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3 security men injured
F.P. Report

BARA: Three soldiers’ sustained injuries
when a suicide bomber rammed his
explosive laden vehicle on security forces
check point here at Dars Jumaat, Aka
Khel area of Tirah Valley on Wednesday.
The security officials said that unknown
suicide struck his car with the forces
checkpoint injuring three soldiers includ-
ing Naib Subedar Muhammad Israr,
Sepoy Shafiq and Sepoy Iftekhar.
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ISLAMAAD: Ambassador of People’s Republic of China to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong called on the
Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar on Wednesday directed the rel-
evant authorities to accelerate their
efforts to curb electricity theft in
Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Sindh and
Quetta. The prime minister, chairing
a review meeting on the anti-power
theft campaign, also instructed to
speed up the solarisation of agricul-
ture tube-wells. 

He also sought a comprehensive
report on the resistance faced during
the anti-power theft drive in
Balochistan and other allied issues. 

The prime minister told the partic-
ipants of the meeting that it was the
caretaker government's responsibility
to leave behind an established system
for the next democratic government
concerning the steps like anti-power
theft campaign. 

The prime minister was briefed on
the outcomes of the campaign since
its launch. He was told that the
process was going on successfully in
collaboration with the provincial gov-
ernments. It was informed that under
the campaign, a total of 19,415 power
thieves were arrested and 39,836 First
Information Reports were registered
against power theft since September.
Around 189 government officials had
also been suspended over their
involvement in the electricity theft. 

The meeting was told that the cam-

paign against the electricity theft
remained the most successful in
Mardan where the power theft ratio
declined from 43 percent to 13 per-
cent. The participants were told that
Rs 14 billion had been recovered
under the campaign till September
30. Prime Minister Kakar lauded the
performance of the Energy Ministry,
power distribution companies, and
relevant federal and provincial
authorities for the successes achieved
in the campaign. 

The meeting was also apprised of
the outcomes of the countrywide
analysis to find out the causes behind
the power theft. 

Caretaker federal ministers for
interior, energy and information &
broadcasting, provincial chief secre-
taries and relevant federal secretaries
attended the meeting.

Recent accords with China to
add new chapter to CPEC: PM:
Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar on Wednesday said
Pakistan was committed to the imple-
mentation of projects recently con-
cluded with China in diverse sectors.

He said the recent agreements
between the two countries would add
a new chapter to the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

In a meeting with Chinese
Ambassador Jiang Zaidong, he said
China’s Belt and Road Initiative was

the guarantor of the development and
prosperity of the entire region.

The prime minister expressed grat-
itude to Chinese President Xi Jinping
and the Chinese leadership for the
warm welcome and arrangements
during his recent visit to China.

“Pakistan will take strong steps to
implement the Memorandum of
Understanding and agreements
signed during my recent visit to
China,” he said.

He said the friendship between
China and Pakistan was “higher than
the towering mountains and deeper
than the deep seas”.

He mentioned that the people of
both countries were benefiting from
the fruits of CPEC.

The Chinese ambassador assured
the prime minister of China's full
cooperation in the development and
economic stability of Pakistan.

Pakistan's envoy-designate to
UN in Geneva calls on PM:
Pakistan's Permanent Representative
to the United Nations in Geneva Bilal
Ahmed on Wednesday called on
Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar here. In the meeting, the
prime minister expressed good wish-
es for the envoy-designate. He also
instructed Pakistan's Permanent
Representative to effectively high-
light Pakistan's viewpoint on the
United Nations platform.

ANKARA (Reuters): Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan, in his
strongest comments yet on the Gaza
conflict, said on Wednesday the
Palestinian militant group Hamas was
not a terrorist organisation but a liber-
ation group fighting to protect
Palestinian lands.

NATO member Turkey con-
demned the civilian deaths caused by
Hamas's Oct. 7 rampage in southern
Israel, but also urged Israeli forces to
act with restraint in their response.
Ankara has strongly criticised Israel's
bombardment of Gaza.

"Hamas is not a terrorist organisa-
tion, it is a liberation group,
'mujahideen' waging a battle to pro-
tect its lands and people," he told law-
makers from his ruling AK Party,
using an Arabic word denoting those
who fight for their faith.

Unlike many of its NATO allies
and the European Union, Turkey does
not consider Hamas a terrorist organ-
isation and hosts members of the
group on its territory. Ankara backs a
two-state solution to the decades-old
Israel-Palestinian conflict.

Erdogan also slammed Western
powers for supporting Israel's bomb-

ing of Gaza and called for an imme-
diate ceasefire, the unhindered entry
of humanitarian aid into Gaza and for
Muslim countries to work together to
stop the violence.

"The perpetrators of the massacre
and the destruction taking place in
Gaza are those providing unlimited
support for Israel," Erdogan said.
"Israel's attacks on Gaza, for both
itself and those supporting them,
amount to murder and mental ill-
ness." Israel rejected Erdogan's
description of Hamas, with Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lior Haiat
calling the group "a despicable terror-
ist organisation".

"Even the Turkish president's
attempt to defend the terrorist organi-
sation and his inciting words will not
change the horrors that the whole
world has seen," Haiat wrote on
social media platform X.

Erdogan's comments also drew a
swift rebuke from Italian Deputy
Prime Minister Matteo Salvini, who
said they were "grave and disgusting
and did not help with de-escalation".
He urged Italy's foreign minister to
lodge a formal protest with Ankara.

Shares in Istanbul dropped 7% on

Wednesday in a slide that traders
attributed to Erdogan's comments on
Hamas. The fighting in Gaza comes
at a time when Turkey is working to
mend its ties with Israel after years of
acrimony, focusing on energy as an
area of cooperation.

Indicating that those normalisation
efforts were now suspended, Erdogan
accused Israel of taking advantage of
Turkey's "good intentions" and said
he had cancelled a previously
planned visit to Israel.

"I shook the hand of this man
named Netanyahu one time in my
life," Erdogan said, referring to his
meeting with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on the sidelines
of the U.N. General Assembly last
month. "If he (Netanyahu) had con-
tinued with good intentions, our rela-
tions might have been different, but
now, unfortunately, that will not hap-
pen either because they took advan-
tage of our good intentions," he
added. Erdogan accused the West of
hypocrisy for failing to respond to
what he called Israel's "intentional
massacre" in Gaza with the same
decisiveness as it did to Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine.

ISLAMABAD (NNI): The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) bench was dis-
solved after a member of bench,
Justice Babar Sattar, excused himself
to hear the Al-Qadir Trust and Toosha
Khana NAB cases involving the
Chairman of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI).

Justice Babar Sattar, a member of
the bench set to conduct the bail plea
of PTI Chairman, has recused himself
from the case, however, the reason is
yet to be discovered.

Earlier in the day, IHC’s Chief
Justice Aamir Farooq and Justice
Babar Sattar presided over the hear-
ing pertaining PTI chairman’s bail
plea in two NAB cases, as the
accountability court had dismissed
the bail petitions for non-compliance
in Al-Qadir Trust, and Tosha Khana
cases. However, Sardar Latif Khosa,
the legal representative of the PTI
Chairman argued that the NAB
against the imposition of restrictions
on his client.

The court questioned Chairman
PTI’s arrest, the NAB issued a state-
ment clarifying that he had not been
arrested. Sardar Latif Khosa
explained that the NAB follows a
specific protocol in issuing warrants
for the arrest of individuals.

Sardar Latif Khosa further clari-
fied that arrest cannot be executed
without the issuance of warrants by
the NAB. The court also inquired
about the delay in conducting investi-
gations into Nawaz Sharif’s case
while he is under custody. The NAB
prosecutor was asked to explain the
legal procedures that have been fol-
lowed. As for the Al-Qadir Trust and
Toosha Khana cases, warrants for
arrest have been issued in both cases.
The NAB prosecutor confirmed that
they cannot conduct an investigation
in a manner that contravenes legal
provisions. The National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) had
launched an investigation against
Imran Khan, Bushra Bibi and others
for the alleged gain of hundreds of
canals of land in the name of Al Qadir
University Trust, which reportedly
caused a loss of 190 million pounds
to the national exchequer.

As per the charges, the Khan and
others accused allegedly adjusted
Rs50 billion — 190 million pounds at
the time — sent by Britain’s National
Crime Agency (NCA) to the govern-
ment. Former PM Imran Khan had
registered Trust for Al-Qadir
University Project on Dec 26, 2019.

Toshakhana reference

The Toshakhana issue became a
major sticking point in national poli-
tics after the Election Commission of
Pakistan disqualified the PTI chief
for making “false statements and
incorrect declaration”.

The reference, which alleges that
Imran failed to share details of the
gifts he retained from the
Toshaskhana (during his time as the
prime minister) was filed by lawmak-
ers from the ruling coalition last year.

The judgment added that the for-
mer premier was found to be
indulged in corrupt practices under
sections 167 and 173 of the constitu-
tion. “A criminal proceeding will be
initiated against him over filing a
false statement.”

“His disqualification under Article
63, 1(P) has been for his current par-
liament membership”, the ECP said
in its 36-page detailed judgment of
the reference.

“The amount in his bank account
was around half of the value of the
state gifts. Imran Khan was bound to
declare the cash and bank details in
his returns but he didn’t declare it,”
the ECP decision read.

“Imran Khan being declared dis-
qualified and unseated from his
National Assembly seat,” the ECP

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker
Interior Minister for Interior Sarfraz
Bugti on Wednesday clarified that the
ultimatum for returning home before
November 1 is for all foreigners and
not just for Afghan refugees. 

Briefing the Senate's Standing
Committee on Interior, he said the
impression was wrong that only
Afghan citizens were being evacuat-
ed and after the deadline only pass-
ports and visa would be allowed to
enter Pakistan.

The minister further apprised the
committee that the government had
talked about illegal residents, but the
wrong message was sent however, its
message was not only for Afghan cit-
izens, but for all illegal residents.

He said that no country in the
world allowed any nonimmigrant to
settle as permanent citizen and start
businesses without documentation. 

The minister said, the government
owned only as a guest if someone had
a refugee card or a valid visa but the
impression was given that this was an
ethnic issue whereas the government

clearly talked about eviction of all
illegal residents.

Bugti said that he was not aware of
the issue of Biharis living illegally in
the country, but the matter would be
investigated. The minister said that the
other counties in the world forcefully
deport illegal immigrants in accor-
dance with the international and
national laws of immigration and citi-
zenship. Speaking to the media person
after the meeting,  Bugti said that no
extension had been proposed for the
date of November 1 given to the peo-
ple residing illegally in the country.

From November 1, it had to be
ensured that anyone coming into the
country would bring a passport and
those living without visa would be
deported with force to their country
of origin, he added. 

He said attempts were being made
to make the issue ethnic but the gov-
ernment would not allow anyone liv-
ing illegally in Pakistan. 

He said that no diplomatic inter-
vention was being done and there was
no need for it, adding the western

countries strictly followed the laws of
immigration and did not allow  any
one without documents to stay in
their country. “If the western coun-
tries are so sensitive about their citi-
zens, then for us Pakistanis are above
all.” the minister added.

Repatriation of Afghan refugees
via Chaman border continues:
Repatriation of Afghan refugees via
Chaman-Spin Boltak border to their
country continued on Wednesday. 

As many as 3185 Afghan refugees,
including 670 male, 593 female and
1923 children,  entered into
Afghanistan via Chaman-Spin
Boldak crossing point. Till now
67,980 Afghan refugees have been
repatriated to their country. 

Voluntary repatriation of Afghan
refugees to their country commenced
after Government of Pakistan ordered
all illegal immigrants, including
Afghan refugees, to leave Pakistan.
Afghan refugees are citizens of
Afghanistan who were forced to flee
their country as a result of wars, per-
secution, torture and genocide. 

GAZA (Reuters): With so
many bodies, Palestinians
in Gaza are burying the
unidentified dead in mass
graves, with a number
instead of a name, residents
say. Now some families are
using bracelets in the hope
of finding their loved ones
should they be killed.

The El-Daba family has
tried to reduce the risk of
being struck down during
the heaviest-ever Israeli
bombardment of Gaza.
Israel launched the air
strikes after Hamas mili-
tants attacked Israeli towns
on Oct. 7 in a rampage that
killed 1,400 people and
hostages were taken.

Ali El-Daba, 40, said he
had seen bodies ripped
apart by the bombing and
were unrecognisable.

He said he decided to
divide his family to prevent
them from all dying in a

single strike. He said his
wife Lina, 42, kept two of
their sons and two daugh-
ters in Gaza City in the
north and he moved to
Khan Younis in the south
with three other children.

El-Daba said he was
preparing for the worst. He
bought blue string bracelets
for his family members and
tied them around both
wrists. "If something hap-
pens," he said, "this way I
will recognise them."

Other Palestinian fami-
lies were also buying or
making bracelets for their
children or writing their
names on their arms.

Mass burials have been
authorized by local Muslim
clerics. Before burial,
medics keep pictures and
blood samples of the dead
and give them numbers.

The Israeli military has
told people to leave the

north of the Gaza Strip, one
of the most densely-popu-
lated places in the world,
and head south because it is
safer. But air strikes have
hit across the Hamas-ruled
enclave.

An Israeli military
spokesperson said: "The
IDF (Israel Defense Forces)
has been encouraging resi-
dents of the northern Gaza
Strip to move southward
and not to stay in the vicin-
ity of Hamas terror targets
within Gaza City."

"But, ultimately, Hamas
has entrenched itself among
the civilian population
throughout the Gaza Strip.
So wherever a Hamas tar-
get arises, the IDF will
strike at it in order to thwart
the terrorist capabilities of
the group, while taking fea-
sible precautions to miti-
gate the harm to uninvolved
civilians."

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan on Wednesday chal-
lenged the special court’s
October 23 indictment
order in cipher case in IHC.

The former prime minis-
ter through his counsel,
Salman Safdar, has request-
ed the court to declare the
special court’s indictment
proceedings in the cipher
case null and void.

In his plea, the former
prime minister stated that
as per the law, charges can
only be framed seven days

after the distribution of the
case copy. “The trial court
overlooked constitutional
requirement and indicted in
haste,” it alleged.

The petitioner further
maintained that a hasty trial
may adversely affect funda-
mental constitutional rights
and the due process of law.
“Apex court did not pro-
vide directives to expedite
the proceedings or to con-
duct the trial on a day-to-
day basis,” the petitioner
claimed. The plaintiff urged
the IHC to declare the
Official Secrets Act Court’s

order of October 23 as null
and void. A special court
indicted former Prime
Minister Imran Khan and
Shah Mehmood Qureshi,
the then foreign minister, in
an official secrets acts case
on Monday.

The charge is related to
a classified cable sent to
Islamabad by Pakistan’s
ambassador in Washington
early last year, which
Khan is accused of making
public. Both the politi-
cians pleaded not guilty
and refused to accept the
charge sheet. 

ISLAMABAD (NNI): The
Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) on Wednesday hand-
ed over former Punjab
Chief Minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
President Pervaiz Elahi to
A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n
Establishment (ACE) on
transit remand.

Judge Abual Hasnat
Muhammad Zulqarnain
heard a plea submitted by
A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n
Establishment (ACE),
seeking transit remand of
former Punjab chief minis-
ter. During the hearing, the
ATC judge accepted the
plea and handed over the
PTI president to Anti-
Corruption Establishment
(ACE). The anti-corruption
officials shifted Elahi from
Adiala Jail to Lahore.

Pervaiz Elahi was not
produced in the Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) for

the hearing.
In a statement, Elahi’s

Lawyer – Advocate Sardar
Abdur Razzaq – said that
Anti-corruption Lahore
was granted transit remand
without presenting Pervaiz
Elahi in court.

Citing the Criminal
Code, the lawyer said, an
accused cannot be remand-
ed without being produced
in court. “Elahi is being
illegally transferred to
Lahore in another case,” he
claimed. It is pertinent to
mention here that Elahi has
been arrested and detained
repeatedly since the May 9
riots. Earlier in October, it
was reported that the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) ‘finalsied’
corruption reference
against six including
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) President Pervaiz
Elahi and his son Moonis

Elahi. Perviaz Elahi,
Moonis Elahi, Muhammad
Khan Bhatti and others
have been accused of tak-
ing kickbacks in the devel-
opment packages
announced for Gujrat worth
Rs72 billion.

According to reference,
Elahi as Punjab chief min-
ister approved development
projects worth Rs72 billion
by violating the rules of
procedures.

Moonis Elahi held meet-
ings with the officials to fix
‘kickbacks’ in the develop-
ment projects, the NAB
sources said and added
assets of Moonis Elahi
recorded surge during the
tenure of his father as chief
minister of Punjab. Former
federal minister Moonis
Elahi bought 384 Kanal
land with Rs72 million he
received from ‘corruption’
in the development funds. 

IHC issues written
order regarding

hearing on Nawaz
Sharif's petitions

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday
issued written order regard-
ing hearing on petition of
PML-N’s leader Nawaz
Sharif for revival of his
appeals in graft references. 

The order was issued by
the division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq and Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb.

It said that the court had
sought arguments from
respondents on maintain-
ability of the petition seek-
ing restoration of appeals. 

It said that the former
prime minister had surren-
dered before the court in line
of the order dated October
19, adding that the court was
serving notices to NAB on
his two petitions.  It said that
the NAB had sought time to
take instructions in this case
from the authority. 

Armed Forces pay
glowing tribute to Naik
Saif Ali Janjua Shaheed

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Armed
Forces of Pakistan, CJCsSC
& Services Chiefs pay glow-
ing tribute to Naik Saif Ali
Janjua Shaheed, Nishan-e-
Haider, on his 75th Shahadat
Anniversary today. Naik Saif
Ali Janjua Shaheed valiantly
defended vital Pir Kaleva
Ridge against repeated
Indian attacks in 1948. His
immortal action is glowing
precedent for those strug-
gling to restore the sanctity of
land that he laid his life for.

Naik Saif Ali Janjua’s
martyrdom anniversary
serves as a powerful
reminder of the extraordi-
nary sacrifices made by the
Armed Forces of Pakistan
to defend the motherland.
Let us remember these
heroes who have laid down
their lives in defence of our
motherland. The nation is
proud of its gallant sons.

Former PTI
Sindh MPA
joins PPP

KARACHI (INP): PPP
appears to have given
another unpleasant sur-
prise to the newly-formed
alliance as former PTI
MPA Muhammad Aslam
Abro on Wednesday offi-
cially announced joining
the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP). PTI had expelled
Aslam Abro over violation
of party discipline in 2021.
The Sindh MPA had cast his
vote against the party’s can-
didates for Senate seats from
Sindh in the recent election.
Aslam Abro inclusion into
PPP comes days after former
GDA leader Ali Gohar Khan
Mehr joined the PPP.

Gaza families wear ID bracelets
to avoid burial in mass graves

Erdogan says Hamas is not terrorist
organisation, cancels trip to Israel

PM for accelerated efforts
to curb power theft in
AJK, Sindh, Quetta

Imran challenges indictment
proceedings in cipher case

PTI chairman NAB cases

IHC bench dissolved as Justice
Babar Sattar recuses himself

Ultimatum to return home country for all
foreigners, not for Afghans only: Sarfraz

Parvez Elahi again handed
in Lahore ACE custody
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KARACHI: Sindh Governor Kamran Khan Tesori presiding over the meeting of the vice chancellors
of the government universities of the province at Governor House. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Minister
for Energy Muhammad Ali on Wednesday
said that Pakistan had a great potential in
solar and wind energy that could reap fur-
ther benefits.

Addressing an  event of “40 Years of
Friendship-Past, Present and Future
between Republic of Korea and Pakistan”
as chief guest here, he said Pakistan was
going towards digital metering and trans-
mission sector was going through major
revamp to attract tremendous investments
in the future. “Pakistan is offering a great
opportunity in exploration front and will
be looking at gas pipelines and storage
facilities,” he said.

He mentioned that exploration in
Pakistan could be a keen interest of Korea. 

He expressed his gratitude to the
Embassy of Republic of Korea and the
Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI). The minister said that the remark-
able journey of diplomatic collaboration
between the two countries that was for-
mally established on November 7, 1983
had touched every facet of the society. 

He highlighted the key projects in the
energy sector done with the collaboration
of South Korea. 

Muhammad Ali said that 215 MW
Asrit-Kedam Hydropower Project on the
Swat River in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK) expected to be commissioned in

2028, was being developed by the Korea
South-East Power. 

Further appreciating the collaboration
in energy sector, he highlighted the estab-
lishment of Mira Power Limited, a sub-
sidiary of Korea Energy (KOEN), to over-
see the design, construction, operation and
maintenance of 102MW Gulpur
Hydropower plant. He said the partnership
between the two countries was beyond
diplomacy as in 2019 South Korea signed
a framework agreement with Pakistan to
provide $500 million in Economic
Development Cooperation Fund loans for
infrastructure development. The minister
said that around 30 Korean companies
were currently operating in Pakistan and
participating in human, financial and
infrastructure development. 

In education sector, he appreciated the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
signed in 2022 between Duksung Women
University in Seoul, South Korea and the
University of Agriculture Faisalabad. 

He said that he looked forward to the
future collaboration in sustainable energy
solutions, research, innovation, and human
resource development. 

The minister said that the 40 years of
relations were only the beginning of what
future hold and he looked forward to new
initiatives on the horizon and a commit-
ment to more sustainable solutions.

LAHORE (APP): Caretaker Punjab
Minister for Primary and Secondary
Healthcare, Dr Jamal Nasir,
announced significant steps to protect
the eye health of premature babies. 

He was addressing a seminar on
World Vision Day organized at the
King Edward Medical University
here on Wednesday. 

He emphasized the need for creat-
ing Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) to administer oxygen to pre-
mature infants, as excessive oxygen
exposure can lead to eye diseases in
the newborns. 

Dr Jamal Nasir revealed that
mandatory eye examinations would
be conducted for newborns before
they were discharged from hospitals,
with orders to make this practice
compulsory in the near future. To

support this initiative, Australia's
Fred Hallo Foundation had offered Rs
600 million in aid to Punjab, and an
MoU for collaboration would soon be
signed. The partnership would ensure
the provision of necessary equipment
for eye examinations and surgeries at
district and tehsil headquarters hospi-
tals across the province.

Addressing additional health-
care concerns, Dr Jamal Nasir
shared that Punjab Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi had directed the
removal of staff shortages in pri-
mary health centers, tehsil, and
district hospitals, and had called
for the preparation of estimates for
equipment and machinery require-
ments. Furthermore, the shortage
of ophthalmologists in remote and
under-served areas of the province

would be addressed by posting eye
specialists there.

Dr Nasir also highlighted the
remarkable progress in reducing the
rate of blindness in Pakistan, which
had decreased from 2 percent to 0.5
percent of the total population. 

He acknowledged the dedication
of Pakistani doctors who had played a
pivotal role in serving society and
improving eye care.

The seminar also featured contri-
butions from esteemed experts,
including Prof Dr Asad Aslam, Prof
Dr Muhammad Moin, and Prof Dr
Haroon Hamid. Participants of the
seminar joined a walk to raise aware-
ness about the importance of eye pro-
tection, emphasizing the significance
of preserving and improving vision
health in Punjab.

LAHORE (APP): On the
47th day of the grand anti-
power theft operation, Lahore
Electric Supply Company
(LESCO) arrested 36 electric-
ity thieves by the police and
detected pilferage on 250
connections in all five dis-
tricts (Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Nankana Sahib, Kasur and
Okara), here on Wednesday.

According to a
spokesperson ,He added
that First Information
Report (FIR) applications
against 247 electricity
thieves have been submitted
in the respective police sta-
tions, out of which 163
FIRs have been registered
while 36 accused have been
arrested.

Among detected connec-
tions were one industrial,
two agricultural, 12 com-
mercial and 235 domestic
categories and supply to all
of them have been discon-
nected, he said, asserting
that all the electricity pilfer-
ers have also been charged a
total of 305,051 detection
units worth Rs 14.408 mil-
lion.

Sharing further details,
the spokesman said that
10,090 units worth Rs
504,500 were charged as a
detection bill to a connection
in an area along Eastern
Bypass Gujjarpura; detection
bill amounting to Rs 1.509
million against 22,241 units
to owner of Family Inn hotel
pilfering electricity; Rs
300,300 detection bill
against 1,740 units to anoth-
er power pilferer in Ram Kot
area of Raiwind city and Rs
300,000 detection bill
against 5,825 units to a cus-
tomer in GawalMandi area

of Anarkali Sub-Division.
The spokesman men-

tioned that during 47 days
of anti-power theft opera-

tions, the LESCO detected
pilferage on 20,911 connec-
tions and submitted 20,699
FIRs applications out of

which 19,948 FIRs have
been registered against
power pilferers, while 6,942
accused have been arrested. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Federal
Minister for Information Technology and
Telecommunications Dr Umar Saif on
Wednesday highlighted the revolutionary
initiatives undertaken by the ministry in
the last two months to bolster exports of
the IT and telecom sectors.

Addressing a press conference along
with Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza Solangi, he said the
government would provide interest-free
loans to free-lancers for establishing e-
working centers.

He said each freelancer would receive
financial assistance of Rs 100,000 to set up
their own e-working center. The initiative
was aimed at addressing the challenge of
lack of suitable workplaces for freelancers
so that they could work in a conducive and
peaceful environment, he added.

Dr Saif asserted that each freelancer
could earn upto $30,000 annually which
would significantly contribute to the
national economy.

He projected that the measures could
increase IT sector's exports by $3 billion.

The minister said the government was
also working for easy access to loans and
investments for IT startups, with the
expectation of attracting external invest-
ments of upto $1 billion within the next six
months. Referring to the skill gap within
the IT workforce, Dr Saif said the

Pakistani universities currently produced
20,000 to 22,000 IT graduates, but only
2,000 of them managed to secure employ-
ment.

The IT Ministry would introduce a stan-
dardized quality test in all the universities
across Pakistan to ensure job opportunities
for fresh graduates, he added. 

"We have made significant decisions
to revamp IT education in universities
in collaboration with the Higher
Education Commission, the National
Computing Accreditation Council, the
Examination Testing Council, the
Pakistan Software Export Board, and
the Pakistan Software Houses
Association." Dr. Umar Saif said while
emphasizing that students who passed
the test would be offered job opportuni-
ties through the Industry Placement
Programme. 

"We will allocate funds to support spe-
cial industry courses in universities,
designed to prepare students in accordance
with current industry trends and needs." 

The minister further explained that the
National Computing Accreditation
Council would consider the passing rate of
students to determine a university's rating.

He stressed the importance of aligning
educational institutions with industry
requirements and facilitating industry-spe-
cific training.

Two meter
readers 

suspended
LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Electricity Supply
Company (LESCO) has
suspended two meter read-
ers on the charges of
neglecting their duties in
Kot Abdul Malik Sub-
Dision. The LESCO
spokesman told media here
Wednesday that both the
officials were conniving in
the electricity theft while
neglecting their duties. As
part of its ongoing grand
anti-power theft campaign
under the supervision of
LESCO Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Engineer
Shahid Haider, an inspec-
tion team of the company
detected two fake power
meters in Tayyaba Colony,
he said and added that both
the meters were purchased
from the market. After
detecting facilitation to
electricity thieves, the
company suspended the
relevant meter reader and
initiated departmental
inquiry against him. In the
same colony, the inspec-
tion also found another
power meter that was
reversed to cheat the
LESCO. The company also
suspended the meter reader
concerned and is taking
departmental action
against him.

Meanwhile, another
inspection team conducted
a search operation in Burj
Attari area and checked
105 connections out of
which four connections
were found to be stealing
power from the direct sup-
ply of LESCO. All four
connections have been dis-
connected and cases have
been registered against the
accused while four accused
have also been arrested by
the area police.

More than 
7 kg drugs
recovered

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The police here on
Wednesday arrested 7 drug
dealers and recovered
more than 7 kg drugs from
their possession during a
crackdown.

The police spokesman
said Rata Amaral police
held Zubair and recovered
1.7 kg drugs from his pos-
session. 

Similarly, Pirwadhi
police nabbed Shah Fahad
and recovered 1.4 kg
drugs from his custody.
While, Gujjar Khan
police arrested Raheel
and recovered 1.3 kg
drugs from his posses-
sion.

Following operation,
Naseerabad police recov-
ered 1.1 kg drugs from
Abid. The Civil Line
Police arrested Sher Ali
and recovered 505 gram of
charas from his possession.

Sadiqabad police recov-
ered 500 gram of charas
from Nadeem. Race
Course police recovered
500 grams of charas from
Hassan.

Pakistan has great potentials in
solar, wind energy: Muhammad Ali

Dr Saif highlights govt’s
revolutionary initiatives
for boosting IT exports

Dr Jamal unveils visionary 
initiatives for newborn eye health

KARACHI (APP): Sindh Governor
Kamran Khan Tessori and Pir Pagara
Sibghatullah Shah Rashidi on Wednesday
discussed the prevailing situation of the
Sindh province.

The Sindh Governor visited the resi-
dence of Pir Sahib Pagaro here, according
to a statement issued by the Governor's
House. Talking to Pir Pagaro, Kamran
Khan Tessori said that all the stakeholders
should unite on one platform for the pros-
perity and development of the country.

Sindh governor lauds contributions
of Jamia-Tur-Rasheed: Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan Tessori on
Wednesday visited Jamia-tur-Rasheed, a
renowned educational institution head-
ed by Mufti Abdul Raheem. The gover-
nor while addressing on the occasion
said that he was indebted for the love,
affection and prayers of Mufti Abdul
Raheem who has always been very kind.

"All my welfare projects during the last
year as Governor, are due to the guid-
ance of Mufti Abdul Raheem, who moti-
vated me to serve the masses without
any discrimination", he added.

He said that Mufti Abdul Raheem has
established this unique institution, where
religious and contemporary education is
being imparted under one roof. 

The governor said that he was very
proud that the charter of Al-Ghazali
University was granted by his signatures.
"I am positive that Al-Ghazali University
would turn out to be a remarkable place of
learning like Jamia-tur-Rahseed.

He said that Pakistan currently facing
economic hardship and "we must all unite
on a one-point agenda of reviving our
economy". The governor assured that he
would extend all possible help and assis-
tance to Jamia-tur-Rasheed and Al-
Ghazali University.

Governor, Pir Pagaro
discuss political

situation of Sindh

36 power pilferers arrested, 163
FIRs registered in LESCO region

KARACHI: Cantonment Board workers removing illegal structures in anti-encroachment drive at
Kalapul area. 

LWMC launches
special operation
to combat Smog

LAHORE (APP): Under the
dedicated guidance of Chief
Executive Officer Babar
Sahib Din, the Lahore Waste
Management Company
(LWMC) has initiated an
extensive mission to combat
smog and enhance the city's
environmental quality. 

As part of the effort, spe-
cialized teams from LWMC
have been deployed to
address dust-related con-
cerns on Kacha Jail Road
and Ferozepur Road, with a
particular focus on Gawala
Colony. Instructions were
given to keep 20 new waste
containers on Kacha Jail
Road. CEO Babar Sahib Din
visited Gawala Colony to
oversee the cleanliness
preparations. He empha-
sized the importance of a
clean and smog-free envi-
ronment for the people of
Lahore and urged citizens to
actively participate in
achieving this goal. Under
the directive of CEO Babar
Sahib Din, the LWMC has
taken substantial steps to
achieve these objectives. 

ln the court of Hafeez Ullah ,
Civil Judge-I, Topi, Samia
Bibi VS. Ubaid Ullah, Court
periodical number: 59/FC,
Institution date:15-06-2023,
Hearing date: 04-11-2023

Notice to : Ubaid Ullah
S/o Afriday R/o Totalaiy,
Teh, Dagar, Distt, Bunair.
Defendent, The service
through ordinary means is
difficult , so you are
informed to attend the court
on 04-11-2023 personally,
through counsel or attorney
to avoid ex-parte proceeding.

Court Notice



PESHAWAR (APP):
Mayor Peshawar, Haji
Zubair Ali has said that all
issues of the new grain
market in Gur Mandi will
be addressed on a priority
basis.

He said missing facili-
ties including streetlights,
conversion of mosque on
solar energy, electric water
cooler, tuff tiles and new
electricity transformer
would be provided to the
market. The mayor said for
cleanliness of the market
two employees would be
hired who remain in the
market on a regular basis

for ensuring complete
cleanliness.

He was talking to a dele-
gation of the traders from
grain market including
chairman Gurr Mandi Jalal
Mohmand, president Haji
Gul Khan, vice president
Haji Shumaz Gul, Haji
Shafiq and others. The
mayor said a green belt
would also be constructed
in the center area of the
market.

Earlier, the traders
informed the mayor about
problems of the grain mar-
ket and demanded street-
lights, electricity trans-

former, drinking water
facility, tuff tiles’ floors,
solar panels for the mosque
and employees for the
cleanliness of the market.

The mayor, while
accepting all the demands
of the traders of the grain
market, said in the next few
days all the missing facili-
ties would be provided to
the market. 

He asked the traders to
select two people for clean-
liness and the metropolitan
government would hire
them on a permanent basis
for the cleanliness of the
market.

The traders thanked the
mayor and said under his
guidance most of the prob-
lems of the city traders
were being addressed on
priority basis.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A high level
delegation of Canadian
Mineral Sector Investment
Company “TYTAN COP-
PER”, called on Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker
Minister for Industries
Commerce, Technical
Education and Newly
Merged Districts Affairs,
Dr. Aamir Abdullah, here in
his office, at Civil
Secretariat Peshawar and
expressed with him their
interest to invest in the min-
eral sector of the province.

The delegation was
headed by chairman of the
company, David Michael
Thompson, while Secretary
of Mines and Mineral Dev-
elopment KP, Hamidullah
Shah, Director Exploration
Muhammad Amir, and
other relevant officers were
also present in the meeting.

During the meeting, the
Canadian company work-

ing in the mineral sector
informed the caretaker min-
ister about its activities in
various sectors of minerals
and expressed its desire to
invest in the mineral sector
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
especially related to copper
deposits.

The delegation told the
caretaker minister that the
same company wants to
invest in the province in
mineral exploration and
safe mining of Cooper pre-
cious natural resources in
accordance with interna-
tional standards in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and desirous
to work with province in
exploration and mining of
this mineral.

During the meeting, the
delegation indicated that
the company can also
invest in marble and granite
in the province.

On this occasion, the
caretaker minister wel-
comed the Canadian

investor delegation to
invest in the province and
said that the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
values foreign investment
in the province and assured
them that investing here
would be beneficial for the
economic prosperity of the
province. He expressed that
all possible facilities will be
provided to Canada for
investing in the province
and the said investment
company will be encour-
aged here.

The caretaker minister
told the delegation that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Board of Investment and
Trade will extend them all
meeded assistance at the
apply procedural stages as a
one window facility estab-
lished for the promotion of
investment.

He said that the
Department of Industry is
also establishing industrial
zones in mineral potential
areas which are related to
these mineral resources to
provide facilities to inve-
stors at the local level in the
various mineral deposit
areas of the province.

On this occasion, the
delegation was also briefed
regarding the available var-
ious mineral investment
potencial locations and they
were informed about the
metal and other precious
minerals available there.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Governor Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa, Haji Ghulam Ali
on Wednesday visited the
Afghan Consulate here and
met with Consul General,
Hafiz Muhib Ullah Shakir.

A statement from the
Governor’s House, said the
Governor expressed heart-
felt sympathies over the
deaths and destruction of
over 50000 homes and
buildings due to an earth-
quake in the Herat province
of Afghanistan.

The Governor on his
behalf and the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
extended condolences to
the Afghan Consul General
and said we equally share
the grief of Afghan people
and government at this crit-

ical hour.
The Governor said

Afghanistan was our broth-
erly neighboring country
and both the people share
the common moments of
grief and happiness.

The Afghan Consul
General thanked the
Governor for visiting the
consulate and said we were
thankful to the people and
government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for sharing
our grief and providing
services and respect to the
people of Afghanistan.

The Afghan Consul
General also shared his
suggestions about repatria-
tion of the Afghan people
from Pakistan, upon which,
the Governor assured to
convey the same to the

Prime Minister of Pakistan.
Later, while talking to the

media, Afghan Consul
General said the reason for
the Governor KP visit to the
Afghan Consulate was to
express condolence with
Afghan people over losses
of lives from the earthquake.

He said repatriation of
the Afghan people from
Pakistan was the decision
of the Pakistani govern-
ment adding that dignity
and self-respect of the Afg-
hans would be ensured dur-
ing the repatriation process.

He said the people of
Pakistan especially from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
extended commendable
hospitality to their Afghan
brothers for decades as both
the people have a relation

of brotherhood and shared
common traditions and cul-
ture. 

The Afghan Consul
General said we would
ensure that on repatriation,
the Afghan people did not
face hardships on arrival in
Afghanistan.

During the visit of the
Governor to the Afghan
Consulate, General
Secretary of JUI, Maulana
Atta ul Haq Darwaish and
former provincial minister,
Maulana Aman ullah
Haqqani were also present.
From the Afghan side
Secretary Afghan Consul
General, Maulvi Muham-
mad Raza Rehmani,
Muhammad Tahir and
Muhammad Saeed Hashmi
were present.
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F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The mar-
riages of Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) vice president Ijaz
Khan Afridi and Asad Khan
Afridi celebrated on 21st

October at local hotel.
Haji Nisar Khan Afridi

paid thanks to guests partic-
ipated in Waleema program
of the marriage.
Businessmen Forum
Leader Ilyas Bilour, FPCCI
former president Ghazanfar

Bilour, SSCI president
Fawad Ishaq, senior vice
president Sana Ullah Khan,
Shaukat Ali Khan and
Senator Nauman Wazir
along with large number of
guests participated in the
marriage ceremony.

Former Senator Ilyas
Bilour and Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) president Fawad
Ishaq congratulated newly
married couples and wished
for good future ahead of
them. 

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprising
Justice Syed Arshad Ali and
Justice Waqar Ahmad
ordered provision of
“Shuhada Package” along
with benefits to the family
of proxy Khasadar killed in
bomb blast, on Wednesday.

PHC ordered concerned
authorities to conclude the
procedure immediately for
ensuring provision of
“Shuhada package” to the
family of proxy Khasada.

The counsel Amin-ur-
Rehman Yousafzai advo-
cate argued that proxy
Khasadar Shahzad
embraced martyrdom on
27th March 2009 in suicide
blast. He added that at the
time of martyrdom Shahzad
was 21 years aged while on
Rs3 lac was provided to his
mother as compensation.

On 13th February 2023
PHC ordered the provision
of “Shuhada package”

along with benefits and
pension to the martyr’s
family but to no veil, the
counsel stated. He argued
that a Contempt of Court
plea had been submitted
before honourable court for
compliance of judicial
orders.

PHC ordered provision
of “Shuhada package” to
martyr’s family while all
respondents appeared
before court and dispose of
Contempt of Court plea in
this regard.

PHC acquits alleged
murderer: PHC’s divisional
bench comprising of Ishtiaq
Ibrahim and Justice
Sahibzada Asadullah sus-
pended lifetime imprison-
ment along with fine of
killer allegedly murdered
his wife over domestic dis-
pute.

According to prosecu-
tion, Barakat Ullah killed
his wife in the premises of
Chamkani police station on
15th October 2014. The
father and brother of dece-

ased had nominated Bar-
akat Ullah and his brother
in their complainant.

The trial court had
acquitted co-accused in the
case while Barakat Ullah
was convicted for lifetime
imprisonment and also
imposed fine in this regard.

The counsel Shabbir
Khan and Sheraz Ali advo-
cates argued that prosecu-
tion had failed to produce
evidences for establishment
of link between Barakat
Ullah and commencement
of the offense as well as the
complainant was not pres-
ent at the crime scene. 

The petitioner is veg-
etable vendor and was pres-
ent at his shop as confirmed
by witnesses at the time of
commencement of the
crime.

PHC’s divisional bench
comprising of Justice
Ishtiaq Ibrahim and Justice
Sahibzada Asadullah
acquitted alleged murderer
from charges after conclu-
sion of the arguments.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Secretary
Livestock, Fisheries &
Cooperative Department,
Dr. Muhammad Israr,
chaired a meeting in
Peshawar to discuss the dig-
italization of Livestock in
Public Sector regarding ani-
mal records, production,
feeding, protection against
diseases, other health and
management aspects and
farm assets on the analogy of
Telefarming being practiced
at Agriculture Extension
Department. 

The Director General
livestock research Dr. Muh-
ammad Ijaz Ali, Additional

Secretary Livestock Asghar
Khan, Registrar Co-opera-
tive Mr. Farhan Khan and
officers from livestock, fish-
eries and agriculture depart-
ment were present in the
meeting. The Secretary
emphasized the need for dig-
italization and the conver-
sion of current paper based
documentation to real time
database with quick access
to all sorts of information of
the Livestock farms and ani-
mals. To assist in this new
initiative, the Secretary LFC
specially invited resource
persons of Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP)
and the Agriculture
Department having expert-

ise in the subject matter.
Dr. Asim Ijaz, Director

General of BISP, presented
the digital services platform
system features with various
suggestions for existing
module improvements and
further review. He assured
the forum of their coopera-
tion in digitizing the Live-
stock Farms in accordance
with the BISP database
model as and when needed. 

The Additional Secretary
Mr. Asghar, who is looking
after the proposed digitiza-
tion project, informed about
the Annual Development
Program (ADP) scheme dif-
ferent parameters and plan
of work. The Technical

expert from Agriculture Ext-
ension Department briefly
explained the features of the
Telefarming System and
assured of the support
required for the project. 

It was unanimously
agreed to get benefit of the
technical services of Tele
Farming relevant experts for
the digitalization of live-
stock in the initial phase till
hiring of consultant. To
ensure professional and effi-
cient digitalization as per
PC-1 guidelines, the services
of a consultant will be hired.
Additionally, efforts will be
made to secure donor sup-
port to overcome financial
obstacles.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) president
Fuad Ishaq urged the gov-
ernment to withdraw the
recent unprecedented incre-
ase in prices of natural gas to
flourish the national econo-
my, businesses and indus-
tries and put the country
toward sustainable econom-
ic growth and prosperity.

The chamber president
also called for reviewing
agreements with the
Independent Powers
Producers (IPPs) and pro-
viding electricity to domes-
tic, commercial and indus-
trial consumers on subsi-
dized rates.

He sought special incen-
tives and schemes should
be announced for the busi-
ness community and
investors to create further
investment and employ-
ment opportunities in the

province.
Fuad Ishaq demanded

the allowing trade with
Afghanistan, Iran and
China in Pakistani rupee
and granting status of
Most-Favoured Nations
(MFNs) to these countries.

He made these demands
while addressing a delega-
tion of small factory own-
ers and representtives,
which was headed by Small
Industrialists Association
Kohat Road Peshawar
Wahid Arif Awan here at
the chamber’s house on
Wednesday. 

The association senior
member and former SCCI
president Engr Maqsood
Anwar Pervaiz, office bear-
ers and owners and repre-
sentatives of small manu-
facturing units were
amongst the delegation.

Fuad Ishaq said the
increase in electricity and
gas prices are unfavorable
for the country’s economy,

business and industrial
growth and urged the gov-
ernment to take back its
decision and provide spe-
cial relief to the business
community by reducing
electricity and gas rates.

The SCCI chief linked
the country’s progress with
economic prosperity which
can only be made possible
by providing facilities and
special incentives to the
business community.

Mr Ishaq urged the gov-
ernment to initiate steps for
provision of electricity to
industries on wheeling
charges while demanding
the elimination of fixed
power charges and electric-
ity rates should be charged
as per load consumption.

He continued to say that
high electricity prices have
made it hard for industrial-
ists to run their manufactur-
ing units and closure of
industries is generating
unemployment in the

province. 
Commenting on the

provincial constitutional
rights on natural resources,
the SCCI chief stressed that
the constitutional right to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa that
had been given under arti-
cle 158-A of the constitu-
tion of the country should
be ensured with true letter
and spirit.

Fuad Ishaq informed that
SCCI would devise a con-
crete strategy to take up
electricity and gas related
issues with relevant gov-
ernment department/
authorities at central and
provincial level.

He vowed the chamber
will play its effective role
in protecting rights of the
business community and
provision of all facilities
and incentives to them.

The chamber president
assured that the chamber
will make vigorous efforts
for attaining funds through

Export Development Funds
for promotion of small
businesses and industries
and completion of Expo
Centre Peshawar Project.

He said the electricity
rates should be charged to
all businesses and sectors
on equitable grounds.

Fuad Ishaq assured the
small industrialists delega-
tion of taking up their
issues with relevant author-
ities in an effective manner.

Earlier, the association
president Wahid Arif Awan
and Engr Maqsood Anwar
Pervaiz raised up issues of
small manufacturers during
the meeting and also con-
gratulated the newly elect-
ed president Fuad Ishaq and
senior vice president
Sanaullah Khan and
expressed hope that they
along with rest of the cabi-
net members will play
important role toward reso-
lution of the business com-
munity.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad Azam talking to a delegation
of foreign investors.

PESHAWAR: Ameer Jamat-e-Islami Peshawar Baharullah Khan Advocate
addressing a press conference against increased in gas prices. — F.P. photo 

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali offering fateha for martyred in Herat
earthquake during his meeting with Afghan Council General Hafiz Mohib Ullah Shakir.

Governor condoles over
deaths in earthquake

Awareness seminar held
PESHAWAR (APP): Emergency Operations Center
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in collaboration with RMI and part-
ners on Wednesday organized a seminar on polio awareness
to mark World Polio Day. The seminar was attended by
Special Secretary Health for Polio Eradication Abdul Basit,
VC KMU Prof. Dr. Zia ul Haq, Dean RMI Dr. Bakhtiar,
President PHA Dr Saima Abid senior pediatricians, Deputy
Coordinator Emergency Operations Center KP, Zeeshan
Khan, representatives of UNICEF, WHO, Rotary Internat-
ional faculty members and medical students of RMI.

Karkhano
Market

raided for
illegal drugs
PESHAWAR (APP): A
team from Peshawar’s
Drug Control unit conduct-
ed a raid at Karkhano
Market on Wednesday as
part of a Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Health
Department initiative tar-
geting illicit and dangerous
drugs. Dr. Abbas, the
Director General of Drugs
and Pharmacy Services,
reported that the operation
resulted in the permanent
closure of 23 illegal drug
display counters and the
confiscation of a substan-
tial quantity of counterfeit
medications. 

Additionally, three indi-
viduals were apprehended
during the raid and handed
over to local law enforce-
ment for further legal pro-
ceedings.

Dr. Abbas further said
that 24 First Information
Reports (FIRs) have been
filed against individuals
involved in the illicit trade
of unregistered, counterfeit,
and harmful drugs within
Karkhano Market,
Peshawar.

A dedicated ongoing
campaign against illegal
drugs and counterfeit medi-
cines will be carried out
daily with the aim of
enhancing the quality and
accessibility of medications
for those in need.

Sufyan took
charge as
Director

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Director
Narcotics Control Sufyan
Haqqani committed for
elimination of menace of
drugs from society through
joint effort in a team work,
on Wednesday.

This he said during
meetings with several offi-
cials of Excise and
Taxation Department after
taking charge as Director
Narcotics Control at his
office. He claimed that nar-
cotics would be vanished
from society as soon as
possible and special teams
should be deployed across
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
this regard.

Director and Taxation
Officer (ETO) Counter
Narcotics Control, ETO
Rehabilitation and Circle
Officer Peshawar along
with other officials congrat-
ulated Sufyan Haqqani as
Director Narcotics Control.

Director ordered Excise
and Taxation personnel that
prioritize delivery of serv-
ices and good governance
otherwise stern actions
would be initiated against
unprofessionalism.

Missing facilities at Gur Mandi
to be provided soon, says Mayor

Govt urged to withdraw increase in gas prices

Canadian firm expresses
interest to invest in KP

PHC orders provision
of Shuhada package
to proxy Khasadar

Meeting discussed digitalization of
public sector livestock management

SCCI vice president got married
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Rescuer shot
killed in Karak

F.P. Report

KARAK: Unknown
persons shot killed res-
cuer on his way to
office in Karak district,
on Wednesday. The
deceased was identified
as Tasin Zafar son of
Karimullah was killed
on the spot by unknown
persons while going to
duty from home. Tasin
Zafar was performing
medical technician duty
in Rescue 1122. He was
buried in front of thou-
sands of locals. The
funeral prayer was
attended by people of
different schools of
thought. Moreover,
Sakhi Jinan Advocate
passed away and was
laid to rest in front of
thousands of tearful
eyes in Yaqoobi Kala.
Lawyers, journalists,
dignitaries of the area,
municipal representa-
tives and PPP workers
participated in large
numbers.

Families
deprived of cash
SHARQPUR (INP):
Robbers deprived two
families of hundreds of
thousands rupees cash
and gold jewelry worth
millions of rupees in
Tayyeba Colony of
Sharqpur, police said on
Wednesday. According
to CCTV footage, 10
armed robbers break
opened the doors and
window panes of two
houses. The robbers
took the residents
hostage at gunpoint and
also tortured them for
offering resistance. The
robbers took away
Rs900,000 cash, 16 tola
of gold jewelry from the
two houses. The police
teams visited the scene
of crime, collected the
evidences and after reg-
istering a case into the
incident have started
investigations.

Two teenagers
killed

SIALKOT (INP): Two
teenage boys were
killed when roof of an
under construction
building located at
Aimanabad road of
Sialkot suddenly came
down on Wednesday.
Rescue sources said that
the incident took place
in village Dharmkot
where roof of an under
construction building
collapsed.  Two young-
sters including
Abdullah 18, and
Husnain 16, were killed
in the incident. Six
vehicles of rescue took
part in the operation,
pulled out the bodies
and handed them over
to heirs. A state of grief
and sorrow prevailed
upon in the area over
accidental death of two
teenagers. 

Robbers kill man,
injure brother

PAKPATTAN (INP):
Armed robbers killed
one person and injured
his brother upon resist-
ance during a robbery
in a home in Saddar
police station jurisdic-
tion, Pakpattan.
According to details,
four armed robbers
barged into a house,
took the residents
hostage at gunpoint and
started looted valu-
ables. Upon resistance
from two brothers, the
robbers opened straight
fire killing one on the
spot and leaving other
critically injured. The
robbers fled the scene
with looted cash, jewel-
ry and other valuables.
Police getting informa-
tion reached the scene
of crime, collected the
evidences, shifted the
body and injured to
hospital. A case was
registered into the inci-
dent and investigations
were kicked off. 

AICS, BISP
partnership 

F.P. Report

QUETTA: A field visit
by the Italian Agency
for Development Coo-
peration (AICS) has
been completed to
Baluchistan to monitor
main activities in the
framework of Benazir
Income Support Progra-
mme (BISP)
Programme, in particu-
lar in Lasbela and
Khuzdar districts.
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SARGODHA (INP): Police
arrested six accused and
recovered motorcycles,
liquor and illegal weapons
from their possession.

Police said team of dif-
ferent police stations con-
ducted raids and arrested six
accused and recovered two
motorcycles, 70-liter of
liquor, one pistol and a rifle.
They were identified as Ijaz,

Saud, Dawood, Khalid,
Usman and Akbar. Separate
cases were registered
against the accused.

Commissioner reviews
construction of road:
Commissioner Muhammad
Ajmal Bhatti on Wednesday
reviewed under construction
Sargodha-Ajnala road and
inspected work.

Deputy Commissioner

Shoaib Ali was also accom-
panied him. Superintendent
Engineer Highways
Mansoor Arshad briefed
that an estimated cost of 27-
km Sargodha-Ajnala road
was Rs 966 million and so
far Rs 340 million had been
spent. The commissioner
said there was no compro-
mise on quality of the road
construction.

Six outlaws arrested

F.P. Report

SHAHDADKOT: The busi-
ness community of the dis-
trict protested against the
increasing unrest and looting
in Qamber Shahdadkot dis-
trict of Sindh, the entire mer-
chant community of Qamber
Shahdadkot district has
become a protest against the
non-return of loot of lakhs of
rupees from the two mer-
chants of Shahdadkot,
Ramesh Lal and Umair
Ahmad Sheikh.

In which protest demon-
strations against the police
were unanimously annou-
nced, on this occasion, the
representatives of trade
organizations of Shahdadkot
and other associations partic-
ipated in the meeting and
warned the police of the dis-
trict, saying that two months
ago, Ramesh, a famous busi-
nessman of the city.
Unknown armed persons

looted lakhs of rupees from
Lal.

Similarly, unknown per-
sons armed and harassed
other businessman Umair
Ahmed Sheikh and escaped
after snatching lakhs of
rupees in cash due to the
growing unrest in the city.
Such a situation has arisen
and unselfish. In this regard,
Shahdadkot SHO Akhtar
Abaro while talking to the
media said that these inci-
dents of looting are before
my posting in Shahdadkot,
still it is our first duty to
establish law and order situa-
tion in the city. After arresting
the suspects involved in loot-
ing from the traders, efforts
will be made to provide jus-
tice to the victims.

Protest held against
Israeli aggression on Pale-
stinians: A protest was held
against the Israeli aggression
on the Palestinians in
Qamber. A protest was held

against which Irshad Korejo,
Ali Bakhsh, Muhammad
Hashim Korejo and others
protested and said that
Israel's shelling on the
oppressed Palestinian people
is condemnable and the
atrocities of the Israeli army.

Thousands of Palestinians
have been martyred, while
hundreds of Palestinian
patients have been martyred,
most of them children and
women, due to the Israeli
attack on the hospital in
Gaza, which has been strong-
ly protested by Muslim and
non-Muslim countries. And
condemned while Israel's
phosphorous attacks are
more dangerous than nuclear,
he added that the land of
Palestine belongs to the
Palestinians, they have the
right to self-determination,
but Israel's attacks on
Palestinians and the attacks
carried out to vacate regional
residential houses.

Traders hold protests

F.P. Report

CHITRAL: Arkari valley is
very famous for its scenic
beauty. There is also anoth-
er small valley known as
Bhisti. In this valley there
is a beautiful tourism spot
at a height of 16000 feet
above the sea level which is
called Tong Shughur in
local language. Even in
Tongshughur, springs of
pure water coming from the
foothills of the mountains.
This water flows in a circle
like a snake, this meander-
ing canal adds to the beauty
of the area. 

Tongshughur also has a
green field and with green
grass growing naturally
everywhere, it looks like a
green carpet has been laid
here. There is greenery
everywhere which look
very handsome. The moun-
tains are covered with snow
which presents a very
attractive look. Trich Mir
mountain looks like a small
mound from here. Here in
this field, there is medicinal

plants like onion grows nat-
urally, which also tastes
like onion. Local people
say that this onion-like herb
was used as medicine in
past. 

According to the local
people, Tong Shughur was
also the summer pasture of
the people of Bhisti valley
where the local people used
to bring their cattle for
grazing and as it was their
summer pasture, they col-
lected milk and made
cheese, butter, curd, and
milk items from it. They
used to make other things,
which were taken here from
summer and used in the
houses. 

In the past, wild life was
also existing here in this
tourist spot, which was
hunting legally by foreign-
ers in hunting trophy and
local people to earn a lot of
money by this way.
Emeralds and other pre-
cious stones and minerals
are also found in this area
in the surrounding moun-

tains. 
Being located at a high

altitude of 16000 feet,
Tongshughur overlooks the
Trich Mir mountain look
like mud mound from here.
The sound of clear and cool
water waterfalls in the near-
by areas is like a natural
music sound of trumpets.
Local people say that this
beautiful tourist spot could
not become the center of
attention of the authorities
as well as the media. Our
team was the first media
team to reach this beautiful
area for the first time. The
local people demand that
the tourism department
should pay attention to this
area and organize a tourna-
ment or a traditional sports
event here so that this beau-
tiful area can also attract
tourists and this area can
also develop by promoting
tourism. In this beautiful
place, local people cele-
brated a picnic and also put
bhangra and peformed fold
dance here.

Tongshogor need attention 
of authority to attract tourists

F.P. Report

TIMERGARA: Every 9th
woman is suffering from
breast cancer. According to
the survey in 2002, 83
thousand women in
Pakistan have breast can-
cer. Breast cancer can be
treated if diagnosed by con-
sulting a doctor. District
Headquarter Hospital
Timergara MS Dr. Ali
Asghar Khan, Senior
Surgeon Dr. Bakht Sarwar,
Deputy MS Dr. Shiraz, and
Lady Dr. Maryam Maqsood
expressed these views.

In a message on social
media to raise awareness
about breast cancer among
women on the occasion of
World Breast Cancer Day,
he said that breast cancer is
a deadly disease but if it is
diagnosed and treated in
time. So the patients can
recover from this disease.

MS Dr. Ali Asghar of
District Headquarters
Hospital Timergara said
that mammography
machine facility is avail-
able in Timergara District
Headquarters Hospital for
breast cancer diagnosis if
women have breast cancer.
If you feel lumps and pain,
consult your doctor imme-
diately. He said that some-
times due to misunder-
standings and negligence,
breast cancer reaches stage
four and spreads through-
out the body, and then the
disease is incurable. There
is treatment, so it is neces-
sary for women to consult
specialist doctors immedi-
ately whenever they feel a
lump or pain in the breast.

Media role upheld:
Deputy Commissioner

Lower Dir Muhammad
Fawad Khan has said that it
is not possible to deny the
importance of media, jour-
nalists should play a full
role for the reform of the
society, the district admin-
istration will welcome the
positive criticism of jour-
nalists.

While talking to the sen-
ior journalists of District
Press Club Timergara in the
office, they say that the
positive role of the media is
indispensable for the devel-
opment and prosperity of
the country? He said that
local journalists will be
given a briefing regarding
the monthly performance of
the district administration,
mutual relations will be
strengthened and joint
efforts will be made for the
development of the district.

Media Colony and other
issues of the media colony
and assured to solve it,
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Fawad Khan
accepted the invitation
from the journalists of
Timergara Press Club to
visit Timargara Press Club
and said that he will visit
Timargara very soon.

Admin inspected petrol
pumps: On the direction of
Deputy Commissioner
District Lower Dir and
Director General of
Industries and Commerce
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Assistant Director
I n d u s t r i e s / C o n s u m e r
Protection Council Lower
Dir Sohail Khan and
Consumer Inspector visited
various hotels and petrol
pumps etc. and provided
non-standard facilities. And
by taking legal action

against many people on low
gauge, a petrol pump was
sold, while notices were
issued to many people, con-
fessions were recorded and
the cases of serious crimi-
nals will be sent to the court
of District and Sessions
Judge Consumer Court.

Study circle on social
media and journalistic
ethics held: The Pakhtu-
nkhwa Students’ Organiz-
ation on Wednesday
arranged a study circle on
the topic of "Social Media
and Journalistic Ethics" at
one of the hostels of the
University of Malakand
(UoM). Students from vari-
ous disciplines participated
in the study circle. The
guest speaker was Izaz
Ahmed while the event was
chaired by Abasin Khan.

Izaz Ahmed, highlight-
ing the journalistic history
and its values, said that
there was a fundamental
difference between social
media and mass media. He
said that the truth was being
distorted and that was a risk
for the press freedom. He
asked youths to use social
media with utmost care of
some journalistic ethics
because fake news was a
big threat to journalism at
this time. 

“We have to deal with it
by understanding journalis-
tic ethics”, he said, adding
that journalists always
checked and counter
checked their sources for
getting information. He
also informed the partici-
pants about the disadvan-
tages of social media and
asked them to be careful in
using the social media plat-
forms.

Every 9th woman suffers
from breast cancer

Fazal Haq

MARDAN: In the special
meeting on Wednesday of
the District Price Review
Committee under the chair-
manship of Deputy
Commissioner Abdur
Rehman, in the context of
the recent decrease in the
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts, while reviewing the
supply and demand of food
items and prices in the mar-
ket, the prices of several
items have been reduced. 

The decision was made.
It is worth mentioning here
that the Caretaker Prime
Minister and Caretaker
Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have directed
the administration to take
all necessary steps to con-
vey the fruits of improve-
ment in the value of petro-
leum products and rupee to
the public, which is high-
lighted by the Price Review
Committee A special meet-
ing was called. Assistant
Commissioner Mardan
Ayesha Tahir and AC
Takhtbai Mahin Hasan,
Assistant Food Controller,
Press Club Chairman Bakht
Muhammad Yousafzai
along with representatives
and administrative officers
of Khawajaganj Bazar
Union and Grocery
Association participated in
the meeting. 

Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Rehman emphasized
to the participants that in
this period of inflation, the
fruits of reduction in the
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts must reach the people
in which everyone has to
play their role. On this
occasion, while reviewing
the prices of food items, the
price of Chana Sefid 7/8
has been reduced from
Rs.320 to Rs.315 per kg. 

It was decided to reduce
the price of dal mash num-

ber 2 from Rs 480 per kg to
Rs 470 per kg, red bean
number 1 from Rs 490 per
kg to Rs 420 per kg.
Similarly, the price of red
bean Kenya/Tajki has been
reduced from Rs.475 to
Rs.400 per kg and the price
of gram plain peas has been
reduced from Rs.160 per kg
to Rs.150 per kg, while the
prices of other items have
been decided to remain
unchanged.

Deputy Commissioner
Mardan urged the traders to
ensure the supply of food
items to the people at fixed
prices and to provide relief
to the people by reducing
the prices. He said that the
administrative officers will
continue to check the prices
in the market and strictly
deal with profiteers and
those who create artificial
inflation.

Anti-electricity theft
drive continues: A joint
team of FIA and WAPDA
PESCO, while acting
against the criminal mafia
in Sheikh Maltoon sub-
division, cut off the direct
connection of petrol pumps
and two hotels, while col-
lecting lakhs of rupees as
arrears and depositing it in
the national treasury.

According to the details,
on the instructions of
WAPDA PESCO XEN
Ikramullah Khan, Sheikh
Maltoon Sub Division
Chairman Salman Ali under
the supervision of FIA
Inspector Khaqan Ali along
with DCR team members
Kamran Khan and Siyar
Khan and other staff raided
the place Meanwhile, the
WAPDA team seized the
direct connection of a petrol
pump and two hotels on
Mardan Nowshera Road and
started legal proceedings by
cutting the direct connection.

Anti-polio day
observed: District Health

Officer (DHO) Mardan Dr
Javed Iqbal along with
Shahzaib ADC (General),
Dr. Imtiaz Coordinator EPI
and Dr. Umer N-STOP
Officer celebrated World
Polio Day with its full zeal
and enthusiasm.

On the auspicious occa-
sion of World Polio Day, a
grand walk was held at
DHQ Hospital Mardan.
DHO Mardan addressed the
significance of vaccination,
enlightening its vital role in
public health. DHO
Mardan also emphasized
the critical importance of
vaccination and shared
compelling statistics: there
has been a remarkable 99%
reduction in Polio cases
worldwide, with it being
endemic in only two coun-
tries, Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

DHO Mardan addressed
the current challenges par-
ticularly the need to reach
children who may be
missed during vaccination
campaigns due to their
unavailability at the time of
the vaccination team visits
or whose parents may
refuse vaccination. He
delineated the collective
responsibility to promote
vaccination, its importance
& help needed for health
teams to reach to every tar-
get age child with vaccina-
tion so that safeguard the
health of our kids against
12 deadly diseases includ-
ing Polio.

DHO Mardan further
added in his interview at
the conclusion of the walk
that chronic refusals of
Polio pose a significant
threat towards the eradica-
tion of Polio and radical
steps need to be taken to
overcome those chal-
lenges as a child once
infected with Polio will
have to carry this illness
his whole life.

Price control 
committee reduces
edible items’ prices

M. Azlan Khan

O
N the 27th of October
each year, Pakistan
observes "Kashmir

Black Day," to commemorate
the day when India first ille-
gally occupied the Kashmir,
initiating the strife that has
been hanging fire for more
than seven decades. This
annual observance serves as a
poignant reminder of the pro-
tracted dispute over Kashmir,
a region whose complex histo-
ry has been marred by conflict
and the suffering of its people,
a region that has been at the
heart of a decades-long dispute
between India and Pakistan.
Beyond the geopolitical com-
plexities, at its core, the
Kashmir issue is about the
rights and aspirations of the
people who have endured
immense hardships for
decades.

The Kashmir conflict started
back in 1947 when the state of
Jammu and Kashmir, led by
Maharaj Hari Singh, was faced
with a difficult choice to accede
to either India or Pakistan.
Despite a predominantly
Muslim population, the
Maharaja chose to accede to
India, which led to tensions and
ultimately the first Indo-Pak war
in 1947-48. The United Nations
intervened, and a ceasefire was
declared, leading to the estab-
lishment of Line of Control
(LOC). 

Kashmir has been in political
turmoil for decades, with a huge
portion of the people demanding
either autonomy or unification
with Pakistan. The Kashmiri
people have suffered a lot during
this conflict. Human Rights vio-
lations, communication black-
outs, curfews, and mobility
restrictions have all been a part
of this. One recent example of

such a curfew was the lockdown
on Jammu and Kashmir from
2019 to 2021 after India unliter-
ally revoked Article 370 which
gave Kashmir its special status.
This curfew was implemented
throughout the Indian-occupied
territory of Jammu and Kashmir
with the intention of averting
unrest, violence, and protests. 

The Kashmir issue has not
only the potential to destabilize
relations between Pakistan and
India, but if it remains unre-
solved, this conflict threatens
South-Asian regional peace in
the long term, affecting the larg-
er geopolitical landscape. It is a
complicated issue that needs
diplomatic attention and interna-
tional cooperation. The world
community has repeatedly urged
Pakistan and India to reach a
peaceful settlement via conver-
sation and diplomacy. The
United Nations, in particular,
has approved resolutions calling

for a plebiscite on Kashmir's
future status under the The
United Nations Security Council
Resolution 47, adopted on April
21st 1948. This was the first of
many similar resolutions which
followed over the course of
time. 

Pakistan has continuously
backed the right of the Kashmiri
people to self-determination.
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar raised the issue on multi-
ple occasions. In his address to
the 78th session of the United
Nations General Assembly in
New York, Prime Minister
Kakar reiterated Pakistan's
unshakeable stance on Kashmir.
He emphasized that India is
entirely to be blamed for human
rights violations in Indian-occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir. In this
quest Pakistan is dynamically
analyzing all possible channels
which leads to the peaceful reso-
lution of this conflict. 

Kashmir is more than just a
piece of territory; it is home to
millions of people who have
yearned for peace, security, and
the ability to shape their own
fate for decades. Their voices,
often unheard are an important
part of the Kashmir story. People
have been forced to bear the
consequences of decisions made
by forces beyond their control.
Kashmir Black Day is not just a
symbolic observance; it is a cry
for recognition and compassion.
It serves to express solidarity
with the people of Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir, acknowledging
their suffering and their aspira-
tions. At its core, it is a call for
justice, peace, and the right to
self-determination, principles
enshrined in several United
Nations resolutions. 

In conclusion, a long-term
solution to the Kashmir dispute
is critical for the region's peace
and stability. It is critical not just

for the individuals directly
affected, but also for the whole
region and the worldwide com-
munity. 

Diplomacy, dialogue, and
commitment must take prece-
dence over conflict in order to
chart a course ahead. The inter-
ests and ambitions of the
Kashmiri people should be cen-
tral to any resolution. Their voic-
es must be heard, their rights
must be upheld, and their safety
must be guaranteed. The only
way to achieve long-term peace
is to pass a resolution that gen-
uinely reflect their will. As the
world watches, and the interna-
tional community plays a vital
role in fostering dialogue and
understanding, the hope remains
that a compassionate, equitable,
and lasting resolution can be
found, one that respects the
rights and aspirations of the peo-
ple who have endured so much
in Kashmir.

Kashmir Black Day: The ongoing struggle for peace and justice

Army, FC
establishes

Women Skill
Centre in Swat

Shafi Ullah

MINGORA: In a remark-
able effort to empower and
uplift the women of
Peochar Swat, Pak Army
and Frontier Corps North
established the Women
Skill Centre.

This initiative, as part of
the Women Outreach
Program, has received
invaluable assistance from
local elders and the District
Welfare Organisation.
Furthermore, non-govern-
mental organizations
(NGOs) have been actively
engaged to promote the
center's activities, provid-
ing a source of livelihood
for the women of the area.
Since its inauguration, the
Women Skill Centre has
already registered 30
enthusiastic participants.

To facilitate their skill
development, the center is
equipped with sewing
machines and essential
classroom accessories,
such as chairs and tables,
all provided free of cost.
Additionally, raw materials
required for the skill train-
ing are also being gener-
ously supplied. The premis-
es for the Women Skill
Centre have been generous-
ly donated by the former
Chairman of the Village
Council in Peochar.

Renovation and refur-
bishment of the facility
were carried out by the
dedicated teams of Pak
Army and Frontier Corps
North. To ensure the
smooth operation of the
center, a local teacher and a
maid have been hired. The
impact of this initiative is
already being felt through-
out the community, with
local women expressing
their happiness and grati-
tude. They view the
Women Skill Centre as a
valuable gift from Pak
Army and Frontier Corps
North, providing them with
a unique opportunity to
enhance their skills and
improve their livelihoods.

Two robbers
killed in Quetta

QUETTA (INP): Two rob-
bers were killed, another
injured and held after
exchange of fire with
police in the provincial
capital on Tuesday-
Wednesday midnight. 

The police engaged a
three-member gang of rob-
bers fleeing after commit-
ting robbery and an
encounter took place near
Eastern Bypass Bakra
Mandi, Quetta. In cross fir-
ing, two robbers were
killed and another injured
and arrested.

HYFERABAD: Polio Health workers participating in a polio awareness walk outside Press Club.
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BEIJING (Agencies): The
dispute over the South China
Sea has been thrust back into
the spotlight amid increasing
tension between the
Philippines and China in the
disputed waters. There were
two near collisions close to
Second Thomas Shoal,
which lies within Manila's
Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ), in the most serious
incident this year.

Beijing claims Second
Thomas Shoal and almost
the entire sea on the basis of
its so-called "nine-dash
line", which it again featured
in a new version of its
national map earlier this
year. The map caused upset
among Southeast Asian
countries, including
Malaysia, the Philippines
and Vietnam, which also
claim the waters nearest to
their coasts. An international
tribunal ruled as far back as
2016 that the map provided
no legal basis for China's
claim, but Beijing has
ignored that decision and
continues to insist on the
line's legitimacy. According
to the Sydney-based Lowy
Institute, world powers like
China use representational
mediums like national maps

to "justify their exceptional-
ism". The map allows
Beijing to convey its "mar-
itime territorialisation", the
think tank said. Here's all
you need to know about the
infamous nine-dash line and
the long-running maritime
dispute. As far as China is
concerned, its claim to the
South China Sea can be
traced back centuries and is
embodied in the nine-dash
line.

Voyages through the
South China Sea can be
dated back to the second
century, during the Han
Dynasty, when emperors
sent out explorers and gov-
ernment officials to investi-
gate other parts of Asia. By
the Song dynasty, China
maintained that it was nam-
ing and claiming territory in
the island chains it calls
Nansha (the Spratly Islands)
and Xisha (the Paracel
Islands). Trade also took
Chinese explorers further
into maritime Southeast
Asia, including Indonesia,
Borneo and the Malay
peninsula, mostly famously
under Admiral Zheng He
during the Ming Dynasty.
Beijing insists that its histor-
ical records show the then-

powerful Chinese dynasties
enjoyed near total control
over the waters for centuries.
However, the arrival of
Western explorers and the
rise of the Vietnamese
Nguyen dynasty in the 19th
century challenged China's
claims over maritime
Southeast Asia. Tempted
first by the lucrative spice
trade, the Europeans began
establishing themselves in
Southeast Asia from the 16th
century. After the
Portuguese established a
colony in Malacca on the
Malayan peninsula, the
British, Dutch and French
also began to expand into
the region, setting up
colonies that lasted until
World War II and, in some
cases, beyond. Many cities
in China were also con-
trolled by Japan, a then-mil-
itarised country that also
took control of the Korean
peninsula in the early 20th
century.

By 1942, the Japanese
had pushed out the
Europeans and expanded
their rule into mainland and
maritime Southeast Asia,
occupying many countries
surrounding the South China
Sea.

Why does China claim almost
the entire South China Sea?

WASHINGTON (Agenc-
ies): Donald Trump "arbi-
trarily" inflated the value of
his real estate assets in
order to secure favourable
insurance premiums,
Trump's former lawyer and
fixer Michael Cohen has
testified at the former pres-
ident's civil fraud trial.
Cohen, who cut ties with
the former US president
five years ago, is now a key
witness in a case brought
by Democratic New York
Attorney General Letitia
James alleging Trump
inflated the value of his
family companies' proper-
ties. The lawsuit could
break up Trump's business
empire.

Cohen testified that
Trump tasked him with
increasing the value of his
company's assets "based
upon a number that he arbi-
trarily elected". The value
of the company's holdings
was "whatever number Mr
Trump told us", Cohen
said. He said he and one-
time Trump Organization
chief financial officer Allen
Weisselberg would mark up
line items by hand using
red ink in Trump's financial
statements after he told
them the numbers were too
low.

"He would say, 'I'm actu-
ally not worth $4.5bn, I'm
really worth more like six
[billion]," Cohen said.
Cohen said that the result-
ing financial statements
would show the assets "had
extremely high values with
low liabilities in order to
secure better insurance pre-
miums". During a lunch
break, Trump told reporters
Cohen was a "liar". "We're

not worried at all about his
testimony," said Trump, the
frontrunner for the 2024
Republican presidential
nomination.

Colleen Faherty, a
lawyer for the attorney gen-
eral's office, began her
questioning of Cohen by
reviewing his criminal his-
tory in an apparent effort to
head off expected attacks
by Trump's lawyers on
Cohen's credibility. Cohen
in 2018 pleaded guilty to a
campaign finance violation
and falsely telling Congress
that negotiations over a
proposed Trump Tower in
Moscow ended by January
2016, when in fact the
efforts continued until June
2016 - after Trump had
clinched the Republican
nomination. "I did that at
the direction of, in concert
with and for the benefit of
Donald Trump," Cohen
said on the stand, referring
to his false testimony about
the Russia real estate proj-
ect, which never materi-
alised. Prosecutors never
accused Trump of criminal
wrongdoing stemming
from his business dealings
with Russia. Trump leaned
back in his chair with his
arms folded and intently
watched Cohen on the
stand, occasionally whis-
pering to his lawyers.

Cohen, who once said he
would "take a bullet" for
Trump, began a three-year
prison sentence in 2019 but
was released to home con-
finement the following year
during the coronavirus pan-
demic. Cohen's testimony
during a 2019 congression-
al probe of Trump's
finances was the impetus

for James's lawsuit. Trump
has denied wrongdoing and
defended the valuations of
his properties, saying the
case is a "fraud" and a
political witch-hunt.

He has occasionally
appeared in court over the
past month, complaining in
inflammatory remarks to
reporters that it is a distrac-
tion from his campaign. He
arrived following a cam-
paign stop in New
Hampshire and just days
after being fined $5,000 by
Justice Arthur Engoron, the
judge overseeing the case,
for violating a gag order. In
September before the trial
began, Engoron found that
Trump fraudulently inflated
his net worth and ordered
the dissolution of compa-
nies that control crown jew-
els of his real estate portfo-
lio, including Trump Tower
in Manhattan. That ruling is
on hold while Trump
appeals. The trial largely
concerns damages. James is
seeking at least $250m in
fines, a permanent ban
against Trump and his sons
Donald Jr and Eric from
running businesses in New
York and a five-year com-
mercial real estate ban
against Trump and the
Trump Organization.
James's civil suit is one of
many legal woes Trump
faces as he campaigns for
the presidency. He has
pleaded not guilty to four
criminal indictments,
including federal cases tied
to efforts to overturn the
results of the 2020 election
and the removal of govern-
ment documents from the
White House. 

‘Trump inflated
asset values arbitrarily’

ANKARA (Reuters): Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan told his
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin
in a call that Western countries'
"silence" was exacerbating the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza,
Erdogan's office said. In a statement,
the presidency said Erdogan told
Putin the "savagery" towards
Palestinian lands was deepening and

that civilians were constantly being
killed.

He also repeated earlier com-
ments that Turkey, a NATO ally,
would continue working to achieve
calm in the region, the statement
added. Western countries have
stressed Israel's right to defend itself
following an Oct. 7 assault by
Hamas militants on Israeli towns and

kibbutzim that killed 1,400 people,
mainly civilians. Since then, thou-
sands of people have been killed
during heavy daily Israeli bombard-
ment of Gaza, which is controlled by
Hamas. The Kremlin later issued its
own statement on the call, saying
that Putin had told Erdogan that
Russia and Turkey largely agree on
the Israel-Palestinian issue.

Erdogan to Putin: Western ‘silence’
worsening humanitarian situation in Gaza

SEOUL (AP): Four North
Koreans were found in a
small wooden boat in South
Korean waters in what is
likely a rare case of North
Koreans taking a risky sea
voyage to flee to the South,
Seoul officials said. More
than 30,000 North Koreans
have fled to South Korea to
avoid poverty and political
oppression since the late
1990s. A vast majority of
them have come via China
and then Southeast Asian
countries, and defecting by
sea is uncommon because
it's more dangerous.

A South Korean coast
guard ship found the boat
south of the two Koreas'
eastern sea border, after a
report by a fishing boat. The
four people on board identi-
fied themselves as North
Koreans, coast guard offi-
cials said. South Korea's
military said it secured the
custody of the North
Koreans in coordination
with the coast guard, after
chasing their boat along the
sea border. A military state-
ment said the North
Koreans were suspected of
defecting to South Korea,
but gave no further details.

South Korean public broad-
caster KBS, citing an
unidentified government
official, reported that the
four North Koreans - a man
and three women - are
members of one family.
KBS said they weren't
armed and didn't wear mili-
tary uniforms when they
were found.

South Korea's
Unification Ministry
declined to provide person-
al details of the four, saying
an investigation was under-
way. Defecting by sea is
much more dangerous and
many North Korean
escapees were believed to
have ended up dying after
their boats sank amid bad
weather. But some still opt
to use a sea route because
they can defect in a group
and it takes much shorter
time than the China-
Southeast Asian route,
which typically takes weeks
or months before coming to
South Korea, according to
Ahn Kyung-su, head of
DPRKHEALTH.ORG, a
website focusing on health
issues in North Korea. Ahn,
who has interviewed many
defectors, said that North

Koreans typically slip
across their country's border
with China alone or in pairs
without sharing their escape
plans with anyone, includ-
ing their family members,
because of fears about
arrests. Ahn said the four
North Koreans found are
likely from one family, who
left a coastal town relatively
close to the South Korea sea
border the previous day. If
they are determined to be
genuine defectors, it would
be the second case of North
Koreans fleeing to the
South by sea this year. In
May, nine defected by sea
off the Korean Peninsula's
west coast, according to
South Korea's Unification
Ministry. North Korean
defectors are required to
undergo questioning by
South Korean authorities to
determine whether their
desire to resettle is genuine.
In 2019, South Korea
deported two North Korean
fishermen who said they
wished to resettle, after
determining they were
criminals who had killed 16
fellow crew members.
Earlier, several North
Koreans were arrested after

South Korean investiga-
tions concluded they were
spies who had entered the
country posing as defectors.
The 2019 deportation drew
withering criticism by
human rights groups, which
argued that South Korea's
liberal government at the
time had hurriedly expelled
the fishermen in the hopes
of improving ties with
North Korea, after learning
North Korean authorities
were pursuing them.

North Korea's state
media didn't immediately
report on the four North
Koreans. Some past defec-
tions triggered tensions
between the two Koreas.
South Korea accepts those
who choose to resettle in the
South, but North Korea
often says its people are
held against their will in the
South and demand they be
returned. Animosities on the
Korean Peninsula remain
high, with North Korea con-
ducting a barrage of missile
tests since last year. South
Korea's current conserva-
tive government has
expanded regular military
drills with the United States
in response.

4 suspected NKorean defectors
found in a small boat in SK waters

BUDAPEST, Hungary
(AP): The Hungarian par-
liament refused a proposal
to hold a vote on Sweden's
bid to join NATO, further
delaying the Nordic coun-
try's inclusion in the mili-
tary alliance. Hungary is
the main hurdle to
Sweden's admission into
NATO after Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan submitted a proto-
col to Turkey's parliament
to approve its admission.
All 31 allies must endorse
the accession.

The governing Fidesz
party - led by populist
Prime Minister Viktor
Orbán who is widely con-
sidered one of Russian
President Vladimir Putin's
only allies in the EU -
which holds an absolute
majority in the Hungarian
parliament, has stalled
Sweden's bid since July
2022, alleging that Swedish
politicians have told "bla-
tant lies" about the condi-
tion of Hungary's democra-
cy. Fidesz lawmakers
blocked the proposal to
schedule a vote, according
to Agnes Vadai, a lawmaker
with Hungary's opposition

Democratic Coalition party
and a former secretary of
state in the Ministry of
Defense. The next possible
time to vote on the ratifica-
tion will be during the par-
liamentary session begin-
ning Nov. 6, she said.

Hungarian officials have
said repeatedly that their
country will not be the last
member to endorse
Sweden's bid, but Ankara's
move toward ratification
suggests that the time for
further holdups may be run-
ning out. The delays have
frustrated other NATO
allies, who were swift in
accepting Sweden and
Finland into the alliance
after the neighboring coun-
tries dropped their long-
standing military neutrality
after Russia invaded
Ukraine in February 2022.
Hungary has always
seemed to follow Turkey's
lead when it came to NATO
expansion. After multiple
delays in ratifying Finland's
NATO bid, Hungary's par-
liament swiftly passed the
measure in March, immedi-
ately after Erdogan indicat-
ed his government would
move forward on the ratifi-

cation. However, speaking
from New York before a
meeting of the U.N.
Security Council,
Hungary's Foreign Minister,
Peter Szijjarto, said the rati-
fication process by Turkey's
parliament "does not
change anything," and that
Hungarian lawmakers "will
make a sovereign decision
on this issue."

Last month, Orbán said
that Hungary was in "no
rush" to ratify Sweden's
accession, and a senior
Fidesz lawmaker said he
saw "little chance" that par-
liament would vote on the
matter this year. The press
office of the Fidesz party
did not respond to a request
for comment by The
Associated Press. Erdogan
has delayed ratification of
Sweden's membership over
accusations that Stockholm
of being too soft on
Kurdish militants and other
groups his country consid-
ers to be security threats.
But Hungary, on the other
hand, has expressed no
such concrete concerns.

While Erdogan's deci-
sion to submit ratification
protocols to Turkey's parlia-

ment brought Sweden clos-
er than ever to joining
NATO, it was still unknown
when an actual vote would
go to the floor. Some oppo-
sition politicians in
Hungary - who have argued
for immediate approval of
Sweden's bid - believe that
Orbán's party is following
Ankara's timetable. Vadai,
the opposition lawmaker,
said that the Hungarian rul-
ing party is likely to act as
soon as it seems clear a vote
is imminent in the Turkish
parliament. In July,
Szijjarto, in a news confer-
ence, said he had been in
"close and constant commu-
nication" with his Turkish
counterpart on the question
of Sweden's membership.

"If there is movement (in
Turkey's position), then of
course we will keep our
promise that Hungary will
not delay any country in its
accession," Szijjarto said at
the time. Vadai said that
made it clear both countries
are in constant dialogue.
"What I'd guess is that the
two countries will ratify it,
if not at the same time, then
very close to each other,"
she said.

Hungary in spotlight after Turkey
presses on with Sweden’s bid

GAZA STRIP (Agencies): Al Aqsa
Martyrs Hospital, the only hospital
still functioning in the central Gaza
Strip, reached full capacity days ago.
Injured people lie on the hospital
floors, medical tents and mattresses
holding patients occupy the space
outside the building, while dead bod-
ies continue to arrive at the facility.

Thousands of displaced
Palestinians have taken refuge here,
squeezing themselves in corridors
and waiting rooms. Meanwhile, many
patients with chronic diseases who
were being treated at hospitals in the
north of the besieged enclave are now
at Al Aqsa Martyrs, having fled their
homes after evacuation orders from
the Israeli military. For kidney
patients, dialysis treatment is a matter
of life and death.

Before the latest Israeli offensive
began on October 7, the hospital had
143 patients requiring dialysis. Now,
the number of patients has more than
doubled to about 300, including 11
children who all have just 24 dialysis
machines between them. Iyad Issa
Abu Zaher, the hospital's director
general, said the facility is over-
whelmed. "We have resorted to
rationing of all resources and medical
supplies," he told Al Jazeera. "A kid-
ney dialysis patient now undergoes
treatment once or twice a week for an
hour or two, but before they used to
come in three times a week."

Even before the war, Gaza's health
ministry had warned that the lives of
1,100 kidney failure patients, includ-
ing 38 children, were at risk due to a
lack of fuel and an acute shortage of
the necessary medical supplies need-
ed for dialysis. Last month, Alaa
Helles, the director of the Hospital
Pharmacy Department at Gaza's
Ministry of Health, said the territory's
hospitals provided 13,000 dialysis
sessions every month. This requires
more than 13,000 filters, 13,000

blood collection tubes and 26,000
blood cannulas per month, but since
Israel and Egypt control the territory's
border crossings, even before the war
patients were often left to wonder
whether there would be enough sup-
plies to treat them. The Gaza Strip has
been under an Israeli blockade for 16
years with the movement of goods
severely curtailed by Israel and
Egypt. The blockade has only tight-
ened since October 7, following an
attack by the armed wing of the
Palestinian group Hamas in southern
Israel. So far, only several dozen aid
trucks have been allowed in - a "drop
in the ocean" in terms of the aid need-
ed. Before the war, some 450 trucks
entered daily with supplies.

Abu Zaher said the Gaza Strip's
healthcare system has reached a
breaking point, echoing the health
ministry's statement regarding the
remaining operating hospitals.
Already, 12 hospitals and 32 health
centres have been forced to stop func-
tioning, the ministry statement said.
"And we fear that more will stop due
to the Israeli targeting and the lack of
fuel," it added. But keeping the doors
of the remaining hospitals in the Gaza
Strip open does not in itself mean
these facilities are able to treat the
wounded who flock to them, the
statement said, saying that many
medicines and medical supplies have
already run out in hospitals.

Abu Zaher said that without fuel,
patients in operating rooms, intensive
care units, babies being kept alive in
incubators and others who rely on
lifesaving machines are all at risk.
"Patients are stacked outside operat-
ing rooms as we don't have enough
beds," he said. Meanwhile, others
recovering after operations have been
moved to the outdoor tents - "a field
hospital of sorts," he explained. But
Abu Zaher also stressed that recovery
for patients who have been treated is

not guaranteed given that the over-
crowded environment and lack of
medical supplies can lead to serious
infections.

"The outbreak of disease is
inevitable," he said. "There will be a
humanitarian disaster after the war
ends." Manar Shreir from the Zeitoun
neighbourhood in Gaza City used to
go to the Al-Quds Hospital for kidney
dialysis. She and her family fled the
intense Israeli bombardment of the
city and made their way to Deir el-
Balah in the central Gaza Strip, where
her sister lives, after the Israeli mili-
tary ordered 1.1 million Palestinians
from the north to evacuate to the
south. The Al-Quds Hospital also
received warnings from the Israeli
military to evacuate, indicating that it
could be targeted, the Palestinian Red
Crescent has said. The hospital's
director responded to the Israeli mili-
tary saying a large-scale evacuation
would be possible only if Israel pro-
vided buses to transport the 12,000
people taking shelter at Al-Quds -
including patients - to the southern
Gaza Strip and ensured a safe space
for them there. The Israeli official
reportedly hung up. But even those
like Shreir, who have managed to
make it to the south, face a struggle to
get treatment.

"My sister's house [in Deir el-
Balah] is close to Al Aqsa Martyrs
Hospital, but I still have to queue for
hours since the early morning, just
waiting [for] my turn," said Shreir as
she sits up in a hospital bed with a red
blanket around her legs. Shreir has
been on dialysis since 2015, going to
the hospital three times a week for
four-hour sessions. Now, she is lucky
if she can get dialysis twice a week,
for up to two and a half hours per ses-
sion. "It's a huge difference," she said.
"The session is barely enough to get
the toxins and accumulated fluids out
of my blood. I have to watch what I

eat and drink, and I barely let water
pass my lips because I don't want to
have shortness of breath or swelling."
After her last treatment, Shreir was
on her way back to her sister's house
when Israeli air attacks hit the street
parallel to the one she was on.

"It's terrifying," she said. "Even
when you are in the hospital you're
scared. Windows have shattered
before, the destruction is all around
you, not to mention the horrific sound
of the bombs. Inside, it's not any bet-
ter, with bodies of people killed piled
up, blood on the floor, people missing
limbs. "We are exhausted from this
reality. Enough criminality, enough
war." Hajj Salah al-Din Ahmed
Suleiman Abu Iyadeh, 61, a displaced

patient from Gaza City receiving
dialysis at Al Aqsa Martyrs Hospital,
said that without regular treatment,
patients will suffer from severe
fatigue and swelling.

"Dialysis that is two and a half hours
once or twice a week is not enough," he
said. "These are toxins in the body
which can't be allowed to stay. Right
now, we are making do, but if this war
continues, there will be serious prob-
lems due to the capacity and immense
pressure the hospital is under."
According to the health ministry, Israeli
air attacks have killed 5,791
Palestinians in 18 days, including 2,360
children and 1,292 women. More than
16,000 others have been wounded.
About 1,500 people are trapped under

rubble, including 830 children, accord-
ing to the health ministry.

The Al Aqsa Martyrs Hospital
alone has received 2,850 injured
people and the bodies of almost
1,000 Palestinians, Abu Zaher said.
"Most of the casualties are men,
women and children who were killed
inside their own homes after an Is-
raeli air raid targeted their building,"
he said. Staff at the hospital work
under constant, tremendous pressure
due to the overwhelming health situ-
ation as well as their personal cir-
cumstances. "Some of our staff have
received news that their families
were targeted or killed in Israeli air
attacks," he said. "No hospital in the
world operates like this."

Gaza kidney patients face dialysis crisis at packed hospitals

Mexico deploys
300 troopers to
area where 13

cops killed
MEXICO CITY (AP): The
Mexican government sent
300 National Guard troop-
ers to bolster the southern
state of Guerrero, where a
local police chief and 12
officers were shot dead in a
brutal ambush the day
before. It was just one of
three attacks in an increas-
ingly violent region of the
country.

Announcing the rein-
forcements in his morning
news conference, President
Andrés Manuel López
Obrador mourned the vic-
tims and called the attack
"practically an ambush."
Guerrero's attorney general
launched an investigation
after the 13 bodies were
found on a highway in El
Papayo, which is in the
Guerrero township of
Coyuca de Benítez on the
Pacific coast. Two more
people were injured in the
attack. Some bodies were
found handcuffed, face
down on the ground,
according to local reports,
which could suggest the
attackers ambushed and
captured the police officers
before killing them.

Authorities did not pro-
vide any more details about
the attack or those respon-
sible. At least six more peo-
ple were killed in two other
attacks in Mexico's south-
west, a region where esca-
lating gang conflicts are
pushing a surge of vio-
lence. Earlier this year, two
police officers and three
civilians were killed in an
attack attributed to the
Familia Michoacana cartel.
Then in August, a leader of
the rival Arreola gang was
assassinated. Since then
people in the region have
complained increasingly
about little official security
against gangs. According to
figures from Common
Cause, 341 police officers
have been killed in Mexico
so far this year. In 2022, at
least 403 were slain. 

Weah and
Joseph face
run-off vote

FREE TOWN (BBC): A
run-off election will be held
next month in Liberia fol-
lowing a photo finish
between President George
Weah and his main rival
Joseph Boakai. Mr Weah got
43.83% of the vote and Mr
Boakai, a former vice-presi-
dent, received 43.44%. The
10 October poll was the
tightest presidential contest
in Liberia since a civil war
ended about two decades
ago. A run-off was predicted,
but Mr Boakai, 78, has done
better than expected by com-
ing close to Mr Weah's tally.

A second round was trig-
gered as neither candidate
received more than 50% of
the vote in the first round.
The run-off is due to take
place on 14 November, the
head of the electoral com-
mission Davidetta Browne
said after announcing the
final results.
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World Polio Day
and Pakistan’s case

C
ARETAKER Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar has expressed resolve to achieve the
dream of a polio-free Pakistan by carrying for-

ward the journey with unshakeable commitment and
vowed to resist the individuals propagating against
the polio vaccination and causing hurdles in achieving
its goal. The Prime Minister appreciated the sacrifices
of the polio workers and the security personnel who
were striving hard to accomplish the mission of a
polio-free Pakistan. During a ceremony to mark
World Polio Day, the Premier noted that by opposing
the polio vaccine, the anti-vaxxers, intentionally or
unintentionally, were partnering with the forces of
darkness. He emphasised the role of faith leaders and
society to make such people realise that they were
partnering with the destroyer of humans.

Polio is a highly infectious viral disease that mainly
affects children. These viral infections once had been the
world's deadliest epidemic during the eighties which
killed millions of innocent children and infants along with
pushing countless others into permanent disability,
impaired vision or organ paralyzation. Pakistan launched
its first-ever polio eradication program in early 1994 to
help end the crippling poliovirus in the country. The glob-
al community has almost won the battle against polio,
however, Pakistan and its western neighbour Afghanistan
are failing to control this deadly disease in their nation
despite continuous efforts, massive foreign funding and
global support mainly due to the non-cooperation of the
public over the past few decades.

Presently, Pakistan's failure to control this epidemic has
become a stigma for the entire nation, because the South
Asian nation failed to achieve its goal despite massive
global support, and availability of resources only due to
non-cooperation from the public in certain areas. There
have been multiple conspiracy theories and self-coined
religious biases linked to the anti-polio endeavours of the
government which prompted opposition and refusal of
parents to administer polio vaccines to their kids, while
the fake polio vaccine campaign by the CIA to confirm
Osama Bin Laden's presence in Abbottabad further caused
doubts among the masses. Presently, the Pakistani govern-
ment and its global partners are vigorously pursuing this
agenda and are determined to achieve their target through
concerted efforts, public awareness, and the imposition of
regressive anti-polio measures across the nation.

Meanwhile, the continuous failure to achieve the goal
of a polio-free Pakistan is causing great embarrassment
for the government at the international level as backward
African nations had achieved this target many years ago
while nuclear Pakistan is still battling poliovirus in its
country. The government has used multiple strategies to
motivate parents to immunize their kids including the use
of religious clerics, tribal notables, and awareness cam-
paigns in the media but these efforts failed to produce the
required results and the deadly viral epidemic still exists
in the country and continuously perishing precious lives
and causes lifelong disabilities in our infants.

The situation has become so challenging that all tradi-
tional strategies, incentives and motivations have proved
to be futile over the past three decades, while continued
propaganda and false rigidity of parents pose serious risks
to national interests, the country's prestige and the well-
being of the public, while implementation of harsh meas-
ures become unavoidable to accomplish the national
cause and secure future generation from grave risks. The
government of Pakistan has been considering multiple
administrative and legal measures against the parents
refusing polio immunization to their kids including pros-
ecution, imprisonment, fines, blocking of bank accounts
etc. if they fail to get their kids immunized for polio and
eight other infectious diseases. Although such policies are
rare, harsh measures have now become essential to
achieve public cooperation in the larger interest of the
nation.  In fact, the Immunization of children is a nation-
al and parental duty and every citizen must play his role
in the accomplishment of this national cause, therefore,
the government must initiate concrete steps without wast-
ing time on cosmetic strategies so the nation can achieve
its long-desired destiny of polio-free Pakistan.

Global Disputes and US's Jingoism

T
he United States has recently renewed its warning
that it will defend the Philippines against any
armed attacks after the island nation accused

Chinese coast guard ships of intentionally hitting its ves-
sels in the South China Sea over the weekend.  The
Philippines authorities declared it a serious escalation of
the illegal activities conducted by the Chinese government
in the West Philippine Sea in complete disregard of the
global norms, while the United States quickly took the side
of its Southeast Asian ally. The US national security advis-
er Jack Sullivan not only held talks with his Philippine
counterpart but issued a stern media warning reiterating
Washington's commitment to the seven decades old bilat-
eral treaty which binds both nations to support each other
in case of foreign aggression.The Republic of Philippine
and the People's Republic of China (PRC) are currently not
on cardial neighbourliness, as China claims its sovereignty
over entire South China sea  which draws a collision with
several of its neighbours including Philippines, Malaysia,
Taiwan, Brunei, and Veit naim who also claim their pos-
session over the parts of the South China Sea
forming/adjoining their territorial waters. There had been
multiple clashes between Philippines Navy and Chinese
Coast Guards in the past few years, that not only refreshed
their tussle but each time attracted Washington formal
political support and courtesy calls by US Naval vessels in
show of solidarity with Manila.Currently, an interesting
situation has emerged at the global geopolitical scene, as
the US and NATO are continuously feuling Russia-
Ukraine war and supporting their non-NATO ally with all
possible means. The Biden administration has a commit-
ment to defend its regional allies Taiwan, Philippine and
Vietnam, together with Washington's self explanatory
stance regarding free and open lines of communication in
the South China and East China Seas. The US also has
closed defence ties and security guarantees with Japan and
South Korea, while it is always ready to defend the state of
Israel against unarmed Palestinians and owes a conflict
with Iran for the same reason.Presently, Washington is a
party in a majority of the global disputes directly or indi-
rectly, spreading across the globe from East Asia to Europe
and Oceania to the Middle East. The US government is
blatantly burning hard earned tax payers money in useless
war campaigns, amid serious domestic economic chal-
lenges, rising poverty and high cost of living in its nation.
It would be better if US strategists steer those issues
through political and diplomatic means instead of war-
mongering that will not only fulfil their strategic goals but
will provide sufficient funds for public welfare along with
building a positive image of their nation abroad.

E
XTREMISTS of all
varieties have
exploited the Gaza

violence to go on the
offensive - from Daesh
and Al-Qaeda to
Hezbollah and the Quds
Force, to violent racists
around the world and
radicalized Israeli set-
tlers, threatening to
unleash new epidemics of
carnage even worse than
the appalling bloodshed
we've witnessed to date.

Last week's killing of
two Swedish citizens in
Brussels was the first
Daesh attack on European
soil in three years. Among
the victims of assaults on
Jews and Muslims in the
West was a six-year-old
Palestinian American boy
in Chicago, who died after
he and his mother were
stabbed by their landlord as
he yelled: "You Muslims
must die!" Those who
speak out conscientiously
about the slaughter of civil-
ians on both sides have
faced a barrage of death
threats and hate mail.
Western intelligence agen-
cies warn that far worse is
to come.

Al-Qaeda jubilantly
described Hamas's mass
murder of Israeli pension-
ers, women and children on
Oct. 7 as "the jewel of all
Islamic battles of our mod-
ern history," implying that
it was of greater signifi-
cance than 9/11 in the
jihadist pantheon. Contrary
to Benjamin Netanyahu's
insistence that "Hamas is
Daesh," in fact Daesh hates
Hamas, denounces them as
"nationalist apostates" and
commands its fighters to
refrain from fighting along-
side them. Daesh and Al-
Qaeda have nevertheless
turned the taps of their
propaganda channels on
full, exploiting gruesome
images of the mutilated
corpses of Palestinian
babies to attract angry mis-
fits to their diabolic cause.
Daesh's Al-Naba newspa-
per demanded the targeting
of Jewish people and places
of worship "all over the
world," and attacks on
Israeli and Western
embassies. Alongside
images of bereaved orphans
and body-strewn Gaza
ruins, shadowy Telegram
channels provide QR codes
for Bitcoin donations to the
global jihadist cause.

World leaders such as
Joe Biden, Rishi Sunak and
Ursula von der Leyen are
themselves producing
word-perfect jihadist prop-
aganda material. They
appear blissfully ignorant

that every expression of
love, devotion and uncon-
ditional support for Israel,
and pledges of weapons
and funds, are replayed
back through jihadist social
media channels to remind
supporters that the West has
never ceased waging "cru-
sader wars" against the
Muslim world, and brow-
beating them about their
"obligation" to embark on
jihad against citizens of
these "infidel nations."
Such ruthless terrorist prop-

aganda capitalizes on the
justified frustration and dis-
enchantment felt through-
out the Arab world that the
West's longstanding biased
and racist attitudes toward
this issue remain unaltered.
The jarring failure of some
Western leaders to balance
their comments with
acknowledgment of the
slaughter of Palestinians
contrasts with more com-
passionate positions adopt-
ed by figures such as
Canada's Foreign Minister
Mélanie Joly, who spoke
out passionately about the
"dire humanitarian situa-
tion in Gaza" and the need
for "rapid and unimpeded
humanitarian access."

Iranian proxies are also
exploiting Gaza tensions to
escalate attacks against
Western targets in Iraq,
Syria and elsewhere. With
the US shooting down
drones and cruise missiles
fired from Yemen across
the region, the Houthis
clearly aren't acting on
their own spontaneous ini-
tiative. Militant-aligned
figures have alluded to
threats to global energy
security, perhaps in refer-
ence to Tehran's access to
economic choke points
such as Hormuz, through
which 20 percent of the
world's oil flows. Tehran-
backed militias have relo-

cated to Israel-Syria-
Lebanon border areas and
are said to have established
a transnational joint opera-
tions room overseen by
Quds Force officers for
coordinating with Hamas.
Among senior Al-Hashd
Al-Shaabi leaders sighted
at the Lebanon border are
Kata'ib Sayyid Al-Shuhada
commander Abu Ala Al-
Walai. With bitter memo-
ries of 2006, Hezbollah is
clearly hesitant to throw
Lebanon fully into this

conflict. Consequently,
pro-Tehran factions have
exploited their posture in
Syria's Golan region with
the goal of widening out
the northern front against
Israel. But let's disabuse
ourselves of the fantasy
that Israel would miss the
opportunity to exact mas-
sive revenge against
Lebanon directly in the
event of any significant
incursions from the north.

Netanyahu's impossible
objective of eradicating
Hamas will only create
embittered new generations
implacably resolved to seek
futile vengeance. As the
Palestinian politician and
scholar Hanan Ashrawi has
articulately warned, the
Gaza invasion primarily
undermines moderate
Palestinians who have long
argued for dialogue and
mutual understanding,
while offering an immense
boost to radicals every-
where. Even if Israel criti-
cally weakens Hamas, the
force that has been impos-
ing some level of dysfunc-
tional order throughout
Gaza over the past 20 years,
what manner of entities do
they expect to replace it if
not infinitely more radical-
ized factions?
Nevertheless, it must be
unflinchingly said that
Hamas, through its own

bloody actions, shares
responsibility for the hor-
rendous situation facing
Gaza.

Israel can endlessly dis-
possess, barricade and
bombard the Palestinians,
but it can't simply make
them disappear - any more
than Hamas can make
Israel disappear. Over 25
years at the pinnacle of
Israeli politics, Netanyahu
disregarded warnings that if
he blocked off all paths to
Palestinian justice, peace
and self-governance, Israel
stood to reap the whirlwind
of despair, in turn unleash-
ing apocalyptic extremist
atrocities upon the wider
world. All the while, a radi-
calized Zionist settler
movement eager to resort to
terrorist violence has year-
on-year devoured thou-
sands of hectares of
Palestinian land. Settler
vigilantes have embarked
on a vengeance campaign
since the Hamas attacks,
killing nearly 100
Palestinians and displacing
entire villages - and Israeli
generals say they are just
getting started.

At the height of the sec-
ond Palestinian Intifada,
Arab and Western leaders
prioritized the goal of a just
and mutually beneficial
two-state solution as a nec-
essary prerequisite to
regionwide peace and
defusing decades-old
geopolitical tensions. That
Netanyahu and his extrem-
ist ilk vigorously thwarted
these objectives does not
make them any less neces-
sary and correct. Just as
violence breeds violence,
justice and hope breed jus-
tice and hope. Israel's aban-
donment of the two-state
solution made current and
future rounds of bloodshed
inevitable. 

As participants in the
Cairo peace summit on
Saturday vigorously
argued, the route to ending
these ongoing cycles of car-
nage is blindingly obvious:
all parties grasping the path
to a peace with both hands
within the framework of the
rejuvenated two-state-solu-
tion. It meanwhile appears
that the world must painful-
ly relearn the lesson that
Palestine isn't an inconse-
quential, far-off issue, but
rather a gaping wound of
soul-destroying injustice
and inhumanity, with rami-
fications for fomenting
boundless worldwide ten-
sions and dragging Western
capitals back into the
crosshairs of terrorist
groups.

Arab News

Netanyahu and Biden offer
terrorists all they ever dreamed of

Baria Alamuddin

I
N our current era
where digital plat-
forms wield unparal-

leled influence, X - previ-
ously known as Twitter -
is the closest thing we
have to a global public
square. Within this vast
marketplace of ideas, a
subset of Western femi-
nists have unilaterally
assumed leadership roles,
fashioning themselves as
the gatekeepers of who is
a real "feminist" and
what truly constitutes
"feminism".

Since October 7, these
"leading feminists" have
been bombarding this all-
important digital landscape
with posts vociferously
condemning the Hamas
attack on Israel, while
excusing or simply ignor-
ing the ongoing collective
punishment of more than
two million Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip that fol-
lowed. Some even attempt
to frame Israel's indiscrimi-
nate bombardment and total
siege of the tiny enclave,
which already claimed the
lives of over 5,000 men,
women, and children, as

acceptable retaliation for
Hamas's actions and lawful
"self-defence".

Let's be clear: What is in
question here is not their
condemnation of the vio-
lence Hamas inflicted on
Israeli women, but their
apparent indifference to,
and in some cases enthusi-
astic endorsement of, the
violence currently being
wielded against Palestinian
women. These so-called
feminists are not only fail-
ing to show any empathy or
support for the long-stand-
ing suffering of Palestinian
women, but are also joining
in the increasing efforts to
silence those expressing
any hint of sympathy for
them.

Whenever someone,
especially someone with a
certain public profile, posts
a message on X supporting
Palestine and acknowledg-
ing the decades-long suffer-
ing of Palestinian people
under Israeli occupation
and oppression, they are
faced with the same loaded
questions many times over:

"Do you support Hamas?",
"Do you condemn the
attacks on Israeli civil-
ians?" In response, some
feel intimidated and reverse
course, while others either
refuse to engage or try to
challenge the assumptions
of these self-appointed pub-
lic interrogators. But how-
ever they respond, they
face the same barrage of
abuse, intimidation and
insults from those who
"stand with Israel", includ-
ing many prominent
Western feminists.

Phrases and labels such
as "anti-Semite", "rape
apologist", "support for
rape and kidnapping of
women", "support for a ter-
rorist group that governs
with Sharia law", and
notably, "not a true femi-
nist" are liberally bandied
about. So I want to ask all
those feminists in the West
who are not only making
posts, signing statements
and writing columns
unconditionally supporting

Israel's "right to defend
itself" but also working
tirelessly to "cancel" any-
body who dares to either
put a spotlight on decades
of Palestinian suffering, or
call for an end to Israel's
indiscriminate bombard-
ment of Gaza, which is
killing and maiming hun-
dreds of women and girls
every single day: Is this
what you call feminism?

Your brand of feminism,
which seemingly applies
only to a certain subset of
predominantly white,
Western and Western-
aligned women, is difficult
to stomach. You rightly
condemn the violence
Hamas inflicted on Israeli
women. Yet you are not
only silent on the suffering
of Palestinian women, but
are trying to silence anyone
else who is brave enough to
speak up for them. Today,
Gaza's women and children
are not only under heavy
bombardment, but also on a
starvation diet thanks to

Israel's "total siege". Is this
not a crime against women
that merits attention and
condemnation? How can
you call yourself a feminist
while excusing, even sup-
porting, punitive, genocidal
actions of a powerful state
against a helpless people
trapped in an open-air
prison? How can you so
easily brush away the har-
rowing experiences of hun-
dreds of thousands of
women who lack the power
to change their circum-
stances?

Western feminism's
apparent indifference to
statements like that of
Israeli Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant, likening
Palestinians to "human ani-
mals", is deeply alarming.
If your feminism does not
make you stand up for a
people who experienced lit-
tle other than ethnic cleans-
ing, oppression and occu-
pation since 1948, who
have been trying to survive
under a crippling blockade
for 17 years, who are being
defined as "human ani-

mals", and who are now
facing what can only be
described as a genocide,
then what it is for? If these
realities do not encourage
you to take a stance, it's
hard to imagine what will.
Are Palestinian women
somehow not women
enough to be deserving of
your feminist advocacy?

I hope this weighs on
your conscience: By
endorsing Israel's right to
"defend itself" at any cost,
you're condoning violence
against women and chil-
dren - the very demograph-
ic you claim to champion.
By ignoring the plight of
the Palestinian people, by
trying to brand as "anti-
Semitic" and "anti-femi-
nist" everyone who dares to
support their struggle, you
are making it evident that
not all lives - not all women
- hold the same value in
your eyes. Your message to
the women trying to sur-
vive under Israeli bombs,
women cradling the corpses
of their murdered children,
is loud and clear: you do
not matter. 
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Western feminism and its blind spots in ME
Maryam Aldossari

I
N today’s turbulent
world, international
challenges and crises

are increasingly escalat-
ing in a way that does
not bode well. The secu-
rity and stability of the
world as a whole have
become threatened. We
in the Arab region often
find ourselves on the
brink of the abyss. Our
countries, which are
among the wealthiest in
the world and have a
diverse fabric of cul-
tures, societies and reli-
gions, are engaged in
many pivotal conflicts.

The current interna-
tional scene is fraught
with challenges that
threaten peace and stabili-
ty in the Arab world and
beyond. From the long-
standing Israeli-
Palestinian conflict to the
devastating crises and
political and economic
turmoil in Syria,
Lebanon, Sudan, Iraq,
Yemen and others. All
these conflicts not only
lead to the destruction of
those countries, but also
hinder economic and
social progress in the
region as a whole and cast
a shadow of uncertainty
over the region. Outside
the Arab world, tension
hangs over the entire
globe, specifically in
major Western and
European countries.
There are the ongoing
geopolitical issues and
territorial disputes in
Russia and Ukraine, ten-
sions in North Korea, the
South China Sea,
Afghanistan and - unfor-
tunately - many others,
which have increased
global insecurity and
instability.

In the face of these
escalating global chal-
lenges, there is an urgent
need for real cooperation,
solidarity and support
among Arab countries to
unify our efforts and pro-
tect our security and sta-
bility. The formation of a
strong alliance between
Arab countries could
serve as a formidable
shield to protect their
interests and create proac-
tive strategies to enhance
security. Moreover, this
cooperation will con-
tribute to protecting our
lands and their sovereign-
ty, our freedoms, our
beliefs and our sanctities.
This can only be done
through collective efforts
and sincere intentions
toward solidarity and by
uniting our individual
strengths to confront any
threat at the regional or
global levels. As the say-
ing goes: "When the
spears come together,
they refuse to break, and
when they separate, they
break." I constantly
reflect on the meanings of
these verses and I sincere-
ly believe that this is our
situation in the Arab
world today. We are in
dire need of unity. I am
utterly confident that our
union would be on par
with major blocs such as
the EU, for example,
because of the significant
capabilities we possess in
terms of natural
resources, geographical
position and other factors.
In addition, our Arab
countries are united under
the banner of one lan-
guage, the Arabic lan-
guage, and this is what
brings us together.

All this makes the Arab
union project a nightmare
for many countries and
parties that are frightened
by our cooperation, soli-
darity and clarity with
each other, because their
goals are achieved

through our weakness and
division. Therefore, we
must be extremely wary
of the countries whose
interests lie in targeting
Arabs, sowing discord
and changing states' polit-
ical and religious demo-
graphics. The first step to
maintaining our security
and stability begins with
knowing our enemies and
understanding their inten-
tions, both hidden and
explicit, to prevent them
from achieving their
regional agendas by sow-
ing division and chaos
among the Arabs to
undermine our political
stability and security.
Moreover, at present,
there is an urgent need to
activate the real and
effective role of multilat-
eral institutions, such as
the UN, its Security
Council and the Arab
League, to meet the criti-
cal challenges we are wit-
nessing and to enhance
cooperation between
member states. These
institutions play a crucial
role in addressing the
challenges facing the
world.

For example, the Arab
League's role must be
fully activated through
pressure on international
actors and effective diplo-
matic engagement, rather
than simply holding meet-
ings and issuing nonbind-
ing statements. The Arab
League should take more
proactive stances and ful-
fill the fundamental role
for which it was founded,
which is to enhance coop-
eration and stability in the
region. It should follow in
the footsteps of the Arab
leaders who strongly sup-
ported the league and par-
ticipated in strengthening
its role and goals, such as
King Faisal, Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al-
Nahyan and President
Gamal Abdel Nasser.
They supported Arab
cooperation initiatives
and encouraged coordina-
tion between countries to
confront regional and
international challenges.

The role of global insti-
tutions as a whole is acti-
vated only by selecting
veteran leaders with
extensive experience to
lead them - leaders who
can make influential deci-
sions and deeply under-
stand the challenges and
opportunities of our con-
temporary world. Their
role extends beyond rhet-
oric to adopting a practi-
cal, results- and peace-
oriented approach to
serve the interests of the
broader local and interna-
tional communities. In
conclusion, I wonder
what the fate of the Arab
countries will be as a
result of all these crises.
What is our fate as Arabs
when faced with all these
escalating international
challenges? We cannot
deny that all these com-
plex issues and ongoing
conflicts form part of our
reality in the region, but I
always believe that there
is hope and opportunity to
improve the situation
when striving and work-
ing together, and that we
remain vigilant against
those who fight us, open-
ly or covertly, by under-
standing and exposing
their goals. The path
toward stability in the
Arab world begins with
solidarity, clarity and
cooperation, which are
key to achieving security
and prosperity in the
region, protecting our
interests and ensuring our
existence and our pres-
ence with wisdom and
sustainability.

United we stand,
divided we fall

Khalaf Ahmad Al-Habtoor

Even if Israel critically weakens
Hamas, the force that has been
imposing some level of dysfunction-
al order throughout Gaza over the
past 20 years, what manner of enti-
ties do they expect to replace it if not
infinitely more radicalized fac-
tions? Nevertheless, it must be
unflinchingly said that Hamas,
through its own bloody actions,
shares responsibility for the horren-
dous situation facing Gaza.



These awful times require each
of us to make a choice.

Will we choose measure over
mayhem?

Will we choose humanity over
horror?

Will we choose armistice over
genocide?

Will we choose conscience over
career?

Josh Paul, a veteran American
diplomat, has made his choice.

L
AST week, Paul resigned
from the State Department
in the wake of US

President Joe Biden's fulsome,
categoric support - rhetorically,
diplomatically and militarily -
for Israel. In a long, thoughtful
letter explaining his decision,
Paul wrote that he had devoted
the past 11 years trying to make
"differences" in the pursuit of
outcomes he considered "good
and just".

Through it all, Paul understood
that he was prepared and obliged to
make "moral compromises … for
as long as I felt [sic] the harm I
might do could be outweighed by
the good I could do". But, to bor-
row a phrase in vogue these days,
Paul had reached an "inflection
point" that meant "the end of that
bargain". Paul opposed Biden
sending even more "lethal arms" to
Israel quickly. "Blind support for
one side is destructive in the long
term to the interests of the people
on both sides," Paul wrote. "I fear
we are repeating the same mistakes
we have made these past decades,
and I decline to be a part of it for
longer."

Paul had rejected the pernicious
policy that has long defined
America's cruel attitude towards
the Middle East: Kill first, think
later. His blunt rebuke of the com-
mander-in-chief was remarkable
for a number of extraordinary rea-
sons that, in the coverage of his
abrupt departure, have gone largely
and predictably unnoticed. With
cutting precision, Paul pointed to
the galling, marquee-sized
hypocrisy at the core of Biden's
feckless, historically illiterate
response to the murderous mad-

ness engulfing Israel and occupied
Palestine. "We cannot be both
against occupation, and for it. We
cannot be both for freedom, and
against it," he insisted.

Let me paraphrase Paul's admo-
nition for the smack-the-forehead,
oblivious dunces who are, of
course, a staple on US networks
and cable news outlets: It's the
occupation, stupid. Then, Paul
acknowledged what no Western
diplomat, let alone an American
envoy, has - to my knowledge -
conceded publicly at the risk of
incurring the retributive wrath of
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his hysterical apol-
ogists at home and abroad: Israel is
an apartheid state guilty of ethnic
cleansing and collective punish-
ment.

Paul framed his searing indict-
ment this way: "There is beauty to
be found everywhere in this world,
and it deserves both protection, and
the right to flourish, and this is
what I most desire for Palestinians
and for Israelis … collective pun-
ishment is an enemy to that desire,
whether it involves demolishing
one home, or one thousand; as too
is ethnic cleansing; as too is occu-
pation; as too is apartheid." Paul
has, it seems to me, heeded the
warnings - issued by human rights
groups based in New York, London
and Jerusalem - that his boss,
Congress and a prostrate Western
media establishment have ignored
or discredited in their evangelical
fealty to a rogue regime brimming
with crooks, racists, and authoritar-
ians.

An apartheid state has, since its
engineered inception, wielded
carte blanche licence not only to
steal Palestinian homes and land,
but to traumatise, jail, torture,
maim, and kill Palestinians with
impunity. That illegal, deliberate,
systemic brutalisation and dehu-
manisation of generation after gen-
eration of imprisoned Palestinians
in Gaza, the occupied West Bank
and East Jerusalem is unsustain-
able and was bound to combust,

and, inevitably, fuel Hamas's ruth-
less, retaliatory outrages. It is
instructive and a grievous shame
that among the career and appoint-
ed diplomats who, together, craft
the US's ruinous blueprint for the
region, only Josh Paul has had the
good and prescient sense to act in
the face of an unfolding humanitar-
ian calamity.

It would be easy to dismiss his
principled stand as the posturing of
a minnow whose quitting will have
no impact on the pitiless course
that Biden and company have char-
tered. It would be wrong, too.
Bureaucracies expect and demand
conformity. To get along, you must
go along.

So, when a solitary voice breaks
from the official line dictated by
the president of the US, it is, I sus-
pect, a hard and lonely experience.
Still, one crack in the facade of
unanimity can lead to a wider,
more troublesome fissure. Indeed,
Paul can now take considerable
solace in knowing that many of his
former colleagues have joined him
in challenging their government's
"unlimited" backing of Israel as
dangerous and short-sighted.
Reportedly, a "mutiny" is brewing
among scores of US diplomats
who are plotting to pen a "dissent
cable" to express their grave objec-
tions to Biden's obdurate pursuit of
the US's doomed "kill first, think
later" so-called "strategy".

To stem the building tide of dis-
cord, US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken has apparently held "lis-
tening sessions" with small groups
of perturbed diplomats of Muslim,
Arab and Jewish descent to mollify
their concerns. It is a sham exercise
which reveals that "diversity" is a
convenient fig leaf used to camou-
flage this stubborn fact about who
calls the genocidal shots at Foggy
Bottom and the White House:
white, male warmongers.
Nevertheless, dissent is spreading
on Capitol Hill.

Adam Ramer, the political
director in the office of Democratic
Congressman Ro Khanna, quit

after only being on the job for two
weeks in protest over the represen-
tative's refusal to co-sponsor a res-
olution calling for an immediate
ceasefire. "I resigned my job on
Monday because of a refusal to call
for a ceasefire. I will be doing
everything in my power to stand
against war & for Palestinian jus-
tice," Ramer wrote on X. Days
later, in an impassioned open letter,
more than 400 Muslim and Jewish
congressional staffers demanded
that their "bosses" stop "exploit-
ing" their "pain and histories" to
"justify violence" and support a
ceasefire. The staffers wrote that,
in this urgent moment, "we are
calling on our elected officials to
find a new way forward together,
through unbreakable solidarity
motivated by our humanity". It was
a brave and necessary thing to do.
European Union President Ursula
von der Leyen has also faced the
righteous rod of 800 public ser-
vants who, in a letter, have excori-
ated her blatant "double standards"
and "uncontrolled" endorsement of
Israel's war crimes in Gaza.

"If Israel does not stop immedi-
ately, the whole Gaza Strip and its
inhabitants will be erased from the
planet," the letter read. They are
right. Which leads me, finally, to
the choice the mostly unrepentant
keyboard cavalry who are happily
saddling up once more - in deriva-
tive columns and hyperbolic
appearances on TV - made to side
with their home team's, by now,
familiar mantra: Kill first, think
later. We remember when, not too
long ago, you made the same dis-
astrous judgements in Afghanistan
and then in Iraq.

When the dreadful human and
geopolitical consequences of your
inexcusable folly became apparent,
a few of you admitted your com-
plicity and apologised - half-heart-
edly. We did not accept your apolo-
gies then and we will not accept
your apologies when Gaza is
turned to dust and memory. We
will remember, since most of you
will no doubt prefer, as always, to
forget the catastrophic choice you
have made yet again.
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It’s a time for choosing
Andrew Mitrovica

I
T was meant to have been
Poland's "Orbán moment".
Last August, the country's

ruling nationalist Law and
Justice party voted that parlia-
mentary elections in October
should be accompanied by a ref-
erendum. Citizens would be
asked populist-inflected ques-
tions about selling off state assets
to foreigners, increasing the
retirement age and illegal immi-
gration. The referendum was
copy-pasted from a strategy suc-
cessfully used by Viktor Orbán
to consolidate his illiberal regime
in Hungary. It was not simply a
cynical ploy to allow unlimited
public money to be spent on the
ruling party's electoral cam-
paign, it was an effort to frame
the elections as a referendum on
Polish sovereignty. To oppose the
referendum and to vote for the
opposition meant not only that
you favoured a loss of sovereign-
ty, but that you endorsed neolib-
eral economic policies and eco-
nomic occupation by "foreign"
powers such as Germany. Law
and Justice was sure that it was a
tactic that could not go wrong.

As we know, the ploy failed.
The fact that the opposition suc-
cessfully boycotted the referendum
held alongside general elections on
15 October (only about 40% of
voters took part) reveals one of the
least-discussed consequences of
the national populists' long rule in
Poland: the paradox that eight
years of culture war against liberal-
ism has resulted in Polish society's
dramatic liberalisation.

Pursuing a strategy of maximum
polarisation, Law and Justice ini-
tially transformed the soft conser-
vative cultural consensus that
defined Polish politics prior to
2015 into a conservative electoral
majority - but at the cost of
destroying this consensus. As a
result, the church-supported gov-
ernment has overseen a dramatic
decline in church attendance by
younger Poles and anti-church sen-
timent has led to a pro-choice

majority. Many of the opposition's
older voters, who only yesterday
were queasy at the idea of equal
marriage or the reproductive health
policies favoured by the EU, sud-
denly became reconciled with lib-
eral cultural policies and values.
Many probably still feel uneasy
about the direction of modern lib-
eral societies, but muted them-
selves because opposing LGBTQ+
rights and migration into Poland
implied support for the hated gov-
erning party. Similarly to the way
in which Vladimir Putin's war on
Ukraine has given birth to a new,
radically anti-Russian Ukrainian
identity, Jaros?aw Kaczy?ski's
intra-Polish war has created a liber-
al political identity in Poland that
didn't exist before. The 15 October
elections also represented a kind of
closure for Polish post-communist
politics. When speaking at the
grandiose pre-election "march of a
million hearts", the opposition
leader Donald Tusk called the
democrats' mobilisation during the
election campaign "the third wave
of Solidarity" (the first being in
1980-81, the second in 1989) -
emphasising that Civic Coalition
positioned itself as Solidarity
reborn. Tusk made it clear that the
elections were not only about who
will decide the county's future, but
also about who owns Solidarity's
past.

These elections may be the last
in which the leaders of the two
major blocs were members of the
heroic generation that toppled
communism. Both Tusk, 66, and
Kaczy?ski, 74, were once card-car-
rying Solidarity activists. But they
represented two different strands
within the anti-communist move-
ment. Kaczy?ski pined nostalgical-
ly for prewar Poland; Tusk
dreamed of liberal Poland. The two
visions could coexist in the strug-
gle against communism, but were
in constant tension after 1989, both
claiming the Solidarity legacy as
their political identity. Which is the

legitimate heir of the Solidarity
moment: the nationalist, Catholic
Poland represented by Kaczy?ski,
or the liberal Poland exemplified
by Tusk? Voters were asked pre-
cisely this question. Polish history,
in its peak moments, has always
resounded like a Chopin nocturne,
so we should not be surprised that
on election night Tusk sounded
like a person who had won not only
power but a symbolic battle for the
past. He has succeeded in trans-
forming his coalition into the party
of national pride, while reclaiming
national history for the liberals'
cause.

Law and Justice has failed in its
grand experiment to cast 21st-cen-
tury Polish identity as a neverend-
ing war on two fronts, against the
Russians and the Germans.
Andrzej Wajda's 2007 film, Katy?,
has a short segment that brilliantly
expresses the tragedy of Polish his-
tory. It captures the moment in
1939, soon after Germany invaded
Poland, when the Soviets moved to
occupy the eastern part of the
country. Two columns of Poles
walk past each other: those fleeing
the Germans in the hopeof a better
chance of survival in the lands
occupied by Moscow, and those
from the east with fresh memories
of Russian rule, who head towards
the German zone. For Kaczy?ski,
fighting Russia and Germany is the
permanent Polish condition, and he
has made this fight his personal
religion. When Russia started its
full-fledged war against Ukraine,
the Polish government was one of
Kyiv's strongest and most ardent
supporters, and Polish society wel-
comed hundreds of thousands of
refugees. But Kaczy?ski did every-
thing he could to convince Poles
that the Germans were an even
more dangerous - invisible - enemy
and that the EU is no better than a
vegetarian version of the Fourth
Reich. In government-controlled
media, Tusk has always been por-
trayed as a German puppet, the

agent of both Angela Merkel and
Putin.

Kaczy?ski, it seems, saw an
opposition victory as a bigger
threat to Poland's sovereignty than
a Russian victory in Ukraine. It is
telling that in his first public
remarks since Law and Justice lost
its parliamentary majority, he sug-
gested that foreign forces - espe-
cially Germany and Russia - were
behind the main opposition parties
now set to form a new government.
In this context, Law and Justice's
defeat is an opportunity for the end
not only of the "Polish-Polish" war,
but also of the undeclared Polish-
German war. The future is never as
bright as it is portrayed in the
speeches of the winners on election
night. The opposition has won, but
these elections reconfirmed the
existence of two Polands, and this
second, Kaczy?ski's Poland, will
not disappear. The new governing
coalition will also not be an easy
one. The opposition's victory does
not mean that mistrust of Germany
will disappear or that Polish criti-
cism of Germany was wrong in the
first place.

But this victory does signal both
a political change in Poland and a
mood change in Europe. Europe's
turn to the right now looks less
irreversible. Tusk's victory in
Warsaw leaves Orbán politically
isolated in the EU as never before.
Orbán's political future now seems
to depend on the outcome of the
next US presidential election. At a
moment when the war in Ukraine
has shifted the EU's centre of grav-
ity to the east, Poland's return to
the European mainstream is of
existential significance. The
improved dynamic of German-
Polish relations today is as impor-
tant for the future of the EU as the
rapprochement between France
and Germany was in the 1950s. A
self-confident and pro-European
Poland could turn out to be a criti-
cal force in reinventing the union.
But Poland being Poland, we
should be ready for any surprise.
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Poland is back in Europe’s mainstream -
and that could secure the EU's future

Ivan Krastev

M
ORE than 19 months
into Russia-Ukraine
war, the nerves are fray-

ing among Ukraine's closest
friends and allies as fatigue has
clearly set in. Ukrainian counter
offensive began in June and by
all accounts, has made progress
but it has been slow and gru-
elling. Military experts have
been frustrated at the lack of big-
ger gains and all the while,
fatigue with the conflict is grow-
ing in the countries that have
supported Ukraine with military
supplies.

For most of the last year,
Ukraine's President, Volodymyr
Zelensky, had acquired something
of a cult status with the over-
whelming support of the West lead
by the United States. But only last
month, he came back from a trip to
the US and Canada which was
mixed in its outcomes. For one,
Zelensky got a $325 million pack-
age from Washington but it was not
the $24 billion he had hoped for.
Politics in DC has crippled func-
tioning of the US Congress which
has to sanction the bigger amount.

The Republicans have made no
secret of the fact that they want to
turn off the tap to Ukraine and are
tired of spending American money
on it. Zelensky was not even
allowed to address a joint session
of the House of Representatives
and the Senate as the Republicans
push back against the Biden
administration's support of
Ukraine.

The US has given Ukraine over
$113 billion in aid since the start of
the war started and as the country
heads into an election year, domes-
tic politics will take precedence. If
the United States actually starts
scaling back the quantum of assis-
tance it provides, it will have a
knock on effect in other capitals,
especially in Europe, which will
leave Ukraine in a tight spot.
Earlier this month, a Pro Russian
politician won the Slovak parlia-
mentary election and has vowed to
withdraw military support for
Ukraine saying, "people in
Slovakia have bigger problems
than Ukraine". In other countries

including France, Germany and
Spain, parties weary of continued
support for Ukraine command lev-
els of support that make them diffi-
cult to ignore. The recent elections
in Poland were also dominated by
the question of aid to Ukraine.

Ties between both sides had
recently plummeted over the
import of Ukrainian grain. In fact,
the way Poland's relationship
changed with Ukraine has been
quite startling. Poland was an
ardent supporter of Ukraine earlier,
sending them military aid and
equipment. 

The Polish President however
recently compared Ukraine to a
drowning man who risks dragging
his rescuers down with him. Now,
with the world preoccupied with
Israel's war with Hamas, the
fatigue with Ukraine looks like it
will set in even faster even though
some leaders are at pains to say
otherwise. US Treasury secretary
Janet Yellen told SKY News that
America can "certainly" afford to
support wars on two fronts and that

"we do need to come up with
funds, both for Israel and for
Ukraine. This is a priority."
Germany's defence minister has
said Berlin would do "everything
we can to ensure support for
Ukraine does not crumble" in light
of the recent escalation in the
Middle East conflict. But military
experts don't believe this is true
and that a protracted war in the
Middle East will have ramifica-
tions for Ukraine. Much of
Zelensky's counter offensive has
also been centred around his use of
the world media. That same media
today is totally preoccupied with
Israel and Gaza.

Therefore the question is: Is it
time for President Zelensky to
change track and explore the
options of a ceasefire with Russia
through diplomatic channels? The
current war is simply dragging on
with no end in sight. Russia clearly
won't back down and does not
seem to care how long this goes on.
But Ukraine's options are more
limited especially if military aid
starts to dwindle. 
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Ukraine’s options appear limited for now
Nidhi Razdan

O
N October 18, US
President Joe
Biden travelled to

Israel to show support for
its war on the Palestinians
in the Gaza strip. He was
greeted at the airport by
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu,
who gave him a warm
welcome and an embrace.
In the statements to the
press afterwards, the nar-
rative both leaders adopt-
ed reflected an attempt to
dehumanise the
Palestinians and justify
the ongoing genocidal vio-
lence against them.

"Just as the civilised
world united to defeat the
Nazis and united to defeat
ISIS, the civilised world
must unite to defeat
Hamas," Netanyahu said.
President Biden remarked
in response that Hamas has
"committed evils that and
atrocities that make ISIS
look somewhat more
rational", and that "Israel
has a value set like the
United States does and
other democracies, and -
and they're looking to see
what we're going to do".

Biden's visit to Israel and
his rhetoric was consistent
with a US foreign policy
that is always on the side of
those with the power to
oppress. That is because
there is a bipartisan consen-
sus between the centre right
and the far right on rela-
tions with detestable
regimes around the world.
Centrists in the US have a
long history of supporting
abhorrent policies of
oppression against margin-
alised peoples at home and
abroad, while usurping the
rhetoric of human rights
and democratic values.

Their support for Israel
is hardly surprising given
the US's own history of set-
tler colonialism and geno-
cide. Centre-right elites
appear to be bothered little
by Israel's apartheid, occu-
pation, and clear end goal
of ethnically cleansing the
Palestinian population in
order to take full control of
historic Palestine under its
ideological version of white
supremacy, Zionism.
Successive centre-right US
governments have backed
Israel's bloody "right to
defend itself" with billions
of dollars of military aid
every year going back to
1971. There is no denying
this history and reality. Not
with more than 4,000 dead
and over one million dis-
placed in Gaza, the largest
displacement of
Palestinians since the 1948
Nakba. Not with a 75-year-
long record of bloody
Israeli attacks on the
Palestinians in the name of
Israeli security. Not with
Israel fighting for an Arab-
free homeland while claim-
ing every Arab around them
is a "terrorist", a "militant",
or an "anti-Semite".

Every US president
since Harry S Truman has
recognised Israel "as the de
facto authority" in
Palestine. That is despite
the fact that in the 1930s
and 1940s, Zionist militias
embraced violence - what
the Americans identified as
"terrorist activity" - to drive
the British out of Palestine
and terrorise the local
Palestinian population.
Truman issued the US gov-
ernment's recognition of
Israel on May 14, 1948,
only 11 minutes after the
British relinquished author-
ity over Palestine. As both a
US citizen and a former
member of the Hebrew-
Israelite community - Black
Orthodox Jews who believe
African diasporic people
are the descendants of the
10 lost tribes of ancient
Israel - it took me years to
grasp this history.

I practiced for three and
a half years, during which
time I sympathised with our
white-skinned brethren and
sistren who, I believed, had
established a modern
homeland in the Middle
East. I hated wearing a yar-
mulke and kufi and eating
raw horseradish at seders
on Passover night, but I
learned a few things - like
the Hebrew character for
life, chai, the blessing
l'chaim ("to life") and the
celebration that life ought
to be. By the time I went to
college and began studying
the injustices that were
commonplace around the
world, from the US to
South Africa to the Middle
East, I often thought hard
about the contradictions
between a firm belief in
l'chaim and the denial of
human rights to oppressed
people, who struggled for
freedom and justice.

The nonviolent civil
rights movement in the US
in the 1950s and 1960s and
the African National
Congress (ANC) in South
Africa with its mass
protests and violent acts of

sabotage between the 1950s
and the 1980s both fought
for an end to state-sanc-
tioned apartheid and violent
oppression. The same has
been true for those leading
the Palestinian struggle for
freedom, whether it is the
Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) and its
acts of violence in the
1970s and 1980s or the
nonviolent Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS) movement, which
was launched in the 2000s.
Those who have vilified
their methods refuse to
understand that oppressed
people need l'chaim as
much as anyone.

I have seen that in others'
reactions to my own sup-
port for a free Palestine,
too. During Israel's contin-
uous bombing of Gaza in
July and August 2014,
someone I had known since
ninth grade all but accused
me of being anti-Semitic.
This was a Jewish man who
believed in tolerance, and
had shown me as much
when I was a practicing
Hebrew-Israelite. But not
this time. "Some of your
arguments seem to suggest

you too want Israel to 'com-
pletely disappear,'" he
wrote in response to a blog
post I had written about the
hypocrisy of the US sup-
port for a two-state solution
in which Israel holds all the
suffocating power over
Palestine's apartheid zones.
In the past two weeks, I
have seen similar reactions.
My own congressperson,
Representative Jamie
Raskin (D-Maryland), sent
out an email to me and his
other constituents about
"the brutal terrorist attacks
in Israel". Raskin's office
offered a compilation of
"resources to assist US citi-
zens in the region", most of
which were meant to help
those wishing to leave
Israel, not Gaza. Sylvia
Burwell, the president of
American University,
where I teach, initially
issued a neutral statement
calling for peace, which
was followed by a universi-
ty-wide email full of con-
demnation. It was all about
"Hamas' brutal assault on
Israel and its people",
"atrocities committed by
Hamas", and "terrorist
attacks", adding, "many
from our Jewish communi-
ty and beyond have shared
their hurt and sorrow".

In these communications
- as with the majority of
media coverage and official
statements in the US - the
context of occupation and
violent apartheid in
Palestine is erased. Israel's
wholesale destruction of
Gaza and the slaughter of
Palestinians in orders of
magnitude higher than any-
thing Hamas has done is
not even registered as
"repugnant" at all.
Apparently, Palestinian and
Arab American communi-
ties do not need support for
their "grief and sorrow"
from their political repre-
sentatives and local institu-
tions. These responses
reflect the dominance of the
centre-right and far-right in
American society, which is
also confirmed in opinion
polls. A 2022 Gallup poll
showed that although there
had been an uptick in
American sympathy for the
Palestinians in the past
decade (26 percent view
Palestinians favourably),
most Americans support
Israel more (55 percent).

A 2022 Pew Research
Center survey showed sim-
ilar trends, but reported the
most positive views of
Israel being among white
evangelicals and
Republican-affiliated vot-
ers, representing those in
the US on the far right. In
the past week, an NPR/PBS
N e w s H o u r / M a r i s t
University poll showed a

majority of Americans sup-
ported Israel's efforts in
bombing and shelling
Gaza, but with some doubts
about the disproportionality
of the Israeli response and
America's role in it. There
are some in the US who
want a ceasefire and an end
to the Israeli assault on
Gaza, but they are a minor-
ity. They are mostly a mix
of centre-right and centre-
left Americans whose
activism is limited to stop-
ping the immediate blood-
shed.

Even fewer are those
who see Israel as an
apartheid state with a delib-
erate policy of settler colo-
nialism and genocide and
who believe the US must
help put an end to the
Israeli occupation of
Palestinian lands. The 2022
Pew Research Center sur-
vey showed that only five
percent of those surveyed
supported the BDS move-
ment, an organised effort
that stresses this more radi-
cal approach. This embrace
by the American centre
right of far-right causes and
attitudes has done much
harm to social justice
movements in US history.
Rev Dr Martin Luther

King, Jr said it best in his
"Letter from a Birmingham
Jail", where he wrote about
the civil rights movement's
campaign to end segrega-
tion in Alabama in 1963: "I
have almost reached the
regrettable conclusion that
the Negro's great stumbling
block in his stride toward
freedom is the white mod-
erate, who is more devoted
to 'order' than to justice …
who paternalistically
believes he can set the
timetable for another man's
freedom."

Dr King's grievances
apply to all of America's
moderates, or really, centre-
right people, and not just on
anti-Black racism. If being
centrist or moderate politi-
cally is the furthest left
most Americans lean, it
means that most don't value
l'chaim. It means they sup-
port both Biden's centre-
right administration and
Netanyahu's far-right gov-
ernment, which was well-
known for its brutality even
before the latest war on
Gaza. In the past year
before this latest conflict, it
had ramped up Israeli army
raids and supported settler
violence against the
Palestinians in the occupied
West Bank. The two-state
"peace process" American
moderates have supported
since the 1970s is really a
"piece process", one where
Israel can occupy and seize
control of pieces of
Palestinian land at will.

Their backing for this
farce will only result in the
US becoming complicit in
genocide against the
Palestinians, as Israel con-
tinues to pursue its Zionist
vision with impunity. This
is a celebration of death and
not l'chaim at all. All vio-
lence is abhorrent, but
state-sponsored and super-
power-supported violence
is barbarity beyond the
play. The ceasefire many
seek in Gaza today, though
very much needed, is hard-
ly enough to stop the blood-
shed. If there is ever to be a
real path to peace in
Palestine and Israel,
America's centrists would
have to break with the far
right and support a radical
approach to end Israel's
oppressive policies in
Palestine. 

Just like with South
Africa in the 1980s, they
would have to join the
small American left in
pushing the West, and espe-
cially the US, to divest
from the state of Israel and
Israeli businesses and to
impose embargoes, includ-
ing on all arms shipments.
Maybe then, Zionism
would finally yield to
l'chaim.

The American centre’s
embrace of the far right

fuels Israel’s war machine
Donald Earl Collins

A 2022 Gallup poll showed that
although there had been an uptick in
American sympathy for the Palestinians
in the past decade (26 percent view
Palestinians favourably), most Americans
support Israel more (55 percent). A 2022
Pew Research Center survey showed sim-
ilar trends, but reported the most positive
views of Israel being among white evan-
gelicals and Republican-affiliated voters,
representing those in the US on the far
right. In the past week, an NPR/PBS
NewsHour/Marist University poll showed
a majority of Americans supported
Israel's efforts in bombing and shelling
Gaza, but with some doubts about the dis-
proportionality of the Israeli response and
America's role in it. There are some in the
US who want a ceasefire and an end to
the Israeli assault on Gaza, but they are a
minority.
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ISLAMABAD: The
Convocation of COMSATS
University Islamabad
(CUI), Wah Campus was
held at Jinnah Convention
Center, Islamabad in which
degrees were conferred to
938 graduating students of
Wah Campus at undergrad-
uate and graduate levels in
the discipline of Manag-
ement Sciences, Electrical
& Computer Engineering,
Civil Engineering,
Mechanical Engineering,
Computer Science and
Mathematics. 36 graduates
were awarded with gold,

silver, and bronze medals at
the Institute and Campus
level on account of their
excellent academic per-
formance. 20 graduates
were awarded with the PhD
degrees in the disciplines of
Electrical and Computer
Engineering, Computer
Science, and Management
Sciences. 

Prof. Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmad, Chairman, Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) graced the event as a
Chief Guest. 

On the occasion, the
Director, COMSATS Univ-
ersity Islamabad, Wah Cam-
pus, Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Abid, T.I., presented a
Campus report in which he
highlighted the achieve-
ments and future plans

including the ongoing con-
struction of Academic
Block-I. He congratulated
the graduates and their par-
ents for the successful com-
pletion of their educational
journey and advised them to
continue hard work and
dedication in the coming
years of life. Director
Campus also highlighted the
University Ranking,
Campus facilities, scholar-
ship opportunities, laborato-
ries, and highly qualified
faculty available at Campus. 

Dr. Mukhtar, in his
remarks, congratulated all
graduating students and
their parents on attaining
degrees and advised them
to work hard, and con-
tribute to the development
of the country and nation.

He also congratulated the
teaching faculty of the
University who stand
behind the success of these
graduates as equally as
their parents. He stressed
that the research of faculty
should focus on the impact
on the community.

The Rector CUI, Prof.
Dr. Sajid Qamar advised
graduating students to be
ready and learn rapid tech-
nological advancement in
the world for future chal-
lenging opportunities and
to contribute to the eco-
nomic development of the
country. He acknowledged
the contributions of the fac-
ulty and staff for the suc-
cess of this Convocation
and COMSATS University
Islamabad. 

F.P. Report

LAHORE: The Board of
Directors of MCB Bank
Limited (MCB) in its meet-
ing under the Chairmanship
of Mian Mohammad
Mansha, on October 25,
2023, reviewed perform-
ance of the Bank and
approved the interim finan-
cial statements for the nine
months’ period ended
September 30, 2023. The
Board of Directors has
declared a 3rd interim cash
dividend of Rs. 8.0 per
share i.e. 80%, in addition
to 130% already paid,
bringing the total cash divi-
dend for the nine months
period ended September
30, 2023 to 210%. 

Through focused efforts
of the Bank’s management
in building no-cost deposits
and optimizing its earning
assets mix, MCB success-
fully sustained its growth
momentum in core earnings
to post historically high
nine months Profit Before
Tax (PBT) of Rs. 88.1 bil-
lion; registering an impres-

sive increase of 71% on a
year-on-year basis. The
Profit After Tax (PAT) was
recorded at Rs. 44.1 billion
(+122%) and translated into
an Earning Per Share (EPS)
of Rs. 37.25 compared to
an EPS of Rs. 16.75 report-
ed in the corresponding
period last year.

Strong volumetric
growth in current account
and timely repositioning of
the asset book resulted in a
73% increase in net interest
income for the period under
review as compared to cor-
responding period last year. 

Non-markup income
increased to Rs. 22.6 billion
(+12%) against Rs. 20.3
billion in the corresponding
period last year with major
contributions coming in
from fee commission
income (Rs. 14.2 billion),
income from dealing in for-
eign currency (Rs. 5.9 bil-
lion) and dividend income
(Rs. 2.0 billion). 

Improving customer and
interbank flows, diversifi-
cation of revenue streams
through continuous enrich-

ment of service suite,
investments towards digital
transformation and an unre-
lenting focus on upholding
high standards of service
delivery supplemented a
broad-based growth of 38%
in income from fee com-
mission; with trade and
guarantee related business
income growing by 95%,
cards related income by
48%, branch banking cus-
tomer fees by 12% and
income from home remit-
tance by 18%.

The Bank continues to
manage an efficient operat-
ing expense base and moni-
tor costs prudently. Amidst
a persistently high infla-
tionary environment, cur-
rency devaluation, rapidly
escalating commodity
prices and continued
investments in human
resources and technological
upgradation, the operating
expenses of the Bank were
reported at Rs. 37.4 billion
(+23%). The cost to income
ratio of the Bank improved
significantly to 29% from
37% reported in correspon-

ding period last year.
Navigating a challenging

operating and macroeco-
nomic environment, the
Bank has been addressing
asset quality issues by
maintaining discipline in
management of its risk
return decisions. Divers-
ification of the loan book
across customer segments
and a robust credit under-
writing framework that
encompasses structured
assessment models, effec-
tive pre-disbursement eval-
uation tools and an array of
post disbursement monitor-
ing systems has enabled
MCB to effectively manage
its credit risk; the Non-per-
forming loan (NPLs) base
of the Bank was reported at
Rs. 54.6 billion as at
September 30, 2023. The
coverage and infection
ratios of the Bank were
reported at 82.86% and
8.45% respectively.

On the financial position
side, the total asset base of
the Bank grew by 15% and
was reported at Rs. 2.39
trillion. Analysis of the

assets mix highlights that
net investments increased
by Rs. 279 billion (+29%)
whereas gross advances
reported a decrease of Rs.
151 billion (-19%) over
December 31, 2022. 

The Bank continued its
focus on building no cost
deposits, leading to a robust
growth of Rs. 190 billion
(YoY: +30%) in average
current deposits. 

The average current to
total deposits ratio
improved to 51.5% during
the period under review
from 41.3% in correspon-
ding period last year.
Despite the exceptional
increase in interest rates
during the period, the
domestic cost of deposits
was contained at 8.63% as
compared to 6.21% in the
corresponding period last
year. 

Return on Assets and
Return on Equity signifi-
cantly improved to 2.63%
and 31.84% respectively,
whereas the book value per
share was reported at Rs.
167.81.

Khawaja Wajih ud Din

T
here are almost 500
verses of the Holy
Quran which provide

laws and legal principles.
Almost 230 verses amongst
them are relevant to
enforceable rights and
administration of justice.
The most commonly
referred is Surah Nisa
(4:58) “Surely Allah com-
mands you to deliver trusts
to those entitled to them,
and that, when you judge
between people, judge with
justice. Surely, excellent is
the exhortation Allah gives
you. Surely Allah is all
hearing, all seeing”.

Surely, we have revealed
to you the book with the
truth, so that you may judge
between people according
to what Allah has shown
you. Do not be an advocate
for those who breach trust
(4:105).

In Surah Hood (11:113)
Allah says that, “And do
not lean towards wrongdo-
ers, less the fire should
touch you, and you have no
supporter besides Allah,
then you will not be
helped.”

The commandments of
Allah as ordained in the
Holy book and Saying of
his Holy Prophet
(MPBUH) should serve as
basis of the rule of law. The
commandment of the God
Almighty is also to do jus-
tice, follow merit and
enforce rights.

It is always very painful
to see people criticizing the
judicial organ of the state
and blaming it for every-
thing. Some of the criti-
cisms might be justified.

Throughout, the history of
Pakistan we have seen
political fights being
brought to the courts. It is a
sad truth that political lead-
ers instead of sorting out
their differences prefer to
get them sorted out by other
means. As far as the courts
are concerned there is a vis-
ible lack of consistency in
the approach to different
happenings, which has not
served the concept of the
rule of law at all. It’s a
painful reality that the legal
system is made fun of by
every Tom, dick and harry
in the streets.

Keeping all those hard
facts in mind I always
thought that in whatever
capacity, we should play
our part in improving the
system wherever possible.
The guiding principles in
my heart and mind have
always been the Comman-
dments of Almighty Allah
mentioned above and the
life of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH). I can recollect my
experience as a Dean of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Judicial Academy and as
director general with great
satisfaction. A concerted
effort was made to train all
the stakeholders involved
in the implementation of
rule of law. So that they
work efficiently, dedicated-
ly to promote the interest of
justice.

In complete departure
from the age old methodol-
ogy of teaching the text of
the civil procedure code
and criminal procedure
code to judicial officers of
10 to 15 years of service,
we focused on the practical
implementation of the rule

of law, court and case man-
agement, situational han-
dling, stress management,
Capacity building, team
building, sentencing and all
the latest concepts in the
world relating to adminis-
tration of justice. The areas
of training focused on the
practical implementation of
law.

All the stakeholders reg-
ularly invited for examin-
ing the loopholes in the sys-
tem including reasons for
the conviction/acquittal and
development of SOP’s for
effective administration of
justice. I remember to have
been a part of two case
analysis regarding under-
standing the counter terror-
ism response and Pakistan’s
action to counter terrorism.
It seemed all the more
important as the various
organs of the state were
better off to sit together and
chalk out a common strate-
gy, instead of blaming each
other for the failure. The
criminal justice coordina-
tion committees at the dis-
trict level and its role in
effective administration of
justice was highlighted.
SOP’s were developed for
the issues which could not
be solved in the criminal
justice coordination com-
mittees were to be sent to
the provincial justice com-
mittee for ultimate solution.
The capacity building of
the stakeholders was spe-
cially focused.

National Seminar on
Case Management and
Summary Judgment Rules

(Amendments in CPC)
Civil management rules
was held in which the draft
was deliberated upon.
Ultimately the government
approved the draft and
issued notification making
it as a part of the civil pro-
cedure code. Its main focus
was to avoid delay in civil
litigation and suggested
ways and means of doing it.
The biggest challenge was
faced when the government
decided to move to merge
erstwhile FATA and PATA
into the settled districts.

A series of activities
were conducted to study the
methodology, scheme of
things, line of action,
Procedure, modus operandi
and action plan. All the
stakeholders including ele-
cted representatives, media
men, lawyers, local elders,
intellectuals, Government
officials and judges were
regularly invited to deliber-
ate upon the matter. Special
focus in regard was to study
the customs and traditions
prevalent in the area. The
internationally recognized
principles of knowledge,
skills and attitude were
always kept in mind as
guiding principles.
Interaction with the media
was a regular feature.

Judicatory act was
developed, which is still
pending with the govern-
ment. A vision document
called, “vision 2027”
Watch developed planning
the activities of the
Academy for the next 10
years. Establishment of a

research /search cell was
one of the activities that we
were proud of.

The cell provided resear-
ched materials and
searched case law when
asked to do so. Newsletter
and annual report was a
regular feature. Same was
the case with annual calen-
dar and general training
program. Through the
planned activities a record
number of trainings were
conducted in the particular
calendar year. Training for
lawyers was introduced for
the first time by the
Academy enabling capacity
building of a very impor-
tant component of the sys-
tem. For improving judg-
ment writing the concept of
creative writing was made
use of. The concept of
training-based promotion
was introduced. Gender
mainstreaming and women
empowerment, commercial
disputes, Juvenile justice,
financial crimes, intellectu-
al property disputes were
also focused. National con-
ferences on Alternate disp-
ute resolution were also
held.

Regular interaction with
the other High court’s,
lawyers and judges were
made for mutual learning
and thought sharing.
Instead of picking and
choosing the audience soft-
ware was developed which
would automatically
choose participants who
had not undergone training
in a particular field. Merit
was ensured in every field

and human discretion was
brought to minimum.

Our conclusions in the
debates, activities were that
the problem in Pakistan is
not of dearth of legislation
but actually of enforcement
and execution of law. In
other words enforceability
of the rule of law is the area
to be focused. This impor-
tant area is connected with
the governance in general
and effective administra-
tion in particular. Another
lesson learned was that one
can only improve one’s
credibility if one continues
to perform in the best inter-
est of the public as per the
essence of rule of law and
it’s equal treatment without
fear or favor. I remember a
question that the partici-
pants frequently asked me
as to why the non-Muslim
judges in the history of
Pakistan have had the high-
est credibility. Majority of
the participants thought that
the legal system does not
encourage, efficiency, hon-
esty, dedication and hard
work. They also thought
that the legal system has a
lot of discretion and in ma-
jority of cases it is not exer-
cised to promote the inter-
est of Justice and fair play.

The participants also
complained about lack of
basic facilities to the
lawyers, litigants and offi-
cers involved in the imple-
mentation of the rule of law.
Nonexistent Career progres-
sion and very slow promo-
tions were other areas that
were highlighted. They use

to tell me in private meet-
ings, with the request not to
be quoted, that the competi-
tion for elevation is not fair.
It was also the opinion of the
participants that on the poli-
cy side everything changes
with the change in the judi-
cial hierarchy and hence
there is no consistency in
policy and guidelines. It was
a unanimous conclusion that
ethics and morality have to
be inculcated in the judicial
system. The ultimate con-
clusion was that the com-

mandment of the God
Almighty is to do justice,
follow merit and enforce
rights. 

(To be concluded)
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KARACHI: The Board of
Directors approved the
results of the National Bank
of Pakistan for the nine-
month period ending
September 30, 2023 in its
meeting held other day.

The strong financial per-
formance of the Bank is a
consequence its continued
efforts in serving the
national agenda of extend-
ing financing to priority
sectors as well as extending
access to financial services
to those segments of the
country’s populace that
lack facilities. The Bank’s
results are a balance of a
focus on prudent financial
management and the
Bank’s tradition of serving
the nation which has led to
NBP being a Bank that is
trusted by its stakeholders. 

The Bank demonstrated
an exceptional performance
by reporting a profit before
tax of PKR 70.6 Bn, depict-
ing an impressive 46%
increase YoY as compared
to PKR 48.3 Bn for 9M’22.
These results were driven
by robust performance in
revenue streams as well as
an effective cost manage-
ment. Despite a persistently
challenging environment,
the Bank’s profit after tax
doubled to PKR 38.2 Bn,
reflecting a substantial
increase of 99.1% over the
PKR 19.2 Bn in the same
period of the previous year.
Consequently, Earnings Per
Share closed at PKR 17.9,
up from PKR 9.0 in 9M’22.
This outstanding perform-
ance was a result of an effi-
cient portfolio mix, mature
risk profiling, effective risk

management, and maintain-
ing a stable funding pool
that contributed to an
improved and sustainable
operating performance.

In an environment of ris-
ing interest rates, gross
interest income recorded a
YoY increase of 119.4% to
close at PKR 728.7 Bn, a
significant rise from PKR
332.2 Bn for the same peri-
od in 2022. Similarly, the
Bank’s cost of funds also
increased by 141.7% YoY,
closing at PKR 608.1 Bn.
Consequently, net interest
income closed at PKR
120.6 Bn, representing a
YoY increase of 49.6%.
Despite the challenging
business environment and
lackluster stock market per-
formance for most of the
review period, the Bank
generated total non-fund
income of PKR 24.7 Bn,
slightly below the PKR
25.3 Bn of corresponding 9
month period of previous
year. While equity invest-
ments of the Bank generat-
ed dividend income of PKR
3.4 Bn (9M22: PKR 3.4
Bn), a 1.2% decrease YoY,
Fee and commission
income earned through
branch banking operations
stood at PKR 14.9 Bn,
marking a 3.4% increase
YoY.

Amid the high inflation-
ary pressures and Rupee
depreciation, the Bank’s
operating expenses for the
nine-month period under
review amounted to PKR
65.2 Bn, a 19.2% YoY
increase compared to PKR
54.7 Bn for the same period
last year. However, proac-
tive cost management
efforts, leading to an

improved cost/income ratio
from 51.7% in 9M’22 to
44.9% in 9M’23. The Bank
is presently making signifi-
cant investments in a major
upgrade of its IT systems
and infrastructure.

Adhering to a prudent
risk-profiling strategy and
keeping in view the prevail-
ing economic conditions,
the Bank has prudently
maintained general loan
loss reserves to buttress its
balance sheet. Hence, net
provision charge for the
period amounted to PKR
9.2 Bn, higher by 229.5%
or PKR 6.4 Bn compared to
PKR 2.8 Bn for 9M’22.
Specific and General provi-
sions held against NPLs
were at PKR 204.7 Bn
(Dec’22: PKR 190.7 Bn)
and PKR 24.3 Bn (Dec’22:
PKR 17.3 Bn) respectively.
Thus, specific provision
coverage as of September
30, 2023, stood at 92.6%.

With a YTD growth of
26.7% in its assets base, the
Bank achieved the PKR 6
trillion milestone in its bal-
ance sheet, with total assets
reaching PKR 6.6 trillion
from PKR 5.2 trillion at the
end of 2022. This establish-
es NBP as the largest bank
in Pakistan in terms of total
assets. While investments
(at cost) increased by
19.5% to reach PKR 4,192
Bn, gross advances record-
ed a 6.0% growth to reach
PKR 1,524.4 Bn. The Bank
maintains a robust funding
and liquidity profile
through a well-diversified
funding portfolio. As of
September 30, 2023, total
deposits amounted to PKR
3,345.0 Bn, with CASA
ratio at 78.9%, and

Liquidity Coverage and Net
Stable Funding remaining
high at 200% and 255%
respectively. Capital
Adequacy Ratio further
improved to 23.16% from
21.59% at the YE’22,
reflecting the strong finan-
cial soundness of the Bank.
The Bank holds the highest
credit ratings of AAA / A1+
categories for both long
term and short term, as
reaffirmed by both PACRA
and VIS Credit Rating
Company in June 2023.

The Bank operates one
of the largest branch net-
works with over 1,500
branches in Pakistan and is
aggressively pursuing a sig-
nificant organizational
transformation program
through IT upgrades, digi-
tal product enhancements,
and initiatives to promote
financial inclusion, with a
particular focus on com-
mercial and rural segments.
Simultaneously with its
business growth initiatives,
the Bank has continued to
make progress in remediat-
ing legacy issues in the
areas of international fran-
chise, risk management,
asset quality, operational
effectiveness, and HR.

With the delivery of
commendable financial
results, the management’s
strategic focus remains on
enhancing its service quali-
ty levels, diversifying its
outreach through digitaliza-
tion, and expanding its
range of products and serv-
ices. As the Nation’s bank,
enhancing access to finan-
cial services for all remains
a key goal of the Bank, a
commitment since its estab-
lishment in 1949.
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In the court of Senior Civil
Judge (Admin) Judge
Model Trail Magistrate
Court, Malakand at
Batkhela, Case No 34/1 of
2021, Next date:
30/10/2023, Noor Mahal
d/o Said Nawab w/o Shah
Khisro resident of ASC
Colony Nowshera Versus
Mr. Bakht Nawab S/O Said
Nawab and others presi-
dent Mohallah Suleman
Khel Khar Proclamation
Against Legal heirs: (17)
Muhammad Bilal s/o Jehan
Alam resident of Kotkey
Khar Tehsil Batkhela
District Malakand, Present
Saudi Arabi (KSA). In the
above title case the service
of you above named defen-
dants is not possible with
ordinary means, hence you
are hereby informed
through this proclamation
to attend this court on
30/10/2023 at 08:00am in
person or through appoint-
ed agent/attorney or
through counsel, otherwise
you shall be place and pro-
ceed against ex-parte.

F.P. Report

LAHORE: During the ongoing crackdown
against gas pilferers, SNGPL continued
raids in Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Islamabad, disconnecting another 147 con-
nections while imposing fine of Rs. 2.9 mil-
lion and 221 under billing cases processed.

In Lahore, the regional team disconnect-
ed ten connections on illegal use of gas and
another 11 on use of compressor, 4 Under
billing cases have been processed and
amount of Rs 0.53 booked against gas
theives and under billing cases. In
Bahawalpur, the regional team disconnected
Seven connections on use of compressor.
The company disconnected nine connec-
tions on illegal use of gas while another one
on use of compressor,32 Under billing cases
have been processed and fine of Rs0.08
Million imposed against gas pilferers in
Multan. In Sheikhupura, 17 on illegal use of
gas while one on use of compressor were
disconnected by the region and 38 Under
billing cases have been processed, amount
of Rs 0.32 booked against gas theives and
Under billing cases.

In Peshawar, the company disconnected
34 connections on account of direct use of
gas and illegal connections. The regional

team also lodged 2 FIRs against gas thieves.
The team also imposed fine of Rs 0.95
against gas theives.In Rawalpindi the
regional team disconnected 36 gas connec-
tions and 16 Under billing cases have been
processed. In Mardan Four Under billing
cases have been processed while imposing
fine of Rs 0.08million.

In Sialkot, the company booked 58HM3
volume booked against Under billing cases.
ln Sargodha 38 under billing cases have
been processed 1on illegal use of gas and Rs
0.02 million has been booked against under
billing cases. The regional team in Gujra-
nwala 49 under billing cases processed and
03 meters were disconnected on the use of
compressor and 2 on illegal use of gas. The
region also imposed fine of Rs. 0.07 million
on gas theft and under billing cases.

The company disconnected 08 connec-
tions on illegal use of gas in Islamabad. In
Sahiwal, three connections were discon-
nected on illegal use of gas.The regional
team in Faisalabad 40 under billing cases
processed and 02 disconnected on illegal
use of gas and another 01 on the use of com-
pressor. Fine of Rs. 0.22 million was also
imposed against gas pilferers. The Regional
team in Abbottabad also disconnected 01
connection on illegal use of gas.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman HEC Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad with Rector CUI Prof. Dr. Sajid Qamar and Director
Wah Campus Prof. Dr. Muhammad Abid conferring a medal to students during convocation ceremony 2023.

MCB continued its growth momentum in
Q3 2023 and registered increase of 71%

Rule of law-II

NBP records pre-tax profit
of PKR 70.6b, 46% up YoY
26.7% YTD growth in total assets to achieve PKR 6tr milestone

Court Notice

In the Court of Qaisar
Khan Afridi Additional
District Judge II/Azafi Zila
Qazi Buner at Daggar.
Appeal No. 34/13.
Institution 14/4/2023. Date
of hearing. 8/11/2023.
Hazrat Jouhar etc VS Mera
Khan etc. Notice to no
3.Namen s/o Bajawry of
Daggar. 12/1. Faren. 12/2.
Merawas. 12/3. Qaisar.
12/4. Yousaf sons. 12/5.
Mstz Janena. 12/6. Bakht
Naz. 12/7. Gul Naz daugh-
ters of Bibi (late). 13/2.
Shafiullah s/o Khalida
(late) residents of Rega
tehsel Gagra District
Buner. 17. Esa s/o
Mohamad Shuib. 18/3.
Nasar. 18/4. Said Alam.
18/5. Zahor Alam sons of
Jaben (late). 19. Mstz
Aysha. 20. mst Shakila. 21.
Bibi Shahana daughters of
Mohamad Shuib. 22.
Binyamen s/o Bajowray
residents of Daggar tehsel
Daggar district Buner.
Whereas in the above men-
tioned case the mentioned
defendants can not be
served in the ordinary way,
it is, therefore, proclaimed
that if the said defendants
will/shall not appear per-
sonally or through dually
authorized agent or pleader
in the court at 8.30 am
dated 8/11/2023 the pro-
ceeding will be taken ex-
parte. Given under my
hand and seal of this Court.

Court Notice

Convocation 2023 of CUI
Wah Campus organized

SNGPL: 147 connections
disconnected, fine imposed
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Zeeshan set 1st
World Record

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani mixed mar-
tial artist Zeeshan
Mehsood has set a
Guinness World
Record for the most
high knee exercises in
30 seconds. “Mehsood,
an MMA fighter from
South Waziristan, did
126 most high knees
exercises in 30 sec-
onds. He was the first
one to set the record,”
Irfan Mehsood told
APP on Wednesday.
Mehsood was an ama-
teur MMA South Asian
level top-rank fighter.
He was the younger
brother of Irfan
Mehsood, who holds
80 Guinness World
Records. So far 15 stu-
dents of Irfan Mehsood
have made Guinness
World Records and his
club has set 113
Guinness World
Records to date.

PM’s Squash
League

MULTAN (APP):
Prime Minister’s
Squash Talent Hunt
Youth Sports League
will be kicked off in
the city from tomorrow
on Thursday, October
26. The squash league
event, organized by
Higher Education
department, would be
held at Bahauddin
Zakaria University
(BZU) in which men
and women teams
from five regions
including Multan,
Lahore, Sialkot,
Rawalpindi and
Faisalabad region will
participate. Focal per-
son of the event Abida
Khan said that Multan
will host the big
squash competition.
The Prime Minister’s
Squash Talent Hunt
Youth Sports League
will continue for the
next five days from 26
to 30 October for
which all arrangements
have been finalized at
university Squash
Court. On this occa-
sion, Muhammad
Raza. Muhammad
Yahya, Zain Ali and
Ali Zaib said that they
were very happy that
they have been select-
ed for the Multan
Region team in the
Prime Minister’s
Squash Talent Hunt
Youth Sports League
2023 and they will
compete with squash
players from all over
Punjab.

Tent Pegging’s 
inclusion in Olympics
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Upon assuming the
leadership of the Tent
Pegging Chair at the
Asian Equestrian
Federation, Sahibzada
Sultan Muhammad Ali
has embarked on a sig-
nificant mission to
advocate for the inclu-
sion of Tent Pegging in
the Olympics. During
his recent tour to
Oman, he engaged in
discussions with the
President of the Asian
Equestrian Federation,
Hamad bin
Abdulrahman Al
Attiyah, said a state-
ment on Wednesday.
During the meeting, a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
was officially executed
between the
International Tent
Pegging Federation and
the Asian Equestrian
Federation in Oman.
Sahibzada said this
groundbreaking MoU
would open doors for
Tent Pegging’s poten-
tial inclusion in the
Asian Games. He
expressed his commit-
ment to advancing the
global presence of Tent
Pegging as a sport. 

SNSR Tournament
kicked off in Quetta
QUETTA (APP): After
the successful experi-
ence of "CM Gold Cup
Tournament", the care-
taker government of
Balochistan has initiat-
ed Shaheed Nawabzada
Siraj Raisani (SNSR)
Tournament in Quetta.
Football, volleyball,
squash, body building,
badminton and karaty
are among other sports
events wherein athletes
will prove their flair
during the SNSR,” said
Caretaker Sports
Minister of Balochisan
Nawabzadar Jamal
Raisani.
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C H I T T A G O N G
(Agencies): Nahida Akter
returned with astonishing
figures of 5/8 and powered
Bangladesh Women to
edge Pakistan Women by
five wickets in the first
T20I of the three-match
series here on Wednesday.

Put into bat first by
Bangladesh captain Nigar
Sultana, Pakistan Women’s
batting lineup failed com-
pletely and could only accu-
mulate 82 runs before being
bundled out in the final over.

The touring side, after
12 overs, were 52/2 with
experienced batters Bismah
Maroof and Nida Dar at the
crease before both set bat-
ters perished in the next
two successive overs.

Pakistan Women’s cap-
tain Nida Dar scored 14 in
21 deliveries with the help

of a boundary while
Bismah Maroof top-scored
with a 29-ball 20.

Pakistan Women then
lost three more wickets in
quick succession and thus
slipped to 67/7 in 16.3
overs. Coming out to bat at
number six, Natalia Pervaiz
then added valuable runs at
the backend with her 16-
ball 15 before perishing in
the penultimate over.

Bangladesh Women’s
bowlers then ran through
Pakistan’s batting tail and
booked the visitors on a
modest total. Nahida Akter
spearheaded Bangladesh’s
bowling attack with a five-
wicket haul while Shorna
Akter, Rabeya Khan and
Sultana Khatun contributed
with a wicket apiece.

In response, Bangladesh
Women completed the pur-

suit for the loss of five wick-
ets and three balls to spare.

The home side had a
shaky start to the 83-run
pursuit as they were two
down for 33 in 9.5 overs.

Skipper Nigar Sultana
then joined Murshida
Khatun in the middle and
put together a vital 24-run
partnership before the latter
perished in the 15th over.

Khatun scored a cautious
40-ball 23 with the help of
two boundaries.

Bangladesh Women then
lost two more wickets in
the modest run chase but
their captain Nigar Sultana
stood her ground firm and
led the home side to a nar-
row victory in the final
over. She top-scored with
an unbeaten 26. Her 28-ball
knock featured three
boundaries.

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Islamabad and Lahore
division emerges victori-
ous in the thrilling semifi-
nal matches of ongoing
Inter Division National
Basketball Championship
at Liaquat Gymnasium,
Pakistan Sports Complex
Islamabad.

On day four of the cham-
pionship, Pakistan
Basketball Federation
(PBBF) Secretary General
Khalid Bashir, Federal
Basketball Association
(FBBA) Secretary General
Ouj E Zahoor, Pakistan
Sports Board (PSB) Deputy
Director General Saeed
Akhtar and other dignities
were witnessed two exhila-
rating semifinal matches of
the championship which

held under the supervision
of the Federal Basketball
Association.

The first semifinal fea-
tured a nail-biting show-
down between the talented
squads of Islamabad and
Peshawar. The match had
fans on the edge of their
seats as both teams dis-
played exceptional skills
and fierce determination.
After an intense battle, it
was Islamabad that emerged
victorious with a final score
of 67 to 59 points.

Asharab Butt shone as
the star player for
Islamabad, leading his team
with a remarkable 18
points. He was ably sup-
ported by Rizwan
Khursheed, who con-
tributed 12 crucial points.

Peshawar's efforts were led
by Abdul Wahab, who
scored 14 points, and M.
Faisal, who added 13 more
to their total.

The second semifinal
featured a dominant per-
formance from Lahore, as
they secured an easy win
with a final score of 81 to
48 points against defending
champion Faisalabad.

Lahore's Safiullah was
the standout player, con-
tributing a staggering 22
points to his team's victory.
Taimoor Mehdi also played
a vital role with 17 points to
his name. For Faisalabad,
Usman Talib emerged as the
top scorer with 11 points,
followed closely by Hassan
Tariq, who also added 11
points to the scoreboard.

BENGALURU (AFP):
Former captain Angelo
Mathews said Sri Lanka
will "fight fire with fire"
against England as the vet-
eran all-rounder plots his
second successive World
Cup upset over the defend-
ing champions. 

Veteran all-rounder
Mathews initially missed
out on selection for the
tournament but was sum-
moned to India to replace
the injured Matheesha
Pathirana. On Thursday he
is expected to go straight
into the team to face
England who have an iden-
tical record of one win and
three defeats so far.

"We have to play our A
game to win against a
strong English team," said
36-year-old Mathews.

"Even though they
haven't played to their

potential, they are a very
dangerous team. It's a good
wicket, small outfield, and
we have to fight fire with
fire because they're going
to come really hard at us
and we are up for the chal-
lenge."

Sri Lanka are coached
by former England coach
Chris Silverwood who left
the role in 2022 after a 4-0
Ashes drubbing.

"It's a different ball
game, different conditions,
different team," added
Mathews who made his
debut back in 2008.

"Obviously Chris knows
in and out most of their
players and we've had dis-
cussions about the team as
well."

At the 2019 World Cup,
Mathews played a starring
role when Sri Lanka defeat-
ed England in Leeds, scor-

ing an undefeated 85 in a
20-run victory.

The hosts had the last
laugh when they went on to
capture the title for the first
time.

Mathews has only
played four ODIs for Sri
Lanka in three years.

However, he brings a
wealth of experience with
221 career ODIs under his
belt as well as 106 Tests
and 78 T20s.

In his ODI career, he has
amassed 5,865 runs with 40
fifties and three centuries.
He also has 120 wickets
from his medium pace
bowling. "I knew that when
the opportunity comes, I
have to be ready," said
Mathews, now appearing in
his fourth World Cup.

"I just did that over the
last month or so, I was
training extremely hard. 

Delhi (Agencies): Glenn
Maxwell hit the fastest
men's World Cup century
in 40 balls as Australia
inflicted a record tourna-
ment defeat on the
Netherlands in Delhi.

The right-hander beat
Aiden Markram's record
of 49 balls, set 18 days
ago for South Africa
against Sri Lanka. The
Netherlands were bowled
out for 90 in response, to
suffer a 309-run loss.

David Warner also
made his second century
of the tournament as
Australia racked up 399-8,
with Bas de Leede conced-
ing an ODI record 115.
Maxwell's innings was full
of power and extraordi-
nary strokeplay, and is the

fourth fastest in ODI histo-
ry and Australia's quickest,
beating his 51-ball ton
against Sri Lanka in the
2015 World Cup.

South Africa's AB de
Villiers' 31-ball century is
the fastest, coming against
West Indies in 2015.

The margin of defeat
beats Afghanistan's 275-run
defeat by Australia in the
2015 World Cup, while it is
also Australia's biggest ODI
win. Australia have now
won three consecutive
games, after starting with
three defeats, and are start-
ing to consolidate their
place in the top four, with
this huge victory boosting
their net run-rate. The
Netherlands' only win came
against South Africa last

Tuesday, and they are now
bottom of the 10-team table. 

Maxwell delivers as
Australia build momentum

When Maxwell came to
the crease, Australia were
266-4 and in danger of
throwing away a platform
that suggested a score of
400 was possible.

That soon became 290-6
with Josh Inglis and Cameron
Green falling before Maxwell
decided to take the game on.
He was only on 15 at that
point and took the arrival of
captain Pat Cummins to put
his foot down again. There
were outrageous reverse
sweeps over point, a reverse
pull for six and crashing
drives back down the ground
before three successive sixes
over the leg side took him to

the landmark.
He celebrated by letting

out a huge roar, before
cradling his bat after recent-
ly becoming a father, with
his partner and baby arriv-
ing in India in recent days.
The platform had been set
by Warner, who hit four
successive fours early in his
innings, and there was an
air of inevitability about his
sixth World Cup century.

He is now level with
Sachin Tendulkar and only
one behind Rohit Sharma,
while he is fifth on the all-
time World Cup run-scorers
list. Steve Smith and Marnus
Labuschagne both made
half-centuries too, but Green
scored just eight and that
place in the side, which had
been occupied by Marcus

Stoinis in previous games, is
likely to be taken by Travis
Head when he recovers from
a broken hand.

The Netherlands offered
little fight with the bat,
with only five batters mak-

ing double figures, and
Vikram Singh's 25 the
highest score. Leg-spinner
Adam Zampa continued his
impressive campaign, tak-
ing 4-8 in mopping up the
tail, and he now has 13

wickets in the tournament.
Australia will now fancy

their chances of reaching
the semi-finals with games
against New Zealand,
England, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh to come.

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): The registration
window for foreign players
has been opened for the
upcoming Pakistan Super
League (PSL) 9, the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) said Wednesday.

The upcoming edition of
Pakistan’s marquee league
will tentatively run from 8
February to 24 March.

“The category renewals
of the local players will be
finalised and published
shortly as well. Following
the category renewals, the
trade and retention window
will be opened,” stated PCB.

“Once the trade and
retention window is open,
the pick order for the play-
er draft for the upcoming
season will also be shared.

“The retentions and trades
are to be finalised ahead of
the HBL PSL 9 Player Draft,
which has been tentatively
scheduled for mid-
December, after the comple-
tion of the National T20. The
final of the National T20 is
set to be played on 10
December in Karachi.”

Notably, the PCB
announced last month
that the PSL 9 will feature
six teams.

The chairman of the
PCB Management
Committee Zaka Ashraf
presided over the meeting
of the PSL Governing
Council at the National
Cricket Academy here.

The high-profile meeting
saw a wide range of issues
being discussed, including
the number of teams for the
upcoming PSL 9.

“The upcoming ninth sea-
son will be played with six
teams. No additional team
will be added in the upcom-
ing season,” stated PCB.

For the unversed, for-
mer chairman of the PCB
Management Committee
Najam Sethi, in March this
year, expressed his strive
to expand the PSL by
adding two more teams in
the next edition.

“If you ask me what are
our plans for the next PSL,
keeping it brief my strive is
to add two more teams. But
obviously, this decision is

subject to the approval of
the franchises and is impos-
sible without doing the
homework,” said Sethi.

“That is because if any
franchise suffers a loss by
the addition of two more
franchises then it is not a
good thing to do. It must be
a win-win situation for
everyone. So I’m doing
homework on this.

“We had a brief discus-
sion with the franchises and
after the conclusion of this
PSL, we will formally start
consulting them the next
month about the addition of
teams and the model after
the completion of 10 years.”

The previous edition of
the PSL was won by Lahore
Qalandars, who defeated
Multan Sultans in the final at
Gaddafi Stadium to become
the first side to clinch two
successive PSL titles.

Islamabad United ended
the season as third, while
Peshawar Zalmi was fourth
in the standings. Karachi
Kings and Quetta
Gladiators finished fifth
and sixth, respectively.

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Former Pakistan
captain Mohammad Yousuf
said that he heard that cur-
rent skipper Babar Azam
cried after the loss to
Afghanistan in the ICC
Men's World Cup 2023
match on Monday.

Expressing concern for
the prolific batter, who tops
the ICC Batting Rankings,
Yousuf said that he and the
entire nation stand behind
Babar during this difficult
phase. In the match that
took place on October 23
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, the Afghan
team displayed a remark-
able performance and
secured an eight-wicket vic-
tory over the national team.

In the post-match press
conference, Babar was visi-
bly disappointed and
dejected as he voiced his
concerns. "I watched the
press conference very care-
fully, in which Babar
looked very worried, I
heard that he was crying,"
Yousuf said while speaking
on a private TV channel.

"The outcome of a match
should not be attributed to
one individual but should
be seen as a collective
effort involving the entire
team and coaching staff,"
he added. The former batter
said that Pakistan should
support Babar and the team
since they are still not out
of the competition.

"Losing is a natural part
of the game, and we should
all support Babar during this
difficult time. We all feel the
pain, and it's something
every player goes through."
Yousuf also pointed out cer-
tain areas for serious discus-
sion, including Pakistan's
low run total against
Afghanistan and the per-
formance of their bowlers.
He mentioned that the team
appeared to have a fear of
losing or losing wickets.

'Don't know what players
are thinking', Babar

In his post-match confer-
ence, Babar reprimanded
the team's poor fielding
performance leading to a
humiliating World Cup
2023 loss against

Afghanistan in Chennai's
Chidambaram Stadium.

Babar blamed below-par
performances in bowling and
fielding departments for their
consecutive third loss in the
ongoing mega event.
"Players are absent-minded
during fielding [...] don't
know what they are think-
ing," the skipper said while
admitting that the team is
"saddened" after today's loss.

"We didn't perform well
in bowling and fielding
[departments]", he said and
also acknowledged that the
"spinners didn't bowl well in
the middle overs and didn't
put [enough] pressure [on
Afghan batters]." The 29-
year-old also turned down
any "added captaincy pres-
sure" and said that he keeps
both aspects of his responsi-
bilities separate from each
other. "There is no truth in
[team] being under pressure
after India's loss." "Our
[game] plans are not seeing
success [...] Whatever we
plan, is not being imple-
mented to the fullest," the
skipper added.

Maxwell hits fastest
WC ton as Australia
thrash Netherlands

Glenn Maxwell screams after getting to a scorching hundred.

Bangladesh Women edge
Pakistan in low-scoring

first T20I

Islamabad to face Lahore
in Inter Division National
Basketball C`ship Final

PESHAWAR: Captains of teams to participate in Media Cricket League posing for the photographers with
President Peshawar Press Club Arshad Aziz Malik. Former PPC President M. Riaz is also present.

Moeen backs
England to 

end slump with
aggressive
approach

BENGALURU (Agencies):
England may need to take a
leaf out of the test side’s
“Bazball” playbook and
reignite their 50-overs World
Cup campaign with an
aggressive approach against
fellow strugglers Sri Lanka,
spin all-rounder Moeen Ali
said on Wednesday.

Under test coach
Brendon “Baz” McCullum
England have forged a
result-oriented approach in
the longest format and
Moeen said the one-day
team guided by Matthew
Mott must look to play more
attacking cricket after losing
three of their four games.

“The thing is, Bazball is
in test cricket. One day
cricket’s different and
we’ve been playing differ-
ent all the time,” Moeen
told reporters ahead of
Thursday’s match against
the 1996 champions at the
M Chinnaswamy Stadium.

“We’ve been playing
aggressive cricket through-
out since 2015 and done it
quite well. Probably the lack
of that way of cricket has cost
us a little bit in this tourna-
ment. “We haven’t been
playing that way in my opin-
ion and we need to play that
way without slogging the
ball. Just be that really
aggressive side we know we
can be.” Defending champi-
ons England crashed to a
team record 229-run defeat
by South Africa in the last
game leaving their semi-final
hopes hanging by a thread.

The clash with Sri
Lanka, who have also lost
three of their four games,
comes at the right time for
England and Moeen said
the players had to take
responsibility. “We’re obvi-
ously disappointed from
the result and not just the
result, but the way we
played. But in the competi-
tion you’ve got to move on
as quick as you can and
regroup,” Moeen added.

“Everything is a must-
win and we know we’ve
been in this position before,
probably not to this degree,
but we have to get our con-
fidence and perform well
and bat and bowl and field
better than we have done so
far in this tournament.”

Sri Lanka 'fight fire with
fire' as Mathews eyes
new England shock

PSL 9: Registration
opened for foreign players

Heard Babar Azam cried
after loss to Afghanistan,
says Mohammad Yousuf
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IRSA releases

89,200 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Wednesday released
89,200 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
64,700 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was
1528.29 feet and was
130.29 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was
recorded as 32,000
cusecs and 40,000
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1207.55 feet, which
was 157.55 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 8,500
cusecs and 25,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 38,400,
45,000, 37,900 and
10,300 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
11,300 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 4,900 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

ANF recovers
397 kg drugs 

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conduct-
ing six operations
across the country man-
aged to recover 397 kg
drugs and arrested 10
accused, said an ANF
H e a d q u a r t e r s
spokesman here on
Wednesday. He
informed that four sus-
pects including two
women, residents of
Charsadda and
Peshawar, were arrested
near M-1 Motorway
Islamabad. ANF recov-
ered 1.2 kg heroin and
1.5 kg Ice drugs from
the possession of the
accused. A huge quanti-
ty of drugs was recov-
ered from secret cavi-
ties of the vehicle near
Motorway Toll Plaza
Sheikhupura. Over 20.4
kg opium and 3.6 kg
hashish were recovered
from the possession of
the accused, a resident
of Lower Dir. 900
grams heroin was
recovered from the pos-
session of a resident of
North Waziristan at
Sialkot Airport. The
accused was leaving for
Dubai by flight number
FZ-332. During the
operation in the Winder
area, a huge amount of
hashish was recovered
from a truck loaded
with apples. 360 kg
hashish concealed
under apple crates was
recovered. Two accused
residents of Pishin, who
were trying to smuggle
hashish to Karachi,
were rounded up during
the operation.

73rd Nobel
Laureate Meetings
ISLAMABAD (APP):
As many as nine
Pakistani young scien-
tists have been selected
for participation in the
73rd Nobel Laureate
Meetings (NLM) on
Physics at Germany.
According to a press
release issued
Wednesday, the inter-
views of short-listed
candidates for participa-
tion in the 73rd Nobel
Laureate Meetings
(NLM) on Physics were
held on October 23 in
Islamabad. The interac-
tion of Young Pakistani
Scientists with Nobel
Laureates is a joint pro-
gramme of HEC,
PIEAS, and the Council
for Nobel Laureate
Meetings in Lindau,
Germany. The project is
being funded by HEC
out of its recurring
funds for the promotion
of higher education and
human resource devel-
opment in Pakistan.
Interview panel com-
prised of Prof. Dr.
Naseem Irfan (Rector,
PIEAS), Prof. Dr.
Abdullah Sadiq
(Former Rector
PIEAS), Dr. Shaukat
Hameed (Visiting pro-
fessor COMSATS
University), Dr.
Mutawarra Hussain
(Former Director NLM
programme), Dr. Aftab
Rafiq (Director NLM
programme, PIEAS).
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Former Federal
Minister for Climate Change Senator
Sherry Rehman on Wednesday said the
Loss and Damage Fund (LDF) is an enti-
tlement for the climate vulnerable coun-
tries and not a charity which the developed
world must understand to ensure climate
justice. She was addressing at a Pre-
COP28 national consultation titled
“Community resilience to disasters and
climatic hazards- Amplifying voices of the
vulnerable people from the frontline” as
keynote speaker organized by the
Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI) in partnership with Oxfam,
Strengthening Participatory Organization
(SPO) and other partners. 

Senator Sherry Rehman said the global
climate change discourse has shifted
inwards with the focus on indigenous solu-
tions to cope with the risks of environ-
mental degradation. 

In Pakistan, she said that there was a
hope that it would receive something from
the international community because it
had emerged as the most vulnerable coun-
try due to climate change despite very low
carbon emissions.

The Senator said this cynicism must
end that if the country is not getting com-
pensation for its losses at the hands of cli-
mate catastrophes, then it should halt cli-

mate change adaptation and mitigation
efforts. “These are the rights of a country
like Pakistan to address its climate vulner-
ability if there is no help from the world
community. Don't let your minds affected
by cynicism and colonization,” she said.

In his welcome remarks, Executive
Director, SDPI, Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri
said it is easy to make policy for the vul-
nerable communities, but it is they who are
the best teachers to guide policy decisions
for preventive and mitigation measures
during climate catastrophes due to their
direct exposure to the natural hazards and
their local knowledge which is of para-
mount importance.

“Pakistan should also establish its own
loss and damage fund to address the
inequalities due to climate crisis as there
are areas that are variably impacted due to
climate disasters” he suggested. 

Executive Director, Civil Society
Coalition for Climate Change (CSCCC)
Aisha Khan said it is necessary to observe
the geography of the country to learn
about the socio-economic realities that
vary from community to community and
area to area for informed climate action.
She mentioned that the communities’ voic-
es exist, but it did not matter and for that it
is necessary to empower those voices
through inclusive engagement.

ISLAMABAD (APP):Caretake Federal
Minister for Health Dr Nadeem Jan on
Wednesday said that the 'World AIDS Day'
would be observed on  December 1 with
full zeal and zest.

He was chairing a preparatory meeting
in that regard, which was attended by rep-
resentatives from Common Management
Unit, APLHIV, UNAIDS, UNICEF,
UNDP, UNFPA and WHO.  

The minister said HIV outbreaks typi-
cally occurred due to factors like unsafe
injection practices, unprotected sexual
activity, or the sharing of contaminated
needles. "It is essential to address these
issues through education, prevention, and
healthcare interventions," he added.

Dr Nadeem said, "We do not want to
see another outbreak of HIV like Larkana,
Ratodero (Sindh) in 2019,"  adding the
government was committed towards con-
trolling AIDS. 

"Our work will ensure that people of all
ages, genders, and population groups have
equitable access to life-saving HIV pre-
vention and treatment services based on
the most up-to-date science," the minister
said. He said that World AIDS Day was a
time to show support and solidarity for
individuals living with HIV. "This can
include providing information on available
resources, support groups, and advocating
for the rights and well-being of people
with HIV," he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The residents of the
federal capital have welcomed the initia-
tive of the Capital Development Authority
(CDA) to introduce a user-friendly online
payment service for utility bills as a part of
the digitalization process, ensuring cus-
tomers' convenience.

“The online payment service is set to
simplify the payment process for all utility
bills to offer a more convenient and effi-
cient way for customers to fulfil their
financial responsibilities,” said a resident
Fateh Muhammad.

He said the advantages of the digital
payment service go beyond convenience
as allowing residents to pay their utility
bills online minimizes the environmental
hazards caused by paper billing and phys-
ical transactions. 

Another resident, Naseem Begum said
that it is a direly needed step towards

reducing the use of cash and promoting a
more secure and efficient financial system.

Such steps bring ease and comfort in
the lives of the general public and ensure a
safe and secure payment system which are
important at a time when societies are
becoming cashless.

Another user of this online facility,
Shagufta Mehmood who is a working
woman said that today is the era of digital-
ization and all institutions and departments
must adopt digital ways to compete inter-
nationally. Digitalization of such services
which are accessed by the general public is
essential to make their life easier and
ensure transparency. The CDA has taken a
significant step toward enhancing cus-
tomer convenience and digitalization by
introducing a user-friendly online payment
service for utility bills, an official in the
authority told APP.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Managing Director
(MD) of the National Book Foundation
Dr. Raja Mazhar Hameed on Wednesday
opened its book corners to foreign coun-
tries to exchange the culture of reading
books and to provide an environment to
promote reading habits in future genera-
tions. Talking to the PTV news channel, he
stressed that reading books is important
for everybody to cope with new knowl-
edge in the changing world of the techno-
logical age.

He further said that the aim of NBF is to
promote book reading culture in different
countries and organize exhibitions at
national and international levels.

He appreciated the efforts of NBF and

the Institute of Peace and Diplomatic
Studies in the way of book culture promo-
tion and literary activities in the country.
Besides the government, all segments of
society need to play an effective role in the
promotion of book-reading habits in the
country, he added. In response to a question,
he said that book corners of different coun-
tries will help our children to understand the
values ??and cultures of each community
and lead to mutual coexistence. National
Book Foundation (NBF) has taken various
initiatives to launch a series of innovative
projects to promote book reading culture, he
said, adding, recently NBF had opened an
Indonesia book corner which helps learn
about the culture of this country.

‘LDF entitlement not
charity for climate

vulnerable countries’

14 FIRs registered
for violating dengue

SOPs in 24 hours
RAWALPINDI (APP):
District Health
Authority(DHA) had
lodged 14 FIRs and sealed
two premises on violations
of anti-dengue SOPs during
the last 24 hours. 

District Coordinator
Epidemics Prevention and
Control (DCEPC), Dr
Sajjad Mehmood
Wednesday said that the
health department, in col-
laboration with allied
departments, had issued
tickets to 15 and imposed a
fine of Rs 157,000 on vio-
lations of dengue SOPs
during the last 24 hours. 

Presently, the health
officer informed that 86
patients were admitted to
different district health
facilities, of which 60 were
confirmed cases while
2,125 were discharged after
treatment. Dr Sajjad added
that with the arrival of 16
more cases during the last
24 hours, the district's total
tally had reached 2,186
confirmed cases. 

Among the new cases,
he informed that ten
patients had arrived from
the Potohar town urban
area, three from the
Municipal Corporation area
and one each from Potohar
rural and Gujjar Khan area.

Ismail
Gulgee

remembered
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Globally famous painter
and sculptor Ismail Gulgee
was remembered
Wednesday on the occasion
of his birth anniversary.

Born on October 25,
1926 in Peshawar, he was a
qualified engineer in the
U.S. and self-taught
abstract painter

and portrait painter.
Before 1959, as a por-
traitist, he painted the
entire Afghan royal family.
Initially, he went to Aligarh
University to study civil
engineering before heading
off to USA for continuing
his higher education.
Gulgee started to paint
while acquiring his training
as an engineer in the United
States at Columbia
University and then
Harvard. His first exhibi-
tion was held in 1950.

Gulgee was a gifted and
consummately skilled nat-
uralistic portrait painter.
He was perhaps best
known worldwide for his
abstract work, which was
inspired by Islamic callig-
raphy and was also influ-
enced by the "action paint-
ing" movement of the
1950s and 1960s. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Parliament’s proactive
mechanisms to address pub-
lic priorities, especially the
needs of masses, vulnerable
classes and youth day is
imperative to improve
country’s standing on inter-
national democratic index.

This was stated by
Shahida Rehmani, former
Member Nationanal
Assembly (MNA) and
Secretary General Women
Parliamentary Caucuses,
while speaking at the cer-
tificate award ceremony of
2nd National Training of
Trainers on Parliamentary
Studies at the Pakistan
Institute for Parliamentary
Services  on Wednesday.

She reiterated that
reforms to immediately
enhance performance of
legislatures was required so
that they meet up public
expectations on dire chal-
lenges of poverty, unem-
ployment and inflation. 

She eulogized the
remarkable initiative of
Pakistan Institute of
Parliamentary Services
(PIPS) in organizing this
nation-wide ToT with
galaxy of university profes-
sors teaching courses in
parliamentary studies. 

Senator Farhat Ullah
Babar complimented the
PIPS efforts in commenc-
ing and consolidating the
Parliamentary Studies ini-
tiative that had helped
introduce courses in 20 uni-
versities around the coun-
try. PIPS has played an

imperative role of connect-
ing people and the
Parliament. 

Senator Mushtaq Ahmed
highlighted that effective
working of the Parliament
always kept the executive
in check so that it delivers
to the people on state-
responsibilities.  

The PIPS with the sup-
port of EU-Mustehkam
Parlimaan Project and GIZ
organized three-day 2nd
National Training of
Trainers (ToT) Workshop
on Parliamentary Studies
attended by around 55 par-
ticipants including 40 fac-
ulty members from univer-
sities around all federating
units of the country as well
as the twin cities of
Islamabad and Rawalpindi
in addition to learned
Members of Parliament and
parliamentary experts of
the country. 

Director General
(Research), Muhammad
Rashid Mafzool Zaka,
shared the three key pro-
gram objectives to set the
context of the 3-day
national ToT. He informed
that since the start of par-
liamentary studies in
2015, the PIPS had suc-
cessfully held 70 orienta-
tion sessions, one national
ToT in 2017, provided
internships to over 250
students, supervised
researches on Parliament,
produced over 1800
research papers and
organized an international
conference with more than

11,000 youth across the
country discussing
“Parliament, Constitution
and State Building.” 

In this context, he shared
that this advanced level 2nd
National ToT on
Parliamentary Studies for
Faculty members and par-
liamentary experts, endeav-
ours: 

i.To review, promote and
consolidate the teaching of
parliamentary studies
courses in social science
and law degrees in
Pakistan; 

ii.The National ToT will
encourage faculty to super-
vise Research thesis and
papers on various aspects
of the working of
Parliament;

iii.ToT will help consoli-
date a Network of MPs,
academicians and parlia-
mentary experts all over the
country who can inculcate
the democratic values of
“we agree to disagree,” and
“unity of diversity,” as
envisioned by the Quaid e
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah as the founding
father of Pakistan.

iv.The ToT has been
designed in a way that it
will enable faculty mem-
bers to contribute in reit-
erating inclusivity, nation-
al cohesion and responsi-
ble citizenship amongst
our youth. 

v.ToT will streamline the
promotion of courses on
parliamentary studies in
universities and law
schools.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways is all set to
upgrade and commercialize
the Victoria-era Rawalpindi
Railway Station aimed at
facilitating the passengers and
making it the business hub,
considering its location in the
centre of business activities.

“The Railway Station is
built a century ago in a British
style, the value addition to
station and its surroundings
would make it commercially
viable and would generate
significant revenues for all
the stakeholders involved”,
an official in the Ministry told
APP. He said the upgradation
was already decided in a

meeting that reviewed the
upgradation as well as com-
mercialization plan of
Rawalpindi Railway Station,
and observed that the railway
stations will remain important
commercial hub in the future,
earning substantial revenue
and generating economic
opportunities at a large scale.
The official said that besides
improving passenger facilita-
tion, the redeveloping of
Rawalpindi Railway Station
can become a business hub.

As per the plan, he said
around 100-kanal space
available adjacent to Jinnah
Road (City Saddar Road)
would be commercialized,

besides uplifting the railway
station. However, the
Victorian-era building depict-
ing ‘Indo-Saracenic’ archi-
tecture will remain intact. He
said the main purpose of the
plan is to redevelop the
Rawalpindi Railway Station
as a business hub and multi-
model network; expanding
platforms and creating sepa-
rate cargo platforms; bring-
ing inside the retail space;
service apartments and
motels; connecting it to all
transport services; ensuring
energy as well as water effi-
ciency and commercially and
financially viable interven-
tions on the adjacent land.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Islamabad Capital
Police have taken robust measures to bol-
ster security arrangements in the high-
security zone and ensure effective meas-
ures around important buildings.

The diligent efforts of the Islamabad
Capital Police teams in the high-security
zone have been instrumental in ensuring
the safety and security of crucial hearings
in the superior courts.

Under the guidance of senior police
officers, police spokesman said that all
personnel on duty have been instructed to
prioritize the security of vital government
offices, superior courts, and embassies sit-
uated within the high-security zone.

Furthermore, strict adherence to duty
protocols has been emphasized, with all
officers and personnel urged to display
unwavering commitment in maintaining
peace and security. Any form of negli-
gence or complacency during duty hours is
strictly prohibited.

Islamabad Capital Police is resolutely
implementing all necessary measures to
safeguard the lives and property of the cit-
izens. Any disruptions to public peace will
be dealt with firmly and swiftly. Citizens
are earnestly requested to collaborate with
the police by promptly reporting any sus-
picious activities or items to their respec-
tive police station or by contacting the
emergency helpline "Pucar-15."

Meranwhile, In a concerted effort to
tackle pending cases and bolster law
enforcement, the Islamabad Police,
under the guidance of the City Police
Officer, initiated a comprehensive ten-
day campaign that yielded commendable
outcomes. During the campaign period,
the focus was on expediting pending
cases, ensuring the completion of prose-
cutions, and the successful apprehension
of wanted criminals, showcasing the
department's commitment to maintain-
ing law and order.

PR all set to upgrade
Rawalpindi Railway Station

Parliament's proactive
response on public 

priorities imperative to
raise democratic index

SLAMABAD: Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Tourism Syed Wasi Ahmad Fatimi meeting with
Director General Ministry of Foreign Affairs and IT Professionals at PTDC Head Office.

ISLAMABAD: Ms. Mushaal Hussein Mullickin a group photograph with students during Mefil-e-Milad
in connection with Eid Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH) at Roots International Schools and Colleges.

Police ensuring enhanced security
measures in high-security zone

'World AIDS Day' to be
observed with full zeal

MD NBF invites neighbour countries
to open cultural book corners

Residents welcome CDA’s
user-friendly service



Moscow to stay in touch

KABUL (Pajhwok): Moscow will contin-
ue to stay in touch with Beijing, Tehran
and Islamabad on Afghanistan, says a sen-
ior Russian diplomat. The Russian presi-
dential envoy for Afghanistan said: “There
are no plans for such (contacts) with exact
dates in the near future.” Zamir Kabulov,
however, indicated his country remain in
contact with the regional quartet. “But we
have no concrete dates,” Zamir Kabulov
told TASS.

Baghlan man freed

PUL-I-KHUMRI (Pajhwok): Security forces
have rescued a 75-year-old man from confine-
ment at the hands of his sons in Pul-i-khumri,
the capital of northern Baghlan province.
Police spokesman Maulvi Sher Ahmad
Burhani said the elderly man, Syed Gul, had
been chained in his house by his sons in the
Hussainkhel village of Pul-i-khumri. He said
the man, around 75 years-old, was rescued on
Tuesday, had been kept in confinement by his
sons for the last 15 months.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

Rabi-us-Sanni 09, 1445 — Thursday, October 26, 2023

The Frontier Post

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Today, the cold winter
winds have arrived, causing
a frail elderly woman to
shiver as she bears the
weight of her suffering
daily, with the wear and
tear of her life’s journey
behind her.

She is an elderly, deli-
cate woman who shoulders
the responsibility of her
family all alone. Amidst the
other challenges of life, her
greatest fear is the arrival of
the winter season. She
often says, “If hunger does-
n’t kill us, the cold certain-
ly will.

As the winter season
approaches, the concerns of
the impoverished segment

of society grow increasing-
ly severe, and 50-year-old
Reza Gul is among those
who consider winter a “life-
threatening disaster” for the
poor.

Reza Gul, just a few
days before the rise of the
Taliban, had become a
refugee in Kabul from
Herat due to the war. The
passage of time and her dis-
placement without proper
shelter have gradually
pushed her towards a slow
and agonizing death.

Signs of destitution man-
ifest in every corner of this
family’s four walls: signs of
illness, despair, and the
hardships brought by the
advent of the Taliban

administration in
Afghanistan. She sits in a
cold room, narrating the
highs and lows of her life.
The lines and wrinkles on
her forehead bear witness
to the hardships and injus-
tices that have unfairly bur-
dened her.

Mohsen, Reza Gul’s
husband, cannot work due
to his advancing age and
the loss of physical abili-
ties. This has led Reza Gul
to take matters into her own
hands. She uses a handcart
to sell various plastic items
in the city and the market.

Reza Gul lives with her
sick husband and two chil-
dren. Parviz, her eleven-
year-old son, is battling

stomach cancer, and his
condition deteriorates daily.
His illness has prevented
him from attending school,
and he works as a porter
with a handcart, earning 50
Afghanis a day.

Reza Gul says that
Parviz’s illness is worsen-
ing every day. He loses
weight daily, and doctors
have diagnosed his condi-
tion as cancer. The lack of
financial means and access
to healthcare facilities has
made Parviz vulnerable to
the disease, and his mother
watches as her son takes
steps closer to death each
day.

Parviz says, “When I
come home from outside, I

wish we had good food. We
could have lived well. We
could have had a good
home.” Parviz last had a
proper meal at one of their
relatives’ homes, and it has
been at least three months
since then.

A young girl in tattered
clothes is visible on the
other side of these four
walls. They call her
Parveen. She is the
youngest member of the
family and the only one
with an education. While
her eyes are filled with
tears, she expresses her
wish for a life like others,
having a home where they
could sleep peacefully
without the fear of winter,

rain, and the ceiling col-
lapsing.

The four walls, devoid of
doors and windows, where
Reza Gul and her family
live, have been entrusted to
them by a man, according
to him, as a form of charity
for a specified period.
Previously, these four walls
were used to shelter ani-
mals like sheep and cows,
but now they serve as a
refuge for Reza Gul. The
allotted time for living in
these four walls is until the
end of the winter season.

Reza Gul says, “When
the sky becomes cloudy,
my fear starts because our
room lacks doors and win-
dows. Rainwater easily

enters the room, and my lit-
tle daughter and I throw the
water outside with a bucket
and flatten the rugs and
mattresses again.”

She says that after dis-
placement and life’s hard-
ships, she couldn’t provide
household items like rugs,
mattresses, and blankets for
herself.

Reza Gul continues, “If
we had shelter, we wouldn’t
need to worry day and night
about covering the gaps,
cracks, and holes in the roof
of these four walls without
doors and windows. I could
go to sleep with peace of
mind.”

Reza Gul, who is in a
dire economic situation

with her family, appeals for
help from humanitarian
organizations. She says,
“We don’t have enough
food to eat, and we don’t
have wood or coal to heat
our home. My sick husband
needs warm air, but our
house is cold. My children
eat in the cold every night. I
don’t have the means to
treat my son, who has can-
cer, and every day, he gets
closer to death, and there’s
nothing I can do. I can only
watch, and I can do nothing
for my son.”

Reza Gul says that if
their life continues this
way, the cold weather will
eventually lead to the death
of her and her family.

NEW YORK (Agencies):
Afghanistan ranks worst of
177 countries in terms of
the status of women,
according to this year’s
Women, Peace and Security
(WPS) index released
Tuesday in New York.

The WPS Index is pub-
lished by Georgetown

University’s Institute for
Women, Peace and Security
(GIWPS) and the Centre on
Gender, Peace and Security
at the Peace Research
Institute Oslo (PRIO).

It draws on recognized
data sources to measure
women’s inclusion, justice
and security in 177 coun-

tries. The WPS Index uses
13 indicators to measure
women’s status, ranging
from education and emplo-
yment to laws and organ-
ized violence, PRIO said.

Denmark leads the 2023
rankings as the top country
to be a woman, scoring
more than three times high-

er than Afghanistan at the
bottom. Yemen ranks sec-
ond lowest and the Central
African Republic is third in
the global listing.

The United States ranks
37th this year, scoring sim-
ilarly to Slovenia, Bulgaria
and Taiwan in the second
quintile.

“Since 2021, Afghan-
istan has ranked the worst
in the world to be a woman.
Afghan women wake up
each day to no jobs, no edu-
cation and no autonomy
over their lives. This report
should serve as a wakeup
call to world leaders that all
Afghanistan’s women are
imprisoned,” said Torunn
L. Tryggestad, Director of
the Peace Research
Institute Oslo’s Centre for
Gender, Peace and Security.

This comes as the IEA
has repeatedly said that it is
committed to ensuring
women’s rights according
to Sharia.

KABUL (Agencies): In a
meeting with the United
Nations Special Coor-
dinator for Afghanistan,
officials at Da Afghanistan
Bank (DAB) demanded the
release of the country’s for-
eign exchange reserves and
said that due to the prob-
lems of the Afghan people,
the restrictions imposed on
the country’s banking sec-
tor should be removed.

Hedayatullah Badri, act-
ing chief of DAB, met and
discussed some financial
and banking issues with
Feridun Sinirlioglu, the
special coordinator of the
United Nations for
Afghanistan affairs, the
bank said in a statement.

Badri said that DAB is
looking for better relations
with all the financial and
banking institutions of the
world in the light of interna-
tional laws and regulations.

He asked the special
coordinator of the United
Nations to present a real
report of the developments

in Afghanistan to the inter-
national community so that
the international communi-
ty can get real information
about the developments in
Afghanistan.

Also, in the meeting,
Director General of the
Governor’s Office
Department, Sediqullah
Khalid, referring to the

restrictions imposed on the
banking sector, provided
detailed information about
the developments in the
banking sector to the UN
special coordinator, saying
that due to the problems of
the people of Afghanistan,
the restrictions should be
removed on this sector.

Khalid called the coun-

try’s foreign exchange
reserves the right of the
Afghan people and point-
ed out that blocking these
reserves affects the
Afghan people. He expr-
essed hope that the inter-
national community would
take effective steps in this
regard for the benefit of
the Afghan people.

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Norwegian Refugee Council’s coun-
try director for Afghanistan has called
for the world to diplomatically
engage with Afghanistan.

Speaking in an exclusive interview
with TOLOnews, Neil Turner said
that the ties are important for deliver-
ing humanitarian aid to needy
Afghans for the reconstruction of the
country. “The Norwegian Refugee
Council is a humanitarian, impartial
and independent organization. I don’t
think that we have an opinion on
recognition, what we are calling for is
diplomatic engagement, so we need
to make sure that there is some future
with the support of the wider interna-
tional community for Afghanistan
and that ought to be possible. We
need to have diplomatic representa-
tion within Afghanistan, there are
many embassies that are here, but we
need more,” said Neil Turner, NRC’s
country director for Afghanistan.

The country director said that cur-
rent limitations on Afghan women
and girls will harm the future of the
country he urged a change in the poli-
cies. “We are obviously calling for
those [limitations on women] to be
lifted, one is the education system
where women and girls are not
allowed to proceed to secondary
school or university. That is very
damaging for the future of

Afghanistan because where are the
nurses and the doctors other profes-
sionals going to come from if you are
excluding half the population from
higher education? So obviously there
needs to be a change in that policy,”
said Neil Turner, NRC’s country
director for Afghanistan. Norwegian
Refugee Council’s country director
for Afghanistan stressed the need for
better planning for Afghanistan and a
regional mechanism for resolving the
problems of Afghan refugees settled
in the neighboring countries.

Neil Turner has too criticized the

forced repatriation of Afghan
refugees from Pakistan and added
that return should be voluntary.

“We have to make sure we have
job facilities for people who want to
stay in their former settlements... and
also those who want to return maybe
to the place of origin which they may
not been to for many years but they
are also able to return... return should
be voluntary and based on the inter-
national law so that people are not
forced to return if they don’t want
to,” said Neil Turner, NRC’s country
director for Afghanistan.

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
World Food Program
reported more than $21
million in aid from the
European Union to
Afghanistan will be distrib-
uted to needy people in
Afghanistan.

“The United Nations
World Food Programme
(WFP) in Afghanistan wel-
comes a humanitarian aid
contribution over
US$21.6?million from the
European Union. This con-
tribution will help WFP
reach a planned 21 million
vulnerable, food-insecure
people across the country.”
report said.

But in the corner of
Kabul city, Shir Zaman, 62,
said he has received 3,000
afs in aid once in the past
two years and complains
about what he sees as a
reduction in humanitarian
aid to Afghanistan.

“I have not received help
so far. I go daily from morn-
ing to night and buy bread
whatever I get, the rest of
the money is spent on rent
until I get home,” Shir
Zaman told TOLOnews.

The Ministry of
Economy asked institutions
and other countries to con-
tinue supporting the Afghan
people and to invest in the

development sector of the
country.

“With the coming of
winter, the people of
Afghanistan need help and
the international communi-
ty has to pay attention to
this issue and our demand
is that the aid should not be
only humanitarian, devel-
opment programs should
also be in hand,” said
Abdul Latif Nazari, Deputy
Minister of Economy.

“If this aid is distributed
fairly and honestly, it will
solve the problems of the
people for a while,” said
Qutbuddin, an economic
analyst.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Bakht Rahman Sharafat,
the director of the Afgh-
anistan Railway Authority,
went to Russia as the head
of a delegation to attract
investment and participate
in the “Astrakhan Intern-
ational” meeting.

The spokesperson of the
Afghanistan Railway
Authority said that the head
of the department will give
a speech at the meeting
about Afghanistan’s rail-
way projects.

“The Afghanistan
Railway Authority expects
that the meeting will be
beneficial in the develop-
ment of railways in
Afghanistan and will satis-
fy international financial
and monetary organiza-
tions, countries, and busi-

nessmen to invest in Afgh-
anistan’s railway projects,”
said Abdul Sami Durani,
spokesman of the ARA.

Meanwhile, the Ministry
of Economy considers the
implementation of railway
projects in the country to
be beneficial for the devel-
opment of the country’s
economy.

“The Khawaf-Herat rail-
way project plays an impor-
tant role in the transfer of
goods and the creation of
facilities between Afgha-
nistan and Iran, and if the
project is developed, it can
play a very important role
in the export of our goods
in the region,” said Abdul
Latif Nazari, deputy of the
Economy Ministry.

Some investment ana-
lysts said that investing in

the development of rail-
ways in Afghanistan is ben-
eficial for the country’s
economy.

“Afghanistan is surround-
ed by land, the construction
of railways can make the
country’s foreign trade
flourish and have a positive
effect on the country’s econ-
omy,” said Abdul Zahur
Mudabir, an economist.

Based on the informa-
tion of the Afghanistan
Railway Authority, the
Astrakhan International”
meeting will be held for
two days, and the delega-
tion of the Islamic Emirate
is trying to encourage the
participants of the meeting
to invest in railway projects
in the country, in order to
connect the countries thro-
ugh the Afghan railway.

Iran expelling
illegal Afghan
migrants, not
anti-Afghan

TEHRAN (Khaama Press):
While Afghan citizens are
being expelled from Iran,
the Iranian Minister of
Interior Affairs has clari-
fied in a recent statement
that addressing illegal
immigrants entering the
country doesn’t imply
being against Afghans.

Ahmad Vahidi, the
Iranian Minister of Interior
Affairs, has stated in a
press briefing that Afghan
immigrants who have
entered Iran without proper
legal documentation should
promptly depart from the
country.

He has stated that in the
past month alone, approxi-
mately 200,000 Afghan
migrants who had entered
the Islamic Republic of
Iran illegally have been
returned to Afghanistan.

Mr. Vahidi emphasized
the need for a more robust
judicial mechanism to deal
with individuals who are
repatriated and return.

On the other hand, the
Iranian Minister of Interior
Affairs stressed that the
expulsion of Afghan citi-
zens from Iran is unrelated
to the water issue between
Iran and Afghanistan.

These remarks come as
Afghanistan has witnessed
a recent surge in the forced
return of Afghan migrants
from Iran and Pakistan.

The Pakistani Ministry
of Interior has given
migrants without legal doc-
umentation until November
1st to leave the country.
Pakistan has warned that if
these migrants do not
depart by the specified
date, they will be forcibly
deported, and their proper-
ties and businesses will be
seized.

Meanwhile, the Mini-
stry of Refugees and
Repatriation of Afgha-
nistan announced that over
8,000 Afghan migrants
have been forcibly repatri-
ated from Iran and Pakistan
in recent days.

KABUL (Agencies): The
Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in
Afghanistan, Richard Ben-
nett, said that Afghanistan
is facing a convergence of
challenges, including a
deteriorating human rights
situation.

He said in a report to the
UN General Assembly this
was due to the Islamic
Emirates repressive poli-
cies and practices, a culture
of impunity, an ongoing
humanitarian and economic
crisis, recent deadly earth-
quakes, and the possibility
of massive involuntary
returns [from Pakistan], all
of which require urgent
action to avoid further suf-
fering and potential insta-
bility in the country and the
region.

He said: “A grave pic-
ture has emerged, provid-
ing a glimpse of what may
lie ahead for the human
rights of many Afghans,

particularly women and
girls, and also for other
groups including human
rights defenders, journal-
ists, ethnic and linguistic
minorities, LGBTI persons,
persons with disabilities,
former government offi-
cials and military and secu-
rity personnel.”

He also said the recent
earthquakes had severely
affected already vulnerable
communities in Herat, and
urged the international
community to provide
needed assistance.

The expert stressed the
need to resume the educa-
tion of girls beyond the
sixth grade and women’s
tertiary education, noting
that the IEA had repeatedly
stated that the suspension
was temporary.

“The Taliban’s (IEA)
actions may amount to gen-
der persecution,” Bennett
said. “Systematic discrimi-
nation, oppression and seg-

regation of women and
girls require further exami-
nation of the evolving phe-
nomenon of ‘gender
apartheid.”

However, the Islamic
Emirate has repeatedly said
that international institu-
tions do not reflect the true
image of Afghanistan,
especially when it comes to
human rights, they rely
more on propaganda.

“We are a war-torn coun-
try, there were no economic
resources, and we are try-

ing to revive the economic
resources so that they can
be created in order to elim-
inate the poverty and hard-
ship of the people.” In this
regard, we don’t sit quietly
and work day and night, but
unfortunately, these organi-
zations always focus on the
negative points instead of
the positive points in pub-
lishing their reports, and
which is devoid of truth,”
said Zabihullah Mujahid,
the spokesman of the
Islamic Emirate.

Story of an Afghan woman who said, ‘if hunger doesn’t kill us, cold will’

WFP: EU’s $21m to
aid Afghans in need

Railway authority
head visits Russia

Afghanistan ranks last in global
index on women’s status

Restrictions imposed on
banking sector be lifted

Richard Bennett reports to UNGA:
Afghanistan facing many challenges

NRC Country Director calls for
world’s engagement with Kabul
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi addressing the 12th All Pakistan Camp of Pakistan Girl Guides
Association.

MUMBAI (Reuters): India
will resume some visa serv-
ices in Canada with effect
from Oct. 26, its High
Commission said on
Wednesday, in a move that
could reduce tensions caused
by the murder of a Sikh sep-
aratist leader in Canada.

India last month suspend-
ed new visas for Canadians

and asked Canada to reduce
its diplomatic presence after
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau cited what he said
was credible evidence of a
potential link between Indian
agents and the murder of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a
Canadian citizen, in a
Vancouver suburb in June.
Canada subsequently with-

drew 41 diplomats. India
denies any connection to the
shooting. On Wednesday, the
Indian High Commission
said it had decided to resume
issuing some categories of
visas after reviewing the
security situation and taking
into account recent
Canadian measures, which it
did not enumerate. 

Syed Adnan

PESHAWAR: In a startling
revelation, it has come to
light that the government's
social media teams, operat-
ing under the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
regime, have been actively
involved in propagating mis-
leading narratives. Through
official social media
accounts, a deliberate
attempt was made on May
9th to inflame emotions
among workers and the gen-
eral public, inciting them to
attack military installations.

Documents indicate a
staggering budget allocation
of 870 million PKR in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's
budget for this particular
project. Shockingly, these

funds were utilized to fuel
divisive propaganda through
the social media teams.
These teams were specifical-
ly instructed to spread con-
demnatory messages amid
the annual developmental
program. What makes this
revelation even more alarm-
ing is the blatant misuse of
social media platforms for
political gains, propaganda
campaigns, and disseminat-
ing false information. 

The employees involved
in these government-spon-
sored social media teams
were drawing monthly
salaries ranging from 25,000
to 40,000 PKR, all funded
by taxpayers' money.

A meticulous investiga-
tion into 800 existing
accounts engaged in anti-

government propaganda was
conducted. Surprisingly,
72.5% of these accounts
exhibited no political bias
towards PTI before 2021. 

However, a significant
shift occurred after June
2022, with 86% of these
accounts aligning them-
selves with PTI's opposition.

This change in political
allegiance prompted the initi-
ation of posting PTI's narra-
tives on these 86% social
media accounts, further deep-
ening concerns about the eth-
ical implications of govern-
ment-funded misinformation
campaigns. The revelation
underscores the urgent need
for transparency, accountabil-
ity, and responsible use of
social media platforms in the
country's political landscape.

India to resume some visa
services in Canada

ISLAMABAD (NNI): The
Supreme Court of Pakistan
Wednesday threw out the
petition filed by the Army
Housing Directorate
against the Sindh High
Court’s (SHC) order of
stopping construction of a
multi-storey building in
Askari-IV, Karachi, saying
it was inadmissible for
hearing.

A three-member bench
of the apex court, headed
by Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Justice Qazi Faez Isa,
heard the directorate’s peti-
tion. Raising objections to
the petition, the SC asked
as to what was the legal sta-
tus of the directorate. “Is
anywhere in the constitu-
tion, Rules of Business
1983, or in any other law
there is any information
about the subject?” the CJP
asked. He said that since

the directorate had no legal
status, it could not file a
petition. “The directorate is
neither a corporation nor a
welfare organization,” he
remarked.

When, he went on to say,
neither the law nor the con-
stitution recognized it, then
how could it file a plea?

“If the directorate is an
aggrieved party, it can file
the petition, and that too
through the federal govern-
ment,” CJP Isa said,
adding, “In this case, the
directorate has made the
federal government and
others respondents.”

He wondered whether in
this case the federal gov-
ernment had filed the peti-
tion against itself.   

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Advocate Abid Zuberi
said it was the presidential
order of 1982 under which

the Directorate was estab-
lished. The chief justice
asked Zuberi where in the
order reference had been
made to the constitution.
“Read article 245, and tell
us what does it say?”
Justice Athar Minallah
asked Zuberi.

Reading out the article,
the lawyer said that under
it the armed forces, on the
order of the federal gov-
ernment, were bound to
defend the country from
aggression. Justice
Minallah remarked this
showed that the armed
forces had no other busi-
ness except what was laid
down in the article. CJP
Isa asked Zuberi being a
senior lawyer, how he
deemed it appropriate to
defend an organization,
which did not have any
constitutional status. 

SC rejects Army Housing
Dte’s plea as inadmissible

NEW YORK (NNI): At a tense UN
Security Council meeting on
Tuesday, Pakistan reiterated its
strong condemnation of Israeli air
strikes and military action in Gaza,
warning that further massive civil-
ian casualties in the Palestinian
enclave could trigger a 'wider and
more dangerous' conflict.

“Pakistan calls for an immediate
and unconditional ceasefire,”
Ambassador Munir Akram said dur-
ing a 15-member Council’s high-lev-
eldebate on the ongoing conflict
between Israel and Palestine.

“Continuation of the Israeli cam-
paign in the Gaza will lead to further
massive civilian casualties and could
trigger a wider and more dangerous
conflict,” the Pakistani envoy told the
meeting addressed by a total of 86
speakers from countries and regional
groups – including more than twenty
ministers – that pushed the conflict to
the centre of world geopolitics.

In his speech to the Security
Council, Ambassador Akram con-
veyed Pakistan’s full support and soli-
darity with Palestinian brothers and
sisters in these tragic and challenging
times. Israel’s relentless and indiscrim-
inate bombardment of Gaza over the
last 17 days has killed more than 5,800
people and injured another 16,000, the
Pakistani envoy said, 'strongly and
unequivocally' condemning Israel’s
airstrikes and military actions in Gaza,
particularly attacks on schools, resi-
dential buildings and hospitals.

“These Israeli attacks on civilians,
civilian objects and infrastructure,
blockade of water, food and fuel as
well as the forced transfer of people
from the occupied territory, are fla-
grant violations of international
humanitarian law and amount to war
crimes,” he said, adding those
responsible for these atrocity crimes

must be held accountable.
Ambassador Akram regretted the

Security Council has been unable to
issue a call for a ceasefire. "In this
regard, a heavy responsibility rests on
those who contribute to the prolonga-
tion of this conflict," he said.

"Last week, the Security Council
failed to adopt two previous draft reso-
lutions addressing the escalation in the
Middle East. The first from Russia
calling for an immediate ceasefire,
failed to get enough votes, while a
Brazilian draft was vetoed by the
United States. Although it called for
humanitarian pauses for aid access, the
US determined objected to the fact it
did not mention Israel’s right to self-
defence. “Any attempt to create a false
equivalence between Israel, the occu-
pying power, and the Palestinians, the
victims of this occupation, is untenable
– legally, morally and politically,” the
Pakistani envoy said.

The displacement of the Palestinian
population of Gaza violated internation-
al humanitarian law, he said, demanding
that the Council must reject Israel’s
attempts to displace the Gazans, within
or outside Gaza. Under international
law, he said, the struggle of people liv-
ing under foreign occupation for self-
determination and national liberation is
legitimate and cannot be equated with
terrorism. “It is the suppression of this
struggle, which is illegal,” the Pakistani
envoy said, pointing out that throughout
history, colonial powers have portrayed
national liberation movements as terror-
ism. “Some in this council have offered
protection to their allies who are
oppressing occupied peoples in
Palestine or Kashmir,” he said.

“Under the UN Charter, States
have the right of self-defence against
attacks on their sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. Yet, a State, which is
in forcible occupation of a foreign

territory, cannot invoke the ‘right to
self-defence’ against those whose ter-
ritory it has illegally occupied,”
Ambassador Akram.

“The perpetuation of Israeli occu-
pation will not bring peace to the
Holy Land. Durable peace will
emerge from the internationally
agreed two-state solution and from
the creation of a secure, viable, con-
tiguous, and sovereign state of
Palestine on the basis of thepre-June
1967 borders, with Al-Quds Al-Sharif
as its capital.” During the day-long
debate, most speakers voiced alarm at
the worsening humanitarian situation
in Gaza, stressing the need for water,
fuel and medicine to enter the
besieged enclave. Many delegates
underscored the urgent need to avoid
a regional conflagration and to
recommit to a two-state solution.

The speakers, however, varied in
emphasis, with some full-throatedly
asserting Israel’s right to defend itself
against an existential terror threat,
while others deplored the blockade
and the seemingly indiscriminate
nature of the strikes and called for
international law to be respected.

Riad Al-Maliki, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the State of
Palestine, urged the Council and the
international community to put an
end to the ongoing massacres perpe-
trated by the occupying Power,
Israel, against the Palestinian civil-
ian population. “The Security
Council has a duty to stop them.
Continued failure at this council is
inexcusable,” he emphasized, call-
ing on the 15-member organ to call
for a ceasefire, secure humanitarian
access in all parts of Gaza, end the
forced displacement, provide inter-
national protection for the
Palestinian people, and achieve jus-
tice through accountability. 

Pakistan asks UN to hold Israel
accountable for war crimes in Gaza

BISHKEK (APP): Caretaker Foreign
Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani on
Wednesday called on President of
Kyrgyzstan Sadyr Zhaparov, and
exchanged views on the current state
and prospects of Kyrgyz-Pakistani
bilateral cooperation.

The meeting took place on the
sidelines of the 22nd meeting of the
Council of Heads of Government
(CHG) of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization being held in Bishkek.

On Thursday, Pakistan will assume
the Chair of CHG SCO.

The meeting will be attended by
the heads of government of China,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, vice-pres-
ident of Iran, and foreign ministers of
Pakistan and India. SCO observer

states namely Belarus and Mongolia
as well as guest state Turkmenistan
will also attend the meeting.

In a post on the social media plat-
form 'X', Foreign Minister Jilani said
that in the meeting, he conveyed
warm greetings of the Pakistan lead-
ership and people. 

Both sides expressed a mutual
desire to build stronger economic,
political, and educational relations. 

The Kyrgyz leader noted that
Pakistan occupied an important
place in the system of international
and regional relations, and
Kyrgyzstan was interested in
developing cooperation in bilateral
and multilateral formats, according
to Kabar, the national news agency
of Kyrgyzstan.

He emphasized great opportunities
for increasing the volume of mutual
trade between the countries.

In this context, Zhaparov
expressed interest in diversification
of export-import positions with
Pakistan, and active work with
Pakistani investors on promising
projects. Jalil Abbas Jilani con-
veyed warm words of greetings to
the Kyrgyz head of state from
President Arif Alvi and Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar. He expressed Pakistan's
readiness to further establish rela-
tions between the two countries in
all spheres of mutual interest.
Foreign Minister Jilani extended an
invitation to Sadyr Zhaparov to
visit Pakistan.

FM Jilani, Kyrgyz president discuss
strengthening multiple bilateral ties

Court issues
perpetual arrest
warrants for 10

PTI leaders
ISLAMABAD (NNI): An
anti-terrorism court (ATC)
in Islamabad on
Wednesday issued perpetu-
al arrest warrants for 10
PTI leaders, including
Murad Saeed, Omar Ayub
Khan and Ali Amin
Gandapur, in the Judicial
Complex attack case.

Judge Abual Hasnat
Zulqarnain issued warrants
for the PTI leaders for not
appearing in the court
despite having been repeat-
edly issued summons.  

Others whose warrants
were issued were: Shibli
Faraz, Farrukh Habib,
Hammad Azhar, Ali
Nawaz Awan, Hassaan
Khan Niazi, Umar Sultan
and Colonel (r)
Muhammad Asim. The
judge said that since all
of them had been
declared proclaimed
offenders (POs), they
should be arrested when-
ever and wherever police
found them.   

On the other hand, PTI
leader Tayyaba Raja filed a
petition in the Lahore High
Court (LHC) on
Wednesday, seeking details
of the cases she was nomi-
nated in. She made the fed-
eral government, the
Punjab government, DG
FIA and IG Police respon-
dents in her petition. 

Court issues 
non-bailable arrest
warrants for Gill

ISLAMABAD (NNI): A
court in Islamabad on
Wednesday for the second
time issued non-bailable
arrest warrants for PTI stal-
wart Shahbaz Gill in the
case of inciting people to
rebellion. However, citing
the Supreme Court of
Pakistan order, Additional
Sessions Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra said that the apex
court had directed that trial
against Imad Yousaf, a co-
accused in the case, be
brought to a close.

Sipra ordered the SHO
to arrest and produce Gill
in the court whenever and
wherever he was seen.

49 PIA flights
cancelled amid
financial crunch
KARACHI (NNI): The
payment of Rs70 million to
the Pakistan State Oil
(PSO) failed to produce
desired results for the
Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) as another
49 flights of the airline
were cancelled on
Wednesday. Karachi-
Lahore flights PK-302, PK-
303, PK-304 and PK-305
were cancelled.

Similarly, Karachi to
Faisalabad flights PK-340,
PK-341, Karachi-
Islamabad flights PK-368,
PK-369, Karachi-Gwadar
flights PK-503, PK-504,
Karachi to Multan flights
PK-330 and PK-331 were
cancelled. Likewise
Islamabad to Sharjah flights
PK-181 and PK-182,
Islamabad to Dubai flights
PK-233, PK-211 and PK-
234, Islamabad to Gilgit
flights PK-601, PK-602,
PK-605 and PK-606,
Islamabad to Riyadh flights
PK-753, PK-754 were also
cancelled. Similarly,
Islamabad to Skardu flights
PK-451 and PK-452,
Islamabad to Sukkur flights
PK-631 and PK-632,
Islamabad to Abu Dhabi
flights PK-261 and PK-262,
and Islamabad to Damam
flight PK-246 were also
cancelled. Lahore to Dubai
flights PK-235, PK-203 and
PK-204, Lahore to Jeddah
flight PK-759 and Abu
Dhabi to Lahore flight PK-
264 were also cancelled.

Sialkot to Sharjah flights
PK-209, PK-210, Sialkot to
Masqat flights PK-281,
PK-282 and Dubai-Sialkot
flight PK-180 failed to take
off either. Likewise
Peshawar to Dubai flights
PK-283, PK-284, Peshawar
to Sharjah flights PK-257
and PK-258 and Abu Dhabi
to Peshawar flight PK-218
were also cancelled. PK-
224 flight from Dubai to
Faisalabad, PK-293 flight
from Multan to Sharjah and
Dubai to Multan flight PK-
222 were also cancelled.

ISLAMABAD: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in a group photo
with party senior members after meeting.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad Azam
Khan has said that the provincial govern-
ment will always welcome foreign invest-
ment for the development of the province
and wellbeing of its people; and will
extend all possible support to foreign
investors willing to invest here. He has
said that since the province has suffered a
lot due to regional issues prevailing for the
last so many decades, and as such it needs
more and more investment specially in the
field of Science & Technology and
Information Technology; and there is a lot
of scope for foreign investment in these
sectors in the province adding that the
overall environment for foreign invest-
ment is also condusive in the province.

He was talking to a delegation of US-
based private investor firms who called on
him here on Wednesday and discussed
with him matters related to investment in
various sectors in the province. Caretaker
Provincial Minister for ST & IT, Dr.

Najeebullah and other relevant authorities
were also present on the occasion.

It was informed on the occasion that
TRAM- a US-based investment firm has
agreed to invest in a fund worth 100 mil-
lion US dollar for the development and
growth of startups and growing compa-
nies in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; and an
MoU to this effect has already been
signed between the department of ST &
IT and TRAM.

It was further told that the investment
will be deployed across a range of sectors
including Information Technology, Fin-
Tech, Bio-Tech and Artificial Intelligence.
Similarly, the department of ST&IT has
inked an MoU with another US- based
company-TINGO with the aim of rolling
out its proven business model in the
region, and accelerate digital transforma-
tion; it was further told and added that,
through the MoU, both the parties are
committed to collaborating on various ini-
tiatives that will enhance digital infrastruc-
ture, foster entrepreneurship, and promote
technology-driven solutions.

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr
Arif Alvi on Wednesday emphasized
that for the future of the country,
free, fair and credible elections
should be held in which all the polit-
ical parties be given a level-playing
field to contest. 

In an interview with a private Tv
(Geo News) talk show, the president
said different quarters were talking
about ensuring level-playing field
to all the political parties in the
country. He said the basic norm
should be the democracy and all the
political leaders should be given
equal opportunities to contest the
upcoming elections. 

To a question, the president
maintained that he had condemned
9th May incidents as he was
always against such acts of dam-
aged and destruction. To another
query, he said that the constitution
provided that a president might
continue in the office till election
of his successor and as the elec-
toral requirement could not be met
in the absence of assemblies, so
leaving his office in vacuum was
not good for him. In the parlia-
mentary system, changes could
take place to governments, he said
adding, in the past, unconstitution-
al elements had derailed the demo-
cratic system in the country. 

The president expressed that
despite difficult times, the country
was moving on the path to democ-
racy and there was a path to move
forward. Appreciating former pre-
mier Benazir Bhutto, the president
recollected that during 2001 when
he was arrested and sent to jail, he

was told by the jail authorities that
contrary to dictatorship era, the
environment in jails had been
changed under the PPP government. 

He said credit should be given to
the PPP as a political party that was
the standard bearer of democracy and
women’s rights. 

The president also lauded former
president Asif Ali Zardari for raising
the slogan of ‘Pakistan Khappay’. To
a question, the president said the peo-
ple had the confidence in the superior
courts and appreciated incumbent
Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice Qazi
Faez Isa as ‘highly respectable per-
sonality’, adding that the CJP had
unified the court. 

The nation had great expectations
from Justice Qazi Faez Isa, he said
and expressed the optimism that the
CJP would deliver. The president also
reiterated that he had not sent refer-
ence against Justice Isa, as he had
received it from the office of former
prime minister who also maintained
that he was not willing to send it.
Elaborating his viewpoint, the presi-
dent said that the democratic system
in the country was continuing but
there was always a danger from a
lobby that had been working to proj-
ect that the democratic system in the
country had failed. 

“There is need to unite the country.
Pardoning and forbearing are the
qualities that can build nations,” he
added. In the religion of Islam, he
said, consultation and public opinion
were given due importance and with
regard to the democratic system, the
Islamic traditions were marvelous, he
opined. About holding of elections in

the country, the president said that the
matter was subjudice before the
courts that would decide the issue.
President Alvi termed the number of
out of school children, mental health,
malnutrition and stunting issues as
the grave ones which could not be
resolved if they continued their polit-
ical wrangling. 

The president reiterated that two-
state was the only solution to
Palestine issue, adding on March 23,
1943 two resolutions were passed,
one for Pakistan and other for
Palestine. Pakistan pursued a policy
over Palestine as pronounced by its
founder Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, he maintained. 

Feeling immense grief over a
video clip showing a Palestinian
child, identifying the bodies of his
parents, the president decried it as
huge cruelty to the Palestinian people
and stressed that no one could accept
such inhuman acts. The president said
in the Islamic teachings, sanctity was
accorded to a human life. 

To a query, he replied that on
September 13, he had sent a letter to
the Election Commission of Pakistan
for holding of elections in the country
and suggestion to consult the superior
judiciary over the issue. He said that
election law was changed under an
amendment and signed by the acting
president when he proceeded to Hajj.
The president further said that the
caretaker law minister and the rele-
vant caretaker provincial ministers
were of the opinion that the President
had no mandate to give a date for
holding of the elections in the country
after the amendment.

President stresses upon
holding of free, fair,

credible elections

Exposure of government
sponsored propaganda

unveils disturbing realities

Provincial gov’t always welcome
foreign investment: KP CM


