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Elahi again skips hearing

LAHORE (INP): The hearing of a money
laundering case against former Punjab
chief minister Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
and others in the FIA Special Central
Court could again not be held on Friday as
the Adiala Jail, Rawalpindi officials did
not produce him in the court due to his
sickness. The jail officials submitted to
the court Elahi’s medical certificate
instead which said that he was not fit for
travelling due to his poor health.

FIA arrests Khadijah Shah

LAHORE (INP): The FIA has arrested
PTI activist Khadija Shah from the
central jail in Lahore produced Shah in
court and sought a 14-day physical
remand. Judicial Magistrate Imran
Abid is hearing the remand plea of FIA
wherein FIA legal advisor Rana Ijaz
Khalil appeared in the court. FIA pros-
ecutor said Khadija Shah made
provocative tweets which are still
being retweeted.
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GAZA: Relatives carrying an injured boy towards car for shifting to hospital after Israeli airstrike.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court
Friday ordered the government to
ensure the conduct of general elec-
tions on February 8, a day after
President Arif Alvi and Chief
Election Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja unanimously agreed on
the aforementioned date during a
meeting held at the President's
House.

The court's orders came during the
hearing of multiple pleas seeking
timely elections within 90 days of the
dissolution of the assemblies. A three-
member bench headed by CJP Isa and
comprising Justice Athar Minallah
and Justice Amin-Ud-Din Khan heard
the case.

The court, in its order, mentioned
that the notification of the general
election date has also been issued by
the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP), stating that no party has any
objection to holding elections on
February 8. Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa asked everyone in the
courtroom as well as the Attorney-
General for Pakistan, Mansoor
Usman Awan, if they had any objec-
tion to the election date, but all
replied in the negative.

"After all the requirements are ful-
filled, the Election Commission
should announce the election sched-
ule," CJP Isa said. The chief justice
said: "Elections will definitely be
held on February 8, God willing."
After dictating the order, the chief
justice said the media would be guilty
of violating the Constitution if it cre-

ated doubts about the elections.
“If a channel runs a ticker casting

doubts on the conduct of elections,
then there will be action. The ECP
will file a complaint to the regulatory
body if any media house creates con-
fusion regarding polls,” CJP Isa said.
“If there is doubt in anyone's mind,
let it be, but do not influence the pub-
lic,” he ordered. CJP Isa said he
hoped elections would be peaceful
without parties insulting their oppo-
nents and disposed of the petitions.

Earlier, the AGP told the court that
the president had given the date fol-
lowing his meeting with CEC Raja
and a notification in this regard has
also been issued. “If everyone is
happy, then we have no objection. The
Election Commission and all the par-
ties have agreed,” the chief justice
said, adding that all the members
unanimously agreed to the date but
did not refer to any constitutional pro-
vision. In the order, the chief justice
also inserted Article 48 Clause 5 and
Section 57 (1) of the Election Act.

The Supreme Court mentioned
that the ECP did not respond to the
president's letter. “Every institution
including the ECP and the president
is bound to implement the
Constitution. There are severe conse-
quences for not following the
Constitution,” the order read. The
court said that the issue of elections
was to be resolved between the presi-
dent and the ECP, which was unnec-
essarily brought to the Supreme
Court.

“If the president needed advice, he
could have approached the Supreme

Court under Article 187. Several peti-
tions were filed that’s why the court
heard the case,” it stated. The order
read that the apex court is fully aware
of the constitutional limitations, but
mentioned that the entire country was
worried because elections were not
being announced.

The court said it has not interfered
with the powers of constitutional
institutions like the ECP or the presi-
dent. “Every constitutional institution
must abide by the Constitution. No
constitutional body has the option to
deviate from the Constitution,” the
order read, adding that the court has
only played the role of a facilitator
between the president and the com-
mission. The Supreme Court, in its
order, also declared that the president
and the ECP must remain in their
jurisdictions. “Being the highest con-
stitutional post, the responsibility of
the president is greater,” the court
stated, adding that no institution can
claim to be ignorant of the
Constitution.

“The consequences of every con-
stitutional violation are serious and
far-reaching. The effects of which are
felt even today,” the order highlight-
ed. Every constitutional violation, the
order stated, has serious effects not
only on the people of Pakistan but
also on the region. “Courts have also
been entangled in unnecessary mat-
ters.” Referring to the ouster of PTI
Chairman Imran Khan, the court
highlighted the significance of the
Constitution.

SC orders govt to ensure polls on Feb 8

GAZA/JERUSALEM: US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken urged Israel
on Friday to ensure more humanitari-
an aid and do more to protect
Palestinian civilians in Gaza or else
there will be “no partners for peace.”
Israel warned that it was on high alert
for attacks on its border with
Lebanon as fears grew that the con-
flict could widen.

Israeli troops tightened their encir-
clement of Gaza City, the focus of
their campaign to crush the enclave’s
ruling Hamas militants, who
launched a brutal attack on Israeli
communities that started the war.

But ever since that Oct. 7 assault,
there have been concerns the conflict
could ignite fighting on other fronts,
and Israel and the Iranian-backed
militant group Hezbollah have
repeatedly traded fire along the
Lebanon border.

In his first public speech since the
war began, Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah said his group had “entered
the battle” with the past weeks’
unprecedented cross-border fighting.
“We will not be limited to this,” he
said, suggesting escalation was possi-
ble. Still, Nasrallah stopped short of
announcing that Hezbollah is fully
engaging in the war.

Blinken, on his third trip to Israel
since the war began, reiterated US
support for Israel in the war, saying it
has the right to defend itself. But he
said a “humanitarian pause” was
needed to boost aid deliveries to
Palestinian civilians amid growing
alarm over the humanitarian crisis in
Gaza.

After meeting Blinken, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said Israel “refuses a temporary
cease-fire that doesn’t include a
return of our hostages,” referring to
some 240 people Hamas abducted
during its attack. He said Israel was
pressing ahead with its military offen-
sive with “all of its power.”

Blinken said there had to be a sub-

stantial and immediate increase in
humanitarian aid to Gaza, where “we
need to do more to protect Palestinian
civilians.” Without that, “there are no
partners for peace,” he said, adding
that it was critical to restore the path
toward a two-state solution to the
Israel-Palestinian conflict.

More than 9,200 Palestinians have
been killed in Gaza so far, mostly
women and minors, and more and
than 23,000 people have been wound-
ed, the Gaza Health Ministry said,
without providing a breakdown
between civilians and fighters. More

than 1,400 people have died on the
Israeli side, mainly civilians killed
during Hamas’ initial attack, when
some 240 people were also taken
hostage. Some 5,400 have also been
injured.

Twenty-four Israeli soldiers have
been killed in Gaza since the start of
the ground operation. Since the start
of the war, seven Israeli soldiers and
a civilian have been killed in different
incidents along Israel’s border with
Lebanon.

Netanyahu rules
out Gaza cease-fire

— Blinken presses for more aid, civilian protection

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on Friday
said that the impression of acquittal from
the accusations of May 9 arsons after
addressing a condemnatory press confer-
ence was not completely true, as ultimate
exoneration would be determined by the
courts.

"This is an impression. I know many
people who also condemned the May 9 vio-
lence and are still facing the legal chal-
lenge. Therefore, this is not completely true
that they walk free after addressing a press
conference," the prime minister said in an
interview with a private television channel.
He said it was impossible to get riddance
once you get implicated in an FIR, without
going through the legal process.

To a question, he reiterated his earlier
position that as per the law, the power of
finalizing the election date rested with the
Election Commission. Even now, the date
was finalised by the ECP which has powers
to hold consultations including with the
head of the state, he added. He said all the
political parties were allowed to hold rallies
as no additional laws were in place to dis-
rupt gatherings of any party. Sometimes,
the political parties also create such impres-
sions to attract their voters which was noth-
ing serious but a part of the politics.

He said the political parties including
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, Jamaat-e-Islami
and Pakistan Peoples Party were free to file
their candidatures and contest poll. The
caretaker government would ensure a level
playing field for all the parties and the
national and international observers would
also validate the fairness of the elections, he
maintained.

Asked about the action against smug-
glers and hoarders, the prime minister said
it yielded positive results in the form of
historic improvement in the stock market
and dollar depreciation which reduced the
country's debt by Rs4000 billion, besides
declining the prices of rice, sugar, ghee
and other commodities. He said the smug-
gled goods deprived the government of tax
revenue and impacted local industry but
after the operation, local industry had
started receiving orders which would also
create employment and enhance tax col-
lection.

Asked about the action against those
involved in the said crimes, Prime Minister
Kakar said it was a challenge due to the
lack of evidence admissible in the court.
However, the situation can be addressed
through necessary legal amendments, he
remarked. As the interviewer asked whether
his meeting with former cricketer Shahid
Afridi was linked with the expiry of the
incumbent Pakistan Cricket Board chair-
person's term on November 4, the prime

minister said it was a social interaction.
About any extension in the tenure of

Zaka Ashraf, he said the government would
make any decision after the World Cup was
over and would keep working under a "doc-
trine of necessity" till that time. Regarding
the repatriation of illegal foreigners, he said
the policy was not meant for any vendetta
rather aimed at regulating the movement
which was in the interest of both the coun-
tries. He said sometimes, human rights
organizations also unnecessarily criticized
the policy which otherwise kept mum when
immigrants were left to drown in the
Mediterranean.

He said there was no perpetual ban on
foreigners being repatriated as they could
be back to Pakistan after obtaining their
travel documents and visas. He said a
mechanism had been developed at NADRA
to eliminate any abuse or pollutants in fam-
ily trees while respecting the rights of the
Pashtun people of Pakistan. The scientific
DNAs are also being suggested to ascertain
their originality.

To a question, he said the government
was making efforts to fully privatise some
entities or at least leave behind the process
at a mature stage for the next government.
Regarding the Pakistan Steel Mill, he said
two or three models were being considered.
Asked about the enforced disappearances,
he said the state had an inherent right of
apprehension which was wrongly called
enforced disappearance.

PM directs holding of regular CSS
special exams to fill up posts reserved for
minorities, marginalized areas: Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
directed the formulation of a comprehen-
sive policy for the appointment of compe-
tent civil servants in remote areas of the
country including Balochistan.

He also ordered the restoration of rota-
tion policy of civil servants in line with its
original spirit and to ensure its strict imple-
mentation. The prime minister was chairing
a meeting to review progress on filling up
vacant seats reserved for marginalized areas
in civil bureaucracy through special exami-
nations as well as rotation policy.

PM Kakar directed to regularly hold the
competitive examinations to fill the vacant
seats in civil bureaucracy reserved for
minorities and people from marginalized
areas. He stressed persistent awareness
campaigns to encourage minorities to par-
ticipate in the competitive examination for
government jobs. The prime minister said
the country’s constitution provides equal
rights and opportunities to minorities and
people belonging to underprivileged areas.
He said the government was fully commit-
ted to ensuring equal opportunities for
progress for every citizen.

All political parties
allowed to hold rallies: PM

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: At least 14
soldiers were martyred
when terrorists attacked
two vehicles carrying secu-
rity forces in Gwadar, the
military's media wing said
Friday.

The Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), in a state-
ment, said that the unfortu-
nate incident occurred when
the security convoy was
moving from Pasni to
Ormara in Gwadar district.
The military's wing added
that a sanitisation operation
was being carried out in the
area and perpetrators of
"this heinous act will be
hunted down [and] brought
to justice". The ISPR men-
tioned that the security
forces are determined to
eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism from the country and
such sacrifices of "our brave
soldiers further strengthen
our resolve".

Interim Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani strongly
condemned the terrorist
attack. "Such acts are utter-
ly reprehensible. Our
thoughts and prayers are
with families of the mar-

tyred and injured. Pakistan
stands resolute against ter-
rorists," he said in a post on
X. The nation of 240 mil-
lion has faced a surge in
terrorism in recent months,
with the Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and other
militant outfits intensifying
their actions against securi-
ty forces.

In response, the state has
also launched operations to
curb terrorism. Interim
Balochistan Chief Minister
Ali Mardan Khan Domki
also condemned that attack.
In a statement, he said that
the attack on jawans respon-
sible for protecting the lives
and property of the people
was “a cowardly act”.

Domki paid tribute to the
soldiers who lost their lives
and also offered his condo-
lences to their families. He
termed terrorist incidents a
conspiracy aimed at sabo-
taging peace in the
province, adding that per-
mission would not be
allowed to disturb the peace
won after countless sacri-
fices. PPP Chairman
Bilawal-Bhutto Zardari
said militants had
ambushed soldiers in a

“cowardly attack”. Paying
tribute to the martyred sol-
diers, Bilawal said that the
fight against terrorism
would continue until the
“last militant is eradicated”.

“What a price our coun-
try has paid in this long war
against terrorism! So many
lives left desolate,” said
PPP’s Sherry Rehman.
“Heart goes out to the fam-
ilies of the martyrs and the
injured. Their sacrifices
will be remembered,” she
said. Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Syed
Asim Munir last week said
that the armed forces and
its security and intelligence
setups have fought the
menace of terrorism in an
exemplary manner despite
sustained and varied sup-
port of inimical forces.

"Success will be ours
InshAllah with the contin-
ued support of the people of
Pakistan," COAS Munir
said. Centre for Research
and Security Studies
(CRSS), in a report
released in October, noted
that the security forces lost
at least 386 personnel in the
first nine months of 2023,
marking an eight-year high.

14 soldiers
martyred

Terrorists attack security forces’
vehicles in Gwadar

Six killed in
blast targeting
police van in

D I Khan
F.P. Report

D I KHAN: At least six
people were killed and 20
were injured after a blast
targeting a police van was
reported from Dera Ismail
Khan, said Caretaker
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Information Minister
Firdous Jamal Shah on
Friday. According to law
enforcement officials, gun-
shots were also heard after
the explosion. 

The blast took place in
Tank Adda in the city near a
police van, injuring 22 peo-
ple who are being shifted to
a nearby hospital. Some of
the injured are in critical
condition. The minister also
shared that among the 22
included two policemen
and said was saddened by
the news. "Those elements
involved in the explosion
and terrorism will be
brought to justice," assured
the minister.

Moreover, two police-
men were also injured dur-
ing the firing, officials of
the law enforcement agency
said, adding that the other
militant blew himself up
inside the mosque. Earlier
in the day, a suicide blast in
Balochistan's Mastung dis-
trict killed at least 35 people
including a police officer
while injuring over 45.

Meanwhile, Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaarul
Haq Kakar has terrorist
attack in Dera Ismail Khan
claiming six precious lives
besides leaving more than
20 others injured was
strongly condemnable. The
prime minister expressed
deep grief and sorrow over
the martyrdom of innocent
citizens in the blast, said a
news release issued by PM
Office.

Premier Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar prayed for the
departed souls to rest in
eternal peace and courage
for the bereaved families to
bear this loss with fortitude.
He also instructed the
authorities concerned to
provide the best medical
facilities to the injured per-
sons.

The prime minister stat-
ed that the war against ter-
rorists would continue until
the eradication of the
scourge of terrorism from
the country. “Thanks to the
sacrifices of the law
enforcement agencies, we
have been thwarting the
evil intentions of these ter-
rorists,” he added.

Caretaker Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi on Friday con-
demned a terrorist attack
that took place near a police
mobile in Dera Ismail
Khan.

The minister, in a condo-
lence message, expressed
deep grief and sorrow over
the martyrdom of the citi-
zens in the attack. He also
prayed for the early recov-
ery of those who sustained
injuries in the blast. Solangi
said such attacks could not
demoralise the nation
which fought against terror-
ism in an unprecedented
way. “Terrorists are ene-
mies of the peace and
development and we will
deal with them with iron
hands,” he added. He said
the security forces with the
support of the citizens
would uproot terrorism
from the country.

Cipher case:
Imran files

bail plea in SC
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former prime minister and
PTI chairman on Friday
approached the Supreme
Court (SC), seeking bail in
missing cipher case. The
PTI chairman filed a bail
plea through his counsel
Salman Safdar, says in
media reports. 

The petition maintained
that the cipher case is just
another example of the
‘politically motivated
cases’ targeting the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
chairman. The PTI chair-
man contended that the bail
application has been filed
under Article 185 of the
Constitution. The cipher
case is a manifestation of
the maliciousness of the
FIA (FIA), he pleaded. The
petitioner urged the apex
court to overturn IHC order
in cipher case and set him
free.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairing a
meeting regarding progress of filling of vacant seats for marginalized areas
in civil bureaucracy through special examinations as well as rotation policy.

Wider Middle East conflict 
‘realistic possibility’: Hezbollah

BEIRUT: Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah said Friday that his powerful
militia is already engaged in unprecedent cross-border fighting with Israel
along the Lebanon-Israel border and threatened a further escalation as the
four-week-long Israel-Hamas war rages on.

In televised remarks — Nasrallah’s first since the beginning of the war
sparked by the Palestinian militants’ deadly Oct. 7 incursion into southern
Israel — he stopped short of announcing his Lebanese militia would fully
enter the conflict. Nasrallah also said that Hezbollah, an ally of Gaza’s mil-
itant Hamas rulers, is not deterred by US warnings to stay out of the latest
war. Referring to US military deployment in the region, he said American
warships in the Mediterranean Sea “will not scare us.”

Hezbollah is prepared for all options, Nasrallah warned, “and we can
resort to them at any time.” The fighting on the Lebanon-Israel border would
“not be limited” to the scale seen until now, he added. His speech had been
widely anticipated throughout the region as a sign of whether the Israel-
Hamas conflict would spiral into a regional war, following weeks of limited
exchanges between the Lebanese militant group and Israeli forces on the
Lebanon-Israel border.

“Some say I’m going to announce that we have entered the battle,”
Nasrallah said Friday. “We already entered the battle on Oct. 8.” He argued
that Hezbollah’s cross-border strikes have pulled away Israeli forces that
would otherwise be focused on Hamas in Gaza. Celebratory gunshots rang
out over Beirut as thousands packed into a square in the southern suburbs of
the Lebanese capital to watch the speech broadcast via video-link on a mas-
sive screen. Nasrallah’s address to supporters came a day after the most sig-
nificant escalation in clashes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces on the
Israel-Lebanon border since the war started — and on the same day as a visit
to Israel by the top US diplomat. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to urge protections for
civilians in the fighting with Hamas, as Israeli troops tightened their encir-
clement of Gaza City. — Arab News
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F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Boys Scout Association
(PBSA) Commissioner
Sardar Waqar Shahzad hon-
ored to have attended the
100th Anniversary of Türkiye,
on Friday. Turkiye’s
Ambassador Mehmet Paçaci
welcomed participants while

PBSACommissioner thanked
him for the warm
invitation. The strong and
enduring friendship between
Pakistan and Turkey is a testa-
ment to the power of unity,
shared values, and mutual
respect. From diplomatic
cooperation to cultural
exchanges, our nations have
always stood by each other. 

F.P Report

LAHORE: During the ongo-
ing crackdown against gas
pilferers, SNGPL continued
raids in Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Islamabad, disconnecting
another 139 connections
while imposing fine of
Rs.40.75 million and 194
under billing cases processed

In Lahore, the regional
team disconnected 5 connec-

tions on illegal use of gas and
another 9 on use of compres-
sor, 11 Under billing cases
have been processed and
amount of Rs 35.84 booked
against gas theives and under
billing cases.In Bahawlpur
the company disconnected 4
connections on the use of
compressor and 1 on illegal
use of gas.In Multan the
company disconnected 2
connections on illegal use of
gas and 55 Under billing

cases have been processed
and fine of Rs 0.1 Million
imposed against gas pilfer-
ers. In Peshawar and
Karak,the company discon-
nected 45 connections on
account of direct use of gas
and illegal. The regional
team also lodged 2 FIRs
against gas thieves and also
imposed fine of Rs 1.40
against gas theives.In
Rawalpindi the regional
team disconnected 38 gas

connection on illegal use and
3 Under billing cases
processed.In Mardan 30
under billing cases processed
while imposing fine of Rs
0.05 million.The regional
team in Islamabad discon-
nected 6 connections on ille-
gal use of gas.

In Sialkot, 1 Under billing
case processed and imposing
fine of Rs 0.32 million
against gas theft and Under
billing cases. 

169 new dengue
cases reported

in a day
LAHORE (INP):  Punjab
remains in the clutches of
dengue fever, as 169 new
cases were reported just on
Friday. The most recent data
from the Health Department
indicates a total of 9,862
confirmed dengue cases
across Punjab this year.

Lahore takes the lead in
this unfortunate count with a
staggering 4,215 cases,
closely followed by
Rawalpindi with 2,318,
Multan with 1,001,
Faisalabad with 446, and
Gujranwala with 831 cases.
The situation is ongoing, as
Lahore reports an additional
90 new dengue cases,
Rawalpindi 16, Multan 17,
Gujranwala 26, and
Faisalabad nine.
Sheikhupura reported three
cases of dengue, while Kasur
recorded two new cases in
the same time period.
Attock, Sialkot, Lodharan,
Pakpatan, Khoshab, and
Vehari reported one case
each in 24 hours. Currently,
148 dengue patients are
under treatment in various
hospitals across Punjab, with
68 of them in Lahore district
hospitals. 

Secretary Health Punjab
Ali Jaan Khan has urged
people to keep their sur-
roundings clean and dry as a
preventive measure against
dengue fever.

He urged cooperation
with Health Department
teams who are tirelessly
working to combat this out-
break. People could seek
information about dengue
fever and treatment at free
helpline 1033.

‘Research work holds
key importance as per
society, market trends’
LAHORE (INP): Punjab
University Vice Chancellor
Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood
said that research work
holds key importance
according to the society
and market trends. 

He was addressing the
inauguration ceremony of
the newly constructed
building of Punjab
University School of
Chemistry. 

PBSA attends Republic of
Turkiye 100th anniversary

139 connections disconnected 
in Punjab, KP and Islamabad
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F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Diabetes
Awareness Program organ-
ized by the Diabetes and
Endocrinology Department
at Mercy Teaching Hospital
(MTH) here was designed to
inform and educate the com-
munity about diabetes, with
a focus on prevention, care,
and management.

The event brought togeth-
er a team of dedicated
healthcare professionals and
diabetic patients, who shared
valuable insights on various
aspects of diabetes. Dr.
Faheem Ullah, the Head of
the Diabetes and

Endocrinology Department,
opened the program with an
in-depth discussion about
diabetes. He shed light on its
causes, symptoms, and man-
agement, ensuring that atten-
dees gained a comprehen-
sive understanding of this
form of diabetes.

The program featured a
lineup of expert speakers
who covered essential topics
related to diabetes. Dr. Nida
delved into the complica-
tions associated with dia-
betes, emphasizing the
importance of early detec-
tion and management to pre-
vent these complications.

Dr. Umar provided valu-

able insights into insulin
management and its crucial
role in controlling blood
sugar levels, making it an
engaging and informative
session for the audience.
Alya, a nutrition specialist,
offered guidance on crafting
a proper diet for diabetic
patients. Her advice on
healthy eating habits was
both practical and educa-
tional.

Dr. Sara addressed the
psychological challenges
faced by diabetic patients,
underlining the need for
emotional and mental
support in addition to
medical care.

Diabetes awareness
program organized

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In order to
create awareness among
people of merged districts
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
the iodine day was being
celebrated to let the people
know about deficiencies of
iodine.

Doctors and health
experts on the occasion
threw lights on the impor-
tance of usage of iodine and
its benefits for the health of
children and others. A pro-
gram was held last day in

this regard and an aware-
ness walk was also organ-
ized. Talking to partici-
pants, Dr Waqar of Health
department and Mrs Asfsha
told that due to iodine defi-
ciency, the mothers and
their children can face
problems and other health
complications. 

Experts emphasized that
all people, especially
women, should always use
an iodized salt so that
iodine deficiency can be
reduced and they and their
children can lead a healthy

life. The awareness pro-
gram was attended by
Coordinator Dr. Haroon,
Expanded EPI Program Dr.
Arif, Nutrition Manager
Afsha Fawad and Focal
Person Farooq along with
ADC Fauzia. 

It should be noted that
more than one-third of peo-
ple in Pakistan are suffering
from iodine deficiency,
which includes rural dis-
tricts of Upper Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
other northern areas includ-
ing Kaghan and Naran.

People urged to
ensure use of iodine

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A memoran-
dum of understanding for
health care education and
training was signed,
between Khyber Medical
University (KMU)
Department of family med-
icine Peshawar, MTI
Hayatabad medical com-
plex and Khyber Girls
Medical College (KGMC),
Peshawar. On behalf of
KMU, VC Prof Dr. Zia ul
Haq, Dr. Abdul Jalil Khan
Head Department of
Family Medicine while on
behalf of HMC Prof. Dr.
Shehzad Akbar Medical
Director and on behalf of
KGMC Prof Dr.Zahid
Aman signed memoran-
dums of understanding.

The MoU states that
KMU is committed to
introducing quality medical
education and a multidisci-
plinary holistic health care
approach. Dr. Kashif, Dr.
Wajid Ali, Dr. Nazir, Dr.
Shamshad, and Dr.
Ambreen of HMC and sen-
ior faculty members were
also present in the presti-

gious MoU ceremony of
MoU.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, VC KMU Prof. Dr.
Zia ul Haq said that we are
delighted to share an
important milestone in our
ongoing commitment to
enhance healthcare educa-
tion and delivery. This part-
nership is a significant step
forward in our mission to
provide structured clinical
training in various special-
ties at the Hayatabad
Medical Complex for the
Family Medicine Program
and KMU. We sincerely
thank HMC for joining
hands with KMU in our
collective efforts to
strengthen the healthcare
system. He said that it is
very important to recognize
the important role of pri-
mary care.

He said that the world's
most successful health care
models depend on a strong
foundation of primary care.
It is crystal clear that 60
percent of primary and sec-
ondary care cases are man-
aged by physicians. HMC
will offer clinical rotations

in various specialties
(Medicine and Surgery
Allied, Emergency
R o o m / C a s u a l t y ,
Paediatrics, Psychiatry, Obs
and Gynecology) as part of
Diploma in Family
Medicine. This initiative is
an important step to address
the problem of overbur-
dened tertiary care, which
stems from the lack of an
organized primary care sys-
tem and an effective refer-
ral mechanism.

Meanwhile the KMU
Department of Family
Medicine welcomes all to
join us in this collaborative
endeavor to strengthen our
healthcare structure.
Together, we can make a
lasting impact on health-
care in our region, enrich-
ing the lives of countless
individuals. Both the par-
ties have welcomed the
agreement and expressed
the expectation that it will
benefit both institutions
and overall it will open
new avenues for better
medical education and
medical facilities in the
province.

KMU, HMC and 
KGMC sign MoU

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
has allocated a budget of
rupees 1 billion to
TransPeshawar for the
operations of the Peshawar
BRT service during the
four-month period from
November 2023 to
February 2024.

Additionally, funds have
been promptly disbursed to
cover the ongoing opera-
tional costs, ensuring that
outstanding payments to
service providers for the
BRT are promptly settled,
said a press release issued
here on Friday. Contrary to
recent speculations, there is

no truth to the rumours of
the service being closed or
limited due to a lack of
funding. TransPeshawar
remains committed to
delivering exceptional pub-
lic transportation services
to the residents of
Peshawar.

Mr. Zafar Ullah Khan,
Special Assistant to Chief
Minister for Transport and
Housing has emphasized
the importance of uninter-
rupted BRT operations,
stating, "Zu Peshawar cur-
rently serves an impressive
300,000 passengers daily.
Any disruption or closure,
even for a short period,
would have far-reaching

consequences on the lives
of Peshawar's residents and
the socio-economic fabric
of the city."

He also expressed his
gratitude towards the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
government, particularly
Minister of Finance
Ahmad Rasool Bangash,
for their unwavering sup-
port and timely release of
funds. “These funds will
play a pivotal role in set-
tling the outstanding pay-
ments to the service
providers, ensuring the
continued provision of the
highest quality services to
the people of Peshawar”,
he concluded.

Rs 1b for operation of
BRT service allocated

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Information
Commission (KPIC) rec-
ommends inquiry against
the Directorate of
Elementary & Secondary
Education KP over non
availability of female SST
merit lists of all zones of
KP issued on 12th July
1999 and well as Deputy
Director Fisheries,
Directorate General of
Fisheries over non provi-
sion of recruitment infor-
mation.

The KPIC also warns
Public Information
Officers, Directorate
General of Live Stock &
Dairy Development, and
District Sports Officer Tank
for timely provision of
information to the citizens
under KP RTI Act.

Peshawar (3rdNovember
2023) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Information
Commission (KPIC) rec-
ommends inquiry against
the Directorate of
Elementary & Secondary
E d u c a t i o n

Department(E&SE) over
non availability of female
Secondary School Teachers
(SST) merit lists of all
zones of KP issued on 12th
July 1999. This was decid-
ed in the Commission’s
meeting chaired by Chief
Information Commissioner,
KPIC Mrs. Farah Hamid
Khan while deciding com-
plaint of Mrs. Syeda
Rozina kausar. Mrs. Kausar
requested the E&SC
Department for provision
of notification regarding
details of Female Senior
School Teachers of all
zones of KP issued on July
12, 1999 by the said depart-
ment. The commission also
directed the Public
Information Officer (PIO)/
Assistant Director, E&SE
Department to make avail-
able the said record on the
E&SE Department website.
The Commission will also
approach Secretary E&SE
to conduct an inquiry over
non availability of record
with the department. Such
like inquiry will also be
conducted against Deputy
Director Fisheries,

Directorate General of
Fisheries over non provi-
sion of recruitment infor-
mation to citizens. 

While in other cases of
citizens namely Faisal
Khan, Syed Ali Abbas, and
Muhammad Wasim against
the Directorate General of
Fisheries, Live Stock &
Dairy Development, and
District Sports Officer Tank
respectively, the
Commission ordered to dis-
close the information on
their departmental websites
as per the section 5 of the
KP RTI Act, and also to
provide parawise reply of
the citizen requested infor-
mation within seven work-
ing days. In the said cases
citizen Faisal Khan sought
information from the
Director General Fisheries
the copies of the vacancies
advertisement, number of
zone wise vacancies, merit
calculation formula, final
merit list (having test, aca-
demic, experience, and
higher education marks),
office orders, and name of
the recruitment committee
members.

KPIC proposes inquiry
against several officials

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry president
Fuad Ishaq said that the role of
bureaucracy is vital in framing sus-
tainable and growth-oriented poli-
cies. He, however, emphasized that
the chamber and relevant stakehold-
ers should be consulted before forma-
tion of economic policies and reforms
in the taxation system.

SCCI president said Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa should be given due
rights of Gas and Electricity under
article 158-A of the constitution of
the country. He called for signing of
free trade agreements with
Afghanistan, Iran and China along
with allowing trade in Pakistan
rupees with these countries so that the
national economy would be stabilized
and trade volume to be improved as
well.

He was speaking during an inland
study tour of participants of the 38th
Mid-Career Management Course
(NIM) Islamabad here at the cham-
ber's house on Friday. The NIM
Directing Staff Ms Semi A Khan
headed the delegation of the partici-
pants. Sanaullah Khan, Senior Vice
President and Ijaz Khan Afridi, Vice
president of the Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, executive
members Munawar Khurshid, Qurat
Ul Ain, Naeem Qasmi, Ismail Safi

and former president Faiz
Muhammad Faizi, former vice presi-
dent Anees Ashraf, and Muhammad
Asad Ashraf, Ihsanullah and others
were present on the occasion.

A comprehensive multi-media
presentation was given regarding the
chamber's history, key role, objec-
tives, main functions and future pro-
grams during the meeting. Fuad Ishaq
while replying to various queries of
the participants said industries in KP
have adversely suffered owing to
unavailability of gas and electricity.
The dilemma is that despite unavail-
ability of gas, the gas tariff has been
increased exorbitantly, which is an
attempt to further push the war-hit KP
industries toward destruction, he
added.

Furthermore, he said KP has first
right to use its natural resources
under article 158-A of the constitu-
tion of the country but for the last 13
years, no new gas connection to
industries in the province was given,
contrary to that new gas connections
were given to industries in Punjab,
while on the other hand, he said
Punjab gas consumption is high
against its production.

Similarly, he said production of
gas in KP is in surplus but gas wasn't
available there, even consumers
being charged with exorbitant rates.
Therefore, he urged the government
to ensure new gas connections to

industries in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
which is a constitutional right of this
province. To a question about CPEC,
Mr Ishaq responded that the CPEC is
a guarantee for economic prosperity
and development of Pakistan and the
whole region.

He urged the government to pro-
vide equal facilities and incentives
for foreign and local investors to
fully reap the benefits of the CPEC
and make the dream of economic
prosperity come true. To another
question regarding regional trade, the
SCCI chief said bilateral trade vol-
ume between Pakistan and
Afghanistan had dropped from
$2.5billion to $800million while the
actual trade is higher than this figure
and illegal trade is going on and
urged to correct policies to promote
legal trade.

About the promotion of handicraft,
Fuad Ishaq replied that SCCI's
Research and Development Cell has
planned to make a comprehensive
documentary on ancient places, hand-
icrafts and other traditional items to
highlight their importance in rest of
world because there was immense
potentials, which need to be promot-
ed at global level in an efficient man-
ner. Later, the NIM Directing Staff
Ms Semi A Khan thanked the SCCI
president for hosting participants and
giving answers to their questions
comprehensively.

SCCI argues for consultation
on framing economic policies

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Sec-
retary Khyber Pakhtun-
khwa, Nadeem Aslam
Chaudhary, and Inspector
General Police, Akhtar
Hayat Gandapur on Friday
chaired a meeting relating
to smooth conduct of
upcoming general elec-
tions.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Chief
Secretary Home and Tribal
Affairs, Provincial Election
Commissioner, Local
Government Secretary and
concerned officials. During
the meeting, Additional
Chief Secretary Home,
Abid Majeed gave a
detailed briefing on elec-

tion preparations.
Chief Secretary Nadeem

Aslam Chaudhary directed
commissioners and deputy
commissioners to work
closely with district elec-
tion commissioners in their
respective districts and said
that provincial government
would extend needed sup-
port to Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) in conducting free,
fair and transparent elec-
tions. He urged concerned
authorities to expedite
preparations in accordance
with the ECP's guidelines,
emphasizing that the care-
taker government's primary
objective was to facilitate
transparent electoral
process in collaboration

with ECP.
Chief Secretary also

ordered provision of facili-
ties at polling stations,
especially those located
within educational institu-
tions ensuring conducive
environment for voters.
The meeting decided that
political parties would be
required to obtain a No
Objection Certificate
(NOC) from deputy com-
missioners for their public
meetings. The meeting was
informed that the upcoming
general elections in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa would cover
55 National Assembly and
145 Provincial Assembly
seats with a total of
21,621,211 registered vot-
ers in the province.

High level 
meeting discuss
general elections

KP HCC
geo tags 10
090 HCEs

F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa Health Care Com-
mission (KP HCC) The Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa released
the monthly report October
2023, highlighting signifi-
cant developments in health-
care regulation and quality
enhancement across KP. 

According to the report
During the month of
October, 2,575 HCEs were
registered, and 10,909 were
geo-tagged in the field. The
Commission regularly pro-
vides training to the staff of
healthcare centers on
Minimum Service Delivery
Standards. In the month of
October, 49 staff members of
16 Hospitals were trained.

Provisional licenses were
awarded to 16 Hospitals dur-
ing this month. Expert asses-
sors evaluated 12 hospitals in
province. The Commission
utilizes a comprehensive
strategy to combat quackery,
encompassing the facilitation
of registration of qualified
healthcare providers, the exe-
cution of eradication cam-
paigns, and the enhancement
of public awareness.

According to the report,
HCC teams inspected a total
of 297 health facilities. Out
of which 96 were issued
notices, and 31 were sealed
due to non-compliance with
regulations. The Com-
mission received 223 com-
plaints during this quarter
and successfully resolved 20
%. Five days’ capacity build-
ing training were conducted
with the collaboration of
MTI KTH on Biomedical
Equipment, in which inspec-
tors, assessors were take par-
ticipation. The Chief
Executive Officer KP Health
Care Commission Dr. Nade-
em expressed that this report
reflects the Commission's
commitment to enhancing
patient safety and healthcare
quality in KP, along with its
dedication to transparency,
accountability, and the high-
est standards in healthcare
delivery for the benefit of the
people in the region.

Governor
inagurates road

inside Johns
Cathedral

church 
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor,
Haji Ghulam Ali here
Friday inagurated a road
inside Johns Cathedral
church at Peshawar canton-
ment completed at a cost of
over Rs7million.

He said our relations
with Christian community
was based on respect, and
the minorities communities
settled in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were highly
respectable for them. The
Governor said the services
of Christian community
were highly praiseworthy
for the country including
Khyber Pakthunkhwa, says
an official statement.

The Christian communi-
ty is very peaceful that all-
ways played a significant
role in the province's devel-
opment and their welfare
and uplift was top priority
of the Government. The
constitution of Pakistan has
ensured protection of the
personal and religious
rights of all minorities, he
said. He said we all duty to
stand with state of Pakistan
and served it with best of
our abilities and profes-
sional commitment.

Two new
industrial

units opened
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Caretaker
Minister for Industries,
Commerce & Technical
Education and Tribal Areas
Syed Aamer Abdullah inau-
gurated new industrial ven-
tures in Mohmand Econ-
omic Zone (MEZ) worth
Rs.1.2 billion, said a press
release issued by the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Eco-
nomic Zones Development
and Management Company
(KP-EZDMC) here on
Friday.

During his visit today, he
inaugurated HMB Oil and
Ghee Mills Pvt Ltd, Alam
Ghee and Oil Mills Pvt Ltd,
and performed the ground-
breaking ceremony for
Inspire Flour & General
Mills. These new projects
would provide 550 job
opportunities for locals in
Newly Merged Districts
(NMDs). The zone is set to
become a thriving hub for
industrial activities, with
plans for Special Economic
Zone (SEZ) status in
progress, offering exclu-
sive incentives for
investors.

The Caretaker Minister
stressed the importance of
Corporate Social
Responsibilities, urging
stakeholders to contribute
to local facilities such as
medical dispensaries and
educational initiatives. This
visit underscores the
Government's unwavering
dedication to fostering eco-
nomic growth and prosper-
ity in the province, particu-
larly in the Newly Merged
Districts.

Students 
visit Judicial

Academy
T.M. Report

PESHAWAR: Following its
tradition, a delegation of
students of 10th Semester
of the Frontier Law
College, Peshawar, visited
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Judicial Academy here on
Friday.

Akhtar Ali Khan, the
founder and director of the
college, and faculty mem-
bers of the college accom-
panied the delegation.

Muhammad Shoaib,
Director General (Acting)
of the Academy, in his wel-
come address, highlighted
objectives of the Academy.
He appreciated efforts of
the college administration
for arranging the visits as a
part of legal education. The
delegation was briefed
about the administrative
structure and working of
the Academy. An interac-
tive session was also
arranged for the students
with directors of the
Academy. The students dis-
cussed various matters
including those relating to
careers in legal and judicial
professions. 

The delegation also visit-
ed various wings and the
facilities available at the
Academy. The Founding
Director, in his concluding
remarks, appreciated warm
welcome and hospitality by
the Academy. He admired
the services of the Academy
in building capacities of the
justice sector stakeholders.

PESHAWAR: KP Caretaker Chief Minister Muhammad Azam Khan chairing a special meeting of
provincial cabinet.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor, Haji Ghulam Ali inaugurating
a road inside Johns Cathedral Church.

PESHAWAR: KP Chief Secretary Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry and IGP Akhtar Hayat Gandapur chairing
a meeting regarding upcoming general polls.
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Reading Club
inaugurated

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Commis-
sioner Shaukat Ali
Yousafzai formally
inaugurated the Rea-
ding Club in Mardan
while Deputy Com-
missioner) Abdur
Rehman along with
Additional Deputy
Commissioners Sami
Ur Rahman, Engineer
Shahzeb and District
Youth Officer Usman
Khan were also present
on the occasion.
Assistant Comm-
issioner Ayesha Tahir
while briefing the
Commissioner Mardan
regarding the facilities
available for students in
the Reading Club said
that the purpose of the
establishment of the
Reading Club is to
encourage the youth of
Mardan to be literate
and to expose them to
modern technology so
that they can to meet the
challenges of modern
times. He said that
library, indoor games
and information tech-
nology facilities are
available for students of
different schools.
Commissioner Mardan
Shaukat Ali Yousafzai
visited different parts of
Mardan Reading Club.
He directed the con-
cerned authorities that
all the facilities should
be available to the stu-
dents of different
schools and colleges.
He said that develop-
ment is not possible
without education and
the importance of litera-
cy for education is
clear. He interacted
with the students pres-
ent on the occasion and
exhorted them to
strengthen their bond
with books.

ANF official
injured

JHELUM (INP): An
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) official was
injured in an exchange
of firing with smug-
glers. The incident took
place when ANF offi-
cials intercepted a vehi-
cle carrying a large con-
signment of drugs at
Domeli Chowk in
Jhelum. According to
the ANF spokesperson
on Friday, the ANF
team had received a tip-
off about the drug con-
signment and signaled
the suspect vehicle to
stop at Deena Check
Post Jhelum. However,
the car riders opened
fire and escaped. The
ANF team gave chase
and intercepted the
accused at Domeli
Chowk. In the cross-
fire, one ANF official
was injured by a bullet
in the leg, while a
smuggler was also
injured. The smuggler
and his accomplice
were arrested, but the
third accomplice man-
aged to escape. The
ANF recovered a total
of more than 343 kilo-
grams of drugs from the
vehicle, including 277
kilograms of hashish
and 67 kilograms of
opium. A case has been
registered against the
accused under the Anti-
Narcotics Act and fur-
ther investigation is
underway. The injured
ANF official has been
rushed to the hospital
and his condition is said
to be out of danger.

Ardaly room at
DPO office held

F.P. Report

WANA: District Police
Officer Farman Ullah
held the ardaly room in
the DPO office here on
Friday, to learn about the
grievances and problems
faced by the police per-
sonnel and to listen to
their legitimate demands.
District Police Officer
South Waziristan Lower
Farman Ullah listened to
the problems of the
policemen very carefully
on this occasion, while
issuing orders to solve
them on the spot. During
the orderly room, the
DPO clarified that these
force are the real asset of
the force, and as a district
police officer, I am proud
of them. He said, the
South Waziristan Lower
Police are brave and
exemplary policemen,
who have set an example
of courage and bravery
by fighting terrorism
manfully.
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F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The Al-
Khidmat Foundation with the
financial support of the
Heroic Hearts distributed pu-
shcarts for fruits and vegeta-
ble among 11 selected ven-
dors during a function held at
the Timergara Rest house.

The Anjuman Tajiran
Timergara president Haji
Anwarud Din, AKF activist
Hafiz Yaqub ur Rehman,
AKF general secretary Sultan
Zeb and director Al-Khidmat
Hospital Timergara Maji-
dullah distributed pushcarts
and cash among the vendors.
The vendors were also pro-
vided with Rs 5000 cash.

Talking to local journal-
ists, Sultan Zeb said the step
was taken to encourage job-
less youth to make their small

businesses and feed their
families respectably. He said
that Rs 60,000 were spent on
each pushcart.

Illegal Foreigners repa-
triated: According to the
Lower Dir administration a
total of 189 foreigners living
illegally in the district had
been repatriated so far.

An official of the adminis-
tration told that law enforce-
ment agencies and police
were inspecting the Afghan
refugees’ camps at Mayar,
Mian Banda and Chakdara.
He said that an exit point had
been set up at Chakdara for
people who were being repa-
triated. The official said that
additional deputy commis-
sioner relief and human
rights had been nominated as
the district focal person for
the repatriation of illegal for-

eigners.
Seminar on pharma-

cists’role held:Aseminar on
"Pharmacist as a Member of
Healthcare Professional's
Team in Hospital Settings"
organized by the Department
of Pharmacy, University of
Malakand (UoM) at Seminar
Hall, Department of Educat-
ion was held here on Friday.

The Resource Person, Dr
Muhammad Rehman, Assi-
stant Registrar Pharmacy
Council, Government of
KP also attended the event
and said that pharmacists
play a crucial role in health-
care systems worldwide
where they work alongside
other healthcare profes-
sionals and help ensure
optimal patient care, med-
ication safety and improved
health outcomes. 

AKF distributes 11 
pushcarts among vendors

FAISALABAD (INP):
Faisalabad Electric Supply
Company (Fesco) is con-
ducting a full scale crack-
down against electricity
thieves and defaulters in
eight districts of its region. 

In the last 24 hours,
Fesco teams have caught 24
more electricity thieves
who were involved in elec-
tricity theft through direct
supply and other different
methods. They have been
fined more than 33 lakh 71
thousand in the name of
more than 77 thousand
detection units, while appli-
cations have also been filed
for registration of FIRs
against them in the respec-
tive police stations by dis-
connecting the connections
of all electricity thieves. 

Fesco spokesperson
Tahir Mehmood Sheikh on
Friday said that so far 1115
electricity thieves have
been given more than 29
lakh 89 thousand detection
units and fined more than
13 crore 88 lakh in district
Faisalabad. So far 357 elec-
tricity thieves have been
fined more than 12 lakh 66
thousand detection units
and fined more than 5 crore
31 lakh in Jhang district. 

So far, 364 electricity

thieves have been given
more than 919,000 detec-
tion units and more than
472 million fines have
been imposed on 364 elec-
tricity thieves in Chiniot
district. He said that 118
electricity thieves have
been imposed more than 3
lakh 81 thousand detection
units and more than 1 crore
84 lakh fine in Khushab
district. 

In Mianwali district 438
electricity thieves have
been imposed more than 9
lakh 75 thousand detection
units and more than 4 crore
40 lakh fine. In Sargodha
district more than 8 lakh 81
thousand have been
imposed on 368 electricity
thieves. Detection units and
more than 4 crore 14 lakh
fines have been imposed. 

Similarly, 271 electricity
thieves have been given
more than 642,000 de-tec-
tion units and more than
331,000 fines have been
imposed on 271 electricity
thieves in Toba district. He
said that 3237 domestic,
102 commercial, 88 agri-
cultural and 8 industrial
consumers have been
involved in electricity theft. 

He said that 2777 elec-
tricity thieves have been

arrested from the Fesco
region and more than 25
crores have been recovered
while cases have been reg-
istered against 3269 elec-
tricity thieves in different
police stations.

24 electricity thieves held

F.P. Report

TORKHAM: Repatriation
of illegal Afghan citizens is
in progress as 19344
Afghanis returned to their
homeland via the Torkham
border in the last twenty
four hours.

As per Afghan
Commissionarate 0.147949
Afghan nationals had
returned to Afghanistan in
the last one month.
Approximately 17118
Afghan citizens illegally
resided in various parts of
the country returned back
to Afghanistan.

According to available
information 2530 Afghanis
from Punjab, 2330 from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 536
immigrants from
Islamabad, 103 from Azad
Kashmir, 103 from Sindh
had been shifted to the
holding center, Landi Kotal
where from they were repa-
triated to Afghanistan. It is
to be mentioned here that
after the expiry of the dead-
line, a crackdown against
unlawful immigrants was
launched across the coun-
try.

Meanwhile, locals' phi-
lanthropists and political
workers set up welcome
camps in Landi Kotal and
Torkham and provided food
and non-food items for the
repatriated Afghan fami-
lies.

Custom seizes millions
of non-custom goods in
four months: Custom
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(North) has claimed to have
seized non-custom paid
commodities worth 1745
million rupees in 60 raids at
various exit and entry in the
province.

Chalking out four month
report, Chief Collector KP
Saeed Akhtar said that in
connection of crackdown
launched against non-cus-
tom paid goods, the custom
intelligence in its anti-
smuggling activities, car-
ried out from July 2023 to
31 October, 2023, confis-
cated foreign made vehi-
cles, cosmetics goods,
black tea, cloth etc.worth of
950 million rupees.

Cases had been regis-
tered against the smugglers,
he added. The confiscation
had been made during raids

conducted at different bor-
ders and Bacha Khan
AirPort.

In the same way, the
Chief Collector maintained
that the Custom
Enforcement also seized
huge quantities of non-paid
custom goods in the previ-
ous four months. It repos-
sessed smuggling goods
including gold, cars, for-
eign brand cloth, tires etc.
value of 795 million rupees
from inside custom check-
points and the crossings.
These commodities smug-
gled from Afghanistan to
Pakistan via various sec-
tions of the Pak-Afghan
border, he added.

In addition to anti-smug-
gling activities of the
Collectorate of DI Khan, it
was the effective action of
the custom (North), he
added and vowed that the
crackdown would be in
progress against smug-
gling. The Chief Collector
observed that excessive
smuggling of foreign goods
from Afghanistan to
Pakistan had affected the
economy and had paralyzed
the country's industry. 

19344 more
Afghans repatriated

F.P. Report

CHITRAL: If we come in
power, we will give
Pakistan real freedom and
save them from the defect
of external loans. Almighty
Allah has bestowed every-
thing in Pakistan, but due to
the incompetent rulers, we
are still forced to beg for
loans from IMF.

These views were
expressed by former
Federal Minister for
Defense and Chief Minister
Pervez Khattak and
Mahmood Khan in a public
meeting at Chitral. They
said that if we had a chance
again to establish our gov-
ernment in KP, we would
also focused on backward
districts like Chitral and
track them on the path of
development. Pervez
Khattak said that when I go
abroad and see the life stan-
dard of these people, I am
very sad to see the differ-
ence in Pakistan. "We left
Imran Khan because he had
no policy or plan for devel-
opment of the country.
Secondly, he started hateful
activity of the Pak army
who made sacrifices to
defend this country."

The two former Chief
ministers of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa arrived here
on the invitation of Prince
Khalid Pervez, chairman of
Tehsil Drosh, who, along
with his seat, resigned from
the Pakistan Peoples Party
and announced to join the
Pakistan Tehreek -e -Insaf
Parliamentarians. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prince Khalid Pervez
said to the public meeting,
that after regular consulta-
tion with my people, I
decided to join PTI P lead-
ing by Pervez Khattak's and
serve for Chitral. He said
that the people of Chitral
want real freedom and
development, so they trust
me on and participated in
this public meeting on such
a large scale. 

He said that the people
of Chitral never forget who
benefit or serve them.
Pervez Khattak gave us a
second district during his
tenure and now if he gets
the opportunity again, it is
hoped that the current back-
wardness of Chitral will not
remain same and develop-
ment works will be started
in Chitral. 

Former Chief Minister

Mahmood Khan said, "We
were working on the con-
struction of roads from Dir
to Chitral , but our govern-
ment was prematurely fin-
ished. So those projects
remained incomplete. And
work will be assumed on
these developmental
schemes again when we
success once again in up
coming election, "We will
not announce at present but
when we came in power,
you will see that we do not
deliver verbal promises but
work practical." On this
occasion, the Kalash
woman also presented them
Chitrali caps according to
her traditions. 

A large number of peo-
ple from both districts of
Lower and Upper Chitral
participated in this public
meeting. On this occasion,
former CMs also met with
the delegation of the
Contractor Association,
Maine Association and the
Councilors Association in
Chitral to address their
problems. The former
Chief ministers both
assured that they never left
any stone un-turn to resolve
the issues of the people of
Chitral. 

Chitral uplift top 
priority of PTIP: Parvez

F.P. Report

KALAYA: The three-day
"Orakzai Zalmo Mela,"
jointly organized by the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Cult-
ure and Authority (KPCTA),
Tourism Wing, Pakistan
Army, in collaboration with
Civil Administration and
district sports department,
started at the Kalaya Sports
Complex in Orakzai Tribal
District.

The event was inaugurat-
ed by Commandant Orakzai
Scout Col Syed Saadat
Hassan, who was the Chief
Guest, and attended by
District Police Officer
(DPO) Salahuddin, Captain
Rana Zeeshan Assistant
Commissioner Lower
Orakzai Hamza Abass, and
Tehsil Chairman Maulana
Tariq.

The festival aimed to
introduce the tourism sec-
tor as an industry in the
merged Orakzai district
and invite tourists to
explore the area's beauty
while experiencing the tra-
ditions and culture of
Orakzai district. It also
aimed to ‘fill playgrounds
and empty hospitals.’

A large number of elders
and youth, including stu-
dents from different schools,
attended the event and
enjoyed the festival. Seven

stalls were set up in the fes-
tival to highlight the rich tra-
ditions of the area, in addi-
tion to pavilions showcasing
local cuisines and items rep-
resenting the traditions of
the merged district.

Speaking at the event,
Commandant Orakzai Scout
Col Syed Saadat Hussain
said that the event would
project a positive image of
the area and open up new
avenues for local develop-
ment. The objectives of the
event also included chang-
ing the mindset of young-
sters and diverting their
attention towards healthy
activities, preparing them to
compete in international
sports events.

He added that Orakzai
has many tourist attractions
that need to be explored. He
also mentioned that KPCTA
is doing a tremendous job
promoting the tourism
industry and has taken
remarkable steps to facilitate
tourists visiting the Orakzai
district.

Various events, including
cricket, kabaddi, volleyball,
stone lifting, tractor stop,
truck pulling, tug of war,
Desi Kushti, archery, sling-
shot, and athletics, were also
held during the festival. 1st
batch of Paragliders from
Orakzai Paragliding Club
will showcase the skill in the

air during this event.
KPCTA also set up stalls

featuring Charsadda
Chappal, walnuts, Sindhi
Biryani, Chappli Kabab,
Samsoa Chai, handicrafts,
and Mithayi. Prizes were
distributed among the win-
ners of various games. It is
worth mentioning that
KPCTA has organized dif-
ferent events in collabora-
tion with the Pakistan Army
(Frontier Corps) and locals
to promote tourism and proj-
ect a positive image of the
area worldwide.

These events will help
attract tourists to the area
and create economic oppor-
tunities for the locals. The
festival will also convey the
message to the world that
peace has been restored in
the area through the joint
efforts of the Pakistan Army,
law enforcement agencies,
police, local elders and the
people.

KPCTA has also intro-
duced Samana Top, Nanwar
Cave, and Sampogh Top as
tourist destinations and the
majority of work on the
installation of camping pods
has been completed.
Facilitation centers and rest
areas have also been estab-
lished for tourists, with
information providing
boards installed at promi-
nent places.

Orakzai Mela displays
indigenous culture

Muhammad Umair Khan 

T
HE 76-year-old country
with a Nation of two
hundred and twenty-two

million with 5 provinces, agri-
culturally based with diverse
culture, and is a history-ori-
ented country named
Pakistan. From winning con-
ventional wars to modern
wars, proxy wars the country
paid a huge price and laid
thousands of sacrifices of its
citizens and soldiers fighting at
multiple ends to safeguard
every inch of its country. It is
pertinent to mention that the
Pakistan Army is just one
component of Pakistan's mili-
tary establishment, which also
includes the Pakistan Navy
and the Pakistan Air Force.
The three branches work
together to ensure the nation's
defence and security.

The life of a soldier is chal-
lenging and unusual in compari-

son to an ordinary man. It is a
profession that requires dedica-
tion, sacrifice, and a strong sense
of duty. The Pakistan Army
which is the 5th biggest army in
the world operates with a hierar-
chical structure, with officers at
different ranks leading and
supervising soldiers. The role of
the Pakistan Army is to defend
the country against external, and
internal threats, ensuring its ter-
ritorial integrity and safeguard-
ing national interests. It is also
involved in providing assistance
in internal security operations
when required. Pakistan Army
can be deployed both domesti-
cally and internationally.
Domestically, they assist in
maintaining law and order, espe-
cially in areas affected by terror-
ism or insurgency.
Internationally, they participate
in United Nations peacekeeping
missions, providing assistance in
conflict zones around the world.
Like any professional army, the

Pakistan Army places significant
emphasis on training. Soldiers
undergo training programs
designed to develop physical fit-
ness, combat skills, discipline,
and teamwork. This includes
basic training for new recruits,
specialized training for various
roles, and professional develop-
ment courses for career progres-
sion. Since 1947, the Pakistan
Army had to face multiple chal-
lenges including war with its
neighbour India which never
accepted the composition of
Pakistan. 

Followed by 3 battles with
India and after 9/11 Pakistan
Army fought vigorously against
terrorism. The war the Pakistan
Army fought against terrorism is
self-explanatory and exemplary
to date. Their integral role in
bringing back peace in the coun-
try is unprecedented. From con-
ventional war to modern proxy
warfare Pakistan Army stands
out. 

The Pakistan Army has
played a significant role in
counter-terrorism efforts, partic-
ularly in the context of combat-
ing domestic and transnational
terrorism within Pakistan's bor-
ders. This involvement has been
driven by various factors,
including the threat posed by
militant groups, insurgencies,
and the country's commitment to
fighting terrorism on a global
scale. The Pakistan Army con-
ducted several military opera-
tions in the tribal areas along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border.
These operations, such as
Operation Zarb-e-Azb and
Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad,
aimed to clear these regions of
militant sanctuaries and estab-
lish government control. In addi-
tion to FATA, the Pakistan Army
has been involved in counter-
insurgency operations in various
parts of the country, including
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab,
Baluchistan, and Karachi. These

operations targeted insurgent
and terrorist groups and aimed to
restore law and order. Pakistan
has been a key ally in the global
war on terror, and the Pakistan
Army has cooperated with vari-
ous international partners,
including the United States and
NATO, in efforts to combat ter-
rorism and stabilize the region.

The Pakistan Army has
played a crucial role in securing
its border with Afghanistan to
prevent the cross-border move-
ment of militants and terrorists.
This is particularly important in
the context of the porous and
rugged Afghanistan-Pakistan
border.

The army has also been
involved in intelligence gather-
ing and surveillance operations
to track down and neutralize ter-
rorist networks. In addition to
military operations, Pakistan has
implemented initiatives to
counter extremist ideologies that
fuel terrorism. These include

efforts to counter radicalization
and promote moderation and tol-
erance. The Pakistan Army has
been involved in post-conflict
rehabilitation and development
efforts to help rebuild areas
affected by conflict, providing
humanitarian assistance and
infrastructure development.
Pakistan's efforts in countering
terrorism have come at a high
cost, with many soldiers and
officers losing their lives in the
line of duty. 

The Pakistan Army has also
faced challenges such as militant
attacks on military installations
and personnel. It is worth noting
that Pakistan's Armed Forces are
the most disciplined, organized,
and determined forces in the
world. Pakistan Army, like any
military organization, operates
within the legal framework
established by the government
and adheres to principles of
international law and human
rights.

Boots protecting roots of Pakistan

Tehsel Gadezai
building needs
govt attention

F.P. Report

BUNER: The Swat state
era tehsel Gadezai building
is in shamble due to
decades long torrential
rains earth quacks air stiles
against militants and is in
dire need to be restored.

This historic building
was made up with stones
muds walls and tine roof
with wooden sealing. This
building was used to be
used by the rulers and
administration of Swat
state. This building was
witness to the era of Swat
State Rulers onward all of
ruling governments till
date.

This building is in sham-
ble and the tehseldar and
his staff is afraid to set
there and mostly working
under Swat State Rulers
planted old big trees and
during raining mostly in the
office of Halqa Patwari
room at a corner of the
tehsel lawn. Its merit a
mention here almost all of
the deputy commissioners
in their first visits were
promised its restoration but
to no avail.

The newly posted
deputy commissioner
Hamid Ali in his first visit
had waved head when saw
the bad condition of the
building and the visible
fear on the faces of the staff
and those visiting them for
revenue and other related
matters. The deputy com-
missioner who is known for
his commitment and devo-
tion especially caring for
state properties is due
expected he would have the
pride and appreciation for
restoration this historic
building for what the locals
were long awaiting. 

ASJ 
visits jail

F.P. Report

TIMERGARA: Additional
Session Judge Upper Dir
Inam Khan along with
Judicial Magistrate Anwar
Khan made a detailed visit to
District Jail Timergara and
inspected various barracks,
hospital and kitchen of the
jail, he met the prisoners indi-
vidually and asked them
about the problems.

However, no complaint
was received against the jail
administration, the honorable
judges appreciated the efforts
of the jail superintendent for
providing dental OPD facili-
ty which will be inaugurated
soon, and for the inmates to
go to the hospital outside for
dental diseases.

MUZAFFERABAD: A girl is busy in making traditional dresses with traditional ‘‘Khaddi.’’

Two youth
shot dead

SARGODHA (INP):
Armed men gunned down
two youth over various
reasons in jurisdiction
Jhal Chakian police sta-
tion of Sargodha on
Friday, police said. 

According to details,
the first incident took
place Chak 55 Northern
where a youth identified
as Anwar was shot dead
after exchange of hot
words. 

Police arrested the cul-
prits with murder
weapons. Armed men of
rival group gunned down
Ubaid ur Rehman 35,
over old enmity and fled
the scene of crime. The
police registered separate
cases in both incidents
and started raids to arrest
culprits involved in sec-
ond murder. 
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KYIV (AP): Russian shelling
killed an 81-year-old woman
in the yard of her home and a
60-year-old man in southern
Ukraine's Kherson region,
local authorities said. The
deaths were the latest civilian
casualties in Moscow's recent
ramped-up bombardment of
the front-line area. Kherson is
a strategic military region
located on the Dnieper River
near the mouth of the Black
Sea. Unconfirmed reports
say attacking Ukrainian troo-
ps have gained a foothold on
the Russian-held side of the
river during Kyiv's months-
long counteroffensive. 

The two civilians died
when Russian artillery target-
ed Kherson region villages,
according to Gov. Oleksandr
Prokudin. Four others were
injured in the strikes, which
also damaged residential and
public buildings, authorities
said. One person died in
Russian shelling that caused
extensive damage in the
Kherson region's capital city
of the same name. Prokudin
called it "an apocalyptic
scene."A 91-year-old local

woman was killed in her
apartment last weekend in
what Prokudin described as a
"terrifying" nighttime bar-
rage.

The Kherson region is a
key gateway to the Crimean
Peninsula, which Russia
annexed from Ukraine in
2014 and is now home to a
lot of Moscow's war logistics
operations and rear supply
depots. Ukrainian forces
recaptured the city of
Kherson last November after
nearly nine months of
Russian occupation follow-
ing Moscow's full-scale inva-
sion on Feb. 24 2022. The
Kremlin's forces retreated
across the river to the eastern
side of the Dnieper. The
developments placed the city
on the southern front line and
at the mercy of Russian
drone and artillery attacks
from across the river that fre-
quently target civilian areas.
The current counteroffensive,
which started four months
ago, so far has fallen short of
the Ukrainian military's goal
of dislodging Russian forces
from large areas. The war

now appears set for another
winter of grinding attrition.
But Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov dismissed
claims by Ukraine's com-
mander-in-chief that the war
had reached a stalemate.
Gen. Valerii Zaluzhnyi made
that observation to The
Economist. Russia is stead-
fastly pursuing its war goals,
Peskov said. "It's absurd to
talk about any prospect for
the victory of the Kyiv
regime on the battlefield," he
added.

"The sooner the Kyiv
regime comes to realize that,
the earlier some other per-
spectives will open up."
Russian authorities common-
ly use the term "Kyiv
regime" when referring to
Ukraine's democratically
elected government. Ukra-
inian officials are striving to
maintain the crucial Western
support the country has
received during the war even
as international attention is
pulled toward the possibility
of the Israel-Hamas war
evolving into a wider conflict
in the Middle East. 

Two killed as Russian
artillery attack Kherson

UNITED NATIONS (AP):
The UN General Assembly
voted overwhelmingly to
condemn the American
economic embargo of Cuba
for a 31st year after its for-
eign minister urged, "Let
Cuba live without the
blockade!" The vote on the
resolution in the 193-mem-
ber General Assembly tied
the record for support for
the Caribbean island
nation: The vote was 187 in
favor, with the United
States and Israel opposed,
and Ukraine abstaining.
Somalia, Venezuela and
Moldova didn't vote.

The "yes" vote was up
from 185 last year and 184
in 2021, and it tied the 2019
vote of 187. Cuban Foreign
Minister Bruno Rodriguez
urged the assembly before
the vote to support "reason
and justice," the UN
Charter and international
law and back the resolu-
tion. He said the US embar-
go has imposed "the most
cruel and long-lasting uni-
lateral coercive measures
that have ever been applied
against any country" and
that it constitutes "a crime
of genocide" and an " act of
economic warfare during
times of peace." The
American aim, Rodriguez
said, is to weaken Cuba's
economic life, leave its
people hungry and desper-
ate, and overthrow the gov-
ernment. General Assembly
resolutions are not legally
binding and are unenforce-
able, but they reflect world
opinion, and the vote has
given Cuba an annual stage
to demonstrate the isolation
of the US in its decades-old
efforts to isolate the
Caribbean nation. The

embargo was imposed in
1960 following the revolu-
tion led by Fidel Castro and
the nationalization of prop-
erties belonging to US citi-
zens and corporations. Two
years later it was strength-
ened. Then-Cuban
President Raul Castro and
President Barack Obama
officially restored relations
in July 2016, and that year
the US abstained on the res-
olution calling for an end to
the embargo for the first
time. But Obama's succes-
sor, Donald Trump, sharply
criticized Cuba's human
rights record, and in 2017
the US again voted against
the resolution. Rodriguez
said new sanctions were
added in the waning days of
the Trump administration
and he accused the Biden
administration of strength-
ening measures "to harass
Cuba in the economic and
financial sectors."

Cuba is in the throes of
what some experts have
called its gravest economic
crisis since the 1959 Cuban
Revolution. While
increased imports of a range
of goods would be welcome
on the island, the Cuban
government is widely
thought to lack the funds to
pay. But Cuba is also going
through a transformation
process, with the opening of
small and medium-sized
private companies. Since
small ventures became legal
in September 2021, more
than 8,000 companies have
been launched in Cuba.
Rodriguez said no other
people have faced "such
systematic and long-lasting
hostility from a superpower,
but Cuba will continue to
renew itself, and to build a

sovereign, independent,
socialist, democratic, pros-
perous and sustainable
nation." US deputy ambas-
sador Paul Folmsbee told
the assembly after the vote
that the United States stands
by its sanctions, which are
"one set of tools in our
broader effort toward Cuba
to advance democracy and
promote respect for human
rights and fundamental
freedoms."

He said approximately
1,000 political prisoners
remain behind bars in
Cuba, more than at any
point in its recent history.
Nearly 700 were detained
after historic protests on
July 11, 2021 when civil
society representatives
including human rights
defenders and minors exer-
cised their right to freedom
of expression and to peace-
ful assembly. "We share the
Cuban people's dream of
democracy in Cuba and
join international partners
in calling for the Cuban
government to immediately
release all those unjustly
detained," Folmsbee said.
He urged Cuba to respond
to requests from the UN
Human Rights Council to
send experts to the country
to investigate its adherence
to rights including freedom
of expression, religion and
peaceful assembly.

There was sporadic boo-
ing in the assembly cham-
ber when he concluded by
saying the General
Assembly should urge the
Cuban government "to
adhere to its human rights
obligations and listen to the
Cuban people and their
aspirations to determine
their own future." 

UN votes overwhelmingly
to condemn US economic

embargo on Cuba

YANGON (Agencies): A week ago,
one of Myanmar's most powerful eth-
nic armed alliances launched a coor-
dinated attack on a dozen military
outposts in northern Shan State, along
the country's eastern border with
China. Code-named Operation 1027,
the plan is to assert and defend terri-
tory against Myanmar military incur-
sions, eradicate "oppressive military
dictatorship", and combat online
fraud along the border, according to a
statement from its organisers, the
Three Brotherhood Alliance.

Made up of the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA), Ta'Ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) and Arakan
Army (AA), the alliance is part of a
coalition of seven ethnic armed
organisations which maintain close
ties with China and have bases or ter-
ritories near the country's border. A
particular target of the operation is
the cyber-scamming industry that has
boomed in autonomous militarised
zones on Myanmar's eastern border
since the February 2021 military
coup, generating billions of dollars
for Chinese gangs working in collab-
oration with the Myanmar military,
its proxies and other armed groups. A
United Nations report published in
August found that an estimated
120,000 people had been trafficked
into the industry in Myanmar, where
they are forced to scam people
around the world and are subject to
abuses including torture, sexual vio-
lence and other forms of "cruel, inhu-
man and degrading treatment". The
industry has ensnared Chinese
nationals as victims of both traffick-
ing and scamming, and over the past
year, the Chinese government has
exerted increasing pressure on the
Myanmar military to crack down. In
recent months, China also launched a
series of cross-border operations
resulting in the arrest and repatriation
of more than 4,500 people, according
to a report published last month by

the Institute for Strategy and Policy-
Myanmar, an independent think tank.

While Operation 1027 offers the
potential to help advance China's
objectives in relation to the cyber-
scamming industry, analysts say it
could also give new energy to
Myanmar's anti-coup movement, also
known as the Spring Revolution,
which aims to remove the military
regime and establish a federal demo-
cratic union. The offensive marks the
full-fledged entry of the Three
Brotherhood Alliance into the war,
and public expectations are rising that
the operation might ignite enough
momentum to defeat the military
once and for all. "Operation 1027 is a
big moment for the Spring
Revolution, and makes it clear for the
Myanmar people and those who stand
on the side of truth that our revolution
will win," said Tayzar San, a promi-
nent activist who led the country's
first demonstration against the coup.
"The fact that the Three Brotherhood
Alliance is vigorously participating in
the fight against the junta has greatly
affected the balance of power. The
strength of the revolution is rising."

According to a statement released,
the alliance has so far seized more
than 80 military bases and taken over
the border post of Chin Shwe Haw,
while more than 100 military soldiers
have surrendered to resistance forces.
Footage posted by alliance members
on social media indicates that they
have also seized large caches of mili-
tary weapons and ammunition. The
recent surge in fighting comes after
roughly 1,000 days of violence and
upheaval since Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing removed the elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi.
Within months, the military's lethal
crackdowns on nonviolent protests
had sparked an armed uprising that
has since grown to an unprecedented
scale. Several longstanding ethnic
armed organisations fighting for
autonomy along the country's borders

have openly armed, trained and
fought alongside civilian-led forces
established to drive the military from
power, enduring retaliatory attacks by
the military. But until now, the Three
Brotherhood Alliance had maintained
a relative distance from the crisis.
Instead, its members had quietly sup-
ported other groups fighting against
the military, while also focusing on
their own political and territorial
objectives according to Victor, an
independent humanitarian adviser
from Myanmar with more than 10
years of experience working with eth-
nic armed organisations. He said it
was only a matter of time before the
groups openly entered the war. "The
Spring Revolution is an opportunity
to eliminate the junta," said Victor,
who asked to use a pseudonym for
security reasons. "This is the begin-
ning of the end game." Initial reports
indicate an escalating humanitarian
crisis since the operation's launch.
The United Nations humanitarian
office reported that at least nine civil-
ians had been killed and 23,000 inter-
nally displaced by armed clashes in
northern Shan State over the past
week. Despite the needs, however,
humanitarian access remains
"extremely restricted", according to
the UN report. It said that domestic
flights into the town of Lashio had
been suspended and major roads
blocked and that mobile communica-
tion and data services were "marked-
ly restricted". People living in north-
ern Shan described a rapidly deterio-
rating situation to Al Jazeera. They
are using pseudonyms for security
reasons. In the city of Lashio, Ah San
said on Friday that she could hear
explosions but knew little about what
was happening. "It's not easy to get
accurate information because I can't
leave my house. I can only use the
phone, and the connection is often
interrupted or cut," she said. "I can't
do much, so I'm just staying here with
worry and uncertainty."

Offensive brings ‘new energy’ to
Myanmar’s anti-coup resistance

LONDON (BBC): An offshore firm
helped create companies used by mem-
bers of Vladimir Putin's inner circle,
including one hiding the late merce-
nary boss Yevgeny Prigozhin's yacht,
the BBC can reveal. Seychelles-based
Alpha Consulting also helped to form
more than 900 UK partnerships which
used a secrecy loophole to conceal
their true owners.

One partnership was involved in
running a sanctions-busting oil tanker,
while others committed crimes. Alpha
said it always followed the law. The
investigation by the BBC, Finance
Uncovered and the Seychelles
Broadcasting Corporation has analysed
internal Alpha documents and thou-
sands of company records to identify
some of the people who secretly bene-
fitted from the work of the offshore
firm, based in the island nation in the
Indian Ocean. As well as catering to
members of Russian President
Vladimir Putin's inner circle, Alpha
Consulting was a secrecy factory - one
of the most prolific companies helping
to exploit a gaping loophole in UK law.
Some of the partnerships it helped cre-
ate have been involved in alleged fraud
and running an illegal essay mill. One
has been accused of interfering in a for-
eign election.

Yevgeny Prigozhin, boss of the
Wagner Group who died earlier this
year, was one of those who benefitted
from Alpha's services. His company
Beratex Group Ltd was sanctioned by
the United States in 2019, as a front
company which concealed ownership
of his private jet and yacht. Leaked
documents - obtained by the
International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists and examined
as part of the 2021 Pandora Papers
investigation - show Alpha helped set
up Beratex in the Seychelles, and the
hidden beneficial owner was recorded
as the mercenary boss's elderly mother-

in-law. Alpha said it was "never
involved in any business activity" with
Beratex. Leonid Reiman, a close friend
and associate of President Putin, was a
client of Alpha. In 2006, while he was
Russia's communications minister,
Reiman was found by a Swiss tribunal
to have been the secret owner of a
company that received corrupt pay-
ments. Despite Mr Reiman's well-doc-
umented relationship with the Russian
president, the documents show that
Alpha provided a director for one of
his companies who failed to declare Mr
Reiman was a "politically exposed per-
son" - someone whose position or rela-
tionships mean they may be more
exposed to risks of corruption and who
therefore requires a greater level of
checks. Anti-money laundering expert
Graham Barrow said this was "not
really an oversight". Failing to make a
declaration is "a breach of the rules if
you are knowingly doing business with
somebody who is a politically exposed
person," he said. Alpha said it had car-
ried out all the required checks on Mr
Reiman and did not find information
which suggested he was a politically
exposed person or involved in money-
laundering. It said it does "not act for
clients or professional intermediaries
who we find have been involved in
wrongdoing". The investigation also
reveals that Alpha, run by a Russian
businesswoman named Victoria
Valkovskaya, helped to create 927 lim-
ited partnerships - one in five of those
registered in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland since 2017.

Limited partnerships, a type of firm
usually created by two or more people
to own and run a business together, can
also be used to sidestep transparency
regulations. After a law was introduced
in 2016 requiring UK companies to
declare who owns them or is really in
control, there was a surge in the regis-
tration of limited partnerships, which

were exempt. This requirement was
extended to Scottish limited partner-
ships a year later after it was revealed
that they were being increasingly used
for money laundering and other
crimes. But last year, the BBC and
Finance Uncovered revealed the
increasing use of English limited part-
nerships and evidence linking a num-
ber of them to fraud, terrorism and
money laundering. Despite this, the
government has failed to extend laws
requiring companies to identify the
people really in control - known as
"persons of significant control" - to all
limited partnerships. Kevin Hollinrake,
a junior business minister, dismissed
concerns about a loophole, telling the
House of Commons "limited partner-
ships cannot own property or assets in
their own name". But our investigation
shows that Alpha helped create limited
partnerships which were used to
acquire assets and hide the owners of
them - including an oil tanker, the
Delfi, which polluted the coast of
Ukraine after it was wrecked in 2019.

Investigations by authorities
obtained documents identifying the
owner of the tanker as a Cardiff-based
limited partnership called Mister Drake
PC. Like many of the firms Alpha
helped to set up, it appeared to be part-
ly owned by a Seychelles resident who
on paper looked like a prolific entre-
preneur: Luther Denis, who is listed as
general partner of 184 UK limited part-
nerships. But internal documents show
that partners like Mr Denis sign over
all their powers to the secret "benefi-
cial owner". Mr Denis is one of 12
nominee or sham partners provided
and paid by Alpha, who often know
nothing about what the firms that they
help to create actually do. Following
the wreck, a court imposed a fine on
Mister Drake PC - but it has never been
able to identify the real owner and the
fine has never been paid. Michelle

Wiese Bockmann, an analyst at Lloyd's
List Intelligence, said: "The beneficial
owners, as they're known, are ultimate-
ly liable and responsible for any of the
environmental costs or damages that
the vessel causes." Our investigation
found internal Alpha documents that
record the beneficial owner of Mister
Drake PC as Alla Kovtunova, the
mother of a former local politician in
Ukraine's now-banned pro-Russian
Party of the Regions.

Alpha said it was "not aware of any
of your claimed activities in relation to
this company". Baroness Kramer,
Liberal Democrat Treasury spokesper-
son in the House of Lords, said it was a
shock the government had not used its
economic crime bill to shut down
every loophole. "It certainly is aware of
this one, and frankly, it can't even be
called a loophole - it's so wide, you can
drive an oil tanker through it," she said.
The investigation uncovered another
eight partnerships linked to Alpha
which at one time were registered as
owning ships. In September 2020,
Luther Denis was named on paperwork
of another partnership, Cilkon PC,
which this time was involved in run-
ning an oil tanker called the Ostra.

Under a different name, the Ostra
had already breached sanctions against
Syria in 2019. Mr Denis's partnership
became involved in running the tanker
after its registered owner, a Russian
company called Rustanker, was sanc-
tioned for attempting to evade the US
ban on trading in Venezuelan oil. Our
investigation analysed tracking data for
the Ostra during the period after Mr
Denis's partnership took over. It found
the tracker was turned off for three
weeks in September last year, allowing
it to disappear off the coast of
Venezuela - indicating it may have
been breaching sanctions again. Ms
Bockmann said ships "go dark" to
obscure where they are loading and

unloading their cargo, "in order to
deceive, evade, and keep one step
ahead of any regulatory authorities that
are monitoring these vessels". The
BBC wrote to Cilkon and Rustanker
but received no response. We also
wrote to Mr Denis but he declined to
comment. Other partnerships Alpha
Consulting helped set up include:
Green Line LP, a firm that illegally
sold heart pills by promoting unproven
health claims; NIC International
Services LP, which appeared to run
paperwriter.com, a website offering to
write students' essays for them - a serv-
ice illegal in England; Histol Corporate
LP, a firm accused of involvement in a
"large-scale fraud" in Russia. Two
Russian officials allegedly ordered
chemicals for the defence industry at
inflated prices from a company owned
by Histol, which they controlled

The BBC attempted to contact
these partnerships and the people we
were able to identify behind them but
did not receive a response. Alpha said
it was not aware of any of the activi-
ties of these partnerships. Financial
crime consultant Graham Barrow said
that this use of nominees "brings the
whole process into disrepute". "It is
making a mockery of this idea that the
UK is open for business because
frankly, we'll accept anyone's name on
a piece of paper and away you go," he
said. As well as exploiting this loop-
hole, Alpha may have breached the
law in relation to Scottish partner-
ships, which does require that the peo-
ple who really control them are dis-
closed. In March 2017, the firm
involved, Biniatta Trade LP, paid a US
lobbyist on behalf of Lulzim Basha,
leader of the Democratic Party of
Albania. The lobbyist arranged access
to Republican politicians and a
fundraiser, where Mr Basha was able
to get a photo opportunity with then-
President Donald Trump - later used

in the Albanian election campaign.
Reports last year suggested US intelli-
gence believed that Mr Basha's elec-
tion campaign, whose slogan was
Make Albania Great Again, had been
secretly backed by Russia with
$500,000.

Biniatta's ownership was hidden
through offshore secrecy and sham
directors, but the leaked Alpha docu-
ments include an agreement from
2015, when the partnership was set up,
which named the beneficial owner as a
Russian national called Maxim
Trofimets. In summer 2017, when the
law for Scottish partnerships changed,
Mr Trofimets was not declared as the
"person of significant control" of
Biniatta, and an Alpha nominee falsely
declared that the firm had provided all
the information it had to. The next day,
the same Alpha nominee secretly
signed a new power of attorney agree-
ment, renewing Mr Trofimets' control
over Biniatta. After media reports of a
possible Russia connection in 2018,
Alpha's owner Victoria Valkovskaya
set out in an email how Biniatta could
conceal its ownership. The ownership
of Biniatta could be structured using a
Seychelles foundation with five nomi-
nee councillors "so as to not declare a
controlling person". This would give
the appearance that no one person had
control over 25% of the company, the
threshold under UK law for the
requirement to name a person of sig-
nificant control.

Biniatta followed the advice and no
person of significant control was
declared. Alpha said it rejects the alle-
gation that it attempted to avoid
Biniatta having to make such a decla-
ration. In September this year, the
Council of Europe appointed Mr Basha
to prepare a report on supporting the
reconstruction of Ukraine following
the Russian invasion. He said he had
no conflict of interest.

Criminals and sanctions-busters exploiting UK secrecy loophole

BEIRUT (AP): Faced with an
increasing funding crunch, the
United Nations will cut the number
of refugee families receiving cash
assistance in Lebanon by nearly a
third next year, a spokesperson for
the UN refugee agency said. Due to
"significant funding reductions,"
UNHCR and the World Food
Program will give monthly cash aid
to 88,000 fewer families in 2024
than in 2023, UNHCR spokes-
woman Lisa Abou Khaled said.

About 190,000 families will con-
tinue receiving the assistance, which
is capped at a monthly maximum of
$125 per household, she said. In the
past, some families received extra
assistance in the winter months for
heating fuel expenses, but this year
that program will also be halted,
Abou Khaled said. That aid "was
critical for vulnerable families to
survive the winter season," she said.
Lebanon, which has been in the
throes of a severe financial crisis
since 2019, hosts some 790,000 reg-
istered Syrian refugees and poten-
tially hundreds of thousands more
who are unregistered, the highest
population of refugees per capita in
the world. About 90% of Syrian
refugees in the country are living
below the extreme poverty line.

Syria's uprising-turned civil war,
now in its 13th year, has killed
nearly half a million people, dis-
placed half of its prewar population
of 23 million and crippled infra-

structure in both government and
opposition-held areas. Recent
months have seen a substantial
uptick of violence in the largely
frozen conflict, but international
attention has largely turned away
from Syria to the conflict in
Ukraine and now to the Israel-
Hamas war. UNHCR's Lebanon
office has only received funds to
cover 36% of its annual budget so
far this year, while at the same time
last year it was 50% funded, Abou
Khaled said. The office has already
cut staff and reduced programs this
year and may make further cuts in
2024, she said. Earlier this year, the
UN slashed assistance to Syrian

refugees in Jordan, also citing fund-
ing shortfalls. Since Lebanon's eco-
nomic meltdown began in 2019,
officials have increasingly called
for a mass return of Syrians, saying
they are a burden on the country's
scarce resources and that much of
Syria is now safe, while human
rights organizations have cited
cases of returning refugees being
detained and tortured. Over the past
year, the Lebanese army has deport-
ed hundreds of Syrians. Many of
those were intercepted while enter-
ing the country at illegal crossing
points, but others were registered
refugees who had been living in the
country for years. 

UN plans to cut number of refugees
receiving cash aid in Lebanon

China bids
farewell to
ex-premier
Li funeral

BEIJING (Agencies):
China's flag was lowered to
half-mast in Tiananmen
Square as former Chinese
premier Li Keqiang was laid
to rest in Beijing, a week
after he died unexpectedly of
a heart attack at age 68. Li
was cremated at the
Babaoshan Revolutionary
Cemetery, the resting place
of prominent government
officials and "revolutionary
heroes" from China's recent
past.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by President Xi Jinping,
Premier Li Qiang and other
members of the Politburo
Standing Committee in addi-
tion to Li's family. Prior to
the cremation, Li's body
briefly lay in state, with the
national flag of China and
white flowers, the colour of
mourning in East Asia, on
display. Outside, hundreds of
people gathered to pay their
last respects to the former
premier, who stepped down
earlier this year after com-
pleting his second five-year
term in office. More than one
thousand kilometres away in
Hefei, Li's hometown in
Anhui Province, crowds also
gathered outside his child-
hood home and laid funeral
wreaths at the entrance.
China's government has been
on high alert since Li's unex-
pected death on October 27,
as previous deaths of politi-
cal figures have led to peri-
ods of unrest. The 1989
Tiananmen Square democra-
cy protests followed the
death of reformist leader Hu
Yaobang while another
major protest in 1975 fol-
lowed the death of widely
respected leader Zhou Enlai.
In the days preceding Li's
funeral, state media were
warned to be on the lookout
for "overly effusive" com-
ments online that contained
tacit criticism of President
Xi. Many internet users
reposted one of Li's famous
sayings - "the Yellow River
and the Yangtze River won't
flow backwards" - a pledge
that reform and opening up
would continue in China
despite fears to the contrary.
As a trained economist, Li
was once seen as a major
proponent of economic liber-
alisation, but he was gradual-
ly sidelined during his tenure,
observers say, as Xi tightened
his control of economic poli-
cymaking. Public displays of
grief following news of Li's
sudden death last week were
described by New York
Times columnist Li Yuan as
the "most significant out-
pouring of emotion" in China
since mass protests were
staged late last year to protest
COVID-19 lockdown
restrictions. Li was born in
Anhui Province in 1955 and
was part of a generation of
Chinese leaders who were
sent to the countryside during
the Cultural Revolution.

He was later able to return
to his studies and received
degrees in law and econom-
ics from the elite Peking
University, where he also
rubbed elbows with leaders
of China's democracy move-
ment during the relatively
open 1980s.
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What next
after polls date

T
HE Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
announced on Thursday it would hold the next
general elections on February 8, 2024, after a con-

sultation with President Arif Alvi which was held in
adherence to a constitutional requirement underscored
by Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa earlier in the day. The chief
justice was hearing a set of petitions calling for fixing the
date of the next elections within the 90-day constitutional
deadline ending in early November.

A saga of an early election, timely, transparent, as well as
credible polls that should be equally acceptable to all politi-
cal groups and fall within the stipulated time frame categori-
cally set by the constitution have been crucial demands of all
segments of society over the past few months after the PDM
coalition handed over the ruins of government to caretaker
setup in the centre as well as in the provinces. Irrespective of
the political objectives and fringe motives of the previous
PML-N-led government, that paved the way for approval of
digital census from the Council of Common Interests (CCI)
making it mandatory for the ECP to clear off all potential
legal and administrative glitches concerning forthcoming
polls before the election to make them credible and trustwor-
thy. Whilst, the ECP and other relevant institutions are
mulling over future scenarios regarding the upcoming polls,
the political pandits, the media commentators civil society,
and political groups were anxious about the prospects of the
future polls and a flood of rumours caused confusion and
uncertainty regarding the forthcoming polls. Amid such
ruckus and anxiety, scores of petitions were filed by political
groups, lawyers associations and common citizens praying to
the apex court to ensure timely election in the country.

Surrounded by wide-ranging uncertainty and political
choas, the conduct of certain personalities representing high
offices including the Election Commission, and the
Presidency was somehow biased, politically motivated and
egoistic, which further augmented hype and polarization in
the country. The two high-ups turned their tussle into politi-
cal wrangling between their respective institutions through
self-assumed appreciation of selected clauses of the electoral
laws. President Alvi once again was ready to use his office to
unilaterally appoint the dates for election while the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) was disillusioned about his
prerogative/mandate and no one was ready to respect the law
and forge consensus in good faith. Interestingly, the arro-
gance and hostility dispelled at the top levels significantly
poisoned the lower ranks and files of both institutions as the
ECP counsels blatantly refused to consult the Presidency dur-
ing the last day's hearing in the apex court that met anger
from the top adjudicator and resulted in immediate consulta-
tion between the two high ups.

Historically, the PDM coalition introduced certain amend-
ments to Sections 57 and 58 of the Election Act 2017 allow-
ing the election commission to bypass the president and uni-
laterally announce election dates. It was a politically moti-
vated move aimed at restricting Dr Alvi's authority under
Article 48(5) who was openly lobbying on behalf of Lahore's
Zaman Park and supporting his parent political group.
However, independent legal analysts were of the view that
the power of the president to set a date for elections under
Article 48(5) is an independent power under the law and not
subservient to any other provision of the Constitution.

Presently, the nation has come out of the fiasco of the poll
date, while the Apex court has categorically mentioned that
February 8 would not be altered and elections would be held
in a free, fair and transparent manner in due course of time.
Therefore, the floods of rumours and propaganda must come
to a calm and all political groups and relevant stakeholders
must initiate their electoral campaigns in line with the ECP's
guidelines and constitutional provisions, so this important
political activity smoothly reaches its climax and a peaceful
transition of the government could be ensured in the country.

Free speech and
western Machismo

A
prominent civil rights group in the United
States has urged colleges and universities to
respect free speech and resist calls to investi-

gate or disband student organisations rallying on
behalf of Palestinian rights. In an open letter to aca-
demic institutions, the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) warned against politically motivated efforts
to police speech on campus, which could destroy the
foundation on which academic communities are built.

The letter has recently surfaced in the media amid
heightened tensions in US academia, scholarly circles and
the media as the Israel-Hamas war enters its fourth week,
anti-Israel protest demonstrations against reckless bom-
bardment and airstrikes on civilian populations continued
without any pause following October 7 incidents in Israeli
occupied territory. Some US academic campuses are
reporting pressure to crack down on critics of Israel's
ongoing military campaign in Gaza, where an estimated
8,796 Palestinians have been killed so far. Meanwhile sev-
eral media houses have banned their Muslim anchorper-
sons and journalists from reporting/ hosting talk shows,
and started censoring their articles/ programs for any
breach of instructions or airing of any anti-Israel com-
ments from their platform that might displease the Jewish
state or their supporters in the west. Similarly, several
social media platforms blocked accounts of Muslim jour-
nalists who highlighted Israeli war crimes or posted pro-
palestinians material on their accounts.

The ACLU urged the colleges,and universities that the
mission of learning and tutoring can not be accomplished
by a forum without debate and discussion while sane crit-
icism helps mankind to correct its mistakes and address
its course if one takes it positively. According to human
rights group, baseless investigations into those who
express disfavored or even loathsome views chill speech,
foster an atmosphere of mutual suspicion, and betray the
spirit of free inquiry, which is based on the power to per-
suade rather than the power to punish.

Historically, human morals have not yet capitulated
such rottenness and people still owe kind hearts that feel
regret and express displeasure over injustice, suppression
and violent aggression against unarmed innocent civil-
ians who so ever perpetuates, advocate or support such
machismo in this world. Presently, western leaders' have
turned a blind eye and blatantly supported Israel's war
crimes and inhumane bombardment in Gaza, while a
majority of western scholars, unbiased journalists and
common public raise their voice against such grave
crimes against humanity. Although those sane voices
have no impact on leaders' culpability yet this moral sup-
port instils courage and hope in bereaved Palestinians
against the aggressors.

O
NE of the most
glaring omissions
from the Western

political and media
debate on Israel's war on
Gaza is the lack of any
comment, let alone criti-
cism, of the chilling state-
ments made by the Israeli
president, prime minister,
defense minister and
other key figures. These
should never have been
ignored.

They indicate an official
Israeli intent to willfully
commit war crimes. Many
of the statements were
motivated by revenge, but
some were more about
long-term, ultranationalist
ambitions. What follows
are just some choice low-
lights from the maelstrom
of quasi-genocidal rhetoric
emanating from Israel.
There are several trends.
The first is that all 2.3 mil-
lion Palestinians in Gaza
are guilty. This view has
history. In 2018, then-
Israeli Defense Minister
Avigdor Lieberman
claimed: "There are no
innocent people in the Gaza
Strip." Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu this
month wrote that "this is a
struggle between the chil-
dren of light and the chil-
dren of darkness."

Even the supposedly
centrist Israeli President
Isaac Herzog stated: "It's an
entire nation out there that
is responsible. This rhetoric
about civilians not aware,
not involved, it's absolutely
not true. They could've
risen up, they could have
fought against that evil
regime." The notion that
Palestinian civilians in
Gaza could have ousted a
brutal militant group like
Hamas is laughable. The
belief that no Palestinians
in Gaza are innocent is a
dangerous message to be
sending to the 300,000
Israeli reservists that have
been called up to fight. The
second trend is to boast of
just how devastating the
Israel bombardment of
Gaza will be - a threat that
has been all too clearly
realized. "We will eliminate
everything - they will regret
it," said Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant, the man who
commands all the military
forces that are doing the
bombing. The airstrikes
would also not be precise or
targeted, as demanded by
international law, with an
Israeli army spokesman
stating that "our focus is on
(creating) damage, not on
precision." Moshe Feiglin,
a former prominent Likud
Knesset member, added:

"There is one and only
(one) solution, which is to
completely destroy Gaza
before invading it. I mean
destruction like what hap-
pened in Dresden and
Hiroshima, without nuclear
weapons."

The third trend is to por-
tray Palestinians as ani-
mals, a stark process of
dehumanization that is nec-
essary if you are going to
get involved in ethnic
cleansing and war crimes.
This too has a long history

in Israel. In 1983, Israeli
Defense Forces Chief of
Staff Rafael Eitan com-
pared Palestinians to
"drugged cockroaches in a
bottle." Now, Gallant
describes Palestinians as
"human animals." And Sara
Netanyahu, the powerful
wife of the PM, fumed: "I
really hope that our
revenge, that of the state of
Israel, on the cruel enemy -
will be a very big revenge. I
don't call them human ani-
mals because that would be
insulting to animals." This
is also reflected in the tor-
rent of Israeli videos mock-
ing the suffering of
Palestinians. The fourth
trend is to be brazen about
denying Palestinians col-
lectively from having any
food, water, medicine or
power. This was the decla-
ration of the total siege on
Oct. 9. Energy Minister
Yisrael Katz said that "no
electric switch will be
turned on, no water tap will
be opened, and no fuel
truck will enter until the
kidnapped Israelis return to
their homes." National
Security Minister Itamar
Ben-Gvir said the only
thing that should enter
Gaza until the hostages are
released are "hundreds of

tons of explosives" from
the Israeli Air Force.

Part of this trend is to
outright deny that there is a
humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, neatly forgetting that
the Strip has been suffering
one for at least 16 years.
Israeli Ambassador to the
UK Tzipi Hotovely said:
"There is no humanitarian
crisis." Incredibly, she went
on to state that "the human-
itarian crisis at the moment
is in Israel." The fifth trend
is to declare the intention to

seize land in Gaza. Former
Justice Minister Gideon
Sa'ar stated that the Gaza
Strip "must be smaller at
the end of the war …
Whoever starts a war
against Israel must lose ter-
ritory." This sentiment was
echoed by Foreign Minister
Eli Cohen. Meanwhile,
Ohad Tal, a Religious
Zionism lawmaker, called
for the return of settlements
to Gaza: "We cannot go
back to the same concep-
tion … we need to exact a
territorial price from
(Hamas), including return-
ing Jewish settlements at
least to the north of Gaza
Strip." Acquiring territory
through war is illegal under
international law. The sixth
trend is to call for a new
Nakba, expelling
Palestinians from their
land. Nissim Vaturi, the
deputy Knesset speaker,
threatened: "Nakba? Expel
them all. If the Egyptians
care so much for them -
they are welcome to have
them wrapped in cello-
phane tied with a green rib-
bon." This is not new.
Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich has a history of
making alarming racist
statements about
Palestinians. In 2021, he

told the Arab members of
the Knesset: "You're here
by mistake, it's a mistake
that (first Israeli PM David)
Ben-Gurion didn't finish
the job and didn't throw you
out in 1948."

The seventh trend is
openly genocidal, although
some of the above are too.
Likud MK Amit Halevi
stated: "There should be
two goals for this victory:
One, there is no more
Muslim land in the land of
Israel … After we make it
the land of Israel, Gaza
should be left as a monu-
ment, like Sodom." Most of
these trends are replicated
in the Israeli media. "Gaza
should be wiped off the
face of the Earth," journal-
ist Shimon Riklin wrote on
social media. He also
asked: "Why exactly do we
have an atomic bomb?"
Yinan Magal, a journalist
and politician, believes "it
is time for Nakba 2."

Crucially, a large num-
ber of ordinary Israelis
have demonstrated extraor-
dinary humanity toward
Palestinians, which has
been strangely lacking from
Western leaders. It has
often been the Israelis who
lost loved ones to the
Hamas atrocities who have
made the most powerful
comments. Noi Katzman,
whose brother Chaim was
killed, said: "The most
important thing for me and
also for my brother is that
his death will not be used as
a justification for killing
innocent people." One man,
the son of a missing Israeli,
stated: "You can't cure
killed babies with more
dead babies. We need
peace." Yaakov Argamani,
whose daughter was taken
hostage, said: "We are two
nations from one father …
let's make peace, real
peace." Of course, Hamas
has a long history of mak-
ing bloodthirsty, antisemit-
ic comments threatening to
wipe out Jews. The differ-
ence is that they were right-
ly called out, albeit not
often enough. Western
powers sanctioned and pro-
scribed Hamas, while
refusing to talk to it.
However, when Israeli
leaders make these com-
ments - and they have been
for decades, but more so in
recent years - not one sen-
ior Western political leader
says a thing. The reality is
that antisemitism is rightly
condemned, while anti-
Arab racism of the most
extreme variety is ignored
or even condoned. This has
to be addressed for real
peace to take hold.

Western silence over Israelis’
genocidal comments speaks volumes

Chris Doyle

S
INCE the Chinese aut-
horities implemented
policies to alleviate the

tax burden of the people,
especially those with dep-
endent parents (mostly se-
nior citizens) and young in-
dividuals two months ago, it
is too early to assess their
effectiveness. As a result,
the question of whether the-
re is a need for more tax
cuts continues to be debat-
ed. But if the burden of per-
sonal income tax is further
reduced, it might help accel-
erate the economic recovery
by boosting consumption.

On Aug 31, the State
Council, China's Cabinet,
announced additional deduc-
tions for children below three
years of age, children's edu-
cation and elderly support for
individual income tax payers.
This is a targeted measure
aimed at easing the financial
burden of middle-income
families, especially those
with young children/or elder-
ly family members. The stan-
dard deduction for children
below three has been

increased from 1,000 yuan
($137) to 2,000 yuan per
child per month.

China is facing a critical
demographic challenge with a
birth rate of 6.77 per thousand
(in 2022), a death rate of 7.37
per thousand, and a natural
population growth rate of -
0.60 per thousand. The total
fertility rate in China, too, is
well below the replacement
level of 2.1 - required to main-
tain a stable population.
Without effective measures,
therefore, China's population is
at risk of a rapid decline, which
could have serious implica-
tions for the country's future.

While a declining fertility
rate is a common phenome-
non in modern society, it can
be mitigated with effective
policy measures. A substan-
tial population decline would
create a demographic imbal-
ance with a rapidly growing
aging population, impacting
both the economic and social
fabric of the country. To
address this challenge, the
country needs robust policy
measures. In recent years, the

easing of the family planning
policy, including allowing all
couples to have three chil-
dren, has created conditions
for population growth which
in turn can help maintain the
demographic balance.
However, maintaining the
population equilibrium
necessitates a comprehensive
public policy framework,
with the tax policy being an
important aspect of it.

The increase in standard
deduction for children's edu-
cation, from 1,000 yuan to
2,000 yuan per child per
month, is a tax policy aimed
at reducing the cost of raising
children and thus encourag-
ing couples to have two, if
not three, children. This is a
positive incentive for fami-
lies which may have
refrained from having more
than one child or decided to
have no children at all.
China's rapidly rising aging
population is a major concern
- the country had about
209.78 million people aged

65 or above by the end of
2022, accounting for 14.9
percent of the total popula-
tion. China has already ent-
ered the stage of an aging
society. So the burden of sup-
porting the elderly is increas-
ing, with less than two tax
payers supporting one elderly
person. That's why the incr-
ease in the standard deduc-
tion for elderly support, from
2,000 yuan to 3,000 yuan per
month, will ease the financial
burden of families and sup-
port eldercare in society. The
personal income tax deduc-
tion for the three special cate-
gories can, by default,
increase the disposable
income of middle-income
individuals and families,
potentially stimulating con-
sumption. While the extent to
which this increase in dispos-
able income will translate
into consumption remains to
be seen, the move could
increase households' savings.

The tax reduction is not
about raising the tax-free

threshold of 60,000 yuan a
year. Instead, it is targeted at
specific areas of need, paying
special attention to house-
holds with elderly family
members and/or young kids.
The social significance of this
policy is thus immense.
China has introduced large-
scale tax and fee cuts during
the past several years, result-
ing in a relatively low macro
tax burden. In 2022, tax rev-
enue accounted for only 13.8
percent of China's GDP,
which may not be enough to
support the government to
provide high-quality public
services. Besides, looking at
the direction of tax reform,
there is limited room for sig-
nificant reduction in personal
income tax. That's why, in the
future, the tax authorities
need to gradually increase the
proportion of direct tax rev-
enue. Given the difficulty in
increasing revenue from other
direct taxes such as property
tax, the important role of per-
sonal tax in the direct tax sys-
tem needs to be maintained.

But this does not mean

there cannot be moderate or
structural tax reductions in
the future. China's compre-
hensive income tax, with a
top marginal tax rate of 45
percent, may discourage top
international talents from
working in China and pro-
moting its development.
Lowering the top marginal
tax rate or expanding the tax
brackets, such as by changing
the 45 percent rate threshold
for incomes between 960,000
yuan and 1.92 million yuan a
year (double the previous
threshold), with correspon-
ding reductions in other tax
rates, is a policy option the tax
authorities could consider.
Importantly, lowering of tax
rates, so long as the tax base
expands, may not necessarily
cause a decline in overall tax
revenue. Therefore, any
future tax reductions or stru-
ctural changes should consid-
er both the economic and fis-
cal impacts of the change. As
long as the tax burden is sta-
ble, tax reductions remain a
viable policy option. 

The China Daily

More tax reduction a viable option
Yang Zhiyong

I
SRAEL has always had
the upper hand both in
violence and the propa-

ganda war against the
Palestinians, with the
backing of Western politi-
cians and a heavily slanted
news media. Hamas
attacked and reportedly
killed 1,400 Israelis, includ-
ing women and children,
on Oct. 7. US politicians
and media have denounced
anyone who questions the
Israeli version. 

In contrast, US politicians
and media call claims that
Israel has killed mostly civil-
ians, Palestinian women and
children, in Gaza "unveri-
fied." Israel brushes off criti-
cism of its destruction of
civilian homes and business-
es. The backlash in the US
and the West, driven by this
imbalanced media coverage,
has given Israel an unchal-
lenged mandate to continue
its revenge carnage. Israeli
civilian fatalities are shock-
ing and reported without any
challenge, while Palestinian
civilian casualties are mini-
mized and challenged.
Sympathy for Israel in the
West is exaggerated beyond
facts and reality. 

No wonder recent polling
shows Americans believe
Israel is justified in its
scorched-earth assault on the
Gaza Strip, insensitive to the
carnage, and willing to give
Israel billions of dollars in
military and "humanitarian"
aid. Israeli leaders exploit
this by calling Palestinians
"animals" in their rhetoric.
Politicians such as Nikki
Haley are urging Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to "finish them."
Palestinians are dying as
Israel's "Lord of the Flies"
reenactment fuels anger,
hatred and more bias. It will
not last forever, though. The
truth always manages to get
out. 

Israel has been killing
Palestinians, destroying their
homes, and stealing their
land almost every week for
the past two decades with
barely any condemnation
from US politicians or news
media. The same poll show-
ing Americans sympathizing
with Israel - how could you
not, given the exaggerated
and imbalanced media? -
also shows deep American
sympathies for Palestinians.
Eventually, Americans will
see past the propaganda and
the lies, and wake up to the
ugly and harsh truth that the
violence is a direct conse-
quence of Israeli policies and
actions. Why? Historically,
Americans have shown that
truth will impact their
beliefs, and they will change,
as they did during the
Vietnam War. 

Like Israel's war in Gaza,
the Vietnam War was based
on lies and carefully man-
aged propaganda in the West.
Americans feared a commu-
nist takeover of Vietnam
would spread to other
Southeast Asian nations and
then to Europe, Africa and
South America. It was called
the "Domino Theory." Lies
and exaggerations were used
to strengthen that unques-
tioned sentiment during the
Vietnam War, just as they are
in Israel's war against the
Palestinians. American atti-
tudes began changing in
1969. Reports of carnage by
US soldiers against the
Vietnamese surfaced.
Questions were raised about
a critical incident in August
1964 that gave President
Lyndon Johnson the man-
date to launch a massive
offensive. It began with a
skirmish in the Gulf of
Tonkin on Aug. 2, 1964. The
USS Maddox, a destroyer,
engaged in an exchange with
three North Vietnamese navy
torpedo boats. Johnson used

the incident to justify war.
He eventually sent 500,000
soldiers to Vietnam and, like
Israel, engaged in a
scorched-earth policy to
destroy communism (insert
Hamas). 

The Vietnam War caused
massive destruction and the
killing of millions of civil-
ians. Despite suspicions that
the Gulf of Tonkin incident
was a lie, it took years to
expose. But the suspicions
fueled distrust, and public
concerns grew. The tipping
point came in September
1969, 18 months after a US
infantry unit massacred
about 500 Vietnamese civil-
ians in the Vietnamese vil-
lage of My Lai (think Gaza
City). Men, women, children
and babies (think Gaza) were
savagely killed that day on
March 16, 1968. Suddenly,
the news media began inves-
tigating other massacres and
showcasing the carnage in
TV reports. The TV videos
shocked Americans, who
thought everything was
going their way. Charges
were filed against 26 US sol-
diers, including C Company
Platoon leader Lt. William
Calley, Jr. In 1972, a photo
was published of a 9-year-
old girl, Phan Thi Kim Phuc,
badly burnt by a napalm
strike and running terrified
down a trail. She was called
the "Napalm Girl," and the
photographer who took the
picture won the Pulitzer
Prize. 

Another photo showed
South Vietnamese Brig. Gen.
Nguyen Ngoc Loan putting a
gun to the head of a Viet
Cong prisoner and executing
him. Americans wondered
how these brutal horrors
could take place. The Gulf of
Tonkin attack, which justi-
fied the war, was eventually
exposed as a lie. The My Lai
massacre, photos such as the
"Napalm Girl," and the pris-
oner being executed showed
how the US military was
brutalizing civilians. It
sparked protests and demon-
strations across the US and
on college campuses. 

Protesters against the war
were called "communist
sympathizers" and unpatriot-
ic, just as those protesting
against Israel's violence are
called "antisemitic."
Analysts years later said it
was the increase in television
video reporting, and photos
of cruelty that showed
Americans the truth and
changed public attitudes.
Eventually, Americans
turned against the war.
Overwhelmed by protests,
Johnson decided not to run
for reelection. His successor,
Richard Nixon, fought an
"awakened" news media and
was forced to withdraw from
Vietnam. He eventually
resigned. 

The point is, you can
hide the truth for a long
time. But when it does
come out, the public back-
lash can be furious. That is
one reason Israel manipu-
lates and controls media
coverage in Gaza and is
disabling their internet
access. All you see on
American TV are images
of suffering Israeli women
and children, and Israeli-
provided military videos
showing missile strikes
destroying buildings.
Images of Palestinian
women and children being
killed or pulled from the
rubble of the destroyed
buildings are rarely shown
by American media. But
they are there. And they
are getting out on social
media. When Americans
see the truth, their feelings
about Israel's war crimes
in Gaza will change, just
as surely as when they saw
the truth of war crimes in
Vietnam. 

Vietnam and Gaza:
How truth will change

American attitudes
Ray Hanania

The fourth trend is to be brazen about
denying Palestinians collectively from
having any food, water, medicine or
power. This was the declaration of the
total siege on Oct. 9. Energy Minister
Yisrael Katz said that "no electric
switch will be turned on, no water tap
will be opened, and no fuel truck will
enter until the kidnapped Israelis
return to their homes." National
Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir said
the only thing that should enter Gaza
until the hostages are released are
"hundreds of tons of explosives" from
the Israeli Air Force.



A
new report by the United
Nations University has
warned that the world is

rapidly approaching six intercon-
nected tipping points that could
lead to dramatic outcomes for the
people and the planet. While many
of the issues raised are not new, the
report does serve to highlight the
severity of the crisis that the world
is blindly racing toward.

We should perhaps be even more
worried about the deep connections
that link most of the points, which
means that a worsening situation on
one can push the others over the
brink, even if independently their
own deterioration may have slowed.
Thus, collectively, it represents a
potential snowball effect, where
major slippage in one area can propel
all others. Another common thread in
all these factors is the significant role
played by humanity. 

The first, and perhaps the most
global, tipping point is extreme heat,
caused mainly by global warming
and related climate change. Over the
past few years, in vast parts of the
world, from northwestern Canada to
southeastern Australia and from far
eastern corners of Russian Siberia
down to Argentina and Chile,
extreme heat waves have become
common, along with higher-than-
normal temperatures year round.
Heat waves have been particularly

intense in South Asia, the Middle
East, North Africa and even parts of
Europe, leading not only to severe ill-
nesses but also to the untimely deaths
of people and animals.

Extreme heat, in turn, has a severe
impact on at least two other issues
raised in the report. First, it leads to
faster melting of mountain snow,
especially glaciers, and as a result an
overwhelming majority of mountain
glaciers in the world are receding rap-
idly or disappearing. Between 2000
and 2019, glaciers lost 267 gigatons
of ice per year, and over 90,000 gla-
ciers of the Himalayas, Karakoram
and Hindu Kush mountains are at
risk of reaching a tipping point,
threatening almost 870 million peo-
ple who rely on them for water. 

While the faster melting of gla-
ciers leads to flash floods, it also has
a paradoxical impact on falling
groundwater tables across parts of the
world worst hit by rising tempera-
tures. Supplies of freshwater are rap-
idly declining across the world,
threatening the fate of over 2 billion
people who depend almost exclusive-
ly on underground water reservoirs or
aquifers. According to the report,
about 70 percent of groundwater
withdrawals are used for agriculture,
often when there is insufficient water
available from above-ground

sources. But due to climate change,
lower rainfall, and a sharp rise in
water use for domestic, farming and
industrial needs, the aquifers are
being rapidly depleted and are close
to their own tipping point. The report
says that more than half the world's
aquifers are being depleted faster
than they can be replenished. While
nations such as Saudi Arabia have
already passed this point, bigger wor-
ries lie ahead as one of the world's
most populous countries, India, races
toward this tipping point, putting at
risk close to 700 million people who
depend on groundwater for survival
or their livelihoods. The depletion of
groundwater will also disrupt global
food production systems, especially
when the depletion hits countries
such as India, one of the largest food
producers in the world and currently
the largest rice exporter. 

The threat of extreme weather
events, failing crops, rising illnesses
and untimely deaths due to the
impact of climate change is also
pushing global insurance premiums
significantly higher, making them
increasingly unaffordable for many,
especially farmers in poor nations. In
some cases, insurance companies are
withdrawing from areas or regions
where the incidence of extreme
weather events, such as wildfires,

flash floods or hurricanes, are
increasing sharply.

Since the 1970s, damage as a
result of weather-related disasters has
increased sevenfold, with $313 bil-
lion in global economic losses in
2022 alone, while severe disasters are
forecast to double globally by 2040,
according to the report. This puts a
large number of people, including
farmers, homeowners and small busi-
nesses, in a precarious situation, as
being without insurance leaves them
at high risk of financial ruin. For all
practical purposes, it may already be
too late to reverse the direction of the
changes being seen and to pull the
world back to safety. However, it cer-
tainly is possible to mitigate the
impact of these challenges. This
needs a uniform and united approach,
which begins with every individual
changing the way things have been
done, and completely overhauling
our lifestyles and priorities. 

It will require saving the prover-
bial drop of water, eliminating the
last sign of wastage, be it in water,
food, energy or other areas, and tak-
ing proactive measures, such as pro-
tecting the flora and fauna around us.
Even these measures may prove
inadequate, but inaction and continu-
ing the way we have acted in recent
years are certain to accelerate the
journey of the planet and people
toward total destruction.
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Greed and inaction are 
putting planet on path to ruin

Ranvir S. Nayar

I
N the blizzard of pretrial
motions in the federal Jan. 6
case, the most potentially

consequential is Donald Trump's
demand that the case be thrown
out because he has "presidential
immunity" against being prose-
cuted for his acts in office. While
US District Judge Tanya
Chutkan's gag order has gotten
more attention, her granting
Trump's request for immunity
would not only derail the case,
but also elevate future presidents
above the law. Judge Chutkan
and the appellate courts that will
review her should reject Trump's
position - and speedily, lest the
legal wrangling interfere with
the March 4, 2024 trial date.

In his latest filing, Trump argues
that the founders of our nation and
the framers of the Constitution
understood that the president must
be able to serve in office without
being inhibited by fear of future
prosecution by political opponents.
He points to legal sources express-
ing this protection that range from
the Federalist Papers to the seminal
Supreme Court case of Nixon v.
Fitzgerald. It established an
extremely deferential rule of
immunity, holding that a president
is immune for any actions arguably
falling within the scope of his offi-
cial duties, so long as they are not
outside the "outer perimeter" of
those job responsibilities as presi-
dent.

Trump has also claimed that the
federal executive branch has the
responsibility to make sure federal
elections are lawful. Accordingly,
as the head of that branch, he was
overseeing an unquestioned federal
power in his conduct surrounding
the 2020 election and therefore
may not be prosecuted under the
principles of presidential immuni-

ty. Or so the argument goes. Not so
fast, prosecutors have argued in
their brief, supported by an excel-
lent amicus submission from for-
mer judges and other legal experts.
They point out that the Fitzgerald
case was a civil matter, where the
stakes are much less and the rules
are different. Criminal cases are
reserved for the most serious mis-
conduct in our judicial system, and
neither Fitzgerald nor any other has
ever created the kind of blanket
presidential criminal immunity
Trump seeks.

In our view, the government has
the better argument. The principle
upon which our nation was found-
ed and that remains at the center of
our justice system today is that no
person - even a former president -
is above the law. Giving a presi-
dent absolute immunity would
grant him essentially monarchical
powers, antithetical to our history
and our rule of law system. As a
practical matter, DOJ points out
that the implications of Trump's
position would "grant absolute
immunity from criminal prosecu-
tion to a president who accepts a
bribe in exchange for a lucrative
government contract for a family
member; a president who instructs
his FBI Director to plant incrimi-
nating evidence on a political
enemy; a president who orders the
National Guard to murder his most
prominent critics; or a president
who sells nuclear secrets to a for-
eign adversary."

Still, because this issue remains
unresolved after our 234-year con-
stitutional history, it poses a chal-
lenge for the judge and for the
appellate courts that will scrutinize
her decision. We think the solution
is to sidestep a final determination

of the underlying and agonizing
legal question of presidential
immunity. The judge can avoid that
by holding that Trump's conduct
was so extreme that whether you
apply the exacting "no immunity"
standard urged by the government
or the more generous Fitzgerald
"outer perimeter" test, he still
loses. As we have previously
argued, it is ludicrous to suggest
that Trump's actions in the wake of
the 2020 election fell within the
"outer perimeter" of his responsi-
bilities as president. Presidents
have no official role in adjudicat-
ing who won state-run elections,
and the conduct here was the polit-
ical machinations of a failed candi-
date, not the official duties of the
commander-in-chief. We think
Judge Chutkan will also see it this
way, and we already have some
insight into her perspective. In
Trump v. Thompson, she authored
the now-famous line that
"Presidents are not kings, and
Plaintiff is not President," referring
to Trump. She there harkened back
to our nation's origins to reject
Trump's claim that sweeping exec-
utive privilege blocked the January
6 Committee from subpoenaing his
presidential records. That is a close
cousin to Trump's claim here that
sweeping executive immunity
blocks the special counsel from
prosecuting him.

The judge will also have to con-
tend with one other Trump legal
sally, but it should not detain her
for long. Trump argues that a pres-
ident can only be prosecuted if he
is first impeached and convicted.
But that nonsensical view appears
nowhere in the Constitution, as the
DOJ has long maintained. Both of
us have worked for Congress, one

as counsel for a presidential
impeachment and trial, and we
would have been laughed out of
our jobs had we advanced such an
argument. Judge Chutkan is a fair-
minded and conscientious jurist
and will honestly wrestle with the
merits of the arguments Trump has
raised here. In our judgment, she
and the appellate courts that will
review her will ultimately reject
Trump's positions as inimical to the
Constitution. But they must move
briskly. In the ordinary case, such
complex legal issues can take years
to wind their way through all the
way up to the Supreme Court. The
commencement of trial is some-
times held until that painstakingly
slow progress is concluded.

That is a luxury the country can-
not afford. We need to know
whether one of the leading candi-
dates for the White House crimi-
nally abused the powers of the
presidency to try to hold onto that
office - which he seeks once more
to attain. That resolution will only
come once he is judged by a jury of
his peers. In two other landmark
precedents dealing with compara-
ble executive powers, United
States v. Nixon and Trump v.
Thompson, lower court and appel-
late proceedings were completed in
a little over three months in both
cases. 

The same must be done here to
avoid any disruption of the trial
scheduled for March. That coming
Trump trial is not only a narrow
attempt to hold him personally
accountable. The verdict may well
determine whether we continue as
a democracy or put an autocrat in
the White House. For the sake of
our nation, Trump's baseless
absolute immunity defense must be
rejected - and fast. 
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Trump’s immunity defense 
should be rejected - and fast

Norman Eisen & Joshua Kolb

T
ODAY, instability pock-
marks the world map. The
Eastern Mediterranean and

the Red Sea have become more
than just strategic waterways;
they are a playground for
Hezbollah as the group flexes its
Russian-made Yakhont anti-ship
missile muscles. The Gulf, a vital
artery for global oil, is under the
footprint of Iran's Shahab-3 ballis-
tic missiles. The Black Sea, tradi-
tionally a theatre of East-West
posturing, is a potential testing
ground for Russia's missile
prowess. Meanwhile, Taiwan con-
fronts China's burgeoning missile
advancements, especially the DF-
21D "carrier killer".

Against this backdrop of simmer-
ing hotspots, the US Navy's Aegis-
equipped warships aren't just on
standby - they're on patrol, ready to
respond and keep the peace. In fact,
they are responding. In a recent inci-
dent, the USS Carney intercepted
and neutralised missiles and drones
fired from Yemen, probably at Israel,
whilst patrolling the Red Sea.

The Aegis combat system, aptly
named after the shield of Zeus in
ancient Greek antiquity, stands
alone. It is the pinnacle of missile
defence technology. Central to Aegis
is the AN/SPY-1 Radar, a multi-
functional phased array system,
which can detect and track multiple
aerial threats concurrently, allowing
the warship which carries it to
defend against both airborne and
sea-based attacks. Coupled with this
radar are the Standard Missiles
(SMs), a suite of interceptors
designed to neutralise various
threats, from hostile aircraft to ballis-
tic missiles, from just above the sea
all the way up into space. The Aegis
system has emerged as the corner-
stone of Western naval capability. Its
adoption by non-US navies which
feel themselves to be under missile
threats is also symbolic of a broader
trend: nations are integrating it with
their indigenous ship designs. 

Consider Japan. The Atago-class
destroyer, steeped in homegrown
Japanese design and craftsmanship,
saw the seamless integration of the
Aegis system. Then there's Australia.
Their Hunter-class frigates, while
armed with Aegis, trace their design
roots as ships to Britain and its Type
26 Frigates. This combination shows
a potent blend of Australian mar-
itime priorities, British maritime
design heritage, and the tried-and-
tested Aegis technological shield.
Shipbuilding capabilities need not be
lost by adopting American weapons
and sensors. The UK, perhaps unfor-
tunately, went down a different path
with its Type 45 Destroyers. These,
the Daring-class vessels, are massive
metal monuments to the UK's ambi-
tion to craft a distinctly European
missile defence identity. Equipped
with the Sylver Vertical Launching
System (VLS) and the Sea Viper air
defence system, which has its foun-
dation in the Principal Anti-Air
Missile System (PAAMS) - a
European collaborative effort - the
UK aimed to strike a balance
between cutting-edge defence and
regional collaboration. But it's unde-
niable that the US leads in anti-mis-
sile technology. Raytheon's RIM-
161 Standard 3 (SM-3) missile,
introduced in 2001, is among the
world's top anti-ballistic missiles. A
test named 'Vigilant Wyvern' just this
month showcased the capability of
an Aegis-equipped warship to tackle
incoming ballistic missiles whilst
simultaneously handling sea-skim-
ming threats, something most
European ships are unable to do.

Aegis has also proven its mettle
by intercepting supersonic sea skim-
mers, similar to the Yakhont which
today menaces the eastern Med. The
US system has demonstrated this
capability in numerous naval exer-
cises, most recently by intercepting a
'Coyote' supersonic target missile in

the harsh weather conditions of the
Atlantic. Moreover, the US Missile
Defense Agency, steered by Vice
Admiral Hill, aims to advance Aegis
towards addressing hypersonic
threats. With the next significant
upgrade earmarked for 2025, Hill
pointed out that Aegis is the "only
active defence available today" to
counter hypersonic missile threats.

Unlike the Type 45 Destroyers,
Britain's future Type 26 Frigates will
incorporate the American Mk41 mis-
sile launch system, a shift away from
the Type 45's European 'Sylver' mis-
sile launch system. For future vessels
like the planned Type 83 air defence
destroyer, Aegis is an excellent next
step if Britain wants to piggyback on
American capability. While Europe
can't keep up with Aegis and its mis-
sile advancements, there are those
who would argue that buying
European equipment is necessary to
preserve British industry. I don't
believe that. Every navy that has
acquired Aegis ensured some local
collaboration and tech transfer,
allowing customisation to their spe-
cific needs.

One of the most significant
British naval deployments of recent
times helped to underscore the
inability of the UK's current fleet to
challenge ballistic missiles effective-
ly. The year 2021 saw the deploy-
ment of HMS Queen Elizabeth to the
Far East. Such a deployment is
intended to showcase the power of
Global Britain, support our allies in
the region and challenge the domi-
nance of China. To do that effective-
ly, a naval task group would need to
be able to defend itself against
Chinese anti-ship ballistic missiles
such as the DF-21D. But due to our
decision to buy European instead of
Aegis, there are no British warships
that can mount such a defence. The
Royal Navy's Type-45 destroyers are
modern and robust but lack an effec-

tive means to engage ballistic mis-
siles. 

Fortunately the Queen Elizabeth
task group included USS The
Sullivans, an Aegis-equipped
Arleigh Burke class destroyer that
can act as an anti-ballistic missile
defence system. Following the
deployment, Rear Admiral Burton's
candid conversation with the
Defence Committee during an evi-
dence-gathering session threw this
disparity in capabilities into sharp
relief. His acknowledgement of the
"gaping hole" in the UK's ability to
"defend a carrier against a ballistic
missile without the support of our
allies" highlighted to the world that
despite the capabilities of Type 45
with its advanced systems, the older
but Aegis-equipped American
destroyer was the only ship present
capable of defending the task force
against ballistic missiles.

The US Navy's Aegis system,
adopted with aplomb by nations
such as Japan, Australia, and South
Korea, is the gold standard for mis-
sile defence. Type 45 may one day
be capable of ballistic missile
defence, but by that time the threat
will be hypersonic. Aegis will be
ready: European offerings will not.
If we are to put to sea a maritime
force that mirrors our global aims,
it's time we reconsider our dal-
liances with European systems. In
this case, I believe it is best to buy
American rather than hoping that
our vessels may, perhaps, at some
point be able to do in the future
what American ships are already
doing right now: take on the vil-
lains of the world and their
weapons of choice. Shouldn't we,
as a nation, shift our gaze from
viewing our defence coffers purely
as a job-creating mechanism and
appreciate the sheer efficacy of off-
the-shelf purchases? It's a matter of
ensuring British forces remain
credible, formidable and globally
viable. 
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US warships have the technology to take
on the world’s villains and their missiles

George Allison

R
USSIA is watching
the unfolding war
in Gaza closely as

Western leaders rush to
support Israel. The atten-
tion being paid to Israel
and Gaza, amid growing
fears the conflict could
inflame the whole region,
makes a welcome distrac-
tion from the stagnating
front lines of Ukraine.
After 21 months of fight-
ing, Western resolve to
not allow Russia to "win"
is showing signs of
fatigue, especially in the
US, where Republicans
are playing politics to
undermine the
Washington administra-
tion's efforts to hold
Russia to account.

The question is not
whether the Israeli war on
Hamas will break the coali-
tion supporting Ukraine,
but whether the Gaza con-
flict will remind everyone
that a crisis left unsolved
rarely fades away, but gen-
erally remerges - and at
times and places not includ-
ed in the short-term agen-
das of democratically elect-
ed Western governments.

Even before the Oct. 7
Hamas attacks that left
more than 1,400 Israeli
civilians and military per-
sonnel dead, and at least
239 people taken hostage,
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and successive
Israeli governments were
wrong to will the crisis to
disappear. Its reemergence
has caused an existential
threat to Israel not seen in
its more than 70 years as a
state. 

The above could, on the
one hand, strengthen
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky's
unwillingness to seek peace
on Russia's terms, as in his
mind a settlement is only a
recipe for it to remerge and
explode in the face of his
people. On the other hand,
it shows how vying for
peace regardless of who is
right and who wrong
should remain key, even
while Russia still occupies
20 percent of Ukrainian ter-
ritories. Addressing the US
Congress during his recent
US visit, Zelensky
described the conflict in his
country as a war of wills.
He has often voiced fears
that if Russia is not stopped
in Ukraine, it could result
in wars elsewhere.
Zelensky's thinking is that

"a third world war could
start in Ukraine, continue in
Israel, and move on from
there to Asia, and then
explode somewhere else."

In Congress this week, a
joint $106 billion aid bun-
dle proposed by President
Joe Biden to fund plans for
Ukraine, Israel, and US
border security is unlikely
to pass, with pro-Trump
Republicans continuing to
pressure the Biden adminis-
tration at Ukraine's
expense. The US has spent

more than $77 billion sup-
porting Ukraine since the
Russian invasion on
February 24 last year,
according to the Council on
Foreign Relations, and
Biden wants Congress to
agree to $60 billion more.
The EU has spent $86.7 bil-
lion since the beginning of
the war.

But similar challenges
await Ukraine on its
European front, as
Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban, who recently
met the Chinese and
Russian leaders on the
fringes of a conference in
China, is trying to oppose a
$53 billion European aid
package for Ukraine that
needs a unanimous vote in
December as part of the EU
budget for 2023-2027.
Meanwhile, as Ukraine's
allies waver, Russia is
intensifying its operations.
Although the Ukrainians
have maintained the
momentum of their count-
er-offensive, Russian
assaults are becoming more
persistent in various sec-
tors. Any disruption to sup-
plies and or commitment on
the part of Western powers

could be costly and threaten
a hard-earned tactical edge.
Fearing the worst, Kiev has
been ramping up its own
weapons production and
developing its own drones.
This in addition to effec-
tively deploying the newly
supplied US Army Tactical
Missile Systems, and the
UK and France's Storm
Shadow long-range mis-
siles, which have been
damaging Russian supply
lines, and command and
control assets.

However, the worry for
Ukraine is that its biggest

ally's hesitance regarding
the conflict could erode the
national morale. This war
has cost the allies money
and hardware, says
Zelensky, but it has cost
Ukraine lives. And keeping
up the flow of Ukrainian
troops after more than 87
weeks of fighting has not
been easy, with the average
fighting age creeping above
40. Although Ukraine
keeps its losses secret,
according to US and EU
sources, fatality rates on
both sides have risen well
above 100,000. Gaza is not
Ukraine, and Ukraine is not
Gaza. But volatility caused
by both conflicts has stifled
diplomacy, and made the
global conflict environment
messier than ever. Though
it would be difficult for the
US and EU to completely
abandon their commitment
to Ukraine, it seems Kyiv
has to concede that the
Middle East crisis has
drawn attention away from
its own existential war,
forcing it to operate with
reduced aid and visibility if
it is unwilling to "freeze"
the conflict now and fight
another day.

Gaza conflict raises 
worrying questions for Kyiv

Mohamed Chebaro

T
HE cap on bankers'
bonuses has been
quietly scrapped.

Our planning rules are
getting reformed, even if
painfully slowly, and the
Bank of England's fore-
casting errors will soon
be reviewed. True, the
45pc top rate of income
tax is still in place, and so
is the punishing 25pc cor-
poration tax rate. But
given how clearly damag-
ing they are, they may be
scrapped eventually.

Add it all up, and some-
thing interesting is happen-
ing. Many of the reforms of
the short-lived Truss gov-
ernment are either already
being implemented, or
becoming part of the con-
sensus. And there is a rea-
son for that: when anyone
starts to think seriously
about growth, they end up
with something very like
the Truss agenda. Yes, her
presentation may have
been catastrophic, but
Trussonomcs is steadily
winning the argument. In
the end, it happened with-
out much reaction, or even
a very significant political
row. Sterling didn't crash,
the markets didn't turn on
the UK, and even Shadow
Chancellor Rachel Reeves
could hardly be bothered to
take time off from cribbing
stuff from Wikipedia to
complain too loudly. We
learned this week that the
Bank of England's
Prudential Regulation
Authority will end the lim-
its on bankers' bonuses,
with the cap finally being
removed on Tuesday.
Unsurprisingly, the Trades
Union Congress stirred
itself to some ritual con-
demnation of the move.

"At a time when mil-
lions up and down the
country are struggling to
make ends meet, this is an
insult to working people,"
according to its secretary
general, Paul Nowak - trot-
ting out lines that were so
predictable that they
seemed to have been writ-
ten by ChatGPT. But other-
wise few people really
noticed. Yet, when the
measure was announced in
Kwasi Kwarteng's notori-
ous mini-Budget last
autumn, it provoked out-
rage, with accusations that
the Chancellor was simply

rewarding his rich mates in
the City, at the risk of
destabilising the economy.
One year on, such contro-
versy has evaporated into
thin air. And it does not
stop there. While it might
not be obvious yet - and
there is still plenty of oppo-
sition - we are steadily
reforming the demented
planning rules that make it
virtually impossible to
build any new houses in the
UK. The "nutrient neutrali-
ty" regulations that we
inherited from the EU may
still be heading for the
scrap heap, despite the
Lords' opposition, and
more radically the Labour
Party has pledged to give
local authorities more
power to build on "green
belt" land. Next, reform of
the Bank of England is ris-
ing up the agenda, with the
former Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke
leading a review into its
forecasting, which will
inevitably lead to some
changes. This ought to vin-
dicate the Trussites, who
questioned the methods
and value of pie in the sky
economic charts.

True, there are major
policy reforms that are still
desperately needed. Our
top rate of tax remains
scandalously high, and the
threshold for paying it is
far too low at just £125,000
a year. The increase in cor-
poration tax to 25pc is
looking like a terrible mis-
take, especially when our
neighbour Ireland is raking
in so much money from its
12.5pc rate that it is setting
up a sovereign wealth fund
to stash it away. Our dire
economic state would have
been improved by the key
reforms in Truss and
Kwarteng's mini-Budget,
which the Government
must revive soon if it wants
Britain to remain competi-
tive. For it is easy to parrot
a few slogans about a
"green industrial strategy"
or a "wellness economy"
that will turbo-charge
growth, but no one really
believes in that guff. As the
green wreckage mounts up,
the notion that transition-
ing to a net zero economy
will make us richer will be
exposed for the pipe dream

that it is. In reality, if any-
one starts to think seriously
about how the UK might
get close to a 3pc annual
growth - necessary to sup-
port our bloated welfare
state - they end up with
something very like
Trussonomics.

Our tax system has to
become more competitive
against our main rivals, and
some cuts can actually
raise more revenues even if
they don't necessarily do
much for equality. Our
planning system has
become a major obstacle to
growth, given that so many
forms of economic activity
must involve building
something new, or chang-
ing the way a building is
used. Investment zones are
the only way to genuinely
revive the most depressed
areas, given that entrepre-
neurship and deregulation
are among the few ways
that areas get richer in the
medium-term. And of
course, the evidence from
the US, Canada and per-
haps soon Argentina as
well, is that fracking is
transformative, and that
having a domestic energy
industry while the transi-
tion to renewables is com-
pleted generates huge num-
bers of jobs and vast tax
revenues. In the real world,
these are the things that
actually work. The timing
and presentation of
Trussonomics was unsatis-
factory. In the middle of an
energy crisis, it was not the
moment to make major fis-
cal reforms, and the Bank
of England had so woefully
lost control of inflation that
rising interest rates threat-
ened the stability of the
pension system.

The arguments for
reform had not been made
convincingly enough to
win over even Tory back-
benchers, never mind the
financial markets. The sup-
port required for radical
changes simply wasn't in
place. Even so, one point is
becoming clear. Piece by
piece we will get there in
the end. Had it been done
sooner, we might be enjoy-
ing more rapid growth by
now. But we can take faith
in the fact that, slowly but
surely, the champions of
economic growth are win-
ning. 

Liz Truss is slowly
winning the argument

Matthew Lynn

He has often voiced fears that if Russia
is not stopped in Ukraine, it could result
in wars elsewhere. Zelensky's thinking is
that "a third world war could start in
Ukraine, continue in Israel, and move on
from there to Asia, and then explode
somewhere else." In Congress this week,
a joint $106 billion aid bundle proposed
by President Joe Biden to fund plans for
Ukraine, Israel, and US border security is
unlikely to pass, with pro-Trump
Republicans continuing to pressure the
Biden administration at Ukraine's
expense.



ISLAMABAD (NNI): The
weekly inflation measured
by Sensitive Price Index
(SPI) has risen to 0.71 per-
cent pushing the overall
inflation up to 29.88 per-
cent, according to the
report released by Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics for the
current week ended on
Nov 2, 2023.

According to the PBS,
major increase is observed
in the prices of Tomatoes
(25.58%), Onions
(25.25%), Chicken
(10.79%), Potatoes
(1.61%), Tea Lipton
(1.58%), Eggs (1.30%),
Garlic (0.50%), Rice
Basmati Broken (0.19%),
Georgette (0.28%) and
Firewood (0.05%).

The SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was
recorded at 279.08 points
as compared to 277.11

points during the past
week, according to the PBS
data. As compared to the
corresponding week of last
year, the SPI for the com-
bined consumption group
in the week under review
witnessed an increase of
29.88 percent.

The weekly SPI with the
base year 2015-16 =100
covers 17 urban centers and
51 essential items for all
expenditure groups.

The SPI for the lowest
consumption group up to
Rs 17,732, increased by
0.85 percent and went up to
286.19 points from last
week’s 283.77 points.

The SPI for consumption
groups from Rs 17,732-
22,888; Rs 22,889-29,517;
Rs 29,518-44,175 and
above Rs 44,175 increased
by 0.86 percent, 0.77 per-
cent, 0.76 percent and 0.64
percent respectively.

During the week, out of
51 items, prices of 12
(23.53%) items increased,
14 (27.45%) items
decreased and 25 (49.02%)
items remained stable.

The items, which
recorded a decrease in
their average prices on a
week-on-week (WoW)
included gur (2.66%),
banana (1.78%), cooking
oil 5 litre (1.62%), veg-
etable ghee 1 kg (1.23%),
lpg cylinder (1.05%),
pulse masoor (0.93%),
wheat flour (0.62%),
washing soap (0.41%) and
mustard oil (0.32%).

The items that recorded
an increase in their aver-
age prices on a week-on-
week (wow) basis, includ-
ed tomatoes (25.58%),
onions (25.25%), chicken
(10.79%), potatoes
(1.61%), tea lipton
(1.58%), eggs (1.30%),

garlic (0.50%), rice bas-
mati broken (0.19%),
georgette (0.28%) and
firewood (0.05%). On a
Year-on-Year (YoY)
basis, the items that wit-
nessed decrease in prices
included, tomatoes
(26.26%), onions
(13.98%), pulse gram
(5.50%), mustard oil
(4.47%) and vegetable
ghee 1 kg (1.97%).

The commodities which
recorded an increase in
their average prices on YoY
basis included gas charges
for Q1 (108.38%), ciga-
rettes (94.46%), chilies
powder (84.11%), rice bas-
mati broken (78.08%),
wheat flour (76.51%),
sugar (62.60%), rice irri-
6/9 (62.27%), gents sponge
chappal (58.05%), tea
packet (55.79%), garlic
(54.51%) and gur
(53.53%).

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
US dollar continued its
upward trend against the
Pakistani Rupee after gain-
ing eight paisas and reach-
ing Rs283.50.

The greenback closed at
Rs283.43 on Thursday
interbank trading with an
increase of 78 paisas.

It is pertinent to note that
the gap between rates in the
inter-bank and open mar-
kets is required to be less

than 1.25% under one of
the structural benchmarks
set by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

The economic team,
headed by caretaker
Finance Minister Dr
Shamshad Akhtar, has
briefed the visiting
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) team about its
performance, and assured it
of full implementation of
the $3 billion loan program.

The visiting delegation
has asked Pakistan to strict-
ly implement all the targets.
Finance Ministry sources
said the IMF delegation
also appreciated the actions
of the economic team. 

The Pakistan side com-
mitted to meet all the tar-
gets set by the IMF. It
briefed the visiting mission
that almost all targets set
for the first quarter of the
fiscal year have been met.

As per the briefing, the tax
collection of the Federal
Board of Revenue and the
Petroleum Development
Levy exceeded their targets.
The team further said that the
electricity and gas tariff had
been increased and reforms
were underway to control the
circular debt. Reforms in gov-
ernment institutions were also
underway, while the policy of
market-based exchange rate
was being implemented.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ministry of National Food
Security and Research has
said that that there was
enough wheat stock of
6.934 million metric tons
in the country to tackle
local dietary needs,
besides keeping the strate-
gic stocks as well as main-
taining supply and
demand smooth in local
markets to provide the
commodity at reasonable
prices.

In a statement issued on
Friday, the MoNFSR said,
“Out of the total stocks,

Punjab’s wheat reserves
comprised over 4.021 mil-
lion tons, Sindh has 0.817
million tons, whereas
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
0.227 million tons of
grains that were enough to
meet local consumption of
flour and other byproducts
during the season.”

The Balochistan has
0.089 million tons of
wheat, whereas the wheat
stock of Pakistan
Agriculture Storage and
Supplies Corporation
(PASSCO) was recorded
at 1.78 million tons, it

added. 
“These reserves are

poised to meet the coun-
try’s vital requirements till
May 2024 and after this
period, the commence-
ment of the new crop har-
vest season will see a
surge in grain availability
in local markets, further
bolstering the carry-for-
ward stocks,” it added. 

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has encouraged and
supported the private sec-
tor to import wheat as so
far about 700,000 tons of
wheat have been import-

ed, whereas an additional
1.2 million tons of wheat
are to be imported in order
to ensure smooth demand
and supply till the arrival
of new crop. 

It was worth mention-
ing here that due to the
smooth supply of wheat,
the commodity price in
local markets came down
from Rs4,800 per 40 kg to
Rs4,300 per 40 kg. 

It was expected that the
wheat price would further
reduce and facilitate the
common man in the 
country.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Mayor of the London
Borough of Hounslow
Afzaal Kiani along with
Councillor Samia
Chaudhry and others on
Friday visited Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) and
exchanged views with the
business community on
matters for further
improving Pakistan’s
business relations with
the UK. 

The Mayor assured that
he would cooperate with
ICCI members in explor-
ing the UK market for
exports. He said that the
Pakistani diaspora has
great love for Pakistan
and they are keen to con-
tribute to the economic
development of their
home country. 

He said that ICCI
should form a delegation
for the UK and he would
arrange their meetings

with Hounslow Chamber
of Commerce to explore
areas of business collabo-
ration with them. He said
that promotion of tourism
in Pakistan would pro-
mote a soft image and
attract tourists and
investors to Pakistan. 

Councillor Samia
Chaudhry and other mem-
bers of the delegation said
that the Pakistani diaspora
in the UK prefers to buy
Made in Pakistan products
and stressed that Pakistani
exporters should focus on
enhancing their exports to
the UK. 

She stressed for bridg-
ing the communication
gap between the private
sectors of both countries
to increase bilateral trade
and investment relations.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, President ICCI
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari,
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &

Industry said that the UK
is an important trading
partner of Pakistan and we
want to further strengthen
these trade ties. He said
that bilateral trade
between Pakistan and the
UK is just over £ 4 billion
in 2023 and stressed for
developing strong busi-
ness linkages between the
private sectors of both
countries to further
improve bilateral trade
relations. 

The ICCI President said
that the Chinese and
Indian diaspora have con-
tributed significantly to
the economies of their
home countries and
emphasized that the
Pakistani diaspora should
also play a role to steer
Pakistan out of the current
economic challenges. He
stressed that the Pakistani
diaspora in the UK should
transfer technology and to
explore JVs and invest-

ment in Pakistan.
Senior Vice President

ICCI, Faad Waheed said
that many Pakistani prod-
ucts reach the UK market
through smuggling due to
which economies of both
countries suffer and he
stressed for promoting
direct trade to achieve bet-
ter results. 

He assured that ICCI
would connect the
investors of the UK with
right partners in Pakistan.

Group Leader ICCI,
Khalid Iqbal Malik said that
the Pakistani diaspora in the
UK should play the role of
Ambassadors of Pakistan
and promote its business and
investment interests in the
U K
market. Maqsood Tabish,
Ch. Muhammad Ali and oth-
ers also spoke on the occa-
sion and shared useful ideas
to further improve bilateral
trade and economic relations
between Pakistan and UK.

F.P. Report

KARACHI:  Shell Pakistan
Limited hosted the finale of
the 10th Tameer Awards
2023 at Shell House to rec-
ognize the brightest, young
entrepreneurs in Pakistan.

This year, more than 400
applications were received
for the awards program,
and 30 finalists were short-
listed in six award cate-
gories. The event was
attended by business lead-
ers, industry-professionals
and academia. 

The finalists presented
their pitches to a jury of
experts for the selection
of winners and runners-
up in each category. As
part of the event, a panel
of high-profile leaders
engaged in insightful dis-
cussions on innovation
and entrepreneurship,
inspiring growth in the
start-up ecosystem.

The Chief Executive &
Managing Director of Shell
Pakistan Limited, Waqar
Siddiqui, stated: “It is won-
derful to see young talent
take significant strides in a

wide and diverse range of
areas, coming up with
innovative solutions to the
problems faced by our
country. We are proud to
invest in our youth and
accelerate enterprise devel-
opment, through our flag-
ship program - Shell
Tameer; towards a bright
future for Pakistan.”

The grand winners of the
10th Tameer Awards 2023
were: Algaverse – Nayab
Raza for Circular Economy
- a microalgae-based
biofertilizer product manu-
facturer that aims to resolve
problems of food insecuri-
ty, energy crises and cli-
mate change has a profound
impact by supporting farm-
ers income. 

She Guard – Mehreen
Raza for Empowering
Women - a biodegradable,
herbal-treated sanitary that
will replace unsafe and
harmful materials with
safe, eco-friendly, and
biodegradable materials to
cater to women's reproduc-
tive and menstrual hygiene
management issues while
fighting against the menace

of climate change.
Inlights – Muhammed

Ahmed for Transport &
Mobility - an Intelligent
Transportation System
indigenously using emerg-
ing technologies like
Computer Vision & AI for
optimising timings to traf-
fic signals that reduce con-
gestion and waiting times.
Creative 3D Pvt Limited –
Bilal Afridi for Technology
Innovation – an idea foster-
ing the market of 3D print-
ers by manufacturing them
locally alongside providing
3D printing services for
problem solving solutions
for various industries. 

HaloPlast – Shemir
Ahmed for Clean Energy
Solutions – a young startup
that designs biodegradable
and water-soluble plastic
bags made with renewable
energy sources and
biopolymers as raw materi-
al to eradicate conventional
plastics. 

Bendcrete Constructions
– Touqeer Ahmed for bright
ideas - first-ever company
of Pakistan to provide con-
sultancy services for bend-

able concrete - a more effi-
cient, safe, and cost-effec-
tive alternative to conven-
tional concrete.

The runners up were:
Green Black Agri
Solutions for Circular
Economy, Bizb Store for
Empowering Women,
Mehran Stairlift for
Transport & Mobility,
Agribot for Technology
Innovation, Mycohues for
Clean Energy Solutions
and Ecopulp Pakistan for
Bright ideas. Since its
launch, Shell Tameer has
strengthened local
economies by promoting
entrepreneurship. 

A million youth have
been engaged through
this program. 10
Pakistani entrepreneurs
won International Trade
Grants worth PKR 3.8
million to visit seven
countries and expand
their market globally.
Nine Shell Tameer entre-
preneurs won the global
Shell ‘Top Ten Innovators
Awards worth PKR 10.4
million, receiving global
and national recognition.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In a ceremony
hosted by the Arab
Monetary Fund (AMF),
H.E Dr. Abdulrahman Bin
Abdullah Al Hamidy,
Director General Chairman
of the Board of the Arab
Monetary Fund (AMF),
and H.E Mr. Jameel
Ahmad, Governor of the
State Bank of Pakistan,
signed today a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in
Abu Dhabi. The MoU is
signed to establish a frame-
work of cooperation
between Buna, the cross-
border payment system
operated by Arab Regional
Payments Clearing and
Settlement Organization
“ARPCSO”, owned by
AMF, and Raast, Pakistan’s
Instant Payment System.   

The integration of Raast
with Buna aims to facilitate
Cross-border Remittances
between the Arab region
and Pakistan through for-
mal channels. This initia-
tive will benefit individuals
as well as businesses not
only through instant, safe
and cost-effective cross
border payments, but also
by strengthening economic,
financial, and investment
ties between the Arab coun-
tries and Pakistan. 

Commenting on this
MoU, H.E Dr.
Abdulrahman Bin Abdullah
Al Hamidy, Director
General Chairman of the
Board of The Arab
Monetary Fund (AMF) and
Chairman of the Board of
ARPCSO, said, “This
strategic collaboration with
Raast underscores Buna's

commitment to continue
connecting different
regions together and rein-
forcing economic, finan-
cial, and investment ties
between the Arab region
and its main global part-
ners. This resonates with
the shared vision of inno-
vating cross-border pay-
ment solutions to offer safe
and efficient cross-border
instant payments access for
individuals and corpo-
rates”. He added “We also
aim to increase cross-bor-
der remittances by reducing
costs and processing times,
this initiative confirms the
global character of Buna
which adheres to the high-
est compliance standards to
connect the Arab region
with its main global part-
ners in line with the vision
of its founders, their
Excellencies in the Council
of Central Bank Governors.
At this occasion, we would
like to thank the Governor
of the State Bank of
Pakistan and his colleagues
for their instrumental sup-
port to this initiative.”

Speaking at this occa-
sion, H.E Mr. Jameel
Ahmad, Governor of the
State Bank of Pakistan said,
“This MoU is a significant
strategic achievement that
opens the door to closer
connection between
Pakistan and the Arab
region. This collaboration
between SBP and AMF is
in line with our vision to
leverage cross border inte-
grations to complement the
objective of building an
innovative Digital
Financial Services ecosys-
tem” He added: “The inte-
gration of the two payment

systems will increase remit-
tances to Pakistan through
formal channels, with
enhanced speed, safety, and
savings in these cross-bor-
der transactions. With over
5 million Pakistanis resid-
ing in the Arab region and
around 55 percent of
Pakistan’s total remittances
received from Arab coun-
tries, SBP is committed to
complete the necessary
work and operationalize the
connectivity between Raast
and Buna in the shortest
possible time.”

Additional Information:
Buna
Buna is the cross-border

payment system operated
by the Arab Regional
Payments Clearing and
Settlement Organization
“ARPCSO,” which is
owned by The Arab
Monetary Fund “AMF.”
Buna aim to enable finan-
cial institutions and central
banks in the Arab region
and beyond to send and
receive payments in local
currencies as well as key
international currencies in a
safe, cost-effective, risk-
controlled, and transparent
environment. Buna offers
participants modern pay-
ment solutions that comply
with international stan-
dards, principles, and com-
pliance requirements.
Thanks to its cross-border
payment system Buna con-
tributes to exploring and
strengthening opportunities
for economic and financial
integration in the Arab
region and supporting
investment ties with the
global trading partners.
Buna welcomes the inclu-
sion of all banks that meet

the criteria and conditions
for participation, primarily
the standards and proce-
dures of compliance
aspects.

For more information,
please visit www.buna.co
and follow our page on
LinkedIn

Raast SBP 'Raast' Instant
Payment System is a trans-
formational initiative that is
built on state-of-the-art
international standard ISO
20022 and promises to be
simple, free, fast, interoper-
able, and a secure payment
option for customers.
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Inflation in Pakistan
surges to 29.88 percent

HYDERABAD: A vendor displaying solar to attract the customer at Bacha Khan Chowk. 

US Dollar inches towards 
Rs284 in interbank trading

‘Enough wheat stole of 6.9mmt
in country for local consumption’

SBP, The Arab Monetary Fund sign MoU
to facilitate cross-border remittances

Mayor assures ICCI of cooperation
to explore UK market for exports

F.P. Report

QUETTA: A historic milestone for
the residents of Balochistan unfolds
today as the State Life Insurance
Corporation of Pakistan (SLIC)
Health Card Program is officially
launched in the province, ensuring
healthcare accessibility for all 2.3
Million families. 

Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki,
Chief Minister of Balochistan inau-
gurated the province’s health card
program where Amir Muhammad
Khan Jogezai, Health Minister of
Balochistan and Shoaib Javed
Hussain, CEO of State Life Insurance
Corporation also graced the event.
Mr. Hussain, CEO of SLIC empha-
sized the significance of the
Balochistan Health Card program,
stating, "The implementation of this
program signifies a more accessible
healthcare landscape for every citizen
of Balochistan. 

By registering through NADRA,
individuals can now enjoy cashless
hospitalization services in both public
and private sector hospitals, facilitat-
ed through our extensive network of
over 1200 empanelled hospitals
across Pakistan. State Life expresses
gratitude to the Health Ministry of
Balochistan for entrusting us with the
responsibility of executing this uni-
versal health insurance program, a
vital initiative for the well-being of
the people of Balochistan."

About State Life Insurance
Corporation of Pakistan’s
Healthcare Services: Residents are
urged to confirm program eligibili-
ty by texting their CNIC number to
8500, granting coverage of up to
PKR 1,000,000 per family each
year. Eligible families can seek

treatment at any State Life empan-
elled hospital by inquiring at the
Health Card Counter for doctor or
consultant details. For assistance,
reach out to State Life's 24/7 call
center at 0800-01001, where a rep-
resentative will provide support.
Enhance your experience by down-
loading the Balochistan Health
Card Mobile application for con-
venient customer care access.

State Life is unwaveringly com-
mitted to a comprehensive mission
focused on providing social welfare
for the citizens of Pakistan and the
broader diaspora. The health card
program covers cardiac treatment,
dialysis, cancer treatment, emer-
gency care, neurosurgery, materni-
ty in-patient services, renal proce-
dures, cardiac surgeries, radiology,
general surgery, and specialized
investigations.

With a focus on transparency and

efficiency, State Life utilizes mod-
ern data tools, including a 3-tier
gatekeeping system and a leading e-
claim repository in Pakistan,
employing a paperless claim sys-
tem. In the digital era, the corpora-
tion facilitates payments to hospitals
and employs robust risk controls
with business intelligence and artifi-
cial intelligence. 

State Life's Health Insurance,
designed for cost-effectiveness,
offers comprehensive coverage
through a network of over 1,200
hospitals nationwide, providing
cashless facilities and immediate
attention during critical situations.
The paperless claims system ensures
timely payments, solidifying State
Life's leadership in healthcare insur-
ance. Prioritizing customer conven-
ience, the corporation continually
sets new standards in the healthcare
insurance landscape.

Health Ministry of Balochistan launches
State Life Health Card Program

Shell Pakistan hosts 10th Tameer Awards
to honour young Pakistani innovators
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World Snooker
C’ships

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan snooker
team has been finalized
for participation in the
IBSF World Men’s (15
Reds) Snooker and
Teams & 6 Reds
Championships 2023 to
be held from November
5 to 15 in Doha, Qatar.
The players to feature in
IBSF World Men’s (15
Red, November 5 to 10)
include Babar Masih,
Muhammad Naseem
Akhtar and Ahsan
Ramzan. The participat-
ing players in IBSF
World Teams
C h a m p i o n s h i p
(November 5 to 12)
Muhammad Naseem
Akhtar & Ahsan
Ramzan (Team A),
Muhammad Sajjad &
Babar Masih (Team B).
The cueists to partici-
pate in IBSF World 6
Reds C’ship
(November 5 to 15)
include Muhammad
Naseem Akhtar and
Ahsan Ramzan. The
World Men’s (15 Reds),
Teams and 6 Reds
Championships 2023,
training camp would be
held in four cities
Lahore, Sargodha,
Sahiwal and
Rawalpindi from
October 9 to 31. The
players would partici-
pate in the camp, from
10am to 5pm, to hone
their skills and prepare
themselves for the said
World events. The fed-
eration was hopeful that
the players, would win
laurels for the country,
in the above events.

Sidra's half-century
helps Pakistan 

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): Pakistan
Women A defeated
West Indies Women A
by 12 runs in the first
match of the T20 tri-
series that commenced
today at Gaddafi
Stadium, Lahore.
Wicketkeeper-batter
Sidra Nawaz produced
a brilliant half-century
that helped the home
side set a fighting tar-
get of 113 for the visi-
tors. West Indies
Women A were bowled
out for 100 in 20 overs,
falling short by a
dozen. Pakistan
Women A had a falter-
ing start after they
were put to bat first by
West Indies Women A.
The openers failed to
provide a satisfactory
start; Shawaal Zulfiqar
was dismissed for a
duck while Eyman
Fatima scored 10 from
19, including two
boundaries. Veterans
Sidra Nawaz and
Omaima Sohail led the
recovery job for their
side, building a part-
nership of 78 runs for
the fifth wicket that got
the home side to 112-5
in the allotted 20 overs.
Omaima (27, 37b,
3x4s) was dismissed
by off-spinner Ashmini
Munisar while Sidra
carried the innings and
went on to score an
unbeaten half-century
(54 not out, 40b, 7x4s).
Equalling Ashmini’s
tally, right-arm pacers
Cherry-Ann Fraser and
Jahzara Claxton also
got a wicket each. Off-
spinner Sheneta
Grimmond was the
pick of the bowlers,
accounting for two
wickets. West Indies
Women A had a turbu-
lent time in the middle
and could only manage
100, before getting
bowled out in 20 overs.
Captain Rashada
Williams was the top
scorer for the side, hit-
ting 21 from 28,
including three bound-
aries. Cherry-Ann
Fraser, who produced
18 from 15 and also hit
three fours, tried to
take her side over the
line, however, it went
in vain as the side was
bundled over in the
last over. All of
Pakistan bowlers
picked up wickets.
Right-arm pacer
Humna Bilal was the
most successful of the
lot as she returned
with three scalps,
while Omaima had two
to her name. West
Indies Women A play
against Thailand
Women Emerging in
the second match of the
T20 tri-series, sched-
uled for 4 November.
The toss will be con-
ducted at 0930 PKT
and play will begin at
1000 PKT. 
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LAHORE (Monitoring Desk):
Former Pakistan captain and star all-
rounder Shahid Khan Afridi on
Friday met Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) Management Committee
Chairman Zaka Ashraf at Lahore’s
Gaddafi Stadium, bringing an end to
days-long hostility.

The meeting comes amid specula-
tion that the former all-rounder is in
the run for a top position in the
cricket board. Afridi has been criti-
cal of Ashraf, accusing him of treat-

ing the board like a “club” and cen-
suring him for making irresponsible
and unnecessary statements.

“You [Ashraf] are the chairman of
the PCB and not of some [random]
club. You are supposed to handle a
lot of things [but you are] calling
owners of media houses and com-
plaining about people saying this
and that [on their respective channel]
about you,” the ex-skipper said.

“You are giving [unnecessary] state-
ments about Babar and other players

[at a time] when the [Pakistan] team is
playing the World Cup,” he added.

However, today’s meeting, which
took place in a positive environment,
is expected to reduce the tension.

During the meeting, Ashraf
acknowledged Afridi’s dedication and
contribution towards the game terming
the latter as a “hero of Pakistan” and a
“great ambassador of the country”.

“We would love to have your
experience for the betterment of
Pakistan cricket,” a PCB official
statement while quoting Ashraf said.

Afridi, while appreciating the PCB
chief’s efforts and contributions to
Pakistan cricket expressed interest in
playing his role in grooming and
preparing young cricketers to repre-
sent their country in the future.

The breakthrough meeting comes
a day after former Pakistan skipper
met interim Prime Minister Anwar-
ul-Haq Kakar to discuss cricket
issues including his association with
the PCB in the future.

Afridi and Kakar talked about
the performance of the Babar
Azam-led unit in the ongoing
World Cup 2023 and the grooming
of cricketers from the grassroots to
the international level.

Shahid Afridi meets
PCB’s Zaka Ashraf, ends

days-long ‘hostility’

LONDON (AFP): Mikel
Arteta says there is
"unprecedented" quality at
the top of the Premier
League as he prepares to
take his unbeaten Arsenal
team to face in-form
Newcastle at St James' Park
on Saturday. 

Arsenal, last year's run-
ners-up, are second in the
table, two points behind
pacesetters Tottenham
after seven wins and three
draws in 10 games.
Champions Manchester
City are level on points
with Arsenal, with
Liverpool just a point fur-
ther back and Aston Villa
and Newcastle rounding
out the top six.

"What has happened in
the last five years is
unprecedented," said
Arteta. "It never happened
with the amount of points
and level of the teams.

"Now it's the amount of
teams with that level that is
increasing and increasing.
That's why comparing to
the past in this league is a
waste of time. "It's very dif-
ferent to what it used to be,
and that puts the demands
of what we do every single
day in a different scope."

A much-changed
Arsenal team suffered a
chastening 3-1 midweek
defeat at West Ham in the

League Cup, on the same
evening that Newcastle,
also with multiple changes,
beat Manchester United 3-0
at Old Trafford.

Arteta said St James'
Park was one of the "tough-
est places" to win. "We've
done it and there is nothing
new to it, we know what
we're expecting," he said. "It
is very clear what they do,
what their strengths are, and
where the opportunities are
for us. We will try to take
the game where we want."

The Spaniard said
Newcastle boss Eddie
Howe deserved huge credit
for the job he has done since
taking over late in 2021,
weeks after a Saudi-backed
consortium bought the club.
"I think he has transformed
the club, the environment,
the atmosphere and what he
created in the team as well,"
he added.

"They have such a belief

in what they do and that's a
huge compliment to him."

Howe, also speaking on
the eve of the match, said
his whole squad would be
lifted by their impressive
win at Old Trafford.

"I thought the spirit,
determination and collec-
tive mindset was at the
highest level," he said. "We
are in a good place mental-
ly after the win." But he
said Arsenal would prove a
tough proposition.

"It speaks for itself what
they achieved (last season),"
he said. "They recruited
really well in the summer. "I
think they have moved on
from last year, mentally
moved on and stepped it up.
They are unbeaten, (and) it
is a really big test of our cre-
dentials. We are going to
have to find ways to make it
very difficult for them but
we are looking forward to
the game."

LUCKNOW (Agencies):
Afghanistan continued
their late surge for a place
in the World Cup semi-
finals with a comfortable
seven-wicket win over the
Netherlands in Lucknow.

The victory moves
Afghanistan level with
Australia and New Zealand
on eight points, with only
net run-rate now keeping
them out of the top four.

Hashmatullah Shahidi
hit an unbeaten 56 as
Afghanistan passed their
target of 180 with 18.3
overs to spare. Netherlands
were earlier dismissed for
179 inside 47 overs.

The win tees up a poten-
tially pivotal encounter
against Australia in Mumbai
on Tuesday, though the five-
time winners have a game in
hand against England on
Saturday. Afghanistan also
still have to play in-form
South Africa in their final
group game.

Pakistan are also still in
the top-four race and can
move to eight points if they
beat New Zealand in
Saturday's early match.

Victory for New Zealand
would see Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, the Netherlands and
England all eliminated,
given Australia and
Afghanistan face each

other, so at least one of
them will score a minimum
of nine points.

Afghanistan stay in con-
tention with convincing
win

Afghanistan are fast
becoming the story of this
World Cup. They had only
ever won one match at a
50-over World Cup before
this tournament, losing all
nine matches in 2019, but
have won four of their
seven matches so far,
including the last three.

Their inferior run-rate
and tough remaining fix-
tures mean they remain out-
siders for a top-four spot,
but the fact they even have
a chance is testament to
their development.

After winning the toss
and choosing to bat, the
Netherlands recovered
from the loss of Wesley
Barresi in the first over to
reach 66-1 after 10 - their
best powerplay perform-
ance of the tournament so
far. But Max O'Dowd's run
out for 42 triggered a col-
lapse as they slumped from
73-1 to 113-6.

Sybrand Engelbrecht
showed some resistance
with a battling 58 from 86
balls before he became the
fourth member of the
Netherlands top five to be

run out - only the second
time that has happened in
men's international cricket.

Mohammad Nabi was
the pick of Afghanistan's
spin-heavy attack, taking 3-
28, while teenager Noor
Ahmad again impressed in
just his fifth ODI appear-
ance by taking 2-31.

Rahmanullah Gurbaz
and Ibrahim Zadran fell
cheaply as Afghanistan
were reduced to 55-2 in
reply, but they showed great
maturity to mirror earlier
successful chases against
Sri Lanka and Pakistan.

Rahmat Shah fell to
Saqib Zulfiqar for 52, with
51 runs still needed, but
Hashmatullah and
Azmatullah Omarzai, who
hit a spritely 31 from 28,
saw Afghanistan home.

The Netherlands, who
stay eighth on four points,
are all but eliminated, but
can still secure qualifica-
tion for the 2025
Champions Trophy in
Pakistan with a top-seven
finish. Eighth will be good
enough if Pakistan finish in
the top seven.

The Dutch take on
England in Pune on
Wednesday, before ending
their campaign against
hosts India in Bangalore on
12 November.

World Cup 2023

Afghanistan beat the
Netherlands to boost

semi-final hopes

BENGALURU (AFP):
Pakistan team director
Mickey Arthur on Friday
described the tight securi-
ty facing his team at the
World Cup in India as "sti-
fling", leaving players
feeling as if they are "back
in Covid times". 

Arthur's comments came a
day ahead of the team's cru-
cial match against New
Zealand which Pakistan must
win to keep their hopes alive
of reaching the semi-finals.
Several Pakistan players
have already suffered fever
and flu at various stages of
the tournament which fast
bowler Hasan Ali attributed
to "room sickness."

Players are not allowed
to venture out of their hotel
without heavy security,
forcing them to spend most
of their time in hotel rooms.

"As a Pakistan team, we
play a hell of a lot of crick-
et so being on the road is
nothing new for these
guys," said Arthur.

"What has been tough is
the fact that we've been
under a massive amount of
security. So, I've been sort of
taken aback. "I found it diffi-
cult. It's almost like we've
been back in the Covid
times, where you were
almost secluded to your
floor and your team room.

"So much so that their
breakfast is in a separate
room to everybody else.
That's been the tough aspect."

Pakistan are playing a
tournament in India for the
first time since 2016.

Arthur said that outside
of playing and training, the
team have not had many
outings since their arrival in
the last week of September.

"The boys are used to
being on the road but when
they're on the road, they've
still been able to get out and
go and have meals, for exam-
ple, at different places, and
get out on their own accord.

'It's been tough'
"We haven't been able to

do that this time. And that's
been tough. That has been
quite stifling."

Arthur said no decision
has been made yet on all-
rounder Shadab Khan's par-
ticipation in the remaining
matches after he suffered a
concussion against South
Africa. "Shadab went
through a preliminary test
today," said Arthur.

"He came through that
OK, but we're in no position
yet to make a decision on
him." This was Shadab's
third concussion, having
collided with a Sussex team-
mate in a Twenty20 match
in the UK in May 2023 and

at the Asia Cup last year.
Meanwhile, Arthur

admitted Pakistan have not
played up to their potential
in India. "I'll be brutally
honest, I don't think we've
played to our full potential
in this tournament yet. I
thought the Bangladesh
game was the first game
where we actually put a
complete game together."

Pakistan beat Bangladesh
by seven wickets in Kolkata
on Tuesday, their third win
in seven games. They now
not only need to beat New
Zealand on Saturday and
defending champions
England (Kolkata on
November 11) but also hope
other results go their way.

"We got ourselves into a
position before the
Bangladesh game where it
was kind of out of our
hands and it's come back in
a funny way into our hands
again," said Arthur.

Arthur admitted South
Africa's 190-run defeat of
New Zealand on
Wednesday has handed
them a lifeline. "South
Africa did us a little bit of a
favour as well so it's kind of
pushed it back into our
hands, albeit a long shot
and we need to win big in
both our remaining match-
es," he said.

‘Like living under Covid’,
say Pakistan due to ‘stifling’

World Cup security

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief
Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhry, formally
inaugurated the annual
Rehman Medical Institute
(RMI) Media Cricket
League at the Army
Stadium in Peshawar.

Chief Operating Officer
RMI, Col (rtd)
Muhammad Tariq Khan,
and Chief Secretary
Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry
were the chief guests on
the occasion. Caretaker
Minister for Information,
Feroz Jamal Shah
Kakakhel, also attended the
ceremony and served as the
umpire in a friendly match
in which Chief Secretary-
11 defeated Peshawar Press
Club-11 by 47 runs.

The RMI is arranging
the league as part of its cor-
porate social responsibility
to provide journalists with
an opportunity to take a
break from their tough job
and participate in healthy
activities like cricket.

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Col. (rtd) Muhammad
Tariq Khan, Chief
Operating Officer RMI,
said that the RMI has been
arranging this annual sports
event for the last seven
years as part of RMI's com-

mitment to the well-being
of journalists. He highlight-
ed the challenging environ-
ment in which journalists
perform their duties and
stated that the event will
have a very positive impact
on the overall health and
well-being of journalists.

The inaugural ceremony
featured a thrilling match
between Peshawar Press
Club-11 and Chief Secretary-
11. Eight administrative sec-
retaries of the province, led
by the Chief Secretary, par-

ticipated in the match.
Talking to the media, the

Chief Secretary and care-
taker minister for informa-
tion appreciated the RMI
for regularly organizing the
Cricket League for journal-
ists. They lauded RMI for
its efforts in organising the
league and extended their
heartfelt congratulations to
RMI's management for
arranging the league for the
past seven years.

The RMI Media Cricket
League is poised to
become a landmark event,
promoting unity and cama-
raderie among journalists
while simultaneously cele-
brating their hard work and
dedication. This endeavor
further underscores RMI's
ongoing commitment to
fostering a healthy and
vibrant media community.

Chief Secretary inaugurates annual
RMI Media Cricket League

LUCKNOW: Hashmatullah Shahidi and Rahmat Shah helped keep
Afghanistan's chase on track.

BENGALURU: Shaheen Shah Afridi runs in to bowl at a net session.

Nepal, Oman qualify
for ICC Men’s 

T20 World Cup 2024
MULPANI (Agencies):
Nepal and Oman on Friday,
booked their spots at the
T20 World Cup 2024 after
winning their respective
semi-finals of the the ICC’s
Asia region qualifiers.

Oman humbled Bahrain
by 10 wickets while Nepal
edged spirited UAE by
eight wickets after a tricky
run chase.

With Nepal and Oman
qualifying for the T20
World Cup 2024, scheduled
to be co-hosted by West
Indies and the United
States of America (USA), a
total of 18 teams have now
sealed their spot in the
mega event.

The final two spots will
be confirmed at the Africa
qualifiers, which will be
concluded later this month.

Hosts West Indies and
the USA sealed automatic
qualification for the next
year’s extravaganza while
Australia, England, India,
New Zealand, Netherlands,
Pakistan, South Africa and
Sri Lanka booked their
spots being the top eight
sides in the 2022 edition.

Meanwhile, the two
next-highest-ranked teams
in the format Afghanistan
and Bangladesh sealed
their spots.

Ireland and Scotland
qualified for the T20 World
Cup 2024 from the Europe
region qualifiers, while
Papua New Guinea made it
from the East Asia-Pacific
region and Canada from the
Americas region.

The next year’s T20
World Cup will feature a
record 20 teams, which will
be divided into four groups.

The top two teams from
each of the groups will
qualify for the Super Eight
phase, where the sides will
be split into two groups of
four. The top two in each
group will then make their
way to the semi-finals.

According to a report in
July, the next edition of the
T20 World Cup will run
from June 4 to 30.

Details further suggest-
ed that the ICC has short-
listed venues in the USA
which include Lauderhill
in Florida, Morrisville,
Dallas and New York, for
tournament matches and
warm-ups.

Quality of top Premier
League teams 

'unprecedented', says Arteta
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IRSA releases

111,100 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Friday released 111,100
cusecs of water from var-
ious rim stations with
inflow of 57,800 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was
1522.05 feet and was
124.05 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was
recorded as 29,700
cusecs and 50,000 cusecs
respectively. The water
level in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1200.65 feet, which was
150.65 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and out-
flow of water was record-
ed at 7,000 cusecs and
40,000 cusecs respective-
ly. The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 58,400,
38,900, 41,000 and
10,500 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 10,300
cusecs of water were
released at Nowshera and
5,300 cusecs were
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

CAA returns valuables
to passenger

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA)
Pakistan staff on
Friday returned back
valuables worth Rs 4
million to female pas-
senger at airport.
According to CAA,
passengers had reached
Islamabad from
Karachi by flight ER
502. The passenger had
left the bag in the baby
changing room on level
two. The female sani-
tary attendant Ms.
Subia Asif handed over
the bag to the Terminal
Manager Arrival upon
receiving the bag. The
Terminal Manager sub-
mitted the said bag to
the CAA Lost and
Found Section. Two
mobile phones, 110
British pounds, 22830
rupees, 116.64 grams
of gold and a lady
Swiss watch were
found in the bag. The
next day, after contact-
ing the Islamabad
Airport, the bag was
handed over to the pas-
senger. The lady pas-
senger thanked the
civil aviation staff and
praised them for their
honesty.

Arshad Majeed
assumes office

ISLAMABAD (INP):
New chairman
National Highway
Authority (NHA),
Arshad Majeed
Mohmand on Friday
assumed the charge of
his office. Members
and officers of NHA
extended warm wel-
come to their new
chairman and hoped
that his distinguished
leadership will steer
the organization
towards a brighter
future. Chairman
Arshad Majeed
Mohmand, visibly
moved by the heartfelt
reception, reciprocated
with gratitude, setting
a promising tone for
his tenure. His
appointment signifies
a new chapter of trans-
formation and
progress for the NHA.

12 gamblers
arrested

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police have arrested 12
gamblers on cock fights
and recovered stake
money of Rs 30,000, 11
mobile phones, and six
chickens from their pos-
session during a crack-
down here on Friday,
informed a police
spokesman. According
to the details, Dhamial
Police held 12 gamblers
who were identified as
Nazir, Mehran, Amir,
Fahad, Shahbaz,
Ahmed, Qasim, Mazhar,
Asif, Sikandar, Naveed
and Abdul Samad.
Police have registered a
case against all of them
and further investigation
was in progress. SP
Saddar appreciated the
performance of the
police team adding that
gambling was the root
of other evils and action
against such elements
would be continued.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for National
Heritage and Culture Jamal Shah Friday dis-
closed to launch of a dedicated heritage chan-
nel to promote the regional literature of
Pakistan soon which will create awareness
among the young generation about their
regional languages and rich lingual identities.

Talking to PTV news channel, he said
that Heritage channel will showcase and
celebrate the Pakistan's rich culture in a
way that reflects the views of the Pakistani
people and the heritage, civilization and
cultural history of the country. We aim to
engage the general public in a modern and
lively manner through content that reflects
the views of the Pakistani people and the
heritage, civilization and cultural history
of their country, he added.

Replying to a question about the folk
mela started in Islamabad, he said the biggest
folk festival, “Lok Mela 2023,”  will serve as
a cultural treat for the people, featuring a
variety of activities including provincial
pavilions, shopping and food stalls, and
musical programs. He said that is a key

source for promoting regional languages and
preserving arts, crafts, culture, folk music
and traditional skills of the country. He said
that this unique event has become a symbol
of the federation’s recognition and patronage
of our rich cultural diversity and the active
participation of the people.

He further said that traditional Mela is a
part of government priorities as it aims to
encourage initiatives related to public wel-
fare, promotion, and development of
Pakistan's culture, and to provide meaningful
and wholesome entertainment opportunities
to the citizens. Replying to another question,
he regretted the lower wages of artists in past
and disclosed that the present government
will soon consider this issue on priority and
will increase their maximum wages for the
welfare of the artist community.

The minister also discussed the impor-
tance of federal, provincial, and territorial
heritage sites to our culture and acknowl-
edged the need for additional governmen-
tal resources to further support this sector
to address current challenges.

‘Heritage channel
for regional

literature soon’

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker
Minister for Education Madad Ali
Sindhi on Friday stressed the
need for the implementation of
laws and to improve the quality
education for achieving progress
in the country.

Talking to PTV, Sindhi said the
caretaker government is taking
tough decisions to enhance the
efficiency of national institutions,
including the education sector.

He said there is a need to con-
vene an inter-provincial confer-
ence to highlight the importance
of quality education and research
work in the country.

Responding to a question about
the dilapidated condition of some

schools in far-flung areas, Sindhi
said the government has visited a
number of schools in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
provinces.

He added that the issues of
dropout children and poor quality
school materials will be resolved
soon. 

A comprehensive mechanism
will be adopted to address the
problems faced by different insti-
tutions, he stated.

Sindhi appreciated the caretak-
er government's steps taken in the
shortest period of time, saying
law enforcement agencies (LEAs)
have launched a crackdown to nab
illegal and unregistered foreign-

ers living in the country.
He said Pakistan is facing ter-

rorism issues due to the involve-
ment of illegal and unregistered
aliens. To another question about
a long-term strategy to streamline
the system, Sindhi said the care-
taker government will complete
the task of providing security and
necessary funds to the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
for holding free and fair elections
in the country.

Caretaker Minister for
Education Madad Ali Sindhisaid a
democratically elected govern-
ment will take concrete measures
and evolve a strategy to bring
improvement in the institutions.

ISLAMABAD  (APP): A
three-day international con-
ference on "Advancing
Islamic Finance" at Allama
Iqbal Open University con-
cluded with 10 recommenda-
tions, including the publica-
tion of a research journal of
Islamic Finance, organizing
conference on Islamic
Finance regularly, collaborat-
ing with national and interna-
tional institutions for the pro-
motion of Islamic finance,
designing courses and degree
programs in Islamic finance. 

These recommendations
were presented by the confer-

ence Secretary, Dr. Ahmed
Abdul Rahman. The closing
ceremony was presided over
by the Dean of, Faculty of
Arabic and Islamic Studies,
Prof. Dr. Shah Mohyuddin
Hashmi, while Prof. Dr.
Mufti Zubair Usmani from
Jamia Darul Uloom Karachi,
and Sahibzada Muhammad
Qamarul Haq from Jamia
Muhammadi Sharif Chiniot,
were the special guests. Dr.
Mohyuddin Hashmi said that
Faculty of Arabic carries a
unique identity for organizing
conferences, seminars and,
academic and intellectual

events, but this was our first
experience on Islamic
finance, which was a success-
ful joint effort. On this occa-
sion, he announced that an
international conference on
Arabic would be held in
December on World Arabic
Day. Dr Hashmi added that I
now announce the approval
of two recommendations, one
is that the conference on
Islamic Finance will be
organized annually in AIOU
and other is that the
Islamabad Journal of Islamic
Finance will be published
before next year's conference.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Higher Education
Development in Pakistan
(HEDP) project of the
Higher Education
Commission (HEC) team
conducted a three-day
capacity-building work-
shop for teachers at affili-
ated colleges in the ICT
region. The workshop was
conducted by the Post-
secondary Education
Reform Unit (PERU) in
coordination with the
National Academy of
Higher Education
(NAHE), according to a
news release.

The Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training and the Federal
Directorate of Education
had requested training for
70 nominated teachers from
associate and graduate col-

leges in Islamabad. The
Undergraduate Education
Policy (UEP) 2020 was
approved by the HEC and
will be implemented in Fall
2023. The success of a pol-
icy depends on the pre-
paredness of teachers, who
constitute the foundation of
an education system. For
successful implementation
of UEP, the faculty of high-
er education institutes must
understand it well and be
prepared to implement it in
letter and spirit. The affili-
ated colleges are undergo-
ing a transition from an
annual system to a semester
system under Education
Policy 2020.

The introduction of asso-
ciate degree programmes
and bachelor’s degree pro-
grammes required signifi-
cant procedural and regula-

tory changes in student
admission, enrollment, reg-
istration, advisement sys-
tem, internship, capstone
project, assessment meth-
ods, attendance system,
course design and conduct,
learning management sys-
tem, and using technology
in teaching and assessment.

For the first time, a spe-
cial module on environ-
ment and sustainability was
also added to create aware-
ness among teachers
regarding the SDGs.

The training methods
also addressed the expec-
tations and levels of target
teachers with suitable
activities and involvement
rather than mere lecturing.
The workshop was con-
ducted by master trainers
specialising in various
areas of training.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting an
operation managed to
recover over 343 kg of
drugs and arrested two drug
smugglers after an
encounter, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Friday.

He informed that in an
encounter in Jhelum
between ANF intelligence
and drug smugglers, more
than 343 kg of drugs
including 277.2 kg hashish
and 67.2 kg opium were
recovered. He said an ANF
official received bullet
injuries in the exchange of
fire with drug smugglers.

During the operation, two
suspects including one
injured were arrested while
one smuggler managed to
escape from the spot.

Acting on a tip-off, an
attempt was made to stop a
Suzuki Mehran car at the
Dina check post but the
accused instead of stopping
the vehicle tried to escape,
he said adding, that the
ANF team chased and
forced the vehicle to stop
near Domeli Chowk,
Jhelum. The drug smug-
glers started firing at the
ANF personnel in an
attempt to escape. An ANF
official received bullet
injuries in the leg in the

exchange of fire, he added.
The injured official was

immediately shifted to the
hospital for medical treat-
ment where his condition is
stated to be out of danger.

As a result of the firing,
an injured suspect was
arrested along with his
accomplice while another
accused escaped in the
nearby forest, the
spokesman informed. 

He said that ANF was
making efforts to net other
members of the group.

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused
under the Anti-Narcotics
Act, while further investi-
gation is underway.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Power Division
has recovered Rs4.59 billion during a
countrywide power theft crackdown,
reported on Friday. 

To minimize the losses in the power
sector, the caretaker government and mili-
tary leadership of the country in
September decided to launch a country-
wide crackdown on power thieves.

As per details shared by the Power
Division, Rs4.59 billion have been recov-
ered from 22 to 29 October, while over
5,448 people were arrested during the
crackdown. Rs1.91 billion were recovered
during crackdown in Punjab and
Islamabad, while Rs1.08 billion from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

From Sindh, Rs1.39 billion were recov-

ered in terms of fine from the electricity
pilfers. Rs0.21 billion were recovered
from Balochistan during October 22 to 29,
the power division said.

On October 18, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
(KP) Mardan was declared loadshedding-
free city under the “Zero-Theft, Zero-
Loadshedding” initiative launched by the
power division.

Mardan had been facing power outages
for more than six hours a day. Secretary
Power Division Rashid Langrial launched
“The Mardan Model” in Islamabad, under
which there would be no loadshedding in
the city as the power theft has ended and
recoveries have also improved in the
region. With this Mardan has become
Pakistan’s first power theft-free city.

ANF recovers 343 kg drugs;
arrests two smugglers

Sindhi stresses for
implementation of laws, quality

education to gain progress

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Jamal Shah along with
Palestinian Ambassador in Pakistan, Ahmed Jawad Rabei lit candle light in memory of the Palestinian martyred
people at the Palestinian stall at opening ceremony of "Annual Ten-Day Folk Festival Lok Mela at Lok Virsa . 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Privatisation, Fawad Hasan Fawad chairing a meeting with FA
on FWBL. 

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: COMSATS
University Islamabad held its 26th
and 27th Convocation Ceremonies
at Jinnah Convention Centre, on
Thursday. Twenty-four hundred and
sixty-five students received gradu-
ate and post-graduate degrees in
these ceremonies. 

The ceremonies also witnessed
award of 35 Gold Medals, 25 Silver
Medals and 20 Bronze Medals to
Top graduates who qualified their
degrees with distinction in respec-
tive programs.

Graduates were awarded degrees
of Bachelor of Science, Master of
Science and Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) in the disciplines of
Bioinformatics, Physics, Economics,
Biosciences, Business
Administration, Computer
Engineering, Computer Science,
Elec t r ica l /Te lecommunica t ion
Engineering, Electronics,
Mathematics, Architecture, Design
and Psychology. The first session of
the Convocation Ceremony was
presided by the university Chancellor,
Dr. Arif Alvi, President of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.

While addressing the gathering Dr.
Alvi appreciated the efforts of the stu-
dents to graduate from a prestigious
institution dedicated towards building
excellence. He urged the university to
provide the best available opportuni-
ties for learning and personal develop-
ment along with a caring and support-
ive environment. 

He said that the future of Pakistan
was tied to the professional and moral
upbringing of the nation’s youth. Dr.
Alvi conferred medals upon distinc-
tion holders of the university and dis-
tributed degrees among selected PhD 
graduates.

Rector of COMSATS University
Islamabad, Prof. Dr. Sajid Qamar
while addressing the convocation said

that life-long learning skills imbibed
in our students will transform any
place they choose to start their life
journey, be it academia or profession-
al workplace. He said it was very
important that graduates commit
themselves to excellence and creative
thinking and solving local challenges.
Dr. Qamar stressed that students
familiarize themselves with emerging
technologies and integrate knowledge
gained during their degree program
with current trends of
the industry. 

In-charge Islamabad Campus
Professor Dr. Sohail Asghar while
presenting the Campus Report said
that the curriculum at CUI is crafted
to align with the industrial demands. 

He said that the focus of the
Islamabad campus is on continuous
professional development of its facul-
ty comprising over 363 PhDs. He said
that COMSIANs are ready to fit well
into the industry and indulge in entre-
preneurial roles by focusing on
emerging areas. 

He said that the Islamabad Campus

recognizes the importance of a
healthy mind towards a prosperous
society and encourages students’ par-
ticipation in leadership development,
co-curricular programs and mental
health awareness. 

Dr. Asghar said that after the cer-
emony the Graduates have become
an ever more important part of the
COMSATS’ Alumni fraternity.
COMSATS University Islamabad is
providing initiatives that support
graduates to start their own business-
es, he said. Speakers paid rich trib-
ute to parents of students receiving
degrees and medals. The second ses-
sion of the convocation was presided
over by the COMSATS University’s
Founder Rector, Dr. S. M. Junaid
Zaidi. He said that developed coun-
tries of the world focus on Industry,
Innovation, Technology and stand to
promote Higher Education to
achieve prosperity. 

CUI from its founding is commit-
ted to the cause of furthering the high-
est quality of education among talent-
ed youths of Pakistan.

President attends convocation 
of COMSATS University

Power theft crackdown

Rs4.59 bln recovered
from defaulters

HEC conducts workshop for
college faculty of ICT region

Int’l moot on Islamic
finance concludes in AIOU



16 children receive treatment

KABUL (BAN): The Afghan Red Crescent
Society (ARCS) has arranged for another group
of children suffering from heart defects to receive
treatment at two hospitals in Kabul. According to
an ARCS press release, these 16 children will
undergo treatment for their heart conditions, with
all costs covered by the charity. It’s noteworthy
that over the past 15 months, ARCS has referred
approximately 2,000 children with heart diseases
to various hospitals across the country for neces-
sary treatments and surgeries.

Police arrests 15 people

KABUL (BNA) The police have arrested 15
people on charges of robbery, illegal mining
and other crimes in the past 24 hours from the
provinces of Kandahar, Takhar, Kabul, Ghor,
Farah and Herat. The Ministry of Interior in a
statement said to Bakhtar News Agency: that
their Police personnel have arrested six peo-
ple on charges of crimes from Kandahar,
three on illegal mining along with a robber in
Takhar, two in Kabul, two in Farah and two
others in Ghor and Herat provinces.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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KABUL (Agenices): An
educational centre pro-
vides English language
instruction to university-
deprived girls and prepares
them for scholarships.

The “Girls’ Knowledge
Educational Institution”
has taken action in
response to the ban on
girls’ education in
Afghanistan and has thus
far facilitated educational
opportunities abroad for
dozens of girls.

This educational centre
is operational in Kabul,
Bamyan, and Ghazni
provinces, with over 500
students engaged in learn-
ing. Sediqa Mortazavi, the

founder of the “Girls’
Knowledge Educational
Institution,” told Khaama
Press News Agency, “After
universities closed their
doors to girls, we decided
to create a glimmer of
hope for them. We contact-
ed our colleagues in
America and other coun-
tries to secure scholarships
for girls from foreign
countries.”

While girls in
Afghanistan are barred
from schools and universi-
ties, this centre exclusively
provides English language
instruction to girls who
have been deprived of uni-
versity education to pre-

pare them for higher edu-
cation abroad. Girls study-
ing at this educational cen-
tre say that obtaining for-
eign scholarships is the
only way for them to con-
tinue their education.

Rahela Husseini, one of
the university-deprived
girls pursuing foreign
scholarships, mentions that
this centre has provided
them with an opportunity
to learn English. She adds,
“After universities closed,
we cannot just sit idly at
home. We must find a way
to continue our education
or create one.”

Sediqa Mortazavi, the
founder of this educational

institution, emphasizes
that the establishment of
this centre has been well-
received by girls, and for-
eign organizations have
appreciated their efforts.
According to Ms
Mortazavi, they have sent
dozens of students to coun-
tries such as the United
States, Italy, Bangladesh,
and Iran after passing
English language exams.

It has been approxi-
mately two years since
girls were banned from
attending schools and uni-
versities, but the Taliban
administration has not
taken any steps to reopen
educational institutions.

W A S H I N G T O N
(Pajhwok): Pajhwok
Afghan editor-in-chief
Danish Karokhel has said
the number of journalists
killed in Afghanistan is
high because their killers
were never prosecuted.

Addressing a two-day
meeting in Washington in
connection with the
International Day to End
Impunity for Crimes
against Journalists on
Thursday, Karokhel said
the Afghan journalists had
played a key role in inform-
ing the people during the
last two decades.

The event in Washington
was organized by
UNESCO, the
Organization of American
States and the US Human
Rights Commission.

Karokhel said Afghan
journalists supported dem-
ocratic institutions, fought
against corruption and held

accountable public repre-
sentatives and government
functionaries during the
past 20 years.

He said before the fall of
the republic government,
the media was among the
most trusted institutions in
Afghanistan. He said the
responsibility of the Afghan
media operating inside and
outside Afghanistan had
increased in the absence of
foreign observers.

He said the Afghan
media should present reli-
able information about
women’s rights, human
rights, refugees, displaced
people and other areas.

After the fall of Kabul in
2021, Karokhel said, half of
media outlets in
Afghanistan ceased operat-
ing and about 8,000 jour-
nalists and media workers
lost their jobs.

He said hundreds of
journalists were rendered

jobless during the last two
years due to the absence of
the international communi-
ty in Afghanistan, particu-
larly international organiza-
tions that worked for their
rights and freedom of
expression. He said finan-
cial problems of media out-
lets and journalists had
increased due to global eco-
nomic sanctions and bank-
ing sector problems in
Afghanistan.

He added systematic
restrictions had been
imposed on female jour-
nalists and their number
reduced from 2378 to less
than 500 while no female
journalists existed in 17
provinces. Karokhel said
Afghan media outlets
operating outside the
country faced problems in
collecting information. He
said diplomats should talk
to Afghan officials about
freedom of speech in

meetings.
He said facilities should

be created in sending
money to Afghanistan in
order to reduce economic
problems of the media.

“Due to these problems,
about one thousand journal-
ists and media workers
have left the country, some
are living in bad conditions
in other countries and oth-
ers are stuck in third coun-
tries”. Karokhel urged the
international community to
rescue these journalists and
transfer them to their
respective countries.

He said the Afghan
media could survive and
thrive with the support of
the international communi-
ty. He said 127 journalists,
including 20 women, had
been killed in Afghanistan
since 2001 with 90 percent
of the cases could not be
investigated due to the cul-
ture of impunity.

KABUL (Agenices): The
Norwegian Refugee
Council (NRC), the
Danish Refugee Council
(DRC), and the
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) have
expressed their deep con-
cern through a joint state-
ment regarding the situa-
tion of hundreds of
returning migrants from
Pakistan. They emphasize
that these migrants have
nowhere else to go and
need urgent attention to
their plight.

On Thursday, these

international relief organ-
izations issued a joint
statement, shedding light
on the uncertain fate of
hundreds of thousands of
returning migrants from
Pakistan. Their report
highlights the challenging
circumstances these indi-
viduals face and under-
scores the situation’s
urgency.

In their joint statement,
these organizations have
urged neighbouring coun-
tries to continue support-
ing vulnerable migrants
until sustainable, safe,

and voluntary conditions
are established for the
return of Afghans to their
homeland.

The Organization for
the Protection of Children
reports that hundreds of
Afghan children enter
Afghanistan from
Pakistan daily, lacking a
place to live and the
means to afford food.
According to their statis-
tics, more than 120,000
Afghan citizens, includ-
ing children, have
returned to the country in
the past six weeks.

The United Nations
Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) added that
Afghanistan is currently
enduring one of the worst
humanitarian crises in
recent history. This comes
as the Pakistani govern-
ment, despite internation-
al calls to prevent the
expulsion of Afghan
migrants, has expelled
hundreds of thousands of
migrants and issued warn-
ings that undocumented
migrants in the country
will be detained after a
specified deadline.

Aid Organizations report 
concerns about expelled Afghan

migrants from Pakistan

Karokhel: Afghan media problems
increased due to global sanctions

Educational Center assisting Afghan
girls in obtaining scholarships

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Karen Decker, Chargé
d'Affaires of the US
Mission to Afghanistan,
said that bringing
Americans who are
detained in Afghanistan
back home is Washington’s
priority.

Decker said on X that
her country would not hesi-
tate to make any effort to
repatriate US citizens
detained in Afghanistan.

“We will never stop
working to bring home
Americans wrongfully
detained in Afghanistan. It
is our highest priority,” she
wrote. The Islamic Emirate
has not yet made any com-
ment in this regard, but ear-
lier the Islamic Emirate’s
spokesman, Zabiullah
Mujahid, told TOLOnews
that some foreign nationals
have been detained.

Political analysts said
that the release of the for-
eign nationals would help
improve the relations
between Kabul and the
international community.

“Both of the countries

can consider the needs and
release the prisoners, so the
relations would be
improved,” said Moeen Gul
Samkanai, political analyst.

“If their [prisoners']
crime is not big, then based
on our domestic laws, they
could be pardoned, so there
will be a [way] for positive

engagement,” said Abdul
Sadiq Hamidzoi, a political
analyst. In August this
year, the US Special
Representative for
Afghanistan Thomas West
and the Special Envoy for
Afghan Women, Girls, and
Human Rights, Rina Amiri,
in a meeting with senior

Islamic Emirate represen-
tatives in Doha, discussed
the removal of restrictions
on women and girls,
including access to educa-
tion and work; release of
detainees; end to corporal
punishment, and crack-
downs on media and free-
dom of expression.

KABUL (TOLOnews): A
number of businessmen
once again called on the
Islamic Emirate to put pres-
sure on Pakistan to solve
the problem of their goods
being held in Karachi.

More than 4,000 con-
tainers of transit items in
the port of Karachi have
been illegally stopped by
the Pakistani government,
they said.

"More than 4,000 contain-
ers are stopped, and I think
three containers of my own
are now in the same place,
and there are a few other
containers that were on the
way when we returned them

to China," Zalmai Sarwari
told TOLOnews. The
Chamber of Commerce and
Investment (ACCI) said that
Pakistan is trying to defeat
the Afghan economy by
imposing illegal restrictions
on goods of merchants.

"Unfortunately, this
unresolved problem is
increasing day by day, we
are going to have to pay $1
million a day, and the situa-
tion is that they want to hit
Afghanistan economically,"
said Khan Jan Alokozai,
head of the Afghanistan-
Pakistan Joint Chamber of
Commerce. At the same
time, a number of drivers in

Islam Qala port and
Dogharon of Iran have
stopped their vehicles
because of the high cost of
transportation.

"We drivers in Herat
province were forced to go
on strike so that they don't
take turns with us, not
reduce the costs inside of
Iran, and to not solve the
problem of the small mar-
kets," a Driver said.

The head of Faryab's
Chamber of Commerce and
Investment in Aqina port
called for equal time-shar-
ing for cars in neighboring
countries and Afghanistan
as the solution to this chal-

lenge. "In a month, distrib-
ute 1,000 foreign vehicles
[transit permits] to 1,000
foreign vehicles and reach
an agreement with Iran and
Turkmenistan to allow
1,000 of our vehicles to
enter," said Abdul Majid
Niazi, head of the
Andkhoy-Faryab Chamber
of Commerce and
Investment. The challenges
of stopping Afghan mer-
chants' containers in
Karachi port and problems
with drivers in Iran's
Chabahar port come as
Afghanistan conducts the
most trade with Pakistan
and Iran.

KABUL (TOLO news):
Acting Defense Minister,
Mawlawi Mohammad
Yaqoob Mujahid, criti-
cized the treatment of
Pakistan’s caretaker gov-
ernment towards the
Afghan refugees, saying

that the decision to expel
Afghans had been taken
unilaterally and that
Pakistan should consider
the consequences of such
actions.

In an audio clip,
Mujahid called on the

regime in Pakistan to not
“be cruel to the Afghans,
not seize their personal
property and assets.”

“They cannot do it by
any law or rule. Such
actions will be ques-
tioned,” he said. “We will

attempt with all our capac-
ity to prevent it and will
not allow anyone to seize
and steal the personal
property of our Afghan
brothers.”

He also urged the inter-
national community, UN
and other organizations to
press Pakistan to end “the
current situation towards
the refugees.”

“Even though it sends
the refugees to their coun-
try, they [refugees] should
be sent to the country with
dignity and return to their
homeland,” he said.

Yaqoob warned that the
ongoing situation is
severely damaging the
relations between
Afghanistan and Pakistan.
“So, the Pakistani regime
should think of the conse-
quences of whatever it is
doing. It should plant as
much as it will be able to
reap,” he stated.

He also called the deci-
sion of Pakistan regarding
the Afghan refugees was
unilateral, saying that “we
do not accept at all.”

Acting Defense Minister
warns Pakistan against

‘cruel’ treatment of Afghans

Americans detained in Afghanistan
‘highest priority’: Decker

Traders call for release of
Afghan goods held in Karachi
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ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan Mr. Justice Qazi Faez Isa administering the oath of office of
Mr. Justice Irfan Saadat Khan, Acting Chief Justice of High Court of Singh as judge of Supreme Court.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Asad Qaiser has been arrest-
ed from his residence in
Islamabad's Bani Gala area,
the former National
Assembly speaker's brother
said on Friday.

Sources said that Qaiser
— who is a staunch support-
er of PTI Chairman Imran
Khan — was taken into cus-
tody by police and Anti-
Corruption Establishment
(ACE) personnel for alleged

corrupt practices related to
purchase of medical equip-
ment for Gajju Khan Medical
College in Swabi. Sources
said that Qaiser is being shift-
ed to Bani Gala Police Stat-
ion, where he will be handed
over to the ACE officials.

They said that the PTI
stalwart faces allegations of
illegal appointments in the
educational institutions.
Qaiser's arrest comes as
another setback for the Khan-
led party, which is already
embroiled in legal battles as
its top leadership remains

behind bars in different cases.
It may be noted that Qaiser
led a PTI delegation in a
meeting with Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam-Fazl's (JUI-F)
Maulana Fazlur Rehman at
his residence last month. 

"Today, we came to offer
our condolences [over the
demise of Fazl's mother-in-
law], this is our culture. We
did not discuss politics in the
meeting," said Qaiser while
speaking to the media after
the meeting, which he said
had taken place after
approval from Khan.

PTI’s Asad Qaiser arrested

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In a special
meeting of thecaretaker cab-
inet of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, chaired by
Chief Minister Muhammad
Azam Khan on Friday, vari-
ous issues concerning the
evacuation of illegally resid-
ing foreigners were meticu-
lously assessed. Caretaker
cabinet members, Chief
Secretary Nadeem Aslam
Chaudhry, Additional Chief
Secretary for Interior Abid
Majeed, along with relevant
administrative secretaries
and officials, attended the
meeting.

The meeting received a
briefing on the arrange-
ments made for the repatria-
tion of illegal immigrants
and associated matters.
Caretaker Chief Minister
Muhammad Azam Khan
expressed his contentment
with the administration's
efforts in facilitating the
return of illegal immigrants
to their home countries and
the amenities offered in the
holding centres. He com-
mended the roles played by
various departments and
institutions, including dis-
trict administration and
police, in providing facili-

ties and accommodations
for the returning migrants.

The Chief Minister
directed that voluntarily
returning illegal immigrants
be treated with the utmost
humanity, ensuring special
care during their repatria-
tion, and respecting the
province's traditions and
values. Emphasizing the
importance of transparency
in all expenses related to the
foreign evacuation process,
he called for maintaining a
detailed record of both regu-
lar and emergency expens-
es. He stressed strict adher-
ence to rules and regulations
governing these expenses
and the development of
mechanisms to ensure trans-
parency.

During a press confer-
ence regarding the cabinet
meeting's decisions,
Caretaker Minister of
Information and Public
Relations, Barrister Feroze
Jamal Kakakhel, highlight-
ed the need for an orderly
and respectful approach to
the return of illegal resi-
dents, in line with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's traditions.
He mentioned exemptions
for women and children
from biometric require-
ments, facilities at transit

points, and the influx of ille-
gal residents from other
provinces into Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, leading to
increased responsibilities
for the province. An emer-
gency has been declared in
Nowshera, Peshawar, and
Khyber districts to improve
management.

Kakakhel revealed that
the caretaker cabinet
approved the release of
emergency funds for the
relief department, with an
estimated expenditure of
one billion rupees. The fed-
eral caretaker government
has been contacted for
immediate provision. He
noted that the federal gov-
ernment will work with
provincial governments to
share expenses because this
issue extends beyond
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
affect all provinces.

Providing statistics,
Kakakhel mentioned that
approximately 150,000 ille-
gal individuals have volun-
tarily returned, and the
deportation process is ongo-
ing alongside voluntary
returns. The caretaker
provincial information min-
ister emphasized the
encouragement of voluntary
returns.

KP Cabinet reviews
evacuation of Afghans

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi on Friday urged
official media to join hands
with private media houses
to create awareness about
negative impacts of climate
change.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony of establishment
of climate change desk at
PTV, he said today the first
step had been taken by PTV
management for which it
deserved appreciation.

Lauding the PTV man-
agement for acting swiftly,
he said that that the climate
change desk has been
established and connected
with regional stations and
dedicated reporters have
been appointed. The minis-
ter urged the private media
to adopt this model on cov-
erage of climate change
issues.

The minister issued
directives to Ministries of
Climate Change and Infor-
mation and Broadcasting to
work together on this front.
He said that Information
Service Academy should
start providing training to
reporters, researchers on
this subject.

Murtaza Solangi also
called for mobilization of
social media and other dig-
ital platforms in fight
against climate change. He
said that the journalists
working in climate change

desk should visit the
regions affected by climate
change and meet the local
people. He proposed that
media persons should also
engage parents, teachers
and experts in different
fields as entire society has
to be mobilized regarding
climate change.

The minister said that
climate change was a big
threat for the planet earth
establishment of Climate
Change Desk in PTV was a
great step in the right direc-
tion. Pakistan Television
should telecast special pro-
grammes and documen-
taries about the disastrous
impacts of climate change.

Murtaza Solangi said
that general elections will
be held in February next
year and the caretaker gov-
ernment had no favourite
party in the electoral race.
He said it was responsibili-
ty of the Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting to ensure that
all registered political par-
ties were given coverage
without any discrimination
on official media.
According to the spirit of
the constitution, the elected
representatives have the
prerogative to run the
affairs of country, Murtaza
Solangi remarked.

The caretaker govern-
ment, he added, was fully
committed for holding free
and transparent elections in
the country. Secretary
Information and

Broadcasting and MD PTV
Zahoor Ahmed in his
speech said that climate
change and disaster report-
ing were specialised fields.
He said that the PTV would
provide training to its staff
deputed on climate change
in collaboration with
Ministry of Climate
Change and development
partners. He said that cli-
mate change reporting was
a day to day activity and it
was vital to work on disas-
ter preparedness. He said
that in the nations having
better preparedness, loss of
life in natural disasters was
minimised whereas in
Pakistan countless precious
lives were lost due to lack
of preparedness and weak
early warning system. He
assured the minister that
the PTV would work on
reorientation of its news
system and attach priority
to climate change related
news.

Earlier the minister cut
the ribbon to formally inau-
gurate the Climate Change
Desk in the PTV. The desk
has been established for
extensive coverage of news
about environmental issues
and highlight its negative
impacts. Besides Secretary
Information and
Broadcasting Zahoor
Ahmed and Secretary
Ministry of Climate
Change Syed Asif Hyder
Shah, senior officers from
the ministry and PTV
attended the ceremony.

Climate change big threat
for planet earth: Solangi

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Chairman Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
announced his party's clear victory in
the upcoming general elections, saying,
"InshaAllah Ta'ala, Agli Baari Pakistan
People's Party (God willing, the next
government will be of the Pakistan
People's Party)."

According to the press release issued
by Media Cell Bilawal House, the PPP
Chairman, while speaking to the media
after inaugurating the Free Diagnostic
Laboratory under JDC Foundation, said
that it is a great achievement that the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
has officially announced that the gener-
al elections will be held on February 8.
He said that it would have been better if
the Election Commission itself had
given the date for the general elections,
and the Supreme Court would not have
had to interfere. "Well, whatever hap-
pened, it's done now, the elections
should be held on February 8," he
urged.

Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said
that all political parties should get a level
playing field in the general elections,
adding that PPP has not been given a
level playing field in any of the past elec-
tions. "Even during the elections of 1988
and 2008, PPP did not have a level play-
ing field, but despite this, PPP secured its
mandate and formed governments," he
pointed out.

Chairman PPP said that PTI was
founded on such grounds that no other
party, except PTI, should have a level
playing field in the election. "If they
(PTI) are facing somewhat difficulties
in an election now, 'Welcome to the
Club'," he added. In response to a ques-
tion, he said that PPP has not yet taken
any decision regarding alliance with
PTI. "I think that all the political parties
of the country should come to the
Charter of Democracy (CoD), and if PTI
also recognizes the CoD, it will be a
good development," he added.

In response to a question about the
deportation of refugees, Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said that no
party can support any illegal act, but
questions are being raised about the

manner in which measures are being
taken against refugees. "Pakistan
People's Party has always had a strong
stand on human rights." he said and
demanded that the law must be imple-
mented, but human rights must be taken
care of.

In response to a question regarding
the situation in Gaza, the PPP Chairman
said that the Presidents and Prime
Ministers of different countries are
silent at the moment, but the people,
from East to West, of those countries are
not, adding: "The people of these coun-
tries, especially the youth, are sending a
message to their respective govern-
ments that they should stand with the
oppressed people of Palestine." He said
that this is happening for the first time
in history that we are seeing genocide
on social media. 

"Now the world has an obligation to
stop the brutality with which interna-
tional law is being violated in Gaza,
and the way children are being killed
there, which is genocide," demanded
Pakistan's former foreign minister.
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said
that it is important to have play-
grounds and public places for the peo-
ple, especially the youth, so that they
can participate in healthy activities.
"The former provincial government of
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) intro-
duced People's Squares in Karachi for
the same purpose," he said, adding
that after winning the next election,
the upcoming PPP government will
establish People's Squares and a
sports field in every district of
Karachi.

On this occasion, various leaders of
the party, including former Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah and PPP Sindh
General Secretary Senator Waqar
Mehdi, were also accompanied with the
party chairman.

Meanwhile, Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari arrived to inaugurate the
diagnostic laboratory and was wel-
comed by JDC Foundation Pakistan
General Secretary Zafar Abbas. Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari inaugurated the JDC
Free Laboratory. He also appreciated
the services of JDC Foundation during
the Covid-19 pandemic and floods.

PPP to win next
elections: Bilawal

As American officials
have before, Blinken
pledged unwavering sup-
port for Israel and its right
to defend itself.

“We stand strongly for
the proposition that Israel
has not only the right but
the obligation to defend
itself, and to make sure that
October 7 should never
happen again,” said
Blinken, who also plans to
visit Amman, Jordan. It fol-
lows President Joe Biden’s
suggestion for a humanitar-
ian “pause” in the fighting.
The aim would be to let in
aid for Palestinians and let
out more Palestinians who
hold foreign passports and
wounded. Around 800 peo-
ple left Gaza over the past
two days — the first time
people departed the
besieged territory other
than four hostages released
by Hamas and another res-
cued by Israeli forces.

Blinken first held talks
with Netanyahu behind
closed doors before starting
wider discussions with the
leader and his War Cabinet
and meeting with President
Isaac Herzog. More than
3,700 Palestinian children
have been killed in 25 days
of fighting, according to the
Health Ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza. Bombardment
has driven more than half
the territory’s 2.3 million
people from their homes.
Food, water and fuel are
running low under Israel’s
siege, and overwhelmed
hospitals warn they are on
the verge of collapse.

Israel has allowed more
than 260 trucks carrying

food and medicine into
Gaza, but aid workers say
it’s not nearly enough.
Israeli authorities have
refused to allow fuel in,
saying Hamas is hoarding
fuel for military use and
would steal new supplies.
White House national secu-
rity spokesman John Kirby
said the US was not advo-
cating for a general cease-
fire but a “temporary, local-
ized” pause.

Israel has not openly
responded to Biden’s sug-
gestion. But Netanyahu,
who has previously ruled
out a cease-fire, said
Thursday: “We are advanc-
ing. … Nothing will stop
us.” He vowed to destroy
Hamas rule in the Gaza
Strip. Israel and the US
seem to have no clear plan
for what would come next
if Hamas rule in Gaza is
brought down — a key
question on Blinken’s agen-
da during the visit, accord-
ing to the State Department.

Meanwhile, military offi-
cials said Israeli forces have
now completely encircled
Gaza City, a densely packed
cluster of neighborhoods
that Israel says is the center
of Hamas military infra-
structure and includes a vast
network of underground
tunnels, bunkers and com-
mand centers. Israeli forces
are “fighting in a built-up,
dense, complex area,” said
the military’s chief of staff,
Herzi Halevy.

Hagari, the military
spokesperson, said Israeli
forces were in “face to
face” battles with militants,
calling in airstrikes and
shelling when needed. He
said they were inflicting

heavy losses on Hamas
fighters and destroying
their infrastructure with
engineering equipment.
Hamas’ military wing said
early Friday that its fighters
battled Israeli troops in sev-
eral areas in Gaza and
claimed they killed four
soldiers on the northern
edge of the city of Beit
Lahiya. It also claimed to
have destroyed several
tanks with locally made
anti-tank rockets.

Neither the reports from
Israel nor Hamas could be
independently verified.
Casualties on both sides
were expected to rise as
Israeli troops advance
toward the dense residential
neighborhoods of Gaza
City. Israel has warned res-
idents to immediately evac-
uate the Shati refugee
camp, which borders Gaza
City’s center.

But hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians
remain in the path of fight-
ing in northern Gaza,
despite Israel’s repeated
calls for them to flee. Many
have crowded into UN
facilities, hoping for safety.
Still, four UN schools-
turned-shelter in northern
Gaza and Bureij were hit in
recent days, killing 24 peo-
ple, according to Philippe
Lazzarini, general-secre-
tary of the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees,
known as UNRWA. In the
occupied West Bank
overnight, Israeli forces
killed seven Palestinians in
different places and arrest-
ed many more, according to
the Israeli military and
Palestinian health officials.
— Arab News

Netanyahu rules out Gaza cease-fire

It said that a prime min-
ister was removed by a no-
confidence motion in the
recent past. “The
Constitution is clear that
the majority of the mem-
bers of the assembly can
pass the motion of no confi-
dence.” The order men-
tioned that a political crisis
arose in the country after
the no-confidence motion
after which the SC took its
notice. “The president dis-
solved the National
Assembly after the no trust
was tabled, which was an
unconstitutional act,” the
order read, highlighting
that the president cannot do
so on the instructions of the
prime minister.

“People cannot be kept
away from elected repre-
sentatives,” the order men-
tioned. The court stated:
“Dissolving the assembly
unconstitutionally falls
under the category of trea-
son. Constitutional institu-
tions can make important
decisions only in the inter-
est of the people.” It
expressed hope that all con-
stitutional institutions will
show prudence in the
future.

The order mentioned
that the president did not

have the power to dissolve
the assembly but he did,
while he did not exercise
his power to appoint a date
for election. Furthermore,
the chief justice asked the
ECP counsel if the electoral
authority had issued an
election programme. “The
election programme will be
announced after the delimi-
tation of constituencies is
done,” the lawyer replied.

He added that the delim-
itation process will be com-
pleted on November 30,
while the programme will
be announced in the first
week of December. The
date of the election sched-
ule should be issued for
people to stay updated, the
chief justice said. During
the hearing on Friday,
which was held in two
phases, the chief justice
asked the Attorney-General
for Pakistan, Mansoor
Usman Awan, to get the
president's signature on the
minutes of the meeting held
with CEC Raja, as the min-
utes he filed earlier did not
bear the president's signa-
ture.

Awan, following the
temporary adjournment of
the hearing, filed the signed
meeting minutes at the
court along with three
copies as well. The

Supreme Court, however,
kept the original signed
meeting minutes. The CJP
had earlier said that the
court didn't want any kind
of suspicion in the matter,
as it did not receive any-
thing from the President
House. The chief justice
insisted that the court does-
n't want to leave any "grey
area" and there shouldn't be
any "ambiguity" in this
regard.

"Tomorrow, no party
should say that they were
not involved in the consul-
tation process. If anyone
wants to come from the
President House, we will
welcome him," the chief
justice said. On Thursday,
CJP Isa ordered the ECP to
consult President Alvi on
the matter of finalising the
election date and inform the
court.

Following the SC’s
directives, CEC Sikandar
Sultan Raja called on the
president and unanimously
agreed to hold general elec-
tions in the country on
February 8, 2024. It should
be noted that the pleas per-
taining to the timely con-
duct of polls were filed by
the Supreme Court Bar
Association, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and
others.

SC orders govt

Arrest 
warrant of 

ex-Secy issued
Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Acco-
untability Court Peshawar
Judge Gohar-ur-Rehman
issued non-bailable arrest
warrant of former Secretary
Worker Welfare Board
Muhammad Tariq Awan in
eights references regarding
assets beyond known
resources, on Friday.

Accountability Court
Peshawar issued non-bail-
able arrest warrant due to
absentia from hearing. The
court also ordered to produce
former Secretary Worker
Welfare Board before
accountability court on 23rd
November.

It is worthy to mention
that eight different references
are under proceeding against
former Secretary Worker
Welfare Board for malprac-
tices during services and
holding assets beyond
resources.

Meanwhile, the students
of 10th semester at Frontier
Law College visited Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Judicial
Academy along with faculty.
Director General Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Judicial
Academy Muhammad
Shoaib briefed the partici-
pants and administration of
the academy. He appreciated
college’s administration for
organizing exposure visits
for students which will be
beneficial in grooming.

The delegation visited dif-
ferent sections of and aware
about facilities in judicial
academy. Director Frontier
Law College Akhtar Ali
Khan Naqi paid thanks to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Judicial Academy Director
General for provision of
facility to the students.

Justice Irfan
takes oath as
judge of SC

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Justice Irfan Saadat Khan,
Acting Chief Justice of the
Sindh High Court on
Friday took oath as judge
of the Supreme Court of
Pakistan. Chief Justice of
Pakistan, Justice Qazi Faiz
Isa administered oath of the
office to Justice Irfan
Saadat Khan during a sim-
ple and dignified ceremony
held at Supreme Court.

Attorney General for
Pakistan, representatives of
the Federal Judicial
Academy, Law and Justice
Commission of Pakistan,
Pakistan Bar Council,
Supreme Court Bar
Association along with
Senior Advocates,
Advocates, Advocates on
Record and officers and
staff of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan attended the
ceremony. Registrar
Supreme Court of Pakistan,
Ms. Jazeela Aslam con-
ducted the proceedings of
oath taking ceremony.

Public 
holiday on
Iqbal Day

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The gov-
ernment to mark the 146th
birth anniversary of nation-
al poet Allama Muhammad
Iqbal with zeal and fervour
has announced public holi-
day on November 09.
Cabinet division on Friday
issued a notification in this.

Allama Muhammad
Iqbal was born in Sialkot
on Nov 9, 1877 and got
fame as the "Poet of the
East" worldwide. Besides a
great poet, he was also
philosopher and thinker of
the 20th century, recog-
nized internationally.

Dar complaints
party ‘denied’
level playing

field
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Former rul-
ing party Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N),
which has been facing
accusations of being given
preferential treatment by
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) and Pakistan
Peoples Party, claimed that
it was denied a level play-
ing field in the past.

Addressing the Senate
session on Friday, Leader
of the House Ishaq Dar
said: “We were not given
level playing field.” He
said that PML-N issued a
“white paper” on massive
rigging during the 2018
elections. 

Dar said there should be
a level playing field for all,
stressing that credible elec-
tions are important for the
country. He said we then
should also have the mag-
nanimity to accept the elec-
tion results with open
hearts. The former finance
minister emphasised the
importance of free, fair, and
transparent elections to
take forward the country.

“Constitution says that
elections should be held
within 90 days [after the
dissolution of an assembly]
but [we] should look into
other clauses of the
Constitution too.” The
PML-N leader said that the
demand for holding polls
within 90 days was “uncon-
stitutional” after the
approval of the census.  

Lamenting the relief
granted to the PML-N
leader, the incarcerated PTI
chief said: “The only way a
convicted criminal could be
allowed to return to politics
with a clean chit is by
destroying State institu-
tions. And hence, what we
are witnessing is a com-
plete collapse of our justice
system.” He slammed the
“complete collapse of our
justice system” and termed
the PML-N supremo’s
return to the country as the
execution of London
“agreement”.

Siraj calls
for setup of
Pak-Afghan
commission

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Ammer
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), Sirajul
Haq has proposed the estab-
lishment of a Pak-Afghan
commission aimed at for-
mulating a viable plan for
the repatriation of Afghan
refugees to their home coun-
try. 

Address a gathering here
on Friday, he warned against
the propagation of propa-
ganda and conspiracies by
adversaries of both nations
regarding the refugee issue.
Sirajul Haq welcomed the
Election Commission's elec-
tion schedule, which was
released following a meet-
ing with the president and in
compliance with the direc-
tives of the Supreme Court. 

He emphasized that both
the parliament and the top
court should issue clear
guidelines for the execution
of all future elections, strict-
ly adhering to the timeline
stipulated in the constitu-
tion. Expressing the desire
for the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) to operate
independently in both
administrative and financial
realms, he underscored the
need for the commission to
ensure that every contestant
adheres strictly to the elec-
tion code of conduct.

The JI chief demanded
the rulers of Muslim world
make practical step to save
Gaza from Israeli atrocities.
“Are you (Muslim rulers)
waiting for the complete
destruction of Gaza and
genocide of Palestinians?”
He said the approval of the
14.5-billion-dollar aid by the
US House of
Representatives to Israeli
was tantamount to issuing
killing license to Zionist
regime. He said the US has
history of backing aggressor
and by attacking Japan,
Vietnam, Iraq and
Afghanistan, it killed thou-
sands of civilians.  

He stressed that history
would never absolve them if
the rulers of the Muslim
world remain passive in the
face of the unjust killings of
innocent Palestinians. Siraj
lamented that the Pakistani
rulers had failed to advocate
for the Palestinian cause in
line with the desires of the
nation. 

He said the ruling parties
were directly responsible for
the plight of people. The
past rulers, he added,
destroyed economy and bur-
dened the country with
heavy debts. He said the JI
was the only political party
which has the ability to put
the country on track, appeal-
ing the people to vote for the
JI in the upcoming polls.
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