British HC calls on Bilawal
F.P. Report

KARACHTI: British High Commissioner
to Pakistan Jean Marriott called on PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari at

Bilawal House on Monday. Deputy
High Commissioner Sarah Mooney was
also present on the occasion of the meet-
ing. Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
and British diplomats discussed the pro-

motion of bilateral relations and issues

of mutual interest.
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BEIJING: Mr. Wang Zhigang, Minister of Science & Technology of China
receiving Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar upon his arrival
at airport.

PM arrives in China
to attend 3rd BRF

BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar has arrived in China
to participate in the '3rd

Belt and Road Forum
(BRF) for International
Cooperation." He was
received by  Chinese
Minister of Science &
Technology, Wang
Zhigang, Chinese
Ambassador to Pakistan
Jiang Zaidong and

Ambassador of Pakistan to
China Moin-ul-Hagq.

The Prime Minister is
undertaking the visit at the
invitation of  China's
President Xi Jinping. He is
accompanied by a high-
level delegation including
members of the cabinet and
senior government offi-
cials. The Prime Minster
will attend the Opening
Ceremony of the BRF and
address the High-Level
Forum titled 'Connectivity
in an Open Global
Economy' to be held on 18
October 2023.

The Prime Minister will
hold bilateral meetings with
President Xi Jinping,
Premier Li Qiang and Mr.
Li Xi, member of the
Standing Committee of
Politburo of CPC Central
Committee. The leaders
will discuss all facets of
bilateral relations, with par-
ticular focus on strengthen-
ing trade and economic
cooperation between the
two countries. They will
exchange views on major
regional and global devel-
opments. The  Prime
Minister will also meet
with other leaders of coun-
tries participating in the
BRFE.

While in China, the
Prime Minister will meet

this directive.

Kakar asks CMs to cut
rates of essential items

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar on Monday asked the chief ministers to cut
the prices of essential commodities and services, conse-
quent to the substantial reduction in fuel prices.

In a major move, the government has slashed the
petrol prices by Rs 40. The prime minister issued the
directive at federal and provincial levels, calling for the
activation of a strict price control mechanism. "All
efforts should be directed towards transferring the bene-
fit of reduction in petroleum prices to the people of
Pakistan," he wrote on social media platform, X. The
prime minister emphasized the strict implementation of]

Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar has
called for an immediate ceasefire and lifting of the block-
ade in Gaza. In a tweet on Monday, he expressed
Pakistan's complete solidarity with the oppressed people
of Palestine. Expressing deep concern on the ongoing
violence and loss of life in Gaza, the Prime Minister said
Israel’s deliberate, indiscriminate and disproportionate
targeting of civilians is against all norms of civility and
in manifest violation of international law.

with leading Chinese entre-
preneurs and preside over
an interactive roundtable on
CPEC to explore new
avenues for strengthening
trade and investment ties
between Pakistan and
China. To further strength-
en regional connectivity,
trade, investment and peo-
ple-to-people contacts
between the neighbouring
regions of Pakistan and
China, Prime Minister
Kakar will pay a two-day

visit to Urumgqi, Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous
Region of China. In

Urumgqi, he will meet with
local leadership and busi-
ness persons and deliver a
speech at the Xinjiang
University.

The visit of the Prime

Minister comes in the back-
drop of ongoing celebra-
tions marking the ten years
of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC), the flagship proj-
ect of China's Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).

The third Belt and Road
Forum for International
Cooperation (BRF) will be
held in Beijing from
Tuesday to Wednesday, as
the year marks the 10th
anniversary of the Belt and
Road [Initiative (BRI).
Leaders and representatives
of countries from around
the globe and international
organizations have arrived
in China, and Beijing is
fully prepared for this
major home diplomatic
event.

Solangi vows level-playing
field to political parties

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker
Federal Minister for Inform-
ation and Broadcasting Mu-
rtaza Solangi on Monday
said it was the caretaker's
government responsibility to
ensure level-playing for all
the registered political par-
ties during the whole elec-
toral process.

In a meeting with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Information
Minister, Solangi said "it
was a shared responsibility
of the caretaker set up to
assist the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) in carrying out the
whole electoral exercise
across the country". Both the
Information Ministers dis-
cussed matters related to
mutual interests including
the upcoming general elec-
tion, media cooperation
between federal and provin-
cial information departments
and pathways for capacity
building of journalists.

They also discussed a
plan to train Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's information
officers in the Information
Services Academy (ISA)
here at Islamabad. During
the meeting, the Federal
Minister said it was the need
of hour to tackle current era
challenges by imparting
trainings to the officers and
officials of the information
departments on modern

lines.

The scope of the Ministry
of Information has widened
in the new era, and it is
essential to harness the full
potential of modern infor-
mation systems in contem-
porary times. he added.
Solangi said his ministry
would provide all possible
cooperation to strengthen
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Public Relations
Department along new lines.

In accordance with the
mandate of the caretaker
federal government, all-pos-
sible cooperation would be
extended for better working
environment ~ with  the
provincial departments, he
added. Journalists' Welfare
Endowment Fund rules were
crucial for the welfare of
journalists in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Murtaza
Solangi said, adding the fra-
ternity had to perform duties
in tough situations.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's
Information Minister
Firdous Jamal Shah, on this
occasion, said trainings were
being imparted to the youth
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
regarding the use of social
media. All-out efforts would
be made for the welfare of
journalists, he added. The
caretaker government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa would
ensure election in the con-
ducive environment, the
provincial minister stressed.

Meanwhile, Delivering
his speech at the CPEC Art
Exhibition jointly organised
by Behria University and
China  Media  Group,
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information Murtaza
Solangi said on Monday that
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) was a
major milestone in shape of
successful  projects in
Pakistan including road
infrastructure, power sector,
and industrial zones worth
62 billion dollars.

He said he was glad to
note that relations between
Pakistan and China were
getting stronger with every
passing day. The minister
said that above all people
were the heart and soul of
every thing and they were
focus of every initiative that
the government launched.
The minister said it was
well established fact that
arts and culture had a deep-
er impact on human lives.
He said it was encouraging
that in this event not only
art pieces were being exhib-
ited but interactive media
was also included in this
exhibition.

He hoped that new inter-
active media would attract
more young people and
make them aware of the
importance of Pakistan,
China friendship and how
this was reflected through
the CPEC projects.

Pakistan,
Iran, Egypt
agree for

peace in Gaza
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Foreign Affairs Jalil
Abbas Jilani on Monday
telephonically spoke to his
counterparts from Iran and
Egypt and discussed the
crisis in Gaza including the
killing of civilians.

The foreign minister, in
the conversation with
Iranian counterpart Hossien
Amir Abdollahian also dis-
cussed the large-scale dis-
placement of the
Palestinians from their
homes. Both sides agreed
that urgent steps were
needed to prevent conflict
from escalating and the
provision of humanitarian
assistance

As part of efforts for a
coordinated response to
ongoing conflict in Gaza,
Foreign Minister Jilani also
spoke to the Egyptian
Foreign Minister Sameh
Shukri. In the conversation,
the stressed preventing
conflict from escalating,
protecting civilians from
collective punishment, star-
vation and displacement.
The foreign minister also
assured of Pakistan’s
humanitarian assistnce.

Bench okays
plea seeking

SC staff
details

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court has allowed
an appeal seeking disclosure
of the details of the apex
court’s staffers under the
Right of Access to
Information Act.

A three-member bench,
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa and
comprising Justice Amin-ud-
Din Khan and Justice Athar
Minallah, directed the regis-
trar of the Supreme Court to
apex court staff members’
details to applicant Mukhtar
Ahmed within seven days.
Justice Minallah authored an
additional note on the matter.

The verdict said all citi-
zens are entitled to the right
to information under Article
191 of the Constitution.
“Transparency brings with it
the added benefit of intro-
spection, which benefits
institutions by promoting
self-accountability. Article
19A stipulates that informa-
tion be provided subject to
regulation and reasonable
restrictions imposed by law.
However, there is no law
which attends to the Supreme
Court in this regard nor has
the Supreme Court itself
made any regulations.
Needless to state that if a law
is enacted and/or regulations
made, requests for informa-
tion would be attended to in
accordance therewith and in
accordance with Article
19A,” read the verdict.

The apex court in its ver-
dict on Monday said an
applicant seeking details is
bound to give reasons for
acquiring the information
and the informant is bound to
review the reasons. “In the
present case, there is no rea-
son why the information
sought by the petitioner
should not be provided, nor
can the provision of such
information be categorized
as being contrary to the pub-
lic interest. Consequently, the
information sought by the
petitioner should have been
provided to him.”

The court also ordered to
return of the petitioner’s fees
submitted for filing an appeal
and intra-court appeal. The
CJP-led bench also ordered
to issue the verdict in Urdu as
well.  Applicant Mukhtar
Ahmad had approached the
Supreme Court registrar in
connection with details of
apex court employees.

The former SC registrar
had refused to provide
details. The applicant then
resorted to the Pakistan
Information ~Commission
(PIC). The commission had
asked the then registrar of SC
to provide details. The for-
mer registrar had moved to
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
against the decision of PIC.
The applicant approached the
Supreme Court after the [HC
gave a decision against him.
The Supreme Court had
reserved its decision on
September 27 after hearing
the arguments of the appli-
cant and the attorney general
for Pakistan.

Any move by Israel to
occupy Gaza would be
a ‘big mistake’: Biden

Humanitarian crisis deepens in Gaza amid urgent

calls for assistance; Israel, Hamas deny ceasefire
reports as UN calls for ‘urgent need’ of aid in Gaza

Monitorig Desk

GAZA: Israel and Hamas officials
denied the reports that a ceasefire had
been implemented in southern Gaza
to allow foreigners out of the
besieged Palestinian enclave and aid
to be brought in amid a deepening cri-
sis. Security sources in Egypt said a
deal had been reached to open the
Rafah border crossing to allow aid
into the enclave from 0600 GMT.
Hamas official Izzat El Reshiq told
Reuters that there was no truth to
reports about the opening of the
Rafah border crossing with Egypt or
a temporary ceasefire. More than
2,700 Palestinians and 1,400 Israelis
have lost their lives during Israel-
Hamas war. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's office said in a
statement: "There is currently no
truce and humanitarian aid in Gaza in
exchange for getting foreigners out."

In an address to Knesset, Lo B~ intest M & - P—
Net h d th 1d tri )
to stand against Hamas, Meanwhile, |Germany’s Scholz to visit Israel, Egypt

Russia reiterated its appeal for an
"immediate ceasefire" in the Israel-
Gaza conflict on Monday and urged
officials to begin talks to resolve vio-
lence. The situation at the Rafah
crossing remained unclear. The bom-
bardment of Hamas-ruled Gaza con-
tinued overnight, with residents say-
ing it was the heaviest pounding yet
in nine days of conflict.

As a humanitarian crisis gripped
Gaza, two Egyptian security sources
said Israel had agreed to halt its bom-
bardment of southern Gaza. The
Egyptian-controlled Rafah border
crossing was expected to reopen to
allow foreign passport holders to
leave, they said. Diplomatic efforts
have been intensifying to get aid into
the enclave, which has been under
complete blockade following the
Hamas attack on Israel.

Meanwhile, the UN Human Rights
Office has raised alarm over humani-
tarian situation in the besieged
Palestinian enclave, calling for
“urgent need” to halt hostilities to

on

this week amid Mideast conflict

Monitoring Desk

BERLIN: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz will travel to Israel on Tuesday,
the German dpa news agency and other media reported, as Western nations
step up their efforts to forestall a dangerous spread of the Middle East con-
flict. Scholz is scheduled to depart for Israel following his meeting with
Jordan’s King Abdullah in Berlin on Tuesday, dpa reported, and would then
travel onwards to Egypt. A government spokesperson declined to comment

the reported travel plans.

“This is really a sign of solidarity,” Ron Prosor, Israel’s ambassador to
Germany, told German TV channel Welt. “He is the first prime minister to
visit Israel (since the Hamas-Israel war erupted) and we see that as incredi-
bly important.” The German government has rallied around Israel since at
least 1,300 people were killed and dozens taken hostage in an unprecedent-
ed, mass cross-border infiltration by Hamas militants into Israeli towns and
villages near Gaza on Oct. 7. Israel has responded with its heaviest ever
bombardment of the Gaza Strip, which Hamas authorities say have killed at
least 2,750 people, in preparation for an expected ground invasion. Israel’s
relentless air strikes have complicated diplomatic efforts to allow foreign
passport holders to leave the besieged, densely populated enclave while
allowing in aid for Gaza via the Rafah border crossing with Egypt.
Heightening international fears of the conflict expanding, Lebanon’s
Hezbollah, a Hamas ally, has been exchanging fire with Israel across the bor-
der for days in the deadliest escalation since they fought a major war in 2006.

allow humanitarian aid into Gaza.
"There have been very mammoth
diplomatic efforts to try to make this
happen. The secretary-general is con-
stantly liaising with all the parties
that are involved, and many other
member states are also exercising
what leverage they can. We need the
security for the aid deliveries to be
able to happen," UNHRO spokesper-
son Ravina Shamdasani told CNN on
Monday.

"We have seen hospitals that have
been forced to evacuate. Doctors

crn

insisting that they will stay with
patients who are in the ICU wards
and the neonatal units, where you
had
whether to abandon your patients or
to stay with them and risk death. The
access to water, access to food, the
forced evacuation of hundreds of
thousands of people into southern
Gaza has created a very, very diffi-
cult humanitarian situation in south-

She said there is a significant
amount of aid waiting at the border

the impossible choice of

Gaza as well," Shamdasani said. Gaza.

to get in.

As Israel is preparing for the Gaza
invasion, US President Joe Biden has
warned Israel against the occupation
of the Palestinian territory, saying the
ground assault would be “a big mis-
take”. Massing thousands of troops
and heavy weaponry in the desert
south of the country, the Israeli mili-
tary has said it is awaiting the "politi-
cal" green light to go into northern

(Continued on Back Page) |

IHC rules Imran’s
trial will be held 1n jail

FE.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has ruled that the trial of PTI Chairman
and former prime minister Imran Khan will
be held in prison, disposing of the plea
against his cipher case trial inside the jail.
Pronouncing the verdict on Monday, IHC
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq wrapped up the
case with directions stating that the jail trial is
in favour of the PTI chairman, as he himself
had talked about threats to his life.

The decision further stated that the court
did not find any malice in the matter of the
jail trial. The PTI chief can approach the trial
court if he has reservations about the jail trial,
the verdict said. IHC Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq reserved the judgment on the former
premier’s plea on September 12. The PTI
chairman had challenged the notification of
the Ministry of Law and Justice that allowed
the holding of cipher case trial in jail.
Presenting his arguments during today's hear-
ing, Imran Khan’s lawyer Sardar Latif Khosa
said that former prime minister and PTI
chairman was the Chief Executive of this
country and his oath gives authority to the
Chief Executive in such a situation.

The Chief Justice inquired of Khosa
whether there is a law to declassify docu-
ments in Pakistan like America? Khosa said
that this cipher was declassified by the feder-
al cabinet, Liaquat Ali Khan was killed in this
country while what happened to Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto is also in front of
you. He said that the cipher was sent to the
Foreign Office by Asad Majeed. US official
Donald Lu threatened to oust the country's
prime minister.

It has been established this was an inter-
ference in Pakistan's internal affairs, he
added. Then Khosa read the Prime Minister's
affidavit before the court which says that the
Prime Minister has to tell that there is no dan-
ger to the country, it is for the Prime Minister
himself to judge that there is no danger to the
country from any act. Khosa also read the
oath of the ministers in front of the court. The
court inquired if he is saying that he who
thinks it is right, could disclose it?

Khosa replied in affirmative asserting that
the Prime Minister could disclose what he
thinks is right. If the previous coalition want-

ed to remain a slave then it was its political
weapon, he added. The court stopped Khosa
from naming any party. The PTI lawyer said
that this matter went to the meeting of the
National Security Committee and it was
decided in the committee that a diplomatic
protest would be made to the US. In the
meantime, the Prime Minister was dismissed.
Khosa said that Bhutto Sahib was also
brought to the dock in the court of Maulvi
Mushtaq, here the PTI chairman was also
brought to the dock.

He is the former prime minister and has
rights, he said adding that the prosecution
came with the statement of former principal
secretary Azam Khan who went missing for
three weeks, and suddenly he appeared and
claimed that the PTI chairman PTI took the
cipher with him. Azam’s statement is ridicu-
lous, Khosa said. The PTI lawyer said that
they did not give us anything, now they are
saying that tomorrow they would frame the
charge. He requested the judge to see what
sessions judge Humayun Dilawar had done
to them. He said that the source of power is
the people. He said that state means parlia-
ment, provincial assemblies and local gover-
nance. But we have made the government, a
state.

The Chief Justice remarked that we have
mixed up the concepts of government and
state. Khosa said that some authority has
been taken by the powerful circles, the nation
has expectations from the higher judiciary
and he hopes that the court would stand up to
protect the rights of the citizens. The lawyer
argued that Section 5 does not apply in the
cipher case. He said Imran Khan’s govern-
ment was removed through a conspiracy and
the PDM claimed that the premier was
removed after losing the trust vote in parlia-
ment. He said Imran claimed that he did not
possess cipher while cipher was in the for-
eign office. The lawyer wondered who told
them to write that code in the FIR. The Chief
Justice inquired of the lawyer whether he
wanted to say that neither the Act nor Section
5 is applied in this case. Imran Khan's lawyer
said that yes, the Act does not apply here nor
does Section 5. He said this is not a prohibit-
ed place, if there is a conspiracy against the
country, it is the job of the Prime Minister to
tell the people.

Six-year-old
Palestinian
killed in US

Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: An inno-
cent Palestinian-American
boy was killed and his moth-
er was injured after they
were stabbed by their land-
lord in the state of Illinois on
Saturday morning because
they were Muslims.

The 71-year-old man
named Joseph Czuba has
been charged with murder
and hate crimes after
allegedly stabbing a six-
year-old boy, and his 32-
year-old mother, in
Plainfield, Illinois because
they were Muslims. The
mother and her son were tar-
geted because of the current
conflict between Hamas and
Israel, the Will County
Sheriff's Office said.

President Biden took to
X, formerly known as
Twitter, saying he and his
wife, Jill Biden, were "sick-
ened" by the attack on the
mother and her son. "This
horrific act of hate has no
place in America, and stands
against our fundamental val-
ues: freedom from fear for
how we pray, what we
believe, and who we are,"
Biden said in a statement.
"As Americans, we must
come together and reject
Islamophobia and all forms
of bigotry and hatred."

Czuba was charged with
first-degree murder,
attempted first-degree mur-
der, hate crimes and aggra-
vated battery. In Sunday's
statement, the Will County
Sheriff's Office said that on
Saturday =~ morning it
received an emergency call
from the woman who said
she was being attacked by
her landlord in Plainfield,
near Chicago.
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Drizzle in
city bring
temperature down

LAHORE (APP): The
provincial  capital on
Monday received a drizzle
which turned the weather
pleasant bringing some
cold conditions, as the min-
imum temperature
decreased to 17 degree
Celsius. According to a
spokesman for the Pakistan
Meteorological
Department, partly cloudy
weather is expected in most
upper parts of the country,
including the city, while
rain-wind/thunderstorm
(with snow over high
mountains) is expected in
Potohar region and north-
east Punjab during the next
24 hours.

CS inspects
construction work
in Mayo Hospital

LAHORE (APP): Chief
Secretary (CS) Punjab
Zahid Akhtar Zaman on
Monday paid a surprise visit
to Mayo Hospital and
inspected the construction
work of the emergency
block. He issued instruc-
tions regarding display of
signage and proper arrange-
ment of lighting for the con-
venience of patients.

The Chief Secretary said
that the construction work
should be in accordance
with the prescribed stan-
dards in any case. He men-
tioned that the SOPs would
be issued to standardize the
civil works of health facili-
ties across the province. He
said that SOPs would be
prepared based on the
observations made during
the inspection.

He further said that
timely completion of pub-
lic welfare projects was a
priority. He said that all
possible resources were
being utilized to improve
the health facilities in the
province and sizable funds
were being spent on the
reconstruction of 28 major
hospitals and provision of
medical equipment. Vice-
Chancellor King Edward
Medical University Prof
Dr Mehmood Ayyaz gave
briefing to the Chief
Secretary. Finance
Secretary Mujahid Sher
Dil was also present on
this occasion.

19 more
dengue cases

reported

RAWALPINDI (APP): As
many as 19 more dengue
cases were reported in the
district during the last 24
hours, raising the tally of
confirmed cases to 1,955.
District Coordinator
Epidemics Prevention and
Control  (DCEPC), Dr
Sajjad Mehmood, Monday
said that, among the new
cases,14 cases had arrived
from Potohar town urban

area, two each from
Kahutta and Municipal
Corporation ~ Rawalpindi

and one from Chaklala
Cantonment area.

He added that presently
105 patients were admitted to
district hospitals of which 72
were confirmed cases while
1,882 were discharged after
treatment. Dr Sajjad
informed that the district
administration had registered
29 FIRs, issued tickets to five,
sealed two premises, and a
fine of Rs 55,000 was
imposed against the viola-
tions of dengue SOPs during
the last 24 hours. During
indoor surveillance, in the last
24 hours, the teams checked
9,021 houses and found lar-
vae in 320 homes.

CM reviews progress of
Band Road controlled
access corridor project

LAHORE (APP): Punjab Caretaker Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi conducted a morn-
ing inspection of the ongoing Controlled
Access Corridor project on Band Road.

He meticulously assessed the progress
of this significant endeavor, spanning
from Niazi Chowk to Babu Sabu. He
underscored the importance of ensuring
smooth traffic flow on the closed road
throughout the construction phase. He
emphasized that the Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO) should personally oversee
operations and recommended deploying
additional traffic wardens. Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi promptly
ordered the relocation of street lights
and poles from the closed roads. He fur-
ther directed that the poles be removed
and re-purposed elsewhere. The Chief
Minister set forth a clear directive for
the timely completion of the controlled
access corridor project. He highlighted
that this project would grant immediate
motorway access from any corner of
Lahore upon its completion.

The Controlled Access Corridor is
poised to yield substantial savings, both in
terms of time and fuel, benefiting the
economy significantly. The Chief Minister
received a comprehensive briefing, under-
scoring the round-the-clock efforts being
made to complete the 7.3 km long con-
trolled access corridor within four months.

The project encompasses two packages,
with Package One spanning 3.65 km from
Niazi to Sagian Interchange, and Package
Two covering an equivalent distance from
Sagian to Babu Sabu Interchange.

Commissioner Lahore Division and DG
LDA Muhammad Ali Randhawa along
with the Chief Engineer LDA and the con-
tractor, provided detailed updates to Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi regarding the pro-
ject's progress. The event was attended by
Provincial Information Minister Amir Mir,
Chairman Planning and Development
Board Iftikhar Sahu, CTO, and various
other officials.

CM greets ambassador-designate:
Pakistan's  ambassador-designate  to
Morocco Sami Malik paid a courtesy call
on Punjab Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi here on Monday.

Extending warm congratulations to
Sami Malik on his appointment as
ambassador to Morocco, the CM con-
veyed his best wishes. Emphasising fra-
ternal ties between Pakistan and
Morocco, the chief minister highlighted
abundant prospects for collaboration,
particularly in the realms of culture,
tourism and trade. He expressed opti-
mism that in his capacity as ambassador,
Sami Malik would foster even stronger
connections at both public and govern-
mental levels.

Trying to change things in
health sector: Health Minister

KARACHI (APP): Sindh Caretaker
Minister for Health Dr Saad Khalid Niaz
has said that they were trying to change
things in the health sector during a short
period of time.

He said that they were working on
'Insurance' and he also discussed it when
he visited Turkiye.

While addressing the inauguration cere-
mony of an Operation Theatre (Operating
Room) renovated and equipped by the
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination
Agency (TIKA) at the National Institute of
Child Health (NICH), also attended by
Turkish Ambassador to Pakistan Dr.
Mehmet Pacaci, Caretaker Minister Dr.
Saad Niaz said, 'Operation Theatre is a
good addition to NICH.'

He thanked Turkiye and said that she
was a real brother. Dr. Niaz said that
Turkiye always stood shoulder to shoulder-
with Pakistan whenever she was in need of
help or in trouble.

The minister said Pakistan and Turkiye
had old and strong relations.

He said that NICH was providing health
services to children and adolescents free of
cost. He also highlighted that there was
always room for improvement.

Ambassador of the Republic of Turkiye
Mehmet Pacaci addressing the ceremony
said that Pakistan and Turkiye had a broth-
erhood more than a friendship.

He said that both the countries had peo-
ple-to-people contacts. He said that
Pakistan had a special place in the hearts of
Turkish people.

Pacaci said, 'Our relations are unparal-
leled." He said that TIKA was performing
well in Pakistan and its work was making
our relations stronger. He also congratulat-
ed TIKA on its successful projects in
Pakistan. He said that Pak-Turk colleges
were also imparting education to the stu-
dents in Pakistan. TIKA Karachi
Programme Coordinator Halil Ibrahim
Basaran on the occasion said that they con-
tinue to contribute to the development of
Pakistan in the field of health. He said that
TIKA had carried out seven important proj-
ects in different health fields in Sindh
province between 2019 and 2023.
Executive Director of the National Institute
of Child Health (NICH) Dr. Nasir Saleem
Saddal on the occasion gave a presentation
to the Minister and Ambassador about the
performance of NICH. He said that NICH
had treated 122911 children in 2022.

PSQCA arranges
awareness walk

LAHORE (APP): Pakistan Standards &
Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) on
Monday arranged an awareness walk with
a theme “Shared Vision for a Better
World”, in connection with World
Standards Day - 2023.

This day serves as a tribute to the col-
laborative efforts of experts worldwide
who contribute to the creation of
International Standards and to raise aware-
ness about the significance of fostering a
quality culture through adherence to the
standards and regulations.

The walk was led by Director General
PSQCA, Dr. HU. Khan, commencing
from ‘Hamdard Chowk, Madar-e-Millat
Road’ and ended at Regional Office of
PSQCA ‘125-A Quaid e Azam Industrial
Estate, Kot Lakhpat. The event saw the
participation of Directors Dr. Shahzad
Afzal, Mr. Muhammad Yasin Akhtar, Dr.
Muhammad Rizwan, Ms. Amna Qasim,
and Engr. Khurram Mateen along with
officers, staff members, and representa-
tives from the industry, academia, NGOs,
and civil society.

Addressing the participants, Dr. H.U.
Khan highlighted the organization's
achievements, stating that PSQCA has

developed more than 22,000 national stan-
dards and adopted a number of ISO and
[EC standards. He underscored the pivotal
role of standardization and regulations,
emphasizing that PSQCA plays a crucial
part in Pakistan's economic development
by providing technical guidance to the
industry, enabling them to manufacture
products that meet the national as well as
international standards.

"Furthermore, PSQCA is entrusted
with regulating 166 food and non-food
products and handles all aspects of qual-
ity infrastructure, including standardi-
zation, legal metrology standards, and
conformity assessment at the national
level. In line with the government's pol-
icy to promote ease of doing business,
PSQCA is creating a conducive envi-
ronment and offering facilitation to the
industry," he added. He promised a more
stringent campaign against illegal, unli-
censed, and substandard food and non-
food products, emphasizing a zero-toler-
ance policy. Furthermore, he stated that
only PSQCA registered products would
be permitted in the market, and illicit
items would be removed from the shelves
and confiscated.

LAHORE: Activists of civil soaetﬁy holding play cards during a protest demonstratwn to show soltdartty
with the people of Palestine and take part in an anti-Israel demonstration outside the Press club.

Mayor inaugurates Divisional
Food Testing Lab at KU

KARACHI (APP): Mayor of
Karachi, Barrister Murtaza Wahab
Siddiqui inaugurated the Divisional
Food Testing Lab (DFTL) established
at the Department of Food Science
and Technology of the University of
Karachi (KU) on Monday.

The KU DFST and the Sindh Food
Authority have jointly established the
DFTL to improve food quality in the
province. Murtaza Wahab and the KU
Vice Chancellor Professor Dr Khalid
Mahmood Iraqi also inaugurated the
FST Alumni Conference Hall at the
KU DFST. On this occasion, the KU
DFST organized a seminar on ‘water
is life, water is food, leave no one
behind’, of World Food Day 2023.

Addressing the ceremony, the
mayor said that food security was the
biggest problem in the present era
and added that many countries were
still facing this problem.

He shared that Pakistan was an
agricultural country with about 65
percent of its economy based on sus-
tainable agriculture. He stressed that
we needed to promote good quality
seeds and had to use technologies
through which water could be saved.

“This is so unfortunate that despite
being an agricultural country, we still
import wheat and pulses. We need to
get out of this situation as soon as

possible. We have agricultural land
and manpower. We just need serious-
ness and dedication.” The mayor said
that every person had the right to get
clean drinking water and healthy
food. He expressed that steps had to
be taken to save minor children from
malnutrition and expressed that
World Food Day was commemorated
all across the globe to inculcate a
sense of responsibility in people for
the careful use of food resources.

Murtaza Wahab mentioned that he
would like to work with the KU
regarding the acquisition of alterna-
tive energy and the establishment of
laboratories with the help of the SFA.

He observed that there was a need
to establish a technology park that
could easily fulfill the requirements
of today’s world.

Meanwhile, Consul General of
Malaysia Herman Hardynata Ahmad
said that food security was impossi-
ble without the supply of clean water.

He said that agriculture was possi-
ble with water, and water was the
most important ingredient in any diet.

He mentioned that saving water
was everyone’s responsibility.

The international community has
to play an important role in combat-
ing malnutrition. He further said that
most of the world's countries, includ-

ing Pakistan, had abundant water
available. "Still, a large part of the
country’s population is deprived of
clean drinking water, which is a mat-
ter of concern. It is our shared respon-
sibility to ensure the supply of clean
drinking water to the entire popula-
tion," he added. Malaysian CG
Herman Ahmad observed that
Pakistan was a resource-rich country,
but water resources were facing chal-
lenges including floods, droughts,
and climate change. Later, KU Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr Khalid
Mahmood Iraqi said that water had
the most important role in our life.

It is very important in the field of
agriculture as well. In a country like
Pakistan where food security is a
major issue, saving water is a very
important matter. He informed the
audience that the KU DFST had
engaged a good number of private
organizations in the department and
completed several projects under the
public-private partnership scheme
which was a very good sign. He said
that academia should be able to pro-
duce reliable solutions to the indus-
try’s problems and manufacturers’
should also engage academicians
and scholars whenever they faced
difficulties and would like to have
durable solutions.

Turkish Ambassador calls
on Sindh Governor

KARACHI (APP): Turkish
Ambassador to Pakistan Mehmet
Pacaci called on Sindh Governor
Mohammed Kamaran Khan Tessori
at Governor House on Monday.
They discussed Pakistan and
Turkiye relations, the exchange of

delegations in various fields,
investment opportunities and other
issues of  mutual interests.

Governor Tessori said that Pakistan
and Turkiye were two nations but
one soul.

He said that Turkiye and Pakistan
had brotherly relations, rooted in his-

tory. The Turkish Ambassador visited
the site of Bell of Hope and appreci-
ated Governor's iniciative.

He also witnessed articles, used by
Father of the Nation Quaid-i-Azam
Mohammed Ali Jinnah.

British HC calls on Sindh
Governor: British High
Commissioner (HC) to Pakistan Jane
Marriot called on Sindh Governor
Moahmmed Kamran Khan Tessori at
Governor House on Monday.

They discussed economic relations
between Pakistan and Britain,
enhanced cooperation in the field of

education, investment opportunities
in the Sindh province and other issues
of mutual interests. Deputy High
Commissioner of Britain Sara
Mooney was also present on the
occasion.The Governor said the
province offered good opportunities
of investment and British investors
could invest in the province.

The High Commissioner visited
the site of Bell of Hope and appreci-
ated the Governor's initiative. The
envoy also reviewed the articles, used
by Father of the Nation Quaid-i-
Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah.

Rich tribute paid
to former PM
Liagat Ali Khan

LAHORE (APP): The 72nd
death  anniversary  of
Pakistan's first prime min-
ister Shaheed-e-Millat,

KARACHI :

F.P. Report

Allegations of conspiracy against VC
of Jinnah Sindh Medical University

spiracy against Dr. Amjad Siraj Memon

and the university.

Certain elements, based

The involvement of these elements

Sy ' - A Bt
: Sikh Yatrees are being welcomed on their arrival at JCP Wagah Border.

Khan Liaquat Ali Khan,
was observed on Monday
across the country.

Born in Karnal, East
Punjab, Liaquat Ali Khan

got education from
Aligarh Muslim
University, India and
Oxford University,

United Kingdom. Liaquat
Ali Khan then struggled
with Founder of Pakistan
Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
to get a separate home-
land for Muslims of Sub-
continent. Liaquat Ali
Khan was assassinated
on this day in 1951 dur-
ing a public meeting at
Company Bagh in
Rawalpindi which was

later named after him as

‘Liaquat Bagh.’

Noted writer, educa-
tionist Professor Dr.
Kamran paid a rich tribute
to former PM Liaqat Ali
Khan for his role as prime
minister and his contribu-
tion in the Movement of
Pakistan as the ‘right
hand’ of Jinnah as the
Quaid himself termed
him. Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah
passed away on 11
September 1948, but it
was Liaquat who guided
the Pakistani Nation in
crucial moments after the
demise of the Quaid, he
said, adding that he was a
brave and courageous
leader who knew how to
lead Pakistan in different
directions.

on verbal and other biased reports, are
running a condemnable campaign
against Vice Chancellor Dr. Amjad
Siraj Memon of Jinnah Sindh Medical
University (JSMU). These elements are
part of a mafia that is causing harm to
the reputation of JSMU for their per-
sonal gains. These individuals, who
failed to bring their preferred candidate
during the selection of the Vice
Chancellor, are now involved in a con-

includes spreading propaganda and creat-
ing various issues, including leaking of
medical entrance test papers. It should be
noted that the Sindh government has hand-
ed over the matter to the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) after conduct-
ing thorough investigations into the leak-
age of test papers for medical colleges.
The investigation is currently underway,
and soon the roles of those involved in this
matter will be exposed.

participate inthe tender.
Estimated| Bid
Cost | Security
(Rs. In (GEA]
Millions) |Millions)

Name of work

(ADP Scheme No. 1236 /
200004) (2023-24)

Provision of Buildings and| 309.947
Department for NH&MP on

Swat Expressway

6.198

GOVERNMENT OF KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA
PAKHTUNKHWA HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY (PKHA)
PESHAWAR

NOTICE INVITING E-BIDDING

Single Stage Two Envelope E-Bidding

Pakhtunkhwa Highways Authority invites electronic Bids from eligible firms/ contractors in accordance
with KPPRA procurement rules 2014 on single stage two envelope E-Bidding procedure for the following
work. The Bidders should be registered with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Authority (KPRA) and
Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) for the year 2023-24 in relevant category & field of specialization.
The firms enlisted with PKHA having adequate financial soundness, relevant experience, personnel
capabilities, required equipments and others requirement as included in ITB/Bidding Document can

Tender Last date Date of
Entry | Period of EN opening
Fee |completion| time of EL
(Rs.) submission time
3rd 3rd
November | November
92,984/ | 18 months 2023 2023
(12 pm) | (12:30 pm)

rd Time)

tem

$

Il Bidding documents including Priced BOQ/ Engineer Estimate, instruction to bidders (ITB), Draft
ContractAgreement, preamble, Drawings etc. are available on PKHAwebsite (www.pkha.gov.pk) which
can be downloaded for bidding purpose. These documents can also be obtained from the office of Project
Director Provincial Expressways PKHA, Peshawar.

lIl. Tender Entry Fee mentioned above in the shape of call deposit (Non-Refundable) in the name of
Managing Director-PKHA, Peshawar be put in Technical proposal failing which both the Technical and
Financial proposals will be considered as non-responsive.

PROJECT DIRECTOR

Provincial Expressways

INF(P)2549/23
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PDMA works on winter
contingency plan

— to minimize disaster risks

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Provincial Disaster Manag-
ement Authority (PDMA),
under the guidance of the
Relief, Rehabilitation &
Settlement ~ Department
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, is
actively working on its
Winter Contingency Plan
for the year 2023-24.

In an essential pre-win-
ter planning and orientation
meeting, Inayat Ullah
Wasim, Secretary Relief,
Rehabilitation and Settle-
ment Department, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa presided over
the gathering of Additional
Deputy ~ Commissioners
Relief & HR.

Secretary Relief empha-
sized, “this comprehensive
contingency plan aims to
mitigate potential losses
resulting from winter-relat-
ed natural hazards, includ-
ing extreme low tempera-
tures, fog/smog, snowfall,
rainfall, landslides, flash
floods, and seismic activity
in the mountainous north
and west.”

Inayat Ullah Wasim
praised the dedication and
pivotal role played by the
district administration dur-
ing rescue operations and
the Relief and
Rehabilitation phases dur-
ing times of crisis.

He also highlighted the
essential role of Additional
Deputy  Commissioners
(ADCs) Relief and HR as
the “eyes and ears” on the
ground, responsible for
monitoring and reporting
on disaster situations.

Furthermore, he stressed
the importance of under-
standing and adapting to

sized the significance of
proactive planning to miti-
gate the effects of disasters,
reinforcing that prepared-
ness is crucial in reducing
potential damage.

He also stressed the
importance of effective
interaction with medical
staff and healthcare facili-
ties to ensure the availabili-
ty of medical resources dur-
ing disaster situations.

He further emphasized
the need for a robust pre-
planning and coordination
mechanism to ensure that
all stakeholders work seam-
lessly together during
emergencies.

He also addressed the
importance of tourist pre-
paredness, ensuring that the
local tourist industry is ade-
quately prepared to deal
with potential disasters
while prioritizing the safety
of tourists.

Director General of
PDMA, Janat Gul Afridi,
outlined the  Winter
Contingency Plan’s appr-
oach, which stratifies dis-
tricts based on Vulnera-
bility and Risk Assessme-

nts, ranging from very high
to low vulnerability levels.

Each distinct weather
pattern will have its tailored
contingencies. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s unique
geography, topography, and
natural resources make it
susceptible to various cli-
mate-related  challenges
throughout the year, be it in
summer or winter.

Comprehensive data col-
lection tools have been
developed and shared with
stakeholders.

These tools encompass
information related to dis-
trict/sector-specific  haz-
ards, vulnerability profiles,
hazard impacts, damage
assessments, compensation
details, resource mapping,
needs assessments, and
coordination efforts.

Igbal Wazir, Director of
Disaster Risk Management
at PDMA, elaborated on
the proactive preparedness
measures being implement-
ed in line with guidelines
stipulated by the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA).

This approach aims to

streamline responses at
both provincial and district
levels, ensuring seamless
coordination among all
stakeholders.

“We have initiated the
Winter Contingency
Planning process, fostering
collaboration with all perti-
nent stakeholders. We aim
to finalize the plan by mid-
November, with our core
objectives focused on
proactively reducing disas-
ter risks, hazard identifica-
tion, risk assessment, and
resource  mapping  to
enhance our preparedness.

The comprehensive con-
tingency planning for
major hazards will facili-
tate the implementation of
necessary mitigation meas-
ures and ensure a well-
coordinated response to
minimize the loss of life
and property during disas-
ter events.

This all-encompassing
exercise encompasses
resource assessments, haz-
ard analysis, and estimating
potential relief caseloads as
part of the planning
assumptions.”

FC passing out parade held
at Scouts Training Academy

prevailing climatic condi- | &

tions, acknowledging their

impact on disaster pre-

paredness and response.
Secretary Relief empha-

21780
candidates

appear in test

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Entrance Test and Evalu-
ation Agency (ETEA)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
successfully  conducted
written test of 21780 candi-
dates who qualified the
physical test for recruit-
ment in KP police.

According to a press
release issued here on
Monday, as many as 82000
candidates appeared in the
physical test out of which
21780 passed the test and
qualified for the written
exam.

ETEA KP set up 14 cen-
tres in seven divisions of
the province and conducted
the test amid strict security
and vigilance to avoid any
untoward incident and
chances of cheating.

Afghan
refugees to
be deported

PESHAWAR (INP): The
authorities are mulling a
proposal to deport Afghan
refugees imprisoned in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa jails.

The security forces have
started to collect data of the
Afghans involved in differ-
ent crimes and will be sent
back to their country after
getting government’s nod.
According to sources in
police, lists have been pre-
pared of the refugee crimi-
nals which will be forward-
ed to the government.

Meanwhile, 15 days
have been left in federal
government’s deadline for
illegal foreigners to leave
Pakistan, otherwise secu-
rity forces will arrest
them and will ensure their
repatriation.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Passing
Out Parade ceremony cul-
minated of basic military
training at the Scouts
Training Academy in
Warsak, on Monday.

The ceremony witnessed
the presence of distin-
guished guests and proud
families, celebrating the
achievements of 1354
recruits from the 33rd edi-
tion, who successfully
completed their rigorous
training.

The ceremony’s chief
guest, Inspector General

Frontier ~Corps North,
Major General Noor Wali
Khan, graced the event
with his presence.

Major General Noor
Wali Khan inspected the
parade and bestowed
shields, trophies and hon-
ourary swords to those
recruits who exhibited
exceptional performance
throughout their training.

One notable event high-
light was the recognition of
the “Best Performer,” a
Lady Recruit from
Charsadda, who received a
special award for her out-
standing dedication and

skills.

The recruits, who had
tirelessly worked to prepare
for this moment, show-
cased their discipline and
determination as they
marched past and saluted
the Chief Guest.

The ceremony was a tes-
tament to the recruits’ com-
mitment and a heartening
occasion for the families
and well-wishers who
attended in large numbers.

Senior civil & military
present and retired officers
were also among the distin-
guished guests who graced
the event.

Businessmen flay increase
in rents of properties

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
Cantt Business leaders have
expressed concern over rise
in rents of waqf properties
by the Muslim Awgqaf
department under the guise
of unfair rent.

Business leaders
among them Haji Amin
Hussain Babar, President
Peshawar Traders
Chamber Ghulam Bilal
Javed, Former Member
Cantt Board Ghulam
Hussain Chand, Senior
Vice Chairman Sarhad
Chamber Car Dealers
Standing Committee Haji
Ehsan, Senior Vice
President Peshawar
Traders Chamber and for-
mer MPA Arif Yousaf and
other officials expressed

their concern over the rise
in rents.

They will missing a
news statement said the
previous government had
passed a law and the reason
why the increase in rents
has taken place.

The committee appoint-
ed by the affected business-
men to resolve the issue
submitted recommenda-
tions in writing to the
Awqaf department and after
several meetings, the
Muslim Awqaf department
ignored the recommenda-
tions of the committee, they
regretted.

A notification has been
issued in rents which is not
acceptable at any cost and
they will not implement it,
businessmen clarified.
They added the arbitrari-

ness and obstinacy of the
Muslim endowment depart-
ment will prove to be the
economic murder of busi-
nessmen.

If the provincial govern-
ment cannot  provide
employment to the people,
it should not make the
employed people unem-

ployed, they said and
adding the officials of the
Muslim Endowment

department humiliated the
businessmen under the
guise of this black law and
adopted a coercive way,
then all the businessmen of
the province and all the
businessmen of Peshawar
Cantt should join hands
with the affected business-
men in all kinds of protests
and other decisions against
this cruel decision.

PESHAWAR: A vendor on way durng rain in Provincial Capital.

Malgary
Wakelan

calls meeting
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Malgary
Wakelan had constituted a
committee to complete
organizational  structure
across the country while
called parliamentary com-
mittee meeting for nomina-
tion of candidate for
Peshawar High Court Bar
Association (PHCBA)
presidentship for next year,
on Monday.

The meeting was chaired
by Malgary Wakelan
provincial president Farooq
Khattak in which Zar
Badshah, Sagher Ahmad,
Malak Ishfag Ahmad,
Rafiq Mohmand, Ayaz
Warsak, Tayyab Zaman,
Zamir Khan, Sajeed Khan
and Sheikh Fakhar Ayaz
were present.

A committee was consti-
tuted for completion of
organizational  structure
across the country and
scrutiny of aspirant candi-
dates for PHCBA principal
seat upcoming elections.

FIA arrests
six involved

in Hawala
PESHAWAR (APP): The

|| Federal Investigative Age-

ncy (FIA) on Monday arre-
sted six individuals invol-
ved in the illegal activities
of Hawala and foreign cur-
rency smuggling.

The FIA’s conducted the
raids at multiple locations,
including Peshawar,
Abbottabad, and Kohat.

Among the arrested indi-
viduals, two hold Afghan
nationality.

In these operations, a
significant amount of for-
eign currency was seized,
comprising UAE Dirham
42,350 and Saudi Riyal
18,800 and 10 million in
Pakistani currency.

The police, FIA and
other law enforcement
agencies, have intensified
their crackdown on individ-
uals involved in illegal cur-
rency trading and Hawala
networks in the province.

Advisor
directs inquiry

PESHAWAR (APP): Care-
taker Advisor to the Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtun-
khwa for Mineral Deve-
lopment, Planning, Energy
and Power, Dr Sayyed
Sarfaraz Ali Shah on
Monday expressed pro-
found grief over the deaths
of three miners due to
breaking of the mine rope

in Kalakhel area of
Khyber district.
Advisor for Mines

Development, while tak-
ing strong notice of the
incident, directed the
authorities concerned to
conduct a transparent
inquiry into the incident
and take steps for ensuring
safety of the miners in
future.

KP govt prepares
2nd quarterly budget

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Caretaker government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
prepared second quarterly
budget 2023-23 for six
departments of the province
on Monday.

According to the budget
document Rs563 million
rupees has been allocated
for Excise and Taxation
including Rs428 million for
payment of salaries.

Similarly Rs 340 million
rupees has been allocated
for the department of
Industries including Rs202
million rupees for payment
of salaries to employees
and 87 million rupees non-
salary budget, the docu-
ment said.

The finance department
has allocated Rs652 million
for the Minerals’ Depar-
tment, of which which

Rs293 million has bee ear-
marked for salaries and
Rs308 million non-salary
budget.

It further proposed allo-
cation of Rs1036.527 mil-
lion for TEVTA, Rs112.005
million for Printing and
Stationery and Rs250 mil-
lion for the Department of
Labor for payment of
salaries and non-salary
budget.

KPBC observes strike in
solidarity with Palestinians

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council
(KPBC) observed strike
from court proceedings
while Peshawar High Court
and Peshawar Bar
Associations arranged rally
from High Court to
Assembly Chowk in soli-
darity with Palestinians
against Israeli atrocities in
the Gaza Strip, on Monday.

Peshawar High Court
Bar Association (PHCBA)
president Tariq Afridi along
with general secretary

Lajbar Khan led the
lawyers from High Court to
Assembly Chowk in a rally.
However, Peshawar Bar
Association Ishfaq Khalil
along with large number of
lawyers participated in the
rally to show solidarity
with Palestinians.

The lawyers burnt down
the Israeli flag while chant-
ing slogans in solidarity
with  Palestinians  and
argued global community
to stop Israel’s crimes
against humanity. The legal
fraternity displayed
Palestine flags in solidarity.

Moreover,  Peshawar
High Court Bar general
body meeting held at high
court bar room in which
Tariq Afridi and Lajbar
Khan along with other
lawyers were present. The
legal fraternity argued
international community to
act against Israeli aggres-
sion against Palestinians.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Bar Council argued Islamic
countries to boycott Israel
in every aspect of life to
compel him for stoppage of
crimes against humanity in
Palestine.

Karsaz tragedy:

16th anniversary
to be observed

PESHAWAR (APP): On
the directives of the PPP
Chairman, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, KP chapter of the
party has decided to
observe the 16th anniver-
sary of Karsaz tragedy in a
befitting manner.

PPP Chairman, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari will address
the anniversary functions
across the country through
video link.

According to Deputy
Secretary Information
PPP KP, Gohar Ingilabi,
the speech of the party
chairman would be broad-
casted live in the
province. He said arrange-
ments for the live broad-

casting of the speech
would be made at all dis-
trict headquarters.

In this connection, he
said that all ticket holders,
all subsidiary party affiliat-
ed wings, local party office
bearers and workers have
been issued directives to
ensure their attendance in
the public meetings of
October 18.

He said that the party
will begin its pre-election
activities from the 16th
anniversary of the Karsaz
tragedy and PPP chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in
his address to the party
workers will announce his
electoral strategy.

Awareness

session held

PESHAWAR (APP): An
awareness session against
plastic pollution was held
at Hangu district.

Faraz Ahmad, a
Teaching Excellence and
Achievement program
alumnus, conducted a
“Plastic-Free Campus:
Reducing Plastic Waste and
Promoting Recycling”
information session that
was attended by cross sec-
tion of the society.

The seminar was part of
a Pakistan-US Alumni
Network small grants pro-
gram. The program was
aimed to raise awareness
about environmental chal-
lenges through seminars at
secondary schools and col-
leges.

Faculty members, aca-
demia and students besides
civil society attended.

Seminar on climate
change arranged

PESHAWAR (APP): In
joint collaboration, Firdous
Welfare Organization and
Forest Department Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa arranged a
seminar on climate change
and its impacts at City
District College here on
Monday.

At the seminar,
Professor Dr Sabah Sahib
(gold medalist) briefed the
audience in detail on cli-
mate change and its impact

on life.
The students took keen
interest in information

regarding climate change
and its remedial measures.
A question-answer session
was also arranged for the
students.

Chairperson  Firdous
Welfare Organization,
Muslim Taj and

Community Development
Officer, Forest Department,
Aleema Ata were present

on the occasion.

Chairperson  Firdous
Foundation, Muslim Taj
said no one can deny the
credibility of forests in
human life adding that thor-
ough plantation drives the
forest areas would be
increased. She urged the
students and teachers to
persuade the people to plant
a maximum number of
trees in their respective
areas.

World Food Day observed with theme

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: World Food
Day observed with the title
of sustainable agriculture,
utilization of water
resources properly and
empowering framers key
for food security globally,
on Monday.

According to details, as
part of World Food Day
2023 celebrations Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) of the United
Nations (FAO) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa KP Office in
collaboration with PepsiCo
Pakistan, a leading global
food and beverage corpora-
tion, hosted a cross-sectoral
panel discussion at
University of Agriculture in

Peshawar.

The panel discussion
focused on the Living Indus
Initiative, highlighting the
theme, “Water is life, Water
is food. Leave no one
behind,” aiming to raise
awareness about food secu-
rity, sustainable agriculture,
and the fight against global
hunger and poverty. Senior
representatives from World
Food Programme, UN
Women, PepsiCo, and the
government of Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa, as well as aca-
demics, were in attendance.

This theme harmonious-
ly aligns with the goals of
the Living Indus Initiative,
a collaborative venture
between the Government of
Pakistan and UN agencies,

dedicated to repairing and
restoring the ecological
health of the Indus River
Basin, especially in the face
of pressing climate chal-
lenge.

Farrukh Toirov, FAO’s
Head of Office in KP, high-
lighted the nexus between
the mighty Indus River and
the region’s agricultural
prospects. He emphasized
the importance of water for
agriculture and food securi-
ty. He stressed the need for
responsible and efficient
water management to sup-
port sustainable agriculture
through initiatives like the
Living Indus Initiative.
This approach helps build
resilience in the face of cli-
mate  challenges  and

ensures access to balanced
and nutritious food for all.

Haseeb Malik, Director
of Agriculture Operations
at PepsiCo Pakistan, dis-
cussed the company’s
efforts in the panel. He
focused on restoring the
Indus Basin, promoting
sustainable agriculture, and
supporting farming com-
munities, particularly
women. Malik highlighted
PepsiCo Pakistan’s com-
mitment to sustainable
water management, equip-
ping farmers with knowl-
edge and technology for
sustainable water use. He
also mentioned their dedi-
cation to water conserva-
tion in company operations
and communities. He also

added that the scope of the
Living Indus Initiative
aligns with PepsiCo’s glob-
al pep+ (PepsiCo Positive)

to empower farmers

sustainability agenda and |
aspirations for creating a -

more resilient agricultural
system that benefits both
people and the planet.

Dr Rizwan Ahmed Reg-
istrar Agriculture Unive-
rsity Peshawar moderated
the panel discussion. While
other panelist included, Dr
Abdul Bari, DG Agricul-
ture Research, Government
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Dr. Jan Mohammad, Direc-
tor General, Agriculture
Extension and Zainab Qai-
ser Khan, Head of UN Wo-
men, Sub Office in KP and
Louis Sowe, World Food

Programme (WFP) Head in
KP. They highlighted criti-
cal issues that held the key
to Pakistan’s in particular

Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa’s

agricultural future.
Panelists also discussed

ensuring equitable water

access for small farmers,
sustainable farming prac-
tices championed by
women for food security,
battling climate change for
agricultural resilience, and
empowering women and
youth for inclusive agricul-

ture. By bringing together
diverse perspectives and
innovative ideas, this panel
discussion aimed to chart a
path towards a more
resilient and inclusive agri-
cultural  landscape in
Pakistan.
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[ KP Minister |

visits Kohat Jail
F.P. Report

KOHAT:  Provincial
caretaker Minister for
Prisons, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Justice
(R) Irshad Qaiser on
Monday visited District
Jail Kohat. According
to Regional Information
Directorate,
Superintendent of
Kohat Jail Abdul Bari
warmly welcomed the
minister, Later, Abdul
Bari gave a detailed
briefing about the histo-
ry and problems of the
Kohat Jail. The Minister
planted a sapling on the
jail premises and visited
the Tailoring and Art
Center and appreciated
the skill development
program in the jail.
Apart from this, the
minister inspected the
women's barracks and
inquired about their
problems. She appreci-
ated the steps taken to
transform the jail into a
rehabilitation center and
for the welfare of the
inmates.

Removal of

Director sought
F.P. Report

BANNU: Retired Dis-
trict session Judge
Abdul Rauf Khan,
Member of Board of
Governors Medical
Teaching  Institution
(MTI) criticized Khalifa
Gul Nawaz hospital's
Director Gulzar Ahmad
Khan on his ill deeds
and appealed to resign
and give back the facili-
ties and salaries volun-
tarily otherwise will
complaint against him
to NAB and anti-cor-
ruption. As per details,
the member of Board of
Governor MTI Bannu
retired District Session
Judge Abdul Rauf Khan
sent a letter to the
Chairman board of
Governor Doctor Saeed
Khan against the cor-
rupt practices of retired
Colonel Gulzar Ahmad
Khan and appealed him
to remove him from his
office and take back all
the facilities given to
him. The letter was also
sent to the Secretary
Health, Secretary to
Governor,  Secretary
Policy Board MTI,
Medical Director, Dire-
ctor Finance, Members
of MTI Bannu.

Protest rally
against Israel
F.P. Report

BUNER: The District
Bar Buner lawyers on
Monday were jointly
passed resolution
staged protest walk and
protest demo stration
against the occupied
Israel conversion
against innocent
Palistine. The lawyers
were boycotted court
proceedings gathered at
bar room jointly passed
resolution condemning
Israel for brutal attacks
on armless innocent
Palistine.The resolution
demanded Pak army
intervention for protec-
tion the innocent
Palistine.The resolution
demanded OIC to play
due role and demanded
the UN security council
to immediately stop the
war. The lawyers staged
walk from bar room to
Daggar Chowk where
they staged protest
demonstration.  The
lawyers during walk
and protest demo were
carried play cards with
slogans against Israel
America France Europe
and India.The lawyers
also shouted full throat
slogans against Israel
and its allies in the
attacking against
Palistine. The bar presi-
dent advocate Rafique
Ahmed Khan and gen-
eral secretary advocate
Hazrat Husain
Yousafzai
addressed.They
reminded Muslims the
Pak government the
OIC force and the UN
due role they should
play for protection the
armless innocent
Palistine who were
under sever ariel strike
from Israel and the
innocent Palistine were
helpless to burry dead
treat injured feed live
and to protect women
and children while the
Muslims the OIC the
UN were taken mums
over this day night bru-
tality,the concluded.

his visit District Jail.

KOHAT: KP Caretaker Minister for Prisons, Justice (R) Irshad Qaiser interacting with prisoners during

Councilors demand
funds, power

F.P. Report

JAMRUD: The members of
local councils held a protest
demonstration at Babe-e-
Khyber on Monday against
the provincial government
for not providing funds and
other incentives to them.
Score of members of local
bodies from the across
Khyber including chairman
and general councilors
from village and neighbor-
hood councils attended the

demonstration
The marchers holding
banners and  placards

engraved with slogans in
favor of their demands. The
participants marched from
Bab-e-Khyber to Jamrud
press club while chanting
slogans for their rights.

Addressing on the occa-
sion, speakers including
Azizullah Afridi, Abdul
Manan  Mado Khel,
Ikhthyar Badshah and oth-
ers said that they were
elected in December last
year but the provincial gov-
ernment was using delay
tactics to give them funds
and powers.

Not providing funds to
the representatives of local
bodies (LBs) equllent to
negate our constitutional
status that added and said
the provincial government
should materialize its prom-
ise and at once release
development funds to the
councilors and stop
schemes curtaining powers
of LBs councilors. They
went on that they were

unable to serve their voters
in absence of funds and
powers. It was the responsi-
bility of the government to
devolve powers to the
grassroots level and the
government was trying to
deprive them of the powers
they added and said coun-
cilors of merged districts
are being deceived as devel-
opment funds are not being
supplied, which is injustice
to the people residing in
these backward areas.

They also criticized the
Assistant Director local
government, Khyber for not
solving their problems.
They threatened that if their
miseries were not addressed
then they would initiate the
next protest in front of the
governor house.

People to oppose imposition
of Customs 1in Malakand

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The Adenzai
Qaumi Jirga, a body of area
elders and politicians asked
the administration to remain
careful while issuing state-
ments regarding banning the
non-custom paid (NCP)
vehicles in Malakand divi-
sion.

Speaking at a news con-
ference at the Chakdara
press club, the Jirga chair-
man Khurshid Ali Khan of
PPP, general secretary
Sultanat Yar Bukhari of JI,
Amanullah Khan of PPP,
Hussain Shah Yousafzai of
ANP, Haji Awal Khan of
PTI, Mugarab Khan of ANP,
Naeemullah of PPP, Sartaj
Khan of PKMAP and others
announced the people of
Malakand division would
never accept custom duties
in the region. They said the
local administration should
avoid frustration among the
masses and be careful while
issuing statements regarding
the imposition of custom
duty and banning the non-
custom paid vehicles in the
region.

The Jirga’s members said
that Malakand division had
been the worst affected
region owing to militancy,
earthquakes, floods and
mass displacement during
2009-10. They said that

thousands of local families
had been using NCP vehi-
cles for years. They said the
region was a tax-free zone
under a constitutional cover,
so the government should
not test the nerves of the
local public. The Jirga mem-
bers said the people would
take to the streets if the gov-
ernment tried to implement
the decision of banning NCP
vehicles.

Meanwhile, all Bargain
Associations protested
against the government's
crackdown on non-custom
paid vehicles in Malakand
Division and the imposition
of forced tax. But the gov-
ernment will be forced to
stop taking away the daily
bread from the poor people
instead of establishing an
industrial zone in Malakand
Division. These views were
expressed by the President
of All Bargain Association
District Dir Payin, Haji
Khan Alam, Qari Badshah
Hussain, Akbar Muhammad,
Tahirzada. Haji Isa Khan
and Mirajuddin  while
addressing a crowded press
conference and protest at the
District Press Club, said that
Malakand Division is a tax-
free zone and the people
here are exempt from taxes,
but the caretaker govern-
ment, which also has a pub-
lic mandate.

Not only are they doing
illegal crackdown against
non-customs vehicles in the
division, but they are bring-
ing the poor people under
the category of tax enforce-
ment, which is absolute cru-
elty and abuse. By spending
money, they started their
own business and employ-
ment, but instead of provid-
ing them with industrial
zones and employment, the
government is harassing
them as well as disrupting
their employment and busi-
ness. They are Pakistani citi-
zens as well as bound by the
laws and regulations and
they cannot even think of
taking any action beyond the
law.

The local police and
excise department have the
job to collect the data, but
the process of data collec-
tion has been entrusted to
the unrelated parties to
make them mentally ill and
deprive them of their right
to livelihood, which is not
allowed in any case, he
said, the poor terror of the
division. The war against
terrorism, floods, earth-
quakes, corona and natural
disasters have faced diffi-
culties and losses. The gov-
ernment is forcing the peo-
ple to commit suicide
instead of protecting their
lives and property.

5 members
gang in Swat

arrested

MINGORA: Police have
arrested five members of
an inter-provincial gang
that used to loot business-
men and locals. Following
a FIR lodged by Abdul
Kareem, a flour dealer,
who fell victim to an armed
robbery on October 8,
2023. Abdul Kareem
reported the incident at the
Mingora police station,
detailing how he was held
at gunpoint and robbed of
Rs. 1.7 million by
unknown assailants on
Gumbad Meira Pathane
road. Promptly responding
to the complaint, RPO
Malakand Muhammad Ali
Khan and DPO Swat
Shafiullah Khan Gandapur
took notice and assigned
the task of investigation to
SDPO City Amjad Khan,
under his supervision, a
specialized team was
formed, consisting of SHO
Mingora Police Station
Mujeeb Alam Khan and
other skilled officers.

Utilizing advanced tech-
nical methods, the police
team successfully traced
the inter-provincial dacoit
group responsible for the
robbery. The breakthrough
in the case came on
October 12 when a police
source provided informa-
tion about the whereabouts
of the gang leader, Hayat
alias Hayate, who had
sought refuge in a relative's
house in Tangi District
Charsadda.

Executing a swift opera-
tion, the police team, led
by SHO Mujeeb Alam
Khan, raided the identified
house in Tangi. The
encounter that ensued was
intense, with SHO Mujeeb
Alam narrowly escaping
harm due to his bulletproof
jacket. In the exchange of
fire, the leader of the dacoit
group, Hayat alias Hayate,
was fatally shot and killed
on the spot.

DPO Swat Shafiullah
Khan Gandapur revealed
that Hayat alias Hayate
was not only a wanted
criminal in Swat but also
faced charges in multiple
cases across  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab
for incidents of snatching.
The recovered loot, valued
at Rs .85 million included
two motor cars and a sig-
nificant cache of arms and
ammunition.

Crackdown on
beggars in Mardan:

11 detained

Anees Takar

MARDAN: District Social Welfare
department cracked down against beggars
in metropolitans of Mardan and detained
11 beggars including one weman. Acting
on orders from Deputy Commissioner
Mardan, Captain (R) Abdul Rehman, and
under the guidance of Additional Deputy
Commissioner Samiur Rehman, District
Social Welfare Officer Jamal Shah
Mohmand, the Superintendent of Darul
Kafala Mardan, Muhammad Ismail Takar,
conducted a focused operation to detain
beggars in various parts of Mardan. This
operation resulted in the apprehension of
approximately a dozen beggars, all of
whom have been duly processed and sent
to Darul Kafala.

Muhammad Ismail Takar shared that
Darul Kafala, which has been closed for
five months, reopened today with this ini-
tiative. A total of 11 beggars were
detained, encompassing one woman, four
elders, and six young men. The primary
objective is to clear the city's key high-
ways and markets of beggars and this anti-
begging campaign will persist until the
beggar network is eradicated.

Takar emphasized that all captured beg-
gars underwent a thorough medical exam-
ination and verification process at the city
police station before being admitted to
Darul Kafala. He pointed out that, due to a
lack of proper facilities for women, the
necessary information was obtained from
the woman beggar, and she was released.
Efforts are underway to establish suitable
arrangements for women at Darul Kafala
in the near future.

Ismail Takar also shed light on the com-
prehensive support provided to beggars
during their stay at Darul Kafala. Beggars
are cared for over a three-month period,
receiving essential necessities such as
food, clothing, medical care, and, where
applicable, training in practical skills like
tailoring and computer courses.

Takar encouraged citizens to promptly
report the presence of professional beggars
and peddlers to the local police or Darul
Kafala. He emphasized that this is a criti-
cal step in ridding society of these issues,
which lead to more significant problems.

Addressing this problem collectively will
help cleanse our society of these ills.

One day workshop held: A one-day
workshop on “Food Product Development
& Commercialization” took place on
Wednesday at the Department of Food
Science & Technology, Abdul Wali Khan
University Mardan in collaboration with
ORIC. Prof. Amjad Igbal, Chairman
Department of Food Science &
Technology & Dr. Tarig Mehmood,
Director ORIC welcomed the speaker and
participants.

The speaker, Mr. Hamayun Haseeb
Baig from English Food Manufacturers
spoke about the aim and importance of the
Food  Product Development &
Commercialization. He elaborated that
food product development starts with idea
generation, which is followed by market
research, feasibility study, recipe/formula-
tion development, prototype creation, pro-
duction and manufacturing, quality assur-
ance and testing, packaging design, regu-
latory compliance, marketing and brand-
ing, test market, full-scale production,
product launch, post-launch evaluation,
product expansion and innovation.

Prof. Amjad Igbal has talked on the
importance of Food in general and the role
of Technology specifically. He said that
food product development & commercial-
ization is the process of creating new food
products or improving existing ones to
meet consumer demands and market
trends. It involves a series of steps, from
idea generation to commercialization, and
often requires collaboration between vari-
ous professionals, including food scien-
tists, chefs, nutritionists, and marketing
experts.

A large number of students from FST
and other departments attended the work-
shop. The students have also displayed
posters and products they have developed
for competition. Miss Sumaya, Miss
Nadia and Miss Hafsa have won first
Prize in Poster Competition, whereas the
product developed by Mr. Talha, Mr.
Sadeeq Akber and Mr. Mian Yasin Ali
Shah has won first prize. Dr. Sadiq Shah,
Mr. Hisham Javed, Mr. Fawad Ahmad
and Mr. Syed Umair Shah were also pres-
ent at this occasion.

Mass wedding ceremony

for 20 couples arranged

F.P. Report

LANDI KOTAL: Twenty
couples tied the knot in a
mass wedding ceremony
held here in Kando Khel
village of Landi Kotal dis-
trict Khyber.

The welfare activity was
organized under the aus-
pices of Shinwari Welfare
Organization. Beside office
bearers of the organization,
a large number of tribal eld-
ers, administration and
police officials, political
and welfare associations’

workers, relatives of the
bride grooms and brides
and local tribesmen partici-
pated in the moot.

The main attraction of
the collective wedding cer-
emony was 20 young bride-
grooms wearing garlands
on the occasion. Beside,
cash, the couple was given
dowry comprising com-
modities of daily usage
including furniture and
home appliances worth of
Rs.0.2 million.

Haji Aslam Shinwari, the
Central President of the wel-

fare organization said that
the aim of wellbeing activi-
ty was to assist the down-
trodden families who could
not afford to marry their
children. Although keeping
in view high demands, this
year, they financed the
expenses of marriages of 20
couples that were selected
from Shinwari, Afridi and
Shelmani tribes.

According to the organ-
izers selection had been
made on age and elderly
bridegrooms were given
priority.
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All-weather friendship: The evolving Pakistan-China relationship

A.R Ansari

of Pakistan at

international
forums, particularly on issues
related to Kashmir. China has

tional road

est and most spectacular interna-

Karakoram Highway as evi-

connections
poised for an

Highway, known for its sharp
bends and limitations.

It is
overhaul, of state-

one of the pivotal projects,
prominently taking center stage
as the primary highlight of
Prime Minister Kakar's visit. A

handed over to NHA for opera-
tion
required

after completion and

training.  Various
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AKISTAN and China's
Prelationship is often
referred to as an "all-
weather friendship' owing to
strong political, economic, and
military ties. This friendship
has evolved over several
decades, based on mutual
interests and cooperation in
the fields of economic develop-
ment, military and defense,
and infrastructure projects,
cultural exchanges and peo-
ple-to-people contacts have
also grown, with an increasing
number of Pakistani students
studying in China and a surge
in Chinese expatriates living
and working in Pakistan.
Despite the strong ties, there
have been challenges in the
Pakistan-China relationship
like concerns about the terms
and conditions of Chinese
loans and investments under
CPEC, owing to Pakistan's
growing debt burden and
security concerns in the bor-
der region.
China has been a staunch ally

supported Pakistan's stance on
the Kashmir conflict and has
shielded Pakistan from diplo-
matic isolation in the United
Nations and other international
organizations. China is holding
its third Belt and Road forum in
Beijing where representatives
from over 130 countries are join-
ing to celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of the Belt and Road
Initiative.

The Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) is a massive infrastructure
and economic development
project initiated by China. It
aims to create a network of
roads, railways, ports, and other
infrastructure that connects
China to Europe, Africa, and
other parts of Asia. CPEC is a
flagship project of the BRI ini-
tiative- a collection of infrastruc-
ture projects that include the
construction of highways, rail-
ways, pipelines, and the devel-
opment of the strategic Gwadar
Port. The world has witnessed
in 1979, one of the world's high-

dence of all-weather friendship,
that connects Pakistan and
China, making it one of the
world's highest and most chal-
lenging engineering feats. The
Karakoram Highway holds
strategic significance, providing
China with access to the Arabian
Sea via Gwadar, very essential
for China's energy and trade
interests.  The  Karakoram
Highway stretches for approxi-
mately 1,300 kilometers (810
miles) from Hasan Abdal near
Islamabad to the Chinese city of
Kashgar in Xinjiang. The
Karakoram highway is subject to
harsh weather conditions, espe-
cially in the winter, and has
faced issues such as landslides
and road closures due to natural
disasters.

Pakistan's Prime Minister,
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar, visit to
China sets the stage for a new
era for CPEC projects, particu-
larly in the acceleration of the
Thakot-Raikot section- a critical
segment of the Karakoram

of-the-art tunnels, for reducing
travel time and enhancing safety.
The road classification will be
advanced from Class 4 to Class
2, signaling an upgrade in its
quality and the permitted speed
limit will be increased, promis-
ing swifter and more efficient
travel.

This development extends
beyond mere travel enhance-
ments. It holds the potential to
revolutionize cargo transport,
making it more efficient and
cost-effective. The improved
road network will support heav-
ier cargo loads, streamlining the
transportation of goods with
greater ease and efficiency. The
Karakoram Highway looms as a
prominent highlight of this his-
toric partnership. It signifies
more than just a road; it's a sym-
bol of friendship, cooperation,
and a shared vision for a
brighter, more interconnected
future.

The Highway Research &
Training Centre also stands as

promising  Joint  Research
Program is envisioned with the
Government of China from 2023
to 2027, aiming to foster collab-
oration and innovation in vari-
ous domains of highway engi-
neering. A formal memorandum
of joint research extension will
be finalized and entered into
during the PM's visit to China.
This program aims to foster col-
laboration and innovation in var-
ious domains of highway engi-
neering.

This extension is poised to be
a cornerstone of the cooperation
in the road infrastructure while
the National Highway Authority
is a vanguard of such coopera-
tion. It is agreed to construct the
Highway Research and Training
Center spread over 530 acres by
a Chinese Contractor/
Consultant under a Chinese
Grant of Rs.15 billion. It
includes infrastructure, a Test
track, and indoor and outdoor
lab equipment which will be

research Projects in Reclaimed
Asphalt, Bridges and
Tunnelling, training and degree
courses in China, development
of engineering design manuals
and standards for Pakistan are
some of the key target areas of
this project.

Pakistan-China relationship is
poised to continue evolving,
adapting to the ever-changing
global landscape. With a shared
commitment to deepening ties
and fostering enduring peace,
this friendship remains a corner-
stone of stability in a rapidly
shifting world.Pakistan and
China are not just strategic allies
but genuine friends, encouraging
a legacy of collaboration that
continues to shape the future.
The Pakistan-China relationship
serves as a compelling case
study of how nations can accom-
plish prosperity and progress
through resolute partnership,
surpassing borders and generat-
ing a conduit to a happier future
for all.
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6 killed in Russian attacks on
Ukraine as Kyiv continues
drone counterstrikes

KYIV (AP):

the Ukrainian military's

forces, told journalists that forces
defending the area had faced 10 sepa-
rate attacks in the space of 24 hours.
"The enemy is trying to attack us
in the direction of Kupiansk to encir-
cle it and reach the banks of the Oskol
River," Yevlash told Ukrainian televi-
sion. He said that Ukrainian forces in
the town of Lyman in the Donetsk
region had also faced heavy attack.
Russia's UN ambassador,
Nebenzia, told a UN Security Council
meeting that the intensified attacks in

Russian attacks on
Ukraine over a 24-hour period killed
six people, local officials reported.
Two people were killed and three
more injured in the Kherson area
after more than 100 shells bombarded
the region over the weekend, local
governor Oleksandr Prokudin wrote
on social media. Two guided bombs
later hit key infrastructure in Kherson
city, sparking a partial blackout and
disruption to the area's water supply,
reported the head of the city's military
administration, Roman Mrochko.
Local officials said two more peo-
ple died in the Donetsk area and that
a 57-year-old man and a 54-year-old
woman were kKilled by an airstrike
that destroyed their home in the
Kharkiv region. In a separate inci-
dent, a 14-year-old boy was killed by
a mine in a field in Ukraine's
Mykolaiv region, Interior Minister
Ihor Klymenko said. The explosion
also injured another 12-year-old boy.
Fighting remained fierce across east-
ern Ukraine over the weekend, with
Russian forces repeatedly attempting
to encircle the city of Kupiansk in the
Kharkiv region, military officials
said. Illia Yevlash, spokesperson for

Ukrainian

eastern

Vassily

the east amounted to a new stage in
Moscow's campaign in Ukraine.
"Russian troops have, for several
days now, switched over to active
combat action practically throughout
the entire front line.
counteroffensive
therefore be considered finished," he
said. Meanwhile, the Russian defense
ministry announced that Ukraine had
launched 27 drones in an overnight
attack on western Russia.

Officials said that 18 drones were
shot down over the Kursk region,
leading to speculation in the Russian
press that the attack could have been
targeting the nearby Khalino military
airfield. Images on social media
showed burning debris just 1.5 kilo-
meters (1 mile) from the air base,
which was previously attacked by
Ukrainian forces at the end of
September. Writing on social media,
Kursk Gov. Roman Starovoit said
that debris had fallen in the region's
namesake capital and the nearby vil-

... The so-called
can

border.

lage of Zorino. No casualties were
reported. Officials also said that two
more drones had been shot down over
Russia's Belgorod region, but did not
confirm the fate of the remaining
seven drones. Ukrainian media out-
lets later said that Kyiv's forces had
carried out a successful strike on
Russia's Krasnaya Yaruga electrical
substation, close to the Ukrainian

The reports cited an unnamed
source from within Ukraine's security
services and included a video that
appeared to show an aerial strike
against an unidentified target. The
Associated Press could not independ-
ently verify the reports. Moscow also
said that it had intercepted a Global
Hawk drone close to Russia's Black
Sea border. A Su-27 fighter was
scrambled to intercept the drone,
which turned away and ultimately did
not cross into Russian airspace, the
Russian defense ministry said in a
statement on social media.

Egypt looking to host
int’] meeting on Palestine 1ssue

CAIRO (Agencies): Egypt
has sent invitations to host
an international regional
summit aimed at addressing
the recent developments
relating to the Palestinian
issue, the Presidency said
in a statement. The govern-
ment is intensifying com-
munication with regional
and international relief
organizations in order to
deliver the aid needed in
the Gaza Strip, according to
the statement which includ-
ed the resolutions reached
after a meeting of the coun-
try's National Security
Council.

The statement didn't pro-
vide further details on who
was invited or when it
could be held. Israel Latest:
Foreigners Unable to Cross
to Egypt From Gaza Egypt
stands ready to make any
effort to calm the current
situation involving fighting
between Israel and Hamas,
it said while also noting
that the country's national
security is a "red line" and
that there would be "no
complacency" in protecting
it. On the Palestinian side

of the Rafah border cross-
ing, crowds of foreign or
dual nationals are waiting
for it to open so they can
flee the Gaza Strip.

The crossing is the only
passage in and out of the
Gaza Strip not controlled
by Israel, but it was forced
to stop operating earlier this
week following Israeli
airstrikes. The crossing has
since remained closed, as
Egypt, Israel and Hamas
have not reached an agree-
ment to reopen it to let peo-
ple out or to deliver med-
ical supplies and other
humanitarian aid to the
besieged Gaza Strip. This is
despite planeloads of inter-
national humanitarian aid
arriving at airports in
Egypt. The World Food
Programme tweeted that it
is waiting to truck high-
energy biscuits into Gaza.
Israel has now cut off the
flow of food, medicine,
water and electricity to
Gaza, pounded neighbour-
hoods with airstrikes and
told the estimated one mil-
lion residents of the north
to flee south ahead of

Israel's planned attack. The
Gaza Health Ministry said
more than 2,300
Palestinians have been
killed since the fighting
erupted last weekend.
Relief groups have called
for the protection of the
over two million civilians
in Gaza urging an emer-
gency corridor be estab-
lished to get the humanitar-
ian aid in. As the humani-
tarian situation worsens in
Gaza, Egypt is coming
under more and more pres-
sure from the international
community to open the
crossing. "My daughters
have coordinated with the
German Foreign Office for
me to be able to leave, but I
can't,” Nadia Baraka, a
German national of
Palestinian origin, told
Euronews. "We came and
we saw everything closed.
Why are they laughing at
us? At least help us to
leave. I just want to leave,"
she said. Ibrahim Al-
Qarinawi, a Swiss national,
was visiting his family in
Gaza when the violence
began. "The war started and

we were besieged here.
This war is very cruel.
There's no water, no elec-
tricity, no telephone, no
internet, nothing but death
and destruction," he told
Euronews.

One American passport
holder felt very fortunate
just to have reached the
border with Egypt, even
though it remains closed.
"After seeing the situation
in Gaza, the houses being
destroyed and people dying
under rubble, I say that God
has given me a new life
because 1 managed to get
here," Raghda Abu
Shaaban said. "I want to
leave and go back to
America, but I will leave
my heart here. Nothing is
as valuable as a human
being," she added. It is not
however safe in Rafah.
Five days earlier an Israeli
bomb landed nearby. The
conflict began after hun-
dreds of fighters from the
militant group Hamas
entered Israel and killed
around 1,300 people, most
of them civilians, on 7
October.

Poland’s pro-EU opposition
set for majority, exit poll shows

WARSAW (Agencies):
Poland's opposition is on
track for a majority in elec-
tion, an exit poll showed,
an upset that would deny
the ruling nationalists a
third term and steer the
country back into the
European mainstream. The
Civic Platform under for-
mer European Council
President Donald Tusk won
32% of the vote, according
to the Ipsos survey for the
country's main broadcast-
ers. The Third Way alliance
had 13%, with the Left
party at 8.6%, giving the
three groups 248 seats in
the 460-strong lower house
of parliament.

Turnout was an estimat-
ed 73%, an all-time record.
A later poll due in the early
hours was delayed amid
scenes of long lines at
polling stations well into
the night. Victory for the
opposition would end a
tumultuous  period in

Poland's relationship with
the European Union, which
has withheld more than 35
billion ($37 billion) to pun-
ish Warsaw for curbing the
independence of judges and
the media during eight
years of Law & Justice
rule. The zloty gained after
the result was announced.
"This is the end of the bad
times, the end of Law &
Justice rule," Tusk told
jubilant  supporters in
Warsaw after exit poll
results were announced.
"Poland won, democracy
won."

The ruling Law &
Justice party took the most
votes with 37%, a result
that would in theory give it
the first shot at forming a
coalition. But that will
prove fruitless as long as
Tusk's allies have a block-
ing majority. A potential
Law & Justice ally, the far-
right Confederation party,
took just 6.2% of the vote.

Law & Justice leader
Jaroslaw Kaczynski called
the result a "victory,"
though said a third term for
the nationalists was in
doubt. "This we don't know
yet," he told supporters.
When Law & Justice came
to power in 2015, Poland
was seen as a poster child
for Europe's post-commu-
nist transformation, but
since then it has stacked the
top court with allies and
used the state broadcaster
to pump out government
propaganda.

A win for Tusk would
also mark a shift in the tide
of populist forces in
Europe. Slovakia's Robert
Fico, a former premier and
ally of Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban, is
set to return to power this
month after winning on a
campaign to halt military
aid to Ukraine and migra-
tion. Poland has been
polarized by an election

campaign that featured
vicious personal attacks
traded between Tusk and
Law & Justice leader
Jaroslaw Kaczynski. Tusk
was accused by the ruling
party of being too cozy
with Moscow - and of tak-
ing orders from Berlin. In
government, Tusk would
face a challenge in unify-
ing parties whose differ-
ences prevented them from
running on a joint platform
in the election. He would
also contend with a head of
state, Andrzej Duda, who
is a former Law & Justice
member able to veto legis-
lation. Monetary policy
would also likely be
impacted, since the central
bank governor, Adam
Glapinski, has close ties to
the ruling party and was
accused last month of
seeking to tilt the playing
field with an outsized
interest-rate cut ahead of
the vote.

Brian Mwenda: Kenya’s ‘fake lawyer’ thanks his supporters

NAIROBI (Agencies): A
man accused of practising
law without qualifications
has said he is innocent - and
thanked people who have
come out in support of him.
Legal officials in Kenya
urged police to arrest a man
practicing under the name
"Brian Mwenda". They said
the man was a "masquerad-
er" who had stolen the iden-
tity of a real lawyer, named
Brian Mwenda Ntwiga.
Local media reported that
a "fake lawyer" had won
dozens of lawsuits despite
not being trained. The case

has captivated the East
African country over the
past few days, eliciting reac-
tions from outrage to
amusement. Despite con-
demnation by the Law
Society of Kenya (LSK) and
the country's Director of
Public Prosecutions, the
alleged imposter has gar-
nered several supporters. He
has been praised by Kenya's
Central Organisation of
Trade Unions (COTU) as a
"brilliant young mind" who
has succeeded "without tra-
ditional qualifications". He
has also been backed by

Mike Sonko, the controver-
sial former governor of
Kenya's capital, Nairobi. Mr
Sonko posted a video on
social media, in which he
said the man standing next
to him is the accused "fake
lawyer". The man in the
video, who appeared to be
Mr Mwenda, said: "I would
like to convey my gratitude
to the people that are sup-
porting me and praying for
me... in the fullness of time I
will be able to clear this mis-
understanding.

"I will be also be able to
provide my innocence and

provide the actual context."

He said he would go to a
police station and provide
officers with a statement
"hopefully” on Monday or
Tuesday. Mr Sonko, a divi-
sive politician who has
faced allegations of drug
trafficking and money laun-
dering, said those attacking
the "fake lawyer" are "nin-
compoops". "He's never
killed anyone, he's not a ter-
rorist,” Mr Sonko said.
Despite this backing, Kenya's
director of public prosecu-
tions said "Mr Mwenda"
faces prosecution.

Families
urged to house
Ukrainian
refugees

BERLIN (BBC): More
families are needed to offer
Ukrainian refugees a place
to live in Guernsey, the
States has said. A sponsor-
ship scheme has been run-
ning over the past 12
months which has helped
find accommodation on the
island for 16 Ukraine
nationals. It reopened and
islanders who are willing
and able are urged to sign
up.
Deputy Rob Prow said
he wanted to thank those
"who have welcomed peo-
ple into their homes".
Sponsors receive a pay-
ment of £349 per month,
per household, to assist
with bills. The initial 12-
month sponsorship period
will shortly end. The States
said contact was being
made with the 16 Ukraine
nationals to check on their
circumstances and whether
they are able to continue
with the scheme. President
of the Committee for Home
Affairs, Deputy Prow, said:
"We are again appealing to
the people of Guernsey for
anyone who feels they are
able to offer appropriate
accommodation to a
Ukrainian national already
in the island, to contact our
team so that we can review
your circumstances." He
said the people of Ukraine
had "been through so
much" and the sponsorship
scheme provided a "further
opportunity for islanders to
make a very tangible con-
tribution”.

Philippines
accuses China

MANILA (Agencies): The
Philippines has accused
China of conducting "dan-
gerous manoeuvres” in the
disputed South China Sea
after a Chinese navy ship
shadowed a Philippine navy
vessel and tried to cross its
path. The Philippines said
the incident took place on
October 13 near Thitu
Island, known as Pag-asa
Island in the Philippines,
after the BRP Benguet
issued a radio warning to
the People's Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN) Ship
621.

The PLAN ship then
shadowed the Benguet,
which was on a resupply
mission, before attempting
to cross the ship's bow at a
distance of 320 metres (350
yards), the Philippines
Armed Forces said in a
statement on Facebook. It
also posted a video of the
encounter. Thitu, part of the
Spratly Islands chain, was
occupied by the Philippines
in the 1970s and is now
home to as many as 400
people. "These [dangerous]
manoeuvres pose signifi-
cant risks to maritime safe-
ty, collision prevention, and
danger to human lives at
sea," Vice Admiral Alberto
Carlos, the chief of Western
Command, said in the state-
ment. "China must immedi-
ately halt these unsafe
actions and conduct them-
selves in a professional
manner by adhering to
international law." The
Philippines and China,
which claims almost the
entire South China Sea,
have had several encounters
in recent months in areas
within Manila's 200-nauti-
cal-mile (370km) exclusive
economic zone (EEZ). Last
month, divers from the
Philippine Coast Guard
removed a floating barrier
installed at Scarborough
Shoal, which Beijing seized
from Manila after a
months-long standoff in
2012.

General Romeo
Brawner, the chief of staff
of the Philippines Armed
Forces, urged China to stop
its "dangerous manoeuvres
and aggressive actions
towards Philippine ves-
sels", which he said risked
causing a collision and
endangering "the lives of
maritime personnel from
both sides". Several inci-
dents have also been report-
ed at Second Thomas Shoal
during resupply missions to
the Sierra Madre, which the
Philippines  deliberately
grounded on the reef in
1999 in an attempt to bol-
ster its claim to the waters.
The shoal lies about 195km
(121 miles) northwest of
the Philippine province of
Palawan. The Permanent
Court of Arbitration in The
Hague ruled in 2016 that
China's claim to the South
China Sea had no legal
basis but Beijing has
ignored the decision,
expanding and developing
military outposts in the dis-
puted waters and deploying
its fishing fleets, maritime
militia and coast guard to
assert its claim.

US Congress
handcuffed by
Republican feud

WASHINGTON (Reuters): As the flames
of war burn in the Middle East and
Ukraine, the US Congress is immobilized
by a brawl among Republicans, a dysfunc-
tion that even some in Donald Trump's
party worry is giving comfort to the
The House of
Representatives has drifted leaderless for
12 days since eight of its 221 Republicans
ousted Speaker Kevin McCarthy. That has
held up any legislative action, from debat-
ing further aid to Ukraine as it battles a
Russian invasion to a statement of support
for ally Israel in its war with Hamas.
Republicans nominated hardliner Jim
Jordan for speaker, but it was not clear if
the longtime antagonist of party leadership
would have the support needed to win a
floor vote this week. McCarthy's removal
was the latest in a series of self-created
crises Congress has faced in a year that
saw lawmakers bring the federal govern-
ment to the brink of defaulting on its $31.4
trillion in debt and just two weeks ago nar-
rowly avert the fourth partial US govern-
ment shutdown in a decade. That latter
move led to McCarthy's ouster by col-
leagues angry that the spending bill passed
with more Democratic than Republican
votes, even though any measure passed by
the House needs to clear the Democratic-
controlled Senate and be signed by
Democratic President Joe Biden to become
law. Some House Republicans voiced frus-
tration and anger that they have gone so
long without being able to choose a leader.
"The world is on fire. Our adversaries are
watching what we do and ... quite frankly,
they like it," said Republican House
Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman
Michael McCaul. Speaking to reporters as
his colleagues huddled to discuss their next
moves, McCaul added, "I see a lot of
threats out there. One of the biggest threats
I see is in that room because we can't unify
as a conference." The dysfunction was
undermining Americans' already weak
confidence in Congress, with two-thirds of
respondents to a Reuters/Ipsos survey this

nation's adversaries.

month saying they did

Washington politicians could set aside par-
tisan differences for the good of the nation.
Half said they did not believe lawmakers
could carry out their most basic function of
passing laws. Former President Trump, the
frontrunner for the 2024 Republican nomi-
nation, has at times been a cheerleader for
the chaos. The logjam continued as fight-
ing in the Middle East intensified with
Israel launching an assault on the Gaza
Strip following a surprise attack by Hamas

top

speaker ...

not believe

fighters. Lawmakers of both parties have
voiced support for Israel, but a leaderless
House has been unable to take any official
action. Republican Representative Zach
Nunn said the conflict hit home in his Iowa
district. He said a local family struggled to
fly out of Israel until a private airplane was
arranged, a Des Moines family was
"trapped” in Gaza and some military
friends aboard US ships now in the
Mediterranean would see their paychecks
suspended if Congress does not avert a
government shutdown next month. "Let's
start passing budgets. Let's start moving
forward with our national security. Let's
stand with our strongest ally in the Middle
East right now. And most importantly, let's
have a government that is functioning,"
Nunn told reporters. House Democrats
echoed that stance.

"We hope our Republican colleagues
will put an end to the self-inflicted chaos
so that we can begin to govern on behalf of
the American people," Representative Pete
Aguilar, a member of House Democratic
leadership, told reporters. The troubles are
not confined to the House.
Democratic-controlled
Republican has since February single-
handedly held up the confirmations of hun-
dreds of military officers, including many
commanders.
Tuberville is protesting a Pentagon policy
that reimburses service members for out-
of-state travel to access abortions. After the
attack on Israel, Tuberville said he will not
drop his blockade of Biden's nominees.
Meanwhile, 20 months into Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine, many Republicans in
Congress want to back away from addi-
tional military and economic aid to Kyiv,
feeding uncertainty about the US commit-
ment to stand up to Russian President
Vladimir Putin. "With the pressing needs
we have right now for additional support
for both Israel and Ukraine, the lack of a
is very problematic," said
Elizabeth Hoffman, director of congres-
sional and government affairs at the Center
for Strategic & International Studies. "The
needs are very urgent and are not getting
less urgent," she said in a telephone inter-
view. All year Congress has been locked in
a bitter struggle as hardline House
Republicans demand profound govern-
ment spending cuts as a way of starting to
tame a budget deficit that reached about
$1.7 trillion in the fiscal year that ended
Sept. 30. As a result, federal agencies face
many of their operations ceasing on Nov.
17 unless a deal can be reached.

In the
Senate, a

Senator Tommy

‘Six months of war in
Sudan has killed 9,000’

CAIRO (AP): Six months
of war between Sudan's
military and a powerful
paramilitary group has
killed up to 9,000 people
and created "one of the
worst humanitarian night-
mares in recent history," the
United Nations humanitari-
an chief said. Sudan has
been engulfed in chaos
since mid-April, when sim-
mering tensions between
military chief Gen. Abdel-
Fattah Burhan and the com-
mander of the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces, Gen.
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo,
exploded into open war-
fare.

"For six months, civilians
... have known no respite
from bloodshed and terror,"
U.N. Undersecretary-
General Martin Griffiths
said in a statement marking
the six-month anniversary
of the war. "Horrific reports
of rape and sexual violence
continue to emerge." The
fighting initially centered in
Khartoum, but quickly
spread to other areas across

the east African nation,
including the already con-
flict-wrecked western
Darfur region. Griffiths said
the fighting reportedly
killed up to 9,000 and
forced millions of people
out of their homes, either to
safer areas inside Sudan or
in neighboring countries. He
said the conflict led to
"communities torn apart.
Vulnerable people with no
access to life-saving aid.
Mounting  humanitarian
needs in the neighboring
countries where millions
have fled."

According to the U.N.
migration agency, more
than 4.5 million people
were displaced inside
Sudan, while over 1.2 mil-
lion others sought refuge in
neighboring countries. The
fighting also left 25 million
people - more than half of
the country's population - in
need of humanitarian aid,
Griffiths said. Adding to the
calamity, a cholera outbreak
was reported in the capital
and other areas in the coun-

try, with more than 1,000
suspected cases detected in
Khartoum and the
provinces of Kordofan and
Qadarif, he said. Since the
breakout of the war, the
Greater Khartoum area - the
cities of Khartoum,
Omdurman and Khartoum
North - has become a battle-
ground, with airstrikes and
shelling taking place in
densely populated areas.
There were reports of rape
and gang rape in Khartoum
and Darfur, mostly blamed
on the Rapid Support
Forces. The RSF and its
allied Arab militias were
also accused by the U.N.
and international rights
groups of atrocities in
Darfur, which was the scene
of a genocidal campaign in
the early 2000s. The recent
atrocities in Darfur prompt-
ed the International
Criminal Court's prosecutor
to declare in July that he
was investigating alleged
war crimes and crimes
against humanity in the lat-
est fighting in the region.

Putin to visit Beijing

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP):
Russian President Vladimir
Putin is expected to meet this
week with Chinese leaders in
Beijing on a visit that under-
scores China's economic and
diplomatic ~ support  for
Moscow during its war in
Ukraine. The two countries
have forged an informal
alliance against the United
States and other democratic
nations that's now complicat-
ed by the Israel-Hamas war.
China has sought to balance
its ties with Israel with its
economic relations with Iran
and Syria, which are strongly
backed by Russia.

Putin's visit is also a show
of support for Chinese leader
Xi Jinping's signature Belt
and Road drive to build
infrastructure and expand
China's overseas influence.
The Russian leader will be
among the highest profile
guests at a gathering marking
the 10th anniversary of Xi's
announcement of the policy,
which has laden countries
such as Zambia and Sri
Lanka with heavy debt after
they signed contracts with
Chinese companies to build
roads, airports and other pub-
lic works they could not oth-
erwise afford. Putin's visit
has not been confirmed, but
Chinese officials have sug-

gested he will be arriving late
Monday. Asked by reporters
about a visit to China, Putin
said it would encompass
talks on Belt and Road-relat-
ed projects, which he said
Moscow wants to link with
efforts taken by an economic
alliance of ex-Soviet Union
nations mostly located in
Central Asia to "achieve
common development
goals." He also downplayed
the impact of China's eco-
nomic influence in a region
that Russia has long consid-
ered its backyard and where
it has worked to maintain
political and military clout.
"We don't have any contra-
dictions here, on the con-
trary, there is a certain syner-
gy," Putin said. Putin noted
that he and Xi will also dis-
cuss growing economic and
financial ~ ties  between
Moscow and Beijing. "One
of the main areas is financial
relations and creating further
incentives for payments in
national currencies," Putin
said. "The volume is grow-
ing rapidly, there are good
prospects in high-tech areas,
in the energy sector."
Alexander Gabuev, direc-
tor of Carnegie Russia
Eurasia Center, said that
from China's view "Russia is
a safe neighbor that is friend-

ly, that is a source of cheap
raw materials, that's a sup-
port for Chinese initiatives
on the global stage and that's
also a source of military
technologies, some of those
that China doesn't have."
"For Russia, China is its life-
line, economic lifeline in its
brutal repression against
Ukraine," Gabuev told The
Associated Press. "It's the
major market for Russian
commodities, it's a country
that provides its currency
and payment system to settle
Russia's trade with the out-
side world - with China
itself, but also with many
other countries, and is also
the major source of sophisti-
cated technological imports,
including dual use goods that
go into the Russian military
machine." Gabuev said that
while Moscow and Beijing
will be unlikely to forge a
full-fledged military alliance,
their defense cooperation
will grow. "I don't expect that
Russia and China will create
a military alliance," Gabuev
said. "Both countries are
self-sufficient in terms of
security and they benefit
from partnering, but neither
really requires a security
guarantee from the other.
And they preach strategic
autonomy."
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Unwarranted
policies of Punjab
interim rulers

HE Punjab interim government is currently ruling

I the province beyond its legal tenure and blatantly

taking steps which do not come under the preroga-
tive of an unelected government in any garb. Recently,
Punjab interim rulers issued orders for the privatization
of 1,000 public schools and brought important amend-
ments in Teachers' pension regulations that prompted
stern resistance from teachers and administrative staff of
public schools resulting in a halt of educational activities
and closure of thousands of public schools across the
province. Presently, tens of thousands of teachers are on
the streets in protest of the Punjab government's recent
decision regarding the privatization of public schools.

After burning hard-earned taxpayers' money in the reno-
vation of shrines, maintenance of graveyards, offering of reli-
gious rituals and service of family and friends, Mr Naqvi and
his cabal of Ministers have now turned to auctioning of
provincial assets in the garb of institutional reforms and pri-
vatization. The interim leaders whose sole worth or ability is
no more than their relationship with the previous rulers or
intimacy with the establishment are currently engaged in
asset making and money grabbing. Constitutionally, framing
new codes and adopting legislation relating to long-term
national or provincial policies is the sole role of politically
elected rulers while the caretaker setup only performs the
urgent administrative functions, oversees the law and order
situation and assists the Election Commission of Pakistan in
holding timely and transparent elections.

According to the reports, the Naqvi government has decid-
ed to hand over 1000 government-run schools to the private
sector and Muslim Hands Pakistan, a non-governmental
organisation (NGO) as a pilot project while the rest of the
public schools would be handed over to the private sector in
the next phase. The reports suggest that the private sector and
NGOs will charge Rs. 2000 per student and will run a lucra-
tive education industry in the province. The Punjab Teachers
Union (PTU) claims that the government is planning to pri-
vatise 10,000 schools and that it is targeting the schools with
the best infrastructure, together with furniture, state-of-the-art
laboratories and other equipment, doling them out to the pri-
vate sector. The PTU further accused the government of
transferring the teachers of the privatised schools to far-flung
areas and offering them early retirement, which not only
demoralises the teachers but affects their performance.
Currently, thousands of teachers across Punjab are resisting
the caretaker government's decision to privatise public
schools and sabotage the pensions and other emoluments.

In the current scenario, the caretaker setups in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have completed their constitutional term
and are dragging their role far beyond their official obligation.
Instead of sticking to their narrow mandate, the interim rulers
are muddling into important policy decisions and causing seri-
ous administrative and legal issues for the public as well as the
future elected government in the province. Several previous
governments had used this recipe by handing over some
schools to NGOs but those projects failed and education stan-
dards were further eroded by such adventures in the past.

Realistically, the incumbent caretaker rulers in the centre
as well as provinces are working well beyond their mandate
in demonstration of self-assumed patriotism and fake nation-
alism. No caretaker leader who so ever is mandated with gov-
ernance and policymaking like the democratically elected
leaders who enjoyed public backing and the trust of the mass-
es. Hence, the Punjab government must review its course and
resist indulging in long-term policy matters that have long-
lasting effects on the masses as well as the government sys-
tem. In fact, there should be strict accountability of caretaker
leaders for their actions and policies during their stay in pub-
lic office so no self-claimed leader could ever abuse his
authority and create problems for the masses in the future.

Pakistan’s
unparalleled hospitality

HE United Nations High Commissioner for

I Refugees (UNHCR) has said that Pakistan has been

hosting Afghan refugees for the last more than 40
years without receiving any funds in return. The volun-
tary repatriation of Afghan refugees from Pakistan to
their home country is continuing after the Government of
Pakistan ordered all illegal immigrants, including Afghan
refugees to leave Pakistani soil. According to authorities at
the Chaman border, more than 5,000 Afghans have
already voluntarily repatriated to their country through
the Chaman-Spin Boldak border crossing in the past few
days.

Millions of Afghan refugees have been living in Pakistan
over the past more than four decades in the aftermath of the
1978 Sour Revolution (Sour Ingilab) followed by the invasion
of the former Soviet Union's Red Army in 1979, that forced
millions of Afghans to migrate to neighbouring Pakistan and
Iran. The majority of Afghan refugees did not return to their
country after withdrawal of the former Soviet Union from
their nation while thousands others came to Pakistan during
the years-long civil war and in the backdrop of the US inva-
sion of Afghanistan. Historically millions of refugees not only
created serious law and order problems in the country but nose
down the already fragile economy of their neighbouring.
Meanwhile, the heroin and Kalashnikov culture, violent
extremism and terrorism are other blessings those come into
our society along with the Afghan Jihad. After the recent
upsurge in terrorism and unceasing economic setback, the
Security and Law Enforcement Agencies warned the govern-
ment that the majority of foreign currency particularly the US
dollars, and essential commodities including fertilisers, sugar,
wheat flour, livestock, oil etc are being smuggled to neigh-
bouring Afghanistan while the scores of illegal migrants had
been involved in such heinous crimes over the past multiple
years. Meanwhile, the European Union Agency of Asylum
and the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) have
termed the presence of millions of illegal immigrants on
Pakistani soil a threat to the country and recommended an
early deportation to neutralised serious hazard to national
security.

Historically, the government and the people of Pakistan
had always acted out of their love for the well-being and safe-
ty of their Afghan brothern throughout in history. Amid such
unmatchable love and unparalleled hospitality over the past
decades, Pakistani nation has reached on the verge of eco-
nomic collapse while Pakistan's territorial sovereignty is at
stake on the hands of terrorist groups who attack Pakistan's
western frontiers on a regular basis. The entire world and the
UNHCR has categorically acknowledged Pakistan's sincere
efforts and services for the people of Afghanistan. Hopefully,
our Afghan brethren would consider the urgency of the situa-
tion and would render all possible assistance to Pakistan at this
hour of need when this nation is struggling for its survival.
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Supporting the Palestinian cause
is a moral imperative, not a crime

HROUGHOUT the

liberal, democratic

Western world,
where freedom of expres-
sion and speaking out for
human rights are funda-
mental articles of faith,
Harvard graduates have
been threatened with
being placed on an
employment blacklist for
espousing pro-Palestine
views.

France's Interior
Minister  banned  pro-
Palestinian demonstrations
and ordered all foreign
nationals who "commit
antisemitic acts" to be
deported. Similar measures
have been introduced in
Germany and elsewhere.
Britain's loony interior
minister Suella Braverman,
a woman with an undistin-
guished record of voicing
openly racist views, told
senior police officers that
waving a Palestinian flag or
engaging in  pro-Arab
chants could be criminal
acts.

Hamas's slaughter of
children, pensioners and
civilians was disgusting,
wrong and damaging to the
Palestine cause. However,
there have been insidious
efforts to attribute these
horrors to the entire
Palestinian nation. Western
politicians and media voic-
es rushed to adopt the most
virulently conceivable pro-
Israel language, while lack-
ing the courage to speak out
with comparable moral
clarity about the mass mur-
der of Gaza civilians which
is already well under way.
Western support for Israel
is lauded as noble and
sacred, while even equivo-
cal support for Palestinians
is suspicious, dangerous
and possibly criminal.
There is calculated amnesia
that this is a conflict with a
long, bloody history of
atrocities by both sides.
Every killing of Israelis to
date has inevitably been
avenged by disproportion-
ate acts of collective pun-
ishment meted out by an
infinitely more destructive
military. Those who in
recent days have uncritical-
ly embraced the Israeli
political establishment are
just as culpable as those
who cheered Hamas's
bloodletting in fueling the
hatred and setting the stage
for future carnage.

We must have the
courage to even-handedly
hold both sides to account.
In the US, Britain and
Europe, ascendant populist
alt-right politicians and
media outlets cynically and
amorally  exploit  the

Baria Alamuddin

Palestine issue as an exten-
sion of their anti-liberal
culture wars. Soaring ten-
sions fuel militancy on both
sides, provoking despicable
attacks on both Jews and
Muslims, and targeting
schools and places of wor-

ship around the world.
Daesh and Al-Qaeda
recruitment materials
exploitatively portray

Western support for Israel
as the continuation of a
"crusader” war against the
Muslim world.

outlets  unquestioningly
hosted a deluge of unsub-
stantiated rumors, misinfor-
mation and fake footage,
often with the systematic
goal of  demonizing
Palestinians as "animals"
and "sub-humans" who
deserve extermination.
Social media messages
falsely claimed that Arab-
Israeli "traitors" helped
breach the Gaza fence, set-
ting the stage for further
anti-Arab  violence. In
recent days, militant set-

Among the genuine testimonies
of what occurred on October 7,
media and social media outlets
unquestioningly hosted a deluge
of unsubstantiated rumors, mis-
information and fake footage,

often with the systematic goal of

demonizing Palestinians as ''ani-
mals'' and ''sub-humans'' who

deserve extermination.

Social

media messages falsely claimed

that

Arab-Israeli

"traitors''

helped breach the Gaza fence,
setting the stage for further anti-

Arab violence.

Communities are
increasingly divided, with
large rival pro-Palestine
and pro-Israel demonstra-
tions in cities such as New
York, Paris and London.
Moderate Jews have been
among the most outspoken
voices in raising concerns
about the bombardment of
Gaza, while blaming
Netanyahu and his far-right
extremist cabinet col-
leagues for driving commu-
nal tensions to boiling
point, amid glaring lapses
in security. Actual anti-
semitism must be con-
demned, particularly as
Arabs and Jews are close
cousins sharing the same
Semitic origins and inti-
mately related languages.
But there have been perpet-
ual efforts to stigmatize and
cancel all pro-Palestinian
sympathies as anti-
semitism, when in reality
support for the Palestinian
plight is an inevitable con-
sequence of the universal
championing of human
rights and international jus-
tice. Among the genuine
testimonies  of  what
occurred on October 7,
media and social media

tlers staged fatal revenge
attacks against West Bank
Palestinians.

A viral report alleging
that Hamas had beheaded
babies was widely dissemi-
nated through the media
and the atrocity denounced
by President Joe Biden,
before the Israeli govern-
ment and White House
were forced to deny that
this had ever happened, and
CNN issued an apology for
peddling such falsehoods.
The BBC was savaged for
not calling Hamas terror-
ists, while its studios were
sprayed with red paint by
pro-Palestine activists for
"manufacturing consent for
Israel's war crimes." Within
every historical rights
movement, moderates
coexisted alongside radical
militants. That included
anti-apartheid activists, US
civil rights, the suffragettes,
Irish  republicans and
indeed the Zionist move-
ment - a cause for which
numerous future Israeli
leaders perpetrated terrorist
attacks: including
Menachem Begin's
involvement in the 1946
attack on the King David

Hotel in Jerusalem and
Ariel Sharon's oversight of
the 1982 Sabra and Shatila
massacres, the latter mani-
festing brutality far exceed-
ing that of recent days.
Current extreme-right min-
isters glorified Baruch
Goldstein's 1994 massacre
of 29 Palestinians in a
Hebron mosque, an act cel-
ebrated by the Zionist
extreme right as a model
for how all Palestinians
should be expunged from
the land.

Testimonies of Israeli
mothers who didn't know
whether their children were
alive, dead or taken hostage
brought me to tears because
of a personal memory from
Israel's 1982 invasion of
Lebanon. The school bus
had been supposed to bring
my two daughters home,
but amid the chaos the driv-
er conveyed them to a safe
location near a hospital. For
an entire day I frantically
believed they could be
dead, or lost for ever. Those
hours of near insanity
prompted us to flee
Lebanon as refugees. I won-
der how many Israelis who
fled volatile border areas
will likewise choose to
never return, or depart
Israel altogether.
Counterproductive attempts
to carpet bomb Gaza until
there are no militants left
standing merely undermine
Israel's security by cultivat-
ing new embittered genera-
tions who cherish fantasies
of indiscriminate revenge,
thus empowering hateful
factions such as Hezbollah
and Hamas. Violence
breeds only abhorrent, per-
petual violence. Israel's
right to self-defense, state-
hood and security has been
loudly trumpeted in recent
days, and indeed growing
numbers of Arab states have
already subscribed to these
principles. All Palestinians
modestly seek are some of
these same rights accorded
to them, including govern-
ing  territories  which
according to legally binding
UN resolutions belong to
them. Those around the
world who peacefully
champion  humanitarian
causes such as Palestine,
including moderate Jews
who share the vision of two
coexisting sovereign states,
must be respected and heed-
ed. For the sake of appeas-
ing a vengeful extreme-
right Zionist lobby, the West
must not overnight jettison
hundreds of years of hard-
won political rights, free-
doms and human rights
advocacy.

Arab News

BRI consolidates
Mongolia-China ties

Ukhnaa Khurelsuk

N the occasion of
the 10th anniver-
sary of the Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI), put
forth by President Xi
Jinping, I express my best
wishes and warm greetings
to the readers of China
Daily and, indeed, to the
friendly people of China.
Mongolia is pleased that
over the past decade the
BRI has turned into an
important regional plat-
form for development
demonstrating the funda-
mental principles of exten-
sive consultation, joint con-
tribution and shared bene-
fits based on the concept of
ensuring shared develop-
ment opportunities, mutu-
al learning, mutual bene-
fits and equitable coopera-
tion.

The pandemic and the
global geopolitical instability
have brought to light the
necessity of sharing develop-
ment opportunities through
complementarity between
neighboring countries and
other regional partners in
overcoming the unprece-
dented challenges we face
today. Mongolians have a
beautiful saying that neigh-
bors, similar to a family, see
eye to eye. We, as a neigh-
bor, are pleased with the sig-
nificant role that the BRI
plays in overcoming the dif-
ficulties associated with the
environmental and geo-
graphical specificities and
development gaps among
countries in the region in
enhancing their economic
cooperation.

The  Mongolia-China-
Russia economic corridor is
one of the six land corridors
under the BRI  For
Mongolia, a country located
between its two eternal
neighbors - China and
Russia, the BRI and its
Mongolia-China-Russia eco-
nomic corridor are of para-
mount importance as it
would provide the necessary
infrastructure to access the
world's major markets via
our two neighbors and other
countries in the region. The
Mongolia-China-Russia eco-
nomic corridor is a compre-
hensive programme
designed to  integrate
Mongolia's Steppe Road,
Russia's Eurasian Economic
Union and China's Silk Road
Economic Belt initiatives. It
has been instrumental in the
enhancement of cooperation
between the three countries,
especially in economy, trade,
customs control, transporta-
tion, logistics, infrastructure,
energy, tourism, environ-
ment and humanitarian
areas. Taking advantage of
our geographical location
connecting Asia and Europe
we are keen to become
"Transit Mongolia" - a hub
for transportation, logistics,
production and services. In
this respect, we plan to
develop the infrastructure
that  connects  Russia,
Mongolia and China through
the construction of roads, gas
pipelines and the vertical
axes of railway in western
and eastern Mongolia.

Such infrastructural proj-
ects shall not only strengthen
the cooperation between the
three countries but also
enhance the regional connec-
tivity. The promotion of
green development, an inte-
gral component of the BRI,
goes along with our policy
and "Billion Trees" national
movement aimed at con-
tributing to the global efforts
to mitigate the adverse
effects of climate change. To
this end, the leaders of the
two countries agreed to set
up the Mongolia-China Anti-
Desertification Center, that
would play an important role
in our joint efforts to protect
the environment and fight
against desertification. The
preparations for Mongolia to
host the 17th Conference of

the Parties (COP17) of the
UN Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) in
2026 are well underway and
I wish to invite countries to
actively participate in the
conference and join our
efforts in its lead-up.
Mongolia and China are
close neighbors, close
friends and close partners
that share a land border of
4709.6 kilometers. Both
countries consider the long-
term and sustainable devel-
opment of good neighborly
relations and mutually bene-
ficial cooperation as priori-
ties in their foreign policies.

Mongolia welcomes
President Xi Jinping's policy
to develop good neighborly
and friendly relations that
ensures development bene-
fits for both sides grounded
on the principle of a "closer,
sincere, mutually beneficial
and accessible" cooperation.
Next year we will commem-
orate the historic 75th
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between our two countries.
Based upon the principle of
mutual respect, the develop-
ment paths chosen by each
other, the relations and coop-
eration between Mongolia
and China have enhanced
over the past period in all
areas, including political,
economy, culture, education,
science, health, infrastruc-
ture and environment, thus
reaching today the level of
comprehensive  strategic
partnership. During my state
visit to China last November,
we held officials talks with
President Xi Jinping and
agreed to coordinate the two
countries' long and medium-
term development policies. It
was welcomed by both sides
as an important agreement
which serves as a road map
defining future prospects of
our bilateral relations.
Mongolia's "Vision 2050" -
the long-term development
policy - encompasses our
goal to develop a value-
added economy based on
know-how and advanced
technology. I appreciate the
strong support expressed by
the leadership of the People's
Republic of China in the suc-
cessful  realization  of
Mongolia's "Vision 2050"
and its readiness to actively
cooperate under the BRI and
the Global Development
Initiative (GDI).
Cooperation among the pub-
lic and private sectors, and
entrepreneurs of the two
countries are key to the all-
round enhancement of trade
and economic ties with
China, our eternal neighbor,
and the creation of countless
new business opportunities
by utilizing the strengths and
resources of both countries,
in accordance with the prin-
ciples of equality, mutual
benefit and win-win cooper-
ation.

Our two countries are for-
ever connected by nature,
mountains and rivers and we
share historical ties that date
back to ancient times. I am
fully confident that the mutu-
al trust and friendship
between our people and our
cooperation towards devel-
opment will continue to
grow. On a final note, I wish
the Third Belt and Road
Forum for International
Cooperation, initiated by
President Xi Jinping, a suc-
cess. | have no doubt that the
forum will make a significant
contribution for the good of
Mother Earth and humanity
by advancing the sustainable
development goals, promot-
ing green development, and
enhancing the mutual under-
standing and development
between countries around the
world. On behalf of the
Mongolian people, I convey
my best wishes for happiness
and prosperity to the friendly
people of China.

The China Daily

How moneyed interests spawned and sustained US opioid crisis

Xu Ying

HE opioid epidemic

I ravaging communi-

ties across America
represents a profound pub-
lic health crisis and moral
failing decades in the mak-
ing. This unfolding tragedy
spotlights how  profit
motives and regulatory
lapses incubated a conta-
gion of addiction that
enriched drug makers
while extracting a ghastly
human toll. Behind the sta-
tistics lie broken lives and
betrayed trust.

The sheer scale of opioid
mortality remains shocking
despite growing awareness
and mitigation efforts. With
over 100,000 deaths in 2021
alone, opioid overdoses
claimed more American lives
yearly than car crashes or gun
violence. And the crisis is
worsening, with synthetic
opioids like fentanyl causing
record spikes in fatalities by
permeating illicit drug sup-
plies. This exponential loss of
life now exceeds the darkest
years of the AIDS epidemic.

Rather than a public health
disaster happening organical-

ly, the opioid crisis was man-
ufactured through calculated
choices to drive addiction for
profit. The relentless promo-
tion of OxyContin as a low-
risk analgesic directly seeded
today's landscape littered
with fatalities. Despite know-
ing the enormous dependen-
cy risks, the Sackler family
deployed false marketing to
push their blockbuster pill,
raking in over $35 billion
from Oxy sales since the
1990s.

The medical establish-
ment shares culpability for
becoming complicit conduits
enabling mass over-prescrip-
tion. Professional associa-
tions funded by opioid mak-
ers popularized the myth that
doctors were under-treating
chronic pain, abandoning
caution about addictive risks.
Misleading assertions that
dependency was rare if opi-
oids were properly pre-
scribed for pain became com-
mon, despite contrary evi-
dence. With incentives
skewed, restraint was aban-
doned as doctors followed
loosened guidelines.

Lax oversight from cap-
tured regulators like the FDA
and DEA also facilitated the
pharmaceutical free-for-all.
Despite clear warnings about
addiction and diversion,
agencies succumbed to fierce
industry lobbying to permit
aggressive opioid marketing
and distribution. Their regu-
latory surrender allowed and
even abetted the ensuing epi-
demic rather than blocking it.
This abdication of duty left
Americans unprotected.

With  profit  seeking
unconstrained and oversight
neutered, conditions ripened
for catastrophe on a national
scale. The result after two
decades was a historic public
health crisis claiming over
one million American lives,
exceeding Vietnam War
casualties. This colossal poli-
cy failure has rightly been
labelled a "national disgrace"
by reform advocates across
the political spectrum.

Revelations of calculated
choices sparking this crisis
spotlight the corrosive influ-

ence of moneyed interests on
governing institutions. The
opioid epidemic illustrates
how profit motives can cap-
ture regulators and corrupt
policy to enrich a privileged
few at monstrous public
expense. The outsized lobby-
ing power of opioid makers
won them effective impunity
while stifling reforms, allow-
ing intended consequences to
unfold. Industry players
secured enablers at the high-
est levels through strategic
donations to politicians,
advocacy groups, and regula-
tors seeking influence.
Opiate makers like Purdue
lavished millions on contri-
butions and lobbying funds
to shape policy responses
amenable to their bottom
lines. Many lawmakers pur-
suing opioid deregulation
were themselves among the
biggest recipients of pharma
cash, raising conflict of inter-
est questions.

The notorious "revolving
door" between regulators and
regulated further entwined

public agencies with opioid
corporate interests. Several
senior DEA  officials
involved in drug policy over-
sight have since joined opioid
makers they once regulated,
or defend them as lobbyists.
Such relationships inevitably
raise doubts over whose
interests the governing insti-
tutions truly serve under the
capture of moneyed influ-
ences. Does the inordinate
access and power of corpo-
rate lobbies undermine regu-
latory missions by corrupting
public servants into servants
of industry? Have democratic
ideals of responsive leader-
ship devolved into a system
rigged by elite influence net-
works and tycoons? The trag-
ic arc of the opioid crisis
lends credence to critiques of
America as a plutocracy mas-
querading as a republic.

The merciless human toll
of America's opioid plague
spotlights endemic corrup-
tion of governing systems by
moneyed special interests.
This ongoing public health
disaster was spawned by the
callous pursuit of profit,

enabled by regulatory surren-
der in the face of lobbying
might. The scheme engorged
the coffers of opioid makers
while crushing families,
communities, and faith in
leaders. Its immense costs lay
bare the moral bankruptcy of
institutions serving the privi-
leged few at such grievous
public expense. Redeeming
civic promise requires truth,
justice and change. The pow-
erful must be held to account,
balance restored to gover-
nance, and public interest
reinstalled over private
enrichment. For generations,
the opioid crisis will be
remembered as either the
nadir spurring renewal, or
another chapter of eroding
trust as elites escape conse-
quences. Its lessons must
shape the necessary reckon-
ing ahead to reclaim democ-
racy from moneyed interests
and reaffirm that all lives
matter over lobbyists. In such
a colossal crisis and tragedy,
any attempt to shift blame
onto others is an unforgivable
crime of deceiving the
American people.
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The political class is in denial about
true crisis now afflicting Britain

David Frost

‘ We are not ideologically com-
mitted to limiting government
in all circumstances." So says

the summary to a new report on

the Future of Conservatism for

the Onward think tank, with a

foreword by Michael Gove. No,

really? In a way it's a tribute to
the strength of tax-cutting in the

Tory brand that, having presided

over the highest tax and spend

burden since the Second World

War and a state that spends a tril-

lion pounds every year, some

party figures still feel the need to
rebut it.

The real question is whether any-
one at all in British politics actually
is committed to limiting government
- not just taxation, but the whole
panoply of the regulatory state, and
the government-knows-best policies
that encroach on every aspect of our
lives and show no sign of shrinking.
Obviously Labour won't do that.
This week, Sir Keir Starmer painted
a picture of the protecting state,
shielding British workers from the
great economic and political forces
sweeping the world. Quite how he
would do this was left unspoken, but
it is a safe bet that it will come back
to more regulation and control.
We've tried that and it isn't working.

In truth, Labour's vision of social
democracy, welfarism, and statism
is lemming politics - go this way
because we can't think of anything
else - and it will just as surely take us
over the cliff. But the Conservative
vision as presented last week is not
so different. Yes, there was pro-
growth excitement on the fringe, but
with little purchase on the leader-
ship. Those currently in charge of
the party show no anxiety about the
vast powers they exercise or the cost
- they merely claim to be able to use
them better.

So not surprisingly the party con-
ference season has not changed
much. Neither party has shifted per-

ceptions or commands much enthu-
siasm. I think there's a reason for
that. I suspect that people see both
parties as skating over the surface of
Britain's problems and not engaging
in the country's real difficulties. This
week's events have brought some of
this to the surface. Nobody can look
at the pro-Hamas demonstrations in
Britain, or the equivocation of so
many of our intellectuals and com-
mentators when faced with mass
murder, and not think that some
deeply troubling habits of thought
have got embedded in our society.

Let's sketch out some of them.
The first I have already alluded to
- the generally accepted belief that
the state can solve all problems
and is the fount of all wisdom. The
second is the gradual growth of
the view that a strong society is
not made up of individuals and
families, as we have always
understood, but of identity groups;
that the important thing about
society is which group oppressed
another; and that it is the govern-
ment's job to rectify historical
wrongs, to promote appropriate
diversity, and to equalise out-
comes. The Human Rights Act
and the Equality Act have helped
create this regime of group rights.
Entirely predictably, the result has
been race-baiting and grievance-
mongering, a proliferation of pro-
tected beliefs of all kinds, and -
worst - the developing sense that
everyone needs their own identity
group to protect their interests. We
have seen some of the conse-
quences of all this on our streets
this week.

And the third is the belief that the
nation state itself is outmoded. In
fact, the nation state is the best way
humanity has found for nations to
manage their politics, control their
territory and settle their differences

within an ordered set of rules. But
nations are now unfashionable, bor-
ders are seen as disagreeable, politi-
cal decisions are delegated to nation-
al or international courts, and territo-
ry starts to become a convenience of
the rulers, not "home". We have seen
these attitudes starkly in the ambiva-
lence of much commentary towards
the Israeli nation state and its right to
defend itself. Such beliefs are at the
root of our problems. Their advo-
cates say that they are "progressive",
but in fact they are more accurately
described as "regressive", because in
all cases they are a reversion, a step
back to pre-modern forms of think-
ing.

They represent an economy of
mercantilism, of guild and monop-
oly capitalism rather than the churn
and experimentation of free mar-
kets. They have their own secular
religion in net zero, shaping every
aspect of political and economic life.
And they replace the modern con-
cept of national identity with pre-
modern group solidarity, with a pol-
itics that is about seeking advan-
tages for your group not the nation
as a whole. Not surprisingly, these
ideas have produced pre-modern
growth rates, pre-modern group
conflicts and a pre-modern zero-sum
mentality: the belief that I need to
get what I can out of government or
society, because if I don't someone
else will. The task of modern
Conservatism is, or at least ought to
be, to tackle these regressive ideas
and defeat them - to get us back to a
flourishing society of free individu-
als pursuing their own ends to create
prosperity within the commonly-
accepted framework and loyalty of a
nation state.

These ideas are of course wide-
spread across the West, not just here,
but as so often the fightback began
in Britain and in the Conservative

Party, in the great revolt that deliv-
ered Brexit and helped us, more or
less, reconstitute the British nation
state. But it is only a first step. [ have
written many times here about what
needs doing. We must get tax and
spend down, open up trade, rethink
net zero, begin serious NHS reform,
and of course build more houses. We
must abolish the Equality Act and
replace it with a simple anti-discrim-
ination rule, pass a Free Speech Act,
and put in place a Government
Modernisation Act to give politi-
cians proper control over the
machine. And we must recover
proper control over our national ter-
ritory by getting inward migration
numbers down dramatically, by
reviewing the extent of devolution
to both Scotland and Wales, and by
coming back to the Windsor
Framework in Northern Ireland.

In their different ways, they are
all seeking to win a single argument
in the party against those who have
no core beliefs or those who want us
just to go along with the zeitgeist. In
my small way I aim to be part of this
argument. That's why I have decided
to actively look for a Conservative
association that will have me as a
candidate in the next election.
Before then, I'll be setting out at
greater length a vision for how we
get Britain back on track: the step-
ping stones that can take us to a
brighter future.

This is the supreme argument of
our times: the fight against collec-
tivism, for individuals and the fami-
ly, for the nation, for freedom.
Conservative supporters and sympa-
thisers should not sit on their hands
and despair but come and join in.
For we must win this argument as a
prelude to winning it in the country.
I don't want a gloomy, shabby, sta-
tist, collectivist future for Britain.
Let's come together and help the
Conservative Party stop it.

The Telegraph

Climate change 1sn’t just about emissions.
We’re 1gnoring a huge part of the fight

David G. Victor & Veerabhadran Ramanathan

AST month, we heard yet
Lagain about the need to stop
global warming at about 1.5
degrees centigrade above prein-
dustrial levels. The International
Energy Agency outlined a plan to
meet that goal, and the United
Nations secretary-general implo-
red nations to get serious about cu-
tting emissions to make it a reality.
That goal is a fantasy. This sum-
mer, global warming already yielded
monthly average temperatures that
exceeded preindustrial averages by
1.5 degrees. It took more than a cen-
tury for global annual average tem-
peratures to reach the first degree,
which happened around 2015.
Climate data suggest that the next
half-degree is likely to happen by the
early 2030s, if not sooner, and that
2023 will be the warmest year on
record. The reality of rapid warming
requires that every country create an
adaptation strategy to become more
resilient to the effects of climate
change. Adaptation means lessening
the harm caused by storm surges,
floods, heat waves, fires and other
weather-related perils. It requires
new infrastructure, early warning
systems and better awareness of how
changes in the climate will harm
things we value. The best adaptation
strategies go further to pursue
resilience - the ability to bounce back
from destructive changes.
Adaptation to the consequences of
global warming doesn't come just
from singular activities, like flipping
a switch; it's processes that will affect
all of society and can easily go awry.
Similarly, a serious resilience strategy
can't be piecemeal: It involves power
grids and other infrastructure that
must be managed at a large scale, and
every locality needs to learn from

ideas that get tested around the coun-
try and world. That's why we need a
national approach that assesses how
local efforts fit together, how much
money to spend on each component
and which policies actually work.
The US currently invests far too little
in adaptation projects and has no
comprehensive national adaptation
strategy. The unprecedented climate
spending in two recent laws - the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the
Inflation Reduction Act - is long
overdue. But they primarily focus on
reducing emissions, devoting a small
fraction of total spending to resilience
and adaptation. Even California, a
national leader on climate issues, last
year allocated only about one-fifth of
its multiyear climate budget to
resilience efforts such as shoring up
the water system against drought.
This year, with a tighter budget over-
all, that proportion is declining. A
national adaptation and resilience
strategy would help states, in addition
to the federal government, set goals
for the right spending to ensure effec-
tive adaptation while also aggressive-
ly cutting emissions.

Any national approach will, of
course, build on adaptation projects
that localities are pursuing. California
and its electric utilities have learned
how to reduce the risk of wildfires by
cutting power to fire-prone areas,
clearing brush, hardening power lines
and experimenting with new control
systems. The Southwest is, belatedly,
planning for a more parched future
by seeking new sources of water,
investing in ways to purify waste-
water and seawater, requiring more
frugal water use, managing snow-
pack runoff more efficiently and real-

locating water from the region's cru-
cial river, the Colorado. Miami is
building artificial reefs that can help
blunt waves and wind during storms.
New York, battered by Superstorm
Sandy in 2012 and hit recently by
floods, has strengthened its defenses
such as seawalls and subway flood-
gates. Houston and New Orleans are
bracing for more frequent and severe
flooding by improving seawalls and
stormwater systems. The federal gov-
ernment must knit these scattered
efforts into a coherent national
approach. It is starting to shift its
behavior - slightly. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency is
putting more resources toward disas-
ter resilience and has raised federal
insurance premiums, including an
increase in rates for flood insurance,
to better reflect real risks. The
Pentagon is, among other efforts,
working to protect military bases
from rising seas and stronger storms
and building microgrids to insulate
bases' electric supply against climate-
related interruptions. These actions
are important. But they remain isolat-
ed around the country and limited to
government, still failing to consider
the system as a whole. For example,
because the climate can change in
unexpected and dangerous ways, it's
important to run stress tests - such as
assessing how stronger storms could
affect supply chains that in turn affect
the economy - much as central
bankers periodically look at extreme
€conomic events.

Five years ago we predicted, with
a colleague, what's confirmed in
today's news: that warming rates
would accelerate. That prediction
was not taken seriously at the time

because the scientific consensus was
that warming would happen more
slowly. If the country had a national
adaptation strategy that included
stress tests, we could have assessed
how outlier predictions such as ours -
which often come to pass in climate
science, since the consensus leans
conservative - would affect the coun-
try. In 2019, a commission co-chaired
by Bill Gates, former UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon and
International ~ Monetary  Fund
Managing  Director  Kristalina
Georgieva reported that a $1.8-tril-
lion investment in adaptation world-
wide could generate $7.1 trillion in
benefits by 2030, including by creat-
ing more jobs in vulnerable commu-
nities. At the global level, the popula-
tions most vulnerable to rapid warm-
ing include about 3 billion people
who are contending with poverty,
fragile housing, scarce affordable
clean energy and other challenges.
Although these communities con-
tribute just a tiny fraction of the car-
bon emissions that cause global
warming, the world is spending bil-
lions more on getting them to reduce
those emissions than on the more
urgent goal of helping them adapt to
the impacts. On the national level, we
don't even have estimates on how
much money the federal government
could save by investing more in
adaptation than in rebuilding com-
munities after they've been demol-
ished by extreme weather events.
Even with a global crash program to
cut emissions - which is essential -
climate change will worsen for at
least the next two decades. We need
national strategies that can help us
bounce back from increasingly dev-
astating hits.

The Los Angeles Times

Poland’s elections will
have consequences for
EU’s unity against Russia

ESPITE Poland
Dbeing a member of

the European
Union and NATO, the
outcome of the country's
parliamentary elections
on Oct. 15 is a cause for
concern among the West.

In danger of losing
power, Deputy Prime
Minister Jaroslaw

Kaczynski may begin to
lean into conservative
and isolationist senti-
ments. This not only
jeopardizes democracy in
Poland, but also the EU's
struggle against Russia
and its aggression against
Ukraine.

The opposition led by
former Prime Minister
Donald Tusk claims these
elections are crucial for the
future of Polish democra-
cy. Kaczynski's ruling Law
and Justice Party (PiS)
hopes to achieve a land-
slide victory in the upcom-
ing elections. The ruling
United Right Coalition, led
by PiS, has been a regular
target of criticism from
both the Polish opposition
and EU, as it has pushed
forward laws restricting
abortion, laid obstacles in
the way of migrants and
refugees and attacked the
independence  of  the
courts.  Polling  data
released in the lead up to
this month's elections
reveals growing polariza-
tion in Poland's politics.
Since the last election,
support for the ruling party
has fallen from 43% to
36%. Meanwhile, support
for the Tusk's Civil
Coalition stands at 30%.

Amid this struggle
between Tusk and
Kaczynski, Poles are
increasingly looking for
new faces capable of lead-
ing the country out of its
political crisis and soaring
inflation caused by high
food and energy prices.
Polls show as many as one
in 10 voters could turn to
the far-right Konfederacja
party,  which  openly
preaches  antisemitism.
With the polls so close,
there is a real possibility
that neither party will be
able to form a majority in
parliament, thus necessi-
tating the formation of a
coalition where
Konfederacja could be the

Kirill Buketov
kingmaker. Experts
believe an alliance

between this party and the
United Right is the most
realistic outcome. In this
case, life in Poland would
become harder for the
LGBT community,
migrants and other vulner-
able groups as the country
continues down its repres-
sive path. Another out-
come could be an alliance
between Tusk's Civic
Coalition and a party from
the left. However many of
them don't share Tusk's
belief in integration with
the European Union.
Sensing a threat to his
chances of  victory,
Kaczynski called Tusk the
"personification of pure
evil" and called for the
opposition to be "morally
exterminated." He accused
Tusk of having greater loy-
alty to Brussels, not
Poland, and therefore a
traitor to the country. Amid
the war in Ukraine, the
government introduced a
law that requires the
authorities to examine
every Polish politician for
suspected ties with Russia.

The law immediately
caused concern in Brussels
and  Washington and

among the opposition, as
the investigative commis-
sion consists mainly of
members of the ruling
party. So far, the EU has
not taken any action to
punish Warsaw. But if they
do, Polish authorities have
not listened to their
Western colleagues for a
long time.

Russia's influence in
Poland evaporated after it
invaded Ukraine. That is
why Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky's
accusation that Poland,
especially through the ban
on imports of Ukrainian
grain, is playing into the
hands of Moscow especial-
ly angered  Warsaw.
Slovakia and Hungary
introduced similar bans in
efforts to shore up support
from farmers. While Tusk's
party has pledged to
adhere to European values
such as the rule of law,
Kaczynski is following the
path of his Slovak col-
league Robert Fico, who

managed to win the elec-
tions thanks to such an
agenda. If Kaczynski is
able to form a government,
then in the future Europe
will face an obstructionist
authoritarian bloc consist-
ing of Hungary, Slovakia
and Poland, eager to block
any EU proposal for their
own benefit. This will
inevitably reduce Europe's
ability to maintain a united
front against Russia. The
reality of such a political
union is already evident.
At a summit in Granada,
Spain on Oct. 6, Poland
and Hungary blocked a
joint declaration of the
EU's approach to illegal
migration. Given the victo-
ry of Robert Fico's nation-
alist party in Slovakia,
such a group of authoritar-
ian countries is capable of
blackmailing the EU
whenever they want.
Hungarian Prime
Minister  Viktor Orban
seems to have already
achieved his goal. Earlier,
due to his dictatorial habits
and Hungary's democratic
backsliding, the European
Union froze 22 billion
euros ($23.1 billion) of
funding allocated to the
country. However, there are
discussions about unfreez-
ing 13 billion euros in order
to persuade Orban to lift

Hungary's vetoes.
Meanwhile, Fico has
already announced that

Slovakia will stop provid-
ing military assistance to
Ukraine. Slovakia and
Hungary are the only EU
member states that continue
to buy Russian gas directly.
It is unlikely that Warsaw
will strike a similar deal
with Russia. But if the
right-wing conservatives
win the election it may
deepen the divisions within
the European Union. That
would definitely play into
the hands of the Kremlin. If
Poland starts to be stubborn
with the supply of weapons
to Zelensky, as with the
grain issue, the friendship
between the two countries
is not as strong as it
seemed. So far, it is only
clear that Poland will come
out of these elections a dif-
ferent country. All Europe
and Ukraine can do is hold
their breath.

The Moscow Times

News site helps decode China through
memes and social media trends

Liam Scott

VEN after long periods in
EBeijing, Manya Koetse still
felt like an outsider. At par-
ties and over hotpot, her Chinese
friends discussed memes and other
social media trends, but Koetse
didn't know what they were talk-
ing about. "I just felt really left
out," the Dutch national told VOA,
adding that she was missing a key
way to relate to her friends and
understand China more broadly.
That isolated feeling led Koetse in
2013 to start a news site, What's on
‘Weibo, named after one of China's
largest social media platforms.
Through it, she could track what was
trending on Chinese social media
and, more importantly, why items
went viral. It all started purely out of
curiosity, she said. One decade later,
her site has contended with Chinese
censorship and harassment. But
What's on Weibo has continued to
provide a rare window into Chinese
social media - and relatively unfil-
tered insights into Chinese society.
The site's coverage is wide ranging.
Recent articles looked at everything
from the Chinese female bodyguard
assigned to the Syrian first lady on
her trip to China, sand dune tourism,
eco-anxiety and women's rights, to
online frustrations about youth
unemployment and protests. "What
are people concerned about? What
are people getting really angry about?
What are people really rolling on the
floor laughing about? That's the kind
of story that you want to convey to a
non-Chinese audience to create this
kind of bridge," Koetse told VOA.
Koetse, who grew up in the
Netherlands and spent some of her

high school studies in Japan, moved
to Beijing in 2008 - "the golden
year," she said. She briefly worked at
the beer company Heineken during
the Summer Olympics and studied at
Peking University.

She soon realized that the conver-
sations and trends on platforms like
Weibo were key to understanding
China and its people. Koetse, who is
now in Amsterdam, says that for sev-
eral years, she never prioritized mak-
ing money from her media site. But,
now that the site has become so big,
she introduced its first premium sub-
scription option in the hopes of mak-
ing a full-time income from her
work. But the job comes with its
challenges, including online harass-
ment over what she publishes and
censorship. "I'm still, even to this day,
being accused of being both pro-
China and being anti-China," she
said. One of the biggest changes
Koetse has documented at What's on
Weibo over the past 10 years has
been the rise of censorship in China.
"There's more control on Chinese
social media," she said. "Censorship
has professionalized." One example
is trending lists. Years ago, trending
lists on Weibo regularly included sen-
sitive issues, Koetse said. "They
would only be censored later down
the road. You had a lot of time to take
screenshots or to get everyone's opin-
ion before it finally vanished from the
internet." But as censorship became
more widespread, the trending lists
became a less accurate marker,
Koetse said. Her reflections are
backed by data. For nine consecutive

years, Freedom House has ranked
China the worst in the world in terms
of internet freedom.

The rise of censorship in China
has left its mark on What's on Weibo,
which has been blocked in China
since 2018. Still, What's on Weibo
averages around 250,000 visitors per
month - many of whom are viewers
in China who use VPN to access the
site, according to Koetse. Being
blocked has given Koetse a sense of
freedom. "I do feel more free in con-
tinuing just reporting whatever I feel
is right to report,” she said, since she
no longer has to worry about author-
ities blocking the site. In a statement
to VOA, Liu Pengyu, the spokesper-
son of China's Washington embassy,
said, "The Chinese government pro-
tects press freedom in accordance
with law and gives full play to the
role of media and citizens in super-
vising public opinion." Nearly 1.1
billion people - or about 76% of the
population - use the internet in China,
the government agency China
Internet Network Information Center
reported in August. Most of their dis-
course doesn't cross any red lines,
What's on Weibo's assignment editor
Miranda Barnes told VOA. "We can
get a pretty good idea of what's going
on in the society," said Barnes, who
was born in China and now lives in
London. The site also provides a dif-
ferent perspective from other media
coverage. "We present what the ordi-
nary people think, from the bottom. It
is very easy to fall into the ideologi-
cal narrative, just to bash China. And
I find that helps nobody," Barnes

said. Western media mainly focuses
on political, economic and security
issues, according to Yaqiu Wang,
Freedom House's China research
director. While those are important,
she said, "they are not all of China."
"What's On Weibo brings to the inter-
national audience another important
aspect of China," Wang said. "The
China [that most] people are living
and experiencing. It's important for
the international audience to see this
aspect of China, so to understand the
country in a holistic way, not just
through the lens of geopolitics and
human rights."

In recent years, particularly during
the COVID-19 pandemic, covering
China has become an increasingly
difficult story for foreign media to
cover with fewer overseas reporters
able to be based inside China. The
combination of fewer correspondents
in the country and more people who
are scared to talk to foreign media
ultimately risks dehumanizing the
country and its people, reporters have
said. Koetse, however, eschews the
"journalist" label. "I see myself as a
Sinologist who's writing about
China," she said.

In a country whose population is
increasingly afraid to talk to foreign
news outlets, social media is one of
the last remaining barometers to
move past state propaganda and fig-
ure out what ordinary Chinese people
are thinking, Koetse said. "Foreign
policy is one part of China. China can
be very dangerous, and China can be
powerful," Koetse said. "But China
can also be friendly, and China can
also be fragile."

VOA

Pulled into darkness, turning
toward the light is our responsibility

FTEN in times of
trouble we will
hear a politician

say that the arc of the
moral universe is long
but bends toward jus-
tice. I've always had a
bleaker view. I see our
many human societies as
living on a metaphorical
sphere that is half in
light and half in dark.
The best goal of human
striving is to live in the
light and to help one's
own society and other
societies to live in the
light. But always and
forever there are forces
that pull people and
societies toward or
downright down into the
darkness.

And history isn't linear.
Societies are forever
moving toward or away
from the light on their
own distinctive rhythms.
They don't move in sync.
To live in the light is to
respect human dignity. To
recognize and strive to
protect basic rights. To
empower people to make
decisions in their own
lives privately and togeth-
er in public life through
democratic forms of gov-
ernance. To resolve con-
flict via  nonviolent
means. To establish the
conditions in which safety
and well-being for all in a
society can emerge, where
rule is for the benefit of
the ruled, not the rulers.
For a society to live in the
light is for it to claim
these orienting ideals and
seek to adhere to them.
The effort inevitably falls
short. Living in the light
also entails a perpetual,
internal desire for self-
correction.

And so to the devastat-
ing news of this past
week. Hamas's attack on
Israel pulled all of us
toward darkness. There is
no question about that. So
now the only question is
how we scratch and pull
our way back toward the
light. Many others with
far greater expertise will
weigh in on how a terror-
ist organization is best
defeated in a manner that
also makes possible non-
violent reconnection with
civilians and the foot sol-
diers who are ready to
repudiate that organiza-
tion and terrorist princi-
ples. Others with more
experience will under-

Danielle Allen

stand how leaders and
perpetrators are  best
brought to justice. My
aim is different. I want to
name and address our
responsibility in  the
United States for helping
to create the conditions in
which this act of terrorism
could occur. Our domestic
dysfunction and internal
division leave our allies
around the globe vulnera-
ble. One does not need to
be an intelligence profes-
sional to recognize that
our leaderless House, our
polarized society, our vul-
nerability to demagogic
celebrity politicians, and
our misguided obsessions
with spurious issues ren-
der us ill-equipped for
serious and sustained con-
tributions to keeping the
light of freedom strong
around the world. Our
lack of civic strength here
at home endangers the
security of global com-
mitments to human rights
and victories already won
against terrorism. And
that in turn endangers us
further at home. A strong
network of democratic
allies around the globe is
a necessary part of our
own security. In the 20th
century, the United States
invested in democracy
around the globe to con-
front the threat of totali-
tarianism. Now, in the
21st century, the gravest
threat to democracy
around the globe is, I
believe, the weakening of
democracy here at home.
It is time to bring the
same commitment to
securing our civic
strength in the United
States as we brought to
fighting totalitarianism in
the 20th century. Yes, we
need to stand side by side
with Israel as it fights
Hamas, and with Ukraine
as it fights Russia. And,
yes, this is more war than
any of us had bargained
for. We will have to gird
our loins for it. But help-
ing our allies win these
wars - pulling ourselves
and others, allies and
adversaries both - back
toward the light requires
that we recover the light
of freedom, and the
capacity for self-govern-
ment, here at home. That
takes democracy renova-
tion - the subject of my

columns for the past year.
Democracy renovation
requires reconnecting
people to their civic expe-
rience, power and respon-
sibility, and redesigning
our institutions to make
them accountable and
responsive, so that when
people flex their civic
muscles through our insti-
tutions something hap-
pens on the other end. But
it also requires repairing
the relationships among
us. What does that repair
look like? A renewal of
patriotism?  Solidarity?
These are words we argue
over, and each has its crit-
ics. As for me, I would
say we need both. These
words are connected by
the core aspiration they
convey. What we need is
this: a mutual commit-
ment to one another and
to our constitutional
democracy, a shared com-
mitment to going on
together - via nonviolent
methods of conflict reso-
lution - with people we
vehemently disagree with.
That and only that, and
never anything other than
that, is what freedom feels
like.

That means respecting
and caring for the well-
being of each other even
when we find each
other's views on a con-
flict such as the one
between the Israelis and
Palestinians wrong in the
extreme. That means cul-
tivating the skills of com-
promise that allow a vital
institution such as the
House of Representatives
to perform its essential
role in our system of gov-
ernment. Here at home,
we need somehow to dis-
cover anew in ourselves
what it means to hold
sacred the human being
in front of us, even when
we are political adver-
saries. We cannot recover
civic strength among our-
selves in the United
States without that moral
commitment to human
dignity. And we cannot
serve our allies well
without that civic stren-
gth, a force that must be
nourished by moral pur-
pose. This moral commit-
ment is and has ever been
the only starting point
from which more light
than dark can be brought
into the world.

The Washington Post




Business

O 8 The Frontier Post

Pakistan Stock Exchange
holds Gong ceremony

— announce building of In-House manufacturing facility

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) held a gong ceremo-
ny to announce the building
of an in-house manufactur-
ing facility for the Panadol
portfolio by  Haleon
Pakistan Limited, a world-
leading Consumer Healt-
hcare Company and a listed
company on the Pakistan
Stock Exchange.

The gong ceremony was
attended by British High
Commissioner to Pakistan,
Jane Marriott, as the Chief
Guest, said a press release
on Monday.

The team from the
British High Commission
and Haleon Pakistan Limi-
ted were received at the
Stock Exchange by the MD
& CEO PSX, Farrukh H.
Khan and Board member(s)
PSX along with the Excha-
nge’s senior management.

The gong was struck by
the Chief Guest, Jane
Marriott, and the CEO of

Haleon Pakistan Limited,
Farhan M. Haroon, in the
presence of MD and CEO
PSX, Farrukh Khan, Board
member(s) PSX, the team
from the British High
Commission and senior
management of  both
Haleon Pakistan and PSX.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the MD & CEO PSX,
Farrukh Khan stated, “I
warmly  welcome the
British High Commissioner
to Pakistan, Jane Marriott,
her team, the CEO of
Haleon Pakistan, Farhan
Haroon, and the Haleon
Pakistan management
team, to PSX. Your visit to
PSX will serve as a confi-
dence-building measure for
the UK-based companies in
Pakistan and will send a
positive message to the
PSX-listed companies to
enhance business and trade
with companies in the UK.”
“l would also like to
congratulate Haleon

Pakistan on the launch of
their Panadol Expansion
project. Multinationals
operating in Pakistan have
historically enjoyed excel-
lent profitability. Haleon’s
further investment rein-
forces their commitment to
Pakistan and highlights the
opportunities presented by
Pakistan’s economy”.

The CEO & General
Manager of  Haleon
Pakistan Limited, Farhan
Muhammad Haroon,
added, “Under the project,
Haleon Pakistan Limited
will be investing ~ USD
10 million in its manufac-
turing facility at Jamshoro
to bring the latest technol-

ogy to Pakistan and
enhance the production of
Panadol to 8 billion
tablets.

This will help ensure
smooth supplies of

Pakistan’s largest pharma-
ceutical/Over-the-Counter
medicine to needy patients.

This is in addition to the
investment of ~ USD 2 mil-
lion being spent on enhanc-
ing the manufacturing facil-
ity of CaC1000 Plus to
cater to the local needs and
export opportunities that
the Company is currently
working on.

As a leading Consumer
Healthcare Company, this
investment is a testament to
our commitment towards
improving self-care in
Pakistan”.

British High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan, Jane
Marriott, stated: “This
investment will expand
production capabilities and
develop product lines to
meet the growing health-
care demands of the
Pakistani ~ people. If
Pakistan can continue
improving its business
environment, we  will
undoubtedly see more new
investments from existing
UK investors.”

Auction of plots:

CDA asked to develop
infrastructure to facilitate investors

ISLAMABAD (APP):
CDA Director General
Building &  Housing

Control, Faisal Nacem Baig
along with his team visited
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCT ) here on Monday.
They give a presentation
to the business community
on auction of plots by CDA
scheduled to be held on
October 17 to 20, here at
Jinnah Convention Center.
The auction will include
commercial, industrial,
hotel, hospital, school,
petrol pump, class three
shopping center, farm hous-
es and residential plots.
Zafar Igbal Director
General Planning, Arshad
Chohan Deputy Director
General Planning, Asad
Abbas Director EM-II, Jav-
ed Feroz Director BC City

and Ejaz Sheikh Director
Urban Planning were in the
CDA delegation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Acting President
ICCI, Faad Waheed urged
the CDA to ensure com-
plete development of basic
infrastructure and provision
of all required services
before auctioning of plots
to facilitate the investors as
many cases, investors had
spent huge amount of capi-
tal on the purchase of com-
mercial plots from CDA,
but had to suffer for long
due to lack of availability
of basic infrastructure and
needed services.

He urged the CDA to
provide a one window
facility to the investors to
facilitate them in the post-
auction process.

He said that CDA should

use the revenue of auctioned
plots on the development of
markets and industrial areas
to facilitate the growth of
business activities.

He said that investors
had to face problems in get-
ting NOC from the Envi-
ronment Protection Agency
of auctioned plots for con-
struction purposes and
stressed that CDA to arra-
nge such NOC from EPA to
save the investors from
unnecessary problems.

He further urged the
civic body to finalize build-
ing byelaws in consultation
with the stakeholders as
unilateral finalization of
such laws creates a lot of
problems for the investors.

Faisal Naeem Baig,
Director General, Building
& Housing Control of CDA
gave a comprehensive

briefing to the business
community about the auc-
tion of plots and assured
that the concerns raised by
the business community
about the auction process
would be taken up for
redress. He said that auc-
tion of plots was a main
source of revenue for CDA
and assured that a propor-
tionate amount of auction
amount would be spent on
the development of con-
cerned areas.

He said that CDA was
focusing on the better
development of infrastruc-
ture to facilitate the busi-
ness community.

The DG said that CDA
would arrange a one win-
dow facility for successful
bidders of the auction to
facilitate them in the post-
auction activities.

Lucky Cement awarded for
Best Corporate Report - 2022

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Lucky Cement
Limited has won the Best
Corporate Report Award in
the Cement Sector Cate-
gory at the “Best Corporate
& Sustainability Report
Awards Ceremony - 2022”.
The recognition was jointly
announced by the Institute
of Chartered Accountants
of Pakistan (ICAP) and
Institute of Cost and
Management Accountants
of Pakistan (ICMAP).

At this occasion, Mr.
Atif Kaludi, Chief
Financial Officer of Lucky
Cement Limited said, “At
Lucky Cement Limited, we
consider governance, com-

pliance, ethics, and trans-
parency as the foundational
principles of our business
model. This recognition
further reaffirms our unwa-
vering  dedication  to
upholding transparency and
accountability in all aspects
of our operations.”

He further added, “The
adoption of the
International  Integrated
Reporting Framework in
our report is a testament of
our commitment to keeping
our stakeholders well
informed with all of our
business operations and
their performance. This
recognition  underscores
our ongoing efforts to
enhance transparency for

all our stakeholders through
our reporting.”

The award represent the
Company’s commitment to
having the best corporate
practices and governance,
reflected by the stringent
policies for IT, whistle-
blowing, social responsibil-
ity, investor grievances, and
safety record at the
Company. Furthermore, the
comprehensive disclosure
of the Company’s opera-
tional environment, strate-
gic objectives, risk man-
agement, and governance
processes provided firm
grounds for securing this
recognition.

ICAP and ICMAP have
been organizing the Best

Corporate & Sustainability
Report (BCSRA) Awards
Ceremony since 2000.
This recognition has been
instrumental in encourag-
ing entities to follow
transparency in preparing
their ~ annual  reports
according to the interna-
tional best practices.

The objective of the
award is to encourage the
publication of timely, accu-
rate, informative, and well-
presented annual reports for
investors, regulators and
other stakeholders and to
recognize as well as honor
such organizations for the
exemplary achievement in
producing such high-quali-
ty reports.

KCCI welcomes cut in POL prices,
hopes to see cut in power tarift

KARACHI (PPI): The
Chairman Businessmen Gr-
oup (BMG) Zubair Moti-
wala and President Karachi
Chamber of Commerce
Industry (KCCI) Iftikhar
Ahmed Sheikh, while
appreciating the Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwarul
Haq Kakar’s government
for announcing substantial
reduction in petroleum

Court Notice

In the Court of Abdul
Haleem  Civil  Judge
V/Allaga Qazi Buner at
Daggar. Case No. 97/1,
Institution. 8/3/2022. Date
of hearing. 1/11/2023.
Zarnosh VS Aurangzeb.
Notice. 5. Bakht Zamen s/o
Shamen  resident  of
Peshoghut in the limit
Daggar  Kalay tehsel
Daggar Buner. Whereas in
the above mentioned case
the mentioned defendant
cannot be served in the
ordinary way, it is, there-
fore, proclaimed that if the
said defendant will/shall
not appear personally or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8.30 am dated
1/11/2023 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and
seal of this Court.

price by Rs40 per liter, said
on Monday that this was
the right decision taken due
to decline in international
market and improvement in
rupee value against dollar
which would provide some
relief to common man and
the business community in
the ongoing era of inflation,
besides having a positive
impact on the economy.

In a joint statement
issued, Chairman BMG and
President KCCI said that
this was the second consec-
utive cut in petroleum
prices which would certain-
ly help in bringing down
the inflation to some extent
but effective price control
mechanism and  strict
implementation of govern-
ment rates of various
household products must be
ensured with a view to pro-
vide relief to inflation-
stricken poor masses.

Chairman BMG Zubair
Motiwala expressed hope
that the Care Taker Prime
Minister would also take
measures to reduce the
power tariffs and devise
effective strategies for deal-
ing with the ongoing gas
load shedding and low gas
pressure being suffered by
the industries situated in all
seven industrial town zones
of Karachi. “Gas supply sit-
uation is worsening day by

day and it has become
impossible for the industri-
alists to smoothly carry out
production activities and
meet the export targets.
Steps have to be taken on
war footing basis so that the
wheels of industries keep
on spinning”, he said but
feared that the situation
may worsen further during
forthcoming winter season
if the lawmakers do not pay
prompt attention to this
pressing issue.

Zubair Motiwala pointed
out that KE’s sales to indus-
tries have dropped by 9.5
percent in the last three
months since electricity tar-
iff started increasing. “The
concerned ministries and
the bureaucracy are adopt-
ing the easiest way to abide
by the IMF commitment to
control circular debt. In this
regard, they go for raising
the energy rates which is
not a wise move as there are
several other possibilities
like reducing thefts, pilfer-
ages and technical line loss-
es etc. along with review of
agreements with IPPs with
regards to idle capacity
charges in light of appreci-
ating dollar which was hov-
ering around Rs100 at the
time of these agreements
but was now at around
Rs280, indicating a huge
difference of about 200 per-

cent. These and several
other measures should be
taken before penalizing the
consumers”, he stressed,
adding that cross-subsidi-
zation was one of the high-
est factors which enhances
gas and electricity tariffs.
“Increase in gas price for
local industries would be
last nail in the coffin. The
recent drop in energy con-
sumption clearly indicates
that industries are not func-
tioning and closing down,
hence, in order to stop this
nosedive of deindustrializa-
tion, it is necessary that
practical and pragmatic
steps are taken”, Zubair
Motiwala added while
appreciating the govern-
ment passing on the bene-
fits of reduced oil rates in
the international market to
the people of Pakistan.
President KCCI Iftikhar
Ahmed Sheikh said that the
reduction in petroleum
prices would reduce the
cost of production which
would ultimately extend a
direct benefit to the people.
“The industrial sector
would definitely benefit
from the reduction in POL
prices mainly as fuel and
electricity are regarded as
the lifeline of any economy
and play a pivotal role in
the socio-economic devel-
opment of a country.”
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Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): The
movements of ships was
reported at the port where
five ships namely, MSC
Gina, Maersk Chesapeak,
Hafnia Prestige, Jal
Kalpavriksh and Horin
Trader carrying Containers,
Gas oil, Coal and
Chemicals, berthed at
Container Terminal, Oil
Terminal, Bulk Terminal
and Engro Terminal respec-
tively on Sunday.

Meanwhile four more
ships, Onyx-1, Gambella,
Xin An Ping and Al-
Zubarahscheduled to
load/offload Cement,
Containers, LNG and Coal
also arrived at outer
anchorage of the port dur-
ing last 24 hours.

A total of eight ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them a con-
tainers  ship,  Maersk
Chesapeak left the port on
today morning, while two
more ships, MSC Gina and
Livarden are expected to
sail on today afternoon.

Cargo volume of 116,892
tonnes, comprising 79,628
tonnes imports cargo and
37,264 tonnes export cargo,

including  containerized
cargo carried in 2,324
Containers (134 TEUs

Imports and 2,192 TEUs
export) was handled at the
port during last 24 hours.

There are six ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them five
ships, Gambella, Chem
Harvest, Xin An Ping, Al-
Zubarah and Onyx-1 & two
more ships, Kyparissia and
MSC Shanghai-V sched-
uled to load/offload
Cement, Palm oil, Coal,
LNG and Containers areex-
pected to take berths at
Multi-Purpose Terminal,
Liquid Terminal, Bulk
Terminal, Engro Terminal
and Container Terminal
respectively on Monday,
while four more ships,
MSC Elaine, MSC Maria
Elena, Maersk Sentosa and
Al-Deebel carrying Contai-
ner and LNG are due to
arrive at Port Qasim on
17th October, 2023.

Motorbikes,
3-wheelers
sale drops 9%

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
sale of motorbikes and
three-wheelers in the coun-
try witnessed a decrease of
9.85 per cent during the
first three months of the
current fiscal year (2023-
24) as compared to sales of
the corresponding months
of the last year.

During the months
under review, as many as
268,990 motorbikes and
three-wheelers were sold
against the sale of 298,405
units in July-September
(2022-23), according to the
Pakistan Automobile
Manufacturing Association
(PAMA).

The sale of Honda
motorcycles dipped by 7.19
per cent from 250,132 units
to 232,139 units whereas
the sale of Suzuki motorcy-
cles witnessed a decrease
of 62.27 per cent from
10,007 units to 3,775 units
during the months under
review.

Similarly, the sale of
Yamaha motorbikes also
went down from 3,726
units to 2,555 units wit-
nessing a decline of 31.42
per cent while the sale of
Road Prince motorbikes
witnessed a sharp decline
of 55.59 per cent from
9,273 units to 4,118 units.

However, the sales of
United Auto motorcycles
witnessed an increase of
7.04 per cent from 20,369
units to 21,803 units.

Crackdown against
gas theft continued

F.P. Report

LAHORE: During the ong-
oing crackdown against gas
pilferers, SNGPL continued
raids in Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Islama-
bad, disconnecting another
70  connections  while
imposing fine of Rs.2.78
million and 123 under
billing cases processed.

In Lahore, the regional
team disconnected 07 con-
nections on illegal use of
gas, another 03 connections
on the use of compressor.

In Bahawalpur, the
regional team disconnected
01 connection on illegal use
of gas, another 03 connec-
tions on the use of com-
pressor and 27 under billing
cases processed. Rs. 6,000
Booked against under
billing cases.

The company discon-
nected 18 connections on
illegal use of gas and 07
under billing cases have
been processed in Multan
and amount of Rs 0.064
Million have been booked
against gas theft and under
billing cases.

In Sheikhupura, 09 con-
nections were disconnected
by the region and 42 under
billing cases processed, the
team also booked Rs.2.558
million against gas theft
and under billing cases.

SNGPL’s team in
Mardan disconnected 04
connections on account of
direct use of gas and illegal
connections, the team also
booked Rs.0.0475 million
against gas theft.

The regional team in
Gujranwala, 03 meters
were disconnected on the

use of compressor while
another 01 on illegal use of
gas and 31 under billing
cases processed. The region
also imposed fine of
Rs.0.1122 million on under
billing cases.

The company discon-
nected 09 connections on
illegal use of gas in
Islamabad.

In Sahiwal, 02 connec-
tions were disconnected on
illegal use of gas, another
01 connection on the use of
COMPIessor.

The regional team in
Faisalabad disconnected 01
connection on illegal use of
gas, another 02 connections
on the use of compressor
and 16 under billing cases
have been processed.

In Gujrat, the company
disconnected 06 connec-
tions on illegal use of gas.

PSX continues with bullish
trend, gains 237 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
continued with a bullish
trend on Monday and
gained 237.88 points, a
positive change of 0.48 per
cent, closing at 49,731.35
points against 49,493.47
points the previous day.

A total of 467,383,787
shares valuing Rs 14.119
billion were traded during
the day as compared to
556,389,862 shares valuing
Rs 15.450 billion the previ-
ous day.

As many as 359 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 218 of
them recorded gains and
129  sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
12 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were K-Electric
Ltd with 98,168,338 shares
at Rs 3.15 per share, PTCL
with 22,603,000 shares at
Rs 6.95 per share and Pak
Int. Bulk with 22,073,500
shares at Rs 4.59 per share.

Nestle Pakistan wit-
nessed a maximum increase
of Rs 102.00 per share
price, closing at Rs
7,300.00, whereas the run-
ner-up was Philip Morris

Pak with a Rs 40.50 rise in
its per share price to Rs
580.50.

Rafhan Maize witnessed
a maximum decrease of Rs
178.11 per share closing at
Rs 8,200.00, followed by
Pak Hotels with a Rs 38.30
decline to close at Rs
484.71.

Rupee gains 79 paisa
against Dollar

Pakistani Rupee on
Monday witnessed the 28th
consecutive recovery ses-
sion as it gained 79 paisa
against the US Dollar in the
interbank  trading and
closed at Rs 276.83 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 277.62.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
Dollar in the open market
stood at Rs 276 and Rs 278
respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by Rs 1.47 to
close at Rs 291.61 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
293.08, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan.

The Japanese Yen
remained unchanged to
close at Rs 1.85, whereas a
decrease of Rs 2.16 was
witnessed in the exchange

rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs 337.03
as compared to the last
closing of Rs 339.19.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal declined by
22 and 21 paisa to close at
Rs 75.36 and Rs 73.80
respectively.

Gold rates decrease by
Rs.1,900 to Rs.200,100
per tola

The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased by
Rs.1,900 and was sold at
Rs. 200,100 on Monday
compared to its sale at Rs.
202,000 the previous day of
trading.

The price of 10 grams of
24 karat gold also decreased
by Rs.1,629 to Rs.171,553
from Rs.173,182 whereas
the price of 10 gram 22
karat gold went down to
Rs.157,257 from
Rs.158,750, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola and
ten gram silver remained
constant at Rs.2,500 and
Rs.2,143.34 respectively.

The price of gold in the

international market
decreased by $15 to $1,923
from $1,938, the

Association reported.

Poultry prices increase
by 35% in twin cities

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
prices of poultry items have
increased by 35 percent in
the twin cities of Islamabad
and Rawalpindi during the
last eight months that has
created huge volatility in
the market.

According to the market
survey conducted by APP
here Monday, during the
last eight in the twin cities,
a 35 per cent increase was
witnessed in the price of
chicken in the last 8
months, while as same as
33 per cent increase in the
price of poultry eggs in
same period.

According to the survey,
the price of live chicken in
the twin cities was between
Rs360 and 380 per kg from
the last week of this month
of October. Similarly,
chicken meat is sold at
Rs580 to 650 per kg in the
market of both cities.

During this time, it was
also found that poultry
eggs used to be sold at
Rs310 to Rs 320 per dozen
in the market of both
cities.

Meanwhile, talking to

APP, the Chairman Paki-
stan Poultry Association
(PPA), Chaudhry, Muha-
mmad Ashraf said the
increase in the current
prices of poultry is due to
demand and supply issues.

He said that the increase
in poultry business inputs
and cost of doing business
was seen across the coun-
try due to which the mar-
ket was in crisis.

He said that many peo-
ple related to the chicken
business in the country
were affected by the cur-
rent crisis and especially
small businesses and poul-
try farms were closed,
adding the poultry busi-
ness in the four provinces
including Punjab, Sindh,
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is suffering
from the current economic
crisis.

Chaudhry Ashraf said
that the country’s econom-
ic conditions are also an
important issue and the
poultry feed ingredients
imported from foreign
countries are very expen-
sive, in which soybean is

important.

He said that many soy-
bean ships have stopped at
Karachi port, which has an
inevitable impact on poul-

try prices.

Pakistan Poultry
Association (PPA) has also
called for a further

increase in the prices of
chicken and there was an
increase observed in the
prices of poultry items in
the twin cities of
Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

On this occasion, poul-
try feed industrialist and
Senior Vice President of
Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Hamza Sarosh said that
soybean is included in the
basic ingredients of poul-
try feed.

He said that at present,
the import of soybeans has
stopped and several ships
of soybeans are stopped at
Karachi port and one ship
has been released yet.

Hamza said that soy-

beans for poultry feed
were imported  from
America, Brazil and
Argentina.
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Afghanistan’s

upset win
HYDERABAD (INP):
Afghanistan  coach
Jonathan Trott hopes
Sunday’s ICC World
Cup 2023 upset win
over England will
“encourage boys and
girls” to take up crick-
et even though the
country’s Taliban
rulers ban women from
playing sport. The 69-
run victory will be
regarded as one of the
biggest shocks in the
history of the tourna-
ment as Afghanistan
ended a 14-match
World Cup losing
streak. “It’s not just
cricket that the guys
are playing for,” said
Trott, who recognised
the significance of a
win for a nation reeling
from recent earth-
quakes and the
Taliban’s fractious
international relations.
“The guys are very
knowledgeable of the
things and the hardship
that some people are
going through because
of the natural disaster
and for various other
reasons. “And so, if
this can give a smile to
people’s faces but also
encourage boys and
girls to pick up a crick-
et bat or a cricket ball
and get playing cricket
wherever they are in
Afghanistan, then
that’s the sort of the
goal  that’s  been
achieved.” Before
Sunday, Afghanistan
had only won one
match at the World
Cup when they defeat-
ed Scotland on their
2015 debut. They lost
all nine matches they
played at the 2019
tournament in
England, including a
150-run rout at the
hands of the hosts. But
having scored 284 on
Sunday thanks to dash-
ing opener
Rahmanullah Gurbaz’s
blistering 80 and Ikram
Alikhil’s 58,
Afghanistan’s bowlers
set to work.

Shakib fighting
thigh injury

DHAKA (INP):
Bangladesh  captain
Shakib Al Hasan suf-
fered a thigh injury and
is under observation
ahead of their World
Cup match against
India next week, the
country’s cricket board
said.  Veteran all-
rounder Shakib injured
himself during
Friday’s eight-wicket
loss against New
Zealand in Chennai
when he scored 40
with the bat and com-
pleted his bowling
quota of 10 overs to
pick up one wicket for
54 runs before hob-
bling off the field. The
Bangladesh  Cricket
Board (BCB) said in a
statement that he had
an MRI scan but did
not reveal the extent of
the problem. “He had
an MRI scan done after
the game, and we will
continue to observe his
fitness for the coming
matches,” team physio
Bayjedul Islam Khan
said in a BCB state-
ment. “We will clini-
cally assess his day-to-
day progress and take
measures according-
ly.” Bangladesh will
play hosts India in
their next match in
Pune on Thursday.
Bangladesh  started
their World Cup cam-
paign with a victory
against Afghanistan on
Oct 7 but lost their
next two matches
against England and
New Zealand.

Zverev exits

Japan Open
TOKYO (AFP):
Number three seed
Alexander  Zverev
said he "played horri-
ble" after crashing
out in the first round
of the Japan Open on
Monday, losing to
world number 60
Jordan  Thompson.
Germany's Zverev,
ranked ninth in the
world, lost 6-3, 6-4 in
Tokyo, one week
after falling at the
first hurdle at the
Shanghai  Masters.
Zverev, who won the
Chengdu Open in
China last month,
said there was "noth-
ing that I did well"
after having his serve
broken three times by
Thompson.

-
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LUCKNOW: Gienn Maxwell took no time to take the.attack to Sri Lanka.

World Cup 2023

Australia beat Sri Lanka in
Lucknow for first win

LUCKNOW (Agencies):

Australia
finally secured their first win of the
World Cup, but only after surviving
some nervy moments against Sri Lanka.

The five-time champions, who lost
to India and South Africa in their
opening two matches, were in anoth-
er difficult situation when Sri Lanka
reached 125-0. But Sri Lanka fell
apart, losing all 10 wickets for 84
runs to be bundled out for 209.

Even when faced with a modest tar-
get, Australia were 24-2, and had to be
guided from trouble by maiden World
Cup half-centuries from Mitchell
Marsh and Josh Inglis, who made 52
and 58 respectively. Pyrotechnics
were added by Glenn Maxwell's 31
not out from 21 balls, and Marcus
Stoinis' unbeaten 20 from just 10, seal-
ing Australia's victory with five wick-
ets and almost 15 overs in hand.

The fluctuations of the contest
were matched by drama off the field
in Lucknow, where high winds dis-
lodged signs from the roof. Falling
debris dropped on to the pitch and
seats, forcing spectators to the shel-
tered area at the back of the stands.
The International Cricket Council
said no one was hurt and the sparse
crowd was able to move back closer
to the field when the wind calmed.

Australia are now only two points

fered three

errors in the field.

off the top four places in the group
table and next meet Pakistan in
Bangalore on Friday.

That match, along with contests
against New Zealand and England,
will go a long way to deciding their
progress. Sri Lanka, so far the only
team in the competition to have suf-
defeats,
Netherlands at the same ground on
Saturday, knowing that another loss
would probably send them out.

Australia finally up and running

Australia's only World Cup defeat
by Sri Lanka came in the famous
1996 final and there were periods in
this game when a repeat was possible.

Following disappointing perform-
ances in their opening two matches,
Australia were off the pace after los-
ing the toss in Lucknow. Kusal Perera
and Pathum Nissanka added 125 for
the first Sri Lanka wicket, taking
advantage of some tame bowling and

Nissanka survived half-chances to
wicketkeeper Inglis and the flying
Marnus Labuschagne at mid-wicket.
Perera could have been lbw to
Maxwell's off-spin but Australia did
not review, perhaps reluctant after
Mitchell Starc burned an awful
review on Nissanka from the first ball
of the match. It took an excellent

the 31.

play

catch from David Warner on the leg-
side boundary to remove Nissanka
and get Australia firing. It was the
first of two smart catches by Warner,
who even helped the groundstaff with
the covers when it rained.

Sri Lanka's collapse was inexplica-
ble. Nine wickets for 52 and six for
Leg-spinner
improved as the day went on to claim
four wickets, captain Pat Cummins
two and a direct-hit run-out. The wind
brought a dust storm at the end of the
Sri Lanka innings, and the start of the
Australia chase was hit by left-armer
Dilshan Madushanka, who had a livid
Warner and scoreless Steve Smith 1bw
in the same over. For Smith, it was a
first duck in a World Cup match.

But Marsh, possibly playing for
his place as Travis Head returns to fit-
ness after a broken hand, was superb
in powering the ball through the off
side. He was cruising before coming

Adam Zampa

back for a needless second and was

grew

run out by Dimuth Karunaratne's
accurate throw from the deep. With
129 still needed, Inglis' uncertain
start did little to calm Australian jit-
ters, but the gloveman born in Leeds
into a stand of 77 with
Labuschagne. Labuschagne was on
40 when he miscued to mid-wicket to
give Madushanka his third wicket.

3 KP stars leaves for
China to participate in
Asian Paralympic Games

PESHAWAR (APP): Three
special players of KP here
on Monday left for China to
participate in the forthcom-
ing Asian Para Games,
which were postponed due
to COVID-19 will now be
held from October 22 to 28
in Hangzhou under Asian
Paralympic =~ Committee
(APC) and Hangzhou Asian
Para Games Organising
Committee (HAPGOC).
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
three international Table
Tennis players Muhammad
Ibrahim (with standing dis-
ability), World Islamic
Games bronze medalist
Altaf Ur Rehman in wheel-
chair Table Tennis and
Ziaur Rahman (with stand-
ing disability) from Swat
will participate in bad-

minton competitions.

Three special players
from Peshawar will repre-
sent Pakistan in the Asian
Paralympic Games, which
is certainly an honor for
the province. Muhammad
Ibrahim also represented
Pakistan in the Para Asian
Games held in Incheon,
Asian Games held in
Korea in 2015 and Para
Games in Turkeya.

The three players left
Islamabad for Hangzhou,
China. Ibrahim Table
Tennis, Altaf wheelchairs
Table Tennis while Ziaur
Rehman (Badminton) will
participate in their respec-
tive competitions. Before
the departure of the players
to China, after meeting
with the media,

Muhammad Ibrahim and
[ltaf Ur Rehman expressed
the hope that they would
show good results. He said
Zia Ullah, hailing from
Swat, has worked hard for
the competitions and we
hope that our athletes will
definitely succeed in win-
ning medals.

Ibrahim has won the
gold medal in the Asian
Paralympic competitions
held in South Korea and
he is expected to win the
gold medal again, while
Altafur Rehman (Bronze)
medalist) who represented
Pakistan in Turkey in
World Islamic Games,
also got bronze medal in
the wheelchair table ten-
nis category for Pakistan’s
76-year history.

2nd Bank of Khyber Junior
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Badminton C’ship begins

PESHAWAR (APP): The
2nd edition of the Bank of
Khyber Junior Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Badminton
Championship got under-
way here at Tariq Wadood
Indoor Hall, Peshawar
Sports Complex on Monday.
Head of HR the Bank
of Khyber Muhammad
Asif formally inaugurated
the Championship in
which a total of 150 play-
ers, both male and female,
in U15, U17, U19 Boys
singles and Girls Singles
and Doubles (Open cate-
gory) are taking part.

Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
Badminton Association
Secretary Muhammad

Amjad Khan, Tournament
Organizing Secretary Mian
Sadaqat Shah, Directorate of
Sports Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Female Badminton Coach
Bushra, National Coaches
Nadeem Khan, Hayat Ullah,
Malik Faraz and other
important personalities were
also present.

The Championship

would continue up till
October 19, 2023. All the
players participating in the
Championship were scruti-
nized in the first stage after
which they were allowed to
play in the Championship
according to their specific
age group categories includ-
ing U15, U17 and U19 while
the girls were competing in
the open categories in both
singles and doubles events.

Tanzeela Zaman and
Uzair Khan, hailing from
Charsadda and Peshawar,
will be defending their titles
who in the first edition
recorded victories in the
Girls open category and
Boys singles. Earlier the
first edition was successful-
ly held at Abdul Wali Khan
Sports Complex Charsadda,
the Championship will also
select the players for the
National Junior C’ship.

On the opening day, in
the U19 category,
Muhammad  Zaid  of
Peshawar defeated Haris
Ahmad of Kohat by 3-0,

the score was 21-19, 23-21
and 21-18. Umar Khan of
Peshawar defeated Daniyal
of Haripur 3-1, the score
was 19-21, 23-21, 21-17
and 21-18 while Mazhar
Hayat of Charsadda defeat-
ed Mohammad Umar of
Swat by 3-0, the score was
21-19, 21-15 and 21-17.

Talking to the media, HR
Head, the Bank of Khyber
Muhammad Asif said that
Bank of Khyber is playing its
role for the promotion of
sports in the province. He said
along with Badminton, the
Bank of Khyber also extend-
ed sports to various games in
the province besides support-
ing leading ranking players
on an individual basis.

“Our efforts will be that

the bank Organize the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Junior Badminton

Championship on a regular
basis and like in the past, it
has extended all financial
and moral support to the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Badminton Association.

Indian lawyer calls for “strict action”
against Pakistan’s Rizwan for praying
during match, supporting Palestine

ISLAMABAD (Monitroing
Desk): An Indian lawyer has
called on the International
Cricket Council (ICC) to
take “strict action” against
Pakistani batter Muhammad
Rizwan for offering prayers
during a World Cup match in
Hyderabad earlier this month
and dedicating last week’s
victory against Sri Lanka to
the people of Palestine.

Rizwan, widely regarded
as one of the best wicket-
keeper batters in limited
overs cricket around the
world, offered prayers during
Pakistan’s opening match
against the Netherlands on
Oct. 6. He scored a century
during Pakistan’s next
match against Sri Lanka in
Hyderabad, helping his
team complete a record
chase against the island
nation, a victory he dedicat-
ed to “my brothers and sis-
ters” in Palestine, currently
facing unprecedented
Israeli bombardment.

“The act of Muhammad
Rizwan when he read namaz

on the cricket field amid
many Indians is symbolic of
the intentional depiction of
his religion which stands
against the spirit of the
sports,” Indian lawyer Vineet
Jindal said in a written com-
plaint addressed to ICC Chair
Greg Barclay on Oct. 14.
“The act of representation
of his religion by Muhammed
Rizwan in the field and further
followed by his statement in
his press conference regarding
the dedication of his victory to
the people of Gaza further
attests to his religious and
political ideology.” Jindal said
he had sent a copy of the com-
plaint to the cricket boards of
Pakistan and India as well.
“International sports are
conducted with the essence
of developing an amiable
relationship with countries
worldwide irrespective of
caste, creed, race, and reli-
gion and not to create or pro-
voke enmity between com-
munities,” Jindal wrote, say-
ing Rizwan’s actions were
against the ideology of India.

“Therefore, it is requested to
take strict action against
Muhammed Rizwan, Wicket
keeper and batsman of the
Pakistan Cricket team.”
Jindal is the same lawyer
who filed a complaint
against Pakistani presenter
Zainab Abbas earlier this
month over “derogatory”
tweets about Hinduism that
the journalist had posted in
2014. Following the com-
plaint, Abbas, who was in
India as part of the ICC’s
panel of presenters for the
ongoing Cricket World Cup
2023, returned to Pakistan.
She has since apologized
for her posts and said she
left India after feeling
“intimidated and scared”
due to the online reaction.
Meanwhile, Israel’s for-
eign ministry on Sunday cel-
ebrated India’s win against
Pakistan in Saturday’s World
Cup fixture, saying on X
that the loss had kept
Islamabad from possibly
dedicating its victory to the
“terrorists of Hamas.”

Constantine optimistic for
Pakistan to do well i home leg

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan football team coach
Stephen Constantine was
optimistic  that Pakistan
would perform better against
Cambodia in the home league
of the FIFA World Cup 2026
Qualifier on Tuesday.

It may be mentioned that
FIFA World Cup Qualifier
away match between
Pakistan and Cambodia
ended in a goalless draw at
Cambodia last week.

“Hope for a better game
against Cambodia. After
eight years, a big match is
going to take place in
Pakistan. Our focus is on
winning against the
Cambodian team,” he said in
a press conference here at the
Jinnah Stadium of Pakistan
Sports Complex on Monday.

“Pakistan has not had an
international game for a long
time. The players are work-

ing very hard for the game. A
professional football league
is expected to be hosted by
Pakistan. If there is no pro-
fessional league then there
will be no good future of
football in the country. India
has improved in the game
due to the professional foot-
ball league,” he said and
added that the absence of a
professional  league in
Pakistan is need of the hour.
To a question, he said
footballers with dual citizen-
ship were not allowed to rep-
resent the team in India.
“The Pakistan Football
Federation has allowed the
players of dual citizenship in
the team. However, FIFA has
not yet decided about Otis
Khan’s citizenship and he
will be part of the team if the
decision is made,” he said.
Pakistan Football team
Goalkeeper Yusuf Butt’s

was overjoyed to play at
home ground for the first
time. “After eleven years,
we will be playing at our
home ground,” he said.

In another presser, Head
coach Cambodian team Felix
Agustin Gonzalez Dalmas
thanked Pakistani people and
PFF for the warm welcome.
“They have been very kind
and as a guest I'm very
happy. PFF has put in a lot of
money in football and the
first leg at Cambodia was a
tough one,” he said.

“Pakistan is the favorite
to win at home. Football is
played on the ground. The
sports facilities are very
good here and will improve
further,” he said. Cambodian
goalkeeper Kim Huy who
also accompanied Dalmas in
the presser was full of hope
for the match against
Pakistan on Tuesday.

Waqar tells
Shaheen to copy
Bumrah World
Cup blueprint

BENGALURU (AFP):
Pakistan legend Wagqar
Younis on Monday advised
misfiring strike bowler
Shaheen Shah Afridi to
learn from India seamer
Jasprit Bumrah if he wants
to make an impact at the
World Cup.

Shaheen is struggling
with his pace and fitness
and has been unimpressive
in all three games at the
World Cup where his four
wickets have come at a cost
of 139 runs.

"I don't know if there is a
problem with his fitness,"
Wagar, who is India as a
commentator, told AFP.

"The missing link in his
bowling is discipline and
he is over trying to get
wickets.

"When you do the same
thing again and again, like
Shaheen is bowling to get
his yorker going, then bats-
men know that and they are
ready for it." Waqgar suggest-
ed Shaheen should follow
the example set by Bumrah
who he described as a "top
bowler." The Indian spear-
head is joint top wicket-
taker in the World Cup with
eight wickets at just 11.52.
New  Zealand  spinner
Mitchell Santner and fast
bowler Matt Henry also
have eight victims each.

India thumped Pakistan
by seven wickets in
Ahmedabad on Saturday,
with Shaheen unable to
help Pakistan defend a
meagre 192-run target.

In contrast, Bumrah dis-
missed Mohammad Rizwan
and Shadab Khan with two
well executed deliveries to
finish with 2-19 in seven
overs. "Bumrah is creating
pressure and his line is top
of the off stump. He bowled
so well against Pakistan and
created pressure to get
wickets," said Waqar.
Shaheen, 23, has been lead-
ing Pakistan's new-ball
attack since taking 16 wick-
ets in five World Cup games
in the United Kingdom four
years ago. He has been
likened to former great
Wasim Akram who with
414 Test and 502 ODI wick-
ets was regarded as one of
the best left-arm pacers to
have played cricket.

Nasrullah Khan wins
senior amateur golf title at

30th COAS championship

LAHORE (APP): Brig.
Nasrullah Khan Warraich
of the Rawalpindi Golf
Club (RGC) won senior
amateur net category with a
score of 142 at the 30th

Chief of Army Staff

(COAS) championship

played at the iconic RGC.
Corps Commander

Rawalpindi Lt Gen Imtiaz
Shahid (HI M) was the
chief guest at the closing
ceremony and distributed
prizes among the winners.

Scheduled from the 10th
to the 15th of October
2023, the 30th COAS Open
Golf Championship saw
over 700 talented male and
female golfers from across
the country in action.

They compete in vari-
ous categories, including

professionals, seniors,
amateurs, veterans, and
women.

The other  winners
included Brig  Shoaib
Kiyani, Muhammad Aslam,
Sumair Ashraf, Naseer Raja,
Colonel Asif Mehdi, and
Shahid Warraich. In the
Ladies Category Ramsha
Ijaz, Barkha Ijaz and Hamna
Amjad were the winners.

In the amateur category,
Mohammad Shoaib and
Amir Farooq were success-
ful while Senior
Professional category was
won by Muhammad Tariq.

Junior professional cat-
egory bagged by Muda
Khan while Shabbir Igbal
and Muhammad Munir
won first and second posi-
tion respectively in the
professional category.

The President RGC
hailed the services of ground
staff, national scorer Faiz
Rasool and RGC Secretary
Brig Zahid Hussain.

10C approves
cricket for 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics

MUMBALI (INP): Cricket will feature as one of five
new sports at the 2028 Olympic Games in Los Angeles,
organisers announced Monday.

A vote of the International Olympic Committee’s
session in Mumbai approved cricket, together with
baseball/softball, flag football, squash and lacrosse.

The IOC’s executive board last week accepted a pro-
posal by LA organisers for Twenty20 cricket, the
sport’s shortest format, to be included along with the

four other new events.

But the final choice still had to be voted on Monday
at the IOC session in Mumbai, one of the global centres
for cricket, as India hosts the men’s 50-over Cricket
World Cup. Los Angeles chiefs have proposed a six-
team event, in both men’s and women’s T20 cricket.

The United States is set to field sides as the host
nation, but no firm decision has been made on the num-
ber of teams, or how they will qualify. Cricket last fea-
tured at the 1900 Paris Olympics, when a team from
Britain beat a side representing France. Adding cricket
to the Olympic programme is an obvious move, finan-

cially speaking.

It would tap into the lucrative South Asian market,
attracting fans in countries such as India and Pakistan.
The Indian Premier League, featuring cricket’s global
stars, has helped India become the unquestioned eco-
nomic driving force of the sport, thanks to legions of
fans and lucrative broadcasting deals in a nation where
the game is almost a religion.

KP Inter-Division
Open Archery
Championship

begins

PESHAWAR (APP): The
first edition of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Inter-
Division Open Archery
Championship organized
by Provincial Archery
Association got under way
here at Hayatabad Sports
Complex on Monday.

A large number of male
and female players turned
up participating in the
Championship in different
categories including Men’s
single, Women’s single and
Max-Double competitions.
Founder of the Archery in
Pakistan Wisal Muhammad
Khan was the special guest
who officially inaugurated

the Championship.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Archery Association

Secretary Sarfaraz Khan,
Coach Nawab Ali and a
large number of players
and spectators were also
present on this occasion.
Male players from
Peshawar, Mardan, Bannu,
Kohat, Malakand, Dera
Ismail Khan and Hazara
Divisions, as well as
female archers are also
actively participating in
these competitions. In the
women’s event, Kainat
Nisar and Sakina per-
formed well, while in the
Men’s event, Waqar from
Mardan and Archers from
Kohat took the lead.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony, Wisal
Muhammad Khan said that
he has always been trying to
promote archery throughout
the country including
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He
said, when the game of
archery was introduced in
Pakistan, this sport was com-
pletely new to the people,
but with a lot of hard work
and continuous efforts, it got
a boost and today archery is
one of the most popular
sports in Pakistan. He said
that due to the efforts of
coaches like Sarfaraz
Khan, Nawab Khan, more
young talented archery
players are coming to the
national and international
levels. He said Archery
equipment has been provid-
ed to various district asso-
ciations, which will surely
give further development to
the sport of archery.
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Sabiha Khanam
remembered

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Leading lady of the
Pakistani cineworld of
1950s and 1960s Sabiha
Khanam was remem-
bered on Monday on her
birth anniversary. Born
on October 16, 1935 in
Gujrat, her real name was
Mukhtar Begum. She
ruled the Pakistani cine-
ma with superhit movies,
including Kaneez,
Mukhra, Anokha,
Tehzeeb, and many oth-
ers. She gave award-win-
ning performances in
films during the 1980s
and 1990s as well.Overall
she performed in over
130 films. Some excel-
lent television dramas
were also on her credit. In
most of her movies,
Sabiha played the lead
roles along with her hus-
band, late Santosh Kumar
(Syed Musa Raza). The
government of Pakistan
conferred upon her the
Pride of Performance
award in 1986. She
passed away on June 13,
2020 at the age of 85 in
Virginia, United States.

Police arrest
14 gamblers

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi district
Police arrested nine gam-
blers and recovered Rs
17,770 stake money, 13
mobile phones and other
items from their posses-
sion, said a police
spokesman here on
Monday. He informed
that Waris Khan police
conducted a raid and
arrested nine gamblers
namely Tariq, Akash,
Bilal, Asif, Aqib, Umair,
Imran, Zubair, and
Kashif and recovered Rs
10,570, seven mobile
phones and other items
from their possession. In
other raid, Pirwadhai
police arrested five
accused namely Waleed,
Salman, Babar, Ghulam
Ali and Zahoor Ali and
recovered Rs 7200, six
mobile phones and other
items from their posses-
sion. Separate cases have
been registered against
them while further inves-
tigations are under
process. Superintendent
of Police, Rawal, Faisal
Saleem said that gam-
bling is the root cause of
other evils and those
involved in such crimes
do not deserve any con-
cession.

IESCO recovers
over Rs 401 min
ISLAMABAD (APP):

Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(IESCO) has so far

recovered over Rs 401
million from 26,399
defaulters during the
ongoing drive against
power theft and recovery
across all the circles of
the company. According
to an IESCO official, the
Company teams on
Monday recovered over
Rs 1.4 million from 130
running defaulters and Rs
1.9 million from dead
defaulters, besides
removing meters and
transformers of default-
ers. The official said the
drive would continue
vigorously till complete
elimination of power
theft and recovery from
the defaulters. He urged
the consumers to pay
their bills timely.

Umrah draw

held at AIOU

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Employees Welfare
Association (EWA) of
Allama Igbal Open
University (AIOU)
organised an Umrah draw
in the university's audito-
rium the other day. Six
members from grade 2 to
16  including Irfan
Ahmed, Farman Ali, Iram
Nazli, Mumtaz Alam,
Riasat Hussain and
Muhammad Ansar, while
5 members from grade 17
to 21 including Shah
Farrukh, Zahida Parveen,
Shafique Ahmed, Aftab
Ahmed and Naveed
Sultana were among the
lucky members whose
name was balloted and
they will perform umrah
this year. The ceremony
was presided over by
Vice Chancellor, AIOU,
Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood, while
Registrar, Raja Umar
Younis, Chairman,
Umrah Committee, Syed
Zia Hussain Nagqvi,
President EWA Yasir
Mehmood and other rep-
resentatives participated
in the event.

Sadiq Sanjran at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Indonesia Adam M. Tugio
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Sanjrani, Indonesian
Ambassador unite for
stronger bilateral relations

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indonesian Ambassador to
Pakistan, Adam M. Tugio,
met with Chairman Senate,
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
at the Parliament House
and discussed matters of

mate

tion, focusing on trade, cul-
ture, and tourism.

During the meeting, the
favorable investment cli-
in Pakistan was
underscored,
Chairman Senate encour-

of innocent Palestinians.
In addressing the global
challenge of
Islamophobia, the
Chairman Senate empha-
sized the significance of
unity and  consensus

with

[

alled on Chairman Senate Muhammad

mutual interest, culminat-
ing in a commitment to
strengthen bilateral ties,
particularly in the areas of
trade and investment.
Chairman Senate
expressed his steadfast
determination to deepen
relations with Indonesia,
emphasizing the historical
support both nations have
provided each other during
challenging times.

Acknowledging the
intrinsic  value of the
Pakistan-Indonesia rela-

tionship, Chairman Senate
highlighted the need to aug-
ment economic coopera-

aging Indonesian busi-
nessmen to explore invest-
ment opportunities.
Stressing the necessity to
boost the trade volume
between the two countries,
he also emphasized the
importance of reinforcing
parliamentary ties and fos-
tering economic diploma-
cy. The parties delved into
the intricate situation in
Palestine, advocating a
resolution aligned with
UN resolutions. Chairman
Senate urged world pow-
ers to exert pressure on
Israel, emphasizing the
need to halt the suffering

among Muslim nations.
Expressing mutual

admiration, Ambassador

Adam M. Tugio described

Indonesia's view of
Pakistan as crucial. He
commended Pakistan's

efforts for regional peace
and expressed Indonesia's
keen interest in advancing
bilateral relations across
various domains.

In closing, both sides
affirmed their commitment
to further strengthen ties,
recognizing the importance
of collaborative efforts in
addressing regional and
global challenges.

Prominent persons
call on Jamal Shah

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prominent arts and acade-
mia figures here on
Monday met with Federal
Minister for National
Heritage and Culture
Jamal Shah at the Culture
Division to discuss cultur-
al preservation and peace,
exploring academic part-
nerships to empower
youth creatively, conclud-
ing with a friendly
gathering.

Conversations also
revolved around plans to
establish academic con-
nections with periphery
universities to empower
youth creatively, said a
press release issued here.

The meeting included
attendees such as film
director Sajjad Ahmed,
Prof. Dr. Mansoor Ahmed
Kundi, who previously
served as the VC of both

Gomal University and
Bahauddin Zakariya
University, Former ED
HEC, Islamabad, and
Sarfaraz Ali Korejo, who
holds the position of
Executive Director of
Students ~ Advancement
Fund Endowment (SAFE)
at Shah Abdul Latif
University, and is the
Founder of the Pak-U.S.
Alumni Network (PUAN)
Sukkur Chapter, among
others who met with the
minister.

In the meeting, they
conveyed their best wishes
to the minister.

During meeting, they
talked about common
areas of interest and mat-
ters concerning the promo-
tion and preservation of
the country's artistic and
cultural heritage.

Furthermore, they had a

detailed discussion about
establishing academic and
institutional connections
with  universities  in
Pakistan's periphery,
including Shah Abdul
Latif University, Khairpur.
The aim is to empower
and involve our dynamic
youth in creative
endeavors.

The minister empha-
sized that promoting the
national heritage and cul-
ture among the people is
key to preventing societal
issues such as hatred and
intolerance, leading
peace and stability.

In addition, Korejo,
representing the Vice
Chancellor of Shah Abdul
Latif University, Khairpur,
presented a traditional gift
of handcrafted organic
Khais/Lungi from
Khairpur to the minister.

to

ANPF seizes
108 kg drugs;
arrests three

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
five operations across the
country managed to recover
108 kg drugs and arrested
three accused, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Monday. He
informed that 24.8 kg
hashish was recovered from
an accused, resident of
Kohat arrested on Super
Highway Karachi. On the
pointation of the accused, a
co-accused, resident of
Karachi was also arrested.

In another operation at
Jinnah International
Airport, Karachi Courier
Office, ANF recovered 180
grams Ice drug from a par-
cel booked for Dubai.

30 kg hashish concealed
in doors of a vehicle was
recovered on Sibi Road
Quetta. During the opera-
tion, an accused, resident of
Naseerabad was arrested.

Drugs concealed for the
purpose of smuggling were
recovered in Chagai and
Kach districts. 25 kg
hashish, 8 kg heroin, 1 kg
opium, 30 grams ice drug
and 20 kg prohibited mate-
rials were recovered.

Ashrati, Erbas urge
immediate halt to
Gaza bombardment

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Ulema
Council Chairman, Hafiz Muhammad
Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi on Monday
held a meeting with the President of
Religious Affairs of Turkey, Dr. Ali
Erbas. Both the leaders vehemently con-
demned the ongoing Israeli aggression
against Palestinian territories, including
Gaza, and called upon the United
Nations and the international communi-
ty to play a more active role in immedi-
ately halting the brutal bombardment,
said a statement.

They emphasized that Israel's actions
constitute the worst war crimes, with
inhumane atrocities inflicted upon the
people of Gaza, including attacks on
schools, hospitals, and relief teams.

Both the leaders stressed that the
Palestinian issue must be resolved in
accordance with the United Nations'
resolutions. They advocated for restor-
ing the pre-1967 status of Palestine.

Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi and Dr. Ali
Erbas also expressed deep concern over
the dire situation in Gaza, especially the
shortage of essential supplies like food
and water, arising from the conse-
quences of Israel's encirclement.

“This situation is a clear violation of
international agreements and the United

Nations Security Council's resolutions,”
they added.

They called for an immediate halt to
the bombardment of Gaza and the end
of the unjust blockade, allowing inter-
national aid to reach the affected peo-
ple. Both the leaders stated that the
issues of Palestine and Kashmir were
long-standing concerns of the Muslim
Ummah, which should be resolved in
the light of the United Nations' resolu-
tions. They condemned the bloodshed
and oppressive occupation in Kashmir
and Palestine by India and Israel,
respectively.

The resilience and sacrifices of the
ashmiris and Palestinians in their strug-
gle for freedom were acknowledged,
they added.

Both leaders emphasized the need for
Pakistan Ulema Council and the Turkish
Ministry of Religious Affairs to enhance
cooperation to address the issues facing
the Muslim Ummah and work collec-
tively toward their resolution.

Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi also thanked
the Turkish government for its steadfast
stance against Israeli aggression and
expressed gratitude for their timely con-
demnation of the recent Israeli
hostilities.

Tackling land-grabbing
mafias remains top
priority: ICCPO

‘World Food
Safety Day’

observed

RAWALPINDI (APP): A
seminar here on Monday
was organized by the

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad Capital Police's
Tarnol unit recently appre-
hended a notorious land
grabber, confiscating
weapons and ammunition
during the operation, police
said. Under the directive of
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan,
Islamabad Capital City
Police Officer (ICCPO), a
vigorous crackdown on land
grabbers in the federal capi-
tal has been initiated to
eradicate this menace.

Employing  advanced
technology and manpower,
the Tarnol police successful-
ly arrested an individual
involved in the illegal
seizure of citizens' proper-
ties and other related trans-
gressions.

The perpetrator, identi-

fied as Wali Khan, was
found in possession of
weapons and ammunition,
leading to his immediate
detention. Cases have been
filed against the apprehend-
ed individual, and investiga-
tions are underway.

Expressing zero toler-
ance for land grabbing,
ICCPO Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan emphasized the con-
tinuation of stringent meas-
ures against those unlawful-
ly occupying others' proper-
ties. He instructed all zonal
police officers to escalate
the crackdown until the
complete eradication of land
grabbing within the federal
capital. Citizens are urged to
promptly report any such
activities to the police
helpline, Pucar-15.

Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) on the occasion of
World Food Safety Day at
the National University of
Medical Sciences.

The event witnessed the
participation of various

officials and students,
including Director of
Operations North, Amina
Rafique, Dean of
Nutrition, Dr. Ayesha
Mahiuddin, and Head of the
Department, Dr. Omar
Farooq. Punjab  Food
Authority and the
Department  of  Food

Sciences and Nutrition col-
laborated to hold the seminar
which focused on the theme
"Water is Life" and discussed
the use of water, conserva-
tion, and the risks posed by
environmental changes.

HEC explores opportunities for
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FIWU organizes 3-day capacity
building training program

RAWALPINDI (APP): In a commendable
stride towards promoting academic excel-
lence and fostering a culture of quality
assurance, the Quality Enhancement Cell
for Affiliated Colleges (QEC-AC) at
Fatima Jinnah Women University (FJWU)
has organized a comprehensive three-day
Capacity Building Training Program.

This event was conducted under the
aegis of the Higher Education
Development Program (HEDP) and
brought together prominent stakeholders
in the education sector.

Distinguished guests at the opening cer-
emony were Asad Khan, Head/Program
Specialist of the Post-secondary Education
Reforms Unit (PERU), HEDP, HEC, and
Dr. Arshad Bashir, Consultant Academics,
PERU, HEDP, HEC, Islamabad. Both
luminaries addressed the significance of
the HEDP project's Component-2, a strate-
gic initiative aimed at enhancing the qual-
ity of teaching and learning in affiliated
colleges (ACs). They acknowledged and
commended the establishment of a dedi-
cated QEC-AC unit within FIWU's QEC,
designed to facilitate ACs in their ongoing
journey of academic enhancement.

The opening ceremony was graced by
Dr. Saima Hamid, Former Vice Chancellor
of FIWU, who shared the remarkable
progress achieved during her four-year
tenure, positioning FIWU as a leading
institution in women's education.

Dr. Hamid expressed deep appreciation
for HEDP, HEC, in catalyzing the estab-
lishment of the QEC-AC unit at FJWU,
instrumental in implementing a holistic
approach to a culture of academic quality.

The program featured a series of techni-
cal sessions led by distinguished profes-
sionals in the field.

Dr. Khushbakht Hina, Director of QEC
at the National University of Modern
Languages (NUML), Islamabad, illumi-
nated the challenges of Self-Assessment
Report (SAR) preparation and the HEC
Revised Policy on Anti-Plagiarism for
2023. Dr. Shaheryar Naveed, Additional
Director of the Centre for Learning
Excellence at FIWU, expertly guided the
participants in Integrating High Impact
Teaching Practices in the Classroom.
Wagas Ahmed Malik, Additional Director
of QEC at the Institute of Space
Technology (IST), Islamabad, introduced
participants to the philosophy of Outcome-
Based Education. This was followed by a
session led by Ms. Nosheen Naz, Deputy
Director of QEC at FIWU, who highlight-
ed the Usage of Turnitin Software and
emphasized the paramount importance of
academic integrity in alignment with the
HEC Anti-Plagiarism Policy Version 2.

Dr. Huma Ayub, Additional Director of
QEC at FJWU spoke on Quality
Assurance Practices, the Monitoring and
Evaluation = Mechanism, and the
Implementation of HEC's Undergraduate
Education Policy for 2023 at FIWU.

A group discussion involving repre-
sentatives from FJWU's Registrar,
Admission, and Examination office, as
well as academic figures, deliberated on
the challenges and future prospects for
quality assurance in affiliated colleges.

The event reached its zenith in a closing )

ceremony graced by Prof. Dr. Uzaira
Rafique, Vice Chancellor of FJWU, who
distributed certificates among the partici-
pants. Dr. Huma Ayub extended her heart-
felt gratitude in a closing address, mark-
ing the culmination of this enlightening
Capacity Building Program.

students, faculty in WBAF
Financial Inclusion Programme

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Higher
Education = Commission (HEC),
Pakistan held here Monday a meeting
with Executive Chairman World
Business Angel Forum (WBAF), Mr.
Babarys Altuntas to explore opportu-
nities for students and faculty under
the WBAF Financial Inclusion
Programme. Chaired by Chairman
HEC Prof. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed, the
meeting was attended by Vice
Chancellors/Pro-Vice Chancellors of
leading public sector universities
including MNS  University of
Agriculture Multan, National Textile
University Faisalabad, Abdul Wali
Khan University Mardan, National
University of Modern Languages
Islamabad, Institute of Management
Sciences Peshawar, University of
Agriculture  Faisalabad, DOW
University of Health Sciences
Karachi, National University of
Science & Technology Islamabad.
CEO IGNITE Mr. Asim Hussain,
Director General R&I HEC Hazrat
Bilal, Director R&I HEC Ms.
Noshaba Awais, and representatives of
universities’ Business Incubation
Centres, also attended the meeting.
The meeting held in continuation of
the recent collaboration established
between HEC and WBAF, in March
2023 on the sidelines of the 5th Vice
Chancellors Forum. WBAF, an inter-
national organization, aims to ease

access to finance for start-ups for gen-
erating jobs in the world economy.

Through the collaboration, the
capabilities of entrepreneurs, start-ups,
students, and faculty members of
Pakistani universities will be strength-
ened via network-building with global
investors and providing them with
quality knowledge. WBAF under its,
Financial Inclusion Programme, pro-
vides angel investment courses for stu-
dents, accrediting entrepreneurship
clubs, supporting incubation centres,
access to Financial Inclusion Centre to
all students and faculty, etc.

In his opening remarks, Chairman
HEC stated that HEC is committed
to strengthening collaboration with
international partners to open new
avenues and opportunities for stu-
dents and faculty. He added that
HEC is putting efforts to play its part
for development of an entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem in the country facili-
tating startups to contribute to
wealth creation and to generate more
job opportunities.

Ms. Noshaba Awais shed light on
the HEC-WBAF collaboration and the
Financial Inclusion Programme.

Apprising the university represen-
tatives of the objectives of Lol, she
said that the agreed program of activi-
ties under the Lol pertains to the inclu-
sion of Pakistani universities in the
Financial Inclusion Programme being

offered by WBAF and 15 universities
have already given their consent for
the programme.

She briefed that the programme is
divided into two phases, the Phase-I
includes providing access to students
and faculty to the Financial Inclusion
Centre, while the Phase II includes
angel investor course for BICs, aca-
demic support, assessment of BICs,
and formation of university Business
Angels Network, etc.

Mr. Babarys Altuntas underlined
that WBAF is an affiliated partner of
the G20 Global Partnership for
Financial Inclusion (GPFI), adding
that it is collaborating globally to
empowering the economic develop-
ment of the world.

He briefed in detail the Financial
Inclusion Programme to the Vice
Chancellors and Pro-Vice Chancellors
who attended the meeting and having
consented for the programme.

He noted that governments around
the world have understood the impor-
tance of angel investment for boosting
their economies.

The participating Vice
Chancellors appreciated the efforts
of HEC and acknowledged the need
for working together to uplift the
economy of Pakistan through entre-
preneurship development and incu-
bation opportunities for young and
promising startups.

MANAGEMENT

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Health Min

ister Dr. Nadeem Jan peenting a h to UNFPA Country Director
Dr. Luay Shabaneh at All Pakistan Women Convention on Family Planning and Population Management.




(UAE building hospital in Herat )

KABUL (Pajhwok): UAE is building a hos-
pital in the earthquake-hit Herat province. To
treat quake-wounded individuals, the hospi-
tal would be constructed within eight hours.
The plan for building the medical facility
was announced by a UAE team that visited
the province. The delegation, including
health workers, has also brought equipment.
Herat Governor Sheikh Noor Ahmad
Islamjar commended the UAE gesture prom-
\ised support for the hospital’s construction.
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fQuake relief supplies arrived)

HERAT (Agencies): The first batch of earth-
quake relief supplies donated by the Chinese
government arrived at Afghanistan’s Herat
International Airport and was handed over to
the Afghan side.
tents and rollaway beds, were unloaded from
two Chinese cargo planes at the airport,
Xinhua reported. The Chinese government
has pledged emergency humanitarian assis-
tance to Afghanistan to help the country with
\earthquake relief work.

Relief materials, including

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Protests held 1in Logar over
Israel’s attacks on Gaza

- ‘ -
LOGAR (TOLOnews):
Residents of Kharwar dis-
trict of Logar province held
protests in response to
Israel’s attacks on the Gaza
Strip and they want the
international community to
put pressure on Israel to stop
its attacks on the Gaza Strip.

“With the oppression of
the Palestinian people, God
willing, our Mujahideen
will go and save them,”

said Khan Mohammad, a
protester.

“Stop killing Muslims,
stop your cruelty, terror,

and barbarism against
Muslims, we are ready to
cooperate with them in any
way,” said Subhanullah, a
protester.

Some protestors said that
if Israel continues these
attacks, they are ready to
unite with Hamas and stand

against Israel.

“We ask the superpower
countries of the world to try
to stop the bombing and the
war that is going on in Gaza
right now,” said Sahil, a
protestor.  “Where are
human rights and those
who claim to defend
Muslim rights now?” said
Ahmad Jan, a protestor.

The second Deputy
Prime Minister condemned

Israel’s attacks on the Gaza
Strip and called on Islamic
countries and the interna-
tional community to stop
these attacks.

“In the 21st century,
making 1.2 million people
mass immigrants from their
country has no place in any
law. All the countries of the
world should raise their
voices,” said Abdul Salam
Hanafi.

Helmand’s Binader residents
decry limited access to schools

LASHKARGAH
(Pajhwok): Residents of
Binader area in Garamser
district of southern Helmand
province say their children
lack full access to education
facilities and urge the gov-
ernment to resolve this issue.

Officials admit the com-
plaint of Binader residents,
but say schools in all areas
of Helmand are operating
according to people’s needs.

Abdul Wasi, a teacher at
a private school and a resi-
dent of Binader area, told
Pajhwok Afghan News:
“Binader area is divided
into Binader Ulia and

Binader Sufla areas and
15,000 families live in
these areas and only a pri-
mary school exists in
Binader Sufla and a middle
school in Binader Ulia.”

The middle school in
Binader Sufla is 18 kilome-
ters away from the school
in Binader Ulia.

Children of these two
areas are deprived of high
school education because
there is no high school.

The teacher asked the
government to provide edu-
cation facilities for the chil-
dren of these areas.

Juma Gul, another resi-

dent of Binader area, told
Pajhwok the foundation
stones or two schools were
laid near Binader bazaar
during the previous govern-
ment, but their construction
could not be completed.

Maulavi  Mohammad
Ewaz Ansari, provincial
education department head,
confirmed the complaints
of Binader residents and
said efforts were underway
to solve such problems in
Binader area and other dis-
tricts.

Ansari said: “It is a com-
mon problem in all districts
of Helmand province, 45

school buildings are half
completed, these buildings
are supposed to be complet-
ed under Eqra program, but
its budget is currently
frozen in World Bank.”

He said they had shared
the issue with the Ministry
of Education (MoE) and
some primary and middle
schools will be upgraded to
middle and high schools.

He further added that
there was also a shortage of
teachers and the MoE had
approved 105 more teach-
ers who would be hired
through a transparent
process.

Visually impaired complain about
lack of educ and job opportunities

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Individuals with disabilities
in Afghanistan face chal-
lenges such as poverty, lim-
ited access to education,
unemployment, healthcare
issues, and social insecurity.

The United Nations des-
ignated October 15th as
‘International White Cane
Safety Day’ in 1969 to
address the issues faced by
the visually impaired. Since
then, every year, this day has
been commemorated world-
wide to raise awareness and
support for individuals with
visual impairments.

People with disabilities
in Afghanistan also com-
memorate this day through
separate ceremonies.
Before the resurgence of
the Taliban in Afghanistan,
there were limited opportu-
nities for individuals with
disabilities, and they were
engaged in various sectors.

However, Afghanistan
has been experiencing a cri-
sis over the past two years,
affecting all segments of
society, especially vulnera-
ble groups. Two years after
the Taliban administration

X
took control, the visually
impaired are complaining
about the lack of job oppor-
tunities, limited access to
education, and the promo-
tion of cultural stereotypes.

Nargis Kazemi, a 25-
year-old woman, has lived
with her blind husband in a
rented house in one corner
of Kabul for three years.
She used to work as a weav-
er alongside her studies in
the past, selling her prod-
ucts to contribute to the
family income. But, as she
puts it, “Conditions have
changed, and it has become
tough for everyone.”
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Nargis, who successfully
graduated in law and crimi-
nology from Kabul
University, initially faced
family resistance and the
Taliban’s ban on girls’ edu-
cation. She was unable to
continue her studies.

Nargis emphasizes that
the government has allocat-
ed a meagre allowance for
the visually impaired, and
job opportunities for blind
people in the country are
scarce.

This visually impaired
woman, who dreams of
having a child, adds,
“Before, my nephews used

to accompany me, but now
that my husband and I live
together, we want to have a
child to help us leave the
house.”

She adds, “This is
Afghanistan. One moment
it’s good, the next moment
it’s bad,” and she is both-
ered by using the word
“blind.”

According to the United
Nations Human Rights
Watch, more than four mil-
lion people in Afghanistan
have disabilities, and many
of them, including the visu-
ally impaired, face various
forms of discrimination.

Kazakh
rescuers

return home

KABUL (Agencies): A
team of rescue workers
from Kazakhstan returned
home on Monday after
assisting in the search and
rescue mission in Herat
province in Afghanistan
following the string of
earthquakes last week.

The team, sent by Presi-
dent Kassym-Jomart Toka-
yev to assist in Afghanistan
involved a team of 45 peo-
ple; this included rescue
workers, canine units from
Kazakhstan’s national
operational rescue team,
doctors and paramedics
from the Ministry of
Emergency Situations.

The ministry’s press
service reported families
and friends of the rescue
workers were at the airport
to welcome them home.

According to the min-
istry, the Kazakh rescuers
provided medical care to 83
earthquake victims, helped
clear debris around 211
damaged houses, and
examined 700 destroyed
houses in the Naib Rafi vil-
lage. The team also found
and recovered the body of a
deceased child.

In addition, the team
assisted and inspected a
number of tent cities affect-
ed by a severe dust storm.

According to Kazakh
news agencies, Afghan
authorities thanked Kazak-
hstanis for their assistance
in helping the earthquake
victims.

“We will remember the
invaluable assistance that
Kazakhstan has provided
to us in difficult times,”
Mohajer Sahib, from the
Ministry of Culture and

Information of
Afghanistan said while
addressing the rescuers

before their departure.

Centre 1n need
of female
physiotherapist

KHOST CITY (Pajhwok):
Patients visiting the Orth-
opedic and Physiotherapy
Centre in southwestern
Khost province resent the
shortage of female staff.

This centre was estab-
lished several years ago
under the umbrella of the
Public Health Department
by an NGO working for
the rehabilitation of the
physically-challenged
people.

Around 1,000 patients,
half of them women, visit
the facility every month.
But visitors often grumble
about the shortage of
women medics

Wahid, who approached
the medical facility, com-
mended  its  services.
However, he called the lack
of female staff a major
problem.

He said the people of
Khost adhered to tradition-
al and did not like to send
their women to male doc-
tors. “This issue must be
addressed by appointing
women physiotherapists.”

Mujeeb, who visited
hospital, claimed seeing
several people returning
without showing their
female patients to male
doctors.

He said the people take
their patients to other
health centres due to lack
of female doctors in this
hospital.

“While coming here, we
hope they will help us, they
will address my leg pain
complaint. One shortcom-
ing is that the limb plastic
quality is inferior and
should be improved.”

Haya, another visitor,
said it was difficult for
women explaining their
issues to a male doctor.

Farmers blame reduced rice yield

TALOQAN  (Pajhwok):
Farmers in northern Takhar
province are unhappy with
this year’s rice yield despite
many efforts.

Rice is one of important
crops in Takhar.

Pajhwok Afghan News
reporter talked to several
farmers on how and when
the rice is cultivated and
what steps they need to
take?

Mohammad Zarif, a
farmer who cultivates rice
every year, said: “In June,
first the rice is planted and
about 40 days, it turns into
seedlings. In the month of
July, the process of plant-
ing seedlings begins and

last for four to five
months, 24-hour efforts
are made so that the paddy
does not remain without
water, and during this peri-
od, it is irrigated until it
reaches maturity in the
month of October.

He said then the har-
vesting process begins and
after the harvest, farmers
start separating it from the
paddy by threshing, the
paddy is thrown into spe-
cial wells again after two
to three weeks and is sepa-
rated and goes to the boil-
er.
Another farmer
Khodadad, who has culti-
vated rice on more than

two acres of land, says rice
cultivation starts in June
and is harvested in
October.

He added lack of agri-
cultural machines to culti-
vate and harvest rice and
no cooperation of the
Agriculture Department
like distributing chemical
fertilizers to farmers were
their major concerns.

Abdul Qadir, another
farmer, said white rice and
red rice were mostly culti-
vated in Takhar and have
satisfactory yields.

Besides lack of cooper-
ation from the govern-
ment, he blamed monsoon
rains for this year’s

reduced yields compared
to previous years.

Meanwhile, Qiamuddin
Ahmadi, an agricultural
affairs expert in Takhar,
told Pajhwok that rice
yield dramatically
decreased in Takhar this
year due to lack of govern-
ment’s attention, educa-
tional seminars on how to
grow rice and more atten-
tion to mechanization of
wheat.

Abdul Aala Radmard,
director of agriculture pro-
motion and development,
said that last year rice was
cultivated on 46,000
hectares of land, but this
year due to lack of water,

its cultivation decreased to
41,000 hectares.

According to  him,
Takhar province produced
124,000 tons of rice last
year, but this year the
yeield  decreased to
100,000 tons.

The price of domesti-
cally  produced rice
increased after the govern-
ment halted import of rice
from regional countries.
The price of 7-kilogram of
rice in Takhar hovered
between  350afs  and
700afs depending on taste
and quality.

Radmard said the local
government had tried to
address farmers’ concerns.

Haqqgani: IEA made
no ‘secret deal’

KABUL (Agencies):
Acting Minister of Interior
Sirajuddin Haqqani has
said that the freedom of
Afghanistan was achieved
as a result of the struggle of
the Islamic Emirate and the
people of the country and
that no deal was made with
anyone in this regard.

“We are not beholden to
anybody. We have not
made a deal. If you have
noticed, on the day of con-
quest, there were no
Mujahideen (IEA fighters)
in many places where con-
quests were achieved. We
called on local people and
madrassa students to go and
protect it,” Haqqgani said
during a speech in Ziruk

district of Paktika province.

He also emphasized the
need to strengthen nation-
al unity and rebuild the
country.

“We are tired of hostili-
ties, we didn’t see any ben-
efit, we didn’t feel life, we

missed

development,”
Haqqani said.

According to him, reli-
gious and national values of
Afghanistan have been
damaged as a result of
oppression by the former
rulers of the country.

Okada urges IEA to allow
girls 1n schools, varsities

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
outgoing ambassador of
Japan in Kabul, Takashi
Okada, stressed that educa-
tion for all is a key to peace
and stability in Afghan-
istan, saying that Japan
hoped that girls can return
to their schools “soon.”

He made the remarks in
an interview with
TOLOnews.

“Japan is supporting the
country with the education-
al sector. Together with
UNICEF (United Nations
International ~ Children’s
Emergency Fund) we are
going to build 165 primary
schools all over the coun-
try. We hope that the boys
and girls have a better
opportunity to access edu-
cation,” he said.

Okada also stressed the
fulfilment of the demands
of the international commu-
nity by the Islamic Emirate
to be recognized.

“We are engaging with
the de facto authority. We
have dialogues and our
hope is that the de facto
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authority will improve their
governance in the interest
of the Afghan people. Then
if that happens, there will
be more extended possibili-
ties for cooperation betw-
een the de facto authority
and the international com-
munity,” he said.

The outgoing Japanese
ambassador voiced con-
cerns over terrorist activi-
ties in Afghanistan.

“Unfortunately, the
country is safer, and the sta-
bility is better but still those
terrorist active in some

parts of the country, so I
hope that the authority will
be able to prevent those ter-
rorists,” Okada said.

This comes as on Sat-
urday Okada met with acting
Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi to bid him goodbye,
Abdul Qahar Balkhi a
spokesman for the Ministry
of Foreign said on X.

Okada said that his mis-
sion in Afghanistan has
ended and now Takayushi
Kormaya will be Japanese
ambassador to Afghanistan,
according to Balkhi.

15m in Afghanistan face

food insecurit

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Country Director for the
World Food Program
(WFP) in Afghanistan,
Hsiao-Wei Lee, said that
there are 15 million people
in Afghanistan who are
struggling with food inse-
curity beyond the 7 million
most vulnerable people.

In an interview with
TOLOnews, Wei Lee
expressed concerns over
rising needs in the coming
winter.

“I have very much fear
that this coming winter, we
will not be able to do so.
But again, looking at what
is the bare minimum? 400
million dollars is what we
really need to be able to get
through at least the most
vulnerable population but
at the same time, we must
remember that even beyond
those 7 million that are
most vulnerable—beyond
that—there are 15 million
people in Afghanistan,” she
said.

She said the delivery of
humanitarian  assistance
and rise in harvests across
the country are the factors

that have helped the people

of Afghanistan.
“First the large-scale
humanitarian  assistance

that we have seen come
into the country over the
last two-years, that has
made a tremendous mark
on helping the people of
Afghanistan. We also have
seen this year at least some
improvements in harvest,”
Wei Lee said.

After  the  Islamic
Emirate came to power,
large-scale development
assistance has been sus-
pended by the donors.

Afghanistan has also

plunged into a humanitari-
an crisis.

She also pointed out to
the organization’s activity,
saying that WFP works on
“natural resource manage-
ment, irrigation canals,
check dams, planting trees
and [people] to improve
and enhance their produc-
tion.

This comes as the
International Federation of
Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies in its
recent report warned that at
least 28.8 million people in
Afghanistan need humani-
tarian assistance.

5,000 Afghan
migrants return home

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Continuing the deportation
of Afghan migrants from
neighbor country, officials
have stated that 5,000 Afg-
han migrants returned to Af-
ghanistan in the last 15 days.

These migrants have
returned to neighbor coun-
try through border crossing.

Afghan refugees are
alleging that the official is
destroying their homes to
force them to leave the
country. These long-term
residents are now turning to
refugee advocates for help.
Haji Nazar, an Afghan
refugee, stated, “In the last
two days, Afghan family
camps have been brutally
demolished, seemingly
without consideration for
the women and children
living in these homes.”

On the other hand, Head
of the Afghan Refugees’

Council, has revealed
extensive destruction of
Afghan homes. He high-
lights that not only are
houses being demolished,
but Afghan refugees’ per-
sonal belongings are being
seized, illustrating the dis-
tressing challenges they
face at the hands of the
government.

Previously, the Ministry
of Refugees and Repatriati-
ons of the Taliban had rep-
orted the return of 820 Af-
ghan migrant families, both
forcibly and voluntarily.

It’s worth noting that the
neighbor country’s Interior
Ministry has warned that all
foreign nationals, including
Afghan migrants, without
proper legal documenta-
tion, must leave the country
by the end of October; oth-
erwise, they will face
expulsion.

Neighbor country’s deci-
sion to expel Afghan
migrants has drawn interna-
tional reactions.

Zabihullah Mujahid, the
spokesperson  for  the
Taliban administration, also
commented decision to
expel Afghan migrants,
stating that “their hardship
and imprisonment do not
benefit any country.

Meanwhile, Afghan
authorities thanked Kazak-
hstanis for their assistance
in helping the earthquake
victims.

“We will remember the
invaluable assistance that
Kazakhstan has provided
to us in difficult times,”
Mohajer Sahib, from the
Ministry of Culture and
Information of
Afghanistan said while
addressing the rescuers
before their departure.
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Pak-China partnership: Bridging
nations, building communities

Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar

HE tale of Pakistan-China

I relations is not an ordinary

one. It is an account of broth-
erhood, friendship and trust whose
foundations were laid more than
seventy years ago. The vision of the
leadership of our two countries at
the time laid a solid basis for a rela-
tionship, which has subsequently
been carefully nurtured into a
robust, vibrant, time-tested, all-
weather strategic cooperative part-
nership. Pakistan and its people, I
can say with absolute confidence,
value the relationship greatly, and
proudly call China our 'Best
Friend'. It is heart-warming that in
China, the term 'Ba Tie' (Iron
Brother), is reserved only for
Pakistan.

The timeless Pakistan-China part-
nership and deep-rooted friendship
serves the interest of both countries,
being the historic choice of our peo-
ple. Pakistan's relations with China
remain the cornerstone of our foreign
policy. The close time-tested friend-
ship with China enjoys the abiding
support of the people of Pakistan.

With a time-honored history of
brotherhood, our two countries have
stood together in rain or shine, build-
ing an exemplary 'iron-clad' friend-
ship. Despite the vicissitudes of times
and changes in international land-
scape, the All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership has grown
into a towering tree with its deep
roots of love in the hearts of the two
peoples. The bond of love and affec-
tion, that the peoples of the two coun-
tries have for each other, indeed
remains "higher than the mountains,
deeper than the sea and sweeter than
honey".

Zhou Enlai, China's first Premier,
once said, that the friendly interac-
tions between the peoples of China
and Pakistan date back to the dawn of
history. Certainly, Pakistan-China
relations are the continuation of
ancient civilizational bonds that had
existed between our two nations since
ancient times. The flow of trade
through the ancient Silk Road and
geographical proximity brought the
two great Asian civilizations together.
Monks and thinkers from China made
their historical journeys to Taxila and
other Buddhist places in Pakistan,
painting a beautiful picture of
Gandhara civilization and bringing
Buddhist wisdom to China, thus bind-
ing the two nations together in an
everlasting bond.

The historical evolution of
Pakistan-China relationship, and its
growing importance in the wake of
evolving regional and global devel-
opments, remains an exemplary
model of inter-state relationship. The
unique relationship of seven decades,
underpinned by the rationale of
strong political support, mutual trust
and all-round practical cooperation,
has matured into a strong strategic
partnership.

I would soon be traveling to

Beijing, on my first visit after assum-
ing office, to participate in the Third
Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation - the event
which will mark the completion of a
decade of Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), the iconic and visionary proj-
ect of President Xi Jinping.

We pay tribute to the vision and
statesmanship of President Xi Jinping
who, ten years ago, propounded the
Vision of a Community with a Shared
Future for Mankind, introducing a
novel concept for international devel-
opment partnership, a new idea for
global governance and cooperation,
and a fresh approach towards interna-
tional exchanges, thus drawing up a
new blueprint for a better inter-con-
nected world.

The core of the visionary concept
is built on socio-economic develop-
ment; with focus on the elements of
inclusivity, common prosperity and
win-win cooperation. It embodies the
ideals of an open, inter-connected,
clean and beautiful world that enjoys
lasting peace and sustainable security.

As we delve more into this con-
cept, it becomes clear that it draws
upon the ancient Chinese philosophy
and wisdom. The concept of ti?nxihe,
translating as "harmony under heav-
en", refers to the whole world and
promotes diversity, while emphasiz-
ing harmonious and mutual inter-
dependence as the means to enduring
peace.

As noted by the recent white paper
released by the Chinese State
Council, BRI is a 'key pillar' of the
Global Community of Shared Future.
The subsequent unveiling of the con-
cepts - including Global
Development Initiative (GDI), the
Global Security Initiative (GSI) and
the Global Civilization Initiative
(GCI) - have further refined the con-
cept of "Shared Community."

Pakistan was amongst the first
countries to join BRI. As the flagship
project of China's Belt and Road
Initiative, CPEC marks a milestone in
Pakistan-China relations; by placing
economic cooperation and connectiv-
ity at the very center of bilateral agen-
da, making the two countries more
inter-connected than ever before.
CPEC remains a shining example of
the BRI's promise of economic pros-
perity and connectivity. It has trans-
formed the socio-economic landscape
of Pakistan, upgrading modern infra-
structure, enhancing regional connec-
tivity, ensuring energy security and
creating jobs.

This year Pakistan hosted a series
of events and activities marking the
successful first decade of CPEC. We
were also pleased to welcome
Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng, as
Special Envoy of President Xi
Jinping, in Pakistan to attend ten-year
celebrations of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor. Pakistan remains
committed to the high-quality imple-
mentation and completion of the sec-
ond phase of CPEC. We fully endorse
China's proposal of developing CPEC
as a corridor of growth, innovation,

livelihood, green economy, openness
and inclusiveness - representing our
two countries' preference for human-
centric approach, inclusivity and
green development.

Pakistan is also a pioneering mem-
ber of GDI Group of Friends and has
played an active role in giving it a
more concrete shape. As the first pri-
ority partner under GDI, and the first
one to ink an MoU on GDI, Pakistan
stands ready to benefit from this
cooperation in areas of education,
health, climate change and poverty
reduction, thus making meaningful
contributions to achieving the SDGs
in a timely manner.

Pakistan has also supported the
GSI and its adherence to the UN
Charter and principles of multilater-
alism and non-interference in inter-
nal affairs. Having suffered for long
due to unresolved disputes, con-
flicts and terrorism, we also advo-
cate dialogue and constructive
engagement based on mutual
respect, for ensuring regional peace
in South Asia.

The GCI is yet another landmark
and timely initiative of President Xi,
promoting respect for diversity,
peaceful co-existence, mutual learn-
ing and inclusiveness. In a world
marred with discord and divisiveness,
dialogue between civilizations can be
a means to peace and reconciliation.
Pakistan's foreign policy objectives
have always been those of "peace
within and peace without", as out-
lined by our founding father
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. It was, there-
fore, all but natural for Pakistan to
endorse these key initiatives put forth
by President Xi Jinping.

In a world marred by multiple
challenges like conflicts, economic
recessions, food insecurity, social
inequalities and climate change, the
salience of Pakistan-China strategic
partnership assumes great impor-
tance. It is a source of pride and com-
fort for our two peoples and a factor
of peace and stability in the region
and beyond. Ours is a relationship of
the past, present and the future; and
nothing can alter this reality.

As per our long-standing tradition,
we support each other on our core
issues. We are grateful to China for its
support to Pakistan's sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and economic securi-
ty and its principled support on the
issue of Jammu and Kashmir. We
reaffirm our commitment to One-
China Policy and our support to
China on its core issues including
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Tibet, Xinjiang
and the South China Sea.

As close friends, strategic partners
and iron brothers, Pakistan and China
are moving forward towards a destiny
of shared future. I remain confident
and convinced that our friendship
will further strengthen in the coming
days and attain even greater heights
in the years to come.

Long live
Friendship!

The writer is the Prime Minister
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

Pakistan-China

Court extends
Bushra Bibi’s
bail

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
District and Sessions Court

Ex-minister Farrukh

brainwashing

of

Habib quits PTI, joins IPP

F.P. Report

PTI ued to defend him in the

in Islamabad on Monday
extended the interim bail of
former first lady Bushra
Bibi in the case of
Toshakhana fake receipts
case till October 31.

The court also
adjourned the hearing of
six cases against Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan till
October 24. Bushra Bibi
appeared in the court along
with her lawyer Salman
Safdar. Additional Sessions
Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra
heard the cases “I have
appeared before the court
for seven cases, six against
the PTI chairman and one
against Bushra Bibi,”
Salman Safdar told the
court. “It was unfortunate
that I had to appear before
the duty judge at the last
hearing,” he said. “We had
approached the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on nine
bail pleas.

Sardar Latif Khosa had
read out the prime minis-
ter’s oath before the court
according to which the
prime minister has the
authority to put, whatever
information he thinks is
suitable, before the public,”
he argued.

LAHORE: Another key
politician of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and
former minister Farrukh
Habib announced to quit
the party on Monday.
According to details,
Farrukh Habib who was
considered one of the
close aides of PTI
Chairman Imran Khan
during the last regime also
announced to join the
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
(IPP).

Talking to media per-
sons, Farrukh Habib said
for the last five months,
there was a thought in his
mind about parting away
to the PTI and Chairman
Imran Khan. The former
minister also said that
after the events of May 9,
they were away from
home. He accepted that
the no-confidence motion
against Prime Minister
Imran Khan was constitu-
tionally presented and
instead of political strug-
gle, they adopted the ways
of anarchy.

He said the incident of
May 9 was tragic, adding
that people came out of
their houses due to the

Chairman Imran Khan. He
said a few people had spe-
cial instructions that day
from PTI Chairman Imran
Khan which he was not
aware of. He said Imran
Khan wants people to fight
for him on the streets.

After distrust, we were
not allowed to sit with
China. He said PTI
Chairman Imran Khan
used the Cypher as a polit-
ical narrative.

He also said that they
strongly criticized Nawaz
Sharif and Zardari a lot in
the matter of Toshakhan
but were not aware that
PTI Chairman Imran Khan
himself was taking advan-
tage of it. He said they
were asked to defend the
indefensible issue of
Toshakhona on the media
while they had no idea that
Imran Khan was involved
in taking watches from
Toshakhana himself.

About the Al-Qadir
University issue, he said
the project of the universi-
ty was passed in a sealed
envelope. He said former
Punjab Chief Minister
Usman Buzdar could have
not defended himself and
they [PTI leaders] contin-

masses for three and a half
years as the wife of the
Chairman, Bushra Bibi,
passed his name. Farrukh
said if anyone disagrees
with Imran Khan and
Bushra Bibi, then he or
she doesn't know whether
he or she can enter Zaman
Park or not in future.
Announcing joining the
IPP, Farrukh Habib said
IPP leader Aun Chaudhary
is his brother and if they
can work for PTI together
then they can also work
for IPP.

Answering  different
queries, he said he got the
information about PTI
Chairman Imran Khan's
arrest from the family. He
confirmed that people
went out to fight with their
own forces on the brain-
washing of Imran Khan.
He added that the peaceful
sleep of Pakistanis in their
beds at night is a fruit of
Pak forces' role at the bor-
der. He said all the minis-
ters who were present in
the cypher meeting in
which US diplomats were
to be demarched had left
the party [PTI] as the PTI
Chairman always used
people like tissue paper.

Lawyers
prepare draft
of Nawaz’s
plea for bail

LAHORE (PPI): Former
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif’s bail petition will
be filed by the legal team
within 48 hours, according
to a report on Monday.

“Initial draft of the peti-
tion has been prepared by
lawyers,” sources said.
Former prime minister’s
petition will be filed for
protective bail in Avenfield
and Al-Azizia references,
sources said. He was con-
victed by accountability
courts in these cases.
Accountability court had
awarded 10 years jail term
with eight million Pounds
fine to Nawaz Sharif in
Avenfield case and 07
years sentence in Al-Azizia
reference. The court had
also disqualified Nawaz
Sharif for holding public
office for 10 years.

The ITHC had dismissed
Nawaz Sharif’s appeals
against sentences on June
23,2021 over failing to
appear in the high court.
The party sources earlier
stated that Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz’s supreme
leader’s protective bail
petition will be filed in the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) by Oct 16 or 17.
Party sources said that the
petition will be filed in the
light of the Islamabad High
Court’s decision. The peti-
tioner while seeking pro-
tective bail will plead to
appear in the court, sources
said.

On September 29 last
year, the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) while granting
appeals had acquitted
Maryam  Nawaz  and
Captain Safdar by nullify-
ing the sentence awarded
by an accountability court
in the Avenfield reference.
The verdict stated that the
sentencing of Maryam
Nawaz and Capt Retd
Safdar was unfair, and the
National  Accountability
Bureau (NAB) failed to
prove its case. Divisional
Bench of the IHC compris-
ing Justice Aamir Farooq
and Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kiyani announced the ver-
dict reserved after hearing
arguments from both the
sides.

Oman Army

Commander
calls on COAS

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Major
General Matar bin Salim
bin Rashid Al-Balushi,
Commander Royal Army
of Oman called on General
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M),
COAS at General
Headquarters, today.

During the meeting mat-
ters of mutual interest were
discussed. The visiting dig-
nitary lauded Pakistan
Army's achievements in
fight against terrorism and
continued  efforts  for
regional peace and stabili-
ty. Earlier on arrival at
GHQ, Commander Royal
Army of Oman laid floral
wreath at  Yadgar-e-
Shuhada. A smartly turned
out contingent of Pakistan
Army presented the guard
of honour to the visiting
dignitary.

Gas tariff
likely to be

increased

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan caretaker govern-
ment is likely to jack up gas
tariff by 100pc on the Inte-
rnational Monetary Fund’s
(IMF) demand, sources said
Monday. According to
sources knowing the matter,
the IMF demanded an
increase in gas tariff from up
to 100pc before the next eco-
nomic review to curtail circu-
lar debt in the gas sector.

Sources said the shortfall
of Rs185 billion will be
added to the circular debt of
the gas sector if the gas tariff
is not increased. The current
circular debt of the gas sector
is touching Rs2,700 billion.
They further said from July-
September, 2023, the gas
companies have added Rs46
billion more to their overall
losses. The summary for the
hike has been ‘prepared’ and
is likely to be presented
before the next meeting of
the Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC). Prior to
this, it emerged that the gov-
ernment would increase the
gas tariff for the fertilizer-
producing sector. Under the
new pricing model, the fertil-
izer sector is expected to
experience an increase in gas
tariffs to approximately
Rs580 per MMBtu for feed-
stock purposes. The gas
would be made costlier for
fertilizer fertilizer-producing
sector by Rs278 per
MMBTu, the sources said
and added that the new rate
of gas would be Rs1,580
MMBTu.
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Police fail to curb
rising crime rates
in Peshawar

Syed Adnan

PESHAWAR: Inhabitants
of Peshawar find them-
selves living in fear as the
city grapples with a surge
in street crimes, including
mobile snatching and car
thefts, highlighting a dis-
tressing failure of Peshawar
Police. Despite promises
from the Peshawar Police
to address the rising crime
rates, the situation contin-
ues to worsen, leaving citi-
zens concerned for their
safety and security.

Last week, the city was
shaken by a tragic incident
when a student from
Edwardes College fell vic-
tim to mobile snatchers,
losing his life in the
process. Despite assurances
from the police that the cul-
prits would be swiftly
brought to justice, the per-
petrators remain at large.
This unfortunate event has
not only devastated the vic-
tim's family but has also
sparked outrage among the
residents, who demand
immediate  action and
accountability from the law
enforcement authorities.

Mobile snatching has
become rampant, rendering
the citizens unable to leave

their homes without the
constant fear of falling vic-
tim to these criminals. The
rising instances of street
crimes have created an
atmosphere of insecurity,
forcing people to confine
themselves indoors, affect-
ing their daily lives and
routines.

Furthermore, car thefts
have reached an alarming
rate, leaving the citizens at
the mercy of thieves. The
increasing incidents of car
lifting have not only result-
ed in financial losses for the
victims but have also raised
concerns about the effec-
tiveness of the existing
security measures in the
city. The inability of the
police to curb these thefts
has shaken the confidence
of the public in the law
enforcement system.

One of the major con-
cerns raised by the resi-
dents is the apparent lack of
clear plans or policies by
the Peshawar Police to
tackle these pressing issues.
The absence of a compre-
hensive strategy to address
the rising crime rates has
left citizens feeling unpro-
tected and frustrated. There
is a growing demand for the
police department to out-

line concrete steps and ini-
tiatives to enhance security
measures, restore public
trust, and bring the crimi-
nals to justice.

As the city grapples with
this crisis, there is an urgent
need for the Peshawar
Police to take immediate
and decisive action. The
citizens of  Peshawar
deserve to live in a safe and
secure environment, free
from the constant threat of
crime. It is imperative for
the law  enforcement
authorities to restore public
confidence through effec-
tive strategies, swift inves-
tigations, and transparent
communication with the
community.

The failure of the
Peshawar Police to control
the rising crime rates has
not only jeopardized the
safety of the citizens but
has also highlighted the
need for urgent reforms
within the law enforcement
agencies.

The residents of
Peshawar hope that the
authorities will respond
promptly, ensuring the
safety and well-being of the
people, and taking neces-
sary measures to bring the
perpetrators to justice.

SC nullifies LHC verdict
on fuel price adjustment

ISLAMABAD (PPI): The
Supreme Court on Monday
overturned the judgement
passed by the Lahore High
Court (LHC) which had
declared the collection of
fuel price adjustment (FCA)
applied to the monthly bills
of electricity consumers ille-
gal.

In its order, the country’s
top court said the LHC ver-
dict was impractical both
constitutionally and legally
and noted that the Appellate
Tribunal of the National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (Nepra) was the
appropriate forum to decide
the matter. The three-mem-
ber bench, headed by Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa, asked
the petitioners to file an
appeal before the Nepra's
Appellate Tribunal within 10
days, which should fix mat-
ter for hearing and make a
decision in 10 days.

Consumer  companies
should file appeals against
the fuel price adjustment
within 15 days with the
Nepra appellate tribunal, the
SC stated in its decision,
directing the appellate tribu-
nal to fix the appeals for
hearing within 10 days and
decide on them within a
legal timeframe as soon as
possible. In February this

year, a single bench of the
Lahore High Court had
declared the collection of the
fuel price adjustment in elec-
tricity bills as illegal. The
decision was subsequently
challenged by the power
transmission companies in
the Supreme Court.

Earlier, Advocate Salman
Akram Raja, appearing
before the court, argued that
the formation of Nepra was
unconstitutional at the time
the fuel price adjustment had
been imposed in May 2022.
Upon this, CJP Faez Isa
remarked that if the forma-
tion of the Nepra was uncon-
stitutional, then the LHC
judge should have given a
decision on it, observing that
the single bench had given
the decision beyond its
authority that could not be
maintained.

The CJP observed that
judges of the high courts for-
got to read the Article 199 of
the Constitution, question-
ing that how a high court
judge could tell the bill for
the consumption of 500
units of electricity.
Expressing similar observa-
tion, Justice Athar Minallah
added that no court, includ-
ing the Supreme Court,
could look after the technical
matters of the Nepra.

CJP Isa remarked that the
Lahore High Court had
given a decision that had
been not requested in the
petitions, adding that it
would be better to raise the
technical issues with the
Nepra. Attorney General for
Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor
Awan informed the bench
that the Nepra and Discos
(power distribution compa-
nies) had no objection to
challenging the case in the
tribunal.

The Supreme Court
ordered the power transmis-
sion companies to collect the
fuel price adjustments, sub-
ject to the decision of the
Nepra appellate tribunal
after the Lahore High
Court's decision. Later, the
three-judge bench disposed
of the 1,090 petitions.

The Supreme Court had
summoned arguments today
(Monday) on the 1,090 peti-
tions against the fuel price
adjustment in electricity
bills. Earlier this month, the
Supreme Court had started
hearing the appeal filed by
the power distribution com-
panies (Discos) against the
LHC single-member
bench’s decision to declare
the FCA illegal after a num-
ber of petitioners moved the
provincial top court.

Any move by Israel

(Continued from Page 1)

In a video clip posted by
CBS News’s 60 Minutes on
Monday, Biden backed a
humanitarian corridor to let
people flee the war-hit area
as well as allow the deliv-
ery of humanitarian aid,
including food and water,
into Gaza. “I am confident
that Israel is going to act
under the rules of war,”
Biden said. The US presi-
dent said that he did not
believe Hamas represented
“all the Palestinian people”
and that he wanted to see
the group totally eliminat-
ed.

Biden said he did not
think American troops
would be necessary on the
ground as Israel has one of
the "finest fighting forces,"
even as American warships
headed to the area amid
growing clashes on Israel's
northern  border  with
Lebanon. Over 1 million
people flee Gaza

More than one million
people have fled their
homes in Gaza in scenes of
chaos and despair as Israel
bombarded the Hamas-
ruled Gaza Strip and con-
tinued amassing troops
Monday in preparation for
a full-blown ground inva-
sion. Israel declared war on
the group a day after waves
of its fighters broke through
the heavily fortified border
on October 7, shooting,
stabbing and burning to
death more than 1,400 peo-
ple, most of them civilians.

Israel then unleashed a
relentless bombing cam-
paign on Gaza that has flat-
tened neighbourhoods and
left at least 2,750 people
dead in the territory, mainly
civilians. Another 1,000
people were missing and
believed to be under rubble.

Palestinians  carrying
whatever belongings they
can, in bags and suitcases,

or packed onto three-
wheeled motorbikes, bat-
tered cars, vans and even
donkey carts have become
a common sight. Fleeing
the bombardment and fol-
lowing an Israeli order to
move to the south of the
Gaza Strip, people have had
to find shelter wherever
they can, including on the
streets and in UN-run
schools. "No electricity, no
water, no internet. I feel
like I'm losing my humani-
ty," said Mona Abdel
Hamid, 55, who fled Gaza
City to Rafah in the south
of the enclave, and is hav-
ing to stay with strangers.

A bereaved and infuriat-
ed Israel has massed forces
outside the long-blockaded
enclave of 2.4 million in
preparation for what the
army has said would be a
land, air and sea attack
involving a "significant
ground operation". Hamas
backer Iran and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah, which is also
supported by Tehran, have
warned that an invasion
would be met with a
response.

"No one can guarantee
the control of the situation
and the non-expansion of
the conflicts" if Israel sends
its soldiers into Gaza, said
Iran’s Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.
Fire along the Israeli-
Lebanese border has inten-
sified in the last week,
prompting Israel to shutter
the area to civilians. On
Sunday, a rocket hit the UN
peacekeeping base in
southern Lebanon, while
Hezbollah attacks killed
one person in Israel, the
Israeli military said.

More than 10 people
have been killed in
Lebanon and at least two in
Israel in the past week.
Among those Kkilled in
Lebanon was a Reuters
journalist, Issam Abdallah.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken was due
back in Israel on Monday
after a crisis tour of Middle
Eastern countries in a fran-
tic attempt to avert a wider
crisis in the volatile region.
But as Israel seeks to
avenge the worst attack in
its history, the Arab League
and African Union warned
the invasion could lead to
"a genocide of unprece-
dented proportions". UN
chief Antonio Guterres has
warned that the entire
region was "on the verge of
the abyss".

Israel’s Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant said
his country had "no interest
in a war in the north, we
don’t want to escalate the
situation". The United
States, which has given
unequivocal backing to
Israel, has sent two aircraft
carriers to the eastern
Mediterranean as a deter-
rent. The United States has
also appealed to China to
use its influence in the
region to ease tensions. On
Sunday Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said Israel’s
response had "gone beyond
the scope of self-defence",
and demanded that it "cease
its collective punishment of
the people of Gaza".

In Gaza, hospitals are
becoming overwhelmed with
increasing numbers of dead
and injured. The UN has
warned that fuel reserves at
Gaza hospitals are expected
to last about 24 more hours.
"The shutdown of backup
generators would place the
lives of thousands of patients
at risk," the UN humanitarian
office said on its website. "In
terms of medical supplies, we
consume a month or a
month-and-a-half of medical
supplies every day in this
emergency,” he told the
BBC. Health officials on
Sunday said some 9,600 peo-
ple have been wounded.
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