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Khadijah Shah sent to jail

LAHORE (PPI): In connection with the
Gulberg plaza arson case. fashion design-
er Khadijah Shah on Monday was sent to
jail on judicial remand by the Anti-
Terrorism Court of Lahore. Gulberg police
station had registered a case in arson and
vandalism on a plaza in Gulberg, Lahore.
The PTI’s incarcerated women activists,
including Shah, Sanam Javed, and Aliya
Hamza, had filed bail pleas in the court in
the Jinnah House attack case on June 10.

Shehryar sent on physical remand

RAWALPINDI (INP): An anti-terror-
ism court (ATC) in Rawalpindi has
sent Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader and former minister Shehryar
Afridi to jail on five-day physical
remand. The PTI leader was pro-
duced before the court in GHQ attack
case. Earlier on Monday, Afridi was
sent to Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail by a
district and sessions court in a case
related to May 9 riots.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairing a meeting regarding human
smuggling and the recent capsizing of a boat in the Mediterranean near Greece.

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
on Wednesday granted ad-
interim protective bail to
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan till July 3 in senior
advocate Abdul Razzaq
Shar murder case.

The division bench,
comprising Justice Ali
Baqar Najafi and Justice
Muhammad Amjad Rafiq,
heard the petition filed by
the PTI chairman for the
protective bail.

The PTI chairman Imran
Khan appeared before the
bench during the proceed-
ings. The counsel for Imran
advanced arguments in
favour of bail and requested
for grant of protective bail to
enable his client to appear in
the relevant court.However,
Additional Advocate General
Punjab Ghulam Sarwar
Nihung opposed the bail plea
and requested the bench for

its dismissal. Subsequently,
the court, after hearing argu-
ments of the parties, granted
protective bail to Imran Khan
till July 3. Senior advocate
Abdul Razzaq Shar was
killed at airport road in Quetta
on June 6. Imran Khan and
others had been nominated as
accused in the case.

May-9 vandalism: ATC
grants interim bail to
Imran Khan in two cases:
An anti-terrorism court
(ATC) on Wednesday
granted interim bail to
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan till July 7 in two
May-9 vandalism cases.

The court ordered the PTI
chairman to furnish surety
bonds of Rs 100,000 in both
cases to avail the relief and
join the investigations. ATC
Judge Ijaz Ahmad Buttar
heard bail petitions filed by
the PTI leader in both cases.
Imran Khan along with his

counsel appeared before the
court during the proceedings.

Imran Khan had
approached the court for
bail after issuance of his
non-bailable arrest war-
rants in both cases, a day
earlier, on an application of
the investigation officer.
The investigation officer
had pleaded with the court
to issue non-bailable arrest
warrants of Imran Khan
and other 6 accused as they
were hiding to avoid the
arrest. Naseerabad police
and Model Town police had
registered cases against the
PTI leaders on charges of
setting a container on fire at
Kalma Chowk and
Vandalism at PML-N office
in Model Town, during
May-9 vandalism. The
cases were registered under
section 149, 436, 427, 186,
353, 324, 109 of Pakistan
Penal code and section 7 of
Anti-Terrorism Act 1997.

LHC grants protective bail to
Imran Khan in lawyer murder case

F.P. Report

RAWALPIND: General Sahir
Shamshad Mirza, Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCsSC),
is on an official visit to China from
18-22 June 2023 as head of delega-
tion for Pakistan-China Defence and
Security Talks.

During the visit, CJCsSC met
Chinese Chief of Joint Staff
Department, General Liu Zhenli.

During the meeting both sides
reviewed ongoing bilateral defence
cooperation between China and
Pakistan. CJCsSC reiterated that
Pakistan-China friendship is highly
valued and deeply rooted in the hearts
and minds of Pakistani people. He
also said that not only have the mili-
tary relations of the two countries
withstood test of time, but also high-
level cooperation in defense and
training has progressed well.

CJCsSC also held wide-ranging
bilateral meetings with high rank-
ing civil and military dignitaries
including Mr Qin Gang, Chinese
State Councilor, Foreign Minister,
Mr. Chen Wenqing and other key
military & government officials.
Both sides re-affirmed commit-
ment; that being "Iron Brothers"
and "All Weather Friends", Pakistan
and China would continue to forge
deeper strategic ties.

Pakistan, China vow to 
forge deeper strategic ties

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday
instructed PTI’s leaders
Shah Mehmood Qureshi
and Asad Umar to appear
in personal capacity on
Thursday in their bail
petitions. 

The court said that it
couldn’t hear the bail peti-
tions of the accused with-
out their appearances as
their bail cases already
had been dismissed by the
lower court. 

Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir heard the
interim bail petitions of
Asad Umar and Shah
Mehmood Qureshi in a case
registered by Tarnol Police

Station with regard to the
incidents of May 9. The
petitioners had stated that
the police had registered
cases to pressurize and
humiliate them, adding that
they were ready to join the
investigation into the matter.
Petitioners’ lawyer Ali
Bokhari Advocate said that
Qureshi and Umar had
reached outside the court
premises, adding that there
was a risk of their arrest if
they came out from the
vehicle. The court ques-
tioned that whether there
was any precedent when an
accused was given interim
bail without appearance.
The lawyer prayed the court
to grant protective bail to his

clients so that they could
appear. 

Justice Tahir said that the
lower court had already dis-
missed pre-arrest bails of
the two petitioners and in
such circumstances they
couldn’t be given bails with-
out attendance. The law was
very clear about it, he said. 

The court adjourned
hearing of the case till
tomorrow and said that it
would hear the bail case if
the accused appeared in
person. It may be men-
tioned here that a lower
court had terminated the
bail petitions of PTI’s lead-
ers on June 20, after which
both the accused escaped
from the court premises.

IHC instructs Qureshi,
Umar to appear in bail cases

LAHORE (PPI): Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Wednesday arrested for-
mer Punjab chief minister Pervaiz
Elahi in a money laundering case.

The FIA team produced Pervaiz
Elahi before a court in Lahore and
demanded his 14-day physical remand.
The FIAhad registered a new first infor-
mation report (FIR) against Pervaiz
Elahi on the charge of money launder-
ing through five companies. The FIA
also nominated Pervaiz Elahi’s son
Moonis Elahi, Jibran and others in this
case. However, Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
approached the Lahore High Court
(LHC) for protective bail and the details
of the cases against him. The FIA,
police and others were made respon-
dents in the petition filed by Elahi.

"Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi is a former
Punjab chief minister. Cases were being
registered against him on political
grounds,” it was stated in the petition.
The court was requested to provide the
details of the cases against Pervaiz Elahi

and grant him protective bail in the
money laundering case. It is to be noted
here that Pervaiz Elahi had not been
released despite bail from a special anti-
terrorism court in Lahore on Tuesday.

On Tuesday last, a special anti-terror-
ism court in Lahore had approved the
post-arrest bail of PTI Central President
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi in a case per-
taining to making illegal appointments.
The court had accepted the bail applica-
tion of the former Punjab chief minister
and former Punjab Assembly secretary
coordination Rai Mumtaz in illegal
recruitments case in lieu of surety bonds
of Rs1 million each.

Special Judge Anti-Corruption Ali
Raza Awan read out the verdict he had
reserved earlier. Lahore Bar President
Rana Intezar represented Pervaiz Elahi
in the case. While giving his argu-
ments, Special Prosecutor Abdus
Sammad from Anti-Corruption
Establishment said that the former
chief minister and others had given

grade-17 jobs to 12 candidates in the
Punjab Assembly despite the fact that
they had failed to pass the written test.

“There are clear proofs that the
record and the documents had been
tampered with,” he said, and added,
“The candidate securing just eight
marks was accommodated while the
one getting 58 marks was overlooked.”
On June 4, a Lahore district court had
sent Pervaiz Elahi on 14-day judicial
remand while rejecting the Anti-
Corruption Establishment’s (ACE)
request for his physical remand. An
ACE spokesperson then told the media
that Pervaiz Elahi allegedly recruited
12 Grade-17 officers in the Punjab
Assembly against merit. Pervaiz Elahi
was first arrested on June 1 after police
raided his Lahore residence twice after
an anti-corruption court dismissed his
pre-arrest bail in a case pertaining to
irregularities in development projects
launched during his term as the Punjab
chief minister. 

FIA arrests Elahi in 
money laundering case

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
President Dr Arif Alvi has
approved the appointment
of Justice Qazi Faiz Isa as
the next Chief Justice of
Pakistan and he will take
charge of his office after the
retirement of the incumbent
CJP. In a couple of tweets
uploaded on Wednesday on
Presidency’s official
Twitter handle, President
Alvi said the appointment
will be effective from
September 17, 2023 with
the retirement of Justice
Umar Atta Bandial.

The current Chief Justice
of Pakistan, Justice Umar
Atta Bandial, will attain the
age of retirement on
September 16, 2023 under
Article 179 of the
Constitution. The President
appointed the new Chief
Justice of Pakistan under
Article 175A-3 of the
Constitution. The President
will take the oath of office
from Justice Qazi Faiz Isa
on September 17, 2023.

Born on October 26,

1959 in Quetta, Justice
Qazi Faez Isa is the son of
the late Qazi Mohammad
Isa of Pishin and the grand-
son of Qazi Jalaluddin, the
Prime Minister of Kalat
State. Justice Isa was called
to the Bar of England and
Wales (Middle Temple,
1982) and enrolled as an
advocate of the Balochistan
High Court and as an advo-
cate of the Supreme Court
from Balochistan. He prac-
tised law for over 27 years
before all the High Courts
of Pakistan, the Federal
Shariat Court and the
Supreme Court of Pakistan.

He became a member
of the Balochistan High
Court Bar Association,
Sindh High Court Bar
Association and Life
Member of the Supreme
Court Bar Association of
Pakistan. Before Justice
Isa’s elevation to the
High Court he was a sen-
ior partner and head of
litigation in one of
Pakistan’s leading law

firms. He rendered his
services as amicus curiae
when called upon by the
High Courts and Supreme
Court of Pakistan and had
also conducted interna-
tional arbitrations.

He also served on the
boards of the largest bank
of Pakistan, the Security
and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
and of the Qauid-e-Azam
Mazaar Management
Board. After the procla-
mation of emergency of
November 3, 2007, he
elected not to appear
before judges who had
violated their oath.
Subsequently, after the
Supreme Court declared
the action of November 3,
2007 constitutional, all
the then judges of the
High Court of Balochistan
tendered their resignation,
and on August 5, 2009
Justice Isa was directly
elevated to the position of
Chief Justice of the High
Court of Balochistan.

President appoints
Justice Qazi Faiz Isa

as next CJP

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday
directed the Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah to
supervise the investigation
and formulate necessary
legislative proposals
regarding complete preven-
tion of human trafficking.
He also directed the investi-
gation committee regarding
the Greece shipwreck inci-
dent to finalize its proceed-
ings and present its report
as soon as possible.

A highly level meeting
with respect to the Greece
boat incident was held here
under the Chairmanship of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif. Expressing anger over
the incident, the prime minis-
ter questioned why the crimi-
nal activities of human smug-
gling could not be timely
stopped. He asked why con-
crete preventive measures
were not taken despite
repeatedly happenings of
such kind of incidents.

The prime minister
directed the relevant
authorities to bring all those
responsible for human
smuggling to justice as
soon as possible. Federal
Ministers Rana Sanaullah,
Marriyum Aurangzeb,
Special Assistant to Prime
Minister Tariq Fatimi, DG
FIA, Chief Secretary Azad
Jammu and Kashmir and
other relevant high officials
were present in the meet-
ing. On June 14, a boat
sank in the Mediterranean
Sea near Greece, in which
104 people have been res-
cued alive, out of which 12

are from Pakistan.
So far, a total of 79 bodies

have been recovered from
the sea. The meeting was
told that the coordination
cell established in the
Ministry of Interior was
working 24 hours, where
families of the missing per-
sons can contact anytime.
The meeting was informed
that after the incident, a total
of 10 FIRs had been regis-
tered while 15 people had
been arrested, including the
main accused of the inci-
dent. It was told that an
organized network from dif-
ferent countries is involved
in human trafficking.

The Prime Minister
directed the FIA to prompt-
ly complete the detailed
investigation of the matter
and to take effective meas-
ures to prevent it. The
Prime Minister also direct-
ed the Commissioner
Gujranwala to identify the
agents involved in the
heinous act of human traf-
ficking in Gujranwala dis-
trict and bring them to jus-
tice immediately. The
prime minister directed the
relevant institutions to
remain in constant contact
with the families of the vic-
tims. He also directed the
Pakistani embassy in
Greece to stay in touch with
the Greek authorities
regarding the incident. 

PM for increasing FDI
to $5b through SIFC:
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday said
with the help of the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), the imme-

diate task was to increase
the Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in the
country up to $5 billion He
said he had fervently advo-
cated a unified approach to
steer the country out of the
economic challenges on a
path to sustainable growth.

“Employing a whole-of-
t h e - t h e - g o v e r n m e n t
approach, the coalition
government has decided to
set up a Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
with a mandate to frame
economic policies that
ensure policy predictability,
continuity and effective
implementation to revive
the economy”, the prime
minister said in a tweet. He
said by virtue of its compo-
sition, the SIFC will serve
as a top decision-making
forum to push through fun-
damental reforms in the
structure of the economy.
To begin with, he said the
forum will focus on lever-
aging key sectors such as
IT, agriculture, energy,
minerals and mining, and
defence production.

“Attracting investment
from friendly countries
remains one of the key
goals of the SIFC,” he
added. Shehbaz Sharif said
the need for a representa-
tive forum like the SIFC
has long been felt, given
the scale of the economic
challenges caused by inter-
nal and external factors. He
said the textbook approach
to deal with a unique set of
problems is not workable
anymore. Hence all the
more reason to leverage

collective wisdom to kick-
start the economy to make
it self-reliant, export-driv-
en, and robust, capable of
withstanding external
shocks and upheavals.
“Creative ideas offer the
solution to our economic
problems,” he added.

PM leaves for France
to participate in New
Global Financing Pact
Summit: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday left
for a two-day official visit
to France at the invitation
of French President
Emmanuel Macron.

During his visit, he will
participate in the New
Global Financing Pact
Summit being held in Paris.
The Summit will prove to
be an opportunity for the
leaders to discuss the con-
tours of a new global archi-
tecture capable of meeting
the challenges of financing
sustainable development,
environment, energy transi-
tion and climate change
agenda. The Prime Minister
will address the Summit as
leading stakeholder of G-77
and head of the one of the
largest developing coun-
tries most affected by cli-
mate change. He will pres-
ent Pakistan's perspective
and proposals for reform of
International Financial
Institutions, climate
finance, green infrastruc-
ture, attainment of the
SDGs and solutions related
to debt. He will also hold
bilateral meetings with
other world leaders on the
sidelines of the Summit.

PM directs for ensuring
complete prevention 
of human trafficking

Nawaz to announce
schedule of his return

after consultation 
with party

LONDON (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) supremo,
Nawaz Sharif will
announce schedule of his
return after consultation
with party leadership. The
PML-N has suggested of
activating over a million
people for historical wel-
come of Nawaz Sharif
from London. Majority of
the PML-N leaders want
the party supremo to land
at Lahore Airport. The
PML-N workers from
across the country would
be given task to reach
Lahore for welcoming
their leader. Consultation
in this connection was
underway with party lead-
ership and Nawaz Sharif
has sought the details
regarding the candidates. 

Greece boat tragedy

Count of missing
Pakistanis rises

GUJRANWALA (INP): A
heartbreaking incident
unfolded as the number of
missing individuals in the
Greece boat accident
surged to 111, sources
said quoting Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA) reports. As per the
FIA reports, the number
of missing persons in the
region has been increased
to 111, the majority of the
missing persons are based
from Gujrat and
Gujranwala. To facilitate
the identification process,
the efforts are now under-
way to collect DNA sam-
ples from the affected
families.

The FIA, along with
other relevant authorities,
is actively involved in
coordinating the efforts
to bring closure to the
grieving families. The
number of registered
cases in the missing per-
sons in boat accident has
increased to 31, where a
total of 23 cases were
registered in Gujranwala
and eight in Gujarat.
Meanwhile, the law
enforcers apprehended
thirteen human smug-
glers, believed to be con-
nected to the tragic inci-
dent in which seven were
arrested from
Gujranwala, while the
remaining six were
arrested from Gujarat.

May 9 Vandalism

Ghulam Sarwar
held with son,

nephew
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader and former
federal minister Ghulam
Sarwar was arrested on
Wednesday along with
son and a nephew. 

Police said that
Ghulam Sarwar was
detained from house of
his friend in Islamabad
along with son former
MNA Mansoor Hayat and
former Ammar Siddique. 

All three PTI leaders
were wanted in damaging
the public and private insti-
tutions and property in
Taxila on May 9, in reaction
of detention of PTI chief. 

KARACHI (NNI): The
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
has observed the 70th birth
anniversary of former prime
minister Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto on Wednesday. 

Ceremonies have been
held in various parts of the
country where cakes were
cut to mark the day. A cere-
mony was held at the Sindhi
Adabi Board in Jamshoro
district. PPP’s senior leader
and board chairman
Makhdoom Saeeduz Zaman
and Board of Governors
member Sarfaraz Raja cut
the birthday cake. 

Born in Karachi on June
21, 1953, into a wealthy
landlord Sindhi family, who
was politically influential

also, Benazir was assassinat-
ed on Dec 27, 2007, in
Rawalpindi. 

Her father Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto was elected prime
minister in 1973, her grand-
father Sir Shahnawaz was
deewan (prime minister) of
erstwhile state of Junagarh
and great grandfather
Ghulam Murtaza Bhutto was
a big landlord of Larkana.
Benazir studied at Harvard
University and the
University of Oxford where
she was president of the
Oxford Union. 

She served as the 11th and
13th prime minister from
1988 to 1990 and from 1993
to 1996. She was the first
woman elected to head a

democratic government in a
Muslim-majority country. 

In his message, her son
Bilawal pledged to follow
her philosophy for the
supremacy of the constitu-
tion and parliament. 

According to a statement,
the PPP chairman paid trib-
ute to the first elected
woman prime minister of
the Islamic world on her
70th birth anniversary and
said that Dukhtar-e-Mashriq
(Daughter of the East) was a
ray of light for the nation
trapped in darkness. “I
assure the nation that if the
people give the mandate to
our party in the upcoming
general elections, the PPP
government will also create

ample employment opportu-
nities in the country, just
like it was done during the
governments of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto,”
he said.

Bilawal said Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto was truly a
history-making personality
and a movement, adding
that if the plant of democ-
racy is growing in the
country today, it is the fruit
of the long and tireless
struggle and sacrifices of
Benazir Bhutto. He pointed
out that Shaheed
Mohtarma played a key
role in strengthening dem-
ocratic institutions in the
country and the promotion
of equality in society. 

PPP marks 70th birth 
anniversary of Benazir Bhutto
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LAHORE: A delegation of Indian Sikh pilgrims are coming to Pakistan via Wagah borde to join the
death anniversary of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh. 

KARACHI (APP): Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab has said
that the development works of roads
and stormwater drains are going on in
various areas under the Karachi Mega
Project, which will be completed as
soon as possible. 

On visiting Allama Rashid Turabi
Road, Shahrah Humayun, Shahrah
Noor Jahan and Shadman Nala, he
said works which were urgently need-
ed in the city have been prioritized
keeping the convenience of the citi-
zens. Deputy Mayor Karachi Salman
Abdullah Murad was also with him,
Project Director on this occasion
briefed Mayor Karachi about details
of the projects included in the mega
project. Barrister Murtaza Wahab
said that Allama Rashid Turabi Road
is three and a half kilometre long.

Here first the drain work is being
done, after that, the road will be car-
peted, this road is from Ziauddin
Hospital to Landi Kotal Chowrangi
and from Landi Kotal to People's
Chowrangi, he said. He said that it
will be carpeted from Ziauddin
Hospital to People's Chowrangi.
Later, Mayor Karachi Barrister
Murtaza Wahab visited Shahrah
Humayun, where after the completion
of the construction of the Storm water
drain, the 20 km long road is now
being carpeted. 

Barrister Murtaza Wahab, on the
occasion of his visit to Shahrah-e-
Noor Jahan, inspected the construc-
tion of the road from Asghar Ali
Shah Chowk to Qalandria Chowk,
where the work of drain is in
progress in the remaining part of the

road, after which carpeting of other
parts will be done. At the end of his
visit, the Mayor Karachi inspected
the development works on the
Shadman Nala where the accident
took place last year. 

He said in order to secure this
place in the coming rainy season
directives were issued to officers that
all the works should be completed at
a fast speed for the convenience of
the citizens and such a strategy
should be adopted during the devel-
opment works that the traffic on the
sides should not be affected.

He said that the process of contin-
uous monitoring of the development
work in the city started so that the
development works in the city prove
sustainable and the citizens benefit
from them for a long time.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh Chief
Secretary Dr. Sohail Rajput has said that
the government was going to establish
an Information Technology University
for which land has been allotted. He was
addressing a program hosted by the
Alumni Association Government
College University Hyderabad (GCUH)
Karachi chapter at Arts Council of
Pakistan Karachi, said a spokesperson
of the Association on Wednesday. 

Sohail Rajput, who himself studied
at GCUH, said that the government
college got the status of a university
due to the efforts of Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah.

Currently, there were many opportu-
nities in the IT field and a lot of for-
eign exchange could be earned
through this sector. He proposed that
the Association should become a
strong platform and establish a fund
by which scholarships could be given
to the deserving students of the
College. Justice (retd) Ameer Hani
Muslim said that the students study-
ing in Government College,
Hyderabad had excelled in various
fields and achieved prominent posi-
tions in their respective departments. 

He called for the need of a good law
college in the public sector for which

they are ready to offer their services
free of charge. He appreciated the
efforts of the Association and assured
all possible support. 

Abdul Rahman Rajput, President of
the Alumni Association, thanked the
Sindh government and the chief minis-
ter and said that their support for the
government college was valuable. 

We are trying to continue to play
our role in its development, he
added. Amin Yusuf, Secretary of
Karachi chapter, shed light on the
future programs and said that the
chapter of Alumni Association had
been fully activated. 

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy
observed World
Hydrography Day (WHD)
with enthusiasm and with an
aim to create awareness on
the importance of hydrogra-
phy and its role towards blue
economy and ultimately
national growth.

WHD is celebrated
worldwide on 21 June every
year to appreciate the work
done in the field of hydrog-
raphy to support safe navi-
gation at open seas, ports
and other protected marine
areas. Every year a specific
theme related to contribu-
tion of hydrography in
world maritime affairs is

orchestrated by
International Hydrographic
Organisation (IHO). This
year, the theme of WHD is
"Hydrography - underpin-
ning the digital twin of the
ocean". Digital twin is a
high resolution, near real
time virtual representation
of the ocean which will help
in informed decision mak-
ing by policy makers/ scien-
tists based on trustable pre-
dictions of the ocean's future
behaviour. Pakistan Navy
being the sole proprietor of
the national hydrographic
domain celebrates this day
every year to underscore the
significance of hydrography
towards all marine and mar-
itime related activities. 

Pakistan Navy
marks World

Hydrography Day 

‘Development works being executed
under Karachi Mega Project’

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Assembly Speaker
Raja Pervez Ashraf
Wednesday said that the
first ever Summer
Internship Program for
Young Citizen in National
Assembly of Pakistan
would provide an opportu-
nity to young generation in
form of a first-hand experi-
ence of legislative proce-
dure. He further stated that
democracy entailed that
Elected Parliamentary
Representatives of people
should make joint efforts to
achieve prosperity.

The speaker also said
that democracy was the
only effective way of gov-
ernance. In addition, he
stated that Pakistan was
destined to progress and its
young generation would
lead the country onto the
path of progress. While
emphasizing the need to
bridge the gap between
young generation and
Parliament, he said,
"Parliament is a place
where political leaders
work day and night to
change the fate of nation." 

He further said that
Shaheed Mohtrama
Benazir Bhutto struggled
and sacrificed her life for
democracy. 

Moreover, he said that
she fought bravely against
forces of tyranny and con-

tinued her struggle
against dictatorship till
her last breath. 

He remarked that it was
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
who gave right of vote to
our young generation.

The speaker also con-
demned the recent vandal-
ism and desecration of
monuments dedicated to
nation’s Martyrs,  empha-

sizing  the fact that it was
impossible for a nation to
progress if it did not
respect its martyrs. 

He stated that the onus
was upon the young gen-
eration to preserve sancti-
ty of Parliament. While
addressing the launching
ceremony of the
Internship Program,
National Assembly

Secretary,  Tahir Hussain
warmly welcomed the
Interns. He remarked
"Parliament is the house of
people and it is fortunate
that the youth of this coun-
try are getting an opportu-
nity to work at this presti-
gious institution, which
will help them to under-
stand democratic systems
and the Constitution".

Upholding sanctity of Parliament ;
a collective responsibility: Pervez

Govt intends to establish IT
University: Sindh Chief Secretary

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Aone-day free
eye medical camp was organ-
ized for journalists and their
families at Peshawar Press
Club. About 300 journalists
and their families were
checked up.  In the camp,
along with Dr. Nazli Gul,
Chairperson of
Ophthalmology Department
of Khyber Teaching Hospital,
Senior Dr. Bilal Khan and
other doctors examined the
eyes of the journalists and
their family and provided
them with free medicines as
well as spectacles.

On this occasion, Dr.
Nazli thanked all the journal-
ists and said that we are proud
that we could do something
for the journalist community
of this society because thanks
to them, we are aware of the
country's current updated via

print & electronic media. 
During the free medical

camp, Peshawar Press Club
President Arshad Aziz Malik,
General Secretary Irfan
Musazai and others were also
present. Mr. Malik said that
such initiatives play an
important role in promoting
public health and increasing
awareness of eye health.  He
further said that we are trying
to make arrangements with
doctors from different fields
for our journalist brothers
and sisters so that we leave
no stone unturned in provid-
ing them with all possible
facilities.  He also thanked
Fayaz Ahmed and Kaleem
Qureshi of the Health
Committee of the Press Club
and Sajjad, Alamzeb and
Jafar of the Media
Department of Khyber
Teaching Hospital for their
tireless efforts.

Free eye medical
camp organized

for the journalists

417 Sikh
yatrees

arrive in city
LAHORE (APP): About
417 Sikh pilgrims from
neighboring country India
on Wednesday arrived in
Pakistan through Wahga
Border to celebrate the
184th birth anniversary of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the
first Sikh ruler of Punjab. 

The officials of Evacuee
Trust Property Board
(ETPB) and Pakistan Sikh
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (PSGPC) leaders
received warmly the Sikh
yatrees. Speaking on the
occasion, the group leader of
Sikh yatrees Sardar Painder
Singh Pahlwan stated that
Pakistan's land is highly
sacred for Sikhs. The PSGPC
Pardhan Sardar Amir Singh
mentioned that before partic-
ipating in the ceremony com-
memorating Maharaja Ranjit
Singh's birth anniversary in
Lahore, the Indian pilgrims
would visit other holy sites,
including Nankana Sahib
and Panja Sahib.



Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
High Court (PHC) has
ordered Federal Secretary
Law and PHC’s Registrar to
submit record for tomorrow
(on Friday) regarding
refusal of Parliamentary
Committee for extension of
services for six months of
three judges, on Wednesday.

The counsel Barrister
Adnan argued that Judicial

Commission of Pakistan
(JCP) has granted extension
of 6 months services to
three of PHC named Justice
Khursheed Iqbal, Justice
Shahid Khan and Justice
Fazal Subhan but it was
refused by the
Parliamentary Committee.

PHC’s judges were appo-
inted on order of High Court
because the parliamentary
committee has raised objec-
tions on their appointment
while latterly they are
appointed as Ad hoc judges,
the counsel argued.

Barrister Adnan argued

that Parliamentary
Committee has no jurisdic-
tion to refuse JCP recom-
mended judges from
appointment and added that
second refusal precedents
the earlier narrative of the
committee.

The counsel requested to
declare the parliamentary
committee decision null
and void, however, the
court ordered PHC’s regis-
trar to regarding minute of
the meeting. PHC Registrar
informed that the office
didn’t received Parliamen-
tary Committee Minutes.

PHC’s divisional bench
comprised of Justice Ijaz
Anwar and Justice SM
Attique Shah directed
Deputy Attorney General
(DAG) to submit reply on
behalf of Federal Secretary
Law while adjourned fur-
ther hearing for tomorrow
(Friday).
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PESHAWAR (APP): Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Food
Safety and Halal Food Aut-
hority is active against adu-
lteration mafia across the
province with more than
2500 liters of non-standard
and mislabeled juices and
packing materials were
seized from the factory.

According to a spoke-
sman, the KP (FSHFA)
launched an operation to
people involved in using
substandard materials in
the food items. He said that
operations of food safety
teams in Peshawar and
Dera Ismail Khan were
conducted.

He said, on receiving a
tip-off, Peshawar team con-
ducted a surprise raid on a
juice factory and ware-
house in Charganoo Khalay
area of Sub-Division 2 and
more than 2500 liters of
non-standard and misla-
beled juices and packing
materials were seized from
the factory.

The Food Authority offi-
cial said that the factory
was producing substandard
and mislabeled beverages
with heavy fines imposed
on the owners, and a ware-
house was also sealed. The
Food Safety team in Dera
Ismail Khan also inspected
a “Dahi bhale” shop in the
market on the complaint of
citizens and imposed fine
on the owners by using sub-
standard materials.

In another raid on sa-
mosa shops the people have
been fined for violating
health norms with strict dis-
ciplinary action should be
taken against the adulter-
ation mafia, Director
General Food Authority Sh-
ahrukh Ali Khan directed
the concerned authorities.

Those who play with the
health of citizens do not
deserve any concession,
Shah Rukh Ali Khan was
quoted by the spokesman
of the Food Authority as
saying.

PESHAWAR (APP): A del-
egation of Imamia Jirga on
Wednesday here met with
Commissioner Peshawar
Division, Muhammad
Zubair at his office to dis-
cuss matters pertaining to
the arrangements and secu-
rity for the mourning pro-
cessions and gatherings dur-
ing Muharram ul Haram.

The meeting besides oth-
ers was attended by
Commissioner Nowhsera,
District Police Officer and
officers of the relevant
departments. The represen-
tative Imamia Jirga was
headed by Akhunzada
Muzaffar Ali, Secretary

Muharram Committee.
The meeting discussed

in detail arrangements and
security plan for the mourn-
ing processions and main-
taining cohesion and har-
mony among people from
different sects during the
Muharram ul Haram obser-
vance. It was decided that
all available resources
would be utilized for the
peaceful observance of
Muharram. Commissioner
Peshawar Division on the
occasion issued necessary
directives to the relevant
officers for ensuring peace
during Muharram.

The police high-ups

were also directed at the
meeting to provide fool-
proof security to the people
from Shia and other sects.
The meeting agreed upon
that complete assistance
and cooperation would be
provided to the district
administration to ensure a
peaceful and conducive
atmosphere for Muharram.

The Commissioner told
the meeting that deputy
commissioners and police
officers of Peshawar and
Nowshera will remain in
close contact with the rep-
resentatives of the Imamia
Jirga for the maintenance of
peace during Muharram. 

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Caretaker
Provincial Minister for Law
and Higher Education
Justice Retired Irshad
Qaiser presided over the
Board of Governors meet-
ing of Edwards College
Peshawar on Wednesday.
The Board of Governors
approved the surplus budg-
et of Edwards College
Peshawar for the year
2023-2024 of 1.024 billion. 

Edwards College
Peshawar informed Board
Of Governors about its
financial and administra-
tive affairs. Justice Retired
Irshad Qaiser appreciated

the initiatives of Edwards
College Peshawar and the
8.8 million Surplus budget.

Edwards College
Peshawar informed BOG
that we are launching pro-
grams which are based on
new emerging subjects in
the world such as
Environmental Sciences,
Artificial Intelligence and
Data Science etc. More
such programs will also be
launched in the future. As a
result of which the number
of students will increase
which will bring financial
benefit to the college.
Edwards College Peshawar
told the Board of
Governors that they have

also kept 1.4 billion in var-
ious banks for investment,
which brings them profit.

Caretaker Provincial
Minister for Law and
Higher Education Justice
Retired Irshad Qaiser
appreciated the budget of
Edwards College Peshawar
and termed it as a balanced
budget. 

Justice Retired Irshad
Qaiser said that the quality
of educational institutions
has to be further improved
to provide quality educa-
tion to the students. The
first priority of educational
institutions should be to
provide better education to
students.

PESHAWAR (APP): With
the advent of Eid ul Adha,
the numbers of beggars
were mounting with each
passing day as groups of
such people including
women and children were
seen begging alms at almost
every busy place of the city.

A brief survey of the city
on Wednesday revealed
that scores of beggars were
reaching Peshawar from
different parts of the coun-
try, especially from Punjab
to cash in on the busy days
of Eid ul Adha.

The beggars including
children, women and scores
of elderly people have
spread into various markets,
bus stops and crossings of
the city with some beggar
women having new born
babies in their laps were
among the top earners.

Earlier, in Peshawar a
mass campaign was carried
out which helped reduce
the numbers of beggars to a
great extent in the city how-
ever, with favorable situa-
tion now these beggars
have once again established
their strong footing in the
city by grabbing the promi-
nent places of earning.

These beggars have
occupied their favorite
spots for begging at various
busy roads, crossings,
bazaars and even streets
and were reluctant to leave
due to their hefty earnings.
These beggars have adopt-
ed various tactics to fool
the people as some were
pretending to be in great
agony by making false cuts
on their bodies and wrap-
ping fake bandages around
their artificial wounds.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A three-day
training workshop “Mobile-
App Base Bamboo
Resource Assessment train-
ing for Pakistan” has been
started here on Monday at
Pakistan Forest Institute
Peshawar to increase the
production of bamboo crop
and to know their number
and types through mobile-
app launched throughout
the country. 

Organized by Intern-
ational Bamboo and Rattan
organization in collaboration
with ministry of climate
change & environmental
coordination government of
Pakistan and Pakistan forest
Institute Peshawar, the
workshop was inaugurated
by Director General PFI
Peshawar Khalid Ilyas while
Additional Director General
PFI Safdar Ali Shah,
Assistant Inspector General
Forest Parveen Ijaz, INBAR
Consultant Hoang Viet Anh,
consultant Muhammad
Khurshid and experts from
all provinces of the country
participated in the work-
shop. Addressing the work-
shop, experts said that

Bamboo is one of the fastest
growing species and is dis-
tributed widely across some
of the most bio-diverse and
carbon-rich areas of the trop-
ics and sub-tropics in Africa,
Asia and South America. 

They said that Bamboos
is a proven pro-poor
resource that has enormous
potential for income and
employment generation. In
particular activities related
to the bamboo growing,
management of bamboo
forests, harvesting, pre-pro-
cessing and processing cre-
ate employment and a
source of income for com-
munities. They were of the
view that Bamboo can play a
significant role for ecosys-
tem restoration, climate
change adaptation and miti-
gation. Bamboo has proved
to be a potential crop for
restoring degraded land,

conserving soil and water
and can play an important
role for climate change
adaptation especially in
bamboo based smart agricul-
tural systems. With modern
technology, bamboo prod-
ucts can be made very
durable, they can last for 30
years or more and can be a
sustainable substitute for
other materials such as
wood, aluminum, PVC, con-
crete and metal etc. 

The speakers said that
Pakistan recently become a
member country of INBAR
in 2021 and intensified its
bamboo sectorial develop-
ment for green economy
development. They further
said that in Pakistan bamboo
located in more than 85
areas including Sargoda,
Jhang, Kasur, Lahore and
Dera Ghazi Khan. Proper
protection and care of bam-

boo will increase its areas
and export to foreign coun-
tries as well as it will help
fulfill our needs. Pakistan
has limited natural bamboo
forests. Since 1970, with
government efforts, bamboo
plantation has steadily
increased reaching an area
of 9000 ha by 1990 and
20000 ha by 2005 (country
report 2005). Experts sadi
that Bamboo plantation
have mostly been estab-
lished in small blocks rang-
ing from 0.2 to 4 ha in pri-
vate farms. Bamboo has
been used extensively for
construction and woven
products. Especially bam-
boo was successfully used
for building transitional and
permanent shelters in
response to natural calami-
ties such as earthquakes and
floods during the period
from 2005 to 2016.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Mayor Peshawar Haji
Zubair Ali Wednesday said
that collective efforts
would be made to provide
quality civic services to the
people, cooperation with
Water and Sanitation
Services Peshawar (WSSP)
in the Eid-ul-Azha opera-
tion, while staff protective
equipment and bags will be
provided to the people to
safely dispose of their fur-
niture and animal remains.

This was stated by
Mayor Peshawar Haji
Zubair Ali while addressing
a meeting of the chairmen
and WSSP management in
the City Council hall dis-

cussed issues related to
Eid-ul-Adha operation,
water purification and civic
services.

Chief Executive Officer
WSSP Dr. Hasan Nasir,
WSSP General Manager
Operation Tarab Shah and
Zonal Managers also atte-
nded the meeting. Haji
Zubair Ali said that the
cleanliness situation on the
main roads of the city is sat-
isfactory, but many areas.

“I have the problem of
sanitation and iron pipes
which have to be
addressed, the problem of
ownership of 35 tube wells
will be solved, the issue of
arrears of water bills will be

taken up with the provincial
government so that it can
be solved on a permanent
basis.

He also appealed to the
chairmen to play their role
in keeping the city clean by
cooperating with the staff
in the Eid operation, so that
the WSSP officials could
dispose of it in time. He
said that recruitment has
started on the quota of
retired and deceased
employees, which will fur-
ther improve the services,
and recruitment on the
quota of retired and
deceased employees from
1992 to 2008.

Addressing the meeting,

Chief Executive Officer Dr.
Hassan Nasir said that a
comprehensive plan has
been drawn up for the time-
ly removal of garbage and
animal remains on Eid-ul-
Azha. Links with them will
be increased so that Eid and
normal operations can be
run smoothly.

He said that under the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Cities Improvement
Project, Upper Water Tanks
(OHRs) and tube wells are
being restored to provide
clean water to the people.
Three hundred kilometers
of pipeline has been
replaced for the gradual
replacement of the dam-
aged pipeline.

He said that 61 percent
of the funds received by
WSSP came from the
salaries of the employees
who came on deputation
from TMA, 26 percent.
Electricity bills of tube
wells, 6% is being spent on
vehicle repairs, 2% is being
spent on management
salaries.

Earlier, the Chairmen
gave suggestions for
improvement in Eid and
regular operations and
informed about problems
related to sanitation and
water.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Minister Irshad Qaisar presiding over Board of Governors Meeting of
Edwards College Peshawar.

4 persons of
mixing mafia

arrested
PESHAWAR (APP): The
district administration is
active against the mixing
mafia by arresting four per-
sons by Assistant Comm-
issioner Rao Hashim and
sealing the frozen chicken
company while taking
action on Ring Road.

Four people were arrest-
ed for the presence of
unhealthy frozen chicken,
including the poor sanitary
condition, district adminis-
tration said.

The district administra-
tion has taken the danger-
ous frozen chicken and
label packing machinery
into official custody, the
official of the district
administration said.

Strict action has been
ordered against those who
violate the rules of hygiene,
the official of the district
administration said.

Prices hike of
vegetables,

fruits worries
citizens

PESHAWAR (APP): The
sudden increase in the
prices of vegetables and
fruits in Peshawar worried
the citizens and they
demanded of the district
government to ensure the
availability of foot items on
the rates given by the dis-
trict administration.

During a visit to the veg-
etable and fruits markets, the
price of ginger increased to
Rs. 860 per kg, garlic Rs.
320 and lemon 160 per kg.
Onion 50, tomato 30, green
pepper 100, okra 90 and peas
230 rupees sold per kg while
potato 100, kachalu 150,
cauliflower 120, tenda 90
rupees per kg are being sold.

Among fruits, apples
reached Rs 450, mango Rs
220 and litchi Rs 360 per
kg while the Cherry 360,
Khurmani 340 and banana
210 rupees per dozen sold.
The price of live chicken in
the market has also
decreased by Rs.5 per kg as
the price of live chicken in
the market will reach 455
rupees per kg.

GM SNGPL
assures no

load shedding
for 5 Eid days
PESHAWAR (APP):
General Manager, Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL), Rahmat
Ullah on Wednesday said
that no gas load-shedding
would be carried out during
Eid ul Adha.

He assured this in a
meeting with Advisor to the
caretaker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Labor, Malik Meher Elahi. 

Malik Meher Elahi told
the GM Sui Gas that acute
shortage of gas for the con-
sumers has become a chal-
lenge and rectifying this sit-
uation was the need of the
hour. He said that on the
occasion of Eid ul Adha,
uninterrupted supply of gas
was necessary so that people
could observe the Eid days
with ease and happiness.

Rahmat Ullah assured
the Advisor that uninter-
rupted gas supply would be
ensured to the people in
Peshawar during Eid for
five consecutive days.

Malik Meher Elahi
asked the GM that the issue
of shortage of Sui Gas in
Peshawar should be
addressed on a permanent
basis. 

AEO Female
murder case:

Committee
commits to
file case in

stipulated time
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: On the
directives of Director
General (DG) Prosecution
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
District Public Prosecutor
(DPP) Sultan Mahmood
chaired meeting regarding
killing of Assistant
Education Officer Female
Rizwana Shaheen alleged-
ly by her husband, on
Wednesday.

The committee was con-
stituted on directives of DG
Prosecution to complete
challan while Deputy
Public Prosecutor Zulfiqar
Ali, Assistant Public
Prosecutor Muhammad
Zubair and Investigation
Officer Muhammad Sultan
were present in the meeting
and reviewed progress in
the case.

The committee agreed to
produce culprit before
Magistrate for confession
and forwarding of evi-
dences to Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) including
finger prints for examina-
tion while directed police
to recover weapon used in
the murder.

The committee assured
that collection of evi-
dences, motive behind the
offense and recording of
witness’s statement to sub-
mitted within stipulated
timeframe at DPP office to
ensure proceedings at the
court.

Collective efforts to be made
to provide quality civic

services to people: Mayor
Eidul-Azha operation to be co-operated with WSSP

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Code for
Pakistan, in collaboration
with KP IT Board (KPITB)
hosted a Demo Day and Job
Fair for the youth of KP.
The event marks a signifi-
cant milestone for the KP
Women Civic Digital
Internship Program, a joint
initiative aimed at empow-
ering women from remote
regions of KP who strug-
gled to leave their homes in
pursuit of careers and their
passion within the tech
industry, due to cultural
barriers and responsibilities

at home. The Demo Day
and Job Fair will be graced
by the presence of the
esteemed IT minister, along
with other dignitaries, who
will commemorate this
momentous occasion and
recognize the achievements
of the interns.

This year’s KP Women
Civic Digital Internship
Program has enrolled 50
interns from various remote
regions in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The Demo
Day will provide an oppor-
tunity for these interns to
showcase the innovative
tech projects they have

been working on over the
past six months. Through
this program, KPITB and
Code for Pakistan have nur-
tured talent, and provided
remote internship opportu-
nities, enabling women to
contribute to the digital
transformation of their
communities.

Fatima Jauhar, a graph-
ics design intern from last
year’s batch, shares her
experience, stating, “I had a
chance to work as a graphic
designer alongside a team
of experts that developed a
Case Management System
for the Advocate General’s

office. The entire experi-
ence not only gave me
valuable experience work-
ing on a meaningful project
but also provided me the
opportunity to explore a
career path that I had been
passionate about for so
long.”

In addition to project
presentations, the Demo
Day will also feature a Job
Fair- for the first time ever,
where the KP women
interns will have the chance
to connect with esteemed
tech recruiters from leading
organizations. This unique
platform will enable them
to transition to the next
stage of their careers and
pave the way for a brighter
future.

“This program has not
only empowered women
from remote regions but
has also showcased the
immense potential of our
talented workforce. We are
committed to supporting
initiatives that foster inclu-
sivity and provide equal

opportunities for all. The
Demo Day and Job Fair
will serve as a platform for
these interns to shine and
contribute to the digital
growth of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, we aim to
increase the number of
woman interns in the
upcoming batch of our flag-
ship project Digital
Internship Program,” said
Dr. Ali Mahmud, Managing
Director of KPITB.

Shaji Ahmed, CEO of
Code for Pakistan, also
shared his thoughts, stat-
ing, “The Demo Day and
Job Fair exemplify our
commitment to fostering
an inclusive and diverse
civic tech ecosystem in
Pakistan. Through this pro-
gram, we are not only emp-
owering women but also
strengthening the digital
infrastructure of the coun-
try. We look forward to
witnessing the interns’ suc-
cess and the transformative
impact they will have on
their communities.”

KPITB organizes Demo Day and Job Fair
for youth of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Caretaker minister
presided over meeting

Commissioner, Imamia
Jirga discuss arrangements

3-day workshop started in PFI
to increase bamboo production

Beggars again
throng in city

Operation against
adulteration mafia

PHC adjourns hearing against
Parliamentary Committee refusal
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PSTs observes
Black Day
F.P. Report

SHANGLA: Primary
School Teacher (PST)
has observed Black Day
while wearing black
ribbon on their hands in
the schools to record
their protests in favor of
their demand of upgra-
dation, on Wednesday.
PST claimed that
provincial has failed to
fulfilled her decision
regarding upgradation
which was agreed dur-
ing negotiation held in
this regard.
Upgradation of the right
of PSTs because they
are serving the nation,
the teachers argued.
Various teacher’s asso-
ciations claimed that
PST has protested in
favor of their demands
which was accepted by
previous government
and promised upgrada-
tion but they are neg-
lected. They claimed
that teacher’s associa-
tions should uphold
their voice at every
forum till redressal of
grievances.

FBR froze Dist
Council accounts

F.P. Report

LARKANA: Federal
Board of Revenue
(FBR) has frozen
accounts of District
Council Larkana for
non-payment of taxes of
taxes for the year 2017
and 2018. According to
details, All the accounts
have been frozen due to
which the employees
have lost their Eid
salaries on Eid-ul-Azha
while the accounts of
Sindh Bank have been
frozen by FBR for non-
payment of tax amount-
ing to one crore three
lakh rupees due to
which District Council
Larkana 400 employees
have lost their Eid
salaries. In this regard,
the employees while
talking to the media
said that if they do not
get their salaries, then
the FBR. They will
protest in front of the
office.

Framers
hold protest

F.P. Report

SHAHDAD KOT: The
irrigators of Warh and
Nasirabad held protest
against the shortage of
water in the agricultur-
al land in Qamber
Shahdad Kot district of
Sindh, which turned
into a rally at Arthar
branch after passing
through different routes
of the city. Officials
water Struggle
Committee, Convener
Sengar Nunari Abdul
Jabbar Mangi Mansoor
Soomro and others said
that in the current situ-
ation, thousands of
acres of agricultural
land are becoming bar-
ren due to lack of water
in Warah and
Nasirabad talukas.
There is fear of loss of
crores of rupees
because sand is flying
due to lack of water in
Arthar Branch, Cha-
njani Mines, Mangyu
Branch, Khawar Br-
anch, Sanharu Cheil
and other mines. We
have the right to
increase the protest. 

WHO opens
water plant

F.P. Report

LANDI KOTAL: Rep-
resentative of World
Health Organization
(WHO) Dr. Palitha
Mahipala Inaugurated
Nutrition Stabilization
Center and Clean
Drinking Water Plant
in Headquarter
Hospital Landi Kotal
last day. In this con-
nection Dr. Palitha
Mahipala flanked by
health department offi-
cials visited HDQ
Hospital Landi Kotal,
the tribal district in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province of Pakistan
where he inaugurated
the Nutrition
Stabilization Center
(NSC) and a clean
drinking water plant.
Dr. Mahipala reiterated
WHO commitment to
the principle of
"Health for All" and
highlighted the efforts
made to enhance the
healthcare system in
remote areas.
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F.P. Report

BANNU: Deputy Commissioner
Bannu, Mansoor Ahmed Afridi, chaired
an anti-dengue meeting where officers
from all relevant departments were
present. On this occasion, the District
Health Officer of Bannu informed that
daily indoor and outdoor vector surveil-
lance activities are being conducted in
all hotspots of Bannu.

Field teams are actively involved in
this process. The Deputy Commissioner
instructed all departments to ensure that
no standing water is present anywhere,
as stagnant clean water can contribute to

the spread of dengue.
DC further stated that it is essential

for the prevention of dengue that all
government departments take necessary
actions in accordance with practical
wisdom, raise public awareness, and
maintain cleanliness in their offices,
schools, government residential areas,
as well as streets and alleys.

People should also be encouraged to
keep their homes clean and informed
that stagnant water in water coolers,
containers, and rooftops can become a
breeding ground for dengue mosqui-
toes. After the meeting, a dengue aware-
ness walk was also organized in the

Secretariat by the Deputy
Commissioner.

Meanwhile, under the National
Action Plan by the police in Bannu, a
major crackdown has been launched
against criminal elements. 54 search
and search operations were conducted,
resulting in the arrest of 149 suspects
and 637 individuals with suspicious
activities. A significant amount of
weapons was also seized during these
operations. According to the details, the
Inspector General of Police (IGP)
Akhtar Hayat and D.I.G. Bannu Region
Qasim Khan's directives have shed light
on establishing peace in society.

Anti-dengue awareness,
prevention directed

Shafi Ullah

MINGORA: The Quality
Enhancement Cell (QEC)
of Khyber Medical
University (KMU),
Peshawar has organized a
three days workshop on
“Self-Assessment Report
Writing” at Saidu Medical
College (SMC), Swat. The
workshop aimed at assist-
ing faculty members in
effectively writing their
self-assessment reports. 

The workshop provided
valuable guidance and
resources to facilitate the
creation of comprehensive
and impactful self-assess-
ment reports. The objective
of this workshop was to
equip the faculty to under-
stand the purpose and
importance of self-assess-
ment reports in evaluating
faculty performance and
achievements, to learn the
key components and struc-
ture of a self-assessment
report, to identify effective
strategies for data collec-
tion and analysis to support
the report, to develop skills
in writing clear, concise,
and compelling narratives

to showcase accomplish-
ments to explore best prac-
tices in self-reflection and
self-evaluation, to address
common challenges and
pitfalls in self-assessment
report writing and to pro-
vide access to templates,
samples, and resources for
reference and guidance. 

In the inaugural ceremo-
ny, Prof. Dr. Israr ul Haq
Dean of SMC Swat wel-
comed all the participants
and shared his inaugural
remarks, and encourage the
participants to learn and
apply these practices in
their colleges. He also
appreciated the efforts of
KMU by providing facili-
ties for these activities at
the doorstep of the affiliat-
ed colleges and institutes of
KMU.

Dr. Syeda Asiyah

Bukhari and irector of
KMU-QEC while talking to
the workshop said that the
QEC is committed in sup-
porting faculty members of
all affiliated medical, den-
tal, and allied health sci-
ences collegesinstitutes of
KMU, in their professional
development and ensuring
the effective documentation
of their accomplishments
through self-assessment
reports.

She elaborated that the
main purpose of this work-
shop was to empower facul-
ty members with the skills
and knowledge necessary to
produce high-quality self-
assessment reports that
accurately reflect their con-
tributions. At the end cer-
tificates were awarded to all
participants by the dean of
SMC, Swat. 

Three-day workshop
concludes at SMC Swat

Sahibzada Afridi

KOHAT: Director Shahid
Iqbal Khattak Chartered
Accountant, Consultant
Professor Naseer Khattak,
Manager Abdul Bais and
Engineer Aamir Gul of
Power 99 made a detailed
visit to Pakhtunkhwa Radio
FM 92.4 on Wednesday.

The members of the con-
sultancy team
"International Consultants
Associates" formed by the
provincial government for
transformation and revival
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Radios and sustainable
operations of its Stations,
Director Shahid Iqbal

Khattak Chartered
Accountant, Consultant
Professor Naseer Khattak,
Manager Abdul Bais and
Engineer Aamir Gul of
Power 99 made a detailed
visit to Pakhtunkhwa Radio
FM 92.4 on Wednesday and
met Station Manager Irshad
Afridi, Transmission
Engineer Athar Suri and
other staff and discussed
with them issues relating to
the subject.

The team also ascertain
their opinion in this regard.
The members of the consul-
tancy team also held a spe-
cial meeting with Deputy
Director Regional
Information Office Kohat

Sarwar Khattak in this
respect.

They said, even today,
the importance of radio is
established and is still the
most important and effec-
tive mean of communica-
tion in developed countries.
The role of radio in creating
a better society and molding
the public opinion cannot
be ignored any way. That is
why the provincial govern-
ment has hired a consultan-
cy to strengthen and trans-
form the Pakhtunkhwa
radio network and its broad-
cast. This team will submit
its recommendations to this
effect to the Provincial
Government at the earliest.

Int’l consultants associates
visits Radio FM 92.4 Kohat

Fazal Haq

MARDAN: Due to the
alleged nexus of the District
Price Control Committee
and the illegal hoarders, the
poor people started being
humiliated and humiliated,
while the district administra-
tion completely failed to
provide relief to the people,
any shopkeeper is not ready
to implement the fixed
prices of daily food items
but they are engaged in rob-
bing the poor people with
both hands through illegal
profiteering. There is no one
to ask.

The administration has
left the poor people of
Mardan helpless at the
mercy of Allah. According
to the details, the monthly
meeting of the District Price
Control Committee is held
regularly, in which the prices
of food items are fixed, but
they are limited to paper
work only. A clear example
of this is that the District
Price Control Committee
has fixed the price of bread
at rupees twenty.

Although recently the
government has reduced the
prices of wheat and flour
substantially, tandoor own-
ers are selling low weight
bread at high prices are
doing while the Bakers
Association has voluntarily
adopted another cruel atti-
tude household are charging
ten rupees for baking bread
in public, which is a com-
plete injustice to the poor
people. Similarly, the price
of yogurt is fixed at one hun-
dred and fifty rupees per kg,
but the shopkeepers are sell-
ing it at one hundred eighty
and two hundred rupees per
kg.

Like small and big meat,

butchers are selling at arbi-
trary rates, butchers across
the city are charging double
rates from the fixed rates
from the poor people, while
the official price list is
nowhere to be seen.
Secretary Food,
Commissioner Mardan,
Deputy Commissioner and
other officers have been
demanded to correct the
Qibla of the Price Control
Committee so that the poor
people can breathe a sigh of
relief in this era of inflation.

WSSCM finalizes Eid
plan: Water and Sanitation
Services Company Mardan
(WSSCM) has finalized
three-day Eid ul Azha sani-
tation operation plan for
39Neighborhod councils in
the premises. On the first
day of Eid ul Azha, the Eid
Gahs will be cleaned and
swift before Eid prayers
while the cleanliness opera-
tion will be started from
12:00 pm and will be contin-
ued till the entire city is
cleaned of waste and animal
remains. 

He said that a comprehen-
sive Eid ul Azha Plan has
been devised according to
which Mardan city has been
divided into four zones and
collection points have been
set up at New Adda, Par
Hoti, Shamsi Road and
Kaskorona Road to collect
the remains of the slaugh-
tered animals and will be
picked through large vehi-
cles from those collection
points. He said that high-tech
modern machinery would be
used in the cleanliness oper-
ation and animal remains
would be shifted to a safe
place for safe disposal. 

GM further added that
600 employees will be
deployed and 70 different

types of sanitation vehicle
will take part in the Eid
operations. General
Manager, Engineer
Muhammad Khalil Akbar,
cancelled the holidays of all
the staff, and stated that no
negligence would be tolerat-
ed on the occasion of Eid as
well as strict action will be
taken against any official
found absent. He said that
Biodegradable bags would
also be distributed among
the citizens and other stake
holder to manage animal
remains.

During the Eid operation,
the complaint cell will be
remained open till late night
and in case of any inconven-
ience, the citizens are
requested to record their
complaints on helpline 1334,
0314-4228999, 0937-
840892. For the efficient and
effective execution of the Eid
ul Adha monitoring teams
have been constituted com-
prised of Managers and
Assistant Managers in the
supervision of General
Manager and chief executive
officer. Citizen Liaison Cell
of the company has already
launched an awareness cam-
paign in all union councils
for public awareness to dump
waste at designated points.

Awareness brochures
distributions has been start-
ed in various parts of the
city with slogans regarding
cleanliness and complaints
cell numbers of the compa-
ny for recording com-
plaints. Ulema, teachers,
elders and people from all
walks of life are being
engaged to make the sanita-
tion operation a success.
“Masses’ role is vital in
keeping the city clean,” said
Engineer Muhammad
Khalil Akbar.

‘Inflation caused by
hoarders-admn nexus’

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) chief
Sirajul Haq has said the passage of a pri-
vate member bill granting extensive privi-
leges to chairmen Senate shows the gov-
ernment has no sympathy for the nation.

He was addressing a reception and
workers' convention hosted by the Jamiat
Tulba Arabia (JTA) Maidan chapter, a
seminary students’ wing of the JI, at
Kumbar in Maidan as chief guest here the
other day. The function was also addressed
by the JI district chief Izazul Mulk Afkari,
former MPA Saeed Gul, JI tehsil chief Haji
Fazal Wahab, district president Al-
Khidmat Foundation Hafeezullah Khaksar
and others.

Sirajul Haq said the Senate of Pakistan
recently passed unanimously a bill known
as ‘the chairman Senate (Salaries,
Allowance and Privileges) Act, 2023’ for
granting extra perks and privileges to cur-
rent and former chairmen Senate and other
members. The JI chief regretted that the
PDM allied parties supported the bill
which was ironic owing to the current eco-
nomic situation of the country.

“It clearly shows the rulers have noth-
ing to do with the masses”, he said, adding
the implementation of the Act would pro-
vide lifelong financial benefits to chair-
men Senate. He alleged the taxpayers’
money and foreign loans were being spent
on luxury of rulers. He demanded the gov-
ernment to review the bill and provide
relief to the general masses. The JI chief
said the nation had tested both the PDM
and the PTI, so now it should vote for his
party. He said the JI had an honest, pious
and devoted team and it had the ability to
steer the country out of turmoil.

Siraj said the country faced lawless-
ness, unemployment, inflation and corrup-
tion while the leaders of all major political
parties were playing blame games. He
expressed grief and anger over the Greece
incident wherein 280 Pakistanis got mar-
tyrdom in a boat crash. He said the rulers
and the elite class both were equally
responsible for that tragic incident. He

said the youth suffered from depression
due to unemployment and they burnt their
degrees across the country.

About the Karachi mayor election, the
JI chief alleged that a majority was turned
into a minority and vice versa. “What kind
of democracy is it?” he asked, adding the
nation had no more trust in such a democ-
racy. JI chief said that international mone-
tary institutions did not trust the rulers to
sanction further loans. He said the govern-
ment should instead cut its non-develop-
mental expenditure if it was sincere about
overcoming the current financial crisis. 

The JI chief also participated in the
party's 'Dastak' campaign in Lal Qila
Maidan and asked the workers to speed up
their election drive in the area. 

Contractors announced strike in favor
of their demands: The government con-
tractors’association Malakand division have
announced to launch a protest campaign
against the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment and move the court as well if their out-
standing dues were not cleared soon.

The announcement was made during an
emergency meeting of the association held
at Timergara here the other day with its
divisional president engineer Ikramullah
in the chair. Speaking on the occasion
Ikram, general secretary Imran Takur and
other office bearers said that several gov-
ernment departments had to pay them in
billions for their work done. He said the
provincial government was unable to pay
their outstanding amount while on the
other hand it was tendering fresh projects
like the Timergara city beautification
through the rural development department
which was beyond understanding.

They said the government contractors
had no option other than to stop work on
the ongoing development projects in the
district. They said the contractors’ commu-
nity would never accept the government
bidding process if it had no funds. The
speakers announced that writ petition
against the government failure and its
delaying tactics would soon be filed in the
Mingora bench of the Peshawar High
Court.

JI rejects private
member bill to benefit

Senate’s chairman

Mustajab Nazir Dhoki 

‘I must be strong. I
must have fire in my eyes
when I face them, not
tears.’ A Storm of Swords

T
HERE are some
passionate leaders
who change the

world in their own way.
Mohtarma Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto was born
on 21st June, 1953. She is
the great daughter of the
great leader Shaheed ZA
Bhutto. From early age
she was capable of getting
everything quickly. 

She finished her O' lev-
els at the very young age of
15. She got her degree from
the number one university
of the world the Oxford
University. After complet-
ing her graduation, she
came back to homeland,
Pakistan. She was a young
girl age 18 when she visited
India with her father and
she attracted the media with
her charm and personality.

In 1977 her father was
arrested. At that time she
was just 24, she didn't lose
hope. She stood strong
along with her mother
Begum Bhutto and these
two strong ladies stood
strong againt the brutaility
of dictator Zia. In history
we find few people who are
fearless. One can not even
imagine how this strong
lady lived her life, losing
her father at the age of 24,
losing a young brother who
is just 27 and murdered in a
worst way, witnessing the
dead body of another broth-
er who is bloodsoaked, and

her mother who was strong
but the death of another son
made her weak that she
became the witness of
Alzheimer's.

Haters thought she'll
lose her power and she'll
fall weak. But all those
great loses in her life, made
her strong. As Shaheed Bibi
said, "Bhutto represents
everything the fundamen-
talists hate - a powerful,
highly-educated woman
operating in a man's world,
seemingly unafraid to voice
her independent views and,
indeed, seemingly unafraid
of anything, including the
very real possibility that
one day someone might
succeed in killing her
because of who she is".

She got married to
President Asif Ali Zardari,
the well known personality
of Pakistan. After getting
married she didn't left her
party, her people, her coun-
try. Being a woman made
her strong but being a mar-
ried woman made her
stronger. She was no longer
alone, fighting for peace
and democracy. Her hus-
band, President Asif Ali
Zardari was always by her
side and even after her mur-
der, he is still struggling to
what she fought for until
her last breath. Throughout
her life she did her best for
this country.

Shaheed Bibi never
believed in revenge. She
never joined politics to get
revenge of her father's mur-
der, she didn't come back to
Pakistan to get revenge of
injustice that was done to

her. She didn't want to rule
this country to show oppo-
sition, 'yeah, I got this.' All
she wanted was to give
everyone basic human
rights. She never discrimi-
nated anyone based on gen-
der, caste, religion, or class.
Her lifestyle is the proof
that she belonged to every-
one. Her speeches are the
proof that she doesn't
belong to Sindhi people
only but everyone. She
struggled for Pakistan not
for Sindh. She wanted to
make Pakistan a democratic
and independent state.

She once said 'The peo-
ple who resent me do so
becayse I'm a woman, I'm
young, and I'm Bhutto.
Well, the simple answer is,
it doesn't matter that I'm a
woman, it doesn't matter
that I'm young, and it's a
matter of pride that I'm a
Bhutto.' Yes, it is a matter
of pride to be a Bhutto.
Because Bhutto is not just a
name it's a struggle for this
country from birth till
death, struggle for basic
human rights, struggle for
peace, struggle for democ-
racy and sacrifices of a one
family to save many other
families of Pakistan. Who
will die for someone else?
Who will sacrifice a whole
damn family for a country?
Who will give up on their
youth to join politics and
continue the mission of
their parents? Its none other
than Bhutto. I always say
that Bhutto is a legacy.
Because they sacrificed
more for this country than
others.

Shaheed Mohtarma
BB - the fearless

Traffic
awareness

seminar held
F.P. Report

BARA: One day aware-
ness seminar aimed to
sensitize the tribal youth
of traffic rules was held
here in subdivision Bara.
The activity was jointly
organized by the youth
assembly, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, administra-
tion and district affairs
while tehsil mayor Mufti
Kafeel was the chief guest
on the occasion.

Head of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa traffic
learning school Shazia
Shahid supervised the ses-
sion and large numbers of
youths and representatives
of various organizations
were among the partici-
pants. The chief guest
appreciated the organizers
for initiating fruitful ses-
sion for the people espe-
cially for the youth com-
munity to inform them of
the law of traffic.

Suck kinds of moot not
only sensitize the masses
to follow the traffic regu-
lation but if practically
imposed can decrease
traffic mishaps also, he
added. Earlier, the train-
ers’ traffic warden Asif
Raza and Faisal delivered
useful speeches and
imparted knowledge
while highlighting differ-
ent aspects of the traffic
system. They shed light
on demerits of over speed-
ing, underaged driving,
one wheeling and driving
without license etc. 

Increase
BISP centers

sought
Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWSHERA: The distri-
bution of Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP)
has created menace across
Nowshera as one man dead
due to cardiac arrest while
ambulance didn’t paved
way for hospital due to rush
in front of BISP distribu-
tion center at Risalpur, on
Wednesday.

According to details,
several women become
unconscious due to heat
and dehydration due to hot
weather. As women effect-
ed by heatstroke at
Government Primary
School Dhobi Ghat
Nowshera Cant while wait-
ing in que for her turn to
BISP cash assistance.

However, Noor-ul-Basar
has dead due to rush in
front of BISP distribution
which has created delay in
first aid for cardiac arrest.
The residents demanded to
increase of BISP distribu-
tion centers to ease the pro-
vision of financial assis-
tance to marginalized
women segment.

HYDERABAD: Sewerage and gutter water accumulated on Pathan Colony main road, needs attention
of authorities concerned.
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NAIROBI (AP): An
Orthodox Christian priest,
Tesfa Kiros Meresfa begs
door-to-door for food along
with countless others recov-
ering from a two-year war in
northern Ethiopia that
starved his people. To his
dismay, urgently needed
grain and oil have disap-
peared again for millions
caught in a standoff between
Ethiopia's government, the
United States and United
Nations over what US offi-
cials say may be the biggest
theft of food aid on record.

“I have no words to
describe our suffering,"
Tesfa said. As the US and
UN demand that Ethiopia’s
government yield its control
over the vast aid delivery
system supporting one-sixth
of the country's population,
they have taken the dramat-
ic step of suspending their
food aid to Africa’s second-
most populous nation until
they can be sure it won't be
stolen by Ethiopian officials
and fighters.

Almost three months
have passed since the aid
suspension in parts of the
country, and reports are
emerging of the first deaths
from starvation during the
pause. At the earliest, aid to
the northern Tigray region
will return in July, the US
and UN say, and to the rest
of the country at some point
after that when reforms in
aid distribution allow. Tesfa,
who lives in a school com-
pound with hundreds of oth-
ers displaced by the war in

Tigray, laughed when asked
how many meals he eats a
day. “The question is a
joke,” he said. “We often go
to sleep without food.”

In interviews with The
Associated Press, which
first reported the massive
theft of food aid, officials
with US and UN aid agen-
cies, humanitarian organiza-
tions and diplomats offered
new findings on the coun-
trywide diversion of aid to
military units and markets.
That included allegations
that some senior Ethiopian
officials were extensively
involved. The discovery in
March of enough stolen
food aid to feed 134,000
people for a month in a sin-
gle Tigray town is just a
glimpse of the scale of the
theft that the US, Ethiopia’s
largest humanitarian donor,
is trying to grasp. The food
meant for needy families
was found instead for sale in
markets or stacked at com-
mercial flour mills, still
marked with the US flag.

The implications for the
US are global. Proving it
can detect and stop the theft
of aid paid for by US tax-
payers is vital at a time
when the Biden administra-
tion is fighting to maintain
public support for aid to cor-
ruption-plagued Ukraine. At
a private meeting last week
in Ethiopia, US aid officials
told international partners
that this could be the largest-
ever diversion of food aid in
any country, aid workers
said. In an interview with

the AP, a senior official with
the US Agency for
International Development
said the exact amount of
food aid stolen may never
be known.

Donated medical sup-
plies also were stolen,
according to a Western
diplomat and UN official
who, like others, spoke on
condition of anonymity
because they were not
authorized to speak pub-
licly. With USAID giving
Ethiopia’s government $1.8
billion in humanitarian
assistance since 2022, a
delay in providing food aid
causes widespread pain.
Millions of people went
hungry during the war while
food stocks were looted,
burned and withheld by
combatants, and UN investi-
gators have warned of possi-
ble starvation-linked war
crimes.

Now the hunger is being
traced to corruption.
Preliminary findings
released this month by
Tigray regional authorities
said they have tracked the
theft of more than 7,000
metric tons of donated wheat
— or 15 million pounds —
in their region, taken by fed-
eral and regional authorities
and others. The findings did
not specify the time period.
Other regions have yet to
report amounts.

Ethiopia’s government
dismisses as harmful “prop-
aganda” the suggestion that
it bears primary responsibil-
ity for the disappearance of

aid in Tigray and other
regions, but it has agreed to
a joint investigation with the
US while the UN’s World
Food Program carries out a
separate probe. The way that
Western aid officials “dis-
tance themselves from the
accusations by linking the
alleged problem only to
government institutions and
procedures is absolutely
unacceptable and very con-
trary to the reality on the
ground,” government
spokesman Legesse Tulu
told reporters earlier this
month. He and other gov-
ernment spokespeople did
not immediately respond to
messages from the AP.

Aid workers say humani-
tarian agencies have long
tolerated a degree of corrup-
tion by government offi-
cials. Provision of aid in
Ethiopia has been heavily
politicized for decades,
including during the devas-
tating famine of the 1980s,
when the then-communist
regime blocked assistance to
areas controlled by rebel
groups. The senior USAID
official told the AP that the
latest theft of US and UN
food aid included the
manipulation of beneficiary
lists that the Ethiopian gov-
ernment has insisted on con-
trolling, looting by
Ethiopian government and
Tigray forces and forces
from neighboring Eritrea,
and the diversion of massive
amounts of donated wheat
to commercial flour mills in
at least 63 sites.

Once starved by war, millions 
of Ethiopians go hungry again

TEGUCIGALPA, Hond-
uras (AP): Inmates had
complained for weeks they
were being threatened by
gang members at a
women’s prison in
Honduras. The gang ful-
filled those threats, slaugh-
tering 41 women, many of
them burned, shot or
stabbed to death. 

President Xiomara
Castro said riot at the
prison in the town of
Tamara, about 30 miles (50
kilometers) northwest of
Honduras' capital, was
“planned by maras (street
gangs) with the knowledge
and acquiescence of securi-
ty authorities.” Castro
pledged to take “drastic
measures,” but did not
explain how inmates identi-
fied as members of the
Barrio 18 gang were able to
get guns and machetes into
the prison, or move freely
into an adjoining cell block
and slaughter all the prison-
ers there.

Video clips presented by
the government from inside
the prison showed several
pistols and a heap of
machetes and other bladed
weapons that were found
after the riot. Sandra
Rodríguez Vargas, the
assistant commissioner for
Honduras' prison system,
said the attackers
“removed” guards at the
facility — none appeared to
have been injured — and
then opened the gates to an
adjoining cell block and
began massacring women
there. They started a fire

that left cell walls blacked
and bunks reduced to twist-
ed heaps of metal.

Twenty-six of the vic-
tims were burned to death
and the remainder shot or
stabbed, said Yuri Mora,
the spokesman for
Honduras’ national police
investigation agency. At
least seven inmates were
being treated at a
Tegucigalpa hospital. The
riot appears to be the dead-
liest at a female detention
center in Central America
since 2017, when girls at a
shelter for troubled youths
in Guatemala set fire to
mattresses to protest rapes
and other mistreatment at
the overcrowded institu-
tion. The smoke and fire
killed 41 girls.

The worst prison disaster
in a century also occurred
in Honduras, in 2012 at the
Comayagua penitentiary,
where 361 inmates died in a
fire possibly caused by a
match, cigarette or some
other open flame. There
were ample warnings ahead
of tragedy, according to
Johanna Paola Soriano
Euceda, who was waiting
outside the morgue in
Tegucigalpa for news about
her mother, Maribel
Euceda, and sister, Karla
Soriano. Both were on trial
for drug trafficking but
were held in the same area
as convicted prisoners.

Soriano Euceda said
they had told her Sunday
that “they (Barrio 18 mem-
bers) were out of control,
they were fighting with

them all the time. That was
the last time we talked.”
Another woman, who did
not want to give her name
for fear of reprisals, said
she was waiting for news
about a friend, Alejandra
Martínez, 26, who was
been held in the ill-fated
Cell Block One on robbery
charges.

“She told me the last
time I saw her on Sunday
that the (Barrio) 18 people
had threatened them, that
they were going to kill
them if they didn’t turn
over a relative,” she said.
Gangs sometimes demand
victims “turn over” a friend
or relative by giving the
gang their name, address
and description, so that
enforcers can later find and
kidnap, rob or kill them.

Officials described the
killings as a “terrorist act,”
but also acknowledged that
gangs essentially had ruled
some parts of the prison.
Julissa Villanueva, head of
the prison system, suggest-
ed the riot started because
of recent attempts by
authorities to crack down
on illicit activity inside
prison walls and called vio-
lence a reaction to moves
“we are taking against
organized crime.” “We will
not back down,” Villanueva
said in a televised address
after the riot.

Gangs wield broad con-
trol inside the country’s
prisons, where inmates
often set their own rules
and sell prohibited goods.
They were also apparently

able to smuggle in guns and
other weapons, a recurring
problem in Honduran pris-
ons. “The issue is to pre-
vent people from smug-
gling in drugs, grenades
and firearms,” said
Honduran human rights
expert Joaquin Mejia.
“Today’s events show that
they have not been able to
do that.”

Meanwhile, the grim
task continued of trying to
identify the bodies, some
terribly burned. “The foren-
sic teams that are removing
bodies confirm they have
counted 41,” said Mora.
The wait for news was tor-
ture for many families of
inmates. Dozens of anx-
ious, angry relatives gath-
ered outside the rural
prison. “We are here dying
of anguish, of pain ... we
don’t have any informa-
tion,” said Salomón García,
whose daughter is an
inmate at the facility.

Azucena Martinez,
whose daughter was also
being held at the prison,
said “there are a lot of dead,
41 already. We don’t know
if our relatives are also in
there, dead.” Riot may
increase the pressure on
Honduras to emulate the
drastic zero-tolerance, no-
privileges prisons set in up
in neighboring El Salvador
by President Nayib Bukele.
While El Salvador’s crack-
down on gangs has given
rise to rights violations, it
has also proved immensely
popular in a country long
terrorized by street gangs.

Gang behind slaughter of 
41 women at Honduran prison

GENEVA (Reuters): United
Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres criticised
on Wednesday what he
called chronic underfund-
ing of aid across the globe
despite growing humanitar-
ian needs. "Chronic under-
funding and record levels
of humanitarian need are
stretching the system to the
breaking point," he told the
Humanitarian Affairs
Segment of the UN

Economic and Social
Council.

Only 20% of funds need-
ed under the UN Global
Humanitarian Appeal have
been received halfway
through 2023, he said.
"This is causing a crisis
within a crisis," Guterres
added. "Without a solution
to the funding crisis, further
cuts are inevitable."
International donors
pledged close to $1.5 bil-

lion in aid to Sudan, which
has been stricken by a
grave humanitarian crisis
that has driven some 2.2
million people from their
homes. Prior to the confer-
ence, a UN appeal for $2.57
billion for humanitarian
support within Sudan this
year was about 17% fund-
ed, and an appeal for nearly
$500 million for refugees
fleeing the country was just
15% funded.

UN chief deplores ‘chronic 
underfunding’ of humanitarian aid

JAKARTA (AP): An inde-
pendent expert working
with the United Nations on
the issue of human rights in
Myanmar urged the inter-
national community on
Wednesday to find a differ-
ent approach to resolve the
crisis in the Southeast
Asian country, saying the
current course of action is
not working.

Tom Andrews, a special
rapporteur working with
the UN human rights office,
told a news conference in
Jakarta the world is looking
to Indonesia and the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations for leader-
ship on the situation in
Myanmar. “I came to
Indonesia because the
human rights situation in
Myanmar is dire and get-
ting worse, and because I
believe that Indonesia is
positioned to play a critical
role in the resolution of this
crisis,” Andrews said after
meeting with Indonesian
and ASEAN officials.

Myanmar’s crisis began
after its military in
February 2021 seized

power from the elected
government of Aung San
Suu Kyi. The takeover
prompted widespread pub-
lic protests, whose violent
suppression by security
forces triggered an armed
resistance that now spans
much of the country.
Andrews, a former US con-
gressman, said the situation
in Myanmar is also losing
visibility outside of the
country.

He said the Myanmar
military has killed more
than 3,600 civilians since
the crisis began, while
more than 19,000 people
have been jailed as political
prisoners. ASEAN, of
which Myanmar is a mem-
ber, two years ago agreed
on a five-point plan that
includes a call for an imme-
diate stop to killings and
other violence and the start
of a national dialogue. The
military rulers in Myanmar
initially accepting the plan,
but have made little effort
to implement it.

Andrews said the 10-
member regional bloc
should not invite the junta

to any of its meetings and
should not allow Myanmar
military personnel to partic-
ipate in defense meetings.
“I cannot help but have the
impression that there are
two different time zones
when it comes to ASEAN
and the crisis in Myanmar:
one being the reality of the
people of Myanmar who
face daily attacks by junta
forces and rapidly deterio-
rating conditions. The other
is the world of ASEAN
officials who caution that
progress could take years,
even decades,” he said.

“The people of Myanmar
do not have decades. They
need a strong international
response to the crisis that is
carried out in the same
‘time zone’ as the brutal
attacks that they are suffer-
ing,” he said. Special rap-
porteurs work with the UN
human rights office in
Geneva based on mandates
handed out by the UN-
backed Human Rights
Council, a 47-member body
that currently counts both
China and Russia as mem-
bers.

UN expert urges 
resolution of Myanmar crisis 

BEIJING (AFP): China’s
foreign ministry on
Wednesday slammed com-
ments by US President Joe
Biden equating Chinese
leader Xi Jinping with "dic-
tators" as an "open political
provocation". Speaking at a
fundraiser in California,
Biden said Xi had been
angered over an incident in
February when a Chinese
balloon which Washington
says was used for spying -–
flew over the United States
before being shot down by
American military jets.

His comments come just
days after US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken con-
cluded a visit to Beijing
aimed at re-establishing
lines of communication in
order to avoid conflict
between the two global
powers. "The reason why
Xi Jinping got very upset in
terms of when I shot that
balloon down with two box
cars full of spy equipment
is he didn't know it was
there," Biden said. "I'm
serious. That was the great
embarrassment for dicta-
tors, when they didn't know
what happened."

Beijing's foreign min-
istry termed Biden's com-
ments as "ridiculous". "The
relevant remarks by the US
side are extremely ridicu-

lous and irresponsible, they
seriously violate basic
facts, diplomatic protocol
and China's political digni-
ty," foreign ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning
said at a Wednesday brief-
ing. "China is strongly dis-
satisfied with and firmly
opposed to this," she added.
The multi-faceted rivalry
between China and the
United States turned into a
full-blown diplomatic crisis
with February's balloon
incident.

Beijing on Wednesday
reiterated its protest against
Washington's decision to
shoot it down. "The United
States should have dealt
with it calmly, rationally
and professionally, but its
distortion of facts, abuse of
force, and escalation of
hype have fully exposed its
hegemonic and bullying
nature," Mao said. Russia
also criticised Biden's com-
ments, with the Kremlin on
Wednesday saying the
comment reflected Washi-
ngton's "unpredictable" for-
eign policy. "This is a very
contradictory manifestation
of US foreign policy, which
points to a significant ele-
ment of unpredictability,"
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told
reporters.

Biden, who at 80 is run-
ning for re-election, told
donors that "we're in a situ-
ation now where (Xi) wants
to have a relationship
again." Blinken "did a good
job" on his Beijing trip, but
"it's going to take time,"
Biden added. The US presi-
dent also brought up anoth-
er prickly point regarding
China: a recent summit in
which leaders of Australia,
India, Japan and the United
States  known as the Quad
group sought to boost peace
and stability in the Asia-
Pacific maritime region.
The four countries are
"working hand in glove in
the South China Sea and the
Indian Ocean," Biden said.

"What he (Xi) was really
upset about was that I
insisted that we unite the...
so-called Quad," Biden
said. This was not the first
time Biden has made sig-
nificant, even provocative,
statements at fund-raising
receptions -- usually small-
scale events at which cam-
eras and recordings are for-
bidden but where journal-
ists may listen to and tran-
scribe the president's open-
ing remarks. At one such
event last October Biden
spoke of the threat of
nuclear "Armageddon"
from Russia.

China slams Biden for
equating Xi to ‘dictators’

TUNIS (BBC): As the number of
migrants trying to reach Europe
grows so does the number of deaths
in the Mediterranean. While
European Union officials struggle to
contain the exodus, the plight of those
fleeing poverty and persecution is
leaving its tragic mark on the shores
of Tunisia.

As the sun creeps above the hori-
zon off the shores of its eastern coast,
fisherman Oussama Dabbebi begins
hauling in his nets. His face fixes
anxiously on its contents, because
sometimes fish are not all he finds.
"Instead of getting fish, I sometimes
get dead bodies. The first time I was
afraid, then step by step I got used to
it. After a while getting a dead body
out of my net is like getting a fish."
The 30-year-old fisherman, clad in a
dark, hooded sweatshirt and shorts,
says he recently found the bodies of
15 migrants in his nets over a three-
day period.

"Once I found a baby's body. How
is a baby responsible for anything? I
was crying. For adults it's different
because they have lived. But you
know, for the baby, it didn't see any-
thing." Mr Dabbebi has fished these
waters near Tunisia's second city of
Sfax since he was 10 years old. In
those days he was one of many cast-
ing their nets, but now he says most
fishermen have sold their boats for
vast sums to people smugglers.

"Many times smugglers have
offered me unbelievable amounts to
sell my boat. I have always refused
because if they used my boat and
someone drowned, I would never for-
give myself." A short distance away a

group of migrants from South Sudan
- which has been hit by conflict, cli-
mate shocks and food insecurity since
its independence in 2011 - are walk-
ing slowly away from the port. All
ultimately hope to reach the UK. One
explains that they have reluctantly
abandoned a second attempt to cross
to Italy because of an overcrowded
boat and worsening weather. "There
were so many people and the boat
was very small. We were still going to
go, but when we pushed away from
the shore it was really windy. There
was too much wind."

According to Tunisia's National
Guard, 13,000 migrants were forced
from their often overcrowded boats
near Sfax and returned to shore in the
first three months of this year.
Between January and April this year
some 24,000 people left the Tunisian
coast in makeshift boats and made it
to Italy, according to the UN refugee
agency. The country has now become
the biggest departure point for
migrants trying to reach Europe.
Libya previously held this dubious
accolade, but violence against
migrants and abductions by criminal
gangs have led to many travelling to
Tunisia instead, before heading on to
Europe. Though the boat involved in
last week's disaster off the Greek
coast, which has left at least 78 peo-
ple dead and an estimated 500 miss-
ing, had sailed from Libya.

Many of their rusting and rotting
vessels lie either half-submerged in
water or stacked in huge piles next to
Sfax's port. Forlorn reminders of the
dangers of the world's deadliest
known migration route. Another stark

reminder can be found at the ceme-
tery on the outskirts of the city. Rows
of freshly dug graves lie empty in an
extended part of the graveyard, wait-
ing for the next loss sea disaster. But
they will not be enough. A new ceme-
tery entirely dedicated to migrants is
now being planned.

In just one two-week period earlier
this year, the bodies of more than 200
migrants were retrieved from the sea
here. Across the whole
Mediterranean, more than 27,000
people are known to have died trying
to reach Europe since 2014. This
accelerating tragedy is causing great
difficulties for the city. The director
of the regional health authority, Dr
Hatem Cherif, says there simply are
not the facilities to deal with so many
deaths. "The capacity of the hospital
mortuary is a maximum of 35 to 40.
This is usually sufficient, but with all
this influx of bodies, which is getting
worse, it's way past the numbers we
can take."

As many as 250 bodies were
brought to the mortuary recently.
Most had to be placed in a chilled
adjoining room, grimly named the
"catastrophe chamber", one on top of
each other. Though Dr Cherif was
keen to point out that all will be
buried in separate, numbered graves.
Many of those who die are unidenti-
fied, so DNA tests are being organ-
ised and the results carefully stored.
The idea is to enable relatives search-
ing for loved ones to see if they are
buried here, by checking for matches
with their own DNA.

Three hours' drive north-west of
Sfax, several hundred members of

Tunisia's black minority, many of
them women and children, are
camped in small tents outside the
offices of the International
Organization for Migration in central
Tunis. All were evicted from their
homes and sacked from their jobs in
the city after an incendiary, racist
speech in February by the country's
President Kais Saied. He claimed
"hordes" of illegal migrants were
entering the country as part of a
"criminal" plan to change its demog-
raphy. These comments were widely
viewed as an attempt to find scape-
goats for the country's economic cri-
sis, which has led many desperate
Tunisians to become migrants them-
selves.

Pointing to a recent stab wound on
his arm, a young man originally from
Sierra Leone - which still recovering
from a brutal civil war that ended in
2002 - says that since the president's
speech, knife-wielding local youths
have assaulted many people here.
"Some Arab boys came here to
attacks us. The police said they would
keep us secure if we stay here. But if
we go outside of this area, we are not
safe." This worrying situation and the
continued jailing of opponents and
erosion of civil rights by the country's
president appear to be less of a prior-
ity for EU officials than curbing the
flow of migrants.

So far this year more than 47,000
migrants have arrived in Italy, a
three-fold increase on the same peri-
od of last year and demands have
grown for something to be done.
During a brief visit here earlier this
month a visiting delegation led by the

head of the European Commission,
Ursula Von der Leyen promised a
possible financial support package of
nearly 1bn euros ($1bn; £850m). If
approved, around a tenth of this sum
would be spent on measures to tackle
human trafficking. Last week's
tragedy off the Greek coast has
heightened demands for something to
be done.

Yet with many migrants so desper-
ate and people smuggling so prof-
itable for traffickers, stopping the
flow of small boats will not be easy.
Crowds of migrants from all over
Africa and parts of the Middle East
gather in groups in shaded spots of
the streets of Sfax. Some have funds
to pay for a place on a trafficker's
boat, others live in limbo, unable to

even pay for their food and shelter.
Many have either lost their passports
or had them stolen, while some never
had one having left their countries
illegally. 

All have heard of the deaths of so
many who tried to reach Europe, but
it seems desperation continues to
trump danger, as a young man from
Guinea made clear. "We cannot go
back to our country because we
don't have money or passports. I'm
not afraid. I'm starving, there is so
much poverty [at home] and my par-
ents have nothing. I don't want my
children to live like that. I need to
go." The tragedy is that this basic
human aspiration for a better life so
often comes at such a very high
price.

Migrant crisis: Tunisian fisherman finds dead bodies in his net

Nearly 40
countries at UN

back LGBTQ
families

NEW YORK (AFP):
Nearly 40 countries at the
United Nations backed
LGBTQ families, at a
time when some Muslim
and African nations are
contesting sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity
language in UN forums.

"Families play a funda-
mental role in society.
Supporting families is an
important element in pro-
moting and protecting
human rights," 37 coun-
tries said in a statement at
the UN Human Rights
Council. "This support
must be inclusive of all
family compositions,
including multigenera-
tional and extended fami-
lies, single parent house-
holds, LGBTIQ+ families
and Indigenous kinship
groups," Australia's repre-
sentative said on behalf of
several countries. They
were mainly from Europe
and the Americas, plus
Israel, New Zealand and
East Timor.

They called on coun-
tries and UN bodies "to
continue to apply an
inclusive lens to families,
and to ensure that equali-
ty, non-discrimination,
and the universality of
human rights remain at
the centre of engagement
in supporting families".
Argentina, Brazil, Britain,
Canada, Germany,
Mexico, Spain and the
United States were among
the signatories.

The statement comes as
several other countries,
notably from the Middle
East, are mounting a
defence of the traditional
family in UN forums.
Sexual orientation and
gender identity issues will
be at the heart of the 53rd
Human Rights Council
session, which started and
runs until mid-July. Such
issues have become a con-
tentious in several branch-
es of the UN. Countries in
the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation and
many African nations,
plus Russia and China, are
trying to roll back con-
cepts and language which
have been embedded in
UN documents for at least
a decade.

Earlier this month, OIC
and African countries
were blocking the adop-
tion of the UN labour
agency's budget, before
agreeing to a last-minute
compromise over refer-
ences to discrimination
based on gender identity
and sexual orientation.
"Promoting a framework
around discrimination that
does not have internation-
al consensus and reflects
priorities of the few risks
undermining the spirit of
cooperation," said
Pakistan's Khalil Hashmi,
on behalf of the OIC
group, before the vote was
finally passed.

The World Health
Organization has since
last year seen attempts to
remove such references
from its strategy on infec-
tion prevention, while the
Human Rights Council
faces growing opposition
to long-standing efforts
to monitor for discrimi-
nation based on sexual
orientation and gender
identity.
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Pak-IMF divorce
and Dar’s fake

dogma
T

HE ongoing talks between Pakistan and the
IMF have failed, and the cash-strapped country
would no more get any financial support from

the world's top lender as the current program expires
on the 30th of this month. Although the finance min-
istry tried to convince the IMF about Pakistan's posi-
tion on different reservations and conditions of the
global lender those efforts failed to produce the
desired results. The news surely fuel the speculations
that Pakistan would default in the coming months as
many experts and global institutions have already
warned about the possibility. According to the
reports, Pakistan is not on the agenda of the IMF
Executive Board meetings scheduled to be held from
June 20 to June 29. The country could not secure the
IMF's final approval of the pending 9th review under
the EFF program which will expire on June 30 with-
out the disbursal of the remaining $2.6 billion out of
a total of $6.5 billion program. In this way, Mr. Dar
achieved another milestone of creating havoc through
unmeasured policies and unnecessary overconfi-
dence. 

Pakistan had been struggling to revive the IMF $6.5
billion Extended Facility Fund (EFF) which it secured in
2019 but the talks between the lingering South Asian
economy and the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
struck a deadlock over policy matters primarily on cur-
rency regulation and subsidies by the government. The
country has been awaiting the IMF's final approval of the
pending 9th review under the EFF program but the stub-
born global lender did not move one inch from its posi-
tion and Dar's dogma left no hope for any possibility of
making progress on the 10th review and any reunion
between Pakistan and the IMF at the crucial period in
Country's history.

Pakistan and the IMF remained at odds and there had
been exchanges of statements and accusations between
high-ups of the Washington-based global financial insti-
tution and Pakistani authorities. The IMF handed over a
long wish list to Pakistani authorities to put their house
to achieve IMF backing and get the release of a highly
essential $1.2 billion tranche from the global lender. The
coalition government adopted various administrative and
tax reforms and received funds and assurances from
friendly nations to get the nod from the IMF. However,
the IMF continuously accused Pakistan of controlling the
rupee exchange rate artificially and not reversing subsi-
dies on certain accounts, the two issues about which
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar is very much clear, but res-
olutely pursued his self-perceived agenda that finally
pushed the dwindling economy in the turbulent Sea.

There was little hope that if coalition partners present
a balanced budget for the fiscal year 2023-24, that might
pave the way for the revival of the IMF's program but the
government come up with a political budget, offered a
mass increase in pay and pension of government
employees, announced schemes for subsidies, increase
defense spending and other extravagances that proved to
be the last nail in the coffin of the EFF program for the
country. 

Interestingly, Finance Minister Dar announced a
divorce from the IMF ahead of the annual budget but
Prime Minister Shehbaz vowed to fulfill all requirements
and expressed optimism about the revival of the IMF
program during his recent media interaction a week ago,
which was surely a lack of knowledge or misinformation
feed by the Finance Ministry to the Chief Executive of
the Country. Meanwhile, the government was preparing
to follow plan B amid the likely scenario of failing to get
the IMF deal done. After having successfully sabotaged
the IMF program, the Dar led economic team of the
coalition government was preparing a plan of foreign
investment and billions of dollars in loans from friendly
nations such as China, KSA, UAE, and other Gulf states
to rescue the national economy and repay foreign debt
without assistance from the IMF. Recently, the coalition
government announced a so-called Economic Revival
Plan during a high-level meeting chaired by the Prime
Minister. The Army Chief was among the participants
and assured wholehearted support to the government to
achieve economic stability and enhance export-oriented
growth in the country.

Realistically, keeping the military on board in eco-
nomic and financial issues has no significance other than
a political stunt, as the military can only adopt austerity
measures but could not cease/ cap the defense budget in
the presence of a staunch enemy and evolving geostrate-
gic conditions in the region and beyond. During a height-
ened risk of imminent economic default, the leaders' pre-
ferred to boost their politics at the cost of the national
economy and presented an imaginary budget without
taking essentially needed economic reforms, taxation,
and trade measures. Resisting serious economic meas-
ures and preparing strategies to initiate a begging cam-
paign for foreign loans/ grants is no tact of the leaders
and economists of any nation. The coalition government
is considering void measures to attract foreign invest-
ment, and industrial growth without settling down ener-
gy issues, high production costs, trade and tariff issues,
and low share in bilateral trade with other nations. 

Historically, Pakistan had always been betrayed by
its leaders who traded national interests for their ego,
personal benefit, and public rating. The coalition gov-
ernment has missed an important opportunity to set the
national economy on a sustainable growth track, by not
honoring commitment to the global community which
not only shattered the belief of the Pakistani nation in
their leadership but badly tarnished the country's
image at the international level. Our neighbors includ-
ing Iran, India, and Bangla Desh are doing miracles in
the field of IT, Science, and technology but our talent-
ed youths are fleeing the nation in a state of utter dis-
appointment and uncertainty. The Pakistani govern-
ment is unable to tax the rich but it is compelled to
extend subsidies to the well-off segments of the socie-
ty. Presently, decades-long businesses, industries,
media houses, and newspapers face serious financial
challenges and are rapidly closing down because of
massive taxation, price hikes, shortage of energy, and
no payment of dues by the government. Humiliation,
disrespect, and collapse are the ultimate destinations of
such nations. Currently, our government is aiming in
the air to make a miracle out of daydreams, and politi-
cal narrative otherwise they have ruined the economy
and placed real economic mines for their successors
and coming generations in the country.

U
NDER the veneer
of western unity in
support of

Ukraine, reactions to the
war across Europe have
been informed by differ-
ent countries' readings of
their own history, of earli-
er conflicts on this conti-
nent, and by their concep-
tions of Russia's national
character. There is no
automatic consensus
within democratic soci-
eties about the lessons of
the past, nor should there
be. Remembrance is often
selective, and the way
ahead involves a discus-
sion about what went
wrong before.

Nowhere has this
process of revisiting the
past in search of the right
decisions for the future
been more fraught since the
Russian invasion than in
Germany. Over the past 16
months, the country has
ended its heavy dependence
on Russian oil and gas,
abandoned its reluctance to
send weapons to the war
zone, and turned into one of
Ukraine's most important
military and financial back-
ers after the US. Most
Germans now support this
policy shift - or
Zeitenwende (turning
point) as Chancellor Olaf
Scholz terms it - but public
debate about the future of
Germany's security policy
has not stopped. And argu-
ments about history play a
prominent part. The brutali-
ty of Russia's aggression
against Ukraine, Putin's
blatant disregard for inter-
national law, and his
explicit threats against the
west have compelled
Germany's political and
intellectual elites to recon-
sider long-held and wide-
spread assumptions about
the lessons for Germany of
the second world war and
the cold war. The signifi-
cance of this change should
not be underestimated, nor
should anyone be surprised
that it remains precarious
and contested.

In the three decades after
the end of the cold war,
Germany's policy in central
and eastern Europe was
heavily influenced by a
reading of history that put
Russia at the centre of
German thinking about the

region, while neglecting the
smaller countries in its
neighbourhood. This
Moscow-centric bias
reflected the extent of
Russia's power, but was
also, at least in part, due to
Germany's recognition of
its historic responsibility
for the second world war,
which on its eastern front,
was a brutal war of annihi-
lation. More than 25 mil-
lion Soviet soldiers and
civilians died, and they
play an important role in
Germany's culture of
remembrance. The readi-
ness to face up to its histor-
ical responsibility for the
second world war, and the
focus on reconciliation and
remembrance, are hard-
won achievements of
German democracy that
should not be taken lightly.
What remained problemat-
ic after the cold war, how-
ever, was a widespread
German tendency to equate
Russia with the Soviet
Union, and for politicians
to argue that Nazi
Germany's crimes imposed
a special German obliga-
tion to seek dialogue with
Russia, without extending
the same consideration to
the other former states of
the Soviet Union, such as
Ukraine. After all, roughly
8 million of the Soviet vic-
tims of the second world
war were Ukrainians, and
Ukrainian territory was the
site of brutal battles and
unspeakable crimes, partic-
ularly against the Jewish
population. There has been
no lack of nuanced histori-
cal research on this, but it is
only now, after Putin's
invasion, that the important
distinction between Russia
and the Soviet Union is
being more widely appreci-
ated in Germany's public
discourse.

The emphasis on the ter-
rible price of war with the
Soviet Union between 1941
and 1945 also resulted in a
lack of German sensitivity
about German-Russian col-
lusion from 1939 to 1941
and its long-term conse-
quences. Before Hitler
decided to attack the Soviet
Union two years later, he
and Stalin agreed in the
M o l o t o v - R i b b e n t r o p

nonaggression pact of 1939
to divide central and east-
ern Europe into Nazi and
Soviet spheres of influence.
The countries that paid the
price for this in brutal occu-
pation, deportation and dis-
placement were as deserv-
ing of Germany's special
consideration after the fall
of the iron curtain as
Russia. The memory of this
collusion has profoundly
shaped central and eastern
European thinking about
both countries to this day,
especially in Poland and the
Baltic states. However, in
the two decades leading up
to the war in Ukraine, their
point of view mattered less
to Berlin than Moscow's.
Another defining chapter in
Germany's history that is
now under re-examination
is the famous "Ostpolitik"
of the cold war chancellor
Willy Brandt. This
remained central to
Germany's thinking about
Russia until 24 February
2022. In the late 1960s and
early 1970s Brandt and his
Social Democratic party
(SPD) pursued a policy of
dialogue with the Soviet
Union in the hope of stabil-
ising West Germany's rela-
tionship with eastern
Europe. His belief, 25 years
after the end of the second
world war, was that a strat-
egy of "change through
rapprochement" would
reduce east-west tensions
and possibly even help
change the Soviet Union
from within.
Rapprochement included
trade with the Soviet
Union. One does not have
to be a member of the SPD
to be proud of Brandt,
albeit for a different reason.
He is most famous for
kneeling down in front of
the memorial to the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising in 1970, an
unprecedented and hugely
important gesture of shame
and repentance for
Germany's war crimes and
the Holocaust. It is also
important to stress that
Brandt's pursuit of dialogue
with the Soviet Union was
from a position of strength.
West German defence
spending was at 3% of
GDP a year during his time
as chancellor, vastly higher

even than what is envisaged
in Germany's first national
security strategy, published
on 14 June.

But Germany's Russia
policy lost its way after the
cold war, as large parts of
the SPD maintained a naive
attachment to the principle
of "change through trade"
and remembered or reinter-
preted Brandt's policy in a
selective way. Decades
after Brandt, Gerhard
Schröder, another SPD
chancellor, is accused of
turning this cherished and
widely idealised tradition
into a convenient excuse
for prioritising German
business interests in Russia
over the geopolitical con-
cerns of Germany's central
and eastern European Nato
and EU allies. In their
recent book, The Moscow
Connection, Reinhard
Bingener and Markus
Wehner present a forensic
and damning account of
how Putin's Russia spent
decades courting both
German political elites and
public opinion, showing
that the debate about
Germany's long-held
Russia-centric assumptions
is essential. Germany's sup-
port for Ukraine since the
invasion constitutes a clear
break with its Russia poli-
cy. The Scholz government
has burned its bridges with
Putin and abandoned long-
standing principles that had
resonated with many
Germans until February
2022. This was not easy.
But the crucial question is
not just whether the
Zeitenwende Scholz prom-
ised is really happening,
but why it took a murder-
ous war in Ukraine for it to
begin. Germany changed
its mind about Russia, but
not until it was too late. The
necessary and agonising
interrogation of why is only
just beginning. A change,
which from the German
government's point of view
feels significant, even dras-
tic, was long overdue and
far too slow in the eyes of
many of its allies. The criti-
cism is valid. It is the
urgency of Ukraine's plight
that should set the pace of
Germany's response to this
catastrophic crisis of
European security - not its
own soul-searching.

Why did it take a murderous
war on Ukraine for Germany

Helene von Bismarck

U
K ex-Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has
angrily resigned as

an MP, claiming that he
had been forced out in a
ploy by his political oppo-
nents. He has apparently
decided to jump ship and
resign before being sanc-
tioned by the special parlia-
mentary committee that
was investigating whether
the 58-year-old populist
repeatedly lied to
Parliament after he broke
COVID-19 lockdown rules
while he was in office - a
saga referred to in the UK
as "Partygate."

Johnson's resignation will
likely be seen as a form of
revenge on PM Rishi Sunak
and an attempt to disrupt his
premiership. Sunak has
inherited a Conservative
Party that is well down in the
polls to the main opposition
Labour Party after 13 years in
power, and with a general
election looming next year.
But above all his resignation
raises the question of whether
Britain has finally seen the
back of this colorful and divi-

sive politician.
The months-long investi-

gation by the Privileges
Committee, which has a
majority of MPs from
Johnson's own Conservative
Party, goes to show that the
parliamentary system is still
able to weed out unruly lead-
ers who try to act as if they
are above the law. Even
Johnson's popularity - along
with his 80-seat majority in
the December 2019 general
election on the promise to
"get Brexit done" and later
his ability to push through his
less-than-perfect UK-EU
divorce deal - did not help his
case when it came to break-
ing the rules of conduct for
elected politicians in Britain.

By quitting, Johnson
avoids the consequences of a
humiliating fight to remain
an MP. But he did not quit
without denouncing the com-
mittee, calling it a "kangaroo
court," which his supporters
also did when the committee
invited him to testify. During
his testimony in March, he
plainly said that he would
judge the committee on its

findings; in other words, if it
refrained from sanctioning
him, then he would respect
the ruling, but if the reputable
committee elected to recom-
mend that he was sanctioned
by Parliament, then he would
"think that would be not only
unfair, but I think it would be
wrong." In his resignation
statement, Johnson, as
expected, alluded - like any
populist leader and bad loser
- to his "bewilderment" and
said that he felt appalled that
he could be forced out in an
antidemocratic way due to
the Privileges Committee's
"bias." While the committee's
report is yet to be published,
he elected to jump before he
was pushed as, to his mind,
the committee's purpose was
to find him guilty regardless
of the facts.

The controversial UK
leader's rise and fall, howev-
er, should be seen as a vote of
confidence in parliamentary
democracy. UK MPs, who
are elected by the people as
their representatives, usually

have the final say on taming
errant politicians, including
those who, like Johnson,
have tried to circumvent and
undermine parliamentary
rules and practices and tried
to apply a presidential style
of government. Responding
to Johnson's resignation, a
Privileges Committee
spokesperson said he had
"impugned the integrity of
the House by his statement."
The world will have watched
with amazement the chapters
of setbacks and scandals that
plagued British politics on
Johnson's watch. But his luck
continues to fade, as the
COVID-19-era party scan-
dals forced him to quit as an
MP less than a year after 60
members of his own govern-
ment, including Sunak,
resigned and forced him out
of office as prime minister.

However, rumors have
persisted that Johnson, a
thrice-married father of at
least eight children, has not
given up hope of returning
for another shot at the top job.

His rise to power was a con-
ventional one, as he attended
the elitist Eton College and
Oxford University. His "cav-
alier attitude" was noted early
on by a teacher. And later his
apparent belief that rules
were for other people, in
addition to his elastic rela-
tionship with the truth, were
forged when he was presi-
dent of the Oxford Union, a
debating society founded on
rhetoric and repartee rather
than mastery of cold, hard
facts. After university, he was
sacked from The Times
newspaper after making up a
quote, before he joined The
Daily Telegraph as its
Brussels correspondent, from
where he became popular
among Conservative
euroskeptics for feeding
them "euromyths," such as
EU plans for a federal mega-
state that threatened British
sovereignty.

He became an MP in 2001
and, three years later, was
sacked from the shadow
Cabinet by Tory leader
Michael Howard for lying
about an extramarital affair.

From 2008 to 2016, he
served two terms as mayor of
London, promoting himself
as a pro-EU liberal, a stance
which he abandoned to
become the "Leave" cam-
paign's figurehead for the
2016 Brexit referendum,
capitalizing on his popular
image as an unconventional
but likeable rogue. Unlike
former US President Donald
Trump, who has blamed all
his legal troubles on a con-
spiracy by his Democratic
and liberal opponents,
Johnson is blaming his
demise on a "witch hunt"
conducted against him by
sections of his own party and
Parliament. But it is not diffi-
cult for many to see how he
has conspired against him-
self in his pursuit of his agen-
da of fame and gratification,
breaking every rule of decen-
cy and public service on the
way. Finally, his former col-
leagues in Parliament have
managed to put a stop to his
excesses and the damage he
has caused to British public
life and its reputation around
the world.

Partygate: Parliamentary democracy
the winner as Boris Johnson departs

Mohamed Chebaro

I
T is no secret that
Hezbollah and its fol-
lowers are restless

about all that is happen-
ing in Lebanon on the
economic, financial and
social levels as a result of
the suffocating crisis the
country is going through.
Hezbollah's immediate
suffering is one of the
consequences of the war
in Syria and its involve-
ment there, which has led
to the martyrdom of a
large number of young
people.

However, amid signs of
the end of the war in Syria
and Damascus' return to
the Arab fold via the Arab
League, it has become
clear to the families of the
fighters that the blood of
their sons was spilled in
vain, with no gains result-
ing from the party's partici-
pation in the conflict in
Syria on the basis of the
"strategic aims of the
resistance." Therefore,
resentment among the
many Shiites who make up
the party's base increases
on a daily basis, amid the
stifling economic crisis and
unstable living conditions
the country is facing.

After all, they live with
other Lebanese people and
they share the same suffer-
ing. It appeared clearly and
publicly with the launch of
the popular movement of
the Oct. 17 Revolution in
2019, when areas in
Southern Lebanon and the
Bekaa Valley witnessed
popular movements under
the slogan "All means all."
They accused the political
class, including Hezbollah,
of bringing the country to a
state of economic deterio-
ration and financial crisis -
the worst since the civil
war ended. Anger and
resentment against the
party's policies are now
being expressed publicly,
no longer behind walls or
in restricted meetings. As a
result of the insane
increase in the price of
essential consumer goods
and fuel, as well as the
decline in purchasing
power as a result of the
Lebanese pound's deterio-
rating value against the US
dollar, people can no
longer tolerate staying
silent and have started to
publicly express their
views. In the end, a hungry
man is an angry man, and
all barriers fall before star-
vation. The impact of
Hezbollah's policies was
evident in last year's parlia-
mentary elections, as
turnout declined signifi-
cantly in some of its
strongholds. It is worth
noting that the party and its
allies directly employed
tactics of intimidation and
fear toward voters. Such
practices were intense and
widespread.

Moreover, Hezbollah
limited its payment of
salaries in US dollars to
fighters only due to the
shrinking of its revenues
from Iran as a result of
sanctions. It also changed
the salaries of employees
within its institutions into
Lebanese lira, which
increased the resentment
and anger. As a result, it is
attempting to make up for
its financial shortcomings
by providing direct assis-
tance to its most committed
supporters, particularly by
granting them Al-Sajjad
cards, which can be used to
buy products from its insti-
tutions at discounted rates.
The same applies to the
launch of special cards to

allow Hezbollah followers
to buy medicines from a
group of pharmacies it is
affiliated with. These med-
icines are usually Iranian
and are not subject to the
conditions or control of the
Lebanese Ministry of
Health. The same is true of
the foodstuffs imported
from Iran. The same also
applies to the party's
attempt to expand its finan-
cial institutions, which are
now operating in parallel to
the legitimate banks in
order to try to replace them
in the future. These institu-
tions, specifically Al-Qard
Al-Hassan, which now has
31 branches, are distrib-
uted over a number of dif-
ferent regions after their
work was confined to spe-
cific branches in order to
absorb people's resent-
ment. This institution has
become part of the specula-
tive black market in
Lebanon by investing
"fresh dollars" into its affil-
iated ATMs and carrying
out normal banking opera-
tions as if it were a com-
mercial bank, in violation
of all banking and financial
laws in Lebanon.

It is also remarkable that
aid in the form of food bas-
kets, mostly given by inter-
national organizations like
USAID, benefit only fami-
lies affiliated with
Hezbollah, even though the
party publicly declares its
enmity to the US and other
Western countries.
However, it is evident that
a number of its officials
and their families lead nor-
mal lives and are unaffect-
ed by the crisis because
they are fortunate enough
to receive direct donations
from the party. That
increases the anger of the
families that do not benefit
from the same and who
have to make do with
crumbs. The children and
wives of Hezbollah leaders
enjoy a life of luxury, trav-
el and vacations, showing
off by carrying luxury bags
made by the likes of Gucci
and Chanel and watches
from international brands
such as Rolex. Meanwhile,
the people who make up
the popular support of
Hezbollah are not given
their daily sustenance or
anything that helps them
face the daily challenges of
living in Lebanon.

Despite the fact that the
country is undergoing
social and economic deteri-
oration, we clearly see the
family members of
Hezbollah officials living a
fancy lifestyle, as explicit-
ly revealed by the wed-
dings of the children of
these officials, which are
worth hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. This
undoubtedly increases the
popular resentment against
them. Some experts say
Hezbollah is now losing its
grip on Lebanon, given the
anger spreading even in its
traditional strongholds,
with many in the country
dissatisfied with Hezbollah
and the other longtime
power holders. The decline
of Hezbollah's popularity
and its political alliances
cannot be traced to a single
incident. Rather, it is the
result of an ongoing accu-
mulation of missteps and
miscalculations the party
has made over several
years, not to mention its
negative influence, which
has hampered Lebanon's
democratic processes,
impeded social cohesion
and hindered its path
toward prosperity.

Why Hezbollah’s
popularity in

rapidly declining
Jerry Maher



T
HE protracted nature of
the ongoing conflict in
Sudan portrays a grim

outlook, with it so far lacking
any conclusion or resolution. It is
disheartening to witness how two
rival generals have effectively
converted the peaceful capital
Khartoum into a dreadful battle-
ground, driven solely by their
personal vendettas.

The ongoing power struggle in
Sudan involves two influential fig-
ures vying for control and authori-
ty. At the forefront, we have Gen.
Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan, a promi-
nent military commander who has
assumed the de facto leadership
role in Sudan, for an extended peri-
od, through his commanding pres-
ence and actions. Opposing him is
Gen. Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo,
who holds leadership over the
Rapid Support Forces, a formida-
ble paramilitary group within the
country. This intricate power
dynamic experienced a significant
turning point in October 2021,
when Al-Burhan and Dagalo
formed an alliance to orchestrate a
military coup that resulted in their
ascension to the positions of effec-
tive leader and deputy leader of
Sudan, respectively. However, the
harmony between these two lead-
ers has deteriorated, leading to
public clashes and disagreements.

These tensions have manifested
themselves in overt and covert
maneuvers, as both generals have
been observed deploying addition-
al troops and equipment to military
camps in Khartoum and across the
nation. This accumulation of forces
is a worrisome escalation, reflect-
ing their intensified rivalry and
determination to consolidate their
power and influence. Regrettably,
the civilian populace of Sudan is
bearing the brunt of this power
struggle. Within the city of
Khartoum, an unfortunate multi-
tude of individuals have found
themselves trapped within the con-
fines of their own homes since the
initial eruption of violence on April
15. Perpetrators stationed in vari-
ous central neighborhoods have
engaged in relentless exchanges of
fire, utilizing rooftops and the nar-

row spaces between buildings to
target the warplanes above. This
prolonged siege has resulted in an
intermittent electricity supply,
essential provisions such as food
and water becoming scarce and a
surge in incidents of looting and
robbery, further intensifying the
hardships endured by residents.

According to the Ministry of
Health, the distressing casualty fig-
ures stemming from the ongoing
conflict indicate a civilian death
toll in excess of 865, with an addi-
tional 5,000 individuals sustaining
injuries. However, it is crucial to
acknowledge that these reported
numbers likely represent a conser-
vative estimate, with the actual
magnitude of human suffering and
loss probably surpassing the offi-
cial figures. The Office of the UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights has severe apprehensions
regarding the ongoing conflict in
Sudan and its dire consequences
for civilians. According to
spokesman Jeremy Laurence, the
office highlighted a particularly
distressing incident that occurred
last week involving an attack on a
bustling livestock market in
Khartoum. This assault tragically
resulted in the loss of eight civilian
lives, including three members of
the same family. The Sudanese
Armed Forces was responsible for
the airstrike on the Al-Muwaliyyah
market. Additionally, Laurence

mentioned another incident that
took place on the same day, when a
child was reportedly killed after a
shell struck their family residence
in southern Khartoum. These inci-
dents exemplify the grave toll
being exacted on innocent lives
amid the conflict.

In the quest to end the conflict

and restore peace, there are several
measures that the US could consid-
er implementing. Firstly, it could
leverage its diplomatic influence
by engaging in high-level negotia-
tions with the conflicting parties in
Sudan. By actively mediating and
facilitating dialogue, America can
encourage the rival factions to seek
common ground, while emphasiz-
ing the importance of human
rights, stability and reconciliation
in their discussions. Moreover,
Biden's administration can exert
diplomatic pressure on Sudan by
collaborating with international
partners and organizations, such as
the UN and regional bodies like the
African Union. By coordinating
efforts and leveraging collective
influence, a united front can be
presented to Sudanese authorities,
reinforcing the imperative of a
rights-based approach and encour-
aging them to actively pursue a
peaceful resolution.

In addition to such diplomatic
endeavors, Washington can offer
support for humanitarian efforts
within Sudan. By providing robust

assistance, including financial aid,
resources and expertise, the US can
contribute to alleviating the dire
humanitarian conditions the
Sudanese population faces. This
could involve facilitating access to
food, clean water, healthcare and
shelter, thereby addressing the
immediate needs of the affected
civilians. Furthermore, the leader
of the free world could prioritize
efforts to strengthen governance
structures, the rule of law and insti-
tutions in Sudan. The US could
help establish a foundation for sus-
tainable peace and stability by pro-
moting transparency, accountabili-
ty and inclusive governance. This
may involve supporting capacity-
building programs, fostering civil
society engagement and promoting
initiatives that uphold human
rights, democracy and the rule of
law.

By aligning its actions with its
stated commitment to human
rights, the Biden administration
could demonstrate its dedication to
upholding its fundamental values
and principles, while working
toward a positive resolution in
Sudan. However, the Biden admin-
istration's handling of the issue has
been deemed inadequate. One
notable example was the exclusion
of Sudan from the summit with
African leaders in Washington last
December, which was partly influ-
enced by the country's military
coup. Additionally, during
President Biden's visit to Saudi
Arabia in July 2022, Sudan did not
feature prominently in policy dis-
cussions. Arguably, the US could
have pursued a more assertive
stance against the rival generals in
Sudan, although the feasibility of
such a course of action is debat-
able.

Sudan's state of affairs has
undergone such profound and
transformative changes in recent
months that a mere restoration of
the previous status quo is no longer
feasible or viable. Recognizing the
urgency and magnitude of the chal-
lenges at hand, a concerted and
collaborative effort is required to
bring about meaningful change and
restore stability in Sudan. 
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How the US can lead the
way on Sudan peace efforts

Dalia Al-Aqidi

N
INETY days’ suspension
and a lifelong ban from a
pass to enter the Palace of

Westminster. This is the punish-
ing verdict for the only prime
minister ever found to have mis-
led parliament. Naturally, Boris
Johnson lashes out at the privi-
leges committee judgment as a
"final knife-thrust in a protract-
ed political assassination",
designed "to find me guilty,
regardless of the facts". All the
committee's painstakingly care-
ful yet eye-popping evidence
bounces off him, as he treats the
detailed accounts of six (plus
another 16) Downing Street par-
ties, and the lies he told, with
total contempt. Furious self-pity,
paranoid victimhood and faith in
his golden merit is true to form.

This verdict should be the stake
through the heart of a disgraced
career. Anthony Seldon and
Raymond Newell already pro-
duced enough devastating evi-
dence in the biography Johnson at
10 to prevent any conceivable res-
urrection of this monster, you
would think. At a literary event this
week, Seldon signed my copy
with: "A story about the worst
prime minister in (modern) history
- rotten to the core." The hypothet-
ical punishment was multiplied for
his complicity in a "campaign of
abuse" against the committee,
which he derided as a kangaroo
court. His smears today were
expected, claiming the findings
that he deliberately misled the
house were "rubbish", and "a lie",
calling it a "deranged conclusion".
He said some of the committee's
arguments were "a load of com-
plete tripe, and that "this report is a
charade". But don't imagine these
are the final ravings of a desperate
man as he sinks into a hell of his

own making. No, there is nothing
reckless or uncalculated about this
Trumpian tactic. He does not for
one moment expect to convince the
likes of you and me, or any half-
rational observers, but to give
ammunition and hope to his little
platoons of supporters, about two
dozen in parliament and many
more among the Tory membership,
who might, just possibly, get some
future chance to select him again as
their leader.

There is nothing wild about
Johnson's flamboyant rejection of
criticism, as it gives his many
foghorns in the media a supply of
ammunition to keep the Brexit
fires burning, saluting their hero as
the prince over the water. This is
civil war. Their enemy is Rishi
Sunak, the usurper in Downing
Street, who even now is wrongful-
ly enjoying Johnson's gold wallpa-
per. The remainers, lefties,
wokerati and metropolitan elite are
now forgotten enemies for Johnson
and his platoons, who focus all
their fire on their own frontbench.
That war may fizzle out, when you
look at the quality of politicians
rallying to the tattered flag of
Johnson's cohort - Michael
Fabricant, Jake Berry and Jacob
Rees-Mogg. But they can still
inflict salvoes of unfriendly fire.
Nadine Dorries is trying to time her
byelection for maximum damage.
Yet in this bizarre Conservative
party nothing is impossible, so this
embittered platoon may yet turn
into more than revenge-seekers. If
Sunak's March budget tax give-
aways fail to bribe enough voters,
we already know that a panicked
Tory party, which gave us Johnson
and then Liz Truss, is capable of
absolutely anything in a frantic

attempt to hold on to its vanishing
seats.

Here's the world they inhabit:
the Sun reminds us of the insane
power of the tiny Tory member-
ship. When it comes to the free
vote on the floor in the Commons
on Monday, each Tory MP will
have to decide for themselves
whether to back the privileges
committee report, or express con-
tinuing support for Johnson by
rejecting it. The frightening anti-
democratic threat, expressed by a
senior Tory, is that any Tory MP
who votes for the report "will be
having some serious issues with
their associations and wouldn't be
remotely surprised if they were
given the boot". So here we are in
full Trump territory, where intimi-
dation by a small group of
Johnsonite Tories can terrify their
MPs into backing him. They are
deluded. The idea that the Johnson
magic of Brexit and the 2019 elec-
tion could be resuscitated is a
phantasm. The public wouldn't
have it. 

They view the idea of his resur-
rection as a joke. Fuel was added to
his funeral pyre this week when the
Covid inquiry opened with a sad
cortege of heart-breaking witness-
es talking of what happened to
them and their families. They
never visited the sick and dying.
Now, they are left to mourn their
obedience to rules ordered by
Johnson at his nightly press confer-
ences. The bereaved will always be
there, like the parade of ghosts
haunting Richard III on the eve of
battle, reminding everyone that this
was never a minor matter of a few
parties. This act of contempt, of
misleading parliament, might seem
an arcane oddity to many voters

witnessing so many extravagant
non-truths and factoids hurled
about the House on an ordinary
day. But a mother who was stopped
by the police from saving her suici-
dal daughter is the kind of Covid
story that, once heard, can never be
forgotten. That Johnson and his
coterie can imagine he has been
hounded from office on trumped
up charges shows just how unfit for
office they all are and always were,
and how far removed their lives are
from the experience of the rest of
the population during those lock-
down months.

This was indeed the "worst"
prime minister, the most unfit and
yet, terrible though it is to admit,
probably the most important. His
short term in office has left the
deepest and most enduring legacy
that will scar the history books
when other leaders are long forgot-
ten. No other prime minister in my
lifetime has inflicted such perma-
nent and crippling damage, divid-
ing and diminishing the nation
with a Brexit he didn't even care
about. Margaret Thatcher's harms
are many and searing, but they can
be undone, and it looks as if many
soon could be. Brexit is a deeper
laceration. It will forever leave a
mark as the most abrupt and piv-
otal point in the nation's decline.
Despised abroad, with a shrinking
GDP and a loss of foreign invest-
ment as well as respect, Britain
now finds itself alienated, alone,
and sliding downwards on just
about every league table. Johnson
did this, the political wizard who
cast a spell over the voters with his
outrageous lies and promises. His
cunning verbal wit - and even the
seductive falsities he peddled -
were part of his charm. This was
his only talent, and it was lethal. 
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Snarls and smears from disgraced Boris
Johnson, readying his troops for civil war

Polly Toynbee

A
LTHOUGH relations
between China and the
European Union are

undergoing changes, they will
continue due to the undeniable
economic power of China and
its importance to the economic
success of the EU, which is fac-
ing technical and/or real eco-
nomic recession. The entire
eurozone has already witnessed
a slowdown in growth, much
observed in the Czech Republic
and Lithuania, also in Germany
and other eurozone countries,
which was in technical recession
for two quarters in a row. The
technical recession could turn
into a real one or lead to eco-
nomic stagnation and spread
across the EU and the United
States.

The main reason behind this is
the industry-related crisis due to
the failure of export operations
owing to the lack of purchasing
power in the domestic and inter-
national markets. To overcome
this situation, but also under pres-
sure from the US, the EU is set to
take some challenging decisions
and hold a series of meetings to
define its policy toward China. At
a key EU leaders' summit on June

29-30, EU-China relations will be
high on the agenda.

That EU-China relations will
continue was, in a way, confirmed
by what European Council
President Charles Michel recently
said that it is in the EU's interest
to maintain "stable and construc-
tive" cooperation with China.
Michel also called on China to
use its "influence" over its neigh-
bor Russia to end the Ukraine cri-
sis. Josep Borrell, the EU's high
representative for foreign affairs,
in a recent commentary, hinted at
how the EU could adjust its three-
part policy toward China ("part-
ner, competitor and systemic
rival"). And while Borrell came
closer than before to acknowledg-
ing China's aspiration to "build a
new world order", the prescrip-
tions he provided are woefully
tepid, especially on human rights.
He called for "robust engage-
ment" between the EU and
Beijing, though.

"De-risking" is the latest term
to enter the China-related policy
lexicon of the EU. But it appears
to largely mean, for some leaders
at least, protecting EU economic

players' interests. Perhaps the
most vivid example was given by
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz,
who sought to "de-risk" ties with
China by ensuring dozens of
German business executives
accompanied him to Beijing dur-
ing his November 2022 visit to
Beijing, an approach adopted by
French President Emmanuel
Macron in April. According to
analysts, the EU should explain
how it will recalibrate its human
rights policy toward China. After
all, human rights, hyped up in
recent times by Washington and
Brussels, are a global issue, with
breaches in the US and the EU.
The recent promises made by the
US administration, especially
State Secretary Antony Blinken's
claim that "America is back",
and are engaged in helping
resolve issues such as climate
change, Iran's nuclear ambitions
and human rights, have not been
met.

There is evidence of greater
silence on human rights viola-
tions in the EU, predominantly in
Lithuania and in EU organiza-
tions, primarily the European

Commission, after complaints to
the US State Department didn't
evoke the promise of improving
the situation but, in contrast, the
denial of Fulbright scholarships
on political grounds; perpetration
of discrimination in the job mar-
ket, leading to economic vio-
lence; even stealing of personal
funds sent by the United Nations
through fake invoices; and US
State Department's support to
offenders rather than the victims.
It is worth remembering what
some European officials have
said: if you have nothing else to
accuse China of, go for human
rights even if it is not always real.
Western countries, especially the
US, should first set their own
house in order before criticizing
China. Otherwise, they would be
manipulating the universal value
of human rights.

Human rights cannot be the
denominator of future China-EU
relations. Sino-EU ties should be
based not on polarization, but on
mutual interest and respect, on
multilateralism and economic
exchanges, and should be free
from unlawful US interference
and pressures. 
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Experts’ take on China-EU relations
Ann Buel

‘
I liked Silvio," Tony
Blair wrote in his auto-
biography. That was in

2010, when there was pos-
sibly some excuse. It was
not until 2013 that the late
"Silvio" was convicted of
tax fraud; charges of false
accounting having been
dropped after Berlusconi
changed the law on false
accounting; formal sex
charges against him were
also yet to come. There
were just the two public
letters from the second
Mrs Berlusconi, Veronica
Lario, both denouncing
her husband's pursuit
and shameless political
promotion of objects of
his sexual interest, to sug-
gest that Blair might want
to rethink his enthusiasm
for a notorious chaser of
young women and disre-
specter of older ones lest
this be mistaken for some
sort of endorsement.

Lario was provoked
beyond endurance by
Berlusconi's attendance -
bearing a gold and diamond
necklace - at the 18th birth-
day party of a lingerie
model who called him
"Papi". Lario told reporters:
"I cannot be with a man
who cavorts with minors."
If Blair, in the pre-#MeToo
years, hadn't noticed that
well-publicised scandal, his
old helpmeet, Alastair
Campbell certainly had, to
the point of appointing
himself agony aunt to
Berlusconi, with hints on
escaping, as Clinton had
done, the harsher conse-
quences of satyrism. "He
could do worse," Campbell
advised, "than adopt that
same calm approach as Bill
Clinton. Objective.
Strategy. Tactics."

Given it's now also been
forgotten, maybe Blair was
wise not to let the 2009 per-
jury conviction of David
Mills (the husband of his
then cabinet minister, Tessa
Jowell) influence his
assessment of Berlusconi -
someone he described only,
in his book, as having "con-
troversy around them".
Mills was found to have
withheld incriminating tes-
timony to help Berlusconi
in a corruption trial, and
sentenced to four and a half
years in jail, though this
was later quashed on a
technicality. The statute of
limitations also ensured
that Berlusconi escaped a
conviction for bribery. In
any case, Blair was grate-
ful. Berlusconi had sup-
ported him in both the inva-
sion of Iraq and the UK's
bid for the Olympics. "At
all levels," Blair wrote,
"politics is about people. If
you like a leader, you try to
help them." Even, it turns
out, after death. Last week
Blair added his tribute to
those of fellow Berlusconi
fans Vladimir Putin,
George Bush and Viktor
Orbán, in terms suggesting
that Berlusconi's reputation
should rightfully survive
further evidence, post-
2010, of priapism, corrup-
tion, tax dodging, incompe-

tence.
"Silvio was a larger-

than-life figure," Blair said.
"I know he was controver-
sial for many but for me he
was a leader whom I found
capable, shrewd and, most
important, true to his
word." "For me." Good to
know. We can feel confi-
dent that Berlusconi never
groped Tony's wife, perved
over his daughter or dis-

missed his colleagues as
menopausal. Even allowing
for funeral tact - de mortu-
is, nil mention of prosti-
tutes - that temporarily for-
bids allusions to
Berlusconi's most sordid
achievements, it is a strik-
ingly generous way for a
progressive leader to depict
a less principled one's dedi-
cation to sexual gratifica-
tion, along with his reliance
on television channels that
continually demeaned
women. It's not as if the
world was waiting for Blair
to advertise how little he
cared about Angela Merkel
being called an "unfuckable
lard-arse". Or more recent-
ly, Berlusconi promising
his football team, Monza,
"a bus of whores".

Not that Blair is alone in
indifference to behaviour
that once provoked
women's petitions, a com-
plaint (about his insulting
language) taken by two
MPs to the European court
of human rights, a docu-
mentary exposing the use
of women on Italian televi-
sion (dominated by
Berlusconi) predominantly
as sex objects, and in 2011,
a demonstration by more
than 100,000 women and
their supporters against the
"degrading" view of
women fostered by
Berlusconi, a keen user of
escorts. The same year,
Italian women were
revealed to be the unhappi-
est in Europe. "If your only
information about female
people came from
Berlusconi's channels,"
Ariel Levy wrote that year,
for the New Yorker, "you
would likely conclude that
they exist specifically to be
sexually humiliated in pub-
lic." In fact, given his own
sexual boasts and unim-
pressive record in promot-
ing women during the years
of his and Campbell's dou-
ble act, Blair's esteem is
probably less disturbing
than Berlusconi's depiction
last week, in news sources
that would probably not use
similar language about a

non-philandering version
of the late billionaire, as
"swashbuckling", "colour-
ful", "buccaneering",
"flamboyant", "raunchy", a
"force of nature" prone to
"dalliance" (ie, more or less
any antiquated compliment
that would never be applied
to a female politician). As
opposed to the more plausi-
ble "sad", "repulsive", "des-
perate", "creepy", "smaller
than life", prone to "leer-
ing". Awed accounts of the

orgies (with nun outfits!) to
which he treated himself,
created an impression - in
contrast to weary com-
ments from his old adver-
saries, Italian feminists -
that would have surely
delighted their hero: that
the activities of the 86-
year-old (whose most
recent partner is now 33)
are still considered more
Casanova, or at worst,
Carry On, than a persistent,
dehumanising use of wealth
and power.

Even in Italy, where
Berlusconi's supporters
have responded furiously to
critics of the state mourn-
ing, Rosy Bindi, a politi-
cian who was once publicly
insulted by Berlusconi in a
television debate, has
argued for some balance:
"Death doesn't naturally
erase people's lives." "I
believe he certainly con-
tributed to change Italy,"
she says, "but certainly not
for the better." Likewise the
Italian feminist Laura
Onofri, for whom the num-
ber of politicians and com-
mentators praising
Berlusconi has, she writes,
"truly exceeded the limit of
decency". Berlusconi's
greatest fault, she suggests,
was his promotion on tele-
vision of a "sexist, macho
and patriarchal culture",
along with conduct "that
not only made us ridiculous
in the eyes of the world, but
legitimised behaviour
harmful to women's digni-
ty".

If Britain had not also
rewarded an incontinent
shagger who made the
country globally ridiculous,
reports in which
Berlusconi's usage of
women is repeatedly
euphemised as dashing
would still not suggest a
culture significantly
advanced. Whatever pre-
vents a Johnson comeback,
it will not be his pattern of
workplace liaisons with
women even Berlusconi
might have considered
young enough to apply. 

The Guardian

For Blair, Silvio was shrewd,
capable and true to his word.

For others, not so much
Catherine Bennett

N
ATO needs to
brace itself for the
prospect of Ukr-

aine's counteroffensive
failing to achieve major
success. Indeed, so far,
Kyiv has attained only
limited gains. But those
who expected a lightning
breakthrough were
always going to be disap-
pointed. This is not
German panzers against
Polish horse cavalry, nor
is it American shock and
awe against demoralised
Iraqi forces in antiquated
tanks with no air cover.

Instead, we are seeing
something closer to an attri-
tional style of warfare, with
attacking forces battering
against heavily fortified
defences. Current opera-
tions are at the stage of
reconnaissance-in-force
along four separate axes of
advance, with Ukrainian
units probing Russian posi-
tions to identify weak spots
that can then be softened up
with artillery and exploited
by armoured reserve forces.
Commandos and partisans
are said to be working
behind enemy lines to cre-
ate confusion and disrupt
command and control cen-
tres. Long range strikes are
being used to hit headquar-
ters. Critical here is decep-
tion, attacking in as many
areas as possible to keep
the Russians guessing
where the major thrusts will
come. But in war, opera-
tions rarely go to plan and
the odds are stacked against
Kyiv. Russia's General
Valery Gerasimov has had a
lot of time and resources to

prepare effective defences
in multiple lines .The
Russians also have numeri-
cal superiority in pretty
much everything, from men
and tanks to, perhaps most
critically, artillery.

Then there is air power.
Almost every attacking
force from the Second
World War onwards has
succeeded only with air
superiority or supremacy.
This the Ukrainians do not
have, and we have already
seen the cost of that with
battlefield footage appar-
ently showing American-
supplied Bradley fighting
vehicles and German
Leopard 2 tanks picked off
by attack helicopters. So
this counter offensive could
go either way. But one
thing is certain: a Ukrainian
victory is very far from
guaranteed. We can already
see this concern reflected in
notes of caution from the
White House, where
President Biden is presum-
ably contemplating the
damage to his political pro-
gramme that might result
from anything other than
decisive gains on the battle-
field.

1 Corinthians tells us:
"If the trumpet give an
uncertain sound, who shall
prepare himself to the bat-
tle?" At the Vilnius Nato
summit next month, if
members are peering into
the abyss of a failing coun-
teroffensive, there will cer-
tainly be many uncertain
voices. Those who were
already reluctant to send

weapons will have a new
excuse: Ukraine doesn't
have the fighting power to
achieve victory. Never
mind that, over the last
year, we have seen a far
less determined response
from many countries than
this crisis called for. Kyiv
could be fielding far more
Leopard tanks now if
Berlin had not obstructed
their deployment, and it
would even be possible to
have F-16s in the skies if
the decision to supply them
- still not yet made - had
been taken in Washington a
year ago. The risk is that
the likes of Emmanuel
Macron and Olaf Scholz
will renew their lobbying
to press Kyiv towards a
peace treaty before the year
is out. Wavering of that sort
in Europe would under-
mine Biden's position with
Congress, with every
prospect of House
Republicans trying to
thwart additional funding
for Ukraine. But that would
be exactly the wrong
response. If the offensive
falters, the West will need
to turn in earnest to the
question of how to expand
Ukraine's offensive capa-
bility. And that hard sup-
port will have to be backed
up by announcing a defini-
tive path to Ukraine's
membership of Nato. The
leaders at Vilnius should
ask themselves a question:
if Ukraine with the might
of the Atlantic alliance at
its back cannot prevail
against Russian aggres-
sion, then what is the point
of Nato?

Prepare for Ukraine’s
counter-offensive to falter

Richard Kemp

The Sudanese Armed Forces was respon-
sible for the airstrike on the Al-Muwaliyyah
market. Additionally, Laurence mentioned
another incident that took place on the
same day, when a child was reportedly
killed after a shell struck their family resi-
dence in southern Khartoum. These inci-
dents exemplify the grave toll being exacted
on innocent lives amid the conflict.

Even in Italy, where Berlusconi's sup-
porters have responded furiously to critics
of the state mourning, Rosy Bindi, a
politician who was once publicly insulted
by Berlusconi in a television debate, has
argued for some balance: "Death doesn't
naturally erase people's lives." "I believe
he certainly contributed to change Italy,"
she says, "but certainly not for the bet-
ter."



ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan’s
ambassador to Sudan Mir Behrooz
Regi has said that Balochistan is a
province rich in gold, gas and miner-
al resources. 

He said that by utilizing these
resources in a better way, the destiny
of Balochistan as well as Pakistan can
be changed.

The Ambassador expressed these
views yesterday while meeting
President of Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari on the occasion of his
visit to the chamber. 

He said that the civil war of Sudan
is causing the destruction of a very
sad and important African country. 

“We need to work together to
improve the security situation of
Pakistan and take the country on the
path of development and prosperity”

he said. Within the city of Khartoum,
thousands of innocent civilians have
fallen victim to this war, he said.

“We need to abandon the politics
of division in Pakistan and adopt the
path of brotherhood, tolerance and
dialogue, So that the country can
move on the path of development and
prosperity.

Speaking on the occasion,
President Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari said that Balochistan is
the future of Pakistan. After the com-
pletion of Gwadar Port, Pakistan will
be able to gain new importance in the
entire region, this is the reason why
anti-Pakistan forces are obstructing
the way to bring peace and tranquili-
ty in Balochistan and Gwadar. 

He said that the armed forces have
successfully fought these anti-nation-

al forces before and now under the
leadership of Army Chief General
Asim Munir today. 

The recent successes of Pakistan’s
security agencies are proof that sub-
versives and enemies of peace will
not be allowed to succeed.

“We expect that Pakistan will soon
come out of its current economic cri-
sis and move on to the path of devel-
opment and prosperity” he said. 

He said that Sudan has great
importance in the African region and
the civil war there is very sad. 

The manner in which the embassy
has evacuated our citizens in difficult
situations is commendable. 

As an important country in the
Islamic world, Pakistan should play a
role in ending the civil war in Sudan
through OIC and other international
platforms.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The gold
imports increased by 44.22 percent
during the past eleven months of the
current fiscal year as compared to the
corresponding period of last year,
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported. 

The gold imports during the July-
May (2022-23) were recorded at
$27.377 million as compared to the
imports of $18.983 million during
July-May (2021-22), according to the
data. 

In terms of quantity, Pakistan
imported 437 kilograms of gold dur-
ing the months under review as com-
pared to the imports of 302 kilograms
last year, showing growth of 44.70

percent.
Meanwhile on year-on-year basis,

the gold imports into the country wit-
nessed an increase of 250.55 percent
as these were recorded at $3.421 mil-
lion in May 2023 against the imports
of $0.976 million in May 2022.

In terms of quantity, the imports of
the commodity declined by 271.43
percent, from 14 kilograms in May
2022 to 52 kilograms in May 2023.

Meanwhile, on month-on-month
basis, the gold imports during May
2023 increased by 537.06 percent
when compared to the imports of
$0.537 million in April 2023.

In terms of quantity, the gold
imports increased by 550 percent in

May 2023when compared to the
imports of 8 kilogram registered in
October.

It is pertinent to mention here that
the overall trade deficit witnessed a
decline of 40.59 percent during the
first eleven months of the current fis-
cal year as compared to the corre-
sponding period of last year.

The trade deficit during July-May
(2022-23) was recorded at $25.791
billion against the deficit of $43.409
billion in July- May (2021-22), a
decline of 40.59 percent.

The exports during the period were
recorded at $25.366 billion against
$28.871 billion last year, showing a
decline of 12.14 percent.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
attained the target of issu-
ing Rs 1.48 trillion in fresh
bonds in the current fiscal
year (2022-23). 

The CDNS has set a
reviewed saving target of
Rs 1.3 trillion for the cur-
rent financial year (2022-
23) which will “promote
the savings culture in the
country”, the senior official
of CDNS told APP here on
Wednesday.

In view of the current
market trend in the country,
the ambitious target had
been set to further improve
the savings culture, he said.

Responding to a ques-
tion, he said the CDNS sur-
passed its annual target in
the previous fiscal year and
set a historic record of Rs
1,250 billion in savings till

June 30, 2022.
It had set an annual gross

receipt target of Rs 980 bil-
lion from July 1 to June 30
of the previous financial
year 2020-21 to promote
savings in the country.

The senior official said
the CDNS had set a Rs 250
billion annual collection
target from July 1 to June
30 for the year 2020-2021
as compared to Rs 352 bil-
lion during the same period
for the previous year (2019-
20) to enhance savings in
the country.

The CDNS had set Rs
352 billion annual collec-
tion target for the year
2019-20 as compared to Rs
350 billion for the previous
year (2018-19), he added.

Replying to another
query, he said CDNS had
reviewed and set a target of
Rs 70 billion in the fiscal

year (2022-23) for Islamic
investment to introduce the
new products in the market.

In the current financial
year, CDNS would achieve
the investment target of Rs
70 billion, he maintained.

Replying to a question,
he said the CDNS has digi-
tized National Savings
Certificates (NSCs) for the
convenience of consumers
and to modernize the insti-
tutional process.

He said the CDNS and
Central Depository
Company of Pakistan
Limited (CDCP) have
signed an agreement to start
a pilot project for the digiti-
zation and dematerializa-
tion of NSCs last week.

The senior official said
this will increase invest-
ment in National Savings
and increase consumers’
confidence.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue,
Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar said here on
Wednesday that the govern-
ment was committed to
complete the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
gramme. 

During a meeting with
Ambassador of the United
States of America to
Pakistan, Donald Blome
who called on the minister,
the minister informed him
about the progress on the
on-going talks with IMF,
according to press state-
ment issued by finance
ministry.

He said Pakistan values

the deep rooted historic and
durable bilateral relations
with the United States on
economic and trade fronts. 

Dar shared the economic
policies and priorities of the
government to address the
challenging economic envi-
ronment and set the econo-
my on the path to stability
and growth. 

He informed the US
Ambassador about the gov-
ernment’s budgetary meas-
ures to reduce the fiscal gap
in order to meet its national
as well as international
financial obligations. 

The two sides also
exchanged views about
areas of common interest
and how the existing bilat-

eral relations between the
two countries can be
enhanced further. 

On the occasion, the US
Ambassador expressed
confidence in the policies
and programmes of the
government for economic
sustainability and socio-
economic uplift of the
masses. 

He extended his support
to further promote bilateral
economic, investment and
trade relations between
both the countries. 

Dar thanked the US
Ambassador and reiterated
the desire of the govern-
ment to further deepen
bilateral trade and invest-
ment ties with the USA.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
shed 432.23 points on
Wednesday, a negative
change of 1.06 per cent,
closing at 40,220.80 points
against 40,653.03 points
the previous day. 

A total of 97,020,043
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
124,856,236 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at
Rs.3.572 billion against Rs.
4.031 billion on the last
trading day. 

As many as 323 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 69 of
them recorded gains and
231 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
23 companies remained
unchanged. 

The three top-trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 11,646,057
shares at Rs.1.11 per share;

Bankislami Pak with
7,858,759 shares at
Rs.16.12 per share and
Shell Pakistan with
4,664,600 shares at
Rs.109.18 per share. 

Js Global Cap witnessed
a maximum increase of
Rs.6.73 per share price,
closing at Rs.205.00,
whereas the runner-up was
Gatron Ind. XB with an
Rs.4.42 rise in its per share
price to Rs.248.48. 

Allawasaya Tex wit-
nessed a maximum decre-
ase of Rs.164.00 per share
closing at Rs.2,024.00; fol-
lowed by Bata (Pak) with
Rs.85.57 decline to close at
Rs.1,750.00.

Rupee gains 24 paisas
against US Dollar in
interbank

Pakistani Rupee on
Wednesday gained 24
paisas against the US
Dollar (USD) in the inter-
bank trading as it closed at
Rs 286.97 against the pre-

vious day’s closing of Rs
287.21.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of dollars
in the open market stood at
Rs 288.5 and Rs 291
respectively.

The price of the Euro
went down by 5 paisas to
close at Rs 313.63 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
313.98, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan.

The Japanese Yen
remain unchanged to close
at Rs 2.02, whereas a
decrease of Rs 2.07 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs 365.13
as compared to its last day’s
closing of Rs 367.20.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal depreciated
by 06 paisas each to close
at Rs 78.13 and Rs 76.50
respectively.

KARACHI (APP): Korangi
Association of Trade and
Industry (KATI),
Wednesday urged the gov-
ernment to develop a com-
prehensive 10-year policy
in consultation with indus-
try stakeholders to boost
exports and foreign
exchange earnings. 

President KATI Faraz-
ur-Rehman, in a statement
issued here, pointed out
that Pakistan possesses the
significant potential to
earn foreign exchange
through the textile, IT,
pharmaceutical, and horti-
culture sectors. 

He emphasised the need

of focusing on Pakistan’s
major export sectors and
easing restrictions and con-
ditions on exports as the
government was in urgent
need of foreign exchange
and supporting the export
industry was crucial in that
regard. 

He specifically high-
lighted the textile sector
and urged the restoration of
subsidised electricity and
gas tariffs, as well as the
provision of affordable and
uninterrupted natural gas
supply to industries. 

He also emphasised the
importance of restoring
SRO 1125(1) of 2011,

which would have a posi-
tive impact on the export
industry. 

The president of KATI
underlined that relying
solely on loans from inter-
national financial institu-
tions or friendly countries
will not resolve the ongoing
economic crisis and urgent
measures were needed to
pay interest on loans and
diversify revenue sources. 

He expressed hope that
the government would take
proactive steps in consulta-
tion with stakeholders to
achieve economic stability
and stimulate export
growth.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In line with the
government’s efforts to
help underprivileged com-
munities, Pakistan
Petroleum Limited (PPL)
has recently organized a
national-level ration distri-
bution drive worth Rs. 100
million. To this end, the
company distributed over
12000 ration bags to

deserving households
around its operational
areas. 

The ration bags, contain-
ing flour, rice, sugar, milk,
pulses and cooking oil,
weighing 20 kg each, have
been handed over to local
administration for distribu-
tion among the deserving
residents in Sindh,
Balochistan and Punjab. As
such, the company has

always supported govern-
ment’s efforts during chal-
lenging national situations,
including natural disasters
and epidemics. 

Apart from obligatory
CSR initiatives, PPL has
been contributing for wel-
fare measures in education,
healthcare, livelihood gen-
eration, infrastructure
development and communi-
ty transformation projects. 

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) acting
president Ijaz Khan Afridi
called for implementation
of business-friendly poli-
cies on a permanent basis to
revive businesses and
industries and ailing the
country’s ailing economy.

He was addressing par-
ticipants of the 33rd Senior
Management Course of the
National Institute of
Management (NIM)
Islamabad here during their
visit to the chamber’s house
on Wednesday.

Ijaz Afridi said the role of
bureaucracy is framing poli-
cies and their implementa-
tion is pivotal so they should
consult business community
and relevant stakeholders
during formulation of the
economic policies.

The under training sen-
ior officials from various
departments was led by
Directing Staff NIM
Islamabad Ms Zoobai

Masood. 
Through a multimedia

presentation, the under-
training NIM Islamabad
participants briefed about
the SCCI’s history, origin,
objectives, targets/plans,
future projects and other
key-initiatives for promo-
tion of businesses and
industrialization, etc.

Ijaz Khan Afridi, acting
president, former senior
officio of the chamber and
others responded elaborate-
ly of various queries raised
by the NIM Islamabad par-
ticipants, mostly relating to
Pak-Afghan bilateral trade,
Transit trade, Gems and
mineral development, law
and orders, rapid de-indus-
trialization.

Senior office bearers of
the chamber said potentials
exist to boost up bilateral
trade between Pakistan and
Afghanistan and transit
trade to Central Asian
republic countries.

The speakers mentioned
that non-removal of appre-
hensions of business com-

munity on Afghan Transit
Trade Agreement, inconsis-
tency in policies and lack of
joint mechanism and strate-
gy were main hindrance to
improvement of bilateral
trade between the two neig-
bouring countries as well as
trade with rest of the
regional states. 

Members of the business
community pointed out
investment opportunities in
the gems, marble and min-
eral sector and suggested
different proposals in this
regard, urging the senior
officers of the departments
concerned to make it part of
policies. The speakers cal-
led for bringing reforms in
the tax system and imple-
mentation of business and
industry friendly policies.

The participants termed
high power, gas tariffs and
rising prices of petroleum
products, poor law and
order situation the main
reason behind the rapid clo-
sure of industries in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

On the occasion, the

speakers explained the rea-
sons for increasing infor-
mal trade between Pakistan
and Afghanistan and gave
proposals for converting
into formal and document-
ed trade between the two
neighboring countries. 

Besides, former presi-
dents Fuad Ishaq, Faiz
Muhammad Faizi, Malik
Niaz Ahmad, Zulfiqar Ali
Khan, former senior vice
presidents Ziaul Haq
Sarhadi, Imran Khan
Mohmand, former vice
president Abdul Jalil Jan,
members of the SCCI’s
executive committee Abdul
Hakim Shinwari, Hamza
Ibrahim Butt, Monawar
Khurshid, Naeem Qasmi,
Laal Badshah Safi, Minh-
ajuddin, and Ihsanullah,
Waqar Ahmad, Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Faiz Rasool,
Ishtiaq Muhammad, Saddar
Gul, Qaiser Shahzad,
Secretary General Sajjad
Aziz, a large number of
traders, industrialists, imp-
orters and exporters were
present in the meeting.
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European
stocks steady
LONDON (AFP/APP):
European stock markets
steadied and the pound
dropped Wednesday as
traders reacted to news of
stubbornly-high UK infla-
tion that risks pushing
Britain into recession.

With annual inflation
unchanged at 8.7 percent
in May when markets
expected a fall, the Bank
of England (BoE) could
react more aggressive than
thought Thursday by hik-
ing its key interest rate by
a half point according to
analysts.

“The impact of further
monetary tightening on
the British economy is
likely to hinder economic
activity and ultimately
cause a contraction,”
noted Ricardo Evang-
elista, senior analyst at
ActivTrades.

Ahead of the BoE deci-
sion, investors were braced
for testimony to Congress
due Wednesday from US
Federal Reserve boss
Jerome Powell. 

It is Published Through
This Notice That I Mr Asal
Dad S/o Mir Dad Resident
of p.o Karak Tehsil and
District Karak isThe owner
0f House no 42-C Size 11.1
Marla Sector 9 Phase I
KDA Kohat. He Has
Requested That The
Original Papers of The Said
House Has Been Lost
Some Where and now
Issuance of Duplicate
Papers is Desired The
House is not Mortgaged
There Has Been Appointed
no Attorney and not Sold to
Anybody if any Bank
/Institution / Firm or Person
Has any Objections He/She
Should Contact The
Housing Officer UADA
Kohat Within 15 Days of
Publication of This Notice
in Writing with Proof oth-
erwise Duplicate Papers
will be Issued and no
objection will be Accepted
(Director Urban Area KDA
Kohat)

IN the Court of  Jauhar Ali
Safi Civil Judge I /Alaqa
Qazi Buner at Daggar.
Suit No. 311/1, Institution
27/3/2023. Date of hear-
ing. 3/7/2023.Mahaq
Zaron VS Fazal Akbar.
Notice to 4.Fazal
M a b o . 1 5 . H a b i b u r
Rehman.20.Mir Afzal
Khan. 21.Said Afzal
Khan. 22.Feeoz Khan s/o
Mezar Khan. 26.Zahid
Khan. 27.Mst Hameda.
28.Mst. Amea Bibi.
17/2.Nor Alam.
1 7 / 3 . A z a m .
17/4.Mohamad Afzal.
17/5 residents of Bhai
Kalay/Ghazikhanay Buner
in abroad. Buner in
Malaysia.
Whereas in the above
mentioned case the men-
tioned defendants can not
be served in the ordinary
way, it is, therefore , pro-
claimed  that if the said
defendants will /shall not
appear personally or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8. am dated
3/7/2023 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and
seal of this Court

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Seven
ships namely MSC Sky-II,
Maersk Hartford, MSC
Madeleine, Scirocco,
Maud, FSM, and Al-Areesh
carrying Containers,
Mogas, Coal, LPG, and
LNG, berthed at Container
Terminal, Oil Terminal,
Bulk Terminal, Engro
Vopak Terminal, and Engro
Elengy Terminal respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, two more
ships, Ikan Parang and Star
Bovarius with Steel Coil
and Coal also arrived at the
outer anchorage of Port
Qasim on Wednesday.

A total of nine ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them three
ships, MSC Sky-II, Mega-
I, and Santa Francesca
sailed out to sea on
Wednesday morning, and
two more ships, FSM and
Maersk Hartford are
expected to sail on the
same day (today) after-
noon.

The cargo throughput of
166,050tonnes, comprising
128,548 tones of imports
Cargo and 37,502 tonnes of
export cargo, including
containerized cargo carried
in 4,623 Containers (2,417
TEUs Imports and 2,206
TEUs export) was handled
at the port during the last
24 hours.

There are six ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them three
ships, Ikan Parang, Sea
Harvest, and SC Hong
Kong & another ship,
Maersk Bostan carrying
Steel coil, Palm,
Chemicals, and Containers
are expected to take berths
at MW-1, LCT, EVTLand
QICT on Wednesday &
another containers ship
‘Frankfurt Express’ is due
to arrive at Port Qasim on
Thursday.

ISLAMABAD: US Ambassador to Pakistan Donald Blome meeting with Federal Minister for Finance
and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar at Finance Division.

SCCI calls for
implementation of

business-friendly policies

Faraz calls for providing
incentives to boost exports

PPL distributes ration
among need families

CDNS attains Rs1.48
trillion targets through
fresh bonds by May 31

‘Govt to complete
IMF programme’

PSX sheds 432 points

Balochistan rich in minerals;
resources need to be used in 

better way: Mir Behrooz Regi

Gold imports up by
44.22 per cent in 11 months

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
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SBPArchery C’ship
from June 23

LAHORE (APP):
Secretary sports and
Youth Affairs Punjab
Shahid Zaman and
Director General Sports
Punjab Dr Asif Tufail
will inaugurate Sports
board Punjab (SBP)
Inter-Division Men's,
Women's Archery
Championship at
Bhurban Stadium,
Murree on June 22
(Thursday). Meanwhile,
Dr. Asif Tufail, said on
Wednesday that hun-
dreds of male and
female players from all
nine divisions will
exhibit their skills in
team event, amateur,
30m, 70m and open cat-
egories events. "There
will be exciting archery
competitions in 2-day
Championship", he
added. He said that
Murree Archery
Championship is a suit-
able platform for talent-
ed male and female
players and the potential
youngsters must avail
this opportunity to
prove their mettle. "We
are quite upbeat that this
championship will play
a key role in the growth
of game of archery
among younger genera-
tion", he added. Dr. Asif
Tufail further said that
the game of archery has
also been included in
Sports Board Punjab
Summer Camp sched-
ule so that young male
and female players can
polish their archery
skills during the free
time of summer vaca-
tions under the supervi-
sion of qualified coach-
es. Sports Board Punjab
has also established an
Archery academy in
Nishtar Park Sports
Complex where quali-
fied coaches are impart-
ing modern archery
training to emerging
male and female play-
ers, he added.

Medvedev through to
last eight at Halle Open
HALLE (Agencies):
Russian top seed Daniil
Medvedev is through to
the quarter-finals of the
Halle Open after defeat-
ing Serbian Laslo Djere
on Wednesday.
Medvedev won 6-3, 6-7
(5-7), 6-3, with the
world number three
overcoming losing a
tight second set to win
with ease at the
Wimbledon warm-up
event. He will next face
Spanish eighth seed
Roberto Bautista Agut.
The former world num-
ber one and 2021 US
Open champion was
runner-up on the Halle
grass in 2022, losing to
Hubert Hurkacz in
straight sets in the final.
Medvedev has strug-
gled on grass in his
career so far and has
never reached the quar-
ter-finals at Wimbledon.
He missed last year's
tournament at the All
England Club due to
Wimbledon's ban on
Russian and Belarusian
players competing.
Medvedev has won five
ATP titles already this
year, but was beaten by
Sebastian Korda in the
Australian Open third
round and was dumped
out in the French Open
first round for the fifth
time in seven appear-
ances. Later
Wednesday, second
seed Stefanos Tsitsipas
faces Chilean Nicolas
Jarry while home
favourite Alexander
Zverev will take on
Denis Shapovalov.

West Ham
fans banned 

LONDON (Agencies):
West Ham fans have
been banned from
attending the club's next
European away match
after objects were
thrown from the stands
at their Europa
Conference League final
win over Fiorentina.
Fiorentina captain
Cristiano Biraghi was
left bloodied after cups
and other items were
thrown as he took a cor-
ner. West Ham have
been fined 50,000 euros
(£43,000) for the inci-
dent and a further 8,000
euros for a pitch inva-
sion following the game
in Prague. The
Hammers beat
Fiorentina 2-1. The
London club have also
been banned for selling
tickets to away support-
ers for a second
European match.
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WIMBLEDON (AP):
Venus Williams is set to
make her 24th appearance
in the singles draw at
Wimbledon after the 43-
year-old American was
given a wild-card entry on
Wednesday.

Williams is a five-time
Wimbledon singles champi-
on and was a finalist at the
grass-court major in 2017,
two decades after her debut
at the All England Club.

Ranked 697th, Williams
beat 48th-ranked Camila

Giorgi 7-6 (5), 4-6, 7-6 (6)
on Monday at the
Birmingham Classic. It was
her first victory over a play-
er in the top 50 in nearly
four years.

The seven-time Grand
Slam champion next plays
Jelena Ostapenko at the
Wimbledon warm-up
event.

Williams’ younger sister
Serena is a seven-time
Wimbledon champion.
Serena Williams lost in the
first round at last year’s

tournament and soon after
announced her decision to
step away from tennis.

Ukrainian player Elina
Svitolina and British play-
ers Heather Watson and
Katie Boulter were also
given wild cards for the
women’s draw. David
Goffin, a Belgian who
reached the Wimbledon
quarterfinals in 2019 and
2022, was among of the
men given wild cards.

Wimbledon begins on
July 3.

43-year-old Williams gets
wild card to play singles

at Wimbledon

BULAWAYO (Agencies):
Michael Leask edged a four
off the final ball to secure a
dramatic one-wicket win
for Scotland over Ireland in
their World Cup Qualifier
Group B game.

Curtis Campher's superb
120 had helped Ireland to a
total of 286-8, with
Brandon McMullen taking
5-34. Scotland looked to be
in trouble at 122-6 but
Leask's brilliant unbeaten
91 saw them snatch victory
in a thriller. Scotland were
playing their first match of
their campaign while
Ireland lost to Oman in their
opening game on Monday.

That five-wicket defeat
had come as an early set-
back to Ireland's hopes of
advancing to the Super Six
stage of the tournament and
the loss to Scotland repre-
sents another major blow
with fixtures against Sri
Lanka on Sunday and the
United Arab Emirates on
Tuesday still to come.

Scotland can go into
their next match against the
UAE on Friday with confi-
dence, with encounters
against Oman and the Sri
Lankans to follow.

The leading three from
both groups will advance to
the Super Six stage, with
the top two from the 10-
team tournament will
progress to the World Cup
in India later this year.

Ireland's innings got off to
a horrendous start as opener
Paul Stirling and Andrew
Balbirnie both fell to medium
pacer McMullen without
scoring to leave their side 1-
2. Harry Tector and Lorcan
Tucker also succumbed
cheaply, scoring six apiece,
with only Andy McBrine's 32
providing early resistance.

Campher and Dockrell
breathed fresh life into the
Irish innings with a sixth
wicket stand of 136, before
Dockrell became
McMullen's fourth victim
after contributing 69.

Campher's 120 came off
just 108 balls and included
nine fours and four sixes,
before he was bowled by
McMullen in the penulti-
mate ball of the innings.

Chris McBride's 56 was
the high point of the early
part of Scotland's reply but
wickets fell regularly there-
after to leave them 164 runs
short of their opponents'
total with four wickets
remaining in the 28th over.

Leask and Mark Watt (47)
helped their side rally, put-
ting on 82 for the eighth
wicket, then as the Scots
closed in on victory, Safyaan
Sharif was dismissed in the
penultimate ball with his side
one run short of their target.

Leask completed his
memorable contribution,
which saw him blast 91 off
just 61 balls including nine
fours and four sixes, by
scoring the decisive bound-
ary. Mark Adair was the
pick of the Ireland bowlers
with figures of 3-57.

Scotland edge Ireland
in World Cup

Qualifier thriller

F.P. Report

TEHRAN: Ahsan Ramzan
on Wednesday defeated his
Iranian rival Malad Pourali
to win the Under-21
Snooker Championship in
Tehran.

Having won the first
four frames convincingly,
the young Pakistani cueist
looked like the favorite
from the start.

Even though the Irani
won the fifth and sixth

frames, Ramzan did not
loose his grip on the game
and claimed the title by
winning the seventh frame.

Ramzan defeated his
opponent comprehensively
in the best of seven frame
by five-two.

Frame scores for his vic-
tory were 48-46, 70-5, 61-
6, 62-29, 30-71, 55-67,
101-27.

Earlier, his victory in the
Semi-Final secured a place
in the final where he played

another Iranian cueist
called Tirdad Azadipout.
He won his semifinal by
winning the Best of Seven
4-2 to secure his spot in the
final. Earlier, Ramzan took
the better of Indian
Digvijay Kadian 4-3 in a
fully-stretched quarter-
final. Ahsan, who topped
group ‘B’, fought back
after trailing 2-3 to inflict a
76-19, 76-36, 35-67, 31-63,
55-72, 65-27, 70-9 defeat
on his opponent.

Pakistani cueist takes home 21st
Asian Snooker Championship

PESHAWAR (APP): The
3rd edition of the Peshawar
Open Taekwondo
Championship is being
played in Peshawar under
the auspices of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Taekwondo
Association.

This was stated by Ilyas
Afridi, Chairman Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Taekwondo
Association while talking
to media men here. The
Championship is being
organized in which teams
from Peshawar, Nowshera,
Charsadda, Mardan,
Bajaur, Khyber, Mohmand,
Swabi, Swat district and

Afghan refugees will par-
ticipate.

According to Ilyas Afridi
Chairman Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Taekwondo
Association, this
Championship will consist
of players of cadet, junior
and senior categories and
this Championship will be
held from June 23 to June
25 at Hayatabad Sports
Complex.

In response to a ques-
tion, Ilyas Afridi Chairman
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Taekwondo Association
said there is immense
Taekwondo talent in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province which should be
highlighted and supported.

Finally, he said that all
the arrangements for the
Championship have been
completed and more than
300 players are participat-
ing in this Championship.
In the end, he congratulated
and paid tribute to the for-
mer Provincial Minister of
Sports and President
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Olympics Association Syed
Aqil Shah, thanks to which
the performance of the
province was good in the
National Games.

3rd Peshawar Open
Taekwondo C’ship 

from Jun 23

LAHORE (Monitoring Desk):
The chairman-designate of the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
Zaka Ashraf has termed Asia
Cup's hybrid model an "injus-
tice" to Pakistan.

Addressing a press confer-

ence along with Ehsan Ur
Rehman Mazari, the Federal
Minister for Inter-provincial
Coordination (IPC) in Islamabad
on Wednesday, Zaka expressed
his desire to have the hybrid
model reviewed for keeping all
matches of the Asia Cup tourna-
ment in Pakistan.

He asserted the tournament
should be held entirely in
Pakistan in accordance with the
Asian Cricket Council (ACC).
“But major matches are played
elsewhere, and only minor teams
like Nepal play in Pakistan.
Injustice has been done to
Pakistan," he explained.

Zaka Ashraf said that he will

try to make changes in the limited
time available. "I will try to do
what is in the best interest of
Pakistan within the shortest possi-
ble time. There are many pending
issues, and I am not delving deep
into the matter since I haven't offi-
cially taken over," he added, not-
ing that he also plans to engage
with the Indian leadership.

Zaka Ashraf, who is expected
to become the next chairman of
the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB), expressed his opposition
to the hybrid model for the Asia
Cup right from the beginning.

Ashraf, who previously held
the position of PCB chairman
under the previous Pakistan

Peoples Party (PPP) government,
stated that the hybrid model does
not benefit Pakistan in any way.

Following India's refusal to
travel to Pakistan, the manage-
ment committee of the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), headed by
Najam Sethi, proposed a hybrid
model for the Asia Cup.

After facing several chal-
lenges, the Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) eventually approved the
hybrid model. As per the
approved plan, the first four
matches will be held in Pakistan,
and subsequently, the tournament
will move to Sri Lanka where
nine matches, including the final,
will be played.

The Asia Cup is scheduled to
take place from August 31 to
September 17. Yesterday, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif nomi-
nated Zaka Ashraf and Mustafa
Ramday for inclusion in the
PCB Board of Governors (BoG).

The Federal Minister for
Inter-provincial Coordination
(IPC) issued a notification in this
regard on Wednesday.

Following the notification of
Zaka Ashraf and Mustafa
Ramday, the Board of Governors
(BoG) now has a complete mem-
bership of 10 individuals.
Alongside Ashraf and Ramday,
four representatives from cricket
associations and four representa-

tives from departments will also
be part of the BoG.

Ehsan Mazari said that the term
of the PCB Management
Committee ended on the night of
June 19. People's Party leadership
wanted Ashraf to be nominated as
Chairman Cricket Board and the
authority of PCB is with the
Election Commissioner, he said
adding that it will hold the election
related to PCB before Eid Ul Adha.  

Zaka Ashraf said that he was
planning to build a cricket stadi-
um in Islamabad, unfortunately,
the project could not go ahead.

Ehsan Mazari said if India
talks about neutral ground then
Pakistan will not go to India.

Zaka Ashraf declares Asia Cup’s hybrid 
model an “injustice” to Pakistan

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Renowned Pakistan
Javelin thrower and
Olympian Arshad Nadeem
has been ruled out of the
Asian Athletics
Championship, the Athletics
Federation of Pakistan
(AFP)’s president Akram
Sahi shared on Wednesday. 

President Athletics
Federation of Pakistan
(AFP) Akram Sahi, along-
side the athlete, held a press
conference here and
announced that the latter
will not be available for the
Asian championship due to
an injury to his left knee.

“Arshad is not fit to par-
ticipate in the Asian
Athletics Championship,”

shared Sahi.
Sahi also held WAPDA

accountable for Arshad
Nadeem’s injury and
alleged that the department
forced him to participate in
the recently-held National
Games where he returned
with a gold medal.

“Arshad was forced to
participate in the National
Games. We had warned
WAPDA from taking any
risk in Arshad’s case as he
just recovered from a knee
injury,” Sahi said.

Akram Sahi went on to
assert that the track used
during the National Games
in Quetta was not up to the
mark and played a major
role in Arshad Nadeem sus-

taining the injury.
“Just for a medal,

Arshad was forced to par-
ticipate in the event in
Quetta where the track is
also not up to the mark,”
Sahid claimed.

The AFP President fur-
ther requested WAPDA’s
high-ups to take care of
their national heroes.

“Questions should be
asked from higher authori-
ties. We need to take care of
our players,” he reiterated.

It is worth mentioning
here that Pakistan’s
Commonwealth Games
hero Arshad Nadeem
recently competed in the
National Games.

He outpowered his
opponents to get his hands
on the gold medal in the
ongoing 34th edition of the
tournament. Arshad show-
cased his potential and
proved his mettle once
again as he recorded the
longest throw of 78.02m in
his third attempt.

His attempt was
unmatched by any of his
competitors and conse-
quently clinched the gold
medal.

Arshad Nadeem ruled out
of Asian Athletics C’ship

F.P. Report

DUBAI: Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam retained his fifth
position in latest Test batting
rankings for men issued by
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) on Wednesday.

The right-arm batsman
stands at the slot with 862
points and he is expected to
improve the rankings as
Pakistan is set to open his
campaign for next cycle of
the World Test Championship
against Sri Lanka next year.
The Babar Azam-led squad
will take on Sri Lanka in two
test matches.

Meanwhhil, Marnus
Labuschagne’s reign as the
No.1 ranked Test batter in the
world is over with England’s
Joe Root replacing the
Australian in top spot.

Labuschagne has held
the premier position for just
over six months, with the
right-hander rising to the
top in December last year
on the back of a strong start
to the Australian summer
against the West Indies.

But a slow start to 2023
by his lofty standards, cou-
pled with Root’s 30th Test
century against Australia in
the dramatic first Ashes
Test at Edgbaston has seen
a major shakeup at the top
of the batter rankings.

Root managed scores of
118* and 46 in a losing cause
during the first Ashes Test in
Birmingham and those
superb individual efforts saw
the 32-year-old rise a mas-
sive five places and regain
his place as the No.1 ranked
Test batter in the world.

Labuschagne drops to
third as a result of scores of
0 and 13 against England,
with Kiwi veteran Kane

Williamson jumping two
places to second overall.

Fellow Australians
Travis Head (down one
place to fourth) and Steve
Smith (drops four spots to
sixth) also lose ground in
the race to become the No.1
Test batter, with just 26 rat-
ing points now separating
the top six players in what
is one of the closest battles
seen in recent times.

Australia opener Usman
Khawaja was adjudged
Player of the Match for his
heroics against England
and the 36-year-old rose to
a new career best rating and
seventh place overall, while
young gun Harry Brook

also earnt the highest mark
of his short Test career by
jumping five places to 13th
on the latest Test rankings.

The ongoing ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup Qualifier
saw some minor changes to
the latest ODI rankings,
with Oman captain Zeeshan
Maqsood perhaps the
biggest beneficiary as the
35-year-old improved two
places to third overall on the
updated list for all-rounders.

Maqsood contributed a
valuable 59 and picked up a
wicket as Oman upset
Ireland in their opening
match of the Qualifier, while
the left-arm spinner also
jumped five places to 40th
on the list for ODI bowlers.

USA pacer Saurabh
Netravalkar has four wick-
ets from two matches at the
Qualifier and the left-armer
jumps five places to 18th
overall and a career high
rating on the list for
bowlers. He is the first
USA player to reach the top
20 in either batting or bowl-
ing in the ODI rankings.

Babar Azam retains fifth
slot as ICC issues latest

Test rankings

Corps Commander
Peshawar inaugu-

rates Inter-Madrasas
Games in Peshawar

PESHAWAR (APP): Corps
Commander Peshawar Lt
Gen Sardar Hassan Azhar
Hayat Khan Wednesday
inaugurated the second edi-
tion of the Inter-Madrasas
Games carrying 800 ath-
letes of the religious
Madrasas at Lala Ayub
Hockey Stadium here.

The Inter-Madrasas
Games is carrying 800 ath-
letes from various Madrasas
based in the merged tribal
areas and are taking part in
five different Games. Chief
Secretary KP Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhry, Secretary
Sports Captain (retd)
Mushtaq Ahmed, Director
Sports Merged Areas Pir
Abdullah Shah, Director
Operation Azizullah, AD
Operation Imran Khan,
Ayub Khan, Administrator
Syed Jafar Shah, Assistant
Director Admin and Media
Focal Person Awan Hussain,
other high military and civil
officials were also present.

Directorate General
Sports Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa with the
strong support of Pakistan
Army is organizing the
Games with the aim to pro-
vide much updated facili-
ties to the players hailing
from different Madrasas
across merged tribal areas.

The youngsters of
Khyber district performed a
spectacular PT show and
received a standing ovation
from the spectators at the
ground, the games included
cricket, football, volleyball,
tug-of-war, and Qirat com-
petitions. Cricket
Competition will be played
at Islamia College Cricket
Ground, Football at Tahmas
Khan Football Stadium,
Volleyball at indoor gymna-
sium of the Pakistan Sports
Board Coaching Center,
Tug of War and Qirat com-
petitions will be held at
Qayyum Sports Complex
Peshawar. The competitions
will continue for four days.

Earlier, the ceremony
started with the recitation
from the Holy Quran by
Qari Adnan, followed by
the National Anthem. All
the participating contingent
have their March Past
wherein international base-
ball athlete from merged
area Luqman carried the
National Flag. The school
kids of the merged schools
presented an eye-catching
PT display, followed by a
Tug-of-War competition.

BULAWAYO: Michael Leask nails the sweep against George Dockrell.
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In briefIn brief
Ex SC judge Qazi
Amin passes away

RAWALPINDI (PPI):
Former judge of
Supreme Court of
Pakistan Justice (retired)
Qazi Muhammad Amin
Ahmed passed away due
to a heart attack in
Rawalpindi on
Wednesday. He was 66.
Chakwal, was under
treatment at Rawalpindi
Institute of Cardiology
for the last many days.
He last his breathed
today due to the heart
attack. He had been ele-
vated to the Supreme
Court in April 2019 and
retired in March 2022.
Amin, hailing from. Qazi
Amin was born on 26th
March 1957 in Chakwal.
He completed early edu-
cation from Government
High School and
Government Degree
College Chakwal. He
obtained a law degree
from the University Law
College in1980 and was
enrolled as Advocate in
1981. He joined a doc-
toral programme in
Public International Law
at the University of
Amsterdam and com-
pleted collateral pro-
grammes in International
Law and International
Relations at the Institute
of Social Studies, The
Hague in 1985.

IRSA releases
277,900 cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Wednesday released
277,900 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
366,200 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1462.18 feet and
was 64.18 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as
178,800 cusecs and
138,300 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level
in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1153.95 feet, which was
103.95 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was
recorded 62,800 cusecs
and 15,000 cusecs
respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 146,300,
125,000, 83,200 and
30,000 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
67,000 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 35,200 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Complete renovation
work of parks before Eid
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Director General (DG)
Parks and Horticulture
Authority (PHA)
Rawalpindi, Ahmad
Hasan Ranjha here on
Wednesday directed the
authorities to complete
ongoing renovation
work of all the parks in
Rawalpindi and Murree
before Eid-ul-Azha. The
DG also instructed to
repair faulty lights,
swings and walking
tracks as soon as possi-
ble besides improving
the security of the parks.
He also ordered the offi-
cers to utilize all avail-
able resources to ensure
the provision of the best
recreational and tourism
facilities to the public in
all the parks of
Rawalpindi and Murree
particularly on Eid ul
Azha. The DG said that
PHA would complete
the ongoing renovation
work without utilizing
government funds.

Masood Khawaja
remembered

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Punjab Arts Council
(PAC) on Wednesday
organized Quran Khwani
on the death anniversary
of renowned TV and the-
atre artist the late
Masood Khawaja. After
the recitation of the
Quran, special prayers
were offered for the late
Masood Khawaja, and a
large number of artists
from the twin cities par-
ticipated. On the occa-
sion, Naheed Manzoor
said a vacuum in come-
dy acting in Pakistan
due to the death of
Masood Khawaja can
never be filled. 

10

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday
said early childhood education was a
building block for shaping the personality
& determining career pathways for the
children. He said this was at this early
stage in their educational journey that they
imbibe the basic norms and values of
social conduct.

“Happy to announce the holding of
Pakistan Learning Conference 2023
that focuses on building foundations by
adopting the global best practices to

empower children,” he said in a tweet.
The prime minister said he was very
keen to attend the Conference and lis-
ten to the varied perspectives from
scholars and policy practitioners from
different backgrounds but could not
make it due to his commitment to rep-
resent Pakistan at a global financial
moot in Paris. “However, I wish the
Conference all the best and look for-
ward to its recommendations for build-
ing a resilient and happy future for our
children,” he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Embassy of the Republic of
Azerbaijan in Islamabad
hosted a grand reception to
celebrate the 105th
Anniversary of the
Azerbaijan Armed Forces.

Speaking at the recep-
tion, the Ambassador of
Azerbaijan to Pakistan,
Khazar Farhadov, said, "We
celebrate the 105th anniver-
sary of the establishment of
the Azerbaijan Armed
Forces. Undoubtedly, the
peak of the warpath of our
National Army during this
period is the glorious
Victory gained in the
Patriotic War, Karabakh
Victory. There has been no
similar Victory in the cen-

turies-old history of our
nation". He said that on
June 26, 1918, by the deci-
sion of the Council of
Ministers of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic, the
first regular military unit -
the Combined Azerbaijan
Corps was created. The
government set the task of
creating an army of 25
thousand people. On
August 1, 1918, the
Ministry of Defense of
Azerbaijan was established.

The Ambassador high-
lighted that the process of
army building in Azerbaijan
entered a qualitatively new
stage under the leadership of
President Ilham Aliyev. He
successfully continued the

army-building policy, and
continuous steps were taken
toward increasing the mili-
tary's professionalism,
improving the soldiers'
fighting spirit and moral-
psychological training, and
supplying our Armed Forces
with the most modern
weapons and equipment. 

The 44 days Patriotic
War of 2020, which
resulted in the liberation
of our territories from
Armenian occupation by
the brave Azerbaijani
Army under the leader-
ship of Supreme
C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f
Ilham Aliyev, was written
in golden letters in our
history. 

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) Pakistan in six oper-
ations conducted across the
country recovered 54 kg
drugs and arrested five
accused, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Wednesday.

He informed that in an
operation near Motorway
Islamabad, 21.6 kg opium
and 25.2 kg charras con-
cealed in secret cavities of a
vehicle were recovered. An
accused resident of

Faisalabad was rounded up.
In another operation near

Pak-Afghan Border area in
Chaman, three accused
were arrested on recovery
of 4.8 kg suspicious materi-
al. In third operation con-
ducted in a deserted area of
Khyber, 1.5 kg Ice drug
was recovered.

In fourth operation, a
vehicle was intercepted
near main Kamalpur
Interchange Faisalabad, 9.6
kg opium and six kg char-
ras were recovered while

two accused resident of
Mardan and Peshawar were
netted. In fifth operation
conducted in Marakupura
Sialkot area, one kg heroin
was recovered from the
possession of an accused,
resident of Sialkot. In sixth
operation, 42 grams opium
was recovered from a par-
cel booked for Britain at
G.P.O Lahore. Separate
cases have been registered
against the accused while
further investigations are
under process, he added.

Early childhood 
education key to shape

children’ personality: PM

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to Prime
Minister for Political, Public Affairs,
National Heritage and Culture,
Engineer Amir Muqam Wednesday
lauding the role of media and
Journalists, said that media has an
important role in creating awareness
among the masses about issues and
promoting the national narrative.

Addressing second One Day
International Urdu Journalism
Conference titled ‘Seventy-Five
Years of Urdu Journalism’ organized
by National Language Promotion
Department (NLPD), Engr Amir
Muqam highlighted the role of Urdu
journalism in the Freedom movement
and stability of Pakistan and said that
Urdu Journalists have rendered great
sacrifices for the sake of the country
and democracy.

Besides others, Federal Secretary
National Heritage and Culture Fareena
Mazhar, well-known literary figure
Iftikhar Arif, senior journalist Mujibur
Rehman Shami, Hafeezullah Niazi,
Ishfaq Hussain and Farhat Ullah Babar
were also present on the occasion. The
opening session of the conference was
presided over by Adviser to Prime
Minister for Political, Public Affairs,
National Heritage and Culture Engr
Amir Muqam.

Addressing the conference partici-
pants, Engr Amir Muqam said that
the present government is committed
to promoting Urdu language and tak-
ing all possible measures for its pro-
motion at all levels.

He said that Urdu journalism has
played an important role in protecting
human rights and democracy; and
raising voice against economic injus-
tices in the country.

Engr Amir Muqam said that one
person has divided the nation. He said
that PTI’s narrative was anti-national-
ism and anti-people. He said that the
path of the constitution and the law
must be adopted to stop this trend.

Engr Amir Muqam said that PTI
protestors set Jinnah House and
Radio Pakistan building on fire and
destroyed archives. He said that no
patriotic person can see the burnt
images in Jinnah House. He termed
the budget presented by the federal
government as very balanced and
people-friendly.

Adviser to Prime Minister Engr
Amir Muqam said that despite the
challenging economic conditions, the
manner in which the coalition gov-
ernment has prepared and presented
the budget in the House keeping in
view the welfare of the poor and
salaried class is commendable.

Earlier, Adviser to Prime Minister
also inaugurated National Language
Processing Laboratory (NLP) to
implement and promote Urdu as the
national language.

He said that the core objective of
the project is to elevate Urdu to the
status of languages with extensive
digital data resources and equip it
with modern technology applications.

The project includes the develop-
ment of several applications, such as
Machine Translation (MT), Speech

Recognition (SR), and Optical
Character Recognition (OCR), that
will make language learning more
accessible, facilitate cross-border
communication and commerce,
enable people to access online con-
tent, promote cross-cultural under-
standing, and help preserve language
resources. 

Adviser to PM Engr Amir Muqam
also inaugurated three-day books fair
arranged by NLPD where books of
the noted publishers and writers were
available at discounted prices.

On this occasion, Engr Amir
Muqam also visited the book fair,
where government, semi-government
and private institutions and publish-
ers from all over the country set up
their book stalls. Senior journalist
Mujibur Rehman Shami said that
Urdu newspapers have fought battles
for freedom, adding that generation
after generation, Urdu literature has
trained people. He expressed pleasure
on the inauguration of National
Language Processing Laboratory and
said that it would play important role
in the promotion of Urdu journalism.

Mujibur Rehman Shami said that
politics and journalism are inter-con-
nected. Earlier, while addressing the
ceremony Secretary National
Heritage and Culture Fareena Mazhar
highlighted the role of Urdu
Journalism and said that during the
last 75 years, journalism not only cre-
ated awareness among masses about
the national and international issues
but also added a great literary asset in
Urdu literature.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: State Bank of
Pakistan has issued revised
Regulations for Electronic
Money Institutions (EMIs)
with the aim to enhance
outreach and scope of these
innovative fintech-enabled
payment companies. 

According to a press
statement Wednesday, the
updated regulations now
allow EMIs to offer their
customers, including
minors and freelancers,
increased monthly wallet
limits, offer new payment
services such as Payments
Aggregation, Bill/Invoice
Aggregation, Payment
Initiation, Account
Information, Escrow
Services for domestic e-
commerce transactions,
Services via APIs to

FIs/Fintechs/TPSPs and
Inward cross border remit-
tances to their customers.

Since the issuance of
earlier EMI Regulations in
2019, there has been
increasing interest by local
and foreign fintech compa-
nies to work as an EMI in
Pakistan. Till date, State
Bank has given approval to
four (04) EMIs to launch
commercial operations
while six (06) EMIs are at
different licensing stages.
As of March, 2023, these
EMIs have opened close to
1.6 million e-money wal-
lets with total outstanding
e-money of Rs. 2 billion.  

The revised Regulations
issued on June 21, 2023 are
in line with SBP’s vision of
encouraging non-banking
fintech companies’ entry
into payments space to pro-

mote digitization in the
financial sector and accel-
erate level of outreach of
EMI operations for achiev-
ing the objective of boost-
ing adoption of digital
financial services. The new
regulations, issued after
detailed consultation with
existing and prospective
EMIs and relevant stake-
holders, would allow cus-
tomers to avail improved
services from these regulat-
ed e-money providers.

SBP expects that the
revised regulations would
attract more fintech compa-
nies from Pakistan and
across the globe to enter into
the EMI business in
Pakistan and provide inno-
vative, affordable and
improved payment services
thus increasing digital finan-
cial inclusion in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minister
for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety,
Shazia Marri Wednesday said Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) will always stand
with the people of the country and fight
against poverty, inflation and unemploy-
ment, following the mission of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto.

Paying tribute to Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto on her 70th birth anniver-
sary, Shazia Marri said, “Her contributions
to the restoration of democracy in the
country will be remembered forever”.

Addressing a news conference along
with Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister on Poverty Alleviation and Social
Safety, Faisal Karim Kundi, the federal
minister said that the PPP leadership and
its workers have rendered great sacrifices
for upholding democratic values in the
country. Benazir Bhutto was not only the
first women Prime Minister of the country
but of the entire Muslim Ummah giving a
new perspective to the country’s politics.

She took a number of unprecedented
initiatives for empowering women includ-
ing establishing Women Police Stations,
and First Women Bank as well as launch-
ing the Lady Health Workers project.

The Ghazi Barotha and Neelum Power
Projects were also launched in her tenure
of electricity generation.

The federal minister said that oil and

gas production increased during the tenure
of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto while
Pakistan's relations with foreign countries
were also significantly improved.

Referring to the Thar Coal project
which Shaheed Benazir Bhutto once
termed as ‘black gold’, Shazia Marri said
that the Thar coal project is now the
biggest cheap source of generating elec-
tricity for the country.

Being a woman, Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto never considered herself weak but
changed the dynamics of politics by
empowering women in the country.
“Shaheed Benazir Bhutto always fought
for the rights of people of the country
especially downtrodden segments at every
forum and became the voice of the voice-
less,” she said.

She advocated the policy of reconcilia-
tion in front of the country’s political
forces through the Charter of Democracy
and was of the view that “Instead of fight-
ing with each other, we have to fight with
those who are against progress and democ-
racy in Pakistan”.

The essence of the Charter of
Democracy reflected that two opposing
political parties can sit together for the
sake of the country’s stability and ensure
democracy. “We must show the same
political maturity even today”, Shazia
Marri added.

SBP issues revised Regulations
for Electronic Money Institutions

Media plays important role in creating
awareness among masses: Amir Muqam

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety and Chairperson Benazir Income Support
Programme Ms. Shazia Marri address a Press Conference on 70th Birthday of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto. 

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf addressing to the participants of
Launch ceremony of internship for O/A Levels Students at Parliament House.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: On receiving a number
of complaints from the domestic and
international passengers pertaining to
Islamabad International Airport, the
Wafaqi Mohtasib Mr. Ejaz Ahmad
Qureshi, constituted an inspection team
comprising officers of the Wafaqi
Mohtasib Secretariat headed by Senior
Adviser Overseas Pakistanis.

The team visited the airport on 15
June 2023 to assess the functioning of
the personnel deputed at the airport as
well as to look into the procedural
issues, especially working of the joint
search counters. Consultations were
held with the ASF, ANF and Customs
representatives. It was observed that
within the resources available, the task
assigned to them was being carried out
satisfactorily. Their input for improving
the mechanism was noted for further
action by the concerned authorities.

Inspection Team also visited
National and International and CIP
lounges, baggage claim area, immigra-
tion counters, health services, Airport
Security office, and other related agen-
cies counters. The team directed to
install CCTV cameras at joint search

desks of the FIA, ANF, ASF and
Customs. The directions for displaying
bill boards disseminating information
for passengers in Urdu and English
regarding prohibited items be dis-
played at all counters were passed to
administrative staff.

The Wafaqi Mohtasib received some
complaints of demanding unlawful
money from the passengers .The
inspection team directed the airport
management to conduct inquiry against
such elements involved in this activity
and submit report accordingly. The
team also observed the absence of rep-
resentative of Ministry of Religious
Affairs and directed the concerned
Ministry to make their representative
available at OWFD during Haj flights.It
was also brought into the notice of
inspection team that the check- in staff
was asking for the printed copy of the E-
reservation for which it was decided
that the Airport Management will install
printer at the counter to facilitate the
passengers. It was also recommended
by the team that a pamphlet showing the
list of prohibited items be attached with
ticket and the same may also be dis-
played on screens at the airport, to facil-
itate passengers.        

The team took the notice of non-
availability of ‘Visa Protection
Stamp” for the convenience of travel-
ling immigrates and directed for its
immediate availability.                

The team also visited One Window
Facilitation Desk (OWFD) which has
been established on the direction of
Federal Ombudsman to facilitate over-
seas Pakistanis having representatives
of all 12 Federal Agencies present round
the clock, to assist and resolve the pas-
senger’s complaints on the spot.              

The Airport official informed that as
per direction of Ombudsman, Separate
counters for senior citizens, females and
diplomats have been earmarked during
the process of check- in and visa con-
trol.  Most of the complaints of overseas
Pakistani immigrants were related to the
careless handling and loss of their bag-
gage, delayed passport control and
unnecessary harassment by the
Narcotics Control officials, posted at the
airport. At the end of the visit; a com-
bined meeting with heads of all relevant
agencies was held, in which the recom-
mendations were finalized for facilitat-
ing the overseas Pakistanis. The inspec-
tion team submitted their report to
Federal Ombudsman, today.

Wafaqi Mohtasib inspection team 
visits Islamabad Airport to ensure 
facilities to the overseas Pakistanis

Shazia Marri vows to uphold
Benazir Bhutto’s mission

ANF recovers 54 kg
drugs in six operations

Azerbaijan Embassy celebrates
105th Anniversary of

Azerbaijan Armed Forces



MoD repairs broken vehicles

KABUL (Agencies): A total of 225 various
military vehicles which had earlier been
destroyed and broken during the ex-govern-
ments have recently been repaired by the
technical team of Reshkhoor Army Corps.
“The repaired vehicles include 125 armored
Humvees, 75 battle tanks, 25 internationals,
and other transportation vehicles,” said a
statement. Efforts are underway to repair all
destroyed and unusable military vehicles
countrywide, the statement added.

Wahid met German CEO

KABUL (Agencies): Deputy Minister of
Mines and Petroleum, Wahidullah Halimi on
Wednesday met with the CEO of German 30
Company Dr. Sebastian Haniyeh and his del-
egation in Kabul. The two sides talked about
investing in Afghanistan’s mines and provid-
ing job opportunities to the people. Dr. Seb-
astian asked for an investment in the country’s
mines, which was welcomed by Deputy of the
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum who prom-
ised to cooperate with a German company.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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KANDAHAR (Agencies):
Saudi Arabia-Malik Salm-
an Charity Foundation fina-
ncially supports treating
thousands of eye patients in
southern Afghanistan.

4,400 men, children, and
youth from Kandahar,
Helmand, Zabul, and
Uruzgan provinces have
registered for eye treat-
ment, a statement said.

The process is carried
out by the Afghan Red
Crescent Society (ARCS),
with the assistance of
health officials and along
with the financial support
of the Malik Salman
Charity Foundation.

All the patients are sup-
posed to be treated for free
at Mohmand private hospi-
tal in Kandahar until next
Saturday.

Out of four thousand
four hundred patients, the
eyes of four hundred patie-
nts requires surgery, said
Mawlavi Islam Pal, the
head of the Afghan Red
Crescent in the south of the
country. Eye disease is one
of the most common dis-
eases in Afghanistan.

The exact statistics of

the number of people suf-
fering from this disease
have not been published in
Afghanistan, but tens of
thousands of citizens are
suffering from this disease.

The low economy of
Afghan citizens has always
made them unable from
referring to meet a doctor
for getting a cure.

KABUL (Agencies): Act-
ing Agriculture, Irrigation
and Livestock Minister,
Mawalvi Ataullah Omari
met with the Director of the
United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization
FAO Richard Trenchard in
Afghanistan.

The two sides discussed
the coordination and imple-
mentation of joint projects
and missions for the devel-
opment of agriculture, live-
stock, and irrigation in Afg-
hanistan, a statement said.

Acting Minister Omari
hailed the efforts and sup-
port of the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization
with the farmers and ranch-
ers of Afghanistan and said
that the distribution of
improved agricultural seeds,
chemical fertilizer, and ani-
mal feed is commendable.

Meanwhile, the Ministry
called for more support

from FAO in building pro-
cessing plants.

For his part, the Director
FAO, Richard Trichardt,
said about 31,000 metric
tons of improved wheat
seeds will be distributed to

the farmers, as well as the
distribution of animal feed
and vegetable seeds is a
part of the aid to farmers
and farmers affected by the
drought.

The Food and Agricult-

ure Organization of the UN
(FAO) is one of the cooper-
ating organizations with the
Ministry of Agriculture,
which has assist farmers in
in different sectors in the
country.

KABUL (Agencies): Acting
of Refugees and Repa-
triations Minister, Alhaj
Khalil-ur- Rehman Haqqani,
on “International Migrants
Day”, called on Afghan
migrants to return to their
country, and asked the host
countries not to deprive Afg-
han migrants of their rights.

Years of wars and for-
eign invasions caused
Afghan to migrate to other
countries mainly to Paki-
stan and Iran, said Khalil-
ur- Rehman Haqqani,
Acting Refugee Minister on
the occasion of
International Migrants Day.

The host countries have
the responsibility to treat
refugees well and deal with
their problems in accor-
dance with international
laws and the Geneva
Convention, Minister of
Refugee added.

According to the Min-
istry, about 2 million Afg-

han refugees have returned
to the country, and more
than 2 million internally
displaced people have been
sent back to their regions.

Refugee Minister
Haqqani asked the Afghan
refugees living abroad to
return to their country since
security is maintained.

Meanwhile, Acting
Prime Minister, Mawlavi
Abdul Kabir, in a message,
asked the countrymen who
are living abroad to return
home, since security has

been maintained after the
Islamic Emirate re-estab-
lishment in the country.

Deputy Minister of Eco-
nomy Abdul Latif Nazari
asked the countries to deal
with Afghan immigrants
with compassion and pre-
vent any harassment of Af-
ghan immigrants. Every ye-
ar, the world marks Interna-
tional Migrants Day, a day
set aside to recognize the
important contribution of
migrants while highlighting
the challenges they face.

JALALABAD (Pajhwok):
Despite a significant decre-
ase in flour prices, bakers are
yet to increase the weight of
bread in eastern Jalalabad
city, residents say. The resi-
dents urge the municipality
to increase the weight of
bread or decrease its price.

But Jalalabad municipal-
ity officials say they have
prepared a new pricelist
and distributed it to bread
bakers and monitoring
teams have been also
tasked with implementing
the new pricelist.

After the collapse of the

previous government, flour
prices went sky high in the
country as a 49 kilogram
bag of Qazaq four was sold
for 2700 or 2800 afs and
simultaneously the bakers
decreased the weight of a
bread to 120 grams.

According to a report of
Pajhwok Afghan News, a
49 kilogram bag of flour is
sold for 1650 afs these
days. The citizens of
Jalalabad emphasis that
after the drastic fall in flour
prices, the weight of bread
must be increased.

Sayed Karimullah, a resi-

dent of Jalalabad city, told
Pajhwok the price of a bag
of flour had decreased from
3,000 afs to 1650 afs, but the
weight of bread remained
120 grams. He asked the
municipality of Jalalabad
City to either to decrease the
price of bread or increase the
weight of bread.

Mohammad Nasir
Malikzai, a resident of
‘Roshan Mina’ area of
Jalalabad city, said bread
bakers should must
increase the weight of
bread in line with the
decrease in flour prices.

He said: “The bakeries
must be controlled because
I think the weight of each
loaf of bread remains 120
grams as it was in the past”.

Other residents of
Jalalabad city expressed
similar views and asked the
municipality to adopt tough
stance about the issue.

But bakeries’ owners say
they have increased the
bread weight.

Haji Kabir, owner of a
bakery in Jalalabad city,
said he had been selling
reduced weight bread in
line with municipality’s
pricelist in the past and was
committed to the new price
list and weight.

According to him, in the
past a bread weighed 120
grams, but now the weight
has been increased to 165
grams. Bakhti Jan Murad,
the spokesman of the
municipality, told Pajhwok
the weight of each bread
was fixed 165 grams.

He said: “The weight of
bread has been fixed 165
grams and the teams of the
municipality are already in
the city to implement the
new pricelist”.

A significant decrease
has been recorded in the
prices of flour, oil and other
food and fuel items in the
markets of Jalalabad city.

KABUL (Khaama Press):
An earthquake of 4.3 mag-
nitude struck the Zebak dis-
trict of Badakhshan
province of Afghanistan on
Wednesday morning.

The earthquake of mag-
nitude 4.3 occurred around
6:25 am local time with a
depth of 100 Km, the
Indian National Center for
Seismology reported on
Wednesday. “Earthquake of
Magnitude: 4.3, Occurred
on 21-06-2023, 6:25 am
local time, lat: 36.51

N/71.28E, Depth 100 km,
location: Zebak district,
Badakhshan, Afghanistan.”

Earlier, a similar earth-
quake of 4.6 magnitudes
jolted Faizabad capital city
of Badakhshan province of
Afghanistan. “Earthquake
of Magnitude: 4.6,
Occurred on 04-06-2023,
09:05:32 local time, Lat:
36.71 & Long: 72.96,
Depth: 150 Km, Location:
218km E of Fayzabad.”

Within a week, three
earthquakes occurred in the

province ranging from 4 to
5.2 magnitude of the quake.

No causalities have been
reported from the province
as of now. The province is
most vulnerable to natural
disasters, including earth-
quakes, floods, avalanches
and landslides.

A massive earthquake of
6.5 occurred in March of
this year in the Badakhshan
province with the epicentre
of Zebak district, killing 13
people and injuring 100
others. 

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Afghanistan has reportedly
reduced buying fuel from
Iran and has instead started
buying it from Russia and
Uzbekistan, according to
Hamid Hosseini of Iran’s
Syndicate of Exporters of
Oil Products. He cited the
Taliban’s changing prefer-
ences as the reason behind
the shift in fuel procurement.

“The Taliban no longer
want to purchase Iranian
petrol,” he said and contin-
ued that to obtain petrol
with higher technical stan-
dards, Iran and Afghanistan
have been purchasing their
fuel needs from Russia and
Uzbekistan, Iranian Media
reported.

“The higher quality of

products from Russia and
Uzbekistan is the reason for
the return of gasoline by the
Taliban, and Afghanistan
and Iraq no longer accept
products of any quality,”
Hosseini said.

The Iranian official fur-
ther emphasized that Iran’s
export market share has
decreased due to the higher
quality petrol supplied by
other countries. He men-
tioned that Iran controlled
70% to 90% of the market
for oil exports to Iraq and
Afghanistan.

The National Standards
Authority of the Taliban
declared in January that it
had sent 26 fuel tankers
back to Iran because of
quality problems.

According to a report from
Petro View, an Iranian oil
and gas consultancy and
research platform, gasoline
and gasoil are Iran’s princi-
pal exports to Afghanistan.
Iran shipped roughly
400,000 tons of petroleum
to Afghanistan between
May 2020 and May 2021.

As Afghanistan and Iraq
attempt to diversify their
sources and choose to
import higher-quality
petrol, the change in petrol
suppliers highlights the
changing dynamics in the
regional fuel market. Iran
faces difficulty, underscor-
ing the necessity for the
country’s petroleum sector
to adapt and look into new
export prospects.

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Islamic Emirate said in
reaction to the United
Nations Human Rights
Council’s report on the situ-
ation of women in
Afghanistan, that the
Western countries have
begun an extensive effort of
propaganda against the cur-
rent Afghan government.

The Islamic Emirate’s
spokesman, Zabihullah
Mujahid, said that orders
regarding women are in
accordance with Sharia
law, and that the world’s
opposition to the decrees of
the Islamic Emirate stems
from their problems with
Islam.

“The entire report is
anti-Afghanistan propagan-
da. Second, all of the laws
that are in effect here are
Islamic and Sharia-based.
The issue with Richard

Bennett, his ilk, and organ-
izations like them that
propagate in the West, is
with Islam and Islamic
law,” Mujahid noted.

The UN Human Rights
Council’s special rappor-
teur for Afghan human
rights, Richard Bennett,
criticized the policies of the
current Afghan government
towards women in
Afghanistan.

“Grave, systematic and
institutionalized discrimi-
nation against women and
girls is at the heart of
Taliban ideology and rule,
which also gives rise to
concerns that they may be
responsible for gender
apartheid. A serious human
rights violation which
although not yet explicitly
an international crime
requires further studies,”
Bennett noted.

The UN Human Rights
Council’s special rappor-
teur highlighted that “a
durable peace will only
come about through recog-
nizing the richness of the
diversity of Afghanistan’s
people, women, men, any
gender and different ethnic
and religious groups.”

However, political
experts believe that it is not
enough to emphasize
human rights by broadcast-
ing reports in Afghanistan.

“Bennett’s attitude
should be truly expert and
very practical, which
means changing the situa-
tion,” said Wais Nasiri, a
political analyst.

“The Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan must recon-
sider the orders issued for
the education and employ-
ment of Afghan women, so
that Afghan women have

rights granted to them by
the noble religion of
Islam,” said Ahmad Khan
Andar, another political
analyst.

The UN Human Rights
Council’s special rappor-
teur for Afghan human
rights, Richard Bennett, on
Monday presented his
report at the 53rd meeting
of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva, in the
presence of representatives
from various countries and
international organizations.

Earlier, Bennett has said
in a report that between
September 2021 and May
2023, more than 50 edicts
were issued regarding
women and girls by the
Islamic Emirate, which has
“deprived Afghan women
of the right to education,
work, and participation in
social and political life.”

URUZGAN (TOLOnews):
After the broadcast of a
TOLOnews report about
the high rate of eye prob-
lems--more than 100 resi-
dents--in a village in the
Deh Rawood district of
Uruzgan province, a group
of doctors from the Mini-
stry of Public Health went
to Deh Rawood to treat the
residents of this village. 

Officials said that the
cause of blindness is hered-
itary and those who cannot
be treated inside the coun-
try will be sent abroad. 

“If they are operated on
in foreign countries, the
result is the same, we do
their operations here in
their homes, we have facil-
ities and everything,” said
Agha Mohammad Totakhil,
head of the eye care section
of the Ministry of Public

Health. 
The family members

who have been provided
with treatment are happy
and said that they could not
afford their treatment. 

“My father had an eye
problem and we did not
have the money to take him

to other countries to treat it.
I’m glad that these doctors
are here now,” said
Faridullah, a member of a
family in Uruzgan tgat has
a high rate of blindness.

“We are so happy that
treatment services are pro-
vided for the blind in this

district,” said Abdul Karim,
an Uruzgan resident.

A month ago a group of
doctors, with the financial
cooperation of Australia,
went to Uruzgan, where
they treated 300 eye
patients in Tarinkot city
hospital. 

2 new health
centers

opened in
Nimroz

NIMROZ (Agencies):
Local health officials of
Nimroz say that two new
health centers were opened
in the Delaram district of
the province.

The two health centers
have been built with the
financial support of the
relief” organization, which
these center will provide
basic health services in the
Delaram district of Nimroz,
said local officials of the
province.

The provincial head of
public health in Nimroz,
Mawlavi Abdul Rahman
Abdullah, told Bakhtar
News Agency, that with the
construction and opening
of these treatment centers,
villagers no longer need to
travel far from their places
for meeting doctors.

The medical centers
were built at the cost of two
million Afghanis, accord-
ing to the Public Health
Department of the
province.

Residents of Delaram
welcomed the opening of
these medical centers, and
they demanded from aid
organizations to donate
ambulances to these centers.

IEA deeply
condemned
Israeli raid

KABUL (Agencies): The
Foreign Ministry of the
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan deeply con-
demned the raid by the
invader Israeli forces in the
Palestinian city of Jenin.

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate strongly condemns
the cruel attack of the
Israeli invader forces in the
city of Jenin in the occu-
pied West Bank camp, the
Ministry’s statement said.

Lately, a number of
innocent Palestinians were
martyred and many others
were injured in a raid by
the invader Israeli forces,
including a 15-year-
teenage boy among the
martyred Palestinians.

The country’s Foreign
Ministry said that such anti-
human acts by the Israeli
invader forces against the
oppressed Palestinians are a
clear violation of interna-
tional, Islamic, and human-
itarian laws and have
aroused the feelings of
Muslims around the world.

UN Security
Council to hold

meeting on
Afghanistan’s

situation
KABUL (Khaama Press):
The UN Security Council is
scheduled to hold a session
on Afghanistan at around
6:30 hours in Kabul local,
the UN said in a statement
on Wednesday.

“UN Security Council is
scheduled to hold a session
on Afghanistan today at
10:00 hour New York local
time (18:30 hours Kabul
local).”

The statement also said
that the “head of UNAMA,
Roza Otanbayeva, is sched-
uled to brief the Council as
part of the session.”

The United Arab
Emirates Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Lana Nusseibeh, said the
UNSC will hold a meeting
on Afghanistan on June 21.

The Security Council’s
current President,
Nusseibeh, announced:
“We will convene a com-
prehensive meeting on the
situation in Afghanistan on
June 21. 

“Our focus will be con-
centrated on Afghanistan’s
situation, women’s rights in
particular, over which all
the members of the
Security Council have
agreed,” she added.

In the meantime,
Nusseibeh assured the
reporters in New York that
the UN Security Council
would continue to work on
Afghanistan’s issues, par-
ticularly women’s rights.

Afghanistan switches
petroleum purchase
from Iran to Russia

and Uzbekistan: Iran

Minister calls Afghan
migrants to return home

Earthquake of magnitude
4.3 rocks Afghanistan

Bread weight unchanged despite
significant cut in flour prices

FAO deliver 31,000 metric
tons of improved wheat
seeds to Afghan farmers

Islamic Emirate reacts to
UN rapporteur’s report

Blind Uruzgan residents receive
treatment after news story

4,400 eye patients applied
to receive free treatment
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RAWALPIND: General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCsSC)
calls on Chinese Chief of Joint Staff Department, General Liu Zhenli. 

MUZAFARABAD (NNI):
The budget for Azad
Jammu and Kashmir for the
fiscal year 2023-24 has
been presented in the
Legislative Assembly.

The total outlay of the
budget for the next finan-
cial year has been proposed
at Rs2.32 trillion.

There is a 29% increase
in this year’s total budget as
compared to last year’s.

The development
expenses have been pro-
posed at Rs42 billion,
while the tax revenue tar-
get has been set at Rs44

billion. Moreover, Rs190
billion worth of non-devel-
opment expenditures have
been suggested. Income
tax has been estimated at
Rs31 billion, other taxes
Rs13 billion, variable
grant Rs90 billion, while
federal revenue resources
have been estimated at
Rs29.85 billion. For the
next year, the target for lit-
eracy rate in Azad Kashmir
has been set at 85%. The
estimated income generat-
ed from water use is
Rs1.70 billion.

In the development

budget, Rs30 billion will
be provided by the federal
government, while Rs12
billion will be generated
from the region’s own
resources. The next year’s
budget is Rs69 billion
more than the total alloca-
tion of last year. Next
year’s development budg-
et is proposed to be 47%
higher than the outgoing
year’s expenses.

The largest portion of
the proposed development
budget – Rs14.5 billion – is
planned to be spent on
newspapers and magazines. 

Rs2.32tr AJK budget for
next fiscal year presented
in Legislative Assembly

SHILO (AFP/APP): Israelis
and Palestinians held funer-
als Wednesday for
teenagers killed in a shoot-
ing targeting Israelis and an
army raid on a Palestinian
city, as violence rages in the
occupied West Bank.

Mourners gathered in the
Israeli settlement of Shilo
around the shrouded body of
17-year-old Nahman
Mordof. The teenager was
one of four Israelis killed
Tuesday when gunmen
attacked a petrol station
adjacent to nearby Eli settle-
ment before being shot dead.
Israeli forces later arrested
three "wanted people" in the
West Bank village of Orif,
which the military said was
home to the gunmen.

In Jenin, Palestine TV
aired footage of girls in
school uniform carrying the
body of their classmate
killed in an Israeli army
raid on the city on Monday.

Sadil Naghnaghiya, 15,
died from gunshot wounds

sustained during the hours-
long Israeli incursion, the
Palestinian health ministry
announced on Wednesday.

Six other Palestinians,
including a 15-year-old boy
and a militant, were killed in
the raid. A spokesman for
the Palestinian militant
group Hamas, Hazem
Qassem, described
Tuesday's attack against
Israelis as a "response to the
crimes of the (Israeli) occu-
pation" in Jenin and else-
where. The European Union
condemned the shooting as a
"terror attack". 

"The EU is deeply wor-
ried about the ongoing
escalation of violence in
Israel and the occupied
Palestinian territory and
continued settlement
expansion," the bloc said in
a statement Wednesday.

Israel has occupied the
West Bank since the Six-
Day War of 1967 and,
excluding annexed east
Jerusalem, the territory is

now home to around
490,000 Israelis who live in
settlements considered ille-
gal under international law.

The deadly shooting
sparked reprisal attacks by
Jewish settlers against resi-
dents of the nearby
Palestinian town of
Huwara, its mayor and a
resident told AFP.

Several dozen people
were wounded, the
Palestinian Red Crescent
said. An AFP reporter saw
olive groves on fire.

Other settler attacks
were reported in the
evening, in Al-Lubban al-
Sharqiya, near Eli, and in
Beit Furik, another town in
the northern West Bank.

"The destruction
includes more than 10
homes, more than three
commercial stores, this
petrol station, the wheat
field and many trees," said
Yaacoub Aweiss, head of
Al-Lubban al-Sharqiya
town council. 

Israelis, Palestinians
hold teen funerals after

West Bank violence

ISLAMABAD (DNA): In
addition to approving vari-
ous summaries, the
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) of the
Cabinet, here on Wednesday
approved Rs1,914.83 mil-
lion technical supplementary
grants for various ministries
and divisions.

The cabinet committee
meeting was attended by
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Senator Ishaq Dar, accord-
ing to press statement
issued by finance ministry.
According to press state-
ment, on Ministry of
Commerce summary ECC
suspended Import condi-
tions contained in Import
Policy Order 2022 related
to import of Timber/Wood
from the date of issuance of
IPO 2022 to 31st October,
2023 with direction to the
Ministry of National Food
Security and Research to
review the import policy
and come up with sugges-
tions to settle this issue.

The ECC also approved
another summary of
Ministry of Commerce
regarding amendment in

relevant clause in the
Import Policy Order 2022
to allow government agen-
cies to import pharmaceuti-
cal raw material. Ministry
of Energy (Power Division)
submitted a summary
regarding Quarterly Tariff
Adjustments of K-Electric
and informed that as per
National Electricity Policy
2021, the government may
maintain a uniform con-
sumer-end tariff for K-
Electric and state owned
distribution companies.

Accordingly, KE appli-
cable uniform variable
charge is required to be
modified to maintain the
uniform tariff across the
country. The ECC approved
a surcharge of Rs.1.52/unit
to be recovered from K-
Electric Consumers in 12
months. The ECC further
allowed release and utiliza-
tion of available budget of
Rs. 76 billion as payment
of arrears under different
heads. The ECC considered
another summary of
Ministry of Energy (Power
Division) regarding imple-
mentation of revised circu-
lar debt management plan

and utilization of Rs.
20.726 billion to govern-
ment owned power plants.

The committee after dis-
cussion authorized Power
Division to utilize one-time
full amount out of assign-
ment account in relaxation
of limit of using Rs. 4 billion
per month during June 2023
for the next five months and
to ensure that there will be
no more payment liability to
IPPs for the period July
2023 to Nov, 2023.

The ECC also considered
and approved another sum-
mary of Power Division
regarding release of Rs. 56
billion as approved under
revised CDMP against the
AJ&K receivables. The ECC
approved various Technical
Supplementary Grants (TSG)
including Rs. 567.120 mil-
lion in favour of Ministry of
Federal Education and
Professional Training for its
development expenditure
and Rs. 40 Million in favour
of Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training for Cadet College
Hassanabdal for need based
scholarships to financially
challenged students.

ECC approves Rs1.9b technical
supplementary grants

KARACHI (NNI): The
people of Karachi wit-
nessed a significant
moment as Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
inaugurated the newly reha-
bilitated Kakri Sports
Complex known as Kakri
Ground, Lyari.

PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto congratulated the
people of Lyari for the
development of such a
beautiful sports complex
from where their youth
would be trained to com-
pete in international sports
events. The complex, locat-
ed in the historic Lyari area,
that holds immense cultural
and social importance for the
local communities. This proj-
ect is a testament to the com-
mitment of the provincial
government to considerably
improve the quality of life in
the neighborhoods and pro-
mote sporting excellence for
its citizens, especially the
young generation. The Chief
Minister briefing the chair-

man Said that The Kakri
Ground and its’ surrounding
area have long served as a
hub of social and sporting
activities, catering to the
diverse groups residing in the
vicinity. “The area has played
a crucial role in supporting
the residents’well-being with
numerous amenities, busi-
nesses, educational institu-
tions, and healthcare facilities
in the vicinity, however, over
time, the Kakri Ground facil-
ity needed an upgrade to
meet the youth's evolving
demands and cater to a wider
range of sports,” he said.

Recognizing the signifi-
cance of the Kakri Sports
Complex and the need for
neighborhood improve-
ment, the Sindh govern-
ment on the directives of
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
embarked on a rehabilita-
tion project, Murad Shah
said and added that the
project involved develop-
ing a comprehensive land
use plan and optimizing the
existing facilities to inter-

national standards.  
Mr. Shah said that in addi-

tion, new indoor games and
facilities were incorporated
to ensure a diverse presence
in national and international
competitions. The Karachi
Neighborhood Improvement
Project (KNIP) played a key
role in conceptualizing and
executing the project, involv-
ing extensive consultations
with stakeholders.

It may be noted that the
project started in January
2022 and was completed in
June 2023 at the cost of Rs
1.365 billion. The project
scope comprised of the Sports
Complex having a multipur-
pose building on a footprint of
18000 square feet accommo-
dating 45 parking spaces in
the basement. The upgraded
Kakri Sports Complex boasts
several remarkable features
that would enhance the sport-
ing experience and overall
well-being of the community
with the upgradation and
addition of additional spaces
to achieve diversity.

Chairman Bilawal opens
Rs1.3bn completely rehabilitated

Kakri Sports Complex

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) Rawalpindi
chapter again issued sum-
mons to former
Accountability Advisor
Mirza Shahzad Akbar asking
him to appear on June 23 in
an alleged illegal transfer of
190 million pounds in the Al-
Qadir Trust case.

Mirza did not appear in
response to the previous
summons issued by NAB
on May 22. Consequently,
NAB has issued another
summons to Mirza.
Furthermore, calling
notices have also been
issued to Zulfi Bukhari and
Barrister Ziaudin.

The anti-graft watchdog
believed that Shahzad
Akbar concealed vital infor-
mation from the federal cab-
inet while seeking approval
for the previously signed
deed. The anti-graft agency
has accused Shahzad Akbar
of being involved in various
activities alongside Imran

Khan. NAB claims that on
November 25th, 2019, an
amount exceeding PKR
23.33 billion was trans-
ferred to Pakistan.
Additionally, on November
26th, 2019, an amount
exceeding PKR 3.99 billion
was received. Moreover, on
May 11th, 2018, an amount
exceeding PKR 8.02 billion
was deposited.

Instead of being deposit-
ed into the national treas-
ury, these funds were set-
tled against Bahria Town’s
dues. Shahzad Akbar has
been directed to bring all
relevant documents related
to the Al-Qadir Trust case
for further investigation.

Real estate tycoon Malik
Riaz recorded his statement
with the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) along with former
ministers of Imran Khan’s
cabinet in the Al Qadir
University land allotment
case. The development sur-
faced on Wednesday as

NAB pursues a graft case
against Imran Khan.

Others included in the
case are former federal
overseas minister Zulifiqar
Bukhari, and former advi-
sor on accountability
Shehzad Akbar are also
involved in the case were
land was allotted for Al
Qadir Trust University in
exchange for ensuring that
the £190 million (Rs70 bil-
lion) seized in the UK are
returned to Riaz in
Pakistan. Sources claimed
NAB has recorded an initial
statement of Malik Riaz in
the case. It is pertinent to
note that Riaz appeared
before the bureau at its
Rawalpindi office two
weeks ago. Sources further
said that Malik Riaz was
questioned about his con-
nection with the case and
whether he had allotted
land for the varsity, details
of the allotment agreement
and any conditions imposed
and records of the same. 

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad
Khan Niazi visited National
Defence University (NDU),
Islamabad and addressed the course
participants of National Security &
War Course. On his arrival, the
Naval Chief was received by
President NDU Lt Gen Rahat
Naseem Ahmed Khan.

While addressing the course par-
ticipants, Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi paid rich tribute
to the role and sacrifices of Pakistan
Armed Forces for defence of the
motherland. He lauded the efforts
of officers and men for
Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief Operations during
recent cyclone and nationwide
floods last year. 

Naval Chief underscored the
need for officers to remain abreast
of major geopolitical developments
and technological changes occur-
ring across the world. He empha-
sized that synergy remains central

to the modern concept of military
operations as no military force can
achieve success in today's warfare
single handedly. 

The Naval Chief highlighted that
Pakistan Navy with the active sup-
port of sister services is ready to
tackle the maritime security chal-
lenges facing the country today. 

The Admiral appreciated efforts

of NDU for providing the academic
stimulus and honing the profession-
al abilities of course participants.

National Defence University is the
apex military training institute of
Pakistan inculcating advanced pro-
fessional military training to officers
of Pakistan Armed Forces and friend-
ly countries for assuming future key
Command and Staff appointments.

NAB again summons Shahzad
Akbar in Al Qadir Trust case

ISLAMABAD (APP): Lawmakers in the
National Assembly on Wednesday deliber-
ated on recommendations of the Upper
House of the Parliament presented for
incorporation in the federal budget 2023-
24, suggesting measures to improve the
national economy, strengthen key finan-
cial sectors and provide maximum relief to
the common man.   

Resuming debate on the federal budget
and the Senate recommendations, Dr
Sobia Aslam Soomro of Pakistan Peoples
Party Parliamentarians (PPPP) said the
past regime of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) installed landmines for the incum-
bent government by weakening the nation-
al economy and pushing the country
towards the default-like situation.

She said the present government effec-
tively tackled all the economic challenges
and put the country on a path of macro-
economic stability with collective wis-
dom, setting remarkable growth targets in
the fiscal year 2023-24.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, she
said, soon after assuming charge of the
office restarted the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) project that
remained on backburner during the three-
hand-an-half year rule of the PTI.

Commenting on the Senate budget
recommendations, she suggested
increasing sales tax on sugary-energy
drinks and tobacco products so the gen-
erated revenue could be utilized in
health and education sectors besides
controlling the increasing population.
Maulana Abdul Akbar Chitrali of

Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal Pakistan
(MMAP) recommended ensuring inter-
est-free economic system in the country
in line with the Islamic laws, terming the
Senate recommendation in this regard
‘insufficient.’

He agreed with the suggestions of the
Upper House of the Parliament about
availability of daily use items in the Utility
Stores Corporation (USC) outlets at the
subsidized rates; and allocation of a regu-
lar budget for producing quality manpow-
er in the health sector including doctors
and pharmacists aimed at stopping the
brain-drain. He was of the view to estab-
lish medical colleges at district level
across the country to accommodate maxi-
mum number of students who wanted to
join this noble profession and serve the ail-
ing humanity.

Similarly, he agreed with the recom-
mendation of the Senate about tax exemp-
tion on import of sports goods, which were
not being produced locally, as it would
help create a healthy society and keep the
younger generation away from social evils
especially drug-addiction.

The lawmaker endorsed another recom-
mendation to increase the television
license fees, being charged through elec-
tricity bills, from Rs 35 to Rs 50, fixing Rs
15 for Radio Pakistan, declaring it ‘justi-
fied.’ However, he suggested exempting
all worship places from the television
license fee/tax, and advocated for declar-
ing Gwadar, Malakand and merged dis-
tricts of Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) tax-free zones.

MNAs deliberate
on Senate budget
recommendations

NA pays respects to
Mohtrama Benazir
Bhutto on her 70th
Birth Anniversary

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
National Assembly on
Wednesday, unanimously
adopted a resolution in com-
memoration of the 70th
birth anniversary of the late
Shaheed Mohtrama Benazir
Bhutto, paying homage to
her significant role in the
struggle for democracy.
Presenting the resolution,
PPPP MNA Nawabzada
Iftakhar Ahmed Khan Babar
highlighted that today
marked the 70th birth
anniversary of Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto. 

He emphasized that her
political struggle remained
vividly imprinted in our
minds and hearts and would
continue to inspire us. As
the first female Prime
Minister of Pakistan and the
first woman elected as
Prime Minister in the
Islamic world, her achieve-
ments were widely recog-
nized through lectures and
seminars held worldwide,
focusing on her unwavering
commitment to democracy
and political acumen. 

PML-N to replace
Sanaullah as party’s

Punjab president
LAHORE (INP): The
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz on Wednesday has
started working on a plan to
alter the organizational
structure of the party in
Punjab. Sources informed
that the PML-N has set on a
course to change the party’s
organizational structure
and has decided to replace
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah as PML-N presi-
dent of Punjab.

It has also been decided
to replace PML-N General
Secretary Sardar Awais
Leghari. Sources revealed
that Mian Javed Latif, Saud
Majeed, and Haneef Abbasi
are included in the race for
Punjab presidency.

However, the notifica-
tion will be issued after the
final approval by PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif and
PML-N President Shehbaz
Sharif. According to
sources, Mian Javed Latif
is a strong candidate for
the presidency of PML-N
Punjab. It has been decid-
ed to replace Sanaullah
due to his ministerial
engagements. The nomina-
tion for the party presiden-
cy in Punjab, however, is
subject to the consent of
incumbent President
Sanaullah. 

ECP decides to
issue arrest 

warrant for Fawad
ISLAMABAD (PPI): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has decid-
ed to issue an arrest war-
rant for former federal
minister Fawad Chaudhry
in contempt case. In
August 2022, the ECP
issued notices to Imran
Khan and others for
allegedly using “intem-
perate” language against
Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Sikander Sultan Raja and
the electoral watchdog. 
Chief Election
Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja resumed the
hearing into the contempt
case registered against the
PTI chairman, Asad Umar
and Fawad Chaudhry.
Where is Fawad
Chaudhry? he was sup-
posed to appear before the
ECP in person today, the
CEC asked. Upon the
absence of the former PTI
leader, ECP decided to
issue a bailable arrest
warrant for him.

CEC Sikandar Sultan
Raja has again summoned
Fawad in person on July 6
in the case. Earlier, the
arrest warrants issued for
the former prime minister
and Fawad were suspended
by the Lahore High Court.

PPP revokes
Latif Khosa’s
membership

LAHORE (NNI): The
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) has revoked the
basic membership of vet-
eran leader Senator Latif
Khosa for "violating the
party's code of conduct". 

Speaking to media in
Model Town on Tuesday,
PPP Central Punjab acting
president Rana Faroooq
Saeed said the decision
was taken after the sena-
tor crossed the party's
redline for "not being
accommodated for per-
sonal favours". 

He alleged that after
joining the party, Khosa
continued receiving perks
and privileges and started
blackmailing the party
after being refused to get
his son appointed as the
attorney general. 

During an interaction
with media, a "wall of
shame" carrying Khosa's
photo was displayed and
inaugurated by the PPP
leaders. Senator Khosa
met the PTI chairman a
few days ago.

Three drones
downed near 

military base in
Moscow region
MOSCOW (AFP/APP):
Moscow said Wednesday
it had downed three
Ukrainian drones and
accused Kyiv of perpe-
trating a "terror" attack,
after officials said the
vehicles had targeted a
military base near
Russia's capital.

"An attempt today by
the Kyiv regime to carry
out a terrorist attack by
three aircraft-type
unmanned aerial vehicles
on facilities in the
Moscow region was
thwarted," the defence
ministry said in a state-
ment.

The ministry added
that each of the drones
was downed by electronic
warfare defensive sys-
tems and that no one was
injured in the attack.
Earlier the governor of
the Moscow region
Andrei Vorobyov said two
drones had crashed
around "on approach to
storage units of a military
base" some 50 kilometres
(31 miles) southwest of
Moscow.

The attack came as
Ukraine is waging a
counter-offensive to
recapture land seized by
Russian troops. 

Kyiv said on
Wednesday that its air
defence systems had shot
down six Iranian-
designed attack drones
launched by Russia forces
over the western
Khmelnytskyi region. 

Those attacks came
one day after Ukrainian
officials said Russia had
deployed a "massive" bar-
rage of nearly three dozen
assault UAVs that target-
ed key infrastructure in
western Ukraine.

Attacks, mostly by
drones, on Russian terri-
tory bordering Ukraine
have increased over the
past weeks. Moscow and
its environs, lying some
500 kilometres from the
Ukrainian border, have up
to now been rarely target-
ed.  In early May, two
drones were shot above
the Kremlin and late the
same month drones hit
Moscow high-rises. 

‘Pakistan Navy ready to tackle 
maritime security challenges’


