Sh Rasheed’s plea okayed

ISLAMABAD (INP): A district and ses-
sions court on Saturday granted exemp-
tion from appearance to AML chief
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed till March 18 in
a case registered against him for interfer-

ence in state affairs in Murree. Additional
Sessions Judge Irfan Naseem announced
the decision while hearing a petition filed
by the prosecution seeking cancellation

of bail of the former interior minister in

the case.
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PPP seeks applications

People’s Party-Parliamentarians (PPP-
P) has sought applications from poten-
tial candidates for the award of tickets

Central Punjab Acting Chairman Rana
Farooq Saeed has sought applications
from aspirants of party tickets and
instructed them to submit their requests
in the name of the party president along
with a bank draft of Rs30,000.
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China approves
$1.3b loan rollover
for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Pakistan
received $500 million from Chinese
bank, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
announced late Friday, as part of the
$1.3 billion facility approved by the
Industrial and Commercial Bank of

China (ICBC).

The cash-strapped country has
faced growing economic challenges,
with high inflation, sliding forex
reserves, a widening current account
deficit and a depreciating currency.
"Formalities completed [and] Chinese
Bank, ICBC approved rollover of $1.3
billion facility which has been repaid
by Pakistan to ICBC in recent
months," the finance czar announced

on Twitter.

He said that the facility would be
disbursed in three instalments, first

Highlighting

one of $500 million has been received
by the State Bank of Pakistan. "It will
increase forex reserves!" Dar added.
Hours before his announcement, the
finance minister revealed that China
has renewed a facility under which
Pakistan expected an additional inflow
of $500 million in the "next few days".

Democratic Movement (PDM)-led
government's economic achievements,
Dar said that the foreign exchange
reserves held by the SBP climbed to
$3.8 billion from $2.8 billion —
recorded last month. He maintained
that the government returned $6.5 bil-
lion of foreign debt during the current
fiscal year. Pakistan has made pay-
ments of around $5.5 billion (exclud-
ing the $1 billion sukuk payment).

the Pakistan

days."

These include $2 billion to China
Development Bank and ICBC and
$3.5 billion have been given to banks
in other countries," he said.

"Debt is usually rolled over but the
debt stock does not reduce. We are
reducing debt
"Formalities with ICBC were com-
pleted last night. We returned $1.3 bil-
lion to it and this facility has been
renewed and we will receive the
amount back in three tranches." "We
paid back $1.3 billion in three tranch-
es — $500 million, $500 million and
$300 million. We will receive it back
the same way. Pakistan will get $500
million in two-three days. We might
receive it on Monday. Then we will
get an additional $500 million in 10

stock," he said.

Lt Gen
(retd) Nazir
named NAB

chairman
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government has appointed
Lieutenant General (retd)
Nazir Ahmad as the
National ~ Accountability
Bureau's (NAB) chairman
for a three-year term.

In a notification, the
Ministry of Law and Justice
said that the appointment
had been made by the fed-
eral government after a
consensus between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Leader of the
Opposition in the National
Assembly Raja Riaz. The
post of NAB chairman
became vacant on February
15 after the acceptance of
the resignation tendered by
Aftab Sultan, the notifica-
tion said.

After “detailed delibera-
tions”, both sides agreed on
the appointment of Lt Gen
(retd) Ahmad. The NAB
chairman, according to the
law ministry, shall hold
office for a “non-extend-
able term of three years”
and will not be eligible for
subsequent appointment. It
is also not possible to
remove the chairman from
office except on the
grounds and in the manner
as provided in Article 209
of the Constitution, the
notification added.

Protest
sit-in ends in
Khyber

F.P. Report

KHYBER: After assurance
of the officials of Tribal elec-
tric ~ Supply  Company
(TESCO) to supply six hour
power supply to the tribes-
men, three days long protest
sit-in ended here on Saturday.

It is worth mentioning
here that the locals of Khyber
rushed to the roads in protest
when the TESCO directed
the local grid stations to pro-
vide only two hours electrici-
ty in day and night to the trib-
al due to energy crises in the
country. The protestors’ lead-
ers informed that a successful
meeting of the tribesmen rep-
resentatives and the TESCO
officials, conducted on
Saturday noon, the lator
agreed to provide six hours
power supply to the residents
of Khyber.

Pakistan values 1ts mutually
beneficial ties with US: PM

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday said that
Pakistan valued its mutual-
ly beneficial ties with the
United States and was
determined to  further
enhance its trade and
investment in multi-dimen-
sional fields of IT, agricul-
ture and industry.

The prime minister was
talking to  Pakistan’s
Ambassador to the US
Sardar Masood Khan who
called on him, PM Office
Press Wing said in a press
release. The prime minister
directed the envoy to iden-
tify further avenues of col-
laboration to promote Pak-
US trade and investment.

He further directed
Pakistan’s Mission in

Washington and the
authorities in Pakistan to
extend full cooperation to
the American investors.
The prime minister under-
scored that the govern-
ment was working on pri-
ority basis to further ease

trade and investment-
related rules and regula-
tions. The ambassador

briefed the prime minister
about the performance of
Pakistan’s mission in the
US.

PM to leave for Qatar
today: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will partici-
pate in the United Nations
Conference on the Least

Developed Countries
(LDCs), being held in
Doha, Qatar. The

Conference, which starts on
Sunday and will continue
till Thursday next, will con-

sider steps for accelerating
sustainable development in
the Least Developed
Countries, helping them
make progress on the road
to prosperity.

The Prime Minister will
hold bilateral meetings and
interactions with participat-
ing leaders and Heads of
Delegation on the sidelines
of the Conference. Pakistan
has been playing a leading
role at UN platforms to
amplify the collective voice
of the Global South to pro-
mote sustainable develop-
ment worldwide. The
Prime Minister's participa-
tion in the Conference will
signify Pakistan's support
and solidarity with the
Least Developed Countries,
in their quest for social
progress and economic
prosperity.

LHC urged to lift
ban on Aurat March

LAHORE (Agencies):
Expressing commitment to
support gender equality in
Pakistan on  Saturday,
recently elected female
Secretary Lahore High
Court Bar Association
(LHCBA) Sabhat Rizvi
sought Lahore High Court
directives in lifting the ban
on the upcoming Aurat
March.

Earlier during the course

of day, Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Lahore, Rafia Haider

refused to grant permission
to organise upcoming Aurat
March in the provincial
capital under the security
reasons, alleged public
‘reservation’ and fear of a
clash with the right-wing
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) who
have ‘announced a program
against the Aurat March’.

The Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) has strongly con-
demned the Lahore district
administration’s decision.
Whereas Amnesty
International South Asia
also condemned the deci-
sion terming rejection of
the permission is an
“unlawful and unnecessary
restriction”.

The Aurat March is an
annual event held in
Pakistan on International
Women’s Day, March 8§, to

raise awareness about
issues affecting women and
to demand gender equality,
however, the Aurat March
has been surrounded by
controversy since its incep-
tion in 2018.

This March has been
criticized by some conser-
vative segments of society
who view it as being
against Pakistani culture
and values. Some have also
taken issue with the slogans
and placards carried by the
marchers, which they view
as being vulgar and offen-
sive.

The decision to ban the
Aurat March in Lahore has
sparked controversy and
debate, with many arguing
that it is an attempt to sup-
press women’s voices and
prevent them from exercis-
ing their constitutional
rights. Secretary LHCBA
termed the ban on a peace-
ful march as a violation of
the Constitution saying the
principal law of the country
guarantees the right to free-
dom of expression and
assembly. She emphasized
the importance of protect-
ing women’s rights and cre-
ating a safe space for them
to speak up about their
experiences and demands.

The petitioner prayed the
court to issue directives to
the DC to lift the ban in the

matter till final adjudication
of the petition in hand.
Meanwhile, JI Amir Siraj-
ul-Haq announced that his
party would organize pro-
grams throughout the coun-
try on March 8. He said that
the biggest event in this
regard will be held in
Islamabad.

ECP may issue
schedule for

polls next week

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
ECP has started its prepara-
tions for holding elections in
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa following the
SC orders.

According to media
reports, the election watch-
dog is likely to announce
schedule for Punjab and KP
general elections next week.
The ECP has decided not to
acquire workforce from the
judiciary for performing
duties of District Returning
Officers (DROs) and
Returning Officers (ROs),
they say. Moreover, the
electoral watchdog would
also send letters to the
Ministry of Interior and
Ministry of Finance for
security and funds for the
general elections in the
province.

Sharif.
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LAHORE: Pakistan Ambassador to US Sardar Masood Khan called on Prime Minister Shehbaz

Imran wants
‘NRO’ to
save his skin:

Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (APP): Mi-
nister for Information and
Broadcasting  Marriyum
Aurangzeb on Saturday
said PTI Chairman Imran
Khan wanted an NRO like
a concession to "save his
skin in corruption cases".

“The [alleged]foreign
agent and a thief who has
stolen a wristwatch from
Toshakhana [referring to
Imran] does not want to
compromise[as the PTI
chief claims] but rather is
seeking an NRO,” the min-
ister said in a news state-
ment. She said that nobody
would sit with Imran Khan
for the talks whether he
"screams, whines or
bemoans".

"The PTI chief wanted
to evade accountability in
corruption cases of Al-
Qadir Trust and others,"
she accused. Marriyum
asked Imran Khan why he
wanted to meet Chief of
Army Staff General Syed
Asim Munir. She further
quipped that Imran was
ready to comprise with
those whom he accuses of
ousting him from power.
She further emphatically
highlighted the paradox
that now Imran was look-
ing for rapprochement with
those who he had slandered
for imposing “imported
government and the facili-
tating an attack on him".

Imran’s every
political trick
Jails: Asif

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for  Defense
Khawaja Muhammad Asif
on Saturday said that dur-
ing the last year, all politi-
cal tricks of Imran Khan
have failed miserably.

Talking to Pakistan
Television News, the
defense minister said that
Imran Khan's "Jail Bharo
Tehreek" was a hollow
slogan that failed shame-
lessly. Khawaja Asif fur-
ther said that PTI chief
was so scared that he
gathered the workers out-
side the house for his pro-
tection in order to avoid
being arrested.

TAEA head visits
Iran for nuke talks

TEHRAN (Agencies): The
head of the global nuclear
watchdog is holding talks
in Tehran in an effort to
reach an understanding
with Iran on nuclear safe-
guard issues that could also
affect the country’s 2015
nuclear deal, which col-

lapsed in 2018.

Rafael Grossi, the direc-
tor general of the
International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA),
landed in the Iranian capital
on Friday evening and met
with Mohammad Eslami,
the head of the Atomic
Energy Organization of
Iran (AEOI). The two con-
tinued their talks on
Saturday and also held a
joint press conference.
Grossi then met with for-

eign minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian, before
meeting  with  Iranian

President Ebrahim Raisi.
Raisi “presented coopera-
tion as a two-sided affair
which can continue based
on maintaining the inde-
pendence of the agency and
realising the rights of the
Iranian people,” the presi-
dent’s deputy for political
affairs, Mohammad
Jamshidi, said. Grossi is
expected to hold another
press conference when he
returns to Vienna later on
Saturday.

The trip, the first in

months, comes days ahead
of the TAEA’s next Board of
Governors meeting on
Monday, where there is a
chance the United States
and its European allies
could pursue another reso-
lution to censure Iran.
Amid reports that it has
opposed a European push
for another resolution,
Washington has said it will
wait for the results of
Grossi’s trips to decide its
next move.

Eslami told reporters on
Saturday that Tehran will
announce a response if the
Western parties to the
nuclear deal decide to move
ahead with what would be
their third resolution in the
past year. Iran boosted its
nuclear enrichment efforts
and curbed IAEA monitor-
ing in response to the previ-
ous two resolutions. The
agency confirmed last week
that traces of uranium
enriched to the near-
weapons grade level of 84
percent have been found in
Iran and that it will need to
discuss this further with
Tehran.

Iranian officials have
said the fact that “particles”
of higher-enriched materi-
als have been found does
not mean it is actively
enriching  beyond its
declared 60 percent level,
something Eslami reiterat-

ed on Saturday. “We are
committed to our safe-
guards agreement with the
agency and we won’t allow
any elements or actions to
undermine this coopera-
tion, so our work will con-
tinue and we won’t allow
any non-compliance to
cause a lack of trust,”
Eslami said during the
press conference.

Grossi said work on sev-
eral issues, including unex-
plained materials found
several years ago in three
Iranian sites, is continuing
and results can only be con-
firmed at the end of the
talks. “What we do here
and the agreement we are
trying to reach could help
with restoring the JCPOA,”
he said, referencing the
official name of the nuclear
accord, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

The nuclear deal was
signed in 2015, but
Washington unilaterally
withdrew from it in 2018
and imposed harsh sanc-
tions on Iran, which gradu-
ally abandoned its limits,
including a 3.67 percent
cap on enrichment. Efforts
to restore or renegotiate the
deal have stalled in the past
year. Tehran maintains that
its nuclear programme is
strictly peaceful and it does
not seek a nuclear weapon.

Governor receives ECP’s
letter for polls date in KP

E.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Gove-
rnor house has received the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP’s) letter for
the election date in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

As per details, Governor
KP Haji Ghulam Ali has
verified that he received the
letter at 8 pm and he can not
open the letter as it is sent in
the secretary’s name. The
secretary is on leave, once
he comes back on Monday
then he will open the letter,
he added.

He said that after reading

Civilians flee Ukraine’s Bakhmut as battle rages for city

KYIV (Agencies): Pressure
is mounting on Ukrainian
troops and civilians hunker-
ing down in Bakhmut, as
Kyiv’s forces try to help
residents flee the belea-
guered eastern city. A
woman was killed and two
men were badly wounded
by shelling while trying to
cross a makeshift bridge
out of Bakhmut on
Saturday, according to
Ukrainian troops who were
assisting them.

A Ukrainian army repre-
sentative who asked not to
be named for operational
reasons told The Associated
Press news agency that it
was now too dangerous for
civilians to leave the city by
vehicle, and that people had
to flee on foot instead. For
months, Bakhmut has been

a key target of Moscow’s
grinding eastern offensive,
with  Russian  troops,
including large forces from
the private Wagner group,
inching ever closer to
Kyiv’s key eastern strong-
hold.

Journalists from the AP
near Bakhmut on Saturday
reported seeing a pontoon
bridge set up by Ukrainian
soldiers to help the city’s
few remaining residents
reach the nearby village of
Khromove. Later, they saw
at least five houses on fire
as a result of attacks in
Khromove. Ukrainian units
during the past 36 hours
destroyed two key bridges
just outside Bakhmut,
including one linking it to
the nearby town of Chasiv
Yar along the last remain-

ing Ukrainian resupply
route, according to UK mil-
itary intelligence officials
and other Western analysts.
The UK defence min-
istry said in the latest of its
regular Twitter updates that
the destruction of the
bridges came as Russian
fighters made further
inroads into Bakhmut’s
northern suburbs, ratchet-
ing up the pressure on its
Ukrainian defenders. The
Institute for the Study of
War (ISW), a Washington,
DC-based think tank,
assessed late on Friday that
Kyiv’s actions may point to
a looming Ukrainian pull-
out from parts of the city.
It said Ukrainian troops
may ‘“conduct a limited and
controlled withdrawal from
particularly difficult sec-

tions of eastern Bakhmut,”
while seeking to inhibit
Russian movement there
and limit exit routes to the
west. Wagner chief
Yevgeny Prigozhin said
Friday his fighters had
“practically encircled”
Bakhmut. In the latest
video, Prigozhin directly
called on Zelenskyy to
abandon the town.
Capturing Bakhmut
would not only give
Russian fighters a rare bat-
tlefield gain after months
of setbacks, but it could
rupture Ukraine’s supply
lines and allow the
Kremlin’s forces to press
towards other Ukrainian
strongholds in the eastern
Donetsk region. As the
fighting raged on, civilians
remaining in the area

spoke about their daily
struggles amid the near-
constant enemy fire.
Bakhmut resident
Hennadiy Mazepa and his
wife Natalia Ishkova both
chose to remain in
Bakhmut, even as fierce
battles reduced much of
the «city to rubble.
Speaking to the AP on
Saturday, Ishkova said that
they suffered from a lack
of food and basic utilities.

“Humanitarian [aid] is
given to us only once a
month. There is no electric-
ity, no water, no gas,” she
said. “I pray to God that all
who remain here will sur-
vive.” Elsewhere,
Ukraine’s emergency serv-
ices reported that the death
toll from a Russian missile
attack on Thursday that hit

a five-storey apartment
block in southern Ukraine
has risen to 10.

The Main Directorate of
Ukraine’s State Emergency
Service said in an online
statement that rescuers had
pulled three more bodies
from the wreckage
overnight, some 36 hours
after a Russian missile tore
through four floors of the
building in the riverside
city of Zaporizhzhia. It said
that a child was among
those killed, and that the
rescue effort was continu-
ing. Russian shelling on
Saturday also killed two
residents of front-line com-
munities in the surrounding
Zaporizhia region, the local
military ~ administration
reported in a Telegram
post.

the letter, the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) will be consulted
regarding the election date
and whatever date is avail-
able the commission will
hold elections on that date
in light of the SC verdict.
Furthermore, the governor
KP maintained that arrange-
ment for elections is ECP’s
responsibility, and they will
announce the possible date.
He added that it would have
sent a positive message if
the president had invited me

for consultation on the same
date for KP elections.

The ECP had written a
letter to Governor KP Haji
Ghulam Ali, stating that he
must consult with the ECP
and announce a date for
election in KP. Earlier,
President Arif Alvi
announced April 30 as the
date for elections in Punjab.
The announcement from
President Alvi came after
the ECP proposed dates for
the election in the province
in light of the SC verdict.
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March 10 sit-in will be decisive
against rigging: Hafiz Naecem

KARACHI (NNI):
Jamaat-e-Islami 1)
Karachi Ameer Engr Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman has said
that the Pakistan People
Party government in Sindh
has made a new low in the
country's political history
by demonstrating naked

fascism and mocking the
electoral process as well as
mandate of Karachiites.
The JI leader expressed
these views at Idara Noor-
e-Haq, the JI Karachi
headquarters, here on
Saturday, while comment-
ing over the corrupt prac-

SOUVENIR TOBACCO COMPANY LIMITED
With Effect from 04 March, 2023 the Maximum Retail Prices of
‘ our Following Brands are as under:
1‘ BRANDS Pack Size| Retail Price| Sales Tax |Total Price
20 HL (Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.)
| [MELBURN KSF 20HL | 15000 | 27.00 | 177.00
‘ ALLWIN CLASSIC KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
MELBURN GOLD KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
BADSHAH KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
' | MERA SULTAN KSF 20HL | 150.00 27.00 177.00
M SINDBAD KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
BONUS KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
DECENT ROYAL KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
MELBURN PLUS KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
MELODY KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
MELBURN GALAXY KSF| 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00
LORD ONE KSF 20 HL 150.00 27.00 177.00

tice, adopted by the
returning officer and dis-
trict returning officer in
connection  with  the
recounting of  ballot
papers in Union Council 4
of Gulshan-e-Hadeed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said that the DRO
and the RO expressed
more loyalty to the PPP on
the cost of showing dis-
loyalty to the state and
their oath as recounting
was carried out despite the
fact that seals of
envelopes were found bro-
ken and the ballot bags
were found already torn.

In addition, he main-
tained, the officers failed
to provide the data of
remaining ballot papers.
The UC won by the JI by
165 votes was presented
to the PPP with a fake
margin of 53 votes as only
those votes were rejected
which had been casted in
the favor of the JI.

He said that the JI has

been issuing heads-ups to
the Election Commission
of Pakistan about the post-
poll rigging in the name of
recounting but unfortu-
nately the commission
failed to take notice of the
corrupt practice.

On the occasion, he
said that the JI is going to
stage a decisive sit-in
protest against the post-
poll rigging and the
ambush on the mandate of
Karachiites.

JI leader Muhammad
Islam also discussed the
details of what happened

during  the  so-called
recounting process. He held
SHO  Khalid  Abbasi

responsible for facilitating
the rigging and corrupt
practice.

He demanded of the ECP
to take notice of the situa-
tion and decide the matter
on the basis of form 11 and
12 that provide bases for an
undisputed solution for the
controversy.
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SITUATION VACANT NOTICE NO. 04/2023

PAKISTAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY (PCAA))

OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME A PART OF PCAA'S PROFESSIONAL TEAM

Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority requires services of local Chitral residents to fill the following vacant posts on contract basis at
where selection will be made purely on suitability and merit: -

No. of - e Contract S
Post Seat (s) Prescribed Criteria Quota & Pay Porlod Age Limit
*  Minimum Matriculation Merit
= Local Chitral resident Maximum 35
General (Domicile holder) Lump Sum Monthly | Three (Ug);’lears years
?gg'g‘:? Orie (01) = Preference shall be Pay of Rs. _36-5820" {estendqui) (Including all age
given to candidates (Gross) with 05% relaxations)
having prior experience. annual increment
. MinimumA Matricglaticn Merit Maximum 35
. Lgcal lC_p:t;al[;es:dent Three (03) Years years
Electrician oo Lump Sum Monthly (extendable) (Including all age
One (01) = Electrician Course from .
(SG-01) : Pay of Rs. 36,582/- relaxations)
Reputable Institute ; 5
(Gross) with 05%
= Preference shall be :
. ; annual increment
given to candidates
having prior experience
(a) All applicants are required to read the detailed terms of reference available on CAA Website.
(b) Interested candidates are required to fill & submit online Job Application Form available at www.caapakistan.com.pk within fifteen (15)
days from the date of this advertisement.
(c) Candidates will be required to upload scanned copies of domicile, matriculation and CNIC while applying for the job.
(d) In case a candidate does not upload the above documents with the online application form, his/her applicatio, e rejected.

(e) All the interested candidates must read the Terms of Reference (TOR) mentioned in this advertisement before applying for the post.

ADDITIONAL DIRECTOR HUMAN RESOURCE

HEADQUARTERS PAKISTAN CIVIL AVIAITION AUTHORITY,
TERMINAL-I, JINNAH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, KARACHI

TEL: 021-99072068 - 67

\\PID(K)# 2558/22

www.caapakistan.com.pk
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Shaukat Khanum

Memorial Cancer Hospital

and Research Centre

A JCI Enterprise Accredited Organisation

Career Opportunities in SKMCH&RC, Peshawar

following positions:

Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre (SKMCH&RC) is a specialist tertiary care
cancer centre built and funded by charitable donations with a mission to provide the best possible cancer
care to all patients. SKMCH&RC has a team of UK and US-trained physicians who provide state-of-the-art
diagnostic, treatment and support services to patients. SKMCH&RC is pleased to invite applications for the

Medical Consultants:

* Consultant Clinical & R

* Consultant Pathologist

» Consultant Anaesthestist

adiation Oncologist

* Consultant Clinical Haematologist
» Consultant Physician Internal Medicine & Gastroenterology
« Consultant Nuclear Medicine

* Consultant Medical Oncologist

* Consultant Paediatric Oncologist

« Locum Consultant Internal Medicine

Senior Instructors:
« Senior Instructor Clinical and Radiation

Oncology

« Senior Instructor Medical Oncology

« Senior Instructor Anaesthesia

* Senior Instructor Breast Surgery

* Senior Instructor Head and Neck Surgery
* Senior Instructor Paediatric Oncology
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MUZAFFARGARH: Federal Minister PA&SS and chairperson BISP, Ms. Shazia Marri talking to
the media after inauguration of Dynamic Registry at BISP Tehsil office, Khangarh.

Marri inaugurates Benazir
Dynamic Registry Center

F.P. Report

Ms. Marri, later on, also attended
the Workers Convention in
Khangarh. While talking to media
she lamented the previous govern-
ment for the current economical
fiasco. She said that the previous
government had inked the deal with
IMF therefore, the incumbent gov-
ernment had no other choice but to
take drastic measure in order to save
the country from default.

Later on, she also chaired the
workers convention of Pakistan
People's Party at Khangarh. She
reminisced that PPP last government
had provided economic assistance to
thousands of families by providing
income support.

have been set up in Muzaffargarh dis-
trict while currently, more than 3 lakh
21 thousand families in Muzaffargarh
district are being given scholarships
under the Benazir Income Support
Program,” she stated. The political
opponents criticized BISP program;
however, United Nations and other
reputed international organizations
have appreciated it, she added.

The Federal Minister also talked
to the beneficiaries who urged the
minister to increase the number of
counters. Upon receiving the
request, she immediately directed
the D.G Punjab and Zonal Director
BISP to increase the number of cen-
ters for beneficiaries' relief.

MULTAN: Federal Minister for
Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety
Shazia Marri Saturday said that the
government has allocated an amount
of more than 78 billion for the next
installment of the Benazir Kafalat
program while the annual budget for
the program is 252 billion rupees.
Addressing the inauguration cere-
mony of Benazir Dynamic Registry
Center under the Benazir Income
Support Program in Khangarh, she
informed that so far 8 lakh 72 thou-
sand surveys have been completed in
Benazir Dynamic Registry Centers.
Six Dynamic Registry Centers

o»". SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION Essarani
X OF PAKISTAN (SECP) for security
izl CAREER OPPORTUNITY arrangements

F.P. Report
SECP, the apex regulator of capital market and corporate sector of Pakistan requires

the services of qualified, result oriented, energetic and enthusiastic professional KARACHI:  Provincial
having impeccable integrity and exceptional analytical skills for its Prosecution and Minorites  Affairs
Minister Giyanchand

Legal Affairs Division the following position on regular basis:

Additional Joint Director (01)

Essarani has written a
letter to Sindh IG Ghulam
Nabi Memon for ensuring

Qualification | LL.B. or LL.M. from a reputed HEC recognized University and special security arrange-
must be enrolled as an advocate of the High Court. ments on eve of Holi.
Preference will be given to candidates who have completed Sai}lzﬁatp:}?e\lllfllgrllglll Iggrrrlllrsrﬁl—r
Bar at Law course after LL.B. or has obtained LL.M. degree. nity is celebrating the festival
Experience | Applicants must have at least O7 years’ experience as advocate High of %(;)léginall\/larch 6 gggul'i ty
Criteria Court, preferably in province of Sindh and proven experience in arrangements should be
independently handling corporate & criminal prosecution (white made at the places of wor-
collar crime) and advisory. ship of the Hindu commu-
NOTE: Detail of reported & decided cases (25 minimum), record of nity across Sindh o that
. : & A the Hindu community can
trial & High Count cases as an Independent Council or Public celebrate its festival of
Prosecutor and related colors with traditional
post (s) held should be clearly provided in the proforma given in enthusiasm without any
TORs. fear,' he added.
Age Maximum age should not exceed 45 years on the last date of .
submission of application. ShUJaat Says
Location Karachi StrOng SyStCm
required to
The complete job description and TORs can be viewed at https:/www.secp.gov.pk q .
and applicants meeting the job requirements may apply online by clicking on C()mbat Soaﬂng
https://recruitment.secp.gov.pk within 15 days of publication of this advertisement. . .
inflation

We are an equal opportunity employer.
9 i WEIRERE LAHORE (NNI): Pakistan

Muslim League-Quaid
President Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain said on
Saturday that there were
multiple reasons of infla-
tion including the lack of
strict action against the
profiteers and hoarders.

Talking to journalists, he
said inflation can be con-
trolled by taking steps such
as developing strong,
robust institutions that
focuses on the accountabil-
ity of all. Strong system
would ensure the writ of
state established.

PML-Q’s president said
authorities should be given

Selected candidate will be based in Karachi & can be transferred to any other city in
Pakistan at the discretion of the Competent Authority from time to time.

In case of any queries, please feel free to contact us.

051-919444 PID(I) 5438/22
(=Y KHUSHAL KHAN KHATTAK
UNIVERSITY, KARAK

PROJECT STAFF REQUIRED

The Khushal Khan Khattak University, Karak (KKKUK) invites applications from professionals, dynamic and career
oriented Pakistani citizens for the following Project Posts under the PSDP project “Construction of Main Campus of

* Consultant Physician Critical Care & Pulmonary Medicine
* Consultant Physician Internal Medicine & Infectious Diseases
* Consultant Physician Internal Medicine & Nephrology

* Consultant Physician Internal Medicine & Pulmonology

» Consultant Radiologist

* Locum Consultant Pathologist

* Locum Consultant Radiologist

* Consultant Breast Surgeon

* Consultant Upper Gl Surgeon

* Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon

* Consultant Head and Neck Surgeon

» Consultant Urologist

* Locum Consultant Urologist

« Locum Consultant Anaesthetist

* Senior Instructor Radiology
« Senior Instructor Clinical Haematology

CPSP approved Fellowships:
» Fellow in Medical Oncology

Hospital Fellowships:
« Fellow in Hepato-Pancreatico-Biliary

MANAGEMENT, ADMINISTRATION &
TECHNICAL:

* Deputy/Assistant Manager - Radiology
 Clinical Nurse Manager

* Team Leader Nursing

« Jr. Medical Imaging Technologist

* Jr. Nuclear Medicine Technologist

Note: All Senior Instructor positions for Karachi & Peshawar involve working at Lahore for two years, followed
by two years of training overseas. All applicants for Senior Instructor positions need to have passed IELTS test,
or an acceptable alternative, at the appropriate level. For further details regarding the position and eligibility
criteria, please visit our website on www.shaukatkhanum.org.pk
TO APPLY: Only online applications will be entertained. Please share your CV at the email address given below
and do mention the position applied for in the subject line. We regret that only shortlisted candidates will be
notified.

COVID-19 vaccination is mandatory for the candidates to appear in written test and interviews.

Human Resources Department
Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre
5-B, Sector A-2, Office Enclave, Phase V,

Hayatabad, Peshawar, Pakistan.
Tel: +92 91 5885000 Ext. 3537, 3538

Email: careers.peshawar@shaukatkhanum.org.pk

Khushal Khan Khattak University, Karak’:

Bank of Khyber, KKKUK Branch, Karak.

o

the closing date of applications, as the case may be.
. Incomplete applications or received after closing date will not be entertained.
e. Separateapplication form mustbe submitted for each post.

oo

g
h. CGPAlessthan 3.00/4.00 will not be considered as first division.
i

J

Boards will be acceptable.

k. Only shortlisted candidates will be called for interview.

. Legal action will be taken if any documents is found fake.

m. No TA/DAwill be paid for interview.
n. Errors/Omissions (if any) by the University are liable to rectification.

a. The desirous candidates should apply on the prescribed application form available at the University website
www.kkkuk.edu.pk, with bank receipt or Demand Draft of Rs. 1500/- in favor of the Treasurer, Khushal Khan Khattak
University, Karak on a/c of non-refundable application processing fee in University Bank Account No. 2007573537,

. Applications along with attested copies of all degrees, diplomas, medals/distinction certificates and year-wise Detailed
Marks Certificates and 02 recent Passport Size Photographs should reach the office of undersigned till 24-03-2023,
c. The candidate(s) having a Foreign Degree/Certificate shall provide an Equivalency Certificate from HEC/IBCC before

. Candidates should be well versed in PEC, PPRA, KPPPRA, Planning Commission, Finance, Project Managementand
other Govt. Rules/Procedure prescribed for the implementation of development projects.
. Proficiencyinusage of computer desktop applications and office software packages shall be mandatory.

i Landline Telephone, Mobile No. Postal and E-mail Address must be written in Application Form.
j. Degrees/Diplomas/Certificates issued by the HEC recognized Universities/Institutions and Government recognized

Registrar

Khushal Khan Khattak University,

Karak. Tel: 0927-291027

S.No. | Name of Post Criteria Salary Package to mumclpal corporations
o Atleast 2 Class Degree in Business Administration/Civil and committees along with
Engineering (16 Year Education) from HEC recognized the local administration so
Project University/DAI (Valid PEC registration for Engineers). As per Project Pay that the rate of market
" Coordinator o With at least 12-year post-qualification relevant experience in Scales of ' inspection improved. .He
PPS.9 a University/Govermment Department/ recognized Development Projects added the cooperation
autonomous/ semi-autonomous organization in pay scale funded from PSDP between the market com-
17/equivalent & above including 5-year experience in project mittees and local adminis-
management. tration would reduce infla-
o At least 21 Class Bachelor Degree of Engineering (Civil) from tion as monitoring of mar-
HEC recognized University/DA] (Va!id PEC registratiop). . As per Project Pay kets would be improved.
! ; o With at least 06-year post-qualification relevant experience in a
2 Project Engineer University/Gi t Denartment/ b y Scales of
; PPS.7 niversity/Govemment Department’/ recognized autonomous Development Projects Mlll't aza
semi-autonomous organization in pay scale 17/equivalent & funded from PSDP
above including 4-year experience in (building) project ¢ )
implementation. unhappy
o MBA/M. Com or equivalent degree in 1¢t Division 0 )
from HEC recognized university/DAI with 06-years post- As per Project Pay over letah S
qualification experience of accounts in a University/
8 Recttant Government Department/ recognized autonomous/ semi- S Statement
e autonomous organization in pay scale 17/equivalent & above D?ve(:o%rrf\enl l;rggz;ts o
including 4-year experience in dealing with project including unded from KARACHI (INP): Sindh
civil work component. government spokesperson
INSTRUCTIONS: Murtaza ~ Wahab has

expressed regret over the
statement issued by former
finance minister Miftah
Ismail against the PPP-led
provincial government.

In a statement, the
spokesperson noted that
the former finance minis-
ter claimed the Sindh gov-
ernment does not collect
agricultural and property
taxes from the citizens,
expressing regret over the
statement.

“It is unfortunate that
a person, serving on a
position of finance min-
ister, is unaware of tax-
related matters”,
Murtaza Wahab said.
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Delegations of
journalists, traders
call on Governor

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam
Ali on Saturday said that
journalism is a sacred pro-
fession and journalists
associated with this profes-
sion not only interpret pub-
lic aspirations but also play
their role in changing pub-
lic opinion.

Pakistani journalists liv-
ing abroad have a heavy
responsibility to highlight
the positive image of their
country and nation, he said
this during a meeting with a
20-member delegation of
senior Pakistani journalists
from the UK at Governor
House Peshawar.

The delegation of British
journalists who visited the
Governor House under the
leadership of Tahir
Chaudhry and  Zahid
Khattak included journal-
ists from 92 News, Urdu
Times UK, Dunya News,
Geo News, PTV Global,
Urdu Point, Channel 44 and
others.

In the meeting, there was

a discussion about journal-
istic responsibilities
abroad, fulfilling profes-
sional duties and projecting
the best image of Pakistan.

Governor Haji Ghulam
Ali while welcoming the
press delegation on their
arrival at the Governor’s
House said that Pakistanis
belonging to all fields liv-
ing abroad are our valuable
assets and they are bringing
glory to the country and the
nation in their respective
fields.

He said that Pakistani
journalists working in for-
eign countries, including
the UK, should inform the
world about the positive
activities of the Pakistani
people and government
through their pen and cam-
era so that Pakistan can
have a prestigious place in
the world.

Apart from this, a 10-
member delegation headed
by President of Khanewal
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, Tayyab Sajid,
also met Governor Haji

Ghulam Ali at the
Governor’s House and dis-
cussed the country’s eco-
nomic situation and com-
mercial activities.

Senior Vice President
Sakhi Muhammad along
with Sahibzada Ali Sher,
Syed Jamshed Ahmed,
Waheedullah, Mian
Mohammad Gul, Shafaqat
Mehmood, Mohammad
Asif were included in the
delegation, while former
president Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce Haji
Mohammad Afzal was also
present on the occasion.

In the meeting with the
delegation, Governor Haji
Ghulam Ali said that the
country’s economy is sup-
ported by the business
community, the govern-
ment is trying hard to pro-
vide all facilities to the
business community throu-
ghout the country despite
the current economic crisis,
because it is a fact that eco-
nomic stability is possible
only with the development
of industries.

Manzoor Afridi inspecting working of Excise Squad at Peshawar Motorway.

Chinese peanuts to be a
solution to high o1l prices

PESHAWAR (INP):
Chinese peanuts to be a
solution to high oil prices in
Pakistan, says a report pub-
lished by China Economic
Net (CEN) on Saturday.

“Look! Our seeds are
rich in nutrient elements,”
Dr Babar Ijaz, person in
charge of overseas projects,
Shandong Rainbow
Agricultural Technology
Co., Ltd, showed a plump
peanut seed to the reporter
during an interview with
CEN.

Lately, Rainbow’s high-
oleic-acid peanut cultiva-
tion base project was for-
mally included in the
framework of  China-
Pakistan agricultural coop-
eration by the Ministry of
Agriculture of China.

“As you can see, our
seed registration in
Pakistan Agricultural
Research Council (PARC)
has started. A total of five
high-oleic peanut varieties
for oil extraction, Runhua
series have been trial-plant-
ed in Pakistan, expected to
achieve fruitful results.

Next, our aim is to
increase the area gradually
to 1,500 hectares in coming
years,” Fan Changcheng,
Deputy General Manager
of Rainbow, noted bluntly.

“My country has a long
tradition of peanut planting.
Peanuts like a warm envi-
ronment with sufficient
sunlight, with loose and
breathable sandy loam as
the most suitable soil con-

dition.

Potohar region, Punjab
is the best area for peanut
production here,” Babar
Jjaz added, “Peanut seeds
contain 40-50 percent oil,
and high oleic peanut oil is
rich in unsaturated fatty
acids, which is not only
more storable, but also low-
ers blood lipids.

During our trial, we
always focused on how the
local environment can act
on the quality of seeds on
the whole. The varieties we
selected have the highest
oleic acid content, up to 75-
80 percent, which means
very high nutritional
value.”

“Self-sufficient in
peanut production means
that we can reduce our
import bill of edible oil,”
said Muhammad Jahanzaib,
scientific officer of the Oil
Seed Research Program in
NARC, Pakistan.

Statistics from United
States  Department  of
Agriculture showed that
Pakistan’s peanut planting
area in 2022/23 is about
150,000 hectares, with a
total output of 140,000
metric tons, and an average
yield of about 0.93 metric
tons per hectare.

According to Babar Ijaz,
such a relative lower yield
needs a lot of room to be
improved, ‘“especially we
need to produce more edi-
ble oil and get rid of the sit-
uation that edible oil is
highly = dependent on

imports. If our project area
can be gradually expanded,
it can even improve the
peanut farming ecosystem
in Pakistan as a whole.”

In January, Rainbow
and Beli Technologies, a
well-known Pakistani agri-
cultural enterprise, signed
a large-scale planting
MoU. First lot of peanut
seeds with independent
intellectual property rights
has been exported to
Pakistan. Overall, the seed
germination  rate  of
Rainbow’s peanuts is over
98 percent.

As for future, Fan men-
tioned two major obstacles
that affect the peanut indus-
try in Pakistan: insufficient
planting area and low yield.
After gradually increasing
yield, subsequent by-prod-
uct processing also has a
good prospect.

We are working with
the Chinese Government
to establish the “China-
Pakistan oilseed crops
lab” focusing on the qual-
ity testing of peanut oil,
and will also assist in the
formulation of unified
standards for the peanut
oil in Pakistan. In addition
to edible oil, other food
processing is under con-
sideration.

Except the improvement
of local edible oil structure,
at the same time gradually
upgrade entire peanut
industry, which is a win-
win situation for us and
Pakistan enterprises.”
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KP to use
Al for
highways

monitoring
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Communic-
ations and Works (C&W)
along with Pakhtunkhwa
Highways Authority
(PKHA) to Artificial Intell-
igence (Al) for monitoring
of roads, on Saturday.

In this regard C&W and
PKHA arranged workshop
for technical staff of both
departments to train them
on launching of new tech-
nologies.

Chief Engineer Zulfiqar
Ali, Muhammad Ibrahim
and Associate CEO Engi-
neer Jawad Diyar Khan dis-
tributed certificates and
shields among participants.

Chief Engineer South
Muhammed Arif and Chief
Engineer Mega Projects
Qudrat Ullah along with
Engineer Shakir Habib,
Ijaz Ahmed Khan, Zulfigar
and Engineer Shahzad
Afzal Khan were also pres-
ent during the workshops.

The participants stressed
that using of artificial
Intelligence will be helpful

| for both financial and
- | human resources.

PESHAWAR: KP Caretaker Minister for Excise and Norcotics Contral Hajt:

Fahad: 64
shopkeepers
arrested for

profiteering

PESHAWAR (APP):
District administration
Peshawar during crack-
down against profiteers has
arrested 64 shopkeepers in
Hayatabad on Monday.

On directives of the
Deputy Commissioner
(DC), Shah Fahad, the offi-
cers of district administra-
tion carried out raids in dif-
ferent markets of phase-I,

phase II, phase III and |:

phase IV and arrested 64
shopkeepers for profiteer-
ing, lack of official price-
list, selling under-weight
roti and unhygienic condi-
tions.

Wildlife Day
observed in province

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Wildlife Department on
Saturday organized vari-
ous events to mark
International Wildlife Day
in different districts of the
province. The theme of
Wildlife Day was
‘Partnership for Wildlife
Conservation.” The events
besides the general public
were attended by teachers,
students and faculty mem-
bers of schools, colleges
and universities.

DFO Wildlife
Extension organized a cer-
emony for school students
at Govt Shaheed Hasnain

Shah Higher Secondary
School Peshawar to edu-
cate them about wild fauna
and flora. The students
were informed that the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) on 20
December 2013 at its 68th
session  proclaimed 3
March as a Wildlife Day.
Similarly, a colourful cere-
mony was also held at
Peshawar Zoo wherein the
students built Wildlife
habitats according to the
lifecycle of animals and
the time they spent in the
natural environment.

In DIKhan, the ceremo-
ny was held at St Helen’s

High School where the
DFO Wildlife briefed stu-
dents about the importance
of biodiversity and said
how children could play a
role in the preservation of
wild flora and fauna.

DFO Swat Wildlife
Division Fayaz Ali Khan
also addressed students in
connection with Wildlife
Day and highlighted the
positive impacts of ani-
mals and forest species on
human lives. He said that
the protection of these
species could help address
several problems and cre-
ate job opportunities for
local communities.

Allied Health Sciences Programs:

KMU conducts centralized
test for admissions

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Medical University
(KMU), Peshawar conduct-
ed special centralized tests
here on Saturday for admis-
sions in various BS pro-
grams.

A total of 796 candidates
participated in the said test.
The result of the test will be
declared within 48 hours
which can be seen on the
official website of KMU
(http://cat.kmu.edu.pk).

The test was conducted
in KMU main Campus
Peshawar in which 796 stu-
dents participated. It is
essential to keep in mind
that for admission to all
allied health sciences pro-
grams affiliated to KMU, it
is mandatory for every stu-

dent to appear in KMU-
CAT, without which no
institute is allowed to take
admission in any discipline.
Meanwhile, KMU vice-
chancellor Prof. Dr. Zia ul
Haq has said that the pur-
pose of conducting this test
was to save the future of
those students aspiring for
admission in allied health
sciences programs who, for
whatever reason were not
able to participate in the
previous tests of KMU and
now they were facing diffi-
culties in admissions to
KMU-affiliated institutes.
He said that private insti-
tutes of allied health sci-
ences affiliated to KMU are
our main stakeholders, so
protecting their interests

and solving their problems
is our top priority.

He said that the decision
to hold the recent special
KMU-CAT was taken on
the request of the private
sector, which would give
them an opportunity to fill
their vacant seats.

The vice-chancellor said
that the peaceful and trans-
parent conduct of the test is
a testament to the hard
work and professionalism
of the entire staff of KMU.

He said that various
fields of allied health sci-
ences are of fundamental
importance in the health
system that is the reason
KMU is taking all possible
steps to improve the quality
of these disciplines.

The arrested shopkeep- |

ers included fruit and veg-
etable vendors, bakers
(nanbais), butchers, milk-
men, grocers and others.
Deputy Commissioner

Peshawar has directed the |#

officers of district adminis-
tration for consecutive sur-
prise visits

stern action against profi-
teers.

Assistant
Commissioner
visits Rescue

Station

PESHAWAR
Assistant Commissioner
Laachi, Khola  Tariq
Saturday visited Rescue
1122 Station Laachi and
acquired a briefing about
operational matters of the
station.

According to the Rescue
1122 Spokesman, Assistant
Commissioner was briefed
about available fire extin-
guishing equipment, ambu-

(APP):

‘| lances and fire fighting

vehicles.

Assistant Commissioner
Laachi, Khola Tariq was
informed that all the neces-
sary equipment and vehi-
cles are available in the sta-
tion to cope with any emer-
gency.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Assistant
Commissioner Laachi,
Khola Tariq appreciated the
professionalism of rescue
1122 staff and assured
cooperation and assistance
to them.

Assistant Commissioner
Laachi, Khola Tariq said

| that the issues of Shakar

Darra staff rescue have
been resolved and they
would be provided potable
water next week.

to bazaars |
across the district to take ||

PL:SHAWAR: PI % local leader

— F.P. photo by Ghulam Murtaza

= e \ & =
with party workers after release from jail.

Administration
seals offices of illegal
housing society

PESHAWAR (APP):
District administration
Mardan sealed illegal hous-
ing society and urged the
people to avoid doing busi-
ness with illegal housing
societies.

On the directives of
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Mardan, the
Additional Assistant
Commissioner ((AC)
Headquarters, Mardan
Junaid Khalid along with
Town Municipal Officer
(TMO) Mardan, Naveed
Khan and other officials
visited various housing
societies and sealed Al-
Jannat Homes Housing
Society for noting meeting
legal requirements.

The district administra-
tion has also removed ban-
ners of the society to pre-
vent fraud with the people.

The action has been
taken on complaints that

most housing societies are
illegally operating across
the district, which have
neighbor obtained formal
approval from the con-
cerned department nor have
been issued any no objec-
tion certificate (NoC).

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Mardan has directed
the continuation of opera-
tion against illegal housing
societies and has also
informed the people against
business with such
schemes.

Food authority
discards 200ltr
adulterated
milk, 800 kg

bran spice

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food
Safety and Halal Food
Authority on Saturday dis-
carded about 200 liters of
adulterated and
dard milk.

The Authority team took
30 samples of milk from
the vehicles supplying milk
to the city at the Motorway
Toll Plaza and checked on
the spot. Food Safety The
team also imposed heavy
fines on the owners.

Similarly, during anoth-
er operation, the food safe-
ty team raided the Mirch
Mandi and recovered 800
kg of bran and 50 kg of
non-food grade color from
the spice unit, after which
the spice unit was sealed.

Director General Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety
and Halal Food Authority
Shahrukh Ali Khan gave a
stern warning to the busi-
nessmen related to food
items and asked them to
follow public rules as sell-
ing of substandard edible
items is forbidden in Islam.

KP’s Special
Assistant
refuses to get
salary, benefits

PESHAWAR (APP): Spec-
ial Assistant to Chief Min-
ister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Pir Haroon Shah has decid-
ed that he would be contin-
uing his duties without any
salary or benefits.

In a statement, he said
that he joined the provin-
cial cabinet in the spirit of
public service and, given
the current economic crisis,

substan-

/| he did not want to burden

the government treasury by
taking any salary or bene-
fits. Instead, he plans to
focus all his attention on
serving the people of the
province.

This selfless act of Pir
Haroon Shah is being laud-

|| ed as an exemplary display

of public service and dedi-
cation towards the better-
ment of society.

Excise
officials foils
attempts of
smuggling
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Excise Officials foiled an
attempt of smuggling drugs
and recovered 18 kg
hashish with two alleged
drugs smugglers arrested
who were carrying the
drugs in a motor vehicle on
Mardan road on Saturday.
The operation was car-
ried out in Peshawar on a
tip-off, a spokesman of the
Excise Department Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa told media
men. He said during the
search, 18 kg of hashish
was recovered from the

motor vehicle.

Two  suspects were
arrested on the spot, a case
was registered at Excise
Police Station, Mardan
region. He said further
investigation is ongoing.

BRT XER-15 buses to take stop at

Saddar Bazaar Station

PESHAWAR (APP): The super express route (XER-15) buses of Zu Peshawar will take
stop at Saddar Bazaar Station from Monday (March 6, 2023), said a spokesperson of
the TransPeshawar Operator of the service Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Peshawar on
Saturday. She said that besides taking a stop at Saddar Bazaar Station, the operation
time period of the route has also been increased while keeping in view the number of
buses and demand of the commuters, the time space between the buses has also been
decreased from 10 minutes to 6 minutes.

First bus of the service on the route will leave Chamkani station at 7:30 A.M and the
last one at 6:30 PM. The route comprises Chamkani, Sardar Ghari and Mall of
Hayatabad stations. The inclusion of Saddar Bazaar station in the route would help
reduce the crowds of the commuters of Express Route 1. The buses of the route stop at
Platform No.2 of Chamkani station and at Platform No.1 of all remaining stations. “The
decision has been taken with the purpose of providing best transportation facilities to
commuters,” concluded the spokesperson.
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Admn seals
offices of illegal
housing society

F.P. Report

MARDAN:  District
administration Mardan
sealed illegal housing
society and urged the
people to avoid doing
business with illegal
housing societies. On
the  directives  of
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Mardan, the
Additional Assistant
Commissioner ((AC)
Headquarters, Mardan
Junaid Khalid along
with Town Municipal
Officer (TMO)
Mardan, Naveed Khan
and other officials vis-
ited various housing
societies and sealed
Al-Jannat Homes
Housing Society for
noting meeting legal
requirements. The dis-
trict administration has
also removed banners
of the society to pre-
vent fraud with the
people. The action has
been taken on com-
plaints that most hous-
ing societies are ille-
gally operating across

the district, which
have neighbor
obtained formal

approval from the con-
cerned department nor
have been issued any
no objection certificate
(MoC). Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Mardan has directed
the continuation of
operation against ille-
gal housing societies
and has also informed
the people against
business with such
schemes.

Spring tree
plantation opened

NAUSHEHRFOEROE
(INP): Deputy Commi-
ssioner Shahzaib Sha-
ikh here on Saturday
inaugurated the spring
tree plantation cam-
paign by planting a
sapling in Government
Madrasah High school.
Divisional forest officer
Gul Hassan, District
education officer, Head
Master ~ Muhammad
Ramzan, officers,
teachers and students
were present on the
occasion. The Deputy
Commissioner said that
around 50,000 saplings
would be planted in all
government  offices,
Schools, colleges, roads
and canal banks of all
talukas of the district
during the plantation
campaign. DC also
appealed to citizens to
plant more saplings so
that people could be

protected from the
impacts of climate
change. Other guests

also planted saplings on
the occasion.

Son Kills father

BAHAWALNAGAR
(PPI): In Bahawalnagar,
son has killed his father
for not paying pension
money in the Basti
Abdul Rehman near
Chak Nadir Shah on
Saturday.
Bahawalnagar police
has said that the
accused Sagar killed his
father Jahangir with an
axe on the head and fled
from the spot after the
incident. On the other
hand, the body of the
deceased was shifted to
the District Hospital for
postmortem.

Cops suspended

HYDERABAD (INP):
Hyderabad Range
Police, taking strict
action against police
officials allegedly
involved in looting
people on  Super
Highway, suspended
mobile incharge ASI
and driver on Saturday.
The action was taken
after a video went viral
on social media where-
in police officials are
seen looting citizens
on Karachi’s Super
Highway. The action
has been taken against
police personnel seen
in the video. The sus-
pended cops have been
ordered to report to the
Police Lines.
However, the SHO
Nooriabad has been
issued show-cause
notice only. The action
was taken on hiding
the police mobile num-
ber plate and resorting
to snap checking by
police. The inquiry
into the matter has
been entrusted to DSP

Police to implement
zero tolerance policy
against drug barons

F.P. Report

LAKKI MARWAT: Bannu
district  police  officer
Ziauddin Ahmed has said
that the police will imple-
ment zero tolerance policy
against drug barons so as to
save youths from the men-
ace and eliminate it com-
pletely.

During a visit to the
press club in Bannu city on
Saturday, he asked the drug
peddlers to stop selling nar-
cotics and become useful
citizens or leave the area.
He said that narcotics erad-
ication teams had been con-
stituted to fight the menace
of drug use effectively. The
press  club  president
Muhammad Alam Khan,
general secretary Umar
Diaz Khan and other mem-
bers were also present.

Zia stressed the need for
launching integrated efforts
to tighten noose around the
elements involved in nar-

cotics selling. “The coordi-
nated efforts on part of all
stakeholders will enable the
police to wipe out the men-
ace from the district com-
pletely”, he maintained. He
said promoting good and
destroying evil is the prime
duty of police and that all
available resources will be
utilized to provide protec-
tion of life and property to
citizens.

He asked the journalists
to bridge the gap between
the general public and
police and join hands to
make the district crime-
free. He made clear that the
elements involved in dis-
play of weapons and aerial
firing would be dealt stern-
ly. The district police chief
said that police would also
launch actions against land
grabbers, gamblers and
anti-state elements. He
called upon the media per-
sonnel to motivate people
on extending full coopera-

tion toward police so as to
make actions against crimi-
nals’ gangs result oriented.

In Lakki Marwat, a party
of Shaheed Asmatullah
Khan Khan Khattak police
station arrested two drug
barons and seized 2500
gram hashish and 1000 gram
ice drug from them. The
arrested suspects identified
as Asif Salim and Ulfat
Khan were shifted to the
police station where separate
cases were registered against
them. Also on Saturday, the
Lakki Marwat and
Ghaznikhel police stations
got new station house offi-
cers. District police officer
Muhammad Ashfaq Khan
issued transfer/posting
orders of the subordinate
police officials. Sub inspec-
tors Rahat Shah and Abdul
Hakim waiting for posting in
the police lines have been
made SHOs of Lakki
Marwat and Ghaznikhel pol-
ice stations respectively.

Caretaker KP
minister visit Buner

F.P. Report

BUNER: The care taker
minister Mohammad Ali
Shah Bacha was visited
Buner district where in he
inspected flour mills and
held meeting with depart-
ments heads at DC office in
Daggar and directed to
make sure provision of
quality flour with normal
prices at village council
level daily to meet public
demand.

The minister was also
held meeting with PML-N
leaders in Daggar and
asked them to properly
monitor distribution of
flour in the villages coun-
cils so as to make a differ-
ence as compared previous
government. The minister
also visited nazaar Swari
Bazaar and inspected under
construction road and

directed the PKHA to make
sure spalt so as to address
public and business com-
munity worries.

The minister attended
lunch was hosted in his
honour by PML Nawaz KP
vice president Haji
Sadiqullah in Pacha Kalay
Pir Baba. The minister
addressed gathering at the
residence of Haji
Sadiqullah and shared all
about his visits and actions
for the betterment of public
. The minister shared it was
his first priority to ensure
provision of quality flour
with normal price and make
sure its availability at vil-
lages council level.

The minister was vocal
to respond being caretaker
his prime responsibility is
to discourage loot and plun-
dering national treasury and
as the country especially

the KP was facing acute
financial crisis at the hands
of out going government.
The minister was vocal to
promise public interest pro-
grammes incase the treas-
ury afford it.

Prior to that the host Haji
Sadiqullah welcomed all of
guests with chief guest and
thanked for honour and
asked leaguers and other
parties leaders to express
their viable suggestions
before the minister in larger
public interest. On the
occasion Mian Syed Laiq,
Mian Noor, Mohammad
Hanif, Jehabar Khan, Ibrar
Khan, Mutabar Khan point-
ed out various issues
including core issue of
flour crisis its quality and
unjust  distribution and
demanded action to satisfy
the worried people of this
backward district.

MINGORA: Regwnal Police Off icer Malakand Mehmood Satti offermg dua

at Yadgare Shuhada.

Three dacoits killed
during ‘encounter’

KAMOKE (INP): Three
dacoits wanted by police
were killed by firing of
their own colleagues during
an alleged encounter in
Nowshera Virkan area of
Kamoke in Gujranawala
Division on Saturday.

The law enforcers of
Police  Station  Saddar
Kamoke had set up a picket
at Harpoki Canal, when
they stopped seven to eight
people. The accused started
firing at the police party.
The police personnel lay on
the ground and saved their
lives. They returned fire
only a few times just in
self-defence. The accused

were successful in escaping
from the scene amid intense
firing.

As the firing stopped,
the police party, during
their search, found three
dead bodies of the alleged
dacoits. They were Kkilled
by the alleged firing of their
fellow robbers. The dead
were identified as Zeeshan
alias Shani, Amer and
Sajid. All the three accused
were got freed by their fel-
low dacoits from Police
Station Ladhewala
Warraich after an exchange
of fire.

The accused have crim-
inal record. They were

wanted by police for
being involved in many
cases of dacoities, house
robberies and raping
women during dacoities.
The accused in past few
days had rapped many
women during dacoities
in the limits of Police
Station Tatley Aali.

The police teams were
formed under the supervi-
sion of SP Sadder Rizwan
Tariq to arrest the accused.
The CPO said that elements
involved in crimes would
be dealt with iron hands
and the citizens will be pro-
vided calm and peaceful
environment.

Jamshoro.
J
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Tramlng sessmn held

F.P. Report

BARA: A day long
training and aware-
ness session aimed to
impart knowledge
pertaining rescuing

in  Hira  public
school, Speen|
Qabr,subdivision
Bara district Khyberl

procedures to the stu- ; e {
dents was held here e\‘t@‘ e

last day. The awareness
activity was organized by
the district Rescue 1122
and was attended by a large
number of learners and
their teachers.

Under the head of train-
ing wing incharge Dr

Wakeel Shah frultful ses-
sions were delivered on
first aid, rescuing methods
in fire eruption and various
emergencies. The partici-
pants were also taught how
to deal with natural disas-
ters and practical training

was given to them.
District emergency
officer Syed Shoab
Mansoor and emer-
“|gency officer Baryal
Mukhtyar who super-
. |vised the training gath-
ering said that besides
facilitating people in
emergencies, the
Rescue 1122 also freely
trained different sec-
tions of the society of

the tactics to deal with
untoward incidents.
Students and Teachers

thanked Rescue 1122 for
arranging useful training in
which they learnt a lot
regarding the rescue
process.

KHAR: Caretaker KP Minister for C& W Muhammad Ali Shah talking to officials during his visit to

Pusht Hospital in Bajaur.

DPO visits
city, reviews

security
F.P. Report

KOHAT: District Police
Officer (DPO) Kohat,
Shehzada Umar Abbas here
Saturday paid a surprise
visit to the main markets of
the city and listened to
problems and issues of peo-
ple.

He met with representa-
tives of trade organizations
and inquired about their
concerns. He also reviewed
security of sensitive loca-
tions in main market and
directed police officials to
remain vigilant and be pre-
pared to avoid to any unto-
ward incident. He also
directed strict monitoring
of movement on egress and
ingress points of the city
and urged people to coop-
erate police force to further
improve security of the
city.

Assistant
Commissioner visits
Rescue Station Laachi:
Assistant Commissioner
Laachi, Khola  Tariq
Saturday visited Rescue
1122 Station Laachi and
acquired briefing about
operational matters of the
station.

According to Rescue
1122 Spokesman, Assistant
Commissioner was briefed
about available fire extin-
guishing equipments,
ambulances and fire fight-
ing vehicles. She was
informed that all the neces-
sary equipment and vehi-
cles are available in the sta-
tion to cope with any emer-
gency.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Khola Tariq appreci-
ated the professionalism of
rescue 1122 staff and
assured cooperation and
assistance to them. She said
that issues of Shakar Darra
staff rescue have been
resolved and they would be
provided potable water in

|| next week.

Industrialists
meet DIG

F.P. Report

ABBOTTABAD: A delega-
tion of officials and mem-
bers of Hattar Industrial
Estate Haripur met with
DIG Hazara. Hazara Police
will provide all possible life
and financial security to all
industrialists and business-
men of Hattar Industrial
Estate, The industrialists
should provide the complete
details of the domestic and
foreign workers working
under their supervision to
the police.

The delegation of Hattar
Industrial Estate Haripur
under the leadership of
Chairman Malik Ashiq
Awan and Chief Patron
Qadir Mehmood met with
DIG Hazara Tahir Ayub
Khan, they discussed secu-
rity and other important
issues. Chairman Malik
Ashiq Awan and Qadir
Mehmood Congratulations
to IG Hazara on his appoint-
ment in Hazara. DIG
Hazara Tahir Ayub Khan
while talking to the delega-
tion said that Hazara Police
will provide all possible life
and financial security to all
industrialists and business-
men of Hattar Industrial
Estate.

If industries are set up by
investing in the same way,
more employment opportu-
nities will be provided to the
people, which will also
reduce the crime rate in the
society. Excellent relations
have been established
between Hattar Industrial
Estate Haripur and Police
and in the future they will be
further strengthened so that
the problems faced by both
are resolved through mutual
consultation.

KFW delegation

viists PSP prOJects

Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWSHERA: A senior
delegation of the KfW

Development Bank led by

Marlene Schild, Portfolio
Manager KfW and Imran

Khan, Senior Governance |
the |

Specialist,  visited
implementation areas of
Pakistan Community

Support Project (PCSP) in
Nowshera today. The pur-
pose of the visit was to
gather feedback from the
local community and
review the progress of the
community-led develop-
ment work facilitated by
the PCSP. The PCSP and
World Bank task teams
facilitated the visit.

While interacting with
the communities, Marlene
Schild, who is in-charge of
the KFW portfolio in
Pakistan, appreciated the
inclusive and participatory
role of the communities to
ensure that they benefit
from the development
opportunities being offered
by the PCSP. The PCSP is
one of the Multi-Donor
Trust Fund (MDTF) proj-
ects in Pakistan, which also
comprises Germany as a
key funding partner.

The delegation visited
different community-led
project sites in Nowshera,
including a 2,103 feet farm
to market road in Turkaman
village which is being com-

pleted at a cost of PKR 8.3
million to benefit more than
400 households in the vil-
lage. The community mem-
bers shared that the road
has resolved their long-
standing mobility issues
including easier access to
transportation, education,
health, and other basic
services.

The KfW delegation
also went to Sheikhan vil-
lage in Nowshera to visit a
solar-powered irrigation
tube well which has been
completed at a cost of
PKR 7.4 million. The
community informed that
the tube well has been irri-
gating 15 acres of land,
which has spurred the
agricultural productivity
as the crop production was
dependent on rainfall pre-

viously. The water supply
and irrigation channel
have now enabled the
local farmers to grow
wheat, maize, sugarcane,
and cash crops.

The delegation conclud-
ed with a visit of Jalozai
Mahal where the communi-
ty has successfully com-
pleted a street pavement
including the drainage
facility. The 1 kilometer
stretch of streets has been
completed across the
stretched-out village at a
cost of PKR 8.9 million,
which has made commute
easier and swifter for its
large population. The prop-
er drainage facility is also
ensuring disposal of waste-
water from houses and
stagnation issues have also
been resolved.

Teachers urged to focus on
producmg good citizens

B a
FE.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa director ele-
mentary and secondary educa-
tion department Dr Hafiz
Muhammad Ibrahim has said
that the state-run schools in the
province have been provided
with adequate furniture with a
cost of Rs 3 billion while the
furniture-deficient schools will
also be provided with it once
the government released rest
of the Rs 3 billion. He was
addressing a school function at
Talash during his visit to the
district wherein he was warm-
ly welcomed by students and
teachers.

The additional deputy com-
missioner Abdul Wali Khan,
district education officer Swat
Muhammad Riaz, district edu-
cation officer Chitral
Miftahudin and other educa-
tion officers from Lower Dir
were also in attendance. The
function was also addressed
by prominent educationist
Muhammad Rahim Haqqani,
Timergara tehsil chairman
Mufti Irfanud Din, ADC
Abdul Wali Khan and others
also addressed the function.

Hafiz Ibrahim said the
overall education index in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had
increased by 3 per cent dur-

ing the last two years.
Appreciating the perform-
ance of teachers and schools’
heads in Lower Dir, the
director said that the district
was third after Mansehra and
Mardan regarding the stu-
dents’ enrollment. He said the
process of education started
in Dir in 1970 but despite that
bitter fact the Dirojian were
now leading in many sectors.
He said the provincial direc-
tor general health Dr Shaukat
Ali, provincial director gen-
eral tourism Bakhtiar Khan
and director elementary and
secondary education depart-
ment all belonged to Lower
Dir that showed the district
had great potential for
progress and development.
Hafiz Ibrahim said the
province  had  limited
resources yet it was spending
a huge amount on education
enhancement. He said the
ratio and standard of educa-
tion in the newly merged dis-
tricts was not satisfactory
before the merger but now
the government had focused
on it and he hoped the stan-
dard would be upgraded
soon. About the teachers he
said that a teacher never tired
or retired but he lived in the
hearts of students forever in
case he devotedly performed

his duties.

He said that producing
good citizens for a state was
the utmost responsibility of
teachers so they should main-
ly focus on character building
of the coming generation. He
said the nation needed a good
doctor, good engineer,
lawyer, teachers, scientist,
administrators and a good
human. About his services as
a provincial director he pre-
sented himself for accounta-
bility and said that if anyone
had been bribed on his name,
could directly contact him
and he would resolve his/her
grievances. The director was
presented with gifts by
schools” heads and teachers
of the district on the occasion
as he was due to retire from
services on superannuation
on March, 14.

Inflation protested: The
Tehreek Labaik Pakistan
Adenzai chapter staged a
protest rally outside the
Chakdara press club against
the current inflation and
devaluation of Pakistani cur-
rency. The TLP workers led
by its nominated candidate
for bye-election in NA 6
Maulana Taif Khan chanted
slogans against the govern-
ment for its failure to control
price hike in the country.
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UN chief slams rich

countries’

treatment

of poor states

UNITED NATIONS (AFP): UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on
Saturday slammed the world's rich coun-
tries and energy giants for throttling poor
nations with "predatory"” interest rates and
crippling fuel prices.

Speaking in the Qatari capital, Doha,
Guterres told leaders of more than 40 of
the most deprived states that wealthy
nations should provide $500 billion a year
to help others "trapped in vicious cycles"
that block efforts to boost economies and
vital services. The summit of Least
Developed Countries (LDC) is normally
held every 10 years but has twice been
delayed since 2021 because of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Afghanistan and Myanmar, two of the
poorest countries, are not present at the
Doha meeting of 46 LDC states because
their governments are not recognised by
UN members. No leader from any of the
world's major economies attended. At a
leaders' summit ahead of the start of the
general LDC conference on Sunday,
Guterres hit out straight away at the way
poor nations are treated by the more pow-
erful.

"Economic development is challenging
when countries are starved for resources,
drowning in debt, and still struggling with
the historic injustice of an unequal
COVID-19 response," he said. The LDCs
have complained that they did not get a
fair share of the Covid vaccines that went
mainly to Europe and North America.

"Combatting climate catastrophe that
you did nothing to cause is challenging
when the cost of capital is sky-high" and
the financial help received "is a drop in the
bucket", said Guterres. "Fossil fuel giants
are raking in huge profits, while millions
in your countries cannot put food on the
table."

Guterres said the poorest nations were
being left behind in the "digital revolu-
tion" and the Ukraine war had fuelled their
food and fuel prices. "Our global financial

system was designed by wealthy coun-
tries, largely to their benefit," he said.
"Deprived of liquidity, many of you are
locked out of capital markets by predatory
interest rates," the UN leader said. A host
of presidents and ministers hit out at
financing conditions for LDCs, whose
debt has more than quadrupled in a decade
to an estimated $50 billion in 2021.

East Timor's President Jose Ramos-
Horta called interest rates "rapacious" and
"insensitive". Malawi's President Lazarus
Chakwera, the summit chairman, high-
lighted "broken promises" and said that
aid was not "an act of charity" but a "moral
responsibility". Wealthy nations had failed
to keep a promise to give 0.15-0.20 per-
cent of their Gross National Income to
LDCs, the UN chief said.

With poorer states trapped in a "perfect
storm for perpetuating poverty and injus-
tice", Guterres said LDCs required a "min-
imum" $500 billion a year to overcome
their problems, build up job creating
industries and repay debts. He added that
the United Nations would also "keep push-
ing" richer countries to hand over hun-
dreds of billions of dollars promised sepa-
rately to help poorer states battle climate
change.

Under proposals a so-called Doha
Programme of Action, a food stockholding
system, will be set up to help countries
facing hunger crises through drought and
high prices. It also calls for new efforts to
help LDCs attract foreign funding and
lower interest rates to ease the impact of
their debts. Bhutan will this year become
one of seven countries -- along with
Bangladesh, Laos, Nepal, Angola, Sao
Tome and Principe and the Solomon
Islands to "graduate" out of LDC status by
2026. But they will gradually lose trade
and aid privileges. Guterres said they risk
becoming "victims of the cruelest sleight-
of-hand trick -- support systems vanishing
before their eyes" and would need help
after they move up the wealth scale.

‘Surgical’ shark-killing
orcas fascinate off S Africa

CAPE TOWN (AFP):
Scores of disembowelled

orcas' most daring hunt.

open the pectoral girdle
chest area... then the liver

sharks have washed up on
a South African beach put-
ting the spotlight on a pair
of shark-hunting killer
whales whose behaviour
has fascinated scientists
and wildlife enthusiasts.
Marine biologists were
alerted to the find by
beach walkers who stum-
bled upon the grim sight
last week in Gansbaai, a
small fishing port 150
kilometres (93 miles)
south east of Cape Town.
"The dead sharks are
torn open at the pelvic gir-
dle, they have Orca teeth
marks known as rake
marks on their pectoral
fins and their liver is miss-
ing," said Alison Towner,
37, a shark scientist with
the Dyer Island
Conservation Trust. All
evidence points to "Port"
and "Starboard", an infa-
mous pair of killer whales
spotted off Gansbaai only
three days earlier.
Recognisable by their
twisted dorsal fins, the
animals are well known to
locals, who have devel-
oped a penchant for
sharks. "We found in total
20 sharks," said Ralph
Watson, 33, a marine biol-
ogist with local conserva-
tion and diving group
Marine Dynamics. Victims
included 19 broad nosed
seven-gill and one spotted
gully sharks, he added.
Towner said the slaugh-
ter was noticeable as it
was the first time that Port

Experts credited the duo
with having caused white
sharks, one of the world's
largest sea predators, to
disappear from some of
the waters near Cape
Town.

Last year, Starboard and
another four orcas were
captured on camera chas-
ing and killing a great
white off Mossel Bay, a
southern port town. The
unusual behaviour had
never been witnessed in
detail before. Orcas, the
ocean's apex predator, usu-
ally hunt dolphins in these
parts and have been
known to prey on smaller
shark species. But evi-
dence of attacks on great
whites was previously lim-
ited.

Port and Starboard
were first spotted near
Cape Town in 2015.
"They probably came
from somewhere else.
West Africa, east Africa,
the Southern Ocean, we
don't know," said 45-year-
old Simon Elwen, who
heads Sea Search, a scien-
tific collective. Unlike
other killer whales, the
pair likes to hunt near the
coast -- something that
has made their peculiar
fins a common sight in the
region.

"Within southern
Africa, Port and Starboard
have been seen from as far
west as Namibia to as far
east as Port Elizabeth,"
said Elwen. The marine

flops out," said Watson.

The 2022 video show-
ing Starboard in action has
worried biologists, for it
suggested the practice was
spreading with studies
having established that the
black and white animals
have the capacity to teach
hunting techniques. Some
Antarctic orcas use the
cunning tactic of hunting
in packs and making
waves to wash seals off
floating ice, according to
researchers. In the
Antarctic two orca popula-
tions -- not subspecies, but
different groups that over-
lap at the margins -- used
very different hunting
techniques, taught across
generations.

Such behaviour is not
hard-wired, but learned --
one of the arguments for
suggesting that whales
have 'culture'. In the clip,
the other four orcas shown
were not known to have
attacked white sharks
before. "This is now an
additional threat to shark
populations on coastal
South Africa," said
Towner.

Elwen said it was "fas-
cinating, and frustrating"
to see "a rare, endangered
animal killing another
endangered species". Still,
the overall danger Port and
Starboard posed to South
Africa's shark population
remained very limited.
Hundreds of thousands of
sharks are fished out of the

Hungary
delays vote
on Sweden,

Finland

joining NATO

BUDAPEST (AP): Hun-
gary has further delayed a
vote on ratifying Sweden
and Finland's NATO acces-
sion bids, according to an
updated schedule published
on the National Assembly's
website, the latest in a series
of postponements that have
frustrated Western allies.
The delay, which pushes the
vote back by two weeks to
the parliamentary session
beginning March 20, comes
as Hungary remains the
only NATO member coun-
try besides Turkey that has-
n't yet approved the two
Nordic countries' bids to
join the Western military
alliance.

Hungary's populist prime
minister, Viktor Orban, has
said that he is personally in
favor of the two countries
joining NATO, but alleges
that the governments in
Stockholm and Helsinki
have “spread blatant lies”
about Hungary which have
raised questions among
lawmakers in his party on
whether to approve the bids.
In a radio interview on Feb.
24, Orban confirmed that
Hungary would send a par-
liamentary delegation to
Sweden and Finland to seek
“clarification” on such
issues before the ratification
could come to a vote in par-
liament.

“It’s not right for them to
ask us to take them on board
while they’re spreading bla-
tant lies about Hungary,
about the rule of law in
Hungary, about our democ-
racy and about life here,”
Orban said. “(How) can
anyone want to be our ally
in a military system while
they’re shamelessly spread-
ing lies about Hungary? So
let’s stop for a friendly word
and ask them how this can
be.” The delays, which have
come in succession since
July 2022, have frustrated
the European
Union as well as members
of Hungary's opposition

some in

parties.
In comments in
Hungary's parliament,

Agnes Vadai, a liberal law-
maker and a former secre-
tary of state in Hungary’s
ministry of defense, criti-
cized the governing Fidesz
party for the numerous
delays, and accused them of
deliberately dragging their
feet on the vote. “This could
have been a quick and sim-
ple issue in Hungary's par-
liament, but it wasn't. It
wasn't because there was
always some excuse or
stalling tactic from the gov-
erning party,” Vadai said,
adding that dispatching a
parliamentary delegation to
Sweden and Finland was
“the newest trick to post-
pone.”

The Hungarian delega-
tion is expected to meet
with Swedish assembly
Speaker Andreas Norlén
and other lawmakers in
Sweden's parliament, the
Riksdag, next Tuesday,
according to a Riksdag
statement sent to The
Associated Press. That
meeting will focus on "the
ongoing ratification
process of Sweden’s NATO
application, which is ongo-
ing in the Hungarian parlia-
ment,” the Riksdag wrote
in the statement. A unani-
mous vote of all 30 NATO
members is needed to
admit new countries. With

Modern weapons being smuggled

UNITED NATIONS (AP): Increa-
singly sophisticated weapons are
being trafficked into Haiti mainly
from the United States and especially
from Florida amid worsening law-
lessness in the impoverished
Caribbean nation, according to a UN
report released. The report by the
Vienna-based Office on Drugs and
Crime said a network of criminal
actors including members of the
Haitian diaspora “often source
firearms from across the US” and
smuggle them into Haiti illegally by
land from the neighboring Dominican
Republic, by air including to clandes-
tine airstrips, but most frequently by
sea.

“Popular handguns selling for
$400-$500 at federally licensed
firearms outlets or private gun shows
in the US can be resold for as much as
$10,000 in Haiti,” the report said.
“Higher-powered rifles such as
AK47s, AR1S5s and Galils are typical-
ly in higher demand from gangs,
commanding correspondingly higher
prices.” The U.S Department of
Homeland Security’s investigations
unit reported “a surge in firearms traf-
ficking from Florida to Haiti between
2021 and 2022” and a spokesman
described the recovery of increasing-
ly sophisticated weapons destined for
Haitian ports “including .50 caliber
sniper rifles, .308 rifles, and even
belt-fed machine guns,” according to
the report.

“Weapons are frequently procured
through straw man purchases in US
states with looser gun laws and fewer
purchasing restrictions” and then
transported to Florida where they are
concealed inside consumer products,
electronic equipment, garment lin-
ings, frozen food items and even the
hull of freighters, it said. “On arrival
in Haiti, including major hubs such as
Port-de-Paix and Port-au-Prince,
cargo is offloaded and passed on to
end-users via a host of intermedi-
aries.” The 47-page report, entitled
“Haiti’s Criminal Markets: Mapping
Trends in Firearms and Drug
Trafficking,” cites the challenges of
patrolling 1,771 kilometers (1,100
miles) of Haiti's coastline and a 392-
kilometer (243-mile) border with the
Dominican Republic with national

police, border and coast guard opera-
tions that are severely under-staffed,
under-resourced and “increasingly
targeted by gangs.”

The heavily-armed gangs are also
targeting ports, highways, critical
infrastructure, customs offices, police
stations, court houses, prisons, busi-
nesses and neighborhoods, the report
said. And throughout 2022 and early
2023 they have expanded their con-
trol over key access points to cities
including the capital Port-au-Prince.
“Many are also engaged in predatory
behavior in communities under their
control contributing to rising levels of
extortion, sexual violence, kidnap-
ping and fatal violence,” it said, cit-
ing an increase in homicides from
1,615 in 2021 to 2,183 in 2022, and a
doubling of kidnappings from 664 to
1,359 during the same period.

The UN report said private securi-
ty companies in Haiti are permitted to
buy and keep arms, and while inde-
pendent verification isn’t possible
“specialists speculate that there could
be 75,000 to 90,000 individuals
working with roughly 100 private
security companies across the coun-
try, at least five times the number of
registered police officers.” According
to the UN Office on Drugs and
Crime, Haiti has long been a trans-
shipment hub to move cocaine,
cannabis and to a lesser extent heroin
and amphetamines to the United
States and the Dominican Republic.

The drugs mostly enter the country
via boat or plane, arriving through
public, private and informal ports as
well as clandestine runways.

During the 2000s, the report said,
drug traffickers moved illegal
airstrips from the outskirts of Port-au-
Prince northward to more isolated
areas including Savane Diane, rough-
ly 50 miles north of the capital. When
then-President Jovenal Moise ordered
the destruction of suspected clandes-
tine airstrips in June 2021, UNODC
said “local authorities refused.” A
week later, he was assassinated.

Since the assassination, UN offi-
cials said gangs have grown more
powerful, and gang violence has
reached a level not seen in decades.
In December, the UN estimated that
gangs controlled 60% of Haiti’s capi-
tal, but most people on the streets in
Port-au-Prince say that number is
closer to 100%. In late February, the
UN condemned a new surge of gang
violence in central Haiti.

Haiti was stripped of all democrat-
ically elected institutions when the
terms of the remaining 10 senators
expired in early January. No elections
are on the horizon and Prime Minister
Ariel Henry continues to plead for the
deployment of foreign troops, a
request first made in October. The
international community has instead
opted to impose sanctions and send
military equipment and other
resources.

Biden assembles team of

NK says US

allies to boost re-polls drive

WASHINGTON
(Reuters): US President
Joe Biden's team is mov-
ing to tap top Democratic
allies and even some peo-
ple once seen as possible
rivals as key representa-
tives of his expected re-
election bid.

The Democratic
National Committee
(DNC) will host a "nation-
al advisory board" com-
prised of the sorts of ris-
ing-star politicians,
including governors J.B.
Pritzker of Illinois, Josh
Shapiro of Pennsylvania
and Phil Murphy of New
Jersey, who are known for
their own bids for higher
office but stayed on the
sidelines after Democrats
survived the 2022 midterm
elections with their Senate
majority intact.

The move by White
House political officials
and other allies to sign on
high-profile spokespeople,
which is typical for parties
moving into the frenzy of
campaign season, shows
Biden is headed towards a
formal re-election
announcement now
expected in April, though
the date could slip, sources
familiar with the situation
told Reuters.

Biden's team is making
other steps, too, including

and Atlanta were seen by
Democratic officials as the
primary contenders for the
convention, which was
conducted virtually in
2020 due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The campaign's strategy
is expected to be set by the
same inner circle that
guided Biden's 2020 race
against Republican former
President Donald Trump,
including his final 2020
campaign manager, Jen
O'Malley Dillon. But that
group has struggled to
hone a short list of poten-
tial campaign managers
for 2024 as they look for a
trusted operator outside
their own ranks who has
experience winning a
state-wide campaign in a
competitive state, among a
variety of other qualifica-
tions.

"They are looking for a
unicorn,” said one party
adviser. The new advisory
board will be used to
demonstrate unity in the
party behind the candi-
date, traveling the country
for campaign appearances
and doing interviews on
television on behalf the
party and, eventually, the
candidate. News that the
group was being assem-
bled was first reported by
the Washington Post.

Biden, who turned 80 in

Biden's age in particular
worries Democratic vot-
ers. But the president's
aides are shrugging off
polls showing doubts
about his age as irrelevant
at this stage of the race.
No major rivals for Biden
have emerged on the
Democratic side, though
the self-help guru
Marianne Williamson is
expected to formally
announce on Saturday that
she is mounting a long-
shot bid in the primary
after doing so in the more
crowded field from which
Biden emerged victorious
in 2020.

On the Republican side,
Trump is seeking a second
term, and a set of would-
be challengers are laying
the groundwork for their
campaigns. In the absence
of a formal re-election
announcement, the White
House continues to book
Biden in campaign-style
appearances across the
country.

On Monday, Biden is
expected to speak to the
International Association
of Fire Fighters, the first
major labor group to
endorse him ahead of the
2020 campaign. Biden's
public approval rating was
just 41% in a
Reuters/Ipsos opinion poll
last month. That is close to

causing int’l
arms control
collapse

SEOUL (Reuters): North
Korea  on  Saturday
blamed the United States
for what it said was the
collapse of international
arms control systems and
said Pyongyang's nuclear
weapons were a just
response to ensure the
balance of power in the
region.

"The Korean peninsula
is turning into the world's
biggest powderkeg and
war practice field due to a
military expansion
scheme led by the United
States and its followers,"
its foreign ministry said
in a commentary carried
by state news agency
KCNA. Recent moves by
South Korea and Japan
showed that a military
build-up by the United
States and its followers
was crossing the danger
line and this could not be
tolerated, it added.

The comments follow
the United States and
South Korea's announce-
ment that they plan to con-
duct large-scale military
exercises from March 13-
23 to strengthen the allies'
combined defensive pos-
ture, including focusing
on what they called North
Korean aggression. North

and Starboard had hunted
those species in the area
and "so many of them
washed out after one
visit." Yet, it wasn't the

nique is "surgical", added
Watson,
pair targets sharks' liver,
"a very nutritious organ,
full of oils." "They tear

mammals' Kkilling tech-
sea
the Watson.

explaining "Two

said.

every year,

whales are not going to
wipe out a species," Elwen

the exception of Hungary
and Turkey, all other 28
members had approved
membership for the Nordic
countries by the end of
September.

said
killer

thinking through possible
options for a campaign
manager a host city for the
2024 party convention
where Biden would be for-
mally nominated. Chicago

November, is the oldest
president to hold office.
Recent polls show aging
leaders are a concern for
Americans in general, and

tration.

the lowest level of his
presidency, though similar
to where Trump was at the
same time in his adminis-

Korea says such joint mil-
itary exercises are proof
that the United States and
its allies are hostile and
bent on regime change in
the North.

Macron’s mission to counter Russia in Africa

PARIS (BBC): Libreville, Luanda,
Brazzaville, Kinshasa - France's
President Emmanuel Macron is on a
whirlwind tour of African capitals as
he tries to shift French policy on the
continent away from military
involvement.

He can hardly be accused of ignor-
ing Africa - this is his 18th presiden-
tial trip - but this comes at a time of
ever-increasing competition from
China and Russia, and growing
resentment of the close economic ties
between France and its former colo-
nial, which some see as a form of
continued exploitation. And he
insists that he will come back, again
and again, to a continent that he
regards as a crucial partner for
Europe in tackling major global
issues over the decades ahead.

Although Ukraine inevitably dom-
inates the international diplomatic
agenda, Mr Macron believes that
Paris and Brussels cannot afford to
neglect Africa. It presents challenges
and huge development opportunities,
with a youthful dynamism that, he
argues, will be a huge contributor to
Europe's own future growth. France's
president is also acutely aware of
how other nations are seeking to
extend their own influence south of

the Sahara.

Russia, hoping to rebuild the
influence it had lost since the Cold
War decades, is offering security
support to governments that feel
under threat or isolated from the
international mainstream: mercenar-
ies from the Kremlin-linked military
contractor Wagner are now operating
in Mali and the Central African
Republic, where they have been
accused of human rights abuses.
China is a massive funder and
builder of infrastructure, albeit on
terms that Mr Macron fears could
trap some countries in debt crisis.
Turkey and India are increasingly
active too.

And across the region, popular
anti-French sentiment is fanned by
lively social media messaging to
which Paris has so far found no
effective response. In a lengthy
speech on Monday evening, to pre-
pare the ground for his latest tour, the
president reasserted his own strategy
to sustain a role for France in this
increasingly competitive arena. It
was a message addressed both to
Africans and to his own domestic
audience.

He does not think the French
should try to match the Russian secu-

rity effort by re-expanding its own
military presence to match what
Moscow offers. In any case, that
would hardly be an option when
Paris has been forced to pull its
troops out of Mali and Burkina Faso,
where the military juntas now in
charge are seeking to distance them-
selves from the former colonial
power in both countries.

Instead, he aims to re-orient
French support to focus more on
training and technical back-up for
African armed forces, with troop
numbers reduced and programmes of
military collaboration tailored to the
specific requests of individual coun-
tries. And this week Mr Macron took
that policy a step further, announcing
that the remaining French bases in
Africa - in Senegal, Ivory Coast and
Gabon - would now be co-managed
and shared with the forces of the host
nations, and even available to wel-
come other external partners if those
governments wished. Only the base
in Djibouti, strategically located at
the mouth of the Red Sea will remain
exclusively French.

He pointed out that the base in
Abidjan, Ivory Coast, is well posi-
tioned for training troops from the
various West African states now col-

laborating in efforts to prevent
jihadist groups in the Sahel from
pushing south towards the coast. But
he is also anxious to pursue the
diversification of French engagement
across a much broader canvas, touch-
ing culture, history, immigration,
trade, development and even reform
of the CFA franc - a currency used by
14 countries and pegged to the euro
under a guarantee provided by Paris.

There is growing opposition to the
use of this currency, which some see
as a form of neo-colonialism,
although its supporters says it helps
ensure financial stability. Mr Macron
first launched this approach in a
high-profile Africa speech back in
November 2017, in front of an audi-
ence of students in a lecture theatre at
Ouagadougou University in Burkina
Faso.

And he has pursued it over the
past five years, in an effort to trans-
form perceptions from both sides.
Previous governments in Paris, par-
ticularly in the 1990s, had already
sought to move away from the old
network of mutually complacent
vested special connections between
African and French elites encapsulat-
ed in the term "Francafrique", shift-
ing instead towards stronger support

for democracy and grassroots devel-
opment.

However, Mr Macron has gone
further in confronting the painful and
sometimes shameful episodes of the
past, commissioning historians to
produce reports unsparing in their
examination of France's track record
in the war over Algerian independ-
ence and the events surrounding the
Rwandan genocide of 1994. A pro-
gramme of returning treasures looted
during the colonial era has already
seen the return home of a totemic
Senegalese sword and part of a
Malagasy royal throne, while arte-
facts looted from the kingdom of
Dahomey have been sent back to
Benin and arrangements have been
made for the return of an iconic
Ivorian drum.

In parallel with this effort at rec-
onciliation over past history, Mr
Macron has been seeking to deepen
today's cultural connections and
exchange of ideas. He has announced
schemes to promote sports training
and to ease access to visas for
Africans to pursue post-graduate
study in France. However, the public
impact of these initiatives, particular-
ly in the eyes of African public opin-
ion, has been largely lost during

years when the most prominent
dimension of French engagement has
been the military struggle against
militant groups in the Sahel.

Growing controversy came to sur-
round the operations of the French
force Barkhane, finally withdrawn
from Mali in August last year. This
has fuelled an upsurge in populist
nationalism in some countries and a
more generalised resentment of
France across most of Francophone
West and Central Africa, particularly
among urban youth. Having instigat-
ed a shift towards a lower profile and
more collaborative military
approach, Mr Macron is trying to use
this week's four-country tour to rein-
vigorate this broader reform and
change agenda.

But even this trip will be beset by
familiar political complications.
There have been anti-French demon-
strations in the Democratic Republic
of Congo ahead of his visit.
Furthermore opponents of Gabon's
President Ali Bongo Ondimba and
DR Congo's President Félix
Tshisekedi have been complaining
that Mr Macron's visit could be read
as interference to bolster the image
of these incumbent rulers in what is
an election year for both countries.
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Court battle
for overseas
votes

ECENTLY, the Supreme Court

of Pakistan has sought a

progress report from the
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) regarding the technical and
legal aspects concerning overseas
Pakistanis' right to vote in the upcom-
ing general election in the country.
According to the details, a three-mem-
ber bench of the apex court is current-
ly hearing the pleas of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and Pakistan
Awami Muslim League (AML) seeking
a declaration for ex-pats' rights to vote
in the future general elections.

Overseas Pakistanis are an important
asset of Pakistan which always played a
vital role in national building, economic
development, and growth, along with ren-
dering all possible assistance in achieving
foreign policy objectives in other nations.
Similarly, well-off overseas Pakistanis
stood by their countrymen during the
wars, natural calamities, and economic
challenges in the past. Presently, over 9
million Pakistanis are residing abroad in
the Middle East, America, Europe, East
Asia, and Oceania, who pleasure and
grief with their countrymen and tremen-
dously contribute to national growth by
sending foreign remittances of an average
rate of $ 2 billion per month that help sup-
ports Pakistan's budgetary needs during
this highly volatile period of time.

Over the decades, Pakistani expatriates
could not participate in the electoral
process and never exercised their right to
vote because of no provision of the
Internet and electronic voting mecha-
nisms in the past. However, with the
invention of Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) and the availability of Internet
voting facilities, multiple nations across
the globe are successfully using these
technologies to facilitate public participa-
tion in the democratic process. Presently,
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) are
widely used in most nations of the world
including the US, the UK, Canada,
France, German, Kenya, the Philippines,
Australia, and several others to ensure
transparency and strengthen public belief
in democracy.

Unfortunately, this legal and technical
issue had been made a political dispute
by contesting political groups in the
country. Pakistan's election Act-2017 cat-
egorically endorsed the overseas
Pakistanis' right to vote but it could not
be materialized in the past due to the
non-availability of necessary infrastruc-
ture, and institutional provisions. Later,
the PTI government approved the legis-
lation for the use of EVMs and I-voting
for overseas Pakistanis through a consti-
tutional amendment in 2021. Last year,
the coalition government overrode the
Election Amendment Act-2021 and
approved new legislation namely
Election Amendment Bill-2022 calling
for organizing pilot projects on the use of
EVMs and Internet voting in the upcom-
ing general election to confirm their
validity ahead of full implementation of
the new technology.

In fact, both political factions support
the idea of overseas Pakistanis' right to
vote but each of them wanted to earn
credit for this magnificent endeavor,
meanwhile, the coalition parties also fear
a political setback due to PTT's substantial
presence abroad. Presently, a court battle
is continuing, and both factions are
focused on reaffirming their political
gains in the upcoming general elections
either way instead of securing the funda-
mental rights of the expatriates. At the
time, multiple African nations are using
modern technologies and EVMs to aug-
ment public belief in the electoral process
but Pakistani leaders run out of patience
and are embattled for instant political
gains.

Seemingly, electoral victory and set-
backs are part of politics but leaders must
act in the greater interests of the country,
public, and democracy that will improve
their public image and support their poli-
tics in the future.

Rishi Sunak’s next problem

VERY now and
Eagain, something
strange  happens
between the UK and EU:
erstwhile adversaries
become allies. It hap-
pened when Theresa May
returned from Brussels
with a deal in 2018. And it
happened again on
Monday as Ursula von
der Leyen and 'dear
Rishi'" appeared together
in Windsor. The prime
minister has taken a huge
political and electoral
gamble. And only time
will tell whether it will
pay off.
First things first. This is
a clever deal that addresses
many of the UK's concerns
about the operation of the
existing Northern Ireland
protocol in a manner that is
acceptable to the EU. That
is no mean feat. Clever
solutions have been found
to apparently intractable
problems, whether these
pertain to medicines or
sausages. Of course, that
doesn't necessarily mean
much. May's deal was a
masterpiece of circle squar-
ing, for all the good it did
her. And, beneath the spin,
there are aspects of the deal
that are not all they're por-
trayed to be. The "Stormont
brake" is unlikely to be
used that much. The gov-
ernment itself admits it is
the "last mechanism avail-
able" to deal with updated
or replaced EU acts that
will (in the EU's words)
have "significant impact
specific to everyday life of
Northern Ireland in a way
that is liable to persist". Its
use will, moreover, trigger
a lengthy process of negoti-
ation, and can prompt the
EU to legitimately take
"appropriate remedial
measures”. A curious kind

of brake.

All that being said, I
have to admit I underesti-
mated the prime minister.
Whether through luck or
judgment or a combination
of both, he has brought
home his deal at a moment
when opposition within his

Anand Menon

tages of this approach are
clear. It allowed him to "get
Brexit done" in a way none
of his predecessors man-
aged. It also cuts what
Brexit ground there was
from under Labour's feet. It

tial for a fruitful (if only in
rhetorical terms) summit
with President Macron
another. Longer term, the
normalisation of relations
(remember, the European
Commission had told staff

benefit from being seen to
focus on the issues that do
matter to them, rather than
waging a war with Brussels
over an issue few outside
Northern Ireland care
about.

Yet with opportunities
come risks. Sunak's strate-

All that being said, I have to admit I underestimated the prime min-
ister. Whether through luck or judgment or a combination of both, he
has brought home his deal at a moment when opposition within his
party has largely evaporated. Whether because of boredom with
Brexit, a perception that this leader cannot be replaced, or the preva-
lence of other concerns (net zero, China, tax), the fire seems to have
gone from many Brexiter bellies. Sunak's strategy is clear. He is set-
ting himself up as the practical prime minister practising grown-up
policies aimed at getting things done. The potential advantages of this
approach are clear. It allowed him to ''get Brexit done'' in a way
none of his predecessors managed. It also cuts what Brexit ground
there was from under Labour's feet. It is now hard to manoeuvre the
proverbial fag paper between the Tory and Labour positions on Brexit
- don't hold your breath waiting for '"We'll sign a sanitary and phy-
tosanitary measures agreement - they won't' election posters. Third,
resolution of the standoff over the protocol opens the way to some
easy wins. Re-admittance to the Horizon research programme is one.
The potential for a fruitful (if only in rhetorical terms) summit with
President Macron another.

party has largely evaporat-
ed. Whether because of
boredom with Brexit, a per-
ception that this leader can-
not be replaced, or the
prevalence of other con-
cerns (net zero, China, tax),
the fire seems to have gone
from many Brexiter bellies.
Sunak's strategy is clear. He
is setting himself up as the
practical prime minister
practising grown-up poli-
cies aimed at getting things
done. The potential advan-

is now hard to manoeuvre
the proverbial fag paper
between the Tory and
Labour positions on Brexit
- don't hold your breath
waiting for "We'll sign a
sanitary and phytosanitary
measures agreement - they
won't" election posters.
Third, resolution of the
standoff over the protocol
opens the way to some easy
wins. Re-admittance to the
Horizon research pro-
gramme is one. The poten-

to limit their meetings with
their British counterparts)
will allow for more effec-
tive collaboration across
the board, not least when it
comes to dealing with the
war in Ukraine. And finally,
of course, the British peo-
ple don't really care about
the protocol. They no
longer even care that much
about Brexit - which has
fallen out of the top 10
issues of concerns to the
public. Sunak will probably

gy is designed around the
implicit message that Boris
Johnson really was a bit
useless. That style over
substance is no way to gov-
ern. That the British people
need someone serious in
charge to get things done
and address their priorities.
He seems to have got away
with it so far, but it will
only inflame opinion
among Johnson allies on
the benches behind him.
And there are struggles to

come. A budget that fails to
cut taxes will irritate many
of the same folk. As will the
decision Sunak now seems
destined to take not to press
ahead with winding up
swathes of EU law at the
end of this year (why spend
so much time and energy
building trust with the EU
now if you plan to squander
it all in a few months'
time?). The prime minister
seems to have won this bat-
tle with his party, but there
may be more to come.

Then there is the elec-
toral calculus. Brexit was
the issue that united the
coalition that Boris Johnson
assembled in December
2019. This isn't to say that
leave voters are opposed to
some rapprochement with
the EU: 57% are in favour
of a closer relationship.
That being said, the ques-
tion remains as to how,
given that Brexit is no
longer a dividing line
between the parties and the
prime minister seems intent
on building a collaborative,
rather than competitive,
relationship with Brussels,
he can hold that unwieldy
group together. Ultimately,
of course, the effectiveness
of Sunak's strategy hinges
on his ability to deliver. His
rapprochement with the EU
will not seriously impact on
the state of the UK econo-
my.
Nor, for that matter,
would a good summit with
Macron solve the small
boats crisis. But he has
cleared himself some space
with his Windsor frame-
work, avoided a showdown
with the EU, neutralised it
as an electoral issue and,
for now at least, earned the
plaudits of most of his col-
leagues. Which, at a mini-
mum, is a good start.

Stripping away the Covid secrecy offers a
unique 1nsight into the health crisis of our time

HEN the pan-
demic first hit, it
was feared that

hospital patients would be
the most vulnerable - but
care homes soon turned
out to be the real killing
fields. Within a few
weeks, their residents
were accounting for a
third of all Covid deaths.
Early theories that the
virus had been seeded by
Covid patients discharged
from NHS hospitals in a
panic turned out to be
untrue. The problem, it
seemed, was those coming
in from the local neigh-
bourhood - or "the com-
munity'" - who it was
advised should be tested.
The puzzle is why Matt
Hancock overruled advice
to say that they should not
be tested.

Chris Whitty, the Chief
Medical Officer, had pro-
posed to test everyone
going into care homes - but
Hancock thought this was
too much. This exchange
on the WhatsApp group,
one of 100,000 messages
seen by The Telegraph, is
instructive. Hancock
declared that testing every-
one who goes into care
homes somehow "muddies
the waters". It appears this
was a political decision.

For all the claims to be "fol-
lowing the science", the
Lockdown Files show how
often the diktats were polit-
ical guesswork masquerad-
ing as science. Normal pub-
lic health safeguards had
been the first casualty of
the pandemic. No one,
before Covid, could make
up public health policy on
the hoof. Even adverts on
sugar and salt were
assessed for every possible
unintended consequence
with all aspects weighed
and discussed. As they
should be when lives are at
stake.

You can see the dilem-
ma. When a pandemic was
hurtling towards Britain
with credible estimates that
250,000 could be killed,
there was no time to assess
every policy. The
WhatsApp policy cauldron
was intended to decide
things fast. If you need to
move urgently, you cannot
wait for a study. But then
again, with no studies,
what's to stop major mis-
takes being enforced upon
millions? Moving quickly
was always going to have
to mean making policy mis-
takes. The trick would be to
spot and correct them as
soon as possible. But the
big flaw to this theory is

Fraser Nelson

psychological: politicians
do not like to admit to mis-
takes. If they have made a
big gamble, they find it
hard to accept that they
were wrong. Decades of
studies show this trend
plays quite a big role in pol-
itics: a state of denial sets in
early. New evidence sug-
gesting you did the right
thing is seized on as very
important; evidence to the
contrary is dismissed as
unreliable, biased or just
wrong. This  struggle
against cognitive disso-
nance is human nature, but
is especially acute in politi-
cians. In this way, mistakes
can become embedded.
Over the next few days,
the Lockdown Files will
show how much political
concerns shaped policy -
with "the science” used, all
too often, as verbal dress-
ing. If you suddenly find
out that people don't need
to self-isolate for as long as
you once thought, what do
you do? Apologise, and let
them away earlier? Or
delay sharing the advice to
avoid embarrassment? The
closed-loop decision-mak-
ing process, the confidence
that no one might ever
know, encouraged all kinds

of political misbehaviour.
The instinct to avoid politi-
cal embarrassment - or sim-
ply duck a difficult argu-
ment - is shown to be a cru-
cial factor in several lock-
down decisions. While
shocking, this should not be
so surprising. How else
would politicians act, if
they were convinced that
no one would ever find out?
When the Opposition party
decides not to oppose,
when broadcasters define
"public service" as amplify-
ing the government mes-
sage, who is there to chal-
lenge? And yes, there will
be a Covid inquiry, but it
seems to be moving at the
same pace as the Bloody
Sunday inquiry and may
serve as a device to obscure
rather than uncover the
truth, rather than disclose it.

That's why the
Lockdown Files matter. We
can see, with a degree of
transparency never before
offered to journalists or his-
torians, how some crucial
decisions were made. This
transparency can, right
away, lead to reflection as
to whether we still have a
system that is fit for pur-
pose when (and it will be
when) the next pathogen is

identified and the next
panic starts. The historian
Andrew Roberts told me
recently about the problem
caused by the death of
diaries: historians rely on
them, yet no prime minister
since Macmillan has kept
daily notes. So how are we
to learn from the steps and
missteps of the recent past
if it's all lost to memory?
The difference, Roberts
said, would be WhatsApp
messages - the forum now
for so much of government
discussion. "WhatsApp will
be the Alan Clark diaries of
the future," he said. "They'd
offer an immediacy that
historians have never had
before - if we would ever
come into possession of
them." He didn't see a way
in which we would.

That moment has now
arrived: 2.3 million words
from the messages of those
who decided the fate of
millions at a time when
they probably felt they'd
never have to answer to
anyone. No one really
thought that they were in
the process of building the
most comprehensive real-
time glimpse of govern-
ment documentation that
has ever been made public
in a Western democracy.
Similar conversations will

have happened the world
over, but only in Britain do
we have a chance to see
what those conversations
were. There's an old saying
that there are two things
that you never want to wit-
ness being made: laws and
sausages. So any X-ray into
the political process was
never going to be edifying.
But no one can argue that
publishing the Lockdown
Files is voyeuristic or intru-
sive. The decision made
behind WhatsApp encryp-
tion dictated the most pri-
vate affairs of everyone in
this country: it criminalised
much of human contact,
from worship to visiting
partners to children's sleep-
overs. Those affected are
richly entitled to know
about the decision-making
process, about the evidence
(or lack thereof) that went
behind those decisions.

Those whose children
were ordered out of school
or told to wear a mask,
those banned from visiting
or mourning dying rela-
tives, those whose self-
isolation  period was
extended not for public
health reasons but to save
political blushes: they all
deserve answers. The
Lockdown Files should
provide them.

This deal could have been struck in 2021 - but the
last thing Brexiters wanted was to get Brexit done

Fintan O’Toole

IS the grievance factory
about to shut up shop at
last? The Northern
Ireland protocol is the
last outpost of the once
mighty manufacturing
empire that produced, in
industrial quantities, self-
pitying narratives of
Britons oppressed by
Brussels. Now, perhaps,
that assembly line has
finally juddered to a halt.

The paradox of the
Brexit project for its own
advocates is that its very
success has cut off the
pipeline of complaint that
fed their teeming springs of
outrage. The protocol was
the last excuse for throw-
ing the old shapes, the one
remaining arena in which
the grand game of Euro-
bashing could be played. It
is not surprising that there
are those - Boris Johnson,
much of the European
Research Group (ERG),
part of the Democratic
Unionist party - who can't
bear to part with it. The
most obvious thing about
the deal announced at
Windsor on Monday is that
it shows that there was
always a deal to be done.
As far back as October
2021, the EU formally
accepted that the way the
protocol was being imple-
mented had to be changed.
It made no sense for goods
destined to stay in

Northern Ireland to be sub-
jected to the same checks
as those that were going on
to the Republic and hence
entering the EU.

Pretty much everything
that has now been agreed
was there to be negotiated
two years ago: the sharing
of advance data on exports,
red and green lanes, flexi-
bility on VAT and state aid
rules, an enhanced role for
the assembly in Belfast in
scrutinising new single
market regulations. All that
was ever required was nor-
mal diplomacy at the high
level and nerds lower down
to do the nuts-and-bolts
stuff. So why was this not
done? Why was this row
allowed to become a stand-
off that paralysed politics
in Northern Ireland, when
everyone knows from bit-
ter experience that its polit-
ical vacuums are filled by
malign forces?

First, because of the
inability of the Brexit
ultras to wean themselves
off the "Those Eurocrats
don't like it up 'em" mode
of international relations.
The complete failure of
bluster and posturing in the
negotiation of the overall
withdrawal agreement
taught them nothing. They
remained convinced that
the way to get foreigners to
do what you want is to
shout louder. Hence Boris

Johnson's idiotic Northern
Ireland protocol bill. It
said, in essence: scrap the
protocol that Johnson him-
self begged you for or the
UK will start a trade war
with the EU, alienate the
US, override its own most
basic democratic proce-
dures and declare its con-
tempt for international law
even while attacking
Vladimir Putin for the
same sin. This was never
going to work, but it gave
the zealots the thrill of one
more excursion to the cliffs
at Dover to shake their fists
at the continent.

There was, though, an
even more profound reason
to avoid realistic negotia-
tions on the protocol. The
miasma of craziness that
occludes this whole terrain
emanates from the incon-
venient truth that the proto-
col is, in horse-breeding
parlance, by Johnson, out
of the DUP. It was the DUP
that made it inevitable by
helping to bring down
Theresa  May, whose
"backstop" agreement
would have prevented the
need for any controls on
goods crossing the Irish
Sea. And it was Johnson
who, with his usual mas-
tery of cynical oppor-
tunism, double-crossed the
DUP, created the protocol,

and used it to win an elec-
tion. But all of this had to
be denied. The
Frankensteins had to dis-
own their monster. And the
way to do that was to
indulge in the fantasy that
what they had done could
somehow be undone. This
mirage was conjured from
two impossible demands:
that the protocol be
scrapped and that the
European court of justice
should cease to be the final
arbiter of EU law as it
applied to  Northern
Ireland's operation of the
single market. The beauty
of these demands, for those
who wished to drown the
whole story in obfuscation
and amnesia, was that they
were so fantastical. They
pushed the reality of what
Johnson and the DUP had
achieved - a serious weak-
ening of the union - into a
parallel universe of high
dudgeon and glorious defi-
ance.

Rishi Sunak deserves
credit for rejoining the
reality-based community.
The relative speed with
which the deal has been
done shows the benefits of
trying to function like a
normal government and
seek mutually beneficial
solutions to common prob-
lems. But part of the reality

he has faced is that one part
of the UK - Northern
Ireland - has a very differ-
ent kind of Brexit to all the
others. Agreeing to make
the protocol work is
accepting the immutable
fact that a hard Brexit
means that  Northern
Ireland will become ever
more a place apart within
the UK. That's very diffi-
cult for the DUP to accept
and all the more so because
it is to a very large extent
its own doing. It is hard to
think of a worse strategic
error by any political party
in these islands in modern
times than the defenders of
the union doing so much to
undermine it. It is tough to
come to terms with this
outcome and reasonable to
give the DUP time to adjust
to the fact that it has been
fighting, not a losing battle,
but a battle that was irre-
trievably lost when it put
its fate in the hands of
Johnson.

Yet what alternative
does it have? The deal is a
very good one for
Northern Ireland, most of
whose people will have lit-
tle patience with a rear-
guard action against it.
Sunak has called the bluff
of the DUP's allies in the
ERG and their hand is in
fact very weak - not least
because, in the end, few
people in Britain care very

much about the protocol.
The prospect of a Labour
government will further
diminish the DUP's influ-
ence at Westminster. The
only place it can exercise
power is in Belfast. The
protocol deal, with its
"Stormont brake" on new
EU regulations, gives the
assembly real powers to
block EU regulations - but
only if there is an assem-
bly in the first place. There
are a thousand other rea-
sons why the DUP should
fulfil its responsibilities
and  allow  Northern
Ireland's political institu-
tions to get back to work -
but that has to be, from its
own point of view, the
most compelling.
Exporting Brexit griev-
ances to Belfast was
always much madder and
more pernicious than send-
ing coals to Newcastle.
Northern Ireland has its
own superabundant supply,
flowing through both
green and orange lanes.
The heedless exploitation
of that trade has been one
of the ugliest aspects of the
Brexit debacle. Now that
the last drops of performa-
tive affront have been
squeezed out of this
tawdry drama, perhaps
Britain and Ireland can get

back to the slow and
undramatic business of
reconciliation.
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From displacement to
homecoming: Dispatch from Nigeria

Mohamed Yahya

northeastern Nigeria's Borno

state. Temperatures soared
past 40 degrees Celsius (104
Fahrenheit) as I sat in a
makeshift tent in the town of
Ngarannam in October last year.
The occasion was special: As
many as 3,000 people were
returning to their town after liv-
ing for seven years in Internally
Displaced Person (IDP) camps in
Maiduguri, 50km (31 miles)
away. They had fled their town
as it was razed to ashes by the
Boko Haram armed group.

Among them was Dana Adam, a
widower who lost her husband to a
cholera outbreak in the IDP camp
and who is now the sole provider
for her three children. Adam is one
of millions for whom the conflict
has had a catastrophic impact. But
there is now some hope. Like the
others, she now has a new home in
a rebuilt community that has a
school and police station, market
stalls, solar-powered streetlights
and water boreholes commissioned
by the Borno state government, the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and partners
as part of a joint initiative to
rebuild the Lake Chad Region. For
thousands including Adam and her
children, it is a chance at a begin-
ning, an opportunity to reclaim
what was taken from them: their
memories, a sense of belonging
and their dignity.

Yet as I took the stage to give
the welcome address, 1 found
myself overwhelmed with mixed
emotions. One of satisfaction over
what we have achieved together
but also my own reawakened mem-
ories of loss and incompleteness. I
was forced to leave my maternal
home in Somalia when I was just
three years old. Political repression
in early 1980s Somalia forced my
family to flee and move more than
300 miles (483km) away to the
Kenyan coastal town of Malindi.
While I have little recollection of
the events or circumstances that
brought us to Kenya, I do know

IT was a typically hot day in

that they are the same ones that
would later morph into the full-
blown conflict and political insta-
bility that persists to this day. It
deprives me and millions of other
Somalis of the opportunity for
renewal and reconnection with a
long and fractured relationship

four conflict-affected countries of
Nigeria, Niger, Chad and
Cameroon. The idea is not just to
restore the destroyed buildings and
infrastructure, but to create a sense
of pride and belonging, dignity and
independence. Being involved in a
project that allows communities to

While I have little recollection of the events
or circumstances that brought us to Kenya, 1
do know that they are the same ones that
would later morph into the full-blown con-
flict and political instability that persists to
this day. It deprives me and millions of other
Somalis of the opportunity for renewal and
reconnection with a long and fractured rela-
tionship with home. Ngarannam shows that
an alternative, brighter future is possible for
those displaced by violence like my family
once was. It is a prototype community and
one of eight areas we are developing through
the Regional Stabilization Facility in the
Lake Chad region across the four conflict-
affected countries of Nigeria, Niger, Chad
and Cameroon. The idea is not just to restore
the destroyed buildings and infrastructure,
but to create a sense of pride and belonging,
dignity and independence. Being involved in
a project that allows communities to start
healing the psychological scars of displace-
ment has been a sort of catharsis for me.

with home.

Ngarannam shows that an alter-
native, brighter future is possible
for those displaced by violence like
my family once was. It is a proto-
type community and one of eight
areas we are developing through
the Regional Stabilization Facility
in the Lake Chad region across the

start healing the psychological
scars of displacement has been a
sort of catharsis for me. In design-
ing and reconstructing Ngarannam,
we were keen to ensure the com-
munity played a key role in how
their destroyed town was to be
rebuilt. A team of Nigerian cre-
atives led by the female Nigerian

architect, Tosin Oshinowo, was
brought on board.

They ensured that the ideas and
needs of Adam and other returnees
like her were central to the design.
Because to return home after flee-
ing violence and destruction, one
needs more than rebuilt physical
infrastructure. A sense of security
and fresh ways to make a living
are critical, too. For the families
returning to Ngarannam, it meant
the challenging and overwhelming
process of starting from scratch.
So the town's revival roadmap has
also focused on helping families
build sustainable sources of
income. That includes resources
like grants and training to start
businesses; the construction of
shops for traders; and cattle for
herders. The idea: To help the
community, including women, not
only restart their lives but to do so
with pride. Rediscovering self-
reliance after years of receiving
handouts in IDP camps was never
going to be easy. But, despite

these challenges, many in
Ngarannam have now successful-
ly made the transition.

Determination is winning out over
the fear of starting over. Adam and
women like her were delighted to
return home and get their life and
livelihood back.

"Now we are back to our village
and living in peace," Adam said,
"that alone is an achievement to
me". As the UN collectively con-
tinues to support and find sustain-
able solutions for displaced people,
we are guided by the UN
Secretary-General's action agenda
on internal displacement. This
reminds us all of our collective
obligation to support displaced
people's return to their places of
origin voluntarily and with dignity.
Welcoming the people of
Ngarannam to their homes brought
me an immense sense of pride. It is
my hope that one day I, too, can
walk freely around my place of
birth with the joy and promise I
saw in the eyes of the people of
Ngarannam.

All but one of Scotland’s
cabinet ministers have been white

HO is going to win the
campaign to replace
Nicola Sturgeon as

leader of the Scottish National
party (SNP) and first minister of
Scotland? There are various
facts and qualities we can look
to. For instance, the Scottish
health secretary, Humza Yousaf -
recently tipped as the frontrun-
ner - has won more elections and
held more ministerial posts than
the finance secretary, Kate
Forbes, and the former commu-
nity safety minister, Ash Regan.

Evidence suggests that this kind
of ministerial track record can both
help and hinder prospective candi-
dates in party leadership elections.
But Yousaf also enters the contest
being the only cabinet minister in
the entire 24 years of Scottish
devolution who is not white - the
impact of which is harder to quan-
tify. There are already clues to how
this may play out - in distortions of
a speech that Yousaf made while
the cabinet secretary for justice, in
which he lamented how "for 99%
of the meetings I go to, I'm the only
non-white person in the room".
Social-media users, many of them
seemingly not Scottish, have spun
the speech as though he were "anti-
white", rather than describing
social realities during a parliamen-
tary debate about antiracism.

Over the years, Yousaf has not
been afraid to publicly call atten-
tion to structural racism in
Scotland. The evidence supports
him: across different levels of gov-
ernment in Scotland, minority rep-
resentation is well below the
broader ethnic and racial minority
share of the population. What's
more, ethnic and racial minorities

Nasar Meer

in Scotland are nearly twice as
likely to live in poverty, and there
is a substantial employment gap
and, for those in work, a pay gap -
white Scottish workers earn, on
average, 10% more. It might look
paradoxical from England to see
Yousaf talk about racism in
Scotland given that he's a "nation-
alist", but in Scotland it makes per-
fect sense.

Take this anecdote that Yousaf
has shared about his father. "My
dad just assumed that Scotland was
independent," he says, "and it was
only when he was told that we're
not, he thought, 'Well, that's not
right', and so decided to join [the
SNP]." As far as origin stories go,
especially for someone with an
ambition to lead a nationalist party,
it is conspicuously free of flag-
waving love-of-country sentiment,
but appeals to a sense of responsi-
bility all the same. It is less
"nationalist" in the exclusionary
sense when contrasted with similar
stories from ethnic and racial
minority ministers in the UK gov-
ernment. Suella Braverman, for
example, has often used her fami-
ly's story of arrival to the UK to
justify keeping others from doing
the same. Or note that Yousaf
launched his campaign last week in
Clydebank, somewhere synony-
mous with the heyday of heavy
industries (especially shipbuilding)
and characteristic of the good and
ill of regeneration efforts. These
are not markers of ethnicity or
ways of reassuring Scottish voters
that he will be "tough" on
migrants. They hint at what the
sociologist David McCrone has

long argued is the role of "space",
not merely the role of "tribe", in
contemporary Scottish nationhood.

This is not to say symbolism is
unimportant. When in 2011 Yousaf
was first elected an MSP, he made
his oath of allegiance in Urdu
wearing traditional Pakistani
clothes, and a band of Partick
Thistle FC tartan pinned to his
lapel. His arrival in Holyrood more
broadly corresponded with a cer-
tain confidence in the SNP about
its appeal to ethnic and racial
minorities in Scotland, and the
wider project of national identity
that it wanted to cultivate. In
research I conducted at the time,
one SNP MSP told me they had
"captured nationalism and made it
something positive, and made it
civic". The implication was clear:
as it formed its very first govern-
ment, the SNP would pursue a
broadly inclusive "big tent" nation-
hood that did not anchor itself in
ideas of blood and soil associated
with other minority nationalist par-
ties.

True to the vision, the SNP in
office has broadly maintained its
aversion to the drive for assimila-
tion found in other comparable par-
ties, such as in the Parti Québécois,
with its controversial charter of
values. Hence the white paper
Scotland's Future, which set out the
case for independence, insisted that
"a commitment to multicultural
Scotland will be a cornerstone of
the nation on independence". We
always need, however, to distin-
guish between the identities of
political parties and people's
national identities. Academics such

as McCrone have long shown that
national identities in Scotland don't
mobilise people in a purely party
political fashion, and repeatedly
established that there is no straight-
forward relationship between feel-
ing Scottish and an aspiration for
greater national self-determination
(either in terms of greater devolu-
tion or indeed independence).

Yet Yousaf's trajectory into
nationalist politics does chime with
the phenomenon of Scottish ethnic
and racial minorities consistently
identifying themselves in surveys
with the Scottish nation (either as
Scottish only, or Scottish-British,
or Scottish plus something else).
Scottish-Pakistanis, in particular,
are twice as likely to identify them-
selves as Scottish than their coun-
terparts in England are likely to
identify as English. Though, as my
university colleague Ross Bond
has shown, this does not prevent
them identifying as British too.
This last point is the first to be
made by Labour's leader in
Scotland, Anas Sarwar, who is
buoyed by the prospect of a resur-
gent Labour party in Westminster.
Should Yousaf win the SNP leader-
ship contest, it would see the case
for Scottish independence being
made and contested by two differ-
ent kinds of nationalists (one
favouring independence, the other
the union) who have a shared
record of antiracism. As the SNP
leadership contest picks up and the
racism that each has encountered in
public life becomes even more
febrile, we may well come to
remember this election as a defin-
ing moment for race in Scotland
too.

The Guardian

Russia must end state terror
before it can hope to gain freedom

William Courtney & Philip Wasielewski

Ukraine, Russian President

Vladimir Putin and his ex-
KGB cohort in the Kremlin have
invited disaster on Russia. For
centuries, Russia's secret police
have caused the country harm
and terrorized its people. Only
by easing its deadly grip might
Russians gain freedom.

Since Ivan the Terrible in the
16th century, Russian rulers have
relied on organized terror to
enforce autocratic rule. Ivan had
his oppressive bodyguard corps,
the Oprichniki; later the Romanov
Tsars had their Okhrana. The
Soviets had the Cheka, which was
later renamed the KGB. Today
Russia has its successor organiza-
tion, the FSB, whose agents - and
Putin himself - are often referred
to as Chekists. The use of terror
through  various enforcement
agencies helped propel Russia
from tsarist authoritarianism to
Stalinist totalitarianism. Under the
last three tsars, the Okhrana exe-
cuted 14,000 people. The Cheka
killed over 140,000. Repression
peaked in the 1930s when Stalin's
NKVD shot some 700,000. Later,
the KGB tortured opponents in

IN ordering the invasion of

psychiatric ~ hospitals,  killed
Ukrainian poet Vasyl Stus, human
rights advocate Anatoly

Marchenko, and many other hero-
ic dissidents, and exiled the inspi-

rational nuclear physicist Andrei
Sakharov, widely considered to
have been the Soviet Union's
greatest moral authority.

After the Soviet Union col-
lapsed in 1991, Russian President
Boris Yeltsin made bold political
and economic reforms, but only
reshuffled the KGB. He even
reversed tentative reforms of the
organization, a tragic error. The
KGB's notorious Fifth Directorate,
responsible for censorship and
security against political and reli-
gious dissent, was merely rela-
beled in the FSB. As in the Soviet
era, dissent is brutally crushed in
Russia today. The country is now
more repressive internally and
more aggressive externally than at
any time in its modern independ-
ence.

The extent to which Russians
seem in thrall of - or at least toler-
ant of - abusive secret police is
striking. A poll in 2018 by Russia's
independent Levada polling center
found that only 20% of respon-
dents thought the function of the
feared Cheka was political control.
An apparently more gullible 60%
saw its purpose as fighting sabo-
teurs and crime. Polls also reveal
naive perceptions of today's secu-
rity organs on the part of the
Russian population. A Levada poll

in 2018 showed, incredibly, that 10
times more Russians blamed
British intelligence for the poison-
ing of former Russian spy turned
double agent Sergey Skripal and
his daughter in the U.K. earlier
that year than blamed the Russian
intelligence services. In 2020, a
poll found that Russians saw the
FSB and other secret services as
more important to society than the
government, the media, or the
judiciary.

These indicators do not bode
well for Russia's imminent trans-
formation into a society based on
the consent of the governed and
the rule of law. Some observers are
more optimistic. Exiled Russian
magnate Mikhail Khodorkovsky
and former world chess champion
Garry Kasparov say Putin is living
on "borrowed time" and that the
moment is "ripe for a transition to
democracy." Democracy is unlike-
ly, however, without wholesale
disbandment of the elements of the
security system used against
Russia's own citizens. One model
might be the abolition of East
Germany's hated Stasi secret
police after the 1989 fall of the
Berlin Wall. This quick action, and
permission for citizens to read
their own Stasi files, helped for-
mer East Germans confront an

ugly past.

If a new leadership in Russia
were to pursue a more democratic
path, it might open secret police
archives so that Russians could
finally know the truth of their
oppression. An independent com-
mission could investigate and
reveal the history of the secret
police and their horrors, from the
Ochrana to the FSB. Finally, an
open debate might help Russians
define the kinds of accountable
security institutions they want for
the future. While any nation-state
requires a foreign intelligence and
counterintelligence service, this
function might be separated from
law enforcement in a more demo-
cratic Russia. Both institutions
also could benefit from robust par-
liamentary and judicial oversight.
In the US, this is performed by
well-informed intelligence com-
mittees in Congress and by the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Court.

Noted Soviet political prisoner
Lev Timofeyev observed, "society
will heal only when the KGB is
destroyed." He may have been
right. By eliminating the country's
repressive  security  organs,
Russians might overcome their
pervasive fear and Russia might no
longer pose a threat to its peaceful
neighbors.

The Moscow Times

After a year of
military failure

HERE was perhaps
only one truth spo-

ken during
Vladimir Putin's two-
hour state of the nation
address: that Russia
would suspend its partici-
pation in the New Start
treaty with the US. The
rest was yet another a trip
down the rabbit hole into
the Russian president's
parallel universe.

Those who were antici-
pating a major revelation in
a speech that had been post-
poned from December were
disappointed. In  the
absence of any ground-
breaking advances on the
military  front, many
expected Putin to finally
admit that Russia was at
war in Ukraine. But no, the
"special military operation”
is ploughing on "step by
step”. Not only did he fail
to offer any reassurance to
those who dared hope he
was considering making
some concessions to the
truth that the operation is
not going well, but he also
left the radical pro-war fac-
tion hungry for a more
aggressive approach.

The president stayed
within well-trodden terrain:
the war was started by the
west, and Russia needs to
protect itself from the war-
mongering decadent west
that opened the door to
nazism in the 1930s and
where today pedophilia is
the norm and God is gender
neutral.

He promised financial
benefits to war widows and
the wounded, and praised
the Russian economy's
robust performance under
sanctions, in a country
where automobile produc-
tion is down 67% year on
year and biometric pass-
ports can no longer be
issued because of the lack
of chips. He praised the
dramatic drop in unemploy-
ment while businesses are
suffering from a dire lack
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of human resources due to
the twin blows of mobilisa-
tion and exile.

Then, at the end of the
speech, while some mem-
bers of the audience were
visibly struggling to stay
awake, he delivered the
punchline: Russia is sus-
pending its participation in
the New Start treaty, the
only remaining arms con-
trol agreement between the
US and Russia. It limits the
number of nuclear war-
heads each side is allowed
to have, and provides for
bilateral inspections of each
other's nuclear facilities.

While this sounds dra-
matic, it only formalises a
situation that has been
playing out between the
two nuclear superpowers
since the end of 2022,
when Russia cancelled a
meeting with the US to dis-
cuss the revival of mutual
inspections  that  had
stopped since Covid. The
official closure of the main
forum for dialogue on
nuclear weapons is regret-
table, and increases the
chances of a new nuclear
arms race - but at least all
sides know clearly where
they stand.

Putin continues to make
veiled nuclear threats, and
did so again in this address
when he stated that western
declarations on ensuring a
strategic defeat for Russia
were an existential threat
"to which we know how to
react". Threats to the exis-
tence of the Russian state
allow for a first-use nuclear
strike in Russia's military
doctrine.

Each time Putin makes
these threats, the aim is
clear: frighten western pub-
lic opinion into pressuring
governments to stop arming
Ukraine and force
Zelenskiy to the negotiating
table. It is impossible to
know whether Putin will

carry out his threats. But
one thing is knowable: it is
impossible to negotiate
with someone who uses lies
and blackmail to force his
opponent's hand, because
nothing he says can be
trusted. In his speech, Putin
mentioned his efforts to
bring the west to the nego-
tiating table in late 2021 by
the publication of two so-
called security treaties - one
between Russia and the US,
and one between Russia
and Nato. These were in
fact ultimatums, insisting
that Nato withdrew to its
1997 borders.

Beyond the fact that
Putin knew from the outset
that these conditions were
not acceptable to the US or
to Nato, when one discuss-
es a treaty the presumption
is that both parties were
involved in negotiating it,
and both parties actually
knew that a treaty was
being drafted. By framing
his 2021 ultimatum as a
fake treaty (that he knew
was untenable), Putin is in
fact engaging in a sophisti-
cated disinformation cam-
paign. It laid the ground for
his relentless attempts to
recast the war in Ukraine as
a war with Nato - which is
now the main reason why
the Russian population is
not rising up against the
war as the body bags start
to come home.

Although today's
address by Putin lacked the
drama of his address to his
security council last year,
during which he recognised
the independence of the
Donestk and Luhansk
republics and publicly
humiliated his foreign intel-
ligence chief, it is no less
dramatic in what it por-
tends. Putin has cemented
Russia's withdrawal from
the international order - and
the imprisonment of more
than 140 million Russians
in an empire built on lies
and bloodshed.

A total Russian collapse
1s surprisingly close

S Moscow's latest
Aoﬁ'ensive in Ukraine

slowly but bloodily
cranks up, the next phase
of this ghastly war has well
and truly arrived.
Contrary to expectations,
the Ukrainians are bravely,
and successfully, resisting
the tens of thousands of
fresh Russian recruits
being thrown at them.
Nevertheless, according to
many Western observers,
the chances of a total
Russian collapse in the
coming year are slim.

I am less certain; we could
be surprised. Far from being
cowed, Zelensky's govern-
ment is emboldened. Kyiv is
openly preparing its own
major thrust against Russian
ground forces in the spring.
Vadym Skibitsky, Ukraine's
deputy military intelligence
chief, said this week that this
counter-offensive will aim to
"drive a wedge" between
Crimea and the Russian
mainland. The Ukrainians are
determined to, in his words,
"liberate all occupied territo-
ries - including Crimea".

Now,  General Ben
Hodges, former commander
of US forces in Europe, has
devised a strategy he believes
would not only enable
Ukraine to retake Crimea, but
would precipitate a total
Russian military implosion.
His suggestion is as follows:
isolate the peninsula by pre-
cision strikes against the two
land routes connecting it with
Russian territory - the Kerch
bridge and the corridor that
runs along the Azov sea.
Then follow up with a large-
scale armoured drive towards
the  Azov, penetrating
Russian defences north of
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Crimea, bringing rocket and
artillery systems into closer
range. Russian air, ground
and naval forces in the penin-
sula would then be reduced
by precision strike and bom-
bardment, until the point
when Ukrainian forces could
launch a ground offensive
along the Perekop Isthmus
and into Crimea.

This concerted attack
against the peninsula - isolat-
ing it, neutralising and inflict-
ing severe damage against its
military infrastructure by long
range strikes - would be a
major blow for Russian
morale. In the absence of
decisive battlefield success
elsewhere, it would represent
a defeat for Moscow that it
could not disguise, and could
lead to collapse of Russian
forces in the field and even to
Putin's downfall. I agree that
this is desirable. But - as so
often in this war - without
boosting our support, it is
unachievable. Even this more
limited operation would
demand massively increased
Western assistance, including
many more tanks than have
been promised, much larger
quantities of ammunition, as
well as long-range missile
systems which so far have not
been provided at all. This
additional support would
have to be sustained and that
would mean stepping up
defence industrial production
in the US and Europe beyond
what has been contemplated
so far in this war. To achieve
this is a question of political
will on the Continent, one that
remains shaky. There are
signs now of European lead-
ers pushing Zelensky towards

peace talks with Russia rather
than the defeat of Moscow's
invasion. That was the mes-
sage delivered directly to the
Ukrainian leader in Paris
recently by  President
Emmanuel Macron and
Chancellor Olaf Scholz. Both
their countries have said they
will not be providing new
types of weapons this year.
All talk at the moment is of
future security assistance and
guarantees to Ukraine from
Nato after the war ends, as a
means of pressuring Zelensky
into an accommodation.
Putin  recognises this
wavering of Western support
for Ukrainian offensive
action and will be encour-
aged to press forward his
own offensive to maximise
territorial gains in advance of
any potential negotiations.
He is unlikely to achieve his
full objectives on the battle-
field, but neither will he will-
ingly surrender what he now
holds, which is significantly
greater Ukrainian territory
than when the war began.
With Ukraine denied the
resources for decisive suc-
cess, the scene would then be
set for a period of relative
quiet followed by the next
round of Russian aggression.
General Hodges's plan for
Crimea may be overly opti-
mistic, but he is absolutely
right to suggest that long-
term peace is contingent on
Russian battlefield defeat.
The scenario that Nato lead-
ers are now planning equals
the vanquishment of the West
and the emboldenment of
both Russia and China. It is a
crying shame when the possi-
bility of a total Russian col-
lapse remains within reach.
The Telegraph
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Ambassador of Turkiye
calls on Finance Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of the
Republic of Turkiye to
Pakistan Dr Mehmet Pacaci
Saturday called on Minister
for Finance and Revenue
Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar and discussed future
potential areas for strength-
ening relations especially
on business and investment
between both the countries.

SAPM for Finance
Tariq Bajwa, Special Secre-
tary Finance, Nurettin De-
mir, Turkush Commercial
Councellor, Ali Battal
Country Manager Turkish
Airline, Farhan Akram
CFO Dawlance and senior

officers from Finance
Division and FBR attended
the meeting.

The finance Minister
expressed sympathies on
human and material losses
in the deadly earthquake in
Turkiye.

He said that government
and people of Pakistan are
saddened at the loss of pre-
cious lives and properties in
the devastating earthquake
and stand with the people
of Turkiye in its difficult
time. He further said that
Government of Pakistan is
ready to further extend
relief support to Turkiye.

The minister minister

highlighted the future
potential areas for strength-
ening relations especially
on business and investment
front and extended maxi-
mum facilitation to the
Turkish investors.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Ambassador of the
Republic  of  Turkiye
expressed gratitude for pro-
viding immediate relief
support and necessary to
Turkish brethren in its diffi-
cult time.

The Turkish Ambassador
shared that the Republic of
Turkiye has strong bilateral
ties with Pakistan and
apprised the finance minis-

ter of certain issues related
to Turkish companies oper-
ating in Pakistan.

The two sides further
exchanged views on the
long-standing  religious,
cultural, political, econom-
ic and social ties between
Pakistan and Turkiye.

The economic, trade and
investment  cooperation
between the two countries
was also discussed in the
meeting.

Ambassador Dr. Meh-
met Pacaci, Ambassador of
the Republic of Turkiye
thanked the  Finance
Minister for support and
cooperation.

Pak-China tissue culture lab to
boost local potato production

BEIJING (INP): Pakistan-
China tissue culture lab
will help to boost potato

local production.
According to  China
Economic Net (CEN),

“Most of the potato seeds
in Pakistan highly depend
on imports, hence the price
of local high-quality seeds
is expensive, unaffordable
for many low-income
farmers.

Our tissue culture labo-
ratory is committed to pro-
ducing high-quality pota-
toes locally, reducing our
dependence on foreign
seeds,” Dr Babar Ijaz, per-
son in charge of overseas
projects, Shandong
Rainbow Agricultural
Technology Co., Ltd, told
the reporter in an exclusive
interview with  China
Economic Net.

Potato is one of the rare
cases in which Pakistan is
not just self-sufficient for
domestic use but also an
exporter. Last year, floods
have devastated many
kinds of crops in Pakistan,
while potato production
soared to 7.937 million
tonnes in FY22 from 5.873
millon tonnes in FY21, up
by 35 percent as floods did
not hit Punjab which is a
hub of potato production.
By contrast, Pakistan
imports 20,000 tons of
potato seeds every year.

“Potato is not a crop for

Court Notices

In the Court of Saima
Ehsan  Civil  Judge
II/Allaga Qazi Buner at
Daggar. Case No.14/1.
Institution 17/1/2023.
Date of hearing. 8/3/2023.
Hamza s/o Zafar Khan
VS Mezullah Khan etc.
Notice to no 2.
Zahidullah. 3. Amer. 4.
Abdul Samad Khan. 6.
Mushtaq sons of
Saifullah resident of
Torwarsak tehsel Daggar
district Buner.

Whereas in the above
mentioned case the men-
tioned defendants can not
be served in the ordinary
way, it is, therefore, pro-
claimed that if the said
defendants will/shall not
appear personally or
through dually author-
ized agent or pleader in
the court at 8.30 am
dated 8/3/2023 the pro-
ceeding will be taken ex-
parte.

Given under my hand
and seal of this Court.

siesfesiesiesieskesiesiesiesiesiesieskesk

In the Court of Saima
Ehsan  Civil  Judge
II/Allaga Qazi Buner at
Daggar. Case No0.360/1.
Institution  4/10/2021.
Date of hearing.
11/3/2023. Gul Baz Khan
VS Bakht Zamen etc.
Notice to no 13/1.Mst
Banu widow Amanullah
Khan. 13/2. Liaqat
Ali.13/4. Murad Ali sons
of Amanullah resident of
Krapa tehsel Daggar dis-
trict Buner. Whereas in
the above mentioned case
the mentioned defendants
can not be served in the
ordinary way, it is, there-
fore, proclaimed that if
the said defendants
will/shall not appear per-
sonally or through dually
authorized agent or
pleader in the court at
8.30 am dated 11/3/2023
the proceeding will be
taken ex- parte.

Given under my hand
and seal of this Court.

Lost & Found

I have lost booking
form #TRP706200 of
Bahria Town Karachi in
name of Zakir Hussain.
Upon finding, contact
0333-9330119.

poor people because its ini-
tial cost of production is
high. 35-40 percent of the
cost goes to seeds,” said
Syed Ijaz ul Hassan,
Director of the Sahiwal
Potato Research Institute.

Facing such a status
quo, Pakistani and Chinese
enterprises have been
working hard to find
opportunities for coopera-
tion.

“In addition to seed pro-
duction, related potato by-
products are also welcome
Chinese invests. Besides,
mechanized harvesting,
pest control are also full of
opportunities,” Dr Babar
[jaz added.

“The most common
potato diseases in Pakistan
include early blight, stem
rot and so on. In contrast,
Chinese varieties are more
resistant to pests and dis-
eases with higher yields,
which 1is exactly what
Pakistan needs to learn to
improve our own potato

germplasm.”
“As early as 2018,
Rainbow had signed a

memorandum of under-
standing with Pakistan’s
Beaconhouse Group. This
year, most of our work that
was delayed due to the epi-
demic began to accelerate,”
said Fan Changcheng,
Deputy General Manager
of Rainbow.

“In  order to build
Pakistan’s largest potato
tissue culture lab,

Shandong Academy of
Agricultural Sciences has
also invested in our plan.
At present, a small-scale
tissue culture facility of the
first phase of the lab is
under planning, with a goal
of producing 500 mu (33.3
hectares), equivalent to
about 1,500 tons of potato
seeds, and the second
phase will be expanded to
10,000 tons,” Mr. Fan
added.

As Mr. Fan said, since
the current situation that
Pakistan’s potato seeds are
dependent on imports,
increasing the supply of
local seeds can save pre-
cious foreign exchange
reserves and increase the

income of farmers.

If Pakistan can realize
the large-scale production
of local high-quality pota-
toes, in addition to meeting
domestic needs, it can also
export products to other
countries, such as Arab
countries.

“At present, Rainbow
and Qatar’s vegetable insti-
tutions also have in-depth
cooperation. Such a long-
term plan not only help
Pakistan potato producers
get rid of import depend-
ence, but also earn foreign
exchange,” Mr. Fan stated.

Such viewpoint was
echoed by Dr Babar ljaz,
“First of all, we must
ensure the localized pro-
duction of high-quality
seeds, and at the same time
improve planting technolo-
gy and mechanization
level.

Then we might be able
to export potatoes to other
countries. We have a huge
potential for countries that
have smaller land areas or
don’t produce much of
their own potatoes.”

Chumber Of COmmerte &lndusiry
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SARGODHA: Federal Minister for Indust;‘ies and Commerce Tasneem

Ahmed Qureshi addressing to Chamber of Commerce.

Withdrawal of power sector
subsidy to hit exports

LAHORE (APP): Feder-
ation of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) has expressed
apprehension that with-
drawal of power sector
subsidy would put coun-
try’s exports on further
decline.

The FPCCI President
Irfan Igbal Sheikh told
media here Saturday that
exports had for the last six
months been decreasing
i.e. August 2022 -
February 2023 as per the
data released by Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

He added that according
to latest statistics,
Pakistan’s exports had
declined by a hefty 18.67
per cent in February 2023
on a YoY (year on year)
matrix from US $ 2.83 bil-
lion in February 2022 to

US $ 231 billion in
February 2023, which
called for emergent meas-
ures to cope with trend.

Irfan Igbal Sheikh said
that power subsidy had to
end by June 2023 with a
tangible possibility of
renewal or renegotiation.
However, the government
had withdrawn it for
export-oriented industries
as well.

FPCCI President said
that textiles and its allied
products had lion’s share in
the country’s exports and
they had achieved the num-
ber of US $ 19.3 billion
exports in FY 22 through
their hard work, entrepre-
neurship, competitiveness
and resilience in the face of
COVID-induced chal-
lenges as well.

On this occasion, FPCCI

Senior  Vice President
Suleman Chawla said that
textile industry was suffer-
ing on multiple counts: (i)
unavailability of sufficient
quantities of domestically
produced cotton due to
floods and continuously
reducing crop area (ii)
import of cotton on a more
than 50 percent devalued
rupee in a short-span of
less than one year; which
accounted for 60 per cent
of the total cost of produc-
tion of textiles (iii) unavail-
ability of dollars to settle
import LCs for raw materi-
als & machinery (iv)
demurrage, container and
terminal charges (v) acute
shortages of raw material
of cotton; resulting in clo-
sure of many textile units
(vi) additionally, the with-
drawal of power subsidy.

Meeting held at SCCI to
discuss 1ssues

SIALKOT (APP): A meet-
ing was held at the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) under the
chairmanship of President
Abdul Ghafoor Malik here
on Saturday.

In the meeting, trade
bodies and the association
were called in to discuss
issues faced by the
Industry.

During the meeting, it
was resolved that a joint
agenda pertaining to issues
of the Industry of Sialkot
would be taken up with the
government.

Presiding over the meet-

ing, President Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) Abdul
Ghafoor Malik said that a
common agenda related to
problems of Sialkot indus-
try would be shared with
the federal government and

hoped the government
would take steps to resolve
problems.

He said the main pur-
pose of inviting chairmen
and representatives of all
associations to the Sialkot
Chamber was to come up
with a collective plan for
promotion and protection
of the export industry.

The  meeting was
attended by Group Leader
Surgical Association
Jahangir Babar Bajwa,
Chairman of Pakistan
Sports Goods
Manufacturers and Expo-
rters Association (PSG-
MEA) Arshad Latif Butt,
Chairman Hosiery Manu-
facturers and Exporters
Association  Musharraf
Ahmed Khawaja, Chai-

rman Pakistan Gloves
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association

(PGMEA) Ejaz Chaudhry
and the business commu-
nity.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassado

r of Republic of Turkiye Dr. Mehmet Pacaci meeting with Federal Minister

for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar at Finance Division.

Gold prices
dip by
Rs.1,600 to
Rs, 200,000

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
per tola price of 24 karat
gold decreased by Rs.1,600
and was sold at Rs.200,000
on Saturday against its sale
at Rs.201,600 the previous
day, All Sindh Sarafa
Jewellers Association
reported. The price of 10
grams of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs.1,372 to
Rs.171,468 from
Rs.172,840 whereas the
price of 10 gram 22 karat

gold decreased to
Rs.157,179  from  Rs.
158,436 respectively.

The price of per tola and
ten gram silver remained
unchanged at Rs.2,140 and
1,834.70 respectively. The
price of gold in the interna-
tional market increased by
US$8 to $1,856, the associ-
ation reported.

China’s road
logistics
price index
up in Feb

BEIJING (APP): China’s
road logistics price index
went up in February amid
sound recovery of the
transportation sector,
industry data showed.

The index came in at
103.4 last month, up 5.2
percent year on year,
according to a survey joint-
ly conducted by the China
Federation of Logistics and
Purchasing and the Guan-
gdong Lin’an Logistics
Group.

The sub-indices for all
types of vehicles rose from
the same period of last year,
with that for full truckload
logistics, which mainly
measures bulk commodity
and regional transportation,
rising 4.5 percent year on
year, said the survey.

It attributed the price
growth to the stronger
vitality of market entities
and better market supply
and demand as the coun-
try’s economic operation
continuously improved.

The survey was also
upbeat about the perform-
ance of the sector in the
future, emphasizing the
further expansion of dom-
estic demand amid China’s
strong economic rebound.

China crucial
to mobile
industry’s

ecosystem

BARCELONA (APP):
Chinese companies are cru-
cial to the ecosystem of the
entire mobile industry,
experts from GSMA, an
industry group representing
the world’s biggest mobile
phone operators, told Xinh-
ua in recent interviews.
During the Mobile World
Congress (MWC) 2023 in
Barcelona, some media

questioned whether Chinese |

companies such as Huawei
and ZTE were eligible to
participate following the
“entity list” issued by the
United Stats. A spokesper-
son for GSMA, organizer of
the congress, told Xinhua
that the association was
fully allowed to conduct
activities with companies
such as Huawei and ZTE.

“Part of our role, as a
global industry association,
is precisely to align techno-
logical developments for the
benefit of people, industries
and society in a fragmented
geopolitical environment,”
the spokesperson said.
Companies such as Huawei
“have always been impor-
tant partners of GSMA and
an important part of our
ecosystem. We will not shut
out Huawei and ZTE,” said
Lara Dewar, chief market-
ing officer (CMO) for
GSMA.

Ambassadors show
keen interest in RCCI
Education Summit, Expo

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Foreign ambassadors have
shown keen interest in
Saturday’s two-day interna-
tional education summit
and expo organized by the
Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(RCCI).

Syrian Ambassador Dr
Rameez Al-Rai, Indonesian
Ambassador Adam Togyu
and Moroccan Ambassador
Mohamed Karmoune visit-
ed the stalls set up by vari-
ous universities at the
Education Expo and took
the information.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Indonesian Envoy
Adam Tugio said that
Kemitraan Negara

Berkembang (KNB) pro-
gramme was being offered
to Pakistani students, and
added that it would provide
an opportunity for local stu-
dents to pursue post-gradu-
ate degrees in Indonesian
universities.

The RCCI International

Summit and Expo bring an
excellent opportunity for all
interested students to gain
first-hand information on
various Indonesian scholar-
ships and international pro-
grams, he added. Adam
Tugio said that students
would be acquainted with
all the relevant information
on the scholarship pro-
grams of their preference.
Earlier, Chamber
President Saqib Rafiq said,
“we have to bring such an
education system that
attracts  young people
towards business, and they
can get jobs.” The govern-
ment must increase the edu-
cation budget and make
policies according to the
demand of the industry.
Earlier, Commissioner
Rawalpindi Liaquat Ali
Chatha inaugurated the
summit and visited differ-
ent corners established by
different universities and
education institutes. In his
address, he said that it is a

great initiative and effort of
the Rawalpindi Chamber to
conduct an international
educational summit.

He said that education is
a way to identify oneself
and plays a vital role in the
development of a nation

and society. Laiqat fur-
ther said that such expos
were important for career
counselling too.

A panel discussion was
also held on the occasion of
the conference in which the
speakers emphasized
increasing the communica-
tion between the industry
and academia.

The conference’s pur-
pose was to increase com-
munication between indus-
try and academia in view of
contemporary challenges,
to discuss and find solu-
tions to problems related to
emerging technology and
employment opportunities,
e-commerce, scholarships,
expensive education and
industry demand.

Chairman PEMRA assures
ICCI of 1ssuing Radio, TV
licenses on priority basis

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) led by
President ICCI Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari held a meeting
with Chairman PEMRA
Muhammad Saleem Baig in
his office and discussed
with him the plan of start-
ing an ICCI radio and TV
channel. Wakil Khan, Dire-
ctor General Licensing,
PEMRA was also present
on the occasion.

Addressing the delega-
tion, the Chairman PEMRA
appreciated the plan of
ICCI to start its own radio
and TV channel and
assured that he would issue
their license on priority
basis after fulfilling the
documentary requirements.

He further assured that
he would fully cooperate
with the ICCI for the com-
pletion of this important
project, as it would benefit
the business community
and and the economy.

He said that the ICCI

should coordinate  with

foreign universities for
providing quality business
education to students to
meet the needs of business-
es and industries.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ahsan Zafar Bakhta-
wari, President ICCI
briefed the Chairman
PEMRA about the aims and
objectives of starting
radio and TV channels.

He said that these chan-
nels would educate the
young generation about
the importance of exports
promotion, which the coun-
try desperately needs at this
time. He said these chan-
nels would promote busi-
ness role models for youth
to motivate them to launch
business start ups and cre-
ate jobs for others.

He said that Pakistan’s
business and economic
potential will be highlight-
ed to attract local and for-
eign investment to
Pakistan. He said that
prominent business leaders
and economists will be
invited on radio and TV

channels to discuss the key
issues of economy and find
their optimum  solutions.
He said that these chan-
nels will create better
awareness in the business
community about various
business & economic
issues to facilitate them in
business development.

He said that the chan-
nels will focus on
expanding the tax base and
identifying new exports
markets for Pakistan. He
hoped that with the support
of PEMRA, ICCI would
soon be able to start its own
radio and TV channel.

Engineer Azhar ul
Islam Zafar, Vice President
ICCI, said that many TV
channels normally high-
light negative aspects of
Pakistan while the ICCI
radio and TV channels
would highlight the posi-
tive aspects of Pakistan to
promote a soft image of the
country. He said self-made
business persons would be
promoted by highlighting
their achievements.

Tesla recalls 3,470
Model Y vehicles over
loose bolts

WASHINGTON (Reuters):
Tesla Inc (TSLA.O) said it
is recalling 3,470 2022
through 2023 Model Y
vehicles in the United
States because bolts secur-
ing the second-row seat-
back frames may not have
been securely tightened,
according to a filing made
public Saturday.

The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administ-

a -

ratién (NHTSA) éaid a _

loose seat frame bolt may
reduce seat belt system per-
formance, increasing injury
risks during a crash.

Tesla told NHTSA it has
identified five warranty
claims since December that
may be related to these con-
ditions. Tesla said it was
not aware of any injuries or
deaths that may be related
to the recall issue.

Tesla will inspect bolts
securing second-row driver-
side and passenger-side seat
back frames to the lower
seat frames and if needed
tighten them to specifica-
tions. In December, a Tesla
supplier implemented impr-
oved process controls along
with improved training and
supervision to ensure bolts
are torqued to specifica-
tions, the automaker said.
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BN Polo face
FG Polo
in final of
2nd President
Polo Cup

LAHORE (APP): BN Polo
will vie against FG Polo in
the title clash of the presti-
gious 2nd President of
Pakistan Polo Cup 2023
tomorrow (Sunday) here at
the Jinnah Polo Fields.
President of Pakistan Dr.
Arif Alvi will grace the
final as chief guest and
will witness and enjoy
the enthralling and excit-
ing final.

This was announced by
Secretary of Jinnah Polo
Fields, Major Ali Taimur
(R), sponsors Takmeel
Square CEO Dr Kamran
Fazal, Saira Fazal, Director
Marketing  Agha  Ali
Hussain and foreign play-
ers of all the teams were
also present on the occa-
sion. Team BN Polo, one of
the finalists, includes Baber
Naseem, Roberto Arias,
Hamza Mawaz Khan and
Tito Ruiz Guinazu while
Team FG Polo, the other
finalist side, includes Mian
Abbas Mukhtar, Saqib
Khan Khakwani, Ramiro
Zavaleta and Raul
Laplacette. Maj Ali Taimur
(R) said that the eight top
teams in the tournament
competed against each
other for two weeks, after
which the top two teams —
BN Polo and FG Polo —
qualified for the main final.

He said that both the
umpires are from England,
while each team has two

foreign players of
Argentina, Spain and
England. Dr. Kamran

Fazal, CEO of Sponsors
Takmeel Square, said that
he is very happy to promote
and support the historic
sport of Polo, the game of
kings and knights. “Polo
has been gaining popularity
with each passing day and
we will continue to support
this beautiful game.”

Shaheer
wins Asian
Continental
boxing title

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Pakistani boxer
Shaheer Afridi has won the
Asian Continental title by
defeating the Thai boxer.
Shaheer Afridi won the
Middleweight World
Boxing Council silver belt
title in the third round.
Thai boxer Sampoth Seesa
could not defend his title.
He was challenged by
Shaheer Afridi. Shaheer
announced his title to be
named after the martyrs of
the Karachi Police Office
attack. Shaheer belongs to
Sindh ~ Police  Rapid
Response Force (SPRRF).
After winning the compe-
tition, Shaheer Afridi in
his message dedicated his
victory to the martyrs of
the Karachi police office
and the Peshawar attack.

Wimbledon
to scrap

Russia player |#

ban: reports

LONDON (Agencies):
British tennis chiefs are set
to abandon their controver-
sial ban on Russian and

Belarusian players ahead of ||

this year’s Wimbledon
championships, it was
reported.

Following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine last year,
the UK’s governing Lawn
Tennis Association (LTA)
came under pressure from
the British government to
impose a ban.

Russian and Belarusian
players were eventually
barred from all five ATP
tournaments staged by the
LTA, including the long-
standing Queen’s Club
event in London.

The All England Lawn
Tennis Club (AELTC),
which runs Wimbledon,
imposed a similar suspen-
sion. But Britain’s Daily
Telegraph reported
Friday: “All expectations
suggest that the AELTC
will lower the ban on
Russians and
Belarusians”.

However, it added play-
ers from those countries
may need to sign a declara-
tion promising they will not
“promote or  glorify”
Russia president Vladimir
Putin’s war in any way dur-
ing the tournament.

Jon Wertheim, of the
US-based Sports
Illustrated magazine,
tweeted: “Hearing that
@Wimbledon and the
LTA will NOT repeat last
year’s decision to prohibit
the Russians/Belarusians
from competing.”

LAHORE: Sam Billings scored a half-century.

Billings, Abdullah, Rashid
lead Lahore Qalandars'
21-run victory

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Table-toppers
Lahore Qalandars put anoth-
er fantastic performance on
Saturday night at the
Gaddafi Stadium to defeat
Multan Sultans by 21 runs.

Sam Billings’ maiden
half-century of the season
and Abdullah Shafique’s 48
helped Lahore Qalandars to
180 for nine after which a
splendid show with the
ball, in which Rashid Khan
stood out with three for 15,
restricted Multan Sultans to
159 for seven.

Lahore Qalandars lost
Fakhar Zaman on only third
ball of the match after
Shaheen Afridi elected to
bat. Abdullah made his
intentions clear from the

first ball as he drove
Sameen Gul down the
ground for a boundary. The
right-hander has been in
good touch this season and
his bat continued to ooze
runs as he added 50 runs for
the second wicket with
Mirza Tahir Baig (17 oftf 11)
and 69 for the third with
Billings in an innings of 35
balls in which he smashed
six fours and a six.

Billings smashed six
fours and two sixes in his
35-ball 54 before he
became Kieron Pollard’s
second wicket. The all-
rounder had caught and
bowled Abdullah earlier.
Anwar Ali, Thsanullah and
Abbas Afridi also took two
wickets each.

Multan Sultans had a

slow start to the run chase
than they would have liked
and they faced first blow in
the seventh over when
Shaheen took a brilliant
catch to send back Shan
Masood (19 off 20) off
Zaman Khan. They sent in
Usama Mir at one-drop, but
that gamble did not pay off,
as the leg-spinner could
only muster 17 off 11 — hit-
ting one six and a four.
Mohammad Rizwan was
trapped in front by Sikandar
Raza in the 10th over, but
the actual turning point
came when Rashid dis-
missed Usama and David
Miller in a span of four balls
in the 11th over. The leggie
bowled Rilee Rossouw in
his next over — 13th of the
innings — to reduce Multan

Sultans to 87 for five.

Pollard did put up a
show with the bat towards
the end, but by then, it was
all too late. The West Indian
hit three sixes and two
fours in his 39 off 28.

Rashid finished with
incredible figures of three
for 15

Scores in brief:

Lahore Qalandars 180-9,
20 overs (Sam Billings 54,
Abdullah  Shafique 48;
Kieron Pollard 2-16, Anwar
Ali 2-21, Abbas Afridi 2-
25, Thsanullah 2-33)

Multan Sultans 159-7,
20 overs (Kieron Pollard
39, Mohammad Rizwan 30;
Rashid Khan 3-15)

Player of the match —
Rashid Khan (Lahore
Qalandars).

Arsenal stage
thrilling fightback to

maintain five-point
lead over Man City

MANCHESTER
(Agencies): Arsenal recov-
ered from conceding the sec-
ond fastest goal in Premier
League history as Reiss
Nelson's stoppage-time strike
gave the Premier League
leaders a thrilling 3-2 win
over Bournemouth after title
rivals Manchester City beat
Newecastle 2-0 on Saturday.

Mikel Arteta's side were
trailing by two goals with
just over half an hour left.

But the Gunners showed
they can cope with the pres-
sure of the title race with a
remarkable comeback that
kept them five points ahead
of second placed City.

"I'm incredibly happy. It
was just mad. It was a really
special win and it took until
the last second to earn it,"
Arteta said. Arsenal hadn't
even touched the ball when
Philip Billing gave second-
bottom Bournemouth the
lead after just 9.11 seconds
with a clinical finish from
inside the Gunners area.

The quickest goal in
Premier League history was
scored by Shane Long after
7.69 seconds for
against

Southampton

Watford in 2019. Arsenal
fell further behind in the
57th minute as Marcos
Senesi escaped Thomas
Partey to glance a header
past Aaron Ramsdale from a
corner. Partey made amends
for his slack marking five
minutes later when he
reduced the deficit with a
close-range finish from
Emile Smith-Rowe's header.

Underlining their desire
to win a first title since
2004, Arsenal seized the
momentum and equalised
through Ben White's pow-
erful finish from Nelson's
cross in the 70th minute.

Nelson completed
Arsenal's incredible revival
in the seventh minute of
stoppage-time when the sub-
stitute produced a superb
finish from 20 yards to spark
scenes of wild celebration all
around the  Emirates
Stadium. "They never gave
up. We want to stay there (at
the top) for as long as possi-
ble," Arteta said.

Earlier on Saturday, City
rode their luck in a 2-0 win
over Newcastle at the
Etihad Stadium. Phil Foden
and Bernardo Silva scored

the goals for the champi-
ons, who were let off the
hook by a series of glaring
misses from the visitors.

Sean Longstaff, Callum
Wilson and Joelinton were
all guilty of not even forc-
ing Ederson into a save as
fifth placed Newcastle suf-
fered another blow to their
hopes of a top-four finish.

"It was an incredibly
good result for us because it
was a tricky game," City
boss Pep Guardiola said.

- Potter gets a break -

Wesley Fofana eased the
pressure on Chelsea boss
Graham Potter as the
French defender sealed a 1-
0 win against Leeds at
Stamford Bridge. Fofana
put Chelsea in front with his
first league goal for the club
seven minutes after half-
time, the former Leicester
centre-back rising to head
home from Ben Chilwell's
corner. It was Chelsea's first
goal in 396 minutes and just
their second in seven games
in all competitions.

The 10th placed Blues
held on for just their third
win in their last 16 games in
all competitions.

e

MANCHESTER: Newcastle's Jamaal Lascelles hea_:is the ball over Manchester
City's Jack Grealish during the English Premier League soccer match.
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David Warner
wants to know
when he can
join PSL
PERTH (INP): David
Warner, Australian opener,
known for his aggressive
batting style expressed his
eagerness to play for Lahore

Qalandars in the Pakistan
Super  League  (PSL).

Commenting on an |

Instagram post shared by
Qalandars’ spin maestro
Rashid Khan hailing the heat

of the LQ’s game against ||

Quetta Gladiators, he wrote,
“When can I play”.
Last year

Warner, while talking to the
virtual press conference,
had revealed the reason
behind his not participating
in the marquee event so far.
“We are often playing
international cricket during
the window of the PSL.
That is the reason why I
could not take part in the
tournament,” he said.

Medvedev
wins in Dubai

for third title

DUBAI (AP): Daniil
Medvedev won his 18th
tour-level title and third in
a row by beating Andrey
Rublev 6-2, 6-2 in an all-
Russian final at the Dubai

Championships on
Saturday.
The former No. 1

extended his winning
streak to 14 matches in a
that started on

ed back-to-back trophies in
Rotterdam and Doha.

Medvedev, on the sec-
ond longest winning streak
of his career, broke Rublev
twice in each set and won
the last five games on the
hard court. Rublev was the
defending champion but
quickly fell behind as he
couldn’t hold his serve in
the opening game.

“It’s amazing because
the start of the year was
not perfect,” Medvedev
said on court after defeat-
ing his good friend. “So I
was doubting a lot, and
now it just feels better.”
Medvedev  gave top-
ranked Novak Djokovic
his first defeat of the year
in the semifinals.

Football event
continued for
second consecutive

during | |
Australia’s tour to Pakistan, ||

day in Wana

&

PP): The competitions under “Football
Championship” continued for the second consecutive day.

A communiqué, issued from Wana Scouts Stadium,
states that Ghwa Khwa Combine Football Club made it
into the finals while scoring 4 goals against A.S. Football
Club Wana. Large numbers of people from different
walks of life including students and sports lovers
thronged the Wana Scouts Stadium to enjoy the match.

The event was reported of full excitement and curiosi-
ty as the participant's teams throughout the tournament
exhibited excellent skill and performance.

More than 50 teams/clubs including 14 locals are par-
ticipating the tournament, organized by Pak Army. The
residents lauded the efforts of the Pak Army for providing
sports opportunities to inhabitants.
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Skier Shiffrin
locks up overall
title, still
chases win 86

KVITFJELL (AP):
American skier Mikaela
Shiffrin accomplished what
she called “the big, big goal
for me this season.” But it
wasn’t a record-tying 86th
career victory.

Shiffrin on Saturday
locked up her fifth overall
World Cup title, widely
regarded as ski racing’s
biggest prize, by tying for
fifth place in a downhill.

“That’s really amazing.
That (overall title) was like
the big, big goal for me this
season,” Shiffrin said. “I had
such a big focus on it that I
was even talking about it in
interviews in the beginning
of the season. Normally I
don’t talk about it so much
because it takes a long time
to figure out if you can do
it.” The American’s quest
for another race win was
extended by at least another
day, as she was set to com-
pete in a super-G Sunday.

Shiffrin needs one victory
to match Ingemar Stenmark
’s total on the all-time overall
winners list — between men
and women. The Swede
competed in the 1970s and
80s. Shiffrin broke a tie on
the all-time women’s list
with former American team-
mate Lindsey Vonn in
January. Vonn had 82 wins
when she retired in 2019.

Saturday’s race was won
by home favorite Kajsa
Vickhoff Lie, who became
the first Norwegian woman
to win a downhill in the 56-

{| year history of World Cup

skiing. “We are so used to the
(Norwegian) men winning
downhills, so I didn’t even
know that before this sea-
son,” Lie said. “For me, I
wanted to win a downhill,
that’s been my dream. And
it’s always been a dream of
me to have a home race, to
have everybody here. I want-
ed to give them a show.”

Sofia Goggia finished
0.29 seconds behind in sec-
ond as the Italian secured
the season-long downhill
title again. “I feel great, I
mean, it’s my fourth down-
hill globe, the third in a
row, I'm really happy about
that,” Goggia said.

Not taking wickets cost
us the game: Rossington

ISLAMABAD (APP): on late Friday.

Karachi Kings’ wicketkeep-
er-batter Adam Rossington
believes the inability to get
wickets in the middle overs
was the reason behind their
close six-wicket defeat
against Islamabad United in
the 19th match of the
Pakistan Super League.
Rossington, who played
a crucial 20-run knock up
the order, spoke to the
media here and expressed
his disappointment over the
Kings’ six-wicket defeat
against United before
asserting that the game got
away from his side in the
wicketless middle period.
“It is disappointing obvi-
ously to lose another game
on the bounce. I think we
probably got to a par score
and our captain played real-
ly well,” said Rossington
after the end of the match

“And then, a few early
wickets got us into the
game, | think it was just
that middle period in which
we couldn’t take wickets,
that’s where the game got
away from us and those two
lads [Azam Khan and
Faheem Ashraf] played
really well and didn’t really
give us a chance,” he said.

Rossington then went on
to term Kings’ total a
roundabout par after a slow
start before asserting that
the ordinary bowling cost
them a crucial match.

“I think it was probably
roundabout par from where
we were especially, we lost
early wickets and still took
it to 202. Obviously, our
captain played brilliantly
again today to get us to
what was probably a par
score or maybe we could

have added 10 more,” said
Rossington.

“I think we’ve been pretty
good on the hold with the bat
so far, it’s just with the ball,
other day we were a bit
expensive at the death and
today it was the middle peri-
od, not taking wickets. I think
it’s one of the things that if
you can take wickets and get
new batters coming at the
crease, it’s always easier to
slow down the score,” he said.

It may be mentioned that
the Kings remained at the
fifth position with four
points in eight matches in
the PSL 8 standings with a
narrow six-wicket defeat
against Islamabad United.

Kings’ skipper Imad’s
brilliant knock of 92 runs
off just 54 balls went in
vain as Azam Khan’s
quickfire 72 sealed the deal
for the United.

10 foreign players from seven countries named
in squads for women's matches

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Cricket Board today
unveiled the two women’s squads for the
three Women’s League exhibition
matches, which will be played ahead of
the HBL PSL 8 matches in Rawalpindi
on 8, 10 and 11 March. The women’s
matches will start at 2pm and will be fol-
lowed by the men’s matches at 7pm.

Bismah Maroof will captain Amazons,
which include Ireland’s Laura Delany,
England’s trio of Lauren Winfield-Hill,
Maia Bouchier and Tammy Beaumont,
and Australia’s Tess Flintoff. Nida Dar
will lead the Super Women, which will
also comprise Sri Lanka’s Chamari
Athapaththu, Danni Wyatt of England,
Jahanara Alam of Bangladesh, South
Africa’s Laura Wolvaardt and Lea
Tahuhu of New Zealand.

This means world’s 10 leading for-
eign players from seven countries will
be represented in the three matches,
which are billed as soft launch of the
Pakistan Women’s League, which is
tentatively planned for September.

These 10 foreign stars will be
accompanied by Pakistan’s 20 elite
players, four U19 players who fea-
tured in the recently held ICC U19
Women’s T20 World Cup (Areesha

Fatima, Shawaal

position, followed by Jahanara (60th).

experience will provide a great learning

Syeda Aroob Shah, Syeda Masooma

Zahra and Tuba Hassan

Zulfigar and Syeda Aroob Shah) and
two emerging cricketers (Fatima
Khan and Syeda Masooma Zahra).

The 36 cricketers have been equally
divided into two sides with the playing
line-ups to include a maximum of four and
minimum of three foreign players and a
minimum of one emerging or U19 player.
Of the 10 foreign players, eight cricketers
recently featured in the ICC Women’s T20
World Cup 2023 in South Africa with
Delany and Athapaththu captaining
Ireland and Sri Lanka, respectively.

South Africa’s Laura Wolvaardt is
one of the biggest stars in women’s
cricket. She was selected in the Team
of ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 2023
and is the sixth-ranked batter in the
world. Similarly, Danni Wyatt is one
of the recognisable names in women’s
cricket following her 1,776 ODI and
2,369 T20I runs. Along with Suzie
Bates of New Zealand, Wyatt is the
second most capped T20I player with
143 matches, eight matches behind
India’s Harmanpreet Kaur.

In the ICC rankings for batters,
Athapaththu is ranked 11th and is fol-
lowed by Wyatt (16th), Beaumont
(44th) and Delany (61st). Tahuhu is the
highest-ranked foreign bowler in eighth

Pakistan’s high-ranked players in the
field are Bismah Marioof (33rd), Nida
Dar (38th), Aliya Riaz (56th) (all batters);
Sadia Igbal (19th), Nida Dar (21st),
Nashra Sandhu (26th), Anam Amin (37th)
and Tuba Hassan (39th) (all bowlers).

Australia’s  Tess  Flintoff and
Beaumont missed out on last month’s
event. 19-year-old Tess is knocking at
the doors of international cricket, 31-
year-old Beaumont is already an estab-
lished star cricketer after representing
England in seven Tests, 103 ODIs and
99 T201I, scoring a total of 5,493 inter-
national runs with 10 centuries.

Amazons’ captain Bismah Maroof:
“I am delighted to lead Amazons team
in the three exhibition matches of the
Women’s League. This is a great oppor-
tunity for our players to express their
talent. The involvement of foreign play-
ers in the exhibition matches will pro-
vide a perfect opportunity to our play-
ers to learn from them.”

Super Women captain Nida Dar: “I
am excited to lead the exciting bunch of
players from Super Women. The exhi-
bition matches will provide a perfect
platform to the emerging players to
exhibit their talent. The foreign players’
participating in these matches and their

to the local players.”

Squads: Amazons - Bismah Maroof
(captain), Aliya Riaz, Anam Amin,
Areesha Noor, Eyman Fatima, Fatima
Khan, Fatima Sana, Ghulam Fatima,
Gull Feroza, Kainat Imtiaz, Laura
Delany (Ireland), Lauren Winfield-Hill
(England), Maia Bouchier (England),
Nashra Sundhu, Sadaf Shamas, Tammy
Beaumont (England), Tess Flintoff
(Australia) and Umm-e-Hani
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Super Women - Nida Dar (captain)
Aimen Anwar, Chamari Athapaththu
(Sri Lanka), Danni Wyatt (England),
Iram Javed, Jahanara Alam
(Bangladesh), Laura Wolvaardt (South
Africa), Lea Tahuhu (New Zealand),
Muneeba Ali, Natalia Parvaiz,
Omaima Sohail, Sadia Igbal, Shawaal
Zulfigar, Sidra Amin, Sidra Nawaz,
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Schedule: 8 Mar — 1st match, 2pm,
Pindi Cricket Stadium. Shozab Raza
and Saleema Imtiaz (on-field umpires),
Tariq Rasheed (third umpire) and
Humaira Farah fourth umpire.
Mohammad Anees (match referee)

10 Mar — 2nd match, 2pm, Pindi
Cricket Stadium. Shozab Raza and
Humaira Farah (on-field umpires),
Tariq Rasheed (third umpire) and
Saleema Imtiaz (fourth umpire).
Mohammad Anees (match referee)

11 Mar — 3rd match, 2pm, Pindi
Cricket Stadium. Tariq Rasheed and
Saleema Imtiaz (on-field umpires),
Shozab Raza (third umpire) and
Humaira Farah (fourth umpire).
Mohammad Anees (match referee).
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One Covid
case reported

RAWALPINDI (APP):
One more person was
diagnosed with fatal
Coronavirus during the
last 24 hours, raising
the district's tally of
confirmed cases to
47,768. As per the latest
data released by the
District Health
Authority here
Saturday, the infected
cases included 44,122
from Rawalpindi and
3,646 from other dis-
tricts. The report added
that the new case had
arrived from the Mandi
Bahudin area while one
confirmed the patient
was quarantined at
home. The report fur-
ther updated that
7,006,011 people,
including 44,790 health
workers, had jabbed
themselves against the
lethal Coronavirus
(COVID-19) across the
district since the vacci-

nation administering
drive  launched on
March 10, 2021.
District Health
Authority added that
during the last 24

hours,303 samples were
collected, out of which
302 were declared neg-
ative, while the positiv-
ity rate was recorded at
0.33 per cent.

IRSA releases
96,600 cusecs
water

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Saturday released
96,600 cusecs of water
from various rim sta-
tions with an inflow of
52,900 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, the
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1451.50 feet and
was 53.50 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
were recorded as
17,600 cusecs while
outflow was 55,000
cusecs. The water level
in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam  was
1106.85 feet, which was
56.85 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and
outflow of water were
recorded at 18,700
cusecs and 25,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded 62,000,
43,400, 32,800 and
8,300 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
8,800 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 3,000 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

PSH organizes
two-day blood
camp

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Sweet
Home (PSH) with the
collaboration of
Pakistan Bait-ul-Maal
(PBM) organized two-
day blood donation
camp for Thalassemia-

affected children at
National University of
Modern Languages

(NUML) Islamabad. A
large number of stu-
dents, professors, facul-
ty members and other
staff of NUML varsity
donated blood for a
noble cause to save
innocent lives of chil-
dren suffering from
Thalassemia, said a
press release issued
here on Saturday. On
the occasion, Chief of
Pakistan Sweet Home
Zamrud Khan paid a
visit to the blood camp
and thanked the stu-
dents and other staff for
donating blood to root
out the deadly disease
from the country.
“Youth are a great asset
of Pakistan who always
vigorously participated
for humanity and their
welfare.” He appreciat-
ed the students, faculty
members and manage-
ment of NUML for sup-
porting him and his
team for the great initia-
tive to save the lives of
children. The Sweet
Home being an NGO
was not only changing
the lives of thousands
of orphans but it was
also the hope of mil-
lions of innocent chil-
dren who are constantly
in dire need of blood
donations, he added.

PPP ready for
elections, Kundi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister on Poverty
Alleviation and Social
Safety, Faisal Karim Kundi
Saturday made it clear that
his party is ready for elec-
tions in the country and his
party is not running away
from the election but every-
thing will be done accord-
ing to the constitution.
Talking to a private news
channel, he said it was the
duty of the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to announce the date

of the elections, adding, no
single man will be allowed
to impose his will “on the
basis of might”.

“The decision of elec-
tions will not be taken on
the dictation of one per-
son,” he added.

He said “a person
deprived of power” was
threatening state institu-
tions according to a
“planned agenda” and criti-
cizing opponent parties to
get his personal interests.

“Constitution, democra-
cy and the current system

cannot be enslaved on the

basis of bullying and prop-

aganda", he added.
Replying to a question,

he said previous 4 years ||

regime of Khan, the insti-
tutions were badly used
to fulfil his personal
ambitions and tried to
make national institu-
tions controversial by
making hue and cry over
sensitive issues.

He said the PPP did not
believe in the politics of
abuse and victimization but
the democratic norms.

Rasheed’s exemption plea
accepted 1n Murree case

RAWALPINDI (NNI): A
district and sessions court
has  accepted Awami
Muslim League (AML)
chief Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed’s exemption plea
on medical basis in a case
registered against him by
Murree police for manhan-
dling a law enforcement
officer during arrest.

As per details, the AML
chief Sheikh Rasheed’s coun-
sel Sardar Shehbaz appeared
in additional sessions judge
Irfan Naseem’s court.

The plea was filed in
sessions court by the prose-
cution to suspend Sheikh
Rasheed’s bail.
Furthermore, the hearing of
the case registered by

Murree police against AML
chief Sheikh was adjourned
till March 18.

On Feb 8, an Islamabad
court handed over Awami
Muslim League (AML)
Chief Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed to Murree police
on one-day transit
remand. After hearing
arguments, the court had
approved Rasheed’s one-
day transit remand and
directed police to present
him before the relevant
court on next hearing.

The FIR The first infor-
mation report (FIR) was
lodged against former inte-
rior minister Sheikh Rashid
at a police station in Murree
for interfering in official

affairs.

Sheikh Rashid threat-
ened the police personnel
and stated that he would not
spare them, according to
the FIR. The FIR was regis-
tered under Section 154 of
the Criminal Procedure
Code of Pakistan.

The FIR stated that the
former minister physically
pushed and abused the
police officers and threat-
ened them with serious
consequences at gunpoint.

The Awami Muslim
League (AML) chief was
arrested from his
Rawalpindi residence on
Feb 2 in a case of level-
ling allegations against
Asif Ali Zardari.

Six members of
criminal gang arrested
for looting houses

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Islamabad capital police
Robbery and Dacoity Unit
police team apprehended
six accused including two
women allegedly involved
in looting houses and recov-
ered gold ornaments worth
nine million rupees from
their possession, a police
public relations officer said.

He said that, following the
special directions of
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan, the Islamabad
capital police has intensified
crackdown against the crimi-
nal elements in order to elim-

inate the crime from the city.

Following these direc-
tives the Robbery and
Dacoity Unit police team
worked hard and arrested a
former jailbird gang of six
persons including two
females who were allegedly
involved in looting houses
in the guise of house maids.

The Police team also
recovered gold ornaments
worth nine million rupees
from their possession. The
accused were identified as
Robina alias Rubi (gang

leader), Sumaira,
Muhammad Kashif,
Muhammad Faheem,

Shahzad  Hassan  and
Muhammad Waseem.
During the investigation,
they confessed to having
looted houses in Margalla
and Ramna police station
Jurisdiction. Cases have
been registered against
them and further investiga-
tion is underway. CPO/ DIG
Operations Islamabad Syed
Shahzad Nadeem Bukhari
has appreciated the per-
formance of the police team
who arrested these thieves.
He has appealed to the citi-
zens to verify the bio-data
of domestic servants before
employing them.

‘Her Hunar’ to sharpen
entrepreneurial skills of

women: SAPM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM) on
Commerce Malik Ghulam
M. Raza Rabbani Khar
while underlining the impor-
tance of women’s empower-
ment on Saturday said ‘Her
Hunar’ would provide an
opportunity for the partici-
pants to sharpen their entre-
preneurial skills and acquire
much-needed knowledge of
the global market.

Addressing the inaugu-
ration ceremony of the “
Her Hunar” exhibition, he
said that it would also pro-
vide a platform for women
to kick-start an idea, label,
brand or production house.

He said we could not
grow as a nation if only half
of the population was
working. Women’s empow-
erment was an essential
component for growth in
developing nations like
Pakistan for lifting millions
of families out of the pover-
ty cycle, he said.

Ghulam Rabbani said

encouraging women entre-
preneurs would be strongly
assistive in a positive
growth trajectory and assist
in meeting the objectives of
the  United  Nation’s
Sustainable Development
goals.

He said the presence of
female entrepreneurs at the
‘Her Hunar’ exhibition was
a unique opportunity for
Pakistani women entrepre-
neurs hailing from the
North of Pakistan to market
their ‘hunar’.

The SAPM said such
exhibitions would provide a
platform for women entre-
preneurs to explore the
international market for
their beautiful and unique
products. Additional ses-
sion on the protection of
Intellectual Property Rights
was another commendable
step, he added.

Congratulating the
Ministry of Commerce and
Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) for organizing the

exhibition, he expressed the
hope that the ministry and
TDAP would take further
initiatives to  promote
women entrepreneurs.

In the welcome address,
Secretary TADP Fareed
Igbal Qureshi said that the
exhibition would provide
an opportunity to translate
‘hunar’ of the women. It
would also help sharpen the
skills of women entrepre-
neurs to expand their busi-
nesses globally. He said in
future more events would
be organized for women of
the South of Pakistan.

Earlier, the SAPM inau-
gurated the exhibition and
distributed souvenirs
among the participating
women entrepreneurs from
across the country.

Ambassador of
Turkmenistan and Dean of
Diplomatic Corps Mr.

Atadjan Movlamov and
Chief Secretary Gilgit
Baltistan Mohyuddin
Ahmad Wani were also
present on the occasion.
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ISLAMABAD: Heavy machinery is being used during

) .

construction work

of IJP Road as development work in the city. ——APP Photo

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistants to the Prime Minister Malik Ghulam Raza Rabbani Khar addressing
during the inauguration ceremony of '"Her Hunar’ at Pak China Friendship Center. —APP Photo

Mushaal urges world to

take notice of gruesome HR
violations in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chairperson of
Peace and Culture Organization
Mullick
Saturday said that the fascist Narendra
Modi regime is snatching ancestral
lands of Kashmiri Muslims to make a
way for Hindu settlements under the
nefarious plan to change the demogra-
phy of the Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK).

In a strong reaction to the Indian
ongoing
drive to evict the local residents of
their lands and render them homeless,
Mushaal said that Modi’s Hindutva
regime started attaching properties of
the Kashmiris in the occupied valley
to put pressure on them to give up
their legitimate struggle for interna-
tionally recognized right to self-
determination, said a press release.

She revealed that the occupation
two
Kashmiris’ houses under draconian
law Unlawful activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) in Srinagar and Sopore,
besides 168 properties of Kashmiris
in Doda, Kishtwar, Rajouri and
Poonch district in last few days.

Mushaal, wife of incarcerated hur-
riyat leader Yasin Malik, said that
supremacist Hindutva regime got
inspiration from Zionist government

Mushaal  Hussein

notorious government’s

authorities  attached

on

more

in Israel, which encroached upon
Palestinians properties through vari-
ous brutal tactics and Modi govern-
ment was replicating the same model
in the occupied Kashmir, which
would be resisted at all fronts.

She went on to say that occupation
authorities hell-bent on rendering
Kashmiris homeless in their own
homeland on one pretext or another,
demolishing their houses and snatch-
ing their ancestral lands to make way
for non-residential settlers in the
occupied territory and snatch the
Muslim identity of the territory.

The chairperson noted that attach-
ing properties of Kashmiris was a
sheer political vendetta on part of the
Indian regime and was meant to bully
them to shun the legitimate struggle to
break the shackles of Indian slavery.

She expressed her surprise that
notorious Modi regime gave a free
hand to over nine hundred thousand
brutal Indian troops to commit atroc-
ities on the people of the occupied
territory to terrify them through dif-
ferent tactics to silence the dissenting
voices in IIOJK. Mushaal stated that
in the wake of repealing the special
status of IIOJK, Indian fascist gov-
ernment issued domicile certificates
to thousands of Indian Hindus and

tions.

was now evicting them of their lands
so as to render them homeless.

The Chairperson said that Indian
authorities were confiscating proper-
ties of Kashmiris to punish them for
their affiliation with freedom move-
ment, adding that occupation troops
were regularly destroying Kashmiris’
houses during violent military opera-
She said that Killing of
Kashmiris in fake encounters and
destroying their properties was a
norm in the occupied valley, as Modi
regime was planning not only to ren-
der Kashmiris homeless but to
deprive them of their identity as well.

Mushaal stated that Indian govern-
ment was using every brutal and
highhanded tactic to stifle the free-
dom voice of Kashmiris. However,
the Hurriyat leader vowed that Indian
machinations would not deter the
Kashmiris from taking to legitimate
struggle to its logical ends.

She lamented that the world power
and human
observed a criminal silence in this
human rights violations and fundamen-
tal rights of Kashmiris. Mushaal urged
the world powers and UN bodies to
wake up from their sweet slumber and
take notice of the Modi regime’s brutal
actions in the occupied valley.

rights organizations

RPO takes
notice of

substandard
food

RAWALPINDI  (APP):
The Regional Police
Officer (RPO) for the city
Syed Khurram Ali has
taken notice of complaints
regarding the substandard
and unhygienic food being
served to police personnel
deployed during Pakistan
Super League (PSL) crick-
et matches at Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium.

Expressing his dismay
over the issue, the RPO
has directed the City
Police  Officer Syed
Khalid Mehmood
Hamdani to take strict
departmental action
against  those  found
responsible for serving
substandard food.

Furthermore, he has
instructed that a proper
menu should be devised in
consultation ~with the
police force and the
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Headquarters
Rawalpindi.

To ensure the quality of
food being served, sur-
prise inspections of the
police mess are to be car-
ried out on a daily basis.

Additionally, the RPO
has emphasized that the
police force should be pro-
vided with all necessary
facilities during matches.

The RPO has made it
clear that negligence in
this regard will not be tol-
erated under any circum-
stances.

The authorities con-
cerned have been urged to
take all necessary steps to
ensure that police person-
nel deployed during

Meanwhile, 5,000 cops
are deployed for PSL's
security, while 347 traffic
wardens and officers were
also deployed to regulate
traffic in the circle.

The spokesperson
added that the authorities
concerned had  been
directed to ensure the best

s | possible security arrange-

ments for the cricket

'| matches.

The arrangements were
finalised keeping in view
the convenience and safe-
ty of the players and fans
of the game, he said.

Commissioner directs RWMC
to improve city’s sanitation

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Liagat Ali Chatha on
Saturday the
Rawalpindi Waste
Management Company to
improve sanitation at all
public places of the city,
especially the Murree road.

While visiting the con-
trol room of the RWMC,
he said that efforts were
underway to make the
Murree road a role model
free from encroachments
and waste.

Laiqat directed the offi-
cials to devise an effective
plan in collaboration with
Municipal Corporation,
Murree, to maintain the
natural beauty of the hill
station. He directed to
place waste bins of the

directed

same colours outside
every hotel in Murree.

The Commissioner
added that provision of a
hygienic environment was
the priority of the govern-
ment and directed the offi-
cials to ensure the cleanli-
ness of bus stands and all
union councils of the dis-
trict regularly.

He asked the RWMC
officials to repair the non-
functional machinery and
establish more transfer
stations in the city to facil-
itate the transportation of
garbage to the landfill site.

On the occasion, the
newly appointed Chief
Executive Officer RWMC
Rana Sajid Safdar briefed
the Commissioner that the
company came into being in

2013 and carrying out
cleaning operations in vari-
ous tehsils of the district,
including newly established
district Murree, Gujjar
Khan, Taxila, Kahuta,
besides Rawalpindi city.

He updated the
Commissioner that
RWMC has eight sub-
departments and eleven
members of the Board of
Directors.

He informed  that
RWMC staff comprising
4,785 members worked in
three shifts and owned 325
vehicles and four kanals of
land at the Laiqat bagh
transfer site. He said the
garbage was later shifted
to 600 kanal landfill site
on Chakbeli Road from
the transfer station.

Pakistani universities
contribute over Rs. 500 Million
for earthquake relief in Turkiye

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani universities have
pledged an amount of Rs.
500 million for earthquake
relief activities in Turkey.
A 34 member high-level
Pakistani delegation from
18 universities participated
in the Eurasian Higher
Education ~ Summit in
Istanbul under the auspices

of Private Sector
Universities Pakistan
(APSUP).

The universities pledged
more than 500 million for
the  earthquake-affected
areas of Turkiye which
would be spent on relief,
rehabilitation, and scholar-
ships for students from the
affected areas.

During the summit, the
Pakistani Pavilion was set
up, and the Chairman of
APSUP, Prof. Dr. Abdul
Rehman, along with Rector
Superior University, Prof.
Dr. Sumaira Rehman, hand-
ed over a cheque of
400,000 Turkish lira to Elif
Aydin, Vice Chairman of
the Board Anatolian
Education and Cultural

Foundation Turkiye.

The President of
Eurasian Universities
Union, Prof. Dr. Mustafa
Aydin, expressed his grati-
tude to APSUP and the
Pakistani nation for their
continued support to the
Turkish people, especially
during hard times.

Several universities in
Pakistan extended their
support to the earthquake-
affected people of Turkey.

The  University  of
Lahore donated one million
US dollars in the form of
150 tons of edibles, fire-
proof and waterproof tents,
blankets, and medicines.

The  University  of
Faisalabad donated 110
hundred dollars for com-
munity services, and a 20-
member team from the
University of Faisalabad
participated in rehabilita-
tion activities in the affect-
ed areas.

The  University  of
Sialkot and the
International Institute of
Science, Arts, and
Technology  Gujranwala

jointly announced scholar-
ships worth 10 million
Pakistani  rupees  for
Turkish students affected
by the earthquake.

Under the University of
Management and
Technology Lahore
Scholarship Program for
Turkey, scholarships worth
one million dollars will be
awarded, with special pref-
erence given to students
from the affected areas.

Additionally, the
Coordinator General of
COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. M.
Igbal Chaudhary who was
also part of the Pakistani
delegation, offered fully
funded scholarships and
research fellowships to
Turkish nationals severely
affected by the earthquake
in  collaboration  with
APSUP and member uni-
versities of COMSTECH
Consortium of Excellence.

The APSUP member
universities remain com-
mitted to extending all pos-
sible assistance to the earth-
quake-affected people of
Turkiye.




(" An ISIS member arrested 1

JOWZJAN (Agencies): A member of Daesh
group was arrested by the security forces in
the city of Shaberghan,
Jowzjan. Jowzjan chief of police said
reporter that this member of Daesh was
arrested during an operation conducted by
the security forces. The detainee was plan-
ning to travel to Faryab, while he was arrest-
ed by the security forces, in the center of
Jawzjan, according to the sources some doc-
uments were also recovered from him.

the center of
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(TB treatment facility opened\

KANDAHAR CITY (Pajhwok): A 12-bed
Tuberculosis (TB) diagnoses and treatment
facility has been inaugurated in the Central
Prison of southern Kandahar province, an
official said. Mullah Niamatullah Seraji,
the prison affairs director, said the facility
has been built with the efforts of the
Ministry of Public Health and with the
financial support of Medicines
Frontier (MSF) also known as Doctors
without Borders.

Sans

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Six Daesh affiliates
killed in Herat city

HERAT (TOLOnews): Six
people affiliated with
Daesh group, including a
woman, were killed during
a security forces’ operation
on a hideout in Herat’s
PD14, Herat security
authorities said.

The operation occurred
last night, and one of those
killed was a foreign nation-
al, according to Herat’s
security command.

“The security command
forces went to the area,
after a quick fight between
them, six of the Daesh
members who lived in the
house were killed,” said
Abdullah Insaf, spokesman
of Herat security command.

Security officials added
that the Islamic Emirate

forces had also taken several
weapons from people affili-
ated with the Daesh group.

Meanwhile, Herat resi-
dents asked the Islamic
Emirate to take steps in
ensuring the safety of the
residents of the province.

“It is not called life when
every night we sleep in
fear, when you don’t know
what is going on in the
neighborhood,” said
Ahmad Shah Ferozi, a resi-
dent of Herat.

“We ask the Islamic
Emirate to prevent these ter-
rorists, so that people live in
a safe and peaceful environ-
ment,” said Sharif Ahmad,
another resident of Herat.

Some military experts
consider the presence and

activities of people affiliat-
ed with Daesh in the cities
to be worrying.

“Daesh is considered a
serious threat, especially
inside Afghanistan,” said
Mohammad Naeem
Ghayor, a military expert.

This is the third military
operation against Daesh
affiliates in Herat city in the
previous six months.

Five people affiliated
with the Daesh group were
killed in an operation by
the security forces in the
northern part of Herat city
over four months ago.
Before that incident, three
members of Daesh were
killed during intelligence
force operations in PD4 of
Herat city.

West not optimistic Afghan
women will return to classes

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
US special envoy for
Afghanistan, Thomas West,
said that the Islamic
Emirate’s  promise to
reopen schools and univer-
sities for women has not
been fulfilled.

In a special interview
with TOLOnews, West
added that the issue of
women’s education and
work is among the very
first issues that US will
continue to raise in the
international forum, with
the Islamic Emirate and
with major powers in the
region.

“If a decision is made by
the Taliban to see girls to
return to schools, to see
women return to university,
to see women return to
work, to move freely, all of
those decisions will be cer-
tainly welcomed by the
international community,
but they will make that
decision  for internal
Afghan  reasons, not
because the international
community is making this
request. It has been a con-
sistent call of Afghans from
across the country to see
these decisions made,”
West said.

As the new academic
year is  approaching,
Thomas West said that he is
“frankly not hopeful” that
in the new year females
will be allowed to go to
schools and universities.

“Even in the weeks fol-

lowing the March 23rd
decision last year to ban

girls  from  secondary
schools, we heard promises
that they would be back in
school soon. Frankly those
promises fall flat at this
point, and we need to see
delivery,” he further stated.

Meanwhile, UN Deputy
Secretary General Amina
Mohammed asked the
international community to
remain united in to address-
ing the educational needs
and rights of Afghan girls.

“For more than 500 days
the Taliban authorities in
Afghanistan have denied
secondary school girls their
basic right to an education,
this must end immediate-
ly,” Mohammed said.

“It is unfortunate what is
happening in Afghanistan,
when we are not talking
about digital education,
how do you make sure that
girls get digital education,
that they get computational

education so that they can
participate meaningfully in
the digital world-- that in
other parts we are faced
with the situation where
there is not even education
for girls,” Mathu Joyini,
Permanent Representative
of the Republic of South
Africa to the United
Nations and Chair of the
Committee on the Status of
Women, told a press con-
ference.

However, the spokesman
of the Islamic Emirate,
Zabihullah Mujahid, said
that the current government
is not against the work and
education of women, and
due to preparations, this
work has been suspended
until further notice.

“This issue belongs to
the two ministries, which
are that of education, and
the Ministry of Higher
Education, and whenever
they are ready, it will be
allowed,” Mujahid added.

Treatment of addicts one
of IE priorities: Hanafi

KABUL
Acting Vice and Virtue

(Agencies):

Minister, Sheikh
Mohammad Khalid Hanafi
said in a 3-day training
seminar for 3,500 drug
addicts that the treatment of
drug addicts one of the
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan priorities.

On the starts of the sem-
inar, Minister Hanafi said
that the Ministry of Vice

and Virtue striving to eradi-
cate this bad phenomenon
once and all from the coun-
try.

The religious scholars of
the Ministry of Vice and
Virtue will show you the
basic rules of Islam so that
you can be physically and
spiritually find your health
back and be able to
returned to their homes he
added.

The Deputy Minister of
Interior for Counter-Narcot-
ics on the opening of the
seminar that said the Islamic
Emirate is committed to a
serious fight against drugs
and that efforts are being
made to treat drug addicts.

He called on internation-
al charities and organiza-
tions to cooperate with the
Islamic Emirate in this
respect.

Mine collapse
killed 2 gold
miners in
Badakhshan

BADAKHSHAN
(Agencies): Two people
died and one other are
injured in the collapse inci-
dent of the gold mine in the
Yahwan district of
Badakhshan province.

The provincial Inform-
ation and Culture depart-
ment head Mazuddin
Ahmadi told this news
agency that in the collapse
incident of the gold mine,
two people died and one
other was injured in the
Qatarbeda  village in
Yahwan district of
Badakhshan province.

He said that the bodies
were taken out from under
the debris by the security
officials of the district with
the cooperation of the local
residents and the injured
were taken to the health
center for treatment.

Minister
asked for
Turkey’s

cooperation

KABUL (Agencies): The
Acting Agriculture, Irrig-
ation and  Livestock
Minister, Mawlavi Ataullah
Omari, in a meeting with
Cihad Erginay, Turkish
ambassador to Kabul, dis-
cussed bilateral coopera-
tion between two countries.

Minister Omari, said
that Turkey has a wide
experience in the agricul-
ture sector, asked for that
country’s cooperation in
this sector.

For his part, ambassa-
dor Erginay, sharing his
experience traveling to
several  provinces  of
Afghanistan, he termed
Afghanistan a suitable
place for agriculture.

Poppy land
eradicated;
arrest 7 drug
traffickers

KABUL (Agencies): Police
arrested 7 drug trafficker in
Takhar, Jowzjan, and Sar-e-
Pul provinces, 4 acres of
poppy land eradicated.

The counter-narcotics
officers eradicated 4 acres
of poppy farms and arrest-
ed 7 individuals on charges
of drug trafficking in the
aforementioned provinces,
said Saturday the Interior
Minister in a statement.

From the detainees 3
arrested on Sar-i-pul, 3 oth-
ers arrested in Takhar and
one other arrested in
Jowzjan, 4 acres of poppy
land eradicated in these 3
provinces.

Stability in
region tied to
stability in
Afghanistan

KABUL (Agencies):
Afghan Ambassador in
Islamabad Sardar Ahmed
Shekib met with UAE
Ambassador Hamad
Obaid Ibrahim Al-Zabi on
the growing relations
between Kabul and Abu
Dhabi and Afghan citi-
zen’s problems in terms of
visas in UAE.

Mr. Shekib said that
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan seeks positive
relations with the world
based on mutual respect.

On his part, Ibrahim Al-
Zabi, UAE envoy to
Pakistan said that stability
in Afghanistan meant sta-
bility in the region.

He stressed that UAE is
s committed to cooperating
in the stability of
Afghanistan.

Ministry: Fuel prices lowering for
consumers 1n Afghanistan

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Minister of Industry and
Commerce  said  that
according to the oil export
agreement with Russia, the
price of fuel has decreased
by 10 percent, and efforts
are ongoing to also reduce
food prices.

“We are trying to reduce
the prices, as you see prices
have been decreased for

gas, petrol and wheat,” said
Akhund Zada Abdulsalam,
spokesman for the Ministry
of Industry and Commerce.
In recent days the price
of oil has decreased by 5
afghani in Kabul markets.
Meanwhile, some resi-
dents of Kabul welcomed
the decrease in prices and
asked officials to reduce the
price of oil even more.

“0il prices have
decreased compared with
past weeks and months but
now it’s Dbetter,” said
Fakhrulleden, a taxi driver.

“The government has to
control the prices because
now the prices are different
at every pump station,” said
Sharif, a driver.

Some fuel sellers said
the price is now reduced

and the price of one liter of
petrol went from 70 to 65
afghanis and the price of
one liter of diesel from 80
to 75 afghanis.

“We are happy but if it
decreases to 50 afghani that
will be good.

Earlier, the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
signed an agreement with
Russia.

Minister Khairkhah meets
EU Special Political Envoy

KABUL (Agenmes)
Acting Information and
Culture Minister, Mullah
Khairullah Khairkhah,
Saturday met with the
European Union special
political  representative,
Thomas Nicholson, and his
accompanying delegations
in his office.

Minister Khairkhah,

thanked European repre-
sentatives for their coopera-
tion, discussed on the inter-
ested issues of the country,
including the political
developments in
Afghanistan, according to a
statement received by this
news agency.

Minister of Information
and Culture said that free-

dom of expression support-
ed based on the Islamic
values and national inter-
ests of the country, adding
historical heritage pre-
served.

He asked the European
Union’s representatives to
support media and journal-
ists financially.

Nicholson exchanged

views on the preservation
of cultural and historical

heritage, freedom  of
expression, mainly the
activity of the Commission
on Media Violation (CMV).

In the end, Minister
Khairkhah, assured
addressing the problems of
media in the country and
full cooperations.

McCaul seek documents related
to Afghanistan withdrawal

KABUL (TOLOnews): Ho-
use Foreign Affairs Comm-
ittee Chairman Michael
McCaul once again called
for information from the
Biden administration about
the withdrawal of the US
from Afghanistan.

The committee issued a
letter saying that if the dep-
artment’s noncompliance
persists, the committee will
be forced to proceed with
“compulsory process.”

“House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman
Michael McCaul sent a letter
to US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on the
department’s ongoing failure
to produce documents and
information requested by the
committee pertaining to the

Biden administration’s dis-
astrous Afghanistan with-
drawal. To date, the State
Department has produced
only 236 pages of docu-
ments, most of which were
already publicly available or
included substantial redac-
tions. If the department’s
noncompliance persists, the
committee will be forced to
proceed with compulsory
process,” the letter reads.
The Islamic Emirate said
that the US forces’ withdra-
wal was beneficial for both

Afghanistan and the US.
“The withdrawal of
American forces from

Afghanistan had a benefit
for America as well. It
ended a very costly and
long war, and the Ameri-

cans could not continue this
war,” said Zabihullah
Mujahid, spokesman of the
Islamic Emirate.

Some political analysts
have different views about
the withdrawal of the US
from Afghanistan.

“The positive aspect of
the withdrawal of American
forces from Afghanistan
was that Afghanistan felt
more independent, and the
long conflicts in Afgha-
nistan were lessened,” said
a political analyst.

Previously, House Repu-
blicans in US Congress sent
a series of letters to senior
leadership at the White
House, Department of
Defense, State Department,
and others requesting a

tranche of documents relat-
ed to the end of America’s
longest war. The chairman
of the House Oversight
Committee said that the
Biden Administration was
unprepared for the
Afghanistan withdrawal.
“The Biden Administr-
ation was tragically unpre-
pared for the Afghanistan
withdrawal and their deci-
sions in the region directly
resulted in a national secu-
rity and humanitarian catas-
trophe, every relevant
department and agency
should be prepared to coop-

erate and provide all
requested  information,”
said James Comer, the

chairman of the House
Oversight Committee.

Human rights crisis worsens 1n

Afghanistan,

KABUL (Pajhwok): The
Islamic Emirate has reject-
ed the latest report of the
UN special rapporteur
Richard Bennett that the
human rights crisis in
Afghanistan has worsened
during the last six months
of 2022 despite some
encouraging developments.

In his report presented to
the UN recently, Bennett
said the systematic viola-
tion of the human rights of
women and girls had deep-
ened even further and fun-
damental freedoms, includ-
ing the rights of peaceful
assembly and association,
expression and the rights to
life and protection against
ill-treatment had increas-
ingly been flouted.

He said the authorities
had instituted hudud and
gisas punishments, meas-
ures indicative of a revival
of the policies of the 1990s.

The Special Rapporteur
was deeply concerned that,

Ghormach
added in
Badghis

BADGHIS (Agencies):
Prime Minister approved the
proposal of Interior Ministry
to added Ghormach district
into Badghis province.
Ghormach district has been
removed from the adminis-
trative formation of Faryab
Province and added into
Badghis Province, said the
Interior ~ Ministry  on
Saturday in a statement.
Based on the people’s
demand and the proposal of
the Ministry of Interior the
Ghormach district removed
from Faryab province
added to Badghis province.

The Ministry of Interior,

informed on its statement
that all the ministries and
departments are reminded to
take action on the transfer of
their offices and related doc-
uments from Faryab Provi-
nce to Badghis Province.

increasingly, the Taliban
were ruling Afghanistan
through fear and repressive
policies aimed at suppress-
ing communities, and
women in particular.

In mid-November 2022,
the authorities banned
access of women and girls
to parks, gyms and public
baths and on 21 December,
they announced the imme-
diate suspension of women
from universities. Three
days later, on 24 December,
women were barred from
working for domestic and
international NGOs, with a
consequent severe negative
impact on the life-saving
humanitarian services they
provide, the report said.

The report further said
Afghanistan continued to
grapple with a serious eco-
nomic and humanitarian
crisis affecting almost the
entire population.

It said durable peace and
reconciliation required an
inclusive administration,
represented by all political,
religious and ethnic groups.

The 2004 Constitution
remained suspended, and
the authorities say that they
were currently drafting a

says Bennett

new constitution based on
sharia law.

Both houses of parlia-
ment have been abolished,
as has the Electoral Comm-
ission, the Human Rights
Commission and the Min-
istry of Women’s Affairs.
The judiciary has been repl-
aced. The media is muz-
zled. In sum, checks and
balances on power are
severely compromised, the
report said.

The report also high-
lighted a few encouraging
developments. Senior
Islamic Emirate officials
held substantive discus-
sions with the Special
Rapporteur, who continued
to meet with representa-
tives of the reinstated Hu-
man Rights and Women’s
International Affairs
Department within the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

An interministerial tech-
nical and coordination
committee, tasked to
address recommendations
made by United Nations
human rights mechanisms,
has been established.

Discussions have begun
on implementing some rec-
ommendations made by the

Special Rapporteur in his
initial report. The United
Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
has continued to provide
technical advice and aware-
ness-raising sessions to the
Office of Prison Administr-
ation. The Special Rapp-
orteur was informed of
encouraging cooperation
with regard to cultural her-
itage institutions.

However, deputy
spokesman for the Islamic
Emirate Qari Mohammad
Yusuf Ahmadi told Pajh-
wok Afghan News about
the report: “We strongly
reject their claims. Alha-
dulillah, our system is com-
mitted to human rights.”

He added everyone in
Afghanistan enjoyed their
right.

Commerce Dept revenue
of Kunduz up by 48 %

KUNDUZ (Agenmes)
Local officials in the
Department of Industry and
Commerce of Kunduz said
that the revenue of the office
is increase by 48 percent.
The department has col-
lected over 11.8 million
Afghani, while this figure
was 6.3 million last year,
local officials of the depart- |
ment. The provincial head
of Kunduz Industry and
Commerce, Mawlavi
Mohammad Rahim Sirat,
told this news agency that
the revenues were collected
from the distribution or

b

renewal of licenses
tradesmen.

According to the depart-
ment, there are one hundred

of

and sixty five different
companies operating in
Kunduz, which employ
hundreds of people.




The

SJC moved against top
court sitting Justice Naqvi

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
invoking jurisdiction of the Supreme
Judicial Council on Saturday PML-N’
lawyers forum Punjab urged to initiate
an investigation against top court
Naqvi
allegedly committing misconduct in
view of certain viral audio clips
released on social media recently.
The Supreme Judicial Council
(SJC) is a body of top court and high
courts judges, empowered under
Article 209 of the Constitution of
Pakistan to hear cases of misconduct
against judges of high courts or

Justice Mazahar Ali

Supreme Court.

Filing the complaint to head of the
SJC Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice

Umar Ata Bandial, the

requested to initiate an investigation
in the matter, alleging Justice Naqvi
has deviated from the code of conduct
and passed inconsistent orders in the

same matter.

“This attitude and action runs

While

complaint.
for

judicial code

lawyers

counter to the basic spirit of Code of
Conduct according to which a judge
is expected to avoid treating similar
causes differently,” stated in the
Substantiating
claim, the applicant lawyers attached
transcripts of the audio leaks with the
complaint saying “it is this backdrop
that we feel obligated to bring to
your kind notice the violations of

Constitution of the Law by Justice
Naqvi who is presently functioning
as a judge of the SC”.

They further alleged Justice Naqvi
“has misused his authority as a judge
of the apex court in the most obvious
manners”. The controversy surround-
ing top court judges began with two
audio clips ascribed to former chief
minister Punjab Pervaiz Elahi which
had left the Supreme Court facing
calls to open an investigation into the
matter and dispel
impression that brings the judiciary

Soon

their

of conduct,

ongoing

In

the alarming

“under the question mark”.

after, a new audio clip

allegedly featuring PTI leader Yasmin
Rashid and Lahore Capital City |
Police Officer
Mahmood Dogar emerged on social
media where the male voice was
heard saying that he had "his man" at
the top court. It is pertinent to mention
that a day earlier, a fresh audio leak
purported to be of a telephone conver-
sation between Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leader Fawad Chaudhry
and his brother Advocate Faisal
Chaudhry surfaced adding fuel to the

(CCPO) Ghulam

controversy involving the

country's senior judges.
the
between Fawad and Faisal, the names
of three judges - Chief Justice Lahore
High Court
Bhatti, Chief Justice of Pakistan Umar
Ata Bandial and Supreme Court judge
Justice Mazahir Ali Naqvi come up
allegedly.

alleged conversation

Muhammad Ameer
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ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf addressing the participants of Annual
Conference of Pakistan Medical Association.

Imran’s
defamation

case against
Asif adjourned

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
local court in Islamabad
adjourned on Saturday the
hearing of former prime
minister Imran Khan’s
defamation case against
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif till March 18 on the
request of the PTI chief.

Judge Umeed Baloch
heard the Rsl10 billion
defamation case filed by
Imran Khan against Kh
Asif for levelling allega-
tions against him regarding
misuse of Shaukat Khanum
Hospital funds. The judge
put off the case without
holding any proceedings
today till March 18 on the
request of Imran Khan.

During previous hear-
ing, the cross-examination
of the PTI chief was com-
pleted. The former premier
had also requested the court
to announce an early ver-
dict in the case. Imran
Khan admitted before the
court that an amount
invested abroad by the
Shaukat Khanum Memorial
Trust (SKMT) had not been
returned to the trust’s
account when he filed a
defamation suit against
PML-N leader Khawaja
Asif in 2012.

In response to a question
whether he knew the
investment was made
through two offshore com-
panies, Imran Khan replied
that he was not aware of
decisions taken by the
SKMT board. He, however,
said he had received the
information through an
audit report. He denied any
loss incurred due to the
investment and said that the
funds were invested in the
“larger interest of the hos-
pital”.

‘Buzdar
remains

tactical’

LAHORE (INP): The
inside story of former
Punjab  chief minister
Usman Buzdar's appear-
ance before the National
Accountability Bureau on
Saturday and his grilling by
the bureau’s sleuths has
come to light.

According to sources,
the combined investigation
team of the anti-graft
watchdog gave Buzdar a
10-page questionnaire. But
the former chief minister
could not give satisfactory
answers to the NAB team’s
questions. He kept on say-
ing that the matter was sub
judice in the court of law.
Buzdar expressed his igno-
rance over several ques-
tions and asked for time for
legal consultation on some
of them.

During investigation,
the NAB investigators
asked Buzdar if he had
got property in Spain, too.

He replied: “All the
record has been submitted
to the Election

Commission of Pakistan.
You better check that.”
The anti-corruption body
has sought Buzdar’s prop-
erty record from various
departments.

Sources said that there
is possibility that the for-
mer chief minister would
again be summoned by the
bureau next week. The
NAB Lahore has received
a complaint against Usman
Buzdar for making assets
worth Rs10 billion through
corruption. Former Punjab
chief minister Usman
Buzdar on Friday appeared
before = the  National
Accountability Bureau in
an assets beyond means
case in Lahore. He has got
his pre-arrest bail from an
accountability court.
Earlier, Buzdar had failed
to appear before the NAB
on its call-up notices
issued to him for Feb 22
and Feb 16.

Biden had cancerous skin
lesion removed successtully

WASHINGTON (Agen-

cies): United  States
President Joe Biden, 80,
had a cancerous skin
lesion successfully

removed from his chest in
February, his doctor has
revealed. The lesion,
detected during a routine
medical examination, was
a basal cell carcinoma,
which “do not tend to
‘spread’ or metastasize,”
Biden’s physician, Dr
Kevin O’Connor, said in a
report made public by the
White House.

O’Connor, the White
House doctor who has
served as Biden’s longtime
physician, said “all cancer-
ous tissue was successfully
removed”. “No further
treatment is required,” he
said in the report. Biden,
the oldest person ever to be
US president, is expected to
declare he is running for re-
election in 2024 and his
health is under scrutiny. His
wife Jill Biden has said
Biden plans to run,
although a formal declara-
tion of the president’s
intentions has yet to be
made.

The lesion was removed
during Biden’s annual med-
ical checkup on February
16 after which the president
was declared “fit for duty”,
according to the report
released on Friday. At the

February appointment,
Biden completed a series of
tests that he began last year
at Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center, a
complex in Washington,
DC’s suburbs with a presi-
dential facility.

O’Connor wrote at the
time that the president had
spent “a good deal of time
in the sun in his youth” and
that he had already been
treated  regularly  for
removal of localised, non-
melanoma skin cancers.

“The site of the biopsy has
healed nicely and the presi-
dent will continue dermato-
logic surveillance as part of
his ongoing comprehensive
healthcare,” O’Connor said
in Friday’s report.
“President Biden remains a
healthy, vigorous, 80-year-
old male, who is fit to suc-
cessfully execute the duties
of the Presidency, to
include those of as Chief
Executive, Head of State
and Commander in Chief,”
O’Connor said in February
following Biden’s medical
examination.

Basal cell carcinoma is a
slow-growing cancer that is
usually confined to the sur-
face of the skin. Doctors
can almost always remove
it all with a shallow inci-
sion and it seldom causes
serious complications or
becomes life-threatening.
Basal cells are among the
most common and easily-
treated forms of cancer,
especially when caught
early. The Bidens have long
been advocates for fighting
cancer. Their adult son
Beau died in 2015 from
brain cancer.

Hundreds evacuated
as Pertamina fire Kkills 17

JAKARTA (Agencies):
Residents have searched
through the remains of their
charred homes after a fuel
storage depot fire in Jakarta
killed at least 17 people,
including two children. The
fire, which started at
approximately 8pm (01:00
GMT) on Friday from a
fuel pipe at Pertamina’s
Plumpang fuel storage
depot in capital Jakarta,
quickly spread to nearby
houses and sent residents in
the densely populated area
into a panic.

Sixty  people  were
injured, with many severely
burned, while hundreds
more living in residential
areas near the depot had to
be evacuated. The North
Jakarta Red Cross said 342
people had been evacuated
and that four tents were set
up for the displaced. Three
people were still missing
after the Dblaze, with
Indonesian officials the
next day calling for an audit
of “all fuel facilities and
infrastructures” in  the
country.

Vice President Ma’ruf
Amin visited the scene on
Saturday and confirmed 17
people were killed and 60
more injured. He suggested

the depot should be moved
away from residential
neighbourhoods. “I hope
this depot can be relocated

. so it will be safer and
this area will be rearranged
so it meets the requirements
of a proper neighbourhood
in the capital,” he told
reporters.

Footage broadcast on
Friday night showed people
screaming and fleeing
through narrow roads with
an inferno lighting up the
sky behind them. A fireball
could be seen across the
skyline of north Jakarta
with sirens wailing in the
background. Abdul Syukur,
who also lives nearby, told
Kompas TV that residents
said they could smell the
fuel about 30 minutes
before the fire.

“The smell was so strong
there were people throwing
up and some nearly faint-
ed,” he said. Another wit-
ness, Swastono Aji, told
AFP news agency that the
smell “was so strong that
we could hardly breathe”.
“We were leaving this area
when we suddenly heard a
very loud explosion.”

“It was like a bomb, like
a mini apocalypse. It was
unimaginable,”  witness

Jamilul Asror, 45, told AFP,
calling on authorities to
relocate residents farther
away. National Police chief
Listyo Sigit, speaking at the
site, said at least three peo-
ple were still missing. Top
officials have called for a
probe into the fire’s cause
and an audit of the coun-
try’s energy facilities after
several recent blazes.

“After we had multiple
fires ... it is clear that we
must audit all fuel facilities
and infrastructures, espe-
cially tanks and refineries,”
Sugeng Suparwoto, head of
the parliament’s energy
commission, told local
broadcaster Metro TV on
Saturday. In 2021, a mas-
sive blaze broke out at the
Balongan refinery in West
Java, also owned by
Pertamina.

That same depot saw
fires in 2009 and again in
2014 — when the flames
spread to 40 houses near-
by. No casualties were
reported in either of those
cases. The morning after
the blaze, homes stacked
up against the barbed-wire
fences of the Pertamina
facility were gutted and
blackened, with rows of
cars burned out.

WHO urges states to reveal
intelligence on Covid origins

GENEVA (Agencies): The
World Health Organization
has urged all countries to
reveal what they know about
the origins of COVID-19
following claims by the
United States that the virus
was likely leaked from a
Chinese laboratory and
which has led to furious
denials from Beijing.

US Federal Bureau of
Investigation Director
Christopher Wray told Fox
News this week that the FBI
had assessed the source of
the COVID-19 pandemic
was “most likely a potential
lab incident in Wuhan”, the
Chinese city that hosts a
virus research laboratory and
was the location of the first
COVID infections in late
2019.

“If any country has infor-
mation about the origins of
the pandemic, it’s essential
for that information to be
shared with WHO and the
international scientific com-
munity,” WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus said on Friday.
“Not so as to apportion
blame but to advance our
understanding of how this
pandemic started, so we can
prevent, prepare for and
respond to future epidemics
and pandemics,” the WHO
chief said.

The WHO has not aban-
doned efforts to identify the
source of the pandemic, he
said. “WHO continues to call
for [China] to be transparent
in sharing data and to con-
duct the necessary investiga-
tions and share the results. To
that effect, I have written to,
and spoken with, high-level
Chinese leaders on multiple
occasions, as recently as just
afew weeks ago.” The WHO
chief also said that “all
hypotheses on the origins of
the virus remain on the
table”.

Chinese officials have
angrily denied the FBI’s
claim of their country being
the origin of the pandemic,
calling it a smear campaign
against Beijing. Wray also

told Fox News television that
China had thwarted efforts to
identify the origin of the
virus. “I will just make the
observation that the Chinese
government ... has been
doing its best to try to thwart
and obfuscate the work here,
the work that we’re doing,
the work that our US govern-
ment and close foreign part-
ners are doing,” Wray said.
Politicisation of the
search to identify the origin
of the virus was making the
scientific work harder and
the world less safe as a
result, Tedros added. Tedros
said there was a moral
imperative to find out how
the pandemic started, for the
sake of the millions who lost
their lives to COVID-19 and

those living with long
COVID. Maria Van
Kerkhove, the WHO’s

COVID-19 technical lead,
said the organisation had
reached out to the US mis-
sion in Geneva for more
information regarding the
FBI chief’s claims.

Governor,
five others
shot dead in
Philippines

MANILA (Agencies): A
provincial governor in the
central Philippines and five
others have been shot dead
by unknown gunmen in the
latest attack against local
politicians. Police said six
suspects carrying rifles and
dressed in uniforms similar
to those worn by the armed
services entered the gover-
nor’s home in Pamplona
town and opened fire.

Roel Degamo, governor
of Negros Oriental
province, and five others
were killed in the shooting,
his widow said. “Governor
Degamo did not deserve
that kind of death. He was
serving his constituents on
a Saturday,” Janice
Degamo, who is also the
mayor of Pamplona, said in
a video posted on
Facebook.

Police said in a state-
ment on Saturday that the
conditions of the hospi-
talised  victims  were
unknown. Degamo, 56, is
the latest to be targeted in
the Philippines’ long histo-
ry of attacks on politicians,
and is at least the third to be
shot since local elections
last year. President
Ferdinand Marcos con-
demned what he described
as the “assassination” of
political ally Degamo and
promised to bring swift jus-
tice to his killers.

Last month, the
Supreme Court declared
Degamo the rightful winner
of the contest for the
Negros Oriental governor-
ship following a recount
that unseated his local
rival, who had previously
been proclaimed the victor.
Mamintal Adiong, gover-
nor of the southern
province of Lanao del Sur,
was shot and wounded in
February in an attack that
killed his driver and three
police escorts.

That same month, the
vice-mayor of the northern
town of Aparri, Rommel
Alameda, and five other
people who were travelling
with him were shot dead in
a highway ambush. The
leaders of a powerful
southern clan and about
two dozen followers were
sentenced to life in prison
for a 2009 attack on sup-
porters of a gubernatorial
election rival in
Maguindanao  province.
The attack left 58 people
dead, including the politi-
cian’s wife and relatives,
along with 32 journalists
and media workers.

Storms in
southern US
kill 9 people

WASHINGTON
(Agencies): Storms  pro-
ducing tornadoes and
heavy rains have rolled
through parts of the south-
ern United States, killing at
least nine people and leav-
ing more than one million
customers without power,
according to authorities.
The National Weather
Service said the powerful
storm had mostly left the
south of the country by late
Friday and was moving to
the northeastern US, where
it was forecast to cause
heavy snow and sleet from
southeastern Michigan east
to New York state. Parts of
central New York and
southern New England may
see more than 30cm (a
foot) of snow by Saturday
afternoon.

Kentucky Governor
Andy Beshear said at least
two tornadoes sparked by
the storm system ripped
through the western part of
his state on Friday. The
governor said on social
media that at least three
people were killed in the
severe weather, though he
did not provide any more
details.

China parliament to vote
on state reform plan

BEIJING (Agencies):
China’s legislature will
vote in the coming days on
a plan to reform institutions
under the State Council, or
cabinet, and decide on a
new cabinet lineup for the
next five years, including a
new premier, an agenda
showed on Saturday.

The annual National
People’s Congress (NPC)
will also review a series of
reports including the cur-
rent premier’s government
work report, parliament
spokesman Wang Chao told
a news conference. Draft
amendments to the coun-
try’s Legislative Law,
which governs how laws
are enacted, are also on the
agenda of the meeting that
is due to start on Sunday.

In the latter half of the
NPC, which runs until
March 13, the nearly 3,000
members of the largely rub-
ber-stamp parliament will
elect and endorse a new
lineup of top government
officials. Xi Jinping is
widely expected to secure
his third five-year term as

president when legislators
vote on March 10.

He renewed calls this
week for the “intensive”
reorganisation of state and
Communist Party entities,
adding that part of the
reform plan pertaining to
state institutions would be
presented before parlia-
ment. Lawmakers are also
due to vote on the State
Council’s institution reform
plan on March 10.

The call for institutional
reforms  comes  after
China’s economy grew 3
percent last year — one of its
lowest rates in nearly half a
century — weakened by
strict  COVID-19 curbs
championed by Xi that
were lifted in December.
On Sunday, the government
work report due to be deliv-
ered by Premier Li Keqiang
at the start of parliament
will unveil the official 2023
economic growth target,
among many other social
and economic objectives.

The gross domestic
product (GDP) target could
be as high as 6 percent,

compared with a 4.5 per-
cent-5.5 percent range pro-
posed in  November,
sources told Reuters this
week. A new premier for
the next five years will be
decided by parliament on
March 11. A day later, it
will decide on a new batch
of vice premiers, state
councillors, ministers as
well as the governor of the
People’s Bank of China.

Among the amendments
to China’s Legislative Law
set to be reviewed at the
meeting is a proposal that
would allow the NPC
Standing Committee to
pass laws in the event of an
“emergency” after a single
review. The committee,
which enacts and amends
laws when parliament is not
in session, voted in June
2020 to adopt landmark
laws on national security in
Hong Kong. That legisla-
tion was put to the vote
after two rounds of deliber-
ation. Legislators will vote
on the draft amendments to
the Legislative Law on
March 13.

Imran says ready
to ‘forgive attackers’

LAHORE (Agencies):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan said Saturday that he
is ready to "forgive" those
who had orchestrated an
"attack" against him — in
November last year — as
he launched the election
campaign in two provinces
— Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Punjab.

Khan was shot in the
legs on November 3 as he
waved to crowds from a
truck-mounted container
while leading a protest
march to Islamabad to pres-
sure the government into
announcing an early elec-
tion. The rally was cut short
in Rawalpindi, where Khan
announced his plan of dis-
solving the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab
assemblies — which mate-
rialised last month.

The PTI chief — whose
government was over-
thrown in April last year —
had blamed Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah,
and a military officer for
being involved in the
alleged assassination plot.
Ever since his ouster, the
PTI chief has kept criticis-
ing the military, the
Pakistan Democratic
Movement-led govern-
ment, and other institutions

for being involved in an
alleged plot to remove his
party from power.

But toning down his
rhetoric in a speech to
workers via video link, the
deposed prime minister —
who has called incumbent
rulers "dacoits" —said he
was ready to "mend fences
with everyone". Sharing his
willingness to negotiate,
Khan said that a politician
talks to everyone; however,
he spoke against an agree-
ment with those who steal
the country’s money.

“General Bajwa asked to
give them NRO [National
Reconciliation Ordinance].
Who am I to forgive them
for  stealing  people’s
money?” the former prime
minister asked. But he then
went on and said he is
“ready to talk to everyone”.
Comparing himself to for-
mer South African presi-
dent Nelson Mandela,
Khan said he knows all
those involved in the assas-
sination attack against him
but is ready to forgive
them.

“Nelson Mandela spent
27 years in prison, but he
forgave everyone,” he said.
Considering the country’s
situation at present, the
politician insisted on unity
and stressed the need for
reforming the judiciary.

Speaking to his party work-
ers and the nation, Khan
reiterated that fresh elec-
tions are the sole solution to
the prevailing crisis being
faced by the country.
Lauding the Supreme
Court, the deposed prime
minister said that the apex
court took action as the
governors and the Election
Commission of Pakistan
did not announce a date for
the general elections in
Punjab and KP.

“T4 cases have been reg-
istered against me so far,”
Khan said, adding that the
establishment had asked his
party workers and leaders
to join the PML-N as they
had marked a cross on him.
Stressing the need for fresh
elections, Khan said that
instability would not end
until a public-mandated
government is elected in
the country.

“After the Supreme
Court verdict, I was sure
that they would conduct
general elections. Polls are
the first step towards get-
ting out of this quagmire,”
he said adding that political
stability will come from
elections and economic sta-
bility will follow. People’s
confidence, Khan said, will
increase when a govern-
ment comes into power
with a public mandate.

All PTI leaders, activists
released from jails

RAWALPINDI, MULTAN,
LAHORE (INP): On the
Lahore High Court orders,
the authorities have
released all PTI leaders and
workers who courted arrest
in Lahore, Rawalpindi and
Multan during the ‘Jail
Bharo Tehreek’ of the party
on Saturday.

The PTI leaders includ-
ing Shah Mehmood Qureshi
was released from Attock
District Jail, Asad Umar
from Rajanpur District Jail
and Umar Sarfraz Cheema
was freed from Bhakkar
Jail. Besides them, Azam
Swati was released from
District Jail in Rahim Yar
Khan and Murad Raas was
freed from Central Jail,
Dera Ghazi Khan. On this
occasion, Haneef Pitafi,
Zartaj Gull and Waleed
Igbal were also present.

The supporters of Jail
Bharo movement could not
even two barracks as only
435 leaders and activists
court-arrested throughout
Punjab. As many as 75 were

arrested in Lahore, 115 in
Gujranwala, 59 in
Sargodha, 47 in Rawalpindi
and four in Narowal.

Forty-one PTI workers
who surrendered to authori-
ties in Rawalpindi were
released from District Jail,
Hafizabad. Former MPA
Raja Khurram Zaman was
also among those who were
freed. Eight-three party
workers including Asad
Umar were freed from
District Jail, Rajanpur. As
many as 24 PTI activists
including Umar were shift-
ed to Rajanpur jail from
Lahore and 59 party work-
ers were shifted there from
Sargodha. .

It is to be noted that the
PTI activists who courted
arrest, were shifted by the
authorities to far off places
of Punjab where they were
to be detained for 30 days
under the MPO. Last night,
6 leaders of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf including
Zulfi Bukhari and Fayyaz ul
Hassan Chohan released

from the Shahpur prison

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shah  Mehmood
Qureshi said crooks could
never make New Pakistan,
adding that the country’s
foreign policy should be
based on self-respect and
dignity. He further said that
in 2018, PTI’s success
remained incomplete but
this time, Punjab has given
the party a thumping man-
date. While talking to
media, Asad Umar said that
he was proud that the
Tehreek-e-Insaf was the
party whose leader was the
identity of Pakistan and its
hope.

He was optimistic that
the Haqgeeqi Azadi move-
ment which was running
under the leadership of
Imran Khan would bring
success to 220 million
Pakistanis. “Decisions
made in closed rooms are
going to end and now the
country will run with the
decisions of 220 million
people,” he added.
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