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NAB summons Gandapur

ISLAMABAD (PPI): The National
Accountability Bureau has summoned
former federal minister Ali Amin
Gandapur for the investigation into 90
million pounds scam against PTI
Chairman Imran Khan, it emerged
Friday. Through the office of Dera Ismail
Khan DPO, the Rawalpindi NAB sent a
call-up notice to Gandapur to appear
before the bureau’s Central Investigation
Team on September 13.

Gas tariff to be increased

ISLAMABAD (INP): After the
approval of relief to electricity con-
sumption, the IMF demanded Pakistani
government a significant 45-50 percent
rise in gas prices. According to the
details, the IMF demanded an increase
in gas tariff from 45 to 50 percent in the
account of ‘Fuel Adjustment Charges’
from July 01 while emphasizing a
crackdown on electricity and gas theft
to improve recovery.
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister AnwaAr-ul-Haq Kakar chairing the 5th Apex Committee
meeting of Special Investment Facilitation Council.

LONDON (Agencies): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo and former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif has, for the first time,
confirmed that he will be returning
to Pakistan in October this year.

Nawaz — who has been in self-
imposed exile in London since
November 2019 owing to health
reasons — said this for the first
time on Friday during his meeting
with his party workers and support-
ers at Stanhope House. Those in
attendance included ex-PM
Shehbaz Sharif and PML-N leaders
Chaudhary Tanveer, Danyal
Chaudhary, Chaudhary Nadeem
Khan, Dr Anjum and others.

Sources present during the meet-
ing at Stanhope House indicated

that Nawaz’s travel to Pakistan is
confirmed next month although no
exact date has been fixed. A private
TV channle had revealed three
weeks ago that the PML-N supre-
mo was set to return to Pakistan in
the middle of October. The sources
also shared with a private TV chan-
nel that the three-time premier will
be returning in the “second half of
October”.

Two weeks ago, PML-N
President Shehbaz said that his
elder brother would be returning in
October. “Nawaz Sharif will return
to Pakistan in October and lead the
election campaign and this has
been decided after the PML-N
party consultations,” Shehbaz said
as Nawaz stood next to him.

Shehbaz went on to say that
Nawaz would face the law of the
land when he is back in Pakistan.
Nawaz reached London on
November 19, 2019, when he fell
critically ill in prison. It was
alleged by the family that the Imran
Khan-led government and his
“backers” had tried to poison
Nawaz. 

He was treated at the Harley
Street Clinic and London Bridge
Hospital for four months. Nawaz
had been diagnosed with an
immune system disorder and doc-
tors in Pakistan recommended that
he should go abroad for treatment
as his condition continued to dete-
riorate despite the best possible
care in the country.

Nawaz confirms
homecoming next month

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court
(SC) on Friday rejected the then-
Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM)-led government's objection
against the five-member bench led by
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Umar
Ata Bandial hearing the alleged audio
leaks. 

The five-member larger bench of
the apex court, headed by CJP
Bandial and comprising Justice Ijazul
Ahsen, Justice Munib Akhtar, Justice
Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi and Justice
Shahid Waheed, was formed earlier in
May this year to hear petitions
against the then government's move
to form inquiry commission led by
senior puisne Judge Qazi Faez Isa to
probe audio leaks involving the
supreme court judges. 

Subsequently, the then-PDM gov-
ernment filed a civil miscellaneous
application (CMA) in the apex court
requesting that CJP Bandial, Justice
Ahsan and Justice Akhtar recuse
themselves from the five-member
larger bench hearing the instant mat-
ter. The short verdict, announced by
Justice Ahsan on Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) President Abid
Shahid Zubairi's petition requesting
to declare the commission's forma-
tion illegal, said that the objections
raised by the previous government
against judges were tantamount to an
"attack on the independence of the
judiciary".

The apex court reserved the ver-
dict on the then government's petition
on June 6. On May 26, the larger
bench suspended the operation of the
government’s notification, constitut-
ing a Judicial Commission for prob-
ing the veracity of alleged audios and
halted until May 31 the proceedings
of the commission. 

“In the circumstances, till the next
date of hearing, the operation of the
impugned notification
No.SRO.596(I)/2023 dated
19.05.2023 issued by the Federal
Government is suspended as is the
order dated 22.05.2023 made by the
Commission and in consequence
thereof proceedings of the
Commission are stayed”, Chief
Justice Umer Ata Bandial had
announced in a short order. The gov-
ernment, in its CMA, said: “Chief
Justice Umar Ata Bandial, Justice
Ijazul Ahsan and Justice Munib
Akhtar should not listen to the audio
leak case,” the petition appealed,
adding that the “three respected
judges should refuse to sit in the five-
member larger bench." 

The plea further added that the
objection raised by the Attorney
General for Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor
Usman Awan against the chief jus-
tice’s presence in a hearing on May
25 was not accepted. Citing the fact
that one of the leaked audios before
the inquiry commission related to the
CJP’s family member, the federal
government said that according to
judicial decisions and the code of
conduct, a judge cannot hear the
actions of his relatives.

The petition further added that in
the Arsalan Iftikhar case, the former
chief justice Iftikhar Chaudhary
recused himself from the bench.
Moreover, it added that the alleged
audio leak is also related to Justice
Ahsan and Justice Munib. Punjab's
former chief justice Parvez Elahi's
audio mentions Justice Ahsan, while
the audio between the two women
mentioned Justice Munib, the appli-
cation contended reasons for why
these two judges should recuse them-
selves. Judicial commission

A high-powered judicial commis-

sion comprising Justice Qazi Faez Isa
along with Justice Naeem Akhtar
Afghan and Justice Aamer Farooq
was tasked on May 20 to probe the
audio leaks related to the judiciary.
The commission was tasked to com-
plete the inquiry within 30 days.
Among the multiple audio leaks, the
commission will also probe into the
veracity of the alleged call between
former Punjab chief minister
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi and a sitting
top court judge as well as another call
between CM Elahi and a Supreme
Court lawyer over the constitution of
an apex court bench.

Subsequently, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan
questioned the government for the
"deliberate omission" of the terms of
reference (TORs) and challenged the
formation of the three-member judi-
cial commission on audio leaks.
Babar Awan, the PTI chief's lawyer
and party leader, had filed the plea on
his behalf requesting the court to
declare the notification for constitut-
ing the commission null and void.
Similarly, Zubairi had also chal-
lenged the audio leaks commission to
summon directing him to appear
before the panel in connection with
the inquiry.

Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar
earlier said that the government did
not consult CJP Bandial before form-
ing the commission. In light of these
petitions, the Supreme Court stayed
the proceedings of the commission
and suspended the federal govern-
ment's notification of the commis-
sion's constitution. The order was
issued by a five-member SC bench
headed by Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial and comprising Justice Ijaz
ul Ahsan, Justice Munib Akhtar,
Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi and
Justice Shahid Waheed.

Audio leaks case: SC throws out
PDM govt’s plea challenging bench

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The five-
year constitutional term of
the office of President Dr
Arif Alvi completed on
Friday. He assumed the
office of President of
Pakistan on September 9,
2018. However, President
Alvi will not vacate the
presidency and will contin-
ue to perform his duties till
the election of the new
president.

After holding some
important consultative
meetings last week,
President Alvi agreed to
perform his duties until the
new president assumes
charge. Yesterday, former
federal minister
Muhammad Ali Durrani
also held a long meeting
with President Alvi. The
president has reached
Islamabad after completing
his visit to Lahore. He will
perform his usual official
assignments today.

The extended stay at
Presidency will make Arif
Alvi the only head of state
in the country’s history who
have kept his post even
after his term ends, though

Chaudhry Fazal Elahi also
had spent an additional
month in office as a figure-
head before General Ziaul
Haq became president on
Sept 16, 1978.

Under the law, the presi-
dent is elected by members
of both houses of the parlia-
ment — i.e. the Senate and
the National Assembly —
and the four provincial
assemblies. Article 44(1) of
the Constitution says that
the president will hold
office for a term of five
years from the day he
assumes charge, but he con-
tinues to hold the office
until a successor is chosen.
Throughout his term, Dr
Arif Alvi has remained at
the heart of controversies,
with critics accusing him of
playing with the
Constitution.

PTI demands President
Alvi to announce election
date: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) core committee
has demanded President Dr
Arif Alvi to announce elec-
tion date without a delay
and unanimously passed a
resolution during a session.

The PTI core committee
members said that the

country is facing constitu-
tional, political, democrat-
ic, administrative and eco-
nomic crises as the state
infrastructure was shaken
after the ‘unconstitutional
move’ of April 2022.

The committee said that
the Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) assem-
blies had been dissolved on
January 14 and 18 respec-
tively but the Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM) government did not
fulfil its constitutional duty
to organise polls in 90 days
besides violating the
Supreme Court’s April 4
order. The political party
urged for concrete steps to
establish a democratic gov-
ernment to resolve the cri-
sis.

The PTI core committee
said that Article 48 bounds
the president to finalise
the election date in 90
days and the president
should fulfil his constitu-
tional duty. The core com-
mittee said that the presi-
dent would be responsible
for violating constitutional
and democratic rights if he
failed to give election
date.

President’s constitutional
term completed

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister
for Information and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi on Friday said the
caretaker government respected the
international financial agreements
and would continue to implement
them in true letter and spirit. 

Addressing a news conference
here after the first session of two-day
meeting of Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC), the min-
ister said deliberations were held on
the measures which were essential for
reducing the government's expendi-
tures and circular debt. He was
flanked by Caretaker Minister for
Finance Dr Shamshad Akhtar,
Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali,
and Minister for Industry and
Production Gohar Ijaz.

Solangi said discussions were also
held on working out a schedule for
implementing the decisions already
taken to carry out privatization of
some departments. He said measures
to stop misuse of international agree-
ments, if there is any, also came under
discussion. Restructuring of the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR),
measures for removing bottlenecks in
foreign direct investment, including
visa policy reforms, and steps to
improve performance of different
departments were also part of exten-

sive discussion held on the first day
of the SIFC meeting. 

He said an issue of smuggling of
commodities, petroleum products and
dollars were discussed at length. At
the outset of the press conference, the
minister said traditionally, a press
release was issued to highlight the
decisions and discussions of the
SIFC, but from now onward, the pub-
lic would be informed by the caretak-
er government through briefings by
the relevant ministers. The main
objectives of SIFC were to boost for-
eign direct investment in different
sectors including mining, information
technology and agriculture, the min-
ister remarked.

Meanwhile, the Caretaker Minister
for Energy, Power and Petroleum
Muhammad Ali on Friday stressed
the need of exploring oil and gas
reserves in order to reduce the import
bill. The minister said since 2013
work on the exploration of gas and oil
had been lessened while annual
import bill to meet their shortage per-
sistently increased with rising circu-
lar debt. "We have to focus on explo-
ration of oil and gas so that we can
reduce our dependence on the import-
ed fuel," he added.

Muhammad Ali said the SIFC dis-
cussed ways and means to control the
cost of electricity generation and it
theft, and save capacity charges pay-

ment (to independent power produc-
ers) in the winter. "We want to give
industries such a tariff in incremental
supply so that we don't face losses in
capacity charges payment even if
they use more electricity as compared
to previous years," the minister
added.

He said matters related to gover-
nance and functioning of distribution
companies (discos) and their privati-
zation also came under discussion in
the meeting. "We have to strengthen
their governing boards and manage-
ment, which will in turn help stop
power theft and start recoveries," he
said.

The SFIC reviewed the possibility
of evolving a mechanism under
which the power plants could supply
electricity directly to the industry
after paying the wheeling charges, he
added. The minister said the gas sec-
tor was also facing alarmingly high
losses."We have to improve the gas
pricing structure in order to save the
government from losses." He said the
meeting discussed as to how the
industry could be provided the
required gas despite its increased
domestic consumption in the winter
"We have to install more liquefied
natural gas (LNG) terminals and also
bring in more LNG in the coming
days so that the industries can work to
their full potential."

Caretaker govt continues to
implement int’l pacts: Solangi

NEW DELHI (Agenies): US
President Joe Biden and
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have pledged
to deepen ties between their
two countries, as the leaders
held direct talks ahead of a
Group of 20 summit in New
Delhi at the weekend.

In a joint statement on
Friday, shortly after Biden
landed in the Indian capital,
the US and India reaffirmed
their support for “a free,
open, inclusive, and resilient
Indo-Pacific” as members of
the Quad alliance, which also
includes Australia and Japan.

The talks marked the sec-
ond in-person meeting
between Biden and Modi
since June, when the Indian
leader made an official state
visit to the White House as
part of the countries’ push to
bolster their alliance in the
face of China’s growing
influence. “Many say that
right now, it’s really a kind of
golden age when it comes to
the ties between the US and

India. Things have almost
never been better,” Al
Jazeera’s Katrina Yu reported
from New Delhi on Friday
ahead of the Biden-Modi
meeting.

“Undoubtedly, what’s
bringing these two sides
together is their bonding
over their shared concern
over … China’s rising influ-
ence in the region,” she said.
The US is hoping to boost
India “as a possible counter-
weight” to China, Yu said,
as Washington views
Beijing as its top global
competitor and ties between
the pair have been tested in
recent years over a number
of issues.

For his part, Modi is hop-
ing “to project India … as an
alternative leader of the
Global South, a title really
that Beijing – arguably – cur-
rently holds”, Yu added.
India late last month lodged
an objection through diplo-
matic channels with Beijing
over China’s new standard

map that lays claim to India’s
territory along their shared
border. The map was released
just days after Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
met on the sidelines of a sum-
mit of the BRICS bloc of
developing economies —
Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa — and
agreed to work to de-escalate
tensions at their disputed bor-
der.

Biden welcomed a deal to
allow General Electric to pro-
duce jet engines in India to
power Indian military air-
craft, according to the joint
statement, as well as an
agreement for India to pur-
chase US drones. Biden and
Modi also “re-emphasized
the shared values of freedom,
democracy, human rights,
inclusion, pluralism, and
equal opportunities for all cit-
izens are critical to the suc-
cess our countries enjoy and
that these values strengthen
our relationship”, the state-
ment said.

Biden and Modi pledge
to deepen ties in talks

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Chairman Pakistan People's
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has said
that even before the announcement of the
general election schedule, all the devel-
opment funds including rehabilitation
projects for flood victims in Sindh are
being frozen and officers are being trans-
ferred, and demanded the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to look
into why the duplicitous policy is being
run only against Sindh, and why the
above rules and regulations are not being
implemented in the Center, Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

According to the press release issued
by Media Cell Bilawal House, Chairman
PPP visited the residence of party's Ex
MNA late Sher Muhammed Baloch in
Dawood Goth area of Malir and extended
his condolence to the bereaved family. 

Later, speaking to the media,
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said
that the date of the election has not been
announced yet, but the ECP is exercising
powers that are not within its discretion.
"I demand that restrictions on develop-
ment work in Sindh be lifted, and until
the ECP announces the schedule of
upcoming general election, the ban on
development work should be lifted", he
demanded and adding that the funds for
the flood victims shouldn't be freezed in
Sindh alike in Punjab and the Center.

Chairman PPP said that the ECP
should announce the date of the next gen-
eral elections without delay. He said that
there is a difference of opinion among the
PPP, ECP and PDM on the interpretation
of the constitution regarding the holding
of general elections, adding that the PPP
believes that according to the constitution
it is necessary to hold elections within 90
days, but the ECP and other parties main-
tain that it is necessary to delimit the con-
stituencies before the elections.

In response to a question regarding
Maulana Fazal Rehman's recent state-
ment, Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said that his party was ready for elections
earlier and as well as today, adding that
PPP was ready for election on May 14
and also within 60 days. This question
should be asked to those who run away

from every election.
In response to a journalist's question

about the meeting of the business com-
munity with the COAS General Asim
Munir, Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said that businessmen meeting the army
chief is not a new thing in the country, as
the business community has been meet-
ing military chiefs in the past as well.
"The country's business community has
access to politicians and bureaucracy,
including the army chief and the judici-
ary," he continued.

Chairman PPP said that the people of
the country do not have direct access to
the judiciary or anyone else, but the peo-
ple have access to the PPP. "The people
are crying and saying that they are drown-
ing in the tsunami of inflation. They can-
not pay the electricity bill, they cannot get
treatment for their elders. The people
demand that these problems be solved,"
he dded and furthered that PPP represents
the people, and people's problems can be
solved only by PPP. "PPP has a manifesto,
(and) a track record. We have always
served the people," he pointed out.

In response to a reporter's question,
Chairman PPP said that a politician who
based his politics on the narrative that he
will put everyone (politicians) in jail,
today himself is in jail and this is a mes-
sage for all politicians. "This is also a
clear message for those who are ready to
make puppets all the time," he added. He
said that the puppet who had been invest-
ed for 30 years attacked Jinnah House
and GHQ on May 9. This is a lesson. "I
have heard that the politician who is in
jail is facing difficulties. We encourage
them, and want to tell them, "Ghabrana
Nahin Hy" (Don't worry.)," he added.

Meanwhile, Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari recieved warm welcome by the
party workers and public on his arrival in
Malir. Later, Chairman PPP visited the
residence of late party leader and former
Nazim of Saddar Town Karachi Farooq
Faria late in Civil Lines area and con-
doled with his son Farhan Faria, son-in-
law Salman Jangra and grandson Saim
Salman. Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari prayed for departed soul and
extended his condolences to bereaved
family.

Bilawal calls
for timely polls

SIFC body
focuses on ways

to improve
businesses

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The fifth
meeting of the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council's (SIFC) Apex
Committee held here on
Friday with a special focus
to improve the overall busi-
ness and investment envi-
ronment in the country
being imperative for 'eco-
nomic revival'. 

The meeting was chaired
by Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar and attended by
Chief of Army Staff,
Federal Cabinet members,
provincial chief ministers
and high-level government
officials. The ministries
concerned presented their
plans/roadmaps to over-
come the macroeconomic
challenges, governance
related impediments and
voids in regulatory mecha-
nisms in a bid to attract
both foreign and domestic
investment, and stimulate
economic growth. 

The committee deliber-
ated upon various measures
to be taken in short, medi-
um and long terms to reap
the envisaged dividends.
Various practical steps
were approved by the
prime minister that will be
operationalized as soon as
possible. The prime minis-
ter asked the ministries to
deliver optimal results irre-
spective of the time that
was available with the care-
taker government and
emphasized to lay a strong
foundation for the future
government.

Nepra okays
Rs1.46 per
unit hike in
power tariff

ISLAMABAD (PPI):
National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) on Friday notified
an increase of Rs1.46 per
unit in electricity prices on
account of fuel charges
adjustment (FCA) for the
month of July 2023.

The regulatory authority
announced the decision on
a petition filed by the
Central Power Purchasing
Authority (CPPA) after
power distribution compa-
nies (DISCOs) demanded
adjustment for the month.
The additional amount will
be collected in bills for the
month of September 2023.
This hike in power tariff
under the head FCA will
not be applicable to K-
Electric and lifeline con-
sumers while power distri-
bution companies
(DISCOs) will reflect the
increase in power price
separately in consumers’
bills.

Earlier in the day, care-
taker Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi said consultation
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) was
underway for the relief in
electricity bills. Talking to
a private channel, the min-
ister said some final deci-
sions for the purpose were
taken during the last meet-
ing of the Cabinet presided
over by Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar the other day. He
said the prime minister had
directed the relevant stake-
holders to hold a consulta-
tion with the IMF which
was underway. The minis-
ter said the position on the
relief in the electricity bills
for the masses would be
clear within a few days.

FO hopes
Afghan govt
to fulfill its
obligations 

ISLAMABAD (PPI): For-
eign Office has hoped the
interim Afghan government
will fulfill its obligations and
deny the use of its soil by the
terrorists for perpetuating
acts of terrorism against
Pakistan.

Responding to the queries
of media persons in
Islamabad today regarding
the recent terrorist attack on
military posts in Chitral,
Foreign Office Spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said
Pakistan has communicated
its concerns about the latest
incident to the interim
Afghan authorities.
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F.P. Report

LAHORE: The Centre for
Aerospace & Security
Studies (CASS), Lahore
organized a commemora-
tive seminar titled "Pakistan
Air Force : Second to
None" on September 7,
2023. This event paid trib-
ute to the enduring legacy
of the Pakistan Air Force
(PAF), rooted in Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah's vision of being
'Second to None'.

The 1965 and 1971
wars tested PAF's mettle,
resulting in shining victo-
ries and showcasing pro-
fessionalism. The semi-
nar's goal was to extract
invaluable lessons from
these historical chapters,
guiding the PAF's pursuit
of becoming a topnotch
air force, committed to
defending the nation with
unwavering excellence.

Group Captain Faisal
ul Rehman, Director Ops
and Admin, CASS
Lahore, delivered the
introductory remarks. His
speech was followed by a
keynote address by Air
Commodore Kaiser Tufail
(Retd), who highlighted
accomplishments of the
PAF in 1965 and 1971
wars. Following the
keynote address, Air
Commodore Khalid
Chishti (Retd) shed light
on the remarkable

achievements of PAF war
heroes. Additionally, two
distinguished war veter-
ans, Air Commodore
Abdul Basit (Retd) and
Air Commodore Farooq
Haider (Retd), shared
their personal accounts
from the 1965 and 1971
wars. An extensive ques-
tion and answer session
followed the statements
by the guest speakers.

Air Marshal Asim
Suleiman (Retd),
President CASS Lahore,
in his concluding

remarks, said that for an
effective, watchful, and
hard-hitting air force, it is
important to have focused
training; state of the art
equipment and weapons;
and self-sufficient indus-
trial base with indige-
nously developed tech-
nologies. Under the lead-
ership of the current Chief
of the Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmad
Babar Sidhu, PAF has
undergone a strategic
reset in terms of combat
training along with acqui-

sition of requisite equip-
ment and infrastructure
development, to maintain
its legacy of having cut-
ting edge combat capabil-
ities. PAF has recently
made extensive induc-
tions to stay abreast with
modern technologies and
state of the art weapon
systems. They include,
induction of PL-15 air to
air missiles and its inte-
gration to the launching
platform, J10-C opera-
tionalization, offensive
air and ground launched
weapons, array of UAVs
from strategic to tactical
usage, variety of powerful
EW equipment, cyber
capability in all such
domains and launching of
PFX Pakistan’s Advanced
Flight etc.  The inductions
made in last two years are
strategic in nature and
vision of the Air Chief is
to have a long lasting
impact on the PAF’s oper-
ational preparedness and
combat readiness.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Essential
Commodities including
sugar and urea are smuggled
from Pakistan and goods
including POL are smuggled
into Pakistan through unfre-
quented routes spanning the
bordering areas of
Afghanistan and Iran. These
smuggled goods are subse-
quently transported via trucks
and in case of passenger
vehicles in smaller quantities
to the main urban centers.

Being cognizant of this
phenomenon, Pakistan
Customs has intensified the
counter smuggling opera-
tions and started crackdown
against the smuggled goods
especially Essential
Commodities, POL,
Currency and other goods.
During the last fortnight,
Pakistan Customs seized
large quantities of essential
commodities worth approxi-
mately Rs. 2.25 Billion in
various operations across the
country including Quetta,
D.I. Khan, Multan, Karachi,
Sargodha and Lahore
regions. The major seized
essential commodities
included sugar, urea, POL,
Pak currency as well as tyres,
black tea, betel nuts, vehicles,
iron, steel and other goods.

In Balochistan region on
2nd September, Customs
Enforcement-Quetta seized
1,637 tons of sugar worth
approximately Rs. 1.0 billion
from smugglers in a convoy
of 15 trucks. This was fol-
lowed by massive seizure of
smuggled goods and vehi-
cles, worth Rs. 519 million
on Daraban-Darazinda Road
DIK on 3rd Sep 2023 in col-
laboration with local police
and 218,000 liters of smug-
gled POL / diesel, valuing
approximately Rs. 137.6
Million by Customs
Enforcement-D.I. Khan.
During last week, Customs
Enforcement – Karachi dis-
rupted the flow of smuggled
POL by seizing Iranian origin
115,000 litres diesel and
30,000 liters petrol.  

Moreover, strict instruc-
tions to the anti-smuggling
formations including
mobile squads of the
Collectorates and airports
have been issued to keep
vigilance on the illicit
movement of essential
goods / commodities,
Iranian POL and currency.
Chairman FBR Malik
Amjed Zubair Tiwana and
Member Customs
(Operations) Ms. Zeba Hai
Azhar have appreciated the
Pakistan Customs for taking
timely action to thwart the
smuggling of essential
goods. Pakistan Customs is
committed to eliminate the
menace of smuggling and
would continue intensifying
its anti-smuggling opera-
tions across the country.

Russian CG
calls calls 
on Mayor

KARACHI (APP): Consul
General of Russian
Federation Andrey V.
Fedorov called on the
Mayor Karachi Barrister
Murtaza Wahab here on
Friday and discussed issues
of mutual interest. 

On this occasion, they
expressed goodwill. 

While exchanging views
with the CJ, the mayor said
that there was a lot of room
for expansion in mutual
relations between Pakistan
and the Russian Federation,
adding they wanted to ben-
efit from the experiences
and technical expertise of
the Russian Federation in
various fields related to
civil affairs. 

Attractive opportunities
are available for investment
companies belonging to the
Russian Federation in
Karachi where they would
be provided with all kinds
of support. He said that
because of the international
sea ports, Karachi was very
suitable for trade with
Central Asian countries,
adding the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation
was taking steps to mod-
ernize the basic infrastruc-
ture of the city.

He said a strategy for
development projects of
Karachi had been
designed in view of the
future requirements and to
meet the challenges
ahead. The CG  described
his stay in Karachi as
pleasant and said that the
bilateral relations between
Pakistan and the Russian
Federation would increase
in the future. The devel-
opment process carried
out in Karachi would
prove beneficial for its
citizens, he added.

PHA starts
preparing beds

for winter flowers
LAHORE (APP): The
Parks and Horticulture
Authority (PHA) on Friday
started to beautify the city
as it began preparing
flower beds for winter
seedlings. PHA Director
General Muhammad Tahir
Watto also came to field to
look after horticulture
preparations.

Antirrhinium, Marigold,
Flowering Cabbage,
C h r y s a n t h e m u m ,
Gerenium, Dahlia, Gerbra,
Hollyhock, Cosmos,
Verbena, Zinnia and other
seasonal flowers would be
planted on beds.   

During his inspection,
DG Tahir Watto stressed
the importance of maintain-
ing cleanliness and horti-
culture standards, instruct-
ing beat officers to be vigi-
lant in their duties.

His surprise inspection
covered key areas such as
Gulberg Main Market,
Liberty Roundabout,
Hussain Chowk, Mini
Market, Zahoor Elahi
Road, Jail Road and
Ferozepur Road. 

Watto emphasized the
need for aesthetic and func-
tional improvements, urg-
ing immediate attention to
neglected parts of the city.

In his efforts to
enhance the city's visual
appeal, Watto scrutinized
various localities, focus-
ing on maintenance of
flower beds and green
belts and called for com-
prehensive improve-
ments. Wattoo also close-
ly monitored progress of
horticultural preparations,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of preserving the
city's green ambiance and
visual allure. Additionally,
he encouraged officers to
engage with residents who
utilize parks for recreation-
al activities, seeking their
valuable input on their
needs and preferences.

‘Rs. 2.25b worth of 
essential commodities seized’

‘Pakistan Air Force:
Second to None’

F.P. Report

KARACHI: On the occasion of World
Suicide Prevention Day, celebrated on
September 10 globally, Karwan-e-Hayat,
Institute for Mental Health Care, one of
Pakistan’s leading mental healthcare organi-
zations, working towards the prevention,
treatment and rehabilitation of mental illness
in the marginalized sections of the commu-
nity, held a seminar at a leading hotel to raise
awareness about suicide prevention, provide
valuable insights, and encourage collective
action to combat this national crisis.

Suicide remains a pressing issue world-
wide, affecting millions of individuals and
their families. This seminar effectively pro-
vided a platform to address this critical con-
cern and promote understanding, compas-
sion, and action within Pakistan.

The seminar featured a distinguished
panel of experts, mental health advocates,
and individuals who shared their insights,
stories, and practical strategies for suicide
prevention. Industry experts included Dr.

Sana Siddiqi, Prof. Dr. Haider Naqvi, Prof.
Dr. Qudsia Tarique, Prof. Dr. Naeem Siddiqi,
Prof. Dr. Imran Bashir Chaudhary, Prof. Dr.
Iqbal Afridi, Dr. Karim Khawaja, Dr. Ajmal
Kazmi and Prof. Dr.Naeem Siddiqi.
Attendees had the opportunity to engage in
meaningful discussions, ask questions, and
gain a deeper understanding of how they can
make a difference in their communities.

Sindh Health Minister, Dr. Saad Khalid
Niaz, was the Guest of Honour for the semi-
nar. In his speech, he outlined the work that
was presently being done to prevent suicides
and promote mental wellbeing in the local
communities. Sharing Pakistani statistics to
make it more contextualized, Dr. Niaz
explained the reasons for suicides in Pakistan
and elaborated that majority of reported cases
occur in young adults. He pledged to intensi-
fy efforts to raise awareness about suicide pre-
vention and to promoting mental wellness. In
the end he also thanked Karwan-e-Hayat for
being a beacon of hope and a vital partner in
the government’s mission to prevent suicide
and foster understanding and support.

Saad to intensify efforts
to prevent suicides at

Karwan-e-Hayat seminar

Court Notice

I
N the Court of Saima
Ehsan Civil Judge
II/Allaqa Qazi Buner at

Daggar.Case No.158/1,
Institution.17/5/2023. Date
of hearing. 21/9/2023.
Fazal Akbar VS Said
Zamen. Notice to No
1.Said Zamen s/o Sar
Zamen 7.Said Zari d/o Sar
Zamen resident of
Pukhtanu Mera tehsel
Chaghorzai district Buner.
Whereas in the above
mentioned case the men-
tioned defendants can not
be served in the ordinary
way, it is, therefore, pro-
claimed that if the said
defendants will/shall not
appear personally or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8.30 am dated
21/9/2023 the proceeding
will be taken ex-parte.
Given under my hand and
seal of this Court.
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F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Executive of
Paraplegic Center Peshawar, Dr. Syed
Muhammad Ilyas, during a simple but
impressive ceremony at Hayatabad
Peshawar, handed over a donation
cheque to George Ghulam, priest of the
Diocese of Peshawar, for the victims of
the Jardanwala tragedy. These dona-
tions were collected by the employees
and volunteers of the center during a
campaign for helping the affected
Christian brethren. A large number of
Christian community leaders and center
employees participated in the event.

On this occasion, Dr. Ilyas clarified

that the purpose of the ceremony is to
express solidarity and brotherhood with
the Christian community over the tragic
incident of Jaranwala, because, he said,
as humanity, the hearts of people of both
religions beat the same. He said that the
officers, doctors, junior staff and volun-
teers of the Paraplegic Center collected
donations beyond their means to heal
the wounds of their Christian sisters and
brothers in today's era of extreme infla-
tion, which is a bright example of sacri-
fice. He said that the homes and proper-
ties of many Christian people were
damaged in this incident, and the entire
Muslim Ummah in general and the
Muslims of Pakistan in particular are

deeply grieved on it.
He said the purpose of this event is

not only to encourage the Christian
brothers and sisters present here but also
to convey the message to the minority
communities of the entire country to the
world that Pakistan belongs to all of us
and the people living here are its equal
citizens. On this occasion, the chief
guest, Priest George Ghulam of Diocese
of Peshawar, while appreciating the
selfless services of Syed Muhammad
Ilyas, head of the institution and the
other staff, said that the excellent servic-
es of the institution for the disabled and
the missionary spirit of the staff are
commendable.

Relief cheque handed over to priest

Noor Zia

N
OWADAYS, food
insecurity is a seri-
ous and challeng-

ing problem around the
globe. Food insecurity
refers to a lack of nutri-
tious food for growth and
development. It can be
due to the unavailability
of food or limited access
to food. 

It is often rooted in
poverty and hampers the
country's ability to devel-
op its economy. In 2023,
due to rapid population
growth, severe climate
fluctuations, and econom-
ic challenges, the problem
of food insecurity has
taken center stage around
the globe. It can be long-
term or short-term and is
triggered by factors such
as low income, unemploy-
ment, and sometimes by
disability. The risk
increases when there is no
money to buy food and
related stuff.

According to the World
Food Programme (which
works in 79 countries),
over 345 million people
will face high food insecu-
rity in 2023. The number
is not half, but double the
number in 2020. It shows a
shocking rise of 200 mil-
lion people after the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Reasons for global food

insecurity:
The global population

increases; rough estimate
is that it will reach 9.7 bil-
lion by 2050. So, overpop-
ulation places significant
pressure on food produc-
tion and systems of distri-
bution, especially in
developing countries.
With the increase in popu-
lation, there is no proper
or balanced system for
food distribution.

Besides overpopulation,
extreme weather patterns
and rising temperatures
have disturbed agriculture
around the globe. The
unpredictable weather
badly affects crops. Floods
and droughts also worsen
the world's economy and
agriculture.

In addition, poverty and
income inequality in many
regions are also the causes
of global food insecurity.
The problems are exacer-
bated by inflation and lim-
ited access to food. How
can small kids lying on the
banks of roads and fly-
overs earn money and pro-
vide food for their fami-
lies?

Ongoing conflicts in
most parts of the world
also result in food insecu-
rity. People are busy think-
ing about and taking part
in conflicts, forgetting the
fundamental need to pro-
vide food.

Impacts on health and
education:

Food insecurity highly
affects people's health and
education. If people do not
have proper food, how can
they get an education?
"Health is wealth." If you
have poor health, you will
be unable to do something.
In countries where the
cycle of poverty is
expanding, people have
poor health, and the ratio
of education is too low,
such as Afghanistan,
Nigeria, etc. Also, malnu-
trition and poor academic
performance are directly
proportional to each other.
A high illiteracy rate
affects the overall econo-
my of the country.

Global food insecurity
is a severe challenge that
needs a coordinated effort
from governments, inter-
national organizations,
NGOs, and the private
sector. Solving this issue is
not insurmountable. By
adopting sustainable prac-
tices, investing in infra-
structure, and prioritizing
climate adaptation, we can
work towards a world
where food security is not
a dream but a reality for
all.

The writer is student of
8th Semester at
Department of English,
Islamia College university
Peshawar.

Food insecurity as
a global health crisis

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar
Women's Literature Festival “Our
Words, Our World: Celebrating
Literacy Contributions” with its inau-
gural ceremony took place at the Jirga
Hall, within the Governor House in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Dr. Safia
Ahmed expresses her heartfelt grati-
tude to the Chief Guest; Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Qasim Jan, Minister of
Higher Education and all attendees
for their presence at the festival.

Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Women
University is making significant con-
tributions to the education and devel-
opment of women. The university has
organized a First Women Literature
Festival in collaboration with the
DOSTI Welfare Organization. The
Peshawar Women Literary Festival is
not just about literature; it celebrates
the power of words, ideas, and voic-
es. It serves as a platform for women
writers, thinkers, and creators to
share their stories, experiences, and
perspectives with the world. In a
world where women's voices have
often been marginalized or silenced,
this festival provides a vital space for
women to be heard, celebrated, and
appreciated.

The festival started with the
Welcome Remarks by the Vice
Chancellor, Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
women University, Peshawar, Prof. Dr.
Safia Ahmed (T.I). She then empha-
sized on the profound significance of
higher education in shaping the future
of society. The festival plays a role in
addressing gender imbalances in litera-
ture. It promotes diverse female narra-
tives and stories, helping to create a
more equitable representation of
women in literary works.

It helps to bring attention to
themes that are often overlooked,
such as a deeper understanding of
women's roles, challenges, and
achievements. Prof. Dr. Safia Ahmed
(T.I) in her speech also highlighted
that women have excelled in various
literary fields such as poets, story-

tellers, critics, researchers, essayists,
columnists, and travel writers. In
Western countries, women have bet-
ter access to opportunities and
resources for pursuing literary
careers. In the region being dis-
cussed, women face limited platforms
and resources, hindering their literary
aspirations.

The festival provides a unique
platform for women from different
regions, colleges, and universities to
share their literary work. It includes
book fairs and talk shows, allowing
women to display their literary talents
and engage with the audience. This
festival is a rare opportunity for
women who have not had the chance
to appear on a higher platform in their
lifetime. She welcomed all the
females to participate in their very
own women Literature Festival at
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Women
University from 6-10 November,
2023.

The Website & the Logo of the
Dosti Literature Festival Ist Edition
was launched on an SMD by the
Chief Guest, Dr. Muhammad Qasim
Jan, Prof. Dr. Safia Ahmed (T.I).
Panel Discussions and Author book
talk on the book “Sajda Pa Maikada”
by Samina Qadir” was also carried
out. Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) also took place between the
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Women
University and Dosti Welfare
Organization.

Renowned Writers and Poets
Bushra Farrukh, Samina Qadar, Dr
Musarat Jamal, Dr Robina Shaheen,
Gul e Arbab Dr. Naseem Akhtar, Dr.
Basmina Siraj, Dr. Antal Zia, Dr.
Rahila, Khursheed and many others
graced the occasion. 

The Minister Higher Education,
Dr. Muhammad Qasim Jan, congratu-
lated Prof. Dr.Safia Ahmed to be the
first Vice Chancellor to inaugurate
Women Literature Festival. He
emphasized that The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government is commit-
ted to providing equal opportunities
for women in various areas of life,

including education, health, employ-
ment, and business. The Women's
Literature Festival serves as a power-
ful testament to the influence of liter-
ature, education, and the voices of
women.

It stands as a joyful celebration of
collective humanity and a poignant
reminder that the written word pos-
sesses the potential to ignite inspira-
tion, impart knowledge, and catalyze
profound change in people's lives.
This festival will not only endure but
also serve as an enduring source of
inspiration for generations yet to
come. He also added that Literature
has the remarkable power to inspire,
educate, and unite us.

It transcends borders, languages,
and cultures and can foster under-
standing and empathy among people
from diverse backgrounds. The
Women Literary Festival serves as a
bridge between different communi-
ties and generations, promoting dia-
logue and fostering a sense of unity.

Special thanks given to the
Directorate of Youth Affairs, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, for supporting efforts
to promote women's literary abilities.
We are thankful to Mr. Irfan Khan,
Director Youth Affairs, without
whom this launching ceremony was
not possible. National Commission
for Human Development (NCHD)
was also Partners of the Dosti
Peshawar Women Literature Festival.

Dr. Muhammad Qasim Jan,
Minister Higher Education, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Prof. Dr. Safia
Ahmed (T.I) appreciated the efforts
of Team Leads Dr. Hamida Bibi
Chief Organizers, Tashfeen Zia,
Chief Program Coordinator, Sania
Siraj, Creative Lead, Dr. Sumaira
Gul, Content Coordinator and the
entire team. on this occasion they also
acknowledged the efforts of Director
NCHD Anwar Iqabal, Asif Riaz
Sahab, Said ul Amin, Ijaz Sahab,
Irfan, Riaz & Hamza. The ceremony
concluded with the distribution of
shield to the guests and organizing
Team.

Women Literature Festival: 
Our words, our world kicks off

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In order to develop small
and cottage industries in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, a new grand industrial
estate has been established on an area of
about one thousands kanals in the sub-
urbs of Peshawar, namely Sra Khawra
Zangli, wherein industrial plots will be
distributed by draw, while the last date
for submission of applications has been
fixed October 6, 2023.

This was revealed by Ghazanfar Ali,
Managing Director of Small Industries
Development Board Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPSIDP) while answer-
ing various questions of the host Hasnain
Malik in the program Studio 92 of
Pakhtunkhwa Radio. SIDB Deputy MD
Nauman Fayaz and Station Director
Ghulam Hussain Ghazi were also present
on the occasion.

Ghazanfar Ali said that 17 categories
relating to small industries will be given
priority in plot allotment while applica-
tion can also be submitted in general
quota. He said that the best investment
opportunities are being provided in this
industrial park for local businessmen,
women, inside and outside Pakistan peo-
ple. He said that after 50 years in the his-
tory of the province, the second largest
city was being established for small
industries, inviting overseas Pakistanis to
invest heavily and contribute to the econ-
omy of the province. He said that this
unique project is a golden opportunity to
promote industrialization and investment
in the provincial capital.

Ghazanfar Ali further said that plots of
1 kanal, 22 marla, 88 marla, 44 marla and
11 marla are being prepared in Industrial
Park Peshawar for which the last date of
submission of online application form
has been fixed as October 6, 2023. The
estimated cost of the two years mega
project of Peshawar Industrial Park proj-
ect covering 941 kanals is three billion
rupees.

Ghazanfar Ali said that Peshawar,
being the capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, was in dire need of a sec-
ond industrial estate at the level of small
industry for economic development,
employment opportunities and encourag-
ing investment at the local level. He said
that SIDB decided to set up a second
small industry level mega project in
Peshawar for catering the needs of local
industrialists and economic develop-
ment, which is now being implemented.

When asked about the feasibility of
this township, the managing director of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Small Industries
Development Board said that after much
deliberation and survey, it has been
decided to establish this new industrial
estate on Zangli Kohat Road. The dis-
tance between Industrial Park Peshawar
and Small Industries Estate Kohat Road

is 14 km on the same highway.
It is a unique and ideal industrial

estate of its kind, he said adding that all
possible facilities are being provided to
the industrialists in it including uninter-
rupted supply of electricity and gas,
security, water, establishment of com-
mercial plazas and bypass roads, while
efforts are also being made to complete
this project in the shortest possible time,
he added. To a question, MD SIDB said
that since this project will be transferred
to many generations, it will take some
time to be completed in all respects. This
industrial park was eagerly awaited by
the industrialists as it will provide
employment to thousands of jobless peo-
ple and further develop the area, he
added.

Ghazanfar Ali said that billions of
rupees are expected to be invested in this
project. He said that the provincial gov-
ernment wants serious people to come
forward in this area so that economic
prosperity come bach over here. SIDB
Deputy Managing Director Nauman
Fayaz also explained salient features of
Industrial Park Peshawar saying that it
will be a unique industrial estate under
private public partnership. He said
Sialkot, Faisalabad, Gujranwala and
Karachi industrial models have been
taken into consideration while designing
it. Therefore, along with the general
quota, 17 priority classes and sectors
have been selected in the allotment crite-
ria, he said adding that applicants with
products and services in these sectors
will be given priority in plot allotment,
but they will be bound to ensure their
same production after plot allotment as
indicated by them in the documents and
if any industrialist later changed type of
production, the Board will be entitled to
take action against it. The purpose of
implementing this law is to promote
those products which are in demand
throughout the country, however, he said
industrialists can apply for setting up any
environment-friendly industrial units in
the general quota as well. Apart from
this, overseas Pakistanis will be given
preference in plot allotment, he further
said adding that investors from foreign
countries can also apply in the general
quota in addition to the priority sector,
but they will pay the price of the plot in
dollars which is fixed.

On another question, he said that
application forms of 3 types of categories
have been uploaded on the SIDB web-
site. Apart from this complete details are
provided for obtaining application form,
online submission of the form and other
information along with its timely sub-
mission. He said that on-line system to
make the procedure of plot allotment
easy has been introduced while the plot
price will be charged in 4 installments as
per schedule.

New industrial
estate established

in Peshawar

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Trainers at a training
workshop urged the participants to
utilize the skills get on Child
Protection Case Management &
Referral System aimed at proecting
the children at risk in the society.

The five days training workshop
organized by Directorate of Social
Welfare for Merged Areas in collabo-
ration with UNICEF for the Staff of
newly established Child Protection
Units in Newly Merged
Districts(NMDs) and 6 Subdivisions.
The main aim and purpose of the
trainig was to equip the staff of Child
Protection Units with essential skills
and knowledge to coordinate and
provide child protection services
effectively, including addressing the
needs of children on the move and
Afghan refugees.

The 40 participants from merged
tribal district and other staff includ-
ing Program Manager - PMU, infor-
mation Management Officer, Child
Protection Officers, Social Case
worker, Psychologist of NMDs and
Child Protection and  Welfare
Commission KP attended the work-
shop.  Senior Planing Officer
Hamayun Khan was chief guest of
the closing ceremony of the training
workshop while Chief Protection
Officer Ijaz Khan, Deputy Director
Ubaid Ullah and Child Protection
Specialist of UNICEF Sohail Ahamd
also addressed on the occasion.

In his concluding remarks
Hamayun Khan expressed his appre-
ciation for the dedication and com-
mitment of all participants to the
cause of Child Protection in NMDs,
including addressing the unique

needs of children on the move and
Afghan refugees. He encouraged
them to apply the knowledge and
skills acquired during the training in
their respective roles, thereby safe-
guarding the rights of all children,
and to actively engage with parents
and communities in their efforts. He
also stressed the importance of col-
lective action in addressing the com-
plex challenges of child abuse, vio-
lence, exploitation, and neglect. He
urged all relevant line Departments
to closely collaborate with the CPUs
in NMDs and also emphasized the
significance of building strong part-
nerships with parents and communi-
ties to create a protective environ-
ment for children.

"This training program represents
a significant stride, first of its kind,
towards protecting the rights and
well-being of all children in NMDs,
regardless of their circumstances,
and reaffirms and Governments' and
UNICEF's commitment to ensuring a
safer environment for every child" he
concluded. Ejaz Khan highlighted
the importance and implementation
of the Child Protection and Welfare
Act 2010 emphasizing that it pro-
vides essential protection for all chil-
dren in the province, irrespective of
their status and nationalities.

Sohail Ahmad also underscored
the critical importance of engaging
parents and communities in the child
protection process. He emphasized
that CPUs must connect with parents
and communities to build a strong
support network for ensuring the pro-
tection and welfare of children.
"Parents and communities play a
vital role in identifying and reporting
child protection issues and providing

a safe environment for children.
Their active involvement is essential
to the success of child protection
efforts" he further saifd. He said that
the training focused on enhancing the
capabilities of CPU staff in identify-
ing and registering cases of children
at risk, including those on the move
and Afghan refugees. "It covered
conducting assessment, monitoring
and following up on interventions
and referrals, and facilitating the
rehabilitation of children who have
suffered various forms of abuse"
Sohail said.

He also highlighted the importance
of the Child Protection Information
Management System (CP-IMS),
which will enhance the efficiency and
effectiveness of the Case
Management and Referral System,
ensuring that children on the move
and Afghan refugees receive the sup-
port they need. The Directorate of
Social Welfare Merged Areas is man-
dated on the Child Protection issues
in the communities, for the purpose,
Department has approved PC-I on the
establishment of Child Protection
Units and Provision of Support to
Orphans (including home based care)
in NMDs.

To Protect and ensuring the
Protection, welfare, rehabilitation
and reintegration of the Child at
Risk, 09 Child Protection Units are
established in Merged Areas namely,
Kurram, Khyber, Mohmand,
Orakzai, South Waziristan, North
Waziristan, Bajaur, Sub division
Peshawar and Sub Division Lakki. At
the end of the training workshop cer-
tificates were distributed among the
participants of 5 days training
course.

5 days CPCMR system training
workshop for CPOs concludes

Dept of
Religious

affairs hold
training
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Department of
Religious Affairs,
Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa organized a 5-
day training program for the
teachers and students of
Madarrash in Mardan. Under
the program, the teachers and
students of different
Madarrash are imparted per-
sonality development, social
empowerment, employment
guidance, effective expres-
sion, entrepreneurship, inter-
faith and inter-faith harmony,
citizenship and personal &
Social responsibilities, right
to serve and vote, differences
& matual Respect and search
for commonalities, use of
technology, importance of
different vaccination & Role
of Ulma  and other topics
were discussed and leading
scholars and experts of the
country served in workshops
and sessions for training
teachers and students.

A five-day training pro-
gram was organized at Darul
Uloom Jamia Islamia
Tafheem Al-Qur'an, Mardan.
A simple and solemn cere-
mony was organized on the
last day of the program.
Maulana Yusuf Shah, chair-
man of Muttahida Ulema
Board Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
was the chief guest of the cer-
emony, while Chief Khatib
Maulana Tayyab Qureshi,
Additional Director General
Health Dr. Ikramullah Khan,
Additional Assistant
Commissioner Baraq Awan
Mardan and other guests,
teachers and students were
present.

Addressing the ceremony,
the speakers highlighted the
various aspects of the pro-
gram and said that the impor-
tance of contemporary and
modern technology along
with religious studies cannot
be denied. These kinds of
programs will help the stu-
dents of madaris in global
life. The Jaid scholars
emphasized the importance
of vaccination, immunization
and population discipline in
the light of the Islamic
Ideological Council's guide-
lines. Mian Asjad,
Monitoring Officer of
Department of Auqaf and
Religious Affairs,
Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, said that the
provincial government is tak-
ing steps to make the stu-
dents of religious madaris
useful citizens and increase
the capacity of students so
that they can addresses
employment and other social
issues.

The Department of
Religious Affairs is trying to
provide scholarships and
other facilities for students of
Madaris. Despite limited
resources, the department is
taking more steps to bring
madaris students into the
mainstream. Additional
Director General Health
Ikramullah Khan described
the important role of scholars
in vaccination and disease
prevention. Chief guest
Maulana Yusuf Shah while
addressing said that the
Department of Religious
Affairs appreciates the efforts
and paid tribute to these ini-
tiatives.

With these measures,
students of Madaris will be
included in the national
stream. The chief guest fur-
ther said that scholars are
united for the development
of Pakistan, scholars agree
on commonality and schol-
ars are united for peace.
Our effort is to eliminate
communalism completely.
No one will be allowed to
create division. Maulana
Yusuf Shah further said that
scholars have always sacri-
ficed for the survival of
Pakistan. At the end of the
ceremony, training certifi-
cates were given to the
teachers and students and
commemorative shields to
the guests.

Rraining
workshops
arranged

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Preparations
for the general elections,
two-day training work-
shops of master trainers
have started in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa like across
the country. These master
trainers have been taken
from the education  and
other departments.

These training work-
shops will be concluded on
22nd  September 2023
across the province.
Certificates will be distrib-
uted among the participants
at the end of the workshop.
As many as  total of 467
Master Trainers will be
trained on electoral
process/ matters.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker KP Chief Minister Muhammad Azam Khan distributing financial assistance
from his special funds amongst the deserving people of the newly merged districts.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker KP Minister for Sports, Science and Information
Technology Dr. Najeeb Ullah talking to media persons.
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IG inaugurates
police station

F.P. Report

BANNU: Inspector
General of Police
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Akhtar Hayat Khan
inaugurates Model
Police Station Jani
Khiel Bannu, on Friday.
As per details, IGP KP
Police Hayat khan inau-
gurates a model police
station at Jani Khiel
Bannu during a one day
official trip. During his
visit, IGP ordered to
build a control room in
Police Line, and also
distributed certificates
among the police offi-
cers on their achieve-
ments. Regional Police
Officer Qasim Ali Khan
brief IGP about the cur-
rent situation of the
Bannu. IGP praises the
efforts of the RPO
Qasim Ali Khan in con-
trolling the crime rate of
area. While talking to
the media, IGP ensured
that no compromised
will be tolerated on the
life and property of the
civilians and praised the
efforts of the Police
fighting in the front line
in their limited capacity.

60 kg hashish
recovered
F.P. Report

MARDAN: The offi-
cials of Excise and
Narcotics department
Mardan on Friday
claimed to recover 60-
kg hashish from
Shazoor vehicle going
to Punjab and arrested
its driver. The SHO
Akif Nawaz Khan
Afridi told that a heavy
amount of hashish was
being smuggled in a
Shazoor vehicle going
to the province of
Punjab. On a tip-off, he
said that he alobg with
police personnel erected
blockages on different
spots on Mardan-
Nowshera road. He
claimed that they suc-
ceeded to trace out the
suspected vehicle and
recovered the said drugs
from its secret parts. He
said that the arrested
driver was identified as
Nadeem hailing from
from Islamabad. On the
occasion, he reminded
that last month 526
kilogram of hashish, 7
kilograms of heroin and
15 kilograms of opium
were recovered from
other different vehicles.

Dangerous
robbers arrested 
HASAN ABDAL
(INP): Police in Hasan
Abdal on Friday have
arrested a dangerous
robbery gang of three
people. The gang is
accused of stealing
cash, gold jewelry, and
mobile phones at gun-
point. According to
police, the gang was led
by Bhola, who was
arrested along with his
two accomplices,
Tayyab Shehzad and Ol
Noor. The police recov-
ered stolen goods worth
millions of rupees from
the gang, including
cash, jewelry, and
mobile phones. The
police said that they
used all possible
resources and modern
technology to track
down the gang. They
also received help from
the public in apprehend-
ing the suspects. The
police have registered
separate cases against
the gang and are inves-
tigating their involve-
ment in other robberies.
The arrest of the rob-
bery gang is a major
victory for the police
and has brought relief to
the people of Hasan
Abdal. The police are
determined to crack
down on crime and
ensure the safety of the
citizens.

Youth commits
suicide

BHAKKAR (INP): A
youth committed suicide
over taunt of father for
excessive use of mobile
phone in Darya Khan,
district Bhakkar on
Friday. The incident took
place in Chak No. 21
where a youth disgrun-
tled over taunting of
father for extreme use of
cell phone consumed
toxic pills. The rescue
personnel getting infor-
mation reached the scene
and shifted the youth to
hospital but could not
survive.
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F.P. Report

LANI KOTAL: To sensitize
tribesmen regarding the
disease, a Dengue aware-
ness walk was conducted
here in District Headquarter
Hospital Landi Kotal on
Friday. The activity was
organized by the health
department and beside
Medical Superintendent
(MS) Dr Jamshed Sherani,
Additional Assistant
Commissioner (AAC),
Landi Kotal, Rameez Ali
Shah, health and Tehsil
Municipal Authority(TMA)
officials and people from
different walks of life par-
ticipated in it.

While holding banners,
inscribed with writings per-
taining control of the dis-
ease, the participants
marched from the adminis-
tration block till main gate
of the health center to alert
the dwellers of the illness.
Speaking on the occasion
administration and health
officials said that Dengue
fever was a deadly disease
and the only preventive
measure was to keep clean
water covered.

“Dengue mosquito is a
social one and only breeds
in clean water, therefore
efforts should be made to
avoid exposed water stor-
ing systems in houses and

streets,” they said. They
urged the residents not to
let their children leave early
in morning and to go to
their homes before evening
because these are bite times
of the mosquitoes. As per
the health official so far,
not a single effectee of
Dengue disease has been
reported in Landi Kotal,
sub-division of Khyber.

Separately, the Pak-
Afghan sharing border,
Torkham, remained closed
consecutively for the third
day due to the dispute
which erupted last day
between the two countries
over the building of a new
post at the crossing.

Awareness walk against
spread of dengue held

F.P. Report

LARKANA: As many as three sus-
pects have been arrested for alleged-
ly molesting a school student in
Baqrani Tehsil, a suburb of Larkana
district.

On the allegation of Baqrani Bai
School Clerk Arshad Clevero raped
his colleagues Abbas Ali Qureshi,
Wazir Ali Dayo's fellow student
while the police under the leadership
of Baqrani Tehsil DSP Dilli John
Magsi on the complaints filed against
the said accused. By raiding the
places, the suspects involved, Arshad
Ali Kaluro, Abbas Ali Qureshi and
Wazir Ali Dayo, were arrested and
locked up.

Speaking to the media on this
occasion, the DSP and other police

officers said that Ehsan Ali, the vic-
tim of malpractice, was arrested.
After the video went viral, the inves-
tigation scope of the arrested accused
has been expanded, while the
accused have also given confessions
of abusing minor children and the
arrested accused have further stated
that other members of their gang are
also school children. In this regard,
the police further informed that a
case has been registered against the
arrested accused, they will try to
bring justice to the affected child.
The rape incident should be resolved
at the public level. 

Kuli Katcheri held: Regional
Ombudsman Sukhar Syed Mahmood
Shah took notice of public com-
plaints and organized a Kuli
Kachhari in Larkana. Decisions were

given on the complaints while the
next date was given for 4 filed com-
plaints.

In addition, decisions were made
on 10 of the 11 complaints filed
against Sui Southern Gas Company,
while 4 more complaints were filed
against SEPCO. Syed Mahmood Ali
Shah directed the officers of the
attached departments to resolve the
requests of the victims immediately
within 30 days. should be dealt with
while the abuse of customers will not
be tolerated under any circum-
stances, the higher authorities will be
informed against the non-compliant
officers and legal action will be taken
against them. Deputy Manager of
Gas Company Saeed Ahmad Correjo
and officers of other departments
participated.

Three alleged rapists arranged

F.P. Report

KARAK: Like the rest of the country, the
SNGPL department has launched a grand
operation against gas thieves in Karak as
well. They have cut the big connections from
the main transmission, while the gas-pow-
ered generators have also been seized by cut-
ting the stolen connections from the mobile
towers. 

According to the details, the SNGPL
department has started a grand operation to
prevent gas theft. Karak district is the most
gas-producing district, there is also a lot of
gas theft and wastage, against which the
department. A grand operation has been start-

ed, 8 major ones from the main transmission
line, while 300 local connections have been
cut and a case has been registered against 30
people. 

It is a crime and no exemption will be
given to the people involved in it. On this
occasion, along with him, in-charge engineer
Kashif Naveed Hangu, in-charge engineer
Nasir Bangash, engineer Mazmar, engineer
Haseeb were also present. Crores are being
lost and the big connections that have been
cut were stealing and wasting gas equal to
two districts, while 300 other connections
have also been cut and FIRs are being filed
against them, now no one will be left to steal
gas.

SNGPL crackdowns
against gas thieves

F.P. Report

MIRAN SHAH: North
Waziristan Miranshah press
club was attacked by peo-
ple carrying sticks, assault-
ed club member Noor
Bahram, abused them and
ransacked the club. The
attack was planned by
Station House Officer
(SHO) Miranshah
Muhammad Ibrahim father
and his associates, on
Friday.

SHO Ibrahim Khan's
father along with other col-
leagues entered the Miran
Shah Press Club and
attacked the members of
the club with sticks. Noor
Bahram has been shifted to
Miran Shah Hospital in an
injured condition. All the
journalists of Miranshah
Press Club announced an
immediate boycott from
police coverage, demand-
ing immediate filing of a
case against the people
involved in the incident,
ensuring the security of the
press club and its members.

President of Miranshah

Press Club, Safdar Dawar,
said that the entry of people
carrying batons into the
premises of the press club
and the attack on the club
members is alarming. They
have demanded a case and
action against the attackers
and others, in addition, the
journalistic circles across
the country, including
North Waziristan, have
demanded the IG, CM and
Governor to identify all
those responsible for the
attack on the Miran Shah
Press Club. Cases should
be registered against them
immediately, otherwise a
series of protests will be
started in the entire country.

Meanwhile, a swift and
decisive response, the
District Press Club of South
Waziristan Upper has vehe-
mently condemned the
recent attack on Miran
Shah Press Club by the
police. In an emergency
meeting, President Malik
Hayatullah Mehsud
declared this assault on
journalists and the Press
Club as an act of terrorism,

emphasizing the vital role
of journalism as a pillar of
the state.

Hayat Ullah Mehsud
went on to criticize the
Miranshah police for their
alleged hooliganism in
attacking journalists,
emphasizing that journal-
ists will not be silenced by
intimidation, threats, or
violence. He affirmed their
commitment to reporting
based on facts. In a unani-
mous decision, the District
Press Club of South
Waziristan has demanded a
transparent inquiry into the
incident from the Inspector
General of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Additionally, they have
called for the immediate
dismissal of officials found
to be involved in the attack.
This condemnation under-
scores the importance of
press freedom and the pro-
tection of journalists who
play a crucial role in
upholding democracy and
informing the public. The
situation is developing, and
further updates will follow.

Attack on press club:
Termination of cop sought

F.P. Report

CHITRAL: The atmos-
phere of Chitral was very
sad after the unfortunate
incident that took place in
Chitral in recent days in
which four security forces
personnel were martyred
and seven were injured.
People are living a life of
great sorrow and fear they
are under great tension.
Chitral was an ideal peace-
ful district where thou-
sands of domestic and for-
eign tourists visit every
year and most of the
tourists visit the Kalash
valley. 

But Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan attacked a post of
Chitral Scouts near
Bomburat valley Kailash
and another post of Chitral
Scouts in Janjerit Koh,
killing four personnel.
After this, the atmosphere
of the entire Chitral is very
mournful and people are
worried.

A Grand peace Jirga was
organized on the call of
Jamat Islami to restore the
ideal peace of. Leaders of all
political and religious parties
and people of both Sunni
and Ismaili communities
participated in the Grand
peace Jirga in large num-
bers. Addressing the Grand
Jirga, the elders of the area
said that the people of
Chitral have always been
loyal to Pakistan and the
army. But every Chitrali is
very worried about the
unpleasant incident that hap-
pened in recent days. They
said that there are so many
agencies working in Chitral
and they had been informed
earlier, but despite that, No
measures were taken in the
true sense to prevent it,
which is sorrowful.

The speakers said that

the work of border police
i.e. Chitral Levies is to pro-
tect these borders but the
entire procession of these
Levies is present in the
office of Deputy
Commissioner and
Assistant Commissioner
and most of the Levies are
in the bungalows of DC,
AC and other officers. It is
completely unfair and ille-
gal to be engaged them in
personal work. They are
not paid from the public
exchequer to personally
serve the DC's children or
his household but their job
is to protect the borders.
They said that the VIP pro-
tocol of the officers in
Chitral should also be
stopped. Presidents and
Prime Ministers of some
European countries go to
their offices on bicycles or
without any protocol, but
here a whole procession of
protocols goes before the
vehicle of even an ordinary
civil servant, which creates
frustration and hatred in
the people.

The speakers said that
Kailash people having the
world's only and unique
culture are living in Chitral.
Tourists from all over the
world come here to see their
unique culture. It have also
created an atmosphere of
fear. If the situation remains
like this, no local or foreign
tourists will be come there
and these people depend on
the income from tourism. If
that happens, the people of
Kailash will be forced to
starve.

On this occasion, a
unanimous resolution was
also passed, according to
which the government was
requested that the Chief of
Army Staff, General
Munir, who has lost four of
our soldiers in the recent

terrorist attack, should
immediately visit Chitral to
meet with elders here.
Through the resolution
they demanded that the
people of the border area of
Chitral should be given
their basic rights and facil-
ities to end their sense of
deprivation. So that they
remain loyal to their home-
land as always.

The resolution
expressed great concern
that such incidents
occurred in Chitral in the
presence of so many law
enforcement agencies,
security forces and intelli-
gence agencies working in
Chitral. They also demand-
ed that Officials of these
agencies should avoid
interfering in other matters
other than their duties. The
resolution demanded that
the Chitral Border Police
should be sent to the bor-
ders instead of bureaucratic
protocol to protect them. It
was also demanded that
unnecessary protocol
should be avoided during
the movement of officers
within Chitral as it spreads
hatred and frustration
among the people.

The administration's
lack of communication
with the people and keep-
ing them in the dark during
the unfortunate incidents is
condemnable. This creates
a gape between the people
and the government. Grand
Jirga will also be organized
in Drosh, Garm Chashma,
Upper Chitral and other
areas for restoration of
peace. A large number of
people belonging to all
walks of life participated in
this Gand peace Jirga,
which was concluded with
the prayer words of former
Amir Jamaat-e-Islami,
Maulan Sher Aziz.

JI organizes grand jirga
for restoration of peace

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The Awami
National Party central
spokesman and former sen-
ator Zahid Khan has asked
the election commission of
Pakistan to ensure holding
of general elections within
90 days. Talking to local
journalists at the Timergara
press club here the other
day, the ANP leader con-
demned the PTI and PDM
governments for the whole
mess and said that both
Imran Khan and Shahbaz
Sharif had taken the country
to the verge of collapse. 

He said that record infla-
tion, devaluation of
Pakistani currency, increas-
ing prices of electricity,
petrol and gas had forced
the citizens to come onto
the roads against the incum-
bent government. He said
the nation had no option
other than to launch a mas-
sive movement against the
rulers. The ANP spokesman
said that holding of general
election on time was the
only solution to the crisis.
He also condemned the mil-
itants’ attack on security
forces in Chitral and
expressed solidarity with
the Pak army. 

“The sole responsibility
of the caretaker prime min-
ister is to conduct free, fair
and transparent elections
within 90 days”, Zahid
Khan said, adding the delay
in general elections would
further aggravate the situa-
tion in the country. He said
the caretaker PM should not
cross his limits to inaugu-
rate development projects.
He alleged the Punjab chief

minister too had been inau-
gurating development proj-
ects which were against the
norms and constitution.

The ANP leader alleged
the PTI chief Imran Khan
had ruined the country
under a planned conspiracy
while the PDM government
too failed to deliver.
Without naming the Jamaat-
i-Islami, the ANP leader
said that some of the parties
had been protesting against
the inflation and wanted to
move the court on some-
one’s dictation in order to
pave the way for them.

Water supply machine:
Taking notice of the con-
sumers’ grievances the
executive engineer (XEN)
public health and engineer-
ing department Lower Dir
asked the department’s
provincial authority to
arrange a special fund
amounting to Rs 500,000
for replacement of solar
inverter power machine of
the water supply scheme
Qaziabad Soghalay on
need basis. In a letter writ-
ten to the high ups, the offi-
cial said the inverter of
solar based pumping
machinery of the Qaziabad
Soghalay water supply
scheme had been damaged
and was irreparable that
needed Rs 0.5 million to be
replaced. The XEN has
requested the provincial
authority that the required
funds be arranged for
smooth running of the
scheme that benefitted
hundreds of poor con-
sumers in Talash.

Police books 28 politi-
cal activists in May 9 van-
dalism: Police booked 28

workers of the Pakistan
Tahreek Insaf in the May 9
and 10 riots, sources in
police department said.
They said the accused
involved in burning of a toll
plaza on Swat motorway
and vandalism in the
Chakdara Fort, were identi-
fied by the intelligence
institutions and police spe-
cial branch through videos
on social media.

A case against the
accused was registered
under sections 302, 324,
427, 436, 440, 452, 120 B,
124 A, 7ATA etc at the
Chakdara police station,
sources said. The newly
inducted party workers
included Amjad of Kharkai,
Osama of Badwan, Gauhar
Zaman of Chekho, Fayaz of
Chekho, Naik Zada of
Meena Bhattan, Abdullah
of Ouch Gharbi, Shahab
Khan of Tendo Dak,
Mehran of Kotigram,
Amjad Ali of Chat Pat,
Irfanullah of Darbar
Chakdara, Suliman of
Chakdara, Mir Afzal of
Chakdara, Jamil of Darbar
Chakdara, Ismail of
Ramora, saeed Khan of
Amandara, Hawa Khan of
Chekho, Zuhaib and
Ibrahim of Chat Pat,
Shafiullah Gujjar of Ali
Mast, Farman Ali of
Gaddar, Sher Zaman of
Badwan, Talha of Shamlai,
Numan of Batkhela, Asad
Khan and Ayaz of Thana
Malakand, Aneesur
Rehman of Khar, Bacha
Zada of Malakand and
Tauseef Zaman of Momand
Malakand. Sources said that
raids were being conducted
to arrest the accused.

ANP demands 
holding of general

polls within 90 days

Dead body
of minor
recovered

F.P. Report

BUNER: The dead body of
minor named Sana Ullah 5
years of age resident of
Malang Dara area of union
council Malakpur recovered
from nearby water canal
after 5 days while police has
arrested his uncle for the
commencement of offense.

The SDPO circle Pir
Baba Roshan Zada Khan
flanked SHO police station
Pir Baba Afsan Khan told
media persons. SDPO con-
tinued that the alleged killer
identified the crime scene
and recovered the dead
body in the presence of
police and others. He elabo-
rated the mother sole kid
Sanullah was missing from
home.

The family reported to
police.Police party visited
the house vigilantly
observed the location also
talked to family members
and pen pointed Ehsanullah
as main suspect. SDPO
added when police party
interrogated Ehsanullah
admitted he was the killer of
Sanullah and pointed crime
scene and also recovered the
dead body.

The SDPO claimed the
alleged killer had tried to
escape from the crime scene
after recovering the dead
body but the police already
alert party arrested him and
shifted to police station. The
SDPO continued it was a
blind murder case and the
killer from home was a
challenge for police.

Alleged 
drug dealers

arrested
F.P. Report

MULTAN: Police has arrest-
ed two alleged drug dealers
and recovered more than 02
kg hashish from their posses-
sion in the premises of
Makhdoom Rasheed police
station, on Friday.

The alleged culprits iden-
tified as Ashraf alias Malangi
and Jahangir ali as Jaga
Baloch in 02 different opera-
tions and recovered more
than 02 kg of hashish. Cases
are being registered against
the arrested accused in
Makhdoom Rasheed police
station. SHO Police Station
Makhdoom Rashid Rashid
Nadeem along with Assistant
Sub-Inspector Aamir Syam
and his other team arrested
the accused drug dealers and
recovered hashish. On this
occasion, CPO Multan
Mansoor Ul ul Haq Rana
said that Multan police are
conducting day and night
operations against drug deal-
ers and other criminal ele-
ments.

LANDI KOTAL: Political workers and members of civil society holding a peace rally at Bacha Khan
Chowk. - F.P. photo

QUETTA: Balochistan Caretaker Minister Jan Achakzai addressing a press
conference.
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CAIRO (AP): Sudan's army
chief traveled to Qatar for
talks with the country's emir,
making his third internation-
al trip since fighting broke
out between the military and
a rival paramilitary force in
mid-April, media reports
said. Sudan plunged into
chaos almost five months
ago, when long-simmering
tensions between the mili-
tary, led by Gen. Abdel
Fattah Burhan and the Rapid
Support Forces, commanded
by Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo, escalated into open
warfare on April 15.

During the visit, Burhan
and the Qatari emir, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani,
discussed the challenges fac-
ing conflict-stricken Sudan.
The talks took place in the
Qatari capital, Doha, accord-
ing to a statement by the
Emiri Diwan media outlet.
Al Thani reiterated his call
for broad peace negotiations
between all of Sudan's polit-
ical forces and a lasting stop
to the fighting, the statement
said. Sudan's acting Foreign
Minister Ali al-Sadiq and
Gen. Ahmed Ibrahim
Mufadel, head of the
General Intelligence
Authority, accompanied
Burhan on the trip, Sudan's
state run SUNA news
agency said. The visit comes
amid a flurry of similar
diplomatic meetings con-
vened in Egypt and South
Sudan, where Burhan held
talks with South Sudan's
president, Salva Kiir.

Last week, the general
met with Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sissi in the
Egyptian coastal city of el-
Alamein, in Burhan's first
trip abroad since Sudan's
conflict erupted. Few details
were made public about
either trip. The fighting in
Sudan is estimated to have
killed at least 4,000 people,
according to the UN human
rights office. Activists and
doctors on the ground say
the toll is likely far higher.
Burhan's trip to Qatar
occurred a day after the
United States imposed sanc-
tions on RSF's deputy
leader, Abdel-Rahim
Hamdan Dagalo, for alleged
acts of violence and human
rights abuses committed by
the paramilitary troops.
Abdel-Rahim is the brother
of Mohammed Hamdan
Dagalo, the RSF's leader. In
a statement, the RSF con-
demned the sanctions, which
block all US property and
entities owned by Abdel-
Rahim Dagalo. It denounced
the measure as "a purely
political decision that was
taken without an accurate
and transparent investiga-
tion."

Also, in a rare televised
interview on Sky News
Arabic, Abdel-Rahim
Dagalo also criticized the
sanctions as unfair and tried
to deflect the blame for
rights abuses onto the army.
In the western region of
Darfur - the scene of a geno-
cidal campaign in the early

2000s - the nearly five-
month conflict has morphed
into ethnic violence, with
rights groups and the United
Nations accusing the RSF
and allied Arab militias of
attacking ethnic African
groups. "For four years we
have been working hard to
solve the Darfur problem, to
solve the tribal problems,"
Abdel-Rahim Dagalo told
Sky News Arabic.

He said that Burhan and
figures from the former
administration of Islamist
leader Omar al-Bashir were
the real drivers of ethnic vio-
lence in Darfur and have
been arming certain ethnic
groups. Al-Bashir, who ruled
Sudan for 30 years, was
deposed in popular uprising
in 2019. Since April, the
fighting has displaced more
than 5 million people,
according to the most recent
figures by the UN's
International Organization
for Migration. Despite inter-
national efforts, the conflict
has shown few signs of eas-
ing. Formal peace negations
mediated by the US and
Saudi Arabia in the king-
dom's coastal town of
Jeddah were adjourned in
late June with both media-
tors publicly calling out the
Rapid Support Forces and
the army for continually vio-
lating agreed-to truces.
There have been at least nine
cease-fires between the
army and the RSF since the
fighting broke out. All were
violated.

Sudan’s army chief travels to Qatar

BERLIN (Reuters):
Germany has signed agree-
ments with Italy, Spain and
Sweden on the develop-
ment of a successor to the
Leopard 2 tank, German
business daily Handelsblatt
reported. If confirmed, the
deal would be certain to
upset France, which, in
2017, agreed with Berlin to
develop a joint Franco-
German tank to succeed the
German Leopard 2 and the
French Leclerc in a project
beset by delays and dis-
agreements.

The initiative is to take
place under the leadership
of Krauss-Maffei
Wegmann (KMW) and
Rheinmetall, the German
arms makers building the
Leopard 2, Handelsblatt
reported, citing unnamed
industry and political
sources. The German
defence ministry did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment. A
spokesperson for
Rheinmetall declined to
comment on the report. A
spokesperson for KMW

could not immediately
comment. The newspaper
said the partners in the deal
were planning to apply to
the European Defence Fund
for funding amounting to a
three-digit million euro
sum, adding the project
would also involve
Sweden's Saab and Italy's
Leonardo. It did not identi-
fy which Spanish company
would be involved. The
delays to the proposed
Franco-German project
have strained ties already
tested by differences over
energy topics and the ques-
tion to what extent Europe
should become independ-
ent from the US in its secu-
rity policy. Still, the
defence ministers of France
and Germany said in July
they sought to give fresh
impetus to the venture and
had tasked their army
chiefs to hammer out the
rough outlines of the new
tank's capabilities, to have a
basic document ready by
the end of the year.
Handelsblatt, however,
reported the countries had

not been able to agree on
the specifications of the
tank, with France aiming
for a rather light vehicle
whereas Germany opted for
a more heavily armoured
tank.

The French military has
been traditionally strongly
involved in Africa where
having a lighter vehicle that
can be more easily trans-
ported by air makes sense.
Germany, in contrast, sees
the major threat as coming
from Russia. The defence
ministry in Paris and the
office of President
Emmanuel Macron did not
immediately respond to
requests for comment.
Handelsblatt said the new
tank deal was a setback for
the Franco-German cooper-
ation in defence procure-
ment, even though it was
possible that both projects
might be continued. It cited
French government sources
as saying the topic would
be raised at Franco-German
government consultations
scheduled for the start of
October.

Germany forges pact
for Leopard 2 successor

LONDON (AP): King
Charles III will travel to
France later this month for
a state visit that was post-
poned in March due to fears
that protesters demonstrat-
ing against President
Emanuel Macron's eco-
nomic policies would dis-
rupt the pageantry. Charles
and Queen Camilla will
visit Paris and Bordeaux
from Sept. 20-22, Bucking-
ham Palace announced.
The visit underscores
Britain's aim to bolster ties
with its closest European
neighbor after years of
sometimes prickly relations
strained by Brexit and dis-
agreements over the grow-
ing number of migrants
crossing the English
Channel on small boats.

"The state visit will cele-
brate Britain's relationship
with France, marking our
shared histories, culture
and values,'' said Chris
Fitzgerald, deputy private
secretary to the king. While
Britain's royal family long
ago ceded political power
to the country's elected
leaders, they remain the
U.K.'s pre-eminent ambas-
sadors as presidents and

prime ministers jockey to
bask in the glamor and
pageantry that follows them
wherever they go. This role
was epitomized by Queen
Elizabeth II, who made 121
state visits during her 70-
year reign, leading royal
historian Robert Hardman
to dub her "Queen of the
World." Charles ascended
the throne after his mother
died last September. The
new king had intended to
make France the scene of
his first overseas visit in
tribute to his close relation-
ship with Macron, forged
through their shared focus
on protecting the environ-
ment and fighting climate
change. That honor went to
Germany when the Charles
canceled the first leg of a
planned two-nation
European tour when
protests over Macron's
plans to raise the retirement
age devolved into riots. But
officials on both sides of
the Channel hope that the
delay will make it possible
to stage the pomp and cere-
mony of a state visit in the
spirit of celebration rather
than siege.

The trip will begin with

a service of remembrance
and wreath laying at the
Arc de Triomphe in Paris to
mark "the shared sacrifices
of the past and an enduring
legacy of cooperation.''
Later, Charles will meet
with members of the
National Assembly and
Senate, providing a new
venue for the king to show
off his language skills after
he wowed his audience by
switching seamlessly
between German and
English during a speech to
the Bundestag, Germany's
parliament, in March. The
trip will also include a
black tie state dinner at the
Palace of Versailles and a
stop in Bordeaux, home to
a large British community.
The king will meet emer-
gency workers and commu-
nities affected by the 2022
wildfires in the area and
visit the Forêt Experime-
ntale, or experimental for-
est, a project designed to
monitor the impact of cli-
mate on urban woodlands.
They will also meet with
community sports groups
as France hosts the Rugby
World Cup, which runs
from Sept. 8-Oct. 28.

King Charles III’s
visit to France

BEIJING (Reuters):
Eschewing face-time with
foreign leaders at global
summits this week, Chinese
President Xi Jinping visited
the homes of villagers in a
rural part of northeast
China battered by floods. In
the village of Longwan-
gmiao in Heilongjiang
province, Xi called on local
residents to triumph over
their difficulties and work
towards returning life to a
more normal footing,
according to state media
reports. He also enquired
about their losses and sup-
ply of daily necessities.

In late July through early
August, record rainfall laid
waste to vast swathes of
northern China, flooding
cities and farmlands unused
to powerful storms more
common in the south, but
Xi did not visit any of the
disaster-hit areas until this
week. Inspecting rice crops
and damaged homes in
Longwangmiao battered by
remnants of the super
typhoon Doksuri, Xi
skipped an Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
summit in Indonesia this
week. He will also miss the
chance to meet with US
President Joe Biden at a
G20 conclave in India.

But Xi did attend a meet-

ing in late August with
leaders of the BRICS group
of major emerging
economies - Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South
Africa - in South Africa.
Alfred Wu, associate pro-
fessor at the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy at
the National University of
Singapore, said that Xi's
speed in visiting disaster-
stricken areas in China has
usually been much slower
than his immediate prede-
cessors Hu Jintao and Jiang
Zemin, a possible conse-
quence of Xi's centralisa-
tion of power. "These
delays are common in Xi's
regime, it is not a good look
for him," Wu said.

"We know that the
floods started in July, but he
probably got the informa-
tion late, and then in
August he was busy with
BRICS, so only now has
his agenda cleared." China
has not explained why Xi,
who had attended every
G20 summit since coming
to office over a decade ago,
was not leading Beijing's
delegation to New Delhi. It
has said only that Premier
Li Qiang will represent
China. By comparison, Xi
left China for five overseas
visits in 2022 - when the
country's borders were

effectively closed due to
pandemic controls - and a
dozen in pre-COVID 2019.
Reuters, citing foreign
diplomats in China, previ-
ously reported that Xi's
absence at the upcoming
G20 could be a sign of
Beijing's increasing cool-
ness to the West and its
allies. Instead, some
Western leaders such as
French President
Emmanuel Macron and
senior officials including
US State Secretary Antony
Blinken this year had to
come to China to see Xi.
Alfredo Montufar-Helu,
head of think tank The
Conference Board's China
Center, said that from a
geopolitical perspective,
attending the BRICS sum-
mit in South Africa was a
higher priority for Xi than
the G20. "There is not only
no strategic goal to be
achieved at the G20, but
there is also a risk that the
US and its allies use the
meeting to criticize his gov-
ernment," Montufar-Helu
said.

"It is more of a priority
for him to pay attention to
the domestic situation
given the impact of the eco-
nomic slowdown and natu-
ral disasters on people's
livelihoods."

Xi visits flood-stricken
area in northeast China

TOKYO (AP): Japan's prime minister said
that China's blanket ban on Japanese
seafood in reaction to the release of treat-
ed radioactive water from a tsunami-rav-
aged nuclear power plant contrasts starkly
with broad understanding shown by many
other members of the international com-
munity. The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant on Japan's northeastern coast
started releasing treated and diluted
radioactive wastewater in late August into
the Pacific Ocean. The release has been
opposed by the Japanese fishing commu-
nity, which is worried about the reputation
of the fish it catches. China immediately
banned all Japanese seafood.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida told reporters in Jakarta,
Indonesia, after a session attended by
leaders of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, as well as South Korea
and China, that the treated water release
is conducted under international safety
standards and with the help of the
International Atomic Energy Agency. He
said Japan has broadly gained under-
standing from the international communi-
ty, and that in sharp contrast, China's
blanket ban on Japanese seafood "stuck
out." The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant suffered major damage from
a magnitude 9.0 earthquake and tsunami
that hit Japan on March 11, 2011.

Kishida said he approached Chinese
Premier Li Qiang during a break and
explained to him Japan's effort in the treat-
ed water discharge. It was the first in-per-
son, high-level contact between the two
countries since the discharge began Aug.
24. Kishida said he reiterated Japan's sci-
entific handling of the Fukushima Daiichi
treated water release, stressing the impor-
tance of a scientific approach and release
of accurate information. Kishida declined
to comment on Li's response. Chinese
authorities, as they imposed the seafood
ban, said they would "dynamically adjust
relevant regulatory measures as appropri-
ate to prevent the risks of nuclear-contam-
inated water discharge to the health and
food safety of our country." China is the
largest destination for Japanese seafood
exports, even though that is a small part of

overall trade, and Japanese exporters were
hit hard by the ban. Hours later in Japan,
US House Speaker Kevin McCarthy was
at the US Embassy in Tokyo, where
Ambassador Rahm Emanuel was serving
vegetables and fruits from Fukushima and
fish caught off the coast of neighboring
Miyagi prefecture, to support Japan. "I just
view it as another way of the communist
party of China putting the falsity out there,
trying to divide, and it's just an unfair posi-
tion that they have and a false position that
they have from the rest of the world's
stance," said McCarthy, criticizing China's
ban on Japanese seafood. McCarthy said
he set up a bipartisan committee to study
how China influences industries around
the world when he became House Speaker,
and has seen China try to dominate and
control a number of industries, while
"dumping falsities on others and watching
the same situation happen here."

"So what you have to do is wake up to
that day, stand together, stand with your
friend, do it based upon science as well,
something that China does not do,"
McCarthy said, noting China's lack of
transparency during the COVID pandem-
ic. The US Embassy is also working with
Japan's government to find new export
destinations in the United States, as well as
other countries for scallop processing that
Japanese exporters used to conduct in
China. Japanese officials have said they
plan to cultivate new export destinations in
Taiwan, the United States, Europe, the
Middle East and some southeast Asian
countries, such as Malaysia and
Singapore. Kishida's Cabinet approved a
20.7 billion yen ($141 million) emergency
fund to help exporters hit by China's ban
on Japanese seafood. The money will be
used to find new markets for Japanese
seafood to replace China and fund govern-
ment purchases of seafood for temporary
freezing and storage. The government will
also seek to expand domestic seafood con-
sumption. The new fund is in addition to
the 80 billion yen ($547 million) that the
government previously allocated to sup-
port fisheries and seafood processing and
combat reputational damage on Japanese
products. 

Fukushima water release

Kishida says China
seafood ban contrasts

with wide support
JAKARTA (AP): Indonesia’s presi-
dent issued a stark warning after
wrapping up a summit of Southeast
Asian countries that was joined by
China, the United States and Russia,
saying "we will be destroyed" unless
conflicts are resolved. The three-day
summit by leaders of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations along
with Asian and Western counterparts
in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta
spotlighted major conflicts in Asia
with calls for peaceful resolutions
and restraint. 

Myanmar's bloody civil strife and
the South China Sea territorial dis-
putes, which have dragged on without
any solution in sight, figured high on
the agenda. Concerns were also
raised over the US-China rivalry in
the region, although no ne was specif-
ically called out as Chinese Prime
Minister Li Qiang and US Vice
President Kamala Harris were in
attendance. Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov also took part. "I can
guarantee you, if we are not able to
manage differences, we will be
destroyed," Indonesian President
Joko Widodo, who led the 10-nation
ASEAN this year, told a news confer-
ence after the summit talks. "If we
join the currents of rivalry, we will be
destroyed," he added.

Widodo, who turned over the lead-
ership of the regional group to Laos
during the Jakarta meetings, charac-
terized ASEAN as a regional peace-
maker - or a safe house - that the
world sorely needs. Founded in 1967
in the Cold War era, the ASEAN
groups Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam. Though long derided as a
toothless talkshop, AESAN has been
credited for its ability to convene
rival world powers in closed-door
meetings that provide a chance for
dialogue and manage to extract pub-
lic commitments for peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes. In an ASEAN lead-
ers' meeting with China, Japan and
South Korea in Jakarta, Li under-
scored the need to oppose "a new
Cold War," although Beijing has long
been condemned for its increasingly

aggressive actions in the disputed
South China Sea and against Taiwan.
"To keep differences under control,
what is essential now is to oppose
picking sides, bloc confrontation and
a new Cold War, and ensure that dis-
agreements and disputes among
countries are properly handled," Li
said. The ASEAN leaders renewed
their call for the peaceful resolution
of long-seething territorial conflicts
in the South China Sea in their post-
conference communique, which also
welcomed progress in long-delayed
negotiations by their regional bloc
and China to come up with a nonag-
gression "code of conduct" to avoid
occasional spats from degenerating
into a major conflict in the disputed
waters.

The contested waters have become
a delicate fault line in the US-China
rivalry. Washington does not lay any
claim to the strategic waterway, a key
trade global route, but has deployed
its Navy ships and fighter jets to chal-
lenge China's expansive claims and
uphold what it calls freedom of navi-
gation and overflight in the offshore
region. UN Secretary-General
António Guterres, who also met the
ASEAN leaders separately, renewed
an urgent call to the international
community to seek a unified strategy
to end the worsening crisis in
Myanmar.

Declining financial aid should be

boosted to previous levels to enable
the world body to respond to an
"enormous tragedy," he said and
added that the situation in Myanmar
has further deteriorated since he met
with ASEAN leaders in a 2022 sum-
mit. Guterres again called on the cri-
sis-wracked country's military-
installed government to immediately
free all political prisoners and "open
the door to a return to democratic
rule." Myanmar army seized power
on Feb. 1, 2021, from the elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi,
arresting her and top members of her
governing National League for
Democracy party, which had won a
landslide victory for a new term in a
November 2020 general election.
Security forces suppressed wide-
spread opposition to the military
takeover with lethal force, killing
thousands of civilians and arresting
thousands of others who engaged in
nonviolent protests. The savage
crackdown triggered armed resist-
ance in much of the impoverished
country. Guterres also renewed his
alarm over other issues being aggra-
vated by rivalries between and among
major powers. "Our world is
stretched to the breaking point by a
cascade of crises: from the worsening
climate emergency and escalating
wars and conflicts, to growing pover-
ty, widening inequalities and rising
geopolitical tensions," Guterres said.

Indonesia’s leader warns
of protracted conflicts

Gabon junta
appoints 

former Opp
leader as

interim PM
LIBREVILLE (Reuters):
Gabon's ruling junta which
seized power in a coup last
week appointed a former
opposition leader, Raymond
Ndong Sima, as prime min-
ister of its transitional gov-
ernment. Sima, a 68-year-old
economist, was an outspo-
ken critic of President Ali
Bongo, who was ousted by
military officers on Aug. 30.
He served as Bongo's prime
minister from 2012 to 2014,
then resigned and ran against
him for president in 2016
and again as part of an oppo-
sition coalition this year.

Bongo, in power since
2009, had succeeded his
father Omar Bongo, who
ruled the Central African oil
producer for 42 years. The
family's dynastic rule had
created widespread discon-
tent, with critics saying the
Bongos did little to share
Gabon's wealth with its 2.3
million people. Bongo had
been under house arrest after
the coup, but the junta said
that he was now free and
could travel abroad for med-
ical checks if he wished. The
coup was greeted with
scenes of jubilation in the
capital Libreville and the
junta moved quickly to con-
solidate power, swearing in
General Brice Oligui
Nguema as interim presi-
dent. Army officers read a
decree on state television
announcing that Sima had
been named PM.

The coup in Gabon was
the eighth in three years in
West and Central Africa,
though it has been playing
out very differently from the
most recent other army
takeover, in Niger. Unlike
Niger, Gabon has not seen
an outpouring of anti-
French, pro-Russian senti-
ment, and the generals in
charge in Libreville have
appeared open to dialogue
with international organisa-
tions which their counter-
parts in Niamey have
shunned. Nguema has prom-
ised economic reforms and
said he will organise free
and fair elections, though he
has not said when. Abdou
Abarry, Special
Representative of the UN
Secretary General in Central
Africa, met Nguema in
Libreville and told him that
the United Nations would
assist the country as it made
a fresh start. "Once we know
the roadmap, the timetable,
once a government will
have been appointed, our
different agencies will make
the necessary contacts and
continue to support Gabon,"
he said after the meeting, in
remarks broadcast on
Gabon 24 TV.

Philippines
says it signs
free trade
pact with

South Korea
MANILA (Reuters): The
Philippines has signed a
free trade deal with South
Korea, its president said,
completing four years of
negotiations between the
countries on trade and
investment ties. Philippine
President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr, who was in
Jakarta for the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
summit, announced the
signing of the deal in a
video message on his
YouTube page.

He said the signing was
"a testament to the realiza-
tion of the many opportuni-
ties for complementation
and collaboration between
the Philippines and the
South Korea and an even
greater milestone for our
economic friendship".
Marcos did not provide
details about the agree-
ment, but the Philippines'
Department of Trade and
Industry has said previous-
ly that it should give
Manila improved market
access for a wide range of
goods, including agricul-
tural products such as
bananas. In 2022, the
Philippines exported $3.12
billion worth of goods to
South Korea, making it the
country's seventh-largest
export market. 

Japan launches
‘moon sniper’
lunar lander

SLIM into space
TOKYO (Reuters): Japan
launched a lunar exploration
spacecraft aboard a home-
grown H-IIA rocket, hoping
to become the world's fifth
country to land on the moon
early next year. Japan
Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) said the
rocket took off from
Tanegashima Space Center
in southern Japan as planned
and successfully released
the Smart Lander for
Investigating Moon (SLIM).
Unfavourable weather led to
three postponements in a
week last month.

Dubbed the "moon
sniper", Japan aims to land
SLIM within 100 metres of
its target site on the lunar
surface. The $100-million
mission is expected to start
the landing by February
after a long, fuel-efficient
approach trajectory. "The
big objective of SLIM is to
prove the high-accuracy
landing ... to achieve 'land-
ing where we want' on the
lunar surface, rather than
'landing where we can',"
JAXA President Hiroshi
Yamakawa told a news con-
ference. Hours after launch,
JAXA said it picked up sig-
nals from SLIM showing it
was operating normally. The
launch comes two weeks
after India became the fourth
nation to successfully land a
spacecraft on the moon with
its Chandrayaan-3 mission
to the unexplored lunar
south pole. Around the same
time, Russia's Luna-25 lan-
der crashed while approach-
ing the moon.

Two earlier lunar landing
attempts by Japan failed in
the last year. JAXA lost con-
tact with the OMOTE-
NASHI lander and scrubbed
an attempted landing in
November. The Hakuto-R
Mission 1 lander, made by
Japanese startup ispace,
crashed in April as it
attempted to descend to the
lunar surface. SLIM is set to
touch down on the near side
of the moon close to Mare
Nectaris, a lunar sea that,
viewed from Earth, appears
as a dark spot. Its primary
goal is to test advanced opti-
cal and image processing
technology. After landing,
the craft aims to analyse the
composition of olivine rocks
near the sites in search of
clues about the origin of the
moon. No lunar rover is
loaded on SLIM. H-IIA
rocket also carried the X-
Ray Imaging and
Spectroscopy Mission
(XRISM) satellite, a joint
project of JAXA, NASAand
the European Space Agency.
The satellite aims to observe
plasma winds flowing
through the universe that
scientists see as key to help-
ing understand the evolution
of stars and galaxies.
Ground stations in Hawaii
and Japan received signals
from XRISM soon after the
launch confirming that the
satellite's solar panels suc-
cessfully deployed, JAXA
said. Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries manufactured the
H-IIA rocket and operated
the launch, which marked
the 47th H-IIA Japan has
launched since 2001, bring-
ing the vehicle's success rate
close to 98%.
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One military
countless

fronts
P

AKISTAN’S military is currently engaged in four
front wars besides dealing with a wide range of
domestic challenges which seriously confronted the

security, survival and territorial integrity of the Pakistani
nation over the past few years. The 259th huddle of the
Pakistan Army Corps Commanders held in-depth discus-
sions on internal and external security challenges along-
side taking a full account of the regional and global
geostrategic environment that might have a direct or indi-
rect impact on Pakistan. The forum commemorated the
sacrifices of Shudahas and Ghazis who rendered
unmatchable sacrifices in defence of the nation.

Pakistan Army is the nation's most disciplined, highly
organized, well-trained, and responsive institution. Its prime
role is the defence and security of the country; however, it has
been called upon for jobs which were well beyond the scope
of their duties. Being an ideological and national Army, it
remained committed to defending the country's geographical
territories while upholding the Country's Islamic ideology.
During the past seven and a half decades of Pakistan's history,
the Pakistan Army fought three major battles with the coun-
try's eternal enemy along with ever-boiling low-level conflict
at Siachen Glacier, the highest warzone in the world. The
Pakistan Army successfully defeated the terror groups in the
most difficult terrain of the country and is currently embattled
with remnants of terrorism and ethnic insurgency in Erstwhile
FATA and Balochistan respectively. 

The Pakistan Army always played a pivotal role during nat-
ural disasters such as floods, earthquakes, locust attacks and
deadly pandemics through its kinetic search and rescue oper-
ations and well-organized relief activities. Pakistan Military
also remained available to the civilian governments during
hours of need for the maintenance of law and order, national
census, election duty, polio vaccination campaigns, desalina-
tion of water canals, management and monitoring of COVID-
19- pandemic and locust attacks in the country, that has no
example in any other nation in the world. The Pakistan Army
remained at the forefront of nation-building activities through
the construction of roads, and bridges, and the provision of
educational, medical and communication facilities to the resi-
dents of border regions including Azad Kashmir, Gilgit-
Baltistan, Erstwhile FATA and Balochistan. Interestingly, the
Pakistan military along with the civil government played a
crucial role in the accomplishment of FATF's 34 points agen-
da while successfully securing Pakistan from grave risks of
blacklisting by the anti-money laundering watchdog perma-
nently. Presently, the Pakistan Army is an integral part of
ongoing efforts to uplift socio-economic growth under the
umbrella of the Special Investment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) and wholeheartedly assists the government in curbing
all illegal activities which hamper economic stability, growth
and investors' confidence. Meanwhile, it is equally involved in
the ongoing crusade against the manipulation and smuggling
of currency, sugar, wheat and other commodities from the
country that had created miserable conditions for the South
Asian nation at this time.  

Besides these domestic campaigns, the Pakistan Army is
continuously facing aggression and trespassing from the west
and the eastern neighbour. The cross-border attacks at the
Durand line became customary, as the banned Pakistani terror
outfit enjoys salient support from its ideological mentor, who
currently rules in the neighbourhood. Likewise, New Delhi
has intensified its anti-Pakistan propaganda and ramped up its
military operation and human rights abuses in illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir. The Army is like an ironclad
against Pakistan's enemies and their proxies inside the coun-
try. The Pakistan military is a symbol of national pride and a
sole guarantee for the security and sovereignty of the country.
So, until brave Pakistani soldiers guard the Country's territori-
al frontiers no enemy could ever dare to harm Pakistan.

Humanitarian crisis
in Afghanistan

A
CCORDING to reports, nearly 20 million
Afghans are currently facing serious risk of
hunger in neighbouring Afghanistan, while the

months-long impasse between the world and Kabul
further causes gravity in the prevailing situations and
endangers the survival of millions of lives in
Afghanistan. Currently, About three-quarters of
Afghanistan's people need humanitarian aid as their
country emerges from decades of conflict under an
internationally isolated Taliban administration that
took over as US-backed foreign forces withdrew in
2021. Development assistance that for years formed
the backbone of government finances has been cut, the
administration is subject to sanctions and central bank
assets abroad have been frozen.

Historically, Afghanistan's economy witnessed a sud-
den collapse after the US Forces withdrew from the coun-
try which led to the collapse of the entire government and
banking system, halted foreign aid and prompted food
shortages in violence-hit Afghanistan. The crisis partly
stems from the blockage of Western funding and crucial
economic support, while severe drought, commodity price
hikes, freezing of Afghan assets abroad and the Ukraine
war multiplied problems and added to the economic woes
of millions of Afghans. Interestingly, the Afghan people
were caught between two parts of the mill as the with-
drawal of European allies and imposition of economic
sanctions broke their back on one hand while the damag-
ing policies of the ruling Taliban equally hurt its popula-
tion which was already embattled with the worst econom-
ic conditions in their homeland.

According to the United Nations Humanitarian Aid
Coordination Office, $125 million had been earmarked for
countries facing humanitarian crises worldwide, of which
$20 million has been allocated to Afghanistan. Meanwhile,
nearly fifty-six humanitarian aid programs have been
stopped in Afghanistan due to the ban on women's employ-
ment and other interventions of the ruling Taliban. The
reports suggest that insufficient funding and pause in aid
programs are likely to cut off the provision of essential
humanitarian support to nearly 10 million Afghans. The UN
Food Program has appealed for urgent provision of funds
required to feed millions of Afghans during the winter sea-
son. It is of utmost importance that the global community
and Western nations must put aside their political differ-
ences, come forward and display their traditional generosi-
ty in helping poor Afghans, otherwise, no one could avert a
grave human tragedy in Afghanistan.

R
EPORTS that
North Korea's dic-
tator, Kim Jong-

un, may visit Russia soon
to meet Vladimir Putin -
probably to discuss the
supply of North Korean
weapons for Putin's war
in Ukraine - point to a
rather remarkable trans-
formation of Russian-
North Korean relations.
During the cold war,
North Korea was
Moscow's key ally in
north-east Asia. But at
that time, the North
Koreans were, at best,
poor supplicants to a
mighty superpower.
Today, Kim's hermit
kingdom stands tall and
proud as Russia's partner
in crime.

Putin's engagement with
North Korea is as old as his
presidency. But the rela-
tionship was generally
more exotic than practical.
Russia's real partner was
South Korea, which consis-
tently ranked among its top
10 trade partners, with
nearly $30bn in trade vol-
ume in 2021. North Korea
was never an attractive
partner, and it was subject
to very restrictive sanctions
that Russia, as a permanent
member of the UN security
council, had helped craft.
Until it invaded Ukraine,
Russia tried to abide by
them in letter and spirit.

Everything changed with
the invasion. In May 2022 -
in a development that may
foreshadow the beginning
of the end for the North
Korean sanctions regime -
Russia (and China) vetoed
a UN security council reso-
lution that would penalise
Pyongyang for another
round of missile tests. In
July 2022, Pyongyang
recognised the Russian-
occupied puppet republics
of Donetsk and Luhansk
(just over two months
before their annexation by
Russia made this recogni-
tion moot). Then, in July
this year, the Russian
defence minister, Sergei
Shoigu, turned up in
Pyongyang to an unprece-
dented welcome. Kim was
seen proudly showing him
around the latest models of
North Korean weaponry.
Amid the smiles and cama-
raderie, a new relationship
was being born.

Russia's quest for North
Korean weapons and
ammunition (much like the
Kremlin's purchase of
Iranian drones) suggests a
high degree of desperation
in the Kremlin. With
Russia's vaunted military

machine having been
proved something of a
paper tiger by the
Ukrainians, there is an
implied humiliation in
shopping around for
weapons in places like
North Korea, a disdained
client state at the best of
times. There are also
important practical consid-

erations that Putin must
weigh before embracing
Kim. The first - violating
the sanctions regime that
Russia has helped built up
over the years - is probably
the least of Putin's hurdles.
Now that Russia itself has
become a pariah state, on
the receiving end of exten-
sive western sanctions, it is
only reasonable that the
Kremlin might reach out to
fellow rogues. You may
argue, of course, that the
(partial) dismantling of the
sanctions regime will bury
all hopes for Pyongyang's
denuclearisation, a goal to
which the Kremlin is, in
theory, still committed. But
Putin may well decide that
this is the least of his prob-
lems at this time.

The second considera-
tion is potentially more

important. By overdoing
North Korea, the Kremlin
risks undermining its rela-
tionship with South Korea.
Granted, the war in Ukraine
has taken a toll on this rela-
tionship already, as Seoul
joined western sanctions
against Russia. South
Korea's exports to Russia
plummeted by 37% in 2022

(imports decreased by
15%). But Seoul joined
these sanctions only reluc-
tantly, and many South
Korean companies contin-
ue operating in Russia.
South Korea is something
of a weak link in the west-
ern sanctions front, a situa-
tion the Kremlin could
exploit to its advantage if it
had the tactical acumen to
do so. 

Putin may conclude,
however, that by forging a
new relationship with
Pyongyang he could
increase his leverage with
South Korea. He may
believe that the closer the
relationship becomes
between himself and Kim,
the more eager South
Korean policymakers will
be to maintain dialogue
with Russia. It was this

logic that in the late 1980s
led the South Korean presi-
dent, Roh Tae-woo, to
launch the policy of nord-
politik - reaching out to
Moscow to put pressure on
Pyongyang. In fact, Putin's
courting of North Korea
early in his own presidency
followed exactly this logic.

The third consideration
that may weigh on Putin's
mind is whether North
Korea is a trustworthy part-
ner. In fact, it most certain-
ly is not. Pyongyang spent
the cold war exploiting dis-
agreements among its allies
and playing them off
against one another. It
proved notoriously wilful
and unpredictable and, on
more than one occasion (for
instance, during its 1968
capture of the USS Pueblo
and its 1969 downing of a
US EC-121 surveillance
plane), pulled tricks that
could have dragged
Moscow into an unwanted
confrontation with the US.
North Korea is also well
known for becoming an
economic burden on its
reluctant friends and part-
ners. What bargain Kim
will attempt to drive with
Russia is still unknown, but
he is unlikely to sell him-
self cheaply.

Despite these considera-
tions, Putin may well have
already made the strategic
choice to draw closer to
North Korea. This is in part
the consequence of the new
situation Russia finds itself
in. The demise of the post-
cold war world and the
return of bloc mentality
tend to encourage these
kinds of realignments. The
elephant in the room is
Pyongyang's longtime
sponsor China, which has
also been drawing closer to
Russia by the logic of its
own deepening conflict
with the US. The last time
these three countries were
on the same wavelength
was in the late 1940s to
early 1950s, which cannot
be described as a happy
time for north-east Asia. It
is as yet unclear whether
Kim will meet Putin, but
the relationship between
their countries is clearly
shifting. And not because
North Korea is changing,
but because Russia is. It is
beginning to look more and
more like North Korea.
Whether or not North
Korean armaments find
their way to the frontlines
in Ukraine, Russia's
descent into the depths of
tyranny will put a smile of
satisfaction on Kim's face. 
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Putin’s reaching out to Kim
Jong-un is a desperate move

Sergey Radchenko

E
U R O P E A N
C o m m i s s i o n
President Ursula von

der Leyen will give the most
important speech of her
career next week, in what
could be her last annual
"state of the union"
address to the EU.

Almost four years into her
presidency, the EU faces a
crossroads moment in the
aftermath of the pandemic
and amid the Ukraine war.
The array of challenges and
opportunities facing the bloc
means it is at a potentially
historic tipping point
between the past and a hope-
fully brighter new dawn in
the second half of the 2020s.

Von der Leyen hopes to
lead that future by serving a
second term from late 2024,
but that will depend upon the
political horse-trading that
follows the result of next
June's European Parliament
elections. Even if she does
not serve as European
Commission president again,
it is possible she may land
another big job, with US
President Joe Biden reported-

ly wanting her to serve as the
next NATO secretary-gener-
al.

When Von der Leyen took
office in December 2019, she
could not have foreseen that
the pandemic and Russia's
invasion of Ukraine would be
the decisive challenges of her
presidency. Yet they have
dominated and it is some-
times now forgotten that
COVID-19 nearly forced her
resignation as a result of the
EU's bungled initial rollout of
vaccines in 2021. For all of
the challenges that the pan-
demic and the Ukraine war
have brought, this crisis-type
environment is one that the
EU has sometimes previous-
ly found congenial to clear-
ing the pathway to ever close
union. Coming to office dur-
ing a troubled period for the
bloc, he is seen by many as
giving the present-day EU a
clear sense of direction,
including as the founding
father of the euro. In his first
term from 1985, he rallied the
bloc to the call of the single
market and, when appointed
to a second term, he urged

Europeans to embrace the
ambitious goals of economic,
monetary and political union.
While history may not see
Von der Leyen's presidency
as being quite so historically
important as that of Delors,
she has delivered a number of
big achievements. For one,
von der Leyen played a key
role in 2021, alongside then-
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and French President
Emmanuel Macron, in per-
suading EU leaders to agree
to give the bloc - for the first
time in its history - debt-rais-
ing powers to finance a �750
billion ($804 billion) post-
coronavirus recovery plan to
counteract its worst econom-
ic shock for decades.

This could be looked back
on as a key moment for the
EU. At the time, there was
even discussion in Brussels of
a "Hamiltonian moment," in
reference to Alexander
Hamilton, the US treasury
secretary who, in 1790, con-
vinced the nascent Congress
of the benefits of common

debt. Earlier in her presidency,
in 2020, Von der Leyen was
key to the EU-27 and the UK
agreeing a Brexit trade and
cooperation deal. While ten-
sions still exist with London,
this has provided a potentially
workable framework between
the parties to try to build a new
phase of UK-EU partnership
in the years to come, especial-
ly now that a revised Northern
Ireland protocol has been
agreed.

Yet another big achieve-
ment was the huge scope of
her Green Deal megaproject.
This has seen more than 50
major sustainability initia-
tives rolled out since 2019, as
Europe seeks to become the
first continent in the world to
be climate neutral, with a tar-
get date of 2050.Ahead of her
big speech next week, Von
der Leyen has hinted that she
will again focus not only on
Ukraine, but also on this
green vision for the post-pan-
demic EU. This will include a
big section on climate action,
with COP28 on the horizon.

Von der Leyen will there-
fore reemphasize her belief
that it is critical for the bloc,
which has a population of
more than 400 million, to be
ambitious and seize the ini-
tiative in the coming years.
The alternative, in her view,
is further drift of the type that
has characterized EU affairs
for so long. As well as oppor-
tunities on the horizon, there
are also risks. Indeed, recent
years have seen a huge
growth in domestic and
external challenges that may
be without precedent in the
post-Second World War era.

On the domestic front,
there has been a significant
rise in anti-EU, nationalist
sentiment across the conti-
nent, which has seen populist
arguments coming to the
fore, as well as a perceived
erosion of the fundamental
values of liberal democracy.
This is personified by
Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban, who enjoys the
closest relationship with
Russia's Vladimir Putin of
any EU leader and who has,
in the last year and a half,

stymied a number of key
sanctions-related activities
against Moscow following its
invasion of Ukraine. On the
international front, mean-
while, is a new geopolitical
reality - and not just from an
increasingly assertive Russia.
There is also massive uncer-
tainty from the US, with the
key 2024 presidential elec-
tion potentially offering a
stark international relations
choice between the strong
Atlanticist Joe Biden and the
pro-Brexit, anti-EU Donald
Trump. Von der Leyen's
speech will seek to make
clear that the decisions made
in late 2023 and 2024 will
have a huge role in defining
the EU's longer-term political
and economic character in
the face of multiple opportu-
nities and challenges, includ-
ing Ukraine. With storm
clouds perhaps gathering
again, she is right that there
may now be a historic win-
dow of opportunity for the
continent to forge a stronger,
more sustainable path into
the future. 
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European Commission President to lay out second-term vision
Andrew Hammond

T
HE International
Day for the
Preservation of the

Ozone Layer, which is
designated by the United
Nations General
Assembly, will be
marked next Saturday. It
is important to consider
the following issues:
What is the current sta-
tus of the ozone layer,
what can we do to fur-
ther restore, heal and
protect the ozone layer,
and what lessons can be
learned from the unified
international efforts that
have been carried out in
order to address this
critical environmental
issue?

Every year, the
International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone
Layer is celebrated on
Sept. 16 in order to com-
memorate the date in 1987
that the Montreal Protocol
on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer was
signed. The Montreal
Protocol should be hailed
as one of the most success-
ful international treaties or
agreements in human his-
tory. This is partially due
to the fact that the treaty
was ratified by 198 coun-
tries, all members of the
UN. In addition, the
Montreal Protocol should
be used as an example for
other treaties and global
initiatives when it comes
to taking action to combat
or prevent environmental
catastrophes.

After scientists began
issuing warnings about the
state of the ozone layer
and its depletion in the
1970s and 1980s, world
leaders in both the envi-
ronmental and political
arenas came together and
in 1985 they signed the
multilateral international
and environmental agree-
ment known as the Vienna
Convention for the
Protection of the Ozone
Layer. This treaty played a
key role in reducing the
production of chlorofluo-
rocarbons, which were
instrumental in the deple-
tion of the ozone layer.
The Vienna Convention
for the Protection of the
Ozone Layer ultimately
laid the framework for the
Montreal Protocol, which
aimed to phase out a num-
ber of chemicals, includ-
ing chlorofluorocarbons
and hydrochlorofluorocar-
bons, which were con-
tributing to a hole in the
ozone layer above
Antarctica. According to
the treaty, the parties to the
protocol recognized the
fact that "worldwide emis-
sions of certain substances
can significantly deplete
and otherwise modify the
ozone layer in a manner
that is likely to result in
adverse effects on human
health and the environ-
ment. Determined to pro-
tect the ozone layer by
taking precautionary
measures to control equi-
tably total global emis-
sions of substances that
deplete it with the ultimate
objective of their elimina-
tion on the basis of devel-
opments in scientific
knowledge."

It is worth noting that
the ozone layer protects
life on our planet because
it absorbs harmful ultravi-
olet radiation that comes
from the sun. As with
many other environmental
issues, the problem with
the ozone layer was
caused by human actions.
The main cause of the
depletion of the ozone
layer was human-made
chemicals including pro-
pellants, halocarbon
refrigerants, solvents and

foam-blowing agents,
such as chlorofluorocar-
bons, hydrochlorofluoro-
carbons and halons. The
depletion of the ozone
layer caused humans to be
exposed to damaging
ultraviolet rays. As well as
leading to skin diseases,
cataracts, cancer and
impaired immune systems,
these harmful rays also
cause harm to plants and
marine ecosystems. The
landmark Montreal
Protocol and the global
efforts to address this
environmental issue paid
off, as the ozone layer
began to recover. Some
scientists believe that, by
2040, the ozone layer cov-
ering most of the world
will be fully healed to the
level it was before human-
made chemicals caused its
depletion nearly 50 years
ago. But our job is not
totally done. We should
continue conducting sci-
entific research on the
ozone layer and eliminate
any new substances or
chemicals that could dam-
age it. We should also con-
tinue to work on phasing
out hydrofluorocarbons,
which are coolants often
used in refrigerators and
air conditioners.

Nevertheless, the
Montreal Protocol is a
success story in address-
ing one of the world's
most important environ-
mental issues. Several les-
sons can be learned from
this landmark agreement
and ought to be applied to
combating the other envi-
ronmental catastrophes
that the world faces. The
most important lesson is
that all countries, govern-
ments and industries came
together, alongside the sci-
entific community, in
order to address this criti-
cal issue.

Secondly, multilateral
agreements are more like-
ly to be effective in terms
of their enforcement and
implementation and they
are more likely to be firm
and durable if they are
endorsed by all UN mem-
ber states, rather than
being imposed by a few
powerful countries.

The third great thing
about the Montreal
Protocol is that it is con-
stantly being updated with
new amendments based on
scientific studies and find-
ings in order to improve
the situation. For example,
the Kigali Amendment to
the Montreal Protocol
came into effect in 2019
and it aims to phase out
other ozone-depleting sub-
stances, particularly in
cooling systems. These
lessons can be applied to
the current climate change
crisis, which poses several
critical threats and has
already inflicted crippling
losses across the world.
One of the most important
issues in the climate crisis
is that it is impacting
almost every sector and
every person and animal
on Earth. Tackling the cli-
mate crisis is not only
about protecting and pre-
serving biodiversity and
the planet, but it is also
related to protecting our
future and that of the com-
ing generations.

In conclusion, the
Montreal Protocol is one
of the great success stories
of multilateralism, show-
ing how governments, sci-
entists and industries can
come together to address
and resolve a critical envi-
ronmental issue. This
ought to be an example for
fighting other environ-
mental crises, such as cli-
mate change and global
warming.

Ozone layer protocol
a model for successful

multilateralism
Dr. Majid Rafizadeh

You may argue, of course, that the
(partial) dismantling of the sanctions
regime will bury all hopes for
Pyongyang's denuclearisation, a goal
to which the Kremlin is, in theory,
still committed. But Putin may well
decide that this is the least of his
problems at this time. The second
consideration is potentially more
important. By overdoing North
Korea, the Kremlin risks undermin-
ing its relationship with South Korea.
Granted, the war in Ukraine has
taken a toll on this relationship
already, as Seoul joined western
sanctions against Russia. South
Korea's exports to Russia plummeted
by 37% in 2022 (imports decreased by
15%). But Seoul joined these sanc-
tions only reluctantly, and many
South Korean companies continue
operating in Russia. South Korea is
something of a weak link in the west-
ern sanctions front, a situation the
Kremlin could exploit to its advan-
tage if it had the tactical acumen to
do so. 



R
EADING Brave New World
recently, I came across
"mother" rendered as "m--

----". In Aldous Huxley's dystopia,
the word for female parent has
become an obscenity. The idea of
giving birth and living in families is
disgusting and those people who
reproduce normally are despised
outcasts. Any preference for one
person over another has been elim-
inated. 

Huxley's science fiction classic
was published in 1932. Ninety-one
years later, staff at Great Ormond
Street children's hospital (GOSH) are
being advised not to use the inflam-
matory words "girls" and "boys".
Guidance produced by the hospital's
Diversity and Inclusion team and
Pride Network, entitled "Using
Pronouns at GOSH", suggests that
they stop using "gendered language"
in conversation. Apparently, the
wrong pronouns can make people
feel "disrespected, invalidated, dis-
missed, triggered, alienated, or often,
all of these things". A friend's child
died at Great Ormond Street. My
friend was Sophia's mother, a
woman. Sophia was my friend's dar-
ling daughter, born of a woman.
Neither of those statements would be
remotely controversial to the parents
who hover tenderly, fearfully, at their
child's bedside in that remarkable
institution. In fact, telling them their
sick infants are non-binary creatures
whose sex is an affront to the purple-
haired, rainbow-lanyarded activists
in the Diversity Office would cause
distress and bewilderment. 

But who cares what normal people
think, eh? What matters is the noble
goal of "inclusion" and if the vast
majority demurs then they'd better
buck up their ideas and become an
"ally" of the miniscule minority
whose feelings we are now busy
rewriting the English language to
spare. You would hope that a
Conservative Government would
know what its role was here. It's pret-
ty clear, isn't it? Stand firm against an

aggressive, vocal minority that is
imposing its fashionable ideology on
the rest of us while providing support
to confused children going through
that Krakatoa of the hormones
known as puberty. 

An opportunity to do just that pre-
sented itself when ministers were
called upon to resolve the issue of
"social transitioning" at school: that's
where kids who say they are trans ask
to be referred to by a different pro-
noun and wear the uniform of the
opposite sex. Jill decides to be Jack.
It's a fast-spreading contagion.
Gender dysphoria used to be a rare
condition presenting almost exclu-
sively in young boys. Now, there are
thousands of teenage girls, for whom
anorexia often used to be the malady,
asking to be treated as male, with or
without parental consent. One poor
teacher told me she had referred to a
student as "she" only to be hotly
rebuked. It turned out the pupil was
suddenly identifying as a boy
although, unhelpfully, she looked
exactly as she had done the day
before. A complaint was lodged and,
astonishingly, the head told the
teacher she was guilty of "misgender-
ing" and must apologise to the child. 

As places dealing in factual knowl-
edge, schools surely can not be seen to
be accommodating fictional claims
that lack any basis in biological sci-
ence. Worried parents have eagerly
awaited action from the Government
which would make that crystal clear.
Then, back in January, Education
Secretary Gillian Keegan dropped
worrying hints that a cowardly com-
promise was on the cards. "We have to
be very sensitive to children," she said,
"We are actually going to publish
some guidance and consult because it
is a very tricky area to get right."
Asked whether she thought 16 was too
young for gender self-identification
(without medical verification),
Keegan replied, "No, I don't actually. I
was working at 16, I was paying tax at

16, I was making decisions for myself
at 16." What an unforgivably fatuous
statement from a minister presiding
over so many young lives. Keegan's
"decisions" at 16 didn't involve bind-
ing her breasts as preparation for "top
surgery" (the jarringly jaunty term for
a mastectomy) or taking puberty hor-
mones that might wreck her fertility.
And at an age when our society con-
siders a kid too young to drink, drive
or get married. Forget all that lifelong
harm stuff. This week, we learnt that
Rishi Sunak is "considering abandon-
ing plans to ban children from chang-
ing gender at schools". The Prime
Minister was told by Attorney General
Victoria Prentis that a law was needed
to bar social transitioning, because
otherwise it could contravene the
Equality Act. Sunak may be backing
away from including such a law in this
autumn's King's Speech. Apparently,
he's worried about party differences
being exposed in the Commons in the
run-up to an election. 

With a Labour victory on the hori-
zon this is the last chance to enshrine
protection for millions of impression-
able youngsters and to give parents
peace of mind that their kids aren't
being inducted into some sinister cult
at school. The Conservative govern-
ment may now fail to do so. How dis-
mayingly gutless, how morally inert.
Frozen, scared stiff of saying the
wrong thing and upsetting people
who would never vote for them in a
million years, the Tories are fretting
instead about being "on the wrong
side of history". Have we totally lost
the plot? The Government can sum-
mon the resolve to rush an Energy
Bill through the Commons this week
which could get you arrested for not
limiting your energy consumption
(dishwashers at 3am, chaps) in the
debatable cause of net zero. Yet when
it comes to safeguarding children,
their health both physical and mental,
suddenly it may be all too difficult.
Be kind to vulnerable trans kids, they

cry. Yet, as the excoriating Cass
Report into the Tavistock Gender
Identity Clinic said, "social transi-
tion" is not a "neutral act" but a major
psychosocial intervention that may
affect whether a child's gender dis-
tress disappears or becomes long-
lasting. In other words, refuse to treat
Katie as Karl, insist on a degree of
good old-fashioned conformity in
school hours and the phase may well
pass. 

As the organisation Sex Matters
notes, Hilary Cass rejected the ideo-
logical label of "trans children",
which suggests a well-defined cate-
gory and wrote instead of young
people who may be going through a
difficult developmental stage and are
likely to be harmed if a potentially
transient personal identification is
treated as stable and permanent.
Your average tricky teenager in other
words. And what about the negative
effect of one student transitioning on
hundreds of other pupils and staff?
Many schools which are facilitating
social transition, often without
informing parents, are going beyond
supporting changes of name and pre-
ferred pronoun, allowing a trans
pupil to use facilities intended for the
opposite sex and to play single-sex
sports. Why shouldn't that make the
majority of children feel "invalidat-
ed, dismissed, triggered and alienat-
ed"? 

"Facts do not cease to exist
because they are ignored," wrote
Huxley. Prophetic in so many ways,
he was wrong about that, or very
nearly. The basic facts of humanity -
girls and boys, mothers and fathers -
are stealthily being erased by people
who wish to remodel society in their
own image. To ban social transition-
ing in schools would be a big step
towards rescuing fact from fiction,
and rescuing some children, too.
That's not finding yourself on the
wrong side of history. It's being on
the right side of decency and com-
mon sense. Rishi Sunak should give
it a go.
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Tories can’t afford to 
capitulate to the trans cult

Allison Pearson

E
VERY once in a while, Sarah
Palin tries to escape the pur-
gatory of irrelevancy by

doing or saying something that the
failed Congressional candidate is
likely convinced will inject her
back, however briefly, into the cul-
tural zeitgeist. It must be galling
for the former Republican "it
girl"- who was plucked from
obscurity and thrust into the ego-
swelling limelight as John
McCain's running mate in 2008 -
to watch from afar as the diabolical
duo of Marjorie Taylor Greene and
Lauren Boebert slowly and
inevitably overtook her in the calci-
fied hearts and conspiracy-con-
sumed minds of the party's looney
tunes faithful.

And so, it was hardly surprising
when, in late August, Palin attracted a
fleeting burst of life-affirming atten-
tion while appearing on exiled Fox
News personality Eric Bolling's
derivative chat show on the cable
news network equivalent of purgato-
ry, Newsmax. Bolling began a fol-
low-up "interview" with Palin with
this remarkably astute introduction.
"Joining me now to assess all of the
Left's craziness in America is former
Alaska governor, Sarah Palin."

Who better to "assess" and discuss
what constitutes "craziness" than the
still reigning avatar of "craziness"
herself? Despite her diminished pro-
file, Palin has been busy reconfirm-
ing those credentials. She told
Bolling a few days earlier in the same
contrived setting that Donald
Trump's arraignment in Georgia - on
a slew of felony charges in connec-
tion with a mob-type scheme to over-
turn his 2020 election loss in the state
- was going to provoke a "civil war".

"Those who are conducting this

travesty and creating this two-tier
system of justice, I want to ask them:
What the heck. Do you want us to be
in a civil war? Because that's what's
going to happen. We're not going to
keep putting up with this," Palin said.
"We need to get angry. We do need to
rise up and take our country back."
Palin's rather lame rallying cry was
chock-a-block with the predictable
bromides meant to "fire up" - she for-
got that one - Bolling's tiny pool of
perpetually seething, star burst-gravi-
tating viewers. It was Palin's explicit
suggestion - framed, conveniently, as
a consequence-free "question" - that a
"civil war" was in the offing that
caused, in her self-absorbed gambit,
an agreeable stir.

Bolling had Palin return to "clari-
fy" her typically incendiary remarks.
Palin was, I suspect, more than happy
to oblige since it meant doing what
she loves most to do, stare - with a
frozen look of golly-gee amazement -
into a camera. Palin claimed, uncon-
vincingly, that her "words" had been
"twisted" and that she was forced to
"hunker down" in light of the
"threats, lies, and false accusations".
Happily, Palin was able to emerge
from her warm, alternative-universe
cocoon for five minutes or so to insist
that she was just asking - golly gee
whiz - a question of the "Left". No
foul. No harm. "I asked a question,"
Palin said. "And I will repeat exactly
that question … what is it that you
want, Left? Do you want a civil war
because we don't. I don't." Now, I'm
not sure which "left" Palin was
addressing in her exculpatory screed
since the "left" as an organised, polit-
ical principle of any coherent persua-
sion is an inconsequential outlier in

America.
But Palin and company need not

fret. America is not going to devolve
into a "civil war" - beyond the
entrenched ideological and rhetorical
divisions that have been a defining
characteristic of the disfigured US
body politic for generations. Palin is
not the first, nor will she be the last,
cable news swamp-addicted grifter to
urge millions of malleable, cable
news swamp addicts to "rise up" and
"take America back" in what would
amount to the charge of the MAGA
not-so-bright brigade from the famil-
iar comfort of a New York television
studio or, in the former vice-presiden-
tial nominee's case, her Stars and
Stripes-draped basement. A trial run
occurred on January 6, 2021, when
the Capitol was attacked in order to
prevent - through intimidation and
violence - the certification of Joe
Biden's election as president.

After ginning up Oath Keeper and
Proud Boys-led insurrectionists into a
wild froth, Trump took quick refuge
in the White House to watch and
applaud his sinister designs unfold
from what he apparently considered a
safe and protective distance. Rest
assured, Palin will follow Trump's
cowardly lead and avoid being any-
where near "on point" in any real or
imagined reprise of the mad, cacoph-
onous events of January 6. She, like
Trump, would stay well in the rear.
The gullible minions are expendable,
not Sarah Palin.

But Palin ought to be careful what
she wishes for - or not. A gang of
once cocky, strutting Oath Keeper
and Proud Boy leaders has been con-
victed of sedition and sentenced to
stiff prison sentences, including the

polo shirt-wearing proudest Proud
Boy of them all: Enrique Tarrio, who
will be spending the next 22 years in
federal prison - which may or may
not damage his pride. He joins scores
of other cockeyed cosplay enthusiasts
turned would-be "revolutionaries"
jailed across the US for having
stormed Congress. Trump, the insur-
rectionist-in-chief, has been indicted
for his precipitating role in encourag-
ing, fomenting and planning a failed
coup d'état.

A wise jury willing, Trump could
soon be sharing a cell block with
Tarrio to reminisce about those excit-
ing, not-so-distant better days when
they attempted to thwart the peaceful
transfer of presidential power. Sure,
Trump's maniacal followers are con-
tent to fly MAGA flags on their
porches and from the back of their
blaring pick-up trucks, but I doubt
they're prepared, these days, to heed
another self-aggrandising charlatan's
call to "civil war" and to risk an
extended stay at the crowbar hotel.

They and Palin will take consid-
erable solace, I'm sure, in knowing
that, if he is re-elected, Trump - ever
the rule of law-allergic authoritarian
- would exact a swift and satisfying
measure of revenge by promptly
keeping his jarring vow to imprison
his political opponents. "I will be
president in one and a half years,
and we will pick the strongest,
toughest, and most respected attor-
ney general, and if guilty, we will
put them all in jail where they
belong," the four-time indicted and
probable Republican presidential
nominee promised on Wednesday
on Truth Social. If that junta-
inspired horror happens, Palin might
get her civil war - or not.
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Sorry Trumpers, there 
won’t be a US civil war for 2024

Andrew Mitrovica

F
OUNDED in 2009, BRICS,
which was initially about
cooperation in finance,

development and trade, is evolving
into a structure that will have
major geopolitical and geostrate-
gic significance for the peoples of
the world with the accession of
new members at the latest summit
in South Africa, in the third week
of the last month.

What was more remarkable than
the accession of six new countries
from three continents was the fact
that more than 40 countries applied
for membership. This shows us once
again that the "international order"
inherited from the 20th century and
demarcated by imperialist hege-
monies is not working and that the
developing countries of the world,
need a new order.

The imperialist plunderers
ensured their own development at
the expense of the rest of the world.
But by the last quarter of the 20th
century, the rise of Asian countries,
China in particular, continued steadi-
ly into the 21st century. This has
been accompanied by continued
independence movements in Africa
and Latin America, even with some
setbacks. From the second half of the
last century to today, there were
those who called for a "flat world"
and those who proclaimed the "end
of history", those who tried to
explain the new situation as a "con-
vergence" of development between
the Global South and the North...
Now that almost all of them have

shelved their liberal credo, it did not
take them long to realize that the
irreconcilable contradictions
between the exploiters and the
exploited persist and that the majori-
ty of the world is against them. The
BRICS summit, which was held in
Johannesburg on August 22-24,
came together for all oppressed
nations with the aim of determining
the course of the world after the US-
centered liberal order. It was decided
that Argentina, Egypt, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and Ethiopia will officially
become BRICS members from the
beginning of next year, sending a
strong message to Washington. Thus,
a period has entered in which the
interests of the developing countries
of the world will be better brought to
the world agenda and the struggle
against imperialism will be strength-
ened.

It seems that BRICS will provide
new solutions to the problem of
"accumulation of private and public
debts", which Russian President
Putin emphasized at the beginning of
his video message to the Summit.
Putin also emphasized "unilateral
sanctions that violate international
law" and reassured confidence by
talking about the economic superior-
ity of the 5 BRICS founding coun-
tries over the US-based G7 with
empirical data. By the way, Russia
will assume the BRICS presidency
next year. Russia's slogan for the first

summit of the expanded BRICS+,
expected to be held in Kazan in
October 2024, is expected to be
"Strengthening Multilateralism for
Global Development and Security
Justice". One of the unofficial agen-
da items of the summit was "de-dol-
larization". Although some Western
experts said after the summit that this
was "unsustainable", the process of
de-dollarization has already begun.
Although the BRICS Summit in
South Africa did not officially
include a "reserve currency" agenda,
there was a will to increase trade in
local currencies.

In 2015, BRICS established the
"New Development Bank" to
counter US-dominated financial
institutions such as the World Bank
and the IMF. The bank already
loans in the Chinese renminbi, and
after the summit it was announced
that the national currencies of
South Africa and Brazil would be
added to this. The bank also aims to
announce the first Indian rupee
bond by October (note that India
recently signed a trade agreement
with the United Arab Emirates to
trade in national currencies instead
of US dollars). At a time when
international developments have
become almost entropic, BRICS is
now on the verge of a new era in the
21st century with 6 new developing
countries. 

Moreover, most of the new coun-
tries are from West Asia and are

energy giants. In this way, we can
say that BRICS has taken an advan-
tageous position in the geopolitical
rupture in terms of pricing energy
products and managing the responsi-
bilities and vulnerabilities of coun-
tries in terms of the cost of oil. The
fact that more than 40 countries have
joined the membership queue shows
that the developing world, uncom-
fortable with the liberal world order,
is more firmly committed to real
alternatives.

In the last 5 years, Türkiye and the
developing world countries have
been increasingly facing foreign
exchange shortages amid major
geopolitical transformations such as
the pandemic and the Ukraine issue.
The main problem, of course, is that
these countries have been detached
from their national production and
their national currencies have been
constantly devalued in the last 50
years within the international imperi-
alist division of labor based on
neoliberalism. The oppressed coun-
tries of the world, looking for an
alternative to the Paris Club, needing
more loans from the New
Development Bank. But even more
important is the need for a new order
that does not achieve its develop-
ment by plundering other countries,
but by making common, equal, just,
people-centered and non-interfer-
ence in each other's internal affairs as
the basic principle of its foreign pol-
icy. This is what BRICS offers to the
world. 

The China Daily

Towards the end of the liberal
order: BRICS Summit

Ibrahim Orçun Göktürk

I
N the dynamic world
of international rela-
tions, fostering collab-

oration and nurturing
partnerships is vital for a
prosperous global future.
This is especially true for
the United States and
China, the two largest
economies in the world.
As a US citizen who has
lived and worked in
Beijing for almost four
decades, and is general
counsel to AmChamUS, I
have been fortunate to
witness the evolution of
this profoundly impor-
tant relationship.

The recent high-level
discussions between US
Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo and Chinese
officials show the commit-
ment of both nations to
enhance cooperation and
address global challenges
with a positive outlook.
Raimondo is the fourth
high-level US official to
visit China in recent
months, as also the first US
commerce secretary to do
so in five years. The visit
comes at a time when many
commentators suggest that
the China-US relationship
is at a low point. However,
such challenges are not at
all surprising when one
considers the rapidly
changing economic, social
and political nature of the
world, and the magnitude
of the relationship. As
noted by the secretary: "It's
a complicated relationship.
There's no doubt about it.
We are in a fierce competi-
tion with China at every
level, and anyone who tells
you differently is naïve."
She added, "We have to
manage this competition.
Conflict is in no one's
interest."

Raimondo's visit to
China, and direct talking
points, underscore the
United States' dedication to
strengthening its relation-
ship with China. These dis-
cussions at the highest
level of government play a
pivotal role in building
trust and addressing press-
ing global challenges.
During her conversations
with Premier Li Qiang and
Vice Premier He Lifeng,
Raimondo emphasized the
significance of open com-
munication and tackled a
range of concerns affecting
American businesses in
China. The commerce sec-
retary stated that: "This
isn't about decoupling. This
is about maintaining our
very consequential trade
relationship, which is good
for America, good for
China, and good for the
world." The message is

clear: the United States
does not seek to sever eco-
nomic ties with China but
rather aims to ensure that
the relationship is mutually
beneficial and stable.
Raimondo stated that: "No
commerce secretary has
been tougher than I on
China." While we applaud
the efforts of the adminis-
tration to take a firm posi-
tion, what is needed now
more than ever is a com-
mon sense approach, and a
way forward, which we
believe can be accom-
plished by taking a practi-
cal approach to address
issues one by one. We see
the recent granting of air
route rights by the US to
China Airlines as exactly
the type of common sense
policy implementation
which has win-win conse-
quences for both sides.

With regard to trade,
among the most con-
tentious trade policies
between the two countries
has been the imposition of
tariffs on China-made
products, a policy that is
mostly a continuation of
one pursued by the previ-
ous administration. In
return, China has imposed
its own tariffs on US
imports. Evidence shows
that tariffs have resulted in
job losses, hurt the US
agricultural market and
lead to higher prices.
According to David
Weinstein, an economist at
Columbia University, "The
tariffs protect the least effi-
cient firms and reduced
their incentives to innovate
while hurting the most suc-
cessful US firms, reducing
their ability to innovate." It
seems the two countries
can immediately achieve a
breakthrough if they mutu-
ally agree to eliminate the
tariffs.

Beyond addressing eco-
nomic concerns,
Raimondo also highlight-
ed the importance of coop-
eration on broader global
issues like climate change,
the opioid crisis, and arti-
ficial intelligence. The
Chinese side, in turn,
expressed its desire for
reduced export controls on
advanced technology and
the retraction of certain
executive orders. While
national security remains a
top priority for the United
States, it is evident that
both nations recognize the
potential for collaboration
on critical global chal-
lenges. 

Citing national security
concerns, the Biden admin-
istration has imposed addi-

tional restrictions on export
of high technology and
investments in US tech
companies. According to
Raimondo: "We are not
going to sell the most
sophisticated American
chips to China that they
want for their military
capacity. But I do want to
be clear, we will also still
continue to sell billions of
dollars of chips a year to
China, because the vast
majority of chips that are
made are not the leading
edge, cutting edge that I'm
talking about."

In fact the Biden admin-
istration's policies with
regard to high tech only
affect a very small percent-
age of the entire US-China
economic relationship. By
far the majority of US-
China trade does not
impact national security.
China strongly opposes
US' restrictions on invest-
ments in China stating that
it "violates the principles of
market economy and fair
competition". In the short
term these restrictions may
reduce issues related to
national security. In the
long run, these restrictions
will likely encourage
China to improve its
domestic industries, while
depriving US companies of
export opportunities. This
effect can be seen in the
new Huawei phone, which
has an octa-core HiSilicon
5nm chipset CPU known as
Kirin 9000s. Raimondo
said that selling certain
chips to China will ulti-
mately generate revenue
for American businesses to
invest in further research
and development. It
remains to be seen if this is
the case.

Chinese officials have
welcomed Raimondo's
visit as an opportunity to
reduce tensions and
address concerns. It is
heartening to see both sides
engaging in constructive
dialogue and emphasizing
the importance of rational
and practical policies.
While obstacles may exist,
it is crucial to remain posi-
tive about the potential for
collaboration and mutual
benefit. As we move for-
ward, the two countries
should continue to make
progress in areas that are
easily achievable, like
eliminating tariffs.
Raimondo insisted that "no
one is more realistic than I
am about the challenges"
with China. We hope that
both sides can be realistic
about the upside that can
come from cooperation and
achieving cooperation as
much as possible.

Energizing Sino-US ties:
A path of promise

Edward Lehman

I
S this the dawn? Have
we reached the glim-
mer of a new begin-

ning? Rishi Sunak's about-
turn on joining the
European Union's Horizon
programme is a first note
of sanity in the two and a
half tortured years since
Britain formally left the
EU. Let it not be the last.
The story itself is miser-
able. Horizon is an £81bn
continent-wide pro-
gramme to give Europe's
scientific research commu-
nity a critical mass to com-
pare with that of the US or
China. It acknowledges the
obvious truth that
advanced scientific
research needs collabora-
tion rather than competi-
tion. Britain's universities
had been leaders of the
pack, and they were among
Horizon's principal benefi-
ciaries. If anything made
sense of a united Europe, it
was Horizon.

Brexit was an act of sabo-
tage. In a measure of infan-
tile daftness, its adherents
declared that here, as in all
things, Britain could go it
alone. Sunak's own enslave-
ment to the creed required
him to agree, and he duly
engineered a £14bn Pioneer
programme with grants that
were intended to replace
Horizon. Many senior scien-
tists in Britain protested the
inadequacy. Sunak appeared
unaware that research is as
much about collaboration
and scholastic exchange as it
is about money.

What Sunak has not
done is budge an inch on
border movement.
Ridiculous bureaucracy
will still impede academic
exchanges, conferences,
student visits and simple
research trips - as it stifles
orchestra and theatre tours.
We assume the ever xeno-
phobic Home Office is
behind the "hostile envi-
ronment" that will still seek
to deter scientists and
indeed any academic from
working in Britain. A solo
researcher arriving for an
extended period of work of
study, per 2021 research

commissioned by the
Royal Society, can fork out
between £3,000 and £5,000
for the privilege. As long as
Brexit is administered in
this way, repelling friends
and associates who for
decades have moved freely
across the Channel, the EU
will do Britain no favours.

Horizon suggests that
Brexit is approaching a
moment of truth. Fortress
Britain is crumbling like
soggy cement. Not a single
statistic presents the UK's
decision to leave Europe as
anything but a gross histori-
cal error. From economic
growth to trade and produc-
tivity, from labour supply to
immigration, every boon
promised by the Brexit lobby
was a lie. The Centre for
European Reform estimated
that at the end of 2021, the
British economy was 5%
smaller than it would have
been had Britain not left. But
the damage lay not so much
in Brexit as in hard Brexit, in
leaving the single market, an
almost casual weapon in
Boris Johnson's leadership
ambition.

Polls now show that a
majority of Britons have
seen this point. There is open
regret about the 2016 refer-
endum decision - which tells
us all we need to know about
plebiscite politics. But how
to convert public opinion
into a change of course is a
different matter. That is now
the urgency. The UK's exclu-
sion from one of the richest
export markets in the world
is hurting it, day after day.
Henry Kissinger advised
that, in negotiating, the key is
never to start with big rows,
but with small agreements.
Build up from them. The
Horizon deal shows that
where goodwill exists,
progress can be made. The
Windsor framework on
Northern Ireland was like-
wise a small agreement.
Deals are now being mooted
on veterinary standards, on
financial regulation and on
limited labour movement.
Each year, thousands more

EU workers are admitted to
assist the harvest. The hospi-
tality industry needs similar
help. While border controls
on farm exports to the EU
are still grotesque, food
imports from the EU pass
unimpeded through Dover.
This is desperately unfair on
British farmers and has to
stop. Clearly a deal must be
done.

Keir Starmer has been
feeble on Brexit for blatantly
electoral reasons. He has
even felt obliged to pledge
no return to a customs union
or a single market - as if des-
perate to win votes on the
Tory right. Since he is not
stupid, this must be intended
as a Johnsonian inexactitude.
Labour's shadow foreign
secretary, David Lammy, has
been more constructive. He
has promised to revise, "page
by page", Johnson's Brexit
deal. He has singled out for
negotiation short-term travel,
labour flexibility, border
trade and regulatory stan-
dardisation. That covers
most of the single market.

The real Brexit break-
through must await some
sign of atonement. Even its
most ardent champion,
Nigel Farage - who once
supported remaining in the
single market - has admitted
it has failed. As yet, no sen-
ior Tory has shown the
courage to agree. The
party's leading figures are,
like Donald Trump support-
ers in America, mumbling
their ongoing support and
keeping their heads down
for fear of offending their
own right wing. They are
praying for someone else to
confess the error. There
must be a route back - irre-
spective of EU membership
- to a sensible, pragmatic
economic relationship
between Britain and the rest
of Europe. An offshore
island cannot divorce itself
forever from its adjacent
mainland. If British politics
cannot admit it made a terri-
ble mistake, it can at least
start to rectify it. Horizon
has shown how. We must
hope a hundred Horizons lie
ahead.

Britain can recover from
the self-harm of Brexit

Simon Jenkins



ISLAMABAD  (APP): The
weekly inflation, measured
by the Sensitive Price
Indicator (SPI), witnessed
an increase of 0.96 percent
for the combined consump-
tion group during the week
ended on September 7, the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported on
Friday. The SPI for the
week under review in the
above-mentioned group
was recorded at 279.87
points as compared to
277.21 points during the
past week, according to the
PBS data.

As compared to the cor-
responding week of last
year, the SPI for the com-
bined consumption group
in the week under review
witnessed an increase of
26.32 percent.

The weekly SPI with the
base year 2015-16 =100
covers 17 urban centers and
51 essential items for all
expenditure groups.

The SPI for the lowest
consumption group up to
Rs 17,732, increased by
0.77 percent and went up to
285.27 points from last
week’s 283.10 points.

The SPI for consumption
groups from Rs 17,732-
22,888, Rs 22,889-29,517,
Rs 29,518-44,175 and
above Rs 44,175 increased
by 0.81 percent, 0.80 per-
cent, 0.87 and 1.06 percent
respectively.

During the week, out of
51 items, prices of 32
(62.75%) items increased,
05 (09.80%) items
decreased and 14 (27.45%)
items remained stable.

The items, which
recorded a decrease in
their average prices on a
week-on-week (WoW)
included chicken
(3.20%), cooking oil 5
liters (1.03%), vegetable
ghee 2.5 kg (0.47%), tea
packet (0.43%) and veg-
etable ghee 1 kg (0.14%).
The items that recorded
an increase in their aver-
age prices on a week-on-
week (wow) basis,
included tomatoes
(17.00%), pulse masoor
(10.87%), sugar (6.73%),
garlic (4.66%), gur
(3.62%), pulse moong
(3.55%), onions (3.43%)
and pulse gram (3.25%),
non-food items, diesel
(6.28%), LPG (5.19%)
and petrol (5.12%).

The commodities that

witnessed a decrease in
price on a year-on-year
(yoy) basis, included toma-
toes (34.77%), onions
(23.44%), and electricity
for q1 (21.96%).

On a Year-on-Year
(YoY) basis, the com-
modities which recorded
an increase in their aver-
age prices included wheat
flour (117.71%), gas
charges for q1 (108.38%),
sugar (107.36%), ciga-
rettes (100.16%), rice
basmati broken (90.66%),
tea packet (88.41%),
chilies powder (86.05%),
rice irri-6/9 (84.18%), gur
(72.83%), gents sponge
chappal (58.05%), gents
sandal (53.37%), salt
powdered (52.07%), pow-
dered milk (42.45%) and
bread (42.33%).

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speakers at a conference
held in Cairo, Egypt have
stressed for expanding
trade ties and boosting
cooperating in various sec-
tors between Pakistan and
Egypt. The Embassy of
Pakistan in Egypt, in col-
laboration with Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (RCCI), organized
the Pakistan-Egypt
Business Opportunities
Conference in Cairo, said a
press release received here
on Friday. 

The purpose of the con-
ference was to enhance
bilateral trade and invest-
ment ties between the two
countries. The conference
coincided with the ongoing
celebrations of 75th
Anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Pakistan and
Egypt. Minister for Public
Business Sector of Egypt
Engineer Mahmoud Esmat,
graced the occasion as
Chief Guest. Head of
Egyptian Commercial
Services, Yahya El-Wathik
Bellah Ahmed, high-rank-
ing government officials,

members of diplomatic
community, representatives
of Chambers of Commerce
of Egypt and a large num-
ber of Egyptian business-
men attended the event. 

The Chief Guest, in his
remarks, appreciated the
efforts of business communi-
ties of both countries in
strengthening economic ties.
In his statement, Yahya El-
Wathik Bellah highlighted the
mutual desire of the two sides
to boost cooperation in vari-
ous sectors including agricul-
ture, energy, housing, tourism,
textile and food etc. He also
stressed the need to create
new avenues for investments. 

Ambassador of Pakistan
to Egypt Sajid Bilal
thanked the Egyptian gov-
ernment and Chambers of
Commerce for extending
all possible support for
making the event a success.
He highlighted the efforts
of the Government of
Pakistan to attract foreign
investment especially from
the brotherly countries
through the formation of
Special Investment
Facilitation Council.

The Ambassador praised

the role of Pakistani and
Egyptian companies in pro-
moting bilateral commer-
cial relations. He highlight-
ed the ongoing mechanisms
and mutual efforts of the
two governments in realiz-
ing full potential of trade
and investment between
Pakistan and Egypt. 

President of RCCI Saqib
Rafiq Shahraiz Malik and
Group Leader of RCCI
Sohail Altaf briefed the audi-
ence on the role of RCCI
and private sector in enhanc-
ing Pakistan’s trade with
countries across the globe.
They noted that the presence
of more than 150 delegates
from various business sec-
tors of Pakistan in the con-
ference is an evidence of the
importance people of
Pakistan attach to Egypt. It
also reflects the priority
given to Africa by the gov-
ernment of Pakistan and the
outstanding prospects for
forging commercial linkages
with Egypt.

The companies from the
two sides signed seven
MoUs for mutual coopera-
tion in education, tourism,
and food sectors. 

HONG KONG (AFP/APP):
Stocks sank again Friday
after another report pointing
to a resilient US jobs mar-
ket added to the misery for
investors who fear the
Federal Reserve is not fin-
ished with its campaign of
monetary tightening.

The losses extended a
sell-off endured for most of
the week as various indica-
tors suggested the world's
top economy was in rude
health and the battle against
inflation was still far from
won, while Chinese data
showed continued weak-
ness. It followed a tough day
on Wall Street, which was
also hit by a sharp drop in
Apple fuelled by concerns
about China's decision to
ban government depart-
ments from using iPhones.

Traders are now gearing
up for policy decisions by
major central banks
towards the end of the
month, with the Federal
Reserve concluding a
much-anticipated meeting
on September 20.

Markets largely expect
data-driven US officials to

keep rates on hold at a two-
decade high, having seen
inflation come down in
response to more than a
year of hikes and signs of a
softening labour market.

However, the latest set
of strong readings -- includ-
ing on the services sector
and jobs -- and a surge in
oil prices have sparked
fears the Fed will announce
one more hike before the
end of the year or keep bor-
rowing costs elevated for
an extended period, risking
a recession. Those worries
were compounded
Thursday by news that jobs
claims came in below fore-
casts last week. "The high-
er-for-longer interest rate
narrative and the inevitable
lag effect of monetary poli-
cy create uncertainty
around the Federal
Reserve's ability to steer its
monetary policies precise-
ly," said Stephen Innes at
SPI Asset Management.

"As a result, the Fed's
choices in risk management
will play a significant role
in determining the econo-
my's ultimate trajectory.

"Inflation has spiked sig-
nificantly above its target
and could remain very
sticky as Saudi Arabia pur-
sues a balanced budget
through higher oil prices.
Therefore, it would be wise
for the Fed to tighten its
monetary policy more
instead of less, or at least
keep the screws tighter for
longer." Meanwhile, Fed
officials did little to soothe
nerves. New York Fed boss
John Williams noted infla-
tion was "moving in the
right direction" but more
hikes were not out of the
question, while Atlanta
head Raphael Bostic
warned there was "still
work to do".

Still, Chicago Fed chief
Austan Goolsbee told the
Marketplace radio pro-
gramme: "We are very rap-
idly approaching the time
when our argument is not
going to be about how high
should the rates go."

Markets across Asia
were in the red, while Hong
Kong was closed in the
morning owing to a strong
storm. The yen strength-

ened further against the
dollar, having hit a 10-
month low earlier in the
week on Fed rate bets.

It also got support from
Japanese Finance Minister
Shunichi Suzuki, who said
authorities were watching
forex markets with a high
sense of urgency and would
keep options open, with a
first intervention since
November still a possibility.
Oil dipped again after a rally
on the back of news that
Saudi Arabia and Russia had
extended an output cut to the
end of the year, with eco-
nomic uncertainty offsetting
supply worries.

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:
DOWN 0.9 percent at
32,681.31 (break)

Shanghai - Composite:
DOWN 0.4 percent at
3,109.74

Hong Kong - Hang Seng
Index: Closed for a storm

Dollar/yen: DOWN at
147.05 yen from 147.25
yen on Thursday

Euro/dollar: UP at
$1.0722 from $1.0701

Pound/dollar: UP at
$1.2500 from $1.2474

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) turned around to
bullish trend on Friday
and gained 256.25 points,
showing growth of 0.56
percent, closing at
46,013.49 points against
45,757.24 points the pre-
vious trading day. 

A total of 149,572,246
shares were traded during
the day as compared to

177,062,657 shares,
whereas the trading value
of shares was recorded at
Rs 5.551 billion against
Rs 7.581 billion on the
last trading day. 

As many as 312 compa-
nies transacted their
shares in the stock market;
166 of them recorded
gains and 115 sustained
losses, whereas the share
price of 31 companies
remained unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were TPL
Properties with
11,949,265  shares at Rs
12.72 per share;
WorldCall Telecom with
11,039,918 shares at Rs
1.17 per share and Bank
Al-Falah with 9,272,484
shares at Rs 40.82 per
share. 

Nestle Pakistan wit-
nessed a maximum
increase of Rs 100.00 per

share price, closing at Rs
7,100.00, whereas the run-
ner-up was Mehmood
Textile with Rs 43.13 rise
in its per share price to Rs
618.13. 

Rafhan Maize XD wit-
nessed a maximum
decrease of Rs 150.00 per
share closing at Rs
7,850.00; followed by
Indus Motor Company
with Rs 12.30 decline to
close at Rs 944.97.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari on Friday 

stressed that all political
parties should agree to sign
a Charter of Economy in
order to ensure long-term
business and economic poli-
cies that would help attract
local and foreign invest-
ment. Besides, it facilitated
the growth of trade and
industrial activities, boost
exports and revive the econ-
omy., he added.

He said this while
addressing a reception host-
ed in his honor by Sardar
Yasir Ilyas Khan, former
President ICCI and CEO
Centaurus Mall, Islamabad. 

The prominent business
leaders of the twin cities
including representatives of
various trade unions/ trade
associations like All
Pakistan Anjuman-e-
Tajiran, Anjuman-e-Tajran
Rawalpindi, Markazi
Anjuman-e-Tajran, and
members of business com-
munity were present on the
occasion. Ahsan
Bakhtawari urged the gov-
ernment to formulate a 10-
year economic policy that
would help the business
community and the
investors to make long-
term business and invest-
ment plans in Pakistan. 

He further urged that all
political parties should
present their economic

manifestoes to give a clear
direction to the business
community about the future
economic outlook of the
country. Former President
ICCI, Sardar Yasir Ilyas
Khan  stressed to include
prominent business figures
from the twin cities in the
Special Investment
Facilitation Council to rep-
resent the voice of the busi-
ness community in its deci-
sion-making process. 

Khalid Iqbal Malik
Group Leader ICCI urged
that all economic policies
should be formed in consul-
tation with the private sector
that would improve the con-
fidence of the business com-
munity and investors ulti-
mately leading to the better

revival of the economy.
President Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry, Saqib Rafique,
President Islamabad Women
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry, Rizwana Asif
Group Leader RCCI, Sohail
Altaf    President Federation
of Realtors Pakistan,  Sardar
Tahir Mehmood , Dr. Rashid
Ilyas Khan, Ch. Nadeem ud
Din and others also spoke
on the occasion.  

They urged the govern-
ment to take measures to to
stabilize the local currency,
bring down the dollar rate,
increase exports, reduce tar-
iffs, and improve the ease of
doing business in the coun-
try that would help revive
the economy.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senior Vice President
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) Faad Waheed here
on Friday praised the Asian
Productivity Organization's
(APO) role in Asia-
Pacific's development
while emphasising the need
to renew our commitment
to inclusive, innovation-led
productivity growth. 

He said while addressing
the closing ceremony of a
five-day training program
on “Assessor of the
Productivity Specialist
Certification Program”, and
welcomed international
delegates and expressed
gratitude to APO and the
National Productivity
Organization (NPO) for
addressing this crucial
topic. The National
Productivity Organization
(NPO), in collaboration
with the Asian Productivity
Organization (APO), in
Tokyo, Japan has organized
the training program.

Faad Waheed highlight-
ed the potential of working
together with APO to find
solutions to long-standing
productivity challenges in
Pakistan. The program
would help in promoting
the cause of producing
Certified Productivity
Professionals in Pakistan to
support and propagate the
agenda of creating a pro-
ductivity improvement cul-
ture in Pakistan.

He further said that to
meet the current productiv-
ity challenges of Pakistan
and to achieve sustainable
productivity and economic
growth, NPO Pakistan is
closely working with APO
Tokyo. Program Officer,
APO Japan  Zafarullah
Khan expressed his grati-
tude to the government of
Pakistan for their sincere
efforts to continue the
Productivity Movement.
He appreciated the efforts
of the APO Country
Director for his strong lead-
ership and support, and the

NPO head for his keen
interest. He also mentioned
the APO and NPO team for
their efforts for
Productivity enhancement
in the region. Zafarullah
apprised the participants
about the APO’s Journey of
success stories and major
achievements in the region.

Chief Executive Officer
NPO Muhammad Alamgir
Chaudhry thanked Senior
Vice President ICCI and
APO Program officer for
attending the program. 

He said that three other
APO member countries,
namely Malaysia, Vietnam,
and Mongolia, recently
attained accreditation 

for their Certification
bodies from APO, in align-
ment with the vision of
their respective country
leaders, with the assistance
of APO, Japan. The certifi-
cation body is a strategic
initiative which will con-
tribute to productivity ini-
tiatives in Pakistan. NPO is
facilitating to complement

and strengthen the
Ministry’s mandate through
its vision “Economically
Productive and Globally
Competitive Pakistan”. 

NPO is solely responsible
for Productivity and Quality
enhancement in Pakistan.
Recently, NPO Pakistan has
attained the status of
Certification Body (CB) of
the Asian Productivity
Organization Accreditation
Body (APO-AB) under the
scheme of “Certified
Productivity Specialists
(CPS)”. As an outcome of
this training, competent
assessors for APO-PS 101
are equipped with skills,
knowledge, and ability while
maintaining the highest stan-
dards in conducting assess-
ments; CBs’ capability is
developed; and networks
among assessors in member
economies are strengthened.
The training program was
attended by 17 overseas par-
ticipants representing 10
APO member countries,
alongside 5 local participants.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Cotton crop arrival in the
local markets has witnessed
about 49.37 percent growth
during the first week of cur-
rent month (September) as
compared the arrival of the
same month of last year.

By September 01, 2023
about 3.041 million cotton
bales were arrived in local
markets as compared the
arrival of 1.539 million
bales of same month of last
year, said an official in the
Ministry of National Food
Security and Research.

Talking to APP here on
Friday, he said that encour-
aging trend in local cotton
output was mainly attrib-
uted to the provision of cer-
tified quality seeds as well
as incentives introduced by
the government to ensure
proper and fair rate of
returns to growers across
the county.

The of crop arrival from

Sindh Province, he said
also grew by 57.84 percent
as the province harvested
over 1.901 million of cot-
ton bales as against the
arrival of 801,772 bales of
same period of last year.

Meanwhile, cotton crop
arrival from the Punjab
Province were recorded at
1.068 million bales as com-
pared the arrival of
703,993 bales of last year,
which posted an increase of
51.82 percent, he added.

The crop arrival from
Balochistan grew by 51.92
percent as province har-
vested 70,600 bales as
compared to 33,945 bales
of same period last year, he
said adding that during the
period under review,
168,726 cotton bales were
also exported , where as
2,615,271 purchased by the
textile sector, which was
49.35 percent higher then
the last year's purchase.

He said that the ministry
in collaboration with the
relevant stakeholders were
also organizing awareness
on field-secessions for crop
management and pest con-
trol to achieve higher out-
put. The Ministry of
National Food Security and
Research in collaboration
with Central Cotton
Research Institute Multan
organized pesticide man-
agement workshops for cot-
ton growers in order to
avoid their harmful impact
on human health and the
environment, he added.

Meanwhile, about 25
master trainers were also
trained for further dissemi-
nating training to growers
on innovative crop sowing
techniques, fertilizers and
pesticide management to
enhance the per-acre output
of cotton during the current
season, he added.

Over 100 farmers from

different crop-producing
areas were also trained on
the latest production tech-
nology, which was aiming
to attain higher per-acre cot-
ton output to enhance local
production of this major
cash crop of the country.
Besides, the government
was also working to ensure
the availability of certified
seeds for different crops
including cotton, wheat,
rice, maize and other major
and minor crops to enhance
crop output to achieve sus-
tainable agriculture growth
and social development in
the country.

In this regard, the track
and traceability of certified
seed was launched and the
traceability data revealed
that total cotton seed
requirements were estimat-
ed at 41,048 metric tons,
whereas seed availability
was registered at 25,986
metric tons.
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Weekly inflation up
by 0.96 percent

BAHAWALPUR: A vendor is selling carpets at a roadside stall.  

MULTAN: A lady vendor displaying handmade household items while waiting for customers near Ghanta
Ghar Chowk. 

Speakers for expanding trade
ties between Pakistan, Egypt

PSX turns around, 
gains 256 points

Shipping
Activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Six
ships namely, Big Breeze,
MSC Shay, Express
Athens, Navois Lapis,
Banglar Agrogoti and PVT
Elena carrying Container,
Palm oil and Chemicals,
berthed at Container
Terminal, Liquid Terminal
and Engro Terminal respec-
tively during last 24 hours.

Meanwhile three more
ships, PVTFlora, Acadia Park
and Limra with Palm oil,
Chemicals and LPG are also
arrived at outer anchorage of
the Port Qasim during the
same period. A total of 09
ships were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them three ships,
Express Athens, Navois Lapis
and Ullswater sailed out to sea
on Friday, while five more
ships, PVT Elena, TTC
Vidyut, Star Crimson, MSC
Shay and Big Breeze are
expected to sail on same day.
A cargo volume of 98,795
tonnes, comprising 73,941
tones imports Cargo and
24,854 tonnes export cargo,
including containerized cargo
carried in 2,123 Containers
(661 TEUs Imports and 1,462
TEUs export) was handled
during last 24 hours.

Asian markets extend losses as
US rate hike fears build

Cotton arrival grew by 49.37 %

APO’s role in driving inclusive, 
innovation-led productivity growth eulogized

Business leaders demand  charter of economy
to ensure long-term business policies
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BUENOS AIRES (AP):
Once again, and now as a
World Cup champion,
Lionel Messi came to
Argentina's rescue when
the team most needed him.

The 36-year-old captain
scored from a free kick in
the 78th minute to give
Argentina a 1-0 win against
Ecuador in the first round of
South American World Cup
qualifying on Thursday.

It was Messi's 104th goal
in 176 international appear-
ances, including his 29th in
World Cup qualifying. Those
29 goals equal the record of
Luis Suárez of Uruguay.

More than 83,000 fans at
the nearly full Monumental
de Nuñez Stadium were
getting jittery until Messi
scored, with their team hav-
ing hit the post and the bar
during the match, and offer-
ing Ecuador several
chances to counter.

Ecuador kept Argentina
at bay during most of the
match with a defensive line
of five players, led by
Moisés Caicedo, which put
Messi under wraps during
most of the clash in Buenos

Aires. But the decisive
moment of the star was
enough to beat the hard-
working Ecuadorians.

Goalkeeper Hernán
Galíndez did not move as
Messi's shot from the edge
of the box went to the back
of the net, near the left
post. Argentina coach
Lionel Scaloni, who com-
pleted five years in the job
on Thursday, surprised
fans with a different for-
mation from the one that
played and won the World
Cup final over France in
Qatar. He benched Ángel
Di María and started
Nicolás González.

Scaloni also used Lautaro
Martínez as his center for-
ward instead of Julián
Álvarez. Argentina's coach,
who is yet to lose a match in
South American qualifying,
brought Di María in during
the second half, but
Argentina continued strug-
gling to get clear chances.
“Every match needs 100%
from us in this qualifying,”
Messi said after the match.
“This was a tough match to
play, a very physical one.”

Earlier, Colombia beat
Venezuela 1-0 with a header
by Rafael Santos Borré in
the 46th minute. Paraguay
and Peru drew 0-0.

Argentina and Colombia
lead the standings with three
points. Paraguay and Peru
are next with one. Ecuador
has minus three points
because of a FIFA punish-
ment that caused a deduc-
tion in South American
qualifying for the falsifica-
tion of birth information of
defender Byron Castillo,
who is of Colombian origin.

The first round of South
American qualifying will
be completed on Friday
when Brazil hosts Bolivia
and Uruguay plays against
Chile. All 10 teams in the
region will play their sec-
ond round on Tuesday.

The 2026 edition of the
World Cup in the United
States, Mexico and Canada
is expanding to a 48-team
format. The leading six
positions in South America
will secure a direct spot.
The seventh-place team
will contest an interconti-
nental playoff for a berth.

MANILA (APP): Serbia
beat Canada 95-86 on
Friday to reach the final of
the Basketball World Cup
for the second time.

Bogdan Bogdanovic had
another standout perform-
ance for the Serbians in
Manila, scoring 23 points
and racking up three assists
and four rebounds.

Serbia will play either the
United States or Germany in
Sunday's final in the capital
of The Philippines. They
lost to the Americans in
their only previous final
appearance as an independ-

ent country in 2014.
Canada were appearing

in their first World Cup
semi-final. They struggled
to replicate the kind of per-
formances that had taken
them there, getting only 15
points from key player Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander.

Serbia led by eight
points at the end of the first
quarter and 13 at half-time.

Canada showed more
spark after the interval and
clamped down on
Bogdanovic, who scored
only eight points in the sec-
ond half. It was not enough

to overhaul Serbia, who got
16 points apiece from
Ognjen Dobric and Nikola
Milutinov.

RJ Barrett was Canada's
top scorer with 23 points,
followed by Dillon Brooks
on 16. Serbia were playing
without power forward
Borisa Simanic, who under-
went surgery to remove a
kidney after being hit by an
opposition player's elbow
earlier in the tournament.

Serbia's only loss in the
tournament so far was a 78-
76 defeat to Italy in the sec-
ond round.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
International Cricket Council
(ICC) has announced 20
match officials for the
League Round of the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup
(CWC) 2023 in India.

Sixteen umpires would
officiate the 13th edition of
the tournament, including
all 12 of the Emirates Elite
Panel of ICC Umpires and
four members of the ICC
Emerging Umpire Panel,
they are: Chris Brown,
Kumar Dharmasena, Marais
Erasmus, Chris Gaffaney,
Michael Gough, Adrian
Holdstock, Richard
Illingworth, Richard
Kettleborough, Nitin
Menon, Ahsan Raza, Paul
Reiffel, Sharfuddoula Ibne
Shaid, Rod Tucker, Alex
Wharf, Joel Wilson and Paul
Wilson, said a press release.

The experienced list
includes three of the four
umpires who were appoint-
ed for the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup 2019
final at Lord’s –
Dharmasena, Erasmus and
Tucker – with only Aleem

Dar missing, who stepped
down from the Elite Panel
in March of this year.

The Emirates ICC Elite
Panel of Match Referees is
represented at the event by
a quartet of former interna-
tional cricketers, namely,
Jeff Crowe, Andy Pycroft,
Richie Richardson and
Javagal Srinath.

Srinath will take charge
of the tournament opener
between the last event’s
finalists, England and New
Zealand on 5 October in
Ahmedabad. Menon and
Dharmasena will be the
standing umpires, with
Paul Wilson as TV umpire
and Saikat taking on fourth
umpire duties.

The officials have been
named for the entirety of the
League segment, with the
selections for the semi-finals
and final of the tournament
to be named in due course.

Wasim Khan, ICC
General Manager – Cricket,
said, “The ICC Elite panel
of umpires, referees, and
emerging group of umpires
involved will bring

immense skills, experience
and world-class standards
to this World Cup. We are
delighted with the group
that we have assembled for
this tournament”.

“Our competitive path-
way system continues to
see the development and
emergence of high-quality
match officials across the
game. We are pleased that
four members of the ICC
Emerging Umpire Panel
have earned the opportunity
to be part of this showcase
event and we wish them,
and all the other match offi-
cials involved all the very
best for the tournament.”

Sean Easey, ICC
Manager – Umpires and
Referees said, “This group
is the best from around the
world and will be ready to
perform a challenging job,
with the eyes of the global
cricketing community
focused on the event. We are
confident that they will do
an excellent job and wish
them all the best of luck for
what promises to be a World
Cup to remember.”

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Former Pakistan
speedster Shoaib Akhtar on
Thursday said the team's
current pace attack reminds
him of the era of the great
pair of Wasim Akram and
Waqar Younis.

Pakistan boast one of the
world's best fast-bowling
attacks in Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Naseem Shah and
Haris Rauf.

The trio has taken 23
wickets between them in
the first three matches of
the ongoing Asia Cup co-
hosted by Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, a precursor to next
month's one-day interna-
tional World Cup in India.

Left-arm pacer Shaheen
rattled the Indian top
order last week in a group
match that was abandoned
due to rain after just one
innings and remains a
threat ahead of a key
Super Four clash between
the arch-rivals on Sunday.

"These youngsters are
very, very talented and I am
happy that Pakistan is able
to produce such fast
bowlers over and over
again," Akhtar said in an
online chat organised by
Star Sports.

"This pace battery
reminds me of the old
days... reminds me of that
era of two Ws (Waqar and
Wasim). They are very con-
fident and have the mindset
of taking wickets."

Wasim and Waqar took
over 900 ODI wickets
between them, striking fear
into the hearts of opposing
batsmen with their light-
ning-fast reverse swing
deliveries. Shaheen leads
the charge with new-ball
partner Naseem, but it is
first-change Rauf who tops
the Asia Cup bowling chart
with nine wickets.

Pakistan thrashed
Bangladesh in the opening
match of the Super Fours in

Lahore on Wednesday with
Rauf returning 4-19 from
his six overs.

"I would say Shaheen
Shah Afridi is on top of his
career right now. Haris Rauf
has a wicket-taking mindset
like Shaheen," said Akhtar,
who later joined Pakistan's
pace attack alongside
Wasim and Waqar.

"I would just advise
Naseem to bowl more wick-
et-taking deliveries than be
a stock bowler. He seams
the ball more than Shaheen
and can penetrate more."
Pakistan has had a history
of producing great fast
bowlers including Fazal
Mahmood, Sarfraz Nawaz
and World Cup-winning
captain Imran Khan.

Akhtar said Pakistan
remain favourites to win
the Asia Cup and the World
Cup starting October 5 and
predicted Babar Azam's
team will topple India in
both tournaments.

NEW YORK (Agencies):
American teenager Coco
Gauff reached her first US
Open singles final by beat-
ing Karolina Muchova in a
semi-final disrupted by cli-
mate protesters.

Gauff, 19, wrapped up a
6-4 7-5 win over Muchova
and will face second seed
Aryna Sabalenka in
Saturday's final. Four pro-
testers chanting for the end
of fossil fuels had interrupt-
ed the Gauff-Muchova
match for 49 minutes.

One man glued his feet to
the floor on Arthur Ashe
Stadium with some chants of
"kick them out" towards the
protesters. Security escorted
three out but it took longer to
the remove the fourth. The
United States Tennis
Association said all four
were in New York Police
Department custody.

The drama was confined
to the tennis court in the
second semi-final where
Australian Open champion
Sabalenka dug deep to beat
Madison Keys 0-6 7-6 (7-
1) 7-6 (10-5) and prevent
an all-American show-
piece in New York.

It will be sixth seed
Gauff's second attempt to
win a Grand Slam singles
final after finishing runner-
up to Poland's Iga Swiatek
at the 2022 French Open.

Gauff could not convert a
match point when serving at
5-4, but broke Czech 10th
seed Muchova to seal victo-
ry after winning a 40-shot
rally to create the sixth

opportunity. Gauff raised
her fist after clinching the
win, signalling her defiance
and fight, as the home
crowd erupted. After letting
out another roar of celebra-
tion, she made a heart sign
to the fans as a thank you for
helping her get over the line.

Ultimately, the way
Gauff finally secured victo-
ry was testament to her own
resolve and a mental forti-
tude which she says has
developed over a successful
North American hard-court
season. "Some of those
points it was so loud, I don't
know if my ears will be OK.
Please be louder - this is
crazy," Gauff told the crowd
in her on-court interview. "I
grew up watching this tour-
nament, it feels so special.
But the job is not done."

Gauff within touching
distance of destiny

Ever since Gauff burst
on to the scene as a 15-year-
old phenomenon in 2019,
she has been heralded as a
future major champion.
Now she has earned another
opportunity to reach the
pinnacle of her sport while
still a teenager after a gutsy
win over Muchova at
Flushing Meadows. Gauff,
who turned 19 in March, is
the youngest American
woman to reach her home
Grand Slam final since
Serena Williams in 1999.

It comes after she has
enjoyed the best period of
her career on the North
American hard-court swing.
Winning her biggest singles

titles in Washington and
Cincinnati was the perfect
preparation for the US Open
and she has continued to
thrive in front of expectant
home crowds in New York.

Gauff made a fast start
against a tight-looking
Muchova, who was aiming to
reach her second major sin-
gles final after also being
beaten by Swiatek at the
French Open this year. Aslew
of mistakes from Muchova
contributed heavily to a 5-1
deficit and once she settled -
which enabled her to pose
questions of Gauff's forehand
- fought back to 5-4.

However, a poor service
game from the Czech gifted
the opening set to Gauff -
and the drama of the protest
came shortly afterwards.

The players were taken
off court after the first game
of the second set because
one of the protesters, who
were wearing Extinction
Rebellion T-shirts, glued
themselves to the floor.

"I just treated it like a rain
delay," Gauff told ESPN.
"The only thing which was
harder was that we had to
leave the court and didn't
know if it would be five min-
utes or an hour." After the pro-
testers were finally removed
by police, the players resumed
the match nearly 50 minutes
after the previous point.

The pair continued to
hold serve in the second set
until what had slowly devel-
oped into a gripping contest
suddenly burst further into
life. Gauff broke for 5-4 but,
like in the first set, could not
serve out and needed to
show all of her will to get
over the line. Sabalenka
unsure how she 'came
through' stressful semi-final

With most of the focus on
Gauff, Sabalenka had been
quietly and efficiently get-
ting on with business. The
25-year-old, who will
become the new world num-
ber one after the tourna-
ment, had not dropped a set
on her way to the last four
but had to find a different
way to win against Keys.

KARACHIl: Sune Luus and Marizanne Kapp added 183 runs for the fourth wicket, Pakistan vs
South Africa, 1st Women’s ODI.

Serbia beat Canada to
reach Basketball WC final

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): The much anticipat-
ed PAK vs IND clash of the
ongoing Asia Cup 2023
Super 4s will have a reserve
day, sources told.

According to the details,
the Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) has given a green
signal for a reserve day for
the high-octane clash PAK
vs IND clash, scheduled on
September 10.

Notably, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
echoed reservations about
the scheduling of the Asia
Cup 2023 Super 4s stage in
Colombo where heavy rain-
fall is forecast until the end
of the tournament.

Consequently, if PAK vs
IND clash gets washed out
on September 10 then the
action will resume on
September 11 from the
stage it was halted.

Furthermore, if the antic-

ipated clash gets postponed
to the reserve day then India
will have to play back-to-
back matches as they are
scheduled to take on Sri
Lanka on September 12.

The PAK vs IND clash is
the only Asia Cup 2023
Super 4s fixture to have a
reserve day.

Rain Threat Persists
Despite adding a reserve

day for the Super 4s clash
between Pakistan and
India, dark clouds still
loom over the rest of the
tournament as the Asia Cup
2023 final and all five
remaining Super 4s games
are in the capital, where
rain is forecast all week.

If all remaining Super 4s
fixtures get washed out,
Pakistan will qualify for the
final with four points as
they have already secured
two points by thumping
Bangladesh by seven wick-

ets on Wednesday.
However, Sri Lanka and

India will be tied on three
points each, along with the
same Net Run Rate and then
a coin toss will determine
which team will advance
into the final to join Pakistan.

Meanwhile, the
washouts will result in
Bangladesh crashing out of
the tournament as they will
end up with two points,
having already lost a game.

The two fierce rivals
came face to face in the
group stage of the ongoing
Asia Cup 2023 on
September 2 but the rain
played spoilsport after
Pakistan’s pace trio of
Shaheen Shah Afridi, Haris
Rauf and Naseem Shah
booked India on 266.

The second innings of the
blockbuster clash could not
be possible and the two sides
settled for a point each.

Pakistan-India Asia
Cup match in Colombo
gets ‘reserve day’ amid

washout scare

Pakistan’s pace 
attack reminds 

Akhtar of ‘old days’

ICC announce match
officials for

ICC Men’s CWC 2023

Neymar claims
Saudi league 

could top
Ligue 1 already
RIYADH (Agencies):
Saudi Arabia's football
league could already be
stronger than France's
Ligue 1, says Brazil cap-
tain Neymar.

The 31-year-old for-
ward moved to the Saudi
Pro League from Paris St-
Germain in August for
about £77.5m and add-ons.

Neymar joined Al-Hilal
in a transfer window that
saw Saudi clubs spend
more than £700m on over-
seas players.

"For the names that
went to Saudi Arabia, I
wouldn't be surprised if
the Saudi league is better
than the French," he said.

Saudi clubs' spending
this summer on interna-
tional transfers was sec-
ond only to the Premier
League, whose teams
spent just under £1.6bn on
overseas deals, according
to figures from football
governing body Fifa.

While Al-Ittihad were
unable to prise Mohamed
Salah away from
Liverpool, Salah's former
team-mates Jordan
Henderson, Roberto
Firmino and Fabinho were
among the Premier
League players to move to
Saudi Arabia.

Saudi clubs also lured
Neymar's PSG club-mate
Georginio Wijnaldum,
Real Madrid's Ballon d'Or
winner Karim Benzema
and Bayern Munich's
Sadio Mane.

Others to make the
switch to the Saudi Pro
League have included
Inter Milan's Champions
League final captain
Marcelo Brozovic,
Barcelona's Franck
Kessie, Celtic's Jota and
Lazio midfielder Sergej
Milinkovic-Savic.

There could have been
a new world-record trans-
fer too. PSG gave Al-Hilal
permission to talk to
Kylian Mbappe after mak-
ing a £259m bid, but the
forward opted to stay with
the French champions and
Neymar was sold instead.

Neymar helped PSG
win five Ligue 1 titles
although his time in Paris
was hampered by ankle
injuries after moving from
Barcelona for a record fee
of £200m in 2017.

Speaking at a news
conference while on
Brazilian international
duty, Neymar said: "I can
assure you the football in
Saudi Arabia is the same.
The ball is round, we have
goalposts.

"There's no secret. We
have intense practice
there, the thirst to win is
still big.

"I want to win trophies
with Al-Hilal. It doesn't
change much."

Several Premier
League managers have
criticised the Saudi dead-
line closing almost a week
after Europe's major
leagues.

Last week, Liverpool
boss Jurgen Klopp said
the Saudi Pro League
feels more like a threat
than not. Klopp feels there
is a need to "protect the
game and make sure
European leagues stay as
strong as they are".

Meanwhile Henderson,
who has been a vocal ally
of the LGBTQ+ communi-
ty, said he was "really
hurt" by criticism of his
transfer.

His move has been
questioned by some
LGBTQ+ campaigners, as
same-sex sexual activity
is illegal in Saudi Arabia.

Coco Gauff beats Karolina
Muchova, Aryna Sabalenka
edges past Madison Keys

Messi scores from a free kick to
give Argentina 1-0 win in South
American World Cup qualifying

County
cricket is still
‘important’:
Brathwaite

JAMAICA (Agencies):
Warwickshire's latest
recruit Kraigg Brathwaite
says county cricket is still
"important" and would
encourage any player to
come and play in England.

The West Indies Test
captain made his Bears
debut against Surrey last
Sunday, little over 12 hours
after flying in from the
Caribbean.

It is his fifth short stint
in county cricket and he
says all the spells have
been a key part of his
"learning".

"I have no Test cricket
until January so it came at a
good time," he said.

"But I would always
encourage our players to go
and play cricket any-
where," Brathwaite told
BBC Radio WM. "It is all
part of the learning.

"Guys can play in the
Championship and go
though all the different
processes - failure, success.
That's how you learn.

"Playing against Surrey
and other good county
teams is important to get in
that frame. County cricket,
any four-day cricket, it
gives you the balance.

"Franchises are good
because it enables the guys
to make a living.

"But, for the guys who
aren't in the franchises, it's
important you get any
cricket you can. And any
cricket in England is
always challenging.

"You always learn play-
ing any game and [it's]
always good playing first-
class cricket."

Although they have five
T20s and three one-day
internationals against
England in December, West
Indies do not play another
Test again until January,
when they face Australia at
Adelaide and Brisbane
before switching back to
white-ball action for three
more T20s and three ODIs.

"We've not got a great
lot of Test cricket," said
Brathwaite. "We don't have
another Test until we play
Australia.

"They're the number one
in the world so we've got to
be ready."

Fifth time in county
cricket

Warwickshire are the
fifth side Brathwaite has
played for in the County
Championship.

He had two games with
Yorkshire in September
2017, four for
Nottinghamshire in August
and September 2018, three
for Glamorgan in
September 2019 and six
games for Gloucestershire
in April and May 2021.

Such was his enthusiasm
to return to England, he
even gave up the chance of
playing cricket back home
in the Caribbean.

"I had a tour to be on for
Barbados - a select team to
Bermuda," he said.

"I had to cancel that
which was a shame as I had
a young team I was looking
forward to leading."

It meant a hurried arrival
- and a less than happy out-
come.

After Warwickshire won
the toss and put Surrey into
bat, Brathwaite spent the
first day fielding as the
reigning champions piled
up nearly 400 runs.

He then had little over
an hour's batting out in the
middle over the next two
days, as he made scores of
16 and 9 in the Bears' sec-
ond successive defeat - and
their biggest of the season,
by an innings and 97 runs.

Now he will have had to
knuckle down for a bit of
net practice to prepare for
the Bears' final three
games against two of the
bottom three clubs -
Northamptonshire at
home, starting on Sunday,
Middlesex at Lord's and
the final home game
against Somerset.

Warwickshire should be
safe from relegation, 49
points clear of danger, but
they are hopelessly out of
form after three successive
batting collapses, are injury-
hit and will be missing Sam
Hain for the last two match-
es following his call-up by
England for ODI duty.

But Brathwaite will be
ready. And prepared. He is
also not using last week's
rushed start to his Bears
career as an excuse.

"I arrived only on
Saturday evening," he said.
"But I was in a good space,
I'd had some rest. It's not
like it's something I'm not
used to, given all the travel-
ling we do in cricket.

"For me, I keep it sim-
ple. I'm all about routines
and sticking to that. That
does not change for me
here in county cricket.
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Three bike
lifters arrested
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police have arrested three
bike lifters members of
‘Usama’ gang besides
recovering seven stolen
motorcycles and other
items from their posses-
sion. According to a
police spokesman, a team
under the supervision of
SHO, Taxila Police
Station managed to net
three bike lifters namely
Usama, ringleader, Haris
and Imran and recovered
seven stolen motorcycles
and other items from
their possession. A case
has been registered
against the accused while
further investigation is
u n d e r w a y .
Superintendent of Police,
Potohar, Muhammad
Waqas Khan said the
accomplices and facilita-
tors of the accused would
also be sent behind bars.
He said that the opera-
tions against the law-
breakers would be accel-
erated further.

7 held, 123 kg
drugs recovered
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
five operations across the
country, managed to
arrest seven accused and
recovered 123 kg of
drugs from their posses-
sion. According to an
ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Friday, in two operations
near Motorway Toll
Plaza Islamabad, ANF
special force have recov-
ered 70.8 kg charras and
14.4 kg opium from
secret cavities of two
vehicles. Four accused
residents of Attock were
netted during the opera-
tions. In the third opera-
tion near Car Chowk
Rawalpindi, 1 kg charras
was recovered from the
possession of an accused,
a resident of Khyber. In
the fourth operation on
the National Highway
near Hyderabad, 30 kg
charras were recovered
and ANF arrested a drug
smuggler, a resident of
Quetta. The spokesman
informed that in the fifth
operation, 7.2 kg charras
were recovered from the
possession of an accused,
a resident of Khyber,
arrested from the
Hayatabad area in
Peshawar. "Separate
cases have been regis-
tered against the accused
while further investiga-
tions are under process,"
he added.

Sadiqabad police
arrest two robbers
RAWALPINDI (INP): In
an operation against
criminal elements,
Rawalpindi Police have
busted a gang and arrest-
ed two robbers and street
criminals besides recov-
ering Rs 520,000 cash, a
motorcycle, and other
items from their posses-
sion. According to a
police spokesman,
Sadiqabad Police arrest-
ed two accused namely
Hamdan and Aqib
Rasheed, who were
allegedly involved in
various robberies, and
street crime cases. He
informed that the police
team constituted under
the supervision of SHO
Sadiqabad Police Station
on the directives of SP
Rawal, Faisal Saleem
conducted a raid and
managed to net the crim-
inals who were record
holders. Earlier, two
other members of the
group were also sent
behind bars and police
recovered Rs 400,000
and two pistols from
their possession.

13 drug peddlers,
bootleggers arrested
RAWALPINDI (INP):
Rawalpindi police in an
action against suspected
drug peddlers, bootleg-
gers and other law-
breakers here on Friday
arrested 13 accused
besides recovering 1620
grams heroin, over eight
kg charras, 30 bottles of
liquor, a pistol and other
items from their posses-
sion. According to a
police spokesperson,
during the crackdown
launched against drug
peddlers and bootleg-
gers, Rawalpindi district
police arrested 246
accused and recovered
over 200 kg charras,
788 liters liquor, 470
grams heroin and 50
grams Ice drug during
the last two weeks.
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ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal Caretaker
Minister for Communications, Railways,
and Maritime Affairs Shahid Ashraf Tarar
was called on by US Ambassador Donald
Blome here on Friday and issues of bilat-
eral interests came under discussion.

Speaking to the envoy, Shahid Ashraf
Tarar said that US-Pakistan bilateral rela-
tions go back a long way and this relation-
ship has evolved from security to other fields
such as trade and investment, science and
technology, Climate Change and sustainable
development, health and education. He
expressed his profound desire to deepen the
relations based on development cooperation.
Moreover, he affirmed that Pakistan has
been benefitting from General Electric
Locomotives provided by the US to Pakistan
Railways, and based on its vitality, another
order has been placed recently. 

Similarly, he mentioned Tarbela and
Mangla Dams as symbols of Pakistan-US
cooperation. The Ambassador said that the

focus has shifted from Pakistan’s border-
ing and tribal areas to flood-affected areas
of Northern Sindh and South Punjab.
Furthermore, possibilities are being
explored for provision of clean drinking
water and rehabilitation of damaged infra-
structure in these areas. 

Shahid Ashraf Tarar further stated that
Karachi-Peshawar Railway line has been
affected by floods at certain vulnerable
points and US can cooperate with Pakistan
Railways to reclaim these vulnerable
tracks and secure them from future floods.
He further apprised that Pakistan has
entered into successful international agree-
ments in Gwadar and is further attracting
foreign investments from global partners. 

The US Ambassador Donald Blome
expressed that Pakistan has an excellent
opportunity to attract foreign invest-
ments in the wake of diversification of
industries and businesses into South-
Asian economies. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development has increased the
minimum pension from Rs 8,500 to
Rs10,000 per month for the retired senior
citizens to facilitate them in the prevail-
ing economic crisis. The ministry had
made the directions on Friday in exercise
of the powers conferred by Sub-Section
(a) of Section-2 of the Employees Old
Age Benefits Act, 1976, increased the
minimum pension from Rs 8,500 per
month to Rs10,000 per month along with
17 percent increase in formula pension to
the existing pensioners that would be in
effect from July 1.

The Ministry had issued instructions
to implement the order to process the
increase in the rate of the existing pen-
sioners and the pending pension.

All pensioners drawing minimum pen-
sion of Rs 8500 would be allowed mini-
mum pension Rs 10,000, with effect from
July, 2023. Moreover, the pensioners
drawing formula pension as on June 30
would be allowed 17 percent in their

existing rate of pension with effect from
July, 2023. It also underlined that the 17
percent increase in rate would be applied
only on pensioners awarded pension till
June 30, 2023.

The formula pension awarded with
effect from July, 2023 would not be
allowed increase in rate of pension.
However, such pensioners would be
allowed formula pension as per schedule.
It also underlined that the pension
allowed from July, 23 would be treated
as normal with regards to minimum pen-
sion of Rs. 10,000 and formula pension
17 percent increase in rate would be
applied only to pensioners who were
awarded pension till 2023. The pension-
ers drawing reduced pension would be
allowed pension reduced by one half per
cent for each completed month by which
age falls short of 60 years (55 years in
case of woman) for minimum pension
i.e. Rs.10,000. All reduced formula pen-
sions settled on June 30, 2023 would be
allowed 17 percent increase in their
existing rate of pension, it added.

Tarar, US Envoy
discuss issues of

bilateral interests

Motorway
Police recovers

stolen car 
from Swabi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Highways and
Motorway Police
(NH&MP) on Friday
recovered a car stolen
from Rawalpindi near
Swabi.

According to the
details, a white Corolla
was stolen from
Rawalpindi Area Police
Station Saddar and the
information was given to
the Motorway Police
which started the 
search for it. 

Meanwhile, a vehicle
was found abandoned
near Karnel Sher Khan
Interchange on Peshawar-
Islamabad Motorway.
After investigation, it was
found that it was the same
vehicle that was stolen
from Rawalpindi and a
fake number plate was
installed on the vehicle.
The vehicle was taken
into possession and the
search for the accused was
started. After completing
the initial legal action, the
vehicle was handed over
to local police for further
legal action.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A comprehen-
sive plan has been developed by the
National Heritage & Culture Division
(NH&CD) to revive the cultural and
literary heritage of the nation. The
revival plan was presented during a
meeting at the Division, with Caretaker
Federal Minister for National Heritage
and Culture Jamal Shah presiding. The
revitalization plan was introduced dur-
ing a meeting at the Division, with
Caretaker Federal Minister for
National Heritage and Culture Jamal
Shah leading the discussion.

During the meeting, a thorough dis-
cussion took place regarding several ini-
tiatives in line with the vision of the
Federal Minister for National Heritage
and Culture. Additionally, the meeting
delved into the details of an upcoming
three-day national-level conference
focused on cultural education and litera-
ture, with an emphasis on Pakistani chil-
dren and youth. This conference is sched-
uled to be organized in the near future.

The minister instructed all depart-
ments to work together in developing
an annual calendar encompassing
youth-oriented leadership programs
and cultural events. These events
would include artist camps, youth fes-
tivals, talent hunts, film festivals,
music concerts, exhibitions, youth
leadership conferences, and theatrical

performances, among various other art
forms. The goal is to coordinate efforts
across departments to maximize their
impact on the youth. Federal Minister
Jamal Shah explained that as part of
the revival plan, mentorship programs
will be set up to connect young indi-
viduals with experienced artists and
mentors, with the aim of preserving
and promoting our cultural heritage.

He also mentioned the initiation of
calligraphy courses in Madaris,
designed to instill artistic appreciation in
the minds of young Madaris students.
Furthermore, the minister highlighted
the establishment of youth volunteer
groups and forums, which will actively
collaborate with relevant departments
and nurture their potential future leader-
ship roles in advancing inclusivity.

He mentioned that a talent hunt
show will be launched in partnership
with PTV and PBC. Additionally, the
minister expressed the intention to
present excellence awards and prizes
to the youth. Furthermore, he put
forward the idea of creating a her-
itage channel to actively promote
our cultural and literary heritage.
The meeting also addressed the revi-
talization of cultural infrastructure
within the Islamabad Capital
Territory. The goal is to transform
these facilities into vibrant hubs of

activity, thereby generating employ-
ment opportunities for artists across
various domains. This initiative
serves as a model, with the aim of
encouraging provinces to adopt sim-
ilar approaches.

Additionally, the minister shared
plans for his Division to collaborate
with the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, PNCA, and PBC in
establishing a National Music
Academy. The meeting also explored
the development of listed archaeolog-
ical sites as a means to attract foreign
investment. The objective is to
unlock the full potential of these cul-
tural resources, utilizing them as
instruments of national integration,
peace, and prosperity for the country.
The meeting was attended by a com-
prehensive representation, including
Joint Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries,
and Heads of various affiliated
departments such as the Pakistan
Academy of Letters, National
Language Promotion Department,
Quaid-i-Azam Academy, Pakistan
National Council of the Arts, Lok
Virsa, Iqbal Academy Pakistan,
National Library of Pakistan, Quaid
Mazar Management Board, Urdu
Dictionary Board, National Academy
of Performing Arts, and National
Library of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Federal
Minister for Education and Professional
Training Madad Ali Sindhi on Friday
lauded the efforts and services of Allama
Iqbal Open University (AIOU) for com-
bating illiteracy.

Addressing a seminar organized by
AIOU on International Literacy Day here,
the minister said that he is well-informed
about the educational services provided by
AIOU and expressed his satisfaction with
the university's nationwide services. 

He extended his congratulations to the
university's Vice Chancellor, Prof. Dr
Nasir Mahmood for organizing a seminar
on World Literacy Day. 

AIOU Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr Nasir
Mahmood said there are three crore chil-
dren in Pakistan who are not enrolled in

schools, even after 76 years of independ-
ence. This is a matter of great concern
and requires a long-term plan to address,
he added. 

He emphasized the significance of
accurately measuring literacy. He further
stressed the need to revise its definition to
cater to the needs of individuals. 

The VC highlighted the importance of
transitioning towards digital literacy and
its potential to bring about positive
change. Dean, Faculty of Sciences, Prof.
Dr. Irshad Ahmed Arshad and the Director
General, National Commission for Human
Development (NCHD) Mirza Nasiruddin
Mashhood Ahmed also addressed the
opening session of the seminar. The semi-
nar was organized by AIOU in collabora-
tion with NCHD and JICA.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Izzy Chan – a US-
based film maker stressed the need to
highlight the positive image of Pakistan
through a showcase of its rich cultural her-
itage and beauty as she recently visited
Gilgit Baltistan (GB) and Islamabad to
train youth in documentary making.

Izzy Chan is a storyteller and award-
winning documentary maker who is
deeply curious about cultural and social
trends poised to change life. Her award-
winning documentary feature on the rise
of breadwinner moms and at-home dads,
“The Big Flip—Stories from the Modern
Home Front” (2016), premiered at the
Austin Film Festival and Hot Springs
Documentary Film Festival and was fea-
tured in the 2017-2019 American Film
Showcase. As a film envoy, Izzy has trav-
eled to Egypt, China, and Ukraine to con-
duct workshops on storytelling and strate-
gy. Talking to APP in an interview, she
said that during her recent visit to GB, she
trained over 50 young aspiring filmmakers
through her methods of production, idea
conception, and theme development. 

“Pakistani youth has amazing talent and
they can excel in the field of filmmaking if
their ideas are explored and provided
proper platforms. They can use the film-
making field to bring positive change as
well as project a soft image of the country
through highlighting the positive aspects
of their society which are not shown in
international media,” she maintained.

Praising the beauty of nature and
vibrancy of the rich cultural heritage of
Pakistan, especially the North side, she
said,  "There is huge potential for tourism

in Pakistan, and nature lovers and tourists
from across the world must come to see
these stunning glimpses of nature, local
communities and hospitality of Pakistani
people and show the world this true face of
the country which is not shown unfortu-
nately." "There is so much beauty and
diversity in the GB region alongside
women empowerment and a stable hospi-
tality industry," she said.

"As a cultural Envoy of American
Film Showcase, which is a cultural and
art exchange program, I met with young
and energetic Pakistani students, the pur-
pose of this art exchange program is to
share our knowledge and documentary
film-making skills with students and in
return, I learned from their inspiring sto-
ries,” she added. She said, "Local com-
munities in Pakistan are very welcoming,
hospitable, and open-minded to visitors
of other communities which can bring
more tourists from the world to this
region to enjoy unique landscapes that
are worth visiting to get a lifetime expe-
rience. These local communities are
keeping alive their local art and crafts
and working to make them more sustain-
able for coming generations."

She also assured her full support to the
young filmmakers and her students in
Pakistan for making films on their creative
ideas and highlighting the positive image
of the country. Izzy’s creative process inte-
grates her cross-cultural background,
experience across diverse industries, and
her passion for filmmaking and story-
telling as tools for instigating understand-
ing, action, and change.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad Irfan Nawaz
Memon on Friday
ordered a crackdown on
dengue breeding sites to
prevent the spread of
dengue here.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner East Usman
Ashraf and Dr. Sania
Hamid visited different
areas of the city along with
anti-dengue teams.

ICT Spokesperson Dr
Abdullah Tabasim said that
the teams destroyed dengue

larvae from different places
and arrested two persons
for negligence and provid-
ing a favourable environ-
ment for dengue and also
warned the management of
PHA I-11 flats. 

Additional Deputy
Commissioner East Usman
Ashraf said that the same
location will be reviewed
again after three days and
strict action will be taken
against those who do not
follow the instructions
related to dengue.

He urged the citizens to

cooperate with the anti-
dengue teams and ensure
that their surroundings are
clean and free of mosquito
breeding sites.

The Deputy
Commissioner has urged
the citizens to take preven-
tive measures against
dengue, such as using mos-
quito nets, wearing long
sleeves, and getting rid of
stagnant water.

He has also asked the
citizens to report any
dengue-related negligence
to the authorities.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Medical
Council right after assuming the charge
& in very short span of time  started
working dedicatedly for doctors, stu-
dents and relevant stakeholders and took
all necessary steps to resolve their gen-
uine and relevant issues.

Under the umbrella of the President,
PM&DC the licensing Department for
the last nine months issued more than
41004 renewals,13208 provisional regis-
trations to new graduates and 13888 full
registrations to doctors who completed
their house jobs successfully.

Almost 9440 good standing certifi-
cates were issued to doctors who intend-
ed to proceed to work abroad. PM&DC
has issued 2806 registrations to doctors
with additional postgraduate qualifica-
tions. 197  deleted postgraduate qualifi-
cations have also been readded in the
registration certifi197 deleteddent
PM&DC Prof.Dr.Riwan said that the
department's priority is to facilitate doc-
tors, students and other stakeholders in
the larger interest of Pakistan. He also
added negligence of any sort will not be
tolerated. He added that all doctors are
advised in their own interest to revalidate
their registration certificates in time.

DC orders crackdown
on dengue breeding sites

National Heritage & Culture
Division plans to revive 

cultural, literary heritage

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture Jamal Shah chairing a
meeting regarding revival plan of cultural and literary heritage. 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Secretary Health Iftikhar Ali Shallwani chaired high level meeting regarding
Global Health Security Summit. 

274994 doctors 
registered with PM&DC

Madad Ali lauds AIOU efforts
for combating illiteracy

US based film maker for
highlighting Pakistan’s

image through rich culture

Overseas Ministry
increases minimum 

pension to Rs 10,000



5 medical centers have licenses

KHOST (TOLOnews): Officials of the
Ministry of Public Health said that only
five of Khost's more than 700 hospitals,
treatment centers, laboratories, and
pharmacies had licenses, following the
release of TOLOnews' story on the oper-
ations of unlicensed clinics. According to
a team from the health ministry that visited
Khost province, if these medical centers do
not get licenses within a month, they will
be shut down.

Traffic accident kills 2, injures 10

KABUL (Agencies): According to a
provincial official, at least two people have
died, and ten others were injured in a traf-
fic accident on Friday afternoon in
Laghman province, east Afghanistan. The
incident occurred on the Kabul-Nangarhar
highway due to the driver’s reckless driv-
ing as the vehicle veered off the road and
overturned. According to the officials, the
injured people were taken to the local hos-
pital for medical treatment. 

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

SAFAR 22, 1445 — Saturday, September 09, 2023

The Frontier Post

KABUL (TOLOnews): The deputy
Minister of Transportation and
Civil Aviation (MTCA) said efforts
are underway to standardize
Afghanistan's aviation system to
meet international standards. An
event marking the 20th anniversary
of Kam Air Airlines in Afghanistan
was held in Kabul with the partici-
pation of UN special envoy for
Afghanistan Roza Otunbayeva and
representatives of other diplomatic
missions, as well as Islamic
Emirate officials on Thursday.

“The Ministry of Transport and
Civil Aviation continues its efforts
to work directly with not only Kam
Air but also Ariana Afghan
Airlines, so that the standards can
grow,” said Ghulam Jailani Wafa,
deputy ninister of Transportation
and Civil Aviation.

The deputy foreign minister,
Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai,
said that the ground for develop-
ment of the private sector has been
paved. 

“I congratulate the 20-year
anniversary of Kam Air. May God
bless them, and may they take fur-
ther positive steps in the aviation
sector. We are happy that they are
performing their duty in a disci-
plined way,” he said.

The CEO of Kam Air Airlines,
Jahid Azimi, said that the airline
will start flights between Khost
province and China whenever the
conditions are ready for it.

“Whenever the conditions at the
Khost airport are prepared, we will
send our delegation, if the condi-
tions are ready for it, we will start
flights between China and Khost,”

he said.
Karm Air Airlines was estab-

lished in Afghanistan in 2023. The
airline was active in many
provinces and regional countries.

However, after the Islamic
Emirate came to power, it had only
flights in Herat and Balkh
provinces and to a limited number
of countries.  

The United Nations
Coordination Office
(OCHA) recently published
a report indicating that one
million women and girls in
Afghanistan have been
deprived of humanitarian
assistance. Qudsia, a
woman renting in Kabul,
said, “We received help
several times almost two
years ago, but since then,
we have not received any
assistance.”

OCHA’s report, released
on September 4th, high-
lights that one million
women and 700,000 chil-
dren have been deprived of
humanitarian aid in 2023
due to funding shortages.

Meanwhile, some
women in Afghanistan, left
empty-handed, describe the
unequal distribution of
humanitarian aid and claim
they have not received any
help for over a year.

Several of these women,
speaking with Khaama
Press News Agency, reveal
they are facing significant
economic hardships and
have not received any assis-
tance for over a year.

Qudsia, a Kabul resi-
dent, added, “We received
help several times almost
two years ago, but since
then, we have not received
any assistance.”

She has five children,
and her husband is unem-
ployed. Two of their chil-
dren are also ill, and she
cannot afford their treat-
ment. She emphasizes the
unfair distribution of aid in
Afghanistan and urges
humanitarian organizations
to address the needs of the
Afghan people.

However, a United
Nations investigation
shows that after the
Taliban’s ban on women
working, 86% of domestic
and international NGO
activities have been halted
or severely reduced.

The United Nations
Women’s Division had pre-
viously announced that out
of 151 active NGOs in
Afghanistan, 86% of organ-
izations managed by
women or focused on pro-
viding services to women
had suspended or greatly
limited their activities in
response to the Taliban’s
decision to prohibit women
from working in non-gov-
ernmental organizations.

Sahar is a mother of five
and lives in the Kishima
district of Badakhshan
province. She told Khaama
Press News Agency that her
husband is addicted, and
she is the sole provider for
her family.

According to Sahar, she
used to receive food aid
from relief organizations
like the World Food
Program, but recently, she
has not received any assis-
tance. This lack of assis-
tance comes when she
knows her family’s liveli-
hood depends on it.

After the ban on women
working in non-govern-
mental organizations, the
United Nations named the
Taliban’s action unjust.
They emphasized that this
restriction is hitting the
women who rely on assis-
tance the hardest, especial-
ly in remote areas.

Riza Gul is another
needy woman who sells
items on the streets of
Kabul and relies on human-
itarian aid. She says that
she has not received any
assistance in the past year.
She also complains about
the distribution process and
finds it opaque.

Riza Gul says,
“Sometimes aid comes to
our area, but we have no
intermediary to help us.”

The increase in people’s
needs and the unemploy-
ment of all women in
Afghanistan are direct con-
sequences of the Taliban’s
rule. Women’s rights
activists believe that the
interim administration’s

efforts to exclude women
from the workforce and
intentionally remove them
from social spheres have
increased women’s depend-
ency on humanitarian aid.

Maryam Sediqi, a jour-
nalist and women’s rights
activist said to Khaama
Press News Agency,
“Women have been
removed from all sectors,
and a significant portion of
them are the breadwinners
of their families. They are
not allowed to work, which
increases their reliance on
humanitarian aid.”

According to her, the
activities of relief organiza-
tions, even with male staff
only, are another factor that
deprives needy women of
humanitarian assistance:
“After September 2022,
these relief organizations
continue their activities with
male personnel, which means
the needs that were previous-
ly identified by female staff
in these organizations have
been paralyzed.” The woman
renting in Kabul said, “We
received help several times
almost two years ago, but
since then, we have not
received any assistance.”

OCHA’s report, released
on September 4th, high-
lights that one million
women and 700,000 chil-
dren have been deprived of
humanitarian aid in 2023
due to funding shortages.

Meanwhile, some
women in Afghanistan, left
empty-handed, describe the
unequal distribution of
humanitarian aid and claim
they have not received any

help for over a year.
Several of these women,

speaking with Khaama
Press News Agency, reveal
they are facing significant
economic hardships and
have not received any assis-
tance for over a year.

Qudsia, a Kabul resi-
dent, added, “We received
help several times almost
two years ago, but since
then, we have not received
any assistance.”

She has five children,
and her husband is unem-
ployed. Two of their chil-
dren are also ill, and she
cannot afford their treat-
ment. She emphasizes the
unfair distribution of aid in
Afghanistan and urges
humanitarian organizations
to address the needs of the
Afghan people.

However, a United
Nations investigation
shows that after the
Taliban’s ban on women
working, 86% of domestic
and international NGO
activities have been halted
or severely reduced. The
United Nations Women’s
Division had previously
announced that out of 151
active NGOs in
Afghanistan, 86% of organ-
izations managed by women
or focused on providing
services to women had sus-
pended or greatly limited
their activities in response to
the Taliban’s decision to
prohibit women from work-
ing in non-governmental
organizations. Sahar is a
mother of five and lives in
the Kishima district of
Badakhshan province. 

KABUL (TOLOnews):
International Literacy Day
comes as it has been near-
ly 720 days that girls
above the sixth grade in
Afghanistan have been
denied access to educa-
tion. Some female stu-
dents who were deprived
of education asked the cur-
rent government to open
schools and universities
for girls. “Today is
International Literacy
Day, and it has been two

years that girls could not
continue their education,”
said Mehria, a student
from Mazar-e-Sharif.

“We ask the Islamic
Emirate to reopen schools
for girls and give us our
rights,” said Zarmina, a
student from Jawzjan.

“Once again we ask the
Islamic Emirate to lift
restrictions on education
of girls so that we can con-
tinue our education,” said
Maryam Sadat, a student

from Bamiyan.
Meanwhile, some reli-

gious clerics and citizens
said that providing the
opportunity of education
to girls is for the benefit of
the country.

“The current rulers
should provide the oppor-
tunity of going to universi-
ty to the women of
Afghanistan,” said Faiazi,
a religious cleric.

“As a father, I ask the
government to provide

the opportunity of educa-
tion to the girls of this
country,” said
Rahimullah, a resident of
Mazar-e-Sharif.

The Islamic Emirate
hasn't commented on this
recently, but it has consis-
tently stated that efforts
are being made to reopen
the country's schools and
universities for girls and
that the ban on women
and girls' education is not
permanent.

On World Literacy Day, girls
call for reopening of schools

Afghan women decry unequal
humanitarian aid distribution

over year-long gap

KABUL (Agenices):
Retired U.S. General Frank
McKenzie has attributed
the delay in withdrawing
troops from Afghanistan to
what he perceives as
“American arrogance.”

During an interview with
Fox News, General Frank
McKenzie, the head of
United States Central
Command during the with-
drawal from Afghanistan,
expressed regret over the
U.S. decision to remain in
Afghanistan until the very
end. He highlighted that
this choice had sometimes
led and did lead the country
into an “extremist situa-
tion.” “I think it is a case of
American exceptionalism
or American arrogance,
depending on your perspec-
tive, to believe that you can
actually withdraw, beaten
from the field of battle, and
still maintain a large politi-
cal platform in the country
you are retreating from,”
McKenzie said.

“I go back to the basic
decision to wait so very

late to begin to bring peo-
ple out — after we had
already given away
Bagram Airfield, after we
had already drawn down to
a shallow footprint in the
country,” he continued. “I
think those decisions led to
the scenes at the airport in

Kabul.” A tragic blast at
the Kabul airport during
the evacuation resulted in
the deaths of thirteen U.S.
soldiers and at least 170
Afghan citizens. This inci-
dent marked the third
deadliest event during the
U.S.’s two-decade pres-

ence in Afghanistan.
General McKenzie
expressed that he does not
regret reaching a deal with
the Taliban.

“And I feel had we not
done so, our casualties
would have been signifi-
cantly higher,” he added.

KABUL (Agencies): The
head of the Afghan
Business Council in the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) said that the
ground is paved for eco-
nomic activities and
investment in Afghanistan
and businessmen should
return to the country.

Obaidullah Sadrakhil
added that compared to the
past four decades, there are
better investment opportu-
nities currently in
Afghanistan.

He said, Afghans have

invested 12 billion dollars
in the UAE.

“There is now an oppor-
tunity for investment in
Afghanistan. I hope that
Afghan investors return and
invest in Afghanistan, they
should take part in the
country’s rebuilding and
make more investments,”
Sadrakhel said.

Meanwhile, officials of
the Chamber of Industries
and Mines also said that
investment opportunities
in Afghanistan are better
than ever. According to

the chamber’s officials,
corruption has ended,
security prevails and the
government supports the
private sector.

“We are ready to invest
in the country and expand
it. Now there should be
more focus on attracting
foreign investment in
extracting minerals,” Sher
Baz Kaminzadeh, head of
the Chamber of Industries
and Mines, said.

Officials of the Ministry
of Industry and Trade said
that in order to attract

investment in the country,
they have provided all the
facilities for domestic and
foreign investors and are
ready for more cooperation
in this field. 

“We have taken all
measures to expand invest-
ment and economic activi-
ties, and this process will
expand further. We are
committed to supporting
the private sector,”
Abdulsalam Jawad
Akhundzada, the spokesman
of the Ministry of Industry
and Commerce, said.

Human Rights Watch
has urged the International
Criminal Court to investi-
gate the sexual abuse and
harassment of women and
girls in Afghanistan as a
“crime against humanity.”

The organization
alleges that the current
regime authorities are
“committing sexual
harassment and persecu-
tion against women and
girls,” constituting
“crimes against humani-
ty.” Human Rights Watch
released a report on Friday
highlighting this issue.

The organization said
that the Taliban authorities
have implemented “laws
and policies since regain-

ing control of Afghanistan
that intend to deprive
women and girls of their
fundamental rights.” 

Human Rights Watch
claims that, based on
research, such abuses
against women and girls in
Afghanistan have been
carried out through vari-
ous written orders or dec-
larations since 2021.

According to the organ-
ization, these measures
severely restrict freedom
of movement, expression,
and assembly.

Human Rights Watch
further notes that decrees
issued in Afghanistan have
essentially prohibited
most professions, includ-

ing higher education, and
have allowed arbitrary
arrests and violations of
freedom. In continuation
of the report, Human
Rights Watch urges the
Taliban authorities to
remove all forms of sup-
pression and discrimina-
tion that deprive women
and girls of their funda-
mental rights.

The head of the Global
Justice section of the
organization Human
Rights Watch, Elizabeth
Evenson, said that the
“systematic and brutal
denial of women’s and
girls’ rights” by the
Taliban regime has gar-
nered global attention for

their efforts to exclude
them from public life.

Evenson added:
“Coordinated support
from relevant govern-
ments is necessary to hold
Taliban leaders account-
able under the law.” In
continuation of the report,
Human Rights Watch,
referring to the Rome
Statute of the International
Criminal Court, defines
crimes against humanity
as “a series of prohibited
acts committed as part of a
widespread or systematic
attack against a civilian
population with knowl-
edge of the attack.”

The organization fur-
ther emphasizes that
“abuse and persecution
based on sexual character-
istics or social structures
and norms used to define
gender constitute a form of
gender-based persecu-
tion.” In this regard, the
head of the Global Justice
section of Human Rights
Watch says that the
International Criminal
Court investigations in
Afghanistan can address
gender-based abuse and
persecution. Evenson
added that governments
should ensure that the
International Criminal
Court has the resources
and cooperation to investi-
gate “crimes and other
severe human rights viola-
tions” in Afghanistan.

Human Rights Watch urges
ICC to investigate sexual

abuse in Afghanistan

Gen. McKenzie calls delayed Afghanistan
exit as ‘American Arrogance’

Chairman of Afghan Business Council in
UAE calls for investment in Afghanistan

Efforts underway to standardize aviation
in Afghanistan: Deputy Minister
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ISLAMABAD: Murtaza Solangi, Caretaker Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting
addressing a press conference along with Ms. Shamshad Akhtar, Caretaker Federal Minister for
Finance and Muhammad Ali, Caretaker Minister for Energy.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker
Federal Minister for
Finance, Revenue,
Economic Affairs and
Privatisation Dr Shamshad
Akhtar Friday said the
caretaker government had
adopted a holistic approach
to address the pressing
issues being faced by the
economy and develop a
roadmap with an aim to
augment the macroeco-
nomic management. 

"We will operate really
holistically and consistent-
ly as a team. This will be an
important change that
incharges of all segments
will work together," she
said while addressing a
press conference.

A principle had been
adopted to look at the gov-
ernment as a whole, she
added. The minister was
flanked by Caretaker

Minister for Commerce
and Industry Dr Gohar
Ejaz; Caretker Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi; and Caretaker
Minister for Energy, Power
and Petroleum Muhammad
Ali. 

Dr Shamshad said sub-
committees of the cabinet
had already been institu-
tionalized, including
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC),
Executive Committee of
National Economic
Council (ECNEC), Cabinet
Committee on
Privatization (CCoP), and
Cabinet Committee on
Energy. She said they were
having intergovernmental
discussions with one
another and making sincere
efforts to define a roadmap
for augmenting the macro-
economic management in
the country. 

She said the government
was reinforcing fiscal sta-
bility and fiscal coordina-
tion with monetary policy
as well as external policy,
as it an anchor of macro-
economic management.
She said the caretaker
setup wanted to revive
economy and for that they
were working to "define
the steps for economic
jump start". Along with
that they were making
efforts to enhance social
safety net during the period
when structural adjustment
reforms programme was
implemented.

"We will try to enhance
the social safety net and
more importantly financial
inclusion will be expedited
so that SME (small medi-
um enterprises) and agri-
culture sectors, and citizens
get an opportunity for
financial empowerment
through digitization."

Govt adopts holistic approach
to revive economy: Shamshad

LONDON (Agencies): The
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) President
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
was informed by his cancer
specialist that all his tests
had come back negative for
the rare disease. The former
prime minister was told that
there is no recurrence of the
cancer that has troubled the
PML-N leader for a long
time.

Shehbaz, who reached
the UK on August 20 last
month, underwent several
cancer-related tests as he is
required medically to get
tested every year. His latest
tests have been seen by Dr
Martyn Caplin — a
renowned cancer specialist.
It is to be noted that the for-
mer prime minister was
diagnosed with a very rare
and dangerous form of can-
cer called

"Adenocarcinoid" back in
2000.

The PML-N leader was
treated at Sloane Kettering
Hospital in New York in
2003 for many months. The
New York doctors had
advised Shehbaz to get
himself regularly checked
up in London by Dr Caplin,
who is a Professor of
Gastroenterology and GI
T u m o u r
Neuroendocrinology. Since
then the former premier has
been getting his cancer tests
done every year.

“Dr Martyn Caplin has
shared the good news that
Shehbaz Sharif is cancer-
free and there is no recur-
rence,” said a source in
Wellington Hospital, St
John's Wood, where
Shehbaz has been visiting
frequently. Furthermore,
the former Punjab chief

minister has his back-spine-
related checkups scheduled
for the next week on Harley
Street at the clinic where he
has been getting checked
up regularly, the source
added.

It is pertinent to mention
that Shehbaz will be return-
ing to Pakistan once his
next round of checkups —
which are not related to
cancer — is completed in
about ten days. Since
reaching London, the for-
mer premier has met his
elder brother and PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif and
discussed key political
developments in the run-up
to the general elections.
Shedding light on Nawaz's
return, The PML-N presi-
dent said that his brother
will be returning to
Pakistan in October this
year.

London doctor tells Shehbaz
he has no cancer recurrence

LAHORE (PPI): The deci-
sion of approving an inter-
est-free loan of Rs360 mil-
lion to 11 judges of the
High Court was challenged
in the Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Friday.

The application has
been filed on behalf of a
citizen, Mashkoor
Hussain. The applicant has
made chief secretary,
finance secretary and oth-
ers party in the dispute.
The applicant submitted
that interest-free loans to
judges is an illegal act. The
judges are already enjoy-
ing numerous privileges.
The caretaker government
is not authorised to dole
out public money indis-
criminately.

The applicant prayed
the court to declare the
decision of the caretaker

government to grant loans
to the judges null and void.
He also requested the court
to declare the approval of
loan to the judges illegal
and grant injunction
against dispensation of
loan pending the final
decision. The Punjab care-
taker government has
approved funds of over
Rs360 million, to be
availed as interest-free
loan by 11 judges of the
Lahore High Court for pur-
chase and construction of
houses.

According to sources,
the approval for the grant
of the loan has been given
by the Cabinet Standing
Committee for Finance.
Reportedly, the high court
judges had desired to avail
the facility of interest-free
loan equivalent to 36 basic

salaries for the purchase
and construction of hous-
es. Each judge draws a
basic pay of over Rs0.9
million. The interest-free
loan will be repaid in
installments in a period of
12 years.

The judges availing the
facility of interest-free
loans include Justice
Ahmad Nadeem Arshad,
Justice Safdar Saleem
Shahid, Justice Rasaal
Hasan Syed, Justice Shakil
Ahmad, Justice
Muhammad Tariq
Nadeem, Justice
Muhammad Amjad
Rafique, Justice Abid
Hussain Chattha, Justice
Anwar Hussain, Justice Ali
Zia Bajwa, Justice
Muhammad Raza Qureshi
and Justice Raheel
Kamran.

Approval of interest-free 
loan for 11 judges challenged

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The caretaker
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammed
Azam Khan on Friday dis-
tributed financial assistance
from his special funds
amongst the deserving people
of the newly merged districts.

It is pertinent to mention
here that certain deserving
people had requested the
caretaker Chief Minister for
financial assistance during
his weekly meetings with
the people of tribal dis-
tricts, and the chief minister
had decided to assist the
needy people from special

funds on compassionate
grounds. Talking on the
occasion, the chief minister
said that he was fully aware
of the issues and difficulties
being faced by the people
of newly merged districts,
and the caretaker provincial
government was taking all
possible steps to resolve
their problems on priority.

He maintained that
progress is being made on
resolving the issues pointed
out during the weekly
meetings adding that all the
genuine problems and
issues would be resolved
one by one. The tribal peo-
ple have faced a lot of hard-

ships and multiple chal-
lenges for a longtime, he
remarked and assured that
the provincial government
is going all out to address
the issues of merged areas.

He made it clear that the
government is committed
to continue to support the
tribal people as well as to
resolve their problems on a
sustainable basis adding
that no stone would be left
unturned to this effect. The
tribal people on this occa-
sion thanked the Chief
Minister for taking keen
interest in resolving the
problems of the tribal dis-
tricts.

KP CM distribute
cheques in tribesmen

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Essential
Commodities including
sugar and urea are smug-
gled from Pakistan and
goods including POL are
smuggled into Pakistan
through unfrequented
routes spanning the border-
ing areas of Afghanistan
and Iran. These smuggled
goods are subsequently
transported via trucks and
in case of passenger vehi-
cles in smaller quantities to
the main urban centers.

Being cognizant of this
phenomenon, Pakistan
Customs has intensified the
counter smuggling opera-
tions and started crackdown
against the smuggled goods
especially Essential
Commodities, POL,
Currency and other goods.
During the last fortnight,
Pakistan Customs seized
large quantities of essential
commodities worth approx-
imately Rs. 2.25 Billion in

various operations across
the country including
Quetta, D.I. Khan, Multan,
Karachi, Sargodha and
Lahore regions. The major
seized essential commodi-
ties included sugar, urea,
POL, Pak currency as well
as tyres, black tea, betel
nuts, vehicles, iron, steel
and other goods.

In Balochistan region on
2nd September, Customs
Enforcement-Quetta seized
1,637 tons of sugar worth
approximately Rs. 1.0 bil-
lion from smugglers in a
convoy of 15 trucks. This
was followed by massive
seizure of smuggled goods
and vehicles, worth Rs. 519
million on Daraban-
Darazinda Road DIK on
3rd Sep 2023 in collabora-
tion with local police and
218,000 liters of smuggled
POL / diesel, valuing
approximately Rs. 137.6
Million by Customs
Enforcement-D.I. Khan.
During last week, Customs

Enforcement – Karachi dis-
rupted the flow of smug-
gled POL by seizing
Iranian origin 115,000 litres
diesel and 30,000 liters
petrol. 

Moreover, strict instruc-
tions to the anti-smuggling
formations including
mobile squads of the
Collectorates and airports
have been issued to keep
vigilance on the illicit
movement of essential
goods / commodities,
Iranian POL and currency.

Chairman FBR Malik
Amjed Zubair Tiwana and
Member Customs
(Operations) Ms. Zeba
Hai Azhar have appreciat-
ed the Pakistan Customs
for taking timely action to
thwart the smuggling of
essential goods. Pakistan
Customs is committed to
eliminate the menace of
smuggling and would con-
tinue intensifying its anti-
smuggling operations
across the country.

Rs 2.25b worth of 
essential commodities seized

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Special Anti-corrup-
tion and Immigration Court Central
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Judge Rajab
Ali Khan hand over to four National
Database and Registration Authority
(NADRA) employees including two
officers to Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) on one day physical
remand, on Friday.

Special Court also send one officer
to jail on judicial remand while FIA
Anti-corruption circle informed that
the NADRA employees had created
59 fake Computerized National
Identity Cards (CNICs) while sepa-
rate cases had been registered against
every individual.

FIA investigation officer argued
that NADRA Deputy Assistant
Director Ikram Ullah, Superintendent
Farid Khan along with two agents
named as Asadullah, Nasir Mehmood

and Senior Executive Officer Multan
Office Abdur Razzaq had granted 59
CNICs by illegal means and request-
ed for five days physical remand for
interrogation. However, Special court
has hand over four alleged culprits to
FIA for one-day physical remand
while shifted Abdur Razzaq to jail on
judicial remand.

Meanwhile, on the directive of
Director KP Zone Nisar Ahmed
Tanoli, crackdown is on against ele-
ments involved in illegal hundi busi-
ness and currency smuggling.

Raiding teams were formed under
the supervision of Deputy Director
Commercial Banking Circle
Peshawar Afzal Khan Niazi wherein
during operation the team arrested
two suspects involved in the illegal
exchange of money and currency
business. The accused were arrested
from Nowshera district and recovered
Rs.131 million from the alleged

accused identified as Sher Zaman and
Mohammad Saleem. The arrest of the
accused was done on a tip-off. A
spokesman of the FIA said.

The accused could not satisfy the
authorities regarding the recovered
currency. A number of receipts relat-
ed to Hundi money and mobile
phones were also recovered from the
accused. The office used by the
accused has been sealed and cases
have been registered against the
accused under the Foreign Exchange
Regulation Act.

Strict actions have been initiated
against the elements involved in
smuggling of foreign currency with
intelligence-based operations are
underway against the dealers
involved in the hundi business.
Intelligence-based operations to con-
tinue to receive support from other
agencies with further investigation is
underway.

FIA obtains physical remand of
Nadra’s employees in fake CNICs
Crackdown against money laundering, currency smuggling

ISLAMABAD (PPI): The
government on Friday
intensified a crackdown on
electricity thieves across
the country and arrested
many of them.

In Kabirwala, a Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader, along with
his brothers, held the
employees of WAPDA
hostage and subjected them
to torture. Former PML-N
ticket-holder Rana Irfan,
who tortured the WAPDA
employees, is also a
defaulter of Rs966,000 of
WAPDA, it was learnt.
“The accused held us
hostage for four hours and
released upon the arrival of
Kabirwala deputy superin-
tendent of police (DSP),” a
WAPDA employee said.

A complaint for action
against the PML-N leader
on charges of torturing
WAPDA employees and
interfering in state affairs

was submitted to the police.
The complaint sought the
registration of a case
against the accused under
the provisions of terrorism.

“The accused had been
stealing electricity through
a tube well for a long peri-
od,” the WAPDA employee
alleged. The WAPDA
employees, victims of the
PML-N leader’s brutality,
demanded that the senior
officers take notice of the
incident. In Balochistan, 67
illegal power supply con-
nections were disconnected
in the first phase.

In Islamabad, hundreds
of illegal electricity con-
nections were disconnected
and power thieves were
imposed heavy fines. In
Lahore, over 800 cases
were registered against
power pilferers within a
month. Cases were regis-
tered against 40 electricity
thieves in Mardan while

two power thieves were
held in Peshawar. Over 300
illegal electricity connec-
tions were disconnected in
Sukkur while an operation
against power thieves was
underway in Shikarpur.

At least 23 power pilfer-
ers were arrested in
Gujranwala. In Narowal, a
lineman involved in power
theft was arrested.

In Arifwala, seven
power pilferers were
booked. In Hafizabad,
seven people were held and
booked for stealing power.
In Khairpur, over 1,000
illegal electricity connec-
tions were disconnected
and 20 power thieves were
arrested. In Burewala, a
fine of Rs650,000 was
imposed on 20 power
thieves. In Qamber, over
500 illegal electricity con-
nections were disconnected
in a grand operation against
power thieves.

Govt intensifies crackdown
on electricity thieves

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy
celebrated 58th anniversary
of 'Navy Day' to honour
heroic achievements of our
Ghazis and Shuhadas who
fought gallantly against a
much bigger adversary with
absolute courage and pro-
found faith in Allah SWT.
Navy Day is a glorious
reminiscence of daring
operation 'SOMNATH',
when Pakistan Navy's
Warships destroyed impor-
tant shore installations and
inflicted irreparable dam-
age to the Indian pride.
Pakistan Navy lone
Submarine GHAZI reigned
and remained unchallenged
at sea throughout the war,
because of which the com-
plete Indian Navy did not
dare to come out in the
open sea and challenge the
PN Fleet.

In his message on the
occasion, Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi said that 8th
September marks act of
bravery of Pakistan Navy's
officers and men who
demonstrated invincible
courage and absolute
audacity during successful
bombardment at Dwarka.
On this day, we acknowl-
edge the sacrifices of our
Shuhadas and Ghazis and
honour their valiant spirit

which vanquished the devi-
ous enemy during the 1965
War. The Naval Chief high-
lighted that Pakistan Navy
besides ensuring own mar-
itime defence also main-
tains round the clock pres-
ence in international waters
and engages with regional
navies to foster interoper-
ability and promote mar-
itime security at high seas.
For this purpose, Pakistan
Navy is acquiring state of
the art technologies to meet
the emerging security chal-
lenges at sea while enhanc-
ing indigenous capabilities.
Admiral underlined that
Pakistan Navy has also
embarked on nation build-
ing initiatives particularly
to uplift coastal communi-
ties and is making vigorous
efforts to invigorate Blue
Economy for economic
prosperity of the country.

The day dawned with
special prayers offered in

all naval mosques for peace
and prosperity of the coun-
try and particularly for the
success of Kashmir strug-
gle. Quran Khawani was
arranged for eternal peace
of Shuhada of the 1965
war. Flag hoisting cere-
monies were held at all
naval units and establish-
ments. Commander
Karachi laid floral wreath
at Mazar-e-Quaid. Navy
Day events were also
organised at Lahore;
wherein, Commander
Central Punjab interacted
with families of PN martyrs
and paid rich tribute to their
heroics in war. Students
from Bahria College across
Pakistan participated in
various activities tributing
our Ghazis & Shuhada.
Other activities of the day
included boat rally at
Karachi harbour and rallies
by students of Bahria
Model School.

Pakistan Navy
celeberates Navy

Day with zeal

Rupee
rebounds
sharply

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
resuscitated Pakistani rupee
continues to strengthen its
position against the US dol-
lar as the local unit appreci-
ated massively by Rs2.94
in the interbank trading on
Friday.

According to money
dealers, the US dollar slid
even below Rs303 and
started exchanging hands at
Rs302, shedding its value
by Rs2.94. Yesterday, the
local currency also soared
remarkably by Rs2.04
against the greenback and
was closed at Rs304.94.
The local currency has
started appreciating
because of the recent
reforms introduced by the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) in the exchange
companies’ sector.

The reforms encourage
leading banks to establish
wholly owned exchange
companies to cater to the
legitimate foreign
exchange needs of the gen-
eral public. Moreover, the
ongoing crackdown against
speculators, hoarders, and
smugglers has also generat-
ed positive vibes and boost-
ed market confidence.

The government has
started a massive crack-
down against the currency
smugglers. As a result, the
rupee has also improved its
position in the open mar-
ket. On Thursday, the rupee
climbed up by Rs5 against
the US dollar, bringing the
greenback down to Rs307
from Rs312. This narrows
the gap between the inter-
bank and open market to a
mere 0.31%, significantly
below the threshold of
1.25% suggested by the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

Tribute 
to Bannu 

martyred paid
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr. Arif Alvi has paid rich
tribute to the martyrs of
Bannu terrorist attack who
laid down their lives for
the sake of the mother-
land.

The President on Friday
telephoned the heirs of
Naib Subedar Sanoobar
Ali, Havaldar Aftab
Ahmed, Havaldar
Muhammad Arif, Havaldar
Muhammad Imran, Sepoy
Ahmed Ali, Sepoy
Muhammad Haseeb Akbar,
Sepoy Zeeshan Nazakat,
Abdul Rasheed and Waris
Ali, who were martyred in
Jani Khel, Bannu terrorist
attack on 31st of August.
Dr. Arif Alvi paid homage
to Shuhada and prayed that
Almighty Allah may grant
higher ranks to the martyrs
in heaven. He also prayed
for the bereaved families to
bear this irreparable loss
with equanimity.

Elahi sends
to Adiala jail
on judicial

remand
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC), Islamabad, on
Friday sent former Punjab
chief minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
President Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi to Adiala jail
on judicial remand.

The PTI president was
produced before ATC judge
Abul Hasnat Zulqarnain’s
court after completion of
his two-day physical
remand in the judicial com-
plex attack case. During the
hearing, the police sought
another 10-day physical
remand of former Punjab
chief minister which was
rejected by the ATC judge.
The court rejected the
police request and sent PTI
President Elahi to Adiala
jail on 14-day judicial
remand. The PTI leader
was arrested hours after his
release from NAB custody
on September 1, after the
LHC had restricted the
authorities from arresting
him earlier that same day.

The case was registered
against Pervaiz Elahi at
CTD police station on
September 3. According to
the FIR, the former CM is
accused of sending rioters
to Islamabad to vandalise
the Judicial Complex
besides providing vehicles
and batons for the same. It
is pertinent to mention here
that Elahi has been arrested
and detained repeatedly
since the May 9 riots.

ATC rejects
bail plea
of alleged

kidnappers
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Anti-Ter-
rorism Court (ATC)
Peshawar has rejected bail
plea of four alleged kidnap-
pers including two Afghan
citizens and ordered police
for submission of complete
challan, on Friday.

The counsel Shabbir
Hussain Gigyani advocate
argued that the abductors
named Aashiq Ullah, Sher
Baz alias Bazy aka Imran,
Habib Ullah and Rahim
Ullah had kidnapped
Tafseer Khan from OPF
colony at gun point from
the premises of Shahpur
police station.

The counsel further
argued that the abductee
was kept in the bungalow at
Armor while CCTV
footage is also available in
which two culprits are
seen. He added that the kid-
nappers had demanded
Rs60 million as ransom,
however, police raided the
premises and recovered the
abductee while arrested
four abductors.

The counsel added that
identification parade of
alleged culprits held within
the jail while two kidnap-
pers are seen in the CCTV
footage directly and argued
that Aashiq Ullah had wear
police uniform to facilitate
abduction to Urmor area.

Another kidnapper
Habib Ullah chained
Tafseer Khan and made
several attempts to burry
him alive in the grave,
Shabbir Hussain Gigyani
advocate argued. The
alleged kidnappers counsel
requested for withdrawal of
bail pleas and initiation of
trial in the offense, howev-
er, ATC rejected bail peti-
tions while ordered police
to submit complete challan
to pursue the case.

10 die in as
floods hit
Greece

ATHENS (Agencies): The
death toll from severe flood-
ing in central Greece has
risen to 10 people, while
another four remained miss-
ing, the country’s civil pro-
tection minister said. Rescue
crews in helicopters and
boats ferried hundreds of
people on Friday from inun-
dated villages to safety.

Flooding triggered by
rainstorms also hit neigh-
bouring Bulgaria and Turkey,
killing a total of 22 people in
all three countries since the
rains began Tuesday. In
Greece, the rainstorms turned
streams into raging torrents
that burst dams, washed
away roads and bridges and
hurled cars into the sea.
Authorities have said some
areas received twice the aver-
age annual rainfall for Athens
in the space of just 12 hours.

Although the rainstorms
had ebbed by Friday, flood-
water continued to rise
after the Pineios River
burst its banks near the city
of Larissa, one of Greece’s
largest cities with a popula-
tion of approximately
150,000, triggering evacua-
tion orders for several
areas.


