Nawaz leaves for Islamabad
F.P. Report

LAHORE: PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif left for Islamabad on Saturday
to meet the party leaders. Sources
divulged that Nawaz Sharif will meet
the PML-N leaders to discuss the mat-
ters in line with the country’s political
situation. Nawaz Sharif is also expect-
ed to discuss the strategy in connection
with the election campaign with the
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PTI to

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) took a major
blow on Saturday after the Supreme
Court annulled the Peshawar High
Court’s (PHC) January 10 order,
depriving the former ruling party of
its 'iconic' electoral symbol — bat —
just days ahead of the general elec-
tions.

A three-member bench — headed
by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa and comprising Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Justice
Musarrat Hilali — announced the
verdict after a day-long hearing.

The apex court's unanimous ver-
dict came after hours of wait as Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa-led three-member bench decided
to uphold the Election Commission
of Pakistan's (ECP) plea. The election
governing body had assailed the PHC
verdict declaring the commission’s
order “illegal, without any lawful
authority and of no legal effect”.

The contention started with the
December 22, 2023, decision of the
election commission, barring the PTI
party from keeping its electoral sym-
bol for the upcoming February 8 elec-
tions, citing irregularities in their
internal polls that did not comply
with the party's own constitution and
election laws.

This prompted the Imran Khan-led
party to challenge the revocation of
their symbol in the PHC. A single-
member judge granted temporary
relief, reinstated the bat symbol, and
referred the case to a larger bench for
a hearing on January 9.

Then, on December 30, the polling
body challenged the PHC’s jurisdic-
tion over the matter. However, in a
dramatic turn of events, the PHC
reversed its earlier decision and
upheld the ECP’s order. Facing the
prospect of losing its iconic cricket
bat symbol for the upcoming elec-
tions, the PTI took its fight to the
highest court in the land — the
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run elections
sans ‘bat’ symbol

Supreme Court annuls Peshawar High Court order

Supreme Court. However, in a strate-
gic move, they later withdrew their
appeal, hoping for a favourable out-
come from the PHC. And the PTI did
get what it wanted with PHC's nullifi-
cation of the ECP decision, but not
for long as today's verdict took away
the much-sought-after electoral sym-
bol.

At the outset of the hearing, CJP
Isa said that the detailed order of the
PHC restoring the PTI’s symbol has
been issued, at which the party coun-
sel termed it an “excellent decision”.
Hamid then came to the rostrum, not-
ing that today was the last day to sub-
mit the party tickets to the ECP so he
would try to wrap up his arguments
soon. “We also have less time as we
also have to write the order,” the chief
justice said indicating that the court
would announce its verdict today.

Here, Justice Mazhar noted that
there were two questions: whether the
court had jurisdiction or not and
whether the ECP has the authority to
investigate intra-party polls. Zafar
then argued that neither the
Constitution nor the Elections Act
2017 granted the electoral watchdog
the right to review a party’s intra-
party elections.

Citing Article 17 of the
Constitution, he asserted that contest-
ing the elections with an electoral
symbol was among a political party’s
rights and that depriving a party of
the same would be in violation of the
Constitution. “The election commis-
sion has discriminated against the
PTI. The ECP has apparently been
mala fide by taking away the ‘bat’
symbol,” he alleged, contending that
the watchdog was “not a court that
could grant the right to a fair trial”.

Zafar claimed that none of the PTI
members had challenged the intra-
party polls, asserting that they were
held according to the PTI’s constitu-
tion. He highlighted that the ECP had
given 20 days to hold the intra-party
elections, which the PTI complied
with due to the fear of the party being

“excluded from the elections”. The
PTI lawyer said his basic argument
was that those challenging the intra-
party polls were not party members.
He added that the PTI had responded
in writing to the ECP’s 32 questions,
following which it set aside the intra-
party elections.

Zafar contended that the election
commission had not mentioned “any
irregularity” in its Dec 22 order but
said that the “reasons given were
strange”. He said that the ECP had
said it would not accept the intra-
party polls as the appointment of the
party CEC was not done correctly.
However, he added, that a day ago the
ECP counsel had raised technical
objections and talked about “democ-
racy within the party”.

Here, CJP Isa, reiterating his
remarks from yesterday, noted,
“There should be democracy within
political parties as well as within the
country. The basic question is of
democracy, not of complete imple-
mentation of the party constitution.”
“It should at least be seen that [intra-
party] elections were conducted,” he
said, adding that Akbar S. Babar was
also a party member “even if dis-
liked” by the party.

At one point during the hearing,
Justice Isa told the PTI counsel to
either “give the whole context” for its
allegations of mala fide against the
ECP or “keep it (the arguments)
legal”. “Did we appoint them? You
all appoint these people. We don’t
appoint them,” he remarked, adding
that the apex court could “force” the
commission to perform its duties but
“not take on their responsibilities”.
The CJP told the PTI counsel:
“Substantiate if you are taking the
angle of mala fide.”

“If they’re mala fide then we look
at them with very suspect eyes or
you take away this allegation. I am
not saying ‘take it away’. It’s your
call,” he added. At this, Hamid said
he would keep his arguments non-
political.

PTI Chairman
Gohar Khan’s
Jamily attacked

F.P. Report

Gaza ministry says dozens
killed 1n Israel strikes

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Barrister Gohar
Khan Saturday claimed his
family was attacked as he
was present in the Supreme
Court.

The PTI chief immedi-
ately left the Supreme Court
premises after getting the
update during the hearing of
the Election Commission of
Pakistan's (ECP) plea chal-
lenging the Peshawar High
Court's (PHC) verdict
favouring the PTI in bat
symbol and intra-party polls
case. In conversation with
his colleague and party
member Barrister Ali Zafar,
the PTI chief said his sons
and nephews have been
beaten up. "The news has
just come from home.
People came in four double
cabins and took the comput-
er," he said.

GAZA (AFP): Health offi-
cials in Hamas-ruled Gaza
said Saturday that Israeli
strikes killed at least 60
people in the besieged ter-
ritory, 99 days into the
war.

Fears of the conflict
widening intensified after
US and British forces
struck pro-Hamas Houthi
rebels in Yemen following
attacks on Red Sea ship-
ping, with the US military
announcing a fresh air
strike on Saturday, a day
after the initial barrage.

Witnesses in the Gaza
Strip reported early-morn-
ing Israeli bombardment.
An AFP correspondent
said intense shelling and
air strikes hit the south of
Gaza overnight. Nimma
Al-Akhras, 80, described
the strike that destroyed
her home. “It was very

powerful,” she said. “We
started to scream and I
couldn’t move but some-
one pulled me out and put
me on a cart.”

The Israeli army said its
forces had struck dozens
of rocket launchers that
were “ready to be used” in
central Gaza, and elimi-
nated four “terrorists” in
air strikes on Khan Yunis,
Gaza’s main southern city.
The military also reported
that its engineers had
destroyed a Hamas “com-
mand center” and weapons
found there, after a raid in
central Gaza. Health min-
istry spokesman Ashraf
Al-Qudra reported “more
than 60 martyrs” in Israeli
air strikes and artillery fire
overnight, with dozens
more wounded.

Israel’s relentless bom-
bardment of Gaza since

Hamas’s October 7 attack
has killed at least 23,843
people, mostly women and
children, according to the
latest ministry toll. The
war, in which Israel has
vowed to destroy Hamas,
began when the militants
launched their unprece-
dented attack that resulted
in about 1,140 deaths in
Israel, mostly civilians,
according to an AFP tally
based on official figures.
At Rafah’s Al-Najjar hos-
pital, mourners gathered
and prayed around the
bodies of slain relatives.
One man stroked the body
of a child, wrapped up like
a white parcel. He kissed
it, then placed it gently
among others. Another
man, Bassem Araf, held up
a photo of another child.
“She died hungry with
bread in her hand.
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Three Covid cases detected

KARACHI (INP): The authorities in
Karachi have detected the JN.1 Covid-19
variant in three more air passengers com-
ing from abroad. The rapid antigen tests
of three out of several air travelers con-
ducted at Karachi’s Jinnah International
Airport have come back positive. The
three passengers found positive of JN.1
variant, currently a cause of concern in
several countries, belonged to Balo-
chistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

www.thefrontierpost.com

Five soldiers
embraced

Shahadat

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: During an
operation conducted by the
security forces in general
area Buleda, Kech District,
terrorists  exploded an
Improvised Explosive
Device on a security forces'
vehicle, which was fol-
lowed by an intense fire
exchange.

Own troops immediately
responded and effectively
engaged the terrorists' loca-
tion, as a result of which
three terrorists were sent to
hell.

However, during the
operation, five brave sol-
diers, having fought gal-
lantly, sacrificed their lives
and embraced Shahadat.
The Shuhada include;
Sepoy Tipu Razzaq (age: 23
years, resident of District
Sahiwal), Sepoy Sunny
Shaukat (age: 24 years, res-
ident of District Karachi),
Sepoy Shafi Ullah (age: 23
years, resident of District
Lasbela), Lance Naik Tariq
Ali (age: 25 years, resident
of District Orakzai) and
Sepoy Muhammad Tariq
Khan (age: 25 years, resi-
dent of District Mianwali).

Sanitization operation is
being carried out to elimi-
nate any other terrorists
found in the area. Security
Forces of Pakistan, in step
with the Nation, remain
determined to  thwart
attempts of sabotaging
peace, stability and
progress of Balochistan,
and such sacrifices of our
brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve.

Meanwhile, Four terror-
ists were sent to hell by
security forces in two

seperate  operations  in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province.

An intelligence based
operation was conducted in
general area Mir Ali, North
Waziristan district. During
the conduct of operation,
after an intense exchange of
fire, HVT Terrorist Comd
Tabassum @ Qadarman
along with Terrorist Sajid
@Sarkandi, were sent to
hell by the security forces.

US launches new
missile strike on Sana

RIYADH: US forces conducted a fresh
strike against a Houthi radar site in Yemen,
the American military and the Iran-backed
militia's official media both announced on
Saturday. In a statement, the US Central
Command (CENTCOM) said the strike
targeted the radar site to degrade the mili-
tia’s ability to attack maritime vessels.
“This strike was conducted by the USS
Carney (DDG 64) using Tomahawk Land
Attack Missiles and was a follow-on
action on a specific military target associ-
ated with strikes taken on Jan. 12 designed
to degrade the Houthi’s ability to attack
maritime vessels, including commercial
vessels,” the CENTCOM said in a state-
ment on X, formerly Twitter.

The latest strike occurred early on
Saturday local time in Yemen. The Houthi
movement’s television channel Al-
Masirah also reported that the strike tar-
geted the Al-Dailami base in Sana'a,
Yemen's rebel-held capital. "The
American-British enemy is targeting the
capital, Sana'a, with a number of raids,"
Al-Masirah TV posted on X, formerly
Twitter, citing its correspondent in Sanaa.
“The American-British aggression target-
ed the Al-Dailami base in the capital,
Sanaa,” it added.

An official of Yemen’s Houthi group
Ansarullah said on Saturday that there
were no injuries in US latest strike against
Houthi forces in Sanaa, and vowed a
“strong and effective” response. “There
were no injuries, no material nor human
losses,” Nasruldeen Amer told Al Jazeera.
The fresh strike came a day after US and
British warplanes, ships and submarines
launched dozens of air strikes across
Yemen overnight in retaliation against
Houthi forces for months of attacks on
Red Sea shipping. Even as Houthi leaders
swore retaliation, US President Joe Biden
warned earlier on Friday that he could
order more strikes if they do not stop their
attacks on merchant and military vessels in
one of the world’s most economically vital
waterways. “We will make sure that we
respond to the Houthis if they continue
this outrageous behavior,” Biden told
reporters during a stop in Pennsylvania on
Friday.

Witnesses confirmed explosions early
on Friday, Yemen time, at military bases
near airports in the capital Sanaa and
Yemen’s third city Taiz, a naval base at
Yemen’s main Red Sea port Hodeidah and
military sites in the coastal Hajjah gover-
norate. White House spokesperson John
Kirby said the strikes had targeted the
Houthis’ ability to store, launch and guide
missiles or drones, which the group has
used in recent months to threaten Red Sea

shipping.

The Pentagon said the US-British
assault reduced the Houthis’ capacity to
launch fresh attacks. The US military said
60 targets in 28 sites were hit. The
Houthis, who have controlled most of
Yemen for nearly a decade, said five fight-
ers were killed, but they vowed to contin-
ue their attacks on regional shipping. The
UK Maritime Trade Operations informa-
tion hub said it had received reports of a
missile landing in the sea around 500
meters (1,600 feet) from a ship about 90
nautical miles southeast of the Yemeni
port of Aden.

The shipping security firm Ambrey
identified it as a Panama-flagged tanker
carrying Russian oil. Drone footage on the
Houthis’ Al-Masirah TV showed hundreds
of thousands of people in Sanaa chanting
slogans denouncing Israel and the United
States. “Your strikes on Yemen are terror-
ism,” said Mohammed Ali Al-Houthi, a
member of the Houthi Supreme Political
Council. “The United States is the Devil.”
Biden, whose administration removed the
Houthis from a State Department list of
“foreign terrorist organizations” in 2021,
was asked by reporters if he felt the term
“terrorist” described the movement now.
“I think they are,” he said.

The Red Sea crisis is part of the violent
regional spillover of Israel’s war with
Hamas, an Iran-backed Islamist group, in
the Palestinian enclave of Gaza. Hamas
militants rampaged through southern
Israel on Oct. 7, killing 1,200 people and
seizing 240 hostages. Israel has responded
by laying waste to large sections of Gaza
in an effort to annihilate Hamas. More
than 23,000 Palestinians have been killed.

Tobias Borck, a Middle East security
expert at Britain’s Royal United Services
Institute, said the Houthis wanted to por-
tray themselves as champions of the
Palestinian cause but were mainly con-
cerned about retaining power.

At the United Nations Security Council,
US Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield
defended the Yemen strikes, saying they
were intended to “to disrupt and degrade
the Houthis’ ability to continue the reck-
less attacks against vessels and commer-
cial shipping.”

Russia’s UN Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia said earlier that the US and
Britain “single-handedly triggered a
spillover of the conflict (in Gaza) to the
entire region.” In Washington, Kirby
said, “We’re not interested in ... a war
with Yemen.” In a poor country only just
emerging from nearly a decade of war
that brought millions to the brink of
famine, people fearing an extended new
conflict queued at gas stations. — Arab
News
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LGH takes special
measures to treat
children affected

by harsh weathern

LAHORE (APP): In
response to the severe cold
weather and heightened
pollution in Lahore, the
Lahore General Hospital
(LGH) has implemented
special arrangements for
the treatment of children on
the direction of Punjab

Chief  Minister  Syed
Mohsin Naqvi.

According to LGH
sources on Saturday,

Professor Dr. Muhammad
Shahid and Professor Dr.
Faheem Afzal of the pediatric
unit will oversee the manage-
ment of children's healthcare,
particularly focusing on
pneumonia cases. Principal

Ameer Uddin Medical
College, Professor
Muhammad Al-Fareed Zafar,

said that the hospital was
well-equipped with sufficient
quantities of pneumonia vac-
cines, available free of charge
in line with the government
policy. Emphasizing the
importance of awareness, he
urged the administration to
utilize social media and other
platforms to educate parents
about pneumonia prevention.

Highlighting LGH's
commitment to public serv-
ice, the principal PGMI
underscored the hospital's
role as a comprehensive
healthcare  force. He
encouraged parents to mon-
itor their children closely,
ensuring they are warmly
dressed to fend off cold-
related illnesses, including
pneumonia. He urged
immediate  consultation
with qualified doctors at
government hospitals if
children exhibit symptoms
such as high fever or diffi-
culty in breathing.

In an effort to bolster
healthcare services, admin-
istrative doctors and the
deputy chief nursing super-
intendent have been direct-
ed to remain vigilant round
the clock, paying special
attention to the treatment of
all patients, particularly
infants. The LGH aims to
play a crucial role in pro-
tecting the community
from diseases during this
challenging period.

18th Youth
Parliament 2nd

session held

LAHORE (APP): The 18th
batch of Youth Parliament
Pakistan (YPP) in partner-
ship with TikTok convened
its second session marking a
pivotal moment in the digi-
tal engagement of Pakistan’s
youth, here Saturday.

This session featured
around 300 primary mem-
bers  representing  all
National Assembly con-
stituencies of Pakistan, in
addition to Azad Jammu &
Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan,
and overseas Pakistanis,
along with approximately
300 alternate members.
Supported by TikTok, the
18th YPP is the most exten-
sive and diverse youth repre-
sentation in Pakistan to date.
President of PILDAT and
founder of Youth Parliament
Pakistan ~Ahmed Bilal
Mehboob commenced the
event with a warm welcome.

Acknowledging the part-
nership with  TikTok,
Mehboob highlighted how
this collaboration not only
enriches the YPP experience
but also serves as a vital link
to connect with the youth
through modern digital plat-
forms. He emphasizing the
significance of such alliances
for empowering young lead-
ers, enabling them to actively
participate in crucial national
and global discussions.

CM inspects
development work
on new Ravi
Bridge project

LAHORE (APP): Punjab Caretaker Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi inspected the new
Ravi Bridge project in a severe cold
weather late night.

Mohsin Naqvi inspected the construc-
tion work of the new Ravi Bridge project.
He shook hands with the labourers busy
doing piling, drilling work and commend-
ed them on working diligently on the pub-
lic welfare project in a severe cold weath-
er even late night, said a handout issued
here on Saturday.

The CM directed to utilise all the nec-
essary resources for early construction of
the bridge, saying that piling work should
be moved forward swiftly along with
accelerating pace of work on the new
bridge. He issued directions to the contrac-

tor to further expedite construction.

He emphasized that the project should
be completed at the earliest for the facili-
tation of people. The bridge would greatly
ease traffic, he added.

The Commissioner/DG LDA and the
contractor gave a detailed briefing about
progress on the bridge. The piling and bor-
ing process continues for 24 hours and two
new machines have been installed for the
piling work. The bridge will consists of 4
lanes and it would be 540 meters long.

Provincial ministers Amir Mir, Azfar
Ali Nasir, Secretary Communication &
Works, Deputy Commissioner, Chief
Engineer LDA, NESPAK, Officials of
C&W, Irrigation, district administration
and other departments were also present.

Bagar launches NICVD’s
Stroke Intervention Programme

KARACHI (APP): Caretaker Sindh
Chief Minister Justice (Rtd) Magbool
Baqar on Saturday stressed that great
efforts were needed to improve stroke
care and acute stroke centers in
Pakistan’s second-largest province.

While virtually inaugurating the
National Institute of Cardiovascular
Diseases’ (NICVD) ‘Stroke Intervention
Programme’ launched in Tando
Muhammad Khan, the chief minister
said that the estimated population of
Pakistan was 225 million with a median
age of 22.5 years and to cater to such a
large population, the increasing inci-
dence of stroke and lack of infrastruc-
ture in both urban and rural areas require
immediate attention in Pakistan.

While addressing the guests at the
ceremony, Baqar said through a video
link that there was a high proportion of
young stroke with poor stroke outcomes.
Acute stroke care is scarce in Pakistan
due to few stroke units, and limited
availability of alteplase (clot buster

treatment) and thrombectomy services in
the country, he said.

He further emphasised that the stroke
burden remained high in Pakistan with
limited available facilities for stroke
care in the country. He commented that
after the availability of alteplase (r-tPA)
in Pakistan, efforts to improve facilities
and centers were need of the hour.

Lauding the NICVD’s work, the CM
recalled that in 2021, the hospital took
up the initiative to provide comprehen-
sive stroke services including clot buster
treatment and advanced treatment of clot
removal (thrombectomy).

“During the last 2 years, it has treated
more than 4000 stroke patients provid-
ing acute stroke care services,” Bagar
maintained. The CM disclosed that the
NICVD had trained 8 cardiologists to
carry out clot removal procedures and
were now moving forward to start stroke
services in SICVD Tando Muhammad
Khan and SICVD Sukkur to extend the
service throughout Sindh.
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LAHORE: People selecting books from a Book Fair at Al-Hamra.

Gov’t of Sindh initiated a program
Strengthening social protection
Delivery System in Sindh

F.P. Report

HYDERABAD: The
Sindh caretaker Minister
for Information, Social
protection and minorities
Mohammad Ahmed Shah
said that Government of
Sindh has initiated a pro-
gram "Strengthening
social protection Delivery |
System in Sindh " in 15
districts of Sindh with col-
laboration of World bank
to improve the mother §
child health. This he said
while talking to media me
at Shehbaz Hall , Shehbaz
Building Hyderabad today.

The minister informed
that initially this program
started in three districts of
sindh Tando Mohammad

identified in
districts.

problem of malnutrition

different

On replying a question

polling stations.

He further said that a
strong communication
awareness campaign will

Minister living in container to
monitor Bund Road project

LAHORE (APP): On the
specific  directive  of
Punjab's Caretaker Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi,
Provincial Housing
Minister Azfar Ali Nasir
has adopted a temporary
residence in a container
placed at the Bund Road
Controlled Access
Corridor project site.
Azfar Ali Nasir has been
assigned the task to under-

for the completion of Bund
Road Controlled Access
Corridor project. Under the
mission to accomplish pub-
lic welfare projects before
the stipulated deadline in
Punjab, he is busy in over-
seeing the project from
morning till night. He will
continue living in the con-
tainer till the completion of
the project. Azfar Ali Nasir
visited the project late at

ongoing construction activi-
ties. He issued necessary
directions to the contractor
for timely completion of the
project. The minister also
chaired a container meeting
and directed to utilise all
necessary —resources to
expedite pace of work on
the project. He stated that
on the direction of the CM,
he would remain in the con-
tainer till the completion of

Khan, Tando Alahyar and
Matiari and will Dbe
extended in other districts
soon. He further said that
this program will benefit
1.3 million women and
children in Sindh. This
program of social protec-
tion will give 30000 cash
to mother for the safe life
of child because there is

regarding elections the
minister said that
Government of Sindh is
ready for the general elec-
tions on 8th February and
next cabinet meeting will
be held soon to finalize
the elections arrange-
ments. The Government
of Sindh has released for
the training of ROs and
DROs and the repairing of

be launched to spread
awareness regarding this
program to benift more
women and children in
this program.

Later a meeting was
presided over by the min-
ister at Shehbaz Hall
,where he directed to
commissioner Hyderabad
to issue directions to
Deputy commissioners

and Health professional

for registration of more

benifishries in districts .
The Commissioner

« Hyderabad Syed Khalid
. Hyder Shah assured to

minister that he will soon
conduct a meeting with
deputy commissioners to
discuss the
mentioned program.

Later , The Minister
Information Sindh inau-
gurated the tow days 9th
Hyderabad Literature fes-
tival at Sindh Museum
along with DG culture
Munawar Mahesar and
ex- secretary Information
Mehatab Akbar Rashidi
and MD Sindh Education
foundation Abdul
Kabir Qazi.

The tablos and beauti-
ful cultural performances
were performed by the
students. Earlier to this
the minister inaugurated
first Health center of
Strengthening social pro-
tection delivery system
program at PPHI Tando
Soomro district
tando Alahyar .

KMC, PLSP to train people for providing
emergency aid to citizens: Murtaza Wahab

KARACHI (APP): Mayor Karachi

ing the importance of this issue,

take 24 hours monitoring

night and inspected the

the project.

Sindh decides to appoint
tourist guides to elevate visitor

experiences at

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In a strategic move to
enhance tourism in the province, the
Sindh government has announced the
appointment of professional tour guides
for all tourist destinations across the
province. Arshad Wali Muhammad,
Provincial Minister for Tourism,
Environment, Climate Change, and
Coastal Development, emphasized the
importance of trained tour guides for
creating memorable experiences for
tourists visiting historical and cultural
sites in Sindh.

Highlighting the rich historical and
tourist sites in Sindh, Minister Arshad
Wali Muhammad stated that the presence

historical sites

of professional tour guides is crucial for
making the experience of tourists unfor-
gettable. Trained tour guides possess the
knowledge to provide comprehensive
information about these historical sites,
enhancing the global tourists' overall
experience. In this regard, Secretary of
Tourism and Culture, Khalid Chachar, has
written to the Finance Department, refer-
encing the directives of the High Court,
requesting the release of funds for the
recruitment of tourist guides.

The decision aligns with the commit-
ment to promote Sindh as a premier tourist
destination, ensuring that visitors receive
expert guidance, contributing to the over-
all growth and positive perception of
tourism in the province.

LAHORE: Children enjoying car riding at Gulshan-e-1gbal Park.

Barrister Murtaza Wahab has said
that the KMC in collaboration with
Pakistan Life Savers Program
(PLSP) will train the citizens of
Karachi to provide immediate
emergency aid in case of heart

attacks and injuries so that pre- the most crucial and critical
cious lives can be saved. moments.

It will be started by the depart- Mayor Karachi Barrister
ment of City Warden and we will Murtaza Wahab said that the

train thousands of citizens of
Karachi especially the youth so
that we can proudly call Karachi
the city of life savers. According to
the statement, the Mayor said
every year thousands of people in
Karachi lose their lives due to
heart attacks and after suffering
serious injuries, precious lives are
lost in these incidents, so consider-

providing

KMC has decided to pay immedi-
ate attention so that by providing
awareness to the citizens in this
regard, the family members and the
nearest people can give immediate
medical assistance to the patient in

efforts of Pakistan Life Saver
Program in this regard are com-
mendable and that is the reason
why we have settled the prelimi-
nary matters with them.

The scope of this program will
be gradually extended to the entire
city to save the lives of citizens by
immediate
assistance after fatal accidents and

heart attacks.

Mayor Karachi said that Karachi
is among the seven largest cities in
the world and training of citizens is
organised in all international cities
of this level around the world.
With this training in the event of a
fire, accident, heart attack, stroke,

or serious injury, people can help

medical

each other immediately and most
of the patients get better before
reaching the hospital and their
lives are saved.

He said that KMC hospitals are
also being improved and made
functional where a large number of
citizens come for treatment every
day, but now citizens will also be
trained in this regard to make this
city better in
civic life.

this aspect of

Institute of

[Nl Business Administration
Al Karachi

Leadership and Ideas for Tomorrow

Introduction

The IBA Ihsan Trust National Talent Hunt Program (IBA-IT NTHP) isa
fully funded Orientation Training Program jointly financed by IHSAN
TRUST and IBA Karachi. The program selects, grooms, and prepares
talented students from Baluchistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa & FATA,
Gilgit Baltistan, Punjab, Sindh and Azad Kashmir for the
comprehensive admission process of BBA and BS degree programs
in IBA Karachi.

lhsan Trust is a non-profit organization, established with the aim of
providing financial assistance for various community building
services and above all, Qarz-e-Hasna (Interest-free Loan) facility to
the needy students seeking higher education in Pakistan.

Eligibility Criteria

Financially deserving students eligible with either:

70% or above marks in HSSC-I examination from any Board of
Secondary & Intermediate Education of Pakistan in year 2023 &
appearing for HSSC-1l examination in year 2024.

OR

70% or above marks in HSSC-Il examination from any Board of
Secondary & Intermediate Education of Pakistan in year 2023.

Salient Features of the Orientation Program:

- 8 weeks of rigorous training

- IBA Aptitude test preparation (SAT format)

- One-on-one tutoring, mentoring and counselling sessions

« Mock examination & mock panel interviews

« Guest speaker session series

- Travel allowance, stipend, boarding & lodging facility for outstation
candidates

Financial Assistance for the Degree Program:

Upon admission to any undergraduate programs, provision of up to 100 %
scholarship/arrangement of Qarz-e-Hasna against tuition fees & other
facilities, depending upon the need assessment by the IBA - Financial
Assistance Committee. Summer semester is not covered in scholarship.

@ www.facebook.com/IBA.NTHP

® www.instagram.com/iba_nthp/
9 twitter.com/IBA_NTHP ®

IBA-IHSAN TRUST

NATIONAL TALENT HUNT PROGRAM BATCH 2024

Dates & Deadlines:
NTHP Applications open for batch 2024
NTHP Application submission deadline

Shortlisted candidates’ announcement

74| NTHP Assessment Test for the Orientation
Program 2024

H Result announcement

H Telephonic Panel Interviews

Final shortlisted candidates’ announcement

E Orientation Program starts.

Wednesday, November 1, 2023
Sunday, February 25,2024

Sunday, March 10, 2024
Sunday, March 17, 2024

Monday, April 1, 2024

Monday-Saturday
April 8t013,2024

Monday, May 6, 2024
Monday, June 3, 2024

LAST DATE TO APPLY: FEBRUARY 25, 2024

Institute of Business Administration Karachi, Talent Hunt Program office, NBP Building, Main Campus
KU Circular Road, Karachi 75270, Pakistan. For Call : (92-21) 38104700, Fax : (92-21) 99261508

O NTHP IBA KARACHI, @nthpibakarachi
nthp@iba.edu.pk
nthp.iba.edu.pk/
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General election 2024

59.322m registered
female voters to decide
fate of 175 parties

PESHAWAR (APP):
Despite cold weather con-
ditions, the electioneering
campaign have started
gearing up in the country
including Khyber
Pakthunkhwa where over
128.585 million registered
voters includes 59.322
million female and 69.263
million male would decide
fate of 175 politcal parties
in general election 2024.

In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, a total of
21.928 million voters

including 11.437 million
male and 9.983 million
female would exercise
their right of franchise in
favour of their political
parties and independent
candidates for next five
years. Prof Dr. A.H. Hilali,
former Chairman, Political
Science Department,
University of Peshawar
told APP on Saturday that
female voters' role during
election 2024 would be
crucial and any politcal
party that get women vot-
ers' attention would get an
edge over others on
February 8 polling day.

He said the low turnout
among female  voters
remains a persistent chal-
lenge especially in merged
tribal districts of Khyber
Pakthunkhwa, southern dis-
tricts of Punjab, rural Sindh
and Baloch belt in
Balochistan. He said in case
of rainfall, rains and harsh
weather, bringing voters in
Chitral, Dir, Swat, North
Waziristan and Parachinar
districts would be a big
challenge for political par-
ties.

"I eagerly await to poll
my first vote on February
8, 2024 election," said
Sidra Qaiser, a young
voter/school teacher of
Nowshera district while
talking to APP. She said
casting of vote was a
national obligation and she
would vote a politcal
party's candidate after see-
ing its manfestio.

Professor Dr. Hllali said
all eyes would be on voters
turnout in 2024 election
after the overall turnout
rates for the elections in
2008, 2013, and 2018 were
45 percent, 54 percent, and
50 percent, respectively

He said the women vot-
ers turnout in the 2018
general elections stood at
40 percent with 21 of 46
million registered women
voters participating in
polling. "The politcal par-
ties need a lot of work to
mobilize women voters as
about 40% of female vote
on the average which is
considerably low as per
international standards."

Besides political parties,
he said ECP, civil society
and caretaker governments
require to strengthen coor-
dination to mobalize voters
for election 2024. He said
people of Pakistan have
seen the performance of
almost all mainstream
political parties including
PPP, PML-N, JUIF, ANP,
Jumat e Islami, PTI and
MQM in last two decades
and voters are now closely
seeing what are new in its
election manifestos. He
said PPP leadership was
taking credit of BISP, 1973
constitution, development
works in Sindh and 18th
constitutional amendment
besides a new slogan of
constructing three million
houses for poor.

He said PML-N was
advocating for construct-
ing motorways, lawari tun-
nel, restoration of peace in
KP, Karachi and atomic
tests at Chagi in 1998.
Similarly, ANP was trying
to attract voters about
renaming NWFP  as
Khyber Pakthunkhwa and
construction of universi-
ties in the province while
PTI leadership was high-
lighting Sehat Card and
BRT

Dr Zilakat Malik, for-
mer Chairman, Economics
Department, University of

Peshawar said that 2024
election would be totally
different from others
because no political party
was favorite and people
would decide the fate of all
175 parties on the basis of
their past Govt perform-
ances and implementation
of election manifestos. He
claimed that Istehkam e
Pakistan Party and PTI
Parliamentarians were the
new parties whose leaders
were in the field informing
masses about their pro-
grams and development
initiatives if voted to
power.

Dr Malik said that free
and transparent elections
are very important for con-
tinuity of democracy and
addressing the country’s
challenges like economy,
climate change issues
besides controlling price
hike and inflation that
adversely affected the
common man. He said
women were about 50pc of
the country's population
and without their active
participation, elections and
democracy has no mean-
ing.

He said women partici-
pation in elections provide
the citizens with uniformity
managed way to voice their
opinions and chose who
and what is best for them.
Dr. Malik said the citizens
are the ultimate authority in
any democracy and they
can voice their opinion and
reject a political party if
they do not like its perform-
ance while in Govt in the
past.

The regular holding of
general elections ensures
better check on the per-
formance of political par-
ties and accountability. The
experts said that a strong
participation of women vot-
ers would play a key role
especially in rural areas of
Pakistan and any candidate
get their support would get
an advantage over others on
February 8, 2024 election.

JUI-F annunce candidates for election

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam (F) has
finalized national and

provincial candidates for
Peshawar district with Noor
Alam Khan will be the can-
didate for NA-28,
Akhunzada Irfanullah will
be the candidate for NA-29.

According to details,
Nasir Khan Musazai will be

the candidate for NA-30,
Maulana Saeedullah for
NA-31 and Maulana
Hussain Madani for NA-
32. Azan Khan will be the
candidate for Provincial
Assembly Constituency PK
72, Maulana Abdul Haseeb
for PK 73 and Ejaz Khan
for PK 74, Shehryar Khan
on PK 75, Niaz
Muhammad on PK 76 and
Haji Safatullah on PK 77.

Zahir Shah will be the

candidate  for PK-78,
Maulana Ata-ul-Haq
Darwish for PK-79 and
Maulana Amanullah
Haqgani  for  PK-80.

Likewise, Arbab Farooq
will be the candidate for PK
81, Siddiqur Rahman
Paracha for PK 82, Haji
Mohammad Umar for PK
83 and Malik Naushad
Khan for PK 84.

KP PPP not
issue party
tickets

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan
People’s Party could not
issue election tickets for 21
constituencies of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

There are no candidates
in 7 constituencies of
National Assembly, includ-
ing two important con-
stituencies of Peshawar.
The PPP did not field can-
didates for 14 constituen-
cies of the provincial
assembly so far.

NA 30 and 32 Peshawar
and NA 4 Swat tickets have
not been issued while NA
11 Shangla and NA 23
Mardan are also deprived
of candidates. Candidates
from NA 35 Kohat and NA
41 Lakki Marwat are also
not present in the field.
According to information
available 4 provincial
assembly  constituencies
from Mardan, 2 constituen-
cies vacant in Peshawar
and Lakki Marwat with one
constituency  each in
Bitgram, Mardan, Khyber,
Nowshera, Kohat and
Bannu are without any con-
testing candidates.

Hashish

recovered
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In a successful
operation, the Excise Police
Station Mardan have recov-
ered 6000 grams of hashish
from a without number plate
Rickshaw on main Ring
Road in Mardan, a
spokesman of the Excise told
media men here on Saturday.

It was another major oper-
ation of Police Station Excise
Mardan region wherein they
foiled an attempt of smug-
gling a large quantity of
drugs to Punjab, the
Spokesman said. He dis-
closed that during the search,
6000 grams of hashish was
recovered from an unmarked
rickshaw on Ring Road
Mardan.

He said the accused driver
Muhammad Saeed, son of
Syed Fagqir, resident of Wah
Cantt, Asifabad Street No. 3,
Hasan Abdal, was arrested on
the spot. In another operation
was carried out by Excise
Police Station Peshawar near
Hayatabad Toll Plaza and
during the search, 4800
grams of hashish was recov-
ered from the motorcyclist,
spokesperson said.

The accused Mohsin
Shah, son of Zahir Shah, res-
ident of Siddigabad, Arbab
Road, Peshawar, arrested on
the spot and cases against all
the drug smugglers regis-
tered in respective Police sta-
tions with further investiga-
tion underway, spokesper-
son.
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Chief Minister Justice (R) Syed Arshad Hulssay‘in Shah giving away trophy to a
student during annual parents day at Col Sher Khan Cadet College.

Chief Secretary reviews
arrangements for polling

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Secretary (CS)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhry here Saturday
chaired a video-link meeting to dis-
cuss security arrangements and
review preparation for upcoming
general elections.

The meeting was also attended by
Inspector General Police, Akhtar
Hayat Khan, administrative secre-
taries, Additional Chief Secretary,
Divisional Commissioners, Regional
Police Officers and other concerned
officials.

The meeting was told that appro-
priate police force would be deployed
on Election Day while volunteers and

workers of other relevant depart-
ments including forests, wildlife,
excise, anti-corruption, social welfare
and civil defense would assist the
police force.

It was said that CCTV cameras
would be installed in sensitive polling
station and funds have been provided
for provision of needed facilities in
polling stations. Addressing the meet-
ing CS expressed satisfaction over
the arrangements and directed neces-
sary arrangements for holding polling
in remote and snowy areas according
to code of conduct issued by election
commission.

He also directed utilization of
available resources to timely procure
election material in snowy areas and

said that transparent election is first
priority of government. He also
directed tourism, local government,
communication department and
Pakhtunkhwa Highway Authority to
liaise and coordinate for elections in
remote and snowy areas.

He also directed police force and
district administrations to timely
complete the arrangements and
enhance security measures to avoid
any untoward incident on polling day.
Earlier, CS and IGP visited polling
stations in Charbagh Swat and
reviewed security arrangements.
They were also briefed about security
arrangements being finalized to mon-
itor egress and ingress points of
polling stations.

PML-N KP’s candidates
for general election finalized

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) has com-
pleted the issuance of tickets to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) candi-
dates, said party’s officials on
Saturday. According to officials,
PML-N supremo and former PM
Nawaz Sharif has been issued tick-
et from Mansehra NA-15 and PML-
N provincial president Ameer
Mugam has been given ticket from

NA-2, NA-11 and PK-5.

They said that tickets have
been issued for 13 provincial
and 5 National Assembly seats
in Peshawar. From PK-72 ticket
has been issued to Azmat Khan,
from PK-73 to Fazlullah, from
PK-74 to Arbab Afzal, from PK-
75 to Arbab Ghulam Fariq, from
PK-76 to Subia Shahid, from
PK-78 to Zahir Khan, from PK-
79 to Jalal Khan and from PK-80
to Hyder Shah from 80, they

added.

They disclosed that tickets were
issued to Waqgas Buland from PK
81, Mohammad Nadeem from PK
82 and Sher Rehman from PK 84.
According to the officials, the
PML-N has also issued tickets for
the five National Assembly seats in
Peshawar including NA-28 to
Arbab Khizer Hayat, NA-29 to
Subia Shahid, NA-30 to Rais Khan,
NA-31 to Subia Shahid and NA-32
to Sher Rehman.

M Adnan Khan

of "Sitar-e-Basalat (Star of Good

to receive an invitation by

Chief of the Air staff
(CAS), PAF, for attending the
''50 years' celebrations of serv-
ices of the Mirage aircraft in
PAF"'. Interestingly the pres-
ent CAS, Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmed Babar is also a
pilot of Mirage aircraft. The
ceremony was awesome with
breathtaking supersonic
maneuvers of the Mirage air-
craft.

The audience was mesmer-
ized with the potential and capa-
bilities of this aircraft and appre-
ciated the selectors of this air-
craft who had the vision (in
1966), the aircraft could serve
PAF for many coming years.
Among these pioneers, was the
then Wing Commander Syed
Abid Raza who earned
Mechanical Engineering degree
from Aligarh university, India
(1945-1948). He graduated with
honors by securing 2nd Position
& 1st Division. Not only an
excellent student, he also cap-
tained the football (soccer) team
of Aligarh Muslim University
(1947-1948).

Born on November 11, 1927,
Syed Abid Raza sahib belonged
to a literary family of Khujwa,
Siwan District, Bihar, India. His
father's name was Syed Shahid
Raza who was the elder brother
of the distinguished historian
and eminent scholar, Professor
Syed Hasan Askari. Askari
Sahib, was a literary laurate rec-
ognized internationally, who
worked extensively on Indian
medieval history, Sufism, Delhi
Sultanate & Mughals,Persian
manuscripts and  original
sources. Decorated by succes-
sive presidents of India with the

IT was a pleasant surprise

"Ghalib Award" in 1974,
"President's  Certificate  of
Honor" in 1979 and

"Padmashree Award" in 1985, he
also received several other
national, state, provincial and
local awards in India. The
History Department of Quaid-e-
Azam University (Islamabad,
Pakistan) has also announced
"Professor Syed Hasan Askari
Post Graduate Research Fellow
Endowment" for the scholars of
M(Phil) and PhD.

Engineering Mirage from Aligarh

Syed Abid Raza sahib joins
the family tree of prophet
Muhammad (Sallalho Alaehi-
wasallum) in the 40th genera-
tion. His family is also linked to
Syed Jalaluddin Surkhposh a
Sufi Saint of 13the century AD
and follower of Baha-ud-din
Zakariya.

Abid Raza sahib had met
Quaid-i-Azam, Mohammad Ali
Jinnah during Quaid's political
campaign/rallies when he was a
student at Aligarh Muslim
University. Impressed by his
thoughts and inspired by his
vision for an independent state
for the Muslims of Hindustan,
young Raza sahib decided to
migrate to Pakistan leaving his
family behind in India. Raza
sahib arrived at the seaport of
Karachi via Bombay (Mumbai),
India, on Sunday, September 12,
1948, and was grieved to see
thousands of mourners attending
the funeral of Quaid-i-Azam,
Mohammad Ali in Karachi the
same day.

Syed Abid Raza sahib decid-
ed to join the Royal Pakistan Air
force (RPAF) as an engineer to
serve the newly earned home-
land. He was commissioned in
November 1948 and was imme-
diately selected for a two year's
course in "Aeronautical
Engineering for Technical
Officers" at Britain's Air
University ~AST  Hamble
Southampton, UK (January
1949 - March 1951), where he
topped the program with flying
colors (March 2, 1951). During
this training course, Pilot Officer
Raza had an opportunity to meet
His Excellency Habib Ibrahim
Reheematollah, at the Pakistan
High Commission, London and
came to know expression of the
newly created state's image in
accordance with diplomatic
norms.

After the successful comple-
tion of this course, Raza sahib
was posted at Royal Pakistan Air
Force Academy, (Now Pakistan
Air Force Academy Asghar
Khan) Risalpur, for "Technical
administration and first line
servicing" of training aircraft.
Seeing his engineering enthusi-

asm, Flying Officer Abid Raza
was selected as staff officer to
the Engineering branch's head.
Judging his brilliance, Flying

Officer was detailed for
"Officers Aircraft Electrical &
Instrument Engineering

Diploma Course" at the Royal
Air Force Technical College,
Henlow, United Kingdom, from
where he graduated with honors.

After the successful comple-
tion of the course in March
1954, Raza sahib's skills were
then utilized at an Engineering
depot. Here he was employed for
repair and overhaul of aircraft
and general, purpose electrical
components and instruments. In
April 1955, he was posted as
"Chief Technical Officer" at
RPAF Base Korangi Creek for
technical management and
maintenance of fleet, ground
equipment and training aids. The
same year he got married to
Sanjida Fatima, daughter of
Professor Syed Hasan Askari.
They were blessed with their
first son, Syed Nasir Raza in
1956. (Nasir has a Masters in
Civil Engineering is married to
Dr. Sakina Fatima and has two
sons, Dr. Ali Raza and Ammar
Raza, an aerospace engineer by

profession).
In April 1957, Raza sahib was
posted to the "School of

Aeronautics” as "Senior Trade
Technical Officer", at the same
base. Here an important task of
training the airmen of different
technical trades was assigned to
him.

Seeing his performance in a
training set up, Syed Abid Raza
sahib was elevated to higher
office of training headquarters at
RPAF Base Drigh Road (now
PAF Base Faisal) in August
1957. He was made responsible
for the overall training of PAF
airmen in this assignment. The
family was blessed with their
second son, Syed Mansur Raza
in 1958. Dr. Mansur Raza is
married to the former foreign
secretary, Mrs. Tehmina Janjua.

In March 1959, Raza sahib
was posted at RPAF Base
Mauripur (now PAF Base
Masroor) for second line servic-

ing of all types of aircraft, aero-
engines their components and
ground support equipment. In
May, 1958, Squadron Leader
Syed Abid Raza attended the
"Personnel Management
Course"”, conducted by the
"Personnel Management Mobile
Training Team", Headquarters
Army Element, United States
Military Advisory Group -
Pakistan in Rawalpindi. After

this training, the coveted
appointment ~ of  "Officer
Commanding Maintenance

Wing" was the next career mile-
stone at PAF Base Peshawar
(January 1961 - March 1965). As
an  Officer Commanding,
Squadron Leader Raza attended
the "Resources Management
Advanced Course" by
Headquarters, USAF and C130B
Maintenance Officers
Familiarization Course AMF by
USAF in May 24, 1963. Raza
sahib was able to create a team
of dedicated engineers which
ensured serviceability and oper-
ational capability of PAF aircraft
during the war which erupted
just after six months of his
departure from this seat.

In March 1965 he was posted
at the Air Headquarter (AHQ) as
Assistant Director of "Aircraft
Engineering", from where he
and his team regulated all the
engineering activities of war
operations. He was awarded the
War Star, (Sitara-e-Harb) 1965,
and the War Medal (Tamgha-e-
Harb) the same year. Seeing his
professional acumen, Raza sahib
was elevated as Director General
(Engineering) at the AHQ in
March, 1966. He was responsi-
ble for maintenance policies and
directives, innovations and eval-
uation for induction of new
equipment for the PAF. By now,
he was considered an authority
on maintenance, training, evalu-
ation, and modifications.

Utilizing his credentials, S. A.
Raza was posted as Deputy
Director of Projects at the AHQ
in December 1966. Key task was
to technically evaluate induction
of the "Mirage" aircraft system
in PAF. This new weapon system
was being used by the leading air

forces of the world that time.
PAF wanted to evaluate its' effi-
cacy considering own tactical
and operational requirements.
After thorough evaluation, Raza
sahib recommended the induc-
tion of "Mirage" aircraft owing
to its' endurance, reliability,
speed, structure, and multi-role
functions that were much needed
by PAF. He was also appointed
the first Technical Attaché at
Embassy of Pakistan, in France.
Wing Commander Raza and his
dedicated team ensured the
delivery of six Mirages to
Pakistan in 1967, which were
flown to PAF Base Mauripur
(now Masroor) Karachi on
March 18, 1968. No. 5 Squadron
of Pakistan Air Force had the
honor to receive this new sys-
tem. During their stay in France,
Allah blessed the Razas, with
their first daughter (Shazia
Fatima Raza) in 1968.

On return from France, Wing
Commander Syed Abid Raza
was posted at the AHQ as
Deputy  Director  Aircraft
Engineering in June 1970. He
diligently formulated mainte-
nance policies and upgrading of
PAF aircraft and aeroengines.
Due to consistent engineering
support by the engineers of PAF,
Mirage aircraft were fully opera-
tional by the 1971 War, and flew
over 200 day and night sorties
from PAF Base Sargodha (now
Mushaff) and PAF Base
Mianwali (now Alam). He
ensured availability of engineer-
ing facilities for all types of air-
craft during the 1971 war. After
the war of 1971, he was awarded
the War Star (Sitara-e-Harb)
1971, and War Medal (Tamgha-
e-Jang) 1971.

On being promoted to the
rank of Group Captain, Syed
Abid Raza was honored to com-
mand the biggest aircraft engi-
neering depot/maintenance unit
at PAF Base Faisal in February
1972. Here his team, completed
overhaul/modifications to air-
craft, aero-engines and other
components. His team was also
successful in manufacturing
some spare parts, tools, test
equipment and ground support

equipment. Being the only aero-
space repair unit, it attained the
status of the engineering back-
bone of PAF in his tenure.
During the same posting, Allah
tested him by recalling his
beloved daughter back to heav-
enly abode, who encountered a
tragic death, in 1972. Finding
Raza sahib and family submit-
ting to Allah's will, he was
blessed with another son Syed
Ahmer Raza in 1974. Ahmer,
who has engineering and man-
agement background, is married
to Sara, currently spear heading
Professor Syed Hasan Askari
Historiography Project.

Group Captain Syed Abid
Raza also remained a member of
executive managing committee
of Pakistan Defense Officers
Co-operative Housing Authority
(PDOCHS) Karachi (1976), now
known as Defense Housing
Authority (DHA), Karachi.

On completion of his tenure
at this engineering depot, he was
promoted to the rank of Air
Commodore and was hand-
picked for "Deputy Director P-
721 Project” at Kamra in July
1976. This strategic project was
conceived for an "Aeronautical
Overhaul Factory" in 1972,
where facilities for repair and
overhaul of jet aircraft, manufac-
turing of aircraft parts and drop
tanks were to be established.
Being the first of its' nature, the
project was placed directly
under the Ministry of Defense.
Raza managed to speedily steer
this strategic asset of Pakistan in
a speedy manner. Later he was
appointed as the Project Director
in September for this appoint-
ment. In September 1977, Raza
sahib was elected as member of
The Royal Aeronautical Society
established for the General
Advancement of Aeronautical
Art, Science & Engineering. In
1978, Raza sahib attended the
"Joint Services Defense
Resource Management Course"
given for the Ministry of
Defence by US Department of
Defence.

For meritorious services, Air
Commodore Syed Abid Raza
was awarded the coveted medal

Conduct)" by then President of
Pakistan, Fazal Ilahi Chaudhry
in 1978.

Air Commodore Raza was
the last Project Director P-721
(till June 1979), which was
upgraded as F-6 Rebuild Factory
in June 1979. He was the first
Managing Director (MD), which
he continued till December
1980. Air Commodore Syed
Abid Raza honorably retired
from active military service on
November 11, 1980.

Air Commodore Raza sahib
continued his innings in Shaheen
Foundation (subsidiary of PAF)
as Director Shaheen Builders
(November 1980 - October
1987) and Project
Manager/Managing
Director/General Manager
SWE-PAK Pharmaceutical
(November 1987 - April 1991).
He completed mega projects
(incorporating Italian & Swedish
resources and technologies). He
also oversaw completion of
Shaheen Complex, with the first
"Revolving  Restaurant” in
Karachi, Bini-Shells for ware-
houses & storage facilities,
PTDC Restaurant at Daman-E-
Koh, Islamabad, and the Cadets'
Mess, PAF Asghar Khan
Academy Risalpur. He later
established the SWE-PAK
Pharmaceutical Plant in Hub
Baluchistan (October 1987 -
April 1991). Air Commodore
Raza left Shaheen Foundation,
PAF due to his deteriorating
health in April 1991. He passed
away in PNS Shifa Hospital,
Karachi on April 4, 2000, at the
age of 73 after a courageous bat-
tle with serious medical condi-
tions, surrounded by loved ones
who will continue to honor his
legacy by living their lives to the
fullest.

Famous poet John Aelia, had
sarcastically, termed creation of
Pakistan as the "Mischief of kids
of Aligarh". Proudly this mis-
chief not only led to independ-
ence but also laid the founda-
tions of sound engineering sup-
port of aerial defense of Pakistan
by a team of engineers. Syed
Abid Raza from Aligarh was one
of them. May Air Commodore
Syed Abid Raza rest in eternal
peace!
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Families join

JI in Bajau
F.P. Report

KHAR: The public is
joining
Jammat-e-Islami (JI) to

continuously

support Sira-u
Khan on PK 22

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly in upcoming
general elections sched-
uled on 8th February. In
this regard Rooh Ullah

Khan of Loy

joined JI along with his
family and friends. He

claimed that they
support  Siraj-u

Khan during election
campaign. During the
gathering Khalid Khan

and Maulana
Ullah along with o

addressed JI workers

while providing

narrative for upcoming
general election. They
claimed that JI govern-
ment will change power
dynamics in Pakistan
which ultimately impact

geopolitics.

Bodies of two
‘lovebirds’ found

GUJRAT (INP):
dead bodies of a

and a woman were
recovered from a canal
in a village of Gujrat,
police said on Saturday.

The deceased man
identified as

Warraich  who
killed by firing.

body bore bullet marks.

The dead woman
identified as Ansar
She was a widow

was strangled to death.

The murderers
killing them, threw
bodies into the c¢

As per details, Qamar

Warraich  had

missing since last week

and a case of his d

pearance was registered
at Mangowal police sta-

tion. According

police, Ansar Bibi, a
resident of Kot Matta,

also went missing
week. The bodie

both Qamar and Ansar
Bibi were found when
the Upper Jehlum Canal
in Gujrat was closed.

Police said that

killers shot dead Qamar
who died after receiving
four bullets while the
woman was strangulat-
ed. They said that the

deceased couple
having an affair. P

nominated one accused

in the case and bo

another six unknown

accused.

Families depri

of jewelry, cash

GUJRANWALA (INP):
robbers
deprived two families

Armed

of over 100 tola

jewelry, precious wrist

watches and two

lion rupees cash in two

major robberies in
ferent localities, p
said  on

society in Aroop p
station jurisdictio
Gujranwala. The
bers barged into
house houses and

the residents hostage at
gun point. The robbers
harassed the residents
by holding guns

heads of children
woman. They

away over 100 tola of
gold jewelry, precious

wrist watches, Rs 2

lion cash and other

valuables from
houses. The police

lected the evidences

from crime scenes
after registered sep.

cases in both incidents
started investigations.

Operation to
recover hostages

KASHMORE (I

The law enforcement
agencies have launched

operation in katcha

to recover an abducted
truck driver and other
hostages from bandit

gangs on Saturday.
anti-bandit
being led by the p

chief of Kashmore and
the rangers wing com-

mander, has

launched in katcha
of Ghelpur police
tion jurisdiction.
Bashir Brohi has
that the district p

have launched the oper-
ation with armoured

carriers.  “Over
police pickets
been established

katcha area and all entry
and exit points of the
area have been com-

pletely sealed,” p
officer said.

Qamar

Saturday.
According to details,
the robbery incidents
took place in a housing

operation
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PML-N’s Rana
Mehmoodul Hassan
joins PPP

MULTAN  (INP):

ers announce their official

addressing a presser along with PPP chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

Rana Mehmoodul Hassan will contest
election on the party ticket of PPP from
Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari visited Multan and
met with the former PML-N leaders.
During the meeting, Chaudhry Abdul
Waheed Arain and others had announced
their decision in the presence of PPP chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

Yesterday, the Pakistan People’s Party-
Parliamentarian (PPP-P) has announced
names of its ticket-holders for national and
provincial assembly seats in central
Punjab. In Rawalpindi division, NA-49
Khurram Shahzad, NA-52
(Gujjar Khan) former prime minister Raja
Parvez Ashraf, NA-54 Syed Qamar Abbas,
NA-55 Babar Sultan Jadoon, NA-56
Sameera Gul, NA-57 Mukhtar Abbas, NA-
58 (Chakwal) Raja Muhammad Rizwan,
NA-59 (Tala Gang) Qazi Altaf Hussain,
NA-60 (Jhelum) Tasnim Nasir Gujjar, and

NA-150. Yesterday,

(Attock)

NA-61 Syed Ameer Hamza

In Gujranwala division, NA-64 (Gujrat)
Mubeen Arshad, NA-65 (Lalamusa) ex-
federal minister Qamar Zaman Kaira, NA-
66 (Wazirabad) Ijaz Samma, NA-67
(Hafizabad) Waseemul Hasan Naqvi, NA-
70 Sialkot Syed Ishtiag-ul-Hasan, NA-71
Khwaja Owais Mushtag, NA-72 Malik
Nadeem Awan, NA-73 Rana Mahmood

Ashraf, NA-74 Ijaz Ahmad

75 (Narowal) Tariq Javed Manzoor, NA-
Masih, NA-77
Gujranwala division president) Imtiaz
Safdar Warraich, NA-78 Haris Meeran,
NA-79 Malik Shakeelur Rehman, NA-80

76 Sakhawat

Dr Imran Rahmani,

Senator
Mehmoodul Hassan and former provincial
minister Chaudhry Abdul Waheed Arain
on Saturday announced joining Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP). Former PML-N lead-

Rana

joining while

Awan,

pPPP

Pirzada.

Raza Abbas.
Cheema, NA-

(ex-
Humayun

and NA-81

Muhammad Khan,
Azizur Rahman.

In Faisalabad division, NA-106 (Toba
Tek Singh) Zulfigar Ali, NA-107 Amjad
Yaqoob, NA-94 (Chiniot) Inayat Ali Shah,
NA-95 (Chak Jhumra) Usman Nawaz,
NA-96 (Jaranwala) Rai Shah Jahan Kharl, | |©
NA-97 (Tandlianwala) Mohammad Khan | |
Nadeem Baloch, NA-98 (Samundari) |}
Rana Farooq Saeed Khan, NA-99 Neha
Javed, NA-100 Sidra Saeed Bandisha,
NA-101 Muhammad Afzal, NA-102 Rana
Naeem Dastgir, from NA-103 Rana
Mubasher Ali, and NA-104 Basharat Ali.

In Lahore division, NA-111 (Nankana)
Muhammad Waqas, NA-112 Shah Jahan
Bhatti, NA-114 (Sheikhupura) Sardar Ali,
NA-115 Altaf Hussain Virk, NA-116 Rai
Ijaz Ahmad, NA-117 Syed Asif Hashmi,
NA-118 Shahid Abbas, NA-119 Iftikhar
Shahid, NA-120 Munir Ahmed, NA-121
Iftikhar Shahid, NA-122 Chaudhry Atif
Rafique, NA-123 Rana Ziaul Haque, NA-
125 Chaudhry Abdul Ghafoor Mayo, NA-
126 Amjad Ali Jatt, NA-127 Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, NA-128 Adeel Ghulam Mohiuddin,
NA-129 Aurangzeb Barki, NA-130 Igbal
Ahmed Khan, NA-131 (Kasur) Chaudhry
Manzoor, NA-132 Shaheen Safdar, NA-133
Muhammad Irshad Khan, and NA-134 Syed

Muhammad Maalik Virk.

In Sargodha division, NA-82 ex-federal
minister Nadeem Afzal Chan, NA-83 Rao
Abdul Ghaffar, NA-84 ex-minister of state
Tasneem Qureshi, NA-85 Tarig Mehmood
Gujjar, NA-86 Sahibzada Naeemuddin ||
Sialvi, NA-87 Muhammad Ali Sanwal
NA-89, Nawab Malik Amir
and NA-90 Rana||

In Sahiwal division, NA-135 (Okara)
Ghulam Mujtabi,
Sajjad Al Hasan, NA-139 (Pakpattan)
Sarwar
(Sahiwal) Muhammad Zaki Chaudhry,
NA-142 Maher Ghulam Farid Kathia, and
NA-143 Ali Javed.

NA-136 Chaudhry

Bodla, NA-141

3

SWABI: KP Caretaker htef Minister Justice (R) yed Arshad Hussain Shah oﬁenn tea
mausoleum of Capt. Col. Sher Khan Shaheed.

at the

Mangla Dam’s

water outflow

reduces to 100
CUSECS

MIRPUR (AJK) (INP):
Outflows of water from
Mangla Dam, the country’s
2nd  largest  reservoir
reduced to only 100 cusecs
following continual decline
of water level in the reser-
voir because of ongoing
reported heavy snowfall on
upper reaches of the
Himalayan state of Jammu
and Kashmir.

AWKUM employees
postpone strike

FE.P. Report

MARDAN All Employees
Association Abdul Wali
Khan University Mardan
(AWKUM)  here has
announced to postpone the
protest till the appointment
of Vice Chancellor. In
Abdul Wali Khan
University, Mardan, contin-
uous protest continued for
more than two months.
Chairman Muzamil
Khan, President Adnan
Saeed, General Secretary
Inam Afridi, Senior Vice
President Jawad Sanger,
Media Incharge Ali Khan,
Focal Person Umeer Ali
Shah, Vice President Abid
Ali, Ashfaq Habib, Mumtaz
Khan, Papo Khan and Ajmal
Shah while speaking said
that the appointment of Vice
Chancellor and  Pro-
Chancellor has not been
done yet and we have decid-
ed to postpone the strike due
to the semester exams and
new admissions next week.
President of All
Employees  Association
Adnan Saeed while
addressing said that the uni-
versity administration
should accept our problems
and demands seriously.
Currently, we announce to
postpone the protest until
the appointment of the Vice
Chancellor and the Pro
Vice Chancellor. The
semester exams are starting

from next week and the
admissions have been
announced, so for the
development and prosperi-
ty of the university, we
have decided to postpone
the strike. From tomorrow,
transport will run as normal
and classes and exams will
also continue as normal.

PM Youth League
Female trials concluded
at Women varsity: Prime
Minister  Youth  Sports
League Handball Female
Trials were held at Women
University Mardan. The
purpose of the trials was to
give an opportunity to
young female students in
the Mardan region to show-
case their talents in sports,
on Saturday.

Organizing  Secretary
Syed Khalid Jalal Shah was
also present on this occa-
sion. He said that sports
increase our positive activi-
ties. While appreciating the
HEC team, he said that this
league is a youth league,
the youth will win based on
determination and courage.
This activity was done with
the support of Directorate
of Sports Women
University Mardan,
Directorate  of  Sports
Hazara University
Mansehra and  Higher
Education Commission.
Mardan Women University
Vice Chancellor Professor
Dr. Ghazala Yasmin inau-

gurated the first day of
sports handball trial event,
addressing the young play-
ers on this occasion.

Vice Chancellor
Professor Ghazala Yasmin
said that we will try to
make this event a success
as well. should be organ-
ized and the best facilities
should be provided to the
female students coming
from Mardan region. She
further said that those
nations develop where
sports fields are settled. on
the first day. More than 45
female students registered
and gave trials on the
spot.The program was suc-
cessful due to the strong
participation and interest of
the students.

The second day's trial
was inaugurated by Miss
Asia, who 1is associated
with the women's wing of
the Mardan Board. On the
second day also a large
number of female students
were present and more than
30 female students partici-
pated in the trials. On the
second day of the event
held at the Mardan Board
Hall, selected talented play-
ers also participated in the
trials of the first day. 12
players from Mardan
region were selected in the
two-day trials. These
selected players will now
participate in the provincial
level competitions.

Water reserve in Mangla
Dam found constantly dries
following continual reduc-
tion of inflows due to inter-
mittent snowfall on the

upper reaches of the
Himalayan belt and conse-
quent unprecedented

decrease in flow of water in
the rivers, falling in the
reservoir — where the water
level has reduced to greater
extent so far.

According to official
sources, the water level in
Mangla dam, located in
Mirpur district of AJK, was
reported as 1156.80 feet on
Wednesday against maxi-
mum conservation level of
1242 feet with the live stor-
age capacity of 2.061 MAF
in the reservoir.

The water level in the
dam was gradually reduc-
ing furthermore, the official
sources said. As a result of
continual due inflow of
water during ongoing sea-
son, the water level in
Mangla Dam reservoir was
recorded as 1156.80 feet
after discharge of 85.20
feet of water from the
reservoir by Friday Jan 12,
2024. Mangla Dam stands
largest reservoir in terms of
water storage in the coun-
try, was filled to its maxi-
mum conservation capacity
of 1242 feet, on August 17,
this year as seasonal
impounding of the reser-
VOIr.

Farid Khan
kicks off
election drive

J
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AJK PM seeks world’s role
to help resolve IOK issue

MIRPUR (INP): Azad
Jammu Kashmir (AJK)
Prime Minister Chaudhry
Anwar ul Haq, while voic-
ing his serious concern over
the worsening political and
human rights situation in
the Indian-illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) state, urged upon
the international communi-
ty to play its due role to
help resolve the lingering
dispute without further loss
of time.

"The much-delayed
global Kashmir conflict has
been the main cause and
consequence of rights vio-
lations in the region," the
AJK Prime Minister said
while talking to the AJK
Muslim Conference chief
former Prime Minister of
AJ&K  Sardar  Atique
Ahmed Khan, who called
on him at Jammu Kashmir
House in the Federal
metropolis late Friday.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the PM said that the
situation in IIOJK has fur-
ther deteriorated since the
Modi government stripped
the region of its special sta-
tus. The Indian govern-
ment's unilateral move, he
said, was in violation of the
UNSC resolutions. He said
that the Indian Supreme
Court's verdict on 370 has
further compounded the

issue of Kashmir.

The PM said that the
Kashmiri people have nei-
ther accepted India's bel-
ligerent military occupation
nor do they accept the
biased verdict of the Indian
Supreme Court. He said
that the government of
Azad Kashmir would uti-
lize all available resources
to promote the Kashmiris'
just cause at the interna-
tional level, besides sensi-
tizing the world about the
early resolution of the
Kashmir issue in line with
the UNSC resolutions.

Referring to the recently
held conference in Kotli,
the PM said that the mas-
sive gathering held in sup-
port of Kashmiris' right to
self-determination was
organized against the back-
drop of the All Parties
Kashmir Conference,
which was attended by the
representatives of all the
political parties of Azad
Kashmir and the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
(APHC). Anwaar said that
besides highlighting the
Kashmir cause, the govern-
ment had stepped up its
efforts to establish good
governance and rule of law
in the state. He said that the
welfare of people was
among the government's
top priorities. Former

Prime Minister Sardar
Atique  Ahmed  Khan
assured the PM of his
party's full support to
strengthen Kashmir's ongo-
ing freedom struggle. He
also appreciated the good

F.P. Report

BANNU: Former Chairman
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Public Service Commission
(KPPSC)and retired senior
bureaucrat Faridullah Khan,
who gained fame from the
famous TV drama Angar
Wadi and Log, has started
an election campaign to try
his luck from National
Assembly  Constituency
NA-39 of Bannu, the people
of Bannu and the new gen-
eration.

To create better opportu-
nities in every sector includ-

governance initiatives

taken by the Prime

Minister.

Police diesel,
gasoline

F.P. Report

D I KHAN: Dera Police
seized 11075 liters of
diesel and gasoline on
Saturday as it intensified
crackdown against illegal
fuel agencies across the
district.

A spokesman of district
police said that in line
with directions of DPO
Abdul Rauf  Babar
Qaisrani, crackdown was
launched against illegal
fuel agencies across the
district. Cases were regis-
tered against 10 persons
involved in the business of|
illegal fuel in different
areas of the Dera Ismail
Khan.

The police also recov-
ered two fuel units, six
plastic tanks, and 98 plas-
tic canes and bottles dur-
ing the crackdown.

ing employment, it has been
decided to put the manifesto
in front of the people on
important points like health,
education, electricity and
gas. He has played an active
role in solving the problems
and now he is contesting the
elections in the spirit of
serving the backward native
district 1 in the real field. He
added that as Public Service
Commission Chairman and
Federal Secretary, he had
taken steps to solve the
problems faced by the peo-
ple of his district and to
solve the public projects
here. He said that we are not
convinced of the politics of
pressure pumps and streets,
nor the love of wealth and
positions in politics.

I have only come out in
the field for a better future
of our young generation
and the mission of ending
traditional politics and will
give priority to the people
of Bannu to solve the basic
problems at their

doorsteps.

General elections

Polling stations in Swabi,
Mardan declared sensitive

Anees Takar

MARDAN: Out of the total
1056 polling stations in
Mardan district 39% are
highly sensitive (416
polling stations), 37% are
sensitive (390 polling sta-
tions) and 24% are normal
(250 polling stations) while
in Swabi district, among
the 763 polling sta-
tions,10% are highly sensi-
tive (80 polling stations),
44% are sensitive (333
polling stations) and 46%
are normal (350 polling sta-
tions).

In preparation for the
upcoming general elections
in Mardan, the district has
diligently completed all
arrangements to ensure
peaceful and transparent
conduct. Among the 1056
polling stations in the dis-
trict, 416 are declared high-
ly sensitive, 390 sensitive,
and 250 normal. In Swabi
district, out of 763 polling
stations, 80 are highly sen-
sitive, 333 sensitive, and
350 normal.

Authorities are meticu-
lously considering the sen-
sitivity of various polling
stations on the election day.
The logistical plan for
delivering election materi-

als to polling stations has
been established by admin-
istrative and police authori-
ties. Control rooms at the
regional level are actively
monitoring election-related
affairs. To address short-
ages in staffing for polling
stations, relevant authori-
ties have been contacted.
Regional Police Officer for
Mardan, Muhammad
Suleman, emphasized that
comprehensive  security
measures have been imple-
mented in the districts of
Mardan, Swabi, Charsadda,
Nowshera, and Mohmand
to ensure safe elections.
The five districts have a
total of 3388 polling sta-
tions for the 10 National
Assembly and 25
Provincial Assembly seats.
Among 3388 polling sta-
tions, 1081 are declared
highly sensitive, 1288 sen-
sitive and 1019 are consid-
ered normal in these five
districts.

Each polling station's
sensitivity will guide the
security provided, aiming
to safeguard the electoral
process. Though challenges
persist, collaborative
efforts at various levels are
underway to address any

shortcomings. ~ Suleman
highlighted that a control
room is coordinating with
law enforcement agencies,
WAPDA, PTCL, Rescue
1122, Health Department,
and other relevant institu-
tions. Their representatives
will be present in the con-
trol room to play their roles
effectively in any emer-
gency situation.

There is an acknowl-
edged shortage of person-
nel, ongoing efforts aim to
rectify  this  situation.
Coordination with agencies
involved in enforcing law
and order, as well as
WAPDA, PTCL, Rescue
1122, Health, and other rel-
evant departments, is criti-
cal during the elections.
Ensuring continuous power
supply during and around
the election period is cru-
cial, and every effort is
being made to meet this
requirement. The impor-
tance of reliable informa-
tion reaching the public
cannot be overstated.
Authorities urged the media
to play a pivotal role in dis-
seminating accurate infor-
mation, contributing to the
success of peaceful and
secure elections.

QWP opposes
elections postponement

F.P. Report

CHARSADDA: Opposing
the calls for delaying the
polls, Qaumi Watan Party
(QWP) Chairman Aftab
Ahmad Khan Sherpao on
Saturday said that the gen-
eral election must be held
on its scheduled date to
enable the people to elect
their representatives.

Speaking at a gathering
of party workers in Sherpao
village in Charsadda dis-
trict, he opposed postpon-
ing the elections on the pre-
text of deteriorating law
and order and harsh weath-
er, adding that this would
further complicate the situ-
ation.

He maintained that elec-
tions were the only way to
bring political and econom-
ic stability to the country.

Aftab Sherpao said the
political parties should join
hands to help steer the
country out of the prevail-
ing crises.

He said after the polls,
the political parties should
work together to revive the
economy and improve the
worsening law and order.
Aftab Sherpao urged the
people to use their right to
vote in order to send their
representatives  to  the
assemblies so that they
could work for the uplift of
their areas. “We will spare
no effort to serve the peo-
ple,” he vowed. He said his
party had always served the
people as it believed in
working for the develop-
ment of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

Aftab Sherpao said the
voters must not fall for

catchy slogans and empty
pledges as opportunists
were once again out to
deceive them. He advised
the voters to check the track
record of the candidates
before voting for them.

He said that nobody
cared to raise voice for the
rights of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa facing finan-
cial crunch. He said all
uplift projects in KP were
placed on the backburner.
The QWP leader said the
PTI ruled KP for almost a
decade, but left the
province in dire financial
straits. He said the province
was buried under huge
loan. He said that experi-
ments with the political
system caused colossal loss
to the economy therefore
such practices should be
stopped.

ROs issue names of 226
eligible candidates for polls

F.P. Report

KHYBER: List of validly
nominated candidates for
one seat of National
Assembly  and  three
Provincial Assembly slots
in Khyber have been publi-
cized for public notice.
According to the
Returning Officer (RO) for
National Assembly seat
(NA-27) Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Haseeb-ur
—Rehman, 14 candidates
stayed in run for the contest
while eight candidates with-
drew their candidatures. In
the same way as per RO,
Landi Kotal for Provincial

Assembly seat (PK-69,
Khyberl) Irshad Mohmand
28 candidates will contest
for the slot while in PK-70,
Khyber 2,26 candidates will
compete in the upcoming
general election, RO,
Jamrud Aamer Zeb said.
Similarly, 25 candidates
for PK-71, Khyber 3, have
been confirmed by the RO,
Bara. All mainstream politi-
cal parties including
Pakistan Muslim League,
Nawaz (PML-N), Awami
National Party (ANP),
Pakistan People Party
(PPP), Jamaat-e-Islami (JI),
Jamiat Ullema-e-Islam
Fazal Rehman (JUI-F),

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), Mazloom Ullasi
Tehreek (MUT) scores of
independent  candidates
have fielded their candi-
dates to contest the up-com-
ing general election to be
schedule on 08, February,
2024.

It is to be stated here that
winner of NA seat in 2018
election, former Federal
Minister for Religious
Affairs in PTI government
Noor-Ul-Haq Qadri has
withdrawn his candidature
and the party ticket has
been issued to ex-parlia-
mentarian Igbal Afridi of
Bara.

One robber killed, another injured held

HYDERABAD (INP): One
robber was killed; another
injured and held after
exchange of fire with police
here on Saturday.
According to details, on
a tip-off the police
approached a two-member

gang of robbers engaged in
looting citizens near Pakka
Qila area of Hyderabad.
Upon sight of police, the
robbers started firing and
attempted to flee from the
scene.

In retaliatory firing of

police, one robber was
killed and another injured
and held by police. The
body and injured robber
were shifted to hospital.
The detainee and killed
robber were wanted in vari-
ous criminal cases.




KYIV (Reuters): Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said he was
more positive now than he was last
month that his country will secure
new financial aid from the United

States.
But there was no indication in
Washington that Congressional

approval for an aid package proposed
by the White House would be forth-
coming anytime soon. "I am viewing
this with more positivity than in
December, I think we will (get it),"
Zelenskiy told a news conference in
Kyiv.

Zelenskiy later referred again to
the need for Congressional approval
to meet the needs of Ukraine's war
against Russia, saying the issue had
been discussed with the visiting US
representative for Ukraine’s econom-
ic recovery, Penny Pritzker. "We dis-
cussed in detail the steps needed for
financial stability," Zelenskiy said in
his nightly video address.

"We eagerly await the decisions of
the Congress regarding further sup-
port for Ukraine -- support that is not
only significant for us, but also for
every state whose stability depends
on the strength of international law."
White House national security
spokesperson John Kirby said that
US assistance for Ukraine had
stopped, as negotiations continued
over an aid package that could be tied
to an overhaul of border security
measures. US President Joe Biden's
request for more military aid for
Ukraine has been stalled in the
Congress for months, as opposition
Republicans have refused to consider

any legislation unless it is tied to the
immigration issue. There has been no
indication that the Senate or House of
Representatives will vote on assis-
tance for Kyiv any time soon, despite
weeks of talks trying to break the
impasse. Zelenskiy visited
Washington last month with the hope
of persuading Congress to proceed
quickly with approval, but came
away with no such commitment.

Meanwhile, rows of white con-
crete barricades and coils of razor
wire stretch across an open field for
more than a kilometre. Trenches with
rudimentary living quarters are being
dug under cover of darkness. Artillery
rumbles not far away.

New defensive lines visited by
Reuters near the northeastern city of
Kupiansk on Dec. 28 show how
Ukraine has stepped up construction
of fortifications in recent months as it
shifts its military operations against
Russia to a more defensive footing.
The defences, which bear some simi-
larities to those rolled out in the
Russian-occupied south and east, aim
to help Ukraine weather assaults
while regenerating its forces as
Moscow takes the battlefield initia-
tive, military analysts said.

"As soon as the troops are moving,
traversing fields, you can do without
fortifications. But when the troops
stop, you need to immediately dig
into the ground,” a Ukrainian army
engineer with the call sign Lynx told
Reuters near Kupiansk. President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy announced that
Ukraine was "significantly enhanc-
ing" fortifications on Nov. 28 after a

counteroffensive that it launched in
June was unable to rapidly punch
through Russian lines.

Kyiv says it is unswayed in its
ambition to retake all remaining
occupied territory, but for now is
focused on politically sensitive con-
scription reforms to replenish man-
power and on addressing artillery
shortages at the front. Russia has
been ramping up offensive pressure
around eastern towns such as
Kupiansk, Lyman and Avdiivka, and
no longer needs to hold back its
reserve troops for fear of a possible
Ukrainian breakthrough, the military
analysts said.

Zelenskiy said Ukraine's defensive
constructions needed to be boosted
and work on them accelerated around
the three towns, in eastern parts of the
Donetsk region, and in the regions of
Kharkiv, Sumy, Chernihiv, Kyiv,
Rivne and Volyn. Those regions
stretch all the way up from Ukraine's
east, along the border with Russia and
Belarus, to its western ally Poland.
Zelenskiy said the southern Kherson
region, a swathe of which is still
occupied, would also be reinforced.

There is no publicly available data
for the intensity or scale of the fortifi-
cation construction. Ukraine has had
defensive lines in some areas of the
eastern Donbas region since 2014,
when Russia backed militants who
seized territory. It has been heavily
dug in at places such as Avdiivka
throughout the full-scale invasion.

Stronger fortifications would slow
down Russian troops and suck fewer
Ukrainian forces into defence, freeing

them up from the front so they could,
for instance, receive more training,
said Jack Watling, senior research fel-
low for land warfare at the Royal
United Services Institute. "The
Ukrainians are now shifting onto a
defensive posture because their offen-
sive has culminated," he said in a
telephone interview, adding that
Russia had retaken the initiative on
the battlefield and was able to choose
where to attack.

With Ukrainian artillery ammuni-
tion stocks declining, the rate of
Russian casualties was falling, mak-
ing it easier for Moscow to generate
new units, which in time could allow
them to open up new lines of attack,
he added. "On the Ukrainian side,
they are trying to minimise their own
casualties, but also regenerate offen-
sive combat power," said Watling.

He said fortifications could also be
used to defend Ukraine's flanks when
it goes back on the offensive. Reuters
reporters visited trenches being dug
with an excavator and shovels at an
undisclosed location in the Chernihiv
region near the Russian border.

"When the civilians have done
their job (building the positions), we
will densely mine it," Serhiy Nayeyv,
Ukraine's joint forces commander
who oversees the northern military
sector, told reporters at the site. The
military has expanded its defensive
fortifications in the north by 63% in
the last few months, Ukraine's joint
forces quoted Nayev as saying.

Last month, Reuters reporters vis-
ited newly built Ukrainian trenches in
Chornobyl near the border with

Belarus, a Russian ally used by
Moscow as a staging ground for the
February 2022 invasion. A large mili-
tary engineering vehicle churned
through the snowy ground as it
carved out a wide anti-tank ditch.

"(The works are ongoing) along
the whole Northern Operational
Zone. These works are currently
underway in Sumy region, Chernihiv
region, here in the Kyiv direction,"
Nayev said at the site. "Concrete
structures, barbed wire, ... 'dragon's
teeth' (concrete barricades)...; they
will be mined and barbed wire will be
put on them. This will be a continu-
ous concrete obstacle for armoured
vehicles," he said.

Near Kupiansk, Ukraine's military
showed Reuters reporters newly built
defensive lines, but said the exact
location could not be disclosed pub-

licly for security reasons. A military
engineer using the call sign "Lizard"
said they typically put down the
"dragon's teeth" first, followed by
coils of razor wire and then mines, if
they use them.

"I believe most of these barriers
should have been built much earlier,
probably in the spring. It takes too
much time," he said. Several hundred
metres behind the "dragon's teeth",
work was underway to expand a net-
work of personnel trenches rein-
forced with wooden beams where
there were also living quarters and
wooden bunk beds. Lynx, the other
serviceman, said Ukraine was trying
to minimise the use of mines for its
fortifications to avoid leaving danger-
ous munitions on its territory. "This is
our land. We wouldn't want to litter it
so much," he said.

Syria extends aid deliveries
via Turkey for six months

BEIRUT (Reuters): The
Syrian government has
extended its approval for
humanitarian aid to be
delivered to rebel-held
parts of the country's north-
west through a border
crossing with Turkey for
another six months.

The United Nations had
been using the Bab al-
Hawa  crossing  from
Turkey to deliver aid to
millions in northwest Syria
since 2014 with authoriza-
tion from the UN Security
Council. That expired in
mid-2023 after the 15-
member body failed to
reach an agreement to
extend it, and the Syrian

government then said the
UN could continue using
the Bab al-Hawa crossing
for another six months.

In a diplomatic note seen
by Reuters and dated,
Syria's mission to the
United  Nations  said
Damascus would "extend
its permission granted to
the United Nations (UN) to
use Bab al-Hawa crossing
to deliver humanitarian
assistance to the North-
West of Syria for an addi-
tional period of six months
until 13 July 2024".
Damascus has also allowed
the UN to send aid through
two other Turkish crossings
after an earthquake killed

more than 50,000 people in
Turkey and Syria last year.
That authorization is set to
expire on Feb. 13.

Turkey has been seeking
renewals to both sets of
authorizations as interest
levels and funding priori-
ties have hampered the aid
response. Millions of peo-
ple in the rebel-held north-
west rely on aid deliveries
through Turkey for access
to food, medicine and other
basic needs. After nearly 13
years of conflict, many
across the country are liv-
ing in their most dire eco-
nomic conditions yet, with
nine out of 10 Syrians liv-
ing under the poverty line.

Hundreds gather to
honor renowned poet

KYIV (AP): Hundreds of
people attended a ceremony
honoring the memory of
renowned Ukrainian poet
Maksym Kryvtsov, who
was killed in action while
serving as a soldier in the
war Russia started in
Ukraine nearly two years
ago.

A large crowd gathered
in the courtyard of Kyiv’s
St.  Michael’s Golden-
Domed Monastery, where
ceremonies are often held
to honor soldiers killed in
the war. People brought
flowers adorned with blue
and yellow ribbons — the
colors of the Ukrainian flag
— and patiently queued up
to enter the monastery and
pay their respects. A funer-
al was scheduled to be held
in Kryvtsov's hometown of
Rivne.

Among those attending
the memorial service were
many fellow soldiers,
including some who had
served with Kryvtsov since
2014. “He became a war-
rior right away, but he was
very kind,” said a soldier
who asked to be identified
by his military call sign
Grandpa. He said he finds it
difficult to speak about
Kryvtsov, saying that it
feels like “a piece of the
heart has been torn out.”

“He did not die,"
Grandpa added. “We just
gained another guardian
angel. He will always be
with us.” Kryvtsov was
killed on Jan. 7 by artillery
fire in the Kupiansk area of
the Kharkiv region — one
of the key fronts in
Moscow’s winter offensive.
He was an active partici-
pant in the Revolution of
Dignity, the uprising that
unleashed a decade of
momentous change for
Ukraine, and joined the
army in 2014 after Russia
illegally annexed Ukraine’s
Crimea peninsula. Several
years later, he took a break
from the war and focused
on civil activities, including
poetry.

His first and last book,
“Poems from the
Loophole,” published in
2023, received a warm
reception and high praise
within Ukraine’s cultural
community. The published
poems primarily reflect on
the harsh reality imposed
by the war. With the onset
of Russia’s invasion in
2022, Kryvtsov had re-
enlisted.

The Ukrainian chapter of
the International
Association  of  Poets,
Playwrights, Editors,
Essayists, and Novelists, or
PEN, included his book on
its list of the best books of
2023. Earlier, Kryvtsov's
poems were also featured in
collections with the works
of other poets. The print run
of the book has already
been swept from the
shelves of bookstores.
Kryvtsov's death sparked a
broad reaction on social
media, where his poetry
went viral for several days
following his passing.
Many drew parallels with
Ukrainian cultural figures
killed during the Soviet
repression of artists of the
1920s and early 1930s,
known in Ukrainian history

as the “Executed
Renaissance.”
“They kill our artists and

then laugh in our faces,”
wrote Ukrainian composer
Yana Yaschuk on
Facebook. An assessment
by the Ukrainian PEN
found that 95 people in
artistic professions have
been killed in the war as of
December 2023. Among
them are actors, painters,
sculptors, linguists, histori-
ans and others. PEN noted
that the actual number
could be higher.

Award-winning
Ukrainian writer Viktoria
Amelina was killed in a
deadly Russian missile
attack on a popular restau-
rant in Kramatorsk in the
Donetsk region in July of
last year. Many fans of
Kryvtsov’s poetry also
attended the memorial,
some holding his book in
their hands. As the casket
was carried out of the
monastery, attendees in the
crowded courtyard knelt to
bid him farewell. An air
raid siren announcing a
possible missile threat went
off but people continued to
kneel, holding flowers and
flags.

The crowd then proceed-
ed to Kyiv’s central square,
where the second part of
the memorial service was to
take place. The movement
was accompanied by an old
recording of Kryvtsov’s
voice reading his poetry.
People on the streets
stopped and some burst into
tears as the column, led by
the poet’s body, passed by.
At the central
Independence Square, peo-

ple took turns approaching
the public microphone,
sharing their memories
related to Kryvtsov, and
urging people to preserve
his memory and creative
legacy for future genera-
tions.

Poet, volunteer and com-
bat medic Olena
Herasymiuk, who was a
close friend of Kryvtsov,
said he “left behind a colos-
sal height of poetry.” “He
left us not just his poems
and testimonies of the era
but his most powerful
weapon,  unique  and
innate,” she said. “It’s the
kind of weapon that hits not
a territory or an enemy but
strikes at the human mind
and soul.”

Danish appeals
court upholds
prison sentences
for separatists

COPENHAGEN (AP): A
Danish  appeals  court
upheld the sentences of]
three members of an Iranian
separatist group convicted
of promoting terror in Iran
and gathering information
for an unnamed Saudi intel-
ligence service.

The three had been con-
victed and sentenced in a
lower court in 2022 to six,
seven and eight years in
prison, respectively. They
will be expelled from Den-
mark for good, the Eastern
High Court in Copenhagen
ruled. The appeals court did
not release the men's names.
They will serve their time in
Danish prisons but it was
unclear when they would be
expelled.

The three were arrested
in February 2020 in the
town of Ringsted, 60 kilo-
meters (40 miles) southwest
of the Danish capital of]
Copenhagen, and subse-
quently convicted of pro-
moting terror for their roles
in a deadly attack on a mili-
tary parade in the south-
western Iranian city of]
Ahvaz in September 2018.
The Eastern Court found
that the men belonged to the
Arab Struggle Movement
for the Liberation of Ahvaz,
and had been gathering
information about individu-
als and organizations in
Denmark and abroad, as
well as on Iranian military
affairs, and passing it on to
Saudi intelligence.

Vietnam
Jjails two
ex-ministers

HANOI (Reuters): A court in
Vietnam jailed two former
cabinet ministers and found
dozens of officials guilty of
bribery and mismanagement
for their roles in a coron-
avirus test kit scandal, the
ministry of public security
said.

Former Health Minister
Nguyen Thanh Long was
sentenced to 18 years in
prison for taking bribes
worth $2.25 million, while
Chu Ngoc Anh, former sci-
ence and technology minis-
ter, was jailed for three years
for mismanagement, the
security ministry said in a
statement. At the heart of the
scandal was a private med-
ical firm called Viet A
Technology Corp, which was
accused of colluding with
officials to produce coron-
avirus test kits for the state
health system that were sold
at inflated prices.

"I was wrong, I am sorry,"
Long was quoted by Phap
Luat Online newspaper as
saying at the trial. Reuters
could not immediately reach
Long's lawyers for comment.
The verdicts comes as
Vietnam intensifies its years-
long anti-graft campaign that
has seen hundreds of senior
officials investigated for cor-
ruption, with many forced to
quit, including former presi-
dent and premier Nguyen
Xuan Phuc and two deputy
prime ministers. Viet A
founder and chief executive
Phan Quoc Viet was given a
29-year sentence at the week-
long trial, in addition to a 25-
year term handed down in a
separate  trial in late
December, it added. Viet A
had sold 4.5 million COVID-
19 test kits in Vietnam during
the pandemic at prices three
times higher than their real
cost and had illegally gener-
ated 1.23 trillion dong
($50.25 million), the ministry
said. The court also handed
down sentences ranging
from 18 months of probation
to 15 years in prison term to
35 others, mostly disease
control officials in cities and
provinces for their involve-
ment in the scandal, the min-
istry said.

Flooding

L

in Congo
BRAZZAVILLE, Republic
of Congo (AP): Widespread
floods in the Republic of
Congo have pushed hun-
dreds of thousands of people
to be in urgent need of assis-
tance, said the United
Nations.

Unusually heavy rainfall
has caused nine of the coun-
tries 12 departments to be
affected with floods damag-
ing health facilities and
schools and submerging
farmland, said the World
Health Organization in a
statement.  More  than
330,000 people have been
impacted. “WHO is commit-
ted to supporting the govern-
ment to ramp up emergency
response to save lives and
ensure access to critical basic
services,” said Lucien
Manga, a representative in
the Republic of Congo for
the organization. The rainfall
is twice the average of what
was recorded between 2022
and 2023 and the floods have
destroyed or damaged 34
health facilities, 120 schools
and more than 64, 000 hous-
es, it said.

North Korea to welcome
Russian tourists in February

SEOUL (AP): Russian tourists
reportedly going on a ski trip to North
Korea will be the first international
travelers to visit the country since
border closings in January 2020 amid
the global pandemic lockdown.

The tour, published by the Russian
state-run Tass news agency and
advertised by a Russian tour agency
this week, underscores deepening
cooperation between Moscow and
Pyongyang. It follows the meeting
last September between North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un and
Russian President Vladimir Putin at a
cosmodrome in Russia’s Far East.
The trip scheduled for February was a
surprise to Asia observers, who had
expected the first post-pandemic
tourists to North Korea to come from
China, the North’s biggest diplomatic
ally and economic pipeline.

The webpage of the tour agency,
Vostok Intur, says the four-day trip is
to start on Feb. 9. According to a
Tass report, an unspecified number
of tourists from Russia's far eastern
region of Primorye will first fly to
the  North  Korean  capital,
Pyongyang, where they will visit
monuments such as the “Tower of
Juche Idea,” named after the North’s
guiding philosophy of “juche” or
self-reliance. The tourists will then
travel on to the North’s Masik Pass
on the east coast, where the coun-
try’s most modern ski resort is locat-
ed, Tass said.

“In (Masik Pass), you will find
yourself in a real paradise for winter
sports lovers!" the blurb of the tour
agency gushes. “Here you will find
incredible slopes with different levels
of difficulty that will satisfy the needs
of both experienced skiers and begin-
ners.” Tass said the trip was arranged
under an agreement reached between

Oleg Kozhemyako, governor of the
Primorye region, and North Korean
authorities.

Kozhemyako traveled to
Pyongyang in December for talks on
boosting economic ties as part of a
flurry of bilateral exchanges since the
Kim-Putin summit. Ahead of the trip,
he told Russian media he expected to
discuss tourism, agriculture and trade
cooperation. The expanding ties
between North Korea and Russia
come as they are locked in separate
confrontations with the United States
and its allies — North Korea for its
advancing nuclear program and
Russia for its protracted war with
Ukraine. The Kim-Putin summit
deepened outside belief that North
Korea is supplying conventional arms
to Russia for its war in Ukraine, in
return for high-tech Russian weapons
technologies and other support.

North Korea has been slowly eas-
ing pandemic-era curbs and opening
its international borders as part of its
efforts to revive its economy devas-
tated by the lockdown and persistent
US-led sanctions.

In August, South Korea’s spy
service told lawmakers that North
Korea’s economy shrank each year
from 2020 to 2022 and that its gross
domestic product last year was 12%
less than in 2016. “For North Korea,
tourism is the easiest way to earn
foreign currency under the interna-
tional sanctions regime,” said Koh
Yu-hwan, former president of
Seoul’s Korea Institute for National
Unification. He said he expects
Pyongyang to eventually also open
North Korea to Chinese tourists.

Lim Eul-chul, a professor at
Kyungnam University’s Institute for
Far Eastern Studies in Seoul, said that
North Korea's receiving Russian

tourists before Chinese ones proves
again Kim Jong Un is focusing on
bolstering partnerships with Russia.
He said North Korea and Russia are
expected to expand their cooperation
in other sectors.

But the resumption of Chinese
travels will still likely serve as a
much bigger source of revenues as
they accounted for about 90% of the
total international tourists to North
Korea before the pandemic. In 2019,
a record number of about 300,000
foreign tourists visited North Korea,
resulting in North Korea earning
between $90 million and $150 mil-
lion, experts say.

“Visitors from Russia are unlikely
to be as financially lucrative for
North Korea as the return of more
numerous visitors from China,” Leif-
Eric Easley, a professor at Ewha
University in Seoul, said. “But the
domestic political risk is relatively
low while providing symbolism of
revitalized relations with Moscow in
line with Pyongyang’s current geopo-
litical narrative." The package for the
upcoming Russian tour costs $750
per person, according to Tass and the
tour agency.

It's still unclear how fast North
Korea will expand its international
tourism as Kim is tightening control
of his 26 million people in the face of
economic hardships and security ten-
sions with the United States. North
Korea, a country with poor public
health infrastructure, likely remains
wary of infectious diseases as well,
observers say. Lim said North Korea
will likely further open its borders in
“a considerably limited and gradual
manner.” “For the Kim regime, inter-
national tourists risk ideological pol-
lution as much as they promise eco-
nomic benefits,” Easley added.

Trucker involved in crash wants license
back while awaiting deportation

CONCORD, N.H. (AP): A commer-
cial truck driver from Ukraine who
faces a deportation order is trying to
get his driving privileges back now
that he's been acquitted of causing the
deaths of seven motorcyclists in New
Hampshire.

“I would like to request a hearing
to get my license back,” Volodymyr
Zhukovskyy, 28, wrote to the New
Hampshire Department of Safety in
September, according to records
obtained by The Associated Press
under the state's open records law.

Zhukovskyy awaits a state admin-
istrative hearing on the license
request as he deals with an unre-
solved drunken driving charge in
Connecticut, where he was arrested a
month before the crash in New
Hampshire. He rejected a plea deal in
that case, according to court records.
The 2022 manslaughter acquittal
drew strong comments from Gov.
Chris Sununu, who said the seven
bikers “did not receive justice,” and
from Attorney General John
Formella, who said he believed the
state proved its case.

Prosecutors argued that
Zhukovskyy — who had taken hero-
in, fentanyl and cocaine on the day of
the crash — repeatedly swerved back
and forth before the collision and told
police he caused it. But a judge dis-
missed eight impairment charges and
his attorneys said the lead biker was
drunk and not looking where he was
going when he lost control of his
motorcycle and slid in front of
Zhukovskyy’s truck. The jury found
him not guilty of multiple
manslaughter and negligent homicide
counts stemming from the June 21,
2019, collision in Randolph, New
Hampshire. The crash killed seven
members of the Jarheads Motorcycle
Club, an organization of Marine
Corps veterans and their spouses in

New England.

Zhukovskyy's license was sus-
pended automatically following his
arrest, and US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement detained him
after the verdict, citing previous con-
victions of drug possession, driving
with a suspended license, furnishing
false information and larceny.
Zhukovskyy was taken from a New
Hampshire county jail to a federal
detention facility in Pennsylvania.
Zhukovskyy’s immigration attorney
asked for asylum for his client, who
came to the US from Ukraine when
he was 10 years old and had perma-
nent residency status. A judge ordered
Zhukovskyy's  deportation  last
February and there is no record of an
appeal in the case, according to the
Executive Office for Immigration
Review.

But it's unclear under how he
could be sent to a country at war with
Russia. The US has paused repatria-
tion flights to Ukraine and authorized
Temporary Protected Status for quali-
fied Ukrainians. Details of the judge’s
decision have not been made public.
Zhukovskyy was released from the
Pennsylvania facility in April under
an order of supervision, according to
detention and immigration officials.
That type of order allows immigrants
to live and work in the US, so long as
they meet regularly with ICE repre-
sentatives and agree to follow specif-
ic conditions.

Zhukovskyy, who has pleaded not
guilty to Connecticut charge, has not
responded to requests from The
Associated Press for an interview.
The administrative hearing on his
driving privileges has been postponed
at least twice. Restoration would
depend largely on  whether
Zhukovskyy “materially contributed”
to the crash, said Earle Wingate, the
lawyer representing him. He said he

wanted Zhukovskyy to appear in per-
son, but the prosecutor was granted a
request for Zhukovskyy to appear by
video, citing safety concerns.

“The motor vehicle crash has been
high-profile and has affected an inor-
dinate number of family and friends
of the victims and stands to reason to
be at the root of elevated emotions for
all,” prosecutor Stephen Kace said in
his motion. Wingate agreed that “the
emotions could run high,” but noted
that security was maintained during
Zhukovskyy's trial.

Russian
opposition activist
placed in custody

MOSCOW (AP): A Russian left-
wing opposition activist who criti-
cized the Kremlin but backed the
war in Ukraine was ordered to
remain in custody pending his trial
on charges linked to his online com-
ment.

Moscow's Basmanny District
Court ruled to keep Sergei Udaltsov
in custody until Feb. 15 on charges
of “justifying terrorism" as the
probe is continuing. Udaltsov said
the accusations relate to his posts in
support of members of a Marxist
group who were arrested for creat-
ing a “terrorist community” in the
city of Ufa, about 1,400 kilometers
(870 miles) east of Moscow. He
could face five years in prison if
convicted. Speaking during hearing,
Udaltsov rejected the charges as
“ravings” before the judge closed
the hearings to the public at the
request of prosecutors who argued
the case materials were sensitive,
according to the state Tass and RIA-
Novosti news agencies.
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Is the Gaza

war turning
global?

HE US and UK militaries carried out over a dozen

I strikes on Houthi targets in mainland Yemen late

Thursday, marking the second response to attacks
carried out by the Iran-backed group in the Red Sea. The
US miilitary used fighter jets, warships and a submarine
for conducting the retaliatory attacks on multiple targets,
associated with the Houthis' unmanned aerial vehicle,
ballistic and cruise missile, and coastal radar and air sur-
veillance capabilities. US Secretary of Defense Llyod
Austin defined this comprehensive invasion against a for-
eign state as the US's right to self-defense and vowed to
take follow-on actions to protect US forces if necessary.
According to the details, the attack was conducted with
crucial support from several countries including the
United Kingdom, Australia, Bahrain, Canada, and the
Netherlands.

After the Tel Aviv unjust and unparrallel assault on Gaza
following the October 7 attacks, there were wideranging
apprehensions among the global community, about a possi-
ble spill over of the Israel's brutal actions in Gaza and the
West Bank. The global community feared that the Gaza con-
flict could spread into wider Middle East and North African
region (MENA) because regional Arab states, and the armed
militant groups can respond to Israeli shelling and indiscrim-
inate bombardment against innocent Palestinian that could
spark a global conflict in the region. The Gaza war shortly
inflamed the Israel-Lebanon border while several pro-Hamas
several militant groups started targeting Israeli and western
interests in the region and beyond while Yemen Houthis
launched a flurry of missile and drone attacks on merchant
vessels with Israeli flag. Weeks ago, the US-led pro-Israel
western alliance set up a multinational naval task force aimed
at protecting sea lines of communiation in the Red Sea and
adjoining waters while multiple encounters between Houthi
fighters and US Navy occured in the Red Sea in recent days
that resulted in killings of several Houthi fighters and boats
wreackages. Over the past weeks, the tension remained high
in the Middle East and the adjoining waters including the Red
Sea, the Gulf of Aden, and the Gulf of Oman, the Arabian Sea
and the Indian Ocean because dozens of warships, aircraft
careers and submarines from regional and extra regional
countries amassed in the area, turning this region into a most
militarized zone in the world.

The recent strikes of the US-led coalition violated the
soverignity of an independent and free state, caused grave
violation of the international law and the UN Charter. That
unilateral and unlawful action seriously disturbed the global
order and attracted a worldwide outrage against the United
States and allies. The US again targeted Houthis' military
installations on Saturday while Houthis leadership sworned a
befitting retialation against the enemies. The geopolitical and
security sitaution sharply deteriorating in the Middle East
while a huge and surprise attack likely to be launched againts
western interests by the Houthi militia any time that could
escalate a widescale conflict in the area.

It is high time that Israel and its western allies pause their
hostility, give a chance to diplomacy and move toward a
ceasefire and permanent truce in Gaza otherwise the ongoing
conflict will turn into a global war that will destroy the world
peace and equally effect all competing nations. The United
Nations and the global community must not spare a moment
in initiating negotiations and striking a peace deal to restore
peace and stability, until it gets late, the war, fire and hostili-
ty destroy each and every thing.

KP’s digital
dashboard

HE caretaker Chief Minister KP, Justice (R)

I Syed Arshad Hussain Shah inaguarated the KP

Digital Dashboard under the Khushal Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Initiative for real time monitoring of
provincial departments functioning, and public service
delivery at district and divisional levels. According to
the details, the Digital Dashboard will enable the
provincial authorities to monitor public service deliv-
ery and the performance of provincial departments in
realtime situation through various centres spread
across the province along with assessing district admin-
istrations and police department through Khushal
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa dashboard on daily basis.

The KP government is making concerted efforts to
improve governance, to expedite public service delivery
and establish a strict monitoring and accountablity mecha-
nism for the provicnial deparments to enhance their per-
formance and curb menace of corruption in government
departments including Police, Revenue, Health and
Education sectors, local administration and works depart-
ment. So, people get their rights without any delay and
extra charges, all basic services be provided at their
doorsteps unhinderedly. The provincial government has
identified 27 key performance indicators (KPIS) including
Blocked Khewats, Demarcation Cases, Pending Mutation
cases, revenue collection and retrieval of state land in
administration sector while nine KPIS including actions
against drug peddlers, street crimes, murders and theft
cases have been identified for Police Department to set
standards and reslove issues at the initial stage.
Departmental and social problems, regualtion of profes-
sions and jobs categories will be address in the second
phase to streamline governance, curb corruption and
improve service delivery of the government entities.

Historically, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province always
took a lead among the all federating units in the field of
public service delivery, the rule of the law and social wel-
being of the masses througouth the past. Whilst, the incub-
ment provincial government maintained this tradition in
acheiving another milestone by launching Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Digital Dashboard that will bring a revolu-
tion in the province if implemented in true letter and spir-
it. Unfortunatley, the things get worst and face unproduc-
tiveness after change of political government or senior
hierarchy that lost national resources, futile efforts and
hardwork of the leaders. Therefore, the provincial govern-
ment must set up such a mechanism that ensures continua-
tion of political oversight and involvement of the top level
bureaucracy to keep this mechansim efficient, viable and
productive throughout in the long run.

Pukh Toohs@gmail com)

Israel’s legal illegality

HE International

I Court of Justice

(ICJ) is holding its
first hearing in the pro-
ceedings brought by South
Africa against Israel on
January 11 and 12. In the
application submitted on
December 29, the South
African government
argued that the way Israel
is conducting its war in
Gaza is genocidal in
nature, and therefore it is
in violation of its obliga-
tions under the Conve-
ntion on the Prevention
and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide.

The Statute of the ICJ
allows state parties to
choose a person to sit as
judge ad hoc if the state
does not have a judge of its
nationality when the court is
dealing with a case to which
they are a party. Both states
chose to appoint their own
judge ad hoc. South Africa
selected former Deputy
Chief Justice Dikgang
Moseneke, while Israel
went for its former Supreme
Court President Aharon
Barak. It comes as no sur-
prise that the decision to
appoint Barak attracted
praise from many quarters.
The 87-year-old sat as a
judge at the Supreme Court
for 28 years, 11 of which as
its president. His career as a
judge was preceded by a
three-year stint as the attor-
ney general of Israel (1975-
78) and a distinguished aca-
demic career at the Hebrew
University.

A prolific writer with an
international reputation, he
has been a sought-after
speaker at  prestigious
Western universities and
international forums. Part of
his attraction 1is that,
throughout his career, he
successfully built a reputa-
tion as a Western liberal
jurist trying to promote the
rule of law and human rights
despite the challenges of
being in a "rough part of the
world". This carefully culti-
vated image and his aca-
demic pedigree, in combina-
tion with his history as a
Holocaust survivor, have
bestowed on him the air of a
larger-than-life figure, a sort
of fearless human rights
champion.

Barak will be sitting as a
judge in a case in which
South Africa will contest the
legality of the way Israel is
waging its brutal war
against the Palestinians, an
area in which he has ample
experience. After all, the
Supreme Court of Israel was
the final arbiter of the legal-
ity of Israeli practices since
the occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza in 1967. His
appointment as judge ad hoc
is a good opportunity to
revisit his and the court's
record and how it shaped
Israel's application of inter-
national law. One of the
thorniest issues that Barak
dealt with as attorney gener-
al and Supreme Court judge
was Israeli settlements in
the West Bank and Gaza.
Despite the almost wall-to-
wall consensus on the ille-
gality of Israeli settlements,
and the long list of interna-
tional law authorities, which
include United Nations
Security Council resolu-
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tions, UN General
Assembly resolutions and
one ICJ opinion, the
Supreme Court ruled in
1993 that settlements are
"non-justiciable". This
means that the court refused
to discuss their legality
under international law.

The court tempered some
of the excesses of the settle-
ment project, mainly to
avoid a situation of total
lawlessness and chaos,
which could undermine
government policy and
make it harder to defend set-
tlements  internationally.
However, the rules that the
court set out served more
than anything to legitimate
the whole settlement proj-
ect. The result is that the set-
tler population ballooned
from a few thousand in 1975
to 700,000 in 2023. A simi-
lar pattern could be identi-
fied in the cases related to
the wall that Israel built in
the West Bank. In 2004, the
ICJ issued an advisory opin-
ion declaring that the wall
was illegal because it vio-
lates the human rights of the
Palestinian people, includ-
ing the right to self-determi-
nation. But Barak begged to
differ.

Under his leadership, the
court provided the legal
stamp of approval despite
the fact that the wall snakes
throughout the West Bank,
cutting off Palestinians from
their lands and significantly
restricting their movement.
While a few legal chal-
lenges were successful in
bringing  about  minor
changes to the route because
their violation of the rights
of the local population was
disproportionate, these rul-
ings ignored some impor-
tant principles of interna-
tional law. The result is that
the whole project of the
wall, which slices through
villages and neighbour-
hoods, was legitimated by
the court. Under Barak, the
Supreme Court also contin-
ued rubber-stamping the
savage practice of punitive
home demolition. First
introduced by the British in
the Second Boer War (1899-
1902) in South Africa, this
practice was imported by
the British Mandate authori-
ties in an effort to subdue
the Arab Revolt in Palestine

(1936-39).
The legal basis for this
practice was abrogated

when Jordan controlled the
West Bank between 1948
and 1967, but after it occu-
pied the territories, Israel
resurrected the colonial leg-
islation and has used it
extensively against the fam-
ilies of Palestinians suspect-
ed of being active in resist-
ing the occupation. The
Supreme Court repeatedly
rejected the argument that
this practice is illegal under
international law because it
violates the Geneva
Convention prohibition on
collective punishment.
While there were some dis-
senting views in the court
because of the draconian
nature of this practice, under
Barak's leadership, it was
approved, denying that it
was punitive and presenting
it as an administrative meas-

ure intended to promote
security through deterrence.

In a small number of
cases, the court decided that
demolition is disproportion-
ate and opted for sealing
part of the house, but in
principle, it never chal-
lenged this practice despite
its manifest illegality under
international law. Again,
Barak's role was to make
legal what went against
legal norms. The ruling on
the use of torture is probably
the case that best exempli-
fies Barak's approach of
controlling the excesses in
order to legitimate and save
what is manifestly illegal
under international law. The
prohibition of torture under
international law is
absolute. It has attained the
status of jus cogens - a fun-
damental principle of inter-
national law that applies in
times of war and peace and
under all circumstances. Not
so according to Barak.

In a 1999 ruling, the
Supreme Court upheld the
principle of the prohibition
of torture, but this prohibi-
tion was not absolute. Under
Barak's guidance, it left the
door open for the use of tor-
ture, or as it was euphuisti-
cally called "physical inves-
tigation means", in situa-
tions of a "ticking time-
bomb". In such cases, the
interrogators would not be
held liable. He effectively
introduced the prohibition
and the loophole to circum-
vent it at the same time.
While there was a marked
decrease in cases of torture
following this case, the
backdoor that Barak intro-
duced turned into a gate.
Cases of torture increased
significantly within a few
years, and it was a wide-
spread practice against
Palestinian political prison-
ers even before the October
7 attacks. Human rights
organisations documented
cases of sexual violence as
torture and torture that led to
death. None of those who
practised torture was ever
prosecuted.

Another example of
Barak's cavalier approach to
international law is the case
of Mubarak Awad. Like
other  Palestinians  in
Jerusalem, Awad was given
a permanent resident status
according to Israeli law after
1967. After spending some
years in the United States,
he returned home and start-
ed the Palestinian Centre for
the Study of Nonviolence in
1983 to promote nonviolent
resistance to the occupation.
Awad's activism drew the
ire of the Israeli govern-
ment, which decided in
1988 to deport him despite
the fact that he was born in
Jerusalem and held a perma-
nent resident status before
travelling to study in the US.

The Supreme Court dis-
missed Awad's legal chal-
lenge and rejected the rele-
vance of international law
which clearly prohibits the
deportation of the popula-
tion of an occupied territory.
Barak wrote the decision of
the court in which the two
other judges concurred.
Applying Israeli law, he
stated that Awad's resident

status had expired and he
had no right to remain in his
homeland. The Israeli gov-
ernment used this precedent
to invalidate the Jerusalem
resident status of thousands
of Palestinians in Jerusalem.
This legal framework,
which treats the native
Palestinian population as
migrants, is still being used
today, and it severely cur-
tails  the  ability of
Palestinians to travel, seek
education and work abroad.

These examples - and
they are not the only ones -
demonstrate Barak's
approach to international
law: ignore it when it does
not suit your goals or apply
a distorted version of it that
creates the image of compli-
ance with the rule of law
and human rights while
allowing the wrongful prac-
tice to continue with some
constraints. It is the
approach of enjoying the
image of a liberal human
rights-loving judge without
confronting Israel's human
rights violations directly.
For Palestinians, however,
the consequences have been
dire. We can see this very
clearly in the increasing
number of settlers and set-
tlements, the normalisation
of torture and ill-treatment
of prisoners, the children
and families who have
become homeless because
their homes have been
demolished, and the tens of
thousands of Palestinians
who cannot return to
Jerusalem because Israel
sees them as alien immi-
grants who lost their resi-
dent status and not as a
native population protected
by international law.

Some may argue that this
balancing approach is the
best one could expect in the
circumstances. But this argu-
ment means that we should
ignore the big picture and the
suffering of those who were
on the receiving end of
Barak's rulings. No legal
analysis or political justifica-
tion can hide or excuse the
fact that on Barak's watch, a
sophisticated system of
apartheid emerged, as docu-
mented by human rights
organisations  such  as
Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch, Al-
Haq and B'tselem and sever-
al UN special rapporteurs.

No one who is truly com-
mitted to human rights and
the rule of law would have
allowed such a brutal sys-
tem to emerge under their
watch, let alone be the main
legal enabler. For a long
time, Barak's approach and
reputation helped Israel
avoid legal reckoning in
international tribunals and
courts. His appointment as
judge ad hoc to the ICJ is
another iteration of his role
as Israel's legal "bulletproof
vest". There will be no sur-
prises about what he will
decide as it seems that he
has already made up his
mind that the attacks of
October 7 could be
described as a genocide, but
not Israeli attacks and prac-
tices, which Barak asserts
are in line with international
law. Luckily, at The Hague,
he will be only one judge
out of 17.

Aljazeera

Why Europe must
double down on its
support for Ukraine

Andrew Hammond

ATE 2023 and
Learly 2024 have

seen growing
European concern that
Russia could yet prevail
in the most serious con-
flict on the continent
since the Second World
War. Far from being the
time to take its foot off
the gas pedal, Europe
must instead double
down on its efforts to
help Ukraine.

The stakes in play are
massive and growing.
Europe and the wider
West still have a signifi-
cant strategic interest in
ensuring the best possible
outcome for Kyiv. A
potential Russian victory
would only embolden
Moscow and its allies
across the world. Only last
month, for instance,
German Defense Minister
Boris Pistorius warned of
the possibility of further
Russian aggression in
Europe this  decade,
including against Georgia,
Moldova and/or the Baltic
states.

And it is not just securi-
ty-related  stakeholders
making such comments.
Also last month,
International Monetary
Fund Deputy Managing
Director Gita Gopinath
warned that the world is
heading toward "cold war
two" as a result of its
geopolitical and geoeco-
nomic fragmentation into
two blocs: one in the West
and a Russia and China-
led grouping in the East.

One measure of the
consequences of a Russian
victory is that Moscow
would move closer to con-
trolling a quarter of global
wheat exports. So, it is
time for Europe to step up
to the plate in what may
be a very difficult year
ahead.

Much of the first two
years of the war has seen
Kyiv, unexpectedly, on the
counteroffensive.
Moreover, Ukraine recap-
tured about half of its pre-
viously occupied territory
in the period up to autumn
last year. With both sides
digging in for the cold
winter months, making
breakthroughs may
become increasingly diffi-
cult - and it is Moscow
that has reportedly made
some recent territorial
gains.

This will do little to
ease the "fatigue" that
Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni said, in an
unguarded moment late
last year, is being experi-
enced by some European
leaders. She added: "We
(are) near the moment in
which everybody under-
stands that we need a way
out."

Another factor that will
do little to ease this
fatigue is that sanctions
may be doing as much
damage to the West as
they are to Russia. In
2023, the Russian econo-
my is expected to have
expanded by 2.8 percent,
while some  Western
nations flatlined.

It is perhaps unsurpris-
ing, in that context, that
freshly committed Western
aid to Ukraine dropped
nearly 90 percent from a
year earlier, according to
the Kiel Institute for the
World Economy. This is
even before last month,
when the US and EU were
unable to approve signifi-
cant new funds for Kyiv
because of Republican
opposition in the US
Congress and Hungary's
disagreements with
Brussels.

Yet another challenge is

the possible splintering of
the political consensus

behind President
Volodymyr  Zelensky's
leadership. While his

approval rating remains
high by international stan-
dards, trust in him fell to
76 percent in October
from 91 percent in May,
according to the Kyiv
International Institute of
Sociology. This comes in
a context in which
Moscow continues to put
huge resources into its
war effort. This includes
massive military manpow-
er. A total of 617,000
Russian troops are cur-
rently fighting, with some
244,000 of them being
soldiers called up to fight
alongside  professional
military troops.

All in all, this has given
rise to Western specula-
tion that Kyiv will not
achieve all of its strategic
war objectives. Take the
example of Lord Ricketts,
a former UK national
security  adviser. He
believes there is a grow-
ing possibility of a Korea-
style  scenario,  with
Russia keeping control of
about a fifth of prewar
Ukraine and the remainder
moving in a pro-Western
direction in the years to
come. This is why it is
now so important that
Europe redoubles its com-
mitment, especially amid
election uncertainty in the
US that may see Donald
Trump win out in
November. The ex-presi-
dent's apparent disdain for
Ukraine may leave a criti-
cal gap that only Europe
and its Western allies,
including Japan and
Canada, can try to fill - at
least partially.

What the EU has
already done is to start to
move forward with about
half the previously prom-
ised aid of 50 billion
($54 billion) over the next
four years. This is to give
Kyiv more predictability
for its strained budget.

However, much more
thinking is needed about
how the 27-member bloc
and non-EU allies like the
UK can best contribute to
the resilience of Ukraine
in the medium to long
term. This includes mili-
tary assistance, security
guarantees and wider eco-
nomic support, such as
access to the EU's massive
single market.

A starting point for this
future commitment,
beyond the unprecedented
support that Europe has
provided so far, is
Brussels moving forward
with accession talks to
allow Ukraine to poten-
tially join the EU. Beyond
that, the West can also put
Kyiv onto a pathway to
possible NATO member-
ship. Moreover, important
commitments can be made
on reconstruction. The
rebuilding of Ukraine may
approximate  that  of
Western Europe after the
Second World War,
Eastern Europe after the
Cold War and the Western
Balkans after the breakup
of Yugoslavia. It will cost
many hundreds of billions
of euros and will be the
most ambitious postwar
reconstruction effort in
the 21st century. This year
is therefore the moment
for Europe to double
down on its commitment
to Ukraine. The EU and
other European powers
such as the UK have huge
incentives to support Kyiv
in a difficult 2024, which
may see yet more trou-
bling news for Zelensky's
leadership.
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East Asia’s ‘old’ challenges need innovative solutions

Park Dan-bee

EMOGRAPHIC
Dchanges, such as

aging populations
and declining birth rates,
pose challenges as well as
offer opportunities for
industries and
economies. To overcome
the challenges and seize
the opportunities, espe-
cially to achieve long-
term economic sustain-
ability, economies need to
implement policies pro-
moting innovations.

An aging population
creates various macroeco-
nomic challenges, includ-
ing a potential decrease in
productivity due to the
declining working-age
population. As the old-age
dependency ratio rises, the
burden of healthcare
expenses and pension sys-
tems increases. And as the
uncertainty over income
increases, consumption
and economic growth
decline. In East Asia, the
Republic of Korea, China
and Japan face significant
challenges due to popula-

tion aging. Compared with
other advanced economies,
Japan encountered the
population aging problem
at a slightly earlier stage,
starting in the mid-1990s.
As Japan's percentage of
elderly population to the
total population increased,
it impacted the country's
economy, leading to a con-
traction in  domestic
demand and decline in
both production and con-
sumption, and hence eco-
nomic growth.

Japanese  enterprises
expanded their outward
FDI in China and some
Southeast Asian countries,
and used overseas labor to
boost production and
maintain their competitive-
ness when the country's
working-age population
began to decline. Charles
Goodhart and Manoj
Pradhan write in their The
Great Demographic
Reversal that innovative
Japanese companies have
actively increased outward
FDI, leveraging cost

advantages from inexpen-
sive overseas labor to
maintain their cost com-
petitiveness and expand
their market share, as out-
ward foreign direct invest-
ment and intra-regional
cooperation were impor-
tant to stimulating produc-
tion and maintaining com-
petitiveness. During the
same period, China inte-
grated into the internation-
al trade market and
emerged as a key hub of
the global manufacturing
network, supported by the
availability of abundant
labor, thus providing a
cost-effective workforce.
Recognizing the potential
benefits, Japanese compa-
nies increased their out-
ward FDI in China. The
increase in Japanese com-
panies' outward FDI was
aimed at mitigating the
negative impact of the
decline in Japan's working-
age population.

Now China faces the

aging population and
declining working-age
population problem. And
the global economy faces
the challenge of declining
trade since protectionism
practiced by  certain
economies is fragmenting
global trade and global
supply chains. Given the

current global economic
situation, therefore, the
chances of  boosting

growth through outward
FDI may be limited. Yet it
is important to promote
regional economic integra-
tion and strengthen collab-
oration with countries that
have significant growth
potential.

Employing automation
and developing artificial
intelligence are necessary
to offset the negative
impacts of the demograph-
ic changes. According to a
study by Daron Acemoglu
and Pascual Restrepo, pub-
lished in the Review of
Economic Studies in 2021,

the impact of declining
demographic  dividends
can be offset by adopting
automation technologies,
including robots.
Countries with rapidly
aging populations such as
the ROK and Japan are
leading the way in using
robots to address the short-
age of labor. Companies in
the ROK, and Japan, such
as Hyundai Motor,
Samsung and Toyota have
a technological advantage
in the field of industrial
robots and hold many
patents in robotics, accord-
ing to a Statista report in
2023. In China, enterprises
such as Baidu, Tencent and
the State Grid Corporation
lead the AI and machine
learning process as they
hold the largest number of
patents in these fields. In
fact, the ROK, China and
Japan are taking steps to
boost their competitive-
ness in the field of Al and
robotics.

Al and robotics will
play a crucial role in stim-

ulating productivity and
innovation by compensat-
ing for the decline in the
working-age population,
and  the subsequent
increase in productivity
will in turn raise the
demand for labor by creat-
ing new employment
opportunities. Al, robotics
and other advanced tech-
nologies give rise to new
tasks within their realms
and across other sectors.
Therefore, it is necessary
to implement cooperation
policies to support enter-
prises that promote inno-
vations by increasing
investment in research and
development, facilitating
startup incubation, and
building a foolproof sys-
tem to protect intellectual
properties. And since Al
and robotics may replace
certain jobs, it is essential
to address the potential
challenges they may create
in the labor market and
work out strategies to
ensure a balanced and
inclusive transition.
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Putin says Ukraine’s Odesa is historically
Russian. Reality more complicated

N Dec. 29, 2022, a monu-
Omental statue of Russian

Empress Catherine II in
the center of Odesa was disman-
tled, marking the end of more
than two decades of local and
national debate. This trend of
removing monuments to
Russian imperialism following
Moscow's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine is taking place as the
Kremlin increasingly utilizes
past narratives to justify its
present military action. This is
particularly evident in southern
Ukraine, a region President
Vladimir Putin has repeatedly
asserted was not historically
part of Ukraine.

This argument, rooted in impe-
rial terminology like Novorossiya
(New  Russia), refuses to
acknowledge the region's histori-
cal and present connections to the
Ukrainian Republic. Instead, it
ties southern and eastern Ukraine
to the chronology of the Russian
Empire, the Soviet Union, and
subsequently, the Russian
Federation.

In December 2023, during
Putin's annual press conference,
he affirmed that Odesa "is a
Russian city." This statement rais-
es concerns about the next stages
of the war, especially given the
frequent missile strikes on Odesa
and the importance of the port for
exporting grain. Despite Odesa's
relative distance from the current
frontlines, the ongoing discourse
about the port city's supposed
Russian identity suggests a possi-
ble expansion of Russia's territo-
rial ambitions. Exploring the his-
torical roots of this debate and
considering the roles of language
and identity provides insights into
the complex understanding of
Odesa and its surrounding region.

The debate over Odesa's identi-
ty is not a recent development.
Rather, it is intricately linked to
the mythmaking that accompa-
nied the Russian Empire's con-
quest of southern Ukraine in the
late 18th century and the subse-
quent consolidation of Russia's
colonial control. During this peri-
od, the Black Sea steppes served
both as a target of colonization
and as a strategic tool for Tsarist
expansion toward the Caucasus,
and were renamed "New Russia."
This terminology served to vali-
date the military conquest and has
been revived by contemporary
Russian imperial apologists to
construct a narrative of territorial
loss. However, it is important to
note that the label "New Russia"
was never intended to accurately
describe the social and cultural
landscape of the northern Black
Sea. Instead, it was primarily an

Olivia Durand

administrative term, often used
interchangeably with "southern
Ukraine" and the "wild fields"
throughout much of the pre-revo-
lutionary era.

The demographics of the
southern provinces presented a
challenge for classification.
Despite the ideological portrayal
of the steppes as a Russian fron-
tier territory, they were increas-
ingly inhabited by non-Russians.
The process of settlement trans-
formed the northern shores of the
Black Sea into a hybrid society,
where villages of foreign cultiva-
tors coexisted with the steppe
populations of Tatars and
Cossacks. The settler colonial
nature of Southern Ukraine's pop-
ulation was characterized by a
demographic  diversity  that
included more foreign colonists
than internal Russian migrants,
partly because the mobility of the
Russian peasantry was limited by
the institution of serfdom. This
multinational composition was
particularly evident in popula-
tions concentrated in port cities
founded after Russia's conquest
including Kherson, Mariupol,
Mykolaiv and Odesa.

Odesa quickly emerged as the
dominant Black Sea port and pri-
mary hub for settlement, evolving
into the economic and political
center of Southern Russia. The
city's rapid boom was comparable
to the growth observed in the
American West during the same
century. Within 50 years, it
became the third-largest city in
the Russian Empire. The city's
population was diverse, drawing
people from maritime nations of
the Mediterranean and western
Europe. Odesa housed substantial
Greek and Italian merchant com-
munities, Mennonite Germans,
French expatriates, Poles in exile,
and emerged as the main urban
hub in the Pale of Settlement
where Russian Jews were permit-
ted to settle.

The substantial presence of
non-Russian residents raised
questions about the contested
"Russianness" of New Russia,
and especially of Odesa, which
made imperial authorities uneasy.
Some officials expressed con-
cerns that the port city was "com-
pletely foreign, outside of the
great Russian unity." Local
authorities had a vested interest in
downplaying the number of for-
eign nationals in Odesa - since the
main urban center of Novorossiya
was the least Russian city of all. A
century after Odesa's establish-
ment, the first comprehensive
census of the Russian Empire in

1897 recorded that non-Russian
nationals made up just 7% of the
city's 400,000 residents.
However, when using native lan-
guage as a measure of nationality,
the figure rose to 58% - including
49% Russian, 31% Yiddish, 10%
Ukrainian, 4% Polish, and 2.5%
German speaking.

Throughout the Russian impe-
rial period, Odesa stood as a
Russian city made of foreigners
and embodied a divergence from
Russianness rather than its colo-
nial reproduction. Instead of con-
tinuity, the historical discourse
about the northern Black Sea
emphasized an enduring binary:
the territory was constructed as
Russian, while its maritime ports
were seen as cosmopolitan and
foreign hubs. Emphasizing this
division between Russians and a
broadly defined category of "for-
eigners" leaves little room for
examining the Ukrainian pres-
ence. At first glance, Ukrainian
speakers appeared to constitute a
relatively small linguistic group,
representing less than one-tenth
of Odesa's population.
Contemporary Kremlin discours-
es tend to reinforce this perspec-
tive, dismissing any connection
between the Black Sea and
Ukraine.

The argument faces several
challenges. First, by the time of
the 1897 census, the practice and
teaching of Ukrainian had been
significantly restricted due to
intensified Russification policies
since 1874, meaning that using
language as a measure of nation-
ality is  unreliable. =~ With
Ukrainian publications banned,
the language's revival was prima-
rily driven by the cultural efforts
of secret societies such as the
Odessa Hromada. In the urban
context alone, the share of ethnic
Ukrainians could thus encompass
some Russian speakers, meaning
ethnic Ukrainians may have been
more numerous than language or
official nationality-based statis-
tics might suggest. Furthermore,
the traditional distinction
between urban and rural life in
Ukrainian society meant that
until the 20th century, most
Ukrainians resided in rural areas.
Cities functioned as "Russifying
machines" through the efforts of
Russia's imperial administration
and universities.

Examining the demographic
composition of the three southern
provinces of "Novorossiya" based
on the 1897 census data presents a
markedly different perspective.
Across each  province, a
Ukrainian presence endured at an

average of 55%. The census
results therefore indicate that
across the territories of "New
Russia" self-identifying
Ukrainians remained the majority,
even after more than a century of
imperial rule. Over the centuries,
Russian authorities, including the
Tsars, harbored distrust toward
Odesa's deep connection to
transnational networks, dubbing it
a "nest of conspirators.” The shift
from this perceiving Odesa as a
city of Russians and foreigners to
one of Russians and Ukrainians
emphasizes the strategic position
of Odesa and its surrounding
region for Russian military ambi-
tions on the Black Sea. This
reframing portrays the area as a
lost imperial core, fostering a nar-
rative of yearning for reunifica-
tion with Russia.

The debate surrounding the
statue of Catherine II in the heart
of Odesa shows how far-fetched
the prospect of a seamless reunifi-
cation with Russia is. After the
first removal by the Bolsheviks in
1920, the statue was re-inaugurat-
ed amid protests in 2007, and
faced removal once again 15
years later. As a symbol of a cru-
cial moment in Ukrainian history,
marked by the introduction of
serfdom and the end of Cossack
autonomy, parallels between
Catherine II's conquest of the
Black Sea steppe and Putin's
annexation of the Crimean
Peninsula in 2014 and 2022's full-
scale invasion are easy to draw.
Putin's frequent references to the
Russian Empire have evolved into
potent political tools, surpassing
the significance of allusions to a
shared Soviet past. This position-
ing places Odesa on the geopolit-
ical map as a part of an expanded
Greater Russia.

The Kremlin's revival of
Russia's Tsarist past has faced
resistance in Odesa. From an ini-
tial public ambivalence toward
the statue, with Odesites taking
pride in their city's commercial
and cosmopolitan history from
the imperial era, the dynamics
shifted dramatically after the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.
Contrary to what the Russian nar-
rative would have one expect,
Catherine's legacy in Odesa was
not embraced as a justification for
annexation. Online petitions in
2022 overwhelmingly called for
the statue's removal. In contrast to
Vladimir Putin's simplistic asser-
tion that Odesa is a Russian city,
the attitudes of the residents of
Odesa show how the city values
its Ukrainian identity despite the
complex legacies of Russian set-
tler colonialism.
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The implications of Myanmar
junta’s surprise setback

the Myanmar military's

Regional Operations
Command in Laukkai last week
surrendered to the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance
Army, marking a significant and
unexpected shift in the ongoing
conflict. The implications of this
surrender, coupled with the
Three Brotherhood Alliance's
rapid gains across northern Shan
state, pose a major problem for
the military in the northern
region and present a formidable
challenge for junta chief Gen.
Min Aung Hlaing.

The fall of the Laukkai com-
mand to the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army, a
prominent ethnic armed group,
underscores the volatile nature of
the military's hold on power.
Laukkai, a key strategic outpost,
was considered a stronghold for the
Tatmadaw, Myanmar's military.
The surrender means not only a
loss of territory, but it also lands a
blow on the military's morale and
is an assertion of the rebels'
resilience.

The Three Brotherhood Alliance,
consisting of the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army, the
Ta'ang National Liberation Army
and the Arakan Army, has capital-
ized on this momentum, making
rapid gains across northern Shan.
Their coordinated efforts have seen
them overrun hundreds of military
outposts, seize key towns and take

IN a stunning turn of events,

Dr. Azeem Ibrahim

control of crucial border crossings
with China. The rebels' success not
only demonstrates their military
capabilities but also showcases the
fragility of the military's control
over the northern territories. This
strategic setback is a major concern
for Hlaing. The northern region has
been a historically challenging bat-
tleground due to its complex ethnic
composition and long-standing
grievances against the central gov-
ernment. The Three Brotherhood
Alliance's gains have emboldened
not only these ethnic armed groups
but also other dissident factions,
creating a domino effect that could
destabilize the junta's grip on
power.

One of the key reasons behind
the rebels' success is the support
they receive from local communi-
ties. The military's heavy-handed
approach, characterized by human
rights abuses and indiscriminate
violence, has fueled resentment
among the population. The people
of northern Shan, long marginal-
ized and oppressed, see the rebels
as a force that represents their aspi-
rations for autonomy and self-
determination.

The junta's inability to win
hearts and minds in the region has
turned the conflict into a battle for
legitimacy, in which the Three
Brotherhood Alliance holds a dis-
tinct advantage. China's role in the
conflict cannot be overlooked. The

rebels' control of key border cross-
ings with China is a significant
development. Beijing, which is tra-
ditionally hesitant to intervene in
Myanmar's internal affairs, may
find itself compelled to act to pro-
tect its economic interests and
maintain stability along its south-
western border. The junta's loss of
control over these border areas
threatens to disrupt trade and create
a security vacuum that could have
far-reaching consequences for
regional stability.

The international community's
response to the escalating crisis
will also play a crucial role. The
UN and major world powers must
address the root causes of the con-
flict, emphasizing a diplomatic res-
olution that respects the rights and
aspirations of Myanmar's diverse
ethnic groups. Sanctions and con-
demnations alone may not be suffi-
cient. A concerted effort to engage
all stakeholders in meaningful dia-
logue is essential to laying the
groundwork for a lasting peace.
For Hlaing, the situation in the
north presents a significant strate-
gic problem.

The loss of Laukkai and the
broader gains made by the Three
Brotherhood Alliance underscore
the junta's vulnerability. It is no
longer just a matter of quelling dis-
sent but a complex and multifac-
eted challenge that requires a
nuanced and inclusive approach.

The junta's refusal to engage in
dialogue with ethnic minorities and
address their legitimate grievances
has created a power vacuum that
the rebels are keen to fill.

The military's response to this
setback will be closely watched.
Will it intensify its campaign, fur-
ther alienating local communities,
or will it reconsider its approach
and seek a negotiated settlement?
The junta's stubbornness could
exacerbate the crisis, leading to
more bloodshed and instability.
Alternatively, a shift toward a more
inclusive and conciliatory stance
could pave the way for a sustain-
able solution to the long-standing
ethnic conflicts that have plagued
Myanmar for decades. The surren-
der of the Myanmar military's
Regional Operations Command in
Laukkai, coupled with the Three
Brotherhood Alliance's rapid gains
across Shan, represents a major
defeat for the junta in the northern
region.

The implications of this setback
extend beyond the military sphere,
affecting the junta's legitimacy,
regional stability and international
relations. The conflict in northern
Myanmar demands a comprehen-
sive and inclusive approach that
addresses the root causes of ethnic
tensions and promotes a sustain-
able path to peace. The ball is now
in Hlaing's court and the decisions
he makes in the coming days and
weeks will shape the trajectory of
Myanmar's future.

Will Manila stop creating
trouble in 20247

HE Ferdinand
Marcos Jr govern-
ment in the Phili-
ppines veered away from
the previous Rodrigo
Duterte administration's
South China Sea policy in
2023, by making provoca-
tive moves that have

raised tensions in the
region.

True, Philippine
President  Marcos  r,

acknowledging the souring
of Sino-Philippine rela-
tions, has said that his gov-
ernment will "solve that
problem of Ren'ai Reef"
itself, raising hopes that
Manila might navigate a
different course and appro-
priately handle the South
China Sea disputes. But the
shift in the Marcos Jr gov-
ernment's South China Sea
policy is not merely a result
of inexperience or wrong
policies; it is the result of a
confluence of internal and
external factors.

First, the imminent dete-
rioration and disintegration
of the vessel, BRP Sierra
Madre, is the direct reason
behind the Philippines' fre-
quent attempts to create
troubles in the region. In
May 1999, just one day
after a US missile dropped
on the Chinese embassy in
what was then Yugoslavia,
the Philippine authorities
intentionally ran aground
the dilapidated tank landing
ship on Ren'ai Reef. Using
the excuse of a leaking hull,
they refused to tow it away
later. For quite some time,
Manila had been transport-
ing construction materials
to the reef to reinforce the
stranded vessel. Due to
continuous erosion caused
by sea waves and winds,
BRP Sierra Madre seems to
be on the verge of disinte-
grating, prompting Manila
to accelerate the large-scale
transportation of construc-
tion materials to repair the
stranded ship and turn it
into a permanent structure
with the aim of unlawfully
occupying Ren'ai Reef.
Second, the escalating
domestic political strife is a
key reason why the
Philippines has changed its
South China Sea policy
with the tacit help of the
United States. The situation
became increasingly clear
last year due to an immi-
nent rupture in the political
alliance "UniTeam"
between the Marcos and
Duterte families.

Particularly noteworthy
is the intensifying dispute
between Martin
Romualdez, a cousin of

Chen Qinghong

Marcos Jr and the current
speaker of the House, and
Rodrigo Duterte and his
daughter Sara Duterte. The
dispute stems from the
Marcos Jr camp's attempt
to break free of the influ-
ence of the Duterte family,
establish its own authority
and expand the Marcos
family's influence. As a
result, either driven by
Marcos Jr himself or by his
camp, there has been a shift
in the Philippines' domestic
and foreign policies. It is
now "leaning towards the
US and opposing China".
This move serves two pur-
poses: garnering the sup-
port of the military and
police, as they can benefit

Guidelines in 2024, assert-
ing that "an armed attack in
the Pacific, including any-
where in the South China
Sea, on either of their pub-
lic vessels, aircraft, or
armed forces - which
includes their Coast Guards
- would invoke mutual
defense commitments
under Articles IV and V of
the 1951 US-Philippines
Mutual Defense Treaty".
This has emboldened the
Philippines to test the relia-
bility of the US' commit-
ment, by frequently creat-
ing trouble in the South
China Sea. The three fac-
tors mentioned above do
not seem to have dimin-
ished this year, when the
erosion of Sierra Madre
could accelerate, widening

I I N N N BN D B S S .
Over the past decade, the US, identifying
China as its primary competitor, has been
meddling in the South China Sea, the East
China Sea and other regional issues to sow
discord between China and its neighbors,
and build a unified front to counter China.
The US has been using the Philippines, a
treaty ally and a crucial link in the ''first
island chain', as a key lever to interfere in
the South China Sea issue, consolidate its
military presence in the region, and trigger
regional confrontations.
I I N N N BN D B S S .

significantly from appro-
priations; and securing the
support of the US to weak-
en the power and influence
of the political rivals. And
third, the US' intensifying
efforts to contain China is
an external factor prompt-
ing the Philippines to take
risky actions. Over the past
decade, the US, identifying
China as its primary com-
petitor, has been meddling
in the South China Sea, the
East China Sea and other
regional issues to sow dis-
cord between China and its
neighbors, and build a uni-
fied front to counter China.
The US has been using the
Philippines, a treaty ally
and a crucial link in the
"first island chain", as a key
lever to interfere in the
South China Sea issue, con-
solidate its military pres-
ence in the region, and trig-
ger regional confrontations.

After encouraging the
Philippines to stir up trou-
ble in the South China Sea,
the US said that its Mutual
Defense Treaty with the
Philippines is applicable to
the South China Sea issue.
The two countries also
released the US-Philippines
Bilateral Defense

the cracks between the dif-
ferent political camps in the
Philippines.

Moreover, in the past
year, while transporting
construction materials to
Ren'ai Reef, the Philippine
authorities invited a large
number of journalists to
visit the reef in the name of
"transparency”. In reality,
Manila fabricated false
information and edited
video clips to arouse public
anger against China. The
frequent provocative
moves of the Philippines in
the South China Sea last
year have further damaged
Sino-Philippine ties and
undermined regional stabil-
ity, forcing knowledgeable
individuals and business-
people, Dboth in the
Philippines and other coun-
tries, to criticize the Philip-
pine government's moves.

In short, the prospects of
the Philippines changing
course, exercising restraint
and appropriately handling
the South China Sea issues
in 2024, are not high. But it
is clear that Manila's wrong
approach will create more
troubles not only for the
region, but also itself.
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Pro-EU fanatics are silent
on Poland’s new illiberal turn

Alan Sked

Sir Keir Starmer wins the

next election, and immediate-
ly sacks the chairman and board
of the BBC, sits by as former
ministers are arrested on charges
of abuses of power, says he will
depose Andrew Bailey, and
makes the courts subservient to
the EU. The public response,
surely, would be one of outrage.
Yet similar developments are
taking place in Poland, and there
has barely been a whimper, not
least from Britain's pro-EU
fanatics.

The reason appears to be simple:
the man in charge there is a former
president of the European Council.
He is viewed as a liberal commit-
ted to restoring the rule of law
which, so the narrative goes, was
eroded by the previous "far Right"
Law and Justice Party (PiS). And,
under the PiS, Poland's Supreme
Court had the temerity to rule that

IMAGINE a scenario in which

it had primacy over the European
Court of Justice. (Germany's top
court maintains the same, but few
criticise the Germans.)

Because the PiS government
faced accusations of muzzling the
press and attempting to silence
social media, it was widely
rumoured that a victory for Donald
Tusk at the 2023 general election
was inconceivable.

Yet triumph Donald Tusk did.
How odd that, in a supposedly
"illiberal" nation, the government
left office after losing an election.
There was a 75 per cent turnout.
Female voters mobilised, many in
objection to a 2020 court ruling
which almost outlawed abortion.
Younger people in big towns and
cities threw their support behind
Tusk and his Civic Coalition, gal-
vanised by the economic strides the
country had taken under the EU,

and fears that previous clashes with
Brussels might lead to Poland
being forced out of the bloc.
Political scientists seemed
stumped. Poland - with Hungary
and Slovakia - had been placed in
their category of "illiberal democ-
racies", after all.

But Tusk did indeed become
prime minister in December, prom-
ising to overturn the court ruling on
abortion, protect the rights of
LGBT people and restore relations
with the EU (let us not forget his
proclamation, as EU Council pres-
ident, that there was a special place
in Hell reserved for Brexiteers). He
has faced difficulties, the main
ones being that the Constitutional
Court is dominated by PiS
appointees and that the Polish pres-
ident, Andrzej Duda, is pro-PiS.
Yet it would hardly be ridiculous to
expect a degree of disquiet in

European liberal circles at how he
has sought to surmount these prob-
lems. Indeed, according to Tusk's
critics, he seems to believe that the
best way to restore the rule of law
is to break it.

A week after being appointed,
he replaced the chairmen and
boards of state-owned TV and
radio stations, insisting that he had
a parliamentary resolution to back
him up. Two former ministers of
the PiS were arrested this week in
the Presidential Palace to which
Duda had invited them, on the
basis of convictions from 2007
relating to the abuse of power.
Duda had pardoned them in 2015.
At one point Tusk threatened to
replace the governor of the central
bank, believing Adam Glapinski to
have supported the previous gov-
ernment's policies. How this saga
will end is still uncertain. But one
thing is clear: this European cham-
pion appears to be no liberal.

Half the world to vote in 2024,
with global ramifications

024 will pose a major
2test of democratic
rule as an estimated 4
billion people in more
than 50 nations - almost
half the world's popula-
tion - are set to vote in
national elections, with
the outcomes likely to
shape global politics for
years or decades to come.
Bangladesh began 2024
with the first major election
of the year as Sheikh
Hasina won a fourth con-
secutive term as prime min-
ister Sunday. Opposition
parties boycotted the vote
over complaints that it was
neither free nor fair.

A crucial presidential
election is due to take place
on the self-governing island
of Taiwan on January 13.
China's threat to retake the
island by force looms over
the vote, with political par-
ties divided on how to
approach Beijing. "We are
not only choosing Taiwan's
future leaders to decide on
the country's future but also
deciding on the peace and
stability of the Indo-Pacific
region," William Lai, the
presidential candidate for
the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party, told sup-
porters at a campaign rally
earlier this month. Lai is
ahead in the polls.

In February, Indonesia is
set to choose a new presi-
dent to rule the nation of
277 million people, making
it one of the world's biggest
votes held on a single day.
Pakistan will hold parlia-
mentary  elections  in
February; opposition leader
and former Prime Minister
Imran Khan remains jailed
on charges of leaking state
secrets, which he denies.

Russians will vote in
presidential elections in
March - although observers
predict incumbent Vladimir
Putin is all but certain to
win as he is able to control
the electoral process and
state media. "Putin is not
going to have any genuine
opponents,” said lan Bond
of the Center for European
Reform. "He has control of
all the administrative
machinery required to
make sure that a crushing
vote in favor of him is
delivered and we get anoth-

Henry Ridgwell

er six years of Putin up to at
least 2030."

India - the world's
biggest democracy - will
hold parliamentary elec-
tions in April and May, with
the Bharatiya Janata Party,
or BJP, under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
ahead in the polls. Veteran
Indian political journalist
Pushp Saraf believes the
opposition will struggle to
make headway.

"It all depends how unit-
ed they are," Saraf said.
"Otherwise, if they stay dis-
united, as they appear to be
many times, they have little
chance of succeeding
against BJP, which is orga-
nizationally very strong,
and with Narendra Modi,
who is riding high on the
popularity wave, at least in
the Hindi heartland."
"These are very significant
elections because there are
clearly two opinions in the
country at the moment. One
is that BJP is polarizing
society along the commu-
nal lines. And on the other
hand, there is the opinion
that BJP is focusing more
on national security," Saraf
told The Associated Press.

On June 2, Mexico is
due to hold its presidential
election, which could her-
ald a new milestone for the
country, "because of the
possibility that, for the first
time, a woman will govern
Mexico," according to
Mexican pollster Patricio
Morelos. Mexico's ruling
party has selected Claudia
Sheinbaum, a  former
mayor of Mexico City, as
its candidate. The European
Union, representing more
than half-a-billion people,
is set to hold parliamentary
elections in June. Polls sug-
gest a resurgence in support
for right-wing populist par-
ties in many countries,
including France, Germany
and Italy.

"There is a real possibil-
ity, I think, that the far right
will do well in European
elections. Not to the point
of running the European
Parliament, but conceiv-
ably to the point where any-
one who wants to run the
European Parliament has to

take account of what they're
saying and doing," Anand
Menon, professor of inter-
national politics at Kings
College London, told VOA.
Britain is scheduled to hold
elections before the end of
the year, with polls suggest-
ing opposition Labour
Party leader Keir Starmer is
on course to end a tumul-
tuous 14  years of
Conservative rule, with five
different prime ministers.

"We had the Brexit wars
that dominated everything,
then we had COVID-19,
now we've got the cost-of-
living crisis. We've had
government instability...
the instability itself has
become a political issue,"
Menon said. On November
5, the United States is due
to hold a highly anticipated
presidential election as
Americans decide whether
to give Democrat Joe Biden
a second term as US presi-
dent or  choose a
Republican  alternative,
with Donald Trump seem-
ingly his most likely oppo-
nent - although the chal-
lenger faces numerous legal
hurdles in the run up to the
vote.

The impact of many of
these elections in 2024 will
likely be felt around the
world, said analyst Menon.
"Yes, all politics is local -
but there are global trends.
Immigration is going to fig-
ure a lot in many elections
around the world. It will
figure in the US election, it
will figure in the European
elections, it will figure in
the U.K. election," Memon
said.

"Insecurity will be a
major factor. One of the
things we're living with in
the West now is an increased
sense of insecurity, both
economic - but also in secu-
rity terms, given the war
that's going on in Ukraine
and given the doubts about
what the Taiwanese election
later this month might mean
for Taiwan-Chinese rela-
tions. "So, there are com-
mon factors, but those are
refracted through the prism
of the local and domestic in
each country, so they play
out in different ways,"
Menon said.
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SECP issues proposed
amendments to
NBFC Rules 2003

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) on Saturday notified
draft of proposed amend-
ments to the Non-Banking
Finance Companies
(Establishment &
Regulations) Rules, 2003, to
solicit public comments.
Through these amendments
SECP aims to provide a more
conducive regulatory frame-
work for the non-banking
finance sector. The proposed

changes are based on a com-
prehensive review of the reg-
ulation, considering the
advancements in the NBFC
ecosystem and the effective-
ness of mandatory approval
requirements.

The modifications include
removal of approval process-
es for the rate of profit on
subordinated loans and the
repayment of subordinated
loans. Additionally, the pro-
vision mandating the applica-
tion for a license within six

months of the Rules' notifica-
tion has been omitted being
obsolete. Furthermore, the
necessity for the submission
of an undertaking by the
company's promoters or
majority shareholders for the
sale or transfer of shares
without prior approval from
the Commission has been
eliminated as it was no longer
deemed necessary.

The requirement for fur-
nishing evidence of qualifica-
tions and experience for indi-

viduals occupying "executive
positions, research, or other
related functions" within
both existing and new com-
panies was considered exces-
sive and has been omitted.

Acknowledging the tech-
nological advancements
within the financial services
digital specific licensing
requirements have been intro-
duced for lending and micro-
finance services through digi-
tal channels including mobile
applications.
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MULTAN: A young vendor selling charcoal-roasted sweet potatoes to attract customers at his

roadside setup.

NUML campus to be set up
near Ghulam Muhammad Abad

FAISALABAD (APP): A
purpose-built campus of
National University of
Modern Languages sprawl-
ing over 25 acres of land
would be constructed near
Ghulam Muhammad Abad,
said  Brigadier (Retd)
Waseem Uddin, Regional
Director NUML
Faisalabad. During his visit
to the Faisalabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(FCCI), he said that the
boundary wall of the cam-
pus was being completed
while construction work of
the main structure was also
expected to be started dur-
ing this month.

He said that the
Faisalabad campus had
been established in 2006

with four major degree pro-
grammes. "Currently, 1300
students ere enrolled out of
which 600 are studying in
the IT department. The
Faisalabad campus had
introduced a 2-year associ-
ate degree programme in
computer science but it
received a  lukewarm
response from the student’s
community. I wanted to
start an Artificial
Intelligence  programme
while special emphasis is
being laid on the training
and grooming of the stu-
dents," he added.

He said that the campus
was also offering courses in
Chinese and Korean lan-
guages as these have
demand in the market.

About industry-academia
linkages, he said that the
Faisalabad campus had
already inked an MOU with
the FCCI which would be
reactivated through regular
meetings and consultation.

He quoted a meeting of
President FCCI Dr
Khurram Tariq with the
Rector NUML in
Islamabad and said that he
would invite them along
with other leading busi-
ness tycoons to deliver
motivational lectures and
sensitize students to start
their own businesses
instead of seeking jobs. He
further said that NUML
had full focus on the train-
ing of its faculty members
and in this connection, he

had introduced a 4-module
grooming programme.

He further said that
internship  had  been
declared mandatory for all
passed-out students even in
languages. He requested
the FCCI to help this cam-
pus by offering maximum
internships to its students.

Earlier, Acting President
FCCI Dr Sajjad Arshad
welcomed the guests and
said that universities should
introduce  market-driven
programmes to ensure the
employment for their
passed-out students.

He also stressed the need
for the practical training of
students so that they could
perform well during their
practical life.

China’s CPI
down 0.3 pct in
December 2023

BEIJING (Xinhua/APP):
China's consumer price
index (CPI), a main gauge
of inflation, edged down
0.3 percent year on year in
December 2023, official
data showed Friday.

The decline narrowed
from a 0.5-percent year-on-
year dip registered in
November last year,
according to the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

NBS statistician Dong
Lijuan attributed the nar-
rowing decline to the cold
wave and stronger con-
sumer demand ahead of the

New Year holiday.
Food prices fell 3.7 per-
cent year on year in

December. The price of
pork, a staple meat in
China, dropped 26.1 per-
cent from a year earlier,
and dragged the CPI down
by 0.43 percentage points.

Non-food prices rose 0.5
percent year on year, lifting
the CPI by 0.38 percentage
points.

The core CPI, deducting
food and energy prices,
went up 0.6 percent year on
year last month, maintain-
ing a moderate increase.

On a monthly basis, the
CPI went up 0.1 percent in
December from the previ-
ous month, reversing a 0.5-
percent decline registered
in November last year.

In 2023, the country's
CPI went up 0.2 percent,
said the NBS.

Friday's data also
revealed that China's pro-
ducer price index (PPI),
which measures costs for
goods at the factory gate,
went down 2.7 percent
year  on year in
December.

On a yearly basis, the PPI
in 2023 dropped by 3 per-
cent compared with 2022.

Pakistan-origin UK national
Mahnaz becomes member of

WB IFC Sanctions Board

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
World Bank (WB) has
appointed Mahnaz Malik, a
Pakistan-origin British
national, as a Sanctions
Board Member of the
International Finance
Corporation (IFC).

She is a Barrister and
Arbitrator at Twenty Essex,
specializing in representing
governments and corpora-
tions in investment and
commercial disputes.

Mahnaz is also a Fellow
and Trustee of Hughes Hall
College at the University of
Cambridge, according to
details posted by the WB
on its official website on
Saturday. The newly
appointed IFC board mem-
ber has over 23 years of
experience advising gov-
ernments, corporations, and
international organizations
on complex cross-border
disputes. She has acted as
counsel on behalf of
investors,  organizations
and states in several invest-

ment and commercial dis-
putes, including the Court
of Sport Arbitration (CAS),
UNCITRAL, ICC, ICSID,
LCIA and PCA-adminis-
tered arbitrations.

Sector specialisms
include mining, energy,
steel, construction, bank-
ing, and infrastructure proj-
ects. She is particularly
adept at dispute resolution

relating to natural
resources, sporting events,
joint venture partners,

shareholders, international
organizations, institutional
lenders, foreign investment
laws, and state entities.

Her appointment as an
arbitrator in EuroGas Inc.
and Belmont Resources
Inc. v. Republic of Slovakia
makes her one of the
youngest ever appointed to
an ICSID Annulment
Committee (the final level
of review at ICSID) since
records began.

She has served twice as

an ICSID Annulment

Committee member and
served on the ICSID Panel
of Arbitrators and leading
arbitration panels globally.

According to the WB,
Mahnaz publishes, teaches,
and speaks extensively, and
her writings are frequently
cited in academic journals,
arbitration awards, and
examination papers and
appear on syllabi. Her pro-
fessional awards include the
prestigious UK Financial
Times Legal Innovator of
the Year Award 2007 and the
Law Society of England’s
national award for Trainee
Solicitor of the Year 2001.
She has also served as a
member of the ICC
Commissions on Arbitration
and Anti-Corruption.

After graduating with an
MA in Law from
Cambridge  University,
Mahnaz Malik qualified as
a Barrister in England and
Wales, Attorney at Law in
New York, and an
Advocate in Pakistan.

Vendors Conference of
Millat Tractors Ltd

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Millat
Tractors Ltd., Pakistan's
trailblazer in localization,
continues to shape the
country's automotive ven-
dor industry. As the OEM
boasting the highest local-
ization level, Millat has
paved the way for cost-
effective mass production

across volumes, embraced
cutting-edge technologies,
and generated substantial
foreign exchange savings.

Embracing the ever-
growing demands of both
local and international
markets while maintaining
unwavering quality, Millat
proudly invites its 200+
valued vendor associates
to the "Vendors

Conference" on January
16th, 2024, at local
Hotel, Lahore.

Themed "60 Years of
Growing Together," this
conference serves as a
platform to solidify part-
nerships, chart a strategic
course for the future, and
celebrate the collaborative
success story of Millat
and its vendors.
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FPCCI terms financial, digital
literacy vital to empower women

ISLAMABAD
President Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce & Industry
(FPCCI), Atif Ikram Sheikh
has said that women
empowerment was at the
top of our agenda without
which the dream of nation-
al development cannot be
achieved.

He was talking to a dele-
gation of the Islamabad
Women’s Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(IWCCI) led by it Founder
President Ms. Samina Fazil
which visited FPCCI to
meet him and all UBG

(INP):

penal for felicitation on
their historic victory in the
recent elections of FPCCI.

Atif Ikram Sheikh said
that IWCCI was one of
the most effective
women’s chambers in the
country which was play-
ing a laudable role in
empowering women
through entrepreneurship
and that the FPCCI will
extend all possible help
towards this noble cause.
He said that financial and
digital literacy was very
important to empower
women as we have one of
the lowest rates of female

entrepreneurship in the
world, with only one per
cent of women owning a
business.

Chairman FPCCI
Capital Office Mr. Karim
Aziz Malik & Chairman
Coordination FPCCI Malik
Sohail Hussain said that
women empowerment was
a challenge in Pakistan but
it was necessary to improve
the economic landscape in
the country. They urged the
government to simplify
policies and provide an
enabling environment for
small Medium businesses
run by women.

Founder President
IWCCI Samina Fazil,
President IWCCI Rizwana
Asif, Senior Vice President
Dr. Sonia Saleem, Former
President Naima Ansari,
Former SVPs Sadaf Asim
Abbasi & Rozina Lahooti,
Dr. Afshan Malik expressed
that current women’s eco-
nomic empowerment inter-
ventions were not enough
to overcome all obstacles
facing women entrepre-
neurs. Female entrepre-
neurs were often lacking in
access to financial and
human capital  which
impedes business growth.

Need to focus on entrepreneurship to
transform economy: President ICCI

ISLAMABAD  (INP):

Industry  (ICCI),

them a prosperous career.

This was
Saturday while
Pakistan

President,
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and
Ahsan
Bakhtawari has said that Pakistan needs
more entrepreneurs to create new jobs,
introduce innovations and new tech-
nologies, increase productivity, enhance
exports, and put the economy into fast
gear to transform Pakistan into a rising
country. Therefore, the students should
focus on entrepreneurship that offers

stated by him on
addressing
National Finals of the

Zafar

the

Global Student Entrepreneur Awards
(GSEA) organized by Entrepreneurs
Organization Islamabad in collabora-
tion with ICCI at Chamber House.
Ahsan Bakhtawari called upon the
government to make more conducive
policies for promoting entrepreneurship
in youth that will enhance their self-
employment and pave the way for sus-
tainable economic growth of the coun-
try. He stressed that commercial banks
should also come up with low-cost busi-
ness loan schemes for youth to facilitate
them in launching business start-ups.
He said that the population of

Pakistan is increasing rapidly and the
government can't provide jobs to all
youngsters. However, fostering entre-
preneurship in youth is the best option
to enable them to achieve a prosper-
ous career, create jobs for others, and
play an effective role in the economic
development of the country. The ICCI
President lauded the role of the
Entrepreneurs
Islamabad for promoting student
entrepreneurs, providing them with
mentorship and networking opportu-
nities, and unlocking their entrepre-
neurship potential for the country.

Organization

Gold rates
increase by
Rs.950 per tola

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs.950 and was sold at
Rs.217,450 on Saturday
compared to its sale at
Rs. 216,500 on last trad-
ing day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
increased by Rs. 814 to
Rs.186,428 from
Rs.185,614 whereas the
prices of 10 gram 22
karat gold went up to
Rs.170,893 from
Rs.170,146 the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram Silver
remained stagnant at
Rs.2,650 and 2,271.94
respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
increased by $12 to
$2,068 from $.2,056, the
Association reported.

P&D Board chief visits Safari
700, Ring Road project

LAHORE (APP):
Planning and
Development Board (P&D

Board) Chairman Iftikhar
Ali Sahoo visited Safari
Zoo and Lahore Ring
Road to review the ongo-
ing development works
here Saturday.

At Safari Park,
Secretary Forest Mudassar
Waheed Malik and DG
Wildlife Mubin  Elahi
briefed the chairman about
the Lahore Safari Zoo
Project. They said that for
the timely completion of
the project, work contin-
ued 24 hours a week and
within few days its main
gate, parking, reception
area, play area, camping
area, special places for
animals and other under-
construction works would
be completed.

P&D Board Chairman
Iftikhar Ali Sahoo said

that a wide range of trees,
such as bamboo, amaltas,
and neem, should be plant-
ed to maintain the natural
beauty of the park. He
added that to maintain the
natural beauty of the
Safari Park, civil work
should be kept to a mini-
mum and the construction
work should be completed
by January 31 in any case.
Sahoo said that the estab-
lishment of this modern
safari zoo of its kind will
provide citizens with the
best entertainment facility.

Later, the P&D Board
Chairman  visited the
Southern Loop of Lahore
Ring Road (LRR) proj-
ects, and inspected the
development work there.
He was updated on the
LRR's progress by the
FWO and Nespak team.
While giving a briefing
about the ongoing devel-

opment projects, they
informed him that all the
relevant departments and
contractors were trying
hard to complete the
Lahore Ring Road project
by January 31.

On this occasion, the
P&D Board chairman
highlighted the impor-
tance of the LRR project
and said that it would
shorten travel times,
reduce traffic, and offer a
quicker and more com-
fortable way to travel
around the city. He said
that no compromise on
quality was acceptable in
the construction work.
Nespak being consultant
should ensure quality work
on the project and keep the
stakeholders informed by
conducting timely com-
paction tests of the project
so that quality work could
be ensured, he added.

Oil prices rise on

Red Sea escalation

NEW YORK (AFP/APP):
Oil prices climbed Friday
after US and UK forces
launched strikes against Iran-
backed Huthi rebels, while
global stocks were mixed fol-
lowing the kickoff of corpo-
rate earnings season.

Crude prices spiked more
than four percent before
ebbing somewhat after the
allies launched deadly

|| strikes following weeks of

disruptive rebel attacks on

~| | Red Sea shipping.

"The fear in the oil mar-
ket is that the region is on an
unpredictable  escalating
path, where at some point
down the road, supply of oil
will indeed in the end be
lost," noted Bjarne
Schieldrop, chief commodi-
ties analyst at SEB bank.

He noted that if the US-
UK attacks were unsuccess-
ful in destroying Huthi
weapons, and oil tankers
need to go around Africa,
then up to 80 million barrels
will be locked in transit --
sending prices up as much

as $5-10 per barrel.

The Huthis have carried
out a growing number of
strikes on vessels in the Red
Sea, a key international
shipping route, since the
Gaza war erupted in
October. The attacks have
affected trade flows at a
time when supply strains are
putting upward pressure on
inflation globally.

In Friday trade, the Dow
dipped while the S&P 500
edged higher as investors
digested corporate earnings
and a surprise drop in whole-
sale inflation.

Leading banks were
mostly lower following a
deluge of quarterly results,
while airlines were ham-
mered after Delta's forecast
disappointed investors.

"The market is optimistic
as it can be about (interest)
rate cuts," said Steve Sosnick
of Interactive Brokers,
adding that investors want to
see solid earnings.

Tokyo and European
stock markets ended the

week with strong gains.

The luxury sector was in
focus after British fashion
brand Burberry posted a
profit warning, sending its
share price sliding more than
nine percent at one stage in
London.

Investors are keenly wait-
ing for a drop in interest
rates, which central banks
hiked in 2022 and 2023 in a
bid to cool decades-high
inflation.

While rates of price rises
have slowed, inflation
remains above target for the
US Federal Reserve, the
European Central Bank and
the Bank of England.

Brent North Sea Crude:
UP 1.3 percent at $78.29 per
barrel

West Texas Intermediate:
UP 0.9 percent at $72.68 per
barrel

New York - Dow: DOWN
0.3 percent at 37,592.98
(close)

New York - S&P 500: UP
0.1 percent at 4,783.83
(close)

COURT NOTICE

In the Court of Qaisar Khan
Afridi Additional District
Judge II/Azafi Zila Qazi
Buner at
Dagar.Appeal.No.8/13,
institution 17/1/2023. Date
of hearing. 12/2/2024.
Umren etc VS Karem Jan
etc. Notice to no. 14.Mst
Husna d/o Ambarena d/o
Rhamaty. 25.Mohmad
Razaq s/o Nor Mohmad
late resident of Hashim Sar
Elai tehsel Daggar district
Buner.Whereas in the
above mentioned case the
mentioned defendant can
not be served in the ordi-
nary way, it is, therefore,
proclaimed that if the said
defendant will/shall not
appear  personally  or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 9 am dated
12/2/2024 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and
seal of this Court.
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Women’s Tour
Down Under results

ADELAIDE
(AFP/APP): Results
from the second stage
of the women's Tour
Down  Under on
Saturday, a 104.2km
ride from Glenelg to
Stirling: 1. Cecilie
Uttrup Ludwig
(DEN/FDIJ-Suez) 2hr
54min 28sec, 2. Soraya
Paladin (ITA/Canyon
Sram Racing) at Osec,
3. Sofia Bertizzolo

M ELBOURNE
(AFP/APP): A "pain-free"

(ITA/UAE Team- /|| Novak Djokovic begins his
ADQ), 4. Francesca|||] Australian Open defence
Barale (ITA/Team||| against a teenage qualifier
dsm-firmenichf]| onSunday as he bids for an
PostNL), 5. Heidi|] unprecedented 25th major

Franz (USA/Lifeplus-
‘Wahoo). Overall stand-
ings: 1. Cecilie Uttrup-

crown, but women's top
seed Iga Swiatek faces a
much trickier assignment.

Ludwig (DEN/FDJ- The opening Grand Slam
Suez) Shr  26min|]]| of the year gets under way
55sec, 2. Sofia as a 15-day event for the

Bertizzolo (ITA/UAE
Team-ADQ) at 2sec, 3.

first time, aimed at cutting
down on late-night finishes.

Ruby Roseman- World number one
Gannon  (AUS/Liv-{] Djokovic is an overwhelm-
AlUla-Jayco) 3sec, 4./J} ing favourite, with a sore
Soraya Paladin || wrist that cast a shadow
(ITA/Canyon  Sram|}| over his build-up no longer

Racing) 4sec, 5. India
Grangier (FRA/Team
Coop-Repsol) 8sec.

troubling him.

He should have few
problems progressing from
his evening clash on Rod

Football Laver Arena against 18-
Ch . hi year-old  Croat  Dino

ampionsnip Prizmic, who is making his
JEDDAH (SPA/APP): main draw Slam debut.
The Mahd Sports "It's exciting to be a part

of another Slam," said the
36-year-old Djokovic, who
has not lost at the
Australian Open since
2018. "I'm just hoping I can

Academy will launch
the first edition of the
Mahd World Football
Championship at King
Abdullah Sports City
in Jeddah. The tourna-

start the season in a way
that I have been starting my
seasons, most of my sea-
sons, throughout my career,
with a win here in
Australia, in Melbourne.
My favourite place, no
doubt." The Serbian's first
real test could come in the
third round, with a potential
blockbuster showdown

against fellow veteran
Andy Murray.
Scotland's Murray, a

five-time Australian Open
finalist, begins against
Argentine 30th seed Tomas
Martin Etcheverry.

Djokovic surged to the
title last year with a three-
set victory over this year's
seventh seed Stefanos
Tsitsipas, who faces a
tough first-round test from
former top 10 Italian
Matteo Berrettini.

If the Serb wins again,
he will pass Australian
Margaret Court's all-time
Slam record and join Court
(Australian Open) and
Rafael Nadal (French
Open) as the only players
ever to win 11 times at a

Djokovic zeroes in
on all-time record
25th Slam crown

at Australian Open

single major.

Adding to the intrigue,
the number one ranking is
at stake, with Djokovic,
Carlos Alcaraz and Daniil
Medvedev all in con-
tention. Alcaraz, who beat
Djokovic in the Wimbledon
final last year, is a different
player from the one who
last graced the Australian
hard courts as an 18-year-
old ranked outside the top
30. After missing last year's
event with a hamstring
injury, he is now a two-time
major champion and world
number two.

"I am looking at reach-
ing the final and hopefully
playing a final against him
(Djokovic)," said the 20-
year-old Spaniard, who will
meet  French  veteran
Richard Gasquet first.

Russia's Medvedev, a
Melbourne finalist in 2021
and 2022, kicks off against
qualifier Terence Atmane,
vowing to turn over a new
leaf and tone down the on-
court tantrums.

"I want to change, I want
to mature," he said.

ment will start tomor-
row, Saturday, with
eight teams participat-
ing in the 2008/2009
age category. Six clubs
and two international
academies will be rep-
resented. The tourna-

ment will feature COLOMBO (AFP/APP):
teams from Italy, the !] Sri Lanka needs to lift its
Netherlands, Japan, /|| game on fielding to have a

Belgium, Ghana, and
the Czech Republic.

shot at this year's T20
World Cup title, newly

Juventus F.C., FC installed short-format cap-
Twente, Kashiwall| tain Wanindu Hasaranga
Reysol, PSV/I| said Saturday.

Eindhoven, Royal Hasaranga is riding high

after a career-best 7-19
against Zimbabwe during
Thursday's ODI decider
and will be making his
debut as skipper on Sunday
as the 20-over leg of the
tour begins.

Poor fielding has been a
running problem for the Sri
Lankans in  white-ball
cricket, with 16 dropped
catches at last year's one-
day World Cup in India
confining them to a second-
last place finish on the
points table. "I have told
the team at the outset that
fielding will be very impor-
tant," he told reporters.

"No matter how well
you bat or bowl, if you
don't field well then you'll
struggle to make it to the
side. Fielding is non-nego-

Antwerp F.C., Attram
de Visser Academy,
and SK Slavia Prague
will compete with the
Mahd Academy team
as the host. The tourna-
ment will last six days
and have group-stage
matches, followed by
knockout-system
matches in the
advanced rounds, lead-
ing to the final match
on January 18th.

Chelsea a narrow
win over Fulham

LONDON (BBC):
Cole Palmer's first-
half penalty gave
Chelsea a narrow win
over West London
rivals  Fulham at
Stamford Bridge in the

tiable," he added.

"We have another five
months for the World Cup...
Fielding is the easiest way we
can improve our cricket and it
makes a lot of difference
between winning and losing
in T20 cricket." Hasaranga
returned to internationals on
Thursday for the first time in
six months following a ham-
string injury, making a splash
with a new ODI bowling
record for R. Premadasa
Stadium in Colombo.

Sri Lanka have recalled
veteran Angelo Mathews
into the squad and he is
expected to play Sunday in
his first T20 since March
2021. Opening batsman
Pathum Nissanka was also
back at training having
missed the ODI series due
to illness. All three T20
matches against Zimbabwe
will take place in Colombo
with the series concluding
on January 18.

Sri Lanka will then wel-
come Afghanistan for a
one-off Test and six white-
ball matches ahead of

‘Sr1 Lanka need fielding
lift for T20 World Cup’

June's World Cup, jointly
hosted by the United States
and West Indies.

Zimbabwe will be the
sole full member of the
International Cricket
Council to miss this year's
tournament after a shock
defeat to Uganda during the
qualifiers. "It's really heart-
breaking not just for me
and cricketers but for the
whole nation as well,"
Zimbabwe captain
Sikandar Raza told
reporters. "We are desper-
ately trying to turn things
around. I think you needed
that desperation to turn
things around," he added.

"Having said that, we
have learned a lot of les-
sons and hopefully we
will make Zimbabwe
cricket great again."
Zimbabwe lost the ODI
series to Sri Lanka 2-0
with one game being
washed out but Raza said
the return of former skipper
Sean Williams, 37, would
improve their chances for
the 20-over matches.

Premier League.
Palmer's reverse pass
set up Raheem
Sterling, who was
caught by Issa Diop
inside the penalty area.
Palmer dispatched the
spot-kick, sending
Fulham keeper Bernd
Leno the wrong way to
net his ninth goal since
joining the Blues in

ABUJA (BBC): The dates
for the 2025 Africa Cup of
Nations (Afcon) remain
undecided amid a potential

August. Conor||| clash with the Fifa Club
Gallagher almost{{] World Cup, according to
added a late second/|] Confederation of African
when his sweetly || Football (Caf) president

struck effort using the
outside of his boot
cannoned off the far
post. Chelsea kept
Fulham at arm's length
and held on for their
third consecutive vic-
tory to jump to eighth
in the table. The visi-

Patrice Motsepe.

The 2021 finals in
Cameroon and the 2023 edi-
tion of Afcon, which kicks
off in Ivory Coast on
Saturday, were moved to
dates in January and
February. Caf had made a

commitment in 2017 to
return to staging the tourna-
ment mid-year to avoid dis-
putes with European clubs
over releasing players in the
middle of their season. But
Fifa's expanded 32-team
Club World Cup is scheduled
to be held in the United States
in June and July 2025, setting
up a potential clash of dates
with that year's Afcon which
will be hosted by Morocco.
"We want the Cup of
Nations to take place when it
is most favourable and con-

Dates for 2025 finals undecided
amid Club World Cup clash

venient for the tournament,"

said Motsepe. "We are still B

engaging with Fifa about the
dates." The timing of Afcon
has become increasingly con-
troversial, having been held
in the first three months of the
year from 1968 to 2017, but
then staged mid-year in Egypt
in 2019. The 2021 finals in
Cameroon were scheduled
for early that year to avoid the
rainy season in the country,
and were then put back 12
months to 2022 because of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

tors stay in 13th and
have lost four of their
past five matches. It
was not a classic but
Chelsea did enough to
come away with three
points. Chelsea were
wasteful in their 1-0
loss to Middlesbrough
in the Carabao Cup
semi-final first leg on
Tuesday, and for much
of the first half against

LOS ANGELES
(AFP/APP): Golden State
stars Klay Thompson and
Stephen Curry shook off
slow starts to power the

Fulham they oncel| Warriors to a much-needed
again struggled in 140-131 NBA victory over
front of goal. ! the Chicago Bulls on

Gallagher fired a shot
over the bar after 16
minutes and Armando
Broja headed Enzo
Fernandez's cross wide

Friday. Coming off two
blowout losses to cap a 2-5
homestand, the Warriors
got off to another ugly start
in Chicago.

of the near post moments Trailing 75-62 at half-
later. It took the com- time, the Warriors turned it
bined coolness of||} around with 48 points in the
Sterling, who forced || third quarter.

Diop into a tackle he did Thompson connected

on five-of-five from three-
point range on the way to

not need to make, and
Palmer to break the

deadlock. After the 17 points in the period, the
restart Chelsea looked far[{} shooting guard's highest-
more assured. Fernandez || scoring quarter of the sea-
crossed for Sterlinginthe[{| son. "I think we got oft-
50th minute, with the track emotionally, spiritu-
England forward flicking 1| ally, the last couple
his header against a post, || games," Warriors coach
although any finish|}| Steve Kerr said.

"Our fans could feel it.
We got booed for the first
time since I've been here,

would have been ruled

out for offside.
QU

)

and as I said both nights,
we deserved it because our
energy and our competitive
spirit was not there.

"We found that again
tonight," Kerr said.

Golden State led by 15
going into the fourth, but
the Bulls, who honored
their  1995-96 champi-
onship team before the
game, cut the deficit to four
with less than three minutes
to play before the Warriors
pulled away again.
Thompson finished with 30
points and six assists and
Curry added 27 points
despite  another tough
shooting night that saw him
make just eight of 24 shots
from the field.

"Klay was brilliant,"
Kerr said. "When he keeps
it simple like that and just
shoots when he's open and
keeps moving the ball,
that's when he's at his best."
Curry added nine assists
and Jonathan Kuminga
added 24 points off the

Warriors rally to beat
Bulls, Spurs rout Hornets

bench for the Warriors, who
had just five turnovers and
withstood a 39-point per-
formance from Chicago's
DeMar DeRozan.

In San Antonio, rookie
star Victor Wembanyama
scored 26 points and pulled
down 11 rebounds in the
Spurs' 135-99 rout of the
Charlotte Hornets.

In less than 20 minutes
on the floor, French prodi-
gy Wembanyama connect-
ed on nine of 14 shots --
including a pair of alley-
oop dunks and a one-hand-
ed jam to start the second
half. The Spurs spoiled the
return from a 20-game
injury absence of Hornets
star LaMelo Ball, who had
28 points, five assists and
five steals in his first game
since November.

Houston guard Fred
VanVleet scored 17 of his
20 points in the second
half to help the Rockets
edge the Pistons 112-110
in Detroit.

Ronnie O’Sullivan beats Shaun
6-2 to close on eighth title

LONDON  (Agenices): Ronnie
O'Sullivan beat Shaun Murphy 6-2 to
reach his 14th Masters final and close
in on a record-extending eighth title.

The world number one took the
first two frames and the fourth to lead
3-1 after Murphy compiled a superb
131 break.

While another Murphy century
brought him within a frame,
O'Sullivan then went through the
gears with runs of 90, 71 and 62 as he
sealed his victory.

O'Sullivan will now face either
Mark Allen or Ali Carter in Sunday's
final. As at the UK Championship in
December, O'Sullivan, 48, now has
his sights on the £250,000 top prize
after a five-year absence from the
showpiece match.

Already the tournament's youngest
winner almost 29 years ago, he could
now become its oldest too, eclipsing
Stuart Bingham, who won his only
Masters title, aged 43, in 2020.

"At the start there were a few mis-
takes but I cleaned it up a little bit -
and I need to do that these days,
because I can't pot as well as these
guys but I can make breaks among

the balls and make up for it that way,"
O'Sullivan told BBC Sport.

"I don't feel that old. I feel young
in my mind. I feel a lot younger round
the table when I play these younger
players. They look old and their
brains are quite slow. I still feel my
brain is pretty quick round the snook-
er table, which is enough.

"They need to get their acts together
because I am going blind, have got a
dodgy arm and they still can't beat me."

If O'Sullivan were to add a 23rd Triple
Crown title to his collection, he would
also become the oldest winner of all
three of snooker's most prestigious
events. And on this evidence, it would
be hard to back against him regardless
of whether he is at his best or not, with
his aura also seemingly placing pres-
sure on his opponents. While
O'Sullivan dominated the concluding
stages of the match, Murphy had sever-
al good opportunities earlier on.

Ayub Park Cricket Ground to host its
maiden women’s match on Monday

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ayub Park
Cricket Ground, also known as
Ayub Park Cricket Stadium in
Rawalpindi is all set to host its first
women’s tournament match on
Monday (January 15).

The match will see Nida Dar-led
Lahore region taking on Umm-e-
Hani led Multan region in the
National Women'’s T20
Tournament.

Established in 2013, Ayub Park
Cricket Stadium, besides district
level trials, has hosted PCB’s U16
and U19 cricket matches.

The stadium has a 60-metre

boundary and three pitches desig-
nated for the upcoming women's
tournament matches. Additionally,
the venue features an attractive
museum, showcasing autographed
bats including those from the West
Indies team of 1959, along with
souvenirs and cricket magazines
for the fans of the game.

Courtesy of the Army Heritage
Foundation (AHF), the facility at
the stadium is diligently main-
tained for sporting activities, com-
plemented by an adjacent football
ground.

Head of Women’s Cricket Tania

Mallick: “It is heartening to wit-
ness women’s cricket matches
being organised at three venues in
Rawalpindi and Islamabad.

"Ayub  Park  Stadium in
Rawalpindi, which is situated at the
city centre, has proper infrastruc-
ture, providing the women’s wing
with an additional venue to hold
domestic matches.

With the support of the Army
Heritage Foundation committed to
further enhancing the ground, the
PCB women’s wing looks forward
to organising more women's cricket
matches in the future.”

Pakistan become World record holder
of having World Highest Teq Table

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Snow Teqball
Championship 2023 and World
record of Highest Teqball Table
across the Globe approved by
International Teqgball Federation
which was held from 28th
December 2023 to 1 January 2024
by Pakistan Teqball Federation in
collaboration with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Tourism Authority,
Directorate General of SportsKP,
Absar Welfare Foundation, KP
Teqgball Association, Merged Areas
Tegball Association, Kumrat, Utror
& Kalam Facilities Centre and
Green Hotel Kalam.

World record designation was
Shahi Bagh mountain which is one
of the highest and tough destination
of Utror, Swat, Pakistan which the
height of 12780 ft 3900 meters from
Sea Level.

Journey consists of 6 check

points . During this journey of 5
days team faced lots of difficulties
but passion to promote and empow-
er Tegball Across the globe kept
motivated whole group to struggle
to reach the peak of Utror moun-
tains. During the journey on each
check point Teqgball Exhibition
matches played and Tegball intro-
duced with local village community
in Ogi Gram, Matta , Kalam and
Utror of Swat Region.

On this occasion Snow Tegball
Championship of Boys and Girls
Category also took place where In
Boys event final Hidayat Ur
Rehman Peshawar won against
Muhammad Yaseen by (2-1) and In
Girls Event Safa from Peshawar
beat Aiman from Khyber by (2-0).

During the Journey Jamal Aziz (
President Swat Teqgball Association)
organised exhibition matches at I
TEQBALL ACADEMY at Odi
Gram, Niaz Ali (Joint Secretary KP

Tegball Association) hosted team
during the Durshkhel Matta swat.
After that team reach Green Hotel
Kalam where Aqil Shah (Senior
Vice President Pakistan Olympic
Association and President KP
Olympic Association) hosted lunch
for the Team where exhibitions
matches of Tegball showcase for the
tourist from different provinces.
After that team reached Utror
where mix doubles exhibition
matches hosted by ihsan (CEO
KUMRAT, Kalam and Utro
Facilitates Center). On the very next
morning team started journey of 5
hours ahead to the final destination
which was Shah Bagh mountain
which is one of the highest point of
Utror where competition as well as
different fun activities played by all
players and officials including
Bismillah Khan (COO WorkReels) ,
Yasar Aziz ( Coach on Behalf of
RSO Swat) , Malik Thsan ( CEO
Kalam Utror Kumrat Facilitates
Center) and Akhtar Rasool (Event
Organising Secretary) witnesses the
World Highest Tegball table across
the globe. On this occasion Mian
Absar Ali Founder of Pakistan
Teqgball Federation stated that this
event was organised to promote
tegball and spread message that
Pakistan is a peaceful country and
Swat is one of the beautiful place
across the globe hope through this
event tourism will be promoted and
soon international tegball players
will come Pakistan to enjoy tegball
at World Highest Teq Table. He also
encourages the participation of
Merged Districts in the said event.

Aamir Jamal, a new Gem
of Pakistani cricket team

By Riaz Yusufzai

rom bank loan online taxi driv-
F er to international cricket arena

as a top level all rounder crick-
eter, Aamir Jamal, is writing history
with his impressive performance &
has become a heart throb player of
millions of Pakistani cricketers fans.

His dream test debut match in
Australia in which he took six wick-
ets is a harbinger of his brilliant sport
career ahead. He bowled very well in
the whole test series. Especially his
all round performance in the series
last test spoke volume of his cricket
talent & fighting spirit temperament.

He scored an impressive 82 runs in
Sydney which also featured a switch
hit for six off Nathan Lyon in the ist
inning at a very crucial juncture of the
game & become 2nd high scorer of
the inning after 88 runs of
Muhammad Rizwan & also took
important wickets. In his T20 debut
against England he was entrusted to
bowl the decisive 20th over, with
England's pair of Moeen Ali & David
Willey requiring 15 runs to win.

He brilliantly bowled the final
over & did not allow the batters to
score the required runs. In a post
match interview the legendary crick-
eter Moeen Ali held in high esteem
the bowling performance of Aamir

Jamal. Now he has also been picked
up for New Zealand T/20 series.

In a brief chat with foreign lady
sport journalist he proudly revealed
that he was a taxi driver & rugularly
took time for practicing & playing
cricket added he worked very hard &
his debut dream of playing in Australia
came true. More importantly he spoke
english very confidently & fluently &
his pronunciation accent of english
words was so impressive that at a time
one fails to believe that a debutant
Pakistani cricketer can speak alien lan-
guage so beautifully & accurately.

In this context one feels ashame to
recall that when Pakistani man of the
match players are called on the ros-
trum to receive Award & answer to the
questions on such special occasion.

Their Gulabi english & accent are
peculiar mixture of urdu & broken
english which determine their intel-
lect & academic qualification level.
Contrary to this one wonders to hear
to Indian players on such special
occasion. They are classic, excellent,
brilliant & matchless to speak their
minds & thus keep impress the audi-
ences &  listeners to  the
end.Especially the track record of
Inzimamul Haq with regard to eng-
lish speaking on such occasion is
very poor & shocking.

On several such occasion Inzimam

got so confused that he even forgot
how to speak urdu. To come to his
own rescue he then started to read
verses of Holy Quran. His islamic
touch was also not so good to justify
his position.

In short such happy moments often
turned into difficult situation for
him.The main crux of this write-up is
not only the all round wonderful per-
formance of AamirJamal but also his
excellent english speaking power. We
are proud on all players of all sports
who are bringing laurals & good
name for the country through their
unparallel exceptional performance.
Proud to be Pakistani.
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ADCR warns against
illegal construction

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Nobody would be
allowed to indulge in
illegal construction
activities in Murree,
said Additional Deputy
Commissioner Revenue
(ADCR) Capt. (retd)
Qasim Ijaz on Saturday.
On the special direc-
tives of the Punjab
Government and
Deputy Commissioner,
Murree, Agha Zaheer
Abbas Shirazi, ADCR
Murree on Friday night
visited different areas of
Murree including Jhika
Gali, Masiyari, Express
Highway, Shawala and
Fourth View Road and
reviewed in detail the
operation against illegal
constructions. The
Murree administration
had launched a grand
operation against illegal
constructions and strict
action in accordance
with the law was being
taken in different areas
of Murree, he said and
informed that no illegal
construction would be
allowed. Strict legal
action was being taken
against the violators,
Qasim Ijaz said. There
is complete ban on con-
struction and bringing
construction materials
in Murree, he added.
Illegal  constructions
were not only being
demolished but the con-
struction materials were
also being seized, the
ADCR said. On this
occasion, Assistant
Commissioner, Murree
Captain (Retd) Abdul
Wahab Khan along with
officers of Municipality,
Police, Civil Defense
and other departments
were also present.

RDA lodges
FIRs

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The Rawalpindi
Development Authority
(RDA), on the directives
of the Director General
(DG), Muhammad Saif
Anwar Jappa, has lodged
FIRs against four illegal
housing schemes, said
RDA spokesman on
Saturday. He informed
that the Metropolitan
Planning and Traffic
Engineering (MP&TE)
Directorate of RDA had
lodged FIRs against the
owners of four illegal
housing schemes namely
Malik  Tarig, Qazi
Naveed, Sharif Khan,
Sajid Chaudhry, Sajid
Munir, Sardar Magsood
Khan, Sardar Awais,
Chaudhry Seemab and
Yaoob in Mandra police
station, Tehsil Gujar
Khan. He said that FIRs
were lodged against ille-
gal housing schemes,
Kashmir View
Residencia, Phase-1&II
in Mouza Sanghori
Satto, GB Valley in
Mouza Singhori Satto,
Natha Dolal, Sain
Singhori in  Mouza
Singhori and  Pak
Kashmir Housing
Project in Mouza Pothi
Bijnyal at Mandra-
Chakwal Road in Tehsil
Gujar Khan. He said that
the MP&TE Directorate
RDA was taking legal
action against all the ille-
gal advertisements and
marketing of illegal
housing schemes.

Ustad Bundu
Khan remembered

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The death anniversary of
famous Pakistani musi-
cian and 'Sarangi' player
Ustad Bundu Khan was
observed here and across
the country on Saturday.
He was born at Delhi in
1880, and he started
receiving his training in
Sarangi playing from his
father Ali Jan Khan at
eight years of age. Later,
he also received training
from his uncle Mamman
Khan, a veteran Sarangi
and Sursagar player,
who belonged to the
Patiala Gharana of clas-
sical musicians. Ustad
Bundu Khan studied
Sanskrit in order to have
access to classical music
of ancient India. He
introduced what is
known as 'Meendh Soot
Ki Sargam' in which the
musician, in the midst
of recurring melody,
shifts from one note to
another. He had mas-
tered more than 500
Ragas. "He had great
mastery over Raga sys-
tem, Taan-palta, various
traditional ~ composi-
tions — especially Ragas
such as Malkauns,
d\dalhm, Bhairav.

. -
ISLAMABAD: Federal Health Minister met with HEE Mr. Dr. Qalandar Ebad, Minister IEA of
Afghanistan on the Sideline of the first Global Health Security Summit.

Pakistan set to initiate
laying of 200,000 km

optical fiber cable:

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Caretaker Federal
Minister for Information
Technology and
Telecommunication Dr
Saif on Saturday said that
in order to enhance con-
nectivity Pakistan was set
to initiate a project for
laying 200,000 kilometers
of optical fiber cable.

“The Information
Technology Ministry has
exhibited outstanding per-
formance during the
tenure of the current gov-
ernment over the past four
months, ” the minister
said in a statement. Dr.
Umar Saif, while giving
credit to the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council, said the forum
had played a significant
role in obtaining timely
approvals for the IT
Ministry's policies and
projects.

He said the IT compa-
nies were set to benefit
from a new facility allow-
ing them to keep 50% of
their earnings in dollars in

their accounts.

He said a global stan-
dard training programme
had been initiated for
200,000 IT graduates who
had recently completed
their studies from various
universities.

The minister said the
long-standing issue of
digital payment gateways
for freelancers had been
successfully  resolved.
Starting from February 1,
a pilot project would cre-
ate 10,000 accounts,
allowing freelancers to
receive their payments
directly through them.

Dr Saif said some
10,000 employment cen-
ters were being estab-
lished where the free-
lancers would enjoy con-
venient facilities under
one roof.

The centers would help
increase annual IT exports
to $10 billion, besides
employing some 100,000
freelancers, he hoped.

The minister ensured
that all obstacles regard-

Saif
ing the 5G spectrum
would be addressed as per
the directives of the
Action Advisory
Committee for it auction
in July-August.

He viewed that the
implementation of the
Right of Way Policy had
resolved disputes between
various institutions.

With the establishment
of the Telecommunication
Tribunal, a long-standing
demand of the telecom
sector had been fulfilled,

he added.
To  support young
entrepreneurs, Dr Saif

said, the Pakistan Startup
Fund of Rs. 2 billion had
been launched.

He said the Research
and Development Funds
were also being estab-
lished to facilitate mobile
phone manufacturing
companies.

The minister said the
approval of the Space
Policy had opened the
satellite internet market
for global companies.

HEC to organize NFDP
for newly inducted faculty
from December 26

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
National Academy of
Higher Education (NAHE)
of the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) organ-
ized the third cohort of
National Faculty
Development Programme
(NFDP) for newly induct-
ed faculty members from
December 26, 2023 to
January 11, 2024 at HEC
Regional Centre, Karachi.

Twenty-three  faculty
members from public sec-
tor higher education insti-
tutions across the Sindh

attended the training.
Managing Director NAHE,
Ms. Noor Amna Malik,
was the chief guest at the
certificate distribution cer-
emony, said a press release
issued here Saturday.
During the training, ses-
sions were held on
Effective Teaching and
Learning, Course Design,
Lesson  Planning and
Delivery, Assessment and
Evaluation, Technology in
Classroom, Learning
Management System,
Grant Writing, Publishing

Research, and Personal and
Professional Development.
The HEC'’s faculty develop-
ment programmes for new
faculty members aim to
equip them with the strate-
gies and tools to overcome
challenges of learners and
develop in students critical
thinking and practical skills.

During her address, Ms.
Noor Amna Malik empha-
sized the development of
impactful learning inter-
ventions aimed at creating
a long-lasting and effec-
tive influence.

Sartaj Aziz paid tribute for
his meritorious diplomatic

services, statesmanship

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Pakistan
Institute of Development Economics
(PIDE) paid a glowing tribute to the late
Sartaj Aziz for his remarkable diplomatic
services and statesmanship at a solemn
memorial reference held here.

The event, organized to honour Aziz's
significant contributions to Pakistan,
brought together distinguished individu-
als, colleagues, friends, and family to
commemorate his life and legacy, a news
release said on Saturday.

In his opening remarks, PIDE Vice-
Chancellor Dr Nadeem ul Haque said
Sartaj Aziz was a towering figure in
Pakistani politics and a dedicated public
servant, who recently passed away, leav-
ing behind a legacy of unwavering com-
mitment to the betterment of his country.

The memorial event served as a plat-
form for speakers to reflect on the late
Aziz's profound impact on Pakistan and to
celebrate his enduring contributions.

Dr Nadeem ul Haque noted that Sartaj
Aziz, a distinguished Pakistani statesman,
served as the foreign minister of Pakistan
with notable dedication and expertise.

Born in 1928, Aziz played a crucial role
in shaping Pakistan's foreign policy during
his tenure. His extensive experience and
diplomatic acumen positioned him as a
key figure in international relations. Aziz,
an economist by training, brought a unique
blend of skills to his role, fostering diplo-
matic ties and representing Pakistan on the
global stage. Throughout his career, he
remained engaged in dialogue with vari-
ous nations, addressing regional and glob-
al issues. Sartaj Aziz's contributions to

diplomacy have left a lasting impact,
which continues to be recognized in the
realm of international affairs.

Muhammad Sami Saeed, caretaker
Federal Minister for Planning and
Development; Haroon Sharif, Former
Minister of State and Chairman Board of
Investment; Farhatullah Babar, Former
Senator; Ahmed Qadir, DG Competition
Commission of Pakistan; Shahid Kardar,
Former Governor SBP; Iqrar Ahmed
Khan; Professor Ayesha Isani; Shafqat
Kakakhel; and members of Sartaj Aziz's
family, including his brother, son, daugh-
ter, and grandson, also spoke at the event
and underscored Sartaj Aziz's tireless
efforts toward the economic development

ANF seizes
over 100 kg
drugs in eight
operations

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) seized over 100 kg
drugs in eight operations
and arrested six accused,
said an ANF Headquarters
spokesman on Saturday.
He said that 350 grams
hashish was recovered
from the possession of a

Dubai-bound  passenger
scheduled to leave by
Flight No. PA-100 at
Jinnah Airport.

In the second operation,
320 grams heroin was
recovered from a parcel
being sent to the United
Kingdom at General Post
Office (GPO) Lahore, and
200 grams weed from a
California-bound parcel at
a courier office in
Rawalpindi. About 72 kg
hashish was recovered near
Chenab Toll Plaza GT
Road Gujarat while an
accused was also arrested.

In fifth operation, 13.2
kg hashish and 1.2 kg
opium were recovered from
Sialkot, Sambrayal and two
accused were arrested.

Likewise, 6.9 kg hashish
and 20 grams ice were
recovered near Jhelum and
an accused was arrested
while 3.6 kg hashish was
recovered from the posses-
sion of an accused netted in
Balochistan.

In the eighth operation,
2.3 kg ice drug was recov-
ered from Zakhakhel area
of Khyber.

Cases under the Anti-
Narcotics Act had been reg-
istered against the arrested
accused and further investi-
gations were under process,
the spokesman said.

Police foil bid
to smuggle
NCP items

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
National Highways and
Motorway Police (NHMP)
seized huge cache of non-
custom paid (NCP) items
worth millions of rupees,
impounded a truck and
arrested the driver and
accomplices. The NHMP
which was high alert over a
tip-off searched an
Islamabad bound suspected
truck coming from Peshawar
on M1 near Charsadda.

During search, smuggled
items including cloth, steel
rolls, tea and cartons of can-
dies worth millions of rupees
were recovered. The police
impounded truck, arrest driv-
er and his other accomplices.
The recovered smuggled
items were later handed over
to authorities concerned.

PIA’s Privatization:
All legal formalities

fulfilled:

ISLAMABAD (INP): Caretaker Minister
for Privatization, Fawad Hasan Fawad has
said that to privatize national flag carrier
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), all
legal formalities have been fulfilled.

Interacting with a private news channel
on Saturday, he outlined various stages of
the process for the PIA’s privatization,
saying that the Privatization Commission
was diligently executing the task.

Fawad Hasan said that in order to
ensure transparency in the PIA’s privatiza-
tion, the representatives of Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA), besides the ministries of
education, law, and finance had also been
taken on board.

The caretaker government was carrying
out the privatization under the constitu-
tional amendments enacted by the previ-
ous elected government, he said adding
that the decision to the effect was taken by
the then government to prevent further
deterioration of the economy.

Fawad

The privatization minister rejected
rumors of negotiations about buying of the
PIA by a foreign government. Such base-
less allegations were being levelled by cer-
tain elements for their vested interests, he
added. To a question, he said that the care-
taker federal cabinet would ensure that no
employee of the PIA was unjustly
deprived of their legitimate rights.

Fawad Hasan said the problems being
faced by the national airline due to gover-
nance issues, financial mismanagement
and appointment of individuals ill-
equipped to manage the aviation industry.

He underscored the urgent need for
reforms to prevent further deterioration of
public institutions, including the PIA.

To a query, the minister said the gener-
al elections would be held on the sched-
uled date of February 8 and the caretaker
government was extending fully support
the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) in conducting the polls.

Sindhi lauds Shaikh Ayaz’s
contribution for democracy

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Minister
of Federal Education and Professional
Training Madad Ali Sindhi Saturday said
that the contribution of great poet and
writer Shaikh Ayaz in the democratic jour-
ney of Pakistan could not be ignored.

He was addressing a special event to
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of
Shaikh Ayaz.

The event organized by the Education
Ministry in collaboration with the National
Heritage and Culture Division and the
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting,
was also attended by federal ministers
Murtaza Solangi and Jamal Shah.

Madad Ali Sindhi said that Shaikh
Ayaz’s role in the intellectual awakening
of the youth of country in general and
those of Sindh in particular could not be
overlooked. He said that intellectuals
like Faiz Ahmed Faiz, Habib Jalib and
Shaikh Ayaz had done great service for
the country. Shaikh Ayaz continued his
service to the people of Sindh and
Pakistan even in the most oppressive
times of dictators, he added. He said that
his devotion and hardwork laid the foun-
dation of democracy which "we have in
the country today. The basic human
rights that the people enjoy today stem
from the sacrifices of Shaikh Ayaz."
Madad Ali said that after partition for

years the people of Sindh did not have
true political representation, and that
void was filled by the revolutionary
poetry of Shaikh Ayaz.

Madad Ali said that Shaikh Ayaz went
to prison numerous times due to his ideals.

He said After Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai,
Shaikh Ayaz would be the second who
would be remembered for his services for
democracy in Sindh.

Madad said that Shaikh Ayaz was not
only a Sindhi language poet but a prose
writer and former Vice Chancellor of
University of Sindh.

He said that Shaikh Ayaz could counted
as one of the prominent and great Sindhi
poets of Pakistan in general and Sindh in
particular. He said that he had authored
over 50 books on poetry, biographies,
plays and short stories in both Sindhi and
Urdu languages.

"His translations of Shah Jo Risalo,
which was written by the 18th-century
Sufi poet Shah Abdul Latif, from Sindhi to
Urdu language established him as an
authority in his domain".

He received Sitara-i-Imtiaz for his liter-
ary works and was regarded as a "revolu-
tionary and romantic poet", Madad Sindhi
concluded. It is worth mentioning here
that in 2018, a university, Shaikh Ayaz
University, was also established.

Commussioner visits different
projects to inspect ongoing
construction work

RAWALPINDI (APP): Commissioner
Rawalpindi Liaquat Ali Chatta here on
Saturday visited Rawalpindi Gymkhana,
Business Facilitation Centre, Allama Iqbal
Library and Sixth Road Metro Station and
reviewed the ongoing construction work.

He directed the authorities concerned to
complete the construction work of all the
projects by Sunday.

The commissioner said that the purpose
of the visit was to check all the arrange-
ments ahead of the inauguration of the
projects by the Punjab Chief Minister.

The construction work of Sixth
Road Metro Station, which would be
opened for the public after the inaugu-
ration, should be completed in next
couple of days, he instructed. He was

informed that 98 percent development
work of Allama Igbal Library and
Business Facilitation Center had been
completed.

At present, Allama Igbal Library had
20,000 books, while 50,000 more would
be arranged for it, the commissioner said.

A separate space had been allotted in
the library for the students, Liaquat Ali
Chatta said.

He said the establishment of Business
Facilitation Center at the Rawalpindi
Development Authority would help pro-
mote economic activities in the region.

On this occasion, RDA Director
General Saif Anwar Jappa, Director
Development Nazia Parveen Sudhan and
other officers concerned were present.

‘Allegiance with PML-N
surpasses personal gains’

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), senior
leader Talal Chaudhry on

Saturday said that his Although

party leaders agreed on
seat adjustments for those
who supported PML-N in
times of trouble.

be the wiser decision,
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), senior
leader Talal Chaudhry
added.

the entire

allegiance with the party
surpasses mere political
tickets or positions.
Talking to a private
news channel, he said that

party leadership support-
ed me for the ticket, a sit-
uvation emerged where
withdrawing from the
election ticket seemed to

"The decision was
challenging, but in the
best interest of the party, I
have made this choice,"
he added.

of Pakistan. They emphasized that Sartaj |
Aziz was not just a statesman but a vision- | | &

ary leader who dedicated his life to uplift-
ing the socio-economic landscape of our
nation. His legacy will continue to inspire
generations to come.

The speakers highlighted that Sartaj | .

Aziz held various important positions,

including serving as the National Security | |

Advisor to the Prime Minister of Pakistan.
He played a crucial role in shaping the

country's security policies, showcasing his | |

commitment to ensuring the well-being
and stability of Pakistan. Throughout his
career, he also held key positions in eco-
nomic and financial planning, contributing
to the overall development of the country.
Sartaj Aziz's multifaceted career reflects a
deep commitment to public service and a
comprehensive understanding of the com-
plex challenges facing Pakistan on both
domestic and international fronts.
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ISLAMABAD : Caretaker Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training Madad Ali Sindi

addressing on ceremony organized by minister for education and professional training in collaboration
with National Heritage and culture division and Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.
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(Afghan Banker to invest $10b )

KABUL (Agencies): Mirwais Azizi, an
Afghan banker and entrepreneur,
announced the opening of a relief settlement
for earthquake victims in Herat province’s
Zinda Jan district. He also mentioned his
intention to invest roughly 10 billion dollars
in Afghanistan soon. This Afghan merchant
made these remarks during the inauguration
ceremony of a relief settlement in the village
of Siah Ab, Zinda Jan district, Herat, on

has

J

A

The Frontier Post

FGHANISTA

RAJJAB 02, 1445 — SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2023

KABUL

(300 refugees arrive in Canada )

(Agenices):
Immigration and Citizenship Department has
announced that they have recently transferred
295 Afghan refugees from Pakistan to the city
of Toronto, Canada. The department announced
on Thursday, January 11, through a statement on
its official social media network, stating that
these refugees arrived in Toronto on a charter
flight. According to the Canadian Immigration
Department, these refugees will be resettled in

\approximately 34 cities across Canada.

The  Canadian

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Torkham crossing closed
to transit by Pakistan

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Torkham crossing was
closed by the Pakistani
government this morning
(Saturday) for transit.
Local officials of
Nangarhar said that
Pakistani border guards

demanded passports and
visas from Afghan driv-
ers, which is why the
Torkham crossing has
been closed.

Officials added that in
response to this action of
the Pakistani government,

they have also taken sim-
ilar action against
Pakistani drivers. "Those
drivers who do not have
passports and visas are
not allowed to go to
Pakistan from Torkham
and they should refrain

from traveling,” said
Qureshi Badlon, the head
of information at the
Information and Culture
Department of Nangarhar.

Meanwhile, drivers said
that on both sides business-
men have suffered signifi-
cant financial losses as a
result of the closure of the
Torkham crossing.

They called for a perma-
nent solution to this prob-
lem. "This is an internation-
al route. Every time they
block and open this road.
This problem must be
solved fundamentally, this
problem is from Pakistan's
side,” Mohammad Anwar
Sofi, a driver told
TOLOnews.

"Either open it properly
or block it. We are lost and
confused about what to
do,” Sur Gul, another driv-
er told TOLOnews.

This is the fifth time in
the past four months that
the Pakistani government
has closed the Torkham
crossing, sometimes to
patients and passengers as
well as to transit vehicles.

Over 110 projects launched in current
solar year: Public Works Ministry

KABUL (TOLOnews):
The Ministry of Public
Works said that it has
started work on more than
110 development and
maintenance projects in
the current solar year that
are supposed to be put
into operation by the end
of the year.

Ashraf Hagshenas, the
spokesman of this min-
istry, added that so far

more than 90 maintenance |+

projects worth 2 billion
Afghanis have been com-
pleted in the country.

Hagshenas said: "In the
current year, the Ministry
of Public Works had a
plan of 110 development
and maintenance projects,
and has started the work
of about 1,000 kilometers
of roads, 30 bridge piers,
and more than 1,500
check bridge piers in dif-
ferent parts of
Afghanistan."

The construction of the
Kabul-Kandahar highway,
the Afghan ring road and
the reconstruction of the
Salang  highway are
among the activities of
this ministry. A number of

citizens, the grounds must
be provided for the
resumption of activities of
global institutions.

"In Afghanistan, after
two years of a bad politi-
cal interaction, we are
unfortunately experienc-
ing the decrease of for-
eign investment in
Afghanistan, and only the
factor of domestic invest-

tions such as ADP,
USAID have stopped the
infrastructure  projects

they had in Afghanistan,"
said Sayed Massoud, an
economic analyst. The
Ministry of Economy
assured that in order to
provide opportunities for
the citizens of the coun-
try, the ministry is trying
to attract more invest-

such as railways, con-
struction of highways,
energy development and
transparent extraction of
mines and attention to
job-creating programs are
focused." Nearly a week
ago, the  Economic
Commission of the Prime
Minister's Office said in a
statement that 24 different
projects worth about 10

economic analysts ment is wused," said ments. Latif Nazari, the billion Afghanis have

emphasized that in order Mohammad Nabi, an eco- Deputy = Minister of been approved by the

to grow the economy and nomic analyst. Economy, said: National = Procurement

find jobs for the country's "International institu- "Infrastructural plans Commission.
Rival famili d

FAIZABAD (Pajhwok): the families of the late ago with the killing of one between these families

Two families have recon-
ciled by ending their 20
years old enmity in north-
eastern Badakhshan
province, thanks to media-
tion from tribal elders and
local officials.

Qari Mohammad Asif
Zafaryar, administrative
chief for Kishim district,
said the enmity between

Abdul Mateen and Abdul
Awal surfaced 20 years
ago over the division of
the inheritance in Nab vil-
lage of this district. He
said the feud between
these families ended as a
result of efforts by local
officials and tribal lead-
ers. According to him, the
enmity surfaced 20 years

person, Rafiullah. The
family of the slain par-
doned the other side and
their enmity converted
into friendship and broth-
erhood.

Both  the families
regreted their enmity and
miserable life during the
past 20 year, he added. He
said currently the enmity

had been resolved and
their tension eliminated
following the efforts by
tribal leaders and local
officials. They had always
strived to solve such dis-
putes and encouraged
influential figures and eld-
ers to converted feuds into
friendship by cooperating
with them, he concluded.

Over 40,000 refugees
returned since start of
January: Ministry

N

KABUL (TOLOnews):
The Ministry of Refugees
and Repatriation reported
that more than 40,000
Afghan refugees have
returned to the country
from Pakistan, Iran and
Turkey since January Ist.

Abdul Mutalib
Haqqani, a spokesman for
the Ministry of Refugees
and Repatriation, told
TOLOnews that most of
these refugees were
deported and some of
them left voluntarily.

The spokesman said:
“Since  January st
42,000 refugees have

returned to the country --
they have returned to the
country in a forced and
voluntary manner.”
Meanwhile, newly
returned refugees have
said that they are dealing
with many challenges and
the caretaker government
should address these
challenges as soon as
possible. Eighty-year-old
Shah Daraz Khan, who
returned from Pakistan
with 18 members of his
family, said that he has no
shelter and has been liv-
ing under a tent in the
corner of Kabul since his

Y7

return.

Shah Daraz Khan, said:
“I have no home, no
work, no other things,
and no means to work and
help. No institution
helped us and also the
Islamic Emirate has not
helped us yet.” A number
of newly expelled
refugees from Pakistan
have also asked the inter-
im government to talk to
the Pakistani authorities
to stop the process of
deporting refugees from
Pakistan.

“Our
Pakistan

demand from
is to tolerate

Afghan refugees until the
end of winter,” said Basit,
an expelled refugee.

“We ask the Islamic

Emirate to talk to
Pakistan to stop the
expulsion of Afghan

refugees until the end of
winter because there are
many challenges and win-
ter must pass,” said Abdul
Rahman, another expelled
refugee.

According to the statis-
tics of the ministry, more
than 5 million Afghan
refugees live in Iran and
more than 3 million
refugees live in Pakistan.

Mawlawi Abdul Kabir: We want
good relations with all countries

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Deputy Prime Minister for
Political Affairs, Mawlawi
Abdul Kabir, said the
Islamic Emirate does not
want its relations with
neighboring countries and
the world to be damaged in
any way.

Speaking in Kabul at a
gathering titled "The role of
scholars and tribal elders in
strengthening relations
between the nation and the
system" Abdul Kabir said
they will not allow any for-
eigner to occupy
Afghanistan again, and that
they will stop the institu-
tions that work against the

system.
“You should not be wor-
ried that the Islamic

Emirate is in confrontation
with the world to cause
problems for Afghanistan.
No, this is not the case. It
may be clear to you that we
had a problem with Iran
regarding the Helmand
water, which was solved
through understanding,” he
noted.

The Deputy Prime
Minister  for  Political
Affairs added that no resist-
ance, including Daesh, has
clear activities in
Afghanistan, and all oppo-
sition and terrorist groups
have been identified and
suppressed in Afghanistan.

"Here [in Afghanistan]
anyone, including Daesh,

made conspiracies against
the Islamic system, but the
Islamic Emirate strongly
fought against them and
defeated them. Daesh was a
threat not only to
Afghanistan but also to the
world and the countries of
the region,” Mawlawi
Abdul Kabir further added.

Speaking at the gather-
ing, the acting Minister of
Vice and Virtue
Mohammad Khalid Hanafi
criticized UNAMA's state-
ments on the arrest of
women, saying that the
organization should refrain
from releasing unilateral
and unfounded reports

about Afghanistan.
"UNAMA decides uni-
laterally. We tell UNAMA
to take notes and refrain
from this kind of unilateral
decision and publication of

reports in the future,”
Hanafi noted.
At the  gathering,

Khairullah Khairkhwa, the
acting minister of informa-
tion and culture, said that
under the pretext of an
inclusive government in
Afghanistan, the world
wants to include those who
are accomplices of foreign-
ers in the government.
"They talk of an inclu-
sive government, I swear

that they do not care about
inclusiveness.

They want their people
to come. The Islamic
Emirate is a people's gov-
ernment, and after this, this
process will be strength-
ened, but it will never be

the way they want,”
Khairkhwa added.

The Deputy Prime
Minister for  Political

Affairs, Mawlawi Abdul
Kabir, emphasized having
good relations with the
world, saying that war is
not the solution and all
issues should be resolved
through dialogue and posi-
tive interaction.

Suppression of Women in
Afghanistan has intensified: HRW

Hakim Bigzaad

uman Rights Watch
H}alas said that the
ctions of the Taliban

administration towards
women until 2023 indicate
that the suppression is deep-
ening. This organization
added that in addition to the
long-standing deprivation of
women of their fundamental
rights such as the right to edu-
cation, work, and assembly in
public spaces, the recent sup-
pression and detention of
women have increased.
Human Rights Watch
has emphasized that the
detention of protesting
women in 2023, including
Julia Parsi and Neda
Parwani, along with their
family members, shows

that the suppression of
women is on the rise.
According to this organiza-
tion, there are also reports
of the punishment of
women in prisons.
However, Zabihullah
Mujahid, the spokesperson
for the Taliban, had previous-
ly stated that these women are
receiving orders from outside.
Meanwhile, a wave of
arrests of young girls for
“improper veiling” has
recently begun in various
parts of Kabul, including
the western part of the city,
which has provoked signif-
icant reactions from citi-
zens and human rights
activists. Munisa Mobaraz,
a women’s rights activist,
says that the detention of
young girls without a

guardian is an illegal action
carried out by the Taliban,
and there is no justification
for such actions by an “ille-
gitimate” government.

It should be noted that the
United Nations Deputy
Mission in Afghanistan, or
UNAMA, in its recent report
based on the detention of girls
on charges of “improper veil-
ing,” stated that they are
investigating reports that
claim money is demanded in
exchange for the release of
these girls.

Maryam, one of the girls in
western Kabul, expresses
concerns that the goal of these
detentions is to create fear and
terror among girls, forcing
them into a sedentary lifestyle
and the policies of the previ-
ous Taliban era. Human

Rights Watch continues to
highlight the actions of the
Taliban over the past two
years, including the closure of
women'’s salons and the pro-
hibition of their presence in
public places like parks and
travel without a guardian.

According to this organi-
zation, the Special
Rapporteur on Human
Rights of the United Nations
in Afghanistan presented a
report to the United Nations
Human Rights Council in
June, detailing the wide-
spread and systematic dis-
crimination that women and
girls in Afghanistan face,
concluding that this is
“gender-based sexual
harassment and a frame-
work of institutionalized
gender apartheid.”




The

PPP to initiate
housing scheme for
homeless people: Bilawal

F.P. Report

BAHAWALPUR: Chairman Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari addressing the Party’s public
gathering in Bahawalpur, Punjab said
that the Jiyalas are running the elec-
toral campaign nationwide. The PPP
is contesting the elections not
because of any personal interest, but
to serve the people. Pakistan is going
through a tumultuous time and is fac-
ing a historic economic crisis, with
unprecedented increases in inflation,
unemployment and poverty.

When Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
laid the foundation of the Party, the
country was going through a financial
crisis then too, the Quaid-e-Awam
gave us a manifesto that helped
strengthen the downtrodden masses
of the country, including the poor
farmers and labourers. Once again,
we require a pro-people, pro-labour-
er, pro-farmer and pro-poor govern-
ment. The rest of the political parties
represent the elite while the PPP rep-
resents the common people. If the
people stamp the symbol of the
arrow, then the government forming
resultantly will be theirs. The
Pakistan People’s Party, following the
footsteps of Shaheed Quaid-e-Awam
is contesting the elections based on a
10-point economic contract.

Chairman Bilawal said that his
first aim would be to not only
increase the wages, but double them
within five years. The workers of
Bahawalpur should apprise the peo-
ple of the PPP’s aims, which include
providing free and quality education
to the people, establishing an IT uni-
versity in the city and nationwide. It
is the PPP’s promise to Bahawalpur
that it will establish free-of-cost
healthcare institutions such as the
NICVD. We will begin with South
Punjab, and every district of the
region will get a free hospital, fol-
lowed by the rest of Punjab. When
Quaid-e-Awam Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto was in office, he gave owner-
ship to the people, and launched a 5
Marla scheme’, and Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto introduced
a “7 Marla scheme’.

The people should support the PPP
so that it can fulfil its aims of build-
ing three million homes for the peo-

ple nationwide, as it is already doing
in Sindh, while giving ownership to
the women of the households.
Chairman Bilawal directed the
Party’s workers to go to every area
with temporary housing, and let the
people know that it is our aim to reg-
ularise the construction and give
them ownership so they too can live
in the serenity of their own home.

Chairman Bilawal instructed the
Party workers to go to every doorstep
and tell the people that the PPP plans
to expand the revolutionary, interna-
tionally-acclaimed Benazir Income
Support Programme to incorporate
employment, education and health
facilities for the poor women of the
country. The PPP also aims to give
interest-free loan to the poor women
of the country so they can make their
contribution to society while attain-
ing independence. “Bilawal Bhutto’s
government will introduce the
‘Benazir Mazdoor Card’ and the
‘Benazir Kissan Card’ to provide the
labourers and farmers of the country
with financial assistance directly”,
Chairman Bilawal resolved.
Subsidies will be provided directly to
the growers and farmers so that their
crops are insured and they do not
have to bear the burden of any
unforeseen catastrophe.

Addressing the youth, Chairman
Bilawal said that he plans on intro-
ducing the ‘Youth Card’ to provide
the youngsters with financial assis-
tance as well as equip them with the
necessary skills to see to it that they
flourish professionally. The PPP will
also establish ‘Youth Centers’ in
every district. The PPP also aims to
initiate  the ‘Bhook  Mitao
Programme’ to combat with hunger
on the level of union councils, and
provide free lunch in schools, as well
as look after the new mothers and
infants for the first thousand days so
that no one goes to sleep on an empty
stomach in the country.

Chairman PPP said that he is con-
testing the elections on these 10
points, and the PPP will be victorious
and a government of the people will
be formed. The PPP is not competing
with any other party, it is the party of
martyrs. The PPP’s only competition
is the inflation, poverty and unem-
ployment. When given the opportuni-

ty, the PPP will show how a govern-
ment can cater to the poor, farmers
and labourers. The PPP is the only
party that has the skills to do this, and
its history is a testimony of this. It is
the season of elections and the PPP is
focusing especially on Punjab, and
the Party will be triumphant in all the
provinces. The PPP will not only
form the federal government, but also
the provincial governments. A Jiyala
will be the CM of Punjab, Chairman
Bilawal said.

Chairman PPP said that the Jiyalas
of the Party would have to struggle
for their victory and work hard as if it
is a matter of life and death. We have
all the answers to the problems that
the country is faced with. None of the
other parties are interested in the
crises faced by their people, they only
care for power and have resorted to
settling scores against each other out
of personal vendettas. The PPP wish-
es to bury the traditional politics of
hate and division, and will introduce
a new form of politics, the aim of
which would be to serve the poor and
downtrodden. One political party is
contesting the elections to avoid
prison, while the other is doing so for
its leader to be released from jail. The
PPP is the only party that is contest-
ing solely for the people.

Chairman PPP said that when
someone is out to hunt a lion, a bat is
rendered redundant, and only the
arrow works. This is the season of
hunting, and the people have to prove
that ‘Aaj Bhi Bhutto Zinda Hai’, by
stamping the symbol of the arrow on
February 8. Chairman Bilawal said
that Ali Hasan Gilani and Hafiz
Hussain are the Party’s representative
from Bahawalpur, and they are to be
made victorious. Malik Shahrukh is
the Party’s candidate from the provin-
cial and National Assemblies, and he
has to win so that the people can be
served by the Party. Abdul Mujeeb
Chanar, Naseem Shah, Amin Shah,
Rifatur Rehman, Dost Muhammad
Khosa, Tatheer ul Hassan and Mr.
Gardezi are the Party’s candidates
and will be triumphant with the sup-
port of the people. Chairman Bilawal
welcomed Zafar Warraich to the
Party and announced that he will be
contesting on its behalf in Rahimyar
Khan.

Parvez Elahi
out of
election race

JI demands equal playing
field for all political parties

F.P. Report

LAHORE: The Lahore
High Court (LHC) has
rejected Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)
President Parvez Elahi’s
plea against the rejection
of his nomination papers,
however, his wife Qaisara
was granted permission to
contest the February 8
general elections from
two constituencies.

A three-member bench
headed by Justice Ali
Baqar Najafi issued the
verdict on pleas filed by
the embattled party's
president and his wife
challenging the appellate
tribunal’s and returning
officer’s (RO) decisions.
The high court upheld the
verdicts given by the RO
and appellate tribunal
regarding the rejection of
Elahi’s nomination papers
from NA-64 and PP-32.

Additionally, the LHC
full bench also rejected
Moonis Elahi’s appeal
against the rejection of
his nominations from
NA-64, NA-69, PP-32,
and PP-34. However,
Qaisara's nomination
papers from NA-64 and
PP-32 have been accepted
for contesting the forth-
coming general polls.

On January 8, an elec-
tion tribunal rejected
Elahi and his wife's
appeals against the rejec-
tion of their nomination
papers from NA-59 and
PP-23, upholding RO’s
decision of declaring
them "disqualified" for
concealing asset details
and other information. A
series of objections had
been raised against them,
which included the con-
cealing of assets, non-dis-
closure of shares in dif-
ferent companies,
Qaisara’s foreign visit,
non-compliance with the
rule to open separate bank
accounts for expenditures
in both constituencies,
technical mistakes in doc-
uments and submitting
documents without verifi-
cation from the oath com-
mission.

The senior PTI leader
was initially arrested on
June 1 in a Rs70 million
graft case related to the
embezzlement of devel-
opment funds allocated
for the Gujrat district and
has been behind bars ever
since. He was released
several times in between,
only to be re-arrested
immediately in different
cases, including a money
laundering case and alle-
gations of illegal appoint-
ments in the Punjab
Assembly.

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Jamaat-i-
Islami  leader  Senator
Mushtaq Ahmad Khan has
urged the election commis-
sion of Pakistan and the
apex court to provide equal
level playing fields to all
political parties, ensure the
general elections are held
on Feb, 8 and avoid depriv-
ing a specific party of its
election symbol.

He was addressing a
party workers’ convention
as chief guest at Talash here
on Saturday. The JI Youth
wing Talash chapter organ-
ized the event which was
attended by a large number
of party workers and youths
from the area.

The convention was also
addressed by the JI candi-
date for NA 7 Maulana Dr
Muhammad Ismail, PK 16
candidate Shad Nawaz
Khan, former tehsil nazim
Riaz Muhammad, JI Youth
wing district president
Ateequr Rehman, JI tehsil
emir Malik Sher Bahadar,
Muhsin Khan and others.

Realizing the importance
of youths’ votes, the JI sen-
ator said that 130 million
youths lived in the country
and their role could not be
ruled out. He asked the JI
Youth wing to mobilize
youths and women to vote
this time for the JI. He said
the JI would provide educa-
tion to every child, health-
care to every citizen and

would distribute national
resources equally among
the people. He said that
election was the right of
250 million Pakistanis and
the ECP should ensure its
timely conduction. He said
that militency would never
succeed and elections
would be held right on Feb
8. "We will not allow any-
one to postpone elections”,
Mushtaq said.

Senator Mushtaq con-
demned the arrest of the
Pukhtun Tahaffuz
Movement (PTM) chief
Manzoor Pashteen and
termed it illegal and uncon-
stitutional. The JI chief also
condemned the ‘forced dis-
appearance’ of Baluchis
and said that the Baluch
protesters had genuine
demands.

He said the JI had been
struggling for the enforce-
ment of Islamic system
through ballet in the coun-
try that guaranteed equal
facilities of education,
healthcare and shelter to
citizens and ensured justice
to all irrespective of peo-
ple's social and economical
status.

He said the Islamic sys-
tem would rid Pakistan
from slavery of the IMF,
World Bank and America.
He said the JI wanted
across the board accounta-
bility of the judges,
Generals and bureaucrats.
He alleged that rulers had
looted national wealth and

shifted it abroad for their
personal gains. He said the
JI would take into accounts
all the elements involved in
plundering the national
wealth.

Talking about the justice
system the JI senator said
that 2.1 million cases were
under-trial in courts. He
alleged the country was
being ruled by ‘mafia’ that
had roots even in the parlia-
ment and judiciary. “Some
individuals and political
parties want to postpone the
general election in the garb
of militancy but the JI will
not let it so”’, Mushtaq said,
adding that delaying polls
was tantamount to surren-
dering before the militants.

Talking about the current
situation in the country
Mushtaq Ahmad said that
prices of daily use items
increased weekly while
millions of youth were job-
less despite getting higher
degrees from universities.
The JI senator was of the
view that free, fair and
transparent elections were
the only solution to all
problems faced by the
nation. He said that depriv-
ing a political party of its
election symbol and arrest-
ing its candidates was not
fair. About his party, Mr
Ahmad said that the JI had
the biggest ambulance serv-
ice in the country and was
facilitating 300, 00 orphans
despite the fact that it was
not in government.

UNHRSs official warns UNSC of
‘very real’ risk of atrocities in Gaza

NEW YORK: “Incendiary
statements” by some within
the Israeli leadership call-
ing for the permanent reset-
tlement of Palestinians in
other  countries  have
sparked fears that they are
being deliberately forced
out of Gaza and will not be
allowed to return. A leading
UN human rights Official
warned the  Security
Council on Friday that “this
must not be permitted” and
that compelling
Palestinians to evacuate
their land might be tanta-
mount to a war crime.

Ilze Brands Kehris, the
assistant secretary-general
for human rights, told
council members that “the
horror of the Oct. 7 attacks,
for which there must be
accountability, will not be
forgotten.” But the threat of
forced displacement carries
“particular resonance” for
Palestinians, she added. “It
is seared into Palestinian
collective consciousness by
what they refer to as the

Nakba, or “catastrophe,” of
1948 when millions of
Palestinians were forced

from their homes,” she
said.
Brands Kehris was

speaking during a meeting
of the Security Council that
was requested by Algeria to
discuss the threat
Palestinians face of forced
displacement in Gaza. She
said the mass displacement
began on Oct. 12 when
Israeli authorities ordered
civilians living north of
Wadi Gaza to leave their
homes and head south,
ahead of the launch of
Israel’s military offensive.
“While Israel stated that its
evacuation orders have
been for the safety of
Palestinian civilians, it
appears that Israel has
made scant provision to
ensure such relocations
comply with international
law, in particular by ensur-
ing access to appropriate
hygiene, health, safety,
nutrition and shelter, and

taking steps to minimize
the risk of separation of
family members,” Brands
Kehris said.

“Such compelled evacu-
ations, failing to meet the
necessary conditions for
lawfulness, therefore poten-
tially amount to forcible
transfer: a war crime.
“These orders have often
been confusing, requiring
civilians to move to so-
called ‘humanitarian zones’
or ‘known shelters,” despite
the fact that many such
areas have been subse-
quently struck during Israeli
military operations, and the
lack of any capacity in the
shelters to absorb more peo-
ple.” More than 90 percent
of the population of Gaza is
suffering from acute food
insecurity, she added, and
many are on the brink of
“avoidable, human-made”
famine. She stressed that
starvation of a civilian pop-
ulation as a tactic of war is
prohibited under interna-
tional law. — Arab News
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All formalities
completed
for PIA’s
privatization

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker  Privatization
Minister Fawad Hassan
Fawad on Saturday said
that all the legal formalities
had been completed for the
privatization of Pakistan
International Airlines
(PIA).

Talking to a private
news channel, he outlined
various stages of the
process for the PIA's priva-
tization, saying that the
Privatization Commission
was diligently executing
the task. Fawad said that in
order to enure transparency
in the PIA's privatization,
the representatives of Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA),
besides the ministries of
education, law, and finance
had also been taken on
board.

Fawad said the caretaker
government was carrying
out the privatization under
the constitutional amend-
ments enacted by the previ-
ous elected government.
The decision to the effect
was taken by the then gov-
ernment to prevent further
deterioration of the econo-
my, he added. The minister
rejected rumors of negotia-
tions about buying of the
PIA by a foreign govern-
ment. Such baseless allega-
tions were being levelled
by certain elements for
their vested interests, he
added.

To a question, he said
that the caretaker federal
cabinet would ensure that
no employee of the PIA
was unjustly deprived of
their legitimate rights. He
said the problems being
faced by the national airline
due to governance issues,
financial mismanagement
and appointment of indi-
viduals ill-equipped to
manage the aviation indus-
try.

He wunderscored the
urgent need for reforms to
prevent further deteriora-
tion of public institutions,
including the PIA. To a
query, the minister said the
general elections would be
held on the scheduled date
of February 8 and the care-
taker government was
extending fully support the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) in conduct-
ing the polls.

Pak dispatches

Jfourth aid
consignment

Jor Gaza
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
dispatched the fourth batch
of 20 tons of relief goods for
the oppressed people of
Gaza.

The relief goods were dis-
patched from Noor Khan Air
Base by a special flight of
Pakistan Air Force.
Caretaker Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani, Palestinian
Ambassador to Pakistan
Ahmed Jawad Rabi’i, offi-
cials of NDMA and Armed
Forces were also present at
the airbase.

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Jalil Abbas Jilani
expressed full support to the
Palestinian people. He con-
demned Israel’s use of dis-
proportionate and indis-
criminate force against
civilians, especially women
and children in Gaza. The
foreign minister also reiter-
ated full support to South

Africa’s genocide case
against Israel at the
International ~ Court of

Justice. He called for an
immediate ceasefire as well
as ensuring the immediate
delivery of humanitarian aid
to the people of Gaza. On
this occasion, Palestinian
Ambassador thanked the
government of Pakistan for
providing relief goods.

PTI finalises candidates
for all constituencies

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
released the list of candi-
dates for the legislatures
with  several National
Assembly constituencies
marked as pending mainly
due to the difference of

opinion.
Interestingly, the PTI has
fielded its candidates

against its erstwhile close
ally Sheikh Rashid Ahmad
and his nephew Sheikh
Rashid Shafiq, as the two
sides reportedly developed
differences over last year’s
May 9 mayhem. There is no
nomination pending from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
whereas in the other three
provinces — Punjab, Sindh
and Balochistan — dozens
of constituencies are still
open for final nominations
from the party.

Meanwhile, PTI
Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan is a candidate
from NA-10, Buner-I, and
Omar Ayub Khan is contest-
ing from NA-18, Haripur.
Murad Saeed and Advocate
Kamal Khan have been
named candidates for NA-4,
Swat-III, former NA speak-
er Asad Qaiser is contesting
from NA-19, Swabi-I, ex-
minister Ali Muhammad
Khan from NA-23, Mardan-
111, Sher Afzal Marwat from
NA-41, Lakki Marwat, Ali
Amin Gandapur from NA-
44, DIK-L.

From the Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT),
Amir Masood Mughal is

fighting from NA-46,
Advocate Shoaib Shaheen
from NA-47 and Al

Bokhari from NA-48.

In Punjab, Major Tahir
Sadiq has been fielded from
NA-49 in Attock and his

daughter Eman Sadiq from
NA-50, Raja Basharat and
Shahriyar Riaz have been
fielded from NA-55 and
NA-56, Rawalpindi, where
Sheikh Rashid returned
many times in the pat while
Senior party leader Shah
Mehmood Qureshi has
been fielded from Multan
and Tharparkar.

Ayaz Amir is the PTI’s
candidate for NA-58,
Chakwal, Riaz Fatyna for
NA-107, Sheikh Wagqas
Akram for NA-109, Brig
Ejaz Shah from NA-112,
Nankana, senior lawyers
Latif Khosa for NA-122,
Salman Akram Raja for
NA-128 and Dr.Yasmin
Rashid for NA-130,
Lahore.

From NA-151, Multan,
Shah Mehmood Qureshi
and Mehar Bano Qureshi
have been named while
Jamshaid Dasti is the PTI
candidate for NA-175,
Zartaj Gul for NA-185,
Qureshi for NA-214 and
Ghulam Qadir Sanjrani for
for NA-260.

From Faisalabad, Ali
Sahi, son of former speaker
of Punjab Assembly Afzal
Sahi has been fielded from
an NA seat whereas
Sahibzada Hamid Raza,
son of late Sahibzada Fazal
Karim, has also been
awarded a ticket from
Faisalabad for the NA seat.

From Lahore, former
PML-N MPA Wasim Qadir
has been fielded from NA-
121 from where he will
contest against PML-N’s
Sheikh  Rohail Asgher
whereas former Punjab
governor Mian Azhar is the
party candidate from NA-
129. Shafqat Mehmood,
two-time MNA of PTI from
Lahore, withdrew his nom-
ination papers.

The most significant
decision regarding Lahore
has also been made as for-
mer Punjab Health Minister
Dr Yasmin Rashid has been
fielded from NA-130
against former prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif. From
NA-127, PTI has fielded
former Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) MNA, Malik
Zaheer Abbas Khokhar and
he will contest against PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and PML-N’s Atta
Tarar. Salman Akram Raja
has also been fielded for an
NA seat in Lahore.

According to a notifica-
tion, for the NA-108 (Shah
Jewna/ Mochiwala) seat,
former federal minister
Sahibzada Mehboob
Sultan, for NA-109 (Jhang
urban) former federal min-
ister Sheikh Waqas Akram
and NA-110
(Shorkot/Ahmedpur Sial)
Sahibzada Ahmed Sultan
were awarded tickets.

A candidate from the
Hindu community, Lal
Chand, is also contesting
elections from NA-213 in
Umer Kot whereas Qureshi
has been fielded from NA-
214, a seat that falls in
Tharparkar.

However, at least 34 NA
constituencies still have no

candidates and  these
include Lahore,
Gujranwala, Faisalabad,

Kasur, Khanewal, Sahiwal
and Pakpattan.

Meanwhile, the PTI has
decided to announce the
remaining names of ticket
holders on different seats
once their cases are decided
by the court. PTI President
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi and
his son Chaudhry Moonis
Elahi are out of the poll
race due to the rejection of
their papers.

Youth are leaders
of future, says KP CM

F.P. Report

SWABI: Caretaker Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa Justice (R) Syed
Arshad Hussain Shah has
termed the youth as real
asset of the nation and
leader of the future; and
urged upon them to be
focused on their studies, to
work hard in order to come
up to the expectations of
their parents as well the
entire nation, and to enable
themselves to deal with the
challenges ahead, adding
that they will have to
shoulder great responsibili-
ties in the time to come
with regard to national
development for which
they need to prepare them-
selves.

He has termed the well-
being of youth as one of the
foremost priorities of his
government and said that
from the very first day of his
Chief Ministership, he has

been working on various
initiatives to empower and
strengthen the young lot of
the province with the aim to
ensure their employability
in international markets.

He expressed these
views while addressing as
chief guest the 10th Parents
Day event at Kernal Sher
Khan Cadet College Swabi
on Saturday.

He remarked that Kernal
Sher Khan Shaheed is a
real hero of the nation who
laid down his life for the
sake of motherland adding
that the entire nation pays
tributes to his bravery,
courage and great sacri-
fices rendered for the
nation. He urged upon the
cadets to follow Kernal
Sher Khan Shaheed as their
role model and to have the
same spirit for the country.

“We owe our peaceful
lives to the sacrifices of
national heroes like Kernal
Sher Khan who laid down

their  lives for the
nation”.remarked the Chief
Minister adding that today
we, as a nation, pay rich
tribute to the sacrifices of
our heroes.

Arshad Hussain Shah
said that Kernal Sher Khan
Cadet College is a vibrant
mosaic of diverse culture
and backgrounds where
cadet from all over the
country live together in
unity and discipline, striv-
ing to become in-valuable

assets for the nation,
adding that in short span of
time, the college has

achieved remarkable suc-
cess, its academic perform-
ance speaks to the high
standards of education; and
the credit of all this goes to
the faculty, cadets and their
parents. He congratulated
the cadets for their wonder-
ful performance in parade,
PT Show, gymnastic, rid-
ing etc and termed it truly
captivating.

ECP warns candidates seeking
symbol of other party of consequences

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Saturday
warned candidates, who
were members of one politi-
cal party and were seeking
allocation of symbol of
other political party, of con-
sequences.

"In exercise of powers,
conferred upon the
Commission under section 4
of the Election Act, 2017,
the Commission hereby
direct that no symbol of any
political party be allocated
to any such candidate who is
member of one political
party and seek allocation of
symbol of other political

party."

The bench headed by
Chief Election Commissi-
oner (CEC) Sikandar Sultan
Raja and including mem-
bers Nisar Ahmed Durrani,
Shah Muhammad Jatoi,
Babar Hassan Bharwana,
and Justice (Retd) Ikram
Ullah Khan also directed the
ROs to reject all such appli-
cations proceeding strictly
in accordance with law and
in term of the direction of

Apex Court.
The ECP observed that in
accordance with the

Election Act 2017, a candi-
date providing a party affili-
ation certificate could not be
a member of more than one
party simultaneously.
Emphasizing adherence to
legal  procedures, the

Commission referred to the
Supreme Court's decision in
the Habib Akram case.

Referring to section 66 of
the Election Act, 2017, the
ECP stated that "candidates
who submit incomplete
nomination papers, espe-
cially those omitting the
required affidavit, will face
rejection”.

The ECP also noted that
it had received a multitude
of applications from candi-
dates, raising concerns
about manipulation of the
system, deception, and
potential violations of elec-
toral laws, and warned the
candidates of  "conse-
quences for false statements
in their nomination papers'
affidavits".
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