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IHC stops police

ISLAMABAD (PPI): Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on Friday granted bail to PTI
leaders Shah Mehmood Qureshi and Asad
Umar in the case pertaining to vandalism
and violence on May 9. A case was regis-
tered in Tarnol police station on the inci-
dents of May 9. Grating bail to veteran
politicians, the court stopped the police
from arresting Qureshi and Asad Umar
and issued a notice to the police and
sought the records till July 10.

Bushra Pirzada quits PTI

ISLAMABAD (PPI): Another PTI
leader Bushra Pirzada has announced
partying ways with former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan-led party. She made the
announcement at a press conference on
Friday. She condemned the May 9 inci-
dents and called upon the authorities to
bring to book the culprits.  PTI activists
took to the streets to vent their spleen
over the arrest of the party chairman in
a corruption case last month.
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PARIS: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif meeting with President of EU Commission Ursulla Von Der
Leyen on the sidelines of the New Global Financing Pact Summit in France.

MAKKAH (Agencies):
Enormous crowds of wor-
shippers thronged Makkah,
Islam’s holiest city, on
Friday for the biggest Hajj
pilgrimage in years, with
more than two million
expected to brave the
scorching Saudi Arabian
heat. Pilgrims in white
robes and sandals packed
the ancient city, now dotted
with luxury hotels and air-
conditioned shopping
malls, after flooding in on
planes, buses, and trains for
the annual rites.

This year’s Hajj — one
of the world’s biggest
annual religious gather-
ings — could break atten-
dance records, officials
said. “As the Hajj draws
near, the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia prepares…
for the largest Islamic
gathering in history,”
Minister of Hajj and
Umrah Tawfiq Al-Rabiah
said in a video published
by the ministry this week.

Rites include circling the
Kaaba, the large black cube
in Makkah’s Grand
Mosque, praying on Mount
Arafat and “stoning the
devil” by throwing pebbles
at three giant concrete walls
representing Satan. More
than two million people
from more than 160 coun-
tries will attend, Rabiah
said — a dramatic increase
on the 926,000 from last

year, when numbers were
capped at one million post-
pandemic. In 2019, about
2.5 million people took
part. Only 10,000 were
allowed in 2020, at the
height of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, rising to nearly
59,000 a year later.

The Hajj is among the
five pillars of Islam and
must be undertaken by all
Muslims with the means at
least once in their lives.
Travellers from around the
world have been pouring
into Jeddah’s modernised
airport, some of them using
streamlined visa services to
disembark from planes
straight onto buses to their
accommodation. Some
24,000 buses will be in
service to ferry the pil-
grims, as well as 17 trains
capable of moving 72,000
people every hour, officials
said. “It is an unbelievable
feeling that is very emo-
tional,” Souad bin Oueis, a
60-year-old Moroccan pil-
grim, told AFP after arriv-
ing on her first visit to
Saudi Arabia along with her
husband. This Hajj will be
the biggest since the
requirement for women to
be accompanied by male
guardians was dropped in
2021.

This year, the maximum
age limit has also been
scrapped, meaning thou-
sands of elderly will be

among those contending
with Saudi summer temper-
atures that are expected to
reach 44 degrees Celsius
(111 Fahrenheit). The Hajj
rituals begin late Sunday at
the Grand Mosque in
Makkah. The worshippers
will sleep in tents on
Monday night and spend
Tuesday at Mount Arafat,
the climax of the Hajj,
where the Prophet
Mohammed is believed to
have delivered his final ser-
mon.

After casting pebbles in
the “stoning of the devil”
ritual on Wednesday, mark-
ing the start of the Eidul
Azha holiday, pilgrims
return to Makkah to per-
form a farewell “tawaf” —
circling seven times around
the Kaaba. Makkah pil-
grimages are a major
source of income for Saudi
Arabia, which is embarking
on an ambitious plan to
overhaul its largely oil-
dependent economy. The
Hajj and year-round Umrah
rituals generate an estimat-
ed $12 billion annually. An
expansion project that
involves scaling up infra-
structure and transport sup-
porting Makkah and
Madina, where two of
Islam’s holiest sites are
located, is a key part of the
economic plan as the king-
dom looks to increase visi-
tor numbers.

Millions head to Makkah
for huge Hajj in Saudi heat

Jalil Afridi

WASHINGTON DC:
Indian Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi and US
President, Joe Biden
addressed a joint press con-
ference in the East Room of
the White House where
they are both asked about
the human rights from two
different perspective. 

President Joe Biden was
asked that many of his dem-
ocratic colleagues believe
that he has “over looked”
the way religious minorities
are being treated in India
under Prime Minister Modi.
Whereas, Mr Modi was
asked that India claims to

the largest democracy but
reports about the mistreat-
ment of religious minorities
especially the Muslims are
reported in the media on
regular basis. 

Both the leaders dodged
the question in their own
style and moved to differ-
ent subjects. President
Biden stated that he did
have a discussion with
Prime Minister Modi about
democratic values and that
democracy was in the DNA
of both of India and
America. 

Prime Minister Modi
replied by saying that
President Biden is correct
that democracy is in the

DNA of both India and the
US and that his government
does not believe in differ-
entiating its citizenship on
the basis of color, creed or
religious beliefs. 

It is pertinent to mention
here that PM Modi is visit-
ing the US for three days as
State Guest and has signed
several bilateral agree-
ments with the US govern-
ment and private entities
such as General Motors. it
is also important to mention
here that President Biden
did mention the Russian
declared war on Ukraine
but Prime Minister Modi
did not name Russia during
his press talk.

Biden & Modi questioned
about human rights

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
People’s Party Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto has said that
there is no leniency in our
hearts for those involved in
the incidents of May 9.
Speaking on the National
Assembly floor on Friday,
Bhutto said that May 9 riot-
ers who attacked military
installations and memorials
of martyrs don’t deserve
‘any leniency’. The foreign
minister said that there were
provisions in the law that
those involved in such
heinous acts be tried in mili-
tary courts. He said that the
previous government dam-
aged the reputation of
Pakistan and they have to
restore the confidence of the
nation.

“It is the responsibility of
the parliament, government,
and the judiciary to establish
the writ of the state,” FM
Bilawal said. Bilawal Bhutto
thanked Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar for
including the budget for the
reconstruction and rehabili-
tation of the flood survivors.
He said the inclusion of
flood reconstruction in the
budget will enhance
Pakistan’s credibility in the
eyes of the world communi-
ty that Islamabad is serious
in its efforts to deal with the
issue of climate change.

He said that PPP has a
cordial relation with Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz and

Shehbaz Sharif is also the
Prime Minister of the PPP.
“PM Shehbaz Sharif is steer-
ing the country in the right
direction and steps taken by
him for the improvement of
the nation’s economy have
started yielding results,” he
remarked, adding that the
promises made by Prime
Azam are being fulfilled.

He said that everyone
should lend a helping hand to
Shehbaz Sharif for the solu-
tion to the current economic
crisis. Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said that character
assassination is not part of
our politics whether we are
in the opposition or in the
government. Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said efforts will be
made to do politics in a posi-
tive manner. FM Bilawal
also urged major powers not
to make the war on terrorism
controversial and a victim of
their geopolitics. He reiterat-
ed that Pakistan was the
biggest victim of terrorism as
it suffered more casualties
than any other country of the
world. He said it is in the
interest of Pakistan to elimi-
nate terrorism and extrem-
ism for the peace, stability,
and prosperity of its own
people.

Foreign Minister Bilawal
said they have to work day
and night to get the country
out of problems being faced
by the country. “We have to
strengthen Prime Minister
Shehbaz, he added. Bilawal
Bhutto said that Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar played an

important role in running the
national economy. He said
his party's fight is against
poverty, inflation, and unem-
ployment in the country, not
other political parties. Taking
a dig at PTI, he said that PTI
considered the country's con-
stitution as a piece of paper,
and today, they are hiding
behind the same paper. 

In an apparent reference
to former US president
Donald Trump – whose
Twitter account was sus-
pended following the attack
on Capitol Hill, the PPP
Chairman said that the
incumbent government did
not suspend the social media
accounts of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insasf, he lament-
ed. “We want to promote
democracy in this country
and a political party should
work as a political party, he
said adding that we can't
remain silent if someone
attacks the sensitive installa-
tion. We have to work day
and night to get Pakistan out
of its problems, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari added. The
Foreign Minister said they
will have to present a
roadmap for political and
economic stability in the
country by also involving the
reconcilable opposition
members. “We will have to
agree on bare minimum
agenda for the sake of the
country,” he added. Bilawal
called for a collective effort
to preserve the democratic
system and limit the impact
of undemocratic politicians.

Bilawal urges coalition
parties to strengthen PM

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Umar Ata Bandial
remarked on Friday that
Pakistan Army Act applied
to civilians. A seven-mem-
ber bench — comprising
CJP Bandial, Justice Ijazul
Ahsan, Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah, Justice Muneeb
Akhtar, Justice Yahya
Afridi, Justice Ayesha
Malik, and Justice Mazahir
Ali Naqvi, was hearing a
set of petitions trials of
civilians in military courts. 

The government had
decided to try civilians
under army laws after
enraged protesters belong-
ing to the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) vandalised
army installations follow-
ing the arrest of their party
chief. The petitions, sepa-
rately filed by PTI
Chairman Imran Khan, for-
mer chief justice Jawwad S
Khawaja, legal expert
Aitzaz Ahsan, and five civil
society members including
Piler Executive Director
Karamat Ali, have request-
ed the apex court to declare
the military trials unconsti-
tutional.

During the hearing, CJP
Bandial, while citing
Justice Shah, said that the
army is directly affected
related to the matters like
national security.
"Provoking serving army
officer for conspiracy
against national security
was a serious crime," CJP
remarked, adding that
reviewing Army Act claus-

es was not needed. "It was-
n't correct to say that the
civilians cannot be tried in
the military courts ever. A
civilian is tried in the mili-
tary court if he incites the
army for treason."

It needs to be seen what
method was adopted to
bring civilians under the
jurisdiction of military
courts, and on which basis
the anti-terrorism court
(ATC) sent the cases to the
military courts, he added.
At the outset of the hearing,
petitioner Karamat Ali’s
lawyer — Faisal Siddiqui
— took to the rostrum and
maintained that he had sub-
mitted a written statement.
"My petition is different
from others. I have not
challenged the Army Act
and I do not contend that
the civilians cannot be tried
in military courts," the
counsel stated.

He said that the military
trials of civilians had taken
place earlier as well. At
this, Justice Shah inquired
why hadn't he challenged
the Army Act. Responding
to the query, he said that the
trial of "favourite persons"
or specific civilians under
military laws was wrong
and unconstitutional. The
counsel stated that he did
not say that any clause of
the Army Act was illegal,
adding that a verdict
against military courts in
1998 did not bring the
Army Act under question.

At this, Justice Ayesha
asked what principles had

been set regarding the
Army Act in other cases
and what was the basis on
which the civilians were
being tried under the said
law. Meanwhile, Justice
Shah observed that "a trial
is conducted under the
Army Act and Official
Secrets Act when it comes
to national security". The
judge then told the lawyer
to give arguments on the
law if he hadn't challenged
the Army Act.

As per a report submit-
ted by Punjab government,
81 women had been
detained following the May
9 mayhem. Of these, 42
have been released on bail,
while the remaining 39 are
on judicial remand.
Moreover, the report stated
that while 3,050 suspects
had been found involved in
incidents of vandalism fol-
lowing the PTI chief's
arrest, 2,258 detention
orders were issued under
the Maintenance of Public
Order (MPO) Act. Of these,
only 21 are currently in jail.
Furthermore, the report
added that 1888 people
were arrested in the 51
cases registered under the
Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA)
on May 9. Of these 1888,
108 accused are on physical
remand while 1247 are in
judicial custody.
Additionally, the identifica-
tion parade of 33 suspects
was conducted while 232
were released on bail.

Army Act applies
to civilians: CJP

PARIS (APP): Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday met
President of the EU Commission
Ursula von der Leyen here on the
sidelines of the New Global
Financing Pact Summit.

The prime minister thanked the
President of the Commission for her
participation in the Resilient Pakistan
Conference held in Geneva on
January 9 this year. He conveyed
Pakistan's commitment to continue
working in close collaboration with
the European institutions for rehabili-
tation and reconstruction in the flood-
affected areas.

The prime minister appreciated
high-level interactions between
Pakistan and the European Union and
renewed an invitation to the EU
Commission president to visit
Pakistan. Recalling the importance of
GSP Plus, the prime minister noted
with satisfaction that it was on track
as there was a strong political com-
mitment in that regard.

The EU Commission president
lauded Pakistan's efforts to recover
from the 2022 floods and assured
continued support. She appreciated
the level of ongoing cooperation
between the EU and Pakistan, includ-
ing GSP Plus. After the meeting,
Ursula von der Leyen tweeted that
the trade preference measures had
already helped Pakistan increase
exports to the EU by 65% over the
past eight years.

She also vowed to continue sup-
porting reconstruction after the floods
in Pakistan. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, in response to her tweet,
acknowledged the vital support
extended by the EU in the rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction of the flood-
hit areas as well as its active partici-
pation in Resilient Pakistan
Conference in Geneva. 

"GSP Plus has provided a strong
boost to our exports and continues to
remain critical to our economy. My

government is keen to further build
on our strong partnership with EU. It
is my pleasure to invite you for a visit
to take our relationship forward in
line with the vast potential at trade,
economic and political levels," he
added. 

PM , Premier Li agree to cele-
brate Decade of CPEC this year to
showcase success: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif met
Chinese Premier Li Qiang here
wherein the two sides agreed to cele-
brate the Decade of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) this year
to showcase its success. The meeting
was held here on the sidelines of the
Summit for a New Global Financial
Pact.

It was the first in-person meeting
between the two leaders since
Premier Li assumed office in March
this year. Expressing satisfaction at
the steady development of CPEC
projects in Pakistan, the two sides
agreed on CPEC's centrality for
Pakistan's socio-economic develop-
ment and expressed their firm com-
mitment to continue working togeth-
er for realizing its shared objectives
for the two countries. The conversa-
tion was marked by traditional
warmth and cordiality that has been
the hallmark of Pakistan-China All-
Weather Strategic Cooperative
Partnership.

PM, EU Commission
President discuss

coop in diverse areas

Expatriates
are ‘pride of
Pakistan’:
Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb on Friday
said being a precious asset,
the overseas Pakistanis
were 'pride of Pakistan' as
they were playing a major
role in its economic devel-
opment. 

"It is the foremost prior-
ity of the government to
resolve the issues of expa-
triates," the minister said in
a meeting with members of
Pakistani diaspora in
France. She extended grati-
tude to the Pakistani com-
munity for according a
warm welcome to the
Pakistani delegation on
their arrival in Paris for a
summit on New Global
Financing Pact.

Marriyum said the jour-
ney of progress and devel-
opment would continue in
Pakistan under the vision-
ary leadership of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Quaid Nawaz
Sharif. The community
members lauded the efforts
made by the PML-N led
government in providing
relief to the common man
in the country. They
acknowledged that since
coming into power, the
PML-N had been serving
laymen as per the vision of
Nawaz Sharif.

Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Marriy-
um Aurangzeb also said
that Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz leadership
was accorded rousing wel-
come by Pakistani commu-
nity in Paris.

NAB summons
Imran, Bushra

Bibi on 26th
ISLAMABAD (PPI): PTI
chairman and former first
lady Bushra Bibi were sep-
arately summoned by the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) on June 26.

NAB Lahore and NAB
Rawalpindi's two-member
team reached Zaman Park
on Friday to deliver the
summons notice to the PTI
chairman and his wife. The
PTI chief and his wife were
required to appear before
the NAB in Rawalpindi on
Monday, according to the
NAB.

Boat tragedy;
82 bodies
recovered:
Sanaullah

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah on
Friday provided an update
on the Greek shipwreck
incident, revealing that 82
deceased Pakistani victims
had been recovered, with
their specimens obtained
and the ongoing identifica-
tion process being conduct-
ed through Nadra.

The Interior Minister
informed the National
Assembly that around 350
Pakistani migrants were
aboard the boat. He said
twelve Pakistanis survived
the tragedy. He said 82 bod-
ies of those aboard the boat
have so far been recovered
and their identification
process is underway with
the help of the forensic and
NADRA data. The minister
also warned that the toll in
the incident may escalate
dramatically.

Last week, an Italy-
bound fishing trawler
reportedly carrying at least
800 people including hun-
dreds of Pakistanis capsized
off Greece. Only 104 peo-
ple are known to have sur-
vived and the chance of
finding more survivors was
seen as virtually nil. Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah
has assured to take a firm
action against those
involved in the illegal busi-
ness of human trafficking.

While speaking the
recent boat capsizing inci-
dent near the coast of
Greece wherein Pakistani
migrants also lost lives, he
said a high level inquiry
committee has been consti-
tuted which will suggest
different recommendations
including amendments in
the legislation to ensure
conviction of the human
traffickers. He said at pres-
ent a crackdown is under-
way to nab those behind the
tragic boat accident near the
coast of Greece.

The Interior Minister
said special desks have
been established to contact
the affected families so far
281 families have contacted
these desks. He said 193
DNA samples have so far
been collected to complete
the identification process.
Besides, the Interior
Minister said that those
involved in attacking mili-
tary installations and dese-
crating martyrs’ memorials
must be brought to justice.

He said the nation has no
sympathies with the gang-
sters involved in the May 9
incidents and wants them to
be brought to justice. The
Chair directed the power
Distribution Companies
(DISCOs) to carry out load
shedding as per the sched-
ule, saying strict action will
be taken on unannounced
outages.

He gave the ruling fol-
lowing MNA Noor Alam
Khan alluded to the prob-
lems faced by the people
due to load shedding in the
scorching heat. In his
remarks on the occasion,
Minister for Education
Rana Tanveer Hussain said
the previous government of
PML-N brought the power
outages to Zero by
installing several power
plants.

Shehbaz urges expatriates to
expose anti-Pakistan propaganda

PARIS (APP): Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday urged the overseas
Pakistanis to play their role to expose the anti-Pakistan propaganda in their
respective countries, besides condemning the arson that took place on May
9.

The prime minister, in an interaction with the representatives of the
Pakistani community in France as well as the Pakistan Business Forum, told
the expatriates that the arsonists of May 9 were spreading lies to instigate the
people abroad. The prime minister is visiting Paris to attend the New Global
Financing Pact Summit hosted by France. He said the overseas Pakistanis
were Pakistan's ambassadors and an asset, and that their services for the
country's development were laudable. Prime Minister Shehbaz told the com-
munity members that through its tough economic decisions, the incumbent
government saved the country from default.

During the last four years, the economy was pushed to the verge of col-
lapse, and unemployment and inflation were at their peaks, he added. The
prime minister said that having inherited an isolated Pakistan on the diplo-
matic fronts, his government made constant efforts throughout the year to
revive foreign relations. He said the recently unveiled Economic Revival
Plan would prove to be a milestone to restore Pakistan's economic position
and that a Special Investment Facilitation Council had been established to
remove impediments to investment. Prime Minister Shehbaz said that only
economic sovereignty and stability could guarantee a safe future for
Pakistan. Minister for Information and Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb
and Special Assistant to the PM Tariq Fatemi also attended the meeting. The
representatives of the overseas Pakistanis in France also presented a bouquet
to the prime minister.
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KARACHI: ederal Minister for Maritime Affairs Syed Faisal Ali Subzwari’s addressing Press
Conference at KPT. 

LAHORE (APP): Chief Secretary Punjab
Zahid Akhtar Zaman said on Friday that
teaching methodology and examination
system should be changed to make the
education sector compatible with the mod-
ern requirements. 

He was speaking at a ceremony, organ-
ised jointly by the Punjab Danish Schools
Authority and the Aga Khan University
Examination Board at a local hotel on
Friday on successful completion of the mid-
dle school programme, launched to unlock
creativity in students of Danish schools. The
chief secretary said the programme was
aimed to test and develop creative skills of
students, studying at Danish schools. 

He said to improve the education sector,
Danish schools were established as a
model where quality education was being
imparted to underprivileged students.

The chief secretary said efforts of the
Danish Schools Authority and the Aga
Khan University Examination Board to
unlock the creativity in students were
commendable. 

The chief secretary also distributed
shields among the principals and pro-
gramme coordinators of Danish schools.

Managing Director Punjab Danish
Schools Authority Ahmar Malik said that the
projects of establishing Danish schools in
Bhakkar, Taunsa and the Centre of
Excellence in Chakwal and Pir Mahal would
be completed this year. Chief Secretary
Punjab Zahid Akhtar Zaman said that more
than 20,000 students were currently studying
in 12 Danish schools in the province and
these students were being provided with
quality education along with food, uniform,
accommodation and other facilities. 

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah inaugurated the
football ground and com-
munity center Ibrahim
Hyderi constructed with the
help of World Bank for
Rs1.9 billion. 

Ibrahim Hyderi, a histor-
ical town located along the
seashore has been rejuve-
nated with the inauguration
of a state-of-the-art football
ground, an upgraded com-
munity center, and the
implementation of various
infrastructure develop-
ments. Those, who were
present on the occasion
include Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab, Deputy
Mayor Salman Murad,
MNAAgha Rafiullah, MPA
Mehmood Alam Jamote
and others.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
said that this initiative was
part of the government's
commitment to enhance the

welfare of the youth and
prioritize the development
of future generations,
encouraging their active
participation in healthy
activities and fostering their
contributions towards the
progress of the country.

He said that the remark-
able upgrades in Ibrahim
Hyderi Village were made
possible through the
Karachi Neighborhood
Improvement Project
(KNIP), which aimed at
uplifting the entire town,
accommodating its dense
population. “The compre-
hensive project included
the reconstruction of new
arterial roads such as Omar
Colony Road, the enhance-
ment of main roads and
neighborhood connecting
streets, and the develop-
ment of open community
spaces into better congre-
gating places,” the CM said
adding that these improve-
ments have not only pro-

vided better connectivity
but have also created
attractive spaces for the
local community to gather
and socialize. The project
also focused on improving
the functionality of the
football ground, enabling
night-time playing capacity
by installing new flood-
lighting towers and energy-
efficient LED lights. 

Additionally, the con-
struction of two access gates
and landscaping enhance-
ments have greatly
improved the outlook of the
area, while the paving of
parking surfaces has
enhanced parking conven-
ience and eliminated dust
accumulation in the locality.
To cater to the needs of the
community, the project
included the establishment of
an equipment room for elec-
trical appliances, a pavilion
with benches, and the use of
tiles in rooms and restrooms
under the pavilion. 

LAHORE (APP): Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi visited
Children Hospital and Cardiology
Institute at Multan on Friday and
inquired after under treatment patients
in different wards besides reviewing
treatment facilities. Mohsin Naqvi
inquired from the attendants of children
patients admitted in the Emergency
Ward who complained about dearth of
medical facilities in the hospital, said a
handout issued here. 

The CM directed to increase the
number of beds in the Children
Hospital, adding that every children

patient should be treated on a separate
bed. He directed to improve medical
facilities in the hospital.

Mohsin Naqvi also inspected wait-
ing areas for the attendants and directed
to install fans and air coolers in the
waiting areas. He sat with the atten-
dants in the waiting areas, listened to
their problems and directed for their
prompt resolution. Mohsin Naqvi
directed to provide better facilities in
the waiting areas to the attendants com-
ing with their patients. He said provi-
sion of latest facilities will be ensured
for the treatment of children in the

Children Hospital Multan under public-
private partnership.

CM takes notices of alleged
deaths in Sargodha Teaching
Hospital: Caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi, taking notice
of a news being aired with regard to
alleged deaths during last 72 hours in
the Sargodha Teaching Hospital, has
sought a report from Health depart-
ment and ordered an investigation.
He directed to submit a report after
conducting a comprehensive inquiry
of the whole matter and bring the
facts to surface. 

LAHORE (APP): A six-member com-
mittee, comprising senior health profes-
sionals from both public and private sec-
tors, has been constituted to finalize
framework for the grading of the
licensed hospitals of the Punjab
Healthcare Commission within a month. 

This was decided in a meeting chaired
by Chief Executive Officer PHC Dr
Muhammad Saqib Aziz held here under
the auspices of the Punjab Healthcare
Commission (PHC) on Friday. 

Three members including Dr Omar
Aziz Rana, Dr Sabir Malik and Dr
Haroon Latif from the private sector and
three members including Vice-
Chancellor University of Child Health
Sciences Professor Massaud Sadiq,
Assistant Professor Fatima Jinnah
Medical University Dr Shahid Latif and
Principal Allama Iqbal Medical College
Professor Nadeem Hafeez Butt from the
public sector were nominated for the
committee.

VC FJMU Professor Khalid Masood
Gondal was the convener and Director
Clinical Governance PHC Dr Mushtaq
Ahmed Salariya was the member/secre-
tary of the committee. 

The PHC CEO, in his opening
remarks, said that the minimum service

delivery standards (MSDS) required all
kinds of healthcare establishments to
ensure patient safety and make neces-
sary arrangements for the provision of
quality care in accordance with the
scope of services of the respective 
hospitals. 

Chief Executive Officer PHC Dr
Muhammad Saqib Azizwas of the con-
sidered opinion that the lukewarm would
to implement MSDS and the sustainabil-
ity of implementation over longer peri-
ods were major issues confronting the
continuous provision of quality health-
care services, and observed that the
implementation of standards would
bring betterment to service delivery. 

He also discussed the need and legal
requirements for the grading of 
hospitals. 

The DCG PHC presented salient fea-
tures of the grading framework of the
hospitals, and mentioned that all the hos-
pitals would be zoned – red, orange, yel-
low and green – based on their MSDS
Compliance Score. He said that all the
licensed HCEs within the green zone
would be graded.

Heads of medical teaching institu-
tions and other leading health profes-
sionals attended the meeting.

Railways to
operate 3
Eid trains

LAHORE (APP): The
Pakistan Railways has
decided to operate three
Eid special trains to facil-
itate people on Eid-ul-
Azha. 

According to a notifica-
tion, issued here on
Friday, the first Eid spe-
cial train would operate
on June 26 between
Quetta and Peshawar via
Sukkur, Multan, Lahore
and Rawalpindi. This train
will leave Quetta at
10a.m. on June 26 and
reach Peshawar at 8p.m.
on June 27. The second
Eid special train will run
between Karachi Cantt
and Lahore on June 27.
This train will leave
Karachi Cantt at 8:30 in
the night and it will arrive
here on the next day, June
28 at 5:45 p.m. via
Nawabshah, Bahawalpur,
Khanewal and Faisalabad.
The third Eid special train
will be operated between
Lahore and Karachi Cantt
on July 3. 

The train will leave
here at 11a.m. for Karachi
Cantt via Faisalabad,
Khanewal, Bahawalpur
and Nawabshah and it will
reach at its destination at
8:30 in the morning on
July 4.

Minister writes letter
to Fed Govt about

water shortage
KARACHI (APP):
Provincial Irrigation Minister
Jam Khan Shoro has contact-
ed the federal government
regarding shortage of water
in Sindh  and asked to stop
transfer of water from the
Indus River to the Chishma
Jhelum Link Canal (CJ
Canal). In a letter addressed
to the Federal Minister of
Water Resources, Syed
Khursheed Shah, the irriga-
tion minister said on the one
hand, water was being stored
in water reservoirs, while on
the other hand, water was
being released to Cheshma
Jhelum and Taunsa Panjand
canals, as a result of which
there would be a severe water
shortage in the province.

Due to water shortage, the
provincial agriculture econo-
my  would be affected, Jam
Khan Shoro cautioned. After
holding meeting over water
shortage in the province here
on Friday, the minister wrote
a letter to Federal Water
Resource Minister  for tak-
ing notice of the matter. 

PO killed in
encounter
with police

LAHORE (APP): A pro-
claimed offender (PO)
was killed in an encounter
with police at Nishtar
Colony, Atari Darbar,
here on Friday. As per
details, the police team
conducted a raid at that
point for recovering
stolen items. On seeing
the police team, the PO,
identified as Muhammad
Mushtaq (45), opened
fire. The police retaliated
the fire and the accused
received bullet injuries.
The police shifted the
injured to a hospital
where he succumbed to
his injuries. 

The accused was wanted
by the police in a murder
case. Police and forensic
officials reached the spot
and collected evidence
from the scene. Later, the
body was removed to the
dead house for autopsy.

‘Exam system, teaching
methodology need changes’

PHC's 6-member committee
to finalize grading of hospitals

CM inaugurates
football ground,

community centre

KARACHI (APP): Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab has said that the
approval of the Safe City project has been
obtained and soon the work on this project
will start. He said this while presiding over
a meeting in his office on Friday to review
the progress of the Safe City project.

Under the project, 10,000 new cameras
will be installed in different areas of the
city and 2,000 existing cameras will be
upgraded in 4 phases. 

On this occasion, Deputy Mayor
Karachi Salman Abdullah Murad,
Municipal Commissioner Syed Afzal
Zaidi and other relevant officials were also
present. In the meeting, a briefing was
given regarding the work being done in
Karachi under the Safe City Project. 

Mayor Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab said that Safe City project is impor-
tant for Karachi, so the work should be
carried out through full coordination
between all the relevant institutions.

The main objective of the Safe City

project is to develop the security and sur-
veillance system in the city on modern
lines, for which 10 thousand new CCTV
cameras will be installed at important
places in the city and the existing monitor-
ing system will be updated according to
modern requirements.

He said that this project is based on
installation of CCTV cameras, establish-
ment of command-and-control centers, the
introduction of face and vehicle recogni-
tion software and installation of biometric
system which will help curb street crimes
in Karachi and provide protection to the
citizens. Mayor Karachi said that similar
systems for security and monitoring are
running successfully in all major cities of
the world and with this, street crimes have
reduced to a great extent, so there is a need
in Karachi as well. The security and mon-
itoring system should be equipped with
modern equipment and technology, the
government will provide all possible sup-
port in this regard.

Work on Safe City
project to begin
soon: Murtaza

CM inspects facilities at 
Children Hospital Multan

F.P. Report

GILGIT: Legal Aid
Society Pakistan present-
ed the "Gilgit Baltistan
Mediation Bill 2023" to
GB Cabinet, and GB
Legislative Assembly
members in the presence
of the Chief Judge, GB
Chief Court. A total of 13
members (3 female & 10
male) of the Gilgit
Baltistan Legislative
Assembly (GBLA)
including Mr. Nazir
Ahmed, Speaker Gilgit
Baltistan Legislative
Assembly, participated in
the Consultation. Justice
(retd) Mr. Arif Hussain
Khilji emphasized the
need to train mediators to
accomplish the objective
of the proposed law so
that its implementation
can reap results immedi-
ately after the law is

promulgated.
The first standalone

legislative instrument
mandating mediation in
Pakistan provides ample
space for the legal frater-
nity to participate actively
in the process while main-
taining the sanctity of
non-decision-based cus-
tomary dispute resolution
forums. The bill includes
best practices from
provincial laws across
Pakistan and global leg-
islative while addressing
gaps identified during the
implementation of these
laws. The bill received
overwhelming support
from participants of con-
sultation who vowed to
table it for debate at the
earliest in the Gilgit
Baltistan Legislative
Assembly. If passed as a
law, the bill will allow
parties to settle their dis-

putes through mediation
in a completely confiden-
tial manner and file settle-
ment agreements in
respective courts against
which court decrees will
be issued. 

Further, it was brought
to light that GB already
has an indigenous infor-
mal dispute resolution
system wherein most of
the disputants prefer set-
tling their disputes by
resorting to the prevalent
out-of-court settlement
system. During the inter-
active discussion, ensued
by the presentation, some
pertinent questions were
put forth by the
respectable Members of
the GB Assembly. 

One concern was
whether disputes involv-
ing international invest-
ments could be resolved
under this law and sug-
gestions for introducing
special committees for
overseeing financial and
commercial matters were
floated. The Honourable
Chief Judge Mr. Ali Baig
Gilgit Baltistan commit-
ted to providing space
within the chief court to
Musaliha International
Center for Arbitration
&amp; Dispute
Resolution (MICADR) in
Gilgit and Skardu and to
recognize MICADR as a
c o u r t - r e c o g n i z e d  
ADR Center. 

KARACHI (APP):
Provincial Energy Minister
Imtiaz Shaikh said that the
PTI chief used to say that
he would not give NRO but
today he is begging for
NRO from the present gov-
ernment. In a statement
issued here Friday, Imtiaz
Shaikh said that the tragedy

of May 9 will never be for-
gotten by the nation and the
families of the martyrs.

Despite the passage of
more than one month, the
people and the heirs of the
martyrs still waiting for jus-
tice, Shaikh said.

He said that the miscre-
ants of May 9 tragedy were
still roaming around inde-
pendently with the help of
facilitators.

He said that the miscre-
ants of May 9 tragedy were
still running around with

the help of facilitators and
some of them were making
conspiracies while hiding
in sanctuaries. He said that
until all the miscreants are
brought to justice, the fam-
ilies of the martyrs would
not have patience.

Consultation with
GBLA members

PTI chief begging for NRO 
from present govt: Minister

CTP gear up
operation

against beggars
RAWALPINDI (APP): City
Traffic Police (CTP) here on
Friday geared up their ongo-
ing operation against profes-
sional beggars. According to
a CTP spokesperson, CTP on
the directives of City Traffic
Officer, Rawalpindi Tamoor
Khan had launched an opera-
tion to net the professional
beggars from city roads.

He urged the citizens to
come forward and play a
role to discourage profes-
sional begging as with the
help of the citizens, the
scourge of begging could
be eradicated from the soci-
ety. He informed that spe-
cial anti-beggars squads
had been formed to nab the
professional beggars. 

He said that they were
trying to eliminate begging
from the city roads. The
beggar children arrested
from the city roads were
handed over to Child
Protection Welfare Bureau
(CPWB). The CTP along
with Rawalpindi district
police were conducting
raids at different roads and
intersections and action
under the law was taken
against the beggars, he said.
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PESHAWAR: The caretaker Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government has decided to
constitute a joint committee to address the
reservations of Pakistan Petroleum
Association with regard to procedure and
method of the inspection of the petrol pumps.

In this connection, Special Assistant to the
caretaker Chief Minister Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa on Labour, Malik Meher Elahi
on Friday held a meeting with a delegation of
Pakistan Petroleum Association, headed by
former president Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce Anwar Maqsood Pervez,
Chairman Abdul Majid and representatives
here. The delegation apprised the Special
Assistant on issues related to proposed
gauges and actions by the Labor Department
against the petrol pumps.

Joint committee to restructure 
procedure of petrol pumps inspection

Kashif Ullah Khalil

PESHAWAR: Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has arranged aware-
ness session for students of
Peshawar’s varsity while
stressed upon role youth in
electoral process to ensure
maximum participation of
voters in elections.

According to details,
Deputy Director Media
Coordination and translator
Provincial Election Com-
mission of Khyber Pakhtun-
khwa Sohail Ahmed Khan
said that ECP organized
three days training work-
shop on leadership and
social inclusion.

Workshop attendant was
by Assistant Director Social

Inclusion Syed Aoun
Ahmed Naqvi, and other
Faculty Members, students
IFES at Miss Anbreen and
the light lab from
Mohammad Shafiq atten-
dant. Sohail Ahmed said
that students about the
importance of voting regis-
tration series are going to
educational institutions.
Sohail said that male and
female students and role to
development of prosperity
of country.

He said that students can
help women and senior citi-
zens voter campaigns are
the community. He added
that the Election
Commission is trying par-
ticipation sections of socie-
ty the election process.

Deputy Director
Provincial Election
Commission said that the
Election Commission of
Pakistan last few years has
large number young people
lists and voter education are
student in various universi-
ties, colleges and school to
the four provinces central
level from November.2021.

He added a large number
of young people to the voter
lists in the last few years, it
will conduct voter educa-
tion and student awareness
in various universities, col-
leges and schools at the four
provinces and at the central
level from November 2021.
I have started a regular
series of educational work-
shops with students.

ECP commits to increase
voter’s participation

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker
Minister for Technical
Education, Industries and
Commerce Muhammad
Adnan Jalil has said that the
Technical Education and
Vocational Training
Authority (TEVTA) is an
important institution for the
provision of skilled educa-
tion and training in the
province, which has the
responsibility to equip the
youth from various state of
the art technical skills.

"We have to bring this
institution to a high quality
standard and to make able it
for preparing a skilled force
in the province as per the
requirements of the global
manpower market", he

added. The minister said
that in order to materialize
this goal, he will take all
possible steps to improve
the standardized condition
of TEVTA. He expressed
these views in a meeting
held on Friday at his office
regarding TEVTA wherein
he took briefing regarding
the implementation of deci-
sions issued in previous
meeting regarding the
improvement of institution. 

On this occasion, the
minister directed the con-
cerned authorities to take
the reform and professional
performance process on
fast track for the improve-
ment of the institution and
also directed to report him
in this regard accordingly.
It is merit to mentioned that
in the last meeting regard-

ing TEVTA , the minister
had issued instructions
regarding the standardiza-
tion of technical education-
al institutions in various
aspects, and had instructed
the relevant authorities to
fallow austerity measures
and control unnecessary
expenditures in the institu-
tion.

The minister further said
that improving of TEVTA
and bringing its entire train-
ing system according to the
contemporary global
requirements was his key
focus and he want the
speedy implementation of
this agenda with visible
results. On this occasion, he
predicted that the TEVTA
head office new building at
Hayatabad in Peshawar will
be inaugurated soon.

TEVTA responsible for
equipping youth with skills

Syed Ghayur Ahmed

A
CCORDING to the
WHO report, the
polio virus can be

transmitted from one per-
son to another, its virus can
attack the spinal cord and
cripple the child for life,
and in extreme cases, life
can be lost. Three coun-
tries on top list, which
include Nigeria,
Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Now after a long time and
despite the intervention of
the extremist group Boko
Haram, Nigeria has been
declared polio-free,
Afghanistan is second in
the list. 

The polio virus spread
among children due to the
country's civil war and lack
of infrastructure, but after
the success of the Taliban in
2021 and the insistence of
other countries, children
were immunized to this dis-
ease on a large scale in last
March. In order to get rid of
this virus, about nine million
children were vaccinated
against the virus. Director of
the Afghanistan National
Emergency Operation
Center,(NEOC) Mr. Nik
Wali Shah Momin, said in a
statement that children in 31
out of 34 provinces of

Afghanistan were given
these drops in a four-day
campaign. This process will
also be started in the remain-
ing provinces later the situa-
tion will be normal in the
northern areas. 

Now let's come to
Pakistan, where polio drops
have been controversial
since the first day, before
2016, most of the scholars
were against it and were
calling it a conspiracy of
Western countries against
Islam, and the people listen
their voice as they have
more influence on the peo-
ple of Pakistan. This was the
first reason for the rejection
of polio by masses. So on
the vise action the govern-
ment made the scholars
aware of the harms of the
disease through an aware-
ness campaign, after which
the public was told through a
joint (Islamic statement)
Fatwa of the learned schol-
ars that in the polio drops
there is nothing harmful and
it is not against Islam, after
which it was believed that
Pakistan will become a
polio-free country one day. 

But unfortunately, people
associated with polio are still
being attacked on a daily
basis. According to reports,
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

has accepted responsibility
for these attacks. A joint
statement from these outfit if
a Muslim feed polio drops to
their kids, the child will
grow up to be immoral, dis-
respectful and far away from
Islamic traditions and will
not be able to develop sexu-
ally. The second reason
behind terrorist attack that,
theoretically, the Taliban
considers Al-Qaeda as its
leader and they say that the
help of America in 2011 In a
fake hepatitis campaign in
the northern city of
Abbottabad, Dr. Shakeel
Afridi took samples from
Al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin
Laden, who was later killed
in a military operation.

Regardless of all these
conspiracy theories, Bill
Gates, the founder of
Microsoft, assured the then
Prime Minister Imran Khan
during his visit to Pakistan in
2022 that we will fully sup-
port Pakistan in fighting
against this deadly disease.
An index has announced aid
of two billion dollars to
eradicate polio from
Pakistan. Pakistan is work-
ing with great speed against
this disease as well as the
obstacles associated with it,
for example, against extrem-
ist organizations.

Polio and Pakistan

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Council of
Pakistan Newspapers Editors (CPNE)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa committee
meeting was held on Friday in a local
hotel in Peshawar under the chair-
manship of Caretaker Minister for
Information and Auqaf, Hajj,
Religious and Minority Affairs
Barrister Feroze Jamal Shah
Kakakhil. 
In the meeting, Secretary Information
and Public Relations Mukhtiar
Ahmed, Director General
Information and Public Relations
Basir Ali Rehman Khan, President
CPNE Irshad Ahmed Arif, General
Secretary Ijazul Haq, Vice President
Tahir Farooq, Chairman Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Committee FCPNE
Rahatullah, Qaiser Rizvi, Syed Ali
Nawaz Gilani, Wazirzada, Mumtaz
Sadiq, Arshad Khan, Jamshed
Baghwan, Rashid Iqbal, Amjad Aziz
Malik, Zahir Shah Shirazi. , Salman
Khan, Nauman Khan, Sardar Naeem,
Maqsood Khan, Mumtaz Bangash,
Najeebullah, and Aitzaz Hussain
Shah and others participated.

On this occasion, the participants
of CPNE demanded the caretaker
government and caretaker informa-
tion minister to take steps to pay the
arrears of the newspapers. Addressing
the meeting, Caretaker Information
Minister Barrister Feroze Jamal Shah
Kakakhel said that efforts will be
made to solve the problems of CPNE.
He said that the journalist community
is the main pillar of the state.
Information department and journal-
ist community are two wheels of a
vehicle which cannot run without
each other.

We have to work together and find
solutions to all problems together. He
said that if seen, the Information
Department has paid about 16.67 mil-
lion rupees to CPNE in the last one
year while the caretaker government
has paid 10.12 million rupees in just
four months and we are taking con-
crete steps for further payments. He
said that Information Secretary
Mukhtiar Ahmed has paid special
attention to solving these problems
after taking charge. Some elements
try to make matters worse. He said
every department has some such neg-

ative sided elements but we have to
do things properly and cleanly with-
out discrimination. We have always
focused on meaningful problem solv-
ing. All problems are solved by sit-
ting at the table and consulting each
other, that's why we are taking steps
to solve the problems by sitting at a
table today and are taking positive
steps for repayment.

The Caretaker Information
Minister further said that FIA is
investigating the irregularities in the
advertisement in the Information
Department regarding payments on
cross-cheques. He emphasized that it
is the caretaker government's effort to
solve all the problems related to all
the departments and especially the
information department on the basis
of amicability, transparency and
merit. Later, Caretaker Information
Minister, Auqaf, Hajj, Religious and
Minority Affairs, Barrister Feroze
Jamal Shah Kakakhel, presented a
shield to Imdadullah, retired Director
General of Information Department
on behalf of CPNE, in recognition of
his excellent services during his
tenure.

Govt to make all-out
efforts to solve problems 

of CPNE: Barrister Feroze

PESHAWAR (APP): Bestowed with
a unique geo-strategic location and
plenty of natural resources, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa offers great opportuni-
ties for investors to invest in hydel
energy, petroleum and mineral
resources to gain maximum profit
besides taking advantages of Govt
investment friendly policies.

Besides Indus, Kabul and Swat
Rivers, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa all
small and big rivers including
Kunhar, Punjkora, Khayali and
Kurram with warm water throughout
the year have plenty of sites for con-
struction of water reservoirs to cater
the growing energy and water
demands of the people. Due to lack of
dams and infrastructure, precious
water was being wasted making neg-
ative effects on industries, agricul-
ture, aquatic and human resources.

The position paper on the issues
related to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's
document has revealed that the
province had been unable to utalize
approximately 3 million acres feet
(MAF) of its share of water against its
allocated 8.78MAF share determined
by the Apportionment of the Waters
of the Indus River System (1991),
which makes up 34pc of its share and
is being presently utalized by the
lower riparians. Owing to this huge
non-utalization of water, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has sustained a loss of
around Rs112 billion since 1992, the
report revealed. 

"This huge water loss is posing
serious challenges to agricultural and
economic productivity besides food
security," said ZA Malik, former
Chairman, Economics Department,
University of Peshawar while talking
to APP. Out of 60,000MW hydel
power potential of Pakistan, he said
that about 30,000MW hydel power
potential existed in Khyber

Pakthukhwa that needed to be tapped.
The untapped hydel power poten-

tial of KP has increased gap between
supply and demand of electricity dur-
ing summer, resulting an increase in
load shedding mostly on high line
losses feeders in peripheries of
Peshawar, Bannu, DI Khan, Karak,
Lakki Marwat and merged tribal dis-
tricts. PESCO Power Distribution
Company spokesman told APP on
Wednesday that KP is currently
receiving about 1873MW electricity
from the national grid while its
demand is about 3220 MW, thus fac-
ing a shortfall of 1347 being fulfilled
through load management.

Dr ZA Malik said China had con-
structed about 98,000 dams and India
5,334 dams while Pakistan has built
only 150 dams since its independence
and no big dam after Turbella. He
urged Federal Government to assist
KP Govt in construction of new
dams, and that a scheme need to be
put in place for compensation to KP
for its non-utalized share of water by
the provinces which use the same.

As per the power generation policy
2015 approved by the Council of
Common Interest (CCI), he said that
water user charge (WUC) is to be
paid at the rate of Rs0.425/KWh by
the private sector hydropower proj-
ects to the provinces where the proj-
ect is allocated. He said the rate of
WUC is to be reviewed every five
years by the Federal Government to
determine if an increase in WUC is
necessary.

He said for projects located in
more than one provincial jurisdiction,
the sharing of WUC would be decid-
ed among stakeholders on case to
case basis and a review of WUC
which was due in 2020 is yet to take
place. According to the said docu-
ment, CCI has endorsed Rs128 bil-

lion as KP share under net hydel prof-
it (NHP) and Rs52 billion as Punjab
share of NHP for FY 2016-17 based
on Kazi Committee Methodology
(KMC).

Later on, an out of box committee
for solution of payments of NHP to
the provinces was formed that com-
pleted its findings in 2022 and recom-
mended transfer of hydel power sta-
tions to the provinces and announce-
ment of a second interim arrangement
with enhanced rate of NHP. Currently
water storage component of Wapda
development projects is financed out
of PSDP whereas the power house
component is meet through Wapda
revenue leaving no surplus cash for
payment of NHP to the provinces.

This mechanism needs to be
reviewed so that the power house
component is financed from PSDP
funds thereby leaving surplus cash
for payment of NHP to the provinces.
KP Government has urged the place-
ment of the out of box committee
report before CCI for consideration
and outstanding payment of Rs62 bil-
lion for FY 22-2023 should be made
to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to address its
financial issues amicably.

As per 1973 constitution, Dr Malik
said the concerned province in which
the hydro electric station is situated
shall be paid net hydel profits and the
Cheshma Right Bank Lift Canal
needs to be taken to its logical con-
clusion and funds should be provided
from public sector development pro-
gramme to bring white and green rev-
olution in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Engr Zahoor Hussain, Director
Projects, Wapda (North) said that 72
percent work on multipurpose
Kurram Tangi (Stage-1) Bannu and
North Waziristan has been completed
and expected to be inaugurated in
November next year. 

He said design and feasibility stud-
ies of its stage-II was under process
that would be completed with a loan
assistance of Asian Development
Bank. Engr Zahoor said 1.2 million
acres feet water would be stored and
80.9MW electricity to be generated
from Kurram Tangi Dam, adding over
three million people of southern dis-
tricts of Khyber Pakthunkhwa would
be directly benefited.

Besides completion of 108MW
Golen Gol dam in Chitral, the gov-
ernment has accelerated work on
Mohmand dam of 800MW with
1.293 MAF water storage capacity
that after completion would supple-
ment/irrigate 160,000 acres of exist-
ing land and about 18,237 acres of
new land with annual benefits of
Rs2.23 billion. Likewise, 300 million
gallons water per day will also be
provided to Peshawar for drinking
purpose with benefits of Rs.957 mil-
lion from Mohmand dam. Mohmand
dam would save Peshawar,
Charsadda and Nowshera from floods
having annual benefits in terms of
flood mitigation was estimated at
Rs1.467 billion besides producing
2.86 billion units of environment-
friendly electricity to the National
Grid every year with annual revenue
of Rs. 45.76 billion. The overall
annual benefits of the project stand at
Rs. 51 billion.

HVDC converter station
Nowshera would be linked by an
HVDC transmission line to efficient-
ly transmit electricity from
hydropower-rich Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan via Afghanistan and
onward via Torkhum to Afghanistan.
The federal government has allocated
Rs205.38 billion for power sector
projects (HPP) in the budget 2023-24
include 2,160 MW Dasu HPP (Rs.
58,597 million), 1,410 MW Tarbela

IV Extension (Rs. 590 million), 969
MW Neelum Jhelum (Rs. 4,828 mil-
lion), and 1,530 MW Tarbela V
Extension (Rs. 4,449.463 million).

Major transmission projects such
as CASA-1000 (Rs. 16,099.255 mil-
lion), Dasu Evacuation (Rs.
5,667.094 million), Suki Kinari
Evacuation (Rs. 13,800 million), and
AMI IESCO project in the distribu-
tion sector (Rs. 3,000 million) in
budget 2023-24. Additionally, eight
projects for supplying electricity to
Spcial Economic Zones (SEZs) have
been allocated a total of Rs.
7,267.352 million and by the end of
June 2024, the transmission sector is
expected to have an additional capac-
ity of 3,750 MVA on the 500kV grid
and 6,900 MVA on the 220kV grid.
The transmission lines will be
extended by 522 km on the 500kV
level and 668 km on the 220kV level.

Resultantly, 6,985 villages would
be electrified and 1,403,592 con-
sumers for Distribution Companies
(DISCOs) would be facilitated
besides extending distribution lines
of 132 kV by 1,843 km, and the
capacity of 132 kV grids would be
strengthened by 4,199 MVA. KP
Energy Department spokesman said
that 36.6MW Daral Khwar HPP
Madain Swat was completed and
electricity generation with over Rs1.3
billion annual benefits started.
Likewise, 300MW Balakot HPP
worth Rs 85 billion approved by
ECNEC would be constructed on
River Kunhar in Mansehra.

About 10,000 MW projects are in
different stages of implementation
with a potential to generate about
Rs100 billion annual revenue and
efforts is on to utilize the remaining
14,000 MW through construction of
new hydropower projects. Three
hydropower projects (HPPs) amount-

ing of Rs177.244 billion including
construction of 96 MW Batakundi
amounting of Rs 40 billion and
188MW Naran of Rs70 billion
Manshera would be developed with
collaboration of International Finance
Corporation (IFC) in Shangla.
Feasibility study of 20.8MW Shangla
HPP completed.

496MW Spat-Gah HPP amounting
US$ 1,015 million is being developed
for which MoU between KP govern-
ment having 26pc share and M/S
Korea Hydro and Nuclear Power
Company (KHNP) with 74pc share
was signed. Gabral Kalam and
Madyan HPP having 245MW capaci-
ty would be constructed with Rs115
billion. Modification in Malakand-III
HPP amounting Rs 778 million initi-
ated to generate additional 154 GWh
electricity with Rs 382 million annu-
al benefits. Work on seven different
HPP having cumulative generation
capacity of 214MW including Koto
69MW, Karora 11MW, Jabori
10MW, Matioltan 84 MW, Lawi
69MW, Capri Charkhel 10.2MW and
Barando 6.5MW with Rs eight billion
annual economic benefits were in dif-
ferent stages of completion. 

Malakand-III (81 MW), Daral
Khawar (36.6MW), Ranolia (17
MW), Pehur (18 MW), Machai
(2.6MW), Shishi (1.8MW) and
Reshun (4.2 MW) with accumula-
tive 161.2MW generation commis-
sioned to generate Rs5.4 billion
revenue annually. About 12.8 mil-
lion units would be saved having Rs
203 million annual economic bene-
fits after converting 4,000 mosques
on solar energy. More hydel power
projects were required for conserva-
tion of water and arresting the prob-
lems of energy shortfall and load
shedding for economic growth and
prosperity.

Utalization of water vital for economic growth, arresting load shedding 

KP Minister
chairs Senate

meeting of
BKU

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Law and Higher Education
Justice Retired Irshad
Qaiser presided over the
Senate meeting of Bacha
Khan University
Charsadda, in the meeting
approved the surplus budg-
et of 937.932 million for
the year 2023-2024 of
Bacha Khan University
Charsadda.

Bacha Khan University
Charsadda informed the
senate about the financial
budget of the university in
the senate meeting and also
told about the cost saving
measures taken by the uni-
versity. Bacha Khan
University Charsadda had a
surplus. budget of 29 mil-
lion for the year 2023-
2024.

Provincial Minister for
Law and Higher Education
Justice Retired Irshad
Qaiser appreciated the
financial and austerity
measures taken by Bacha
Khan University
Charsadda.

RTS commits
for good

governance,
says Chief

Commissioner
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Right to
Public Services
C o m m i s s i o n
(KPRTPSC/RTS) arranged
orientational session for its
Ambassadors to bring mass
awareness across the
province to ensure good
governance, on Friday.

Chief Commissioner
RTS Muhammad Salim
Khan said that the commis-
sion is established to
ensure delivery of notified
services in stipulated time-
frame to ensure good gov-
ernance. He added that
RTS ensuring accountabili-
ty of public servants by
placing liability on compe-
tent officeholder in case of
delay in delivery of public
services.

Chief Commissioner
argued that the commission
is committed utilize avail-
able resources to ensure
good governance and
claimed that passing
amendments from provin-
cial assembly will further
enhance the motto of RTS
to ensure accountability.
Commissioner RTS Judge
(retired) Muhammad Asim
Imam briefed the partici-
pants on operation and
statues of the commission
as well as its aim of estab-
lishment. He added that
RTS is established to
ensure delivery of public
service in stipulated time.

Commissioner claimed
that RTS has finalized an
outreached program to
incorporate civil society in
mass awareness campaign
which will ultimately be
beneficial for ensuring
good governance. He
added that the commission
also provides the compen-
sation to complainants
from fine up to 70%
deducted from the salary of
concerned officials. RTS
has granted certificates to
Ambassadors to provide
identity and recognition for
their services towards soci-
ety. Moreover, RTS also
entertained recommenda-
tions of Ambassadors for
betterment in delivery of
services and public aware-
ness.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Information Minister Barrister Feroze Jamal Shah Kakakhel addressing during
CPNE Khyber Pakhtunkhwa committee meeting.

PESHAWAR: KP Chef Secretary Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry chairing a meeting regarding moonsoon
rains.
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Poultry vendors
directed

F.P. Report

T A K H T B H A I :
Assistant Commiss-
ioner Gul Nawaz Afridi,
along with the Food
Safety Officer conduct-
ed a surprise raid on the
shops of poultry sellers
in Takhtbhai Bazar and
inspected the slaugh-
tered chicken in the
shops and freezers, on
Friday. According to
details, the officers
especially inspected the
chicken parts in the
shops of the chicken
parts sellers issued strict
instructions if
unhealthy chickens or
dead chickens and their
rotten parts are found in
any poultry shops, strict
legal action will be
taken against them.
While talking to the
media, he said that this
immediate action has
been taken on the news
regarding the supply of
unhealthy chicken meat
by Ching-Chi Rickshaw
in Takhtbhai Bazar. The
people of Takhtbhai are
also requested to imme-
diately report this kind
of heinous act and their
information will be kept
confidential. It is every-
one's responsibility to
bring those who play
with people's lives to
justice and people's
health should be pro-
tected from these harm-
ful health items.

Officers awarded
for performance

F.P. Report

LARKANA: Gov-
ernment of Sindh
Department of Excise
and Taxation held cere-
mony to public per-
formance report and
awarded officials with
shields of recognition,
on Friday. In the pro-
gram organized by
Provincial Minister
Mukesh Kumar Chawla
for showing the best
performance in the year
2022-23, Excise and
Taxation Officer Aziz-
u-Rehman Unnar of
Qamber Shahdadkot
district, Excise
Inspector Ali Ahmed
Abbasi and Inspector
Asif Ali Magsi were
also given trophies,
shields and certificates
of best performance. It
was hoped that they will
continue to be vigilant
in order to perform their
duties in the best man-
ner. 

Relief package
distributed
F.P. Report

KHYBER: Frontier
Corps North in collabo-
ration with Islamic
Relief Pakistan and
Qatar Charity distrib-
uted relief items in
Tirah, Khyber district.
According to details,
relief items including
food packages, hygiene
kits and household kits
were distributed free of
cost among 287 fami-
lies living in Rajgal,
Sporai, Wacha Wanna,
Gar Gat, Zari Gat,
Surkas and Sakhi Kot
areas of Tirah valley.
The relief package dis-
tribution ceremonies
were attended by the
authorities of district
administration, Frontier
Corps North, Islamic
Relief Pakistan & Qatar
Charity, local elders and
families. Locals
thanked the Security
Forces and NGOs for
providing relief items
and said that "such steps
should be continue so
that poor families sur-
vive in far flung areas".

Judicial complex
inaugurated

GILGIT (INP): Chief
Justice Gilgit-Baltistan
Chief Court (CC) Justice
Ali Baig inaugurated the
judicial complex in
Hunza on Friday.
Addressing the event,
Chief Justice Ali Baig
emphasized the need for
the establishment of
model courts in Hunza
that will help to lowering
the burden of cases in
lower judiciary. He high-
lighted the importance of
expediting legal proceed-
ings and ensuring swift
justice delivery to the
people. To enhance the
judicial infrastructure in
the area, the Chief Justice
announced that the Gojal
subdivision will soon get
a civil court.
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F.P. Report

BANNU: Chairman
Pakistan Red Crescent soci-
ety (PRCS) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Habib Malik
claimed, “we have success-
fully completed the distri-
bution of cash assistance to
over 5,000 Afghan
Refugees residing in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on
Friday.

PRCS has intention to
initiate projects for Afghan
migrant families residing in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
focusing on providing cash
assistance as well as health-
care and education servic-
es. Habib Malik, Chairman

of Pakistan Red Crescent,
and Abid Ullah Khan,
Secretary General, have
stated that due to the
Ukrainian conflict, there
has been a decrease in
financial aid from interna-
tional organizations.

Secretary General Abid
Ullah Khan emphasized
that there is a shortage in
providing monetary assis-
tance. In response to this
situation, Pakistan Red
Crescent has taken on the
responsibility of support-
ing Afghan migrant fami-
lies in need. The priority
will now be given to
Afghan families who are

either unregistered or pos-
sess only Afghan citizen-
ship cards, as they are con-
sidered more deserving.
Pakistan Red Crescent will
collaborate with the
Ministry of Saferan and the
International Federation of
Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies to work
together for the benefit of
these families in the areas
of health and education.

Chairman Habib Malik
emphasized Pakistan Red
Crescent's firm belief in
serving humanity without
any discrimination based
on race, ethnicity, religion,
or nationality.

PRCS provides cash assistance
to 5 thousand Afghan’s refugees

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: A forest
department official identi-
fied as Abdul Jabbar, a res-
ident of Khazana Dak was
killed when a power trans-
mission line fell upon a for-
est check post in Gopalum
area of Khall here on
Friday, residents said. They
said the deceased was on
duty during the incident
that also damaged electron-
ic appliances in the nearby
shops and houses due to
short circuiting. The victim
was later laid to rest at his
ancestral graveyard in
Khazana Dak.

A nine year old boy Ilyas
s/o Sultan e Room was
killed when a speedy
motorcycle hit him on the
road at Walai Kandao area
in the jurisdiction of
Balambat police station
here on Friday. The motor-
cycle riders Ismail 19 and
Faisal 18 were injured who
were taken to the DHQ hos-
pital Timergara. The
Balambat police registered
a case and started investiga-
tions. 

A youth identified as
Abbas Khan son of Haji
Nawab, a resident of

Ramora Darbar was killed
when an unknown person
opened fire on him at
Ramora in the limits of
Chakdara police station
here the other day, residents
and police said. They said
the motive behind the inci-
dent was not known. The
Chakdara police mean-
while claimed to have
arrested the accused who
was being interrogated.

Meanwhile a child iden-
tified as Imtiaz 9, son of
Zarkmin, a resident of Tarai
Badwan drowned in the
River Swat at Tarai while
taking a bath. Locals
retrieved the body and
shifted it to theTehsil
Headquarters Hospital
Chakdara.

UoM holds meeting to
boost KP tourism: In con-
tinuation to the MoU
signed by ORIC and
University of Malakand
(UoM) with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Culture &
Tourism Authority, a follow
up meeting was held in
Committee Room of UoM
that was chaired by Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr.
Rashid Ahmad.

Manager, Digital
Transformation Cell

KPCTA, Abdul Baseer
gave a presentation on
avenues and opportunities
where both organizations
can collaborate for the
uplift of tourism.

The areas of mutual
interest were data provision
of tourists’ influx and occu-
pancy studies in Malakand
Division, sources explo-
ration for tourism data col-
lection, the concept of hotel
"eye" dashboard, training
workshops for the tourism
industry, to establish
tourists facilitation centre at
University of Malakand, to
provide internships to stu-
dents in the tourism sector,
potential job opportunities
in the culture and tourism
sector and any other avenue
of mutual interest.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Mohammad Hanif
Khan, Assistant Professor,
Department of Tourism and
Hotel Management, Dr.
Khalil, Chairman, Software
Engineering Department
and Mr. Maqsood Mazhar,
Manager ORIC, UoM. The
VC UoM Prof Dr Rashid
Ahmad pledged for joint
collaboration for promoting
sustainable tourism in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Fallen power transmission
line kills forest staffer

F.P. Report

PARACHINAR: The
tribesmen including tribal
elders and leaders of the
Central Kurram area have
united in their demand for
Government High School
Minato to be granted the
status of a Higher
Secondary School. They
urge immediate action to
start intermediate classes,
enabling students who have
completed their matricula-
tion to pursue their educa-
tion without having to trav-
el long distances to distant
colleges.

During a Jirga held in
the Minato area, prominent
tribal leaders including
Malik Nawab Khan, Haji
Sharif Khan, Malik Nik
Ahmed, More Khan, and
others voiced their con-
cerns over the lack of edu-
cational opportunities for
the local students. They
highlighted the financial
burden faced by parents

due to rising inflation, mak-
ing it difficult for them to
afford education for their
children beyond matricula-
tion.

The leaders have direct-
ed their appeal to Federal
Minister of Overseas
Pakistanis, Sajid Hussain
Turi, Chief of Pakistan
Army, district administra-
tion officials, and Umar
Orakzai, emphasizing the
urgent need to grant Higher
Secondary status to
Government High School
Minato. They highlighted
that dozens of villages,
including Kotki, Kharshu,
Murghan, Langro, Donga,
Zarif Kali, Varstha Mela,
Kamran Kali, Khamari,
Dolaragha Chinarak, Qurut,
Sarubi, Omargi, Bezadi,
Gawaki, Sir Khawi Dara,
Mandan, Jabu, Leil Gada,
Kandali Baba, Durrani, and
Shagi, heavily rely on this
school for education.

Lamentably, the absence
of any high or higher sec-

ondary schools in these
areas forces numerous
matriculation students to
enroll in schools and col-
leges located in remote
regions. The leaders firmly
believe that granting
Higher Secondary status to
Government High School
Minato would prevent hun-
dreds of students from
being deprived of further
education.

In light of these
demands, the leaders
earnestly request the cur-
rent government to take
immediate action and initi-
ate intermediate classes at
Government High School
Minato, thereby ensuring
that the students in the
region have access to quali-
ty education. They hope
that their appeal will be
positively received by the
authorities, allowing the
youth to pursue their aca-
demic aspirations without
facing unnecessary hard-
ships.

Upgradation of
high school demanded

F.P. Report

BANNU: The first historic
high-level ‘Kuli Katcheri’
of its kind was held in
Duryoba Wazir Sub-
Division Bannu under the
supervision of
Commissioner Bannu
Division Pervez Sabit khel
in which Regional Police
Officer Qasim Ali Khan,
Commander 116 Brigade
Muhammad Tayyab,
Deputy Commissioner
Bannu Manzoor Ahmad
Afridi, Colonel FC
Muhammad Salim and
elected local representa-
tives and other relevant
officials were also present
on this occasion, on Friday.

Commissioner Bannu
division Pervez Sabit khel
has said in his speech that
Chapari Syed Khel
Duryoba Wazir Sub-
Division's backwardness
and deprivation should be
eliminated and will try to
bring it same to the settled
areas of Bannu. So that the
people of the area can also
get out of the difficulties
and live a life full of devel-
opment, prosperity and
facilities like other devel-
oped parts of the district.

Commissioner Bannu
expressed these views on
friday while addressing the
elders of the area and a
large number of partici-
pants in the open session
(Khuli Kachehri) held in
Chapari area of sub divi-
sion Wazir. He said that all
available resources should
be used for the develop-
ment of in particular Chapri
Syed Khel and in general
the entire Duryoba wazir
sub division. So that the
masses of the area will join

the race of development
like other developed areas
of the Bannu district.

Commissioner Bannu
Division also said that dis-
trict administration, educa-
tion and Health facilities
centers should be made
active immediately, which
will help in providing basic
facilities to the people of
the area. He said that some
of among other big chal-
lenges of the area are pro-
viding clean drinking water
and the strengthening of the
communication system.

Commissioner Bannu
Division Parwaiz Sabatkhel
said that he felt happy to
come to Chapari, Duryoba
area Wazir sub-division
Bannu and they will focus
all their attention to facili-
tate and improve the lives
standards of the people of
the area. In this connection,
he will visit here in the
future as well, so that the
promises made to the peo-
ple here can be fulfilled, he
said. Meanwhile, Regional
Police Officer Qasim Ali
Khan said in his short
speech that he is present
day and night to resolve
any problem related to the
police department. 

Moreover Commander
116 Brigade Brigadier
Mohammad Tayyab said in
his address to the session
that all should made strug-
gle together to provide
basic facilities to the mass-
es of Duryoba Wazir Sub-
Division like other areas of
Bannu district. So that the
lives of the people here can
get out of difficulties and
would enter into construct-
ed and developed life. He
also issued instructions to
take immediate steps to

resolve the problem of
drinking water, which will
fulfilled the basic need and
long-standing problem of
clean drinking water in the
entire area. Commander
116 brigade said that the
people of the ease are
peaceful and progressive.

In the end, Deputy
Commissioner Bannu
Manzoor Afridi replied to
the demands of the elders
of the area and said that
they will keep in mind the
problems of the Duryuba
area. And as soon as funds
are available. He will leave
no stone unturned for the
development and prosperi-
ty of this area. He also
invited the area elders to his
office to share the details of
the problems so that appro-
priate solutions could be
found on the spot in avail-
able resources.

The local government
elected representative,
leaders and elders of the
area Daryoba Wazir sub-
division Bannu expressed
great joy and happiness on
the arrival of the
Commissioner Bannu
Division Parwaiz
Sabatkhel, Regional Police
Officer Qasim Ali
Khan,Commander 116
Brigade Brigadier
Muhammad Tayyab and
Deputy Commissioner
Bannu. And said that we
will always be present for
peace, development and
prosperity of the area sec-
ond to the government
setup, due to which the
backwardness and depriva-
tion of the area will be
eliminated. And will
always continue the jour-
ney of peace development
and prosperity.

Early delivery of public
services directed

F.P. Report

TANK: The residents of
Tank are facing a severe
water crisis, leading to pub-
lic outrage and demands for
immediate action from
higher authorities. Reports
suggest that officials from
the Tank Municipal
Administration (TMA) and
tanker mafia are involved
in corrupt practices, exacer-
bating the water shortage.

The sources reveal that
TMA personnel responsible
for distributing salaries for
water-related duties, from
Head Zam to Ponds, are
illicitly receiving payments
while staying at home. This
indicates a potential misap-
propriation of funds within
the TMA. Furthermore, the
water shortage has been
exacerbated by the involve-
ment of the TMA mafia in

the illegal sale of water.
Private touts are reportedly
selling water from Head
Zam, the main water
source, for personal gain.
Informed sources claim that
TOR (name) and TMO
(name) receive a share of
the profits from these illicit
activities.

Disturbing images of
Tanki supplying water to
Mohalla Civil Line and
Wazirabad have surfaced,
revealing contaminated and
foul-smelling water. This
revelation has further
enraged residents, who now
struggle even to obtain
water for basic ablution in
mosques.

Residents demanded a
transparent and immediate
inquiry into the manage-
ment of funds allocated for
water supply. They seek
intervention from higher

authorities, including
Deputy Commissioner
Tank Muhammad Shoaib
Afridi, Commissioner
Dera Ismail Khan,
Secretary Local
Government Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sector
Commander Tank
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Attempts to
contact TOR for comment
have been unsuccessful at
the time of this report. The
gravity of the situation
calls for swift action to
address the water crisis
and investigate the alleged
corruption within the
TMA. The residents of
Tank District hope that the
authorities will promptly
respond to their grievances
and restore the essential
water supply to the region.

Water crisis in Tank 
raises due to malpractices

F.P. Report

BAHAWALPUR: Interim
Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Naqvi reached the
Kacha area in Rahim Yar
Khan to boost the morale of
the police personnel partic-
ipating in the Kacha opera-
tion against miscreants. He
met police officers and per-
sonnel on the occasion. He
appreciated the spirit of the
police personnel who par-
ticipated in the operation in
the extremely hot weather.

Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi, Inspector General of
Police Dr. Usman Anwar,
Additional IG South
Punjab and other police
officers had lunch with the
officers and personnel par-
ticipating in the operation.
Mohsin Naqvi also visited
the police post, dispensary
and school in the Kacha

area. He reviewed the
progress of the ongoing
operation against the mis-
creants.

The chief minister was
briefed that the operation
was going on successfully
and the police have cleared
most of the area from mis-
creants. The chief minister
said, we salute the spirit of
the police officers and per-
sonnel who participated in
the operation. He said that
it was our first priority to
maintain peace in the
Kacha area. Permanent
infrastructure should be
established after destroying
the posts of miscreants, he
said.

The Inspector General of
Police briefed about the
success of the ongoing
operation against the mis-
creants. The caretaker chief
minister also inspected the

cotton cultivation area in
South Punjab. He
expressed his satisfaction
over the increase in culti-
vated area. He congratulat-
ed the Department of
Agriculture, administration
and field staff. He said that
up to 3 billion dollars in
foreign exchange would be
obtained from cotton culti-
vation.

He said the South Punjab
administration has worked
efficiently to achieve cotton
cultivation. He told that tar-
get of cultivating cotton on
5 million acres had been
fixed in South Punjab and
so far 96 percent of the tar-
get had been achieved.
Additional Chief Secretary
South Punjab Capt (retd)
Saqib Zafar in his briefing
told that cotton had been
cultivated on 4.345 million
acres in South Punjab.

CM Punjab monitors
anti-dacoits operation

F.P. Report

BUNER: On public com-
plaints Assistant Commi-
ssioner Mandanr Rahmat
Ullah inspected provision
of facilities at Rural Health
Center (RHC) Nagari’s
hospital as well as Benazir
Income Support Program
(BISP) distribution centers
established in the premises.

According to details, the
Nagari hospital is serving as
many as 44 thousand resi-
dents of Amazai area of tehsil
Mandanr district Buner.
However, AC Rahmat Ullah
found that hospital adminis-
tration has failed to keep
record of the medical store
facility in the premises.

Moreover, AC also dis-
covered that staff are absent
including class-IV during
the visit. He claimed that
10 doctors are appointed at

the hospital but only one is
available for serving the
patients. AC Manadanr
added that laboratory is
available in the hospital but
to no veil for serving
humanity while hematol-
ogy machine has also avail-
able but didn’t used for
welfare patients due to lack
of staff. He claimed that
visit is made on complaints
of local residents because
they are suffering to obtain
health facilities.

Nazim Nagari village
council Yousaf Zada has
uphold the issue at various
forum especially during
‘Kuli Katcheri’ held in the
running week at tehsil
council Mandanr chaired
AC Rahmat Ullah. The
Nazim stressed upon
administration and health
department to inspect RHC
Nagari and ensure provi-

sion of facilities as well as
availability of the staff. The
local residents also flayed
unavailability of facilities
as well as absence of staff
which has compelled public
to visit Nawagai hospital or
to approach District
Headquarters hospital. The
also requested competent
authorities to ensure provi-
sion of medicines and ultra-
sound machine for the hos-
pitals to provide basic facil-
ity at home in the locality.

Meanwhile, AC along
with Tehsil Municipal
Administration (TMA)
Mandanr has finalized
cleanliness drive for Eid-ul-
Azha to ensure hygienic
conditions in the premises.
The admin is committed for
provision of bio-degradable
bags to local populace for
disposing of remaining of
sacrificial animals.

One out 10 
doctors available
at RHC in Buner

WSSC 
conducts

cleanliness
campaign

F.P. Report

KOHAT: Following direc-
tives of Deputy
Commissioner Kohat Dr.
Azmatullah Wazir, social
mobilizers of Water and
Sanitation Services
(WSSC) Kohat conducted a
campaign to aware people
about cleanliness.

The team of social mobi-
lizers visited various areas
of the city and met with
people to aware them about
benefits of cleanliness. The
urged shopkeepers to help
district administration in its
efforts to maintain cleanli-
ness during Eid and dispose
of animal waste and offal
on designated points for
collection. They also dis-
tributed awareness creating
material and pamphlets
among the public.

Career
Counseling

Seminar held
F.P. Report

UPPER DIR: Career
Counseling Youth Seminar
was held under the aegis of
District Youth Office Dir
Upper and District
Administration Dir Upper
on Friday.

The Seminar was based
on Career Counseling
including provide a guide-
line for youth wanted to go
for PMS, CSS, and other
competitive exam held at
Govt Degree College Dir
Upper wherein Deputy
Commissioner Dir Upper
Gohar Zaman Wazir in his
address appreciated the
organizing committee for
conducting Career
Counseling Youth Seminar.
He said youth are the future
builders of the nation and
equipping them for the
future.

He also enlightened the
students with his views,
shared his career journey
and experiences. He gave a
comprehensive and
detailed lecture about
Career counseling. Former
DSO and Coordinator
Malak Saad Shaheed
Memorial Sport Trust
Mukhtiar Hussain, also
shared their views with stu-
dents. District Youth
Officer Jehan Zeb Pasha,
Principal Govt Degree
College Dir Upper Rasheed
Ahmad, College
Administration and stu-
dents thanked the District
Youth Office for this com-
mendable event. Deputy
Commissioner Dir Upper
Gohar Zaman also praised
the District Youth Officer
for successful conduct of
different activities by
involving the youth and
expressed the hope that
such a program would also
be organized in future.

Mayor opens
flyover for

traffic
F.P. Report

MARDAN: Due to the
efforts of City Mayor
Mardan Himayat Ullah
Mayar, Charssada Chowk
flyover was opened for
traffic, which was closed
for several weeks due to an
alleged dispute over funds
between two government
departments.

Due to the closure of this
flyover, the traffic passing
through Mardan Bypass
was severely affected and
traffic jams became com-
mon in Charsada Chowk. 

QUETTA: BNP leader Haji Fujan along with Coordinator to Balochistan Chief Minister Noor Khan
Tareen addressing a press conference.
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BAMAKO (Reuters):
The departure of a United
Nations peacekeeping mis-
sion from Mali will strike a
"fatal blow" to a peace
accord and threaten stability
across the region, a coalition
of armed groups in the north
of the country has warned.

Mali's junta asked the
peacekeeping force, known
as MINUSMA, to leave
"without delay", a demand
that followed years of fray-
ing relations between the
UN and Bamako's military
leadership. "The departure
of MINUSMA without a
credible alternative would
constitute a threat to securi-

ty in Mali and the whole
region," the coalition, called
the Permanent Strategic
Framework for Peace,
Security and Development
(CSP-PSD), said in a state-
ment.
A spokesman for the junta
did not respond to a request
for comment. It is not clear
if or when MINUSMA will
leave. The force has been in
the West African country
since 2013 after a Tuareg-
led separatist insurgency
was hijacked by Islamist
groups that have gone on to
kill thousands of people and
control large parts of the
north and centre. MINUS-

MA has struggled to contain
the Islamist violence, but it
has played a role in placat-
ing the separatists, who halt-
ed their offensive in 2015
with the Algiers Accord.

Still, the signatories have
been at odds with the junta
that consolidated power in
two coups in 2020 and
2021. In December, CSP-
PSD pulled out of talks, say-
ing it would only come back
to the table in a neutral
country under international
mediation. MINUSMA's
mandate runs out on June 30
and it was in talks to extend
it before Mali's announce-
ment.

‘UN peacekeeping
departure will kill deal’

DUBAI (AP): The president
of the United Arab Emirates
met with Iran's visiting for-
eign minister in the latest
sign of improving relations
between Arab Gulf coun-
tries and the Islamic
Republic.

The UAE, Saudi Arabia
and other Gulf countries
have long harbored suspi-
cions about Iran because of
its nuclear program and sup-
port for militant groups
across the region, and have
cultivated close defense ties
with the US But in recent
months they have charted a
more independent path,
reaching out to US adver-
saries as Washington
increasingly focuses on
Russia and China. Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan and Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian “discussed

the importance of building
on positive developments to
benefit the people of the
region and enhance regional
stability and prosperity,” the
UAE's state-run WAM news
agency reported.

Iranian state TV said the
two met for 90 minutes and
discussed further coopera-
tion in different fields. It
said the Iranian foreign min-
ister invited Sheikh
Mohammed to visit Iran and
that the UAE president
invited Iran's President
Ebrahim Raisi to visit the
Emirates. The meeting fol-
lows similar recent outreach
by Saudi Arabia, which
agreed to normalize rela-
tions with Iran for the first
time in seven years in a deal
brokered by China in
March. The two countries
have since reopened
embassies and held high-

level official visits.
The UAE, home to the

futuristic cities of Dubai and
Abu Dhabi, is a close US
military ally that hosts some
2,000 American troops at
the Al-Dhafra Air Base. US
forces based there and in
other Arab Gulf countries
have long been seen as a
deterrent to Iran. The UAE
was also the driving force
behind the so-called
Abraham Accords, in which
it and three other Arab coun-
tries forged ties with Israel.
Israel views Iran as its great-
est threat and hopes to fur-
ther isolate it by pursuing
closer ties with Arab states.
Israel and the US are keen to
reach a normalization agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia.
Saudi officials say any such
agreement would have to be
linked to resolving the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

UAE leader welcomes
Iranian foreign minister

TAIPEI (AP): A US Coast
Guard ship sailed through
the Taiwan Strait a day after
US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken completed
a trip to Beijing during
which he met with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping, in a
move that Chinese authori-
ties called “public hype.”

The US Coast Guard cut-
ter Stratton conducted a
“routine Taiwan Strait tran-
sit” on June 20 through
waters where “high-seas
freedoms of navigation and
overflight apply in accor-
dance with international
law,” the US Navy’s 7th
Fleet said in a statement.
“The ship transited through
a corridor in the Strait that is
beyond the territorial sea of
any coastal State,” it added.

China often maintains
that the strait, which sepa-
rates Taiwan and mainland
China, is part of its exclu-
sive economic zone, while
the US and its allies regu-
larly sail through and fly

over the passage to empha-
size their contention that
the waters are international.
“Stratton’s transit through
the Taiwan Strait demon-
strates the United States’
commitment to a free and
open Indo-Pacific. The
United States military flies,
sails and operates anywhere
international law allows,”
the Navy’s statement said.

Taiwan’s Ministry of
National Defense said the
ship sailed through the
strait from south to north
and that the military had
monitored the surrounding
waters and airspace and
concluded that the situation
was “normal.” China’s
coast guard described the
Stratton’s transit through
the Taiwan Strait as “public
hype” and said Chinese
coast guard ships tailed the
ship the entire way.

“The Chinese coast
guard will strengthen patrol
law enforcement in waters
under China’s jurisdiction,

and resolutely safeguard
national sovereignty, secu-
rity and maritime rights and
interests,” a Chinese coast
guard statement said. China
has stepped up its military
activities around Taiwan in
recent months amid deteri-
orating US-China ties, with
Taiwan reporting Chinese
military activities in the
strait almost daily.

China claims Taiwan as
its own territory to be
brought under its control by
force if necessary and regu-
larly sends ships and war-
planes into airspace and
waters near the island.
Earlier this month, the US
military released video of
what it called an “unsafe”
Chinese maneuver in the
Taiwan Strait, in which a
Chinese navy ship cut
sharply across the path of
an American destroyer con-
ducting a “freedom of navi-
gation” transit, forcing the
US vessel to slow to avoid
a collision.

US ship sailed through
Taiwan Strait

HANOI/SEOUL (Reuters):
South Korea and Vietnam
agreed to boost security
cooperation, citing North
Korea's nuclear threat, and
committed to increasing
bilateral trade and invest-
ment despite a slump this
year and Vietnam's planned
tax hikes on large firms. In
his first visit to Vietnam as
president, South Korean
leader Yoon Suk Yeol
acknowledged economic
woes but reiterated
Vietnam's key role for
Seoul's growth strategy.

He signed 17 agreements
with Vietnam's President Vo
Van Thuong on a number of
issues, from critical minerals
to Vietnamese workers in
Korea, and said Seoul would
step up cooperation with
Vietnam against North
Korea's nuclear threat.
Vietnam is one of few coun-
tries which can boast close
relations with Pyongyang.
Vietnam "is ready to partici-
pate in the process of denu-
clearisation of the Korean
peninsula", Thuong said in a
joint press conference.

The two nations also
agreed to boost defence
industry relations and securi-
ty cooperation in the South
China Sea. South Korea is
one of many countries dis-
cussing possible arms sales
to Vietnam as it seeks to

modernise its arsenal. Korea
and Vietnam over the last
few decades have developed
almost symbiotic industrial
ties, with South Korea being
the largest foreign investor in
Vietnam. Seoul also enjoys
the highest level of diplomat-
ic relations with Hanoi,
together with Russia, China
and India.

The leaders reiterated a
goal of boosting bilateral
trade, despite a slump so far
this year driven by lower
global demand for smart-
phones and other electronic
goods that Korean firms
assemble in Vietnam with
many components shipped
from Korea. "Although the
business environment is dif-
ficult in recent years, we
must find new opportunities
in Vietnam, which is the cen-
tre of global supply chain
reorganisation and an emerg-
ing consumer market," Yoon
said.

Bilateral trade has fallen
by a quarter in the first five
months of this year com-
pared to the same period in
2022, with a nearly 30%
drop in Vietnamese imports
of South Korean products.
This year Korean firms have
also invested in Vietnam
much less than competitors,
with China and Japan easily
outstripping Seoul,
Vietnam's government data

show. Falling orders for elec-
tronic goods have forced
South Korean firms to
reduce their Vietnam work-
force, multiple industry and
business sources say.

To tackle this negative
trend, Seoul agreed to finan-
cial support worth over $4
billion by 2030, almost
entirely in loans, to help
Vietnam on climate change,
education and health. Korean
firms also signed over 100
agreements with Vietnamese
counterparts during the state
visit on energy, aviation,
shipbuilding and research.
However, to complicate mat-
ters, Hanoi is set to introduce
from next year a new levy on
large corporations, including
big Korean multinationals,
as part of a global reform of
tax rules that could reduce
Vietnam's appeal as a manu-
facturing hub.

Samsung Electronics, the
biggest investor in the coun-
try, and LG Electronics are
among large firms negotiat-
ing possible compensations
to offset higher taxes.
"Companies are seeking to
reshore more and diversify
rather than go all-in for
Vietnam," said James Jung,
Seoul-based analyst at
Hyundai Motor Securities,
noting Vietnam's appeal has
fallen in recent months, also
because of the new levy.

South Korea, Vietnam to boost
work on North Korea nuclear threat

DAMASCUS (AFP):
United Nations aid transit-
ed from regime-controlled
northwest Syria to rebel-
held areas for the first time
since a devastating
February earthquake, an
AFP correspondent and a
humanitarian official said.

The correspondent saw
the 10-truck convoy reach
rebel-held Al-Nayrab in
Idlib province from the
direction of regime-held
Saraqib, headed for storage
facilities near the Turkish
border. The last such con-
voy was in January, accord-
ing to a humanitarian offi-
cial in Idlib who requested
anonymity as they were not
authorised to speak to the
media.

The trucks were covered
with banners bearing the
name and logo of the UN
World Food Programme,
the correspondent said. The
UN Office for the
Coordination of Human-
itarian Affairs (OCHA) said
on Twitter the "cross-line

convoy is underway, carry-
ing UN humanitarian sup-
plies" to northwest Syria. A
February 6 earthquake dev-
astated parts of Turkey and
Syria, including areas of
the war-torn country's Idlib
region that are controlled
by jihadist group Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).

Around three million of
people, most of whom have
been displaced by Syria's
war, live in HTS-controlled
parts of the Idlib region. On
February 10, President
Bashar al-Assad's regime
said it had approved the
delivery of humanitarian
aid directly from govern-
ment-held territory to rebel
areas, but HTS head Abu
Mohammed al-Jolani
refused assistance through
such a route. The UN large-
ly delivers relief to Syria's
northwest via neighbouring
Turkey through the Bab al-
Hawa crossing -- the only
way for aid to enter without
Damascus's involvement.

The number of UN-

approved crossings has
shrunk from four in 2014
after years of pressure from
regime allies China and
Russia at the UN Security
Council. The UN chief said
on February 13 that Assad
had agreed to open the Bab
al-Salama and Al-Rai
crossings from Turkey to
allow aid to enter rebel-
held areas for an initial
period of three months.
Syria in May extended
access for those two cross-
ings, which are operated by
Turkish-backed rebels, for
another three months,
OCHA said at the time.

Syria's war has killed
more than half a million
people and displaced mil-
lions since erupting in 2011
with a brutal crackdown on
anti-government protests.
Despite periodic exchanges
of deadly fire, including in
recent days, a ceasefire deal
brokered by Moscow and
Ankara has largely held in
the northwest since March
2020.

UN convoy crosses from
Syria regime areas to Idlib

HARARE (BBC): Zimbabwe heads
to the polls in August against a back-
drop of one of the world's highest
rates of inflation and accusations of
an intensifying crackdown on the
opposition. Long-time president
Robert Mugabe was deposed in 2017
but many say that little has changed.
In the run-up to the vote, questions
linger over how free and fair the bal-
lot will be in a country that is trying
to rehabilitate its image.

Zimbabweans will vote on 23
August to elect councillors, members
of parliament, and a president. If
there is no outright winner in the
presidential contest, a run-off will be
held six weeks later, on 2 October.
Zimbabwe's electoral commission
has approved 11 candidates. This is
sharply down on the 23 who contest-
ed the last election, in 2018, no doubt
because each candidate now has to
pay $20,000 (£16,000), up from
$1,000 (£800).

Mr Mnangagwa, 80, has led
Zimbabwe since the military forced
Robert Mugabe to resign in 2017, and
then won a disputed election a year
later. He was a long-time ally of
Mugabe before the pair fell out. Mr
Chamisa, 45, came second in 2018,
winning 44% of the vote. A 2020 court
ruling stripped him of the leadership
of the main opposition Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC) and he
subsequently lost access to party
assets and state funding.

He formed the CCC in 2022,
remains hugely popular in urban
areas and is the main face of the
opposition. Other contenders include
Saviour Kasukuwere - an exiled for-
mer Mugabe ally - and Douglas
Mwonzora, the MDC's new leader.
Zanu-PF has the advantage of incum-
bency, state power and access to state
resources. The party, which has been
in power since independence in 1980,

also retains strong support in rural
areas.

However with the economy in
such a mess, many people, especially
those in urban areas and the youth,
think it is time for a change. Rural
voters normally turn out in huge
numbers, unlike urban and youth vot-
ers, which could work against the
opposition. The government has also
refused to allow Zimbabweans living
abroad to vote - which could also
work against Mr Chamisa. Polling so
far has predicted different results, so
it is hard to use that as a guide as to
who may end up president.

Furthermore, human rights
activists say that in the past Zanu-PF
has used various tactics to stay in
power, including violence and intimi-
dation, state-media blackouts and
negative coverage of the opposition.
Zanu-PF has previously denied using
dirty tricks against its opponents. The
cost-of-living crisis continues to be at
the core of voters' concerns, with the
last three years having been some of
the worst in a decade. In the 12
months leading up to May this year,
prices rose by 86.5%, one of the high-
est annual inflation rates in the world.
Meanwhile, businesses are struggling
to cope with crippling power outages
and an unstable local currency, which
lost 86% of its value between January
and early June.

Allegations of corruption also
remain a source of frustration, with a
very low rate of prosecution. During
the Covid pandemic, equipment was
allegedly procured at inflated prices -
the health minister was fired but then
exonerated by the courts. For mem-
bers of parliament and council candi-
dates, the election is won on a first-
past-the-post basis - in other words
the person who has the most votes.

In the presidential race, however, a
candidate needs more than 50% of

the vote to be declared the winner,
otherwise there will be a run-off elec-
tion between the top two. By law the
presidential election results must be
announced within five days after vot-
ing ends. Civil society groups and the
opposition doubt that polls will be
free or fair. They cite what they say
has been a systemic crackdown on
government critics.

The arrests and convictions of
opposition figures and government
critics has intensified over the last two
years. The electoral reforms that the
opposition have demanded for years -
to level the playing field, provide
access to public media and remove
ex-military personnel from the elec-
toral body - have not happened. CCC
leader Mr Chamisa says more than 60
of the party's meetings were banned,
or disrupted by police during by-elec-
tions last year, prompting fears it will
happen again. As former Zimbabwean
politician Jonathan Moyo put it,
Zanu-PF will not "reform itself out of
power". This will be the second time
Mr Mnangagwa and Mr Chamisa face
each other.

Five years ago, the president won
in the first round with 50.8% of the
vote, but violence followed polling
day in which six people were killed
when security forces opened fire on
protesters. Observers generally com-
mended the freedom of movement
during the campaign period and rela-
tive peace on voting day, but the EU
for example noted major shortcom-
ings including state resources being
misused in favour of the incumbent.

The EU said the final results as
announced by the Electoral
Commission contained numerous
errors. Mr Chamisa's party failed in
its legal challenge to have the result
overturned after arguing that the pres-
idential and parliamentary vote tallies
were off by tens of thousands.

Zimbabwe elections 2023:
What you need to know

DUBAI (Reuters): Residents of the city
of Kadugli in southwest Sudan began
fleeing the city as tensions escalated
between the army and a powerful rebel
group, threatening to open another area of
conflict in the country's ongoing war, wit-
nesses said.

Mobilisation around Kadugli, capital
of South Kordofan state, and an escala-
tion of fighting in Darfur come after near-
ly 10 weeks of fighting focused in the
capital, Khartoum, between Sudan's army
and the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF). The United States and
Saudi Arabia adjourned talks they had
been facilitating in Jeddah, US Assistant
Secretary of State Molly Phee said at a
congressional hearing in Washington.

"The format is not succeeding in the
way that we want," she said, after a series
of violated ceasefire agreements. Since
mid-April the war has uprooted more than
2.5 million people from their homes and
threatened to destabilise neighbouring
countries suffering from a combination of
conflict, poverty and economic pressures.
In the fighting between the army and the
RSF, army air strikes hit areas of southern
Khartoum and Omdurman, and the RSF
responded with anti-aircraft weaponry,
residents said. The army accused the
SPLM-N rebel group led by Abdelaziz al-

Hilu, which controls parts of South
Kordofan state, of breaking a long-stand-
ing ceasefire agreement and attacking an
army unit in the city.

The army said it had fought back the
incursion but sustained losses. South
Kordofan has Sudan's main oil fields and
borders West Darfur State as well as
South Sudan. The SPLM-N, which has
strong ties to South Sudan, also attacked
the army in the South Kordofan city of al-
Dalanj, as did the RSF, residents said.

Residents of Kadugli said the army had
redeployed forces to protect its positions
in the city, while the SPLM-N was gather-
ing in areas on the outskirts. There were
electricity and communications outages as
well as dwindling food and medical sup-
plies, they said. The war has also brought
an eruption of violence in Darfur, with the
West Darfur city of El Geneina worst hit.
In Al Fashir, capital of North Darfur, the
army and the RSF clashed violently,
including around the main market, wit-
nesses said after having deployed across
the city, witnesses said. Nyala, capital of
South Darfur and one of Sudan's largest
cities, has also seen clashes between the
army and RSF in recent days, amid elec-
tricity and communications blackouts.
Both cities had been relatively calm after
locally negotiated truces.

South Kordofan
residents flee

— new front in Sudan war develops

Qaddafi’s 
son taken to

hospital
BEIRUT (AP): A son of
late Libyan leader
Moammar Qaddafi was
briefly taken to hospital
this week after his health
deteriorated nearly three
weeks into a hunger strike
to protest his detention
without trial in Beirut, a
person familiar with the
case said.

The health of Hannibal
Qaddafi, who has been
only drinking small
amounts of water, deterio-
rated the person said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because of the
sensitivity of the case.
Qaddafi, who started his
hunger strike on June 3,
was taken to Beirut’s
Hotel-Dieu de France hos-
pital after suffering a drop
in blood pressure and
inflammation in the spine.

Qaddafi was given
serum, antibiotics and food
supplements and after his
health stabilized he was
taken back to the jail where
he is held in Beirut, the per-
son said. A doctor checked
on Qaddafi in his cell and
he is in stable condition, the
person said. He had been
suffering back pain due to
being held in a small room
where he cannot move
freely or exercise. Hannibal
Qaddafi has been detained
in Lebanon since 2015 after
he was briefly kidnapped
from neighboring Syria,
where he had been living as
a political refugee.

He was abducted by
Lebanese militants
demanding information on
the whereabouts of promi-
nent Lebanese Shiite cleric
Moussa al-Sadr, who went
missing in Libya 45 years
ago. Lebanese police later
announced it had collected
Hannibal from the north-
eastern city of Baalbek
where he was being held.
He has been detained in a
Beirut jail without trial
since then. The disappear-
ance of al-Sadr in 1978 has
been a long-standing sore
point in Lebanon. The cler-
ic’s family believes he may
still be alive in a Libyan
prison, though most
Lebanese presume al-Sadr
is dead. He would be 94
years old.

Al-Sadr was the founder
of the Amal group, Arabic
for “hope,” and an acronym
for the militia’s Arabic
name, the Lebanese
Resistance Brigades. The
group later fought in
Lebanon’s 1975-90 civil
war. Lebanon’s powerful
Parliament Speaker Nabih
Berri heads the group.
Most of al-Sadr’s followers
are convinced that
Moammar Qaddafi ordered
al-Sadr killed in a dispute
over Libyan payments to
Lebanese militias. Libya
has maintained that the
cleric and his two traveling
companions left Tripoli in
1978 on a flight to Rome
and suggested he was a vic-
tim of a power struggle
among Shiites. Qaddafi
was killed by opposition
fighters in 2011, ending his
four-decade rule of the
north African country.
Hannibal Qaddafi was born
two years before al-Sadr
disappeared. 

Houthi rebels
and S Arabia

exchange bodies
SANAA (AP): Yemen’s
warring sides have
exchanged 64 bodies of
their fallen, local media and
tribal leaders said. The han-
dover between the coun-
try’s Houthi rebels and
Saudi Arabia marked the
latest in reconciliation
efforts amid Yemen's years-
long conflict.

The rare exchange took
place near the Saudi border
town of Nahran, according
to the Houthi-run al-
Masirah TV and three tribal
leaders. All three tribesmen
spoke on condition of
anonymity fearing reprisals.
The TV reported that
remans of 58 rebels were
handed over by Riyadh,
while the Iran-backed
Shiite rebels handed over
the bodies of six Saudi sol-
diers. There was no imme-
diate comment from the
kingdom on the exchange.

The handover marked
the third exchange of bod-
ies between the Houthis and
Saudi Arabia since the war
began, al-Masirah TV said.
The two sides have also
exchanged prisoners in
organized swaps brokered
by the United Nations.
Yemen's civil war erupted
in 2014 when the Houthis
swept down from their
northern stronghold and
removed the internationally
recognized government
from the capital of Sanaa,
forcing it first to the south,
then into exhile in Saudi
Arabia.

Somalia faces
a ‘dire hunger

emergency’
UNITED NATIONS (AP):
Somalia’s “dire hunger emer-
gency” is spiraling upward
with one-third of the popula-
tion expected to face crisis or
worse levels of food needs,
but the UN has been forced
to drastically cut food assis-
tance because of a lack of
funding, the head of the
World Food Program said.

Cindy McCain told the
UN Security Council the lat-
est food security data show
that over 6.6 million Somalis
desperately need assistance
including 40,000 “fighting
for survival in famine-like
conditions.” But she said
WFP was forced to cut
monthly food assistance,
which had reached a record
4.7 million people in
December, to just 3 million
people at the end of April –
“and without an immediate
cash injection, we’ll have to
cut our distribution lists again
in July to just 1.8 million per
month.”

McCain, who visited
Somalia last month, said she
saw “how conflict and cli-
mate change are conspiring
to destroy the lives and liveli-
hoods of millions of
Somalis.” She said the coun-
try’s longest drought on
record, which killed millions
of livestock and decimated
crops, recently gave way to
disastrous flash floods in the
south. Urging donors to be as
generous as they were and
hauling Somalia “back from
the abyss of famine in 2022,”
McCain warned that the sur-
vival of millions of Somalis
is at stake.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres visited
Somalia in April “to ring the
alarm” and appealed for
“massive international sup-
port” for Somalia. But the
results of a high-level
donors’ conference for three
Horn of Africa countries –
Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya
– on May 24 were very dis-
appointing. It raised less than
$1 billion of the more than $5
billion organizers were hop-
ing for to help over 30 mil-
lion people. Only in the past
few years has Somalia begun
to find its footing after three
decades of chaos from war-
lords to the al-Qaida-linked
al-Shabab extremist group
and the emergence of Islamic
State-linked extremist gro-
ups. Last May, Hassan Shei-
kh Mohamud, who served as
Somalia’s president between
2012 and 2017, was returned
to the top office by legislators
after a protracted contest.

Somalia has faced numer-
ous attacks from al-Shabab
and recently the government
embarked on what has been
described as the most signifi-
cant offensive against the
extremist group in more than
a decade. Catriona Laing, the
new UN special representa-
tive for Somalia, told the
council that the govern-
ment’s operations have
degraded al-Shabab militari-
ly and dislodged its fighters
from a number of areas
which is “a notable achieve-
ment."
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Human rights
concerns and
US-India ties
I

NDIAN Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, and
US President, Joe Biden addressed a joint press
conference in the White House during the

recent visit of the Indian Prime Minister to the
United States. Both leaders faced thorny questions
from the media regarding their so-called tall
claims on human and minority rights, and democ-
racy vis-a-vis ground realities in both nations.
President Joe Biden was asked that many of his
Democratic colleagues believe that he has over-
looked the way religious minorities are being treat-
ed in India under Prime Minister Modi.  Reporters
asked Prime Minister Modi that India claims to be
the largest democracy but reports about the mis-
treatment of religious minorities, especially
Muslims are reported in the media regularly.
Interestingly, both leaders tactfully dodged the
questions and moved to other topics. President
Biden claimed that democracy was in the DNA of
both India and America. While,  Modi blatantly
replied that his government does not believe in dif-
ferentiating its citizens based on color, creed, or
religious beliefs which is an open lie and deceit. 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently paid
a three-day state visit to the United States at the invi-
tation of President Biden. Modi's Washington trip
owes great importance to India as well as the United
States amid worsening geostrategic conditions in the
Indo-Pacific Seas and deteriorated ties with Beijing.
Washington sees India as a critical regional partner
and strategic swing state in the new global order amid
ongoing global competition with Russia and China.
Biden administration aimed at strengthening its
defense partnership, trade, and economic collabora-
tion with New Delhi to counterweight China. 

Once denied an American visa and having been
banned from entering the United States for severe vio-
lations of human rights and an alleged role in the
Gujrat riots of 2002, Narendra Modi is now the most
frequent visitor of the United States and receives great
honor in Washington that is only reserved for close
US ally that includes but limited to red carpet recep-
tion, address to a joint session of the US Congress,
lavish state dinner, and joint press stakeout with the
President of the United States. Interestingly, President
Biden, the so-called preacher of human rights and
democracy has seemingly turned a blind eye toward
New Delhi's ever-increasing human rights abuses in
its country just for the sake of strengthening defense
and economic ties with Modi's India. This was not the
first time that the American government shed off its
commitments and promises regarding global human
rights standards and stated policies on civil liberties in
respect of the worst human rights record and deterio-
rating religious freedoms in India. According to
reports,  US Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) had comprehensively reported on
massive human rights abuses and crimes against
minorities in India that had increased many folds
under the Modi-led BJP Hindutva regime over the
past years. The USCIRF had been recommending the
State Department for the past many years to designate
India as a Country for Particlary Concern (CPC)
because of its poor record of religious freedoms and
reduced space for minorities and low-caste Hindus in
certain parts of India. However, the US government
looks at India as strong trade and economic partner
and does not want to undermine the US interest in
Bharat. 

So-called secular India has now turned into a
Hindu-majority state due to the ultra-nationalist poli-
cies and religion-based politics of the BJP regime that
deliberately incite hate and spread Islamophobia to
grasp power and increase its public rating among the
Hindu nationalists. The recurrent incidents of hate
speech, racism, and Islamophobia have become cus-
tomary, whereas profanation of poise personality, des-
ecration of the Holy Quran and Islamic verses, along
with physical attacks on Muslim men, women, and
Mosques are common in today's India. The RSS
gangs had squeezed space for Muslims, Christians,
and other minorities in the so-called biggest democra-
cy in the world. Presently,  India is occupying  Jammu
and Kashmir by force in violation of multiple UN
Security Council resolutions,  while religious minori-
ties and local ethnic groups are pursuing political and
armed movements in Punjab, Manipur, Nagaland,
Assaam, and other states to get freedom from Indian
Occupation.  As for the United States,  hate crimes,
racism, and white supremism are on the rise,  while
recurrent incidents of terrorism and shooting had
caused serious concerns and insecurity in immigrants
and people of color,  however, the US government,
schools, and media are currently not ready to admit
this rising peril in their society. 

Realistically, the US-India partnership is a marriage
of convenience for both nations.  As their interests
coincide this relationship will grow,  otherwise, their
divorce would be a matter of days and weeks.
Currently,  both leaders admitted the presence of
democracy in their DNA but could not judge betrayal,
selfishness, and hegemonism in their plasma.
Interestingly,  thousands of Indian Muslims,
Kashmiris,  Sikhs, and other ethnic and religious
minorities gathered on Lafayette Square outside the
White House to protest the policies of the Modi gov-
ernment against minorities, the illegal occupation of
Jammu and Kashmir, and the ongoing human rights
abuses across India.  Biden displayed impotence and
weakness, abandoned his legacy, and even did not
whisper a single word in support of millions of
Muslims,  Christians,  Sikhs, and Dillats who face
high-handedness and prosecution at the hands of
Hindu fanatics,  RSS gangs, and BJP leaders in Modi's
India.  Although Biden missed the opportunity and
Modis eluded justice/ accountability at that moment,
they would surely feel guilt throughout their life.

R
ISHI Sunak sits in
the office of prime
minister as if

placed there on second-
ment from some other
Conservative party - one
that hasn't been in power
for 13 years. If there is
credit for trying to fix
things that are broken
about Britain, he will
claim it, but accountabili-
ty for the breakage is not
his concern.

He chose not to express
a view on Monday when
MPs endorsed the report
that censured Boris
Johnson for lying wilfully
and repeatedly to parlia-
ment. Sunak said he
respected the committee
that investigated his prede-
cessor but, speaking as
head of the government,
preferred not to meddle in
matters for the legislature.
That excuse doesn't even
work as a constitutional fig
leaf. The prime minister is
also an MP and a citizen.
He is allowed an opinion on
whether politicians should
tell the truth.

As leader of his party,
mindful of public opinion,
he might also have wanted
to signal that Johnson's
duplicities deserve formal
rebuke. Even if the ethical
imperative passed him by,
he could have spied an
electoral advantage in sid-
ing with the people who felt
the personal sacrifices they
made for Covid lockdowns
were derided when the man
who wrote the rules also
flouted them. The real rea-
son for Sunak's abstention
was hope of an end to hos-
tile manoeuvres from
Johnson and his allies. To
choose appeasement of
implacable foes over align-
ment with millions of vot-
ers is gutlessness without
guile; the stupidest kind of
cowardice.

As a rule, if a prime min-
ister's first pledge in office
is to govern with "integrity,
professionalism and
accountability", and he is
later asked if that commit-
ment still stands, the
answer should sound some-
thing like yes. Sunak's
promise of probity on the
threshold of No 10 always
had a whiff of John Major's
"back to basics" campaign
about it - a piety so vague
and vast as to be meaning-
less, except as a device for
organising every subse-
quent scandal and mishap
into a pattern of systemic
hypocrisy. Every prime
minister wants to signal a
fresh start, and for Sunak
there was the added

urgency of burying Liz
Truss's short, calamitous
reign. That was more than a
party-political mission.
Truss's adventures in budg-
et policy cost Britain its
credibility with financial
markets. The country faced
relegation from the tier of
developed democracies that
reliably manage their debts.

Conservative MPs des-
perately needed a replace-
ment prime minister with a

reputation for economic
sobriety. Sunak, the chan-
cellor who navigated the
pandemic to general
acclaim and then watched
from the backbenches as
the economy went into a
tailspin, was the obvious
candidate. The contrast
with Truss gave Sunak a
more potent aura of renew-
al than he deserved. The
expedient of short-term sta-
bilisation after a financial
emergency laundered mem-
ories of the new prime min-
ister's loyal service to
Johnson, whose disgrace
receded momentarily from
view behind the spectacular
implosion of his successor.
But Truss's premiership is
better understood as an
extension of the "Boris"
franchise. She beat Sunak
as a continuity candidate.
Or rather Sunak lost
because Tory grassroots
members despised him as
Johnson's assassin. What
followed was like a disas-
trous spin-off show devoted
to a minor character in a
longer-running series. It
was the familiar script of
Johnsonian bluster but in
the mouths of a weaker cast
performing to an audience
of unamused bond traders.

Kwasi Kwarteng's

"mini-budget" of
September 2022 was reck-
less because it offered lav-
ish tax cuts with no projec-
tion of compensating rev-
enues beyond faith in the
lucrative proceeds of
growth to be conjured by
the animal spirits of
unleashed enterprise. But
that alone might not have
caused a financial derail-
ment, had Truss and
Kwarteng not also made a

great show of contempt for
what they saw as economic
"orthodoxy". In her leader-
ship bid, Truss had casually
queried the Bank of
England's independence in
ways that alarmed the City.
On arrival in Downing
Street, she sacked Tom
Scholar, the respected per-
manent secretary at the
Treasury. 

The Office for Budget
Responsibility was blocked
from vetting Kwarteng's
numbers. When markets
flinched from his unfunded
tax cuts, he went on televi-
sion and promised "more to
come". Flinch turned to
flight, and the whole budg-
et had to be scrapped.
Britain is still paying the
price. The current cost of
living crisis has causes that
predate Kwarteng soiling
the national balance sheet,
but the immediate cost to
the exchequer was some-
where in the order of
£30bn. Interest rates would
be rising anyway to contain
inflation, but Trussonomics
gave mortgage holders an
early punch in the guts.

Shredding trust among
international lenders also
limited future fiscal band-
width. Having blown the
right to mark their own eco-

nomic homework, the
Tories locked Britain on to
a path of performative
budget discipline that
amounts to punitive auster-
ity. Sunak is silent about
both the economic pain that
people are suffering and the
reason. That might indicate
deficient empathy, but it is
mostly a function of his
unwillingness to examine
the causes of any problem
that Britain faces when
there is no way to tell the
story without taking a por-
tion of blame. It is the rea-
son why he cannot call
Johnson a liar or say, as
some Tory MPs managed to
do in the Commons on
Monday, that deliberate
lying from the dispatch box
is an act of sabotage against
democracy. He cannot
articulate a simple constitu-
tional principle - that a
prime minister who is
found to have broken the
rules must be punished
because the alternative is a
system where executive
power comes with an
exemption from accounta-
bility.

Johnson entered
Downing Street with that
spirit of contempt for any-
thing that might restrain a
leader's impulse, then
passed it on to Truss. It is
their combined legacy that
Sunak will not repudiate,
even as he presents himself
as a different kind of leader
from a different
Conservative party. There
is a way to rationalise the
decision not to provoke
Johnson with an explicit
endorsement of the privi-
leges committee's verdict.
Although the former prime
minister enjoys less support
among Tory MPs than he
might like, his base is noisy
and effective at command-
ing media attention. Their
silence buys Downing
Street time to talk about
other things. 

But a truce can only be
temporary. The vendetta is
personal. And even if
Johnson's star wanes he
represents a wider Tory ten-
dency that needs Sunak's
project to fail; that cares
only about another
Conservative party waiting
to emerge on the other side
of election defeat. That
party will have to decide if
it thinks integrity, profes-
sionalism and accountabili-
ty matter in politics. It isn't
a hard question. But it will
hound the Tories into oppo-
sition because Sunak is too
weak to answer it in gov-
ernment.

The Guardian

Sunak had a chance to rise
above Johnson’s toxic legacy

Rafael Behr

M
Y country
Kazakhstan has
always been a

bridge between the East
and the West, lying along
the old silk road. Today,
not only is it bridging the
divide between the East
and the West, but also
between the Global North
and the Global South. It
is in this context that on
June 8 Kazakhstan's
President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev will open
the Astana International
Forum, a global event
aimed at renewing the
culture of multilateral-
ism. It is part of our
multi-vector foreign poli-
cy which seeks to engage
countries in the north,
south, east and west.

The forum will bring
people together from
across the world and give
participants an opportunity
to address global chal-
lenges and chart a new way

forward. We are honoured
that one of our guests will
be the Emir of Qatar,
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani, who will lead a
delegation to the forum
representing his country.
Occasions such as the
Astana International
Forum present us with an
opportunity to consider
how to overcome key glob-
al challenges currently fac-
ing humanity, which broad-
ly speaking, fall into three
interlinked categories -
economy, climate change
and international relations.

First, the weak econom-
ic growth, high inflation,
soaring energy prices, and
critical supply chain issues
which emerged following
the COVID-19 pandemic
and world conflicts contin-
ue to cast a shadow over
the global economic out-
look. In January, the IMF
reported that the global
economy is poised to slow

down even further in the
coming months, with
growth only expected to
rebound next year. Hope on
this front, however, can be
seen in emerging markets,
where higher than average
growth rates - about 4 per-
cent - are projected com-
pared with advanced
economies, which will
expand by only 1.2 percent.
This highlights the impor-
tance of emerging markets
to investors at this time.

As minister of trade and
integration, I have seen
firsthand the benefits of
foreign direct investment
after the country's inde-
pendence in 1991, espe-
cially in Kazakhstan's ener-
gy and mining sectors.
These investments have
contributed significantly to
the development of cities
and regions and have acti-
vated local economies.

Going forward, the manu-
facturing industry, the agri-
cultural sector, and the
heavy industry are at the
top of our priority list for
investment. Second, a
growing concern for
emerging and advanced
economies alike is the cli-
mate emergency which is
manifesting itself in
increasingly more intense
droughts, wildfires and
floods. This has led to
growing food and water
security concerns in the
Global South, where coun-
tries have to allocate larger
proportions of their gross
domestic product (GDP) to
protect their populations
and essential infrastructure.

The climate emergency
is exacerbating the North-
South divide and existing
inequalities. That is why
many countries in the
Global South are calling on

development banks and
global financial institutions
to unlock more funds to
help ease and accelerate the
transition to renewable
energy. 

There is growing dis-
unity on this subject at a
time when the world needs
to take a united stand to
tackle this global chal-
lenge. Overcoming dis-
agreement necessitates
developing partnerships
and cooperation. And this
brings me to the third chal-
lenge: recognising the
need for open, frank and
productive global dia-
logue. Today, globalisa-
tion continues to bind us
closer together and deepen
our interdependence. And
there is no way to tackle
new economic hurdles, the
climate emergency, shift-
ing geopolitical priorities
or mass demographic
changes without coopera-
tion and keeping channels

of communication open.
President Tokayev has

often stated that there is no
viable alternative to global-
isation, interdependence,
and the international order
based on the UN Charter. It
is imperative for us to
strengthen global coopera-
tion, not reject it.
Diplomacy and dialogue
are the solution, and global
gatherings which bring
partners together - old and
new - are the means to
facilitate this. 

We hope that the Astana
International Forum will
become a key venue where
multilateralism is resur-
rected and where we are
able to agree on solutions
for global problems. As
hosts, we hope to see col-
lective responsibility reaf-
firmed and collaboration
and cooperation strength-
en so we can all move
towards a brighter future
together.

Kazakhstan is a bridge between 
the North, South, East and West

Serik Zhumangarin

L
AST week, UN
H i g h
Commissioner for

Refugees Filippo Grandi
visited Egypt to speak
with the country's lead-
ers and refugees fleeing
Sudan. As the fighting in
Sudan continues,
refugees are pouring
across the country's bor-
ders, seeking refuge in
neighboring states.
However, many of those
states already host other
refugees and struggle to
cope with their own polit-
ical and economic crises.

Since the current con-
flict broke out in
Khartoum on April 15,
quickly spreading to other
parts of Sudan, nearly 1.4
million people have been
displaced, the UN reported
on May 28. Most of those
are displaced within the
country. However, nearly
380,000 people have fled
across Sudan's borders
since April 15, according
to a UN statement from
June 2. Egypt has received
the most refugees, at least
170,000. Last week, the
UN said that more than
100,000 people have fled
Sudan into Chad. On May
28, the UN reported that
South Sudan had received
about 71,000 refugees, the
Central African Republic
about 9,700 and Ethiopia
about 5,000; however,
those numbers have likely
increased in the last week.

These numbers only
represent refugees fleeing
Sudan since the current
conflict began in April.
Most of the host countries
already have pre-existing
communities of Sudanese
refugees from previous
conflicts. Furthermore,
Sudan itself is host to
refugees from countries
such as Ethiopia, Eritrea,
South Sudan and the
Central African Republic.
Some of those fleeing
Sudan now were refugees
in Sudan from other con-
flicts; for example, some
of those crossing the bor-
der into South Sudan had
previously fled the South
Sudanese civil war and
sought refuge in Sudan.

The refugees' experi-
ences vary depending on
which country they go to,
where and how they lived
in Sudan and when they
fled. For example, fleeing
a city such as Khartoum
and traveling to the border
with Egypt requires signif-
icant funds. In many cases,
the poorest Sudanese lack
the resources to flee the
country. However, some
other people are able to
flee on foot, such as those
in Darfur who live near the
border with Chad. Most of
the refugees - even those
who had resources to get to
the border - often arrive
with little or nothing.
Media reports, for exam-
ple, have noted that some
of those fleeing to Egypt
have resources but are
unable to access funds in
bank accounts or assets left
in Sudan.

Most of the refugees
face dire circumstances.
Some lost loved ones in
the recent conflict or suf-
fered abuse and terror.
They often reach the bor-
der exhausted, hungry,
dehydrated and trauma-
tized. So far, most neigh-
boring countries are allow-
ing many refugees to
cross. However, not all are
able to cross the border;
for example, many fami-
lies were separated when
Egypt allowed women and
children to cross but
demanded visas for boys
and men aged 16 to 49. At

the border, some refugees
faced long bureaucratic
delays and occasionally
abuse, but there also are
reports of great generosity
from the citizens of host
countries and from
Sudanese residing in those
countries who stepped up
to help.

The refugees face
immediate housing prob-
lems. Many camps lack
sufficient water and food.
With the rainy season
arriving soon, UN officials
and aid workers are work-
ing to improve shelter. In
some places, refugees
remain close to the border,
raising concerns that they
are not yet safe and need to
be moved further away.

The challenges of pro-
viding for hundreds of
thousands of new refugees
in various countries - with
more likely on the way -
come on top of pre-exist-
ing problems. Five of
Sudan's neighboring coun-
tries have experienced
conflict in recent years and
are still struggling with the
aftermath and continuing
instability. More than 2.3
million South Sudanese
are refugees in other coun-
tries, including Sudan; it is
the largest refugee crisis in
Africa. Ethiopia already
hosts 924,000 refugees and
asylum-seekers; the coun-
try also has 3.5 million
internally displaced people
and has generated its own
refugee populations,
including some in Sudan.
Chad was hosting more
than 580,000 refugees
from Sudan and other
neighboring countries
before the latest influx.
More than one-third of the
Central African Republic's
population is displaced,
leaving the country ill-
equipped to host those
fleeing Sudan. Chad and
the Central African
Republic are two of the
world's poorest countries.
Egypt perhaps is the best
placed neighbor to absorb
Sudanese refugees, but it
already hosted more than
291,000 refugees before
April and is struggling to
manage its own economic
crisis.

The latest Sudanese
refugee crisis highlights
the problem of durable
conflicts, chronic instabili-
ty and ongoing refugee
cycles. While the UN,
other aid groups and sever-
al donor nations are trying
to help, donor fatigue is
likely to be more intense
when future refugee flows
seem inevitable in the
same region. In the Sahel,
instability can easily
spread to other fragile
countries. Furthermore,
even if a political solution
ends a particular conflict,
displaced people face an
uphill battle to recovery;
those challenges increase
for people who are dis-
placed repeatedly. Without
basic resources and stabili-
ty, moving beyond sur-
vival to development can
be nearly impossible.
Sudan and the broader
Sahel region desperately
need peace. As long as
conflict persists, economic
opportunities will be elu-
sive and many refugees
will be unable to regain
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .
Humanitarian assistance is
desperately needed to meet
the basic needs of these
vulnerable populations in
the short term, and the
international community
must help. In the long
term, without peace, the
world should expect more
refugee flows between
these fragile states.

Sudanese refugee
crisis adds to

challenges
Kerry Boyd Anderson

The current cost of living crisis has
causes that predate Kwarteng soiling
the national balance sheet, but the
immediate cost to the exchequer was
somewhere in the order of £30bn.
Interest rates would be rising anyway
to contain inflation, but Trussonomics
gave mortgage holders an early punch
in the guts. Shredding trust among
international lenders also limited
future fiscal bandwidth. Having blown
the right to mark their own economic
homework, the Tories locked Britain
on to a path of performative budget
discipline that amounts to punitive
austerity.



T
HE 10th year of President
Xi Jinping's proposal for
the Belt and Road

Initiative is also a time to reflect
on what the European Union has
done to support or complement
the initiative, or to promote a
complementary or alternative
infrastructure development plan.
While a number of European
countries, especially in Central
and Eastern Europe, have signed
bilateral Belt and Road memo-
randums with China, the EU has
by and large shown reluctance or
a lack of ambition to come up
with a comparable proposal.

Why? Not only would it be in
the EU's best interest to help devel-
op Africa, Eastern Europe and the
Middle East, but the Belt and Road
approach would also help solve
some of the domestic problems of
Europe's most developed coun-
tries. For even the West, once the
model of modernity, has now
squandered many of its leading
advantages and is increasingly suf-
fering from crumbling and outdat-
ed infrastructure, prolonged reces-
sions and a decline in average liv-
ing standards. EU's response mix-
ture of hesitance, convergence

The EU's response to the Belt
and Road Initiative has been
unusually hesitant. It took the EU
several years after the launch of the
initiative in 2013 to announce its
own "Connecting Europe and Asia
- Building Blocks for an EU
Strategy", and issued "Action
Plan" of extremely modest scope in
2018. The EU Chamber of
Commerce in China published a
survey on European Involvement
in China's Belt and Road Initiative
in 2020, which quite bluntly states:
"The EU needs to present a credi-
ble alternative by putting meat on
the bones on its EU-Asia
Connectivity Plan. Little progress
has been made since the plan was
announced in September 2018."
Comparing the two initiatives, the
same report revealed that they are
worlds apart: "Although the EU
Connectivity approach emphasizes
openness, transparency, sustain-
ability and high standards, it pales
in comparison to the BRI as it cur-
rently remains all but unknown,
underdeveloped and reactive, and
is slow and arduous in project exe-
cution. For all its shortcomings, the
BRI is fully developed and proac-
tively seeks out partners and proj-
ects, delivers results quickly, and is
on the lips of leaders across the
globe."

Recall that in May 2017, when
29 heads of state and top officials
from more than 130 countries and
70 international organizations
gathered in Beijing for the historic
first Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation, many
leaders from European countries
such as Italy, Greece, Spain,
Poland, Serbia, Switzerland and
Hungary were also represented. It
was a moment of convergence.
However, the EU member states
were prohibited by the EU leader-
ship from signing the final joint
communique. And in 2018, 27 of
the 28 EU ambassadors to China
issued a statement rejecting the
Belt and Road Initiative because
they felt they were being treated
unequally. Some countries came
under enormous pressure. When
Italy, not only a founding member
of the EU but also a core G7 mem-
ber state, signed the Belt and Road
Initiative memorandum to express

its willingness to cooperate in the
joint development of Italian ports
and other infrastructure facilities,
the government was quickly
accused of selling out to China,
and China was denounced for pur-
suing only its own interests. In
March 2021, during a seminar on
the Belt and Road Initiative, the
German Ministry of Economics
reviewed the EU-Asia connectivity
plan and stated that only a "mere
exchange of experience" on infra-
structure projects had taken place
with China, which "so far has not
resulted in any joint ventures".

Even with Japan, with which the
only "connectivity partnership"
was established at the end of 2019,
no concrete projects were planned.
The EU and Japan were only nego-
tiating the compatibility of stan-
dards on transparency and sustain-
ability. Is this really all the EU
could offer? One of Germany's
leading business newspapers,
Handelsblatt, leaked information in
May 2021 that the German govern-
ment had become very concerned
about the EU's "lack of ambition"
in this regard, leaving the field
entirely to China for infrastructure
projects worldwide. An internal
government paper allegedly stated
that instead of pushing for a "visi-
ble and globally oriented EU con-
nectivity strategy", the project was
not getting off the ground due to
the "reluctance of the EU
Commission". The EU-Asia con-
nectivity strategy simply disap-
peared after that. Then came its
supposed successor, "Global
Gateway", presented by European
Commission President Ursula von

der Leyen on Dec 1, 2021.
According to the joint communica-
tion, the EU's commitment was to
be expanded and better communi-
cated, and the sum of �300 billion
($328.44 billion) to be allocated
between 2021 and 2027. While
some flagship projects were listed
in March this year, the Global
Gateway has already drawn criti-
cism from a whole network of pub-
lic interest groups from almost
every EU country.

The European Network on Debt
and Development has said in a
report that the Global Gateway ini-

tiative is based on the assumption
that it will mobilize or leverage
resources from private investors. In
addition, development funds are
being redirected to achieve com-
mercial competitiveness and
geopolitical objectives, which goes
against the principle of a publicly
funded good for poverty allevia-
tion. Global Gateway funding is
often tied to meeting the
International Monetary Fund's con-
ditions, such as lowering public
sector wages. The group calls for
the Global Gateway to be guided
by a clear development rationale,
meaningful contributions to pover-
ty reduction and the fight against
inequality. It says the Global
Gateway should serve as a vision
of people-centered development
and address human welfare by
investing in local infrastructure,
decent job creation and economic
growth, especially in light of the
high indebtedness of African coun-
tries. Werner Hoyer, president of
the EU's development bank, the
European Investment Bank, has

published an alerting statement on
the Global Gateway, saying the
countries of the Global South no
longer automatically follow
Europe's path. In order to secure
the open trade routes on which
European economies, especially
Germany, depend, Hoyer urged
that the approved Global Gateway
projects be implemented now to
advance urgently needed infra-
structure construction in Africa,
Asia and Latin America.

Ironically, the EIB chief admit-
ted that "our European standards",
especially supply chain laws, are
perceived as paternalistic in the
Global South and the term "regula-
tory imperialism" has become a
household word. Europe, he said,
which needs access to critical raw
materials, must not behave like for-
mer European colonial masters.
Building processing plants and
paying attention to local energy
needs could create more trust, he
concluded in his remarkable state-
ment. 'EU mindset' driving the
tragic dysfunction The reason why
the EU leadership has not been
able to come up with its own ver-
sion of the Belt and Road Initiative
has nothing to do with technicali-
ties, but reveals a deeper flaw.
Judging by some of the recent
statements by EU leaders such as
Josep Borrell, the EU's foreign pol-
icy chief, or von der Leyen, it is
what might be called the "EU
mindset", with its contradictions,
inconsistencies and frankly neo-
colonial attitude, that is driving
such tragic dysfunction.

Borrell's remarks at the
European Diplomatic Academy in
the fall of 2022 about Europe being
an "idyllic garden" and the rest of
the world mostly a "jungle", are far
from the only instance that has
caused much consternation. In a
recent article for Le Journal du
Dimanche on April 23, Borrell,
channelling his imperial global
ambitions, even called on
European navies to patrol the
Taiwan Strait "to show Europe's
commitment to freedom of naviga-
tion in this absolutely crucial area".
He declared that Taiwan is "clearly
part of our geostrategic perimeter
to guarantee peace". Many also lis-
tened with some puzzlement to von
der Leyen's speech on March 30,
five days before her visit to China
in which she questioned China on
many fronts. 

An EU leadership hell-bent on
lecturing China and other countries
on how to behave within a Western
"rule-based order" in an outdated
display of a Euro-centric, out-of-
touch superiority complex will, of
course, never come up with a grand
vision to complement and cooper-
ate with the China-proposed Belt
and Road Initiative. There is no
way around it: all European coun-
tries must be invited individually
to represent themselves as nations
at the upcoming Belt and Road
Forum for International
Cooperation.

And as many European govern-
ments as possible should sign new
or expand existing memorandums
and form a "European Belt and
Road mechanism" outside the non-
workable EU to communicate with
China on joint project implementa-
tion. Expecting the EU's construc-
tive cooperation and eventually the
birth of the EU's infrastructure
development initiative is a vain
daydream. 

The China Daily
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EU infrastructure
plan still a daydream

Stephan Ossenkopp

F
OR many Russians, their
country's war against
neighboring Ukraine is no

longer a distant conflict that has
no impact on their lives. Drones
loaded with explosives have
darkened the skies of not only
border regions, but Moscow, too,
while cross-border incursions by
armed groups are now a regular
occurrence in the Belgorod
region. All the while, Vladimir
Putin continues to pretend that
nothing major is happening. The
president intends to fight this
war to the bitter end, but in
order to avoid ever appearing to
have lost, he cannot clearly artic-
ulate its ultimate goals.

Amid this deafening silence,
anyone who recognizes the new
reality looks preferable. As the fig-
ures responsible for dealing with
the aftermath of attacks and for try-
ing to reassure the residents of their
regions, Russia's regional gover-
nors have found themselves in the
spotlight, and may well be able to
boost their popularity through
effective crisis management. 

The increased shelling of the
Belgorod region - the first Russian
region to find itself dragged into
Putin's war - and incursions by
armed groups are likely the great-
est test Governor Vyacheslav
Gladkov has faced in his career,
but they have also provided him
with plenty of opportunities to
excel. Parts of the region, including
the town of Shebekino with a pop-
ulation of 40,000, regularly come
under fire, and residents of at-risk
areas are being evacuated en masse
away from the front. Gladkov was
even publicly negotiating a prison-
er exchange at one point, though he
then quickly fell silent, likely upon
the Kremlin's orders. The governor
has also said openly that the region
has insufficient funds to restore
infrastructure after the shelling.
Back in the 1990s, it was not

unheard of for powerful governors
to talk publicly about budgetary
problems, but in Putin's Russia, it's
highly unusual. 

It might seem that the federal
leadership and Putin himself
should be taking control of the
tense situation in the region. But
for now, any federal intervention
has been limited to phone calls
between the president and local
authorities. Residents of the region
have gotten no reassurances from
Putin. Nor did the president have
any words of support for
Muscovites in the aftermath of the
Moscow drone attack last month.
Putin did eventually address the
incident, but most of his tirade was
devoted to the history of Ukraine
and Russia. Instead, the reassur-
ance came from Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin, who said mobile teams
of doctors were being set up in the
city, promised to provide all neces-
sary assistance, and tried to con-
vince people that the city authori-
ties would not abandon those
impacted by the attacks.

This is not the first time that the
central government has adopted
this hands-off approach. During
the pandemic, Putin also stepped
back from talking about problems
and trying to solve them, instead
transferring all powers - and
responsibility - to the governors.
The logic back then was obvious.
Russian officials were having to
make difficult choices between
unpopular lockdown measures and
additional deaths. Either option
was doomed to alienate at least part
of the public.

While the ratings of governors
dropped accordingly, Putin simply
stood on the sidelines. He only
began to talk about the pandemic
once clear response protocols and
vaccines had been developed. Then
Putin reported on successes that

had nothing to do with him, since
he had not been involved in the
decision-making process. The cur-
rent situation is potentially even
more dangerous than the pandem-
ic, and that is why Putin remains
silent. As soon as the original plan
- to take Kyiv in three days - failed,
the president distanced himself
from the military agenda.

Putin is neither willing nor able
to stop the war and admit his mis-
takes. At the same time, he knows
that attempting to put the country
on a full-scale military footing
would be extremely unpopular.
Putin clearly expects to achieve his
goal by attrition. In the meantime,
he prefers to keep well away from
issues that could jeopardize his rat-
ings. All of this will strengthen the
position of the governors and some
government officials, since the
more the war encroaches onto
Russia's home territory, the more
they will be needed. Opinion polls
confirm that Russian society's
desire for stability is as strong as
ever. According to research con-
ducted by the independent socio-
logical group Russian Field, in
presidential elections, Russians
would rather vote for an "effective
manager" than for a moralizer.

While Putin tells his people that
"everyone has to die, and it's better
to do so in war than from alco-
holism," and then descends into
another polemic about the history
of Ukraine, "Anglo-Saxons," and
anti-colonialism, the governors
simply say: "all necessary assis-
tance will be provided." It's not
hard to see which is the winning
rhetoric. For many years, the
Kremlin diminished the role of
governors, turning them into mere
executors of Putin's decisions, his
operational managers on the
ground. The war - and the presi-
dent's self-isolation from real prob-

lems - has changed everything. The
enforced publicity of regional lead-
ers may serve to restore their gen-
uine popularity and authority.
Governors are finally starting to
behave like real public politicians.

There is no clearer illustration of
this than the evolution of Gladkov.
From managing a broadly positive
agenda of promises of investment
and posting upbeat videos on his
Instagram page, he has now
switched to full military mode, vis-
iting bombed-out areas and talking
to those affected. And it's paying
off: his approval rating is close to
90%, an unprecedented figure
among Russian governors. Both
Gladkov and Sobyanin understand
that the average Russian does not
really differentiate between the
spheres of responsibility of gover-
nors versus the federal govern-
ment, and that in any case, they
will seek answers from whomever
is closer. The regional heads antic-
ipate grassroots demand and
respond to it. In other words, they
are doing what Putin stopped doing
long ago.

Having permitted themselves to
show initiative, these regional
politicians are still only working to
achieve specific tactical goals
rather than far-reaching plans.
Gladkov monitors his rating zeal-
ously, while Sobyanin is mindful
of September's mayoral elections.
But everything that is happening
shows that amid the state of semi-
paralysis within the power vertical,
those nearer to the bottom of it are
gaining unprecedented autonomy,
and that if needed, Russian offi-
cials are prepared to disregard the
seemingly unbreakable rules of
that vertical. In the event of the
system's destruction, these people
will not simply disappear. They
will integrate into the new order -
or even start to create new orders
themselves. 

The Moscow Times

Putin’s silence heralds the return of
Russia’s governors as a political force

Andrey Pertsev

B
RITISH populism
has ended not with a
bang but with a

shrug. Boris Johnson and
Nicola Sturgeon were two
wildly different populist
beasts - the former pos-
tured as a deconstructed
Churchillian figure, as
oddly and irresistibly
English as warm beer or
beans on toast. The latter
styled herself as a cross
between Robert the Bruce
and Margaret Thatcher, in
her august fight to roll back
the State of Westminster. In
the end, both these charis-
matic titans have had their
reputations torn apart.
Neither is likely to recover.

There have been whispers
that Boris Johnson might
stage a comeback, opting to
take Nadine Dorries' newly
vacated safe seat or forming a
new Right-wing party with
Nigel Farage. He has certain-
ly shown few qualms about
tearing strips out of Rishi
Sunak in the past 24 hours.
None the less, Johnson's
recent conduct, resigning his
seat amid a spat about peer-
ages and in anticipation of a
possible by-election in his
marginal Uxbridge seat con-
firms what we already knew:
he is fundamentally a court
politician who will always
duck fights in the trenches.
Even before, it was hard to
see him leading a backbench
war of attrition against
Sunak; harder still slogging it
out with a renegade start-up
party. Meanwhile, Nigel
Farage, still exhausted from
the referendum campaign,
seems reluctant to return to
politics unless it is alongside
big-name Tories.

If the Tory Brexiteer cause
has just officially lost its
secret weapon, then the SNP
also has lost its human face.
Sturgeon almost single-hand-
edly transformed the SNP
from an ossified legacy party
into a liberal populist
machine. Love her or loathe
her, she transformed Scottish
nationalism from a hoarse
bray for power into a breezy
pitch for freedom. In one
sense, the simultaneous
implosion of these two
proves that British populism
bucks the global trend. After
all, in America and Italy the
populist wagon rattles on. In
the Johnson/partygate case,
this is partly because British
people have very low toler-
ance for rule-breaking. It is
striking indeed that while
Boris's career lies in tatters

over lockdown parties,
Trump's popularity is unaf-
fected by his indictment for
squirrelling away secret doc-
uments. But it is ultimately
unsurprising, given the
uniquely "upstanding" nature
of British liberalism, bound
up in Enlightenment ideals of
politeness and rule of law (in
contrast to American free-
dom, which despises central
authority and is mesmerised
by the romantic mythos of
the Wild West).

But to bring things back to
earth, one also gets a sense that
modern British populism has
always been just a bit rubbish.
There is a distinct lack of lead-
ership vision. Johnsonianism
was a greased puddle of inco-
herent opportunism - all pork
barrel promises, green grand-
standing and Brexit bluffs.
Nicola Sturgeon's pro-EU
nationalism was a contradic-
tion in terms. There is also a
certain inauthenticity to British
populism. It is unclear whether
Johnson really believed in
Brexit. SNP politicians may
rail against the remote
Westminster elite, but they
reside within their own her-
metically sealed bubble of
NGO professionals, academ-
ics and career campaigners. It
goes a long way in explaining
the way things have gone; in
wet, sheltered, political condi-
tions, court intrigue breeds like
mould. It is also undeniable
that at every turn, British pop-
ulists have been outwitted.
Remainers, in the end, under-
stood much better than
Brexiteers that to win in a
country like Britain, where
rules and constitutional princi-
ples are sacrosanct, one must
be a master at the long game,
manipulating procedural detail
in the shadows. We saw this
with the privileges committee
and the ousting of Dominic
Raab. In a way, Sturgeon also
failed to understand this,
killing the independence cause
by foolishly taking it to the
Supreme Court, guns blazing,
rather than steadily building a
case while biding her time for
a change in the country's judi-
cial cycle, currently under the
cautious stewardship of Lord
Reed.

This is all in stark contrast
to Italy's skilful Georgia
Meloni, who puts her British
counterparts to shame.
Whatever one thinks of her
politics, truth be told she has
pivoted with reasonable dex-
terity from an anti-immigrant

agitator to the pioneer of an
ambitious industrial strategy
financed by sovereign
wealthy money. All the while
she is keeping global critics
at bay, courting investors and
thinking in the long term
where the EU is concerned.
Put simply she has shown
that it is possible for populists
as well as established elites to
work the system. However,
to be fair to British populists ,
taking on the status quo in a
traditional country is particu-
larly challenging. Brexit pop-
ulists vowed to take on an
anti-democratic metropolitan
elite. Very quickly they found
themselves to be over-
whelmed by a pathological
system. Britain is effectively
stuck in the orbit of the
world's regulatory superpow-
er, a 21st-century Roman
empire that de facto exter-
nalises its laws outside its
borders. The UK's economy
is overtaxed, overregulated
and over-managerialised. Its
laggard body has no room for
manoeuvre, having woken
up one day strapped into a
suicide vest of toxic deriva-
tives products. Things are
even worse in Scotland,
which is addicted to
Westminster freebies and
grappling with large pockets
of endemic poverty. The gov-
ernment machinery cannot
cope with these problems -
not least because the Civil
Service is tailored only to ele-
gant political "fixing" and
erecting quangos.

Perhaps then the biggest
mistake our populists made
was to fail to realise that the
problem is not one of
intrigue but ineptitude. It is
not so much that elites have
an agenda but that they have
simply lost control. Not only
does the ruling class not have
the solutions, it is also obliv-
ious to the problems. This
country has been pretty
much stagnant for 15 years
(in Scotland, business invest-
ment has been flat since
1998). And yet the
Westminster bubble is con-
vinced that the problem is
not one of systemic decay
but popular psychosis,
embodied by Brexit and col-
lapsing faith in institutions
and a new mania for fake
news. British populists con-
tinue to show little under-
standing of these issues.
They are still stuck in the
phase of shock and self-pity.
It will be a long journey back
to power. 

The Telegraph

Britain is where populism
comes to die, as Brexit
and the SNP implode

Sherelle Jacobs

W
HEN he hur-
riedly left the
prime minis-

ter's official residence,
Palazzo Chigi, for the
last time on 16
November 2011, Silvio
Berlusconi looked like a
humiliated man. Italy's
finances were in trouble,
with international
investors betting against
the country's treasury
bonds; prosecutors were
on his heels due to the
infamous "bunga
bunga" scandal, which
involved an underage
sex worker; European
allies Nicolas Sarkozy
and Angela Merkel had
made their displeasure
with him public. Few
would have guessed at
the time how much
future politics would fol-
low Berlusconi's pop-
ulist template.

Berlusconi has died at
86 - he had been in hospi-
tal in Milan, undergoing
treatment for a lung infec-
tion. Yet look around, and
you can see his legacy
everywhere. In fact, the
years that followed
Berlusconi's exit from
office vindicated his
political style, which
combined extreme per-
sonality politics, a skilful
use of visual media and an
unashamed demagogy -
all to tap into voters' disil-
lusionment and cynicism
about the status quo. It is
hard to think of another
politician more prefigura-
tive of politics to come.
Many rightwing populist
politicians who were
dominant in the 2010s
have been compared to
Berlusconi, the first
among them former US
president Donald Trump.
Like Trump and well
before him, Berlusconi
insisted on the fact that he
was not a career politician
but rather a successful
"self-made entrepreneur",
who had decided to enter
politics to save his coun-
try from leftism. Like
Trump, Berlusconi owed
his success to his extraor-
dinary use of TV, which,
in his case, was made eas-
ier by the fact that he
owned most of the coun-

try's private TV channels.
And finally, very much
like Trump, Berlusconi
took the political scene by
storm by ignoring all the
norms of institutional
courtesy and politeness,
preposterously presenting
himself as a victim of
judges and electoral
authorities, while never
shying away from the
most vulgar and sensa-
tionalist tactics to capture
public attention - includ-
ing his famous penchant
for sexual jokes.

Berlusconi embodied
what Antonio Gramsci
described as the Italian
people's "taste for the
operatic", with his rallies
and TV interventions fea-
turing moments that
would have befitted a
variety show. In terms of
political content, though,
he was simply a neoliber-
al: his revolution was one
of cutting taxes and red
tape and deregulating
labour. In fact, he is best
seen, historically, as the
link between neoliberal-
ism and populism. In
Italy, Berlusconi was
instrumental in allowing
the far right to enter main-
stream politics, forging
alliances with the sepa-
ratist party Northern
League and with the post-
fascist Alleanza
Nazionale party, from
which the party of the
current prime minister,
Giorgia Meloni, is
descended. (Meloni first
came to the limelight by
serving as the minister of
youth in the last
Berlusconi government.)

Curiously, with hind-
sight, the shift of Italian
politics ever further to the
nationalist right has made
Berlusconi appear rela-
tively moderate. Yet his
constant attack on work-
ers, his reported links to
the mafia, his manipula-
tion of the legal system,
his disastrous economic
policies that have acceler-
ated the country's indus-
trial decline, and his cele-
bration of extreme indi-
vidualism all set the con-
ditions for Italy's current

reactionary turn. A key
element of his success,
which has been mimicked
by rightwing populists
worldwide, was his ability
to transform accusations
against him into fuel for
his survival. Berlusconi's
career was famously dot-
ted with prosecutions for
mafia-related, corruption
and tax-evasion crimes. In
response, he adopted a
two-pronged approach.
On the one hand, he vig-
orously insisted that he
was innocent, the victim
of communist judges - the
most persecuted person in
human history. On the
other hand, for the benefit
of his more disingenuous
supporters, especially
those from a business
class often engaging in
illegal or borderline prac-
tices, he often winked at
the fact that his behaviour
was not all that pristine,
but whose is?

The echoes with
Trump's current legal
tribulations in the US are
clear - and don't augur
well for those who think
the former president's fate
will be sealed by one
more indictment. In Italy,
Berlusconi's rise was
made possible by the
fatigue that Italian liberal-
democracy cultivated in
ordinary people, ever
since the Tangentopoli
corruption scandal of the
early 1990s. In other
countries, rightwing fig-
ures have preyed on simi-
lar sentiments of disillu-
sion towards politics that
does not seem to advance
the interests of anyone but
the elite. As long as poli-
tics is seen - sometimes
with good reason - as a
big "swamp" (to cite
Trumpist rhetoric) of cor-
ruption and hypocrisy, the
cynical politics that
Berlusconi pioneered, and
rightwing populists per-
fected, will continue to
triumph. The only way to
break this toxic spell is to
reinfuse politics with a
moral yet tangible mis-
sion that actually delivers
concrete improvements
for the citizenry. This is
precisely what Berlusconi
failed to do.

Silvio may be gone, 
but Trump’s still here

Paolo Gerbaudo

The EU-Asia connectivity strategy simply
disappeared after that. Then came its sup-
posed successor, "Global Gateway", pre-
sented by European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen on Dec 1, 2021.
According to the joint communication, the
EU's commitment was to be expanded and
better communicated, and the sum of �300
billion ($328.44 billion) to be allocated
between 2021 and 2027. While some flag-
ship projects were listed in March this year,
the Global Gateway has already drawn crit-
icism from a whole network of public inter-
est groups from almost every EU country.
The European Network on Debt and
Development has said in a report that the
Global Gateway initiative is based on the
assumption that it will mobilize or leverage
resources from private investors. In addi-
tion, development funds are being redirect-
ed to achieve commercial competitiveness
and geopolitical objectives, which goes
against the principle of a publicly funded
good for poverty alleviation. Global
Gateway funding is often tied to meeting the
International Monetary Fund's conditions,
such as lowering public sector wages.



ISLAMABAD (APP): The
production of edible oil and
vegetable in the country
during 10 months of the
current financial year grew
by 4.97 percent and 16.72
percent respectively as
compared to the production
of the same period last year.

During the period from
July 2022 to April 2023,
about 458,231 metric tons
of cooking oil were manu-
factured as compared to the
manufacturing of 411,710
metric tons in the same
period last year, said the
data of Large Scale

Manufacturing Industries
of Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics released on
Friday. Over 1.268 million
metric tons of vegetable
gee was also produced in
order to tackle with local
requirements in the last 10
months of the current finan-
cial year as compared to the
output of 1.178 million
metric tons of the same
period last year. 

The tea blending in the
country also witnessed
about 5 percent growth dur-
ing the period under review
as about 108,345 metric

tons of tea blended locally
as compared to 124,062
metric tons in the same
period last year.

Meanwhile, domestic
tractors assembling during
the period from July 2022
to April 2023 was recorded
at 5,492 units as compared
to the assembling of the
corresponding period of
last year. During the period
under review tractors
assembling in local markets
decreased by 46.19 percent
as against the assembling of
the same period of last year.

About 25,645 tractors

were assembled in the first
10 months of the last finan-
cial year (2021-22), where-
as on a year-to-year basis,
local assembling was
recorded at 2,955 tractors
in April 2023 as against the
production of 5,495 tractors
of the same month of last
year. However, the output
of power looms grew by
29.27 percent during last 10
months of current financial
year as about 488 power
looms were locally assem-
bled as compared to the
assembling of 390 looms of
the same period last year.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
has set a target of Rs 70 bil-
lion rupees in Islamic
finance year 2023-24.

The aim was to intro-
duce new dimensions in the
Islamic finance sector.

"Islamic finance has a
very important role in the
global financial sector at
this time, and a large part of
the economy of many
major countries currently
includes Islamic finance,"
the senior official of CDNS
told APP here on Friday. 

The senior official said,
"Work on Islamic finance is
still needed in Pakistan."

He said, "At present,
work is being done on insti-

tutional reforms in CDNS
and new reforms and inno-
vations are being intro-
duced." He said, "At this
time Automated Teller
Machine (ATM) has also
been introduced in CDNS
which will provide enough
facilities to the users."

The official said,
"CDNS will now provide
facilities to its customers as
a complete bank."

Replying to another
query, he said CDNS had
reviewed and set a target of
Rs 60 billion in the fiscal
year (2022-23) for Islamic
investment to introduce the
new products in the market.

In the current financial
year, he maintained that
CDNS would hopefully

achieve the investment tar-
get of Rs 70 billion.

Replying to a question,
he said, "The CDNS has
digitized National Savings
Certificates (NSCs) for the
convenience of consumers
and to modernize the insti-
tutional process."

He said the CDNS and
Central Depository
Company of Pakistan
Limited (CDCP) signed an
agreement to start a pilot
project to digitise and
dematerialise NSCs last
week. The senior official
said, "This will increase
investment in National
Savings and increase con-
sumers' confidence."

He said, "This agree-
ment between National

Savings and CDCP is a part
of the automation and digi-
tization of the institution."

Replying to a question,
he said, "The Central
Directorate of National
Savings (CDNS) attained
the target of issuing Rs 1.48
trillion in fresh bonds in the
current fiscal year (2022-
23)." "The CDNS has set a
reviewed saving target of
Rs 1.3 trillion for the cur-
rent financial year (2022-
23) which will promote the
savings culture in the coun-
try." Replying to a question,
he said, "CDNS has digi-
tized National Savings
Certificates (NSCs) for the
convenience of consumers
and to modernize the insti-
tutional process."

HONG KONG
(AFP/APP): Equity mar-
kets sank Friday and oil
extended a sharp selloff
after a string of interest rate
hikes by central banks
revived worries about the
global economy.

Eyes are also on Tokyo
after forecast-beating infla-
tion figures fuelled specula-
tion on whether the Bank of
Japan (BoJ) will shift away
from its ultra-loose mone-
tary policy that has dragged
on the yen. The optimism
that characterized the first
half of June -- fuelled by
hopes the Federal Reserve
was close to the end of its
hiking cycle -- has given
way to concern that offi-
cials still had several more

in them as they battle stub-
born price rises.

Last week's decision to
stand pat after 10 straight
increases added to the sense
of hope, but warnings
Wednesday from boss
Jerome Powell that more
work was needed took the
wind out of traders' sails.

He told US lawmakers
that two more this year was
"a pretty good guess".

His comments came as
the Bank of England
(BoE) lifted rates more
than expected, while offi-
cials in Switzerland and
Norway also tightened.
That followed hikes last
week in the eurozone,
Australia and Canada.
And Turkey, which for

two years had followed
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's unorthodox pol-
icy of dealing with high
inflation by cutting rates,
changed course and nearly
doubled its borrowing
costs. However, some
observers are sceptical the
Fed will follow through
with its warnings as US
inflation continues to sub-
side, falling to 4.0 percent
in May from 4.9 percent
in April. The Fed's target
is 2.0 percent.

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:
DOWN 1.5 percent at
32,781.54 (close)

Hong Kong - Hang Seng
Index: DOWN 1.7 percent
at 18,889.97 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:

Closed for holiday
London - FTSE 100:

DOWN 0.6 percent at
7,458.19

Euro/yen: DOWN at
155.50 yen from 156.33
yen on Thursday

Euro/dollar: DOWN at
$1.0867 from $1.0958

Pound/dollar: DOWN at
$1.2710 from $1.2746

Dollar/yen: DOWN at
142.96 from 143.13 yen

Euro/pound: DOWN at
85.50 pence from 85.94 pence

West Texas
Intermediate: DOWN 1.9
percent at $68.18 per barrel

Brent North Sea crude:
DOWN 1.8 percent at
$72.83 per barrel

New York - Dow: FLAT
at 33,946.71 (close)

Syeda Fatima Shah

P
akistan is confronted
with unprecedented
political and eco-

nomic challenges amidst
pronounced global polar-
ization. The exacerbating
financial problems faced
by Pakistan increase its
vulnerability to the US-
China rivalry. The US has
openly expressed con-
cerns about Pakistan's
substantial debt to China,
a significant portion of
which has come under the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. 

On the contrary, China
has attributed Pakistan's
dire financial crisis to the
policies of the US.
Reeling under backbreak-
ing inflation and stalled

IMF funding, Pakistan has
expressed willingness to
join the BRICS bloc.
However, a crucial ques-
tion remains as to whether
Pakistan is adequately
prepared for economic
alignment, considering the
challenges associated with
potential integration in the
bloc and whether its mem-
bership will be welcomed
owing to its prevailing
economic crisis. 

Despite not being a
member, Pakistan aspires
to garner support from the
BRICS alliance. It is
essential to acknowledge
the inherent conflict of
interest that exists among
the BRICS nations regard-
ing Pakistan and the vary-
ing influence this conflict
may have on the country.

While recognizing the
bleak scenario, it is worth-
while to also consider a
more optimistic view-
point. 

The potential inclusion
of Pakistan in BRICS
could possibly foster bor-
derless trade with India
and a more lenient
approach towards the
Kashmir issue. Although
ensuring political stability
and security remain inte-
gral to sustainable growth
and cooperation, the
readiness of BRICS to
address conflicts that
impede stability in
Pakistan remain uncertain.
Undoubtedly, Pakistan's
economic predicaments,
including the unsuccessful
staff level agreement with
the IMF, China's reluc-

tance to engage in debt
restructuring, impact of
war on terror on develop-
ment projects and unop-
posed exclusion of
Pakistan from the BRICS
summit, largely stem from
its own choices and
actions.  It is imperative
for Pakistan to devise and
adhere to robust policies,
which can only be
achieved if the country
seriously considers imple-
menting structural
reforms and avoids being
a scapegoat. 

Through long-term com-
mitments, Pakistan can
effectively address eco-
nomic repercussions accu-
mulated over the decades
and successfully instill a
sense of credibility within
the global community.

ISLAMABAD (APP): President
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari Friday assured full sup-
port of the business community in
implementing food standards set by
the food authority. 

He said that the chamber would
also organize training programs for
staff relating to the food industry in
order to fulfill the required standards. 

Addressing a training workshop
for the staff of hotels and restaurants
organized by ICCI in collaboration
with the Food Authority, he said that
it is the responsibility of all stake-
holders, including food authorities,
and restaurants, to ensure the provi-
sion of healthy food to citizens in a
clean environment. He said that
Islamabad as the federal capital has
global recognition, as ambassadors,

guests and other people from all over
the world are constantly visiting this
city. He urged the need to focus on
improving the quality and standards
of food to attract more visitors and
providing them with quality services. 

The food sector is very important
and the government has taken steps for
establishing food authority, which will
ensure the enforcement of food stan-
dards. He urged the government for
allocating sufficient resources for the
smooth functioning of the authority. 

Speaking on the occasion Director
Food Authority Dr Tahira Siddique
said that as a regulator, the main task
of the Food Authority is to ensure the
implementation of standard operating
procedures. If the staff of hotels and
restaurants pay attention to some
basic points, this problem can be
solved, she said adding that the

authority has prepared 24-point
SOPs, which will be provided to all
hotels and restaurants. 

Mosquito repellent spray should be
ensured after closing the outlet con-
cerned, she said adding that medical
tests of the staff should be done in a
timely and continuous manner, and the
quality of the food should be ensured.
The staff should also take special care
of their cleanliness, she said adding
that photos and videos are taken dur-
ing raids only to improve the efficien-
cy of the authority and for records.
Speaking on the occasion, Vice
President Chamber Engineer Azhar ul
Islam said that the aim of this aware-
ness workshop is to provide basic
training to the staff associated with the
food sector, Islamabad Chamber will
continue such activities to improve
food safety and standards.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The e-com-
merce industry in Pakistan
has experienced remarkable
growth in recent years, with
numerous businesses ven-
turing into the digital realm
to connect with their cus-
tomers and expand their
reach. Acknowledging the
achievements and innova-
tions within this thriving
sector, the eCom Awards
Pakistan is back with its
prestigious recognition plat-
form. As the deadline for
nominations approaches, it's
time to gear up and join the
race to showcase your out-
standing contributions to the
world of e-commerce.

Nominations for the
eCom Awards Pakistan will
be closing by Mid July,
making it imperative for all
e-commerce enthusiasts to
seize this opportunity. Last

year, the event witnessed an
overwhelming response
with more than 400
signups, but this year, the
organizers are setting the
bar even higher, expecting
more than 1000 participants
to register. The increasing
number of signups demon-
strates the eagerness of
businesses and entrepre-
neurs to gain recognition
for their exceptional efforts
in the digital realm.

The eCom Awards plat-
form serves as a catalyst for
growth, offering winners a
chance to showcase their
tireless efforts and innova-
tive approaches to e-com-
merce. The winners will not
only receive prestigious
trophies as a symbol of
their excellence but will
also gain widespread recog-
nition within the industry.

The competition fosters
healthy competition and

inspires participants to raise
the bar, ultimately contribut-
ing to the overall growth and
development of the e-com-
merce industry in Pakistan.
So, if you are an e-commerce
entrepreneur or a business
looking to make a mark in
the digital sphere, take
advantage of this opportunity
to participate in the eCom
Awards Pakistan.

Participating in the
eCom Awards Pakistan is a
seamless process. Head
over to com-awards.com
and signup by giving basic
details like company URL,
category and description.
Remember, the deadline for
nominations is approaching
fast, so don't delay any fur-
ther. Join the eCom Awards
Pakistan today and be part
of the vibrant e-commerce
community that is shaping
the future of digital com-
merce in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
shed 86.73 points on
Friday, a slight negative
change of 0.22 per cent,
closing at 40,065.32 points
against 40,152.05 points
the previous day. 

A total of 136,899,866
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
116,478,645 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at
Rs.3.372 billion against
Rs.2.560 billion on the last
trading day. 

As many as 314 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 109 of

them recorded gains and 178
sustained losses, whereas
the share price of 27 compa-
nies remained unchanged.
The three top-trading com-
panies were WorldCall
Telecom with 23,260,624
shares at Rs.1.08 per share;
Unity Foods Ltd with
7,471,161 shares at Rs.14.73
per share and TPLP_JULB
with 6,223,000 shares at
Rs.11.81 per share. Bata
(Pak) witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs.60.13 per
share price, closing at
Rs.1,753.13, whereas the
runner-up was Sapphire
Fiber with an Rs.49.15 rise
in its per share price to
Rs.1,108.00.

ANKARA (AA/APP): Oil
prices declined on Friday
with concern of an econom-
ic slowdown caused by
interest rate hikes of central
banks. International bench-
mark Brent crude traded at
$73.58 per barrel at 09.40
a.m. local time (0640
GMT), a 0.76% loss from
the closing price of $74.14
a barrel in the previous
trading session on Friday.

The American bench-
mark West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) traded
at the same time at $68.67
per barrel, down 1.21%
from the previous session's
close of $69.51 per barrel.

Central banks raised
interest rates this week and
hinted at further hikes for

the remainder of the year.
The Bank of England

raised the policy rate by
50 basis points to 5%,
while the Swiss National
Bank increased its policy
rate by 25 basis points to
1.75%. The Norwegian
Central Bank raised the
policy rate by 50 basis
points to 3.75%.

US Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome Powell
said the Federal Open
Market Committee agreed
that 2 more rate hikes
could be necessary.

Concerns of a slow-
down in economic growth
and a decline in oil
demand put downward
pressure on oil prices.

Also, the rise of the dol-

lar against other currencies
pushed oil prices lower.
The US dollar index, which
measures the value of the
US dollar against other cur-
rencies, rose 0.31% to
102.315 earlier in the day.
The strong dollar is expect-
ed to reduce demand by
making oil more expensive
for other currency users.

Meanwhile, US Energy
Information Administration
announced that crude oil
inventories in the country
fell by 3.8 million barrels
last week. The expectation
was for inventories to
decline by 1.2 million bar-
rels. Data implying a rise in
oil demand in the world's
largest oil consumer limited
the decline in prices.
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Edible oil, ghee output
grew 4.97pc and 16.72pc

LAHORE: A vendor displaying the ornaments of sacrificial animals to attract customers at local
market in connection with upcoming Eidul Azha. 

LAHORE: A potter is making traditional clay pots from clay in his workshop at the Kanchi Stop Area. 

CDNS set target of 
Rs 70 bln in Islamic FY 2023-24

BRICS: A Solution to Pakistan’s
Economic Challenges?

Gold prices
decline by
Rs 1,500

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
per tola price of 24 karat
gold decreased by Rs 1,500
and was sold at Rs 217,500
on Friday against its sale at
Rs 218,500 the previous day.
The price of 10 grams of 24
karat gold also decreased by
Rs 1,285 to Rs 186,043 from
Rs 187,328  whereas the
price of 10 grams 22 karat
gold went down to Rs
170,539 from Rs 171,718,
All Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported. 

The price of per tola and
ten gram silver remained
constant at Rs 2,550 and Rs
2,186.21 respectively. The
price of gold in the interna-
tional market declined by
$10 to $1919 from $1929,
the association reported.

U.S. oil imports
down, exports
up last week

HOUSTON (Xinhua/APP):
U.S. crude oil imports
decreased while exports
increased during the week
ending June 16, the U.S.
Energy Information
Administration said in a
report released on Thursday.
U.S. crude oil imports aver-
aged 6.161 million barrels per
day (b/d) last week, down by
220,000 b/d from the previous
week, while crude oil exports
averaged 4.543 million b/d,
up by 1.273 million b/d from
the previous week, according
to the Weekly Petroleum
Status Report. Over the past
four weeks, U.S. crude oil
imports averaged about 6.54
million b/d, up by 2.3 percent
from the same four-week
period last year. During the
same period, U.S. crude oil
exports averaged about 3.801
million b/d, up by 12.5 per-
cent year on year.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Three
ships namely, Frankfurt
Express, Jeil Crystal and
Houette Island carrying
Containers, Chemicals and
Coal, berthed at Container
Terminal, Engro Terminal
and Bulk Terminal respec-
tively on Thursday.
Meanwhile, four more ships,
Maersk Phuket, Karimata,
Bochem Pegasus and Asia
Inspire scheduled to
load/offload Containers,
Mogas and Palm Oil also
arrived at the outer anchor-
age of the Port Qasim during
the last 24 hours. A cargo
volume of 95,566 tonnes
comprising 79,807 tonnes
imports cargo and 15,759
tonnes export cargo includ-
ing containerized cargo car-
ried in 1,863 Containers
(936 TEUs imports and 927
TEUs export) was handled at
the Port during last 24 hours.

eCom award call for participation
- Let’s join the race

Oil prices fall as banks signal
further interest rate hikes

ICCI for supporting 
Food Authority

Asian, European markets fall again
as traders eye more rate hikes

PSX sheds 
86 points

Rupee stands at
break-even point

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee witnessed sta-
bility against the US Dollar in
the interbank trading on
Friday and closed at the rate of
the previous day-Rs 286.73.

However, according to the
Forex Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and selling
rates of dollars in the open
market stood at Rs 289 and Rs
291.5 respectively. The price
of the Euro went down by Rs
3.51 to close at Rs 311.66
against the last day’s closing
of Rs 315.17, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).
The Japanese Yen lost one
paisa to close at Rs 2, where-
as a decrease of Rs 1.45 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound.



The Frontier Post Saturday, June 24, 202309

ZURICH (Agencies): The
first edition of FIFA’s new
32-team Club World Cup
will be held in the United
States in 2025, world soc-
cer’s governing body said
on Friday. FIFA had con-
firmed in March that the
revamped Club World Cup
will be played every four
years from June 2025.

The FIFA Council unani-
mously appointed the United
States as the competition’s
hosts for the first edition of
the expanded format.

The United States will
also host the 2024 Copa
America while they are also
co-hosts of the 2026 World
Cup along with Mexico and
Canada. “The FIFA Club
World Cup 2025 will be the
pinnacle of elite profession-
al men’s club football,”
FIFA President Gianni
Infantino said.

“With the required infra-
structure in place together
with a massive local interest,

the United States is the ideal
host to kick off this new,
global tournament.”

Confederation champi-
ons from 2021-2024 will be
eligible to play in the new
Club World Cup, which
means Chelsea, Real
Madrid and last season’s
Champions League winners
Manchester City have qual-
ified from Europe.

The current version of
the FIFA Club World Cup –
an annual competition with
seven teams – will be dis-
continued after 2023. FIFA
said they have also agreed
to postpone the launch of
the bidding process for the
2030 World Cup for “addi-
tional consultation with all
key stakeholders.

“The relevant bidding
regulations will be presented
for approval at the next FIFA
Council meeting, due to take
place in September/October
2023, with the bidding
process to be officially

launched thereafter,” it said.
“The expected appoint-

ment of the host(s) by the
FIFA Congress will also
move from Q3 2024 to Q4
2024.”

The FIFA Congress is due
to take place in Bangkok,
Thailand on May 17, 2024.

FIFA also appointed
Indonesia as hosts for the
Under-17 World Cup later
this year, three months after
the Southeast Asian country
was stripped of the Under-20
World Cup, which was then
held in Argentina.

The decision to stop
Indonesia holding the event
was taken after the country’s
football federation cancelled
the draw because the gover-
nor of the largely Hindu
island of Bali refused to host
Israel’s team. Indonesia were
awarded the Nov. 10-Dec. 2
tournament after Peru were
stripped of the rights having
failed to fulfil infrastructure
commitments.

United States to host
expanded Club World

Cup in 2025: FIFA

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): Wicketkeeper-batter
Mohammad Haris will cap-
tain Pakistan Shaheens in the
eight-team 15-match ACC
Men’s Emerging Asia Cup
2023, which is scheduled to
take place in Sri Lanka from
14 to 23 July. The squad will
assemble at the National
Cricket Academy in Lahore
following Eid Al Adha holi-
days on Monday, 3 July, for a
week-long training camp
before the team’s arrival in
Colombo on 12 July.

Shaheens, who are the
defending champions, are
clubbed with India A, Nepal
and Sri Lanka in Group A,
while Group B includes
Afghanistan A, Bangladesh
A, Oman and United Arab
Emirates. The top-two sides
from each group will
progress to the semifinals,

followed by the final.
Shaheens will open their
campaign against Nepal on
14 July, followed by match-
es against India A on 16 July
and Sri Lanka A on 18 July.

22-year-old Haris has
represented Pakistan in five
ODIs and nine T20Is, and
will lead Shaheens for the
first time. Other interna-
tional players in the squad
are: Arshad Iqbal (1 T20I),
Kamran Ghulam (1 ODI),
Mohammad Wasim Jnr (2
Tests, 14 ODIs, 27 T20Is),
Sahibzada Farhan (3
T20Is), Saim Ayub (8
T20Is), Shahnawaz Dahani
(2 ODIs, 11 T20Is) and
Tayyab Tahir (3 T20Is).

Squad: Mohammad
Haris (captain, wicketkeep-
er) (Peshawar), Omair Bin
Yousuf (vice-captain)
(Karachi), Amad Butt

(Sialkot), Arshad Iqbal
(Swabi), Haseebullah
(Quetta), Kamran Ghulam
(Peshawar), Mehran
Mumtaz (Rawalpindi),
Mubasir Khan (Islamabad),
Mohammad Wasim Jnr
(North Waziristan), Qasim
Akram (Lahore),
Sahibzada Farhan
(Charsadda), Saim Ayub
(Karachi), Shahnawaz
Dahani (Larkana), Sufiyan
Muqeem (AJK) and
Tayyab Tahir (Gujrat)

Non-traveling reserves –
Abdul Wahid Bangalzai,
Mohammad Abbas Afridi,
Mohammad Junaid and
Rohail Nazir Pakistan’s fix-
tures in ACC Men’s
Emerging Asia Cup

Group A:
v Nepal, 14 July
v India A, 16 July
v Sri Lanka A, 18 July.

Haris to captain
Shaheens in ACC Men's

Emerging Asia Cup

LONDON (INP): Joe Root
backed England’s aggres-
sive approach in their first
Ashes Test defeat against
Australia as the former
captain admitted he
wished he used Ben
Stokes’ game-plan at the
start of his own reign.

Joe Root was part of the
England side beaten by two
wickets in a thrilling con-
clusion to the opening Test
of the Ashes series in
Birmingham.

England’s commitment
to the attacking principles
of ‘Bazball’ was criticised
in some quarters after skip-
per Stokes declared on the
first day of the match.

But England’s players

remain completely support-
ive of Stokes and head
coach Brendon McCullum.

Now Joe Root has joined
the chorus, insisting the
only thing he would change
if he had his time again
would be to bring a similar-
ly aggressive style during
his own reign.

Root led England in a
record 64 Tests over five
and a half years, walking
away last April after over-
seeing a draining run of one
win in 17.

Asked if England
would like to reverse their
decision to make the
fastest declaration in
Ashes history, Root said:
“That’s not what we’re

about as a team. If I could
go back in time, I’d go
back and start my captain-
cy tenure the way Ben has
and try to play in a similar
manner to how he does it.

“It’s far more exciting,
far more interesting and I
think we are getting more
out of our team and our
individuals. We’re playing
better cricket to watch and
producing better results
overall.”

England’s all-guns-
blazing style has revi-
talised their form after a
dismal run prior to
McCullum’s arrival.

Far from shying away
from those principles, Root
believes England will be

even more committed to
putting pressure on
Australia when the teams
meet in the second Ashes
Test at Lord’s next week.

“A lot of times that
would peter out to a draw.
The wicket we had was
very slow, it could have
made for a long, mundane
game, but the way we went
about it we gave ourselves a
great opportunity to win the
Test match,” Joe Root said.
“If are going to grow as a
team we can’t just look at a
couple of moments going
against us and say ‘we need
to do things differently’.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Bajaur won
the tug-of-war final while
Peshawar and Mohmand
qualified for the final in vol-
leyball events being played
at Qayyum Sports Complex
and PSB Coaching Center
Hall respectively.

Secretary Sports Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Captain
(retd) Mushtaq Ahmad
graced the occasion as chief
guest both at the Tug-of-
War, and Volleyball event.
Director Sports Merged
Area Pir Abdullah Shah,
Director Operation Aziz
Ullah Jan, Assistant
Director Sports Imran
Khan, and a large number
of spectators were also
present on this occasion.

The Inter-Madrasas
Games in Peshawar have
entered the last stage. In the
Tug-of-War final, Bajaur
claimed the title by defeat-
ing North Waziristan 2-1. 

The North Waziristan
District players won the first
pull after a strong resistance
from Bajaur and later on
failed when Bajaur came
back strongly by winning
two consecutive pulls by
handing a shocking defeat to
North Waziristan team.

Peshawar and District
Mohmand qualified for the
finals in volleyball competi-

tions. Under the auspices of
the Director of Sports
Merged Districts, the final
Tug-of-War match was
played between Bajaur
District and North
Waziristan teams in the
Peshawar Sports Complex.
Secretary Sports Captain
(Rtd) Mushtaq Ahmad also
witnessed the final match
wherein Bajaur players gave
a stunning performance and
defeated strong North
Waziristan team by 2-1.

Secretary Sports Captain
(Rtd) Mushtaq Ahmad also
distributed the prizes among
the players and Director
Sports Pir Abdullah Shah
presented him a shield of the
Games. Bajaur in the first
semi-final defeated South
Waziristan by 2-1 in another
hotly contested encounter
while North Waziristan

recorded victory against
Sub-Division Bannu by 2-0
in the second semi-final and
moved to the grand final.

In the Volleyball event
Peshawar defeated district
Bajaur by 25-22, 27-25 and
25-21 (3-0) in the first
semi-final while in the sec-
ond semi-final, district
Mohmand defeated South
Waziristan by 25-22, 29-25,
and 25-23.

In the football event
Mohmand defeated South
Waziristan 4-3 through
penalty shootout and qual-
ified for the semi-finals. In
the second quarter-final,
Peshawar sub-division
defeated Khyber district
by solitary goal. The final
match of football and
cricket of the Inter-
Madrasas Games will be
played on Saturday.

Root backs England’s aggressive
tactics after Australia defeat

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Asian Hockey Federation
(AHF) has announced the
match schedule for the
upcoming edition of the Hero
Men’s Asian Champions
Trophy Chennai 2023.

The event will begin on
August 3 and go on till
August 12. The six-team
tournament will see Korea,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Japan,
China, and India battle it
out for top honours. All the
teams are part of one pool
and the positions on the
points table will be decided
by a league system.

The defending
Champions at the Hero
Men’s Asian Champions
Trophy is South Korea,
who won the 2021 edition
of the tournament. The

tournament will begin with
Korea and Japan playing
the first game at the Mayor
Radhakrishnan Hockey
Stadium in Chennai.

Pakistan will take on
Malasysia on August 3 in
their opening match. In
their second match, they
will face Korea on

August 4. In the third
match, they will meet
Japan on August 6. On
August 7, they will com-
pete against China. In their
last pool match, they will
vie against traditional
rivals India on August 9.
The semifinals and 5th/6th
place match will take place
on August 11. The final
and 3rd/4th place fixture
will be held on August 12.

India (2011, 2016 &

2018) and Pakistan (2012,
2013 & 2018) have both
won three titles each, and
are the most decorated
nations in the history of the
tournament.

The president of AHF
Dato Fumio Ogura said, “It
is my great pleasure to
announce the eagerly
awaited match schedule for
the Hero Asian Champions
Trophy Chennai 2023.

This prestigious tourna-
ment promises to be an
extraordinary celebration of
hockey, showcasing the
exceptional talent and unity
of Asian hockey. Our vision
for the Hero Asian
Champions Trophy Chennai
2023 is to create an unforget-
table experience for players,
fans, and stakeholders alike.“

AHF announces 
match schedule for Asian

Champions Trophy

KARACHI (APP):
Pakistan’s Faiza Nasir and
Naheen Khan won the
gold medal in the
Badminton Women’s
Doubles Unified event of
the ongoing 16th Special
Olympic, being played in
Berlin, (Germany).

In the badminton event

played at Messe Berlin,
Pakistani players won the
gold medal by defeating
Uzbekistan by 21-5 and
21-17 points, Malaysia by
21-14 and 21-6 and
Kyrgyz Republic by 21-12
and 21-13, said a commu-
nication here on Friday.

Head coach Mutahir

Sohail and coach Qamar
Ali Mona of Faiza Nasir
and Naheen Khan from
Lahore said that both play-
ers have been preparing
for the World Games for
the past two years. They
stayed busy in this regard,
they also participated fully
in the training camps
organized by Special
Olympics Pakistan in
Karachi and Islamabad.

Meanwhile, in the
men’s unified doubles
event of Badminton,
Pakistan’s Noshiwan Arif
Raja and Talha Asif won
the silver medal after
defeating Paraguay 21-18
and 21-12 and Macau by
21-12 and 21-16.

However, Pakistan suf-
fered a defeat against
Hong Kong by the margin
of 16-21 and 18-21.

Faiza, Naheen win
Gold medals in

Badminton Doubles

Pakistan
evaluating
World Cup

participation
in India

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): Amid doubts of a
pullout from ICC World Cup
2023, the Foreign Ministry
has said it was "evaluating
all aspects" of Pakistan's par-
ticipation in this year's 50-
overs mega event in India.

Despite the stalemate
over the venue for Asia Cup
2023 has ended, doubts
continue to cast a shadow
over Pakistan's involvement
in the World Cup 2023 in
October-November. 

India's stubbornness
over Pakistan's hosting of
Asia Cup 2023 kept its
hanging in the balance for
over a month, as it refused
to visit the country for the
regional cricket tourna-
ment. In response, the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) had threatened to
pull out of World Cup
2023, scheduled in India.

The matter was resolved
as the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) greenlit
PCB's hybrid model for
Asia Cup earlier this
month, while the foreign
ministry said Pakistan's
participation in World Cup
was under evaluation.

Foreign ministry
spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch said Pakistan was of
the view that "politics should
not be mixed with sports".
"India's policy of not playing
cricket in Pakistan is disap-
pointing," Baloch said in
Islamabad on Thursday.

"We are observing and
evaluating all aspects relat-
ing to our participation in
the World Cup including
the security situation for
Pakistani cricketers and we
will offer our views to PCB
(Pakistan Cricket Board) in
due course."

Doubts over Pakistan's
participation has meant that
the dates and venues for the
World Cup are yet to be
confirmed with just over
three months left before the
start of the tournament.

It may be noted that the
Men in Blue have not
toured Pakistan since 2008
due to strained relations
between the two countries.
The last bilateral series
between the arch-rivals
took place in 2012, when
Pakistan toured India for
limited-overs matches.

Since then, the two
countries have played each
other only in multi-team
events at neutral venues
over the last decade.

Meanwhile, Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari was among the for-
eign ministers who travelled
to India's Goa last month for
a Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) meet-
ing, becoming the first sen-
ior Pakistani leader to visit
India in nine years.

Five-wicket
Hasaranga

leads 
Sri Lanka to
rout of Oman
BULAWAYO (AFP):
Leg-spinner Wanindu
Hasaranga took his sec-
ond successive five-wick-
et haul as Sri Lanka
crushed Oman by 10
wickets in the 2023 World
Cup Qualifier on Friday,

Sri Lanka now have
two wins from two match-
es and are well-placed to
reach the Super Six stage.

Scotland are also on
course for the next stage
after they defeated the
UAE by 111 runs in the
day's other Group B fix-
ture.

Hasaranga took six
wickets in the opening
win over the UAE, and
was at it again with five
for 13 against Oman who
were bowled out for just
98.

Sri Lanka needed just
15 overs to chase that
total down, Dimuth
Karunaratne (61 not out)
leading them home.
Lahiru Kumara (3-22)
also starred with the ball
for 1996 world champi-
ons Sri Lanka as Oman
slipped to 20 for four.

A 52-run stand
between Jatinder Singh
(21) and Ayaan Khan (41)
hinted at a recovery
before Hasaranga entered
the fray.

His triple wicket maid-
en ripped the heart out of
the Omani middle order,
leaving them in dire trou-
ble at 72 for seven.

Hasaranga finally
removed Ayaan before
finishing off the innings
by trapping Bilal Khan
leg before. Sri Lanka
showed their intent from
the very first ball of the
chase, Pathum Nissanka
(39 not out) slashing Bilal
for four over point. The
pair never really looked
troubled, bringing up the
50 partnership in the sev-
enth over with
Karunaratne’s fifth
boundary of the innings.

"He's a champion.
Whenever I throw him the
ball, he delivers for me,"
Sri Lanka skipper Dasun
Shanaka said of
Hasaranga.

"Very good to see him
keep getting five-wicket
hauls and man of the
match awards. I think the
future is really bright and
they support staff and
management has done a
good job to keep the envi-
ronment calm."

Sri Lanka have now
won two in a row with
matches against Ireland
and Scotland to come.
Oman can still reach the
Super Six with a win over
Scotland in their next
game.

Scotland backed up
their thrilling one-wicket
win over Ireland by beat-
ing the UAE by 111 runs,
with a captain's knock
from Richie Berrington.

His 127 with nine fours
and three sixes fired them
to 282 for eight before
Chris Sole and Safyaan
Sharif finished the job
with the ball. Michael
Leask with 41 also shone
with the bat.

"It was really impor-
tant today after the win
against Ireland to turn up
and adapt to the condi-
tions. Pleasing that we put
in such a clinical per-
formance with the ball
and make it pretty com-
fortable," said Berrington.

Plenty of UAE batters
got in, including skipper
Muhammad Waseem (36),
but none were able to turn
starts into big scores as
wickets fell at regular
intervals.

With two wins apiece,
the West Indies and
Zimbabwe meet in Harare
on Saturday and are both
well-placed to make the
Super Sixes from Group
A.

The other match
between the Netherlands
and Nepal could end up
being decisive in the race
for third place.

For Nepal, only a win
will do but if they can get
the better of the Dutch,
they will be on the brink
of qualifying.

Netherlands will clinch
a top three spot in the
group with a win, ahead
of a final match against
the West Indies. 

PESHAWAR (APP):
Shehzad Club and City Club
clashed in the grand final of
the Bannu Inter-Club
Kabaddi Championship
being played at Malik Riaz
Kabaddi Arena with hun-
dreds and thousands of spec-
tators witnessing the semi-
final matches on Friday.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner Mehmood
Ahmad was the chief guest
on this occasion who along
with thousands of enthusi-
astic spectators witnessed
the semi-finals matches.
Regional Sports Officer
Amir Zahir Shah, and
other officials were also
present. Before the start of
the matches the teams
comprised Shehzad Club,
City Club, Seratkhail Club
and Kanda Club.

In the first semi-final

Shehzad Club defeated
Serat Khail Club by 44-43
points. Both Shehzad Club
and Serat Khail played well
and gave each other a tough
fight wherein they were also
tied 23-23 at the half-time.

The vociferous crowd
were at the toes when the
riders either Shehzad Club
or Serat Khail were on
attack on each other's court.
Shehzad Club played well,
especially in the last quarters
of the match. Shehzad Club
had local support while the
villagers of the Serat Khail
were also there and support-
ed their respective teams.

It was 44-43 when
Shehzad Club defeated Serat
Khail club and marched into
the final. On the other hand
Serat Khail also played well
but their last rider due to
mistake failed to get a point

and thus Shehzad Club won
the semi-final.

In the second semi-final
Bannu City Club defeated
Kanda Club by 45-41 in
another closely contested
encounter played on hot-
note. Bannu City has the
services of a national
Kabaddi player, who gave a
tough fight to Kanda Club.
Surprisingly Kanda Club
was leading the first session
at 24-26 but later on in the
second session Bannu City
Club played well and
marched into victory.

Talking to APP, Amir
Zahir Shah, said that the
Bannu District Inter-Club
Kabaddi Championship, is
a regular feature of the
District sports calendar
wherein a total of six clubs
are taking part in the
Kabaddi Championship.

BULAWAYO (Agencies):
Scotland made it two wins
from two at the World Cup
qualifier, sweeping past
United Arab Emirates by
111 runs. Captain Richie
Berrington was the
Scottish hero with the bat,
making 127 to steer his
team to 282-8.

UAE kept their noses in
front in terms of run rate,
but losing wickets at regu-
lar intervals meant they
could never build any real
pressure. Sayfaan Sharif
took 4-20 and Chris Sole
managed 3-37 to make it a
rare success for the side
batting first in Zimbabwe.

Scotland, who enjoyed a
dramatic final-ball victory
over Ireland on Wednesday,
were in trouble at 25-3 in the
ninth over as the sharp bowl-
ing of Junaid Siddique
accounted for openers Chris
McBride and Matthew Cross.

However, Berrington
came to the rescue with a
splendid knock, bedding in
and then accelerating
aggressively, hitting nine

fours and three sixes before
he was run out off the last
ball. By then Michael
Leask, the swashbuckling
hero against the Irish, had
contributed 41 and Chris
Greaves added 22.

Mark Watt chipped in
with a rapid 44 from 31
balls as he and Berrington
forged a vital stand of 110
to set a respectable total.

UAE never got going in
their run chase, losing three
wickets inside the power-
play, and when captain
Muhammad Waseem was

dismissed for 36 they were
teetering on 82-5.

Partnerships briefly
threatened, then fizzled out,
as Scotland kept cool heads
and Sharif came back into
the attack to close the
match out with three wick-
ets in close succession,
ending matters with a siz-
zling yorker. Scotland now
look forward to Group B
encounters with Oman and
Sri Lanka, while a third
defeat for UAE snuffs out
their hopes of reaching the
Super Six stage.

'We have a lot of differ-
ent match-winners'

Scotland captain Richie
Berrington told BBC
Scotland: "It was really
important after the win
against Ireland to come
back strong again.

"The margin of runs was
quite significant in the end,
but it was definitely a hard
fought victory and it's pleas-
ing to get two from two. "It
was just a case of me having
to bat for as long as possible
at one point and then it was
about trying to cash in with
a few wickets spare, espe-
cially with the short square
boundaries here.

"We're lucky to have a lot
of good players in this squad,
we have a lot of different
match-winners. "It's exciting
and there's a lot of belief. If
we keep playing our best
cricket, we'll be in a good
position. "But it's a tough
schedule and we know the
importance of every game in
these kind of tournaments
and we have a real tough test
on Sunday against Oman."

Scotland cruise past UAE
at World Cup qualifier

Spirited Bajaur beat North
Waziristan to clinch Inter-
Madrasas Tug-of-War title

Shehzad Club, City club
to clash in Inter-Club

Kabaddi in Bannu
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In briefIn brief
IRSA releases

295,300 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Friday released 295,300
cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with
inflow of 403,800
cusecs. According to
the data released by
IRSA, water level in
River Indus at Tarbela
Dam was 1467.03 feet
and was 69.03 feet
higher than its dead
level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was
recorded as 207,300
cusecs and 149,800
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1158.70 feet, which
was 108.70 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 61,000
cusecs and 10,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 164,500,
128,500, 79,900 and
30,000 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
66,400 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 43,400 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Two bike
lifters arrested
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police have arrested two
bike lifters, members of
‘Khawar’ gang besides
recovering 20 stolen
motorcycles and other
items from their posses-
sion. According to a
police spokesman, a
team under the supervi-
sion of SHO, Cantt
Police Station managed
to net two bike lifters
namely Khawar, the
ringleader and Fakhar
and recovered 20 stolen
motorcycles and other
items from their posses-
sion. A case has been
registered against the
accused while further
investigation is under-
way. Superintendent of
Police, Potohar said the
accomplices and facili-
tators of the accused
would also be sent
behind bars. He said that
the operations against
the lawbreakers would
be accelerated further.

Int’l Widows’
Day observed

ISLAMABAD (APP):
International Widows’
Day was observed
across the globe on
Friday. The theme for
the Day this year was
“Innovation and
Technology for Gender
Equality”. As the world
observed the
International Widows
Day, Kashmiri women
continued to suffer at the
hands of Indian forces in
Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK). The
unabated Indian state
terrorism in the occupied
territory has rendered
22,960 women widowed
since January 1989 in
IIOJK. Around 2,500
women have been forced
to live as 'half widows'
during the past 35 years
as their consorts have
become victim of
enforced disappearance
at the hands of Indian
occupation forces. The
half widows do not
know whether their hus-
bands are alive or dead.

AIOU inks
MoU 

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open
University (AIOU)
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with the Rupani
Foundation Pakistan here
at University's main cam-
pus on Friday. According
to MoU, "Both institu-
tions will collaborate to
provide training to teach-
ers of ECD centres across
Pakistan, including
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB).
The ceremony was
presided over by the
Vice-Chancellor (VC) of
AIOU Prof. Dr Nasir
Mahmood. Additional
Registrar of AIOU Bibi
Yasmin and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
of Rupani Foundation
Jalal-Ud-Din signed the
MoU. Prof. Dr Nasir
Mahmood said, "Early
childhood education
plays a fundamental
role in shaping a child's
personality."
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minister
for Information Technology and
Telecommunication Syed Amin ul
Haque has said that Pakistan had vast
investment opportunities in various sec-
tors including IT and Telecom. "We
wish the bilateral relations in the
Technology sector to be strengthened
and the trade volume to increase further,
he said during a meeting with
Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar
Farhadov here Friday.

Syed Amin ul Haque further said that
Pakistan and Azerbaijan had long-stand-
ing relations as Islamic brotherhood
countries, Pakistan was the first to rec-
ognize Azerbaijan and the love between
the two countries was natural, said a
news release.

Cooperation in Trade and Industrial
sectors can further strengthen mutual
relations in this regard, he said.

The minister said the Ministry of IT
will provide all possible facilities and
supports to Azerbaijan government and

businessmen in all sectors including
Incubation Centers, Software
Technology Parks, Mobile
Manufacturing and Telecom sector. The
Ambassador said, the revolutionary
steps taken in the IT sector in Pakistan
are commendable. "We wish to benefit
from these experiences of Pakistan", he
said. He informed that the Minister for
Digital Development and Transport of
Azerbaijan would visit Pakistan in the
second week of July. During his visit,
we are looking forward to signing dif-
ferent Memorandum of Understandings
on bilateral cooperation in Technology
sectors. The Ambassador of Azerbaijan
also extended an official invitation to
the Minister of IT and
Telecommunication Syed Amin ul
Haque to visit Azerbaijan. 

The meeting was attended by
Secretary IT Navid Ahmed Shaikh,
Member IT Syed Junaid Imam and
Director General International
Coordination Jawad Sherazi.

Pakistan to support
Azerbaijan in mobile

manufacturing, telecom
sectors: Amin ul Haque

11 healthcare
establishments

sealed in capital
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad Healthcare
Regulatory Authority (IHRA)
has sealed 11 Healthcare
Establishments (HCEs) in
different areas of Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) on
malpractices. The IHRA's
inspection teams carried out
inspections of 82 HCEs in
different areas of ICT during
the past two weeks.

Huma Clinic, Ismail
Dental Clinic, Rehman
Clinic, Al Eman Fatima
Hospital, Grow Hair
Transplant and Aesthetic
Clinic, National Hospital,
Fauji Dental Clinic, Al Shifa
Clinic, Ali Clinic, Oxford
Medical Centre, and Wada
Clinic were sealed due to mal-
practices like the absence of
qualified medical staff, unhy-
gienic conditions, not getting
registration with IHRA and
functioning during the sus-
pension. The Authority also
suspended the services of two
HCEs over different medical
non-compliance including
Abid Dental Clinic and Sidra
Akhtar Foundation. Similarly,
33 Healthcare Establishments
were served notices for minor
non-compliance and
instructed to comply with
the directions given by the
inspections team. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) on Friday advised
all the relevant federal and
provincial authorities to
ensure preventive measures
in the wake of forecast for
pre-monsoon wind-thun-
dershower with heavy falls
causing risk of urban flood-
ing and landslides in the
north of country. 

The NDMA, in ts advi-
sory, said the pre-monsoon
rains with dust-thunder-
storms were predicted from
June 25-30 as an intruding
weather system was bring-
ing moist currents from the
Arabian Sea which was
penetrating upper and cen-
tral parts of the country
along with a westerly wave
which was likely to enter
upper parts on June 25. 

"Under the influence of
this weather system", it
said, "the Pakistan
Meteorological Department
(PMD) has predicted rain
and wind-thundershowers

with few heavy falls in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
Punjab, Gilgit-Baltistan,
Azad Jammu & Kashmir
(AJK)  and Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT)
from June 24 (night) to 30,
and rain and wind-thunder-
showers with isolated
heavy falls in Punjab, KP,
Balochistan, and ICT from
June 26 to 29. However,
from June 27 to 28 rain and
wind-thundershowers with
isolated heavy falls are
expected in Sindh. 

The NDMA said in light
of the above weather sys-
tem forecast, "following
impacts are expected in
aforesaid parts of Pakistan:
prevailing heatwave condi-
tions are likely to subside,
while heavy rainfall may
cause urban flooding in low
lying areas of Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Peshawar,
Gujranwala and Lahore
from June 26-27, and trig-
ger landslides in the vulner-
able areas of Murree,
Galliyat and other hilly

areas of KP, Gilgit Baltistan
and AJK."

Heavy rainfall might also
cause flash flooding in the hill
torrents of Dera Ghazi Khan,
Rajanpur and adjoining areas
of north-east Balochistan on
June 27, it added. Dust storms
and wind-thunderstorms and
heavy falls might cause dam-
age to loose structures such as
electrical poles, solar panels,
hoardings, tall trees and under
construction buildings, the
NDMA warned. 

"In the light of the above,
all provincial, Gilgit
Baltistan, and State Disaster
Management Authorities
(PDMAs, GBDMA and
SDMA respectively) and
ICT Administration,
National Highway Authority,
National Highway and
Motorway Police, Frontier
Works Organization,  Rescue
1122, line departments,
ministries and federal
agencies are required to
undertake  measures as per
respective mandates," the
Authority directed. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) has dis-
bursed a total of Rs. 23 bil-
lion among 2.5 million
deserving women under
Benazir Kafaalat program
during the last four days.

According to the dis-
bursement details till date
revealed by the BISP here
Friday, those beneficiar-
ies who have not received

their quarterly payment
yet must visit their
respective campsite to
receive the amount. 

The beneficiary women
must receive their full pay-
ment as well as a receipt.

The BISP has been dis-
bursing Benazir Kafaalat
cash and Benazir educa-
tional stipends since
Monday (June 19). After a
25 percent increase, this

time the quarterly install-
ment amount is Rs. 9000.
About 81 billion rupees is
being distributed among
nine million deserving
families under Benazir
Kafaalat. In case of any
complaint, the beneficiar-
ies must immediately
report to BISP toll-free
helpline 0800-26477. All
messages from BISP are
sent from 8171 only.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) while conducting eight oper-
ations across the country managed to
recover 305 kg charras and arrested 12
accused, said an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on Friday.

He informed that in an operation near M-
1 Toll Plaza, Islamabad, ANF recovered 72
kg opium and 61.2 kg charras from a vehi-
cle. Two accused including a woman resi-
dent of Sheikhupura were arrested during
the operation. In another operation near T-
Chowk Islamabad, 2.4 kg opium was seized
while two accused residents of Rawalpindi
were netted. In third operation near Indus
Chowrangi Karachi, 157.2 kg charras was
recovered from secret cavities of two vehi-
cles. Three accused residents of Karachi and
Qilla Abdullah were rounded up.

In fourth operation near Khairpur Road
Sukkur, 2.4 kg charras was recovered from
the possession of an accused resident of

Khairpur while in fifth operation conducted
near Sher Shah Toll Plaza, Multan, six kg
charras was recovered from the possession
of two accused including a woman resident
of Multan travelling in a passenger bus.
Sixth operation conducted in a deserted
area near Jarobi Zaka Khail, Khyber and
ANF seized 3250 grams Ice drug, he said
adding, in an operation at Peshawar Airport,
three charras-filled capsules weighing 576
grams were recovered from the possession
of a Sharjah-bound passenger, resident of
Bannu, going on flight no PK-257. 

In another operation at Peshawar
Airport, two charras-filled capsules
weighing 106 grams were recovered from
the possession of another Sharjah-bound
passenger, resident of Bannu, going on
flight no G-9555.

Separate cases have been registered
against the accused while further investi-
gations are under process, he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking will be marked on
Monday to raise awareness of
the major problem that illicit
drugs represent to society. 

This day is supported by
individuals, communities
and various organizations
all over the world.

The UN Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) has,
over the years, been active-
ly involved in launching
campaigns to mobilize sup-
port for drug control. The
UNODC often teams up
with other organizations

and encourages people in
society to actively take part
in these campaigns.

Governments, organiza-
tions and individuals in
many countries, including
Vietnam, Borneo and
Thailand, have actively
participated in promotional
events and larger scale
activities, such as public
rallies and mass media
involvement, to promote
the awareness of dangers
associated with illicit
drugs. According to the
UNODC, nearly 200 mil-
lion people are using illicit
drugs such as cocaine,

cannabis, hallucinogens,
opiates and sedative hyp-
notics worldwide. 

In December 1987, the
UN General Assembly
decided to observe June 26
as the International Day
against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking. 

The UN was determined
to help create an interna-
tional society free of drug
abuse. This resolution rec-
ommended further action
with regard to the report
and conclusions of the
1987 International
Conference on Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Division, Liaquat Ali
Chatha here on Friday said
that the government was
making all-out efforts to
resolve complaints of the
overseas Pakistanis.

The Commissioner
Rawalpindi Division along
with the Commissioner
Overseas Punjab, Syed
Khadim Abbas presided
over a meeting organized
here to address complaints
of the Overseas Pakistanis.

Director General,
Overseas Pakistanis Mirza
Naseer Inayat, Director
Police Matters, Imtiaz
Ahmed, Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Revenue)
Nabil Sindhu and other
officers concerned attended
the meeting.The coopera-
tion of Overseas Pakistanis
is indispensable to get the
country out of the current
critical economic situation,

the Commissioner said.
The government was try-

ing to resolve the problems of
Overseas Pakistanis on prior-
ity basis, Liaquat Ali Chatha
said. The Commissioner
informed that July 15 was
fixed a deadline for resolu-
tion of pending grievances in
Rawalpindi Division, adding,
instead of prolonging the rev-
enue complaints by referring
them to the courts, the rev-
enue officers should solve
them on their own. Out of
total 2,588 complaints
received in Rawalpindi
Division 1956 had been
resolved while 480 were still
pending, the meeting was
informed in a briefing.

District Rawalpindi
received 1446 complaints
out of which 975 had
been resolved. 

Similarly, out of 311
complaints of the overseas
Pakistanis received in
Attock district, 255 were

addressed. 
Out of total 622 com-

plaints submitted in Jhelum
District, 533 were resolved
while out of total 209 com-
plaints received in District
Chakwal, 193 were
addressed. Syed Khadim
Abbas on the occasion
directed the authorities con-
cerned to resolve com-
plaints of the Overseas
Pakistanis and provide
relief to them within short-
est possible time frame.

There is no room for any
delay in cases of the
Overseas Pakistanis, Syed
Khadim Abbas said adding,
the cases in the jurisdiction
of the administration
should be resolved on pri-
ority basis. He further said
that the cases which were
pending in the courts since
long should specially be
followed up and the solu-
tion should be assured as
soon as possible.

Rs. 23 b disbursed among 2.5 m
beneficiaries under Benazir Kafaalat

NDMA advises authorities to
take preventive steps in wake

of heavy pre-monsoon falls

ISLAMABAD: The outgoing Ambassador of the Republic of Korea, Suh Sangpyo, paid a farewell call
on President Dr. Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr. 

ISLAMABAD: Vendors displaying sacrificial animal attract to customer at Cattle Form in connection
with upcoming Eid ul Azha.

RAWALPINDI (APP): The residents
of several city areas have demanded
the authorities concerned to pay atten-
tion on urgent repairs of broken roads
which are not only causing traffic
jams but also endanger public safety.

According to the citizens, several
city and cantonment roads are giving
a nightmare look for the residents as
these have not been repaired and re-
carpeted for the past many years and
travelling on these dilapidated roads
has been causing inconvenience for
the motorists. Several roads have
developed potholes and causing haz-
ards for commuters.

The broken roads included
Kashmir Road, Range Road,
Allahabad Road, Tench Bhatta Road,
Chor to Masrial Road, Tippu Road,
Zakria Masjid Road, Transit Camp
Road, Dhoke Ratta, Workshop Road,
Marrir Chowk Road, PAF Chowk to
Committee Chowk Road, Bostan
Khan Road, Westridge Bazaar Road,
Gawalmandi Road, Farooq-i-Azam
Road, Sadiqabad and Rehmanabad
Roads, Railway Road, Dehri
Hassanabad and several other roads.

In last two years, Municipal
Corporation did not launch any major
uplift project while Rawalpindi
Cantonment Board paid attention to
some areas and left several others
neglected. The roads from Marrir
Chowk to Gawalmandi, Westridge
Bazaar to Allahabad, Kashmir Road

and others have developed ditches.
The residents of the downtown are
disturbed over the situation and have
demanded of the provincial govern-
ment to fulfill its promise of launch-
ing public welfare projects.

“I daily travel on Gawalmandi
Road to Saddar and my vehicle has
developed faults due to the broken
road. Will the authorities concerned
compensate us if our vehicle gets
damaged due to the broken roads,”
said Altaf, a resident of Gawalmandi.

Najam of Allahabad said his
motorcycle developed faults due to
the potholes on Allahabad Road and
it was difficult for middle class peo-
ple to spend heavy amounts on repair
of their vehicles.

Sajid Khan, a resident of Kashmiri
Bazaar said that residents of the area
had been facing problems due to the
bad condition of several city roads.
Travel on the roads is time and fuel
consuming, he added.

Open manholes in several city
areas are also endangering the lives
of the motorists and pedestrian alike,
he added. During a visit to the city,
this reporter found open manholes
and the drain covers were also miss-
ing in Chandni Chowk, Rehmanabad,
Sadiqabad, Kuri Road, Iqbal Road,
Circular Road, Banni Chowk and in
several other areas. 

The residents said they had lodged
complaints with the authorities con-

cerned about the problem but the
departments paid no heed to it.

Sajid, a resident of Chandni
Chowk area, said he fell in a ditch
few days back during electricity load-
shedding hours at around 11pm while
coming back from his office. 

He said one of his legs was injured
and some passersby shifted him to
nearby hospital for medical treat-
ment. “My wife narrowly escaped
felling down in the drain while going
to the market,” said Asif, a resident of
Rehmanabad adding, at several
places, many slabs over the drains are
missing exposing pedestrians to
imminent danger.

The state of the streets has been
bad for a long time and they have no
option but to endure bumpy rides
whenever they come out of their
localities. Open manholes in many
areas are inviting any untoward inci-
dent as anyone can easily fall into it.
The level of the open drain and the
road is almost the same. After dark, it
becomes a more serious issue for the
residents. The citizens appealed to the
civic bodies to repair the broken
roads and make the open drain prop-
erly covered. The monsoon comes
with many challenges as the situation
of streets in several city areas
becomes worse and the water inside
the potholes makes it more difficult
for the commuters to discover the
depth of the potholes.

Residents demand repair
of broken city roads

ANF seizes 305 kg drugs
in eight operations

International Day against drug
abuse and illicit trafficking

All-out efforts being made to
resolve complaints of Overseas

Pakistan: Commissioner



Earthquake victims in Paktika

PAKTIKA (Agencies): It has been a year
since the devastating earthquake that hit
Paktika province and left more than 400
people dead and nearly 1,700 injured. More
than 7,000 homes were destroyed by the
earthquake, which struck in three Paktika
districts. However, even a year later, many
who were affected by the earthquake are still
facing challenges. According to official fig-
ures, there are presently up to 5,000 families
living in tents and caves.

13,000 students deprived of schooling

KHOST (Agenciers): The head of the
press directorate of the Khost education-
al department said that around 13,000
students, both boys and girls, lack access
to schools in many districts of the
province. The press director for the
provincial education department, Abdul
Kabir Sangin, said that deteriorated eco-
nomic conditions caused thousands of
children who are eligible for school to be
deprived of education. 

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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KABUL (TOLOnews): On
the eve of Eid al-Adha, a
number of shopkeepers
complain that financial
conditions are not good and
sales are low.

There are less than five
days left until this year's
Eid al-Adha, but some
shopkeepers say that their
sales have decreased com-
pared with previous years.

"Last Eid people bought
dry fruit and for this Eid
they have some of it so they

came and buy just half a
kilogram," said Abdul
Basir, a shopkeeper.

"Our sales are not good
this Eid, we bought materi-
als that cost 8 Lakes but in
a day our income is only 15
thousand," said Abdul
Wakil, a shopkeeper.

Clothing sellers are also
worried about a decrease in
their sales.

"This Eid people have
economic issues so they use
the clothes that they bought

for last Eid," said Atiqullah,
a shopkeeper. "People buy
clothes two days before Eid
so for now our sales have
not started yet," said Jawad,
a shopkeeper.

Meanwhile, some Kabul
residents said that due to
the high price of dry fruit,
they are not able to buy it
for Eid.

"Compared with last
year, the prices didn't
change, the prices are
good," said Mandor, a

Kabul resident. "The eco-
nomic conditions of our
people are not good, but
people are obliged to buy it
for our culture," said
Shahin Shah Various inter-
national organizations have
expressed concern over the
bad economic situation in
Afghanistan.

And according to num-
bers of international organ-
izations, more than half of
the population of the coun-
try is faced with hunger.

KABUL (Pajhwok): Nineteen dis-
tricts in seven provinces of
Afghanistan have no schools for girls
while officials assured the residents
of the areas to construct girls’ schools
and support education.

Local officials said non-availabili-
ty of women teachers and govern-
ments negligence were reasons
behind the non-availability of girls’
schools in these districts.

Ghormach district in Badghis
province, Bakwa in Farah, Giro,
Nawa, Ab Band, Ajristan and Gilan in
Ghazni, Dehrauod, Charchino,
Chanarto in Uruzgan, Khorak,
Arghistan in Kandahar, Nahr-i-Seraj,
Sangin, Yaghni, Dishu, Baghran and
Bahramcha in Helmand and Doha
Manda in Khost were some of the dis-
trict were primary girls schools also
did not existed.

Badghis:
Haji Rozi, the resident of

Ghormach district in Badghis
province, told Pajhwok Afghan News
no girls school had been built in the
district so far.

“There is one cultural issue as
most people have no interest, there is
no woman teacher in the district as
well, we want the ‘Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan’ (IEA) to pay attention in
this regard.”

Education Director Mawlavi
Mohibullah Ihsan said women teach-
ers’ posts for Ghormach had been
approved but when the district joined
Fayab province these posts were
given to Faryab.

He said since the district had
become part of Badghis its women
teachers’ posts still remained with
Faryab and they tried to get back

these positions from Fayab.
“We are trying to build primary

girls schools, our efforts are under-
way, this is our and Ghormach district
people’s demand.”

Farah:
Ghulam Sakhi Jamali, a tribal in

the Bakwa district of Farah province,
said there is no girls’ school in the
district since a long time.

He said the local residents wanted
girls’ schools to be constructed but
the none-availability of women
teacher was a major issue.

Farah Education Director Mawlavi
Akhtar Mohammad Zaeem said:
“There is a primary school called
Shora Khana Girls School but it is
closed and teachers are not avail-
able.” Zaeem said literacy and com-
munity classes are available in
Bakwa but there are no schools.

GHAZNI:
Mohammad Gul, the resident of

Giro district in Ghazni province, said
not attention had been paid to their
district and there was no development
work done.

He said in the past the residents of
the district were interest in girls’
schools but not when they the gov-
ernment is unwilling.

Saeedullah, the resident of Nawa
district in Ghazni province, said: “We
did not told the government to build
schools for our girls, if the govern-
ment does so it will be a positive
step.”

Hafiz Taraki, the resident of Band
Ab district, said there was no girls’
school in the district. No people are
trying to get together and want the
government to build schools for girls.

Majeed Khan, the resident of

Ajristan district, said during the
republic regime schools were built
for girls but after sometimes girls
were stopped from going to schools
due to security issues.

He said now they often asked the
Islamic ‘Emirate of Afghanistan’
(IEA) to build girls schools. He said
the education Department pledged to
build girls schools.

Momin, the resident of Ghazni
Gailan district, the Swedish
Committee for Afghanistan (SCA)
made literacy classes for some girls
but these classes are also closed now.
There are no girls’ schools in Gailan.

Education Department
Spokesperson Qari Sibghatullah
Ahmadi said efforts were on to build
primary girls’ schools in these dis-
tricts and they also held talks with the
ministry in this regard.

He said efforts were underway to
arrange literacy girls’ classes till sixth
with the help of UNICEF, Care
International, SCA and other support-
ing organizations.

URUZGAN:
Abdul Rahman Ali, the resident of

Dihraud district, said there was no
girls’ school in their district.

He said: “Education is compulsory
on man and women and it is a human-
itarian right so relevant authorities
must ensure all are provided this
right, we want relevant authorities to
at least provide education opportunity
till class 6th.”

Abdul Karim, the resident of
Uruzgan’s Charchino district, said
there was no girls school in Uruzgan
as well.

“The fact that now security situa-
tion had improved and there is an

opportunity for development and
progress so we want relevant authori-
ties to facilitate our girls get educa-
tion,” he said.

Sharifullah, the resident of
Chanarto district, said there was no
girls school in their district.

“Since a long time we have no
girls school, previous governments
paid no attention in this regard. We
want the IEA to build school for girls
in this district.”

Uruzgan Governor Ihsanullah
Hammas said the non-availability of
girls school in three districts of
Ghazni was something they inherited
from the past government.

He said the Governor Office and
the Education Department launched
efforts to activate education centres in
these districts.

Kandahar:
Haji Saadullah, a tribal elder in the

Arghistan district of Kandahar
province, said around 12 years back
girls went to schools but due to the
non-availability of textbooks, teach-
ers and existence of other problems
girls’ schools were closed.

He said the residents of this district
want girls’ schools to be reopened.

Pir Mohammad, the resident of
Khorak district, said there was no
girls’ school in the district and they
wanted authorities to open schools
for girls.

He said in the past girls schools
reopened often but closed again.

He said some people in the district
did not want to send their daughters
to school but most people wanted
their girls to get education.

“In the past schools sometimes
remained opened and sometimes

closed, sometimes even boys schools
remained closed, there were fighting
and who remembered the education
but now most people wanted schools
for their children.”

Mawlavi Hassan Shah Agha
Haqqani, deputy head of the
Education Department, said in most
other districts there were no girls’
schools but they are reopened in the
past two years. He also pledged to
reopen girls’ schools in Afghanistan
as well.

“We plan the reopening of schools
in Arghistan in line with public
views, we reopened schools in most
districts where and approved person-
nel and teachers for them, we are try-
ing to resolve the issue of human
resource.”

Helmand:
Wali Mohammad, the resident of

Nahr-i-Seraj district said girls schools
were opened in their district in the
past but they were destroyed due to
conflict.

“All our girls are deprived of edu-
cation, if we get school or madrassa it
will be good for us,” he said.

Mohammad Shoiab, the resident of
Sangin district in Helmand, said there
are 12 boys schools in the district but
there was no single girls school.

He said during the past govern-
ment a girl school was constructed
but since its inauguration boys are
studying there. Akhtar Mohammad,
the resident of newly created Baghna
District, said there was no girls’
school in their district. He said the
residents of Baghna district wanted
their girls to go to school but there is
no school and no female teachers.
Mohammad Jumma, the resident of

Dishu district, Abdul Wali, the resi-
dent of Bahramcha district and
Akhtar Mohammad the Baghran dis-
trict said that there were no schools
for girls in their districts.

Akhtar said the residents of
Baghran did not want their girls to go
to school.

Education Department Official
Shah Wali Sherzad said there were no
girls schools in the Nahr-i-Seraj,
Sangin, Baghni, Baghran, Dishu and
Bahramcha districts but efforts were
underway to build primary schools
for girls in these districts.

Khost:
Haji Nik Badsha Zadran, the resi-

dent of Du Manda district, said there
was no girls’ in their district.

“During the past regime authori-
ties often identified places for the
construction of girls’ schools but
there was no practical work con-
ducted.”

He said nobody in their district
was against girls’ education. Hazrat
Momin, deputy District Education
Department Head, said there was no
girls’ school in Du Manda district
and the reason is the negligence of
past government. “We give plane to
the Education Department for the
construction of girls’ schools con-
struction, we are given assurances
that our plan would be sent to the
ministry and it will have positive
outcome,” he said.

This comes that after regime
change the IEA closed girls schools
above class 6th and later also
announced the closure of female uni-
versities. The IEA government also
barred women work for foreign
NGOs and UN.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Participants at an event held
at the UN to discuss the situ-
ation in Afghanistan voiced
concerns about the presence
of terrorism in Afghanistan.

The event was held on
Thursday, and involved the
Permanent Missions of
Afghanistan, Canada and
Spain, jointly with the
Afghanistan Policy Lab of
the Princeton School of
Public and International
Affairs (SPIA), the Counter
Extremism Project (CEP)
and the International
Institute for Justice and the
Rule of Law (IIJ) attended.

The event was titled
“Tackling the Multiplicity
of Security Challenges in
Taliban-run Afghanistan
and Neighboring
Countries: Terrorism,
Organized Crime, Human
Rights and Humanitarian
Assistance.”

“The growing concern
regarding the presence of
more than 20 terrorist
groups and foreign terrorist
fighters in Afghanistan—
the relocation of TTP or
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
to northern provinces of
Afghanistan and the ensu-
ing security threats and
challenges posed to the
world, region and
Afghanistan, and it alarms
that Afghanistan is becom-

ing once again a terrorist
hub despite the Taliban per-
sistent denial,” said Naseer
Ahmad Faiq, the Chargé
d'Affaires of Afghanistan's
Permanent Mission to the
UN. Ana Jiménez de la
Hoz, deputy Permanent
Representative of the
Kingdom of Spain to the
United Nations said that in
“no case” should
Afghanistan become a base
for terrorist groups.

“Terrorism can have a
very damaging spillover
affect in the region, so we

already as Spain as
European Union (will)
enhance our counter terror-
ism measures in this
regard,” she said.

The Islamic Emirate
meanwhile once again
denied the presence of ter-
rorists groups in
Afghanistan and said there
is overall security and
pledged efforts to counter
terrorism. “The concern
exists in this regard. Our
strategy is to not allow
Afghan soil to be used
against others but rather

focus on economic cooper-
ation and stability and
peace here,” said Zabiullah
Mujahid, the Islamic
Emirate’s spokesman.

In April this year, a joint
statement of the participants
of the 37th meeting of the
Working Group on
Afghanistan at the CSTO
Ministerial Council said that
they “noted the persistence
of unfavorable trends in the
security situation, including
the growth of terrorist and
drug threats emanating from
the territory of this country.”

UN event focused on
Afghanistan raises 

concerns about terrorism

Shopkeepers say sales 
low on eve of Eid

19 districts in 7 provinces sans girls’ schools

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
European Union has allo-
cated 12 million euros to its
partners the Aga Khan
Foundation, the Danish
Refugee Council and the
Rehabilitation Association
and Agriculture
Development for
Afghanistan in support of
vulnerable Afghans, the EU
Delegation to Afghanistan
said in a statement.

“Altogether, the action
will directly benefit over
70,000 individuals (of
which 62% are women) and
close to 500,000 household
members across seven

provinces, including
Bamyan, Baghlan,
Samangan, Badakhshan,
Takhar, Herat and Farah,”
the statement said.

TOLOnews interviewed
two vulnerable women who
are engaged in hazardous
work to support their fami-
lies. Sabza Gul and
Naseema are working as
laborers. “I have six daugh-
ters and one son in the fam-
ily. He has a mental disor-
der. He is working but can-
not work properly… I don’t
have access to water and
electricity,” Sabza Gul said.

“We want to be helped.

Working here is not
enough. We hope our prob-
lems will be addressed,”
Naseema said.

Meanwhile, the Ministry
of Economy said that there
is a need for more aid to
help the people of
Afghanistan. “We welcome
the new aid package of the
European Union and call on
all of the international
organizations particularly
the Islamic organizations to
not stop aid to the people of
Afghanistan and also to
provide development aid to
Afghanistan, said Abdul
Latif Nazari, deputy

Minister of Economy.
The EU Chargée

d’Affaires a.i. at the EU
Delegation to Afghanistan,
Raffaella Iodice, said that
the climate change in
Afghanistan is expected to
exacerbate the situation.

“In Afghanistan, mil-
lions go hungry while cli-
mate change is expected to
exacerbate the situation for
many Afghans, especially
women. The European
Union – together with its
partners – stands by the
Afghan people. Investment
into sustainable food pro-
duction, climate-smart agri-
culture and resilient infra-
structure makes a real dif-
ference to the lives of
Afghans today and in the
future” Iodice was quoted
in the statement.

“It has been several
decades that aid has been
provided to the people of
Afghanistan but there has
been no work on infrastruc-
tural projects,” said Adul
Baseer Tarakai, an econo-
mist. A recent OCHA report
said that the estimated
number of people in need
of humanitarian assistance
in Afghanistan has
increased to “28.8 million
(up from 28.3 million at the
beginning of 2023)."

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Special Coordinator and
Independent Assessor of
the UN, Feridun Hadi
Sinirlioglu, met with two
acting ministers of the
Islamic Emirate separately,
discussing the current situa-
tion of Afghanistan includ-
ing security and interna-
tional sanctions.  

According to a statement
of the Ministry of Interior
(MoI), in his meeting with
acting Interior Minister
Sirajuddin Haqqani,
Sinirlioglu said that the
international community
wants good relations with

Afghanistan.  
There should be coor-

dination between
Afghanistan and the
world in the fight against
drug trafficking and ter-
rorism, the statement
quoted Sirajuddin as say-
ing, adding that he said
human rights are the fun-
damental rights of all
people, and that the con-
cerns of the United
Nations should be taken
into account. 

According to the state-
ment, Haqqani said that
the world's interaction
with Afghanistan is under

the “shadow of the last 20
years of occupation, and
in a way, it is the continu-
ation of the politics of
that era, which we do not
consider useful.” Haqqani
said the “Daesh fighters
do not exist openly in
Afghanistan, they may
have limited, hidden
intellectual supporters,
which is not a cause for
concern, but by mention-
ing this phenomenon too
much it is preaching
about it, and should be
avoided.”  

On the other hand, the
Ministry of Foreign

Affairs’ spokesman, Abdul
Qahar Balkhi, said that the
acting Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi wel-
comed Sinirlioglu and his
team and said that “in the
past years, the problem is
that foreign reporters can-
not understand the sensitiv-
ities of our country, but
now there is hope based on
your extensive experience,
you will be able to bring the
Afghan government and the
international community
closer" by reflecting the
achievements of the interim
government and “demands
of our people.” 

According to Balkhi,
Sinirlioglu said that the
international community is
eager to improve engage-
ment with the Islamic
Emirate as the “war has
ended, peace and stability
have returned, corruption
has ended, and important
achievements have been
made, especially in the
field of security.”

Muttaqi meanwhile
vowed that “Islamic rights”
of women are ensured and a
good environment has been
provided for the implemen-
tation of projects. 

“Afghans have only seen
collective punishment,
sanctions, demands and
condemnations from for-
eigners instead of the fulfil-
ment of their own obliga-
tions,” Muttaqi said as
quoted by Balkhi.   

Sinirlioglu meets with two
acting ministers in Kabul

EU allocates 12 million Euros 
to aid partners in Afghanistan
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KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Zubair Khan Niazi awarding medal to an
officer during Pakistan investiture ceremony.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr Arif Alvi on Friday
called for further promoting
bilateral economic, trade
and cultural cooperation
with the Republic of Korea
and Sri Lanka to further
cement bilateral ties.

The president expressed
these views while talking to
the outgoing Ambassador of
the Republic of Korea, Suh
Sangpyo, and the outgoing
High Commissioner of Sri
Lanka, Vice Admiral (r)
Mohan Wijewickrama, who
made separate calls on him
here at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Talking to the outgoing
Ambassador of the Republic
of Korea, the president said
that Pakistan highly valued
its multidimensional rela-
tionship with Korea, which
involved collaborations in
various fields such as politi-
cal, economic, scientific,
cultural and people-to-peo-

ple relations. He highlighted
that Pakistan was open for
business and investment for
all its friends and partners,
and would especially wel-
come Korean investment in
various sectors.

He stated that Pakistan
wanted to increase coopera-
tion with Korea, particularly
in the areas of Information
Technology and
Agriculture. The president
also called for further pro-
moting cultural cooperation
with Korea, adding that
Pakistan offered some of the
most exotic mountaineering
and religious tourism sites
and would welcome tourists
from Korea to visit Buddhist
sites. He remarked that
Pakistan was home to the
Gandhara Civilization and
some of the most sacred
relics in Buddhism, which
could be a source of attrac-
tion for Korean tourists.

Talking to the outgoing
High Commissioner of Sri

Lanka, the President said
that Pakistan attached great
importance to its long-
standing friendship and
cooperative ties with Sri
Lanka, which was its sec-
ond-largest trading partner
in South Asia. He added that
Pakistan wanted to further
expand economic coopera-
tion and trade relations with
Sri Lanka under the Pak-Sri
Lanka Free Trade
Agreement.

President Alvi stated that
both countries should
explore ways to rejuvenate
SAARC and work together
to fight poverty and pro-
mote peace, economic
growth, and development
for the benefit of the entire
region. He also recalled
Pakistan and Sri Lanka’s
support for each other at the
UN and other international
bodies and expressed the
hope that this cooperation
would continue at interna-
tional fora.

President for enhancing
coop with Korea, S Lanka

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Haji Ghulam Ali Friday
highlighting significance
of bureaucracy in coun-
try’s development and said
they should work with
dedication and honesty to
facilitate people.

He was talking to 14-
members delegation of
officers belonging to 33rd
Senior Management
Course that called on him
in Governor House. The
delegation that was on
study tour included offi-
cers of various occupa-
tional groups and min-
istries. Faculty Director,
Zoabia Masood was also
present on the occasion.
The delegation was
briefed about constitution-
al responsibilities of the
governor and matters
relating to security, min-
ing, higher education,

local government system
and natural resources of
KP.

Speaking in an interact-
ing session after briefing,
governor said that steps
have been taken by federal
and provincial government
to address issues that come
to forefront after merger of
tribal areas. He termed
unemployment the main
reason behind law and
order situation and said
that policy of transparen-
cy, justice and merit would
help controlling unem-
ployment.  Governor said
that despite the importance
of local government sys-
tem in addressing prob-
lems of people, local gov-
ernment representatives
are without any significant
powers leading to increase
of problems.

He said that local
investors should also be
facilitated alongside for-
eign investors to strengthen

economy of the country.
He also highlighted impor-
tance of women for attain-
ing goals of development
and said that women are 52
percent of our population
and they should be encour-
aged to play their part in
country’s development.
Haji Ghulam Ali said that
enrollment of women has
been increased in universi-
ties and higher education
institutions have been
directed to focus research
and innovation to enable
students to tap potential of
the current world.

He also advised officers
to work for facilitation of
people abiding by code of
conduct, principles and
following policy of merit
by ignoring personal lik-
ing and disliking.
Delegation and Faculty
Director, Zoabia Masood
expressed gratitude to
Governor and presented a
shield to KP governor.

Governor highlights role
of bureaucracy in uplift

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) Emir Sirajul
Haq on Friday fired a
broadside at the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), say-
ing the latter was having a
history of doing rigging,
corruption and horse-trad-
ing.

Addressing a public
gathering, Siraj took a
swipe at the PPP, claiming,
“The PPP leaders cannot
compete us". The electoral
watchdog had failed to
hold transparent elections,
he chided the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP). "When it came to
holding the elections, the
ECP fell short of justice,"
he added.

“The aim of the PPP to
win the Karachi mayor

election is to grab the state
land after coming into the
power,” Siraj asserted.
Earlier today, JI senior
leader Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman poked fun at polit-
ical rivals on Friday, saying
the Karachi's residents
wanted the "mafia out of
the city". Rehman
expressed his opinion by
claiming the JI was the
"biggest party" in the city.
"They [mafia] seek to
enthral whatever is left," he
claimed.

He chided former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari, say-
ing, "The people of
Karachi have defeated you
[former president Asif Ali
Zardari]. Through NRO,
Asif Ali Zardari altered the
Karachi mayor election
results". Rehman assailed
the Election Commission

of Pakistan (ECP), claim-
ing, "The electoral watch-
dog had assisted the
mafia."

On Thursday, Rehman
asked the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) to reciprocate
fair play in accordance with
the Karachi mayor election.
Addressing an event, Mr
Rehman said, "Everyone
had seen what happened on
the day of the mayor elec-
tion, If we accept this elec-
tion, subsequent elections
will likewise be rigged".
Rehman added, "Even PPP
leaders thought the JI had
the right to elect Karachi's
mayor". "People tell me
that it would be best to
leave the country right now.
In response, I advise people
to keep working hard and
not give up," Rehman con-
tinued.

PPP has history of doing
horse-trading: Siraj

At the same time, 500
people were declared inno-
cent and released.
According to the report,
247 cases were registered
under laws other than the
ATA. In these cases, 4,119
people were arrested, of
whom 86 accused are in
physical remand, while
2,464 are in judicial cus-
tody. Moreover, the identi-
fication parade of 368 sus-
pects was carried out, and
1201 were acquitted. The
report shared that 3,012
people were released on
bail in these cases.

Justice Naqvi remarked
that the report submitted by
the Punjab government did
not contain the provisions
of the Official Secrets Act,
He asked at which point the
provisions of the Official
Secrets or Army Act had
been added to the cases,
and wondered whether a
commanding officer could
ask for suspects to be hand-
ed over if provisions of the
Official Secrets Act were
not included in the FIR.

Meanwhile, Justice Shah
inquired on what basis the
army concluded that these
suspects committed the
crime, while Justice Ayesha
asked on what ground the
case can be registered
under Army Act or Official
Secret Act. At this, Siddiqui
said that he was contending
the same that the army can-
not request the custody of
civilians. During the hear-

ing, CJP Bandial remarked
that the army can request
the anti-terrorism courts to
get the custody of civilians
for their trial under military
laws. 

"It’s common sense that
crimes under the Official
Secrets Act are to be deter-
mined by the army itself
and it can request anti-ter-
rorism courts seeking the
custody of civilians for tri-
als under army laws," the
chief justice remarked.
However, he noted that
there was no solid reason-
ing provided by the mili-
tary. "We will ask this from
Attorney General Mansoor
Usman Awan." At this
point, the hearing was
adjourned for 15 minutes.

When the hearing
resumed, lawyer Siddiqi
maintained that the civilian
cannot go to the military
courts. "Civilians' trial is
conducted in the civil
courts or can be conducted
in the military courts in
case of extremely extraor-
dinary circumstances," he
added. He went on to say
that a thorough inquiry
should be held before
charging the civilians.
There is a legal option to
try the May 9 suspects in
other courts, he added.
Justice Ayesha then asked
the lawyer to tell the
"extraordinary circum-
stances" under which the
civilians can be tried in mil-
itary courts. She also won-
dered if the military courts
can try the civilians under

Official Secret Act within a
certain limit.

Justice Ayesha said that
the issue here was whether
the civilians' crimes fall
under the Official Secret
Act. At this, Siddiqi
informed the court that the
offences defined in the
Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA)
are totally different. Justice
Ahsan remarked that the
federal government could
resolve the controversy
related to the military and
civil courts. Ali's lawyer
wrapped up his arguments
by saying that “the ATA
applies in case of attacks on
vital installations”.

After this, ex-CJP S
Khawaja's lawyer started his
arguments. He said that the
purpose of the Army Act
was to maintain discipline in
the armed forces. The
lawyer then requested the
court to form a larger bench,
adding that it was an impor-
tant case and would set an
example. "Civilians' court-
martial is unconstitutional
when the civil courts are
working," Khawaja's lawyer
stated. He said that his plea
did not support any political
party or any attack on a mil-
itary installation. Instead, it
was about basic human
rights.

The CJP inquired which
fundamental rights given
in the Constitution would
be affected by trial in mil-
itary courts. At this, the
lawyer maintained that
Articles 9, 10 and 25
would be affected.

Army Act applies

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The
five people aboard a missing sub-
mersible died in a "catastrophic"
event, a Coast Guard official said,
bringing a grim end to the massive
search for the vessel that was lost
during a voyage to the Titanic.

"These men were true explorers
who shared a distinct spirit of adven-
ture, and a deep passion for exploring
and protecting the world's oceans,"
OceanGate Expeditions said in a
statement. "Our hearts are with these
five souls and every member of their
families during this tragic time." An
unmanned deep-sea robot deployed
from a Canadian ship discovered the
wreckage of the submersible on
Thursday morning about 1,600 feet
(488 meters) from the bow of the
century-old wreck, 2-1/2 miles (4
km) below the surface, US Coast
Guard Rear Admiral John Mauger
said at a press conference.

"The debris is consistent with a
catastrophic loss of the pressure
chamber," Mauger said. Rescue
teams from several countries have
spent days searching thousands of
square miles of open seas with planes
and ships for any sign of the 22-foot
(6.7-meter) Titan, operated by U.S.-
based OceanGate Expeditions.

The submersible lost contact on
Sunday morning with its support ship

about an hour and 45 minutes into
what should have been a two-hour
descent. The five people aboard
included the British billionaire and
explorer Hamish Harding, 58;
Pakistani-born business magnate
Shahzada Dawood, 48, and his 19-
year-old son, Suleman, both British
citizens; French oceanographer and
Titanic expert Paul-Henri Nargeolet,
77, who had visited the wreck dozens
of times; and Stockton Rush, the
American founder and chief execu-
tive of OceanGate, who was piloting
the submersible. The detection of
undersea noises on Tuesday and
Wednesday using sonar buoys
dropped from Canadian aircraft had
temporarily offered hope that the
people on board the submersible
were alive and trying to communi-
cate by banging on the hull.

But officials warned that analysis
of the sound was inconclusive and
that the noises might not have
emanated from the Titan at all. Even
if the Titan has survived, the air sup-
ply on board was estimated at 96
hours when it entered the water on
Sunday around 8am (1200 GMT),
meaning that the occupants likely
would have run out of oxygen by
Thursday morning.

The Titanic, which sank in 1912
on its maiden voyage after hitting an

iceberg, killing more than 1,500 peo-
ple, lies about 900 miles (1,450 km)
east of Cape Cod, Massachusetts,
and 400 miles (640 km) south of St
John's, Newfoundland. The expedi-
tion to the wreck, which OceanGate
has been operating since 2021, cost
$250,000 per person, according to
OceanGate's website.

Questions about Titan's safety
were raised in 2018 during a sympo-
sium of submersible industry experts
and in a lawsuit by OceanGate's for-
mer head of marine operations,
which was settled later that year. The
sweeping search covered more than
10,000 square miles of ocean - about
the size of the US state of
Massachusetts. On Thursday, the
deployment of two specialised deep-
sea unmanned vehicles expanded the
effort to the ocean's depths, where
immense pressure and pitch-black
darkness had promised to complicate
any rescue mission.

The missing submersible and sub-
sequent hunt captured worldwide
attention, in part due to the mytholo-
gy surrounding the Titanic. The
"unsinkable" British passenger liner
has inspired both nonfiction and fic-
tion accounts for a century, including
the James Cameron blockbuster 1998
movie, which rekindled popular
interest in the story.

Titanic sub destroyed in
‘catastrophic implosion,’

all five aboard dead

During the meeting, the two lead-
ers held an in-depth discussion on the
entire gamut of bilateral relationship,
including CPEC as well as economic
cooperation. Reiterating support to
China on its core issues, the prime
minister appreciated China's
unflinching support to Pakistan's ter-
ritorial integrity, sovereignty and
socio-economic development. He
noted that China's firm opposition to
holding any G20 meeting in the dis-
puted region of Jammu and Kashmir
was a vivid reflection of China's prin-
cipled stance for upholding interna-
tional law and the United Nations res-
olutions. 

In his remarks, Premier Li said
the Pakistan-China friendship was
unique and had withstood the vicis-
situde of time due to deep fraternal
ties between the peoples of the two
nations. He added that as a close
neighbour and iron-brother, Pakistan
occupied a special position in
China's neighbourhood diplomacy
and that China would continue its
efforts for safeguarding Pakistan's
core interests and for the economic
development and prosperity of its
people. 

Prime Minister Shehbaz and
Premier Li Qiang agreed to continue
the momentum of high level

exchanges between Pakistan and
China. The prime minister invited the
Chinese premier to undertake a visit
to Pakistan at his earliest convenience
which the latter accepted.

Pakistan keen to benefit from
Brazilian experience in agriculture
sector: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif expressed Pakistan's keenness
in benefiting from the Brazilian expe-
rience of using modern technology in
the agriculture sector. 

PM Shehbaz met Brazilian
President LuizInácio Lula da Silva
here on the sidelines of Summit for
New Global Financing Pact. The
prime minister appreciated Brazil's
cooperation in defence and other sec-
tors. 

The two leaders expressed satis-
faction over the level of bilateral
cooperation at multilateral forums.
They also agreed to promote and
expand the bilateral cooperation,
besides working in close coordination
to explore new potentials of coopera-
tion in all sectors of mutual interests.
The Brazilian president conveyed his
best wishes to the prime minister and
the people of Pakistan.

IsDB's partnership to help
Pakistan's flood-hit people rebuild
lives: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said that the Islamic Development
Bank's beneficial partnership with
Pakistan would go a long way in

helping the flood-hit people of the
country to rebuild their lives and
livelihoods.

The prime minister, in a meeting
with IsDB President Dr. Muhammad
Al Jasser on the sidelines of New
Global Financial Pact Summit being
held in Paris, said the Institution's
support would support the sustainable
development objectives of the gov-
ernment. The long-standing coopera-
tion and engagement between
Pakistan and IsDB was discussed
during the meeting.

The prime minister and IsDB pres-
ident took stock of the progress on
various ongoing projects and
exchanged views on new avenues of
collaboration. The prime minister
thanked Dr. Al Jasser on behalf of the
government and people of Pakistan
for IsDB's participation in the
International Conference on Climate
Resilient Pakistan held in Geneva on
January 9, 2023.

He lauded IsDB's announcement at
that Conference to provide USD 4.2
billion in support of Pakistan's post
floods recovery. The prime minister
acknowledged the personal contribu-
tion and leadership role of Dr. Al
Jasser in galvanising this huge vol-
ume of financial support.

The prime minister briefed Dr. Al
Jasser on the recently formed Special
Investment Facilitation Council to

streamline foreign investments in the
country and provide a one-window
solution to address all concerns of
foreign investors. He also renewed
the invitation to the President of IsDB
to visit Pakistan at his earliest con-
venience.

Pakistan, Germany agree to
enhance cooperation in trade,
investment: Pakistan and Germany
agreed to enhance bilateral coopera-
tion in multiple fields, including
trade, investment and energy.

The bilateral ties were discussed in
a meeting between Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, here on the
sidelines of New Global Financing
Pact Summit. The prime minister
thanked Germany for its support to
the flood-hit people of Pakistan,
besides providing an economic sup-
port of 163 million euros to the coun-
try.

The prime minister said the addi-
tional 27 million euros for the
Benazir Income Support Programme
were spent for the assistance to the
flood victims and provision of food to
them. Lauding the development
model of Germany, he said the
progress achieved by the country was
an inspiration for the developing
countries. "I am personally impressed
by the development of Germany as a
country and the hard work and

resilience of the German nation," he
added. 

Prime Minister Shehbaz expressed
the hope that Germany would raise
the voice of developing world on the
issues like climate change and finan-
cial stress. He said releasing the eco-
nomic burden from the developing
states would help uplifting their peo-
ple.

The prime minister appreciated the
services of German firms and non-
governmental organizations operat-
ing in Pakistan. Expressing his pleas-
ure to meet the prime minister, the
German chancellor conveyed good
wishes for the government and the
people of Pakistan.

PM urges international community
to deliver commitments made at
COP27: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday urged the interna-
tional community to deliver the com-
mitments made at COP 27 in Sharm
al-Sheikh and also operationalize
Loss and Damage Fund on the princi-
ple of equity. 

"The international community
should deliver on the commitments
they made at COP 27 in Sharm al-
Sheikh, including the operationaliza-
tion of Loss and Damage Fund on the
principle of equity; provision of
grants that don't increase the indebt-
edness of developing countries;
enabling climate-vulnerable countries

to access the Fund on the basis of a
climate vulnerability index," he said
in a tweet. He said that as part of his
interactions during the Summit for a
New Global Financing Pact, he drew
world leaders' attention to the exoge-
nous shocks that created the poly-cri-
sis for developing countries like
Pakistan. 

These shocks, he said resulted in
stalling growth, supply chain disrup-
tions caused commodity prices to
soar, leading to back-breaking infla-
tion and then extreme weather events
precipitated unprecedented floods
that cost Pakistan $30 billion in loss-
es. "The inability to bridge the financ-
ing gaps to achieve Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) coupled
with the cost of realizing climate
goals is inflicting a heavy cost on the
world, running into trillions of dollars
annually," he added. 

The prime minister said the world
should use present economic and cli-
mate turbulence as an opportunity for
course correction. The starting point
could be rethinking the global finan-
cial architecture where IFIs design
their programs to be pro-growth and
aligned with SDGs and climate jus-
tice goals. "The world faces a
moment of truth. Let us all vow to
rise to the challenge hand in hand in a
spirit of solidarity and compassion,"
he added.

PM, EU Commission President discuss coop in diverse areas

PHC orders to
stop smuggling

of sacrificial
animals

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprising of
Justice Shakeel Ahmad and
Justice Waqar Ahmad
ordered to stop smuggling of
sacrificial animals to
Afghanistan and directed to
submit reply till 27th June,
on Friday.

Peshawar Bar Association
(PBA) president Ishfaq
Khalil Advocate filed Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) writ
seeking to stop smuggling of
sacrificial animals to
Afghanistan.

PBA counsel Yasir
Khattak Advocate argued
that smuggling of sacrificial
animals from Peshawar and
adjacent areas are carrying to
district Khyber in wake of
Eid-ul-Azha. The counsel
further argued that earlier
PHC and government has
imposed ban in this regard
which has controlled the
prices of animals in the
province.

On the other hand, the
people facing stress to per-
form sacrifices due to high
inflation and devaluation of
rupee which is also caused
due to smuggling, the coun-
sel argued. The counsel
added that sacrificial animals
are smuggling to
Afghanistan in different
ways which has created fear
among people that it would
cause further hike in the
price of animals as Eid-ul-
Azha approaching closely
and requested to direct gov-
ernment to stop smuggling.

The counsel Yasir
Advocate requested for
detailed judgement which
will ensure curtaining of
such act in future while
PHC has ordered respon-
dents to stop smuggling of
sacrificial animals and
directed to submit reply till
27th June after initial argu-
ments. However, PBA has
made provincial govern-
ment, Inspector General of
Police, Commissioner
Peshawar, Deputy
Commissioner Khyber and
Secretary Livestock Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as respon-
dents in PIL petition.

‘Ready to
sign charter

of economy’,
says Zardari

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Co-Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) and former president
Asif Ali Zardari has termed
the charter of economy as
need of the hour. Speaking
during a meeting with
industrialists in Lahore on
Friday, he underscored the
nation's potential and
dubbed the country as a
"golden basket". The nation
has been blessed with an
abundance of resources by
Allah Almighty, he added.

Asif Zardari said that he
was willing to sign the
charter of economy and
investors were becoming
uneasy and moving their
money abroad. "I have
reviewed the exports of
Bangladesh. Bangladesh is
a buyer of Indian prod-
ucts," Zardari stated. The
former president stated that
"made in Bangladesh"
labels have been applied to
Indian fabrics in
Bangladesh.

He asserted the coun-
try's commerce must
receive urgent attention in
order to boost the economy
since he thought the entire
world was facing inflation.
By encouraging trade, he
continued, "the economy
of the nation can be sta-
bilised." 

Rahim named
as Interim
CG Dubai

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Office of Pakistan nominat-
ed Deputy Counselor
General Rahim Ullah Wazir
has as Interim Counselor
General of Dubai and
Northern Emirates, on
Friday.

The nominee has sev-
ered as Deputy Chief of
Protocol at Peshawar Camp
Office of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs as well
work as First Secretary in
Kabul's Embassy.

Interim Counselor
General Rahim Ullah
Wazir has great expertise
in Foreign Affairs as well
as attracted foreigners for
tourism in Pakistan.
Rahim Ullah Wazir will
secure national interests
with enthusiasm due to his
potential as Foreign
Affairs expert on his new
position.
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