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FM mees Kyrgyz President

BISHKEK (INP): Pakistan and Kyrg-
ystan have expressed a mutual desire to
build stronger economic, political, and
educational relations. Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani called on President of
Kyrgyzstan Sadyr Zhaparov in Bishkek.
The Kyrgyz President said Kyrgyzstan is
interested in developing cooperation in
bilateral and multilateral formats. He
emphasized great opportunities for
increasing the volume of mutual trade.

@thefrontierpost First national English daily published from Peshawar, Islamabad, Lahore, Quetta, Karachi and Washington D.C

QUETTA: Residents of
Pakistan’s southwestern
Chaman city located on the
Afghanistan border contin-
ued their sit-in protest for the
sixth consecutive day on
Thursday, demanding the
government reverse a new
passport and visa policy
which is due to be imple-
mented from Nov. 1 at the
border crossing.

The protest, which kicked
off on Saturday at the
Chaman border, took place
in the wake of the Pakistani
government’s move to tight-
en its travel policy for citi-
zens of all neighboring
countries, following deadly
attacks in the country’s
northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and
southwestern Balochistan
provinces earlier this year.

Pakistan shares a 2,600-
kilometer porous border
with Afghanistan which lies
through KP and Balochistan.
The Chaman border cross-
ing is one of the key border
crossings between the two
countries. Since Pakistan’s
independence from British
India, Islamabad has been
practicing a relaxed travel
policy for residents living in
border towns on either side.
But the Pakistani govern-
ment has lately announced a
strict policy that allows only
the residents of Chaman and
Kandahar province in
Afghanistan to cross the bor-
der by showing their proof
of residence.

The rest of the citizens
from both countries are
required to show passports
and visas to travel across the
border. After Nov. 1, travel
across the border crossing
would only be allowed on
valid passports and visas,
even for residents of
Chaman and Kandahar.
“Thousands regularly travel
to business markets in
Afghanistan’s Spin Boldak
town situated in Kandahar

for business purposes and
return to Chaman in the
evening with a meager
amount for their families,”
Shahzada Qasim, a local
businessman, told Arab
News at the protest.

Qasim, 39, has been tak-
ing part in the sit-in protest
from day one at the protest
camp set up on one of the
key highways leading to the
Pakistan-Afghanistan bor-
der. The protest attracted
huge numbers on Thursday
with the participation of
local businesspersons, tribal
elders and members of polit-
ical parties.

Qasim feared the govern-
ment’s new passport and
visa policy decision would
force thousands in Chaman
to migrate to other cities.
Balochistan Information
Minister Jan Achakzai trav-
eled to Chaman on
Wednesday to hold a dia-
logue with protesters.
However, talks between the
two sides ended inconclu-
sively as protesters remained
adamant on demanding the
new policy be reversed.

“We have completed
three rounds of negotia-
tions with protesters but
the talks were not fruitful,”
Achakzai told Arab News.
“The government is ready
to accept their feasible
demands but the one-docu-
ment regime policy will
not be compromised at any
cost after the given dead-
line.” He said a large Jirga
[tribal council] meeting
was held today, Thursday,
which was also attended

by the country’s senior
civil and military leader-
ship.

“The government is ready
to facilitate Chaman’s local
residents with economic
opportunities and facilities at
the National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA) and passport cen-
ters,” Achakzai said.
Meanwhile, Chaman’s busi-
nessmen closed their shops
in protest against the pro-
posed visa policy and
marched toward the deputy
commissioner’s office.

“A strict bio-metric sys-
tem is already in place
between Kandahar and
Quetta, everyone who cross-
es through the border gets
scanned in the government’s
data management system,”
Hajji Sadiq Achakzai, presi-
dent of the Chaman Traders
Union, told Arab News over
the phone. “The Pakistani
government should have
taken into confidence the
local residents of Chaman
before announcing this deci-
sion.”

He warned that if the gov-
ernment did not reverse its
decision, protesters would
march on to the Friendship
Gate located at the Chaman
border and erect a “new”
protest camp there.
Caretaker Interior Minister
Sarfraz Bugti has clarified
that the government would
not target Afghans after the
Nov. 1 deadline, but all
undocumented immigrants
in the country would be
forcibly repatriated. — Arab
News

Pakistan visa policy for foreigners

Residents in Balochistan
continue protest at border

ISLAMABAD: US
Ambassador to Pakistan
Donald Blome called on
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Thursday to discuss the
“safe and efficient” pro-
cessing of Afghans eligible
for resettlement to the US,
a statement from the US
Mission’s spokesperson in
Pakistan said.

The development takes
place as Pakistan’s Nov. 1
deadline for illegal immi-
grants in the country to
leave or face deportation
looms closer. Islamabad
announced the decision ear-
lier this month following a
spike in militant attacks
predominantly attributed to
Afghan nationals.

Among the Afghan
nationals in Pakistan facing
deportation are some who
have been declared eligible
by Washington to be resettled
in the US. These Afghans
collaborated with the US and
its allies prior to 2021.

“US Ambassador
Donald Blome met today
with Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwar-ul-Haq

Kakar to discuss a broad
range of critical bilateral
issues,” a statement by the
US Mission Spokesperson
Jonathan Lalley said.
“Including the safe and
efficient processing of
Afghan citizens eligible for
resettlement to the United
States, upcoming national
elections, and regional
issues.”

Once close allies,
Islamabad’s and
Washington’s ties deterio-
rated steadily over the
years mostly due to US
concerns about Pakistan’s
alleged support of the
Taliban in Afghanistan.
Islamabad vehemently
denied sheltering the

Taliban in sanctuaries,
something Washington
always regarded with sus-
picion. Ties between the
two countries strained fur-
ther when former prime
minister Imran Khan
accused Washington of col-
luding with Pakistan’s for-
mer army chief and his
political rivals to oust him
from office in what he
called was a “foreign con-
spiracy.” The allegations
were denied by Khan’s
political rivals, the army
and Washington. During
former prime minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s govern-
ment, Pakistan made
efforts to warm up to the
US. — Arab News

Bloome meets PM, discuss
Afghans repatriation

GAZA: The Palestinian health min-
istry in Gaza has warned of a “health
catastrophe” in the besieged enclave
and said Israeli forces are “deliberate-
ly” maintaining the collapse of hospi-
tals across the enclave. “We warn of a
health catastrophe as a result of hos-
pitals turning into shelter centres,
housing tens of thousands of dis-
placed people in unsanitary condi-
tions that have caused the spread of
epidemics and infectious diseases,”
the ministry said in a statement, Al
Jazeera reports.

The Palestinian health ministry has
said that at least 7,028 people have
been killed in Gaza by Israeli strikes
since Oct 7, AFP reports. Some 2,913
children and 1,709 women are among
the dead — marking the highest num-
ber of war fatalities in Gaza since
2005.

It called on “all parties” to adopt
immediate measures to salvage what
is left of the healthcare system, and
urged neighbouring Egypt to open the
Rafah border crossing for medical aid
and fuel. Palestinian writer Mariam
Barghouti has described the situation
in Gaza as “madness”.

“There are children with worms
growing out of their wounds because
nothing is operational. All of it
bombed and depleted of life. No
water. No electricity. No fuel,” she
said in a post on X. Iran’s Foreign
Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian
has warned that if Israel’s retaliation
against Hamas in the Gaza Strip does-
n’t end then the United States will
“not be spared from this fire.” “I say

Gaza death toll from
Israeli bombardment

crosses 7,000
Gaza ministry warns of ‘health catastrophe’;

calls on Egypt to open Rafah crossing

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Co-
urt (IHC) on Thu-
rsday restored Pa-
kistan Muslim Lea-
gue-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz
Sharif’s pleas against
accountability courts’
conviction verdicts in
the Avenfield and Al-
Azizia cases. Nawaz, who
has been in self-imposed
exile since 2019, left for
London in the middle of his
seven-year jail term on
medical grounds. The elder
Sharif returned to Pakistan
on October 21.

IHC Chief Justice
Justice Aamer Farooq and
Justice Gul Hassan
Aurangzeb announced the
verdict on Nawaz Sharif’s
pleas against his conviction
in Al-Azizia and Avenfield
cases. The former prime
minister reached the
Islamabad High Court in
strict security. PML-N
President Shehbaz Sharif,

Khawaja Asif, Ishaq Dar,
Azam Nazeer Tarar, Parvez
Rasheed, Marriyum
Aurangzeb and others are
accompanying the former
prime minister in the court-
room. In his arguments
before the IHC, the NAB
Prosecutor said appeals
were filed against the ver-
dict of the accountability
court in the Avenfield and
Al-Azizia cases.

The pleas once filed can-
not be withdrawn and a
decision on them has to be
made on merit, the NAB
prosecutor said. “As per
law the appeals have to be
decided on merit,” the

NAB prosecutor said
and added the graft-
buster body has no
objection if the
appeals are accepted.
After being asked by
the court NAB prose-
cutor said he would
give arguments on
pleas if they are
restored. Advocate
Amjad Parvez in his
arguments before the

IHC two-member bench
said the court in its verdict
of acquitting Maryam
Nawaz from the Avenfield
case, remarked that NAB
failed to establish any link
of Avenfield with Nawaz
Sharif.

The IHC after hearing
arguments from both sides
has reserved a verdict on
the pleas of the former
prime minister. The former
three-time prime minister is
currently on protective bail
in Avenfield and Al-Azizia
cases. Nawaz Sharif was
convicted by accountability
courts in Avenfield and Al-
Azizia references.

IHC restores Nawaz’s pleas

No possibility
of vote 

postponement,
says ECP

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Ele-
ction Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has emphati-
cally denied any potential
delay in the election, empha-
sizing that the Commission
has already stated its position
on this issue.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, an ECP spokesperson
clarified that the impression
of election postponement
had been sparked by com-
ments made by the President
during an interview on a pri-
vate channel last Wednesday,
which hinted at the possibili-
ty of delaying the election.
The spokesman stated that,
as per the election action
plan, all the necessary prepa-
rations by the Election
Commission have been con-
cluded, and the election
schedule will be revealed
after the Constituencies are
formally published.

There is no uncertainty in
this regard. The initial phase
of delimitation has conclud-
ed, and the second phase
involving objection submis-
sions will finish by Friday,
October 27, 2023.
Furthermore, the Election
Commission will commence
the review of objections
related to preliminary con-
stituencies on October 30/31
and by November 30, 2023,
the final list of constituencies
will be officially released.

ECP directs PM to issue
notice to ministers influ-
encing general elections:
The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Thursday
has directed the Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaarul
Haq Kakar to issue a notice
to federal ministers those
who allegedly influencing
the forthcoming general
elections.

A five-member bench of
the ECP, headed by the Chief
Election Commissioner,
heard the case related to the
influence of federal minis-
ters on the general elections.
The Additional Advocate
General appeared before the
bench and said that the ECP
had not given notice to the
relevant parties. The ECP
adjourned the next hearing
of the case till Tuesday and
directed the Caretaker Prime
Minister to issue a notice to
all federal ministers on the
matter.

The ECP's directive
comes after several reports
of federal ministers using
their official positions to
influence the general elec-
tions. In recent weeks, there
have been reports of federal
ministers inaugurating
development projects,
announcing new schemes,
and transferring government
officials in their constituen-
cies in the lead-up to the
elections. The ECP has
warned that it will take strict
action against any federal
minister found to be influ-
encing the general elections.
The commission has also
directed the Caretaker Prime
Minister to ensure that all
federal ministers comply
with the ECP's code of con-
duct for elections.

PTI top
brass meets
JUI-F chief

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: In a twist of
events, a delegation compris-
ing Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf's (PTI) top leadership
met Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI-F) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman on Thursday, with
the approval of party chair-
man Imran Khan.

For years now, Imran has
targeted Fazl — and vice
versa — and both are consid-
ered arch-foes. Fazl's party
was also part of the coalition
government and helped
remove Imran from power
last year.

Talking to journalists after
the meeting in Islamabad,
PTI's senior leader Asad
Qaiser said: "Everyone,
including the PTI chairman,
had approved of this meet-
ing." "Today, we came to
offer our condolences [over
the demise of Fazl's mother-
in-law], this is our culture.
We did not discuss politics in
the meeting," said Qaiser
who is a staunch supporter of
Imran and a former speaker
of the National Assembly.
From PTI's side, Qaiser, Ali
Muhammad Khan, Barrister
Muhammad Ali Khan Saif,
and Junair Akbar partook in
the meeting.

Silence of international community
over Gaza ‘embarrassing’: Erdogan

ANKARA (Reuters): Turkiye’s President Tayyip Erdogan has told Pope
Francis in a phone call that Israel’s attacks on Gaza amounted to a mas-
sacre and that the international community’s ensuing silence was “embar-
rassing,” the presidency said. In the call, Erdogan said that all countries
must raise their voice against the humanitarian crisis in the region, accord-
ing to a statement by the Turkish presidency. The call took place in the
morning, following a request made by Erdogan, a Vatican spokesman said
in a note. “The Pope expressed his pain for what is happening and reiterat-
ed the position of the Holy See, hoping that the two-state solution can be
reached as well as recognising a special status for the city of Jerusalem “
the spokesman added. Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan has said that
Western countries are not adhering to international law in Gaza because the
“blood spilled is Muslims’ blood,” adding that Israeli attacks on Gaza are
“barbaric,” Reuters reports.(Continued on Back Page)
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LAHORE: A motorcyclist purchasing safety helmet from roadside vendor in Provincial Capital. 

LAHORE (APP):
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman has extended
heartfelt felicitations to
the brotherly people of the
Republic of Kazakhstan
on the occasion of 31st
Republic Day of the coun-
try. Speaking at a ceremo-
ny to mark 31st Republic
Day of Kazakhstan at the
Al Hamra Hall here on
Thursday, he said
Kazakhstan is a resilient
and independent nation,
adding that transformation
of Kazakhstan as dynamic
economic and regional
power is recognised
throughout the region and
beyond. 

Governor Punjab
Muhammad Baligur
Rehman said people of the
two countries share com-

mon historical, cultural
and religious ties. He
hailed the role of Kazakh
Ambassador in fostering
the brotherly ties between
the two countries.

He further said that due
to the efforts of the
Kazakh Ambassador to
Pakistan, Pakistan and
Kazakhstan are now oper-
ating direct flights through
the operations of SCAT
Airlines, which will
increase our trade and
increase relations between
the people. 

He said that Kazakhstan
is blessed with the largest
oil reserves in the Central
Asian region and can
serve as an energy hub.
He said that it is gratify-
ing to share that
Kazakhstan is our largest
trading partner in Central

Asia, and the exchange of
trade delegations between
the two countries will def-
initely strengthen our
bilateral economic rela-
tions. The Governor
Punjab said idea of estab-
lishing Kazakhstan House
in Lahore and the inaugu-
ration of Pakistan House
in Kazakhstan is an
important step towards
wider links and trade.

Governor Muhammad
Balighur Rehman said citi-
zens in Palestine, especially
children, are suffering, and
it is a human tragedy. All
countries of the world
should come forward to
stop atrocities on
Palestinians. Similarly, in
occupied Kashmir, the
Kashmiri people are vic-
tims of brutality and repres-
sion by the Indian forces.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The 7th edi-
tion of Media Cricket
League will begin today
(Friday). The league is a
regular feature of Peshawar
Press Club’s sports activi-
ties and is organized annu-
ally with the support of
Rehman Medical Institute.

On Thursday, kits for all
16 teams were unveiled
during a ceremont at
Peshawar Press Club in
which RMI Media Manager
Shabbir Shah, PPC
President Arshad Aziz
Malik, General Secretary
Irfan Musa Zai Press Club
Ex-President M Riaz,
Senior Journalist Amjad
Aziz Malik, Bilal Afridi,
Sports Writers Association
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

President Asim Shiraz,
Chairman of the Sports
Committee Zafar Iqbal,
members of the Organizing
Committee and senior jour-
nalists including captains
and players of the teams
participating in the tourna-

ment participated.
On this occasion, RMI

Media Manager Shabir
Shah and Bilal Afridi while
addressing the event said
that it is very important to
organize such healthy
activities for the journalists

who are performing their
duties in tough conditions.

Addressing the event,
Peshawar Press Club
President Arshad Aziz
Malik, General Secretary
Irfan Musazai and senior
journalist Amjad Aziz
Malik said that organizing a
cricket league for journal-
ists on a regular basis is
need of the hour. Arshad
Aziz Malik thanked the
RMI administration and
said that RMI has fully sup-
ported Peshawar Press Club
in every sports event. Later
kits were distributed among
the captains of the teams.

Total of 16 teams are
divided into four groups. Top
two teams from each group
will enter the next round
after which top four teams
will enter the semi-finals.

LAHORE (APP):
Ambassador of the
Republic of Poland to
Pakistan Maciej Pisarski
said on Thursday it was
time to move beyond tradi-
tional areas of cooperation
between Pakistan and
Poland and enhance collab-
oration in technological
solutions for fighting com-
mon challenges like the cli-
mate change.

Talking to the APP on
the sidelines of the
International Conference
on ‘The Future of
Sustainability: Water-Food-
Environment & Energy
Nexus’ at the Expo Centre
here, he said the world
today faces multiple chal-
lenges and these challenges
relate to climate change,
growing strain on water and
limiting access to good
quality water, adding that
these technological
advances, offered by the
Polish firms during the con-
ference, could make huge
difference in the lives of
individuals and, similarly,

might enhance bilateral col-
laboration.

The conference was part
of the three- day
'International Pakistan
Exhibition on Water and
Energy', during which a
large number of interna-
tional and local organisa-
tions displayed their tech-
nologically innovative
equipment for water and
sanitation solutions. Chief
Executive Officer Punjab
Aab-e-Pak Authority Syed
Zahid Aziz visited a num-
ber of stalls as a guest of
honour. 

“Poland and Pakistan
celebrate 65th anniversary
of diplomatic relations this
year and it is high time that
we move beyond our tradi-
tional areas of cooperation.
Yes, we cherish our
achievements in the past,
but we need to move
beyond for the common
good,” the envoy stressed.

In his message to the
Pakistani friends,
Ambassador Maciej
Pisarski said Poland is a

friend of yours, adding that
peoples in both countries
cherish their traditions,
family values, history and
freedom, and both coun-
tries might offer each other
great support and coopera-
tion.

Earlier, the Polish envoy
conducted a conference on
the future of sustainability
during which the representa-
tives from various technolo-
gy firms from Poland like
Symbionia, Nanoseen and
Meliorex connected with the
Pakistani businesses, engi-
neers, academics and tech-
nocrats online and intro-
duced their technologies,
which could help Pakistan
fight water scarcity, frequent
natural disasters, glacial
impacts, lack of access to
clean drinking water, and
agricultural impacts of cli-
mate change. The firms also
offered cheapest eco-friendly
desalination technology
while the nano-technologists
claimed solving many of the
challenges facing humanity
and the planet.

LAHORE (APP): Inspector General
Police Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar chaired a
meeting to review the performance of the
Tahaffuz Markaz at the Central Police
Office here on Thursday.

DSP Saddar Jhelum Mian Abdul jabbar,
in-charge protection center and victim
support officers informed the IGP about
the performance of Tahaffuz Markaz.

The IG Punjab met the staff of Police
Tahaffuz Markaz Jhelum, the citizens,
children and transgenders who got assis-
tance and cooperation from the Markaz.
Children and citizens thanked IG Punjab
for the special initiative of cooperation.

The in-charge Tahaffuz Markaz Jhelum
while giving a briefing to IG Punjab said that
Tahaffuz Markaz has provided relief to 1096
citizens by solving their problems since its
inception. Tahaffuz Markaz helped 48 trans-
genders, 07 special persons with mental and
physical disabilities, rehabilitated 32 drug
addicts and reunited 12 missing children with
their parents. Tahaffuz Markaz signed MOUs
with 8 different NGOs, sheltered 48 homeless
people in Old People's Home, provided free
legal aid to several citizens from District Bar
Jhelum, and shifted women suffering from
various problems to Darul Aman. Thirteen
transgenders and women were registered in
the Benazir Income Support Program,
referred 47 people to different police stations
and solved crime related problems, 316 vul-
nerable persons were registered, 5 transgen-
ders were assisted in getting driving licenses.
Tahaffuz Markaz has established help desks
in all police stations of Jhelum district to assist
transgenders, he added.

The IG Punjab appreciated the perform-
ance of Tahaffuz Markaz Jhelum and
directed to further increase the scope of
service delivery.

He said that Tahaffuz Markaz should

make networking with other public and
private institutions more effective and pro-
vide social security to more citizens
through its platform.

Punjab Police arrest two POs from
airport: On the directions of Inspector
General Police Punjab, Dr. Usman Anwar,
police teams are conducting a crackdown
to arrest dangerous proclaimed offenders
inside and outside the country.

In continuation of which two dangerous
proclaimed offenders who were trying to
escape abroad after the murders have been
arrested from the airport with the effective
coordination of Punjab Police with FIA.

As per details, Ahsan Ishaq, the pro-
claimed offender, had killed a citizen in
the limits of Cantt Gujranwala police sta-
tion on September 29 last month. Another
proclaimed offender, Amir Shahzad,
attacked and killed a citizen in Alipur
Chatta area of Gujranwala on 16th May
2023. The Punjab Police had included the
details of both proclaimed offenders in the
Provisional Identification List and contin-
ued the follow-ups for arrest. Both pro-
claimed offenders were arrested at the air-
port while trying to escape abroad. The
accused are being handed over to the
police of the respective district.

IG Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar congratu-
lated the team of Special Operation Cell
Gujranwala for the arrest of A category dan-
gerous proclaimed offenders. He said that
the proclaimed offenders should be severe-
ly punished by completing the legal proce-
dures soon. He directed that the crackdown
against dangerous proclaimed offenders
involved in murder, robbery and kidnap-
ping should be intensified and regular infor-
mation sharing with FIA, Interpol and other
departments should be ensured to arrest
more proclaimed offenders.

UVAS 
convocation to
be held on 23rd
LAHORE (APP): The 14th
convocation of the
University of Veterinary
and Animal Sciences
(UVAS) Lahore has been
scheduled to be held on
November 23 at the City
Campus here. 

Chancellor/Governor
Punjab Muhammad
Balighur Rehman will pre-
side over the convocation. 

Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Nasim Ahmad chaired a
meeting of the conveners
and secretaries of subcom-
mittees and reviewed
preparations for the convo-
cation. The conveners of
sub-committees briefed the
meeting on the working of
their respective commit-
tees. A full dress rehearsal
for the convocation will be
arranged at City Campus
on November 22.

5 dead, 1,208
injured in 

road accidents
LAHORE (APP): At least
five persons were killed
and 1,208 others injured in
road accidents in Punjab
during the last 24 hours. 

As many as 600 people
with serious injuries were
shifted to different hospi-
tals, while 608 with minor
injuries were treated at the
incident site by rescue
medical teams.

The data analysis
showed those 584 drivers,
37 underage drivers, 161
pedestrians, and 468 pas-
sengers were among the
victims of road accidents.
The statistics show that 252
accidents were reported in
Lahore, which affected 281
persons, placing the
provincial capital at top of
the list, followed by 90 in
Faisalabad with 89 victims,
and at third Multan with 81
accidents and 75 victims.

According to the data,
990 motorbikes, 82 auto-
rickshaws, 111 motorcars,
15 vans, 11 passenger buses,
24 trucks and 100 other
types of vehicles and slow-
moving carts were involved
in these road accidents.

SMIU organizes Pink
Ribbon Youth

Awareness Programme
KARACHI (APP): Health
experts have said that mil-
lions of cases of breast can-
cer are reported in the
media annually, but there is
a lack of awareness about
this disease in Pakistani
society. They stressed on
the importance of regular
checkups for the early diag-
nosis of breast cancer.

These views were
expressed at the "Pink
Ribbon Youth Awareness
Program" organized by the
Directorate of Students
Affairs of Sindh Madressatul
Islam University (SMIU) on
Thursday in collaboration
with the Pakistan Olympic
Association (POA), Women
and Sports Commission,
Colgate Palmolive Pakistan,
and Syed Foundation.

General and Breast
Surgeon at SUIT Dr. Usra
Pervaiz said that breast
cancer can be prevented if
diagnosed in the early
stage. She emphasized the
need for regular checkups
for early diagnosis of this
dangerous disease and
urged male members of the
family to support their
female members in their
regular checkups. She also
shed light on various exam-
ination methods for the
detection of breast cancer
and highlighted present
treatment methods. 

Governor Punjab felicitates on
31st Republic Day of Kazakhstan

IG Punjab reviews performance
of Tahaffuz Markaz 7th Edition of PPC Media

Cricket League to begin today

LAHORE (APP): Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi visited the
Ghora Chowk Defence Morr flyover proj-
ect early in the  morning, accompanied by
Information Minister Amir Mir and IG
Police Dr Usman Anwar.

During the inspection, the Chief
Minister expressed his appreciation for
the workers, shaking hands with those
who had been laboring since dawn. He
congratulated them and encouraged
them to persist with diligence and
enthusiasm. He inspected the ongoing
tasks, focusing on the progress of the

flyover pillars. He observed the finish-
ing touches being applied. Expressing
his satisfaction, the Chief Minister com-
mented on the continuous efforts invest-
ed in the project, noting that work was
consistently progressing from night
until the early hours of the morning.

Highlighting the significance of expe-
diting the project, CM Naqvi emphasized
the need to accelerate the pace of work. He
directed to aim for the prompt completion
of this infrastructural initiative, underscor-
ing the importance of timely progress in
this key project.

CM inspects
Ghora Chowk
flyover project

Polish envoy stresses
technology sharing to
fight climate change

PHA utilizing
all available
resources to

uplift city parks
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Director General (DG),
Parks and Horticulture
Authority (PHA)
Rawalpindi, Ahmad
Hassan Ranjha here on
Thursday said that the
authority was utilizing
all available resources to
make the city clean and
green and uplift 
the parks. 

Talking to APP he
informed that the authori-
ties concerned had been
directed to complete
ongoing renovation and
beautification work of all
the parks within the short-
est possible time frame. 

The DG said that
efforts were also being
made to repair faulty
lights, swings and walk-
ing tracks besides
improving the security of
the parks. 

The PHA officers had
also been instructed to
utilize all available
resources to ensure the
provision of the best
recreational facilities to
the public in all the parks
of the town, he added. 

Name Correction

M
y correct name is
Romaisa Jan
while mistakenly

written in my educational
documents as Romaisa
please make the required
correction in it as Romaisa
Jan D/o Lal Jan
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F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE), in part-
nership with the Research for
Social Transformation &
Advancement (RASTA) pro-
gram and the Pakistan
Society of Development
Economists (PSDE), is proud
to announce the second
Economy Festival -
EconFest, scheduled to take
place tomorrow on October
28th and 29th, 2023 at the
Pak - China Friendship
Centre in Islamabad.

Following the tremendous
success of the inaugural
event, held in Lahore this
past March, PIDE is once
again set to bring together
leading economists, public
policy experts, practitioners,
professionals, academicians,
and influential figures from

various fields to address
Pakistan's pressing economic
challenges. The inaugural
EconFest in Lahore was cele-
brated as a resounding suc-
cess, and tomorrow's event in
Islamabad promises to build
on this achievement.

According to the Press
Release issued from the
PIDE office here on
Thursday, EconFest will
have no registration fee, and
there is no requirement for
registration; it is open to all.
The Institute, with its rich tra-
dition of convening experts
to tackle the intricate chal-
lenges faced by our nation,
offers a unique opportunity
for the broader public to
engage directly with the gen-
uine issues impacting our
country. It serves as a plat-
form for concerned citizens
to engage in meaningful dia-
logues with experts from

diverse backgrounds.
PIDE promises an amaz-

ing experience with 33
esteemed partners, 27 enrich-
ing sessions, over 200
experts sharing their insights,
a vibrant cultural show, a cut-
ting-edge tech exhibition, an
inclusive academic exhibi-
tion, a literary journey at the
book exhibition, excitements
at the fun zone, and delec-
table delights at the food
court. By working together,
we can attain the festival's
aims of fostering meaningful
dialogues and generating
insights into the economic
challenges facing Pakistan,
stated Vice Chancellor,
PIDE, Dr Nadeem ul Haque.
Econfest anticipates a signifi-
cant turnout of participants
from various walks of life,
making this event an ideal
opportunity for visibility, net-
working, and collaboration.

PIDE to host second 
Economy Festival - EconFest

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The adminis-
tration of Khyber Medical
College and Khyber
Teaching Hospital arranged
an internal hospital visit
with an insightful gathering
where we saw the participa-
tion of key figures includ-
ing Prof. Dr. Mahmud
Aurangzeb, Dean of
Khyber Medical College,
Dr. Muhammad Zafar
Afridi, Hospital Director,
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ayaz
Khan, Medical Director,
Professors of Medicine
Department, Prof. Dr.
Hashim-ud-Din, Prof. Dr.
Wazir Muhammad, Prof.
Dr. Jamal Uddin and
Chairman Medicine
Department Dr. Awais
Naeem, From ICU complex
Dr. Haroon, Dr. Imran, and
managerial staff.

In the light of the per-
sonal interest of the Board
of Governors, Khyber
Teaching Hospital has been
moving towards historic
developments for the past
three years, which included
a complex of 20 modular

operation theatres, newly
constructed OPD, new
wards, cath lab, including
establishment and procure-
ment of machinery and the
first 1.5 tesla MRI machine
which is first and unique
one machine in the public
sector hospitals in Pakistan.

Management, faculty,
and staff combined visited
the newly established ICU
complex and two renovated
medical wards, an ICU
complex that has surgical,
medical, and pediatric
ICUs under one roof. Dr.
Haroon and Dr. Imran, in
charge of the ICU,
informed the participants
about the entire process.
They added that it has
become an ICU complex of
international standard with
modern & latest machinery,
experienced staff, and a
clean environment.

Chairman Medicine
Department Dr. Awais
Naeem informed the partic-
ipants about the newly ren-
ovated two medical wards.
He said that bringing the
wards of 1976 to meet
modern requirements is a

very good move. He said
that the renovation work of
two medical wards was
completed in the year 2021,
and two more wards were
renovated this year. Before
each ward had 44 beds
capacity, and now it has
increased to 66 beds. He
further said that in the year
2023, about 62488 patients
have been seen in medicine
wards in which about
10656 patients have been
treated after admission.

Prof. Dr. Mahmud
Aurangzeb congratulated
Dr. Muhammad Zafar Afridi
and Medical Director Dr.
Muhammad Ayaz Khan of
Khyber Teaching Hospital
on the newly constructed
ICU complex and renovated
wards and thanked them for
their keen interest in the
construction and shifting of
wards and ICUs. He further
said that I am also very
grateful to the managerial
staff whose hard work made
Khyber Teaching Hospital is
progressing, and we all have
to work together to bring
this institution to serve the
people.

KTH admn visit newly
constructed ICU complex

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In a show of
solidarity, political parties
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
together at a consultative
workshop organized by
Blue Veins and Society for
Access to Quality
Education (SAQE), com-
mitted to uphold girls-edu-
cation reform agenda in
light of the upcoming gen-
eral elections in Pakistan. 

The workshop, held in
Peshawar, brought repre-
sentatives from Awami
National Party ANP,
Pakistan Peoples Party
PPP, Pakistan Muslim
League (PML-N), Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam, Pakistan
Tehreek- E- Insaf (P),
Jamaat-e-Islami, and
Mazdur Kisan Party into
one room to discuss the
future of education, partic-
ularly girls' education, in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
beyond.

The event was well-
attended by senior civil
society representatives and
media personnel, contribut-
ing their expert opinions on
the issue and education
reform, the status of educa-
tion in KP, and the role of
political parties in improv-
ing state of girls’ education.
The discussion underscored
the urgent need for a com-
prehensive educational
framework that prioritizes
accessibility, especially for
girls, and addresses the sys-
temic challenges within the
existing infrastructure.

Professor Ibrahim, Ex-
Senator, and Naib Ameer of
Jamaat-e-Islami empha-
sized the transformative
power of education: "Our
future stands on the brink of
change, and it is education
that will push us toward
prosperity. We must revamp
our commitment, especially
towards our girls, our poli-
cies will reflect this under-

standing as we seek to
bridge disparities."

Asif Iqbal Dawoodzai,
former Minister of
Information from JUI (F),
reiterated this sentiment,
stating, "The time has come
to move beyond token ges-
tures. Our party under-
stands the urgent need to
assimilate modern stan-
dards and inclusivity in our
educational manifesto,
ensuring that each child has
a fair chance at a promising
future."

Shazia Tehmas, Ex-MPA
and an active member of
the Pakistan Peoples Party
highlighted, "Education is
the cornerstone of social,
economic, and political
development. As we
approach the elections, our
party is deeply invested in
not just universal education
access, but also in the qual-
ity of that education. Our
girls need to walk through
school doors knowing they
are receiving the best we
can offer."

Adding a crucial per-
spective to the discussion,
Zehra Arshad, a renowned
education rights activist,
leading SAQE, "Today's
gathering of political minds
offers a beacon of hope.
However, promises must
materialize into policy. We
are watching, and we will
hold our leaders account-
able for ensuring our edu-
cation system embodies
equity, innovation, and
progress for every child in
Pakistan, regardless of gen-
der."

A Charter of Demand
was also presented to polit-
ical parties which under-
scores pressing educational
issues, spotlighting essen-
tial areas requiring immedi-
ate intervention and com-
mitment from the upcom-
ing political leadership.
The Charter crystallizes

several key demands,
emphasizing a paradigm
shift in policy-making and
implementation. These
focus on urgent measures,
including the increase in
public spending on educa-
tion, ensuring equitable
access, especially for girls
and marginalized commu-
nities, improving the quali-
ty of education and learning
outcomes, ensuring safe
and secure educational
environments, and
strengthening accountabili-
ty and reform mechanisms
in the educational gover-
nance structure.

Parties in KP to uphold
edu reforms in manifestos

F.P. Report

P E S H AWA R : K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Industries, Technical
Education and Merged
Districts Affairs Dr Aamir
Abdullah has said that the
status of tribal people has
been changed from subjects
to respectable citizens after
merger of Federally
Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) into Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.
"Now they have become
equal citizens and joined
the national mainstream of
development", he added.
However, he maintained,
the provincial government
is fully implementing the
ten-year development
action plan of the merged
districts. 

Although the federal
government is also helping
us in the mission of recon-
struction and development,
however the promise of
providing one trillion
rupees per year has not
been fulfilled, which the
Center has to fulfill as a
replacement of providing 3
percent of the resources in
the NFC award under the
action plan, he recalled.

He expressed these
views in reply to various
questions of the host Dr.
Abasin Yousafzai in
Pakhtunkhwa Radio's pro-

gram Pakhtunkhawa
Online at Peshawar. Station
Director Ghulam Hussain
Ghazi was also present on
the occasion.

Dr. Amir Abdullah
admitted that before the
merger, the people of erst-
while FATA were treated
very discriminately and
cruelly under the FCR and
other fringe laws wherein
people were deprived of
many basic rights.
However he said now in all
the 25 tehsils of the seven
tribal districts, the process
of balanced development
has been ushered. He said
that new schools and hospi-
tals are being built and
security and administrative
matters are being improved
in merged districts.

To a question the
Minister urged the youth to
be attracted towards mod-
ern technical education in
which the real development
of the nations lies whereas
the provincial government
has made adequate provi-
sion for it, he assured. He
said that a large number of
the people is associated
with the auto industry and
vehicles maintenance in
KP, in which the mechanics
of automobiles and work-
shops are at the top, so they
should also learn the skills
of electric vehicles industry
and repair because, he said,

the future also belongs to
them. He said that for the
promotion of large indus-
tries in the province, it has
been decided to establish
new industrial estates at the
district level, in which pri-
ority will be given to indus-
tries based on local raw
materials. 

Under this policy, he
revealed that nine new
industrial zones and two
special economic zones are
also being established in
the remaining districts,
while a large industrial park
under the Small Industries
Development Board
(SIDB) is also being estab-
lished on the Indus
Highway in Peshawar for
the development of small
and cottage industries.
Similarly, he said that a
separate cell of research
and innovation has been
established in the
University of Technology
located in Nowshera under
the Industries department,
in which all modern trends
in the field of technology
are being thoroughly stud-
ied and analyzed. Dr. Aamir
Abdullah while appreciat-
ing the broadcasts of
Pakhtunkhwa Radio, called
it the proud infotainment
media channel of the
provincial government and
assured it of full support on
behalf of his ministry.

FATA merger in
KP made tribals join
national mainstream

Abdullah Malik

I
N the annals of Kashmir's tur-
bulent history, October 27,
1947, stands as a somber and

fateful day. It marks the moment
when India deployed its troops to
seize control of Kashmir, sparking
a chain of events with deep and
enduring consequences. This delves
into the historical context, the
ongoing struggle for freedom in
Occupied Kashmir, the evolving
landscape, and the intricate inter-
national dynamics that envelop this
protracted conflict. 

The roots of the Kashmir conflict
stretch back to the period leading up
to India's independence in August
1947. During this pivotal time, the
Maharaja of Kashmir entered into an
agreement with the Government of
Pakistan, pledging that the same
arrangements existing under British
rule would continue with Pakistan.
Regrettably, these promises were bro-
ken, setting the stage for enduring
disputes. The pursuit of Kashmiri
freedom has endured for over seven
decades. 

Despite facing decades of Indian
oppression, the resilient people of
Kashmir have never relinquished
their aspiration for self-determina-
tion. However, as time has passed, the
situation has grown increasingly

intricate. The year 2019 marked a
turning point when India unilaterally
altered the constitutional status of the
disputed region to fortify its illegal
occupation of the valley. Following
this move, India issued 5.41 lakh
domicile certificates, primarily to
Hindus, raising concerns about demo-
graphic shifts in the region. 

The human rights situation in
Kashmir remains dire. The presence
of 900,000 Indian soldiers in the
region since 1991 has led to wide-
spread violence and repression.
Recent estimates reveal a stark reali-
ty: 96,000 Kashmiris have fallen vic-
tim to extrajudicial killings, 162,000
individuals have been unlawfully
detained, over 25,000 have been
wounded by pellet guns, and thou-
sands of women have been widowed,
leaving children orphaned. The
Indian government's strategy includes
stifling information and communica-
tion. Since 2017, major social media
platforms have banned content relat-
ed to the Kashmiri freedom move-
ment. 

India is a global leader in internet
shutdowns, leading to significant
hardships for the local population.
The Kashmir conflict often receives
limited international attention due to
several factors. Geopolitical tensions
between major powers, especially the
United States and China, play a piv-

otal role. The U.S. views India as a
crucial ally in countering China's
ascent, resulting in diplomatic and
political support for India. In the
complex landscape of international
relations, interests often take prece-
dence. The Western world regards
India as both an economic market and
a strategic partner in countering
China's growing influence. 

This selective approach shapes
responses to issues involving India,
even when they pertain to human
rights In conclusion, the quest for
Kashmiri freedom is a protracted
narrative marked by hardships, sac-
rifices, and unwavering resolve.
While October 27, 1947, stands as a
dark and enduring day in Kashmiri
history, the hope for a brighter future
endures. 

This hope is nurtured by the
unyielding determination of the
Kashmiri people in their ongoing
struggle for self-determination and
peace. As the world grapples with
shifting power dynamics, the fate of
Kashmir continues to hang in the bal-
ance, transcending borders and res-
onating with all who champion jus-
tice and human rights. The enduring
struggle for Kashmiri freedom serves
as a stark reminder of the enduring
yearning for self-determination and
justice in an ever-evolving global
landscape.

A dark day in Kashmir’s
history: October 27, 1947

RMI hosts
breast cancer

awareness
seminar
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Rehman
Medical Institute (RMI)
hosted a vital breast cancer
awareness seminar on
Thursday, highlighting the
critical need for increased
awareness and early detec-
tion in the fight against
breast cancer.

The seminar featured
prominent healthcare profes-
sionals and experts dedicated
to addressing the prevalence
of breast cancer in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The event
was graced by the presence
of Dr. Safoora Shahid, a dis-
tinguished guest of honor,
along with several notable
participants, including CEO
RMI Shafique Ur Rahman,
Director RMI Zeba Rahman,
Dean RMI Dr. Shahzad
Bukhtiar, Professor Dr.
Abdul Wahid, Dr. Jamshed
Ali, Roohi Zahir Shah, Dr.
Amjad Ali, Prof. Dr. Mah
Munir Khan, and Dr. Anam
Khan.

Their collective expertise
and dedication highlighted
the significance of the issue
at hand. During their presen-
tations, experts underscored
the alarming lack of aware-
ness as the primary driving
force behind the increasing
incidence of breast cancer.

They shed light on the
absence of a screening sys-
tem in the underprivileged
districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, emphasizing
that this absence has con-
tributed to the continuous
rise in the number of breast
cancer cases. Experts also
stressed the utmost impor-
tance of timely screening as
a vital tool in the battle
against breast cancer. They
emphasized that breast can-
cer remains the leading
cause of death among
women, but it is treatable,
particularly if detected in its
first and second stages. They
urged the urgent need for
extensive public awareness
campaigns and the establish-
ment of screening systems to
gain control over this life-
threatening disease.

FIA arrests
illegal money
exchangers

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
on Thursday arrested three
illegal money exchangers
and recovered local and
foreign currencies from
their possession.

Three accused of
Hawala Hundi identified as
Umar, Shiraz and Jalal
Ahmad were arrested from
Swat and Abbottabad dur-
ing a grand operation.

Hamza
Foundation

hold awareness
session
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Hamza Fou-
ndation arranged awareness
session regarding tha-
lassemia at Iqra National
University (INU) while 87
students donated blood for
the patients, on Thursday.

The session focused on
causes of the diseases as
well as hurdles facing by
thalassemia patients and
their parents regularly. The
participants including of
students, faculty members
and administrative while
appreciated role of Hamza
Foundation for the
Thalassemia patients.

INU Dean and Director
Civil Work Dr. Adil Adnan,
Hamza foundation founder
Ijaz Ali Khan, Medical
Director Dr. Tariq Khan,
Dr. Shafiq Sahar and others
addressed the ceremony.
Hamza Foundation
Founder Ijaz Ali Khan paid
thanks to INU’s administra-
tion and students for donat-
ing blood.

AD&SJ
acquits alleged

murderer
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Additional
District and Session Judge
(AD&SJ) Peshawar Syed
Badshah acquitted alleged
murderer Bacha Zada over
lack of evidence.

According to prosecu-
tion, Bacha Zada had killed
Sartaj in the premises of
Tehkhal police over old
rivalry and added that the
deceased had nominated
the culprit along with his
friendly after being injured
in the firing.

The counsel Malak
Shahbaz advocate argued
that the deceased statement
is contradictory because he
has nominated a dead per-
son at the offense. The
statements of witnesses are
also self-contradictory and
they weren’t present at the
offense and requested for
the acquittal of Bacha Zada
from murder charges.
AD&SJ Peshawar Syed
Badshah acquitted alleged
murderer from charges
after conclusion of argu-
ments.

Dr. Majid
completed
Post-Doc

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Associate
Prof. Dr. Majid Suhail
Hashmi, Department of
Food Science and
Technology, The
University of Agriculture
Peshawar has completed
his post-doctorate from the
renowned educational insti-
tution, Cornell University
in the United States.

The Higher Education
Commission of Pakistan
provided funds for this
post-doctorate. Dr. Majid
Suhail conducted research
to enhance the storage life
of apples and pears.
Furthermore, Dr. Majid
Sahil Hashmi and his team
have obtained a patent for
their latest research work
on pears, aimed at extend-
ing storage life.
Government of Pakistan
has grant them a patent.

Vice-Chancellor of The
University of Agriculture
Peshawar, Prof. Dr. Jehan
Bakht, Dean, Faculty of
Nutrition Sciences, Prof.
Dr. Muhammad Ayub, and
Chairman of the
Department of Food
Science and Technology,
Prof. Dr. Said Wahab, have
extended their felicitation
to Dr. Majid Sahil Hashmi
for his achievements.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Dr. Jehan Bakht said that
Dr. Majid's patent is a mat-
ter of pride and honor for
Pakistan and especially the
University of Agriculture
Peshawar. Thanks to this
revolutionary innovation,
the scientists of the
Department of Food
Science and Technology,
University of Agriculture,
Peshawar have made their
name and that of the uni-
versity famous at the
national level.

He said that the young
faculty have more enthusi-
asm to move forward and
the ability to work, the
young faculty should work
harder, pay attention to
education and research,
adopt collective and con-
structive thinking and play
their full role in the devel-
opment of the country. He
said that the research of
Majid Sohail Hashmi will
benefit the country, the
province and the people.

PESHAWAR: Caretaker KP Chief Minister Muhammad Azam Khan chairing special meeting of
provincial cabinet.

PESHAWAR: Activists of All Pakistan CNG Association holding a protest for
acceptance of their demands in front of provincial assembly. — F.P. photo

PESHAWAR: Activists of All Government Grnd Alliance holding a protest in
favour of their demands. — F.P. photo

Illegal 
immigrants:

KP govt seeks
public help

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
has sought help from citi-
zens to identify foreigners
residing illegally in Pakistan.
A toll-free number, 1700,
has been issued for inform-
ants.

According to media
reports, officials have urged
the public to do their duty to
identify illegal aliens, with a
voluntary evacuation dead-
line set for October 31,
2023. In a separate develop-
ment, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch said that the
Afghan Interim Government
has taken the decision to
return illegal immigrants in
accordance with the law.

Baloch said that Pakistan
is in full communication
with the Afghan authorities
and that the decision was
taken for the sake of
Pakistan's security and econ-
omy.



In briefIn brief

Bara police
arrest 3 robbers

F.P. Report

BARA: In a significant
achievement, the Bara
police in Khyber district
have arrested three
members of a robber
gang and recovered a
looted amount of Rs 6.8
million from their pos-
session. DPO Khyber
told media persons at
Bara police station that
on 15th October a man
named Zabit was bring-
ing a cash amount of Rs
7.4 million to Bara in a
taxi car. The taxi, when
reached D Tour point,
six robbers riding on
three motorcycles inter-
cepted it and snatched
the amount at gunpoint
before fleeing the area.
He said the Bara police
in a prompt action
arrested three members
of the gang including its
ring leader and recov-
ered an amount of Rs
6.8 million from their
possession. The arrest-
ed robbers were identi-
fied as Rahim Gul,
Masood and Turab, res-
idents of Shalobar,
Bara. A motorcycle and
pistol used during the
robbery were also
recovered from the
gang members. The
DPO Khyber further
informed that soon after
the incident, SHO Bara,
Pardam Gul and his
team investigated sus-
pected people. He said
investigation on scien-
tific lines and intelli-
gence-based informa-
tion led to the arrest of
three main accused. The
DPO said that other
members of the gang
have also been identi-
fied and police were
working on their arrest.
He said the arrest of the
robber gang in Bara was
not less than a challenge
for the police; however,
the police did its job
with professional capa-
bilities and arrested the
robbers. It was a great
achievement for Bara
police, he added.

AGEGA
hold protests

F.P. Report

SHANGLA: All Gove-
rnment Employees
Grand Association
(AGEGA) hold protest
rally against proposed
pension reforms and
declared the policy as
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) direction,
on Thursday. The
protesting civil servants
chanted slogans against
caretaker government
and claimed that the
proposed pension
reforms would deprive
elderly people from
livelihood and treat-
ments. The protestors
claimed that they will
arrange sit-in at
Peshawar if their
demands wouldn’t ful-
filled. AGEGA chair-
man Muhammad Islam,
Hazar Hayat, Rehbar
Ali, Fazal Hadi, Sultan
Sikandar, Fazal
Ghafoor, Haji Nawab
and Akhtar Munir
addressed the protestors
while claimed that pen-
sion is economic mur-
derer of retired civil ser-
vant who served the
nation. The speakers
rejected 25% cut on
pension and added that
high inflation had
already compelled
majority of white collar
people for starvation.

Sabi Harnai 
section restored 

QUETTA (INP): The
Sabi Harnai section of
Pakistan Railways (PR)
has been restored after
almost 17 years. Syed
Mazhar Ali Shah,
Chairman and Secretary
of the Railway
Department, announced
the news on social
media on Thursday. He
said that the restoration
of the railway section
was a major achieve-
ment and would benefit
the people of the region
immensely. Caretaker
Provincial Information
Minister Balochistan
John Achakzai also con-
gratulated the people
and authorities on the
restoration of the Sabi
Harnai rail service. He
said that the resumption
of train service would
provide facilities to the
public and that it was
heartening to see the
enthusiastic response of
the locals at the railway
station.
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F.P. Report

TIMERGARA: The efforts
of the Dir Qaumi Jirga were
successful. 30 years of
enmity between the two
sides of Timergara Shagu
Kas has turned into friend-
ship. The people of the area
have been happy. In which
two people from one side
and one person from the
other side were killed. Dir
Qaumi Jirga made many
attempts to reconcile
between the parties which
finally succeeded.

It was held in which dis-
trict administration offi-
cers, Dir Qaumi Jirga and
local elders participated in
large numbers. Chairman
Sahibzada Muhammad
Yaqoob Khan, Jamaat-e-
Islami Provincial Deputy
Amir and Maulana
Muhammad Ismail, Ameer
Jamaat-e-Islami Lower Dir
Aizazul Mulk Afkari, Ex-
MPA Haji Saeed Gul,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Abdul Wali
Khan, Ex-MNA Maulana
Asadullah, President of
Anjuman Tajran Timergara
Haji Anwaruddin DSP
Syed Ahmed Khan,
General Secretary of
Jamaat-e-Islami Lower Dir
Yaqub-ur-Rehman, and the
chief of Dir Qami Pasoon
Malik Jahan Alam Khan
Yusufzai and others spoke
and said that the parties.

The Jirga was successful
in reconciling between
them due to the happiness
of the peace ceremony and
the cooperation of the par-
ties. Bitterness does not end
between the parties, he said
while paying tribute to the
Dir Qaumi Jirga that it has

resolved many disputes
including the old territorial
disputes.

Meanwhile, civil ser-
vants of Dir Payin district
have come out on the
streets against pension
reforms and deduction of
salaries. Civil servants
announced a protest sit-in
outside the Chief Minister
House Peshawar on
November 6 to get their
rights. In this regard, the
All Government
Employees Association
organized a protest in
Shaheed Chowk and the
Peshawar Chitral highway
was closed for all kinds of
traffic. 

On this occasion, the
government offices went on
a complete strike and the
teachers boycotted the
classes and shouted slogans
against the government.
Provincial Chairman
Muhammad Saleem, Agiga
Chairman Akhunzada
Ubaidullah Aptaka District
President Qazi Habibullah,
Agiga General Secretary
Muslim Khan, Teachers'
Organization Ziauddin
Etihad Teachers Haroon
Rasheed, APICA District
President Sehat Jan,Wazir
Muhammad Provincial
President of Young
Teachers, Attaur Rehman,
Principal of SAO,
Salahuddin, Aftab Alam
Khan and others while
speaking said that the gov-
ernment is exploiting gov-
ernment employees eco-
nomically by privatizing
government schools, which
is not acceptable. 

Therefore, they are
increasing the benefits, but
on the other hand, in the

name of reforming the pen-
sions of government
employees, they are cutting
their salaries. He said that
the constitution of Pakistan
has given the right to pen-
sion to government
employees, the caretaker
government does not have
the authority to terminate
pension, termination of
pension is equivalent to
economic murder of gov-
ernment employees, the
decision is not acceptable
in any case. 

Agiga leaders said that
the government is trying to
wall civil servants and is
bent on privatization of
national institutions but
will not allow this organ-
ized conspiracy to succeed,
they warned that if the gov-
ernment does not withdraw
its decision. So on
November 6, the Chief
Minister will hold a protest
sit-in outside Peshawar.

Jirga resolves 30 
old enmity in Lower Dir

F.P. Report

QUETTA: Caretaker
provincial Interior Minister
Mir Zubair Ahmad Jamali
has announced that a com-
prehensive plan has been
put in place to deal with
illegal immigrants in
Balochistan, with action to
be taken against those who
remain in the country ille-
gally from November 1.

Jamali, who was speak-
ing at a press conference in
Quetta on Thursday, said
that illegal immigrants
from all countries should
leave Pakistan before
November 1, and that the
government would provide
them with all possible
assistance to do so. He
added that the government
would be working with
NADRA to track down and
deport illegal immigrants,
and that geo-fencing would
also be used to monitor
their movements.

Jamali said that 14,000
illegal immigrants had

already voluntarily
returned to their home
countries from
Balochistan. He also said
that improving the peace
and order situation in
Balochistan was the gov-
ernment's top priority, and
that foolproof security had
been provided for BNP
Mangal's long march from
Wadh.

UNICEF holds aware-
ness session on public
health issues: "A two-day
training session was organ-
ized by the Lady Health
Worker (LHW) program
with the support of
UNICEF, focusing on pub-
lic health awareness mes-
sages and counseling cards
under the name 'Sehat ki
Dastak.'

Participants from across
the province attended the
session. A detailed session
will be delivered to master
trainers, including doctors,
Lady Health Supervisors
(LHSs), Assistant District

Coordinators (ADCs), and
provincial staff of the
LHW program.

Dr. Samiullah Kakar, the
Provincial Head of the
LHW program, expressed
gratitude to UNICEF and
the Federal ministry for
their assistance in arrang-
ing this training for master
trainers on the latest devel-
opments. He encouraged
the trainers to absorb the
training carefully and then
replicate it in their respec-
tive districts for LHWs.

These key messages
cover various public health
issues, such as the misuse
of antibiotics by the com-
munity, updated family
planning methods, and
awareness of non-commu-
nicable diseases like hyper-
tension and diabetes. The
Director-General of Health
Services urged the partici-
pants to take the training
seriously and convey these
important key messages to
the community.

14,000 illegal immigrants
voluntarily leave Balochistan

F.P. Report

GUJRANWALA: Chairperson of the
Benazir Income Support Programme
(BISP), Dr. Muhammad Amjad Saqib has
said that BISP is an exemplary social safe-
ty program serving nearly 1 crore needy
families across Pakistan. He said that
BISP is tirelessly caring for its needy ben-
eficiaries with limited resources, embody-
ing the essence of a welfare state. He
expressed these thoughts during his visit to
Jamia Masjid Mian Umar Din in
Gujranwala today, where he addressed a
gathering of dedicated BISP staff repre-
senting divisions of Gujranwala, Gujrat,
Hafizabad, and Sialkot. 

Dr. Amjad Saqib emphasized the signif-
icance of the cash assistance provided by
BISP to the needy families. This financial
aid plays a pivotal role in enabling them to
meet essential domestic expenses, invest
in their children's education, and secure
their next meal, he said. 

Chairperson BISP said that Benazir
Taleemi Wazaif initiative, which educates
the children of needy families, and the
provision of Benazir Scholarships, are two
vital pillars of BISP's commitment to
empowering the marginalized sections of
society. BISP is now placing a strong
focus on imparting technical skills to these
children, thereby equipping them with the
means to earn a livelihood and become
productive members of society, he added.

Addressing the BISP employees, Dr.
Amjad Saqib urged them to consider their
roles not merely as jobs but as acts of wor-
ship. He stressed the importance of treat-
ing women with kindness, love, and digni-
ty and said that considering any dignified
families as beggars is nothing than a big

sin. He underscored that the needy fami-
lies are often illiterate and encouraged
BISP employees to guide and facilitate
them in the best possible manner.

Dr. Amjad Saqib quoted that, "If a per-
son saves the life of another, it means he
saved the whole of humanity." He
expressed his vision for making BISP an
exemplary organization, where beneficiar-
ies are welcomed with open hearts and
respect. Dr. Saqib asserted that it is both a
religious and moral duty to treat women
with the utmost respect and dignity.

During his visit, Dr. Saqib emphasized
the importance of maintaining a clean
environment within BISP offices, provid-
ing clean drinking water, and ensuring
proper shelter and fans for women who
often wait in long queues for services.

He also sought input from BISP
employees on ways to enhance the pro-
gram's operations and services, fostering a
collaborative approach to its ongoing
development.

Furthermore, Dr. Saqib illuminated the
potential of utilizing mosques as centers
for the disbursement of stipends to BISP
families, further strengthening the bond
between the program and local communi-
ties. He also offered prayers with BISP
employees, cementing the spirit of unity
and purpose. Dr. Muhammad Amjad
Saqib's visit to Gujranwala exemplified
his dedication to the values and mission of
BISP, demonstrating a commitment to
improving the lives of countless individu-
als across Pakistan. Earlier in the morning,
he was invited as Chief Guest in Rashid
Latif University Lahore where he
addressed more than 500 students, faculty
and senior management and shared stories
of BISP with them.

BISP stands as an
ememplary social
safety program

F.P. Report

MARDAN: A citizen
named Muhammad Shafiq
found himself at the mercy
of an orchard owner after
being accused of stealing
five kilograms of lemons in
the Rustam area of Mardan.
This shocking act of vigi-
lantism made headlines
when the orchard owner,
known as Bagh Malik, cap-
tured the ordeal on video
and shared it on social
media.

According to
Muhammad Shafiq's police
report, he was apprehended
by the orchard owner after
allegedly pilfering lemons.
In a troubling turn of
events, he was tied up and
subjected to severe physical
abuse in a warehouse. This
brutal treatment left visible
injuries on various parts of
his body, causing him sig-
nificant distress.

In response to the citi-
zen's report, the police have
taken swift action. They've
not only registered a case
against the individuals
involved but have also
apprehended two suspects,
including the owner of the
lemon garden. This incident
serves as a stark reminder
that the law applies to all
citizens equally, and justice
must be served through
legal means.

The police have issued a
stern warning to the public,
emphasizing the importance
of upholding the law and
respecting due process.
When crimes are commit-
ted, it is vital to trust the
legal system and hand over

the accused to the authori-
ties rather than resorting to
vigilante actions. Those
who take the law into their
own hands will face severe
consequences.

This incident highlights
the significance of allowing
the legal system to handle
accusations of theft or any
other crime. Vigilante jus-
tice can lead to dire conse-
quences and undermines the
principles of a just and fair
society. By entrusting the
police and the legal system
to investigate and address
such issues, we ensure that
justice is served while safe-
guarding the rights and
well-being of all individu-
als, regardless of their cir-
cumstances.

The swift response by
the Mardan police in this
case underscores their com-
mitment to ensuring that
justice prevails. It sends a
clear message that no one is
above the law, and acts of
violence and vigilantism
will not be tolerated in soci-
ety. This incident serves as
a call for citizens to have
faith in the legal system and
to collaborate with law
enforcement agencies to
address criminal activities.
By doing so, we uphold the
principles of justice and
protect the rights of both
victims and the accused. In
a just society, the law, not
individuals, should be the
arbiter of justice.

Black day to be
observed: Like all over the
country Black Day is going
to be observed in Mardan
on Friday (today) against
the Indian occupation of

Kashmir. On the occasion
of Black Day, rallies are
scheduled to be held to
express solidarity with
Kashmiri Muslims and
against the Indian occupa-
tion. Relevant officials told
the main ceremony in this
regard is going to be held at
Pakhtunkhwa House. In the
event, school students will
present speeches and
tableaus regarding the free-
dom struggle of Kashmir. 

While the world will be
informed about the ongoing
Indian atrocities on
Kashmiris. Besides, they
said, that such Programs
would also be organized in
various universities, col-
leges and schools on the
occasion of Black Day.
They pointed out that on 27
October 1947 was a black
day in human history being
observed around the world
to strongly condemn the
brutality and violence
inflicted on the Kashmiri
people and to reiterate the
commitment to continue
supporting their right to
self-determination at the
moral, political and diplo-
matic levels.

AWKUM achieves
milestone: Abdul Wali
Khan University, Mardan
(AWKUM), has achieved
an unprecedented milestone
in the recently released
Times Higher Education
Ranking 2024. The officials
concerned here Thursday
told that notably,
AWKUM's Computer
Science department has
secured a remarkable rank-
ing, within the range of 401
to 500.

Citizen tied and beaten for
alleged theft from garden

Shehnaz Nawaz

S
YED Ali Shah Geelani
was symbol of Kashmir
resistance. Geelani spear-

headed Kashmir's movement
for right to self-determination
and was a staunch proponent
of merging Indian occupied
Kashmir with Pakistan.

As soon as news of his death
began to make the rounds in the
disputed Himalayan region,
authorities blocked the internet
and deployed hundreds of troops
in the main city of Srinagar to
prevent a mass funeral proces-
sion or protests against the
Indian rule. India had reasons to
be apprehensive obviously. For
decades, Geelani was the sym-

bol of popular resistance for the
Kashmiris who either want to
carve an independent country
out of the Himalayan territory or
merge with neighboring
Pakistan.

Geelani headed the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference (APHC),
an umbrella group of various
Kashmiri political and religious
groups formed in 1993 to spear-
head a movement for the
region's right to self-determina-
tion.

One of the core principles of
Syed Ali Shah Geelani's political
ideology was the right to self-
determination for the people of
Kashmir. He firmly believed that
the Kashmiri people should have
the right to decide their own des-

tiny through a free and fair
plebiscite. Geelani's advocacy
for self-determination aligned
with international norms and the
United Nations resolutions on
Kashmir, which call for a
plebiscite to determine the future
of the region. Throughout his
life, Syed Ali Shah Geelani has
been an ardent critic of Indian
rule in Kashmir. 

He has consistently opposed
what he viewed as the Indian
government's oppressive poli-
cies and military presence in the
region. His unwavering stance
had made him a symbol of
resistance against what he and
many Kashmiris saw as an
occupation. Geelani had been a
vocal advocate for human rights

in Kashmir. He had brought
attention to the alleged human
rights abuses, including extraju-
dicial killings, arbitrary deten-
tions, and torture, carried out by
Indian security forces in the
region. His efforts to shed light
on these issues earned him
respect from human rights
organizations and activists
worldwide.

Despite his staunch opposi-
tion to Indian rule, Syed Ali
Shah Geelani had in his life con-
sistently advocated for non-vio-
lence and peaceful resistance.
He believed in the power of dia-
logue and diplomacy to resolve
the Kashmir issue. Throughout
his career, he had called for
meaningful negotiations

between India, Pakistan, and the
Kashmiri leadership to find a
peaceful and just solution to the
conflict.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani's dedi-
cation to the Kashmiri cause had
not gone unnoticed on the global
stage. He received international
recognition for his efforts to
highlight the plight of the
Kashmiri people. His speeches
and writings have resonated with
audiences worldwide, garnering
support for the Kashmiri strug-
gle for self-determination.

Geelani's path had been
fraught with challenges and per-
sonal sacrifices. He faced
numerous periods of house
arrest and detention by the
Indian authorities. Despite these

hardships, he remained steadfast
in his commitment to the
Kashmiri people's cause, inspir-
ing many with his resilience.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani's life
and struggle had been defined
by his unwavering commit-
ment to the rights and self-
determination of the Kashmiri
people. His advocacy for non-
violence, human rights, and
peaceful resistance earned him
respect both within Kashmir
and on the global stage. As the
world continues to grapple
with the complex Kashmir
issue, Syed Ali Shah Geelani
remains a symbol of hope and
determination for the Kashmiri
people and their quest for self-
determination.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani: A life dedicated to Kashmir and its people

PML-N
to overcome

economic
crises: Saira

F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: Former
Federal Minister and leader
of Pakistan Muslim League
(N) Saira Afzal Tarar has
said that arrival of Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
is message of progress and
prosperity for the nation
and only Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif capable to
overcome crisis of infla-
tion, loadshedding, unem-
ployment and lawlessness
prevailed in the country.

She expressed these
views while talking to dif-
ferent delegations at district
secretariat of the PML-N.
She said that public meet-
ing of PML-N at Minare-e-
Pakistan was eye opener
for rivals political parties
and this public meeting was
demonstrator popularity of
the Mian Nawaz Sharif
among people.

She said that many peo-
ple of Hafizabad participat-
ed in the Public meeting,
which reflected that district
Hafizabad was fort of
Pakistan Muslim League
(N) and heart of the people
were beating with Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif.

Former Federal Minister
further said that Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
was completed unmatched
development projects for
upgrading living standard
of the masses during his
three tenures but unlikely
she was not given opportu-
nity to complete his consti-
tutional tenures for com-
pleting people friendly
agenda. Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif laid network
of motorways which is
backbone of economic
activities, she added.

Govt committed for
education & health facili-
ties: The Punjab govern-
ment is committed to pro-
vide better healthcare and
educational facilities to the
people at their doorsteps
and billions of rupees are
being spent execute differ-
ent development schemes
in the district Hafizabad.
This was stated by the
Deputy Commissioner
Sundas Irshad while visit-
ing ongoing development
projects including building
of District Headquarter
Hospital and University of
the Hafizabad. Deputy
Director Development
Hafizabad Tassawar Abbas,
CEO Health Dr. Umer
Sharif Rathor, Director
Colleges Azhar Janjua and
other concerned officers
were also accompanied.

During the visit of under
construction DHQ
Hospital, DC said that with
the completion of this mega
project, the best treatment
facilities would be avail-
able to the people of the
district at local level and
they would get rid of trav-
eling to big cities for treat-
ment.

SHANGLA: Government employees holding a protest in favour of their demands. — F.P. photo

Youth’s
body found

F.P. Report

JEHANGIRA: The body
of a sixteen-year-old
youth, with his pistol in
hands, was recovered from
fields in Jahangira area of
district Swabi on
Thursday. The police said
the youth was identified as
Mukarram Shah and was
killed in the jurisdiction of
Tor Dher police station.

In the initial report,
father of the deceased said,
his son went to the mosque
for Isha (night) prayer and
did not return.
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COLOMBO (Reuters):
Sri Lanka's cabinet
approved issuing free
tourist visas to visitors
from seven countries
including China, India
and Russia, a statement
issued by the media min-
istry said, to boost
tourism and help revive
its crisis-hit economy.
Tourists from China,
India, Russia, Japan,
Thailand, Indonesia, and
Malaysia will be issued
free visas till March 31,
2024 under a pilot pro-
gramme, the statement
detailing cabinet deci-
sions said.

The scheme is part of
attempts by Sri Lanka to
boost tourism recovery
and hit a target of five
million arrivals by 2026,
the statement added. The
country of 22 million peo-
ple, famed for its beaches,
ancient temples and aro-
matic tea, saw its tourism
industry pummelled first
by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and then by a
severe financial crisis last
year that saw mass scale
protests and shortages of
essentials such as fuel.
But the tourism industry
is seeing a turnaround in
2023 with Sri Lanka

clocking a million arrivals
by September, for the first
time since 2019. The
island is expecting to
close the year at 1.5 mil-
lion arrivals. India is the
largest source of tourists
with 200,310 arrivals, fol-
lowed by Russia with
132,300, latest data from
the Sri Lanka
Development Authority
showed. Sri Lanka earned
$1.3 billion from tourism
in the first eight months
of 2023, up from $833
million dollars during the
same period last year,
according to the central
bank.

Sri Lanka approves free
tourist visa for 7 countries

GAZA (Reuters):
Palestinian bride Suwar
Safi was looking forward to
wearing her white dress and
sharing her life with Ahmed
after their wedding, but
instead she is living in a
refugee camp after Israel
launched air strikes on the
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip.
"Everyone was telling me,
it's ok and to have faith, this
is our destiny and we have
to accept it," she said,
adding: "We did not get the
chance to experience that
joy."

Safi, 30, and her family
from the northern Gaza
Strip are now displaced and
living in a tent at a United
Nations site in Khan Younis
in southern Gaza. Ahmed
Safi, from Khan Younis,

still lives with his family
and the couple rarely see
each other because of the
conflict. They were due to
have married on Oct. 19.
Israel launched the air
strikes after Hamas mili-
tants attacked Israeli towns
on Oct. 7 in a rampage that
killed 1,400 people, most of
them civilians, and
hostages were taken back
into Gaza. When the con-
flict erupted, Ahmed said
he tried to call his fiancee
and her family to try to
move them from the north
to the south. Israel had
urged Palestinians in Gaza
City to move south,
because it was safer, but air
strikes have hit across the
enclave.  "Even when we
finally managed to get a car

to get them here, air strikes
happened while they were
fleeing," he said. "As a 30-
year-old man I was impa-
tiently waiting for this wed-
ding and for this day. The
19th of October trans-
formed from a joyful day to
a catastrophe full of sad-
ness, destruction and
death," he said. Weddings
are usually a bright spot in
impoverished Gaza, one of
the most densely-populated
places in the world with 2.3
million people and where
many people are jobless
and cannot afford to marry.
In a statement, the health
ministry in Gaza said at
least 6,546 Palestinians had
been killed by Israeli bom-
bardment since Oct. 7,
including 2,704 children.

Gaza couple’s wedding
dreams destroyed by war

WASHINGTON (Reuters):
North Carolina's
Republican-controlled leg-
islature approved a new
congressional map that
should allow the party to
flip at least three
Democratic seats in the
2024 election, a major
boost to Republican
chances of maintaining
their narrow majority in the
US House of
Representatives. The vote
by state lawmakers is not
subject under North
Carolina law to a veto from
Governor Roy Cooper, who
has joined his fellow
Democrats in decrying the
new map as a partisan
power grab.

The House of
Representatives passed the
new map along party lines,
after the Senate did the
same. The map creates 10
safely Republican districts,
three Democratic districts
and one highly competitive
seat, centered in the eastern
part of the state. Democrats
would have to flip five
seats in the 435-seat US
House next year to regain
control of that chamber.
"There's no doubt the con-
gressional map that's before
you today has a lean toward
Republicans," said
Representative Destin Hall,
a Republican, who added
that the process had abided
by the state constitution and

was a natural result of the
political makeup of the
chamber. Activists oppos-
ing the redistricting gath-
ered at the state Capitol to
criticize the maps, saying
they were designed to
weaken the political voice
of communities of color.
"These proposed maps fur-
ther destroy the guardrails
of democracy," said Karen
Zeigler, lead organizer for
Democracy Out Loud.

The opportunity to enact
a map more favorable to
Republicans was delivered
by the state Supreme Court,
after voters elected more
conservatives to the court in
last year's elections. The
previous Democratic-major-

ity court had thrown out an
earlier Republican-drawn
map, ruling that extreme
political gerrymandering -
the process by which law-
makers manipulate district
lines to marginalize voters
of one party - violated the
state constitution. As a
result, the 2022 congres-
sional elections took place
under a court-drawn map,
yielding an even split of the
state's 14 districts between
Republicans and
Democrats. After the elec-
tion, however, the court's
new conservative majority
reversed that decision and
ruled that gerrymandering is
not constitutionally 
prohibited.

Republicans seen gaining three US House
seats with new North Carolina voting map

MAINE (Reuters):
Hundreds of police
searched the city of
Lewiston and surrounding
areas of Maine state for a
man sought in connection
with mass shootings at a bar
and a bowling alley, as
news outlets reported a
death toll ranging from 16
to 22, with dozens more
wounded. Officials said
there were multiple casual-
ties but declined to provide
figures.

State and local police
identified Robert R. Card,
40, as a person of interest in
the case after previously
posting on Facebook photo-
graphs of a man wielding
what appeared to be a semi-
automatic rifle. The pictures
from one of crime scenes
showed a bearded man in a
brown hoodie and jeans,
holding the weapon in the
firing position. "We have
literally hundreds of police
officers working around the
state of Maine to investigate
this case to locate Mr. Barr,
who is a person of interest,"
Maine Public Safety

Commissioner Mike
Sauschuck told a news con-
ference. Several media
reported that a Maine law
enforcement bulletin identi-
fied Card as a trained
firearms instructor and
member of the US Army
reserve who recently report-
ed that he had mental health
issues, including hearing
voices. It also said he
threatened to shoot up a
National Guard base. "Card
was also reported to have
been committed to mental
health facility for two
weeks during summer 2023
and subsequently released,"
said the notice from the
Maine Information &
Analysis Center.

Reuters could not authen-
ticate the bulletin. The
Associated Press reported it
was circulated to law
enforcement officials. The
bar and the bowling alley
are about four miles (6.5
km) apart in Lewiston, a for-
mer textile hub and town of
38,000 people in
Androscoggin County about
35 miles (56 km) north of

Maine's largest city,
Portland. Media reports
picked up by Reuters earlier
said there was a third shoot-
ing site at a Walmart distri-
bution center, but Walmart
later issued a statement to
local media saying no shoot-
ing occurred on their prop-
erty. The Central Maine
Medical Center in Lewiston
issued a statement saying it
was "reacting to a mass
casualty, mass shooter
event" and coordinating
with area hospitals to take
patients. President Joe
Biden has been briefed and
will continue to receive
updates, a US official said in
Washington. The president
spoke by phone individually
to Maine Governor Janet
Mills, Senators Angus King
and Susan Collins, and
Congressman Jared Golden
about the shooting in
Lewiston and offered full
federal support in the wake
of the attack, the White
House said. If the death toll
of 22 is confirmed, the mas-
sacre would be the deadliest
in the United States since at

least August 2019, when a
gunman opened fire on
shoppers at an El Paso
Walmart with an AK-47
rifle, killing 23 in a shooting
that prosecutors branded an
anti-Hispanic hate crime,
according to the Gun
Violence Archive.

The 22 fatalities would
also be on par with the num-
ber of homicides that nor-
mally occur in Maine in any
given year. The number of
annual homicides in the
state has fluctuated between
16 and 29 since 2012,
according to Maine State
Police. The number of US
shootings in which four or
more people were shot has
surged since the COVID-19
pandemic began in 2020,
with 647 occurring in 2022
and 679 projected to occur
in 2023, based on trends as
of July, according to data
from the archive. The dead-
liest US mass shooting on
record is the massacre of 58
people by a gunman firing
on a Las Vegas country
music festival from a high-
rise hotel perch in 2017.

Police hunt for man linked to
major mass shootings in Lewiston

MOSCOW (AFP): Russia
claimed it was exhausting
Ukraine's army, 20 months
into a conflict in which nei-
ther side has made recent
significant gains. Russian
Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu made the comments
during a visit to east
Ukraine, the defence min-
istry said. "The situation
today suggests the enemy
has fewer and fewer oppor-
tunities. And they will con-
tinue to be reduced, thanks
exclusively to your combat
work," Shoigu told Russian
soldiers.

He was also filmed smil-
ing and laughing when a
Russian soldier told him
Ukrainian troops were "in a
panic". It has been months
since either Russia or
Ukraine made a significant
territorial gain in the 20-
month conflict, as losses

continue to mount. Analysts
say the conflict is approach-
ing a winter stalemate. The
defence ministry did not say
when Shoigu's visit to
Russia's "Vostok" -- or East -
- command post took place.
In a rare admission, it also
quoted soldiers telling
Shoigu that heavy Ukrainian
artillery fire was having an
effect. "The enemy's artillery
is causing a lot of problems.
We are taking measures," the
soldiers were quoted as say-
ing. The defence minister
has faced criticism inside
Russia for Moscow's failure
to make more significant
gains during its assault on
Ukraine.

Russian forces have
recently stepped up their
attacks on the eastern
Ukrainian city of Avdiivka,
but have failed to make any
significant advances. It has

suffered a string of manpow-
er and equipment losses in
its attempt to seize the city -
- which has become a sym-
bol of Ukrainian resistance -
- according to Kyiv and
independent military ana-
lysts. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said
his troops were facing
"heavy, tough battles"
around Avdiivka, but were
"holding their positions".
News of Shoigu's visit
comes a day after Zelensky
said Kyiv had managed to
disrupt Russian attacks from
the Black Sea and the
annexed peninsula of
Crimea. "The Russian fleet
is no longer capable of oper-
ating in the western part of
the Black Sea and is gradu-
ally fleeing Crimea. This is a
historic achievement,"
Zelensky told a diplomatic
summit.

Shoigu says Moscow
exhausting Kyiv army

YANGON (AFP): Five
Myanmar nationals asked
the Philippines to investi-
gate alleged war crimes
committed by 10 serving or
former members of
Myanmar's military against
the mainly Christian Chin
minority. Filipino lawyers
representing the Myanmar
nationals told reporters they
lodged the "landmark"
criminal complaint against
junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing and nine others at
the Department of Justice
in Manila.

They asked prosecutors
to open an investigation
into alleged war crimes
under a Philippine law
penalising "crimes against
international humanitarian
law, genocide, and other
crimes against humanity".
The five Myanmar nation-
als are from western Chin
state, but now live in
Australia, Britain, Canada
and India. They were at the
justice department in
Manila. "This is a landmark
suit because this is the very
first time that such a case is

being brought before the
Philippines," Romel
Bagares, one of the
lawyers, told reporters.
Justice Secretary Crispin
Remulla said his depart-
ment would "evaluate" the
complaint, which he
described as "very novel".

"If this is sufficient in
form and substance, that's
the time when we will
require the respondents to
answer these complaints,"
Remulla told reporters.
Among the accused is Chin
Chief Minister Vung Suan
Thang, who is a former
military officer. The others
are serving members of the
military. The complaint
alleged that members of
Myanmar's military killed a
pastor and two church eld-
ers in Thantlang town,
Chin, in September 2021. It
also accused the 10 of
"intentionally" directing
attacks on churches and the
burning of hundreds of
houses in the same town
between August 2021 and
June 2022. They also
allegedly blocked relief

supplies from reaching peo-
ple in Chin state in the
aftermath of Cyclone
Mocha in May.

Philippine law allows for
the prosecution of war
crimes committed else-
where. One of the stipula-
tions of the law is that the
accused must be present in
the Philippines. According
to Gilbert Andres, another
Filipino lawyer represent-
ing the Myanmar nationals,
if the Philippine justice
department were to decide
to mount a case against the
10 accused, it could issue
subpoenas to Myanmar's
Central Authority or go
through diplomatic chan-
nels. The toppling of Aung
San Suu Kyi's civilian gov-
ernment in a 2021 coup
sparked a huge backlash
and the military junta is
now battling opponents
across swaths of Myanmar.
Some of the bloodiest fight-
ing has been happening in
Christian-majority areas,
including in Chin state.
"This is a truly historic
day," Salai Ling, one of the

five complainants and also
of the Chin Human Rights
Organization, told reporters
in Manila. "We are really
hoping that with the soli-
darity and support from the
Filipino people and people
in the ASEAN region, that
we will be able to get some
form of justice for the
atrocities that our people
suffered."

Myanmar and the
Philippines belong to the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN).
The regional bloc's efforts to
defuse the Myanmar crisis
have been fruitless so far.
The Philippines is now the
subject of an international
human rights probe, with the
Hague-based International
Criminal Court investigating
"possible crimes against
humanity" during former
president Rodrigo Duterte's
deadly drugs crackdown. In
July, President Ferdinand
Marcos said the Philippines
was "done talking with the
ICC" but would continue to
question the tribunal's 
jurisdiction.

Myanmar nationals ask Philippines
to probe alleged war crimes

HONG KONG (Reuters):
China has launched its first
nuclear-powered guided
missile submarines,
according to the Pentagon's
latest report on China's
military - giving it land and
sea attack options once the
sole province of US and
Russian vessels. The
Pentagon report, published
Oct. 20, marks the first
apparent confirmation that
modified submarines seen
in Chinese shipyards over
the last 18 months are Type
093B guided missile sub-
marines.

Reuters revealed in May
2022 that satellite images
from Huludao shipyard in
northeast China showed a
new or upgraded class of
submarine, possibly with
vertical tubes for launching
cruise missiles. The
Pentagon report says that
in the short term, the
Chinese navy "will have
the ability to conduct long-
range precision strikes
against land targets from its
submarine and surface
combatants using land-
attack cruise missiles,
notably enhancing
(China's) power projection
capability". Known as
SSGNs, conventionally
armed missile submarines
were developed by the
Soviet Union during the
Cold War in part to target
US aircraft carriers, while
the US Navy developed its
own version by converting
ballistic missile boats to
carry large numbers of
land-attack Tomahawk
cruise missiles. Cruise mis-
siles are typically long-
range, precision weapons
that, unlike ballistic

weapons, fly at low alti-
tudes or skim the surface of
the sea.

The submarine USS
Florida fired 93
Tomahawks against Libyan
air defences in 2011 - the
first combat strikes from a
US SSGN and an event that
regional military attaches
say was closely studied by
Chinese strategists. Some
analysts say the PLA navy
will be eager to deploy the
vessels as an extra weapon
against aircraft carriers as
well as a land-attack plat-
form, allowing strikes from
a far greater range than its
fleets of smaller attack sub-
marines. The report notes
that three of the new
SSGNs could be opera-
tional by next year, as part
of a wider expansion of its
submarine fleet - both
nuclear and diesel powered
- which could number 65
vessels in 2025.

The Chinese defence
ministry did not respond to
questions from Reuters.
The confirmation comes
amid an as China con-
structs a new generation of
nuclear-armed boats as part
of its evolving deterrent
force. The effort to track
China's submarines at sea
is one of the core drivers of
increased deployments and
contingency planning by
the US Navy and other mil-
itaries across the Indo-
Pacific region. Singapore-
based security scholar
Collin Koh said the SSGNs
were an important new
capability for the Chinese
navy. With an expected
core armament of cruise
missiles, "this potentially
allows them to carry out

saturated land and anti-ship
attacks at standoff range",
he said, which would com-
plicate strategic calcula-
tions by China's rivals. "I
would also expect the
Chinese have learned from
the Russian experience in
using them to threaten US
aircraft carriers - with an
SSGN, you can launch
strikes at standoff range,
unlike a typical attack sub-
marine that could have
more limited weapon
options, and that is a real
advantage," said Koh, of
the S. Rajaratnam School
of International Studies.

Research discussed at
the US Naval War College
in May noted that the PLA
was close to break-
throughs in making its
nuclear-powered sub-
marines far quieter and
more difficult for the US
and its allies to track.
Some diplomats and ana-
lysts said, however, that it
was unclear whether those
breakthroughs had been
incorporated into the
recently launched SSGNs.
The upgrades are expected
in nuclear-powered boats
launched before the end of
the decade. "Unless they
are certain of improve-
ments, we can expect the
PLA navy to be cautious in
how they initially deploy
them," said an Asian mili-
tary attache who is track-
ing China's submarine
force. The attache
declined to be named
because of the sensitivity
of the matter. "But we
know the submarine force
is a priority for Xi Jinping,
and this is one more sign
they are getting there."

China chases US and
Russia guided-missile
submarine capabilities

MOSCOW (Reuters): Russian forces
are disregarding heavy losses and
pressing on with a drive to capture the
eastern Ukrainian city of Avdiivka,
Ukrainian officials said. Russia has
focused on the eastern Ukrainian
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk
since failing in its initial drive on the
capital Kyiv after mounting its inva-
sion in February 2022.

Over the past two weeks, Russia
has concentrated on Avdiivka in
Donetsk, a town known in peacetime
for its big coking plant and now seen
as a bulwark of Ukrainian resistance.
"The enemy is trying to move for-
ward and then we beat them back,"
Oleksandr Shtupun, a spokesperson
for Ukraine's southern groups of
forces, said on national TV. "So by no
means can you speak of a fixed situa-
tion of some sort. Heavy fighting is
continuing, though activity has sub-
sided somewhat. The enemy is going
through some kind of regrouping."

Russian forces were relying on
infantry, using small assault groups of
30 to 40 men, Shtupun said, giving
Russia's losses in the last six days as
2,500 dead and wounded in the area.
"This is quite significant even for
Russia, bearing in mind that they do
not look after their own men,"
Shtupun said. Vitaliy Barabash, head
of Avdiivka's military administration,
said Russia was applying pressure
from the north but was unable to get
past a rail line under Ukrainian con-
trol. He also dismissed reports that
Russian troops had secured control of

one of the large slag heaps dominat-
ing the town's industrial landscape.

"They put up flags there and tried
to make some kind of spectacle,"
Barabash said. Valeriy Prozapas, a
Ukrainian captain, told Espreso TV
that the Russians were acting to
exploit the fact that Avdiivka was "de
facto half surrounded". "The second
issue is political. They have little to
be proud of and have to sell to their
population some sort of victory, even
if it is only an interim one," Prozapas
said. Ukraine's counteroffensive,
launched in June, has resulted in the
capture of devastated villages in the
east and some settlements in the
southern sector, but the pace is far

slower than last year's advance
through the northeast.

Russian accounts of the latest
fighting made no mention of
Avdiivka, but said Russian troops had
repelled 15 Ukrainian attacks near
Kupiansk, farther north. Ukrainian
officials also acknowledged heavy
fighting near Kupiansk, a town ini-
tially seized by troops but taken back
by Ukraine in last year's rapid
advance through the northeast.
Authorities in Kharkiv region said
they were imposing a mandatory
evacuation of families from 10 local-
ities in the area. Reuters could not
independently confirm the battle
reports from either side.

Russia disregards losses, presses
on in Ukraine’s Avdiivka

Armenia sees
no advantage

in keeping
Russian 

mily bases
MOSCOW (Reuters):
Armenia sees no advantage
in continuing to host
Russian military bases on
its territory after Azerbaijan
retook the contested region
of Nagorno-Karabakh, the
Armenian prime minister
told the Wall Street Journal
in an interview published.
Azerbaijan seized
Nagorno-Karabakh, which
is internationally viewed as
Azeri territory but had been
run by ethnic Armenians
since the breakup of the
Soviet Union in the 1990s,
in a lightning military oper-
ation on Sept. 20.

"These events have
essentially brought us to a
decision that we need to
diversify our relationships
in the security sphere, and
we are trying to do that
now," Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan told the WSJ.
Russia's military presence
in Armenia includes gar-
risons in two locations and
an airbase. Moscow has
long seen itself as the guar-
antor of Armenia's security
in the volatile South
Caucasus, a region criss-
crossed with oil and gas
pipelines. Later, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said that Russian authori-
ties were unaware of
Pashinyan's comments.
"We don't yet know if he
said those words, and if he
did, where, in what context.
We don't have such infor-
mation," Peskov was quot-
ed as saying by Interfax
news agency. 

California
Governor

meets with Xi
BEIJING (AP): California
Gov. Gavin Newsom had a
surprise meeting with
Chinese leader Xi Jinping
in Beijing after being
warmly welcomed by other
senior leaders in a display
of friendliness that stands
in sharp contrast to the dia-
logue between the United
States and China in recent
years. The governor is on a
weeklong tour of China,
where he plans to push for
climate cooperation.
Newsom's trip as governor,
once considered routine, is
drawing attention as it
comes after years of height-
ening tensions between the
US and China.

"I'm here in expectation,
as you suggest, of turning
the page, of renewing our
friendship and reengaging
(on) foundational and fun-
damental issues that will
determine our collective
faith in the future,"
Newsom said in brief open-
ing remarks ahead of his
meeting with Wang Yi,
China's top diplomat, earli-
er in the day. Though
Newsom was in China to
promote cooperation in
curbing climate change,
Chinese officials took the
opportunity in welcome
speeches ahead of the
closed-door meetings to
talk about US-China rela-
tions. Wang is preparing to
visit the US on Thursday.
Newsom and Xi discussed
ways to "accelerate our
progress on climate in
meaningful and substantive
ways," the California gov-
ernor said at a news confer-
ence, but did not mention
more specifics. They also
talked about fentanyl, a
synthetic drug and leading
killer of young people in
the US, and China's role in
combating the transnational
shipping of precursor
chemicals, Newsom said.

According to China's
state broadcaster CCTV, Xi
told Newsom: "I hope your
visit will enhance mutual
understanding between the
two sides and play a posi-
tive role in expanding
cooperation between China
and California and promot-
ing the healthy and stable
development of Sino-US
relations." Xi may attend
the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit in San
Francisco next month and
meet with US President
Joe Biden, although China
has not formally con-
firmed his attendance.
Newsom is visiting Hong
Kong, Beijing, Shanghai
and the provinces of
Guangdong and Jiangsu.
At a speech at Hong Kong
University, he promised to
continue to cooperate on
climate change regardless
of the outcome of the next
US presidential election.
He said he raised human
rights issues with Wang
and the two also discussed
Taiwan, a red-line issue
for Beijing. China claims
the self-ruled island as
part of its own territory.
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Pakistan’s pro-Palestine
lobbying

P
AKISTAN has recently urged the UN Security
Council to fully and forcefully implement its resolu-
tions on the Middle East conflict that gives the right

of self-determination to the Palestinian people.
Addressing a meeting of the 15-member UNSC,
Pakistan's Permanent Representative to the UN, strongly
condemned the recent large-scale Israeli military opera-
tions in Jenin in the Occupied West Bank, and days-long
brutal bombardment in Gaza and called for holding
Israel accountable for its grave human rights violations
and crimes in Occupied Palestine. The envoy regretted
that the Security Council had not been able to exercise its
primary responsibility for the maintenance of interna-
tional peace and security in Occupied Palestine, while, it
is incumbent on all states to ensure that any impediment
to the exercise of the right to self-determination by the
Pales-tinian people is immediately removed. The
Pakistani envoy categorically told the powerful arm of
the United Nations that the rule of law can be upheld only
if it is applied universally and consistently, without excep-
tions or double standards.

The humanitarian and security situation in Occupied
Palestinian territories including the West Bank and Gaza is
altogether heart-wrenching and dire. The criminal silence of
the international community continues as the Jewish army
has declared the whole of Gaza City a military target and its
indiscriminate assault against innocent unarmed  Palestinians
killed over 5000 thousand people including women and chil-
dren. Israel's military has screwed up its blockade on Gaza,
together with restricting the entry of food, water and fuel and
bombarding the area with air strikes and artillery shelling,
displacing hundreds of thousands of others and resulting in
severe shortages of food, water and medical supplies. The
Israeli military has recently dropped leaflets in the Gaza Strip
ordering residents to evacuate the city on an immediate basis
while the Israeli Prime Minister has announced that the
Jewish troops are ready to enter Gaza to target Hamas posi-
tions by using tanks and airstrikes.  On the other side,
Palestinian authorities have urged the Gazans not to leave
their homes and stick to their land as they fear a permanent
occupation of Southern Gaza by the Israeli regime.  The
Palestinian resistance groups have prepared their war strate-
gy against the Israeli war machine yet Palestinians face a
scarcity of weapons while an absence of foreign aid is a great
setback for them at this point. Currently, 1.1 million Gazans
face serious risks to their survival as Israel's indiscriminate
shelling and air strikes continue on civil targets leaving no
safe passage for unarmed innocent civilians.

The Security Council failed to uphold its primary respon-
sibility for the maintenance of international peace and securi-
ty in Occupied Palestine. Recently, three special rapporteurs
of the UN Human Rights Council had stated that Israeli
attacks against the Jenin refugee camp may constitute a war
crime and had no justification under international law. The
UN Special Rapporteurs had also called for Israel to be held
accountable under international law. Realistically, the
impunity that Israel has enjoyed for its acts of violence over
decades, and the failure of the UN executive arm to uphold
its primary responsibility has only fueled and intensified the
recurring cycle of violence in Palestine and the broader
Middle East region. Currently, the Hamas attack has provid-
ed Israel with an excuse to implement its longtime agenda for
the expansion of Israeli settlements in the occupied territories
and the expulsion/evictions of Palestinians from their proper-
ties, which is not only illegal and grave violations of Security
Council's resolutions but contradicts international law, and
humanitarian law. Currently, the lone and sick nuclear power
of the Islamic world is unable to use its muscles against the
aggressor due to its persistent economic and political weak-
ness. Thus, diplomatic, political and moral support are the
available options with Islamabad. Although Pakistan's per-
manent envoy has raised its voice against Israeli warcrimes
against unarmed Palestinians but only verbal statements are
not sufficient to fulfil the needs of the Palestine cause.
Pakistan must actively lobby in support of Palestine by mov-
ing a resolution at the relevant forums including the UNSC,
the UNGA, the UH Human Rights Council as well as
International Criminal Court (ICC). So, the rogue Israeli
regime could be penalized for its crimes against civilians,
ruthless jingoism and inhumane atrocities against poor
Palestinians.  Although, we could offer material assistance to
our Palestinian brethren yet kinetic diplomacy is of the
utmost importance during this hour of need.

What next in
Russia-Ukraine war

R
USSIA’S Doma has recently completed the pas-
sage of a law aimed at withdrawing ratification of
the global treaty banning nuclear weapons tests,

which illustrates the deep chill in relations between the
two superpowers and world resolute competitors.
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov has
already declared that  Russia was not prepared to resume
discussion on nuclear issues with the US  side unless
Washington dropped its hostile policy toward Moscow.
The bill to de-ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) was approved by 156 votes to zero in the
upper house after the lower house also cleared it unani-
mously. Seemingly, the bill would be translated into law
after Russian Strongman President Viadimir Putin
thumped his stamp on it while the Kremlin will ultimate-
ly withdraw its ratification of the important multilateral
accord in the coming weeks that would be surely a blow
to the global efforts for denuclearization and nuclear
nonproliferation at this crucial moment.

The global geostrategic landscape has all together
changed after Russia unilaterally launched its special military
operation against Kiev in early 2022. The months-long war
has exhausted the Russian war machine along with levelling
unprecedented economic losses due to strict trade and eco-
nomic sanctions imposed by the west to obstruct provision of
finances essential to fuel Kremlin brutal hostility against its
neighbour. Historically, the United States signed the CTBT in
1996 but never ratified it, while Russian not only signed it but
duly ratified to make its abidance compulsory for itself.
Currently, the dialogue on strategic stability, including the
topic of strategic offensive arms and other issues between the
two competitors are at halt, while Moscow also pulled itself
from CTBT, which is indicative of emergence of a new arms
race and reinitiation of another cold war. THe situation has
been dire as the Russian troops are facing a continued setback
in their war on Ukrainian fronts. There had been a series of
Moscow's backtreat and heavy losses from Black Sea to the
Bukhmut region. Russia has recently advertised its latest
supersonic long range missile system and is now preparing to
renew its nuclear activities, atomic  research and experiences
to make its nuclear arsenal more lethal and destructive.
Apparently, Putin is preparing for a decisive and final round
during which he could not defeat his enemies except the use
of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). Hence, the world
must not ignore/ forget the reaction of a fox when it sur-
rounds and faces death risk from a herd of wolves.

T
HE UN Security
Council, which the
UN Charter

entrusted with the "pri-
mary responsibility for
the maintenance of inter-
national peace and securi-
ty," has been unable to
take action on the ongoing
situation in the Middle
East. The council last
week failed to adopt a
Brazilian resolution that
called for "humanitarian
pause" in the Israel-
Hamas conflict. The US
used its veto to block the
resolution, which was
supported by 12 UNSC
members, including two
permanent members,
China and France. US
Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield said
the council needed to let
the hard work of diplo-
macy undertaken by the
US "play out" because of
President Joe Biden's trip
to Israel.

Brazilian Foreign
Minister Mauro Vieira,
president of the Security
Council this month, noted
during the open debate on
the Middle East, including
the Palestine question, that,
"since 2016, the council has
not been able to pass a res-
olution on the situation in
the region."

And, with Russia block-
ing any action on Ukraine,
the UNSC is now com-
pletely paralyzed during
two dangerous conflicts
that threaten international
peace and security. This
bodes ill for multilateral
cooperation and the preven-
tion of larger wars.

The veto and its use by
the five permanent mem-
bers has been one of the
biggest obstacles to the
work of the UNSC since its
early days. In the early
years of the UN during the
Cold War, Moscow used its
veto frequently (it totaled
152 vetoes as of February),
because the US was the
dominant power in the
council and was getting its
way. The US has now used
its veto power 88 times. Its
last veto before this crisis
was in 2020. The majority
of the American vetoes are
related to Israel and the sit-
uation in the Middle East.

China used to be more
cautious about using its
veto power, but it has been
using it more frequently
recently. It has used it 19
times (a very small number
compared to Russia and the
US), but 16 of these have
been since 1997. France
and the UK have not used
their veto power since

1989. This great power
blockage in the UNSC is
not new. Throughout its
history, when tensions rise
between the big powers, the
council becomes paralyzed
and ceases to play its role in
terms of managing conflicts
and international crises.
The most productive coop-
erative work in the history
of the council was during
the post-Cold War era,
when the great power com-
petition was at its lowest.
But now, as tensions rise
between the US, China and
Russia, it is hard to imagine
how the UNSC and the UN

generally will be able to
play a role in preserving
international peace and
security and managing con-
flicts around the world.

The UN General
Assembly and its member
states have been trying to
deal with this problem
since the establishment of
the current international
order. Two serious initia-
tives have tried to unblock
the gridlock in the UNSC.
The first, known as the
Uniting for Peace initiative,
was born when the UNGA
adopted Resolution 377, on
Nov. 3, 1950, to offer a way
out when the UNSC was
blocked and prevented
from taking action. The res-
olution states: "If the
Security Council, because
of lack of unanimity of the
permanent members, fails
to exercise its primary
responsibility for the main-
tenance of international
peace and security in any
case where there appears to
be a threat to the peace,
breach of the peace, or act
of aggression, the General
Assembly shall consider
the matter immediately
with a view to making
appropriate recommenda-
tions to members for col-
lectives measures, includ-
ing in the case of a breach
of the peace or act of

aggression, the use of
armed force when neces-
sary, to maintain or restore
international peace and
security."

If the UNGA is not in
session, the resolution says
it "shall therefore meet in
emergency special session
within 24 hours of the
request." An emergency
special session can be con-
vened by a request from
nine members of the UNSC
or by a majority of the
UNGA. This process has
been used 11 times since its
adoption, with more than
half of them relating to the

Middle East. The last
request for an emergency
special session was sent to
the UNGA president on
Monday. Dennis Francis
announced that he had
received a letter from the
representatives of the Arab
Group and the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
requesting, under the
Uniting For Peace resolu-
tion, the "resumption of the
10th emergency special
session of the General
Assembly as rapidly as pos-
sible." Another group of 12
countries, including Russia,
Malaysia, Indonesia and
Syria, made the same
request. Francis said he
would convene an emer-
gency special session of the
UNGA on Thursday.

The second scheme,
known as the veto initia-
tive, came after the UNSC
was blocked by Russia on
Ukraine, which led to
growing criticism of the
inaction of the council. An
UNGA resolution, adopted
by consensus on April 26,
2022, aims to hold the five
permanent members of the
UNSC accountable for their
use of the veto. The resolu-
tion states that, every time a
permanent member uses the
veto, the UNGA president
shall convene a formal
meeting within 10 days and

the country that used the
veto has to explain why it
did so. The resolution stipu-
lates that the UNGA should
not hold a debate under the
veto initiative if it is meet-
ing for an emergency spe-
cial session. This prevented
the veto initiative sponsors
from going ahead with a
plan to request an UNGA
debate on the US' veto of
last week, since the emer-
gency special session
request by the Arab Group
and the OIC overrides their
request.

The frustration with the
blocked UNSC was appar-
ent during the open debate
on the Middle East, includ-
ing the Palestinian ques-
tion, in the presence of a
large number of foreign
ministers. The debate gave
the different parties an
opportunity to express their
disappointment with the
deadlocked council. Vieira
said: "Much of the reputa-
tion of the United Nations
depends on its approach to
the ongoing crisis." He
complained about the
"obstructive strategies" that
have been impeding the
council from taking deci-
sions, adding that "this
council must live up to the
challenge before us. We
will likely be tried - and
found guilty - by future
generations for our inaction
and complacency. We must
find ways to unlock multi-
lateral action."

Even Russia and the US,
the two parties blocking
action on Ukraine and the
Middle East, respectively,
spoke about the role of the
UNSC. Russian
Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia bemoaned the
inability of the council to
uphold its responsibility,
while Secretary of State
Antony Blinken saw the
UNSC playing a "crucial
role … in addressing this
crisis." While Palestinian
Foreign Minister Riad Al-
Malki criticized the "con-
tinued failure at this coun-
cil," calling it "inexcus-
able," his Israeli counter-
part directed his anger at
UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres. The UN
Charter talks about "sover-
eign equality," with all
members of the organiza-
tion enjoying the same
rights. But when it comes
to the UNSC, some are
more equal than the rest of
the world. The veto is the
most glaring manifestation
of this inequality, with
repercussions for world-
wide peace and security. 

Arab News

UN Security Council again
fails to act in a time of crisis

Dr. Amal Mudallali

A
LREADY in its
third week, Israel's
war on Gaza has so

far killed more than 5,600
Palestinians, injured thou-
sands more, and displaced
more than one million.
Despite calls from some
quarters for a ceasefire,
there seems to be no end
in sight for the suffering of
Gaza's two million resi-
dents.

Having long embraced
the dehumanisation of the
Palestinians, Israeli society
is filled with rage and the
primordial drive for
revenge over the killing of
Israeli civilians by Hamas
fighters on October 7. This
blind fury is now chan-
nelled into a genocidal
drive by the narcissism and
extremism of one man:
Benjamin Netanyahu, a
doubled-faced, pathological
liar, who has done every-
thing and anything to stay in
power.

Netanyahu's arrogance,
corruption and callousness
are to blame for the coun-
try's political and military
failures that led to the
October 7 attacks. He

thought he could just trans-
form all of historic Palestine
into a Greater Land of
Israel, by making the occu-
pation of the Palestinian ter-
ritories permanent and
keeping millions of
Palestinians in an open-air
prison in Gaza and segre-
gated bantustans in the West
Bank - all with no repercus-
sions. On October 7, his
arrogance finally caught up
with him, because arro-
gance breeds stupidity.
Hubris turned into humilia-
tion, and the fiasco into
farce, or as Israelis say,
using Arabic words, the
fashla (failure) turned fadi-
ha (scandal).

And while Israel's mili-
tary and intelligence heads
have accepted responsibili-
ty for their failures to pre-
vent the attacks, Netanyahu
has refrained from taking
any responsibility, even
though most Israelis blame
him for their national
tragedy. Instead of resign-
ing, the shamed and shame-
less prime minister cum

wartime leader has gone on
to wage a sadistic war with
no clear strategy or
endgame. In his genocidal
offensive, Netanyahu has
been aided and abetted by
his former Western detrac-
tors, who until recently
were expressing "concern"
about his plans to under-
mine Israel's judiciary,
through his coalition of
fanatics and fascists, in
order to stay out of jail.

First and foremost
among them is US
President Joe Biden, who
went from snubbing
Netanyahu for much of the
year to embracing and
shielding him from the
wrath of Israelis and Arabs
alike. Biden has committed
America to Netanyahu's
genocidal war on Gaza,
offering American arms,
tactical assistance in urban
warfare, and diplomatic
leverage. He has ordered
the deployment of two air-
craft carriers in the Eastern

Mediterranean to protect
Israel and deter the likes of
Iran from intervening in the
conflict.

Likewise, European
leaders, who had also given
Netanyahu the cold shoul-
der for much of the year, are
now clamouring to show
their support for his govern-
ment and his war on Gaza.
They have refused to call
for a ceasefire and contin-
ued to justify the mounting
Israeli war crimes as an
exercise of "the right to
self-defence". Israel's
Western stooges love to
evoke international law in
all the wrong ways. Israel,
indeed, has the right to self-
defence, but not to defend
its decades-long brutal mili-
tary occupation, long
enabled by Western powers.
It is rather the occupied and
victimised Palestinian peo-
ple living under the Israeli
racist system of apartheid
that have the right to resist
their tormentor under inter-

national law.
The ongoing genocidal

war - spearheaded by a
failed prime minister and
supported by his morally
suspect Western allies - is
not one of self-defence;
rather, it is a war of self-
deceit. Israel falsely believes
that it could attain security
by the sword. But when has
killing more Palestinians
ever resulted in better securi-
ty for Israeli society? It
never has; it never will.
Imposing a hermetic block-
ade on Gaza and unleashing
a bombing rampage to pave
the way for a land invasion,
Israel will face dangerous
regional blowbacks. In its
genocidal drive, it may, as
some fear, drag the US into
World War III.

Sensationally and falsely
comparing Hamas's attacks
on Israel with those carried
by al-Qaeda on the United
States in 2001 will not help.
The "war on terror" the US
unleashed on the world
killed even more Americans
than the 9/11 attacks did,

along with hundreds of thou-
sands of mostly Muslim vic-
tims. It sowed chaos that
more war and more troops
could not stop for the past
two decades. If anything, the
"war on terror" proves that
war crimes, collective pun-
ishment and other violations
of international law do not
mitigate extremism; they
perpetuate it as they fuel the
cycles of violence - some-
thing UN Special Rapporteur
on Counter-Terrorism
Fionnuala Ni Aolain empha-
sised during a recent news
conference focusing on the
Israeli war on Gaza. As the
Israeli army commits more
war crimes against the
Palestinians of Gaza, Israelis
need to have a good look at
where colonialism and occu-
pation have gotten them.
Perpetual Israeli oppression,
racism and killings of the
Palestinians have created the
conditions for greater insta-
bility, extremism and vio-
lence in Palestine and the
region. A genocidal war on
Gaza will not bring peace
and quiet to the Israeli socie-
ty, nor to those in the West
abetting it.

Israel’s war of self-deceit
Marwan Bishara

T
HE last three US
presidents have all
attempted to

deprioritize the Middle
East and focus foreign
policy resources on East
Asia. However, each one
has struggled to shift
away from the Middle
East and the Hamas
attack on Israel has once
again demonstrated the
challenges to US efforts
to "pivot" to Asia.

In the wake of the 9/11
attacks, the George W.
Bush administration spent
its two terms in office
focused heavily on the
Middle East. By the time
Barack Obama became
president in 2009, public
support for the war in Iraq
had declined. Obama crit-
icized Bush for focusing
on the war in Iraq at the
expense of the war in
Afghanistan and other US
interests. Obama's foreign
policy team developed a
strategy known as the
"pivot to Asia." Obama
emphasized that "the
United States is a Pacific
power." His administra-
tion understood that
America was also a global
power that still had sub-
stantial interests in the
Middle East. The pivot to
Asia was about rebalanc-
ing the focus of foreign
policy to prioritize inter-
ests and concerns in Asia,
not abandoning all inter-
ests in the Middle East.
For example, the adminis-
tration actively pursued
sanctions against Iran and
then used that leverage to
negotiate limits on Iran's
nuclear program.
Nonetheless, it was clear
that the Obama adminis-
tration hoped to reduce
Washington's focus on the
Middle East.

Several major shifts in
the region complicated
Obama's efforts to focus
elsewhere. The so-called
Arab Spring, the revolution
in Libya, the civil war in
Syria and the rise of Daesh
all grabbed the foreign pol-
icy spotlight. Obama's care-
fully crafted global and
regional strategy was
forced to adapt to realities
on the ground. Donald
Trump's administration also
emphasized a focus on East
Asia, especially rivalry
with China. Trump criti-
cized the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan and sought
ways to reduce US military
involvement in the region,
including the controversial
decision to withdraw troops
from Kurdish-controlled
areas in northern Syria.
Trump pulled out of the
nuclear deal with Iran and
tried to delegate more
responsibility to regional
partners while reducing
direct US involvement.

The Trump administra-
tion's most proactive
moves in the region were
to pursue normalization
agreements between
Israel and several Arab
countries, as well as a
heavily pro-Israel
approach to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.
While Trump tried to
focus on China and
reduce the US footprint in
the Middle East, regional
developments and domes-
tic political interests still
directed foreign policy
attention to the region.
When Joe Biden took
office in 2021, he fol-
lowed Obama and
Trump's efforts to priori-
tize East Asia, especially
given increasing tensions
between Washington and
Beijing. His administra-
tion deprioritized the
Middle East, especially

after attempted talks with
Iran floundered. Biden
administration officials
were clear that they
would not devote many
resources to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.
Biden expressed strong
support for Israel,
restored aid to the
Palestinians and sought to
expand the Abraham
Accords, but otherwise
largely hoped to avoid
extensive involvement in
the region.

Then, Hamas launched
its historic attack against
Israel, igniting a new war
in Gaza and increased
violence in the West
Bank. Just as previous
administrations felt
forced to react to the Arab
Spring, the rise of Daesh
and other regional devel-
opments, now Biden feels
that it is necessary for the
US to actively respond in
a big way. The latest pull
on Washington to pay
attention to the Middle
East highlights that US
presidents can develop
grand strategies with their
preferred regional priori-
ties, but there will always
be events that undermine
their ability to pursue
their goals. Just as
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine led to shifts in
Biden's foreign policy and
a significant reallocation
of resources, so the latest
war in the Middle East
disrupts efforts to pivot to
Asia.

There is a sense among
many in the US foreign
policy community that
events in the Middle East
keep dragging
Washington back to the
region. Those who want a
pivot to Asia find this
frustrating. Those whose
work focuses on the
Middle East like to say, "I
told you so." Yet, it is rea-
sonable to ask to what
extent the US is forced to
pay attention to the
Middle East versus to
what extent it chooses to
do so. As a global power,
America has strong strate-
gic interests in the Middle
East, given the region's
geostrategic position, the
importance of oil and gas
to the global economy,
and concerns about
nuclear weapons and ter-
rorism that could threaten
Americans. Furthermore,
as China's influence in the
region grows, countering
Beijing might require US
action in the Middle East.

Other US priorities
stem more from policy-
makers' preferences and
choices than from core
national interests. In these
cases, it is hardly fair to
blame the Middle East for
distracting the US from its
interests in East Asia.
America chose to invade
Iraq in 2003 and then
became entangled in the
many consequences of that
decision. The US chooses
a strong alliance with
Israel - and the many con-
sequences - as much or
more due to domestic
political interests than
pragmatic strategic con-
cerns. It is difficult to dis-
tinguish between when the
US must devote attention
to the region and when it
chooses to do so at a cost
to other priorities. The
Biden administration must
now decide to what extent
it should shift resources
from other priorities to the
Middle East in response to
the latest war. Biden's
approach will say a lot to
the world about his priori-
ties and how he defines
US interests.

Is Middle East
undermining US’

pivot to Asia?
Kerry Boyd Anderson

An UNGA resolution, adopted by
consensus on April 26, 2022, aims

to hold the five permanent members
of the UNSC accountable for their

use of the veto. The resolution
states that, every time a permanent
member uses the veto, the UNGA
president shall convene a formal
meeting within 10 days and the

country that used the veto has to
explain why it did so.



S
UDDENLY, the Israel-
Gaza war is center stage
again. But what has

changed? We all know that this
war has been simmering for
decades, exploding intermit-
tently, as is the case in Gaza
today and in the West Bank
over the past few months. In the
wider context, there are also the
intermittent skirmishes with
Hezbollah in Lebanon and the
periodic Israeli attacks on
Iranian and pro-Iranian groups
stationed in the broken, post-
revolution Syria. Not to forget
the so-called shadow wars
fought between Iran and Israel
everywhere in the world,
including on Iranian soil in the
form of deniable assassinations
or sabotage-related operations
targeting Iran's nuclear pro-
gram, or on the high seas, where
Israeli and Iranian maritime
assets become entangled in tit-
for-tat attacks - often deniable
of course.

So, when Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
claimed that Hamas militants may
have committed their biggest mis-
take, I am not sure what he meant.
Maybe he forgot that his country
has occupied Palestinian lands,
fragmented their territories, built
illegal settlements and given carte
blanche to ultrareligious Jews,
allowing them to harass
Palestinians and desecrate their
religious sites.

Hamas' resistance is not new,
nor are its motives, and many say
that Netanyahu has long been an
enabler of the group, letting it
rule Gaza to encourage further
Palestinian division and to give
the impression that the
Palestinians lacked the leadership
and unity to strike a peace deal
with Israel. Hamas has been
involved in killing and maiming
Israelis through a string of suicide
bombing campaigns since the
mid-1990s. And Netanyahu's suc-
cessive Likud governments have
led military reprisals that inflicted
equally painful damage, if often

disproportionately against the
Palestinians. However, all that
sucked the oxygen out of the
peace process, which neither
Netanyahu nor Hamas never
believed in anyway.

Deploying ruthless force and
setting aims like denying Hamas a
future base in Gaza are driven by
rage and anger. They reflect the
desperation on the part of Israel to
"win," or to "do or die," in a con-
flict that has dotted the last 75
years with insecurity, wars and
suffering for all parties. Many in
the Middle East have come to call
it the "forever war."

The outpouring of support by
Western leaders and their vows to
stand by Israel in its "darkest
hour" after losing more than
1,400 of its citizens in a daring
Hamas incursion, along with the
capture of some 200 civilian and
military hostages, was under-
standable. But this should not jus-
tify stating the necessity of Tel
Aviv "winning," as expressed by
the UK prime minister and others.
The "Israel must win" slogan,
repeated by many in the past two
weeks, clearly demonstrates a
poor grasp of the problem at
hand. A failure to contain the
Israeli revenge drive - or, as they
say, to reset their army's strategic
supremacy - could engulf the
region in several fires of asym-
metric warfare that will lead to
the further loss of life and harm to
civilians not only in Palestine, but
across the volatile Middle East. It
is no secret that US President Joe
Biden, during his visit to Israel
last week, sought to contain the
conflict, although he did that
while pledging total support to
Israel and the urgent dispatch to
the region of two naval battle
groups. Washington has tried to
dissuade the Israelis from pursu-
ing a scorched-earth policy
against Hamas in Gaza, with
Biden's intensified diplomatic
efforts with Arab leaders, such as
those in Egypt, Jordan and Saudi

Arabia, a clear example of that.
Fearing a humanitarian catas-

trophe, the US has managed to
pressure Israel to allow some aid
in through Egypt and it has been
working around the clock diplo-
matically to prevent a further fan-
ning of the fire beyond the
Occupied Territories to neighbor-
ing Lebanon, where Iranian proxy
Hezbollah has been exchanging
fire across the border with Israel,
and further afield. For example,
the Iran-aligned Houthis in
Yemen have launched several
missiles and drones in Israel's
direction, only for them to be
intercepted by US ships in the
Red Sea. Biden's cautiousness
should not go unheeded by Israel.
Nor should his remarks that,
while Israelis might feel rage,
they should not be consumed by
it, as that could lead to them mak-
ing mistakes. He alluded to the
US' own mistakes in the wake of
9/11. I could also say that "win" is
a term that should not be used in a
region where conflicts are inter-
minable, complex, multilayered,
laced with state and nonstate
actors, and made more intricate
by a weaponized religious zeal
that often renders reason redun-
dant. Also, it is important to know
that the fight between Israel and
Hamas does not resemble the war
on terror against Al-Qaeda two
decades ago, nor is it similar to
the international coalition to fight
Daesh in Iraq and Syria from
2014. In both these instances, the
militants were a kind of fran-
chised foreign fighter, waging
international campaigns of terror
despite having no connection to
the local population or a cause
similar to the Palestinians' fight
for a state. Hamas militants, like
it or hate it, are part of the social
fabric of Gaza and are fighting for
a cause that is shared by many
Palestinians.

In the past, it was possible to
prevail over Al-Qaeda and pursue
and kill its leaders after weeding

them out from Afghanistan. In the
case of Daesh, that was possible
too. Even Israel's invasion to dis-
lodge the Palestine Liberation
Organization from Lebanon in
1982 could not have yielded fruit
if it were not for the Syrian
regime continuing the job of the
Israelis for its own geostrategic
interests. It suffocated what was
left of the PLO on Lebanese soil,
only for Hezbollah, a client of
Iran and Syria, to emerge as a key
militant nonstate actor that con-
tinued its cross-border posturing
long after the Israeli troops' with-
drawal from Lebanon in May
2000. This is why efforts should
be focused on de-escalation and
giving civilians access to basic
humanitarian supplies not as a
charity but as a right. Meanwhile,
mediators and foreign powers
must use all the influence they
possess to try to secure the release
of the civilian hostages. This is
the first step toward trying to pre-
vent an all-out, hasty and surely
costly invasion, in terms of both
civilian and military casualties on
both sides.

The notion of winning by
destroying Hamas for good is
very unrealistic. Its advocates
have not grasped what the history
of similar conflicts has taught us.
It is very dangerous to aspire to
remove an organization that is so
deeply entrenched in the social
fabric and which receives help
from a strong state actor like Iran.
Tehran has long used asymmetric
warfare to achieve its goals and
has projected its power by med-
dling in the affairs of various
countries, from Iraq to Lebanon
and from Palestine to Yemen and
Syria, weakening their central
state organs to the benefit of mil-
itant groups. The world after the
Russian invasion of Ukraine is
divided and the war in Gaza, if it
stretches beyond the borders of
Israel and Palestine, could
increase the splintering, potential-
ly destroying what is left of mul-
tilateralism and the key tenets of
peace and stability.
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Why Israel’s goal of destroying
Hamas for good is unrealistic

Mohamed Chebaro

O
UR world is changing,
becoming ever more con-
tested and volatile by the

day. In the UK, change is occur-
ring across our nation's defense
as we modernize and adapt. And,
here in Saudi Arabia, an awe-
inspiring transformation is hap-
pening as the Kingdom seeks to
deliver a compelling and aspira-
tional vision for its future.

In a world of change, certain
fixed constants are needed, and our
two kingdoms' enduring defense
partnership is one of those. That is
why, this week, I have made my
first visit to the region as defense
secretary to meet Prince Khalid bin
Salman. Top of our agenda was the
violence in Israel and Gaza and
how we can protect civilians.

As for the UK position, we
unequivocally condemn Hamas
terrorists. They do not represent
the Palestinian people and the UK
supports Israel's right to defend
itself against Hamas in a propor-
tionate and responsible way. Any
civilian suffering is a tragedy,
which is why the UK has been
direct with Israel that international
law must be upheld at all times.

During this crisis, the UK and
Saudi Arabia share pressing strate-
gic priorities. Namely, calming the
conflict, deterring escalation and
preventing a breakdown in region-
al security, which would only
inflict more suffering. But even as
I write this, malign actors are seek-

ing to fan the flames. That is why
the UK has activated an intense
and urgent diplomatic mission to
maintain stability and ease tensions
across the region - with officials
and ministers working closely with
more than 40 nations. And it is why
we have deployed additional mili-
tary assets to the Eastern
Mediterranean to deter against an
escalation in violence. Saudi
Arabia and our other Gulf partners,
with their unique understanding of
the interconnected forces that
shape security and prosperity in
this region, have a key role to play
as interlocutors, mediators and
leaders.

It is clear it will take the com-
bined efforts of our countries to
prevent this conflict from spread-
ing, with devastating results. That
is why I am in Riyadh just days
after our prime minister to coordi-
nate our work with Saudi Arabia.
Because the tragic reality of this
conflict is that civilian lives are
being lost on both sides. So, we
must work together to ensure both
adherence to international humani-
tarian law and the safety and secu-
rity of all people. It is critical that
we secure immediate, unimpeded
and safe access for lifesaving aid to
reach civilians - especially food,
water, fuel and medical supplies.
The recent agreement to allow
trucks of aid into Gaza through

Rafah is an important first step that
will provide a lifeline for some.
But it must not be temporary.
Sustained and safe access to ade-
quate volumes of humanitarian aid
is vital for the needs of the people
of Gaza to be met. That is why,
alongside the Gulf Cooperation
Council, we have committed tens
of millions more in aid to help
those suffering most. And it is why
I authorized our Royal Air Force to
airlift vital aid to the Egyptian Red
Crescent Society, so it can get to
those in need as soon as possible.
De-escalation was top on the agen-
da, but I was also pleased to dis-
cuss with Prince Khalid what else
we can do to strengthen our collec-
tive security in these changing
times. Our nations have a well-
established, decades-long defense
partnership. We have a particularly
strong relationship in combat air,
and a large footprint of UK mili-
tary personnel in the Kingdom
committed to Saudi programs. In
December 2022, we signed a
Defense Cooperation Plan to
enhance our defense partnership
further still and we have seen col-
laboration significantly accelerate
over the past 12 months.

We continue to support the
Saudi Ministry of Defense's trans-
formation efforts and deepen
cooperation between our land
forces. But I am also keen to do

more - to strengthen and deepen
our partnership as the world
changes around us. Building on
our strong history of industrial col-
laboration, supporting Saudi
Arabia to develop an indigenous
defense industrial base and devel-
oping mutually beneficial capabil-
ity programs to support regional
security. But while there is much
our nations can do on defense, ulti-
mately, I believe there is also an
endless opportunity for us to seize.
As a frequent visitor to the Gulf, I
know that this is a region buzzing
with activity. Cutting-edge tech-
nology. Sustainable solutions.
Economic opportunity. It is a
region in the midst of a remarkable
transformation. A region whose
rapidly expanding population is
accelerating growth. A region in a
hurry. And Saudi Arabia is spear-
heading the charge toward a
brighter future. Whether by host-
ing the first ever Esports World
Cup next year or undertaking the
world's largest commercial green
hydrogen project. Our prospects
for this brighter future and those
opportunities depend on long-term
security and stability. And this, in
its turn, will require a peaceful res-
olution for both Israelis and
Palestinians. It will require imagi-
native and hopeful leadership that
can lift the veil of despair, protect
civilians from harm and deter
those who only seek to escalate
conflicts.

Saudi Arabia and the UK’s
enduring defense partnership

Grant Shapps

T
HE DUP leader, Jeffrey
Donaldson, expressed his
confidence this week that

there won't be a united Ireland in
his lifetime. But as support for
unionism wanes among Northern
Ireland's young people, could the
so-called peace babies have a dif-
ferent future in mind?

A recent Lucid Talk/Sunday
Times survey showed that 57% of
18 to 24-year-olds in Northern
Ireland would vote "yes" to reuni-
fying Ireland if a border poll were
held today, despite there being no
official campaign or unity plan in
place. More than 600,000 people
have been born in Northern Ireland
since the signing of the Good
Friday agreement, and they have
grown up during a sustained period
of peace that has given rise to a new
set of priorities. This is a generation
that wants more rights, more pro-
gressive change - and to confine the
division of the past to the dustbin of
history.

Polls and surveys have consis-
tently demonstrated that the Good
Friday generation are more likely to
vote for a united Ireland, more like-
ly to identify as Irish or Northern
Irish, and that the vast majority do
not align themselves with unionist
ideology - all of which suggests
pro-union parties are likely to face
an uphill battle in convincing them
that Northern Ireland's place is in
the UK. Last month, I asked young
people at Belfast's One Young
World summit whether the picture
painted by polling rings true. "With
the British government's blatant
disregard for Northern Ireland -
most recently demonstrated by the
Troubles 'legacy' bill and disastrous

consequences of Brexit - it's per-
fectly legitimate and understand-
able for young people to aspire to a
constitutional arrangement that bet-
ter protects the rights and identities
of people in Northern Ireland and
minoritised communities," said one
activist I spoke to, 25-year-old Tara
Grace Connolly. "Why would we
want to stay part of a union that
fails to show basic respect to its
own citizens?"

For 19-year-old student Ellie-Jo
Taylor, Brexit fundamentally
changed the pull of a united Ireland
among younger generations. "We
are campaigning for our future, for
a return to the European Union
within a united Ireland," she told
me. "We have an opportunity to
create an entirely new country."
Since the Brexit vote in 2016, con-
versations around reunification
have become mainstream.
Universities across Ireland and the
UK are undertaking new research
on constitutional change; Ireland's
upper chamber, Seanad Éireann, is
examining Ireland's constitutional
future; and grassroots campaign
groups have been established to
prepare for a referendum. On the
pro-union side, there are groups
such as former first minister Arlene
Foster's Together UK. On the pro-
reunification side, Ireland's Future
has published several papers and
organised large-scale conferences
to discuss what a united Ireland
could look like. Someone's position
on whether Ireland should be uni-
fied used to be solely about whether
they cleaved to one of two ideolog-
ical positions; but there are now

clear economic arguments, and the
possibility of remaining inside the
EU, that are proving persuasive.

Donaldson insists that "the peo-
ple of Northern Ireland will contin-
ue to vote to remain part of the
sixth largest economy in the
world". But his party has created a
rod for its own back. The DUP has
enabled a stasis in which Northern
Ireland's devolved assembly has
been non-operational for 70% of
the past six and a half years, and
repeatedly blocked attempts for
more devolved government. This
has forced many younger people to
advocate for constitutional change
as it feels like the only route to a
functional political system. While
politics is still stuck in the mire,
Northern Ireland's peace babies
have their focus trained on climate
crisis, human rights, education and
mental health. Unburdened by the
historically entrenched concepts of
identity that came to define prior
generations, most 18 to 24-year-
olds state they do not identify as
unionist or nationalist, according to
the 2022 Northern Ireland Life and
Times Survey.

And who can blame them? In no
other region of the United
Kingdom are people defined by
whether they support the union or if
they're a nationalist. And so the
binary, black-and-white worldview
threaded throughout the fabric of
Northern Ireland's history feels
increasingly out of step with a gen-
eration that has a variety of political
ideologies such as environmental-
ism, feminism or liberalism to take
inspiration from. For Emma

Murphy, a 24-year-old graduate,
identity is still important - but it just
"manifests in a different way".
"Young people might identify more
with being a person of colour, or
with being from an LGBTQ+ com-
munity," she says. The gap between
generations is growing. Forty-five
percent of respondents to the
Northern Ireland Life and Times
survey aged 18 to 24 identified as
more Irish than British, in stark
contrast with the 15% of 18 to 24-
year-olds who identified as union-
ist. It is of little surprise that 41% of
respondents over 65 years old iden-
tified as more British than Irish,
with this age cohort also leaning
predominantly unionist (43%). The
stark difference is due to a tectonic
shift in societal consciousness and a
growing appetite for progressive
politics.

This appetite is fundamentally
incompatible with the regressive
unionist ideology rooted in cultural
dominance and conservatism. The
pulls for a united Ireland are many.
A functioning government, better
human rights protections, a return
to the EU - to name only a few. In
contrast, Northern Ireland's politi-
cal system is a dysfunctional basket
case, and increasingly unattractive
to today's young people. We have
no government, no anti-poverty
strategy and public services are
buckling. Even if the zombie
corpse of Stormont is revived it
won't last, and neither will the
nation of Northern Ireland. It's only
a matter of time before the people
of Ireland are given the opportunity
to envisage the landscape they want
to see take shape on the horizon.
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‘Why would we want to be part of UK?’
Emma DeSouza

O
N September 19,
Rwanda's President
Paul Kagame con-

firmed that he would stand
for re-election in his coun-
try's August 2024 presiden-
tial election, and attempt to
win an unprecedented
fourth term in office. "I am
pleased with the confidence
that Rwandans have placed
in me. I will always serve
them, as long as I can," the
66-year-old was quoted as
saying in an interview with
Jeune Afrique, a French-
language news magazine.

It is not surprising that
Kagame is gearing up for
another presidential contest.
After all, it appears that, over
the years, Rwanda's president
has developed an effective
blueprint not only for win-
ning elections, but also for
doing so with seemingly uni-
versal public approval.
Indeed, the former army gen-
eral, who has led Rwanda
since June 2000, won the
2010 and 2017 presidential
elections with 93 percent and
98.6 percent of the votes
respectively. And before that,
in his first presidential elec-
tion in 2003, he had gained
the support of 95.05 percent
of Rwandan voters.

According to constitution-
al amendments approved via
a referendum in December
2015, Kagame can seek a
third seven-year term next
year, and has the right to run
for further two five-year
terms thereafter, meaning he
can theoretically remain in
power till 2034 On the face
of it, seeking another term in
office seems to be a reason-
able way forward for an
incredibly popular and suc-
cessful head of state.

Rwanda has certainly
made significant socioeco-
nomic strides since the 1994
genocide that killed at least
800,000 mainly ethnic Tutsi
and moderate Hutu civilians,
with many observers describ-
ing the country as an African
success story. However, this
commendable progress does
not erase the fact that
Kagame is a ruthless despot
and a major obstacle to true
democratic progress.

Indeed, elections in
Rwanda have been marred
by extensive government
crackdowns on free speech,
independent media, and
political opposition since the
very beginning. And it is
highly suspect whether
Kagame would have been
able to secure the support of
almost all Rwandan voters
repeatedly over the years if
he had faced his rivals in
truly free and fair elections.
The Rwandan government,
under Kagame's guidance,
has long engaged in repre-
hensible lawfare to eliminate
those who have sought to
challenge Kagame at the
polls. Authorities thwarted
attempts by presidential
hopefuls Victoire Ingabire
Umuhoza and Diane
Rwigara to stand against
Kagame in 2010 and 2017
respectively, for example.
Kigali has also reportedly
abducted and assassinated
dissidents and opposition
leaders, both at home and

abroad. Suspected state
agents allegedly murdered
Patrick Karegeya, the former
external intelligence chief
and co-founder of the
Rwandan National Congress,
in South Africa in January
2014.

So, as proven time and
again, Kagame is not a true
democrat. Thus, it's impossi-
ble to determine with any
degree of certainty whether a
significant percentage of
Rwandans really have "con-
fidence" in his leadership and
want to see him run for office
once again next year.
Rwanda, after all, is not real-
ly a democracy. Sure, it has
all the elementary structures
of a democracy and it seems
to be able to hold elections on
a regular basis. Under this
democratic facade, however,
Kagame is actually ruling
Rwanda like his personal
fiefdom. His is an undisput-
edly authoritarian, anti-dem-
ocratic regime - and one that
many other despots in the
region look up to.

In April, for example,
while hosting Kagame for a
two-day visit in Conakry,
Guinea's military ruler,
Colonel Mamadi
Doumbouya - who over-
threw former president Alpha
Conde in a September 2021
military coup - expressed
great admiration for
Kagame's de facto dictator-
ship and even said he "draws
inspiration from the
Rwandan model" describing
it in a presidential statement
as an "African reference".
Fast-forward to September
21, it wasn't surprising to
hear Doumbouya criticise
democratic governance as a
Western imposition at the
78th United Nations General
Assembly. "Africa is suffer-
ing from a governance model
that has been imposed on it
… a model that is good and
effective for the West but is
difficult to adapt to our reali-
ties, our customs and envi-
ronment," he told world lead-
ers gathered in New York.
This is an old trope that
Kagame himself has long
been using to deflect atten-
tion away from his atrocious
human rights record.

At his inauguration cere-
mony in September 2010, for
instance, he slammed "the
self-proclaimed critics of
Rwanda," and claimed that
the "lack of democracy" was
not "Africa's biggest prob-
lem". More than a decade
later, Kagame is still in
power, and is still arguing
that Africa does not really
have a democracy problem.
This, despite unelected mili-
tary governments being in
power in Sudan, Gabon,
Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso,
and Guinea. And supposedly
"democratic leaders" like
Kagame himself, who
remain in power on the back
of bogus elections, presiding
over many others. Sure, it is
the right and duty of any
African leader to condemn
and resist any colonial and
neo-colonial transgression.
This continent has suffered
more than enough from

Western impositions. But
democracy is no longer an
exclusively Western model
or aspiration. And it is not a
Western imposition - in fact,
these days Western powers
seem to prefer dealing with
friendly dictators rather than
independently minded and
democratically elected
African leaders. Today, the
West is not imposing democ-
racy on unwilling African
nations. It is Africans them-
selves, who long for true
democracy on the continent.

A study published by
Afrobarometer in January
2023 revealed that most
Africans - including 77 per-
cent of Guineans - support
democracy and would like to
see stronger democratic insti-
tutions in their countries. In
the same study, 74 percent
said they reject military gov-
ernments and 82 percent
voiced their dislike for the
type of strongman rule with a
democratic facade that
Kagame has established in
Rwanda. This is the unspo-
ken truth: Africans love
democracy and want to see it
work. Of course, democracy
is not a perfect governance
model - no system is. That
being said, it's the ideal vehi-
cle for peaceful socioeco-
nomic development, and
Africans know this. The
large-scale adoption of
democracy across Africa in
the 20th century was essen-
tially a homegrown response
to the social injustices inflict-
ed on Africans by colonial
and settler regimes. It wasn't,
as Doumbouya sought to
underhandedly suggest at the
UN, predicated on Western
impositions alone.

Look at South Africa's
1995 Freedom Charter - it
advocated for a multi-racial
democracy as a remedy to
apartheid rule. African
democracies are laden with
locally agreed standards that
are also universally
acclaimed values (PDF).
They include principles that
Kagame, Doumbouya and
many other leaders have rou-
tinely chosen to disregard:
the unhindered participation
of citizens, equality, account-
ability, the rule of law, politi-
cal tolerance, free and fair
elections, and human rights.
Most Africans - myself
included - have simply never
experienced the true and
expansive fabric of democra-
cy, as African leaders have
mostly refused to fully
embrace or implement it.

In this sense, Kagame's
Rwanda is not an "African
success story", or the
"African reference" for suc-
cessful governance as
Doumbouya hypocritically
claimed, but a guidebook for
newly empowered despots
across the continent on how
to create an illusion of
democracy. Africans, and
Rwandans, deserve and
demand better. Kagame
should reconsider his ill-
advised decision to run for
office again. Rwanda can
become a real African suc-
cess story - a genuine refer-
ence for other African nations
- but only if Kagame allows
democracy to prosper.

Democracy in Africa is
not a Western imposition

Tafi Mhaka

M
OHAMED Muiz-
zu, the mayor of
Male, won the

Maldives' presidency
recently. He defeated the
incumbent Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih, securing
54 per cent of the popular
vote in the second-round
runoff. The transition will
formally occur on
November 17.

The election results
highlight a society that is
increasingly polarised
between the pro-Western
Maldivian Democratic
Party (MDP) of Solih and
Muizzu's People's National
Congress (PNC), which is
sceptical of the West.
Within these groups, there
is another, arguably more
relevant, divide between
what pundits describe as
the pro-India and pro-China
factions. Maldives, a strate-
gically important atoll of
1,000 islands, mostly unin-
habited, lies at the cross-
roads of shipping routes in
the Indian Ocean and has
become a battleground for
China-India competition.
Both countries vie for influ-
ence over the country's
policies, which lie at the
fault lines of Maldives'
domestic politics.

Muizzu's PNC, under its
previous leader Abdulla
Yameen adopted China's
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), securing more than
$1 billion in assistance for
infrastructure development.
However, Yameen lost the
2018 elections to
Mohammad Solih, who
brought the Maldives back
into India's orbit. New
Delhi responded by invest-
ing millions of dollars in

infrastructure development
in the Maldives. By the end
of 2021, the Maldives had
racked up an equal amount
of debt, 26 per cent of GDP
each, to China and India.
However, Solih is also
accused of establishing sys-
tems of patronage over the
years.

Muizzu's election could
have a significant impact
on the Maldives' foreign
policy posture. He also
took aim at the unbalanced
trade relations between
India and the Maldives,
which he has promised to
rectify. In 2021, India's
exports to the Maldives
amounted to $416 million,
while it imported $49 mil-
lion in goods from the
Maldives. Meanwhile,
China exported goods
worth $395 million to the
Maldives, and its imports
were valued at a mere $3.9
million.

The Indian government
is likely to continue fund-
ing the Greater Male
Connectivity Projects, a
6.7km (4-mile) road project
currently under construc-
tion that aims to link the
capital, Male, with the
island of Villingili. India
has also provided the
Maldives with a $100 mil-
lion grant and a $400 mil-
lion line of credit for the
infrastructure initiative.
Characterising the previous
administrations as pro or
anti a major power may be
simpler than the reality on
the ground.

The incumbents did not
declare themselves anti-
China or anti-India. The

previous presidents only
tapped into available eco-
nomic assistance opportu-
nities. China's BRI and
deeper pockets make it a
more attractive option for
much of the world.
Candidacy also compels
adopting a degree of emo-
tional rhetoric, while the
burden of incumbency tem-
pers it off, and moderation
in policymaking takes over.
The experience of presiden-
tial behaviour once they are
in power is also a pointer to
the rational approach the
previous officeholders have
adopted.

With its bold rescue
effort in Sri Lanka after the
country defaulted, India has
demonstrated the capacity
to commit resources needed
to maintain its influence,
regardless of which politi-
cal party is in power in the
Maldives. A sharper turn
towards China, which is
likely to draw a backlash, is
also not in its long-term
interests. Chinese leader-
ship, with its long-term
view of history, will be
quite mindful of such a pos-
sibility and will refrain
from overtly pushing to
occupy space in the
Maldives. Once formally in
power, Muizzu will also
need to demonstrate,
beyond rhetoric, that the
Maldives, because of its
location and vulnerabilities,
will not be a pawn in a big
power game and will fol-
low a policy of balance
between the two Asian
giants. This will be good
for the Maldives and also
for long-term stability in
the region.

Gulf News

New govt in Maldives
faces policy challenges

Sajjad Ashraf



ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Minister for Energy
Muhammad Ali on
Thursday said the proposed
increase in gas tariff would
not affect 57 percent of
consumers across the coun-
try rather it would help con-
trol and end the ever-
increasing circular debt of
the petroleum sector.

“It will be a big achieve-
ment,” the minister said in
a media briefing on the gas
prices’ revision along with
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi. The Energy
Minister said the increase
in gas prices had been
approved by the Economic
Coordination Committee
(ECC) and now would be
presented before the federal
cabinet for the final nod.

Out of around 10 million
gas consumers, he said the
commodity price for 5.7
million had not been
increased. “After the pro-
posed increase, there will
be no surge in the circular
debt of the energy sector,
which currently stood at
Rs2.1 trillion in the recent
past.” The minister said the
fixed rate (line rent) for the
5.7 million gas consumers
had been increased from

Rs10 to Rs400, adding the
new tariff would marginal-
ly affect the protected gas
consumers.   

He was of the view that
most of the people living in
rural areas had no access to
gas and were using
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) and wood as sources
of fuel. “Approximately
30% of the country’s popu-
lation has access to gas
facility while this commod-
ity is not available for 70%
of the population and they
are using LPG and wood as
fuel,” he added.

Ali further explained
that in terms of consump-
tion, 57% of households
primarily use 31% of the
total gas and account for
11% of payments.

He said that the upper
class, which constituted 3%
of gas connections, used
17% of the gas, leading to a
39% billing rate. He said
the gas rate had not been
increased for “Tandoor”
across the country to facili-
tate the masses.

The minister said gas
prices for the Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) and
commercial connections
had also been increased.
However, he said gas price

for the fertilizer and power
sectors had not been
increased as the hike in the
price for this sector directly
affected the farmers of the
country. He said the gas
price for the export-orient-
ed industries had been
brought to the level of
regional countries, adding a
uniformed gas tariff had
been put in place for the old
and new industrial gas con-
nections. “The gas tariff
difference between the
North and South regions for
industrial sector has also
been narrowed” he added.
However, he said, that the
gas rate had been increased
for non-export industries.     

Responding to a ques-
tion, he said there was no
plan to lift ban new gas
connections due to non-
availability of the gas.
“Sooner or later we will
have to shift on LPG due to
non-availability of the natu-
ral gas in the country [as
existing reserves are deplet-
ing at the rate of around 9%
annually,” he added. 

He said around the world
natural gas was being pro-
vided to power sector for
the generation of cheaper
electricity.  To another ques-
tion, he said following the

increase in gas tariff, there
were bright chances of
international companies to
invest in oil and gas explo-
ration activities in Pakistan.  

He further it was unfor-
tunate from the last many
years; no exploration policy
framework had been made.
“We are working on explo-
ration policy framework”
he added. Responding to a
question with regard to
control LPG price, the min-
ister said, the government
was working with Oil and
Gas Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) on this issue. 

To a query about gas
supply situation during the
peak winter season
(November-February) , he
said gas supply for domes-
tic consumers would be
available for eight hours
like the previous year. 

The Energy Minister said
due to circular debts and
revolving loans, the pay-
ments were not being made
to many companies which
made them to windup their
business from the country.
He brushed aside the impres-
sion that the new gas tariff
would primarily benefit the
wealthy segments of the soci-
ety, emphasizing the broader
impact on various sectors.

F.P. Report

I S L A M A B A D :
Demonstrating its unwa-
vering commitment to
community well-being,
the Oil and Gas
Development Company
Limited (OGDCL)
marked a significant mile-
stone by distributing a
new fleet of nine ambu-
lances in District Ghotki,
with a total value of PKR
18.00 million. This
remarkable event was

held at the Deputy
Commissioner's Office in
Ghotki.

As the foremost con-
tributor to Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiatives within
Pakistan's corporate sec-
tor, OGDCL has
embarked on a transfor-
mative journey to bolster
healthcare infrastructure
by donating a total of 100
ambulances to communi-
ties across the nation.

The event was graced

by the presence of notable
dignitaries, including
Chief Minister Sindh
Retd. Justice Maqbool
Baqir, who served as the
Chief Guest. 

The Minister of Home
Affairs and the Inspector
General of Sindh also
attended the occasion.

These newly donated
ambulances, set to be
immediately deployed,
are expected to 
significantly enhance the
emergency healthcare

system. 
These ambulances will

play a crucial role in rein-
forcing the referral sys-
tem, a key component of
achieving comprehensive
health coverage. 

This is especially sig-
nificant for individuals
residing in remote or
hard-to-reach areas, as
well as those who cannot
afford transportation.

Chief Minister Sindh,
in recognition of
OGDCL's outstanding
efforts, expressed his
appreciation and later
officially handed over the
9 ambulances to the
Deputy Commissioner
and District Health
Officer of Ghotki for dis-
tribution among the
already nominated Rural
Health Centers (RHC)
and Basic Health Units
(BHU) within the district.

OGDCL's contribution
in enhancing healthcare
infrastructure demon-
strates its unwavering
commitment to the well-
being of communities,
emphasizing the signifi-
cance of CSR in creating
a positive and lasting
impact on society.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Caretaker
Federal Minister for IT &
Telecommunication Dr.
Umar Saif has said that no
doubt about the potential in
Pakistan's IT sector, the
industry is playing a signif-
icant role in the stability of
the country's economy, the
government is taking vigor-
ous steps to provide all pos-
sible facilities to the IT
industry. There is a need to
be Brand Pakistan and mar-
keted globally in the
desired manner. He said
this while addressing the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
signing ceremony for
strategic partnership
between HBL and Pakistan
Software Houses
Association (P@SHA) here
in Karachi on Thursday.

Dr. Umar Saif further
said, “I am delighted to be
part of the event and hope
that this collaboration will
play a vital role and foster-
ing the growth and devel-
opment of the IT sector
domestically and interna-
tionally.”  Mentioning the
role of the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), the IT
Minister said that all
required facilities are being
provided to boost the IT &
Telecom sector. 

Dr. Saif highlighted the
SIFC’s recent decision that
IT companies have now
been allowed to retain 50%
of their revenue in US dol-
lar accounts. These compa-
nies will also be provided
with corporate debit cards

by the banks, which can be
freely used to make interna-
tional payments. This step
has been taken on the rec-
ommendation of the IT
industry (P@SHA) aimed
to encourage the
Information Technology
(IT) and IT-enabled
Services (ITeS) to boost
export earnings and bring
additional foreign
exchange into the country.

Regarding MoU, it is
worth mentioning here
that HBL, Pakistan’s Best
Bank, has entered a
multi-year partnership
with the Pakistan
Software Houses
Association (P@SHA),
the country’s only IT
industry association, to
support them in launching
a series of impactful
engagements locally and

globally. Through this
collaboration, HBL aims
to support P@SHA in
positioning Pakistan as a
growing tech destination
in the global market.

The Bank’s extensive
collaboration with stake-
holders has given it a deep
understanding of the
industry’s needs, enabling
it to offer tailored finan-
cial solutions.
Commenting on the initia-
tive, Muhammad
Aurangzeb, President &
CEO – HBL, said, “We
believe that the IT industry
has the potential to be a
major driver of economic
growth and job creation in
Pakistan. This collabora-
tion is a testament to our
commitment to becoming
a ‘Technology Company
with a Banking License’. 

It will provide an
opportunity for HBL to
engage with key stake-
holders in the IT, free-
lancer, software, and gam-
ing industry and showcase
its innovative financial
solutions and services that
can meet the specific
needs of the IT sector.”

Speaking at the occasion,
Muhammad Zohaib Khan,
Chairman – P@SHA, said:
“With HBL by our side,
P@SHA is ready to embark
on a transformative journey
for Pakistan's tech land-
scape. This strategic part-
nership will propel us
toward realizing our vision
of making Pakistan a hub
for technology excellence.
Together, we will open new
doors of opportunity, inno-
vation, and global recogni-
tion for our IT industry.”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) on
Thursday gained 8.15
points, a nominal change
of 0.02 percent, closing at
51,185.28 points against
51,177.13 points the pre-
vious day. A total of
364,039,493 shares valu-
ing Rs 10.928 billion
were traded during the
day as compared to

427,393,948 shares valu-
ing Rs 15.509 billion the
previous day. As many as
355 companies transacted
their shares in the stock
market; 139 of them
recorded gains and 196
sustained losses, whereas
the share price of 20 com-
panies remained
unchanged. 

The three top-trading
companies were

WorldCall Telecom with
57,470,968 shares at
Rs.1.36 per share, Bank
of Punjab with
46,166,578 shares at
Rs.4.83 per share and K-
Electric Ltd with
20,802,432 shares at
Rs.3.23 per share. 

Service Ind. Ltd wit-
nessed a maximum
increase of Rs.28.74 per
share price, closing at

Rs.412.00, whereas the
runner-up was Al-Ghazi
Tractors with a Rs.23.56
rise in its per share price
to Rs 337.74. 

Sapphire Fiber XD wit-
nessed a maximum
decrease of Rs 88.44 per
share closing at Rs
1090.75, followed by
Faisal Spinning XD with
a Rs.20.00 decline to
close at Rs.330.00.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Executive Officer
Pakistan Furniture Council
Mian Kashif Ashfaq
Thursday said a high level
Turkish furniture manufac-
turers delegation would
visit Pakistan to further
explore the possibilities of
collaboration for joint ven-
tures and investment. 

Talking to a delegation
of furniture manufacturers
led by Araib Arain here, he
said series of fruitful meet-
ings with Turkish furniture

manufacturers through
zoom had been arranged to
invite them to Pakistan. 

He said both the Turkish
and Pakistani furniture
industries were significant
players in the global mar-
ket. The chief executive
said collaboration between
the Turkish and Pakistani
furniture industries could
lead to exciting opportuni-
ties for the two  countries. 

It could involve sharing
expertise, technology, and
design ideas, resulting in

the production of unique
and high-quality furniture
products he added. 

This partnership might
also facilitate access to
each other's markets, poten-
tially increasing trade and
economic benefits for both
nations,he added. 

He said their visit
would be an exciting
opportunity for both
Turkish and Pakistani busi-
nesses to strengthen  ties
and explore potential
investment and joint ven-

tures in the furniture indus-
try. It could lead to benefi-
cial collaborations and eco-
nomic growth for both the
countries, he added. 

Mian Kashif said the
Turkish furniture industry
had been known for its
craftsmanship, innovation,
and the use of high-quality
materials. He said Turkey's
strategic location at the
crossroads of Europe, Asia,
and the Middle East could
help Pakistan a hub for fur-
niture exports.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Descon
Engineering Limited
(DEL) and Engro Polymer
& Chemicals Limited
(EPCL) are proud to
announce the signing of a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
further enhance their more
than three decade-long
partnership. This signifi-
cant milestone, marks a
renewed commitment to
mutual collaboration in the
field of plant maintenance,
shutdowns, reliability, and
asset performance manage-
ment to ensure sustainable
operations.

The MoU was officially
signed by the Chief
Executive Officer of
Descon Engineering, Mr.
Taimur Saeed, and the
Chief Executive Officer of
Engro Polymer &
Chemicals Limited, Mr.

Jahangir Piracha, solidify-
ing the intent of both organ-
izations to work together
for the long-term benefit of
their valued clients.

Mr. Taimur Saeed stated:
"This Memorandum of
Understanding is a testa-
ment to the enduring part-
nership between Descon
Engineering Limited and
Engro Polymer &
Chemicals Limited. We are

committed to bring our
overseas experience in our
collaboration with Engro
Polymer to provide top-
notch services and
unmatched value to our
clients. Together, we will
continue to raise the bar in
the industry."

Speaking at the
Occasion Mr. Jahangir
Piracha CEO Engro
Polymer & Chemicals

Limited said "Our commit-
ment to delivering excel-
lence in plant maintenance
and asset management has
been unwavering. This
MoU reinforces our dedica-
tion to sustainable and reli-
able operations. Engro
Polymer & Chemicals
Limited is excited about the
opportunities this partner-
ship will bring to the indus-
try and our clients."

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of the dairy sector
of Ireland Thursday visited
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) and showed interest
to explore investment oppor-
tunities in Pakistan’s dairy
sector. The representatives of
the Board of Investment of
Pakistan also accompanied
the  delegation. 

Addressing the delega-
tion, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President, ICCI
said that Pakistan’s dairy sec-
tor played an important role
in the national economy as
its value was more than the
combined value of major
wheat and cotton cash-
crops. He said that Pakistan
was the 5th top milk produc-
er in the world as it produced

over 65 million tonnes of
milk every year. 

However, due to lack of
modern technology and best
practices, over 95 percent of
milk remained unprocessed
due to which the country was
losing huge economic value
of this product, he added. 

Ahsan Bakhtawari said
that Irish investors should
bring modern technology
and expertise to Pakistan and
invest in the dairy sector,
which would enable them to
export value-added milk
products around the world.
He said that investment of
Irish investors in Pakistan’s
dairy sector would bring
about a revolution in the
lives of millions of people
whose livelihood were
directly linked to this sector

and bring prosperity to rural
Pakistan. He was of the view
that increasing the process-
ing of milk up to 15-20 per-
cent from the current level of
less than 5 percent would
help Pakistan overcome its
economic challenges and
emerge as a growing econo-
my. He assured that ICCI
would fully cooperate in
connecting them with right
partners in Pakistan. 

Speaking on the occasion,
the members of delegation
said that Pakistan had huge
potential in the dairy sector. 

They said that Ireland had
advanced technology and
expertise in the dairy sector as
it exports over �5 billion of
dairy products every year,
which were known for their
quality and standards. They

said that they were keen to
explore investment opportu-
nities in Pakistan’s dairy sec-
tor as the cost of shipping
dairy products from Ireland to
this part of the world was
quite huge. They said that
they could educate Pakistani
farmers in herd management,
quality milk production and
value addition of milk prod-
ucts. The dairy industry is a
key component of the
Ireland’s economy providing
�16 billion of economic value
and around 85,000 jobs, with
much needed employment
focused in rural areas. Faad
Waheed, Senior Vice
President ICCI said that the
average milk yield of a cow
was less than 14 litres per day
in Pakistan as against the
global standards of 30 litres.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
per tola price of 24 karat
gold increased by
Rs.2,900 and was sold at
Rs.211,350 on Thursday
compared to its sale at
Rs.208,450  the previous

day of trading. 
The price of 10 grams

of 24 karat gold also
increased by Rs.2,486 to
Rs.181,198 from
Rs.178,712  whereas the
prices of 10 gram 22 karat

gold went up to
Rs.166,098 from
Rs.163,820, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported. 

The price of per tola
and ten gram silver

remained constant at
Rs.2,550 and Rs.2,186.21
respectively. The price of
gold in the international
market increased by $20 to
$2010 from $1,990, the
Association reported.
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Proposed increase in
gas tariff not to affect

57% consumers

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Federal Minister for Finance, Revenue & Economic Affairs
recently convened a productive meeting with the Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK). 

OGDCL donates nine 
ambulances to District Ghotki

PSX gains 8.15 points

HBL and P@SHA forge 
strategic partnership

Gold rates up by Rs.2,900 
to Rs.211,350 per tola

Descon Engineering and Engro Polymers enter
into MoU for Asset life cycle Management

Irish delegation keen to explore investment
prospects in Pakistan’s Dairy Sector

Turkish furniture manufacturers
delegation to visit Pakistan
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Haider wins
gold medal

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s Haider Ali
qualified for Paris
2024 Paralympics as
he claimed the gold
medal in the discus
throw competition at
the ongoing Asian Para
Games in Hangzhou,
China, on Thursday.
Haider finished at the
top with a throw of
51.23m in his fourth
attempt, according to
information received
here.  Japan’s Yamato
Shimbo earned the sil-
ver medal with a throw
of 49.70m, while
China’s Zhang
Xuelong won bronze
medal with a throw of
48.26m. The minimum
entry requirements for
Paralympics is 39m.
Haider’s all six throws
were above that mark.
Haider had also won a
gold medal in the dis-
cus throw at the Tokyo
2020 Paralympics
Games with a throw of
55.26m, becoming the
first Pakistani to do so.

PCB urges support
Pakistan Team

LAHORE (PPI): The
PCB acknowledges the
emotions and senti-
ments of cricket fans
following the three con-
secutive defeats faced
by the national team in
the ICC World Cup
2023. In this challeng-
ing environment, the
board administration
hopes that the cricket-
ing fraternity and fans
will continue to support
captain Babar Azam
and the entire Pakistan
cricket team. The
national team still has
four crucial matches
remaining in the round-
robin stage, and the
PCB is optimistic that
the team will regroup,
overcome the setbacks
and perform positively
and effectively in the
upcoming fixtures.
Addressing the media
scrutiny directed at cap-
tain Babar Azam and
the team management,
the board's stance,
echoing that of former
cricketers, is that suc-
cesses and defeats are
part of the game.
Captain Babar Azam
and Chief Selector
Inzamam-ul-Haq were
given freedom and sup-
port in forming the
squad for the ICC
World Cup 2023.
Looking ahead, the
board will make deci-
sions in the best interest
of Pakistan cricket
based on the team's per-
formances in the World
Cup. At present, the
PCB encourages fans,
former players and
stakeholders to rally
behind the team as they
strive to make a tri-
umphant comeback in
the mega-event.

Shoaib, Misbah urge
PCB to invest in Saim
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former Pakistan cap-
tains, Shoaib Malik and
M i s b a h - u l - H a q ,
praised the skills of
stylish left-handed
batsman Saim Ayub
and urged the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
authorities to invest in
him. Misbah-ul-Haq
anticipated that the tal-
ented left-handed bats-
man – currently play-
ing in Karachi Whites
as an opening batsman
– has a very bright
future, as he played
very fine innings in a
long format, which is
right now the require-
ment for the national
team. Shoaib Malik
suggested to the PCB
that they have to take
Saim Ayub on interna-
tional tours [he specifi-
cally mentioned
Australia] to give the
young talent exposure.
He believes Saim pos-
sesses immense talent
and has the ability to
win matches for
Pakistan in the future.
While replying to a
question during A-
Sports show ‘The
Pavilion’, Musbah stat-
ed, “I think a chance
should be given to fast
bowlers as Mir Hamza
and Shahnawaz Dahani
are performing in the
Quaid-e-Azam Trophy
and taking wickets, the
current bowlers in the
national team don’t
have the experience of
test matches as they
only played One Day
Internationals (ODIs)
and T20 matches.”

09

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Lahore division clinches
Inter Division National
Basketball Championship
title by defeating
Islamabad with 100-59
points here at Pakistan
Sports Complex
Islamabad.

Eight top divisions
Karachi, Faisalabad ,
Peshawar, Hazara,
Gujranwala, Rawalpindi,
Lahore and Islamabad
were participated in the
five days championship
which organized by the
Federal Basketball
Association.

Military Attaché of
Embassy of Russia in
Pakistan Col Surgey A
Tyurin was the chief guest
of closing ceremony while
Joint Secretary Ministry of
IPC Fayyaz ul Haq,
President Pakistan
Basketball Federation
(PBBF) Brig. (r) Iftikhar
Mansoor, PBBF Secretary

General Khalid Bashir,
Federal Basketball
Association (FBBA)
President Ejaz Butt, FBBA
Secretary General Ouj E
Zahoor, Deputy Director
General Pakistan Sports
Board Saeed Akhtar and
other dignities were also
attending closing ceremony. 

In the decisive final
Lahore dominate through-
out the match and never
allowed their opponent to
fight back for champi-
onship trophy. Lahore
took lead of 20 points till
the half time of decisive
final by 52-32 points. 

Lahore ace players
Safiullah and Taimur
Mehdi played vital role for
the championship title as
they scored 21 and 14
points while from
Islamabad side Ashrab
Butt scored 25 and
Bakhtawar scored 7 points
respectively. 

In third position match

Faisalabad outclassed
Peshawar by 55-43 points.
Faheem Sattar scoring 18
points and Hanan Tariq
scored 17points for win-
ning side. 

During concluding cer-
emony a heartfelt tribute
given to those who have
dedicated their lives to the
sport of basketball. Din
Muhammad, Maj (r) Asad
Pervaiz, Prof. Siraj ul Haq
Qureshi, Riaz Malik,
Moudood Jafri and
Muhammad Yaqoob were
honored with lifetime
achievement awards.

These esteemed indi-
viduals have tirelessly
served the basketball com-
munity and their contribu-
tions have left an indelible
mark on the sport. Their
exceptional commitment
and passion for basketball
were celebrated and recog-
nized, symbolizing the
enduring spirit of the sport
in Pakistan.

LAHORE (Monitoring Desk):
Karachi Whites clinched their
fifth Quaid-e-Azam Trophy title
after defeating Faisalabad at the
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore by
456 runs on the last day of the
five-day final. Faisalabad captain
Faheem Ashraf was the last batter
to be dismissed off the bowling of
Ghulam Mudassar, sparking off
celebrations for the Sarfaraz
Ahmed-led side that pocketed a
cash prize of PKR 10 million.

Karachi Whites’ last Quaid-e-
Azam Trophy title win came in the
2001-02 season, when they beat
Peshawar in the final by eight
wickets. Before that, they com-
pleted a hat-trick of titles in 1990-
91, 1991-92 and 1992-93.

Faisalabad resumed from their
overnight score of 129-6 with
Faheem leading a counterattack,
delaying the inevitable. They lost
two wickets in the first session
with Ali Asfand and Khurram
Shahzad the batters dismissed as
Faisalabad reached lunch at the
score of 230-8.

Faheem then completed his
fourth first-class century off 119
balls, and added 57 runs for the
ninth wicket with Arshad Iqbal and
51 runs for the last wicket with
Mohammad Ali. Faheem was even-
tually dismissed for 147 off 181
deliveries, his career-best score
including 23 fours and two sixes.

For Karachi Whites, Ghulam
Mudassar registered figures of 3-

62 while Shahnawaz Dahani took
2-119. Mir Hamza, Noman Ali
and Asad Shafiq bagged one
wicket apiece.

At the conclusion of the round-
robin stage of the tournament,
Faisalabad had topped the points
table with Karachi Whites second
on the standings. Peshawar’s
Sahibzada Farhan topped the bat-
ting charts with 847 runs in 10
innings and was awarded best bat-
ter of the tournament. For his 203
in the first innings and 109 in the
second innings, Karachi Whites’
Saim Ayub was named player of
the final. The victorious team’s
captain Sarfaraz Ahmed (697 runs
and 28 dismissals) was declared

player of the tournament.
Faisalabad duo Khurram Shahzad
(36 wickets in eight matches) and
Ali Shan (28 catches and one
stumping) were named best
bowler and best wicket-keeper of
the tournament respectively.

Scores in brief:
Karachi Whites beat Faisalabad

by 456 runs
Karachi Whites 543 all out,

120.2 overs (Saim Ayub 203, Shan
Masood 180; Mohammad Ali 3-63,
Arshad Iqbal 3-94, Khurram
Shahzad 3-120) and 370-7 dec, 98.1
overs (Asad Shafiq 113, Saim Ayub
109, Sarfaraz Ahmed 73; Khurram
Shahzad 2-49, Arshad Iqbal 1-41) 

Faisalabad 124 all out, 35.5

overs (Muhammad Irfan Khan 32,
Ali Waqas 27; Mir Hamza 5-44,
Shahnawaz Dahani 4-50)  and 333
all out, 88 overs (Faheem Ashraf
147, Ali Waqas 48, Taimoor Sultan
31; Ghulam Mudassar 3-62,
Shahnawaz Dahani 2-119, Asad
Shafiq 1-15, Noman Ali 1-37)

Player of the tournament –
Sarfaraz Ahmed (697 runs & 28 dis-
missals) (Karachi Region Whites)

Best Batter – Sahibzada Farhan
(847 runs) (Peshawar Region)

Best Bowler – Khurram Shahzad
(36 wickets) (Faisalabad Region)

Best Wicket-keeper – Ali Shan
(29 dismissals) (Faisalabad Region)

Player of the final – Saim Ayub
(Karachi Region Whites).

ISLAMABAD (APP):
With their backs against
the wall, Pakistan are
eager to roar back into the
competition when they
play South Africa in their
sixth match of the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup
2023 here on Friday.

The team had a terrific
start to their campaign
with wins over the
Netherlands and Sri Lanka
in Hyderabad, but since
have faced three consecu-
tive defeats.

Resilience and the abili-
ty to turn the most adverse
situations in their favour
are the traits that define this
Pakistan side. They pulled
off an epic turnaround in
Australia last year to play
the final of the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup and script-
ed a fairy-tale by winning
the ICC Champions Trophy
2017 in England despite
starting the campaign on

the wrong foot.
Mickey Arthur, the team

director, is hopeful that
Pakistan’s campaign will
take another such turn on
Friday. “We said in the
change room the other night
that we have got six match-
es to win the World Cup,”
Arthur told PCB Digital.

“We have to get on a
streak and win six in a row.
We know that as a unit, we
know that as a team, we
have to make sure we get
our strategy 100%. We
have to make sure that we
get our execution 100% and
if we do that, there is no
reason why we cannot win
the World Cup, he said.”

Pakistan faced a shock
defeat to Afghanistan on
Monday at MA
Chidambaram Stadium.
This loss followed defeats
to India and Australia in
Ahmedabad and Bengaluru,
respectively. There have

been, however, some
glimpses of brilliance and
to make sure that Pakistan
consolidate their qualifica-
tion chances to the semi-
final, Arthur believes that
they will have to click in all
three facets of the game.

“I don’t think our skills
have been where they’ve
needed to be in those last
three games, but these play-
ers have got the skills. It is
up to us as coaches to make
sure that we get them firing
come Friday by giving
them the confidence and
the belief that they can turn
this around,” Arthur said.

“We have not put a
game together yet. We
have not played the com-
plete game. It is up to us to
delve, to dig, to give
advice, to give informa-
tion and to give the belief
that we can put that perfect
game together because we
know our perfect game is

good enough. Our perfect
game is good enough to
beat anybody.

“We have to find it
because there is a massive
ambition within the play-
ing group. The boys are
trying out hard in the prac-
tice and I cannot fault their
effort. I cannot fault my
attitude. What I can fault
is the execution of skills
under pressure, and that’s
something that we contin-
ually work on at practice.”

South Africa are in good
form entering the competi-
tion with four solid wins in
five matches. Can Pakistan
surmount the South Africa
challenge? “They are a
very good cricket team and
they’re full of confidence
because they have played
well. I know though that
if we do our basics and
disciplines right, our
skills will come out and
we can beat anybody.”

BENGALURU (Agencies):
England's World Cup is all
but over after a shambolic
eight-wicket defeat by Sri
Lanka in Bengaluru.

The defending champi-
ons are not mathematically
out but now must win all of
their remaining games,
including against unbeaten
hosts India on Sunday, and
hope an unlikely set of
results go their way.

Attempting to respond to
a record defeat by South
Africa, England's campaign
slumped into complete dis-
array as they were bowled
out for 156.

They reached 45-0
before the wicket of Dawid
Malan, caught behind off
36-year-old Angelo
Mathews for 28, began a
miserable slide. Joe Root
ran himself out for a nervy
three, Jonny Bairstow
swiped to mid-on for 30
and captain Jos Buttler was
caught behind for eight
playing a flashing drive.

Ben Stokes dug in but
holed out for 43 from 73
balls as wickets tumbled
around him. England's
innings subsided in 33.2
overs. David Willey dis-
missed Kusal Perera and
Kusal Mendis to reduce Sri
Lanka to 23-2 inside six
overs, but they still eased to
victory with 24.2 to spare -
Pathum Nissanka ending
77 not out and Sadeera
Samarawickrama unbeaten
on 65. Sri Lanka, whose
only previous win in this
year's tournament came
against the Netherlands,
jump to fifth in the stand-
ings while England are
ninth, with only net run-
rate keeping them off the
bottom of the table.

England approaching
the end of the road

England were famously
stunned by Ireland on this
ground in the 2011 World
Cup. That was a World Cup
shock for the ages, fuelled
by a stunning Kevin
O'Brien onslaught. This
was one of England's worst
performances in the history
of this tournament, saved
for a match they had billed
as must-win.

The performance was
summed up by the comical
dismissal of Adil Rashid,
who was run out at the non-
striker's end, having care-
lessly wandered out of his
crease after watching a wide
bowled to partner Willey.
The result is an era of domi-
nance in white-ball cricket -
one in which England have
become 50 and 20-over
world champions - facing a
sorry end after four defeats
in five matches to start the
title defence.

Even if England can
somehow beat all-conquer-
ing India in Lucknow,
matches against Australia
and Pakistan follow, either
side of a meeting with the
Netherlands which does not
look straightforward on this
form. The maths may not
say it yet, but England's
spell as champions of the
world is over.

Another dismal batting
day

This marked the first
time England have been
bowled out in consecutive
World Cup matches,
although against South
Africa they at least had the
excuse of having to chase
400. As they had against
the Proteas, England made
three changes - Chris
Woakes, Moeen Ali and
Liam Livingstone all
recalled - but it had little
impact.

Bairstow would have
been out to the first ball of
the match had Sri Lanka
reviewed an lbw shout fol-
lowing an inswinger from
left-armer Dilshan
Madushanka. Failure to do
so only delayed England's
misery.

Mathews was the first to
strike with his trundling
medium pace - Malan out
caught behind on review to
hand the veteran his first
ODI wicket since 2020 two
balls into his spell. The all-
rounder was only called
into the Sri Lanka squad as
an injury replacement and it
was his throw that also ran
out Root to end an edgy 10-
ball knock.

That put England's slide
in full swing as Bairstow
played an ugly shot and
Livingstone was pinned in
front by Kumara for one.

Moeen then tamely cut
to backward point on 15 to
hand Mathews another
wicket, before Woakes was
judged to have been caught
in the same position off
seamer Kasun Rajitha after
lengthy checks by the TV
umpire to see if the ball car-
ried. Stokes was dropped
on 12 and had to overturn
an lbw decision on 13 but
was just starting to open his
arms when he was caught at
deep mid-wicket to give
Kumara a third scalp.

After that the final two
departed within three overs,
leaving the bowlers no
hope of defending such a
low total. Willey gave
England fans something to
cheer with his new-ball
spell before Nissanka, who
put on a classy unbeaten
partnership of 137 with
Samarawickrama, sealed
the win with a towering six
over long-on.

England facing
early exit after sorry

Sri Lanka loss

BENGALURU: Sri Lankan players celebrate the wicket of England's Mark Wood with his teammates
during the ICC Men's Cricket World Cup match between England and Sri Lanka.

Pakistan eyeing winning streak
for semifinal qualification

Karachi Whites beat Faisalabad to win
Quaid-e-Azam Trophy 2023-24

Mbappe helps
PSG go top,

Haaland back
among the goals

PARIS (Agencies): Kylian Mbappe helped Paris Saint-
Germain move top of Champions League Group F with a 3-
0 victory over AC Milan on Wednesday, while Newcastle
slumped to a first defeat, 1-0 against Borussia Dortmund.

Erling Haaland was back on the scoresheet as
Manchester City won 3-1 away to Young Boys, and fel-
low British side Celtic drew 2-2 in Glasgow against
Atletico Madrid. Goals from Mbappe, Randal Kolo
Muani and Kang-in Lee in Paris against Milan sent PSG
top of the closely-contested Group F with six points.

The deadlock was broken just after the half-hour mark
when Mbappe received the ball from Warren Zaire-
Emery, unbalanced Fikayo Tomori and then wrong-foot-
ed compatriot Mike Maignan with a smart, low finish.

Ousmane Dembele thought he had doubled the hosts’
advantage on 50 minutes only for a VAR check to disal-
low it for a foul in the build-up.

Kolo Muani, the third member of PSG’s French front
three, then did double the lead three minutes later with a
close-range tap-in before Lee struck.

“We are very proud of our performance,” Kolo Muani
said to Canal Plus. “Winning these games gives everyone
confidence.” Newcastle came back to earth with a home
defeat by Borussia Dortmund, which saw the Germans
move above them into second place on head-to-head.

It was a tight encounter with Dortmund edging it
thanks to a first-half goal from Felix Nmecha.

Nmecha gave Borussia a deserved lead on the stroke of
half-time with a well-controlled finish following excellent
defensive and then creative work by Nico Schlotterbeck.
Newcastle nearly claimed a point in the closing stages of
the match when Callum Wilson’s header struck the cross-
bar, before a later Anthony Gordon chance was deflected
on to the woodwork. Dortmund coach Edin Terzic told
TNT: “With the first half we deserved to win and the sec-
ond half we protected the win.”

Haaland breaks duck
Manchester City made it three from three to top Group

G, with Manuel Akanji’s goal and a Haaland brace seeing
off Young Boys in Switzerland. Man City endured a frus-
trating first period on a plastic pitch in Bern, with Young
Boys goalkeeper Anthony Racioppi producing several
fine saves. Immediately after half-time a stunning save
from the Swiss ’keeper saw the ball rebound off the
crossbar and fall straight to Akanji.

The hosts stunned the Champions League holders on
52 minutes when Meschack Elia broke clear of the
defence and lobbed a finish over the advancing Ederson.

However, hopes of an upset were extinguished when
Haaland broke his five-game goal drought in the compe-
tition with a penalty in the 67th minute. After a Julian
Alvarez goal was disallowed, the Norwegian striker pro-
duced a fine finish to round off a 3-1 win.

“I am sorry, but this guy will score goals all his life,
with the chances he is an incredible threat,” said City
coach Pep Guardiola of Haaland.

Topsy-turvy in Paradise
The points were shared between Celtic and Atletico in

a lively draw, which saw the hosts pick up their first point
of the campaign.

Lahore clinches 
Inter Division National
Basketball C’ship Title

Pakistan capable of
posing 'serious threat'
to South Africa, says

Proteas skipper
CHENNAI (Agencies): South Africa cricket team captain
Temba Bavuma has said that Pakistan can still pose a seri-
ous threat to the Proteas in the upcoming World Cup match
despite the former's poor run-scoring in the tournament.

The two sides are set to clash in the 26th match of
ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 2023 tomorrow
(Friday) at Chennai’s Chidambaram Stadium, where
the Men in Green suffered a humiliating record defeat
against Afghanistan.

The Babar Azam-led side have been witnessing con-
secutive losses against Afghanistan, Australia and India
in the last three matches so the under-pressure side knows
well that tomorrow's game would be “do or die” for them.

However, despite South Africa's excellent standing in
the tournament, Bavuma isn't complacent as far as the
match against Pakistan is concerned. "We've planned for
the game as we've done for all our matches. We've
analysed the Pakistan team, their strengths, weaknesses,
and threats. Our approach is to exploit their weaknesses
and nullify their strengths. Pakistan is a dangerous team,
and we're aware that they can perform exceptionally well
on any given day," the Proteas skipper said.

“We know that they haven't played close to their best, but
tomorrow could be that. Make sure we are ready for that,”
he added. Bavuma acknowledged the quality that Pakistan
pose as an opponent by saying that he had Pakistan as one
of the top four teams in this tournament from the start. The
South African added that his side respect Pakistan as a team
and is aware of their unpredictability.
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In briefIn brief
Search operation 

conducted in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital
Police, Counter
Terrorism Department
(CTD) conducted a
search and combing
operation at Noon police
station jurisdiction and
arrested three suspects.
Police said that search
and combing operations
were being conducted in
different areas of the city
to ensure the safety and
security of the Islamabad
citizens. A search and
combing operation was
conducted in different
areas of Noon police sta-
tion jurisdiction by CTD,
FC and local police team
under the supervision of
SP CTD. During the
operation, 10 houses,
five vehicles and 15
motorcycles were thor-
oughly checked. Three
pistols were recovered
and five suspects and one
bike were shifted to the
police station for further
verification purposes.
ICCPO Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan said that the pur-
pose of the search and
combing operations was
to heighten the security
in the Federal Capital. 

Two bike
lifters arrested
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi District
Police in their ongoing
operations against car
and bike lifter gangs
managed to bust a gang
and rounded up its five
members besides
recovering five motor-
cycles, and other items
from their possession.
According to a police
spokesman, Airport
police conducted a raid
and rounded up two
members of a bike
lifter gang namely
Bilal and Imran. Police
also recovered five
stolen motorcycles
from their possession.
The arrested accused
are record holder crim-
inals and have been
shifted to jail for an
identification parade.
Superintendent of
Police Potohar,
Muhammad Waqas
Khan while appreciat-
ing the performance of
the police team direct-
ed to continue opera-
tion against the car,
bike lifters and other
lawbreakers.

27 more dengue
cases reported

RAWALPINDI (APP):
As many as 27 more
dengue cases were
reported in the district
during the last 24 hours,
raising the tally of con-
firmed cases to 2,217.
District Coordinator
Epidemics Prevention
and Control (DCEPC),
Dr Sajjad Mehmood,
Thursday said that,
among the new cases,13
cases had arrived from
Potohar town urban,
seven from Municipal
Corporation,five from
R a w a l p i n d i
Cantonment and two
from Chaklala
Cantonment area. He
added that 93 patients
were admitted to dis-
trict hospitals of which
64 were confirmed
cases while 2,152 were
discharged after treat-
ment. Dr Sajjad
informed that the dis-
trict administration had
registered 14 FIRs,
issued tickets to nine,
sealed four premises,
and  fined Rs 93,000
against the violations of
dengue SOPs. 

Police arrest 18
lawbreakers

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi district
Police arrested 18 law-
breakers including eight
gamblers, eight for pos-
sessing liquor, weapons
and recovered Rs 8,800
stake money, eight
mobile phones, 21 bottles
of liquor, 22 liters liquor,
four 30 bore pistols and
other items, said a police
spokesman here on
Thursday. He informed
that Naseerabad police
conducted a raid and
arrested eight gamblers
namely Imran, Taimoor,
Shah Zaib, Ghulam
Murtaza, Jamshaid,
Rizwan, Toseef and
Shehbaz, who were
allegedly involved in bet-
ting while playing cards.
Race Course police in
another raid arrested two
street criminals and
recovered Rs 12000 cash,
weapons and other items.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister on Human Rights and
Women Empowerment Mushaal Hussein
Mullick said on Thursday that India was
committing Israel-like war crimes in
Illegally Indian Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK)  but it had imposed mili-
tary siege of the region by blocking com-
munication and imposed gag on the media.

Addressing a press conference along
with senior All Parties Hurriyat
Conference leaders here, she said that hor-
rible videos of Israeli bombing in Palestine
were available on the social media, but
India had hidden its war crimes in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
which could be termed world’s largest
prison. "India has been using chemical
weapons, lethal pellet guns in Kashmir
and targeting hospitals and ambulances
and medical staff", she added.

She said during Covid-19 pandemic,
when the world’s attention was diverted
towards that crisis, India unleashed a fresh
reign of terror in IIOJK to crush
Kashmiris' just freedom struggle.

Mushaal Mullick said that both Israel
and India were committing genocide of
Palestinians and Kashmiris  with complete
impunity. She lamented the human rights
champions in the world had done nothing
practical to presurise Israel and India to
stop genocide of the hapless people of
Palestine and Kashmir.

The special assistant to the PM said that
the hapless Kashmiri nation was bravely
facing the Indian atrocities for the past
over seven decades.

She said that October 27,1947 was the

blackest day in the history of
Kashmir as on this day India illegally

occupied the state against the aspirations
of the Kashmiri masses. She said that in
the age of nuclear weapons and biological
warfare a small war could result in dis-
turbing world order. She opined that if the
Kashmir dispute was not resolved as per
aspirations of the Kashmiris, it could lead
to a great catastrophe in the region.

Mushaal said that now the RSS lobby
was targeting Sikhs and Kashmiris even
outside India and the families of
Kashmiris living abroad were being threat-
ened eviction from their houses if their rel-
atives living abroad took part in anti-India
processions. She expressed the apprehen-
sion that fascist Indian Prime Minister
Narendera Modi would multiply atrocities
on Kashmiris to appease hardline Hindus
to win 2024 Indian elections. She said that
if the United Nations could not pay atten-
tion on Kashmir, genocide of occupied
areas would become a new normal.

Mushaal said with every passing day,
the situation in IIOJK was going from bad
to worse and thousands of non-Kashmiris
from Indian states were being issued
Kashmiri domiciles to change the demog-
raphy of the region. She said that India had
been following the Israeli model of annex-
ation of Palestinian areas and creation of
Jewish colonies there. She said that top
leadership of pro-freedom APHC includ-
ing Yaseen Malik, Shabbir Shah, Aasia
Andrabi, Musarrat Alam had been lan-
guishing in various Indian jails for many
years and New Delhi was hell-bent to pun-
ish them in concocted cases.

India hiding  Israel-like war
crimes in Kashmir through

media gag: Mushaal

Industrial-Area
police arrest 1900

accused during
last six months

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad capital police
Industrial-Area zone police
teams arrested 1900 out-
laws including 163 abscon-
ders during the last six
months involved in a series
of heinous crimes and
criminal activities.

Islamabad police
spokesperson said that
crackdown has been inten-
sified against the criminal
elements to eliminate the
crime from the city.

He said that  Industrial-
Area Zone police teams
conducted a massive crack-
down against the criminal
elements involved in a
series of criminal activities
and succeeded in appre-
hending 1900 outlaws
including 163 absconders
during the last six months.

Police teams also recov-
ered 29 stolen vehicles, 59
stolen motorbikes, 94.33
kilogram hashish, 7.71 kilo-
gram heroin, 177 pistols and
four rifles with ammunition
from their possession.
ICCPO Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan has directed all senior
officials for an effective
crackdown against the
accused involved in drug
peddling and possessing ille-
gal weapons. The perform-
ance of police officials in this
regard would be reviewed on
a continuous basis. No laxity
will be tolerated in official
duties, he maintained.

ANF seizes 46
kg drugs in

six operations
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
six operations across the
country managed to recov-
er over 46 kg of drugs and
arrested four accused, said
an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Thursday.

He informed that 20.4
kg hashish and 3.6 kg
opium were recovered
from a vehicle intercepted
near Maweshi Mandi
Rawalpindi. During the
operation, an accused, a
resident of Mardan, was
arrested.

In another operation at a
courier office in
Rawalpindi, ANF recov-
ered 44 grams of weed
from a parcel sent from
America.

In the third operation, 2
kg heroin and 2 kg Ice
drug were recovered from
the possession of two
women resident of
Karachi, netted from Sher
Shah Toll Plaza Multan.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: During
the ongoing crackdown
against gas pilferers,
SNGPL continued raids in
Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Islamabad, disconnecting
another 166 connections
while imposing fine of Rs.
8.973 million and 212
under billing cases
processed.

In Lahore, the regional
team disconnected 17 con-
nections on illegal use of
gas and another 1 on use of
compressor, 4 Under billing
cases have been processed
and amount of Rs 6.07
booked against gas theives
and under billing cases. 

The team also lodged
one FIR against gas
theives.In Bahawalpur, the
regional team disconnected
five connections on use of
compressor . The company
disconnected 15 connec-
tions on illegal use of gas
while another three on use

of compressor,130 Under
billing cases have been
processed and fine of Rs
0.28 Million imposed
against gas pilferers in
Multan. In Sheikhupura, 17
on illegal use of gas while
one on use of compressor
were disconnected by the
region and 30 Under billing
cases have been processed,
amount of Rs 0.3booked
against gas theives and
Under billing cases.

In Peshawar, the compa-
ny disconnected 60 connec-
tions on account of direct
use of gas and illegal con-
nections. The regional team
also lodged 4 FIRs against
gas thieves. The team also
imposed fine of Rs 1.79
against gas theives.In
Rawalpindi the regional
team disconnected 25 gas
connections and 13 Under
billing cases have been
processed .The team also
lodged 2FIRs against gas
thieves .In Mardan Five con-
nections were disconnected
against illegal use of gas

while imposing fine of Rs
0.12million. In Sialkot, the
team imposed fine of Rs
0.093 against gas pilferes .
The regional team in
Gujranwala 17 under billing
cases processed and 3
meters were disconnected on
the use of compressor and 1
on illegal use of gas. The
region also imposed fine of
Rs. 0.21 million on gas theft
and under billing cases.

The company discon-
nected 08 connections on
illegal use of gas in
Islamabad. In Sahiwal,
three connections were
disconnected on illegal use
of gas. The regional team
in Faisalabad 18 under
billing cases processed
and 1 disconnected on ille-
gal use of gas. Fine of Rs.
0.11 million was also
imposed against gas pilfer-
ers and also lodged 0ne
FIR against gas theives.
The Regional team in
Abbottabad also discon-
nected 01 connection on
illegal use of gas.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Secretary Ministry of
Federal Education and
Professional Training
Waseem Ajmal on
Thursday said that every
child irrespective of their
learning differences, shall
receive the support and
resources they need to suc-
ceed in their educational
journey. He was speaking
as Chief Guest at a launch-
ing ceremony for the
Dyslexia Bill, hosted by
the Ministry of Federal
Education and
Professional Training. 

Secretary of Education
underscored the signifi-
cance of the Dyslexia Bill,
stating, "This legislation
marks a pivotal moment in
our commitment to inclu-
sive education. 

Dyslexia should not be a
barrier to learning. With the

implementation of this bill,
we aim to ensure that every
child, regardless of their
learning differences,
receives the support and
resources they need to suc-
ceed in their educational
journey." Waseem Ajmal
also highlighted the collab-
orative efforts between the
government, educators,
advocacy groups, and the
renowned organization
IDEAS. This collaborative
effort resulted in a ground-
breaking pilot study. 

The study, conducted
with precision and dedica-
tion, produced valuable
insights into the unique
needs of students with
dyslexia. Secretary
Education was briefed on
the occasion that the
Education Ministry is col-
laborating with FPSC to
adapt the assessment mech-

anism according to the
needs of dyslexic candi-
dates. Similarly, FDE will
also adopt a tailor-made
assessment system for all of
the dyslexic students in the
public schools and colleges
in the Federal Territory.
Moreover, National Book
Foundation has developed a
special curriculum for
dyslexic students between
1-5 grades. 

Secretary of Education
was told that the Education
Ministry after conducting a
pilot project, the ministry
would enhance the scope of
its support to all the dyslexic
students in the capital territo-
ry. The Dyslexia Bill 2022,
which was passed in 2022,
has taken a monumental step
closer to realization, due to the
Ministry of Federal Education
and Professional Training's
steadfast commitment. 

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for
Tourism, Wasi Shah here on
Thursday visited the
National Vocational and
Technical Training
Commission (NAVTTC) to
review the ongoing project
of the commission. 

During the visit, Director
General NAVTTC Dr.
Khalid Mehmood briefed
the minister about the Youth
Skill Development Program
(YSDP) and expressed their

commitment to jointly
working for the betterment
of the organization, said a
news release.

Wasi Shah was also
briefed regarding the
achievements of NAVTTC
and its programmes to make
the youth skilled empower.

The minister appreciated
the efforts and prgorammes
launched by the NAVTTC
in empowering youth and
make them able to compete
in the world. 

He committed in helping
NAVTTC for media strategy
to encourage youth to join
skill development opportuni-
ties. He further said that
NAVTTC had made a major
contribution to Pakistan’s
national human resource
development and creates
numerous employment
opportunities for the skilled
youth both overseas and in
the country that benefiting
the individuals and boosting
national economy.

RAWALPINDI (APP): To create awareness
about the hazards of smog, the District
Health Authority, Rawalpindi distributed
pamphlets and masks in various areas of the
city here on Thursday.

On the occasion, District Health
Officer (DHO) Dr Aamir Sheikh said
that the objective of the activity was to
reach out to a maximum number of peo-
ple and to educate the general public
about the precautionary measures to
avoid smog.

He asked the residents to ensure the

spraying of water to prevent dust and to use
masks and glasses.

The DHO advised the people to avoid
bringing smoke emitting vehicles on roads
which was harmful to the environment and
human health.

He said that the promotion of tree plan-
tation was vital for avoiding smog and
checking environmental pollution. 

Dr Aamir appealed to the people to not
burn waste and chemicals in the open as
they were the major cause of smog, adding
burning garbage was a legal offence.

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Civil Aviation Authority's
(CAA) medical section and
Maroof International
Hospital on Thursday
organized a breast cancer
awareness session at
Islamabad International
Airport (IIAP).

This informative cancer
and mental health aware-
ness session was held in
connection with the breast
cancer awareness month of
October. There was healthy
participation by female offi-
cers and staff members from
various departments of
IIAP. The session started

with an address delivered by
CAA female doctors fol-
lowed by a comprehensive
presentation by Dr. Saira
Mehmood, an Associate
Professor and a specialist in
Breast Cancer. 

She stressed on the sig-
nificance of early screening,
detection and disease man-
agement and exploration of
risk factors associated with
breast cancer. 

Dr. Zubia Zubair, a
renowned psychologist,
highlighted the social stig-
mas and psychological chal-
lenges faced by both cancer
patients and their families.

The knowledge-sharing
session was followed by an
engaging Q&A segment,
during which female partic-
ipants actively discussed
their inquiries and concerns.

Chief Operating Officer
(COO) and Airport Manager
in his concluding note
underscored the signifi-
cance of maintaining a
healthy workforce and the
aviation industry's vital role
in raising awareness about
this critical health issue. 

CAA souvenirs and
shields were presented to
the esteemed guest speakers
at the end of the event.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Railways
has finally restored the long-awaited Sibi-
Harnai railway track for traffic after the
completion of reconstruction and renova-
tion work of the project with the support of
the National Logistics Cell (NLC).

“The railway's track was made dysfunc-
tional after a series of bomb blasts which
damaged 22 steel bridges in the highly
rugged and inaccessible area,” an official
in the Ministry of Railways told APP.

He said the reconstruction and renova-
tion work on the strategic Sibi-Harnai rail-
way was completed with the assistance of
the NLC. “The restoration of the railway
between the twin historical cities of Sibi
and Harnai will have a positive impact on
the economy and agriculture of the entire
region,” the official added.

With the rehabilitation of the railway
track, he said not only the students of dis-
trict Harnai and Ziarat will also get oppor-
tunities to acquire higher education but
also boost the economic and commercial
activities in the region.

“Pakistan Railways restored the Sibi-
Harnai section, with the support of
Pakistan Army, connecting people and
business in the remote areas of the coun-
try,” Secretary Railways Syed Mazhar Ali
said in a tweet. The official said the
department had shown a keen interest in
the completion of the reconstruction and
renovation work of the project.

In March 2016, he said that a contract for
rehabilitation and restoration of the Sibi-

Harnai railway track along with the up-gra-
dation of railway stations was awarded to
the NLC as no other construction firm
agreed to undertake the project due to the
prevalent security situation and enormity of
the task. During the initial survey of the
track, the official said it was found that 22
steel bridges of different sizes were
destroyed and required replacement for the
restoration of the train operation.

He said in addition, massive river pro-
tection work was to be undertaken to save
the infrastructure. The quantum of work,
non-availability of road access, and requi-
site resources made the project a formida-
ble challenge, he added. The official said
undertaking the project with the sincerity
of purpose and utmost sense of duty, the
NLC officers, engineers, and construction
workers braved harsh weather conditions
and a hostile security environment and
subsequently completed the rehabilitation
works in record time.

Terming the fabrication of steel bridges
as a major task, he said that the steel
bridges were fabricated in Karachi and
were transported to the project site after
being painstakingly assembled by NLC
engineers in a befitting manner. He said a
total of nine railway stations along with
tracks had been upgraded by NLC engi-
neers including the reconstruction of
Harnai Railway Station and a complete
renovation of Sibi Railways Station, which
could be regarded as the finest railway sta-
tion in Balochistan.

Secretary education for providing 
educational support to dyslexia students

166 connections 
disconnected in Punjab,

KP and Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister for Human Rights and Women Empowerment, Ms.
Mushaal Hussein Mullick and All Parties Hurriyat Conference Leadership addressing a press conference.

ISLAMABAD: WAPDA staffers busy in installing new electric wires on electric poles at Taramri Chowk. 

Railways restore long-awaited
Sibi-Harnai track for traffic

Breast cancer awareness session
held at Islamabad Int’l airport

Minister visits NAVTTC,
reviews its ongoing projects

Health authority urges preventive
measures to avoid smog



ARCS strives to attract more aid

KABUL (BNA): The president of the
Afghan Red Crescent Society, Mawlavi
Mutiul Haq Khalis, in a meeting with Jamal
Noori, the head of the Union of Charity
Organizations of Kuwait, talked about pro-
viding more aid to victims of the Herat
earthquake. The Afghan Red Crescent
Society in a statement said on Wednesday
that the damage caused by the recent earth-
quakes in Herat and assistance to the victims
were discussed in this meeting.

Matiullah Wesa released

KABUL(TOLOnews): PenPath Foundation said
on X that Matiullah Wesa, founder of the PenPath
and advocate for girls' education, was released
from Islamic Emirate custody. Wesa, who advo-
cated education for boys and girls, was arrested
on March 27, 2023, while he was returning from
evening prayers at a mosque. The UN special
rapporteur for Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, on
X welcomed the release of Matiullah Wesa and
called for the immediate and unconditional
release of all Afghan human rights defenders.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Nearly
one and half times more
fruits and vegetables have
been exported during the
first six months of the
ongoing solar year compar-
ing to the same period last
year, an official said.
Farmers, however,
demanded the construction
of cold stores to further
strengthen and consolidat-
ed the production of fruits
and vegetables.

Afghanistan is an agri-
cultural country where 70
percent of its people are
associated with agriculture.

Due to the past four
decades of conflict basic
development work could
not be done in different sec-
tors, including the con-
struction of standard cold
stores for agricultural prod-
ucts. Famers lost a large
amount of their products
are wasted due to the non-
availability of agricultural
products because proper
attention had been not paid
to build cold stores.

Surge in fruits, vegeta-
bles export

Abdul Salaam Jawad
Akhundzada, spokesperson
for the Ministry of
Commerce and Industries
(MoCI), said 18,097 tonnes
of fresh fruits exported dur-
ing the first six months of
ongoing year while 7,528
tonnes of fresh fruits
exported last year during
the same period.

He said 12,092 tonnes of
vegetables mostly onion
and Mash are exported dur-
ing the first six months of
ongoing year to India,
Pakistan and Kazakistan.
He did not had information
regarding the vegetable
export during the same
period last year

Farmers’ complaints
Abdul Jameel, a farmer

from the central Bamyan,
province, said his yield
declined this year com-
pared to the past year.

He said: “This year pota-
toes yield was lesser, we
have water secrecy issue,
last year seven kilograms of

potatoes were sold against
160 afs while this year the
rate of the same quantity of
potato was 100 afs, there is
no proper market and its
sale had declined.” He
linked decline in the potato
price with decline in its
export. He said in previous
years potatoes were export-
ed to Iran, Kazakhistan,
Uzbekistan but this year
export did not take place
outside the country.

Mohammad Saleh,
another farmer from
Bamyan province, had sim-
ilar complaint and said
besides the promotion of
fruits and vegetables export
attention should be paid to
the construction of cold
stores as well.

Orchards owners’ com-
plaints

Ahmad Ameeri, one of
the apples orchard owners
in Maidan Wardak,
province said that his
orchard produced good
yield. He did not said how
much apples his orchard
produced but complained
against the non-availability
of cold store for fruits
preservation. He said:
“Every year apples were
exported to India, but this
year the number of export-
ing companies had reduced
because it take 17 days to
dispatch apples to India.”

He said the import of

fruits was also against the
interest of orchard owners.

Khaliq Dad, other farm-
ers in Kandahar province,
said he collected decent
yield this year but consider-
ing the value of agriculture
yield the export volume had
declined and Afghanistan’s
pomegranates only export-
ed to Pakistan.

He said: “Currently, the
Pakistan route is also
closed and when the gate-
way is closed then what
could we do and when the
businessmen suffer losses
common people also suffer
losses.” Akhtar Mohammad
Ahmadi, head of the Fresh
Fruits and Vegetables
Businessmen Union, said
due to the none-availability
of proper market and
absence of cold stores agri-
culture products are sold on
the road at a low price.

Referring to the impor-
tance of cold stores, he
said: “When our season is
off then different types of
vegetable and fruits are
imported an sold at a
high rate, few cold stores
are available but all did
not have access to them,
government should take
steps for the creation of
cold stores.” He added
some private cold stores
are available but busi-
nessmen select the fee
themselves.

Ministry’s response
Commerce ministry’s

spokesperson said many
efforts had been made to
promote the export of agri-
culture products, including
fruits and vegetables.

He said: “In terms of
export some facilities had
been created such as cher-
ries are exported to India
from Panjsher province in a
refrigerator trucks.”

He said this year fresh
fruits, dried fruits, vegeta-
bles and salads are exported
to Arab countries, Turkey,
Russia, China and India.

Akhundzada said after
30 years the ministry
signed pometranents export
contract with Russia and
efforts were underway to
explore better markets for
Afghan products.

Referring to the con-
struction of up to the
slandered cold stores, he
said 14 standard cold
stores existed in the
country and work on the
creation of hundreds of
cold stores was under-
way. He added: “Office
of the PM order that the
number of cold storages
existed during the repub-
lic and were either non-
functional or semi-func-
tional should be without
any delay reconstructed
so that they can be used
by traders and farmers.”

KABUL (TOLOnews): In
reaction to Israel's
airstrikes on Gaza, a group
of women in Kabul in sup-
port of the Palestinians,
urged the Islamic nations to
take action against Israel.

They urged interna-
tional institutions to take
action to safeguard
women and children in

Palestine, saying the
ongoing Israeli bombard-
ment on Gaza is a breach
of international law and
human rights.

"Where is the UN
when it comes to dis-
cussing humanity and
human rights? Why does-
n't anybody try to help the
Palestinian people, or the

mothers and sisters whose
children are killed unfair-
ly? Why doesn't anyone
speak out for them?” said
Somaia Mohammadi, a
protester.

"The UN must defend
the rights of women, in
every Islamic or non-
Muslim countries. There
are many Islamic coun-

tries, how come today
our Palestine is bearing
the brunt of this bloody
war?" asked Anjama, a
protester.

"Don't those children
have the right to life and
have freedom? Aren't they
human that someone should
help them?" said Hasiba
Rasooli, another protester.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Afghan refugees in
Pakistan have criticized the
lack of attention by interna-
tional institutions for the
situation of Afghan
refugees living in Pakistan.

The Afghan Refugee
Council in Pakistan has said
that Pakistan's mistreatment
of migrants is increasing
with each passing day. The
council added that Afghan
refugees are being detained
and deported from their
homes and shops. It is now
four days before the depor-
tation of illegal Afghan
migrants from Pakistan.

"The migrants were
returned from their homes
and shops where they had
businesses and closed their

shops. There is no one to
give sanctuary for them.
"The government of
Pakistan is doing this very
seriously,” said Siyal
Mohammad Wesal, a mem-
ber of Afghan Refugees
Council in Pakistan. 

"The Pakistani police
have mistreated Afghan
refugees, and the govern-
ment has ordered shops to
be evacuated and even
ordered that homes should
not be provided to Afghan
migrants," said Hadisa, an
Afghan migrant in
Pakistan.

The head of the council
of the Islamic Emirate in
Pakistan criticized the
detaining of those Afghans
who have legal documents.

Abdul Jabar Takhari asked
the government of Pakistan
to give more time for
Afghan migrants.

"We want the Pakistani
government to show lenien-
cy. The amount of time
Pakistan has given to
Afghans is short. Afghans
cannot leave Pakistan in
such a short time," said
Abdul Jabar Takhari.

"There have been meet-
ings with Pakistani officials
and these problems have
been shared, but so far we
have not reached a positive
conclusion. We hope that
the Pakistani authorities
will reconsider this," said
Abdul Mutalib Haqqani,
the spokesman for the
Ministry of Refugees and

Repatriation.
Meanwhile, Pakistani

Interior Minister Sarfraz
Bugti said Afghan migrants
could not withdraw dollars
from the country and could
only bring less than 50,000
Afs out of the country.

"It's impossible for any-
one to take the dollar out of
here. No smuggling will be
allowed. As I told you, they
can only make less than
50,000 Afghanis out of the
country," said Sarfraz
Bugti. The chargé d'affaires
of Afghanistan Permanent
Mission to the United
Nations said in his speech
to the UN General
Assembly that Afghan
migrants are faced with
various challenges.

Afghan migrants 
in Pakistan say situation

getting worse

Women in Kabul Hold Gathering
in Support of Palestinians

Over 30,000 tonnes of fruits, vegetables
exported in six-month: MoCI

AIBAK (Pajhwok): The
Afghan Development and
Welfare Organization has
launched a capacity build-
ing training program titled
“human rights
Improvement and protec-
tion of internally of dis-
placed people (IDPs)” in
northern Samangan
province. In this program,
short-term capacity build-
ing training is provided to
men, women and other
members of local councils.

Provincial in-charge of
Afghan Development and
Welfare Organization
Ahmad Fawad Omari told
Pajhwok Afghan News the
NGO was implementing a
project from June 1, 2023
until February 2024 in
Samangan province to
improve human rights and
protect IDPs.

According to Omari,
women, men and youth are
being trained about
women’s right to inheri-
tance, their human rights
enshrined in slam and
social awareness.

He added members of
the local councils, especial-
ly the members of dispute
resolution committees, will
also be provided training

about solving disputes
among people.

The training on solving
internal disputes was
attended by 40 members of
the local councils, youth
and tribal influential figures
of Samangan and the atten-
dees expressed their pleas-
ure to receive the training.

A member of a local
council Ziauddin
Sarbaghi called the pro-
gram useful and said:

“We learned topics about
peace, social partnership,
stability and these topics
are very important for
us.” Sarbaghi said: “Now
we are capable to solve
family disputes, the dis-
putes between villages
and other challenging dif-
ferences.”

Another participant of
the training program,
Mohammad Anwar
Sadiqi asked for continu-

ation of the program by
the same organization
and said: “Our capacity
will be further improved
through this program and
we will be able even to
train residents of other
villages as well.”

The Afghan
Development and Welfare
Organization has imple-
mented similar training
projects about the rights of
women in the past as well.

KUNDUZ CITY
(Pajhwok): A 40-year-old
feud between two families
in the Khanabad district of
northern Kunduz province
has come to an end —
thanks to efforts by the
Dispute Resolution
Commission.

The enmity between the
two families began 40 years
ago following the killing of
three individuals.

Hamidullah Ahmadi,
head of the tribal jirga of

the borders and tribal
affairs department, said
both sides announced bury-
ing the hatchet at a gather-
ing on Wednesday.

He recalled three people
had been killed and five
others wounded in this
enmity, which fortunately
turned into friendship.

Sharafuddin Ahmadzai,
whose two sons were
killed, said: “Both sides,
having lost relatives, had
not seen each other over the

last 40 years. From now on,
we will have friendship and
live like members of the
same family.” Abdullah, a
member of one of the two
families, said they were
thrilled over getting rid of
the long-running enmity.

Maulvi Abdul Ghafoor
Shahidzoi, chief of staff to
the governor, said: “The
directive of the central gov-
ernment is to put an end to
enmities between brothers
and those who have prob-

lems with each other should
sit together, talk out their
problems and live peaceful-
ly.” Aghamir Naseri, a trib-
al elder, said anyone who
violated the jirga decision
will have to pay a fine of
five million afghanis.

The Ministry of Border
and Tribal Affairs says after
the re-establishment of the
Islamic Emirate, hundreds
of ethnic groups and tribes
have reconciled in different
parts of the country.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Some members of the UN
Security Council con-
demned the what they called
the “flagrant human rights
abuses and discrimination
against and segregation and
exclusion of women and
girls in Afghanistan."

In a statement, the
UNSC members said that
“when we ensure condi-
tions for women to fully
participate in all decision-
making processes we help
advance international peace
and security.”

“We condemn in the
strongest terms the flagrant

human rights abuses and
systemic discrimination
against, and segregation
and exclusion of women
and girls in Afghanistan,
which may amount to gen-
der persecution. We recall
Afghanistan’s obligation to
implement the provisions
of instruments to which
Afghanistan is a state party
and by which it is bound,”
the statement reads.

The Security Council
signatories of the Statement
of Shared Commitments for
the principles of Women,
Peace and Security,
Albania, Brazil, Ecuador,

France, Gabon, Japan,
Malta, Switzerland, the
United Arab Emirates, the
United Kingdom, and the
United States reaffirmed
their commitment to
women’s full, equal, and
meaningful participation in
all conflict prevention, res-
olution and peacebuilding
efforts and to ensuring that
a gender perspective is con-
sistently applied to country
situation and thematic
issues – true to the spirit of
Resolution 1325.

The Islamic Emirate
rejected claims of human
rights violations in

Afghanistan and said that
the rights of all citizens of
the country are protected
within the framework of
Islamic Sharia.

"This misconception that
there is discrimination against
women; what we see in
Afghanistan, is Sharia laws
and it is free of discrimina-
tion, and we don't believe in
discrimination at all, whatev-
er problems that our women
and sisters have, we are trying
to find solutions for them,”
said Zabihullah Mujahid, the
Islamic Emirate Spokesman.
"The Islamic Emirate should
open universities and schools
for our sisters as soon as pos-
sible, and facilitate work
opportunities for our sisters in
the framework of Islam and
Sharia,” said Zakiullah
Mohammadi, a university
lecturer. Earlier, the UN spe-
cial rapporteur on human
rights in Afghanistan, Richard
Bennett, at the UNGA78 ses-
sion, criticized what he con-
siders to be the deterioration
of the human rights situation
in Afghanistan. Speaking at
the session, Bennett said that
in addition to the demands of
the world to reopen schools
and universities, female stu-
dents are still deprived of edu-
cation in Afghanistan.

UNSC members 
condemn ‘exclusion of

women, girls in Afghanistan’

Local councils’ capacity building
program underway in Samangan

Four decades old enmity comes 
to an end in Kunduz
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F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Caretaker
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister for Finance, Ahmad
Rasool Bangash here
Thursday said that
Rs529.118 billion expendi-
ture has been authorized by
the provincal cabinet with
Chief Minister in chair for
second four months i.e (Ist
November to 29th February
2024), showing 14pc
increase as compared to
Rs462.939 billion of the first
four months (July to October
2023).

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the Minister
said that total expenditure
authorized for eight months
are Rs992.055 billion for

financial year 2023-24,
showing 12pc increase as
compared to Rs888 billion of
the first eight months of the
previous year budget. He
said Rs 417billion for current
and Rs112.118 billion for
devolopment expenditures of
the second four months ie
November to February 2024
that showed 19pc increase as
compare to the first four
months ie Rs350.041 billion
current expenditure, was
authorized.

The total current expen-
diture authorized for eight
months is Rs767.040 billion
in current fiscal as com-
pared to Rs609.200 billion
of the eight month of last
financial year. He said

Rs366.298 billion current
expenditure has been
authorized for second four
months (Nov to Feb 2024)
that indicated 26pc increase
compared of the first four
month (July to October
2023) ie Rs309.498billion
for settled areas. The total
authorized current expendi-
ture for eight months are
Rs675.796 billion compare
to Rs526.533 billion of
eight months of the last fis-
cal for settled areas.

For merged areas, he said
total current expenditure for
second four months are
Rs50.702 billion against
Rs40.543billion of the first
four months, showing 10pc
increase.

KP Cabinet authorizes Rs529.118b
expenditure for next four months

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
High Court (PHC)
adjourned hearing of
Awami National Party
(ANP) provincial president
Aimal Wali Khan’s writ
plea seeking the constitu-
tion of judicial commission
against settlement of terror-
ists in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa while apex
court judgements were pro-
duced by applicant’s lawyer
in this regard, on Thursday.

The counsel Babar Khan
Yousafzai advocate argued
that two judgements are
granted in this regard each
by Supreme Court of
Pakistan and Sindh High
Court while directing gov-
ernments for constitution of
judicial commission.

PHC’s divisional bench
comprised of Justice Ijaz
Anwar and Shakeel Ahmad
heard writ plea for constitu-
tion of judicial commission
against settlement of
extremists across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa while
Additional Advocate
General Danyal Asad
Chamkani and Babar Khan
Yousafzai advocate were
present.

On the previous hearing,
PHC inquired regarding
jurisdiction of higher judi-
ciary regarding the consti-

tution of judicial commis-
sion and available judge-
ments of the courts in this
regard, the counsel added.

Supreme Court of
Pakistan’s judgement had
directed government for
constitution of commission
in video leak case while
Sindh High Court had
ordered constitution of
judicial commission
against Sugar Mills mafia,
Babar Khan Yousafzai
argued.

ANP’s provincial presi-
dent Aimal Wali Khan had
wrote a letter to former
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif regarding agree-
ments for settlement of ter-
rorists in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa which will
psychologically impact
war-trodden residents of
the region, the counsel
claimed. He added that let-
ter to the Former Prime
Minister is incorporated in
the court’s file.

The counsel Babar
Yousafzai advocate argued
for constitution of judicial
commission for identifica-
tion of responsible authori-
ties and to public secret
agreements regarding set-
tlement of terrorists in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He
added that for stern actions
against responsible persons

to ensure accountability for
the settlement of terrorists.

Additional Advocate
General Danyal Asad
Chamkani argued that the
petitioner had demanded
relief against persons who
didn’t possessing the posi-
tion at this time and added
to amend the plea. Because
both former Prime Minister
Imran Khan and ex Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa tenure had
been completed.

Director General Inter
Services Intelligence
Lieutenant General Faiz
Hameed is retired from
service while the petitioner
demanding relief against
them and added that writ
can’t be filed against retired
personnel and argued for
amendments in the plea to
incorporate new respon-
dents.

However, Babar Khan
Yousafzai advocate
argued for constitution of
judicial commission to
identify officials involved
in the agreements, record
statements of stakehold-
ers and actions against
responsible persons for
settlement of terrorists in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
while PHC adjourned fur-
ther hearing till date to be
fixed.

PHC adjourns plea on
terrorists’ settlements in KP

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: A high level delegation,
led by Major General Staff Pilot Ibrahim
Nasser Mohamed Al-Alawi, Commander
of the Air Force & Air Defence of the
United Arab Emirates, called on Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu,
Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force
at Air Headquarters, Islamabad today. The
meeting covered a wide array of matters
pertaining to geo-strategic environment,
regional security and the aspect of explor-
ing new avenues to enhance bilateral
defence cooperation.

On his arrival at Air Headquarters, a
smartly turned-out contingent of Pakistan
Air Force presented guard of honour to
Major General Staff Pilot Ibrahim Nasser
Mohamed Al-Alawi. He was also intro-
duced to the Principal Staff Officers of
Pakistan Air Force.

Later, the visiting dignitary called on
Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber
Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air
Force in his office. During the meeting,
Chief of the Air Staff shared broad con-
tours of PAF's modernization drive aimed
at augmenting current operational capabil-
ity in the domains of Cyber, Space,
Artificial Intelligence, Electronic Warfare
and Niche technologies. He also highlight-
ed various ongoing projects of Pakistan
Air Force's operational construct, force
goals and plans for the force structure with
a keen focus on future warfare.
Appreciating the participation of UAE Air
Force contingent in PAF's multi-national
Exercise Indus Shield, the Air Chief high-
lighted that both the countries enjoy
unprecedented brotherly relations and reit-
erated his resolve to further enhance the
existing bilateral ties in military to military
cooperation, joint exercises and training

domains.
The Commander of the Air Force & Air

Defence of the United Arab Emirates con-
veyed his deep appreciation for the
remarkable advancements achieved by
Pakistan Air Force in the realm of indige-
nous capabilities and commended the pro-
fessionalism of PAF personnel. Both sides
concurred to further optimize the existing
military ties between the two countries
with a specific focus on advanced tactical
training, emerging technologies and
strengthening operational competencies.
The dignitaries also discussed the potential
for joint military exercises and exchange
programs with an aim to facilitate the
exchange of expertise, enhancing interop-
erability and fostering closer ties between
Air Forces of both the brotherly countries.
Commander of the Air Force & Air
Defence of the United Arab Emirates also
visited different installations and techno-
logical infrastructure established at Air
Headquarters, Islamabad, including
National ISR & Integrated Air Operations
Centre and PAF's Cyber Command. He
also visited National Aerospace Science
and Technology Park and expressed his
deep admiration for the project. He appre-
ciated the dynamic leadership of Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu,
Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force
which enabled the realization of this mega
project in a record time frame.

The meeting between the Chief of the
Air Staff and the Commander of the Air
Force & Air Defence of the United Arab
Emirates signifies the commitment
between the Armed Forces of both the
countries in working together to address
common challenges and the willingness
to further strengthen their bilateral ties in
the realms of defence and military coop-
eration.

Commander of Air Force
UAE visits Air Headquarters

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The caretaker chief
minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammed Azam khan has said that
repatriation program of foreign
nationals illegally living in the
province has been finalized adding
that all such foreigners can go back to
their homelands voluntarily till the
1st of next month; and the govern-
ment will extend every possible sup-
port to them for this purpose. He said
that so far, around 60,000 such for-
eign nationals have gone back to their
homeland via Torkham boarder.

In his statement issued here on
Thursday, Muhammad Azam Khan
said that action against foreigners
illegally living in the province would
be initiated from 1st of November
under which repatriation of such per-
sons would be carried out from the
designated points in the province.
"concerned administration will
arrange temporary points where food
would be provided; and women, chil-
dren and old people would be accord-
ed special treatment as per the tradi-
tions of the land", he said and added
that currently, three temporary cen-
ters/spots are being arranged at
Peshawar, Haripur and Landi Kotal.
Under this temporary arrangement,
doctors, medicines and other health
facilities would also be extended.

The caretaker Chief Minister fur-

ther said that a program has also been
chalked out for the easy repatriation
of those foreign nationals coming
from other provinces. The govern-
ment is hopeful that the entire repatri-
ation process of all such foreigners
will be completed amicably; and
action would be taken against those
creating hurdles in the repatriation
process. He appealed to the citizens
not to provide shelters to foreigners
living here without legal cover.

Meanwhile, the Caretaker Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammad Azam Khan has said that
the provincial government will
always welcome foreign investment
for the development of the province
and wellbeing of its people.

He said Govt will extend all possi-
ble support to foreign investors willing
to invest here. He has said that since
the province has suffered a lot due to
regional issues prevailing for the last
so many decades, and as such it needs
more and more investment specially in
the field of Science & Technology and
Information Technology; and there is a
lot of scope for foreign investment in
these sectors in the province.

He said that the overall environ-
ment for foreign investment is also
condusive in the province. He was
talking to a delegation of US-based
private investor firms who called on
him here on Wednesday and dis-
cussed with him matters related to

investment in various sectors in the
province. Caretaker Provincial
Minister for ST & IT, Dr. Najeebullah
and other relevant authorities were
also present on the occasion.

It was informed on the occasion
that TRAM- a US-based investment
firm has agreed to invest in a fund
worth 100 million US dollar for the
development and growth of startups
and growing companies in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa; and an MoU to this
effect has already been signed
between the department of ST & IT
and TRAM. 

It was further told that the invest-
ment will be deployed across a range
of sectors including Information
Technology, Fin-Tech, Bio-Tech and
Artificial Intelligence. Similarly, the
department of ST&IT has inked an
MoU with another US- based compa-
ny-TINGO with the aim of rolling out
its proven business model in the
region, and accelerate digital trans-
formation. It was further told that
through the MoU, both the parties are
committed to collaborating on vari-
ous initiatives that will enhance digi-
tal infrastructure, foster entrepreneur-
ship, and promote technology-driven
solutions. The Chief Minister thanked
the delegates for their investment in
the province, and assured them all out
support of his government to make
the initiative successful and benefi-
cial to both the parties. 

Repatriation program
finalizes for illegal 

immigrants: KP CM
F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Participants of
National Security Workshop - 25 vis-
ited GHQ on Thursday. The
Participants were briefed about
regional and internal security dynam-
ics and national security environ-
ment. Later the participants had an
interactive session with General Syed
Asim Munir, NI(M), Chief of Army
Staff (COAS).

While addressing the participants,
COAS said that, "Armed Forces of
Pakistan and its security and intelli-
gence setups have fought the menace
of terrorism in an exemplary manner
despite sustained and varied support
of inimical forces. Success will be
ours InshAllah with the continued
support of the people of Pakistan".

COAS emphasised that intelli-
gentsia and civil society has greater
responsibility to ensure that our peo-
ple, especially youth stay aware and
steadfast against hostile propaganda
onslaught being launched through
soft offensive against the state institu-
tions of Pakistan.

Forum was also apprised regarding
host of measures being taken to curb
activities of illegal spectrum to
include smuggling, power theft, nar-

cotics prevalence, border control
measures, and repatriation of illegal
foreigners from Pakistan. On the sub-
ject of repatriation and deportation of
illegal foreigners, COAS expressed
"Safety and security of each Pakistani
is of paramount importance which
cannot be allowed to be compromised
at any cost." COAS also highlighted
the economic positivity generated by
multiple proactive steps especially
SIFC. 

COAS concluded, "Army is fully
engaged in enabling National and
Provincial responses in different

domains in step with other institu-
tions of the state for the collective
good of the people of Pakistan. We
are a resilient nation that has endured
the tests of time on its path to achiev-
ing peace and stability". National
Security Workshop is an annual event
at the National Defence University
participated by representatives from
all segments of society. National
Security Workshop - 25 is being
attended by 98 participants including
Parliamentarians, Senior Civil and
Armed Forces Officers and
Representatives of the Civil Society.

Army vows to ensure ‘safety,
security of every Pakistani

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
has hoped that the upcom-
ing special emergency
session of the UN General
Assembly will play its
role in bringing about an
urgent and unconditional
ceasefire in Gaza and con-
demn the plans for ethnic
cleansing of the
Palestinian people.

At her weekly news
briefing in Islamabad
today, Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch regretted
that despite rising death
toll of Palestinians and
flagrant violations of
international humanitarian
laws, the UN Security
Council failed to even call
for a ceasefire and put an
end to the carnage in
Gaza. Reiterating
Pakistan's full and
unequivocal support for
the Palestinian brothers
and sisters, the spokesper-
son urged the backers of
Israel to play their role in
bringing an end to the
atrocities against
Palestinians and take
effective steps to lift the
siege of Gaza.

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
said the international
community must also
ensure that Israeli vio-
lence and bombing cam-
paign does not spread and
engulf the entire Middle
East. The spokesperson
said Pakistan believes that
durable peace in the
Middle East will emerge
from a two state solution
and the creation of a
secure, viable and con-
tiguous state of Palestine
on the basis of pre-1967
borders with Al-Quds Al
Sharif as its capital.

When asked about the
imposition of sanctions by
the US on three Chinese
companies for providing
missile related items to
Pakistan, the spokesper-
son said that in the past
also we have seen entities
added to the entity list on
suspicion.

She said we do not see
any new thing in the latest
order. She, however, said
that such designations
contradict the US policy
of export control waivers
granting access to India to
advance military tech-
nologies which is under-
mining the strategic sta-

bility in South Asia. To a
question, the spokesper-
son said Pakistan has
always called for peace
and dialogue including on
the disputed territory of
Jammu and Kashmir. 

She said the current sit-
uation demands that New
Delhi ensures that the
people of Indian illegally
Jammu and Kashmir are
able to live in peace with-
out intimidation. She said
the people of IIOJK will
never accept and have
never accepted the illegal-
ly occupation of their
land. She said Pakistan
will continue to extend
political, moral and diplo-
matic support to Kashmiri
people until the realiza-
tion of their inherent right
to self-determination as
per the UN Security
Council resolutions. When
asked about the repatria-
tion of illegal foreign
nationals, she said this
decision has been taken as
per our national laws to
ensure the safety and
security of Pakistan. She
said we have also
informed the Afghan
authorities that this policy
is not Afghan specific.

FO: UNGA session to help
bring about truce in Gaza

frankly to the American
statesmen, who are now
managing the genocide in
Palestine, that we do not
welcome (an) expansion of
the war in the region. But if
the genocide in Gaza con-
tinues, they will not be
spared from this fire,” he
told the United Nations
General Assembly.

The UN agency for
Palestinian Refugees has said
39 of its workers have been
killed in Israeli bombardment
on Gaza while 42 installa-
tions have been damaged. In
a report, UNRWA said
629,000 displaced persons
were living in 150 installa-
tions currently. It further said
that fuel was immediately
needed to continue life-sav-
ing operations in the
Palestinian enclave.

The UN Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs has
said 62 aid trucks have
entered Gaza in recent days
but at the same time high-
lighted that “this is just a
drop in the ocean”.

The UN agency for
Palestinian Refugees has
said 39 of its workers have
been killed in Israeli bom-
bardment on Gaza while 42
installations have been
damaged.

In a report, UNRWA said
629,000 displaced persons

were living in 150 installa-
tions currently. It further
said that fuel was immedi-
ately needed to continue
life-saving operations in the
Palestinian enclave. Unicef
has warned that the death
toll in Gaza will increase
“exponentially” if hospitals
in the Palestinian enclave
are not provided electricity
and if children continue to
drink unsafe water.

Hamas has said that
“almost 50” Israeli
hostages held in the Gaza
Strip since the October 7
offensive have been killed
in Israeli bombing raids on
the Palestinian enclave,
AFP reports. “(Ezzedine)
Al-Qassam Brigades esti-
mates that the number of
Zionist prisoners who were
killed in the Gaza Strip as a
result of Zionist strikes and
massacres has reached
almost 50,” the group said
in a statement issued on its
Telegram channel.

The UN agency provid-
ing aid to Palestinian civil-
ians in besieged Gaza
warned it may have to shut
down operations shortly if
no fuel reaches the enclave,
amid an increasingly des-
perate need for shelter,
water, food and medical
services. The United
Nations agency for
Palestinian refugees
(UNRWA) said it urgently
needed fuel to maintain

life-saving humanitarian
operations in Gaza that has
been under Israeli bom-
bardment for almost three
weeks.

The foreign ministers of
the United Arab Emirates,
Jordan, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Oman, Qatar,
Kuwait, Egypt and
Morocco have condemned
targeting of civilians and
violations of international
law in Gaza which has been
under Israeli bombardment,
according to Reuters. Their
joint statement mentioned
that the right to self-defence
does not justify breaking
law and neglecting
Palestinians’ rights. The
Arab foreign ministers also
condemned forced displace-
ment and collective punish-
ment in Gaza, it added.

Israel is waging a “war
of revenge” on Gaza aimed
at its total destruction,
Palestinian Foreign
Minister Riyad al-Maliki
said, as Israeli troops bom-
bard the Palestinian enclave
in response to the Oct 7
attack by Hamas, according
to Reuters. “So many wars
have taken place (in Gaza),
this is different. This time
it’s a war of revenge,” al-
Maliki told reporters in The
Hague. “This war has no
real objective, rather than
the total destruction of
every livable place in Gaza.
— Aljazeera

Gaza death toll

Govt 
committed to

press freedom,
says Solangi

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi on Thursday said
the government was com-
mitted to the freedom of
media and the well-being
of media workers.

The minister expressed
the caretaker government's
commitment during his
meeting with representa-
tives of the National Press
Club, Parliamentary
Reporters Association, and
Rawalpindi Islamabad
Union of Journalists
(RIUJ). The representatives
of the media bodies also
held a meeting separately
with the Federal Secretary
for Information and
Broadcasting and Principal
Information Officer, and
briefed them about the role
of media in national
progress.

Productive proposals for
development of media
came under discussion dur-
ing the meetings in which
all the stakeholders agreed
to work together for evolv-
ing a practical framework
based on the national
development agenda and
the government's priorities.
During his meeting with
the media representatives,
the minister highlighted the
role played by the people
associated with the news-
paper industry in safe-
guarding the public's right
to information.

As regards the discus-
sions held a few days ago
concerning the problems
faced by the newspaper
industry, he said unbiased
opinions were shared in
that regard. He reiterated
that the government firmly
believed in the freedom of
media and the well-being
of media workers. The min-
ister said journalists had the
right to visit all the places
in search of news. While
upholding the rights to
freedom of expression and
information, the govern-
ment had no intention of
imposing any restrictions
on a journalist's move-
ments, he added.

Medical
Varsities asked
to rise graduate

numbers
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr Arif Alvi on Thursday
asked the medical universi-
ties to increase graduate
numbers to fulfill the
requirement of a large num-
ber of doctors and nurses in
the country.

“To enhance accessibility
to healthcare facilities for
the general public, there is a
need to increase the number
of trained individuals in
health sector”, the president
said while presiding over the
6th session of the Senate of
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
Medical University,
Islamabad. He also stressed
for taking special measures
to maintain the services of
female doctors in the field of
health adding that creating a
friendly and harassment-free
environment for women at
their workplaces was very
important.

Bilawal visits
Palestinian
ambassador

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Former
foreign minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari called on
the Palestinian diplomat
Ahmad Jawad Rabei at the
Palestinian Embassy on
Wednesday and expressed
solidarity with the
Palestinians.

The Pakistan People’s
Party chairperson felt
strong concerns for the vic-
tims of Israeli aggression in
Gaza, saying “Pakistan
stands with the people of
Palestine in this trying and
difficult time.

He added the leadership
of PPP together with the
Palestinian leadership
fought for the cause of
Palestine in the world. The
ex-FM said the martyrdom
of hundreds of Palestinian
children in Israeli attacks is
a stigma on humanity.
“Bombardment on the hos-
pitals in Gaza, Israel has
proved that its existence is
a security risk for the
region. "The international
community should play its
role to stop the Israeli
aggression. Bilawal Bhutto
also recorded his comments
in the guest book of the
embassy. Senator Sherry
Rehman and former Chief
Minister Sindh, Syed
Murad Ali Shah accompa-
nied the PPP chairman.

All set to observe
Kashmir

Black Day
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Like other
provinces and both sides
of Line of Control (LoC),
the Kashmiris living in
Khyber Pakthunkhwa were
all set to observe Kashmir
black day on Friday to
condemn the illegal annex-
ation of Indian Illegally
Occupied Jummu and
Kashmir by India on
October 27, 1947.

From Chitral to Khyber
and Waziristan to
Kohistan, Kashmiris set-
tled in all districts of
Khyber Pakthunkhwa
would stage big protest
demonstration, walks and
rallies to strongly con-
demn the illegal landing of
Indian troops at Srinagar
76 years ago against Indo-
Pakistan patrician plan.

Besides rallies and sem-
inars, photo exhibitions
highlighting Indian forces’
war crimes and human
rights abuses would be
highlighted. Similarly,
debate competitions on
different aspects of the lin-
gering issue of Kashmir
and significance of UN
Security Council’s resolu-
tions on Kashmir would be
held in schools and col-
leges of Khyber
P a k t h u n k h w a .
Transporters and
Rickshaw unions also
planned rallies in front of
press club in connection
with the day. Manzoorul
Haq, former ambassador
said that India went
against Indo-Pakistan’s
partition plan after illegal-
ly landing its troops in
Srinagar on October 27,
1947 that was widely con-
demned by the internation-
al community.

He said Kashmirs stood
up against India’s illegal
occupation and launched
the freedom movement
that led to independence of
Azad Kashmir. On August
5, 2019, he said India had
made a deep-rooted con-
spiracy to rob Kashmiris
of their history, language
and ethno-cultural identity
after abolishing special
status of IIOJK.
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