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Shehbaz lauds PKL
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muha-
mmad Shehbaz Sharif has appreciated
the management and doctors of
Pakistan Kidney and Liver Institute
(PKLI) Hospital Lahore for launching
an important initiative of the state-of-
the-art Robotic Surgery. In a tweet on
Thursday, he said this great welfare
project was criticized by former Chief
Justice Saqib Nisar.

Ahsan meets Nawaz

MADINAH (Agencies): Federal
Minister for Planning and Dev-
elopment Ahsan Iqbal has met PML-N
supremo and former three-time prime
minister Mian Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif at Masjid-e-Nabuwi in Madinah
and inquired about his health on
Thursday.  Nawaz and Ahsan also
offered special prayers for the security
and prosperity of Pakistan at the
Prophet’s Mosque. 
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, General Sahir Shamshad Mirza called on
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

F.P. Report

D I KHAN: Jamiat Ulema
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) Chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman on
Thursday ruled out the pos-
sibility of holding talks with
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chief Imran Khan
who was bent upon creating
hurdles for the country.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the JUI-F
Chief wondered how dia-
logue could be held with a
person who said that he
would accept the elections
after he received results and

got a two-thirds majority.
He alleged that the PTI chief
wanted things to get done
according to his wishes as
he had already said that he
would dissolve the assem-
blies again even if he got a
simple majority.

He regretted that Imran
Khan, who should have
been disqualified, was being
made the centre of national
politics. He underlined the
need for the judiciary for
dispensing justice, adding
that holding elections within
90 days was a constitutional
obligation but how a date

given by the PTI Chief after
the stipulated time could be
acceptable?

He said, “The Parliament
had passed resolutions
expressing no confidence in
the three-member bench of
the supreme court.” How
the political parties could be
forced to hold talks with a
person who did not have
regard for the national inter-
est, he remarked. He said
the country was confronting
a number of economic chal-
lenges due to the flawed
policies of the PTI govern-
ment.

JUI-F chief rules out
talks with PTI chief

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Shaw-
wal moon could not be
sighted in Pakistan on
Thursday, resultantly, Eid
ul Fitr will be celebrated
across the country on
Saturday (April 22) —
making Ramadan of 30
days.

In a press conference in
Islamabad, Central Ruet-e-
Hilal Committee Chairman
Maulana Abdul Khabeer
Azad said: "We have not
received any testimony of
the sighting of the Shawwal
moon across the country."
"Eid ul Fitr will be held
across the country on
Saturday, April 22. The sky
was clear in most parts of
the country, while it was
cloudy in some places," he
added. The presser came
after the committee's meet-
ing — held at the religious
affairs ministry with
Maulana Khabir in the
chair — ended.

Members of the Central
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee,
representatives of the
Department of
Meteorology, Suparco, and
other relevant organisations

were present at the meet-
ing. The committee made
the decision after receiving
input regarding the sighting
of the moon from all over
the country. Earlier, zonal
committees from Karachi,
Lahore, Peshawar, Sukkur,
and Quetta confirmed that
they had received no testi-
monies of the moon sight-
ing.

In Karachi, Hafiz
Mohammad Salafi — who
headed the meeting in the
metropolis — said the
moon could not be sighted
in the city as the zonal com-
mittee did not receive testi-
monies. He said that the
moon could have been
sighted by 7:17pm.
Similarly, in Lahore, the
moon could have been
sighted by 7:10pm.
However, dark clouds and
strong winds precluded the
possibility of moonsight-
ing.

Zonal committees in
Peshawar, Quetta and
Sukkur all confirmed that
the moon had not been
sighted and no testimonies
had been received from
anyone. The
Meteorological Department

and astronomers had previ-
ously said that there was lit-
tle possibility of moon-
sighting today and Eid ul
Fitr would take place on
Saturday. The federal gov-
ernment has announced that
the Eid ul Fitr holidays will
commence tomorrow
(Friday) and will go on till
Tuesday (April 25). The
moon was sighted in Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, and as a result,
the Gulf states will cele-
brate the religious event on
Friday.

Australian Muslim
Council, in a statement,
announced that since the
Eid moon could not be
sighted today, the country
would observe the religious
festival on April 22
(Saturday). According to
international media,
Brunei, Japan, the
Philippines and Thailand
will celebrate Eid ul Fitr on
April 22. Eid will also be
observed in Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Singapore on
Saturday as the crescent
could not be sighted. In
Bangladesh, the meeting to
sight the moon will be con-
vened today (Friday).

Pakistan to celebrate
Eidul Fitr on Saturday

Muhammad Asad

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Minister, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari will lead the
Pakistan delegation to the
Shangai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Cou-
ncil of Foreign Ministers
(CFMs) meeting scheduled
to be held in Goa, India on
the 4th and 5th of next
month.

During her weekly news
Briefing in Islamabad on
Thursday, Pakistan's
Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch told the
media that the Foreign
Minister will attend the
meeting of the SCO
Council of Foreign
Ministers at the invitation
of the current chair of the
SCO CFM Dr. S
Jaishankar, Minister for
External Affairs of the
Republic of India.

To another question
regarding any bilateral
engagement/ interaction
with his Indian Counterpart
or ano another high-level
dignitary of India, the
Spokesperson told the
reporters that the proposed
visit of the Foreign
Minister is to attend the
SCO meeting, not a bilater-
al trip to a neighboring
country. Foreign Office
was, currently in the
preparatory phase for the
tour and any further devel-
opment/ decision in this
regard would be announced
in due course of time. 

While responding to a
media query regarding the
return of the Pakistan
Envoy to Kabul, the
Spokesperson noted that
Pakistan and Afghanistan

are two neighbors and it is
important for the two
nations to have cordial rela-
tions and engage in a con-
tinuous robust dialogue on
all issues. According to
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch,
Pakistan was committed to
a peaceful and state
Afghanistan and Pakistan
will continue its engage-
ment with Afghan authori-
ties on issues that arise.

Pakistan believes that
the return of the Pakistani
head of the mission will
contribute to our efforts to
further consolidate dia-
logue with Afgham interim
government, added
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch. To
another question regarding
an apparent slowdown in
CPEC projects, the
Spokesperson noted that
the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is the crown jewel
of China-Pakistan
Economic collaboration.

According to her, the
CPEC has offered tremen-
dous economic, monetary,
and trade benefits to the
people of Pakistan, in
respect of massive Chinese
investment, energy proj-
ects, road infrastructure and
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) boosted job oppor-
tunities, and economic
revival in the country. The
Spokesperson was of the
view that the CPEC proj-
ects are contributing to the
economic development and
prosperity of the people of
Pakistan, while those proj-
ects also have the potential
to prove their worth in the
future.

While commenting on
the situation in Sudan,
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said

that the government of
Pakistan is closely follow-
ing the developments in
Sudan and is continuously
in contact with local
authorities and the Pakistan
Embassy in Khartoum to
ensure the safety and secu-
rity of the Pakistani diaspo-
ra in Sudan.

According to her, around
1500 Pakistanis are current-
ly in Sudan whose safety
and well-being is a key pri-
orities of the government of
Pakistan. To another ques-
tion regarding the worst
human rights situation in
India Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK), the Spokesperson
said that Indian occupation
forces continue to impose
curb and restrictions on the
religious freedom of the
people of Kashmir during
the holy month of
Ramazan.

According to her,
Pakistan would continue
to raise its voice on human
rights suppression in
Indian-occupied territory,
while Islamabad will
extend all political, diplo-
matic, and moral support
to Kashmiri people in their
just struggle for the right
to self-determination until
and unless they became
able to achieve their goal
through just, free and fair
plebiscite under the UN
charter. The Spokesperson
stressed that Pakistan's
participation in SCO
Council of Foreign
Ministers meeting in India
clearly reflects the coun-
try's commitment to the
SCO charter, regional
affairs, and the overall
well-being of the people of
the region.

Bilawal will lead Pakistan
delegation to India: FO

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Issuing
a five-page order in response to
plea seeking general elections to all
national and provincial assemblies
simultaneously the Supreme Court
Thursday agreed with deliberations
process amongst senior Cabinet
members of the government and
their interaction with senior office
bearer of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) after Eid-ul-Fitr holi-
days in the matter.

Appearing before the 3-member
bench led by the Chief Justice Umar
Ata Bandial, comprising Justice
Ijazul Ahsan and Justice Munib
Akhtar, senior leadership of all the
political parties except Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam Pakistan (JUIP)
apprised the position of their parties
on a political dialogue being held
for settling a single date for holding
general election to national assem-
bly and four provincial assemblies.

Representing PPPP, senior advo-
cate Supreme Court Farooq H.
Naek submitted saying a process for
conducting such dialogue has been
initiated within the coalition part-
ners of Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM). He further said
that it is agreed that heads of all
political parties shall meet with the
opposition parties to arrive at a con-
sensus date for holding the general
elections to the said assemblies
simultaneously.

On behalf of the PML-N,
Khawaja Saad Rafique endorsed the
statement of Faroorq H. Naek and
expressed willingness of his party
to enter into negotiations with all
political parties to arrive at a con-
sensus date for holding of general
election simultaneously. Qamar
Zaman Kaira, for PPPP; Engineer
Sabir Hussain Kaimkhani for
MQM(P); Tariq Bashir Cheema,
PML(Q); Israr Ullah Tareen for
BAP and Sardar Ayaz Sadiq duly
instructed on behalf of BNP
(Mengal) adopted stance of the
Naek and Khawaja Saad Rafique.

“The PTI’s Vice President
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood
Hussain Qureshi assured the court
that notwithstanding the misgivings
of his party with the political envi-
ronment and disposition, his party
was willing to move forward within
the framework of the Constitution
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan,

1973 to negotiate on an agreed date
for holding of General Elections of
the National Assembly and four
Provincial Assemblies simultane-
ously”, stated in the order.

However, Qureshi emphasised
that the process of negotiations
should not be open ended and not to
be turned into a ploy for delaying
elections, which is the apprehension
of his party. He further submitted
that such process should be regulat-
ed by a timeframe to ensure that the
outcome is accomplished expedi-
tiously, failing which the Court’s
decision for General Elections for
the Provincial Assembly of Punjab
to be held on May 14 be complied.

On the occasion, Siraj-ul-Haq,
Ameer Jamat-e-Islami also
appeared before the bench saying,
“Dialogue and consultation is not
an option in public affairs but a
duty as enunciated in the Holy
Qurán”. He submitted that the
1973 Constitution forms the
inalienable basis for our political
structure through democratic gov-
ernment for which elections are
indispensable.

According to him the election is
not a matter concerning two politi-
cal parties only but the will of the
nation as a whole, adding the world
is changing and Pakistan must
resolve its own issues. He has fur-
ther stated that for a political dia-
logue it is essential for all partici-
pants to be flexible about their
respective positions and the
approach of the parties should not
be dictated by ego or pride. He sug-
gested a timeframe under which
two important events ought to be
accounted for: firstly, the wheat
harvesting season in May and sec-
ondly the occasion of Hajj.
According to him, General
Elections could be held immediate-
ly thereafter.

The top court said in its order,
Having heard the positive state-
ments of political leadership of the
country representing all major
political parties with respect to the
simultaneous holding of general
elections of the national assembly
and four provincial assemblies
gives cause for optimism that they
would agree to an election date
sooner rather than later.

While citing its earlier order the

court said the judgment relating to
May 14 as general election in
Punjab Assembly is in field which
ruling is binding on all judicial and
executive authorities. The bench
said in its order , “We are cognizant
that if political dialogue extends to
address all grievances, then it is
likely to be a lengthy process and
the correct forum for that is the
political arena and political institu-
tions. However, we did not find any
reservations to the negotiations
being centred solely on a one-point
agenda, namely, consensual fixation
of a date for holding of general
elections of the national assembly
and four provincial assemblies
which is a constitutional and legal
question. It is important that such
result is accomplished expeditious-
ly because our judgment rendered
in Constitution Petition No.5 of
2023 on 04.04.2023 has already
fixed the date of elections to the
Punjab Provincial Assembly as
14.05.2023. That judgment holds
the field and, therefore, its ruling is
binding on all judicial and execu-
tive authorities in the country under
Article 189 and Article 190 of the
Constitution”.

The Bench said in its order,
“Therefore, the proposal that the
first meeting of the representatives
of all political parties be held today
was appreciated and welcomed by
the Court. The Court adjourned the
matter till 4:00 pm. The Attorney
General for Pakistan was directed to
report the progress made in the mat-
ter today in Chambers”.

Later, the the Attorney General
for Pakistan along with senior
Advocate Supreme Court Farooq H.
Naek met the Bench in Chambers
and apprised them of deliberations
amongst the senior Cabinet mem-
bers of the Government and their
interaction with a senior officer
bearer of the PTI. They submitted
that a recess is being taken on
account of Eid-ul-Fitr holidays
because several political leaders
and party heads have already left or
leaving Islamabad for their home-
towns to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr.
However, a meeting has been
scheduled amongst the said leaders
on 26.04.2023. Later, the bench
adjourned hearing of the matter till
April 27.

Punjab elections delay case

Govt, PTI assures SC to resolve
elections issue through dialogue

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday said there was no
example anywhere in the world that the
court had stayed law of the parliament.

He said the parliament will use its con-
stitutional and legal right. He said he
hoped that the judiciary will uphold the
constitution and the law. Addressing the
launch of the 1973 Constitution mobile
application, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif said it was time for the state institu-
tions to get united for upholding the
Constitution and keeping the national
interest supreme.

He said Pakistan was currently at the
crossroads of constitutional challenges,
which required a sense of wholeness to be
demonstrated by the state institutions. In
connection with the golden jubilee of the
country’s 1973 Constitution, the mobile
application has been developed by the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
under the leadership of Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb in collaboration with National
Database and Registration Authority
(NADRA).

The application will act as a digital
source to help raise awareness among the
general public about the 1973
Constitution. Shehbaz Sharif said the
Constitution had its roots in the parlia-
ment, adding that according to the world-
recognized concept, the judiciary can only
interpret the law, but cannot re-write it. “It
does not happen anywhere in the world
that a court issues a stay order against a
legislation which is still in the making,” he
said. He urged the judiciary to reassess its

role and become the protector of the
Constitution.

The prime minister said the 1973
Constitution was the result of the hard toil
of the politicians from all backgrounds,
who arrived at a consensus in formulation
of the sacred document. He recalled that
veteran politicians of their times including
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Mufti Mehmood,
Khan Abdul Wali Khan and several others
rose above their political differences to
write a constitution that acted as a binding
force for the federation.

He said although politicians made mis-
takes in the past, but it was the time to rec-
tify them. “We have indeed learned a les-
son and we are making efforts to take
Pakistan out of these problems,” he said.
“Great people learn from their mistakes
and hold the national interest high.” He
said the government took over in difficult
time, however, said that it would not hesi-
tate in protecting the State and the
Constitution. PM Sharif said on the eve of
the 50th anniversary, the decision to
include 1973 Constitution in the syllabus
at schools and college levels was remark-
able in raising awareness about its sancti-
ty.

He expressed the hope that the young
generation would learn about the
Constitution and healthy academics
debates would be held at educational insti-
tutions. The prime minister felicitated the
parliamentarians, Speaker National
Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf,
Information Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb, Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah and NADRA on the launch of
the Constitution 1973 mobile application. 

Judiciary 
can interpret
law, but can’t 

re-write it: PM

Dialogueimp
erative for

stability: FM
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari Thursday said dia-
logue among political parties
was essential to achieve
political and economic stabil-
ity.

Addressing a news con-
ference here, he said Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) was
making endeavors to con-
vince the allied parties to take
forward this process. He said,
“Our effort is to save democ-
racy and the federation.”

The Foreign Minister
however said it will be diffi-
cult for PPP to convince the
allied parties to hold dia-
logue with the opponents
until and unless the court
order of holding elections in
Punjab on May 14 was taken
back. He said holding elec-
tions in one province at this
point in time will impact the
results of elections in the
other three provinces. ” We
support the idea of holding
the elections on one day
across the country.” Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said the
coalition parties were stand-
ing firm in backing the deci-
sions taken on the platform
of the Parliament.

‘Constitution
Mobile App’
available on

both Android,
iOS: Marriyum
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said on
Thursday that the newly
launched application of the
Constitution was available
on both operating systems,
Android and iOS.

In a tweet, she said the
'Constitution Mobile App'
can be downloaded on
Android using the link
https://t.co/MXtjRYyhy0.
The minister said that this
mobile application can also
be downloaded on iOS
using the link
https://t.co/8oEEFQ52HG.
It is worth mentioning that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif launched the mobile
application of the
Constitution on Thursday.

Meanwhile, Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb on Thursday
said the country had
achieved a major milestone
by integrating the
Constitution of Pakistan in
educational curriculum on
the occasion of its golden
jubilee.

"Integration of the
Constitution in the curricu-
lum is a historic milestone.
The curriculum does not
only include basic compo-
nents of democracy but
also highlights importance
and values of the difference
of opinion," the minister
said while addressing at the
launch of the 1973
Constitution mobile appli-
cation.

In connection with the
golden jubilee of the coun-
try's 1973 Constitution, the
mobile application has
been developed by the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting under the
leadership of Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb in
collaboration with the
National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA). The application
will act as a digital source
to help raise awareness
among the general public
about the Constitution.

"It is imperative to
explain the importance of
the Constitution to the peo-
ple, especially youth as this
(Constitution) is a guaran-
tor of their rights," the min-
ister remarked. She said it
was also important to sensi-
tize the masses about the
Constitution and its impor-
tance in their life.

Termination
of BISE

chairpersons:
PHC grants
status quo
Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
High Court (PHC) stopped
provincial government from
terminating Chairmen Board
of Intermediate and
Secondary Education (BISE)
Bannu, DI Khan and Kohat
while granted status quo, on
Thursday.

The counsel Khalid
Rehman Advocate informed
that caretaker government
has initiated process against
Samina Iltaf of BISE Kohat,
Bannu board Arshad Ali, DI
Khan board chairman Ihsan
Ullah Khan and Controller
Examination Bannu board
Dr. Faiq Jan to make new
appointments on the posi-
tions.

Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has already
provided No Objection
Certificate (NOC) to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa caretaker gov-
ernment, the counsel argued.
He added that caretaker gov-
ernment has requested ECP
for approval of posting and
transfer orders but now the
petitioners are terminating
from their positions.

The counsel argued that
terminating of BISE chair-
persons are against the law
and unconstitutional because
it is beyond the jurisdiction
of caretaker government to
make appointment on high
position on nepotism but to
holding of free and fair elec-
tion is the main objective.

The divisional bench of
PHC comprising of Justice
Shakeel Ahmad and Justice
Waqar Ahmad has granted
status quo against termina-
tion of chairpersons of BISE
Bannu, DI Khan and Kohat
while ordered respondents to
submit reply till to date fix
by office.
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ISLAMABAD (NNI): Shopping is
generally believed to be synonymous
with the spirit of Eid. From buying
new clothes to food items and other
necessities required to cook Eid-spe-
cial cuisines, the festive feels incom-
plete without meeting friends and rela-
tives adored in new attires, eating food
items untouched long ago due to vari-
ous reasons, and sharing happiness
with others. 

However, this year has people’s spir-
its low as their budgets have shrunk
compared to their desires, or more pre-
cisely desires cum needs. All thanks to
burgeoning inflation and stagnant
income, a private television channel
reported Thursday.

The markets are drawing crowds but
most people concur that they have trun-
cated budgets for Eid shopping. High
prices of various articles and inflation

have shrunk options for buyers. It is a
safe estimate that items are now priced
at atleast 100% higher prices than they
were at a year ago. Inflation does not hit
anyone hard if their income corre-
sponds to its speed of increase. It has
pushed the salaried class, a main com-
ponent of the economy, out of the “cir-
cle of happiness” thus defying the basic
definition of economy – known by the
name of “circulation of money”.

PITB, Unicef to
collaborate for

social protection
programs

LAHORE (APP): National
Consultant Social
Protection UNICEF
Pakistan Dr Jasim Anwar
paid a visit to the Punjab
Information Technology
Board (PITB) headquarters
at Arfa Software
Technology Park and held a
meeting with Board
Chairman Faisal Yousaf.

Both sides discussed
working together on creat-
ing an enabling environ-
ment for implementation of
social protection programs
and development of a
social protection registry
for Punjab. PITB Director
General (DG) e-
Governance Sajid Latif was
also present.

Unicef agreed to facili-
tate by organising work-
shops for the stakeholder,
which would help the PITB
develop Punjab’s social
protection registry. The
PITB agreed to extend its
technical support in suc-
cessfully rolling out the ini-
tiative and expand its over-
all outreach to the public.

Implementation
a comprehensive

action plan
LAHORE (INP):  Punjab
Caretaker Local
Government Minister
Ibrahim Murad has direct-
ed for implementing a
comprehensive action
plan for maintaining
cleanliness on Eid-ul-Fitr.
He requested the people
to launch their complaints
regarding sanitation
through helpline 1139.

Chairing a meeting to
review cleanliness arrange-
ments, the minister direct-
ed the chief officers of
local bodies and heads of
waste management compa-
nies in the province to per-
sonally lead and supervise
the sanitation operation in
their respective jurisdic-
tions. He said that the offi-
cers concerned and sani-
tary staff would not take
any leave during Eid days
and would continue to
work throughout the Eid
holidays. 

On the other hand leaves
of Rescuers have been
restricted and the Rescuers
shall remain on duty during
Eid-ul-Fitr.

In this regard, Secretary
Emergency Services, Dr
Rizwan Naseer appreciated
the Rescue staff for provid-
ing round the clock emer-
gency services even while
fasting during Ramazan.
He also reviewed the emer-
gency arrangements
through a video link meet-
ing with all District
Emergency Officers
(DEOs) held at Emergency
Services Headquarters.

Young man
shot dead

KARACHI (INP):  A
young man was shot dead
in Sohrab Goth, according
to police.

They added that Asal
Khan, 22, was killed near
the Junejo Colony grave-
yard. The body was shift-
ed to the Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital for a post-
mortem examination. An
Edhi Foundation
spokesperson said that the
victim left his residence to
offer Fajr prayer but could
not return home. Later, his
bullet-riddled body was
found near the graveyard.
Meanwhile, the trussed-up
body of a watchman was
found inside a factory in
New Karachi on
Wednesday.

The New Karachi
Industrial Area police said
that the body of Ghulam
Murtaza, 35, was recov-
ered from a towel factory
in Block-13-A, Sector-12-
D.

An Edhi spokesperson
said that the body was lain
there for the past many
old. There were also
marks of torture and his
hands and legs were also
tied. The corpse was shift-
ed to the ASH.

High prices, economic meltdown
overshadow Eid celebrations

KARACHI (PPI): Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has granted special remission to
all the convicted prisoners languishing in the
Prisons of Sindh Province on the eve of the upcom-
ing Eid-ul-Fitr. The Chief Minister through a sum-
mary floated by the Home Department granted spe-
cial remission to all the convicted prisoners lan-
guishing in the Prisons of the Province on the eve of
the upcoming Eid-ul-Fitr for 120 days, except the
condemned prisoners convicted of murder, espi-
onage, subversion, anti-state activities, and terror-
ist activities and those undergoing sentences under
the Foreigners Act 1946. In this regard, the home
department would issue a notification.
New Chinese CG calls on CM: New Consul

General of China in Karachi Mr. Yang Yundong
called on Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah here at CM House on Thursday.

The chief minister welcoming the new consul
general of China in Karachi said that the friendship
between the two countries was founded by Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. Since the brotherly relation-
ship between the two countries has gone on
strengthened with the passage of time. Mr. Shah
told the new council general to consider Sindh as
his second home. He added that the provincial gov-
ernment and the people of the province value
brotherly relationships with the Chinese. The visit-
ing consul general thanked the chief minister for
his support and cooperation. 

Murad grants 120 days
remission to convicted prisoners

Three perished
in road accident;

five injured

KARACHI (PPI): Three
people, including two
women and a child, were
killed, and five others criti-
cally wounded when a
speeding bus ran over a
rickshaw near Wandhar
Adda at Chowk Sarwar
Shaheed on Mianwali Road
near Multan on Thursday.

The accident occurred
when the speeding bus, en
route to Mianwali from
Karachi, rammed a rick-
shaw near Sarwar Shaheed
Chowk. As soon as news of
the accident broke, the
police and Rescue 1122
personnel rushed to the
site. The performed rescue
operation. According to
Rescue 1122, two injured
were shifted to Nishtar
Hospital Multan while
three were taken to Tehsil
Headquarters (THQ)
Hospital Sarwar Shaheed
for medical assistance.

The eyewitnesses said
that the members in the rick-
shaw were all from the same
family. They said that the
bus was in high seepd when
it hit the rickshaw. 



F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Red
Crescent Society (PRCS)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
become the only institution
to provide free medical
facilities and medicines to
over 100,000 flood-affect-
ed people at their doorstep
in 6 months.

In this regard, PRC KP
established mobile medical
units for the affected people
in Dera Ismail Khan, Tank,
Nowshera, Charsadda, and
Swat in August 2022. A
ceremony was held to
appreciate the services of
staff and volunteers during
the emergency phase,
where recognition certifi-
cates were distributed
among the officials and
volunteers who participated
in the activities.

On this occasion, the
Chairman of the PRCS KP
said that the Designations in
institutions are temporary,
and every person working
for humanitarian services is
obliged to serve humanity. It
is only fair to perform the
responsibility that one gets
in the best possible way. He
thanked the Norwegian Red
Cross for their assistance
during the flood situation in
the province. He said that if
the Norwegian Red Cross
had not increased their
resources, we would not
have been able to provide
free treatment along with
free medicines to the affect-
ed people at their doorstep in
6 months in the flood-affect-
ed areas of the province.

The best thing about this
facility is that it was pro-
vided at the doorstep of the
affected people. “He fur-
ther stated that after the
completion of the emer-

gency phase, our efforts are
now towards rehabilitation,
which includes the comple-
tion of initial surveys. In
addition, work is underway
on other projects, including
the provision of cash for
toilet construction, restora-
tion of basic health facili-
ties, and the provision of
expenses other than Insaaf
sehat cards for the affected
persons in government hos-
pitals in Nowshera, Swat,
and DI Khan.

On the other hand, the
head of the Norwegian Red
Cross for Pakistan, Dr.
Aliyar Iftikhar, addressing
the ceremony said that the
Norwegian Red Cross is
working with the Pakistan
Red Crescent Society
throughout the country to
help flood victims. The aim
is to assist the affected fam-
ilies in times of difficulty.
So far, with the cooperation
of the Norwegian Red
Cross in KP, help has been
provided to a total of more
than three hundred thou-
sand people in one way or
another, including the pro-
vision of medical facilities
to more than a hundred
thousand people.

In this briefing, Secret-
ary Pakistan Red Crescent
KP, Syed Ali Hasan,
informed that the number
of beneficiaries who have
been provided with medical
facilities and medicines
exceeds one hundred thou-
sand, including 21,205 in
Charsadda, 22,516 in Dera
Ismail Khan, 37,769 in
Tank, and 21,784 affected
in Swat district.

According to the Paki-
stan Red Crescent KP, after
the floods, from September
to December, complaints of
Respiratory Tract Infection,

Urinary Tract Infections,
Peptic Ulcer Diseases, Skin
Diseases, Lower respirato-
ry tract infections and diar-
rhea remained high among
the affected people. 

“Afterwards, in January
and February, cases of
pneumonia, respiratory dis-
tress, and tuberculosis were
identified, for which
Pakistan Red Crescent pro-
vided free treatment and
medications. According to
the report, at present,
Pakistan Red Crescent is
working on urgent meas-
ures including the provision
of clean drinking water in
the affected areas.”

PESHAWAR (APP):
Former provincial president
PPP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Engineer Mohammad
Hamayun Khan has called
for simultaneous National
and provincial assembly
elections in the country.

Talking to APP here on
Thursday, the PPP stalwart
said that due to the peculiar
situation, there is a need for
settlement of some issues
before the general elec-
tions. He said that PPP Co-
Chairman and former

President Asif Ali Zardari
had also favoured the same-
day simultaneous elections
across the country.

He said that the PPP
leadership had also expl-
ained the reasons behind
holding simultaneous polls
that how it would be possi-
ble to hold free and fair
elections under the supervi-
sion of a politically elected
provincial government. 

In case, going for the
elections of only provincial
assemblies in two provi-
nces will create a political
crisis and holding free, fair
and transparent elections
for the National Assembly
will become impossible.

Furthermore, he said that
separate polling of the
provincial and National
Assemblies will increase
the cost of elections, which
is not suitable in the pre-
vailing situation of the
country. Therefore, he said
the leadership of PPP is
advocating for simultane-
ous polls in the country.

To a question regarding
the role of the establish-
ment, he said that every
constitutional institution

has its due role to play and
their working within their
constitutional ambit could
guarantee free and fair elec-
tions in the country. He
termed the stance of the
establishment during the
current situation as wel-
coming for the future of the
country. 

He said that this time,
the establishment has clari-
fied in unequivocal terms
that they are with the peo-
ple and constitution of
Pakistan and will play their
role within the constitution-
al ambit and will not inter-
fere in political matters.

The PPP stalwart said
that politicians should set
aside their political inter-
ests to give priority to
national interests over their
personal interests. But,
unfortunately, he said some
politicians are not behaving
in a responsible manner. He
said that any politician,
who takes an oath of public
office solemnizes that he
will not utilize national
secrets for the promotion of
his personal interests.

He said that the PPP
chairman Zulfikar Ali

Bhutto had assumed the
reign of power in a very
odd political situation and
there were many national
secrets in his chest, but he
had never disclosed them
even at the time when he
was given capital punish-
ment and the judges who
have sentenced him to
death have also declared his
punishment tantamount to
judicial murder. 

He said that today despite
the deteriorating political
and economic situation, the
leader of a political party is
disclosing national secrets
and spreading anarchy and
uncertainty to promote his
personal political agenda
without showing any con-
cern for the national losses
due to his behaviour. 

Engineer Mohammad
Hamayun Khan has said
that the party is emerging
as a top popular political
party as several influential
political families are sitting
to join it soon. He said that
PPP believes in negotia-
tions and will welcome any
serious move for the resolu-
tion of the prevailing politi-
cal stalemate.
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PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Cult-
ure and Tourism Authority
(KPCTA) and National
University of Sciences and
Technology (NUST), Isla-
mabad signed a Memoran-
dum of Agreement (MOA)
to encourage University-
Industry collaboration.

Director Administration
and Finance and Manager
Digital Transformation cell
visited the university on the
directions of Director
General KPCTA. Under the
agreement, KPCTA and
NUST will collaborate on
various cultural and tourism
promotional activities,

research, and training initia-
tives in the fields of culture,
hospitality, and tourism.

The provincial govern-
ment is firmly devoted to
the promotion of culture
and tourism as an estab-
lished industry within their
jurisdiction. 

To accomplish this, they
aim to create connections
between academia and
industry, reduce any gaps in
the industry, provide oppor-
tunities for exposure to new
talent, and ultimately incre-
ase employment prospects.

KPCTA’s Director of
Administration and
Finance, Khurshid Alam

emphasized the authority’s
commitment to promoting
tourism in the province and
outlined ongoing efforts,
including the Integrated
Tourism Zones project, the
launch of a tourism police
force, and a 24/7 helpline to
support tourists. 

Director Khurshid Alam
applauded NUST’s efforts
in technology, digitaliza-
tion, and tourism research
and expressed confidence
that the partnership will
yield tangible benefits.

The documents were
duly endorsed with the sig-
natures of Associate Dean
(SEECS) Dr. Dr Faisal

Shafait along with Head of
the Department Research
(NBS) Prof. Dr. Muham-
mad Sabir and the Director
CTA Khurshid Alam. 

The event was graced by
the presence of senior fac-
ulty member Dr. Hassan Ali
Khattak, Associate Profe-
ssor of the Computer Scie-
nce department at NUST.

Senior academic staff
present on the occasion
highlighted the potential for
research cooperation and
offered their full support by
delivering technology-
based solutions with a
focus on tourism, hospitali-
ty, and culture. 

PESHAWAR (APP): Dire-
ctor Bait-ul-Mal Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa through a let-
ter to the head of shelter
homes in Khyber Pakht-
unkhwa announced the clo-
sure of all eight shelter
homes in the province due
to lack of funds.

The shelter homes would
remain active till the last
day of Ramazan, which is
expected on April 21, said a
letter issued by quarters
concerned to all the heads
of eight Shelter Homes on
Thursday.

It is worth mentioning
here that the Shelter Homes
Project was launched in KP
as a joint venture of the fed-
eral government and the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment, under which eight
shelter homes were estab-
lished and kept operational
to date.

The letter said that
despite repeated requests
by PBM to the federal gov-
ernment, as well as recom-
mendations, the requests of
the KP Panahgah Welfare
Board to the provincial

government, none of the
governments had trans-
ferred funds to Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal to continue the
operations of the shelter
homes.

Keeping in view the lack
of funds, the shelter homes
would either be closed or
handed over to the provin-
cial government for contin-
uation of operations in the
future, it added.

The letter said that the
operations of the eight shel-
ter homes would be closed
after serving iftari on the

last day of Ramazan, while
all the employees of shelter
homes would be considered
laid off after April 30.

Shelters Home were
being closed due to non-
provision of funds by the
federal government, it said,
adding shelters in Pesha-
war, Mardan, Abbottabad,
Swat, Kohat, Bannu and
Dera Ismail Khan would
also remain closed, where-
as, after April 30, all the
employees of the shelters
except the security guard
would also be relieved.

Treatment under Sehat Card Plus
program restored in KP: Health
Adviser

PESHAWAR (APP): Adviser to
the Chief Minister for Health
Services, Dr Abid Jamil here
Thursday said that treatment under
Sehat Card plus program has been
restored in Khyber Pakthunkhwa
after successful negotiations with the
State Life Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan.

Addressing a press conference
here, Dr Abid Jamil said that the care-
taker government has released Rs 2
billion to State Life and another Rs 2
billion would be released after Eidul
Fitr.

He said the past government has
started the project in haste and with-
out proper homework to ensure its
financial sustainability that resulted
in an increase in premium amount to
a significant level besides creating a
lot of financial problems for the care-
taker government.

Abid Jamil said there was hardly in
any country in world where free treat-
ment was being provided to the entire
population and taxpayers’ money was
being spent on treatment of influen-
tial and wealthy patients.

He clarified that the program was
not being closed and would contin-
ued. He said Sehat Card plus program
would be rationalized and a high
level policy board comprising mem-
bers of healthcare commission, health

department and relevant organiza-
tions would be constituted to approve
penal hospitals after evaluating its
services, equipment and doctors
strength.

He said recommendations of the
policy board would be tabled before
the cabinet for approval. He said
efforts would be made to provide free
of charge treatment under Sehat Card
to poor people and exclude wealthy
people.

Chief Executive Officer, Sehat
Cards Plus, Dr Riaz Tanoli said that
out of Rs33.4 billion arrears, Rs19
billion were paid to the state life
insurance corporation and Rs14 bil-
lion were still outstanding arrears that
would be cleared soon after receiving
the tranche amount from the Federal
Government.

Abid Jamil said that Rs238 billion
were expected to be received from

Federal Government soon that would
help address financial problems of
Medical Teaching Institutions and
Sehat Card Plus.

He said 66 percent treatment under
Sehat Card was made through private
hospitals and 33 percent in govern-
ment hospitals, adding district head-
quarters hospitals would be strength-
ened for extending full health cover-
age to patients at their doorsteps.

To a question, Riaz Tanoli said that
sehat card program has been protect-
ed under a law by the provincial
assembly and amendment through an
elected assembly would be required
to make any significant changes or
take policy decisions.

To a question, Dr Tanoli said that
treatment was being made in the
panel hospitals with complete evi-
dence through a comprehensive mon-
itoring and evaluation system.

PESHAWAR: Mayor Haji Zuabir Ali presiding over a meeting regarding
teacher’s service structure of Municipal Colleges Girls, Boys and City
Degree District College.

PESHAWAR: Provincial leader of PTI Fazal-e-Elahi addressing a press
conference. — F.P. photo by Ghulam Murtaza

PESHAWAR: People busy in purchasing sweets at a shop in preparation for
upcoming Eid-ul-Fitr celebrations.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad Azam Khan and caretaker
provincial minister Abdul Haleem giving a shield to Special Assistant Mehr Elahi.

Cloudy weather,
rain predicted

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Provincial Meteorological
Center Peshawar on
Thursday said that mainly
dry and cloudy weather is
expected over most dis-
tricts of the province.

However, isolated rain-
wind/thunderstorm with
isolated hailstorm is likely
to occur over Chitral, Low-
er & Upper Dir, Malakand,
Buner, Swat, Shangla, Koh-
istan, Battagram, Torghar,
Mansehra, Abbottabad and
Haripur districts. During
the last 24 hours rain-thun-
derstorm with gusty winds
occurred over most districts
of the province.

Rain recorded (in mm):
Dir 60, Kakul 28, Balakot
25, Tirah 24, Buner 17,
Pattan, Bunnu & Cherat 16
(each), Malamjaba 12,
D.I.Khan 09, Timergara &
Risalpur 06 (each), Kohat
Airbase 05, Kalam &
Mamad Gut 04 (each),
Saidu Sharif 03, Bajaur 02,
Peshawar City, Peshawar
Airport, Takht Bhai &
Landi Kotal 01 (each).

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures record-
ed in centigrade at different
stations of KP were Pesh-
awar City 28/16, Chitral
19/09, Timergara 23/13,
Dir 17/09, Mirkhani 23/09,
Kalam 10/01, Drosh 19/10,
Saidu Sharif 22/12, Pattan
18/13, Malam Jabba 11/04,
Takht Bhai 27/11, Kakul
19/10, Balakot 18/11,
Parachinar 19/06, Bannu
26/11, Cherat 21/11, D.I.
Khan 33/17.

3-months
remission in
sentences for

prisoners
announced

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment has announced a
three-month remission in
the sentences for prisoners
on the eve of Eid ul Fitr.

According to Provincial
Home and Tribal Affairs
Department, this remission
would not be applicable to
prisoners sentenced in mur-
der, spying, anti-state activ-
ities, terrorism, rape,
dacoity, kidnapping, finan-
cial crimes and other
heinous nature cases.

The male prisoners aged
65 years and female
inmates 60 years of age or
above and less than 18
years of age, prisoners who
completed their 1/3 sen-
tence would get relief.

Muqam 
left for
Umrah

PESHAWAR (INP):
Adviser to the Prime
Minister for Political and
Public Affairs, Engr Amir
Muqam on Thursday left
for Saudia Arabia for per-
formance of Umrah.

He was accompanied by
a former member provin-
cial assembly, Fazlullah
who would also perform
Umrah. He was expected to
meet PMLN Quaid Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
in Saudia Arabia. 

He would spend the last
days of Ramazanul Muba-
rak at Makkah Mukarrama
and Madina Munawara. He
would also celebrate Eidul
Fitr at Saudia Arabia.

PDMA EOC
to remain

operational
during Eid

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Director General (DG),
Provincial Disaster Mana-
gement Authority (PDMA)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Sharif Hussain has said that
the Emergency Operation
Centre of the authority will
remain operational during
Eidul Fitr vacations.

In a statement issued
here on Thursday, he said
that during the current spell
of torrential rains and or in
any emergency situation,
the personnel of the author-
ity will provide services,
guidance and other facili-
ties to the people.

The DG PDMA said that
the staff has been deployed
while the standby staff has
also been put on alert and
will remain available on
telephone call.

Furthermore, Taimur Ali
Khan, a spokesman of the
authority said that a dis-
patch has been sent to the
administrations of all dis-
tricts and concerned
authorities on April 14 to
put them on alert regarding
heavy rains, floods and tak-
ing of prior emergency in
case of land-sliding.

281 inmates
released

across KP
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: On direc-
tions of Chief Justice
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) Musarrat Hilali, the
District & Sessions Judges
of all the districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
along with the Judicial
Magistrates and Executive
Magistrates made jail visits
ahead of the Eid-ul-Fitar.

During the visit, they
disposed of petty nature
cases. Resultantly 281
cases were disposed of and
accused were released from
jail to celebrate Eid with
their loved ones. 

Treatment under Sehat
Card Plus program restored

in KP: Health Adviser

PRCS aids one lakh
flood’s victims in 6 months

PPP leader calls for
simultaneous National,

Provincial assemblies polls

Lack of funds forces closure of
eight PBM shelters in KP

KPCTA, NUST ink
memorandum of agreement
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Ramdan package
distributed
F.P. Report

BARA: Ramazan pack-
age was given away to
180 deserving families
here in Tarkho Kas,
Upper Bara, Tirah
Valley district Khyber.
District Khyber manag-
er Al-Khedmat
Foundation Said Shah
Afridi, Ameer Jamat-e-
Islami, Bara Khan Wali
Afridi, Jamat-e-Islami
youth wing Kamar Khel
Chief Tariq Ameen par-
ticipated in the well
being activity. The
Foundation distributed
Ramazan packages
among the deserving
180 families in Kamar
Khel, Bar-Qamber
Khel, Sepah, Nakay,
Malakdin Khel etc,
areas of Tirah Valley.
The package comprised
flour, pulses, ghee,
sugar and other edible
items. Dwellers of the
area thanked the organi-
zation and lauded the
welfare doings of it and
said in time of need the
Foundation extended
every possible assis-
tance to them to ease
their miseries.

Secretary visits
Children Hospital
MULTAN (APP): Sec-
retary Specialized
Healthcare & Medical
educat ion(SH&ME)
south Punjab,
Muhammad Afzal Nasir
Khan along with
Additional Secretary
Muzmal Bashir made a
detailed visit to
Children's Hospital
Multan on Thursday. He
met with Dean of
Children's Hospital, Dr
Muhammad Kashif
Chishti and discussed
various matters in the
meeting. The secretary
accompanied by the
dean and MS, Dr
Muhammad Kamaran
inspected different
departments of the hos-
pital, especially the
emergency ward, ICUs
and operation theaters.
He also asked the atten-
dants of patients about
the facilities being
extended by the hospi-
tal. The secretary
reviewed the ongoing
projects and the medical
facilities available to
the patients. On this
occasion, the senior fac-
ulty, including Dr
Waqas Imran, Dr Sohail
Arshad, Dr Asim
Khurshid, and Rana
Zulfikar, were also
present.

4 killed as car
hits bullock cart
VEHARI (PPI): Four
people were killed
when car hit a bullock
cart near Vehari on
Thursday. Police said a
speeding car hit a bul-
lock cart near Khadir
Pul Luddan Hashilpur
Road in Vehari. As a
result four youth suf-
fered severe injuries
and died. The deceased
were identified as 24-
year-old Zohaib, 25-
year-old Saqlain, 24-
year-old Shehryar, and
24-year-old Mansoor.
The bodies were shifted
to a local hospital for
medico-legal formali-
ties. Eyewitnesses said
that the car was being
driven fast and driver
could not control its
speed while hitting the
cart. No arrest could be
made till filing this
report. The police have
started a probe into the
incident. A mourning
atmosphere prevailed in
the houses of victims.

NOCs issued

SARGODHA (APP):
The divisional environ-
mental committee meet-
ing was held on
Thursday under the
chairmanship of
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Muhammad Ajmal
Bhatti at his office. The
meeting approved
issuance of no-objection
certificates (NOCs) for
establishment of 31
poultry sheds and 19
petrol pumps. The appli-
cation submitted for
issuance of NOCs
included 31 from
Sargodha district, 11
from Mianwali and eight
from Khushab district.
Meanwhile, the commis-
sioner distributed NOC
certificates among own-
ers of 45 petrol pumps
and poultry sheds,
approved in the previous
meeting.
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MULTAN (INP): Three peo-
ple — two women and a
child — were killed, and five
others were critically wound-
ed in Multan on Thursday
after a speeding bus ran over
a rickshaw near Wandhar
Adda at Chowk Sarwar
Shaheed on Mianwali Road. 

The accident occurred
when the speeding bus, en
route to Mianwali from
Karachi, rammed a rickshaw
near Sarwar Shaheed
Chowk. As soon as news of
the accident broke, the police
and Rescue 1122 personnel
rushed to the site.

According to Rescue
1122, two injured were shift-
ed to Nishtar Hospital
Multan while three were
taken to Tehsil Headquarters
(THQ) Hospital Sarwar
Shaheed for medical assis-
tance. On the other hand, the
eyewitnesses said that the
members in the rickshaw
were all from the same fami-
ly. 

Three commercial vehi-
cles impounded for over-

charging: The district
administration on Thursday
impounded three commercial
vehicles and challaned vari-
ous others for overcharging
during a special crackdown
launched in the district to dis-
courage overcharging on the
occasion of Eid-Ul-Fitr.

In line with special direc-
tives of the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Omer
Jehangir, the district
Regional Transport Authority
(RTA) launched a crackdown
against transporters charging
extra fares from citizens and
commercial vehicles
involved in other violations.
The RTA team impounded
three commercial vehicles
and challaned 15 others for
overcharging. The team also
cancelled route permits of
two vehicles on overloading
while a sum of Rs 175,000
was imposed as a fine on var-
ious vehicles over different
violations during the crack-
down.

The DC directed RTA and
city traffic police to continue

crackdown during the Eid
holidays and ensure strict
action against violators. He
asked relevant officers to
mention the complaint num-
ber on the fare lists which
were displayed at all bus and
wagon stands.

State land retrieved in
Sargodha: The Anti-
Corruption Establishment
(ACE) Sargodha retrieved
state land from grabbers in
Chak No. 112-SB, on
Thursday, according to a
spokesperson.

He said that ACE
Regional Director Asma
Ejaz Cheema had come to
know that some influential
people had occupied the
state land in 112-SB worth
Rs 3 million. She tasked
ACE Sargodha Assistant
Director Tasawar Bosal to
inquire into the matter and
take action. The official,
along with his team, con-
ducted a raid and got
retrieved the state land from
illegal occupants, added the
spokesperson.

Two women, child
crushed to death by bus

HYDERABAD (PPI): The
Secretary Regional
Transport Authority Muh-
ammad Saleem Memon
has launched operation
against transporters charg-
ing access fares from com-
muters during Eid ul Fitr
and returned extra charged
amount Rs 250,000 to the
passengers.

According to statement
on Thursday, on the direc-

tions of provincial
Transport Minister
Sharjeel Memon, RTA
checked public transport
vehicles heading towards
Dadu, Larkana, Quetta and
other cities of Balochistan
from Hyderabad at Petaro
Toll Plaza and found trans-
porters charged extra fares
from the commuters.

RTA staff also seized
some public transport

vehicles for violation of
government directives and
warned that licences of
such transport vehicles
would be canceled if they
could not implement gov-
ernment decision. RTA
Secretary Saleem Memon
warned that action against
transport vehicles charg-
ing extra fares would be
continued during Eid holi-
days.

Crackdown launched
against transport vehicles

SIALKOT (APP): Deputy
Commissioner Sialkot
Adnan Mehmood Awan
has said all departments
should intensify their
measures for dengue pre-
vention.

Chairing the of District
Emergency Response
Committee (DERC) for
Anti-Dengue meeting here
on Thursday, he said that
notices should be issued to
violators of the Dengue
Act, cases should be regis-
tered against them and
their properties should be
sealed if they fail to follow
the standard operating pro-

cedures (SOPs) despite
warnings. The deputy com-
missioner ordered for issu-
ing show-cause notices to
18 dengue focal persons of
various government
departments and android
users, who did not partici-
pate in the training session
of the anti-dengue applica-
tion for the end-users,
organized by the Punjab
Health Department.

He said the android
users, who were negligent
in anti-dengue activities
and doing bogus actions,
Punjab Employees
Efficiency Discipline and

Accountability (PEEDA)
Act would be imposed on
them. He also stressed
ensuring attendance of the
district officers and focal
persons of all government
departments at the anti-
dengue committee meet-
ings. The DC said that
dengue larvae had been
found at 50 different
hotspots in Sialkot district.
He said that for preventing
dengue spread again, envi-
ronment would have to be
kept clean and dry and
departments must perform
their responsibilities effi-
ciently.

Anti-dengue
measures discussed

QUETTA (APP): The Met
Office on Thursday pre-
dicted mainly dry weather
in most parts of
Balochistan while gusty
winds in central & south-
eastern parts and partly
cloudy in southwestern
areas of the province dur-
ing the next 24 hours.

"However, there is a
chance of light rain and
drizzle at isolated places in
districts Kech including its
suburbs." According to the
Met Office, the minimum
temperature in Quetta was
recorded at 11.0-degrees
centigrade and 2.9 degrees
centigrade in Ziarat on
Thursday. While rain was
received in Loralai.

Municipal secretary
for cleaning of City:
Municipal Secretary Mir
Dostain Khan Jamaldeni
on Thursday said that the
cleaning arrangements

would be effective on the
routes leading to mosques,
Imam Bargahs and grave-
yards on the occasion of
Eid-ul-Fitr. He expressed
these views while talking
to APP regarding Eid-ul-
Fitr.

He said, "The holidays
of the municipal employ-
ees have also been can-
celled and they have been
put on alert on duty with
the aim to provide facili-
ties to people on the occa-
sion of Eid."He said suffi-
cient arrangements would
be made for cleanliness
throughout the city, while
special duties of the
municipal staff were
assigned on the routes
going to mosques, Eid
places, Imam Bargahon
and graveyards for the
facilitation of masses dur-
ing the Eid-ul Fitr prayer
and afterward.

Mainly dry weather
likely in Balochistan

KAHUTA (APP): The dis-
trict police on the direc-
tives of Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Operations Rawalpindi
Capt. ( r ) Muhammad
Amir Khan, conducted
raids in different areas and
netted 22 anti-social ele-
ments including drug ped-
dlers, bootleggers and
recovered over seven kg
charras, one kg heroin, 68
liters liquor and five bottles
of liquor.

Police spokesman told
on Thursday that Waris
Khan, Cantt, Naseerabad,
Taxila, Saddar Wah and
Dhamial police rounded up
Idrees, Ijaz, Naeem,

Numan, Shahab ud Din,
Sabir, Zakirullah, Haris
and Amir Rehman and
recovered over seven kg
charras and one kg heroin
from their possession.

Bani, Race Course,
Dhamial, and Kahuta
police rounded up six
accused, Kashif, Safeer,
Kabir, Zahid, Waheed, and
Wajid and recovered 68
liters liquor and five bottles
of liquor from their posses-
sion. Naseerabad police in
their operation managed to
net a Proclaimed Offender
namely Ramazan alias Jani
wanted in a double murder
case registered in Toba Tek
Singh.

The spokesman said,
Gungmandi police con-
ducted a raid and netted an
accused for carrying fire-
works items. He informed,
Gujar Khan police in their
ongoing operations against
illegal LPG and petrol
agencies arrested five
namely Aftab, Ashfaq,
Sabir, Hanif and Nisar. He
said that police also con-
ducted raids in different
areas and held 39 profes-
sional beggars. The SSP
said that strict action in
accordance with the law
was being taken against the
lawbreakers and operations
against the criminals would
continue.

Police arrest 22
anti-social elements

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The local
administration and the
traders related to fruits and
vegetables business on
Wednesday agreed on shift-
ing the market to Mian
Banda instead of the
Khungi area. The agree-
ment was made during a
meeting of the fruits and
vegetables’ traders associa-
tion which was attended by
the association president
Habib Khan, vice president
Fazal Razaq, general secre-
tary Muhammad Ibrahim,
Gul Nawaz, local govern-
ment representatives
Kalimullah Sarhadi,
Shahab Utmani,
Muhammad Yousaf and
others. The traders’ leaders
met with the tehsil munici-
pal officer Kashif Khan,
accountant Badshah
Muhammad and Hanifur
Rehman. The traders’ rep-
resentatives informed the
TMA officials that they had
purchased suitable land for
the fruits and vegetables
market at Mian Banda. 

They said that the site
was feasible and accessible
for all the stakeholders. The
traders requested the
administration to ensure the
market shifted to Mian
Banda instead of the
Khungi area that was situat-
ed away from the city. On
this the administration
agreed and it was decided
that the fruits and vegeta-
bles market would be shift-
ed from the main city to
Mian Banda. 

Jail visited: The district
and session judge Lower
Dir Ms Phool Bibi along
with senior civil judge

Timergara Farmanullah on
the directives of the chief
justice of Peshawar High
Court on Wednesday visit-
ed the district jail
Timergara and released
four inmates Fazal Wahid,
Ijaz Ahmad, Abdullah and
Noorullah involved in petty
nature cases ahead of Eid ul
Fitr on the surety of the
assistant commissioner’s
personal bond.

Maryres’ children: The
Lower Dir deputy commis-
sioner Iftikhar Ahmad and
district police officer Tariq
Iqbal on Wednesday called
on the children of martyrs
police and Dir Levis’ offi-
cials and distributed Eid
gifts among them. The
additional deputy commis-
sioner Abdul Wali Khan,
DSP headquarters Fakhr e
Alam Khan and the Lower
Dir Chamber of Commerce
vice president Muhammad
Imran were also in atten-
dance. Speaking on the
occasion the DC and DPO
paid tributes to all the 50
martyrs of Dir Levies and
police department in the
district. They said that they
would not leave the mar-
tyrs’ families alone as
peace was established due
to their eternal sacrifices.

Eid traffic plan: The
Lower Dir police issued its
traffic plan for Eid days
according to which the
tourists going to parts of the
district would not be fined.
A total 158 traffic officials
would remain on duty dur-
ing the Eid days to guide
the tourists wishing to visit
the scenic spots. Talking to
local journalists DSP head-
quarters Fakhr e Alam
Khan said that all the tick-

eting officers had been
strictly instructed that no
traffic challan would be
given to the tourists during
Eid, but they would show
good behavior with them so
that they come here again
with nice memories. 

The official said that if
the tourists faced any prob-
lems during their journey,
they should immediately
contact the control room on
telephone number
09459250048 or traffic in-
charge Chakdara on
03453970443 or traffic in-
charge Timergara on con-
tact number 03453490896.
The official said that secu-
rity would be provided to
158 mosques and 40 eid
Gahs on the Eid day in
order to avoid any unto-
ward incident. 

Prisoners released: In
the light of the orders of
Lower Dir Chief Justice
Peshawar High Court,
Additional Sessions Judge
Wari Inam Khan visited
District Jail Timergara
along with Judicial
Magistrate and Executive
Magistrate issued orders
to release those who were
involved in small cases,
later he visited all the bar-
racks, especially the
women's section, juvenile
section, hospital, store and
cooking house, and
expressed satisfaction
with all the facilities, he
inquired about the prob-
lems from the prisoners,
However, no complaint
was received, the honor-
able judge also distributed
advance Eid to all the
inmates of the juvenile
section from his own
pocket.

Traders, admn agree
on shifting of fruits

and vegetables market

Farhan Ahmad

T
HE European banking
industry has faced sig-
nificant challenges in

recent years, posing threats to
the stability of the financial
system. The global financial
crisis in 2008 and subsequent
regulatory reforms have
increased vulnerability in the
European banking sector. The
collapse of Silicon Valley Bank
(SVB) has exposed poor risk
management practices, lead-
ing to contagion risks and
doubts about the effectiveness
of regulatory mechanisms.
Policymakers, regulators, and
stakeholders are actively
working towards addressing
these challenges and finding
solutions to ensure the stability
of the European banking sys-
tem.

The implementation of tighter
regulations and stronger capital-
ization requirements by regula-
tors in response to the global

financial crisis in 2008 has
increased vulnerability in the
European banking sector. While
these measures were intended to
enhance the stability of banks,
they have also resulted in unin-
tended consequences. The con-
traction in credit supply, as a
result of these regulations, has
raised concerns about lower eco-
nomic growth and further deteri-
oration of bank balance sheets.
Additionally, the European
Union's efforts to address the
high stock of non-performing
loans have faced challenges in
restoring the overall health of
the banking sector and facilitat-
ing lending to the real economy.

The lingering effects of the
global financial crisis, coupled
with the burden of regulatory
compliance, have posed signifi-
cant hurdles for European banks.
The increased regulatory
requirements, combined with
market uncertainties and chang-
ing consumer behavior, have
impacted the profitability and

resilience of banks. Striking the
right balance between stability
and growth in the banking sector
remains a key challenge for pol-
icymakers and regulators.
Ensuring that banks are ade-
quately capitalized to absorb
potential shocks while also sup-
porting credit availability to fos-
ter economic growth is crucial.
Sustainable and balanced regu-
latory frameworks, along with
effective risk management prac-
tices, will be essential in safe-
guarding the stability and
resilience of the European bank-
ing system in the long term.

Transparency and risk man-
agement are critical aspects of
ensuring the stability of the
European banking industry.
Regulators and banks them-
selves need to be vigilant in
managing risks and ensuring
robust risk management prac-
tices. Enhancing transparency in
banks' operations, financial
statements, and risk exposures
can help identify and address

potential vulnerabilities in a
timely manner. This includes
proper disclosure of complex
financial instruments, off-bal-
ance-sheet activities, and con-
centration risks in high-risk sec-
tors.

Strengthening capitalization
is also crucial for the stability of
the European banking system.
Banks need to maintain adequate
capital buffers to absorb unex-
pected losses and shocks. This
requires regular assessment of
capital adequacy levels, stress
testing of banks' balance sheets,
and appropriate capital planning
to ensure that banks have suffi-
cient capital to weather potential
crises. Additionally, banks
should diversify their capital
sources and avoid over-reliance
on specific types of debt instru-
ments, such as AT1 bonds,
which can be more vulnerable to
market fluctuations.

Efforts to address underlying
structural challenges in the
European banking sector are

also necessary to foster a
resilient and sustainable bank-
ing industry. High levels of
non-performing loans, particu-
larly in some countries, pose
significant risks to the stability
of the banking system.
Addressing these non-perform-
ing loans through effective loan
recovery mechanisms, restruc-
turing, and resolution frame-
works can help improve banks'
asset quality and reduce the
risks of contagion.

Furthermore, changing busi-
ness models in the banking sec-
tor also pose challenges. The rise
of digitalization and changing
customer preferences are dis-
rupting traditional banking mod-
els, and banks need to adapt and
innovate to remain competitive.
This includes investing in tech-
nology, developing digital bank-
ing capabilities, and exploring
new business opportunities
while managing associated risks.
Banks also need to enhance their
risk management practices to

effectively identify, assess, and
mitigate emerging risks associat-
ed with changing business mod-
els.

Policymakers, regulators, and
stakeholders must work together
to address these challenges and
implement effective solutions.
This includes strengthening cap-
italization, enhancing risk man-
agement practices, addressing
non-performing loans, and
adapting to changing business
models in the banking sector.
Sustainable and balanced regu-
latory frameworks, coupled with
proactive risk management and
transparency, are crucial for
ensuring the stability and
resilience of the European bank-
ing system in the face of ongo-
ing challenges. By addressing
these issues and implementing
appropriate measures, the
European banking system can
regain stability and continue to
play a critical role in supporting
economic growth and financial
stability in the region.

Crisis to confidence - ensuring stability in European Banking System

3 died, 2
injured in

road mishap
MUZAFFARGARH (INP):
Three members of a family
including an elderly woman,
her daughter and a minor girl
were killed and another two
sustained injuries in a van-
rickshaw collision near
Khokhar Adda on Mianwali-
Muzaffargarh road in Kot
Addu district on Thursday.

According to details, the
van was travelling towards
Chowk Sarwar Shaheed and
collided head-on with a rick-
shaw near Khokhar Chowk.

As a result, three rick-
shaw passengers of one fam-
ily including a minor girl
Muqaddas (6) d/o Umair, an
elderly woman Naseem Bibi
(80), and her daughter Saira
(20) died on the spot while
two other passengers includ-
ing the deceased woman's
son Abdul Kareem (38), and
a woman Misbah (30) wife
of Irfan sustained injuries
and shifted to Nishtar
Hospital Multan. Bodies had
been shifted to DHQ hospital
Kot Addu for postmortem
examination. Chowk Sarwar
Shaheed police registered a
case. Further investigation
was in process.

Smuggled oil recovered:
The district government and
police have recovered
229,156 litre of smuggled oil
during a crackdown started
from the last of March
against oil smuggling and
illegal oil agencies across the
district. As per directives of
the District Police Officer
(DPO) Tanveer Ahmed
Malik, the police started a
crackdown against smuggled
oil and illegal oil agencies.
The police have registered
205 cases during the two
months and recovered
229,156 litre smuggled oil of
worth over Rs 64 million.
The police have also taken
45 tankers and trailers into
custody during the crack-
down. The police arrested
176 outlaws involved in run-
ning illegal oil agencies and
smuggling oil.

3 labourers
killed

BAKKAR (PPI): Three
labourers, travelling back
to their native places to cel-
ebrate Eid, were killed and
20 others critically injured
in a horrific collision
between Toyota Hilux and
a Shehzore loader van on
Bhakkar-Jhang Road in
Bhakkar on Thursday.

On being informed of
the tragic mishap, traffic
police and Rescue 1122
personnel rushed the site
and started rescue opera-
tion. The injured are being
shifted to Bhakkar District
Headquarters Hospital and
an emergency has been
declared in the hospital,
said a rescue official.

PABBI: Activists of Anjuman Tajir Mohajar Bazaar Jalozai Camp holding a banner during a rally
against aerial firing on Eid night.

Fake drugs
seized
F.P. Report

D I KHAN: Drug control
staff seized fake and spuri-
ous drugs worth more than
Rs1 million, said officials
on Thursday.

The drug control team
led by Dr Rehmat Shah
Garwaki and Imran Burki
on a tip off along with
other staff and Gomal
Police raided a house in
Muslim Town Anjumabad
on Multan Road where
hundreds of injections
including various brands
of ceftriaxone, cefopera-
zone, sulbactum, dry sus-
pensions, syrups, tablets,
capsules, packaging mate-
rials, unit cartons and
labels were recovered.
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WASHINGTON (Agen-
cies): Former Vice
President Mike Pence
plans to counter his one-
time boss and former
President Trump's recent
remarks praising Chinese
leader Xi Jinping in a
speech, according to an
advance excerpt of his
address obtained by
Politico. "In recent years,
China has only grown
bolder in repressing reli-
gious liberty, trampling
human rights, committing
trade abuses, threatening
Taiwan and launching
aggressive military maneu-
vers in the South China
Sea," Pence is reportedly
set to say during his
remarks at the Nixon
National Energy
Conference.

"Under Biden, Chinese
influence is even spreading
on American soil," the
excerpt continues. "China
may not yet be an Evil
Empire, but under
President Xi, it certainly
aspires to become one." In
a recent interview with
Fox News's Tucker
Carlson, Trump described
Xi as "top of the line" and
a "brilliant man." "Some
people say Xi is a 'brilliant
man.' I happen to think he's
an evil man, whose vision
for the world is one in
which freedom is con-
strained, but Beijing's
power is not," Pence is set
to say at the event.
"Appeasement has never
worked a single time in
human history, and it will
not work now." "America

and her allies cannot allow
either China or Russia to
trample the liberty of our
friends - we must ensure
that our leaders send an
unambiguous message that
such aggression will never
be tolerated," the excerpt
adds. The former vice
president, who is weighing
a 2024 White House bid,
has recently taken several
swipes at Trump without
specifically naming his old
boss. At the Republican
National Committee's
spring donor retreat in
Nashville, Tenn., Pence
suggested the GOP must
"resist the politics of per-
sonality and the lure of
populism unmoored to
timeless conservative val-
ues," in a clear reference to
Trump.

Pence to target Trump’s
remarks on China’s Xi

KAMPALA (BBC): The
huge craters that pockmark
many of the roads in
Uganda's capital have
become the subject of a
Twitter trend. Using
#KampalaPotholeExhibition
, residents have been sharing
images of the city's many
potholes that their vehicles
have to gingerly make their
way around or through. The
local authority has acknowl-
edged the problem, saying
the cavities amount to 8,500
sq m (91,493 sq ft) in area.

But it added that it did not
have the funds to fill them all.
When academic, writer and
cartoonist Dr Jimmy Spire
Ssentongo started the cam-
paign, even he could never
have imagined the kind of
material that would turn up.
"That is not a pothole! That is
a pond!" he responded to one
person who shared a photo.
Some have turned the photos
into memes with graphics
added - like ships sailing
across potholes or people
chilling on the beach, com-
plete with palm trees, next to
other ones. The florid
descriptions accompanying
the images - including details
such as a pothole's age -
might be satirical, but they
also point to how long a par-
ticular road has been in bad
shape. Some potholes feel
like they have become per-
manent geographical fea-
tures, creating a series of
mini lakes whenever it rains.

A few weeks ago, when I
tweeted that in one part of
town there were potholes
within potholes, one follow-
er responded that the ones
on the road he regularly uses
had become stairs. "We have
potholes of every design,
and size, deep, shallow,
wide, narrow, filled with
water and dry ones, they are
all in Kampala," the deputy
speaker of parliament,
Thomas Tayebwa, has been
quoted as saying when call-
ing for a minister to explain
the situation. The Kampala
Capital City Authority
(KCCA), charged with the
city's road maintenance, will
from time-to-time fill the
crevices up with a clay-like
soil called murram. But piles
of soil cannot withstand the
heavy rainy season and the
murram gets washed away.
Dr Ssentongo says his cam-
paign is intended to shame
those who are failing to
maintain the roads, "to make
them uncomfortable at their
own incompetence".

"If they have any sense of
shame they should act," he
said, pointing to the dangers
of potholes and the fact that
city residents paid tax for
roads to be maintained. In
response, the KCCA tweet-
ed that the issue could not
be trivialised and it was
aware of the damage they
caused to cars. It said the
roads were "due for over-
haul... which explains the

high prevalence of potholes
and other road damages".
"The situation has not been
helped by the increased traf-
fic levels on the roads,
which in turn causes
increased wear and tear," it
added. Dr Ssentongo's
online "exhibition" is meant
to last for a week and the
academic is considering
running a weekly pothole
award in the future. With the
authorities being less than
tolerant of protests on the
streets, many feel this is an
innovative way for Dr
Ssentongo to address the
issue - and no-one has been
arrested yet for photograph-
ing a pothole. Some online
critics have said that the
exhibition might affect
tourism by keeping poten-
tial visitors away from the
country. But analyst Ivan
Rugambwa disagrees: "The
#KampalaPotholeExhibitio
n is not a malicious cam-
paign by unpatriotic citizens
looking to tarnish their
country's image. "It is a
patriotic act of citizen
agency to draw attention to
the sorry state of their capi-
tal so that those charged
with the responsibility to fit
it can do so," he tweeted. In
June 2010, some city resi-
dents took to "fishing" along
one road in one district of
the city, in their own attempt
to draw the city authorities'
attention to the potholes in
the area.

Ugandans rage over roads:
‘Not a pothole but a pond’

DUBAI(AP): The US Navy
sailed its first drone boat
through the strategic Strait
of Hormuz, a crucial water-
way for global energy sup-
plies where American
sailors often faces tense
encounters with Iranian
forces. The trip by the L3
Harris Arabian Fox MAST-
13, a 13-meter (41-foot)
speedboat carrying sensors
and cameras, drew the atten-
tion of Iran's Revolutionary
Guard, but took place with-
out incident, said Navy
spokesman Cmdr. Timothy
Hawkins. Two US Coast
Guard cutters, the USCGC
Charles Moulthrope and
USCGC John Scheuerman,
accompanied the drone.

The trip saw the drone
safely pass with the accom-
panying ships through the
strait, a busy waterway
between Iran and Oman
which at its narrowest is just
33 kilometers (21 miles)
wide. A fifth of all oil traded
passes through the strait,
which connects the Persian
Gulf to the Gulf of Oman.
"The Iranians observed the
unmanned surface vessel
transiting the strait in accor-

dance with international
law," Hawkins told The
Associated Press. He said an
Iranian drone and at least
one Houdong-class fast-
attack vessel operated by
Iran's paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard
observed the MAST-13
drone. The US Navy's
Bahrain-based 5th Fleet
patrols Mideast waters, par-
ticularly the Persian Gulf
and the Strait of Hormuz, to
keep open the waterways
for international trade, as
well as protect American
interests and allies.
However, Iran views the
Navy's presence as an
affront, comparing it to its
forces running patrols in the
Gulf of Mexico.

Iran's state-run IRNA
news agency acknowledged
the drone's voyage, citing
the AP. Iran's mission to the
United Nations did not
respond to a request for
comment. The 5th Fleet
launched a special drone
task force last year, aiming
to have a fleet of some 100
unmanned drones, both sail-
ing and submersible, operat-
ing in the region with

America's allies. Iran briefly
seized several of the
American drones being test-
ed in the region in late
August and early
September, though there
hasn't been any similar inci-
dent since. The MAST-13
now is operating in the Gulf
of Oman, where a maritime
shadow war has played out
as oil tankers have been
seized by Iranian forces and
suspicious explosions have
struck vessels in the region,
including those linked to
Israeli and Western firms.
Iran has denied involvement
in the explosions, despite
evidence from the West to
the contrary.

The MAST-13's video
feeds can transmit images
back to shore and to ships at
sea, helping sailors see ships
before approaching them,
Hawkins said. That can
come in handy, particularly
as the Navy and Western
allies have increasingly
seized weapons it believes
were from Iran bound for
Yemen. "It puts more eyes
out on the water, enabling us
to better monitor what is
happening," Hawkins said.

US Navy sails first drone
through Strait of Hormuz

MOSCOW CITY
(Agencies): A Moscow
court has dismissed a
prominent Russian opposi-
tion figure's appeal of his
eight-and-a-half year
prison sentence for criti-
cism of Russia's actions in
Ukraine. Ilya Yashin, 39, a
longtime ally of jailed
opposition leader Alexey
Navalny, was convicted in
December for statements he
made on his YouTube chan-
nel about war crimes
allegedly committed by
Russian forces in the Kyiv
suburb of Bucha.

Yashin said that he had
told the truth in his video
and that his conscience was
clear. He asked for the
Defence Ministry's main
spokesman - whose words
he was accused of contra-
dicting - to be summoned to
the court, something the
judge swiftly rejected,
along with Yashin's overall
appeal, according to a
Reuters reporter at the
court. The charges against
him stemmed from a series
of online posts discussing
atrocities in Bucha, a town
outside Ukraine's capital
where dead civilians were

found in the streets and a
mass grave after Russian
troops withdrew. During
his trial last year, Yashin
argued that a live-streamed
YouTube video in which he
talked about Ukrainians
being killed in Bucha cited
official Russian sources
along with Ukrainian state-
ments to give his audience
an objective view. "I will
not renounce the truth
behind bars," he said,
emphasising that he consid-
ered it his duty to tell the
truth.

Yashin, one of the few
prominent Kremlin critics
to have stayed in Russia
after President Vladimir
Putin launched the military
action in Ukraine, partici-
pated by video link in
Moscow City Court hear-
ing on his ultimately unsuc-
cessful appeal. Moscow
introduced sweeping cen-
sorship laws shortly after
sending its armed forces
into Ukraine in February
last year. Those laws have
since been used to silence
dissenting voices.
Discrediting the army is
punishable by up to five
years in prison, while

"deliberately spreading
false information" about it,
for which Yashin was con-
victed, carries a maximum
of 15 years.

International human
rights groups have
denounced the sentence as
a mockery of justice and
called for Yashin's immedi-
ate release. Before his sen-
tencing, Yashin addressed
Putin directly, urging him
to "immediately stop this
madness, recognise that the
policy on Ukraine was
wrong, pull back troops
from its territory and switch
to a diplomatic settlement
of the conflict". Asked at
the time about the
December 8 verdict, Putin
replied that Yashin's
lawyers could appeal it.
Russian authorities have
repeatedly used the law on
discrediting the military to
stifle dissent. A Russian
court convicted top opposi-
tion figure Vladimir Kara-
Murza of treason for pub-
licly denouncing Moscow's
war in Ukraine and sen-
tenced him to 25 years in
prison as part of the
Kremlin's crackdown on
critics of the invasion.

Moscow court rejects
Kremlin critic’s appeal

NEW YORK (AFP): Some
67 million children partially
or fully missed routine vac-
cines globally between 2019
and 2021 because of lock-
downs and health care dis-
ruptions caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the
United Nations said. "More
than a decade of hard-
earned gains in routine
childhood immunization
have been eroded," read a
new report from the UN's
children's agency, UNICEF,
adding that getting back on
track "will be challenging."

Of the 67 million chil-
dren whose vaccinations
were "severely disrupted,"
48 million missed out on
routine vaccines entirely,
UNICEF said, flagging con-
cerns about potential polio
and measles outbreaks.
Vaccine coverage among
children declined in 112
countries and the percent of
children vaccinated world-
wide slipped 5 points to 81
percent -- a low not seen
since 2008. Africa and
South Asia were particularly
hard hit. "Worryingly, the
backsliding during the pan-
demic came at the end of a
decade when, in broad
terms, growth in childhood
immunization had stagnat-
ed," the report said.

Vaccines save 4.4 million
lives each year, a number
the United Nations figures
could jump to 5.8 million by
2030 if its ambitious targets

to leave "no one behind" are
met. "Vaccines have played
a really important role in
allowing more children to
live healthy, long lives,"
Brian Keeley, the report's
editor in chief, told AFP.
"Any decline at all in vacci-
nation rates is worrying."
Before the introduction of a
vaccine in 1963, measles
killed approximately 2.6
million people each year,
mostly children. By 2021,
that number had fallen to
128,000. But between 2019
and 2021, the percentage of
children vaccinated against
measles fell from 86 percent
to 81 percent, and the num-
ber of cases in 2022 doubled
compared to 2021.

The slide in vaccination
rates could be compounded
by other crises, Keeley
warned, from climate
change to food insecurity.
"You've got increasing num-
ber of conflicts, economic
stagnation in a lot of coun-
tries, climate emergencies,
and so on," he said. "This all
sort of makes it harder and
harder for health systems
and countries to meet vacci-
nation needs." UNICEF
called on governments "to
double-down on their com-
mitment to increase financ-
ing for immunization" with
special attention on acceler-
ating "catch-up" vaccination
efforts for those who missed
their shots. The report also
raised concerns about a drop

in people's confidence in
vaccines, seen in 52 out of
55 countries surveyed. "We
cannot allow confidence in
routine immunizations to
become another victim of
the pandemic," Catherine
Russell, UNICEF's execu-
tive director, said in a state-
ment. "Otherwise, the next
wave of deaths could be of
more children with measles,
diphtheria or other preventa-
ble diseases." Vaccine confi-
dence can be "volatile and
time specific," the report
said, noting that "further
analysis will be required to
determine if the findings are
indicative of a longer-term
trend" beyond the pandem-
ic.

Overall, it said that sup-
port for vaccines "remains
relatively strong." In about
half of the 55 countries sur-
veyed, more than 80 percent
of respondents "perceived
vaccines as important for
children." "There is reason
to be somewhat hopeful that
services are recovering in
quite a few countries," said
Keeley, who added that pre-
liminary vaccination data
from 2022 showed encour-
aging signs. But even get-
ting numbers back up to pre-
pandemic levels will take
years, he said, not including
reaching "the children who
were missing before the
pandemic." "And they are
not an insubstantial num-
ber."

67m children missed out
on vaccines: UNICEF

NEW DELHI (AP): India is on track
to surpass China by mid-2023 as the
world's most populous nation, United
Nations data said, raising questions
about whether a booming, young
Indian population will fuel economic
growth for years to come. While
India's 254 million people between
ages 15 and 24 is the largest number
in the world, China is struggling with
an aging population and stagnant
population growth. That has sparked
expectations that the demographic
changes could pave the way for India
to become an economic and global
heavyweight.

India's young citizenry could drive
the country's economic growth for
years to come, but it might just as
easily become a problem if they aren't
adequately employed. Economists
have cautioned that even as India's
economy is among the fastest-grow-
ing as its population rises, joblessness
has also swelled. Tech giant Apple,
among other companies, hopes to
turn India into a potential manufac-
turing hub as it moves some produc-
tion out of China, where wages are
rising as the working-age population
shrinks. The UN report said India will
have about 2.9 million people more
than China sometime in the middle of
this year. India will have an estimated
1.4286 billion people versus main-
land China's 1.4257 billion at that
time, according to UN projections.
Demographers say the limits of popu-
lation data make it impossible to cal-
culate an exact date; India has not
done a census since 2011.

China has had the world's largest
population since at least 1950, the
year the UN began issuing population
data. Both China and India have more
than 1.4 billion people, and combined
they make up more than a third of the
world's 8 billion people. Not long
ago, India wasn't expected to become

the most populous until later this
decade. But the timing has been sped
up by a drop in China's fertility rate,
with families having fewer children.
India, by contrast, has a much
younger population, a higher fertility
rate, and has seen a decrease in infant
mortality over the last three decades.
Still, the country's fertility rate has
been steadily falling, from over five
births per woman in 1960 to just over
two in 2020, according to World
Bank data.

The country's population has more
than quadrupled since gaining inde-
pendence 76 years ago. As India
looks set to become the world's
largest country, it is grappling with
the growing threat of climate change,
deep inequalities between its urban
and rural populations, economic dis-
parities between its men and women,
and a widening religious divide. In a
survey of 1,007 Indians conducted by
the UN in conjuction with the report,
63% of respondents said economic
issues were their top concern when
thinking about population change,
followed by worries about the envi-
ronment, health and human rights.
"The Indian survey findings suggest
that population anxieties have seeped
into large portions of the general pub-
lic. Yet, population numbers should
not trigger anxiety or create alarm,"
Andrea Wojnar, the United Nations
Population Fund's representative for
India, said in a statement. She added
that they should be seen as a symbol
of progress and development "if indi-
vidual rights and choices are being
upheld."

Many are banking on India's rising
number of working age people to
give it a "demographic dividend," or
the potential for economic growth
when a country's young population is
eclipses its share of older people who
are beyond their working years. It's

what helped China cement its place
as a global power. "So far, we have
not been able to tap into our demo-
graphic dividend adequately. While
the working age population has
grown quite substantially, employ-
ment has not grown," said Mahesh
Vyas, director of the Center for
Monitoring the Indian Economy. He
added that the country has struggled
to create additional employment in
the last six years, with the number of
jobs stagnant at 405 million India has
had a phenomenal transformation -
from an impoverished nation in 1947
into an emerging global power whose
$3 trillion economy is Asia's third
largest. It is a major exporter of
things like software and vaccines, and
millions have escaped poverty into a
growing, aspirational middle class as
its high-skilled sectors have soared.

But so has joblessness. According
to CMIE statistics from 2022, only
40% of working age Indians are
employed. Poonam Muttreja, head of
the Population Foundation of India,
agreed, saying the country must plan
better for its young people. "This
large population will need a huge
investment in skills for them to take
advantage of the opportunities that
will come up in the economy for par-
ticipating in jobs. But we have to also
create more jobs for them," she said,
adding that investments were also
needed in education.

China responded to news of the
UN report with Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin saying
"a country's demographic dividend
depends not only on quantity but
also on quality." "The population is
important, so is talent... China's
demographic dividend has not disap-
peared, the talent dividend is taking
place and development momentum
remains strong," Wang said at a
briefing.

India will pass China 
to be most populous
nation by mid-2023

US sanctions
Nicaraguan

judges
WASHINGTON (Agen-
cies): The United States
has announced sanctions
against three Nicaraguan
judges for their role in
stripping hundreds of
activists and political dis-
sidents of their citizenship,
as the Nicaraguan govern-
ment faces allegations of
stifling opposition. In a
press release, US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
said that the judges had
helped facilitate "govern-
ment repression" and the
removal of the citizenship
of more than 300
Nicaraguans.

"The United States is
taking further action to
hold accountable perpetra-
tors of the Nicaraguan
regime's repressive
actions," Blinken said in a
press statement.
Nicaragua's government,
led by Nicaraguan
President Daniel Ortega
and Vice President Rosario
Murillo, has been criti-
cised by the United
Nations and human rights
groups like Amnesty
International for using the
judiciary to target political
opponents. "We will con-
tinue to use available
diplomatic and economic
tools to promote accounta-
bility for the Ortega-
Murillo regime's abuses,"
Blinken added. In
February, Nicaragua
released 222 political pris-
oners, sending them into
exile in the US.
Lawmakers then voted to
revoke their citizenship,
threatening to render them
stateless. A week later, a
Nicaraguan court also
revoked the citizenship of
94 exiled dissidents in a
move condemned as ille-
gal by the UN refugee
agency.

The sanctions target
Nicaraguan judges Nadia
Camila Tardencilla
Rodriguez, Ernesto Leonel
Rodriguez Mejia, and
Octavio Ernesto
Rothschuh Andino, whom
Blinken called "directly
responsible" for the con-
troversial decision that had
left "many of these indi-
viduals stateless".
Amnesty International
released a report stating
that the Ortega govern-
ment has sought to consol-
idate power through a vari-
ety of means - including
"excessive use of force,
use of criminal laws to
unjustly criminalize
activists and dissidents,
attacks on civil society and
forced exile". The report
was released on the fifth
anniversary of nationwide
protests in Nicaragua in
2018, when citizens took
to the streets to demon-
strate against austerity
measures and social secu-
rity cuts.

UN flays Iraq’s
hasty closing
of camp for
displaced

IRBIL, Iraq (AP): The
United Nations expressed
concern over the Iraqi
authorities' swift closure
this week of a displacement
camp that had housed more
than 300 families with
alleged ties to the militant
Islamic State group. The
UN office in Baghdad said
in a statement that the clo-
sure the previous day of the
camp known as Jadah 5 in
the town of Qayyarah in the
country's north was done
"without adequate notifica-
tion or preparation."

Aid workers, who had
also criticized the closure
as hasty and chaotic, said
authorities had notified
camp residents that they
had to leave - a day before
the beginning of the
Muslim celebration of Eid
al-Fitr, the holiday that fol-
lows the end of the Muslim
fasting month of Ramazan.
Initially, the migration and
displacement ministry had
set a closure deadline for
May. Jadah 5 was one of
the last remaining camps
for the displaced in Iraq,
which still has some where
1.2 million people internal-
ly displaced after years of
conflict. Aid groups have
pushed back against their
closures, fearing that vul-
nerable families, including
many women and children,
would struggle to integrate
in their hometowns and
would be stigmatized for
their perceived or real affil-
iation with IS militants.
Camp residents had said
they fear violence from
militias and tribes if they
go back to their towns of
origin.

"The humanitarian com-
munity is concerned by the
impact of the closure of the
camp," the UN office said
and reiterated the UN's
long and principled support
for "voluntary, informed,
safe and dignified return of
all" internally displaced
persons. Ali Abbas, a
spokesman for the ministry,
said that each family was
given 1,500,000 Iraqi
dinars (about $1,030) to
find new housing.

Cuban MPs
vote in new

five-year term
for president

HAVANA (Agencies):
Cuba's National Assembly
has ratified another five-
year term for incumbent
President Miguel Diaz-
Canel, in a move expected
to result in few changes as
the country struggles with
an economic crisis and an
exodus of citizens. "We
must assume this gigantic
challenge without slowing
down," Diaz-Canel, 62,
said in a speech following
his victory. He called
upon his cabinet to "face
up to obstacles and
resolve inefficiencies"
over the next five years.

Diaz-Canal won reelec-
tion with votes from 459
of the 462 legislators
present. He first assumed
the presidency in 2018
and has largely rejected
proposed structural
changes to Cuba's politi-
cal and economic system.
"He has proclaimed him-
self a president of conti-
nuity when what the coun-
try is asking for, and even
the agenda of the
Communist Party itself, is
an agenda of continuous
change," Arturo Lopez-
Levy, an analyst at the
Autonomous University
of Madrid, told the AFP
news agency. The legisla-
tors who voted to extend
Diaz-Canal's mandate
only recently faced elec-
tions themselves last
month for Cuba's 470-
member National
Assembly.

KYIV: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy visiting a hospital near Avdiivka in Donetsk region,
Ukraine.
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Pak-Afghan
ties, prospects
for peace and
cooperation

T
HE Chief of Pakistani’s diplomatic
mission in Kabul has returned to
Afghanistan's capital more than four

months after surviving an attempted assassi-
nation. In the first go after resuming his
duties in Kabul, Ambassador Ubaidur
Rehman Nizamani called on the Acting
Foreign Minister of Afghanistan at his office
in the Foreign Ministry of Afghanistan.
During the meeting, the acting foreign minis-
ter of Afghanistan Amir Khan Mutaqi hoped
that the return of Pakistan’s charge d’af-
faires in Afghanistan would improve ties
between the two countries. Muttaqi wel-
comed the release of the vast majority of
Afghans from Karachi’s prison and urged to
further increase transparency in the visa
issuance regimes of both countries.
Ambassador Nizamani expressed hope that
his return would improve the ties between the
two countries and that the Pakistan Embassy
would collaborate with the concerned Afghan
ministry on matters concerning visa issuance
and other formalities.

Pakistan Ambassador to Kabul was attacked
by a terrorist affiliated with the IS-K inside
Pakistan's Embassy compound in Kabul on
December 2, last year. A brave Pakistani securi-
ty guard foiled the assassination bid while the
government of Pakistan called back its Chief of
Mission amid anger over insufficient security
measures and serious security concerns in the
host country. Meanwhile, the diplomatic rela-
tions between the two brotherly countries
remained downgraded and there had been recur-
rent incidents of cross-border attacks on
Pakistani security forces, exchanges of firing
between border troops as well as the accusations
of hosting banned terror outfits and exchange of
statements regarding interference in internal
matters by the political leaders of the two
neighbors often appeared in the local and inter-
national media over the past months. The bilat-
eral relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan
remained soured despite a high-level Pakistani
delegation visit to Kabul and the continuous
engagement of the two governments over the
past several months.

Historically, Pakistan had always faced an
uncomfortable and unfriendly situation from its
first-door neighbor and brotherly Muslim coun-
try in its west, as the successive Afghan govern-
ments mostly stuck to their unreal claim on
Pakistan's land, while Afghan leaders always try
to leverage Afghan influence in Pakistan one or
the other way. Previously, Afghan Republicans
blatantly hailed the anti-Pakistan narrative of
the PTM, while the current interim Afghan gov-
ernment is hurting Pakistan's interests by mus-
tering the banned outfits on its land.

The government and the people of Pakistan
owe utmost sympathy and brotherhood to their
Afghan brethren who suffered unimaginable
hardships and miseries due to the persistent con-
flict and violence in the country over the past
decades. Pakistan hosted millions of Afghan
refugees on its soil for decades, while Pakistan
faced multiple social, economic, financial, and
security issues due to the continuous presence
and unrestricted entry of Afghan refugees into
its country. The current security and economic
challenges and the giant of terrorism are the out-
comes of Pakistan's Afghan policy during the
Afghan Jihad against the Soviet Union, before
and aftermath of the US-led War on Terrorism
(WoT) in the AfPak region. Historically,
Pakistan had always worked proactively out of
love and sympathy for the people of
Afghanistan and played a vital role in all region-
al and global initiatives regarding peace in
Afghanistan including the Geneva Agreement
and the historic Doha Agreement between the
United States and the Taliban. Pakistan thinks
the people of Afghanistan have the sovereign
right to form an independent government repre-
senting all political and ethnic groups in the
country. Similarly, the government of Pakistan
had been stressing to the global community not
to isolate Afghanistan, and help facilitate Kabul
in addressing the worst effects of years-long
war, and economic and humanitarian crises in
Afghanistan.

Pakistan and Afghanistan are not two com-
mon neighbors but both nations are tight in
multiple bonds of religion, culture, history,
language, and Muslim brotherhood. Both
countries have a shared fate and a joint destiny,
they could not remain indifferent to each other
during a difficult time. Both countries have to
act rationally by adhering to the policy of
peaceful coexistence, non-violence, noninter-
ference, and respect for each other. Meanwhile,
continuous diplomacy and bilateral engage-
ments are the only way forward to address each
other's grievances and resolve mutual issues.
Pakistan took the lead and repositioned its
envoy in Kabul to keep open the window of
dialogue and diplomacy despite all oppositions
and odds. It is time for the Afghan side to pos-
itively respond to Pakistani outreach to help
build momentum for the realization of a long-
term friendship and strategic partnership
between the two neighbors.

P
EOPLE don’t gen-
erally go into British
politics for the

money, although the
money isn't bad. The
basic annual MP's salary
of £84,144 is more than
double the UK average.
Ministers earn even more.
But there are quicker
ways to get rich. There
are careers where greed
can go naked. In politics it
has to skulk in itchy robes
of public service. Bankers
and hedge fund managers
don't need to explain
what principle called
them to global finance.
When Rishi Sunak did
those jobs, I doubt he was
ever asked why. By the
time he switched to poli-
tics, he had earned heaps
of cash and married
Akshata Murthy, the
daughter of a billionaire.
Cupidity was not the rea-
son he sought office.

Likewise, the prime
minister's failure to declare
a conflict of interest over
government childcare sub-
sidies probably doesn't
expose venal machination.
Only in the flickering
bunker light of internet
conspiracy theory does it
look like a devious diver-
sion of budget resources.
Carelessness is the plausi-
ble explanation. But it is the
cultivated carelessness of
an unusually rich politician
who is desperate to look
normal. Sunak has a reputa-
tion in government for
nerdy attention to detail. It
would be surprising if he
forgot that his wife owns
shares in a company that
trains childminders, or that
this company stands to ben-
efit from new government
childcare subsidies, when
discussing the policy with a
parliamentary committee.
The prime minister was
asked if he had anything to
declare. He said no, adding
that his interests were
declared "in the usual way".

Downing Street says the
spousal connection was

recorded in the register of
ministerial interests, which
hasn't been published. The
MPs' code of conduct asks
members to be "always
frank and open" about such
matters, which suggests
Sunak should have flagged
it to the committee. The
parliamentary standards
commissioner is investigat-
ing, which is embarrassing
for a prime minister whose
first pledge on taking office
was to govern with "integri-

ty, professionalism and
accountability at every
level".

It isn't much of a chal-
lenge to govern more com-
petently than Liz Truss and
break fewer rules than
Boris Johnson. Sunak paid
a fine for attending one of
the illegal Downing Street
parties during lockdown,
but something about his
geeky persona meant the
smell of reckless wrongdo-
ing didn't stick. It was the
same when he was busted
for not wearing a seatbelt in
a moving car. Sunak's

uptight manner suggests the
kind of person who is most-
ly fastidious in buckling up.
So the prime minister is not
in danger of being reviled
as a reprobate. His brand
can still be tarnished by
hypocrisy. It doesn't help
that his efforts to sound
authoritative come across
as preachy and his blokeish
affectations for the cam-
paign trail are cringemak-

ing. That is where the
money could get awkward,
not as a question of probity
but authenticity. Wealth is
no obstacle to electoral suc-
cess in Britain. Labour kept
wanting David Cameron's
poshness to be a problem
for him and it never was,
despite austerity, despite
shrinking real wages and
rising energy bills.
Cameron was accused of
being out of touch. Opinion
polls proved the charge was
resonating with voters all
the way up to the 2015
election, when the Tories

won a majority.
Since then, the cost of

living crisis has got much
worse, and the Tories have
driven the economy into a
ditch. But there has been
collateral damage to the
whole of Westminster,
regardless of party affilia-
tion. Voters may doubt that
Sunak feels their pain from
the comfort of his swim-
ming pool, but they also

don't want lectures on the
subject from Labour. And,
to the perennial frustration
of the left, plenty of people
see "millionaire" as a badge
of success, a desirable sta-
tus, not an insult or a target
for expropriation. But they
still think dues should be
paid, which is why
Labour's attack on the
Sunak family finances
focuses on the non-domi-
cile status that Murthy
enjoyed while her husband,
as chancellor, was scrap-
ping revenue from every-
one else. The most reveal-

ing feature of that story
when it broke was Sunak's
tin-eared response. He was
reluctant to engage with
questions. When pressed,
he turned prickly and self-
righteous, as though his
wife's honour and not his
judgment were the object of
scrutiny. It was around the
same time that Sunak was
filmed failing to operate a
contactless card payment
device. It was part of a bun-
gled publicity stunt in

which he put petrol in a
mid-range car that turned
out to be borrowed for the
purpose, because it was
humbler than any vehicle in
his personal fleet.

These are the sorts of
details that stick in voters'
minds. They can make the
difference between casual
acceptance that a prime
minister is rich - aren't they
always? - and the suspicion
that he lives far away on
Planet Money, squinting
down on the little people
below scurrying around try-
ing to make ends meet in

their dinky cars, with their
insufficient maths qualifi-
cations. The investigation
into whether Sunak should
have declared a conflict of
interest to parliament is not
going to reveal anything we
don't already know about
the prime minister. Nor, I
suspect, will it suddenly
shift opinions about him.
Labour can't make too big a
thing of it, not least because
last year Keir Starmer had
to apologise for failing to
update his entry in the MPs'
register of interests. But the
episode points to an insecu-
rity in the Conservative
leader: not his fortune, but
his resentment of the way it
defines him.

Sunak isn't in politics for
the money, but it isn't obvi-
ous what drives him instead.
He launched his first leader-
ship bid last summer with a
personal film about family
and opportunity, making a
parable of his immigrant
background. When that did-
n't win the hearts of Tory
grassroots, he rewrote his
pitch as a crusade against
"woke nonsense". To woo
fanatical Eurosceptics away
from Truss, he promised to
shred every legacy EU regu-
lation in British law within
100 days of taking office - a
commitment as dangerous
as it was unrealistic. When
Sunak did eventually
become leader, his mandate
was to clear up the mess left
by the person his party had
trusted more than him to
believe what they believed.
The circumstances made a
virtue of stability under a
prime minister who would-
n't move fast or break
things. But as time goes on,
and stability shades into
stagnation and decay, there
will have to be some sense
of direction, of purpose at
the top. Then living on a
remote planet made of
money could be a real prob-
lem for the prime minister;
not because he is rich, but
because he isn't anything
else.

Sunak’s wealth isn’t an image problem for
voters - except when he refuses to talk about it

Rafael Behr

B
ACK in 1959, there
were very few Arab
Americans running

for public office. One
Lebanese American did
manage to break through
the glass ceiling that year
and win election to the US
Congress - George A.
Kasem in California.
However, he only served
one term in the House of
Representatives. He was
later followed by fellow
Lebanese American Rep.
Abraham Kazen Jr., who
won election to Congress
in 1967 and held his Texas
seat for nine terms.

Although it was not real-
ly that long ago, back then
there were not many Arab
American candidates on
election ballots. Now, more
than a half century later, we
regularly see more Arab
Americans than ever enter
election contests for every
public office, from
Congress all the way down
to school boards, library
boards and city halls.

Still, the progress has
been slow. Too slow. The

number of Arab Americans
running for and winning
office remains low com-
pared to many other ethnic
and racial groups in
America. The question then
becomes, do Arabs simply
vote for anyone who has an
Arab name? Or do they
make the issues they repre-
sent the priority? It is a
quandary many Arabs face,
deciding between racial
loyalty and community
need.

The issues today are far
more complicated for Arab
Americans than they were
back in 1959, when Kasem
won, and even in 1967,
when Kazen first tri-
umphed. Those two politi-
cians were pioneers who
paved a path for the Arab
American community to
follow. In 1971, James
Abourezk, another
Lebanese American, ran for
and won a seat in Congress
representing the state of
South Dakota. After serving
only one term in the House
of Representatives, he
became the first Arab

American to win election to
the Senate, where he served
one six-year term.

At about that time, Arab
Americans were being tar-
geted for political persecu-
tion by the administration
of President Richard Nixon.
Arab Americans, regardless
of their patriotism, were
seen as potential terrorists
and FBI agents were
assigned - at great expense -
to investigate many of them
for merely having a public
profile, writing a letter to
the editor of a newspaper or
magazine, or advocating for
justice and statehood for
Palestine. Abourezk was
important because his polit-
ical success gave him the
influence to help launch one
of the community's most
important organizations, the
American-Arab Anti-
Discrimination Committee,
which he co-founded in
1980, the year after he left
Congress. He showed that
success did not just mean
holding on to office and get-

ting reelected. It meant
using that success to open
doors to other opportunities
that had previously been
closed to Arabs since they
first arrived on America's
shores. Political office can
serve as a platform for com-
munity empowerment on
many levels.

Still, the question the
community faces is the
choice between loyalty and
issues. What if there are two
candidates running for
office, including an Arab
American, but the non-Arab
candidate has a record of
having championed rights
for Arab Americans? Do
you abandon the candidate
who has served your inter-
ests just to elect someone
who is Arab? This is a far
more difficult question than
it seems.

It is a sign of maturity
when a community can
vote based first and fore-
most on the issue of who
will do more to help them.
How an elected official

treats and serves the Arab
American community is
more important than their
bloodline. In Illinois, Arab
American voters faced that
very difficult choice when
candidate Marie Newman
challenged incumbent
Rep. Dan Lipinski, who
lacked an understanding of
the community's needs, in
a 2020 Democratic pri-
mary. Lipinski and
Newman faced off in the
3rd Illinois Congressional
District, which a New
York Times analysis
showed had the largest
concentration of Arab
Americans of any congres-
sional district in the coun-
try. It was an important
seat. And as nice a person
as Lipinski was, his failure
to fully appreciate the
needs of his Arab Am-
erican constituents result-
ed in his defeat, ending a
family dynasty that began
with his father, Bill Lipin-
ski, who first won the seat
in November 1982.

But the real issue was
that Newman, who had

strong progressive and pro-
Arab credentials despite not
having an Arab back-
ground, was also challenged
by an Arab American.
Rather than rally behind
Newman, who had come
close to unseating Lipinski
in 2018, Palestinian
American Rush Darwish
also decided to run in 2020,
dividing the anti-Lipinski
vote. Many Arabs who
could have voted for
Newman instead backed
Darwish, who spent more
than $800,000 on his cam-
paign and received 6 per-
cent of the votes cast. In the
end, Newman unseated
Lipinski and became the
most pro-Arab member of
Congress Illinois had ever
seen.

Two years later, in March
2022, Newman, facing a
difficult fight because the
redrawing of congressional
districts had weakened her
chances, was defeated in the
primary for the 6th Illinois
District. Newman's loss was
a great loss for Arab
Americans. 

Should Arab Americans vote for
someone just because they are Arab?

Ray Hanania

B
UILDING on a long
history of security
cooperation, Saudi

Arabia and Britain are
expanding their collabo-
ration to achieve multiple
economic and political
objectives under the
strategic partnership that
was announced during
Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman's
visit to the UK in March
2018. A joint council was
established during that
visit to "commit to a
deeper and more strategic
partnership to enhance
mutual interests." That
partnership is based on
four pillars - political,
security, economic and
people-to-people engage-
ment. Post COVID-19
shutdowns, there has
been considerable
progress made on all four
pillars, but especially in
security collaboration.
More needs to be done on
the others. On March 28,
Saudi Arabia and the UK
signed several security
agreements in London
during a meeting between
Saudi Arabia's Interior
Minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Saud bin
Naif and UK Home
Secretary Suella
Braverman. Earlier in
March, UK Defense
Secretary Ben Wallace
visited Saudi Arabia to
meet with his Saudi coun-
terpart Prince Khaled bin
Salman and sign defense

deals. On Dec. 13, the two
countries also signed a
defense cooperation plan
in London. Together,
these agreements, under-
standings and visits map
out the growing Saudi-
UK security partnership.

The two countries' polit-
ical-security relationship
goes back to the 18th cen-
tury, after Britain estab-
lished its Gulf Residency
offices in 1763 to manage
its growing presence and
to deal with Saudi influ-
ence in the Gulf. Their
relationship was competi-
tive, at times hostile, and
remained so until the out-
break of the First World
War, when Britain priori-
tized ending Ottoman rule
in the region. This required
managing that competition
and defusing sources of
conflict, especially border
disputes. That was
achieved through the Darin
Agreement of 1915, fol-
lowed by the Uqair
Agreement of 1916. These
two instruments were
superseded by the more
comprehensive 1927
Treaty of Jeddah, which
paved the way toward a
more peaceful and cooper-
ative relationship. There
have been disagreements
since then, most notably
over the Palestine ques-
tion, and even armed
clashes, but the two sides
have overall maintained a
close and cooperative rela-
tionship over the past 100

years.
Last month, Wallace

reiterated the UK's "unwa-
vering commitment" to
cooperation with Saudi
Arabia in support of region-
al stability and security. He
cited the "long history of
UK-Saudi defense collabo-
ration" and a determination
to strengthen their capabili-
ty to "address shared secu-
rity challenges for decades
to come." A joint statement
issued on March 2 stressed
a "common desire for clos-
er industrial collaboration,
to develop key capabilities
and boost prosperity in both
nations, including in sup-
port of Saudi Vision 2030
objectives." The main
objective of this relation-
ship is to "support regional
stability and security" in the
Gulf. But both are also
seeking to maximize their
benefits by addressing
important economic goals.
For Saudi Arabia, localiz-
ing military industries is a
key objective of its Vision
2030, which aims to reduce
the Kingdom's dependence
on oil, diversify its econo-
my and trade, and develop
public service sectors. Part
of the vision is to localize
defense industries with the
goal of at least 50 percent
of military equipment
spending being domestic by
2030. Saudi Arabia's mili-
tary spending currently
exceeds $50 billion, most

of which is spent on arms
purchases from abroad.

For the UK, these agree-
ments are part of an initia-
tive to incentivize greater
global industrial collabora-
tion. The defense deals with
Saudi Arabia followed an
agreement to expand joint
efforts with Italy in the
space and cyber domains
and collaboration on the
Global Combat Air
Programme to construct a
sixth-generation fighter jet.
The agreements with Saudi
Arabia could include a sim-
ilar joint aerospace pro-
gram. The UK Ministry of
Defense has recently stated
that it wants "to encourage
innovation in our business
and attract new and nontra-
ditional suppliers in all lev-
els of the defense supply
chain. Our military cus-
tomers have put innovation
high on their agenda and
we expect this to be reflect-
ed in their future require-
ments." The objective of
sourcing new and untapped
supply chains in the
defense industry is predom-
inantly underpinned by
advances in technology and
technical skills.

Saudi Arabia makes
sense as a choice for collab-
oration in the area of the
tech-driven defense indus-
try. Vision 2030 has given
innovation a high priority
and, according to a report
by the London-based con-

sulting firm GlobalData,
Saudi Arabia's performance
in terms of patents has
recently been better than
most of its neighbors. In
2021, Saudis were granted
34.6 patents per million
inhabitants, followed by
Israel (12.5) and Egypt
(0.9). Partnering leading
Saudi and UK companies
could be the fastest way to
achieve the alternative sup-
ply chains both sides are
seeking in the technologi-
cally driven defense indus-
try. For example, part of the
Saudi-UK agreement
signed on March 2 is to
conduct a study to find out
which areas of collabora-
tion could be worth pursu-
ing in the air combat indus-
try.

The Saudi-UK Strategic
Partnership Council,
announced in March 2018,
aimed at strengthening this
partnership in all areas.
Regional security require-
ments have meant prioritiz-
ing that aspect of the rela-
tionship but, as we have
seen in the recent defense
and security agreements,
both sides are also seeking
to include economic objec-
tives, including localizing
defense industries and
investing in technology-
driven security solutions.
Progress on people-to-peo-
ple engagement has also
been impressive, supported
by the return of students
and tourists. Tourism in
particular was boosted by

the relaxation of visa rules.
Saudi Arabia has granted
visas on arrival to British
visitors and the UK has
granted visa waivers for
single-entry Saudi tourists
and short business visits.
But more work needs to be
done for students and
longer-term visitors to
encourage business people
from both sides to travel
more frequently and stay
longer when needed.

And more work is espe-
cially needed to meet the
strategic partnership's
objective of boosting two-
way trade and investment.
Saudi Arabia's growing
economy is fueled by
investment, public as well
as private, and both local
and foreign. In 2022, the
Saudi economy marked a
historic milestone by
exceeding $1 trillion in
goods and services, making
it the fastest-growing econ-
omy globally and the
largest regional economy.
British investment could
help in that renaissance.
Conversely, Saudi and
other Gulf investments
could help propel the
British economy beyond its
current post-Brexit slow-
down. One way to spur
trade and investment
would be to create greater
awareness of the opportu-
nities available in both
economies, along with a
willingness to speedily
ease trade and investment
barriers. 

Saudi-UK partnership ready to grow in all fields
Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg

He said no, adding that his interests were declared "in the usual
way". Downing Street says the spousal connection was recorded in the
register of ministerial interests, which hasn't been published. The MPs'

code of conduct asks members to be "always frank and open" about
such matters, which suggests Sunak should have flagged it to the com-

mittee. The parliamentary standards commissioner is investigating,
which is embarrassing for a prime minister whose first pledge on taking
office was to govern with "integrity, professionalism and accountability
at every level". It isn't much of a challenge to govern more competently
than Liz Truss and break fewer rules than Boris Johnson. Sunak paid a
fine for attending one of the illegal Downing Street parties during lock-
down, but something about his geeky persona meant the smell of reck-
less wrongdoing didn't stick. It was the same when he was busted for
not wearing a seatbelt in a moving car. Sunak's uptight manner sug-

gests the kind of person who is mostly fastidious in buckling up. So the
prime minister is not in danger of being reviled as a reprobate. His

brand can still be tarnished by hypocrisy.



E
NLIGHTENED America
stirs. A sliver of hope tanta-
lises after years of what has

amounted to a new dark age
where a kind of Muzak of mad-
ness has dominated what could
charitably be described as the
"public discourse" in the dis-
United States. A familiar gallery
of rich, pampered bullies mas-
querading as "journalists", politi-
cians and "free-speech" apostles
has enjoyed, until recently, the
licence - that money and position
afford - to shout and strut about
with impunity.

Enlightened America has had
enough and now, happily, seems to
understand that to defeat a bully
means having to confront the bully.
What a delight it has been to watch
as the elections technology compa-
ny, Dominion Voting Systems, takes
a righteous stand against the rich,
pampered bullies at Fox non-News.
Rather than cower or demur in the
face of a fight, Dominion embraced
the necessity to defend the truth and
its name after both were assaulted
by the prime-time bullies in the
service and pay of a billionaire,
Australian alpha bully.

Since Dominion launched its
defamation suit in 2021, the once-
obscure firm has done a wondrous
job in exposing how the bullies at
Fox non-News not only lied repeat-
edly about the outcome of the 2020
presidential election, but knew they
were lying all along to mollify their
fact-allergic audience and to turn, of
course, a handsome profit. Opening
statements, which were set to begin
on Monday in a Delaware court-
room, have been delayed.
Reportedly, both sides were said to
be trying to reach a settlement
before the sensational case goes to
trial. Apart from being awarded an
oh-so-satisfying mountain of
money, Dominion wants Fox non-
News to apologise for lying again
and again and again about its fic-

tional role in a fictional plot to flip
votes from Donald Trump to Joe
Biden. Whatever the outcome -
inside or outside a courtroom -
Dominion has already prevailed by
embarrassing a cocky bunch of TV
studio toughs who believed, no
doubt, that they were untouchable,
beyond accountability.

The bullies at Fox non-News
share that defining sense of immu-
nity and entitlement with Trump, a
career bully they publicly champi-
oned, but privately mocked. Like
Fox boss Rupert Murdoch and his
swaggering company, Trump has
had to endure a legal comeuppance
that he had, until earlier this month,
been able to avoid like a modern-
day reincarnation of the slippery
mobster, Al Capone. "Don" Trump's
reliance on delay and distraction to
escape being indicted did not work
this time. Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg finally did
what frustrated prosecutors in his
office believed they had gathered
ample ammunition to do years ago -
charge Trump. Belatedly, Bragg
squared up to the bully-in-chief.
Enlightened Americans and the
country's fraying notion of the rule
of law thanked him for it.

For once, Trump's tantrum-trig-
ger trap was shut tight as he sat in a
New York courtroom, flanked by
lawyers. Trump looked small and
defeated, the trademark bluster
drained out of him in the remark-
able moment by a terse judge who
will, in time, decide his fate. The
doubters and naysayers who dis-
missed the indictment as thin gruel
missed the point. By challenging
the bully-in-chief, Bragg had invit-
ed other district attorneys and a spe-
cial counsel to follow his historic
lead and affirm that no one, includ-
ing former presidents, is above the
law. That is important. Still, bullies
attract bullies. So, it was no surprise

that full-time flame-thrower,
Marjorie Taylor Greene, travelled to
New York to exploit the opportuni-
ty to confirm her MAGA-spouting
credentials. Enlightened New
Yorkers were having none of it.
Armed only with whistles, they sur-
rounded and drowned out the
Georgia congresswoman, as she
tried, in vain, to be heard with a
bullhorn above the glorious din.
Beaten, Taylor Greene retreated into
a large SUV and scurried away as
bullies are apt to do when they are
defied face-to-face. Her gaggle of
supporters broke out into a limp
chant of "USA, USA" that, like
their piqued patron, faded into irrel-
evance. Perhaps taking his cue from
pissed-off New Yorkers, Bragg also
put Congressman Jim Jordan, a
Trump attack dog, on notice. Bragg
was through playing polite with so-
called "lawmakers" more interested
in protecting a hush-money-paying
thug than abiding by the US
Constitution.

Bragg is suing the House
Judiciary chairman over what the
district attorney describes as a
"transparent campaign to intimidate
and attack" his office's case against
Trump. Good for him. Message
delivered: Bullies will no longer be
tolerated. Meet you in court. The
same message was delivered by
enlightened voters in Wisconsin,
who, in record numbers, showed up
at the polls in early April to remove
an election-and-abortion-rights-
denying bully-in-a-black-robe. Dan
Kelly was crushed by former judge
and prosecutor Janet Protasiewicz.
Her persuasive win means an end to
15-year control of the state supreme
court by arch-conservatives at a
time it is hearing a lawsuit calling
for Wisconsin's 19th-century abor-
tion ban to be scrapped.

The same message of defiance
was delivered by three Tennessee

legislators who took on the state's
Republican super majority over its
failure to protect school children
from being dismembered and mur-
dered by automatic weapon-toting
assassins.

Two of the three members who
happen to be Black - Justin J
Pearson and Justin Jones - were
expelled from the Tennessee House
of Representatives on April 6 by
racist Republican bullies intent on
silencing dissent.

The gambit failed. Enlightened
citizens flooded the streets and leg-
islature in a powerful show of soli-
darity with Pearson and Jones. Days
later, the pair returned to their seats
in the state House. The bullies had,
once again, been routed. Then, last
week, editorial leaders at PBS and
NPR told electric car salesman,
Elon Musk, and his money haemor-
rhaging, social media vanity proj-
ect, Twitter, in effect, to take a
much-deserved hike. Musk, the
bully with a bulging bank account,
had tried to discredit NPR's journal-
ism by labelling it as "state-affiliat-
ed media" on its popular Twitter
accounts. To its credit, NPR
responded to the blatant falsehood
and Musk's smear by announcing
that it was abandoning Twitter.

PBS did the same after Twitter
affixed "government-funded
media" to its accounts, as well. Both
news organisations chafed at the
implication that their newsrooms
are staffed by propagandists, not
journalists.

Marvellous. Journalists are sup-
posed to stand up to bullies. Pardon
the pun, but bully for NPR and PBS.
I hope more journalists and news
organisations follow laudable suit.
Bit by encouraging bit, enlightened
America is, to borrow a phrase, tak-
ing back its dazed and disoriented
country from the grifters and charla-
tans who have disfigured it for noto-
riety and cash. That is the definition
of patriotism.

The Frontier Post 7Opinion Friday, April 21, 2023

Important Notice
The Frontier Post will not be responsible for the comments in the articles
and letters. The Frontier Post requests the writers of articles and letters
to please make sure that they write their email addresses and mention
the names of the cities, towns, districts or tehsil of their 
residences at the bottom of their articles and letters.

American patriots: Stand up
to bullies, and they’ll cower

Andrew Mitrovica

A
LBINA is 11, her little
brother Danilo 9, and until
recently they lived with

their mother Ina and baby brother
Kolya, aged 3, in a Ukrainian vil-
lage barely five miles from the
Russian border.

In May, the young family's lives
were ripped apart. Albina and Danilo
were forcibly deported to Russia,
leaving behind their mother and
youngest brother. In all, Ukrainian
officials estimate roughly 20,000
children have been forcibly removed
from their families in Ukraine and
taken to Russia or Russian-occupied
territories since the full-scale inva-
sion began a little over a year ago.

Some have been subjected to hor-
rific conditions in their captivity. All
have been torn from mothers,
fathers, families and homes - some
for nearly a year, since the early days
of the war.

In recent weeks, a handful -
including Albina and Danilo - have
been reunited with their families
thanks to humanitarian organization
Save Ukraine and its volunteers who
ventured into Russian territory to
free the children. These deportations
are utterly unconscionable, beyond
humanity - as the International
Criminal Court has now recognized
by indicting Russian President
Vladimir Putin and his top aide for
childrens' affairs.

In a lengthy phone conversation
with Albina and Danilo's aunt, Yana,
this week, we discussed how the
deportations unfolded - and the
remarkable mission to bring these
children home.

Yana, who also lived in the same
Ukrainian village as the children,
said that within hours of the full-
scale invasion on February 24 last
year, Russian troops had set up
checkpoints throughout the town,
carrying out door-to-door searches
for anyone with ties to the Ukrainian
government, police or military.
When the Russians found someone,
the individuals simply disappeared,
she said.

At 9.00 a.m. the invaders herded
everyone into the local sports stadi-
um and announced they had no
intention of hurting any civilians,
that their quarrel was with the
Ukrainian government. In the inter-
im, life went on in the village, while
Russian troops patrolled the streets
and everyone lived in fear of sudden
searches and seizures.

In April, there was a change.
There arrived a new set of occupa-
tion forces - from the Russian Far
East. A region from where troops
were already accused of "commit-
ting war crimes in Bucha," Yana
explained. Then on May 5, the evac-
uation began. Villagers were given
40 minutes to pack their belongings.
A fleet of buses arrived. Albina and
Danilo were given no option. But
their grandmother, with roots on both
sides of the border, and with whom
the children were staying, was
allowed to accompany them. Mother
Irina and youngest sibling Kolya
were spared because of his age. The
fleet headed for the Russian border.
The kidnappings had begun.

Here, Yana picks up the story
from the moment the children and
their grandmother crossed the border
into Russia.

Yana: They went immediately to a
filtration camp, and they were told if
you have somewhere to live in
Russia you can go there. But if not,
we will send you somewhere else in
Russia.

The grandmother who was with
the two children had a house in the
Russian region of Belgorod because

her parents had lived there, and this
was only about 5 kilometers from the
border.

So, this is where they went. The
grandmother also had a sister and a
brother in the area.

The children went to a Russian
school. But the entire time the group
of them were trying to plan how the
children could come back to Ukraine
and reunite with their mother.

They kept thinking that it would
just be two to three weeks and it
would end, and they could return to
Ukraine.

At passport control when they
crossed the border into Russia, they
were told that they could stay in
Russia for up to a year without any
problem. They were also promised
that they could go back to Ukraine
regularly, but this promise was not
upheld.

They were also told that after
about a year staying on Russian ter-
ritory, they would have to apply for
Russian citizenship. So, with this in
mind, they were looking for ways to
get out of Russia as soon as possible.

It was just not possible to simply
cross the border from Russia into
Ukraine because of the heavy mili-
tary presence. Furthermore, the
entire territory, the border territory is
completely mined.

Not just the checkpoints and the
passport control points and the bor-
der crossings - but the houses, the
roads. Everything is completely
mined and under active shelling so
it's just completely unsafe to cross
even if they wanted to.

After about six months, the
Russian authorities told them that
they needed to apply for Russian cit-
izenship, or the social payments
would stop.

They were heavily putting pres-
sure on the grandmother to apply for
Russian citizenship and get Russian
documents. They were telling her
that this was the only way for her to
get medicine for herself and the chil-
dren.

They were telling her that as a
grandmother she was just too old to
be without Russian citizenship and
without the aid that it provided.

But they did not want Russian cit-
izenship.

The children would constantly
keep repeating and telling people
that they were Ukrainian and that
they were returning to Ukraine at
some point.

David A. Andelman: Tell us about
the school where the children went? 

Yana: The adults in the school
were very careful. There was no out-
right propaganda. They did not do
anything to purposely hurt the
Ukrainian children.

However, their classmates were
bullying the children and poking fun
at them for being Ukrainian and say-
ing that it's all Ukraine's fault that
this [war] is happening.

In the school that the children
were in, they were the only two
Ukrainians. They had to learn the
Russian national anthem because
every Monday they had a gathering
of all the children in the school
where they all sang it together.

And so the children had to learn it,
and they did sing it, because other-
wise that would cause some prob-
lems for the family.

The children were given special
attention from the teachers. They
were given individual courses three
times a week, meeting individually
with the teachers to catch them up on
the material that they had missed
because they had been going to a

Ukrainian school.
It was all taught in the Russian

language.
Andelman: How did they eat,

what did they live on?
Yana: The social payments or

benefits that were given by the
Russian government was 10,000
rubles every month ($122), until
November when they started pres-
suring them to get Russian citizen-
ship. They went from 10,000 to
5,000 rubles after November.

They were also given humanitari-
an aid from the Russian government
of some non-perishable food items.
The grandmother also took some
money with her when they were
being evacuated.

So, she had that to rely on for the
first few days and weeks until it ran
out. The house they went to had a
small garden and some chickens.
The grandmother's sister had a farm
a bit further away and once about
every two or three weeks, they
would send some produce or some
meat for the two children and the
grandmother.

Andelman: What were they told
about their future? Did the authori-
ties threaten to send them deep into
Russia away from the Ukraine bor-
der?

Yana: All the aunts and uncles and
everyone in the family back in
Ukraine for the entirety of the 11
months that the children were on
Russian territory were trying to find
a way to return the children as soon
as possible. And this is what the chil-
dren were being told.

Technically, the Russian authori-
ties could not move the children any-
where further into Russia because
the grandmother had a house in this
town very close to the Ukrainian
border. Still, their future really was
so very uncertain.

There was no entertaining of the
idea that the children would ever stay
in Russia or go any further into
Russia.

Andelman: While all this was
going on, how were you coping back
home in Ukraine?

Yana: It is very difficult for me to
speak about this because I'll start cry-
ing immediately. I took all of this
upon myself to get the children back.

We were also in the process of
moving from the small town that
they had lived in near the border, to
the city of Kharkiv. Our town had
shrunk from a population of 1,500
before the war to 85 people. And
there was shelling all around.

Andelman: So how did this final-
ly come about? How did you finally
arrive on the process of getting them
back?

Yana: The most traditional way of
returning the children is to have a
parent go to Russia physically and
get them. However, the children's
mother was not given permission by
Russian authorities to cross into
Russia. She had a small child herself,
and other family members who tried
to get permission to cross into Russia
to get the children, they were also not
accepted.

We finally came to Save Ukraine.
They filed documents to give a sort
of power of attorney/guardianship
arrangement to Katya, who is not
related to the family in any way, but
works as a lawyer for Save Ukraine.
She was able to arrange for the trip of
the children back into Ukraine.

But we were not able to know
which path, how long it was going to
be, when it was going to be, what
was going to happen. It was in flux
the entire time.

Until one day, the children got a
phone call that tomorrow they would
be put on an evacuation bus and
taken back to Ukraine.

So that day happened, they were
put on this bus and the journey was
very long. It was five days in total.

Andelman: They were only 5
kilometers from the border, and it
was a five-day journey?

Yana: It was not a straight shot
because of all the fighting along the
border. It was a five-day journey
total (across Russia, Belarus, into
Poland and finally across Ukraine).
And the children were very tired,
they had no idea where they were.

The children finally arrived back
in Kyiv on April 8. The children
were in very bad shape, they had
been on this journey for five days.
They were very young. And they
were tired and dehydrated. In total
there were 31 children on this evacu-
ation bus. It was a very emotional
and stressful affair.

In order to meet the children in
Kyiv and return them to their moth-
er, I had to leave my own child,
which was the first time that I had
ever been apart from my own child.
And the whole thing is very difficult
to describe in words.

The act of leaving your parents
should only be an adult decision -
something that's done once you
become an adult, deciding whether
or not you would like to leave your
parents' home or the comfort and
environment of your parents. It
should not be done by force. This
should never happen. What hap-
pened to this family should never
happen to anyone anywhere.

Children, especially young chil-
dren, should always be with their
parents and not with anyone else.

Ukrainians in this family and so
many other families don't "need to be
saved," as the Russians repeatedly
said to rationalize the invasion and
the war and the kidnappings. The
children did not need to be saved.
Everything was fine. They did not
need to be taken to Russian territory.

Andelman: Why do you think
they were released now?

Yana: I did notice that around the
time of this evacuation bus arriving
in Ukraine that the children were on,
the Russian children's rights
ombudsman, Maria Lvova-Belova,
gave a press conference.

I think it's also partly due to the
phenomenon of Ukrainian unity that
exists now, that this is able to happen
- that children are able to be reunited
with their families, despite the horri-
ble circumstances and this terrible
act.

Ukrainians are coming together to
work towards righting the wrongs
even during the full-scale Invasion.

Andelman: Did the grandmother
come back with the children? 

Yana: She is still there.
Andelman: What will happen to

her?
Yana: She's going to stay there in

Russia and she's going to continue
living there. She's not in a physical
state to be traveling all around.

Andelman: And the rest of the
family?

Yana: The village was liberated
by the Ukrainian army in September,
which also meant that they were able
to freely move around.

As soon as it was possible, they
moved to the city of Kharkiv, where
it's generally safer. And right now,
everyone is there. All the children are
at their maternal grandmother's
home also in Kharkiv.

They are making Easter bread and
coloring Easter eggs - together.

CNN

A chilling insight into life
for deported Ukrainian children

David A. Andelman

N
EWS of tragedy and
triumph travel well,
owing perhaps to the

simple fact that headlines
attract extreme stories, sto-
ries which catch the eye,
seeming unusual. So, we
often hear of migrant suc-
cess stories; the housewife
who now runs a catering
business in her adopted
country is a particularly
pleasing one to read, espe-
cially when it comes with
pictures or videos of deli-
cious Eastern Medite-
rranean food. These stories,
it would not escape the
keen reader, are juxtaposed
with many an account of
desperate crossings - more
so when the latter turn
fatal. But what about those
in between? What happens
to the millions of people
who neither triumph with
economic success nor suc-
cumb to a premature
death? The millions of lives
uprooted by insecurity,
destabilized by the lack of
safety and unsettled by eco-
nomic worry. Theirs is the
reality of the in-between.

After more than a decade
of horrifying news from
Syria, two decades of
increasingly worrying devel-
opments in Iraq, almost five
decades of various instabili-
ties in Lebanon and as rapid-
ly shrinking a set of citizen
rights in Palestine as the terri-
tory, it is small wonder that
the region is one of the
largest sources of migration
in the world today.

But the world has gotten
tired of cliches and I am not
talking only about refugees
or the hundreds of thousands
who are in desperate need for
humanitarian aid. The Syrian
woman who started a suc-
cessful street corner restau-
rant, the man who discovered
his passion for tagines, are
also becoming deja vu. That

Syrian cuisine is finally being
noticed by global markets
might be a good thing. But is
cooking all that Syrians
know how to do? Where are
the engineers, the doctors, the
academics, the scientists, the
designers, the artists, the
musicians, the thinkers, the
traders? We occasionally
hear of an actor on stage here
or a musician performing
there, but where are they real-
ly? And where is everybody
else? Where did they go?
What are they doing for a liv-
ing? At least until well into
the war years, Syria had one
of the strongest tertiary edu-
cation systems in the region.
High school students often
found no problem integrating
into any of the neighboring
countries' school systems
when their families moved,
often for employment oppor-
tunities, to Jordan, Saudi
Arabia or the other Gulf
countries. Similarly, high
school graduates, holders of
the national baccalaureate,
found transitioning into uni-
versities, nationally and inter-
nationally, seamless, apart
from the language shift. So,
what happened to the masses
of scientifically prepared,
academically qualified and
professionally trained work-
ing-age Syrians who left dur-
ing the war years and their
aftermath? Success stories,
no doubt, showcase exempla-
ry adaptability and resilience,
especially when they come
on the heels of great difficul-
ty. Yet, the world ought to
hear more about the stories of
migrants and refugees whose
uprooting came at a less flex-
ible stage of life. People
whose unplanned departure
came at the height of a pro-
fessional path and career,
permanently damaging or at
least seriously interrupting

hard-earned success. Having
invested a good decade or
two of their better years in
setting strong foundations for
what they had hoped might
carry them to a comfortable
retirement, many Syrians,
Lebanese, Iraqis and, before
them, Palestinians found that
conditions in their host coun-
tries were not set up to allow
professional practice.

Even if they cook well, a
doctor, teacher, journalist,
entrepreneur or engineer
would much prefer the ability
to be productive in what they
know best - in their field of
expertise. There, too, is
where they would bring
invaluable additions to the
host societies and to their
adopted countries'
economies. They just need a
little more encouragement -
structural encouragement,
that is, in the form of facili-
tating the transferability of
skills and allowing job flexi-
bility. Where there is talent, a
little reassurance goes a long
way. And there is no dearth of
talent among the well-trained
professionals and university
graduates of Arab countries
whose homelands await bet-
ter days. Westbound migra-
tion from the region is not
new, of course, but the ongo-
ing wave is undeniable. It is
certainly beautiful to see
young Syrians graduating
from Western universities,
young-adult professional
Iraqis entering new jobs,
established Lebanese career
men and women making
their mark in advanced pro-
fessional positions and
retired - or globally
renowned - Palestinian pro-
fessors and doctors. But let us
not wait a generation before
the next wave of Arab
migrant professionals find
their place among the work-
forces of London, Toronto
and Berlin. 

Arab migrants’ skills
should be harnessed

Tala Jarjour

R
AZAK Iyal and
Seidu Mohammed
recently celebrated

becoming Canadian citi-
zens. Their stories have
been intertwined since they
crossed the Canada-United
States border to seek asylum
near Emerson, Manitoba,
on Christmas eve of 2016.
Their lives nearly ended on
that frigid night at the side
of a rural road. The two
men survived but both lost
all their fingers to frostbite.
Others have not survived.
On March 31, two families
perished at the Quebec-US
border, including an infant
and a three-year-old.

Stories like Razak and
Seidu's have captured intense
political and public attention
in Canada. Why aren't people
going to official ports of
entry? The answer is that the
law, specifically the Safe
Third Country Agreement
(STCA) between the US and
Canada, deters people from
using official border entry
points because they will be
turned away and denied the
opportunity to make a refugee
claim. Canada has acknowl-
edged these crossings by
erecting pop-up border sta-
tions like one at Roxham
Road, facilitating the move-
ment of migrants. Quebec's
premier and main opposition
leader have called for this
makeshift port of entry to be
shut down. And now, as part
of US President Joe Biden's
recent visit to Canada, the two
countries have decided to do
just that, under a renegotiated
STCA that came into effect
starting midnight on Friday,
March 24. Now anyone
crossing any point of the
Canada-US land border to
make a refugee claim will be
turned away. They will not be
able to make a refugee claim
and will be sent back to the
US side of the border. Until

now, this agreement only
applied at official land ports
of entry which pushed people
seeking asylum to cross at
unofficial points and made
the remote Roxham Road that
dead-ends at the boundary
line between Hemmingford,
Quebec, and Champlain,
New York, a legal and well-
travelled option.

The newly expanded
STCA now applies across the
entire Canada-US land bor-
der, including areas between
official ports of entry and cer-
tain bodies of water. Anyone
making an asylum claim
within 14 days of crossing
without authorisation or valid
immigration status will be
brought back to a US port of
entry and excluded from
being able to make a claim in
Canada. This expanded pro-
tocol is a response to height-
ened political rhetoric that
paints people crossing at
Roxham Road as illegal and
taking advantage of Canada's
immigration system. In
recent weeks, this processing
centre has become a light-
ning rod for debates about
migration and border policy
in Canada. Yet while
Roxham Road will no longer
be a viable crossing route for
refugee claimants, this will
not stop people from seeking
safety and security across the
border. The legality of the
additional protocol will be
tested in courts. In fact, the
STCA's constitutionality is
before the Supreme Court of
Canada right now. Advocates
argued that the agreement not
only infringes migrants'
rights under the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, but
also violates Canada's inter-
national legal obligations
under the 1951 Refugee
Convention which calls on
states to provide a meaning-
ful opportunity to ask for
refugee protection. Rather

than suspending the agree-
ment as many refugees and
their advocates have long
called for, the Canadian gov-
ernment has instead expand-
ed it even though its legality
is in question. Further, rather
than trusting the tools and
procedures at our official
ports of entry, the Canadian
government has chosen a less
efficient and inhumane way
to manage the movement of
people at the border.

The story of Roxham
Road is not separate from the
wider global context of
increasing anti-migration
sentiments and stricter border
controls, underpinned by sys-
temic racism and discrimina-
tion, even as more people are
forced to flee their homes due
to instability, war and envi-
ronmental degradation.
Policies like the STCA are
short-sighted because stricter
border policies, militarisation
and surveillance do not stem
migration. Instead, people
desperate for protection sim-
ply take more dangerous
routes, leading to loss of life,
broken families and lifelong
trauma. Iyal and Mohammed
survived their journey across
a remote and dangerous seg-
ment of the Canada-US bor-
der. Their refugee claims
were accepted in 2017, open-
ing their pathway to becom-
ing citizens this March.

They narrowly avoided
freezing to death. Others were
not so lucky, dying at the bor-
der. How many deaths and
other casualties of the STCA
will it take before Canada
reconsiders its reliance on
increasingly restrictive and
short-sighted policies? For the
answer is blowing in the frigid
wind along the US-Canada
border: the Safe Third Country
Agreement offers no real safe-
ty to either desperate people or
the nations involved. 

Aljazeera

The new US-Canada
border deal is inhumane

Jamie Liew, Petra Molnar & Julie Young



TOKYO (AFP/APP):
Tokyo’s key Nikkei index
closed higher on Thursday
following recent gains, as
investors parsed US cor-
porate earnings announce-
ments for new trading
cues.

The benchmark Nikkei
225 index gained 0.18 per-
cent, or 50.81 points, to
end at 28,657.57, while
the broader Topix index
edged down 0.03 percent,

or 0.65 points, to 2.039.73.
The dollar fetched

134.56 yen, against 134.68
yen on Wednesday in New
York. 

Market players have
been digesting quarterly
earnings from the biggest
American banks, with
Morgan Stanley reporting
a sharp decline in profits
but still beating forecasts.

Stubbornly high UK
inflation also prompted

speculation about further
tightening by the Bank of
England -- sending global
shares lower including the
Dow on Wall Street, which
closed down 0.2 percent.

“The hotter-than-hot
UK CPI brought back into
focus that global inflation
is proving more difficult to
stamp out amid underlying
solid demand,” Stephen
Innes of SPI Asset
Management said.

Traders in Japan were
“spooked” by the UK
reading as well as some
underwhelming earnings,
IwaiCosmo Securities
said.

This caused Tokyo
stocks to fall at the open,
but they later rebounded,
led by gains in shares
related to inbound
tourism, the brokerage
added.

Takashimaya, which

runs luxury department
stores, surged 3.71 percent
to 2,068 yen after the gov-
ernment announced on
Wednesday the number of
foreign tourists to Japan
jumped to 1.8 million in
March.

SoftBank Group tum-
bled 1.64 percent to 5,094
yen, Sony Group edged up
0.12 percent to 12,325 yen
and Toyota was down 0.52
percent at 1,814 yen.

HONG KONG (AFP/
APP): Asian markets fluc-
tuated Thursday following
a tepid performance in New
York and Europe as traders
fret over the inflation out-
look and central bank plans
to hike interest rates to
tame rampant prices.

Wall Street closed rela-
tively flat following mixed
corporate results, and as a
Federal Reserve report said
that the US economy was
“little changed” in recent
weeks.

A mixed bag on corpo-
rate earnings also provided
little motivation for traders,
while results from US
regional banks is coming
into focus after last month’s
turmoil in the sector that
saw three go under and
Credit Suisse taken over.

Markets have in recent
days been optimistic that
central banks, and particu-
larly the Fed, will be able to
wind down their rate hiking
drive soon after data
showed inflation coming
down, even if at a slower
pace than wanted.

However, investors were
jolted by news that UK
prices were still elevated,
rising more than 10 percent
on-year last month owing
to soaring food costs, fan-
ning bets the Bank of
England will have to keep
tightening monetary policy.

It also showed that infla-
tion remains stubbornly
high and that officials still
have their work cut out to
bring it down.

“Broader markets are
likely still in hawkish shock
after the hotter-than-hot
UK CPI (consumer prices
index) brought back into
focus that global inflation is
proving more difficult to
stamp out amid underlying
solid demand,” analyst
Stephen Innes, of SPI Asset
Management, said. 

The BoE has hiked rates
11 times since late 2021 in
an unsuccessful bid to keep
inflation close to a two per-
cent target.

In the United States, the
Fed said in its quarterly
Beige Book update on the
world’s top economy that it

had stalled in recent weeks
and that liquidity was tight-
ening in the wake of the
banking upheaval.

“Several districts noted
that banks tightened lend-
ing standards amid
increased uncertainty and
concerns about liquidity,”
the report said, adding that
“overall price levels rose
moderately during this
reporting period, though
the rate of price increases
appeared to be slowing”.

There was also little
inspiration from the corpo-
rate world after Morgan
Stanley and tech titan IBM
reported better-than-expe-
cted earnings but Tesla
missed expectations with
profits down about a quar-
ter on-year in January-
February. The flat US mar-
kets were a reflection of the
“pretty mixed” earnings
results in recent days, said
Maris Ogg from Tower
Bridge Advisors.

“We’ll see what happens
when we really start getting
the regional banks next
week,” she added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
weekly inflation, measured
by Sensitive Price Indicator
(SPI), witnessed an incre-
ase of 0.51 percent for the
combined consumption
group during the week end-
ed on April 19, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported on Thursday.

The SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was rec-
orded at 251.83 points as
compared to 250.56 points
during the past week,
according to PBS data.

As compared to the cor-
responding week of last
year, the SPI for the com-
bined consumption group
in the week under review
witnessed an increase of
47.23 percent.

The weekly SPI with the

base year 2015-16 =100 is
covering 17 urban centers
and 51 essential items for
all expenditure groups.

The SPI for the lowest
consumption group up to
Rs17,732 witnessed a 025
percent increase and went
up to 257.73 points from
last week’s 257.09 points. 

Meanwhile, the SPI for
the consumption group
from Rs 17,732-22-888; Rs
22,889-29,517; Rs 29,518-
44,175; and above Rs
44,175 witnessed an
increase of 0.34 percent,
0.30 percent, 0.37 percent,
and 0.63 percent respec-
tively. 

During the week, out of
51 items, prices of 29
(56.86%) items increased,
08 (15.69%) items
decreased and 14 (27.45%)

items remained stable.
The items which record-

ed an increase in their aver-
age prices on a week-on-
week (WoW) included
Potatoes (3.79%), Tea
Lipton (3.61%), Gur
(3.40%), Bread (2.48%),
Chicken (2.00%), Bananas
(1.68%), Rice Basmati
Broken (1.54%) and Rice
Irri-6/9 (1.22%), non-food
items, LPG (4.75%), Petrol
(3.67%) and Match Box
(2.51%).

The items that recorded
a decrease in their average
prices on a week-on-week
(wow) basis included
Tomatoes (13.11%),
Onions (4.62%), Garlic
(3.59%), Sugar (1.52%),
Wheat Flour (0.93%),
Mustard Oil (0.56%),
Cigarettes (0.26%) and

Pulse Gram (0.22%).
On a Year-on-Year

(YoY) basis, the commodi-
ties which recorded a
decrease in their average
prices included Tomatoes
(8.65%) and Chilies
Powdered (6.48%).

The commodities that
witnessed an increase in
prices on a YOY included
Cigarettes (151.45%),
Wheat Flour (143.88%),
Gas Charges for Q1
(108.38%), Tea Lipton
(104.28%), Diesel
(102.84%), Potatoes
(98.74%), Bananas
(98.42%), Eggs (97.80%),
Petrol (87.81%), Rice
Basmati Broken (87.30%),
Rice Irri-6/9 (83.52%),
Pulse Moong (68.94%),
Bread (59.22%) and Pulse
Mash (58.35%).

DUBAI (Agencies): A first
shipment of independently-
certified low-carbon
ammonia has arrived in
Japan for use as fuel in
power generation.

This initiative is part of
broader efforts by Aramco
and Saudi Basic Industries
Corp. Agri-Nutrients to
establish a global supply
network for this lower-car-
bon fuel.

Aramco and SABIC AN
also aim to supply low-car-
bon ammonia to other play-
ers to meet their early
demand needs.

The shipment is the
result of a successful multi-
party collaboration across
the low-carbon ammonia
value chain.

The ammonia was pro-
duced by SABIC Agri-
Nutrients with feedstock
from Aramco, and sold by
Aramco Trading Company
to the Fuji Oil Company.

Mitsui OSK Lines was
tasked with shipping the

liquid to Japan, then the
low-carbon ammonia was
transported to the
Sodegaura Refinery for use
in co-fired power genera-
tion, with technical support
provided by Japan Oil
Engineering Co..

The ammonia is catego-
rized as low-carbon
because CO2 from the
associated manufacturing
process was captured and
utilized in downstream
applications.

Japan’s Ministry of
Economy, Trade and
Industry has announced
plans to increasingly har-
ness ammonia as a fuel for
power generation and for
ship propulsion, as part of
the country’s 2050 decar-
bonization goals.

The low-carbon ammo-
nia that reached Japan is
part of broader efforts by
Aramco and SABIC AN to
establish a global supply
network for this lower-car-
bon fuel.

Aramco and SABIC AN
aim to supply low-carbon
ammonia to other players to
meet their early demand
needs.

Olivier Thorel, Aramco
senior vice president of
chemicals, said: “This is
another milestone that
highlights the possibilities
for low-carbon hydrogen
and ammonia made from
Aramco feedstock, with the
potential to play a role in a
lower-carbon future.

“Not only is low-carbon
ammonia a means to trans-
port lower-carbon hydro-
gen, it is an important
energy source in its own
right that can help decar-
bonize key sectors –
including power genera-
tion for both utilities and
industries. By dispatching
this accredited low-carbon
ammonia to Japan, we are
helping chart a course for
the development of this
vital commodity.”

Abdulrahman Shams-

addin, SABIC AN CEO,
said: “Our aim is to capital-
ize on this important mile-
stone to grow and expand
our positive contribution
toward carbon neutrality.
SABIC Agri-Nutrients
made a public commitment
not only to become carbon
neutral by 2050 but also to
collaborate with customers
to help them achieve their
net-zero emission targets.

“Customers in the ener-
gy, fertilizer and chemical
sectors are looking for sup-
pliers of lower-carbon
hydrogen and ammonia.
And we can meet their
demand by leveraging our
long-standing strengths
across the value chain.”

Shigeto Yamamoto, FOC
representative director and
president, said: “As Japan
aims to achieve carbon neu-
trality by 2050, low-carbon
ammonia is expected to be
a next-generation fuel that
can contribute to the reduc-
tion of CO2 emissions.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Indu-
stries and Production, Syed
Murtaza Mahmud said that
promoting industrialization
is the key priority of the
government to improve the
economy and assured that
he would fully cooperate
with the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) in its
endeavors for the establish-
ment of a new industrial
park in the region. 

He said this while talk-
ing to a delegation of ICCI
led by Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President.

Syed Murtaza Mahmud
said that after the Eid holi-
days, he along with
Chaudhry Salik Hussain,
Federal Minister for Board
of Investment will hold a
meeting with ICCI to take
forward the matters for
ICCI industrial park. 

He said that ICCI will be
given representation in the
Boards of the attached dep-
artments of his Ministry. 

He lauded the initiative
of ICCI for organizing
Pakistan-Ethiopia Business
Forum and said that ICCI

should send formal invita-
tion to Bilawal Bhutto Zar-
dari, Federal Minister for
Foreign Affairs to attend
the Forum while he would
cooperate in this regard. He
said that the government is
working on a new policy
for electric vehicles. 

He assured that he would
cooperate in resolving the
key issues of the business
community.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ahsan Zafar Bakhta-
wari, President ICCI
briefed the Federal Minister
about the importance of a
new industrial park in the
region to promote industri-
alization, create jobs,
improve exports and
increase tax revenue. He
stressed that the govern-
ment should extend all pos-
sible cooperation and sup-
port to ICCI for the early
materialization of this
important project, which is
in the national interest. 

He said that ICCI should
be given representation in
the Boards of the depart-
ments working under the
Ministry of Industries so
that the business communi-

ty could give its input in
their decision-making
process for better growth of
the industrial sector. 

He said that ICCI plans
to organize a Pakistan-
Ethiopia Business Forum
during the upcoming visit
of the Ethiopian business
delegation along with the
Deputy Prime Minister of
Ethiopia and invited the
Federal Minister for
Industries and Federal
Minister for Foreign Affairs
to attend the Forum. 

He also apprised the
Minister of the key issues
of the business community
and sought his cooperation
to redress them.

Faad Waheed, Senior
Vice President of ICCI
informed the Minister
about the difficulties of
cooking oil manufacturers
due to restrictions on LCs
and said that he should play
a role to address this issue.

Zafar Bakhtawari,
Secretary General UBG
and Faizan Shahzad also
spoke at the occasion and
gave useful proposals to
promote industrialization in
the country.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Engro Corp-
oration (PSX: ENGRO)
announced its financial
results for the quarter ended
March 31, 2023. 

Overview of Financial
Performance 

Engro Corporation’s
standalone revenue for the
first quarter was PKR 6.4
bn - down by 21%, primari-
ly due to lower dividends
received from Engro
Polymer & Chemicals
Limited (EPCL) due to
reversal of commodity
cycle and increase in gas
prices. Correspondingly,
the Company posted a 12%
decline in PAT of PKR 6 bn
in Q1 2023 against PKR
6.9 bn in Q1 2022. 

On a consolidated basis,
Engro Corporation’s rev-
enue grew by 10% to PKR
97.3 bn in Q1 2023 from
PKR 88.3 bn in Q1 2022. 

The Company posted a
PAT of PKR 8.8 bn in Q1
2023, which is 41% lower
than PKR 14.9 bn in Q1
2022. 

The PAT attributable to
the shareholders is PKR 5
bn, translating into an EPS
of PKR 8.18 per share (Q1
2022: PKR 13.84 per
share). Major variance was
attributable to the macro-
economic headwinds
resulting in commodity
cycle reversal, lower DAP
demand and increasing cost
pressures. 

Dividend Declaration
During the first quarter

Board meeting, the direc-
tors conducted a compre-
hensive analysis of the
investment opportunities
available, prevailing eco-
nomic situation including
but not limited to the pro-
hibitive cost of capital and
challenges on import of
plant, machinery and raw

materials, and the capital
structure of the Company.
After extensive delibera-
tion, the Board concluded
that keeping in view the
current circumstances, the
most optimum utilization
of cash was to pay divi-
dends to shareholders, as a
result the Board decided to
declare a PKR 40.0 per
share dividend. 

It is worth noting that
this decision will not have a
significant impact on long-
term investment program of
the Company which will
continue to be funded by
retaining future dividends
and/or capital reallocation. 

Within its long-term
investment program, Engro
will continue to strive for
global competitiveness
within the businesses it
operates and continue to
explore opportunities for
increasing exports and
international footprint.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Silkbank
Limited, one of the key
players in the market in
Consumer Banking catego-
ry, has received an
Expression of Interest from
M/s. Pakistan Housing
Finance Company (PHFC),
a subsidiary of M/s. Lake
City Limited for the injec-
tion of equity upto PKR
12,000,000,000/- (Pak
Rupees Twelve Billion) as
(“Proposed Investment”)
subject to all regulatory
requirements and financial
due diligence. 

PHFC is leading a con-

sortium of like-minded
investor group, supported
and backed by the well-
renowned and experienced
management of M/s. Burj
Capital, having requisite
experience in setting up and
successfully managing
Islamic and conventional
banks in Pakistan. 

PHFC has also informed
the Bank that in recognition
of their standing in the
business community and
their intent of giving the
management role to bank-
ing professionals of stand-
ing, M/s. Arif Habib Group
is also willing to participate
in a consortium as a minor-

ity stakeholder. 
In this regard, the Board

of Directors of Silkbank
has granted its “In-principle
approval” to formally pur-
sue the Potential
Investment.

The Proposed Inves-
tments shall be subject to
the approval of the Board,
shareholders, Securities
and Exchange Commission
of Pakistan, and State Bank
of Pakistan and appropriate
disclosures will be made in
accordance with applicable
laws, as the matter pro-
gresses.

It is expected that the
investment will provide a

signification boost to
Silkbank’s financial posi-
tion and will enable Bank
to further expand its opera-
tions by investment into its
flagship Retail and
Consumer Portfolios
which continue to be
amongst the top perform-
ing businesses in the
industry. Bank’s Consumer
Division, with Credit
Cards and Personal Loan
products (Personal
Installment Loan & Ready
Line) have registered phe-
nomenal growth in recent
years which is a testament
of the customer confidence
reposed in the Bank. 
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PESHAWAR: Customers selecting and purchasing artificial jewelry at Sadar Bazaar.

Pakistan
earns $1,718
million from
export of IT

services
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan earned US$
1,718.250 million by pro-
viding different
Information Technology
(IT) services to various
countries during the first
eight months of the current
fiscal year 2022-23.

This shows a growth of
1.74 percent as compared
to US$ 1,688.845 million
earned through the provi-
sion of services during the
corresponding months of
the fiscal year 2021-22, the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported.

During July-February
(2022-23), the export of
computer services grew by
2.77 percent as it surged
from US$ 1,353.365 mil-
lion last fiscal year to US$
1,390.790 million this year.

Among the computer
services, the exports of
software consultancy serv-
ices witnessed an increase
of 2.92 percent, from US$
496.648 million to US$
511.162 million while the
exports of hardware con-
sultancy services also rose
by 152.05 percent from
US$ 1.462 million to US$
3.685 million.

The export and import of
computer software-related
services surged by 11.95
percent, from US$ 355.142
million to US$ 397.569
million whereas the exports
of repair and maintenance
services increased to US$
2.134 million from US$
0.776 million.

In addition, the exports
of other computer services
witnessed a decrease of
4.63 percent going down
from US$ 499.337 million
to US$ 476.240 million.

Meanwhile, the export
of information services
during the period under
review declined by 16.43
percent going down from
US$ 3.470 million to US$
2.900 million.

Among the information
services, the exports of
news agency services
decreased by 12.42 percent,
from US$ 2.279 million to
US$ 1.996 million whereas
the exports of other infor-
mation services also
decreased by 24.10 percent,
from US$ 1.191 million to
US$ 0.904 million.

The export of telecom-
munication services also
witnessed a decrease of
2.24 percent as these went
down from US$ 332.010
million to US$ 324.560
million during the months
under review, the data
revealed.

Among the telecommu-
nication services, the
export of call centre servic-
es increased by 1.54 per-
cent during the period as its
exports increased from
US$ 135.453 million to
US$ 137.535 million
whereas the export of other
telecommunication servic-
es decreased by 4.85 per-
cent, from US$ 196.557
million to US$ 187.025
million during the period
under review, the PBS data
revealed.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed a bullish trend on
Thursday, gaining 508.48
points, with a positive
change of 1.26 per cent,
closing at 41,007.82 against
40,499.34 points on the
previous day.

A total of 173,790,631
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
84,164,030 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at Rs
5.724 billion against Rs
3.628 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 324 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 197 of
them recorded gains and
108 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
19 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were WorldCall

Limited with 22,202,737
shares at Rs 1.14 per share,
Fauji Food Ltd. with
21,927,736 shares at Rs
6.33 per share, and Pak
Refinery with 11,539,538
shares at Rs 13.52 per
share.

Khyber Textile wit-
nessed a maximum increase
of Rs 42.45 per share price,
closing at Rs 722.45,
whereas the runner-up was
Pak Tobacco with a Rs
30.00 rise in its per share
price to Rs 670.00. 

Rafhan Maize XD wit-
nessed a maximum
decrease of Rs 115.00 per
share closing at Rs
7900.00, followed by Pak
Services with a Rs 59.00
decline to close at Rs
741.10.

Rupee gains 43 paisas
against Dollar

Pakistani rupee gained
43 paisas against the Dollar
in the interbank trading on

Thursday and closed at Rs
283.46 against the previous
day’s closing of Rs 283.89.

According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of Dollars in the
open market were recorded
at Rs 287.5 and Rs 290,
respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by 83 paisas to
close at Rs 310.60 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
311.43, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan.

The Japanese Yen
remained unchanged and
stood at Rs 2.10; whereas a
decrease of Rs 1.71 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs 352.23
as compared to its last day’s
closing of Rs 353.94.

The exchange rate of the
Emirates Dirham and Saudi
Riyal went down by 12
paisas and 09 paisas; clos-

ing at Rs77.18 and Rs
75.58, respectively.

Gold prices increase by
Rs 1350 per tola

The per tola price of 24
karat gold increased by Rs
1350 and was sold at Rs
218,200 on Thursday
against its sale at Rs
216,850 the previous day,
All Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported. 

The price of 10 grams of
24-karat gold also surged
by Rs 1157 to Rs 187,071
from Rs 185,914, whereas
the price of 10 grams of 22
karat gold went up to Rs
171,482 from Rs 170,421.

The price of per tola and
that of ten-gram silver
remained unchanged to
close at Rs 2530 and Rs
2170 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market rose
by US$ 26 to $2000against
its sale at $1974, the associ-
ation reported.

PSX witnesses bullish
trend, gains 508.48 points

Leading consortium expresses interest
for Rs.12b investment in Silkbank

Tokyo’s Nikkei index ends higher

Weekly inflation increases
by 0.51 per cent

Aramco, SABIC dispatch first accredited
low-carbon ammonia shipment to Japan

New Industrial Park

Murtaza assures
cooperation to ICCI

ENGRO announces
financial results

Markets swing as inflation,
rates worry investors
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Benn suspended
on 15 March

LONDON (BBC): UK
Anti-Doping has con-
firmed Conor Benn
was provisionally sus-
pended from sport on
15 March. Benn, 26,
failed two voluntary
drug tests last year,
testing positive for
female fertility drug
clomifene on both
occasions. After Benn
refused to comment on
reports of a potential
ban earlier this week,
Ukad said it had
charged him on 3 April
with a doping viola-
tion. Benn said he
"remains free to fight
outside the UK".
Doping investigations
are confidential until a
final conclusion is
reached, but Ukad has
released a statement
following Benn's own
comments on the issue
earlier this week.
"Ukad confirms that
Mr Benn was notified
and provisionally sus-
pended by Ukad on 15
March 2023 in accor-
dance with the UK
anti-doping rules," a
statement read.
"Whilst provisionally
suspended, Mr Benn is
prohibited from partic-
ipating in any capacity
(or assisting another
athlete in any capacity)
in a competition, event
or activity that is
organised, convened,
authorised or recog-
nised by the British
Boxing Board of
Control or any other
World Anti-Doping
code-compliant sport."

Wahab announces
cash prizes

LAHORE (APP):
Adviser to Chief
Minister Punjab on
Sports and Youth
Affairs Wahab Riaz has
announced hefty cash
prizes for the Punjab
athletes participating in
the upcoming 34th
National Games 2023,
scheduled to be held in
Quetta next month.
Wahab Riaz, in a state-
ment, said on Thursday
that players represent-
ing Punjab in the grand
event of National
Games would be given
prizes of lakhs of
rupees. Revealing prize
money details, he said
that in individual com-
petitions, gold medal-
ists would be given Rs
5 lakh, silver medalists
Rs 2.5 lakh and bronze
medal winners Rs 1
lakh, respectively. “In
team event competi-
tions, gold medalists
will be given Rs 10
lakh, silver medalists
Rs 5 lakh and bronze
medal winners Rs 2.5
lakh respectively,” he
added. Wahab Riaz
urged the provincial
athletes to work hard
for the upcoming mega
event. “The huge cash
prizes will definitely be
a big attraction to moti-
vate the Punjab players.
Steps are being taken to
promote sports culture
in Punjab,” he added.
Adviser to Chief
Minister Punjab on
Sports further said that
the welfare of the play-
ers is among the top
priorities. “Such big
cash prizes have never
been given in the histo-
ry of province”.

LIV Golf considering
women’s tour: Greg

LONDON (BBC): LIV
Golf is considering cre-
ating a women's circuit
and has approached
American and
European players, says
chief executive Greg
Norman. The Saudi
Arabia-backed LIV
men's tour began in
2022 with the first event
held in June near
London. High-profile
players, such as 2020
US Open champion
Bryson DeChambeau,
left the PGA Tour to
join LIV. "[A women's
tour] is a discussion we
have internally on a reg-
ular basis," Norman
said. "I have personally
had discussions with
individual LPGA Tour
players, LET Tour play-
ers, Ladies European
Tour. They love what
our product is showcas-
ing. They ask all the
time, 'How can we get
involved?' We'd love to
see a LIV ladies series."
Norman was speaking
in Adelaide, where LIV
is hosting its first event
in Australia, which
starts on Friday.
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LONDON (BBC): Manchester United
boss Erik ten Hag says his side must "use
emotion as a tool" when they face Sevilla
in their Europa League quarter-final sec-
ond leg. The tie is delicately poised at 2-2
after United conceded two late goals in the
first leg at Old Trafford.

"The timing of emotions is important in
big games - we must focus on the best
game you can as a team and individual,"
Ten Hag said. Sevilla have won the trophy
a record six times. But Ten Hag said he is
"confident" his side can get back on track
on Thursday with victory in Spain to
progress to the semi-finals.

"Defensively we are good, we have the
most clean sheets in the Premier League so
our organisation all over the pitch is good
and attacking we should have scored more
goals over the season," said the Dutch
boss. "I am confident, especially now we

have all the players on board, we score
every game." United went 2-0 up at Old
Trafford before Sevilla staged a late come-
back as Tyrell Malacia and Harry Maguire
scored own goals.

"We played over 60 minutes quite well
and the last 30 minutes we became passive
- it is not acceptable, we know that," said
Ten Hag. "When you only play a game for
60 minutes you get punished."

Meanwhile, United's top scorer this sea-
son Marcus Rashford could return from a
groin injury for the return leg in Seville.

Sevilla boss Jose Luis Mendilibar said
Rashford is "one of the best players"
around but his side "won't change our
mentality" whether he plays or not. Ten
Hag said on Wednesday Rashford has
trained once with the team but has not yet
decided whether he will feature in the
match or not.

Man Utd must ‘use 
emotion as tool’: Ten Hag

LOS ANGELES
(AFP/APP): The
Milwaukee Bucks and
Memphis Grizzlies bounced
back to level their respective
NBA playoff series' with
crucial victories Wednesday,
as Jamal Murray delivered a
40-point masterpiece to give
the Denver Nuggets a com-
manding 2-0 lead over the
Minnesota Timberwolves.

Top seeds Milwaukee
shrugged off the injury
absence of Giannis
Antetokounmpo to thrash
the Miami Heat 138-122 to
tie their best-of-seven
Eastern Conference series
at 1-1.

In the Western
Conference playoffs,
Memphis also overcame
the loss of a star player -- Ja
Morant -- before grinding
out an attritional 103-93
win over LeBron James and
the Los Angeles Lakers.

Arguably the perform-
ance of the night however
came in Denver, as the
Nuggets' Murray poured in
40 points in a 122-113 vic-
tory over the
Timberwolves. Denver, the
No.1 seeds in the West,
now lead the series 2-0.

It was the latest mile-
stone in Murray's long road
back from a serious knee
injury. The 26-year-old
point guard missed the
entirety of the 2021-2022

campaign after undergoing
surgery to repair torn knee
ligaments in April 2021.

Denver looked to be
cruising to victory after
leading 64-49 at half-time
before a 40-point
Minnesota third quarter
turned the game on its head
to leave the Timberwolves
up by two.

But Murray and Michael
Porter Jr. combined for 23
fourth-quarter points to seal
Denver's victory. 

"It was a passionate,
heartfelt performance,"
Denver coach Michael
Malone said of Murray's
display. "Just the fact that
he's missed the last two
postseasons, just to have
him back, and playing at
that level -- Jamal overall
was terrific."

Murray was almost out-
shone by Minnesota's
Anthony Edwards, who fin-
ished with 41 points in a
losing effort.

In other gamesy, Xavier
Tillman scored 22 points
and pulled down 18
rebounds in the Grizzlies'
win over the Lakers.

A bruising game saw the
Lakers' Anthony Davis suf-
fer a cut on his right eyelid
while James was drawn
into a verbal back and forth
with Memphis's Dillon
Brooks. The Grizzlies led
by as many as 16 points on

the way to a 59-44 halftime
lead as the harried Lakers
failed to find a way to get
their offense firing.

Davis blocked five shots
in the first half but connect-
ed on just one of nine shot
attempts. He finished with
13 points on four-of-14
shooting. James led all
scorers with 28 points and
Japan's Rui Hachimura
added 20 to become the
first Laker to score 20
points off the bench in
back-to-back playoff games
since Magic Johnson in
1996. But unlike in game
one, there would be no late
resurgence from the
Lakers, the Grizzlies
absorbing the Lakers' sec-
ond-half push.

Jaren Jackson Jr., the
newly named NBA
Defensive Player of the
Year, scored 18 points,
Desmond Bane added 17
and Brooks chipped in 12.
Tyus Jones, starting in
place of Morant, added 10
and eight assists.

Tillman said the
Grizzlies will summon a
"road-warrior mentality"
for game three of the best-
of-seven series in Los
Angeles on Saturday.

Brooks made no apology
for trash-talking James.

"I don't care -- he's old,"
Brooks said of the 38-year-
old James. "I poke bears."

Grizzlies, Bucks bounce back
as Nuggets see off Wolves

KARACHI  (PPI): The gate
money from the fifth and
final T20 International
between Pakistan and New
Zealand will be donated to
the earthquake victims in
Türkiye and Syria. The
match will be played at the
Pindi Cricket Stadium on
24 April and the fans can
buy tickets at
pcb.bookme.pk.

The border region of
Türkiye and Syria was
rocked by one of the dead-
liest earthquakes on 6
February that claimed thou-

sands of lives and
destroyed essential infra-
structure, including health-
care facilities.

In this regard, the
Pakistan Cricket Board
will play a part in raising
donations for millions of
people affected on either
side of the border by
joining hands with the
Punjab Government. The
Pakistan side will wear
commemorative caps to
convey Pakistan's ever-
lasting solidarity to the
two nations going

through this difficult
moment.

Fans who cannot attend
the match are encouraged
to make their donations for
the cause. They can send
their donations on the fol-
lowing address:

Bank name: National
Bank of Pakistan

Account title: Pakistan
Cricket Board

Account number:
2081003169856007

IBAN number:
PK71NBPA208100316985
6007

Gate money from fifth T20I
to be donated to Turkiye-
Syria earthquake victims

MADRID (AFP/APP): Rafael Nadal
said Thursday he will miss next
week's Madrid Masters as he contin-
ues to struggle to recover from a hip
injury, dealing a significant blow to
his French Open preparations.

"For the moment I've missed
Monte Carlo and Barcelona. And
unfortunately I won't be able to be in
Madrid either," Nadal said on
Instagram.  

"The injury still hasn't healed," he
added.

The 36-year-old Spaniard has not
played since losing in the second
round of the Australian Open in
January.

Nadal is hoping for a record-
extending 15th French Open title at
Roland Garros in May, but his hip
flexor problem he suffered in
Melbourne has badly disrupted his
run up to the tournament. 

The 22-time Grand Slam champi-
on -- he shares the men's record with
Novak Djokovic -- had originally
thought he would be out for up to two
months.

He pulled out of hard-court tourna-
ments at Indian Wells and Miami,
with his sights set on a return at the
start of the clay-court season, but it
did not come to fruition.

"In principle it was supposed to be
a recovery period of six to eight
weeks and now we're around 14,"
said Nadal.

"The reality is that the situation is
not what we would have hoped for.
All medical indications have been
followed, but the healing has not
gone as they told us initially and we
find ourselves in a difficult situation."

Nadal said he and his team have
decided to try a different treatment
and see if things improve, but that he
was not setting a deadline for his
comeback. "I can't work on what I
need to compete. I was training but a
few days ago we decided to change
course a bit, to try another treatment
and see if things improve to try to get
to what comes next."

"I can't give deadlines because if I
knew I would tell you, but I don't
know," he added. "This is how things
are now." Nadal's fitness problems

have become an increasing issue
since he won his 14th French Open
crown last year.

At Wimbledon last summer he was
forced to withdraw from his semi-
final because of an abdominal injury.

Last month he dropped out of the
top 10 for the first time since 2005,
and is currently ranked 14th.

The French Open starts on May
28, with Nadal now in a race against
time to be fit for the Rome Masters --
the last major tune-up event before
Roland Garros.

Nadal pulls out of Madrid in
worrying French Open blow

Michael Schumacher's family are
planning legal action against a maga-
zine which published an artificial
intelligence-generated 'interview'
with the former Formula 1 driver.

Schumacher, a seven-time F1
champion, suffered severe head
injuries in a skiing accident in
December 2013 and has not been
seen in public since.

Die Aktuelle ran a picture of a
smiling Schumacher, 54, on the front
cover of its latest edition with a head-
line of "Michael Schumacher, the
first interview".

A strapline underneath reads "it
sounded deceptively real", and it
emerges in the article that the sup-
posed quotes had been produced by
AI. The article was produced using an
AI programme called charatcter.ai,
which artificially generated
Schumacher 'quotes' about his health
and family. "I can with the help of my
team actually stand by myself and

even slowly walk a few steps," read
the Schumacher 'quotes'.

"My wife and my children were a
blessing to me and without them I
would not have managed it. Naturally
they are also very sad, how it has all
happened. "They support me and are
standing firmly at my side."

The family have confirmed to
news agency Reuters that they are
planning to pursue the matter legally.

The magazine's publishers told
BBC Sport they would not be com-
menting on the issue.

Following his skiing accident,
Schumacher was placed into an
induced coma and was brought home
in September 2014, with his medical
condition since kept private by his
family. Schumacher won two of his
F1 world drivers' titles with Benetton
in 1994 and 1995, while he claimed
five in a row for Ferrari from 2000 to
2004. His seven F1 titles is a record
shared jointly with Lewis Hamilton,

while Schumacher achieved 91 race
wins over his career, a record
Hamilton surpassed in 2020.

The German originally retired
from racing in 2006 but returned in
2010 before again retiring two years
later. Schumacher's son Mick used to
drive for Haas in F1 and is currently a
reserve driver for Mercedes.

In a 2021 Netflix documentary,
Schumacher's wife Corinna said: "We
live together at home. We do therapy.
We do everything we can to make
Michael better and to make sure he's
comfortable, and to simply make him
feel our family, our bond.

"We're trying to carry on as a fam-
ily, the way Michael liked it and still
does. And we are getting on with our
lives. "'Private is private', as he
always said. It's very important to me
that he can continue to enjoy his pri-
vate life as much as possible. Michael
always protected us, and now we are
protecting Michael."

Seven-time F1 champion's family plan
legal action after AI-generated ‘interview’

LAHORE (Agencies):
Derbyshire head of cricket
Mickey Arthur will lead
Pakistan at this year's ICC
Men's World Cup.

Arthur, 54, turned down
the offer of a second spell
as Pakistan coach in
January, having signed a
contract extension with
Derbyshire until 2025.

The South African start-
ed a consultant role with
Pakistan earlier this month
but has now agreed to be
their team director along-
side his Derbyshire role.

"I need that adrenaline
rush," Arthur told BBC
Radio Derby.

"I've found the long win-
ters hard here because I
wake up for matchday."

Arthur, who was in
charge of Pakistan from
2016 to 2019 when they
became the top-ranked Test
side, will also lead Pakistan
during a three-Test tour of
Australia this winter before
returning to Derby.

"The lure of them want-
ing me to help them was
too good to turn down," he
added. "I wouldn't have

done it if I couldn't have
given Derbyshire 100%
commitment, which
Pakistan have agreed to. "It
doesn't affect my role at
Derbyshire at all and
wouldn't affect any per-
formance. "If I didn't feel I
could give Pakistan the
same level of commitment I
certainly wouldn't have
taken it. I've looked at
schedules and it's very
doable." Arthur has met up
with the players in Pakistan
during New Zealand's
ongoing white-ball tour of
the country, before he
returns for Derbyshire's
next County Championship
Division Two game against
Durham on 27 April.

He said he is already
"heavily involved" in
Pakistan's selection, as well
as having put together their
support staff.

Former Pakistan head
coach Saqlain Mushtaq left
the role earlier this year
after his contract expired
and is now New Zealand
assistant coach.

Pakistan were beaten by
England in the final of the

Men's T20 World Cup in
November and then had a
poor season at home where
they won only one match.

They were swept 3-0 by
England in their Test series,
drew both Tests with New
Zealand and then lost the
one-day international series
2-1 to the Black Caps.

Arthur, who has also
coached South Africa,
Australia and Sri Lanka,
did not have his Pakistan
contract renewed in 2019
after the side failed to reach
the World Cup semi-finals.

Derbyshire chief execu-
tive Ryan Duckett said the
county would remain
Arthur's "main focus".

He added: "A coach of
Mickey's calibre will natu-
rally attract attention; how-
ever I am delighted by his
continued dedication to his
role, the group of players
and club as a whole."

Arthur said Derbyshire
is "a really special project"
that he sees as a "long-term
commitment" and that he
has not yet "even scratched
the surface" of where he
wants to take the club.

Pakistan agree deal for
Mickey Arthur to lead

side at World Cup

LONDON (BBC): Robert Milkins
produced one of the great World
Championship comebacks as he
fought back from 7-2 down to beat
Joe Perry 10-9 and reach round two.

The 'Milkman' looked down and
out overnight but raised his game to
win eight of the next 10 frames to
secure a famous win at the Crucible.

"My belief was terrible at 7-2, but
the crowd got behind me and I was
reeling off frames," he told BBC
Radio 5 Live.

"I'm chuffed to bits. It really was a
tale of two halves."

Milkins added: "I just said to
myself 'go out there and make the
score respectable'. I fancied the job
when I got back to 7-4."

Qualifier Perry, a 2008 Crucible
semi-finalist, was a clear favourite to
win the all-English tie, but Milkins -
enjoying his best season to date, hav-
ing won the Welsh Open - rallied with
breaks of 51, 53, 55 and 59 to lead 9-
8. Perry compiled a 63 break to force
a decider, but Milkins held his nerve
to clinch victory with a match-win-
ning run of 63.

"I haven't been here [at the
Crucible] for five or six years and it's
quite intimidating," added Milkins,
who faces either compatriot Shaun
Murphy, the 2005 world champion,
or Chinese qualifier Si Jiahui in the

next round on Saturday evening.
"It's not every day you play with

crowds on top of you, but it would
have been a nightmare if it's have lost
the last two from 9-8 up.

"But I have to play better than that
if I'm to progress to the quarter-
finals." A frustrated Perry branded
himself a "shambles" but was mag-
nanimous in defeat by Milkins, one of
his good friends.

"I started bad but gradually got
worse and didn't play well enough,"
said Perry.

"Pretty much all of my career I've
dominated Rob Milkins, but I was

disappointed with what I was doing."
The opening session of the pair's

match was halted on Monday evening
when a protestor climbed on the table
and covered it in orange powder.

Another protester tried to glue her-
self to the other table where Mark
Allen and Fan Zhengyi were playing,
but was stopped by referee Olivier
Marteel. "I was a little bit shaken up.
It wasn't a very nice experience,"
added Perry. "But it [the incident]
didn't have any impact on the match.

"For Rob is was probably a mas-
sive help, but it doesn't get away from
how rubbish I was."

World Snooker Championship 2023 results 

Robert Milkins beats Joe Perry
10-9 having trailed 7-2

STUTTGART (AFP/APP): World
number two Aryna Sabalenka got her
clay court season underway with a
straight sets victory on Wednesday
over Barbora Krejcikova in the pair's
fourth meeting of 2023.

Australian Open champion
Sabalenka saw off her 12th-ranked
Czech rival 6-2, 6-3 in just 75 min-
utes to become the first player into
the quarter-finals.

Sabalenka, the runner-up in
Stuttgart to Ashleigh Barty in 2021
and Iga Swiatek last year, had lost to
Krejcikova in Dubai this season but
gained revenge at Indian Wells and
Miami. Wednesday was their first
career meeting on clay and
Sabalenka was rarely threatened by
the 2021 French Open champion.

"It's really difficult, but at the
same time it helps me to learn how to

stay focused from the first rounds
and fight for every point," said
Sabalenka on facing a fellow Grand
Slam champion.

She hit 10 aces and never faced a
break point as she cantered to her
21st win of the season, behind only
Jessica Pegula and Elena Rybakina,
who have each won 22 matches so
far this year. Wimbledon champion
Rybakina reached that mark
Wednesday with a 7-5, 6-3 win over
Germany's Jule Niemeier. Coco
Gauff made her clay court season
bow with a tough, mistake-ridden
three-set win over Veronika
Kudermetova. The 19-year-old
American, runner-up at the French
Open last year, came through 6-2, 4-
6, 7-6 (7/3) to set up a last-16 clash
with another Russian player,
Anastasia Potapova.

Sabalenka beats Krejcikova
for third time in 2023

BARCELONA (BBC): British number
one Cameron Norrie was beaten in the
last 16 of the Barcelona Open by Italian
Lorenzo Musetti. Seventh seed Norrie,
27, controlled the first set and had open-
ings in a tight second but Musetti fought
back to win 3-6 6-4 6-1 in the clay-court
event. At 4-4 in the second set Norrie
moved to 15-40 on Musetti's serve, but
missed the break-point chances and had
his own serve broken in the next game.
British number two Dan Evans plays
Russian Karen Khachanov later.

Musetti, the 21-year-old world num-
ber 20, has achieved his best career
results on clay and beat Novak
Djokovic at the Monte Carlo Masters
last week in a run to the quarter-finals.
That run was ended by compatriot
Jannik Sinner, who he will face again in

the quarter-finals in Barcelona. Sinner
beat Japanese 16th seed Yoshihito
Nishioka in three sets while second
seed Stefanos Tsitsipas eased past
Canada's Denis Shapovalov 6-3 6-2.

Meanwhile at the Bavarian
International in Munich,Alexander
Zverev was beaten 7-6 (7-2) 6-4 by
Australian world number 82
Christopher O'Connell.

Barcelona Open: Cameron Norrie
beaten by Lorenzo Musetti in last 16
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IRSA releases

156,100 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Thursday released
156,100 cusecs of water
from various rim stations
with an inflow of
193,900 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, the
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1436.21 feet and
was 38.21 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
in the dam was recorded
as 48,700 cusecs while
the outflow was 30,000
cusecs. The water level
in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1108.85 feet, 58.85 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
were recorded as 57,100
cusecs and 38,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 56,000,
37,300, 25.500 and
6,000 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 62,300
cusecs of water was
released at Nowshera
and 17,800 cusecs were
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

NHMP foils attempt to
smuggle wheat, flour

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Highways
and Motorway Police
(NHMP) has foiled
attempts to smuggle a
huge quantity of wheat
and flour. Thirty-eight
suspicious trucks were
seized in various oper-
ations near Main Tall
Plaza Islamabad,
Chakri, Neela Dulha
and Kallar Kahar, said
a press release on
Thursday. During the
checking, a total of 438
tons of wheat and 40
tons of flour were
found in these trucks.
The flour and wheat
were handed over to
the concerned food
authority after com-
pleting the preliminary
legal proceedings.

Two bike
lifters arrested
RAWALPINDI (APP):
In an operation against
criminal elements,
Rawalpindi Police here
on Thursday arrested
two street criminals,
bike lifters and recov-
ered Rs 19,500
snatched cash, five
stolen motorcycles,
weapons and other
items from their posses-
sion. According to a
police spokesman,
R.A.Bazar police
arrested two members
of Farrakh gang namely
Farrakh ringleader and
Saifullah, wanted in
various cases. He
informed that the police
team constituted under
the supervision of SHO
R.A.Bazar Police
Station on the directives
of the Superintendent of
Police conducted a raid
and managed to net the
accused. Police also
recovered Rs 19,500
cash, five stolen motor-
cycles, weapons and
other items from their
possession. As per the
preliminary police
record, the criminals
were also involved in
other crimes, he said.

Police arrest
six gamblers

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi district
Police arrested six
gamblers and recov-
ered Rs 21,650 stake
money, seven mobile
phones, and valuables
from their possession,
said a police
spokesman here on
Thursday. He informed
that Race Course
police conducted a raid
and arrested six gam-
blers namely Asad,
Zulfiqar, Abdul Qadir,
Zeeshan, Kaleemullah,
and Ijaz who were
allegedly involved in
betting while playing
cards. A case has been
registered against them
while further investi-
gation is under
p r o c e s s .
Superintendent of
Police, Potohar
Muhammad Waqas
Khan said that gam-
bling is the root cause
of other evils and those
involved in such
crimes do not deserve
any concession.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for
Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony,
Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood, left
for Saudi Arabia to review the arrange-
ments for the upcoming Hajj pilgrimage
on Wednesday night.

The minister has traveled to Saudi
Arabia at his own expense to ensure the
provision of facilities for intending
Pakistani pilgrims.

During his visit, he would perform
Umrah and pay homage at the mausoleum
of the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him).
He would also meet with Saudi authorities
to discuss the arrangements for Hajj and
raise any concerns regarding the facilities
provided to Pakistani pilgrims.

Minister Talha would visit the Pakistan
Hajj Mission in Makkah and the Pakistan
House in Madinah to take a briefing on the
arrangements for the upcoming pilgrim-
age. This visit would provide an opportu-
nity for the newly appointed minister to
evaluate the arrangements and ensure that
they meet the requirements of Pakistani
pilgrims. Earlier, addressing a press con-
ference in the ministry, he urged the Saudi
government to waive all the taxes being
collected from Pakistani pilgrims in the
wake of mandatory Hajj expenses.

He said that Pakistan was in severe
financial crisis these days and this gener-
ous initiative would give a positive mes-
sage to the world that Pak-Saudi relations
go beyond the diplomatic ties.

Highlighting the Saudi government’s
supportive role, the minister emphasized
that such taxes would add a significant
financial burden to the already expensive

pilgrimage for Pakistani pilgrims, howev-
er, the taxes levied on them would create a
financial obstacle for those wishing to per-
form the mandatory pilgrimage. 

He further informed that almost 40,000
intending pilgrims would be benefited
from the facility of ‘Road to Makkah’
project at the Islamabad International
Airport (IIA). Under this facility, their
immigration process would completed at
the airport, reducing the time and effort
required to complete it, he maintained.

He said due to shortage of time, the
scope of the project could not be expanded
to other airports in the country. However,
he assured that efforts were being made to
increase the number of pilgrims availing
this opportunity to its fullest from the IIA.

Talha Mahmood expressed his hope
that the 'Road to Makkah' initiative would
be available at other airports across the
country by next year, providing pilgrims
with greater convenience and ease during
their journey to Saudi Arabia.

Regarding the selection of Moavineen-
e-Hujjaj, he categorically stated that they
would be appointed as per direction given
by the federal cabinet adding that experi-
enced and trained people would be select-
ed for the job after proper scrutiny.

He said despite a lot of pressure partic-
ularly at the front of foreign exchange, the
ministry was launching Hajj operation by
May end. He also sought out media’s sup-
port in case of providing right information
to the people and asked to pin point the
weaknesses in the system so that they
could be removed for the convenience and
betterment of the intending pilgrims.

Talha Mahmood leaves
for Saudi Arabia to review

Hajj arrangements

Rain causes
tripping of several
IESCO’s feeders

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Several feeders of
Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO) were on
Thursday tripped due to
late-night rain in various
areas of the company's
regions. Power supply to
various areas attached to
Peshawar Road, Saghri
Morgah, Sikho,
Muslimabad, Charing
Crossing, Golra and
Westridge feeders
remained suspended due to
the developing of fault, the
IESCO spokesperson told
in a statement issued here. 

The fault also occurred
at PTCL, Jail Park, Dhok
Noor, Shamsh Colony,
Sihala, Gulistan e Johar
Colony and Jhangi feeders,
he added. The IESCO con-
cerned staff actively
engaged to clear the faults
and address individual
complaints of the cus-
tomers. The IESCO chief
was monitoring the power
restoration operation per-
sonally. The Spokesperson
also advised the public to
keep a safe distance from
electric wires, poles, trans-
formers and meters during
rain. In case of any emer-
gency, the consumers could
register their complaints at
the concerned office num-
ber or IESCO helpline
number 118.

Kachhi Canal
Extension

project
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Phase-1 of the Kachhi
Canal Extension Project
being constructed in the
Dera Bugti district of
Balochistan is likely to
complete by mid of this
year. Official sources told
APP here that the 40-
Kilometer (Km) long
main lined canal with the
32-Km distribution sys-
tem would irrigate addi-
tional 30,000 acres of
land in the Dera Bugti
district after its 
completion.

They said Kachhi
Canal Project was
planned to execute in
three phases to irrigate
713,000 acres of land in
Dera Bugti, Naseer Abad,
Bolan and Jhal Magsi.
The 363 km long Kachhi
Canal under Phase-I had
already been completed in
2017 and was irrigating
some 72,000 acres of land
in Dera Bugti. 

It is worth mentioning
that WAPDA is construct-
ing Kachhi Canal
Extension Project under
Phase-I in the Dera Bugti
district of Balochistan. 

ISLAMABAD (PPI):
Chairman Senate Standing
Committee on Defence
Senator Mushahid Hussain
Syed visited Radio
Pakistan, Islamabad today
for a video podcast inter-
view in the newly estab-
lished state of the art pod-
cast studios.

Director General Radio
Pakistan Tahir Hassan
apprised the Senator of the
latest initiatives taken by
Radio Pakistan to align the
national broadcaster with
modern day requirements.

Senator Mushahid
Hussain Syed visited differ-
ent sections of Radio
Pakistan including newly
established sports channel,
Exclusive English Channel
87.6, technology channel,
the World and External
Service and renovated on
modern lines the most pop-
ular Saut-ul-Quran Channel
of Radio Pakistan. He also
visited News and Current
Affairs Channel, General
News Room, Social Media

section and renovated news
studios.

The Senator appreciated
the initiatives undertaken
by Director General Radio
Pakistan Tahir Hassan to
equip the National
Broadcaster with modern
gadgets to meet the chang-
ing needs of broadcasting
and revive its old glory as
well as the steps taken by
him to improve its revenue.

The Senator congratulat-
ed the Director General
Radio Pakistan for his steps
on war footing to modernize
Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation saying he is
really amazed to see the state
of the art studios developed
just in a few months, terming
it the vision and dedication
of the current management
of Radio Pakistan. Speaking
on the occasion, Senator
Mushahid Hussain Syed said
Radio Pakistan is the identity
and proud of Pakistan.

Expressing his special
affection for Radio, he said
Radio is his romance which

he developed at a very early
age when his father gifted
him a Radio set on passing
the matriculation examina-
tion with flying colours. He
said that he used to listen to
different foreign radio sta-
tions and actively partici-
pated, through letters, in
their programs.

He said the role of Radio
for spreading information is
very significant and that it
is Radio that developed his
interest in foreign affairs.

Mushahid Hussain
Syed recalled his days as
the Information Minister
when he inaugurated a
FM channel and organ-
ized a concert of
AbidaParveen at
Hyderabad Radio Station.
He also said that he had
got approved hefty spe-
cial grant from the then
Prime Minister for Radio
Pakistan. Mushahid
Hussain Syed said Radio
has the honor to announce
the independence of the
motherland. 

RAWALPINDI (APP):
With Eid ul Fitr just around
the corner, shopping has
gained momentum in city
markets with a large num-
ber of people, particularly
women and children, flock-
ing to main city markets,
bazaars and malls. 

A huge influx of shop-
pers is being witnessed in
all markets and bazaars of
the town. People are seen
rushing to buy dresses and
household items. 

Temporary stalls selling
readymade clothes, ban-
gles, earrings and cosmet-
ics had also been set up
throughout the city since
the start of the last Ashra of
Ramazan. 

The markets and bazaars
in the city remained abuzz
with customers on
Wednesday night as the
buyers resorted to Eid
shopping without being
worried about the early clo-
sure of the shops. 

A festive environment in
shopping was noticed at the
busy markets including
Saddar, Lalkurti,
Commercial Market, Moti
Bazaar, Tench Bhatta,
Peoples Colony, Raja
Bazaar and various other
markets of the town. 

Several local and inter-
national brands are display-
ing their latest Eid editions
of dresses, shoes, and other
essential accessories to

attract buyers and gain
maximum profits. 

The shops and bazaars
were decorated with colour-
ful lights to attract cus-
tomers. The shopping frenzy
is expected to reach its peak
on Thursday night. Families
come out for shopping soon
after iftar and are seen buy-
ing shoes, cosmetics, ready-
made garments, eye-catch-
ing artificial jewellery, multi-
coloured bangles, and other
items for Eid. Women are
busy in buying clothes,
footwear, cosmetics, henna,
bangles and other items. Big
crowds of girls were seen on
Wednesday night at bangles
and henna stalls in various
areas of the city. 

ISLAMABAD (NNI): Islamabad capital
police Shahzad Town police team raided a
distillery on a tip-off in Alipur area and
arrested an accused and recovered 270
liters of raw liquor, 60 bottles of poisonous
liquor, empty bottles, stickers, flavors and
equipment from the factory , a police pub-
lic relations officer said.

He said that, following the special
directions of Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan,
the Islamabad Capital Police continues to
take action against criminal elements, drug
and liquor dealers without any discrimina-
tion. Following these directives, the
Shahzad Town police team raided a distill-
ery on a tip-off in Alipur area and arrested
an accused and recovered 270 liters of raw
liquor, 60 bottles of poisonous liquor,
empty bottles, stickers, flavours and
equipment from the factory. Case has been
registered against the nabbed accused and
further investigation is underway.

This raw liquor was to be supplied to
different areas during Eid days. While
many lives have been lost even before
drinking poisonous liquor, the timely
action of Islamabad capital police saved
many precious lives from being lost.

DIG/CPO Operations Syed Shahzad
Nadeem Bukhari appreciated the efforts of
the police team for taking timely action, he
directed all SHOs to intensify the crack-
down against the elements involved in
such heinous crimes and take action with-
out any discrimination. Citizens are also
requested to cooperate with police and
report any suspicious activity to police
helpline Pukar-15. 

14 outlaws arrested; drugs and
weapons recovered: Islamabad capital

police apprehended 14 outlaws from differ-
ent areas of the city and recovered drugs
and weapons with ammunition from their
possession, a police public relations officer
said. He said that, following the special
directions of Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad capital police has intensified
crackdown against the criminal elements in
order to eliminate the crime from the city.
Following these directives, the Secretariat
police team arrested an accused namely
Arslan Asad and recovered one dagger
from his possession. Likewise, the Kohsar
Police team arrested two accused namely
Umer Shahzad and Alishah Masih and
recovered 10 liters liquor and one 30 bore
pistol from their possession.

Similarly, the Phulgran police team
arrested an accused namely Mudasir and
recovered 525 gram heroin from his pos-
session. The Karachi company  police
team arrested  two  accused namely  Asad
Ullah and Ehsan Ali and recovered 560
gram hashish and one 30 bore pistol  from
their possession.

Moreover, the Sangjani  police team
arrested  five accused namely  Siraj Wali,
Ali Gohar, Hazrat Nabi, Haider Ali, Inayat
Ur  Rehman and recovered three pistols,
one SMG gun, One MP4 gun with ammu-
nition from  their possession.  The Sabzi
Mandi police team arrested an accused
namely Muhammad Yasir involved in ille-
gal gas filling. Furthermore, the Shahzad
Town police team arrested an accused
namely Javed and recovered one 30 bore
pistol from his possession. The Nilore
police team arrested an accused namely
Nazeer and recovered one 12 bore gun
from his possession.

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Islamabad Capital Police
have finalized a compre-
hensive security plan for
the Eid ul Fitr following the
special directions of
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Dr Akbar
Nasir Khan and also aug-
mented the security at pub-
lic, worship places and
other important buildings
to thwart any untoward
incident, a police public
relations officer said.

He said that, the security
plan was reviewed here on
Thursday in a meeting
presided over by SSP
(Operations) Malik Jameel
Zafar and attended by zonal
DPO's , SDPO's and SHO's
of all police stations. SSP
Operations Islamabad has
devised the special security
plan and all police officials
have been directed to
remain on high alert and
fully prepared to avert any
untoward situation during
Eid days.

According to the securi-
ty plan, more than 3500
policemen would patrol
various sectors to check
possible house burglaries
during Eid holidays. The

SSP Islamabad has also
directed for effective secu-
rity measures in the city on
this occasion. There are
1037 Masjids and 28
Imambargahs which will be
covered by armed guards
and policemen during Eid
ul Fitr prayers.

Policemen would also
patrol in the various sectors
and police in charge of cir-
cles would ensure proper
security at the Eid congre-
gations in various loca-
tions. According to this
plan, beat systems have
been introduced for securi-
ty at main shopping cen-
ters, markets and additional
deployment of policemen
has been ensured there
especially for Chand Raat.
The contingents of mobile
reserve police and prisoner
van movement would be
part of security measures at
important shopping centers
including Jinnah Super
market, F-10 and Aabpara
market. Policemen have
been assigned duties at bus
stands, graveyards and rail-
way stations while special
deployment will also be
made at Faisal Mosque. All
SHOs have been directed to

conduct security meetings
with managers of bus
stands as bus stands were
identified for security
duties. Following these
meetings, special police
pickets have been erected
in the vicinity of bus stands
and police would check the
passengers and other sus-
pects there. As per security
duties on Eid, the police-
men would patrol in the
various sectors and contin-
gents of Pakistan Rangers,
FC and police commandos
will assist police in these
security duties. Vehicles of
police stations and falcons
would patrol in their
respective areas while addi-
tional vehicles were also
provided to each police sta-
tion for success of the
patrolling plan.

Police teams have been
constituted for patrolling in
various urban sectors and
rural areas. Keeping in
view the rush of visitors at
public places, security
measures have also been
taken at Shakarparian,
Daman-e-Koh, Yasmin
Garden, Manal, Lake View
Park, Chattar Park and
Centaurus.

Eid-ul-Fitr preparations;
shopping in full swing

Radio Pakistan is
identity, proud of

country: Mushahid

RAWALPINDI: People are eagerly making their way home to celebrate the joyous occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr with
their loved ones, carrying their belongings with them at Faizabad Bus Stand as the Ramadan is about to end. 

ISLAMABAD: The federal capital is adorned with a beautiful view of clouds hovering above it. 

RAWALPINDI (APP): City
Traffic Police (CTP)
Rawalpindi here on
Wednesday issued traffic
plan for Chand Raat and
Eid-ul-Fitr.

According to a CTP
spokesman, the CTP had
finalized a special traffic
plan for Chand Raat and
Eid ul Fitr, under which
additional personnel would
be deployed at important
markets, shopping malls,
public places and mosques
to control the heavy traffic. 

Chief Traffic Officer
(CTO) Tamoor Khan said
under the plan, traffic war-
dens had been assigned

duties to maintain traffic
flow particularly on Chand
Raat. CTP on the directives
of the CTO would take
strict action against the vio-
lators and the motorists had
been urged to cooperate
with traffic police, he said. 

City Traffic Officer,
Tamoor Khan advised the
citizens to follow the traffic
rules and not indulge in
over-speeding. Traffic war-
dens were also instructed to
deal with the motorists
politely, he added.

Tamoor Khan said that
1100 traffic police personnel
including DSPs, inspectors,
traffic wardens and traffic

assistants would perform
their duties. 35 special pick-
ets had been set up at various
places in Rawalpindi city to
check one wheeling and car
skating on Chand Raat and
Eid holidays. Seven special
squads had also been formed
which would take action in
accordance with the law
against the traffic rules viola-
tors, he informed.

CTP had also formulated
a comprehensive plan to
regulate the traffic of
tourists at the hill station of
Murree, he said and
informed that 260 traffic
wardens would perform
duties in Murree.

CTP issue traffic plan for
Chand Raat, Eid ul Fitr

Distillery raided, huge
cache of liquor recovered

Comprehensive Eid security
plan devised for Capital



Meeting to be held in Doha

KABUL (Agencies): The UN Secretary
General is convening an international meeting
on Afghanistan May 1-2 in Doha, in which
special representatives of a number of coun-
tries will participate. Antonio Guterres will
host the meeting, gathering featuring special
envoys on Afghanistan from various countries
who aim to “clarify expectations”, according
to spokesman Stephane Dujarric. The purpose
of this meeting is to strengthen the interna-
tional interaction with Afghanistan.

Expired food destroyed

KABUL (TOLOnews): The Kabul intelli-
gence gathered nearly one hundred tons of
expired food and non-halal meat and set it
on fire, said an intelligence official. Health
officials of intelligence in Kabul said that
most of these materials were collected from
PD9 and PD16 in Kabul in the past month.
“35 tons of pork and 65 tons of expired
meat were set on fire,” said Abdul Qader
Mangal, a health official of Kabul
Intelligence. 

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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QALA-I-NAW (Pajhwok):
Education experts in north-
western Badghis province
have asked the ‘Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan’
(IEA) to allow girls to go to
schools and put end to
uncomfortable situation
which created tension and
worries among girl students
above class sixth.

Upon the resumption of
education year last year,
government barred girls
above class sixth from
going to schools and said a
strategy was being worked
out on the bases of which
girls would allow back to
schools.

A well-placed source
recently told Pajhwok
Afghan News that a strate-
gy regarding the school

uniform of boys and girls
was prepared and sent to
relevant educational depart-
ments for their consent.

Girls students in Badghis
province said that the clo-
sure of schools created seri-
ous psychological problems
for them.

Shukria, 19, the student
of class 11th and 2nd posi-
tion holder in her class, told
Pajhwok Afghan News the
closure of girls’ school was
a serious blow on her and
other girls.

She received psycholog-
ical treatment from a doctor
for a long time, said: “The
closure of schools for me
and other girls who
dreamed bright future was
disappointing.”

She said her purpose was

to learn medicine, become
a doctor and serve the peo-
ple of Badghis, said now
getting this target seemed
impossible because she got
married and her responsi-
bilities had increased.

Shukria said in case
there was no ban on girls
education above class sixth,
her engagement could have
been delayed till she fin-
ished her education.

But this is not only
Shukria who had been
affected by education ban
but Afsana, 16, the resident
of Qala-i-Naw City is
another girls who suffered
psychologically due to the
ban on girls education.

She said before the fall
of previous government she
studied in class ninth and

she ranked 3rd and attended
her studies with full interest
and enthusiasm but after
ban on girls education
above class sixth created
psychological issues for
her.

She dreamed to become
a journalist in the future,
said till women and girls
were going to universities
she was hopeful that time
will come when their
schools would be reopened
but ban on university edu-
cation she became disap-
pointed and never expect
her future dream would
become reality.

She said the closure of
women and girls universi-
ties and schools were the
worst news she heard and
that resulted into grave psy-

chological problems for
her.

“Me and other girls like
me who don’t go to schools
are being encouraged by
our families to get married
and make a family while
we first want education and
then get married,” she said.

Afsana and Shukria
asked the IEA not to
become a barrier in the way
of girls’ education.

Education experts in
Badghis province also
stressed over the reopening
of girls schools above class
sixths.

University Teacher Nisar
Ahmad Akbari termed edu-
cation the right of all peo-
ple in a society and said
women like men had the
right to get education with-

out discrimination.
He said it was govern-

ment responsibility to pro-
vide education facility for
all members of society and
stressed over the reversal of
ban on girls education
above class sixth.

Referring to the fact that
women comprised half of
the society he said depriv-
ing women from education
would slow paced the
development and progress
of a society.

“We should resolve this
problem and girls should be
allowed to go to schools
wearing Islamic Hijab this
will help in the progress of
our society,” he believed.

Psychologist Fariba
Noorzae said depriving
women from their right to

education made women
disappointed and left neg-
ative impact on the psy-
chological condition of
girls.

She said the continued
closure of schools could
cause psychological disor-
der, mental issues, stress
and losing tolerance among
the affected persons.

She said individuals suf-
fering from such problems
may harm people around
them or sometimes these
issues forced the affected
persons to commit suicide.

She asked the IEA to
allow women to go to
school while they are clad
in Islamic Hijab.

Religious Scholar Abdul
Rafai Mateei said there was
no argument in the reli-

gious texts where women
are banned from getting
education.

He said in Islam men
and women are encouraged
to get education and even
the life partner of the
prophet was an education
lady.

He said: “Allah has cre-
ated man and woman to
build the earth and this
could not be possible with-
out education. The way
men have the right to edu-
cation same goes for
women. There is no argu-
ment in the religion on the
bases of which women edu-
cation is banned.”

He said women are
encouraged to get educa-
tion in compliance to
Islamic Hijab.

KABUL (Pajhwok): On the
account of Eid-UL-Fitr the
Gulbahar Welfare
Foundation has started the
distributed 10,000 afs each
or food items of the same
value to 3,800 personnel of
Municipality Cleanliness
Department.

Mohammad Umar
Zwak, the foundation
spokesperson, said total
eight million afs will be
distributed to the cleanli-
ness department employees
in all 22 Municipality
Districts.

Mawlavi Saadullah
Usmani, head of the clean-
liness department, hailed
and welcomed the aid and
asked other institutions to
follow the footprints.

Referring to the lack of
public support in the clean-
ing of the city, he said
3,800 personnel were not
enough for the cleanliness
of a city where six million
people live.

Shah Agha, one of the
beneficiaries, said with the
amount he could do his
shopping for the upcoming
Eid.

He also asked the gov-

ernment for increment and
added he currently got
12,000 afs and needed to
work more hard to meet the
demands of his family
expenditures.

Shafiullah, another
worker of municipality,
said other organisations to
provide support to less
fortunate persons in the
society.

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Zalmay Khalilzad, the
Former US envoy for
Afghanistan, informed in a
series of tweets on Tuesday
that he welcomes the deci-
sion by the UN Secretary-
General to host a meeting
in Doha of Special Envoys
for Afghanistan.

Khalilzad welcomed the
meeting, which will be held
in the first week of May
and proposed four key
measures.

He recommended that
the “full implementation of
the Doha Agreement should
be embraced as the com-
mon goal.”

He added, “Major fig-
ures from the previous
Afghan government emb-
race the agreement as the
best framework for dealing
with Afghanistan’s chal-
lenges. The agreement has
not been fully implement-
ed, and no alternative has
comparable broad support
among Afghans and the
international community.”

He also suggested that a
road map for implementa-
tion be drawn up, consider-
ing the current conditions
in Afghanistan.

He continued, “To devel-
op the road map, the
Secretary-General and the
Envoys should have a ses-
sion with the Taliban dur-
ing their deliberations.” 

“This is needed to deter-
mine whether the Islamic
Emirate remains committed
to the Doha Agreement and
to communicate the inter-
national community’s com-
mitment to work with them
and others on a roadmap for
implementation.

“This includes a
sequence of steps by the
Islamic Emirate and the
international community.
The roadmap must address
the issue of women’s edu-
cation and employment,”
Khalilzad said.

Finally, he recommend-
ed a follow-up to the meet-
ing. He said, “The
Secretary-General should

appoint a personal Envoy to
work with Afghans and the
relevant internationals in
developing and implement-
ing the roadmap.”

Meanwhile, SIGAR said
in a report earlier that the
Doha agreement paved the
way for the collapse of the
previous government while
strengthening the Taliban
then. 

In this regard, Khalilzad
was the builder and initia-
tive of the Doha agreement,
which was a complete fail-
ure. Meanwhile, several
Afghan experts believe
Khalilzad has been hired
“to lobby the Taliban
group.” 

Khalilzad remarks a day
after the UN deputy Chief,
Amina Mohammad, that
the organization plans to
arrange a conference in the
coming days to discuss
granting recognition to
Afghanistan’s Taliban.

Mohammed meanwhile
said: “We have amazing
envoys that work on

Afghanistan, and we have
Afghan women too, and
what we are hoping is that
we will gather them now in
another two weeks in the
region, and they will have
that first meeting of envoys
across the board, the region
and internationally with the
secretary general for the
first time.”

She continued by saying
that it would be “a principle
recognition” and “in other
words, there are conditions.”

KABUL (Agencies):
Ministry of Industry and
Commerce officials said
they will increase efforts to
expand economic relations
with Central Asian coun-
tries in the coming year.

According to officials,
Central Asian countries
such as Uzbekistan, Turkm-
enistan and Kazakhstan are
interested in expanding
economic relations with
Afghanistan.

Last week, Kazakhstan’s
minister of trade visited
Kabul and discussed the
issue of expanding trade
ties with the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan.

“The two sides discussed
increasing the level of trade
between the two countries
to $3 billion, building
transportation infrastruc-
ture, railways, regional

connectivity and investing
in Afghanistan’s mineral
resources,” Abdulsalam
Jawad, the spokesman of
the Ministry of Industry
and Commerce, said.

Economic experts said
that if Afghanistan can
strengthen economic rela-
tions with Central Asian
countries, it will have a
positive effect on the eco-
nomic situation of
Afghanistan and the region.

“The more our economic
relations with Central Asia
expand, the more it will help
Afghanistan’s economy and
trade. Both Afghanistan and
Central Asia will gain great-
ly. The Islamic Emirate
should pay attention to this
and if our relations with
them expand, it will benefit
Afghanistan,” Abdul Jabbar
Safi, head of the Union of

Industrialists, said.
Experts believe that

Afghanistan can connect
Central Asia to South Asia,
and it plays an important
role in expanding trade
relations in the region.

“I think Afghanistan
should start economic
development from Central
Asian countries, countries
that have rich resources and
will help Afghanistan’s
economic system,” said Taj
Mohammad Talash, an eco-
nomic expert.

Officials of the Ministry
of Industry and Commerce
said that the expansion of
cooperation in the fields of
agriculture, mining, energy
production and railway
construction in Afghanistan
will directly provide
employment to thousands
of citizens in the country.

KABUL (Khaama Press):
At least 29 people were
killed across 31 provinces
due to flash floods and
earthquakes in the past
month, officials said.

According to Shafiullah
Rahimi, a spokesperson for
the State Ministry for
Natural Disaster Mana-
gement, 29 people have
died in 31 provinces of the
country. In contrast, more
than 105 others have been
injured due to the recent
earthquake and flash flood-
ing during the last solar
month (21 March to 20
April).

Meanwhile, he added
that the natural disasters
had physical and financial

damages, including 155
residential houses being
destroyed, 1,242 being par-
tially damaged and 848
livestock perished, and
7,106 acres of agricultural
land being destroyed.

Officials said that the
affected families were
assisted with relief such as
food, tents and blankets.

“This ministry has dis-
tributed emergency aid to
about 40,000 families in
cooperation with govern-
ment institutions and other
organizations, and the
process is ongoing,”
Rahimi said.

Earlier, nine provinces
of Afghanistan, including
Balkh, Zabul, Faryab, Uru-

zgan, Nimroz, Nangarhar,
Kunar, Nuristan, and
Laghman, were severely hit
with heavy rain, snow and
flooding. As a result of
heavy rain, more than 756
homes were destroyed par-
tially or entirely.

Meanwhile, in March,
local officials said a power-
ful tremor of 6.5 magni-
tudes rocked Afghanistan
last week, killing ten peo-
ple, injuring more than 60
people, and damaging more
than 800 houses.

Afghanistan is the most
vulnerable country to vari-
ous natural disasters,
including flooding, earth-
quake, avalanches, heavy
rains and landslides.

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The United States aid to
Afghanistan may currently
fund the de facto govern-
ment of Kabul, said John
Spoko, SIGAR Chief.

The US Congress heard
from the Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction (SIGAR),
John Sopko. He said he
could not say with assur-
ance that US aid to
Afghanistan was “not cur-
rently funding the
Taliban.”

“While I agree, and we
all agree Afghanistan faces
a dire humanitarian and
economic situation, it is
critical that our assistance
not be diverted by the
Taliban,” SIGAR chief
John Sopko said as he testi-
fied before the US House
Oversight Committee.
“Unfortunately, as I sit here
today, I cannot assure this
committee or the American
taxpayer we are not cur-
rently funding the Taliban,”
said Sopko.

“Nor can I assure you
that the Taliban are not

diverting the money we are
sending from the intended
recipients, the poor Afghan
people,” he added.

He added that since Mr
Biden withdrew US forces
from Afghanistan in 2021
after 20 years of fighting
there, the Taliban’s attempt
to retake control of Kabul
has drawn more attention to
Sigar.

Meanwhile, the Biden
administration has tried to

channel funding into
Afghanistan through non-
governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) and the
international community
rather than interacting
directly with the Taliban
authorities.

SIGAR warns in its most
recent report that aids to the
Afghan people could be
diverted before it reaches
its intended recipient if
there are no US observers

on the ground to monitor
the use of the cash.

Meanwhile, Mr Biden
and his Democratic Party
accuse the late President
Donald Trump of reaching
a deal with the Taliban that
virtually guaranteed a quick
withdrawal with little time
to spare.

The deal has set the con-
ditions that led to the disas-
trous 2021 withdrawal from
Afghanistan.

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Uzbekistan dispatched 185
tons of humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan, according to
officials. The humanitarian
aid of 185 tons included
food comprising flour,
wheat, vegetable oil, pasta,
canned goods, sugar, and
instant food items, said an
official statement reported
by Gazeta. UZ.

The humanitarian aid was
dispatched to Hairatan and
transferred by the Uzbek
special representatives
Ismatulla Irgashev, First
Deputy Head of

Surkhandarya region Anvar
Oripov to the acting minister
of Economy of Afghanistan,
Deen Mohammad Hanif.

Meanwhile, the Uzbek
delegation discussed enha-
ncing bilateral trade
between both countries.

Since the Taliban took
over the country, the
humanitarian situation has
deteriorated. According to a
recent study released by the
UNDP on Monday in
Kabul, Afghanistan rem-
ains among the world’s
most impoverished coun-
tries due to the “unparal-

leled shock.”
The study added that due

to the Taliban’s repressive
policies, particularly about
women, the long-term pros-
pects for economic devel-
opment are still dim and
inadequate. Impoverished
people increase dramatical-
ly from 19 million in 2020
to 34 million in 2022.

“If foreign aid is reduced
this year, Afghanistan may
fall from the cliff edge into
the abyss,” warned Abd-
ullah Al Dardari, the UNDP
Resident Representative in
Afghanistan.

Chicken
processing

plant opened
M A Z A R - E - S H A R I F
(TOLOnews): A privately-
run chicken slaughterhouse
was opened in Mazar-e-
Sharif, costing one million
dollars. Officials said the
plant will follow health
standards for slaughtering
chickens, which will bene-
fit the population.

“We have invested near-
ly one million dollars here
to keep our city clean, and
we have the capacity to
slaughter 90 chickens
here,” said Aziz Ahmad
Nasserei, head of the
slaughterhouse. 

Officials of Balkh said
that the creation of a chick-
en slaughterhouse is impor-
tant for the health of resi-
dents. “It’s a good thing
because of the environment
and people’s health,” said
Shamsuddin Khalid, head
of the agriculture depart-
ment in Balkh. 

“We support our traders,
and the municipality
department is with them,”
said Mohammad Nasim
Abid, deputy head of the
municipality department in
Mazar e-Sharif. 

Meanwhile, some resi-
dents of Mazar-e-Sharif
said that establishing this
slaughterhouse will prevent
the slaughtering of chick-
ens in every corner of the
city, in front of women and
children. 

Afghanistan
‘safe haven’
for terrorists

KABUL (Khaama Press):
According to defence and
counterterrorism experts, al
Qaeda and ISIS-K are
flourishing in Afghanistan,
again turning into a “safe
haven” for terrorists who
are increasingly posing a
threat against United States.

“The terrorist threat
environment in Afgh-
anistan has deteriorated
dramatically since August
2021 – and it is getting
worse,” Tuesday, Nathan
Sales, a former State
Department counterterror-
ism coordinator, made a
statement reported by Just
the News.

He further elaborated
that due to the various
groups and the lack of
capability to fight terrorism
on the one hand and the
absence of US pressure,
Afghanistan has become a
breeding ground for grow-
ing terrorism.

“Due to a combination
of Taliban-provided safe
haven, the Taliban’s lack of
counterterrorism capability,
and the absence of sus-
tained counterterrorism
pressure from the United
States, Afghanistan has
become hospitable terrain
for various terrorist
groups,” he added.

Earlier last month, Army
General Michael Kurilla
told the US Senate Armed
Services Committee that
ISSI-K is rapidly growing
in Afghanistan, potentially
launching “overseas opera-
tions” in Europe and Asia.

He warned that the
Islamic State could carry
out operations against the
US or West interests within
six months or so.

Meanwhile, the experts
expressed their concerns
over the capability of the
militant groups, mainly
ISIS-K and al Qaeda, after
the withdrawal of the US
left behind nearly $7.2 bil-
lion worth of equipment.

However, the de facto
authorities claim they can
prevent any attack from
Afghanistan against other
countries.

Badghis education experts rally call for reopening of girls schools

Flash floods,
earthquake kill 

29 in past month

Uzbekistan sends 185
tons of aid to Afghanistan

IEA seeks to expand
economic ties with

Central Asian countries

SIGAR Chief says US aid
could be funding Taliban

Kabul municipality’s cleanliness
workers distributed cash aid

Khalilzad proposes measures for
UN Chief meeting on Afghanistan
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ISLAMABAD: Passengers are rushing to board into vehicle at Karachi Company Bus station as large
number of people leaving for their native villages to celebrate Eid.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr. Arif Alvi has sent the
Prime Minister a letter of
Chaudhry Fawad Ahmed,
asking him to look into the
issues raised by the former
Federal Minister to uphold
the Constitution and
strengthen democracy in
the country.

Chaudhary Fawad
Ahmed had raised issues in
his letter to the President,
with regard to the legality

of the interim setups in the
two provinces of the coun-
try. He had said that the
interim governments in
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa had complet-
ed their stipulated period
and the Constitution did not
provide for the continuation
/extension of the period
fixed for the interim setup.
He had further stated that
caretaker governments
were introduced as per
Article 224 of the

Constitution to facilitate the
Election Commission of
Pakistan in holding free,
fair, just, and honest elec-
tions in accordance with the
Constitution and the law.

In his letter, President Dr
Arif Alvi has asked the
Prime Minister, Mian
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, to examine this mat-
ter to ensure the upholding
the Constitution and
strengthening of democra-
cy in Pakistan.

President concerned about
legality of Caretakers

F.P. Report

KARACHI: On the direc-
tives of the Provincial
Minister for Information,
Transport and Mass Transit
Sharjeel Inam Memon, the
campaign against trans-
porters who overcharged
passengers on the occasion
of Eid-ul-Fitr continued for
the third consecutive day. In
this regard, The Transport
Department Secretary Abdul
Haleem Shaikh directed the
officers to take strict action
against transporters who
charge illegal fare from pas-
sengers. 

The Secretary transport
has said that complaints are
being received from all over
Sindh regarding excessive
fares and directed that the
campaign should be acceler-
ated. Meanwhile, separate
teams of transport depart-
ment have been formed for
different areas of Karachi
which are engaged in cam-
paign in morning and night
shifts. In Karachi 289 vehi-
cles were checked last night
and throughout the day
today and Rs 551,000 were
returned to passengers. The
District Regional Transport
Authority Jamshoro with
coordination of Motorway
Police confiscated the docu-
ments of 2 coaches in an

action on Indus Highway. 
The DRTA also recom-

mended cancellation of the
route permits of the coaches.
A total of Rs 267,000 were
refunded to passengers in
Jamshoro. In shaheed
Benazirabad, Transport
Department officers checked
30 vehicles along with
Motorway Police . As many
as 09 vehicles were chal-
laned for charging excess
fare from passengers and
imposed a fine of Rs 8,000
on the them. Rs. 10,000 was
refunded to passengers in
Shaheed Benazirabad. In
Sukkur, An amount of Rs.
5,800 was imposed on trans-
porters for violation of the
existing fare structure.
Passengers were refunded
Rs 12,000 near Rohri on the
Sukkur Multan Motorway.

Similarly, transport
department officials checked
25 vehicles in Thatta and
passengers were refunded
Rs 7,500. District Regional
Transport Authority
Shikarpur fined transporters
Rs 5,000 for charging excess
fare and refunded Rs 4,300
to passengers.A total of 40
vehicles were checked in
Larkana and a fine of Rs
22000 was imposed on com-
plaints of excess fare, and
passengers were refunded
Rs 16600.

In Badin, transport
department officials
imposed a fine of Rs 7,000
on transporters and refunded
Rs 11,500 to passengers.
Campaign was also contin-
ued in Mithi, Sanghar and
other districts in the ongoing
against excessive fare col-
lection.

Campaign against 
excessive fares continues

KABUL (Agencies): Amina Mohammadi, a
34-year-old Afghan widow from the north-
ern Afghan city of Mazar-i-Sharif, is among
millions of Afghans reliant on rations pro-
vided by the World Food Programme
(WFP). But the mother of four is now wor-
ried about how to feed her children after the
UN food agency last month announced
drastic cuts in food assistance. The WFP has
warned that if donors do not pledge new
funds, the agency will not have the
resources to carry out any food assistance by
June.

“Our food distributions will drop from 13
million people in March to nine million peo-
ple in April and five million people in May
down to zero in June and onwards,”
Philippe Kropf, the head of communications
at WFP, told Al Jazeera. Last month, the
WFP, which provides food assistance to
more than 20 million Afghans, said a severe
shortage of funds forced it to drastically
reduce its food assistance to the South Asian
country facing a humanitarian crisis.

“The country is at the highest risk of
famine in a quarter of a century and WFP’s
food assistance is the last lifeline for mil-
lions of Afghans,” Hsiao-Wei Lee, WFP
country director in Afghanistan, said in a
statement last month. Six million Afghans,
the UN agency warned, are one step away
from famine. “Since November last year,
the WFP in Afghanistan had been warning
that funds would run out. Now faced with
funding shortfalls, WFP had to start to
reduce its lifesaving assistance to millions
of people across the country,” Kropf said.
The UN agency needs nearly $800m to run
its food assistance programme in the coun-
try for the next six months, Kropf said.

Kropf explained that the organisation ini-
tially reduced the quantity of assistance to
some of the recipients, providing them with
two weeks of food per month, as opposed to
the previous ration that was sufficient for
three weeks. The cuts in food assistance are
harder for women-led households in
Afghanistan, in particular, where the bread-
winners find their rights to employment,
education and even movement restricted by
the Taliban rulers.

Mohammadi, whose husband was killed
last year, says there are no jobs for women
in her neighbourhood. “I do everything I
can: I wash clothes at neighbourhood
homes, I do some tailoring – but it’s not suf-
ficient to support my children,” she said.
Mohammadi told Al Jazeera that the month-
ly rations and cash she received from the
WFP saved her family, including her four
children, including three sons – 12, seven

and four, and a 10-year-old daughter, from
hunger. “For the last few months, I collect-
ed rations of flour, beans, tea, salt, and nutri-
tious food for the children,” she told Al
Jazeera.

The country has been teetering on the
brink of famine and economic collapse
since the Taliban’s return to power in August
2021 after 20 years of war and US occupa-
tion. The war-torn country’s economy,
which was largely dependent on foreign
funding, has not been able to revive because
West-led international sanctions have dried
up many sources of international aid. The
Taliban administration’s financial and diplo-
matic isolation has further exacerbated the
humanitarian situation in the country.

Aseel – a company that started out as e-
commerce platform, but shifted its technol-
ogy and resources to address the growing
humanitarian crises following the Taliban’s
takeover in August 2021 – has been using
technology to go around sanctions and help
people in need. Madina Matin, the commu-
nications manager at Aseel, said their digital
and tech-driven approach has helped con-
nect donors to Afghan families, benefitting
more than 500,000 Afghans in the last year
and a half.

“The [US-led] sanctions and banking
restriction limit Afghanistan’s access to
international financial institutions and
donors, which can impact the ability of
national organisations to secure funding for
humanitarian aid,” Matin told Al Jazeera,
adding that the sanctions also had a chilling
effect, creating “hesitancy among donors to
provide aid to a country under sanctions”.
The Afghan administration, which has not
been recognised by any country in the
world, has appealed for its recognition and
the lifting of sanctions. It has also urged the
US to release billions of dollars of frozen
Afghan funds desperately needed to revive
the economy.

The group has faced international cen-
sure for its decision to curb women’s free-
doms, including a ban on university and
school education. Al Jazeera reached
Taliban officials in two northern provinces,
Balkh and Baghlan, who said that they were
also concerned about the cutbacks in aid and
rations. However, they declined further
comment for this article.

With the aid to her family set to be
reduced, Mohammadi faces an uncertain
future. During the holy month of Ramadan,
when Muslims fast from dawn to dusk, she
is already limiting the portions of the two
meagre meals her children have in the day,
she said.

Millions close to hunger
after WFP cuts aid to Kabul

KHARTOUM (Agencies): Warring
generals in Sudan have rejected nego-
tiations with each other, as fighting
between the army and the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces (RSF)
continues, despite repeated attempts
at a ceasefire.

Speaking to Al Jazeera on
Thursday, the head of Sudan’s para-
military Rapid Support Forces (RSF),
General Mohamed Hamdan
“Hemedti” Dagalo, said that he
would not sit down and talk with his
chief rival, General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan. “We are calling for a human-
itarian truce and for a ceasefire for a
specific period, but the other side
does not want that,” Hemedti said in
a phone call with Al Jazeera on
Thursday. “But we are not talking
about sitting down with a criminal.
We have been negotiating [with al-

Burhan] for two years, without any
results.”

“Al-Burhan was the one who start-
ed the battles and he is the one
responsible for murdering the
Sudanese people, so there are no
future negotiations with him,” he
added. Following the interview with
Hemedti, al-Burhan also spoke to Al
Jazeera, and said that there was no
party “with whom we can sit down to
negotiate with now”. “This party [the
RSF] vowed to eliminate the
Sudanese army and the rule of Sudan,
and it is now stealing the homes of
the Sudanese, and this does not augur
that it is a party that restores Sudan’s
permanence.”

Both men spoke of the upcoming
Eid holiday, with Hemedti saying that
he had “no objection” to a truce over
Eid, but claimed that the army had

continued attacking his forces despite
a ceasefire that was supposed to be
observed from 16:00 GMT on
Wednesday evening. For his part, al-
Burhan said that the Sudanese people
“did not deserve to receive Eid while
living through this suffering”. “The
reason for this situation is the person-
al greed of the RSF,” al-Burhan
added. Eid will begin on either Friday
or Saturday. Fighting in Sudan
between the army and the RSF has
continued for a sixth day, with more
than 300 people killed, including
many civilians. Residents of
Khartoum have been fleeing the cap-
ital, hoping to reach safer areas.

Despite international mediation
efforts, there are few signs of de-esca-
lation. Both the Sudanese army and the
RSF have been accused of human
rights violations during the fighting,

and in the months preceding the con-
flict, when the two sides united to
launch a military coup against a transi-
tional government in October 2021,
and cracked down on the protests that
followed. Internationally mediated
talks to transition the country back to
civilian rule were reportedly in their
final stages, but a dispute about the
integration of the RSF into the army
sparked the recent outbreak of fighting.

In his interview, Hemedti attempt-
ed to portray himself as a supporter of
a democratic transition in Sudan,
despite his forces being repeatedly
accused of arresting and killing pro-
testers calling for a civilian-led gov-
ernment. “We are defending the real-
isation of a true democratic transition
in the country,” Hemedti said. “The
only key to resolving the conflict in
Sudan right now is bringing al-

Burhan to justice.”
“Democracy does not come by the

gun,” al-Burhan responded in his inter-
view. “The leadership of the RSF cov-
ets the rule of Sudan. We say that no
one can rule Sudan by force,” al-
Burhan said. “The Sudanese people
want freedom and democracy and
know how to take their rights.”
Hemedti has attempted to shift interna-
tional perceptions of his image. He first
emerged in Sudan as a leader in the
government-backed Popular Defence
Forces (called “Janjaweed” by rebel
groups) accused of human rights viola-
tions in Darfur. The RSF later emerged
out of the Popular Defence Forces dur-
ing the presidency of former President
Omar al-Bashir, who was overthrown
after protests in 2019.

The RSF has used international
public relations firms to portray itself

as a defender of Sudanese civilians
and a barricade against religious
hardliners in recent months, and has
taken to publishing statements in
English on social media, decrying the
army. Hemedti has also rejected accu-
sations that his forces were receiving
external support, specifically from
the Russian mercenary Wagner
Group. “[There is] no truth to [reports
of] us receiving any external sup-
port,” the general said. “These are
false accusations made by al-Burhan.
We have not even requested external
support … Wagner was brought in to
support the army, and not the RSF.”
Asked about reported Israeli media-
tion efforts, al-Burhan responded
curtly, saying that he did not have
“any information” and that he had not
received any communication from
Israel “until now”.

Sudan’s generals reject negotiations as ceasefire fails

SANAA (Agencies): At least 78 peo-
ple have been killed in a crush at a
school in Yemen’s capital Sanaa just
days before the Eid al-Fitr festival,
according to Houthi officials and
media.

The crush happened late on
Wednesday as hundreds of people
crowded into a school in the Bab al-
Yemen district of Sanaa in the hope
of getting a charitable donation of
about $10 that was being handed out
by merchants to mark the final days
of Ramazan. A video posted by
Houthi television on the Telegram
messaging app showed a crowd of
people jammed together, some
screaming and shouting and reaching
out to be pulled to safety. Security
staff fought to push people back and
control the crowd.

Separate footage released by the
Houthis, who control the capital,
showed bloodstains, shoes and vic-
tims’ clothing scattered on the ground

while investigators examined the
area. Witnesses Abdel-Rahman
Ahmed and Yahia Mohsen told The
Associated Press news agency that
armed Houthis had fired into the air
in an attempt at crowd control, appar-
ently hitting an electrical wire, which
exploded and caused panic among
those waiting. Al Jazeera however,
could not independently ascertain the
reasons behind the crush. The
Houthi-controlled Ministry of
Interior’s spokesperson Brig Abdel-
Khaleq al-Aghri described the inci-
dent as “tragic”, blaming the “random
distribution” of funds without coordi-
nation with local authorities.

The two merchants who organised
the event had been detained and an
investigation was under way, the min-
istry said. The Houthis announced
they would pay some $2,000 in com-
pensation to each family who lost a
relative, while the injured would get
about $400. At least 73 of the injured

were taken to the al-Thowra Hospital
in Sanaa, according to hospital
deputy director Hamdan Bagheri,
with families rushing to hospitals
looking for their loved ones.

Al Jazeera’s Mohammed al-Attab,
reporting from Sanaa, said the disas-
ter had “sparked nationwide anger”.
Sanaa has been under the control of
the Houthis since 2014 when they
removed the country’s international-
ly-recognised government. That led
to the intervention of a Saudi-led
coalition a year later.

More than 150,000 people, includ-
ing fighters and civilians, have been
killed in the conflict, which has creat-
ed one of the world’s worst humani-
tarian disasters. More than 21 million
people in Yemen, or two-thirds of the
country’s population, need assistance
and protection, according to the
United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs.

78 killed in crush at Ramazan
charity event in Yemen

F.P. Report

MIRPUR: The nine-day
hectic tug of power in the
power corridors of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir ulti-
mately reached to its logi-
cal end through a proper
constitutional democratic
process after Azad Jammu
Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, the Lower
House of the AJK
Parliament, elected the
Independent candidate Ch.
Anwar ul Haq as the 15th
Prime Minister of Azad
government of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir unop-
posed with a thumping
majority of 48 votes in the
53-seat House on Thursday.

The newly-elected Prime
Minister Ch. Anwar ul haq
will head the coalition set
up of the new government
of Azad Jammu Kashmir
comprising on Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf, Pakistan
Peoples Party and Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz),
(AJK Chapters) as the law
makers belonging to all the
three parties reached an
understanding to form the
coalition government elect-
ing Ch. Anwar ul Haq as
Leader of the House and
the Prime Minister of the
AJK government.

The office had fallen
vacant after the full court
bench of the Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) High
Court on Tuesday last
(April 11) had disqualified
Prime Minister Sardar
Tanveer Ilyas from being a
member of the legislative
assembly for contempt of
the court. The AJK HC
order of disqualification of
Sardar Tanveer Illayas from
the PM office was kept
intact by the Supreme Court
of Azad Jammu Kashmir.

Ch. Anwar ul Haq, origi-

nally belongs to Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf AJK
Chapter, elected MLA from
Bhimbher City (AJK) elec-
toral constituency in AJK
general elections-2021,
emerged as the only candi-
date who filed the nomina-
tion papers for the top slot
as leader of the house by
the deadline wee hours on
Thursday in line with the
elections schedule which
was announced late
Wednesday. No any other
candidate filed the nomina-
tion papers by the end of
the stipulated time against
the triumphant only candi-
date Ch. Anwar ul Haq for
the office.

All two major parties of
the formerly united opposi-
tion including all 12
belonging to PPP AJK and
07 belonging to PML-N
AJK in the AJK Legislative
Assembly polled their votes
in favor of the victorious
PM Ch. Anwar ul Haq dur-
ing the polling process held
later on in the assembly
session held in the mid
night of Wednesday and
Thursday in the State
metropolis with the Deputy
Speaker Ch. Riaz Gujjar in
the Chair. 29 out of a total
of PTI members of the AJK
Legislative Assembly cast
their votes in favor of Ch.
Anwar ul Haq electing him
Prime Minister.

The only MLAs belong-
ing to All Jammu Kashmir
Muslim Conference and
Jammu Kashmir Peoples
Party Sardar Attique
Ahmed Khan and Sardar
Hassan Ibrahim Khan
respectively did not polled
their votes. Likewise, the
MLAs Mrs. Shahida
Sagheer and Ali Shan Soni,
belonging to PTI AJK,
abstained from casting their
vote in favor of the only

candidate, Ch. Anwar ul
haq, who was later declared
elected unopposed as the
Prime Minister of Azad
government of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Earlier, according to the
elections schedule
announced by Azad Jammu
Kashmir Legislative
Assembly on the wee hours
on Thursday, the nomina-
tion papers were allowed to
be filed from 12.40 a.m to
12.55 a.m on Thursday.
Scrutiny of the nomination
papers were held from
12.55 AM to 1.10 AM on
Thursday. List of the
Names of the candidates
whom nomination papers
were accepted was dis-
played at 1.10 a.m on
Thursday. Last date for
withdrawal of the nomina-
tion papers from 1.10 AM
to 1.20 a.m on Thursday.

Final list of the candi-
dates displayed at 1.20 AM
Thursday. Election to the
office of the Prime Minister
held at 1.25 AM on
Thursday. Later while
addressing the assembly
session, PML-N lawmakers
in the house former Prime
Minister Raja Farooq
Haider Khan, PML (N)
AJK President and former
Speaker AJK Legislative
Assembly Shah Ghulam
Qadir, PPP AJK President
MLA Ch. Yaseen, former
Leader of the Opposition in
the House Ch. Latif Akber
of PPP, Ch. Rasheed,
Deewan Chughtai and
Hafiz Hamid Raza of PTI
and others, congratulated
Ch. Anwar ul Haq for hav-
ing been elected as the
Prime Minister of Azad
Jammu Kashmir securing
support of a thumping
majority of 53-seat State
Legislative Assembly by
bagging 48 votes.

Ch. Anwar elected
AJK PM unopposed

Pak places
first order for

discounted
Russian
crude oil

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has placed its
first order for discounted
Russian crude oil under a
new deal struck between
Islamabad and Moscow,
the country’s petroleum
minister said, with one
cargo to dock at Karachi
port in May.

The deal will see
Pakistan buy crude oil
only, not refined fuels, and
imports are expected to
reach 100,000 barrels per
day if the first transaction
goes through smoothly,
Minister Musadik Malik
told a foreign news agency
on Wednesday night. “Our
orders are in, we have
placed that already,” he
said.

“Yes it is true that we
will be getting only crude,
not refined oil,” Malik
said in response to con-
firm sources information
whether that’s correct. He
said Pakistan’s Refinery
Limited (PRL) will initial-
ly refine the Russian
crude, with other refiner-
ies to be included later
after a trial run.

Russia had conceptual-
ly agreed in January to
supply crude oil and oil
products to cash-strapped
Pakistan at cheaper rates
and signed several memo-
randa of understanding
with Pakistan’s energy
ministry. 

Russian Energy
Minister Nikolay
Shulginov led a delegation
to Islamabad in January to
hold talks on the deal,
after which he said oil
exports to Pakistan could
begin after March.
Following the signing of
the deals, Pakistan said it
wanted to import about 30
to 35 percent of its total
crude oil requirement
from Russia.

Lahore 
court grants
remand of
Gandapur

LAHORE (PPI): An anti-ter-
rorism court (ATC) in Lahore
granted three-day transit
remand of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Ali Amin
Gandapur to Sindh police on
Thursday.

ATC judge Abhar Gul
Khan heard the case that had
been registered against Ali
Amin Gandapur in Shikarpur
district over anti-state
speeches. The Sindh police
approached the Lahore court
for transit remand of
Gandapur. The court first
granted two-day transit
remand and then extended it
by one day due to Eid.

A case has been registered
against the PTI leader for
delivering a hate speech
against state institutions. It is
pertinent to mention here that
the Lahore police took cus-
tody of PTI leader soon after
a court in Bhakkar granted
bail to a firebrand politician
in a case related to opening
fire on a police checkpoint.

Gandapur, a former feder-
al minister, was arrested from
outside the Peshawar High
Court’s D.I. Khan bench ear-
lier this month. On April 8, a
case was registered against
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Ali Amin
Gandapur at Islamabad’s
Golra police station under
section 7 of the Anti-
Terrorism Act (ATA).

Death toll
from Torkham

incident
reaches five

F.P. Report

LANDI KOTAL: The dead
body of the fifth person was
recovered from the debris of
the landslide near Torkham
Border, taking the death toll
to five on Thursday.

According to the rescue
sources, the body was shift-
ed to hospital for medico
legal formalities. The
deceased was identified as
Syed Rehman, a national of
Afghanistan. Earlier, the
bodies of four people were
recovered from the debris of
the landslide and 12 had
been recovered in injured
condition.

Meanwhile, the teams of
Pakistan Army and Frontier
Corps were busy in carrying
out the rescue operation in
the area. The teams were
busy removing the debris of
the landslide. Most of the
route had been cleared due to
the continuous efforts of
Pakistan Army, Frontier
Corps and civil administra-
tion. Heavy machinery was
being used to remove the
debris of the landslide.

Ali Zaidi
sent to jail

KARACHI (INP): PTI Sindh
president Ali Haider Zaidi
has been sent to jail on judi-
cial remand in a ‘fraud’ case
on Thursday. Ali Haider
Zaidi was arrested, last week,
after a case was registered
against him at Ibrahim
Hyderi police station on
charges of ‘fraud’.

The Karachi PTI president
was brought to Malir court in
strict security as his physical
remand expired today. At the
outset of the hearing, police
pleaded with the court to
extend the physical remand
of Ali Zaidi, but it was turned
down. The Malir court while
ordering police to shift Ali
Zaidi to jail on judicial
remand directed the investi-
gation officer to submit a
challan of the case on the
next hearing.

The FIR was registered on
the complaint of a property
dealer, Fazal Elahi, against
the PTI leader. The FIR was
registered under Sections 34
(acts done by several persons
in furtherance of a common
intention), 506 (punishment
for criminal intimidation),
420 (cheating and dishonest-
ly inducing delivery of prop-
erty), 471 (using as genuine a
forged document) and 468
(forgery for purpose of cheat-
ing) of the Pakistan Penal
Code.

ECP files
petition for

review
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has filed a
petition for review of
Supreme Court’s (SC)
April 4 verdict, nullifying
the former’s orders of
postponing the Punjab
elections to October 08.

In a statement, the elec-
toral watchdog spokesper-
son said that the ECP’s
legal team has filed a peti-
tion in apex court for
review of Supreme Court’s
April 4 order on Punjab
elections. Earlier on April
4, the Supreme Court (SC)
declared the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s
(ECP) March 22 order on
Punjab elections null and
void.


