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Mansha Bomb remanded

LAHORE (PPI): A court in Lahore
handed over accused Mansha Bomb to
police on four-day physical remand on
Saturday. Earlier, the court reserved its
ruling on the physical remand of
Mansha Bomb in connection with a
case relating to illegal possession of
government plots and assault and firing
on officers of Lahore Development
Authority (LDA). Judicial Magistrate
Model Town heard the case.

3 die in gas cylinder blast

SUKKUR (PPI): Three people died in a
gas cylinder blast at an LPG shop in
Sukkur on Saturday. According to details,
a total of nine people were injured in the
incident in Sukkur. The three injured
including 7-year-old Sheharyar, Jameel
and Naeem were shifted to the hospital
but had lost their lives during the treat-
ment. The injured were shifted to the
Gambat Institute of Medical Sciences,
Sukkur as there was no burn center near. 
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NEW YORK: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq addressing a press conference.

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: security
forces conducted an intelli-
gence based operation in
general area Mir Ali, North
Waziristan District. 

During conduct of oper-
ation, intense fire exchange
took place between own

troops and terrorists. Own
troops effectively engaged
terrorists' location. 

However, during the
operation, Sepoy Shakeel
Shafqat (age 21 years, resi-
dent of District Khanewal),
having fought gallantly,
embraced Shahadat.

Sanitization of the area is
being carried out to elimi-
nate any terrorist found in
the area. Security forces of
Pakistan are determined to
eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism and such sacrifices
of our brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve.

Sepoy embraced Shahadat

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court has
fixed for hearing the post-
arrest bail plea filed by PTI
Chairman Imran Khan in the
cipher case, in which he is
currently incarcerated at the
Attock jail, it emerged on
Saturday. The court will take
up the petition on Sep 25
(Monday), and IHC Chief
Justice Aamer Farooq will
preside over the proceed-
ings.

The court has issued a
notice to the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
to present arguments in the
case. Imran had approached
the IHC after the special
court — established to hear
cases filed under the Official
Secrets Act — rejected the
ex-premier’s plea seeking
the same. The cipher case
pertains to a diplomatic doc-
ument which reportedly
went missing from Imran’s
possession. The PTI alleges
that it contained a threat
from the United States to

oust Imran from power.
Imran and former for-

eign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi had
been attending hearings in
the case, while PTI leader
Asad Umar’s and former
principal secretary Azam
Khan’s involvement was
supposed to be determined
during the course of the
investigation. While Umar
was granted pre-arrest bail
last week, Imran and
Qureshi were denied post-
arrest bail, and their judi-
cial remand — which was
extended — will complete
on September 26.

Imran had on Sep 16 filed
the petition, a copy of which
is available, through his
lawyer Barrister Salman
Safdar. The state and Interior
Ministry Secretary Yousuf
Naseem Khokar are respon-
dents in the case. The peti-
tion urged the IHC to grant
Imran post-arrest bail till the
final disposal of the cipher
case “to meet the ends of
justice”.

The plea claimed that

nearly 200 criminal cases
have been filed against the
former premier, out of which
“almost 40 cases are [on]
charges of corruption, mur-
der, sedition, mutiny, foreign
funding, NAB (National
Accountability Bureau) ref-
erence and Toshakhana ref-
erence”. It argued that the
PTI chief could not avail
remedy under section 498
(power to direct admission
to bail or reduction of bail)
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC).

The petition alleged that
the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) operated at
the behest of the then interi-
or ministry. It added that the
matter of the case not being
registered by the foreign
ministry had gone unnoticed
by Special Judge Abual
Hasnat Zulqarnain. “Never
before, history has witnessed
the ‘arrest’ and ‘prosecution’
of a former prime minister
(Imran) and a former foreign
minister (Qureshi) under this
law (Secrets Act),” the plea
stated.

IHC to hear Imran’s bail
plea in cipher case on 25th

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Chair-
man Pakistan Peoples
Party, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has constituted
Parliamentary boards in
four provinces which will
recommend Party tickets
for candidates in the forth-
coming general elections.
Divisional and district
presidents will also be
invited for consultation in
these provincial election
boards. 

According to the notifi-
cation issued by the
Secretary General of
Pakistan Peoples Party,
Syed Nayyer Hussain
Bokhari, the board formed
for Central Punjab consists
of Raja Parvaiz Ashraf,
Rana Farooq Saeed Khan,
Syed Hasan Murtaza,
Shahzad Saeed Cheema,
Amir Fida Paracha,
Arangzeb S. Barki, Beelam
Hasnain, Chaudhry Aslam
Gill, Chaudhry Manzoor
Ahmed, Chaudhry Zaka
Ashraf, Ghulam Fareed
Kathia, Makhdoom Faisal
Saleh Hayat, Nayyer H

Dar, Qamar Zaman Kaira,
Qasim Zia, Tasneem
Ahmad Qureshi and
Samina Khalid Gurkhi.

The board formed for
South Punjab includes
Makhdoom Syed Ahmed
Mehmood, Natasha
Doulatana, Nawabzada
Iftikhar Ahmad Khan, Syed
Yusuf Raza Gilani,
Makhdoom Shahabuddin
and Shazia Abid.

While in the board
formed for Sindh, Nisar
Ahmad Khoro, Syed Waqar
Mehdi, Ajiz Dhamra, Abdul
Latif Ansari, Abdul Qadir
Patel, Farooq H. Naik, Hari
Ram Kishori Lal,
Islamuddin Shaikh, Jam
Mehtab Dahar, Jameel
Ahmed Soomro,
Makhdoom Jameel-uz-
Zaman, Manzoor Hussain
Wassan, Moula Bakhsh
Chandio, Mian Raza
Rabbani, Mir Ijaz Khan
Jakhrani, Mukesh Kumar
Chawla, Syed Murad Ali
Shah, Dr. Nafisa Shah,
Nawab Muhammad Yusuf
Talpur, Pir Mazhar-ul-Haq,
Rukhsana Zuberi, Saeed

Ghani, Salim Mandviwala,
Shazia Atta Marri, Sherry
Rehman, Syed Khursheed
Ahmed Shah, Syed Naveed
Qamar, Syed Qaim Ali
Shah, Taj Haider and
Shagufta Jumani are
included.

The board formed for
Balochistan consists of Mir
Changez Khan Jamali, Rozi
Khan Kakar, Sarbuland
Khan Jogezai, Haji Ali
Madad Jattak, Mir Baz Khan
Khetran, Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani, Sabir Baloch
and Ghazala Golu.

According to the notifi-
cation, Syed Muhammad
Ali Shah Bacha, Shuja
Khan, Amjad Khan Afridi,
Anwar Saifullah Khan,
Azam Khan Afridi,
Barrister Masood Kausar,
Begum Shahzadi Salman,
Farhatullah Babar, Faisal
Karim Kundi, Humayun
Khan, Najam-ud-Din
Khan, Sardar Ali Khan,
Syed Akhunzada Chattan
and Rubina Khalid are
included in the board
formed for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

PPP constitutes boards for
recommending Party tickets

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra)
allowed state-run power distribution
companies (Discos) and K-Electric to
increase electricity rates by Rs3.28
per unit for the next six months, start-
ing from October 2023 to March
2024. 

All the consumers will be charged
an extra Rs3.28 per unit on account of
the fourth quarterly adjustments for
FY23 (April-June 2023). This
increase has been made due to the
variation in capacity charges,
Variable O&M, additional recovery
on incremental sales, Use of System

Charges, Market Operator Fee, and
fuel charge adjustment (FCA) impact
on transmission and distribution
(T&D) losses.

All Discos and K-Electric will col-
lect nearly Rs183 billion (including
GST) from power in these six months.
Excluding GST, the Discos collection
stands at Rs135.58 billion and the K-
Electric will charge up to Rs20 bil-
lion. Interestingly, of this collection
(without GST), over Rs130 billion is
for paying capacity charges to
Independent Power Producers (IPPs).

It should be noted that no quarter-
ly adjustments would be passed on to
Bl, B2, B3 and B4 industrial con-
sumers to the extent of incremental

sales till the continuation of the pack-
age, in line with the Authority’s deci-
sion of December 01, 2020. On
August 24, 2023, Nepra held a public
hearing on the petition filed by the
companies. 

Representative of the Ministry of
Energy during the hearing submitted
that the proposed quarterly adjust-
ment may be recovered from con-
sumers in a period of six months in
order to minimise the impact on con-
sumers. The ministry said that the
impact would be around Rs3.55 per
unit instead of Rs6.20 per unit if
passed on to consumers over a period
of six months instead of three
months.

Nepra okays electricity price hike

Jalil Afridi

WASHINGTON DC: White House
Spokesperson, Karine Pierre while
referring to the Sikh citizen killing in
Canada, supposedly by an Indian
Diplomat said that “we are deeply
concerned about it” and that “Canada
and US are regularly in touch with
each other on important issues.”

It is pertinent to mention here that
White House National Security
Spokesperson, John Kirby gave a
similar reply yesterday when he was
asked about this developing story, in
which so far Canada has expelled one

Indian diplomat and as a tit for tat
action, Indian Embassy in Canada has
stopped issuing visas to the Canadian
Indian citizens. 

According to India media the
deceased Sikh Canadian citizen was
supposedly involved in raising and
supporting the “Khalistan” issue,
which pertains to Sikhs of India
wanting to have a separate country
for themselves. Canadian media and
officials on the other hand are of the
opinion that how dare another coun-
try’s official organize, plot and exe-
cute a murder on their land and of

their citizen. 
The Canadian argument is defi-

nitely supported by the majority of
the first world countries but at the
same time this incident has raised
many eye brows around the world
about embassies or individuals work-
ing in embassies being hand in gloves
with local gangsters and mafias.
When asked about Israel and Saudi
Arabia,Karine once again empha-
sized President Biden’s argument that
with out Palestine, talks with Israel
and Saudi relations will not bare any
fruits.

White House deeply concerned
about Sikh killing in Canada

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Caretaker Fed-
eral Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi said on
Saturday that as per the
Constitution, the country's
affairs would be run by its
elected representatives.

Addressing a press con-
ference on the occasion of
his visit to Karachi Press
Club, the minister said that
the Election Commission of
Pakistan ( ECP) was respon-
sible for conducting free,
fair, transparent and impar-
tial elections under Article
218(3) of the Constitution.
Principal Information
Officer Muhammad Asim
Khichi was also present on
the occasion. He said that
the caretaker government
would play its full role in
holding free and fair elec-
tions.

The minister said that
delimitation of constituen-

cies would be completed by
November 30 and after that,
the final date of the election
would also be given.
Terming Karachi Press Club
as his old home, he said it
has been an important front
in the evolution of democra-
cy in the country. He said
that Karachi Press Club had
a historical status and its
role in the freedom of
expression, knowledge and
people's right to rule was
praiseworthy. 

The minister said that
working class and
oppressed people of
Pakistan also come to
Karachi Press Club and
explain their pains and suf-
ferings. Murtaza Solangi
said that he was aware of the
hardships suffered by the
journalists as there were
problems related to their
jobs. He said that the current
caretaker government was a
constitutional and legal gov-

ernment under Article 224
of the Constitution and dur-
ing its tenure, injustice can-
not be done to journalists.

He said that measures
would be taken together
with the Principal
Information Officer to solve
the problems of journalists.
In response to a question,
the caretaker Federal
Minister for Information
said that the ECP had
announced holding of elec-
tions in the last week of
January. He said that the
caretaker government
would help the Election
Commission in every way
and all the requirements of
the ECP would be fulfilled. 

In response to a question
about the prices of petrole-
um products, the caretaker
federal minister of informa-
tion said that the prices of
petroleum products were
determined by the prices in
the world market.

Country’s affairs to be run by
people’s representatives: Solangi

NEW YORK (APP): Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Friday said that the gruesome murder
of Khalistan Movement Sikh leader
in Canada had jolted the West that
raised serious questions about the
role of Indian state. 

Addressing a presser at the
Pakistan Mission, the prime minister
said that Pakistan had been a victim
of such state-sponsored terrorism and
shared evidences of 'Pakistan centric'
at different global and multilateral
fora about the role of Indian state. He
said that it might be the first of its
kind event probably after the First
World War that an Asian country
staged a physical murder on the
European soil and its impacts were
being felt across the Western coun-
tries who now realized how India was
persecuting its minorities like
Christians, Sikhs and Muslims. 

The prime minister opined that an
alliance should be formed to check
such 'rough behaviour' of India. To
another question, he said that he also
held meetings with different business
bodies in the US that showed inter-
ests in the economic revival plans in
Pakistan, including privatization and
SIFC. He also termed his discussion
with the IMF Managing Director very
constructive, adding that she hoped
that the upcoming mandated govern-
ment would carry on the economic
plan.

To a query, he said that the care-
taker government had conducted
administrative intervention against
the sugar and wheat mafias with
effective measures. There was no
dearth of the commodities in the
country as different edible items were
readily available, however, prices of

certain commodities were linked with
the international prices, he added.
The prime minister said that the care-
taker government was striving to pro-
vide relief to the masses. 

The IMF was very appreciative of
the interim government's steps over
illegal trade of dollars, he added. The
IMF did not demand anything, rather
the caretaker government was giving
them a confidence and would abide
by the agreements, he said, adding
that the upcoming elected govern-
ment would further negotiate with the
International Monetary Fund (MF)
according to its manifesto. About
Afghanistan, the prime minister said
that they had multifaceted engage-
ments with the Afghan interim gov-
ernment and hoped the outcome of
those engagements would be benefi-
cial for the two countries. 

Responding to a question, he said
that Pakistan would take all steps to
protect its territory and people when-
ever any need arose. He further said
that Pakistan respected the territorial
sovereignty and integrity of
Afghanistan. About Pak-US ties, he
said that they had very constructive
historic relations which would be fur-
ther strengthened. The Pakistani dias-
pora was contributing in the United
States and playing their role in the
community building. 

The prime minister stressed that
Pakistan had an exclusive identity
and it should be seen through the
prism of it rather than any other
regional or other contexts. About his
meeting with Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi, PM Kakar said that
they had discussed the mutual priori-
ties and held beneficial negotiations.
The prime minister said that the State

of Pakistan effectively responded to
the Jaranwala incident. Contrarily,
the Indian state acted as a spectator
rather an accomplice in the Manipur
violence in which hundreds of people
were killed.

PM Kakar said he as well as the
current Chief Justice of Pakistan vis-
ited Jaranwala and tried to mitigate
the situation. The Army Chief also
took a public position on the issue. To
a question, he said the Election
Commission of Pakistan was mandat-
ed to hold the general elections and
the final date would be announced
soon. He said all the registered politi-
cal parties had the right to take part in
the polls as the ECP did not ban any
party from the process.

He assured that the caretaker gov-
ernment would carry out fair treat-
ment to all the political parties.
Rubbishing the notion of any victim-
isation, the prime minister said any-
one involved in the violence against
the state would be dealt with under
the law of the land as Pakistan was a
sovereign state.

He said Pakistan wanted construc-
tive engagement with Russia and
both the countries had immense
potential of enhanced economic
cooperation. However, he said,
Pakistan did not favour military solu-
tion to any conflict and instead advo-
cated dialogue for settlement. Prime
Minister Kakar said that persecution
of Muslims being carried out in the
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir (IIOJK) was aptly described
as "genocide", which he also men-
tioned in his address at the United
Nations General Assembly. 

Murder of Sikh
leader in Canada

jolts West: PM
— Bringing economic stability, govt’s foremost priority

Nawaz to
hold rally

after return
F.P. Report

LAHORE: Self-exiled for-
mer three-time premier
Mian Nawaz Sharif has
finally decided to return to
Pakistan as per his already
announced schedule of
October 21. Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) bigwigs held an
important consultation
meeting to discuss the legal
and administrative matters
of the party's supremo
Mian Nawaz Sharif's return
at the London office.

After the meeting, PML-
N President Shehbaz Sharif
talked to the media and
announced that they had
completed the consultation
about the return of Mian
Nawaz Sharif on Oct 21.
Shehbaz said the issues of
Nawaz Sharif's return to
Pakistan were finalized and
the journey of development
of the country will start
from where it stopped in
2017 when he was ousted
from premiership. Shahbaz
Sharif told the media per-
sons that legal and adminis-
trative matters were dis-
cussed in today's London
meeting.

He said he will go back
to Pakistan in a few days
while Nawaz Sharif will
arrive in Pakistan on
October 21, where he will
be warmly welcomed.
After reaching Lahore,
Nawaz Sharif will address
a grand public meeting at
Minar Pakistan and
announce the future plan of
action. Shehbaz said during
the last term of Nawaz
Sharif, load shedding was
ended, inflation was
extremely low at 3.5%, and
GDP was at 6%.

Govt
may reduce
petrol price

KARACHI (PPI): Caretaker
Minister for Information
Murtaza Solangi on
Saturday hinted at reducing
the petrol price in the next
fortnight’s review as the
Pakistani rupee gained mas-
sively against the US dollar.

“There are enough
chances that the fuel prices
will come down in the next
announcement,” the minis-
ter said while talking to
media at Karachi Press
Club. Solangi said that the
rupee gained Rs30 to Rs35
against the greenback due to
administrative measures
taken by the caretaker gov-
ernment in the last few days.

On elections, He said that
the interim government will
play its due role in facilitat-
ing the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) for free, fair and
transparent polls in the
country. The minister went
on to say that the govern-
ment was taking various
measures to support eco-
nomic situation of the coun-
try and these measures have
shown results recently in the
decreasing price of dollar.
On Sept 15, the government
made a massive hike in
petrol and diesel prices after
making tall claims of pro-
viding relief to the masses.
A massive hike of Rs26.2
per litre was made on petrol
and the new price would be
Rs331.38 per litre.
Moreover, Rs17.34 was
jacked up on diesel and the
new price would be
Rs329.18 per litre.

SC to hear
Faizabad sit-in

review case
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: According
to the cause list issued on
Saturday by the Supreme
Court for the next week, the
apex court will hear the
Faizabad sit-in review case
on Thursday. The Supreme
Court has issued the roster
for the judges for the coming
week’s cause list for the SC’s
Islamabad principal seat.

According to the cause
list, five cases will be heard
on the SC principal seat. The
Bench 1 will be consisted of
Chief Justice of Pakistan,
Justice Qazi Faez Isa, Justice
Aminuddin and Justice Athar
Minallah.

The Bench 2 will be com-
prising Justice Sardar Tariq
and Justice Musarrat Hilali.
The Bench 3 will be consisted
of Justice Ijazul Ahsan, Justice
Munib Akhtar and Justice
Shahid Waheed. Justice Yahya
Afridi, Justice Mazahar Ali
Akbar Naqvi and Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar will
be the part of the Bench 4. The
Bench 5 will be comprising
Justice Jamal Mandokhel,
Justice Ayesha Malik and
Justice Hassan Azhar Rizvi.

KARACHI: Caretaker Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi addressing a press conference at Press Club.
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KARACHI: Caretaker Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Murtaza Solangi visiting
Arts Council of Pakistan. ––APP Photo

LAHORE: An illuminated view of Justice Sir Shadi Lal building Chief Justice Lahore High Court
(1920-34) near Jain Mandir. ––APP Photo

LAHORE: A loader rickshaw Turn Turtle due to overloaded during passing
through the accumulated water near sabzi mandi in Lahore. ––APP Photo

Solangi visits
Arts Council
of Pakistan,

Karachi
KARACHI (APP): Caretaker
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi on Saturday visited
Arts Council of Pakistan,
Karachi which has been play-
ing a critical role in promoting
the country’s art and culture.

Upon arrival, the minister
was accorded warm welcome
by Arts Council President
Ahmad Shah along with its
staff. The minister lauded the
services rendered by
President of Arts Council
Ahmad Shah for promoting
arts and culture of the country.

The services of the Arts
Council and its President
for promoting the art and
culture were commendable,
Solangi remarked while
visiting various depart-
ments of the council. He
said the Arts Council had
become the largest cultural
institute in the country.

Bird strike
grounds PIA

Flight in Sialkot
ISLAMABAD (NNI): A
bird hit PIA flight PK264 at
Sialkot International Airport.
According to the details, the
flight was coming from Abu
Dhabi to Lahore. The plane
landed at Sialkot airport due
to bad weather.

An hour later, a bird hit
the plane as it took off again.
The pilot made an emer-
gency landing back at the
airport. All three tires of the
plane burst during landing.

The flight landed safely.
After the incident, the
flight was cancelled and the
passengers were sent to
Lahore by road.

CAA divided
into two 
separate

organizations
KARACHI (INP): In order
to divide the Pakistan Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA),
a nine-member committee
has been established.

A notification was
issued according to which,
the Ministry of Aviation’s
Joint Secretary II – Shazia
Rizvi – has been appointed
as the chairperson of the
nine-member committee.

The notification stated
that Vice Air Marshal
Taimoor Iqbal will serve as
the deputy of the commit-
tee, meanwhile, the other
committee members com-
prised of Joint Secretary of
the Ministry of Aviation,
Asif Iqbal, Joint Secretary
of the Ministry of Finance,
Abdul Malik, Deputy
Director General of
Regulatory CAA, Nadir
Shafiq, President of
Aircraft Accident
Investigation Board,
Commodore Mirza Aamir,
Director Finance of CAA,
Saqib Butt, Director of
Aviation Security, Sameer
Saeed, Director of APS,
Sadiqul Rahman, and
Director HR of CAA, Abid
Ali Shah.

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
According to details, fol-
lowing the special orders
of Islamabad Capital City
Police Officer (ICCPO)
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad Capital Police
"Knock the Door" cam-
paign for the registration
of employees and tenants
is in full swing, a public
relations officer said.

He said that, during this
campaign various teams
of Islamabad Capital
Police are going to the
streets and door-to-door to
ensure the registration of
tenants and domestic
workers as well as to

inquire about the prob-
lems faced by the citizens.

In this regard, the
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD)
Islamabad has registered a
data of 211 house servants
of 520 houses from Sumbal
Police Station jurisdiction.

The purpose of this
campaign is to avoid any
untoward incident by
maintaining law and order
in the federal capital
adding that the registra-
tion of tenants and domes-
tic workers could not only
keep a close watch on
miscreants but also pre-
vent the elements

involved in any kind of
suspicious activity.

He said citizens are
also requested that they
can ask for the identity of
a person if someone
dressed in civil clothes
comes to their house in
order to collect the data.

Unregistered employ-
ees and tenants could be
involved in serious inci-
dents like theft and rob-
bery by impersonating as
a common citizen and
Islamabad Capital Police
is trying to provide a safe
environment to the citi-
zens of the federal capital
by using all its resources.

KARACHI (APP): Interim
Federal Minister for
Commerce and Industries
& Production Dr. Gohar
Eijaz on Sunday called on
the Sindh Governor
Mohammed Kamran Khan
Tessori at Governor House
here.

They discussed the
measures to increase indus-

trial production, and con-
tinuous supply of electricity
and gas to industries espe-
cially in the metropolis.

The Sindh Governor said
that the people and industri-
alists were equally worried
about electricity load-shed-
ding and increase in rates.

He said that the econom-
ic development of the coun-

try depended on industrial
activity.

He further said that if
Pakistan’s economic hub
Karachi developed then the
entire country would develop.

The caretaker federal
minister said that the inter-
im government was taking
steps to provide relief to the
industrialists.

LAHORE (INP): The
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Department (CTD) of
Punjab has arrested 13 ter-
rorists belonging to banned
organizations while carrying
out intelligence-based oper-
ations in various cities of the
province, including Lahore.

During the operation in
Lahore, a key commander
of the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan and two of Daesh
(Islamic State) were cap-
tured, officials claimed.

They further said that
five terrorists of the out-
lawed TTP were arrested
from Attock. The officials
further said that activists of

the banned organization
were also arrested from
Rawalpindi, Bahawalpur
and Jhelum.

The CTD officials said
explosive material and
equipment for making sui-
cide jackets were recovered
from the arrested terrorists. 

The officials said cases
have been registered
against those arrested, and
investigations started.

Previously on September
9, the CTD had arrested two
alleged terrorists during
intelligence-based opera-
tions in Rawalpindi and
Gujranwala.

The arrested terrorists

include Isa, said to be a
central member of Daesh or
Islamic State (IS). Officials
said Isa was arrested from
Rawalpindi in an IBO.

A large quantity of
explosive material, detona-
tors, mobile phones and
cash were seized from the
arrested terrorists, they
added. They further said
that cases had been regis-
tered against the terrorists,
and an investigation was
underway.

The CTD officials said
that week, 369 combing
operations were conducted
wherein 52 suspects were
arrested. 

LAHORE (NNI): Punjab
Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi is all set to arrive
Pakistan from China tonight.

His visit remains very
beneficial for increasing
cooperation in bilateral rela-
tions, especially in the fields
of agriculture and industry.

Mohsin Naqvi was the
top trend on Twitter and the
visit was given special
importance and significant
coverage by Chinese media.

During his visit, the CM
inaugurated the Ningxia
International Friendship
States Forum of more than
18 countries.

Mohsin Naqvi is the first
Chief Minister in the histo-
ry of Pakistan to inaugurate
this forum. He delivered a

keynote speech. he laid
emphasis on peace and
prosperity in the region for
a bright future. He
described Pakistan-China
relations as indispensable
for peace.

Sahiwal and Woosung
and Bahawalpur and
Zhongwei are declared sis-
ter cities.to support econo-
my and trade, science and
technology.

The chief minister visit-
ed Ningxia General
Hospital and Medical
University. He got briefing
on solid waste manage-
ment, Safe City cameras,
policing and road infra-
structure in Beijing.

Mohsin Naqvi had an
important meeting with

Communist Party Secretary
Liang Yao Shong in
Yinchuan. A ministerial del-
egation from Punjab partic-
ipated in the 6th China-
Arab Expo in Yinchuan

Provincial Ministers SM
Tanveer, Aamir Mir, Azfar
Ali Nasir, Ibrahim Hasan
Murad, Chief Secretary
Zahid Akhtar Zaman and
Finance Secretary Mujahid
Sher Dil accompanied him.

The CM said that he
invited party secretary of
Ningxia was invited to visit
Punjab and he accepted the
invitation.

The signing of docu-
ments to declare Sahiwal
and Bahawalpur as sister
cities with two Chinese
cities is a great success,

CM Naqvi said. He said in
the light of these agree-
ments, mutual cooperation
will be further promoted.

In the meetings with
Vice Governors of Ningxia,
besides agriculture, irriga-
tion and industry it was
agreed to increase technical
support in the field of infor-
mation technology, said
Mohsen Naqvi.

Ningxia’s health, agri-
culture, agricultural
research, industry, one-win-
dow operation and civic
amenities were observed
during the visit, he said.

Every effort will be
made to ensure that the
people of Punjab benefit
from the outcome of this
visit, said Mohsen Naqvi.

KARACHI (PPI) Former
energy minister Imtiaz
Shaikh has said Sindh is pro-
viding cheaper electricity to
centre but latter supplies
expensive energy to the peo-
ple of the province. Former
energy minister commenting
on hike in power tariff said
that the electricity price has
now become unbearable and
made life of the people mis-
erable, according to a state-
ment on Saturday.

Imtiaz Shaikh said that
Sindh supplying eight-to-10-
thousand-megawatt electrici-
ty to the national grid with
coal, alternate energy and
other sources of power gen-
eration. The former minister
had earlier penned down a
letter to state minister for
petroleum and asserted that
injustices were being com-
mitted with Sindh in the dis-
tribution of gas and electrici-
ty and urged the federal gov-

ernment to resolve the issues.
He had noted in the letter

that there was an acute gas
shortage in Sindh. “People of
province are facing severe
problems due to this gas load
shedding, whie industries are
facing closures, which is not
only creating unemployment
and is also a loss to the
national economy,” he added.

“Sindh is producing 2.111
MMcf/day of gas whereas its
own requirement is 1600-

1700 MMcf/day,” he pointed
out, adding that only 700-
800 of gas was being provid-
ed to the province.

He had demanded a fresh
gas allocation policy for the
province, in consultation
with the Sindh Government.
He also demanded that the
federal government give
Sindh representation in the
federal energy regulatory
bodies and in K-Electric’s
board of directors.

KARACHI (NNI): Under the
direction of Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab, the
Karachi Water and Sewerage
Corporation (KWSC) is tak-
ing all possible measures to
ensure uninterrupted water
supply to the citizens and its
fair distribution and in this
context, Water Corporation
provides all the facilities of
water supply and drainage to
all citizens without discrimi-
nation of politics, religion,
nation, caste and race,
because water has nothing to
do with politics, therefore,
we will provide water in the
city not politically but on a
public basis and distribute it
equitably.

These views were
expressed by CEO Water
Corporation Engineer
Syed Sallahuddin Ahmed
during a meeting with var-

ious UC Chairman's On
this occasion, Project
Director Karachi Water
Sewerage Services
Improvement Abdul Ala
Bhatti, Muhammad Hanif
Baloch, Zafar Palijo,
Sikandar Zardari and all
Superintendents and
Executive engineers were
present.

During the meeting, the
delegation informed the
Water Corporation officials
about the various water sup-
ply and drainage problems
faced in their respective
Union Councils and asked
that all the problems should
be solved on priority basis.

CEO Water Corporation
assured the delegation of
immediate resolution of all
complaints and issued orders
to the concerned officers on
the spot to ensure that all

issues are resolved on priori-
ty basis, while giving
instructions to the officers,
he said to submit the com-
plete details of all the works
and take their approval and
start the work immediately.

He said that together with
the elected local government
representatives, all the prob-
lems will be solved on a pri-
ority basis and better facili-
ties will be provided to the
citizens, because providing
better facilities to the citizens
is one of our top priorities.

He said that Water
Corporation is striving day
and night to serve the citi-
zens with a new commitment
and a new identity. On this
occasion, he further said that
any officer or employee of
Water Corporation found
involved in water theft will
be exposed to us.

During the meeting, the
delegation addressed the
CEO Water Corporation and
said that we are happy that
you gave us time, and after
hearing all the issues with
satisfaction issued orders on
the spot to resolve them
immediately.

Campaign for registration
of house servants and 

tenants data in full swing

KWSC taking all possible measures
to ensure uninterrupted water supply

LAHORE (NNI):
Khursheed Ahmed Shah,
a prominent PPP figure,
has advised the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), a former part-
ner in the PDM-led coali-
tion government, not to
pursue any action against
retired army chief Qamar
Javed Bajwa and former
spymaster retired Lt-Gen
Faiz Hamid.

Khursheed Shah's coun-
sel came shortly after
Nawaz Sharif, the head of
the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz, made a
strong statement emphasis-
ing the need for strict
accountability of those
responsible for his removal
as prime minister in 2017.

Speaking via video link
from London, Sharif

asserted that Pakistan's
path to progress depended
on holding accountable
all those involved in the
2017 conspiracy. He fur-
ther alleged that former
chief justices of Pakistan,
Saqib Nisar and Asif
Saeed Khosa, along with
Supreme Court judge
Azmat Saeed, were also
part of this conspiracy
and should be held
responsible for the coun-
try's predicament.

Khursheed Shah cau-
tioned the PML-N against
pursuing action against
the two retired generals,
expressing doubt about
the feasibility of their
plan to target these former
military leaders.

He pointed out the case
of late military dictator

Musharraf, who was sen-
tenced under Article 6 of
the Constitution, but was
later hospitalised and
transferred to Dubai, sug-
gesting that pursuing such
conflicts might be unpro-
ductive.

Shah urged the PML-N
to avoid getting embroiled
in such situations, noting
that politicians often find
themselves entangled in
such disputes.

Former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif maintained
that Pakistan had been
pushed to the brink of
disaster through a plot
that placed amateurs in
power, underscoring the
importance of adhering
to the law in addressing
the culprits behind the
conspiracy.

Khursheed Shah cautions
PML-N against locking horns

with two retired generals

Punjab CM returns from
visit to China

CTD arrests 13 
terrorists in operations

across Punjab

Man gets
death sentence

in rape case
LAHORE (PPI): A model
court in Lahore on Saturday
awarded death sentence to a
rapist who had sexually
assaulted a 14-year-old girl.
Model Court Judge Mian
Shahid Javed pronounced the
sentence and also imposed
Rs1 million fine on convict
Rafiq. The rape case was reg-
istered against Rafiq at Satu
Kutla police station in March
2019. In case of non-pay-
ment of fine, the convict
would have to spend another
six months in jail, the court
ordered. Rafiq was shifted to
the Kot Lakhpat Jail soon
after the pronouncement of
his death sentence. However,
the court barred the jail
authorities to execute its
order unless the Supreme
Court endorses his death sen-
tence. In case of implementa-
tion, the court further ordered
to leave the body of the con-
vict on the gallows until his
soul leaves the body.

Centre supplies expensive energy
to Sindh's people, says Shaikh

Tessori, Gohar discuss
increase in industrial

production
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PESHAWAR (APP): Two
PEDO engineers promoted,
postings and transfers also
made to speed up energy
development projects.

Pakhtunkhwa Energy
Development Organization
(PEDO) has made certain
postings and transfers for
smooth functioning of the
organization as well as
speed up work on its dif-

ferent energy production
projects wherein two
Directors have also been
promoted to the posts of
chief engineer.

According to the office
order issued in this regard,
Director (M&E) Engr Syed
Aziz Ahmad Bacha has
been promoted and posted
as Chief Engineer (M&E),
Director (RE/PP) Engr

Khurram Durrani has been
promoted and posted as
Chief Engineer (RE/PP)
while Chief Engineer
(RE/PP) Engr Imran
Haleem has been trans-
ferred and posted as Chief
Engineer (Development).
This order was issued in
best public interest and
implemented with immedi-
ate effect.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Minister for
Communications and
Works and Irrigation
Engineer Ahmed Jan Khan
chaired an introductory
meeting with senior offi-
cers from the Department
of Communication and
Works, here Saturday.

The meeting was attend-
ed by engineers, executive
engineers, and other rele-
vant officers.

During the meeting, the
Provincial Minister out-
lined the officers’ designat-
ed responsibilities. 

In his address, the care-
taker minister emphasized
the importance of conscien-
tiousness and honesty as
guiding principles for offi-
cers in the execution of
their duties.

He encouraged them to
diligently provide profes-
sional services to the public. 

“The Communication

and Works Department
plays a direct role in public
development and service
provision,” he under-
scored.

“Consequently, the
department’s officials and
officers bear a significant
national responsibility to
uphold public trust and
enhance the department’s
reputation.”

The caretaker minister
expressed his commitment
to ensuring good gover-

nance, transparency, and
the responsible execution
of departmental duties.
Drawing from his own
experience within the
department, he pledged to
leverage his expertise to
enhance its performance.

He urged officers to dis-
courage unnecessary
transfers and promotions,
citing their potential dis-
ruption to the department’s
operations.

Moreover, he empha-

sized adherence to the
government’s prevailing
2-year policy for transfers
and promotions, calling
for the appointment of
suitable officers and offi-
cials to facilitate the
department’s efficient
functioning.

During the meeting, the
Secretary of
Communication and Works
presented a shield to the
caretaker minister on behalf
of the department.

PESHAWAR (APP): A
meeting was convened at
the office of Syed Arshad
Husain Shah, the
Caretaker Minister for
Law, Parliamentary
Affairs, and Human Rights
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
on Saturday. 

The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss the
state of human rights in
the province and the nec-
essary measures needed to
enhance and fortify the
human rights framework
within the region. 

Representatives from
the Directorate General of

Law and Human Rights
attended the meeting.

During the meeting, the
Minister was given a
detailed presentation on
the current human rights
situation in the province
and the difficulties faced
by the Directorate
General in carrying out its
human rights-related
responsibilities. 

The team emphasized
the urgent need to estab-
lish regional divisions
within the Directorate
General to ensure the pro-
tection of fundamental
rights at the local level. 

The Minister assured
that this matter would be
promptly addressed with
the relevant authorities.

The Minister stated his
intention to convene a
meeting with the Police
and Revenue departments
as soon as possible to
enhance coordination
between departments
when investigating human
rights violations. 

He also instructed the
team to regularly update
the Directorate General’s
social media accounts to
raise awareness about
human rights issues.

Additionally, he suggested
that the Directorate
General should engage
with journalists to effec-
tively communicate its
performance.

The Minister empha-
sized the importance of
having a strategy in place
to promptly respond to
incidents of human rights
violations and take proac-
tive measures as required.

He expressed his strong
commitment to the cause
of human rights and
assured the Directorate
General of his full sup-
port.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The caretak-
er minister for Industry and
Commerce, Tribal Affairs,
and Technical Education in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Syed Aamir Abdullah, has
affirmed the government’s
commitment to utilizing all
available resources for the
development of merged
districts. He expressed the
goal of bringing these
regions to the same level of
development as other dis-
tricts within the province.

Syed Amir Abdullah
highlighted that the care-
taker provincial govern-
ment, led by Chief Minister
Muhammad Azam Khan, is
diligently pursuing federal

funding for the merged dis-
tricts. He expressed opti-
mism about the prospects
of receiving positive news
in this regard.

These statements were
made by the Provincial
Minister during his address
to the District Jirga in
Kalaya, Orakzai district,
where he also received a
briefing from the Deputy
Commissioner on the dis-
trict’s development and law
and order. Minister
Abdullah commended the
district government’s
efforts to enhance the wel-
fare of the local population
and stressed the importance
of providing maximum
facilities in alignment with
the government’s vision for

the merged districts.
During the visit, the

provincial minister assured
Orakzai district leaders of
his intent to facilitate prop-
er training for local resi-
dents, with a focus on
developing and enhancing
the cottage industry. He
also pledged personal atten-
tion to the concerns raised
by local leaders, promising
timely resolutions.

Furthermore, Syed Amir
Abdullah met with delega-
tions of youth and individu-
als with special needs from
Orakzai district, reaffirm-
ing the government’s dedi-
cation to empowering these
groups for their participa-
tion in national develop-
ment initiatives.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Director General of Drugs
and Pharmacy Services, Dr.
Abbas, has announced a
significant crackdown on
counterfeit and fraudulent
medicines in the province.

This operation has led to
substantial seizures and
actions taken against those
responsible. Dr. Abbas dis-
closed that, based on confi-
dential information, the
Drug Control Peshawar
successfully intercepted a
large quantity of counterfeit
drugs being transported via
Daewoo Cargo.

These illegal medica-
tions were en-route from
Karachi to Peshawar
through Daewoo cargo
services. The seized contra-

band includes a staggering
37,000 counterfeit tablets
and medicines, supposedly
procured by the Sindh gov-
ernment.

Investigations are under-
way to trace the origin of
these fake drugs within
Peshawar. 

In the Namak Mandi
area, numerous drug sup-
plier stores underwent rig-
orous inspections. During
these checks, samples of
suspected fraudulent drugs
were collected and sent to
the drug lab for thorough
analysis. 

Furthermore, Dr. Abbas
highlighted the swift clo-
sure of an illegal medical
store in Mian Village
Colony by Drug Control

Kohat personnel.
Similarly, a medical

store near LMH Kohat was
shut down due to the sale of
medicines with an Expired
Drug License. 

Legal actions have been
initiated against the viola-
tors under the Drug Act of
1976. Various medical
stores were inspected,
resulting in the confiscation
of numerous suspected
counterfeit and substandard
medicines for comprehen-
sive laboratory testing and
analysis.

Dr. Abbas also provided
updates on actions taken in
Swat and Bajaur, where 12
drug samples were collect-
ed during 14 inspections.
The results of these sample

analyses will lead to legal
actions against the relevant
suppliers and medical
stores involved.

The joint efforts of Drug
Control Peshawar, in col-
laboration with law
enforcement agencies, are
aimed at ensuring the safe-
ty and effectiveness of
pharmaceuticals in the
region. 

Dr. Abbas urged the pub-
lic to remain vigilant and
report any suspicious activ-
ities related to counterfeit
drugs to the authorities.

The province remains
committed to safeguarding
public health by addressing
the issue of counterfeit
drugs with the utmost seri-
ousness and diligence.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry acting president
Ijaz Khan Afridi said
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is a
lucrative destination for
foreign direct investment
wherein ample opportuni-
ties exist to make invest-
ment in tourism, mining, oil
and gas and other potential
sectors.

However, he emphasized
it is essential that the gov-
ernment and relevant
authorities should take
proactive steps to pave the
way for attracting foreign
investment in those afore-
mentioned sectors in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa by
removing all hurdles so that
it will help stabilize the
national economy and put
the country on sustainable
growth and progress.

Ijaz Khan Afridi was
talking to a delegation of
Overseas Business Forum
United Kingdom (UK) led
by its chairman Muham-
mad Farooq Khan during a
meeting held here at the
chamber’s house on
Saturday.

Other members of the
Overseas Business Forum
UK include Salman Dossa,
Muhammad Fayyaz Khan,
Naeemullah, Wamiq,
Amjad Ali and Nauman Ali
and others. The chamber’s
secretary general Sajjad

Aziz and other relevant
officials were present dur-
ing the meeting.

Chairman of the
Overseas Business Forum
U.K, Muhammad Farooq
in his opening remarks
briefed the meeting about
main objectives of the
forum. He, on the occasion,
invited the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Businessmen
for the forum upcoming
event/foreign investment,
which is scheduled to be
held in London, UK.

Earlier, during the meet-
ing both sides discussed
matters of common inter-
ests, promotion of foreign
direct investment in KP
along with launching joint
ventures and programmes
and taking benefits busi-
ness community experi-
ences for mutual benefits.

Muhammad Farooq
pointed out key reasons in
declining Pakistan’s
exports and bilateral trade
to the United Kingdom and
the rest of European coun-
tries and gave a number of
proposals to remove all
those trade barriers.

The OBF UK chief
called upon the KP busi-
nessmen to come forward
and play a role in attracting
foreign direct investment in
tourism and other potential
sectors to stabilize
Pakistan’s crippling econo-
my and put it on sustainable
growth and progress. 

He, on the occasion, sug-
gested the formation of an
overseas commission in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
the pattern of Punjab and
urged the SCCI to play a
role in this regard.

Later, the SCCI chief
responding to various
queries and demands from
members of OBF UK asked
the forum to play its proac-
tive role in attracting for-
eign direct investment in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
the chamber will provide
every assistance to the
forum in this regard.

Ijaz Afridi said the over-
seas Pakistan business
community can play a vital
role in the promotion of
bilateral trade between the
two countries.

He, on occasion, lament-
ed that government policies
and commercial banks’
unsupportive behavior had
added to miseries of the
business community, resul-
tantly the country’s exports
and bilateral trade dropping
exponentially.

He said there was no
clear policy of promoting
trade and investment in the
country.

During the meeting, both
sides have also agreed to
strengthen linkages
between the business com-
munity of Pakistan and the
United Kingdom (UK)
through launching joint
ventures and programs.

Syed Adnan

PESHAWAR: A shocking
revelation has emerged
regarding doctors who were
on leave from public hospi-
tals running their own pri-
vate clinics and hospitals.
This alarming development
has led to a deteriorating sit-
uation in government-run
healthcare facilities, co-
mpelling patients to seek tre-
atment in private hospitals.

Reports indicate that the
Health Department dis-
patched District Health
Officers and Medical
Superintendents across the
province to investigate this
matter. It has been uncov-
ered that Medical Officers,
Women Medical Officers,
and specialist doctors, upon
availing leaves from the
Health Department, are
operating their private clin-
ics in close proximity to
government hospitals.

This revelation has
raised concerns about the
adverse impact on patients
seeking treatment in public

hospitals. The actions of
these doctors have come
under scrutiny, causing dis-
tress to the Health
Department.

In this challenging time,
Secretary Health Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Mehmood
Aslam, deserves commen-
dation for his unwavering
commitment to improving
the healthcare system in the
province. Under his leader-
ship, significant strides
have been made towards
enhancing the quality of
healthcare services and
infrastructure.

Furthermore, the
Director General Health,
Dr. Shaukat, has played a
crucial role in overseeing
and implementing vital
healthcare initiatives in the
region. 

His dedication to public
health has been evident in
his tireless efforts to add-
ress the challenges within
the healthcare sector.

Dr. Shaukat’s leadership
has been instrumental in
promoting transparency and

accountability within the
health system. His initia-
tives have aimed to provide
better healthcare access to
all residents of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, regardless of
their economic status.

Directives have been
issued in the dispatch that
all doctors on leave must
return within seven days
and provide a detailed
report of their activities
during their absence. This
investigation is not limited
to Peshawar alone; doctors
in major cities and smaller
towns throughout the
province have been found
to divert their attention
from government hospitals
to their private practices.

Patients suffering due to
the absence of doctors in
government hospitals often
turn to private healthcare
providers for timely med-
ical attention, incurring
additional financial bur-
dens. The government has
strongly criticized the self-
serving actions of these
doctors, which lead to fur-

ther hardships for the com-
mon people seeking med-
ical care.

The need for immediate
action to rectify this situa-
tion is apparent. Patients
should not be forced into
private healthcare due to
the unavailability of doc-
tors in government hospi-
tals. The government’s
stance is clear: doctors on
leave must prioritize their
responsibilities within pub-
lic healthcare facilities.

The impact of this issue
on the healthcare system in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is
significant, and swift meas-
ures are required to ensure
that government hospitals
can provide the necessary
care to the people who rely
on them. Secretary
Mehmood Aslam and
Director General Health Dr.
Shaukat’s leadership and
dedication to healthcare
reform will be instrumental
in addressing these chal-
lenges and ensuring a better
future for the people of the
province.

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprised of
Justice Ijaz Anwar and
Justice Shakeel Ahmad
upheld the decision of Vice
Chancellor University of
Peshawar regarding force
retirement of Bara Gali
Campus Caretaker.

The counsel Abdul
Waheed advocate argued to
declare force retirement of
Bara Gali campus’s care-
taker null and void because
neither evidence is avail-
able against him nor wit-
nesses were produced
before inquiry committee.

During hearing Khalid
Rehman advocate and UOP
Law Officer Riaz Ali Khan
appeared before court while
argued that Abdul Waheed
served as caretaker at Bara
Gali campus for 26 years.
They argued that several
complaints and allegations
were placed against him
and Abdul Waheed was
summoned by the inquiry
committee regarding the
allegations.

The committee has
found Abdul Waheed guilty
and charge-sheeted in the
allegations of forced retire-
ment, UOP lawyer argued.
They added that the peti-
tioner had approached

UOP’s syndicate as an
Appellate forum but the
varsity decision was upheld
regarding force retirement.

UOP’s representative
argued that after syndicate
decision, Abdul Waheed
approached PHC and added
that concrete and strong
evidences are available
against the petitioner for
force retirement.

PHC’s divisional bench
comprising of Justice
Arshad Ali and Justice
Shakeel Ahmad upheld
UOP’s decision regarding
force retirement of
Caretaker at Bara Gali cam-
pus after conclusion of
arguments.

Weather partly
cloudy in most
districts of KP

PESHAWAR (APP):
Weather will remain humid
and partly cloudy in most
districts of Khyber Pakht-
unkhwa, an official of the
Meteorological Depart-
ment said here Saturday.

Chances of rain in most
districts of the province and
temperature in Peshawar 26
degrees Celsius recorded,
the official said. He said the
chance of rain up to 33
degrees Celsius and humid-
ity ratio in the air is 70%
recorded.

However, he said, there
is a possibility of rain with
thunder and strong winds in
the upper and some plain
areas of the province with
rain is expected in Abbot-
tabad, Haripur, Mansehra,
Bitgram, Kohistan and
Torghar. Heavy rain is like-
ly in Shangla, Chitral, Dir,
Swat, Buner, Malakand and
Bajaur, the official of the
Meteorological Depar-
tment said.

KP govt
activates
helpline

PESHAWAR (APP): The
government of Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa has taken a sig-
nificant step in addressing
criminal activities such as
extortion, blackmailing, and
targeted killings by launch-
ing a dedicated helpline. 

The government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
activated this helpline to
encourage citizens to report
these crimes and ensure the
safety of their communities,
confirmed by concerned
officials on Saturday.

The effective use of this
helpline is expected to aid
law enforcement agencies
in identifying and appre-
hending those involved in
these illicit activities,
including the menace of
hidden extortion threats. 

This initiative aims to
safeguard lives and proper-
ty in the province.

Citizens are urged to
share any information relat-
ed to extortion with the
helpline by dialing
091111283283. 

The identity of inform-
ants will be kept confiden-
tial to ensure their safety
and encourage more people
to come forward with valu-
able information.

This proactive approach
by the government demon-
strates a commitment to
maintaining law and order
and protecting the well-
being of its citizens in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

ANP criticize
PTI for their
corruption

PESHAWAR (APP):
Provincial President
Awami National Party
(ANP), Aimal Wali here
Saturday accused PTI gov-
ernment to overburden
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with
loan of Rs 900 billion and
said that people want to
know where this huge
amount was spent.

Addressing a workers
convention in PK 77
Tehkal Payan he came hard
on PTI for their corruption
during their nine years in
KP and said that their mis-
adventures are reasons
behind economic woes of
KP.

He said those who criti-
cized metro bus system of
Punjab by saying it ‘Jangla
Buses’ have themselves
destroyed the structure of
Peshawar by making BRT
and added that metro bus
system was completed with
an amount of Rs. 30 billion
while more than Rs 100 bil-
lion were spent on BRT
Peshawar

Aimal Wali also wel-
comed the holding of
elections in January and
said that ANP is a demo-
cratic party and is a fer-
vent supporter of demo-
cratic system.

PESHAWAR: Allama Muhammad Azam Chushti addressing a public gather-
ing in connection with Eid Milad-un-Nabi. — F.P. photo by Ghulam Murtaza

PESHAWAR: A beautiful illuminated view of lighting Ganta Gar building.

Caretaker forced retirement:

PHC upheld
UOP decision

SCCI stresses attracting
foreign direct investment

Minister pledges uplift
for merged districts

Crisis in public hospitals as
doctors run private clinics

Crackdown against counterfeit
drugs leads to significant seizures

Minister vows action on 
human rights issues

Provincial caretaker minister for
ensuring services to public with honesty

Two engineers promoted
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Police arrests
four murderers

F.P. Report

PABBI: Police had
arrested four alleged
murdered killed a trader
at Mahajir bazaar over
shop dispute within few
hours after commence-
ment of crime. Police
has cordoned the prem-
ises after the escape of
culprits while Station
House Officer Jalozai
Sartaj Khan reached the
crime scene and
deployed teams for
arrest of alleged mur-
derers. Police had also
recovered weapons
used in the offense. The
alleged murdered iden-
tified as Suleiman,
Usman, Shah and
Wahab.

Smuggled sugar,
oil recovered 

DERA GHAZI KHAN
(INP): The Border
Military Police (BMP)
in Dera Ghazi Khan has
recovered 575 sacks of
smuggled sugar and a
large quantity of Iranian
diesel and petrol during
various operations in
the past few weeks.
According to media
reports, a BMP team
under the supervision of
Political Assistant
Mushtaq Ahmed
Tawana seized 575
sacks of 50 kg sugar
loaded on two trucks
from Buata border. An
FIR has been filed
against the truck own-
ers. In another opera-
tion, the BMP seized
97,610 liters of petrol
and diesel in fifteen
days and registered an
FIR against 39 suspects.
73 people were also
arrested. The BMP is
continuing operations
against smugglers and
the sugar mafia in tribal
areas. The seizures are a
major blow to smug-
glers and the sugar
mafia, who have been
profiting from the ille-
gal trade of sugar and
Iranian oil. The BMP's
actions will help to pro-
tect the Pakistani econ-
omy and the interests of
consumers.

Boy drowned in
flood water

F.P. Report

SWABI: Seventeen-
year-old nephew of ANP
Maneri Bala Swabi
President Sher Ali Khan
drowned in the flood
water in the canal and
the search is still under-
way by the officials of
the Rescue 1122 here on
Saturday. Along with his
friends, he came to the
said canal, where due to
heavy rain in the upper
areas, the water was
flowing in this canal
with high and fast flow.
As a result of digging for
gravel and sand in the
upper canal (Khor),
large caves have been
formed, in which flood
water comes in abun-
dance these days and a
large amount of sand is
also deposited in it. It is
thought that Umar might
have been stuck in the
pile of sand. The teams
of Rescue 1122 Swabi,
including local people
and expert divers,
searched the lower area
of the water flow several
times, but they did not
find Umar’s body so far.

LESCO team
attacked

OKARA (PPI): People
in 53 2L, a suburban vil-
lage of Okara, on
Saturday attacked the
Lahore Electric Supply
Company (LESCO)
team which had gone
there for recovery. They
beat up Line
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Muzammil Hussain,
ALM WAPDA and
other members of the
team with sticks and
rods, tore their clothes
and later held them
hostage. The team came
under attack by a six-
member gang when they
severed the village’s
power connection due to
the non-payment of
bills. Soon after learning
about the incident, per-
sonnel of the city’s
Saddar police station
reached the scene and
got members of the team
freed. Police also arrest-
ed one of the attackers
named Ibrahim and
started conducting raids
for the arrest of the
remaining five members
of the gang.
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F.P. Report

GHALANAI: Frontier Corps North has com-
pleted Solarization of Girls High School in Sra
Sha, Mohmand. This initiative reflects FC
north commitment to enhancing educational
facilities in the area and ensuring uninterrupted
access to electricity for educational institutions.

The project, executed in close coordina-
tion with the district administration and in
response to the demands of the local commu-
nity, has achieved its goal of providing reli-

able solar-powered electricity to the school.
The Girls High School in Sra Sha now boasts
a solar power system that caters to 13 class-
rooms and a dedicated science laboratory,
ensuring a conducive environment for learn-
ing. This endeavour has garnered immense
appreciation from the local community, par-
ticularly the schoolgirls who will benefit
from the improved facilities. Frontier Corps
North is dedicated to furthering its efforts to
support education and empower the youth in
Mohmand.

FC completes solarization
of hirls high school

F.P. Report

LAKKI MARWAT: More
than four hundred illegal
electricity connections were
detected and eight trans-
formers were seized during
an anti-power pilferage
operation in Lakki Marwat
on Saturday.

“Additional AC Ishaq Ali
Khan and PESCO executive
engineer Hizbullah Mehsud
and led the operation
launched on the directives
of local deputy commis-
sioner Rehmat Ali and addi-
tional chief engineer Nadir
Zaman Kundi following
credible information about

power theft in the area”,
said an official. He said that
a joint team of the power
supply company and district
administration along with
police contingent discon-
nected 450 illegal power
connections and recovered
over Rs 11 million from
defaulters.

The official said that
along with seizing eight
transformers, the PESCO
staffers also disconnected
power supply to domestic
and commercial consumers
from 92 transformers. The
officials of the power sup-
ply company forwarded
complaints to relevant

police stations for registra-
tion of FIRs against 93 elec-
tricity thieves”, he added.

In Bannu, the anti-power
pilferage task force discon-
nected power supply to two
factories and markets from
four transformers in the
industrial area of the dis-
trict.

The task force also dis-
connected power supply to
commercial and industrial
centres over nonpayment of
power dues. During the
operation led by director
commercial Tufail Khan,
the authorities recovered
over Rs two million from
power defaulters. 

400 illegal electricity
connections identified

F.P. Report

QUETTA: Power has never
been our goal, but service
to the people is our mani-
festo and motto. All
resources are being used to
provide basic facilities to
the people. These views
were expressed by Central
Vice President Balochistan
Awami Party Senator
Samina Mumtaz Zehri in a
meeting with a delegation
of party workers. 

She said that sincere
workers of the party are the
capital of the party and
they cannot be ignored.
The roots of the party are in
the hearts of the people due
to the hard work of the
party workers day and
night.

Senator Samina said
while talking to the delega-
tion that the platform of

Balochistan Awami Party is
serving the people of
Balochistan without color,
caste and prejudices. We
are working hard day and
night and our efforts are
continuing for the service,
development and prosperi-
ty of the public. We will
leave no stone unturned to
complete the ongoing
development projects. So
that more and more people
can benefit from these use-
ful schemes.

She said that the axis of
politics of Balochistan
Awami Party is to serve the
people and solve their
problems with sincerity
and this is the reason why
BAP is becoming more
popular day by day.
Speaking to the delegation,
she said that the era of pol-
itics of lies and deception
is over and the people have

become conscious and
know good and bad.

The people of
Balochistan want peace
and prosperity in the
province and this is the
manifesto of the party. For
the achievement of which
the implementation of pub-
lic projects and to control
the law and order situation
is going on rapidly and
God willing, the journey of
development and prosperi-
ty will continue.

Senator said to party
workers that make full
preparations for it and
deliver the party manifesto
door to door. She expressed
hope that in the upcoming
elections, educated people
who care about
Balochistan will vote for
Balochistan Awami Party
so that Balochistan can
achieve rapid development.

BAP stands for altruistic
service to people

F.P. Report

HUB: Senior leader of
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) and president Hub
district, Mir Ali Hassan
Zehri has expressed his
reaction to the Election
Commission's decision to
hold the upcoming elec-
tions in the last week of
January, calling the
announcement unconstitu-
tional and undemocratic. 

He expressed his regret
for not announcing the final
date on behalf of the
Election Commission and
said that Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari had
demanded the final date of
the elections before and he
still stands by this demand.
He said that The People's
Party rejects any such
unconstitutional action that
may harm democracy.
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
also expressed his reserva-
tions on the Election
Commission's announce-
ment and the future action
plan with the party's con-
sultation on his return to
Pakistan. 

PPP district president
said that no one will be
allowed to steal the man-
date of the People's Party
and the party workers of
Pakistan People's Party are
fully prepared for the elec-
tions. He further said that
we have always demanded

timely, transparent and fair
elections. In our view, fair
and impartial elections are
the cause of political and
economic stability in the
country.

Mir Ali Hassan Zehri
made it clear that if the
elections are delayed or the
action of 2018 election is
repeated, then strong resist-
ance will have to be faced
due to which the country
has to face an irreparable
economic and political cri-
sis. He demanded that the
final date of the upcoming
elections should be
announced and the election
commission officer of each
district should be given the
powers of the returning
officer so that the trans-
parency of the election is
not questioned. 

He says that Pakistan
People’s Party has always
taken Pakistan and the
nation out of difficult situa-
tions and taken it on the
path of development. Even
today, the hopes of 25 crore
people of Pakistan are con-
nected with Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Asif Ali Zardari
and People's Party. He said
that the focus of our politics
is to serve the people only
and the Pakistan People's
Party will go to the
National and provincial
assemblies with a huge
majority in the upcoming
elections and all the current

problems will be solved for
the people burdened by
inflation, unemployment,
lawlessness and other
crises. Mir Ali Hassan
Zehri once again demanded
the Election Commission to
announce the final date for
the elections instead of
telling the month or week.

General election in Jan
unconstitutional: PPP

Shafi Ullah

MINGORA: Pakistan Te-
hreek-e-Insaf Parlia-
mentary (PTIP) Chairman
Pervaiz Khattak and Vice
Chairman Mahmood Khan
have said that peace, devel-
opment and prosperity
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is the
top priority of the party.

They said that PTIP will
secure next government
while clamed that Imran
Khan hoax the people
including me , carried out
mega projects in KP,
Existence political parties
has no road map for the bet-
terment of the country and
prosperity of the people , it
was the a dire need to form
a separate political party.

He was addressing a
public meeting in which
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) District
General Secretary Syed
Habib Ali Shah joined of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
Parliamentarians in
Odigram yesterday. Former

Chief Minister and PTI
Vice Chairman Mahmood
Khan, ex-minister Mohib
ullah and others also
addressed the gathering.
Mahmood Khan said in his
address that projects worth
Rs 300 billion were
approved in Swat, on which
work is still going on, uni-
versities, colleges, schools,
water supply schemes,
roads will not be needed in
Swat for the next 30 years.

Former Chief Minister
said that have come out in
the politics for the people
service. Our agenda is
peace, development and
prosperity, we ruled the
province for 10 years, we
do not adopt a dual policy,
we have proved everyone
with our work, no one has
served like us , we do not
serve politics, I had every-
one's files, the purpose of
forming a party was not to
go with thieves.

PTIP vice chairman said
that four universities are
being established, we have

planned for 30 years for
Swat, the era of peace,
development and prosperi-
ty is coming, projects for
the development of Swat
are unprecedented. The
work done for the develop-
ment in the area has not
been done by any politicion
in the past.

PTIP Chairman Pervazi in
his address said that we have
made historic reforms within
the institutions in 2013 in
KP. Imran Khan made me
the Chief Minister under
compulsion, and Imran Khan
had promised where to build
a new Pakistan could not do
any reform about corruption,
health and other sector and
fooled me and the whole
nation.

Khattak said that if our
government comes, then
the rule of the people will
be, we will expose the real
face of all these political
parties to the people, there
is no solution for Pakistan
to get out of the problems
with the oppressed people.

PTIP commits for peace,
development, prosperity

F.P. Report

CHARSADDA: Qaumi
Watan Party (QWP)
Chairman Aftab Ahmad
Khan Sherpao on Saturday
said though the Election
Commission of Pakistan
had announced the general
election would take place in
January next year, there
was a dire need to bring the
worsening law and order
under control so that the
polls could be held peace-
fully.

Addressing a gathering
at Shabqadar tehsil in
Charsadda district, he said
it was the responsibility of
the caretaker government to
provide an enabling envi-
ronment to political parties
by overcoming the chal-
lenge of lawlessness. He
added a level playing field
should be ensured so that
the candidates could freely
run their election campaign
and the people could exer-
cise their right to vote.

Aftab Sherpao said law
and order was worsening in

the country particularly in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
adding that it was the
responsibility of the care-
takers to beef up the securi-
ty to allay the concerns of
the people. Commenting on
the economic affairs, the
QWP leader said though
the country’s economy was
stabilised to some extent, it
was still facing tough eco-
nomic challenges and it
would take considerable
time and effort to turn
around the economy.

Advising the people,
particularly the youth to
think about the country’s
future before casting their
votes, he said the ones, who
had raised hollow slogans
and made empty pledges,
left the country in dire
financial straits due to their
incompetence and lack of
vision. He said rising prices
of the petroleum products
and daily use items had
crippled the people eco-
nomically who were unable
to make ends meet in the
face of backbreaking infla-

tion. 
Many families find it

hard to send their children
to schools due to rising
inflation and this will lead
to higher dropout rate,” he
feared, adding that the
have-nots in KP were
already faced with lack of
health and education facil-
ities. Aftab Sherpao said
though successive govern-
ments claimed credit for
undertaking uplift work,
the province still lagged
far behind in terms of
facilities and road infra-
structure. “Nobody cared
about protecting the
provincial rights,” he
remarked. He said the peo-
ple in the remote and
mountainous areas were
compelled to use cable
cars for commuting. He
said the gulf between the
province and the centre
was widening as KP was
not getting its due share in
resources, underscoring
the need for collective wis-
dom to address the chal-
lenges facing the country.

QWP for peaceful
elections in January

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The traders
body of Chakdara on
Friday announced to finan-
cially support the affected
shopkeepers of a market
fire on their own. Talking to
local journalists at
Chakdara the Anjuman
Tajiran President Khwaja
Faizul Ghafoor said the
government and the admin-
istration had never helped
or supported the victims of
such incident despite
repeated appeals in the
past. 

He said that 15 shops
were completely destroyed
while several ither shops
were partially damaged in
the fire that broke out in a
market at Chakdara the
other day. The traders' lead-
ers said that some of the
affected shopkeepers were
even unable to pay monthly
rent and their utility bills.
He said the business com-
munity will be asked to col-
lect dinations for the vic-
tims. 

About half a million
rupees were collected on
the cery first day, he said,
adding that traders of others
areas would also be

requested to support their
brethren. He pointed out
that millions of rupees
goods and valuables had
been lost in the incident.

Meanwhile the Adenzai
A.C Daud Saleemi and
other officials also visited
the market and assessed the
damages. 

Dir traders to support
Chakdara colleagues

on their own

Shehnaz Nawaz 

N
UMAIRA Saleem is
known for all the good
reasons which are

enough to make Pakistan
proud. She is the first
Pakistani who hoisted
Pakistani flag at the North and
South Poles, first Asian to sky-
dive (tandem) Mount Everest,
during First Everest Skydive
in 2008.  Numaira has official-
ly been recognized as the First
Pakistani Astronaut by the
government of Pakistan in
2006. In 2007, Numaira served
as Honorary Ambassador of
Tourism for Pakistan. And
now she is going to be the first
Pakistani ever who will hoist
Pakistani flag in space. She is

often referred to as the
"Collector of Firsts" for all
these reasons. 

This woman is the best exam-
ple of Women empowerment
which is a concept that has
gained immense significance in
recent decades. It refers to the
process of enabling women to
have control over their lives,
make choices, and access oppor-
tunities in various spheres of
society. This concept is not just
about promoting gender equality
but also about recognizing and
harnessing the potential of
women to contribute to the
development and progress of
their communities and the world
at large. 

One of the key facets of
women empowerment is eco-

nomic empowerment. When
women have access to educa-
tion, job opportunities, and
financial resources, they can
become self-reliant and con-
tribute to their family's income.
This not only enhances their
self-esteem but also improves
the overall economic well-being
of their households. Studies
have shown that societies that
empower women economically
tend to have lower poverty rates
and higher economic growth.

Education is a powerful tool
for women's empowerment.
When girls and women are edu-
cated, they are better equipped to
make informed decisions about
their lives, health, and families.
They can choose their own career
paths like Numaira Saleem.

Education also opens doors to a
wider range of career opportuni-
ties and helps women become
more financially independent.

Moreover, educated women
are more likely to participate in
civic and political activities, thus
influencing policies and deci-
sions that impact their communi-
ties. Political empowerment of
women is crucial for ensuring
their voices are heard in deci-
sion-making processes. When
women are represented in politi-
cal offices, they advocate for
policies that address gender-
based inequalities and social
issues. This can lead to more
equitable and just societies.
Countries that have greater
female political representation
often exhibit better governance

and policies that promote the
welfare of all citizens.

Empowering women also
involves challenging traditional
gender roles and stereotypes that
limit their potential.  Numaira
Saleem is also basically chal-
lenging gender stereotypes and
doing all the big things that are
usually not expected from
women specially in our culture.
So,it is important to create a
society where women are not
confined to predefined roles but
are free to pursue their interests
and ambitions without fear of
discrimination or judgment. This
cultural shift can lead to a more
inclusive and diverse society
where everyone can thrive. We
need more brave women like
Numaira Saleem who are able to

show their potential fearlessly. 
"Women Empowerment" is

not just a buzzword; it is a con-
cept that has the potential to
transform societies and make the
world a better place for all.
When women are empowered,
they can contribute to economic
growth, foster healthier commu-
nities, and shape policies that
benefit everyone. However,
achieving women empowerment
is an ongoing process that
requires the collective effort of
individuals, communities, gov-
ernments, and organizations. It
is a vision for a brighter and
more equitable future where the
full potential of women is real-
ized and we see more women
like Numaira Saleem on the
front stage.

Numaira: Collector of firsts and best example of women empowerment

Quarantine
doctor obtains

bribe in
honey trade
at Torkham

F.P. Report

LANDI KOTAL: Doctor in
quarantine center, Torkham
victimized honeybee own-
ers and asked for illicit
money to clear honey bees
at the border and demanded
from the concerned offi-
cials for legal action
against him. It is to be men-
tioned here that the honey
producers shift the honey
bees’ boxes to Pakistan and
Afghanistan as per need of
season. 

Addressing a press con-
ference held in Landi Kotal
press club on Saturday
Waheedullah Shinwari, a
clear agent in Torkham said
that the quarantine Dr Ilyas
teased the honey owners
for one reason or the other.
He blamed some clearing
agents who paid him thirty
thousand rupees per vehicle
to clear the import of honey
bees from Afghanistan. 

He went on that almost
150 vehicles of honey bees
involved in the honey pro-
ducing business but the
unserious attitude of the
doctor affected them. The
matter had been already
resolved with the Director
of Agriculture Department
by producing legal docu-
mentation of the honeybees
but to in avail, he opined.

He demanded of the
concerned authorities that
besides paying custom duty
and other clearing docu-
ments; however, the doctor
refused to let import of the
honey bees. When Dr Ilyas,
quarantine center, Torkham
was asked for his com-
ments on the issue he firm-
ly rejected the allegation
levelled against him and
never discouraged honey
trade. He maintained that
he let honeybees loaded
trucks to cross into the bor-
der that had legal docu-
ments.

Police arrests
seven alleged

culprits
F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: Police have
arrested four alleged cul-
prits involved in theft of
gold, silver ornaments
worth Rs. 12.5 million and
Rs. 2 million cash from
jewelry shop situated at
Post Office Bazaar Sukheki
Mandi eleven month ago
and recovered stolen gold
ornaments worth Rs.
1682180/-, Rs. 20 lakh cash
and wagon used in burglary.

This was announced by
Station House Officer
Luqman Azam Chathah and
added that police deter-
mined to clear Sukhaki area
from crimes and all accused
involved in different crimes
would be arrested.

According to details,
eleven month ago, unknown
burglars stolen away gold,
silver ornaments worth Rs.
12.5 million and Rs. 2 mil-
lion cash from jewelry shop
of Saleem jeweler situated
at Post Office Bazaar
Sukheki Mandi. Police was
registered a case against
unknown accused. Some
days before, police received
information that an accused
involved in the burglary was
present in Raheem Yar
Khan Jail. Sukheki police
carry accused Allah Ditta
from RYK Jail and recov-
ered 44 gram gold and a
wagon used in theft inci-
dent.

Later, police also arrest-
ed three accused Abdul
Waheed, Zulifqar and
Farooq from different
places and recovered booty
of Rs.20 lakh cash, gold and
silver ornaments worth Rs.
1682180/= from their pos-
session. SHO Luqman
Azam Chathah told that fur-
ther investigation is under-
way and other accused
would also be arrested
soon.

Old enmity
claims 3 lives
KHANEWAL (PPI): Three
people were gunned down
in Khanewal and Ahmadpur
Sharqia over old enmity,
police said Saturday.
According to reports, two
persons were shot dead
while another suffered
injury in heavy firing on a
car near Gharat bridge in
Khanewal. Both the
deceased and injured hailed
from the same family. 

The rescue officials
shifted the dead bodies
and injured to the
Khanewal DHQ hospital.
Police said the firing inci-
dent was a result of an old
enmity. A similar incident
took place in Ahmadpur
Sharqia tehsil of
Bahawalpur where a man
was shot dead in crossfire
between two rival groups.
The tragic incident took
place in the jurisdiction of
the Dera Nawab Sahab
police station.
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MALI (BBC): Two people
have been killed and five
others injured after shells
were fired on the historic
northern Malian city of
Timbuktu, the army says.
The military blamed what it
called "terrorists" for the
shelling.

Timbuktu, a UN-desig-
nated World Heritage Site,
has been under siege in
recent weeks by jihadists,
leading to acute food short-
ages. Back in 2012, it was
captured by Islamist and
Tuareg fighters, who were
eventually ousted by French
forces. However, the
jihadists continued to stage
attacks from their bases fur-
ther north in the Sahara
Desert.

The insurgency was the
main reason Mali's military
seized power in 2020,
accusing the civilian gov-
ernment of failing to pro-
vide security. It pledged to
end the militant attacks but
in recent months it appears
they have been on the
increase. In one of the
bloodiest incidents, 49 peo-
ple died when a river boat in
the north-east of the country
was ambushed a fortnight
ago. The UN peacekeeping
force, which has been in the
country since 2013, is
pulling out at the request of
the military government.

Last year, France with-

drew its forces as the
authorities brought in mer-
cenaries from Russia's
Wagner group. Attack on
Timbuktu, a seat of Islamic
learning home to tens of
thousands of ancient manu-
scripts, caused panic among
residents, local media
report. The city's inhabi-
tants have endured faced
shortages of food, petrol
and medicine since the
beginning of August, when
jihadists warned trucks
from neighbouring regions
not to enter the city.

This has led to a sharp
increase in the price of
those goods which are still
available. As well as report-
ing shelling of Timbuktu,
the army said it had foiled
an attack 240km (150
miles) south-west in Léré
town, killing five militants.
On Sunday, five soldiers
were killed after two mili-
tary camps were raided by
ethnic Tuareg rebels.

An alliance of Tuareg
groups that re-launched a
rebellion last month said it
had captured two bases
from the Malian army in
Sunday's fighting. The
Tuareg rebels, who want
independence for northern
Mali, are opposed to the
army taking control of bases
vacated by departing UN
troops in the area. They also
accuse the junta of reneging

on the 2015 Algiers peace
deal that ended their previ-
ous rebellion.

Timbuktu siege: 2 killed
in Mali mortar attack

UNITED NATIONS (AP): China told
assembled world leaders that it con-
siders itself part of the Global South,
saying it identifies with the goals and
challenges of less-developed nations
and offering them an alternative to
what it has long called “Western
hegemony.” The message came from
a second-tier official after the coun-
try's powerful president, Xi Jinping,
skipped the annual UN meeting
again.

Xi sent Vice President Han Zheng
to deliver a policy statement at the
General Assembly's leaders' meeting
that covered the government's usual
positions with familiar language but
appeared to focus on building coali-
tions around its approach to develop-
ment and international relations. “As
the largest developing country, China
is a natural member of the Global
South. It breathes the same breath
with other developing countries and
shares the same future with them,”
Han said. He also said China supports
those nations' development path “in
keeping with their national condi-
tions.”

The loosely defined term “Global
South,” which has come up frequent-
ly at the United Nations this year,
identifies nations around the world
that are less developed and less rich
than what have typically been called
“first-world nations.” They're not
necessarily in the Southern
Hemisphere; many, in fact, are not.
Leaders of a number of larger devel-
oping nations, including Brazil's Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva and India's
Narendra Modi, have of late pitched
themselves as leaders around whom
the Global South could coalesce. Lula
told leaders at the UN meeting that
“Brazil is back” in a speech widely
received as Global South-focused
maneuvering. And Modi in January
hosted a “Voice of the Global South”

virtual summit.
China, too, has loosely cast itself

in a similar role for more than a
decade — and more so since Xi
launched the “Belt and Road
Initiative” to drive Chinese develop-
ment, infrastructure and influence in
other nations, particularly developing
ones. The sprawling project has been
widely touted but has encountered
bumps along the way. “China,” Han
promised, “will remain a member of
the big family of developing coun-
tries.”

That statement is in keeping with
Beijing’s attempts to balance — often
adeptly — the benefits of continuing
to be a developing nation with the
advantages of being a major global
economic and diplomatic power and
counterbalance to the West. For
decades, since the start of the “reform
and opening up” launched by Deng
Xiaoping after Mao Zedong's death in
1976, China has positioned its
approach to both domestic and inter-
national affairs as an alternative to
“Western hegemony.” That coun-
ternarrative is a frequent cornerstone
of its international identity. Han's
“Global South” statements match that
longtime sensibility.

And China benefits from associa-
tion with the Global South, which
allows it to style statements as if it
speaks for many nations — nations
that may not be strong enough to
object if such a powerful government
mischaracterizes them. Whether
China and its $18 trillion GDP should
actually be considered part of the
Global South is a frequently debated
matter. In January, at Modi's summit,
125 countries were included but
China wasn't one of them. That may
have had more to do with China's
often-tense relations with India than
with its attitude toward the concept in
general.

Xi was one of four leaders of per-
manent UN Security Council mem-
bers who did not show at the United
Nations this week. France's
Emmanuel Macron, Britain's Rishi
Sunak and Russia's Vladimir Putin
also skipped it; US President Joe
Biden, leader of the host nation, was
the only permanent Security Council
member to deliver a speech. Han
Zheng's presence at the United
Nations came at a time when China's
diplomatic operation appears to be in
a bit of disarray.

Many expected Foreign Minister
Wang Yi to come to the General
Assembly and possibly pave the way
for a Xi-Biden meeting. Wang attend-
ed and delivered the speech last year.
In the months since, a newly appoint-
ed foreign minister came and went
with some mystery, and Wang took
the role on again. Han, in his speech,
covered China's usual topics in such
meetings. Among them:

He reiterated that Taiwan, the
island off China's coast that has its
own independent government, is his-
torically a part of China and always
will be — a frequent message to the
United States and the world. The
island and the mainland split in 1949
after a civil war.

He said China supported human
rights “suited to our national condi-
tions in response to the needs of our
people.” Beijing's repressive policies
toward ethnic Uyghurs in the western
region of Xinjiang and its policies
toward dissent, including in the spe-
cial administrative region of Hong
Kong, come under frequent Western
scrutiny. He said, as China has many
times before, that a cease-fire and
peace talks are the only path to end-
ing war in Ukraine. China has tread a
delicate line in the 18 months since
Russia invaded Ukraine in February
2022.

China, at UN, presents itself as a
member of the Global South as
alternative to a Western model

NEW YORK (Agencies): Dozens of
Cubans marched in Manhattan, shout-
ing “Freedom for Cuba” and “Down
with communism,” to protest the pres-
ence of the island’s handpicked presi-
dent, Miguel Díaz Canel, in New York
to attend the United Nations’ general
assembly this week.

“The Cuban people have no human
rights, and the sad part of it is that a
couple of blocks from here, at the
United Nations, the international
community is complicit,” said Alian
Collazo, coordinator of Cuban
Freedom March, one of the groups
organizing the demonstration. “There
are thousands of political prisoners,
including children under 18, in politi-
cal prison for doing what I am doing
here,” he shouted into a megaphone.

Díaz-Canel arrived in the United
States on Sunday to participate in sev-
eral high-level events at the United
Nations, speaking about climate
change, the debt of developing
nations, and universal healthcare,
while taking each opportunity to slam
the US embargo against the island.
But Cuban exiles who have come to
the United States fleeing poverty, lack
of freedoms and communist indoctri-
nation for over 60 years say the
United Nations should not invite
authoritarian leaders. “We have come
to say what Díaz-Canel did not say
inside that building,” said another of
the protest coordinators, activist Rosa
María Payá, who is leading
Cubadecide, an initiative to hold a
plebiscite in Cuba to decide the coun-
try’s future. “We are here to raise the
voices of the more than a thousand
Cubans who first raised them for us
and are in prison today carrying the
honor and decorum of the entire

Cuban people.”
Local Miami-Dade community

council member Dariel Fernández,
who heads the pro-democracy group
Somos Más, said Díaz-Canel came to
the United Nations “to lie to the
world” about the actual situation on
the island and that the “murderous
dictatorship” was behind the erosion
of democracy in other Latin American
countries like Venezuela and
Nicaragua. Florida Republican state
Sen. Alexis Calatayud also participat-
ed in the protest carrying a sign with
the faces of some of the political pris-
oners in Cuba.

Protesters were also carrying ban-
ners accusing Cuba of supporting
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine by send-
ing Cubans to fight there, following
an online leak of documents, includ-
ing several photos of passports show-
ing Russia is recruiting Cuban merce-
naries. Cuba has denied involvement
and said it was investigating a human-
trafficking ring, but the island’s
ambassador to Moscow was quoted
on Russian media saying his country
was not opposing the recruitment
efforts. The ambassador’s statements
prompted a rare public rebuke by
Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno
Rodríguez, who said the Cuban gov-
ernment was against “mercenarism.”
Cuba is a close Russia ally, and while
Cubans were demonstrating on the
streets, Rodríguez was meeting
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov at the UN Rodríguez put out a
statement assuring the “excellent state
of bilateral relations and the mutual
willingness to deepen economic, com-
mercial, financial and cooperation ties
for the benefit of both peoples.”

Demonstrators had been expected

to attend a panel discussion about
human rights violations on the island
organized by CubaDecide and Human
Rights Foundation at Columbia
University Club, an alumni associa-
tion. But the club canceled the event,
telling Payá she “had brought a
protest to the club’s door,” she said.
The club has not replied to an email
seeking clarification about its deci-
sion. But the protest continued in
front of Cuba’s mission to the UN,
and so did the human-rights event,
rebooked at a different venue, The
Knickerbocker Hotel.

Those in attendance heard about
the harsh conditions in which Cuba is
keeping Jose Daniel Ferrer, one of the
prominent opposition leaders on the
island, arrested when he tried to join
the islandwide pro-democracy
demonstrations in July of 2021. Ferrer
is surviving “under extreme and cruel
conditions, confined in a tiny cell in
unsanitary conditions, and incommu-
nicado for several months at a time,”
said his daughter, Martha Beatriz
Ferrer, who lives in the United States.

The speakers also discussed extra-
judicial killings and the lack of an
independent judiciary, as well as the
Cuban government’s support of
Chinese espionage against the United
States and the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. The panel, moderated by
Payá, included human-rights lawyers,
activists and experts who talked
about the difficulties in seeking
accountability for the death of Cuban
dissident Oswaldo Payá, who was
likely killed by Cuban state security
agents, according to a recent conclu-
sion by the Organization of American
States in a report that was years in the
making.

Cubans march in New York to
protest island leader’s presence

BEIRUT (Agencies): Zuhair looks
despondently down at his feet, where
the shoemaker’s profound poverty is
obvious in his own shoes, tattered
beyond repair, which he wears with-
out socks. “I can’t even afford to buy
shoes,” he says. “We are barely sur-
viving. We don’t see a chicken; meat
is off the menu.”

Zuhair, who has big hands, a mish-
mash of teeth, and thick veins pro-
truding from overly thin arms, refus-
es to be photographed or to give his
full name. He expresses shame at
how dramatically his life has been
degraded by the economic collapse
that began in October 2019, in
Lebanon – a nation once trumpeted as
the Switzerland of the Middle East.
Lebanon’s economic meltdown,
brought on when the government
defaulted on its foreign debt and the
currency collapsed, triggered months
of protests demanding deep political
reforms and accountability from cor-
rupt sectarian elites. Dubbed a “revo-
lution” by the thousands of those who
took to the streets, it resulted in little
positive change.

The financial crisis was deemed so
severe that the World Bank, in spring
2021, said Lebanon could be among
the top three “most severe crisis
episodes globally” since the mid-19th
century. The Lebanese people have
been the subject of dire predictions of
malnourished destitution. The impact
of their country’s economic collapse
has been compounded by a perfect
storm of the pandemic, the massive
2020 ammonium nitrate explosion in
the Port of Beirut that caused billions
in damage, chronic political dead-

lock, and a ruling elite that analysts
say has settled into a strategy of
“doing nothing.”

“I can’t take it anymore. Every
time I feel depressed and sick to my
head, I go sit on the beach,” says
Zuhair of the impact of his weekly
earnings dropping from $300 to $50.
He works in a small factory that pro-
duces 32 pairs of women’s shoes a
day. “Things got worse after the rev-
olution because the people who run
the country are a bunch of thieves,”
he says. Before the crash, he and his
family “had it all, used to go on pic-
nics,” and could pay for meat, food,
and their own rent.

Now his two teenage children
can’t go to school because he can’t
pay their annual fees of several hun-
dred dollars. “This country is gone,”
says Zuhair. “It’s a misery.” So how
do Lebanese get by every day, in a
system so broken that citizens hold up
banks to retrieve their own cash;
where the lack of fuel limits the
police response to crimes; and where,
in the southern city of Sidon, local
officials have asked for firefighting
help from a Palestinian refugee
camp?

For Zuhair and his family – among
the more than half of Lebanese peo-
ple who have fallen under the pover-
ty line for the first time in their lives
– survival today means living in a
house on loan from a friend. Without
running water, it was only recently
hooked up with enough electricity to
power a lamp donated by neighbors.
Incongruously amid the poverty, the
Port of Beirut is clogged with new
cars, and streets in more affluent

neighborhoods are plied by the latest-
model Porsche, Lamborghini, and
Ferrari sports cars.

“In Lebanon, we are seeing two
split economies: We are seeing the
wealthy are not losing significant
amounts of money, and in fact are
probably getting richer,” says David
Wood, senior Lebanon analyst for the
International Crisis Group in Beirut.
He notes suggestions of “renewed
prosperity” on the back of data that
the value of Lebanon’s imports has
reached pre-October 2019 levels,
though more reportedly is spent on
importing cars than medicine.

“It’s damning,” says Mr. Wood.
“We’re seeing that people who do
have disposable cash are spending it
on cars and watches and assets ...
while for the majority of people in
Lebanon, we are seeing the normal-
ization of misery.” Change appeared
possible after 2019, but assumptions
on the street proved not to be true,
says Mr. Wood, that either the eco-
nomic collapse would jolt the ruling
elites into action, or that inaction by
those elites would lead to massive
civil unrest.

“The calculation has been made,”
says Mr. Wood. “Lebanon’s elites
have decided that any reforms they
need to accept, that would impact
their grip on power, are unacceptable,
and that it actually serves their nar-
row self-interest to do nothing, rather
than to risk losing control over a sys-
tem which has served them so well
for so long.” Despite the lack of
reform and grim economic statistics
for ordinary Lebanese, the crisis has
significantly expanded one area of

government that appears to be work-
ing: two programs that provide cash
assistance, administered via two
social welfare programs.

The United Nations World Food
Program (WFP) estimates that it sup-
ports one-third of all the people in the
country, working largely through
those government structures. Despite
that support, a recent UN food securi-
ty review found that a quarter of all
those living in Lebanon, some 1.4
million people, are “food insecure.”
“That means they are in crisis mode,
or in emergency mode,” says Antoine
Renard, the deputy country director
for the WFP in Lebanon. He says
112,000 people qualify as being
under emergency status. “The chal-
lenge you have with this crisis is that
what used to be the middle class has
been wiped away, and then you have
those who were poor, even before.”

What started as an emergency
WFP response to the Syrian refugee
crisis – Lebanon hosts the largest
number of refugees per capita in the
world – has expanded exponentially
in recent years to provide sustainable
support to cushion the blow of the
multiple crises for Lebanese people,
also. Needs surged after the 2020 port
blast, which caused damages estimat-
ed at $15 billion and left some
300,000 people homeless, prompting
the WFP to provide direct and imme-
diate aid through food parcels. It also
facilitated a system of cash payments
via a late 2021 World Bank loan
called the Emergency Social Safety
Net, which monthly provides $20 per
individual to families in need, topped
up by $25 per family.

Together, the WFP estimates that
those Lebanese support programs
have scaled up 35-fold since their
inception. Cash is now provided to
700,000 people and food to 300,000.
“This is a protracted crisis,” says Mr.
Renard. “Now we talk more and more
with key ministries [and] with many
other crises around the world; we
have to speak about an exit strategy,”
as the WFP shifts focus to more sus-
tainable support of Lebanon’s food
and social protection systems.

Mounir Kahil and his family, who
live by candlelight in a hovel in
Beirut’s southern suburbs, are
among those benefiting from the
cash handouts. The former bus driv-
er – who lost his job when the pri-
vate school he drove for closed due
to the 2019 economic crash – pulls a
card from his wallet that he uses to
withdraw $105 per month from the
WFP-World Bank program. It is not
enough to cover all their needs,
including $250 in monthly rent, for
which Mr. Kahil says he has sold
pieces of furniture and even down-
sized the family stove.

But the cash helps, along with a
similar card issued by Hezbollah, the
Iran-backed Shiite militia, which
enables big discounts for poor people
in areas it controls at specific
Hezbollah shops and pharmacies. Mr.
Kahil’s wife also earns $7 each day
during the school year, as a school
cleaner. “Everybody in this area has
to fight for their family, for food,”
says Mr. Kahil, who uses a sawed-off
broom handle as a cane. “Ten years
ago, we never thought it would be
this way. Now we can’t even buy a

Pepsi.”
Also helping Lebanese people get

by are remittances from relatives
abroad, which have recently grown to
53.8% of the country’s gross domes-
tic product – the highest remittance
dependency in the world.
“Remittances are definitely a big part
of the answer to how Lebanese sur-
vive each day,” says Jacob Boswall,
the team leader of Mercy Corps
Lebanon Crisis Analytics in Beirut.

Remittances have for decades
played an important role in the
Lebanese economy, but prior to the
2019 crisis they were traditionally
used to invest in productive assets,
which helped boost the economy.
“What’s happening now is usage is
almost exclusively being put toward
survival, and that’s buying basic
items like food, fuel, and paying
rent,” says Mr. Boswall. That signifi-
cant change is “deeply, deeply
unequal” and polarizing, with very
little sharing or distribution of remit-
tances.

Not receiving remittances, and
unaware of any cash or food handout
scheme, shoemaker Zuhair describes
a lack of support – and 90-minute
walks to the nearest beach, where he
can use his fishing rod. Gone are the
days when he could pay for a bus to
Jounieh, the town just north of Beirut,
where he used to fish on weekends.
Or even pay for a ride to the nearby
beach from his home in Beirut’s
southern suburb of Dahiya. “I don’t
get paid much to begin with,” says
Zuhair. “We have no other choice but
to work. If we stop work, we literally
don’t eat.”

How Lebanese people survive the ‘normalization of misery’

HUEHUETOCA (Reuters):
Several dozen migrants
retreated in frustration from
train tracks outside Mexico
City, blocked by Mexican
officials from hitching rides
on cargo wagons in a major
new enforcement effort to
curb the flow of people
headed north.

Thousands of people
have reached the northern
border in recent days and
crossed into the United
States, many after taking
dangerous journeys on
freight trains known as
"The Beast." Mexican rail-
road operator Ferromex this
week suspended 60 trains
due to the influx of people,
and Mexico's National
Migration Institute (INM)
has deployed agents to dis-
suade people from climbing
aboard. At a railway along-
side a trash dump in

Huehuetoca, a town north
of Mexico City, some 40
INM agents in more than a
dozen vans drove alongside
the tracks to cut off access
to migrants, and sent up a
drone to locate others who
had scrambled into the sur-
rounding hills. "They
forced us away from the
rail," said Jason, a
Venezuelan migrant who
asked to be identified only
by his first name. "We have
no other options anymore."

Migrants carrying back-
packs and jugs of water
made their way through tall
grass under the hot sun to
retreat on foot to the nearest
town. INM said it would
work with Ferromex,
owned by conglomerate
Grupo Mexico, to identify
strategic points to dissuade
migrants from riding the
trains, which it said puts

lives at risk.
Despite the dangers of

clambering aboard car
roofs or huddling inside
open-air wagons, many
migrants say they cannot
afford other options, and
fear extortion on the high-
ways or being sent by
migration agents back to
southern Mexico. Milagros
Narvaez, also from
Venezuela, said the INM
officers told the migrants
they had to turn back, and
that she was desperate after
already struggling for near-
ly a month to find a way to
the northern border.

"It's been an odyssey to
be here in Mexico," she
said. "We want to take the
train to get to the border
and cross into the United
States... Wherever the train
takes us, wherever they will
give us asylum."

Mexican officials 
push migrants away from 
border-bound cargo trains

Judge blocks
govt plan to
scale back

Gulf oil
lease sale

NEW ORLEANS (AP): A
federal judge has ordered
the Interior Department to
expand next week's sched-
uled sale of of Gulf of
Mexico oil and gas leases
by millions of acres, reject-
ing a scaled-back plan
announced last month by
the Biden administration as
part of an effort to protect an
endangered whale species.

The Biden administration
asked the 5th US Circuit
Court of Appeals in New
Orleans to block the order
issued in Lake Charles,
Louisiana, by US District
Judge James David Cain Jr.
Environmental groups rep-
resented by the Earthjustice
organization also appealed.

As originally proposed in
March, the Sept. 27 sale was
would have made 73 mil-
lion acres (30 hectares) of
offshore tracts available for
drilling leases. That area
was reduced to 67 million
acres (27 hectares) in
August when Interior's
Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management announced
final plans for the sale.
Cain's injunction restores
the original coverage area.
BOEM's revision also
included new speed limits
and requirements for per-
sonnel on industry vessels
in some of the areas to be
leased — also blocked by
Cain's order.

BOEM had adopted the
reduced area and new rules
for next week's sale as part
of an agreement the admin-
istration reached last month
with environmentalists in
efforts to settle a whale-pro-
tection lawsuit filed in fed-
eral court in Maryland.
Chevron, Shell Offshore,
the American Petroleum
Institute and the state of
Louisiana sued to reverse
the cut in acreage and block
the inclusion of the whale-
protecting measures in the
lease sale provisions. They
claimed the administration’s
actions violated provisions
of a 2022 measure, labeled
the Inflation Reduction Act,
that provided broad incen-
tives for clean energy, along
with creating new drilling
opportunities in the Gulf.
They also said the changes
after the initial lease sale
was proposed in March vio-
late federal law because
they were adopted arbitrari-
ly, without sufficient expla-
nation of why they are need-
ed.

Meanwhile, rival litiga-
tion filed by Earthjustice
and other prominent envi-
ronmental groups seeks to
halt the lease sale. The
organizations say the lease
sale violates the National
Environmental Policy. They
say the administration failed
to account for health threats
to Gulf Coast communities
near oil refineries and didn’t
adequately the effects of
new fossil fuel development
on the climate. Energy
industry representatives
welcomed the ruling. “The
injunction is a necessary
and welcome response from
the court to an unnecessary
decision by the Biden
administration,” Erik
Milito, President of the
National Ocean Industries
Association, said in an
emailed news release.

Fight ends
PHOENIX (AP): Two fed-
eral lawsuits filed over for-
mer Arizona Gov. Doug
Ducey's decision last year to
place thousands of shipping
containers along the US-
Mexico border have been
dismissed after the state said
it would pay the US Forest
Service $2.1 million to
repair environmental dam-
age.

The Sept. 15 dismissal of
the cases in US District
Court in Phoenix ends the
fight over the double-
stacked containers that were
placed as a makeshift border
wall in the summer of 2022.
Ducey, a Republican, sued
in US District Court seeking
to stop the federal govern-
ment from preventing place-
ment of the containers.

The US Department of
Justice then sued Ducey and
other Arizona officials, say-
ing the wall interfered with
federal control of the land
along the international
boundary. Many of the
3,000 containers were
placed in the Yuma area of
western Arizona and in the
remote San Rafael Valley in
southeastern Cochise
County. 
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Kashmir dispute
and UN impotence

C
ARETAKER Prime Minister Anawar-ul-Kakar
has called on the UN Security Council (UNSC) to
secure the implementation of its resolutions on

Kashmir, which was the key to peace between India
and Pakistan, the nuclear-armed neighbours whose
military mostly remain eyeball to eyeball throughout
the year. PM told the world leaders that Inda has
invaded the implementation of the UNSC's resolutions
which call for the final disposition of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute to be decided by it's people through a
UN-supervised plebiscite.

During his maiden address to the 193-member General
Assembly's high-level session, PM Kakar put a special
focus on the Kashmir dispute because Jammu and Kashmir
is the oldest unresolved dispute on the agenda of the United
Nations and its executive arm the UN Secuirty Council
(UNSC) who's multiple resolutions had been dubbed with
dust and corrosion in a wait to implementation over the
past seven and a half decades. As a matter of fact, the
Jammu and Kashmir is a major territorial dispute, an ever
elevated nuclear flashpoint and a long-held humanitarian
issue, that sets in a thickly populated region in South Asia.
This all-time simmering conflict between two nuclear-
armed neighbours is not only a grave risk to global peace
but poses a serious risk of a nuclear conflict which could
perish millions of lives within no time.

Over the decades, the people of Jammu and Kashmir did
not lose their confidence in the United Nations, which not
only acknowledged Kashmiris' right to self-determination
but also asked contesting nations to hold a plebiscite under
UN supervision to get people's verdict about the future of
the state. Unfortunately, UN Security Council resolutions
were not time-bound, which was used by the occupier to its
advantage for consolidating its grip over the valley instead
of abiding by its obligations under UN resolutions.

Prime Minister Kakar rightly sensitized the world about
grave human rights situations in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), which has been shaped into
an open prison in the world. India has deployed over
900,000 troops in the occupied Kashmir, imposed extend-
ed lockdowns and curfews, and incarcerated all the gen-
uine Kashmir leaders, extra-judicial killings of innocent
Kashmiris in fake encounters become a norm and collec-
tive punishment through so-called cordon and search oper-
ations are an everyday practice in the highly militarized
zone in the world. Meanwhile, New Delhi blatantly denied
requests by the UN High Commission for Human Rights
and over a dozen Special Rapporteurs, which is indicative
of the worst human rights and deteriorating security situa-
tion in the valley that merits particular attention from the
UN Secuirty Council which almost forgot it's resolution on
Kashmir dispute.

Meanwhile, PM Kakar categorically opposed an addi-
tion of permanent members in the UN Secuirty Council,
wherein India is one of the aspirants to the Security
Council's permanent membership, which would further
erode its credibility and legitimacy. Meanwhile, Kakar
stressed that world nations build, preserve and promote
peace and prosperity which is vital to reducing great power
rivalry and tensions. He also called for ensuring strict
adherence to the UN Charter and consistent implementa-
tion of the Security Council resolutions to eliminate the
root causes of conflicts and respect the principles of non-
use of force, self-determination, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the states and peaceful co-existence.

Although, Mr. Kakar has made a concerted effort to
highlight the Kashmir issue and present Pakistan's per-
spective regarding important global issues including cli-
mate change, UN reforms, the war in Ukraine and others.
However, the annual UNGA Summit, commentary of
global leaders and rebuttals of opponents, propaganda and
demonstrations inside the global forum and outside the UN
Headquarters have now become customary and a periodic
exercise. In fact, all such global huddles, leaders' debates
and people's aspirations are futile if all those endeavours
are cosmetary and traditional instead public problems-cen-
tric. This is the reason that UN failed to achieve it's mani-
festo over the past decades.

Chitral Valley and
the evil of terrorism 

T
HE menace of terrorism has flourished across
Pakistan while the KPK formally known as
Pakistan's Northwest Frontier Province and

Erstwhile FATA bordering Afghanistan, has been the
prime victim of terrorist activities in the past almost
two decades. Unfortunately, the latest wave of terror-
ism has endangered the peace, prosperity and reli-
gious harmony in KP's most peaceful and heavenly
regions particularly Chitral, Dir and the famous
Lowari top and Shindoor Pass. There have been sev-
eral incidents of terrorism and terrorist movements/
activities in border regions adjoining Afghanistan
which have caused serious concerns among the locals,
the tourists from other areas, and the Law
Enforcement Agencies who want to preserve peace
and tranquillity in the terror-free valley at all costs.

The issue of terrorism has become more complex as
several terror outfits including the Taliban, Al-Qaeda and
the Tahreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) have joined hands
to achieve their collective manifesto in the broader AfPak
region. Those groups are based in the Eastern provinces
of Afghanistan, which provided them with easy access
and across-border movement between Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Similarly, the IS-K is also expanding its net-
work and bringing lethality to its activities inside
Pakistan.

Currently, the enemies are regrouping and expanding
their sabotage, and subversion to peaceful destinations
and tourism hubs in Pakistan. That will not only destroy
peace in the region but will ruin local tourism, economy
and good neighbourlyness in that areas. The terror inci-
dents met a prompt reaction and Corps Commander
Peshawar personally visited Chitral and emphasized an
unwavering commitment to maintaining law and order in
the area. Meanwhile, the citizens of Chitral also
expressed their commitment to working alongside Pak
Army and other law enforcement agencies to preserve
peace in this naturally breathtaking valley. In fact, LEAs
alone cannot preserve peace in far flung areas and need
full public support, valuable intelligence sharing and peo-
ple resilience against the evil of terrorism who had taken
root in our society. Luckily, residents of Chitral have
affirmed their resolve to preserve complete peace and
tranquillity in their homeland, hence, they can defeat all
evildoers with their teamwork and cooperation.

T
HE 78th UN
General Assembly
is underway and

the world leaders who
have made their annual
pilgrimage to New York
know what is at stake this
year for the UN, the world
order that underpinned
all the post-Second World
War international institu-
tions and the fate of mul-
tilateralism and coopera-
tion due to the unprece-
dented challenges that
our world faces.

The theme that General
Assembly President Dennis
Francis, the permanent rep-
resentative of Trinidad and
Tobago, has chosen says it
all: "Rebuilding trust and
reigniting global solidari-
ty." The trust deficit among
the nations of the world,
especially between the
Global South and the devel-
oped world, or the Global
North, is a widening chasm.

Global solidarity has
given way to division, com-
petition and fragmentation.
Reigniting it will take a real
commitment by those who
have the power to rekindle
the promise of peace that
the UN represents.

All the analysis about
this UNGA is full of dread
about the state of our world
and the future of the UN
and global cooperation. It is
true. The world that is
descending on the UN
headquarters is not the
same world that we knew
even a year or two ago. The
world is divided like we
have never seen since the
founding of the organiza-
tion. The UN itself is under
tremendous pressure to stay
relevant only because those
who are supposed to keep it
strong are undermining it
by their actions outside of
the UN framework, some-
times in contravention of its
charter or via inaction in
the face of colossal chal-
lenges. These challenges
range from conflict to ris-
ing poverty and inequality
to a worsening climate cri-
sis and natural disasters, the
consequences of a terrible
pandemic and backsliding
on democracy and human
rights.

The UN is reeling under
the weight of these multiple
crises and the gridlock that
has plagued its Security
Council, which failed to
uphold its responsibility to
maintain peace and security
in the face of conflict on
many occasions last year. It
is very easy for world lead-

ers and experts alike to
blame the UN. But the
blame should be laid on the
shoulders of member states,
especially the great powers,
including the new rising
powers, and not the organi-
zation. The UN is only as
strong as its members and
their actions, and is as weak
as they make it. The last
year was a showcase of
how not to treat the UN and
what happens when you
dilute its influence by act-
ing outside or around it,
weakening it. Last year's
diluted multilateralism,
power competition and
unfulfilled commitments to
the UN and to solving
urgent global problems
were a harbinger of a more
difficult path ahead.

This reality was, no
doubt, what Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
had in mind when he
decried the assault on
peace. "Drop by drop, the
poison of war is infecting
our world," he said last
week. He appealed to the
world leaders who are com-
ing to UNGA, saying:
"This is not a time for pos-
turing or positioning. This
is not a time for indiffer-
ence or indecision. This is a
time to come together for
real, practical solutions."
The UN has prepared for
the world leaders and their
delegations a very full
agenda, along with clear
paths to solutions should
they decide to put our
world on a path of recovery
and healing.

The centerpiece of the
UNGA's meetings is the
Sustainable Development
Goals Summit. It is central
because the implementa-
tion of the goals is current-
ly off track. The summit
will issue a political decla-
ration that has already been
negotiated among member
states and, for the first time,
it includes "bold" language
that was not imaginable in
previous declarations. It
admits that the achievement
of the SDGs is "in peril"
and expresses deep concern
over the "marked increase
of the estimated SDG
financing gap and (recog-
nizes) the urgency of pro-
viding predictable, sustain-
able and sufficient develop-
ment finance to developing
countries from all sources."
The declaration calls for
"strengthened multilateral
actions and coordination by

all creditors to address the
deteriorating debt situa-
tion." It supports the
"reform of the international
financial architecture …
including its business mod-
els and financing capaci-
ties," saying that it "must be
made more fit for purpose,
equitable and responsive to
the financing needs of
developing countries, to
broaden and strengthen the
voice and participation of
developing countries in
international economic
decision-making, norm-set-
ting, and global economic
governance." This is new
language for a UN declara-
tion endorsed by world
leaders, including the big
powers, and it indicates a
change reflective of the
new global political land-
scape, in which the voice of
the Global South is becom-
ing clearer, louder and
bolder.

Qatari Ambassador to
the UN Sheikha Alya
Ahmed Saif Al-Thani, who
led the negotiations on the
political declaration with
her colleague from Ireland,
told Arab News that the
political declaration "sym-
bolizes a moment of unity
among nations, emphasiz-
ing their shared responsibil-
ity to address pressing
global challenges." She
added that the declaration
represents a "solid baseline
for the negotiations yet to
come in the upcoming
UNGA session on the
future pact that is anticipat-
ed to be negotiated and
adopted at the 2024 UN
Summit of the Future."
World leaders will also
have a chance at the
Climate Ambition Summit
to "walk the talk" on efforts
to tackle the climate crisis,
as a UN press release said.
The summit will focus on
"three acceleration tracks:
ambition, credibility and
implementation."

Pandemic preparedness
will also be the subject of a
meeting between world
leaders, the president of the
General Assembly and the
World Health Organization.
They will adopt a declara-
tion on the road ahead for
confronting future pan-
demics and ensuring global
health. There will also be a
meeting on universal
healthcare, a high-level dia-
logue on financing for
development and one on
the fight against tuberculo-

sis. The last meeting is a
ministerial one to start
preparation for next
September's Summit of the
Future.

With this packed agenda,
UNGA 78 is on its way to
being one of the busiest in a
while, although President
Joe Biden of the US is the
only leader from the five
permanent members of the
UNSC slated to attend. The
other P5 leaders' absence
should not take away from
the importance of having
the rest of the world gath-
ered in New York. Maybe
their absence should be a
message to all that the cru-
cial work of the UN contin-
ues regardless of who
attends. Since their repre-
sentatives are in the room,
nothing should take away
from the importance of the
work that will take place at
the UN this week. The fact
that this organization and
the architecture that it was
built upon has been able to
ward off another world war
for 78 years so far, while
succeeding in keeping all
these countries working
together (193 now, com-
pared to the 50 brave ones
that set it up) is a vote of
confidence in this imperfect
organization. I used to think
of us inside that building on
First Avenue in New York
as Noah's Ark. We were
still sitting together, negoti-
ating and working toward a
better world, while the
noise, distrust, hatred and
divisions of the outside
world were opening more
gates for floodwater to
drown the sailing ship.

Whenever I am faced
with any criticism of the
UN, I remember American
President Dwight
Eisenhower, who said at the
General Assembly in 1953:
"Never before in history
has so much hope for so
many people been gathered
together in a single organi-
zation." His words ring as
true today as they did then,
especially when he added:
"With all its defects, with
all the failures that we can
check up against it, the UN
still represents man's best
organized hope to substi-
tute the conference table for
the battlefield." We should
all, especially the world
leaders, remember that this
week, in that magnificent
reservoir of hope on the
East River, and commit to
preserving the UN and
making it better. 

Arab News

World leaders must
commit to preserving the UN

and making it better
Dr. Amal Mudallali

A
S the celebrated
ancient Silk Road
once spurred flour-

ishing trade and cultural
exchange between the
East and West, a new
"steel Silk Road" has
emerged in modern times
- the China-Europe
freight train network.
Traversing remote fron-
tiers along the Eurasian
landmass aboard this
high-tech carriage, East
meets West again in a new
era of burgeoning pros-
perity.

A decade since concep-
tion, China's visionary Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) is
delivering tangible benefits
across continents, propelled
by infrastructure develop-
ment and closer economic
linkages. Among its many
milestones, the extensive
rail routes connecting
China and Europe stand out
as a logistical marvel.
Ferrying everything from
smartphones to wine bot-
tles, autos to avocados, the
trains snake through snow-
capped landscapes and des-
olate deserts, traversing 11
countries over a 12,000
kilometer journey. In 2021
alone, around 15,000 trains

made the trip, more than
triple the volume in 2019.
They transported 1.46 mil-
lion twenty-foot equivalent
units (TEUs), a 31% year-
on-year rise. This impres-
sive growth shows no signs
of slowing - the network
now boasts over 60 routes
serving 200 cities in two
dozen countries.
Chongqing, Chengdu,
Zhengzhou and Xi'an serve
as major hubs on the
Chinese side, while
Duisburg, Hamburg,
Warsaw and Vienna are
among top destinations in
Europe.

The formidable progress
was no accident - signifi-
cant investments laid down
physical and digital infra-
structure, enabling seam-
less connectivity. Chinese
cities poured over $300 bil-
lion into high-speed rail-
ways and logistics facilities
tailored to support surging
trade volumes. European
countries also sponsored
collaborative platforms and
upgraded port capacities to
smooth customs and
enhance regional benefits.
Memorandums of under-

standing formalized long-
term road-maps, aligning
diverse stakeholders
toward shared prosperity.

The payoff from these
efforts has been remark-
able. Shipping freight by
rail costs nearly 80% less
than air transportation,
while being 5-10 times
faster than maritime routes.
Supply chains are more
responsive and reliable,
inventory needs lower and
working capital is freed up.
For European customers, it
unlocks convenient access
to premium Chinese prod-
ucts, from household goods
to machinery and tech
gadgets. For Chinese
exporters, it opens avenues
into the European common
market.

Notable examples illus-
trate the reach: Duisburg's
freight hub serves as
German gateway into
Europe, handling volumes
up 300% since 2013.
IKEA facilities in
Moscow stock over 2 mil-
lion items transported
from China by rail. Under
two days, fresh seafood
from eastern China reach-

es markets in Budapest to
delight food connoisseurs.
Spain's winemakers tap
emerging sophisticates
across China, exporting
over 2.4 million bottles
annually. Intermodal solu-
tions combining rail, road
and sea transport create
versatile end-to-end logis-
tics tailored for enterpris-
es of all scales and sec-
tors. Fundamentally, the
prolific China-Europe rail
exemplifies connectivity's
power to uplift economies
and societies. While tech-
nology shrinks distances,
shared humanity has never
drawn closer when afford-
ed conduits enabling con-
structive exchange.

Just as ancient silk car-
avans spawned dialogues
that shape civilizations
today, every freight train
crossing Eurasia brings
prosperity through part-
nership and deepened
affinity between peoples.
By channeling collabora-
tive energies to pave new
conduits, the BRI rekin-
dles the spirit of the his-
toric Silk Road - not mere-
ly a trade corridor, but an
open passage bridging
cultures.

China-Europe freight trains energize
connectivity and commerce

Xu Ying

A
row of men in suits
stands at attention,
a dark bronze stat-

ue towering between
them and a grey high-rise
looming behind. A solemn
speech praises a state offi-
cial as a "model of crys-
talline integrity, self-sac-
rifice and devotion to
duty." Devoid of color
and spontaneity, the scene
could hardly appear more
Soviet. Yet it played out
last week, at the unveiling
of a monument to
Bolshevik secret police
chief Felix Dzerzhinsky at
the Foreign Intelligence
Service (SVR) headquar-
ters in Moscow.

Fallen statues often
serve as a visual shorthand
for radical social and politi-
cal change, from Saddam
Hussein's monument in
Iraq in 2003 and the dis-
mantling of Lenin statues
across Ukraine since the
early 2010s to the toppling
of Bristol's Edward Colston
statue during anti-slavery
protests in 2020. These
images have a seductive but
misleading clarity. While
hailed as symbols of the
rejection of a despised past,
they gradually reveal a
more complicated con-
frontation and contestation
of memories. 

The Dzerzhinsky monu-
ment's return has already
prompted an outpouring of
celebrations and disgust.
Conservative politicians
and pundits crow that
Dzerzhinsky is finally back
in his rightful place. For
liberals and opposition fig-
ures, the renewed tribute to
a Soviet "hangman" offers
further proof for their
alarms over Russia's
descent into a repressive
dictatorship. Dzerzhinsky
was the architect of the
"Red Terror", a sweeping
campaign of executions
and repressions aimed at
stamping out opposition to
the Bolsheviks. Historians
have placed the number of
dead as high as 200,000.

If the Soviet collapse
were summed up in a single
image, it might well be that
of pro-democracy protest-
ers cheering on the night of
Aug. 22, 1991, as the 12-
foot, 11-ton statue of
Dzerzhinsky was lifted by a
crane onto a flat-bed truck.
As it teetered on its graffi-
tied pedestal in the shadow
of the notorious KGB head-
quarters at Lubyanka, the
statue's removal seemed to
herald a new age of free-
dom. The first head of the
Bolshevik Secret Police
(Cheka), Dzerzhinsky now
looked like the last vestige
of its reign of terror. That
the square's sole monument
was now the Solovetsky
Stone, installed by the now-
banned Memorial NGO in
memory of Soviet repres-
sion, further epitomized the
apparent sea change in atti-
tudes. The afterlife of
Dzerzhinsky's monument
in post-Soviet Russia has
come to symbolize neither
the complete rejection nor
wholesale return of a vio-
lent past. It shows instead
how Russian officials use
aspects of history as a
model and justification for
the present. It is thus no
accident that Dzerzhinsky's
long-awaited (or long-
feared) return was
announced last Monday by
Putin's spymaster Sergei
Naryshkin, amid Russia's
full-scale invasion of
Ukraine and crackdown on
domestic "foreign agents."

I first visited Russia
during (and thanks to)
Gorbachev's reforms in
1991. The Intourist itiner-
ary of our school trip
avoided Lubyanka Square,
so I missed the chance to
glimpse Dzerzhinsky in
situ. When I returned a
few years later as a gradu-
ate student, he already had
a new home. Not long
after the coup, the
Moscow authorities had
moved the statue to lan-
guish amid a jumble of
Soviet paraphernalia in the
so-called Graveyard of
Fallen Monuments. Traces
of the 1991 attacks were
still visible on the
pedestal, just as a nearby
Stalin statue sported a
smashed nose. The method
of its removal showed that
violent intolerance should
have no place in the new,
supposedly democratic
Russia. 

It was hard to imagine
that Dzerzhinsky's monu-
ment, and what it symbol-
ized, could ever be
restored. Discussions of the
statue's return regularly
punctuated central and
municipal politics in the
90s and 2000s, often
framed in apolitical terms.
Supporters emphasized its
architectural benefits, argu-
ing that Lubyanka Square
lacked coherence without a

monumental focal point.
However, notes of nostalgia
and admiration for
Dzerzhinsky soon started to
creep in from more than
just the Communist fringes.
Among those clamoring for
his return over the last
quarter century have been a
Mayor of Moscow and
numerous State Duma
deputies. President
Vladimir Putin himself has
never stated his position,
though it is not hard to
guess. 

Dzerzhinsky's path back
to Lubyanka was strewn
with roadblocks. The last
attempt to return a statue to
the square, two years ago,
pitted him in a Moscow-
wide competition with the
medieval prince Alexander
Nevsky. When Nevsky
pulled into an early lead,
the vote was called off.
Details are scarce on the
decision-making behind the
2023 sculpture, and how
sculptor Vladimir Ivanov
created his reproduction of
the original. But it seems
likely to be popular within
the SVR, whose headquar-
ters have housed a bas-
relief of Dzerzhinsky since
the start of the decade, even
if outside opinion is decid-
edly more mixed.

Dzerzhinsky's stubborn
haunting of post-Soviet
politics recalls the cam-
paign to rename the city of
Volgograd to Stalingrad.
Though the plans have now
progressed further than
ever before, "Stalingrad"
does not yet feature on
post-Soviet maps. The con-
trast is telling. Despite
feeding off the cult of what
Russians call the Great
Patriotic War and increas-
ingly resembling Stalinism,
Putin's regime does not
view the Stalin era as a
fully usable past. However,
the cult of the Secret Police
is going from strength to
strength. In fact, the origi-
nal Dzerzhinsky statue was
commissioned during
Soviet attempts to dissoci-
ate the Secret Police from
Stalinist terror. Its 1958
unveiling formed part of
what historian Julie Fedor
calls a "rebranding," which
peaked during Yuri
Andropov's tenure as chair-
man of the KGB.
Throughout the Soviet era,
though, the Dzerzhinsky
myth highlighted his appar-
ent humanity and commit-
ment to "legality". His
work on child homeless-
ness fostered an image of
fatherly kindness, strength-
ened by the proximity of
his statue to Moscow's
largest children's depart-
ment store. 

Despite engineering the
brutal Bolshevik "Red
Terror" and other bloody
campaigns, Dzerzhinsky's
Cheka is still widely seen
as more humane than the
brutal Stalinist NKVD. It
can plausibly be claimed
that he had no connection
to the latter, having died
eight years before its
founding. In a country
headed by a former KGB
agent, whose policing
draws on the Soviet play-
book while keeping secret
police archives closed to
historians, it is unsurprising
that this sanitized image of
the Cheka is thriving. The
return of "Iron Felix" also
conveys a willingness to
crack down hard on ene-
mies of the state, a point
emphasized by Naryshkin
and state media. Like other
Putinist historical symbols,
this myth harbors layers of
meaning, which can be
activated depending on the
political demands and audi-
ences of the moment.

In recent years, several
new busts and statues of
Dzerzhinsky, and even
some of Stalin, have
cropped up across Russia
(as well as Dzerzhinsky's
native Belarus). They lack
the physical and mytholog-
ical stature of the
Lubyanka Dzerzhinsky,
however. The new statue
stands almost 30 kilome-
ters from the city center,
and is a downsized facsim-
ile of its monumental pred-
ecessor. These controver-
sial Soviet symbols have
not made a full return, and
do not occupy the very
center of Russian space or
its political agenda. But
perhaps they don't need to.
While the future of the
Soviet past remains unpre-
dictable, to quote historian
Nanci Adler, some parts fit
very well with the present.
In a state obsessed with
internal and external ene-
mies, the merciless but
honorable Chekist, in the
eyeline of today's secret
agents and with his own
gaze trained toward
Russia's western borders,
seems perfectly at home
where he now stands.

The Moscow Times

The cult of red
terror executioner

lives on
Polly Jones



O
NE way or another, all
love affairs end - often
badly. At least in politics.

In 2015, when he became prime
minister with a robust majority
at age 43, Justin Trudeau was
feted as the reincarnation of for-
mer United States President
John F Kennedy - young, vibrant
and charismatic. Much of the
smitten international press, par-
ticularly the starry-eyed New
York Times, swooned, praising
the Trudeau-helmed government
as "emerging as a moral leader
of the free world".

Heady stuff for a big, "boring"
and largely anonymous country
that yearns for attention and
approval. Lots of Canadians were
smitten too. Trudeau was the "pro-
gressive" antidote to a spent
Conservative administration that
seemed to revel in its callousness -
led for nearly a decade by the defi-
nition of the dour bureaucrat,
Stephen Harper. But Trudeau is
discovering, like every other prime
minister, that, given the inexorable
cycle of politics, governments -
Liberal or Conservative - have a
natural life expectancy.

Trudeau is entering his eighth
year in office. The predictable, tell-
tale signs of atrophy are apparent,
except, of course, to devoted parti-
sans. Enthusiasm has waned.
Fractures have emerged. Scandal -
real or manufactured - has begun to
dominate the public discourse.
Familiarity has bred hubris and
contempt. Fatigue has become syn-
onymous with the "brand".
Popularity has turned to animus.
Change now seems almost
inevitable. In reply, Trudeau has
dipped into the same, futile gam-
bits meant to arrest his steep slide
in the once reassuring polls and
persuade Canadians that there is
life and fight in him and his restive
colleagues yet. So Trudeau shuf-
fled his bulging cabinet, expelling
the corrosive underachievers and
promoting ambitious and, no
doubt, grateful backbenchers
primed to prove to the wounded
prime minister that they have the

right mettle.
Yet beyond the fleeting notice of

Ottawa's incestuous, insular orbit
of career pundits and columnists,
the new arrangements have had no
impact on Trudeau's quickly listing
fortunes. Instead, worry - which, I
suspect, has tipped lately into fear -
among Liberal members of parlia-
ment has triggered leaks bemoan-
ing the prime minister's surprising
listlessness in the face of
Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre's typically rabid rhetori-
cal onslaught aimed not only at
questioning Trudeau's empathy for
"struggling" Canadians but,
shamefully, his loyalty to the coun-
try he serves. Faithful readers of
this column know full well of my
antipathy towards the jejune
Trudeau. The idea that a stunt-
prone dauphin was intent, like
Kennedy, to buck stubborn con-
vention and pursue a transforma-
tive agenda as prime minister was a
silly mirage. Just like Kennedy,
Trudeau has been, save for a bit of
performative tinkering around the
edges, a staunch advocate for and
defender of the economic and for-
eign policy establishment and sta-
tus quo.

A supposed "champion" of cli-
mate "action", Trudeau bought a
floundering oil pipeline for 4.5
billion Canadian dollars ($3.3bn).
A supposed "champion" of human
rights and the rules-based interna-
tional "order", Trudeau offers
diplomatic cover and comfort to
an apartheid regime in Israel and
tried, with a little help from his
insurrectionist-friendly friends in
Brazil, to install a malleable mari-
onette in Venezuela. A supposed
"champion" of the plight of hurt-
ing "ordinary" Canadians,
Trudeau has allowed predatory
corporate monopolies to continue
to reap extraordinary earnings
while the divide between the uber
wealthy and the other, much less
fortunate 99 percent, mushrooms.
Trudeau was confronted recently
by an anxious caucus preoccupied

by the disturbing prospect of los-
ing power and their jobs. A chas-
tised Trudeau emerged from the
party's please-do-something-to-
s a v e - o u r - v u l n e r a b l e - s k i n s
"retreat" to announce that he
would summon the CEOs of gro-
cery chains to a meeting in the
capital and issue the following
ultimatum: Cut prices, or I may -
somehow, someway - put a small,
momentary dent in your obscene
profits.

It was Trudeau Jr's limp, belated
variation of the famous admonition
proffered in 1970 by his dad, for-
mer Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau: "Just watch me." Stirring
stuff. In Trudeau's simplistic calcu-
lus, the solution to the systemic
inequities not only tolerated, but
entrenched by a do-as-you're-told
succession of Liberal and
Conservative prime ministers is a
stern lecture by a teacher-turned-
prime minister delivered in the
principal's office. Yes, that should
do it. If anyone requires any more
evidence of Trudeau's unserious
nature and that his "revitalised"
cabinet had promptly run out of
what could be charitably described
as "ideas" to address the onerous
financial burdens too many
Canadians endure every day, I am
at a loss.

Trudeau's insipid response to
widespread hardship goes some
way towards explaining the unde-
niable exhaustion that personifies a
flailing government whose best-
before date expired after the last
federal elections in 2021 when the
Liberals, out of squalid parochial
interests, reached for another
majority and failed. Trudeau
should have followed his father's
sensible lead and taken a contem-
plative walk in the snow and
realised that his time was up and
the baton ought to be passed. Still,
I don't begrudge Trudeau the
understandable toll that governing
during a raging, disorienting pan-
demic and the sad demise of a long
marriage must have taken on mind

and body. And spurred on by the
addicted-to-rage provocateur
Poilievre, Trudeau has been
assaulted - there is no other word
for it - by a torrent of bile by a trav-
elling mob of vulgar, flag-waving,
conspiracy-infected MAGA
wannabes who, like their crass
standard bearer, ditched civility for
profanity ages ago.

Trudeau intends, it appears, to
contest the next federal elections,
slated for some time in 2025. He
hopes, I gather, that time, com-
bined with a stumble or two by a
surging Poilievre will reverse his
depressing political fortunes. In the
meantime, Trudeau and Poilievre
will try to persuade Canadians that
they stand with the beleaguered
"everyman" and "everywoman". It
is a familiar pantomime. Poilievre
feigns concern for the working
woman and man. If elected, this
slick, anti-reason, anti-science,
anti-union charlatan will, in quick
and happy course, abandon the
people he claims, with a cloying
valedictorian's earnestness, to hold
dear to his calcified bosom.

Poilievre is a younger, slightly
more fluent facsimile of Ontario's
Conservative premier, Doug Ford,
who verified his "faux" populist
credentials by recanting on a
cross-my-heart-and-hope-to-die
promise to protect thousands of
acres of prized farmland and for-
est from voracious developers.
Ford's obedient minions sold the
public land in secret deals to six
hand-picked, chummy real estate
investors who stand to pocket bil-
lions while the "buck-a-beer" pre-
mier insists he did not know about
the sweetheart deals struck at
chichi dinners. 

Poilievre will follow the same
cynical playbook because that's
what "fiscal" Conservatives do in
the fanatical pursuit of "privatisa-
tion": enrich the rich at the
expense of the distracted "every-
woman" and "everyman". Soon
enough, Canadians will be asked
to choose between two vacuous,
pedestrian politicians. Woe,
Canada, indeed.
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Walk away, Justin Trudeau. 
Canada’s love affair with you is over

Andrew Mitrovica

‘
‘Troy fell … the walls of
Hadrian succumbed … the
Great Wall of China was

futile; and … the mighty seas
which are alleged to defend us
can also be circumvented by a
resolute and ingenious oppo-
nent," wrote US Army General
George S. Patton. "In war, the
only sure defense is offense, and
the efficiency of offense depends
on the warlike souls of those con-
ducting it."

"Warlike soul" is an apt descrip-
tion of Patton himself. A vain and
ambitious cigar-smoking bully
who wore riding breeches, a pol-
ished helmet and boots and carried
ivory-handled revolvers, he led
troops on successful lightning
strikes through German-held terri-
tory near the end of World War II.
Patton's military feats could be
chalked up to daring, a grasp of
strategy and an ability to inspire
the troops. He believed in setting
an example by being a presence on
the front line. Patton's approach to
warfighting was "often ridiculed
by his seniors" but under Patton's
command, according to Stephen
D. Sklenka, a Marine Corps major,
"the Third Army delivered ten
times as many enemy casualties as
was inflicted upon themselves."
But there was a dark side to
Patton's forceful approach, one
that kept him from rising to the
very top ranks of the military. It
was made manifest by his racist
and antisemitic remarks and when
he slapped two soldiers he unfairly
accused of faking illness in 1943.
In the midst of the war, the army
tried to keep the assaults secret but
word eventually leaked.

Patton's example comes to mind
as the world focused last week on
war and peace, along with chal-
lenges to the way we live, work and
vote. The performance of leaders,
from Washington to New Mexico
to Detroit to the Vostochny
Cosmodrome in Russia's far east,
matters more than ever and raises a
host of questions: When is "war-

like" ferocity effective in the pur-
suit of valid goals and when does it
cross over into becoming harmful
or even toxic? Should a leader ever
put his own views aside to bow to
the dictates of his followers? And
when does injustice make it essen-
tial to obey your conscience above
all else? In the business world, Elon
Musk's achievements have been
epic, particularly in spaceflight and
the manufacture and marketing of
electric cars, but they've often been
eclipsed by erratic and impulsive
episodes, according to Nicole
Hemmer's review of the new book
"Elon Musk" by Walter Isaacson.
After buying Twitter last year,
Musk "emerged as a force of
destruction, stripping the social
media site of its value, its reputa-
tion and then, ultimately, its name.
In recent weeks, he has been using
the rebranded 'X' platform to attack
the Anti-Defamation League, an
organization that fights anti-
semitism and extremism. Musk has
repeatedly been criticized for
enabling and boosting antisemitic
content on the platform."

"Isaacson tries to square these
two Musks. He rummages through
Musk's violent and chaotic child-
hood in South Africa … He dis-
sects Musk's many combative,
combustible romantic relation-
ships and the many children they
produced, often in secret. He
charts the ruptured business part-
nerships and dismissed employees
and impossible deadlines that
seemed tailor-made to increase
human suffering. And Isaacson
decides that this is the cost of
innovation. … Musk's apparent
cruelty is at least in part an off-
shoot of the fact that his compa-
nies seem to be more real, more
alive, to him than human beings."
Hemmer contends that Isaacson
presents an "impoverished view of
genius, one that perpetuates the
'great man' theory of history, in
which the course of the world is

shaped by a few brilliant men who
thrive under the systems of their
time. It overshadows genius gener-
ated through collaboration, which,
though present throughout Musk's
career, takes a backseat to the
force of his singular personality
throughout Isaacson's book. And it
leaves little room for the transfor-
mative power of people such as
racial justice and LGBTQ move-
ment leaders who divined a new
way of being in the world, which
requires a sort of emotional and
moral understanding absent from
Musk's career." In the past week,
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
modeled a different kind of leader-
ship - one that was drastically
weakened in part by the 15 rounds
of voting it took for him to win
over enough of his party's hard-
right faction to lead the House in
January.  In what was widely seen
as an attempt to placate members
of the House Freedom Caucus and
to mollify former President
Donald Trump, McCarthy
launched an inquiry into the
grounds for impeaching President
Joe Biden. But by week's end, it
was clear that the gambit had done
little to appease the extreme House
Republicans who still seemed in
no mood to compromise on a deal
that would avert a government
shutdown on October 1.

"Trump clearly seems to view
impeaching Biden as payback for
both his prior impeachments and
his current criminal prosecutions,"
wrote Norman Eisen. "In a sense,
Trump is right - revenge is all it is
because there is no constitutional
basis for proceeding here." Eisen,
a Democrat who served as counsel
to House Democrats in the first
Trump impeachment, said
McCarthy appeared to cave to
House members who threatened to
oust him from the speakership.
"He recently said that he would
not proceed without a formal vote
on the inquiry, but there was no

mention of that at all in his
announcement of the inquiry
Tuesday." "Years of searching
have yet to yield any support at all
for the allegation that Biden per-
sonally profited off his son's for-
eign business dealings," Eisen
observed. A conservative writer,
W. James Antle III, argued that
"the Biden family deserves con-
gressional scrutiny. President Joe
Biden reportedly engaged in
phone calls with his son's foreign
business partners that could jeop-
ardize the integrity of the White
House and our democracy.
Especially because they seem to
have gone beyond the president
and his aides' claims of strict non-
involvement in Hunter Biden's
affairs."

"There are questions about
these matters that need to be
asked. But an impeachment
inquiry is not the place to ask
them," wrote Antle, noting that
McCarthy "becomes the latest
political figure to debase and
erode what was once the ultimate
safeguard against presidential mis-
conduct. … Without any realistic
prospect of a Senate conviction
and removal from office, impeach-
ment becomes the equivalent of a
nonbinding resolution opposing
the president. Soon it has little
more impact than a mean tweet."
Impeachment will backfire, pre-
dicted John Avlon. "This baseless
impeachment inquiry is part of an
elaborate revenge fantasy
designed to blur the differences
between Trump, who has been
indicted four times, and Biden
ahead of the 2024 presidential
election. Rather than helping
Republicans politically, it will pro-
vide just the latest example of
overreach leading to backlash. A
tit-for-tat impeachment vote is not
going to appeal to swing voters in
swing districts. It will look like the
hyper-partisan pantomime that it is
- an exercise in putting party over
country." 

CNN

Musk, McCarthy and Romney
are three kinds of leaders

Richard Galant

T
HE Leader of the
Opposition has finally
come clean. To the

Financial Times (of course), Keir
Starmer says that he will renego-
tiate the Brexit arrangements we
put in place in 2020. We always
knew he would, but it's good to
have it said.

For some reason, Starmer thinks
the 2020 deal is "thin". In fact, it's
the biggest and broadest such deal
ever - the first deal with no tariffs
on any of either side's goods, and
including not just trade but also
aviation, transport, social security,
health (your UK health insurance
card is valid in the EU thanks to
this deal), fisheries, security and
law enforcement, and more. So for
Starmer and Labour, this is all
about ideology not fact. 

He also thinks Brexit is "not
working". Economically, that's
obviously not true - as the ONS's
recent sudden correction told us.
What he really means is that "self-

government is not working": that
Britain cannot govern itself with-
out an injection of EU laws from
Brussels. That's clearly what metro
"progressive" Labour really thinks,
and it's what makes these renegoti-
ation ideas so dangerous. Possibly
Starmer is operating in the fantasy
world in which the EU will make
concessions purely because they
are so pleased to see Labour back
in charge in Westminster. In reality,
no one on the EU side is pressing
to change this deal. Yes, in 2020
the EU wanted the review mecha-
nisms in case we rapidly and
aggressively exploited our Brexit
freedoms while still having zero
tariffs. They can see there is not
much risk of that now, more's the
pity, so why would they do any-
thing other than tinker at the
edges? 

The only people who want to go
back to the argument are the unrec-

onciled fanatics on both sides of
the Channel: on one side Guy
Verhofstadt sneering at British
democracy on Twitter; on the
other, David Lammy, the shadow
foreign secretary, who in 2019
compared Brexiteers to Nazis and
proponents of South African
apartheid. If Starmer is indulging
in such wishful thinking, he'll get
nothing. 

But it's hard to see his Islington
base being happy with this. Labour
will have to offer fundamental
change, a return to EU law and
supervision. Perhaps Starmer will
begin with a food and veterinary
deal, accepting the only one that
will be on offer, one that comes
with the imposition of EU laws
and control by the Commission
and the ECJ. Perhaps he'll look for
a migrants' returns agreement,
accepting that he will have to com-
mit himself to taking a share of EU

migrants too. But it won't stop
there, and before long we will
have the worst of both worlds: the
EU setting many of our laws
again, this time with no UK say at
all.

The worrying thing is that,
despite these obvious problems,
Labour feel the wind is in their
sails. That's not surprising when
the Government itself is responsi-
ble for the wretched Windsor
Framework and does very little to
speak up for the 2020 Brexit deal.
One could be forgiven for asking
why our rulers are so keen to keep
watering down what every other
country outside the EU has: the
right to set its own laws and run its
own affairs, well or badly. Yet so it
is. Brexiteers must provide a coun-
terbalance: come together again to
get out the arguments, protect what
we thought we had definitively
achieved in 2020, and explain what
we can yet achieve with it. Hold on
to it - or lose it. 

UK Government is paving the way
for Labour’s great Brexit betrayal

David Frost

N
OTHING about
Luis Moreno
Ocampo's testimo-

ny to the US Congress last
week was subtle. The leg-
endary former prosecutor
of the International
Criminal Court told the
Tom Lantos Human
Rights Commission that
there is reasonable basis
to believe that a genocide
is underway in Nagorno-
Karabakh, where an esti-
mated 120,000 Armenians
have been deprived of
food, fuel and medical
supplies for more than
eight months.

Nagorno-Karabakh -
known as the Republic of
Artsakh by local Armenians
- a mountaintop region pop-
ulated by ethnic
Armenians, has been offi-
cially within the borders of
Azerbaijan since the days
of the Soviet Union. Local
Armenian authorities have
vied for independence from
Azerbaijan for decades,
leading to an ongoing polit-
ical and military conflict.
Since December, the
Lachin Corridor, the main
road into the mountaintop
enclave, has been blocked
by Azeri protesters and
government forces, who
stopped the normal flow of
goods. Since June, the
International Committee of
the Red Cross has been
barred from using the road
to bring food to the
Armenian population, in
what local residents see as a
way of forcing them to
capitulate to a series of
political demands, includ-
ing a complete surrender of
their local autonomy.

This weekend, the two
sides had appeared to reach
a deal on aid deliveries, but
by Monday the agreement
had either stalled or broken
down. As the political dis-
pute drags on, residents are
running out of time.
Multiple monitoring groups
say there is widespread
food scarcity on the
ground, with child and
adult malnutrition setting
in. (On Tuesday, a single
Russian Red Cross truck
with supplies arrived in
Nagorno-Karabakh carry-
ing food, blankets and
hygiene supplies, according
to the local authority, as
reported by Reuters.) Its
precious cargo is sorely
needed. In strangling the
supply of food, Ocampo
said, Azerbaijan's govern-
ment has crossed a critical
line. "This is an ongoing
genocide. This is happen-
ing now," he told the hear-
ing. "Genocide under
Article IIC requires just
creating the conditions to
destroy a people … block-
ing the Lachin Corridor
with its life systems for the
Nagorno-Karabakh people
is exactly creating those
conditions." Moreover, he
said the US risked being
complicit in genocide,
should it fail to call out
what is happening on the
ground and prevent further
loss of life.

The US appears to be
trying to lift the blockade,
though its efforts to date
have been limited. Last
Sunday, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken spoke with
Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev, voicing US
concern over what he called
"the deteriorating humani-
tarian situation" facing
N a g o r n o - K a r a b a k h
Armenians. Since
December, Blinken has
repeatedly called on Aliyev
to open the Lachin Corridor
to humanitarian, commer-
cial and passenger traffic.
The International Court of
Justice said the same in
February, ruling that
Azerbaijan "shall ensure
uninterrupted free move-
ment of all persons, vehi-
cles, and cargo." Azerbaijan
insists it is not doing any-
thing wrong. As an exercise
of sovereign control over
its territory, Azeri officials
say that the checkpoints
and restrictions it has put in
place are an element of
national security. It accused
the International
Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) of smuggling
contraband goods through
their aid deliveries and oth-
ers of bringing in weapons
to Nagorno-Karabakh. The
ICRC said no unauthorized
material had moved
through any of its vehicles
to Nagorno-Karabakh.

Azerbaijan also claims
that Armenia continues to
have a military presence in
the Nagorno-Karabakh. In
a statement to CNN, a
spokesman of Azerbaijan's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said that his government
"rejects in the strongest
terms any contention that it
is committing or intends to
commit 'genocide.'" In June
- six months after the
blockade began - Baku
offered to bring in supplies

through another road from
the city of Aghdam, under
the control of the Azeri
government. But the US
and EU have said it is no
substitute for reopening the
Lachin Corridor, which was
meant to remain open as
part of a ceasefire deal
between Armenia and
Azerbaijan in November
2020. Armenians are also
wary of becoming reliant
on aid from Azeri authori-
ties who have reportedly
cut food, electricity, gas
and internet to the popula-
tion at various points since
the start of the blockade.
(Azerbaijan's Foreign
Ministry did not immedi-
ately respond to a request
for comment about the
source of the power and
internet cuts.)

Perhaps surprisingly,
Armenia and Azerbaijan
were well into a round of
peace talks when the block-
ade began. As it has
dragged on, the deprivation
and now starvation of
Armenians living in
Nagorno-Karabakh have
left an overtone of bitter-
ness and distrust that is
dampening the peace
process. Armenians say
Azerbaijan is strangling the
population into submitting
to oppressive demands.
Azerbaijan says Armenians

have been supporting crim-
inal separatists trying to
break away from the central
state. Nagorno-Karabakh,
which had been an
autonomous region run by
Armenian authorities dur-
ing the Soviet Union, has
pursued its independence
for decades. It falls official-
ly within the borders of
Azerbaijan, but has fought
multiple wars to avoid inte-
gration with the country,
fearful of its history of
bloody massacres and cul-
tural extinction of
Armenians from different
parts of its territory. In one
example captured in satel-
lite photos from the region
of Nakhichevan, Azeri
authorities apparently
demolished thousands of
Armenian Christian monu-
ments, known as
khachkars, with an assess-
ment showing the use of
heavy machinery to raze
the ground. (Azerbaijan's
President Ilham Aliyev
denied having destroyed
the site, saying the claims
were "a lie and a provoca-
tion," according to the
Institute for War and Peace
Reporting.)

Azerbaijanis themselves
suffered mass displacement
when Armenians won the
First Karabakh War in
1994, claiming that scores
of homes and mosques
were ruined in the process.
Those episodes have left
scars on all sides. Now
Azerbaijan has the upper
hand and conditions on the
ground are deteriorating,
with 30,000 children there
potentially facing malnutri-
tion and many more poten-
tially dying of basic illness.
There is still time for a
turnaround. There are at
least three things that can
be done to save lives and
end a multi-decade cycle of
painful loss. They would
also renew the chance for
an effective peace process.

First, food and medicine
urgently need to reach the
population in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Civilians
shouldn't be held hostage to
political and geopolitical
contests for power. That is a
basic principle of interna-
tional humanitarian law.
There needs to be humani-
tarian airlift, by plane or
cargo drone, potentially
with UN authorization of

cross-border aid deliveries,
as we have seen in Syria,
Sarajevo and Darfur. The
fastest path would be for
Azerbaijan to restore move-
ment along the Lachin
Corridor, letting in aid from
the ICRC. If they are con-
cerned about arms or other
material seeping in, those
concerns can be easily
addressed. In addition to
the ICRC already saying it
undergoes customs clear-
ance, international partners
have offered to put incom-
ing cargo through scanners
to prevent weapons smug-
gling. If the blockade isn't
lifted it will be time for a
humanitarian intervention.
Already, aid groups say
fresh food is nearly impos-
sible to find and bread lines
last for hours, with food
often running out. If the sit-
uation continues to devolve
it will soon be too late to
act, as people begin dying
in large numbers because of
a bitter political impasse.

If instead of feeding the
ethnic Armenian popula-
tion, they are offered an
evacuation from Nagorno-
Karabakh - Azerbaijan has
already offered them a one-
way ticket out - then it will
constitute ethnic cleansing
of the region. Like geno-
cide, ethnic cleansing
comes in more than one
form; It can happen by
removing people from their

homes by making life prac-
tically unlivable.
Thousands of people who
otherwise had no intention
of leaving their homes in
Nagorno-Karabakh will
flee out of desperation for
food and sustenance.
Second, if President Aliyev
is true to his word as a
leader who champions tol-
erance and ethnic-religious
harmony, he should treat
the Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh with dignity and
a spirit of reconciliation.
Rather than threaten
Armenians with starvation,
which poisons the well of
co-existence, he should let
aid move unimpeded into
Nagorno-Karabakh.

He should also drop all
state-sponsored hate speech
and inflammatory rhetoric,
which has included
grotesque caricatures of
Armenians in a controver-
sial government-backed
museum celebrating
Azerbaijan's victory in
2020. With leadership from
the top, Aliyev and his gov-
ernment can create true
space for interfaith and
interethnic dialogue,
including a pledge to main-
tain ancient Armenian
churches and monasteries
in Nagorno-Karabakh with-
out the risk of desecration
or destruction, which they
have faced in the past.

Third, on the under-
standing that no one wants
to see a new interstate war,
the US, EU and Russia
should put pressure on
Azerbaijan's main allies,
Turkey and Israel, to dis-
courage a military escala-
tion in the region. Turkish
and Israeli weapon sup-
plies, as well as direct train-
ing, are vital to Azerbaijan's
military capacity. Those
countries should be asked
to help stabilize the situa-
tion, avoiding the threat of
force or its actual use, par-
ticularly on a civilian popu-
lation weakened by hunger.
There are many things that
both Armenia and
Azerbaijan can do to
smooth the path toward
peace. But in this crisis it
must start with these urgent
steps. What the final politi-
cal outcome should be is
not yet clear, but an
imposed blockade and the
starvation of civilians is no
way to get to a good one.

A mountaintop enclave
facing genocide. And

a plan to stop it
Lara Setrakian

That is a basic principle of inter-
national humanitarian law. There
needs to be humanitarian airlift, by
plane or cargo drone, potentially
with UN authorization of cross-
border aid deliveries, as we have
seen in Syria, Sarajevo and
Darfur. The fastest path would be
for Azerbaijan to restore movement
along the Lachin Corridor, letting
in aid from the ICRC. If they are
concerned about arms or other
material seeping in, those concerns
can be easily addressed. In addi-
tion to the ICRC already saying it
undergoes customs clearance,
international partners have offered
to put incoming cargo through
scanners to prevent weapons
smuggling. If the blockade isn't
lifted it will be time for a humani-
tarian intervention.



BEIJING (APP): The Saudi
Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources Bandar
Ibrahim Alkhorayef met
with Chinese investors in
Shanghai, where they dis-
cussed investment opportu-
nities available in the
Kingdom in mining and
industry.

President of the Royal
Commission for Jubail and
Yanbu Khalid Al-Salem,
Vice Minister of Industry
and Mineral Resources for
Mining Affairs Khalid Al-
Mudaifer, and leading offi-
cials of the industry and
mining sectors attended the
meeting, which previewed
the prominent investment
opportunities provided by
the Kingdom in the indus-
trial and mining sectors. 

The Saudi side high-
lighted the goals of the
National Strategy for
Industry and the opportuni-
ties provided in various
industrial sectors. The

meeting examined the
measures, initiatives and
incentives provided by the
ministry to create an attrac-
tive investment environ-
ment, remove obstacles for
investors, and offer the
required facilitations.

The Saudi officials
spoke about the goals of the
Saudi Vision 2030 in the
mining sector and the
opportunities it provides for
investors worldwide in
mineral exploration and
investment opportunities. 

The Saudi side high-
lighted the mining invest-
ment system in the
Kingdom and the goals of
the mining strategy.
Alkhorayef made the offi-
cial visit to the People’s
Republic of China to
strengthen the economic
partnership in the industrial
and mining sectors. 

The visit also seeks to
review the qualitative
investment opportunities

between the two countries
and brief the Chinese side
on the Kingdom’s initia-
tives to enhance the strate-
gic sectors of industry and
mining.

Salwa Imdad Khokhar

I
n our ever-evolving
world, the concept of
“winning without war”

has gained paramount sig-
nificance. As globalization
continues to weave nations
together, the old adage that
wars settle disputes is
increasingly challenged.
Throughout history, con-
flicts have bred a horrifying
tapestry of death, disability,
destruction, and despair.
However, in the wake of
the devastating World
Wars, humanity has learned
vital lessons, leading to a
substantial decrease in
global conflicts.

Historical testament to
peaceful victory

One remarkable histori-
cal episode showcasing the
power of peaceful negotia-
tions is the Treaty of Sulah
Hudaibiya in 628 A.D. This

event in Islamic history
offers a timeless lesson for
mankind. It reveals how
diplomacy and patience can
sustain peace even when
conditions seem unfavor-
able. Instead of rejecting
the terms set by the
Quraish, Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) chose
the path of negotiation,
maintaining a peaceful
environment. The result
was profound: a wave of
conversions to Islam
greater than those of the
previous 19 years. The
Treaty of Sulah Hudaibiya
stands as an enduring
example of how disputes
can be resolved through
dialogue, demonstrating
that peace often achieves
more than violence ever
could.

A global imperative
In the contemporary

world, ongoing conflicts
like Russia-Ukraine and
Israel-Palestine loom omi-
nously. These disputes have
the potential to escalate into
a global catastrophe. The
planet cannot bear the
weight of such a war, with
its heart-wrenching conse-
quences. It is imperative for
nations to prioritize peace-
ful resolutions and global
cooperation, erecting barri-

ers against the impending
tempest.

The 21st century para-
digm

In the 21st century, the
road to progress and pros-
perity meanders through
soft power, diplomacy, and
amicable gestures. Rather
than resorting to traditional
warfare, modern nations
can champion their ideals
through education and tech-
nology. The examples of
Germany and Japan,
nations that thrived by redi-
recting their focus towards
peace, education, health,
and economic betterment
post-war, are testament to
the potential of this
approach.

A focus on education
and innovation

By placing education at
the forefront, societies can
cultivate innovation and
intellectual growth, yield-
ing advancements that ben-
efit all of humanity.
Investing in technology and
research opens new
avenues for cooperation,
addressing global chal-
lenges collectively and har-
moniously.

The power of diplomacy
Moreover, embracing

diplomacy and peaceful
negotiations paves the way

for sustainable partner-
ships and alliances. This
creates a world intercon-
nected by mutual under-
standing and respect, bol-
stering global stability and
prosperity.

The collective path for-
ward

It’s paramount for coun-
tries to recognize that
armed conflicts not only
inflict immense suffering
but also impede progress
and hinder the potential for
shared prosperity. By
championing education,
innovation, and peaceful
resolutions, we can collec-
tively forge a future where
war becomes a relic of the
past. Humanity stands
poised to prosper through
unity and cooperation,
forging a brighter future for
all.

Call to action
It is our collective

responsibility to recognize
the futility of war and
embrace the alternatives.
Let us all, as global citi-
zens, commit to supporting
diplomatic efforts, nurtur-
ing education, fostering
innovation, and promoting
peace. Together, we can
make “winning without
war” the defining legacy of
our time.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In pursuance
of the directives of the
Prime Minister to enhance
manpower export, Jawad
Sohrab Malik, Special Ass-
istant to the Prime Minister
for Overseas Pakistanis &
Human Resource Develo-
pment convened a meeting
with Overseas Emplo-
yments Promotors (OEPs)
in the Ministry of Overseas
Pakistanis & Human
Resource Development. 

The Meeting was attend-
ed by prominent OEPs who
were invited on the basis of
their highest performance
in export of labour force.

The SAPM on
OP&HRD Jawad Sohrab
Malik, in his opening rem-
arks, underlined the impor-
tance of agenda of the me-
eting to increase manpower
export and invited the par-
ticipants to provide their
valuable input in this
regard. 

He assured unflinching
support of the Ministry in
resolving issues being con-
fronted by OEPs represen-
tatives of Pakistan Over-
seas Employment Prom-
oters Association (POEPA)
and discussed means to
enhance manpower export
in accordance with
Government instructions. 

On the invitation of the
SAPM on OP&HRD, the
Executive Director
NAVTTC and DG
Immigration and Passport
Office, Islamabad along
with senior officers also
attended the meeting.

During the meeting, the
OEPs raised some technical
issues which they had been
facing while coordinating
with the relevant offices
during the process of
issuance of visas and clear-
ance of other formalities for
the intending emigrants. 

The SAPM stressed
upon a close coordination
and cooperation among all
the relevant departments so

that export of highly skilled
manpower could be max-
imised. 

In this regard, special
instructions were issued to
National Vocational and
Technical Training Commi-
ssion/NAVTTC, Bureau of
Emigration and Overseas
E m p l o y m e n t / B E & O E ,
Director General Immigr-
ation and Passports/
DGI&P, Islamabad for
assisting the job of OEPs in
areas related to their
respective jurisdictions and
mandate. 

The SAPM Jawad
Sohrab Malik directed the
OEPs to provide a detailed
breakup of issues being
faced by them along with a
proposal for their possible
solution thereof within the
next three days so that
those issues may be
resolved immediately in
accordance with law.

Furthering the support of
Ministry of OP&HRD for
the PEOPA Representa-
tives, a Special Facilitation
Cell for addressing the con-
cerns highlighted by OECs
has been set up under the
supervision of Honourable
Jawad Sohrab Malik in the
Ministry. 

No impediment should
come in the way of OECs’
functions in maximizing
the hurdle-free export of
our manpower in different
destinations of their work,
SAPM remarked.

NEW YORK (AFP/APP):
Global stock markets
diverged Friday as
investors contemplated
central bank signals that
interest rates will remain
high to combat stubborn
inflation.

Wall Street stocks
opened higher, but proved
unable to hold onto gains
amid talk of persistently
elevated interest rates.

Steve Sosnick of
Interactive Brokers said
investor efforts to rally
were “understandable”
after two straight days of
big declines on major US
indices.

“Traders are conditioned
to try to buy dips, and I
think that’s what they tried
to do this morning,” said
Sosnick. “But there was
really no follow through.”

The broad-based S&P
500 finished at 4,320.06,
down 0.2 percent for the
day and 2.9 percent for the
week. 

US stocks have been
playing defense since the

Federal Reserve’s
Wednesday policy deci-
sion.

While the US central
bank kept interest rates
unchanged, Fed officials
signaled they could hike
interest rates again in 2023.

The Bank of England on
Thursday also decided
against hiking its interest
rate for a 15th time in a
row, leaving it at 5.25 per-
cent, the highest level since
2008.

“The no action is quite
premature,” Ipek
Ozkardeskaya of
Swissquote said. 

London’s stock market
rose Friday but the British
pound dipped against the
dollar.

“Whatever the Brits will
import from now will cost
them more than during the
last months, when the
pound was appreciating,”
Ozkardeskaya said, adding
that another rate hike is
likely on the horizon. 

Major eurozone indices
closed lower, however, as a

key survey showed euro-
zone economic activity
shrank further in September
but at a slower rate.

In Asia on Friday, the
Bank of Japan stuck to its
long-term program of sub-
zero borrowing costs.

It comes as BoJ officials
face increasing pressure to
turn more hawkish as the
yen weakens and after fresh
data showed inflation
remains stubbornly high.

Policymakers have for
several months hinted that
they are willing to adopt a
more normalized policy,
such as minor tweaks to its
yield curve control scheme,
which sees the bank control
the band within which gov-
ernment bonds are allowed
to move.

But there are growing
calls for it to move quicker,
and they will not have been
tempered by data Friday
showing the consumer
prices -- excluding food
and energy -- jumped 4.3
percent in August, a three-
decade high.

MULTAN (APP): The
Pakistan Cotton Ginners
Association (PCGA) called
upon the government to
ensure the purchase of cot-
ton through the Trading
Corporation of Pakistan.
PCGA Chairman, Waheed
Arshid, made this demand
during a press conference
held on Saturday. 

Arshid highlighted this
year’s cotton crop has been
excellent, despite pest
attacks in some areas
caused by heatwaves. 

He commended the gov-
ernment for its timely use
of drone technology to

thwart these attacks and
save the crops. 

However, Arshid stres-
sed that the government’s
efforts to promote cotton
need to be reinforced by
guaranteeing the purchase
of cotton through the Tra-
ding Corporation of Pakist-
an. This move would great-
ly encourage farmers, as it
would ensure they receive
fair prices for their produce.

Farmers have invested
substantial amounts in
inputs, and now it is imper-
ative that they receive a just
return on their investments,
he advocated. 

Arshid urged the govern-
ment to step in promptly to
address this issue.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of cotton to strength-
en the economy, Chairman
PCGA also informed that
October 7th would be cele-
brated as World Cotton
Day. He mentioned that
seminars would be con-
ducted in the region to fur-
ther promote cotton.

During the press confer-
ence, Suhail Haral, Haji
Muhammad Akram, Rana
Waseem Hanif, and several
others were also in atten-
dance.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chakkrid Krachaiwong,
Ambassador of Thailand on
Saturday said that his coun-
try was ready to finalize a
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) with Pakistan as
negotiations on this had
reached the final stage and
now, it was up to Pakistan
to expedite it. He revealed
that Thai Air was resuming
its flights from Karachi,
Lahore and Islamabad. 

He expressed these
views during an interaction
with the business commu-
nity at Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI). Ms. Kamolwan
Siriposil, Thai Economic
Counsellor and Deputy
Head of Mission,
Khemathat Archawatha-
mrong, Thai Counsellor
and also accompanied him
on the occasion, said a
press release issued here.

The Ambassador said
that many Pakistanis visited
Thailand and stressed that

they should also play a role
to increase bilateral trade
between the two countries.
He said that both countries
should focus on promoting
bilateral investment to
achieve mutually beneficial
outcomes. 

Mr Krachaiwong said
that the Pakistani business
community should display
its products in Thailand
Industrial Fair 2024 in
January next year, which
would help them to
improve their business
prospects. 

He said that many Thai
investors wanted to invest
in Pakistan, but they did not
know where to invest. He
identified seafood, man-
goes, the halal food and
halal cosmetics as potential
areas for the bilateral trade. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President,
ICCI said that the Chamber
would take up the issue of
FTA with relevant Pakistani

authorities for swift
progress on it as it would
help increase bilateral trade
between Pakistan and
Thailand. 

He said that Thailand’s
annual exports in 2022
were over US$ 285 billion
and imports were around
US$300 billion, but its
bilateral trade with Pakistan
in 2022-23 was less than
US$ 1 billion. 

He said that both coun-
tries were doing trade in
limited items and stressed
that they should diversify
trade to achieve better
results. He said Pakistan
can export many other
products to Thailand
including value-added tex-
tiles, leather goods, sports
items, pharmaceuticals,
surgical instruments and
food products. Similarly, he
said Pakistan can import
more products from
Thailand.

Ahsan Bakhtawari said
that the government had

established a Special
Investment Facilitation
Council to facilitate new
investments in defense,
agriculture, minerals, IT
and Telecom, energy and
other sectors and stressed
that the Thai investors
should take advantage of
these opportunities in
Pakistan. 

He said that tourism sec-
tor was another promising
area of mutual cooperation
as Pakistan’s rich cultural
heritage and diverse land-
scapes offer great attrac-
tions to Thai tourists. 

He said that learning
from Thailand’s successful
tourism industry, Pakistan
can also develop its tourism
sector along modern lines.

Aamir Hussain, Maqs-
ood Tabish,Ch. Muhammad
Ali,Malik Najeeb, Khalid
Chaudhry, Fiazan Shehzad,
Kashif Chaudhry,Ms.
Parveen Khan, Ch. Tahir
and others were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Yerzhan Kistafin,
Ambassador of Kazakhstan
on Saturday said the
President of Kazakhstan,
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev is
scheduled to visit Pakistan
in the near future for further
strengthen bilateral trade
and economic relations.

A business delegation of
Kazakhstan led by
Mr.Yerzhan Kistafin,
Ambassador of Kazakhstan
visited Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) and showed interest
to explore business and
investment opportunities in
Pakistan, said a press
release issued here by the
ICCI here. 

The delegation was rep-
resenting food and bever-
ages, oil and gas, minerals,
precious stones, fertilizers,
chemicals, textiles,
autoparts, wholesale and
retail sectors.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Yerzhan Kistafin,
Ambassador of Kazakhstan
said that his country wants
to further strengthen trade
relations with Pakistan as
both countries have good
potential to do trade in
many items.

He said that last year, a
trade delegation of Kazak-
hstan was organized to
Pakistan and hoped that the
visit of another Kazakh del-
egation would contribute to
promote business relations
between the two countries. 

Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari, President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry said that both
countries should set at least
US$ 1 billion bilateral trade
target as the current level of
trade is not matching with
their actual potential. He
said that Kazakhstan is a
big landlocked country and
Pakistani ports provide it

the shortest route through
Arabian Sea to access other
markets. Pakistan and
Kazakhstan can cooperate
in many fields including
construction, agriculture,
energy, textiles, pharma-
ceuticals, food items, engi-
neering equipment,
machinery, banking &
finance. He said both coun-
tries should explore road
and railway links that
would boost trade and eco-
nomic relations between
them. He said that ICCI is
planning a delegation to
Kazakhstan to explore new
avenues of business part-
nerships increasing bilater-
al trade ties between the
two countries. 

Yessentayev Arman,
Head of Kazakh delegation
said that Pakistan is a huge
market for business and
investment and they have
come to explore business
opportunities in many sec-

tors in Pakistan including
oil & gas, surgical instru-
ments, juices, textiles, rice,
sugar, fertilizers and others.
He said that both countries
should open bank branches
in each other’s market that
would facilitate bilateral
trade promotion. He said
that there is a lack of infor-
mation in private sectors of
both countries about poten-
tial areas of business coop-
eration and hoped that their
visit to Pakistan would
bridge this gap.

Engr. Azhar ul Islam
Zafar, Vice President ICCI
said that both countries
should sign a transit trade
agreement to provide a
legal framework to the pri-
vate sectors for trade pro-
motion. He said that
Pakistan can also get easy
access to Central Asian
markets by developing
close cooperation with
Kazakhstan.
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Export
container
shipping

index down
SHANGHAI (APP): Chi-
na’s index of export con-
tainer transport declined in
the week ending on Sept.
22, according to the Shan-
ghai Shipping Exchange.

The average China
Containerized Freight
Index (CCFI) went down
0.4 percent from the previ-
ous week to 871.80, the
shipping exchange said.

The sub-reading for the
South America service fell
by 4.7 percent from a week
earlier.

Bucking the trend, the
sub-index for the Southeast
Asia service registered an
increase of 5.5 percent
week on week.

The China Contai-
nerized Freight Index
(CCFI) tracks spot and
contractual freight rates
from Chinese container
ports for 12 shipping
routes across the globe
based on data from 22
international carriers.

The index was set at
1,000 on Jan. 1, 1998.

SB Governor
calls on Sindh

Governor
KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Governor Moham-
med Kamran Khan Tessori
met the Governor of State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
Jameel Ahmed at Governor
House here on Saturday. 

On the occasion, the
economic situation of the
country, measures to
improve it, the role of the
State Bank of Pakistan and
other matters of mutual
interest came under discus-
sion.

The Sindh Governor
said that the steps taken by
the caretaker federal gov-
ernment for the economic
improvement were com-
mendable.

He said that at this time
joint efforts were needed to
get the country out of the
economic crisis. He said
that the role of SBP was
vital in this regard. 

The State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) Governor
Jameel Ahmed said that
steps were being taken for
the economic develop-
ment on the directives of
the caretaker federal gov-
ernment.

Secretary holds
meeting with SCCI

president
SIALKOT (APP): Secretary Industries, Commerce,

Investment and Skills Development Department of
Punjab Ehsan Bhutta held a meeting with various cham-
bers of Punjab including the Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SCCI) and various government
departments. 

The primary agenda of the meeting was to deliberate
on proposals for establishment of streamlined one-stop
facilitation centres in major industrial hubs.

SCCI President Abdul Ghafoor Malik presented a
comprehensive list of departments that hold particular
significance for the industrial sector in Sialkot, which
should be included in the ambit of the proposed one-win-
dow facilitation system.

ISLAMABAD: Visitors taking interest in traditional hand made items during Handicrafts Expo
organized by Handicrafts Association of Pakistan in collaboration with ICCI and Centurus Mall.

Kazak President to visit
Pakistan: Ambassador

PCGA urges govt to
ensure cotton purchase

Meeting with OEPS to
enhance manpower export

Chinese investors
briefed on investment

Thailand ready to finalize
FTA with Pakistan: Envoy

Markets mixed as traders
eye high interest rates

Great nations win without war
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Murray beaten
by Karatsev

BEIJING (Agencies):
Andy Murray lost to
Aslan Karatsev in the
last 16 of the Zhuhai
Championships in
China. The Russian,
who reached the 2021
Australian Open semi-
finals as a qualifier,
came through 4-6 6-3
6-2. Murray led 5-2 in
the opening set and
held off a Karasev
fightback to take it but
the world number 63
was the stronger after
that. The veteran Scot
lost his serve twice in
the second and third
sets as Karatsev
wrapped up the victo-
ry. It made it two wins
out of two for
Karatsev, who had also
beaten Murray in their
only previous career
meeting in the 2022
Sydney Classic final.
Karatsev will face
another Briton in the
last eight after
Cameron Norrie swept
past Australian qualifi-
er Marc Polmans 6-0
6-3. The world number
17 won 90% (26/29) of
his first-serve points
and did not face a
break point on his way
to victory as he chases
his second title of the
season.

Comilla
retains Naseem
K A R A C H I
(Monitoring Desk):
Pakistan pacers are in
for a huge demand as
the reigning champi-
ons of the Bangladesh
Premier League
(BPL), Comilla
Victorians, have suc-
cessfully retained the
services of Naseem
Shah and signs Zaman
Khan for the highly
anticipated 2024 edi-
tion of the tournament.
The announcement
was made through the
social media platform
'X', generating excite-
ment among cricket
enthusiasts and fans
alike. The Victorians
team has also secured
the signing of the all-
rounder Khushdil Shah
for the upcoming edi-
tion of the aforemen-
tioned tournament. In
the previous edition,
Naseem was not fully
available for the team
due to national duty,
but played three
matches for the side
and picked up seven
wickets with an aver-
age of 10.71 and econ-
omy of 6.25. However,
Zaman Khan's per-
formance in the 2023
The Hundred Men's
competition fell short
of expectations, secur-
ing only two wickets
across five matches.
Conversely, he exhibit-
ed a notably aggressive
performance in the
2023 Vitality Blast,
claiming an impressive
25 wickets in 14
matches, boasting an
average of 16.56 and
an economy rate of
8.28 and was also the
fourth-highest wicket-
taker in the tournament
as well. It is worth not-
ing that the tenth edi-
tion of the Bangladesh
Premier League is
expected to take place
from January 10 to
February 2024.

‘Federer not
to be stranger’
LONDON (Reuters):
Swiss maestro Roger
Federer said he had
missed everything
about tennis following
his retirement last year
and vowed to not be a
stranger to the tour
despite his off-court
commitments and the
challenge of parenting
two sets of twins.
Speaking after the first
day at the Laver Cup in
Vancouver on Friday,
the 20-time Grand
Slam champion
described his life as
"intense" and "beauti-
ful" following his
farewell match in last
year's edition of the
team event in London
but said he was
delighted to be back in
front of fans. "In a
way, I miss everything
about the game, the
exciting moments
spent on court, break
points saved, winning
match points, holding
up trophies, walking
past the fans, taking
selfies," Federer said.
"It's been beautiful to
be home more, spend-
ing time with my

09
Asian Games 2023
begins with glitzy
opening ceremony
HANGZHOU (Agencies): The Asian Games 2023 kicked
off with a glitzy grand opening ceremony held at the
Hangzhou Olympic Sports Centre in China on Saturday.

Throughout the opening ceremony of the Asian Games
2023, a fusion of China's rich cultural heritage and its
contemporary dynamism was on full display. The per-
formance involved seamlessly integrating artificial intel-
ligence and eco-friendly technologies.

The ceremony began with a breathtaking performance,
where Chinese military forces marched past the audience,
proudly holding the national flag. Chinese President Xi
Jinping made a special appearance at the ceremony,
emphasising the importance of the Asian Games in pro-
moting regional cooperation and friendship. Adding to
the spectacle were the Asian Games mascots, who graced
the stadium with their presence, captivating the audience
with their joyful dances and interactive performances.

Pakistani athletes also made their mark at the opening
ceremony, with a 262-member contingent participating in
the games. The Pakistani squad comprises 53 female and
137 male athletes, competing across 24 different sports in
the Asian Games. Renowned Pakistani shooter GM
Bashir led the delegation, instilling hopes for medals and
glory in the hearts of the nation.

Several other countries taking part in the event have
showcased their unique cultural outfits during the opening
ceremony, adding a lively and colourful atmosphere to the
event. At the same time, mascots and volunteers enthusias-
tically greet the athletes as they proudly carry their nation-
al flags while walking in the parade. It must be noted that
the Asian Games will have 483 events and 61 disciplines
across 40 sports. China, Thailand, Japan, Korea, India and
Hong Kong are sending about 600 athletes.

HANGZHOU: Members of Pakistan's delegation take part in the athletes parade during the opening ceremony of the 2022 Asian
Games at the Hangzhou Olympic Sports Centre Stadium.

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Pakistan were forced to
change their World Cup
travel plans as the hosts
India continued to politi-
cize the sports and has still
not issued visas to the
Pakistan squad.

Delay in visa means,
Pakistan were forced to
cancel their "team-bonding
trip" to Dubai.

The Green Shirts were
scheduled to fly to Dubai
early next week before
leaving for India ahead of
their first warm-up match
against New Zealand on

September 29.
However, the team has

now planned to fly to Dubai
and leave for Hyderabad
(India) from there next
week on Wednesday, the
report said, adding Pakistan
are the only one out of nine
teams who haven't been
issued their visas yet.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB), which is wor-
ried about the situation, has
informed the International
Cricket Council (ICC)
about the delay.

The ICC World Cup is
scheduled to begin on

October 5.
The sources said that the

visas were supposed to be
issued on time as per the
agreement signed with the
regulatory body.

Moreover, the Indian
authorities are not provid-
ing any information about
the issuance of visas for the
team and the cricket fans.

The PCB has been in
constant contact with the
Indian Consulate for the
last week. However, the
visas were not issued till
Friday — the last working
day of the week.

KATHMANDU (Monitoring
Desk): Pakistan on Saturday,
qualified for the semi-finals
of the ongoing South Asian
Football Federation (SAFF)
U19 Championship being
held in Nepal.

Taking on the Maldives,
the Men in Green were put
on the back foot as they
struggled to find the net in
the first half of the game.
Maldives exploiting the
loopholes in Pakistan's
defense, took a decisive lead
in the 39th minute of the
match courtesy of a brilliant
outside-of-the-boot finish.

With the second half start-
ing with Maldives in the lead
with the score 1-0, Pakistan
looked to level the score
whereas Maldives fiercely
repelled the repeated attacks
by the Men in Green.

Pakistan finally had their
moment late in the game
with Shah Jahan finding the
back of the net and then
celebrating by taking his
shirt off. Pakistan, who
won their first match
against hosts Nepal, topped

group B with four points in
two games and now will
play the tournament's semi-
final on September 27.

Earlier, Pakistan shat-
tered a 12-year-long victory
drought by bagging a win in
an international match as
they beat Nepal 1-0 in the
opening match of the tour-
nament. The last time
Pakistan's U19 team tasted
victory on the international
stage was in 2011 when they
defeated India's U19 team.

It must be noted that the
tournament is being played
at the iconic Dashrath
Stadium in Kathmandu.

Remember, the 2023
SAFF U-19 Championship
is the fifth edition of the
SAFF U-19 Championship,
an international football
competition for men's under-
19 national teams organised
by the South Asian Football
Federation (SAFF). It will be
held from September 21-30

India are the defending
champions, who won their
second title in 2022 by
defeating Bangladesh in

the final.
Pakistan Squad
Goalkeepers: Sahil Gul,

Mohsin Khan and
Muhammad Abdullah

Defenders: Muhammad
Sadam, Muhammad Adeel,
Asad Nasir, Ans Amin,
Khurshid Alam,
Muhammad Raheel,
Shayan Ali, Kamil Ahmad
Khan, Abid Ali, Hannan
Naveed and Najeeb Ullah

Midfielders: Ali Zafar,
Muhammad Azan and
Awais Khan

Forwards: Shahjahan,
Muhammad Hassan, Faisal
Ahmad, Abdul Wahab,
Muhammad Haroon Zafar
and Muhammad Adeel
Younas

Team Officials: Shadab
Ifthikhar (Head Coach),
Mohsan Ul Hussnain
(Assistant Coach),
Khurram Shahzad (Goal
Keeper Coach), Aamna
(Media), Muhammad
Abdullah and Muhammad
Samama (Physio) and
Zohair Gondal (Team
Manager).

Delay in visa forces
Pakistan to change

WC travel plans

Pakistan qualify for SAFF
U19 C’ship semi-finals

MIRPUR (Agencies): Ish
Sodhi had a field day in
Mirpur with bat and ball to
hand New Zealand a 86-run
win. Somewhere in between
all that he was run-out back-
ing up too far at the non-
striker's end and recalled to
resume his innings. It was
his 35 off 39 balls that lifted
the visitors from 187 for 7 to
254 just as it was his 6 for
39 that ripped through
Bangladesh's batting order.

Sodhi was brought on in
the ninth over of the chase,
with Tamim Iqbal and Tanzid
Hasan picking up 23 runs in
the two previous overs and
preparing a platform from
which Bangladesh could
launch. He struck twice in his
second over, first enticing
Tanzid into a big shot with a
full, loopy legbreak that was
miscued to mid-off and then
having Soumya Sarkar
caught and bowled off a lead-
ing edge.

Towhid Hridoy's attempt
to rebuild the innings was
undone by a Sodhi googly
that took the inside edge
onto the stumps. Tamim,
who was the only set top-
order batter, paddled a ball
that spun big to the wicket-
keeper. Sodhi started his

first spell with the hosts on
42 for 1 in eight overs. And
when it ended, Bangladesh
were reeling at 93 for 5 in
19 overs while he was fly-
ing with 4 for 29 off six.

Mahmudullah, who was
playing his first ODI innings
in six months, and Mahedi
Hasan knuckled down to
deny Jamieson, Rachin
Ravindra, and Lockie
Ferguson for just over ten
overs. They even started to
pick up a boundary every
over after a 35-ball drought.
And then, Sodhi came back,
ripped out Mahedi's middle
stump with the first ball of
his new spell to claim his
first ODI five-for.

A few quiet overs later,
Mahmudullah pulled a rank
long-hop, from Cole
McConchie, straight to
Finn Allen at short fine leg.
Nasum Ahmed extended
the innings with a 30-ball
21, bashing two sixes along
the way, but Bangladesh
could add just 19 runs for
the last three wickets,
which was where Sodhi
made a difference with the
bat earlier in the day.

Sodhi was on 5 off 13, and
New Zealand were 187 for 7,
when Jamieson joined him in

the 39th over. They saw off
the better part of three overs
before Sodhi heaved a length
ball from Nasum over long-
on. Jamieson picked up a
couple of boundaries himself
before being caught and
bowled by Mahedi.

Then came the most
talked about moment of this
innings. Three balls into the
46th over, with New
Zealand on 224 for 8,
Hasan Mahmud ran Sodhi
out for backing up too far at
the non-striker's end. Sodhi
was walking off, wearing
nothing but a smile on his
face, which suggests that
some players are starting to
get used to this form of dis-
missal. But, a few seconds
later, the Bangladesh stand-
in captain Litton Das chose
to withdraw the appeal and
invited Sodhi back to
resume his innings. Sodhi
returned, wearing an even
bigger smile on his face,
hugged the bowler
Mahmud and ushered New
Zealand to a total of 254.
He was on 17 off 26 when
he was run out and recalled
and went on to make 35 off
39 with three sixes. New
Zealand added 67 runs for
the last three wickets.

MUNICH (AP): Harry
Kane scored his first
Bundesliga hat trick to
move to seven goals from
five games in the German
league as Bayern Munich
surged to a 7-0 win over
Bochum on Saturday.

Kane netted his third off
a pass from Noussair
Mazraoui in the 88th minute
— but had to wait for a
video review to check for a
possible offside — to finish
off Bayern's biggest win
since another 7-0 victory
against the same opponent
in August 2022. Bayern's
rivals Borussia Dortmund
and Leipzig both won their
games 1-0 after struggling
to break down stubborn
opposition defenses.

Eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting got Bayern started
when he scored in the fourth
minute and it was all Bayern
from then on. Kane got his
first goal in the 13th when
the ball took a deflection off
defender Ivan Ordets and
landed at his feet.

After goals from
Matthijs de Ligt and Leroy
Sane extended Bayern's
lead to 4-0, Kane scored
again from the penalty spot
in the 54th after Ordets
handled the ball. Kane set
up 18-year-old substitute
Mathys Tel for Bayern's
sixth goal in the 81st and
finished off his hat trick
seven minutes later off
Mazraoui's pass.

The win sent Bayern
back to the top of the
Bundesliga table a point
ahead of three teams,
including Stuttgart, which
beat Darmstadt 3-1 on
Friday. Bayer Leverkusen
can move level with
Bayern on 13 points with a
win over promoted
Heidenheim on Sunday.

Dortmund and Leipzig
win

A much-changed
Dortmund squad, with six
new players in the start-
ing lineup compared to
Wednesday's 2-0 loss to
Paris Saint-Germain in
the Champions League,
eked out a 1-0 win over
Wolfsburg which may not
relieve much of the pres-
sure on Dortmund coach
Edin Terzic.

Substitute Donyell
Malen unlocked the deter-
mined Wolfsburg defense
when he found Julian
Brandt in space on the left
and Brandt crossed low for
Marco Reus to knock the
ball past the goalkeeper.

American midfielder
Gio Reyna was on the
bench in the Bundesliga for
the first time this season but
didn't play — he was also
an unused substitute in the
loss to PSG on Tuesday —
after sustaining a hairline
fracture in his right leg dur-
ing the CONCACAF
Nations League semifinal
against Canada on June 18.

Leipzig was held at bay
by Borussia
Moenchengladbach until
Timo Werner showed off the
skills which once made him
one of the Bundesliga's top
talents. Werner scored the
only goal of the game in the
75th minute off a pass from
Xavi Simons, sprinting onto
the ball, rounding the goal-
keeper and scoring with a
high shot from a tight angle.

Leipzig has won its last
five games in all competi-
tions and conceded just
twice in that span.

Union loses again
Union Berlin's losing run

hit four games in all compe-
titions after a 2-0 defeat to
Hoffenheim. Leonardo
Bonucci gave away a penal-
ty for Andrej Kramaric to
score Hoffenheim's opening
goal in another setback for
Union after losing its first-
ever Champions League
game to Real Madrid in stop-
page time on Wednesday.

Union's last win came
against Darmstadt in the
Bundesliga on Aug. 26. It's
a far cry from the scorching
opening form Union
showed last season, when it
was unbeaten and top of the
Bundesliga table after seven
games. Augsburg held on
for a 2-1 win over Mainz
despite playing the last
half-hour with 10 men fol-
lowing a red card. Werder
Bremen was hosting
Cologne later Saturday.

KARACHI (APP): The
Shamsi academy National
Juniors Tennis
Championship concluded
at DA Creek Club.

A week-long National
Grade One tournament
was sponsored by Shamsi
Academy, Minster sports
Sindh Syed Junaid Ali
Shah was the chief guest,
who distributed Trophies
and Awards to winners
and Runners up.

Nameer Shamsi acted as
Tournament Director and
Muhammad Khalid
Rehmani as Referee of
tournament, according to a
communique here on
Saturday. Results Final
Day Juniors Under 18
Singles Final Mahateer

Muhammad , Shamsi
Academy, beat Hamid Israr
SNGPL 6-3, 3-6, 3-3rtd.

Girls Under 18 Singles
Final Natalia Zaman beat
Daliah Shazim 8-0 Boys
Under 16 Singles Final
Ahtesham Humiyun
SNGPL beat Taimoor
Ansar Shamsi Tennis
Academy, n6-0, 6-1 Under
14 Singles final Muzammil
Khan Hyderabad beat
Hazik Areejo 5-3, 6-7, 4-1
Girls Under 14 Singles
Final Daliah Shazim beat
Soraiya Bus 5-3, 2-4, 4-2
Under 12 Singles Final
Rashid Ali Bachani ,
Hyderabad beat Ansarullah
4-0, 4-2 Under 10 Singles
Final Rashid Ali
Hyderabad beat Arsh

Imran 4-1, 4-1 Men's
Singles Final Hasheesh
Kumar beat Mahteer
Muhammad 8-3 Men's
Doubles Final Hasheesh
Kumar+ Parbat Kumar
beat Nameer Shamsi,
Baqir Ali 9-7 Juniors
Under 18 Doubles Final
Mahateer Muhammad +
Raahim Veqar beat Hamid
Israr + Ahtesham Humiuyn
, SNGPL 6-3, 6-2 Under
14 Doubles Final Ismail
Aftab + Ruhab Faisal beat
Hadi Mehmood + Abdul
Wahab , Hyderabad 8-1
Under 10 Doubles Final
Maaz Areejo + Azan Im
ran beat Tariq Rafi Rahim
FaisalUnder 8 Singles
FinalAzan Imran beat Bilal
Faisal 10-2, 10-4.

Spotlight follows Sodhi as
he spearheads NZ victory

PCB confirms
team 

management
for ICC WC

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): The Pakistan Cricket
Board has confirmed the
team management for the
ICC Men’s Cricket World
Cup 2023 that will be
played in India in October
and November. Pakistan
begin their campaign on 6
October when they play the
Netherlands in Hyderabad.

Player support person-
nel: Rehan-ul-Haq (team
manager), Mickey Arthur
(Director – Pakistan men’s
team), Grant Bradburn
(head coach), Andrew
Puttick (batting coach),
Morne Morkel (bowling
coach), Aftab Khan (field-
ing coach), Abdul Rehman
(assistant coach), Dr
Sohail Saleem (team doc-
tor), Drikus Saaiman
(strength and conditioning
coach), Cliffe Deacon
(physiotherapist), Ahsan
Iftikhar Nagi (media and
digital content manager),
Usman Anwari (security
manager), Maqbool
Ahmad Babri (psycholo-
gist), Talha Ejaz (analyst)
and Malang Ali (masseur).

Pakistan are scheduled
to depart for Hyderabad in
the wee hours of
Wednesday. Babar Azam’s
side will play their first
warm-up on 29 September
against New Zealand and
the second and last against
Australia on 3 October.
Team director Mickey
Arthur will join the side
by 30 September. 

Babar Azam
can set the

World Cup on
fire: Gautam

NEW DELHI (Agencies):
Former Indian cricketer
Gautam Gambhir lauded
the exceptional talent of
Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam, expressing confi-
dence in his ability to set
the upcoming World Cup
ablaze with his skills. 

While talking on Star
Sports, Gambhir highlight-
ed Babar's distinct talent
and the ease with which he
plays. He emphasized that
we indeed have the likes of
Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli,
Kane Williamson, Joe
Root, and David Warner in
the pool but Babar's quali-
ty is unmatched. 

"Babar Azam has that
every quality that he can
set this World Cup on fire.
I have seen very few play-
ers who have alot of time
to bat. I believe that there
is Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli, Kane Williamson,
Joe Root and David
Warner but Babar Azam
has different level of qual-
ity," Gambhir said. 

Babar has played 108
matches for Pakistan and
is already considered their
best batsman. He has
made 5409 runs in 105
innings and has the aver-
age of 58.16. He has 19
centuries and 28 fifties to
his name and holds the
record for being the
quickest to reach 5000
ODI runs (97 innings),
beating Hashim Amla’s
record (101 innings).

ICC Men's World Cup
2023 is set to begin from
October 5 in India and
Babar will lead the national
side by kicking off their
campaign from October 6
against Netherlands.

MIRPUR: Ish Sodhi is jubilant after dismissing Soumya Sarkar in a caught and bowled.

National Juniors Tennis
C’ships concluded

Harry Kane scores his
first hat trick
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49 dengue
cases reported

RAWALPINDI (APP):
As many as 49 more
dengue cases were
reported in Rawalpindi
during the last 24 hours,
raising the tally of con-
firmed cases to 903 in
the district. District
Coordinator of
Epidemics Prevention
and Control (DCEPC)
Dr Sajjad Mehmood
Saturday said that among
the new cases,30 cases
had arrived from Potohar
town urban, 10 from
Municipal Corporation
Rawalpindi, three from
Rawalpindi Cantonment
and two from Potohar
rural. He said 130
patients were admitted to
district hospitals of
which 96 were con-
firmed cases while 807
were discharged after
treatment. Dr Sajjad
informed that the district
administration had regis-
tered 50 FIRs, issued
tickets to 14, sealed two
premises, and a fine of
Rs 42,500 was imposed
against the violations of
dengue SOPs during the
last 24 hours. During
indoor surveillance, in
the last 24 hours, the
teams checked 22,923
houses, and larvae were
found in 1,212 homes.
Similarly, he added that
while checking 9,427
places, the teams found
larvae at 191 sites during
outdoor surveillance.

Minister
takes notice

ISLAMABAD (APP):
An immediate investi-
gation was launched
into complaint of a citi-
zen of an adverse reac-
tion to the injection
given to a victim. The
action was taken on the
direction of Caretaker
Federal Minister for
Health Dr. Nadeem Jan,
following taking notice
of the complaint of the
resident of Kasur.
According to Ministry’s
spokesperson, the feder-
al minister contacted
Punjab Provincial
Minister for Health Dr
Javed Ikram on tele-
phone. He added the
Punjab government has
constituted a five-mem-
ber committee in this
regard. The committee
has started the investi-
gation from every angle.
Dr. Nadeem Jan assured
that the government
would ensure all neces-
sary steps to ensure a
transparent investiga-
tion of the incident. “We
are in contact with the
provincial government
and keeping a close eye
on the situation.” 

Nine-member
body formed

ISLAMABAD (NNI): A
9-member committee
has been formed to split
up the Pakistan Civil
Aviation Authority into
two bodies. A notifica-
tion was issued on
Saturday in this regard.
According to the notifi-
cation, Ministry of
Aviation Joint Secretary
(two) Shazia Rizvi has
been appointed commit-
tee’s chairperson and Air
Vice Marshal Taimoor
Iqbal has been made its
coordinator. According
to the notification, the 9-
member committee will
complete its work by
October 15. The PCAA
will be split up into two
departments i.e. Pakistan
Airport Authority and
Bureau of Air Safety
Investigation, the notifi-
cation stated. The com-
mittee will distribute the
PCAA’s assets and funds
between the new depart-
ments. The committee
will also look into the
affairs related to the
transfer of PCAA offi-
cers and record. It will
also be responsible for
the distribution of space,
furniture, machinery,
vehicles and funds
between the depart-
ments. Other members
of the committee
include: Ministry of
Aviation Joint
Secretary (three) Iqbal
Asif, Finance Ministry
Joint Secretary Abdul
Malik, PCAA Deputy
DG Regulatory Nadir
Shafi Dar, Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Board President Air
Commodore Mirza
Amir Vilayat, PCAA
Finance Director
Saqib Butt, Director
Sameer Saeed,
Director APS Sadiqur
Rehman and Director
HR Abid Ali.
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ISLAMABAD: Special Kids pose for group photo in a ceremony held at National Special Education
Centre H/9 in connection with International Day of Sign Languages on Saturday. ––INP Photo

ISLAMABAD (PPI): The
students’ union is all set to
be restored at the Quaid-i-
Azam University (QAU)
Islamabad as the varsity’s
syndicate has given a go-
ahead to the much-awaited
move, it emerged Saturday. 

Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa also support-
ed the decision in the syndi-
cate meeting and it is hoped
that the move will pave the
way for the restoration of
unions in other educational
institutions as well. 

The decision was made
during a syndicate meeting
chaired by university’s Vice
Chancellor Prof Niaz Ahmad
Akhtar. The CJP, who is a
member of the forum by
virtue of his position, also
participated. Justice Isa
became the second CJP, after
former chief justice Rana
Bhagwandas, to have attend-
ed a QAU syndicate meeting. 

Student unions were

banned in 1984 by then mil-
itary dictator Gen Ziaul
Haq. The move was meant
to suppress the student
uprisings against his oppres-
sive policies. It left a huge
vacuum in Pakistan’s politi-
cal arena. The students of
QAU would get their demo-
cratic rights back after four
decades and it is being
hoped that other universities
would also follow the suit. 

“The syndicate was dis-
cussing the engagement of
students in positive and
healthy activities when the
matter came up,” said a state-
ment issued by the QAU. It
added that Federal Education
Secretary Waseem Ajmal
Chaudhry expressed an opin-
ion in favour of reviving the
student unions. He was sec-
onded by the chief justice
who observed that Gen Zia’s
Martial Law Order had been
repealed by an act of parlia-
ment in 1989.

He also gave reference of a
1993 Supreme Court judge-
ment which favoured the
elected bodies of students to
resolve their issues on the
campus. The syndicate also
talked about a unanimous res-
olution passed by the Senate
in 2017 on the same subject.
Later, the syndicate unani-
mously decided to revive
QAU’s students’ union. 

Meanwhile, a committee
has been formed to come up
with a detailed proposal on
the modalities of elections
and other related issues. A
representative of the educa-
tion ministry, the QAU regis-
trar and the director of the
university’s School of Law
will be its members. The
committee will submit its
report to the syndicate within
two weeks. CJP Isa said it
should be a platform for the
welfare and excellence of
students and for the flourish-
ing of democratic culture.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister on Human
Rights Mushaal Mullick
has said that Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar has championed the
Kashmir cause in the best
possible manner at United
Nations General Assembly.

In a statement issued
here Saturday, Mushal
Mullick said that she was
grateful to the Prime
Minister for voicing the
oppressed Kashmiris in
the United Nations
General Assembly ses-
sion.

“The Prime Minister
has proved to be the
ambassador and advocate
of Kashmiris”, she added.
She said that Kashmiris
had been encouraged by
the Prime Minister’s
address in the General
Assembly. She said that
the innocent Kashmiris
know Pakistan as the cen-
ter of their hopes for

achieving their right to
self-determination.

The Special Assistant
said that Indian state ter-
rorism had started to reach
the rest of the world from
the region.

The international com-
munity has to stop India
for the sake of peace, she
said and added, according
to the resolutions of the
United Nations, the solu-
tion of the Kashmir issue
is indispensable for
regional peace. 

Mushaal says ‘Sikhs
being harassed 

by India in 
Australia, Europe’

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister for Human
Rights Mushaal Hussein
Mullick on Friday said the
‘Sikh community is being
harassed by India in
Australia and Europe’.

Mullick during her visit
to Nankana Sahib said
Modi is now doing terror-
ism in the region by
becoming the Prime
Minister, the face of
Indian spy agency RAW
has been exposed in the
killing of Hardeep Singh (
a Canadian citizen)

She said that most
human rights violations
are taking place in
Occupied Kashmir, Indian
spy Kulbhushan was
involved in terrorist activ-
ities in various areas
including Karachi, Punjab
and FATA.

She said that Kashmiri
people have been sacrific-
ing their lives for 75
years, mosques were
destroyed in Modi’s
name, and places of wor-
ship were desecrated in
India. Mullick said that
India’s terrorist activities
are also going on in
Pakistan, and the interna-
tional community.

CJP Isa supports 
students' union revival

at QAU

Mushaal lauds PM
for championing
Kashmir cause

Paigham-e-
Quran 

seminar
held at PAC

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Punjab Arts Council
(PAC) in collaboration
with Minhaj-ul-Quran
organized a seminar titled
“Paigham-e-Quran” here
on Saturday.

Addressing the semi-
nar, prominent religious
scholar Allama Ali Akhtar
Awan said that the Holy
Quran is the most holy
book of Islam and the
source of guidance.

He said that Quran Pak
is a book of thought and
action and it was neces-
sary to read it with under-
standing.

“It is obligatory for
every Muslim to meditate
on the verses of the Quran
while the Quran compre-
hension classes in univer-
sities and making it a part
of the curriculum is a
commendable initiative.”

Allama Akhtar said
there was a need to con-
nect educated people who
do not know Arabic with
the Quran so that their
beliefs and actions could
be reformed.

Director of Arts
Council Waqar Ahmed
said that the message of
the Quran is for the whole
of mankind.

“Those who make riots
in the land and spoil the
peace do not deserve any
concession.”

The Quran says that the
qualities of a Muslim are
a worshiper of Allah, not
associating anyone with
Allah, treating relatives,
orphans, neighbours,
strangers, and travellers
with kindness and he is
not arrogant in any situa-
tion, he added.

Usman Arshad said in
his address that Hazrat
Muhammad (S.A.W) is
the last prophet and the
Holy Quran is the holy
book.

The language of the
Holy Quran is the most
eloquent Arabic and there
is no second to it.

It is the only book in
which no word or verse
has been changed until
today and will not be
changed until the Day of
Judgment.

Arshad added that
every individual of the
society should make
recitation of the Holy
Quran a part of their life.

In this period of anxi-
ety, people’s hearts will
shine with the blessing of
reciting the Holy Quran.

A large number of peo-
ple from twin cities par-
ticipated in the seminar.

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Islamabad Capital Police
apprehended 11 outlaws
from different areas of the
city during the last 24
hours and recovered drugs
and weapons with ammu-
nition from their posses-
sion, a public relations
officer said.

He said that, following
the special directions of
Islamabad Capital City
Police Officer (ICCPO)
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad Capital Police
has intensified crackdown
against the criminal ele-
ments in order to elimi-
nate the crime from the
city.

Following these direc-
tives, the Kohsar police
team arrested an accused
namely Ali Imran and
recovered one 30 bore
pistol with ammunition
from his possession. The

Shalimar police team
arrested an accused name-
ly Sabir and recovered
one 9mm pistol with
ammunition from his pos-
session.

Likewise, the Tarnol
police team arrested an
accused namely Khawar
Kamran and recovered
230 gram heroin from his
possession. The Sangjani
police team arrested two
accused namely Zubair
and Muhammad Arif and
recovered 540 gram
hashish and 210 gram
heroin from their posses-
sion.

Similarly, the Shams
colony police team arrest-
ed three accused namely
Manzoor Ahmed, Danyal
and Muhammad Ayub and
recovered three 30 bore
pistols from their posses-
sion. Khanna police team
arrested an accused name-

ly Kamran and recovered
one 30 bore pistol from
his possession.

Lohi Bher police team
arrested two accused
namely Zulifqar Ahmed
and Raheel Ahmed and
recovered 792 gram hero-
in from their possession.
The Phulgran police team
arrested an accused name-
ly Qamar Akhlaq and
recovered one 30 bore
pistol from his posses-
sion.

Cases have been regis-
tered against the nabbed
accused and further inves-
tigation is underway.

ICCPO Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan directed all senior
officials for effective
crackdown against the
accused involved in crim-
inal activities and to
ensure the safety of lives
and property of citizens
on priority basis.

RAWALPINDI (NNI): On
the directions of the
Director General,
Rawalpindi Development
Authority, Muhammad
Saif Anwar Jappa, the
Enforcement Squad RDA
has carried out an opera-
tion and sealed site office
of illegal housing scheme
namely Eastridge at
Mouza Kotha Kalan,
Rawalpindi, RDA
spokesman said.

He said RDA has also
lodged First Information
Reports (FIRs) against the
owners of nine illegal
housing schemes namely
Eman Garden, Land Sub-
Division / Chanar Enclave
in mouza khasala kalan on
Adyala road to Chakri
road, Land Sub-Division /
Bahram Villas in mouza
katarian near new
Islamabad International
Airport, Haider
Residencia in mouza
kohala on Chakri road,
Khalid Colony phase-IV,
Kahmir Homes / Imam
Hasan Town, Zam Zam
Villas in mouza misriot,
Usmania Forts in mouza
thalian near Thalian

Interchange and Al-Barka
Garden in mouza chowk-
er, Taxila Rawalpindi.

He said taking legal
action previously notices
were issued to the owners
of these illegal housing
schemes namely Mr.
Saleem, Mr. Saqib
Mahmood Bhatti, Mr.
Waseem Mazhar, Mr.
Muhammad Ayyub, Mr.
Osama Abbasi, Raja Shoaib
Tanveer, Mr. Rizwan
Charagh, Mr. Waqas
Khalid, Mr. Muhammad
Naveed, Mr. Shahzad
Musharraf Afridi, Malik
Shafqat and Mr. Saifullah.
He said that the owners of
the above-mentioned prop-
erties have violated the
Punjab Development of
Cities Act 1976 and under
section 38 of Punjab
Development Authorities
Private Housing Schemes
Rules 2021.

The Enforcement
Squad RDA including
Incharge / Assistant
Director Building Control,
Building Inspectors and
others with the assistance
of the Police from the con-
cerned Airport Police

Station carried out the
operation against above
mentioned illegal housing
scheme. The owner of this
property was running ille-
gal housing schemes' site
office in violation of
rules.  He said notices
were issued to the owners
of above mentioned illegal
housing schemes.

RDA spokesman said
the DG RDA advises the
general public that in their
own interest they should
not make any investment
in any illegal /unautho-
rized Housing Scheme
whose's status was
declared illegal by RDA.

It could be checked on
the RDA website
w w w . r d a . g o p . p k .
Otherwise, they them-
selves will be responsible
for their losses. 

He said the DG RDA
has directed the MP&TE
Directorate to take strict
actions against illegal /
unauthorized housing
schemes, their develop-
ment, construction of
booking and site offices
and encroachments with-
out any fear or favour.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Secretary Health,
Iftikhar Ali Shallwani
expressed the need for
intensified efforts backed
by increased funding to mit-
igate and reverse the nega-
tive impacts of the pandem-
ic on Tuberculosis (TB).

He was addressing the
high-level meeting on the
fight against tuberculosis at
the United Nations
Headquarters.

The Secretary, the
Ministry of National Health
Services, Regulations and
Coordination expressed
deep concern over the con-
tinued challenges being
faced by the current health
systems, despite numerous
scientific advancements.

He highlighted the dev-
astating impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on
access to TB diagnosis and
treatment and the burden of
TB disease.

He shared Pakistan’s
progress in establishing
more TB diagnostic centres
and also expanding Lab
network to diagnose TB
cases, especially MDR-TB.

He mentioned being one

of the largest TB burden
countries Pakistan needs
certain innovative
approaches through private
sector and CSO involve-
ment for TB response sus-
tainability and affordability.

He emphasized that the
need for action has become
even more pressing in the
context of ongoing con-
flicts, global energy crisis
and associated impacts on
food security, which are
likely to further worsen
some of the broader deter-
minants of TB. He high-
lighted that tuberculosis
remains Pakistan’s top
cause of death from infec-
tious diseases and that
Pakistan has the fifth high-
est TB burden globally.

He underscored
Pakistan’s commitment to
the objectives set forth in
the 2018 Political
Declaration on Tuberculosis
by pointing out Pakistan’s
achievements in the field of
TB prevention, diagnostic,
treatment, and care services.

He expressed support for
the goals and targets set out
in the Political Declaration
adopted in today’s meeting.

He called upon the glob-
al community to expedite
the development, wide-
spread deployment, and
accessible availability of an
effective TB vaccine by the
year 2025.

He urged the member
states to provide sustain-
able funding, quality, and
equitable access to the lat-
est preventive and treat-
ment facilities, invest in TB
research and innovation,
and develop safe, effective,
and accessible vaccines,
particularly for drug-resist-
ant TB, with equitable dis-
tribution of vaccines.

The High-Level Meeting
also had an opening seg-
ment containing the
remarks of Dennis Francis,
President of the 78th ses-
sion of the General
Assembly, Ms. Amina J.
Mohammed, Deputy
Secretary-General, United
Nations, Ms. Paula
Narváez, President of the
Economic and Social
Council, Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
Director-General, World
Health Organization, and
other high-level dignitaries. 

11 outlaws arrested; drugs
and weapons recovered

Measures to mitigate TB
negative impacts urged

RDA seals site office of
illegal housing scheme

ISLAMABAD (INP): Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL), has
launched a decisive cam-
paign against gas theft in
the Islamabad region, lead-
ing to a successful crack-
down on gas thieves in the
Federal capital.

The spokesman of
SNGPL, Shahid Akram, on
Friday revealed that during
the recent operation con-
ducted by the Task Force
in Sector G-9, Lehtrar
Road, E-11/2, G-14, and
Bani Gala, eight con-
sumers involved in the
commercial use of domes-
tic connections had their
connections disconnected
and were subjected to
heavy fines.

Additionally, a hotel in
Sabzi Mandi was fined

Rs.3 million for using
domestic connections for
commercial purposes.

Furthermore, in Royal
Avenue and Jhang Syedan,
the Task Force has also
imposed fines on owners
of hostels who were using
domestic connections for
commercial purposes.

Meanwhile, after dis-
connecting the facility,
FIRs against two persons
residing in sector E-11/2
were registered at the
police station who were
found involved in gas theft
through direct tapping.

The spokesperson men-
tioned that the Task Force
will continue its crack-
down on illegal connec-
tions in the Islamabad
region until the last illegal
connection is eliminated.

SNGPL launches
decisive campaign

against gat theft

ISLAMABAD: Gypsy people searching valuables from garbage near Khanna pul in the Federal
Capital. ––APP Photo

IESCO
issues power
suspension
programme

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO) on
Saturday issued a power
suspension programme for
Sunday for various areas of
its region due to necessary
maintenance and routine
development work.

According to IESCO
Spokesman, the power sup-
ply of different feeders and
grid stations would remain
suspended for the period
from 08:00 am to 01:00
pm, at NTDC 500 KVA
Rawat Grid Station, 250
MW load management is
done as per the weather
condition.

From 07:00 AM to 12:00
PM, Chakwal Circle,
Mulhal Mughlan Feeder,
Attock Circle, PM Housing
Colony, Air University
Feeders and surrounding
areas.



SAR-E-PUL (Agencies):
During his visit to Sar-e-
Pul province, the acting
education minister,
Mawlavi Habibullah Agha,
announced that the divide
between schools and
madrasas has been bridged
with the reinstatement of
the Islamic Emirate in

Afghanistan.
The primary purpose of

the acting education minis-
ter’s trip to Sar-e-Pul
province was to oversee the
educational landscape in
the region and address any
existing challenges therein.

Mawlavi Mohammad
Rahmani, the education

director of Sar-e-Pul
province, provided infor-
mation and talked about
the achievements and
challenges in the field of
education.

He requested the atten-
tion of the central govern-
ment to address problems
facing the education
process in the region.

IE to ramp up anti-drug efforts

KABUL (Agencies): Sohail Shaheen, the
head of the IEA’s political office in Doha, has
affirmed the Islamic Emirate’s commitment to
bolstering its efforts in combating drug pro-
duction and trafficking. In a meeting with the
Italian ambassador to Afghanistan, Shaheen
discussed the Islamic Emirate’s achievements
in its anti-drug campaign. They discussed the
progress made by the Islamic Emirate in vari-
ous sectors of the anti-drug fight, including
the treatment of drug addicts. 

Arifullah met Turkish envoy

KABUL (Agencies): The head of the
Independent Administrative Reform and
Civil Service Commission, Mawlavi Abdul
Hanan Arifullah, has met with the newly
appointed Turkish envoy to Afghanistan,
Omar Noman. Arifullah requested Turkey’s
assistance in enhancing the capabilities of
civil service personnel in Afghanistan.
Arifullah emphasized the need for interna-
tional cooperation to improve the capacity of
civil service employees in Afghanistan.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

Rabi-ul-Awwal 08, 1445 — Sunday, September 24, 2023

The Frontier Post

ARCS facilitates
treatment for 30 more

children with heart defects
KABUL (Agencies): The Afghan Red Crescent Society
(ARCS) has facilitated the introduction of 30 additional
children with heart defects to two hospitals in Kabul for
treatment.

According to an ARCS statement, Mawlavi Muti-ul-
Haq Khalis, President of ARCS, met with the families of
these children prior to their introduction to the hospitals.

Over the past 14 years, the Afghan Red Crescent
Society (ARCS) has registered 26,481 children with heart
disease, nearly half of whom have received treatment. In
the last two years alone, ARCS has referred 1,801 chil-
dren to hospitals for operations. Of these, 1,600 have
completed treatment while the rest are still undergoing
treatment.

Mawlavi Muti-ul-Haq Khalis emphasized that Afghan
Red Crescent Society (ARCS) is not a government budg-
et unit.

Instead, it funds its operations through income gener-
ated from its assets, domestic and foreign charity associ-
ations, and donations from affluent individuals within the
country.

He further stated that Afghan Red Crescent Society
(ARCS) has a broad scope of work and future plans
include providing free ambulance services nationwide.

This initiative aims to transport sick individuals and
deceased members from needy and impoverished fami-
lies to hospitals and homes.

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Richard Bennett, the
Special Rapporteur for the
Human Rights Council on
Afghanistan, stated on the
sidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly
that women and girls in
Afghanistan have lost trust
in the global community.
According to him, the inter-
national community has
betrayed women in
Afghanistan.

Mr. Bennett made these
remarks during a session
titled “Combatting Gender
Apartheid in Afghanistan,”
which took place on the
sidelines of the 78th United
Nations General Assembly.
He called for practical
measures to end gender

apartheid in Afghanistan.
In this session, he

aligned with women’s
rights activists’ call for
practical action, emphasiz-
ing that the current situa-
tion in Afghanistan can
only be rectified through
practical actions, not just
condemnations and expres-
sions of sympathy.

According to him,
women and girls in
Afghanistan have been left
isolated, and a sense of
mistrust towards the global
community has developed
among Afghan women. He
added that “the internation-
al community has betrayed
them.”

Richard Bennett used the
terms “gender apartheid”

and “sexual abuse” in his
report on the status of
women and girls in
Afghanistan, which was
presented to the United
Nations Human Rights
Council in June of this year.
He used these terms to
describe the depth of the
tragedy in Afghanistan.

He said continuing this
situation will lead to a
“crime against humanity”:
“Sexual abuse is considered
an international crime, but
gender apartheid is not.
Recognizing gender
apartheid can become a
fundamental principle for
creating international laws
that do not legitimize coun-
tries that do not adhere to
this principle.”

Since the Taliban
assumed control in
Afghanistan, they have
enforced oppressive poli-
cies, severely curbing
women’s rights to educa-
tion, employment, and
social engagement.

Despite widespread
international and domestic
criticism, they have yet to
reopen schools beyond the
sixth grade and universities
for Afghan women.

JAWZJAN (TOLOnews):
The Acting Minister of
Education, Habibullah
Agha, said during a visit to
the province of Jawzjan
that modern and religious
sciences are crucial for
development and equality
with other nations.

The acting minister of
education said that inven-
tive students need support.

Habibullah Agha made
the remarks during the
opening ceremony of a
school in Aqcha district of
Jawzjan province.

“When a student can
make a plane from plastic, I
say if we educate them well
in modern science, he will

make drones,” he said.
Local officials and tribal

elders in Aqcha district of
Jawzjan have also empha-
sized the need to establish
schools and providing mod-
ern education facilities for
students. “You [people]
should try to send your
children to school,” said
Nooruddin Amir, deputy
governor of Jawzjan.

“Today, we are witnesses
that the Islamic Emirate is
against war and cruelty.
The message of the Islamic
Emirate for the education is
this, we have built a school
instead of a military out-
post,” said Mohammad
Tahir Jawad, director of the

education of Jawzjan.
The acting minister of

education emphasized the
importance of both modern
and religious education in

the country, despite the fact
that girls above six grade
have been banned from
attending school for more
than 730 days.

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Islamic Emirate said it
plans to establish a new
transit crossing with
Turkmenistan through the
Bala Murghab District of
Badghis Province.

The Islamic Emirate
spokesperson, Zabihullah
Mujahid, said that the pur-
pose of creating this new
route is to facilitate the
export and import of goods.

Mujahid noted that the
construction cost of this
route has been determined
and efforts are underway to
implement it.

“We planned a new route

to connect with Turkmeni-
stan via the Bala Murghab.
The work is underway, and
the project has been deter-
mined. We are talking to
the companies to sign con-
tracts with them regarding
its construction, and its
practical work will begin,”
the spokesperson said.

The Ministry of Borders
and Tribes said that, in
accordance with the Islamic
Emirate’s leader’s order,
the ministry had carefully
inspected the areas of this
new crossing in Bala
Murghab and sought the
opinions of the local people

on the matter.
“Noori and his delega-

tion observed and carefully
inspected this area. They
also paid close attention to
what people wanted. The
report will also be shared
with the Amir al-
Mu’minin,” said Hamd-
ullah Fitrat, spokesperson
of the ministry.

The ACCI said he con-
siders the establishment of
a new route and transit
crossing with Turkmenistan
as beneficial for the devel-
opment of the country’s
trade and economy.

“The port that will be

constructed in Bala
Murghab will be the best
port. Both oil and flour can
come through that port. We
want the necessary things to
be installed and built in this
port as soon as possible,”
said Mohammad Yunus
Momand, the head of ACCI.

“The port needs to have
facilities, services, and
infrastructure. It should
build its capabilities. We
welcome this and will
cooperate with the Islamic
Emirate in the construction
of this port,” said Khanjan
Alkozi, a member of the
ACCI.

KABUL (TOLOnews): Se-
cond Deputy Prime Mini-
ster Abdul Salam Hanafi a
meeting with the Chinese
ambassador in Kabul, Zhao
Xing, requested Afghan-
istan’s participation in the
“Belt and Road Initiative.” 

Abdul Salam Hanafi said
that they are trying to con-
nect Afghanistan through
different corridors with this
project. The Ministry of Ec-
onomy said that Afghan-
istan’s connection to the Belt
and Road Initiative project is
beneficial for Afghanistan’s
economic growth. 

“Afghanistan’s joining

the Belt and Road Initiative
will integrate Afghanistan’s
economy into the regional
and world economies and
will promote trade and eco-
nomic growth and the
development of Afghan-
istan, as well as promote
Afghanistan’s geo-econom-
ic transit position,” said
Abdul Latif Nazari, deputy
of the Economy Ministry. 

The Chamber of
Commerce and Investment
believes that connecting
Afghanistan to the Silk
Path or the “Belt and Road
Initiative,” project can
increase Afghanistan’s

trade with the countries of
the region. 

“It is very effective. It is
known to you that we have
trade with China, and not
only with China, but with
Taiwan, Thailand, Korea,
and these countries we do it
by sea. And it’s very influ-
ential for business growth,”
said Khanjan Alokozai, a
member of the ACCI. 

Economists said that
connecting Afghanistan to
the Belt and Road Initiative
is needed so that the coun-
tries of the region will sup-
port Afghanistan from a
financial point of view. 

“In order to reach such a
line to Afghanistan and for
Afghanistan’s participation
to actually get a good score,
it is clear that the World
Bank and the extraordinary
financial resources of the
northern countries play a
role,” said Sayed Masoud,
an economist. 

The Belt and Road
Initiative or New Silk Path
was presented by the
President of China and is
planned to cost $1300 bil-
lion to build thousands of
kilometers of roads, rail-
ways, waterways, and air
routes. 

URUZGAN (TOLOnews):
Mohammad Aali Jan Ahm-
ed, the governor of Uruzg-
an, announced that extrac-
tion will soon begin in ten
mines in the province. 

According to the gover-
nor, the contract for the
extraction of ten fluoride
and turquoise mines in the
center and in four districts
of the province will be
given to some private com-
panies, which will provide

work for hundreds of peo-
ple. “There are contracts
signed for 10 mines in
Uruzgan province, these
mines have been entrusted
to companies with large
contracts, and we have
been assured that the min-
ing work will begin soon,”
said Mohammad Aali Jan
Ahmed. 

The residents of
Uruzgan want the authori-
ties to spend part of the

money earned from the
extraction of these mines
on development projects in
the province. “These peo-
ple have suffered a lot, now
it’s time to pay attention to
them,” said Sayed Wali
Sediqi, a lecturer. 

“Until now, there have
been many people in
Uruzgan province who are
suffering from unemploy-
ment in one sector, in one
department, they should be
given attention, and the
field of work should be pro-
vided for them,” said
Ghulam Nabi Shuja, an
Uruzgan resident. 

According to the infor-
mation of officials in
Uruzgan, it is expected that
the contract for the extrac-
tion of two fluoride mines
in the Gizab district of the
province will soon be
signed by the Ministry of
Mines and Petroleum with
private companies. 

Better

healthcare

demanded
SHARANA (Pajhwok):
The residents of Zirouk
district in southeastern
Paktika province have
complained no surgery
ward and facilities for the
treatment of some other
diseases have been not
available in the health cen-
tres at the district level.

They said they trans-
ferred their patients on dif-
ficult routs to Sharana, the
provincial capital, or Khost
province and sometimes a
patient is lost on the way to
the hospital.

Lahor Khan, the resident
of Dabi village, told
Pajhwok Afghan News, the
local health center of this
district sans surgical ward,
some other facilities are
also not available and the
people face serious prob-
lems.

Lahor Khan added: “The
current health service pro-
vided by the district clinics
are very limited; the resi-
dents are forced to take
their patients to other
health centers in Sharana or
Khost province, some of
the patients even die on
such risky ways.”

Haj Mohammad asked
the Ministry of Public
Health (MoPH) to equip
the local BHC clinic with
surgical ward and provide
more facilities for the treat-
ment of other diseases.

Haji Haj Mohammad, a
tribal elder of Soori village
told Pajhwok: “Zirouk pop-
ulation is 90,000 and the
health services are inade-
quate for their number of
people.” The officials of
provincial health depart-
ment accept the problems
of the residents but they
assure them that these
problems will be solved in
near future.

He said efforts are
underway to upgrade the
BHC clinic to CHC (com-
munity health center), at
that case the clinic will be
able to provide the surgery
and ambulance services.

He acknowledged the
complaints of the locals but
added the clinic sans the
surgical section and has no
ambulance facility.

He said, his duty begins
at 8:00am and ends at
4:00pm, as too many
patients visit this clinic for
the treatment of their illness-
es every day, Abed stays in
the clinic even at night.

Doctor Nik Mohammad
Abed, the head of the local
BHC clinic said that the
available facilities of the
clinic do not respond to the
needs of the patients.

The former government
approved to equip the local
(Behavioral Health
Consultation) BHC clinic,
a promise which has never
been fulfilled, he said.

The officials of provin-
cial health department
accept the problems of the
residents but they assure
them that these problems
will be solved in near
future. He said efforts are
underway to upgrade the
BHC clinic to CHC (com-
munity health center), at
that case the clinic will be
able to provide the surgery
and ambulance services.

He acknowledged the
complaints of the locals but
added the clinic sans the
surgical section and has no
ambulance facility. He said,
his duty begins at 8:00am
and ends at 4:00pm, as too
many patients visit this
clinic for the treatment of
their illnesses every day,
Abed stays in the clinic
even at night.

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Sher Mohammad Abbas
Stanekzai, Afghanistan’s
acting deputy foreign min-
ister for political affairs,
firmly asserts that the con-
tinued presence of US
drones patrolling
Afghanistan’s airspace con-
stitutes a clear violation by
the United States.

During an interview with
Ariana News, Stanekzai
revealed that officials from
the Taliban administration
had raised this matter in
negotiations with American
delegations, emphasizing
the imperative need to
cease the violation of
Afghanistan’s airspace.

“Yes, drones are
patrolling in Afghanistan’s
airspace, and we repeatedly
shared this issue with them
(the Americans) in the
meetings, and they have
violated this article,” he
said.

“According to the Doha
agreement, after the with-
drawal of US forces, this
country would have friend-
ly relations with the new
Islamic government of
Afghanistan and would
play an active role in the
reconstruction of
Afghanistan, and encour-
age other countries in this
direction, and not to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of
Afghanistan,” he added.

Addressing concerns
from Central Asian coun-
tries about the Qosh Tepa
canal construction,
Stanekzai affirmed that the
canal is an indigenous proj-
ect, and the government
remains committed to its
completion, stating, “This
canal is an Afghan project,
and the government will
continue to complete it.”

Furthermore, the deputy
foreign minister has reas-
sured Afghan women and

girls that the educational
process will remain open,
with the de facto adminis-
tration fully committed to
safeguarding their educa-
tional rights.

He firmly asserted, “As
an Afghan, I can say that
education will not be
banned till the end; it
should not be banned, and
this is the natural and reli-
gious right of girls.”

Stanekzai went on to
clarify that schools and uni-
versities will admit girls
once suitable conditions are
in place.

Nonetheless, it’s essen-
tial to note that this marks
the third consecutive year
since the Taliban assumed
power in Afghanistan, dur-
ing which they have pro-
hibited girls from attending
schools and universities.
Despite repeated assur-
ances of reopening these
educational institutions, the

Taliban has yet to follow
through on this commit-
ment.

Concurrently, they have
imposed bans on women
engaging in employment
with domestic and interna-
tional organizations and aid

agencies, all amid a severe
humanitarian crisis in the
country. Stanekzai also
urged opponents of the
Taliban to consider return-
ing to the country.

Addressing Pakistan’s
concerns about Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP), he
stressed that Afghanistan
has achieved comprehen-
sive security after a pro-
longed conflict, and neigh-
boring countries should not
link their problems to
Afghanistan.

Stanekzai accuses US drones of violating airspace

IE seeks to participate in
‘Belt and Road Initiative’

Education Minister emphasizes
need for modern, religious sciences

Efforts underway to create new
crossing with Turkmenistan

Global community betrays
Afghan women’s trust

Gap between schools,
Madrasas eliminated

Contracts signed for
extraction of 10 mines
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training, Madad Ali
Sindhi, called on President Dr. Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

RAWALPINDI (PPI): The
Rawalpindi Accountability
Court has restored 22 NAB
references which will be
heard on Monday (Sept 25),
reported 24NewsHD TV
channel on Saturday.

After the NAB amend-
ments were declared null and
void by the Supreme Court,
the Rawalpindi Accounta-
bility Court restored 22 NAB
references in compliance
with the SC order. The

accused involved in all the
references have been sum-
moned on Sept 25 after issu-
ing notices.

During the court hearing
on Saturday, the NAB prose-
cutor said that the accused
who quashed their cases from
jail, would be sent to Adiala
Jail again. He told the court
that 8 accused would be
charged, adding that all the
mudarba, fake housing refer-
ences and corruption cases

were restored. Accountability
Court Judge Raja Qamar
Zaman accepted the request
to reopen the NAB refer-
ences.

The court was informed
that its summons for accused
involved in 22 references are
being delivered to the respec-
tive police stations today.
However, the court instructed
that compliance on the sum-
mons by the accused should
be made today.

22 NAB references restored

NAUSHEHRO FEROZ
(INP): SHO Khanwahin
issuing threats of abduc-
tion and killing, Ranipur
murder victim’s family has
complained. According to
media reports, ten-year-old
child maid Fatima had died
in the Haveli of Asad Shah
in Ranipur and the video of
her death went viral on
social media.

“SHO Khanwahin
Ghani Dayo issuing threats
to abduct or kill me,”
Fatima’s mother has com-
plained. “He is using filthy
language against my late
daughter,” she said. “SHO

Khanwahin police has
been a henchman of
Ranipur pirs,” she alleged
and demanded protection
against Khanwahin police
officer. Caretaker home
minister of Sindh during
his visit to the family had
directed for action against
the SHO, who is still hold-
ing the SHO charge.

Police on Friday ‘arrest-
ed’ Pir Fayyaz Shah, co-
accused in the murder case
of child maid Fatima
Phuriro. Sources having
knowledge of the matter
said Fayyaz Shah was
taken into custody when he

was going back to his
haveli after addressing a
press conference. The
Sindh High Court’s
Hyderabad bench had
granted an interim bail to
Fayyaz Shah.

On Thursday, an anti-
terrorism court granted
five days of physical
remand of accused Asad
Shah and co-accused,
Imtiaz Meerasi in the mur-
der case. The postmortem
report of the girl had con-
firmed that the minor maid
was sexually abused,
according to DIG Sukkur
Javed Jiskani.

Fatima murder case: SHO
threatens victim’s family

ISLAMABAD (INP):
World Bank report reveals
Pakistan's poverty rate
surges to 39Pakistan's
poverty rate surges
Pakistan is facing a big
challenge, poverty rates are
rising, and they're soaring
high at 39.4%! Just last
year, it was at 34.2%. This
means that almost 95 mil-
lion people in Pakistan are
struggling with poverty,
with around 12.5 million
being pushed below the
poverty line.

The World Bank, an
important organization that
helps countries with their
money matters, is worried.
They're saying that
Pakistan's way of develop-
ing its economy hasn't been
working well. There are
several reasons for this.
Pakistan is dealing with
problems like rising prices
for things we need, like
food and electricity.

Also, there are big cli-
mate issues, like floods and
droughts, making life even
harder. But there's more.
Pakistan is also facing a
"silent" problem in its
schools and healthcare.
Many kids aren't growing
well because they're not
getting enough good food.
They're not learning as
much as they should, and
sadly, many children are
getting sick and passing
away too soon. This is very
sad and something needs to
change.

The World Bank has
some suggestions to help
Pakistan. They're proposing
a big 10-year plan to fix the
economy. One of the ideas
is to collect more taxes
from agriculture and busi-
nesses. They also want to
make sure taxes are fair.
Right now, some people
don't pay as much tax as
they should, and this is

causing problems. The
World Bank thinks that if
they change this, Pakistan's
economy will start to look
brighter.

If Pakistan makes these
changes, there could be
some big benefits. They
might save a lot of money
and get more income. They
could also get more money
from taxes on land and
farming. Plus, if they
improve their trade rules,
they could sell more things
to other countries, which
means more jobs and
money. 

The World Bank is say-
ing that Pakistan needs to
make these changes quick-
ly. They say that if
Pakistan can catch up with
other similar countries in
terms of education and
healthcare, the economy
could grow by a huge 32%.
That's like a big leap for-
ward!

WB report reveals Pak’s
poverty rate surges to 39.4%

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Air Force contingent has
landed back at an opera-
tional air base after suc-
cessful participation in the
multinational tri-services
air exercise Bright Star
2023, held in Egypt. The
exercise brought together
30 nations from across the
globe, fostering cama-
raderie and showcasing the
prowess of participating
armed forces.

The distinguished event
showcased the remarkable
performance of PAF's con-
tingent, consisting of
skilled combat pilots, profi-
cient air defence con-
trollers, and adept technical
ground crew, who demon-
strated pride and profes-

sional excellence as a uni-
fied team while operating
advanced JF-17 Thunder
fighter jets.

The primary objective of
the Bright Star Exercise
was to promote interoper-
ability and facilitate knowl-
edge sharing among partic-
ipating countries.
Throughout the exercise,
PAF's air and ground crew
consistently demonstrated
exceptional air combat
capabilities, effectively
highlighting the impressive
strengths of Pakistan's
esteemed asset, the JF-17
Thunder fighter aircraft.
Engaging in rigorous train-
ing and immersive, realistic
aerial warfare scenarios,
the PAF contingent reaf-
firmed its preparedness to
address contemporary air

warfare challenges, under-
lining its unwavering com-
mitment to serving the
cause of global peace and
security.

The resounding triumph
of PAF's crew in the Bright
Star exercise within the
realm of aerial warfare
serves as a testament to
their unwavering dedica-
tion and operational profi-
ciency. Pakistan Air
Force's participation in the
exercise underscores its
ability to adapt to cutting-
edge advancements in air
combat and its willingness
to establish strong partner-
ships with the international
community in order to
effectively address the
evolving challenges of aer-
ial warfare in the modern
world. 

PAF contingent returns
triumphant after exercise

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr. Arif Alvi has empha-
sized the need to adopt
innovative solution to
impart education as about
twenty seven million chil-
dren in the country are out
of schools. Talking to
Caretaker Education
Minister Madad Ali in
Islamabad on Saturday, he
said mosques can be used
as educational institutions
from Fajr to Zohar of
imparting education to chil-
dren. He said online educa-
tion in remote areas will
also be useful in this
regard.

He said special arrange-
ments should be made to
provide education to the
people living in remote
areas of the country.
President Alvi also pro-
posed that online tools of
education could also be uti-
lized for the provision of

education to the people liv-
ing in remote areas. He also
suggested to utilize various
platforms other than school
buildings such as mosques
to provision education to
the people. Highlighting
the importance of education
for special persons, the
president stressed that spe-
cial arrangements should
also be made for them to
give education along with
the normal children. With
respect to the girls educa-
tion, he said the girls
should be encouraged to
continue their education in
schools. He said the univer-
sities should equip their
students with skills accord-
ing to the needs of the mar-
ket.

The number of people
enrolled in universities for
higher education in
Pakistan is very less com-
pared to other countries in
the region, he said adding

special measures should be
taken to increase the num-
ber of people with higher
education in the country.
He proposed the universi-
ties to provide higher edu-
cation to more students
with the help of online edu-
cation and different shifts,
adding that besides the 4-
year programs, the univer-
sities should also start 2-
year degree programs.

With the help of online
and distance education
programs of Virtual
University and Allama
Iqbal Open University, the
number of highly educated
people can be increased,
the president said. He also
stressed the universities to
focus on artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning,
cyber security and cloud
computing Matters related
to the Federal Urdu
University were also dis-
cussed in the meeting.

Alvi for steps to enroll
27m children in schools

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on
Saturday approved changes
to 18 clauses of the
Election Rules besides issu-
ing five new forms. The
ECP said that objections
could be raised to these
changes within 15 days.

As per one of the
changes, a candidate will
have to open a separate
bank account for election
campaign-related expendi-
tures, and that a joint
account will not be accept-
able. As per another
change, a returning officer
(RO) will provide elec-
tion’s result to the candi-
date at the District
Election Commission’s
building.

Similarly, according to
yet another change, postal
ballots will be enclosed in

separate packets before
sending to them to con-
cerned ROs, and that in
case the RO does not
receive ballots prior to the
election day, votes will not
be counted. Furthermore,
now the RO will not only
have to immediately inform
the ECP in case the result is
not announced by 2:00 at
night, but he will also have
to give reasons for that
delay. The RO will hand
over the election result in
the presence of all candi-
dates.

Not only that, he will
himself fill in forms 47, 48
and 49 for results before
sealing them. As per
amended rule, a candidate
will now himself calculate
the expenditures incurred
on electioneering and hand
over its details to the ECP.
Similarly under a new rule,
the cost of filing election-
related petition in the ECP

will be Rs100,000, and that
the ECP will be bound to
give decision on it within
180 days.

Likewise in case a candi-
date wants hearing of the
petition to be adjourned, he
or she will be fined
between Rs10,000 to
Rs50,000. And even if the
case’s hearing is adjourned,
it will not be for more than
three days, says another
amended rule. According to
yet another change, politi-
cal parties will be bound to
intimate the election com-
mission about intra-party
elections 15 days prior to
these elections. Similarly,
they are now bound to sub-
mit results to the ECP seven
days after the elections.
According to another
amendment, the fines
imposed by the election
commission will be
deposited in the national
exchequer. 

ECP unveils changes
to Election Rules

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Most parts of
north-eastern and upper
Punjab received heavy
downpour on Saturday. The
latest spell of rains is again
a result of monsoon current
from the Arabian Sea pene-
trating the upper and cen-
tral parts of Pakistan with a
westerly affecting the
region at the same time,
resulting in intense down-
pours.

Hence, the combined
effects of the two systems
are producing heavy rains
despite the fact that the
monsoon currents are mod-
erate in their intensity.
Although global warming
has increased the rain inten-
sity around the globe, con-
vergence of hot and cold
winds due to two systems
[monsoon currents and
westerly] makes downpour
even more likely. In fact,
the overwhelming majority
of intense rains, especially
in northeastern Punjab, this
season is a result of their
interaction.

The reason behind this
trend is the gradual
strengthening of westerlies
due to global warming as
they contain more powerful
than in the past because of
the increasing amount of
moisture they carry. Thus,
any interaction with mon-
soon currents produces
extreme weather events in
the shape of heavier down-

pour or even cloud burst. In
Lahore, the downpour with
wind started around 3:30
which was soon followed
by a drenching thunder-
storm. Although, rain had
stopped around 9:30am, the
city and other parts of
northeastern Punjab were
still covered by dark
clouds.

The highest amount of
rain 156mm recorded in the
city was at Qartaba Chowk
followed by Lakshmi
Chowk 138mm, Gulshan-e-
Ravi 142mm, Gulberg
121mm, Nishtar Town
107mm, Paniwala Talab
107mm, Tajpura 103mm,
Farrukhabad 97mm, Iqbal
Town 92mm and Johar
Town 88mm.

However, the rain clouds
initially had started devel-
oping over western Punjab
around midnight, which
moved towards central and
eastern Punjab, resulting in
heavy rain along its path.
According to the Met
Office, the chief amounts of
rain recorded in some other
towns and cities of Punjab
are: Jhelum 74mm, Mangla
72mm, Narowal 46mm,
Joharabad 38mm, Mandi
Bahauddin 32mm, Kasur
and Faisalabad 28mm,
Hafizabad 27, Gujranwala
26, Islamabad (Zero Point)
26mm, Sialkot Airport 24
and Chakwal 23.

Earlier, it was expected
that the heavy rains during
the last weekend and earlier

this week would end the hot
and humid conditions. But
the delay in monsoon with-
drawal means that the
humidity level had again
jumped. On Friday, isolated
rain was reported from
Islamabad and upper
Punjab on Wednesday after
the monsoon currents and
the westerly started affect-
ing the region. The spell
will continue during the
next 36 to 48 hours.

Reuters had reported on
Tuesday that India will
receive heavy monsoon
rains at the tail end of the
four-month season, the
chief of the weather office
said on Tuesday, bringing
farmers succor after the dri-
est August in more than a
century hit some summer
crops amid higher food
prices. 

It means delay in mon-
soon withdrawal may also
have effects on Pakistan,
producing more rains in the
country. But if the monsoon
current continues reaching
Pakistan with rains in the
cotton belt – southern
Punjab and Sindh – then it
can adversely affect the
crop yield. The extreme
weather events with high
temperatures, erratic or
intense rains and droughts
mean Pakistan immediately
needs to work on adjusting
crop pattern so that it can
secure future needs and
achieve sustained food
security.

Heavy rains lash
Punjab areas

He said thousands of
Kashmiris had been killed
and women were raped,
besides the extrajudicial
killing of the innocent peo-
ple. To another question, he
said of around 5 million
refugees in Pakistan, some
2.8 million were legal and
the rest were without any
legal document. Therefore,
the government had decid-
ed to repatriate them and
administrative intervention
was being made for the pur-
pose.

The prime minister rub-
bished the notion of an iso-
lated Pakistan and said
during his interactions
with the world leaders,
they had found growing
interest of the world in
Pakistan. He also high-
lighted his engagements on
the sidelines of the UNGA
session.

Meanwhile, the
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar has
said that bringing economic
stability in the country was
the foremost priority of the
government and in this
regard a comprehensive
economic revival plan was
in force. 

He said assisting the
process of elections was
one of the prime duties of
the government. "We will
be assisting and supporting
the process, and while
doing so really try to focus
on the economic revival
plan. That is the biggest
challenge." In an interview

with the US based weekly
magazine Newsweek here
on Friday, the prime minis-
ter pointed out that the
caretaker government was
deeply concerned about the
situation of stability. "At
the moment, it's pretty
much under control. It's
something which we fully
and lawfully monitor, and
we are in charge to pull all
the strings when it comes to
stability."

With respect to
Pakistan's relations with
Afghanistan, he said it
would take some time to
get relations with the neigh-
boring Afghanistan's de
facto government better.
"It'll take a bit of time, but
we are quite confident that
we will be able to manage
that." "We do have a larger
perspective and outlook on
the whole of the region. But
these day-to-day events do
mire and complicate our
relationship at times. But
we're trying to manage it in
a manner which is mutually
beneficial to both sides," he
added.

Responding to a ques-
tion regarding the US'
attention in South Asian
region, PM Kakar said as a
Pakistani and someone
coming from that region, he
would be very much baf-
fled if that region was being
ignored or if it deserved
less attention by the United
States, because this was
where actually lot of things
were happening. "A popu-
lation of around 3 to 4 bil-
lion resides in that region.

How do you ignore 4 bil-
lion people? How do you
pay less attention to 4 bil-
lion people out of 8?
Almost half of humanity
resides there."

He said there were
potential conflicts in those
areas. "It would be very
stingy on my part not to
mention Kashmir, because
it is a flashpoint between
two nuclear states. God for-
bid, if there is any sort of
military confrontation
between the two nuclear
powers, how would that
translate to the region?
How would that translate
outside the region? What
sort of implications would
it have for the European
continent? What implica-
tions will it have across the
planet into North America
and the rest?." The prime
minister expressed his con-
cerns over the entire so-
called "Indo-Pacific" policy
of the Western Hemisphere
via the encirclement of a
regional power around the
South China. "We do view
it and we are closely moni-
toring all the develop-
ments."

"The so-called Indo
Pacific strategy is done for
the objectives which suit
Western powers...so, there
is an element of concern
and there is a legitimate
sense of caution on the
Pakistani side, and we are
closely monitoring
that...and we are trying to
do our own preparedness to
respond to such a chal-
lenge," he added.

Murder of Sikh leader

CJP staunchly
advocates

student union
revival at QAU
ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
The students’ union is all
set to be restored at the
Quaid-i-Azam University
(QAU) Islamabad as the
varsity’s syndicate has
given a go-ahead to the
much-awaited move. Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa also supported the
decision in the syndicate
meeting and it is hoped that
the move will pave the way
for the restoration of unions
in other educational institu-
tions as well.

The decision was made
during a syndicate meeting
chaired by university’s Vice
Chancellor Prof Niaz
Ahmad Akhtar. The CJP,
who is a member of the
forum by virtue of his posi-
tion, also participated.
Justice Isa became the sec-
ond CJP, after former chief
justice Rana Bhagwandas,
to have attended a QAU
syndicate meeting. Student
unions were banned in 1984
by then military dictator
Gen Ziaul Haq. The move
was meant to suppress the
student uprisings against
his oppressive policies. It
left a huge vacuum in
Pakistan’s political arena.

The students of QAU
would get their democratic
rights back after four
decades and it is being
hoped that other universi-
ties would also follow the
suit. “The syndicate was
discussing the engagement
of students in positive and
healthy activities when the
matter came up,” said a
statement issued by the
QAU. It added that Federal
Education Secretary
Waseem Ajmal Chaudhry
expressed an opinion in
favour of reviving the stu-
dent unions. He was sec-
onded by the chief justice
who observed that Gen
Zia’s Martial Law Order
had been repealed by an act
of parliament in 1989.

He also gave reference
of a 1993 Supreme Court
judgement which favoured
the elected bodies of stu-
dents to resolve their issues
on the campus. The syndi-
cate also talked about a
unanimous resolution
passed by the Senate in
2017 on the same subject.
Later, the syndicate unani-
mously decided to revive
QAU’s students’ union.

Meanwhile, a committee
has been formed to come up
with a detailed proposal on
the modalities of elections
and other related issues. A
representative of the educa-
tion ministry, the QAU reg-
istrar and the director of the
university’s School of Law
will be its members. The
committee will submit its
report to the syndicate with-
in two weeks. CJP Isa said
it should be a platform for
the welfare and excellence
of students and for the
flourishing of democratic
culture. 

13 terrorists
held in CTD
operations

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: In view of
possible incidents of terror-
ism in the province, the
Counter-Terrorism Depa-
rtment (CTD) Punjab in its
intelligence-based operations
carried out in several cities,
has arrested 13 terrorists.

Spokesman for the CTD
said on Saturday that opera-
tions were carried out in
Lahore, Attock, Bahaw-
alnagar, Jhelum,
Bahawalpur, Sheikhupura
and Rawalpindi. Giving fur-
ther details, he said that five
terrorists were picked up
from Attock and three from
Lahore. The spokesman
elaborated that those taken
into custody were Khurshid,
Rasheed, Irfan, Luqman,
Waheed, Rizwan, Amir and
Wajid, and they were plan-
ning to attack government
offices and other key installa-
tions.

Jinnah House
attack case:

Court reserves
verdict

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
An anti-terrorism court
(ATC) in Lahore on
Saturday reserved its ver-
dict on the bail petitions
filed by 63 suspects,
including Khadija Shah,
Sanam Javed, Robina
Jameel, Samia Asad, Babar,
Fayyaz Ahmad and Ashima
Shuja, in Lahore’s Jinnah
House attack case. ATC
judge Muhammad Arshad
Javed heard the case.

Opposing granting bails
to the suspects, Special
Prosecutor Farhad Ali Shah
said that sections related to
treason had also been
inserted in the cases regis-
tered against these people,
and that the investigators
had over 600 videos which
proved their involvement in
an attack on the Jinnah
House. All 63 people
applied for bail for the sec-
ond time after the insertion
of treason-related sections
in their cases. Case No
96/23 had been registered
against them at Sarwar
Road police station.

Thousands of people lost
their temper following the
arrest of their leader, for-
mer prime minister and PTI
Chairman Imran Khan on
May 9. They took to the
streets, ransacked and even
set several government and
military buildings on fire
besides damaging even
memorials of Pakistan
Army’s martyrs. 

ATC orders
to release

Sanam Javed
LAHORE (Agencies): An
anti-terrorism court (ATC)
ordered to release Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
activist Sanam Javed Khan
and other party activists in
Jinnah House attack case.
As per details, ATC judge
Arshad Javed announced
the verdict and granted bail
to nine suspects of Jinnah
House attack case.

The bail pleas were
accepted against surety
bonds worth Rs 0.1 million
each and ordered to release
the nine PTI leaders.
Earlier, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) activist
Sanam Javed Khan and 12
other women leaders were
sent on physical remand
over the Jinnah House
attack case. The court sent
former PTI MNAAliya and
women activists including
Khadija, Sanam Javed
Khan and others on five-
day physical remand in the
Jinnah House attack case.

The court stated that PTI
women will stay in police
custody from sunrise till
sunset for inquiry. They
will be kept in judicial cus-
tody after sunset. It is worth
mentioning that violent
clashes broke out across
Pakistan after the former
prime minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
chief Imran Khan were
arrested at the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on
Tuesday. The protests were
held in remote and major
cities as the party workers
are agitated due to their
chairman’s arrest, with
Balochistan, Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
Islamabad summoning the
armed forces to ensure law
and order.

Army installations and
Corps Commander’s house
in Lahore came under
attack during a protest by
PTI workers. It was also
reported that Deputy
Inspector General (DIG)
Operations Ali Nasir Rizvi
sustained severe injuries
while clearing.

Javed Latif
and Maryam
summoned

LAHORE (PPI): The Anti-
Terrorism Court on Saturday
issued summons to Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leaders Mian Javed
Latif and Maryam
Aurangzeb over allegation of
making anti-state speeches
and statements.

The hearing was conduct-
ed by Judge Abhar Gul Khan
of the Anti-Terrorism Court.
During the hearing, the
police presented a case report
against the accused.
However, the court rejected
the police’s exclusion report,
indicating that the case will
proceed.

The case against Javed
Latif and Maryam
Aurangzeb was registered at
the Green Town police sta-
tion in 2022. The leaders are
accused of making speeches
and statements that are con-
sidered anti-state. The
specifics of these accusations
have not been disclosed yet.
Following the rejection of the
police’s exclusion report, the
court has summoned the
accused for a hearing on
September 30.
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