution of
subsidized flour in the dis-
trict.

The announcement was
made by the JI district
chief Izazul Mulk Afkari
after an executive council
meeting held at the Ahya
ul Uloom Balambat here
on Sunday. Talking to
local journalists the JI dis-
trict secretary information
Shuiab Ahmad said the
party ‘Shoora’ expressed
its anger that veiled
women were being humil-
iated for a 10-kilogram
bag of free flour. He said
that mismanagement at
every distribution point
was observed as poor peo-
ple including veiled
women queued up for
hours just to get a bag of
free flour.

According to  the
announcement made at the
meeting the JI was plan-
ning to stage protest ral-
lies against the price hike,
mismanaged and unjust
distribution of free flour
in the district. The JI also

demanded of the govern-
ment to prepare a
respectable way of free
flour distribution in the
district.

Meanwhile the Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
district president Malik
Farooq Igbal asked the
district administration to
start distribution of free
flour on each village
council level to avoid rush
of people. Talking to local
media reporters he said
the  Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif had taken
a historical step to provide
free flour to the deserving
people. He said that it was
the administration's
responsibility to ensure its
just and dignified distribu-
tion. He said the free flour
should also be provided to
a male member of the
family instead of giving it
to a woman.

PML-N leader said that
some opponents did not
want the scheme initiated
by the prime minister to
be a success and they were
busy spreading negative
propaganda against it.
Taking notice of the pub-
lic complaints the Lower
Dir deputy commissioner
Iftikhar Ahmad along with
additional deputy com-
missioner Abdul Wali
Khan and district food
controller Shahab ud Din

visited different distribu-
tion points and checked
the record and quality of
free flour.

DC directed the food
controller to keep a regu-
lar check on the quality
and quantity of the free
flour. He also directed the
concerned dealers to make
separate  counters for
women and aged citizens.
The Dc asked the food
department to increase the
number of the distribution
points to avoid unneces-
sary rush.

The Timergara assistant
commissioner  Shehzad
Khan also paid surprise
visits to the market and
checked the rates of meat,
fruits and vegetables.
Several butchers were
fined for overcharging cus-
tomers at Timergara and
Mian Banda. The addition-
al assistant commissioner
Samarbagh Numan Pervez
also paid visits to local
markets and fined several
shopkeepers for selling
substandard and expired
items and overcharging
commuters. The AAC
directed the shopkeepers to
strictly follow the official
price list. He said that gov-
ernment officials in plain
clothes would monitor the
markets on a daily basis
and the violators would be
dealt with iron hand.

Increase in distribution
points for free flour sought

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The
Awami National Party
central spokesman and
former senator Zahid
Khan has demanded of
the government and
administration to increase
the free flour distribution
points in each village
council. Talking to local
journalists at Timergara
here on Monday the ANP
spokesman appreciated
the federal government
for launching the
Ramazan flour package
and said that it was a his-
toric step of the govern-
ment to ease the burden of
current inflation.

He said that it was the
responsibility of the local
administration and food
department to ensure a
respectable way of free
flour distribution. The
ANP leader said that
veiled women were being
humiliated at officially
designated distribution
points for getting free
flour. He said that only
male members of the eli-

gible families should be
allowed to collect free
flour. Terming the flour
collection by women as
their insult, Zahid Khan
said that it was a con-
demnable act as the
administration and food
department had failed to
ensure a dignified and just
distribution of the com-
modity. He said the
administration should
devise a strategy for the
distribution of free flour
so that the eligible fami-
lies could get it on its

doorstep.
Meanwhile the PML-N
Lower Dir chapter

demanded of the govern-
ment to compensate the
families whose members
were killed during stam-
pedes at free flour distri-
bution points in
Charsadda and other parts
of the country. The PML-
N district secretary infor-
mation Bahramand Syed
expressed his concerns
and sorrows over the mis-
managed and unjust dis-
tribution of free flour. He
said the administration

had not been fulfilling its
responsibility and that
was why such ugly inci-
dents were occurring in
parts of the country.

Food packages: The
Talha Foundation, a char-
ity organization working
for the uplift of marginal-
ized communities in Dir
on Monday distributed
food packages among 40
poor families of Talash
during a function. The
PPP leader and former
provincial minister advo-
cate Muzafar Syed was
chief guest on the occa-
sion. The food packages
consisted of rice, sugar,
ghee, pulses, tea leaves
etc were distributed
among the selected fami-
lies.

The Foundation chief
Maulana Farman Hussain
said that all wealthy peo-
ple should support the
orphans, widows and poor
segment of society. He
said the Foundation had
planned to purchase an
ambulance vehicle for
serving the people of
Talash.
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Hong Kongers hold
first protest in years
under strict rule

badge around their necks.

The rules set out by the police, who
cited security reasons, came as the finan-
cial hub was promoting its return to nor-
malcy after years of anti-virus controls and

political turmoil.

During the pandemic, protests were rare
due to COVID-19 restrictions. In addition,
many activists have been silenced or jailed
after Beijing imposed a national security
law following massive protests in 2019.
Critics say the city's freedom of assembly
that was promised Hong Kong when it
returned to China from Britain in 1997 has

been eroded.

Demonstration against the proposed
reclamation and construction of rubbish-
processing facilities was the first police-
approved march of its kind after the city
scrapped its mask mandate and social dis-
tancing limits. But organizers had to com-
ply with police requirements such as tak-
ing measures to ensure the number of par-
ticipants would not exceed the expected
turnout of 100 people and asking for proof
of a "reasonable excuse" from protesters
who wore masks during the event. At the
height of the 2019 anti-government move-
ment, Hong Kong's government invoked
emergency powers to ban masks from
public gatherings so it can identify protest-
ers who officials accused of illegal acts.
About 80 people expressed their opposi-
tion to the plans in Tseung Kwan O, a res-
idential and industrial area, the organizer
said. They had to walk in a cordoned-off
moving line in the rain amid heavy police
presence. Theresa Wang described the new
restrictions as "a bit weird" but said they
were still acceptable because the city was

HONG KONG (AP): Dozens of people
joined Hong Kong's first authorized
protest since the lifting of major COVID-
19 restrictions under unprecedentedly
strict rules, including wearing a numbered

adjusting to "the new Hong Kong." "I'm
not happy but we have to accept it. We
have to accept what is deemed legal now,"
the 70-year-old retiree said, adding that
she hoped the protest would be a sign the

government is more open to discussion.

Protester Jack Wong said he would pre-
fer not to wear the badge printed with a
number. Police said earlier the require-
ment aims to prevent lawbreakers from

joining the march. "But if it is a require-

ment, what can I say? I prefer not to com-
ment further. You know what I mean," he
said. In granting its approval, police also
requested that organizers ensure there
would not be any acts that might endanger
national security, including displaying
anything seditious.

Cyrus Chan, one of the march organiz-

ers, said demonstrators had communicated

with police on their promotional materials
and slogans. Officers earlier had told him
that participants should not wear all-black
outfits, he said. Protesters commonly wore
black during the 2019 protests. "It's defi-
nitely strict," Chan said. "We hope this is
just an individual case. We hope to show
them that Hong Kong society has the abil-
ity to have peaceful marches and they do
not need to set that many conditions to
restrict us." Earlier this month, the Hong
Kong Women Workers'
planned a march to call for labor and
women's rights but canceled it at the last
moment without specifying why. Days
later, the association said on its Facebook
page that police had invited it for further
meetings after granting it the approval and
that it had tried its best to amend the agree-
ment. But it still could not launch the
protest as it had wished, it wrote at that
time. A pro-democracy group separately
said national security police had warned
four of its members not to participate in
the association's march.

Association

Taiwan residents
flee remote 1slands

TAIPEI (Agencies): Life
has been quieter than usual
for residents of Taiwan on
an outlying archipelago that
is lined with sleepy fishing
villages lapped by ocean
waves. Those in the Matsu
islands have been cut off
from the outside world after
two submarine internet
cables were severed by
Chinese ships last month.
All of a sudden, mes-
sages stopped sending,
online videos weren't load-
ing, bank transfers failed,
and even credit cards could-
n't be swiped. "Calls cut off
midway; it's pretty annoy-
ing," grumbled Lin
Shengyue, 80. "But it's more
of a problem for the young
people glued to their
mobiles." "That's why all of
them ran off to the main
[Taiwan] island," he
laughed. "The only ones left
are old fogies like me and
the soldiers stationed here."
The internet outage has
highlighted a critical securi-
ty vulnerability - that
Taiwan can't safeguard its
communications in the
event of a war with China.
"The incident in Matsu
actually serves as a warning
sign for Taiwan to better
prepare its backup plans,"
said Lii Wen, head of the
Matsu chapter of the coun-
try's leading Democratic
Progressive Party. "What
would we do if Taiwan's 14
international sea cables
were damaged?" Cables in
Matsu have been snapped
27 times in the past five
years, often by Chinese fish-

ing  vessels  dropping
anchors and dragging fish-
ing nets. But this is the
longest internet blackout
residents have experienced,
as repair ships won't arrive
until the end of April to fix
the cables - more than 300
miles long and about the
width of a garden hose.
"Locals like me, we wonder
if China cut the cables on
purpose,” said Mr Lin. "If
we really were in wartime,
this would be a very serious
situation." Xi Jinping, the
most powerful Chinese
leader since Chairman Mao
Zedong, has repeatedly
vocalised his intent to annex
Taiwan, a territory with its
own democratic govern-
ment that Beijing claims as
part of China.

US intelligence indicates
that Mr Xi has instructed the
military to be ready to
invade by 2027. Disrupting
Taiwan's internet in the
event of war could obstruct
the government's ability to
seek help from other nations
and to reassure its public.
Cutting the cables is a "way
of showing that [China] can
disrupt the information
environment, whether that
be civilian, commercial or
military," said Oriana Skylar
Mastro, a fellow at Stanford
University's Freeman Spogli
Institute for International
Studies. Shoring up
Taiwan's communications is
a growing priority for the
government, especially as
China has sought to control
the installation and mainte-
nance of cables running

through international waters
it claims as its territory.
Most of the world's online
traffic runs through these
cables. But proposals for
just how to do that reflect
the complicated discourse in
government and among the
public on how best to posi-
tion Taiwan given China's
increasingly bellicose
stance.

There are plans to install a
surveillance system for the
cables, though long-term
options have been in the
works after Taiwan observed
Russia's cyberattacks during
its invasion of Ukraine. The
Taiwanese ministry of digital
affairs is looking for multiple
low-earth satellite operators
to provide the internet in a
crisis, though a law requires
them to be majority-owned
by a domestic shareholder.
Diversifying is key to create
a "honeypot" setup that could
expose any cyber attackers
and prevent Taiwan's com-
munications from being shut
down if one provider is inca-
pacitated. If "you put all your
eggs into one basket, then of
course you're also saying that
you lose everything if that
basket holder cuts the bas-
ket," Audrey Tang, minister
of digital affairs, told The
Telegraph. "Our main idea is
just diversity, and working
with as many trustworthy
vendors as possible." She is
also planning to roll out
mobile non-geostationary
satellite receivers to 700
domestic locations and three
international ones over the
next year.

UN nuclear watchdog
head may visit Russia soon

NEW YORK (Reuters):
The UN nuclear watchdog
head will not travel to
Russia this week, but a visit
is possible in the near

future, Russian  news
agency RIA reported early
on Monday, citing

Moscow's permanent repre-
sentative to international
organisations in Vienna.
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
Director General Rafael

Grossi announced that he
would visit the Russian-
held Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant in Ukraine this
week to assess the serious
situation there.

When asked if Russia
planned to invite Grossi to
Moscow in the near future,
permanent representative
Mikhail Ulyanov said that
was  "quite realistic",
according to RIA. "Not
next week, but somewhat

later, the visit of Rafael
Grossi to Russia may well
take place,” Ulyanov
added. Grossi is pressing
for a security zone to be
erected around
Zaporizhzhia, = Europe's
largest nuclear power plant
with six reactors, which has
come under repeated
shelling during the 13-
month war Russia has been
waging against its neigh-
bour.

Researchers
unearth 2,000
ram heads in
Egypt temple

CAIRO (AFP): Archaeo-
logists in Egypt have dis-
covered more than 2,000
ancient mummified sheep
heads left as offerings in a
temple to the pharaoh
Ramses II, the tourism and
antiquities ministry said.
Mummies of dogs, goats,
cows, gazelles and mon-
gooses were also exhumed

|| by a team of US archaeolo-

gists from New York

|| University at Abydos, a site

in southern Egypt famous
for its temples and tombs.

Sameh Iskandar, head of
the American mission, said
the ram heads were "offer-
ings" indicating "a cult to
Ramses II celebrated 1,000
years after his death".
Ramses II reigned over
Egypt for nearly seven
decades, from 1304 to 1237
BC. Mostafa Waziri, head
of Egypt's Supreme Coun-
cil of Antiquities, said the
finds will help people know
more about the temple of
Ramses II and the activities
which took place there
from its construction betw-
een 2374 and 2140 BC and
the Ptolemaic period, from
323 to 30 BC. As well as
the remains of mummified
animals, archaeologists dis-
covered the remains of a
palace with five-metre-
thick (16 foot) walls dating
to some 4,000 years ago.
They also found several
statues, papyri, remains of
ancient  trees, leather
clothes and shoes. Abydos,
which lies some 435 kilo-
metres (270 miles) on the
Nile river south of Cairo, is
famed for its temples such
as that of Seti I, as well as
its necropolises. Cairo reg-
ularly announces new
archeological discoveries,
which some suggest are
made more for political and
economic impact than their
scientific or historic impor-
tance.

Egypt, home to some
105 million people, is
mired in an economic crisis
and relies on tourism for 10
precent of GPD, employing
two million people. Cairo
hopes to revive tourism by
targeting 30 million visitors
a year by 2028, compared
to 13 million before the
coronavirus pandemic.
Critics, however, point to
the dilapidated state of
some archaeological sites
and museums.

Venezuela
arrests 21 in
corruption
crackdown

CARACAS (Reuters): An
expanding anti-corruption
probe in Venezuela has led to
the detention of 10 officials
and 11 businessmen, the
country's attorney general
said, adding that arrest war-
rants for 11 more people
have been issued. The inves-
tigation, which began in
October, is focused on state
oil company PDVSA, a gov-
ernment entity supervising
crypto currency operations,
and the judiciary. This week,
it led to the resignation of the
country's powerful oil minis-
ter, Tareck El Aissami, who
had served the government
for two decades.

"We are talking about one
of the most lurid plots in
recent years, which involves
officials, businessmen who
benefited from corruption
and young people - including
the so-called mafia women -
who participated in corrup-
tion and money laundering,"
Attorney General Tarek Saab
told journalists in a press
conference. A Venezuelan
entity supervising the use of
crypto currency for official
transactions was assigned oil
cargoes for sale with no
administrative control, Saab
said. Many of the buyers did
not pay for the oil corre-
spondingly, he added.
PDVSA has accumulated
$21.2 billion in commercial
accounts receivable since
2020 including $3.6 billion
potentially unrecoverable,
documents  viewed by
Reuters showed this week,
after turning to dozens of lit-
tle known intermediaries to
export its oil under US sanc-
tions.

The 21 people arrested
face accusations of appro-
priation of public assets,
money laundering, influ-
ence peddling and criminal
association. Officials
involved could also face
charges of treason, the
attorney  general  said.
Venezuela's President
Nicolas Maduro, who said
he has been directly over-
seeing the probe, this week
appointed PDVSA's head
Pedro Tellechea as new oil
minister, delegating in him
the supervision of the
whole industry.

Criticism makes 1t hard to
cooperate with West: Hungary

UNITED NATIONS (AP): The
West's steady criticism of Hungary
on democratic and cultural issues
makes the small European country's
right-wing government reluctant to
offer support on practical matters,
specifically NATO's buildup against
Russia, Hungary's foreign minister
said. In an interview with The
Associated  Press, = Hungarian
Foreign Minister Péter Szijjart6 also
said that his country has not voted on
whether to allow Finland and
Sweden to join NATO because
Hungarian lawmakers are sick of
those countries' critiques of
Hungarian domestic affairs.

Lawmakers from the governing
party plan to vote Monday in favor
of the Finnish request but "serious
concerns were raised" about Finland
and Sweden in recent months "most-
ly because of the very disrespectful
behavior of the political elites of
both countries towards Hungary,"
Szijjartd said. "You know, when
Finnish and Swedish politicians
question the democratic nature of
our political system, that's really
unacceptable,” he said.

The timing of a vote on Sweden is
harder to predict, Szijjart6 said. The
EU, which includes 21 NATO coun-
tries, has frozen billions in funds to
Budapest and accused populist
Prime Minister Viktor Orban of
cracking down on media freedom
and LGBTQ rights. Orban's admin-
istration has also been accused of
tolerating an entrenched culture of
corruption and co-opting state insti-

tutions to serve the governing Fidesz
party. In a European Parliament res-
olution, EU lawmakers declared last
year that Hungary had become "a
hybrid regime of electoral autocra-
cy" under Orban's nationalist gov-
ernment and that its undermining of
the bloc's democratic values had
taken Hungary out of the community
of democracies. That criticism raised
objections within Hungary and made
it hard for the government to support
Finland and Sweden's bids to join
NATO, Szijjart6 said. Skeptics insist
that Hungary has simply been trying
to win lucrative concessions.

When it comes to Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine, Szijjarté said that
his country's advocacy of peace does
not mean accepting that Russia
would keep the territory it currently
controls. "You know, stopping the
war and sitting around the table does
not mean that you accept the status
quo," he said. "When the war stops
and the peace talks start, it's not nec-
essary that the borders would be
where the front lines are. We know
this from our own history as well ...
Cease-fire has to come now." As for
relations with the United States,
Szijjartéd said they had a heyday
under former President Donald
Trump. His government found
things more difficult under President
Joe Biden.

In perfect, nearly unaccented
English, Szijjarté explained that
Hungary is "a clearly rightist, right-
wing, Christian Democratic, conser-
vative, patriotic government." He

then went on in terms that would be
familiar to millions of Americans.
"So we are basically against the
mainstream in any attributes of ours.
And if you are against the liberal
mainstream, and in the meantime,
you are successful, and in the mean-
time, you continue to win elections,
it's not digestible for the liberal
mainstream itself," he said. "Under
President Trump, the political rela-
tionship was as good as never
before." Key to that relationship was
Trump's acceptance of Hungary's
policies toward its own citizens. The
government has banned the sharing
of materials with minors that it
regards as a display or promotion of
homosexuality or gender reassign-
ment.

The law has been condemned by
human rights groups and politicians
from around Europe as an attack on
Hungary's LGBT community.
Szijjart6 said Trump was more wel-
coming of such measures than the
Biden administration. "He never
wanted to impose anything. He
never wanted to put pressure on us to
change our way of thinking about
family. He never wanted us to
change our way of thinking about
migration. He never wanted us to
change our way of thinking about
social issues," Szijjart6 said. He also
said Trump's attitude toward Russia
would be more welcomed by some
parties today. During Trump's term
in the White House, Russia did not
start "any attack against anyone,"
Szijjarto said.

Kenya braces for fresh
protests despite police ban

NAIROBI (AFP): Kenyans Nairobi
were bracing on Monday

for a new round of anti-

strongholds

and opposition
in  western

country,” he said. "Stop
paralysing the businesses of

month, despite Ruto insist-
ing in January there would
be no such increase. Last

government  demonstra-
tions over the high cost of
living, after the opposition
vowed the action would go
ahead despite a police ban.
Veteran opposition leader
Raila Odinga has urged
people to take to the streets,
even after protests a week
ago turned violent and
paralysed parts of the capi-
tal, Nairobi.

But police announced
the rallies would be
banned. "We will not allow
violent demonstrations,"
Inspector General of Police
Japhet Koome told
reporters. "The demonstra-
tions they plan tomorrow
(Monday) are illegal and
will not be allowed."

A university student was
killed by police fire during
the previous Monday's
clashes while 31 officers
were injured as running
battles erupted between riot
police and demonstrators in

Kenya. More than 200 peo-
ple were arrested, including
several senior opposition
politicians, while protesters
-- including Odinga's own
convoy -- were hit with tear
gas and water cannon. It
was the first major outbreak
of political unrest since
President William Ruto
took office more than six
months ago after defeating
Odinga in an election his
rival claims was "stolen".
Despite the police ban,
Odinga called on Kenyans
to join what he has called
"the mother of all demon-
strations".

"I want to tell Mr Ruto
and the IG Koome that we
are not going to be intimi-
dated," he said. "We are not
going to fear tear gas and
police." Ruto has called on
his rival to halt the action.
"I am telling Raila Odinga
that if he has a problem
with me, he should face me
and stop terrorising the

mama mboga, matatu and
other Kenyans," he said,
referring to women stall-
holders and private minibus
operators. Ruto himself
will be out of the country
on Monday for a four-day
trip to Germany and
Belgium during which he
will meet national and EU
leaders. Many Kenyans are
struggling to put food on
the table, battling high
prices for basic goods as
well as a plunging local
currency and a record
drought that has left mil-
lions hungry. During the
election campaign, Ruto
portrayed himself as cham-
pion of the downtrodden
and vowed to improve the
lot of ordinary Kenyans.
But he has since
removed subsidies for fuel
and maize flour -- a dietary
staple. And last week,
Kenya's energy regulatory
body announced a hike in
electricity prices from next

week's protests proved cost-
ly, with Nairobi losing more
than half its daily revenue
as businesses shut their
doors and people kept away
from the heart of the city,
the city's governor Johnson
Sakaja  said.  Deputy
President Rigathi Gachagua
said they cost the country
$15 million. Police said
they had launched a man-
hunt for suspects involved
in last week's riots, and pub-
lished photographs showing
people throwing rocks at
police, burning tyres and
vandalising property. But an
AFP Fact Check investiga-
tion found that a number of
the photographs were old
and unrelated to Monday's
events.

And, a red-faced
Directorate of Criminal
Investigations issued an
apology on Twitter for what
it said was a "mix-up of
images".

New Zealand raises concerns
with China over rights, Taiwan

WELLINGTON  (AFP):
New Zealand has raised
concerns with China over
human rights abuses and
growing tensions with
Taiwan, Wellington's for-
eign minister told AFP in an
interview. Nanaia Mahuta
held talks with Chinese
Foreign Minister Qin Gang
in which they discussed
"challenging issues", she
said, including human
rights in Xinjiang, free-
doms in Hong Kong and
China's influence in the
Pacific.

"There's a lot that we can
agree on and we also dis-
cussed some of the chal-
lenging issues, working
through where we don't
agree on," she said at the
New Zealand embassy in
Beijing. "Human rights was
an area where we did dis-
cuss some of those issues
where we don't agree on."
Mahuta this week made the
first visit to China by a
New Zealand foreign min-
ister since 2018. She earlier
said in a statement she had
told her counterpart that the
New Zealand government
had "deep concerns regard-
ing the human rights situa-
tion in Xinjiang and the
erosion of rights and free-

doms in Hong Kong".

In the interview, Mahuta
said she had "used the
opportunity to highlight
New Zealand's position on
Russia's illegal and unpro-
voked aggression against
Ukraine".  Beijing has
notably refrained from
using such strong language
to refer to the Russian inva-
sion, instead accusing
NATO of '"fanning the
flames". Mahuta added that
New Zealand "urged China
to use its influence with
Russia to see the withdrawal
of troops and ceasing of
war".  The  statement
affirmed that Wellington
"would be concerned by any
provision of lethal aid [by
China] in support of
Russia's  illegal — war".
President Xi Jinping's visit
to Moscow this week fur-
ther exacerbated concerns
that Beijing plans to provide
material support to Russia.
Mahuta said that despite
close economic ties between
the two countries, there
were still certain topics
related to human rights on
which the sides disagree.
New Zealand has also called
out China, its largest trading
partner, over reports of the
repression of the Uyghur

minority in Xinjiang. "In the
discussion I urged China to
respond to the recommenda-
tions of the Office of the
[UN] Human Rights
Commissioner," she told
AFP. Last year the commis-
sioner's office detailed a
string of rights violations
against Uyghurs and other
Muslim minorities in the far
northwestern region, high-
lighting "credible" allega-
tions of widespread torture,
arbitrary detention and vio-
lations of religious and
reproductive rights. Beijing
vehemently rejects the
charges and insists it is run-
ning vocational training
centres in the region to
counter extremism.

New Zealand has also
joined the United States in
accusing China of attempt-
ing to increase its military
presence in the Pacific. In
Mahuta's talks with Qin she
also raised concerns "over
developments in the South
China Sea", the statement
said. Mahuta later said that,
while New Zealand does
not take any official posi-
tion on specific territorial
disputes in the region, it
had registered "concerns
with regards to maritime
and aviation access".

Beijing has significantly
ramped up its presence
across the wider Pacific
region in recent Yyears,
including by deepening
diplomatic ties, strengthen-
ing economic relationships,
and bolstering military
capabilities. "We support
greater Pacific resilience
and that is the message that
we have put to China," said
Mahuta. Another major
flashpoint she raised was
Taiwan, whose 23.5 million
people live under constant
threat of invasion by China.
Beijing claims the self-
ruled democracy as part of
its territory to be seized one
day, by force if necessary.
China's sabre-rattling has
intensified in recent years
under Xi, and Russia's
invasion of Ukraine has
deepened fears in Taiwan
that China might move sim-
ilarly. Mahuta also met the
director of China's Central
Foreign Affairs
Commission, Wang Yi, dur-
ing her trip. She said she
hoped her trip would mark
a resumption of "high-
level" discussions between
the two nations, touting a
potential visit from New
Zealand's new  Prime
Minister Chris Hipkins.

Philadelphia residents warned

about chemical spill in river

PHILADELPHIA (AP): Philadelphia
residents are being told that they may
want to drink only bottled water fol-
lowing a chemical spill into the
Delaware River in neighboring Bucks
County. Bucks County health officials
said that a leak at the Trinseo Altuglas
chemical facility in Bristol Township
spilled between 8,100 and 12,000 gal-
lons of a water-based latex finishing
solution into the river. Officials said it
is non-toxic to humans and no known
adverse health effects have been
reported in the county.

Mike Carroll, deputy managing
director for Philadelphia's Office of

Transportation, Infrastructure and
Sustainability, said there had been no
sign of contaminants in city water but
officials "cannot be 100% certain"
traces won't show up. He called health
risks from the material "very low if
present at all" but said officials wanted
people to be aware so they could con-
sider using bottled water to drink or
cook with to further minimize any risk.
The city water department said in an
update that water "will remain safe to
drink and use" at least through
Monday, based on the time it takes
water to move through treatment and
water mains before reaching cus-

tomers. Officials said intakes to the
city's Baxter Drinking Water Treatment
Plant were closed after the spill but
they were opened overnight to main-
tain minimal water levels to avoid
damage to equipment and to supply
water for fire safety and other other
essential needs. State environmental
officials are leading the response.
Pennsylvania American Water said its
Yardley Water Treatment plant about
15 miles (24 kilometers) upstream of
the release remains unaffected. Aqua
said it shut off the intake to its Bristol
water system to protect customers and
had seen no impact from the spill.
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Role of
foreign media
in global
imperialism

HE British Broadcasting

Corporation (BBC) stopped its

Farsi Radio Service on March 26,
after 82 years of continuous broadcast.
The corporation announced the closure
of BBC Farsi and Arabic radio in
September last year as part of strategic
changes to focus on publishing content
on digital platforms.

As said, the global broadcaster has
planned to cut costs by closing its Persian
and Arabic radio stations, which would
render at least 382 employees jobless.
Accoridng to the BBC World Service, it
aims to save £28.5m million by closing
Persian and Arabic radio stations as part
of a more considerable effort to save £500
million yearly.

The British Broadcasting Corporation
launched its first Persian radio service as
part of its Empire Service on December
29, 1940, with support from the Foreign
Office during World War II. The service
had been airing the latest political, social,
economic, and sports news relevant to
Afghanistan, Iran, and Tajikistan and
gained much popularity and enjoyed cred-
ibility among the locals due to its fact
base news content and the absence of any
competitor in the early decades of its
worldwide operation. Interestingly, the
magnificent joint initiative of Macroni
corporation and the Daily Mail for public
education, and entertainment turned into a
propaganda mouthpiece after nationaliza-
tion by the UK government in 2026.

Historically, radio and print media had
been a tool for state propaganda, subver-
sion, and a source for opinion-making
within the country and abroad. Radio had
been an effective means of communica-
tion and propaganda because of its long-
range and wireless transmission during
World War I & II and during the cold war
up to the early nineties. The colonial pow-
ers including the UK, the US, Russia,
German, Japan, and France established
their outposts abroad and launched radio
programs in foreign languages to influ-
ence public opinion, spread their narra-
tives, and achieve their strategic objec-
tives in other regions. Mostly, such initia-
tives had been run by foreign ministries
and spy agencies of major nations to
accomplish their global pursuits, while
CNN, Voice of America, BBC, Voice of
Russia, German DW, NHK World Japan,
and World Radio Paris (WRP) were most
popular broadcasting services across the
globe. After the end of the cold war and
the invention of the computer and the
internet, radio services became less effec-
tive and lost their utility/ worth for gov-
ernments as well as for audiences in the
contemporary world. Currently, western
policymakers and propagandists started
the use the latest means of communica-
tion, cost-effective propaganda tools, and
result-oriented hybrid war techniques to
disseminate their message and mold pub-
lic opinion in their support. In fact, the
hegemonism, global rivalry, and unre-
stricted propaganda campaigns of great
powers had turned the world into an
unlivable place as the elements of choas
will plummet, and real peace and charm
will prevail in the universe.

Over the decades, the worldwide British
empire gradually contracted after world
war II, and multiple former colonies in the
Middle East, Asia, Africa, and Oceania
got freedom from British rule which not
only reduced the British influence in the
world but also had an adverse effect on
the British economy. The United
Kingdom, once the sole power in the
world, is now facing serious economic
challenges amid the ongoing economic
recession, the devastating impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and Brexit. The
former biggest colonial power is now con-
tracting its global footprint to reduce its
public expenses to evert imminent eco-
nomic collapse. During this era of global-
ization, the closure of colonial foreign
mouthpieces would not affect the life and
leisure of the audiences but it would sure-
ly contribute toward the consolidation of
the British economy in the days ahead.

OLLOWING a
Fstark warning from
the International
Monetary Fund that time
was running out for
Lebanon's economy, the
country's ingenious politi-
cal leadership responded
with a radical solution -
unilaterally changing the
time. You couldn't make it
up. The country is facing
starvation, hyperinflation
and civil chaos, but the
ruling class are distracted
with a legal amendment
to delay the introduction
of ""daylight saving time,"
a decision that experts
warn will cause travel
chaos, malfunctioning
electronic devices, and
nationwide confusion -
particularly as some
organizations have
already signaled that they
will go ahead with the
time change anyway.
Prime Minister Najib
Mikati and parliamentary
Speaker Nabih Berri could-
n't have offered a better
metaphor for the endless
prevarication and incompe-
tence of a leadership that
for the past four years has
been existing on borrowed
time. The head of the IMF
mission in  Lebanon,
Ernesto Ramirez Rigo,
placed the blame for the
catastrophic economic out-
look squarely on continued
inaction by Lebanese offi-
cials, and warned that a
plunge into hyperinflation
would ruin the quality of
life of many Lebanese for

Lebanon’s rulers set the
clock ticking down to destruction

years to come.

But Lebanon's elite still
behave as if it's business as
usual - dining at the same
expensive restaurants, dip-
ping into vast hard-curren-
cy reserves stashed safely
overseas, while bickering
with each other over petty
trivialities and leisurely
going round in circles over
issues of the presidency,
government formation and
a crisis exit strategy. Why
are IMF-prescribed reforms
taking for ever to imple-
ment? Because the reforms
would materially compro-
mise the wealth and
impunity of this top 0.1 per-
cent who see no problem at
all with the apocalyptic sta-
tus quo.

The architect of many of
the catastrophes wreaked
upon Lebanon, Gebran
Bassil, bizarrely sought to
incite a campaign of civil
disobedience over the time-
change issue, arguing that it
was prejudicial to
Christians. As if Christians,
or any other Lebanese sect -
in the complete absence of
electricity and basic servic-
es - are in a position to
know or care exactly what
time it is! And as if Bassil
himself hadn't already done
more than anyone alive to
undermine the status of
Lebanon's Christians!

The latest IMF warning
coincided with thousands
of protesters, including
retired soldiers, trying to
break through a fence lead-
ing to Beirut's government

Baria Alamuddin

headquarters, and with
protests erupting elsewhere
across the country.
Demonstrators  furiously
blamed the authorities'
incompetence and corrup-
tion for triggering an addi-
tional sharp decline in the
value of the Lebanese
pound, further exacerbating
financial hardship. These
are veterans who have ded-
icated their entire careers to
protecting Lebanon and
who are among the most
loyal demographics to
Lebanon's governing sys-
tem. Monthly pensions for
retired military personnel
and public sector workers
are now just over $20!
"Don't they feel guilty
about the retired members
of the military who have
served their country all
their lives, given that they
are starving and not able to
access medical care servic-
es?" one protester said.
Meanwhile, Hassan
Nasrallah is yet again saber
rattling toward Israel. After
Hezbollah staged minor
provocations inside north-
ern Israel, Nasrallah dared
Tel Aviv to invade: "If
Israel starts a war against
Lebanon for what hap-
pened, it could lead to a
battle in the entire region,"
he crowed. Using unusually
specific language,
Nasrallah threatened that
the killing of even one indi-
vidual could provoke a
major Hezbollah response.

But Israel is already strik-
ing targets associated with
Hezbollah and its allies
inside Syria on a near daily
basis, not to mention the
killing of senior personnel
from the Hezbollah-Iran
axis.

Everybody knows that
Nasrallah has no intention
of responding to this. In
recent days there has been
the worst outbreak of hos-
tilities in several years
between US forces and
Hezbollah-aligned paramil-
itaries in eastern Syria,
which risks triggering
region-wide conflagration.

Iran-backed paramili-
taries have been entrench-
ing themselves along the
Syria-Iraq border for sever-
al years now, including
massive fortifications and
deep underground tunnels
bristling with missiles.
With US President Joe
Biden warning militias to
"be prepared for us to act
forcefully to protect our
people," there is potential
for these tit-for-tat strikes
to escalate in a climate in
which US-Iran negotiations
have long since broken
down.

As Benjamin Netanyahu
and his neo-fascist cronies
hurl Israel into one of the
worst political crises in its
history - with the sole
objective of keeping him
out of jail - combined with
Netanyahu's own escalating
rhetoric against Iran and

Hezbollah, the entire region
trembles on an unpre-
dictable knife edge.

If Nasrallah does eventu-
ally get his wish and goads
Israel into  attacking
Lebanon directly, he will
already be hiding in his
bunker deep underground,
along with cronies and fam-
ily members, while thou-
sands of innocent Lebanese
are killed and the country
reduced to smouldering
ruins. It is abominable that
Nasrallah's mind is mulling
over such confrontations
when much of the nation is
slowly starving to death in
unimaginable misery. So
many people are tolerating
unbearable pain because
they don't have money for
medical treatment, and
because there aren't any
medicines in any case and
the few hospitals that
haven't closed their doors
scarcely function after los-
ing most of their staff and
equipment. Amid these
traumas, suicide rates have
soared and families routine-
ly die at sea as they flee in
unseaworthy vessels.
Hospital morgues are over-
flowing with rotting bodies
in non-functioning fridges
because citizens can't
afford coffins.

Lebanon in 2023 is a
semi-decomposed  body
gasping for its last breaths,
while the rate of decline of
its vital organs continues to
accelerate. The entire polit-
ical class appears to have
resolved that it is better to

hasten Lebanon's absolute
destruction, rather than to
take one iota of action that
might diminish their rates
of accumulation of corrupt
wealth. Such figures have a
choice of luxury villas in
Dubai, Paris or Qom to
retreat to and probably have
their exit plans impeccably
prepared, private jets fueled
up on the runway for the
day when Lebanon finally
disintegrates altogether. In
this climate, Nasrallah
needs to watch his mouth
and halt his ridiculous war-
mongering, because he is
unleashing forces he can't
control, which will destroy
his organization along with
Lebanon in its entirety.

The last time Lebanon
dissolved into full-blown
armed conflict in the 1970s
and 1980s, the resulting
anarchy sucked in the entire
region - Israel, Syria, the
Palestinian movement, Iran
and the West. The 2011
Syria conflict likewise rap-
idly became regionalized,
even dragging in Russia,
while spawning an entire
alphabet of radical and ter-
rorist factions. Without
drastic action - and by this I
mean far-reaching Arab and
Western intervention - the
eruption of a new Lebanese
and region-straddling con-
flagration is simply a mat-
ter of time. The warning
bells have been ringing for
a long time now. Is it possi-
ble that, still, nobody is lis-
tening?

Arab News

ANCTIONS have
Sbecome all the rage

in international poli-
tics. The United States and
its allies are imposing
them on rivals with
increasing frequency and
severity. And those rivals
are reciprocating where
they can. Now, American
states, too, are increasing-
ly getting in on the act.
And that's bad news - for
the world, and for US for-
eign policy. A much-publi-
cised episode of a Chinese
balloon entering US air-
space seems to have creat-
ed new energy for such
restrictions and has led to
legislation being proposed
in at least 11 states.

On Wednesday, the
South Carolina State Senate
passed a bill barring owner-
ship of land in the state by
citizens of US geopolitical
adversaries Russia, China,
North Korea, Iran and
Cuba. The bill's top sponsor
even compared a planned
purchase of South Carolina
land by a Chinese biomed-

ical firm with the Trojan
Horse plot of Greek
mythology.  Meanwhile,

Texas State Senator Lois
Kolkhorst has proposed a
similar law that has drawn
strong condemnation on
human rights grounds but
has been defended by Greg
Abbott, the state's
Republican governor. A
simple reading of the origi-
nal version of this bill
would lead one to conclude
that any individual who
holds citizenship from any
of the mentioned countries,
or any firms which they
own, would be barred from
owning property. This
would have included
American citizens who hold
dual citizenship. Since then,
the language has been soft-
ened to protect dual citizens
and permanent residents but
not citizens of those coun-
tries residing in Texas on a

China, Russia face sanctions
from US states now. That’s dangerous

Ahmadi Ali

visa.

Implementation of such
language would impose
new and unusual due dili-
gence requirements on
common land transactions.
Meanwhile, creating special
restrictions on  various
immigrant communities to

sanctions are for the satis-
faction of domestic onlook-
ers, they will not be
designed and implemented
with an eye towards effica-
cy and the security context.
Other scholars, however,

cy decisions due to its clear
mandate and wherewithal in
this field. Congress has a
constitutional role in for-
eign policy matters but it's
far more likely to be influ-
enced by domestic political

whether taxes or abortion
rights. Yet their meddling in
foreign policy isn't super-
fluous - it can actually be
reckless, for global diplo-
macy and for US foreign
policy. Here's how. As writ-
ten, the mentioned meas-
ures are unlikely to mean-

In the US, the executive branch has always been best suited to make for-
eign policy decisions due to its clear mandate and wherewithal in this field.
Congress has a constitutional role in foreign policy matters but it's far
more likely to be influenced by domestic political pressures and national
anxieties. The executive branch largely controlled sanctions policy through-
out the Cold War era. But after the fall of the Soviet Union, as major
threats to the homeland faded, Congressional and sub-federal forces
became increasingly involved in this field. While Congress has largely
ceded its war power authority in the modern era, it has become more active
in sanctioning due to an impulse of members to be seen as projecting power
against American adversaries even when it interferes with the president's
efforts to engage in strategic policy.

own property poses human
rights concerns. Existing
sanctions laws and Treasury
Department designations
already block leaders from
those American adversaries
from transferring money
into the US or owning prop-
erty in the country.
Meanwhile, recently intro-
duced federal legislation
aims to ban US adversaries
from purchasing large
swaths of farmland in the
US.

So why would a state
engage in what is essential-
ly a foreign policy and
national security matter?
On the one hand, some
scholars see sanctions as
often being a product of
domestic politics, aimed at
portraying muscle to the
electorate, at times influ-
enced by pressure groups
such as "ethnic lobbies".
Those in this camp of schol-
ars are more inclined to
believe that sanctions are
not particularly effective. If

argue that sanctions are
indeed imposed due to a
meaningful effort to address
national security concerns.
Like many in the nation-
al security decision-making
scholarship community, I
feel both of these binary
constructions frequently fail
when confronted with the
history of economic sanc-
tions. The truth is that for-
eign policy choices are a
product of complex national
security  matrices  that
accommodate both foreign
policy and domestic politi-
cal considerations. Yet irre-
spective of one's overall
view on the efficacy of
sanctions more broadly, it is
hard for anyone to deny that
policies against foreign
nationals adopted by state
governments can have little

explanation other than
domestic and even local
politics.

In the US, the executive
branch has always been best
suited to make foreign poli-

pressures and national anxi-
eties. The executive branch
largely controlled sanctions
policy throughout the Cold
War era. But after the fall of
the Soviet Union, as major
threats to the homeland
faded, Congressional and
sub-federal forces became
increasingly involved in
this field. While Congress
has largely ceded its war
power authority in the mod-
ern era, it has become more
active in sanctioning due to
an impulse of members to
be seen as projecting power
against American adver-
saries even when it inter-
feres with the president's
efforts to engage in strategic
policy.

What about state legisla-
tors and governors? They
have no real national securi-
ty staff nor the relevant
mandate, as their elections
almost always lack any
meaningful foreign policy
discussion and are decided
based on provincial issues,

ingfully interfere with the
federal government's ability
to carry out its foreign poli-
cy. But one can imagine a
scenario in which sanctions
imposed by states do just
that.

New York state and
California preside over
major nodes of the global
banking community and
the international technolo-
gy supply chain. Texas
itself is a major player in
global energy markets.
Other states can wield a
more narrow version of
such powers as well. There
are already examples of
when New York State has
targeted European firms for
their perceived violation of
sanctions, ignoring objec-
tions at the federal level.
States can, as the federal
government has  often
done, impose restrictions
on firms operating in their
jurisdiction in a way that
has extraterritorial conse-
quences. This in turn sets

up a precarious dynamic.
The federal government
might have to mollify or
negotiate with state gov-
ernments led by ambitious
politicians responding to
special interests or catering
to local constituencies.

Equally, state govern-
ments of the party in oppo-
sition can actively undercut
diplomatic efforts of the
federal government using
such sanctions. For exam-
ple, a federal effort to ease
sanctions on Cuba could
create political momentum
for state sanctions in
Florida, where families of
those who fled communist
rule are a powerful lobby.
Ultimately, sanctions are a
tool of foreign policy and
the capacity to modulate or
even repeal them is critical
to accomplishing the politi-
cal goals behind sanctions
campaigns. For the presi-
dent or Congress to have to
lobby with state govern-
ments, each representing a
fraction of the overall popu-
lation, to alter America's
sanctions against a country
would represent a bizarre
new obstacle to the federal
government's ability to
carry out its foreign policy
obligations.

The proposed Texas and
South Carolina laws are
textbook examples of sanc-
tions as political grand-
standing meant for domes-
tic consumption. They are
also a reminder of the jingo-
istic zeal that can be nur-
tured and exploited by for-
eign policy amateurs at the
state level. As we embark
upon what scholar Peter A
G van Bergeijk calls the
"second wave" of global
sanctions, states will likely
look further to getting in on
the act with human rights
and global affairs.
Washington's basic ability
to carry out a coherent for-
eign policy hangs in the bal-
ance.

Turkiye’s political

HE Turkish parlia-

I ment has decided to

hold this year's
national elections on May
14. President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan support-
ed this date because it
coincides with the 77th
anniversary, to the day, of
the 1950 elections. The
1950 elections marked the
end of the monopoly in
power of the Republican
People's Party, estab-
lished in 1923 by Mustafa
Kemal Ataturk, the
founder of the Turkish
Republic. Several negoti-
ations took place this
month between the vari-
ous coalitions formed
among the political par-
ties ahead of the confir-
mation of the ultimate
date for the parliamen-
tary and presidential
votes.

Beginning with the rul-
ing Justice and aevelop-
ment Party, known as the
AKP, it sealed agreements
with two parties. One of
them is the New Welfare

Party. This party is the con-
tinuation of the Welfare
Party, established by the
conservative leader
Necmettin Erbakan. His
son Fatih Erbakan estab-
lished a party that he named
the New Welfare Party to
emphasize that it is the con-
tinuation of the party estab-
lished by his late father.
Fatih's negotiations with
the AKP looked as if they
were going to fail at one
stage. There were two criti-
cal points in the negotia-
tions. One was the AKP's
request that the New
Welfare Party should not
participate in 23 constituen-
cies because it had previ-
ously lost in these con-
stituencies by a small mar-
gin. Therefore, it was
expected that, when the
New Welfare Party did not
participate in these con-
stituencies, the conserva-
tive votes would go to the
AKP. How this controversy
was ultimately solved has
not been disclosed. Some
serious exchanges of con-

parties make preelection concessions

Yasar Yakis

cessions must have taken
place behind closed doors.
The sober faces of the
negotiators during the sign-
ing ceremony may be a sign
that the agreement did not
please everyone.

The second bone of con-
tention was Fatih's request
to amend the law on the
"Protection of the Family
and the Prevention of
Violence Against Women."
Public opinion will soon
know the exact extent of
the amendment. However,
independent from the bar-
gaining between these two
parties, the disclosure of
the fact that there was dis-
agreement on this subject
has led to a wider debate on
the subject. It involved the
deputy chairman of the
AKP in charge of family
affairs as well as the minis-
ter of family. They had to
side with women's rights.
We will soon find out the
details of this bargain.
Another important agree-

ment was made between
the AKP and its successful
former Finance Minister
Mehmet Simsek. He had
parted ways with the AKP
several years ago and
returned to his former job
in international finance.
The third major negotia-
tions were conducted by the
AKP with HUDAPAR.
This is a political party
known for brutal assassina-
tions of its opponents.
Several years ago, Erdogan
did not spare any blame for
this party. It is mainly based
in southeastern Anatolia,
although it also has a pres-
ence elsewhere in Turkiye.
It has no seats in parliament
and received just 0.3 per-
cent of the votes in the
2018 general election. In
light of this background, it
is unclear whether the
AKP's bargaining with this
party will increase its votes
or, on the contrary, turn
undecided voters away
from the AKP. Another set

of negotiations were held,
this time between the main
opposition Republican
People's Party, known as
the CHP, and the pro-
Kurdish HDP (Peoples'
Democratic Party), whose
nationwide political
strength is estimated to be
about 12 percent. These
negotiations were conclud-
ed with a wide-ranging
concurrence of views. So,
the agreement can be con-
sidered to be sealed.

Many presidential candi-
dates have already applied
for the post. Each of them
needs 100,000 signatures
for their candidacy to be
confirmed by the Supreme
Electoral Council. It is
obvious that the competi-
tion will take place between
Erdogan and  Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, the leader of
the CHP. The remainder
must have applied in the
expectation that, in the sec-
ond round of voting, they
may negotiate concessions
with either of the leading
two parties. Muharrem Ince

has become an active play-
er in the upcoming elec-
tions. He has decided to
participate under the banner
of his Homeland Party,
which is a breakaway from
the CHP. He ran as the CHP
candidate in the last presi-
dential election and won
about 30 percent of the
vote. The opposition parties
tried to persuade him not to
run as an independent can-
didate this time around, as
the votes cast in his favor
will be deducted from the
opposition parties. The rul-
ing AKP is doing every-
thing it can to promote Ince
so that he steals as many
votes as possible from the
opposition parties. There is
strong pressure coming
from the opposition quar-
ters to persuade him to give
up. But he still maintains
his ambivalent position. If
Erdogan wins again, he will
have a hard time fulfilling
the exaggerated promises
he is currently making. For
now, however, his first tar-
get is to win the elections.
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It is time to phase out fossil fuels

N March 20, the United
ONations' top experts on

climate science released a
synthesis report on climate
change. In it, the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), the world's peak
climate science body declares
that we have fallen dangerously
behind in trying to control cli-
mate change as our greenhouse
gas emissions continue to grow
instead of decline.

"The pace and scale of what has
been done so far, and current plans
are insufficient to tackle climate
change," the authors of the report
warn. Despite these and previous
warnings by scientists, the world is
dragging its feet on taking the dras-
tic climate action needed to keep
the world from warming more than
1.5 degrees Celsius - the threshold
beyond which climate change will
have the most devastating conse-
quences for humanity.

We are already witnessing what
climate chaos can do to our civili-
sation. Our nations - the United
States and Bangladesh - are already
suffering. Millions of Americans
and Bangladeshis have been hit by
floods, droughts and other extreme
weather made worse by climate
change. We have lost countless
lives and suffered enormous eco-
nomic losses due to our inaction.
As elected representatives in the
US and Bangladeshi legislatures
who care for the fate of our com-
munities, we call for immediate

Saber Chowdhury & Ed Markey

action on climate change. We know
that we cannot limit global warm-
ing to 1.5C unless we cut signifi-
cantly our carbon emissions. That
is why, we need to agree to phase
out fossil fuels starting right now.

The IPCC report is the latest and
direst warning that we need to
reduce drastically our reliance on
fossil fuels. Burning of coal, oil
and gas has been the source of 64
percent of carbon dioxide emis-
sions since the industrial revolu-
tion; over the past 10 years, this
ratio has grown to 86 percent.
Carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases drive up the Earth's
temperature, which creates a spi-
ralling crisis of extreme weather,
rising sea levels, disease, biodiver-
sity loss, water stress and poverty.

Despite being aware of this
problem for decades, the fossil fuel
industry continues to put profits
first and ignore scientists' warn-
ings. That is why, we need leaders
who will put the people first. We
need leaders at international finan-
cial institutions like the World
Bank to firmly commit to address-
ing climate change and better sup-
porting vulnerable nations - not
doubling down on fossil fuel
investments.

Since the Paris Agreement was
signed, the World Bank has contin-
ued to invest billions in fossil fuel
projects. It has fallen behind on its
already meagre climate commit-

ments, which are less ambitious
than the baseline targets set by
other development banks. The
World Bank and other international
financial institutions need to take
immediate action and commit to a
fossil fuel phase-out that complies
with the 1.5C target. We also need
elected officials in nations across
the globe to work in concert to
address this planetary crisis. We
need heads of state to pick up the
pace on talks to end fossil fuels and
follow the example of those who
are leading the way.

Tuvalu, Vanuatu and the
European Parliament have
endorsed the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty. Colombia
says it will ban new oil and gas
exploration. Costa Rica and
Denmark created the Beyond Oil
and Gas Alliance, a growing clus-
ter of countries driving forward
the managed phase-out of oil and
gas production. That list needs to
grow. Developed nations like the
United States hold a much greater
responsibility for climate change
than the nations most affected by
it, like Bangladesh. Yet, the latter
are forced to foot the bill for the
devastation wrought on their
shores. We cannot continue to
allow wealthy countries to exter-
nalise the damage of their pollu-
tion spree.

That is why, we also need lead-
ers to uphold the promise of sup-

port made at last year's COP27 to
nations at the front line of climate
change and contribute meaningful-
ly to an international loss and dam-
age fund. International coopera-
tion, commitments and treaties
work because they provide
accountability and set deadlines.
As we work simultaneously on
domestic  efforts - from
Bangladesh's visionary Mujib
Climate Prosperity Plan to the
United States' Inflation Reduction
Act - we must commit as a global
community to phase out fossil
fuels. A global commitment to
phase out fossil fuels would inject
urgency and decisiveness into a
debate where we have no more
time left to lose. That is why, we
have joined hundreds of parlia-
mentarians from across the world
calling for stronger international
collaboration to end fossil fuels.
This year, a political opportuni-
ty to make that possible is on the
horizon. The first "global stock-
take" - a convention held by the
United Nations to measure the
progress of countries and other
shareholders in meeting the goals
established in the Paris Agreement
- is our chance to get a reality
check, hit the political reset button
and start working hard to avert the
most devastating consequences of
climate change. It is time to end the
cause of this carnage and seize the
moment to phase out fossil fuels
for good.
Aljazeera
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There’s more to life than work - as everyone

AST Thursday marked
I three years since the start

of the first British lock-
down - and by implication, the
third anniversary of the start of a
conversation about life and work
that is still going on, in the UK
and all over the world. As people
were confined to their homes, it
soon became clear that many of
them were thinking deeply about
their jobs, and the sacrifices they
often required. Suddenly, people
had time to consider more funda-
mental thoughts about family
life, caring, free time, and the
horrors of the daily commute. By
the autumn of 2020, the result
was a huge amount of media
noise about rising conflicts
between people's ''core values"
and their everyday lives, the
choices they were starting to
make, and the newly fashionable
prospect of somehow exiting the
rat race. And it has never died
down.

"Get your fucking ass up and
work," says that goddess of hard
graft Kim Kardashian. But the cul-
tural winds seem to be blowing in
the opposite direction. Last year,
Microsoft's annual work trend
index found that 47% of its
"employee respondents” said they
were "more likely to prioritise fam-
ily and personal life over work than
they were prior to the pandemic".
We now talk about quiet quitting:
the art of mentally cutting loose
from your job - and, to quote the
young American whose TikTok
video sent the concept viral, "the
hustle-culture mentality that work
has to be your life". Politicians and
journalists fuss and fret over the
so-called Great Resignation, the
social shift that has seen some peo-
ple changing jobs in pursuit of bet-
ter pay and greater wellbeing,
while others have embraced early
retirement or simply exited the job
market. In France, the tensions that
swirl around life, work and politics
are being spectacularly highlighted
by the revolt against President

John Harris

Macron's plans to raise the nation-
al retirement age. Here in the UK,
their most obvious manifestation is
a very British backlash against
shifting public attitudes that is
driven by the political right - Tory
MPs and their allies in the press
still equate working from home
with the scourge of wokeness.
Meanwhile, senior
Conservatives pin the blame for
our current Brexit-related labour
shortages on an entirely imaginary
army of malingerers and benefit
scroungers, as if the solution lies in
shaking out jobcentres and brazen-
ly denying the barriers that sit
between paid employment and ill-
ness and disability. "We believe
work is a virtue," said Jeremy Hunt
in his budget speech, combining
his pitch for Aristotelian profundi-
ty with a quotation from the mil-
lionaire haulier Eddie Stobart:
"The only place success comes
before work is the dictionary." The
chancellor also recited an aphorism
parroted by Tory and Labour politi-
cians for the best part of 30 years:
"Those who can work, should."
The unspoken class element of that
kind of rhetoric demands to be
called out. As ever, the idle recipi-
ents of unearned wealth and inher-
ited fortunes escape any kind of
censure. Meanwhile, even if some
people are newly au fait with short-
er working weeks and flexitime,
these look set to remain largely
middle-class privileges. For mil-
lions of others, the trade-off
between work and life continues to
fall only one way, not least when it
comes to the tensions between
employment and caring responsi-
bilities. The Conservatives are still
fond of presenting themselves as
the party of the family; the truth, as
ever, is that millions of people's
roles as  mothers, fathers,
guardians, carers and all the rest
must always come second to push-
ing them into the grind of paid
employment, even if that has no

end of human consequences.

The announcements in Hunt's
"back to work" budget contained a
particularly vivid example of this,
which also highlighted a huge
social change that is still over-
looked. Fifteen years ago, lone par-
ents - mothers, mostly - who were
on the benefit then known as
income support were not required
to look for paid work until their
youngest child left full-time educa-
tion at either 16 or 18. But towards
the end of the New Labour years,
against the backdrop of such social
reforms as Sure Start, the relevant
age was reduced first to 12, then
10, with steps then taken to cut it to
seven. And once the Tory-Liberal
Democrat coalition had taken
office, it went down even further.
Now the government is going to
effectively bin the remaining
"parental easements" in the bene-
fits system. Thanks to changes
made in 2017, when their youngest
child turns three - three! - "lead
carers" who claim universal credit
must currently make themselves
available for up to 16 hours of
work a week and agree to take part
in timed "job searches". And that
requirement will now increase to
up to 30 hours, a drastic move that
will particularly hit lone parents,
supposedly facilitated by the gov-
ernment's proposed expansion of
state-funded childcare, although
huge question marks hover over
whether that childcare exists and
what a sudden expansion in entitle-
ments could mean for existing pro-
vision. Note also yet another bit of
classist sophistry: the fact that
Hunt is aiming to bring highly paid
people back into the labour force
by scrapping the upper limit on
pensions savings and thereby
showering them with cash - where-
as those lower down the social
hierarchy are to be kicked back
into work under the threat of hav-
ing their benefits docked.

Last week, I spoke to Kate

Andersen, an academic from the
University of York who specialises
in women's experiences of work
and the benefits system. The gov-
ernment's plans for parents, she told
me, "very much say that your pri-
mary contribution in society is to
undertake paid work - and if you're
not doing that, you're a lesser citi-
zen. It really undervalues how
important unpaid care is to human
flourishing, and the relational val-
ues of love involved in care." This
is not, just to be clear, the kind of
argument voiced last week by the
Tory MP George Eustice, when he
talked about women being "biolog-
ically wired" for a "natural nurtur-
ing role". In principle, it could just
as easily be applied to male care-
givers. The point is that in the most
fundamental sense, there has to be
more to life than paid work.
Andersen sent me excerpts from
her interviews with people who had
been subject to the kind of compul-
sory "job search" regimes that the
government seems to be set on
expanding, spending endless, usu-
ally futile hours looking for work
and applying for jobs. One quoted
an unnamed mother who wanted to
emphasise "things that are really
important like being able to read
with [children] after school and
being able to go out and buy them a
pair of shoes because you've got
time.

Those things are not seen as
important ... [but] they are impor-
tant." They really are. So are our
responsibilities to older relatives
and friends - which, as we confront
the realities of an increasingly age-
ing society, will become equally
inescapable. One of the key social
questions of the 21st century will
be simple: who will have time for
caring? In the depths of lockdown,
millions of people thought about
exactly that issue. The fact that the
government is now offering only
the cruellest, most class-based of
answers speaks volumes about how
little they understand the future.

The Guardians

Trump’s support
faces its biggest test

HE Platte River
Tflows eastward

through Nebraska
at depths far too shallow
for shipping. "In some
places it is a mile wide
and three-quarters of an
inch deep," the writer
Edgar Nye said in 1889,
coining a phrase still in
use. Last week, as former
President Donald
Trump's legal troubles
continued to mount, so
did a fundamental ques-
tion about the 2024
Republican presidential
campaign. Is Trump's
support in the GOP rock-
solid, as suggested by the
many party figures who
rushed to his defense and
the fans who attended his
rally Saturday - or is it
only a mile wide and an
inch deep?

If prosecutors in New
York City, Atlanta and
Washington bring any
charges against him - and
there's no assurance they
will - would it strengthen
his support or complicate
and potentially weaken his
campaign for the
Republican nomination? So
far, Trump is leading the
pack in early primary
polling and could even see
his numbers grow if he is
arrested - as he predicted
last weekend. That arrest
has not happened.

"The danger facing
Republicans is that they
will either have to bind
themselves even tighter to
the mast of an intensely
polarizing figure, or risk
splitting the party by not
coming out in his defense,"
wrote Patrick T. Brown.
"Navigating between those
pitfalls will require some
willingness to criticize
Trump," he added. "The
more daring Republicans
may try to ding Trump for
his seamy behavior even

Richard Galant

while attacking the politi-
cized prosecution. One of
Trump's presumed rivals
for the nomination, Gov.
Ron DeSantis of Florida,
took a not-so-veiled shot at
the former president's
behavior," Brown noted.

"I don't know what goes
into paying hush money to
a porn star to secure silence
over some type of alleged
affair," DeSantis said even
as he accused Manhattan
District Attorney Alvin
Bragg of "pursuing a politi-
cal agenda and weaponiz-
ing the office." If Trump is
prosecuted, he could reap
short-term gains, wrote
Republican strategist Karl
Rove in the Wall Street
Journal. "An indictment
would likely provoke many
MAGA Republicans to
rally around Mr. Trump, at
least temporarily. His
standing in 2024 GOP pri-
mary polls might improve
as a shoddy case from a
left-wing district attorney is
likely to anger partisans,"
but Rove added, "Mr.
Trump's strategy appears to
focus exclusively on win-
ning the votes of true
believers. But many are
suffering Trump fatigue
and there weren't enough of
them to re-elect him last
time."

"The most probable
result of his current ranting
and raving will be to con-
vince more Republicans
that he's unelectable." Still,
Trump "thrives on media
attention,” observed Julian
Zelizer. "This is his major
weapon in political combat.
He loves to dominate the
news cycle, redirect nation-
al conversations, lash out at
his enemies and eclipse all
other issues."

"It doesn't seem to mat-
ter that much of the atten-

tion is negative. As presi-
dent, reality television star
and real estate mogul,
Trump has cast himself as a
fighter who has warded off
individuals and institutions
that he claims are out to get
him.

This is an essential part
of his political persona: the
aggrieved public figure
who is at perpetual war
with the world around
him." On Saturday, Trump
held his first rally since
announcing he is running
for president again. The
location: Waco, Texas. As
Nicole Hemmer pointed
out, "the rally coincides
with the 30th anniversary
of a siege just outside of
Waco between religious
extremists, a sect known as
the Branch Davidians led
by David Koresh, and the
federal government. The
51-day standoff began in
February 1993 and ended in
mid-April with a fire that
killed 76 people, including
25 children ... For three
decades, the city's name has
been a touchstone for
groups who see the federal
government not just as a
problem but as the central
enemy in a slow-rolling
civil war."

"In choosing Waco as
the kickoff site for his cam-
paign rallies, Trump has
signaled that his courtship
of extremist groups will
continue, and that he sees
his role as a pivotal figure
in the far-right mythos as
central to his efforts to
retake the presidency,"
Hemmer observed. A
spokesperson for Trump
said Waco was selected
because it is conveniently
located "to have as many
supporters from across the
state and in neighboring
states attend this historic
rally."

CNN

Rwanda has to probe killings of Opp members

ODAY, we observe the

I International Day for the

Right to the Truth
Concerning Gross Human
Rights Violations and for the
Dignity of Victims. One purpose
of this important annual obser-
vance, as stated by the United
Nations, is to ''pay tribute to
those who have devoted their
lives to, and lost their lives in, the
struggle to promote and protect
human rights for all''. The list of
such people is long in my coun-
try, Rwanda. It includes mem-
bers of opposition groups, inde-
pendent activists and journalists,
among many others.

While all those who fell in the
battle to uphold human rights in
Rwanda deserve to be remembered
and honoured on this day, here I
would like to pay special tribute to
those who lost their lives, or disap-
peared, after responding to my call
to struggle for the establishment of
genuine democracy, respect for
human rights and rule of law in our
homeland. Iragena Illumine, who
worked as a nurse at the King
Faisal Hospital in Kigali, was a
member of my previous party,
United Democratic Forces (FDU-
Inkingi). In March 2016, she went
missing on her way to work. Her
family reported her disappearance
to the police, but never received an
official response. Worried by the
lack of information on her situa-
tion, international human rights
organisations also sent queries to
the government. These were also
left unanswered. I heard of
Iragena's disappearance while I
was still in prison and was devas-
tated. She had been one of my
strongest sources of support during
my incarceration, regularly visiting
me in prison. The last message I
ever received from Iragena was
handwritten on the front page of
the book that she helped me pub-
lish from behind bars. She
arranged for a copy to be sent to
my cell and signed it with "the

Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza

struggle for democracy continues".
Iragena was in her early thirties
and a mother of four when she dis-
appeared. One of her kids has spe-
cial needs and suffered immensely
from being deprived of her moth-
er's care at a young age.

Boniface Twagirimana, a father
of two in his early 40s, was deputy
leader of FDU-Inkingi. In
September 2017, while I was still
in prison, he and several other
members of my party were arrested
and charged with crimes linked to
state security, including forming an
irregular armed group and offences
against the president. The arrests
came after Twagirimana
denounced the killing of local party
representative Damascene
Habarugira as a politically moti-
vated murder tied to his opposition
to the government's agricultural
planning policies. Habarugira had
gone missing after meeting an offi-
cial responsible for village securi-
ty. A few days later, his family
members were called to collect his
badly mutilated body from a local
hospital. In  October 2018,
Twagirimana was transferred alone
from a prison in Kigali to one in
southern Rwanda. His family was
not informed of the transfer. Three
days later, the authorities
announced that he had disappeared
and suggested he must have
escaped without presenting any
supporting evidence. To this day,
Twagiramana's spouse is not able
to explain to her children what hap-
pened to their father. Anselme
Mutuyimana was my assistant. In
March 2019, the 30-year-old was
kidnapped from a bus station in the
western Mahoko area. A day later,
his body was found in a forest
close to his parents' home.
Mutuyimana was killed just six
months after his release from
prison, where he spent six years
accused of inciting insurrection.
His alleged crime was to invite

young people from his region to
participate in a meeting with the
secretary general of my party.
Anselme's mother had passed away
a few months before his release
and at the time of his death, he was
looking forward to comforting his
father and spending time with him.
The old man, who was already
struggling with his wife's sudden
death, was left heavily traumatised
after his son's passing.

Eugene Ndereyimana, 29, was a
popular FDU-Inkingi representa-
tive in Rwanda's Eastern Province.
He went missing in July 2019 and
has never been seen or heard from
since. Just two months before his
disappearance, in May 2019, we
travelled together to the Eastern
Province to meet our party's sup-
porters there. During our visit, we
got into an argument with local
government representatives. As the
exchange became heated,
Ndereyimana started recording on
his mobile phone. Officials ordered
him to delete the recording, but he
refused. When he went missing,
Ndereyimana was a father of two
sons and his wife was pregnant
with their third child. Syldio
Dusabumuremyi, a father of two,
was the national coordinator of
FDU-Inkingi. In September 2019,
two unidentified men stabbed him
to death as he worked in the shop
of a health centre in the Southern
Province. Just two days before his
murder, he had told me that he
feared he might be the next opposi-
tion member to be killed or "disap-
peared". His children still do not
know who killed their father and
why.

Venant Abayisenga, 30, was a
close aide of mine. In June 2020,
he left my house to buy some cred-
it for his phone and has not been
seen or heard from since. Venant
spent two and a half years in prison
accused of terrorism. He was
acquitted of all charges and

released in January 2020, just six
months before his disappearance.
Shortly before he went missing, he
had recorded and uploaded to
YouTube a video in which he
talked about the torture he suffered
during the early days of his deten-
tion. Venant was an orphan. His
two siblings still wonder what hap-
pened to their brother. The Rwanda
Investigation Bureau (RIB) is yet
to announce concrete findings in
any of the aforementioned cases.

It is extremely painful for me to
witness my followers and other
members of the opposition being
arrested, killed or forcefully disap-
peared as they struggle towards
protecting and promoting the rule
of law, human rights and democra-
cy in Rwanda. When I came to
Rwanda to engage in political
activities, I was prepared to make
the ultimate sacrifice for my coun-
try - I was prepared to die to ensure
the establishment of genuine
democracy. During my years of
struggle, I met countless activists
and opposition members who have
the same conviction. Just like the
late Nelson Mandela, we all
believe "only through hardship,
sacrifice and militant action can
freedom be won". We will not give
up our struggle, and we will not
stop fighting for the betterment of
Rwanda. We also will not forget
about our unjustly incarcerated and
mysteriously killed and disap-
peared friends and colleagues.

On this International Right to
Truth Day, I therefore call on my
government to set up an independ-
ent commission of inquiry to
investigate mysterious deaths and
disappearances of opposition
members, including those of my
friends and colleagues. Truth and
accountability will not only help
the families of those we lost heal,
but will also improve Rwanda's
image in the international arena
and pave the way for a more dem-
ocratic, peaceful and prosperous
future for our people.

Saudi-Iran deal opens the
door to peace in Yemen

NE of the most
important issues
linked to the recent

agreement between Saudi
Arabia and Iran is a possi-
ble end to the conflict in
Yemen. This month's deal
was a step in the right
direction, as the Iranian
government has asserted
that rapprochement with
the Kingdom will help
achieve this critical objec-
tive.

The Iranian leaders
appear optimistic that the
detente between Tehran and
Riyadh will indeed bring
peace to Yemen. In a meet-
ing with UN Special Envoy
for Yemen Hans Grundberg
just a few days after the
agreement was sealed,
Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
insisted that his government
"backs any negotiations
which would help establish
peace and stability in
Yemen."

It has also been reported
that Iran's permanent mis-
sion to the UN believes the
deal with Saudi Arabia
stands to contribute to the
realization of a permanent
ceasefire in Yemen. A state-
ment released by the mis-
sion said that the reinstate-
ment of diplomatic ties
would have "positive"
implications on the bilater-
al, regional and internation-
al levels. "It appears (there-
fore) that reestablishment of
political relations between
Iran and Saudi Arabia will
accelerate the achievement
of a ceasefire in Yemen,"
the statement noted. Several
other positive developments
have occurred since the
Saudi-Iranian pact was
reached. For example, the
UN has initiated "intense"
diplomacy as a result.
Grundberg told the UN
Security Council this month
that there has been "a step
change in the scope and
depth of the discussions."

Dr. Majid Rafizadeh

He also urged Yemen's
internationally recognized
government and the Houthi
rebels "to seize the opportu-
nities" created by the new
momentum. Grundberg
added: "The parties must
seize the opportunity pre-
sented by this regional and
international momentum to
take decisive steps towards
a more peaceful future ...
This requires patience and a
long-term perspective. And
this requires courage and
leadership."

One critical step that
would help bring peace and
stability to Yemen would be
for Iran to stop delivering
weapons to the Houthis.
The Iranian government can
order the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
to refrain from providing
any military assistance to
the Houthis. Fortunately,
the Iranian leaders have
pledged that they will do so,
according to The Wall
Street  Journal, which
reported that Tehran has
agreed to "halt covert
weapons shipments to its
Houthi allies” in "a move
that could inject new
momentum into efforts to
end one of the region's
longest-running civil wars."
By halting its deliveries of
weapons to the Houthis,
Iran's legitimacy will be
enhanced not only in the
region, but also on the glob-
al stage due to the fact that
Tehran will show that it is
respecting international law
and honoring the UN's arms
embargo on the Houthis.
UN  Security  Council
Resolution 2216, which
was passed in 2015, stipu-
lates that "all Member
States shall immediately
take the necessary measures
to prevent the direct or indi-
rect supply, sale or transfer
to" the Houthis. It covers
"weapons and ammunition,

military vehicles and equip-
ment, paramilitary equip-
ment, and spare parts for the
aforementioned, and techni-
cal assistance, training,
financial or other assis-
tance, related to military
activities or the provision,
maintenance or use of any
arms and related materiel,
including the provision of
armed mercenary personnel
whether or not originating
in their territories."

One of the major reasons
for the intensity, scope and
length of the conflict in
Yemen is the Houthis' abili-
ty to acquire weapons, with-
out which there would be a
greater incentive for the
group to reach an agree-
ment in order to bring an
end to the conflict. While
Yemen does not pose a
national security threat to
Iran, it does to Saudi
Arabia, since it shares a
border with the Gulf state.
Generally speaking, when
nonstate actors believe that
a government is backing
them financially and mili-
tarily, they will have less
incentive to reach a deal.

Another benefit that the
Iranian government will
gain from shifting its policy
toward the Houthis and
halting its weapons deliver-
ies is economic. Halting its
financial, advisory, intelli-
gence and political support
to the Houthis would not
only enhance Tehran's legit-
imacy, but it could also save
the Iranian leaders a signifi-
cant amount of money. In a
nutshell, thanks to the
Saudi-Iranian agreement,
Tehran can play a critical
role in bringing peace and
stability to Yemen. And the
latest development to come
out of Tehran - Iran's report-
ed decision to stop arming
the Houthis - is a positive
step in the right direction,
which will undoubtedly
increase regional peace,
security and stability.
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PSX witnesses bullish
trend, gains 58.32 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed a bullish trend on
Monday, gaining 58.32
points, with a positive
change of 0.15 percent,
closing at 40,000.37 against
39,942.05 points on the
previous day.

A total of 64,511,856
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
46,728,175 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at Rs
2.501 billion against Rs
1.294 billion on the last
trading day.

Annual General
Meeting of Askari
Bank Limited held

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: This is to
inform that 31st Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of
Askari Bank Limited held
on Wednesday, March 29,
2023 at 11:00 am.

Besides other agenda
items Election of
Directors was also on the
agenda of the meeting.
The members were
informed that pursuant to
Section 159 (3) of the
Companies Act 2017 the
following persons have
filed notices offering
themselves to be elected
as Directors of the Bank:

1. Mr. Waqar Ahmed
Malik

2. Mr. Sarfaraz Ahmed
Rehman

3. Mr. Arif Ur Rehman

4. Dr. Nadeem Inayat

5. Syed Bakhtiyar
Kazmi

6. Mr. Manzoor
Ahmed, NIT Nominee

7. Mr. Kamran Yousuf
Mirza

8. Ms. Zoya Mohsin
Nathani

9. Ms. Samina Rizwan

10. Raja Muhammad
Abbas

Since the number of
persons who have offered
themselves for election is
not more than the number
fixed by the Board in
terms of Section 159 (1)
of the Companies Act,
2017, therefore, the
above named persons
stand elected as Directors
of the Bank for a period
of next three years w.e.f.
March 29, 2023, subject
to the clearance of the
State Bank of Pakistan.

Further, Mr. Atif R.
Bokhari, President &
CEO of the Bank shall
continue to be a deemed
director in terms of
Article 131 of the
Articles of Association of
the Bank read with
Section 188 (3) of the
Companies Act, 2017.

Court Notice

In the Court of Saima
Ehsan Civil Judge
II/Allaga Qazi Buner at
Daggar. Case No.22/1.
Institution 25/1/2023. Date
of hearing. 1/4/2023. Sher
Mehmod VS Sher Nawab
Khan. Notice to no
5.Yaqob Khan.6.Zaher
Khan sons of Sher Azez
Khan resident of|
Ghazikhanay tehsel
Gadezai district Buner.
Whereas in the above men-
tioned case the mentioned
defendants can not be
served in the

ordinary way, it is,
therefore, proclaimed that
if the said defendants
will/shall not appear per-
sonally or through dually
authorized agent or pleader
in the court at 8.30 am
dated 1/4/2023 the pro-
ceeding will be taken ex-
parte. Given under my
hand and seal of this Court.

Court Notice

In the Court of Jouhar
Ali Safi Civil Judge I
/Alaga Qazi Buner at
Daggar. Case No.66/1,
Institution 4/3/2023 Date
of hearing. 28/3/2023.
Gauhar VS Sheramn Khan.
Notice to Sheramn Khan
son of Sujawal Khan resi-
dent of Kulyary tehsel
Gagra district Buner at
present out of country.
Whereas in the above men-
tioned case the mentioned
defendant can not be
served in the ordinary way,
it is, therefore, proclaimed
that if the said defendant
will/shall not appear per-
sonally or through dually
authorized agent or pleader
in the court at 830 am
dated 28/3/2023 the pro-
ceeding will be taken ex-
parte. Given under my
hand and seal of this Court.

As many as 317 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 135 of
them recorded gains and
154  sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
28 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 5,040,140
shares at Rs 1.20 per share,
Meezan Bank XD with
4,762,770 shares at Rs
92.75 per share, and
Telecard Limited with
4,363,500 shares at Rs 7.29
per share.

Nestle Pakistan wit-
nessed a maximum increase
of Rs 54.95 per share price,
closing at Rs5155.05,
whereas the runner-up was
Sapphire Tex with a Rs

49.39 rise in its per share
price to Rs 1099.10.

Rathan Maize witnessed
a maximum decrease of Rs
412.50 per share closing at
Rs 7557.50, followed by
Ismail Ind. with a Rs 24.90
decline to close at Rs
455.01.

Rupee sheds 38 paisas
against dollar

Pakistan rupee witnessed
a 38 paisas devaluation
against the dollar in the
interbank  trading  on
Monday and closed at Rs
283.57 against the previous
day’s closing of Rs 283.19.

According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of dollars in the
open market were recorded
at Rs 284.20 and Rs 287

respectively.
The price of the Euro
decreased by 04 paisas and

closed at Rs 305.15 against | §

the last day’s closing of Rs
305.19, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese Yen
increased by 03 paisas to
close at Rs 2.16, whereas a
decline of 27 paisas was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which was traded at Rs
347.38 as compared to its
last day’s closing of Rs
347.65.

The exchange rates of || '

the Emirates Dirham and
Saudi Riyal increased by
10 paisas each to close at
Rs 77.21 and Rs 75.48
respectively.
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Flying between giants:

Red Bull athlete, paraglider
Horacio Llorens to join
documentary screening

F.P. Report

LAHORE: In June 2022,
two international paraglid-
ers, Thomas de Dorlodot
from Belgium and Horacio
Llorens from Spain, arrived
in Pakistan. The two aerial
adventurers came with a
purpose to break the alti-
tude record by flying over
K2, the second highest
mountain in the world.
While the weather and
wind conditions did not
allow that, the athletes did
set a new world record of

flying past four of
Pakistan’s mountains in a
single seven-hour long
flight they called the

‘Grand Slam Flight’.

Their month-long jour-
ney leading up to, during
and after the Grand Slam
Flight has now been made
into a half-hour documen-
tary called ‘Flying Between
Giants’. The documentary
takes us behind the scenes
from packing to travel to
Pakistan to all the way to
the incredible flight. “We
fell in love with the country
when we first visited. It’s
one of the most welcoming
countries and is one of the
best for paragliding,” said
de Dorlodot about Pakistan
in an interview last summer.

“It feels like every time I
have come to Pakistan, it has
been to prepare for this trip,”
he added. “I’ve been to
Pakistan six times. And
every time, we learn some-
thing new and I feel every-
thing is in place now to go
for an epic expedition. This

will be our biggest expediti-
on ever in Pakistan for sure.”
Even in the documen-
tary, he is heard raving
about his experience. “The
feeling that you get when
flying at 7500m, so close to
K2... I feel so fortunate,”
de Dorlodot says as we see
Llorens and him fly across
the diverse gray and white
textures and between the
rocky giants. Llorens too
was super pumped to be
exploring new places and
embarking on breathtaking
expeditions. “There are
many more things to do,” he
said. “I love this place. This
time, we are much more
prepared, mentally and
physically. Hopefully, if the
weather is good, we are
here to do something big.”
And something big they
did as they flew across
Muztagh Tower, K2, Broad
Peak all the way to Gash-
erbrum IV, and back to the
base camp in a single
seven-hour flight. Flying
Between Giants chronicles
their superhuman task at
hand and the physical, men-
tal and emotional journey
the two paragliders went
through to accomplish it.
The Belgian Red Bull
athlete Tom De Dorlodot
has been flying for over 20
years, since the age of 14,
when the first time his feet
were off the ground and he
fell in love with the sport.
Since then, he has paraglid-
ed over mountains across
the world and started
SEARCH Projects with the
goal of searching for new

adventures and document-
ing them. His first visit to
Pakistan was in 2013.

Whereas, Horacio
Llorens is a Red Bull ath-
lete and five-time world
champion in paragliding,
having glided over from the
Mayan ruins in Guatemala
to Aurora Borealis. He also
set the Guinness World
record for hitting 6G in his
568 rotations  (called
Infinity Tumbling) on the
way down to the Mayan
ruins at Takalik Abaj in
Guatemala. Llorens has
visited Pakistan multiple
times in the past and is once
again here to take on anoth-
er insane flight.

Last summer, the two
paragliders experienced the
local paragliding sites and
interacted with the local
community during their
time here. And Llorens is
back again. But it’s not just
because of the paragliding
but also the “traditional cul-
ture and people” who treat-
ed them well during the stay.

In the wake of the Flying
Between Giants release and
its already massive reach
worldwide, Red Bull Paki-
stan will host a screening of
the documentary and a meet-
and-greet with Horacio
Llorens on Sunday March
19, 2023 at Red Bull Paki-
stan Head Office, Karachi.

We cordially invite the
media and the audience to
join in on an evening full of
adventure stories, Pakistani
culture and the candid look
into the phenomenal story
of Flying Between Giants.

Tokyo stocks close higher
despite banking jitters

TOKYO (AFP/APP):
Tokyo stocks closed higher
on Monday, tracking mod-
est gains on Wall Street last
week despite renewed fears
over the health of the glob-
al banking system.

The benchmark Nikkei
225 index rose 0.33 per-
cent, or 91.62 points, to end
at 27,476.87, while the
broader Topix index added
0.33 percent, or 6.52 points,
to close at 1,961.84.

Buyers in Tokyo cheered
stronger US shares, and the
Nikkei recovered after dip-
ping into the red as some
players sold on short-term
upswings, analysts said.

“The market rebounded
because investors main-
tained a healthy appetite

and bought shares as soon
as the index headed down,”
IwaiCosmo Securities said.

A broad range of stocks
advanced, including those
whose performance rem-
ains  relatively  stable
regardless of market condi-
tions, such as rail operators
and pharmaceutical firms.

But heavily weighted
semiconductor shares
slipped after falls of US
tech stocks last week. The
dollar stood at 130.99 yen,
against 130.70 yen in New
York late Friday.

Nintendo rose 0.73 per-
cent to 5,095 yen. Uniqlo
operator Fast Retailing
added 1.00 percent to
27,645 yen, while Toyota
rebounded and added 0.34

percent to 1,790 yen.

Advantest, which makes
tests for semiconductors,
lost 0.58 percent to 11,980
yen, and Tokyo Electron fell
2.50 percent to 48,750 yen.

Banking shares also slip-
ped on international con-
cern over the health of the
financial sector. Mitsubishi
UFJ Financial Group fell
0.53 percent to 825.6 yen.

Sumitomo Mitsui
Financial Group lost 1.02
percent to 5,136 yen.

After the closing bell,
the Nikkei business daily
reported that the group
had decided to become the
top shareholder of
Vietnam’s VP Bank in a
deal worth 200 billion yen
($1.5 billion).

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Gas
carrier ‘Umm Bab’ carry-
ing 141,460 cubic meters
of LNG, berthed at Engro-
Elengy Terminalon Sunday.

Meanwhile three more
ships, America, Mega I and
Evridiki carrying Conta-
iners, Palm oil and Gas oil
also arrived at outer
anchorage of the port dur-
ing last 24 hours.

A total of 03 ships were
engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of
them an oil tanker ‘Leader’
is expected to sail on today.

Cargo throughput dur-
ing last 24 hours stood at
102,028tones, comprising
83,142 tones imports
cargo and 18,886 tones
export cargo, including
containerized cargo car-
ried in 596 Containers
(323 TEUs Imports and
9,809 TEUs export) was
handled at the port.

There are 07 ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them, two
ships, Gulf Jumeirah, and
America & another ship,
Maersk Boston carrying
Mogas and Containers are
expected to take berths at
FOTCO and QICT respec-
tively on Monday, while
another containers ship
MSC Aria III is due to arrive
at Port Qasim on same day
and three more container
vessels, Maersk Denver,
MSC Levina and Olympia
are due to arrive on.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
President of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) on Monday
requested the Embassy of
Pakistan in Tajikistan to
cooperate with the private
sector in promoting trade
and exports.

He said that Tajikistan is
a gateway for Pakistan in
Central Asia and Pakistan
can significantly improve
its business relations with
these countries by estab-
lishing close relations with
Tajikistan.

He said this while talking
to  Muhammad  Saeed
Sarwar, ambassador-desig-
nate of Pakistan to Tajikistan
during his visit to ICCL

Ahsan Bakhtawari said
that Tajikistan is an import-
based country and Pakistan
can export many products
to it including textiles, phar-
maceuticals, surgical instru-
ments, cement, sports
goods, and leather products,
for which cooperation of
the embassy is important.

He said that there is a
distance of only 16 kilome-
ters between Tajikistan and
Pakistan at the Wakhan
strip, and if this route is
made usable, there can be a
significant improvement in

bilateral trade between the

two countries.

He said that ICCI would
consider sending a delega-
tion to Tajikistan to explore
its market.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, Mohammad Saeed
Sarwar, Pakistan’s Ambass-
ador-designate to Tajik-
istan, said that the business
community is playing an
important role in promoting
the country’s trade and
exports, and assured that he
would try to explore new
opportunities for Pakistan’s
export to Tajikistan.

He said that a transit
trade agreement has been
signed between Pakistan

and Tajikistan, and its
implementation would
improve trade relations

between the two countries.
He said that the govern-
ment is focusing on exports
and the Pakistani foreign
missions would cooperate
in this mission.

Faad Waheed, Senior
Vice President of ICCI said
that the Chamber has estab-
lished a facilitation desk for
the Central Asian Countries
to facilitate the business
community in finding new
opportunities for doing
business with these coun-
tries.

He said that the coopera-
tion of the embassy will be

ICCI for focusing on
Tajikistan to promote
exports with Central Asia

helpful in making the desk
more effective.

ICCI Group Leader
Khalid Igbal Malik said
that the role of embassies in
promoting Pakistan’s busi-
ness interests in the interna-
tional market is very impor-
tant and hoped that
Pakistan’s embassy in
Tajikistan would play an
active role in this regard.
He said that embassies
should be given annual tar-
gets for exports so that our
exports can grow faster.

Zafar Bakhtavari, former
President of ICCI said that
the direct air links of
Pakistan with Central Asia,
including Tajikistan, are
very important for Pakis-
tan, as they will strengthen
people-to-people contacts,
increase exports, and pro-
mote tourism.

He urged the Embassy of
Pakistan in Tajikistan to
start a direct flight between
Istanbul, Islamabad and
Dushanbe.

He said that Pakistan
provides easy access to
Tajikistan and other Central
Asian countries to the out-
side world through its
Gwadar and Karachi ports,
so the close relations will
be a win-win outcome for
Pakistan and Central Asian
countries.

Askari

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Askari Bank
announced a partnership
with Banking Payments
Context (BPC), a global
payments fintech. Through
this partnership BPC will
implement its next-genera-
tion SmartVista suite to
enable state of the art cred-
it card management system
by migrating the existing
solution and services. Also
an Enterprise Fraud Man-
agement Solution powered
by Al & Machine Learning
models shall be introduced
to detect and prevent fraud-
ulent activities on Askari
Bank’s digital channels in
real time to fulfil the bank’s
security targets and main-
tain an exceptional user
experience.

Askari Bank has expand-
ed its branch network with
600+ Conventional and
Islamic branches, along-
with a Wholesale Bank
Branch in Bahrain and a
representative office in
Beijing, China. To support
this impressive growth, the
Bank required a highly
scalable and configurable

Bank partners with BPC

»BPC

credit card management
system which can adhere to
local and international stan-
dards as well as require-
ments. Any growth in digi-
tal transformation requires
a sophisticated high securi-
ty platform which is built
upon latest technology and
is already proven in the
market through leading
players locally and global-
ly while providing end-to-
end fraud management
detection and prevention in
real time.

Implemented by leading
financial institutions aro-
und the world, BPC’s
SmartVista Suite comprises
cutting-edge banking pay-
ment and commerce solu-

tions such as digital bank-
ing, ATM and switching,
payments processing, card
and fraud management.
This proven technology,
coupled with BPC’s local
experience in Pakistan, was
key to winning this trust.
Mr. Atif R. Bokhari,
President & CEO AKBL,
commented, “We are
pleased to partner with
BPC for our digital trans-
formation projects. By join-
ing forces, we are taking a
new approach to security
throughout our financial
initiatives and compliance.
Together we will ensure
that our financial services
are highly configurable,
scalable and secure.”

J

Commenting on the part-
nership, Mr. Furrukh Ali
Baig, Managing Director
BPC Pakistan, said: “We
are excited to expand the
use of our SmartVista prod-
uct suite across Pakistan
and enable Askari Bank’s
ongoing improvement of
financial services in a fast-
growing market. This part-
nership is an important step
in improving Pakistan’s
digital financial transfor-
mation with more scalable,
secure and advanced tech-
nology. We hope that this
partnership will further
strengthen our place in the
banking sector which is
undergoing advancements
at an unprecedented rate.”

Nandara Shahid

DHD stands for
Attention  Deficit
Hyperactivity

Disorder which includes
two types of conditions;
Inattentiveness and
Hyperactivity. This disor-
der develops in children
and continues up to adult-
hood. For a common per-
son, knowing how to diag-
nose ADHD, should not be
the matter of concern but
they shall be aware of how
to behave around people
suffering from such a con-
dition. This is the reason
why spreading awareness
about ADHD is crucial.
Pakistan is far off from
western countries in man-
aging such issues due to
lack of awareness, late
diagnosis, long untreated
period and difficulty in

approaching a proper men-
tal health specialist. There
is also a lack of specialty in
this field. Moreover, first
line medications for such
patients are psycho stimu-
lant medicines which are
not easily available in
Pakistan. So psychiatrists
have to go for second line
medications for managing
the behavioral issues of
their patients. We as part of
the society should learn to
be understanding, compas-
sionate and patient towards
people with  ADHD
because divisions only lead
to more divisions.

“Not a disability but a
different ability”

Parent’s reaction:

According to a psychia-
trist Dr. Aasma Kiyani
“parents  are  usually
exhausted when they
approach mental health

Dealing with ADHD

specialists so they are
mostly comfortable with
the diagnosis of their child
and are more interested in
treatment prognosis”. She
further explained that it is
very easy for parents to
notice the symptoms of
hyperactivity in their chil-
dren if they see them over-
active or uncontrollable
around the house.
However, the symptom of
inattentiveness is not very
frequently caught in par-
ent’s sight and this result in
a late diagnosis which may
lead to academic decline,
nutritional  deficiencies,
physical injuries, exhaus-
tion, harm to oneself, par-
enting burden etc. Thereby,
parents are suggested to
build conversations with
their children and try to
understand what their child
is going through. Similarly,

the  Headmistress  of
Special Children Bahria
College explained how
sometimes parents even
after bringing their chil-
dren to such schools are not
ready to accept that their
children are “special” or
have a disorder. Self- con-
fidence originates from
one’s family. However sup-
portive their friends are, if
a person’s family is not
ready to accept their
ADHD, the person would
never be able to accept
himself. This lack of
awareness among parents
would portray a wrong
image to their child that
they are not a part of this
society and a mere burden
on their parents. Families
have to ensure that they
remain to be a perpetual
support for their children.
Other common reac-

tions:

Other people that a per-
son with ADHD frequently
might come across could
be their fellow peers, class-
mates and teachers at
school etc. It is equally
important that they know
how they should react
around such people. Young
people don’t really under-
stand which of their actions
can affect another person
mentally or emotionally.
Hence, they are always
requested to be compas-
sionate and patient towards
people with ADHD in spe-
cific and in general toward
all. The medically able
people have more social
skills compared to a person
suffering from this disorder
so they shall be the ones to
make the first step to initi-
ate a friendship and not
judge them.

Secondly, the schools in
Pakistan play a great role in
such people’s lives. If
teachers hold a student
with ADHD responsible for
disturbing the decorum of
the classroom and punish
them instead of putting
themselves in their shoes
and understanding their sit-
uation, it would lead to
nothing but resentment.
Teachers should be sup-
portive, should make such
children sit in the front row
and repeatedly question if
they are understanding or
not. Moreover, if they
believe that the student has
attention problems and
may have a specific disor-
der, the message must be
conveyed to parents as
soon as possible and with
immense care and respect.

We suggest that educa-
tional institutions should

start awareness campaigns
and steps against bullying
to not only protect people
with ADHD but everyone
against  discrimination.
Furthermore, following the
analysis of the situation in
Pakistan regarding this
issue, we would like to
urge the government to set
up more special schools
with all sorts of facilities
for such people.

Conclusively, after con-
ducting several surveys we
found out that there is a
major lack of awareness
about ADHD in Pakistan
than in any other country.
We have taken the initia-
tive to spread awareness
among common people
aiming to remove the stig-
ma around ADHD and
encourage people to seek a
diagnosis for their symp-
toms.
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Sarwar, Shahid win
bridge competition

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Sarwar Khan and
Shahid Hamid won the
pair contest organized
by Islamabad Club
here to mark the
Pakistan Day. The
event was contested
among the local bridge
players. Sarwar and
Shahid with a tally of’
59.63 were at the top
of the table, followed
by Nosherwan Sultan
and Brig (R) M. Butt at
57.04. The second run-
ner up were M. Naqvi
and Choudry Sultan
with 55.93 points. The
thrilling daylong event
concluded with the dis-
tribution of prizes
amongst the winners.

World squash tv to
stream multiple events

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Squash fans in Europe
and beyond would be
able to stream more
content than ever
before on the World
Squash  Federation's
(WSF) free streaming
platform,
Worldsquash.tv, after
agreements were
reached with a number
of upcoming major
European tournaments.
Following discussions
between the WSFE, the
European Squash
Federation and tourna-
ment organisers,
Worldsquash.tv would
provide a free stream

for the European
Individual U19
Championships and

European Mixed Team
U19 Championships in
Zurich (April 1-9), the
European Team
Division 1 and 2
Championships in
Helsinki (April 26-29),
and the European
Mixed Team U15 and
U17 Championships in
Prague (May 11-14),
said a press release.
Commenting on the
new partnerships, WSF

Taskin relishes
the chance to bowl
on flat pitches

CHATTOGRAM
(Agencies) : Bangladesh's
ability to bowl under pres-
sure was put to the test in
a rain-shortened first T201
against  Ireland, and
Taskin Ahmed helped
them come through with
flying colours. The visi-
tors had raced to 32 for 0
in less than three overs.
The target - 104 from
eight - was well within
range. And then suddenly
it wasnt, because Taskin
had come on in the fourth
over, picked up three
wickets in five deliveries
and pretty much ended the
game. He removed Lorcan
Tucker first ball with a
yorker, then went through

the  dangerous  Paul
Stirling as well and finally
had George Dockrell

caught at third man. He
also took Harry Tector's
wicket in the final over to
finish with career-best fig-
ures of 2-0-16-4.

"They needed 104 runs
from eight overs in
favourable conditions and
the ball was coming on to
the bat," Taskin said at the
post-match press confer-
ence after Bangladesh
took a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series. "It was
slightly wet out there too.
But we didn't relax till the

last over. We stuck to the
process. We focused on
the execution, whatever
the situation demanded. It
is our responsibility to
adjust to the wicket. We
are assessing the condi-
tions and adjusting our-
selves to the behaviour of
the wicket. It is part of the
learning process. If we
can execute properly, we
can bowl better."

Taskin also observed
that the more Bangladesh
play on batting-friendly

conditions, the better it
will be for the fast
bowlers. "Major events

are played on sporting
pitches so we should play
all levels on these condi-
tions. It favours both bat-
ters and bowlers. It will
challenge the bowlers in
batting-friendly  condi-
tions but there will be
improvement too. More
we play on good wickets,
we will be more confi-
dent. We won the last two
series playing in better
wickets, so this is a good
motivation.

"Accuracy has to be
100% on good wickets
otherwise there's a chance
of leaking boundaries. So
on better wickets, the
bowler will be more
focused on perfect execu-

tion. It will definitely lead
to improvement."

Taskin reiterated
Bangladesh's desire to be
one of the best fast bowl-
ing groups in the world.
"If we can all become
world-class bowlers, it
will be tough for the oppo-
nents to handle us," he
said. "Big teams have four
or five world-class fast
bowlers. We want the
same thing. We are treat-
ing it like a family, the
bowling unit, and helping
each other in the last two
and a half years.

"We are improving but
we are still to reach the next
level but I believe we are in
the right track. We have a
great mindset so we can
reach the goal of becoming
a world-class attack."
Taskin said that all-round
support from the team-
mates and team manage-
ment is helping Bangladesh
evolve into a more aggres-
sive team. "Fear of failure
holds you back. We want to
play free cricket. Everyone
is supporting each other,
starting from the very top of
the team management. They
tell us not to hesitate when
executing our skills. They
want us to play our game
freely, bring our A-game.
Play aggressive cricket."

Mickey Arthur wants
Pakistani youngsters to be
given more opportunltles

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Former Pakistan head
coach, Mickey Arthur,

believes the young talent of
the Pakistan cricket team

CEO William Louis-
Marie said, "We're
thrilled to be adding
more exciting competi-

must be groomed and given
more opportunities to gain
experience. Arthur was
concerned about the young

tions to/!] talented players of the
worldsquash.tv. Being /|| national team, particularly
able to showcase/|| the top order currently par-

events from all over
the world on our free,
dedicated squash
streaming platform is a
great opportunity for
fans to see top quality
squash and for
Federations and
Associations to show

ticipating in the ongoing
three-match T201 series
against Afghanistan at the
Sharjah Cricket Stadium.
Given the amount of
experience that Mickey
has, he took to Twitter and
dropped in some sugges-
tions for Saim Ayub,

off their brilliant com- Muhammad Haris, and
petitions."  Thomas|| Abdullah Shafique.

Troedsson, ESF "Saim, Abdullah, and
President, said, Haris have loads of talent,
“European Squash[{| but finding out that
have a mission to make || International cricket brings
squash more attractive||| different pressures and

and visible - we are
happy for the opportu-
nity to broadcast our
E uropean
Championships

responsibilities to franchise
cricket....groom them, give
them time, and allow them
opportunities to bat with
experienced players, and

pakistan.com.pk.

Afghanistan won the
second T20I match against
Pakistan and bagged the
series for the very first time
with a margin of 2-0 with
one game remaining.

Meanwhile, Former
Pakistani Skipper Shahid
Afridi also reacted to
Pakistan's defeat in the T20
series. He took to Twitter to
share his thoughts on the
matter as the team suffered
back-to-back losses against
the Rashid Khan-led
Afghan team in the T20
matches. He also congratu-
lated the Afghan team on

their victory, saying they
played the best cricket. He
specifically praised Rashid
Khan, who was as brilliant,
for his excellent perform-
ance throughout the series.
The 46-year-old also com-
mended the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) for giving
opportunities to new players.
However, he suggested that
instead of benching senior
players, they should have
played alongside the young
players.  "Well  played
Afghanistan congrats on the
win, and Rashid Khan you
were amazing as always.
Good move by the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) to
believe in the upcoming tal-
ent but they should have been
accompanied by senior play-
ers to transfer on-field experi-
ence and not sit on the
bench," he said.
Afghanistan has taken a
2-0 unassailable lead in the
three-match T20I series.
This was Afghanistan’s
first-ever series win over
Pakistan in any format. The
third and final match of the
series would be played
today at the same venue.

through it." they will come through," he
said as quoted by cricket-
Sam wins title as
Rory loses semi-final

NEW YORK (BBC):
American Sam Burns
won the WGC-Dell
Technologies Match
Play = Championship
after Rory Mcllroy
suffered a dramatic
semi-final defeat earli-
er on Sunday. Mcllroy
was beaten by
American ~ Cameron
Young in a sudden-
death extra hole, hav-
ing been two up with
three to play and one
up starting the 18th in
Texas. Young levelled
with a pressure putt on
the 18th and then
clinched the match
with birdie on the first
extra hole. But the 15th
seed was easily beaten
6&5 by compatriot
Burns in the final.
Thirteenth seed Burns,
26, upset world num-
ber one Scottie
Scheffler in a similarly
tight semi-final which
required three addi-
tional holes. Against
Young he fell one
down on the second
but dominated the
match afterwards with
a run of eight birdies in
10 holes from the
fourth. Young found
the water on 12 and 13
as he aggressively
looked to reduce his
deficit before the pair
shook hands on the
13th green. "What a
week," said Burns,
who sealed his fifth
win on the PGA Tour.
"I am so tired. "He did-
n't play best stuff but it
was a great match. I
felt like I found some-
thing at the end of my
match with Scottie."

QU

WASHINGTON
(AFP/APP): Sam Burns cap-
tured the biggest title of his
career by winning the WGC
Match Play Championship
on Sunday, routing Cameron
Young 6&5 in an all-
American final.

World number 15 Burns
took a $3.5 million top
prize at Austin Country
Club in Texas by making
eight birdies in the last 10
holes to dispatch 17th-
ranked Young, last year's
British Open runner-up.

"What a week. Man, I'm
so tired," Burns said. "It
was fun playing Cam. I
know he didn't have his
best stuff."

It was the fifth career
PGA title for Burns, who
won all seven of his match-
es to become the first play-
er to capture the WGC
Match Play in his debut
since Australian Geoff
Ogilvy in 2006.

"I just tried to stack one
good swing after another,"
Burns said. "Really have
tried to put the hard work in
and it's nice to see it paying
off on the golf course."

Burns dethroned top-
ranked defending champi-
on Scottie Scheffler in 21
holes in morning semi-
finals while Young, last
year's PGA Rookie of the
Year, ousted third-ranked
Rory Mcllroy in 19 holes.

"Felt like I found some-
thing this morning at the
end of my match with

)

Scottie and kind of was
able to carry that on this
afternoon," Burns said.
"It's huge. I haven't
played my best golf the past
couple months and was
really struggling with my
swing the past couple
weeks." Young, who chased
his first PGA victory, set-
tled for his sixth runner-up

showing.
"Frustrating to lose
today," Young said. "Out

here you have to make a
bunch of birdies and I just
didn't quite do it."

In the final, Young won
the second hole with a five-
foot birdie putt but Burns
dropped his approach inch-
es from the hole for a birdie
to claim the fifth and pull
level. Burns nearly holed
out from 45 yards and
birdied to win the par-5
sixth then took the par-3
seventh  when  Young
missed a six-foot par putt
and captured his fourth
consecutive hole with a 20-
foot birdie putt at the
eighth, seizing a 3-up
advantage. Burns sank a
12-foot birdie putt to win
the 10th for a 4-up lead and
made a 24-foot birdie putt
at the par-3 11th, although
Young tied the hole with a
22-foot birdie putt.

Young found water to
lose the par-5 12th and fall
5-down then plunked his
ball into water shy of the
13th green and moments
later surrendered the match.

Burns routs Young
6&5 to win WGC
Match Play final

Mcllroy, who will over-
take Spain's Jon Rahm to
become world number two,
led after every hole in
defeating top-ranked
Scheffler 2&1 in the third-
place match to claim brag-
ging rights ahead of the
Masters in two weeks at
Augusta National.

"It's nice to walk away
with a win after the disap-
pointment of this morning
not being able to put Cam
away," Mcllroy said.

"Overall it has been a
really good week, some-
thing to really build on
going into Augusta."

Mcllroy can complete a
career Grand Slam with a
Masters triumph.

"I feel a lot better about
things compared to two
weeks ago (after missing
the cut) at the Players
Championship,” he said.
"All eyes on Augusta and
just making sure the game
is ready but everything
feels in really good order."

Four-time major winner
Mcllroy, the 2015 WGC
Match Play champion from
Northern Ireland, and reign-
ing Masters champion
Scheffler, who won the
Players Championship earli-
er this month, each stumbled
late in the semis. Mcllroy
was 2 up with three holes to
play but Young birdied to
win the par-5 16th, birdied
18 to equalize and birdied
the par-5 12th from nine feet
to win the match.

Hussey hopes Welsh Fire’s
‘camble’ on Shaheen, Rauf
will have ‘huge pay-off ’

LONDON (Agenices):
Mike Hussey, Welsh Fire's
new men's coach, has
admitted that signing
Shaheen Shah Afridi and
Haris Rauf in last week's
Hundred draft was a "gam-
ble" due to uncertainty over
their availability, but one he
believes could have "a huge
pay-off".

The limited availability
of overseas players has
been a constant issue across
the Hundred's first two sea-
sons, owing to clashes with
bilateral series and the
Caribbean Premier League.
Most teams responded by
prioritising  availability
over star power in
Thursday's  draft, with
Babar Azam, Kieron
Pollard and Andre Russell
all going unselected as a
result. But Fire, who
brought in Hussey as a
replacement for  Gary
Kirsten after a winless 2022
season, broke the mould in
signing two of the world's
leading white-ball bowlers
for a combined £160,000,
despite a lack of clarity
over Pakistan's fixture list
in August, when the
Hundred will be played.

Fire will play their open-
ing match on August 2, away
at Manchester Originals, and
Hussey anticipates Shaheen
and Rauf will be available for
seven of their eight group
games. Pakistan are due to
finish a two-Test series in Sri
Lanka in late July, and have a
three-match ODI  series
against Afghanistan pencilled
in for late August, leading
into the Asia Cup and then
the World Cup.

"We've been told that
they're available up to
about the 20th," Hussey
told ESPNcricinfo and the
Press Association. "I think
that's about seven games,
and there's a chance that the
series they've got against
Afghanistan may be called

JONNY BAIRSTOW
TOM ABELL

DAVID WILLEY
SHAHEEN AFRIDI 4
JOE CLARKE

GLENN PHILLIPS 4
OLLIE POPE

HARIS RAUF 4\
DAVID PAYNE

ROELOF VAN DER MERWE
JAKE BALL

STEVIE ESKINAZI
DANIEL DOUTHWAITE
GEORGE SCRIMSHAW

off as well. It's a bit of a
gamble, but if that is the
case, it'd be a huge win for
us to have them for the
whole season, which would
be amazing for us.

"They are big stars, and
they're match-winners as
well. The first seven games is
a fair chunk of the tourna-
ment. If they can come in and
have a huge impact and win
us a few games, and get us
right up there, then that will
help build some confidence
and belief. And then there's
still some quality performers
out there that we can attract as
suitable replacements.

"The gamble is, we know
we've got them for seven
games at this stage, but it could
also be the whole tournament
which would be a huge pay-
off for us. Obviously they are
both world-class performers
and have performed on the
biggest stage in the past, so
hopefully they can have a big
impact for us."

The pair have played
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together extensively for
Pakistan, and have also been
integral parts of Lahore
Qalandars' back-to-back PSL
titles over the last two sea-
sons, revitalising a struggling
franchise in a way that
Hussey hopes they can
repeat in Cardiff. "It's great
that we've got them as a
pair,” he added, "so they've
got a bit of camaraderie off
the field and both have a
buddy there as well. I think
that's going to hopefully help
them settle in nicely."

Welsh Fire's first move
in the draft was to try and
sign Tim David, but as
Hussey had anticipated,
Southern Brave used their
Right-To-Match (RTM) to
bring him back for a third
stint with them. Instead,
they used their first pick to
bring in Somerset's Tom
Abell on a £125,000 con-
tract, which will be further
topped up by a captaincy
bonus. "I obviously did a
lot of background [work]

and got a lot of information
from a lot of different
sources," Hussey said of
Abell, "and the information
I got was that he sounds
like an outstanding charac-
ter and a really good leader,
which is something that we
identified that we really
wanted this season."

It took several conversa-
tions with Hussey to prise
Abell away from
Birmingham Phoenix, who
offered him a retention
despite injuries limiting
him to a single game across
the Hundred's first two sea-
sons. "Tom's such a loyal
guy, so the initial conversa-
tions were a bit nervous,"
Hussey said.

"He really respected
Birmingham so much and
they'd stood by him when he
was injured in a previous sea-
son, and so he was very
reluctant to leave them, to be
honest. We had to work
extremely hard to help him
see the vision of what we had
in place, and what we would
hopefully create over the next
few years, and that we saw
him as a huge part of that,
particularly being the leader
of the team. "Thankfully, he
made the choice to go back
into the draft and obviously
to secure his services we
were going to take him as
early as we could.

We've got a really good
player that can hopefully play
well in the conditions in Cardiff
in particular - but all around the
country as well. And then obvi-
ously throwing in those leader-
ship capabilities as well was
something that we were really
attracted to." Their other picks
were David Willey (£125k),
Glenn Phillips (£75k), Roelof
van der Merwe (£50k), Stevie
Eskinazi and Dan Douthwaite
(both £40k), and while the draft
system  meant  Hussey
inevitably missed out on some
targets, he said he was "very
happy" with his squad overall.

Adviser to CM Punjab Wahab Riaz
vOws to resolve athletes’ 1ssues

LAHORE (APP): Country’s top
athletes called on Adviser to Chief
Minister Punjab on Sports and
Youth Affairs Wahab Riaz under
Elite Players Meet up initiative here
at National Hockey Stadium on
Monday.

The important meeting was con-
vened to provide top athletes of the
country an opportunity to share
their issues including training,
nutrition, funding and participation
in international sports events.
Wahab Riaz asked the players about
their problems and assured them
that all possible measures will be
taken to resolve their issues.

DG Sports Punjab Tariq Qureshi
and Director Youth Affairs Syed
Umair Hassan were also present in
the meeting.

World Cup winning kabaddi star

Shafiq Chishti, Olympian Arshad
Nadeem, Paralympic gold medallist
Haider Ali, World Snooker
Champion Ahsan Ramzan, World
Beach Wrestling Champion Inam
Butt, athlete Shajar Abbas, wrestler
Shareef Tahir, national junior
cyclist Fatima Tahir and Aqib Shah
also participated in the meeting.

Addressing the meeting, Adviser
to CM Punjab on Sports said that
the top athletes of the country will
be provided all necessary facilities
for modern training, nutrition, con-
ditioning etc. The services of top
foreign coaches will be hired for the
coaching of top national athletes, he
added.

The sports facilities in Punjab
will be developed on modern lines.
“The doors of my office are open all
the time for all players. They can

share their issues and any kind of
problems with me,” he added.

Tariq Qureshi on this occasion
said that a sports endowment fund
of Rs 2 billion is ready and it will
be implemented soon. “Under
sports endowment fund, Sports
Board Punjab will provide scholar-
ships and stipends to players.
Besides this, the top players will
also be extended financial support
for their participation in interna-
tional sports events,” he added.

He further said that a wrestling
academy is being established in
Gujranwala and we are planning to
build a wrestling academy in
Lahore. “Javelin throw track will be
built in Olympian Arshad Nadeem’s
city Mian Channu while a Kabaddi
stadium will be constructed
in Sahiwal”.

Andreescu and Sabalenka
march into last 16 in Miami

MIAMI GARDENS (AFP/APP):
Former US Open winner Bianca
Andreescu and world number two
Aryna Sabalenka cruised into the
last-16 of the Miami Open on
Sunday with straight sets victories
at Hard Rock Stadium.

Sabalenka's power was simply
too much for Marie Bouzkova with
the Belarussian breaking serve
twice in the opening set on the way
to a 6-1, 6-2 victory.

Any chance of a comeback from
Bouzkova vanished when she was
broken in the opening game of the
second set and Sabalenka was in no
danger on her serve, not facing
break point at any time in the 66
minute encounter.

Andreescu looks a player reborn
and she oozed confidence as she
enjoyed a 6-4, 6-4 victory over
American Sofia Kenin.

The 22-year-old Andreescu, the
2019 US Open winner, has been
impressive so far having beaten
Emma Raducanu and world number
10 Maria Sakkari in the previous
rounds.

In a match with few rallies,
Andreescu dominated with her
serve game, with a 70% first serve
percentage and it was not until mid-
way through the second set that
Kenin caused any real problems.

Kenin, the 2020 Australian Open
winner, broke Andreescu to cut the
lead to 4-3 but despite the improved
forehand from the Floridian,
Andreescu kept her cool and won
with her first match point.

"These victories are definitely
very sweet and ['ve had many tough
matches against Sofia, so it feels
really good to get through," said
Andreescu who converted all three
of her break points.

"I definitely feel like I am getting

better match by match, even
physically.

Like I'm feeling really good. I'm
feeling very fresh," she added.

Andreescu will face Russian
Ekaterina Alexandrova in the next
round after she beat world number
nine Belinda Bencic of Switzerland
7-6 (10/8), 6-3.

In a good day for Russian
women, qualifier Varvara Gracheva
reached her second straight WTA
1000 fourth round with a straight-
forward 6-1, 6-2 win over Polish
lucky loser Magdalena Frech.

The 22-year-old Gracheva also
made it to the last 16 as a qualifier
at Indian Wells.

There will also be a strong Czech
presence in the fourth round with
Petra Kvitova, Barbara Krejcikova
and Marketa Vondrousova all win-
ning on Sunday.

Two-times Wimbledon winner

Kvitova beat Donna Vekic 6-4, 7-6
(7/3), surviving a strong effort from
the Croat in the second set.

"She was always coming back
after a (service) break, and it wasn't
really easy already in the first set. ...
It was very difficult, she played
very well, she served very well,"
said Kvitova.

Krejcikova, the 2021 French
Open winner, beat American
Madison Keys 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 while
Vondrousova beat out-of-form com-
patriot Karolina Pliskova 6-1, 6-2

Romanian Sorana Cirstea made it
to the fourth round in Miami for the
first time in a decade after beating
Czech Karolina Muchova 7-5, 6-1.

The 32-year-old, now coached by
Swedish former Australian Open
winner Thomas Johansson, is
enjoying a mini-revival after also
reaching the same stage in Indian
Wells last month.
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IRSA releases
70,100 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Monday released
70,100 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
61,500 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 142295 feet and
was 24.95 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 20,100
cusecs while outflow as
13,000 cusecs. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was  1095.10 feet,
which was 45.10 feet
higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of
water were recorded at
18,500 cusecs and
17,000 cusecs respec-
tively. The release of

water at Kalabagh,
Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded
36,900, 38,700,
36,200 and 7,000
cusecs respectively.

Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of
16,400 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 7,400 cusecs were
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

13 outlaws

arrested

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad capital
police on Monday
claimed to apprehend
13 outlaws from differ-
ent areas of the city and
recovered drugs and
weapons from their
possession. Police said
that Kohsar police team
arrested an accused
Nadeem and recovered
one 9mm pistol with
ammunition from his
possession. Likewise,
Phulgran police team
arrested three accused
namely Hashmat Khan,
Shahzad and Rustam
Khan and recovered
1076 gram heroin, 160
gram ice and one dag-
ger from their posses-
sion. Similarly,
Shalimar police team
arrested an accused
namely Adnan involved
in illegal sale of petro-
leum products. Sabzi
Mandi police team
arrested Inayat and
recovered 1130 gram
hashish from his pos-
session. Moreover,
Shams Colony police
team arrested Iftikhar,
Asim and Zubair and
recovered a total of 465
gram hashish and one
30 bore pistol with
ammunition from their
possession. Noon
police team arrested
three Afghan nationals
namely Hamza, Sabir
and Arshad living in
Pakistan illegally.
Furthermore, Lohi Bher
police team arrested an
accused namely Akbar
Khan and recovered
one 30-bore pistol with
ammunition from his
possession. Cases have
been registered against
the nabbed accused and
further investigation is
underway.

Two gangsters
arrested

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Shalimar police
have arrested two gang-
sters and recovered cash
and weapons along with
ammunition from their
possession. According
to police, Islamabad
Capital Police have
started a crackdown
against criminal ele-
ments in order to save
the precious lives and
property of citizens. The
Shalimar police team
arrested two gangsters
and recovered cash and
weapons along with
ammunition from their
possession. The accused
have been identified as
Adnan and Talah Ejaz.
Cases have been regis-
tered  against  the
nabbed accused and
further investigation is
underway from them.

DIG Operations
Islamabad Syed
Shehzad Nadeem
Bukhari has further

directed all senior offi-
cials for effective crack-
down against the
accused involved in
heinous crimes. “Safety
and security of the citi-
zens is our foremost pri-
ority and no laxity will
be tolerated in this
regard” he added.

ISLAMABAD: Former Member National Ambly, Hanif Abbassi calls on Prl:meiniste-r
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Kashmiris diaspora should
fully expose Indian rights
abuses in IIOJK: Sultan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
AJK President Barrister
Sultan Mahmood

Chaudhry on Monday said in Kashmir.
the Kashmiri diaspora in
the United Kingdom
should play their due role
in fully exposing India's
fascist government's ugly

the IIOJK, he said India
had broken all records of
barbarism and brutality

The Azad Jammu &
Kashmir (AJK) president
was talking to Chaudhry
Khadim Hussain, President
of Kashmir Peace Forum

who he said were being
humiliated, harassed,
beaten and even killed day
in and day out by India's
so-called security
forces."It is our responsi-
bility to expose Modi's
malicious ambitions as
well as his nefarious

face and the worst human
rights violations being
committed by its occupa-
tion forces in the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
& Kashmir (ITOJK).
Referring to the wors-
ening  political and
human rights situation in

International Midland, who
called on him here at the
Kashmir House.

He said that under the
given circumstances, it
was our shared responsi-
bility to draw world atten-
tion towards the plight of
our Kashmiri brethren

designs in the region", the
president said. Barrister
Sultan Mahmood
Chaudhry on this occa-
sion appreciated the
efforts made by Kashmir
Peace Forum International
to highlight the Kashmir
issue in the UK.

Two wanted members of
thief gang held; stolen
valuables recovered

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Islamabad capital police
Khanna police team arrest-
ed two accused involved in
theft activities and recov-
ered stolen valuables from
their possession, a police
public relations officer
said. He said that, follow-
ing the special directions of
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan, the Islamabad
capital police has intensi-
fied crackdown against the
criminal elements involved
in theft activities in order to
eliminate the crime from
the city.

Following these direc-
tions, a Khanna police sta-
tion team used technical
and human resources and
succeeded in apprehending
two accused involved in
theft activities. The accused
were identified as Abdul Ur
Rehman and Zaib Akram.

Police team also recov-
ered stolen valuables worth

sion. Case has been regis-
tered against the nabbed
accused and further investi-
gation is underway.

CPO /DIG Operations
Islamabad Syed Shehzad
Nadeem Bukhari directed
all senior officials for effec-
tive crackdown against the
accused involved in
heinous crimes. "Safety and
security of the citizens is
our foremost priority and
no laxity will be tolerated
in this regard" he added.

Five absconders
involved in various crimi-
nal  activities  held:
Islamabad capital police
have arrested five abscon-
ders involved in heinous
crime during the last 24
hours, a police public rela-
tions officer said.

He said that, following
the special directions of
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan, special tasks
were assigned to all police
officials to ensure the arrest

of proclaimed offenders
and absconders involved in
heinous crimes.

During the crackdown,
the Islamabad capital police
teams of Tarnol, Women,
Sabzi Mandi and Ramna
police station team arrested
five absconders during the
last 24 hours.

CPO/DIG Operations
Islamabad Syed Shehzad
Nadeem Bukhari has
appreciated the perform-
ance of the police team
and said that Islamabad
police are making all out
efforts for the safety and
security of citizens. He
further said that, the
Islamabad Capital Police
is taking all possible steps
to eradicate crime from the
city and those involved in
heinous crimes and illegal
activities will be dealt
with iron hands. Safety to
the lives and property of
the citizens is the foremost
priority of Islamabad capi-

Rs 03 lac from their posses-

tal police.

Pakistan should play
leading role in establishing
fund for climate victims

ISLAMABAD (APP): As thousands of
flood victims are still struggling in
Pakistan to rehabilitate their lives and
livelihoods, international climate experts
are set to meet in Egypt this week (27-29
March 2023) to deliberate operationaliza-
tion of a Loss and Damage(L&D) Fund. If
L&D fund had existed already and
Pakistan had access to its finances, the
2022 flood victims would have been in a
somewhat better situation.

This was mentioned in a press state-
ment by Resilient Future International, an
Islamabad-based research and training
company. The agreement on a Loss and
Damage Fund was the most important win
for climate-vulnerable countries at the last
climate change meeting, Conference of
Parties — 27 (COP27) at Sharm El Sheikh,
Egypt (Nov 6-Nov 18, 2022).

Loss and Damage refer to the perma-
nent loss caused by climate change,
including floods, heat waves, hurricanes,
sea-level rise, drought and desertification.
The L&D Fund aims to provide financial
assistance to climate-vulnerable countries,
such as Pakistan that faced USD30-40 bil-
lion losses due to the historic floods in
2022. A “Transitional Committee” was set
up to deliberate the operationalization of
the Loss and Damage Fund. The
Committee is meeting this week in the his-
toric city of Luxor in Egypt and will meet
two more times this year before sharing its
proposals at the next global climate meet-
ing (COP28) scheduled in Dubai from
30th Nov to 12 Dec 2023. The
Transitional Committee works with the
support of the United Nations Framework
Convention of Climate Change (UNFC-

CC). The Committee consists of 24
experts, including 14 from developing and
10 from developed countries.

Aftab Alam Khan CEO of Resilient
Future International, believes that the
COP27 agreement on an L&D fund was a
big victory, the next big win would be cre-
ating a framework for the fund. “Another
phase of struggle starts for climate-vulner-
able countries with the inception of
Transitional Committee meetings. The
vulnerable countries should join the meet-
ings with a clear strategy. Pakistan should
play a leading role as it played in COP27
for the agreement on L&D Fund.

It is important that the Transitional
Committee achieves the first thing first. It

needs to prioritize creation of a framework | .

for the L&D Fund over discussion on fund-
ing arrangements. The discussion on funding

arrangement at this stage may distract the |

committee because once the Fund is created
the arrangements would follow, anyway.”
Aftab Alam Khan noted that the Transitional
Committee has only three meetings this year
to deliberate on the L&D Fund before
COP28. The climate-vulnerable countries
should conduct smart negotiations. “Climate
negotiations are arduous. There exist impor-
tant questions around L&D funding arrange-
ments but they should be treated secondary
to the primary deliverable of a new Fund.
For instance, a legitimate question is how to
coordinate L&D funding with humanitarian
assistance and other existing vehicles of cli-
mate finance. Nevertheless, developing
countries should ensure that such questions
are considered in a separate process and
2023 is focused on the core work of creating
the framework of the new L&D fund.”

ANF recovers
over 74 kg drugs;
arrests five

RAWALPINDI  (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) recovered over 74
kg drugs while conduct-
ing seven operations
across the country and
arrested five accused,
said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Monday.

He informed that ANF
and ASF in an operation
at Islamabad
International Airport
recovered over two kg Ice
drug from the possession
of a Qatar-bound passen-
ger, resident of Swabi.

In another operation,
131 heroin-filled cap-
sules were recovered
from the possession of a
Dubai-bound passenger,

resident  of  Khyber
Agency netted at
Islamabad International
Airport.

In third operation at
Lahore International

Airport, 30 heroin-filled
capsules were recovered
from the possession of a
Bangkok-bound passen-

ger, resident of
Pakpattan.
The spokesman

informed that ANF in an
operation in Faisalabad
managed to recover 4.8
kg opium and rounded up
two accused, residents of
Faisalabad.

ANF and FC in two
different operations in
Khyber recovered 43 kg
charras.

He informed that ANF
foiled a bid to smuggle
drugs from Afghanistan
to Balochistan and recov-
ered 25 kg crystal heroin
from Chaghi area.

Separate cases have
been registered against
the accused while further
investigation are under-
way, he said.

IESCO issues
power suspension

programme

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(IESCO) on Monday
issued a power suspen-
sion programme for
Tuesday for various areas
of its region due to nec-
essary maintenance and
routine development
work. According to the
IESCO Spokesperson, the
power supply of different
feeders and grid stations
would remain suspended
for the period from 07:00
AM to 11:00 AM,
Islamabad Circle, 1-11/3,
Feeder Chakwal Circle,
Basharat Feeder and sur-
rounding areas.

Peace in country must

for general

ISLAMABAD (APP): Adviser to the
Prime Minister on Kashmir and Gilgit
Baltistan Affairs, Qamar Zaman Kaira on
Monday said it was necessary to have
peace in the country to hold general elec-
tions as Imran Khan created chaos and
uncertainty in the country.

Addressing a news conference, the
PM’s aide said there was a debate sparked
in the assemblies, media and decision-
making circles due to the postponement of
provincial assembly elections in Punjab.

Kaira said there was an uncertain situa-

§| | tion in the country which was at its peak.

The first goal during such situation was
to make decisions with logic and reason.
At present, he said the problems faced

| by the country demanded the stakeholders

to take decisions with patience, vision and
tolerance. He regretted that on the con-
trary, everyone was trying to defeat his or
her opponents either it was in the depart-
ments or media. The reality has gone
obscure and people were left directionless,
he said. The elections in the two provinces
were postponed and a huge hue and cry
was made on it and termed it a major con-
stitutional violation by the Opposition.

Kaira said the coalition parties tried to
stop Imran Khan from dissolving the
assemblies of KP and Punjab but it failed.

“The powers whatsoever enshrined in
the constitution are based on some logic
and demands from the one who exercise to
use it prudently,” he added.

poll: Kaira

He claimed that the Punjab Assembly
dissolved by the then CM Pervaiz Elahi
was not carried out as per his own will
rather on Imran Khan’s whims.

That decision, he said was not based on
Elahi’s own free will, adding, “the election
process involves security deployment,
management of electoral staff, finances
from the Ministry of finance which is a
complete exercise,” he said.

The ECP categorically stated that it was
not able to provide mass level staff
deployment to hold elections, he said.

He mentioned that national census was
underway in the country and teams were in
the field across the country.

The departments concerned informed
that due to census staff was not available,
he said adding, “The census is held after
ten years but this time it is being held after
seven years. It has been decided in CCI
under then Prime Minister Imran Khan to
hold census in a more transparent and fair
manner. So that, new polls are to be held
under the new census.”

The ECP wrote a letter to the Prime
Minister, apprising him on the fact that
the departments concerned had denied aid
to hold polls on April 30 due to the census
and law and order situation in the country,
he added.

The PM convened the cabinet meeting
that endorsed the situation and the ECP in
the light of those facts had delayed the
elections, he said.

Abbasi says

in favour of

‘elections within 90 days’

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
former prime minister (PM)
and PML-N leader on

ter Shahid Khagan Abbasi
said “Now the supreme
court will see this matter as

president of the party. He
doesn’t believe in two lead-
ers in one party. He added

Monday said that he in
favour of ‘elections within
90 days’.

In an interview with
private TV news channel,
the PML-N leader said
that he still stands by his
stance to hold elections
within 90 days but it is
ECP’s responsibility. The
constitution also asks the
state institutions to assist
the ECP in holding elec-
tions, he added.

The former prime minis-

the ECP had said they can-
not hold elections.”

He further said that if
any political party violates
the constitution, the state
takes action against it but
he is not in favour of base-

less allegations against
political parties.
The PML-N leader

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi said
that Nawaz Sharif is his
leader, Maryam Nawaz is
the party’s chief organizer
and Shehbaz Sharif is the

that history will tell how
Shehbaz Sharif became the
Prime Minister.

He asked when Saqib
Nisar was the chief justice,
what he did in his tenure,
can he question anything
now? Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi added that jailing
political leaders, abuse and
hatred is not part of politics
and if politics cannot
improve the quality of peo-
ple’s life then all politicians
have failed.

PTDC hopeful for boom
in tourism sector

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Pakistan
Tourism  Development  Corporation
(PTDC) after taking numerous measures
to promote tourism in Pakistan by project-
ing and marketing the country’s history,
culture, arts and tourism, was hoping to
achieve a boom in the tourism sector.

After realizing the growth potential of
the tourism sector in the country, the
PTDC initiated devising policies, strate-
gies and frameworks to attract tourists
coming from various parts of the country
and the world.

"Pakistan is rich with cultural heritage
and potential for immense tourism due to
its unmatched landscape, natural beauty,
diverse culture, and cuisine," said a press
release issued by PTDC on Monday.

"It is representing the country by organ-
izing domestic and international events

and exhibitions for assisting tourists with
the provision of transport and accommo-
dations facilities within the country."

"The incumbent government has taken
many initiatives to promote and revive the
tourism industry to explore historical sites
to yield desirable results in this sector. "

"The Task Force on Tourism had
already been formed to achieve milestones
in the sector as it is contributing massive-
ly to the socioeconomic development of
the country, it added.

"A large number of tourists including
local and foreign dignitaries are visiting
Pakistan due to its diverse tourist sites."

"Due to the attention of the PTDC with
the financial support of the present gov-
ernment, it is utilizing all available
resources to evolve policies to facilitate
tourists, said a press release.

Commissioner visits

free flour points to
review arrangements

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Division, Liaquat Ali Chatta
here on Monday visited
Double Road and Liaquat
Bagh free flour distribution
points and reviewed the
arrangements made to facili-
tate the citizens. Deputy
Commissioner Rawalpindi,
Hasan Wagar Cheema and
Additional Commissioner
Coordination, Syed Nadarat
Ali were present on the occa-

sion. The Commissioner
reviewed the arrangements
and monitored the national
identity card scanning and
record entry process at differ-
ent counters set at free flour
distribution points.

The Commissioner
inquired from the citizens
about the behaviour of the
officials and the supply of
flour. He expressed satisfac-
tion on the arrangements
made by the administration

and issued instructions to the
officials concerned to pro-
vide guidance to all the citi-
zens who visit the points to
get free flour. The commis-
sioner issued also instruc-
tions to the authorities con-
cerned to increase the num-
ber of counters at all mega
points, improve seating
arrangements for the citi-
zens, and ensure a transpar-
ent and dignified supply of
flour to the people.
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6 billion Afs allocated

KABUL (Agencies): 6 billion Afghanis have
been allocated to strengthen the banks of the
Amu Darya and the threat level has reached
zero. The Director of Amu Darya in the
northern zone, Mawlavii Abdul Hakeem
Hikmat said that advanced procedures have
been cast-off to reinforce the banks of the
Amu Daray and to prevent further damages.
The IE is firm not to refrain from any effort
to protect the prosperity of the people and
the territorial integrity of the country.

The Frontier Post
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( Food distributes in Takhar )

TAKHAR (Agencies): The World Food
Program (WFP) distributed food items to
7,893 needy families in Takhar province.
Officials from the provincial rural rehabilita-
tion and development department reported
that the WFP provided food items in BanGi,
ChaAl, and Dasht Qala districts of the
province. The food package included flour,
cooking oil, and other essential items, and
will be distributed four more times to fami-
lies in need in the region.

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Afghans begging on
streets to recieve aid

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
economic deputy prime
minister, Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar, said that
around 30,500 beggars will
be provided with assistance
during Ramadan.

Around 1,600 beggars
were provided assistance in
the first round. “Around
30,500 beggars are allocat-
ed for, and a committee has
been formed for them. We
will soon provide aid for
them,” Baradar said.

Baradar said that efforts
are underway to minimize
the number of people beg-
ging in the country.

Speaking at an aid distri-
bution event for people

begging in Kabul, Deputy
Prime Minister Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar urged
non-government organiza-
tions and Afghan traders to
help vulnerable people dur-
ing Ramadan.

“We are striving for--and
hoping to see-- no one beg-
ging. We feel ourselves to
be responsible for nobody
being forced to reach a hand
out to beg,” Baradar added.

“The Islamic Emirate is
trying to help all people
stand on their own feet and
no one will be forced to
beg from now on,” said
Abdul Mateen Rahimzai,
head of the Kabul refugees
department.

This comes as the people
who gathered to receive
assistance said they are in
critical condition.

“I am in a critical condi-
tion. I passed the previous
winter in a bad condition,”
said Baseera, a vulnerable
person.

“I am a widow. I am now
facing a bad economic con-
dition; therefore, I want
traders and aid organizations
to provide assistance to poor
Afghans,” said Farzana, a
vulnerable person.

More than 30,000 people
who beg on the streets of
Kabul will be provided
with assistance, according
to officials.

UN urged to remove
sanctions on members

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Taliban authorities have
once again asked the
United Nations to remove
the names of the group’s
members from the UN
blacklist, adding the inter-
national community should
engage with the group
instead of putting pressure.
The UN Security Council
failed to reach an agreement
to extend the travel exemp-
tions, allowing 13 Taliban
officials to travel abroad,
which expired in August
2021. “Some 20 to 25
Islamic Emirate officials are
on the UN blacklist and have
been sanctioned. Some of
them have died, and few are
working with the caretaker
government,”  Zabihullah
Mujahid, Taliban senior
spokesperson said.
According to Mujahid,
adding pressure and force
will not bear results. The

war of the past 20 years has
proven that the people of
Afghanistan will not sur-
render to pressure. Instead,
engagement and negotia-
tions are ideal options to
reach a comprehensive con-
clusion, he added.

Moreover, including of
the Islamic Emirate offici-
als on the UN blacklist vio-
lates the Doha Agreement,
according to Mujahid.

The Doha Agreement is a
peace deal between the US
and the Taliban aimed at
restoring peace in Afghan-
istan. the agreement was sig-
ned in Doha in 2020, finaliz-
ing the US withdrawal from
Afghanistan contingent on
Taliban security assurance
that Afghan soil will not be
used against US by Al-Qaed
and other terrorist groups.

One of the drawbacks of
the Doha Agreement was
the exclusion of the Afghan

£

government, which granted
the Taliban the legitimacy
to negotiate with the US on
international stages in the
absence of Afghan authori-

ties, according to some
Afghan politicians and
experts.

In the comprehensive
Doha Agreement, it was
also stated that human
rights, the rights of women,
ethnic groups, and religious
minorities  should  be
respected, which has not
been fulfilled as of now by
the de facto authorities of

Afghanistan.
The deteriorating human-
itarian situation in

Afghanistan, and the contin-
uous violation of the rights
of women and girls to edu-
cation, work, and public life
are the primary reason for
the sanctions on the Taliban,
according to a political ana-
lyst, Torek Farhadi.

IE pledges to invest in
major uplift projects

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
current Afghan government
said there are plans for min-
ing and water management
projects, as well as projects
in other areas, to be
launched this year.

The deputy spokesper-
son of the Islamic Emirate,
Bilal Karimi, emphasized
that the current government
supports domestic and for-
eign investors and is pro-
viding opportunities for
them.

“The Islamic Emirate
will focus attention on the
projects that are very cru-
cial for the country’s infra-
structure, for example, the
management of water, in
mining... as well as in the
health and education sector,

and other sectors where
there is a need,” Karimi
noted. Economists say
development efforts in the
country are currently weak
and poverty and unemploy-
ment have not decreased in
Afghanistan.

“The investments made
are insufficient, and the
results show that even
half-completed develop-
ment projects were not
completed. And because
the World Bank and for-
eign nations did not sup-
port them, the initiatives
that were scheduled to
begin did not,” said Sayed
Masoud, an economist.

Some residents of Kabul
asked the Islamic Emirate
to do more to eradicate

poverty in the country.

“We will be happy if
some help is given to us.
We are poor people. I am
the sole breadwinner of a
family of seven members,”
said Mohammadullah, a
resident of Kabul.

“We want this govern-
ment to be recognized, and
we also want to see a reduc-
tion in the level of poverty
and despair among the peo-
ple. We ask our government
to bring peace to our
nation,” said Sayed Ahmad,
another resident of Kabul.

According to data pro-
vided by the UN, more than
700,000 people have lost
their  employment in
Afghanistan during the past
1.5 years.

Needy families received
cash aid in Jawzjan

JAWZJAN (Agenc1es)
Cash was distributed to
1,120 needy and families
who suffered natural inci-
dents in Darzab Jawzjan
district.

The provincial head of
Refugees and Repatriation

Department of Jawzjan,
Amanullah Talha said that
each families received 320
to 340 dollars from the
office of the organization
in cooperation with the
Women’s  Office  for
Afghan women for provid-

ing shelters.

Meanwhile, non-food
items were distributed to
125 families in Bamyan,
including a package of win-
ter children’s kit, a package
of kitchen tools, sanitary
and a carton of soap.

DAB revokes
individual
licenses

KABUL (Agencies): Da
Afghanistan Bank (DAB)
has announced new regula-
tions aimed at improving
the management, trans-
parency, and supervision of
non-banking financial
organizations, specifically
money exchange and mon-
etary services.

As part of these changes,
DAB has revoked all indi-
vidual licenses and provid-
ed company licenses to 876
money exchange services
last year to standardize and

increase transparency in ||

their activities.

Da Afghanistan Bank
issued corporate licenses to
876 money changers and
money service providers in
last year, according to the
bank statements.

Based to the banking
sector, includes non-bank-
ing financial institutions
that include money chang-
ers, money service provi-
ders, electronic money,
payment and small loan
institutions, in charges for
organization.

Poppy land
eradicated in

4 provinces

KABUL (Agencies): The
counter-narcotics  police
eradicated over 15 acres of
land from poppy cultiva-
tion in four provinces of
the country.

The counter-narcotics
police have eradicated over
15 acres of land in the
provinces of Laghman,
Farah, Nuristan and
Uruzgan said the Ministry
of Interior in a statement.

The counter-narcotics
police of Interior Ministry,
discovered four drug facto-
ries with 50,000kgs of Yama
in Ghor, burned 28,000kgs
of yama in Herat, and arrest-
ed 11 people on charges of

production and dealing
drugs from these provinces,
said the Ministry.

Doctors
perform

surgery

KABUL (Agencies): Brig-
adier General Dr. Abdul
Wali Ahmadzai and a team
of specialists at the Kabul
military hospital have suc-
cessfully operated on a man
from Helmand who was
born with a club foot.

The medical team from
the orthopedic department
of the Sardar Mohammad
Dawood Khan Hospital in
Kabul, said the patient,
Abdul  Ahmad, never
received corrective surgery
on his right foot as a child.

“He had not seen a doc-
tor, he was in a defective
condition,” a statement
issued by the hospital read.

Now, however, Ahmad’s
foot has been realigned and
he is expected to make a
full recovery.

Another success story
was Sara, a 13-year-old
girl, who had been strug-
gling with a severe limb
deformity and had been
unable to walk. After suc-
cessful surgery, she can
now walk, doctors said.

The team of specialists
has made  enormous
progress in recent months
in treating patients — often
performing life-changing
surgery.

With the appointment of
qualified staff and ensuring
standards are maintained,
treatment being offered is
helping to prevent patients
from having to travel to
neighboring countries for
medical treatment.

2 killed, 12 hurt in blast
near . Forelgn Mlnlstry

KABUL (Khaama Press):
A blast occurred near a
checkpoint on the road
leading to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in down-
town Kabul on Monday
afternoon, sources describ-
ing it as a heavy explosion.

According  to  the
sources, the blast happened
when the Ministry of for-
eign affairs employees left
their offices, saying it was a
suicide bombing.

Meanwhile, according to
the Emergency NGO in
Kabul, 12 wounded, includ-
ing a child, were brought to
the hospital after the blast
near the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Two other victims are
already dead. Taliban
authorities have not com-
mented yet.

Several ambulances
reached to the area to trans-
fer the injured people to
Wazir Akbar Khan hospital.

A similar explosion
occurred in January, which
killed several employees of
the Ministry and wounded
several others.

Recently, the Taliban
security  forces  have
increased their operations
against Daesh or IS-K mili-
tants nationwide, killing
several top leaders and
arresting several others.

A recent raid by the
Taliban in Mazar-e-Sharif
killed three top leaders of
the Islamic State, including
Ziauddin, the acting gover-

nor of Islamic State-
Khorasan, including two
others.

Another suicide blast
kills 6:

According to Kabul
police authorities, a suicide
bomber was shot down
before reaching its target
near the security Checkp-
oint at Malik Asgahr inter-
section of the second secu-

rity zone of Kabul.

While targeting the
attacker, the suicide bomb-
ing exploded as a result, six
civilians were killed, and
several others were injured,
including three Taliban
forces, said Kabul police
officials.

This came after the
blast occurred in front of
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Kabul on
Monday this afternoon,
killing two and injuring 12
employees.

The suicide bombing in
the capital city of Kabul
exactly came after British
General Michael Kurilla
said that the Islamic State
(Daesh) had a more signifi-
cant presence in
Afghanistan than the previ-
ous year, and he claimed
that the group would be
able to strike American
interests in Europe and Asia
within six months.

The Taliban authorities
have rejected the claims
and said it is an exaggera-
tion. However, the British
Foreign Ministry recently
released a statement advis-
ing citizens to avoid visit-
ing Afghanistan at any
cost.

“There is an ongoing and
high threat of terrorist
attacks throughout Afg-
hanistan, including around
the airport. There is a
heightened threat of terror-
ist attacks in or around reli-
gious sites and during reli-

gious festivals, such as
Ramadan.
Travel throughout

Afghanistan is extremely
dangerous, and border
crossings may not be
open,” the statement said.
Since the Taliban took
control of the country, the
IS group has strengthened
and claimed responsibility
for several deadly attacks.

IEA Refugee Minister urge Iran to
abide by 1mm1grat10n agreement

KABUL (Agenmes) The =
acting minister of refugee
and repatriation affairs dur-
ing a meeting with the
ambassador of Iran said
that his country should fol-
low the immigration agree-
ment signed between the
two neighbors.

The Ministry of Refugee
and Repatriation Affairs in
a statement said, that
Acting  Refugee  and
Repatriation Affairs Khalil
Al Rahman Haqqani met
Iranian Ambassador
Hassan Khazimi Qumi and
discussed Afghan refugees
problems in Iran.

During the meeting, Mr.
Haqqani said that Iran
should not mistreat Afghan

refugees and respond to

send across the corpses of

those died in various inci-

Iranian government to fol-

low the immigration agree-
their problems as well as dents in Iran. He also urged ment signed between the

two countries.

Japan contributes $21 million for
life-saving vaccines in Afghanistan

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The Embassy of Japan in
Afghanistan on Monday
announced that Japan has
contributed US$ 21 mil-
lion for live life-saving
vaccines for mothers and
children, and water and
sanitation in schools.

With  this  funding,
UNICEF will provide
clean water for 30,000
people in four provinces,
and vaccines for 18.3 mil-
lion mothers and children
across Afghanistan.

Amid the devastating
humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan, the govern-
ment of Japan has donated
to UNICEF US$ 18 mil-
lion in support of essential

vaccines for over 18 mil-
lion mothers and children,
and US$ 3.6 million for
water and sanitation facili-
ties in public schools.

The vaccines include
measles, rotavirus, tetanus
and diphtheria, polio, hep-
atitis B and others. These
funds will also enable
UNICEF to reach around
10 million children with
oral polio vaccines during
national vaccination cam-
paigns in 2023.

“This support from the
Japanese government will
not only help to give
mothers and children the
immunity boost they need
to stay healthy, but it will
also improve sanitation

and hygiene in schools,”
said Rushnan Murtaza,
UNICEF Afghanistan
Deputy Representative.

“Complementing our
past support to
Afghanistan in health,
nutrition and education,
we hope these contribu-
tions will create cleaner,
safer learning environ-
ments and communities
for children and their fam-
ilies,” says Takashi Okada,
Ambassador of Japan to
Afghanistan.

Water and sanitation
projects will be imple-
mented in Ghor, Uruzgan,
Zabul and Pakitika which
are among the most
deprived provinces in

Afghanistan, according to

UNICEEF officials.
Since the return of the
Taliban to power in

August 2021, the govern-
ment of Japan has gener-
ously contributed towards
improving the living con-
ditions of women and chil-
dren, who have been the
most vulnerable segments
of society wunder the
Taliban regime.

As a friendly partner,
Japan has always stood
with the people of
Afghanistan, and support-
ed programs in areas
including education, nutri-
tion, health, sanitation and
more over the past two
decades.

Famous Afghan historian
buried in Kabul

KABUL (TOLOnews):

Ghulam Mohammad

Mohammadi, a famous Afghan historian, died of cancer

at age 69 in Kabul. He was buried in Kabul on Sunday.
Mohammadi wrote 31 works, some of which remain

unpublished. “He was pious. He lived in poverty but with

honor,

” said Abdul Mubin, a relative of Mohammadi.

“The work that Mr. Mohammadi left is good work and
is in archives in neighboring countries and even European

countries,”
Mohammadi.

said Ezatullah Nazari,

a relative of

Some historians described Mohammadi as a critical
writer and urged the caretaker government to publish his

works.

“Lecturer Mohammadi was one of the figures who
would oppose other works and try to investigate and then

write new (historical) work,”

researcher.

said Farzad Majeed Por, a

Mohammadi was born in 1333 (solar year) in Anaba
district of Panjshir. He was wounded in the civil war.
Mohammadi spent most of his life as a teacher and

researcher.

Khalilzad says death of
Daesh leaders would be a
‘significant blow’ to group

KABUL (Agencies):
Washington’s former spe-
cial envoy for Afghanistan
Zalmay Khalilzad said on
Monday that if the Islamic
Emirate’s claims of having
killed three senior Daesh
members was confirmed
this would be a “significant
blow to IS-K in Northern
Afghanistan.”

Khalizad tweeted that
the IEA had committed in
the Doha Agreement to
fight Daesh and that the
“removal of these ISIS
leaders indicates that it is

doing so.”

“The US and Taliban
should increase engage-
ment to complete imple-
mentation of the Doha
Agreement which serves
Afghan and US interests,”
he said.

This comes after the IEA
announced on Sunday that
three “key members” of
Daesh had been killed in an
operation in Balkh
province.

According to the IEA,
Mawlavi Ziauddin, the sec-
ond highest ranked person

in Daesh in the country;
Abu Omar Afridi, a mem-
ber of the Khorasan branch
council; and Ustad Salman
Tajikstani, one of the offi-
cials of Daesh military
training unit, were killed.

Ziauddin had reportedly
been the “Governor of
Daesh for Khorasan” and
“in charge of administrative
and judicial affairs”.

The IEA said Ustad
Salman was a citizen of
Tajikistan and a specialist
in military training and
making explosives.
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PPP sweeps Sindh
LB by-elections

KARACHI (PPI): Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) on Monday topped the chart in
Sindh local bodies by-elections, bagging
39 seats out of 59 seats, unofficial and
unconfirmed results suggested.

The Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA)
secured six seats in the elections, PTI
grabbed two seats, while JUI and MQM
Pakistan bagged one seat each. Nine inde-
also won
Polling time for local government (LG)
by-elections elapsed in 15 districts of
Sindh at Spm on Sunday. Violence was
reported at some polling stations in differ-
ent districts. Activists of PTI and PPP
clashed at a polling station in Hyderabad.

In Nawab Shah's UCS8, PPP's Qazi
Rasheed Bhatti was ahead of MQM's
Yaqoob Arain, who's at the second spot,
and the candidates of the PTI and the TLP.
PPP's Ali Ahmad and Ghulam Mustafa
were elected chairman and vice chairman
respectively in Old Nawab Shah. UC
also witnessed PPP's
Qurban Ali Arain and Ali Ahmad Burohi
leading the table. PPP's Azam Jagirani
topped the chart in Sukkur's union com-

pendent candidates

Somar Jamali

mittee Panhwari ward 1,

Jeevan Khan and Abdul Wahab succeeded
at district councilor and general coun-
cilor's seats respectively. In Jacobabad's
UC23 Kot Jangu, the independent candi-
date for chairman Zafar Khoso won, while
independent candidate Abdul Muttalib
Khoso secured the vice chairman's seat
leaving PPP's candidates behind.

Badin's UC 49 saw PPP's Pagahro
Ghulam Rasool bagging the district coun-
cilor's seat leaving GDA's Mir Hassan in
the second spot. Larkana's Dokri Town
committee ward 2 also witnessed PPP's
Basheer Thaheem taking a lead on GDA's
Habibullah Khokhar and PTI's Imam ud
din Jalbani. In UC Shehdad Kot, PPP and
JUI bagged two seats each while four oth-
ers were secured by candidates backed by

the PPP.

seats.

including

Sanghar,

while PPP's

€rs,

UC Bagodro also saw the victories of
PPP backed independent candidates chair-
man, vice chairman, member district coun-
cil, two general councilor seats while
remaining two general council's seats were
bagged by the JUI. PPP's candidate for
district councilor
Kandhkot Mir Ahmad Raza staged a win
over JUI's Raees Zafar Bheo while PPP's
Kashif Ali Bheo managed to win on chair-
man slot, and PPP's Muhammad Salah has
won as general councilor.

The polling was held for multiple seats
seats
Chairman, Member District Council, and
General Members. A total of 109,687 reg-
istered voters were expected to cast their
votes, with 59,310 male and 50,377
female voters in 15 districts. The repolling
took place in Jacobabad, Kashmore,
Shikarpur, Larkana, Qamber Shahdadkot,
Sukkur, Khairpur, Shaheed Benazirabad,
Mirpurkhas,
Tharparkar, Hyderabad, Jamshoro, and
Badin from 8am to Spm.

The local government polls were con-
ducted with the help of 15 district return-
ing officers, 26 returning officers, and 52
assistant returning officers. A total of 81
polling stations were set up across the dis-
tricts, including separate stations for men
and women as well as combined stations.
The upcoming local government polls in
15 districts of Sindh had a total of 275
polling booths. Among these booths, 140
were exclusively designated for male vot-
135 for female voters, while the
remaining 275 booths were combined and
open to both genders. The electoral watch-
dog took necessary steps to ensure fair and
transparent elections by conducting the
revote in response to allegations of mis-
conduct during the previous local govern-
ment elections held in 15 districts of
Sindh. The move aimed at addressing the
concerns and allegations of irregularities

of the UC28 of

for Chairman, Vice

Umarkot,

in the previous elections.

Peace 1n country must
for general poll: Kaira

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to
the Prime Minister on
Kashmir and Gilgit
Baltistan Affairs, Qamar
Zaman Kaira on Monday
said it was necessary to
have peace in the country to
hold general elections as
Imran Khan created chaos
and uncertainty in the coun-
try.

Addressing a news con-
ference, the PM’s aide said
there was a debate sparked
in the assemblies, media
and decision-making cir-
cles due to the postpone-
ment of provincial assem-
bly elections in Punjab.
Kaira said there was an
uncertain situation in the
country which was at its
peak.

The first goal during
such situation was to make
decisions with logic and
reason. At present, he said
the problems faced by the
country demanded the
stakeholders to take deci-
sions with patience, vision
and tolerance. He regretted
that on the contrary, every-
one was trying to defeat his
or her opponents either it

was in the departments or
media.

The reality has gone
obscure and people were
left directionless, he said.
The elections in the two
provinces were postponed
and a huge hue and cry was
made on it and termed it a
major constitutional viola-
tion by the Opposition.
Kaira said the coalition par-
ties tried to stop Imran
Khan from dissolving the
assemblies of KP and
Punjab but it failed.

“The powers whatsoever
enshrined in the constitu-
tion are based on some
logic and demands from the
one who exercise to use it
prudently,” he added. He
claimed that the Punjab
Assembly dissolved by the
then CM Pervaiz Elahi was
not carried out as per his
own will rather on Imran
Khan’s whims. That deci-
sion, he said was not based
on Elahi’s own free will,
adding, “the election
process involves security
deployment, management
of electoral staff, finances
from the Ministry of
finance which is a complete
exercise,” he said.

The ECP categorically
stated that it was not able to
provide mass level staff
deployment to hold elec-
tions, he said. He men-
tioned that national census
was underway in the coun-
try and teams were in the
field across the country.
The departments concerned
informed that due to census
staff was not available, he
said adding, “The census is
held after ten years but this
time it is being held after
seven years.

It has been decided in
CCI under then Prime
Minister Imran Khan to
hold census in a more trans-
parent and fair manner. So
that, new polls are to be
held under the new cen-
sus.” The ECP wrote a let-
ter to the Prime Minister,
apprising him on the fact
that the departments con-
cerned had denied aid to
hold polls on April 30 due
to the census and law and
order situation in the coun-
try, he added. The PM con-
vened the cabinet meeting
that endorsed the situation
and the ECP in the light of
those facts had delayed the
elections, he said.

Saudi, Iranian FMs to
meet during ongoing month

TEHRAN (Agencies):
Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al
Saud and his Iranian coun-
terpart, Hossein
Amirabdollahian, have
agreed to meet during the
ongoing Muslim  holy
month of Ramadan, the
Saudi state news agency
SPA said on Monday.

Both ministers spoke by
phone for the second time in
a few days, SPA said.
"During the call, a number
of common issues were dis-
cussed in light of the tripar-
tite agreement that was
signed in the People's

Republic of China. The two

ministers also agreed to hold
a bilateral meeting between
them during the ongoing
month of Ramadan," SPA
said. Earlier this month, Iran
and Saudi Arabia agreed to
revive relations after years
of hostility that had threat-
ened stability and security in
the Gulf and helped fuel
conflicts in the Middle East
from Yemen to Syria.The
deal between the regional
powers, Sunni Muslim
Saudi Arabia and long-time
rival Shi'ite Iran, brokered
by China, was announced
after previously undisclosed
talks in Beijing between top
security officials from the

two countries.

Analysts say both sides
stand to benefit from de-
escalation, as Iran seeks to
undercut U.S. efforts to iso-
late it in the region and
Saudi Arabia tries to focus
on economic development.
Saudi Arabia cut ties with
Iran in 2016 after its
embassy in Tehran was
stormed during a dispute
between the two countries
over Riyadh's execution of a
Shi'ite Muslim cleric.The
kingdom also has blamed
Iran for missile and drone
attacks on its oil facilities in
2019 as well as attacks on
tankers in Gulf waters.

Mugam
calls on
KP CM

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
Prime Minister on Political
and Public Affairs, Engr.
Amir Mugam on Monday
called on Caretaker Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad
Azam Khan. They dis-
cussed law and order and
distribution of free flour

among people in the
province.
The Chief Minister

assured that the caretaker
government will utilize all
available resources for the
welfare of people in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Meanwhile, Caretaker
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad
Azam Khan has directed
the concerned authorities to
improve the mechanism of
provision of free flour to
the deserving and needy
people in the province.

In a statement issued in
Peshawar on Monday, he
asked the District
Administration officials to
ensure their presence on
ground during distribution
of free flour across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Muhammad Azam Khan
stressed the need for proper
monitoring of the process
of free flour distribution so
that the needy and poor
families can get the flour.
The Chief Minister also
directed for appropriate and
effective planning to avoid
any untoward incident.

PTI’s
Hassaan
booked

KARACHI (PPI): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Hassaan Niazi and
his accomplices have been
booked in a separate case in
Karachi for inciting people
to revolt against national
institutions, according to a
report Monday..

The case has been regis-
tered on the complaint of a
citizen named Muhammad
Igbal in the Jamshaid
Quarters police
station.According to the
text of the FIR, Hassaan
Niazi was involved in incit-
ing people to revolt against
national institutions and
attempted to provoke
disharmony in a video on
social media. The statement
has created anger and dis-
tress among the masses, the
FIR further said. It has been
learnt that a team of
Karachi East police will
leave for Lahore and
Islamabad to arrest Hasaan
Niazi in the case.

On Sunday, a district and
sessions court in Quetta
handed over Barrister
Hassaan Niazi, the nephew
of former prime minister
Imran Khan, to Punjab
police on one-day transit
remand. Judicial
Magistrate  Kaleemullah
approved one-day transit
remand of PTI Ileader
Hassan Niazi. Sources told
ARY News that a delega-
tion of Lahore police were
present in Quetta for the
custody of Hassaan Niazi.

Zubair Niazi’s interim
bail extended till April 4:
While seeking a report
from the JIT at next hear-
ing, an anti-terrorism court
(ATC) in Lahore Monday
extended the interim bail of
PTI leader Zubair Khan
Niazi till April 4 next in the
case of vandalism during
the party’s ‘jail bharo’
movement.

Zubair Niazi appeared
before the court and got his
attendance marked. “This
case is being investigated
along with other cases by
the JIT. The investigation
report will now be submit-
ted by the JIT,” the prose-
cutor told the court.
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Non-allotment of quarter to washerwoman

President censures
CDA’s discriminatory act

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi has expressed displeasure over
the Capital Development Authority
(CDA)’s discriminatory and misogy-
nist act of non-allotment of a resi-
{| dential quarter to a woman employ-
ee. The CDA had taken the plea that
quarters could only be allotted to
adult male working dhobis (washer

men) as per past practice.

President Alvi said that CDA had
discriminated against the female

employee, and upheld

Mohtasib’s orders directing CDA to
allot the quarter to the female
employee. While rejecting CDA’s
representation against the orders of
the Wafaqi Mohtasib, the President
said that the most unfortunate part of
the CDA’s defence was that allot-
ment could only be made to a male
and could not be made to a female for

the same services.

“This is highly discriminatory,
CDA is directed to improve its rules
that are ensuring such misogynist
practices and send the report to
Wafaqi Mohtasib of the same in 60

days,” he said. The president under-
scored that Pakistan could not
progress if its female equal members
of the society were discriminated
against in such a manner. He said that
it was against the spirit of the
founders of Pakistan, the fair prac-
of Islam,

tices
Constitution.

Wafaqi

Waftaqi

quarter.

ty list.

He directed CDA to comply with
Mohtasib’s
redress the grievance of the com-
plainant and, if so required, and seek
the approval of the competent
authority/forum without further loss
of time. Shahnaz Begum (the com-
plainant) had alleged that her late
husband was an ex-washer man
attached with CDA, and he had
applied for allotment of a Dhobi

She joined CDA as a washer-
woman, after the death of her hus-
band, and made a request for the
allotment of a quarter, but CDA
issued the same to another employee
who was junior to her in the seniori-
Feeling aggrieved,
approached Wafaqi Mohtasib who
passed the order that maladministra-

and also the

tion on the part of CDA was evident
as it had discriminated against the
complainant and was recommended
to issue allotment orders for the quar-
ter in question to the complainant
and submit a compliance report with-
in 30 days.

The CDA filed a representation

against the orders of the Wafaqi

orders and

Mohtasib and contended that from
the beginning, the accommodation
had been allotted to CDA’s male
employees (washermen) and it had
never been allotted to any female
(washerwoman). The CDA further
argued that Dhobi had been defined
as an adult male working Dhobi and
the relatives of Dhobi meant adult
blood relations viz. father, brother,
and son.

After perusal of the record and

she

hearing the parties, it was observed
that CDA had already issued allot-
ment of another quarter to a female
washerwoman in the year 2000. The
president, therefore, rejected CDA’s
representation and upheld Wafaqi
Mohtasib’s orders to issue the allot-
ment letters of the quarter in question
to the female Dhobi.

BRT, BTAP, Malam Jabba
cases being reopened

PESHAWAR (APP): Care-
taker Minister for Transport,
Shahid Khan Khattak has
said that Bus Rapid Project
(BRT), Billion Trees Affore-
stration Project (BTAP),
Malam Jabba and other
cases were being reopened.
He hinted that caretaker
Chief Minister KP would
soon write a letter to the
relevant investigation agen-
cies to probe alleged cor-
ruption in the pavement of
banks of river Kabul in
Nowshera and small dams
in the province.
Addressing

an open

kachary held at the office of
the deputy commissioner
Nowshera Kabir Afridi and
later talking to media after
distributing free flour
among people, the minister
claimed that PTI govern-
ment has ruined the econo-
my during its nearly 10
years rule that resulted an
increase in inflation and
price-hike in the country
especially Khyber
Pakthunkhwa.

He claimed that there
were still PTT’s remnants in
bureaucracy, which were
creating hurdle in the way

of the provincial govern-
ment. He said politics on
free flour should be avoid-
ed and all poor households
should be given free flour
bags in a dignified manner.
The Minister said the for-
mer PTI government has
recruited about 5,000
media influencers for its
personal projection and
paid salaries through tax-
payers’ money while sitting
in homes. He said that time
would be required to clear
the mess created by the
PTI’s incompetent rulers in
Khyber Pakthunkhwa.

Pakistan flays Israeli
raid on Al-Agsa mosque

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan on  Monday
strongly condemned a raid
by the Israeli forces on Al
Agsa Mosque on the third
day of holy month of
Ramadan, expelling the
worshippers and violating
the sanctity of the Mosque
— one of the holiest sites of
Muslims.

Pakistan called upon the
international community to
take urgent action to put an
end to the Israeli transgres-
sions that have been partic-
ularly ascendant since the
beginning of this year,
Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a
press release. The indis-
criminate use of force by
Israeli occupation forces
against defenseless
Palestinians  defied all
humanitarian and human
rights norms and laws.

Such reprehensible
attacks on Al-Agsa Mosque
by Israeli  occupation
forces, during the holy
month of Ramadan, have
become a regular feature in
recent years. By carrying
out the illegal raids, the
spokesperson said, Israel
backed out on its own
recent commitment to
respect the sanctity of

Ramadan, it was added.

“These acts not only
constitute grave violation
of fundamental right to
freedom of religion or
belief of the Palestinian
people but also an affront to
the religious sentiments of
over 1.5 billion Muslims
around the world,” the
spokesperson said Pakistan
reaffirmed its unstinted
support for the Palestinian
people and the Palestinian
cause, and renewed its call
for a viable, independent
and contiguous Palestinian
State, with pre-1967 bor-
ders, and Al-Quds Al-
Sharif as its capital being
the only just, comprehen-
sive and lasting solution of
the Palestinian question, in
accordance with the rele-
vant United Nations and
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) resolu-
tions.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
also strongly condemned
yet another “abhorrent” act
of desecration of the Holy
Quran in Denmark, calling
it the manifestation of
growing  hatred  and
Islamophobia. “The recur-
rence of such wilful and
vile acts is a troubling man-
ifestation of  growing

hatred, racism and phobia
against Muslims and their
faith,” Foreign Office
spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch said in a
statement.

She said the repeated
occurrence of such premed-
itated acts calls into ques-
tion the efficacy of legal
framework behind which
Islamophobes hide and
incite hatred with impunity.
She said the exercise of the
right to freedom of expres-
sion could not be used as a
smokescreen to deliberate-
ly denigrate the Holy
Scriptures or personalities
of any religion.

The spokesperson
called on all states to
develop legal deterrence
with a view to preventing
and prosecuting such acts,
in line with the responsi-
bilities and duties
enshrined in international
human rights law. “We
also call upon the interna-
tional  human  rights
machinery to speak out
against such intentional
actions that constitute
incitement to hate, dis-
crimination and violence
against Muslims solely
because of their faith,” the
spokesperson remarked.

PTI to launch report on
HRs violations against party

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) is all set to launch a
report today (Tuesday)
which summarises all the
human rights violations
against PTI from May 25
till now”. While talking to a
country leading
Newspaper, PTI central
leader Fawad Chaudhry
said the party is launching a
report on Tuesday (today)
which summarises “all the
human rights violations
against PTI from May 25
till now”.

He alleged that the gov-
ernment in Pakistan is
involved in crimes and cus-
todial torture for political
reasons”. When pressed on
the allegations of a political
witch-hunt led by PTI when
Mr Khan was in power, Mr
Chaudhry said: “This is a
false parallel, it’s rubbish.
There is a difference
between what happened
then and now.

As members of the
embattled Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf face a slew
of cases, late-night arrests
and even alleged enforced
disappearances, representa-
tives of the party in the
United Kingdom and
Europe have sprung into
action by staging protests,
writing to MPs and speak-
ing with human rights
organisations to inform

them about the crackdown
against the party at the
hands of the PDM govern-
ment. PTI’s focal person
for UK and Europe
Sahibzada ‘Chico’ Jahangir
said the party doesn’t want
anything from the interna-
tional community, but it is
certainly calling upon the
Pakistan government to
hold free and fair elections.

“The European countries
specially are very pro-
democracy and pro-human
rights,” the source said,
adding that though “it is
obvious no intervention is
expected, they are keen to
know our point of view
regarding what’s going on”.
Separately, PTI member
and former  National
Assembly speaker Asad
Qaiser approached the
Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU), a global organisation
of national parliaments,
about the “political victimi-
sation, assassination
attempts and attacks on
PTI”.

Mr Qaiser wrote a letter
to the IPU, which has 179
members, in which he crit-
icised the PDM govern-
ment as being “fascist”
and accused it of “illegal
policies and severe viola-
tions” of human rights. Mr
Qaiser hoped the forum
would take notice of the
situation and play its role

in protecting the people of
Pakistan. In the last week,
large PTI protests have
been held in London out-
side Parliament House and
10 Downing Street, as well
as a sizeable demonstra-
tion in Brussels outside
the European Parliament.
At each of these protests,
chants in favour of Imran
Khan and against PML-N
leader Nawaz Sharif were
heard.

Police fail
to arrest
Gandapur

D I KHAN (PPI): Police
on Monday raided the
house of Ali Amin
Gandapur in Dera Ismail
Khan but failed to arrest
him as the PTI leader was
out of the city.

The police are conduct-
ing raids for the arrest of
Gandapur. They reached
his house today but the PTI
leader was not at home as
he was reported to have
gone out of city. Last
night, police raided
Gandapur’s residence in
the vicinity of Cantt police
station but the former min-
ister fled using the rear
door of his house before
the arrival of the law per-
sonnel.

Anti-state
propaganda:
PTI’s worker

sent to jail

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Judicial
Magistrate Peshawar
Muhammad Shoaib has
sent social media activist
onl4 days judicial remand
to jail for evoking propa-
ganda against state’s insti-
tutions, on Monday.

According to prosecu-
tion, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) worker Azhar
Ali has evoked propaganda
against state while a First
Information Report was
filed in this regard at
Khazana police station.

Police has arrested PTI
worker Azhar Ali last day
from the premises of
Khazana station while
Judicial Magistrate
Peshawar has sent the
social media activist to jail
on 14 days judicial remand
after conclusion of argu-
ments.

Meanwhile, Additional
District and Session Judge
Bakht Alam has granted
interim bail to PTI’s social
media  activist  Ikram
Khatana and adjourned fur-
ther hearing till 4th April
while ordered police to
submit record in this
regard.

The complainant has
registered case by stating
that Ikram Khatana running
propaganda against Army
‘s officers as well as evok-
ing disparaging narrative
against state’s institutions
to sharpen the bridge. The
derogatory propaganda has
hurt sentiments of thou-
sands of Pakistanis includ-
ing complainant.

Following conclusion of
initial arguments stopped
police from arresting PTI
worker Tkram Khatana and
ordered to produced record
before court while
adjourned further hearing
till 4th April 2023.

PEMRA bans
coverage of
rallies in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory
Authority (PEMRA) on
Monday banned live and
recorded coverage of ral-
lies, and public gatherings
in Islamabad ahead of for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan’s court appearance
in the federal capital.

According to details,
PEMRA has issued a noti-
fication, stating that the
ban has been extended to
cover public meetings and
rallies in the Islamabad
area for March 27? The
notification said that the
license of satellite TV
channels would  be
revoked for violating the
instructions.

The Pakistan
Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority fur-
ther said the live broad-
cast of violent mobs and
attacks on law enforce-
ment agencies, spread
chaos and panic. Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman and former
prime minister Imran
Khan departed for
Islamabad to appear
before an Islamabad court
today to seek interim bail
in five cases related to
vandalism in the judicial
complex.

The decision was
made during a meeting
presided over by Imran
Khan himself, where he
discussed the matter with
party leadership and
legal team.
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