6 killed in bus-van collision

LORALAI (INP): In an unfortunate inci-
dent, at least six people were killed while
four others sustained injuries on Wedn-
esday following a collision between a van
and a passenger bus near DG Khan Road.
Police and rescue teams reached the spot
after getting information and shifted the
deceased and injured to a nearby hospital.
Sadly, six passengers could not survive
the impact of the collision and succumbed

Polio affects three-year-old
F.P. Report

The

Frontier Post

BANNU: A three-year-old boy in
Bannu, Pakistan, has been paralysed
for life due to the wild poliovirus, high-
lighting the continued threat of polio in

areas with limited healthcare and
unsanitary conditions. This is second
polio case reported in Bannu. Despite
efforts by the government to eradicate
the virus, the incident emphasizes the

need for further action.

, @thefrontierpost
No. 194

First national English daily published from Peshawar, Islamabad, Lahore, Quetta, Karachi and Washington D.C

MUHARRAM-UL-HARRAM 14 1445 -- THURSDAY, AUGUST 03 2023

PESHAWAR EDITION

to their injuries.
> _______________________________________________

www.thefrontierpost.com

Regd. No. 241

High time for
Pak-Turkiye boost
strategic cooperation

— says PM after MILGEM-IV warship launch

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday lauding the
leadership role of Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, said that it
was high time for Pakistan and
Turkiye to enhance their bilateral
strategic cooperation for the prosper-
ity of the two nations.

The prime minister, addressing the
launching ceremony of the fourth
MILGEM Class Corvette - PNS Tariq
here, said the joint venture project
was an example of cooperation and
support between the two brotherly
countries. Earlier, the prime minister
and visiting Vice President of Turkiye
Cevdet Yilmaz launched the fourth
MILGEM warship. Initiated in 2018,
the MILGEM project envisages the
construction of four Corvettes for the
Pakistan Navy - two in Pakistan and
two in Turkiye.

The prime minister said Recep
Tayyip Erdogan was a great leader
which was reflected by his "wonder-
ful" victory in the recent poll.
Therefore, the prime minister said it
was high time for both countries to
enhance their strategic cooperation ad
add more joint ventures in other
fields. The prime minister earlier
attended the launching ceremony of
the third Naval Corvette, PNS
Khyber, in Istanbul, in November
2022. The first two Corvettes, PNS
Babur and PNS Badar were launched
in Istanbul and Karachi, in August
2021 and May 2022 respectively.

The MILGEM project represents
an enduring symbol of Pakistan-
Turkiye collaboration in the maritime
domain. It is a tangible step towards
self-reliance and indigenization and
would fulfill the critical security
needs of the Pakistan Navy. The
prime minister said that Pakistan and
Turkiye were tied with the common-
ality of faith, heritage and civilisation
with both sharing perspectives on
regional and global issues. Referring
to the tremendous support by the peo-
ple of the subcontinent during
Khilafat Movement, the prime minis-

ter said the bilateral ties predated the
establishment of Pakistan.

"We celebrate each others' success
stories and also stand together in the
face of challenges... This is the level
of our relations as we share each oth-
ers' bounties and sorrows," he
remarked. The prime minister
recalled Turkish President Erdogan
and Turkish First Lady's visit to
Pakistan after the floods as well as the
generous contribution by the Turkish
people for the flood victims of 2010
as well as last year.

The prime minister said that
Pakistan Navy was fully dedicated to
ensuring the high-quality maritime
activities. He said following the
increasing burden on Port Qasim of
Karachi, Pakistan was needed to cre-
ate linkages between Karachi and
Gwadar ports as Gwadar was about to
become a business center for the
country as well as the region. Calling
the  China-Pakistan =~ Economic
Corridor a "roaring success" the
prime minister said Pakistan and
China had agreed to launch the sec-
ond phase that would comprise green
corridor, business corridor, special
economic zones and IT corridors.

He said the second phase was
bound to increase the quantum of
business transactions and Turkiye
was a "natural partner" and reiterated
his invitation for the country to join
that join that wonderful opportunity
of prosperity. Prime Minister
Shehbaz thanked Turkish President
Erdogan, Naval chief, head of
Karachi Shipyard and the ministry of
defense production as well as the
workers for their hard work and con-
tribution to make the MILGEM proj-
ect a success.

He said that following the said
achievements, certain actors were try-
ing to establish their hegemony, so it
was important to strengthen our navy
and maritime activity. For this pur-
pose, he said the government was
fully geared to provide all-out
resources to the Pakistan Navy to
augment national security. The prime
minister also announced a "gift" of

Rs200 million for the experts and
workers involved in the construction
of the MILGEM-IV, with a view to
recognize their efforts and for their
encouragement.

In his address, Turkish Vice
President Cevdet Yilmaz condoled
the loss of lives in Bajaur attack and
reiterated Turkiye's condemnation of
terrorism in all of its forms and man-
ifestations. He said the people of
Pakistan had a unique place in the
hearts of Turkish people as both stood
by each other throughout the cen-
turies. He particularly mentioned the
Turkish support to Pakistan after the
flood and thanked Pakistan for its sol-
idarity after the deadly earthquake hit
Turkiye in the recent past.

He said considering the prevailing
regional situation, the Pakistan-
Turkiye defence cooperation was
becoming more relevant with
enhanced scope. He said that Pakistan
and Turkiye were faced with the chal-
lenges like Turkiye like cross-border
terrorism which necessitated the
understanding of the terrorists' objec-
tive and acting totally opposite to
their expectations.

The Turkish vice president said
Turkiye had become a major global
actor and reduced its foreign depend-
ence in the defence industry, conse-
quent to the will and leadership of
President Erdogan. He said Turkish
shipping industry was among the
world's top ten industries producing
the warships. He told the gathering
that the MILGEM warships were
equipped with cutting edge technolo-
gy and weapon system developed by
Turkish industries.

Chief of Naval Staff Admiral
Amjad Khan Niazi said the MILGEM
project would become an emblem of
the Pakistan-Turkiye friendship. He
said both countries stood shoulder to
shoulder in hour of need and exem-
plified the recent flood in Pakistan
and  earthquake in  Turkiye.
Highlighting the opportunities of
regional connectivity being provided

(Continued on Back Page)

Death toll in
India’s capital
rises to 6

NEW DELHI (Agencies):
Riot police were patrolling
urban neighbourhoods near
India’s capital on
Wednesday following a sec-
ond night of sectarian riots
that have killed six people
so far.

The wunrest began on
Monday when mobs hurled ||
stones at a Hindu religious
procession and set cars
alight in the predominantly
Muslim district of Nuh,
around 75 kilometres south
of New Delhi. Arson and

RAWALPINDI: Lieutenant General Alfonas Mais, Chief of German Army
called on General Syed Asim Munir, COAS at GHQ.

vandalism attacks broke out
the following evening in
parts of nearby Gurugram, a
satellite city of the capital
and a key business centre
where Nokia, Samsung and
other multinationals have
their Indian headquarters.
One neighbourhood saw
a mob of around 200 people
armed with sticks and

earlier. The CJP then turned
down the plea, saying a full
court was not available till

Civilians’ mily trial case: SC
rejects plea seeking full court

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday rejected a plea

and available for the adjudi-
cation on the fundamental
and complex constitutional

KARACHI: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,Tiirkiye’s Vice President Cevdet Yilmaz, Foreign Minister

Bilawal Bhutto and Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi cutting a rope to
launch into sea Pakistan’s 4th MILGEM Class Corvette ‘PNS Tariq’ in Karachi Shipyard and

Engineering Works.

stones loot several meat
shops and set fire to a
restaurant while chanting
Hindu religious slogans.
Haryana state chief minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said
six people had been killed in
the violence and 116 arrest-
ed so far.

“Those found guilty will
not be spared. We are com-
mitted to the safety of the
public,” he told reporters on
Wednesday. Two of the
dead were security person-
nel on their way to help con-
tain the unrest in Nuh, state
police said on Tuesday.
Police in New Delhi said
they had increased security
in some neighbourhoods as
a precautionary measure.

Local media reports said
tensions first flared after
prominent Hindu nationalist
activist Monu Manesar, a
member of the radical right-
wing group Bajrang Dal,
announced he would attend
Monday’s procession in
Nuh. Manesar is wanted by
police over accusations that
he was responsible for the
lynching of two Muslim cat-
tle traders in another part of
Haryana state.

The alleged vigilante
leader regularly  posts
videos celebrating attacks
on Muslims accused of
transporting or killing cows,
which are considered sacred
by Hindus.

seeking the constitution of a
full court to hear a set of
petitions challenging the
trial of civilians in military
courts.

"Full court is not avail-
able till September," Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Umar Ata Bandial said
while announcing a
reserved verdict on Karamat
Ali's fresh plea filed on

Monday. A six-member
bench, comprising CJP
Bandial, Justice Ijazul
Ahsan, Justice Munib
Akhtar, Justice Yahya
Afridi, Justice Sayyed

Mazahar Ali Akbar Nagvi,
and Justice Ayesha Malik,
was hearing the case.

It may be noted that the
trials of civilians arrested
for involvement in the May
9 riots, have not been started
yet, Attorney General for
Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor
Usman Awan informed the
court at an earlier hearing.
The CJP also expressed
hope that the civilians
would not be tried till the
conclusion of the ongoing
case.

While announcing the
verdict, the CJP said that
court holidays are going on
while there are other
engagements of the judges
as well, which are being
affected by this case. He
said that a full court was
formed by dissolving other
benches on two occasions

September.

Later, AGP Awan gave
arguments on the matter of
granting the right of appeal
to people to be tried in mili-
tary courts. "The army men,
who don't have basic human
rights, are tried in the mili-
tary courts," Justice Muneeb
Akhtar said, while asking
how would the civilians,
who have human rights, be
tried in military courts. The
AGP informed the court that
he has taken up the matter of
granting the right of appeal
with the Cabinet Committee
on Law.

He said that the adjutant
general must be consulted
on the legislation relating to
granting the right of an
appeal, and a number of
issues must be considered in
this regard. CJP Bandial
then directed the AGP to
continue his arguments at
the next hearing and
adjourned the proceedings
till tomorrow (August 3).

On July 31, Ali moved
the SC via his lawyer Faisal
Siddiqi, to constitute a full
court for the ongoing hear-
ing on the petitions, with the
submission that only a judg-
ment of the full court can
counter any future contemp-
tuous attempt to sabotage
any judgment passed in this
present petition as well as
the connected petitions.

“The full court should
include all judges willing

and legal questions,” Ali
argued in the fresh applica-
tion filed under Order 33
Rule 6 of the Supreme Court
Rules 1980 via his lawyer
Faisal ~ Siddiqui.  CJP
Bandial, before reserving
the verdict on this plea yes-
terday, directed all the peti-
tioners to give their stance
on the matter. Only Siddigi
and the lawyers of Zaman
Khan Wardag had favoured
the request.

Following the arrests
made in connection with the
violent riots that erupted
across the country on May 9,
the government announced
its decision to hold military
court trials of those found
guilty of damaging and
attacking military install-
ments — a move both the
government and the army
considered a low blow.

In light of this decision,
PTI Chairman Imran Khan,
Khawaja, legal expert
Aitzaz Ahsan, and five civil
society members, including
Piler Executive Director
Karamat Ali, requested the
apex court to declare the
military trials "unconstitu-
tional". In this petition filed
through his lawyer, the for-
mer CJP pleaded that
Section 2(1)(d)(i) and (ii) of
the Pakistan Army Act were
inconsistent with the funda-
mental rights granted by the
Constitution and should be
struck down.

Two soldiers’
martyred in
Tirah Valley

arm battle
F.P. Report

BARA: Two forces cops
embraced Shahdat and four
others sustained bullet
injuries in a shootout car-
ried out between forces and
militants here in Tund area
of Tirah, Bara district
Khyber on Wednesday.

The forces official while
confirming the incident
said that the bomb disposal
squad of the forces came
under attack from unknown
armed persons injuring six
of them. However two cops
succumbed to their wounds
on the way to the health
center, the official said.

In retaliation firing from
the nearby check post, the
militants fled the scene, he
added. The falling soldiers
were identified as Sepoy
Tariq and Sepoy Rehmat
while the wounded includ-
ed Naik Khan Muhammad,
Lance Naik Ihsan,Sepoy
Farooq Said and Sepoy
Abidullah  who  were
receiving necessary treat-
ment in a military hospital.

Meanwhile due to secu-
rity reasons, the forces tem-
porarily suspended Tirah
Maidan road for all kinds
of traffic. Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
claimed responsibility for
the offence. In a message
published on social media
Muhammad  Khurasani,
spokesperson of TTP said
that armed persons of TTP
ambushed the FC persons
killing three of them.

It is to be stated here that
in recent insurgence of the
militants in the merged
tribal region besides scores
of security forces and
police personnel, civilians
were also assaulted in
Bajaur.

Iranian FM

in Pakistan
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD:  Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir  Abdollahian  on
Wednesday arrived in
Islamabad on a two-day
official visit to discuss the
entire gamut of bilateral
ties and the emerging
regional situation with the
leadership of Pakistan.

During his visit, FM
Abdollahian will hold talks
with his Pakistani counter-
part  Bilawal  Bhutto-
Zardari on Thursday. “The
wide-ranging agenda
includes discussion on all
aspects of bilateral rela-
tions and the emerging
regional situation, the
Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a
statement.

Foreign Minister
Abdollahian will call on
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif for an exchange of
views on the consensus
between the leadership of
the two countries for tak-
ing this relationship for-
ward. The Iranian FM will
also call on the speaker
National Assembly and
chairman Senate where the
two sides would discuss
parliamentary  linkages
between the two brotherly
countries.

Pak-China militaries are
‘brothers in arms’: COAS

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Chief of
Army  Staff (COAS)
General Asim Munir said
Wednesday that bilateral
ties between Pakistan and
China are “unique” and the
militaries of the two coun-
tries are “‘brothers in arms”.

He made these remarks
while addressing the 96th
anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) of China,
which was commemorated
at the General Headquarters
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi
today, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
said in a statement. Chief of
Army  Staff (COAS)
General Syed Asim Munir
was the Chief Guest on the
occasion.

Her Excellency Ms.
Pang Chunxue, Charge’
d’ Affaires of the embassy
of the People’s Republic of
China, Major General
Wang Zhong, Defence
Attache”, Chinese Embassy
officials & Officers from
tri-services of Pakistan

attended the event. COAS
felicitated the PLA and
lauded the PLA’s role in
China’s defence, security &
nation building.

While highlighting vari-
ous facets of the deep-rooted
ties between the two states,
militaries and the people,
COAS said that “Pakistan-
China relationship is unique
& robust that has proven its
resilience in the face of all
challenges.” “The PLA and
Pakistan Army are brothers
in arms & our relationship
will continue to contribute
towards safeguarding our
collective interests”, COAS
concluded.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chinese Charge”
d’ Affaires thanked COAS
for hosting the event for the
96th anniversary of the
founding of the PLA. “This
all-weather strategic coop-
erative partnership between
China & Pakistan has stood
the test of the time and

change of international
landscapes”, the Chinese
Charge” d’ Affaires
remarked.

“China & Pakistan have
just jointly celebrated the
10th anniversary of the
launch of CPEC and in the
past months, COAS and
other military leaders paid
successful visits to China,
which has strongly promot-
ed the relationship between
the two militaries”, the
Chinese Charge” d’ Affaires
endorsed.

Chief of German Army
called on COAS:
Lieutenant General Alfonas
Mais, Chief of German
Army called on General
Syed Asim Munir, COAS at
GHQ.

During the meeting mat-
ters of mutual interest,
regional security situation
and defence cooperation
were discussed. Both reiter-
ated the desire to further
enhance bilateral relations
in all fields. The visiting
dignitary acknowledged
and appreciated Pakistan
Army's successes in fight
against  terrorism  and
Pakistan's continued efforts
for bringing peace and sta-
bility in the region.

‘Daniyal, Talal punished as
they told truth’: Marriyum

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister

for  Information  and
Broadcasting ~ Marriyum
Aurangzeb said on
Wednesday  that  both

Daniyal Aziz and Talal
Chaudhry were punished
only because they were
telling the truth at that time
which was not acceptable
to those who wanted to
minus Nawaz Sharif from
politics.

In a tweet, she congrat-
ulated both the Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
leaders for emerging as real
leaders in front of history
and the masses. "Both of
them faced extremely unfa-
vorable conditions but did
not leave the path of truth
nor did they leave the peo-
ple of the constituency, and

stood by their position,
leadership and party", she
maintained. She congratu-
lated Daniyal Aziz, Talal
Chaudhry, and the people
of their constituency.
Marriyum inaugurates
modern monitoring sys-
tem at DEMP: Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb has inaugurated
the Central Monitoring
System at Directorate of
Electronic Media and
Publications (DEMP)
which will help the govern-
ment in swift data gathering
and monitoring through
modern technology.
"Pleased to launch and
inaugurate today the new
and first Central
Monitoring System (CMS)
in Pakistan based on an
Artificial Intelligence-

enabled modern monitoring
software, ACTUS DIGI-
TAL (Digital Content
Logger), for monitoring
electronic, print and digital
media," the minister said in
a tweet. She said the CMS
was capable of machine
learning, speech recogni-
tion, video ad detection and
data research. "It will
enable quick and accurate
media monitoring and
information gathering,
which will enable faster
and better informed gov-
ernment decision-making,"
she added.

The minister said the
new system would also be
available to the students of
the Information Services
Academy. She appreciated
the Information Ministry's
team on the launch of new
system.

FO confirms involvement of
Afghan nationals in Zhob attack

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
The Foreign Office on
Wednesday confirmed that
Afghan nationals were
involved in July 13 "das-
tardly attack" on the
Pakistan Army's Zhob
Garrison in  Northern
Balochistan.

In a statement, FO
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch revealed that
three  slain  terrorists
involved in the attack on
the personnel of the
Pakistan Army were identi-
fied as Afghan nationals.
“The terrorists belong to
Afghanistan’s  Kandahar
province,” she added.

As many as nine soldiers
embraced martyrdom and
five terrorists were killed in
the attack. In the wee hours
of July 12, a group of ter-
rorists launched a dastardly
attack on the garrison, the

Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) had said,
mentioning that the initial
attempt to sneak into the
facility was "checked by
soldiers on duty". During
the heavy exchange of fire,
nine soldiers while
fighting gallantly — laid
down their lives in the line
of duty. Meanwhile, five
terrorists were also killed.

"Security forces remain
determined to thwart all
such ghastly attempts at
destroying [the] peace of
Balochistan and Pakistan,"
the ISPR had added. The
FO strongly condemned
and expressed severe con-
cerns over the use of
Afghan soil and the unabat-
ed involvement of Afghan
militants in terrorism inside
Pakistan.

The FO also instructed
the Afghan embassy in

Islamabad to receive the
bodies of slain terrorists. A
day  earlier,  Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari said if the Afghan
interim government failed
to take action, Pakistan had
an option under internation-
al law to act in "self-
defence" against the mili-
tants hiding inside Kabul.

While speaking to the
media, he, however, made
it clear that this should not
be the first option for his
government. The foreign
minister also reminded
Kabul of the Doha Accord.
According to the Doha
Accord, the Taliban had
assured in writing that mili-
tant groups would not be
allowed inside Afghanistan
and nor would any militant
group attack another coun-
try from inside
Afghanistan.
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Sharjeel Memon

presides 10th meeting
of SMITA board

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Minister for
Information, Transport, and
Mass Transit, Sharjeel
Inam Memon, presided
over the tenth board meet-
ing of the Sindh Mass
Transit Authority (SMTA)
in Karachi. During the
meeting, the decisions
taken in the ninth board
meeting were approved.

One of the significant
decisions taken in the meet-
ing was the consideration
of providing subsidies for
the People's Bus Service,
following the approval by
the Cabinet during the
board meeting.

In a remarkable step
towards empowering
women, the board decided
to initiate training programs
for women drivers, specifi-
cally for women-only pink
buses. With this decision,
women drivers will operate
pink buses exclusively for
female passengers, enhanc-
ing the sense of safety and
convenience during
women's travel.

The board discussed the
feasibility studies for the
second phase of the
People's Bus Service, which
includes the addition of 500
buses, as well as the intro-
duction of an environment-
friendly electric taxi serv-
ice. During the meeting, the
progress in the Red Line
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
project was also brought
under consideration. The
Sindh government aims to
expedite the completion of
the Red Line BRT to ensure
that the public can soon
benefit from this modern
transportation system.

The meeting was attend-
ed by prominent figures,
including Secretary
Transport Saleem Rajput,
MDSMTA Kamal Dayo,
DIG Traffic Ahmed Nawaz
Cheema, P&D representa-
tive Sikandar Shaikh, and
CEO Trans Karachi Tufail

Paliju. Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon emphasized
that empowering women in
all fields is the vision of
Chairman PPP Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari. The inclu-
sion of female bus drivers
will not only promote gen-
der equality but also
strengthen the sense of
safety and security during
women's commutes.

He said that the imple-
mentation of the second
phase of the People's Bus
Service is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce travel
problems for the people,
bringing relief and conven-
ience to the public.

Sharjeel Inam Memon
stated that the introduction
of an environment-friendly
electric taxi service will not
only create a positive envi-
ronmental impact but also
generate new employment
opportunities.

He said that The Sindh
government's determina-
tion to expedite the comple-
tion of the Red Line BRT
project reflects their dedi-
cation to improving public
transportation and enhanc-
ing the quality of life for
the citizens.

Meanwhile, Minister for
Information, Transport, and
Mass  Transit,  Sindh,
Sharjeel Inam Memon,
inaugurated mobile health-
care units in the presence of
other dignitaries at a special
ceremony held at the
National Stadium Karachi.
Speaking as a special guest,
Provincial Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memon
highlighted the Sindh gov-
ernment's efforts in provid-
ing modern and top-notch
medical facilities to the
people. He said that the
government has already
provided 26 mobile health-
care units, consisting of
Hino trucks, and today an
additional 07 units are
being provided to further
enhance healthcare accessi-
bility for the citizens.

He stated that the mod-
ern mobile healthcare unit,
comprising Hino trucks,
aims to deliver advanced
medical facilities to the res-
idents of remote areas right
at their doorsteps.
Presently, mobile health-
care units have been opera-
tionalized in 18 remote dis-
tricts of Sindh, each
equipped with male and
female doctors, nurses, X-
ray technicians, ECG tech-
nicians, lab technicians,
modern medical equip-
ment, and medicines.

He said that the modern
mobile healthcare unit,
housed in Hino trucks, aims
to bring modern medical
facilities to the residents of
remote areas, right at their
doorsteps. Presently, 18
remote districts of Sindh
have active mobile health-
care units, each staffed with
male and female doctors,
nurses, X-ray technicians,
ECG technicians, lab tech-
nicians, and equipped with
modern medical equipment
and medicines.

Sharjeel Inam Memon
asserted that the revolution-
ary initiatives of the Sindh
government in the health
sector stand unparalleled,
with the mobile healthcare
unit serving as a prominent
aspect of the modern face
of Pakistan. He emphasized
that commendable initia-
tives deserve appreciation
without any bias or dis-
crimination.

He stated that the
mobile healthcare units
are reaching every village
and remote area in Sindh,
providing facilities and
free treatment for all
kinds of diseases. The
Sindh government's his-
toric steps in this regard
exemplify their commit-
ment to providing the lat-
est medical facilities to its
people at no cost.

He stated that the Sindh
government is constructing
2.1 million houses for the

flood victims, and notably,
ownership of these houses
will be given to women—a
unique and unprecedented
initiative worldwide.
Additionally, the govern-
ment's utilization of Thar
coal to generate affordable
electricity and the imple-
mentation of Rescue 1122
exemplify their commit-
ment to public welfare. He
emphasized the importance
of appreciating good works
without any bias, and
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari's slogan of unity res-
onates throughout Pakistan.

Provincial Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memon reit-
erated that mobile health-
care unit vehicles are offer-
ing advanced medical facil-
ities to the people even at
distances of 70 to 80 km
from their center, reaching
their doorstep. Thanks to
the mobile healthcare units,
approximately 0.6 million
tests have been conducted
so far, showcasing their
capability in providing
essential medical services.
These units, equipped with
modern equipment, contin-
ue to deliver advanced
medical facilities to the res-
idents of remote areas at
their doorstep.

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Haji Rasool Bakhsh
Chandio, Advisor to the
Chief Minister of Sindh,
expressed that the Mobile
Health Care Unit is the
realization of the dreams of
Shaheed Bibi. He empha-
sized that these units are
being provided under the
instructions and vision of
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Mr. Asif Al
Zardari, Ms. Faryal Talpur,
and the Chief Minister of
Sindh Murad Ali Shah.

Secretary Rehabilitation
and Relief Pervaiz Ahmed
Sehar, Director General
Syed Salman Shah, Project
Director Mobile Health
Unit Dr. Mehwish and oth-
ers also addressed the event.

Minister urges students to
skills to compete across globe

KARACHI (APP): Federal
Minister for Information

Technology and
Telecommunication ~ Syed
Aminul Haque on
Wednesday urged youth

especially the students to
enhance their Information
Technology skills so as to
cope with the fast-changing
trends in the globe.

He was addressing to the
inauguration ceremony of a
Digital IT Laboratory at
Ebrahim Ali Bhai
Government Girls and Boys
School at Orangi Town no 9
here. The Minister said that a
modern Digital IT Lab

equipped with the latest desk-
top computers, printers and
fast internet connection is
established at Ebrahim Ali
Bhai Government Girls and
Boys School, to facilitate the
students learn IT skills.

He added that training in
15 different modern IT fields
will be imparted to the stu-
dents in the facility free of
cost, enabling them to learn
IT skills including data analy-
sis, freelancing, E-
Commerce, Graphic
Designing, Video Animation,
Content Writing, online mar-
keting, and advance data
analysis, Artificial

PIDC

® Manufacturers
® Fabricators
® General Order Suppliers

sealed applications.

Pakistan Industrial Development {3
Corporation (PIDC)

TENDER NOTICE FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF VENDERS

Pakistan Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC), Furniture Division
intends to prequalify well reputed Suppliers/Firms/Manufacturers for
procurement of Goods & Services for financial year 2023-24 for its
projects located at Sargodha & Peshawar in the following categories;

Suppliers/Firms/Manufacturers registered with Income Tax and Sales
Tax Departments will be prequalified for the procurement of Pipe
Material, Wooden & Metal Furniture/components, Plastic Furniture/
Components, Raw Material, Hardware, Board Material, Paint Material,
Foam etc and services. Interested Suppliers/Firms/Manufacturers are
invited to apply for pre-qualification
including all requirements are available free of cost at PPRA
www.ppra.org.pk and PIDC www.pidc.com.pk websites

All bids / applications must be accompanied by a Prequalification fee of
Rs. 5,000/- (Non-refundable) in the form of Bank Draft, Pay Order or
CDR in the name of “Pakistan Industrial Development Corporation” must
be submitted along with application, for each category; otherwise,
application shall not be entertained and shall be rejected henceforth.
Bidders, who can meet the requirements of pre-qualification documents
of each category, can submit applications separately. In such case,
pre-qualification fee should also be submitted separately along with

Last date for submission of documents is 18th August 2023 on or before
1100 hrs at below mentioned address and will be opened on the same
day at 1130 hrs at the same venue in the presence of procurement
committee and the representatives of bidders (who wish to attend).

Manager Operations
Furniture Division

Pakistan Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC)
House # 817, Block E, Canal View Housing Society, Lahore
Email: fahad.naseer@pidc.pk, Phone: 042-35299603

2,

Pre-qualification documents

PID(P) 337/23

Intelligence and other mod-
ern skills and practices in the
IT fields. He said that the stu-
dents of 9th and 10th classes
as well as those who success-
fully passed out from the
school should also learn and
get training in the IT Lab.

He said that our youth has
great potential and talent, it
just needs to be nurtured,
expressing hope that by the
time of matriculation, the
students will become the best
IT professionals and every
student who completes the
training will appear as bread
earners for his family. This
skilled young generation will
also provide stronger support
to Pakistan's economy, the
Federal IT Minister added.

He said that measures to
provide such training facili-
ties at the level of schools
and colleges is a step aimed
to boost IT exports up to US
$ 15 billion. Syed Aminul
Haque further said that his
ministry has taken revolu-
tionary steps for the further
promotion.of information
and communication tech-
nology across the country.
He maintained that steps
were underway to take IT
exports to a record level
through the provision of
maximum incentives and
facilities and the freelancing
policy.

He said that the Ministry
has established IT laborato-
ries in the schools and now

Lost & Found

I have lost My CNIC
#1730177828665.1f any one
found Please inform Akhtar
Alam s/o Alam Khel afridi
Zakhakhil Sultan Khil Bara
Distt Khyber Agency

learn IT

it is the responsibility of the
students to take the maxi-
mum possible advantage of
these.

The Federal IT Minister
said that the successful stu-
dents will also be issued
certificates of the courses
from the IT Lab. These
types of labs will help stu-
dents, especially girls, to
learn modern IT skills at
ease and earn by working
even from their homes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

t is Published Through
IThis Notice That I

Khan Zaman S/o
Hamish Gul R/o Near
Mosque Umer Farooq
Jarwanda Road Kohat
presently R/o Tehsil &
District Hangu is The
owner of Plot no. 700 Size
03 Marla Registration no
1841 PHA Hangu Town
Ship Tehsil & District
Hangu Has Appointed as
Mr Saqib Munir S/o Wazir
Azam R/o Rehmat Abad
Tehsil District Karak
Through (Special) Deed
no. 173 Bahi no. 04 Page
no. 33 Dated 01/06/2022
which is Registered in The
office of Tehsildar/ Sub
Registrar Hangu The
Attorney Holder now
wants to Transfer The
Above Said Plot If any
Bank/ Institution/Firm/
Person Has Any objection
About The Transfer He
Should Contact The Hangu
PHA office Kohat Within
15 Days in Writing with
Proofs otherwise Plot will
be Transfer and no objec-
tion will be Accepted
(Manager RFC Kohat
PHA Hangu Town Ship
Phone.0922-514515)

KARACHI: Federal Minister for IT &Teleco

m Syed Amin-ul-Haq along with Member Provincial
Assembly Sindh (MPA) Ali Khurshid offering Dua after inaugurating Free Digital IT Lab at Ibrahim
Ali Bhai Government Girls Secondary School Orangi Town.

CM reviews preparations
to tackle rains, floods

LAHORE (APP): Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi
chaired a crucial high-level meeting
at the Chief Minister's Office, here on
Wednesday. The meeting focused on
assessing preparations and arrange-
ments in light of the ongoing rains
and potential floods this month.

Chief Minister Naqvi urged the
Irrigation department and all the
commissioners to efficiently utilize
available funds and prioritize
strengthening embankments along
the rivers. "The Punjab government
has already released necessary funds
to support the Irrigation department
in these efforts", he added. Provincial
Minister Dr. Jamal Nasir was
assigned the task of visiting flood-
prone areas to ensure early evacua-
tion measures for the safety of those
living within the river beds. Constant
monitoring of weather conditions and
river water flow was stressed by
Chief Minister Naqvi.

During the meeting, a detailed
briefing about the current situation of
rains and floods was presented by the
Secretary of Irrigation and the DG of

PDMA. The meeting was attended by
Provincial Ministers SM Tanveer,
Mansoor Qadir, Amir Mir, Ibrahim
Murad, Dr. Nasir Jamal, Inspector
General of Police, Additional Chief
Secretary, Additional IG Special
Branch, Secretaries from Agriculture,
Communications & Works, Local
Government, Housing, Energy,
Health, Finance, Information, and
Livestock. Moreover, Additional
Chief Secretary South Punjab,
Commissioner Lahore Division,
Deputy Commissioner Lahore, DG
PDMA, DG Rescue 1122, DGPR,
and other concerned officers, with
Secretary  Irrigation and  all
Commissioners, DC Kasur and DC
Sheikhupura participated through
video link.

CM seeks plan to redesign OPD,
emergency, child blocks of Mayo
Hospital: Punjab Caretaker Chief
Minister Syed Mohsin Naqvi has
sought a plan to redesign the Out
Patient Department (OPDI, emer-
gency, and child blocks of Mayo
Hospital Lahore.

In a meeting held at the CM's

office here on Wednesday, an in-prin-
ciple decision has been made to
redesign these facilities. The CM
directed to ensure the fulfillment of
the nurses-to-bed ratio in hospitals.
He emphasized that the number of
nurses in the ICU should be increased
on priority basis. He stated that the
government is determined to improve
the condition of hospitals.

The meeting was informed that the
implementation of plans to outsource
MRI, CT Scan, and angiography
services has been initiated whereas
central stores would be hired for the
medicines in the hospitals. He direct-
ed to repair the air conditioners in the
hospitals on priority basis.

An extensive review was also con-
ducted to explore ways to improve
healthcare facilities and upgrade hos-
pitals. Minister of Specialized
Healthcare & Medical Education Dr
Javed Akram, secretaries from
finance, C&W, P&D, and health
departments attended the meeting.

The principals of King Edward
Medical College & SIMS were also
present.

GOVERNMENT OF KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA
COMMUNICATION & WORKS DEPARTMENT

OTICE INVITING E-BIDDING

(Single Stage Two Envelop E-Bidding System)

C & W Department (Division, District Battagram), Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa invites electronic Bids from the eligible firms / bidders in accordance with
KPPRA procurement rules 2014 on single stage two envelop procedure for the fallowing works.

Dateand = Dateand |
Required LA e time of time of
Sl: q Bid Security | Period of | and time of : :
Name of Work category : s opening of = opening of
No. (Rs.) completion | submission i i ;
of PEC 1 Technical = Financial
of E-Bids .
Proposals Bids
1 | Emergent Nature of work during the year oy After
2023-2024 of District Battagram Roads c5 05334(M) | 30-6-2024 1Gat018 2235 ’ OS asa;rtwe approval of
(C&W Roads) as identified by Engineer ' hocs 1 2-30Yhours Technical
in-charge under AOCM&R funds ' Bid

before the submission date/time.

(Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Act No. XX10f2013).
TERMAND CONDITIONS

are bound to comply with the directions.

(

necessitated by the circumstances.

Administration (by phone ar in writing).

vi.

1. Bid documents and instruction to bidders can be downloaded from C&W web site (www.cwd.gkp.pk) and from the office of undersigned on demand

2. Acopy of the Technical Proposals in the required format is mandatory and to be uploaded as a part of E-Bidding before submitting Financial Bids.
3. Scanned copy of bid security shall be submitted electronically along with the bid on E-bidding system.
4. "The bid security shall be kept sealed in the financial proposal, the bidder shall in addition, place an affidavit in the technical proposals stating that a bid
security amounting 2 percent without indicating the figure in the letter, has been placed in the financial proposal or bid. Otherwise the technical proposal
will be considered non-responsive and will be returned to the bidder after being examined by the procurement committee”
5. Venue of Bids opening is office of the undersigned.
6. The bidders should submit their E-bids as per Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Public Procurement Regulatory Authority Notification No.S.R.0. (14)/Vol: 1-
24/2021-22/6058-71 dated 10-5-2022 which is available in the KPPRAweb site.
7. As per C&W Secretariat Notification No.SO(B)I-102/CMD/PBC/2020-21/C&WD dated 12-04-2021 the bidding entry fee @0.03% of the tender cost
must be attached in CASH which will be non-refundable at the time of bid submission.
8. "All bidders are required to be register with Khyber Pakhunkhwa Revenue Authority, established under the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Finance Act, 2013

(a) Mandatory Requirements: (a) The interested bidder must have completed at least Three similar nature of work during the last five years.
(b) Bidder must provide prooflevidence of atleast one Station/Office for machinery each in PK-28 & PK-29, District Battagram.

(c) Biddermust provide ownership documents of the following required machinery.
10. i, In case of Emergency, the contractor will be informed by the District Administration or C&W Department Battagram through telephone or fax and you

ii. The contractor are bound to provide following machinery for in working condition on the disposal of this department which can be verified by district

Administration at any stage. A certificate of each machinery ownership/contract for Tehsil Battagram/Tehsil Allai shall be provided to this department for

record which must be valid during the contract period. The machinery must be provided at locations identified by the representative of C&W Department

throughout the contract period However the contractor is bound to provide additional machinery if necessitated by the circumstances.

Excavator3-Nos (Il) Tractor4-wheel 3-Nos (lll) FrontShawls 1-No.

iil. The contractor are bound to clear the Roads under Jurisdiction of C&W Department and any other identified by the Engineer In-charge form debris,
obstruction, landslides or any other material causing vehicular traffic blockage and keep the roads open for usual vehicular traffic after a blockage
incident, Thus the responsibility of contractor is not limited to the mere removal of material but also extends to formation of a roadway through
excavation in any type of soil or by construction any rating structures, removal of encroachments from right or way and leveling dressing, which ever

iv. The contractor shall be liable to mobilize at the site of blockage within 24 hours of the reporting of such occurrence through this office or District

v. Incase of failure to comply with the condition "4", the contractor shall be liable for a penalty of executing the work at his risk and cost without any further

notice which shall be deducted from the subsequent payment.

The contractor should open an office in the Tehsil Battagram / Tehsil Allai and full authorized representative to comply the directions of C&W department

or District Administration in case of emergency also provide the telephone No and address of concerned staff of machinery at emergency duties.

vii. 8% percentage security shall be retained from every installment as guarantee for future performance.

viii. In case of extremely unusual circumstances (emergencies declared by the Provincial Disaster Management Agency), the generic "Force Majeure”
exceptions shall be considered under the Contract.

ix. The following procedure be adopted for payment to contractor subject to availability of funds:-

30% paymentwill be made during last weak of December 2023.

30% payment will be made during 2nd weak of February 2024.

40% payment will be made during the end of his contracti.e. 30-6-2024.

INF(P) 1787/23

Executive Engineer C&W Division Battagram
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FAKISTAN PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
D THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CENTRAL CIVIL DIVISION,
MEAR CREC CHOWE, DIYAL ROAD,
BAGH-E-MUHAMMAD COLONY FAK. PWD. D.LEHAN
MOEE CCIVDIK/ABTenden 2043 Dated: The. DU Khan 20812023

POSTPONEMENT OF TENDER NOTICE

This fas micrenos o the donder notion heanng B CUDHKNARITenden IR dived 384007 published in
wrimes Wrwspapcr vider FID () Mo, 272793 daind 26072003 and alsn uplnaderd on PRRA wehsin vids TS Ko
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m=rdiatn offrc, due o nen-meailahifty m funds and non insorion of cxtimaied cnst aganst e sthemes
nadverrntty. Thesrest daie mf oprning and porind of sake will be annmancrd hmugh same mede of rommusication

GOVERMMENT OF PAKISTAN

n appenpniatn fmeafieral mmecticns and fuilment of stherformalitios.

Executive Engineer, Central Civil Division, Pak. PWD, D.1.Khan

(Farhan ALl)
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Peshawar City

Govt requests federation
to increase gas quota
for Industrial sector

PESHAWAR (APP): Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Advisor to
Chief Minister on Energy
and Power Himayatullah
Khan has requested the
Federal government to real-
locate the gas quota for the
industrial sector of the pro-
vince to meet the demand.
In a letter, available with
this agency, the Minister
said that the provincial gov-
ernment  had  already
requested the then Prime
Minister to direct the
Ministry of Energy to sub-

mit a summary to ECC for
reallocation of 100 MMCFD
gas to KP industrial sector
but no step was taken.

The CM’s aide requested
the Minister of State for
Petroleum Musadik Malik
to intervene in the matter
and submit a summary to
ECC for reallocation of
additional 100 MMCFD
gas to the industrial sector.

He said that the KP
industries were consuming
about 40 MMCFD gas
while 18 MMCFD is an

additional requirement to
fulfill the demand of pend-
ing new industrial gas con-
nections.

He said that the provin-
cial government was devel-
oping two more economic
zones including Rashakai
and Hattar with a total
demand of 54 MMCEFD,
adding that KP-EZDMC
was also planning to devel-
op different economic zon-
es in the next three months
which would require a total
126 MMCEFD gas.

He further pointed out |,

that the ECC in its meeting
in 2014 decided to allocate
100 MMCFD gas for set-
ting up thermal power proj-
ects in KP and an MoU was
signed between KP and the
federal governments on
February 25, 2016.

He said that currently
investors were interested in
establishing mega indus-
tries in KP but their only
concern was the allocation
of gas from the federal
government.

WHO donates 15 motorbike
ambulances to KP Relief Deptt

b L L
PESHAWAR (APP): In a
significant stride towards
strengthening emergency
medical services and forti-
fying disaster relief capa-
bilities, the World Health
Organization (WHO) has
generously contributed 15
motorbike ambulances and
two vehicle ambulances to
the Relief Department
KhyberPakhtunkhwa.

This benevolent dona-
tion marks a remarkable
milestone in advancing
healthcare accessibility and
rapid response within the
province.

The official handover
ceremony took place on
Tuesday at the Rescue 1122
headquarters in Peshawar,
uniting distinguished repre-
sentatives from WHO, the
Relief Department, and the
Health Department to mark
this momentous occasion.
The event underscored the

T ,;4

: Aurs
spirit of collaboration and
unwavering dedication to
safeguarding public health
and providing swift assis-
tance during crises.

Motorbike ambulances
have emerged as invaluable
assets for delivering critical
medical aid, particularly in
areas with challenging ter-
rains or limited accessibili-
ty. These agile and well-
equipped vehicles will
empower Rescue 1122 first
responders to navigate
rugged landscapes and
swiftly reach remote com-
munities, drastically reduc-
ing response times in life-
threatening situations.

Equipped with essential
medical tools such as a back-
pack, pulse oximeter
(CE/FDA), BP apparatus,
cervical collar, nebulizer,
glucometer, portable oxygen
cylinder set, tourniquets,
digital clinical ear thermom-

qd2° ')

eter, silicon Ambo bags,
CPR mask, and dressing
scissors, these ambulances
ensure comprehensive care
during emergencies.

Dr. Palitha Mahipala,
WHO’s Representative for
Pakistan, expressed pro-
found gratitude to the
Relief Department for their
tireless commitment to
ensuring public welfare.
“We are pleased to offer
this essential support to the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment, whose commend-
able dedication and expert-
ise play a pivotal role in
emergency response and
disaster management. The-
se motorbike ambulances
will undoubtedly enhance
their ability to provide
timely and effective med-
ical assistance, especially
in hard-to-reach areas.”

Recognizing Pakistan’s
exemplary responses to

emergencies, including the
COVID-19 pandemic and
flooding incidents, Dr.
Mahipala commended the
preparedness and heroism
displayed by Rescue 1122.
He reiterated WHO’s
commitment to continued
support, capacity building,
and collaborative efforts in
establishing resilient emer-
gency response systems.
Taj Muhammad Afridi,
Minister of Relief, extend-
ed heartfelt gratitude to
WHO for their invaluable

| assistance. The generous
| contribution of motorbike
| ambulances signifies a sig-
. nificant enhancement to our

emergency services infra-
structure. This momentous
donation is a testament to
the strong partnership
between WHO and the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government.”

Abdul Basit, Secretary
of the Relief Department,
echoed appreciation for
WHO’s benevolence. “The
substantial contribution of
motorbike ambulances sig-
nificantly enhances our
emergency services infra-
structure. This donation
perfectly aligns with our
department’s mission of
providing effective relief
and rehabilitation services,
particularly to vulnerable
communities in remote
regions. The positive imp-
act of these ambulances on
the lives of these communi-
ties cannot be overstated.

With these innovative
vehicles at our disposal, we
are better equipped to
respond to emergencies
with heightened efficiency,
ultimately saving more
lives.”

SCCI rejects massive increase
in fuel prices

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry acting President
Ijaz Khan Afridi while
rejecting the recent massive
increase in fuel prices and
fearing the government
move will prove detrimen-
tal for the national econo-
my, businesses and indus-
trial growth.

Excise Police
foil an attempt
of drugs
smuggling
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Excise Police have foiled an
attempt of suggling drugs in
a huge quantity here on
Wednesday. According to
the details given by the offi-
cial of the Excise Police, KP
they conducted a successful
operation by failing an
attempt of large quantities

of drugs to Punjab.

During the operation,
the Excise Police have
recovered 27000 grams of
high quality heroin worth
millions of rupees and
arrested  two  alleged
accused who wanted to
make their escape good.
Acting on a tip-off, the
Excise Police have been
cordoned off on Peshawar
Road and signal to stop a
vehicle number BPU 092.
But the driver of the vehi-
cle tried to run away after a
lot of resistance, the vehi-
cle stopped, by the Excise
Police officials.

During the search of the B

said vehicle, 27000 grams
of high quality heroin was
recovered from the vehicle
with two suspects were
arrested on the spo and a
case was registered for fur-
ther investigation.

In a statement issued
here on Wednesday, ljaz
Afridi said the economy,
businesses and industries
are reeling owing to flawed
economic policies of the
incumbent government.

On the other hand, he
said consistent increase in
prices of power, gas and
petroleum products has fur-
ther pushed the country
toward economic instabili-
ty and added to miseries of
the business community.

The SCCI’s acting chief
expressed fear that a new
wave of inflation will come
after the historic increase in
the fuel prices, resultantly,
the move will affect all
traders’ community, poor
masses and different seg-
ments of the society.

He continued that the
abrupt increase in price of
petroleum commodities is
highly unjustifiable and
incomprehensible, which is
unacceptable to them.

He said cost of living and
industrial production would
increase after the whopping
increase in fuel prices that
could further push up prices
of essential commodities,

which were already out of
the purchasing power of the
common man.

Ijaz Afridi asked the
government to avoid imple-
mentation of anti-business-
es policies and take practi-
cal steps for ease of doing
business.

He was of the view that
the government has multi-
plied problems of the busi-
ness community and com-
mon man by consistently
accepting demands of the
IMFE.

The chamber’s president
said a rapid negative

growth was seen in the
economy, businesses and
industries under the pre-
vailing circumstances.

He blamed the govern-
ment’s policies for making
it difficult to put the nation-
al economy on the right
track.

[jaz Afridi urged the
government to take back its
decision and bring down
fuel prices in the line of the
international market.

Otherwise, he warned
SCCI along with traders’
community will force a
protest.

2nd Polio case confirmed
this year: Health Dept KP

PESHAWAR (APP): The second Polio case of this year
has come from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, an official of the
Health Department Khyber Pakhtunkhwa said here

Wednesday.

Polio type-I virus has been confirmed in a 3-year-old
resident of Bannu as the child’s parents are refusing to

give polio drops,

Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa Health

Department official informed. So far the child has been
given anti-polio drops only twice during the campaign,
Health Department officials added. Weakness was identi-
fied in the child’s arms on July 11, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Health Department official said.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Provincial Minister Muham;;zad Ali §;zhh Khan
talking during online programe at Pakhtunkhwa Radio.

PESHAWAR: Chief of JUI (F) Maulana Fa
(S) Maulana Hamid ul Haqani offering dua for martyred of Bajaur blast. — F.P. photo Ghulam Murtaza
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Ghulam Ali, Chief of JUI

AD&SJ
grants bail
to alleged

murderer
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Additional
District and Session Judge
(AD&SJ) Nasrullah Khan
has granted bail to alleged
murderer  involved in
famous Kabar killing case,
on Wednesday.

According to prosecu-
tion, Arshad alleged killed
Zahid over family dispute
in the premises Jabar police
station on 27 June 2023.

However, the counsel
Khalid Mohmand and Atta
ur Rehman advocates info-
rmed that the offense was
committed at night while no
eye witness is available aga-
inst the petitioner and reg-
uested for bail. The counsel
added initial evidences are
also contradictory. AD&SJ
Nasrullah granted bail to
alleged murderer after con-
clusion of arguments.

14 cases
of Congo

reported

PESHAWAR (APP): A
total of 14 cases of Congo
reported in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in the first 7
months of the current year.

According to a report
issued by the Health Depa-
rtment Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa, as many as four
people died in Congo this
year and among the dead
people, 2 belong to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and 2 belong
to Afghanistan.

The report said that nine
patients infected with Congo
have been recovered and in
the last 24 hours, one patient
recovered and was dis-
charged from the hospital.
At present, a patient infected
with Congo is under treat-
ment in Hayatabad Medical
Complex.

Storage of rains, flood water:

Govt constructs 37
small dams in KP

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government has construct-
ed 37 small dams for stor-
age of flood and rains water
to bring arid lands under
agriculture cover.

The spokesman of Small
Dams Directorate,
Irrigation Department told
APP on Wednesday the
designs of seven medium
dams including Barwasa
and Sher Dara Swabi,
Sumri Payan Kohat,
Surkhaway Mardan, Naki
Nowshera, Shaheed Banda
Charssadda and Tora Warae
Hangu having a total accu-
mulative water storage
capacity of 13,014 AF with
14,935 acres CCA were
completed.

He said 24 small dams
with accumulative water
storage capacity of 75,008
AF having 49,523 acres
CCA were being built in
different districts of KP
with assistance of Federal
government.

He said that 37 small and
medium dams were con-
structed in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa including 15
operated by the provincial
government  while 11
supervised by WAPDA and
ten were constructed in
merged districts having
0.1377 million-acre culti-
vated (CCA) and 0.3414
Acres Feet (AF) water stor-
age capacity.

He said that about
46,000 big and small dams
were constructed in world
including 22,104 dams by
China, 5,334 by India and
only 150 dams by Pakistan
since its independence.

He said small dams
could easily be constructed
in a short span of two to
three years while big dams
mostly require 10 to 15
years, adding that Pakistan
would require additional 76
MAF water by 2050 which
was only possible by con-
structing small and medium
dams.

Besides completion of
Pezu dam in Lakki
Marwat, Khattak Bandhan
dam in Kohat, and Makh
Banda dam in Karak by the
federal government, he
said Ichar and Manchura
dams at Mansehra,
Chashma Akora Khel dam
in Karak, Sarozai dam in
Hangu, Sanam dam in
Lower Dir, Bada dam and
Ulta dam in Swabi were
also constructed jointly by
the federal and provincial
governments.

He said that seven medi-
um dams including Bara
dam in Khyber, Tank Zam
in Tank, Shiekh Haider
Zam, Chaudwan Zam,
Daraban, and Kora Nullah
in DIKhan and Larzan
small dam in Tank with
water storage capacity of
520,884 AF  covering
171,748 CCA besides 31.5-
megawatt power generation
capacity were in design
stage and practical work on
it would start soon.

Approval of promotion
policy demanded

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: An online
meeting of the general body
of FAPUASA (Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa) was held.
The meeting was chaired
by Dr. Feroz Shah and the
representatives  of  the
teacher’s associations of
the public universities of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa par-
ticipated in the meeting.
The participants appreci-
ated the recent directives
issued by the National Ass-
embly Standing Committee

NASC, to the Higher
Education Commission.
These instructions have
been issued under the chair-
manship of Dr. Qadir
Mandukhel and have asked
the Higher Education
Commission to call a meet-
ing of the Commission and
approve the promotion pol-
icy for BPS teachers of the
universities.

The members unanimo-
usly called on the Higher
Education =~ Commission
(HEC) to approve the pro-
posed promotion policy as

this is a long standing
demand of faculty and
agreements have been
signed with teachers’
organizations (FAPUASA
and APUBTA) and the
Higher Education Com-
mission for the implemen-
tation of this policy.

FAPUASA is committed
to protecting the rights and
interests of the academic
community in Pakistan and
expects positive results
from the upcoming meeting
of the commission.

Rescue 1122
serve 4077

mourners

PESHAWAR (APP):
During Muharram 2023,
Rescue 1122 has provided
rescue services to 4077
mourners, out of which
3916 mourners were given
first aid on the spot while
161 mourners were trans-
ferred to nearby hospitals.

The services continued
under the leadership of
District Emergency Officer
Ghulam Murtaza. Rescue
teams were deployed across
the district to provide res-
cue services to the mourn-
ers who provided their serv-
ices day and night.

PESHAWAR: Mayor Haji Zubair Ali talking with an injured of Bajaur blast
during his visit to hospital.

PML-N achieves remarkable
success in all fronts in 16 months
govt, says former minister

PESHAWAR (APP):
Former Provincial Minister,
Wajid Ali Khan here
Wednesday  said  that
Pakistan Muslim League
(N) has achieved remark-
able success in all fronts in
only 16 months coalition

|| government and put coun-

try’s back on right path.

Talking to APP, he said
Pakistan Muslim League N
has brought the national
economy back on track and
saved the country’s from
economic default.

Wajid Ali Khan who
remained associated with
ANP for 53 years have
recently joined PMLN dur-
ing a function at Swat dis-
trict.

He said a state-of-the art
kidney hospital at Swat was
established during tenure of
former prime minister

Nawaz Sharif where poor
patients was being provided
free treatment.

As result of prudent agri-
culture policies of the
Government, he said that a
record wheat was produced
this year while number cot-
ton production was forecast
in 2023.

He said the previous
government has failed to
deliver in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa despite its 9
years rule in the province,
and that PTI leadership
wasted time in hallow slo-
gans, confrontion and vic-
timization of opposition
leaders.

He accused the previous
government for destroying
the national economy and
social values besides tar-
nishing the country’s image
abroad.

“The entire nation knew
about a so- called leader,
who deceived people of
Khyber Pakthunkhwa on
the name of change and
completely failed to addr-
ess problems of masses.”

He said that Imran Niazi
had made tall anti corrup-
tion claims but later PTI
Government in KP has
closed its own created
Ehtadab Commission that
exposed the hallow slogans
of Imran.

He said that May 9 van-
dalism have exposed the
real face of Imran Niazi
before masses.

Wajid said that people of
Pakistan knew that who had
attacked and put on fire the
defence and government
installations during May 9
vandalism and destroyed
the economy during 2018-

22 and who saved the coun-
try’s from bankruptcy and
economic default in only 16
months Government.

He said that PMLN has
strong and committed lead-
ership in the shape of for-
mer prime minister
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
and sitting prime minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif with ability to steer
the country out of all chal-
lenges.

He said that if PMLN
was voted to power in
upcoming election would
change destiny of people
and address problems of
masses of Khyber
Pakthunkhwa.

Wajid said that people of
all walks of life are joining
Pakistan Muslim League N
due to its record devolop-
ment work.
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Funds allocated
for free of cost
medicines
F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: While
addressing the meeting
of  District Health
Authority  Hafizabad
held at District
Complex, Deputy
Commissioner ~ Umer
Farooq Warraich said
that the Punjab govern-
ment allocated Rs. 180
million in current fiscal
year budget for provid-
ing free of cost medi-
cines to patients and all
necessary treatment
facilities in the govern-
ment hospitals of the
district Hafizabad.
Chief Executive Office
(DHA) Hafizabad Dr.
Umer Sharif Rathor,
Medical Superintendent
DHQ  hospital Dr.
Shakeel Shahid, DHO
Dr.  Zahir  Ahmad,
Budget and Accounts
Officer Adnan Dar,
Incharge Trauma Centre
Dr. Shahzad Ahmad and
other officers attended
the meeting. DC said
that Insulin for Sugar
Patients was provided in
the DHQ while practical
steps were taken to
ensure provision of
medicines in outdoor
and indoor of the hospi-
tal. Being the
Administrator of the
District health Authority,
free of cost provision of
medicines and improve-
ment in health services
delivery is my top prior-
ity, he said that warned
the staff of the hospitals
to ensure timely bio-
metric attendance on
daily basis and negli-
gence in services deliv-
ery would not be tolerat-
ed at all. He also direct-
ed to improve medicines
record and data entry as
well as to monitor
record of medicines on
daily basis. The meeting
was informed that suffi-
cient stock of vaccine
and other medicines for
patients of dog and
snake biting is available
in the DHQ Hafizabad.

Female drug
smugglers held
F.P. Report

MARDAN: The
Shehbazgarhi Mardan
police station arrested
two drug smugglers and
recovered more than 25
kg of hashish from their
possession. According to
police reports, under the
supervision of DSP Rural
Circle Fazal Sher Khan
and under the leadership
of SHO Mohmand Khan,
police station
Shahbazgarhi along with
the ladies police team
conducted a successful
operation on a tip-off and
arrested two women
smugglers on the search
point of Chargali bus
staff.  Police said that
accused wife of Johar and
wife of Khan
Muhammad residents of
Chargali were arrested
with 25kg of hashish.
Police said that during
search, total of 25 kg and
902 grams of hashish hid-
den in 11 packets were
recovered from the pos-
session of the arrested
accused and taken into
custody by the police.
Sources said that the
arrested suspects were
trying to smuggle the said
drugs to Karachi through
a passenger vehicle.
Police took the accussed
in custody and started
further investigation.

Smuggling
bid foiled

QUETTA (PPI):
Collectorate of Customs
Balochistan claimed to
have seized foreign
goods worth Rs60 mil-
lion in different opera-
tions conducted on
Quetta-Karachi ~ main
highway near Lakpass
area on Wednesday.
According to a statement
issued by the spokesper-
son for Collectorate of
Customs Balochistan, a
Field Enforcement Unit
team seized foreign
goods, including 570
parcels of sugar, expen-
sive non-customs paid
vehicles, 3100 kilograms
of betel nut, foreign ciga-
rettes, auto parts and
other miscellaneous
gears, in different opera-
tions. Foreign goods,
valued at approximately
Rs60 million, were to be
smuggled to Karachi,
however, staff of the
Field Enforcement Unit
foiled the bid of smug-
glers.

Mardan traders
reject big increase
in electricity prices

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Members of
trader-community ~ while
expressing their great con-
cern and anger over a big
increase in electricity prices
as well as unscheduled and
excessive electricity load-
shedding, have announced
to begin phase-wise protest
against the government and
authorities concerned.

The  memebers  of
Markaz-e-Thanzeem-i-tha-
jraan (Ishan Bacha group)
in a large numbers held
press conference here the
other day. Prominent
among the traders who
accompanied the president
of Markaz-e-Thanzeem-i-
thajraan Ishan Bacha, were
included Mushtaq Seemab,
Haji Maaz Ullah, Ghulam
Hussain Saraf, Haji Iltaf
and others.

Speaking to journalists
on the occasion, the presi-
dent Thsan Ullah Bacha
deplored that the incumbent
rulers had no fear of Ullah
in their hearts that was why
they were making cruel
decisions against public.

He lamented that people
had no money to deposit
their  electricity  bills,
adding that they were com-
pelled to sell their homes or
other property meant to pay
electricity bills.

He alleged and criticized
that 23 bills were passed in
parliament in a single and
same day for increase in
their salaries and other
privileges but on the other
hand, the rulers did not take
any step to provide relief to
countrymen. The  big
increase in prices of elec-
tricity and gas as well as its
unscheduled and excessive
loadshedding had not only
made their lives as miser-
able but also ruined their
business activities, he
added.

He disclosed that about
350 posts of lineman were
laying vacant in the Mardan
region WAPDA offices due
to which residents of the
district had been facing dif-
ficulties. Other traders
spoke on occasion, said that
they had been facing load-
shedding for more than 10
and 12 hours with different

intervals.

Desides, they also
alleged that they were
forced to get repaired trans-
formers by themselves
whenever it got any fault as
the WAPDA personnel did
not bother to take any
immediate action in this
regard. They blamed that
the WAPDA officials had
been acting like bosses
before them whenever they
took any complaint to their
offices.

They asked the quarters
concerned to take the mat-
ter as serious, otherwise,
they threatened that they
were going to launch their
protest phase-wise if the
authorities concerned failed
to fulfill their demands. In
fist phase, they are hoisting
black banners and flags on
their shops, in second
phase, they will hold con-
vention of all traders' local
bodies and then they will
begin shuter down strikes
in phase-3. Even if they did
not take any justice, then
they would boycott to pay
their electricity bills, they
warned.

>

PTI & PDM govts flayed
for varsities’ financial crisis

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Islami
Jamiat Tulba (IJT) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa nazim

Waseem Haider has said
that during the previous
PTI government and the
current PDM government,
educational institutions are
facing a financial crisis.
Addressing a big rally
organized by the Jamaat-i-
Islami at Chakdara here the
other day, the IJT leader
said that due to financial
crises, students of the uni-
versities across the country
were being burdened as
they had to afford heavy
fees.

IJT demanded of the
government to take practi-
cal steps for restoration of
students’ unions in
Pakistan. He complained
the GDP spent on universi-
ty education was less than
the neighbouring
Afghanistan. The IJT leader
said that 60% of the coun-
try's population consisted
of youth but neither the
‘tabdili srkar’ (PTI) nor the
PDM had taken steps for
their future. “Most of the
youth from Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa are forced to
leave the country due to
unemployment”, he said,
adding the elite class of the
country had destroyed the
future of the children. He
demanded the government
to allocate at least 5 percent
of the GDP for education.

He said that about 4.7
million children in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were
deprived of their education
due to poverty. He said that
under the auspices of the
administration in the uni-
versities, intoxication was
common among teachers
and students.

He said the future of stu-
dents was being destroyed
under planning so that they
could not play their due
role in development. He
alleged the elite class was
involved in drug trafficking
and harassment in universi-
ties.

The IJT leader demand-
ed strict action against the
elements involved in the
Islamia University
Bahawalpur, Punjab. He
threatened an agitation
against the incident if the
government failed to pun-
ish the culprits.

JUI-F leaders visited
Bajaur blast vicitms:
Jamiat Ulema Islam Fazl
senators Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor  Haidari and
Maulana Atta ur Rehman
paid a visit to the district
headquarters hospital
Timergara and inquired
after the health condition of
the Bajaur blast victims.

The JUI-F senior activist
Qazi Ayazud Din, district
chief Sirajud Din and Haji
Khurshid Khan were also
present on the occasion.
The senators met with the
Bajaur blast injured persons
and prayed for their speedy
recovery. They directed the
hospital medical superin-
tendent Dr Asghar Ali to
provide every possible
medical care to the injured
workers.

Talking to party workers
the JUI-F general secretary
Maulana Abdul Ghafoor
Haidari asked the workers
to show patience at this
critical moment. He said
the whole Muslim ummah
had expressed its grief over
the Bajaur suicide blast. He
said that party leaders and
its workers stood by the
blast victims.

Anti-encroachment operation conducted

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Assistant
Commissioner Mardan
Ayesha Tahir led the anti-
encroachment drive against
the violators on sugar mills
bypass road Mardan.
Assistant Manager waste
water management

WSSCM Ikramullah along

with his team was also
present.

Ayesha Tahir stated that
the violators and encroach-
ers will be dealt with iron
hands to ensure efficient
flow of waste water. She
added that WSSCM and
other departments have ini-
tiated pre-monsoon de-silt-
ing drive from the last few

months however due to
encroachment they face
hurdles and difficulty to
ensure smooth de-silting
operations. AC requested
the citizens and traders to
avoid encroachment on
drains to ensure smooth
flow of waste water and
avoid urban flooding in
Mardan.
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FAISALABAD: Shopkeepers disyd
their shops during the celebrations of the Independence Day.

A
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large size of national flags outside

BUNER: People offering funeral prayer of prominent progressive poét and provincial leader of Awami
National Party (ANP) Shams Buneri at his native village. — F.P. photo

Commemorating India’s
atrocities in Kashmir

Shams
Buneri laid
to rest

F.P. Report

BUNER: A prominent pro-
gressive poet and provin-
cial leader of Awami
National Party (ANP)
Shams Buneri has been
passed away while his
funeral prayer was offered
at Ghazi Khani and buried
at his ancestral graveyard.

During the funeral
prayer of Shams Buneri
people from every walk of
life including political lead-
ership, journalist communi-
ty, religious clerics and
civil society members were
present. The deceased was
brother senior journalist
Abid Buneri while father of
Riaz Khan Advocate.

Jirga demands
action against
police official

F.P. Report

RISALPUR: Police has
failed to control of drugs
and street crimes in the
premises of Risalpur police
station while dacoits and
drug dealers are roaming
freely despite captured by
public and handovered to
compete authorities.

This was claimed Aman
Jirga chaired by Syed
Kamal Shah Bacha while
Abid Sultan, Peer Zulfigar
Bacha, Rahim Zada, Malak
Mujeeb, Fida Khan,
Humayun Khan, Shams ul
Qamar, Mian Amjad, Dr.
Zulfiqar, Peer Maghfarat
Shah, Farzand Ali Khattak,
Haji Nehar Ali, Mudassir
Shah, Abid Taj, Fawad,
Amir Khattak, Amjad, Haji
Inayat ur Rehman and
Salim Mujahid were pres-
ent.

The participants claimed
that Station House Officer
Risalpur police station
Jamsheed Khan and In-
charge Bara Banda Chawki
Khan Zeb Khan are pro-
tecting criminals especially
drug dealers and street
criminals. They claimed
that residents had captured
street criminals and han-
dovered to police but they
are roaming freely due to
loose cases registered by
concerned officials.

Aman Jirga requested
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Mardan and District
Police Officer Nowshera
to take  disciplinary
actions otherwise they will
arrange protest on 7th
Aigust at G.T Road on
larger scale.

Farhan Qutab Siddiqui

N August Sth,
Pakistan observes
Youm-e-Istehsal, a

day to remember the
egregious human rights
violations and atrocities
committed by India in the
disputed region of Jammu
and Kashmir. This day
holds significant impor-
tance as it marks the
fourth anniversary of
India's unilateral decision
to revoke the special sta-
tus of Jammu and
Kashmir, stripping the
region of its autonomy.

The day serves as a stark
reminder of the ongoing
struggle of Kashmiri people
and highlights the interna-
tional community's indif-
ference towards their
plight. This article aims to
shed light on the atrocities
committed by India in
Kashmir and the pressing
need for the global commu-
nity to address this grave
human rights issue.

India's revocation of
Article 370 on August 5,
2019, effectively stripped
Jammu and Kashmir of its
special status, eliminating
its autonomy and merging
it into the Indian Union.
This decision was not only
unconstitutional but also a
brazen violation of the
rights of Kashmiris to
determine their own fate.
By unilaterally making
such a move, India dis-
played a blatant disregard
for the democratic princi-
ples it claims to uphold.
The people of Kashmir
were denied a voice in a
decision that fundamentally
altered the political land-

scape of their region, fur-
ther exacerbating their
sense of marginalization.

Following the revoca-
tion, the Indian government
imposed a stringent com-
munication blackout, cut-
ting off internet and phone
services in the region. This
move stifled freedom of
expression and restricted
access to vital information,
making it easier for Indian
authorities to suppress dis-
sent and carry out their
actions with impunity.
Reports of arbitrary arrests,
extrajudicial killings, and
torture of civilians by
Indian security forces
emerged, exposing the
depths of human rights
abuses in Kashmir.

One of the most har-
rowing aspects of India's
crackdown in Kashmir
has been the use of pellet
guns against unarmed
civilians. These "non-
lethal" weapons have
caused severe injuries,
blindness, and even death,
with thousands of people
falling victim to their
indiscriminate use. The
fact that pellet guns con-
tinue to be employed
despite widespread inter-
national condemnation
reflects India's blatant
disregard for human
rights and a total lack of
accountability.

The revocation of Article
370 has ignited a renewed

cycle of violence in
Kashmir, with the younger
generation bearing the

brunt of this turmoil. The
stifling environment and
lack of economic opportu-
nities have pushed many
Kashmiri youth towards

radicalization, further exac-
erbating the already volatile
situation. Rather than
addressing the root causes
of unrest, India's heavy-
handed approach has only
fueled resentment and
alienation among the
Kashmiri population.

Despite the blatant
human rights violations
occurring in Kashmir, the
international community
has largely remained silent.
Nations that claim to cham-
pion human rights and
democracy have turned a
blind eye to the suffering of
Kashmiris, prioritizing eco-
nomic and political inter-
ests over justice. This
hypocrisy not only under-
mines the principles of
international law but also
perpetuates the suffering of
millions of Kashmiris liv-
ing under oppressive condi-
tions.

Youm-e-Istehsal serves
as a solemn reminder of the
ongoing human rights crisis
in Kashmir. India's revoca-
tion of Article 370 and the
subsequent actions against
the Kashmiri people have
exposed a deeply troubling
reality about the world's
approach to human rights
abuses.

The international com-
munity must end its silence
and take a firm stance
against India's actions in
Kashmir, demanding
accountability and justice
for the countless lives
affected. Only through gen-
uine efforts to address the
grievances of Kashmiris
and uphold the principles of
democracy can we hope for
a peaceful resolution to the
Kashmir issue.

Residents
to closure

F.P. Report

BUNER: The residents of
Arooni a mountainous vil-
lage located at Mandanr
tehsil has cut from rest of
Buner due to land sliding
from 12 days during mon-
soon downpour while the
locals are facing starvation
because edible items are
finished in the houses espe-
cially the lives of children
and elderly people at risk.
A resident named Sahib
Zar said that residents of
Arooni village facing star-
vation due to shortage of
edible items in the premises
and closure of road to

facing starvation due
of road from 12 days

ensure supply chain. He
added that people com-
pelled to initiate opening of
road with community sup-
port.

Another Ali Gul said that
competent authorities
including administration,
disaster management
authority and tehsil munici-
pality has turned blind eyes
towards the residents which
may cause a human crisis.

Moreover, one Samar
Gul claimed that the youth
is compelled to attain
school at Khananu Dheri
due to unavailability of
medal and high school in
the village. He added that

students carried out the
seven kilometers path with
bare foots.

However, Bakhti Gul a
resident claimed that peo-
ple has initiated restoration
works on road make acces-
sibility of pedestrians to
nearest village and bazaar
to maintain supply of edible
items. He argued that other-
wise the populace will
death due to starvation. The
residents argued competent
authorities to initiate relief
works and restoration as
well as provision of edible
items to the locals especial-
ly to protect children and
elders in the premises.

Growers sensitize of protecting fruits

F.P. Report

BARA: A day-long session of pro-
/| tecting fruits was held here in the
agriculture office, Bara last day.
The activity was organized by the

agriculture department,

under the supervision of agriculture
officer Sharafat Afridi and a num-
ber of local fruit growers participat-

ed in it.

The agriculture experts informed
the gardeners of various methods of
controlling fruit fly. They added
that since long spread of fruit flies
in the fruits and vegetables had
revealed that the growers suffered a
lot. Fruit fly set on the groceries
and left germs in it that caused rot-
ten in a few days,

Khyber

The experts introduced a small

they added.

box and asked the farmers to put a
sweet thing, coated with poison and
hang it in the fruit tree. When the
fly enter to eat the sweet things, it
will die instantly, they remarked.
The agriculture officials vowed that
they would extend every possible
assistance to protect the interest of
the local farmers.

Impact of digital footprints on employment opportunities

Zar Ali Khan

W\ —

AVE you ever Googled
Hyourself or tried to
explore your online dig-
ital footprints? These foot-
prints are the traces and digi-
tal records of your actions,
behaviours, and engagements
that you have left behind on
various digital media plat-
forms. You might be one of the
4.76 billion users who are
actively using social media
platforms for accessing and
sharing information. However,
have you ever wondered what
kind of digital footprint you're
leaving behind?
The impact of social media on
our lives is undeniable.

According to social media statis-
tics of January 2023, an average
user spends 6 hours and 37 min-
utes browsing content on social
media platforms each day.
However, what we failed to real-
ize is the significant influence of
social media in the professional
sphere. These platforms have
become a reflection of our pref-
erences, hobbies, and even our
emotional state.

Modern social media plat-
forms are powered by artificial
intelligence. The complex algo-
rithms of these platforms curate
content based on users' search-
ing habits. As a result, every
‘click’, ‘like’, and ‘share’ con-
tributes to shaping our digital

identity which is a portrait of
who we are in the virtual world.

Although social media plat-
forms were initially developed
for social interaction, they have
now evolved into a handy tool
for decision-making. Consider
the scenario where potential
employers utilize the same plat-
forms to gain deep insights into
candidates' personalities, their
strengths, and weaknesses
beyond what's presented in their
resumes. According to a survey
conducted in 2020, 70 percent of
the employers believe that
screening candidates' social
media profiles is an indispensa-
ble aspect of the hiring process.
In fact, a staggering 78 percent

of employers expect their cur-
rent employees to maintain a
work-appropriate digital pres-
ence. The interesting part of the
research is that more than half
(55%) have found content on the
candidates’ timelines that caused
them not to hire the applicant.
Keeping in view the profes-
sional side of the online media,
it becomes evident that main-
taining a positive online reputa-
tion is no longer a choice but a
necessity for professionals and
job seekers. A poorly curated
social media account which
mostly contains unauthentic
information, hate speech and
disparaging content, could
adversely impact job prospects.

The question now is that how
can one ensure a favourable
online presence? The key lies in
balance and mindfulness. While
it's essential to be authentic and
express oneself genuinely, it's
equally crucial to be mindful of
the content we share. We must
make our platforms a window
into the best version of our-
selves. We must understand that
'Googling ourselves' is more
than just a casual endeavour, it's
a crucial step in securing profes-
sional success in the digital age.

As the world becomes
increasingly interconnected, the
boundaries between personal
and professional life continue to
blur. By cultivating a positive

digital presence, we can enhance
our employability and inspire
the potential employers. Our
digital narrative is always in our
hands. Let’s take charge of our
online presence and maintain a
professional reputation through
a balanced approach. While it's
essential to present ourselves to
the relevant folks, let’s also
cherish the authentic social
experience that social media was
originally meant for. What are
you waiting for, Google yourself
and gain your social insights
now.

The Author is working as
Deputy Director-IT in the
Directorate General Information
& PRs, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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UK foreign aid cuts:
Thousands will die
as a result: Report

LONDON (BBO):
Thousands of women in
Africa will die in pregnan-
cy and childbirth as a result
of cuts to the UK's overseas
aid budget, ministers have
been warned. According to
an internal assessment by
civil  servants, almost
200,000 more women will
also face unsafe abortions.

Their report reveals the
impact of cuts this year to
the overseas aid budget.
The Foreign Office says its
budget for low-income
countries has been cut in
the short-term to hit a sav-
ings target, but will then
nearly double. The internal
document says a 76% cut in
aid for Afghanistan will
leave some of the world's
most vulnerable women
and girls without critical
services. And half a million
women and children in
Yemen will not receive
healthcare. The conclusions
come in an assessment
made by Foreign Office
civil servants earlier this
year, to inform ministers
before they decided what to
cut. Andrew Mitchell, the
development minister, gave
it to the International
Development Committee
as part of his efforts to
make UK aid spending
more transparent - as it
used to be before the
Department for
International Development
was merged with the more
secretive Foreign Office.
Previous governments have
rarely  published such
detailed calculations about
the impact of their spending
reductions. In the assess-
ment, the Foreign Office
outlines some of the head-
line cuts to the department's
Overseas  Development
Assistance budget worth
more than £900m for this
year. Many of these reduc-
tions were imposed on the
Foreign Office after the
Treasury allowed the Home
Office to spend about a

quarter of the aid budget
housing refugees in Britain.

This is allowed under
international rules for the
first year of a refugee's stay
in the UK. But the arrival of
so many refugees and asy-
lum seekers in small boats
over the Channel has sent
the costs of hotel bills soar-
ing. And that has meant less
can be spent on the govern-
ment's priorities overseas.
The assessment said that as
a result of 76% cuts in aid
to Afghanistan, the Foreign
Office "will not be able to
support critical services for
women and girls... reduc-
ing funding will potentially
leave some of the most vul-
nerable women and girls in
the world without critical
services". Across Africa, it
said that reductions to the
Women's Integrated Sexual
Health Programme would
reduce protection for
women with "the number
of unsafe abortions averted
from nearly 300,000 to
approximately  115,000;
number of maternal deaths
averted will drop from
2,531 to just over 1,000". In
Yemen, it said that half a
million women and chil-
dren in Yemen will not
receive healthcare and
"fewer preventable deaths
will be avoided". "It may
cause lasting damage to
health systems in Yemen, if
other donors are unable to
fund," it said. In Somalia,
the Foreign Office will
have to "delay this year,
and potentially stop alto-
gether" a programme to
counter female genital
mutilation. And in South
Sudan, cuts the humanitari-
an budget will mean
"27,000 children suffering
from severe acute malnutri-
tion will go untreated, of
which 12% (3,000) could
die". To try to soften the
blow of these cuts, the
Foreign Office has used
"in-year underspends and
other resources" to find a

little more money to spend
on aid this year, including a
further £41m for
Afghanistan, £32m for
Yemen, £30m for Syria and
£30m for Somalia. And in
his letter to the Develo-
pment Committee, Mr
Mitchell emphasised that
aid spending would incre-
ase next year, with almost
double being allocated to
Africa. But Sarah Cham-
pion MP, chair of the
International Development
Committee, said the cuts

were "intolerable" and
would have a '"terrible
impact".

This astonishingly hon-
est assessment of the real
impact makes grim reading.
It is a litany of the people -
living in poverty, suffering
hunger, women, girls, dis-
abled people - who will no
longer be supported by the
UK's direct aid spending,”
she says. Ian Mitchell, sen-
ior policy fellow and co-
director of Europe at the
Center for Global
Development, said: "The
abrupt nature of the budget
reduction imposed by
Chancellor Jeremy Hunt
last year meant that [the
Foreign Office was] unable
to protect the poorest or
most vulnerable groups; or
even stated government pri-
orities like girls' education
or climate." A spokesperson
from the Foreign Office
said UK aid spending
would rise to £8.3bn next
year, with a focus on deal-
ing with humanitarian
crises, protecting women
and girls and supporting
vulnerable people, "while
delivering value for money
for taxpayers". "While the
budget for low-income
countries has had to be
reduced in the short term to
achieve our savings target -
it is due to nearly double
for these countries the year
after, including in Africa
where aid will rise from
£646m to £1.364bn."

NK calls US envoy
a ‘political housemaid’

SEOUL (AP): North Korea
hurled misogynistic insults
Wednesday at a newly con-
firmed United States spe-
cial envoy to monitor the
country's human rights
issues and warned of
unspecified security conse-
quences if Washington con-
tinues to criticize its human
rights conditions.

The statement published
by North Korea's official

Korean Central News
Agency described Julie
Turner as a "wicked

woman" who was picked
by the Biden administration
as a "political housemaid"
to launch  groundless
attacks on the country's
human rights record. The
US  Senate confirmed
Turner's appointment July
27. She previously served
as the director of East Asia
and the Pacific at the State
Department. The statement
said the Biden administra-
tion's public criticism of
North Korea's human rights
situation highlighted its
hostility toward Pyongyang
in the face of an intensify-
ing nuclear  standoff
between the countries.

KCNA described Turner's
past criticisms of North
Korea's human rights
record as absurd, and said
the US "revels in meddling
in the internal affairs of a
sovereign state and slander-
ing it."

"Turner should know
that she was chosen as a
political housemaid and
scapegoat for the 'human
rights' plots to pressure the
DPRK, a poor policy set
forth by the Biden adminis-
tration driven into a scrape
in the DPRK-US nuclear
confrontation," the agency
said, using the initials of
the North's formal name,
the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea. The
agency said the continued
US criticism on North
Korean human rights
issues could "backfire on
it, spawning severe securi-
ty issues." In defiance of
Washington last week,
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un hosted senior del-
egates from Russia and
China at a Pyongyang mil-
itary parade that show-
cased his intercontinental
ballistic missiles designed

to target the US mainland.
Analysts say Kim is trying
to boost the visibility of his
partnerships with Moscow
and Beijing as he looks to
break away from diplomat-
ic isolation and insert him-
self into a united front
against the United States.
Tensions on the Korean
Peninsula are at their high-
est point in years. The pace
of North Korean missile
tests and the United States'
combined military exercis-
es with South Korea have
intensified in a tit-for-tat
cycle. North Korea is sen-
sitive to any criticism of its
top leadership and govern-
ment, and often issues
harsh remarks toward US
and South Korean officials
in times of animosity. The
country's language tends to
be cruder when the targets
are women: It called for-
mer South Korean
President Park Geun-hye a
prostitute, and former US
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton a "funny lady" who

sometimes "looks like a
primary schoolgirl and
sometimes a pensioner

going shopping."

Hezbollah urges halt to
Palestinian camp clashes

BEIRUT (Reuters): The
head of powerful armed
group Hezbollah called for
a halt to days of deadly
clashes that have raged
between rival factions in
the Palestinian camp of Ain
el-Hilweh in southern
Lebanon. At least 11 peo-
ple - most of them militants
- have been Kkilled in the
camp since fighting broke
out between mainstream
faction Fatah and hardline
Islamists, security sources
in the camp told Reuters.
"This fighting must not
continue because its reper-
cussions are bad - for the
camp's residents, for the
dear Palestinian people...
for the south, for all of
Lebanon," Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah said in a tele-
vised address. The United
Nations agency for
Palestine refugees
(UNRWA) said at least
2,000 people have fled
their homes in the camp
and UNRWA activities
were suspended due to the
violence. Negotiations

between the rival factions
have led to brief suspen-
sions of fighting but have
failed to secure a lasting
ceasefire, with heavy
clashes resuming.
Hezbollah, which controls
southern Lebanon and is
vehemently opposed to
Israel, has ties to
Palestinian factions and
supports  their  cause.
Nasrallah said anyone who
could '"pressure, say a
word, make contact, make
an effort" to secure a truce
should do so. UNRWA esti-
mates that up to 250,000
Palestinian refugees live in
Lebanon's 12 Palestinian
camps, which date back to
the 1948 war between
Israel and its Arab neigh-
bors. The camps mainly lie
outside the jurisdiction of
Lebanese security services.
Nasrallah also ramped up
his rhetoric against those
burning copies of the
Muslim holy book the
Koran in Denmark and
Sweden in recent weeks,
saying the weak response

from Muslim states had left
believers wanting.

"There is no longer any
meaning to waiting for
anyone. You must take up
this responsibility and pun-
ish these damned people
with the strongest punish-

ment," Nasrallah said.
Hezbollah was founded in
1982 by Iran's

Revolutionary Guards and
is classified by the United
States and other Western
countries as a terrorist
organisation. Last year,
Hadi Matar, a 24-year-old
Shi'ite Muslim American,
was charged with the stab-
bing of Salman Rushdie,
author of the 1988 novel
"The Satanic Verses,"
viewed by some Muslims
as containing blasphemous
passages. Matar's family
originally  hails  from
Yaroun, where Hezbollah
has strong support. A
Hezbollah official at the
time said the group had no
information on the attack
and Nasrallah declined to
comment directly on it.

Bahamas
promises to
join Kenya in
security force
in Haiti
NEW YORK (Reuters):
The Bahamian government
welcomed Kenya's deci-
sion to lead a multinational
force in Haiti and commit-
ted 150 people to support
the effort if the United
Nations authorizes the
force. The announcement
from the Bahamas' foreign
ministry follows a request
from UN Secretary General
Antonio  Guterres that
Haiti's neighbors join
forces with Kenya, which
last week said it was will-
ing to send 1,000 police
officers to Haiti to help

stem gang violence.

"The Bahamas has com-
mitted 150 persons to sup-
port the multi-national
force once authorized by
the United Nations Security
Council," the ministry said
in a statement. The
Bahamas' statement echoed
comments from Kenyan
Foreign Minister Alfred
Mutua, who described the
security intervention as an
opportunity to stand "with
persons of African descent
across the world." It added
the Bahamas looks "for-
ward to cooperating with
hemispheric partners
including the United States
and Canada." US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
commended Kenya for
"considering to serve as the
lead nation" for the multi-
national force and
expressed support for its
authorization from a UN
Security Council
Resolution. In a statement,
the Washington-based
Organization of American
States said the group's gen-
eral secretariat "welcomes
with appreciation” Kenya's
announcement. Haiti's gov-
ernment requested interna-
tional security assistance
last year, attracting the
UN's support for a security
force to be deployed by
member states, but no
country had been willing to
lead such an effort until
Kenya's commitment.
Regional governments
have been reluctant to sup-
port the unelected adminis-
tration of Haitian Prime
Minister Ariel Henry, who
has said fair elections can-
not be held with the current
insecurity.

Russia could
be ready for
Black Sea

grain deal talks

UNITED NATIONS
(Reuters): The United States
has been told that Russia is
prepared to return to talks on
a deal that had allowed the
safe Black Sea export of
Ukraine grain, but "we
haven't seen any evidence of
that yet," the US envoy to the
United Nations said. Russia
quit the deal on July 17. US
Ambassador to the UN Linda
Thomas-Greenfield said that
if Russia wants to get its own
fertilizer to global markets
and make agricultural trans-
actions "they're going to have
to return to this deal.”

"We have seen indications
that they might be interested
in returning to discussions.
So we will wait to see
whether that actually hap-
pens," she said at a press
conference, without giving
further details. Moscow has
suggested that if its demands
to improve its own exports
of grain and fertilizer were
met it would consider resur-
recting the Black Sea agree-
ment, brokered in July 2022
by the UN and Turkey to
help ease a global food crisis
following Russia's invasion
of Ukraine. Russia's grain
and fertilizer exports are not
subject to Western sanctions
but Moscow has said restric-
tions on payments, logistics
and insurance have been a
barrier to shipments. UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres met a week ago
with  Russia's  Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei
Vershinin - who led
Moscow's negotiations to
agree the Black Sea deal - on
the sidelines of a UN food
systems summit in Rome.
"Had there been a break-
through, I think it would
have been shared with you,"
UN spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said. After with-
drawing from the Black Sea
pact Russia began targeting
Ukrainian ports and grain
infrastructure on the Black
Sea and Danube River and
global grain prices spiked.
Russia has also threatened to
target Ukraine-bound civil-
ian vessels, prompting Kyiv
to responded by announcing
similar measures against
vessels bound for Russia or
Russian-occupied Ukrainian
territory.

Niger coup: Evacuated
European nationals arrive

in Paris an

PARIS (BBC): Flights evacuating
Europeans from Niger have arrived in
France and Italy. France began evac-
uating its citizens from Niger amid
anti-French sentiment following last
week's coup - 262 people arrived in
Paris early on Wednesday. The coup
has prompted demonstrations against
the former colonial power, with the
French embassy coming under attack.

However, France says it has no
plans to repatriate about 1,000 French
soldiers stationed there as part of
efforts to counter Islamist militants.
Germany has urged its nationals to
take up France's offer to help other
Europeans as Italy organised a flight
which arrived in Rome just after
05:00 local time on Wednesday with
87 evacuees. The plane was carrying
36 Italians, 21 Americans and one
Briton, according to Reuters news
agency. Juntas in Burkina Faso and
Mali have warned that any forcible
attempt to restore the ousted presi-
dent would be seen as a declaration of
war. The two neighbours, also former
French colonies, have both moved
away from France and towards
Russia, after staging their own coups
in recent years.

Their warning marks a significant
twist that could escalate the volatile
situation in a region battling an
Islamist militant insurgency. Niger,
which is rich in uranium, has been a
key Western ally in the fight against
jihadist extremism in the Sahel. Both
France and the US have military
bases there. After Mali's military
leaders chose to partner up with the
Russian Wagner mercenaries in 2021,
France moved the centre of its
regional counter-terror operations to
Niger. P rotesters outside the French
embassy in the capital Niamey chant-
ed "Long live Russia", "Long live
Putin" and "Down with France".
They also set fire to the walls of the
embassy compound. France sent
planes because the closure of Niger's
airspace has made it impossible for
people to leave by their own means.

There are an estimated 600 French
nationals in Niger and fewer than 100
Germans. Italy's foreign ministry
says there are about 90 Italians in
Niamey out of a total of just under
500 countrywide, most of whom are
in the military, the AFP news agency
reports. According to the Reuters
news agency, Spain is also preparing
to evacuate more than 70 Spaniards
by air. The UK is not organising an
evacuation and has urged its nationals
in Niger to stay indoors, while the
European Union said it was not plan-
ning to remove its staff for the time
being. The US also said it was not
evacuating its citizens, seeing no
immediate threat to them or its facili-
ties, AFP reports. The situation in
Niamey was reported to be calm. One
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of the French evacuees, Anthony
Garcia, said he was packing as little
as possible for the journey: "We were
asked to take just a small bag with
essentials, because we can't take the
suitcase." Earlier, France had wel-
comed the ultimatum issued by the
West African bloc Ecowas, giving
Niger's junta a week to reinstate
elected President Mohamed Bazoum,
who has been confined to the presi-
dential palace in Niamey. Chad's
President Mahamat Idris Déby was in
Niger the following day, leading
mediation efforts on behalf of the
Ecowas and was pictured with Mr
Bazoum.

These diplomatic moves prompted
Burkina Faso and Mali to issue a
joint statement threatening that if
Ecowas intervened militarily, they
would withdraw from the bloc and
go to the defence of their eastern
neighbour. They said such an inter-
vention would be disastrous and
destabilising. Burkina Faso, Mali and
Guinea are all currently suspended
from Ecowas following coups in
recent years. Ecowas's last major
military intervention was in The
Gambia in 2017, when Yahya
Jammeh refused to step down as
president after losing elections to
Adama Barrow. After West African
troops deployed, Mr Jammeh went
into exile in Equatorial Guinea. The
regional body also sent troops to sup-
port Guinea-Bissau's government
last year following a failed coup
attempt there. Algeria, Niger's neigh-
bour to the north, has also urged cau-
tion over any possible military inter-
vention, saying it "would lead to an
escalation of the current crisis".

Niger's junta has not commented
on the Ecowas demand, but vowed to
defend the country from any "aggres-
sion" by regional or Western powers.
It accused France of planning mili-
tary intervention. But, French
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Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna
told French channel BEMTYV the alle-
gation was not true. She suggested
the coup, which has been welcomed
by the shadowy Wagner group, could
be an seen as an opportunity for
Russia: "I am not sure that everyone
in Niger sleeps with a Russian flag
under their pillow. "But it is possible
that Russia tries to take advantage of
the situation. It does it in other coun-
tries of the region. It's an hypothesis."
At a briefing, the White House's
National Security Council spokesman
John Kirby said the US had no evi-
dence that Russia was behind the
coup. According to Reuters, the evac-
uation plans will not affect operations
of French nuclear fuel company
Orano in Niger, as it said most of its
staff were Nigerien nationals. There
are no good options in Niger. The
West looks set to lose its strategic
counter-terror bases there and mili-
tary intervention by Ecowas would
almost certainly lead to a civil war.
The current evacuation of French
nationals is quite likely to be fol-
lowed by the abandonment of US and
French military bases and the depar-
ture of their 2,500 troops that have
been engaged in helping Niger fight
jihadist insurgents.

So who benefits from all this?
Certainly not the population of Niger.
The presence of Western forces was
far from universally popular, but the
country was receiving hundreds of
millions of euros in annual financial
aid and military assistance. That has
now stopped. Russian flags have
appeared on the streets suspiciously
quickly, so it is likely that Russia's
Wagner group will be looking to fill
in behind the departing troops. And
for the jihadists of Boko Haram and
the al-Qaeda and Islamic State groups
active across the Sahel, all this dis-
ruption and uncertainty is a strategic
gift.

Some of Niger’s neighbors defend
the coup there, even hinting at war’

to

"come to its senses."

NAIROBI (AP): Not every-
one is hostile to the coups in
Niger and other African
nations in the past few years
that have worried the West.
In the "family photo" for
last week's Russia-Africa
Summit, Russian President
Vladimir Putin stood next to
Ibrahim Traore, the young
military officer who seized
power in Burkina Faso in
September. It was an
uncomfortable moment for
many leaders elsewhere in
Africa. "The normalization
and dignifying of military
takeovers must trouble our
great continent,” Kenya's
cabinet secretary for foreign
affairs wrote while sharing
the photo this week.

Now Burkina Faso and
another military junta-led
country friendly  with
Russia, Mali, have taken the
unusual step of declaring
that foreign military inter-
vention in neighboring
Niger after last week's coup
would be considered a dec-
laration of war against them,
too. They are defying the
West African regional body
known as ECOWAS, which
said it could use force if
Niger's coup leaders don't
reinstate the democratically
elected president, Mohamed
Bazoum, within a week.
Another coup-affected
nation, Guinea, in a separate
statement supported Niger's
junta and urged ECOWAS

Their defense of the events
in Niger complicates the
world's response as the
resolve of partners is tested.
It also reflects what a United
Nations study warned last
month after surveying thou-
sands of citizens of African
countries that recently went
through coups or other
undemocratic changes of
government. "A possible
regional-level scenario
might see the military juntas
in Mali, Guinea and Burkina
Faso team up" to challenge
the region's traditional
response to coups, the report
said. It warned they could
defy sanctions and stand for
elections, with help from
"new international
alliances." The report said
that "paradoxically," popu-
lar support for the recent
military coups in Africa is
"symptomatic of a new
wave of democratic aspira-
tion that is expanding across
the continent” as over-
whelmingly young popula-
tions grow frustrated with
existing economic and polit-
ical systems and press for
change more rapid than
what elections can deliver.
Many just want to feel
secure as Islamic extremists
expand their range in the
Sahel, the arid region south
of the Sahara Desert. "I
think that a military power
in Niger will better coordi-

nate its military actions with
Mali and Burkina Faso to
fight terrorism," Harber
Cisse, a Malian citizen liv-
ing in Guinea, told The
Associated  Press. He
believes Niger's democrati-
cally elected president,
Mohamed Bazoum, had
been "turning a blind eye"
and allowing extremists to
cross into Mali. Those with
memories of past coups in
the region are not necessari-
ly shocked by the hastily
assembled military announ-
cements and unrest in the
streets. The UN survey
found optimism and excite-
ment along with anxiety for
the future, plus an impa-
tience that has led to multi-
ple coups within months in
more than one country. The
four coups in Africa in 2021
were the most in a single
year in two decades. Many
people said they believed
the army should take over
when a civilian government
is incompetent. "These find-
ings highlight the risk of a
return to an era of close mil-
itary involvement in African
politics," the UN report said.
Certain international
responses to coups can be
seen as an insult, especially
if some foreign partners
were seen as prioritizing
security instead of African
governments' accountability
for alleged misconduct. "In
some  scenarios, these

geopolitically driven inter-
ventions have compounded
the very factors that height-
en coup risk," the UN report
said.

Niger had been seen by
the United States and allies
as the last major counterter-
rorism partner in the imme-
diate region after Mali and
Burkina Faso kicked out
French troops and Mali
ordered a 15,000-strong UN
peacekeeping mission to
leave, claiming it had failed
in its mission. Post-coup
economic sanctions and cuts
in assistance programs
threaten to worsen the living
situation for many in some
of the world's poorest coun-
tries, while well-off foreign-
ers board evacuation flights
to more comfortable places.
To help counter the "epi-
demic of coups," interna-
tional partners shouldn't
downplay people's griev-
ances against national
authorities, and  their
engagement should extend
beyond the security sector
and "national elites," the
director of the Amani Africa
think tank, Solomon Dersso,
wrote. "There's a small
number of people profiting
from the riches of Niger,"
one coup supporter, Seydou
Moussa, said in the capital,
Niamey. "Nigeriens cannot
live like that. It's time that
change comes. And change
has come."

Suspected militant attack in Yemen kills 5 troops

SANAA (AP): A suspected
militant attack in southern
Yemen killed at least five
troops loyal to a secession-
ist group, in the latest such
assault blamed on an affili-
ate of al-Qaida, a military
spokesman said. The attack
took place in Wadi Omran
in Abyan province and also
wounded four troops from
the  Southern  Armed
Forces, which is loyal to
the secessionist Southern
Transitional Council,
spokesman Mohammed al-
Nagib said in a statement.
The separatist council is
backed by the United Arab

Emirates and controls much
of Yemen's south. It is at
odds with the international-
ly recognized government.
Al-Naqib said suspected
militants attacked their
forces using mortars and
rocket-propelled grenades.
He said their forces were
chasing the assailants, who
fled to a mountainous area
between Abyan and neigh-
boring Bayda province. No
group claimed responsibili-
ty for the ambush But
according to two security
officials and a tribal leader,
the attack was carried out
by al-Qaeda militants. They

said the militants ambushed
tents where many soldiers
were sleeping, and fired at
several armored cars. Both
the officials and the tribal
leader spoke on condition
of anonymity out of fear of
reprisal.

The al-Qaida in the
Arabian Peninsula group,
or AQAP, is seen as one of
the more  dangerous
branches of the terror net-
work. Last month, suspect-
ed AQAP militants clashed
with forces of the seces-
sionist council in the
province of Shabwa. At
least two troops and one

militant ~ were  killed.
AQAP is active in several
regions in Yemen, exploit-
ing the country's yearslong
conflict to cement its pres-
ence in the improvised
nation. Yemen's ruinous
civil war began in 2014
when the Iran-backed
Houthi rebels seized the
capital of Sanaa and much
of northern Yemen and
forced the government into
exile. A Saudi-led coalition
including the UAE inter-
vened the next year to try
to restore the international-
ly recognized government
to power.
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National

interest, leaders’

legacy, and
petrol bombs

INANCE Minister Ishaq Dar on Tuesday
Fannounced a massive Rs 19 per litre
increase in the price of petrol and diesel,
which he said was done in line with the
International Monetary Fund's (IMF)
demands. According to Dar, the government
desired to reduce the oil prices but was com-
pelled to jack up the dearly needed commodity
because of its commitments with the IMF on
the petroleum development levy. Interestingly,
Dar lamented the previous PTI government
who played blunder by breaching its commit-
ments with the IMF and lowering the petrol
price minimum. Meanwhile, the finance minis-
ter did not forget to mention that the price of
high-speed diesel had moved up significantly in
the international market, resulting in the gov-
ernment's decision to hike local rates, that is
inter alia a quote to satisfy the enraged masses.
Amid a high level of economic turmoil, the
coalition government has dropped another bomb-
shell on the public in the name of national interest
adding to their already miserable economic condi-
tions. The IMF has imposed stringent conditions
to ensure that the $3 billion Standby Agreement
continues smoothly, while raising the petroleum
levy to Rs 60 per litre was one of the requirements
of the agreement of the global lender, that has
been slapped by the ruling elite without any
remorse and hesitation. Meanwhile, the oil and
Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) has
announced a 17.5 pc increase in the producer
price of liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), as well
as a 13.5 pc raise in the LPG consumer sale price
for August that resulted an upsurge in the LPG
price by Rs 281.5 per domestic cylinder of 11.8
kg. The current increase in the prices of LPG and
petroleum products would surely hit a new wave
of inflation in the country.

Pakistan was hit by a persistent political
upheaval and economic frailty over the past one
and half years and still passes through a crucial
period in its history. The years long financial mis-
management, grave repercussions of COVID-19,
global energy crises and past year's record super
floods coupled with unceasing political anarchy
practically nose downed the South Asian econo-
my. The global slowdown in energy prices pro-
vided significant relief in the headline inflation
for the second straight month to 28.3 percent in
the current month, 29.4% in June as compared to
around 38 percent in the previous months since
January 2023. However, the recent increase in the
prices of energy products is likely to reverse the
improvement and a new Tsunami of price hikes is
to ruin all previous economic relief to the public
and political gains of the ruling coalition govern-
ment.

Historically, Pakistan passed through a crucial
period and Pakistanis felt the brunt of economic
turmoil that prevailed in the country over the past
year. The rupee plunged a record low against dol-
lar and other regional competitors, food prices
jumped by over 40%, transport fares increased by
20 percent, while rapid shutdown of industry and
massive unemployment projected the poverty
level to 37.2 % in the current year. The ruling
coalition government has hardly averted the eco-
nomic collapse through striking $3 billion Stand
by arrangement with the IMF and persistent eco-
nomic cooperation from friendly nations includ-
ing Saudi Arabia, the UAE, China and others. The
IMF handed over a long list of demands/ econom-
ic reforms to the government and increase in
petroleum levy, extension in tax network and
reduction in non development expenses were the
important elements of that agenda that is essential
for economic revival but has a heavy price for the
public, businesses and society.

Ironically, after the national exchequer filled
with the begged money including foreign loans,
remittances and monetary deposits by the friendly
nations, the government disbursed billions of
rupees in the name of development funds, while
the Prime Minister and his aides started their elec-
tion campaign by distributing free laptops, reno-
vation of holy shrines and construction of roads
and streets in their respective constituencies
ahead of crucial election in the country. The rulers
had always demanded sacrifice from the public
and poor masses paid a heavy prices of the mis-
taken policies and bad choices of their rulers
throughout in history. The incumbent PML-N led
government planned to install Senator Ishaq Dar
as the Prime Minister in the next caretaker setup
to continue its so-called pro public policies during
that time and ultimately pave the way for the next
whole term in power.

A strange cycle of recurrent economic slow-
down, energy shortages, low foreign reserves and
the need for a bailout package has been a period-
ic episode throughout in our national life. Each
time, leaders demanded sacrifice from the masses
to overcome economic weakness and vowed to
throw away the begging bowl but compromised
their ego for political reasons and did not imple-
ment national agenda in true spirit that shaped
into an insoluble puzzle for the nation. In fact, our
nation could not get out of this magical cycle until
and unless Pakistani leaders resist politics of
development projects, legacy of subsidies and
fake nationalism.

FPukh TooNs@agmal com

Descent into illiberalism threatens
Libya’s post-conflict prospects

Hafed Al-Ghwell

turmoil and uncer-

tainty, Libya finds
itself precariously bal-
anced between a fragile
peace and looming chaos.
Forgotten by internation-
al headlines and living in
a murky world of
hybrids, precarious
arrangements and shaky
compromises, Libya's
obscure calm barely holds
on. It is eerily reminiscent
of Afghanistan prior to
the Taliban's takeover,
signaling Libya's poten-
tial plunge into a similar
quagmire. For now, a
three-year-old ceasefire
still holds, albeit barely,
buoyed by oil revenues
that have continuously
diffracted tensions - or
exacerbated them.

Today, only a transac-
tional frenzy glues together
the tattered fragments of
once-grand aspirations to
establish the first ever legit-
imate, publicly endorsed
constitutional, governance
and institutional frame-
works for a post-Qaddafi
Libya. However, with rival
powers within and beyond
vying to adjust Libya's tra-
jectory toward a stable, uni-
fied state, the North African
country risks becoming the
next Afghanistan. Yet, a
strange tolerance for this
troublesome dynamic pre-
vails, especially from an
international community
that continuously assesses
the status quo as eminently
favorable to Libya's past
convulsions.

Nonetheless, there is a
growing cost to this "prag-
matism," which is more a
lack of courage and initia-
tive than a deliberate, well-
thought-out and actionable
policy choice. Of particular
note is a deeply concerning
erosion of civil liberties,
which paints a grim picture
for Libya's already troubled
transition to a semblance of
a democratic state. Beyond
the self-interested transac-
tionalism at the heart of
Libya's current maladies, a
stubborn power vacuum
remains, fueled by deep-
seated tribal divisions, two
warring politico-military
entities and the presence of
numerous armed factions.
Recent attempts to bridge
the divide have been ham-
strung by persistent politi-
cal tensions in the country,
to the detriment of hard-
fought civil liberties - a cor-
nerstone of any true democ-
racy. Human rights abuses
are notably prevalent, while
freedom of speech and the
right to peaceful assembly
remain under constant

IN a world roiling with

threat. Forces loyal to both
sides of Libya's political
divide continue to target
outspoken civilians, jour-
nalists and activists, reflect-
ing an unwelcome descent
into illiberalism.

Lately, a tide of religious
extremism has also come to
the fore, further cementing
the parallels to
Afghanistan. The changing
tenor of the rivalries among
Libya's elites, from lethal
confrontations to a heated
competition for influence,
has opened the door to
extremist ideologues seek-
ing to exert their own pres-
ence in a country adrift. As
a result, a wave of oppres-
sive Islamization is now
systematically targeting the
"new undesirables," i.e.,
atheists, secularists, foreign
language teachers, ethnic
minorities, women and
even civil society activists.

state is cracking down on
any spaces that host dis-
senting voices or atheist
views deemed hostile to the
Islamization of Libyan
institutions, including those
responsible for educating
its youths. These escala-
tions are similar to what
happened in Afghanistan in
the 1990s, when a ruling
political class was happy to
facilitate exclusion and
suppression, so long as it
helped consolidate power,
divert attention from its
shortcomings and conceal
its intent to undermine a
nascent democratic state.
An additional exacerbating
factor is the global commu-
nity's penchant for a divide-
and-rule approach that
unwittingly fans the flames
of instability despite pro-
nounced intentions to do
the exact opposite. A state
of impunity also prevails

Unaccountable and seemingly unas-
sailable political elites now openly col-

lude with unchecked extremist forces
to introduce public policies, such as a
fatwa barring women from traveling
without chaperones. This tide of illib-
eralism is also evident beyond the pub-
lic square. Online, the state is cracking
down on any spaces that host dissent-
ing voices or atheist views deemed hos-
tile to the Islamization of Libyan insti-
tutions, including those responsible

for educating its youths.
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Public funding continues to
flow freely to controversial
Islamist-influenced institu-
tions in Benghazi and
Tripoli, which arguably
makes the crackdowns and
the deterioration of Libya's
socio-religious landscape a
state-sponsored endeavor.
An uncanny alliance has

also emerged between
Prime Minister Abdul
Hamid Dbeibeh and

extremist religious leader
Sadiq Al-Ghariani, afford-
ing what were once periph-
eral groups some political
clout and ultimately nor-
malizing the pivot toward
exclusionary  Islamism.
Unaccountable and seem-
ingly unassailable political
elites now openly collude
with unchecked extremist
forces to introduce public
policies, such as a fatwa
barring women from travel-
ing without chaperones.
This tide of illiberalism
is also evident beyond the
public square. Online, the

and influential external
actors have so far proven
unable to effectively inter-
vene or exert pressure
toward safeguarding civil
liberties, which are always
the first casualty of post-
conflict state rebuilding
that has gone awry. This
plight does not bode well
for a nation in the throes of
a fragile transition. Besides,
a democratic state, as envi-
sioned by Libyans them-
selves and the global com-
munity, is hardly viable
within this current context.
Libya requires not just
comprehensive  reforms,
but also a renewed empha-
sis on establishing the rule
of law and preserving civil
liberties in order to democ-
ratize effectively.

The global community
should aim to support these
measures while pressuring
the involved parties to com-
mit to a just and peaceful
transition process, in which
the preservation of civil lib-

erties must be nonnego-
tiable. Such an intervention
can focus on three pillars:
unyielding support for civil
society, fostering inclusive
dialogue, and committed
support to helping Libyans
realize their democratic
aspirations. This long-held
dream remains within
reach, but only if the inter-
national community
engages in Libya assertive-
ly and judiciously, striving
for the principles of democ-
racy, citizenship and digni-
ty. First, the international
community must bolster
civil society's capacity to
tackle the multitude of
pressing issues besieging
Libya. By directly support-
ing capacity-building,
financial assistance and
advocacy training, interna-
tional actors can augment
civil society's resilience and
allow it to participate effec-
tively in peacebuilding and
democratization. Second,
given Libya's splintered
landscape, there is still a
need to continuously facili-
tate dialogue with various
factions and in multiple
forums. Encouraging that
level of communication and
the setting of expectations
between civil society, polit-
ical rivals and various eth-
nic or other regional groups
forges a shared vision for
the nation's future, ensuring
a sustainable peace. It
demands impartial and con-
sistent mediation efforts,
under UN auspices as well
as those of key regional
stakeholders.

Finally, inclusive politi-
cal processes remain cru-
cial to Libya's democratic
evolution. The global com-
munity must ensure the
country's political future
encompasses as many
diverse voices as possible.
In turn, this will help count-
er the growing marginaliza-
tion of ethnic minorities
and advocate for the gen-
uine representation and par-
ticipation of women and
youth in politics. The wors-
ening sociopolitical and
socio-religious dynamic in
Libya should serve as a
reminder of the complexity
and stakes involved in post-
conflict nation-building.
For Libya to rise above its
current challenges and
evolve into a stable, unified
democratic state, the inter-
national community and
Libyans themselves need to
insist on the upholding of
civil liberties, solidify a
shared national identity that
supersedes tribal lines and
advocate unrelentingly for
the end of the ruinous polit-
ical divide.

US allies
apprehensive as
2024 presidential
election race hots up

Andrew Hammond

was not just US

Democrats who
breathed a big sigh of
relief at then-President
Donald Trump's election
loss. Many US allies
around the world were
also hugely relieved by the
outcome, hoping that
Trump's political career
had come to an end. Fast
forward almost three
years, however, and
Trump's 2024 campaign
appears strong. Indeed, it
even appears to be
increasing in momentum
as he faces mounting legal
peril, including from a
new round of indictments
last week.

Little wonder that key
American  allies  from
Europe to the Asia-Pacific
are increasingly concerned
Trump could again be elect-
ed president, not least given
the game-changing geopo-
litical impact this could
have. While most elected
officials are unwilling to
comment publicly on their
fear, others who will never
face the ballot box again
have spoken out. For exam-
ple, former UK Prime
Minister Tony Blair has
called the possibility of
Trump winning the presi-
dency again a "disaster,"
given the changed interna-
tional relations of recent
years, especially following
Russia's  invasion  of
Ukraine. To be sure, it is by
no means certain that
Trump will win the 2024
election. However, such a
ballot may be much closer
than many anticipate and
some commentators,
including this writer, have
asserted since 2020 that the
ex-president is highly likely
to become the Republican
standard-bearer. If Trump
does become the nominee,
as looks increasingly likely,
there remains a significant,
albeit chilling, possibility
he will become only the
second person in US history
elected to the White House
in nonconsecutive terms.
The first was Grover
Cleveland, who won in
1884 and 1892.

For all the wrong rea-
sons, Trump is a precedent-
shattering politician and his
chances of becoming the
Republican nominee only
appear to be increasing with
the number of lawsuits and
indictments filed against
him. This reflects the nature
of his voter base, who, for a
range of reasons, believe
their candidate is the victim
of wide-ranging "deep
state" conspiracy theories.
While Trump is now 77, he
is about three years younger
than incumbent President
Joe Biden. So, there are no
personal or political blocks
that would prevent him run-
ning again as long as his
health holds up and follow-
ing his impeachment
acquittal in the US Senate.
There is also currently no
legal barrier to him holding
future office. Moreover, in
refusing to concede the
2020 ballot outcome, the
billionaire businessman's
game plan for winning
power again may well be to
try to emulate the approach
of Andrew Jackson, a presi-
dent many have compared
him to. In 1824, Jackson
came close to winning the
presidency, as he won the
most electoral votes but not
enough for the necessary
majority in a field of four
candidates. In what Johnson
later termed the "corrupt
bargain," the House of
Representatives  elected
John Quincy Adams as

IN November 2020, it

president, despite Jackson's
Electoral College advan-
tage. Jackson went on to
win the presidency in both
1828 and 1832. While the
circumstances of his loss to
Biden are different to those
of Jackson in 1824, Trump
has sought to nurture a sim-
ilar sense of grievance over
his defeat. And this is
despite the overwhelming
evidence that points to
Biden's clear 2020 Electoral
College win.

Despite Trump's many
controversies, he will be a
formidable contender in
2024 should he win the
Republican  nomination.
The appeal of "Trumpism"
remains strong among key
US groups, as has been evi-
denced by recent polls.
Trump also has significant
advantages over those who
are his rivals in seeking the
Republican  nomination.
While the outcome of the
party's 2024 race is still too
far away for us to be certain
about any predictions, his-
tory indicates there are pat-
terns to previous primary
contests that point to poten-
tial success for Trump.

The past few decades of
US political history suggest
the victors in nomination
contests for both major par-
ties frequently lead national
polls of party identifiers on
the eve of the first presiden-
tial nomination ballot in
Iowa and/or raise more
campaign finance than any
other candidate in the 12
months prior to election
year. On both these counts,
Trump is leading the other
Republican  candidates,
including Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis, South Carolina
Sen. Tim Scott, former UN
Ambassador Nikki Haley,
former Vice President Mike
Pence and entrepreneur
Vivek Ramaswamy. From
1980 to 2020, the eventual
nominee in about half the
Democratic and Republican
nomination races contested
(that is, in which there was
more than one candidate)
was the early front-runner
by both of these measures,
as Trump is now for the
Republicans. Moreover, in
at least five partial excep-
tions to this pattern, the
eventual presidential nomi-
nee led the rest of the field
on one of the two measures,
including Biden in 2020
and Trump in 2016.

With Trump, the proba-
ble Republican nominee for
a third successive election,
the one factor that still gives
certain US allies some com-
fort is that it is far from cer-
tain he would win back the
presidency for at least two
reasons. Firstly, while the
reelection campaign of
Biden  (presuming he
becomes the Democratic
presidential nominee) has
key vulnerabilities, he may
ultimately become a moder-
ate favorite to win a second
term in 2024. This would be
especially likely if the US
economy avoids recession
and enters a new period of
faster, more equitable
growth. The second key
factor influencing Trump's
prospects of winning the
presidential election will be
how much, and how quick-
ly, the Republican Party can
unite around him given the
debate between moderate
and centrist Republicans -
many of whom are appalled
by the ex-president's behav-
ior - and Trump's supporters
over the party's future direc-
tion. A rancorous, divisive
Republican ~ nomination
contest, even if Trump ulti-
mately prevails, may only
benefit Biden.
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Putin is finally losing his psychological grip

Owen Matthews

LADIMIR Putin's

‘/ psychological grip
on Russia has last-

ed a generation. His
image as an all-powerful

strongman has survived

repeated economic
crises, mass protests,
sanctions, military

defeats and, most recent-
ly, a major army mutiny.
But can his popularity
survive increasingly fre-
quent Ukrainian drone
strikes on the heart of
Moscow?

First, it is worth remem-
bering that Putin's rise to
power in 1999 was inextri-
cably linked to his role as
a defender of Russia
against attack. A series of
gigantic bombs placed in
apartment buildings in
Moscow and other
Russian cities killed over
300 innocent people as
they slept, sowing terror.
Putin had just been pro-
moted from heading
Russia's Federal Security
Service (FSB) to prime
minister. In contrast to the

ailing and addled Boris
Yeltsin, the young, tough
new premier promised to
"rub the terrorists out in
the sh----- ". Putin blamed
Chechens for the attacks,
though some suggest that
the bombings were actual-
ly carried out by the FSB.
An invasion of Chechnya
quickly followed and
Putin's image as Russia's
saviour and protector was
born.

Now, 24 years on, pro-
Ukrainian partisans regu-
larly breach Russia's bor-
der and Ukrainian drone
and rocket strikes inside
Russia are becoming an
almost daily occurrence.
Recent Ukrainian targets
have included the elite
dacha lands of suburban
Moscow and the skyscrap-
ers of Moscow's financial
district. Suddenly, Putin's
narrative of being his peo-
ple's  protector looks
shaky. It would be magical
thinking to imagine that
these drone strikes will be
enough on their own to

bring Putin's authority
among ordinary Russians
suddenly crashing down.
Kremlin  propagandists
have been telling Russians
for years that their country
is at war with Nato. In that
sense, attacks on Moscow
may also strengthen the
Kremlin narrative that
Putin's delusional invasion
of Ukraine was in fact a
pre-emptive defensive war
against Russia's mortal
enemies. Yet there is a real
danger to Putin from a dif-
ferent direction - not the
people, but his own elites.
For two decades the
"power vertical" that Putin
created rested on a simple
principle: cronies would
be allowed to get rich and
plunder the country in
exchange for complete
loyalty.

Putin's role was to act
as an arbiter for the gang-
land-style quarrels among
his subordinates, while
ensuring that ordinary

Russians received a steady
diet of feel-good propa-
ganda that mixed Soviet
nostalgia with an aggres-
sive imperialistic message
that the country was sur-
rounded by jealous ene-
mies.

The Ukraine war is
shattering that arrange-
ment. It has become an
expensive quagmire. Not
one of Putin's stated goals
has been achieved and
many of them - such as
putting an end to Nato
expansion and demilitaris-
ing Ukraine - have pro-
duced the opposite out-
come.

And more crucially
from the selfish viewpoint
of Russia's elites, war has
been terrible for business.
Putin himself and the tiny
circle of senior power bro-
kers who surround him
may be delusional and
fatally badly informed.
But the wider elite of gen-
erals, bureaucrats and

businessmen who control
Russia's government,
economy and media are
not fools. Leaked phone
intercepts and off-the
record conversations with
well-connected Russian
journalists reveal a frag-
mentary but consistent
picture of an elite that is in
equal parts appalled by the
war and helpless to do
anything to stop it. Putin
himself has lost his aura of
invincibility and infallibil-
ity.

The Wagner mutiny
revealed a Kremlin paral-
ysed with indecision.
Having promised to crush
the mutineers as traitors,
Putin then failed to punish
Prigozhin or his men. Only
one of the "ultra-patriots"
who have steadily blasted
him for his failure to
defeat Kyiv - the outspo-
ken Strelkov - has been
arrested. Increasingly bold
Ukrainian strikes on the
capital have eroded Putin's
credibility among the
elites still further.

Predicting the future of
Russian politics is a risky
business. But one thing is
clear - Putin and his prop-
aganda machine can only
command the loyalty of
ordinary Russians as long
as he can avoid the three
key  jeopardies that
brought down the USSR:
the emergence of serious
challengers to his rule,
economic crisis, and the
discreditation  of  his
regime through military or
government collapse.
Today, with every drone
that hits Moscow, more
and more of Russia's
power brokers will be
looking towards a post-
Putin future where they
can walk away from and
forget his disastrous war
and its consequences. And
once those elites anoint a
successor - perhaps even
with the Kremlin's reluc-
tant blessing - the spell
Putin has woven over his
people will vanish quickly
and completely.
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The futile search for
Palestinian reconciliation

Osama Al-Sharif

INCE the biggest
SPalestinian rift in modern

times took place in 2007,
when Hamas fighters expelled
the Palestinian Authority from
Gaza and defeated Fatah loyal-
ists in a bloody coup, there have
been many attempts at restoring
national unity and what the
mainstream now calls
""Palestinian  reconciliation."
But for the generation of
Palestinians born after that cat-
astrophic event, Palestinian rec-
onciliation rings hollow. The bit-
ter truth is that, after more than
16 years of political split
between Gaza and the West
Bank, achieving national unity
has become an issue almost as
central, and as elusive, as end-
ing the Israeli occupation.

Unlike his predecessor Yasser
Arafat, Mahmoud Abbas, who
was elected as president of the PA
in 2005 in addition to the
Palestine Liberation Organization
- the latter being the political
umbrella for the most active and
influential Palestinian factions -
was never a popular or charismat-
ic leader. His career has been
described as clerical rather than
him being a fighter in the trench-
es. He takes credit for negotiating
the Oslo Accords of 1993 and ide-
ologically, or so it seems, he has
committed himself to their out-
comes despite the fundamental
and acute shifts in the inclinations
of the Israeli body politic since the
year 2000 and even before.

Fatah, the oldest and most pop-
ular Palestinian faction, has never
been able to recognize Hamas and
the other Islamist militant groups,
with their extremist agendas, as
equals or even as players on the
evolving Palestinian political tap-
estry. While a politically oppor-
tunistic Arafat opted to cajole the
budding Gaza-based movement of

Hamas, especially after the First
Intifada of 1988, Abbas disagreed
with its objectives and goals. He
flatly rejected their militant
approach, describing the primitive
missiles they then fired at south-
ern Israel as "absurd" or "futile."
Then came the split in Gaza after
the collapse of the elected govern-
ment of Hamas' Ismail Haniyeh in
2007. The loss of Gaza was an
especially painful blow to the PA,
which presented itself as the legit-
imate  government of the
Palestinians in the Occupied
Territories, negotiating a two-state
solution and the creation of an
independent Palestinian state as
per Oslo.

Hamas, and later Islamic Jihad,
opted for a more radical position
than that taken by the PLO and its
institutions, which was a negotiat-
ed peaceful settlement. They
adopted armed struggle as a way
to liberate Palestine. Their influ-
ence would have been limited if
not for four factors: The failure of
all  attempts at  restoring
Palestinian national unity; the
paralysis of peace talks between
the Israelis and the PA; the rise of
an intransigent Israeli far right
that openly declared its rejection
of the two-state solution and its
intention to annex most of the
West Bank; and the changing
regional geopolitical landscape,
which allowed Iran to infiltrate
these movements under the guise
of confronting Israel and standing
in solidarity with the Palestinians.
All this was happening while suc-
cessive Israeli governments car-
ried out a number of military oper-
ations against the blockaded Gaza
Strip, with the failed aim of crush-
ing the Islamist resistance. While
Abbas and his PA stood still as
Israel expanded the illegal settle-

ments in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem and as the international
community paid lip service to
condemning the Israeli actions,
the popularity of Hamas and
Islamic Jihad soared.

Since the 2007 rift, there have
been a number of attempts to
restore national unity. From the
Makkah agreement of 2007 all the
way to the most recent reconcilia-
tion attempt in Algeria in October
2022, all efforts to form a national
unity government, end Hamas'
control of Gaza and hold national
elections across the Palestinian
territories have been met with fail-
ure. The latest initiative, launched
by President Abbas, to hold a
meeting of the leaders of the
Palestinian factions in Egypt,
which took place on Sunday, was
equally unsuccessful. While
Hamas attended, Islamic Jihad
boycotted the meeting, calling on
Abbas to release the "resistance
fighters" who had been rounded
up by the PA following Israel's
bloody Jenin incursion last month.
The meeting at El-Alamein failed
to agree on a joint statement. The
rift has widened, with Abbas call-
ing for peaceful resistance to the
Israeli occupation and a commit-
ment to international law, while
Hamas and others urged him to
call an end to the Oslo process and
agree on all forms of resistance
available to the Palestinians to rid
themselves of the Israeli occupa-
tion. There was a symbolic, but
empty, gesture of agreeing on the
need to revive the PLO and to take
a united stand.

Abbas, at 87, and the finan-
cially troubled PA are running
out of options. The Israeli gov-
ernment has turned its back on
Oslo and is bulldozing its way
into Palestinians lands. It could

soon impose Israeli law on more
than 60 percent of West Bank ter-
ritory - a de facto annexation.
The Biden administration will
not risk a confrontation with
Israel over Abbas and the PA
ahead of an election year. Hamas
and Islamic Jihad appear
emboldened by the fact that
Abbas is weak and is looking for
ways to evade the ultimate ques-
tion of who will succeed him.
And while the heads of more
than 10 Palestinian factions were
meeting in Egypt on Sunday,
fighting broke out between Fatah
and "extremist groups" in the Ain
Al-Hilweh Palestinian refugee
camp in Lebanon. It was the
most serious inter-Palestinian
fighting in Lebanon in years.
This is a bad omen for what may
come soon. Lebanese Prime
Minister Najib Mikati described
the timing of the fighting as "sus-
picious." Palestinian reconcilia-
tion has become an empty rhetor-
ical statement. Hamas, which is
becoming unpopular in the
beleaguered Gaza Strip, will not
give up control. Abbas is reluc-
tant to allow the holding of elec-
tions because the militants may
win, as younger and more des-
perate Palestinians become more
skeptical about the prospect of a
peaceful settlement that will lib-
erate them. He has become
hostage to his obsolete ideologi-
cal beliefs, all while the PA has
become an instrument of normal-
izing Israeli occupation.

For now, a far-right Israel is
benefiting from Palestinian divi-
sions. But Abbas will not last for-
ever and Fatah, his political base,
is crumbling under his feet. A new
generation of Palestinian leader-
ship is likely to emerge. And as
Israel ups the ante, the Palestinian
response will surely come.

Arab News

HEN Hassan Nasrallah,
head of the Lebanese
Shiite movement

Hezbollah, celebrates something
that is taking place in Israel,
warning lights should begin to
flash in every Israeli household.
In response to the Israeli parlia-
ment's ratification of an antide-
mocratic bill last week, the
leader of the Iranian-sponsored
movement said in a televised
speech: ""Today, in particular, is
the worst day in the history of
(Israel), as some of its people
say." He was speaking in refer-
ence to Israel's current political
crisis and he expressed his hope
that ''this is what puts it on the
path of collapse, fragmentation
and disappearance.'

Whereas such wishful thinking
has been central to Hezbollah's ide-
ology since its inception, Nasrallah
might also erroneously believe that
he could give his nemesis in the
south a helping hand on its route to
self-destruction - an intervention
that could have horrendous conse-
quences. Such barbs and wishes for
each other's demise are not new,
but on this occasion they coincide
with tensions along the border and
a fragility among both the Israeli
and Lebanese political systems.
This makes a tense situation even
more susceptible to an outbreak of
hostilities, whether intentional or
inadvertent. This month marks 17
years since the last large-scale con-
flict between Israel and Hezbollah,
which was prompted by the latter's
provocation on the border, when it
killed and kidnapped Israeli sol-
diers, resulting in 34 days of war in
which both sides suffered severe
losses. Since 2006, the levels of
mutual suspicion and vitriolic lan-
guage between the two protago-
nists have increased exponentially,
their respective political systems

Hezbollah’s Catch-22
situation over conflict with Israel

Yossi Mekelberg

and societies have become even
more unstable, and their devastat-
ing military capabilities have
expanded. In the case of
Hezbollah, it enjoys a constant
stream of advanced weapons and
ammunition from Iran. However,
in Israel, these worrying develop-
ments along its northern border
have been pushed down the gov-
ernment's list of priorities as a con-
sequence of the current constitu-
tional crisis, despite the increasing
threat of military clashes with
Hezbollah.

The most recent tensions stem
from moves by both Israel and
Hezbollah along and close to the
border, which began more than a
year ago. Israel is building a wall
along certain sections of the border
to replace the old fence, with the
aim of creating a barrier that will
prevent future incursions by
Hezbollah. In the past, the organi-
zation has tunneled into Israel.
According to Israeli security offi-
cials, the aim was then, and
remains, for the organization's
Radwan force, estimated to have
8,000 fighters at its disposal, to
cross the border and capture Israeli
military posts, take over major
road junctions in the north of the
country and to attack villages and
take civilians and soldiers hostage.
Israel cannot afford for Hezbollah
to gain such a morale-boosting
psychological victory, while it
would also become vulnerable to a
hostage situation. Border disputes
between Israel and Lebanon are not
new, but the building of a wall rep-
resents a more permanent state-
ment of where Israel believes - or
would like to believe - the border
runs, a position that Hezbollah and
the Lebanese government are chal-
lenging. The lack of direct commu-

nication between the two sides, the
unilateral nature of the steps they
take and the general distrust
between them are exaggerating
every disagreement disproportion-
ately to the act itself and leading to
increasing tensions. The recent dis-
pute concerning the village of
Ghajar is a case in point. It is a
small Alawite village in the Golan
Heights, home to about 2,700 peo-
ple, which has been occupied by
Israel since 1967. Since 2001, the
village has been a closed military
zone that visitors require special
permission from the municipal
council and the Israeli army to
enter. However, last September,
and with no prior notice, Israel
erected a fence around the northern
part of Ghajar, keeping all its hous-
es inside Israeli territory despite
the dispute over the location of the
border in the area.

Keeping all the village's houses
within Israeli-controlled territory,
regardless of the border dispute
between the two countries - which
are still officially at war with each
other - gave Hezbollah the perfect
pretext for a calculated escalation
in the area. It is keeping Israel
guessing about its intentions and
its next moves, and it mainly pres-
ents itself as the only force in
Lebanese politics that is standing
up to its southern neighbor, even
though it is violating the UN
Security Council resolution that
brought an end to the war in 2006
by erecting surveillance posts
along the border, which are
manned by its elite Radwan force.
Moreover, back in May, to Israel's
irritation, about 200 Hezbollah
fighters carried out military exer-
cises with live ammunition and
drones just 12 miles from the bor-
der, while senior members of the

organization warned Israel that, in
case of war, "we will rain down our
precision missiles and all the
weapons at our disposal.” Between
this aggressive rhetoric and both
sides' actions on the ground, Israel
and Hezbollah are edging closer to
a military confrontation. Hezbollah
would prefer a very limited con-
frontation in which it can make
some gains, but Israel has no inter-
est in such a scenario and has no
wish to let its enemy gain any sem-
blance of achievement. In terms of
intentions and capability,
Hezbollah is becoming Israel's
immediate arch-enemy - a situation
made worse by its ties with Tehran
and the latter's encouragement. All
the signs are that Nasrallah and his
movement believe that the domes-
tic crisis in Israel is an opportune
moment to poke their militarily
stronger neighbor, but to do so
without provoking it to use its
superior military capabilities to hit
Lebanon with full force.

For now, both sides, with the
help of behind-the-scenes US
mediation, are managing to avoid
dragging each other into a wider
military clash. Israel has learned
lessons from both 1982 and 2006
and is concerned with fortifying its
border and preventing Hezbollah
from acquiring the weapons that
could alter the balance of power
between the two. For Hezbollah,
Israel is more a tool to maintain its
political position inside Lebanon
and to remain useful for Tehran in
its confrontation with Tel Aviv. But
by pursuing these ends, it has
become a dangerous burden for
Lebanese politics and society. It is
a Catch-22 situation for Hezbollah:
To remain relevant, it needs to
maintain its conflict with Israel,
but if it goes too far, it will bring
about a disaster for Lebanon and
possibly its own demise.

China paranoia
On campus

HE resignation of a

I senior faculty mem-

ber from a major
university is usually a fair-
ly commonplace event, but
we are living in very
unique times. I made the
decision to resign my fac-
ulty appointment at the
University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill
because I felt there existed
an unbridgeable philo-
sophical gap between the
university's academic
leadership and myself
regarding engagement
with China.

As anyone reading the
daily news knows, over the
last 3-4 years in particular,
US-China ties have been in
a downward spiral. Political
relations are the worst they
have been in many decades.
Tensions in the political
sphere have spilled over into
the realm of S&T collabora-
tion and education
exchanges. Many American
universities are filled will
great anxiety about whether
they should maintain on-
going cooperative relation-
ships with China because
key segments of the
Congress and White House
are embarked on a course to
delink and "de-risk" our ties
with China. Academic free-
dom is being put at risk as
universities make it diffi-
cult, if not impossible, for
their faculty, students and
administrators to engage in
existing programs post-
COVID, let alone embark
on new programs.

There is a sustained fear
in the air on many US uni-
versity campuses that feder-
al funds will be cut if a cam-
pus is seen as being too
close to China-even if those
links do not present any
direct national security
threat. Campus leaders,
especially in public univer-
sities like UNC, feel huge
pressure to follow State
Department guidance to
refrain from travel to China
because of fears that those
trying to leave that country
might have their departures
blocked for an assortment of
political reasons. In my
case, as I have done since
the early 1980s, I willingly
agreed to receive a three
person delegation from the
PRC Embassy in
Washington DC to hold
informal, off the record dis-
cussions about the state of
US-China relations. The
meeting was intended to be
low profile and not for pub-
lic consumption. At a time
when great mistrust exists
between our two countries,
it is more important than
ever for the two sides to
maintain active communica-
tions and dialogue.
Otherwise, the downward
spiral will get even worse
and the possibility of mend-
ing fences in the future will
become much more diffi-
cult. One does not have to
be a so-called "panda hug-
ger" to embrace the idea that
mutual understanding is

Denis Simon

enhanced through honest,
frank exchanges of opinion.
Because of my actions in
accepting this delegation, I
had my hand slapped by the
university provost and told
to desist from accepting
such requests without secur-
ing formal permission from
the UNC academic leader-
ship.

None of the officials
from the PRC Embassy
were seeking out sensitive
scientific or technical infor-
mation; nor were they on a
mission to gather protected
information about activities
at the university. They mere-
ly wanted to speak with fac-
ulty members who had pre-
viously engaged in coopera-
tion with Chinese counter-
parts. As many people may
know, the environment on
many American university
campuses regarding China
already has been poisoned
by the so-called China
Initiative, a program run
under the Department of
Justice and the FBI to weed
out alleged spies among the
US academic community.
The program was terminat-
ed because, among those
persons being prosecuted,
there was insufficient or no
evidence to move ahead
with the majority of the
cases; except in a few isolat-
ed instances, most of the
charges were dropped. The
program was also halted
because it was tainted by the
fact that the bulk of those
being accused were
Chinese-Americans. From
the way these cases were
developed, there were clear
racist overtones regarding
the identification of so-
called wrong-doers. After a
huge outcry from across
many universities and the
Asian American community
in the US, the DOJ was
forced to shut down the pro-
gram. Though the China
Initiative may no longer
exist, there are suggestions
unfortunately that parts of
the investigative aspects of
the original program remain
in place.

As an individual who has
spent four decades working
to build bridges of under-
standing and cooperation
between the US and China,
it is clear that the current
interventions into university
academic affairs represent a
fundamental threat to aca-
demic freedom. Even more
importantly, unlike in the
past when relations in the
sphere of education and
research  were  highly
unequal and asymmetrical,
the situation is 180 degrees
different today. While
China's rise may be viewed
as a so-called "existential
threat" to the US by many in
the world of the Beltway,
the fact is that China's
enhanced capabilities in sci-
ence, technology and educa-
tion represent an exciting
opportunity for real mutual
benefit from enhanced inter-

actions and cooperation.
The simple fact is that there
is no major global challenge
out there-climate change,
clean energy, global pan-
demics, cancer, food securi-
ty, etc.-whose meaningful
solution does not depend on
close US-China collabora-
tion. By cutting off engage-
ment with China, American
academics are in danger of
losing access to the world's
number two economy and
the second largest spender
on R&D across the globe.
Moreover, by creating dis-
tance between our two
countries, we also are put-
ting at risk the future of our
talent pipeline, which is
severely in need of high end
talent from China to join our
graduate programs and
eventually secure employ-
ment in those fields where
the US hopes to maintain a
strategic competitive advan-
tage. Our companies, as
well as our universities,
need talent from China to
make sure we can carry out
research in those fields that
define the cutting edge
today and in the future.

Simply stated, I believe
that the restrictive policies
being followed by many US
universities such as UNC
are wrongly oriented and
will prove detrimental to the
long term interests of the
United States. No one is
saying that the bilateral rela-
tionship is not without its
problems. Serious issues
remain regarding the protec-
tion of intellectual property,
the treatment and protection
of data, and the use of
knowledge into areas that go
beyond civil application. In
1978-79, when the US and
China signed the original
umbrella agreements to
facilitate cooperation in sci-
ence and technology as well
as education, most of the
issues that dominated the
current bilateral agenda
were not considered critical
with China so far behind the
US in most fields that no
one imagined China catch-
ing up to the US any time
soon. With the rapid devel-
opment of Chinese research
capabilities, improvements
in the performance of
China's innovation system
and the enhancement of
Chinese universities, we
clearly have entered a new
era.
The US needs China and
China needs the US. We
may not like the idea of
such intense interdepend-
ence, but the fact remains
that China's rise is a reality
that our country must learn
to deal with. I hope
American university leaders
will use my example as a
reason to take a step back
and consider the full conse-
quences of their behaviors;
it is time to take a unified
stand against the current
series of misinformed poli-
cies that are akin to watch-
ing us drive off a cliff even
as we see the edge right in
front of us.

The BRICS alternatives to the

HENEVER there is a
serious economic situa-
tion - such as the mis-

match between the price of gold
and the reality of the US econo-
my in the late 1960s, the two oil
crises of the 1970s, the various
financial problems throughout
the 1990s, the creation of the
euro in the early 2000s and the
2008 global financial crisis -
many expect the dollar to lose its
importance. Those expectations
have proved to be extrapolative.

It is true that there has been an
increase in the relative weight of
other currencies as a means of
trade, as well as part of foreign
exchange reserves for a number of
economies. But the US dollar
remains the predominant reference
in the international market: it still
accounts for about 85 percent of all
foreign exchange transactions, 61
percent of official foreign
exchange reserves (although down
from 77 percent in 1970), 40 per-
cent of international payments, and
half of all international securities
and cross-border loans issued by
non-US residents. The US dollar
being universally accepted pro-
vides liquidity to private transac-
tions, which many other currencies
do not do. No other monetary sys-
tem offers an equivalent number of
"investment grade" government
bonds as the United States'. And
potentially competing currencies
are handicapped by the absence of
adequate regulation in the financial

Renato Baumann

system of the country they repre-
sent. A broad global use of a domi-
nant funding currency has benefits,
as it generates economies of scale
and network effects, thus reducing
the costs of transferring capital and
risks around the financial system.
For foreign economies, this allows
borrowers to have access to a broad
pool of lenders and investors,
reducing funding and transaction
costs.

But it also stimulates a synchro-
nized behavior of actors in the
global financial system, increasing
the transmission mechanisms of
shocks stemming from the US
monetary policy and credit condi-
tions. This has led to frequent man-
ifestations with regard to the "exor-
bitant privilege" enjoyed by the US
economy, which can finance itself
using the domestic currency at a
cost lower than other economies,
which impose a burden on other
economies. Trade in US dollars
requires a double conversion from
the domestic currencies of two
countries other than the US into
dollars and back to the domestic
currencies. Why shouldn’t there be
other, more direct, ways to trade,
avoiding such costs?

This issue was resolved in
Europe by the creation of the euro.
But the European Union's is in a
very peculiar situation, because
despite two-thirds of the EU's trade
by the participating countries being

among themselves, it took several
decades and a number of experi-
ments to achieve a common cur-
rency. Yet not all EU countries use
the euro and often doubts are raised
about the survival of the euro.
Nevertheless, the discomfort with
the role of the US dollar remains,
which has been aggravated by the

recent sanctions imposed on
Russia: the weaponization of
access to foreign exchange

reserves in dollars. This has stimu-
lated the search for an alternative
global financial and payment sys-
tem. Any given group of countries
is expected to create mechanisms
to facilitate trade and investment
within the group as a means to
assure homogeneity and attractive-
ness. This holds true also for
BRICS. There is an increasing
demand within BRICS for other
mechanisms to facilitate and
reduce trade costs, including a
reduction in the use of the dollar to
settle trade deals. Also, the present
scenario is seen by some as an
opportunity for creating conditions
to broaden the use of other curren-
cies, as well as a stimulus for
building new, different payment
systems.

But it is unrealistic to talk about
a common BRICS currency now,
not least because the eurozone,
even with very unique characteris-
tics, including geographic proximi-
ty, faces frequent problems and the

US dollar

euro has not achieved the expected
importance in global markets. Yet
some progress can be achieved.
The alternative is to create a mech-
anism, such as periodic settle-
ments, so that bilateral trade can
take place and the actual disburse-
ment of hard currencies is required
to only pay for the amount corre-
sponding to the imbalance in bilat-
eral positions. So instead of talking
about a common BRICS currency,
efforts should be made to try and
design a mechanism that facilitates
bilateral trade and, at the same
time, substantially reduces the
demand for US dollars, therefore,
reducing trade costs.

As for an alternative currency to
the US dollar, this has been the
desire of some policymakers in
many countries and regions since
at least the 1960s. The problem is
that there does not seem to be any
natural candidate to fulfill all the
present functions of the dollar in
the short run. Expectations of eco-
nomic agents are a determining
element, and at present all the indi-
cators are suggestive of a still wide
acceptance of the US dollar.
Needless to say, the above argu-
ments refer to a world without dig-
ital currencies. From the moment
there is widespread adoption of
such currencies, a good deal of the
above arguments will require
strong qualification, and the rela-
tive weight of some currencies
might change. But that is some-
thing still to be seen.

Lai’s transit to be
disastrous for Taiwan

HE Joe Biden
administration
would do better to

take Beijing's advice and
prevent Taiwan's ruling
Democratic Progressive
Party leader Lai Cheng-te
from transiting through
the United States on his
way to Paraguay. Beijing
has already issued a sober
warning to Washington
that it regards granting a
Taiwan politician to tran-
sit through the US as a
dangerously provocative
behavior. = Washington
should respect and heed
that warning.

Unfortunately, US poli-
cymakers and almost all
Congress members are
obsessed with posturing
against both Russia and
China so they can present
themselves to the US public
as crusading knights for a
so-called democratic ideal
they conspicuously fail to
practice in their own coun-
try. In reality, some US
politicians are fanning the
flames of fear and hatred
toward China, Russia and
other countries that do not
bow to its diktats in order to
distract the US public from
the US domestic manifest
failures.

However, history is
clear: such bluster always
provokes a disastrous colli-
sion that cannot be avoided.
War ensues, with the des-
perate adventurers pulling
their countries down to
ruin. It has always been so.
But the fact that we now
live in a world full of
nuclear weapons raises the
risks to unimaginable new
levels. Wisdom and
restraint are called for. The
precepts of Confucius and
Sun Tzu cry out to be sensi-
bly applied in the US. But
so far, the US has been deaf

Martin Sieff

to reason. Instead, US lead-
ers, policymakers and
media  pundits remain
trapped in their empty, pos-
turing rhetoric about the
inevitability of a decades-
and even half century-long
"competition", or worse
conflict, with China. This
talk is now so common in
Washington's political cir-
cles and the discredited
mainstream US media that
it threatens to drown reality
and common sense in a
wave of jingoistic madness.
The US administration has
embarked on a drive to
destroy the almost 50-year-
understanding  between
Beijing and Washington
over the Taiwan question.
That understanding, so ben-
eficial for all the peoples of
the Asia-Pacific region, is
not being assaulted by
China. It is being relent-
lessly attacked and eroded
by the US and its acolytes
in Taiwan.

Lai's intended transit
through the US is a disas-
trous step in this reckless,
irresponsible and ultimate-
ly suicidal process. There is
no need for this to happen.
But US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, National
Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan and soon-to-be
acting deputy secretary of
state Victoria Nuland seem
to be pushing it through.
Lai Ching-te is abetting this
process without realizing
its dangerous consequences
for the Taiwan island. After
20 years of sustained ambi-
tion, Lai has risen through
the power structure of the
DPP and now wants to
become the next leader of
the island. And he is betting
on the support of "Big
Brother" US to put him

there, in return for being
the US' obedient pawn.
Lai, like so many other
ambitious, power-hungry
demagogues and power-
seekers before him, expects
the imagined superpower to
propel him to the top,
regardless of the dangers to
which he exposes Taiwan
residents as well as the
American people. Lai's
background and political
history are highly reveal-
ing. He did not study eco-
nomics, business, history or
politics in college. He is a
medical doctor, and spent
some years studying at
Harvard Medical School.
Back in Taiwan, he pro-
pelled himself to important
political positions for 20
years, and made his politi-
cal assumptions and loyalty
clear early, while showing
no aptitude for restraint or
wisdom whatsoever. Lai is

indeed existentially
American in an alarmingly
superficial ~ way.  The

restraint, caution, balance
and wisdom of Confucius
and the strategic genius of
Sun Tzu are both alien to
him. He sees the world as a
chess board where the US
and its acolytes are destined
to win under the banner of
democracy, regardless of
the more sordid realities
that really propel them. He
is alien to the philosophy of
playing go.

Such a man can only
give rise to crisis and con-
frontation, and ruin all
those who support him,
whether in Taiwan or the
US. That's why Beijing's
recent warning to
Washington to prevent Lai
from transiting through the
US was timely and wise.
US leaders would benefit
by heeding the warning.
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Bullish trend
continues at PSX

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Bullish trend continued at
the Pakistan Stock
Exchange on Wednesday as
the 100-index  gained
534.04 points, a positive
change of 1.11 percent,
closing at 48,764.55 points
against 48,230.51 points
the previous trading day.

A total of 556,141,485
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
556,930,694 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at Rs
19.989 billion against Rs
15.946 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 353 compa-

nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 194 of
them recorded gains and
128  sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
31 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were Cnergyico
PK with 92,895,571 shares
at Rs 3.75 per share; Bank
of Punjab with 46,991,000
shares at Rs.4.82 per share
and Pak Refinery with
31,345,365 shares at Rs
18.40 per share.

Nestle Pakistan wit-
nessed a maximum
increase of Rs 150.00 per
share price, closing at

Rs7,150.00 whereas the
runner-up was Sapphire
Tex with an Rs 39.88 rise
in its per share price to Rs
1,164.87.

Blessed Tex witnessed a
maximum decrease of Rs
27.74 per share closing at
Rs 342.24, followed by
Philip Morris Pak with Rs
12.50 decline to close at Rs
430.00.

Gold rates up by Rs
800 per tola

The per tola price of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs.800 and was sold at
Rs.223,000 on Wednesday
against its  sale at
Rs.222,200 on the previous

day, All Sindh Sarafa
Jewellers Association
reported.

The price of 10 grams of
24-karat gold also
increased by Rs686 to Rs
191,187 from Rs190,501
whereas the price of 10
gram 22 karat gold
increased to Rs175,254
from Rs.174,626.

The price of per tola and
ten-gram silver remained
unchanged at Rs2,800 and
Rs2,400.54 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
increased by $1 to $1,951
from $1,950, the associa-
tion reported.

PTCL Group introduces
6 months maternity and
30 days paternity leaves

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
largest telecommunication
and integrated ICT services
provider, PTCL Group
(PTCL & Ufone 4G) has
achieved a momentous
milestone in organizational
culture by introducing 6
months of Maternity and 30
days of Paternity leaves for
its employees.

The policy guidelines
provide ample time for new
mothers and fathers to bond
and care for their newborns
through availing fully paid
maternity and paternity
leaves, respectively. To
make it more flexible and
convenient, paternity
leaves can be availed on a
staggered basis during the
first year of childbirth.

The policy changes
reflect the ongoing cultural
transformation at PTCL
Group that aims to promote
employee well-being and
help its team members sup-
port a healthier work-life
balance.

PTCL Group is commit-
ted to transforming its poli-
cies and has introduced
multiple initiatives to foster
inclusion and support the
physical and mental health
and well-being of its
employees.

Commenting on policy
guidelines, Group Chief
People Officer, Shoaib
Baig said, “We’re thrilled
to introduce changes to our
Maternity and Paternity
policy guidelines, aligning
them with the leading
employers in Pakistan. Our

cultural transformation
journey, ‘#TayyarHo’
thrives beyond the work-
place, embracing every
aspect of life. Being an
inclusive organization, we
cater a range of ‘Family
Friendly’ policies, guide-
lines and benefits thought-
fully designed for our
employees which enable
them to give their best to
the organization while
managing other integral
priorities in life. This is a
testament to our commit-
ment to becoming an
employer of choice.”

The new Maternity and
Paternity Leaves under-
score PTCL Group’s dedi-
cation to creating a support-
ive work environment and
fostering a more resilient
workforce.

Poultry sector potential
to earn foreign exchange

FAISALABAD (APP): The
poultry sector has potential
to cater domestic needs of
protein in addition to earn-
ing  precious  foreign
exchange by exporting
poultry products under
brand names.

This was said by Senior
Vice President of
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) Dr Sajjad Arshad
while talking to a delega-

tion of the Pakistan Poultry
Association on Wednesday.

He said:” We must
develop the sector on scien-
tific lines by encouraging
composite units covering
hatchery, feed and pharma-
ceutical by arranging
investment through consor-
tiums”.

He said the FCCI would
make the best efforts to
facilitate farmers so that it
could be exported to the

potential markets to earn
precious foreign exchange.

He also mentioned the
upcoming event of interna-
tional poultry expo and said
that last year 1400-1500
farmers from Faisalabad
had participated in it but
this year their number must
jump to 3,000.

Abdul Hai, Dr Hanif
Nazir, Rana Salim Akhtar
and other members were
also present.

Murree Brewery holds

awareness S
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F.P. Report

RAWALPIDI: Murree
Brewery arranged an
awareness seminar (Smog
Rules 2023) in collabora-
tion with EPA Rawalpindi.

The Deputy Director,
EPA, Mrs. Maria Safir,
Research Officer, Amin
Baig, and Senior Inspector,

Romesa Babar, participated
in the seminar and
expressed their views.

Isfandyar =~ Bhandara,
CEO of Murree Brewery,
along  with  Fakhar-e-
Mehmood (General

Manager), Naveed Igbal
(Environmental Manager),
Khuram Bashir (Auditor
Quality Assurance), and
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Qasim Ali (Quality
Control) also participated
in the seminar. They high-
lighted the positive role of
Murree Brewery in pre-
venting smog.

At the end of the semi-
nar, a tree plantation was
organized at the wastewater
treatment plant of Murree
Brewery.

Tokyo stocks plunged
tracking W. Street losses

TOKYO (APP): Tokyo
stocks plunged Wednesday,
with the Nikkei suffering
its largest drop this year,
amid concerns over the
downgrading of US debt
and gain-locking moves.

Japan’s benchmark
Nikkei stock index, the
225-issue  Nikkei Stock
Average dropped 768.89
points, or 2.30 percent,
from Tuesday at 32,707.69,
after losing over 800 points
at one point.

The broader Topix
index, meanwhile, lost
35.60 points, or 1.52 per-
cent, to finish at 2,301.76.

Stocks opened the day

with losses, primarily
driven by prominent tech-
nology-related stocks,
which mirrored the drop
seen in US technology
shares during the previous
night.

Analysts here also point-
ed out that the market expe-
rienced selling pressure fol-
lowing a surge of over 700
points in the Nikkei earlier
in the week.

Market sentiment was
negatively affected after
credit ratings agency Fitch
on Tuesday downgraded
the US government’s credit
rating, marking the first
downgrade in 12 years.

Over concerns about the
“growing debt burden” and
“an erosion of gover-
nance,” Fitch, one of three
major independent agen-
cies that assess creditwor-
thiness, lowered the US
credit rating from the top-
notch AAA to AA+.

On the Prime market,
decliners were led by secu-
rities and commodity
futures trading, insurance,
as well as the power and
gas industries. Bucking the
downward trend, the min-
ing, transportation machin-
ery, and non-ferrous metal
sectors managed to eke out
modest gains.

Stock
markets slide
after US

downgrade

LONDON  (AFP/APP):
Asian and European stock
markets slumped
Wednesday after the United
States had its top credit rat-
ing downgraded by Fitch.

Ratings agency Fitch
downgraded the United
States’ top-notch credit rat-
ing by a step late Tuesday,
citing a growing federal
debt burden and an “ero-
sion of governance” that
has manifested in debt limit
standoffs.

The decision to down-
grade the US from AAA to
AA+ sparked a fiery rebut-
tal from the White House.

“US markets are expect-
ed to follow their Asian and
European counterparts
lower in the wake of a sur-
prise Fitch downgrade,”
noted Joshua Mahony,
chief market analyst at
Scope Markets. “For mar-
kets, this will likely only
represent a short-term dent
in confidence.”

The announcement
meant it would be more
expensive for the govern-
ment to borrow. However,
the risk-off sentiment sent
traders rushing to safe
assets, such as Treasuries,
as well as the yen.

The downgrade follows
a long, drawn-out row
between Republicans and
Democrats earlier this year
over raising the US bor-
rowing ceiling, which had
fuelled fears of a devastat-
ing default by the world’s
top economy.

While a deal was even-
tually struck, the saga rat-
tled markets and reinforced
the sense of long-running
deadlock on Capitol Hill
that has seen the gears of
government jammed up.

Though the lifting of the
US debt ceiling -- a limit on
government borrowing to
pay for bills already
incurred -- was once rou-
tine, it has for several years
become a contentious parti-
san issue. The downgrade
is the first by a major rat-
ings company since a simi-
lar debt impasse in 2011
saw S&P lower its top-
notch classification for the
United States.

BD receives
nearly $2b

remittance

DHAKA (APP): Millions
of Bangladeshis remitted
home nearly 2 billion US
dollars in July, the first
month of the current fiscal
year from July 2023 to June
2024, a central bank offi-
cial said Wednesday.

The Bangladesh Bank
(BB) official who preferred
to be unnamed told Xinhua
that “the flow of inward
remittances fell 5.86 percent
year-on-year to 1.97 billion
US dollars last month.”

Despite the fall, the offi-
cial expressed satisfaction
with the inflow of remit-
tances in July saying remit-
tance flow usually goes up
ahead of major Muslim
occasions such as Eid-al-
Fitr and Eid-al-Azha.

Bangladeshi expatriates
in June sent home 2.2 billion
dollars, the highest in nearly
three years, largely buoyed
by the relaxation of various
rules in recent months and
Muslim festival of Eid-al-
Adha which was celebrated
here on June 29. The inflow
of remittances from some 10
million Bangladeshis, living
and working in over 100
countries and regions, in the
last 2022-2023 financial
year amounted to 21.61 bil-
lion dollars.

Remittances mainly came
from Middle East countries
such as the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait, among others.
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Dr Samuel called on
Finance Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP): Dr.
Samuel Rizk, Resident
Representative UNDP
called on Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue
Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar at Finance Division.
SAPM on Revenue Tariq
Mehmood Pasha, Ammara
Durrani, Assistant resident
representative UNDP,
Special Secretary Finance
and senior officers from
Finance Division attended
the meeting, said a press
release issued here.
Finance Minister
Senator Muhammad Ishaq
Dar welcomed Dr Samuel
Rizk and shared the eco-
nomic outlook of the coun-

try and measures taken by
the Government for achiev-
ing economic stability and
growth.

He informed that the
government has introduced
reforms in various sectors
for tackling persistent out-
standing structural issues
with a special focus on sus-
tainable and inclusive
growth.

Dr. Samuel Rizk, Res-
ident Representative UNDP
discussed the ongoing insti-
tutional arrangements by
UNDP  regarding the
Climate Resilient Pakistan
and rehabilitation initiatives
in flood-affected areas. The
UNDP team further extend-

ed support to the govern-
ment for mobilizing SDG
investments and climate
financing for development.

Finance Minister
Senator Muhammad Ishaq
Dar appreciated the key
role of UNDP as a develop-
ment partner in helping
Pakistan to achieve the fast-
track Sustainable Develo-
pment Goals (SDGs) and
reiterated the commitment
of GoP on the achievement
of SDGs.

The Finance Minister
also appreciated UNDP in
mobilizing global support
for rehabilitation work in
flood-affected areas in
Pakistan.

Trade deficit narrows by
41 per cent 1n July

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
trade deficit witnessed a
decline of 41.16 percent
during the first month of the
current fiscal year (2023-
24) as compared to the cor-
responding month of last
year, Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported.

The trade deficit during
the month under review
was recorded at $1.607 bil-
lion against the deficit of
$2.731 billion in July 2022,
a decline of 41.16 percent.

The exports during the
month were recorded at
$2.057 billion against $2.250
billion last year, showing a
decline of 8.57 percent.

On the other hand, the

imports witnessed a sharp
decline of 26.44 percent by
falling from $4.981 billion
last year to $3.664 billion
during July 2023.

On a month-on-month
basis, the exports during
June 2023 declined by
12.68 percent when com-
pared to the exports of
$2.356 billion in June 2023.

The imports into the
country declined by 13.15
percent in July 2023 when
compared to the imports of
$4.219 billion in June 2023,
according to the data.

Meanwhile, the deficit in
services trade during the
last fiscal year (2022-23)
declined by 87.68 percent

during compared to the cor-
responding period of fiscal
year 2021-22. The services
trade deficit was recorded
at  $1,036.334  million
against the deficit of
$5,840.11 million the pre-
vious year.

The services exports
during the period increased
by 2.78 percent by going up
from $7,102.35 million in
2021-22 to $7,300.13 mil-
lion in FY2022-23, accord-
ing to PBS data.

On the other hand, the

imports declined from
$12,942.46 million to
$8,019.58  million in

FY2023, showing negative
growth of 38.04 percent.

Shipping
activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Port
shipping activity was
recorded at the port where
three ships namely, Maersk
Santosa, MSC United-VIII
and PGC Petreas carrying
Containers and LPG, ber-
thed at Qasim International
Terminal and Engro Vopak
Terminal respectively on
Tuesday. Meanwhile two
more ships, Karimata and
Al-Daayen with Gas oil
and LNG also arrived at
outer anchorage of the Port
Qasim on Wednesday
morning.

A total of 09 ships were
engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of
them three ships, Royal
Jasmine, Andrea Victory
and Emma Grace sailed out
to sea on Wednesday morn-
ing, while four more ships,
PGC Patreas, CL-Lindy,
Maersk Sentosa and MSC
United are expected to sail
on same day afternoon.

Cargo throughput of
147,157 tonnes, comprising
116,759 tones imports Cargo
and 30,398 tonnes export
cargo, including container-
ized cargo carried in 4,430
Containers (3,330 TEUs
Imports and 1,100 TEUs
export) was handled at the
port during last 24 hours.

Five ships at Outer Anc-
horage of Port Qasim, out
of them three ships, Mega-
1, Al-Daayen and Karimata
& two more ships, MSC
Monica and Maersk Pele-
pas carrying Palm oil,
LNG, Gas oil and Contain-
ers are expected to take
berths at Liquid Terminal,
Engro Terminal, Oil Termi-
nal and Container Terminal
respectively on 2nd August
are due to arrive at PQ.

Asian markets drop as US
downgrade jolts latest rally

HONG KONG (AFP/
APP): Asian markets fol-
lowed Wall Street lower
Wednesday as the wind
came out of the latest rally,
with traders jolted by the
downgrade of US sovereign
debt, soft economic data
and concerns about elevat-
ed valuations.

However, high hopes
that the Federal Reserve is
at or near the end of its
interest rate hiking cycle
and a still resilient econo-
my meant the mood on tra-
ding floors remained broad-
ly upbeat, analysts said.

Investors shifted away
from riskier investments
after Fitch cut the US debt
rating by one notch from its
AAA level, citing a grow-
ing federal debt burden and
an “erosion of governance”
that has manifested in debt
limit standoffs.

The move follows a
long, drawn-out row
between Republicans and
Democrats earlier this year
to raise the US borrowing

ceiling, which fuelled fears
of a devastating default by
the world’s top economy.

While a deal was eventu-
ally struck, the saga rattled
markets and reinforced the
sense of long-running dead-
lock on Capitol Hill that
has seen the gears of gov-
ernment jammed up.

Though the lifting of the
US debt ceiling -- a limit on
government borrowing to
pay for bills already
incurred -- was often rou-
tine, it has for several years
become a contentious parti-
san issue. The downgrade is
the first by a major rating
company since a similar
debt impasse in 2011 saw
S&P lower its top-notch
classification.

White House press sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre
said the move “defies reali-
ty”, while Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said in a
statement that she “strong-
ly” disagreed with Fitch,
calling the change “arbi-
trary and based on outdated

data”. The announcement
meant it would be more
expensive for the govern-
ment to borrow. However,
the risk-off sentiment sent
traders rushing to safe
assets, such as Treasuries,
as well as the yen.

Chang Wei Liang, at
DBS Bank, said: “High
inflation and growth remain
the key triggers for
Treasury selling, with cred-
it ratings shifts largely mit-
igated by the substantial
stock of US private wealth,
and a correspondingly large
safe haven demand for US

Treasuries.”
Earlier, all three main
Wall Street indexes

dropped after news that US
factory activity shrunk in
July for the ninth consecu-
tive month, hinting at soft-
ness in the economy.
Profit-taking added to
the selling following a
recent run-up fuelled by
optimism that the Fed’s rate
hike last week would be its
last thanks to an easing of

inflation pressure.

The losses extended into
Asia, where Hong Kong,
Shanghai, Tokyo, Singa-
pore, Seoul, Sydney,
Taipei, Manila and Jakarta
were all in the red.

Still, SPI Asset Manage-
ment’s Stephen Innes said
the outlook was positive.

“While debt downgrades
seldom, if ever, have long
legs, investors may pause
and let the dust settle before
re-entering risk markets,”
he said in a note.

“However, within this
super market-friendly envi-
ronment of stable growth
and a Fed close to the end
of its hiking cycle creating
fertile ground for stock
gains, it’s unlikely risk sen-
timent will wander too far
off the soft landing path.”

Oil prices, meanwhile,
surged more than one per-
cent after the American
Petroleum Institute said US
stockpiles plunged last
week, sparking worries
about supplies.

Federation of Saudi Chambers
wants to set up office in Sao Paulo

SAO PAULO (Agencies):
The Federation of Saudi
Chambers wants to estab-
lish an office in Sao Paulo,
its assistant secretary-gen-
eral has said.

Waleed Al-Orainan visit-
ed the Arab Brazilian
Chamber of Commerce on
Tuesday in Sao Paulo,
where he will stay for a few
more days before returning
to Riyadh.

Mishal bin Hithlain,
chairman of the Saudi
Brazilian Business Council,
was also on the visit, and
said the Kingdom is work-
ing to establish the office as
soon as possible.

The Kingdom’s trade
attache in Washington,
Reem Al-Tharwa, was part
of the delegation, along
with  Abdulrahim  Al-
Muaibid, relations manager
for the Americas and direc-
tor of the council; council
member Abdulmalik Al-
Qahtani; and Omar Al-

Mughamis, representing
the Saudi Authority for
Foreign Trade.

Bin Hithlain said the
Kingdom wants more
Brazilian companies to
establish themselves there,
as Saudi Arabia is the
largest economy in the
Middle East. He added that
it is important for both
countries’ private sector to
interact more and learn
about each other’s business
cultures. Al-Orainan said
partnerships in tourism, oil
and gas, and food security
are possibilities. “We’re
very interested in promot-
ing cooperation,” he added.

“If you want to do busi-
ness with Saudi Arabia, you
have to go there to see the
great transformations that
have been taking place,” he
said.

“Our ambition is what
drives us, what gets us up in
the morning,” he said,
adding that Saudi unem-

ployment has dropped from
13 percent to 8 percent, and
that the Kingdom has a
young and energetic popu-
lation, as well as giga-proj-
ects in different areas and
sectors such as NEOM, The
Line and Qiddiya, which
provide numerous business
opportunities.

Giga-projects are part of
the Kingdom’s Vision 2030
plan for economic diversifi-
cation, and the tourism sec-
tor is being heavily invest-
ed in.

The FSC delegation said
it wants to increase the
number of visits of busi-
nesspeople between the
countries through trade
missions.

“Our mission is to help
and facilitate visits. We
invite you to visit Saudi
Arabia with a business del-
egation, and we can work
together to make an agenda
for Dbusiness meetings.
We’re the umbrella repre-

senting our private sector,”
said Al-Orainan.

“We’re interested in
developing this relationship
without limits, and we
believe it will be a strategic
partnership for the federa-
tion.”

Al-Orainan and Bin
Hithlain suggested activi-
ties, such as lectures and
seminars, to raise aware-
ness about how to do busi-
ness in both countries.

The Saudis were wel-
comed by Arab Brazilian
Chamber of Commerce
President Osmar Chohfi, its
institutional relations direc-
tor Fernanda Baltazar, and
director Mohamad
Abdouni.

Chohfi has already been
to Riyadh, and said next
time he wants to visit
Jeddah. “We should pro-
mote a direct flight
(between Sao Paulo and
Riyadh) by a Saudi airline,”
he added.
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Italy legend Buffon
retires aged 45

ROME  (Agencies):
Gianluigi Buffon, a
legendary goalkeeper
from Italy and FIFA
World Cup champion,
on Wednesday
announced his retire-
ment from football at
the age 45. "That's all
folks! You gave me
everything. I gave you
everything. We did it
together," Buffon said
on X, formerly Twitter.
In the same tweet, he
shared a video which
showed his time with
Parma, Juventus, Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG)
and the Italian national
team. Buffon had two
spells  with Italy's
Parma in 1995-2001,
and 2021-2023. He
was a Juventus regular
from 2001-2018, and
2019-2021 but spent
one season at PSG
before his return to the
Turin club. In 2021,
Buffon left Juventus to
join his boyhood club
Parma, where he ended
his career. He was the
Italy goalkeeper when
the team won the 2006
FIFA World Cup in

Germany. Buffon
amassed 975 club
appearances, and

helped Juventus win
10 Italian Serie A titles,
five Italian Cups, and
six Italian Super Cups.
He also helped PSG
win the French Ligue 1
title in 2019, and
secured an Italian Cup,
an Italian Super Cup
and the 1999 UEFA
Cup with Parma.

Raducanu returns
to practice court

LONDON (Agencies):
Britain's Emma
Raducanu has returned
to the practice court for
the first time since
undergoing wrist and
ankle surgery in May.
The 20-year-old posted
a video of herself hitting
with compatriot Kyle
Edmund at the National
Tennis  Centre  in
Roehampton on
Wednesday. "August
2nd, the fun part. First
time back on court," she
wrote on Instagram.
Former world number
10 Raducanu has been
hampered by injuries
since her stunning US
Open title win in 2021.
Raducanu has not gone
beyond the second
round of any Grand
Slam since becoming
the first British woman
in 44 years to win a
major singles title. She
had played just 10
matches in 2023, win-
ning five, losing four
and retiring from one,
before having surgery
on both wrists and left
ankle. Raducanu missed
the French Open and
Wimbledon and s
unlikely to be fit for the
US Open, which begins
on 28 August. She is
also without a coach,
having  split  with
Sebastian Sachs in June.

Bayern Munich
edge Liverpool 4-3

SINGAPORE
(Agencies): A stunning
stoppage-time strike by
Frans Kratzig sealed
victory for Bayern
Munich in a pre-season
friendly against
Liverpool in Singapore
on Wednesday as the
German league champi-
ons came from behind
twice to win 4-3. The
20-year-old fired past
Alisson as the game
entered stoppage time to
settle  a thrilling
encounter in front of a
crowd of nearly 50,000
fans at the National
Stadium. A goal inside
two minutes by Cody
Gakpo and a header by
Virgil van Dijk had put
the English side two
goals up in the opening
half-hour but Bayern hit
back through Serge
Gnabry and Leroy Sane
to level the score before

half-time. Luis Diaz
regained the lead for
Liverpool midway

through the second half’
before Josip Stanisic
drew level at 3-3 in the
80th minute and Kratzig
secured the win for
Bayern at the death. A
left-back from Bayern's
youth system, Kratzig
has impressed on the
club's pre-season tour of’
Asia and manager
Thomas Tuchel was
delighted with his per-
formance on
Wednesday when he
was deployed in a more
attacking position.

Pakistan Shaheens
outplay
Melbourne Stars

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Shawaiz Irfan’s attacking
half-century and a disci-
plined bowling performance
led Pakistan Shaheens to a
43-run win over Melbourne
Stars at the TIO Stadium in
Darwin on Wednesday.

This was Shaheens’ third
successive win in the Top
End T20 Series.

Opting to bat first,
Shaheens’ opening pair
Shamyl Hussain (25, 16b,
5x4s) and Shawaiz provid-
ed a solid 60-run start to the
innings before left-handed
Shamyl returned to the hut
on the final ball of the fifth
over. After Shamyl’s depar-
ture, Shawaiz and captain
Rohail Nazir added 50 runs
for the second wicket.
Shawaiz amassed 65 off 37

balls, studded with five
fours and four sixes before
he was dismissed.

Rohail (16, 22b) soon
followed Shawaiz and fell
to Arjun Nair in the 12th
over. Wahaj Riaz (28 not
out, 20b, 2x4s, 1x6) and
Ahmed Khan (19, 16b,
1x6) helped Shaheens post
169 for six in 20 overs.

For Stars, Arjun Nair and
Reiley Mark bagged two
wickets each.

In reply, Melbourne
Stars were never in hunt
for the chase and managed
to score 126 for eight in
17.1 overs as Stars fell 43
runs short of the target
with Cam McClure and
Campbell Kellaway unable
to bat due to injury.

For Shaheens, left-arm

spinner Faisal Akram took
two wickets for 24. Aaliyan
Mehmood, Arafat Minhas
and Sajjad Ali snapped up a
wicket each.

Shaheens will take on
PNG on Friday in their last
round match at the DXC
Arena. The first ball of the
match will be bowled at
1800 local time. The final
of the tournament will be
played between the top two
teams on Sunday, August 6.

Scores in brief: Pakistan
Shaheens 169-6, 20 overs
(Shawaiz Irfan 65, Wahaj
Riaz 28, Shamyl Hussain
25; Reiley Mark 2-23,
Arjun Nair 2-28).

Melbourne Stars 126-8,
17.1 overs (Harry Dixon
32, Arjun Nair 31; Faisal
Akram 2-24).

Babar Azam’s ICC
Test Batting
Ranking improves to
claim 4th position

LAHORE (INP): In the lat-
est International Cricket
Council (ICC) Men’s Test
Batting Rankings, Pakistani
captain  Babar  Azam
jumped a spot to claim the
fourth position.

In the recently-concluded
two-match Test series against
Sri Lanka, he could score just
76 runs but got a fortunate
push in the rankings.

Babar’s fortunate pro-
motion was a result of the
demotion of Australia’s
Marnus Labuschagne and
Travis Head.

Labuschagne and Head
were far from their best in
the recently-concluded
Ashes and their inability to
score big in the five-match
series, saw them losing cru-
cial rating points.

Consequently,
Labuschagne slipped three
spots to fifth while Head
was demoted two spots to
the sixth position.

Last week, Babar Azam
slipped to the fifth position
after a below-par perform-
ance in the first Test against
Sri Lanka.

Pakistan’s hero with the
bat in the second Test
against Sri Lanka Abdullah
Shafique got the reward for
his heroics as he rose 27
spots to 21st.

Whereas, Pakistan’s first
Test hero Saud Shakeel
remained at 15th position
with a career-best 705 rat-
ing points.

Pakistan bowlers were

also rewarded as Shaheen
Shah Afridi, who made six
scalps in two Tests against
Sri Lanka, jumped three
positions to sixth while his
pace partner Naseem Shah
climbed up seven spots to
equal 37th.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s
star with the ball in the sec-
ond Sri Lanka Test Nauman
Ali enjoyed a massive
surge as he improved 13
places to 42nd — the most
notable among improvers.

England produced a
strong fightback during the
second half of the series to
tie the Ashes at 2-2 and a
host of their best perform-
ers were rewarded on the
updated ICC rankings lists.

Former skipper Joe
Root rises one spot to sec-
ond on the Test batter
rankings  with  New
Zealand veteran Kane
Williamson the only play-
er in front of him, while
young teammate Harry
Brook jumps two places to
ninth and a new career-
high rating following his
363 runs for the series.

Compatriots Jonny
Bairstow (up two places to
17th) and Zak Crawley (up
six rungs to equal 29th)
also make some ground on
the list for batters, while
experienced duo Steve
Smith (up three places to
third) and Usman Khawaja
(up one place to seventh)
are the Australian players to
climb the standings.

England lose
two-thirds of
Test C’ship

points

LONDON (Agencies):
England have lost two-
thirds of the World Test
Championship points they
earned in the Ashes after
bowling consistently slow
over rates.

Ben Stokes' side did
not bowl at the required
rate in four of the five
Tests and have lost 19 of
the 28 points they won for
two wins and a draw.

Australia have lost 10
points for a slow over rate
in the fourth Test.

England and Australia
players have also been
fined 5% of their match
fee for each point lost.

Teams are docked a
point for each over they
are short. England have
lost two points for two
missing overs at
Edgbaston, nine from the
Lord's Test, three for Old
Trafford and five for The
Oval.

The third edition of
the Test Championship
has just begun, with a
final due to be played in
2025.

England sit fifth in the
early standings, with
Australia in third and
Pakistan top after their
series win over Sri Lanka.

Sides accumulate
points from each Test
they play over a two-year
cycle, with the leading
two teams meeting in a
one-off match to decide
the Championship.

Australia won the
2021-23 competition,
beating India by 209 runs
at The Oval in June.

MELBOURNE: Tiernny Wiltshire of Jamaica celebrate after winning the
FIFA Women's World Cup Australia & New Zealand 2023 Group F match.

Pakistan’s Nabeel breaks
another Indian Guinness
World Recor

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s Nabeel Hasan
has once again etched his
name in history by break-
ing another Guinness
World Record.

On August 1, he was
officially confirmed to have
achieved the title of “Most
three-digit flash numbers
memorized -40 sets” that’s
an astounding 120 numbers,
Nabeel coach Sania Alam
told APP in a statement.

In an impressive display
of memory  prowess,
Nabeel memorized 40 sets
of random 3-digit flash
numbers, with each set con-
sisting of three numbers.

These digits were rapid-
ly flashed on the screen at
the interval of 1 second,
and with amazing preci-
sion, Nabeel recalled them
in an accurate sequence.

Nabeel’s  journey
enhancing his memory
skills has been nothing short

of

of remarkable. His rigorous
training under Coach Sania
Alam, at the institute of
Futuristic Learning USA,
has honed his abilities to an
extraordinary level.

This  dedication to
improvement has led
Nabeel to participate in
numerous  international
mind sports competitions,
including  the  World
Memory Championships.
Notably, in 2019, he earned

the esteemed title of Junior
UK Memory Champion
and earned Bronze Medal
in the UK Mind Mapping
Championship.

This Guinness World
Record was previously held
by India at 37 sets.
Moreover, in 2022, Nabeel
achieved another Guinness
World Record, the “Longest
Number Sequence
Memorized in Four
Seconds,” which was previ-

ously held by India as well.
His lightning-fast memory
allowed him to memorize
30 random numbers in a
mere 4 seconds, and accu-
rately recall them in
sequence, surpassing India’s
previous record of 28 num-
bers set in March 2022.

“Through right and dedi-
cated training, I am living
proof that anyone can
unleash the power of their
memory,” Nabeel said.
Nabeel’s success is not only
a testament to his personal
achievements but also high-
lights the remarkable expert-
ise of Coach Sania Alam.

It may be mentioned that
Sania has coached students
who have gone on to
become World Memory
Champions, World Speed
Reading Champions, and
World Mind Mapping
Champions (junior), along
with achieving four other
Guinness World Records.

Naseem Shah's brilliant
performance was game
changer: Babar Azam

COLOMBO (INP): The
Colombo Strikers bagged
their first win against B-
Love Kandy in their second
encounter of the Lanka
Premier League 2023 in a
stunning ~ manner  on
Monday at the R.
Premadasa Stadium.
Having scored 157-6 in
the first innings, the Strikers
restricted Kandy to a meager
score of 130-8 thanks to the
stunning bowling perform-
ances of Naseem Shah and
Matheesha Pathirana, who
bagged five wickets between
them while giving away
only 43 runs in eight overs.
While with the bat, it
was Pakistan Captain Babar

Azam who proved to be the
star as he held the Strikers’
innings together, scoring 59
off 52 balls on a difficult
batting track.

Speaking about his
team’s performance, Babar
Azam said, "When we

started the inning, the pitch
was behaving a bit two-
paced. I then realized that it
would be better to build a
partnership. I thought that
the pitch would also start
supporting the spinners
after 10 overs, and after 15
overs we would try to
charge the opponents."
"For me, the standout per-
formance was from Naseem
Shah. His first spell set the

tone of the whole innings
and helped us gain the
advantage," added Babar.

The all-out pace and
tight spells from both spin-
ners proved really difficult
to deal with for the team
from Kandy. The star pacer
from Pakistan, Naseem
Shah, seemed really happy
with the first win and said,
"It was our first win of the
tournament, and certainly it
gives us the momentum we
need for the rest of the tour-
nament. We hope to contin-
ue with this from here on."

Colombo Strikers will be
playing their next match
against Dambulla Aura on
August 5, 2023.

Former cricketer Sarfaraz
Nawaz accuses Najam Sethi
of obstructing PCB affairs

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former cricketer Sarfaraz
Nawaz made a revelation
stating that Najam Sethi is
still obstructing the affairs of
the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) on Wednesday.

In a letter addressed to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and the Patron of
PCB, he highlighted the
challenges posed by Sethi
and Shakeel Sheikh in
accepting the decision to
change the board.

Nawaz stressed that the
decision to change the

PCB’s leadership was taken
jointly by the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet.
However, both Najam Sethi
and Shakeel Sheikh seem to
be finding it hard to accept
this decision, leading to
disruptions in the board’s
functioning.

According to Nawaz,
internal politics are at
play, and this is resulting
in difficulties for the exist-
ing PCB management. He
called for support from the
Management Committee
Chairman, Zaka Ashraf, in

navigating these chal-
lenges and ensuring the
smooth functioning of the
cricket board.

The allegations made by
Sarfaraz Nawaz have raised
concerns within the cricket-
ing community and have
put a spotlight on the cur-
rent state of affairs within
the PCB. As the situation
unfolds, stakeholders will
be closely observing the
developments to assess the
impact on the board’s oper-
ations and the sport of
cricket in Pakistan.

Pakistan Street
Child wins 3rd
consecutive
game in
Norway Cup

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Pakistan Street Child
Football team goes on to
win its third consecutive
victory in the ongoing
World Youth Football
Cup 'Norway Cup', when
it downed Norwegian
club Skjold by 2-0 on

Wednesday.

The national street
child football team has
won all three group

matches in the tournam-
net. Ahmad Raza and
Skipper Tufail Shinwari
scored one goal each in
the first half for the
national team.

Pakistan Street Child
Football team beat
Norwegian club Frigg
Oslo FK in their first
match while outplayed
Arvoll IL club in their
second game.

The Pakistani commu-
nity living in Norway also
celebrated team's victory.

The Pakistan squad
includes Forwards: Tofail
Shinwari, Faisal, Shamir
Ali, Saud; Midfielders:
Abdul Wahab,
Muhammad Ali, Ali Asif,
Ahmed Raza; Defenders:
Muhammad Adeel, Abid
Ali, Obaidullah, Asad
Nasir; Goalkeeper:
Abdullah, Sahil.

It may be mentioned
that Pakistan team has
been runner-up in the
Street Child Football
World Cup held in Qatar
and has secured the sec-
ond position in Norway
Cup 2015 while got third
position in Norway Cup
2016.

World University Games: Fizza
loses wushu quarterfinal fight

ISLAMABAD (APP)
:Pakistan's Fizza put up a
good show at the World
University Games but failed
to meet the standards of her
opponent, conceding defeat
in the quarterfinal of 52kg
weight category of wushu in
Chengdu on Wednesday.

In the quarterfinal, Fizza
fought hard against
Turkmenistan's
Gurbangeldiyeva Aygozel.
But despite her best attempts
the promising Pakistani ath-
lete could not get over the line.

Her coach Muhammad
Asif told APP that Fizza had

all the necessary ingredients
to emerge as a formidable
wushu athlete but lacked the
international exposure.

"The win would have
been a great achievement but
she lost while fighting hard. I
believe lack of international
experience is the major rea-
son of her defeat. But this is
the beginning of a career. The
more exposure she will get,
the better she will perform,"
he said.

"She is the gold medal
winner in the recently-held
National Games in Quetta.
But there is a big difference

between playing at the
national level and performing
at the international level," he
added.

Asif said he had been
closely monitoring Fizza's
performance and technique,
and would try to incorporate
new things in her training.

The Higher education
Commission (HEC) has
fielded five women athletes -
Amtul Rehman, Uzma
Azam, Manisha Ali, Maliha
Ali and Fizza - to represent
Pakistan at the 12-day presti-
gious Games that began on
July 28 in Chengdu.

Amtul Rehman, who is a
student of Lahore College for
‘Women University (LCWU),
is participating in long jump
and triple jump events of the
Games. Uzma Azam of
Government College Women
University Faisalabad will
showcase her skills in the
hammer throw. Lahore
Garrison University's
Manisha and Maliha are
vying in the taekwondo
event, while Fizza chipped in
the wushu event.

The Chengdu 2021
Universiade feature 269
events across 18 sports.

Jamaica, South Africa roar into Women's WC last 16

WELLINGTON

(Agencies):
Jamaica dumped out Brazil and

wards. Brazil's meek group-
phase exit at the hands of a team

the corner from 30 yards for
Panama's first-ever World Cup

had salvaged the draw they
needed to go through with 16

Sofia Jakobsson, who came into
Sweden's

line-up  against

through with a win over a South
Korea side who are more or less

)

South Africa sent Italy home on
Wednesday as the supposed
minnows roared into the last 16
of an increasingly open
Women's World Cup.

The Reggae Girlz' coach
Lorne Donaldson declared it
"job done" after his dogged
Jamaica side strangled the life
out of eighth-ranked Brazil in
Melbourne for a 0-0 draw.

It was the point Jamaica need-
ed to progress into the knockout
rounds for the first time in histo-
ry and meant a crushing end to
the World Cup career of
Brazilian legend Marta.

The 37-year-old, arguably the
greatest player in the history of
women's football, was as shell-
shocked as she was upset after-

ranked 43 was their earliest
departure from the tournament
since being turfed out at the same
stage in 1995. "It's hard to talk at
a time like this. Not even in my
worst nightmares was it the
World Cup I dreamed of," said
Marta, once nicknamed "Pele in
a skirt" by the late football icon.
Jamaica finished second in
Group F and will meet the team
that comes top when Group H
concludes on Thursday. That is
currently Colombia. France
topped Group F as Kadidiatou
Diani hit a hat-trick in a 6-3 win
over Panama and a possible
meeting next with Germany.
Marta Cox's wonder strike on
67 seconds had left the French
reeling, swerving a free-kick into

goal. She spun away in celebra-
tion and was mobbed by team-
mates as the tears flowed at a sold-
out Sydney Football Stadium.

- South Africa joy -

There were also tears -- of joy
and devastation -- after 54th-
ranked South Africa showed
Jamaica the way in a wet
Wellington. The African cham-
pions won a Women's World
Cup match for the first time with
a stunning 3-2 victory over 16th-
ranked Italy in a thriller.

Captain Thembi Kgatlana
scored the winner in the 92nd
minute to make history for South
Africa and set up a meeting with
the Netherlands -- sending Italy
home. Arianna Caruso scored
twice for Italy and thought she

minutes left, before Kgatlana's
stunning late intervention.
"Over the last two weeks, I've
lost three family members. I
could have gone home but I
chose to stay with my girls," said
Kgatlana, who plays for Racing
Louisville in the United States.
"Because that's how much it
means." Sweden topped Group G
with the maximum nine points to
set up a clash with holders the
United States. It will be the teams'
first meeting since Sweden beat
the USA 3-0 at the Tokyo
Olympics two years ago on their
way to taking the silver medal.
"We have played really good
group-stage games, we have won
all three of them, and we also
beat them in the Olympics," said

Argentina and set up the opening
goal in a 2-0 win. The Americans
came into the tournament in
Australia and New Zealand as
favourites to win an unprece-
dented third World Cup in a row.

But they have looked nothing
like the team that has for so long
dominated women's internation-
al football and only scraped out
of the group phase with a shaky
0-0 draw against debutants
Portugal on Tuesday.

- Caicedo '100 percent' -

Group action concludes on
Thursday with Colombia need-
ing only a draw against Morocco
to top Group H. Germany,
stunned by Colombia and 18-
year-old attacker Linda Caicedo
in their previous match, are

already out. Caicedo underwent
X-rays after health scares at the
tournament but is "100 percent"
fit for the Morocco game, coach
Nelson Abadia said.

The teenage Real Madrid
attacker, who was diagnosed with
ovarian cancer at 15 but made a
full recovery, has lit up the World
Cup with goals in wins against
South Korea and Germany.

In the upset over two-time
champions Germany Caicedo
scored one of the goals of the
tournament, days after going
down in training clutching her
chest. She also appeared to suf-
fer breathing difficulties in that
2-1 win -- which took Colombia
to the brink of the last 16 -- but
carried on playing.
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Power suspension
programme

ISLAMABAD (APP):

Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(IESCO) on Wednesday

issued a power suspen-
sion programme for
Thursday for various
areas of its region due
to necessary mainte-
nance and routine
development work.
According to IESCO
Spokesman, the power
supply of different
feeders and grid sta-
tions would remain sus-
pended for the period
from 07:00 AM to
12:00 Noon, Islamabad
Circle, Tufail Shaheed,
Cherah, Farash Town,

Karpa Feeders,
Rawalpindi City Circle,
Shams Colony,

Pindhon, 1-14/3, Noon,
1-16, HPT (Radio Pak),
Lakho Road, Ameer
Hamza, Officer Colony,
Sector-1V Feeders,
Rawalpindi Cantt
Circle, Old Rawat, New
Rawat, CWO,
AOWHS, Sparco
Feeders, Jhelum Circle,

Borain, F-2  Chip
Board, Industrial,
Express Mangala,

Madu Kals feeders and
surrounding areas.

Police arrest 7 for
possessing weapons

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi district
police on the directives
of Senior
Superintendent of
Police, Operations
Rawalpindi conducted
raids in different areas
and netted seven
accused for possessing
illegal weapons.
According to a police
spokesman,
Gungmandi, Sadigabad,
Naseerabad, R. A.
Bazar and Gujar Khan
police conducted raids
in their respective juris-
diction and arrested
seven namely Gul
Muhammad, Ajmal,
Umar, Sikandar, Ansar,
Sohab, and Adnan and
recovered five 30 bore
pistols, a 9mm pistol
and ammunition.
Separate cases have
been registered against
the accused while fur-
ther investigations are
under process. The SSP
said that strict action in
accordance with the law
was being taken against
the lawbreakers and
operations against aeri-
al firing and illegal
weapon holders would
continue.

‘No negligence
to be tolerated’

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Hasan Wagar Cheema
Wednesday said that
strict action will be
taken against those
showing negligence in
the anti-dengue cam-
paign. Chairing a meet-
ing to review anti-
dengue arrangements,
he underlined the need
for effective utilization
of all available
resources to check the
occurrence of dengue
larvae, particularly in
high-risk union councils
of the district. He said
that the prevailing
weather was suitable for
breeding dengue larvae,
therefore, strict compli-
ance with the anti-
dengue SOPs was need-
ed to prevent it. The DC
said that staff deployed
for the anti-dengue
drive had been told that
no negligence would be
tolerated, adding, 100
per cent attendance
must be  ensured.
Cheema directed the
concerned to expedite
the anti-dengue surveil-
lance activities to con-
trol the growth of
dengue larvae by check-
ing the graveyard and
other places daily.

IRSA releases
280,200 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Wednesday  released
280,200 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
372,400 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam  was
1539.79 feet and was
141.79 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was
recorded as 201,800
cusecs and 145,500
cusecs respectively.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Ra

Governors at PIPS.
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Govt takes steps for
prevention of trafficking
in persons: Dr. Ehsan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Director General National
Police Bureau Dr Ehsan
Sadiq, Wednesday said that
in recent years, the govern-
ment undertook a range of
measures for the prevention
of trafficking in persons.

Dr Ehsan Sadiq
expressed these views
while speaking on the occa-
sion of World Day Against
Trafficking in Persons.

The event was partici-
pated by senior officials of
FIA, the Police, relevant
Government ministries, UN
agencies, the diplomatic
community, academia, and
civil society.

Highlighting the steps,
he said the government has
promulgated the Prevention
of Trafficking in Persons
Act 2018, issued TIP rules
2020, ratified TIP protocols

recognizing

Trafficking

to UNTOC and collaborat-
ed with TIP communities at
the provincial level.

He induced the need for
all stakeholders to work
together to reduce traffick-
ing in person cases.

He was of the view that
the recent Rizwana case
highlighted the need of

tance of child protection
and assessing the true
magnitude of the issue. He
informed that National
Police Bureau is compil-
ing a database and work-
ing closely with FIA and
police to enhance coordi-
nation and collaboration.
Dr Ehsan Sadiq appreci-
ated Sardar Zaheer Ahmed,
a Pakistani law enforce-
ment officer, who was pre-
sented with the prestigious
in

(TIP) Hero award by U.S.
State Department.

He said that the purpose
of the event is also to rec-
ognize the services of all
who are working on the
issue of trafficking in per-
sons in Pakistan.

Sardar Zaheer Ahmed in
his closing remarks said
thanked DG NPB Dr
Ehsan Sadiq for organizing
the session.

Syed Kausar Abbas,
Executive Director SSDO
speaking on the occasion
appreciated all the stake-
holders who participated at
the event and suggested
that this forum should be
given a permanent structure
and should meet at least
once in every quarter to
share the progress on TIP,
to enhance coordination
and way forward.

the impor-

Persons

WHO striving to eliminate
hepatitis from Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
World Health Organization
(WHO) Representative in
Pakistan, Dr Palitha
Mabhipala has said that the
organization was striving to
eliminate the hepatitis from
Pakistan. In a message, Dr
Palitha said that Pakistan is
facing a considerably high
disease burden due to viral
Hepatitis B & C.

He said that Pakistan has
the highest prevalence of
Hepatitis C (7%) globally
and has the highest number
of people suffering from
HCV. "Viral hepatitis
affects 360 million people
worldwide and claims
3,000 lives every day." He
said that in 2015, the World
Health Assembly adopted a
strategy to eliminate hepati-
tis by 2030 through preven-
tion, testing and treatment.

Dr

year  was

Around 15 million peo-
ple are estimated infected
with Viral Hepatitis C in
the country. Another 5 mil-
lion are estimated infected
with Viral Hepatitis B in
the country, he added.
Palitha
"Unfortunately,
response to viral hepatitis
has stagnated in recent
years." He added testing for
viral hepatitis has not been
scaled up as tests and treat-
ment are considered expen-
sive. He said that the theme
of world hepatitis day this

Medicines are Cheaper -
Treat to Save Lives' aims to
raise awareness to scale
treatment for people living
with viral hepatitis.

He said that now the
manufacturers
announced to lower the

price of WHO prequalified
hepatitis B and C drugs in
low-and middle-income
countries. This has been a
concerted effort by partners
to ensure affordability and
accessibility to hepatitis
treatment, he added.

He said that these new
drug prices will significant-
ly reduce the cost of treat-
ment to low and middle-
income countries, and scale
up hepatitis programs to
meet growing demand, all
towards eliminating hepati-
tis. He said that the WHO
and all stakeholders will
ensure the affordability and
accessibility of medicines,
testing and treatment to
millions in low and middle-
income countries. "This is
indeed a major step towards
the elimination of hepatitis
by 2030," he added.

said,
our

'Hepatitis

have

Eating planet-friendly
foods can boost longevity,
cut death risk by 25%

ISLAMABAD (APP): Eating more
planet-friendly foods could help you
live a longer, healthier life as well as
reduce the risk of death by about a
quarter, according to new research that
called for a more environmentally sus-
tainable diet.

The study builds upon prior research
that identified foods that are a win-win
for both health and the environment --
such as whole grains, fruit, non-
starchy vegetables, nuts, and unsatu-
rated oils -- as well as foods that could
be harmful to the environment and
human health, like eggs and red and
processed meats.

The new findings suggest eating
more planet-friendly foods can help
reduce a person’s risk of death from
causes such as cancer, heart disease,
respiratory diseases, and neurodegen-
erative diseases and also reduce
impacts to the environment in terms of
factors like water use, land use, nutri-
ent pollution, and greenhouse gas
emissions, Medical Daily reported.

“We proposed a new diet score that
incorporates the best current scientific
evidence of food effects on both health
and the environment,” said Linh Bui,
doctoral candidate in the Department
of Nutrition at Harvard TH Chan
School of Public Health. “The results
confirmed our hypothesis that a higher
Planetary Health Diet score was asso-
ciated with a lower risk of mortality,”
Bui added.

With the new study, the researchers
aimed to create a simple tool that poli-
cymakers and public health practition-

ers could use to develop strategies to
improve public health and address the
climate crisis.

“As a millennial, I have always been
concerned about mitigating human
impacts on the environment,” said Bui.
“A sustainable dietary pattern should
not only be healthy but also consistent

within planetary boundaries for green- |

house gas emissions and other envi-
ronmental parameters.” To create their
Planetary Health Diet Index (PHDI),

researchers reviewed existing research | |
on the relationships between various |
food groups and health outcomes of |
over 100,000 participants in two large | /

studies. The data set included over

47,000 deaths during a follow-up peri- |
od spanning over three decades from |[§

1986-2018.

Overall, they found that people in ||
the highest quintile (the top one-fifth |#

of participants) for PHDI had a 25 per
cent lower risk of death from any
cause compared to those in the lowest
quintile.

Higher PHDI scores were associated ||

with a 15 per cent lower risk of death
from cancer or cardiovascular dis-
eases, a 20 per cent lower risk of death
from neurodegenerative disease, and a
50 per cent lower risk of death from
respiratory diseases.

However,
PHDI does not necessarily reflect all

food items and their relationships with |-

all major diseases in all countries, as it
may vary with specific health condi-
tions, religious restrictions, or
food accessibility.

Sherry accuses PTI
chief of hiding his
corrupt practices

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Climate
Change and Environmental
Coordination, Senator Sherry
Rehman on Wednesday said
Pakistan =~ Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) chief had been exposed
in the Toshakhana case for
committing corrupt practices
and concealing the facts but
he was hiding his misappro-
priation under hoax argu-
ments. The federal minister
took to Twitter to respond to
the recent statement of the
PTI chief who appeared ear-
lier in the hearing of the
Toshakhana reference filed
against him. Senator Rehman
wrote on her official Twitter
handle, "Ever since the facts
of Toshakhana came to light,
PTI chief had taken U-turn
(retracted from his state-
ments) continuously.

Ulema condemn Bajaur
incident, renew pledge
to fight terrorism

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ulema and
Mashaykh from all schools of thought on
Wednesday unequivocally condemned the
gruesome incidents of the bomb blast in
Bajaur, suicide blast in Khyber Masjid,
attack on police deputed on the security of
polio team in Quetta and desecration of the
Holy Quran in Sweden and Denmark in
the strongest terms and renewed pledge to
continue their fight against all evil forces
trying to destabilize Pakistan socially,
politically and economically.

Leading the joint press conference
along with the prominent religious schol-
ars including Council of Islamic Ideology
Chairman Dr. Qibla Ayaz, Shia Ulema
Council Central General Secretary Allama
Arif Hussain Wahidi, and Custodian of the
Holy Shrine of Eidgah Sharif, Shaykh
Muhammad Hassan Haseeb-ur-Rehman
and others Pakistan Ulema Council
Chairman Hafiz Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi termed all those
involved in these unlawful acts criminals
and emphasized that they had no connec-
tion with Islam and Muslims.

Ashrafi who is also the Prime
Minister’s Special Representative on
Interfaith Harmony and the Middle East
categorically stated that those involved in
the murder of innocent Muslims, and
attack on Masajid and security forces were
playing the role of Kharijiets.

Giving a reference to Islamic history, he
said the attacks were similar to those made
by the Khawarij on Muslims. The people
who embarrassed martyrdom in the Bajaur
incident were all Ulema, religious scholars
and Huffaz and they were all innocent, he
maintained. Shedding light on the
Paigham-e-Pakistan, a unanimous doctrine
signed by more than 15,000 Ulema and
Mashaykh hailing from all segments of the
society to maintain religious pluralism
across the country, and they had given a
unanimous Fatwa (religious decree) that
the suicide attacks were Haram (prohibit-
ed) in Pakistan, and there was no room for
any struggle involving militancy in the
country. Condemning the indecent inci-
dents of desecration of the Holy Quran in
Sweden and Denmark, Ashrafi on behalf
of all Ulema and Mashaykh of Pakistan,
seconded the stance of the Organisation of

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) for legislating
against these blasphemous acts at the
international level.

He assured full cooperation to Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (Fazl) Chief Maulana Fazl-
ur-Rehman as it is the biggest religiopolit-
ical party and contributing to the peace,
progress and prosperity of the country
since day one.

He announced to hold countrywide
Ulema and Mashaykh conventions for a
stable Pakistan in the entire month of
August and made it clear that they would
not surrender before the terrorism and
extremism anyway.

He further assured the national security
institutions that they were standing by
them for the security and sovereignty and
the supremacy of Islam through thick and
thin. Addressing the conference, Allama
Arif Hussain Wahidi emphasized that there
would be no compromise on Pakistan's
security and sovereignty, which remains
the topmost priority for all.

He was of the view that the enemies
were trying to rob the peace of Pakistan by
carrying out such cowardly attacks in the
country. To meet these challenges, he said
we must express unity in all ranks against
the non-state actors playing havoc with the
state institutions and the nation.

Condemning the desecration of the holy
Quran, he proposed to the Muslim world
to give a strong message to Sweden and
Denmark to stop the occurrence of these
disgraceful incidents causing interfaith
disharmony globally.

In addition, he condemned the terrorist
attack on the workers’ convention of
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (Fazl) in Bajaur.

Shaykh Muhammad Hassan Haseeb-ur-
Rehman said the OIC’s emergency meet-
ing on the desecration of the Holy Quran
in Sweden and Denmark gave a strong
message to the world that Muslims could
not compromise on their religious sancti-
ties at all costs.

He said we must play our role as we
have agreed in the Paigham-e-Pakistan to
maintain peace and tranquillity in the
country. Concluding the conference, Dr
Qibla Ayaz said we all were on one page
and endorsed the narrative of Paigham-e-
Pakistan in letter and spirit.

Political Parties urged to take
measures for educational reforms

Bui cautioned that the |}

ISLAMABAD (APP): Independent
education policy experts, government
stakeholders, and political parties on
Wednesday at a conference agreed on
introducing reforms for more inclu-
sive and equitable quality education.

They were addressing a confer-
ence on Mapping the Educational
Reforms in View of the Next
Democratic Tenure, organized by
Centre for Social Justice (CSJ) in col-
laboration with Idara-e-Taleem-o-
Aagahi (ITA) and Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP).

Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Baela Raza Jamil, CEO Idara-e-
Taleem-o-Aagahi said that education
with learning is a lifeline for all citi-
zens without discrimination. Pakistan
remains lowest on key indicators of
SDG 4 in South Asia failing to live up
to Article 25-A, a fundamental consti-
tutional right to education.

In Spite of progressive manifestos,
political parties repeatedly fall short
of delivering what they promised,
compromising, excluding, and crip-
pling the lives of millions of children,
especially girls and marginalized
groups. May the coming elections be
a new beginning for progressive edu-
cation investment and delivery for all
citizens protected with strong learn-
ing foundations.

Dr. A. H. Nayyar said that the state
has failed to implement the Article
25-A and provide free and compulso-
ry education to all children under 16
years as nearly half the children are
deprived of schooling on account of
the failure of the state to provide the
resources needed for the task.

The political parties must promise
in their election manifestos to
enhance allocation to education by
6% of GDP, he added.

Dr. Shoaib Suddle said that the
government has been violating order
no. 2 of the Jillani judgment (SMC 1
of 2014, etc.) and Article 22(1) of the
constitution because school curricu-

lum and textbooks of compulsory
subjects like Urdu, English and
Social Studies carry substantial con-
tent relating to the religious instruc-
tion of majority religion, compelling
non-Muslim students to learn
Islamiyat in all courses.

Peter Jacob, Executive Director,
Centre for Social Justice said that ful-
filling and implementing Articles 22
(1) and 25-A of the Constitution of
Pakistan on the right to education
without discrimination, is a funda-
mental constitutional obligation and a
pressing need for improving founda-
tional literacy, and the quality of edu-
cation. He added that civil society
will continue to engage effectively
with political parties for positive edu-
cational reforms before and after the
elections in 2023.

Wajahat Masood appreciated the
landmark decision of the supreme
court issued on 19 June 2014.

He added that it is not possible to
implement articles 20, 22 (1), and 25-
A of the constitution in letter and spir-
it unless related laws and policies are
made likewise, as they are sectarian,
religion-based, and discriminatory.

He added the state of Pakistan
needs to ensure the equality of citi-
zens and discourage appeasing
groups promoting division on the
basis of identity.

Dr. Prof. Yaqoob Khan Bangash
said that there has to be social inter-
action among students from majority
and minority communities inside and
outside classrooms to promote inclu-
sion, pluralism, and diversity.

Waseem Ajmal, Federal Secretary,
Ministry of Federal Education &
Professional Training assured that the
ministry is committed to removing
religious instruction and hate speech
present in compulsory subjects to
implement Article 22(1) of the
Constitution. Saima Anwer said that
school curricula and textbooks should
focus on promoting inclusion, diversi-

ty, critical thinking, and learning out-
comes. Moreover, minorities should
have access to suitable alternatives to
compulsory  Islamic  education.
Farhatullah Babar, former Senator
from PPP said that quality education
should be a priority of the political
parties to inculcate pluralistic values
in children, and measures to transform
schools into religious seminaries with
single national curriculum and induc-
tion of madrassa graduates as teachers
must be revisited.

Sana Jamali, Senator, and conven-
er of the Education Parliamentary
caucus said that civil society, govern-
ment and politicians need to work
together and take meaningful actions
to educate all children who are out of
school and drop-outs.

Zubaida Jalal, MNA said that our
primary aim in pursuit of educational
reforms should be to cultivate equi-
table learning environments, where
every student can access quality edu-
cation and excel.

Public education must be centered
on creating inclusive spaces that
empower students to become valu-
able and participative members of
society. By building on these princi-
ples, we should strive to drive mean-
ingful changes and advancements in
our education system, she said.

Mehnaz Akber Aziz, MNA empha-
sized bringing out-of-school children
into schools, quality education, and
learning outcomes. She supported the
cross-party caucus on inclusive edu-
cation, and proposed to initiate a
scorecard of every legislator regard-
ing their education-related interven-
tions in their constituencies.

Dr. Ammar Ali Jan, President of
the Haqoog-e-Khalq Party said that
there is a need to allow critical
thinking on campuses. It will only
be possible if we stop viewing edu-
cation from a security lens and start
treating universities as sites for dia-
logue and debate.

i otk LUNIAS 5
ISLAMABAD:
month at G-7 sector.

Students attending school after the su

z NEREannadda]
B Gl
LT LR

) “,‘?‘

LN \:&i;i_.-" : -
mmer vacation on the opening day after two




KABUL (Agencies):

(Oil tankers returned to Iran )

The
National Standard Authority (ANSA) has
announced that it has sent back 13 oil tankers
from Iran that did not meet the quality stan-
dards. The imported oil was tested in the lab-
oratory and found to be substandard, so it
was returned to Iran, according to a state-
ment from ANSA. ANSA has issued a warn-
ing to the national traders to avoid importing
low-quality oil products and materials, or

\they will face legal consequences.

Afghanistan
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(Outdated food items torched)

SAR-E-PUL (Agencies): Three tons of out-
dated food and non-food items of torched in
Sar-e-pul, local officials. The materials were
collected from the stores of the city by the
inspection group of Sar-e-pul Industry and
Commerce Department. Mirwais Ghasemi in
charge of media in Sar-e-pul in an interview
with BNA that the Industry and Commerce
Department of Sar-e-pul warned the store
owner that they will face legal action in case if
\they sell low-quality and outdated materials.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

UN dealing with
critical funding gaps

KABUL (Agencies): UN
Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs
said in a new report that
this year’s Afghanistan
Humanitarian ~ Response
Plan (HRP) remains severe-
ly underfunded with only
US$744 million received as
of 31 July, less than half the
amount ($1.49 billion) at
the same time in 2022.
This has raised concerns
given the “short window of
opportunity” between now
and winter — in addition to
worsening poverty and
heightened vulnerabilities.
“Additional climate shocks,
as seen in August 2022 with

atypical flooding — a third
of which were recorded in
the eastern region — may
generate additional needs
requiring an immediate
response over the next few
months,” read the report.
As it stands, the Afgha-
nistan humanitarian respo-
nse is facing substantial
“critical funding gaps”
amounting to $1.3 billion,
with many programmes
already closed due to insuf-
ficient resources, and sev-
eral Cluster pipelines
(FSAC, Nutrition, Protec-
tion and WASH) at risk of
imminent rupture between
July and September 2023.

The report highlighted
the need for urgent funding
to procure certain items
only available abroad,
including Ready-to-Use
Therapeutic Food (RUTF).
The urgent need to distrib-
ute vital winter food assis-
tance and other aid comes
as many areas are at risk of
being cut by heavy snow-
falls as early as October.

“At the same time, addi-
tional funding is required to
enable humanitarian part-
ners to continue reaching
women and girls — the most
at-risk and vulnerable mem-
bers of the Afghan popula-
tion today,” the report read.

2,000 damaged military
vehicles repaired in Balkh

BALKH (Agencies): The
209th Army Corps of Al-
Fath in Balkh province says
it has repaired more than
2,000 military vehicles that
had been damaged during
the withdrawal of foreign
troops two years ago.
Officials said 2,432
vehicles have been put back
into operation in this time.
The spokesperson of the
army Corps says that these
vehicles will be distributed
to the defense brigades in
order to protect the territo-
rial integrity of the country.
These vehicles, which
include large and small
vehicles, have been
restored and ready for use
by the engineering team of
the 209th Al-Fath Army

Corps.

“We repaired and reacti-
vated about 2,432 different
vehicles with the few facil-
ities and personnel we
have,” said Abdulaziz
Kalimullah, the technical
manager of the 209th Army
Corps of Al-Fath.

“There is no war in
Afghanistan now, but due
to the needs of different
brigades, a number of these
vehicles are distributed for
the purpose of defending
the territorial integrity of
the country, and the rest of
these vehicles, which are
our national capital, will be
protected and maintained,”
said Sediqullah Nusrat, the
spokesman of the 209th
Army Corps of Al-Fath.

Authorities, in the 209th
Army Command of Al-
Fath, says that protection of
the borders and the defense
of the territorial integrity of
the country are stated as one
of their most basic goals.

“Your children, your
brothers, have maintained
the treasury and repaired
the vehicles that were
destroyed, and in the future,
we will defend the territori-
al integrity of the country
and the people of Afgh-
anistan without any conces-
sions,” said Nagqibullah
Azizi, army commander in
209th Army Corps.

However, according to
officials, the process of
repairing  vehicles s
ongoing.

Residents complain of slow
progress on road repair

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Residents of the capital
complained about the slow-
ness of the road reconstruc-
tion process and said that
the damage to the roads and
the resulting dust are caus-
ing various illnesses.

“It has been four or five
months since the digging
and construction of the road
began, from Chehelston
Garden to this place, but no
one has asked for it yet,”
said Qais, a resident of
Chehelston.

“It has been a year since
they started work on a part
of the road and then it stops
for five to six months and
then starts again, and the
people have faced chal-

lenges regarding this road,”
said Rahmatullah, a Kabul
resident.

At the same time, some
residents consider road
damage as one of the main
challenges in their daily
commute.

“The weather is hot,
everyone is sick, right now
I’m also sick from the dust
of the roads,” said Faiz
Agha, a resident of Kabul.

“It has been five months
since the construction of
the road started. There are
many problems with dust
and road construction.
People become sick,” said
Ahmad Fawad, a resident
of Kabul.

Meanwhile, Kabul

Municipality said that the
road reconstruction work
will be completed soon.

“It is dust that may arise
during the construction of
the road, and all the proj-
ects -- around which there
are a lot of houses -- have
been directly instructed to
sprinkle the area with
water, and about the specif-
ic project that you asked
about, the work on that has
begun and will end soon,”
said Nematullah Barakzai,
a spokesperson of Kabul
Municipality.

According to Kabul
municipality, out of eighty-
five road construction proj-
ects, forty projects are cur-
rently being worked on.

Massive of
foreign and
domestic
tourists rush

to visit Herat

HERAT (Agencies): Local
officials of Herat say that
with the start of the year,
4,000 domestic tourists and
240 foreign tourists have
traveled to Herat.

Lately, 13 tourists from |=
Russia and Australia have ||

traveled to Herat, local offi-
cials added.

The Herat’s Department
of  Information  and
Culture has received
300,000 Afghanis from
tourism in the past four
months said Mawlavi
Rehmatullah Mohammadi
a local official.

With the maintained of
all-around  security in
Afghanistan, the space for
tourists to visit the histori-
cal and natural attractions
of the country has become
favorable.

Herat’s Tourism
Commissioner continues to
talk about providing more
facilities  for  foreign
tourists in this province and
says that recently 20 inter-
preters for foreign tourists
have been appointed by this
department.

Meanwhile, some cul-
tural experts in Herat say
that the development of the
tourism industry, along

| with cultural interactions,

is effective in the growth of
domestic revenue and the
introduction of Afghan cul-
ture to the world.

AELSO
ready to
cooperate

govt sectors

KABUL (Agencies): The
Director of the Technical
and Vocational Education
Department, Mawlavi
Ghulam Haider Shahamat,
in a meeting with Hanif
Farzan, Director of the
AELSO organization dis-
cussed the creation of jobs
opportunities for youths in
the country.

The director of AELSO
shared details about the
mission of the organization
and said that this organiza-
tion works in the sectors of
capacity building, entrepre-
neurship, and scientific
research.

The director of AELSO
asked for the cooperation
of the Technical and
Vocational Education
Department ~ with  this
organization in the sector
of creating job opportuni-
ties for youths.

For his part, Mawlavi
Ghulam Haider Shahamat,

the Technical and
Vocational Education
department  strives  to

reduce the problems of
unemployment in the coun-
try through the training of
the labor force.

At the end of this meet-
ing, the two sides agreed to
work jointly to boost bilat-
eral cooperation, and also
the two sides will ink a
cooperation  agreement
shortly.

Afghans complain of
slow passport d1str1but10n

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Citizens voiced complaints
about the slow passport dis-
tribution process, in inter-
views with TOLOnews.
They said that not hav-
ing a passport had caused
the residents to face several
issues, therefore they
requested that the General
Directorate of Passports
expedite the distribution of
passports in the nation’s
capital and other provinces.
“I’ve been coming here
for about three or four days,
and I requested a name
change on my passport. The
manager collected our doc-
uments, and I don’t know
what will happen next,”
said Idris, a resident of
Kabul. “People are having
a lot of issues. Some of
them applied a year ago,
but they haven’t yet
received them. People have
(medical) patients,” said
Zazai, a resident of Kabul.
The General Directorate
of Passports said that the
passport distribution
process continues as usual,
and efforts are being made
to reach all applicants.
“In accordance with pro-
cedure, we distribute pass-

ports to our citizens and
work to bring more ameni-

ties. Passports cannot be
issued to anyone who
opposes the rules and regu-
lations,” said Noorullah
Patman, spokesperson of
the Directorate of Passports.

According to a statement
from the General Directo-
rate of Passports’ spokesp-
erson, anyone with unpaid
debts, active criminal, civil,

or commercial cases will
not be issued passports.

The following individu-
als are not eligible to
receive passports:

1. People who have been
banned from leaving due to
non-payment of debts or
other obligations by the rel-
evant departments.

2. People who have been
convicted by the court in
civil and commercial crimi-

nal cases

3. Children who do not
have parents or a legal
guardian.

Eight to ten thousand
passports are issued daily in
Kabul and the provinces,
according to figures from the
General Directorate  of
Passports, and efforts are
being made to set up passport
distribution centers in each of
the capital’s four zones.

Afghan FM meets

é

KABUL (Agencies): The
Acting Minister of Foreign

Affairs, Mawlavi Amir
Khan Muttaqi in a meeting
with Dr. Mutlaq -Al-
Qahtani, the special repre-
sentative of the Ministry of
Foreign Aftairs of Qatar for

e

Afghanistan, emphasized
for continued cooperation
with Afghanistan.
According to a statement
from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the two
sides discussed a variety of
political, economic, and

commercial matters during
the meeting.

Al-Qahtani described
Afghanistan’s current sit-
uation as reassuring say-
ing that all countries
should engage in con-
structive relationship

Qatar Special Envoy

“

with Afghanistan and not
pass up existing opportu-
nities.

The two sides also
stressed on the need for
comprehensive and contin-
ued cooperation  with
Afghanistan.

Kazakh-Afghan business forum to
unlock trade-economic opportunities

KABUL (Khaama Press):
A three-day business forum
between Kazakhstan and
Afghanistan to kick off
today (Thursday), lasting
until Saturday in the capital
city of Astana.

According to a statement
from the Kazakh Foreign,
around 150 businessmen
from Afghanistan will
attend from several eco-
nomic sectors, including
second-level banks. While
on the Kazakh side, the
Ministry of Trade and
Integration, the company
Kazakeksport, second-level
banks, and logistics firms

will also be attended.
Meanwhile, the forum
will also feature an exhibi-
tion showcasing goods and
products from Afghanistan.
On July 31, Kazakh
Foreign Minister Qanat
Tumysh told reporters that
no 150 Afghan government
officials and businessmen
were subject to sanctions.
The Kazakh Ministry of
foreign affairs stressed that
the two countries continue
to strengthen their trade
relations. Kazakhstan aims
for vigorous years of bilat-
eral trade with Afghanistan,
surpassing the $988 million

reached last year.
According to  Vice-
Minister of Trade and
Integration of Kazakhstan,
Kairat Torebayev, more
than 200 delegations led by
the acting Minister of
Industry and Commerce of
Afghanistan, Nooruddin
Azizi, will attend the forum.
“They are representa-
tives of business, large
energy and telecommunica-
tions companies, represen-
tatives of the Central Bank
and several private banks,
manufacturers of carpets,
beverages, precious stones
and many others,” he said.

“I would like to note
right away that all members
of the Afghan delegation
are not included in the
United Nations Security
Council’s sanctions lists
and, accordingly, no restric-

tive measures can be
applied to them,” added
Torebayev.

The forum is the out-
come of increased coopera-
tion between the two par-
ties following the visit to
Kabul in April by Kazak-
hstan’s Serik Zhumangarin,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Trade and
Integration.

ARCS Deputy President meets
SG of Qatar Red Crescent

KABUL (Agencies): The
Deputy President of Afghan
Red Crescent Society
(ARCS) Mullah Nooruddin
Nouri met with Faisal
Mohammad al-Eamdi,
Secretary General of the
Qatar Red Crescent
Society, in Doha and dis-
cussed humanitarian aid to
vulnerable  people in |
Afghanistan.

According to a statement
from  ARCS, Mullah
Nooruddin Nouri talked
about humanitarian needs
in Afghanistan, including
climate change, limited
access to drinking water,
health services, and food
aid.

Faisal Mohammad al-
Hamdi promised that he

lg.

l\!g 8 8

w1ll share the humanitari-
an needs in Afghanistan
with other charity organi-
zations and work to

.L“

encourage the delivery of
humanitarian aid to the
war-torn country.

The Secretary General of

Dibe

::./

Qatar Red Crescent assured
of his country’s compre-
hensive cooperation with
the people of Afghanistan.

‘Specialist physicians’ presence
nominal in Takhar hospitals’

TALOQAN (Pajhwok):
Some private hospitals in
northern Takhar province
have started deceiving
common people by adver-
tising the names of
famous specialist physi-
cians as if they are work-
ing in these hospitals
while in reality they are
not present.

Local residents com-
plained the names of these
physicians were written
on the posters of the pri-
vate hospital while in
reality they are not work-
ing in the hospital and
even not present in the
province.

Paiman Hamdar, the
resident of Talogan City,
said people were in bad
economic condition, they
transfer the sick family
members with difficulty
and a long distance to
reach a hospital but pri-
vate hospitals have certain
tricks to deceive common
people.

“The names of experi-
enced and professional
doctors are written on the
boards and plaques of
some private hospitals,
but when patients visit,
they sadly find that the
doctor whose name is
written on the hospital
plaque is not present and
another person is examin-
ing and  prescribing
patients using his name,”

he said

Hamdard termed the
situation terrible and said
physicians are not avail-
able but their names are
written on the signboard
meant that they are
involved in business not
in service of the masses.
He urged public health
authorities to take imme-
diate action against such
practices.

Sabahuddin, another
Talogan resident who has
a patient, said it is sum-
mer and more people,
including children and
elders get sick adding that
the none-availability of
specialist doctors caused
disturbance to them.

He alleged doctors in
some private hospital are
unable to determine the
cause of illness and just
written medicines which
cost the patient.

He claimed: “From the
past six months, I have
been visiting some physi-
cians in one of the private
hospitals but I have not
been able to see the doctor
whose name is written on
the signboard outside, but
another person using the
name of specialist doctor
are available.”

He also asked relevant
authorities to address the
issue.

Civil Society Activist
Asadullah Taimour said

doctors have responsibili-
ty to serve the people but
unfortunately some doc-
tors deceived the masses
and preferred their busi-
ness instead of serving
humanity.

He also said the sign-
boards of some private
hospitals including the
names of specialist and
renowned doctors but in
reality these individuals
were not present to serve
the patients.

Responsible persons
from private hospital were
not available to comment
on the disuse despite sev-
eral contact established by
Pajhwok Afghan News
reporter.

But a well-placed
source at one of the pri-
vate hospital acknowl-
edged to Pajhwok Afghan
News that some physi-
cians are not present in
Takhar to serve people in
private hospital but their
names still existed on the
signboards, these physi-
cians are in Kabul or in
foreign countries.

The source named
some doctors such as Dr.
Farid Perzada, Dr.
Qayoum  Sadad, Dr.
Paktash, Dr. Ghafori, Dr.
Engila Azemi, Dr. Sabour
Sabir who are not residing
in Takar but their names
were still available on the
signboards.

Pajhwok Afghan News
was also unable to estab-
lish contact with these

physicians.
But Dr. Shafiullah
Ayan, a health affairs

expert, said the absence of
doctors whose names are
available on signboards
was a huge challenge in
the province.

He said this led to the
trust defecate between
doctors and patients and
created several problems
for the patients.

He suggested physi-
cians not physically avail-
able in a hospital should
remove their names from
the signboard or poster of
that hospital so that their
names are not used to
deceive masses.

Atiqullah Qanit, deputy
head of the Public Health
Department, said com-
plaints regarding the nom-
inal presence of specialist
doctors received to them
and pledge strict legal
action against private hos-
pital that deceive common
people.

He said the absence of
a doctor from a hospital
for a short time or tempo-
rally was not a serious
problem adding that per-
manent absence of a
physician will be monitor
by the Public Health
Monitoring Committee
and will be questioned.




The

Senate refers Official Secrets
(Amend) Bill to standing
committee amid opposition

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): After
fierce opposition from parliamentari-
ans, Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani
on Wednesday referred the Official
Secrets (Amendment) Bill 2023 to its
relevant standing committee for
debate in order to reach a consensual
decision over the matter.

The bill was tabled by Federal Law
Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar in the
upper house of parliament. The bill,
however, saw strong opposition from
the treasury and the opposition
benches in the house. The former rul-
ing party Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), the ruling alliance Pakistan
Democratic Movement’s component
party Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) and the National Party
opposed the bill in the Senate.

Pakistan Peoples Party’s (PPP)
senior leader and former Senate
chairman Raza Rabbani and Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz’s (PML-N)
Afnan Ullah Khan also voiced
against the proposed amendments to
the Official Secrets Act 1923. The
members were also demanding of the
Senate chairman to reject the bill
immediately. “Who had allowed ter-
rorists to settle again in Pakistan’

Addressing the upper house of par-
liament, Finance Minister Senator
Ishaq Dar said: “We need to intro-
spect as to how terrorism is again on
the rise in Pakistan.” Terrorism, he
added, should be eliminated to make
Pakistan a cradle of peace. The finan-
cial czar also questioned as to who
had allowed terrorists to settle again
in Pakistan. He urged Chairman
Sanjrani to arrange a detailed in-cam-
era briefing from the Interior
Ministry so that a comprehensive and
effective plan can be chalked out to
fight terrorism.

PPP leader and former prime min-
ister Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani said the
National Security Committee should

brief the House over the security situ-
ation in the country. He said joint
efforts are needed to fully defeat the
menace of terrorism. On his part,
Senator Haji Hidayat Ullah said per-
petrators of the Bajaur terrorist attack
should be taken to task to set an
example.

Senator Dost Muhammad Khan
demanded of the federal government
to announce a compensation package
for the victims of the Bajaur incident.

At this, the finance minister
assured to take up the matter of
announcing compensation for the vic-
tims of the Bajaur attack with the
prime minister and at the cabinet
level. Speaking on the occasion,
Jamaat-e-Islami Senator Mushtaq
Ahmad said it is the responsibility of
the federal and provincial authorities
as well as the security agencies to
protect the life and liberty of the citi-
zens.

He also demanded that the govern-
ment should announce compensation
for the victims of the Bajaur incident.
He proposed that an in-camera ses-
sion of parliament should be held to
discuss the matter and to evolve a
comprehensive strategy to fight ter-
rorism. A day earlier, the outgoing
government get the bill passed
through the National Assembly. The
bill seeking to amend the law was
tabled in the house by Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Murtaza Javed
Abbasi.

The statement of objects and rea-
sons of the bill says that it is impera-
tive to amend the Official Secrets Act
1923 and make it more effective in
view of the changing social milieu to
ensure the safety and security of offi-
cial documents.

According to a new insertion 2(A)
in Section 11 of the Official Secrets
Act 1923, notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act or in any other

law for the time being in future, the
intelligence agencies, may at any
time, can enter and search a place or
a person without warrant, and if nec-
essary, by use of force and seize any
document, sketch, plan, model, arti-
cle, note, weapon, ammunition, elec-
tronic or modern device or anything
of like nature, or anything which is or
can be evidence of any offence com-
mitted, or suspecting of been commit-
ted under this Act.

Another insertion 12A says that
under this Act, the investigation offi-
cer shall be an officer of the FIA not
below the rank of BPS-17 or equiva-
lent, and he shall be designated by the
FIA director general. If the DG deems
necessary, he may appoint a Joint
Investigation Team consisting of offi-
cers of intelligence agencies as he
may appoint.

The JIT, according to the bill, will
complete its inquiry within 30 days.
The case, if relates to civil espionage,
will be investigated by the FIA or JIT.
However, according to an amend-
ment in Clause b of Section 12, the
punishment for an offence has been
reduced from 14 to 10 years. The
amendment clause says other than an
offence punishable with imprison-
ment for a term which may extend to
ten years, shall be a cognisable and
bailable offence.

Earlier, Maulana Abdul Akbar
Chitrali protested the introduction
and passage of the bill in haste on
the same day even without provi-
sion of its copies to members.
However, copies of the bill in the
English language were distributed
among the members immediately.
Chitrali said that it was also a vio-
lation of the Constitution that
copies of the bill in Urdu language
were not distributed and the same
has been happening for the last few
days.

Imran again

PTI expels Raja Riaz,

Frontier Post

skips hearing

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP)
Wednesday deferred
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan's indictment in the
contempt case as he failed to
appear before the body yet
again.

The electoral body’s four-
member bench, headed by
Sindh member of the com-
mission  Nisar ~ Ahmad
Durrani, has deferred his
indictment time and again as
he refuses to appear before
them. Khan had attended the
hearing last week for the
first time in the case, which
had started in August of the
previous year. The ECP had
initiated proceedings against
him and two other erstwhile
top party leaders Asad Umar
and Fawad Chaudhry.

They were accused of
allegedly using intemperate
and contemptuous language
against the commission and
chief election commissioner
during their media interac-
tions on various occasions.
During today's hearing,
Khan's counsel, Shoaib
Shaheen appealed before the
bench to allow his client's
exemption from appearance.

At this, a member of the
bench inquired whether
Khan would make it to the
next hearing. To this,
Shaheen said that he would
"try". The advocate

appealed to the bench to fix |
the hearing in September, | %

but the commission's mem-

bers stressed that they would | =

be busy by then.

"We will set a date in
August,” a member said, at
which the counsel said:
"Please allow me to take a
breather." The lawyer
informed the bench that the
PTI chief had to visit the
hospital for his medical
checkup as he had been
appearing before several
courts recently.

The bench, after hearing
the arguments, adjourned
the hearing and said he
would be indicted on August
22. "It is necessary that the
PTTI chief is present before
the bench for his indict-
ment," he said.

Noor Alam and 11 others

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) on Wednesday
terminated the basic mem-
bership of its 13 more lead-
ers for violating the former
ruling party’s discipline
and  policies. Those
expelled include Raja Riaz
— Opposition Leader in
the National Assembly
(NA), MNA Noor Alam
Khan — Chairman Public
Accounts Committee
(PAC), MNA Nuzhat
Pathan, MNA Ramesh
Kumar Vankwani and
MNA Wajiha Qamar.

PTI dissident lawmakers
Rana Muhammad Qasim
Noon, Sardar Riaz
Mehmood Khan Mazari,
Nawab Sher, Makhdoom
Zada Sayed Basit Ahmad
Sultan, Afzal Khan
Dhandla, Abdul Ghaffar
Wattoo, Amir Talal Gopang
and Ahmed Hussain Dilber
Hussain were also kicked
out from the party today,
read a statement shared by
the Imran Khan-led party
on its official Twitter han-
dle.

The leaders were
instructed not to use the
party’s name or designa-

tion in any way.

In addition to this, the
PTI secretary general
served show-cause notices
on ex-MPA from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Malik
Shaukat for attending a
meeting of a newly-estab-
lished party without the
approval of the former rul-
ing party. He was asked to
submit his response within
two days.

Last week, the PTI also
expelled former KP chief
minister Mahmood Khan
after he defected to the for-
mer party leader Pervez

Khattak-led  breakaway
faction, the PTI
Parliamentarians. Several
other PTI leaders including
former KP lawmakers
Wilson Wazeer, Ishtia
Urmar, Igbal Wazeer,

Yaqoob Sheikh and Shafiq
Afridi had also been
expelled from the party.
Khattak, a former close
aide of ex-prime minister
Imran Khan, formed the
PTI Parliamentarians, days
after being thrown out of
the party last month.
Announcing the formation
of the new party, the for-
mer defence minister con-

demned May 9 attacks and
violent protests.

"Our existence is direct-
ly linked to that of
Pakistan. The PTI is now
completely finished in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa," the
former provincial chief
minister, who holds an
important position in the
province's politics, said.
The politician, who served
as the PTI's secretary gen-
eral and chief minister of
KP during the PTI govern-
ment, was also sacked over
his failure to respond to a
“show cause notice” issued
to him.

The PTI remains embat-
tled, with its chairman fac-
ing several cases and a
threat of disqualification
while key party leaders
have parted ways follow-
ing May 9 — the day party
workers wreaked havoc
and attacked army installa-
tions. Some of the former
party members, considered
close to the PTI chief pre-
viously, also dented Khan's
party in Punjab as Jahangir
Tareen, Aleem Khan, and
other people formed the
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
in June.
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hanting slogan against increase of petrol

LAABAD: People c
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Interior Rana Sanaullah during his visit to Iraq.

BAGHDAD: Interior Minister of raq, Abdul Amir Al Shammari welcoming Federal Minister for

Russia strikes
Ukraine’s
Danube port

MOSCOW (Agencies):
Russia attacked Ukraine's
main inland port across the
Danube River  from
Romania on Wednesday,
sending global food prices
higher as it ramps up its use
of force to prevent Ukraine
from exporting grain.

The attacks destroyed
buildings in the port of
Izmail and halted ships in
their tracks as they prepared
to arrive there to load up
with Ukrainian grain in
defiance of a de-facto
blockade Russia reimposed
in  mid-July. Ukrainian
Deputy Prime Minister
Oleksandr Kubrakov said
the Russian drone attacks
damaged almost 40,000
tons of grains, which had
been destined for countries
in Africa, as well as China
and Israel.

"Russian terrorists have
once again attacked ports,
grain, global food security,"
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy said on
Telegram. Russian state
news agency RIA said the
port and grain infrastructure
hit at the port was housing
foreign mercenaries and
military hardware and a
naval ship repair yard had
also been targeted. Reuters
was not able to verify the
report. Video released by
the Ukrainian authorities
showed firefighters on lad-
ders battling a blaze several
storeys high in a building
covered with broken win-
dows. Several other large
buildings were in ruins, and
grain spilled out of at least
two wrecked silos.

There were no reports of
casualties, Odesa region
governor Oleh Kiper wrote
in a post on the Telegram
messaging app.
Commercial ship tracking
data showed dozens of
international ships halting
and dropping anchor at the
mouth of the Danube, many
of them registered to arrive
in Izmail from the Black
Sea in an apparent bid to
open a breach in Russia's
blockade. The port, across
the river from Nato-mem-
ber Romania, is the main
alternative route out of
Ukraine for grain exports,
since Russia's blockade

¢ | halted traffic at Ukraine's
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prices,

\f/| Black Sea ports in mid-July.

Two industry sources
told Reuters operations at
the port were suspended.
Seaport authority head
said on
Facebook that repair work
had already begun and the
port infrastructure contin-
ued to operate. Chicago
wheat prices rose by nearly
five per cent following the
attack and were still up
1.8pc at over $6.63 a bushel
as of 1325 GMT on concern
about a hit to global sup-
plies. Ukraine is one of the
world's top grain exporters.
Russia has attacked its agri-
cultural and port infrastruc-
ture for more than two
weeks, since refusing to
extend an agreement that
had lifted its war-time
blockade of Ukrainian ports
last year.

PTT’s parliamentarians’ writs

PHC orders Senator
Aurangzeb to appear

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
High Court (PHC) has
stopped arrested Senator
Aurangzeb Orakzai under
section 3 of Maintenance of
Public Order (3MPO) and
ordered him to appear
before court on 10th
August, on Tuesday.

PHC’s divisional com-
prising of Justice Ishtiaq
Ibrahim and Sahibzada
Asadullah heard writ peti-
tion of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Senator while
Adnan Aman advocate
appeared on behalf of peti-
tioner. The counsel argued
that Deputy Commissioner
Orakzai has issued order
under 3MPO for arrest of
Senator Aurangzeb in con-
nection to 9th& 10th May
PTI’s protests despite the
petitioner was aboard.

Once again Senator
Aurangzeb Orakzai visited
Dubai from 21st to 26th
June while DC has issued
order for his arrest on 3rd
July despite he was aboard
and it expected the PTI’s
senator will be took into
custody on his arrival, the
argued. The  counsel

requested to stop his arrest-
ed because petitioner is a
Senator and as a law-abid-
ing citizen will surrender
willing before court of law
because Senator Aurangzeb
Orakzai is victim of politi-
cal victimization.

PHC has stopped arrest-
ed of Senator Aurangzeb
Orakzai and ordered him to
appeared before court on
10th August after conclu-
sion of initial arguments
while adjourned further
hearing.

Meanwhile, PHC has
stopped  Anti-corruption
Establishment for final
decision against father
PTI’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
president  Ali Amin
Gandapur named Major
(retired) Amin Ullah and
ordered to submit report in
this regard. The counsel
argued that Anti-corruption
Establishment has issued
notice to PTI’s provincial
president  Ali Amin
Gandapur (son of petition-
er) regarding illegal trans-
fer of 30 Marla land in Dera
Ismail Khan.

However, Muhammad
Amin has purchased a
house from Tahir Amin

while it is under trial at
civil court because
Shafiullah has challenged
the ownership of 30 Marla
home, the counsel added.

In the meantime, Anti-
corruption has initiated a
case against Ali Amin
Gandapur in 2023 on
ground of said disputed
property despite the fact
that it was purchased PTI’s
president father Amin
Ullah thorough registry,
the counsel informed. The
counsel argued to declare
Anti-corruption’s case null
and void due to lack of
jurisdiction because the
case is under proceedings
in civil court but the
inquiry is initiated for
political victimization.

Assistant Advocate
General Danyal Asad
Chamkani argued that
inquiry is under proceeding
but neither the petitioner
nor Ali Amin Gandapur
joined the inquiry, in the
meantime, PHC has order
them to join the probe and
stopped  Anti-corruption
Establishment from final
decision while adjourned
further hearing till 24th
August.

Toshakhana case: SC asks
Imran to wait for IHC verdict

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
With no immediate relief in
sight in the Toshkhana case,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan was Wednesday
turned away by the
Supreme Court, which
asked him to await a verdict
from the Islamabad High
Court, as he sought a stay
on the case's trial.

Khan requested a halt to
the proceedings until both
the SC and the high court
issued their respective deci-
sions. The three-member
bench hearing the case, led
by Justice Yahya Afridi and
comprising Justice
Mazahar Ali Naqvi and
Justice Musarat Hilali,
made these remarks during
the hearing of Khan's peti-
tion against the Toshakhana
case.

Justice Yahya Afridi,
when  addressing PTI
chief's counsel Khawaja
Haris, said the SC will take
up the case once the high
court has issued an order.
"We believe that the high
court can issue a better
order than us. It is possible
that it will give the order to
stop the trial tomorrow," he
said.

Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has fixed Imran
Khan'’s appeal for a hearing
on August 3, challenging
the maintainability of the
Toshakhana case. Justice
Afridi told PTI's lawyers
that the plea was ineffec-
tive, yet the court heard and
gave an order. "First, let the

high court decide, then the
case will be filed in the
Supreme Court."
Meanwhile, the apex court
issued a notice to the
Election Commission of
Pakistan officials pertain-
ing to the case, while
adjourning the hearing of
the PTI chief’s petition till
August 4.

The SC judge said that
the supervisory jurisdiction
of the trial courts is that of
the high court and the SC
will schedule the case for
hearing after receiving the
order from the high court.
Justice Yahya, asking the
PTI lawyer, said what more
does he want, as the court
had already given relief to
Khan. "It is surprising that
you still approached the
Supreme  Court,”  he
remarked. Haris, on the
other hand, questioned the
jurisdiction of the case.
"The statement of Section
342 has been recorded in
the trial court. The trial
court has ordered to present
the list of witnesses today,"
he said.

He added that the trial
court will consider the trial
completed if the list of wit-
nesses 1is not provided
today. "The court should
order to stop the trial until
the decision of the cases in
the SC and the IHC."
Responding to his request,
Justice Afridi said that no
request for an injunction
has been made. "It would
be better if you think now
and file an application for

injunction,” he told the
counsel, informing him
about the possibility of
relief from the IHC rather
than the apex court.

"We cannot interfere in
the proceedings of the trial
court at this time. How can
we hear the case when the
Islamabad High Court has
not given any order?"
Justice Afridi questioned
Haris. "You approached the
Supreme Court without an
order... let the high court
decide first," he reiterated.

Responding to the judge,
Harris said Khan has
approached the SC because
the high court has not
issued a stay in the case.
Last week, too, the SC
rejected Khan's plea seek-
ing a stay on the trial court's
proceedings in the
Toshakhana case. During
today's hearing, Justice
Yahya Afridi of the two-
member SC bench
remarked that the apex
court will not interfere in
the trial court's matters in
the Toshakhana case.

PTI chief's lawyer Haris
informed the court that
there are multiple petitions
— related to the jurisdic-
tion of the trial court and
transfer of the Toshakhana
case — pending in the high
court. The former prime
minister, the first to be
voted out of office through
a no-trust vote last year in
April, had approached the
top court after being denied
relief from the Islamabad
High Court (IHC).
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by the CPEC, the Naval chief said the
upgradation of Karachi Shipyard
would be key to improving Pakistan's
self-reliance, through the government
was also striving to develop another
shipyard in Gwadar.

He also appreciated the dedication
and hard work of the workers and
engineers and congratulated al the
stakeholders for achieving the mile-
stone. Turkish Deputy Defense
Minister Celal Sami, in his remarks
the MILGEM project was the mani-
festation of exemplary bilateral rela-
tions.

Calling for enhancing the bilateral
trade volume, the deputy minister
said Turkiye was ready to take part in
building Jinnah Class Frigate.
Managing Director of Karachi
Shipyard and Engineering Works
Rear Admiral Salman Ilyas said the
project  showed  technological

improving the maritime defence.

He said the MILGEM was capable
to carry out a variety of naval opera-
tions. He said the Karachi Shipyard
was is fully equipped to undertake
multiple projects and was in the
process of building the indigenously
designed gunboat and Jinnah Class
frigate, besides contributing to the
water supply project for Karachi.
Federal ministers Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Ahsan Igbal, Syed Naveed
Qamar and Israr Tareen, Sindh
Governor Kamran Tessori and Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah also
attended the ceremony.

Pakistan, Turkiye agree to
maintain close coordination for
improved ties: Pakistan and
Turkiye on Wednesday agreed to
continue close coordination and
engagement through well-estab-
lished bilateral mechanisms to con-
tinue with the upwards trajectory of

relations were discussed in a meet-
ing between Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and visiting Turkish
Vice President Cevdet Yilmaz, after
they jointly launched PNS Tariq
Corvette.

The two leaders discussed wide-
ranging issues encompassing bilateral
relations, the regional situation and
other areas of mutual interest.
Appreciating the strong bilateral
cooperation, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif stressed the importance of
transforming the brotherly relations
into mutually rewarding trade and
economic ties. He underscored the
importance of enhancing people-to-
people contacts and joint collabora-
tions in R&D, IT, energy, infrastruc-
ture, food security, tourism and min-
ing sectors.

Facilitating business community,
resolution of their issues among
govt's priorities: Prime Minister

Wednesday said that provision of
facilities to the business community
and resolution of their issues were
among the top priorities of the gov-
ernment.

During a meeting with a delegation
of Karachi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI) led by its
President Tariq Yousaf and Chief
Executive  Officer of Trade
Development  Authority  Zubair
Motiwala, the prime minister lauded
the contribution of traders in address-
ing the economic issues of the coun-
try, the PM Office Media Wing said
in a press release. Sindh Governor
Kamran Tissori and Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah, federal minis-
ters Syed Naveed Qamar, Syed
Ameenul Haque, Ahsan Igbal, Eng.
Khurram Dastagir Khan and Musadiq
Malik, special assistants Tariq Bajwa,
Tariq Pasha and Jahanzaib Khan,
State Bank governor, FBR chairman

ed the meeting.

The prime minister maintained
that the incumbent government had
taken steps for the creation of busi-
ness friendly environment in the
country and had set up a project of
generating 10,000MW of solar power
in which the foreign investors were
showing keen interest. He also wel-
comed the suggestions regarding
equitable distribution of electricity
and gas.

With constitution of the Special
Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC), he said, huge foreign invest-
ment would be secured. The prime
minister, during the meeting, direct-
ed the State Bank and Federal Board
of Revenue to resolve the business
community's issues with their coop-
eration. He assured that the govern-
ment would provide electricity to
the traders in Karachi at similar
rates. On the occasion, Chief

Development Authority and traders'
leader Zubair Motiwala submitted
proposals for the resolution of the
business community's problems and
praised the prime minister for the
resolution of their issues.

PM congratulates Talal,
Daniyal: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday felici-
tated Talal Chaudhry and Daniyal
Aziz on expiry of their five-year dis-
qualification term awarded to them
under separate contempt of court pro-
ceedings. On his Twitter handle, the
prime minister thanked Allah
Almighty and said that darkness of
negative acts taken by a clique, who
worked against progress and prosper-
ity of Pakistan, had been ending.

The prime minister lauded their
steadfastness and loyalty with PML-
N leader Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
and their fortitude to brace all the
ordeals.
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