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Terrorist killed in Bannu

BANNU (INP): One terrorist was
killed and another held after exchange
of fire during an operation of security
forces here on Tuesday. According to
details, the security forces on intelli-
gence tip-off launched operation
against militants in Domail area of
Bannu. The terrorists taking shelter in
the area upon sight of security forces
started firing and tried to flee which led
to an encounter.

6 killed in Nukandi mishap

QUETTA (APP): At least six persons
were killed and 16 sustained injuries
when two passenger vehicles crashed on
the Reko Diq Road in Landi area of
Nukandi Tehsil of Balochistan. The two
vehicles were en route to the Iran border
in Chaghi district when they crashed and
caught fire. At least six of the passengers
were burnt to death and 16 others injured
who were rushed to nearby hospitals by
the rescuers.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairing a meeting of the National Security Committee.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) summoned
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan to appear in a person-
al capacity in a contempt
case on May 23. A four-
member ECP bench chaired
by its member Nisar
Durrani on Tuesday heard
the contempt case against
PTI leaders Fawad
Chaudhry, Asad Umar and
its chairman Imran Khan.

The former ruling party's
leaders are accused of using
foul language against the
ECP and its chief Sikander
Sultan Raja. ECP member
Justice (retd) Ikramullah
Chaudhry expressed dis-
pleasure over the persistent
non-appearance of the PTI
chairman’s counsel before

the bench
The assistant of Khan’s

counsel Faisal Chaudhry
told the ECP bench that he
appeared on the latter's
behalf as he was busy in
the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) due to hearings of
other cases against the PTI
chief. To which, ECP
member Ikramullah
remarked: “We will go to
the Islamabad High Court
and listen to them.” “You
are taking this case lightly.
The case has been pending
for so long. At the last
hearing, you appeared
without a lawyer,” he
added.

The ECP member said
earlier they issued a bail-
able warrant but no one
appeared before the elec-
toral body. “Shall we issue
a non-bailable warrant for

Imran Khan today,” mem-
ber Durrani asked.
However, he summoned the
PTI chief to appear before
the bench on May 23 in-
person and adjourned the
hearing of the case.

Meanwhile, Asad
Umar's lawyer Anwar
Mansoor told the ECP
bench that his client was in
custody and added the elec-
toral body’s lawyers had
also sought a stay order in
the Sindh High Court
(SHC) on the matter.
However, the ECP member
said that according to the
order of the Supreme Court
Umar’s counsel arguments
were required in the case.
“You have a last chance to
present your arguments on
May 23,” the ECP member
added charges against them
on April 18.

ECP contempt case: Imran
ordered to appear on 23rd

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on Tuesday approved
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) senior
leader Fawad Chaudhry’s two-day protec-
tive bail in all cases and barred the author-
ities from arresting him from within the
limits of the federal capital till May 17.

Earlier on Tuesday, the former informa-
tion minister shortly after being released
on bail rushed back to the court to evade
the possible arrest as the police made a
move to detain Fawad as he was leaving
the IHC. After securing bail from IHC,
Fawad had just sat in his car and had bare-
ly moved when he saw Anti-Terrorist
Squad personnel moving towards him.

As soon as he saw the cops moving
towards him the PTI leader ran out of his
car and into the premises of the IHC to
evade arrest. He is currently back in the
court room along with his lawyers.
Interestingly, the police made a move to
arrest the PTI leader despite him submit-
ting an undertaking in the IHC of not vio-
lating the section 144 and taking part in
protests. Subsequently, IHC Justice Mian
Gul Hasan Aurangzeb heard the PTI
leader’s petition seeking protective bail in
all cases.

The court had sought details of the case
from the advocate general, who informed
the court that two cases were registered
against the PTI leader. The IHC accepted
Fawad’s bail petition and ordered the
authorities concerned to send a copy of the
verdict to the Islamabad police chief via
“special messenger”.

Earlier on Tuesday, the IHC had
declared the arrest of PTI leaders Fawad,
Shireen Mazari and Senator Falak Naz
under Section 3 of the Maintenance of
Public Ordinance (MPO) "illegal". The
orders to release the PTI leaders were
issued by Justice Mian Gul Hassan
Aurangzeb’s court while hearing separate
pleas.

During Fawad Chaudhry's hearing,
Islamabad Advocate General Barrister
Jahangir Jadoon appeared before the sin-
gle-judge bench. “I want to place some
facts before the court,” he said, informing
the court that the copy of the court’s order
was not given to the IG office and law offi-

cers. He added that the biometric verifica-
tion of the PTI leader was also not done on
the petition.

At this, the judge rebuked the lawyer
saying that he wasn’t the judge and it was
the court’s authority to see whether the
biometrics had been done. Moving on, the
AG contended that Fawad Chaudhry had
not been arrested in any case. He would
have been required to be presented in court
if the arrest had been made under a case.
Barrister Jadoon further argued that Fawad
through his conduct had to prove whether
he is a peaceful citizen or not. He added
that the nation incurred losses of billions
due to the incidents of May 9.

At this, Justice Aurangzeb remarked
that the court had not barred the authorities
from taking action on those incidents.
However, Jadoon mentioned that the court
while stopping Imran Khan’s arrest had
mentioned the MPO separately. If they had
stopped arrest in cases only, the arrest
could have been made under MPO, he
added. At this, the court asked who had
advised that the arrest could be made
under MPO.

To the court’s query, the AG responded
that no one had advised them, however,
they were unaware of the court order
against arrest. The government lawyer
then presented a tweet by Fawad, posted
on May 10, saying that it was a video of
the PTI leader inciting workers to join the
protests.

The government lawyer stated that
Fawad in his tweet had said that it was
liable to the PTI workers to take part in
protests following Imran Khan's arrest.

On this point, Babar Awan argued that
the deputy commissioner must have
known about the high court’s order on the
arrest by now. He urged the court to extend
its order stopping authorities from arrest-
ing Fawad and his client be given time to
contact the relevant court. The court then
asked if the police had shown any docu-
ments to the PTI leader at the time of his
arrest. “When the order was read, the
police officer said he did not know
English," said Awan. He added that his
client was arrested based on material that
does not exist.

IHC bars authorities
from arresting Fawad

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National
Assembly on Tuesday passed a private mem-
ber’s bill aimed at condemning and awarding
punishment for the actions that accounted for
breach of the sovereignty and integrity of the
Parliament in any form or shade.

The bill was moved by Chairman
Standing Committee on Rules of Procedure
and Privileges Rana Muhammad Qasim
Noon which was passed by the House.
Minister for Federal Education and profes-
sional Training Rana Tanveer Hussain appre-
ciated the bill and said that this would help to
improve oversight role of the Parliament.
After the passage of the bill, the mover Rana
Muhammad Qasim Noon said that it was an
historical moment in the parliamentary histo-
ry of the country.

It would ensure the supremacy of
Parliament which was mother of all the insti-
tutions, he said adding that such legislation
was made in four provinces but it did not
exist at the federal level. He said this legisla-
tion would ensure proper functioning of the
standing committees and parliamentary over-
sight role would be effective after it. Rana
Qasim Noon said that it would be contempt
to breach the privilege of the parliament and
those involved in such acts could be pun-
ished. He thanked Speaker National
Assembly, Secretariat, Minister for
Commerce Naveed Qamar, Minister for Law
and Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar and members
of Standing Committee on Rules of
Procedure and Privileges for their coopera-
tion and guidance over the legislative propos-
al. According to this bill, a House through a
motion may charge any person for contempt
of a House and; the Speaker or the Chairman
Senate, may refer the matter to the Contempt
Committee. When a Committee is of the
view that any person shall be charged for its
contempt, the Chairman of that Committee
may move such motion in the House.

The Speaker shall within thirty days of the
commencement of this Act, constitute a
Contempt Committee for the purposes men-
tioned in this Act. The Contempt Committee
shall consist of twenty-four members having
equal representation from each house. The
Contempt committee shall have fourteen
members from the Treasury Benches, duly

nominated by the Leader of the House
including seven Members from each House
and ten from the opposition Benches, five
from each House duly nominated by the
Leader of the Opposition of each House.

Secretary, National Assembly Secretariat
shall act as the Secretary of the Contempt
Committee. Decisions of the contempt
Committee shall be the decision of majority
of members present and voting shall be in the
form of recommendations. The bill states that
right of fair trial as enshrined in the
Constitution shall be provided to each but no
one shall be allowed to appear before the
Committee through legal practitioner or an
Advocate. The Contempt Committee in its
first meeting shall elect a Chairman from
amongst its members. It states that contempt
committee shall have power to declare any of
the proceedings before it as in camera. The
Contempt Committee shall have powers as
vested in civil court under the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908 (V of 1908), for enforcing
the attendance of any person and compelling
the production of documents.

The Chairman may direct the issuance of
summon of any person, to appear before the
Committee, to give evidence or to produce
documents in his possession or under his con-
trol. Such summons shall be duly signed by
the Secretary Committee. Any person so
summoned , not being the official, shall be
entitled to receive such travelling and daily
allowances as may be admissible to a witness
summoned by a Civil Court in connection
with proceedings under the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908 (V of 1908).

Summons issued under this section shall
be served through registered post/urgent mail
service, addressed to the person to whom it is
directed, at his last known place of residence
or business: If a person to whom summon is
issued, does not appear or willfully avoids to
appear before the Committee, or avoids serv-
ice, the Chairman may, upon being satisfied
that the summon was duly served under this
section, may issue a warrant for his appear-
ance through local police, at such time and
place stated in the warrant for his appearance,
provided that no such warrant shall be issued
without prior approval of the Speaker or the
Chairman Senate, as the case may be.

Contempt of Parliament

Lower House passes bill 
recommending punishment

ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for
Information and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb on Tuesday said
thousands of people facing trials for
years wished to hear reassuring words
like "good to see you" in courtrooms.

"Judicial bias" was evident particu-
larly in high-profile cases as the above
words could be heard in the court-
rooms only for Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf Chairman (PTI) Imran Khan, on
whose order arson, vandalism and
attacks on military installments, and
public and private properties were
planned and carried out on May 9, she
said while addressing a news confer-
ence. Ironically, she said, no leader of
the PTI, including Imran Khan, con-
demned the tragic events and even the
instructions of the Chief Justice of
Pakistan were also ignored in that
regard. The entire political career of
Imran Khan, she said, "is based on cre-

ating chaos and anarchy, mischief,
conspiracies and enmity towards the
country," the minister remarked.

Marriyum said despite the fact that
the entire nation fully knew about the
track record of Imran Khan, he still
had the audacity to blame the intelli-
gence agencies for what "his party
goons" had done on his own instruc-
tions. She said every Pakistani citizen
was upset over the violence and arson
by the PTI protesters. The minister
recalled that during Imran Khan-led
2014 sit-in, the PTI activists dug
graves at the D-Chowk, hung dirty
clothes on the boundary walls of the
Supreme Court, and attacked the
building of Pakistan Television, and all
the more it was appreciated by the PTI
chairman and other top party leader-
ship.

"If Imran Khan had been taken to
task in the PTV's attack case, such

incidents would not have happened
today," she added. As regards the May
9 attacks, the minister asked whether
the PTI leaders including Murad
Saeed and Yasmin Rashid, who were
issuing instructions to the workers to
further disrupt law and order, were
agents of the secret agencies.
Similarly, she said, Imran Khan during
his presence in the Islamabad High
Court stated that if he was arrested
again, there would be more strong
reaction than May 9.

The minister pointed out that while
Imran Khan was the prime minister, he
used to do the same thing. If anyone
questioned him, either their ribs were
broken or they were thrown into the
death cells of prisons, she added.
Lambasting the PTI, she said what the
enemy could not do in 75 years, its
workers had done on May 9, who even
attacked the General Headquarters.

She recalled that after the Lasbela hel-
icopter crash, in which the Pakistan
Army officers were martyred, a cam-
paign was launched against them from
the PTI's social media official
accounts. 

Similarly, she said, the PTI gang-
sters attacked the memorials of armed
forces martyrs, which hurt the senti-
ments of their loved ones. Referring to
the Pakistan Democratic Movement's
sit-in on Monday, she said the patriot-
ic parties of Pakistan gave a peaceful
political response and the nation had
witnessed that on the Shahrah-e-
Dastur. It was a public reaction yester-
day, but not even a flower pot was bro-
ken, she added.

Reacting to Imran Khan's claims of
having proof of agencies' involvement
in the May 9 incidents, she said had he
any evidence, then why he had not
presented them in court so far. She

said Imran Khan during his govern-
ment resorted to political victimization
of the opposition and put his political
opponents in jails in fake cases. The
minister said important buildings,
including the Governor House, were
in the vicinity of the Jinnah House, but
only the latter burnt by the rioters
which was highly questionable.

No relief could be given to those
who burnt the country, she said,
adding,"Imran Khan is a liar and a
fraud, who cannot befool over 220
million population of Pakistan." The
minister also played the leaked audios
of PTI leaders Murad Saeed, Sheikh
Imtiaz, Ali Chaudhry, Chaudhry Ejaz,
Sagheer Waraich, Khawaja Tariq
Rahim, Ejaz Minhas, Yasmin Rashid
and Ibad Farooq. She said the above
PTI leaders kept issuing instructions to
the party workers to attack the Corps
Commander's House, Army House

and other important installations.
She appealed to the youth follow-

ers of the PTI and their families to
realise "what Imran Khan is doing is
not politics but terrorism and anti-
state activities". About reduction in
petroleum products prices, Marriyum
said in the current difficult economic
situation, Minister of Finance Ishaq
Dar had given relief to the people.
Replying to the questions of media
persons, she said Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif had already made it
clear that those involved in the May 9
arson and violence would be tried
under the relevant laws. Those who
had stopped the Results Transmission
System functioning on the polling
day of 2018 general election, were
also responsible for the loss the
nation suffered in the form of Imran
Khan becoming the prime minister,
she added.

Thousands wish to hear ‘good to see you’ in courtrooms: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National
Security Committee on Tuesday,
vowing "zero tolerance" against vio-
lence and miscreancy in the country,
emphasised the resolution of political
differences through dialogue as per
democratic values, without any con-
frontation.

The NSC meeting, chaired by
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, also
resolved to bring all the elements
involved in May 9 riots and arsons to
justice as desecration of security
installations, public properties and
national dignity would not be tolerat-
ed.

The forum called for national unity
and harmony amidst the complex
geo-strategic situation caused by the
global political confrontation as well
as the enemies' policy of instability.
Attended by federal ministers,
Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee, three services chiefs,
heads of the security institutions and
senior officers, the NSC meeting
decided to observe May 9 as the
"Black Day".

The participants expressed full sol-
idarity and support to the armed
forces of Pakistan and strongly con-
demned the attacks on security instal-
lations to serve personal or political
interests. The meeting endorsed the
decision of booking and trying the
miscreants, planners, instigators and
facilitators as per the Constitution and
relevant laws, including the Pakistan
Army Act and the Official Secret Act.

The forum made it categorically
clear that no leniency to be shown
towards those involved in the attacks
on security installations and places

under any agenda. The participants
also paid tribute to the martyrs and
their family members. The meeting
instructed full implementation of the

social media rules and regulations to
counter the propaganda patronised by
foreign elements through local facili-
tation and penalise the perpetrators.

NSC urges
resolving political
rifts through talks

FP asks US
about holding

Jirga on women
education in
Afghanistan

Jalil Afridi

WASHINGTON DC: The

Frontier Post (FP) asked the
US State Department Deputy
spokesperson, Vedant Patel
about holding a Jirga on
women education just like
the US did after 911, with
regard to forming a govern-
ment in Afghanistan, which
later led to appointment of
Hamid Karzai as president. 

The Frontier Post remind-
ed the spokesperson that the
present administration in the
US has forgotten about the
basic right of women in
Afghanistan to get education
and that traditional form of
negotiation in Afghan culture
“Jirga” has not been tried by
the Biden administration. 

Mr Patel replied by saying
that the US support for the
people of Afghanistan is un-
wavering and US is still the
single largest humanitarian
aid provider in Afghanistan.
Mr Patel said that “we do not
see how Afghanistan can
move forward if half of their
population is left behind.” 

The Frontier Post asked
again why not use their
(Afghans) own transition to
convince the Taliban leader-
ship about the importance of
women education and why
not things like online educa-
tion was introduced for the
women of Afghanistan. Mr
Patel replied by saying that
there is no programme to
announce about online edu-
cation for women in
Afghanistan and that the US
is working with several
reputed NGO’s and organiza-
tion to make sure that the US
provided funds reaches to the
people of Afghanistan.

PM orders to
pace up flour
supply to KP

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday directed to pace up
the supply of wheat flour
from Punjab to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to end the cri-
sis of commodity in the latter
province.

In this regard, he said,
negligence of any kind
would not be tolerated, the
PM Office said in a state-
ment. Sharif asked the inter-
im governments of the two
provinces to improve their
coordination in order to
ensure a fast supply of flour.

The prime minister earlier
had ordered to ensure an
uninterrupted supply of flour
in KP to end the flour crisis in
the province. The statement
mentioned that the prime
minister himself was super-
vising the process of flour
supply to KP.

Shehbaz directs imple-
mentation of Balochistan
Commission’s recommen-
dations: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday directed the fed-
eral and provincial depart-
ments to ensure steps for the
implementation of recom-
mendations contained in the
Commission's report, which
was formed over the griev-
ances of students of the
Balochistan province. 

A delegation of the
Commission to enquire and
investigate the grievances of
the students of Balochistan
called on the prime minister
to brief him over their report
and recommendations. The
prime minister assured that
all steps would be taken to
address the Baloch students'
issues as they had been the
national assets and the coun-
try's progress and develop-
ment was linked with their
prosperity. 

He also appreciated the
efforts of the Commission
to furnish a comprehensive
report with honesty and
diligence, the PM Office
Media Wing said in a press
release. The meeting was
attended by Convenor of
the Commission Sardar
Akhtar Mengal (MNA) and
members Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed,
Senator Kamran Murtaza,
Afrasiab Khattak, Nasir
Mehmood Khosa and
Additional Secretary
Senate Major (R) Syed
Hasnain Haider. Minister
for Defence Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, Minister
for Interior Rana Sana-
ullah, Minister for Law and
Justice Azam Nazeer
Tarrar, PM's Adviser Ahad
Cheema and other senior
officials were also present
during the meeting. The
prime minister further said
the political leadership of
the country was giving a
message of peace, friend-
ship and prosperity to the
people of the province.

PM vows to bring all culprits
of May 9 riots to justice

ISLAMABAD (APP): Terming the May 9 "the blackest day in the country's
history", Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday said all the miscreants
involved in the arson and rioting would be brought to justice and given
exemplary punishment. Chairing the meeting of the National Security
Committee (NSC), the prime minister directed to give strict punishment to
the culprits to prevent recurrence of such violent incidents in future.

Millions of Pakistanis, he said, were upset on what happened on May 9
and they were demanding to hold all planners and instigators of the attack on
security installations and historic buildings like the Jinnah House in Lahore,
accountable. The NSC meeting expressed solidarity with the Pakistan armed
forces, strongly condemned the violent incidents and vowed to bring all cul-
prits to justice without victimizing the innocent people.

The prime minister said in the last meeting, he had directed the authorities
concerned to register first information reports against the culprits involved in
the incidents and arrest them within 72 hours. He said the people of Pakistan
were upset and furious over what happened in the country on the said date as
the incidents also brought disgrace to the nation.

PM Shehbaz said the Jinnah House that was burnt and destroyed by the
miscreants was the abode of the valour troops who were busy in safeguard-
ing the nation from its enemy. "When I visited the house after the incidents,
the scenes were beyond imagination as it was totally burnt and destroyed,"
he added. Shehbaz Sharif said the miscreants had inflicted damage to the
country which its arch enemy could not do even during the last 75 years.
Such heart breaking events had never been witnessed in the country's histo-
ry, he added. He said the 220 million people of Pakistan and the government
were united to condemn such incidents in the strongest terms and stood
behind the armed forces. He vowed that the criminals, who burnt and tar-
nished government properties, damaged the relics of the Pakistan armed
forces and marched on the office of ISI in Faisalabad would not be spared. "I
have asked the relevant authorities that even if the prime minister asks them
to spare them, they must not obey him and act according to the law," he
added.
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KARACHI: Traders of Timber market hold protest outside Governor house.

KARACHI (NNI): Administrator
Karachi Dr. Syed Saifur Rahman
has said that the Land Department
should issue notices of land leases
in every area of Karachi and the
recovery targets of the current
financial year should be achieved.

Efforts should be made to
increase lease rates in slums.
Project Director Orangi should
focus on achieving the recovery tar-
get with follow-up of land related
cases. Tenders should be invited
from private entities to enable gym
and bowling alley facilities at KMC
Sports Complex.

He gave these instructions while
presiding over a meeting with the
officers of Land Department, katchi
abadies Department, PD Orangi and
KMC Sports Complex in his office
on Tuesday. Municipal
Commissioner Syed Shujaat
Hussain, Senior Director Katchi
abadies Mazhar Khan, Project

Director Orangi Rizwan Khan,
Director Land Sabahul Islam,
Director Sports Complex Kaiful
Wara, Aftab Qaim Khani and other
officers were also present on the
occasion.

Administrator Karachi Dr. Syed
Saifur Rahman said that the purpose
of recovery should not only be rev-
enue acquisition but also the provi-
sion of facilities. During the current
fiscal year, the departments which
have not yet achieved their recovery
targets should speed up the recov-
ery process in the remaining part of
the fiscal year.

Expediting and compiling a com-
plete region-wise list of how many
notices have been prepared for recov-
ery of dues and how many notices
have been issued so far. He said that
attention is being given to providing
facilities to the slum dwellers under
KMC management, but the lease
rates should be fixed according to the

current market value.
While giving instructions to the

officials of the KMC Sports
Complex Administrator Karachi
said that shade should be installed
on the basketball court and swim-
ming pool constructed in the KMC
Sports Complex and steps should be
taken to rebuild the dilapidated part
of the boundary wall of the sports
complex. For the construction
works, the work should be done in
collaboration with the Technical
Services Department of KMC. The
squash court should also be com-
pleted soon and the Pakistan China
Friendship Park, which is a part of
the KMC Sports Complex, should
also be used for sports for the citi-
zens. He directed that attention
should also be paid to Landhi
Sports Complex and Baldia Sports
Complex so that better sports facil-
ities can be provided to the people
of these areas.

LAHORE (PPI): Lahore’s population
has crossed 13 million with an
increase at the rate of three percent
per annum.

According to the data shared by
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS) on Tuesday, the population of
Lahore has increased by 20 lakh 8
thousand 387 people during the last
five years.

The latest figures come out by the
7th Digital Population and Housing
Census-2023, that the total popula-
tion in Lahore reached 13,128,372
individuals.

In 2017, the population of Lahore
was counted as 11,119,985
persons.The process of the census in
Lahore has been completed 100%.

The highest increase of 34.91%

has been calculated in the Raiwind
population after the completion of the
census. It was 848,541 individuals in
2017 which increased to 1,144,776.

Raiwind's population recorded an
annual increase of 5.82%. The popu-
lation of Model Town also recorded
an increase of 20.74%. Its population
has increased from 2,703,569 to
3,264,172 individuals

Administrator asks Land Deptt
to issue notices of land leases

LAHORE (APP): Chairman
Central Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee Pakistan /
Khateeb and Imam of
Badshahi Mosque Lahore /
Chairman Majlis Ulema
Pakistan / Chairman
Interfaith Council for Peace
and Harmony Ambassador
of Peace Maulana Syed
Muhammad Abdul Khabir
Azad has said that there is
dire need of unity, brother-
hood and stability for the
establishment of peace in the
country.

Speaking at the Pakistan
National Solidarity Peace
Conference under the 'Majlis-
e-Ulema Pakistan here on
Tuesday he said the ulema
and nation stand in solidarity
with the Pakistan Army and
pay tribute to their sacrifices.
"Pakistan is our country and
we will never allow any kind
of chaos and disorder at the
behest of our cunning
enemy," he resolved.
Condemning burning of
Lahore Corps Commander
(Jinnah) House, military

memorials, life and property,
he said this forum condemns
all forms of violence and
efforts to disrupt peace and
harmony in the country.

Maulana Khabeer also
condemned the dastardly ter-
rorists attack in the Muslim
Bagh, and hailed martyred
soldiers who laid their lives
for the security of the coun-
try. The Chairman Majlis-e-
Ulema Pakistan said the
nation will thwart evil plans
of the enemy with the help
Pakistan Army, adding that

the agenda of anti-national
forces will not be allowed
to succeed in Pakistan. A
large number of ulema
from different schools of
thought including Allama
Dr. Muhammad Hussain
Akbar, Sheikh ul Hadees
Mufti Mubashar Ahmed,
Maulana Abdul Wahab
Ropri, Mufti Muhammad
Ramzan Sialvi, Sardar
Muhammad Khan Leghari,
Archbishop Sebastian
Shaw, Mufti Muhammad
Ramzan Sialvi.

Ulema stress unity, brotherhood
for peace in country

Lahore’s population crosses 13m
with three percent per annum rise

LAHORE (APP): Director
General of the Punjab Land
Records Authority (PLRA)
Saira Omer has announced
the completion of training
for officers and officials,
including deed-writers,
regarding the e-registration
of property records in all
districts of Lahore,
Rawalpindi, Gujranwala,
Gujrat, Sahiwal, Multan,
Sargodha, and Bahawalpur.

In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, she men-
tioned that the training
process will be concluded
next week in the districts of
DG Khan and Faisalabad
divisions. This e-registra-
tion initiative aims to pre-
serve and facilitate the easy
transfer of public properties
while ensuring the security
of revenue records.

It has been implemented
in 90% of the districts, sig-
nificantly enhancing the
transparency and efficiency
of property transfer.
Manual registration is no
longer possible in the dis-
tricts where training has
been completed, as adher-
ence to the prescribed pro-
cedures is mandatory, she
said. The DG PLRA pro-
vided insights into the auto-
mated process of e-registra-
tion, where citizens can
enter registration details on
a computer either personal-
ly or through a deed writer
and submit them online to
the sub-registrar.

Once the statements and
thumb impressions of both
parties are verified at the
registrar's office, the regis-
tration process is consid-

ered complete. Moreover,
citizens can conveniently
access a copy of the regis-
tered document online from
their homes through the e-
registration system.

The introduction of e-
registration will effective-
ly safeguard revenue
records against unautho-
rized alterations and serve
as a valuable tool in com-
bating corruption. It will
greatly facilitate the pub-
lic and enable efficient
monitoring by officials.
To ensure proper supervi-
sion, a monitoring cell
has been established with-
in the Punjab Land
Records Authority, ensur-
ing the effective imple-
mentation of the e-regis-
tration system, concluded
Saira Omer.

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Lahore Waste Management
Company Community Mobilization
Wing is active in the city to highlight the
importance of cleanliness and a clean
environment. In this regard LWMC is
conducting Clean Campus Awareness
drive in Government and Private educa-
tional institutes whereas multiple aware-
ness campaign are being driven at parks,
historical places, commercial markets,
bus stops, Railway station and other
prominent points of the city.

CEO LWMC Babar Sahib Din direct-
ed to execute awareness campaign on
mass level to highlight the importance of
cleanliness and citizen's role in main-
taining cleanliness in the city. CEO
LWMC Babar Sahib Din stated that
LWMC's Clean Campus Ambassador
Program has been launched to promote
the cleanliness mission.

This year, the target is to make 50,000
students clean campus ambassadors to

raise awareness among masses. He
added that organizing such awareness
session is a very key component of the
organization and reason behind to raise
awareness is to reach maximum people
and especially the upcoming new gener-
ation which can play a vital role in main-
taining cleanliness in the city.

He also said that the Campus
Ambassador campaign is getting a huge
recognition from international institu-
tions. Clean Campus Campaign is
Pakistan's largest cleanliness drive in
educational institutions.

LWMC workers and official are
working day and night to keep the city
clean but without the cooperation of cit-
izens the mission clean Lahore cannot be
achieved. Citizens are requested to
adapt the environment friendly proce-
dures to dispose of their waste and avoid
littering.

In case of any waste related complaint
citizen can always dial LWMC helpline
or can use social media.

‘E-registration training
completed in all districts’

‘Clean campus 
ambassador’ program
continues efficaciously

‘Peace, conducive
atmosphere inevitable
for holding free, fair
elections in country’

ISLAMABAD (PPI):
PML-N leader Talal
Chaudhry has said peace
and conducive atmosphere
is inevitable for holding
free and fair elections in the
country. Addressing a news
conference here in
Islamabad on Tuesday, he
said holding free, fair and
impartial elections in the
prevailing situation is not
possible when the PTI and
its Chairman Imran Khan is
being encouraged and
given relief.

The PML-N leader said
the rioters belonging to PTI
and Imran Khan are behind
the recent incidents of arson
and ransacking of public
and private properties. He
said if GHQ is not safe from
the armed gangs of PTI,
how the office of Election
Commission of Pakistan
and ballot boxes could be
prevented from their hooli-
ganism. He demanded
exemplary punishment for
the rioters of PTI in accor-
dance with the law.

Hot, dry weather
forecast

KARACHI (APP): Pakistan
Meteorological Department
on Tuesday predicted hot
and dry weather in most
parts of the Sindh province
during the next 24 hours.

However, rain with thun-
derstorm and gusty winds are
predicted in Sukkur, Larkana,
Dadu and their surrounding
areas. The minimum and
maximum temperatures
recorded in Karachi 35-37
degrees Centigrade,
Hyderabad 40-42 degrees
Centigrade, Sukkur 44-46
degrees Centigrade, Thatta
36-38 degrees Centigrade,
Mohenjodaro 45-47 degrees
Centigrade, Dadu 44-46
degrees Centigrade, Mitthi
40-42 degrees Centigrade,
and in Nawabshah 44-46
degrees Centigrade.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Pre-
sident, Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari Tuesday urged
the government to formu-
late a more attractive and
conducive mobile phone
policy to encourage the
local production of smart
phones, as Pakistan could
earn billions of dollars by
increasing their exports.

He said that the mobile
phone manufacturing ind-
ustry was currently the fifth
largest industry in the
world with an annual sales
revenue of over $500 bil-
lion, but Pakistan’s share in
it was negligible, so there
was a great need for the
government to promote
local production of smart
phones by providing better
incentives to the investors.

While expressing his
views after inaugurating an
outlet of mobile phones, he
said that China’s annual
exports of mobile phones
were more than $150 bil-

lion and if the local produc-
tion of smart phones in
Pakistan was better encour-
aged, the country could
earn billions of dollars from
their exports, said a press
release.

He said that currently
about 30 companies were
engaged in local assem-
bling and manufacturing
mobile phones in Pakistan
and in 2022, more than 20
million mobile phones were
assembled and manufac-
tured in Pakistan, including
many international brands
like Samsung and Nokia.

However, Pakistan is a
big market for mobile
phones because the number
of mobile phone sub-
scribers in our country is
over 190 million.

Therefore, the govern-
ment should pay special
attention to increase the
local production of smart
phones to precious forex
reserves and make signifi-
cant increase in exports.

Mian Akram Farid, for-

mer President ICCI, said
that Pakistan was mostly
dependent on textiles and
few other products for
exports, due to which our
annual exports were still
limited to 25 to 30 billion
US dollars.

He said that the time had
come for the government to
encourage the production
of value-added products,
including the mobile
phones, so that instead of
running the country on
debt, Pakistan could
emerge as a strong econo-
my by rapidly increasing
exports.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan,
former President ICCI
demanded that the govern-
ment to revise taxes on the
telecom sector to attract
more investment in this
sector.

He said that the imposi-
tion of high taxes on tele-
com services including the
mobile calls was a major
hurdle in the better devel-
opment of this industry.

LONDON (AFP/APP):
European stock markets
edged higher on Tuesday
after a mixed showing in
Asia, as traders grew
increasingly concerned by
the lack of a US debt deal
necessary to avert a default.

Sentiment was weighed
also by data showing
China’s economic recovery
remained sticky, with key
indicators missing expecta-
tions owing to weak
domestic demand.

Oil prices nudged up,
while the dollar dropped
against main rivals.

“Concerns are rising that
not enough progress is
being made to avoid a US
default, which would send
shockwaves through finan-
cial markets,” noted
Susannah Streeter, head of
money and markets at
Hargreaves Lansdown.

Elsewhere, “China’s
pandemic snapback is los-
ing elasticity, adding to
worries about growth
unravelling across the glob-
al economy”. Separate data
Tuesday showed UK unem-
ployment edging higher as
inflation remains elevated.

In the US, Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen has
again said the government
would likely run out of cash
on June 1, meaning it
would not be able to meet
its debt repayment obliga-
tions, sparking a potentially
devastating default.

While there is a general
feeling that a debt agree-
ment will be reached,
Republican House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy has
warned that staff-level
meetings were “not produc-
tive at all” and they were
“nowhere near reaching a

conclusion”. Republicans
are demanding spending
cuts as a condition for pass-
ing the bill while Democr-
ats want a “clean” increase
of the borrowing limit with
no strings attached.

US President Joe Biden,
who has expressed confi-
dence the two sides can
bridge the gap, is scheduled
to meet with McCarthy and
other congressional leaders
at the White House later
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, two top
Federal Reserve officials
suggested they were in
favour of pausing the US
central bank’s interest rate-
hiking drive next month.

Chicago Fed boss
Austan Goolsbee said he
wanted to wait for the
effects of more than a year
of increases aimed at bring-
ing inflation down from

multi-decade highs.
“There is still a lot of the

impact of the 500 basis
points we did in the last
year that’s still to come,” he
told CNBC.

“And you add on that
there are tight credit condi-
tions, and I think that we
should be extra mindful.”

Atlanta Fed president
Raphael Bostic added that
he favoured staying put at
the June meeting, though
he threw cold water on any
hope for a cut before the
end of the year.

But Minneapolis Fed
President Neel Kashkari
said monetary policymak-
ers still had plenty of work
to do to rein in prices, citing
the still strong labour mar-
ket and the fact that infla-
tion, at five percent,
remained well above the
bank’s two percent target.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
sale of cars during the first
ten months of the current
fiscal year 2022-23, has
dropped by 53.65 per cent
as compared to the same
months of last year, the data
released by the Pakistan
Automobile Manufacturing
Association (PAMA).

According to the data, as
many as 88,620 cars were
sold during July-April
2022-23 as opposed to
191,238 units during July-
April 2021-22.

The breakup figures
showed that 12,540 units of
Honda Civic and City were

sold during the correspon-
ding period of the year
2022-23 as compared to the
sale of 29,095 units last
year, thus showing a dip of
56.89 per cent.

Toyota Corolla and Yaris
cars sales also decreased by
64.44 per cent as it went
down to 17,001 units the
current year from 47,812
units in the same period of
the previous year.

However, Suzuki Swift’s
sales went up by 215.12 per
cent as sales increased to
8,729 units from 2,770
units last year. Sale of
Suzuki Cultus decreased to

6,410 units during the cur-
rent year, whereas during
the same period last year,
the sale was recorded at
19,431 units while the sale
of Suzuki WagonR also
decreased to 5,121 units
from 18,739 units in the
same period of last year.

Suzuki Alto’s sales also
witnessed a sharp decline
of 45.81 per cent from
58,250 units to 31,564 units
during the months under
review, whereas the sale of
Suzuki Bolan decreased to
4,028 units as opposed to
the sale of 10,422 units in
the same period of last year.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
United Business Group
(UBG) of the Federation of
Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on
Tuesday hailing the deci-
sion of the government to
reduce fuel prices said that
it will help curtail inflation,
cut down the cost of pro-
duction and provide impe-
tus to industry.

In a press statement,
Chairman UBG Shahzad
Ali Malik said that it’s a
good decision of the gov-
ernment to pass on the
impact of petroleum prices
to the people and the con-
tinuation of the ban on lux-
ury goods.

The reduced petroleum
prices will lower trans-
portation costs for busi-
nesses, particularly those
heavily rely on fuel, such as
logistics and shipping com-
panies, he said adding that
it will improve profit mar-
gins and potentially reduce
the prices of goods and
services, benefiting people.

He said petroleum prices
have a significant influence
on inflation. When petrole-
um prices decrease, it helps
alleviate inflationary pres-
sures, as fuel costs are
often a major component
of production and trans-
portation costs.

He said this will lead to

lower overall inflation rates
and contribute to stable
prices, he added. He said
reducing petroleum prices
will also have a positive
impact on the economy.

Reducing petroleum
prices can have several
impacts on the economy.

He urged the govern-
ment to slash super tax and
lower the slab of other
taxes levied on Industries
and the business communi-
ty to speed up the slow-
down economic growth and
accelerate the commercial
activities in the country
which he added will help
steer the country out of eco-
nomic turmoil.

SIALKOT (APP): The
Women Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Sialkot
(WCCIS) on Tuesday
organized an awareness
session on ‘Access to
Finance for Women
Businesses’ in collabora-
tion with the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) and Meezan
Bank Ltd at the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI).

Speakers from the SBP
and Meezan Bank briefed
various loan schemes for
women entrepreneurs, their
criteria, eligibilities, docu-
mentation and procedures.

Senior Deputy Chief
Manager SBP BSC Sialkot
Nasir Ahmed, Regional
Credit Manager Meezan
Bank Rahmeel Umar, Area
Manager Meezan Bank Ltd
Hassan Abu Bakar,
Assistant Director SBP
Sufian Taseer, WCCIS
Executive Committee

Member Nadia Qaiser,
Chairperson Legal Aid
Committee & Legal
Advisor WCCIS Lubna
Tabassum, Secretary
General WCCIS Omaima
Babar and other members
attended the session.

Females from education-
al institutions and organiza-
tions also attended.

Addressing the session,
WCCIS President Dr
Mariam Nouman said that
the event had been organ-
ised through a collaborative
effort between the WCCIS,
the State Bank of Pakistan
and Meezan Bank. She
expressed sincere gratitude
to the SBP and Meezan
Bank for their support in
organizing the session.

The WCCIS president
said:” We have gathered
here with a vision of creat-
ing a level playing field for
women entrepreneurs in
accessing financial

resources. We recognize the
immense potential and tal-
ent that women possess and
it is our responsibility to
ensure they receive neces-
sary support to realize their
aspirations”.

“It is our collective duty
to address challenges and
pave the way for a more
exclusive and equitable
financial ecosystem,” she
added.

“Through the session,
we seek to shed light on the
existing barriers faced by
the women entrepreneurs in
accessing finance. We will
also explore various initia-
tives taken by the State
Bank and Meezan Bank
and to promote women’s
financial inclusion,” the
president said.

She urged the partici-
pants to actively partici-
pate, contribute valuable
insights and share success
stories and challenges.

TOKYO (AFP/APP):
Tokyo shares closed higher
on Tuesday, following Wall
Street’s lead on growing
hopes that the United States
will avoid a default.

The Nikkei 225 index
rose 0.73 percent, or 216.65
points, to end at 29,842.99,
while the broader Topix
index added 0.58 percent,
or 12.33 points, to
2,127.18.

“In the US, the three
major indexes all rebound-
ed as caution over the debt
ceiling issue eased and buy-
ing was particularly strong

in chip-related companies,
which led to large gains by
Japanese semiconductors,”
Iwai Cosmo Securities said
in a note.

The dollar stood at
136.00 yen, staying firm
and little changed from
136.10 yen in New York.

US President Joe Biden
has voiced optimism on
reaching an agreement,
though Republican House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy
said he thinks they remain
“far apart”. US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen reit-
erated that the government

could run out of cash as
soon as June 1.

McCarthy said this
weekend would be key,
though Biden is slated to
travel to Japan for the G7
summit before visiting
Papua New Guinea and
Australia.

“It has been reported that
Biden will want significant
progress made in the debt
limit talks before he leaves
to avoid criticism of him
travelling ahead of a poten-
tial debt limit breach,” said
Tapas Strickland of Nati-
onal Australia Bank.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Fauji Fertilizer
Company Limited nominee
was invited as guest speak-
er in the joint session
organized by Securities and
Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) and the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Pakistan
(ICAP) on Capacity build-

ing and Sustainability dis-
closures & reporting at
Lahore. The session was
attended by diverse stake-
holders comprising of rep-
resentation from regulators,
companies, multilateral ins-
titutions, professional bod-
ies, capital market institu-
tions and business forums.

Syed Imran Rizvi, being
member of PSX-ESG Task

force & Steering Comm-
ittee, represented FFC. He
apprised the house about
FFC’s ESG journey while
appreciating the efforts of
SECP, PSX & PICG in
leading the ESG drive and
creating awareness among
various segments of corpo-
rate sector The Chairman
SECP presented him with
the SECP memento.
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Connectivity
fuels economic
growth: LCCI

LAHORE (APP): In a sig-
nificant development for
businesses, online services
and trade, connectivity
through land and air routes
has emerged as a vital cata-
lyst for economic growth.

LCCI President Kashif
Anwar expressed these
views in a meeting with a
delegation of British and
US businessmen led by
Prince Naeem Malik here
at LCCI on Tuesday.

Chaudhry Ijaz and for-
mer LCCI Executive
Committee Member Haji
Muhammad Asif Sehar also
spoke on the occasion.

Kashif Anwar said that
seamless and efficient flow
of goods, services, and
information across regions
had revolutionized the way
businesses operate and ope-
ned up new avenues for ex-
pansion and collaboration.

With enhanced connec-
tivity, companies can now
establish their presence in
previously untapped mar-
kets, enabling them to
access a larger customer
base and foster economic
development.

Head of the delegation
Prince Naeem Malik
briefed the president LCCI
regarding their purpose of
visit to the LCCI and said
that a lot of investors from
the UK and US were keen
to invest in Pakistan but la-
ck of facilitation was com-
ing in the way. He said that
the government of Pakistan
should facilitate the foreign
investors. Highlighting the
potential areas where invest-
ors could focus, Naeem said
that there was a lot of scope
of power generation through
waste in Lahore.

Decision on oil
import from

Russia hailed
LAHORE (APP): Coordin-
ator to Federal Tax Ombu-
dsman and Chairman
Kyrgyzstan Trade House
Meher Kashif Younis
Tuesday hailed the govern-
ment’s decision to import
crude oil from Russia in
currencies of friendly coun-
tries as mutually agreed by
the two countries.

Talking to a delegation
of industrialists led by
Faran Shahid here, he said
that it was a good omen
that Pakistan would pay in
the currencies of friendly
countries which, he added,
would definitely ease dol-
lars pressure on either sides
and help pave way for fur-
ther strengthening of exist-
ing economic cooperation
and bilateral relations.He
said agreements between
both sides would pay divi-
dends in the days to come.

He appreciated that
Islamabad wanted to
import 35 per cent of its
total crude oil requirement
from Russia.

Meher Kashif Younis
said earlier recent decision
of the government was also
good one for direct settle-
ment and clearing in RMB
between China and
Pakistan which will help
balance greatly the possible
trade fluctuations caused
by changes in US dollars.

He said moreover,RMB
clearing can be fast track
for two countries to further
deepen industrial coopera-
tion in financing and pur-
chasing. He said the trade
volume of Belt and Road
countries had reached 11.6
trillion Yuan last year. If
RMB clearing and settle-
ment is fully encouraged,
trade efficiency in coun-
tries along the Belt and
Road will improve as will
more extensive financial
cooperation, he added.
Quoting “2022 RMB inter-
nationalisation” report,he
said about 78.8 percent of
the surveyed global indus-
trial and commercial firms
are thinking about adopting
RMB or growing its
[RMB] share in cross bor-
der transactions.

Concluding, he said as
inflation and energy crisis
in Europe and the United
States had eroded market
confidence and China’s
economy was the same size
as the EU’s,the RMB may
become a future safe heav-
en for investors. He said
Bank of China and State
Bank of Pakistan accord
would support cross border
transactions.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Six
ships namely, MSC Silvia,
Lisa, Myny, YM Satrun,
Al-Soor-II and Calypso
Gas carrying containers,
Palm oil, gas oil and LPG,
berthed at Qasim Intern-
ational Container Terminal,
Multipurpose Terminal,
FOTCO Oil Terminal and
Sui Southern Gas Terminal
on Monday.

Meanwhile, five more
ships, Express Rome,
Easline Zhang-Jia-gang,
XT Dolphin, Al-Salam-II
and DM Dragon with
Containers, palm oil, gas
oil and Chemicals also
arrived at the outer anchor-
age of the port during the
last 24 hours.

A total of 08 ships were
engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of
them three ships, Lisa,
MSC Silvia and FMT
Gumuldur left the port on
Tuesday morning and two
more ships, Myny and Al-
Soor-II expected to sail
later today.

A cargo volume of
140,344 tones, comprising
106,310 tones of imports
cargo and 34,034 tonnes of
export cargo, including
containerized cargo carried
in 4,426 containers (2,424
TEUs Imports and 2,002
TEUs export) was handled
at the port during the last
24 hours.

There are 05 ships at the
outer anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them two
ships, Al-Salam-II and DM
Dragon, and two more
ships, Maersk Sentosa and
MSC Elaine carrying gas
oil, chemicals and contain-
ers are expected to take
berths at FOTCO, EVTL
and QICT respectively
today, whereas, two more
container ships, Clemens
Schulte and EM Astoria are
due to arrive at Port Qasim
on Wednesday.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) on
Tuesday witnessed a bull-
ish trend gaining 287.82
points, with a positive
change of 0.69 per cent,
closing at 42,006.25 against
41,718.43 points on the
previous day.

A total of 196,243,549
shares valuing Rs 5.768 bil-
lion were traded during the
day as compared to
109,172,310 shares valuing
Rs 3.370 billion the previ-
ous day. As many as 317
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market;
176 of them recorded gains
and 115 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
26 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were PTCL with
15,602,500 shares at Rs
6.75 per share, WorldCall

Telecom with 14,050,017
shares at Rs 1.15 per share,
and Hum Network with
12,681,500 shares at Rs
5.69 per share.

Bhanero Tex witnessed a
maximum increase of Rs
73.58 per share price, clos-
ing at Rs 1054.58, whereas
the runner-up was Pak
Services with a Rs 50.00
rise in its per share price to
Rs 790.00.

Unilever Foods wit-
nessed a maximum decr-
ease of Rs 200.00 per share
closing at Rs 20800.00, fol-
lowed by Premium Tex
with a Rs 38.98 decline to
close at Rs 480.78.

Rupee stands at break-
even point against Dollar

Pakistani rupee wit-
nessed stability against the
US Dollar in the interbank
trading on Tuesday and
closed at the rate of previ-
ous day - Rs 284.96.

According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of Dollars in the
open market were recorded
at Rs 294 and Rs 298,
respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by 75 paisas to
close at Rs310.47 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs309.72, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan.

The Japanese Yen
remained unchanged and
closed at Rs 2.09, whereas
an increase of Rs1.2 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs356.97
as compared to its last day’s
closing of Rs355.76.

There was also no gain
or loss in the exchange rate
of the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal as the cur-
rencies closed at Rs77.60
and Rs75.98, respectively.

Gold prices decrease
by Rs 2000 to Rs 233,100
per tola

The per tola price of 24-
karat gold decreased by Rs
2000 and was sold at Rs
233,100 on Tuesday against
its sale at Rs 235,100 the
previous day, All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Ass-
ociation reported.

The price of 10 grams of
24-karat gold also declined
by Rs 1714 to Rs 199,846
from Rs 201,560, whereas
the price of 10 grams of 22-
karat gold went down to Rs
183,192 from Rs 184,764.

The price of per tola sil-
ver decreased by Rs 50 to
close at Rs 2950 and that of
ten-gram silver also dipped
by Rs 42.86 to Rs 2529.14.

The price of gold in the
international market decre-
ased by $9 to close at
$2006 from $2015, the
association reported.

MULTAN: Vegetable trader selling fresh corn cobs to retailer at vegetable market.

PSX’s 100-index gains
287.82 points

ICCI for focusing on local
production of smart phones

FFC delegate presented
FFC’s ESG Journey

Stocks lack direction as United States
struggles to reach debt deal

Reduction in POL
prices to provide

impetus to industry

‘Access to Finance for
Women Businesses’ held

Cars’ sale decreases
53.65% in 10 months

Tokyo shares close higher
on US debt ceiling hopes
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Ali Shehanshah
Club wins

F A I S A L A B A D
(APP): Ali
Shehanshah Kabaddi
Club has won the All
Punjab Open Kabaddi
Tournament by
defeating Tiger
Kabaddi Club
M a n n a n w a l a .
Spokesman of organ-
izing committee said
here on Tuesday that
the tournament was
organized under the
Divisional Kabaddi
Association at
Makkoana where var-
ious Kabaddi teams
across the province
p a r t i c i p a t e d .
However, Ali
Shehanshah Club got
first position while
Tiber Club
Mannanwala was
declared second.
Similarly, Barkaat
Sharif Club Wazir
Abad got third posi-
tion whereas Pepsi
Club Sammundri
Road stood at fourth.
Later, the position
holder teams were
also provided cash
prizes and trophies
whereas a player
Kamran Pathan was
awarded man-of-the-
match award.
International com-
mentator Tayyab
Gilani and others
were also present on
the occasion.

34th National
Games

LAHORE (APP):
Wushu , judo, table
tennis and taekwondo
training camps of
Punjab teams contin-
ued here on Tuesday
at Nishtar Park
Sports Complex
Gymnasium Hall in
connection with 34th
National Games
scheduled to be
staged at Quetta from
May 22. The rigorous
training camps of dif-
ferent Punjab sports
squads are being
organised on the
directions of Director
General Sports
Punjab Dr Asif Tufail
so that Punjab ath-
letes could offer
medal winning per-
formances in
National Games. Dr
Asif Tufail said that
National Games is
the biggest sports
event of the country
and keeping in view
this factor our ath-
letes must demon-
strate their best per-
formance to script
favourable results
against top athletes
of the country. He
further said that all
members of Punjab
contingent must
focus on demonstrat-
ing their best sports
skills and techniques
during National
Games. "Our athletes
are quite talented and
we are pretty confi-
dent that they will
bag plenty of medals
in the National
Games sports extrav-
aganza".

Archer out 
for summer

L O N D O N
(Agencies): Fast
bowler Jofra Archer
has been ruled out for
the summer but Jonny
Bairstow has returned
to the England Test
squad as wicketkeep-
er in place of Ben
Foakes. Bairstow,
who has not played
for England since
breaking his leg in
August, will take the
gloves against Ireland
on 1 June. Fast
bowler Archer has a
recurrence of the
stress fracture in his
right elbow. James
Anderson is named in
the 15-man squad
despite suffering a
groin injury whilst
playing for
Lancashire. The four-
day Test against the
Irish at Lord's is
England's final prepa-
ration for the Ashes
series against
Australia, which
begins on 16 June.
England Squad: Ben
Stokes (c), James
Anderson, Jonathan
Bairstow, Stuart
Broad, Harry Brook,
Zak Crawley, Ben
Duckett, Dan
Lawrence, Jack
Leach, Ollie Pope,
Matthew Potts, Ollie
Robinson, Joe Root,
Chris Woakes,
Mark Wood.
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LAHORE (PPI): The one-
day series between
Pakistan Shaheens and
Zimbabwe Select is set to
kick off on 17 May at the
Harare Sports Club in
Harare. After a dominant
performance in the two
four-day matches, where
Pakistan Shaheens
emerged victorious with a
convincing 2-0 win over
Zimbabwe A, they are now
geared up for the limited-
overs action.

The six 50-over match-
es will be played at the
Harare Sports Club from
17 May to 27 May. The
16-member Shaheens
squad includes eight play-
ers who have already rep-
resented Pakistan in inter-
national cricket. Besides
the eight international
players, Shaheens will be
hoping left-arm spinner
Mehran Mumtaz to repli-
cate his red-ball form in
the white-ball series. He
took 15 wickets across the
two four-day matches,
including 11 wickets in the
first game at the Kwekwe

Sports Club in Kwekwe.
In the batting depart-

ment, Shaheens will be
banking on Haseebullah,
Mohammad Huraira and
Omair Bin Yousuf – all of
whom struck centuries in
the two four-dayers – to
take their form with the
bat in the limited-overs
series. Additionally, with
the inclusion of Saim
Ayub, who recently repre-
sented Pakistan in eight
T20Is, the Shaheens have
added more depth to their
batting lineup. Saim’s
presence is expected to
bolster their batting order
and provide stability in
critical junctures of the
game.

On the eve of the series,
Saim Ayub said:
“Representing the
Pakistan men's team in
T20Is has been an incredi-
ble experience, and I'm
thrilled to bring that valu-
able experience to the
Shaheens for this 50-over
series against Zimbabwe
Select.

“I'm looking forward to

the series with great antic-
ipation. We have per-
formed well in the four-
day matches, but this is a
new series and we respect
Zimbabwe as opponents.

“The preparations at the
Harare Sports Club have
been intense and focused.
We have been working
hard on all aspects of our
game, from batting to
bowling and fielding. The
coaching staff has left no
stone unturned to make
sure we are well-prepared
for the series.”

Pakistan Shaheens:
Imran Butt (captain)
(Lahore), Hussain Talat
(vice-captain) (Lahore),
Aamir Jamal (Islamabad),
Abdul Wahid Bangalzai
(Quetta), Haseebullah
(Quetta), Kamran Ghulam
(Peshawar), Mehran
Mumtaz (Rawalpindi),
Mir Hamza (Karachi),
Mohammad Ali (Sialkot),
Mohammad Huraira
(Sialkot), Mubasir Khan
(Islamabad), Omair Bin
Yousuf (Karachi), Qasim
Akram (Lahore), Rohail

Nazir (wicketkeeper)
(Islamabad), Saim Ayub
(Karachi) and Shahnawaz
Dahani (Larkana).

Player Support
Personnel – Aizaz Cheema
(coach), Imran Abbas
(manager), Abdul Rehman
(team consultant), Saboor
Ahmed (trainer),
Muhammad Asad (physio-
therapist) and Faisal Rai
(team analyst).

Tour schedule:
3-6 May – 1st Four-day

match; KSC, Kwekwe
(Pakistan Shaheens won
by eight wickets)

10- 13 May – 2nd Four-
day match; MSC, Mutare
(Pakistan Shaheens won
by an innings and 41 runs)

17 May – 1st 50-over
match; HSC, Harare

19 May – 2nd 50-over
match; HSC, Harare

21 May – 3rd 50-over
match; HSC, Harare

23 May – 4th 50-over
match; HSC, Harare

25 May – 5th 50-over
match; HSC, Harare

27 May – 6th 50-over
match; HSC, Harare.

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) is
unhappy with the proposed
new revenue distribution
model for international
cricket although it accepts
that India, the game’s
financial engine, should get
the biggest share, chairman
Najam Sethi told Reuters.

The International Cricket
Council (ICC), the game’s
global governing body, has
proposed a new revenue-
sharing model for the 2024-
27 cycle to be voted on at its
next board meeting in June.

According to figures
leaked to Cricinfo, India
would claim 38.5 per cent,
while England and Australia
would pocket 6.89pc and
6.25pc respectively.
Pakistan stands to earn
5.75pc of the ICC’s project-
ed earnings, primarily from
its media rights sale.

The 12 full members of
the ICC would collectively
get 88.81pc, while the rest
would be distributed among

its 96 associate members.
“We are insisting that the

ICC should tell us how these
figures were arrived at,”
Sethi told Reuters from
London. “We are not happy
with the situation as it stands.

“Come June, when the
board is expected to
approve the financial
model, unless these details
are provided to us, we are
not going to approve it.”

India generates an esti-
mated 80pc of ICC revenue
and Disney Star shelled out
$3 billion last year to
acquire the 2024-27 media
rights for the Indian market.

Sethi said the PCB had
already asked the ICC to
explain how its finance and
commercial affairs commit-
tee, headed by Indian crick-
et board secretary Jay Shah,
determined the share.

Despite the fact that all
nations will get more
money, Sethi said at least
two other Test-playing
nations were not happy
with the model and had

sought more details.
The ICC, which consid-

ered factors such as the per-
formance of a country’s
men’s and women’s teams
and their contribution to the
ICC’s commercial revenue,
was not immediately avail-
able to comment.

“In principle, India
should get more, there is no
doubt about that but … how
is this table being devel-
oped?” Sethi said.

The proposed revenue
split has become a major
talking point in world
cricket, which is already
facing a rapidly altering
landscape because of the
Indian-driven rise of fran-
chise-based leagues.

Former England captain
Mike Atherton, writing in
The Times newspaper on
Monday, criticised the
“flawed” model, which he
feared would only deepen the
game’s existing inequality.

“If that distribution
comes to pass, then the
strong will get stronger, the

weak weaker (relatively)
and international cricket
will continue to become

less competitive — which
is in nobody’s long-term
interest,” Atherton wrote.

Pakistan Shaheens all set for
one-day series challenge

LAHORE (APP): Adviser to Chief
Minister Punjab on Sports and
Youth Affairs Wahab Riaz has
announced to give monthly stipend
to 20 hockey players who demon-
strated excellent performance in
recently organised Ramazan Sports
Series Hockey Championship.

He made this announcement while
talking to the media at National
Hockey Stadium here on Tuesday.

He said that Punjab Caretaker
Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi had
announced giving scholarships to the
best players of the Ramazan Sports
Series Hockey Championship.

Revealing details of monthly
stipend, Wahab Riaz said that the
talented hockey players will be
given a monthly stipend of Rs
20,000 for one year from next
month. "We are giving scholarships
to those players who do not have a
job. In this regard a committee was
formed to select the players on merit
for the scholarships," he added.

Adviser to Chief Minister Punjab
on Sports informed that the said

committee has selected 20 Names
after evaluating their performance
and job status etc. "The scholarship
of a player will be cancelled if it is
revealed that the player has a job or
sufficient source of income. The
players' stipends will also be
increased in future".

He said that definitely, it is a
major programme and it has been
taken for the first time in the history
of the province. "We have taken this
initiative so that our talented players
can concentrate on hockey fully.

Through these scholarships, we
can enhance the interest of our play-
ers in hockey".

Wahab Riaz further informed,
"We are going to launch a program
for the welfare of players according
to which the Punjab Sports
Department will bear the sports
expenses of around 300 athletes for
utlising different sports facilities in
their respective cities of the
province. We are also taking steps to
provide free medical facilities to
300 athletes".

He said that a Calendar of sports
events of the province is being for-
mulated according to which a big
sports event will be organized after
every two months to unearth new
sports talent.

Following 20 players have been
selected for monthly
stipend:Muneeb (GK) Lahore,
Awais (GK) Sargodha, Rana Sohail
(Midfielder) Lahore, Ghazanfar
(Midfielder) Lahore, Abdul Mannan
(Midfielder) Lahore, Sami Ullah
(Defender) Lahore, Hamza
(Defender) Gujranwala, Saad Shafiq
(Defender) Sahiwal, Umer Gujjar
(Striker) Sahiwal, Khalil Ahmad
(Midfielder) Sahiwal, Sikander Ali
Zakir (Striker) Rawalpindi,
Ahmmad (Striker) Multan, Arsal
(Midfielder) Multan, Shamoon
(Defender) Multan, Zohaib
(Defender) DG Khan, Ali Raza
(Midfielder) DG Khan, M Abdullah
(Defender) Faisalabad, Ali Raza
(Midfielder) Faisalabad, Rana
Shoaib (Defender) Sargodha and M
Siraj (Midfielder) Sargodha.

Adviser to CM Punjab 
Wahab Riaz announces monthly

stipend for 20 hockey players

PCB unhappy with new ICC 
revenue model, demands clarity

Djokovic beats
Norrie to reach
quarter-finals

ROME (Agencies): Novak Djokovic criticised Cameron
Norrie's behaviour after the Briton hit him with a smash
while his back was turned in their Italian Open match.

Djokovic reached his 17th successive Rome quarter-
final with a 6-3 6-4 win in a tetchy encounter on Tuesday.

He had already been irritated by the British number
one's shouts of "Come on", before being hit in the ankle
when he had already given up the point. "Those are the
things we players know are not fair play," Djokovic said.
"It's not how we treat each other, but it is allowed."

Having delayed the start of the match for a few min-
utes while he was in the treatment room, Djokovic wast-
ed no time in racing into a 3-0 lead before Norrie slowed
down his opponent's charge with a couple of holds.

The 27-year-old Briton saved three set points but could
do nothing about the fourth as Djokovic wrapped up the
opener. Norrie, seeded 13th, went a break down early in
the second and immediately broke back - but in contro-
versial fashion. Djokovic had already surrendered the
point when he hit high to leave Norrie with an open court
to put the ball into and was walking away when Norrie
fired his smash into Djokovic's left ankle.

Norrie uttered a brief "sorry" and raised his hand in
apology, earning whistles from the crowd and a huge
glare from a clearly riled Djokovic.

With conditions cool and the mood on court even
frostier, Djokovic went on to break to love for 5-4.

Having been made to wait at the start of the match, it
was then Norrie's turn to keep Djokovic waiting as he
received treatment on court on his hip while the Serb pre-
pared to serve for the match.

Djokovic went 0-30 down but resumed his focus as he
sealed victory on his second match point to stay on course
for a seventh Italian Open title, with the pair exchanging
a tense handshake and no words at the net.

"I have got along very well with Cameron over the
years that he's been on tour. He's a very nice guy off the
court so I don't understand this kind of attitude on the
court," said Djokovic, who faces Danish seventh seed
Holger Rune in the last eight. "He brought the fire and I
responded to that. I'm not going to allow someone behav-
ing like this bending my head. "That's all it is. What hap-
pens on the court, we leave on the court and move on."

Djokovic finding form in time for French Open
Djokovic's preparation for the French Open has been dis-

rupted by injury but he is finding form in time for his bid for
a 23rd Grand Slam singles title when it starts on 28 May.

Djokovic missed the recent Madrid Open with an elbow
injury and before that had made earlier-than-expected exits
from tournaments in Monte Carlo and Bosnia and
Herzegovina to leave his clay-court preparations in less
than ideal shape in the run-up to the French Open.

He and Rafael Nadal both have a chance to win a
record 23rd men's major singles title at Roland Garros,
but with the Spaniard having been unable to play since
the Australian Open in January because of a hip injury
neither is a red-hot favourite to win in Paris.

Spain's US Open champion Carlos Alcaraz, who will
take over as world number one from Djokovic when the
rankings are updated next week, has been looking good
for a French Open challenge after back-to-back titles in
Madrid and Barcelona. However, the 20-year-old suf-
fered a shock last-32 defeat in Rome on Monday by
Hungarian qualifier Fabian Marozsan to make his earliest
exit in a tournament since October.

ROME: Novak Djokovic of Serbia returns the ball to Cameron Norrie of
Britain at the Italian Open tennis tournament.

National
Basketball Training

camp start
ISLAMABAD (INP): The Pakistan Basketball
Federation (PBBF) has resumed the training camp of the
national basketball team at Pakistan Sports Complex
after the law and order situation returned to normal in
the federal capital Islamabad.

According to Pakistan Basketball Federation (PBBF)
associate secretary Ouj E Zahoor PBBF has already
selected talented players from across the country for the
national training camp after the trials were held to select
the probable players for the Pakistan basketball team. He
said that PBBF started national training camp on 11th
may but due to current law and order situation, we tem-
porarily closed the national training camp which is now
resumed with full swings under the guideline and collab-
oration of Pakistan Sports Board (PSB).  

“The selected players will go through an extensive
training plan to enhance their skills and fitness standard
during national camp under the supervision of head coach
Riaz Malik”, Ouj said, adding that Pakistan Basketball
Federation are trying its best to provide maximum oppor-
tunities to the talented players.

He said that the Pakistan team will participate in the
four-nation championship to be held in Maldives this year
and our main target is to earn a position in an interna-
tional event as the Pakistan team will take part in any
international championship after a long time.

The selected players reported in the camp includes
Hamza Bin Javed (Army), Muhammad Shahbaz Ali
(Army), Atif Shah (Army), Muhammad Shahid (Army),
Imad Ahmed (Army), Rana Haris Ahmed ( Faisalabad),
Sameer Khan (Hayderabad), Sammar Abbas (Islamabad),
Ali Hamza Kazmi (Islamabad), Zain Ali (Karachi), Safi
Ullah Khan (Lahore), Ibtisam Murtaza (Lahore),
Muhammad Hamza (Multan), Zia Ur Rehman (Navy),
Muhammad Umair Jan (PAF), Saqib Ullah Khan
Mahsood (PAF), Mehtab Akram (PAF), Naeem Ullah
(Peshawar), Abdul Wahab (Peshawar), Izhar Ullah
(POF), Rana M Usman (Police), Muhammad Usman
(Police), Muhammad Hammad (Rawalpindi),
Muhammad Sajawal (Sargodha) and Zain ul Hasan Khan
(Wapda) and Jamil Ahmed (Kohat).

Naila, Nadia etch
their names in

history by scaling
Mt. Lhotse

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan’s women climbers Naila
Kiani and Nadia Azad etched their names in history when
on Tuesday they successfully summited Mount Lhotse
(8,516m), the fourth-highest mountain in the world.

Situated at the border of Tibet and Nepal, Lhotse is
unique in that it is climbed from virtually the same route
as Mount Everest. Naila was the first of the two female
mountaineers to ascend Lhotse.

“With this accomplishment, she has become the first
Pakistani woman to climb the peak [Mount Lhotse] and
the country’s fastest woman to ascend six peaks higher
than 8,000 metres”, Secretary Alpine Club of Pakistan
Karrar Haidri said in a statement.

Nadia Azad, a British Pakistani mountaineer followed
in the footsteps of compatriot Naila, becoming the second
Pakistani woman to summit Lhotse.

According to Haidri, Nadia along with Pemba Chhiri
sherpa of Imagine Nepal reached at the top the peak at
11:00 am today (Tuesday).

Earlier on Sunday, Naila ascended Mt Everest (8848m),
the world’s tallest peak. A mother of two kids, Kiani is a
Dubai-based Pakistani banker and an amateur boxer. She
first rose to prominence after images of her wedding shoot
at K2 Base Camp in 2018 circulated on social media.

She summited Gasherbrum-II (8,035m) in 2021,
Gasherbrum-I (8,068m), K2 (8611) in July 2022 and
Annapurna (8,091m) in 2023. She had climbed K2, the
world’s second tallest peak shortly after Samina Baig,
who was the first Pakistani woman to achieve the feat.

Another female British Nadia, who is a member of
Imagine Nepal’s Annapurna Expedition Team had also
successfully summited Everest on Sunday. She had
climbed Annapurna in April. She also plans to embark on
a daring expedition to Pakistan in June-July, aiming to
summit all five 8,000m peaks in the country.

Pakistan’s ace climber, Sajid Ali Sadpara, also made his-
tory on Sunday by climbing Everest solo without using sup-
plemental oxygen and taking personal sherpa assistance.

Zaman Khan
joins

Derbyshire for
Vitality Blast

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Derbyshire has
secured the services of
Zaman Khan, a Pakistani
fast bowler, for the upcom-
ing Vitality Blast tourna-
ment this summer.

The 21-year-old pacer,
known for his impressive
speed of 90MPH, brings
with him a track record of
49 T20 matches, where he
has taken 59 wickets at an
average of 23.35, with his
best performance being
figures of 4-16.

Zaman made his inter-
national debut for Pakistan
against Afghanistan in
March of this year and has
since played in six T20I
matches, at a remarkable
economy rate of 6.66.

The talented fast bowler
has experienced a success-
ful journey thus far,
achieving multiple tri-
umphs in his career. He
secured victory in the
Pakistan Super League
twice with Lahore
Qalanders, claiming the
championship title in both
2022 and 2023.

Expected to arrive at the
end of May, he will join a
formidable group of pacers
in the team. This includes
the England Lions duo of
George Scrimshaw and
Sam Conners, as well as
the esteemed Sri Lankan
veteran, Suranga Lakmal.

Head of Cricket,
Mickey Arthur, said:
“Zaman Khan is one of the
brightest young fast
bowlers in Pakistan and he
brings experience of T20
success around the world
into our dressing room,
which will help us to reach
our own goals.

“He recently made his
debut in one of the best
international white ball
attacks and looked right at
home, so it’s incredibly
exciting to welcome him
for our T20 campaign.”

Zaman Khan added:
“Playing in England is
something I’ve wanted to
experience and to do it
working with Mickey
Arthur at Derbyshire is a
dream scenario.
Derbyshire have been
impressive in T20 cricket
over the last few years, so
I’m looking forward to
playing with this squad
and seeing if we can chal-
lenge again this summer.”
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IRSA releases

154,800 cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Tuesday released
154,800 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
131,100 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1429.47 feet and
31.47 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was
recorded as 33,700
cusecs and 50,000
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1117.40 feet, which
was 67.40 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 42,600
cusecs and 50,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 61,300,
62,200, 44,000 and
13,400 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
29,900 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 15,700 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Gang busted; 4
dacoits arrested

RAWALPINDI (APP):
In an operation against
criminal elements,
Rawalpindi Police have
busted a gang and
arrested four dacoits
including a ringleader
besides recovering
three snatched motorcy-
cles, cash Rs 100,000,
weapons and other
items from their posses-
sion. According to a
police spokesman,
Airport Police arrested
four accused namely
Khalid alias Koyla,
ringleader, Amir,
Farrukh and Waqas,
who were allegedly
involved in various
dacoity cases. He
informed that the police
team constituted under
the supervision of SHO
Airport Police Station
on the directives of SP
Potohar Muhammad
Waqas Khan conducted
a raid and managed to
net the criminals. The
accused are being sent
to jail for an identifica-
tion parade, he added.

Man held for
obnoxious call

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police on Tuesday
claimed to have arrest-
ed a man for making an
obnoxious call in the
jurisdiction of the
Airport area. According
to a police spokesman,
Aziz made a phone call
to police emergency
helpline 15, saying that
around four people
intercepted him at gun-
point and took away
cash and other valu-
ables. The airport police
immediately rushed to
the scene and were sur-
prised that no such inci-
dent had taken place.
Airport police arrested
the accused and regis-
tered a case against
him. SP Potohar Waqas
Khan said that strict
action will be taken
against such elements
who were involved in
mischievous activities.
He urged the citizens to
avoid such practices as
a wrong call on your
part may deprive a
needy of access to
emergency services.

50 lady workers
counselling

RAWALPINDI (APP):
As many as 50 lady
workers of the Social
Welfare Department
along with psychologists
and experts of the higher
education department
were conducting psycho-
social counselling of the
drug addicts at the
Potohar Rehabilitation
Center, Wah. This was
stated by the Divisional
Director of Social
Welfare Rawalpindi
Muhammad Shahid
Rana while addressing
an awareness seminar
organized at Capacity
Building Training Center
(CBLC) to control drugs.
He said that Potohar
Rehabilitation Center
had been established in
Wah General Hospital
for free treatment of drug
addicts with 50 beds.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minister
for Climate Change, Senator Sherry
Rehman on Tuesday advised the people to
take precautionary measures to avoid heat-
waves and stroke as extreme temperature
rise was to prevail in southern parts of the
country. In a series of tweets, she said the
weather was likely to remain hot and dry
in most of the plains of the country for the
next few days.

The federal minister said the weather
was expected to remain extremely hot in
Sindh and Balochistan. "This increased
heat also increases the risk of heat stroke.
We have sent guidelines to the provinces
and related institutions to avoid heat-
wave," she said.

However, people were requested to take

timely and preventive measures to avoid
heat stroke, she added.

"The people of vulnerable communities
and areas should stay in the shade in the
afternoon, and keep a wet cloth on their
heads and shoulders if they go outdoors in
the sun. Wear light and full-sleeved cloth-
ing, drink plenty of water, and be careful
of direct sunlight," Sherry Rehman men-
tioned. If one experiences profuse sweat-
ing, dizziness, fainting or other symptoms
during this heat, one should seek medical
attention from the nearest heatwave
response unit or hospital as soon as possi-
ble, she underlined.

"Follow these basic precautions when-
ever temperatures rise above normal," the
senator added.

Sherry Rehman exhorts
masses for precautionary

measures against heatwave

Special desk to
be set up at BISP
headquarters for
special persons

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Poverty
Alleviation and Social
Safety Shazia Marri on
Tuesday said that all physi-
cally challenged persons are
being served on priority at
two registration desks estab-
lished at level of each tehsil
under Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP).
She expressed these views
while responding to a call-
ing attention notice in the
National Assembly about
not setting up separate desks
for disabled persons and
insufficient financial relief
under BISP.

The minister announced
to set up special desk at
BISP headquarters to facili-
tate the special persons and
provide full support to
them. She informed the
House about the BISP net-
work and the relief amount
being distributed to the
poor under this program.
On the demand of MNA
Abdul Qadir Mandokhail
belonging to NA-249
(Karachi West-II), she
assured to set up BISP desk
at the place where people
can easily visit to benefit
from the program.

DG PHA directs
authorities to accelerate

beautification work
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Director General (DG), of
Parks and Horticulture
Authority (PHA)
Rawalpindi, Ahmed Hasan
Ranjha on Tuesday directed
the authorities concerned to
accelerate the ongoing
beautification work.

According to a PHA
spokesperson, the authority
on the directives of the DG
was utilizing all available
resources to provide the cit-
izens with a clean and
green environment.

The beautification work
in different parks and roads
was being completed swift-
ly, he said and informed
that the DG had directed
the officers to further uplift
green belts of different
roads and their medians.

He also directed the
officers to accelerate the
pace of the work to com-
plete the ongoing projects
within the shortest possi-
ble time frame.

The spokesman said,
‘We are making all-out
efforts for the beautifica-
tion of Rawalpindi and
Murree.’ Under the proj-
ect, the beautification of
entry and exit points of the
city would also be
ensured, he added.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speaker National
Assembly, Raja Pervez
Ashraf has expressed dis-
may over poor perform-
ance of Capital
Development Authority
(CDA) over prolonged
delay in execution of New
Parliament Lodges project.

The Speaker NA along
with Chairman Public
Accounts Committee
(PAC) Noor Alam Khan
visited Parliament lodges
on Tuesday to inspect the
progress on construction
of 104 additional family
suites including 500 ser-
vant quarters. On the
occasion, they were
briefed by senior officers
of CDA regarding issues
and basic contours of the
project construction of
New Parliament Lodges.

Raja Pervez Ashraf
criticizing the poor per-
formance of CDA said
that delay of more than a

decade in completing this
project is tantamount to
severe negligence and non
professionalism. He also
instructed National
Assembly Secretariat to
arrange meeting with
Chairman Senate in order
to deliberate upon finding
ways to complete this
project. He also said that
in order to complete such
projects there is need to
find out of box solution.

Chairman PAC Noor
Alam Khan highlighted
the significance of com-
pleting this project in
Phases and stressed on the
need to complete family
suites on priority basis as
more than seventy percent
work has already be com-
pleted.

He also mentioned the
project of connecting par-
liament lodges with
Parliament House through
tunnel. He said that
drainage issue is destroy-

ing the whole building and
there is an urgent need to
resolve this issue.
Furthermore, the issue of
parking and lift were also
deliberated upon in the
meeting.

The member planning
CDA briefed NA Speaker
and chairman CDA that
CDA is the executing
agency of the project and
The project of construc-
tion of new Parliamentary
lodges was to be complet-
ed in 2013.

He also briefed that due
to this delay the cost of
the project has exponen-
tially increased from
Rs1600 million to Rs6.4
billion.

The Speaker and
Chairman CDA expressed
dismay and displeasure
over the non- profession-
alism on part of CDA for
not completing this proj-
ect even after more than a
decade has lapsed.

LAHORE (APP):
Commissioner Lahore and
DG LDA Muhammad Ali
Randhawa is actively fol-
lowing the timely comple-
tion of public centric proj-
ect in the provincial
capital.

He paid surprise visits
to Lahore bridge expan-
sion project and
Samanabad underpass and
was briefed by chief engi-
neer LDA, contractors and
project directors about the
pace of on going develop-
ment work.

On this occasion, the
Commissioner Lahore
reviewed the construction
work according to the
daily scheduled targets.
He said that the deadline

for the completion of the
Lahore Bridge Expansion
Project is 31st May. The
important work of the pil-
lars of Lahore Bridge
Extension Project is
almost complete. There is
no room for any delay. He
said that PHA should start
horticulture work on
Lahore Bridge in the last
week of May.

The Commissioner
Lahore said that the
Samanabad underpass will
be opened for traffic by
May 30. He directed that
the underpass should be
completed as soon as pos-
sible and the roads on all
four sides should also be
completed.

He also asked for the

schedule for the construc-
tion of slip roads along the
Samanabad underpass and
said that the work is
being completed in day
and night shifts by
deploying monitors on
every shift at the
Samanabad underpass.

The work on the devel-
opment projects is going
on according to the daily
construction targets.
Samanabad underpass
should be completed on
the deadline,
Commissioner directed.

He emphasized that all
the administrative depart-
ments should continue
working in coordinated
manner for early comple-
tion of the projects.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Higher
Education Commission (HEC) via its
Higher Education Development in
Pakistan (HEDP) project concluded the
6th cohort of the Women Leadership
Programme. National Academy of
Higher Education (NAHE) held the
first-ever cohort of female future aca-
demic leaders for Balochistan at
Balochistan University of Information
Technology and Management Sciences
(BUITEMS), Quetta.

Thirty future female leaders from all
public sector universities across the
Balochistan province attended the train-
ing. Women from all disciplines – med-
ical, engineering, humanities, and oth-
ers participated. Most of these are mid-
career professionals working as Heads
of Departments, Registrars, and senior
faculty members.

This programme is a crucial step
towards building the capacity of women
leaders in the higher education sector of
Pakistan.

The programme kicked off under the
leadership of Vice Chancellor, Shaheed
Allah Bukhsh Soomro University of
Arts Design and Heritage, Dr Arabella
Bhutto who delivered detailed sessions
on Social Influencers and Women
Identity, Time Management and People
Management.

The project has already trained more
than 120 women in 5 earlier cohorts of
training in Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi,
and Peshawar.

It is essential for women leaders to
understand the inner workings of the
higher education sector and navigate the
challenges they may face in leadership
roles.

The programme focused on gover-
nance in higher education, recruitment

policies, managing work-life balance,
gender and workplace communication,
public procurement rules, financial
management and strategic communica-
tion.

The programme also provides per-
sonal and professional development
opportunities and exposes participants
to international best practices in
women's leadership.

This knowledge and exposure can
enable future women leaders to prepare
themselves to transform higher educa-
tion institutions into demand-driven
institutes, bridging the gender gap in
higher education.

The programme is an outcome of var-
ious consultations and roundtables held
by NAHE in 2020-21, where the need
for capacity building – especially in the
areas of leadership, governance and
management – was evident. It was
observed that very few women reach top
leadership positions at universities.

The Higher Education Commission
(HEC)plans to empower existing
women leaders through capacity-build-
ing programmes as well as nurture
potential and upcoming women for
leadership positions in academia.

The participants appreciated the
efforts to encourage women up in the
management cadre and affirmed that
these efforts are essential towards pro-
moting gender equality and women's
empowerment in higher education.

The project has also planned a struc-
tured mentorship to ensure the sustain-
ability of this programme.

The women trained will act as men-
tors/training trainers and will pass on
the learning to other women in their uni-
versity or cluster of women in their geo-
graphical area.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Poverty
Alleviation and Social
Safety & Chairperson
Benazir Income Support
Programme Ms. Shazia
Marri was called on by
Ambassador of the Republic
of Kazakhstan to Pakistan
Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin.

During the meeting held
at BISP headquarters on
Tuesday, both sides dis-
cussed the bilateral issues
and agreed to work togeth-
er for exchange of experi-
ences in the fields of educa-
tion, culture, and particular-

ly in the field of social pro-
tection. While highlighting
the similarities of common
cultural and religious her-
itage of Pakistan and
Kazakhstan, Shazia Marri
said that connectivity
between the brotherly
countries is vital to enhance
mutual cooperation.

She also emphasized on
strengthening bilateral rela-
tionship at governmental
level as well as the people
to people contacts. Ms
Shazia Marri, on this occa-
sion, presented brochure on
Benazir Income Support

Programme and traditional
gift of Sindhi Ajrak to the
visiting diplomat.

Ambassador Yerzhan
Kistafin appreciated the
warm welcome extended
by the Federal Minister
and said that Benazir
Income Support
Programme is one of the
best social safety pro-
grammes of the developing
world. He said that such
programmes of direct cash
transfer to the most vulner-
able segments of the socie-
ty need to be replicated in
other countries as well.

Commissioner visits under
construction projects

New Parliament Lodges Project

Speaker NA expresses 
dismay over prolong delay

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Pakistan H.E. Yerzhan Kistafin called on
the Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme Ms. Shazia Marri at BISP headquarters. 

ISLAMABAD: Painter paints 7th Avenue flyover in Federal Capital. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Railways
was all set to restore the ‘Bahauddin
Zakaria Express’ train en route from
Multan to Karachi from June 1, aiming at
facilitating the passengers and providing
opportunities to small businessmen of the
area. “The department had suspended the
operation of Bahauddin Zakaria Express
as the railway track was badly damaged in
the flash floods triggered by above-normal
monsoon rains during the last year across
the country,” an official told APP.

He said the train was being restored on
the directions of Minister for Railways
Khawaja Saad Rafique and the department
had already issued notification in that
regard. The official said the Bahauddin
Zakaria Express would run from Karachi
City to Multan. “It will be restored after
nine months, and the department had also
advertised restoration of the train on the

route through different means."
He said the train would be restored as

per the timing and schedule as per the cur-
rent summer timetable and the train’s two
stoppages including Jungshahi and
Jhimpir would also be eliminated.

The official said Pakistan Railways was
planning to upgrade two passenger trains to
provide maximum facilities to passengers
and generate more revenue for the depart-
ment aiming to drive its self-sufficiency.
“Khawaja Saad Rafique has already issued
directions to the relevant officials to make
all necessary arrangements in this regard
for renovating Karachi-bound trains to
facilitate the masses,” he said. The up-gra-
dation of trains including Karakoram
Express and Pak-Business Express would
help the department to earn more revenue,
he said, adding it would be renovated on
the pattern of the Green-Line Train.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
World Information
Society Day will be
marked on May 17
(Wednesday) across the
globe to remind the world
of the vision of the World
Summit on the
Information Society to
build “a people-centred,
inclusive and develop-
ment-oriented informa-
tion society” based on
fundamental human
rights. World Information
Society Day aims to alert
people about how infor-
mation and communica-
tion can help improve
societies worldwide.

World Information
Society Day promotes peo-
ple’s awareness of the
power of information and
communication to build
societies in which they can
create, access, use and share

information and knowledge
to achieve their full poten-
tial. Organizations such as
UNESCO actively take part
in the day by inviting people
to engage in various activi-
ties to promote campaigns
centred on this event.

The annual observance
of World
Telecommunication Day,
which marks the founding
of the International
Telecommunication Union
(ITU) on May 17, 1865,
drew attention to the work
of ITU and the challenges
of global communication.
In March 2006, the United
Nations General Assembly
proclaimed May 17 as
World Information Society
Day to recognize the efforts
made to advance communi-
cation and ITU’s role in
helping people connect
around the world. The UN’s

first World Information
Society Day took place on
Wednesday, 17 May 2006.

Before World
Information Society Day,
World Telecommunication
Day, which was first held in
1969, was celebrated on
May 17 by people and
organizations such as ITU.
Many now refer to this day
as World
Telecommunication and
Information Society Day,
taking into account the
UN’s observance of World
Information Society Day.

The purpose of this
observance is to help raise
awareness of the possibili-
ties that the internet and
other information and
communication technolo-
gies could bring to soci-
eties and economies, as
well as ways to bridge the
digital divide.

Railways set to restore
Bahauddin Zakaria Express

World Telecommunication and
Information Society day today

HEC trains 30 female academic
leaders from Balochistan

Minister Poverty Alleviation,
Kazakh envoy agree for
exchanging experiences



Illegally weapons seized
KUNAR (Agencies): Local officials said
that 33 light guns were discovered and con-
fiscated in the Dangam district of Kunar
province by the commission responsible for
collecting illicit weapons in the country’s
eastern region. Mawlavi Wahidullah
Mohammadi, spokesman for 201 Khalid Bin
Walid Corps, told Bakhtar News Agency,
that the commission had found and seized
the weapons as well as a significant amount
of ammunition in the district.

NSA shuts down 3 fuel stations
KANDAHAR (Agencies): Three fuel sup-
ply companies have been shut down in
Kandahar over the continued sale of sub-
standard fuel. The Afghanistan’s National
Standards Authority (ANSA) ordered the
companies to suspend operations, according
to a statement issued by the watchdog.
ANSA said the three companies, Azim,
Taher Noori and Sani Noorzai, were ordered
to stop work after laboratory results on fuel
samples were below standard.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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KABUL (Khaama Press):
The acting minister of Min-
es and Petroleum, Shaha-
buddin Delawar, met with
the United Nations Secret-
ary and advisor Tom Gragg
on Tuesday in Kabul.

According to the state-
ment released by the min-
istry, both sides discussed
various topics, including
economic development and
growth, attracting foreign
investors to the country’s
mines, and the reparation of

Afghan refugees.
Meanwhile, both sides

stressed on the continuation
of bilateral relations.

Earlier, the minister
announced on Sunday that
the ministry would annou-
nce the bedding process to
extract some of the oil and
gas blocks in the country.

In the meantime, the min-
istry said that the Chines
private company showed
interest in investing in oil
and gas in Afghanistan.

“Afghanistan has rich oil
and gas resources, and the
Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum will shortly
announce a part of the
country’s oil and gas fields
for bidding.” The interested
investors may lawfully par-
ticipate in the bidding, the
ministry added.

Afghanistan is rich in
natural resources, but the
untapped resources have
yet to be exploited due to
political unrest.

BAGHLAN (Agencies): At
least three historical sites
have been surveyed and
discovered in the country’s
northern province of
Baghlan, the provincial
Information and Culture
Department said in a state-
ment Tuesday.

“The professional team
of the Tourism Department
of the provincial
Information and Culture
Department has surveyed
and discovered three histor-
ical sites include a fort in in
Poza Ishan area and two
hills one in Sheikh Ali area
and one other in
Hussainkhel area of Pul-i-
Khumri center of the
province, the statement
quoted the Protection
Director of Cultural
Heritage of the provincial
Information and Culture
Department Karimdad

Rahimi as saying.
The fort [Kohna Qala]

dated back to the
Koshanid’s era and the
two hills dated back to the
pre-Islamic era, the state-
ment said.

Since the resumption of
power by the Islamic
Emirate, hundreds of his-
torical monuments, sites
and relics have been sur-
veyed and discovered by
the professional teams of
the Ministry of
Information and Culture,
as well as trafficking of
hundreds of historical
relics have been prevented
across the country.

The ministry is making
efforts to survey and dis-
cover more historical mon-
uments and restore those
historical sites which are in
the verge of destruction
countrywide.

BAMYAN (Khaama
Press): The United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
will conduct community-
based education classes for
female students in Afghan-
istan’s central Bamyan
province, the organization
said on Tuesday.

UNICEF posted a photo
of female students in the
classroom saying they
could complete two years
of school in a condensed
one year.

This community-based
education program is initi-
ated by UNICEF and the
financial support of the
Asian Bank, the World
Bank in South Asia and the
European Union’s

Humanitarian Assistance
Program.

With the support of
these organizations, United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) will be to
organize 466 education
classrooms to accommo-
date some 9400 male and
female students to get an
education.

UNICEF has announced
by the end of 2023, the
organization will organize
21,000 such programs
throughout Afghanistan.

These educational pro-
grams come as the Taliban-
run administration has
closed school doors for
female students above
grade six for more than 600

days.
In addition to many

promises, the Taliban
authorities have not yet
clarified when they will
resume school for female
students in Afghanistan.
Banning secondary school
and university education
for female students prompt-
ed widespread condemna-
tions in Afghanistan and
overseas.

Despite the overwhelm-
ing pressure from the inter-
national community and
Afghanistan’s neighbors,
the Taliban administration
has its own policies and pri-
orities regarding girls’ edu-
cation and women’s
employment.

M A Z A R - E - S H A R I F
(Khaama Press): An Iranian
delegation led by Hussein
Yahyawi, the country’s
consul general in Mazar-e-
Sharif, met with the gover-
nor of the Kunduz province
to discuss commerce and
tourism-related matters.

“The Consul General of
the Republic of Iran in
Mazar-e-Sharif has dis-
cussed the expansion of
commercial relations with
the local authorities of this
province with several
Afghan diplomats during a
trip to Kunduz Province,”
According to Iranian media,
Asadullah Niazi, the
province of Kunduz’s direc-
tor of foreign affairs, said.

In the meantime, the
Afghanistan Chamber of
Trade and Investment
revealed plans to create a
joint Afghan-Iranian cham-
ber of commerce.

Establishing this com-
bined chamber is expected
to increase trade and invest-
ment prospects, strengthen
economic relations, and
make collaborating easier
for business leaders and

entrepreneurs from both
countries.

Since the return of the
Taliban to power in August
2021, the Iranian govern-
ment has shown interest in
investing in Afghanistan,
prompting efforts to expand
economic and trade rela-
tions.

Iran has been one of
Afghanistan’s most impor-

tant trade partners for many
years. The two neighbour-
ing countries have much in
common, including their
culture and history.

In the meantime, accord-
ing to officials in Afghanist-
an, more than $1 billion has
been imported from Iran
this year in fuel and food.

Iran is one of the few
countries that has contin-

ued to have close ties with
the Taliban government in
Afghanistan. Since the
Taliban seized control
again in August 2021, Iran
has kept up trade relations
with Afghanistan, contin-
ued to grant Afghans
visas, and provided
humanitarian aid to the
Afghan people throughout
these difficult times.

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Taliban’s Acting Deputy
Prime Minister Mawlavi
Mohammed Abdul Kabir
met with the United Nati-
ons’ special representative
for Afghanistan Roza Otu-
nbaeva, and said the inter-
national community should
engage with the group.

Abdul Kabir, the
Political Deputy Prime
Minister and Khairullah
Khaikhwa, the Minister of
Information and Culture of
Taliban on Monday met
with Roza Otunbaeva at
Sapedar Palace and dis-
cussed Afghanistan issues.

During the visit, the sen-
ior Taliban officials asked
UNs’ special representative
Roza Otunbaeva to invite
Afghanistan’s caretaker
authorities to international
meetings in the future.

Referring to the Doha
conference held in Qatar’s
capital and hosted by the
UN on May 1 and 2, in
which representatives from
at least 25 countries and
international organizations
participated, however,
Taliban officials were not

invited.
Following the summit,

the Taliban had described
the meeting as “one-sided
and ineffective” to which
the group was not invited.

The UN representative
in Afghanistan highlighted
about the Doha conference
during the meeting accord-
ing to Taliban officials.

Taliban officials on

Twitter said that Minister
Khairkhwa appreciated the
result of the Doha confer-
ence about the emphasis on
the continued delivery of
humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan during these
difficult times.

“Taliban representatives
should be invited to inter-
national conferences held
on Afghanistan issues in the

future so that pathways for
meaningful interaction and
engagement are sought,”
Minister Khairkhwa said.

Toward the end of the
Doha conference, the
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
announced that another
summit will be held in
Afghanistan in the near
future.

TEHRAN (TOLOnews):
The Iranian President, Ebr-
ahim Raisi, in a govern-
ment board meeting instru-
cted Iranian officials to se-
riously pursue the issue of
the Helmand water treaty.

Raisi ordered the coun-
try’s ministry of foreign
affairs and ministry of ener-
gy to pursue the matter,
Iranian media reported.

This comes as the
Iranian ambassador to
Afghanistan, Hassan
Kazemi Qomi, in an inter-

view with Iran’s 3 Media
Network Organization, said
that he hopes the issue of
the Helmand water treaty
will be solved in the ongo-
ing year. “The amount of
water which comes from
Afghanistan to our soil is
not more than 27 million
cubic meters… there is a
big difference between the
numbers stated in the water
treaty and what happens,”
he said.

The spokesman for the
Ministry of Energy of

Islamic Emirate, Matiullah
Abid, said that Afghanistan
is committed to the water
treaty of Helmand.

“We have allocated
water to Iran based on the
water treaty of Helmand of
1351 (solar year) and we
are committed to the treaty
in the future as well,” Abid
said. However, some ana-
lysts said that Iran seeks to
take more water than
agreed in the water treaty.

“If the water of Helmand
river is near to 6 billion

cubic meters (per year), then
Iran deserves 820 million
cubic meters. But if it is not
a normal year, or there is dr-
ought, then the water is pro-
vided based on the amount,”
said Mohammad Asim
Mayar, a water analyst.

According to the 1973
treaty, Afghanistan is com-
mitted to sharing the water
from the Helmand River
with Iran at the rate of 26
cubic meters of water per
second, or 850 million
cubic meters per annum.

KABUL (TOLOnews): At the “Kabul
International Exhibition,” traders were able
to sign contracts for their products.

At the exhibition, 600 companies selling
wares like carpets, jewellry and dried fruit
were featured, and women participated.

“They signed agreements between them-
selves and there were governmental con-
tracts and private sector contracts that were
signed with foreign organizations,” said
Rafiullah Hamad, the exhibition organizer.

“It was a good opportunity to show our

domestic products and for people to get to
know domestic products, and the consump-
tion of domestic products should become nor-
mal,” said Sakhi Ahmad Payman, first deputy
of the Chamber of Industry and Mines.

Some businesswomen said that holding
such exhibitions is beneficial for selling and
marketing their products and handicrafts.

Sudaba Behroz is a businesswoman, and
she has been running her business for one
year. She wants to hold exhibitions at an
international level.

“We were able to do marketing and
attract customers and also we were able to
get some orders. It was good for us,” said
Sudaba Behroz.

“We got more contracts, we got more
orders, we were introduced to more people,
they saw our products,’ said Zarghona, a
businesswoman.

Meanwhile, some participants said it is
difficult without more foreign buyers.

“Domestic production companies are not
able to have contact with foreigners,” said
Shoyeb, a trader. “In raising the level of the
country’s economy, the culture of our coun-
try plays an important role,” said Zahir
Zuhor, a visitor. At the exhibition 100
women participated and they displayed
their handmade products.

KABUL (TOLOnews): The Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock
(MAIL) officials said the ministry will
establish agricultural complexes in four
zones of the country.

Fazl Bari Fazli, Deputy Minister of
MAIL said that eighty percent of the coun-
try’s citizens are engaged in agriculture.

“The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock plans to establish large agricul-

tural complexes in the areas of Jalalabad,
Herat, Qoshtipa, in the south of Helmand,
and Kandahar,” Fazli stated.

The Qoshtipa Canal project has pro-
gressed by 40%, according to the ministry.

Meanwhile, the head of the prime min-
ister’s office asked businesspeople to work
for the growth of the country’s economy
and said the Islamic Emirate is committed
to supporting businessmen and investors.

“The Islamic Emirate collaborates with
every businessperson and institution that
invests in Afghanistan or establishes a
company,” said Abdul Wase, head of the
PM’s Office. “We want Afghanistan to be
connected to the rest of the world, there-
fore we’re planning to offer eight hours of
cargo services with no weight restrictions,
regardless of the size of the cargo. We
have a huge plane and we don’t have any
problem with transfer,” said Adil Baig, the
representative of Mofid Group.

This come as the first air cargo compa-
ny started operating in Kabul on Saturday,
23 Saur (solar calendar).

2 children killed
in drone strike

KHOST (Khaama Press): A house in
the Bahramkhel village of Ismailkhel
and Mandozai district of Khost
province was the target of a drone
strike on Tuesday early morning.

Two children were reportedly killed
in the attack, while two others, includ-
ing a woman and a child, were injured.

The injured people were trans-
ferred to the local hospital for med-
ical treatment.

Shabir Ahmad Osmani, the
Taliban’s director of information and
culture in Khost, would not confirm
the airstrike but said that a blast had
occurred at a residential house and the
matter is under investigation.

Locals in the Khost province
reported that a drone had been hover-
ing above the Ismailkhel and
Mandozai district since Monday night
and throwing a bomb on a residential
house at around 3 to 4 AM on
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, several media reported
that since the regime change in August
2021, unknown drones have been fly-
ing in several regions of the country.

On the other hand, Pakistani offi-
cials have expressed concern about the
Tahreek-e-Taliban hideouts across the
border area, which were rejected by
the Taliban authorities.

Hard choices
in Afghanistan
humanitarian
crisis: rights

watchdog
KABUL (Agencies): The
ongoing crisis in
Afghanistan has thrust
upon the United Nations
two vital but seemingly
incompatible responsibili-
ties in Afghanistan: keep-
ing aid flowing to those
most in need while also
keeping pressure on the
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) to end
its appalling human rights
violations, says Human
Rights Watch Associate
Asia Director Patricia
Gossman.

She said in a post on
HRW’s website that
Afghanistan has largely
disappeared from the
media, but it remains one of
the world’s worst humani-
tarian disasters.

Two-thirds of the coun-
try’s population is food
insecure, including 875,000
children facing acute mal-
nutrition.

Women and girls remain
most at risk, she said.

“The abrupt loss of most
international aid after the
Taliban (IEA) takeover in
August 2021 prompted the
initial crisis, but the
Taliban’s increasingly
repressive policies, such as
banning women from
working for the United
Nations and nongovern-
mental organizations, have
made the situation much
worse.

“Now humanitarian aid
groups must navigate try-
ing to deliver crucial assis-
tance while ensuring they
do not reinforce the
Taliban’s abusive diktats.

This is not a situation
that lends itself to hashtag
campaigns.

For aid workers trying to
adhere to both the humani-
tarian imperative of saving
lives and the principles of
neutrality and impartiality,
these are difficult times,”
Gossman said.

She said recent United
Nations statements have led
to confusion and charges of
incoherence among United
Nations agencies, as some
have allowed men staff to
keep working while women
cannot.

“While acknowledging
the need for local flexibili-
ty, it is essential that heads
of key agencies like the
World Food Programme
and UNICEF maintain a
firm, consistent line that
the Taliban’s (IEA) actions
are in violation of interna-
tional human rights law and
the UN Charter,” she said.

A recent meeting of UN
special envoys in Doha
reportedly agreed on con-
tinued engagement without
recognition of the IEA until
there is progress on human
rights.

“While some Afghan
civil society groups have
rejected all engagement,
others see it necessary to
relieve the economic cri-
sis,” Gossman said.

In conclusion she said:
“But all this will mean little
if current humanitarian
funding levels also do not
improve. A drastic loss of
aid will leave many
Afghans poorer and hungri-
er.” The Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) has not
yet commented on her
assertions.

‘Int’l community must
engage with Taliban’
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products organized in Kabul
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in four national zones
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior, Rana Sanaullah receiving Deputy Interior Minister of
Saudi Arabia Nasser bin Abdulaziz Al-Dawood on his arrival.

UNITED NATIONS (APP): The
United Nations commemorated for the
first time in its history, the mass dis-
placement of Palestinians from land
that was to become Israel, 75 years
ago, that turned 700,000 Palestinians
into refugees, almost overnight.

The mass displacement in 1948,
known as the Nakba (meaning “catas-
trophe”), has an importance to
Palestinians across the world,
Rosemary DiCarlo, UN Under-
Secretary-General for Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs, said, while
addressing a high-level event at UN
Headquarters in New York, marking
the day. The event was attended by the
Palestinian President, Mahmoud
Abbas; many member states from
Asia, Africa, Central and South
America and the Middle East; and rep-
resentatives of the African Union and
the Arab League, who delivered
speeches. The United States and
Britain did not attend.

“The legacy of the event lives on,
spearing us to continue our unflagging
efforts to find a peaceful and lasting

solution to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict,” Ms. DiCarlo said, noting that
the General Assembly had adopted a
resolution in November 2022 for this
commemorative day. Ms. DiCarlo
expressed deep concerns about dimin-
ishing prospects for kickstarting the
peace process on the way to forging a
two-State solution, given the current
landscape of expanding Israeli settle-
ments in occupied territory, recent vio-
lence, and Israel’s violation of
Palestinian rights.

“Palestinians deserve a life of jus-
tice and dignity and the realization of
their right to self-determination and
independence,” she added. She said
“The UN position is clear: the occupa-
tion must end. A two-State solution
must be achieved in line with interna-
tional law. We want to see an inde-
pendent State of Palestine living side
by side with Israel in peace.” For
Palestinians, the 1948 the massive dis-
placement meant families took what
they could carry or was shipped in
trucks, from their homes to areas out-
side the new State of Israel.

The UN agency created to serve the
displaced population (UNRWA),
reports that 5.9 million Palestinian are
currently registered as refugees. The
sombre anniversary spotlights the
world’s longest-standing protracted
refugee crisis, serving as a stark
reminder that Palestine refugees con-
tinue to live amidst conflict, violence,
and occupation while aspiring to a just
and lasting solution to their plight, said
the UN Committee on the Rights of
Palestine People. “The Nakba memory
will remain; it will continue to moti-
vate our people to end the occupa-
tion,” President Abbas said in his
address.. “The occupation will end.
The Palestinian right will prevail
sooner or later, so that peace can pre-
vail in our region and in the world.”
The United Nations General
Assembly, composed of 193 member
states, has often been sympathetic to
Palestinians. Its commemoration on
Monday came at a tense period in
Israel, Gaza and the occupied West
Bank, where violence has surged this
year.

UN marks 75 years since 
displacement of Palestinians

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Parliamentarians on Tuesday in a
mixed opinion put their weight
behind the decision of the Army to
trial the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) protestors in military courts for
desecrating the state institution's
installations and memorials of the
martyrs of the Armed Forces.

Talking to APP outside the
Parliament, Defence Minister
Khawaja Muhammad Asif said the
blatant and violent attack on the
Army's installations and its resi-
dences gave a justification to allow
the government to trial the PTI pro-
testors under the military courts.
"When Army installations and memo-
rials will be attacked then the state
institution is being forced to take
action. Just like Article 209 of the
Constitution, the Army and other
institutions have constitutional provi-
sions to protect their honour and
sanctity," he said.

He further said the Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM)
protest was a peaceful activity and as
per the law whereas the same facility
could be extended to other political
and social groups if they exercise the
same restraint within the limits of the
law. Member National Assembly
(MNA), Syed Ali Musa Gilani of
Pakistan Peoples Party
Parliamentarians (PPPP) said the
cases against a political party's work-
ers in military courts should not be
held in a democracy. He added that
the political workers trial should not
be held in military courts, but rather
in the civil courts whereas those iden-

tified other than the political workers
should be held accountable as per law
in the military courts. He condemned
the trial of political workers in the
military courts.

MNA, Nasir Musazai of PTI
opined that the protestors should be
charged as per Army Act who
attacked Balahisar Fort and Corps
Commander's House in Lahore which
was equal to enmity with the country.
He underlined that the PDM protest
was held a day earlier and no damage
was incurred to any property or insti-
tution, whereas Article 144 was
imposed to protect the federal capital
from the damage of protestors which
did not happen. MNA, Javaid Latif of
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) said the PTI had been
proved as a terrorist organisation after
the attacks on the key sensitive state
installations and there was no room to
hold dialogue with the terrorists.

In that case, he said there were also
many terrorist organisations in the
country and the coalition government
could never hold dialogue. MNA,
Shagufta Jumani of Pakistan Peoples
Party Parliamentarians (PPPP)
observed PTI chief Imran Khan was
the blue eyed of the Apex Court. He
was arrested a day before and the next
day was presented in the Supreme
Court from the pathway used by the
judges to enter the court. The way
Khan was welcomed, received and
got bails and given liberty by the
Courts was regrettable, she added.
What happened on May 9 was
ignored completely by the Court as
the way Metro busses were damaged

that were established from the pre-
cious national exchequer and tax
payer's money.

She regretted that Imran Khan had
disowned his party workers which
was shameful and pitiable for his
party workers who blindly followed
him. "Imran Khan was getting bail in
every case but he resisted his arrest
whereas politicians extend their arrest
themselves like former President Asif
Ali Zardari did during his arrest by
the Police. But the Chief Justice's
conduct for Imran Khan expressed
his tilt towards the latter's personali-
ty," she added. MNA, Syed Imran
Shah of PML-N said, "We are all
bound to the law but the way Imran
Khan resisted his arrest had after-
shocks on 9th May across the coun-
try. The people get exposed when
they get power or authority that hap-
pened in the case of Imran Khan as
his loyalty to the nation was well
exposed before everyone after that
unfortunate incident."

He said a national accused who
was arrested and under remand,
whereas his arrest was declared legal
by the Islamabad High Court (IHC)
and the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) but the Chief Justice
of the Apex Court welcomed him
which was regrettable. He pointed out
that Rana Sanaullah was also arrested
but no attacks were made on the
state's assets whereas the apex court
and IHC condemned these attacks but
he (Imran Khan) did not. He men-
tioned that politics had no end of
word for dialogue but the time had
passed.

Trial of PTI protestors in mily
courts: MPs draw mixed opinion

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Interior Rana
Sanaullah on Tuesday crit-
icized Pakistan Tehreek e
Insaf (PTI) for training
dozens of people to dam-
age public property and
targeting security institu-
tions.

Talking to a private
news channel programme,
he said that involving
Afghan people in ransack-
ing public property was a

matter of serious concern.
He said the government
will take action against the
lawbreakers. The minister
said the punishment would
be rewarded to those guilty
of a crime. He said Imran’s
party had trained the peo-
ple a year back for attack-
ing public and security
places.

He said that planning
was made by Imran’s party
well before time to attack

security and public institu-
tionsand added that some
people who are guilty of
criminal acts had been
apprehended by law inves-
tigation departments. In
reply to a question, he
accused Imran's party of
evolving strategy before
coming into power for
spreading anarchy in this
country. “We will not spare
any law violators, “ he
warned.

Rana flays Imran’s party

Shafi Ullah

MINGORA: One girl stu-
dent killed while five other
injured including a teacher
due to policeman firing out-
side a private school at
Sangota area of distric
Swat, on Tuesday.
According to details, two
girls are in critical condi-
tion while the policeman
who opened firing has been
arrested.

Regional Police Officer
Malakand alon with
District Police Officer Swat
visited Saidu Teaching
Hospital and meet the
injured girls in the incident,
they reiterated their deter-

mination to fulfill the
demands of justice. The
deceased student identified
as Roma 10 years of age,
resident of Char Bagh, was
killed on the spot.
However, policeman identi-
fied as constable Alam
Khan resident of Islampur,
who was posted outside a
private school in Sangota.

The injured students
identified as Rahiba,
Warish, Nahid and Hureen
while the victims belong to
Swat were seriously injured
and were rushed to Saidu
Sharif Hospital for medical
assistance. After the inci-
dent, the officials of
Manglawar police station

arrested the police consta-
ble Alam Khan who fired
on the students.

After the incident, RPO
Malakand Region Nasir
Mehmood Sati and District
Police Officer Shafiullah
Gandapur have ordered an
investigation into the inci-
dent in this regard. They
said that special investiga-
tion team has been formed
which is investigating.
DPO swat Shafi Ullah vis-
ited Saidu Teaching
Hospital and meet the
injured students. He issued
orders to the hospital
administration to provide
all facilities to the injured
students.

Cop firing outside girl’s
school kills one, 5 injured

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: A delega-
tion of leaders of Pakistan
Peoples Party Azad
Kashmir called on the
Chairman PPP and Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari. Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari was app-
rised by the leaders of PPP
Azad Kashmir about India's
holding of G20 conference
in Occupied Srinagar. The
Advisor to the Prime
Minister on Kashmir Aff-
airs, Qamar Zaman Kaira

accompanied the Chairman
PPP on the occasion.

Chairman PPP was
briefed that holding of G20
conference in occupied
Srinagar by India is unac-
ceptable for Kashmiris. The
PPP AJK leaders invited
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari to visit Muzaff-
arabad and Bagh during the
G20 conference in
Occupied Kashmir to pres-
ent the case of Kashmiris
all over the world.

Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said

that the case of Kashmir is
at the top of his priorities
and accepted the invitation
of PPP Azad Kashmir lead-
ers to visit Bagh and
Muzaffarabad. He will take
all political parties into
confidence regarding the
G20 conference in
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

Chairman FM Bilawal
will meet the refugees on
the invitation of PPP Azad
Kashmir and will also
have contacts with the
civil society.

PPP Azad Kashmir
leaders calls on Bilawal

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr Arif Alvi on Tuesday
directed two private banks
to refund an amount of Rs
564,469 to three victims of
bank fraud in cases of
online funds transfers and
fraudulent ATM transac-
tions. The President gave
these directions while
deciding on three separate
representations filed by
Allied Bank Ltd (ABL),
United Bank Ltd (UBL),
and a citizen against three
different verdicts of the
Banking Mohtasib (BM).

The complainants named
Muhammad Saleem Zafar,
Hidayatullah, and Ghulam
Muhammad maintained
separate accounts with
ABL in Lahore, UBL in
District Karak, and ABL in
Peshawar respectively.
Zafar, on receiving a call
from a number similar to
ABL’s helpline, shared his
banking information with
the caller who introduced
himself as the bank’s repre-
sentative. Similarly,
Hidayatullah lost Rs
170,969 to some unknown
person using UBL Digital
App even though he had
neither requested for
Electronic Funds Transfer
(EFT) Facility nor had he
ever used it.

Ghulam Muhammad

lost Rs 45,000 when his
card was captured by an
ATM machine and he later
found out that some fraud-
sters got hold of his card
through deception, con-
ducted ATM transactions,
and withdrew funds from
his account unauthorized-
ly. The complainants
approached the banks for
relief but in vain. Feeling
aggrieved, they separately
approached the Banking
Mohtasib (BM) which in
the cases of Zafar and
Hidayatullah directed them
to refund the lost amounts
to them whereas in the
case of Ghulam
Muhammad, BM directed
them to close the com-
plaint. The cases were later
referred to the president
through separate represen-
tations, who directed the
banks to pay the defrauded
amount to all three victims
of bank fraud.

The president in his
decisions observed that in
the cases of Zafar and
Hidayatullah, the respec-
tive banks had opened EFT
Facility by default without
the consent and knowledge
of the customers, which
was in violation of the State
Bank of Pakistan’s
rules/regulations and the
Payment System and
Electronic Fund Transfer
(EFT) Act, 2007. He noted

that the complainants had
not requested the opening
of such channels and the
banks could not produce
any evidence with regard to
the full disclosure of terms
of fund transfer in a clear
manner as stipulated in the
EFT Act 2007. He upheld
the decisions of the
Banking Mohtasib that
since malpractice and mal-
administration on the part
of banks had been estab-
lished, therefore, the banks
were liable to make good
the loss of Rs 348,500 and
Rs 170,969 to the cus-
tomers.

In the case of Ghulam
Muhammad, the president
observed that it was proved
unambiguously that the
card was captured and later
on some swindlers got hold
of his card through their
sleight of hands/deception
from the ATM. He said that
it was the primary responsi-
bility of the bank to protect
the interests of the deposi-
tors optimally and recently
representations of similar
nature filed by banks were
rejected, therefore, justice
demanded consistency in
cases of similar nature. The
president, therefore, reject-
ed the decision of Banking
Mohtasib to close the case
and directed ABL to pay Rs
45,000 to the victim of
fraud.

Bank fraud victims

Alvi directs banks to
refund over Rs 0.5m

President Dr Arif Alvi

Ihave been thinking whether my
interest in politics is because of
nature (my genes) or nurture

(experiences). In undivided India,
my father was the President of the
Nainital Muslim League. He was
arrested immediately after parti-
tion and spent six months in jail on
fabricated charges of 'anti-state'
activities and was only released
when my mother wrote to
Jawaharlal Nehru who was my
father's patient.

The earliest memory of my life is
that of a three-year-old. We used to
live, in the clinic of my father facing
Victoria Road in Karachi directly
across Paradise Cinema. The students
were protesting on the road on
January 9 1953. Suddenly, there was
commotion and shots were fired. My
father (and I observing from between
his legs) watched from the balcony.
Tear gas shells and, immediately
thereafter, real bullets were fired. I
remember seeing a body slumped on
the road. An inspector warned my
father to go inside. That's all I
remember. Reflecting on it today, it
was a story of hubris that has been
repeated throughout our history.

Protesting students were pushed

aside by a flag-carrying automobile
whose occupant was Minister of
Interior Mr Mushtaq Gurmani. That
is when the firing started. Gurmani
lost consciousness because of tear gas
and was lifted away. Sadly and crim-
inally, 26 students were killed. The
first to lose his life was a young boy
scout, Nainsuk Lal, who was tender-
ing to a bullet-injured student protest-
er. The entire city joined the protest
and life was paralysed. Public proper-
ty was damaged including Gurmani's
car. During the negotiations that fol-
lowed, peace was restored on the
appeal of a student leader Kazim, not
on the request of the government. Did
we learn anything?

The next year in 1954 in memory
of those killed, a convention was held
in Katrak Hall. Mr A K Brohi, then a
Minister was supposed to speak.
Gurmani felt insulted the year before,
he was also against negotiations that
had brought peace, and his hubris and
ego was yearning for revenge. Brohi
arrived, but a planned pandemonium
was started with plain clothes people
along with arranged gangsters mixing
among the students unknown to them.
The peace squad among students was
led by Dr Adeeb Rizvi (of SIUT
today).

Our long history of labelling par-

ties and leaders as traitors and anti-
state dates back to 1951 when the
Rawalpindi Conspiracy case was ini-
tiated. Those arrested included Faiz
Ahmed Faiz, Maj. Gen. Akbar Khan,
Sajjad Zaheer and Capt. Zafarullah
Poshni (who recently died and has
written an excellent book 'Prison
Interlude' a memoir of those days). A
special law was passed to try them.
All were sentenced but then released
after four years of imprisonment
when an Appeals Court declared the
allegations to be totally false. I sim-
ply cannot imagine Faiz Sahib, and
the army personnel of that time to be
traitors.

I move forward to Fatima Jinnah's
burial in 1965. She was maligned as a
candidate and was labelled as anti-
state when she contested against
President Ayub Khan. When she died,
my father and I as a young matricu-
late, were at her funeral. A huge
crowd was there. Because of a few
isolated slogans, tear gas was fired
right into the centre of the huge but
peaceful crowd, that turned violent.
We never learnt.

Mujeeb was called a traitor follow-
ing Agartala Conspiracy Case. Ayub
Khan refused to invite him to the
Round Table Conference (RTC) in
1969 but relented when the opposi-

tion insisted. The RTC collapsed in a
couple of days because of the clear
inability of the politicians to reach a
deal. However, many politicians in
East Pakistan were dubbed traitors
and the rest is history. Imagine our
desperation, when hubris had spec-
tacularly failed, that before Mujeeb
was released, Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto went to meet him in prison
and urged him to consider a loose
confederation.

Hyderabad conspiracy case was
instituted in 1975 by PM Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Shaheed in which National
Awami Party (NAP) was banned. Its
entire leadership including Wali
Khan, Bizenjo, Ataullah Mengal,
Khair Bakhsh Marri, Najam Sethi
and Habib Jalib were arrested and
tried for treason. The 3rd
Amendment was passed hurriedly to
give a very broad definition to anti-
state activities. I remember reading
an excellent 40-page patriotic rejoin-
der of Mr Wali Khan on the allega-
tions of treason. Were the above trai-
tors? We should also not forget that
in July 1977, when politicians
delayed the conclusion of negotia-
tions, it provided an excuse for an 11-
year-long take-over that was painful
in all respects.

Many experiments have been con-

ducted and many somersaults taken
in our political processes, for exam-
ple, the 'creation' of political parties,
the creation of their anti-dotes, then
destroying them, then creating 'Pro-
Pakistan' alternates, then destroying
them too. Suppression, then appease-
ment, then accommodation - policies
emerging from the thinking of who-
ever was in power, rather than
through a serious, broad-based, inclu-
sive strategic process.

Where do we go from here? I urge
everybody to take a deep breath. I
will stick my neck out as I have learnt
from experience and history both, and
state that no political party today has
ever been anti-Pakistan or that it com-
prises of traitors. Excesses have been
committed by all during our history,
out of frustrations including during
the MRD. When all avenues are
closed, anger in all its dimensions is
the only route left which then colours
the national landscape into a lethal
red.

I have urged all stakeholders to
'Think Again', and have even gifted a
book of the same title by Adam Grant
to many of them. An outstanding
example of today is the remarkable
peace achieved between Iran and
Saudi Arabia. A great achievement of
their leaders, kudos to HH

Mohammad bin Salman and Irani
leadership along with the positive
role played by our friend China. This
signifies a major reversal of thinking
by these great leaders, who would go
down in history for ending decades of
animosity.

Can we find a similar greatness in
our leadership? I personally know
there are many on all sides of the
spectrum, including in the establish-
ment, but everyday events and hot
exchanges between them fogs their
perception into dangerous arguments,
even unrealistic questions are floated
like, 'Are you with Pakistan or against
Pakistan?'.

The first and last thing elders
would say would be to cool down,
learn from the past, and save the fam-
ily. Our friends who have a clear view
from outside are urging us too. Those
nations achieve greatness which learn
from history. Those who don't, are
forgettable dots in the sands of time. I
have been urging all that we desper-
ately need to find a solution. I am
confident that Inshallah, better sense
will prevail and with the spirit of for-
giveness (?? ???) we will succeed in
sorting out our disputes. A lot of work
is to be done, and many golden chap-
ters are to be written. Long Live
Pakistan!

Hubris & egos or humility & wisdom what should prevail?

Khursheed
demands for

filing reference
against CJP

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Water
Resources Syed Khursheed
Ahmad Shah on Tuesday
demanded of the
Parliament to file a refer-
ence against Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Umar
Atta Bandial before the
Supreme Court Judicial
Council (SCJC).

In response to Al-Qadir
Trust case, role of judiciary
and attacking the sensitive
state institutions, the minis-
ter said Pakistan People
Partly (PPP) also strongly
protested the judicial
killing of Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto but did not attack
any government facilities.
Even on the martyrdom of
Benazir Bhutto, the gov-
ernment installations were
not damaged, he added. He
said the CJP was fully
aware of the corruption in
Al-Qadir Trust case. The
amount in Al-Qadir Trust
was to be deposited in the
Supreme Court, he added.

Has any judge ever said
welcome and good luck to
the accused, the minister
questioned? However, he
said 450 kanals of land was
purchase in Jhelum in lieu
off the said amount, The
land was first transferred in
the name of Zulfi Bukhari
and then Imran Khan and
his wife, he added.

The minister said it was
decided to build a building
on the land at a cost of Rs
800 million. A deal was
made to transfer the
amount illegally from
Britain to Pakistan, he said.
He said Pakistan was our
country and we have to
solve our problems togeth-
er. Parliament was func-
tioning under the constitu-
tion and they would not
allow anyone to make deci-
sions by bypassing the
august house, he said. The
minister also demanded
that the elections be
announced on October 13.
India would be more happy
over attack on military
installations by the protest-
ers, he added. He said
Israeli supporters were also
happy over the current situ-
ation in Pakistan. Hakeem
Saeed, Dr. Israr had also
warned that Imran Khan
was being prepared against
Pakistan, he added.

IHC extends
Imran’s bail
in two cases

LAHORE (PPI): The
Islamabad High Court
Tuesday extended the inter-
im bail of former premier
PTI Chairman Imran Khan
in two cases till June 8.
IHC Chief Justice, Justice
Aamer Farooq heard the
petitions filed by Imran
Khan seeking interim bail
in two cases pertaining to
levelling allegations
against top officers of state
institutions and manhan-
dling of PML-N leader
Mohsin Ranjha by PTI
workers.

At the outset of the hear-
ing, Imran’s lawyer
Barrister Gohar submitted a
request seeking PTI chief’s
exemption from the court
appearance. The chief jus-
tice remarked that the con-
tempt case has also been
fixed for hearing today. The
CJ inquired whether a case
has been registered against
making the arrest from the
court premises or not. To
which, Islamabad advocate
general replied that the
detailed order of the
Supreme Court has not yet
been released. The AG said
that the Supreme Court has
declared the high court
contempt order null and
void.


