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PTI leader arrested

LAHORE (INP): Lahore police arrest-
ed Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Nishtar Town senior vice president
Asif Jutt in a morning raid on his
house in Township on Friday. The
police took Asif Jutt to the Township
police station. His family claimed that
the police did not have an arrest war-
rant for the arrest of Asif Jutt. “The
arrest of workers on political grounds
is not good.

Two shot dead in Tank
F.P. Report

TANK: Ex Nazim Habibullah Mehsud,
brother of former Inspector General
Police (IGP) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Salahuddin Mehsud was shot-dead by
unknown gunmen here Friday.
According to police, Habibullah
Mehsud was going to his village from
Tank city when his vehicle was
ambushed by unknown gunmen near
Pathrail village.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo with Beat Reporters.

KARACHI (Agencies):
Remittances to Pakistan
have dropped by 19.3%
year-on-year to $2 billion in
the first month of the current
fiscal year, according to data
released by the central bank
on Thursday.

Meanwhile, the remit-
tance inflows have also wit-
nessed a reduction of 7.3%
on a month-on-month basis,
The News reported. The
country, in July, received
$2.2 billion in remittances
from Pakistanis living
abroad. Last month, the
remittance inflow was
mainly sourced from Saudi
Arabia ($486.7 million),
United Arab Emirates
($315.1 million), the United
Kingdom ($305.7 million),
and the United States of
America ($238.1 million),
respectively.

Analysts said they
expected a decline in remit-
tances in July, while was
likely to see more inflow
following  Eid ul Adha in
June, as Pakistani expatri-
ates sent more cash home to
buy sacrificial animals.
Additionally, it appears that
remittance inflows were
switched to the grey market
because the exchange rate
for dollars there was better.

“In my view as this was the
month after Eid ul Adha,
therefore flows were dry.
Some Pakistanis are using
unofficial channels for the
transfer of money,” said
Samiullah Tariq, the head of
research at Pak-Kuwait
Investment Company.

“Persistent devaluation is
discouraging investment by
overseas Pakistanis,” Tariq
added.  The release of the
remittances statistics came
after the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) last
month approved a new $3
billion bailout for the falter-
ing economy of the nation,
which was dangerously near
to defaulting on its debt. The
governor of the State Bank
of Pakistan, Jameel Ahmad,
at the monetary policy brief-
ing last month said that the
SBP is making sure it will
abide by the requirement
that the average difference
between the interbank and
open market exchange rate
does not exceed 1.25%, as
well as any other conditions
outlined in the agreement
with the IMF.

“The level to which the
remittances have dropped is
worrisome. There is certain-
ly an element of grey chan-
nels offering higher rates,”

said Fahad Rauf, the head of
research at Ismail Iqbal
Securities. “SBP has also
proposed certain changes in
incentive schemes to attract
more remittances like
increasing the reimburse-
ment rate to Saudi Riyal
30/$100 which is a 50%
increase,” Rauf said, He
believes the SBP's efforts
and the narrow gap between
the official US dollar rate
and grey channels would be
critical in determining
remittances trajectory.

The SBP, in its latest
monetary policy statement,
expects the current account
deficit to be in the range of
0.5 to 1.5% of gross domes-
tic product in fiscal year
2024. This assessment takes
into account the impact of
evolving domestic and glob-
al economic conditions.
The SBP expects that the
current outlook for global
commodity prices along
with moderate domestic
economic recovery will
keep the imports range-
bound. 

“On the financing side,
the prospects of multilateral
and bilateral inflows have
considerably improved after
the IMF stand-by arrange-
ment,” it said.

Pak’s remittances drop
by 19% to $2b in July

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Chief Minister,
Muhammad Azam Khan here Friday
stressed on public servants to work
tirelessly for resolution of people’s
problems and their welfare.

Addressing the completion of 33rd
Senior Management Course (SMC)
ceremony as a chief guest here at
National Institute of Management
(NIM), the caretaker chief minister
said that great responsibilities rest on
public servants by adopting highest
standards of professionalism, man-
agement skills and work with utmost
dedication imperative for swift reso-
lution of people’s problems and wel-
fare of masses.

Congratulating the 34 passed out
officers of the SMC, the chief minis-
ter said that public servants and offi-
cers could not afford leniency in dis-
pensation of official duties. He direct-
ed them to decide cases swiftly on
merit and treat general public polite-
ly.

He said Pakistan had been created

after a lot of sacrifices by our forefa-
thers and the country’s problems
could be addressed by taking guid-
ance from the teachings of the father
of the nation, Quaid e Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. He said
Pakistan could achieve all heights of
success if the entire nation strictly
acts on the guiding principles of
unity, faith and discipline of the great
Quaid.

The Chief Minister said the civil
servants must rise above political and
ethnic affiliations for effective imple-
mentation of the constitution, rule of
law and achievement of economic
development goals. He said civil ser-
vants should modify their attitudes,
skills and knowledge to tackle the
modern management challenges,
peoples issues and ensure good gov-

ernance.
Later, certificates were distributed

among the officers upon successful
completion of the course. The chief
minister laid foundation stones of dif-
ferent projects in the institute and
planted sapling. The chief minister
handed Rs50 million cheque for dif-
ferent development projects to NIM
authorities.

Besides others, the function was
attended by Director General NIM
Captain Retd Usman Gul, Chief
Instructor Tariq Bakhtair, Lt Gen
Retd Mumtaz Gul and senior offi-
cials of NIM, Peshawar. Upon
arrival, the caretaker chief Azam
Khan was welcomed by the Director
General NIM, Captain Retd Usman
Gul and other senior officers of the
institute.

KP CM stresses on civil servants to
work tirelessly for people’s welfare

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
In a unanimous verdict on
Friday, the apex court ruled
that the Supreme Court
(Review of Judgments and
Orders) Act 2023 was
"unconstitutional", damp-
ening the hopes of ex-PM
Nawaz Sharif and Jahangir
Tareen who were seeking to
challenge their lifetime dis-
qualifications.

Both Nawaz and Tareen
were disqualified under
Article 62 of the
Constitution by the SC. Had
the verdict today been in
favour of the petitions, both
leaders would have gotten
an opportunity to challenge
their disqualifications,
keeping in view their politi-
cal ambitions amid the
upcoming general elections
in the country following the
completion of the tenure of
the National Assembly.

A three-member bench
of the apex court headed by
Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial and comprising
Justice Ijazul Ahsan and
Justice Munib Akhtar had
heard multiple petitions
challenging the law, enacted
in late May. Ghulam
Mohiuddin, Zaman Khan
Vardak, the Jurists
Foundation, through its
CEO Riaz Hanif Rahi, and
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) had challenged
the vires of the act.

Attorney General for
Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor
Usman Awan had asked the
court — during earlier hear-
ings of the case — to dis-
miss the pleas, explaining
that it broadens the court's
jurisdiction and does not
curb its powers. However,
PTI lawyer Ali Zafar, on
behalf of the party's
Secretary General Omar
Ayub, had maintained that a

change in the apex's powers
could not be made through
legislation alone and
required a constitutional
amendment.

On June 19 after six
hearings — from June 7 to
June 19 — the bench
reserved its verdict. The
CJP today read out the deci-
sion in the presence of the
AGP, petitioners, and a
large number of lawyers.
"The Supreme Court
Review Act is against the
Constitution," CJP Bandial
said, adding that the verdict
was passed unanimously. 

The detailed 87-page
long order struck down the
Act as null and void and of
no legal consequence. It
said the Act is "repugnant to
and ultra vires the
Constitution [...] being
beyond the legislative com-
petence of the Parliament."
Addressing the questions
surrounding the maintain-
ability of the petitions, the
order stated: "Article 184 of
the 1973 Constitution con-
fers original jurisdiction on
the Supreme Court."

It further pointed out that
"since the independence of
the judiciary is a recognized
salient feature of the 1973
Constitution and provisions
of the 2023 Act prima facie
appear to affect such inde-
pendence, the instant
Petitions raise questions of
public importance within
the contemplation of Article
184(3)of the Constitution."
"Further, any intrusion by
any organ of the State in the
independence of judiciary
affects every citizen of the
country and is therefore a
question of great public
importance," it added.
Moreover, the order said
that the argument raised to
the effect that the petition-

ers ought to have
approached the high court
under Article 199, was
"misconceived".

"This court has the
unique constitutional man-
date under Article 184(3) to
directly entertain matters
related to enforcement of
fundamental rights which
raise questions of public
importance," the order said.
The order added that ques-
tions of public importance
concerning the enforcement
of fundamental rights can
directly be raised by the
Supreme Court.

Adding that the protec-
tion of fundamental rights
was a duty of the judiciary,
the order stated: "The 2023
Act is an intrusion in the
basic and fundamental fea-
ture of the Constitution
namely the independence of
the judiciary directly and
undisputedly affects funda-
mental rights of citizens."
The order also brushed
aside the AGP's argument
that no appeal or review is
available against a judg-
ment or order passed by this
Court under Article 184(3),
and the 2023 Act addressed
such "mischief". Terming
this argument "flawed", the
order stated that consider-
ing the process followed by
the court in passing such
orders, "nothing was farther
than the truth."

The order further stated:
"Parliament cannot legislate
regarding any matter relat-
ing to jurisdiction and pow-
ers of the Supreme Court."
Moreover, the bench in its
order contended that "any
legislation ... under the garb
of "enlargement of [the]
jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court", is indisputably an
intrusion in the independ-
ence of the judiciary."

SC strikes down review
of judgements law

KARACHI (Agencies): Sindh Governor
Kamran Tessori on Friday signed the sum-
mary moved by Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah for the dissolution of the provincial
assembly just a day before the completion
of its five years constitutional term. 

“The summary of dissolution of Sindh
Provincial Assembly has been signed,” the
governor tweeted. After the dissolution of
the PA, the Sindh cabinet has also been
dissolved while CM Murad will continue
holding his post till a caretaker successor
is not appointed. While confirming the
development, Karachi Mayor Murtaza
Wahab took to X — formerly known as
Twitter — said the Sindh governor has dis-
solved the provincial assembly on the
advice of the chief minister. “[The] sum-
mary has been approved & notification is
being issued shortly.”

It is pertinent to mention here that the
first session of the provincial assembly
was held on August 13, 2018, and its five-
year constitution term will end on August
12, 2023 (today). “The Sindh CM has
signed the summary for dissolution of the
provincial assembly and left for the
Governor House [for his assent],” accord-
ing to official sources.

Consultations between the ruling
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and opposi-
tion parties over the appointment of a care-
taker chief minister are currently under-
way. The well-informed sources said that
the ruling party of Sindh is mulling to pro-
pose the name of Justice (retd) Maqbool
Baqar for the slot of interim CM. 

Earlier, reports about appointing
Mumtaz Ali Shah as the caretaker chief
executive were also surfaced in the media.
However, the opposition had floated the
names of Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui and
Younus Dagha for the slot. During a con-
sultative meeting, the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) and Grand
Democratic Alliance (GDA) had discussed
the name of Dr Safdar Ali Abbasi for the
coveted slot.

Once the provincial assembly is dis-
solved, the government will require a care-
taker setup, irrespective of whether or not
the governor approves the summary
undersigned by the chief minister. The

assembly will stand dissolved in the next
48 hours as per the Constitution even if the
governor does not approve it.

Contrary to the practice in other coun-
tries, the Constitution of Pakistan stipu-
lates that a caretaker government will have
to be sworn in till a new government is
elected by the people. Article 224 of the
Constitution explains the process of
appointment of a caretaker government at
the centre and provinces. Until the forma-
tion of a caretaker government, Murad
will continue his duties as the CM albeit
for a few days.

It is only incumbent Sindh Assembly
Speaker Agha Siraj Durrani, out of all
elected representatives, who will hold his
position until the newly-elected lawmak-
ers take an oath and elect his replacement.
For the formation of a caretaker govern-
ment, CM Murad will write to the leader
of the opposition in the Sindh Assembly,
within 48 hours of the dissolution of the
assembly, seeking three names for the
caretaker chief minister and will suggest
three names himself. If an impasse,
between the two leaders, lasts for three
days, then the speaker will form a commit-
tee comprising six members of the outgo-
ing assembly with equal representation
from the treasury and the opposition.

To the committee, the CM and the
leader of the opposition will forward two
nominees each. The committee then will
have three days to evolve consensus on
one name. If that fails as well then the
names of the nominees will be referred to
the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) for a final decision within two days.
The selected nominee will perform his/her
duties as the interim CM until the forma-
tion of a new government in the province.
The caretaker chief executive also has the
power to induct his own cabinet.
Following the placement of a caretaker
chief minister, the ECP is bound to carry
out general elections in the province with-
in 90 days. The electoral body can hold
polls within 22 to 45 days because consti-
tutionally it requires at least 22 days to
scrutinise the nomination papers of the
candidates. The candidates will be given
29 to 30 days to run the election campaign.

Sindh PA dissolved as
governor signs summary

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday expressed
the hope that the decision on name of
caretaker prime minister would be
finalised by Saturday.

The prime minister, in a farewell
interaction with the PM beat reporters
here, said he would meet the heads of
coalition parties on Friday night to
discuss the matter which would fol-
low his meeting with Leader of the
Opposition Raja Riaz on Friday or
Saturday.

He explained that in case of their
inability to evolve consensus on a
single name, the matter would be
referred to the parliamentary commit-
tee with a mandate to dispose it of
within three days. In case of no agree-
ment at that committee level, the mat-
ter would be taken up by the Election
Commission who would have to take
the final decision within two days.

Responding to a question about the
letter written by President Arif Alvi to
him and the opposition leader to
finalise the name by August 12, the
prime minister said the procedure
was very clear in the constitution. He
said the 16 months of his stint were
the most difficult time of his 38-year
political career. However, consequent
to the teamwork and efforts of all the
stakeholders made the government
achieve success on different fronts.

He said the government machinery
worked round the clock during the
floods and Rs100 billion was dis-
bursed by the previous government,
besides the ones distributed by the
provinces and the relevant depart-
ments. He said the agreement with
the IMF was a great challenge that
was surmounted by the team's efforts
otherwise, the country could have
faced chaos.

Recounting his government's suc-
cess at the diplomatic front, the prime

minister said they had improved the
ties with friendly countries which
were strained during the previous
government through baseless allega-
tions. He said the inflation had
touched 12.55 which was just 3.5%
during the Nawaz Sharif's tenure.

He said the government had to
spend $2 billion to import wheat fol-
lowing the reduced production.
Without naming the news story about
the cipher, the prime minister said,
"What happened yesterday has
exposed everything." He said the oil
prices were not in the government's
control; however, they passed on the
impact whenever there was any
decline. He told the newsmen that the
government had put in place a mech-
anism in the form of Special
Investment Facilitation Council
which was a vision for country's
progress and prosperity.

Meanwhlile, the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also said there was no
restriction on Pakistan Muslim
League-N supremo Nawaz Sharif to
contest the election as he had com-
pleted his five-year disqualification
period.

“As far as Nawaz Sharif is con-
cerned, that law is in the field now
under which the maximum disqualifi-
cation period is five years. There is
no restriction on Nawaz Sharif as he
has completed his five-year disquali-
fication,” the prime minister said in
an interview with a private television
channel (Samaa News). He said the
new law promulgated by the
Parliament had overwritten the previ-
ous law which the Supreme Court has
not yet annulled.

“Inshallah, I am sure that he will
return by next month… He will face
the law. The nation will receive him
warmly… He will run the election
campaign and all of us will be with
him,” he stated. Commenting about
the Supreme Court’s decision on the

Supreme Court (Review of
Judgments and Orders) Act 2023, the
prime minister said the legislature
had all the powers of lawmaking.

“This is the first time in the histo-
ry. I have not seen it happening any-
where in the world that legislation is
stopped in anticipation,” he remarked
and said the legislation was the job of
Parliament, not the Supreme Court.
Regarding the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf chief, he said the court would
decide his fate as he had no role in
that regard. However, he said the
NAB-Niazi nexus victimised him and
his family, Nawaz Sharif and his
daughter, and sister of Asif Ali
Zardari when they were also denied
bail.

Contrarily, the PTI government
obtained stay orders in the cases of
the BRT (Bus Rapid Transit), wheat
and sugar scandals. He told the inter-
viewer that inflation touched 12.5%
during the previous government
which stood at just 3.5% during
Nawaz Sharif’s tenure. Prime
Minister Shehbaz said his govern-
ment reduced oil prices based on
international rates after regular
reviews, but had to increase them due
to global market fluctuations.

He said the government spent Rs
40-50 billion for distributing free
flour during Ramazan to support the
poor. Additionally, it also provided
cross-subsidy to those consuming up
to 200 units of electricity per month.
However, he said, it was unrealistic to
expect economic growth amidst inci-
dents like the one on May 9, which
was treason against Pakistan, the
Pakistan Army, and the Chief of the
Army Staff.” To a question, he said
the controversy over the appointment
of the army chief was not a positive
tradition. In other countries, such
appointments were not publicized.

Decision on caretaker
PM likely today

PM says no restriction on Nawaz after
completing 5-year disqualification

Nawaz
returns to

London after
Europe tour

LONDON (Agencies):
Former prime minister
and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif
returned to London on
Thursday after concluding
his tour of Europe. Nawaz
Sharif had left London for
Dubai on June 24 where
he held important meet-
ings with top leadership of
his party. Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and co-chairman
Asif Ali Zardari also held
meeting with Nawaz
Sharif in Dubai.

The PML-N leader left
for Italy from Dubai on
July 28. He also visited
Switzerland and Germany
after completing his visit to
Italy. According to sources,
Nawaz Sharif is expected
to meet several political
figures at his London resi-
dence in the next few days.
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif along with other top
PML-N leaders will also
travel to London to meet
Nawaz Sharif. Sources also
informed that Nawaz Sharif
will return to Pakistan next
month.

PHC orders
submission
of record in
3MPO arrest

Humayun Khan 

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprising of
Justice Fazal Subhan and
Justice Shahid Khan directed
submission of record regard-
ing arrest of former Federal
Minister Murad Saeed father
under section 3 of
Maintenance of Public order
(3MPO), on Friday.

The counsel for petitioner
Alam Khan Adenzai advo-
cate argued that Saeed Khan
father of former federal min-
ister was arrested under
3MPO on 5th August despite
his apolitical role in the fam-
ily for political victimization.

The counsel argued that
court ordered competent
authorities for submission of
record in this regard but no
veil which has caused delay
in court proceedings.
However, Justice Fazal
Subhan observed that it is last
chance for submission of
reply otherwise court will
decide the case on next hear-
ing fixed on 15th August.

Meanwhile, PHC has
redirected government to
provide record of cases regis-
tered against former Member
National Assembly Mujahid
Ali Khan till 15th August and
adjourned further hearing.
The counsel for petitioner
Alam Khan Adenzai and
Shah Faisal Ottmankhel
advocates requested for pro-
vision of record while added
that former MNA wants to
appear before court but it is
fear of his arrest by police.

The counsel argued that
on previous hearing court has
ordered submission of record
but to no veil. However,
Additional Advocate General
Danyal Asad Chamkani
informed that comments had
submitted before PHC last
day. Although, PHC
observed that reply isn't
available on court's file while
redirected submission of
record and adjourned further
hearing till 15th August.

Health of
PM’s wife
worsens

LAHORE (INP): Health of
First Lady Nusrat Shehbaz,
wife of Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, deteriorated at a
Lahore hospital on Friday.

Nusrat Shehbaz has been
under treatment at Ittefaq
Hospital for the last three
days. The prime minister has
arrived in Lahore from
Islamabad on an emergency
basis to visit Nusrat Shehbaz.
The two sons of the prime
minister, Hamza Shehbaz
and Suleiman Shehbaz, are
also present in the hospital.

Two terrorists
killed in Kech

operation
F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Security
Forces conducted a success-
ful intelligence based opera-
tion against terrorists in
Mazaband Range area of
District Kech, Balochistan on
10-11 August 2023. 

During the operation, 2x
terrorists were sent to hell
and 1x terrorist got injured
besides recovery of a large
cache of arms and ammuni-
tion. The killed Terrorists
were involved in targeting of
innocent civilians and law
enforcement agencies.
Security Forces of Pakistan
remain committed towards
eliminating menace of terror-
ism and thwart nefarious
designs of the enemies of
Pakistan at all costs.

(Continued on Back Page)
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F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Red Crescent is
proud to announce its
innovative strategy aimed
at delivering vital human-
itarian services to the trib-
al districts. Under this
new approach, assistance
will be provided exclu-
sively based on the
assessed needs within all
tribal districts.

A pivotal joint meeting
took place between
Chairman of the Pakistan
Red Crescent, Sardar
Shahid Ahmed Laghari,
and Chairman of the
Pakistan Red Crescent
Merged Districts, Imran
Khan Wazir. During this
meeting, both leaders
engaged in comprehensive
discussions about the
ongoing initiatives carried

out under the auspices of
the Red Crescent branch
within the merged tribal
areas. One notable devel-
opment highlighted by
Imran Wazir was the suc-
cessful administration of
vaccinations at 10 primary
centers in the Wazir sub-
division, along with rota-
tion immunization in
union councils.

Sardar Shahid Ahmad
Laghari affirmed that the
Red Crescent's commit-
ment to providing relief
and rehabilitation services
would be amplified within
the tribal districts and
across the nation. He
emphasized the organiza-
tion's dedication to
responding to critical situa-
tions based on assessed
needs. This approach is set
to ensure the most effective
allocation of resources to

aid affected communities.
Furthermore, the meeting
concluded with a mutual
decision to strengthen the
Red Crescent's presence in
the tribal districts. An inte-
grated strategy will be for-
mulated and implemented
to ensure the organization's
humanitarian mission is
carried out with even
greater efficiency and
impact. To commemorate
this alliance, commemora-
tive shields were
exchanged as a symbol of
solidarity and collaboration
between the two leaders.

In a gesture of mutual
respect and support,
Minister Imran Khan
extended an invitation to
Central Chairman Sardar
Shahid Ahmad Laghari to
visit the Merged Areas
Headquarters and witness
firsthand the progress of
the Red Crescent's 
initiatives.

The Pakistan Red
Crescent remains unwa-
vering in its commitment
to alleviating suffering
and ensuring the welfare
of the nation's most vul-
nerable communities. 

This new strategy sig-
nifies a landmark step
towards more targeted,
effective, and timely
humanitarian assistance in
the tribal districts 
and beyond.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah
presiding over his farewell cabinet
meeting at CM House said that he,
his cabinet members, and all the
MPAs of his party were going back
to the people with dignity and
respect because they stood by
them at a difficult time and served
them to the best of their abilities. 

The meeting was attended by all
the ministers, advisors, special
assistants, coordinators, Chief
Secretary Sohail Rajput, PSCM
Fayaz Jatoi, Secretary Finance
Hassan Naqvi, and others.

He said that at the start of his
government tenure in 2018, the
federal government [PTI] was not
ready to cooperate and tried to
destabilize the PPP government in
Sindh. He further said that under
the guidance of former President
Asif Zardari and PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, he kept
serving our people steadfastly.  

Murad Shah said that conspira-
cies from the federal government
were still in progress when the
fatal pandemic - COVId-19 hit
hard. “It created a wave of fear
and insecurity among the people,”
he said and added that his govern-

ment took concrete steps to face
the situation and save the people.

He said that the province was
still surviving the COVID losses
when the floods of 2022 swept
almost across the province. “I had
almost lost hope to drain out such
a deluge of the water but the cabi-
net members, party workers, and
the leadership supported him and
finally the water was disposed of,
and wheat crops were sown,” 
he said.

Murad Shah said that they have
harvested the bumper crop and
achieved more than their require-
ment and now a record cotton crop
is being reaped. “We all - the party
leadership, ministers, advisors,
special assistants, coordinators,
MPAs, and party workers
remained shoulder by shoulder
with the flood-affected people,” he
said and added that the houses
destroyed by the floods were being
reconstructed along with giving
the title of the land to the affected
people. 

Mr Shah said we were going
back to our people with respect,
dignity, and a feeling of] satisfac-
tion that we served the people.  

The chief minister thanked his

cabinet members, Chief Secretary
Sohail Rajput and former chief
secretary Syed Mumtaz Shah for
their support and cooperation. He
also thanked the secretaries, heads
of provincial government institu-
tions, staff of the CM House, and
everyone who worked with him
during his tenure.

The provincial cabinet members
lauded the chief minister for his
performance, his resolute stand to
protect the rights of the people of
Sindh, and his support to them
when they were harassed by the
NAB and other institutions at the
hands of the federal government 
of PTI.   

Every member of the cabinet
paid rich tribute to the chief minis-
ter for his services.

The Cabinet decided to impose
a ban on recruitment, except for
the recruitment process being car-
ried out by the Sindh Public
Service Commission and neces-
sary recruitment in the developed
project launched with the assis-
tance of donor agencies. 

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, the Chief minister posed for a
group photo with his cabinet 
members.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: "11th
August(Minority Day) and
14th August(Independence
Day) were the most important
days for the Minorities in
Pakistan", Dr Ramesh Kumar
Vankwani, Chairman PM's
Taskforce on Gandhara
Tourism and Patron-in-Chief
Pakistan Hindu Council
exprease these views while
signing Memorandum of
Understanding(MOU) cere-
mony between the Pakistan
Hindu Council & the Legal
Aid Society(LAS) at Pakistan
Hindu Hindu Council
Secretariat Karachi today.

Dr. Ramesh Kumar high-
lighting the importance of the
Legal Aid Society(LAS) said
that there were majority of
the non muslim communities
who could not afford justice

or legal aid due to financial
crisis or access to legal team
would be able to get justice
with the help of Legal Aid
Society under the forum of
Pakistan Hindu
Council(PHC). He further
added that the non muslim
communities had been facing
multiple issues of kidnapping
for ransom, forced conver-
sion and other social prob-
lems as faced by the other
communities of the society.

Mr. Vankwani, Chairman
PM's Taskforce on Gandhara
Tourism and Patron-in-Chief
Pakistan Hindu Council fur-
ther said that the term
minorities should be
replaced by the term non-
muslim communities as he
was of the opinion that non
muslims were not inferior in
Pakistan. He said that it was
a myth that white color of

Pakistani Flag consisted of
minorities but it was the
symbol of peace.

The CEO of Legal Aid
Society(LAS) Barrister
Hayya Emaan Zahid also
expressed her gratitude
signing the Memorandum
of Understanding with
Pakistan Hindu Council
that would enable the
deprived communities a
legal forum to highlight
their legal issues. She fur-
ther said that Legal Aid
Society had already been
working in 8 ditricts of
Sindh. The Pakistan Hindu
Council(PHC) was founded
as a non-profit organization
in 2005 and since then had
been working for the wel-
fare of deprived communi-
ties in Pakistan irrespective
of any caste, creed, culture
and religion.

Minorities role in
Pakistan’s progress

undeniable: PPP
LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
People's Party (PPP) Central
Punjab Acting President
Rana Farooq Saeed has
emphasized that denying the
role of minorities in
Pakistan's progress and
well-being is not an option.
In a message on National
Minorities Day, he stated
that the Constitution 1973
guarantees equal rights to all
minorities. He highlighted
that minorities possess the
same rights as other
Pakistanis. He noted that the
PPP actively safeguarded
the rights of minorities con-
stitutionally and that the
state was responsible for
ensuring equal rights and
religious freedom for all cit-
izens. Rana Farooq Saeed
praised the establishment of
the Ministry of Minority
Affairs as a significant step
taken by the PPP.

LDA demolishes
illegal structures

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Development
Authority (LDA) on Friday
demolished several illegal
constructions in an opera-
tion against unlawful com-
mercial usage in Avenue I
and Jubilee Town.

On directions of Lahore
Commissioner and LDA
DG Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, the operation
was conducted by Director
Town Planning Fayyaz
Ali, under the supervision
of Additional DG Housing
Capt. (R) Shahmir Akbar,
and sealed numerous
properties.

Pakistan Red Crescent
unveils new humanitarian
strategy for Tribal Districts

Minority Day and Independence
Day the most important days for

the Minorities of Pakistan

Cabinet members return to 
people with respect, dignity: CM

KARACHI (APP): Sindh Minister for
Local Government Syed Nasir Hussain
Shah on Friday said that Lyari is the
stronghold of the Pakistan People's Party
(PPP). On the directions of PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and the guidance
of Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, ongoing development projects in
Lyari are being completed rapidly, he said
this while inaugurating Sabzwari Triangle
Park and Wall of Lyari Gate along with
Mayor Karachi Barrister Murtaza Wahab. 

Former Test cricketer Younis Khan,
Hockey Olympian Wasim Feroze, Senator
Yusuf Baloch, PPP leader Nabil Gabol and
other dignitaries were present on the occa-
sion. Minister LG Syed Nasir Hussain
Shah said they were working with full effi-
ciency to solve other problems of Lyari
including sewage and drinking water.   

Sabzwari Triangle Park and Wall of
Lyari Gate is a gift to the people of Lyari

from their elected Govt, he said and con-
gratulated the entire team of Town
Municipal Commissioner Lyari Hamad
Khan Loran. Mayor Karachi Murtaza
Wahab said that only PPP has worked in
Lyari and our party also provides jobs. 

He added that In Lyari, infrastructure is
being improved including road construc-
tion, and sanitation and drainage systems
are being upgraded. 

Murtaza Wahab said the development
of sports in Lyari is among our priorities,
and this is the reason continuous steps are
being taken to settle football, boxing,
karate and other sports fields in Lyari and
a clear example of this is the International
Standard Kukri Ground Sports Complex. 

Chairman Lyari  Chairman Lyari Town
Nasir Karim Baloch and Town Municipal
Commissioner Lyari Hamad Khan, Javed
Naguri, Khalil Hot, and Karamullah
Waqasi also spoke on this occasion.

Lyari is PPP’s stronghold,
development projects being

completed: LG Minister

LAHORE (APP): The
National College of Arts has
arranged a number of activi-
ties to celebrate the 76th
Independence Day in Lahore,
Rawalpindi, and Islamabad.  

According to a press
release on Friday, celebra-
tions have already com-
menced with a plantation
event. The Vice Chancellor

of NCA, senior faculty, and
staff participated in planting
saplings. For an exhibition,
students have started making
artworks, while the NCA
archive department is prepar-
ing preserved and rare photo-
graphs for the exhibition. In
his message, NCA Vice-
Chancellor Prof Dr. Murtaza
Jafari said the purpose of the

events is to raise awareness
among the young generation
about the value of our home-
land and the sacrifices made
by our elders for its inde-
pendence. Keeping the tradi-
tion alive, a grand flag-hoist-
ing ceremony will take place
at NCA on Independence
Day followed by prayers and
the national anthem. 

Independence Day 
celebrations begin at NCA

Financial relief of 
Rs 35m provided by
Punjab Ombudsman

LAHORE (APP): The office
of the Punjab Ombudsman,
taking action on complaints
received at regional offices,
provided relief worth over
Rs35 million through
provincial departments.

The spokesman for the
Punjab Ombudsman said
that scholarship’s amount-
ing to Rs.672,000 were
paid to students on the
direction of the ombuds-
man. Over Rs.1,960,000
under the head of pensions,
over Rs.13 million for
repair and maintenance of
building, Rs.1.7million  for
payments of outstanding
rents, Rs.670,000 as death
grants, Rs.3.6 million for
creation of OSD posts,
Rs.1,375,000 to clear the
pending liabilities of gov-
ernment contractor were
also paid on his orders.

The Ombudsman Office
also ensured reimburse-
ment of Rs.900,000
regarding group insur-
ance, Rs.577,000 pertain-
ing to traveling allowance
and Rs.173,000 to clear
the security deposits of
government contractor.
Encroached land worth
Rs.12 million was cleared
on the direction of the
ombudsman and financial
relief of Rs.309,000 was
also provided to com-
plainants, concluded the
spokesman.

Lost & Found

I
, Muhammad Aamir
Khan S/o Fakhrul
Islam holing CNIC #

16102-8921739-5, am the
legal and rightful owner of
Corolla GLI, model 2010,
bearing registration No.
SJ-958, engine No.
Y218613 and chassis No.
NZE140-2073995 in
Shimmer Green Colour
purchased from Car Palace
Motors, Mardan through
Toyota Motors Sargodha
on 28.10.2010. The origi-
nal invoice no. 90966729
and Sale Certificate No.
0598722 both dated
28.10.2010 issued by
Indus Motor Company
Ltd. have been lost on
23.08.22 in Sheikh
Maltoon Town Mardan.
Finder may please return
these documents to:
Customer Relations, Indus
Motor Company Ltd.,
Plot# NWZ/1/P-1, Port
Qasim Authority, Karachi.
Telephone number (Toll
Free): 0800 111-23.
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PESHAWAR (APP): The National Highway
Authority (NHA) has been working on the
dualization and up-gradation of 83 kilometer
Old Bannu Road in Bannu district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province which is nearing
completion.

An official of NHA told APP on Friday
that the project was part of Indus Highway
and the first package of the project, 40 kilo-
meter Domail-Khurrum portion was awarded
to the Frontier Works Organization (FWO) at
the bid price of Rs 7.132 billion. The work on
the project was started in February 2018 and
so far, about 68.75 percent of physical

progress has been achieved mainly due to
lack of funds availability, the official added.

He said its second package, the 35 km
Khurram-Karpa portion costing Rs 5.927 bil-
lion was awarded to the FWO. Its work was
started in February 2018 and so far about
67.15 percent of physical progress has been
achieved. The third package of Old Bannu
road, 8 kilometer Gaandi Chowk-Sarai
Naurang section was awarded to M/s NCC-
IKAN-HRPL joint venture at the bid price of
Rs 0.718 billion. Work on the package also
started in February 2018 and it has already
been accomplished.

Upgradation of old Bannu
Road nearing completion

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In the first
three days of the polio vac-
cination campaign in high-
risk districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, health work-
ers have administered polio
drops to 1,286,202 chil-
dren. The health depart-
ment has set a target of vac-
cinating more than 2.4 mil-
lion children in these dis-
tricts against the crippling
disease.

According to media
reports, so far, the cam-
paign has been successful
in reaching most children in
the target areas. However,
there have been some cases
of parents refusing to allow
their children to be vacci-

nated. In total, 11,595 par-
ents and guardians have
refused to administer polio
vaccination to their chil-
dren. The highest number
of refusal cases was report-
ed from Bannu (6,086), fol-
lowed by Charsadda (933),
Hangu (200), Kohat (890),
Nowshera (694), North
Waziristan (2,738), Dir
Lower (1), Haripur (25),
Mardan (2), and Swabi
(26).

The health department
said that so far 131,427
children have missed the
vaccination which would
be covered during the fol-
low-up. The department
has also set a target of vac-
cinating more than 800,000
children in Peshawar while

giving IPV shots.
The polio vaccination

campaign is a critical part
of efforts to eradicate the
disease from Pakistan.
Polio is a highly contagious
disease that can cause
paralysis and death. It is
especially dangerous for
children under the age of
five. The polio vaccination
campaign is essential to
protect children from this
devastating disease. The
health department is urging
parents and guardians to
ensure that their children
are vaccinated against
polio. Polio vaccination is
safe and effective. It is the
best way to protect your
child from this deadly dis-
ease.

Over 1.2m children 
vaccinated against polio

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Provi-
ncial Meteorological
Center Peshawar on Friday
predicted that mainly hot,
humid and partly cloudy
weather is expected in most
parts of the province.

However, isolated rain-
thunderstorm associated
with gusty winds is likely
to occur over Abbottabad,
Haripur, Mansehra,
Battagram, Kohistan,
Torghar, Shangla, Chitral,
Upper & Lower Dir, Swat,
Buner, Malakand, Bajaur,
Mohmand, Khyber,
Peshawar, Nowshera,
Charsadda, Mardan, Swabi
and Kohat districts.

During the last 24 hours,
hot, humid and partly
cloudy weather occurred in
most districts of the
province, however rain-
thunderstorm with gusty
winds occurred at scattered
places in Chitral, Upper &
Lower Dir, Swat,
Mansehra, Abbottabad,
Mardan, Peshawar, Buner,
Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber
and Bannu districts.

Rain recorded (in mm):
Kakul 19, Takht Bhai 13,
Buner & Malam Jabba 09
(each), Bannu 08, Pashat
Bajaur 06, Dir & Kalam 04
(each), Timergara, Khaar
Bajaur, Saidu Sharif &
Mamad Gut 03 (each),
Mirkhani & Balakot

01(each), Tirah &
Peshawar (Airport & City)
Trace. The maximum and
minimum temperatures
recorded in centigrade at
different stations of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were
Peshawar City 38/27,
Chitral 36/18, Timergara
37/22, Dir 33/17, Mirkhani
38/15, Kalam 28/09, Drosh
37/22, Saidu Sharif 35/18,
Pattan 38/25, Malam Jabba
23/14, Takht Bhai 37/23,
Kakul 31/18, Balakot
36/23, Parachinar 27/15,
Bannu 41/20, Cherat 32/19,
D.I. Khan 41/27. The high-
est temperature recorded in
the province was 41°c in
Dera Ismail Khan and
Bannu each.

Hot and humid weather
with isolated rain likely

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Amun
Taraqqi Party (ATP) chair-
man Muhammad Faiq Shah
stressed that a consensus
candidate for the position of
caretaker prime minister is
crucial to avoid raising
questions on fair and trans-
parent elections. The ATP
chairman said deadlock on
finalizing the name of inter-
im prime minister should be
removed immediately and
to initiate measures for
holding timely elections
and address issues of infla-
tion-stricken people on pri-
ority grounds.

Shah in a statement here
on Friday said the situation
is going from bad to worse
with each passing. He said

the political polarization
has brought stagnation
everywhere. 

Faiq said democracy val-
ues and culture were
crushed down under feet.
He said laws only passed
for personal interests and
politics but never made leg-
islation for welfare and bet-
ter for the poor masses. 

The party leader noticed
people have compelled on
suicide and starvation
owing the rising price-hike.
He added earning liveli-
hoods for poor families has
not only made it difficult
but impossible.

Shah said the right to live
was snatched from people.
He maintained conspicuous
silence of governments and
local administrations fur-

ther added to miseries of
poor masses. The ATP
chairman said this 16-
month long assembly would
be remembered as 'anti-
democracy and anti-people'.

By making the assembly
a bill-producing factory, he
said the recently past
NA/rulers had passed 121
bills in a day. They put
'innocent workers' behind
the bars, increased the
prices of electricity and
flour as well. He said the
rulers had come to power to
lift people out of poverty
but they did otherwise and
made people's lives miser-
able. In the last week, he
said the rulers not only
exploited the law but also
put their political opponents
in jail.

Early consensus on position
of interim’s PM demanded

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: After a suc-
cessful round of dialogue
between police officers
from the settled areas and
merged districts, the police
in merged areas have
assured to end their boycott
and join the security duties
with the polio teams.

Police sources informed
on Friday that officers of
different ranks from the
merged district held a meet-
ing with IGP KP, Akhtar
Hayat Khan, CCPO,
Ashfaq Anwar and others
and discussed various
issues.

At the meeting police
officers from the merged

districts informed the KP
police chief regarding
issues of service structure,
appointment of children of
the police martyrs in police
force and pension of the
former Khassadar Force of
the merged districts.

The police officers of
the merged districts also
requested the IGP KP to
constitute a committee
for forwarding recom-
mendation regarding
appointments of kin of
the forces’ martyrs and
other issues of police rec-
ommended before the
merger of tribal districts,
to the provincial govern-
ment for action.

The IGP KP on the occa-

sion constituted a commit-
tee under the headship of
Additional Inspector
General Headquarters to
meet the demands of police
of merged districts. He said
the committee would com-
pile the data of the children
of the police martyrs and
send it to the provincial
government for further
action. He said the commit-
tee will also take up other
issues of the force. The IGP
said that steps have been
taken to address the issues
of service structure and
promotions of the merged
areas’ police force adding
that very soon a notification
in this regard would be
issued.

Police of merged
areas end polio

duty boycott

PESHAWAR (APP): Islamia College
Peshawar (ICP), which saw inde-
pendence movement, here Friday
attracted a substantial number of stu-
dents of different educational institu-
tions on occasion of independence
day’s celebrations and paid glowing
tributes to its rich services for
Pakistan.

Impressed by the ICP’s students
historic role in mobilization of
denizens of Khyber Pakthunkhwa for
Pakistan, the students visited differ-
ent sections including Khyber Union,
a debating society of the college
established in pre-partition era and
highly praised its great services in
awakening of people for Pakistan.

Malaika Bibi, Anaya and Ibrahim
Khan, a fifth, 3rd and KG grades and
others students told APP that they
came here to pay tributes to ICP’s
students and faculty members on
occasion of Pakistan’s 76th inde-
pendence day to be celebrated with
great national enthusiasm on August
14.

The students were highly
impressed by its tall beautiful domes,
lush-green lawns and majestic archi-
tecture. Declaring ICP’s identity of
Peshawar, the students said that the
history of the Pakistan Movement
could not be completed without men-
tioning the role of ICP.

Holding a torch of education for
110 years, ICP that was beautifully

illuminated with national flag hoist-
ing, had provided a unique platform
to KP's people to compete with other
communities in education, civil serv-
ice, economy and politics during the
colonial era. Being a beautiful com-
bination of Aligarh Movement of Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan and Deoband
School of Thoughts, ICP is a mere
testimony to the greatness of its
Founder, Nawab Sir Sahibzada
Abdul Qayyum Khan.

“The idea to establish a college
clicked in the minds of Sahibzada
Abdul Qayyum Khan, leader of
Muslim League, and Sir George
Roos-Keppel, the then Chief
Commissioner of NWFP (now KP)
in early 1909 when they met the
Pathan students during their visit to
the Muslim University Aligarh,"
writes ex-principal ICP, Prof G.D.
Khilji in his memoirs. The students
requested them either to construct a
Frontier hostel at Aligarh or a college
may be built for them in then NWFP
(now KP). As a token, the students
raised around sixty rupees and gave
them to Roos Keppel to form a
Frontier Hostel fund or any other
project.

Later, Keppel passed the money
on to Nawab Sahib. It was April 12,
1911 when philanthropists Ghulam
Haider Khan, Habibullah Khan,
Khushal Khan, Sethi Karim Bakhsh
and Sahibzada Abdul Qayyum gath-

ered at the residence of Abdul Karim
Khan Indrabai in Peshawar.

Haji Karim Bakhsh Sethi offered
to build a mosque, Rahim Shah
Kakakhel promised to construct a
hostel and Abdul Karim Khan donat-
ed Rs 10,000, Sethi Karim Bakhsh
Rs.50,000 and Nawab of Dir prom-
ised Rs100,000 for the college fund.'
Later, a 10-member ad-hoc college
committee under the chairmanship of
Colonel Muhammad Aslam Khan
was set up on May 29, 1911 to table
proposals for establishment of the
college.

Leading Khans and Ulema were
invited and seven resolutions includ-
ing one to title the college as 'Darul-
Ulum-i-Islamia Suba-i-Sarhad' were
unanimously passed. A committee
was constituted to select a suitable
site for the college. The proposal of a
college at Wazir Bagh was rejected
by Ross Keppel as he wanted to spare
the place of recreation. Sahibzada
Abdul Qayyum in consultation with
Ross Keppel had selected the exist-
ing place for ICP. On October 1,
1913, ICP was opened with 26 stu-
dents on roll and Sahibzada Khurshid
was the first student who got admis-
sion and later became the Governor
of then NWFP and Tipping (1913-
17) was its first Principal.

“Like students of Aligarh move-
ment who were in the vanguard of
the independence movement in India,

so were the students of Islamia
College, Peshawar for creation of
Pakistan,' said Muhammad Younas
Khan, Chairman, Department of
Pakistan Studies, ICP while talking
to APP. Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah had an immense love for
people of KP, ICP and visited this
college in 1936, 1945 and 1948 as
first Governor General of Pakistan.

In 1945, Quaid e Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah had received
a rousing welcome at ICP where stu-
dents and Muslim Students
Federation (MSF) presented him Rs
8,000 as fund for Pakistan
Movement. “They assured him to
present 8,000 committed educated
workers when he came again to this
great alma-mater.” Younas said, 'KP
people had shown an immense love
for Quaid-i-Azam and that is why
Muslim League secured maximum
seats in the 1946 election and after
that historic victory nobody could
stop the independence movement
from this province.'

'In July 1947 Referendum,
Muslim League clinched landslide
victory in KP by securing over
200,000 votes and its people
announced to become part of
Pakistan,' he said. 'The spirit and
enthusiasm of people was historic
when Quaid e Azam came to
Peshawar as first governor general of
Pakistan on April 12, 1948.

Peshawarities had decorated their
houses, markets, vehicles and
bazaars with national flags looking
festive.

The great Quaid presented glow-
ing tributes to the services of its stu-
dents towards making Pakistan in
these words. 'I am indeed very happy
to be present here today and to have
the privilege of addressing students
of this great Darul Uloom, who are
the future builders of Pakistan.' He
reminded the students, 'we have
achieved the national goal of
Pakistan and now it is our collective
responsibility to work hard in our
respective professions with a high-
level of dedication, commitment and
sincerity to make it one of the great-
est countries of the world.'

He advised students to develop a
sound sense of discipline, character,
solid academic background and
devote themselves towards studies.
'Remember your government is like
your own garden. Your garden flour-
ishes by the way you look after it and
the efforts that you put towards its
improvement. Similarly, your gov-
ernment can only flourish by your
patriotic, honest and constructive
efforts to improve it,' he told students.

Following a gap of one year, the
Government had established
University of Peshawar near ICP in
1949 in line with the Quaid's vision
and later two more universities UET

and Agriculture University were
formed besides Pakistan Forest
Institute. Younas said the great Quaid
also addressed a Grand Tribal Jira at
Governor House, Peshawar on April
17, 1948 and highly praised strong
commitment, patriotism and support
of tribesmen for Pakistan. He laid
great emphasis on education and
social economic development of
tribesmen.

The love of Quaid-i-Azam, who
became an honorary member of
Khyber Union debating society of the
college set up in 1936, can be judged
from his “Will” written on May 30,
1939 in Bombay in which he declared
ICP, Muslim University Aligarh and
Sindh Madrassatul Islam, Karachi as
among the inheritor of his property.
Later, Quaid Trust paid Rs10,811,600
in different installments to ICP and
was spent on construction of Quaid-i-
Azam College of Commerce,
University of Peshawar, construction
of Jinnah residential quarters for
employees, Jinnah College for
Women and newly constructed
Takbeer block at ICP. The college's
clock tower, which now becomes the
pride symbol of Peshawar, has for
long figured on the back of Rs 1000
Currency note. ICP has now attained
a status of a public sector university
where students from kindergarten to
PhD level are quenching their thirst
for education.

ICP’s historic role during Pakistan Movement impresses students

Excise Police
seized 216
kg hashish

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In various
operations, the Excise
Department recovered
216 kg of hashish, 2500
heroin filled tokens, 365
grams of ice and succeed-
ed in arresting 04 drug
smugglers on Friday, says
a spokesman of the
Excise Department
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
here.

The first operation was
conducted by SHO Thana
Excise Mardan wherein
an attempt to smuggle
large quantities of drugs
to Punjab near Motorway
Mardan failed. The
Excise Police also recov-
ered 180000 grams (180
kg) hashish from motor
vehicles.

Another action was
taken by Excise
Intelligence Bureau EIB-
1 in Peshawar and during
operation on Peshawar
Motorway H Gol Chowk
towards Islamabad, 36
kg hashish was recov-
ered. 

After the recovery the
Accused smuggler was
arrested and a case has
been registered with fur-
ther investigation under-
way, the spokesman said.

Likewise, the third
operation was conducted
by the Special Squad
Narcotics Control Wing
with the main operative of
the group that supplied
drugs to the students and
youth of educational
institutions was arrested.

A total of 2500 heroin-
filled tokens recovered
from a drug dealer
named Shah Khalid and
further investigation and
action started against
other accused of the
group. The accused was
smuggling huge amounts
of heroin-laden tokens
from Jamrud to
Peshawar, the Excise
spokesman said. 

In another operation
Excise Police Station
Abbottabad Hazara has
recovered 365 grams of
ice, two suspects arrest-
ed and the action was
taken at Osmanabad
Road Abbottabad with a
case has been registered
in Hazara Excise Police
Station for further
investigation and legal
action.

Governor
distributes

wheelchairs
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Haji
Ghulam Ali here Friday
distributed wheelchairs
among 30 disabled students
of eleven universities of the
province under Prime
Minister’s Electric
Wheelchair Scheme.

The wheelchair distribu-
tion ceremony among oth-
ers was attended by
Chairman Higher
Education Commission,
Professor Mukhtar Ahmad,
Vice Chancellors of various
universities, Secretary
Higher Education, Aneela
Durrani and students.

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, KP Governor praised
courage and spirit of dis-
able students and said that
it is responsibility of each
and every society member
to facilitate them in their
education journey.

He said these girl and
female students should be
granted fee exemption by
universities besides creat-
ing employment opportuni-
ties for them. He said that
provision of electric wheel-
chairs would also instill
and increase confidence in
these students. Haji
Ghulam Ali also praised
dedication and commit-
ment of parents that provid-
ed help to their children
adding it is support of par-
ents that enabled these dis-
able students to overcome
difficulties and challenges
in life. He also highlighted
vision and efforts of Higher
Education Commission to
further improve education
standard and to address
problems of universities.

Tarbela Dam
filled to

maximum level
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The mega
water reservoir of Tarbela
was filled to its maximum
level of 1550 feet above on
Friday, resulting in 5.809
million acre-feet (MAF) of
water in the Dam, which is
a good sign for agriculture
and hydel power genera-
tion in Pakistan in the days
to come.

Tarbela Dam is consid-
ered an iconic project for
the contribution it has been
making towards the devel-
opment of Pakistan by
releasing the stored water
for agriculture and mitigat-
ing floods and providing
low-cost hydel electricity
to the National Grid.

Tarbela Reservoir has a
live water storage capacity
of 5. 809 MAF. Besides
and is the biggest electrici-
ty generating facility in
Pakistan with an installed
capacity of 4888
megawatts (MW), which
will further increase to
6418 MW after the com-
pletion of the Tarbela 5th
Extension Hydropower
Project.

As per the hydrological
data, the water inflow in
Kabul at Nowshehra was
40900 cusecs and outflow
40900 cusecs, at
Khairabad Bridge, the
water inflow was 222700
cusecs and outflow
222700 cusecs, in Jhelum
at Mangla, the inflow was
31500 cusecs and outflow
was 10000 cusecs, in
Chenab at Marala, the
inflow was 83200 cusecs
and outflow was 54300
cusecs.

PESHAWAR: President of Ahle Sunnat Waljamat Maulana Mufti Najeeb Ullah Farooqi distributing
sweets to celebrate passage of Namos-e-Sahaba Bill. — F.P. photo

PESHAWAR: Bishop Hinok Hasmat and others cutting the cake of August
14. — F.P. photo
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Bridegroom kills
three nephews

F.P. Report

MIRAN SHAH: Three
young-age boys were
killed and two others
injured when their uncle
fired at them during his
marriage ceremony in
Chota Dattakhel Barkili
area of North
Waziristan, the other
day. Police said the
accused bridegroom
started indiscriminate
firing on his nephews
during his marriage rit-
uals, killing three of the
children and injuring
two others. The
deceased children aged
from 8 to 14, the police
said. The injured chil-
dren were shifted to
Doaba Hospital, Hangu.
Relatives of the accused
told police that mental
condition of the accused
was not stable.
However, he succeeded
in fleeing the area after
the killing spree. Police
have started a search for
the accused after regis-
tering a case of triple
murder against him.

Marriage hall
sealed

SARGODHA (INP):
The health department
sealed a marriage hall in
Sargodha on Friday
after dengue larvae
were found on its prem-
ises. A team of health
officials conducted a
raid on the marriage
hall, located in the city's
Saddar area, and found
larvae in several con-
tainers of water. The
team also found mos-
quito breeding grounds
in the hall's drains. The
health officials sealed
the hall and registered a
case against the owner,
Muhammad Tariq. They
also advised the people
to take precautionary
measures against
dengue, such as using
mosquito nets and fog-
ging their homes. The
health department has
appealed to the people
to keep their surround-
ings clean and free of
mosquito breeding
grounds. They have also
urged the people to
report any suspected
cases of dengue to the
nearest health facility.

Every citizen
has equal rights

F.P. Report

ATTOCK: Managing
Director Pakistan Bait-
ul-Mal Amir Fida
Paracha has said that all
citizens living in the
country are equally enti-
tled to the fruits of the
state and Quaid-e-
Azam, Muhammad Ali
Jinnah’s Pakistan has to
be a safe country for
minorities. The 1973
Constitution guarantees
equal rights to minori-
ties in Pakistan.
Minorities played a spe-
cial role in the establish-
ment of Pakistan and
their sacrifices cannot be
forgotten. He said Islam
lays special emphasis on
equal and just treatment
of the disadvantaged and
the minorities.  MD
(PBM) Fida Baracha has
acknowledged the role
played by minorities in
the development of
country. He expressed
these views while
addressing by the Sikh
community organized a
function at Gurdwara
Panja Sahib at Hasan
Abdal in attock to pay
homage to the services
and sacrifices rendered
by the religious minori-
ties for the country in
connection with the
National Minorities
Day. On this occasion,
Sardar Ravinder Singh
Jaggi Divisional vice
president of minorities
wing PPP, District
President of People's
Party Sardar Ashar
Hayat Khan, Provincial
Assembly candidate
Sardar Zulfiqar Hayat
Khan, Chaudhry
Iftikhar, Sardar Satnam
Singh, Pal Gul, Sardar
Ondar Singh, Jabran
Masih and others were
also present.  Amir Fida
Paracha speaking on this
occasion said that
People's Party has
always talked about giv-
ing equal rights to the
people living in this
country. Every entitled
person can get medical
treatment up to One
Million per year from
Pakistan Baitul Mal
without any discrimina-
tion.
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NOWSHERA: Small scale
businesses which include
electrician, general store and
household level poultry for-
ms have been established for
the poor and needy people
through provision of required
toolkits, equipments and pou-
ltry birds in remote areas of
Charsadda and Nowshera. 

Qatar Charity strives to
increase people's income

through small businesses at
the local level so that people
can have sustainable liveli-
hoods and live a better life.
During distribution event Mr.
Sajjad Khan, Coordinator
Peshawar KP said that Qatar
Charity is working on vari-
ous development projects
especially in Charsadda,
Nowshera and Peshawar dis-
tricts. He further added that
Qatar Charity will continue
to help deserving families.

Community leaders
thanked Qatar Charity and
donors for the distribution of
packages to deserving small
scale entrepreneurs in remote
areas. Government officials
acknowledged Qatar Char-
ity's efforts in sustainable
livelihood projects, clean
drinking water projects, con-
struction and development of
schools, health, education
and mosques, among other
projects.

Qatar charity
supported 31 individuals

F.P. Report

LAKKI MARWAT: Karak
deputy commissioner
Ahmad Zeb has asked the
officials of his administra-
tion and Food Safety and
Halal Food Authority to
pay frequent visits to the
salt factories and outlets
and seal those units
involved in manufacturing
non-iodised salt.

He issued these direc-
tions while chairing a meet-
ing of district iodine defi-
ciency disorder at his office
on Friday. Among others,
district police officer Sajjad
Ahmad, additional DC
Malik Mehmood Ahmad
and officials of line depart-
ments were in attendance.

Nutrient International
(NI) Salt Iodisation

Programme provincial
chief Sadiq Hussain and
zonal chief Mussawer Atta
briefed the meeting about
the usefulness of iodised
salt. Highlighting the
importance of regular
intake of the commodity,
they said that there was the
dire need to educate people
especially women about the
usefulness of iodised salt.

The experts said that the
use of iodised salt in daily
diet also helped to over-
come various diseases and
disorders in human beings
including goiter, dwarfness,
miscarriages, mental retar-
dation and physical growth.

Declaring iodine defi-
ciency a major public
health problem in the coun-
try, they urged the need for
true implementation of rel-

evant laws regarding pro-
duction and sale of non-
iodised salt. The deputy
commissioner asked the
price magistrates and
FS&HFA officials to initi-
ate stern legal action
against shopkeepers if they
were found involved in
selling non-iodised salt at
their outlets.

The district administra-
tion will approach reli-
gious scholars and clerics
through the district kha-
teeb to seek their help for
mass awareness about the
usefulness of iodised salt”,
he maintained. He also
directed the officials of the
education department to
conduct awareness activi-
ties about the usefulness
of the commodity in
schools.

Frequent visits to
salt factories directed

F.P. Report

CHIRAL: At two people
were killed and another
injured when two motorcy-
cles collided head on in
Sayyed Abad area of Lower
Chitral on Friday.

Rescue 1122 said, infor-
mation regarding collision
of the motorcycles was
received and the team after
reaching the site, shifted
three injured of the mishap
to the DHQ hospital.

It said that two of the
injured died at the hospital
due to their severe wounds.
The injured was later shift-
ed to THQ Hospital Drosh.
The dead belonged to the
Gung area of Lower Chitral,
the rescue officials said.
The bikes collided due to
over speeding on bumpy
road.

NHA to rebuild dam-
aged safety wall in
Chitral: Heavy rains and
floods have caused wide-
spread damage in Chitral,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. A
safety wall that was built to

protect the road and sur-
rounding population from
the ravages of floods has
been damaged. 

According to the media
reports, the wall is located
at Garam Chashma, a dan-
gerous junction on the road.
The NHA has said that the
wall will be rebuilt when
the water level recedes. The
destruction caused by the
floods is extensive. Houses,
cultivated land, and shops
have been damaged. The
road at Garam Chashma is
the only means of commu-
nication for 50,000 people.
Hundreds of students also
travel on this road.

The construction of the
safety wall will protect the
road and the people who
use it. Locals say that the
contractor who built the
Booni road threw huge
stones and debris into the
river. This debris blocked
the course of the Latkoh
river and caused a power
plant to be submerged in
water. The locals are
demanding that protective

walls be built on the road
side towards the river to
ensure the safety of people's
life and property. Chitral is
a tourist district and thou-
sands of tourists come here
every year. The bad condi-
tion of the roads often poses
a danger to tourists.

Two die in 
motorcycles’ collision

F.P. Report

DIR LOWER: Under the
provincial government's
policy "Interaction with
Civil Society", here on
Friday adhering to the
directives of Deputy
Commissioner Dir Lower
Iftikhar Ahmad, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(Relief & Human Rights)
Tariq Hussain hold a meet-
ing regarding “Awareness
Raising Campaign Against
Trafficking in Persons,
Smuggling of Migrants and
Child Protection Concerns”
with District Public
Prosecutor, Wajid Ali,
Child Protection Officer
Muhammad Tayyab.

The District Public
Prosecutor and Child
Protection Officer briefed
the forum regarding provi-
sion of laws. The stakehold-
ers, representatives of the
civil societies shared their
views and suggestions. The
chair directed that for better
cooperation WhatsApp
group may be created and
launch an awareness cam-
paign by quoting the rele-
vant sections of law.

The meeting was also
attended by the District
Officer Social Welfare, rep-
resentatives of District
Youth Officer and police,
Akbar Khan Lala (human

right Activist, Ibrash Pasha
(human right activist), rep-
resentative of DEWA
Organization Asad, repre-
sentative of the bazaar and
hotel unions.

Blind murder case
traced: Two weeks ago,
Balambat police station
traced the blind murder and
arrested the killers.
Important revelations are
expected from the arrested
accused. The reason for the
murder was that Zulf Shah
Hussain wanted to marry
the victim's wife, according
to the details of Balambat
police station. 

In Lower Dir, SP
Investigation Zahoor Khan,
DSP Circle Syed Rahim
Khan, while holding a press
conference along with SHO
Balambat Mehboob Shah,
said that on July 27,
unknown suspects attacked
Usman Khan, son of
Dilawar Khan, at Jim
Dherai Maidan on Odigram
Bypass Killed and escaped
from the incident, on which
the police started investiga-
tion by registering a case on
the complaint . He said that
the deceased Usman Khan
son of Dilawar Khan from
Jam Dherai Maidan, Zulf
Shah Hussain son of Khan
Zareen from Kotkay
Maidan wanted to marry
the wife of the deceased, so

he paid seven lakh rupees. 
Planned the murder of

the deceased Usman Khan
and the alleged accused are
Shahabuddin son of Awl
Khan from Dhand Dher Ala
Dhand District Malakand
Hal District Swabi District
Muhammad Azam son of
Amir Badshah from
Barikot Shringal Dir Bala,
Nader Khan son of Rahim
from Khandar Chapriyal
Matta District Charsadda
and He referred to Jabeen
son of Aminullah fr Jan
Bhatti Brawl Dir Bala
Khush Muqam Rabat
Lower Dir who killed the
deceased Usman Khan for a
few rupees. 100,000 rupees
and the motorcycle and
Suzuki used in the incident
have been recovered, while
the arrest of the accused
Shah Hussain son of Khan
Zarin from Kotkay Maidan
will be ensured soon. The
police officers said that
many important revelations
are expected from the
arrested accused on this
occasion. The police pre-
sented the four arrested
accused before the media
while SP Investigation
Zahoor Khan announced to
award certificates of appre-
ciation and cash prizes to
the police personnel for
their excellent perform-
ance.

Meeting on social
interaction held

F.P. Report

LARKANA: The students
of Chandka Medical
College in Larkana staged a
protest in front of the press
club by the All Students
Federation for the provision
of facilities. Addressing the
protesters on this occasion,
the workers of the student
union Osama Nazir,
Farman Ali Khoso, Saeed
Ahmed Chandio and others
said that the students of the
universities throughout
Sindh are deep in problems,
but the administration there
is different when they raise
their voices. 

They are trying to harass
the students in various
ways and usually the stu-
dents protesting for their
rights are given show-cause
notices, restitution and sus-
pension orders by the
administration, which is a
complete abuse and injus-
tice, he said. Appealing to
the Chief Minister,
Provincial Minister for
Universities and Board and
Secretary including the
attached officers, they said
that harassment of students

in Chandka Medical
College Larkana should be
stopped and the issued
show cause notices, restitu-
tion and suspension orders
should be canceled imme-
diately. By removing the
lack of necessary facilities
to the students, the corrup-
tion of the administration
should be taken notice of so
that the students can contin-
ue their education. 

Meanwhile, the head of
Jamiat Ulema Pakistan and
National Unity Council of
Pakistan, Dr. Abul Khair
Muhammad Zubair, has
said that there is no such
thing as government in
Sindh, lawlessness and
nepotism is going on while
addressing a press confer-
ence in Larkana. 

The general elections are
near in the country, that is
why we are in the form of
delegations, first in Punjab,
then in Balochistan, while
at this time we have
reached Sindh on an orga-
nizational visit, while the
PDMA government has
ended, which government
has imposed on the people
as much as possible. The

atrocities he committed
prove that he was the worst
government in the history
of Pakistan. He further said
that the law and order situ-
ation in Sindh has become
worse due to which people
have been forced to migrate
from Ghotki and Dharki to
such an extent that innocent
children are being kid-
napped for ransom. 

This is not the first time
that a politician has been
incompetent, many politi-
cians have been incompe-
tent before, this is the first
government which was not
following the decisions of
the judiciary. Within the
day, 52 bills have been
passed by the National
Assembly without any rule
regulation, most of the bills
included in them were not
included in the agenda. But
for the reasons that are vis-
ible, the government may
be 90 years old, but we
hope that the caretaker gov-
ernment will be interested
in holding general and
transparent elections while
showing neutrality. We are
in contact with other politi-
cians in this regard.

Students dmand 
provision of facilities

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The action
committee of the
‘Timergara Hospital
Protect Movement” has
demanded of the relevant
authorities to provide it
with all required informa-
tion regarding the facility
as per the Right to
Information (RTI) Act. 

The demand was made
during a press conference
held at the Timergara press
club here the other day.
The committee’s members
Imran Takur of the ANP,
Shuiab Ahmad of the JI,
Shahab Ahmad of the PPP,
Kalimullah and Ziaul Haq
of the PTI, social activist
Akbar Khan and JI Youth
leader Usman complained
that neither the hospital
management nor the dis-
trict administration wanted
to share and provide the
required information to the
committee despite the
lapse of its due period.
They said the committee
would soon move the RTI
commission and the court
as well if the required
information were not pro-
vided soon.

They said that there was
a need for improvement in
the District Headquarters

Hospital Timergara, for
which they needed proper
information. They said the
denial of citizens' right to
information as per the law
reflected the administra-
tion’s apathy. They said that
according to the law, citi-
zens had the right to obtain
correct information regard-
ing the government depart-
ment and its spending.

The committee members
said that an application was
submitted to the District
Headquarters Hospital
Timergara in which infor-
mation regarding human,
physical, financial, techni-
cal resources, management
of the hospital and its serv-
ices were sought. “After the
fixed period of ten days,
more time was requested
but we were not provided
with the information yet”,
Akbar Khan said, adding it
was an irresponsible and
deliberate attempt to devi-
ate from duties. 

He said the committee
then under the Provincial
Government's Human
Rights Protection Act,
2014, submitted an applica-
tion to the Deputy
Commissioner, and it was
brought to his knowledge
that a state institution in his
administration was denying

the right to information. 
The committee members

said that they had the sup-
port of the political elites
and parties of the district as
well as the support of other
socio-political workers in
the district. They demanded
of the concerned authorities
to take notice of the matter
and provide them with all
required information under
the law for the best public
interest as they believed the
DHQ hospital had become
a hub of issues which need-
ed early resolution.

Youth killed: A youth
identified as Samad Khan
20 s/o Arshad Khan was
killed when he sustained
head injury while jumping
into a water pond at the
Osakai hill in the jurisdic-
tion of Ouch police station
here on Friday, residents
said. They said the youth
wanted to take a bath in the
pond and as he jumped into
the pond he was hit by a
hidden rock and died on the
spot.

Meanwhile a 5-year old
child Hashir s/o Jehangir, a
resident of Samarbagh was
electrocuted while playing
with electric wires at home.
The child was taken to the
THQ Samarbagh but was
declared dead.

Implementation of
RTI Act demanded

F.P. Report

CHITRAL: This year, due
to torrential rains, floods in
various rain drains of
Chitral blocked the water
channel in many places,
which caused large-scale
destruction wherein Garam
Chashma is a dangerous
junction on the road, need-
ed to construct a safety wall
to ensure safety to nearby
people.

The construction of the
safety wall is to protect the
road and the surrounding
population from the rav-
ages of floods, but it was
broken due to severe
floods. In the same place,
the river flows on one side,
while the rainwater drain
from above also floods and
causes destruction. This
drain gets so high that the
water reaches the bridge,
badly needing a protective
wall to be constructed.

The protective wall on
the river side that has been
damaged by floods will

also be rebuilt when the
water level recedes, an offi-
cial of the NHA told media
men. The construction of
this protective wall will not
only protect the houses,
cultivated land and shops
on the banks of the river,
but this road of Garam
Chashma will also be saved
from further destruction,
which is the only means of
communication for 50,000
people, besides the univer-
sity on the same road.

Hundreds of male and
female students of Chitral
pass in buses, their lives
will no longer be in danger
after the construction of the
safety wall. The people of
the area are very happy for
the construction of this pro-
tective wall and are thank-
ful to the NHA officials.
Similarly, the students of
Chitral University are also
expressing happiness over
it.

Locals say that during
the construction of the
Booni road, the contractor

had thrown huge stones
and all the debris into the
river, due to which the
Mastuj river blocked the
course of the Latkoh river
at the confluence where the
two rivers meet. Throwing
of the big stones and debris
came in the water of
Mastuj river and settled in
front of Latkoh river and
the water of Latkoh river
collected at this confluence
and the entire power plant
was submerged in water
which is still in ruins and
people are deprived of
electricity.

The local people also
demand to ensure the safety
of people's life and proper-
ty by constructing protec-
tive walls on the road side
towards the river where
there is a weak point. It
should be noted that Chitral
is a tourist district and thou-
sands of tourists come here
every year, but due to the
bad condition of the roads,
these tourists often face dif-
ficulties.

Safety wall near
Garam Chashma

to safe people

Koki Khel
tribe ends
protest in
Jamrud
F.P. Report

JAMRUD: After notifying
the repatriation scheme of
Koki Khel Temporary
Displaced Persons (TDPs)
to their villages in Rajgal,
Tirah Valley, residents of
Jamrud concluded their
agitation at Bab-e-Khyber
last day.

According to the notifi-
cation issued by the Deputy
Commissioner, Khyber
office, the second phase of
safe return of the TDPs to
Rajgal will begin on
September16, 01, 2023 till
October 30, 2023. In the
same way, the third phase
of repatriation will start on
May, 01, 2024 and will
complete on September 30,
2024.

To avoid any inconven-
ience necessary arrange-
ments will be made for the
return of the TDPs, the
notification stated.
Tribesmen of Koki Khel
expressed their delight over
the publicizing of the TDPs
repatriation plan and said
the government accepted
their log lasting demand of
safe return to their homes
in Rajgal, Tirah Valley for
that they had set up 33 days
protest camp at Bab-e-
Khyber. It is important to
say that almost 87218
TDPs will return to their
home towns in the second
and third phase of repatria-
tion to Tirah Valley.

Man held
for raping
7-year girl

CHICHAWATNI (INP):
Police on Friday arrested a
suspected involved in rap-
ing a seven-year-old girl.
The family of victim girl
hailing from suburbs of
Chichawatni had lodged a
complaint with police after
which it arrested the sus-
pect. 

Police said that DNA
report of the accused await-
ed after which proceeding
on case would be made.
Family of rape victim girl
also alleged the culprit of
pressuring for reconcilia-
tion. Meanwhile, Khushab
police detained an accused
involved in gang rape of a
girl. 

Ex- MNA’s
husband

killed
HANGU (INP): Husband
of former Member National
Assembly (MNA)
Khurshid Begum was
killed in a road accident
here on Friday, police said. 

According to details, a
car got out of control due to
over speeding and rammed
into a tree in Dar Samandar
area of Hangu. As result of
accident, husband of for-
mer MNA Khurshid
Begum was killed on the
spot.  The body was shifted
to local hospital for post-
mortem. 

One killed in
road accident 
FAISALABAD (INP): A
loaded truck overturned
near Khurrianwala which
left a peddler dead on the
spot on Friday.

Rescue-1122 sources
said that a truck loaded
with maize was over-
turned on a peddler some
3-km away from
Khurrianwala towards
Jarranwala road.

HYDERABAD: Vendor selling flags and other stuff related to Independent Day at Jail Road.

Man drowns
in Haro River
ATTOCK (INP): A man
drowned in River Haro of
Attock in an attempt to save
his drowning child. The
child was saved by rescue
divers. 

According to details, a
child fell into River Haro in
Attock and in attempt to
save his son, his father
Mehtab Qureshi jumped
into the river. The father
drowned in the deep water
of the river while son was
saved by rescue diver. The
body was also pulled out
later. The body and rescue
child were shifted to local
hospital.



The Frontier PostSaturday, August 12, 2023

BEIRUT (AFP): Lebanon's
Hezbollah movement
buried one of its members
who was killed a day earli-
er when a truck carrying
ammunition belonging to
the Iran-backed group over-
turned near Beirut, spark-
ing clashes. Hundreds
turned out for the funeral of
Ahmad Ali Kassas in
Beirut's southern suburbs, a
Hezbollah stronghold, an
AFP photographer said,
adding that heavy gunfire
rang out during the proces-
sion.

The office of Lebanon's
Defence Minister Maurice
Slim said a bullet hit the
minister's car as it passed
through a district near the
area, without harming him.
Ruling out an assassination
attempt, a military source
and a security source told
AFP on condition of

anonymity that Slim's vehi-
cle was hit by "a stray bul-
let" whose origin was
unidentified. The Lebanese
army said it seized muni-
tions from a Hezbollah
truck that had overturned in
the town of Kahale near
Beirut, leading to deadly
clashes between Christian
residents and members of
the powerful Shiite Muslim
group. The violence erupt-
ed after the accident in the
town located in the moun-
tains east of the Lebanese
capital, on the road linking
it to the Bekaa Valley bor-
dering Syria. Kahale mayor
Abboud Abi Khalil told
AFP that residents had sur-
rounded the truck demand-
ing to know what was
inside, before Hezbollah
members escorting it
opened fire and killed one
of them.

Hezbollah said one of
its members was shot and
later died of his wounds.
"A number of armed
men... present in the area
gathered and attacked"
those escorting the truck, a
Hezbollah statement said.
"They began by throwing
rocks, and then opened
fire," the group added.
Hezbollah supporters post-
ed pictures on social
media showing Kassas
dressed in military
fatigues in Syria, where
Hezbollah has been fight-
ing on the side of
President Bashar al-Assad
in the country's civil war
that erupted in 2011. The
army confirmed in a state-
ment that two people had
been killed and said
ammunition had been
seized from the truck.
"The cargo of the truck has

been transported to a mili-
tary centre, and an investi-
gation has been opened by
the competent judicial
authorities," it added.

The army said its troops
had removed the truck at
dawn and reopened the
Beirut-Damascus road
which Kahale residents had
blocked in protest.
Hezbollah is the only
Lebanese faction that kept
its weapons after the end of
the 1975-1990 civil war. It
is considered a "terrorist"
organisation by many
Western governments. In
August 2021, angry resi-
dents of a mainly Druze vil-
lage in southern Lebanon
stopped a truck carrying a
rocket launcher used by
Hezbollah in an attack on
Israel, accusing the Shiite
movement of endangering
civilian lives.

Hezbollah member buried after
deadly clashes over munitions truck

BELEM, Brazil (Reuters):
Amazon rainforest nations
emerged from a summit
this week with a stronger
hand to play at upcoming
United Nations climate
talks, despite the meeting's
lackluster final agreement,
according to environmen-
tal groups. In a joint state-
ment issued, the Amazon
countries dashed expecta-
tions for a shared 2030 tar-
get to eliminate deforesta-
tion, with the accord lack-
ing specific plans to tackle
illegal gold mining or pro-
visions for ending oil
drilling in the region. 

But they united around
a demand for rich coun-
tries to pay for forest con-
servation, acknowledging
an historic responsibility
for climate change - a call
joined by other rainforest
peers, including
Indonesia, the Republic of
the Congo, the Democratic
Republic of Congo and
others in a second accord.

"It's not Brazil that needs
money. It's not Colombia
that needs money. It's not
Venezuela. It's nature that
industrial development
polluted over 200 years,"
Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva told
reporters at the close of
the summit. "So (devel-
oped nations) now need to
pay their part to restore a
part of what they
destroyed."

Lula will take that mes-
sage on the road this year
at the G20, United Nations
General Assembly and UN
COP28 climate summit.
The Brazilian nonprofit
Amazon Environmental
Research Institute (Ipam)
said the declaration fell
short by leaving out a hard
target to end deforestation,
but it was still important to
show a united front among
rainforest nations. "Being
united gives strength in
negotiations," said André
Guimarães, Ipam's execu-

tive director, in a state-
ment.

Marcio Astrini, head of
the nonprofit Climate
Observatory, called the
declaration "very weak."
But he also applauded the
symbolism of the eight
Amazon countries meeting
together for the first time
in 14 years and joining
their voices with the
world's other major rain-
forests. Lula in particular
left the summit as a
stronger voice for this
bloc, Astrini said.
Although he could not
convince Bolivia and
Venezuela to match
Brazil's commitment to
ending deforestation by
2030, his public efforts are
a powerful signal to rich
countries, which he has
pressed for financial con-
tributions, Astrini added.

Rainforest nations have
a stronger unified voice
after the meeting, at least
on paper, said Luis Roman,

a representative of non-
profit WWF Peru. Now
much will hinge on follow-
up meetings to discuss
implementing the priorities
laid out in declarations,
such as proposals for fund-
ing conservation, he said.
Colombia's Environment
Minister Susana Muhamad
said in a statement after the
meeting that the alliance's
foreign ministers must
come together and make
"concrete plans."
Rainforest nations thus far
have focused on past fund-
ing commitments. The
final joint statement
demanded that developed
countries make good on a
promise to deliver $100
billion annually in climate
financing to poorer
nations, after missing their
2020 deadline. They also
called for rich nations to
meet a pledge to provide
$200 billion per year in
biodiversity conservation
funding by 2030.

Despite ‘weak’ accord, Amazon 
summit bolsters call for rich to pay up

UNITED NATIONS (AP):
Six Western nations marked
the 15th anniversary of
Russia's takeover of 20% of
Georgia's territory by
demanding that Moscow
return the South Ossetia and
Abkhazia regions. A joint
statement by the six mem-
bers of the UN Security
Council - the United States,
United Kingdom, France,
Albania, Japan and Malta -
said Russia's invasion of
Georgia in 2008 "marked a
more aggressive trend" in its
policy toward its neighbors,
something being witnessed
today in Ukraine.

The statement, following
closed council consultations
on Georgia, said the six
countries "are resolute" in
reaffirming the country's
independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity
"within its internationally
recognized borders." In
August 2008, Russia fought
a brief war with Georgia,
which had made a botched
attempt to regain control
over the breakaway
province of South Ossetia.
Moscow then recognized
the independence of South
Ossetia and another break-
away Georgian province,

Abkhazia, and set up mili-
tary bases there. The state-
ment, read by Albanian
Ambassador Ferit Hoxha
outside the Security Council
surrounded by diplomats
from the five other coun-
tries, condemned Russia's
"brutal invasion" and con-
tinued occupation of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia and
its "steps toward annexation
of these Georgian regions."
The Western nations also
reiterated their condemna-
tion of Moscow for "contin-
uous provocations which go
in parallel with the Russian
Federation's unprovoked
and unjustified aggression
against Ukraine."

They pointed to Russia's
continued military drills in
Georgia's territory, sea and
airspace as well as its erec-
tion of barbed wire fences
and other barriers, its
unlawful detentions and
abductions of local people,
discrimination against eth-
nic Georgians, and deliber-
ate damage to Georgian cul-
tural heritage. The six coun-
tries said the Russia-
Georgia conflict should be
resolved peacefully based
on international law, includ-
ing the UN Charter, which

requires every country's ter-
ritorial integrity be recog-
nized, "also noting the con-
text of Russia's ongoing
aggression against
Ukraine." Russia's deputy
UN ambassador, Dmitry
Polyansky, called the
Western statement
"hypocrisy" in a tweet, say-
ing Georgia lost territory
because of a "reckless gam-
ble." Russia resumed direct
flights with Georgia in May,
and Polyansky said
Moscow's ties with the
country "are gradually
improving, enabling tourist
and economic exchanges."

"But the Russophobic
West is not happy and trying
to drive the wedge between
us at any price," he said.
"This statement is a clear
illustration of this."
Polyansky called the situa-
tion "especially sickening
and hypocritical" knowing
that Ukraine turned "anti-
Russia" in 2014, when
Moscow annexed Crimea.
He said Ukraine "is being
sacrificed right now by the
US and its allies for Western
geopolitical interests in a
futile NATO proxy war
against Russia until the last
Ukrainian."

6 Western nations demand
Russia return two regions

TEHRAN (AFP): Iran has moved five
Americans from jail to house arrest, offi-
cials and family members said, in the first
step of a delicate deal that would unfreeze
billions of dollars in Iranian funds and
allow the prisoners to leave the Islamic
republic. The progress on the prisoners --
one of them detained for nearly eight years
-- comes after quiet, exhaustive diplomacy
between the longtime adversaries whose
separate talks on restoring a nuclear deal
broke down.

"My belief is that this is the beginning of
the end of their nightmare, and the night-
mare that their families have experienced,"
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told
reporters. Sources familiar with the negotia-
tions said the next step would be the transfer
of $6 billion in Iranian oil revenue frozen in
South Korea to a special account in Qatar
which Iran could access only for humanitar-
ian purchases such as food and medicine.
Iran described the deal as a prisoner swap,
with the state-run IRNA agency quoting
Tehran's mission to the United Nations as
saying that each country will be "granting
amnesty and releasing five prisoners." If all
goes as planned, the American prisoners
could leave Iran sometime in September,
one source said on condition of anonymity.

Four of the prisoners -- Siamak Namazi,
Emad Sharqi, Morad Tahbaz and another
who preferred to remain anonymous --
were taken out of Tehran's notorious Evin
prison, a day after President Joe Biden's
administration informed their families of
the deal. The four were escorted to a hotel
where they will remain held under guard, a
lawyer for one of the prisoners said.
Sources said that a fifth American, a
woman, is also part of the discussions and
had already been moved in recent weeks to
house arrest. "While this is a positive
change, we will not rest until Siamak and
others are back home; we continue to
count the days until this can happen,"
Babak Namazi, Siamak's brother, said in a
statement. At the center of discussions has
been the unblocking of the $6 billion that
Iran earned selling oil to South Korea.
Seoul blocked the funds to comply with
US sanctions imposed under former presi-
dent Donald Trump that hit the Iranian
economy hard. While stressing that the
arrangement was not final, sources said
the funds would be converted from won to
euros and administered by Qatar, which
played a key mediatory role. No funds
would be transferred directly to Iran.

Blinken made clear that the money
already belonged to Iran and said, "Iran

will not be receiving any sanctions relief."
"Iran's own funds would be used and
transferred to restricted accounts such that
the monies can only be used for humani-
tarian purposes," he said. Iranian state
media said the prisoners would only be
released once the money was deposited.
Former president Barack Obama faced
heated criticism from his Republican
opponents for sending $400 million in
cash -- also funds belonging to Iran -- as
he secured the release of a previous batch
of prisoners while concluding a landmark
nuclear accord with Tehran in 2015.

Republicans quickly assailed Biden for
the latest deal, saying it would ease budg-
etary pressure on Iran. Senator Tom
Cotton, known for his hawkish views on
Iran, accused Biden of a "craven act of
appeasement (that) will only embolden the
ayatollahs to take more hostages." There
was no indication the prisoner deal would
spur movement on restoring the nuclear
accord, from which Trump pulled out.
Biden has bluntly dismissed prospects of
reviving the 2015 agreement in the wake
of a crackdown by Iran's clerical leaders
and mass protests led by women.

The United States has repeatedly nego-
tiated with adversaries to free American
prisoners, whose plights can draw wide
public attention. The Biden administration
has brokered prisoner swaps with Russia
despite refusing most high-level contact
with Moscow since its invasion of
Ukraine. All five US citizens in the deal
are of Iranian descent. Iran does not recog-
nize dual nationality and has had hostile
relations with the United States since the
1979 Islamic revolution toppled the pro-
Western shah. Namazi, a businessman,
was arrested in October 2015. He was
accused of spying on what his family calls
laughable evidence, such as past affilia-
tions with US think tanks. His father, for-
mer UNICEF official Baquer Namazi, was
himself arrested as he went to help his son
but was finally allowed to leave last year
as his health deteriorated.

Tahbaz, who promoted wildlife preser-
vation in Iran, was arrested alongside fel-
low environmentalists in January 2018 and
sentenced to 10 years for "conspiring with
America." Tahbaz is a triple national who
also holds a British passport. He was
briefly freed to house arrest last year dur-
ing a deal with Britain that led to the free-
dom of two other UK nationals including
aid worker Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe.
Sharqi is a venture capitalist who was also
sentenced to 10 years on spying charges.

Iran moves
Americans to
house arrest

ABUJA (Agencies): West African
heads of state have said all options
including the use of force remained
on the table to restore constitutional
order in Niger after the July 26 coup,
and ordered the activation of its
standby force. The remarks came as
the 15-member Economic
Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) met in Nigeria's Abuja
for an emergency summit to discuss
responses to last month's military
takeover in Niger, after the coup lead-
ers defied their earlier threat to use
force to restore democracy.

In closing remarks, the bloc
pledged to enforce sanctions and
travel bans on those preventing the
return to power of democratically
elected President Mohamed Bazoum.
"No option is taken off the table,
including the use of force as a last
resort," said Nigeria's President Bola
Tinubu, the ECOWAS chair, at the
end of the summit. "We remain stead-
fast in our commitment to supporting
Niger in the journey towards peaceful
democratic stability," he said. "I hope
that through our collective effort we
can bring about a peaceful resolution
as a roadmap to restoring stability and
democracy in Niger. All is not lost
yet." Since the July 26 overthrow of
Niger's democratic leadership, the
coup plotters have refused to relin-

quish power and release detained
Bazoum, ignoring an August 6 dead-
line from ECOWAS to reinstate him.

The meeting in Abuja began hours
after Niger's coup leaders appointed a
new interim government. Mahamane
Roufai Laouali, cited as "secretary
general of the government", named
21 ministers, without specifying any
further government plans. After
Tinubu spoke, an official commu-
nique was read out which included a
resolution asking the bloc's defence
chiefs to "activate the ECOWAS
Standby Force with all its elements
immediately". Another resolution
spoke of ordering "the deployment of
the ECOWAS Standby Force to
restore constitutional order in the
Republic of Niger", immediately fol-
lowed by another that spoke of restor-
ing such order "through peaceful
means".

ECOWAS defence chiefs last
week drew up plans for possible mil-
itary intervention in Niger, which the
heads of state discussed during sum-
mit. The summit communique gave
no indication of when or under what
circumstances a deployment within
Niger might take place. It is unclear if
there were any representatives from
Burkina Faso, Guinea and Mali,
whose military heads of state have
sided with Niger, at the summit.

However, the presidents of
Mauritania - a founding ECOWAS
member which withdrew from the
bloc in December 2000 - and Burundi
were in attendance, according to Al
Jazeera's Ahmed Idris, reporting from
Abuja. Idris said a source close to one
of the mediation missions sent to
Niger told Al Jazeera that the coup
leaders want sanctions eased to aid
the flow of medicine and food sup-
plies and restoration of electricity.
But it remains unclear if ECOWAS
will accede to any such demands as
the bloc continues to seek Bazoum's
reinstatement.

"If the coup is allowed to succeed,
it could dent the image of ECOWAS
and make it look weak … and that
could pose a serious threat to democ-
racy, something that leaders here are
eager to avoid," Idris said. Bazoum's
party has said the detained leader and
his family are being held at the presi-
dential residence without electricity
or running water and had gone days
without fresh food. This led to United
Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres call Bazoum's "his immedi-
ate, unconditional release and his
reinstatement as Head of State," a UN
spokesperson said. Military interven-
tion is something ECOWAS officials
have said would be a last resort. The
bloc also said it would enforce all

measures, in particular, "border clo-
sures, travel bans, and assets freeze,
on all persons or groups of individu-
als whose actions hinder all peace
efforts in ensuring the smooth and
complete restoration of constitutional
order".

Earlier, Sadeeq Garba Shehu, a
security analyst and adjunct professor
at the Marshall European Centre for
Security Studies, said the ball was in
ECOWAS's court after the coup lead-
ers "called the bluff" on the bloc's
seven-day deadline. "It's a very deci-
sive moment for ECOWAS and its
leaders," he told Al Jazeera from
Abuja. Pressing ahead with the option
of the use of force "is a position that
is fraught with dangers and uncertain-
ties", Shehu said. "First, will there be
acceptance by all the members to put
their money where their mouth is?
How many of the ECOWAS mem-
bers are ready to do that? How many
are ready to finance that?" Shehu
added, noting that West African lead-
ers had to also consider domestic
pressures from their countries' own
populations. But ECOWAS could still
stick to its decision to see a demo-
cratic government in place in
Niamey, Idris said.

"A lot is at stake because the way
things are, people are really con-
cerned about the spate of coups in

West Africa, five in less than three
years … in Burkina Faso and Mali,
democratic timelines have been shift-
ed several times and now we have
Niger," he said. "The situation in
those countries has emboldened the
coup leaders in Niger … and could
encourage ambitious soldiers [else-
where] to take up arms and depose
democratic governments." Former
Nigerian central bank Governor
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi met coup lead-
ers in the Nigerien capital, Niamey,
offering a glimmer of hope for dia-
logue after previous ECOWAS mis-
sions were spurned. And after a meet-
ing with Nigerian President and
ECOWAS Chair Bola Tinubu, Sanusi
told Nigerian press in Abuja that
"interventions are ongoing and will
continue".

"This is a time for public diploma-
cy. It's not a matter that we leave to
governments. All Nigerians, all
Nigeriens need to be involved to find
a solution that works for Africa, for
Niger, for Nigeria and for humanity,"
he said. A former emir of the northern
Nigerian city of Kano, Sanusi is also
a leader of the Nigerian order of the
Tijaniyyah, a Sufi Muslim sect with
origins in Algeria but with a large fol-
lowing across West Africa, including
Niger. He did not respond to Al
Jazeera's requests for comment on the

mission to Niamey.
Any escalation would further

destabilise West Africa's Sahel
region, one of the world's poorest,
where long-running violence from
armed groups has displaced millions
and stoked a hunger crisis. Niger
had recently fared better than its
neighbours Mali and Burkina Faso
in stemming the violence. It also
became an increasingly important
Western ally for fighting armed
groups after coups in the other two
countries between 2020 and 2022,
led to strained relations with tradi-
tional partners. ECOWAS, the UN
and Western countries have been
putting pressure on the coup leaders
to stand down, while military gov-
ernments in neighbouring Mali and
Burkina Faso have said any military
intervention in Niger would be seen
as a declaration of war on them. In
Burkina Faso's capital
Ouagadougou, resident Issouf
Ouedraogo felt it made no sense for
his country's new leaders to support
the Niger coup because the contexts
were different. "Burkina was in a
situation of degradation and acute
insecurity," he said in reference to
the frustrations that stoked two
coups there last year. "Niger, on the
other hand, was in a stable situa-
tion," he noted.

ECOWAS leaders say all options open in Niger, including ‘use of force’

SEOUL (AP): Flights and trains
resumed and power was mostly
restored after a tropical storm blew
through South Korea, which was
preparing a pop concert for 40,000
Scouts whose global Jamboree was
disrupted by the weather.

Much of Khanun's damage was
concentrated in the country's southern
and eastern regions, where several
cities and towns saw 30 to 40 cen-
timeters (12 to 16 inches) of rain.
Dozens of houses and buildings were
damaged, roads were closed and at
least one death was reported. Khanun
had weakened by the time it arrived
in the densely populated Seoul metro-
politan area, and it blew into North
Korea as a tropical depression.

South Korean officials lifted a
nationwide alert over the storm and
were channeling much of their
administrative resources into throw-
ing a K-pop concert at a Seoul soccer
stadium as the closing event of the
World Scout Jamboree. The event had
been held at a coastal campsite before
Khanun forced a mass relocation
efforts to house the Scouts in univer-
sity dormitories, government and cor-
porate training centers and hotels in
the greater Seoul region and nearby
areas.

No major storm damage has been
reported in Seoul, where rain was
continuing through the morning. In
the nearby port city of Incheon, work-
ers responded to flooded homes and
collapsed walls. In the southern
inland city of Daegu, a 67-year-old

man found near a bloated stream was
later pronounced dead and workers
were still searching for another per-
son who was swept into a stream
while using a wheelchair. In
Gangwon province, a mountainous
region on the east coast that was
drenched with some of Khanun's
heaviest rain, emergency workers in
the seaside cities of Gangneung and
Sokcho waded across rivers of
brown, thigh-high water covering
what used to be streets.

Nearly 16,000 people, mostly in
southern regions, had been forced to
evacuate from the storm but around
9,700 have returned home, according
to the Ministry of the Interior and

Safety. The storm damaged or
destroyed at least 64 roads and dam-
aged around 50 homes and buildings.
Power was restored to most of the
46,484 homes that lost electricity, the
ministry said. Authorities were con-
tinuing to restrict access to nearly 700
motorways as rain continued to fall,
but there weren't any cancellations in
commercial flights scheduled. North
Korea's state media had no immediate
reports about damage caused by the
storm. State media has previously
described nationwide efforts to
strengthen the monitoring of roads,
railways, bridges and coastlines, and
to employ measures to protect factory
machines and crops.

Tropical storm weakens after
leaving scattered damage in SK

Panama
flagged tanker

catches fire

DUBAI (Reuters): A
Panama-flagged tanker
called White Pearl has
caught fire near Assaluyeh
on Iran's Gulf coast, Iranian
state media reported,
adding that all crew mem-
bers were safe. "Twenty-
two of the ship's crew have
been rescued by Iranian
rescue teams after the ship's
captain requested assis-
tance from the port authori-
ties," state TV quoted a
local ports official as say-
ing.

The official said that the
tanker, carrying 40,000
tons of liquefied petroleum
gas, had experienced "a
problem in the engine room
due to a fire." Panama's
vessel registry, the world's
largest, has withdrawn its
flag from 136 ships linked
to Iran's state oil company
in the last four years, the
country's maritime authori-
ty said in January. 

Yemeni mily
commander, 3
killed in attack
SANAA (AP): A suspected
al-Qaida attack in southern
Yemen killed a military
commander and three sol-
diers from a secessionist
group, according to the
group's leader, security offi-
cials, and an eyewitness.
Commander Abd al-Latif al-
Sayyid and the three soldiers
from the Security Belt
Forces, a fighting group
loyal to Yemen's secessionist
Southern Transitional
Council, were killed in an
explosion while traveling in
a convoy through southern
Abyan province, three secu-
rity officials and the witness
said.

They blamed al-Qaida's
branch in Yemen - known as
al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula - for the attack but
provided no further details.
All spoke on condition of
anonymity because they
were not authorized to talk
to the media. In a obituary
statement issued by the head
of the secessionist council,
Aydarous al-Zubaidi said the
separatist force was mourn-
ing the loss of al-Sayyid and
the three fighters "who were
touched by the hands of
treachery and terrorism."
The Southern Transitional
Council is backed by the
United Arab Emirates and
controls most of Yemen's
south. It is at odds with the
internationally recognized
government, and has repeat-
edly called for the south
Arabian country to be split
into two states, as it was
between 1967 and 1990.

Al-Qaida did not imme-
diately claim responsibility
for attack but the militant
group is active in Abyan
province and regularly car-
ries out ambushes against
Yemeni forces. Al-Qaida's
branch in Yemen is seen as
one of the more dangerous
branches of the terror net-
work. Earlier this month,
security officials told The
Associated Press that al-
Qaida militants killed five
troops from the Southern
Armed Forces, a large force
loyal to the Southern
Transitional Council. And
last month, suspected al-
Qaida militants clashed with
forces of the secessionist
council in the province of
Shabwa. At least two troops
and one militant were killed.
Yemen's ruinous civil war
began in 2014 when the
Iran-backed Houthi rebels
seized the capital of Sanaa
and much of northern
Yemen and forced the gov-
ernment into exile.
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Whether Nawaz’
comeback is
essential for
the country?

P
RIME Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
recently claimed that former Prime
Minister and Pakistan Muslim

League-Nawaz (PML-N) supremo Nawaz
Sharif will return to the country next month
after more than three years of self-exile in
London. During an interview with Geo TV,
Shehbaz noted that his elder brother and
three times Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif
will shortly come back to Pakistan to face
the law and lead the party campaign for the
next general election. According to the
Premier, his mentor will neither wear a hat
nor use a bucket out of cowardness and fear,
but face the cases with courage and lead the
party with pride.

Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N)
Supremo and former Prime Minister Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif is in self exile in the
UK since November 2019, after the PTI gov-
ernment released Nawaz from prison and
allowed his travel to London for treatment of
his deteriorating health. Nawaz stepped down
as the Prime Minister after the Supreme Court
disqualified him for life for concealing assets
in the aftermath of the Panama Papers leaks.
He was further convicted in the Al-Azizia and
the Aveinfeild Apartment references filed by
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
during the last days of government.
Interestingly, Shehbaz himself paved the way
for Nawaz's travel by submitting a fifty rupees
stamp paper guaranteeing return of his elder
brother within four weeks after completion of
the treatment that did not happen over the past
four years. The court declared him deserter in
absentia, while Nawaz was also wanted in mul-
tiple cases pending trials in different courts in
the country. The PML-N led coalition govern-
ment had made concerted efforts to pave the
way for a dignified return of its top leader but
unfortunately, certain legal complications
along with an all time high risk of stern oppo-
sition from the current Chief Justice Umar Atta
Bandial, proved to be the biggest hurdle in this
regard during the tenure of the coalition gov-
ernment over the past sixteen months. 

Historically, the PML-N senior leadership
and party workers believe that their political
mentor was unjustly punished by the top judi-
ciary and Nawaz had been ousted from the
country's premiership for the consecutive third
time prematurely. Thus political pandits owe it
their moral duty to rethrone Nawaz Sharif for
an additional term and PML-N had particular-
ly worked out on that strategy to make it hap-
pen by undertaking special legislation includ-
ing adoption of amendments in NAB ordi-
nance, and electoral laws that empowered the
ECP to fix the lifelong disqualification term for
the lawmakers upto five years. Meanwhile,
Nawaz Sharif had been given relief by the
Accountability court in several cases after the
coalition government took control of the gov-
ernment in April last year.

In fact, Shehbaz had proved his loyalty with
his elder brother despite recurrent attempts
from the bureaucracy by offering him the top
slot of the party as well as the country multiple
times in the past. As of now, Shehbaz is still
endeavoring hard to consolidate Sharifs' politi-
cal legacy under the patronship of Nawaz and
for that purpose all constitutional, judicial and
legislative hurdles had been removed by the
coalition government before quitting the office
ahead of the crucial elections in the country.

Unfortunately, Pakistan is currently
embattled with serious economic, security
and political challenges, and people are fed
up by the worsening inflation, lawlessness
and persistent political unrest that continu-
ously stims out from the ongoing tussle
between the two major parties in the country.
Surely, Nawaz, Imran or Zardaris, are not the
sole owners of Pakistan who would have to
rule the country in turns, while the public act
as audience during their fixed match for gov-
ernment/power. The current day Pakistan
does not afford family rule, in which impor-
tant portfolios are always divided among the
siblings, and close relatives like dynasty
heirlooms. Nawaz's return makes no differ-
ence for ordinary Pakistanis who have been
in hot water over the past two years due to
the terrible policies of successive govern-
ments. Pakistan and Pakistanis must come
out of the fake heroism of certain political
leaders by choosing talented and highly edu-
cated youths as their future leaders who steer
the country out of the current crises and
move the nation toward progress, growth and
prosperity.

W
HEN in 2003, a
rebellion erupt-
ed in Sudan's

Darfur region, triggered
by decades of oppression
and neglect of African
communities, Sudanese
President Omar al-Bashir
resorted to local armed
Arab groups to suppress
it. Known as the
Janjaweed, they soon
became a formidable
force which managed to
put an end to the revolt,
earning al-Bashir's trust
and largesse.

A decade later, when
Ukrainians rebelled against
the diktats of Moscow,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin decided to punish
them by illegally annexing
Ukraine's Crimean penin-
sula and starting a conflict
in the eastern part of the
country. To mask his inva-
sion, he had one of his
cronies, Yevgeny
Prigozhin, create a merce-
nary force to send across
the border into Ukraine.
The force, which came to
be known as Wagner,
proved quite effective and
became a trusted military
tool for Putin to use in his
foreign policy adventures.
Both al-Bashir and Putin
perhaps thought that resort-
ing to mercenaries was a
smart move in their pursuit
of power consolidation.
But their violent creations
inevitably turned against
them, demonstrating just
how dangerous playing a
mercenary game can be,
even for seasoned dicta-
tors. It would not be an
understatement to say that
al-Bashir's decision to rely
on mercenaries to crush the
uprising in Darfur eventu-
ally led to his political
demise.

The Janjaweed - along
with the Sudanese army -
engaged in a wide variety
of war crimes against
Darfuris which earned al-
Bashir an arrest warrant
from the International
Criminal Court. Fearing
what could happen to him
if he were to lose power,
the Sudanese president
pursued policies which he
thought would ensure the
stability of his regime.
Having survived a coup in
1990, al-Bashir was natu-
rally suspicious of his own
army. So in 2013, he decid-
ed to turn the Janjaweed
militia into an official
force, renaming it the
Rapid Support Forces and
installing one of its com-
manders, Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo, better
known as Hemedti, as its
head. The force was direct-

ly attached to the presiden-
cy. The decision to legalise
the Janjaweed militia and
support Hemedti's rise to
the higher echelons of the
armed forces was part of a
calculated plan to fragment
the military sector and
"coup-proof" al-Bashir's
regime.

In return for his loyalty,
al-Bashir allowed Hemedti
to take over precious gold
mines in Darfur and start
amassing abundant person-
al wealth. In the following
years, the RSF expanded
its operations abroad as its
forces were sent to fight in
Libya and Yemen. This
gave Hemedti the opportu-
nity to establish new
sources of revenue, forge
ties with regional powers,
and, ironically, bolster his
independence from his
complacent principal. Al-
Bashir's fraught and reck-
less balancing act between
various military structures
did not preserve his regime
for long. In December
2018, thousands of people
took the streets across
Sudan, demanding his res-
ignation. The Sudanese
president could no longer
appease the military elites,
which in April 2019,
moved against him.
Hemedti - who al-Bashir
used to call "my protector"
- faced a choice between
standing by his wildly
unpopular benefactor and
siding with the Sudanese
military; he threw his lot in
with the latter. By empow-
ering the RSF, al-Bashir
not only sealed his own
fate but also of the whole
country. In the following
years, power-hungry
Hemedti and the military
elite undermined the civil-
ian protest movement and
its attempts to transition
the country to democracy.
After carrying out a coup
against the provisional
civilian government, ten-
sions between the RSF and
the army escalated and in
April, war broke out
between them.

Thousands of civilians
have been killed, civilian
infrastructure has been
devasted, homes have been
looted and some four mil-
lion people have been dis-
placed, with over 800 000
people seeking refuge in
neighbouring countries.
There are also worrying
reports of genocide in
Darfur, as the RSF and
allied Arab militias target
African communities. The
months-long conflict is,
without doubt, a disaster of

monumental proportions,
which could lead to the col-
lapse of the Sudanese state.
All of Sudan is now paying
the price of al-Bashir's
folly. Watching from
Moscow the events in
Sudan in 2019, Putin likely
did not consider that there
may be parallels between
the RSF and Wagner to
consider, and lessons to
learn. By then, the Russian
president had used his mer-
cenaries to wreak havoc
not just in Ukraine, but also
in Syria, Libya and the
Central African Republic.

In the process,
Prigozhin's wealth and
business empire grew
exponentially, and so did
his appetite for power -
much like Hemedti's.
When Putin decided to
launch a full-scale invasion
of Ukraine - to the shock of
a significant part of the
political elite in Moscow -
Prigozhin loyally stood by
him, sending his experi-
enced mercenaries to fight
some of the bloodiest bat-
tles. But as the war did not
progress according to plan
and tensions between com-
manders intensified,
Prigozhin started attacking
the military leadership,
especially Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu and
Chief of the General Staff
Valery Gerasimov. The
open feud continued for
months, with the Wagner
founder blaming the army
chiefs for war setbacks and
accusing them of sabotag-
ing his forces. Putin stood
on the sidelines of this
escalating dispute and did
nothing, as usual, trying to
stay above intra-elite
infighting in order to blame
it for whatever failures take
place.

But Putin underestimat-
ed Prigozhin's political
ambitions and greed, and
his silence laid the ground-
work for a deadly national
crisis in Russia. On June
24, Wagner mercenaries
launched a short-lived
mutiny against Russia's top
military leadership, staging
the most formidable threat
to Putin's 23-year rule.
Wagner fighters easily
managed to take control of
the southern city of
Rostov-on-Don, and a
Wagner convoy reached
within 200km (124 miles)
of Moscow in an attempt to
remove Shoigu and
Gerasimov. Several army
helicopters were shot
down, killing their crew
members. Meanwhile,
some Rostov residents

were seen cheering on the
defiant mercenaries.

Although Prigozhin
eventually called off the
armed rebellion after he
had negotiated a deal with
Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko,
Putin's meticulously craft-
ed "tough guy" image had
already been crushed in an
open and embarrassing
manner. While Prigozhin
and his mercenaries depart-
ed from Russia, they left
behind an even more divid-
ed military and security
apparatuses. Prigozhin had
apparently gained the
implicit support or sympa-
thies of senior army offi-
cials. General Sergei
Surovikin, for example,
who led the Russian war
effort in Ukraine, allegedly
had advanced knowledge
of the mutiny. Wagner's
rebellion validated the
growing anger within ranks
and file, but also among the
general population, against
decision-makers at the top.
And while Putin tried once
again to stay above the
fray, sooner or later, it
would be too hard for him
to deny that his decision-
making is ultimately
responsible for major fail-
ures. Russia did not
descend into civil war as
Sudan did due to Wagner's
rebellion, but it did shake
the regime to its core.

The rebellion exposed
Putin as a weak, indecisive
and compromised presi-
dent, who does not dare to
punish rebellious loyalists.
Despite calling Prigozhin a
traitor, the Russian presi-
dent met with him and
other Wagner leaders five
days after the abandoned
rebellion. On July 27, a
relaxed and smiling
Prigozhin was seen social-
ising with delegates on the
sidelines of the Russia-
Africa Summit in Saint
Petersburg. All this has
brought into question
Putin's firm hold on power
ahead of the presidential
elections in 2024, when he
will seek to extend his rule
for yet another six years.
Like al-Bashir, he may
eventually lose control
over military and security
structures and his loyalists
may turn against him.
These mercenary games
should serve as a caution-
ary tale for other leaders
with plans to outsource
government responsibili-
ties to murderous collabo-
rators like Hemedti and
Prigozhin. A private militia
is a certain recipe for self-
destruction. 

Aljazeera

How al-Bashir and Putin
pressed the self-destruct button

Tafi Mhaka

A
SOURCE says that
in conversation with
a foreign politician,

it emerged that their gov-
ernment assumes Joe
Biden will not be the
Democratic nominee in
2024. Joe will pull out
before the first primaries;
it will be too late for a
grassroots candidate to
enter the fray; an estab-
lishment stooge will be
crowned at the convention.
And the name of that lucky
winner? Michelle Obama.
It's a wild scenario, but if it
does happen, please
remember that you read it
here first.

This anecdote confirms
what I've heard from UK
sources, too: when govern-
ments engage with Biden
they feel they are dealing
with the face of an adminis-
tration but not always the
person in charge. Were the
Democrats to drop him from
their presidential ticket, the
world would understand.
The race is tied, which is too
close for comfort; Biden is
unpopular; he is ageing

before our very eyes (the lat-
est gaffe is that he called the
Grand Canyon one of the
"nine wonders of the world"
- built, if you know your his-
tory, by the Phoenicians).
Doubts about his capabilities
are enhanced by the grim
alternative should he expire
in office. The charmless
Kamala Harris is one of
those deeply average people
who, unaware that her limit-
ed knowledge isn't the sum
of human understanding,
talks to everyone as if they
were simpletons. Her latest
pearl was to inform an audi-
ence that "community banks
are in the community" - a
revelation to those who
thought they were in the
Grand Canyon.

We face a rematch
between two unpopular
nominees, Biden v Trump,
which nobody really wants.
So why not ask/force one of
them to retire? Assuming it
will never, ever be Trump -
thanks to various legal trou-
bles, his own choice is now
between the White House or
prison - it would be logical

to persuade Joe to do the
decent thing, or else dump
him without letting him
know. One can imagine a
"Good Bye, Lenin" scenario
wherein Biden is relocated
to a mock-up of the Oval
Office and is told he is still
president. Nancy Pelosi
could be wheeled in from
time-to-time to ask if he's
any closer to ending the
Great Depression.

Swapping-out Biden
would pose big challenges.
There are deadlines for filing
to run in primaries - Nevada,
for example, is as close as
October - and a Democratic
convention hasn't been prop-
erly fixed since 1968. Is Joe
happy to be told what to do?
Has he ever operated an
independent agenda? A
Michelle Obama replace-
ment would suggest he's
always been Barack's third
term, a conspiracy theory
endorsed by Barack Obama
in a 2021 interview. He said:
"Joe and the administration
are essentially finishing the

job" begun by Obama and
paused by Trump, noting
that "ninety per cent of the
folks" who worked for him
are now back at their desks.
This was an exaggeration,
but not by much. The figure
of Obama people working
for Biden, among his top
100 aides, was closer to 75
per cent.

The Biden presidency has
its own character; he's spent
more money and pushed the
cultural issues harder.
Obama was more cautious
for fear of being labelled a
radical. Nevertheless, jour-
nalists often joke that
Obama is running the coun-
try from his iPhone, and a
recent, much-read interview
between reporter David
Samuels and historian David
Garrow highlighted a curi-
ous detail: Obama still lives
in central Washington DC,
violating the historical
agreement that ex-presidents
should move away. Samuels
notes that Obama has openly
lobbied on internet censor-

ship and gun control, and
suggests that he lingered in
DC society to serve as a
potent symbol of the legiti-
mate political order that had
been stolen by Trump (never
forget how many liberals
said 2016 was a fix).

The interview is most
famous for Garrow's claims
that, as a young man, Obama
fantasised about gay sex, but
more pertinent is the sugges-
tion that Obama is the guid-
ing hand in Biden-era for-
eign policy. "It's turtles all
the way down," argues
Samuels. "There are obvi-
ously large parts of White
House policymaking that
belong to Barack Obama
because they are staffed by
his people, who worked for
him and no doubt report
back to him." He concludes:
"personnel is policy," adding
that the arrangement is
"spooky" because it operates
"outside the constitutional
framework."

So, a court coup to replace
Biden with the next Obama
available, far from being rev-
olutionary, would reinforce

the line of political continu-
ity that stretches from 2008-
2024, with only Trump's
election as a temporary aber-
ration (Michelle has revealed
that his amusing inaugura-
tion caused her to "sob
uncontrollably"). Mrs
Obama has always polled
well. She has published two
best-selling books of biogra-
phy and womanly wisdom.
She has served in the White
House. She is known by
everyone but, unlike Trump,
has retained some of the
enigma of privacy. She has
denied that she has any inten-
tion of running for the presi-
dency, but that's usually a
sure-fire sign that someone is
interested. As for the sugges-
tion that her overnight nomi-
nation would be too fantasti-
cal, too Hollywood - has our
sense of the "possible" not
been radically expanded by
Donald Trump? Mrs
Obama's opponent would be
spending much of the elec-
tion cycle in court. There is
no "normal" anymore in US
politics.

The Telegraph

Michelle Obama could be America’s next President
Tim Stanley

T
HE concept of the
Global South dates
back to the late 1960s

but use of the term has
grown significantly in the
past few decades, including
in the aftermath of Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.
Politically, many develop-
ing countries in the Global
South do not perceive the
conflict in Ukraine in the
same stark moral terms as
much of the West.
Therefore many remain
publicly unaligned, with a
few key exceptions, includ-
ing Singapore which has
imposed sanctions on
Russia.

For many countries in
Africa, Asia the Middle East
and Latin America, a deci-
sion to remain neutral in the
conflict has significant
appeal. A wide number of
them depend heavily on
trade, aid, investment and/or
weaponry both from Western
powers and from China, if
not also from Russia itself.
One of the economic conse-
quences of Moscow's inva-
sion, and the pandemic, has
been the stunting of growth
in many of these developing
nations. It is in this highly
dynamic context that moves
are afoot to bring about a
greater organizational identi-
ty to the Global South.
Certainly, there have long
been forums available, such
as the G77, a coalition of well
over 100 developing coun-
tries that is designed to pro-
mote collective economic
interests and create an
enhanced joint negotiating
capacity in the UN.

However, following the
start of the war in Ukraine,
efforts are also being expedit-
ed to expand the prestigious
BRICS club (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South
Africa) as well. The group's
latest summit is due to take
place in the second half of
August in South Africa, and
the five-nation bloc plans to
announce an expansion fol-
lowing about 22 formal
requests for membership, and
20 informal ones, in recent
times from other developing
countries. These reportedly
include Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Indonesia,
Bangladesh, Argentina,
Egypt, Iran, Cuba and
Kazakhstan. While the exist-
ing members of BRICS
appear to be in alignment on
the group's expansion in prin-
ciple, there are in fact com-
peting agendas around this
core issue within the bloc.
India, for example, wants
strict rules on how and when
other nations could move
closer to the group, without
formally enlarging it.
Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva is report-
edly cautious, too, given the
possibility of alienating the
US and EU. Of the five
member nations, China is the
one most in favor of a poten-
tially rapid expansion of the
bloc, partly for geopolitical
reasons. Its goal is for an
enlarged BRICS that
becomes a Beijing-friendly
hub, with China the leader of
the bigger grouping.

While the origins of some
other recently established
emerging-market forums,
such as the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization,
are based primarily in defense
and security, economics
drove the formation of
BRICS. This reflects the fact
that its five members now
account for about a quarter of
global gross domestic prod-
uct, and more than 15 percent
of world trade. Yet while the
bloc was originally assem-
bled to develop its economic
potential, political coopera-
tion has also come to the fore.
This growing political bent is
exemplified by South Africa's
presidency of the club of

emerging-market powers this
year, with an emphasis on
expansion which, it is pre-
sumed, will allow members
to better promote their inter-
ests abroad, strengthening
positions that are sometimes
ignored by their Western
counterparts. This underlines
the hunger of BRICS mem-
bers to become even bigger
political players, raising fears
in some quarters that the bloc
could, ultimately, become a
unified anti-Western alliance.
However, this is most unlike-
ly in the immediate future,
not least because of the differ-
ing views of China and India,
including over border issues,
which can adversely affect
relations between the two.
This has been one driver of
the so-called anti-China Quad
grouping, comprising India,
the US, Japan and Australia.

At the same time that
BRICS members are step-
ping up political cooperation,
there is growing skepticism
about the relevance of the
group as an economic club,
given the diverging long-
term economic trajectories of
the five nations. The general-
ly robust economic perform-
ances of China and India
over the past decade contrasts
with disappointing results in
Brazil, Russia and South
Africa. The result is that the
group is now unevenly bal-
anced; China's expected out-
put of $19 trillion dollars in
2023 will be about 50 times
that of South Africa, for
example. Yet with BRICS
nations already accounting
for about a quarter of global
GDP, up by more than 10
percentage points from about
decade ago, their overall
combined growth is already
having a major global effect,
despite their individually
diverging fortunes.

Data shows that since
around 2020, BRICS mem-
bers as a whole have con-
tributed more to global GDP
than the G7 industrialized
nations, in terms of purchas-
ing power parity. The five
developing countries are
projected to further extend
this lead over their seven
industrialized counterparts
over the rest of this decade.
Moreover, World Bank
research, for example, shows
that for the first time in about
two centuries, overall global
income inequality between
countries appears to be
declining. This is being driv-
en by BRICS, and specifical-
ly by the collective econom-
ic growth and very large
populations of India and
China. At the same time,
however, there is an oppos-
ing force, which is the grow-
ing income inequality within
many countries. This has
assumed growing political
salience, helping to fuel the
rise of populist, nationalist
politicians, including Brazil's
former president, Jair
Bolsonaro. These counter-
vailing pressures are pushing
against each other. While the
net global trend for the past
two centuries has been
toward greater overall
income inequality, there has
been growing evidence over
the past two and a half
decades that the "positive
effect" of improved income
equality between countries,
spurred on by China and
India, is superseding the
"negative effect" of increas-
ing inequality within nations.

While the coherence of
BRICS as an economic club
is therefore increasingly
questioned, its members have
helped drive a historic, sus-
tained movement toward
greater global income equali-
ty. However, this fragile
process could yet go into
reverse, post-pandemic,
especially if growth in China
and India plateaus signifi-
cantly.

The Global South is
growing in political

potency
Andrew Hammond



I
N January 2022, Breiner David
Cucuñame, a 14-year-old
Indigenous Colombian activist,

was shot dead in Colombia's south-
western department of Cauca. He
was killed in the company of his
father, during a routine unarmed
patrol of Indigenous lands for the
purpose of deterring incursions by
militant groups. While the killing
made headlines on account of
Cucuñame's young age, it was
pretty much business as usual in
the South American nation.

As of September 2021, 611 envi-
ronmental defenders had already
been assassinated in Colombia since
the signing of the so-called "peace
deal" in 2016, according to the
Colombian Institute of Studies for
Development and Peace (Indepaz).
Of those 611 people, 332 were
Indigenous. And yet this snapshot of
bloodshed in Colombia is but part of
a larger, sinister global picture. Last
year, the London-based NGO Global
Witness released a report document-
ing no fewer than 1,733 murdered
environmental and land-defence
activists in the decade since 2012,
amounting to one murder approxi-
mately every two days. Even so, the
NGO emphasised that its figures
were "almost certainly an underesti-
mate". In 2021 alone, as per the
Global Witness report, 200 land and
environmental defenders were killed
worldwide - nearly four per week.
Significantly, more than 40 percent of
the documented killings were of
Indigenous people, who account for
no more than five percent of the glob-
al population. Many were involved in
defending their lands from exploita-
tion by predatory industries ranging
from mining and agribusiness to log-
ging, oil and hydropower.

As we mark the International Day
of the World's Indigenous Peoples on
August 9, then, it's worth reflecting
on what such trends mean for the

very future of the world. It is lamen-
tably far from shocking that, in an
international landscape governed by
corporate capitalist pillage,
Indigenous environmental activists
are disproportionately targeted. After
all, the Indigenous track record of
harmonious coexistence with nature
stands in the way of "development"
(read: planetary destruction). Indeed,
the proverbial frog in the pot of boil-
ing water is often invoked to illustrate
the contemporary arrangement of cli-
mate change, environmental collapse
and public indifference. If we cast the
global capitalist elite rather than
lowly humans in the role of the pot-
bound amphibian, we end up with a
potentially even more apt illustration:
a frog turning up the flame under its
own pot while maniacally eliminat-
ing anyone who tries to interfere.
According to Global Witness, more
than half of the lethal attacks on envi-
ronmental defenders in 2021 took
place in Mexico, Colombia and
Brazil. Mexico led the way with 54
recorded killings, almost half of them
Indigenous people. Around two-thir-
ds of these murders were carried out
in the northern Mexican state of Son-
ora and the southern state of Oaxaca.

Having taken up accidental resi-
dence myself in the tiny Oaxacan
coastal village of Zipolite at the start
of the coronavirus pandemic in 2020,
I can attest to the general cheapness
of human life and the impunity that
reigns on the domestic panorama - a
state of affairs that has more than a
little to do with Mexico's bloody
United States-backed drug war that
officially kicked off in 2006. Of the
various murders that took place in
and around Zipolite during my stay,
there was never so much as a remote
public expectation that the perpetra-
tors might be identified and prosecut-
ed. Rather, the acts were broadly

written off as "things between nar-
cos", and life went on, hushed, as
usual. But it is precisely this sort of
violent context that has been high-
lighted by researchers like Dawn
Paley - author of Drug War
Capitalism - as facilitating extractive
industries by fuelling displacement
and intimidating land defenders. In
Brazil, meanwhile, the recent presi-
dential stint of far-right Jair
Bolsonaro (2019-22) did wonders in
advancing planetary self-combustion
and adding fuel to the frog's fire, if
you will. For Bolsonaro, deforesta-
tion of the Amazon was an almost
orgasmic enterprise, and he went
about dismantling safeguards for
Indigenous land rights and hollowing
out Indigenous protection agencies.
The Global Witness report puts
Brazil in the lead for total document-
ed killings of environmental defend-
ers, with 342 lethal attacks between
2012 and 2021. One-third of the vic-
tims were Indigenous people or Afro-
descendants and 85 percent of these
crimes transpired within the Brazilian
Amazon.

Under Bolsonaro, the report
noted, the "blurring of Brazilian
agribusiness and state-sponsored ter-
ror on Indigenous land" had wors-
ened "significantly". It is not only
Latin America where Indigenous
activists are under fire, however. In
the Philippines, for example - anoth-
er territory that incidentally endured
centuries of pillage and other
shenanigans by Europe and the
United States - Global Witness found
that, of the 270 land defenders killed
between 2012 and 2021, more than
40 percent were Indigenous. To be
sure, this year's global heatwaves
only underscore the gravity of our
profit-driven demise. They also, per-
haps, put a novel spin on the term
"scorched earth" - which traditionally

denotes, inter alia, a certain US-
backed Cold War policy of terroris-
ing Indigenous communities in
Central America in order to help
make the world safe for capitalism.

If there was anyone who could
connect the Latin American dots
between the current environmental
apocalypse and legacies of imperial
meddling, regional militarisation,
crushing inequality and neoliberal
conquest, it was Honduran activist
Berta Cáceres, a tireless campaigner
for Indigenous land rights. And guess
what: Cáceres was murdered in 2016,
once her opposition to the Agua
Zarca hydroelectric dam project on
Indigenous Lenca territory could
apparently no longer be tolerated by
the powers that be. Her killing took
place seven years after the US-facili-
tated coup against Honduran
President Manuel Zelaya had left the
country definitively "open for busi-
ness", as per the slogan of the post-
coup regime. As Nina Lakhani
recounts in her book Who Killed
Berta Cáceres? Dams, Death Squads,
and an Indigenous Defender's Battle
for the Planet, the coup paved the
way for unchecked extractivism, as
dam concessions along with "mines,
tourist developments, biofuel proj-
ects and logging concessions were
rushed through Congress with no
consultation, environmental impact
studies or oversight, many destined
for Indigenous lands". August 9, it
seems, would be a fine day to
remember Cáceres - and to keep con-
necting the dots. On its website, the
United Nations begins its tribute to
the International Day of the World's
Indigenous Peoples with the observa-
tion: "We need Indigenous communi-
ties for a better world." And as capi-
talism's war on the environment and
its defenders continues to rage, we
need Indigenous communities more
than ever - if, that is, we want to have
any world at all. 
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The murders of Indigenous activists
mark the death of the planet

Belén Fernández

G
IORGIA Meloni is doing a
passably good imitation of
a neo-Marxist Corbynista.

If anybody still thought that
Italy's far-right populist govern-
ment cleaves to the free market,
they have had a rude re-education
this week. It is hard to know
which is worse: an unconstitution-
al and retroactive windfall tax on
banks, in the middle of a credit
crunch, enthusiastically applaud-
ed by the entire Italian left; or
deranged price controls on air-
lines that defy the laws of supply
and demand and smack of "the
Soviet Union in 1927" - in the
words of Ryanair boss, Eddie
Wilson.

"Financial markets are now on
the alert that this government is not
as market-friendly as they thought,"
said Lorenzo Codogno, ex-chief
economist at the Italian treasury and
now at LC Macro. "I am getting a lot
of calls asking who could be next:
will it be the construction sector,
who knows? The damage is done,"
he said. These antics come after a
protracted debate on whether 5G
mobile towers pose a genotoxic dan-
ger to human health if they exceed
Italy's archaic limit of six watts per
metre, long since dismissed as junk
science even by the high priests of
the precautionary principle in
Brussels.

Italy has banned Uber. The
Meloni coalition is preparing a ban
on lab-grown meat, to accompany
Italy's longstanding ban on banned
GMO crops and animal feed. The
march of biotech Luddism is driving
the country's scientists and
researchers to near despair. Giorgia
Meloni's immediate reflex earlier
this year was to impose an effective
ban on ChatGPT. The regulator
alleged that OpenAI had no legal
basis for collection and storage of
personal data used to train its algo-
rithms. It later rowed back partially

with a compromise, but the message
has stuck.

Stefano da Empoli, head of Italy's
Institute for Competitiveness, said
Italy was already an AI laggard: it
now carries an added stigma as a
country tagged as "unfriendly
towards innovation", with cascading
effects on investment and future
start ups. There is of course a com-
plex trade-off between protecting
society and letting rip on technolo-
gy. But Italy's fear of change in the
21st Century seems very far
removed from the irrepressible
inventiveness of the Renaissance
city states. Meloni has enjoyed a
long honeymoon since Fratelli
d'Italia took power in October. The
Italian economy has been outper-
forming Germany, a rare sorpasso
since the launch of monetary union
and the end of lira devaluations. The
benign view is that Italy has
achieved an "internal devaluation"
within the euro after the gruelling
austerity of the Lost Decade, and is
therefore fundamentally competitive
again.

Robin Brooks from the Institute
of International Finance says recent
strength is mostly a "sugar rush" fed
by transfers from the EU's �800bn
recovery fund, unlikely to have
much lasting effect on an economy
still only half-reformed. A "super-
bonus" tax credit worth 110pc for
home insulation and energy efficien-
cy has led to a construction boom.
This will help Italy defend against
the next gas crisis this winter. But
the scheme has been riddled with
corruption and has pushed the budg-
et deficit to 8pc of GDP. If that can't
buy growth, nothing can. The econ-
omy is coming back down to earth
with a thud. Output shrank by 0.3pc
in the second quarter as the lagged
effect of rising interest rates finally
hit. Data from the Bank of Italy

shows that credit to firms have con-
tracted precipitously over the last
four months, a further reason why
the latest raid on banks is so destruc-
tive.

The 40pc windfall tax announced
on Monday - out of the blue,
opposed by the finance minister, and
based on a spurious comparison
with a depressed revenue base in
2021 -set off a banking crash on the
Milan bourse. The government has
since retreated enough to stem the
equity rout, but not enough to allay
reawakened fears of Italian political
risk at a treacherous moment in the
global credit cycle. "It has under-
mined the credibility of the govern-
ment," said Dr Codogno. Italian
banks are profitable on a flow-basis
but are underwater on holdings of
Italian government bonds, though
they do not have to crystallise these
losses under mark-to-market rules.
They have been heavily reliant on
ultra-cheap loans (TLTROs) from
the European Central Bank, which
are now being wound down. The
eurozone is in a deep industrial
recession and the ECB says net loan
demand has collapsed to record
lows.

"This windfall tax is now going
to amplify the credit crunch," said
Professor Marcello Minenna from
La Sapienza University in Rome.
"The risk spread of Italian bonds
over German Bunds is stable so far
but it could be a troubling Autumn. I
don't understand why they are doing
this."

The bank raid was orchestrated
by Lega strongman Matteo Salvini,
aiming to fund a bail-out of mort-
gage holders with floating-rate debt.
Lorenzo Bini-Smaghi, chairman of
Société Générale, called it a rescue
for "speculators" who had made a
bad bet on the lure of cheaper float-
ing rates. "Socialising losses is an

odd thing to do for a conservative
government," he said. Whatever the
government gains from the surtax
will be lost many times over by the
fiscal costs of lower economic
growth as banks retrench. As for the
airline plan, it is a fine exhibit of
market illiteracy. It imposes arbi-
trary price caps on internal flights
from Sicily and Sardinia, ignoring
warnings that airlines will not sus-
tain routes if they cannot recoup
winter losses from summer profits.
It aims to suppress the digital marvel
of pricing algorithms, which has
slashed the cost of flying (ceteris
paribus) and slashed per capita
greenhouse emissions by ensuring
that flights are full.

"It's ridiculous, illegal and inter-
feres with the free market. It won't
lower tariffs: it will raise them for
everyone. Starting with those who
live on the islands," said Ryanair's
Mr Wilson. "With this decree, I will
be forced to reduce flights and fre-
quencies, especially in winter.
Others will too. And in a normal
market, when supply goes down,
prices go up. I really would like to
meet the advisers who suggested
this: it's obvious that they didn't even
attend the first day of economics les-
sons," he said. This bout of August
madness is in some ways worse than
the Truss episode in Britain last year.
Liz Truss was unlucky. Her fiscal
plans were ill-constructed and ill-
timed but they were not anti-enter-
prise and not even her critics expect-
ed a moderate loosening to trigger a
chain-reaction through the gilt mar-
kets, exposing liability-driven
investments as a house of cards.
Giorgia Meloni has got away with
her lurch towards socialism so far.
Italian risk spreads remain well-
behaved. But if she keeps rolling out
such wild policies for a few more
weeks, the international owners of
capital may turn on her with the
same sudden ferocity.

Giorgia Meloni risks going the way of Liz
Truss if she keeps defying the market

Ambrose Evans-Pritchard

I
N the US, pro-Israeli democ-
racy activists this week asked
House Minority Leader

Hakeem Jeffries to meet with
protest leaders during his cur-
rent visit to Israel to better assess
the gravity of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's judicial
overhaul. Protests sparked by
the Netanyahu government's
actions are gaining momentum.
People are gathering every day
to demand the prime minister
step down. The protests, mean-
while, seem to have awakened a
new consciousness. Israelis are
beginning to sense the danger
posed by the settler movement.
This is no longer seen as a move-
ment on the fringes, but is per-
ceived by a large faction of
Israelis as a clear and present
danger, threatening the state and
the basic foundations of democ-
racy.

The protesters' view today is that
the fight is between the state of
Israel and the settler regime. We are
still far away from a large-scale
popular movement inside Israel to
end its occupation of Palestine.
However, we might be witnessing
the planting of the seeds for such a
movement. Hence, it is time to push
the envelope, and this is why the
protests should be encouraged. The
protests' potential extends beyond
removing Netanyahu or his extrem-
ist allies Itamar Ben-Gvir and

Bezalel Smotrich; it is about a
change in the Israeli psyche. Many
Israelis are coming to the realization
that the settler regime is threatening
to take over their country. The set-
tler system can no longer be con-
fined to the West Bank. It is no
longer a phenomenon that can be
ignored while people enjoy living in
a modern state in cities such as Tel
Aviv. It is haunting them in their
homes. The country is becoming
divided along pro and anti-
Netanyahu lines. An American
friend who is witnessing the turmoil
told me that pro-Netanyahu fanatics
are blocking the entrance of anti-
Netanyahu neighborhoods and kib-
butzim. He described the situation
as "unstable" and "worrying," and
added that many of his relatives liv-
ing in Israel are contemplating mov-
ing to Europe or the US.

Israelis are beginning to see that
they created a monster that is com-
ing back to haunt them. It is no
longer an issue concerning only the
Palestinians, their freedom, or their
dignity, but one that is also affect-
ing the Israeli identity. Also, the
Israelis are starting to realize that
they are losing international
respect. We are starting to talk
about Israeli terrorism. The US
described the Israeli settler attack
in which a Palestinian teenager was
killed as terrorism. The last thing

Israelis want is the stigma of ter-
rorism. Americans are starting to
criticize Israel and highlighting
Palestinian rights. US Democrat
senators Tim Kaine and Chris Van
Hollen issued a statement saying
that any normalization with Saudi
Arabia should be tied to Palestine's
right to statehood, echoing the
Kingdom's long-term demands.
The American Israel Public Affairs
Committee lobby group can no
longer bring US lawmakers to visit
a fantasyland where they see that
everything is nice and dandy, and
meet hand-picked Palestinians who
repeat the AIPAC fairy tale about
Israel. No, now Americans are see-
ing the ugly truth that people such
as Ben-Gvir and Smotrich have no
shame in spelling out their danger-
ous objectives.

The protests in Israel and their
evolving narrative mark the begin-
ning of a change in the Israeli
mindset. Israelis are starting to
look in the mirror and ask them-
selves, who are we? Are we a
democracy, or an authoritarian
theocracy? As Israelis face this
wake-up call, it is time to open the
discussion about occupation, and
to raise awareness that democracy
cannot be sustained in the presence
of occupation. Democracy is inher-
ently inclusive and cannot be
exclusive to only the Jewish citi-

zens of Israel. That is why the pub-
lic discourse in Israel, as well as in
the US, should focus on how the
settler movement, not Hamas or
Iran, is the biggest existential
threat to the country. It is important
to highlight that the activities the
new government is engaging in -
the settlements, the provocative
visits to the Haram Al-Sharif that
are compromising the status quo in
East Jerusalem - will make any
peace talks with the Islamic world
impossible. Do Israelis want that?
Do they want animosity with the
entire Muslim world? Do they
want to be accused of terrorism?
These are the questions that should
be circulated in the Israeli public
discourse. The settlers do not care
if Israel becomes a ghetto.
However, mainstream Israelis do
not want to live in a ghetto; they
want to be accepted and normal-
ized. This is where the link
between the occupation and the
settler threat to the state of Israel is
hitting the Israeli psyche. It is a
very good turn of events for the
Palestinians and for a potential
solution to the Israel-Palestine con-
flict. Now is the time to relaunch
the Arab peace initiative, and to
present it as a solution for Israel. It
should not be presented solely as a
plan that will allow Israelis to live
side by side with Palestinians in
peace, but as one that will allow
Israelis to live in peace in general.

Growing protest movement
is a wake-up call for all Israelis

Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib

F
RANCE’S relations
in Africa have been
strained. The set-

back in Niger jeopardiz-
es the country's entire
positioning in West
Africa, both militarily
and politically.
Unfortunately, for
French President
Emmanuel Macron, this
is not the only place
where his administration
is facing failure. We
might even dare to ask:
Is France about to lose
North Africa as well?
Indeed, relations
between France and
Morocco, Algeria,
Tunisia, and Libya have
been extremely tense.

One significant focus
for Macron has been reset-
ting relations with Algeria.
The upcoming official
visit of Algerian President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune to
France is intended to mark
a new beginning.
Regrettably, Macron has
not been able to achieve
this so far. This has
already come at the cost of
excellent relations with
Morocco. In his efforts to
improve ties with Algiers,
the French leader has
shifted his historical
stance on the Western
Sahara, straining his rela-
tionship with Morocco.
For many, he ended up los-
ing Morocco without gain-
ing Algeria.

This might pinpoint the
exact problem with French
foreign policy. While
seeking a complete reset
and departure from the old
colonialist perception of
France, the policy has not
been adequately formulat-
ed in terms of military,
security and economic
strategy. As a result, to
most African countries
within France's sphere of
influence, it appears to be
a weak and unappealing
offering. The main issue is
that despite uttering words
of regret for colonialism,
France continues to lec-
ture, rather than engage in
meaningful relationships.
Furthermore, the balance
of power has shifted,
largely due to Europe's
unmet energy and raw
materials needs. This sen-
timent might be gleaned
from Tebboune's statement
that his state visit to
France is "still main-
tained," but depends on
the Elysee Palace's sched-
ule, emphasizing that a

"state visit has conditions"
and "is not a tourist visit."
The visit, initially sched-
uled for early May, was
postponed to June due to
concerns among Algerians
that it might be overshad-
owed by the May 1
demonstrations over high-
ly contested pension
reforms in France.

However, the Algerian
leader has yet to make the
visit, which is intended to
solidify improved rela-
tions between the two
countries following
numerous diplomatic
crises. Instead, he traveled
to Russia in June, where
he received a grand recep-
tion from Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
Algiers and Moscow have
maintained privileged
relations for a long time.
Tebboune said: "Our visit
to Russia yielded concrete
results," adding that state
visits to China, Italy, and
Portugal have also been
successful. This illustrates
that the approach of giving
lessons could have worked
in the past when France
faced little competition in
Africa and North Africa.
However, in the present
day, it must contend with
China and Russia. Make
no mistake, significant
strides have been made by
both countries in recent
years. While grappling
with the Ukrainian con-
flict, Russia has been able
to strengthen its relations
and establish military
agreements with many
African countries.
Meanwhile, China has pre-
sented pragmatic and con-
structive solutions for
infrastructure develop-
ment and trade partner-
ships. In essence, they are
offering a better deal.

It is also no coincidence
that a robust communica-
tion and activist campaign
has emerged in both Africa
and France, aimed at
breaking away from
France's previous colo-
nialist role. This places
even more pressure on
Macron. Declarations of a
new chapter or reset can-
not merely be superficial,
but must possess genuine
substance. No one denies
the horrendous impact of
French colonialism, espe-
cially in Algeria, which
earned the moniker
"Country of the Million

Martyrs" due to the loss of
life and immense sacri-
fices made by Algerians
during their struggle for
independence from French
rule. This term acknowl-
edges the countless indi-
viduals who died or suf-
fered as a consequence of
the violence, repression
and conflicts that charac-
terized Algeria's fight for
freedom. In this context,
Algerian political forces
are determined to assert
their new position south of
the Mediterranean, and to
truly reset and rebalance
relations with France and
the West at large.

However, there is a spe-
cific reason this anti-colo-
nial sentiment is spread-
ing: France and the West
are weakening on the
international stage, and
this serves as a rallying
point. This weakening is
also prompting a different
discourse domestically, as
the recent protests show.
The progressive left's
agendas are intensifying
pressure by advocating a
break from institutional
aspects of the old world
order. Indeed, France, like
the West, is grappling with
uncertainty. This might be
the most pressing issue, as
the debate revolves around
the country's own identity.
This agenda is champi-
oned by the progressive
left, which leverages
France's colonial past to
draw parallels with what it
perceives as continuing
oppression. All of this
comes at a time when
Europe and the West have
less influence over the
world's fate and are even
threatened by a new global
order.

Tense relations between
France and Italy on Libya
reveal this state of doubt.
The key issue is not posi-
tive bilateral relations with
their African counterparts,
but a fight to access energy.
This highlights European
weaknesses at a time of
alternatives for trade and
security partnerships.
Indeed, China is offering a
much better long-term part-
nership than Europe. Can
Macron reverse the tide?
Can he reset relations with
Algeria? This depends on
what he can deliver, under-
scoring the need for a com-
prehensive reset of an over-
arching strategic foreign
policy that should be
inscribed with the EU.

New beginnings, old
problems: Why France

is failing in Africa
Khaled Abou Zahr

T
HE third joint
naval patrol
between China and

Russia, which is said to
have reached internation-
al waters close to Alaska
last week, has riled up the
US media, which has
dubbed the mission
"highly provocative".
The Wall Street Journal
(WSJ) reported that 11
Chinese and Russian
ships approached the
Aleutian Islands but later
departed without enter-
ing US territorial waters.
A P-8 maritime patrol
plane and four US
destroyers followed the
combined naval forces of
China and Russia,
according to the report.

China made the declara-
tion of joint patrol earlier,
which is a prudent action to
avoid misjudgment,
demonstrating transparen-
cy and confidence. On July
26, China's Ministry of
National Defense declared
that, in accordance with an
annual cooperation sched-
ule between the Chinese
and Russian militaries, the
two countries' navies
would hold a joint naval
patrol in West and North
Pacific waters. Despite
China's clarification that
the operation is not target-
ed against any third party
and has nothing to do with
the current international
and regional situation, the
US has become overtly
concerned about the
Russia-US voyage, given
the proximity of the Bering
Sea to Alaska. However, it
reveals the US' double
standard in that it frequent-
ly deploys warships and
aircrafts to the South China
Sea and the Taiwan Strait
for so-called freedom of
navigation operations but
does not accept other
nations' military presence
close to them.

It is ironic that US war-
ships frequently violate
Chinese territorial waters
in the South China Sea
under the name of freedom
of navigation, but becomes
alarmed when China and
Russia exercise their legal
patrol in international

waters without intruding
into the US waters.
Unsurprisingly, the US
won't consider it "freedom
of navigation" if the
Chinese or Russian navy
passes via the Panama
Canal or the Caribbean
Sea. So, under what legal
framework do they consid-
er the South China Sea
operations of their war-
ships to be free navigation?
The China-Russia joint
patrol has not intruded on
America's waters. So how
can it be considered
"provocation" or "aggres-
sion"? However, Brent
Sadler, a senior research
scientist at the Heritage
Foundation, ridiculously
referred to it as "highly
provocative". What gives
the US the right to criticize
China and Russia, who
have been conducting the
patrol in accordance with
international law?

The latest China-Russia
joint patrol came amid ris-
ing tensions in the South
China Sea and the Indo-
Pacific area, where the US
has increased combat pre-
paredness, rallied allies and
partners, and repeatedly
stoked unrest and instabili-
ty over the past few years
to alter the status quo. Even
though NATO's eastward
expansion has already
resulted in the Ukraine cri-
sis, Japan's decision to cre-
ate NATO's first liaison
office in Asia last month
sparked widespread con-
cerns about NATO's future
expansion into the Asia-
Pacific area. 

The Bering Sea and
other international seas in
the North Pacific are cru-
cial because they can be
used as gateways to the
Arctic. Similarly, the
Arctic shipping routes
could become important
passages for civilian ships
to conduct economic activ-
ities as a result of climate
change. The China-Russia
joint patrol is an encourag-
ing development that con-
tributes to preserving
regional stability and secu-
rity along these crucial

strategic corridors in the
Asia-Pacific, which the US
wishes to control due to its
hegemonic intentions.

From a military perspec-
tive, the China-Russia joint
sea patrol in West and
North Pacific waters is of
vital significance for both
countries. The level of
strategic mutual confi-
dence between them is
reflected in the latest naval
patrol, which significantly
strengthened the long-
standing friendship
between the two militaries.
It demonstrated how firmly
China and Russia are coop-
erating militarily. Russia
and China are both aware
of the growing military
alliance akin to NATO in
the Asia-Pacific area,
which poses a severe threat
to regional peace. The
combined patrol shows that
China and Russia remain
the region's pillars of peace
and stability. The two
nations' shared concern for
the strategic stability of the
region, as well as their
capabilities to uphold
peace and security in the
region were all reflected in
their joint patrol.

Most importantly, the
joint patrol also makes it
very evident to the US that
the world is moving toward
multipolarity and that in
the years to come, US
hegemonic interests will be
subject to increasing scruti-
ny and challenges. As long
as China and Russia work
strategically together and
take on obstacles together,
they can provide effective
deterrence, put together a
joint force to handle partic-
ular issues, fend off
attempts to repress the two
nations and restrain US
international wrongdoing.
In sum, it is expected that
despite Biden's efforts to
ease tensions with Beijing,
China and Russia's strate-
gic cooperation must be
maintained, and such joint
patrols should be conduct-
ed more regularly in a nor-
malized manner in order to
withstand escalating US-
led provocations in the
area. 

The China Daily

China-Russia joint patrol crucial
for regional peace and stability

Kamal Uddin Majumder



ISLAMABAD (APP):
The weekly inflation,
measured by the Sensitive
Price Indicator (SPI), wit-
nessed an increase of 0.69
percent for the combined
consumption group dur-
ing the week ended on
August 10, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics
(PBS) reported on Friday.
The SPI for the week
under review in the
above-mentioned group
was recorded at 273.43
points as compared to
271.56 points during the
past week, according to
the PBS data.

As compared to the
corresponding week of
last year, the SPI for the
combined consumption
group in the week under
review witnessed an
increase of 30.82 percent.

The weekly SPI with

the base year 2015-16
=100 is covering 17 urban
centers and 51 essential
items for all expenditure
groups.

The SPI for the lowest
consumption group up to
Rs 17,732, increased by
0.76 percent and went up
to 279.66 points from last
week’s 277.55 points.

The SPI for consump-
tion groups from Rs
17,732-22,888, Rs
22,889-29,517, Rs
29,518-44,175 and above
Rs 44,175 increased by
0.68 percent, 0.75 per-
cent, 0.77 and 0.57 per-
cent respectively.

During the week, out
of 51 items, prices of 29
(56.87 percent) items
increased, 05 (9.80 per-
cent) items decreased and
17 (33.33%) items
remained stable. The

items, which recorded a
decrease in their average
prices on a week-on-week
(WoW) included veg-
etable ghee 1 kg (1.59
percent), lpg (0.79 per-
cent), cooking oil (0.78
percent), mustard oil
(0.48 percent) and veg-
etable ghee 2.5 kg (0.10
percent). 

The items that record-
ed an increase in their
average prices on a week-
on-week (wow) basis,
included chillies powder
(3.72 percent), powdered
milk (3.65 percent), pulse
mash (3.13 percent), gar-
lic (2.39 percent), sugar
(2.30 percent), chicken
(2.27 percent), salt (1.84
percent), eggs (1.74 per-
cent) and electricity for
Q1 (1.75 percent).

The commodities that
witnessed a decrease in

price on a Year-on-Year
(YOY) basis, included
onions (28.77 percent),
electricity for q1 (16.63
percent), pulse masoor
(16.04 percent) and veg-
etable ghee 1 kg (1.93
percent).

On a Year-on-Year (YoY)
basis, the commodities
which recorded an increase
in their average prices
included wheat flour
(131.81 percent), cigarettes
(109.57 percent), gas
charges for q1 (108.38 per-
cent), tea lipton (95.19 per-
cent), rice basmati broken
(84.09 percent), chilies
powder (72.94 percent), rice
irri-6/9 (72.74 percent),
sugar (67.90 percent),
chicken (65.87), gur (58.93
percent), gents sponge chap-
pal (58.05 percent), potatoes
(57.02 percent) and toma-
toes (53.66 percent).

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The government has pro-
vided Rs 2,953 million for
the modernization of
agro-based Small and
Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) in order to
enhance farm output and
encourage agricultural
sector value addition for
enhancing farm income as
well as profit 
maximization.

The amount was dis-
bursed among 177 bor-
rowers under Prime
Minister Kissan Package
for dairy, livestock food
processing, fruit, and veg-
etable packaging across
the country, said an offi-
cial in the Ministry of
National Food Security
and Research.

Talking to APP here on
Friday he said that the
government has also pro-

vided Rs1,057 million for
mark-up subsidy and a
risk-sharing scheme for
farm mechanization to
enhance per-acre farm
income in the country. 

The amount was dis-
bursed among 507 bor-
rowers by the end of the
last fiscal year.

"Meanwhile, the gov-
ernment has disbursed
Rs12,817 million under
Prime Minister Youth
Agriculture Loan Scheme
in order to encourage
youth towards agriculture
entrepreneurship as well
as promote the agriculture
and livestock sector in the
country, he added."

The official said that
over 24,776 applications
were approved and out of
that 23,857 applications
were disbursed, adding
that an amount of

Rs14,917 million was
approved and Rs12,817
million disbursed among
the applicants.

The government, he
said under the Kissan
Package had provided
Rs3,830.9 million in
interest-free loans by June
to landless farmers, 
which were badly affected
due to torrential rains and
flash floods last year. 

He said adding that by
the month of June 2023,
interest-free loans were
provided to about 35,405
landless farmers in order
to revive the agriculture
sector in flood-hit areas
across the country, the
official added.

"The government has
introduced a multi-billion
rupee Kissan Package to
revive the agriculture sector
and enhance the per-acre

output of major and minor
crops, aiming to achieve
sustainable agricultural
growth and economic
development," he added.

"Moreover, the govern-
ment disbursed Rs12,817
million under Prime
Minister Youth Business
and Agriculture Scheme
to 23,857 farmers, which
provides financial assis-
tance and support to
young farmers in agricul-
ture entrepreneurship," he
added. The official further
said that recognizing the
importance of farm mech-
anization, the government
had provided Rs1,056
million to 507 farmers
under the markup and risk
scheme, he said adding
that the initiative aimed to
enhance productivity and
efficiency in the agricul-
ture sector.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Healthx
Pakistan, a prominent multi-
national healthcare manage-
ment company, has recently
unveiled a strategic partner-
ship with K-Electric, the
country's premier energy
company. This collaboration
marks a significant milestone
in corporate wellness and
aims to alleviate disease bur-
den and enhance the health
outcomes of KE employees.

Healthx's signature
Disease Management
Program, a cornerstone of
this partnership, is
designed to spearhead pos-
itive health outcomes for
KE by offering state-of-
the-art, evidence-based,
24/7 primary healthcare
services to their high-risk
employees. 

Under this program,
dedicated internationally
trained in-house healthcare
practitioners from Healthx
will diligently screen and
proactively attend to the
wellbeing of these employ-
ees in a hybrid 'phygital'
model, ensuring continu-
ous, data driven monitor-
ing via both on the ground
and digital interventions.
Emphasizing on evidence-
based medicine, this

unparalleled level of care
not only boosts employee
satisfaction and enhances
their clinical outcomes but
also effectively curtails
costs of healthcare expen-
ditures through preventive
measures. The result is a
holistic, cost effective and
proactive approach to
employee health and well-
ness, laying the ground-
work for a thriving future.

Khaqan Sikander, the
CEO of Healthx,
expressed his enthusiasm
about the partnership, stat-
ing, "Cultivating a healthi-
er tomorrow is not just a
vision; it's a shared
responsibility. Our part-
nership with K-Electric
marks a defining moment
in the healthcare industry,

the era of reactive, cost
inefficient care is gone,
the time for data driven,
preventative & cost-effi-
cient care is here. K elec-
tric is a pioneer in employ-
ee health & well-being in
many respects and we are
thrilled to embark on this
exciting and transforma-
tive journey with them."

Muhammad Rizwan
Dalia, Chief People
Officer at K-Electric,
emphasized the signifi-
cance of the partnership,
saying, "K-Electric
embarked on a preventive
healthcare model few
years back for its employ-
ees through periodic
health assessments. This
not only resulted in a
healthier and more

engaged work force, it
also allowed us to identify
high risk employees
requiring more attention
and follow ups. We are
glad to have found a part-
ner in the shape of
Healthx who share our
vision and can take our
wellness to the next level.
"

Healthx Pakistan is a
proud partner of the Trudoc
International Group, a multi-
national healthcare manage-
ment company with opera-
tions in over 6+ countries
and a customer ecosystem of
1.2 million+ paid members
& 6,700 corporate clients
across the Middle East,
Africa, and Asia.

K-Electric, a leading
energy company in
Pakistan, has been serving
its customers for more than
100 years, playing a pivotal
role in the country's power
sector. With a robust distri-
bution network and a strong
commitment to sustainabil-
ity and customer service,
K-Electric has pioneered
the industry. For more
information about this
transformative partnership
and its implications for cor-
porate health management,
please contact Healthx
Pakistan at 021-38282433.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) registered 2,220
new companies in July
2023, a 25% increase from
the previous year. 

The total capitalization
for these companies was
Rs. 3.3 billion. The total
number of registered com-
panies in the country rose
to 197,828. About 57% of
Pakistan's companies are
private limited companies,
41% single-member com-
panies, and 2% not-for-
profit associations, trade
organizations, and LLPs.
99.7% are registered
online, and three foreign
companies have estab-
lished business in

Pakistan. 86 foreign appli-
cants have registered from
overseas, said a press
release issued here
on Friday. 

The information tech-
nology sector took the
lead with incorporation of
316 companies , trading
with 309, services with
260,  real estate develop-
ment & construction with
252, food  & beverages
with 96, tourism with 91,
education with 90, corpo-
rate agricultural farming
with 70, ecommerce with
64, textile with 57, mar-
keting & advertisement
with 48, transport with 45,
engineering with 42,
healthcare with 41, phar-
maceutical 36, mining &

quarrying with 35, power
generation with 30, lodg-
ing  with 28, communica-
tions with 26, chemical
with 24, cosmetics & toi-
letries 21,  auto & allied
and broadcasting & tele-
casting  with 20 each,
paper & board with 19,
cables & electrical goods
with 12, and 168 compa-
nies were registered in
other sectors.

SECP integration with
FBR and provincial
departments led to 2123
NTN registrations, 69
EOBI, 40 PESSI/SESSI,
and 51 excise and taxation
departments, registering
2123 companies. Foreign
investment has been
reported in 42 new com-

panies, having foreign
investors from
Afghanistan, Canada,
China, Djibouti, Germany,
Hong Kong, Iran, Italy,
Kuwait, Norway, Saudi
Arabia, Singapore, Spain,
Sweden, Turkey, UAE,
UK, US and Vietnam.
Major chunk of invest-
ment was received from
China with 16 companies,
Singapore and UAE with
3 each, Afghanistan, Iran,
US and Vietnam with 02
each, and in 12 companies
from other countries.

SECP's WhatsApp
facility handles name
availability and incorpora-
tion queries, with 1,305
responses and a 96% satis-
faction rate in the month.

SIALKOT (APP): An awareness session
on 'Strategic Export Control Division'
was held at the Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SCCI) on
Friday.

The session was attended by SCCI
President Abdu Ghafoor Malik, Senior
Vice President Wahub Jahangir, Deputy
Director Strategic Export Control
Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Aown Arshad Gillani, Assistant
Director Strategic Export Control
Division Mussawir Ali Mirza and the
business community. 

Senior Vice President Wahub
Jahangir said Sialkot made footballs,
hockey sticks, cricket gears and boxing
gloves were used in international
games, including Olympics and the
World Cup. 

Most International Cricket Batsmen
prefer bats manufactured in Sialkot.
"The inheritance of skilled craftsman-
ship in manufacturing surgical instru-
ments forms a history spanning over a

century that has enabled us to manufac-
ture premium quality surgical instru-
ments which are exported over to over
140 countries around the world and are
used by Medics, Surgeons, Beauticians
and Dentists with complete trust," 
he said. 

In leather products and textile sports-
wear, Sialkot enjoyed a competitive
edge over other countries in quality and
style, he added. On this occasion,
Deputy Director Strategic Export
Control Division, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Aown Arshad Gillani briefed
the participants about the Pakistan’s
Export Control Policy, 
Pakistan’s International Obligations,
Strategic Export Control Act, Strategic
Export Control Division, Export
Control (Licensing and Enforcement)
Rules, Control Lists, Policy 
Guidelines on Strategic Export
Controls, Internal Compliance
Programme Guidelines and Outreach
and Capacity Building.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Dawlance is
the leading producer of
home-appliances in
Pakistan and a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Arcelik
- the 2nd largest manufac-
turer of electronics in
Europe. Due to its strict
adherence to global best-
practices for a sustainable
future, Dawlance has
recently won the prestigious
'Environmental Excellence
Award' from the 'National
Forum of Environment and
Health (NFEH).

Dawlance products
promise over 50% energy-
savings, to mitigate the
impact of the rising costs of
energy. This award also
recognizes Dawlance's con-
sistent efforts and cam-
paigns to spread public-
awareness about the impor-
tance of energy-conserva-
tion, for protecting the
Earth's environment. Thus,
millions of consumers are
inspired to make smarter,
more eco-friendly choices,
while using electrical prod-
ucts and technologies.

The coveted award was
presented to Dawlance in a
formal ceremony, by the
Secretary of Energy,
Government of Sindh - Mr.
Abu Bakar along with the
Consulate General of
United Arab Emirates in
Karachi - Mr. Bakheet
Ateeq Al Remethei. The
honorable guests appreciat-

ed the Dawlance manage-
ment team, including;
Nomanullah Khan, Syed
Shabih Haider, Summaya
Khaliq and Syed Safwan
Abdullah for promoting
global best-practices for
eco-friendly operations, to
preserve the environment
for the future generations.

The Chief Executive
Officer of Dawlance - Umar
Ahsan Khan thanked NFEH
for this honor and stated
that: "Dawlance is commit-
ted to its policy: "Progress
today, Preserve tomorrow. It
ensures the wellbeing of the
Pakistani nation and prom-
ises a sustainable future for
the planet. We have a vision
for elevating the quality of
life for our customers,
employees, dealers' and the

masses in general."
Arçelik - the parent-

company of Dawlance
invests heavily on research
for technological leader-
ship, to fulfill the evolving
needs of many diverse con-
sumer-segments. It pro-
duces a wide range of high-
ly innovative products like;
Refrigerators, air-condi-
tioners, microwave ovens,
washing machines, steam-
irons, Air-Fryers, etc.
Arcelik's products have
won many global awards
for performance and relia-
bility, while the company
also sponsors many initia-
tives for environmental sus-
tainability and socio-eco-
nomic development, to
ensure a healthy and pro-
gressive future for the

whole world.
Dawlance has 3 large

factories in Pakistan and it
is also exporting various
technology-products to
other parts of the world.
Arcelik is owned by 'Koç
Holding' - the largest
(Fortune-500) holding
company in Turkey, with
92,500 employees, 60 years
of history, 20 R&D Centres
and 23 manufacturing facil-
ities in 9 countries, while
its products are sold in over
150 countries. Since
Pakistan and Turkey are
fostering deeper socio-eco-
nomic ties as brotherly
Islamic nations, Koç
Holding is also committed
to expand its investments in
Pakistan, already worth
over 35 billion Dollars.
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Weekly inflation 
up by 0.69pc

ISLAMABAD: MOU signed between Pakistan Mineral Development Corporation and Miracle
Saltworks Collective Inc. for Export Quality Pink Rock Salt Crushing & Packaging facility. 

Govt provides Rs 2,953mln 
for agro-based SMEs

HONG KONG (AFP/APP):
Asian markets mostly fell
Friday as a below-forecast
US inflation reading boosted
hopes the Federal Reserve
will hold interest rates next
month but did little to dispel
fears it could hike later in the
year. A highly anticipated
report showed July con-
sumer prices rose more than
the previous month but less
than feared, giving the US
central bank room to take a
lighter touch with monetary
policy after more than a year
of tightening.

The data also showed
closely watched core infla-
tion was easing, while job-
less claims came in higher
than expected, adding to
optimism as the Fed uses
the strength of the labour
market as a guide in its
decision-making.

However, while there is a
broad expectation that poli-
cymakers will hold off on
lifting borrowing costs at
next month's meeting, ana-
lysts said there was still a
chance they could do so later
in the year. Debate is also
focused on how long rates
will stay elevated, and some
officials are keeping their
options open as they try to
bring inflation down.

San Francisco Fed boss
Mary Daly told Yahoo!
Finance that the latest read-
ing "came in largely as
expected, and that is good
news". But she added: "It is
not a data point that says vic-
tory is ours. There's still
more work to do. And the
Fed is fully committed to
resolutely bringing inflation
back down to its two percent
target." And National

Australia Bank's Tapas
Strickland said: "The data
should reinforce the widely
held view that the Fed could
skip a hike at the next meet-
ing in September, but also
keeps alive the possibility of
a further possible hike later
in the year given the tight-
ness in the labour market."

Others pointed out that
there were still big data
points to come before the
next policy decision, includ-
ing on jobs and inflation. SPI
Asset Management's
Stephen Innes said: "The
case for another rate hike
could still be made, especial-
ly on higher energy and food
pass-throughs."

Wall Street provided a
positive but largely tepid
lead, having suffered a late
retreat from the morning's
CPI-fuelled rally, with

observers suggesting a pull-
back was also expected after
a healthy first half of 2023.
Asia struggled once again.
Hong Kong and Shanghai
fell further, even as e-com-
merce titan Alibaba surged in
response to an earnings
report showing a forecast-
busting rise in first-quarter
revenue. Sydney, Singapore,
Manila and Jakarta also fell,
though Seoul, Wellington
and Taipei eked out gains.
Tokyo was closed for a pub-
lic holiday.

Investors are keeping
tabs on China, hoping lead-
ers will provide some con-
crete measures to boost the
torpid economy after more
grim figures released this
week on trade and inflation
reinforced the view that the
post-Covid recovery had
run out of steam.

Markets struggle again as US
inflation fails to sooth rate worries

SECP registers 2,220 
companies in July

Redefining Corporate Wellness

Healthx Pakistan and K-Electric partner
for Preventative Healthcare Management

Dawlance wins ‘Environmental-
Excellence Award’ presented by NFEH

Haleeb say
Mazboot Pakistan-
a CSR initiative by
Haleeb Foods Ltd

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Haleeb Foods
Ltd, has launched the
"Haleeb Say Mazboot
Pakistan" initiative to com-
bat malnutrition among
underprivileged children.
As part of this CSR effort,
Haleeb will distribute vita-
min A & D enriched milk to
disadvantaged children on
Independence Day. The ini-
tiative aims to improve the
children's nutrition and
overall health.

Beyond milk distribution,
Haleeb will initiate an aware-
ness campaign highlighting
the crucial role of proper
nutrition in child develop-
ment. The campaign intends
to foster community involve-
ment in addressing malnutri-
tion. The initiative reflects
Haleeb's long-term commit-
ment to children's well-being.

Awareness session on
‘Strategic Export Control

Division’ held
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Basketball girls
competition held
FAISALABAD (APP):
A basketball girls com-
petition was held at
Crescent Sports
Complex, in connec-
tion with Jashn-e-
Azadi celebrations,
here on Friday.
Faisalabad-A team
won the trophy by
beating Faisalabad-B
team by 32-04 points.
The winning team was
given a cash prize of
Rs 10,000 and a trophy
while the runner-up
received Rs 7,000 and
trophy. The event was
arranged by the district
sports department.

Asia Cup tickets
to go on sale 

LAHORE (APP): By
Sohail Ali The tickets
for the Pakistan leg of
the ACC Men's Asia
Cup 2023 will go on sale
from tomorrow,
Saturday. The tickets
will be available at
pcb.bookme.pk. The
ticket prices have been
set at affordable rates
keeping in view the
return of the Asia Cup in
Pakistan after 15 years
so the fans can watch the
Pakistan and Asian
cricket stars in action up
close. In the first phase,
the prices for the VIP
and Premium enclosures
at the Multan Cricket
Stadium and Lahore's
Gaddafi Stadium will be
unveiled. On the 76th
Independence Day, the
prices for the First Class
and General enclosures
will be announced.
These announcements
will be made through the
Pakistan Cricket Board's
official social media
channels. The details of
the Sri Lanka leg tickets
will be announced in
due course.

Kane's move from Spurs
to Bayern ‘imminent’

LONDON (Agencies):
England captain Harry
Kane is set to have a
medical at Bayern
Munich after being
given permission to
travel to Germany by
Tottenham. Bayern and
Spurs agreed a deal
worth more than 100m
euros (£86.4m) for the
the 30-year-old on
Thursday. The decision
to move was then left
up to Kane, who is
Tottenham's all-time
top scorer with 280
goals in 435 appear-
ances. Spurs boss Ange
Postecoglou confirmed
on Friday the deal is
"imminent". Kane had
one year left on his con-
tract and was unlikely
to stay with the club.
Providing there are no
unexpected issues,
Kane's move will be
completed in time to
start the Bundesliga
season next week. It
was felt the striker
wanted a decision
around his future made
before the season
began, but it has taken
Bayern most of the
summer to reach a point
where Spurs chairman
Daniel Levy was pre-
pared to do a deal. Kane
had initially been linked
with a move to
Manchester United this
summer, but it was
unclear whether Levy
would have been will-
ing to sell him to anoth-
er Premier League club.
He could have run
down the final year of
his contract before leav-
ing on a free transfer in
2024. Manchester
City's attempt to sign
Kane in 2021 prompted
the England striker to
delay his return for pre-
season training, but he
played on Tottenham's
recent pre-season tour
of Australia and South
East Asia while negoti-
ations with Bayern con-
tinued and last appeared
on Sunday against
Shakhtar Donetsk.
Spurs will face
Brentford in their first
match of the season on
Sunday while Bayern
begin their campaign
against RB Leipzig in
the German Super Cup
on Saturday. Kane has
won the Premier
League Golden Boot
three times - in 2015-
16, 2016-17 and 2020-
21 - and with 213 goals
from 320 games in the
English top-flight he
needs just 48 more to
break Alan Shearer's
Premier League scoring
record. A move to
Germany could kill off
that prospect.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): The
2nd Edition of Mari
Petroleum Azadi Hockey
Cup Organized by MPCL
and supervised by the
Pakistan Hockey
Federation, would be held
from August 15 to August
20 at Lt. Gen. Ashfaq
Nadeem Hockey Stadium,
Rawalpindi.

The tournament would
feature departmental teams,
including Mari Petroleum
(the host team), WAPDA,
Pakistan Army, Pakistan
Navy, Pakistan Air Force,
Police, and Punjab Rangers.
The event would be con-
ducted following FIH and
PHF rules, with technical
officials and umpires
appointed by the Pakistan
Hockey Federation oversee-
ing the matches, said a press
release.

Pride of Performance
awardee Olympian Nasir
Ali, who secured gold
medals in the 1984
Olympics and the 1982
World Cup, has been
appointed Tournament
Director for the Mari
Petroleum Azadi Hockey
Cup. Furthermore, Shuja
Iqbal Raja (Rawalpindi)
and Major R. Tariq Ahmed
(Rawalpindi) have been

appointed as Assistant
Tournament Directors.
Colonel R Muhammad
Yameen Khan (Mari
Petroleum) will fulfill the
role of Organizing
Secretary, while Dr. Ahsan
Tanveer (Islamabad) has
been designated Deputy
Organizing Secretary.

Zulfiqar Baig
(Rawalpindi) would serve
as the event media coordi-
nator, and Muhammad
Hafeez (Islamabad) will
assume the role of assistant
media coordinator.

The position of chief
coordinator has been
entrusted to Lt.

Col. R. Mohammad Asif
Naz Khokhar (Lahore).

Heading the jury of
appeal is Olympian Hanif
Khan (Karachi), an ex-cap-
tain of the national hockey
team, as well as a gold
medalist from the 1984
Olympics and the 1982
World Cup. Accompanying
him were former interna-
tional Hockey Player World
Cup Gold medalist, Rana
Muhammad Shafiq (Toba
Tek Singh), and Rai Usman
Akbar (Lahore), who will
both serve as members.

The Mari Petroleum
Azadi Hockey Cup

Technical Officials Panel
includes the following
appointed individuals: Haji
Naeem (Rawalpindi), Tariq
Butt (Lahore), Syed Zia
Hussain Bukhari
(Rawalpindi), Asif Baig
(Islamabad), Akhtar Ali
(Hyderabad), Yasir Lodhi
(CASCO), Mohammad
Yasin (Rawalpindi),
Rafiqur Rehman
(Rawalpindi), Murtaza
Bhatti (Rawalpindi), Tahir
Sharif Gujjar (Whari),
Hamza Tufail (Peshawar),
Asif Shahzad (Islamabad),
Naveed Ahmed
(Islamabad), and Gulfam
Khokhar (Islamabad).

Empires Panel: Anwar
Hussain (Army), Yasir
Khurshid International
(Railways), Haroon Rashid
International (Peshawar),
Ameer Hamza (Air Force),
Waqas Ahmed Butt
(WAPDA), Asad Abbas
(Army), Wasim (Army),
Fahad Ali Khan (Karachi),
Irfan Tahir (Bahawalpur),
Zahid Ali (Larkana),
Rizwan Khan (Karachi),
and Malik Safdar
(Islamabad).

The scheduled briefing
meeting for the tournament
is set to take place on
August 14 at Rawalpindi.

Azadi Hockey Cup
from Aug 15

CHENNAI (Monitoring
Desk): Pakistan hockey
team concluded their
Asian Hockey Champions
Trophy journey at fifth
position after handing
China a thumping 6-1
defeat on Friday.

The Green Shirts start-
ed the game on high as
they quickly took a 4-0
lead in the first quarter.

Although, China,
showed some grit and
managed to score their

solitary goal in the third
quarter but the green-
shirts eventually pulled
them back and scored two
more goals to hand them a
heavy defeat by a margin
of five goals.

Pakistan’s Mohammad
Ammad and Mohammad
Sufyan both scored two
goals each, while Hanan
Shahid and Abdul Rana
each scored one goal.

China’s Benhai Chen
scored the only goal of the

match in the 35th minute
through a penalty corner.

This was the first time
that the Green Shirts failed
to qualify for the semi-
finals of the Asian Hockey
Champions Trophy since
its inception in 2011.

The national team was
knocked out of the Asian
Champions Trophy, after
facing a daunting 0-4
defeat at the hands of
arch-rivals India on
Wednesday.

Pakistan’s only victory
in the Asian Champions
Trophy came against
China, which finished at
the bottom of the table
with one point only.

Prior to that game,
Pakistan was winless in the
Asian Champions Trophy,
as they drew against Japan
(3-3), and defending cham-
pions South Korea (1-1),
while, they were handed a
3-1 defeat at the hands of
Malaysia in their first
game.

Pakistan ended up with
the same points as Japan
and South Korea, howev-
er, it failed to qualify due
to goal difference, as the
other two teams pro-
gressed to the next round.

South Korea will face
Malaysia in the first semi-
final today, meanwhile,
India will face Japan in
the second semi-final on
the same day.

Pakistan previously
won the tournament in
2012 and 2013, while they
shared the trophy with
India in 2018 as the final
was forfeited due to per-
sistent rain. Meanwhile,
India have won the title in
2011 and 2016.

AUCKLAND (Agencies):
Sweden produced a mag-
nificent performance to
book a semi-final date with
Spain and leave Japan's
Women's World Cup
dreams in tatters.

Japan were seen as title
contenders after gliding
through the group stage
and defeating Norway in
the last 16. Here, they fell
behind to Amanda
Ilestedt's goal before
Manchester City midfield-
er Filippa Angeldahl dou-
bled Sweden's lead from
the penalty spot.

Japan were then awarded
a controversial spot-kick,
but Riko Ueki's 76th-
minute attempt hit the bar,
before West Ham's Honoka
Hayashi pulled a goal back
in the 87th minute. That
lifeline came moments after
Aoba Fujino hit the wood-
work from a free-kick, but
Sweden saw the game out
to make it into the last four.

New Arsenal defender

Ilestedt has emerged as
one of the players of the
tournament, and she now
has four goals. This time
she struck from the edge of
the six-yard box in the
32nd minute after Japan
failed to clear.

Goalkeeper Ayaka
Yamashita kept Japan in
the contest when she
tipped an attempt by
Sweden captain Kosovare
Asllani onto the post,
while Stina Blackstenius
had earlier missed a glori-
ous chance when the game
was goalless.

There looked to be no
coming back for Japan
when Angeldahl doubled
the lead after the video
assistant referee (VAR)
spotted a handball by
Japan's Liverpool mid-
fielder Fuka Nagano.

Japan had shone at this
World Cup, scoring 14
times in their previous four
matches. But they strug-
gled to test goalkeeper

Zecira Musovic often
enough at Eden Park as
Sweden moved to within
one win of a first World
Cup final since 2003, when
they lost to Germany in the
final in the United States.

Sweden turn on the style
Sweden needed a last-

minute winner to defeat
South Africa in their open-
ing game, while they
trailed the United States 3-
2 on penalties before elim-
inating the four-time world
champions in the first
knockout round.

They have shown
hunger and desire to reach
back-to-back World Cup
semi-finals and will fancy
their chances against Spain
back at Eden Park next
Tuesday.

Peter Gerhardsson's
players were riding the
crest of a wave after elimi-
nating the USA and they
successfully stifled a Japan
side who had been scoring
goals for fun. Japan only

came alive in the closing
stages and, even after
Hayashi scored, Sweden
negotiated the 10 minutes
of additional time.

After playing 120 min-
utes against the USA five
days earlier, the Swedes
once again ran themselves
into the ground to deserved-
ly book a semi-final spot.

One step too far
Japan have shown they

can counter-attack and cut
through opposition
defences at pace through-
out the tournament. Yet
this was one step too far
for the Nadeshiko. They
looked a pale imitation of
the side that had reached
the quarter-finals in style,
and got their first attempt
on goal in the 63rd minute.

Despite a strong ending,
hopes of reaching a third
World Cup final in their
most recent four attempts
were extinguished by an
impressive Sweden. Japan
have been great entertain-
ers at this tournament and
many of their players were
inconsolable at the full-
time whistle.

The exit of the 2011
world champions means
there will be a new World
Cup winner. Despite disap-
pointment at going out,
Japan boss Futoshi Ikeda
concentrated on positives
after the match.

"I saw my players grow
at this World Cup," he said.
"The younger players have
to use this experience and
take it into the Olympics
and other tournaments.
"Going forward we have to
grow from this."

Pakistan thrash China
to finish fifth in Asian

Champions Trophy

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
The Hazara Region Azadi
Cup Squash
Championship continued
on second day Friday with
seven matches of senior
and open categories
played here at the Jan Sher
Khan Squash Complex.

The championship has
been organised by the
Regional Squash Association
and the Regional Sports
Department.

In the first match, Saim
Tariq exhibited his skills
by securing a resounding
victory against Abdullah
Qadir by three to zero.
Likewise, Abu Bakar also
showcased his talent and
defeated Jazib Tariq with a
score of three to zero.

Likewise, Haris and
Saaim Tariq emerged as
victors in their matches
against Ismail and Rohan
respectively with the scores

of three to zero.
Abdullah Naser defeat-

ed Ahmed Ali in a closely
contested match with the
score of three to two, while
Bilal overwhelmed his
opponent Faizan with a
score of three to zero.

The match between
Matiab and Bilal Hussain
was a thrilling encounter,
in which Matiab emerged
victorious with a score of
two to one.

Six matches played 
in Hazara Region Azadi

Cup Squash C’ship

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Pakistan Cricket Board
Thursday confirms the sup-
port staff of the Pakistan
men’s team for the forth-
coming three One-Day
Internationals against
Afghanistan in Sri Lanka
from August 22-26 and
ACC Asia Cup to be held in
Pakistan and Sri Lanka
from August 30 to
September 17, 2023.

Pakistan men’s team will

play the opening match of
the ACC Asia Cup in Multan
on August 30 against Nepal.

Player support person-
nel: Rehan-ul-Haq (team
manager), Mickey Arthur
(Director – Pakistan men’s
team), Grant Bradburn
(head coach), Andrew
Puttick (batting coach),
Morne Morkel (bowling
coach), Aftab Khan (field-
ing coach), Abdul Rehman
(assistant coach), Dr Sohail

Saleem (team doctor),
Drikus Saaiman (strength
and conditioning coach),
Cliffe Deacon (physiother-
apist), Ahsan Iftikhar Nagi
(media manager), Lt Col
Usman Anwari (Retd)
(security manager), Ammar
Ahsan (digital content pro-
ducer, only for Asia Cup),
Maqbool Ahmad Babri
(psychologist), Talha Ejaz
(analyst) and Malang Ali
(masseur).

PCB confirms team 
management for Afghanistan

series and ACC Asia Cup

DHAKA (AP): The
Bangladesh Cricket Board
on Friday named Shakib
Al Hasan as its captain for
the upcoming Asia Cup
and World Cup.

The allrounder will
replace Tamim Iqbal, who
resigned from the captain-
cy because of uncertainty
around his fitness. Shakib
is now the captain for
Bangladesh in all three
formats of cricket after
being earlier appointed as
ODI skipper.

“Shakib is the easiest
choice as the captain for his
experience and influence,”
BCB president Nazmul
Hassan said. “So he was our
obvious choice.” Vice-cap-
tain Liton Das and all-

rounder Mehidy Hasan
were also candidates but the
BCB felt Shakib was best
equipped for dealing with
the pressure of a big tourna-
ment like the World Cup.

“Pressure is a big factor.
You can’t compare the
World Cup pressure and
pressure in a bilateral
series. Shakib is a per-
former and he knows how
to handle the pressure in
crucial tournament and
moment. At this moment
there is no one better than
him,” Nazmul added.

Shakib also captained
Bangladesh in the ODI for-
mat from 2009-11, includ-
ing the 2011 World Cup.

He was the deputy to fre-
quently-injured Mashrafe

Bin Mortaza from 2015-17
and led three more ODIs.

Shakib has so far led
Bangladesh in 19 tests and
39 T20s. The last of his 52
ODIs as captain was in 2017.

Tamim has already been
ruled out of the Asia Cup
that starts on Aug. 30. But he
is expected to be fit in time
for the ODI series against
New Zealand that starts on
Sept. 21 and the ODI World
Cup that follows.

Tamim’s resignation as
captain came less than a
month after he suddenly
retired from international
cricket but reversed the
decision in 28 hours fol-
lowing a meeting with
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

LAHORE (NNI): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday directed Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
to investigate the irregulari-
ties of the elections of
Pakistan’s Hockey
Federation and other matters.

Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif has taken notice of
irregularities in various mat-
ters, including the elections
of the Pakistan Hockey
Federation. He has directed
for a thorough investigation
into these matters and has
also instructed for a refer-
ence to be sent to the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA).

Last month, on July 19, a
special committee chaired
by Khawaja Asif convened
to discuss the PHF matters.
Following the meeting, rec-
ommendations were formu-
lated to address the irregu-
larities and were subse-
quently forwarded to the
Prime Minister.

In light of these recom-
mendations, the Prime
Minister has ordered trans-
parent conduct of the PHF
elections, ensuring a fair
process. He has also direct-
ed a comprehensive review
of the Hockey Clubs and
the Electoral College.

The Pakistan Sports

Board will implement the
Prime Minister’s directives.

It is evident that the
state of national sport
hockey is dire, and recent-
ly, the performance of the
Pakistan team in the Asian
Champions Trophy held in
India was notably inade-
quate. The team was elim-
inated from the event in
the initial rounds itself.

In this aforementioned
event, Pakistan secured a
sole victory in the match
against China, while fac-
ing defeats against
Malaysia and India and
managing draws against
Japan and Korea.

MONTREAL (Agencies):
World number one Iga
Swiatek beat Czech play-
er Karolina Muchova at
the Canadian Open after
lengthy rain delays left
the players waiting more
than nine hours to com-
plete the match.

The Polish top seed
won 6-1 4-6 6-4 in a repeat
of the French Open final.

Meanwhile, world num-
ber seven Coco Gauff
cruised past Wimbledon
champion Marketa
Vondrousova 6-3 6-0.
American Gauff will face
compatriot and doubles
partner Jessica Pegula in
the quarter-finals in
Montreal. Pegula swept
past Italy's Jasmine
Paolini 6-4 6-0 to secure
her place in the last eight.

The American got the
job done before the rain
arrived, which disrupted
play for most of the day and
causing several matches to
be postponed. World num-
ber two Aryna Sabalenka's

match against Liudmila
Samsonova was moved to
Friday, as well as the tie
between Petra Kvitova and
Belinda Bencic.

"For sure, it was a pret-
ty extraordinary day," said
Swiatek, who beat
Muchova at Roland
Garros in June to land her
third title this year. "I don't
think I've had such a situa-
tion in my career so there
is the opportunity to learn
something new and see
what I'm capable of. Even
though we played this
match, like, three times.
"You have to find energy,

even though we've been
here since 9am."

Swiatek saved several
break points to take the
opening set before
Muchova frustrated the
four-time Grand Slam
champion when she lev-
elled just before the rain
halted proceedings. On
their return, Swiatek
secured an early break
before the rain reappeared
and forced them off again.
The break was most of the
day, but Swiatek kept her
concentration to prevail.

She will face American
qualifier Danielle Collins,
who beat Canadian
Leylah Fernandez 6-2 6-
3, in the next round.
World number three Elena
Rybakina also advanced
to the quarter-finals with
a 6-3 6-3 victory over
American Sloane
Stephens and will now
face Russian Daria
Kasatkina, who beat the
Czech Republic's Marie
Bouzkova 6-3 6-4.

BD appoints Shakib 
as ODI captain for Asia

Cup and World Cup

Sweden topple Japan to book
Spain semi-final

Six matches
played in Hazara
Region Azadi Cup

Squash C’ship
ABBOTTABAD (APP): The
Hazara Region Azadi Cup
Squash Championship con-
tinued on second day Friday
with seven matches of senior
and open categories played
here at the Jan Sher Khan
Squash Complex.

The championship has
been organised by the
Regional Squash Association
and the Regional Sports
Department. In the first
match, Saim Tariq exhibited
his skills by securing a
resounding victory against
Abdullah Qadir by three to
zero. Likewise, Abu Bakar
also showcased his talent and
defeated Jazib Tariq with a
score of three to zero.

Likewise, Haris and
Saaim Tariq emerged as vic-
tors in their matches against
Ismail and Rohan respec-
tively with the scores of
three to zero. Abdullah Naser
defeated Ahmed Ali in a
closely contested match with
the score of three to two,
while Bilal overwhelmed his
opponent Faizan with a score
of three to zero.

The match between
Matiab and Bilal Hussain was
a thrilling encounter, in which
Matiab emerged victorious
with a score of two to one.

Swiatek wins after lengthy
rain delays in Montreal

PM Shehbaz Sharif
orders inquiry 

into PHF matters
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Power suspension

programme

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(IESCO) issued 2-day
power suspension pro-
gramme for Friday and
Saturday for various
areas of its region due
to necessary mainte-
nance and routine
development work.
According to IESCO
Spokesman, the power
supply of different
feeders and grid sta-
tions would remain sus-
pended for the period
on Friday From 07:00
AM to 12:00 Noon,
Rawalpindi City Circle,
Medina Colony, Chakra
Feeders, On Saturday
from 07:00 AM to
12:00 Noon,
Rawalpindi City Circle,
Gulzar Quaid, Gangal,
Airport, Khanna Road,
Bajnyal, New Milpur,
P&T Wini, CWO,
Jhangi, Gollra, EME
Complex Feeders,
Rawalpindi Cantt
Circle, Kohala, Mourt,
Islamabad Feed Mill,
Jhata Hatial, Basali,
Pind Jatla, Lab. I & II,
Industrial , Reliance
Weaving Mill, Bhal,
Jarrar Comp Feeders,
Attock Circle, Air
University, PM Colony
Feeders, Chakwal
Circle, Daulatala, Dera
Muslim Feeders,
Jhelum Circle, Sarai
Alamgir, Fatehpur,
Shukrila, Mandi
Bhalwal, Military
College, Shamsabad,
Garmala. , Sanghui,
Chotala, Borain,   F-2
Chipbord, Industrial,
Dorabdhal feeders and
surrounding areas.

IRSA releases
328,000 cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Thursday released
328,000 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
382,800 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1549.00 feet and
was 151.00 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as
228,100 cusecs and
198,700 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level
in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1237.60 feet, which
was 187.60 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 35,400
cusecs and 10,000
cusecs respectively.
The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 183,200,
235,400, 246,200 and
189,100 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
45,500 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 45,000 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala. Back

CTP issue 
traffic plan

RAWALPINDI (APP):
City Traffic Police
(CTP) here on Friday
issued a traffic plan to
facilitate commuters
and the general public
on Independence Day
(August 14) to be cele-
brated on Monday.
According to Chief
Traffic Officer (CTO)
Rawalpindi Tamoor
Khan, 34 special pickets
would be erected in the
city and on entry points
of Murree to thwart
one-wheeling on the eve
of August 14 and strict
action would be taken
against one-wheelers.
The traffic plan was
made and announced to
facilitate the citizens, he
added. He said the extra
force of traffic wardens
would be deployed on
all the roads and in
Murree to handle the
traffic load on August
14. Over 800 traffic
officials would be on
special duty on Aug 14
while on Sunday night
maximum office staff
of CTP Headquarters
would also be deployed
on field duties to regu-
late traffic on city
roads, he added. He
said CTO also consti-
tuted six special squads
comprising wardens to
curb one-wheeling and
car stunts by the
youngsters.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): On
the significant commemo-
ration of National
Minorities Day, celebrated
annually on the 11th of
August, Speaker National
Assembly Raja Pervez
Ashraf has extended heart-
felt tribute and profound
appreciation to all
Pakistani Minorities for
their exceptional contribu-
tions and unwavering ded-
ication towards the cher-
ished homeland.

He reiterated Pakistan's
unwavering commitment to
ensuring the full realization
of rights for out fellow citi-

zens, in accordance with the
principles enshrined in the
Constitution of Pakistan,
notably within Articles 36. 

The speaker emphati-
cally emphasized that
Pakistan embraced every
resident within its borders,
standing firmly against
any form of discrimination
based on caste, creed,
color, or religion. This
sentiment echoes the
resounding words of
Quaid-e-Azam on the his-
toric day of August 11,
1947, when he fervently
declared, "We embark on
this journey without dis-

tinctions, where every
community, caste, and
creed are treated equally.
We begin with the funda-
mental belief that we are
all citizens, equal citizens
of one nation."

On this solemn occasion
of National Minorities Day,
the speaker renewed the
nation's commitment to
construct a harmonious,
progressive, and inclusive
Pakistan, firmly grounded
in the foundational princi-
ples laid down by the
nation's visionary father,
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Medical
and Dental Council (PMDC) has directed
all medical and dental Institutions or uni-
versities to register with the council under
section 25 of the PM&DC Act for offering
postgraduate programs.

In a letter written to these institutions
on the directions of the Council, the
Registrar PM&DC has strictly refrained
all the colleges and universities, not to
advertise or offer any unrecognized post-
graduate medical and dental program.

"In case of non-compliance to the inti-
mation, the PM&DC will initiate disci-
plinary proceedings under section 35(i)
of PM&DC Act 2022 which states
Section 35 which says whoever runs or
establishes or endorses any institution or
advertises admissions in an institution
for imparting education in medicine or
dentistry, which is not recognized under
sections 21, 22, 25, 26 or 29 or in respect
of which recognition has been withdrawn
under section 33, shall be guilty of an
offence punishable with rigorous impris-
onment for a term which may extend to
five years, but shall not be less than a
year, or with fine which may extend to
twenty million rupees, but shall not be

less than ten million rupees, or with both
and shall also be liable to the closure of
such institution," read the letter.

According to PM&DC, all medical and
dental practitioners intending to acquire
postgraduate medical or dental qualifica-
tions in Pakistan have been informed to
take admissions in PM&DC's recognized
postgraduate programs only.

The PM&DC will register only those
PG qualifications which are duly inspected
and recognized by the council and are
included in the 2nd schedule of the
PM&DC Act 2022, the letter added.

It added, the PM&DC had set standards
of excellence and continues to work
towards implementing them in every med-
ical and dental institute across Pakistan for
both undergraduate and postgraduate edu-
cation. The council will continue working
towards the targets and will raise the stan-
dard of medical and dental education and
licensing in Pakistan while continuing to
discipline individuals and organizations
who do not meet the benchmarks of excel-
lence set by PM&DC. 

The list of recognized postgraduate
qualifications and DAIs are available on
the PM&DC website  www.pmdc.pk.

Raja appreciates
minorities for

services to country

ANF seizes
78 kg drugs

in eight
operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
eight operations across
the country managed to
recover over 78 kg drugs
and arrested eight
accused, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Friday. 

He said, 5 kg heroin
and 6 kg hashish were
recovered from secret
cavities of a car intercept-
ed near Motorway Toll
Plaza Islamabad. Two
suspects, residents of
Khyber and Peshawar,
were arrested during the
operation.

In an operation, 21 kg
heroin was recovered
from a house near Masri
Khan Chowk Peshawar.
During the operation, the
accused resident of
Peshawar was also arrest-
ed.

The spokesman said,
300 grams hashish was
recovered from the pos-
session of a local drug
dealer near Baidri Chowk
Mansehra.

In fourth operation
conducted in Sialkot,
heroin was recovered
from a parcel booked at a
courier office. 5 kg heroin
hidden in surgical items
was being smuggled to
Canada.

He informed that in
fifth operation, 30 heroin-
filled capsules were
recovered from the pos-
session of a Sri-Lanka
bound passenger arrested
at Multan Airport. The
accused resident of
Lahore was going on
Flight No G-9559.

ANF recovered 19.2 kg
opium and 20.4 kg
hashish from a Honda car
intercepted near Gojra
Interchange while during
the operation, an accused
resident of Swat was
arrested.

The spokesman said
that in seventh operation
at a courier office at
Jinnah International
Airport Karachi, 800
grams Ice drug concealed
in flag sticks was recov-
ered. The parcel was
booked for Qatar.

In eighth operation, 4
kg heroin and 1 kg Ice
drug were recovered from
a bus intercepted near
Vinder area in Hub.
During the operation, two
accused residents of
Turbat were also arrested.
Separate cases under the
Anti-Narcotics Act have
been registered against
the arrested accused and
further investigations are
under process.

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
the countdown has started
for the celebration of
Independence Day, falling
on August 14, a large num-
ber of stalls displaying
national flags, bunting,
flag-coloured dresses and
other accessories are set up
at the main avenues, mar-
kets and streets of the capi-
tal city to attract buyers.

Several patriotic young-
sters especially children
can be seen around these
stalls daily for buying flags,
bunting, badges and
Jashan-i-Azadi dresses to
finalize their preparations.

While to keep the inter-
est of kids intact in these
celebrations, the flag-
coloured toys are also on
display for the attraction.

Ahmad Shah, who is a
government employee,
said, “The stalls carrying
green and white coloured
Jashan-i-Azadi accessories
set up at different nook and
corners have not only
added a charm to the beau-
ty of the capital but reviv-
ing a patriotic spirit among
the citizens”.

“I have visited different

Jashan-i-Azadi stalls with
my children today to buy
them flags, buntings and
other stuff of their interest,
taking advantage of the
pleasant weather”, he said
while talking to APP.

The capital has worn a
green and white look with
several Jashan-i-Azadi
stalls as well as decorated
vehicles with flags plying
on different roads.

Nasira Jehan, a working
woman said, “We should
not only make our children
buy flags, bunting and
other accessories to cele-
brate this day but educate
them about the historical
struggle of our national
heroes and workers of
Pakistan Movement for the
creation of Pakistan and
how they can contribute to
make this country a better
place”. She said the idea of
tree plantation on August
14 will make this day more
purposeful and contribute
to reducing environmental
hazards being faced by the
country. Ameen Khan, a
roadside stall holder said,
“The occasion of
Independence Day allows

us to earn a handsome
amount through selling
flag-coloured items. Most
of our customers are youth
and children who buy these
things to decorate their
vehicles and homes.”

This year, vendors like
me are expecting good
sales as youth looks enthu-
siastic to prepare for
Independence Day celebra-
tions and then posting self-
ies on social media, he said.

Every year on
Independence Day, youth
and children show more
excitement toward cele-
brating this important occa-
sion and their motivation
comes through the variety
of stalls displaying unique
items to attract them.

“I bought buntings and
flags to decorate my home
and car as well as shirt, pin
badge, glasses and mask to
wear on the Independence
Day while my little sister
has just bought a toy”,
Shahan, a nine-year-old
said. “I have not shown my
stuff to my friends so that I
can have a unique look on
the day and no one can imi-
tate”, he said.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Independence Day seems to
be rainy as Pakistan
Meteorological Department
(PMD) on Friday forecast
rain-wind-thundershower
at various parts of the coun-
try from August 13 (night)
till August 16.

According to the synop-
tic situation, moderate
monsoon currents from
Arabian Sea were penetrat-
ing in upper parts of the
country. A westerly wave
was also likely to enter in
various parts of the country
on August 13.

Under the influence of
these systems, rain/wind-
thundershower with few
moderate to heavy falls is
expected in Kashmir,
(Neelum valley,
Muzaffarabad, Poonch,
Hattian, Bagh, Haveli,
Sudhanoti, Kotli,
Bhimber, Mirpur), Gilgit
Baltistan (Diamir, Astore,
Ghizer, Skardu, Hunza,
Gilgit, Ghanche, Shigar),
Murree, Galliyat,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum,
Mandi Bahauddin,
Hafizabad, Gujranwala,

Gujrat, Sialkot, Narowal,
Lahore, Kasur,
Sheikhupura, Chitral, Dir,
Swat, Shangla, Buner,
Mansehra, Kohistan,
Abbottabad, Haripur,
Peshawar, Mardan, Swabi
and Nowshera from
August 13 (evening/night)
to August 16 with occa-
sional gaps.

Ra in /w ind - thunde r -
shower is also expected in
Kurram, Lakki Marwat,
Kohat, Dera Ismail Khan,
Bannu, Karak, Waziristan,
Mianwali, Sargodha,
Khushab, Faisalabad, Toba
Tek Singh, Jhang and
Bhakkar from August 14-
16 with occasional gaps.

While in Dera Ghazi
Khan, Rajanpur, Musa
Khel, Barkhan, Zhob,
Kalat, Khuzdar on August
15 and 16. About the
impacts, the PMD said that
moderate to heavy falls
might increase the water
flows in local
Nullahs/streams of
Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan,
Chitral, Dir, Swat,
Kohistan, Shangla, Buner,
Manshera, Abbottabad,
Rawalp indi / I s lamabad

from August 14-16.
Moderate to heavy rains

may cause urban flooding
in low lying areas of
Islamabad/Rawalpindi,
Peshawar, Lahore on
August 14 and 15 and may
trigger landslides in the
vulnerable areas of Murree,
Galliyat, Kashmir, Gilgit
Baltistan and hilly areas of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa dur-
ing the wet spell.

The farmers are
advised to manage their
activities keeping in view
the weather forecast
while the tourists and
travelers are advised to
remain extra cautious to
avoid any untoward situa-
tion during the wet spell.
Wind-thunderstorm may
damage loose structures
like electric poles, solar
panels etc.

The general public is
advised to stay at safe
places during wind-
s torm/ l igh tn ing /heavy
rains. All concerned
authorities are advised to
remain alert and to take
necessary precautionary
measure during the fore-
cast period.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Radio Pakistan
has been airing a series of special pro-
grammes in connection with the
Independence Day celebrations to high-
light the progress made by the country
in different fields since its inception.
The programmes also aim at sensitizing
the young generation about the rationale
behind the creation of Pakistan, and
promoting patriotism and national 
harmony. 

The programmes include talk-shows,
interviews, reports, documentaries, quiz
competitions and excerpts from the
speeches of the Founder of Pakistan
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
and other eminent leaders of the
Independence Movement.

Through these programmes, the news
and current affairs and programme
wings are highlighting the history of
Pakistan, important events, achieve-
ments and noted contributions by vari-
ous personalities in different fields over
the past 75 years.

Radio Pakistan is airing different pro-
grammes on the subject from all its sta-
tions and units across the country. Radio
shows will be held as part of the
Independence Day celebrations.

Azadi Melas in connection with the
Independence Day celebrations are also
going to be held all over the country in
Punjabi, Sindhi, Balochi, Pashto,
Saraiki, Brahvi, Hindko, Balti, Shina
and Pahari languages. 

Thematic dramas on patriotism,

social harmony and national integrity
are being broadcast on weekly basis,
and it will continue till August this year.

Special Mushaira will also be aired
on 14th August, where eminent poets
will present their masterpieces to pay
tribute to the nation and its heroes.

On August 14, Radio Pakistan Lahore
will broadcast a 20 minutes special doc-
umentary titled " Constitutional
Development of Pakistan from 1947 to
1973" at 4.05 p.m., while Radio
Pakistan Islamabad will air a special
documentary regarding Pakistan's
achievements in the field of sports dur-
ing past 76 years.

A 30-minute musical programme
based on famous national songs will be
aired by Radio Pakistan at 3.30 p.m.

Radio Pakistan's English Channel
will broadcast a speech competition
between university students in connec-
tion with Independence Day celebra-
tions. 

Radio Pakistan Multan, Bahawalpur,
Faisalabad, D I Khan and Sargodha will
air a special quiz competition in youth
programme Hum Naujawan on 
August 14.

Besides, the Radio Pakistan will
cover live the flag hoisting ceremonies
both at Islamabad and provincial 
capitals. 

In the programme Subh Pakistan,
messages of the president, prime minis-
ter, Senate chairman and National
Assembly speaker will be broadcast.

PMD forecast rain from
Aug 13 till Aug 16 

Jashan-i-Azadi
stalls attract 

youngsters, children

ISLAMABAD: An attractive, eye catching view of thick hovering clouds over Faisal Mosque in
Federal Capital. 

ISLAMABAD: The longest flag was displayed during the rally, organized by the Tajir Etihad Group in
connection with Independence Day. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
National Highway
Authority (NHA) has been
working on the dualization
and up-gradation of 83 kilo-
meter Old Bannu Road in
Bannu district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province
which is nearing comple-
tion. An official of NHA
told APP on Friday that the
project was part of Indus
Highway and the first pack-
age of the project, 40 kilo-
meter Domail-Khurrum
portion was awarded to the
Frontier Works
Organization (FWO) at the
bid price of Rs 7.132 billion.
The work on the project was
started in February 2018 and
so far, about 68.75 percent
of physical progress has
been achieved mainly due to
lack of funds availability,
the official added.

He said its second pack-

age, the 35 km Khurram-
Karpa portion costing Rs
5.927 billion was awarded
to the FWO. Its work was
started in February 2018
and so far about 67.15 per-
cent of physical progress
has been achieved.

The third package of Old
Bannu road, 8 kilometer
Gaandi Chowk-Sarai
Naurang section was
awarded to M/s NCC-
IKAN-HRPL joint venture
at the bid price of Rs 0.718
billion. Work on the pack-
age also started in February
2018 and it has already
been accomplished. He fur-
ther said that the existing
road was single carriage-
way which was being dual-
ized and improved. He said
the project would provide
the heavy traffic movement
on Indus Highway (N-55)
with an alternate route thus

sharing the traffic burden
with Indus Highway.

The NHA official said
that infrastructure devel-
opment in the less devel-
oped areas would con-
tribute to their economic
uplift through accelerated
trade activities. Indus
Highway is 1,264 km long
that runs along the Indus
River connecting the port
city of Karachi with Kohat
and Peshawar via
D.G.Khan and D.I.Khan.
The highway being the
second largest road con-
nection after Grand Trunk
Road, provides an alter-
nate north-south link
while traversing 491 km
in Sindh, 360 km in
Punjab and 396 km in
KPK by connecting
Rajanpur, D.G.Khan,
D.I.Khan, Bannu, Kohat
and Peshawar.

Dualization, upgradation of Old
Bannu Road nearing completion

Radio Pakistan airing special
programmes in connection

with Independence DayMedical colleges asked to
avoid offering unrecognized

postgraduate program



1 dead, 45 injured

KABUL (Agencies): Tragedy struck in northern
Afghanistan’s Kunduz province as a mini-bus
overturned, claiming the life of one individual
and leaving 45 others injured. Dr Ahmad Noor
Omarzai, a medical professional at a local hospi-
tal, provided this information, underscoring the
gravity of the incident. The road accident
occurred in Imam Sahib District on a Wednesday
evening. As a result, a child lost their life while 45
others, including women and children, sustained
injuries, according to a health official.

Food aid provided to 200 families

KABUL (Agenices): The Natural Disaster
Management Department in Paktia has
reported that over 200 families severely
impacted by the floods have received vital
assistance within the province. Nisar
Ahmad Nijat, the Director of the Natural
Disaster Management Department in
Paktia, said that the distribution of essen-
tial food supplies, encompassing wheat,
rice, and other provisions, has been distrib-
uted to these families.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

MUHARRAM-UL-HARRAM 23, 1445 — Saturday, August 12, 2023

The Frontier Post

HERAT CITY (Pajhwok):
The residents of Herat
City, the capital of west-
ern Herat province, have
complained against the
shortage of drinking
water and asked local
officials to address this
serious issue. Atiqullah,
the resident of Herat
City’s 7th Municipality
District, told Pajhwok
Afghan News: “Now they
have access to tap water
two to three hours while
in the past they had up to
15 hours access to tap
water.” He complained
the Water Supply
Department collected its
charges prior while it was
failed to supply adequate

water to the residents.
He said: “Tap water are

not available for more
than three hours these
days, water comes during
the night and we must
remained awake, some-
times we bring drinking
water from Mosques.”

Mohammad Younis,
the resident of 3rd
Municipality District,
also complained against
the shortage of drinking
water and said the dura-
tion of water supply was
not more than three hours
in 24 hours. He said other
residents faced similar
issue and asked local offi-
cials to address their
problem.

Some residents also
complained against the
waste of water by some
people. Abdul Razaq, the
resident of Herat City,
said people should be
careful when it comes to
the use of drinking water,
it should not be used for
cleaning and irrigation
purpose.

Gharib Shah Haidari,
Herat City Water Supply
General Director, said
water in their well had
declined by 40 percent.

“The ground water
level dropped by 40 per-
cent while the water in
our well dropped by up to
120 metres,” he said.

Herat University

Teacher Ahmad Wahid,
said: “Ground water is a
blessing bestwed to the
humanity and we should
carefully used them.”

He added everyone in
Herat is concerned about
the unnecessary use of
drinking water and people
themselves should pre-
vent this trend.

Clean drinking water
shortage issue in Herat
City surfaced at times
when according to
experts if digging deep
wells and unnecessary
use of drinking water is
not stopped then around
two million people in
Herat will faced with
water shortage.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Reporters Without Borders
(RSF) in a new report
titled “Afghan journalism
still resisting after two
years of Taliban persecu-
tion” said that more than
80% of Afghanistan’s
women journalists have
had to stop working since
15 August 2021.

“And of the roughly
12,000 journalists – male
and female – that
Afghanistan had in 2021,
more than two thirds have
abandoned the profes-
sion,” the report cited.

The report detailed the
challenges to Afghan
media in the past two
years.

“Latest examples: at the
beginning of August, the
local authorities in

Nangarhar province closed
the premises of Hamisha
Bahar television and radio
under Sharia law, thereby
depriving the radio stations
Nen – which was housed
there and used the same
technical means of broad-
casting – and Jawanan –
which had a transmitter
there for local radio broad-
casting –, of their ability to
broadcast,” the report
reads.

“The problems which
exist should be solved,
otherwise this situation
will force other media out-
lets to stop their opera-
tions,” said Masror Lutfi,
the head of the
Afghanistan National
Journalists Union (ANJU)

Meanwhile, some jour-
nalists voiced concerns

about the restrictions in
access to information over
the past two years.

“We have faced many
restrictions and we could
not find information on
time,” said Mustafa, a
journalist.

“Unfortunately, the
journalists cannot receive
on-time information” said
Habibullah, a journalist.

This comes as the
Ministry of Information
and Culture (MoIC)
claimed that the ministry
has not closed any media
organizations over the last
year.

The Deputy Minister of
Information and Culture in
charge of publication,
Mahajar Farahi, said that
the interim government
supports journalists and

media.
“Within one year, the

Islamic Emirate, particu-
larly the Ministry of
Information and Culture,
has not closed any media
organizations. However,
there could have been
some exemptions of viola-
tions,” he said.

RSF said that based on
the Afghan Independent
Journalists Association
(AIJA), more than half of
the 547 media outlets that
were registered in 2021
have since disappeared.

“Of the 150 TV chan-
nels, fewer than 70 remain.
Of the 307 radio stations,
only 170 are still broad-
casting. The number of
news agencies has gone
from 31 to 18,” the report
cited.  

KABUL (Agencies): First
Deputy Prime Minister
Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar met with Nail
Olpak, President of the
Foreign Economic
Relations Board (DEIK) of
Turkey and a number of
Turkish businessmen in
Istanbul on Friday.

Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs said in a
statement that in addition to
the economic and commer-
cial issues, there were com-
prehensive discussions
about the opportunities for
investment.

The meeting was attend-
ed also by heads and repre-
sentatives of companies
which work in building
infrastructures, mining,
mechanization of agricul-
ture, electricity generation,
building railways, produc-
tion of foodstuffs and med-
icines, trade, telecommuni-
cations and in the tourism
sector, at the regional and
global level and have work
experience and a long his-
tory of investment, accord-
ing to the statement.

Baradar assured the
Afghan and Turkish busi-
nessmen that security pre-

vails across Afghanistan
and there is better opportu-
nity for investment.

He said that the Islamic
Emirate has provided facil-
ities for investment in min-
ing, agriculture, electricity
generation, infrastructure,
industry, telecommunica-
tions, trade and other fields
and provides full support to
investors.

Also, during this meet-

ing, comprehensive infor-
mation was shared about
investment, existing oppor-
tunities and facilities creat-
ed by the Islamic Emirate
for the participants.

During the meeting, the
representatives of partici-
pating companies, many of
whom have investment
background and work expe-
rience in Afghanistan,
expressed their full interest

in investing in Afghanistan
and made it clear that they
will use the opportunities
available for both coun-
tries, read the statement.

The Turkish Foreign
Trade Board (DEIK) is a
Turkish non-governmental
organization that was estab-
lished in 1985 and has suc-
cessful investment experi-
ence in 152 countries
around the world.

Baradar meets head of
Foreign Economic

Relations Board of Turkey

80% of female Afghan journalists had
to stop work since August 2021: RSF

Herat City residents complain
drinking water shortage

N A N G A R H A R
(Agencies): Acting minis-
ter of agriculture and live-
stock in a visit to eastern
provinces has said that the
ministry has sufficient
funds to strengthen the
agricultural sector this year,
and most of the budget will
be used to implement basic
projects aimed at self-suffi-
ciency.

During the trip, Ataullah
Omari also met with local
officials and a number of
farmers and gardeners of
Laghman, Nangarhar,
Kunar and Nuristan
provinces and promised to
address their problems.

“We want to talk and
work closely with farmers
in the areas of refined
seeds, livestock develop-
ment and agricultural and
dairy products and market-
ing,” Omari said.

The acting minister
added that he has also
talked about the creation of
new water canals and the
prevention of land grabbing

with farmers and local offi-
cials in the mentioned
provinces.

According to Omari, the
leadership of the Islamic
Emirate has ordered the
ministry to take serious and
effective steps to attract

investment and develop the
agricultural sector.

“We have always been
guided by the leadership to
manage the sector and irri-
gation and the construction
of canals to provide further
development for agricul-

ture in the country,” said
Omari.

He said that during the
trip he has noted the mes-
sages and demands of the
people of the province and
will take action after return-
ing to Kabul.

KABUL (Pajhwok):
Emergency Hospital
Country Director Stefano
Sozza has said the number
of people arriving at emer-
gency facilities with violent
injuries in Afghanistan has
dropped almost to zero in
2023. In a statement he said
the decline in the number of
emergency patients in vio-
lence was due to improved
security situation but added

“While the number of
people arriving at
Emergency’s facilities with
violent injuries is decreas-
ing, the number of those
who die because they can-
not access treatment is ris-
ing,” he said.

“At our hospital in
Kabul for example, we
managed 29 mass casual-
ties in 2022, totalling more
than 380 patients. In 2023,
we have managed only two,
and from March 2023 to
date none,”Sozza said.

He added that
Emergency had widened
admission criteria at its
Surgical Centres, in partic-
ular in the Lashkar-Gah
hospital, to include civilian
trauma cases. This runs par-
allel to a clear change in the
security conditions in the
country. All of
EMERGENCY’s services
are completely free, creat-
ing a lifeline in a country

where OCHA projects near-
ly 30 million need urgent
humanitarian assistance to
survive.

As part of the organisa-
tion’s efforts to increase the
long-term sustainability of
its care, EMERGENCY
prioritises training local
colleagues: more than 97
per cent of
EMERGENCY’s staff in
the country are Afghan.

EMERGENCY’s active
residency programmes
include surgery, anaesthe-
sia, gynaecology and paedi-
atrics. “In a country already
struggling with very serious
economic and humanitarian
crises, denying girls educa-

tion means depriving
Afghanistan of future
resources that could
strengthen the economy,
public health and stability,”
says Sozza. “In the same
way, prohibiting employ-
ment in NGOs reduces the
possibility for vulnerable
segments of the population
to be reached and to have
their needs and rights
recognised. Our women
colleagues continue to
work with us, but we
believe it is nevertheless
essential that the authorities
reconsider these decisions
to allow women to continue
contributing to the develop-
ment of their country.”

KABUL (Agenices):
Acting Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi in a
meeting with the outgoing
ambassador of China in
Kabul, Wang Yu, has said
that Beijing’s foreign poli-
cy towards Afghanistan in
the past two years has been
positive.

Abdul Qahar Balkhi, a
spokesman for foreign min-

istry, said in a statement on
Friday that the meeting
focused on Afghanistan-
China relations over the last
two years, China’s invest-
ment in Afghanistan and
expansion of relations
between the two countries
in the future.

Muttaqi appreciated
diplomatic tenure of the
Chinese ambassador in

Kabul, particularly for
keeping the mission active
during political develop-
ments. He also called
China’s foreign policy
towards Afghanistan dur-
ing this period positive
and expressed hope for
further enhancement, the
statement said.

The Chinese envoy
thanked Muttaqi for pro-

viding all facilities dur-
ing his mission. He also
highlighted the expan-
sion of Afghanistan-
China bilateral relations
over the last two years,
adding that China
remains committed to
maintaining high-level
diplomatic relations,
according to the 
statement.

Muttaqi calls China’s policy
towards Afghanistan ‘positive’

Acting agriculture minister: Most of the
budget will be used for self-sufficiency

Violence prone casualties 
almost zero in Afghanistan
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ISLAMABAD (INP): PTI
Central Information Secretary
Raoof Hasan congratulated
the entire nation on the com-
pletion of the tenure of the cal-
lous, criminal and fascist gov-
ernment imposed on the
nation through foreign con-
spiracy, hoping that elections
would be held on the constitu-
tionally mandated timeframe
to bring PTI Chairman Imran
back to power again. 

In a video message, PTI
CIS said that an American
company, The Intercept, has
made the cipher public,
which solidified the former

prime minister’s claims and
put a stamp on his truthful-
ness. Raoof Hasan stated that
although the ministers of the
PDM government were con-
stantly changing their stance
regarding the existence and
veracity of the cipher and
even they blamed Imran
Khan for its release.

However, he stated that
despite all their tricks, the
truth has come out today that
verily the cipher was a reali-
ty, which was the story of the
conversation that took place
between Pakistani Amb-
assador Asad Majeed and the

American officer Donald Lu
in Washington DC. Raoof
Hasan stated that in this con-
versation, Donald Lu
expressed reservations about
the then prime minister
Imran Khan's visit to Russia.

Moreover, he said that in
this conversation, it was
said that if Imran Khan was
ousted through a no-confi-
dence vote, the situation in
Pakistan would be
improved; adding that the
international news report
put a stamp on truthfulness
of Imran Khan, who stood
triumphant today.

Report on cipher put a stamp
on Khan’s truthfulness: Raoof 

NEW DELHI (Agencies):
India’s government unveiled
new punishments for mob
lynchings and crimes against
women on Friday in a pro-
posal for the country’s
biggest criminal justice
overhaul since the British
colonial era.

India’s Penal Code and
other statutes governing the
police and courts were intro-
duced in the 19th century,
while the country was gov-
erned by the British crown.
Sweeping changes to the
laws would remove archaic
references to the British
monarchy and other “signs
of our slavery”, Home
Minister Amit Shah told par-
liament Friday.

“These laws were made
to strengthen the colonial
rule, to protect colonial
rulers, and the intention was
to punish and not give jus-
tice,” he told lawmakers
while introducing bills for

the reforms. “We are going
to change this and the spirit
of these new laws will be to
protect the constitutional
rights of our citizens.”

New provisions in the
laws would impose the
death penalty on perpetra-
tors of mob lynchings and
minimum sentences of 20
years for gang rape. The
bills also introduce commu-
nity service provisions for
petty crimes to ease the
chronic backlog of criminal
cases in Indian courts,
which have millions of
pending cases. Fixed time-
lines would be imposed for
trials and criminal investiga-
tions in a country where
both can drag on for years
without result.

The bills have been
referred to a parliamentary
committee for further delib-
eration but could be passed
before the current legislature
dissolves ahead of general

elections next May. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Hindu-nationalist govern-
ment has sought to remove
lingering symbols of colo-
nial rule from India’s history
books, urban landscape and
political institutions. It has
renovated the capital New
Delhi’s parliamentary
precinct, originally designed
by the British, to replace old
colonial-era structures.

Last year Modi inaugu-
rated a statue of Subhas
Chandra Bose, an independ-
ence hero venerated for tak-
ing up arms against the
British, but controversial for
his collaboration with Nazi
Germany’s war machine. 

The unveiling ceremony
took place just hours before
Britain announced the death
of Queen Elizabeth II, and
the statue itself replaces one
of Britain’s King George V
torn down nearly half a cen-
tury ago.

India proposes sweeping
overhaul of British-era laws

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Friday reserved
its judgment, observing that
it would pass an appropri-
ate order in an appeal of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman seeking his
shifting from the District
Jail Attock to the Central
Jail Adiala.

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq reserved the verdict
after hearing arguments
from respondents in the
said case. During the
course of proceedings, the
chief justice remarked that
the petitioner was of the
view that the trial court had
sent him to the Adiala Jail
but he was lodged in the
Attock Jail.

Assistant Advocate
General Punjab Rao
Shaukat produced the noti-
fication regarding shifting
of the convict to the Attock
Jail, saying reasons were
mentioned about the action.
To the court’s query, he said
that a lawyer of PTI chair-
man had already met him
on August 7 to take his sig-
natures on the power of
attorney and other docu-
ments.

The court questioned
whether a lawyer could
meet his client only for his
taking signatures on docu-
ment. Rejecting the
requests to visit the prison-
er could fall under con-
tempt of court, he added.
Rao Shaukat said the jail
administration had permit-
ted the lawyer to visit
Imran Khan on August 7,
but they reached late on
August 8 and 9.

The petitioner’s counsel
Sher Afzal Marawat
argued that the lawyers
were being humiliated in
the matter of meeting their
client. The chief justice
observed that the PTI chief
was a former prime minis-
ter and leader of a big
political party, and at the
same time he was convict-
ed, and “we have to move
while keeping in mind all
of this together”.

He said the court was
viewing the matter deeply
so such thing wouldn’t hap-
pen again. The PTI chair-
man should be provided
facilities as per the rules, he
added. The chief justice
said the court would pass
an order pertaining to the

provision of facilities to the
PTI chief in prison and the
permission to meet his
lawyers. After this, the
court reserved its verdict.

IHC reserves verdict about 
shifting of Imran to Adiala Jail

I S L A M A B A D
(Agencies): Former law
minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar on Friday termed the
Supreme Court (SC) rul-
ing on the judgements
review law as “very unfor-
tunate”, but said that it
would not affect former
premier Nawaz Sharif’s
prospects of returning to
electoral politics anytime
soon.

Speaking to media after
a three-member bench
headed by Chief Justice
Umar Ata Bandial struck
down the new law, the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) senator
termed the timing of the
verdict “important”. He
said that the Constitution
had laid down rules of the
game for all state organs
which was also called tri-
chotomy of powers.

“Courts interfere in the
Parliament's jurisdiction

again and again and give
verdicts that put a curb on
its supremacy [...] this is
not a good tradition,” he
lamented. He maintained
that this has happened in
the past and “it weakens
the state's institutions and
not strengthens them”.
Tarar added that the timing
of the verdict was also
painful for him as the ver-
dict was announced after
the dissolution of the
National Assembly.
Therefore, new legislation
couldn't be done in light of
the apex court’s directives.

“The law was enacted
on the demand of bar
councils which were of the
view that the scope of the
review was so narrow that
it would be an injustice to
many people,” he added.
He further explained that
the judgements law had
made it mandatory for the
top court to form a bench

larger than the one that
gave the original verdict.

“Another good thing
was that it provided an
option to change the
lawyer,” he said. After the
SC’s verdict, it was widely
believed that the doors on
Nawaz Sharif’s electoral
politics had been closed.
“This will not affect the
prospects of Nawaz
Sharif's return to electoral
politics as his lifetime dis-
qualification was undone
by an amendment to
Election Act 2017,” he
clarified.

The disqualification
clause in Article 62 of the
Constitution was amended
and now the disqualifica-
tion would not be more
than five years. Tarar
asserted that it would be
against the fundamental
rights to bar anyone from
seeking votes and going to
people. 

‘SC ruling will not affect
Nawaz’s bid to contest polls’

KYIV (Agencies): As the
Russia-Ukraine war inten-
sifies with Moscow gradu-
ally securing gains in the
eastern part of the neigh-
bouring country, President
Volodymyr Zelensky
Friday dismissed some top
military officials over cor-
ruption charges, saying "the
system should be headed by
those who know about the
war".

Volodymyr Zelensky
wrote on social media: "We
are dismissing all regional
military commissars," the
decision he took after meet-
ing with senior military
leadership. He added: "This
system should be run by
people who know exactly
what war is and why cyni-
cism and bribery at a time
of war is high treason."

Amid the Russia-
Ukraine war, Kyiv has been
mandating his people to
launch an assault against
Moscow’s advance to
recapture the lost territory
under its counter-offensive.
The action reflects
Ukraine’s efforts to clamp
down on graft and corrup-
tion as part of sweeping
reforms requested by
Western institutions like the
European Union(EU),
which Ukraine hopes to
join. "During the inspection
of the territorial recruitment
centres, law enforcement
agencies exposed cases of
corruption," the presidency

said in a separate statement.
It further noted that

Ukraine’s general mobilisa-
tion was a key area in
which inspectors had
uncovered instances of foul
play. These "pose a threat to
Ukraine’s national security
and undermine confidence
in state institutions," the
statement added.

“Ukraine’s security
council recommended that
the head of the army select
replacements who have bat-
tlefield experience and
were vetted by Ukraine’s
intelligence services,” it
underlined. Separately,
Russia said Friday that it
got better in its fighting
positions around northeast
Ukraine, as Kyiv’s troops
struggle ahead with their
counteroffensive in other
areas. Moscow also
launched a volley of hyper-
sonic missiles at western
Ukraine in an attack that
killed one in a part of the
country that has largely
been spared from Russia.

According to Moscow’s
defence ministry, Russian
units had "continued offen-
sive operations on a wide
front and improved the tac-
tical situation" in Vilshana
and Pershotravneve to the
east of Kupiansk. The situ-
ation around Kupiansk was
"difficult, given the power
of the enemy group, but
controlled", said Sergiy
Cherevaty, spokesman for

Ukraine’s eastern forces.
Ukrainian officials in
Kupiansk urged residents
Thursday in 37 settlements
wedged between the town
and Russian lines to evacu-
ate the area.

“Residents could evacu-
ate to Kharkiv, some 90
kilometres (55 miles) west,
where they would have the
option to move to safer
regions,” they said.
Russia’s drive in Kupiansk
has sought to draw
Ukrainian forces away
from Kyiv’s own coun-
teroffensive. Officials said
they had downed a drone
aimed at the capital, the lat-
est in a string of attacks on
the city in recent days.

A Ukrainian drone was
destroyed over the western
outskirts of Moscow, the
defence ministry said,
adding there was no dam-
age or casualties as a result
of the incident. "An attempt
by the Kyiv regime to carry
out a terrorist attack using
an unmanned aerial vehicle
on a facility in Moscow
was thwarted," the defence
ministry said, indicating no
casualties. 

Largely spared in the
early part of the conflict,
the capital has seen a surge
in attacks in recent months.
Russia said Thursday, it
thwarted two drones head-
ed for Moscow, a day after
two others were destroyed
on approach.

Zelensky fires ‘corrupt’
military commissars

HUWAII (Agencies): Death toll from
Hawaii wildfire in Maui's Lahaina
town killed at least 55 people leaving
80% of the town decimated 55,
according to Governor Josh Green,
making it the deadliest wildfire in US
history in which hundreds of fire-
fighters are on the ground to contain
the fire.

The blaze started on Hawaii's
Maui island Tuesday and was fanned
by winds from a nearby hurricane.
According to the authorities, the
blaze moved so quickly that many
could not get time to escape, trapped
in the streets or throwing themselves
into the ocean. "What we've seen
today has been catastrophic... likely
the largest natural disaster in Hawaii
state history," Governor Green said.
"In 1960 we had 61 fatalities when a
large wave came through Big Island,"
he said earlier in the day, referring to
a tragedy that struck a year after
Hawaii became the 50th US state.

Maui County officials said just
after 9:00pm Thursday (0700 GMT
Friday) that fatalities stood at 55, and
firefighters were still battling the
blaze in the town that served as the
Hawaiian kingdom's capital in the
early 19th century. "This time, it's
very likely that our death totals will
significantly exceed that," the
Governor noted. "It really looks like
somebody came along and just
bombed the whole town. It's com-
pletely devastated," said Canadian
Brandon Wilson, who had travelled to
Hawaii. "It was really hard to see," he
said. "You feel so bad for people.
They lost their homes, their lives,
their livelihoods."

The fires follow other extreme
weather events in North America this
summer, with record-breaking wild-
fires still burning across Canada and

a major heat wave baking the US
southwest. Europe and parts of Asia
have also endured soaring tempera-
tures, with major fires and floods
wreaking havoc. The burned skele-
tons of trees still stand, rising above
the ashes of the buildings to which
they once offered shelter.

Green said 80% of the town was
gone. "Buildings that we've all
enjoyed and celebrated together for
decades, for generations, are com-
pletely destroyed," he said.
Thousands have been left homeless
and Green said a massive operation
was swinging into action to find
accommodation. "We are going to
need to house thousands of people,"
he told a press conference. "That will
mean reaching out to all of our hotels
and those in the community to ask
people to rent extra rooms at their
property."

President Joe Biden on Thursday
declared the fires a "major disaster"
and unblocked federal aid for relief
efforts, with rebuilding expected to
take years. US Coast Guard com-
mander Aja Kirksey told CNN
around 100 people were believed to
have jumped into the water in a des-
perate effort to flee the fast-moving
flames as they tore through Lahaina.
Kirksey said helicopter pilots strug-
gled to see because of dense smoke,
but that a Coast Guard vessel had
been able to rescue more than 50 peo-
ple from the water.

"It was a really rapidly developing
scene and pretty harrowing for the
victims that had to jump into the
water," she added. For resident Kekoa
Lansford, the horror was far from
over. "We still get dead bodies in the
water floating and on the seawall,"
Lansford told CBS News. "We have
been pulling people out... We're try-

ing to save people's lives, and I feel
like we are not getting the help we
need."

Green said around 1,700 buildings
were believed to have been affected
by the blaze. "With lives lost and
properties decimated, we are grieving
with each other during this incon-
solable time," Maui Mayor Richard
Bissen said. "In the days ahead, we
will be stronger as a... community,"
he added, "as we rebuild with
resilience and aloha." Thousands of
people have already been evacuated
from Maui, with 1,400 people wait-
ing at the main airport in Kahului
overnight, hoping to get out. Maui
County has asked visitors to leave "as
soon as possible," and organised
buses to move evacuees from shelters
to the airport. The island hosts around
a third of all the visitors who holiday
in the state, and their dollars are vital
for the local economy.

At the airport in Kahului, Lorraina
Peterson said she had been stuck for
days without food or power, and was
now looking at a lengthy wait for a
flight. "I don't know if we'll be able to
get a hotel room, or we'll have to
sleep here on the floor," she said.
With a hurricane passing to the south
of Hawaii, high winds fueled flames
that consumed dry vegetation.
Thomas Smith, a professor with the
London School of Economics, said
that while wildfires are not uncom-
mon in Hawaii, the blazes this year
"are burning a greater area than usual,
and the fire behaviour is extreme,
with fast spread rates and large
flames." As global temperatures rise
over time, heat waves are projected to
become more frequent, with
increased dryness due to changing
rainfall patterns creating ideal condi-
tions for bush or forest fires.

Hawaii fire death toll 
hits 55, expected to rise

The prime minister brushed aside
PTI chief's claim of any conspiracy
by the United States in the cipher as
that time Pakistan’s ambassador, in
the National Security Committee, had
explained that there was no conspira-
cy to topple the government. Coming
to the approval of census, the prime
minister said the government con-
vened the meeting of the Council of
Common Interests within few days of
the completion of census. As per the
CCI decision, the election would be
held under the new census, he added.
Reiterating his desire for elections as
early as possible, the prime minister
said the Election Commission had the
mandate to hold the polls. After the
elections, whatsoever the government
was formed, they should put the poli-
tics of accusations and mudslinging
to rest which also strained the foreign
relations, he added.

Shehbaz pays tribute to minori-
ties for their contribution in nation-

building: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif paid trib-
utes to the minorities for their contri-
bution in nation-building and socio-
economic development of the coun-
try. 

"On the National Day of
Minorities, I join the nation in paying
rich tributes to our non-Muslim citi-
zens for their valuable contributions
in nation-building and assure them of
the government's consistent and
unwavering commitment to protect-
ing their rights," the prime minister
said in a message in connection with
the Day.

He said today the nation celebrated
the role and contributions of the non-
Muslim citizens for peace, progress
and prosperity of Pakistan on the
National Day of Minorities. "Our
minority communities are part and
parcel of the Pakistani nationalism.

From the freedom struggle to this
day, they have contributed meaning-
fully to building the country. From
defence to education to health to
social service, there is no walk of life
where our non-Muslim brothers and
sisters have not played their role in
the socio-economic development of
the country," he added. 

The Day, he said also drew the
attention to Quaid-i-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah's historic
speech at the floor of the legislative
assembly where he laid down the
rules of engagement for the citizens
with the newly created state of
Pakistan. "The very idea of Pakistan
is incomplete without our non-
Muslim citizens. The 'white' colour of
our flag symbolizes their place in the
body politic of Pakistan," he added.
PM Shehbaz said from Jogendranath
Mandal, Pakistan's first law minister

to Dr. Maira Phailbus to Dr Ruth Pfau
to Justice Dorab Patel, the list of our
Pakistani non-Muslim personalities
of eminence was long whose contri-
butions to public service continued to
be celebrated. 

He said interfaith harmony was a
marked feature of the national identi-
ty. Pakistan is a strong advocate of
pluralism, and diversity. "Our
Constitution guarantees the provision
of social, political, religious and eco-
nomic rights to all citizens without
any discrimination of caste, creed and
colour," he said adding "I am happy
to state that the empowerment of our
minority communities has taken the
center-stage of public policy, as suc-
cessive governments have allocated
resources and implemented policies
aimed at their mainstreaming and
empowerment". 

The prime minister urged all seg-

ments of society to forge unity in
their ranks. He said nothing was more
powerful than the spirit of together-
ness in a nation, for it powered its
imagination and strengthened its
resolve to overcome the odds.
"'Unity, faith and discipline', the
Quaid's motto, shows us the way for-
ward to navigate the challenges." he
added.

PM decides to award ‘Tamgha-i-
Imtiaz’ to doctors & health work-
ers martyred during COVID-19:
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif decid-
ed to award 'Tamgha-i-Imtiaz'
(posthumously) to the doctors and
health workers who were martyred
while providing medical treatment
and care to the patients during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

It was decided that Tamgha-i-
Imtiaz (posthumously) would be
awarded to 81 doctors from Punjab,

87 from Sindh, 23 from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, eight from
Balochistan, four from Azad
Jammu and Kahsmir, and one each
from Gilgit Baltistan and
Islamabad. Likewise 59 nurses and
frontline health workers from
across Pakistan would also be hon-
oured with Tamgha-i-Imtiaz
(posthumously) for their services
and saving lives of people without
caring about their lives during the
corona pandemic.

The prime minister, in a statement,
paid tributes to the doctors and front-
line health workers who served the
corona patients risking their own
lives. "These sons and daughters of
the soil embraced martyrdom from
this deadly pandemic while fulfilling
their responsibilities" and the whole
nation would remain indebted to
them, he added. PM Shehbaz also
paid tributes to the family members
of the martyred doctors and health
workers, saying that they were pride
of the nation.

Decision on caretaker PM likely today

Nation to
celebrate

August 14
with zeal

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The nation
will celebrate the 76th
Independence Day on
August 14 (Monday) with
traditional zeal and enthusi-
asm through a number of
activities to highlight the
struggle of forefathers and
national heroes for acquiring
a separate homeland.

Different public and pri-
vate departments will hold
special functions and activi-
ties, including seminars, dis-
cussion programmes, photo-
graphic exhibitions, painting,
poetry, national songs and
debate competitions with the
focus on acknowledging the
contribution of leaders of the
Pakistan Movement and sac-
rifices of national heroes.

Similarly, private and
public educational institu-
tions will also hold different
activities, including quiz and
speech competitions, func-
tions and sessions to educate
the students about the histor-
ical struggle for the creation
of Pakistan.

Overseas Pakistanis living
around the world will also
celebrate the Independence
Day with equal fervour and
passion. They will also
organize cultural events, flag
hoisting ceremonies, and ral-
lies to show their love and
loyalty for the homeland.

The significance of
Independence Day goes
beyond the celebration of
national pride and patriotism.
It is a day to remember the
struggles and sacrifices of
forefathers who fought for
our independence. It is also a
reminder of the responsibility
we as a nation have to pre-
serve and protect our inde-
pendence by working
towards the progress and
prosperity of our nation.

The Independence Day of
Pakistan is a day of great his-
torical significance and
national pride. It serves as a
reminder of the sacrifices
made by forefathers for the
independence of beloved
homeland. The federal capi-
tal has already turned into
green and white colours with
a large number of Jashan-i-
Azadi stalls carrying dresses,
flags, bunting, pin badges,
toys and other decorative
accessories to attract the
youngsters and children.

PTI worried
about Imran’s
safety, health

condition
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Core Committee
expressed great concern
over the authorities con-
cerned non-serious attitude
pertaining to PTI Chairman
and former prime minister
Imran Khan’s safety and
security and wellbeing,
who was kept in a terrible
condition in Attock Jail,
vowing that no compro-
mise would be made on his
health and safety come
what may.

The PTI core committee
in its meeting voiced strong
apprehension the delay in
allowing PTI Chairman to
provide home-made food
and water. They demanded
that the former prime min-
ister should be transferred
from Attock to Adiala Jail
instantly. The PTI core
committee expressed its
non-satisfaction over the
non-serious behavior of the
rulers regarding the health
and safety of PTI Chairman
despite the fact multiple
assassination attempts were
made on him.

The participants stated
that they could not allow
risking the health and safe-
ty of Imran Khan in the
guise of being imprisoned
as a result of a controver-
sial and biased court ver-
dict. They stated that as per
rules and jail manual, PTI
Chairman was entitled as a
former prime minister to be
provided with quality and
safe food along with a
security guard. PTI core
committee urged the court
should take immediate
notice of the situation and
allow providing him food
and water from home,
besides issuing order of his
immediate transfer of PTI
Chairman from Attock to
Adiala Jail.

Shandana
abduction:

Petition filed
in IHC

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
petition has been filed
against the alleged abduc-
tion of Shandana Gulzar, a
former Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Member of the
National Assembly (MNA)
in the Islamabad High Court
(IHC).

The petitioner Sabahat
Gulzar Khan claimed that
the unlawful kidnapping of
her daughter, Shandana
Gulzar was purportedly car-
ried out by personnel from
the Islamabad police. The
Islamabad Inspector General
(IG), Bani Gala Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP), and the Station
House Officer (SHO) have
all been named as parties.

On Friday, Justice Babar
Sattar heard the petition dur-
ing which legal representa-
tive Sher Afzal Marwat pre-
sented the petitioner’s stance
on behalf of Shandana
Gulzar. Advocate Sher Afzal
Marwat asserted that
Shandana Gulzar, a former
MNA of the PTI, was
allegedly forcefully abduct-
ed by individuals donning
Islamabad police uniforms.
The incident purportedly
took place on Wednesday at
approximately 5 pm, when,
as claimed, she was accosted
at gunpoint.

(Continued from Page 1)

SC’s verdict
contradictory
to law: Irfan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former Attorney General
Irfan Qadir has termed the
apex court’s judgment in
the Supreme Court
(Review of Judgments and
Orders) Act 2023 as con-
tradictory to law and con-
stitution. Talking to a pri-
vate TV channel amid apex
court’s verdict on Friday,
he said that no clause
included in Act was
against constitution. 

Irfan Qadir said that the
chief justice can’t consti-
tute bench in the said case
and the bench should have
been formed in consulta-
tion of senior members.
The Supreme Court’s
holds no importance, nei-
ther it would be accept-
able, he added.


