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Journalist Khalid gets bail

ISLAMABAD (PPI): A local court in
Islamabad Thursday granted bail to jour-
nalist Khalid Jamil in a case pertaining to
spreading provocative narrative against the
state institutions through social media plat-
forms. Khalid Jamil, the bureau chief of a
private news channel, was taken into cus-
tody from his residence at Media Town.
Special Judge Central Shahrukh Arjumand
granted post-arrest bail to the journalist
against a surety bond of Rs50,000.

Robbers loot passenger bus

KARACHI (PPI): An intercity bus en
route from Usta Muhammad, Baloc-
histan to Karachi fell victim to a robbery,
resulting in the theft of valuables from all
30 passengers onboard, police said
Thursday. The bus was dropping off so-
me passengers at a bus stop near Maymar
More when a group of four armed indi-
viduals approached the bus on a motor-
cycle and deprived the passengers of
mobile phones, cash, and other valuables.
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RAWALPINDI: A doctor examining a child suffering from an eye infection at a hospital.

WASHINGTON: China is spending
billions of dollars globally to spread
disinformation, threatening to cause a
"sharp contraction" in freedom of
speech around the world, warned a
US State Department report pub-
lished Thursday.

China's "global information
manipulation is not simply a matter
of public diplomacy -- but a chal-
lenge to the integrity of the global
information space," said the report.
"Unchecked, Beijing's efforts could
result in a future in which technology
exported by the PRC (People's
Republic of China), coopted local
governments, and fear of Beijing's
direct retaliation produce a sharp con-
traction of global freedom of expres-
sion."

The report, released by the State
Department's Global Engagement
Center, said Beijing spends billions
of dollars annually on "foreign infor-
mation manipulation" –- through the
use of propaganda, disinformation

and censorship -- while promoting
positive news about China and its rul-
ing Communist Party. At the same
time, it said, China suppresses critical

information that contradicts its narra-
tives on contentious issues such as
Taiwan, human rights, and its flag-
ging domestic economy.

"When you look at the pieces of
the puzzle and you put it together,
you see a breathtaking ambition on
the part of the PRC to seek informa-
tion dominance in key regions of the
world," James Rubin, special envoy
and coordinator of the GEC, told
reporters. The report said China's
approach to information manipula-
tion includes promoting "digital
authoritarianism," exploiting interna-
tional organizations and exercising
control of Chinese-language media.

These efforts could enable Beijing
to "reshape the global information
environment," it added. The report
comes after Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on Thursday said China was
seeking to surpass the United States
as the "dominant power in the world -
- militarily, economically, diplomati-
cally." — Agence France-Presse

US govt report accuses China 
of ‘information manipulation’

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Foreign Affairs Jalil Abbas
Jilani on Thursday said that
around one-and-half to two
dozen MoUs with different
countries were expected to be
signed within the next few
days as the one-window
forum of Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
had become popular.

The foreign minister, in a
news conference, told the
media that during the interac-
tions with the foreign dele-
gates including the business
community on the sidelines
of the UNGA session in New
York, the response about the
SIFC was very positive. He
said a delegation of the Pak-
US businessmen was expect-
ed next month which was
also the outcome of the
SIFC's establishment as well
as the positive indicators of
Pakistan's economy.

He said as SIFC was
focused on the promotion of
agriculture, IT and mining,
the country was striving to
enhance its IT exports to $10
billion. The foreign minister,
who apprised the media
about his as well as Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-

Haq Kakar's engagements in
New York, rubbished the
notions of rolling back the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

"The CPEC is a very
transformative project. There
is absolutely no question of
rolling it back... I can say
with 100 percent surety that
you will just see progress in
CPEC in the coming years.
There should be no doubt
about it," he remarked. He
told the newsmen that apart
from his address at the
UNGA session, the prime
minister did address the
meetings on Sustainable
Development Goals, Global
Development Initiative, cli-
mate change and pandemic,
besides holding bilateral
meetings with world leaders.

Similarly, Foreign
Minister Jilani said he also
held around 20 bilateral
meetings besides attending
the OIC Contact Group's
meetings on Kashmir and
Palestine, besides media
interactions. To a question, he
reiterated that there had been
no change in Pakistan's for-
eign policy vis-a-vis
Palestine and Israel as the
country always advocated for
the self-determination rights

of the Palestinians.
Likening the issue of

Kashmir with Palestine, the
foreign minister said
Pakistan's position was based
on the policy of protecting its
own interests as both issues
involved the denial of self-
determination rights. He
called the participation in
UNGA session the "most
cost-effective" way to high-
light Pakistan's position
before the world under one
roof and said the delegation
comprised the prime minis-
ter, foreign minister, and for-
eign secretary.

He said many countries
expressed their condemna-
tions of the Islamophobic
incidents which also persuad-
ed Denmark to initiate legis-
lation to criminalize the dese-
cration of holy books with
many other countries also
mulling over a similar
approach. The foreign minis-
ter opposed the notion of
Pakistan facing any isolation
rather said that except a few,
all of the foreign ministers he
had met, expressed their
desire to interact with
Pakistan's delegation, consid-
ering the country an impor-
tant player on multiple
forums.

Pakistan renews call for
independent Palestinian State

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: General
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M),
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) visited Lahore on
Thursday and attended
meeting of the Provincial
Apex Committee along
with Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab, Mohsin
Raza Naqvi.

During the Apex
Committee meeting, COAS
was briefed about overall
security situation, including
Law Enforcement Actions
against electricity and gas
theft, hoarding and foreign
currency smuggling. Forum
was also briefed on meas-
ures taken for protection of
minorities and progress of
operations in Kacha area.

The forum also reviewed
repatriation of illegal for-
eign nationals.

COAS emphasised "Law
Enforcement Actions
against spectrum of illegal
activities will continue with
full force in collaboration
with the LEAs and the con-
cerned government depart-
ments to rid Pakistan from
the substantial economic
losses it continues to suffer
due to pilferage done by
different methods". 

Forum was also

apprised on progress on
SIFC and Green Punjab
initiatives. COAS under-
scored the need for syner-
gy among all relevant
departments for gainful
effects of the landmark ini-
tiatives. The participants
affirmed that state institu-
tions, government depart-
ments and people are unit-
ed for progress and pros-
perity of the province.
Earlier, upon arrival,
COAS was received by
Commander Lahore Corps.

COAS reviews contry’s
overall security situation

BEIJING (APP): Caretaker
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Murtaza Solangi has
expressed confidence that
relations between Pakistan
and China will further
strengthen and become
more stable.

In a conversation with
China Media Group's Urdu
service in Beijing before
his return home from an
official visit to China,
Murtaza Solangi congratu-
lated the Chinese govern-
ment and people on the
10th anniversary of the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI).
He said that the BRI has
provided new development
opportunities to developing
countries, including
Pakistan.

Speaking about the
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor, the flagship proj-
ect of the BRI, Murtaza
Solangi said that it was a
golden chapter in the rela-
tions between China and
Pakistan. He said that the
CPEC has provided signifi-
cant investment in
Pakistan's energy, infra-
structure, and communica-
tion sectors, creating new
development opportunities
and employment opportu-
nities.

Murtaza Solangi said
that Pakistan was entering a
new era of CPEC, with new
projects such as ML-I get-
ting underway. He said that
these projects will prove to

be a milestone in Pakistan's
rail service and introduce
new employment and
development opportunities.
The minister also expressed
his confidence that the
upcoming visit of the top
leadership of Pakistan to
China in October will begin
a new era in relations
between the two countries.
He said that despite the
changing global political
landscape, Pakistan-China
relations are improving
with each passing time. 

Solangi felicitates
China on its 74th National
Day: Caretaker Minister
for Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi extended heartfelt
felicitations to the People's
Republic of China and its
citizens on the occasion of
their 74th National Day.
Solangi extended the felici-
tation during a special cere-
mony hosted by the
Embassy of China in
Pakistan to commemorate
its 74th National Day.

On the occasion,
Minister Murtaza Solangi
highlighted the enduring
bond of friendship between
Pakistan and China,
acknowledging China's
unwavering support to his
country during its challeng-
ing times. He lauded China
for its remarkable journey
of development, which,
over the course of 74 years,
had steered its people out of
darkness and led them to an

era of progress and prosper-
ity.

The minister said China
had achieved substantial
progress in areas of econo-
my, science, technology,
social development, nation-
al unity, and border
defence. He emphasized
that China's emergence as a
global economic power was
a testament to the dedica-
tion and efforts of its peo-
ple. Solangi commended
China's presentation of its
development and prosperi-
ty plan at the world stage,
which had garnered respect
and admiration across the
globe.

He said China's develop-
ment and prosperity plan
underscored the nation's
steadfast commitment to
the principles of "shared
prosperity and shared
development." The level of
development, China
achieved during the last 74
years, had the potential to
benefit not only Pakistan
but also neighbouring
countries in the region, he
added.

He said the cherished
journey of friendship
between Pakistan and
China would continue to
thrive and strengthen in the
same spirit. The minister
also joined in Chinese
Ambassador to Pakistan
Jiang Zaidong and other
distinguished guests in the
cake-cutting ceremony of
China's National Day.

Pak-China relations to
be stronger, more stable

MADINAH MUNAWRAH (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar visited Masjid-e-Nabvi (the
Prophet's Mosque) in Madinah and paid
his respects at Roza-e-Rasool (SAW).

The prime minister offered nawafil at
the Roza the Wednesday evening.
Afterwards, the caretaker Prime Minister
visited the International Fair and Museum
of the Prophet (SAW)'s Biography and
Islamic Civilization, located adjacent to
Masjad-e-Nabvi. Dr Nasir Misfir Al-
Zahrani, Secretary of the Board of
Directors of the Prophet (SAW)'s
Museum, warmly welcomed the prime
minister.

The prime minister was given a com-
prehensive briefing about the historical
museum, which showcases the life and
teachings of Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
as well as the Islamic civilization. PM
Kakar expressed his deep appreciation for
the museum and applauded the efforts
made to preserve and present the rich
Islamic heritage.

As a token of appreciation, Dr Nasir
Misfir Al-Zahrani presented the prime
minister with a shield and books, symbol-
izing the cherished connection between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia in promoting
Islamic heritage and fostering mutual
understanding. The museum chronicles
the Prophet's (SAW) journey and high-
lights significant events and teachings
through multimedia. It also showcases
Islamic civilization's achievements in var-
ious fields. The museum promotes inter-
faith dialogue and understanding, foster-
ing respect for diverse beliefs and cultures.

PM urges nation to follow Holy
Prophet (PBUH)’s teachings of compas-

sion, unity: Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar urged the nation to
obey the Holy Prophet (PBUH)'s teach-
ings of brotherhood and compassion
besides following his message of unity to
become an example of tolerance and coex-
istence.

The prime minister, in his message to
the nation on Eid Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH)
1445 Hijri, extended his greetings to the
whole of the Pakistani nation as well as the
Muslim world. He said the Muslims were
fortunate to be the followers of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) who was the
embodiment of all traits being imitable for
every human being.

He said the Holy Prophet (PBUH)'s life
was a shining example of compassion, tol-
erance and love with his character teach-
ing kindness, justice and mercy to become
a ray of hope in today's divided world. The
prime minister called for turning to the
Holy Prophet (PBUH)'s teachings, particu-
larly at a time when Pakistan was faced
with different challenges.

Kakar also called for compassion for
the poor and needy as emphasised by the
Holy Prophet (PBUH). "Let us come
together to help those who are struggling,
become a supporting hand for those in
need, and build a better and more equal
society for all," he remarked.

The prime minister said the Eid Milad-
un-Nabi (PBUH) was also a moment to
renew the pledge to inculcate the Holy
Prophet (PBUH)'s values in personal lives.
He prayed to Allah Almighty to make
Pakistan a cradle for peace, progress and
brotherhood and enable his countrymen to
follow the Holy Prophet (PBUH)'s teach-
ings both collectively and individually.

PM offers nawafil
at Roza-e-Rasool

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker
Finance Minister Dr
Shamshad Akhtar has
revealed that the govern-
ment will begin talks with
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) on the quarter-
ly review at the end of
October to get the next
tranche.

In a briefing to the
Senate Standing
Committee on Finance and
Revenue on Thursday, she
said that she took charge on
August 17 and the macro-
economic indicators at that
time were “very bad”. The
inflation had reached 38%
but the “good news” was
that it was declining, she
added.

The interim finance czar
said that in 2023 inflation
reached a record level and
the GDP declined to 0.3%.
But the minister also
believes that the inflation
had stopped increasing but
was not declining due to
high demand. “In 2023, the
production of major indus-
tries decreased by 10%,”

Dr Akhtar said. She added
that in 2022 the agricultural
product also declined by
2.5%.

“The country’s economy
was affected by the floods
and Ukraine war,” Dr
Akhtar said, adding that in
2023, 4 million people
became victims of poverty
and unemployment in the
country has reached 10%.
“Pakistan is under pressure
due to debt repayment,” the
federal minister further
said. The caretaker govern-
ment, she said, was work-
ing to restore the economy
through institutional stabil-
ity and her ministry was
working on an economic
recovery programme by
taking short and medium-
term measures.

“We are trying to make
better economic decisions
to help the future govern-
ment,” she said. According
to her, the provinces have
been instructed to reduce
their expenses. The minis-
ter assured the senators that
the interim government is
determined to implement

the IMF programme. She
also said that the State
Bank of Pakistan’s (SBP)
foreign exchange reserves
can cover 1.5 months of
imports while the country
requires $20 billion this
year.

“The country's economy
is recovering, confidence is
increasing,” believes the
finance minister. She added
that Pakistan was expecting
more support from friendly
countries. “We have
requested Saudi Arabia and
China for financing.” The
finance minister added that
the government is also
requesting Riyadh to pro-
vide oil on a loan.

Last month, Finance
Minister Shamshad Akhtar
had an introductory virtual
engagement with the staff
mission of the global lender
and was reported to have
promised steadfast imple-
mentation of the policy
actions committed under
the SBA during the tenure
of the caretaker govern-
ment to ensure economic
stability.

Caretaker govt
to begin talks

with IMF

PTI leader
Farrukh

Habib held
ISLAMABAD (PPI): Aut-
horities on Friday achieved
yet another success in their
ongoing crackdown on the
PTI leaders and workers
following the incidents of
violence of May 9 as now
they have succeeded in
picking up a party stalwart
and former federal minister
Farrukh Habib, his brother
and four others, who had
gone into hiding, from
Gwadar.

According to reports, all
six of them have been shift-
ed to an undisclosed loca-
tion. Confirming the news,
the party’s spokesman has
said that one man dressed
in a police uniform and
seven to eight men in plain-
clothes came to the place
where Farrukh was staying
along with five others and
whisked them away with-
out arrest warrants.

The spokesman has
expressed the hope that all
those taken into custody
would be produced in a
court of law as per law. It
was only yesterday that
permanent arrest warrants
had been issued for another
PTI leader Azam Swati in
the case of making contro-
versial tweets.

LHC petition seeks
recovery of PTI leader
Farrukh Habib: A petition
has been filed in Lahore
High Court (LHC) on
Thursday seeking recovery
of former PTI minister
Farrukh Habib. Abuzar
Salman Niazi Advocate has
filed petition in the high
court on behalf of Farrukh
Habib’s brother.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Farrukh Habib
was picked up by Punjab
police personnel from a
house in Gwadar yesterday,
according to the petition.
He was taken into custody
from the house along with
his brother and four other
companions, petitioner
said. Petitioner requested to
the court for recovery of
Habib and others taken into
custody along with him.
PTI earlier in a statement
claimed that Farrukh Habib
was taken into custody
from Gwadar.

Nawaz to
appear in court

on Oct 22
LAHORE (INP): President
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Punjab,
Rana Sanaullah has said that
the party supermo Nawaz
Sharif will appear in the court
on October 22, the very next
day of his arrival and after
the rally on Minar Pakistan.

In a statement issued on
Thursday, he said that Nawaz
Sharif will reach Lahore on
October 21, first he will
address a rally at Minar
Pakistan and start the elec-
tion campaign of PML-N
and then he will appear in
court the next day. Rana
Sanaullah observed that
Nawaz Sharif will announce
the final strategy of PML-N
on October 21 at Minar
Pakistan.

Caretaker Prime Minister
regarding any legal action on
the return of Nawaz Sharif
had said that a legal opinion
will be taken regarding the
return of Nawaz Sharif,
many legal aspects related to
his return have to be looked
at and whatever, we will do
will be in according to the
law of Pakistan.

Shehbaz
returns to
Lahore
F.P. Report

LAHORE: Former Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
returned to Pakistan from
London. Shehbaz Sharif
visited London twice in
recent days and met Nawaz
Sharif. During the meeting
the two brothers discussed
the political situation of
Pakistan and Nawaz
Sharif's return to the coun-
try.

Speaking to media per-
sons in London, Shehbaz
Sharif said ex-PM Nawaz
Sharif would return home
on Oct 21 and it had been
decided. He said the people
of Pakistan would extend a
historic welcome to their
leader. The former premier
has asked the party leaders
to remain in the country
until the arrival of their
leader Oct 21.

Eid-e-Milad to
be celebrated

today
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Eid Milad-
un-Nabi (SAWW) will be
celebrated with great reli-
gious zeal and fervor across
the country today (Friday).
The day will dawn with thir-
ty-one guns salute at the fed-
eral capital and twenty-one
guns salute at all the provin-
cial capitals.

Special prayers for the
unity of Muslim Ummah and
progress and prosperity of
the country will be offered in
the mosques after Fajr
prayers. Special conferences,
events and Mehfil-e-Milad
are being arranged to pay
respect to the last messenger
whose life and teachings are
beacon of light for the whole
mankind.

A two-day National
Seerat-un-Nabi (Peace Be
Upon) is commencing in the
federal capital in connection
with Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(SAWW). Prominent Ulema,
Mashaikh and scholars will
participate in the Conference
and threw light on various
aspects of the life and teach-
ings of the Holy Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad
(SAWW). Buildings, streets,
roads, mosques and houses
are being decorated with
colourful lights in connection
with the auspicious occasion. 

The Muslims all over the
world, and in Pakistan, are
marking the birth of Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon
him) on Friday (today).
Preparations for the celebra-
tion of Eid-e-Milad began
with the sighting of Rabiul
Awwal moon. Enthusiasm of
the faithful has peaked across
Pakistan; buildings and
mosques have been illumi-
nated not only in big cities
but in villages also. Streets
have been decorated and illu-
minated to mark the day. 

There will be a national
holiday on the occasion.
Processions will also be
taken out in which models of
holy Kaaba and the Gumbad-
e-Khizra (green dome) will
be carried. Children prepare
models in streets according
to their passion. 

Special prayers, gather-
ings, and recitation of the
Quran will also be
arranged all over the coun-
try. Food will also be
shared with the poor. The
Muslims in India, Bangl-
adesh and other countries
in the region will also cel-
ebrate Eid-e-Milad.
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F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: As the situation of
journalists in Pakistan worsens in the
run-up to the general elections, 16
media organisations launched a cru-
cial appeal to the key mainstream
and regional political parties
involved in the election campaign to
commit to concrete measures in
favour of press freedom.

As Pakistan is about to hold gener-
al elections and political parties draft
new election manifestos to offer vot-
ers a package they would like support
for as they go to the polls, the coun-
try’s leading press clubs, national and
provincial unions of journalists,
Paris-based global media watchdog
organization Reporters Without
Borders (RSF) and RSF’s Pakistan
partner Freedom Network call on
mainstream and provincial heads of
contesting parties to pen their com-
mitment to defending freedom of
expression and protection of journal-
ists in their party manifestos.

“Impunity for crimes against jour-
nalists and media is very high in
Pakistan, which was among the five
countries included in a pilot project
of the UN Plan of Action on the
Safety of Journalists and the Issue of
Impunity. RSF’s Pakistan partner
Freedom Network’s Annual Impunity
2022 Report stated that there were
“no Convictions in 96% of journalist
killings” in the past 10 years,” the
joint letter said, according to a press
release RSF Pakistan representative
issued here Tuesday.

It said: “Such a high percentage of
impunity for crimes against media
practitioners and assistants is alarming

and puts journalists in extreme danger
for practising journalism, thus, deny-
ing citizens of Pakistan their right to
know and access information – the
two fundamental rights enshrined in
the  1973 Constitution of Pakistan,
guaranteed by Articles 19 and 19A.”

Karachi Press Club, Lahore Press
Club, Quetta Press Club, National
Press Club, Islamabad, Peshawar
Press Club, Pakistan Federal Union
of Journalists, Karachi Union of
Journalists, Punjab Union of
Journalists, Balochistan Union of
Journalists, Khyber Union of
Journalists,

Rawalpindi-Islamabad Union of
Journalists, Digital Media Alliance of
Pakistan (DigiMAP), Pakistan
Journalists Safety Coalition (PJSC)-
Federal chapter, Association of
Electronic Media Editors and News
Directors (AEMEND), Freedom
Network, Reporters Without Borders
and TV journalist Hamid Mir co-
authored this joint letter.

“In the run-up to elections, the ball
is now in the court of the political
parties as regards defending press
freedom, as well as journalistic inde-
pendence and pluralism, as funda-
mental guarantees of a functioning
democracy. Pakistan’s press clubs
along with journalists unions, press
freedom organisations and editors
body for electronic media, call on the
leaders of the main political parties to
make a concrete commitment to our
proposals, starting with the search for
legislative guarentees for the protec-
tion of journalists and the fight
against impunity for crimes of vio-
lence against them.”

The statement recalled that tradi-

tionally, political parties were strong
supporters of freedom of expression
and press freedom in Pakistan.
“Journalistic institutions such as
press clubs and unions of journalists
remained steadfast in upholding the
constitutional rights to freedom of
expression, of which journalism is an
important tool used to exercise the
right,” the statement said.

“We ask these federal and regional
political parties to take our call into
consideration and state unambiguous-
ly that they will support press free-
dom, the right to reliable information
and the defence of journalists, that
they will  end impunity for crimes
against media through Pakistan’s
legal framework and that they will
bring to justice the perpetrators of
crimes against journalists,” the press
freedom organizations, key press
clubs, unions of journalists, editors of
electronic media and journalist
Hamid Mir emphasized.

The following political parties
were delivered this joint letter to seek
their commitment to defending press
freedom if they are elected to nation-
al and provincial parliament in the
forthcoming general elections:

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP),
Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz
group), Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (Fazlur
Rehman group), Jamaat-e-Islami,
Awami National Party, Muttehida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan,
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PkMAP), Baluchistan Awami Party,
Baluchistan National Party (Mengal
group), Qaumi Watan Party, Pakistan
Muslim League (PML-Q), Hazara
Democratic Party and National Party.

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
has become even livelier
than usual, preparing to
celebrate the birth
anniversary of Holy
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) on Rabiul Awwal
12, being observed on
Friday (tomorrow) with
great traditional religious
enthusiasm and devotion.

All mosques, shrines,
historic sites, public and
private buildings, mar-
kets, commercial areas,
main city roads and
streets have been illumi-
nated with colourful
lights and buntings.
Special decor has been
placed on model roads,
including The Mall,
Multan Road, Ferozpur
Road, Jail Road and
Gulberg Main Boulevard.

Strings of fairy lights,
festoon buildings and
houses of the provincial
metropolis and some even
adorned with flags spe-
cially prepared in rele-
vance to the occasion.
Echoes of Na’ats, Hamd
resound in streets as
mosques across the city
present a spectacle, deco-
rated with jubilant lights.

Capturing the true spir-
it of the auspicious occa-
sion, citizens are seen
offering food to the
needy, more often than
the usual, while neigh-
bours and relatives send
each other sweet dishes in
the spirit of celebration.

Meanwhile, ahead of
the day, religious scholars
including ulema and other
speakers are paying glori-
ous tribute to the last
Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) for his great
and remarkable services
for showing a straight
path and giving a right
direction to the humanity
through flourishing and

conveying the message of
Allah Almighty particu-
larly for the Muslim
Ummah besides uphold-
ing the teachings of Islam.

The city streets and
roads including bazaars
and shopping centres have
been beautifully decorat-
ed with lights and colorful
banners, depicting the
writings about celebration
of the birthday of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH).

The 13 gates of Walled
City have also been deco-
rated and some makeshift
gates have been erected at
all major roads and streets
in all areas of the city in
connection with Eid
Milad-un-Nabi celebra-
tions.

For a night view, pri-
vate and public buildings
are being beautifully illu-
minated with colored
lights to express jubila-
tion over the most sacred
day in the Islamic history,
the world over.

A large number of
Lahorites and other near-
by area residents throng to
view the illuminated view
of Railway Station build-
ing and shrine of Data
Darbar, decorated with
colourful lights on the eve
of Eid Milad-un-Nabi cel-
ebrations. Various Eid
Milad-un-Nabi proces-
sions and rallies will be
taken out in provincial
metropolis and other cities
of the province, which
would be the hallmark of
the sacred day.

Likewise, ulema and
scholars in their sermons
at the Milad processions
would pay tribute to
Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH). Milk ‘sabeels’
will be set up by various
Islamic bodies and organ-
isation along the entire
routes of the Milad pro-
cessions in the city and

the adjoining areas.
Cooked food will be

distributed among people
including the poor,
orphans and downtrodden
to mark the jubilation
over the sacred day of Eid
Milad-un-Nabi. The Eid
Milad-un-Nabi proces-
sions will be taken out
and `Mahaafil-e-Milad’
will be hosted in all areas
of the city to celebrate the
sanctified day and an icon
of exceptional religious
significance in over 1400
years old Islamic history.

Major ceremonies, to
be followed by the Eid
Milad-un-Nabi proces-
sions, to celebrate the
sacred day, will be held at
the provincial capital as
well as in Gujranwala,
Faisalabad, Multan,
Bahawalpur, Gujrat,
Sargodha, D.G. Khan,
Sahiwal, Sialkot includ-
ing villages, towns, tehsil
headquarters, and districts
of the province. However,
even as citizens find
themselves jubilant in cel-
ebration, the prices of cel-
ebratory food items have
risen significantly.

It is estimated that
makeshift stalls, especially
set up ahead of Eid Milad-
un-Nabi, have raised the
prices of flags, badges,
lights, buntings and minia-
ture models of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) san-
dals, among other items,
by 30 to 50 per cent from
those of the last year.

It is worth mentioning
here that the main Milad
procession will be taken
out from the Lahore
Railway Station and it
will pass through its tradi-
tional route before culmi-
nating at Data Darbar.
Prominent religious
scholars and ulema will
highlight various aspects
of Seerat-un-Nabi.

Journalists call on political 
parties to stand for press freedom

Another 139
dengue cases

reported
LAHORE (APP): Dengue
fever cases are increasing
relentlessly as 139 cases
were reported in various
districts of Punjab over the
past 24 hours. As of
Thursday, a total of 4,053
confirmed dengue cases
were registered across 36
districts in Punjab this year.

The provincial capital
takes lead with a distress-
ing 1,641 cases, followed
closely by Rawalpindi with
1,035, Multan with 503,
Faisalabad with 190, and
Gujranwala with 163 cases.
As many as 54 cases were
reported from Lahore, 45 in
Rawalpindi, 12 in Multan,
3 in Faisalabad, 6 in
Gujranwala, and 3 cases
were reported in
Sheikhupura during the
past 24 hours.

Furthermore, Kasur,
Gujrat, Narowal, Sahiwal,
and Vehari each reported 2
new dengue cases during
the same period.
Muzaffargarh, Chakwal,
Toba Tek Singh, Mandi
Bahauddin, Rajanpur, and
Bhakkar each reported 1
new case. As of now, 149
dengue patients are under
treatment in various hospi-
tals across Punjab, with 55
of them located in hospitals
within the Lahore district.

Secretary Health Punjab,
Ali Jaan Khan, appealed to
the citizens to maintain
clean and dry surroundings
as a preventive measure
against dengue fever. He
also called upon them to
cooperate with health
department teams in their
relentless efforts to combat
this outbreak. For dengue
treatment, information, or
complaints, concerned citi-
zens can reach out to the
health department’s free
helpline at 1033. Vigilance
and proactive measures
remain paramount in con-
taining the alarming spread
of dengue in Punjab.

LAHORE: People participating in religion procession in connection with Eid Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH)
celebrations. ––APP Photo

LAHORE (NNI): Punjab
Chief Minister Syed Mohsin
Naqvi urged the people to
stop being pessimistic about
Pakistan and work for its
development.

Chief Minister Naqvi
addressed the Rahmat Ul Lil
Alameen (SAW) Conference
in Lahore on Thursday.

Addressing the gathering
of religious scholars at the
conference, CM Naqvi said
that the Holy Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (SAW) was
never disappointed and true
followers of the holy
prophet could also not disap-
point at any stage.

Showing some optimistic
side of the development of the

country, CM Naqvi also
announced that rice exports
from Punjab would reach two
billion dollars this year, dou-
bling the amount from last year.

CM Naqvi stressed the
importance of protecting the
rights of minorities and said
that after the Jardanwala
incident, Christians were
allowed to worship in
mosques in the morning.

He said that the Prophet
Muhammad laid the founda-
tion of the Riyasat-e-
Tayyaba (Holy State) and if
people believed even one
word of his teachings, their
lives would change.

Later, CM Naqvi visited
the Alhambra Arts Council

at Mall Road and saw a cal-
ligraphy exhibition at the Al-
Hamra Art Gallery in con-
nection with the celebrations
of 12 Rabi-ul-Awwal.

He expressed deep inter-
est in the art of calligraphy
of the name of Hazrat
Muhammad (SAW) and
appreciated the artists for
their high-quality work.

Secretary Information Ali
Nawaz Malik presented a
souvenir of beautiful calligra-
phy to CM Naqvi. Provincial
Ministers Azfar Ali Nasir,
Amir Mir, Mansoor Qadir,
and Secretaries of Awqaf,
Information and other offi-
cials were also present on this
occasion.

CM Naqvi urges
people to stop being

pessimistic

Nawaz will
become PM
for fourth

time: Zubair
KARACHI (NNI): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) senior leader
Mohammad Zubair said on
Thursday that the party
workers want to see Nawaz
Sharif as the country’s pre-
mier for the fourth time.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Karachi, Mr
Zubair made it clear that the
PML-N supremo’s return to
the country was on October
21. He said, “The journey
of development in the coun-
try that ended in 2017 will
be restarted again”. “Nawaz
Sharif, who was voted to
power as the country’s pre-
mier three times, was oust-
ed,” Mr Zubair rued.

He took a jibe at the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
saying, “The PPP-led govern-
ment had a flop show in
Sindh. We will contest against
the PPP with great verve.”

Taking a swipe at the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief, he said, “It was
harmful for the country to
see the PTI chief intact as
the prime minister.”

Former finance minister
Ishaq Dar underscored on
Monday the clarity of the
party's mission to elevate
Pakistan's ranking to the 24th
largest economy globally.

During a media interac-
tion in London following a
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz's (PML-N) gather-
ing, Mr Dar confirmed the
completion of consulta-
tions regarding PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif's
return to the country.

Mr Dar asserted: "Nawaz
Sharif's leadership, aligned
with the party's transparent
manifesto, will steer the
country towards progress".
Taking a jibe at the oppo-
nents, Mr Dar said, "The
international and certain
internal entities sought to
replicate country's econom-
ic trajectory with that of Sri
Lanka, but their concerted
efforts were thwarted".

ECP unfreezes
voter lists

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has immedi-
ately lifted restrictions on
voter lists nationwide,
allowing eligible individuals
to register, transfer, or recti-
fy their votes till Oct 25.

According to the ECP
spokesperson’s statement,
the electoral rolls were sus-
pended on July 20, this year
by invoking clause 39 of
the Election Act 2017.

Following the unfreez-
ing of electoral lists, eligi-
ble individuals now have
the opportunity to update
their voter information.

He urged all eligible citi-
zens to ensure the correctness
of their voter registration,
modifications, and transfers,
and align their particulars
with their computerized
national identity card details
by October 25, 2023.

City lights up on the eve
of Eid Milad-un-Nabi

LDA
demolishes 14

properties
LAHORE (APP): In a
recent series of operations,
Lahore Development
Authority on Thursday
demolished another 14 ille-
gal properties, targeting
various areas, including
Thokar Niaz Baig, Canal
Road and their surround-
ings.

Two illegal construc-
tions on Thokar Niaz Baig,
Canal Road were demol-
ished by the teams, rein-
forcing their commitment
to combating unauthorized
structures.

Additionally, the crack-
down on commercializa-
tion fee defaulters resulted
in the sealing of more than
12 properties. These prop-
erties encompassed private
banks, grocery stores,
shopping centers, food out-
lets, and various other retail
establishments. The sealing
was prompted by violations
related to parking spaces.

The entire operation was
carried out under the vigi-
lant supervision of Director
Town Planning-II Sidra
Tabassum, ensuring that it
proceeded efficiently and
in line with the city’s urban
planning policies.

It’s worth noting that
prior to these actions, mul-
tiple notices had been
issued to the these proper-
ties, giving them an oppor-
tunity to rectify their
infractions.



F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Information & Public
Relations, Barrister Feroze
Jamal Shah Kakakhel has
said that a small disruptive
segment, constituting
approximately two percent
of our society, has been
engaged in various illicit
activities, thereby negative-
ly impacting our nation’s
economic and social well-
being. These elements have
been linked to widespread
currency smuggling, hoard-
ing, extortion, and other
serious crimes, ultimately
jeopardizing peace and
public order.

In response to these
challenges, the State is
committed to a rigorous
crackdown on these disrup-
tive elements. Stricter
actions are imminent to
safeguard life and property
of the citizens. The Apex
Committee convened in
Peshawar for six long hours
yesterday reviewed the
ongoing measures within
the province. 

The Chief of Army Staff,
DG ISI and Federal Interior

Minister also graced the
meeting keeping in view
the importance of the sub-
ject.

He said this during a
press conference held at the
‘ITLA’A Cell’ Civil
Secretariat following the
caretaker cabinet meeting
here on Thursday.

Barrister Feroze Jamal
Shah Kakakhel emphasized
the government’s dedica-
tion to enhancing law and
order. Plans include bol-
stering police capacity,
tightening regulations on
illegal firearms, establish-
ing a forensic science labo-
ratory, and tackling the
issue of illegal SIM cards
and drug control in the
province he said.

The Provincial Minister
highlighted that the govern-
ment has already taken
proactive measures, leading
to the apprehension of indi-
viduals involved in unlaw-
ful activities, with more
arrests in progress. These
efforts have notably
improved the overall situa-
tion in the province, under-
scoring the caretaker gov-
ernment’s commitment to
fostering progress during

this transitional period.
In addition to this,

Barrister Feroze Jamal
Shah Kakakhel spoke about
the Medical Test Scam. He
acknowledged the grave
injustice inflicted upon
bright students and
announced the decision of
the caretaker provincial
cabinet to re-conduct the
test through KMU, within
six weeks. The caretaker
government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa pledges to
uphold the principles of
merit, ensuring that intelli-
gent students are not denied
opportunities he said.

He said that the
Caretaker Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Muhammad Azam Khan,
has ordered the formation
of a committee tasked with
recommending measures
for the competitive testing
process in the province.
Those involved in the med-
ical test scam have been
apprehended, and the care-
taker government remains
committed to holding both
them and the parents who
mislead their children
accountable for their
actions he said.
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PESHAWAR (APP): Prep-
arations for International
Livestock, Agriculture and
Fisheries Exhibition
scheduled during the first
week of October 2023
have been completed, said
a press release issued here
on Thursday.

Last presentation regard-
ing preparations regarding
the expo was given to the
Secretary Livestock, Dr
Mohammad Israr. The two-
day expo scheduled for
October 4-5 at Paramount
Club on Northern Bypass
will be inaugurated by the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Gov-

ernor, Haji Ghulam Ali.
The aim of the expo is to

make farmers aware of
modern farming and shift
them towards profitable
farming by improving pro-
duction.

Beside, Vice Chancellors
of all Agricultural
Universities, provincial
ministers and secretaries to
the provincial government,
thousands of the dairy agri-
fishery farmers will also
attend the inaugural session
of the exhibition.

The crucial meeting for
finalizing preparations for
the expo was attended by

the president, Livestock
Farmers Welfare
Association, Mohammad
Asif Awan, Qazi Zia-ur-
Rehman, Ruqia Nadeem,
Chief Executive Inbox
Pakistan, Waqas Ali Jatt,
Director General (DG)
Livestock, Dr Alamzeb
Khan, DG Fisheries, Dr
Khisro Kaleem, DG
Livestock (Research), Dr
Ijaz Ali, Deputy Secretary
Livestock, Yousaf Ali,
Muddasir Mushtaq and
other senior officials of the
livestock, agriculture and
fisheries sectors.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Secretary Livestock,
Dr Israr assured that the
provincial government is
providing all possible coop-
eration for the success of
the expo.

He said that about 60
national and international
firms and companies are
participating in the expo and
will highlight their modern
technologies. Similarly, he
said that 10,000 farmers will
also participate.

He said that during the
technical session, modern
machinery and technology
will be introduced to the
participants.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Private Schools Regulatory
Authority (PSRA) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has directed
the management of all pri-
vate schools in the province
to introduce Pashto and
other regional languages as
compulsory subject.

In an official commu-
niqué dispatched to the
principals of all private
schools in the province in
the province have been
asked to apprise the author-

ity as to whether Pashto/
regional languages are
being taught in their schools
or and implementation of
the action plan for introduc-
tion of Pashto/ regional lan-
guages as compulsory sub-
ject in all private schools in
true letter and spirit.

Through the dispatch,
the authority has also
directed the management of
all private schools to sub-
mit the action plan and syl-
labus with them.

The directives to all pri-
vate schools in the province
have been issued in light of
the judgment of Peshawar
High Court (PHC)
Peshawar for implementa-
tion of the cabinet wherein
action plan for introduction
of Pashto/regional lan-
guages as compulsory sub-
ject was approved in all
schools, operating in the
public and private sector in
the province of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Right to
Public Services Commission
(RTPSC/RTS) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa ordered Dep-
uty Commissioner Peshawar
to addressed woman’s com-
plainant land dispute within
one month, on Thursday.

The Chief Comm-
issioner RTS Muhammad
Salim Khan along with two
commissioners heard three
complainants including
Naeem Akhtar plea seeking
possession of two Kanal
land from her mother
inheritance.

The complainant plead-

ed that her nephew playing
different tactics to grab two
Kannal land after death of
her mother in 2009.

Another, complainant
Dr. Shahid Iqbal resident of
Hayatabad approached
RTS against Peshawar
Development Authority
(PDA) for failure in main-
tenance of sanitation in the
premises.

PDA’s Director Water
and Sanitation Ashraf Khan
appeared before RTS in the
complaint. PDA has been
obliged for provision of
sanitation services in the
premises two days a week
on Monday and Thursday,

RTS orders stated.
RTS ordered PDA to dis-

play sign boards, cleaning
of herbs& shrubs and to
caught stray dogs in the
jurisdiction.

However, RTS had with-
drew Banaras Khan resi-
dent of Abbottabad regard-
ing provision land’s Fard
due to his consecutive
absentia on two hearings.

In this regard, a state-
ment issued by RTS further
stated that the provision of
public services in stipulated
timeframe is fundamental
right of every citizen and
the commission will stand
its protection with public.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In a consul-
tation workshop titled
“Water Resource Account-
ability in Pakistan,”
Engineer Ahmed Jan Khan,
the Caretaker Minister for
Irrigation and Commun-
ications & Works in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, underscored
the critical importance of
water resources and their
responsible management. 

He invoked Islamic prin-
ciples and stressed the need
for sustainable practices in
the face of climate change.
The workshop, held in col-
laboration with UK Aid and
the International Water
Management Institute,
brought together experts to
discuss the challenges
faced by Pakistan’s water
governance and the urgent
necessity of safeguarding
this precious resource for
future generations.

During his address,
Minister Ahmed Jan Khan
highlighted the indispensa-
ble role of water in sustain-
ing life, remarking that “the
survival of life is not possi-
ble without water.” 

He emphasized that
water is a divine gift and a
responsibility bestowed
upon humanity by Allah,
and it is our duty to use this
precious resource judi-
ciously.

Drawing from Islamic
teachings, the minister
emphasized that Islam
advocates the responsible
and efficient use of water
while discourages wasteful
practices. He called upon
all citizens to heed these
teachings and contribute to
the conservation of water
resources.

Considering the escalat-
ing challenges posed by cli-
mate change and environ-
mental degradation,

Minister Ahmed Jan Khan
emphasized the urgent need
for robust water manage-
ment practices and sustain-
able measures to protect
water resources for future
generations. He acknowl-
edged that climate change
threatens water availability
and quality, making proac-
tive conservation measures
imperative.

The workshop delved
into discussions on water
governance and the unique
challenges faced by
Pakistan in this regard.
Special attention was given
to addressing the existing
threats to water resources
arising from the effects of
climate change. Experts
stressed the importance of
enhancing the water
resource management sys-
tem and implementing a
comprehensive water
accountability framework.

In his concluding

remarks, the caretaker min-
ister reiterated that water’s
significance cannot be
overstated, as it plays a piv-
otal role in sustaining life
and fostering prosperity. 

He reminded attendees
that Pakistan is blessed
with abundant water resou-
rces, vital for drinking,
agriculture, and energy pro-
duction. Minister Ahmed
Jan Khan urged responsible
management and utilization
of these resources to ensure
their availability for future
generations, even in the
face of mounting global
challenges.

The consultation work-
shop served as a platform
for constructive dialogue
among experts, officials,
and stakeholders, reinforc-
ing the commitment to
safeguarding Pakistan’s
water resources through
effective governance and
sustainable practices.

PESHAWAR (APP): In a
significant move to foster
inclusivity and equal access
to education for minority
communities, civil society
organizations, call upon
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment to extend the exist-
ing two percent admission
quota for minorities to all
degree colleges and higher
educational institutions
across the province.

In a press release issued
here Thursday, civil society
organizations highlighted
that despite the promising
step taken by the KP govern-
ment in 2021, when it
approved a two percent
admission quota for minori-
ty candidates in 27 public

sector universities, the actual
implementation of this quota
remains disappointingly
low. This failure to effective-
ly enforce the allocation
underscores the urgency of
extending this quota and its
vital role in empowering
minority communities with-
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The original intention
behind the quota was to
promote inclusivity, diver-
sity, and equitable educa-
tional opportunities for
minority groups, including
Christians, Hindus, Sikhs,
and others residing in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

“We believe that extend-
ing the two percent educa-
tion quota for minorities to

all degree colleges and
higher educational institu-
tions can be a crucial step
towards achieving true
inclusivity and equal edu-
cational opportunities in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,” sta-
ted Qamar Naseem, Progr-
am Manager at Blue Veins.

“By doing so, we not
only uphold the principles
of diversity and fairness but
also ensure that minority
communities have the
chance to contribute mean-
ingfully to society through
education and skill devel-
opment.” Shams Naveed
member of the CSO sup-
port group an active minor-
ity rights activist said “The
education quota for minori-

ties is of paramount impor-
tance as it serves as a pow-
erful tool for promoting
inclusivity, diversity, and
social equity within educa-
tional institutions. By pro-
viding a dedicated percent-
age of seats to minority
candidates, this policy not
only ensures equal access
to education but also
acknowledges and values
the contributions of minori-
ty communities”.

The initiative holds partic-
ular significance in KP
where minority communities
have long grappled with
socio-economic and educa-
tional challenges due to their
smaller populations and
unique cultural backgrounds.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Jazz,
Pakistan’s leading digital
operator inaugurated its
state-of-the-art Regional
Office, ‘the Digital House,’
on University Road in the
vibrant city of Peshawar.
Embodying the Jazz identi-
ty, this state-of-the-art
office boasts an innovative
design with spaces geared
towards providing a health-
ier work environment. 

This cutting-edge office
space has been meticulous-
ly designed to cater to the
diverse needs of its
employees, offering a range
of facilities such as well-
ness rooms, a state-of-the-
art gym, recreational areas,
sit-stands, and ergonomic
seating. The office space
encourages teamwork and
collaboration, with spaces
fully equipped to cater to
virtual team collaborations,
a critical part of the digital
workplace strategy.

At Jazz, inclusivity is not
just a buzzword but a core
value. The Digital House has
been thoughtfully designed
to ensure accessibility for

all, including individuals
with disabilities. This aligns
perfectly with Jazz’s vision
to champion and safeguard
the rights of differently-
abled individuals.

Jazz has garnered recog-
nition as an employer of
choice by championing a
work culture that empha-
sizes work-life balance and

flexibility, especially for
working mothers. 

Central to this ethos is
the notion that employee
wellness is the cornerstone
of achieving organizational
success. 

In addition to a robust
array of competitive pro-
grams, Jazz introduces the
Jazz Fit initiative, a holistic

employee wellness pro-
gram rooted in the SEMP
model: Social, Emotional,
Mental, and Physical well-
being. 

The Jazz Digital House
is not just a workplace; it’s
a testament to Jazz’s unwa-
vering commitment to
innovation, inclusivity, and
employee well-being.

PESHAWAR: A group photo after TB screening camp held at Peshawar Jail
organized by NCHD, Health Department and Dopasi Foundation Foundation.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Minister for Information Barrister Feroz Jamal
Kakakhel addressing a press conference.

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber Pakthunkhwa Muhammad Azam Khan chairing a special meeting of provincial cabinet.

Crackdown to be
held over criminals

Trader 
kidnapped

PESHAWAR (INP): A trad-
er was kidnapped from
Peshawar’s Saddar area on
Thursday. According to
CCTV footage of the inci-
dent, the kidnappers came
to a shop in a white car and
took the trader named
Ikram with them.

On the other hand, police
have said they are investi-
gating the incident on tech-
nical grounds and have
obtained CCTV footages
from the cameras installed
along different routes in
order to get to the culprits.

Over a week ago, police
in Peshawar in an operation
had safely recovered two
transporters abducted for
Rs100 million ransom and
also arrested one of the kid-
nappers.

Some men had kid-
napped a transporter along
with his friends from near
Sarband Police Station in
the Achini Double Road
area on September 6.

Later they shifted them
to an undisclosed location
and demanded Rs100 mil-
lion from their families in
ransom. The incident was
reported to Sarband Police
Station on September 17,
2023, by a man named
Amanullah.

Minister for
Interior visits

FF Steel
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Federal Minister for Interior,
Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti paid
a visit to FF Steel’s head
office with an aim to revital-
ize and fortify the economic
prospects of the steel sector,
said a press release issued
here on Thursday.

During his visit,
Sarfaraz placed particular
emphasis on comprehend-
ing the economic landscape
and its repercussions on the
steel industry.

The notion of the discus-
sion highlighted the key
indicators to help the econ-
omy with political instabil-
ity, massive currency
depreciation and shortage
of raw materials.

Subsequent discussions
between Sarfaraz Ahmad
Bugti and former Senator
Nauman Wazir, Chairman
FF Steel concluded in an
agreement that industries
are the enablers of long-
term economic growth and
FF Steel eagerly anticipates
collaborating to bolster
Pakistan’s economic stabil-
ity. Their commitment refl-
ects a positive step towards
a stronger and safer eco-
nomic future for the nation.

Qaiser
appointed
as AAG

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Syed Qaiser
Ali Shah Advocate has
been appointed as Addit-
ional Advocate General
(AAG) at Advocate
General Office Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

In this regard, Depart-
ment of Law, Parliament-
ary Affairs and Human Ri-
ghts stated that Syed Qaiser
Ali Shah appointed as Add-
itional Advocate General
Peshawar with immediate
effect as per Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Appointment
of Law Officers Act.

D&SJ Hidayat
appointed as

Asst Registrar
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: District and
Session Judge (D&SJ)
Khyber Hidayatullah Khan
has been posted as Addit-
ional Registrar (Admin) at
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) with immediate
effect, on Thursday.

In this regard PHC has
issued notification stated
that Chief Justice and Jud-
ges of this court is pleased
to order the posting/transfer
of Judicial Officer D&SJ
Hidayatullah Khan with
immediate effect.

RTS orders to address
woman complaint

Pashto to be introduced
as compulsory subject

Minister underscore critical
importance of water resources

Civil society demands to increase
admission quota for minorities

Jazz inaugurates state-of-the-art
‘Digital House’ in Peshawar

Preparations for Livestock,
Agri-Fisheries Expo finalized
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Army martyr
laid to rest
F.P. Report

KARAK: Another son
of Karak sacrificed to
the motherland, Lais
Naik Mafker Nazar was
buried in his ancestral
graveyard Zarki
Nusrati, Pakistan Ar-
my's troops saluted to
the martyr. The
deceased received his
primary education in his
native village of Takht
Nusrati and joined the
Pakistan Army on
November 10, 2006.
After completing his
training, he became a
part of the 34th Punjab
Regiment, a distin-
guished unit of the
Pakistan Army. Martyr
Lais Naik Mafkar Nazar
who died protecting
mother earth in Sathan
on 26th September
2023. The funeral
prayer of martyr Lais
Naik Mafkar Nazar was
performed in Zarki
Nusrati ancestral ceme-
tery. Scholars and thou-
sands of local people
participated, on this
occasion, under the
leadership of
Commanding Officer
Lt. Col. Muhammad
Usman, the soldiers of
Pakistan Army saluted
the martyr Lais Naik
Mufkar Nazar and
handed over the flag of
Pakistan and the mar-
tyr's uniform to the fam-
ily members. At the
end, Maulana Saqlain
Durrani and Mufti
Ashfaq paid their
respects to Shaheed
Lais Naik Mafkar Nazar
and prayers were also
offered for his eleva-
tion.

ASJ hold
body meeting

F.P. Report

T I M E R G A R A :
Additional Session
Judge (ASJ) Maidan
Action Committee held
an emergency meeting
regarding transfer of
Camp Court and other
issues under the chair-
manship of Haji Saeed
Gul, President Action
Committee condemned
the cruel decision of
High Court and estab-
lished a permanent ses-
sion court in Maidan.
Demanded and passed a
unanimous resolution
that there is peace on
the field and some offi-
cers are trying to
defame it under con-
spiracy. In the meeting,
the meeting demanded
restoration of BS
departments in the
degree college and
immediate completion
of shortage of teaching
staff. Leaders of other
political parties includ-
ing Malik Amanullah
Khan People's Party,
Inayatullah Armani
PTI, Malik Asrar and
Malik Shaukat
Advocates from the
lawyers' community,
Hafizullah Khaksar
Advocate from Jamaat-
e-Islami, Atiqur
Rehman, Fazl Wadud
and other elders attend-
ed the meeting.

High School
inaugurated

F.P. Report

MIRANSHAH: Under
the direction of General
Officer Commanding
Seven Division Major
General Anjum Riaz, the
Government Boys High
School built in Shamzan
Kot Drazanda under
Corporate Social
Responsibility. Did the
renovation also included
the construction of six
classrooms and electric
wiring work. In addition,
more facilities were pro-
vided for the curriculum
and extracurricular activ-
ities of the students in the
school. Addressing the
locals on the occasion,
the Wing Commander
said that with the cooper-
ation of the Pak Army
MPCL, all the public sec-
tors of North Waziristan,
especially the health and
education sector, are con-
stantly striving for peace
and prosperity in the area.
Will cause. God willing
Local countries and lead-
ers expressed their happi-
ness over the establish-
ment of Government
Boys High School in the
area and appreciated the
role of Pak Army's
restoration in North
Waziristan as well as
working in the field of
education.
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BANNU: Commissioner
Bannu Parweiz Sabatkhel
has called for formulation of
coordinated and effective
mechanism by police, excise
and other departments to
eliminate the menace of nar-
cotics and a tribal custom
Ghag in land disputes.

Chairing a meeting
regarding National Action
Plan (NAP) at his office in
Bannu, he said that the law
enforcement agencies
should put in place strin-
gent and proactive meas-

ures against drug barons
and narcotic sellers. He
said that eliminating nar-
cotics related activities
should be kept on priority
as those involved in them
were the enemies of
humanity.

Among others, Lakki
Marwat DC Rehmat Ali,
Bannu DPO Iftekhar Shah
and additional DC
Islahuddin and North
Waziristan additional DC
Bashir Ahmad were in
attendance. The divisional
commissioner said that the
movements of Afghan

refugees were strictly being
monitored in Lakki
Marwat, Bannu and North
Waziristan districts and
their data residing would be
shared with higher quarters
concerned for further nec-
essary action.

On the occasion, a repre-
sentative of Afghan com-
missionerate submitted the
data of Afghan families
residing in the region legal-
ly. He also directed the rel-
evant authorities to provide
required funds for the com-
pletion of police depart-
ment projects.

Plan for elimination
of crimes directed

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The politi-
cal committee of the
Jamaat-i-Islami Lower Dir
on Thursday called on the
deputy commissioner
Muhammad Fawad at his
office. The committee
members including former
MPA Saeed Gul, JI district
general secretary Hafiq
Yaqubur Rehman, tehsil
chairman Saaed Ahmad
Bacha, former tehsil
chairman advocate Riaz
Muhammad, former tehsil
nazim advocate Imran ud
Din, Haji Kalimullah and
others discussed various
matters related to educa-
tion, health, power and
water supply on the occa-
sion.

The committee also
raised the issue of closure
of a pathway leading to a
girls’ higher secondary
school in Timergara and
demanded of the district
administration to resolve
the matter positively. The
JI activists also informed
the deputy commissioner
about the people's griev-
ances regarding the open-
ing of the Timergara
Medical College and
issues related to the dis-
trict headquarters hospital
Timergara. They also

pointed out that male offi-
cials had been serving in
the management of girls’
education in the district
which according to them
was a sheer violation of
local norms and traditions. 

The JI activists
demanded the deputy
commissioner to take
notice of the matter and
replace the male officials
in the girls’ education.
The deputy commissioner
while responding to the
committee suggestions
assured that the adminis-
tration would take up the
issues with the concerned
high ups.

Meanwhile a delegation
of the Lower Dir chamber
of commerce and indus-
tries led by its president
Mian Noor Alam Bacha
also met the deputy com-
missioner at his office.
The chamber’s leaders
briefed the DC about the
chamber’s activities and
problems faced by it. The
DC said that traders
played a vital role in the
economic development of
a country. He asked the
traders to play their role in
marketing of the locally
embroidered caps, shawls
and other household
items.

Chairing a meeting of

the district steering com-
mittee on education at his
office, the DC directed the
concerned officials to take
disciplinary actions
against the teaching and
non-teaching staff for
their frequent absence
from duties. The Lower
Dir district monitoring
officer Tariq Jamal,
deputy district education
officer Mehboob Ilahi,
sub-divisional educational
officers and other stake-
holders were also in atten-
dance. 

The DC asked the edu-
cation department to pro-
vide adequate staff to the
schools with heavy enroll-
ment. He also stressed on
solutions to problems of
schools regarding water
and power supply. He
directed the education
officers to arrange proper
training for the newly
inducted schools’ leaders
in the district. The govern-
ment high school Banda
Talash headmaster Gul
Rehman, principal GHSS
Samarbagh Ziaud Din and
headmistress GGMS
Gulkor Kulsoom Bibi
were awarded apprecia-
tion certificates for their
active role and utilizing
schools’ funds on con-
structive activities.

JI political committee
meets admn officer in Dir

F.P. Report

LARKANA: Eye virus
started spreading rapidly in
Larkana district Larkana
due to this epidemic the
attendance of male and
female students in educa-
tional institutions and
schools was suspended.
Including the children of
Laga areas.

Adults have also been
affected by this epidemic.
Attendance of students in
schools and other educa-
tional institutions of the
district has been almost
suspended, while the prin-
cipals of schools and col-
leges have insisted on
organizing medical camps
in educational institutions.
No initiative is being taken
due to which there is a
wave of fear among the res-
idents who have demanded
immediate medical camps
in schools and colleges.

In this regard,
Government Arts Degree
Boys College, In other
schools and colleges
including Government Arts
and Commerce College,
Government Pilot Higher
Secondary School,
Government Municipal
Higher Secondary School,
Government High School
Gajinpur, more than a thou-
sand students have been
infected with eye virus and
have to stay in their homes.
In this regard, the headmas-
ter of Gajanpur High
School, Qazi Jameel
Ahmed Junejo, said that the
virus of the eye disease is
spreading rapidly due to
which more than 250 stu-

dents have been affected by
this disease.

They have been advised
to follow the instructions of
shaking hands with each
other and applying cold
water to the eyes frequent-
ly. A program should be
made to continue the edu-
cation of male and female
students by organizing
camps.

Municipal committees
facing several crisis:
Provincial Department of
Town Planning and
Rehabilitation Minister
Mubeen Jumani has said
that all the municipal cor-
porations and town com-
mittees of Sindh , including
Larkana, are in total loss,
whose expenses are more
than the income, 300 in
each town committee and
municipal.

More than 500 employ-
ees have been recruited in
the corporation, while the
conditions of all the districts
and cities of Sindh are the
same, most of the officers of
the local government do not
know the recruited employ-
ees. Apart from this, no
development is possible
while we have all. The
salary of the employees has
been digitized by verifying
through NADRA.

Only 1100 ghost
employees have been iden-
tified from the 7 districts of
Karachi, while such ghost
employees may be in other
districts as well. Our effort
is to improve the employ-
ees of the department.
Biometric system will be
brought for the attendance
of the employees through

which the salaries of the
employees will also be
made online.

While addressing the
officers in the Durbar Hall
of Deputy Commissioner
Larkana, the caretaker
provincial minister Mubeen
Jumani further said that to
join the caretaker govern-
ment we need to eliminate
corruption and The task of
conducting fair and trans-
parent elections has been
assigned while the current
caretaker government is
neither political nor work-
ing under pressure from
anyone, so the officers
should not do anything
wrong under the pressure of
any political parties and the
people.

I promise you all that
every effort will be made
to solve your legitimate
problems. The job of
sweeper in Municipal
Corporation and Town
Committees is reserved for
non-Muslims, but unfortu-
nately, white-clad Muslims
become ghosts after being
recruited here. He said that
the caretaker government
of Sindh is not related to
any political party, none of
the 10 ministers of the cab-
inet are related to any
political party and all work
sincerely and honestly.
After the meeting, a dele-
gation of journalists head-
ed by the president of
Larkana Press Club,
Murtaza Kalhoro, met with
the supervising provincial
minister Mubeen Jumani
and gave a briefing to
solve the problems faced
by the journalists.

Viral eye disease 
spreading in Larkana

Fareeha Riaz

I
am writing to express
my deep concern
about the severe and

far-reaching conse-
quences of the high infla-
tion rates that our coun-
try is currently experienc-
ing. While inflation is pri-
marily viewed as an eco-
nomic issue, it is essential
to recognize the profound
impact it can have on the
mental health of individu-
als and communities.

Tragically, the strain
imposed by high inflation
rates has, in some
instances, contributed to a
rise in mental health issues
and in the most heart-
wrenching cases, suicidal
tendencies. The emotional

toll of struggling to make
ends meet and the fear of an
uncertain financial future
can be overwhelming.

Raise Awareness: Work
with government agencies,
mental health organiza-
tions, and the media to raise
awareness about the link
between inflation and men-
tal health. Educating the
public about available sup-
port services is crucial.

Mental Health Support:
Allocate resources to
expand mental health serv-
ices, particularly those
accessible to vulnerable
populations. Ensuring that
individuals in distress can
access professional help is
of utmost importance.

Economic Relief
Measures: Advocate for

policies and initiatives that
aim to stabilize the econo-
my and control inflation.
By addressing the root
causes, we can alleviate
some of the stressors con-
tributing to mental health
challenges.

Community Outreach:
Organize community-based
programs and support net-
works to assist individuals
and families facing finan-
cial difficulties. Local ini-
tiatives can provide much-
needed assistance and fos-
ter a sense of belonging. It
is vital that we acknowl-
edge the profound conse-
quences of high inflation
rates on mental health and
take proactive steps to miti-
gate the suffering it can
cause.

Impact of inflation
on mental health

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Shaukat Ali
Yousafzai, the newly
appointed Commissioner of
Mardan Division, has wast-
ed no time in igniting the
flames of change and
progress since assuming
office just last week. With
an unyielding zeal for pub-
lic service, he has set the
stage for an era of dedica-
tion, transparency, and effi-
ciency in the division.

One of Commissioner
Yousafzai's first acts was to
rally his team of Deputy
Commissioners, urging
them to work with unwa-
vering dedication and to
prioritize the welfare of the
general public above all
else. In a passionate
address, he emphasized that
they were the servants of
the people and, as such,
must not confine them-
selves to their offices.
Instead, he encouraged
them to venture into the

heart of communities to
promptly resolve the issues
faced by the public.

However, Commissioner
Yousafzai did not stop
there. With a stern tone, he
made it abundantly clear
that there would be no
room for leniency when it
came to those engaged in
corrupt practices, regard-
less of their position. He
firmly declared, "No matter
how lofty a position one
may occupy, corruption
will not be tolerated under
my watch."

Recognizing the pivotal
role of the Revenue staff in
the lives of the citizens, he
stressed the importance of
facilitating the public and
minimizing inconvenience.
Commissioner Yousafzai
issued a stern warning that
any complaints against rev-
enue officers would be dealt
with decisively, ensuring
that justice prevailed.

But his vision goes
beyond administrative effi-

ciency; Commissioner
Yousafzai envisions
Mardan Division as a
model for the entire
province. His dedication
and hard work are evident
in his extensive career, hav-
ing previously served as
Commissioner in four other
divisions. Mardan now
marks his fifth division,
and with each assignment,
he has left a legacy of
progress and positive
change.

As Commissioner
Shaukat Ali Yousafzai
embarks on this new chap-
ter in Mardan Division, his
commitment to the public's
welfare and his determina-
tion to root out corruption
promise to elevate the
region to new heights. His
leadership serves as a bea-
con of hope, inspiring not
only his team but also the
entire community to work
collectively towards a
brighter future for Mardan
Division.

No place for corrupt
officers in Mardan,
says Commissioner

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Abdul Wali Khan University
Mardan (AWKUM) Shines in Times
Higher Education Ranking 2024 and
emerged as a frontrunner in the highly
esteemed publication. The results,
announced have placed AWKUM at the
pinnacle of academic excellence in various
categories.

AWKUM has secured 1st position in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 2nd position in
Pakistan in the Times Higher Education
Ranking 2024. This recognition under-
scores the university's dedication to excel-
lence in education and research.
AWKUM's influence extends far beyond
national borders, as the institution has
been ranked 601-800/ 1904 overall and an
impressive 313th worldwide in research
quality.

This global recognition speaks volumes
about the university's commitment to fos-
tering a culture of innovation and scholar-
ly pursuit. What truly sets AWKUM apart
are its extraordinary scores. With a
Citation Impact Score of 96.2 and a
Research Strength Score of 99.8, the uni-
versity has demonstrated unparalleled
prowess in producing impactful research
and nurturing academic talent.

In his message, the vice chancellor con-
gratulated the students, faculty, and staff
of AWKUM and said that the outstanding
achievement is a testament to the unwa-
vering dedication and hard work of the
faculty members at AWKU. Their commit-
ment to pushing the boundaries of knowl-
edge and nurturing the next generation of
scholars has been instrumental in this suc-
cess.

This remarkable milestone not only
cements AWKUM's position as a leader in
higher education in Pakistan but also high-
lights its global relevance in the realm of
research and academia. As the university
celebrates this remarkable achievement, it
remains committed to its mission of
advancing knowledge and shaping the
future of education.

The Peace Group secures top posi-
tions in HSSC: Yusra Jamsheed, a girl
student of The Peace Group of Schools
and Colleges Mardan, topped the Board of
Intermediate and Secondary Education
Mardan in the annual results of higher sec-
ondary school certificate (HSSC),
announced by the relevant official.

Announcing the HSSC results, Ishrat
Ali, controller of examinations, disclosed
names of the top three position holders in
pre-medical, pre-engineering, general sci-
ence and humanities groups in a function
held in the auditorium hall of BISE,
Mardan.

As per the results’ announcement, Yusra
Jamsheed of the peace group of schools

and colleges Mardan clinched the first
position by getting 1056 marks,
Muhammad Saad Amir of Punjab College
Mardan bagged second position by secur-
ing 1047 marks while the third position
was jointly shared by Maryam Fatima of
Tufail Shaheed Army College Mardan and
Sanam of the Quaid-e-Azam girls college
Mardan by achieving 1043 marks each.
All the top three position-holders belonged
to pre-medical group.

In pre-engineering, the first position
was jointly shared by Faiza Ishtiaq of Girls
Cadet College Mardan and Muhammad
Jibran Tariq of Karnal Sher Khan Cadet
College Swabi by getting 1022 marks
each. Salva Zahid of the Girls Cadet
College Mardan bagged second position
with 1018 marks while the third position
was jointly shared by Umama Wahab of
the Quaid-e-Azam Girls College Mardan
and Sinan Khan of The Pioneer Higher
Secondary School Marghuz Swabi by
securing 1014 marks each.

In the general science group, Salman
Khan and Muhammad Wahab Khan of The
Glorious College of Science and
Technology Bam Khel Swabi and Syed
Muhammad Yousuf of Punjab College
Mardan stood first with 990 marks, second
with 986 marks and third with 983 marks
respectively.

In Humanities group, the first position
was jointly shared by Ruqayya Arif of The
Glorious College of Science and
Technology Bam Khel Swabi and
Samreen Gul of F.G Girls Degree College
Nowshera Cantt by gaining 967 marks,
Gul Rukh of Government Girls Higher
Secondary School Shaidu Nowshera
bagged second position with 962 marks
and Fatima Israr of Moon Light Public
School and College Topi Swabi got stood
as third position holder with 957 marks.

Mr. Ishrat Ali, the controller of exami-
nations BISE Mardan, on the occasion
said that total 42579 candidates of the
HSSC part-I appeared in the examinations,
of which 34252 were declared as success-
ful with overall passing percentage
80.44%. Similarly in part-II, 38180 out of
total 42432 candidates who appeared in
the HSSC examinations were declared as
successful with overall passing percentage
89.98.

Later, addressing participants of the
function, Farid Khan Khattak- chairman of
Board of Intermediate and Secondary
Education Mardan-congratulated all the
top position holders. He claimed that they
were going to introduce Student Learning
Outcome (SLO) based examinations in all
the government educational institutes
related to BISE Maredan in near future
with the purpose to improve the quality of
education as well as their results in board
examinations.

AWKUM secure 1st
position in research

20 govt
schools

equipped
F.P. Report

KHYBER: As part of a
rehabilitation program,
learning, cleaning kits and
other facilities were sup-
plied to the 20 government
–run schools in Landi Kotal
on Tuesday. It is to be stat-
ed here that in 2022 floods
had damaged scores of
government schools in
addition to losses to private
properties.

In this connection, a
gathering was organized in
Government Primary
School Gul Ahmad Kelley,
Walibaig Khel, Landi Kotal
that was attended by
Assistant Commissioner
(AC), Irshad Mohmand as
a chief guest besides other
officials,teachers and stu-
dents.

Under the supervision of
Sarhad Rural Support
Program (SRSP), district
administration and district
education department 289
learning, cleaning kits and
books were distributed
among the students and
teachers of government
educational institutions.

Addressing on the occa-
sion AC Irshad Mohmand
thoroughly highlighted the
importance of education
and facilitated the SRSP
and Educational depart-
ment for providing learning
and security kits and initiat-
ed fruitful training sessions
for the teachers. He
informed the participants of
rehabilitation schemes of
schools, initiated by the
provincial government.

With support of foreign
commonwealth fund, reha-
bilitation of the first phase
of the state –run will be
completed at the end of
2023.

PPP flays
violence

against leader
F.P. Report

MARDAN: Nawabzada
Khawaja Muhammad Khan
Hoti, a prominent figure in
the PPP and former federal
minister, has voiced his
strong condemnation of a
recent violent attack on the
President of People Youth
Rustam. He also expressed
concern over the perceived
bias of the police in handling
the case, calling for swift and
decisive action against the
perpetrators while demand-
ing justice for the victim.

Speaking at a press con-
ference held alongside the
victim's family at the
Mardan Press Club,
Khawaja Muhammad Khan
Hoti recounted the incident
in question. He explained
that a few days ago, a tenant
named Muhammad Iqbal
and his son Javad, who were
residing in the house of
People Youth President
Ibrahim Khan's daughter-in-
law in Rustam Bazar,
brazenly opened fire in
broad daylight. Instead of
promptly pursuing the
accused mentioned in the
First Information Report
(FIR), the police allegedly
conducted a raid on the resi-
dence of the President of
Alta People Youth, seeming-
ly at the request of Senator
Dilawar Khan and his broth-
er. This act, according to
Hoti, violated the sanctity of
the home.

Hoti went on to assert
that certain individuals,
specifically the said senator
and his brother Azam
Khan, have established a
monopoly in the area. They
are accused of aiding the
main suspect in the case,
Jawad, in escaping abroad
overnight with official pro-
tocol.

GILGIT: IGP Gilgit-Baltistan Afzal Mehmood Butt visiting Central Jail Gilgit and taking brief from
the officials of Jail about security and other issues of prisons. 
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SOFIA (AP): Bulgaria's
parliament approved the
provision of additional mil-
itary aid to Ukraine in its
war with Russia. At a
closed-door meeting, law-
makers voted 141-40, with
three abstentions, in favor
of supplying Ukraine with
defective surface-to-air
missiles for the Russian-
made S-300 air defense sys-
tem and small-caliber auto-
matic weapon ammunition
discarded by the Interior
Ministry, the state-run BTA

news agency reported.
Military experts said the

missiles cannot be repaired
in Bulgaria, but Ukraine has
the needed facilities to fix
them or use them for spare
parts. The Chief of Defense,
Adm. Emil Eftimov,
assured lawmakers that the
provided weapons do not
harm Bulgaria's defensive
capabilities. "We have no
intention of giving
(Ukraine) the entire S-300
missile complex until we
find a replacement capabili-

ty," he said.
The vote mirrored divi-

sions in the Balkan country
over sending military aid to
Ukraine. It sparked criti-
cism from the Socialist
Party and the pro-Russia
nationalists from the
Revival Party who voted
against sending the aid.
Bulgaria, which joined
NATO in 2004, still main-
tains stocks of Soviet-
designed weapons and has
numerous factories making
munitions for them.

Bulgaria okays additional
weapons to Ukraine

J O H A N N E S B U R G
(BBC): At least 11 people
have been killed after
heavy rain and winds hit
South Africa's Western
Cape province, including
Cape Town, over the week-
end leaving a trail of
destruction. Authorities
warn that the death toll may
rise as the floodwater sub-
sides.

The destructive weather
flooded homes, tore off
roofs, destroyed crops and
damaged roads and other
infrastructure. Rescue
teams are still searching for
people who are feared
trapped in their partially
submerged homes. Eight of
the 11 people who died
were electrocuted in an
informal settlement when
waters swamped illegal
connections to the power
lines. Seventy-two primary
school pupils and 10 adults
were trapped in a resort in

the town of Oudtshoorn
after the nearby Le Roux
River overflowed. They
were rescued, after the
water had subsided. About
200 farm workers remain
stranded in areas that were
cut off by flooding. Efforts
are being made to rescue
them.

More than 80 roads were
closed and at least 15,000
homes were cut off from
the power grid, Electricity
Minister Kgosientsho
Ramokgopa said. Rail serv-
ices in parts of both the
Western and Eastern Cape
provinces have been sus-
pended. The floods also
badly affected the area's
farmland, including its
famous vineyards, with the
impact on harvests expect-
ed to be severe. City of
Cape Town Mayor Geordin
Hill-Lewis has signed a
major incident declaration
appealing for additional

resources and relief meas-
ures to deal with the after-
math of the rainfall. The
city has also closed the
popular Steenbras Nature
Reserve and Gorge hiking
route to assess the impact
of the floods. Anton
Bredell, a provincial cabi-
net minister in charge of
environmental affairs, said
that helicopters were
searching for some people
who had been trapped. "We
expect the worst there," he
said. The damaging rains,
which ended, came a week
after larger than normal
spring tides hit the area.
Climate change has been
blamed for some recent
weather-related incidents in
South Africa. In 2022,
flooding in KwaZulu-Natal
led to the deaths of more
than 430 people, while the
coastal city of Gqeberha
almost ran out of water last
year.

S Africa floods: 11 people die
after Western Cape deluge

BEIJING (Agencies):
Chinese authorities have
issued a navigation warning
over planned military exer-
cises in some parts of the
South China Sea. The
Guangdong Maritime
Safety Administration said
the warning would be in
place from 6am (22:00
GMT to 11:30am (03:30
GMT) and from 6pm
(10:00 GMT) to 9:30pm
(13:30 GMT) on September
28.

"Military exercises will
be conducted in some
waters of the South China
Sea and navigation is pro-
hibited," state broadcaster
CCTV reported. It did not
elaborate on the location of
the exercises. China claims
almost the entire South
China Sea under its contro-
versial nine-dash line.

In recent months, ten-
sions have risen with the
Philippines, whose claims
overlap with China's, over
the Second Thomas Shoal
and Scarborough Shoal.
Both are within Manila's
Exclusive Economic Zone

(EEZ), defined under the
United Nations Convention
on Law of the Sea (UNC-
LOS) as generally extend-
ing 200 nautical miles
(about 370km) from shore,
within which the coastal
state has the exclusive right
to explore and exploit.
Earlier this week, the
Philippines coastguard cut
a 300 metre floating barrier
installed by China that it
said was blocking fishing
boats' access to
Scarborough Shoal, which
Beijing seized from Manila
after a months-long stand-
off in 2012. The Chinese
coastguard disputed that
version of the events, say-
ing the barrier had been
deployed on Friday when a
Philippine vessel entered
the area "illegally" and was
removed the following day.
"I would also like to reiter-
ate once again. Huangyan
Island is China's inherent
territory," Wang Wenbin, a
spokesperson at the
Chinese Foreign Ministry,
claimed at a regular press
briefing, referring to

Scarborough Shoal by its
Chinese name. Manila
refers to it as Bajo de
Masinloc. The rocky out-
crop is a prime fishing spot
and has been a site of con-
tention for years.

Both countries claim
sovereignty over the shoal,
which lies about 120 nauti-
cal miles (about 222km)
from the Philippine island
of Luzon, and 594 nautical
miles (about 1,100km)
from China's southern
island of Hainan. China has
maintained a coast guard
presence there ever since
the 2012 standoff. Brunei,
Malaysia and Vietnam also
claim parts of the sea near
their coast and have report-
ed incidents of harassment
by Chinese ships. In a sepa-
rate report early on
Thursday, China's state
media also reported several
bombers from the Southern
Theater Air Force, which
covers the South China
Sea, held night-time exer-
cises. The report did not
elaborate on exactly where
the exercises took place.

China issues warning
for military exercises

CAIRO (AP): Egypt is seek-
ing to double the number of
visitors to the country in the
next five years, its top
tourism official told The
Associated Press. Egypt is
aiming at reaching 30 mil-
lion visitors by 2028, as its
once-thriving tourism sector
recovers from the fallout of
the coronavirus pandemic
and the grinding war in
Europe following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine,
Tourism and Antiquities
Minister Ahmed Issa said.

"We're seeing unparal-
leled demand, unprecedent-
ed demand for travel into
Egypt," Issa said in an inter-
view. He said Egypt had
received 10 million tourists
in the first eight months of

2023, and was "well on track
to achieve around 15 million
this year, which is going to
be a record year for the
tourism industry." The sector
is a major source of foreign
currency for the cash-
strapped North African
country. Last year, tourism
revenues surged to $10.7 bil-
lion, up from around $5 bil-
lion in 2021, according to the
Egyptian central bank. The
government's plan focuses
on what he calls the "supply
side," which includes
increasing the number of
hotel rooms in the country
and seats on flights to Egypt
by more than 30% annually,
as well as encouraging more
private investment in the
tourism sector. Issa said they

would add 25,000 hotel
rooms to Egypt's current
capacity of about 210,000.
Such an increase, he said,
would help the government
achieve its target of 18 mil-
lion tourist visits in 2024.

"That will be the fastest
growth in (hotel) rooms in
Egypt over the past 20
years," he said. Egypt has
made a years-long effort to
revive its battered tourism
industry. The sector was
badly hit during and after the
popular uprising in 2011 that
toppled longtime autocrat
Hosni Mubarak and the
ensuring unrest. The country
received over 14 million
tourists in 2010. The coron-
avirus, followed by the
Russian invasion of

Ukraine, dealt another blow,
just as the sector was getting
back on its feet. In recent
years, the government has
touted its ancient history as a
major selling point. It has
publicized pharaonic discov-
eries, building and renovat-
ing museums and tourist
sites across the country. Issa
spoke to the AP from the
Egyptian Museum in Cairo,
a neoclassical structure built
in the late 19th century and
the first purpose-built muse-
um in the Middle East and
North Africa.

The museum is one of the
most popular tourist attrac-
tions in Cairo, drawing an
average of 10,000 visitors a
day, said museum director
Ali Abdel-Halim.

Egypt aims to double the number of tourists

BAKU (Agencies):
Azerbaijan has arrested the
former head of Nagorno-
Karabakh's separatist gov-
ernment as he tried to flee
into neighbouring Armenia
along with tens of thou-
sands of others who fled the
region following
Azerbaijan's military oper-
ation last week. The arrest
of Ruben Vardanyan was
announced by Azerbaijan's
border guard service.

Vardanyan, a billionaire
businessman who made his
fortune in Russia where he
owned a major investment
bank, moved to Nagorno-
Karabakh in 2022 and
served as the head of the
regional government for
several months before step-
ping down earlier this year.
His wife Veronika
Zonabend said on his
Telegram channel that he
had been arrested while try-
ing to flee as part of a mass
departure by ethnic
Armenians after Azerbaijan
took back control of

Karabakh in a swift offen-
sive last week.

Azerbaijan had previ-
ously expressed reserva-
tions about Vardanyan,
calling him an obstacle to
peace. Moreover, his rela-
tions with Armenia's Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan -
over the role of Russian
peacekeepers - were also
strained. Azerbaijan's bor-
der service said he had been
taken to the capital Baku
and handed over to other
state agencies. Nagorno-
Karabakh is recognised
internationally as part of
Azerbaijan, but the 120,000
ethnic Armenians living
there dominate the region.
Baku and Yerevan have
been vying for control over
the region for decades and
have fought two wars.
Many ethnic Armenians are
fleeing, abandoning their
homes and boarding cars
and trucks that have
clogged the snaking moun-
tain road that leads to
Armenia.

Karabakh authorities
said more than 50,000 had
left so far. Azerbaijan has
rejected Armenian accusa-
tions of ethnic cleansing.
Azerbaijan's Foreign
Minister Jeyhun Bayramov
said at the United Nations
on Thursday that his coun-
try is determined to guaran-
tee Nagorno-Karabakh resi-
dents "all rights and free-
doms" in line with the
country's constitution and
international human rights
obligations, including safe-
guards for ethnic minori-
ties. The European Union
said it was sending more
humanitarian aid "in soli-
darity with those who had
no choice but to flee" - a
significant change from an
earlier statement where it
referred to people who had
"decided to flee". UN
Special Rapporteur Morris
Tidball-Binz said
Azerbaijan must "promptly
and independently investi-
gate alleged or suspected
violations of the right to life

reported in the context of
its latest military offensive
in Nagorno-Karabakh".

Meanwhile, German
Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock has called on
Azerbaijan to be transparent
when it comes to a potential
international observer mis-
sion to the fought-over
Nagorno-Karabakh region.
"We look to Nagorno-
Karabakh with the greatest
concern. Nobody really
knows how the people there
are doing and what they
have to go through,"
Baerbock said, according to
a statement. The US State
Department said it will
work with allies and part-
ners in coming days on an
international monitoring
mission. Matthew Miller,
the State Department
spokesperson, told journal-
ists that despite Russia
facilitating negotiations in
the past, something that
Washington has welcomed,
its role in the past week has
not been productive.

Azerbaijan arrests former
minister as exodus tops 50,000

GAZA (Reuters):
International mediators
have stepped up efforts to
prevent a new round of
armed confrontation
between Israel and the
Islamist Hamas group,
which runs Gaza, amid an
escalation in violent
protests along the border
fence. "The United Nations
is talking to and working
with all concerned to
improve the lives of people
in Gaza, particularly the
most vulnerable," UN
Middle East peace envoy
Tor Wennesland said on
social media platform X, a
day after he met Hamas
officials in Gaza.

"The situation inside the
Strip is dire and we must
avoid another conflict that
will have grave conse-
quences for all. The people
of Gaza have suffered
enough and deserve more
than a return to calm." A
regional diplomat said
Egypt, which brokered
numerous truces between
Israel and Gaza militants in
the past, had also stepped
up its efforts to prevent a

slide into another war.
Palestinians in Gaza have
held protests along the
fence for nearly two weeks,
breaking from a period of
relative calm.

Gazans say they are
protesting over issues
including the treatment of
Palestinian prisoners in
Israeli jails and Jewish vis-
its to the Al Aqsa mosque
compound, a site holy to
both Muslims and Jews,
who know it as the Temple
Mount. Youths have
thrown stones and impro-
vised explosive devices at
Israeli troops, who have
responded with live fire,
killing one Palestinian and
wounding dozens of others.
Israeli military spokesper-
son Daniel Hagari told
Israel's Kan Radio the
protests would fail to win
concessions from Israel.
"The priority is to mount a
strong defence and prevent
the incidents going beyond
the fence. Whoever turns
the incident into one of ter-
rorism - gets hit and is
killed ... They won't get
concessions through terror-

ism," said Hagari. Israel
had shut crossings and
stopped workers from
coming into its territory
since early last week. Israel
said reopening "will be
subject to ongoing evalua-
tion on the evolving situa-
tion in the region".

A Hamas spokesman had
no immediate comment.
The group has defended the
demonstrations, saying
they aimed to protest at
Israel's closure and
"assaults" against
Palestinians in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank and
East Jerusalem. Several
wars and a 16-year Israeli-
led blockade, backed by
Egypt, have devastated the
economy of Gaza and sent
the unemployment rate to
around 46% percent, one of
the highest in the world.
The regional diplomat, who
spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was
not authorised to speak to
the media, said mediators
sought more Israeli eco-
nomic improvements, fur-
ther ease up on crossings it
controlled with Gaza, and

an increase in the number
of work permits. In return,
he said, Hamas would curb
protests and end the use of
improvised bombs and
incendiary balloons. He
said the protests were not
isolated from a financial
problem Hamas is facing,
worsened by Qatar's slash-
ing of funds. Qatar has cut a
grant it used to offer to sup-
port the wages of 40,000
Hamas employees to $5
million from $7 million.

In August, employees
received 55% of the wages,
not the usual 60%. The
group has not paid wages in
full for many years.
"Hamas understands that it
is not in the interest of any-
one in Tel Aviv,
Washington, or the region
to have wars or engage in
open battles with Gaza and
therefore, it began to acti-
vate tough tools and
demonstrations along the
border east of Gaza as tools
of field pressure on the
politicians in Tel Aviv and
Washington," said Gaza
economist, Mohammad
Abu Jayyab.

UN peace envoy, Egypt working
to restore calm along Gaza fence

SEOUL (AP): North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un called for an exponen-
tial increase in production
of nuclear weapons and
for his country to play a
larger role in a coalition
of nations confronting the
United States in a "new
Cold War," state media
said Thursday. The
Korean Central News
Agency said Kim made
the comments during a
two-day session of the
country's rubber-stamp
parliament which amend-
ed the constitution to
include his policy of
expanding the country's
nuclear weapons program.

The Supreme People's
Assembly's session came
after Kim traveled to
Russia's Far East this
month to meet with
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and visit
military and technology
sites. The trip sparked
Western concerns about a
possible arms alliance in
which North Korea
would supply Putin with
badly needed munitions
to fuel his war on
Ukraine in exchange for
economic aid and
advanced Russian tech-
nologies to enhance
North Korea's nuclear
and missile systems. As
North Korea slowly ends
its pandemic lockdown,
Kim has been actively
boosting his partnerships
with Moscow and

Beijing as he attempts to
break out of diplomatic
isolation and join a unit-
ed front against
Washington. He has
described the world as
entering a "new Cold
War" and that North
Korea should advance its
nuclear capabilities in
response.

KCNA's reports on
Kim's comments came a
day after North Korea c
onfirmed the release of
US Army Pvt. Travis
King, who is now being
flown back to America,
two months after he
sprinted across the heavi-
ly fortified border into the
North. King's relatively
swift expulsion defied
speculation that North
Korea might drag out his
detention to squeeze con-
cessions from the United
States, and possibly
reflected the North's dis-
interest in diplomacy with
Washington. KCNA said
members of the assembly
gave unanimous approval
to a new clause in the
constitution to "ensure the
country's right to exis-
tence and development,
deter war and protect
regional and global peace
by rapidly developing
nuclear weapons to a
higher level."

North Korea's "nuclear
force-building policy has
been made permanent as
the basic law of the state,
which no one is allowed

to flout with anything,"
Kim said in a speech at
the assembly. He stressed
the need to "push ahead
with the work for expo-
nentially boosting the
production of nuclear
weapons and diversifying
the nuclear strike means,"
KCNA said. Kim pointed
to what he described as a
growing threat posed by a
hostile United States and
its expanding military
cooperation with South
Korea and Japan, accus-
ing them of creating the
"Asian version of NATO,
the root cause of war and
aggression." "This is just
the worst actual threat,
not threatening rhetoric or
an imaginary entity," he
said.

Kim urged his diplo-
mats to "further promote
solidarity with the nations
standing against the US
and the West's strategy for
hegemony." Tensions on
the Korean Peninsula are
at their highest level in
years as North Korea has
test-fired more than 100
missiles since the start of
2022 and the US has
expanded its military
exercises with its Asian
allies, in tit-for-tat
responses. Last year, the
assembly passed a new
nuclear doctrine into law
which authorizes pre-
emptive nuclear strikes if
North Korea's leadership
is perceived as under
threat.

Kim urges greater nuke
arms production in response

to a ‘new Cold War’

WASHINGTON (Reuters): Two
White House hopefuls squabbled
over curtains on live television, while
a third boasted he had been sleeping
with a teacher for the past 38 years
who happened to be his wife as a
Republican presidential debate took
some strange turns. The seven
Republicans on stage at their party's
second 2024 presidential primary
debate sought to convince voters they
could be a viable alternative to fron-
trunner Donald Trump, who skipped
the televised event.

Instead, the debate often devolved
into petty fights and some bizarre
comments. US Senator Tim Scott of
South Carolina criticized former
South Carolina Governor Nikki
Haley over the purchase of $50,000
curtains at the residence of the US
ambassador to the United Nations in
New York. Haley, UN ambassador in
Trump's administration, said the cur-
tains had been bought during the pre-
vious Obama administration, and told
Scott to "do your homework."

Scott responded by asking three
times: "Did you send them back?"
before the exchange devolved into
cacophony with the two candidates,
joined by Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis, talking over one another.
The New York Times in 2018 report-
ed that $52,701 had been spent for
"customized and mechanized cur-
tains" for the residence. The article
said plans to buy the curtains were

made in 2016, before Trump took
office. In another moment, former
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie
used a question about education to
mention that Democratic President
Joe Biden was "sleeping with a mem-
ber of the teachers' union" - a refer-
ence to his wife Jill Biden, a teacher.

Building on that comment, Trump's
former vice president, Mike Pence,
said he had to admit that "I've been
sleeping with a teacher for 38 years" -
a reference to his own wife, Karen
Pence. Trump supporters claimed the
level of debate showed why he was in
the lead. "Trump's primary non-chal-
lengers are spending their night debat-
ing about curtains," pro-Trump con-

sultant Alex Bruesewitz posted on X,
the social media site formerly known
as Twitter. "Trump 2024."

The debate ended with a proposal
from a moderator for the candidates
to write down who should be "voted
off the island" to help winnow the
field of candidates vying with Trump
for the Republican nomination. The
proposal, reminiscent of the reality
TV show "Survivor," was swiftly
rejected by the candidates, led by
DeSantis, who said it was "disre-
spectful." Only Christie answered,
saying he would vote off Trump. "He
needs to be voted off the island, and
he needs to be taken out of this
process," Christie said.

Curtains, sleeping with
teachers: 2024 Republican
debate takes strange turns

Bahrain 
says a third
soldier has

died in attack
DUBAI (AP): Bahrain's
military said a third soldier
died of his wounds after an
attack by Yemeni rebels on
a Bahraini contingent
patrolling Saudi Arabia's
southern border. The
attack, which also wounded
a number of soldiers,
threatened recent progress
in winding down Saudi
Arabia's eight-year war
against the Iran-aligned
rebels, known as Houthis.
The rebels have not com-
mented on the attack.

Bahrain says the rebels
launched an unprovoked
drone attack on the sol-
diers. Bahrain and its close
ally Saudi Arabia con-
demned the attack, and the
Saudi-led military coalition
said it had "the right to
respond at the appropriate
time and place." The
Pentagon condemned the
attack in a statement. "Such
unacceptable attacks threat-
en the longest period of
calm since the war in
Yemen began," it said. It
was unclear what impact
the attack would have on
the ongoing peace efforts.
Yemen's war began in 2014
when the Houthis swept
down from their northern
stronghold and seized the
capital, Sanaa, along with
much of the country's
north. A Saudi-led coalition
intervened in 2015 to try to
restore the internationally
recognized government to
power. The fighting soon
devolved into a stalemated
proxy war between Saudi
Arabia and Iran, causing
widespread hunger and
misery in Yemen, which
even before the conflict had
been the Arab world's poor-
est country. The war has
killed more than 150,000
people, including fighters
and civilians, and created
one of the world's worst
humanitarian disasters,
killing tens of thousands
more. Saudi Arabia and
Iran restored diplomatic
relations earlier this year in
a deal brokered by China.
Earlier this month, Saudi
Arabia welcomed a Houthi
delegation for peace talks,
saying the negotiations had
"positive results." A UN-
brokered cease-fire largely
halted the violence, and
Yemen has seen only spo-
radic clashes since the truce
expired nearly a year ago.
Bahrain's military
announced the third death
on its social media sites.

Vietnam jails
environmental

activist for
three years

HANOI (Agencies):
Vietnam has sentenced
prominent environmental
activist Hoang Thi Minh
Hong to three years in
prison on tax fraud charges.
The state-run Thanh Nien
newspaper said Hong, the
founder of CHANGE, a
now-defunct environmental
campaign group, was con-
victed after a one-day trial
in southern Ho Chi Minh
City. She was found guilty
of dodging nearly $275,000
in taxes related to
CHANGE, her lawyer
Nguyen Van Tu told the
AFP news agency.

"This conviction is a
total fraud, nobody should
be fooled by it," said Ben
Swanton, co-director of
The 88 Project charity.
"This is yet another exam-
ple of the law being
weaponised to persecute
climate activists who are
fighting to save the planet."
The United States and a
number of human rights
groups had expressed their
concerns about Hong and
the crackdown on
CHANGE when she was
arrested in June. In advance
of the trial, Human Rights
Watch (HRW) urged the
Vietnamese government to
drop all charges against
Hong. "The Vietnamese
authorities are using the
vaguely worded tax code as
a weapon to punish envi-
ronmental leaders whom
the ruling Communist party
deems a threat to their
power," Phil Robertson,
HRW's deputy Asia direc-
tor, said in a statement.
"The government should
stop punishing activists for
peacefully advocating
action on climate change
and for green policies and
drop the case against Ho-
ang Thi Minh Hong." Ho-
ng, 51, founded CHANGE
in 2013 to tackle problems
related to climate change,
pollution and endangered
wildlife. She secured inter-
national recognition for her
campaigning but abruptly
shut the organisation down
in October 2022.
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World Maritime
Day and national

obligations

T
HE 50th World Maritime Day was observed on
Thursday, September 28th by the world nations
particularly the communities located on global

shores, dealing in the fishery industry, sea explorations,
maritime trade, tourism and travel as well as maritime
organizations, and civil rights activists around the globe.
However, the majority of the global populace living away
from seashores is commonly unaware of the importance
of the blue economy and the urgency for the preservation
of sea life and the ocean environment in the contempo-
rary world. The World Maritime Day is a reminder of
maritime safety, security and environmental conserva-
tion, and is marked annually, urging nations to work
together for sustainable maritime practices to ensure col-
lective security, shared prosperity and common good.

World Maritime Day is annually commemorated in
remembrance of the International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) which aims
at combating pollution and protecting the environment from
pollution through the impact of shipping via a robust regula-
tory framework and emphasis on its ongoing commitment to
prevention of our oceans from pollution. In fact, Maritime
Pollution MARPOL's legacy stretches beyond the past five
decades including the 73/88 era, which marked the five years
long global discussions which led to the approval and imple-
mentation of International Maritime Law (IML) and MAR-
POL accords at the global level.

Fundamentally, International Maritime Law and MAR-
POL Convention provide foundations for global cooperation
in the fields of international shipping, maritime trade,
tourism, under surface minerals exploitation along with the
use of Sea water even the multipurpose use of the riverine,
canal and lake water for fishing, boating, sports and leisure
etc. In fact, the global seas owe a treasure of untapped wealth
that awaits a sagacious use of those opportunities without dis-
turbing the ecology and natural environment of global
waters. The idea of the Blue economy purely relates to tradi-
tional ocean-related economic activities such as fisheries,
coastal and sea tourism, and maritime transport, as well as
new emerging opportunities like off-shore renewable energy,
aquaculture, deposit exploration and sea-bed extraction activ-
ities. All such endeavors surely demand a significant finan-
cial investment, technical expertise, and time along with strict
implementation of the International Maritime Law and
MARPOL Convention which is the essence of all sea-based
human activities otherwise maritime and industrial pollution
turns blue sea waters into filthy ponds and valuable sea lifes
perished in days instead of years.

As far as Pakistan is concerned, a source-deficient devel-
oping nation faces serious issues relating to water pollution
and preservation of ocean ecology within its territorial juris-
diction as well as relating to its coastal areas, water reservoirs,
rivers and canals. Industrial and domestic wastes, encroach-
ments and plastic pollution have seriously damaged the sea-
water, coastal areas and riverine life in the country. The
Pakistan Navy has always remained at the forefront of con-
serving the maritime environment in line with the MARPOL
principles and it has always been a major driving force
behind all national endeavours for the preservation of mar-
itime ecology and promotion of the blue economy in the
country. The government of Pakistan, the Ministry of Ports
and Shipping, the Pakistan Navy and civil society along with
the business community have been working hard to preserve
the natural environment and ecology by implementing pollu-
tion prevention strategies in Pakistan's coastal waters,
through coordinated efforts and joint work. Although the
government departments had been working on this agenda
over the past decades, but most of the efforts had been mere-
ly symbolic, and event-driven arranged on special occasions
such as World Maritime Day, World Oceans Day,
International Clean Air Day, or Global Day for Biodiversity
etc. It is high time that the government of Pakistan and rele-
vant quarters initiate a nationwide campaign to spread aware-
ness about the preservation of the maritime environment and
its importance for the survival of human and sea life, so each
citizen plays his due role in achieving this national as well as
global objective in the future.

World’s largest 
economy on brink

T
HE United States Senate has recently agreed
once again to a stopgap measure designed to
prevent an imminent government shutdown

over budget legislation. The deal hashed out between
Republicans and Democrats, would help the Biden
administration to keep the government working for
six additional days until September 30. 

The world Superpower faces acute economic chal-
lenges and its position resembles many third one nations
like Pakistan, Sri Lanka and several others embattled
with the worst effects of global energy crisis and sky-
rocketing inflation in the current age. The US government
is less than five days away from its deadline to pass budg-
et legislation at midnight on September 30. If the Biden
administration fails to do so, much of the government
business would halt including nonpayment to federal
employees such as Congressional staffers, Capitol Police,
FBI agents, NSA silent lessors and hardcore CIA
Operatives. all would be compelled to take loans from
banks, borrow money from friends, make cuts to their
meal or go on strike to sensitize the lawmakers about
needs of the public that were struck due to the impasse in
the provision of liquidity.

In fact, bad governance, politically motivated eco-
nomic policies and irrational trade decisions are not the
sole dilemma of the poor and developing nations but
such political ailments have seriously damaged multiple
developed economies including the United States, the
UK, Germany, Italy and others. The public is in hot
water but governments are pouring billions of dollars
into the Ukraine war, global tussles in the Indo-Pacific
region and preparation of so-called star wars that might
not happen any time in future, while those economies
are heading to collapse under their own weights. The
global economic rating agency Fitch had already down-
graded US's score from AAA to AA+ during the past
months while Moody has issued a stern warning to
American Economists about impending economic disas-
ter in their nation. US lawmakers are evading the eco-
nomic collapse of their country on a yearly basis
through legislative measures instead of the implementa-
tion of darley need economic discipline. How long the
doomsday could be eluded through such flimsy recipes
in the years to come.

D
ESPITE 13 years
of Tory rule,
Britain remains

trapped in a dysfunction-
al paradigm shaped by
Tony Blair and Gordon
Brown. They transformed
Britain far more compre-
hensively than almost
anybody realised at the
time, empowered a
nomenklatura of lawyers,
bureaucrats and cultural
propagandists committed
to entrenching their revo-
lution, and succeeded in
bamboozling Tory wets
into believing that their
brand of technocratic
social-democracy was the
only morally acceptable
way to govern. 

The fashionable attempts
at rehabilitating Blair are
absurd. The Left has been a
disaster whenever it has
been in office, and would
be so again if it wins next
year. The moribund NHS,
probably the worst health
system in the Western
world, and our inane, anti-
housebuilding planning
system, were dreamt up by
Old Labour. Woke, neo-
Marcusian ideology was
first promoted by Labour
governments, starting in the
1960s. Most of the other
pathologies plaguing
Britain can be traced to
New Labour, though the
Tories are now just as much
to blame: instead of fixing
the problems they inherit-
ed, they made them worse,
out of cowardice and
incompetence. Tory MPs
have been in office, but
Labour ideas have been in
power.

Take our weak economic
growth, dragged down by
tax, regulation, a destruc-
tive monetary policy and
insufficient investment: the
slowdown began in 2005,
even before the financial
crisis, but the Tories have
pushed more of the same
anti-free market policies.
Or consider the problems
created by defective, one-
sided devolution, from
Ulez and handouts from
England to the SNP to
20mph speed limits in
Wales and the uselessness
of the Met Police: Blair is
to blame, but the Tories
have extended his frame-
work. 

The Human Rights Act,
the rise of lawfare and the
quangoisation of decision-
making, which has
spawned monsters such as
the Climate Change
Committee, our complex
and punitive tax system,
our bloated, mismanaged,
wasteful state, the broken
approach to immigration,

the growing dependency on
government for jobs,
incomes and lifestyles, the
top-down environmental
dogmatism that threatens to
ruin the lives of millions,
our over-extended universi-
ty system: all of these orig-
inated under New Labour
and were built upon by
clueless Conservatives. 

In a shocking case of
political Stockholm
Syndrome, many leading
Tories turned out to be

Blairites or even Brownites
in disguise, in awe of their
political achievements,
obsessed with triangula-
tion, terrified of being seen
as conservative and
ashamed of the views of
their long-suffering elec-
torate. In the rare cases
where David Cameron and
George Osborne sought to
break with Labour, they
picked the wrong battles:
austerity turned out to be a
reversible damp squib. The
state was salami-sliced,
rather than reengineered
and privatised, and in some
cases the wrong projects
were cut. Theresa May was
to the Left of Blair, and
Boris Johnson turned out to
be a tax-and-spend social
democrat and net zero radi-
cal who couldn't even suc-
cessfully oppose endless
lockdowns.

Brexit was the greatest
wasted opportunity of all: it
was the ultimate thumbs
down to the Blair project, a
grassroots revolution
against the failed cross-

party consensus, a repudia-
tion of much of what Blair,
Brown, Cameron and
Osborne stood for. Yet it
was largely neutered by
foot-dragging Tories and,
after he finally extracted us
from the EU, by Johnson's
unwillingness to drastically
remake our economy, wel-
fare state and machinery of
state. His successor, Liz
Truss, a woman genuinely
committed to breaking with
the Blairite orthodoxy, was

immediately destroyed by
it. Yet there is a glimmer of
hope again. Rishi Sunak
started off poorly but
appears to have had a
change of heart. His first
radical intervention, in
defiance of the spirit of
devolution, was when he
torpedoed Nicola
Sturgeon's awful plan to
allow gender self-recogni-
tion. He then pledged to
reverse the assault on cars,
including Low Traffic
Neighbourhoods, a centre-
piece of the technocratic
consensus. The real fight-
back started earlier this
month when he watered
down many of the more
extreme net zero proposals,
until now a taboo subject,
before signing off on more
North Sea oil. These were
all excellent moves.

Sunak may now go to
war against HS2, perhaps
the ultimate neo-Blairite
folly. This hideously expen-
sive TGV wannabe was
first mooted by Labour in
2009, when the original

state-owned company was
created. It was backed by
the arch-Blairite Andrew
Adonis before being
embraced enthusiastically
by Cameron and Osborne.
Like arbitrary foreign aid
targets, HS2 is a symbol of
our ruling class' construc-
tivist ideology, a totemic
project that mixes pseudo-
greenery, bureaucratic
empowerment and EU-
envy, hence the elites' dis-
proportionate fury at the
prospect of its demise.
Sunak must stand firm: he
would be right to scrap it.
Immigration is his next big
rejection of the neo-Blairite
consensus: he allowed
Suella Braverman to deliv-
er a well-argued critique of
unrealistic refugee conven-
tions, and to make a case
for nation states, against
open borders and for the
integration of migrants.
This is a position supported
by the vast majority in
every European nation -
Emmanuel Macron has just
said that France "cannot
welcome all the misery of
the world" - and yet it was
met by hysteria and quasi-
racist attacks on the Home
Secretary, who was effec-
tively lectured that ethnic
minority Britons cannot
morally support restrictions
on immigration. We shall
see how Sunak responds to
the legal verdict on his
Rwanda plan: will he dis-
avow the European
Convention on Human
Rights?

Let's hope so, for when-
ever he takes aim at the
Blair-Brown-establish-
ment project, his polling
goes up; when he suc-
cumbs to the technocratic
status quo, it slumps. The
Tory party's central prob-
lem since the mid 2000s is
that it has proved unable to
decide what it truly is. Is it
a New Labour remake,
selecting proto-Rejoiners
such as James Cracknell
for safe seats? Or is it a
proper conservative party,
committed to free market-
driven growth, technologi-
cal solutions to environ-
mental issues, low tax, cul-
tural conservatism, family
and individual reliance,
controlled and limited
immigration and the forg-
ing of a new, patriotic,
anti-woke, multi-racial
civic identity? For the first
time, Sunak appears to be
acting as if he understands
that the latter approach is
his party's only hope. He
must ignore the Tory wets,
and finally banish the
Labour era. 

The Telegraph

Blair and Brown still rule Britain.
Rishi’s only hope is to crush them

Allister Heath

I
N the summer of 2011,
I was aboard a ship
bound for the Gaza

Strip from Athens. I was
covering the second Gaza
flotilla. A year before,
Palestinian solidarity
activists sent several aid
ships to Gaza to highlight
Israel's maritime blockade
of the Palestinian territo-
ry. The Israeli navy inter-
cepted the ships, comman-
dos boarded the vessels
and several activists were
killed by soldiers. Given
the international outcry,
activists arranged another
flotilla in 2011, but the
boats never left port.

Before the boats entered
the open ocean, the Greek
navy intercepted the ships.
According to activists and
sources inside the Greek
government, Israeli officials
threatened to derail talks
concerning prospective gas
pipelines between the two
countries if Greece failed to
prevent the activists from
setting sail. Israel did not
want a repeat of the first
flotilla and had no problem

threatening a significant
economic deal with Greece,
even though the Greek
economy was in freefall at
the time.

This story highlights the
complex nature of regional
economic deals with Israel.
Since the discovery of mas-
sive natural gas fields off
Israel's northern coast, there
have been myriad efforts to
export that gas to Europe.
Greece, Cyprus, Turkiye
and Lebanon have tried to
hammer out some infra-
structure to benefit all par-
ties involved. But politics
has always found a way to
intrude. Israel's willingness
to put political interests
ahead of trade should be top
of mind for American offi-
cials punting a new econom-
ic corridor linking India
with Europe through the
Middle East. US President
Joe Biden unveiled the plan
at the recent G20 summit in
India. If implemented, the
project will be a serious
challenge to China's ascen-
dant trade and investment
strategy, which has brought

several countries into the
Chinese sphere of influence
over the past decade.

Under the Belt and Road
Initiative, the Chinese have
invested heavily in regional
trade infrastructure with the
goal of making economic
routes that lead to Beijing.
Through various state-
owned companies, the
Chinese have also lent sub-
stantial amounts of money
to countries in Asia, the
Middle East and Africa in a
further bid to create a new
Chinese-led global econo-
my. While China has sought
deeper influence in global
affairs for years, smaller
countries increasingly seek
non-Western alliances to
serve their political and eco-
nomic futures.

Yet, the Chinese econo-
my is in a prolonged slump
and the US appears to sense
an opportunity to play
China's game by creating its
own trade project.
Connecting India with
Europe through the Middle

East is a logical place for
America to lean on its part-
nerships and exercise soft
power. The US desperately
needs to underline its posi-
tion as the world's super-
power through fresh eco-
nomic initiatives that
remind nations of the value
of working with
Washington. The India-
Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor is one
such initiative. However,
the plan is fraught with haz-
ards primarily due to
America's key allies in the
project. Cooperation among
these allies in the Middle
East will be at the heart of
this trade plan. The
Abraham Accords, which
normalized relations
between the UAE and
Israel, were a significant
step in creating a new eco-
nomic bloc in the Middle
East that could enable a
trade corridor to take shape.
The prospect of a Saudi
Arabia-Israel normalization
agreement is equally vital to

enabling new trade infra-
structure conditions. This
agreement is proving to be
elusive.

Given that Saudi Arabia
and Israel are America's
most important allies in the
region, the failure to agree a
normalization deal would be
a significant blow to US
prestige and power. Saudi
Arabia and Israel both have
growing relations with
China and, at least in the
case of Israel, a track record
of ignoring Washington's
direct requests. America has
a lot to lose if this trade deal
falls apart. Israeli trade deals
do not generally unfold due
to sound economic interests
alone. Instead, Israel leans
on its financial clout to
advance geopolitical objec-
tives. This was evident in its
behavior with Greece
around the Gaza flotilla.

Consider Israel's growing
relationship with China.
Since establishing diplomat-
ic relations with Israel in
1992, China has sought to
entrench its ties with Tel
Aviv in technology and

innovation. This helps the
Chinese knowledge econo-
my and adds an essential
node to China's ongoing
competition with the US. In
recent years, China has
directly invested in Israeli
infrastructure, including
major port facilities in
Haifa, which would likely
be a vital part of America's
economic corridor proposal.
China could seek to torpedo
America's trade corridor
plan through its investments
in Israel. The balance of
power is slowly shifting
away from the West toward
countries in the emerging
world. Smaller countries
like Israel and the UAE are
discovering that they have
much more to gain by keep-
ing their geopolitical and
economic options open in
this new landscape of
geopolitics. If the US wants
to remain the world's sole
superpower, it needs to
hammer out substantial
trade deals and remind its
key allies that Washington
can be relied upon.
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Israel could make or break America’s trade plans to rival China
Joseph Dana

A
S the next general
election approach-
es in the UK, there

appears to be a renewed
effort by the ruling
Conservative Party to
spin climate issues for
electoral gains, since it
has been smelling poten-
tial defeat. Yes, who could
blame Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak for resorting
to all the tricks in the
trade to get a chance of
victory? After all, that is
what politicians do best,
and maybe his recent U-
turns mean his party's,
government's and
nation's green pledges are
being sacrificed in return
for a few votes or maybe
more.

Sunak last week said
that the British govern-
ment's self-imposed 2030
deadline for banning the
sale of new petrol and
diesel vehicles would be
pushed back to 2035, while
the migration to cleaner,
more ecologically friendly
domestic heating systems
would not be fully
enforced until 2035, rather
than 2026. These are just
two steps that show how
the UK government is, for
electioneering purposes,
rowing back on the emis-
sions targets set in the
wake of the Paris climate
agreement of 2015. Sunak
has not said how he plans
to offset these changes if
Britain plans to keep its
green transition pledges
alive and be able to meet
its 2050 net-zero target.

Sunak's announcement
was apparently made in the
name of helping the peo-
ple, and in the interest of
voters, as the economic
crunch felt by UK house-
holds due to the cost-of-
living crisis apparently
pushed him to make this
grave and serious U-turn.
This is of course in the
hope that Britain will later
double down on its efforts
to meet its climate obliga-
tions.

However, it comes when
the natural world is offer-
ing little comfort, with
record-breaking tempera-
tures in the summer
accompanied by wildfires
and droughts, shrinking
rivers and higher pollution,
depending on where in the
world you look. To these
blows, we could add the
loss of Antarctic ice five
times the size of the UK,
rising sea water tempera-
tures and a generally hotter
atmosphere, which are
scary to any reasonably
minded individual, let
alone climate scientists.

Many believe that
Sunak's U-turn on environ-
mental policies was the
result of pressures that are
also affecting leaders
across the world, but spe-
cially in the Western
democracies. Politicians
everywhere have, for years
it seems, embraced a half-
truth about climate change,
claiming that the road to net
zero would be beneficial to
the people by generating
economic growth, boosting
the coffers of the state and
offering green jobs for the
unemployed. No one want-
ed to factor in the true costs
of the transition, such as the
behavioral sacrifices need-
ed. Nor did they factor in
the huge costs or techno-
logical limitations, with
many still hopeful that new
fuels, new batteries, cleaner
energy and factories that
suck in methane and pollu-
tants all have a large role to
play in mitigating the emis-
sions produced.

For the majority of peo-
ple, the transition to net
zero seemingly remains a
broad aspiration on paper

only. In reality, it might be
a source of trouble for sit-
ting governments, as we
saw in France in 2018,
when a new green fuel duty
triggered the so-called
Yellow Vest protests. In
Germany, the far-right
Alternative for Germany is
likely to capitalize elec-
torally if Berlin goes ahead
and bans the installation of
new gas and oil boilers in
favor of cleaner heat
pumps, with the party hav-
ing denounced the "green
fascism" of the ruling elite.
In the US, climate deniers
are very vocal and the pop-
ulist right has never hidden
its dismay regarding net
zero.

In the poorer Global
South, the narrative is
slightly different but still
usually leads to the same
skepticism and is hooked
on either waiting for the
rich world to pay for the
transition or simply
defending idleness on cli-
mate issues. Instead, peo-
ple in poorer countries
claim they are more trou-
bled about how to feed
their kids until the end of
the week and are far from
caring about how to pre-
vent the end of the world.

What is alarming for
Britons is that climate
change might well be
weaponized by
Conservative Party politi-
cians who are desperate to
hang on to power against
all odds. Looking at the
"honest" endeavor by PM
Sunak to protect the people
and their near-empty purs-
es, the party's machinery is
now hard at work seeming-
ly trying to mislead the
public. Britons should pre-
pare for what looks set to
be more disinformation
campaigns that will be a
reminder of those that cir-
culated before the Brexit
referendum in 2016.

Emails sent to journal-
ists from the Conservative
Campaign Headquarters
have revealed the lines of
attacks to be used during
the next election campaign.
These range from attacks
on the Climate Change
Committee to the opposi-
tion Labour Party's pledged
£28 billion ($34 billion)
investment in a low-carbon
economy. These are in
addition to last week's false
claims by Sunak that he is
determined to scrap nonex-
istent taxes on meat and
flying, compulsory car-
sharing and the imposition
on households of seven dif-
ferent rubbish and recy-
cling bins.

Such misleading lines of
attack obviously point to a
desperate party trying to
cling to power at all costs.
But they also point to the
fact that net zero and sav-
ing the environment, which
had the backing of politi-
cians across the British
political spectrum, could
become a divisive electoral
issue, turning climate
change into a political foot-
ball. This risks sacrificing
the UK's green transition
and rendering it a poison-
ous and toxic subject,
potentially derailing the
years of effort that made
the net-zero pursuit a noble
cornerstone of policymak-
ing, investment and the
economy.

In doing so, Britain will
finally join many other
nations from the richer
Global North and the poor-
er Global South that are
skeptical about the climate
crisis, driven solely by a
refusal to be transparent
with the public about the
human and financial costs
that will surely be associat-
ed with the green transi-
tion.

The politics of net
zero could ultimately

amount to zero
Mohamed Chebaro

Brexit was the greatest wasted
opportunity of all: it was the ulti-

mate thumbs down to the Blair
project, a grassroots revolution

against the failed cross-party con-
sensus, a repudiation of much of
what Blair, Brown, Cameron and

Osborne stood for. Yet it was
largely neutered by foot-dragging

Tories and, after he finally
extracted us from the EU, by

Johnson's unwillingness to drasti-
cally remake our economy, wel-

fare state and machinery of state.
His successor, Liz Truss, a woman
genuinely committed to breaking
with the Blairite orthodoxy, was
immediately destroyed by it. Yet

there is a glimmer of hope again.



I
T was yet another startling
moment in the seemingly
endless legal saga of former

President Donald Trump, the
front-runner for the 2024
Republican presidential nomina-
tion. A New York judge on
Monday declared Trump and his
adult sons liable for "persistent
violations" of state law. Judge
Arthur Engoron found they
engaged in insurance and bank
fraud and other manner of mis-
deeds, canceled the Trump
Organization's business certifi-
cation and set the stage for a trial
in which the state is asking for
$250 million in damages.

If the judge's scathing decision
in the civil case was remarkable, it
was not particularly surprising
given all we have learned in the
past few years. The judge found
that Trump wildly inflated valua-
tions for his businesses and his
homes to secure loans and conduct
other business. He ordered that
Trump's New York businesses be
dissolved. A trial could begin next
week to consider the amount of
damages owed in the lawsuit by
New York Attorney General Letitia
James.

Of course, Trump denounced
the ruling, saying his company had
"been slandered and maligned by
this politically motivated Witch
Hunt." (Trump's company, by the
way, had already been convicted of
tax fraud in New York in an unre-
lated case.) Trump's record of civil
and criminal cases is so long that
journalists have struggled to keep
up, routinely publishing articles
that summarize, catalog and com-
pile the astonishing volume of
scandals and court actions, all
involving behavior by the former
president that ranges from disturb-
ing to outrageous.

Trump, as we know, is the first
former or current president in the
history of the United States to be
charged with a criminal offense.

Not only did he make history, but
his record is unlikely - God help
us! - to be surpassed. He has been
indicted in four cases. And that's
not counting his two impeach-
ments - another record - during his
presidency. (He has pleaded not
guilty in the four criminal cases
and denies any wrongdoing.)

The only part of this that is gen-
uinely surprising is that Trump still
enjoys so much support. He
remains the top choice for his
party's nomination, with 52% of
Republicans and Republican-lean-
ing independent voters backing
him, according to a recent CNN
poll. Nothing Trump does or says
can shock us anymore - not his
thinly veiled calls for the execution
of a US general, or his continuing
claims that he won an election he
lost by a wide margin or even his
threats to punish his critics if he
wins reelection.

But how is it possible that such
a man is not only the leading can-
didate for a once-conservative, tra-
ditional-values party but also that
few of those challenging him in the
primaries dare spell out the truth
that he nearly destroyed US
democracy - and is still at it? The
digest of Trump's misdeeds is filled
with transgressions big and small.
Over the years, he stiffed small
businesses, plumbers, electricians,
even waitresses, who worked for
him, refusing to pay what they said
he owed them.

He used his purported charitable
fund, the Trump Foundation, to
settle legal problems. He even took
$20,000 from the donations to buy
a 6-foot-tall portrait of himself,
according to The Washington Post.
The foundation was dissolved, and
Trump paid $2 million to charities
as part of a legal settlement.
There's Trump University, alleged
to be a fraud by would-be students
who paid tens of thousands of dol-

lars to learn from the supposed
genius businessman. Trump paid
$25 million to settle a class action
lawsuit, insisting he did nothing
wrong.

Then there are the women. Even
the accusations from women who
say Trump sexually abused them
have done nothing to erode his sup-
port among voters who describe
themselves as evangelical
Christians. When a jury in a
defamation lawsuit found that
Trump had committed sexual
abuse against the writer E. Jean
Carroll, the former president's
lawyers sought to have the verdict
thrown out, arguing that Carroll
did not accuse Trump of abuse but
of rape. The judge then clarified
that "the jury found that Mr. Trump
in fact did exactly that." In other
words, the judge in the civil suit
said Trump raped Carroll.

The list goes on. The most seri-
ous cases are still pending. Trump
stands accused of trying to over-
turn the 2020 election, of mishan-
dling secret national security docu-
ments, of trying to subvert the elec-
tion in Georgia. That he retains his
hold over the GOP is proof of
Trump's one overarching talent, his
skill as a demagogue, and of the
success of the strategy he put into
place early on - one designed to
discredit and undercut anyone who
sought to point out his lies.

In his first press conference after
winning the 2016 election, Trump
berated CNN's Jim Acosta when
the journalist tried to ask a ques-
tion. He thundered, "You are fake
news!" Gradually, Trump persuad-
ed his backers that if they ever
heard a negative comment or a dis-
turbing piece of news, it was
inevitably fake news. His allies in
right-wing media, particularly Fox
News and its stars, magnified the
effort. And by the time Fox was
forced to settle and pay $787 mil-

lion over lies about the election,
smaller right-wing outlets had mul-
tiplied, promoting Trump's danger-
ous fantasies and vengeful conspir-
acy theories.

The bulk of the GOP leadership
has fallen into line, either for fear
of upsetting Trump's supporters or
because they, too, are true believ-
ers. Few are willing to point out
that Trump's resume is hardly pres-
idential or that his legal problems
are of his own making. If anything
goes wrong, it isn't Trump's fault.
Ever.

Bad news? Blame the fake news
media. Criminal federal indict-
ments? Must be a politicized
Justice Department. Damning
investigation, thousands of pages
of evidence? Must be a "deranged"
prosecutor. Nineteen people,
including Trump, indicted in
Georgia? That would be another
"racist" prosecutor. Or maybe the
problem is that an Indiana-born
judge looking into one of Trump's
cases is "Mexican." Whatever the
case, whatever the circumstance,
it's not Trump's fault. He is always
the victim, and his followers -
astonishingly - seem to believe it.

After decades of him facing no
consequences, it looks like the
mountain of legal troubles is
threatening to topple the former
president. But his political strength
appears intact. In his ruling on
Monday, Engoron trashed Trump's
"preposterous" legal arguments,
even citing an earlier judge's order
in another case fulminating about
Trump's "history of abusing the
judicial process." It's not surprising
that the court found Trump com-
mitted fraud, or that a former loyal
aide now calls him the gravest
threat to US democracy. What is
most unsettling and disappointing
is how many millions of people
believe his version of events
regardless of the evidence. Or sim-
ply don't care. 
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What is still shocking
about Donald Trump

Frida Ghitis

A
S the 78th session of the
United Nations General
Assembly commenced last

week in New York City, it is cru-
cial for member-states to come
together and address endemic
challenges to ensure that the UN
remains relevant and effective in
promoting peace, security, and
sustainable development.

The United Nations (UN), found-
ed in the aftermath of the Second
World War, was hailed as a beacon
of hope for a world weary of conflict
and devastation. Its mission to pro-
mote peace, protect human rights,
and foster international cooperation
appeared noble and indispensable.
However, as the decades have rolled
on, the UN has faced a litany of
problems that have hindered its
effectiveness, leaving us to ponder
whether it can ever truly be
reformed. Despite the numerous
reform proposals, the UN remains
mired in inefficiency and inaction.
This begs the question: Why has
meaningful reform proven to be an
elusive goal? The UN's problems are
manifold. First and foremost, its
decision-making processes are cum-
bersome and often gridlocked by the
veto power held by the five perma-
nent members of the Security
Council - the United States, Russia,
China, France, and the United
Kingdom. This power structure,
established in the aftermath of the
Second World War, is a relic of a
bygone era and undermines the prin-
ciples of equality and fairness.
Attempts to reform this system, such
as expanding the Security Council
or eliminating the veto power, have
been met with staunch resistance
from the nations that benefit from

the status quo.
One of the glaring challenges the

United Nations faces is the recurring
issue of member states not fulfilling
their financial obligations. Notably,
the United States, while being the
largest contributor to the UN budget,
has a history of arrears and under-
payments. This has often led to
financial crises within the organisa-
tion, hindering its ability to carry out
critical missions and projects.
Similarly, some other affluent
nations have been inconsistent in
meeting their dues. The reasons for
this inconsistency vary, including
disputes over the effectiveness of
certain UN programmes, domestic
political considerations, and debates
about the allocation of funds within
the organisation.

This financial instability not only
affects the UN's ability to respond to
global challenges promptly but also
undermines its credibility and inde-
pendence. The UN's dependency on
a small group of major contributors
leaves it vulnerable to their whims,
and it lacks a sustainable and equi-
table funding mechanism.
Furthermore, the UN's sprawling
bureaucracy and overlapping man-
dates among its various agencies
create inefficiencies that affect its
ability to address global challenges.
Reform proposals have called for
streamlining and consolidating these
agencies, but entrenched interests
and political manoeuvring have
stymied such efforts.

One notable example of overlap-
ping mandates among the United
Nations' specialised agencies is the
case of food security and agricultur-

al development. The United Nations
has multiple agencies responsible
for addressing these issues, includ-
ing the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO), the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), and the World
Food Programme (WFP). While
each of these agencies serves a valu-
able purpose, their overlapping
mandates in food security and agri-
cultural development have often led
to inefficiencies and coordination
challenges. They all work to combat
hunger and improve agricultural
practices, but the duplication of
efforts can lead to the misallocation
of resources and a lack of a unified
approach. The United Nations also
struggles with credibility and
accountability. Its peacekeeping
missions have been marred by alle-
gations of sexual abuse and miscon-
duct by UN personnel, undermining
its moral authority. The lack of
transparency in decision-making
processes and the opacity of internal
investigations have eroded trust in
the institution.

Numerous reform proposals have
been put forth over the years, but
none have made significant head-
way. One proposal is to democratise
the Security Council by expanding
its membership and reducing or
eliminating veto powers. However,
powerful nations resist any dilution
of their influence. Another sugges-
tion is to establish a more equitable
and stable funding mechanism to
reduce the UN's financial depend-
ence on a few countries. Yet, donor
nations are reluctant to cede control
over their contributions. Efforts to

streamline the UN's bureaucracy
and improve coordination among its
agencies have also faced resistance.
The entrenched interests of those
within the system who benefit from
the status quo make it difficult to
enact meaningful reforms.

So, why has the UN not been
reformed, and why does it seem
unlikely to change in the near
future? The answer lies in the com-
plex interplay of geopolitics, power
dynamics, and the inherent flaws of
the institution itself. Powerful
nations are often unwilling to relin-
quish their advantages, and the fear
of losing influence on the global
stage outweighs their commitment
to a more effective and equitable
UN. Additionally, the UN's struc-
ture, designed in a different era,
makes reform a formidable chal-
lenge. Any meaningful change
requires the approval of member-
states, many of whom are resistant
to alterations that may diminish their
power or financial contributions.

Ultimately, the United Nations
faces a multitude of problems that
have hindered its ability to fulfil its
lofty goals. Despite numerous
reform proposals, the institution
remains trapped in a quagmire of
political interests, financial instabili-
ty, and bureaucratic inefficiency.
While the UN's mission is undeni-
ably important, its inability to adapt
and reform may lead us to question
whether it can ever truly be the
effective global institution it was
envisioned to be. To ensure a more
peaceful and just world, we must
continue to press for reform, even as
we acknowledge the formidable
obstacles in its path. 
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Why the UN has struggled
to reform and stay relevant

Kristian Alexander

T
HE prime minister's
pledge to "stop the boats"
has become an easy target

for ridicule. Small boats continue
to cross the English Channel in
near record numbers. More than
20,000 people have arrived on
Britain's shores this year, with
up to 500 people (sometimes
more) arriving on any given day.
In fact, the only boat that has
been stopped is the Bibby
Stockholm barge, commissioned
to house asylum seekers, after
legionella was found in its water
system - a perfect symbol for the
disastrous handling of this crisis.

It couldn't be clearer that the
government's plans aren't working.
Only weeks after saying the Illegal
Immigration Act will stop the
boats, the home secretary, Suella
Braverman, claimed yesterday that
the United Nations refugee con-
vention needs to be rewritten for
the asylum system to work. Doing
nothing is not an option. Asylum
seekers are risking, and occasional-
ly losing, their lives in dangerous
crossings. Criminal gangs are
thriving, profiting on the trade in
human misery. Small boats have
become seen as a test for ensuring
control of Britain's borders.

But it's not enough to watch the
government make a mess of it.
Something must be done. It raises
the crucial question of how Labour
can succeed where the Tories have
failed. When I was asked by
Labour to look into possible solu-
tions, I considered the facts and

examined the root causes. There
were no small boats recorded
before 2018, but they exploded to
tens of thousands since 2020. Why
did the rise happen then?

The reasons behind the increase
in small boat crossings are many
and complex. But I found that a
significant factor is the UK exiting
a returns policy with the EU called
the Dublin regulation. The deal
meant that anyone coming across
illegally could be returned to the
first EU country they had entered.
The arrangement was never "a
panacea": not everyone who could
be returned was removed, and
sometimes the UK received more
migrants than it sent away. For this
reason, some critics claim the
returns policy didn't work because
it did not remove migrants in large
numbers.

These critics ignore the returns
policy's role as a deterrent. The
Home Office referred to these
migrants as "clandestines" because
they travelled clandestinely, as
detection at any time meant possi-
ble removal. When there was a
returns policy, overall numbers
were low and there were no small
boats. Yet when the government
got Brexit done, it chose to surren-
der that policy. This wasn't neces-
sary because there are non-EU
countries such as Norway and
Switzerland that have the returns
deal that we needlessly, and
wrongfully, gave up.

But the implications were pre-
dictable, as I noted even before the
EU referendum. If people couldn't
be easily returned, more would
attempt dangerous crossings in the
knowledge that removing them
would be difficult, maybe impossi-
ble, as some refugees have attested.
Tragically, my prediction has come
true and small boat crossings have
grown from none to about 46,000
people a year in just five years.
Keir Starmer's Labour is right to
see a new returns agreement with
the EU as critical to actually stop-
ping the boats. There were no small
boats when we had a deal, and hav-
ing it again would make every dif-
ference.

The government can't criticise
this plan with a straight face.
Rishi Sunak boasts that the num-
ber of Albanians in small boats
has plummeted this year. The rea-
son why is that the UK struck a
returns deal with Albania.
Anyone coming can now be sent
back, so new arrivals have quick-
ly dried up. Their own arrange-
ment shows it works. Since all
small boats are coming from the
EU, an EU deal is necessary - and
it makes sense (and saves more
taxpayer money) to send those
from France back to France or
other safe EU states.

I would best describe Keir
Starmer's approach as competence
with compassion. We need to act to
save lives and work with our allies

to ensure those who require asylum
protection receive it as soon as
practically possible. A cross-border
issue requires cross-border cooper-
ation. As an immigrant, I want an
end to the anti-migrant rhetoric that
neither brings the Labour party nor
our country together. This is in
stark contrast to Sunak's approach,
which has been a series of unwork-
able and divisive gimmicks contin-
ually backfiring, while blowing a
hole through public finances.

The most awkward part for the
government is they were warned
repeatedly by Labour since 2017
about the impact of leaving the EU
returns policy. The government
claimed it might seek a new deal,
but in the end surrendered any such
hope. Today we pay the price, but
it's a mistake that Starmer has
promised not to repeat. Labour is
in opposition for the time being,
but a general election victory in
2024 would give Starmer a new
mandate to reassert Britain on the
world's stage and strike a returns
deal after 13 years of decline and
distrust under the Tories.

The small boats must be
stopped. But a returns policy - cou-
pled with a crackdown on the crim-
inal gangs - is the only formula for
success. As Conservatives become
increasingly shrill in writing
Labour's strategy off, it's a sure
sign the government is existential-
ly rattled that Starmer has adopted
a policy formula that will actually
work. 
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I advised Starmer on his plan to ‘stop the
boats’. This is why Labour’s policy will work

Thom Brooks

H
AS the existing
global order out-
lived its relevance?

This is a common question
asked not just by elites but
even by any thinking indi-
vidual across the world.
Never have we witnessed
such incoherent and inef-
fective global governance
as what we experienced
during the COVID-19
pandemic. In the face of
our vulnerability against
the novel coronavirus and
a gamut of other common
challenges, the global
leadership tasked to
address the pressing con-
cerns is nowhere to be
seen. The pandemic of the
century only left us with a
heavily fragmented world
scene with dysfunctional
global institutions.

While we are still reeling
from the pandemic-induced
economic fallout, the vari-
ous global exigencies have
never ceased to take a
heavy toll on our planet. Yet
the prognosis for multilater-
al cooperation continues to
look bleak. The reigning
hegemon, holding sway
over global governance for
the past seven decades,
since the end of World War
II, is more obsessed with
the anguish of possible dis-
placement as the sole global
leader than anything else
deemed threatening our
very survival. Ideological
lines are deliberately drawn
with such binaries as
"democracy versus authori-
tarianism". Nonetheless, its
thinly veiled intention of
isolating and alienating
China from the rest of the
world does not obscure the
dire need for addressing the
immediate global concerns.
In reality, no amount of
hubris and rhetoric can save
the day without concerted
efforts by the international
community. Perhaps that's
why many developing
countries, in their quest for
development and solutions
to the pressing problems,
have resorted to what can
be termed as "mini-lateral-
ism".

Since unilateralism has
been rearing its ugly head
while existential exigencies
are escalating to a near cat-
astrophic level in the
absence of effective inter-
vention at sight, "mini-lat-
eralism" presents the only
viable alternative. It is not
at all a new concept. It has
been resurrected from
oblivion at a time when
major powers are playing a
relatively passive role in
spearheading initiatives to
tackle common challenges.

To many small and devel-
oping countries of the
Global South, "mini-lateral-
ism" is a diplomatic archi-
tecture characterized by its
emphasis on shared inter-
ests instead of shared values
or ideological alignment.
As such, it allows countries
to collaborate on critical
issues without having to
agree on everything or
holding the same world-
view. In recent years, it has
been gaining prominence,
as it is a flexible and inno-
vative approach to diploma-
cy, particularly in terms of
tackling global challenges
such as climate change,
global healthcare and food
security. As more nation
states seek to form partner-
ships and coalitions to help
them address shared chal-
lenges concertedly "mini-
lateralism" has become
their natural choice. It may
give rise to sub-regional
cooperation mechanisms
such as the Lancang-
Mekong cooperation mech-
anism that involves China,
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar and Vietnam,
where the remarkable
results over the past seven
years have made it a verita-
ble "golden example" of
regional cooperation.

The flexibility and adapt-
ability of "mini-lateralism"
may also open the door to
new cross-continental con-
figurations or formats of
cooperation which were
previously unimaginable.
The Mangrove Alliance for
Climate launched by the
United Arab Emirates with
Indonesia and five other
countries at the UN Climate
Change Conference in
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, in
November last year is an
apt example illustrating
this. The "mini-lateral"
alliance is intended to
strengthen the preservation
and rehabilitation of man-
grove ecosystems. Parallel
to this, "mini-lateralism"
also allows mid-level pow-
ers in the Global South to
harness their diplomatic
outreach for mitigating
common challenges. A case
in point is the International
Solar Alliance, formed in
2015 with its headquarters
in India. The ISA is a coali-
tion of nearly 120 countries
that serves as a collabora-
tive platform for ensuring
energy security and driving
energy transition among
member states by helping
them develop low-carbon
growth trajectories. While
small and vulnerable nation

states are seeking "mini-lat-
eral" partnerships to have
their priorities addressed,
"mini-lateralism" is not
meant to help only the least-
developed and small island
developing states. Even
developed countries are
resorting to "mini-lateral-
ism".

In recent years, it has
become the favoured form
of the security cooperation
for the United States in the
Asia-Pacific region. The
revival of the Quad (a secu-
rity partnership among the
US, India, Japan and
Australia) in 2017 and the
formation of a military pact,
A U K U S ( c o m p r i s i n g
Australia, the United
Kingdom and the US) in
2021, both with cross-conti-
nental membership, are
examples of this trend. The
US further extended it to
the economic front with the
announcement of the "Indo-
Pacific Economic
Framework" which is part
of its "Indo-Pacific strate-
gy" designed to target
China. In other words,
"mini-lateralism" can also
be weaponized as a geopo-
litical tool through forming
selective and exclusionary
alliances to target others.
Washington may seek to
justify the inception of the
IPEF in the name of ensur-
ing resilience of supply
chains. But the exclusion of
China, touted with its com-
plete range of industrial
supply chains, from the
framework is by itself a
travesty of multilateralism
as inclusivity is conspicu-
ously not in place. After all,
inclusivity is the bedrock of
multilateral cooperation.

In the interest of improv-
ing global governance, the
reigning superpower is
expected to provide coher-
ent global leadership with
coordinated emergency
response in times of global
crisis. On the contrary, by
resorting to hostile exclu-
sionary "mini-lateral" part-
nerships, the superpower
will only exacerbate the
trust deficit in global gover-
nance. In this context, the
US' misplaced "mini-later-
alism" is virtually doing a
great disservice to the mul-
tilateralism underpinning
the global order. Amid the
evolving world order,
"mini-lateralism" may com-
plement multi-lateralism for
common good, but it is cer-
tainly not designed to sub-
stitute the latter, much less a
wedge to be driven by the
insidious hegemon in the
web of global cooperation
and solidarity.

Can ‘mini-lateralism’
improve global 

governance?
Ong Tee Keat 

T
HE 1945 Attlee
Labour gov-
ernment faced the

daunting task of rebuild-
ing Britain's battered
post-war economy
against the backdrop of
a rising Soviet threat
and emerging Cold War.
It is proudly remem-
bered for founding the
NHS, making the UK the
first country in the
world to provide free
healthcare for all its citi-
zens. But just as Aneurin
Bevan created the NHS
to be the heart of
Britain's new era of
social security, so Ernest
Bevin established Nato
and our UK nuclear pro-
gramme as its strong
arm for a new era of
national security. 

This is our party's her-
itage. We're proud of it.
And with Keir Starmer,
our commitment to Nato
and the UK's nuclear
deterrent - maintained on
behalf of Nato allies - is
unshakeable.

Our joint visit to
Washington DC last week
- for meetings in the
White House, State
Department, Pentagon and
Congress - reinforced the
seriousness and scale of
the challenges Labour
aims to inherit after the
election. 

The world has become
less stable and more dan-
gerous since we served as
ministers in the Blair and
Brown governments.
Putin's bloody war in
Ukraine confirms we face
a dictator ready to use
military force to redraw
the map of Europe, while
his irresponsible nuclear
rhetoric continues to be a
cause for concern. China
is increasingly assertive in
its neighbourhood and
expanding its military
reach in all domains. Iran
continues to breach the
enrichment limits of the
JCPOA nuclear deal in

pursuit of its nuclear pro-
gramme, while North
Korea threatens Britain's
friends like Japan and
South Korea.

We must be sober about
the threats we face, and
honest about the state of
our Armed Forces.
Concerns have been grow-
ing among allies about the
UK fulfilling its Nato
obligations, with the for-
mer defence secretary Ben
Wallace telling the
Commons earlier this year
that Conservative govern-
ments have "hollowed out
and underfunded" our
Armed Forces since 2010.
Over the last 13 years, our
Army has been cut to the
smallest size since the
days of Napoleon. In gov-
ernment, Labour will
chart a new direction for
UK foreign and defence
policy that ensures our
Armed Forces are proper-
ly strengthened to keep
our country safe. During
our first year, we will
undertake a strategic
defence and security
review and, within our
first 100 days, we will
conduct a "Nato test" on
major programmes to
ensure our Nato commit-
ments are fulfilled in full.

One constant that con-
tinues to underwrite our
national security is
Britain's nuclear deterrent.
Labour's commitment to
our independent nuclear
deterrent is total. Labour
will build the four new
submarines at Barrow and
undertake the future
upgrades necessary to
maintain our continuous
at-sea deterrence. For
seven decades, this inde-
pendent, credible deter-
rent has protected the UK
and our allies 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year. As a
P5 UN Security Council
member, we also want to
see Britain doing more to

lead efforts to secure
strategic arms limita-

tion and multilateral disar-
mament. We're a party
with deep pride in forging
international law and
security - the Geneva
Conventions, Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights, Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty and
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty were all signed by
Labour prime ministers.

Britain's security
depends on well-estab-
lished foundations but it
also relies on fresh
approaches to the
alliances of our future.
American friends
described the Aukus
agreement between the
UK, US and Australia as a
"once- in -a -genera t ion
opportunity" for all three
nations, but there's a wor-
rying lack of leadership
and vision from the
British Government. Nato
will remain the corner-
stone of European security
but Labour's proposed
UK-EU security pact will
complement our existing
alliances in Nato through
new foreign and defence
policy cooperation, with
regular EU-UK summits
and structured dialogue to
tackle Europe's shared
threats in areas like cyber,
energy security and organ-
ised crime.

In this more divided
world, keeping the peace
demands both strong
deterrence and vigorous
diplomacy in equal meas-
ure. Sound defence policy
is sound foreign policy.
That is why we have joint-
ly visited Ukraine, the US,
Germany, Belgium and
Singapore in the last 18
months; and we plan to
continue such joint visits
if Labour enters govern-
ment next year. Together,
we are determined to sup-
port our armed forces,
strengthen Nato and revi-
talise our diplomacy. 

Nuclear deterrent part
of Labour’s heritage

David Lammy & John Healey
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ISLAMABAD: The Board
of Directors of Oil & Gas
Development Company
Limited (OGDCL), in its
meeting held on September
28, 2023, at Islamabad,
announced the financial
results for the year ended
June 30, 2023, of fiscal
year 2022-23. Net sales
revenue clocked at Rs.
413.594 billion, translating
to profit after tax of Rs.
224.617 billion, showing
an increase of 59 percent
compared to a profit of Rs.
133.783 billion in the same
period of last year and earn-
ings per share of the com-
pany clocked at Rs. 52.23
from Rs. 31.11.

The Board of Directors
announced the final cash
dividend for the year 2022-
2023 on the basis of
accounts for the period
ended June 30, 2023 @
2.75 per share i.e., 27.50
percent. This is an addition
to interim dividends

already paid @ Rs.5.80 per
share, i.e. 58 percent to its
shareholders. The dividend
will be paid to the share-
holders whose names will
appear in the Register of
Members on Wednesday,
October 18, 2023. The
share transfer books of the
company will be closed
from Thursday, October 19,
2023, to Thursday, October
26, 2023.

During the period under
review, the company paid
Rs. 159.154 billion on
account of Taxation. The

annual general meeting
(AGM) of shareholders of
the company will held on
Thursday, October 26,
2023, at 09.00 hours in
Islamabad. On the explo-
ration and development
side, the company recorded
significant enhancements in
seismic efforts and drilling
activities. The Board of
Directors appreciated the
efforts of the management
for taking effective steps for
the implementation of the
company’s aggressive
exploration program.
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LAHORE: The excitement
is palpable as Lahore gears
up for the 11th annual
Women Entrepreneurs’
Exhibition, WEXNET
2023, at the Lahore Expo
Center. The much-antici-
pated event is set to open its
doors to the public tomor-
row (Saturday) from 10
AM to 10 PM.

The Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) has been steadfast
in its commitment to sup-
port women-led businesses
through a variety of initia-
tives, with WEXNET being
a prominent showcase of
their efforts. Each year,
TDAP brings together
women entrepreneurs from
all corners of Pakistan to
participate in this event,
emphasizing gender inclu-
sivity on a national scale. 

This year’s theme,
“Empowering Women
through Entrepreneurship,”
underscores the importance
of women’s economic
empowerment and the con-
tributions to the national

economy.
WEXNET 2023 promis-

es to be a shopping extrav-
aganza on discounted
prices, featuring a diverse
array of products from
women-led businesses
across the country.
Shoppers can expect to find
a wide range of items,
including home decor,
beauty products, textiles,
gems and jewelry, shoes
and bags, dry fruits, herbal
products, cosmetics, and
much more. 

Renowned organizations
also joined TDAP for
empowering women,like
Daachi Foundation,The
COTHM Culinary Institute,
PSEB, Sanat Zaar,
SMEDA, USAID-ERDA
are prominently featured,
offering a unique shopping
experience for visitors.

Adding to the excite-
ment, the event will host
cooking competitions fea-
turing Chef Gulzar and a
delectable food court.
Beyond shopping and gas-
tronomic delights,
WEXNET 2023 boasts a
vibrant entertainment line-

up, including cultural
shows, seminars, work-
shops, and a dedicated
kids’ play area, making it
an ideal destination for
families.

One of the most appeal-
ing aspects of WEXNET
2023 is its accessibility to
the public. Entry to this
three-day event at the
Lahore Expo Center is
absolutely free for families,
ensuring that everyone has
the opportunity to partake
in the excitement.

This year’s event has
already generated buzz
and anticipation, with
influential bloggers and
celebrities, including Iqra
Aziz and Jannat Mirza,
eagerly promoting the
exhibition. This weekend
promises to be thrilling in
Lahore, and WEXNET
2023 is a must-visit desti-
nation for all.

Join us at WEXNET
2023, where entrepreneur-
ship meets empowerment,
and together, we celebrate
the achievements and
potential of women-led
businesses in Pakistan.

Fareeha Riaz

I
am writing to express
my deep concern about
the severe and far-reach-

ing consequences of the
high inflation rates that our
country is currently experi-
encing. While inflation is
primarily viewed as an eco-
nomic issue, it is essential
to recognize the profound
impact it can have on the
mental health of individuals
and communities.

Tragically, the strain
imposed by high inflation
rates has, in some

instances, contributed to a
rise in mental health issues
and in the most heart-
wrenching cases, suicidal
tendencies. The emotional
toll of struggling to make
ends meet and the fear of an
uncertain financial future
can be overwhelming.

Raise Awareness: Work
with government agencies,
mental health organiza-
tions, and the media to raise
awareness about the link
between inflation and men-
tal health. Educating the
public about available sup-
port services is crucial.

Mental Health Support:
Allocate resources to
expand mental health serv-
ices, particularly those
accessible to vulnerable
populations. Ensuring that
individuals in distress can
access professional help is
of utmost importance.

Economic Relief
Measures: Advocate for
policies and initiatives that
aim to stabilize the econo-
my and control inflation.
By addressing the root
causes, we can alleviate
some of the stressors con-
tributing to mental health

challenges.
Community Outreach:

Organize community-
based programs and sup-
port networks to assist
individuals and families
facing financial difficul-
ties. Local initiatives can
provide much-needed
assistance and foster a
sense of belonging.

It is vital that we ackno-
wledge the profound conse-
quences of high inflation
rates on mental health and
take proactive steps to miti-
gate the suffering it can
cause.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Special
Assistant to the Prime
Minister (SAPM) on Ove-
rseas Pakistanis & Human
Resource Development
Jawad Sohrab Malik has
assured International
Labour Organization (ILO)
and European Union (EU)
that Pakistan is resolute to
fulfill its commitments with
regard to compliance of fun-
damental labour standards
which include elimination
child & forced labour, free-
dom of association and gen-
der discrimination. 
He was speaking as a Chief
Guest at the launch of
National Report on the
General Scheme of
Preferences Plus (GSP+) at
Marriott Hotel Islamabad
organized by Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis &
Human Resource Devel-
opment with the support of
ILO and EU. 

The SAPM on
OP&HRD Jawad Sohrab

Malik reiterated that we are
cognizant of the challenges
concerning labour rights
and committed to overcom-
ing them. 

Pakistan is on a journey
to becoming an ethical and
responsive global partner
and the GSP+ is a critical
part of that journey to
which we remain fully ded-
icated, he added. He also
emphasized for close coop-
eration and coordination
amongst all partners to
comply with international
convention of labour rights
successfully for uninter-
rupted benefits from the
GSP+ status which is
imperative for export of our
goods to EU countries. 

The GSP+ is a special
incentive arrangement by
the European Union for
sustainable development
and good governance that
supports venerable devel-
opment countries. 

Countries grated GSP+
status are required to ratify
and compliance with 27

international conventions
including labour rights and
the Pakistan has already
ratified all these 27 core
international conventions.
This has enabled Pakistan
to export goods to the
European Union while ben-
efiting from reduced or
zero import duties. 

The event was attended
by Geir Tonstol, ILO Cou-
ntry Director for Pakistan,
and Dr. Stephen Langrell,
Head of Rural Developm-
ent and Economic Coop-
eration of EU Delegation to
Pakistan. Speaking on the
occasion, the Country
Director ILO to Pakistan
assured to providing techni-
cal assistance to the
Government of Pakistan in
undertaking the required
reforms to meet GSP+ con-
ditionalities. 

The senior officers of
Federal Government Mini-
stries and officers of the
concerned provincial gov-
ernments also attended the
event.
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PESHAWAR: During the
ongoing crackdown against
gas pilferers, SNGPL con-
tinued raids in Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Islamabad, disconnecting
another 235 connections
while imposing fine of Rs.
3.38521 million and 347
under billing cases
processed 

In Lahore, the regional
team disconnected twenty-
three connections on illegal
use of gas, another three on
use of compressor and 26
Commercial meters under
billing cases processed and
also Rs0.360 million boo-
ked against under Billing. 

In Bahawalpur, the
regional team disconnected
four connections on use of
compressor while another
22 against illegal use of gas
and Rs 0.03 Million has
been booked against under
billing. 

The company discon-
nected 28 connections on
illegal use of gas and one
booked against under
billing in Multan. The
regional team imposed fine
of Rs 0.078 Million volume
against gas theft and Rs
0.057 Million booked
against under billing. 

In Sheikhupura, Twenty
one connections were dis-
connected by the region
and 05 under billing cases
have been processed and
the regional team also
imposed fine of Rs 0.078
million against theft and Rs
0.057 million against under

billing.
In Peshawar, the compa-

ny disconnected 70 connec-
tions on illegal use of gas
and meter tempering. 

The regional team also
booked Rs 0.54821 million
against gas theft. 

In Rawalpindi the
regional team disconnected
six gas connections while
01 under billing case has
been processed and 151
HM3 volume has been
booked against under
billing cases while impos-
ing fine of Rs. 0.6 Million
booked against under
billing cases. SNGPL’s
team in Mardan 14 fake,
tampered meters removed,
100 domestic under billing
cases processed and 210

HM3 volume booked
against domestic under
billing cases and 58 HM3
volume has been booked
against gas theft while
imposing fine of Rs 0.416
million.

In Sialkot, the company
disconnected five connec-
tions against illegal use of
gas, 04 on the use of com-
pressor and RS 0.33
Million booked against
under billing. 

ln Sargodha 24 under
billing cases processed 01
meter disconnected on ille-
gal use of gas and Rs.0.53
Million booked against
under billing. 

The regional team in
Gujranwala 03 meters were
disconnected on the use of
compressor and 03 remo-
ved on illegal use of gas. 

The region also imposed
fine of Rs. 0.301 million on

gas theft and under billing
cases.

In Gujrat, two connec-
tions were disconnected on
illegal use of gas. The com-
pany disconnected 14 con-
nections on illegal use of
gas and 156 under billing
cases have been processed
in Islamabad. 

In Sahiwal, six connec-
tions were disconnected on
illegal use of connection. 

The regional team in
Faisalabad 16 under billing
cases processed and 04 dis-
connected on illegal use of
gas and another 02 on the
use of compressor.
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PESHAWAR: Fuad Ishaq
and Sanaullah were elected
unopposed as president and
senior vice president of the
Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry for
next term 2023-24.

This announcement was
made during the executive
committee meeting of the
chamber, chaired by the
SCCI acting President Ijaz
Khan Afridi here at the
chamber’s house on
Thursday.

Leader of Businessman
Forum former senator Ilyas
Ahmad Bilour was present
during the meeting.

Former FPCCI president
Ghazanfar Bilour, former
presidents Zahidullah Shin-
wari, Zulfiqar Ali Khan,
Engr Maqsood Anwar
Pervaiz, Faiz Muhammad
Faizi, former senior vice
presidents Engr Saad Khan
Zahid, Imran Khan
Mohmand, former vice
presidents Haji Abdul Jalil
Jan, Abidullah Yousafzai,
members of the chamber’s
executive committee Javed
Akhtar, Pervez Khan
Khattak, Haji Ghulam
Hussain, S Minhajuddin,
Farhad Asfandyar, Affaf Ali

Khan, Hamza Ibrahim Butt,
Monawar Khurshid, Kashif
Amin, Qurat Ul Ain and
Nadeem Rauf, Saddar Gul,
Faiz Rasool, Fazal Wahid.

During the meeting,
Muhammad Ismail was
elected unopposed through
Co-option as member of the
chamber’s executive com-
mittee as the seat had fallen
vacant after the death of his
father and executive mem-
ber Laal Badshah.

Senior leader of the busi-
nessman forum Ilyas Ahmad
Bilour during his opening
remarks in the meeting
extended heartfelt felicita-
tion to Fuad Ishaq,
Sanaullah and Muhammad
Ismail for being elected
unopposed as president, sen-
ior vice president and mem-
ber of executive committee
of the SCCI respectively.

Under visionary and
dynamic leadership of Fuad
Ishaq, the SCCI office bear-
ers and executive members
will perform responsibili-
ties efficiently and serve
the business community
selflessly and in an efficient
manner and would also
play a pivotal role in the
chamber’s further progress,
betterment and advance-
ment, he hoped.

Ilyas Bilour said Fuad
Ishaq is a highly experi-
enced businessman with
countless skills through
which business community
grievances and issues
would be addressed in an
appropriate way. 

Furthermore, he hoped
SCCI’s newly elected
office bearers under a team
will work as a team with
full dedication, hard work
for putting the chamber on
sustainable progress, stabil-
ity and betterment.

While speaking on the
occasion, the newly elected
president Fuad Ishaq
extremely thanked busi-
nessman forum leader Ilyas
Ahmad Bilour, ex-FPCCI
chief Ghazanfar Bilour,
members of core committee
and executive body, former
presidents for reposing trust
on him and electing him
unopposed as president of
the SCCI.

He promised that he will
try his best to come up to
the expectations of the
leadership and members
and the business communi-
ty and will not disappoint
them.

Fuad Ishaq vowed he
along with his team will
work under a new vision

and passion with unflinch-
ing support of the business
community and trade and
industries and put the
chamber on further
advancement and improve-
ment. 

The newly elected presi-
dent assured that close liai-
son will be built between
the chamber and relevant
government departments
and authorities to resolve
the issues of the business
community promptly.

Fuad Ishaq said the
doors of the chamber will
always remain open for the
business community.

Earlier, the former presi-
dent Zahidullah Shinwari
presented the annual budget
for 2023-24, which was
approved by the house with
full unanimity.

Former presidents of the
chamber congratulated the
newly elected office bearers.

At the opening of the
meeting, fateha khawani
was held for departed souls
of executive member Laal
Badshah and former execu-
tive member Sabir Saraf,
Haji Abdul Rauf Sahib who
was the father of the former
president Adeel Rauf, and
uncle of vice president of
the chamber Ijaz Khan.
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Shipping activity 
at Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Tree ships namely, Maersk Pelepas,
X-Press Bardsey and Sunray carrying Containers and
Mogas, berthed at Container Terminal and FOTCO Oil
Terminal respectively on Wednesday.

Meanwhile two more ships,Seaspan Ganges and APL
Le Havre with Containers also arrived at outer anchorage
of the port during last 24 hours.

A total of eight ships were engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of them, four ships,X-Press
Bardsey, MSC Greenwich, Maersk Pelepas and Hafnia
Tanzanite left the port on today morning, while another
bulk carrier KaptaDimitros is expected to sail on
Thursday.

Cargo throughput of 162,544tonnes, comprising
113,737 tonnes imports cargo and 48,807 tonnes export
cargo, including containerized cargo carried in 3,990
Containers (1,119 TEUs Imports and 2,871 TEUs export)
was handled at the port during last 24 hours.

There are ten ships at Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them two ships, Yankul and ALP LE
Havre & another ship’Singapore’ carrying Palm oil and
Containers are expected to take berths at Liquid
Terminal and Containers Terminal respectively on
Thursday, while two more container ships, SSL
Mumbai and Suape Express are due to arrive at Port
Qasim on Friday.

PSX loses
132 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed bearish trend on
Thursday, losing 132.45
points, showing negative
change of 0.29 per cent,
closing at 46,232.59 points
against 46,365.04 points
the previous day. 

A total of 177,617,061
shares valuing Rs.6.932
billion were traded during
the day as compared to
177,497,178 shares valuing
Rs.6.928 billion the previ-
ous day. As many as 327
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market;
122 of them recorded gains
and 183 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
22 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were Oil and
Gas Dev. with 10,868,813
shares at Rs.96.46 per
share, WorldCall Telecom
with 9,629,472 shares at
Rs.1.14 per share and
Agritech Limited with
9,567,000 shares at Rs.8.56
per share. 

JDW Sugar witnessed a
maximum increase of
Rs.24.00 per share price,
closing at Rs.374.00,
whereas the runner-up was
Highnoon (Lab) with a
Rs.12.66 rise in its per
share price to Rs.379.91. 

Nestle Pakistan wit-
nessed a maximum decre-
ase of Rs.42.79 per share
closing at Rs.7,100.00, fol-
lowed by Small Ind with a
Rs.40.69 decline to close at
Rs.650.00.

Rupee gains
Rs1.02

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on
Thursday witnessed the
18th consecutive recovery
session as it gained Rs 1.02
against the US dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs287.73 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs288.75.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs286.15 and Rs289
respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by Rs 2.59 to
close at Rs302.44 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs305.03, according to SBP.

The Japanese Yen came
down by 01 paisa to close
at Rs1.92, whereas a
decrease of 88 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs349.86
as compared to the last
closing of Rs350.74.

Tokyo stocks close lower
TOKYO (AFP/APP): Tokyo stocks closed lower on
Thursday, led by tech shares as investors remained wary
of further US rate hikes.

The benchmark Nikkei 225 index dropped 1.54 per-
cent, or 499.38 points, to end at 31,872.52, while the
broader Topix index fell 1.43 percent, or 34.02 points, to
2,345.51.

The Japanese market “extended the trend in US trade
where economic cycle-sensitive and high-tech shares
were under pressure from soaring yields in 10-year US
bonds”, Iwai Cosmo Securities said.

ISLAMABAD: SAPM on OP&HRD Jawad Sohrab Malik speaking at launching ceremony of National
Report on the General Scheme of Preferences Plus.

Fuad elected unopposed
as president of SCCI

In the court of Fasih
Rehman civil judge
III/illaqa Qazi kabal district
Swat. case# 3/6. Institution
3/2/2023. Next Hearing
date.11/10/2023. Gul
Zameen s/o toor Sam
etc.VS Amer Nawab etc.
Notice to Heirs 3/1.Mst
Wahid zada 3/2 jamila zada
3/3 Mst. Aisha zada
3/4.Mst. khista zada.
Daughter’s Mst. Nazak
aliya widow of sher zada
r/o Aligrama tehsil kabal
district Swat. Whereas the
above named cannot be
served in ordinary manner
it is therefore proclaimed
or through dually author-
ized agent or pleader in the
court on 11/10/2023. at
8.30 am. Ex-parte proceed-
ing will be initiated against
you. Seal of the court.

Court Notice
In the court of Amjid

ullah civil judge II/ judge
family court kabal district
Swat. Case #. 92/2 institu-
tion 20/12/2022. Next
Hearing date. 12/10/2023.
Mst. Taj Meena w/o lal
zada VS Amer Rehman etc.
Notice to. #33. Lal syed 34.
Muhammad syed khan 35.
mian gul son’s Malang 37.
Abdul Haleem s/o
Muhammad Jan r/o shah
Dheri tehsil kabal district
Swat. Presently Abroad.
Whereas the above named
cannot be served in ordi-
nary manner it is therefore
proclaimed or through
dually authorized agent or
pleader in the court on
12/10/2023. at 8.30 am.
Ex-parte proceeding will
be initiated against you.
Seal of the court.

Court Notice

In the Court of Sadia Ali
Civil Judge-IV, Bannu Suit
No. 184/1 Institution
04.07.2023 Next date of
hearing is 09.10.2023. Case
title: Shakir Ullah Khan etc
vs Banaras etc. To:
Defendant No. 02 Mr.
Fazal Mahmood Khan Son
of Ghulam Sher Khan R/O
Mumbati Barakzai Bannu
presently abroad. The
defendants are informed
through this notice to
appear in this court on
09.10.2023. After this no
excuse would be accepted
and ex-parte proceedings
shall be initiated against
you. Given under my hand
and seal of this court.

Court Notice

Impact of inflation on mental health

Gas theft crackdown:

235 connections disconnected;
Rs3.38521 million fine imposed

National Report 
on GSP+ launched

TDAP to host showcase
of women-led businesses

OGDCL announces financial
results of fiscal 2022-23
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Trials of squash
players

SARGODHA (APP):
Under the Prime
Minister Youth
Programme, trials of
squash players for Talent
Hunt Youth Sports
League were held at
Squash Complex
Sargodha in which 149
players from across the
region participated on
Thursday. Participants
included 60 male and 89
female players. Chief
Selector Director Sports
Bahauddin Zakaria
University Multan
Madam Abida Khan said
the selected players
would be able to partici-
pate in Squash Hunt
Youth Sports League,
being held in Multan.
She said the aim of the
league was to develop
skills of squash players
all-over the country.
President Sports
Journalists Association
Sargodha Malik Tariq
Awan, Director Sports
Sargodha University
Maher Ahmad Khan
Kharl and Madam
Shazia were also present.

Spanish police
raid referee offices
Barcelona (Agencies):
Spanish police raided
the offices of the refer-
ees' committee as part of
an investigation into
Barcelona's alleged cor-
rupt payments to an offi-
cial. Barcelona face
charges of corruption
over payments made to
Jose Maria Enriquez
Negreira, a former vice-
president of the commit-
tee, in return for
favourable refereeing
decisions. Uefa is also
investigating the matter.
Barcelona deny any
wrongdoing and no
arrests were made dur-
ing the search in Madrid.
The Spanish Civil
Guard searched the
Spanish Technical
Committee of Referees
(CTA) headquarters on
Thursday. BBC Sport
has been told that the
judge presiding over the
case demanded docu-
mentation from the
CTA. This was not sent,
which prompted the
raid. The initial criminal
investigation was
brought by the
Barcelona public prose-
cutor's office in March,
with European football's
governing body Uefa
launching its own inves-
tigation shortly after. It
is alleged that Barcelona
paid 8.4m euros (£7.4m)
to Negreira and his
Dasnil 95 company. The
payments were initially
investigated as part of a
tax probe into the com-
pany run by Negreira.
Barcelona made pay-
ments to the company
totalling a reported 1.4m
euros (£1.2m) between
2016 and 2018, and paid
Negreira about 7m euros
(£6.2m) between 2001
and 2018, the year he
left his role with the ref-
erees' committee.
Barcelona acknowl-
edged they had paid
Dasnil 95, which it
described as "an external
technical consultant", to
compile video reports
on referees "with the
aim of complementing
the information required
by the coaching staff". 

Cricketer found
not guilty of rape
C O L O M B O
(Agencies): A Sri
Lankan cricketer
accused of raping a
woman while in
Australia for the T20
WC has been found not
guilty. Danushka
Gunathilaka, 32, was
accused of assaulting the
Sydney woman at her
home after a Tinder date
in November. Initially he
was charged with multi-
ple counts of rape, but
only one count of
stealthing - removing a
condom without consent
- proceeded to trial. The
case tested new laws
criminalising the act in
New South Wales
(NSW). During a four-
day trial in a NSW
District Court, the com-
plainant - who legally
cannot be named - said
she had only consented
to protected sex. She
said she did not see the
batsman remove the
condom, but saw it on
the floor shortly after the
intercourse ended. She
further alleged Mr
Gunathilaka had kissed
her "forcefully" and at
times choked her so hard
she feared for her life.
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan hockey team
earned its third consecu-
tive victory in the ongoing
19th Asian Games when it
downed Uzbekistan in the
extravaganza at Hangzhou,
China on Thursday.

According to details, the
Pakistan team clinched a
commanding victory over
Uzbekistan, triumphing by
a resounding 18-2 win in
their third pool match.

Right from the outset,
Pakistan established their
dominance on the field,
relentlessly slotting con-

secutive goals.
Impressively, they have

amassed a total of 34 goals
across their three pool
encounters thus far. Arbaaz
Ahmed showcased his
scoring prowess by netting
an impressive five goals,
closely followed by Rana
Waheed and Afraz, each
contributing three goals.

Umar Bhatta and Abdul
Rehman exhibited their
skill with two goals
apiece, while Arshad
Liaquat, Ruman Khan,
and Sufyan Khan each
notched one goal in their

remarkable performance
against Uzbekistan.

Pakistan’s team
remains steadfast in their
position at the top of the
points table in the hockey
competition, securing vic-
tories in all three of their
matches so far.

Trailing closely behind
was their formidable rival,
India, currently holding
the second spot, and Japan
in third place, both after
two matches.

The anticipation for an
electrifying encounter was
building up as the

Pakistan hockey team
gears up to clash against
their arch-rivals, India, in
their upcoming fourth
pool match scheduled for
September 30.

The competition boasts
a total of twelve partici-
pating teams, segregated
into two competitive
pools. Pool A comprises
teams from India, Japan,
Bangladesh, Singapore,
Uzbekistan, and Pakistan,
while Pool B, includes
Korea, Malaysia, China,
Oman, Thailand, and
Indonesia. 

Pakistan beat Uzbekistan to
in Asian Games hockey

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Men’s FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualifiers which
was earlier withdrawn from
Pakistan, would now be
hosted by Oman from
January 15 to 21, 2024.

Oman, had already
expressed an interest to bid
at an early stage to host the
event, during the bidding
phase, said a press release.

The other three FIH
Hockey Olympic Qualifiers
would be played in China
(Women’s – January 15-21,
2024) and Spain (Women’s
and Men’s – January 13-21).

A total of 6 Women’s and
as many Men’s teams would
qualify for Paris 2024
through these FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualifiers, for
which the participating
teams from Oceania and
Europe are already known.

Australia and the
Netherlands (Women’s and
Men’s) have already secured
their spot at the Paris 2024
hockey Olympic tourna-
ments by winning the 2023
Oceania Cup and
EuroHockey Championships
respectively, therefore join-
ing hosts France.

The Asian Games – being
played currently in
Hangzhou, China – as well
as the upcoming Pan
American Games and
African Hockey Road to
Paris tournament will deter-
mine the remaining teams
qualifying directly for next
year’s Olympics (3
Women’s and as many
Men’s teams) as well as the
teams playing the FIH
Hockey Olympic Qualifiers.
The Paris 2024 hockey
Olympic tournaments would
take place from July 27 to
August 9 next year.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Seeded No.4 Pakistan pro-
duced a spectacular per-
formance to shock top seed
India and blow the race to
join Malaysia and Hong
Kong, China in the semi-
finals wide open on the
second day of the men’s
team event at the 19th
Asian Games in Hangzhou.

With today’s string
order 2-3-1, it was up to
19-year-old Noor Zaman
to lead out the 2010 cham-
pions, with the Peshawar
native impressing as he got
his side off to a perfect
start with a 3-1 win over
India’s Abhay Singh.

Indian No.1 Saurav
Ghosal, part of title-win-

ning 2014 side, quickly
restored parity with a 30-
minute 3-0 win against
Muhammad Asim Khan.

In a frenetic and tense
decisive match that wowed
the crowd at the Hangzhou
Olympic Sports Centre,
Nasir Iqbal was able to
complete the upset, with
the 29-year-old’s grit
under pressure helping him
to an 11-6, 13-11, 9-11, 11-
8 win over Mahesh
Mangaonkar.

“It’s a really proud
moment for me and my
country. We knew how
tough this India side is and
they’re playing very good
squash. We really prepared
ourselves for their level

and it’s a very happy
moment for me, my coun-
try and my boys,” said
Pakistan team manager
Fahim Gul.

That win for Pakistan
ensures a three-way fight
tomorrow for the two qual-
ifying positions at the top
of Pool A.

The pools stage of the
Hangzhou Asian Games
team squash events con-
cludes tomorrow,
September 28, with play
beginning at 12:30
(GMT+8). The semi-finals
would take place on
September 29 and finals on
September 30. The singles
and mixed doubles events
begin October 1.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan wheelchair cricket
team will leave for Nepal
on October 2 to participate
in the second edition of the
T20 Wheelchair Cricket
Asia Cup 2023, Pakistan
Wheelchair Cricket Council
(PWCC) said on Thursday.

The event will take place
from October 2 to 8 at the
neutral venue of Kathmandu,
Nepal. “A strong 15-mem-
ber Pakistan team will fea-
ture in the five-nation tour-
nament,” Rookhsana
Rajpoot, President of
PWCC told APP.

Teams from Pakistan,
India, Nepal, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka will partici-
pate in the Asia Cup.
Seasoned Muhammad
Zeeshan, who led Pakistan
to victory in the inaugural
edition in 2019 in Nepal, has
again been handed over the
reins of team’s stewardship.

The event, being hosted
by Pakistan was earlier
scheduled to be held in July
but was pushed to October
due to rainy season in
Kathmandu,” Rookhsana

said. “We wanted to hold
the event in Pakistan but
due to some travelling
issues of Indian team it was
decided to move it to Nepal.

Rookhsana said geo-
graphically Nepal was the
best destination for all the
participating teams to
arrive. She said the PWCC
would be responsible to
cover the event cost, while
Nepal’s National
Disability Sports for All
Organization (NDSO) and
Physically Challenged
Cricket Association of
Nepal (PCCAN) would
provide logistic support.
All the fixtures will be
held at Kathmandu’s Tu
International Cricket
Ground. Every day, there
will be two matches.

The opening match will
be held between Nepal and
Bangladesh on October 4,
while in the second on the
same day Sri Lanka will
face India. Pakistan will
launch their campaign
against Nepal on October 5,
whereas in the second
match of the day Nepal will

face Sri Lanka.
In their second match,

Pakistan will meet tradi-
tional rivals India on
October 6, while in the
other match of the day
Nepal will clash with Sri
Lanka. On October 7,
Bangladesh will meet India
in the first match of the day,
while in the second match
Pakistan will lock horns
with Sri Lanka. Similarly,
on October 8 Nepal will
compete against India in
the first match, whereas the
second match of the day
will be held between
Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

The top two teams on the
points table will advance to
the final, scheduled to be
held on October 9. Pakistan
team: Muhammad Zeeshan,
Muhammad Fiaz,
Muhammad Latif,
Muhammad Imran Ameen,
Sajid Ali Abbasi, Mozan
Nawaz, Ahmed Yar,
Umargul, Mohsin Thabel,
Muhammad Shahid, Misal
Khan, Muhammad Adnan,
Asif Nadeem, Zulfiqar
Swati, Khalid Shah.

ISLAMABAD (AFP): Just a
month ago, Pakistan were
riding high as the world’s
top-ranked ODI team and
one of the favourites to win
the World Cup in India.

But a crushing 228-run
defeat to arch-rivals India
and a narrow two-wicket
loss to Sri Lanka in the Asia
Cup have cast a shadow
over their prospects.

This unpredictability is
a constant feature for
Pakistan, who frequently
swing between highs and
lows. Adding to their chal-
lenges, the team suffered a
major blow with the loss of
key fast bowler Naseem
Shah, who was ruled out of
the World Cup with a
shoulder injury.

Nevertheless, team
director Mickey Arthur
remains optimistic. “Losing
a player of Naseem’s cali-
bre is a massive setback,”
Arthur told AFP. “But we
have a mix of experienced
and young bowlers who are
more than capable of step-
ping up to the challenge.”
To fill the void, Pakistan
have recalled experienced
pacer Hasan Ali, who has
regained fitness after finger
surgery last month.

Arthur, Pakistan’s head

coach at the 2019 World Cup
when they failed to make the
semi-finals, is confident the
team can bounce back from
recent disappointments.

“This is a very capable
team that can turn things
around. Remember that we
were ranked number one
before the Asia Cup, and
we’ve only lost two games,”
he said. “This team has the
potential to go all the way.”

The challenges facing the
team reflect the broader
issues plaguing Pakistan,
including a struggling econ-
omy, rampant inflation, and
political turmoil, with crick-
et legend Imran Khan, who
led Pakistan to their only
World Cup victory in 1992,
currently behind bars.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board has also seen instabil-
ity, with three different
chiefs in the last ten months
and current leader Zaka
Ashraf uncertain about his
position. On the field, Babar
Azam faces the dual chal-
lenge of lifting the team’s
performance and improving
his own much-criticized
captaincy. Despite being the
top-ranked ODI batter,
Azam had a lacklustre Asia
Cup, scoring just 207 runs in
four matches — 151 of those

came against Nepal.
However, Azam remains

confident that the team can
overcome its issues.

“Our preparation for the
World Cup is on track
despite our Asia Cup set-
backs,” he said. In addition
to concerns about spinners
Shadab Khan and
Mohammad Nawaz not tak-
ing enough wickets, opener
Fakhar Zaman — a specialist
in white-ball cricket — has
been struggling with form.

Zaman, the only Pakistan
batter to score a double cen-
tury in an ODI, managed just
65 runs in four Asia Cup
matches and was on the
brink of being dropped.

The middle-order, com-
prising wicketkeeper-batter
Mohammad Rizwan,
Iftikhar Ahmed, Agha
Salman, and Saud Shakeel,
needs to fire on all cylin-
ders if Pakistan hopes to
qualify for the semi-finals,
a stage they last reached in
2011. Despite these chal-
lenges, Pakistan remains a
formidable and unpre-
dictable team, capable of
upsetting expectations, par-
ticularly on slow and turn-
ing pitches in India, condi-
tions similar to those they
are accustomed to at home.

Oman to host FIH Hockey
Olympic qualifier

LONDON (Reuters):
Novak Djokovic has won
three out of the four Grand
Slams in 2023 and has no
plans of slowing down at
36, but the world number
one believes the future of
tennis is in good hands with
young gun Carlos Alcaraz
leading the way.

Djokovic's hopes of win-
ning all four Grand Slam
titles in the calendar year
were dashed at Wimbledon,
where he was beaten in five
sets by the 20-year-old
Alcaraz with the result
being hailed as the changing
of the guard in men's tennis.

But the Serbian bounced
back to beat Alcaraz in a
thrilling final at Cincinnati

before going on to claim a
record-equalling 24th
major at the U.S. Open ear-
lier this month.

"I think tennis, definitely
the future is looking good
with Carlos leading that
field," Djokovic told Sky
Sports during the All Star
Match in the build-up to
golf's 44th Ryder Cup.

"We've had some
thrilling encounters... This
year with the final at
Wimbledon and also
Roland Garros and
Cincinnati - that was one of
the best three-set matches
I've ever played.

"It's great for our sport
there are more rivalries
happening but rivalries

with Roger Federer and
Rafa Nadal particularly and
also with Andy Murray are
right up there for me."

Djokovic and Alcaraz
have split their four meet-
ings on tour and the veteran
hoped they would continue
having matches.

"Hopefully I'll play him
as many times as I played
the other guys and that will
mean I'll be playing for
years to come. But I doubt
that, let's see how it goes,"
Djokovic added.

"I've had a fantastic year.
Grand Slams are the ones
that count the most for me
at this point of my career,
they're the ones where I
want to play my best tennis.

Novak Djokovic praises
Carlos Alcaraz

FORT LAUDERDALE
(Agencies): The injured
Lionel Messi watched
from the stands as Inter
Miami lost 2-1 to Houston
Dynamo in the final of US
Open Cup.

Forward Messi, 36, was
substituted against Toronto
FC last week because of an
"old injury" and sat out
Miami's draw at Orlando
City on Monday.

Griffin Dorsey and an
Amine Bassi penalty put
Houston 2-0 up in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. Josef
Martinez scored a consola-

tion for Miami in stoppage
time.

Houston goalkeeper
Andrew Tarbell made
three saves as Dynamo
clinched their second US
Open Cup in five years.
Miami's Spain defender
Jordi Alba also missed the
game because of injury.

Miami manager Gerardo
Martino said Argentina
World Cup winner Messi's
return to full fitness was
the club's top priority.

"It was not prudent for
him to play. We couldn't
even consider playing him

for a few minutes because
we would be taking risks,"
said former Barcelona and
Argentina boss Martino.

Martino said Messi will
"certainly play before the
league is over".

The regular MLS sea-
son ends on 21 October,
with the play-offs taking
place from 25 October to 9
December.

Messi has scored 11
goals and provided five
assists for the MLS fran-
chise since joining in July
after his Paris St-Germain
contract expired.

Messi misses Inter Miami
cup final defeat

Dew factor
to make WC
interesting –
India coach

NEW DELHI (Agencies):
Excessive moisture on
the field at the Cricket
World Cup will make the
top-flight ODI competi-
tion all the more interest-
ing, India coach Rahul
Dravid said.

The 50-over tourna-
ment kicks off next
Thursday across 10 cities,
and all but six of the 48
matches will be day-night
contests.

In India that usually
means high moisture on
the field after sunset,
which makes the ball
moist and difficult to grip.

“India is a big country
and there are many ven-
ues so it’s hard to say it
(dew) is going to be the
same everywhere,”
Dravid said after India’s
66-run loss to Australia in
their third and final ODI
in Rajkot on Wednesday.

“Each venue and each
day will be different.

It’s one of the hardest
things to predict with
dew,” he said.

Dew mainly affects
bowlers and fielders as
day-night matches
progress, with most cap-
tains opting to bowl first
after winning the toss as a
result.

But whether it will be a
factor at all is in itself
unpredictable.

Dravid, a former India
captain, said he had
played games on fields
where the ground would
be “soaked” the day
before but bone-dry by
match time.

“As the tournament
goes on, at some venues it
will be a factor and at
some it may not.

It’s going to make it
more interesting,” the 50-
year-old said.

India, the top-ranked
team across all formats,
begin their World Cup
campaign against
Australia on October 8
followed by their hotly
anticipated clash against
Pakistan.

They will also play two
warm-up matches beginning
with England in Guwahati
on September 30.

Up and down Pakistan
seek consistency in WC

Pakistan set up thrilling
last day on pools stage

NEW DELHI (Agencies):
Australia will carry an
injured Travis Head
through the first part of the
World Cup but have pro-
vided themselves with extra
batting cover by including
Marnus Labuschagne at the
expense of Ashton Agar
who has been ruled out
with a calf injury.

Head, who suffered a
fractured hand against
South Africa, has been
included in the final 15-
player squad but will be
unavailable for first half of
the tournament. However,
given he did not require sur-
gery, there is confidence he
will be fit to play later in the
round-robin stage and he is
viewed as so valuable to
Australia's chances that they
are willing to initially go in
with 14 available players.

Since returning to the
ODI side in March 2022,
Head has made 791 runs at
60.84 and a strike rate of

119.84. While he recovers,
Mitchell Marsh will likely
continue to open with
David Warner.

Agar's injury, which was
confirmed by scans when he
returned home from South
Africa for the birth of his
child, created a vacancy in
the squad and the selectors
have opted to change tactics
and include Labuschagne
rather than pick another
frontline spinner.

Glenn Maxwell's four-
wicket haul in Rajkot was
timely in that regard, sug-
gesting that he can be a sec-
ond spinner alongside
Adam Zampa, but it
remains a gamble by the
selectors given the uncer-
tainty over how Maxwell
will cope with the workload
as he continues to feel the
effects of the broken leg he
suffered last year.

It also means there is no
specialist spin cover for
Zampa. Fellow legspinner

Tanveer Sangha will
remain with the squad until
at least the end of the
warm-up matches along
with allrounder Matt Short.

"There has been one
change to the original prelim-
inary squad of 15 announced
a month ago with Marnus
replacing Ashton," chair of
selectors George Bailey said.
"This was a tough call but
unfortunately, we couldn't
carry both Travis and Ashton
into the tournament with the
injuries they have.

"We have made the deci-
sion to carry Travis through
the early stages with the
aim of him being available
around the mid part of the
tournament. He has been a
really important player in
this ODI team and we are
hopeful his return can pro-
vide a positive impetus as it
gets to the business end of
the tournament."

It has been a rapid
revival of Labuschagne's

one-day fortunes after he
was initially not meant to
play a part in either the
South Africa or India series
this month. He was recalled
as a replacement for Steven
Smith as the latter recov-
ered from a wrist injury,
and in the opening match
against South Africa in
Bloemfontein was para-
chuted in as Cameron
Green's concussion sub
where he made a match-
winning 80 not out.

He went on to make 421
runs at 60.14 in eight
matches, including a centu-
ry, also in Bloemfontein,
and 72 off 58 balls in
Rajkot on Wednesday.

Agar initially suffered a
calf strain in pre-season and
was ruled out of the T20I
series in South Africa. He
recovered to play the open-
ing match of the one-day
series but pulled up sore
after that outing and did not
feature again.

Labuschagne replaces Agar in
Australia's World Cup squad

Pakistan wheelchair team
to participate in Asia Cup

NEW DELHI (Agencies):
Offspinner R Ashwin has
replaced left-arm spinner
Axar Patel in India's final 15
for the 2023 World Cup*.
ESPNcricinfo has learned
that Axar, who left the Asia
Cup with a quadriceps
strain, needs at least three
more weeks to recover fully.

Today is the deadline for
teams to make changes - no
questions asked - to their
World Cup squads, as per
the ICC's regulations. From
tomorrow, any further
changes will need the con-
sent of the World Cup's
technical committee.

This means Ashwin joins
Virat Kohli as one of only
two players in this squad who
also featured in India's 2011
World Cup winning run.

Ashwin's inclusion has
come as a surprise, with
things changing quickly. He
was not part of the 15-man
squad announced by the
BCCI in late August. At the
time, India's chief selector
Ajit Agarkar pointed out that
while Ashwin was one of the
contenders, the selectors and
the team management had
opted for Axar, whom they
felt provided batting depth. In
the Asia Cup, when Axar got
injured and returned to the
National Cricket Academy

(NCA) in Bengaluru, the
BCCI drafted Washington
Sundar as his replacement.

Both Washington and
Ashwin were included three-
match ODI series against
Australia that followed,
which India won 2-1. That
series was the first time
Ashwin, 37, had played for
India in ODIs in 18 months.
He played the first two of
those Australia games, tak-
ing 1 for 47 and 3 for 41,
before being rested for the
third ODI in Rajkot where
Washington replaced him.

Rahul Dravid, India's head
coach, had said at a media
briefing on Wednesday, after
the third ODI, that "there
were no changes" to the
World Cup squad. Dravid
said that Agarkar had been
in touch with the NCA on
Axar's rehab. However,
following the latest update
on Axar, Ashwin has been
slotted in, and Washington
will fly to China on Friday
to join India's squad for the
Asian Games.

Ashwin is the only spe-
cialist offspinner in India's
World Cup squad, and
brings with him the experi-
ence of 115 ODIs (155 wick-
ets, economy rate 4.94). He
had made his ODI debut a
year before the 2011 World

Cup, and was part of India's
successful campaign with
four wickets in two games.
He also played the 2015
World Cup in Australia,
where he took 13 wickets in
eight matches. He was not
part of India's 2019 World
Cup squad in England.

India captain Rohit
Sharma had said on the eve
of the third ODI against
Australia that all this experi-
ence worked in Ashwin's
favour. "Ashwin has got the
class, he's got experience of
playing the sport and han-
dling the pressure. It's just
that he hasn't played ODIs
[for] a year or so. But you
cannot take away the class
and the experience that the
individual has over the
years, and in the last couple
of games [against
Australia], we saw how well
he bowled. He's got a lot of
variations up his sleeves."

India's updated
World Cup squad

Rohit Sharma (capt),
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul
(wk), Ishan Kishan (wk),
Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik
Pandya (vice-capt), Ravindra
Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav, R
Ashwin, Shardul Thakur,
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed
Shami, Mohammed Siraj.

Ashwin replaces Axar in
India's World Cup squad
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IRSA releases
167,700 cusecs

water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Thursday released
167,700 cusecs of
water from various rim
stations with inflow of
118,900 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1543.98 feet and
was 145.98 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water
inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded
as 63,700 cusecs and
90,000 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level
in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1228.10 feet, which
was 178.10 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 15,700
cusecs and 38,000
cusecs respectively.
The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 112,200,
87,800, 102,900 and
49,900 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
19,300 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 4,000 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala. 

ANF seizes
drugs

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conduct-
ing two operations
managed to recover
over 3.5 kg of drugs,
said an ANF
H e a d q u a r t e r s
spokesman here on
Thursday. He informed
that in an operation at
Bacha Khan
International Airport,
2220 grams of Ice drug
was recovered from
the possession of a
Bahrain-bound passen-
ger resident of
Kohistan, going on
flight number GF-785.
The drug was tactfully
concealed in the bot-
tom of the passenger’s
bag. He informed me
that the drug recovery
was managed with the
help of ANF’s sniffer
dog. In another opera-
tion, 1590 grams of
heroin was recovered
from a parcel recov-
ered at a courier office
in Dina. Heroin which
was concealed in a din-
ner set carton was
being smuggled to the
United Kingdom. The
parcel was booked by a
resident of Poonch,
Azad Kashmir.
Separate cases have
been registered against
the accused while fur-
ther investigations are
in process.

19 drug 
peddlers held

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi police in
an action against sus-
pected drug peddlers,
bootleggers, illegal
weapon holders and
other lawbreakers here
on Thursday arrested
19 accused besides
recovering over 10 kg
charras, five liters
liquor, six 30 bore pis-
tols, ammunition and
other items from their
possession. A police
spokesperson said that
Rattaamral, Sadiqabad,
Airport, Chakri, Gujar
Khan, Taxila,
Naseerabad and Bani
police held Khurram,
Jahangir, Arslan,
Razaq, Khurram,
Sanaullah, Shahid, and
others on recovery of
over 10 kg charras.
Similarly, New Town,
Sadiqabad, Race
Course, Saddar Wah,
Kalar Syedan and City
police conducted raids
in their respective
jurisdiction and round-
ed up Owais, Majid,
Akram, Babar, Sajid
and others and recov-
ered five liters liquor,
six 30 bore pistols,
ammunition and other
items from their pos-
session. Separate cases
have been registered
against all accused
while further investiga-
tions are underway.
City Police Officer,
Rawalpindi had direct-
ed the police officers to
accelerate ongoing
operations against drug
peddlers, bootleggers
and other lawbreakers,
he added.
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Religious
Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony, Aneeq Ahmed
emphasized the indispensa-
ble role of the Council of
Islamic Ideology (CII) in
establishing enduring foun-
dations for addressing the
national and religious issues.

Addressing former non-
Muslim parliamentarians
and community leaders here
at the CII the other day, he
also highlighted the
Council’s crucial support in
the research endeavors of the
Ministry of Religious Affairs
and Interfaith Harmony.

Minister Aneeq stressed
the importance of Muslims
being knowledgeable about
their responsibilities and
urged for adherence to the
noble character of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon Him). He empha-

sized the Quranic injunc-
tion to verify information
brought by wrongdoers and
indicated that “in cases of
injustice against non-
Muslims within the state,
the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) call for advoca-
cy on their behalf.”

Furthermore, he urged the
public not to take the law
into their own hands, stating
that any wrongdoing against
non-Muslims brought shame
to the entire community.

Reflecting on the
Council members’ recent
visit following the incident
in Jaranwala, the minister
remarked positively on the
engagement and efforts of
the Council. He expressed
concern about ongoing
attempts to destabilize
Pakistan internally and
emphasized that there

could be no compromise
on blasphemy against the
Holy Quran and the
Prophet Peace Be Upon
Him. He called for a firm
end to the vilification of
Prophets and misuse of
laws, pledging that meas-
ures would be taken to
ensure their prevention.

Aneeq also expressed
concern about the threat
faced by all minority com-
munities in India due to
rising Hindu extremism.
He reaffirmed a commit-
ment to peace and stated
that elements promoting
violence and extremism
would not be allowed to
tarnish their identity.

CII Chairman, Qibla
Ayaz lauded the minister
for his commendable views
on behalf of the Council
members and the non-
Muslim community.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson Benazir
Income Support
Programme (BISP), Dr.
Muhammad Amjad Saqib
has said that BISP is a
manifestation of love and
care for the less fortunate
members of our society.

“BISP is about much
more than providing mon-
etary aid; it is not charity,
it’s our expression of love
for the deprived segments
of society”, he said during
a heartwarming address to
a gathering of BISP
employees at the BISP
Auditorium Hall.

Dr. Muhammad Amjad
Saqib expressed his unwa-
vering commitment to
altering the prevailing per-
ceptions about the program.

While addressing, he
passionately spoke about
the crucial role that educa-
tion plays in uplifting indi-

viduals and society as a
whole. He expressed con-
cern over the fact that mil-
lions of children in
Pakistan do not have
access to education and
emphasized the need to
change this reality.

“Education is the real
game-changer,” he
stressed, underlining that it
is a national, social, and
religious responsibility to
ensure that every child in
Pakistan receives educa-
tion. Chairperson BISP
called upon the BISP
employees to be custodi-
ans of this noble mission
and to start a movement
and campaign for a
reformed society.

He envisioned a society
where every child has
access to education, and
where love, humanity,
brotherhood, and sacrifice
form the core of our values.

Dr. Muhammad Amjad
Saqib acknowledged that
9.3 million families bene-
fited from BISP’s support
and the program operates
on the principles of
humanity, brotherhood,
and responsibility.

Despite limited
resources, BISP serves as
one of the largest platforms
dedicated to supporting
those in need. It is a blessing
and a privilege to be part of
this initiative, he said.

Chairperson BISP
stressed that all BISP’s
offices across the country
must commit to creating a
positive mindset and
encourage families to send
their children to school.

He urged all the stake-
holders to join hands in
this transformative journey
toward a more inclusive,
loving, and educated
Pakistan. 

Aneeq highlights 
CII’s role in addressing

national issues

ISLAMABAD (NNI): A del-
egation of the British
Members of Parliament called
on the Foreign Minister, Jalil
Abbas Jilani Thursday.

The delegation included
Andrew Gwynne MP,
Chairman, Labour Friends
of Kashmir UK, Naz Shah
MP, Vice Chairperson,
Labour Friends of Kashmir
UK, and Sam Tarry MP,
Vice Chairman, All-Party
Parliamentary Group
(APPG) on Kashmir.

The Foreign Minister
appreciated the visiting
British MPs for raising
their voice in support of the
oppressed Kashmiri people.
He urged the delegation to
increase efforts to enhance

global awareness about the
ongoing human rights vio-
lations in the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

He emphasized the
urgent need to end the
human rights violations in
IIOJK and for the release of
all political prisoners. He
stressed that India should
implement the UN Security
Council Resolutions on
Jammu and Kashmir so that
the Kashmiri people may
realize their inherent right
to self-determination.

Foreign Minister Jilani
stated that Pakistan was will-
ing to resolve all disputes
with India through dialogue.

However, India would

have to create a conducive
environment for dialogue
by reversing its illegal and
unilateral actions of 5
August 2019 in IIOJK.

The Foreign Minister
also lauded the role of the
visiting MPs in strengthen-
ing the bonds of friendship
between Pakistan and the
United Kingdom.

The members of the del-
egation expressed concern
over the human rights vio-
lations in IIOJK. They
maintained that all other
human rights flowed from
the right to self-determina-
tion. Therefore, the
Kashmiri people should not
be deprived of this inalien-
able right.

British Members of Parliament
call on Foreign Minister

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speaker National Assembly
Raja Pervez Ashraf has said
that the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) is the
perfect model to be emulated
for success in both worlds.

In a message on the occa-
sion of Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(PBUH), he said that the
teachings and practices out-
lined by the last Prophet
(PBUH) have been a true bea-
con of light for the humanity.

He said, “It is the Holy
Prophet (PBUH)’s perfect
teachings and practical
model which guide the
Muslim Ummah in all

spheres of life and also
guide them to overcome
socio economic challenges.

Raja Pervez Ashraf said
that the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) has been a torch
bearer to whole mankind.
He emphasized that every
human society can achieve
goals of progress and pros-
perity by implementing
teachings of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH).

He said, “Tolerance and
forbearance practiced and
taught by the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) are essential to
create pluralistic society.”
He expressed that Pakistani

society needs practical
implementation of teach-
ings of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) for harmony and
national unity.

The Speaker said that
Muslim Ummah is facing a
serious challenge of
Islamophobia. Every
Muslim must practically
follow and highlight true
message of Islam in order
to tackle this challenge.

He stressed youth to
keep themselves abreast to
the teachings of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) and prac-
tically follow these teach-
ings in their lives.

Holy Prophet perfect
model to be emulated for

success in both worlds

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan has become too
vulnerable to the disastrous
issue of water shortage due
to tree loss resulting in
declined rainfall as the
Forest Department in the
north of the country is rap-
idly removing snags under
the garb of dead, infected
and dried up trees.

Senior biodiversity expert
and Chairman Scientific
Committee of the Islamabad
Widlife Management Board,
Prof. Dr. Z.B. Mirza told
APP that the Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Forest
Department was removing
snags from the forests, under
a false excuse of removing
the diseased dead and dried
up forest trees (3-Ds). The
fact is that often the tallest
trees, such as Silver Fir and
Deodar in a forest are killed
by lightning of storm clouds.

“It is not understandable,
how can one tallest single
tree in a dense forest can sud-
denly die due to a disease? A
dead tree is called a ‘Snag’ in
language of forestry. As a
snag stands for years and it
rots very slowly by the
microbes and insects. The
dead tree loses its dense
canopy of leaves and the
dried branches remain. The
sunlight reaches the ground.
This gives the opportunity to
the seeds of surrounding flora
to germinate around it, cover-
ing the soil,” Prof Mirza said.

Mostly, the moist
Temperate forests of the
Himalayan slopes have
snags. These stand along
with live trees to protect the
precious top soil of the forest
from erosion. Heavy rain-
fall, even cloud burst, cannot
erode the soil, for the simple
reason that close-pack tree
trunks, undergrowth of
shrubs, bushes, herbs and
densely growing long grass-
es do not let the rain water
flow fast, at least at the floor
of the forest to wash down
the soil. Water may come
down the slopes rushing and
gushing, but it is above the
slow-moving water close to
the ground cover.

Why call forest topsoil,
precious? Simply, because
forests cannot grow again on
eroded slopes of the moun-
tains. Soil can be formed
again, with the rubbing and
crushing action of nature. It
may take thousands and mil-
lions of years to cover the
rocks with soil. Try making
a tea spoon full of soil by
rubbing two stones and then
imagine how much time
nature might have taken to
form billions and trillions of
tons of soil on the rocky
slopes of mountains.

He said topsoil covered
with flora is fertile, because
the dead leaves that form the
covering layer, function as
an insulating layer, that
retains moisture. The mois-

ture favours the growth of
Microbes (bacteria and
fungi). The moist dead
leaves below the dried upper
insulating layer, get rotten by
the soil microbes, which also
need solar energy trapped in
the biomass of dead leaves.
This activity forms the com-
post for the trees.

The trees get the nutri-
ents from the compost with
the help of mycorrhiza or
root fungi. The trees cannot
live without the help of
these microscopic crea-
tures, and the microbes
cannot live without decom-
posing the fallen leaves.

“We all know that during
timber harvesting, the roots
of the trees are also removed
as fuelwood. Uprooting
loosens the forest’s fertile
soil, which is eroded from
the slopes of the mountains,
during the first rainfall. With
that, the soil biodiversity is
also lost. The soil biodiver-
sity includes microbes,
macroinvertebrates and
vertebrates. Not only do
these creatures create nutri-
ents from the dead organic
matter of the fallen leaves,
but also their mobility
increases the porosity of the
soil. This enhances the rain-
water absorption capacity
of that soil. The subsoil
aquifers are replenished
and the springs flow in the
valleys, even in the dry sea-
son,” Dr Mirza said.

Pakistan too vulnerable to
issue of water shortage

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways is all set to
lay fibre optics cables along
the entire railway tracks
across the country, in a joint
venture with private sector
investors to generate more
revenue for the organization.

“Pakistan Railways has
around 7,791 kilometres
railway network across the
country which will not only
help the department to
improve its financial condi-
tion but also attract
investors’ attention,” the
official sources in the
Ministry told APP.

They said the matter also
came under discussion dur-
ing a meeting of the
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC), in
which the Ministry of
Railways pointed out that
the department was offer-

ing an excellent opportuni-
ty for laying fibre optics
cables along its track for
digital connectivity across
the country.

During the meeting, they
said Pakistan Railways
informed that it has a net-
work of 7,791 km, which
passes through high-densi-
ty population areas and
connects major cities in the
four provinces.

They said with the aver-
age assets and hefty pen-
sion bills, Pakistan
Railways contended, but its
financial health was deteri-
orating, and unless new
revenue sources were iden-
tified, the reliance on gov-
ernment subsidy would
keep on growing.

The sources said that
Pakistan Railways was of the
view that right-of-way

charges on fibre optics cables
would offer the department a
decent source of earnings.

They said that the
Ministry of Railways had
already sent a summary to
the concerned quarter for
adoption of the business
model of laying fibre optics
cables in a joint venture
with private-sector
investors on railway land
due to poor financial health
and limited earning sources.

Then, the sources said
that the concerned quarter,
while agreeing to the pro-
posal, directed the Ministry
of Railways to prepare a
new draft policy in consul-
tation with all stakeholders,
which would have a posi-
tive impact on developing
the digital economy, and
place the matter before the
ECC for review.

Railways all set to lay fibre optics
cable along railway tracks

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Standing
Committee on Defence, Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed
Thursday said that the country
needed strategic clarity to avoid
becoming ‘a cat’s paw’ for any
nation in the new Cold War era
and transforming world that is
emerging into a multilateral
comity of nations shunning the
old unipolar world order.

He was delivering his keynote
address at the book launch cere-
mony of Collected Works on
Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy by Dr Huma Baqai here at
the Institute of Regional Studies.

Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed termed the book a fine
piece of document that would
guide the professionals and com-
mon people alike. However, he
also deliberated his criticism on
the book.

He said that foreign policy
was a subject that used to get
comments everyday and termed
the essence of the book as “see-
ing truth from facts”, a classic
Chinese idiom highlighting
approach of ancient Chinese
scholars who paid great attention
to acquiring solid facts in order
to arrive at the correct under-
standing or conclusion.

While opining his critical
views, he said the terminology
of Indo-Pacific term was over-
loaded in Dr. Baqai’s book
because the original term was
Asia Pacific. The Indo-Pacific
term was used by the European
Union (EU), US and others to
rope in India which had its own
ego of self-projection, he added.

The aspect of cold-war aspect
is very importantly highlighted
in the book, whereas mentioning
of KSA-Iran reproachment was

also significant is also crucial as
it is one of the biggest achieve-
ments in the region, he said.

He commented that the way
the world was developing needed
to be focused as there was a lack
of institutionalized decision mak-
ing forum at the civilian and mili-
tary side of the country which left
it with only reactive approaches
which also should be harnessed
for prudent approaches.

“Pakistan has a strategic loca-
tion and it needs to be friendly
with all and should avoid
becoming cat’s paw for any
other nation in the new Cold
War. We are on the right side of
history and this century belongs
to Asia as predicted by Allama
Iqbal in his poetry some 90 years
back,” he said while ending his
comments with the verses of Dr
Allama Mohammad Iqbal.

President, IRS, Ambassador

Nadeem Riyaz moderated the
panel discussion that highlighted
discourse on the book.

Ambassador, Naghmana
Hashmi in her remarks congratu-
lated Dr. Huma Baqai on the
publication of her book and
termed it an excellent piece of
publication.

She underscored that the book
would be guiding document for
intellectuals, Foreign Office pro-
fessionals and youth interested
in understanding the world
affairs. The book, she said was
based on the columns and arti-
cles of the author.

The author made a very care-
ful selection of 46 articles out of
a 100 written over the years by
her and divided them in a
chronological order while
arranging them into the book’s
content.

“She (Dr Baqai) has brilliant-

ly covered the flux the world had
witnessed. She takes us through
the various stages the world
passed from 2019 to sofar. The
author also covered the flux
Pakistan is going through from
different levels of political,
social and others,” she said.

Senior Journalist, Zahid
Hussain while expressing his
view said that the country was
back to a brief 9/11 situation
after the withdrawal of the US
forces from Afghanistan. He
said the author Dr Huma has
described how resetting of the
nation could take place in this
scenario.

The author, Dr Huma Baqai
said that it was her third book
which she wrote with the vision
that a book should be written in
an eloquent manner which
should be easily understandable
to the readers.

The articles were picked up
keeping in view their subject
matter shelf life as out of my 100
articles there were many of her
articles on contemporary issues
that lacked shelf life.

“Our youth are directionless
and our nation is intellectually
starved because there is no book
reading and writing culture in
the society. However, youth is
the only hope for our nation as
they can drive the real change,”
she added.

She commented that her book
could serve as a brand of
Pakistan which should have
more Pakistani perspective in its
projection. She added that intel-
lectual hygiene was very impor-
tant and this book would also be
a guiding document for the jour-
nalists fraternity to understand
the complex concepts of geopol-
itics and international relations.

Pakistan needs strategic clarity amid transforming world

Govt to take
action against

smuggled
drugs

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Health Dr. Nadeem Jan
issued an order to start a
crackdown against counter-
feit, unregistered, and
smuggled drugs.

According to a
spokesperson of the
Ministry of Health, the min-
ister directed that the sale
storage and distribution
points of all such medicines
should be stopped immedi-
ately. Dr Nadeem Jan said
that strict legal action should
be taken against the ele-
ments involved in these
unregistered fake medicines.

He said that the scope of
surveillance in the market
should be increased with
checks on distributors,
medical stores, and whole-
salers in the markets. The
minister said that effective
measures are being taken
for the uninterrupted sup-
ply of quality and safe
medicines to the people. 

QAU ranked
as country’s

top university
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Upholding the mission of
providing quality education
to the students, Quaid-i-
Azam University (QAU)
has achieved the prestigious
distinction of being ranked
as Pakistan’s top university
in the Times World
University Rankings 2024.

Globally, it has secured the
impressive position of 227 in
research quality and 401-500
overall, said a news release.
This outstanding accomplish-
ment is a testament to the
unwavering dedication, tire-
less efforts, and exceptional
contributions of QAU’s hard-
working and committed fac-
ulty members, brilliant stu-
dents, dedicated staff, and
accomplished alumni.

Their passion for excel-
lence and commitment to
academic and research pur-
suits have propelled QAU
to be among the world’s top
universities. The QAU is
the only university in
Pakistan that consistently
holds the distinction of
being the best institution
according to renowned
global ranking agencies.

With the recent ranking
of 315 in the QS ranking, in
addition to its significant
position in the Times World
Rankings, the university
continues to achieve
remarkable progress in the
realm of higher education.

The university has
achieved such excellence
due to the efforts of each and
every member of QAU com-
munity for their invaluable
contributions in making this
achievement possible.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani and Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China
Jiang Zaidong are cutting cake along with other officials on the occasion of the 74th Anniversary of
the Founding of the People’s Republic of China. ––APP Photo

BISP is an expression of
care for deprived



Sixth polio case reported

KABUL (Agencies): A new polio case has
been reported in the Nangarhar province,
marking the 6th such incident since the start
of 2023. The recent case was recorded in the
Khogyani district of Nangarhar, according to
a statement released by Ministry of Public
Health. All the six polio cases this year have
been reported in the same province. In resp-
onse to the escalating situation, the Ministry
of Public Health initiated a nationwide polio
vaccination program two days ago.

Five killed in road accident

HERAT (Xinhua): Five commuters lost their
lives and another injured as their car turned
turtle in Herat province, police spokesman
Abdullah Insaf said on Thursday. The dead-
ly road crash, according to the official, took
place in Gazara district on Wednesday
evening, leaving five travelers dead and
badly injuring another. Insaf also blamed
reckless driving for the accident, saying
driving on congested roads carelessly often
claims the lives of travelers in province.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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The Frontier Post

ZARANJ, Afghanistan
(Xinhua): Afghan authori-
ties distributed China-
donated assistance to 450
needy families in west
Afghanistan’s Nimroz
province on Wednesday,
provincial director for
Natural Disaster

Management Authority
Mohammad Qasim
Mohammad said Thursday.

Each family received a
bag of 50 kg of rice, the
official said, adding that
humanitarian aid would be
distributed to more than
1,000 needy families in the

coming days.
China has contributed

humanitarian assistance
including winter clothes,
blankets, tents, anti-
COVID-19 vaccines, and
foodstuff to the war-rav-
aged country over the past
two years.

KABUL (Pajhwok): The
parents of one of the Kaj
Academy student whose
psychological condition got
worsen after horrific attack
on the academy appealed
for assistance for the long-
term treatment of their son.

On September 30, 2022,
the Kaj Educational
Academy situated in the
Dasht-i-Barchi locality of
Kabul came under attack
when a large number of
girls and boys were per-
forming Kankor examina-
tion demo in a big class-
room. The attacker first
opened fire at students and
then blew himself up inside
the classroom.

Security forces than said
that 25 people were killed
and 31 others injured but
the UNAMA report said 53

people were killed and 110
others injured in the attack.

Pajhwok Afghan News
reporter on September 17
visited the Aliabad Hospital
in Kabul where the reporter
met Ali Sina, 20, one of the
victims of the Kaj Academy
attack.

Ali Sina Dawlatzada, the
resident of Surkhabad,
Dasht-i-Barchi, enrolled in
the Kaj Academy for
Kankor preparation. He
dreamed for his bright
future after completing
high school at the Sayed
Ismael Balkh High School.

Hussain Ali, the father of
Ali Sina recalling the hor-
rific story said: “I lost con-
scious when I heard there
that a blast occurred in the
academy, I went there and
started search when I found

him he was hiding under a
table among bodies and
injured.”

He said he son suffered
superficial injuries in the
incident but he was crying
and said: “My friends mar-
tyred, got bullets and my
teachers are no more here.”

He had recovered from
his injures but he is still
psychologically unwell.
His friends bodies that he
saw, the injure and blood-
bath that happened could
not be eradicated from his
mind.

Hussain Ali said his
son’s health had improved
and he had appeared in the
Kankor examination. He
was able to pass the Kankor
test and became eligible to
study engineering at
Mazar-i-Sharif University,

but three days after his uni-
versity began he was
unable to continue. “From
his school time my son was
very intelligent, he memo-
rized the holy Quran and
studied at Muslim,
Mawoud and Kaj educa-
tional academies,” he said.

His family had failed to
look after him and now he
was brought to Aliabad
Hospital for treatment.

Alisina ran here and
there in the Aliabad hospi-
tal mansion, punched and
kicked the cars parked in
the courtyard of the man-
sion, practiced math ques-
tions with himself, and
sometimes repeated the
website address of media
such as BBC and Azadi
with himself.

Ali Sina’s father is not

educated and currently
work at a bakery to support
his 9-member family.

Due to economic prob-
lems they were unable to
keep Ali Sina at home and
according to the doctors’
directions they hospitalized
Ali Sina at the Kabul
Maraston where severe
mental patients are looked
after.

I took him to the hospital
in Aliabad, they gave me a
letter to take him to the
Maraston, when I went to
the Maraston, they told me
that we could not look after
him, he should be in front
of his family, he should
have interaction with peo-
ple in the community, if we
look at him in the Maraston
his situation could be dete-
riorated.

Ali Hussain, his wife and
their four daughters live in
a single room house of his
brother.

He said they raised Ali
Sina with love and care, he
was a curious child and
always wanted things that
he did not have.

He added: “My son had
some problems at first, but
he was very cute, we used
to say that he was being
cute, but after the explosion
in Kaj Academy, our child’s
mental state deteriorated,
he became unwell started
screaming, crying, hitting
everyone and even beating
others.”

When asked why he
handed over Ali Sina to
Marston, he said: “After the
blast his condition are not
good, he attacked me sever-

al times, nobody is safe
from his hand not we nei-
ther the neighbors, he hits
people with stones, break
windowpanes, we have to
be alert from dawn to dusk
and look after him.”

He said not only others
but he harms himself as
well, he bite himself and
tear his clothes.

“I accepted death for the
sake of my child and
requested him several times
to be conscious, he relaxes
for sometimes but alter
again start doing harmful
things,” he said.

Ali Hussain said that
doctors had advised that his
son needed long term treat-
ment but he did not have
the ability to afford this
because by working in the
bakery he could just afford

his daily expenses.
He asked the acting gov-

ernment and welfare organ-
ization to support his son’s
treatment.

Shukria, the mother of
Ali Sina, asked government
and welfare organisations
to provide support for the
treatment of her son.

“My husband work, how
much should he earn to pay
for Ali Sina’s treatment, our
dream was Ali Sina that he
will become something in
the future and support his
father.”

Psychological experts
said that mental illnesses
are treatable but if not seri-
ously taken into account
they could be threatening.

They said patients like
Ali Sina should be taken to
the doctors for treatment.

FARAH CITY (Pajhwok):
Residents of western Farah
province say no taxi or pub-
lic transport services are
available in Farah city, the
provincial capital, and peo-
ple are facing problems.

Mohammad Younis
Sapand, a resident and civil
society activist in Panjali
village, says:
“Unfortunately, Farah still
does not have national bus
service and taxis, if some-
one wants to go from one
area of the city to another,
without personal con-
veyance, he has to hire a
rickshaw.”

He added there were no
taxi services for people up
to Bagh Pul or Dehak areas,
which were five kilometers
away from the city center.

He said: “Taxis and
buses are not available for
students to reach the Farah
University which is located
15km from the city.”

He urged the govern-
ment to provide public
transport service in the city
to make it easier for people
to commute from one place
to another.

Marzia Farahi, a resident
of Farah city, also consid-
ered urban taxi services
important and said the city
was crowded so the
Transport Department
should provide them with

facilities to travel.
She said: “Farah City

lacks many facilities
including taxis and its resi-
dents only travel in three-
wheelers and if taxi servic-
es are provided, it will be
better.”

Mohammad Naseem, a
student of Education
Faculty of Farah
University, said the lack of
taxi services in the city had
created many problems for
students.

He said the university
was far from the city there
were no taxi services due to
which students could not

reach their classes on time.
He added: “The univer-

sity is 15km away from the
city amid no regular taxi
services and students often
cannot reach classes on
time.”

He urged the department
of transport to provide taxi
services in the whole city,
especially on the university
route.

Balkh Transport
Department officicals
acknowledge the problem
and say that they are plan-
ning to start taxi service in
the city soon.

Maulvi Hikmatullah

Sobhani Agha, director of
the department, told
Pajhwok some time ago
they provided a coaster
car services for the uni-
versity, the provincial hos-
pital and brigade areas,
but the service had to be
stopped due to lack of pas-
sengers.

He added: “We have
plan to start taxi service in
central areas of Farah such
as Bagh Pul, Provincial
Hospital, University and
villages and areas near the
city and we have also dis-
cussed this issue with the
private sector.”

KABUL (Agencies): Supp-
orting Open Media in Afg-
hanistan (NAI) on World
Access to Information Day
said that systematic restric-
tions on accessing informa-
tion in Afghanistan have
created uncertainty for the
future of journalism.

September 28 marks
World Access to
Information Day.

On Thursday, September
18, coinciding with World
Access to Information Day,
the organization issued a
statement revealing that
89% of journalists surveyed
by them confirmed that
access to information has

become restricted since the
insurgence of the Taliban
administration.

NAI continues to emph-
asize that journalism and
information dissemination
in Afghanistan face serious
challenges. According to
their statement, concerns
about job security and
physical violence against
journalists and media per-
sonnel are also problemat-
ic, in addition to limited
access to information.

Furthermore, the Afghan
Independent Journalists’
Union released a report on
World Access to
Information Day, stating

that based on their findings,
73.9% of journalists
believe that access to infor-
mation is one of the most
fundamental rights of citi-
zens significantly affected
by recent developments.

The political transforma-
tions in Afghanistan have
wrought a significant and
concerning impact on the
media landscape. With the
recent changes, 50% of the
country’s media outlets
have ceased operations,
leaving a void in the infor-
mation ecosystem that once
played a crucial role in dis-
seminating news and fos-
tering public discourse.

Furthermore, this tumul-
tuous shift has resulted in a
dire situation for journalists
and media professionals, as
approximately 70% of them
have found themselves
unemployed, facing uncer-
tain futures in an environ-
ment marked by uncertain-
ty and instability.

These developments
underscore the challenges
faced by Afghanistan in
preserving its press free-
dom and media diversity,
highlighting the urgent
need for international atten-
tion and support to sustain a
vibrant and informed socie-
ty in the face of adversity.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Amnesty International
called for the release of
Matiullah Wesa, founder of
the PenPath campaign and
advocate for girls’ educa-
tion, and woman protestor
Neda Parwani.

On X social media plat-
form, Amnesty Intern-
ational said that six months
have passed since Wesa
was arrested, and the
Islamic Emirate has not yet
released him.

“Today marks 6 months
since the Taliban arbitrarily
arrested education activist
Matiullah Wesa simply for
protesting the ban on girls’
education in Afghanistan,”
the organization said.

“Amnesty International
is deeply concerned about
the arbitrary arrest of
woman protestor Neda
Parwani, her husband and
four-year old son. After a
week, there is no informa-
tion on her whereabouts.
The Taliban de facto
authorities must immedi-
ately and unconditionally

release Parwani and her
family.”

“There is Neda Parwani,
and before her, Wesa and
several other activists or
those who criticized the
work and discriminatory
policies of the Taliban were
detained. We urge that the
arrests stop,” said Zaman
Sultani, South Asia
researcher of Amnesty
International.

Meanwhile, some of
Neda Parwani’s relatives
asked the Islami Emirate
to release her as soon as
possible.

“Neda Parvani was
arrested with her husband
and son from the
Khairkhana area at nine in
the morning on the 28th of
Sunbola solar calendar,”
said Maryam, a relative of
Neda Parvani.

Some members of the
UN, and civil society
activists in the UN meeting
called for the release of
Neda Parwani.

“I’m gravely concerned
about the recent arrest of

Neda Parwani and her fam-
ily and here this is her pho-
tograph and I call for her
immediate release,” said
Karima Bennoune,
Professor of Law at the
University of Michigan.

The Islamic Emirate did
not comment on this mat-
ter, but it did state that
anyone who engages in
abnormal conduct will be
dealt with in accordance
with the law.

“No one should be con-
cerned; the Islamic
Emirate is responsible for
providing security and is
responsible for punishing
those who have suspicious
and abnormal activities,”
Zabihullah Mujahid, the
Islamic Emirate
spokesman, said.

Including the United
Nations, some international
organizations asked the
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan to release civil
society activists, journal-
ists, and human rights
defenders, but so far this
demand has not been met.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
World Tourism Day in
Afghanistan and was
marked in some provinces
of the country. 

Local officials of
Badakhshan and Balkh
provinces said on World
Tourism Day that in the
past year, more than
125,000 domestic and for-
eign tourists have visited
the historical and recre-
ational attractions of these
provinces. 

“We had a large number
of domestic and foreign
tourists in Badakhshan, if
we add domestic and for-
eign tourists together,
maybe more than 25,000
domestic and foreign
tourists have come to

Badakhshan.” Said Sediqi
Lalzai, an official of
Badakhshan’s Information
and Cultural Department. 

“We had about 1,100
foreign tourists in Balkh
this year, and almost
$50,000 went to the
Emirate of the budget
directly, and more than
$500,000 went indirectly to
the hotel market economy,”
said Atta Mohammad Saho,
an official of the
Information and Cultural
Department in Balkh. 

Meanwhile, some cultur-
al activists asked the
Islamic Emirate to restore
and reconstruct of historical
places and also provide
facilities for tourists. 

“Pay very serious atten-

tion to the preservation of
historical places and tourist
attractions and continue to
provide opportunities to
attract international tourists
and domestic tourists,” said
Abdul Basir Wasiq, a cul-
tural activist. 

“We should have practi-
cal and good plans to intro-
duce tourist attractions to
all the world’s tourists,”
said Ferdaws Alimi, a pro-
moter of culture. 

After the Islamic
Emirate takeover and the
establishment of security;
in the past two years, more
than four thousand foreign
tourists have visited the his-
torical and recreational
places of the country in var-
ious provinces. 

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
UN Secretary-General’s
Special Representative for
Afghanistan as well as rep-
resentatives of the UK,
China, Pakistan and Iran
called for the continuation
of humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan.

Speaking at the UN
Security Council Meeting,
the head of UNAMA, Roza
Otunbayeva, said that the
Afghanistan Humanitarian
Response Plan had received
US $872 million, approxi-
mately only 28 per cent of
the $3.2 billion requested.

“Many programmes
have already closed due to
insufficient funding just as
winter is fast approaching
and lives are most at risk.
This means that 15.2 mil-
lion Afghans now facing
acute food insecurity could
be pushed towards famine
in the coming months,”
Otunbayeva said.

Speaking at the UN

Security Council meeting
on the situation in
Afghanistan, the US deputy
ambassador to the UN,
Robert A. Wood, said that
the current Afghan govern-
ment has created an
increasingly difficult oper-
ating environment for part-
ners who are aiding the
Afghan people.

“The Taliban have creat-
ed an increasingly difficult
operating environment for
partners who are staying
and delivering life-saving
aid to the Afghan people.
Any interference in or
diversion of humanitarian
aid is totally unacceptable.
We continue to expect the
Taliban to allow unhindered
humanitarian access and the
flow of aid, consistent with
humanitarian principles,”
said Robert A. Wood.

“The UK has contributed
over half a billion dollars to
address the humanitarian
crisis since April 2021 and

we call on fellow Member
States to step up support
where they can,” Barbara
Woodward, the Permanent
Representative of the
United Kingdom to the UN
said at the UN meeting.

Meanwhile, the Islamic
Emirate said that it does not
interfere in the distribution
of aid and it asked the inter-
national community to con-
tinue its aid to the people of
Afghanistan.

“The Islamic Emirate
does not interfere in the dis-
tribution of aid. We ask the
humanitarian organizations
and international communi-
ty to provide aid to the peo-
ple of Afghanistan. And we
try to monitor the aid so it
is distributed to the people
of Afghanistan,” said Abdul
Latif Nazari, deputy of the
Ministry of Economy.

China’s ambassador to
the United Nation once
again asked the US to
release Afghanistan assets.

Police
discover

ammunitions
SARI PUL (Xinhua):
Police have discovered
arms and ammunition in
north Afghanistan’s Sari
Pul province, provincial
police spokesman Din
Mohammad Nazari said.

The weapons cache was
discovered in two houses
located in Kohistanat dis-
trict, including a US-made
M16 assault rifle, an RPG-
7 rocket, and thousands of
bullets and cartridges, the
official added.

In similar operations,
police recovered arms and
ammunition, including
three pieces of AKM-type
assault rifles in east Afgh-
anistan’s Paktia province a
couple of days ago.

Seven persons were
taken into custody on
charge of involvement in
criminal activities such as
selling drugs and robbery
in the eastern Kapisa
province on Tuesday.

Harvest 
time for

pomegranates
KANDAHAR (Xinhua):
Farmers are busy harvest-
ing pomegranates at an
orchard in Afghanistan’s
southern Kandahar provi-
nce. Pomegranate produc-
tion significantly contrib-
utes to the country’s agri-
cultural sector. 

Pomegranates are a
major fruit crop in many
provinces, particularly in
Kandahar, and are the
source of the livelihoods of
thousands of people.

18,000
Afghans

contracted
COVID-19
KABUL (TOLOnews):

The Ministry of Public
Health of the Islamic
Emirate said that more than
18,000 people in Afgha-
nistan have contracted
COVID-19 since the begin-
ning of 2023, but said the
number of COVID-19
patients has fallen down
during the last two months.

“So far in 2023 we have
had 18,000 positive cases
of COVID-19, in 2022 the
number was less than
45,000 which shows decl-
ine,” said Sharafat Zaman
Amarkhil, spokesperson
for the Ministry of Public
Health. Nasir, 57, has come
from Baghlan province to
the Afghan capital, Kabul.
He said he contracted
COVID-19 and has been
hospitalized in the Afghan-
Japan Hospital for the last
ten days.

“I could not even walk
and enter the hospital, they
brought me in a wheelchair
but now I feel better,” said
the COVID-19 patient
Nasir. “I could not breathe,
I was laying at my home
and when opened my eyes I
found myself in the hospi-
tal,” said COVID-19
patient Rajab.

Meanwhile, authorities
at the Kabul-based Afghan-
Japan Hospital say that the
number of COVID-19
patients has decreased in
the last one month.

“We have 20 patients
hospitalized here. 219 peo-
ple were tested for COVID-
19 last month, among them
nine were found to have
been positive,” said
Zalmay Rishteen, head of
the COVID-19 ward in the
Afghan-Japan Hospital.

“As the winter nears,
signs of COVID-19 are
appearing,” said Shireen
Agha Naseri, a doctor.

Based on the statistics of
the Health Ministry and
World Health Organization,
225,000 Afghans have con-
tracted COVID-19.

KANDAHAR: Afghan farmers pack fresh pomegranates at an orchard.

Parents of psychologically unwell Ali Sina’s seek help

UN’s Roza urges
aid continuation

‘World Tourism Day’
celebrated in Afghanistan

Farah city residents demand
public bus and taxi services

Systematic restrictions threaten
Afghan Journalists’ future: NAI

AI calls for release of
Matiullah and Neda

450 needy families receive
China-donated assistance
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in a meeting with a delegation of the members of the British
Parliament and the representatives of the Pakistani and Kashmiri diaspora in the UK, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Ameer Jamaat-
e-Islami (JI) Siraj-ul-Haq has
emphasized that execution of
peaceful general elections
rather than becoming
embroiled in the privatiza-
tion of national assets and
institutions should be priori-
ty of the caretaker govern-
ment.

Addressing a press con-
ference held at Idare Noor-e-
Haq on Thursday, he also
called for the constitutional
empowerment of local gov-
ernment representatives in
Karachi, asserting that the
city's challenges could have
been resolved if local author-
ities had been granted the
necessary powers. Karachi
Emir Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman was also present on
the occasion.

Sirajul Haq expressed his
disappointment that the
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
had governed the province for
15 years, yet it had failed to
address even the most funda-
mental issues in the provin-
cial capital. He noted that the
PPP's previous administration
had displayed little interest in
conducting local government
elections, and it was largely
due to the efforts of the JI that
these elections were eventual-
ly held.

Reiterating the demand
for a forensic audit of
Independent Power
Producers (IPPs), he asserted
that the government must
either renegotiate the agree-

ments with the owners or
escalate the matter to inter-
national courts should any
legal issues obstruct local-
level settlements. The JI
chief urged the Chief Justice
to take action against the
costly agreements and hold
those responsible account-
able.

He criticized the former
governments for their flawed
decisions, attributing the
misery of the masses to their
actions. He pointed out that
the former governments of
the PPP and the PML-N had
entered into agreements with
companies to produce
expensive electricity,
neglecting the potential for
cheap and accessible elec-
tricity through local
resources. He said the PTI
had also failed to address the
issue of costly electricity
generation in the private sec-
tor during its three- and half-
year rule over the country.

Siraj demanded a reduc-
tion in electricity tariffs and
stressed that the caretaker
government should shift its
focus from sending high bills
to consumers to addressing
the billions lost due to line
losses and power theft, as
well as recovering funds
from both private and gov-
ernment sectors. He high-
lighted that electricity bills
consisted of a substantial 48
per cent in taxes and noted
that Pakistan produced sig-
nificantly more expensive
electricity than the entire
South Asian region.

JI: Interim govt
must prioritize
peaceful polls

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
High Court (PHC) ordered
Education and Testing
Evaluation Agency
(ETEA) along with
Khyber Medical
University (KMU) to sub-
mit reply regarding
Medical and Dental
College Admission Test
(MDCAT) while adjourned
further hearing till 3rd
October, on Thursday.

PHC’s divisional bench
comprised of Justice
Abdul Shakoor and Syed
Arshad Ali heard petitions
regarding malpractices
during MDCAT as well as
fate of the test while
observed that the court
will decide the subject on
next hearing. Advocate
General Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Amir Javed
and counsel for petitioners
named Zia-ur-Rehman
Tajik along with Yasir
Khattak advocates
appeared before the court.

Advocate General
Khyber informed that
provincial cabinet has
decided rearranging of
MDCAT test within six

weeks. He added that Joint
Investigation Teams (JITs)
are also established in
Karachi and Lahore in
identical cases.

Advocate General
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Amir Javed argued that
200 candidates were
caught by concerned
authorities on malpractices
because competent sectors
were aware regarding the
usage of unfair means dur-
ing MDCAT exam centers.
Pakistan Medical and
Dental Council (PMDC)
looks after registration and
result procedures while
ETEA is only organizing
the test, Advocate general
argued. In the meantime,
Justice Abdul Shakoor
observed that it is strange
PDMC is issuing result
despite ETEA took the test.

The counsel for peti-
tioner informed that the
son of JIT member
obtained 136 marks and
failed the test. He added
that provincial govern-
ment has no jurisdiction to
cancel the test and argued
that PDMC can conduct or
reconduct the test. The
counsel further argued it is

the jurisdiction of provin-
cial government under the
ACT while as per
Regulation laid under the
domain of universities. He
added that Sindh’s govern-
ment had cancelled the test
but Sindh High Court has
stopped reconducting of
the exam.

As many as test of 219
candidates had cancelled
and First Information
Reports were also registered
against them while added
that reconducting of the
MDCAT will impact intelli-
gent students, the counsel
argued. He argued that the
rules had clarified that paper
will be cancel neither the
whole exam/test.

The counsel for peti-
tioner argued that to
inquiry for identification
of culprits involved in the
scandal and demanded
cancellation of candidates
involved in malpractices.
PHC’s divisional bench
comprised of Justice
Abdul Shakoor and Justice
Syed Arshad Ali ordered
ETEA and PMDC to sub-
mit while adjourned fur-
ther hearing till 3rd
October.

Malpractices in MDCAT;
PHC to decide on Oct 3

KARACHI (NNI): Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) senior
leader Sharjeel Memon on
Thursday urged the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to announce the elec-
tion date immediately.
Expressing his thoughts in
Karachi, Mr Memon reiterat-
ed: “There is a dire need to
hold elections quickly to
ensure transparency.”

He underscored the con-
tributions made by the PPP
in the country’s political sce-
nario. “None of the parties
has made sacrifices like the
PPP. The PPP has made great
sacrifices to uphold democ-
racy”. Recalling the events
that transpired on May 9, Mr
Memon said, “May 9 event
is the blackest chapter of the

country’s history.” Mr
Memon took a swipe at the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), saying, “The selective
people were deliberately
subjected to the political
vendetta by the PTI.” “The
PTI had harmed the country
on all grounds,” he added.

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Eid Miladun Nabi,
Mr Memon felicitated the
nation. Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Sindh president
Nisar Ahmed Khuhro
demanded on Wendesday the
announcement of the elec-
tion date. Expressing his
thoughts, Mr Khuhro said
that the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) had announced that
general elections cannot take

place within 90 days. Mr
Khuhro had indicated that
the electoral watchdog had
revealed the initial con-
stituency delimitation on
September 27. He had
expressed disappointment
over the delay in announcing
the election date. He was of
the view that it is not appro-
priate the way the masses are
facing delays in the
announcement of the elec-
tion date.

Mr Khuhro said: "The
ECP had indicated that
development projects will
commence in Sindh after
August 15". "There were no
restrictions on development
projects in Punjab, whereas
restrictions exist in Sindh,"
Mr Khuhro rued.

PPP urges ECP to promptly
declare election date

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa Thursday expressed
annoyance after multiple petitioners seek-
ing a review of the Supreme Court’s 2019
verdict against the Faizabad sit-in decided
to withdraw their pleas.

"Why everyone is so scared?," the chief
justice remarked, as a three-member bench
— comprising Athar Minallah and Justice
Aminuddin Khan — heard the review
pleas. Multiple pleas were filed challeng-
ing the verdict on the Faizabad sit-in
staged by the Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP) in 2017 against the then Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) govern-
ment.

CJP Isa, who was a member of the
three-member bench that issued the 2019
verdict, also expressed annoyance over the
non-implementation of the years-old
order. The chief justice told the parties
seeking to withdraw their pleas — the fed-
eral government, Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority, the Election
Commission of Pakistan, and others — to
submit their responses in writing and
explain the reasons behind their decision.

"I am surprised over the petitioners
request to call back their petitions," the
CJP remarked, noting that he wanted to
give time to the petitioners as he adjourned
the hearing till November 1. Briefly,
before adjourning the hearing, the CJP told
the parties that their decision to withdraw
their pleas meant that they had accepted
the SC's order to be true. "Now is your
chance to stand with the truth." The
Attorney General of Pakistan (AGP)
Mansoor Awan also read out the SC deci-
sion on Faizabad sit-in in the courtroom.

“After this [Faizabad] sit-in, many
other similar incidents came to light,” the
CJP said adding that had the court’s ver-
dict been implemented back then other
incidents would not have taken place. “We
will move in the right direction by imple-
menting the 17 directions highlighted in
the judgment,” the AGP assured.

The attorney general requested the
court to adjourn the hearing for two
months. To this, CJP said that "two months
is a very long time". AGP Awan then said,
"give a month to let you know about the
progress". 

Presenting his arguments to the court,
AGP Awan said that the federal govern-
ment does not want to pursue this case.
"Why do you want to withdraw this case
now?" CJP inquired from the AGP. "It was
said that the previous verdict had flaws in
it. Now provide a reason for withdrawing
this case," he added.

AGP Awan said that the ruling party
was different when the review petition was
filed. "Why did you not file a written
plea?" CJP Isa asked the attorney general.
To which, the latter replied that he was
giving his statement. Likewise, Pemra's
counsel Hafiz Ahsan sought withdrawal of
the plea saying the media regulatory body
did not want to pursue the case. At this,
CJP Isa asked on whose instructions is the
plea being withdrawn.

Similarly, the apex court allowed
Awami Muslim League (AML) chief
Sheikh Rasheed to hire new counsel after
the court was told that his lawyer was
appointed as provincial minister. PTI
lawyer Ali Zafar also told the court that the
party did not want to pursue the matter.
"Do you have the authority to take back
the petition?" CJP Isa asked. "If you want
to become a respondent, the court will
allow you.”

To this, advocate Zafar replied, "No, we
do not want to become a respondent in this
case." The court further directed petitioner
Ejazul Haq to submit an affidavit that he
has reservations over the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) report on the Faizabad
report. "I was termed as an irresponsible
politician in the judgment. I did not speak
in favour of the sit-in," Haq told the court.
CJP Isa observed: "Your name was men-
tioned in the ISI report. We did not write
anyone's name as an irresponsible political
leader." "You should submit your affi-
davit," the court directed Haq's lawyer.

Earlier on Thursday, the federal govern-
ment filed an application in the Supreme
Court to withdraw its plea against the ver-
dict. AGP Awan told media that the feder-
al government, which had filed the plea
through the Ministry of Defence, has
decided to withdraw its petition. Earlier
this week, the Pakistan Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority (Pemra) and
Intelligence Bureau (IB) also filed similar
applications, seeking the withdrawal of
their petitions.

Faizabad sit-in
judgment:

‘Why so scared’
— asks CJP Isa after many seek

to withdraw review pleas

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The President of
Pakistan, Dr Arif Alvi, and members
of the United Kìngdom's Parliament
have expressed deep concern over
the human rights violations in the
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (lIOJK) and the perse-
cution of the minorities in India, and
have urged the world to put pressure
on India to stop its human rights
abuses in IIOJK.

This was discussed during a
meeting between President Dr Arif
Alvi and a delegation of the mem-
bers of the British Parliament and
the representatives of the Pakistani
and Kashmiri diaspora in the United
Kingdom (UK). The delegation,
which called on him, at Aiwan-e-
Sadr, was led by the Chairman of
Labour Friends of Kashmir UK,
Shadow Minister Andrew Gwynne.

While talking about the human
rights situation in the IIOJK, the
President said that

India was involved in a genocide

of Muslims, persecution and sup-
pression of minorities, burning and
destroying the churches in Manipur,
and the extra-judicial killings of the
leaders of minority communities
regionally and internationally. He
stated that the psyche of India was
changing as it had been influenced
by the extremist Hindutva ideology
which aimed to marginalize minori-
ties, particularly the Muslims. He
mentioned that Pakistan was com-
mitted to safeguarding the rights of
its minorities, and took prompt
action if any injustice was being
done to them. 

He highlighted that India was
trying to change the demographic
structure of the IIOJK to transform
the Kashmiri people into a minority
in their own land. He urged the
world to put pressure on India to
reverse its illegal demographic
changes in the occupied territory.
Expressing grave concern over the
human rights violations and denial
of rights to the people of IIOJK, the
head of the delegation, Mr Andrew

Gwynne, said that that the torture
and brutalities being committed by
India were unacceptable. He added
that they had been supporting the
Kashmiri cause in the British par-
liament. He also underscored the
need for putting pressure on India
to hold a plebiscite in IIOJK to
grant the people of Jammu and
Kashmir their right to self-determi-
nation. 

He remarked that revoking the
special status of IIOJK was allowing
India to change the demography of
the valley. He further said that
Pakistan and the UK enjoyed excel-
lent relations in the fields of educa-
tion and business that needed to be
further improved for the betterment
of the two countries. The delegation
also expressed concern over the
plight of minorities, particularly the
Muslims, in the Indian Gujrat and
IIOJK. The President appreciated
the support of the Kashmiri diaspo-
ra in the UK and members of the
British parliament for supporting
the Kashmir cause.

President and British delegation
for stopping HRs abuses in IOJK

Shehryar case:
IHC rejects

apology of DC
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday rejected
the unconditional apology of
Deputy Commissioner ICT
Irfan Memon in a contempt
case against him and others
pertaining to the issuance of
MPO orders for the arrest
PTI’s leader Shehryar
Afridi.

The court instructed the
prosecution to prepare a
schedule of further proceed-
ings in the case. Justice
Babar Sattar of IHC heard
the case wherein DC Irfan
Memon, SSP Operations
Jameel Zafar and others also
appeared. At the outset of
hearing, Irfan Memon
extended unconditional
apology before the bench.

To this, the bench
expressed annoyance with
him and said that why not a
show-cause notice should be
served to him as he was
approaching the judge
through family and friends.
He said that he assured that
he never tried to make any
approach. The court rejected
the unconditional apology of
the Deputy Commissioner
and said that the apology
with such conduct wouldn’t
benefit him.

Bilawal paid
tribute to the
16 workers

F.P. Report

KARACHI / ISLAM-
ABAD/ NAWABSHAH,
September 28: Chairman of
Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has paid glowing
tribute to the 16 workers of
his party on their 40th mar-
tyrdom anniversary who,
during the Movement for
Restoration of Democracy
(MRD), were brutally killed
by General Zia Regime on
September 29, 1983 in vil-
lage Punhal Chandio of
Shaheed Benazirabad dis-
trict. 

According to the press
release issued by Media
Cell Bilawal House, the
PPP Chairman, in his mes-
sage, said that 16 party
workers, Shaheed Tharoo
Chandio, Shaheed Rajab
Ali Chandio, Shaheed Ali
Sher Chandio, Shaheed
Ghulam Mustafa Chandio,
Shaheed Pir Bux Chandio,
Shaheed Urs Chandio,
Shaheed Siddique Chandio,
Shaheed Gulab Chandio,
Shaheed Hashim
Khaskheli, Shaheed Janib
Khaskheli, Shaheed Miro
Khaskheli, Shaheed Ali Gul
Khaskheli, Shaheed
Muhammad Ramzan
Khaskheli, Shaheed
Mehboob Ali Solangi,
Shaheed Allah Rakhio
Solangi and Shaheed
Hussain Bux Manganhar
were brave democratic and
political activists.
"Humanity will forever be
ashamed of the Zia regime's
atrocities on PPP workers,
whose only crime was to
call for the restoration of
democracy in the country,"
he added.

Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said that
after the judicial assassina-
tion of Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, the first elected
Prime Minister of the coun-
try, the determination and
courage shown by the peo-
ple of the entire country in
the movement led by
'Madar-e-Jamhuriat' Begum
Nusrat Bhutto and Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
is a unforgetable chapter of
our national history.
"Democracy in Pakistan is
the result of the long strug-
gle and great sacrifices of
our party's leadership and
workers," he added. 

Three killed
over love
marriage

GUJRANWALA (INP):
Three including two women
were killed over love mar-
riage feud in Dhule police
station jurisdiction in
Gujranwala on Thursday.
According to details, key
accused Ashraf and his fami-
ly was displeased over love
marriage of his daughter who
tied the knot at her own will
one month earlier. 

In the evasion of resolv-
ing the dispute, they called
the newly-wed couple and
mother of the youth to their
home. The culprits shot dead
Abbas, his wife Laiba and
mother Shama and fled the
scene after committing triple
murder.


