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Israeli forces must halt: UN

GENEVA (AFP): The UN voiced grave
concern Tuesday over escalating violence
in the West Bank, demanding that Israeli
security forces “immediately end their
active participation in and support for set-
tler attacks” on Palestinians there. “Israeli
authorities must instead prevent further
attacks, including by bringing those resp-
onsible to account,” Ravina Shamdasani,
spokeswoman for the United Nations
rights office, told reporters in Geneva.

Four killed in mishap

SRINAGAR (PPI): At least four peo-
ple were killed and three rescued after
a boat carrying mostly school children
capsized in the river Jhelum in
Srinagar on Tuesday morning.
Personnel of the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) have been
deployed to rescue the other missing
persons. The three rescued were
receiving treatment in Srinagar’s
SMHS hospital.
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister, Ishaq Dar and Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia, Prince Faisal bin
Farhan al-Saud holding a joint press conference.

WASHINGTON: Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb said that
Pakistan needs two to three
years to implement struc-
tural reforms prescribed by
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). 

Speaking at the Atlantic
Council think tank in
Washington, Aurangzeb
said that Pakistan doesn't
need more policy prescrip-
tions as it knows what it
needs to keep the economy
steady which is implemen-
tation of reforms. "We have
known the what and why
not for years but for
decades. [...] It's time for us
to actually start moving the
execution of these aspects
and why we're looking for
a larger and extended pro-
gram, so once we get into
the execution we will need
a two to three-year time
period to go through the
structural reforms," said
Aurangzeb. 

The finance minister is
currently in the US to hold
talks with the global lender
for a new bailout package
and attend the World Bank
meetings. Aurangzeb said
that if Pakistan — which
has entered 24 programs
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) —
doesn't go through the
structural reforms, unfortu-
nately, the country would
still be looking for another
program. 

"The purpose is to agree
on the priorities with the
Fund and try to get the EFF
in place as quickly as we
can but these are just pre-
liminary discussions," said
the finance minister.
Speaking about the coun-
try's economic outlook,
Aurangzeb said that
Pakistan entered this year
in much better shape and a
lot of it has to do with the
nine-month Stand-By
Arrangement (SBA) pro-
gramme. 

He said that the overall
GDP was moving in the
right direction, agriculture
GDP and services sector
are doing well inflation has
come down from the peak
of 37-38% and the
exchange rate is stable,
adding that all of this has
moved the country in the
right direction. "Now we
need permanence in the
macroeconomic stability
hence the discussion with
IMF on a larger and
extended program. We are
also going to be focused on
the growth aspects of it
because when you are talk-
ing to Fund or you are in a
Fund program, it's only
about stabilisation."

Aurangzeb said that the
ownership and the sponsor-
ship of the next program
comes from Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif as he has
been "quiet keen and
vocal" that Pakistan is

going to go in another pro-
gram to run with the struc-
tural reforms agenda.
When asked how is the
Finance Ministry going to
achieve close to balance
budget, FinMin Aurangzeb
said that they need to bring
the under-taxed and
untaxed sectors into the
net. 

When it comes to rev-
enue and tax authority,
Pakistan needs to go end-
to-end digitalisation of the
tax authority to minimise
human intervention, he
added. "Its not just about
revenue, its about trans-
parency and client experi-
ence which is going to
bring trust and confidence
back into the tax authority." 

He added that Pakistan
needs to move towards
public-private partnerships
at federal and provincial
levels. When asked about
Pakistan's priorities with
reforms at the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
World Bank, Aurangzeb
Pakistan deals with the
effects of climate change
and financial inclusivity. 

"We are dealing with
adaptation and financing
and to the extent that these
institutions come in to help
countries like Pakistan from
inclusive growth perspec-
tive and climate change per-
spective. Our interests are
going to be very well
aligned." — Agencies

Need 2-3 years for structural
reforms, says Aurangzeb

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: General
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M),
Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
presided over 264th Corps
Commanders' Conference
(CCC) held at GHQ. Forum
paid rich tribute to the
supreme sacrifices of
Shuhadas including officers
and men of the Armed
Forces, Law Enforcement
Agencies and the citizens
who have laid their lives for
peace and stability in the
country.

COAS appreciated the
untiring efforts of Pakistan
Army and LEAs in success-
fully thwarting several terror-
ist attacks and neutralising
key terrorist commanders
during ongoing counterter-
rorism operations. COAS
directed commanders to pro-
actively deny any space to
the terrorists. COAS said,
"Armed Forces and LEAs of
Pakistan, fully backed by the
resilient nation, remain deter-
mined to permanently elimi-
nate this menace from
Pakistan, INSHA'ALLAH".

The forum condemned

heartless terrorist attack
against Chinese nationals in
Besham as well as heinous
killings of innocent civilians
in Balochistan. Forum was
briefed on how terrorist
groups operating from
Afghanistan pose a threat to
regional and global security,
besides acting as proxies
against Pakistan and its eco-
nomic interests, especially
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor.

Forum expressed serious
concern over the ongoing
Indian aggression in Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kas-
hmir. Forum reiterated that
Pakistan will continue to pro-
vide political, diplomatic and
moral support to our
Kashmiri brothers and sisters.
The forum expressed soli-
darity with the people of Pa-
lestine and condemned ser-
ious human rights violations,
war crimes and genocide
being perpetrated in Gaza.

The forum also expressed
concern over the escalating
tensions in the Middle East
and noted that a wider
regional conflict could ensue
if both sides did not de-esca-

late immediately. Forum
noted with concern the mali-
cious propaganda campaign
meant to demoralise the
Armed Forces and under-
scored that "Unfounded and
baseless allegations on Law
Enforcement Agencies and
Security Forces have become
a fashion and are part of the
larger design to drive a
wedge between the people
and the Armed Forces of
Pakistan. We will not allow
such efforts to succeed and as
per the law and constitution,
stern action will be ensured".

Forum resolved to provide
full support to the govern-
ment towards achieving sus-
tainable socioeconomic
growth in the country includ-
ing wholehearted assistance
in countering the illegal spec-
trum, particularly smuggling,
hoarding, electricity theft and
safe repatriation of all illegal
foreigners. COAS directed
field commanders to ensure
the highest standards of oper-
ational preparedness and
motivation within their out-
fits and to pursue profession-
al excellence through objec-
tive training.

COAS expresses resolve
to eliminate terrorism

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) on
Tuesday reiterated their resolve to
build a strong partnership and further
promote economic cooperation for the
mutual benefit of two brotherly coun-
tries. 

This was discussed during a meet-
ing between President Asif Ali Zardari
and Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, who called
on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, President
Secretariat Press Wing said in a press
release.

Welcoming the delegation, the
president said that Pakistan and KSA
enjoyed a long-standing and decades-
old relationship and Pakistan intended
to transform the existing ties into a
long-term strategic and economic part-
nership. The two sides discussed the
regional dynamics and recent develop-
ments in the Middle East and called
for an immediate and unconditional
ceasefire and end to the Israeli atroci-
ties in Gaza. 

Both sides also exchanged views on
issues of bilateral importance and the
challenges being faced by Muslim
Ummah. The Saudi foreign minister
was accompanied by a high-powered
delegation, comprising the Minister of
Water and Agriculture, the Minister of
Industry and Mineral Resources, the
Assistant Minister of Investment, the
Head of the Saudi 

Special Committee and senior offi-
cials from the Ministry of Energy and
Saudi Public Investment Fund.
Chairman Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Muhammad Ishaq Dar, Minister for
Privatization and Board of Investment
Abdul Aleem Khan, Minister of
Petroleum and Water Resources
Musadik Masood Malik, Minister of
Industries and Production Rana
Tanveer Hussain, Foreign Secretary
Syrus Sajjad Qazi and senior govern-

ment officials attended the meeting.
President Zardari also highlighted

that the Government and the people of
Pakistan had the highest regard for the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
and would continue to stand with
KSA. He said that the prosperity of the
Islamic world was linked to the
progress of KSA. 

The president lauded the coura-
geous and visionary leadership of
Crown Prince and Prime Minister of
KSA Muhammad Bin Salman and the
remarkable progress being made
under the Vision 2030. He also
thanked the leadership of KSA for its
support to Pakistan in difficult times.

The Saudi Foreign Minister said
that KSA considered its relations with
Pakistan very critical and was commit-
ted to building a strong partnership
with Pakistan. He highlighted that
both countries enjoyed strong bonds
and had helped each other for decades.
He appreciated the contributions of the
Pakistani diaspora in the development
of KSA. 

He also conveyed the greetings of
Saudi leadership and underlined the
importance of Pakistan for the
Kingdom. President Zardari also con-
veyed best wishes to the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud also called
on Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif wherein the two sides
reiterated the commitment to strength-
ening bilateral relations, focused on
mutually beneficial economic cooper-
ation.

Led by Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan, the high-powered
Saudi delegation arrived here Monday
on a two-day visit, essentially to expe-
dite follow-up on the understanding
reached between Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman
during their recent meeting in Makkah

Al Mukarramah to enhance bilateral
economic cooperation. Recalling his
warm and productive meeting with the
Saudi crown prince, the prime minis-
ter said that the Saudi delegation's visit
after his recent visit, was a manifesta-
tion of the strong commitment of both
countries to the strengthening of bilat-
eral relations focused on mutually
beneficial economic cooperation,
according to a PM Office press
release.

In this regard, he said that both
sides needed to work closely to expe-
dite the first phase of Saudi invest-
ments in Pakistan under the new
arrangement. During the meeting, the
prime minister expressed his deep
appreciation for the Saudi leadership
and conveyed his sincerest wishes to
the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin Abdul Aziz
Al Saud and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdul
Aziz Al Saud.

Prime Minister Shehbaz under-
scored the significance, accorded by
Pakistan to its longstanding fraternal,
economic and strategic relations with
Saudi Arabia and said that both coun-
tries had always stood together at all
times. He informed the delegation
about the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC) and its ini-
tiatives to promote investment in
Pakistan. He also highlighted the key
role of Chief of the Army Staff
General Syed Asim Munir and the
cooperation of all institutions for the
promotion of investment in the coun-
try through SIFC.

The Saudi foreign minister
expressed gratitude for the warm wel-
come, accorded to his delegation and
highlighted that Saudi Arabia attached
high importance to its strong and close
ties with Pakistan. He also conveyed
the Kingdom's commitment to an
enhanced strategic and economic part-
nership with Pakistan. The escalating
situation in the occupied Palestinian
Territories was also discussed.

Pakistan, KSA resolve to
build strong partnership

Islamabad, Riyadh reiterate commitment to
enhanced bilateral strategic, economic relations

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia (KSA) on Tuesday, while
regretting the failure of the international
community to ensure ceasefire in Gaza,
demanded its immediate enforcement,
opening of a humanitarian corridor and
averting of famine that was leading to a
catastrophe.

Addressing a joint presser along with
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al Saud, Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar said that Pakistan was deeply con-
cerned over the catastrophic situation in
Gaza. Both the brotherly countries shared
the same feelings on Gaza, he said, stress-
ing upon the international community to
help end the genocide.

More than 33,000 Palestinians had been
killed, the world conscience must wake up
and enforce an immediate and uncondi-
tional ceasefire to ensure unimpeded
humanitarian aid, he added. More
Palestinians should not be killed due to
starvation, he said, demanding for a global
probe into the crimes committed against
humanity in Gaza.

Foreign Minister Dar said that different
investigations had been carried out across
the world over the war crimes against
humanity so why it could not take place in
Gaza! He reiterated that Pakistan believed
that the perpetual solution to the issue was
in the establishment of an independent
state of Palestine with its pre-1967 borders
and Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital.

He shared views of the Saudi Foreign
Minister that the world woke up after the
killing of six aid workers from the West
but not on the deaths of thousands of
Palestinians. The foreign minister said that
the world must act fast and quick. Saudi
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan
Al Saud said that in Gaza, so far more than
33,000 people had been killed. 

"They are now facing a famine like sit-
uation and starving to death as the interna-
tional humanitarian aid is not getting in. It
is a complete failure of the international
community," he added. Terming the situa-
tion unacceptable, he said there was no

justification to it. In reality, he said, the
two United Nations resolutions regarding
immediate ceasefire in Gaza had not seen
implementation. Efforts were seen after
six Western aid workers were killed but
not when 33,000 Palestinians died which
showed the double standards, he regretted.
Prince Faisal called for an immediate end
to the killings and sufferings of the people
of Gaza. He said that they were already
living in an unstable region leading to a
catastrophe in Gaza and 'there is no need
for further confrontation', adding that 'de-
escalation should be everybody's priority'.
Replying to various queries, both sides
reiterated to further build up and convert
the strong partnership into a strategic part-
nership and further promote economic
cooperation for the mutual benefit of the
two brotherly countries. 

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar expressed
his pleasure on the arrival of the high-
powered delegation from the KSA,
terming it an 'impressive group of digni-
taries visiting Pakistan for the first time
during his long political career'. About
their deliberations, he said that they had
discussed ways and means to transform
the cordial cooperation between the two
brotherly nations into a strategic partner-
ship and enhancement of investment in
Pakistan. He explained that the Special
Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC)
was functioning like one window for fast
tracking foreign investment, adding that
Pakistan was committed to strengthening
of its investment environment. He
expressed the hope that Pakistan would
soon become a hub for investment and
innovations. He further expressed the opti-
mism that their detailed briefings had
highlighted the extensive opportunities for
the Saudi investors in energy, agriculture,
minerals and IT sectors. Foreign Minister
Dar said that they would ensure full sup-
port to the Saudi investment and provide a
conducive environment under the direc-
tives of Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif. 

Pakistan, 
KSA call for
truce in Gaza
Saudi FM says Pakistan visit to reap
‘significant benefits’ amid push for
strategic, commercial partnership

Heavy storms
soak Gulf as
Oman death

toll rises to 18
DUBAI (AP): Heavy rains
lashed the United Arab
Emirates on Tuesday, flood-
ing out portions of major
highways and leaving vehi-
cles abandoned on roadways
across Dubai. Meanwhile,
the death toll in separate
heavy flooding in neighbor-
ing Oman rose to 18 with
others still missing as the sul-
tanate prepared for the storm.

The rains began
overnight, leaving massive
ponds on streets as whipping
winds disrupted flights at
Dubai International Airport,
the world's busiest for inter-
national travel and the home
of the long-haul carrier
Emirates.

Police and emergency
personnel drove slowly
through the flooded streets,
their emergency lights flash-
ing across the darkened
morning. Lightning flashed
across the sky, occasionally
touching the tip of the Burj
Khalifa, the world's tallest
building.

Schools across the UAE,
a federation of seven
sheikhdoms, largely shut
ahead of the storm and gov-
ernment employees were
largely working remotely if
able. Many workers stayed
home as well, though some
ventured out, with the
unfortunate stalling out
their vehicles in deeper-
than-expected water cover-
ing some roads. 

Saudi FM
calls on
COAS
F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: H.E.
Prince Faisal bin Furhan Al
Saud, Minister of Foreign
Affairs KSA, accompanied
by a delegation, met with
General Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) on Tuesday.

Discussions centered on
mutual interests and poli-
cies to further bolster bilat-
eral cooperation across var-
ious sectors. The esteemed
visitor underscored the
enduring and strategic
nature of the relationship
between the two nations,
emphasizing on exploring
multiple avenues for con-
tinued reinforcement of
bilateral ties.

In response, COAS con-
veyed appreciation for the
delegation's visit, affirming
traditional bond of fraterni-
ty between Pakistan and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
He underscored the rever-
ence and affection that the
people of Pakistan hold for
their Saudi brethren. COAS
reiterated full support for
the delegation and con-
veyed his best wishes for
mutually beneficial out-
comes from the interaction
for both states.

Nawaz’s win
challenged

F.P. Report

LAHORE: The victory of
PML-N supremo and for-
mer prime minister Nawaz
Sharif from NA-130 has
been challenged in the elec-
tion tribunal of Lahore
High Court (LHC). The
election result of NA-130
was challenged by PTI-
backed Dr Yasmin Rashid.

It has been pleaded by
the petitioner that the elec-
tion commission issued the
notification of Sharif’s vic-
tory contrary to the law.
The election tribunal con-
sisting of Justice Sultan
Tanvir Ahmad will hear the
petition.

It merits mention here
that the victory of former
prime minister from NA-
130 was challenged in LHC
on Feb 10. Nawaz Sharif
had clinched the seat by
grabbing 179,310 votes
against PTI-backed Dr
Yasmin Rashid who could
get 104,485 votes. Rashid’s
lawyer had said that she
secured a lead of over
20,000 votes after the
results of 334 out of 376
polling stations.

She stated her results
were tempered during night
with the help of police.
“Our agents were expelled
from the polling stations
and over 100,000 votes
were cast fraudulently in
favour of Nawaz Sharif
from the remaining 33
polling stations,” she had
said.

Six children
killed in Dir

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Six more chil-
dren were killed in different
drowning and rain related
incidents in the Lower Dir
district here on Tuesday, resi-
dents and police said. They
said that two minors identi-
fied as Ateeq 7 and Abu
Bakar 6 were drowned while
taking a bath in a stream at
Malala Khazana area in the
jurisdiction of Munda police
station. 

The bodies were retrieved
by local volunteers and shift-
ed to the district headquarters
hospital Timergara by the
Rescue 1122 medical team
where the doctors announced
them dead. Another child
Rizwan 14 was also report-
edly drowned while bathing
in a stream at Gosum area of
Jandol. 

The Rescue 1122 divers
and rescue team started a
search operation for the body.
Similarly a child identified as
Suliman s/o Ghulam
Muhammad was killed when
he fell into a deep well at Gul
Dherai area of Balambat here
on Tuesday. Locals retrieved
the body and shifted to the
hospital wherein the doctors
announced him dead.

Two more children identi-
fied as Nasimullah 10 and
Aleema Bibi 12 were killed
while three others were
injured when roof of a house
owned by one Nazir col-
lapsed due to torrential rains
at the Sakhawono village of
Asbanr here on Monday
night, residents said.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif hosted a banquet in honour
of Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia, Prince Faisal bin Farhan al-Saud.
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Karachi youths
scammed of 

Rs 20 million in
fake job scheme
KARACHI (INP): Over 80
young people in Karachi
have become victims of an
alleged job scam that prom-
ised employment abroad.

According to media
reports, the fraudulent com-
pany lured victims seeking
better career opportunities
overseas. The company col-
lected a total of over Rs 20
million from the youths.
However, upon arriving at
the company's office after
Eid-ul-Fitr, the victims dis-
covered it to be locked and
the owner vanished. The
distraught youths have
approached the police to file
legal complaints. The
authorities have launched an
investigation into the case.

This incident coincides
with a recent surge in crime
across Karachi. In response,
the provincial government
has appointed Javed Alam
Odho as the new Additional
IG Karachi. Odho previous-
ly held the same position.
The Sindh government,
however, maintains that the
law and order situation is a
nationwide challenge, not
specific to Sindh. They point
out that crime incidents
worsened under the previous
caretaker government. They
acknowledge taking action,
including police operations
in the Kacha area, which
have shown improvement.

The provincial govern-
ment emphasizes its com-
mitment to public safety.
They highlight ongoing tar-
geted operations and
hostage rescues in Ghotki
and Shikarpur as evidence
of their efforts.

NJHP
generation

restricted to
530MW

LAHORE (APP):
Electricity generation from
Neelum Jhelum Hydel
Power Station (NJHP) has
been restricted to 530 MW
due to decrease in Head
Race Tunnel pressure on
April 03, 2024.

This precautionary meas-
ure has been taken to observe
the behaviour of pressure
fluctuation. Generation from
the Power Station will be
increased gradually after
analysis and deliberations
with the Project Consultants,
WAPDA spokesman told
media here Tuesday. He
added Neelum Jhelum Hydel
Power Station remained on
full generation of 969 MW
from March 28, 2024.

The spokesman mentioned
that all possible maintenance
has been carried out during
the observation, and this
maintenance included clean-
ing of trash racks installed at
the intake gates in the reser-
voir, flushing of all three de-
sanders, flushing of pressure
gauge installed at the Power
House and inspection of the
spiral cases of the generating
units. Neelum Jhelum
Hydropower Project has a
tunnel system comprising
51.5 Kilometers and it is pru-
dent to observe and monitor
such a vast network, he said
and asserted that the power
station has so far generated
19.829 billion units of elec-
tricity since its commission-
ing in 2018, while 1.54 billion
units since resumption of
electricity generation after
rehabilitation of Tail Race
Tunnel in August last year.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has
expressed indignation on
seeing long queues of
patients in the OPD, when
she suddenly reached
Tehsil Headquarters (THQ)
Hospital Murree. 

The CM reprimanded
the MS for making patients
wait, and warned him to fix
the hospital system, said a
handout issued here on
Tuesday. Maryam Nawaz
visited various departments
and wards of the hospital
including OPD,
Emergency, Medical Ward,

Gynecology and Nursery. 
The CM comforted a

sick mother and her
daughter, assuring them
that everything would be
fine. She expressed her
love and compassion for a
little child under treatment
there, and directed the
doctor to provide him best
treatment facilities.

The CM also visited
patients in the emergency
ward one by one and
prayed for their speedy
recovery. She directed to
ensure better care of
patients in the emergency.

Chief Minister Maryam

Nawaz Sharif interacted
with the patients and their
families and inquired about
facilities in the hospital.
She also inquired about the
provision of free medicines
and medical tests in the
hospital. She inspected the
PCU center, and reviewed
treatment facilities there.

An elderly patient told
the Chief Minister that
medicines were available
and there was no prob-
lem. On her return from
the hospital, the CM
posed for a picture and
hugged a female security
guard on her request.

CM visits THQ Murree,
reviews medical facilities

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Electric Supply Company
(LESCO) has detected a
total of 281 connections
from where the customers
were pilfering electricity in
all its circles of five dis-
tricts (Lahore,
Sheikhupura, Nankana
Sahib, Kasur and Okara) on
the 210th day of grand
anti-power theft campaign.

The LESCO spokesman
told media here Tuesday that
the company has also sub-
mitted FIR applications
against electricity thieves,
out of which 1112 FIRs have
been registered in respective
police stations, while 11
accused have been arrested
by the respective police.

Grand anti-power theft
operations against electrici-
ty thieves are being con-
ducted on the directives of
the Federal Power Division
and the LESCO Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
Engineer Shahid Haider is
supervising these opera-

tions. The LESCO chief
vowed that the operations
would continue without
discrimination until the
complete end of electricity
theft. The electricity pilfer-
ers as well as the LESCO
officers and employees
who facilitate them are also
being brought to justice.

On the 210th consecutive
day of the anti-power theft
campaign, the spokesman
added, large commercial
consumers were also found
involved in electricity theft
and all of them were dis-
connected and charged with
detection units. Among the
seized connections 07 were
commercial, 05 agricultur-
al, 01 industrial and 268
domestic, and all these con-
nections were disconnected
and charged with a total of
181,466 units as detection
bill amounting to Rs 4.841
million.

Apprising the media
about some major power
pilferers, he explained that

LESCO charged Rs
377,000 detection bill to an
electricity pilferer in Mandi
Usmanwala area of Kasur;
Rs 145,000 detection bill
to a power pilferer in Mochi
Gate area; Rs 120,500
detection bill to an electric-
ity thief in Manga Mandi
area on Multan Road; and
Rs 100,000 fine in the form
of detection bill to a cus-
tomer stealing electricity in
Misri Shah area.

During the 210 days of
the grand anti-theft cam-
paign, the spokesman men-
tioned, the LESCO detect-
ed pilferage on 72,416
power connections and
69,561 FIRs have been reg-
istered against electricity
thieves in the relevant police
stations, while 29,164
accused have so far been
arrested by the police. 

The LESCO has so far
charged a total of
88,139,129 detection units
worth Rs 3,315,188,502 to
all the power pilferers.

LESCO detects 281 power
pilferers in 24 hours

LAHORE (PPI): The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
on Tuesday served notices
to the Punjab government,
IG Punjab and home secre-
tary on a plea seeking com-
plete ban on kite flying in
the Punjab province. 

Justice Ahmed Nadeem
Arshad took up the plea of
Azhar Siddique advocate.
Stray chemical strings of
kites have claimed several
lives across Punjab, while
police and the relevant
authorities have failed to

protect lives and ensure a
ban on kite flying.

The high court was
urged to order authorities
for legislation to ensure a
complete ban on kite fly-
ing. The court after the ini-
tial hearing on the plea
served notices to the Punjab
government and others for
their response to the plea.

Earlier this month, a res-
olution to declare kite,
string-making, a non-bail-
able offence was moved to
Punjab Assembly.

The resolution was
moved by Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
MPA, Hina Parvez Butt.
The resolution expressed
concerns about the increas-
ing incidents of stray kite
strings in the province.

The PML-N MPA in her
resolution urged the Punjab
Assembly House to declare
kite and string-making non-
bailable offences and urged
judges to not give bail to
people booked under the
said charges.

LAHORE (INP): The
Punjab School Education
Department, in a move to
combat plastic pollution
and promote environmen-
tal responsibility, has
announced a ban on plas-
tic bags in all government
schools across the
province.

The department issued
a letter to education
authorities, outlining the
new policy. Students will
no longer be allowed to
bring items in plastic
bags, and canteens and
cafeterias will also be pro-
hibited from using them.

The initiative goes
beyond just banning plas-
tic. The department
encourages schools to
embrace green practices.
Planting trees along
school boundaries and
creating "Miwaki forests"
(densely planted urban
forests) are both part of
the plan. These efforts aim
to improve air quality and
beautify school grounds
without compromising
p l a y g r o u n d s .
Additionally, color-coded

bins will be installed to
promote proper waste dis-
posal.

This school-based plas-
tic ban aligns with the
broader provincial initia-
tive. The Punjab govern-
ment has already
announced a complete ban
on plastic bags across the
entire province, set to go
into effect on June 6th,
2024. Senior Minister
Maryam Aurangzeb, who
spearheaded the anti-smog
campaign, emphasized the
government's commitment
to environmental
improvement.

She highlighted Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz's
goals in achieving initial
milestones in waste reduc-
tion, air quality improve-
ment, and increased plan-
tation by June 30th.

The plan also includes
mandatory fitness certifi-
cates for all vehicles,
annual inspections, and a
shift to solar energy for
government buildings.
These combined efforts
aim to create a cleaner and
more sustainable Punjab.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Home Minister Zia-ul-
Hassan Lanjar empha-
sized the imperative of
eradicating highway rob-
beries, ensuring the safety
of highways, and provid-
ing security to passengers
during a meeting on the
overall law and order situ-
ation in Ghotki.

Chairing the session, the
Minister underscored the
need to bring to justice
those responsible for rob-
bing individuals and vehi-
cles on highways. 

He stressed the necessity
of preventing honey traps
and kidnappings for ransom
under all circumstances,

emphasizing the impor-
tance of maintaining peace
and harmony with utmost
dedication. The Minister
pledged to review follow-
up reports on the directives
within fifteen days and con-
duct field visits to ensure
their implementation.

Sindh IGP Ghulam Nabi
Memon, also present at the
meeting, highlighted the
police force's commitment
to combatting crime, urg-
ing the police to execute
their duties within the
bounds of the law. He
stressed the importance of
enhancing the effective-
ness and coordination of
police check posts along

Sindh highways, particu-
larly during snap checks,
patrolling, and picketing.

Memon emphasized that
decisive actions against
criminals are essential for
ensuring successful out-
comes and advocated for
intelligence-based opera-
tions to prevent dacoities
and facilitate the apprehen-
sion of criminals.

The meeting extensively
discussed police measures
aimed at maintaining peace
in Ghotki and other adja-
cent areas, with DIGP -
Sukkur and concerned
SSPs providing detailed
briefings on law and order
and police initiatives.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah
expressing concern over the impact
of climate change on water scarcity
said that this could be addressed by
introducing a new cropping pattern
that includes low delta crops aimed at
reducing water consumption and
increasing efficiency in agriculture.

He said that climate change impact
was emerging in the shape of water
scarcity. “In order to tackle water scarci-
ty his government is planning a new
cropping pattern that includes low delta,
high-yield crops to reduce water intake
and upturn agricultural efficiency.

This he said while presiding over a
joint meeting of Irrigation and
Agriculture departments here at the
CM House. The meeting was attend-
ed by Minister Irrigation Jam Khan
Shoro, Chief Secretary Asif Hyder
Shah, PSCM Agha Wasif, Chairman
P&D Najam Shah, Secretary
Irrigation Zareef Khero and officers
of the agriculture department. 

The CM said that during the
Kharif season-2024 water shortage
was expected to 30 per cent but it
could be more acute, therefore our
agriculture sector would suffer. “I
want the Irrigation and Agriculture
depts to sit together and chalk out a
plan for changing the cropping pat-
terns,” he said and added that the list
of the proposed/recommended crops
may be submitted to him for further
discussion and approval.

The CM Murad Shah directed
Chief Secretary Asif Hyder Shah to
chair joint meetings of the irrigation
and agriculture departments and work
plans for changing the cropping pat-
tern so that the low-delta high-yield
crops could be introduced.

Chief Secretary Asif Hyder Shah
said that he would activate the agri-
culture department’s Research wing
for necessary research so that that
could be disseminated to the farmers
and growers. The CM directed
Minister Irrigation Jam Khan Shoro

to ensure the efficient use of water by
the growers. “This becomes a joint
responsibility of the Irrigation and
Agriculture depts to educate the
farmer for efficient and effective use
of water,” he said and added this was
the reason his government has given
priority to the lining of water courses.

According to the chief minister
conservation in agriculture has
become important. He added that
there were various for agricultural
water conservation, including Drip
Irrigation, Sprinkle system, dry farm-
ing, conservation tillage and various
others. “We have to study which
method suits of weather, which
method would be successful in which
area, and how and when to start,” he
said and added this all needed an
appropriate study and research. 

The Minister Irrigation briefed the
chief minister on the
reconstruction/repair of the irrigation
network/system damaged by the
recent floods.

LAHORE (APP): The dis-
trict administration, in its
efforts to enforce the
revised prices of roti and
naan at Rs 16 and Rs 20
respectively, has fined 592
violators of Rs 1.55 mil-
lion and apprehended 79
individuals for flouting the
regulations.   

In a move, 3,496 roti
and naan points were
inspected and warning
notices were also issued on
various points over viola-
tions. The enforcement
action was led by assistant
commissioners and price
control magistrates who

conducted checks across
various tehsils in Lahore.

Deputy Commissioner
Rafia Haider told media on
Tuesday that around 248
inspections were carried
out in tehsil City, while
229 in Shalimar, 132 in
Raiwind, 461 in Model
Town, 110 in Cant by the
assistant commissioners
concerned. Similarly, price
control magistrates
inspected 2,416 point dur-
ing the crackdown.   

The approved rates have
been set at Rs 16 for a 100-
gram roti and Rs 20 for a
120-gram naan.

The district administra-
tion is actively ensuring
the implementation of the
new pricing across the city.
Citizens are encouraged to
report any discrepancies in
roti and naan prices by
calling the helpline
0800003245.

Meanwhile, safety
teams of the district
administration has elimi-
nated dengue larva at 98
points during the last 24
hours. DC Rafia Haider
instructed all ACs and
ADCs to monitor the anti-
dengue activities in their
jurisdictions.

LHC moved for complete
ban on kite flying

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Senior
Minister of Sindh and
Provincial Minister for
Information, Transport,
Mass Transit, Excise,
Taxation, and Narcotics
Control, Sharjeel Inam
Memon, has stated that the
situation that arose during
the caretaker government is
being improved. The situa-
tion in the Kachcha area in
Sindh is better than before. 

The Home Minister and
IG Sindh are present in the
Kacha area. Thirteen
hostages have been rescued
in the last fortnight, two
hostages in Ghotki, eight in
Kashmore, and three in
Shikarpur. Six people have
been rescued through a
honey trap. The abduction
attempt was thwarted by the
police taking timely action.
The police and Rangers are
conducting an operation in
the raw area, and
Alhamdulillah, the situation
has improved significantly.

Addressing a press con-

ference at Archives
Complex Karachi, Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon stated that the tar-
geted operation is ongoing,
and the law and order situa-
tion has significantly
improved. Efforts are
underway to control street
crime. In the early days of
April, 11 street criminals
were killed and 60 injured
in encounters by the
Karachi police. A total of
104 street criminals were
arrested during this period. 

Additionally, 85 sus-
pects involved in vehicle
theft were apprehended,
and 246 pistols, a rifle, 2
short guns, and 2 hand
grenades were recovered
from various suspects. In
the past week alone, 6 street
criminals were killed, 33
injured, and a total of 59
street criminals were arrest-
ed in police operations
against street crime.
Karachi West Police appre-
hended 7 suspects of the
Raja Gang involved in sev-
eral incidents, while

Karachi Central Police
arrested 3 street criminals
involved in 8 incidents of
street crime. Kemari Police
also arrested 6 street crimi-
nals after an encounter,
who were involved in
numerous incidents of
street crime.

He emphasized that ille-
gal immigrants in Sindh
pose a significant and long-
standing challenge, with
some found involved in var-
ious incidents. The govern-
ment is earnestly working to
address this issue. The Sindh
government has demonstrat-
ed a strong commitment to
maintaining law and order,
as evidenced by the Chief
Minister of Sindh convening
the first meeting specifically
dedicated to this matter.

Sharjeel Inam Memon
highlighted the pervasive
drug problem in Pakistan,
emphasizing the dangers of
substances like crystal and
ice which impair cognitive
function. He noted that even
parents have fallen victim to
the influence of these drugs.

The province is committed
to cracking down on nar-
cotics with a zero-tolerance
policy, and the Sindh Police
is collaborating closely with
the Excise Police in this
regard. Memon urged par-
ents to monitor their chil-
dren closely. He also men-
tioned that during Eid, 2
gangsters were killed in an
encounter in Hyderabad.
Furthermore, the Excise
Police have conducted 49
operations since last month,
resulting in the arrest of 47
drug dealers, brewers, and
sellers of raw liquor.

Sharjeel Inam Memon
disclosed that the police
have recovered 42 kg of
hashish, while the excise
police have seized 128 kg of
hashish in operations
against drug dealers.
Specifically, 60 kg of
hashish was seized in Rohri
Sukkur, 26 kg in Korangi, 5
kg in Jacobabad, and 4 kg in
Karachi West. Additionally,
1 kg of ice and 10,306 liters
of raw liquor were confis-
cated from the accused, as

reported by the Excise
Police. Moreover, an
attempt to smuggle cocaine
from Lahore to Karachi was
thwarted, leading to the
arrest of a Nigerian citizen
named Onika.

Sharjeel Inam Memon
emphasized the importance
of media cooperation with
the government in tackling
drug trafficking and street
crimes, assuring that action
would be taken if crime
reporters identify criminals.

In response to a ques-
tion, he stated that street

crime is a global issue.
According to the

International Crime Index,
Karachi ranks 78th out of
333 cities in various coun-
tries. The situation of street
crime in American cities
such as Oakland, New
Orleans, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Atlanta,
Houston, San Francisco, and
Washington is worse than in
Karachi. Even in Paris, the
capital of France, according
to the crime index, the situa-
tion of street crime is worse
than in Karachi.

Additionally, Memon
announced the expansion of
the pink bus service follow-
ing the directive of Faryal
Talpur Sahib. More pink
buses will be introduced
starting from April 19,
along with the launch of
new pink bus routes.
Furthermore, a people's bus
service is scheduled to
begin in Mirpurkhas.
Moreover, plans are under-
way to connect the Orange
line and the Green line with
a shuttle service, which will
be provided free of charge.

Situation in Kachcha area in
Sindh is better than before

DC reviews
performance 

of MCL
regulation wing
LAHORE (APP): The
Metropolitan Corporation
Lahore (MCL) has tight-
ened its grip against the
encroachment mafia,
paving the way for an
encroachment-free Lahore.

In this regard, Deputy
Commissioner and MCL
Administrator, Rafia Haider,
chaired a meeting of the
Regulation Wing of MCL
here on Tuesday. The
Metropolitan Officer
(Regulation) presented a
three-month performance
report, and the relevant offi-
cers provided a detailed
briefing. A report on the
removal of banners, stream-
ers, anti-encroachment oper-
ations, and line marking
supervision of all zones was
presented in the meeting.

In the Ravi Zone, 1962,
in the Data Ganj Baksh
Zone, 3795, and in the
Samanabad Zone, 928
encroachments belongings
were confiscated. In the
Gulberg Zone, 2191, and in
the Allama Iqbal Zone,
more than 4046 encroach-
ments were seized, the
report indicated.

In the Shalimar Zone,
2173, in the Nishtar Zone,
3959, in the Wagah Zone,
1541, and in the Aziz Bhatti
Zone, 1440 encroachments
were seized.

The meeting was briefed
that from the city’s main
roads and areas, 106,817
banners and streamers were
removed. During the anti-
encroachment operations,
fines were issued to 9123
individuals. 431 points of
selling vulture meat com-
monly knows as ‘Cheel
Kosht’ were eliminated,
while 1730 complaints
about stray dogs in the city
were resolved.

The deputy commission-
er said that 90 percent of
complaints received on
social media were
addressed on a priority
basis, adding that officers
continued to monitor line
marking for businesses
within specific limits. To
reduce traffic problems and
ease commutation, the anti-
encroachment operation
will continue. Officers are
instructed to coordinate
with traffic police to ensure
that traffic flow is not
affected by encroachments
on major roads, she added. 

The DC appealed to citi-
zens to cooperate with the
relevant department in the
eradication of encroach-
ments during the operation.

LDA razes
several illegal
constructions
LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Development
Authority (LDA) on
Tuesday conducted an
operation against violators
of illegal constructions and
demolished structures of
ten properties.

In a response to the
directives of LDA DG
Tahir Farooq, LDA teams
took an action in Shadman,
Muslim Town, Jail Road,
and Timber Market after
giving several warnings to
property owners.

The operation was
supervised by Director
Town Planning Ayesha
Muttahir and properties
with unpaid commercial
fees, including private
schools, clinics, offices,
and medical stores, were
sealed on account of non-
payment. Shops with ille-
gal constructions on Main
Ferozepur Road were also
demolished while on Jail
Road, construction on the
third floor of a showroom
was partially dismantled.

District admin crackdown:
592 fined, 79 arrested

CM directs Irrigation, Agri depts to
introduce low delta high yield crops

Lanjar for crackdown
on highway robberies

Plastic bags
banned in Punjab’s

educational 
institutions

11 ACE
employees get

promotion
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Secretary, Syed
Asif Hyder Shah,
Tuesday, granted
approval for promotion of
11 officers and employ-
ees of Anti-Corruption
Establishment (ACE). 

The approval was
granted in a meeting held
here with Sindh CS Syed
Asif Hyder Shah in chair
while Chairmen ACE
Farhat Junejo and other
relevant officers attended
the meeting, said a state-
ment issued here. 

The meeting granted
approval for promotion
of Assistant Director
Asad Ali Korai as Deputy
Director and Inspectors
Zahid Hussain Mirani
and Sarfraz Shah as
Assistant Directors while
eight Assistants- namely
Muhammad Parvez
Alam, Saleem Abbas
Shah, Mir Muhammad
Khokhar, Manwar Ali
Salro, Nizamuddin,
Aurangzeb Abro, Asghar
Ali and Muhammad
Qamar Ali- were also
promoted to the post of
Office of Superintendent
BPS 17.

Syed Asif Haider Shah,
at the occasion, extended
felicitations to all the pro-
moted employees.
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F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: On the spe-
cial directives of Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali
Amin Gandapur, relief
activities are in full swing
in the rain-affected districts
across the province. 

As an important step in
this regard, PDMA has dis-
patched relief packages for
Swat, Mohmand, Peshawar,
Lower Chitral, Lower

Kohistan and other affected
districts.

Relief supplies include
tents, blankets, kitchen sets,
hygiene kits, mosquito
nets, mattresses and other
necessary items.

Apart from this, dis-
bursement of financial
assistance announced by
the Chief Minister, has also
been started. So far, Rs. 30
million have been dis-
bursed among affectees in
the different districts of the

province. 
Moreover, the chief min-

ister has directed the dis-
trict administrations and
PDMA to further accelerate
relief activities and rehabil-
itation of infrastructure
damaged by recent torren-
tial rains and floods in the
certain parts of the
province.

He further directed them
to ensure that victims are
provided with relief pack-
ages without any delay.

PESHAWAR (APP): Damaged
fruits orchards in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's  Swat, Shangla
and Dir districts, the recent tor-
rential rains and flash floods
have adversally affected stand-
ing wheat crops on hundreds of
acres land inundated by the
gushing water, inflicting sub-
stantial economic losses to poor
farmers now looking for Govt.
assistance.

In KP, the financial woes of
affected farmers were further
increased after flash floods in
rivers Punjkora and Kabul have
entered in standing wheat crops
especially in low-laying and
rivers bed areas of Nowshera,
Peshawar and Charsadda dis-
tricts.

Kamal Khan, a 28 years old
progressive wheat farmer and a
resident of village Mohib Banda
Nowshera district told APP that
the climate change induced
weather patterns including the
recent torrential rains and high
floods in River Kabul have
brought hovac to wheat crop
besides delayed harvesting
process in KP.

Kamal is worried regarding
harvesting of wheat crop on his
five acres agriculture lands at
Mohib Banda located on south
of River Kabul after the gushing

flood water an inundated it
completely on Tuesday morn-
ing.

The farmer along with three
other brothers were seen pump-
ing out flood and rains water
from his field from dawn to
dusk, hoping to start wheat har-
vesting process as soon as pos-
sible.

Kamal Khan and the flood
hit farmers of Mohib Banda and
adjoining villages of Nowshera
and Charsadda districts have
demanded of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government to
provide them compensation.

Kamal, who was also among
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple affected by the 2022 floods,
has expressed the strong resolve
to come again in his field on
Wednesday morning to pump
out all the remaining standing
water.

KP agriculture department
officials told APP that survey of
the standing wheat crops and
fruits orchard gardens affected
by the recent torrential rains and
flash floods would soon be
started and relief to be provided
to the affectees on the basis of
the survey's report.

He said that areas located in
rivers beds in Nowshera and
Charsadda were most vulnera-

ble to flash floods as evident of
the August 28, 2022 flooding
that brought hovac to hotels,
agriculture, livestock and fish-
eries sectors in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Started from Mataltan,
Mahudhand and Kalam valleys
in Upper Swat, the 2022 floods
had badly damaged the irriga-
tion sector especially canals,
watercourses, channels, tube-
wells and flood protection walls
and still substential financial
resources were required for its
reconstruction.

The restoration of flood hit
water sources for agricultural
purpose is also a big challenge
and the farmers years were
eying on new KP Govt for
rebuilding of the destroyed irri-
gation infrastructures as quickly
as possible to increase wheat
production.

The destruction of lift irriga-
tion, SCARP and irrigation
projects and watercourses
comes out of rivers and canals
in Hazara, Malakand, Peshawar,
Bannu and DI Khan divisions
by the 2022 floods caused neg-

ative effects on wheat, rice,
maize and fruits orchards in KP.

He said the velocity of the
2022 floods was so high that it
not only swept away canals and
flood protection walls but also
destroyed tube wells and lift-
canal irrigation schemes in KP,
creating a lot of problems for
wheat growers till today.

Ahmed Said, former Senior
Planning Officer of the KP
Agriculture Department told
APP that farmers have pinned
high expectations from the KP
government for its speedy

reconstruction.
He said that Pakistan was

among the 10th countries vul-
nerable to climate change.

He said the climate change
induced weather patterns have
negatively impacted on the agri-
culture production in Pakistan
and time has come to plants tree
more and more vital to slow
rains water velocity.

Ahmed Said that Pakistan
was an eight leading wheat pro-
duction countries in world after
China, India, Russia, USA,
Canada, Australia and Ukrain
and its ranking could be
improved by constructing new
dams inevitable to bring the
vast arid and dryland under
agriculture cover.

He said that Pakistan's total
wheat consumption grows to
30.2 metric tons from 29.2 met-
ric tons in 2022-23 while
32.12metric tons target was
fixed for 2023-24 by the
Federal Committee on
Agriculture (FCA).

He said that Punjab has been
projected to produce 25 metric
tonnes of wheat while Sindh’s
target is four metric tons fol-
lowed by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s 1.6m tonnes
and Balochistan’s 1.5metric
tonnes during 2024 which could

be produced from 8.9 million
hectares.

Ahmed Said that KP’s canals
irrigate about 2.25 million acres
of agriculture lands to cater
food requirements of the popu-
lation that passed the psycho-
logical barrier of 241 million
mark this year. 

The surveys and field forma-
tions’ reports of the KP
Irrigation Department has
revealed that out of about
Rs22.387 billion damages
caused by the 2022 floods to
irrigation sector, about Rs3.245
billion losses were incurred to
flood mitigation and drainage
infrastructure projects having
accumulative length of 90 kilo-
meters and 237 irrigation struc-
tures in the province.

Two projects i.e. “restoration
of irrigation structures and
water drainage system” worth
Rs3.245 billion and restoration
of water supplies and channels
in irrigation system” worth
Rs2.457billion were approved
for KP a non-ADP schemes
after the devastated floods.

The official said PC-I of both
the projects were approved and
practical work on restoration of
canals and irrigation structures
were already started to facilitate
the farmers.

PESCO
notifies
power

suspension
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
Electric Supply Company
(PESCO) on Tuesday noti-
fied that due to mainte-
nance work power supply
will remain suspended
from Peshawar Cantt Grid
Station on 17th and 20th
April from 8:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.

Consequently, it said
consumers of Tehkal,
Islamia College, KTH,
Commercial, Jahangir
Abad, University Town,
NCB, Airport, PAF Base,
Saddar Road, Mall Road,
MES 1,2, Old MES, Babu
Ghari, Marble Industry,
SAA, Palosi 1, Behari
Colony, Tehkal Payan feed-
ers will face inconven-
ience.

It said the power supply
will also remain suspended
from Pesco Colony Grid
Station on 17th and 20th
April from 8:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. resultantly con-
sumers of Bank of Khyber,
Scarp 1, ICF, Darmangi,
Warsak Road and Jail feed-
ers will face inconven-
ience.

The power Supply will
remain suspended from 500
KV Ghazi Barotha Circuit
on 17th and 18th April
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
resultantly, consumers of
132 KV Peshawar
Industrial, Hayatabad,
Shabqadar, Peshawar
University, Nowshera City,
Nowshera Industrial,
Jehangira, Mardan 2,3,
Chakdara, Nizampur,
Jalala, Katlang, Hussai,
Dargai, Barikot, Batkhela,
Timergara, Swat,
Khwazakhela, Shangla,
Madyan grid connected
feeders will face inconven-
ience.

The power supply will
also remain suspended
from Madian–Dir
Transmission Line on 18th
April from 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. resultantly, con-
sumers of 132 KV Lal Qila
Maidan and Dir grid con-
nected feeders will face
inconvenience.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Higher Education, Meena
Khan Afridi has said that
government was pondering
over proposals to introduce
e-transfer policy that would
be implemented with due
deliberation.

In a statement issued
here, he said that teachers
of colleges would be trans-

ferred under the policy that
would be implemented with
consent and deliberations
besides keeping in view
shortage of teachers in far
flung areas.

He said that teachers
would be transferred on
apolitical basis keeping in
view domiciles of teachers
and added that teachers
working in big cities would
be transferred to their
native areas.

The minister said that
transfer of teachers to their
native areas would reduce
financial burden on excheq-
uer, increase confidence of
people on public sector
educational institutions and
promote transparency in
transfer process.

He said that government
is working to improve edu-
cation system and the intro-
duce merit and clarity in
affairs of education.

F.P. Report

P E S H AWA R : S p e c i a l
Assistant to Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Industries, Commerce and
Technical Education, Abdul
Karim Tordhir paid a sur-
prise visit to Government
Technical and Vocational
Centre, Gulbahar on
Tuesday.

During the visit he
checked the register, bio-
metric attendance of staff,
went to 13 different depart-
ments to review teaching
and training programmes.
He also met with the teach-

ers and students and held a
detailed discussion with the
Principal of the centre.

Talking to the principal
and other administrative
and teaching staff of the
centre, he emphasized on
the implementation of vari-
ous suggestions to make the
centre financially stable
and self-reliant while
increasing the efficiency of
the centre. 

The Special Assistant
said that there is an urgent
need to work on self-
reliance proposals to finan-
cially stabilize the
Vocational Centre of

Gulbahar and the products
produced here serve as
samples for the market and
make it able to produce to
generate resources for its
own annual budget.

He said that apart from
training, the institution also
needs to start working on
the commercial level, say-
ing it move the institution
towards self-reliance. So,
he said the skills imparted
in the centre will meet the
demands of the market and
will help those acquire
skills to start their own
business.

The Special Assistant

further directed the man-
agement of the centre to
take steps to implement the
proposal and focus on vari-
ous aspects of technical
training. 

He further directed to
ensure improvement in the
attendance of the technical
experts and other staff
through biometric method
and also to take steps to
improve the attendance of
students as well.

He directed the inclusion
of relevant experts on the
management committee of
the institute so their useful
opinions can be utilized.

PESHAWAR (APP): In the
light of the austerity meas-
ures directed by the Chief
Minister KP Ali Amin
Gandapur, the Auqaaf and
Relief Affairs Department
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa fired
57 employees after declar-
ing them unnecessary and
burden on the provincial
exchequer.

In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, the
Provincial Minister for
Religious Affairs,
Sahibzada Adnan Qadri
has said that they will not
waste the taxes collected

from the people in any cir-
cumstances. 

He said that so far 57
employees who were a
burden on the provincial
exchequer have been laid
off.

The provincial minister
said that the laid off
employees were recruited
on fixed salaries during the
caretaker government
without any justification.
He said that the process of
austerity and reforms are
continuing at all levels in
the province.

He said that they are the

trustees of taxes collected
from the people and they
will not waste a single
penny of it. 

He further urged the
people to contact his office
in case of finding any neg-
ligence in the service
delivery.

In the meanwhile,
Advisor to KP CM on
Finance, Muzammil Aslam
also called on the
Provincial Minister for
Auqaaf and Religious
Affairs, Sahibzada Adnan
Qadri and beside develop-
ment funds for district

Khyber other matters also
came under discussion.

The Provincial Minister
Sahibzada Adnan Qadri
said that after approval of
the annual budget in June,
work on more develop-
ment schemes would be
initiated to turn district
Khyber into an economic
hub.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Advisor on
Finance said that the provi-
sion of development funds
to merged districts is the
top priority of the provin-
cial government.

Austerity measured directed by CM

57 employees of Auqaaf &
Religious Affairs Dept fired

SACM pays surprise visit to
TVC, checks attendance

Minister hints at e-transfer
policy in higher education

PDMA dispatches relief
goods to rains-hit districts 

F.P. Report

P E S H A W A R : T h e
Minister for Education
Faisal Khan Tarakai has
stated that due to recent
rains and floods, the
exams scheduled for April
18, 19, and 20 in Chitral
district under the
Peshawar Board are being
postponed. This decision
is made to prevent diffi-
culties for the students in
taking exams, he said. The
minister was addressing
the meeting of heads of
educational boards. 

Tarakai mentioned that
the postponed exams
would be rescheduled and
announcements regarding
new dates and schedules
would be issued later. The

exams will continue as per
the previously announced
schedule and timing in
other parts of the province,
Taraki added. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary Education
Masood Ahmed,
Additional Secretary
Muhammad Zahid Khan,
Director IT, and all educa-
tional board heads. In the
meeting, all educational
board heads informed the
Provincial Minister about
the preparations for their
respective board exams,
stating that exam staff has
been deployed on time and
papers have been delivered
to selected centers, which
will later be delivered to
the examination centers.

The meeting was

apprised that security and
all other arrangements for
the exams have been com-
pleted. The Education
Minister said for the suc-
cessful conduct of exams
the district administration
and police were fully sup-
portive, and monitoring of
examination centers
throughout the province is
being done through con-
trol rooms. Additionally, a
hotline number and an
information desk have
been set up in the
Education Department so
that they can be informed
through the information
desk and hotline number.

The Education Minister
further stated that meas-
ures will be taken to pre-
vent cheating, and all

means will be employed to
conduct transparent
exams. Immediate action
will be taken against those
responsible if any paper
leaks occur. 

He also mentioned that
all exams are being con-
ducted on merit to ensure
fairness, and their own
team along with the secre-
tariat team will oversee the
examination centers.
CCTV monitoring of
examination centers will
also be carried out for
which all arrangements are
complete. He directed the
Director IT to ensure that
arrangements for monitor-
ing examination centers
across the province at the
secretariat level are com-
pleted through IP address.

SSC papers under Peshawar
Board in Chitral postponed

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
Chief Minister on
Information Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif, has
stated that multiple dis-
tricts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have been
affected by rains and
floods, where relief opera-
tions are underway in the
affected areas on the direc-

tive of Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali
Amin Gandapur. Due to
recent rains and floods, 21
people have lost their lives,
32 have been injured, and
330 houses have been
affected. Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif men-
tioned that an emergency
flood control room has
been established in the
Chief Minister's

Secretariat.
He further stated that the

provincial government is
distributing relief checks to
affected families, and
emergency relief opera-
tions are ongoing in the
affected areas. Immediate
relief efforts are being car-
ried out in districts affected
by rains and floods. 

He mentioned that the
provincial government is

distributing relief supplies
among the affected individ-
uals, and free medical
camps have been set up in
the affected districts by the
provincial health depart-
ment.

Furthermore, instruc-
tions for infrastructure
restoration have been
issued to commissioners
and deputy commissioners
in the affected division.

21 died, 330 houses damaged
by recent rains: Saif

PESHAWAR: Minister for Eucation Faisal Khan Tarakai chairing meeting of the heads of education-
al boards.

Torrential rains affect wheat crop, fruits orchards in KP

PESHAWAR: Special Assistant to Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Industries, Commerce and Technical Education, Abdul Karim Tordhir paid
a surprise visit to Government Technical and Vocational Centre, Gulbahar.

Transparency in public funds to be ensured: Minister
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Provincial Minister for Local Government Arshad Ayub Khan stated that planning feasibility, design,
and accountability are checked in all projects to ensure transparency and prevent waste of public funds. He empha-
sized that they are working for the welfare and benefit of the public. Provincial Minister Arshad Ayub Khan said that
improvement projects are being launched for the provision of water, better drainage systems, and solid waste man-
agement in all cities for the benefit of the people. He stressed the completion of all city projects timely and transpar-
ently, and offices of the TMAs will be solarized to save electricity and benefit the national exchequer. He announced
the establishment of a Women Development Center and a Mega Park in Haripur.
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Three killed in
Nowshera firing
Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWSHERA: At least
three people were killed
when unknown
assailants fired at them
in Malli Khel area of
Akora Khattak in
Nowshera district on
Tuesday. Police said
those killed by the fir-
ing of unknown
assailants were close
relatives adding that the
dead bodies have been
shifted to District
Headquarters Hospital
for medico legal proce-
dure. Soon after the
incident a big force of
police personnel cor-
doned off the area and
started investigation
process after collecting
evidence from the crime
scene.

Wild pig 
injures a youth

F.P. Report

KARAK: A young man
was seriously injured
due to the collision of
the pigs that attacked
the people, the youth of
the area killed the pig
which became a symbol
of fear. The young Lal
Nawaz who was graz-
ing goats was hit by the
pig in Chambai, a sub-
urb of Karak city. After
being informed, the
people of the area
reached and transferred
the injured youth to the
hospital where he is
undergoing treatment,
but on the other hand,
the youth of Chambai
area gathered and gath-
ered the pigs and shot
them, according to the
people of the area,
including two pigs. The
pair was a symbol of
fear in the area and a
dead pig would attack
humans on sight while
causing severe damage
to the ready wheat crops
in the said area.
Meanwhile, Deputy
Commissioner Karak
held meeting with
District Police Officer
and SP Investigation
regarding law and order
situation in the district
at his office. An impor-
tant meeting was held
with Police Officer
Karak and SP
Investigation in his
office during which he
probably focused on the
law and order situation
in the district and dis-
cussed how to maintain
law and order in the
community. 

Three laid to
rest in Rustam

F.P. Report

MARDAN: The funeral
prayer of three youths
killed in a road mishap
in Malaysia was offered
in Rustam tehsil of
Mardan district on
Tuesday. Local sources
said the funeral prayer
of the three youths was
attended by thousands
of people from political,
social, religious entities
and civil society. The
deceased were killed in
Malaysia by a speedy
car when they were
going to offer Eid
prayer. Four other peo-
ple had also sustained
injuries in the accident
and were under treat-
ment in Malaysia. The
deceased named Adil,
son Noor Ullah,
Shayan, son of Mumtaz
and Zahir Khan were
later laid to rest at
ancestral graveyard
amid moving scenes.

Two killed,
three injured

BAHAWALNAGAR
(INP): Two people were
killed and three other
injured in separate road
accidents in different
localities of Bahaw-
alnagar, police and res-
cue sources said on
Tuesday. According to
details, an overspeeding
oil tanker ran over a
motorcycle carrying
mother and son at
Chishtian Road. As a
result of accident,
mother identified as
Zaitoon Bibi was killed
on the spot while son
was critically injured
and oil tanker driver
fled the scene.  In
another accident, two
over speeding motorcy-
cles collided with each
other. The collision
resulted in death ofa 7-
year-old child on the
spot and left two others
critically injured.
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F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: Farmers and
landowners from the district
staged a protest in front of
the Deputy Commissioner's
office against non-purchase
of wheat crop at official
rates, overbilling and black
marketing of fertilizer.

Meanwhile, farmers and
landlords raised slogans and
said that the government has
fixed the official rate of
wheat at Rs. 3900/- rupees,
but due to non-purchase at
the official level, it is being
bought at Rs. 3000/- rupees
in the local grain markets.
Due to which farmers and
landlords are being exploit-
ed.

They said that the gov-
ernment has completely
failed to provide relief to the
farmers and landlords even
though the prices of fertiliz-
er, oil and electricity have
increased during the last one
year, yet the government has
not increased the official
price of wheat. Farmers and
landlords have been greatly
exploited and now they are
being further oppressed by
not buying from them even
at the fixed government
rate, due to which they have
been forced to protest on the
streets.

Meanwhile, overbilling

by GEPCO in Hafizabad
has raised cries from land-
lords and citizens.
Customers lined up at local
GEPCO and revenue
offices to get their bills cor-
rected. According to the
details, electricity bills
were sent a day before the
last date by adding thou-
sands of extra units to the
agricultural, commercial
and domestic consumers of
Hafizabad on behalf of
GEPCO.

On which the consumers
protested against the cutting
hand of GAPCO officers
and the excess units.
Agricultural consumers said
that they are being billed in
lakhs every month by
adding 1500 to 2000 bogus
units, but no one is asking
the GEPCO officials due to
which they started cursing
the government.

In this regard, XEN
GEPCO Zulfiqar Ali said
that the overbilling was not
done by me but by the con-
cerned SDOs. On the other
hand, consumers have
demanded GEPCO Chief
and Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif to take notice of this
cruelty.

Old grain market
becomes criminal safe
house: The old Grain
Market, located at the very

junction of the city
Hafizabad and a few fur-
longs away from City
police station, became a
hotbed of crime. In the said
market, where on the one
hand, the criminal drug
trade has reached its peak
with the collusion of the
black sheep of the police,
along with it, the gambling
business is also increasing
day by day.

Farmers hold protest for
acceptance of demands

Sahibzada Afridi

KOHAT: As many as three
persons of one family dead
while four others including
women were critically
injured in road mishap at
Lachi area of Kohat on
Indus Highway, on
Tuesday.

According to details, the
mishap was result of colli-
sion between motorcycle
and passenger van. The
deceased were husband and
wife along with daughter.
The deceased were resi-
dents of Bakhshu Pul area
of provincial capital
Peshawar.

Moreover, the accident
was occurred due to negli-
gence of passenger van’s

driver while escaped from
the scene while a case has
been registered against
him. The injured were also
shifted to Peshawar for fur-
ther treatment in critical
condition.

Meeting discussed
improvement of sanita-
tion situation: Deputy
Commissioner Kohat,
Azmatullah Wazir here
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing to discuss improvement
of sanitation situation in the
city and to clear district of
encroachments.

The meeting was also
attended by MPA, Shafi-
ullah Jan, District Ad-
ministration Officers, Can-
tonment Executive Officer
and Town Municipal

Officers (TMAs). On the
occasion, meeting was
briefed about measures
taken to further improve
sanitation situation and
eliminate encroachments.

Chairing the meeting,
DC ordered WSSC Kohat,
TMA Kohat and Canton-
ment Board to utilize
available machinery and
staff to improve sanitation
situation in their zones and
areas. He also sought a
complete report along with
maps regarding the
encroachments so that
concrete steps could be
taken to remove encroach-
ments. He also ordered
removal of illegal parking
and obstacles from roads
of the city.

Three die, four
injured in road mishap

Saqib Mushtaq

MULTAN: Com-
missioner Multan
Mariam Khan inau-
gurated new police
station at Gulgasht
along with Regional
Police Officer
(RPO) Muhammad
Sahil Chaudhry,
CPO Multan, CTO, SP
Gulgasht, and SP City were
also present on the occa-
sion, on Tuesday.

Commissioner Multan,
Mariam Khan, extended
felicitations and best wish-
es at the inauguration. RPO
Multan Muhammad Sahil

Chaudhry, expressed satis-
faction over the establish-
ment of the new office,
emphasizing its aim to
facilitate citizens and pro-
vide relief.

The police offices are
intended to be located in
areas easily accessible to

the public. CPO
Multan, Sadiq Ali,
highlighted the
importance of fur-
ther establishing
new offices to pri-
oritize public con-
venience.

L a t e r ,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Mariam Khan,

RPO Sahil Chaudhry, along
with other officers, visited
police stations where SHO
Shabana Seif provided a
detailed briefing.
Additional Commissioner
Abdul Jabbar and Deputy
Director Information Iram
Salimi were also present.

Commissioner 
naugurates new police office

Ghazala Anbreen

P
AKISTAN is the fifth
most populous country in
the world. As per 2023

digital census of Pakistan, the
population is 241.49 million. It
was the 7th census in Pakistan.
About 5.53 million new births
in Pakistan are there every
year while alone Norway’s
whole population is 5.46 mil-
lion people.

The world population in 1974
was 3.99 billion and in 2023 it
was 8 billion. In 1971 East
Pakistan’s population was 75
million and that of West Pakistan
was 60 million. In 2023 the pop-
ulation of Bangladesh was 172
million and Pakistan was 241
million. In Pakistan the fertility
rate is 3.5 and in Turkiye it is
1.88. it is important to note here
that even the Islamic countries
like Iran and Bangladesh have
successfully controlled their
populations.

The mindset of the less edu-
cated people is like that they take
more kids as an asset for them.
Cultural norms play a vital role
in moulding such opinions.
Many people lack information
about family control methods.
The subject is considered a taboo
to be discussed in media and in
public. All of these social atti-
tudes are aggravating the prob-
lem.

Social problems in areas as
health, education, transport,
water and power get intensified
due to this snow ball effect
caused by rapid increase in pop-
ulation. At state level old age
benefits are scare. The people
feel afraid that in old age they
may face difficulties in living a
comfortable life and therefore,
consider sons as a help during
that time of vulnerability. Often
in a desire to have a son, people
go on having many daughters till

they are blessed with a son.
The population of Pakistan is

growing at a much rapid pace. It
results into water scarcity and
malnutrition among kids of the
poor families. All this impedes
the pace of the economic devel-
opment. More the population
grows, more students with
degrees are there graduating
every year. But the avenues for
employments remain scanty,
especially in the wake of artifi-
cial intelligence, the impending
fear is looming all over the world
that more people will go out of
jobs as robots will replace them.

Another alarming situation is
that abnormal increase in popu-
lation leads to more urbaniza-
tion. There emerges a need for
establishing more colonies and
societies to accommodate the
huge number of people. This
causes adverse impacts on envi-
ronment. Infrequent resources,
water crisis and inability of
catering to the basic needs of
ordinary people come out as the
big challenges. Overburdened
infrastructure, competition for
resources, low per capita income
become inevitable as a conse-
quence.

This leads to a low yield and
low productivity. The results will
be evident in the growth of slums
in bigger cities, poor sanitation,
malnutrition, low mortality due
to advancement in medical tech-
nology to treat the deadly dis-
eases. On a planet with dwin-
dling resources, more people
mean more demand of natural
resources and more CFC emis-
sions. Pollution is due to more
movement of the population. It is
not the huge population that is
making the difference, it is the
huge use of resources. Education
prospects suffer too. UNICEF

data suggests that Pakistan has
the world’s second highest num-
ber of out of school children
(22.8 million) with age bracket
of 5-16.

Every year 11th July is cele-
brated as world population day
and the purpose of celebrating
this day is to make the masses
aware of evoking their rational
faculties to be sensible about the
size of the families as per their
resources. Every parent would
like to give their kids a better
future by giving them best edu-
cation and opportunities for
becoming a productive citizen.
That is possible only if the peo-
ple start realizing the importance
of having families as per their
means. It should be remembered
that this does not come in contra-
vention with the religious princi-
ples.

Evolving appropriate strate-
gies regarding small family size
is a social development issue.
State has to intervene. Otherwise
the enormous increase in popula-
tion size will manifest itself in
more number of out of school
children. Provision of basic facil-
ities should be the agenda of the
political parties’ manifestos.
Foremost among these should be
the population stabilization,
observing the demographic cycle
and then evolving a strategy to
combat this problem. Achieving
the economic growth by lower-
ing population growth must
remain the priority of all policy
makers. This better economic
progress will lead to reduction in
poverty. Increase in population
should be as per resources, other-
wise it becomes a burden on us. 

In this connection financial
incentives can be given to those
who want to rear small families.
For instance, a small tax exemp-

tion for the people with less
number of kids will encourage
other people to follow suit. There
is a need to educate people
through media and civic society.
Only then we can use our popu-
lation as a human capital. Child
marriage should be strictly pro-
hibited.

Although it is legally prohibit-
ed under the Child Marriage
Restraint Act 1929 but under a
new Bill passed by the Senate of
Pakistan, the minimum age of
marriage for a female is fixed as
18 years and if somebody vio-
lates this he will be punished
with a fine of Rs.1000 and an
imprisonment of one month or
both but still there is a need for
further rigorous punishments.
There must be an open debate on
the subject. Political parties
should talk on this issue at
length. Seldom it is seen that top-
ics like abnormal increase in
population, street children, water
scarcity become agenda for polit-
ical parties’ manifestos. They
should be part of the national
discourse as well.

There is a need to make peo-
ple aware about ways of birth
control and tell them its impor-
tance National awareness cam-
paign by media and religious
people will also help achieve the
purpose to a great extent. TV,
radio and social media can play a
persuasive role in starting media
campaigns. Religious scholars
exercise quite an influence in
Pakistan. They can be asked to
preach this cause among the illit-
erate and semi educated people.
They must educate the people,
make them aware about the ben-
efits of having small families.

Advocacy through public fig-
ures, opinion builders and influ-
encers about adopting the mod-

ern techniques to control popula-
tion thereby checking the birth
rate to see that the effects of our
economic development are not
neutralized by huge increase in
population can be a productive
step. Multi sector approach
through coordination of different
ministries can also produce good
results. All religious organiza-
tions and NGOs must participate
in this cause and propound the
policy that we have to exercise a
balance between population and
resources. That is how China
was able to control its population
by taking suitable measures.
Now its population is 1.42 bil-
lion and in 2018 it was 1.39 bil-
lion. While the population of
Pakistan saw an increase of 25.5
million population in previous 6
years.

Advocacy of small family size
of those who lack knowledge to
practice this in reality, living in
the rural areas and a change in
the belief and value system is
required, the negation of those
obsolete ideas and promotion of
forward looking thinking is the
need of the time, focusing on
mass education, promoting
macro and micro level efforts,
paving public opinion through
effective use of media are some
of the measures which can help
overcome this malediction.
Various influential groups, media
professionals and experts and
intelligentsia all should try and
serve this national cause by
moulding the public opinion and
sensitizing them.

Training and capacity build-
ing of concerned staff in the sub-
ject under discussion and projec-
tion of population welfare pro-
grams on a wide scale can help
produce commendable results. It
should be imparted to all popula-

tion welfare training personnel.
In service and pre-service train-
ings should be mandatory. A
comprehensive human resource
development plan must be pre-
pared to cater to the needs of the
new training skills and refresher
courses should be arranged to
impart training as per contempo-
rary needs. Coordination of all
the related departments is essen-
tial in this context. Health min-
istry, education Ministry and the
social welfare sector can work
through a concerted effort and
devise a monitoring mechanism
to gauge the effectiveness of the
policies. 

Management information sys-
tem can help ensuring the review
and Logistic management infor-
mation system can be devised for
ensuring the smooth functioning
for supply chain system. GIS
mapping system can help finding
out whether the different staff
and different material are being
utilized correctly.

The role of research cannot be
ignored in population develop-
ment, and population manage-
ment. The researchers can be
assigned the task of taking the
samples in different fields and
conduct surveys to make it a suc-
cess. If all the aforementioned
departments try work on these
scientific principles and consider
it as a cause to make our country
progress, we can surely control
the population to a great extent.

The 18th Amendment led to
the increase in fiscal allocation to
provinces’ share in the NFC
Award on the basis of popula-
tion. Some experts opine that it
needs to be revisited by laying
emphasis on other indicators like
women empowerment and their
contribution to generate financial
revenue. Moreover, focus should
be to impart skills to the popula-
tion to make them productive in
and out of the country.

Snowball effect of population in Pakistan

Fazal Haq

MARDAN: Mayor Mardan
Himayat Ullah Mayar held
meeting with Deputy
Commissioner along with
the local people and land
owners regarding the clo-
sure of seven government
girls’ schools including pri-
mary, middle, high and
higher secondary schools in
the district, on Tuesday.

Mayor Mardan argued
land owner for opening of
the schools. Landlords and
local people agreed for
opening of the schools on
the terms of immediate
recruitment after the ban on
recruitment. Mayor Mardan
Himayat Ullah Mayar
assured the land owner that
their demands will be ful-
filled and said that the clo-
sure of the school will harm
our children and our future
and bring disrepute to the
area, so the school should
be opened completely so
that the students can learn.
He assured that the land
owner's demands would be
fulfilled as soon as possi-

ble.
Meanwhile, a meeting

was held under the chair-
manship of District Police
Officer Zahoor Babar
Afridi with city division
police officers in which SP
Investigation Arshad Khan,
SP City Shafi-ur-Rahman,
DSP Ijaz Khan and Circle
SHOs, in-charge police sta-
tions and investigation offi-
cers and others responsible
Police officers attended.

In the meeting, security
measures were discussed in
detail, including the overall
situation of crime and law
and order at the divisional
level. On this occasion,
DPO Zahoor Babar Afridi
in his address to the partici-
pants of the meeting said
that all the police officers
should ensure the safety of
the lives and Property of
the people by using all
resources to maintain the
atmosphere of law and
order. 

Actions should be con-
tinued indiscriminately
against elements hostile to
the country and society,

including criminals, nar-
cotics, aerial firing and
social crimes. No one is
allowed to disturb the
peace, treat citizens who
come to the police stations
for legal assistance in a
courteous manner by ensur-
ing prompt legal proceed-
ings. All Investigating
Officers should complete
all pending cases in a time-
ly manner ensuring investi-
gation process on merit and
transparency.

All the responsible offi-
cers should play their pos-
itive role in solving the
problems by getting help
from the local leaders and
DRCs to end the public
conflicts and enmity in
their jurisdiction while in
view of the current situa-
tion, necessary orders
were also issued regarding
making the security
arrangements of important
and sensitive places,
police installations and
more effective and ensur-
ing the implementation of
security measures of
Police personnel.

Closure of girls’ schools

Mayor assures
redressal of owners’

demands

Vaccination in
remote areas

directed
F.P. Report

LARKANA: Adviser to
Chief Minister for Livestock
Syed Najmi Alam visited the
Larkana office during his
three-day and presided over a
meeting at the regional office
and inspected vaccination
drive. He directed the offi-
cials to set up mobile labora-
tories to test the efficacy of
the vaccine at the village
level and to provide all possi-
ble facilities for animals in
the remote villages.

The advisor also directed
functioning of veterinary
hospitals functional in the
villages as well. He asked
that the Livestock
Department keep all its
records so that it can be
called at any time. He said
that the public should be
informed about the useful-
ness of salt in animals
because the use of salt
increases the production of
malondi. Consultant Najmi
Alam also visited Breeding
Office Larkana where he
presided over a meeting and
took a briefing from DG
Livestock and also reviewed
all ongoing projects.

Provincial Counselor
Najmi Alam also visited the
office of Sub Sector
Livestock Larkana and
inquired about the facilities
from the Deputy Director of
Hospitality. Provincial
Counselor Najmi Alam
expressed his satisfaction
regarding the department's
briefing, all ongoing projects
and public facilities. He said
that he will talk to the Chief
Minister of Sindh and get
approval for the new build-
ings of the Livestock Depa-
rtment and inform the Chief
Minister of Sindh about the
visit and activate the schemes
that caused the delay.

On this occasion,
Deputy Director Livestock
Animal Husbandry
Larkana Dr. Mansoor Ali
Junejo, Additional
Director Livestock
Production and Services
Larkana Dr. Rukhsana
Mansoor Ali, Additional
Director Animal
Husbandry Larkana Dr.
Muhammad Azam Brohi,
Director Animal
Husbandry Sindh
Hyderabad Dr. Hezbollah
and other related officials.
were also with him.

CHARSADDA: Provincial president of Qaumi Watan Party, Sikandar Hayat Khan Sherpao addressing
party workers at UC Gandheray.

HYDERABAD: Main drain of city filled with garbage showing apathy of
civic bodies.

Murderer
convicted

F.P. Report

SHAHDADKOT: Model
Criminal Trial Court of
Qambar sentenced Hamzo
Kalhoro for death penalty in
murder after conclusion trial.

Model Criminal Court
also order to pay 20 lakh
rupees to the relatives of the
deceased as compensation.
It should be noted that the
accused had killed his father
Mohammad Kalhoro with a
machete on 16 July 2022.
Ali Hassan Mughiri, who
was following the case on
behalf of the prosecution,
recorded the statements of
10 witnesses who fully sup-
ported the prosecution's
case.
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SOLOMON ISLANDS:
The people of the Solomon
Islands are set to vote for
their next government on
April 17, in an election that
could have repercussions
for the rest of the Asia
Pacific region due to the
country's close relationship
with China.

The Pacific state's
760,000 citizens are spread
across its 900 islands and
28,230 square kilometres
(10,900 square miles) of
territory, making this one of
the most logistically chal-
lenging elections in the
world. It will take several
weeks to collect all the bal-
lots and then wait for the
country's 50 MPs to form a
government before they
choose the next prime min-
ister. Neighbours like
Australia, New Zealand
and Papua New Guinea
have sent police to help
with security during the
election period as elections
in the past have been fol-
lowed by periods of unrest.

The election is taking
place a year later than usual
so the Solomon Islands
government could focus its
resources on hosting the
2023 Pacific Games, a
move which raised more
than a few eyebrows among

observers. The election has
been described as "perhaps
the most important to [the]
Solomon Islands since
independence" by Tarcisius
Kabutaulaka, an associate
professor and former direc-
tor of the Center for Pacific
Islands Studies at the
University of Hawaii,
because of the country's
ongoing economic prob-
lems and its role in the
greater rivalry between
China and the United
States. For foreign
observers, the major issue
is the Solomon Islands's
ongoing relationship with
China and whether Prime
Minister Manasseh
Sogavare will be re-elected.

Sogavare is best known
overseas for switching
diplomatic recognition in
2019 from Taiwan to
China. The controversial
decision stirred unrest and
in November 2021, protest-
ers targeted Honiara's
Chinatown and tried to
storm Sogavare's residence.
Peace was restored with the
help of a contingent of
Australian police following
a request from the govern-
ment. Then in 2022,
Sogavare signed a secretive
security pact with Beijing
causing alarm in Australia,

New Zealand and the US.
The countries feared China
could one day build a naval
base there, dramatically
increasing Beijing's mili-
tary reach. The island chain
lies about 2,000km (1,200
miles) east of the Australian
city of Brisbane and just
more than 6,000km (3,728
miles) southeast of the
Chinese city of Shanghai.
One of Sogavare's rivals for
the top job, Peter Kenilorea
Jr, an outspoken MP and
the son of the country's first
prime minister, has pledged
to switch ties back to
Taiwan.

For Solomon Islanders,
however, "bread and butter"
issues trump all else,
according to Graeme Smith,
a fellow at the Australian
National University's
Department of Pacific
Affairs. "I don't think that
the China thing is really that
central of an issue.
Normally, what people are
excited about in their daily
lives are health, education
and transport," he told Al
Jazeera. Although it is rich
in natural resources, the
Solomon Islands ranks just
155 out of 199 countries in
the United Nations's Human
Development Index. —
Aljazeera

Solomon Islands prepares
for polls since independence

KYIV (BBC): On the night
of 3 April, a swarm of
Russian drones attacked
Kharkiv, in Ukraine's
northeast. The country's
second-largest city has
been targeted almost inces-
santly since the start of
Russia's full-scale invasion.
But this time was worse
than usual, because, when
rescue workers arrived at
the scene, there was a sec-
ond strike. Three of them
were killed.

The following, it hap-
pened again when Russian
missiles hit Zaporizhzhia, a
major city in Ukraine's
southeast. Rescuers and
journalists rushed to the
scene, and then two more
missiles hit. In total, four
people were killed and
more than 20 were wound-
ed, including two local
journalists. Both the
Kharkiv and the
Zaporizhzhia attacks
employed a technique
called "double-tap" - when
an initial air strike is fol-
lowed by a second attack,
killing rescuers trying to
help the injured. Russia has
carried out this kind of
repeat attack before.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said a
strike on a building in the
southern city of Odesa in
March that killed 20 was a
double-tap, and called it a
"despicable act of cow-
ardice". But Ukrainian offi-

cials say they have seen an
increase in the use of such
attacks. Oleh Synehubov,
the governor of Kharkiv
region, told Ukrainian
media that Russia has start-
ed incorporating repeat
strikes on its targets "day
and night".

"The occupiers are using
the tactic of double-taps to
hit civilian rescuers and
other workers who are there
first to arrive at the scene,"
he said. The UN Office for
the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said it
had seen a "particularly
troubling pattern" of double
taps in recent weeks. It
called them "cruel" and
"unconscionable" and
urged for them to stop.
Rescuers from Ukraine's
State Emergencies Service
DSNS often arrive to deal
with the aftermath of
Russian attacks before
everyone else, and they
also say the threat of repeat
strikes is becoming ever
more frequent.
"Unfortunately, the tactic of
double-tapping has been
used increasingly often
recently. This is difficult to
comprehend. The Russians
have no right to do this,"
DSNS spokesman
Oleksandr Khorunzhy told
the BBC. "They know per-
fectly well what they're
doing, and not just to res-
cuers, police officers, utili-
ty workers or medics. This

affects ordinary civilians,"
Mr Khorunzhy said.

He called double-taps
"utterly immoral". "I can't
wrap my head around this,
it's just inhuman," he said.
"They see perfectly well
that unarmed rescuers are
the first to arrive at the sites
of their attacks." The DSNS
says 91 of its rescuers have
been killed and more than
340 injured since the
Russian full-scale invasion
in February 2022. Kira
Oves was one of the jour-
nalists injured in the
Zaporizhzhia double-tap
attack. She told the BBC
that she had just arrived at
the scene of a strike when
she heard a whistling
sound. "A colleague shout-
ed: Incoming! On the
ground!" She crouched and
heard a massive explosion.
She only realised that she
was wounded after she felt
blood streaming down her
face. She and her colleague
ran to what they thought
was a safe place - only to
hear another "enormous
blast". "I knelt down, and a
policewoman rushed over
to me to help close the
wound. Another police offi-
cer bandaged my head to
stop the bleeding. From the
shouting we found out that
another journalist had been
wounded much more
badly," Kira said.

She had not expected
two more strikes to follow

the one she had gone to
report on. Ukrainians tar-
geted by double-tap attacks
accuse Russia of trying to
crush their fighting spirit
and resilience. They also
worry that no medic or
emergency worker would
be prepared to risk coming
to their rescue for fear of
coming under fire, too. But
there are other pragmatic
reasons for Russia's strate-
gy too. "If you abandon any
pretence at subscribing to
international humanitarian
law and even commonly
accepted humanitarian
norms, then there is a sound
military rationale for dou-
ble-tap attacks because you
target high-profile targets,"
says Keir Giles, director of
the Conflict Studies
Research Centre, a British
think-tank. There is a limit-
ed supply of first respon-
ders such as medics, emer-
gency personnel and fire
crews and they are difficult
to replace.

"If you take them out by
the second attack on the
same spot, at exactly the
time when they've congre-
gated to help the victims of
the first attack, you're actu-
ally achieving quite a lot."
Karolina Hird, an analyst
at the US-based Institute
for the Study of War, says
double-tap attacks target-
ing rescue workers could,
and likely do, constitute a
war crime.

Ukraine war: Russian double-tap
strikes hit civilians then rescuers too

BRUSSELS: Germany will
provide 244 million euros
($260m) in humanitarian
aid to Sudan, one year after
the country plunged into
war, as other European
countries are also expected
to pledge more funds.

European diplomats met
in France to mark the
anniversary of the conflict
that has killed tens of thou-
sands of people and dis-
placed 8.5 million since
fighting broke out between
the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF) and the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) last April. "We can
manage together to avoid a
terrible famine catastrophe,
but only if we get active
together now," German
Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock said, announcing
the pledge of funds. She
added that in the worst-case
scenario, one million
Sudanese could die of
hunger this year.

At the conference,
France is seeking contribu-
tions from the international
community and attention to
a crisis officials say is
being crowded out of the
global conversation by
ongoing conflicts in
Ukraine and Gaza. "For a
year the Sudanese people
have been the victims of a
terrible war," French
Foreign Minister Stephane
Sejourne said. Yet they had
also suffered from "being
forgotten" and "indiffer-
ence". "This is the reason

for our meetings today: to
break the silence surround-
ing this conflict and
mobilise the international
community," he said in
opening remarks.

Donors will hopefully
pledge "well over a billion
euros" ($1.07bn) at the con-
ference, a French diplomatic
source told the Reuters news
agency, without specifying
where the rest of the money
will come from. The United
States, hoping the Paris con-
ference could loosen purse
strings elsewhere, also
planned to announce an
additional $100m in aid,
Reuters reported.
Meanwhile, the United
Kingdom announced sanc-
tions against businesses
linked to the warring parties
in Sudan.

The foreign office said
"strict measures" would
include an asset freeze on
companies linked to the
SAF and the RSF. "We con-
tinue to see appalling atroc-
ities against civilians, unac-
ceptable restrictions on
humanitarian access and an
utter disregard for civilian
life," said British foreign
minister, David Cameron.
"The businesses that sup-
port the warring parties
must be held to account,
alongside those responsible
for human rights abuses.
The world must not forget
about Sudan. We urgently
need to end the violence."
Sudan descended into con-
flict on April 15, 2023,

when simmering tensions
between the military and
the RSF exploded into open
fighting in the capital,
Khartoum, and the rest of
the country.

The war has since devas-
tated infrastructure,
prompted warnings of
famine and displaced mil-
lions. Some 1.8 million
people have fled Sudan,
many to neighbouring
Chad, now also suffering a
humanitarian crisis; anoth-
er 6.7 million are internally
displaced. Thousands of
civilians have been killed,
although death toll esti-
mates are highly uncertain,
and each side has been
accused of committing war
crimes. Both sides have
largely denied the accusa-
tions against them. The
United Nations said recent-
ly Sudan is experiencing
"one of the worst humani-
tarian disasters in recent
memory" and "the largest
internal displacement crisis
in the world".

It has made a call for
$2.7bn for aid inside the
country, where 25 million
people need assistance,
and another $1.4bn for
assistance in neighbouring
countries that have housed
hundreds of thousands of
refugees. Last week, US
Special Envoy Tom
Perriello called the interna-
tional response so far "piti-
ful". "We're at 5 percent of
the needed amount," he
said. — Aljazeera

Europe pledges 
to boost aid to Sudan

STOCKHOLM: Sweden
has launched the trial of a
former Syrian army officer
over his alleged role in war
crimes committed in 2012
during the country's civil
war. The case against
Brigadier General
Mohammed Hamo, who
resides in Sweden, opened.
The trial is one of a very
small number thus far
against high-ranking Syrian
government or military
officials, despite efforts in
Europe to implement jus-
tice against those responsi-
ble for human rights abuses
during Syria's 13-year civil
war.

Hamo is charged with
aiding and abetting abuses
of international law. The
65-year-old former mili-
tary official is accused of
participating in operations
that "systematically
included attacks carried
out in violation of the prin-
ciple of distinction, cau-
tion and proportionality",
during his time as
brigadier general in the
Syrian army between
January and July 2012.
Prosecutor Karolina
Wieslander read out the
charges which were
described as constituting
"a serious crime". Hamo
contributed, through
"advice and action", to the

Syrian army's "indiscrimi-
nate" warfare, according to
the case.

The prosecutor also said
Hamo worked in the Syrian
army's 11th Division and
was vital in making "strate-
gic decisions and [imple-
menting] military opera-
tions". Hamo's defence
lawyer said her client main-
tained his innocence,
claiming he could not be
held liable for the actions
"as he had acted in a mili-
tary context and had to fol-
low orders". According to
estimates, nearly half a mil-
lion people have been
killed in the Syrian civil
war, which began after the
government's repression of
pro-democracy protests
spurred unrest between the
regime of Bashar al-Assad
and the opposition. Since
the war began in 2011, half
of the country's pre-war
population of 23 million
have fled the country, ignit-
ing a wave of migration in
the Middle East and
Europe.

However, few Syrian
officials have been brought
to trial. In November,
France issued an interna-
tional arrest warrant for
Assad, accusing him of
complicity in crimes
against humanity and war
crimes over chemical

attacks in 2013. Three other
international warrants were
also issued for the arrests of
Assad's brother Maher, the
de facto chief of the army's
elite 4th Division and two
generals. In March, Swiss
prosecutors charged an
uncle of Bashir with war
crimes and crimes against
humanity. However, Rifaat
al-Assad - who recently
returned to Syria after 37
years in exile - is unlikely
to show up for the trial, for
which a date has yet to be
set.

In January 2022, a
German court sentenced
former Colonel Anwar
Raslan to life in jail for
crimes against humanity in
connection with "state-
sponsored torture".
Activists claim that the case
against Hamo strikes a
blow by putting the first
military official on the
stand over army operations.
"This trial is important
because it's the first time
that anyone from the Syrian
government or the Syrian
army is actually put on trial
for the attacks that took
place," claimed Aida
Samani of the Stockholm-
based Civil Rights
Defenders human rights
group. "The attacks in and
around Homs and Hama in
2012 resulted in wide-

spread civilian harm and an
immense destruction of
civilian properties," Samani
added. "The same conduct
has been repeated systemat-
ically by the Syrian army in
other cities across Syria
with complete impunity." If
convicted, the former gen-
eral faces up to 18 years in
jail and even life imprison-
ment, the activist suggest-
ed.

Little is known about
Hamo, who in July 2012
defected from the Syrian
army and joined those
fighting to remove
President Bashar al-Assad
from power. Syrian opposi-
tion activists say he was
involved in the fighting in
the once rebel-held neigh-
bourhood of Baba Amr in
Homs, Syria's third-largest
city. He lived in central
Sweden until he was arrest-
ed over his supposed partic-
ipation in war crimes in
2021, but he was swiftly
released due to a lack of
evidence. Several plaintiffs
are set to testify at the trial,
including Syrians from the
cities that were attacked
and a British photographer
who was injured during one
strike. The trial at the
Stockholm District Court is
planned to run for 18 days,
with the last court session
on May 21. — Aljazeera

Sweden launches war crimes 
trial against former Syrian officer

MANILA (AP): The
Philippine president said
his administration has no
plan to give the United
States access to more
Philippine military bases
and stressed that the
American military's pres-
ence in several camps and
sites so far was sparked by
China's aggressive actions
in the disputed South
China Sea.

President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., who took
office in 2022, allowed
American forces and
weapons access to four
additional Philippine mili-
tary bases, bringing to
nine the number of sites
where US troops can
rotate indefinitely under a
2014 agreement. The
Biden administration has
been strengthening an arc
of security alliances in the
region to better counter
China, a move that dove-
tails with Philippine
efforts to shore up its
external defense, especial-
ly in the South China Sea.

Marcos' decision last
year alarmed China
because two of the new
sites were located just
across from Taiwan and
southern China. Beijing
accused the Philippines of
providing American forces
with staging grounds,
which could be used to
undermine its security.
"The Philippines has no
plans to create any more
bases or give access to any

more bases," Marcos said,
without elaborating in
response to a question dur-
ing a forum with Manila-
based foreign correspon-
dents. Asked if he was
concerned that allowing
the US military access to
Philippine bases had pro-
voked Chinese actions in
the South China Sea,
Marcos said the presence
of US troops was in
response to China's
moves. "These are reac-
tions to what has happened
in the South China Sea, to
the aggressive actions that
we have had to deal with,"
he said, mentioning
Chinese coast guard ves-
sels using water cannons
and lasers to deter
Philippine ships from the
area Beijing claims as its
own.

He also mentioned col-
lisions, blocking of
Filipino fishermen and sea
barriers to block ships
from Scarborough Shoal,
which lies in the
Philippine economic zone.
Under Marcos, the
Philippines has adopted a
strategy of publicizing the
incidents by allowing
journalists to board its
patrol ships to witness
China's assertive actions.
"It is crucial that the media
… continue to expose
these actions that not only
threaten the peace and sta-
bility of the region but
also undermine the rules-
based order that has under-

pinned global develop-
ment and prosperity over
the previous century,"
Marcos said. China has
blamed the Philippines for
sparking the confronta-
tions by intruding into
what it says were Chinese
territorial waters and
reneging on an alleged
agreement to pull away an
old Philippine navy ship,
which now serves as
Manila's territorial outpost
in the disputed Second
Thomas Shoal. Marcos
said he was not aware of
any such deal, and added
that he considers the deal
rescinded - if it ever exist-
ed.

Last week, President
Joe Biden renewed
Washington's "ironclad"
commitment to defend
Pacific allies in a summit
with Marcos and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida at the White
House. He reiterated that
the US is obligated to
defend the Philippines if
its forces, aircraft or ships
come under an armed
attack. Asked when the
1951 Mutual Defense
Treaty between the US and
the Philippines could be
invoked amid territorial
hostilities between China
and the Philippines,
Marcos cited Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin as
saying that could happen
"if any Filipino service-
man is killed on an attack
from any foreign power."

Philippine president says
he won’t give US access
to more local mily bases

TBILISI (BBC): Thousands of peo-
ple demonstrated in the Georgian
capital Tbilisi demanding the with-
drawal of a controversial "foreign
influence" bill they say is inspired by
authoritarian laws neighbouring
Russia uses to crush dissent. "No to
the Russian law," chanted thousands
of protesters outside parliament,
many waving EU and Georgian flags.

A previous attempt by the govern-
ment to introduce a "foreign agents"
bill was abandoned in the face of
mass street protests last year. But this
month, the government announced it
would reintroduce the legislation,
renaming it a bill on the "transparen-
cy of foreign influence." Outside par-
liament, 23-year old Marisha said:
"We are fighting for our freedom," as
she held a long stick with the
Georgian flag hoisted on top.

"We want to have a bright future,
and I think it's the responsibility of
every person who lives in this county
to come out." The bill would require
non-governmental organisations and
media outlets that receive more than
20% of their funding from abroad to
register as an "organisation serving
the interests of a foreign power".
Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze
said the proposed law was needed to
ensure the financial transparency of
grant recipients.

But opposition parties and inde-
pendent journalists have said the bill
is an attempt to crush critical voices
in Georgia and sabotage the country's
chances of joining the EU. They have
said it mirrors similar legislation
introduced by Russian President
Vladimir Putin in his country.
"Georgia will not surrender to re-

Sovietisation!" pro-Western President
Salome Zurabishvili wrote on X, for-
merly Twitter. The Georgian govern-
ment has rejected any comparison to
the Russian legislation. "I agree that
no Russian laws should be adopted in
Georgia," Georgian Dream's parlia-
mentary leader Mamuka Mdinaradze
said during a parliamentary debate.
Shortly after he was punched in the
face by opposition MP Aleko
Elisashvili while speaking at the
despatch box, triggering a brawl in
parliament. Opposition politician
Zurab Japaridze of the libertarian
Girchi - More Freedom party claimed
that Georgian Dream was scared of
losing power.

The party currently holds a major-
ity in parliament but the country is
gearing up for parliamentary elec-
tions later this year. "We have to
implement reforms in judiciary, elec-
toral system, anti-corruption, de-oli-
garchisation. This is what the West is
asking us to do in order to join the EU

and Nato," Mr Japaridze said. "But if
[the government] implements these
reforms it will lose power. So they
decided to get rid of all civil society
and critical media and stay in power
forever, like Putin in Russia."
Opposition MP Mr Elisashvili, with
visible bruises on his forehead, which
he claimed he sustained from being
badly beaten up by pro-government
MPs, later said outside parliament:
"We will not be Russia! They are
shamelessly dragging us to Russia. It
won't happen."

The proposed "foreign influence"
bill has been strongly condemned by
both the EU and the US. Both have
said it is incompatible with the coun-
try's stated aim of EU integration. A
2023 poll found that more than 80%
of Georgia's 3.7 million population
supported joining the EU. Last
December, the EU granted Georgia
candidate status, subject to extensive
negotiations on topics including dem-
ocratic norms.

Protesters demand 
Georgia govt withdraw
proposed ‘Russian law’

Somali
pirates free
BD-flagged

vessel
MOGADISHU (BBC):
Somali pirates have
released a Bangladesh-
flagged vessel and its 23-
member crew after a ran-
som was reportedly paid.
The MV Abdullah was car-
rying coal from
Mozambique to the United
Arab Emirates (UAE)
when it was hijacked off
Somalia's coast about a
month ago. The pirates
alleged that they received
$5m (£4m), but there is no
independent confirmation
of the claim.

A spike in hijackings has
been reported off Somalia's
coast in recent months.
More than a dozen vessels
have been targeted since
late November. Security
experts said a security vac-
uum had developed off
Somalia's coast after for-
eign navies patrolling its
waters turned their atten-
tion to the Red Sea, where
Yemen's Houthi rebel
group have been attacking
ships. Between 2005 and
2012, pirates off the Horn
of Africa raked in between
$339m and $413m by hold-
ing crew members hostage
and demanding ransom
payments, the World Bank
has estimated. Reuters
news agency reported that
it was told by two pirates
that a $5m ransom was paid
for the release of MV
Abdullah and its crew. "We
checked whether the
money was fake or not.
Then we divided the money
into groups and left, avoid-
ing the government forces,"
Reuters quoted one of the
pirates, Abdirashiid Yusuf,
as saying.

The vessel's owner, the
KSRM Group, said the ves-
sel and its crew were freed
following negotiations.
"We struck a deal with the
pirates," Mizanul Islam of
SR Shipping, the group's
maritime arm, told AFP
news agency. "We cannot
say more about the money,"
he said, adding: "All the
crew are safe and secure."
The ship has since sailed to
UAE, escorted by two war-
ships. 

Lebanese 
officials charge

financier
BEIRUT (AFP): A
Lebanese minister and two
senior officials said pre-
liminary findings suggest
Israel's Mossad spy
agency was behind the
killing of a US-sanctioned
Lebanese man accused of
sending Iranian money to
Hamas. The body of
Mohammad Sarur, 57, was
found riddled with bullets
in a villa in the Lebanese
mountain town of Beit
Mery last Tuesday.

Interior Minister
Bassam Mawlawi told Al-
Jadeed TV that, "accord-
ing to the data we have so
far, (the killing) was car-
ried out by intelligence
services." Asked whether
he was referring to
Mossad, Mawlawi con-
firmed. AFP has requested
comment from Israeli gov-
ernment officials but has
received no response so
far. The US Treasury said
in August 2019 that it had
sanctioned Sarur for fun-
nelling "tens of millions of
dollars" from Iran's
Revolutionary Guards "to
Hamas for terrorist attacks
originating from the Gaza
Strip," through Lebanon's
Hamas-allied Hezbollah.

The Lebanese group
has been exchanging near
daily cross-border fire
with the Israeli military
since October 7 when
Hamas launched its
unprecedented attack on
Israel, triggering the war
in Gaza. A Lebanese judi-
cial official and a security
source told AFP that
Mossad likely master-
minded Sarur's killing,
both speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity as they
were not authorized to
speak to the press. "The
preliminary results of the
investigation indicate that
the Israeli Mossad was
behind the assassination,"
the security official told
AFP. Initial findings "sug-
gest the Mossad used
Lebanese and Syrian
agents to lure Sarur to a
villa in Beit Mery," the
official said, adding that
they had wiped finger-
prints from the crime
scene and used silenced
weapons. The judicial
official also told AFP that
preliminary information
pointed to Mossad, but
that the probe was ongo-
ing, with investigators col-
lecting evidence "espe-
cially from communica-
tions data."
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Iran must not
go unpunished

T
HE attacks on Tuesday by armed drones on
Saudi oil-pumping stations, and two days before-
hand on oil tankers off the coast of Fujairah in

the UAE, represent a serious escalation on the part of
Iran and its proxies, should the initial conclusions of an
international investigation prove to be accurate. 

Riyadh has constantly warned world leaders of the
dangers that Iran poses, not only to Saudi Arabia and the
region, but also to the entire world. This is something
former President Obama did not realize until the Iran-
backed Houthis attacked the US Navy three times in late
2016. The recent attacks on oil tankers and oil pipelines
were aimed at subverting the world economy by hitting
directly at the lifeline of today’s world of commerce.
Tehran should not get away with any more intimidation,
or be allowed to threaten global stability. 

It was in 2008 that the late King Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz called upon the US to “cut off the head of the
snake,” in reference to the malign activities of Iran.
Nearly a decade later, Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman referred to Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as the “new Hitler of the Middle East.” We are
in 2019 and Iran continues to wreak havoc in the region,
both directly and through its well armed proxies. Crown
Prince Mohammed was therefore clearly correct when he
argued that appeasement does not work with the Iranian
regime, just as it did not work with Hitler. The next logi-
cal step — in this newspaper’s view — should be surgi-
cal strikes. The US has set a precedent, and it had a telling
effect: The Trump strikes on Syria when the Assad
regime used Sarin gas against its people.

We argue this because it is clear that sanctions are not
sending the right message. If the Iranian regime were not
too used to getting away with their crimes, they would
have taken up the offer from President Trump to get on
the phone and call him in order to reach a deal that would
be in the best interests of the Iranian people themselves.
As the two recent attacks indicate, the Iranians insist on
disrupting the flow of energy around the world, putting
the lives of babies in incubators at risk, threatening hos-
pitals and airports, attacking civilian ships and putting
innocent lives in danger. As the case always is with the
Iranian leadership, they bury their heads in the sand and
pretend that they have done nothing. Nevertheless, inves-
tigations indicate that they were behind the attack on our
brothers in the UAE while their Houthi militias targeted
the Saudi pipelines. Our point of view is that they must be
hit hard. They need to be shown that the circumstances
are now different. We call for a decisive, punitive reaction
to what happened so that Iran knows that every single
move they make will have consequences. The time has
come for Iran not only to curb its nuclear weapon ambi-
tions — again in the world’s interest — but also for the
world to ensure that they do not have the means to sup-
port their terror networks across the region. 

We respect the wise and calm approach of politicians
and diplomats calling for investigations to be completed
and all other options to be exhausted before heading to
war. In the considered view of this newspaper, there has
to be deterrent and punitive action in order for Iran to
know that no sinister act will go unpunished; that action,
in our opinion, should be a calculated surgical strike.

Calming tensions

W
ITHIN hours of Iran's drone and missile attack
on Israel on Sunday, China initiated intensive
diplomatic mediation efforts involving Saudi

Arabia, Iran and Israel, seeking to use its balanced rela-
tions with these countries to calm the situation in the
Middle East. Iran has stated that its military action was
in response to Israel's airstrike on its consulate in
Damascus, Syria, and it deems the matter to be conclud-
ed, so there is no reason why a lid cannot be kept on the
tensions, if all parties in the region refrain from acting
rashly as China is urging.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi's talk by telephone on Monday
with Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan Al
Saud testifies to Riyadh and Beijing having a solid founda-
tion on which to coordinate efforts to exert influence on
Teheran and Tel Aviv, whether directly or indirectly, so as to
prevent a further escalation of tensions. Wang also talked by
telephone with his Iranian counterpart Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian on the same day, in which he condemned the
attack on Iran's embassy as a serious violation of internation-
al law. He recognized the restraint Iran demonstrated in its
response, which was not aimed at any neighboring country,
and Teheran's willingness to continue to pursue peace and
stability in the region. Until the conflict erupted in Gaza, the
realization of the common aspiration of countries in the
region for a regional environment conducive to development
had seemed to be on the cards after the China-brokered rec-
onciliation between Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Beijing believes that Teheran, having made its point, can
avoid further actions that aggravate the tensions while safe-
guarding Iran's sovereignty and dignity. And although Israel
has an advanced defense system, the losses it incurred from
Iran's measured retaliation on Sunday should be enough to
convince Tel Aviv of the potentially dire consequences of
opening a new front against Iran. Such a development would
be in no country's interests, including the United States,
which has so far been reluctant to use its influence to exert
any meaningful pressure to rein in Israel's aggression in
Gaza. This round of escalation of tensions is nothing but the
latest spillover effect from the conflict in Gaza. The world
should be more vigilant against the longstanding frictions in
the region causing sparks to fly due to hotheaded decisions
and reckless moves, since these have the potential to ignite a
tinderbox of troubles.

Attention should continue to be focused on the root cause
of regional chaos: the long-time prevention of the
Palestinian people realizing their legitimate national rights,
which is the longest-lasting injustice in modern times. That's
why Wang rightly pointed out that the top priority for the
time being is to strictly implement United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2728, immediately achieve an uncondi-
tional and lasting cease-fire, protect civilians, and ensure
humanitarian relief can reach the besieged Palestinians in
Gaza who are in dire need of it. The international communi-
ty should take more active actions to support the establish-
ment of an independent Palestinian state and the convening
of a larger, more authoritative international peace conference
that formulates a realizable timetable and road map for the
implementation of the two-state solution. The longer the
conflict in Gaza drags on, the more possibility there is that a
stray spark will ignite a wild fire.

F
ROM the veterans
who surged into new
"bedroom commu-

nities" after World War II
to the growing number of
immigrants now diversi-
fying and reviving them,
suburbia has served as a
symbol of renewal.
President Joe Biden
knows this fresh-start
narrative poignantly: The
suburbs are not only
where he built a soaring
career but rebuilt a bro-
ken family after a traffic
accident took his wife and
daughter decades ago.

Now, Biden needs the
suburbs to save his political
life. And despite his low
approval ratings and cracks
in the Democratic base, it's
likely these politically piv-
otal places again will step
up for him against former
President Donald Trump.
Biden's longtime affinity
with suburban voters, espe-
cially women, could give
him an edge. And recent
primary results underscore
this strength over his rival.

In the most recent pri-
maries, Trump technically
ran unopposed. However,
non-candidate and former
UN Ambassador Nikki
Haley still took a signifi-
cant chunk of the voters in
swing states including
Wisconsin, taking 13% of
the vote to Trump's 79%.
Multiple media sources
report that well-educated
suburban women com-
prised a large share of non-
candidacy support of
Haley, reaffirming Trump's
disconnect with the
"swingiest" of voters. Their
defections were fatal to
Trump in 2020 and can
only help Biden in
November.

The primary in
Wisconsin offers insight
into Trump's suburban
problem. In Milwaukee
County, which includes
several suburban communi-
ties, Trump received 73%,
down from his winning per-
centage statewide. In
neighboring Waukesha
County, Trump fell only
one percentage point shy of
his statewide total but well
behind his totals in more
rural areas, such as Rusk
County, where he rolled up
88%.

By contrast, Biden over-
performed in several
Milwaukee suburbs.
Overall, he won 88% of the
Wisconsin Democratic
vote, with an even stronger
showing in suburban
Waukesha, capturing 90%

(compared to Trump's
78%) and Racine, garner-
ing 92% to the former pres-
ident's 81%. In Virginia and
North Carolina, among
other Super Tuesday con-
tests, Haley's only centers
of strength were suburban
and urban counties with
significant concentrations
of young, college-educated
voters.

In the swing state of
North Carolina, Trump
received 74% of the vote to
Haley's 23%. But in
Mecklenberg County,
where Charlotte comprises
about a third of the popula-
tion, Trump gathered only
52%, Haley 45%; in Wake
County, where nearly half
of the residents live in
Raleigh, Trump won 58%.
In Virginia, Haley won sev-
eral suburban counties out-
right, racking up 71% in

Arlington, 71% in
Alexandria and 57% in
Fairfax, and ran ahead of
her statewide totals in sub-
urbs surrounding
Richmond. The former
president isn't the only one
with work to do: The
results in a number of other
primaries weren't com-
pletely positive for Biden,
who faced a protest vote
amid dissatisfaction from
the progressive wing of his
party and softening support
in polls from voters of
color. But when it comes to
suburbanites, Biden clearly
has a head start.

For decades, with the
close exception of 2012,
the candidate who won the
suburbs went on to win the
White House. Comprising
more than 60% of the pop-
ulation by some measures,
suburbanites also have
played an outsized role in
determining which party
controls Congress. The
challenge for candidates is
to build a bridge to the sub-
urbs from their urban or
rural bases. Biden needs
"purple" suburbanites to
join with the "blue" city
voters, at least as much as
they did four years ago -

otherwise, he'll struggle to
cover the potential loss of
Muslim and young voters if
they abandon Biden over
issues like Israel. But from
performances in the voting
booth to stronger polls,
these moderate, open-
minded "swingers" are
increasingly likely to
remain in Biden's corner.

Even before his strong
State of the Union address
and subsequent campaign
blitz, a New York
Times/Sienna poll showed
Biden leading among sub-
urban voters by slightly
more than in 2020. And
with Trump unwilling or
unable to broaden his base,
Biden is well-positioned to
build on his suburban mar-
gins. Suburbanites have
supported Biden for every
office he's held, from a
county councilman to com-

mander-in-chief. A daily
commuter between
Delaware and Washington,
DC, during his 36 years in
the Senate, people like his
New Castle neighbors and
fellow Amtrak passengers
shaped his political sensi-
bilities and enhanced his
centrist appeal.

In 2008, Barack Obama
chose "Amtrak Joe" as his
running mate as much for
Biden's moderate image as
his experience in Congress.
And in 2020, Biden was
able to push aside and then
unite progressive oppo-
nents behind a centrist can-
didacy that resonated with
swing voters, making
Trump seem all the more
extreme. Four years after
Hillary Clinton lost the sub-
urbs, Biden trumped Trump
by two percentage points
among suburban voters,
driven especially by subur-
ban women who, as key
advisors warned Trump,
found rhetoric on the sub-
urbs, and his positions on
issues they cared about,
unpalatable.

Of course, recreating his
urban-suburban coalition
isn't going to be easy for
Biden, given the blame he's

received for a bipartisan
immigration mess, the
intraparty feuding over the
Israel-Hamas war, the leak-
age of previously loyal
Latino voters and denial
that the economy is soar-
ing. Biden's strength in the
suburbs isn't only his track
record there. His party's
recent performance on
issues - abortion only the
most obvious - has animat-
ed suburbanites up and
down the ballot.

Last year, suburbanites
embraced Democratic
politicians and positions in
state and local contests.
Voters in Virginia, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey
and even deep "red"
Kentucky rebuked
Republicans, who pushed
positions that moderate,
independent (and even
some Republican leaning)
suburbanites saw as
extremist. Abortion gar-
nered the most headlines,
as suburban women espe-
cially came out in droves
for "pro-choice" plebiscites
and politicians. Last month,
Democrat Thomas Suozzi
won a special election to
recapture a Long Island
congressional seat, follow-
ing former GOP Rep.
George Santos' expulsion.
Inflation, a key concern in
polling, didn't stick to sub-
urban Democrats as much
as they had feared and
Republicans hoped; their
candidates repeatedly
turned back Republicans
who campaigned on that
issue.

On immigration, another
issue on which Biden and
other Democrats poll poor-
ly, Trump's and other
Republicans' refusal to
embrace a bipartisan solu-
tion enabled Suozzi to refo-
cus the issue as one of GOP
intransigence and partisan-
ship. Like Suozzi, Biden
and other Democrats are
taking a tougher stance on
border security, while
pounding Republicans for
being more interested in
scoring political points than
solving problems.
Suburban Democrats also
have experienced less fall-
out on the issue because
migrants aren't nearly as
prevalent in their districts
as they are in many cities.
Biden and the suburbs have
enjoyed a symbiotic rela-
tionship for decades. If his
new momentum in the polls
is to be sustained through
November, it will be subur-
banites who step up to save
one of their own. 

Biden’s not-so-secret
path to success in November

Lawrence Levy

T
HE ongoing visit
of German
Chancellor Olaf

Scholz is very important
because Scholz’s delega-
tion includes several
federal ministers and a
large number of busi-
ness leaders from across
different sectors. This is
Scholz's second visit to
China. In November
2022, he led a German
big business delegation
to China. 

The 2022 visit was not
only Scholz's first to
China as German chancel-
lor but also the first visit
by a European leader to
China after the 20th
National Congress of the
Communist Party of
China. It was also the first
face-to-face meeting
between the top leaders of
the two countries since
the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Scholz's second visit to
China in one and a half
years shows he is keen to
strengthen relations with
China. However, the per-
sonal efforts of Scholz
and the eagerness of

German enterprises to
engage in dialogue and
cooperation are not
enough to elevate Sino-
German relations to
newer heights in the new
era. To write a new chap-
ter in Sino-German rela-
tions, the German govern-
ment and strategic com-
munity, too, have to adopt
a forward-looking attitude
toward China, build a
strategic consensus on
bilateral ties and follow a
foreign policy independ-
ent of the US. Germany
should also stop devising
its China policy based on
ideology. In this regard,
Scholz, who was vice-
chancellor and finance
minister in former chan-
cellor Angela Merkel's
government, has advocat-
ed inheriting as well as
adjusting Merkel's poli-
cies, reflecting his prag-
matic attitude toward
China.

Yet Scholz's is a coali-
tion government of three
major parties: the Social
Democratic Party, the
Green Party and the Free
Democratic Party. There

are significant differences
among the three parties in
terms of China policy.
From example, Green
Party and Free
Democratic Party politi-
cians have been hyping up
the "China threat" theory
and advocating for a
tough stance against
China, in particular,
reducing Germany's eco-
nomic dependence on
China. They also demand
that Germany's China pol-
icy reflect that China is an
"economic competitor"
and "systemic rival". In
fact, during Scholz's first
visit to China, German
Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock (a
Greens leader) publicly
criticized Scholz's China
policy for being too mild,
saying China's values dif-
fer from Germany's,
which disrupted the nor-
mal development of bilat-
eral ties.

Baerbock's contention
sounds similar to what
many US politicians have
been saying and the US'

China policy is based on.
In order to raise Sino-
German ties to newer
heights, the Scholz gov-
ernment has to stop aping
the US' China policy,
especially because China-
US relations have under-
gone the most extensive
changes after Donald
Trump became US presi-
dent in January 2017. The
US has basically devised
a comprehensive strategy
toward China, which it
sees as its "strategic com-
petitor". And as an impor-
tant member of NATO,
Germany has always
regarded its alliance with
the US as the cornerstone
of its foreign policy. In
fact, its positions on eco-
nomic and security poli-
cies, global issues and
values are largely consis-
tent with those of the
United States.

In terms of its China
policy, Germany, as a
Western country, is also
deeply influenced by the
US' China policy which
emphasizes the element of

competition. So while
developing relations with
China, Germany constant-
ly reminds itself to be vig-
ilant against China's
strength. This is the rea-
son why Germany, after
Scholz became chancel-
lor, has broken the tradi-
tion of preferring dia-
logue with China to fine-
tune its Asia policy and
made the "Indo-Pacific"
region a new focus of its
foreign policy, which
reflects its US-style Cold
War thinking. As a pillar
of European integration
and a major world power,
Germany is capable of
and should break free
from its dependence on
US foreign policy, work
out an independent for-
eign policy, including a
China policy free of US
influence, and promote
the comprehensive devel-
opment of Sino-German
relations for the benefit of
not only the two countries
but also the rest of the
world.

Elevating Sino-German
relations to newer heights
requires creating more

favorable conditions for
bilateral economic coop-
eration and making full
use of the cornerstone
Sino-German economic
and trade relations. In
recent years, Sino-
German relations have
been able to withstand
US-orchestrated disrup-
tions and the changes
brought about the election
of a new German govern-
ment and international
developments, largely
because of mutual trust
and a solid economic and
trade foundation. The fact
that Sino-German eco-
nomic cooperation is
yielding positive results is
proved by the record 11.9
billion euros ($12.7 bil-
lion) German direct
investment in China last
year. Therefore, under the
new historical conditions,
China and Germany
should engage in in-depth
discussions on major
issues such as the security
of global industry and
supply chains, and further
strengthen economic and
trade cooperation.

The China Daily

Charting a new course in Sino-German ties
Liu Zhongwei

I
RAN launched its
first-ever direct
assault on Israeli ter-

ritory late on Saturday
in retaliation for a dead-
ly Damascus strike,
marking a major escala-
tion of the long-running
covert war between the
regional foes. Tehran's
retaliatory strikes
against Israel were less
about inflicting substan-
tial damage on Israel but
more about restoring
deterrence and sending a
strong message to Tel
Aviv that it had the capa-
bility to take such an
action in self-defense in
accordance with UN
Charter's Article 51.

Tehran's actions were
prompted by Israel's attack
on its consulate in
Damascus in which seven
of its military advisers,
including three senior
commanders serving in
Syria, were killed, mark-
ing a major escalation in
Israel's conflict with Iran.
On that occasion, major
world powers avoided
unequivocally condemn-
ing the attack and censur-
ing Israel for its reckless-
ness; the UN Security
Council didn't condemn
the Israeli move either
after US, Britain and
France opposed a condem-
nation statement drafted
by Russia.

The reaction from
Pakistan's Foreign Office
also contained a reference
to the Damascus consulate
attack as the trigger for
Iranian action against
Israel. This episode has
sparked fears of a full-
blown regional war, which
if not de-escalated timely,
may have ripple effects on
Pakistan, endangering its
security and economic
interests linked with Iran.

Ties between Iran and
Pakistan have been func-
tional, and in periods
warm, but ultimately not
particularly strong.
Traditionally, Iran has had
a negative perception of
Pakistan due to its strong
relations with geopolitical
forces opposed to Iran: the
United States and Gulf
powers, especially the
United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia. 

For Pakistan's part, it
has seen Iran as a difficult
and not very useful neigh-
bor due to its pariah status
in the West. Iran has also
had a closer relationship
with Pakistan's archrival
India, and Pakistani lead-
ers have accused Iran with
credible evidences of sup-
porting and providing
haven to anti-Pakistan
ethno-nationalist groups.

Currently, keeping in
view the Middle East's
volatile situation, Pakistan
fears that Iran could mobi-
lize its proxies, like the
Zainebiyoun Brigade in
Pakistan, to wage a pro-
tracted proxy war against
Israel and its interests
across the Middle East.
Furthermore, following the
Iran-Pakistan tensions in
January, the latter also
feared that Iran could use
the Zainebiyoun Brigade
as a proxy against Pakistan
for being a "Major Non-
NATO Ally" (MNNA) of
the US and so, to plunge
Pakistan into sectarian ten-
sions. Expectedly, in
January, Pakistan decided
in principle to add the
Zainebiyoun Brigade to
the National Counter
Terrorism Authority
(NACTA)'s list of pro-
scribed organizations. The
decision was implemented
on March 29 and publi-

cized on April 11.
Before this, Pakistan

has also banned two
obscure Iran-supported
Shia militant outfits,
Ansar-ul-Hussain and its
offshoot, Khatam-ul-
Anbia, under the Anti-
Terrorism Act (ATA) 1997
in 2016 and 2020, respec-
tively, for recruiting
Pakistani Shias to fight in
Syria. In short, Pakistan's
ban on the Zainebiyoun
Brigade, in view of its
potential use as an Iranian
proxy against Israel and
Pakistan, has the potential
to further strain the
already tense Pak-Iran ties
amid a rapidly deteriorat-
ing situation in the Middle
East.

Meanwhile, it is also
true that hostile third
countries would like to see
a permanent break in
Pakistan-Iran ties.
Reportedly, Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) has a frac-
tion of elements within
who act like mercenaries,
raising the spectre for trig-
gering a protracted three-
front dilemma, involving
Afghanistan, India and
Iran, for Pakistan.

Leaders in both capitals
must ensure this does not
happen. Apart from the
security sphere, the
Middle East heat can also
jeopardize Islamabad's
economic interests, partic-
ularly its endeavors to
complete the multibillion-
dollar Pak-Iran gas
pipeline project which can
address its energy shortage
crisis and ward off $18bn
potential penalties from
Tehran. Washington has
already said that it does
not support the gas
pipeline project from
going forward and cau-
tioned about the risk of
sanctions in doing busi-
ness with Tehran. In these
challenging times, domes-
tically, it is crucial for the
political leaders of
Pakistan to restore politi-
cal stability and provide
unwavering support to our
Armed Forces, who stand
as the bulwark of national
security, to prevent the
ongoing regional conflict
from destabilizing
Pakistan.

Internationally, as a
country in the region,
Pakistan desires a peaceful
neighborhood. It has an
interest in containing the
hostilities in Middle East
that have the potential to
engulf the entire region.
Ever since the start of the
war on Gaza by the Israeli
occupation forces,
Pakistan has underlined
the necessity of interna-
tional efforts to prevent
the expansion of hostilities
in the region and for a
ceasefire in Gaza. Pakistan
has also condemned Israeli
aggression against Syria
and Lebaonon. The actions
taken by Israel in the com-
ing days, along with the
effectiveness of interna-
tional diplomatic interven-
tions, will be critical in
shaping the next phase of
this increasingly complex
geopolitical theatre.

No wonder, de-escalation
is pressing need of the hour,
the path for which is clear.
Israel must immediately end
the slaughter in Gaza, which
is the key driver of the cur-
rent confrontation in the
Middle East. Moreover, it
must cease its roguish acts
of targeting sovereign states
including Iran, Lebanon and
Syria. The UN Security
Council should send a simi-
lar message to Israel and its
backers.

Domino effect of
Middle East crisis on
Pakistan and way out

Palwasha Aftab

Biden needs ‘‘purple’’ suburban-
ites to join with the ‘‘blue’’ city vot-
ers, at least as much as they did four
years ago - otherwise, he'll struggle
to cover the potential loss of Muslim
and young voters if they abandon
Biden over issues like Israel.



‘
‘THE world’s worst, most
complex and cruel crisis’’ is
unfolding in Sudan without

making it onto our prime-time
news, says to UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs. With nearly 9 million
people displaced within the
country - half of them children -
and almost 2 million refugees
abroad, Sudan is currently the
largest displacement crisis in the
world.

And the worst is still to come:
fighting has disrupted planting sea-
son in Sudan's most fertile regions,
and nearly 20 million people -
almost half the population - are
facing acute food insecurity in a
country that used to be a major
food producer. On April 15,
Sudan's war enters its second year.
On this day, the EU with France
and Germany will host a high-level
conference in Paris to plead for
additional humanitarian aid and
call for an end to this conflict. It
must be a wake-up call for Africa,
Europe and the whole international
community. We know who is
responsible for this disaster. With
their joint military coup in October
2021, the Sudanese Armed Forces
and the Rapid Support Forces
hijacked the aspirations of the
democratic Sudanese revolution.

Their alliance unravelled and
descended into conflict between
them on April 15, 2023. The two
belligerents decided to wage war
not only against each other, but
also against Sudan and its people.
In Darfur, the genocidal atrocities
against civilians based on their eth-
nicity that put Sudan in the head-
lines in 2003 have resumed.
Throughout the country, aid is
being deliberately withheld and
humanitarian workers are being
denied access. Hundreds of thou-
sands Sudanese have fled to neigh-
boring countries, notably Chad and
South Sudan, two states already
facing their own humanitarian and
food security crises. The suffering
is entirely manmade and could be
stopped today. External sponsors,
bringing in cash and weapons, fuel
the fighting. Players like Iran are
delivering arms, including drones,
to the SAF. The UAE also have
direct leverage on the RSF that
they should use to end the war.

Russia plays both sides, hoping
for access to strategic infrastruc-
ture and resources, including via
mercenary private military compa-
nies, which are mainly after gold
and minerals. The Red Sea is
Europe's most important maritime

connection to Asia and the Pacific,
and Sudan could become a revolv-
ing door for human trafficking,
radical fighters, weapons and all
kinds of illicit trade between the
Sahel, North and Sub-Saharan
Africa. Europe's security is at
stake. Before the war, during the
victorious popular uprising against
a brutal dictatorship, the many
young activists, women's rights
defenders and community leaders
have shown to the world their will
and determination to build a demo-
cratic and peaceful Sudan.

Ever since, the EU and its mem-
ber states have stood firm in their
view: the only side we take in this
conflict is the side of civilians and
the hope they have for their country.
We will continue to engage with the
belligerents from a neutral position
that puts peace and respect for civil-
ian's lives and rights front and cen-
tre. April 15 in Paris must become a
joint rallying cry for peace. It has to
be the on-ramp for more compre-
hensive, concerted and consequen-
tial action of Europe, Africa and the
international community on Sudan.

Chief among the goals of today
must, of course, be to avert the
looming famine in Sudan and to
support the countries and commu-

nities that have taken in people
fleeing war. The available aid held
up by the belligerents on political
calculus must reach the people in
need, wherever they are. Such war
tactics violate international law
and may amount to war crimes.

We expect also the two leaders
of the belligerent parties, Gen.
Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan and Gen.
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, also
known as Hemedti, to finally heed
the calls to stop this carnage and
come to the negotiating table.
Failure to do so would have conse-
quences. Our action on Sudan is
not isolated: in Sudan as in Ukraine
or elsewhere, democratic aspira-
tions should not be fought through
the barrel of a gun. The Sudanese
people have demanded no less
since they took over the streets of
Khartoum five years ago. This is
why we are tirelessly calling for a
ceasefire without delay, unfettered
access of aid and the return to the
path of a democratic transition in
Sudan. We always favour African
solutions to African problems. As
Sudan enters the second year of its
most fateful war, we look to the
region to take responsibility.
Alongside our regional and inter-
national partners, we stand ready to
help Sudan in its darkest hour. 
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Time to stop manmade
disaster in Sudan

Josep Borrel Fontelles & Janez Lenarcic

T
HE Oscar-nominated Io
Capitano, now showing in
cinemas, is a sensitive and

moving portrait of the trials
faced by two teenage boys as they
attempt to reach Europe, via
unofficial migration routes, from
their homes in Senegal. The film
is unsparing in its depiction of
the violence and danger they face
along the way - but what it does-
n't show is how the boys' journey
is shaped by European border
policy from almost the moment
they set off.

Their first stop, the people-
smuggling hub of Agadez, Niger, is
the capital of a country into which
the EU has poured millions of
euros in recent years to combat
smuggling. It hasn't halted the
trade entirely, but it has forced it
further underground. In Libya,
where the boys are tortured and
trafficked by armed gangs,
European governments have striv-
en to keep migrants in place - as
painstakingly documented by Sally
Hayden in her recent book My
Fourth Time, We Drowned -
despite the dire threat to their safe-
ty.

When the boys eventually make
it on to a rusty boat and set off
across the Mediterranean for Italy,
they enter a space where the EU
has curtailed search and rescue
operations, and where volunteer
rescuers have faced persistent
harassment from European author-
ities. And as migrants' rights
activists in Italy have pointed out,
should the passengers reach Italian
shores alive, then Seydou - the pro-
tagonist of the story, who ends up
piloting the boat - may well find
himself labelled a smuggler and
threatened with prison.

Seen in this light, the EU's long-
awaited pact on asylum and migra-
tion, which passed a knife-edge
series of votes in the European par-
liament last week, continues an

established trend towards deter-
rence. Ahead of European elections
in June, in which rightwing pop-
ulist parties are predicted to make
significant gains, the pact's centrist
supporters have hailed the legisla-
tive package as a victory for the
traditional EU values of compro-
mise and moderation. Yet with a
heavy focus on security screening
and the removal of migrants
deemed undeserving, the pact
highlights how far Europe's centre
has already shifted to the right on
migration - and risks further
empowering the radical right it
aims to neutralise.

The pact is an attempt to fix
some of the problems that have
bedevilled European politics since
the refugee crisis of 2015. The new
laws allow for enhanced screening
and surveillance of irregular
migrants at EU borders, with a
"fast track" process for asylum
applications and greater powers to
return people ineligible for asylum
to their countries of origin. At the
same time, "solidarity" measures
aim to set basic accommodation
standards across the EU and relieve
the pressure on states at the bloc's
physical frontiers. During sudden
spikes in the number of people
arriving - for instance, if there's a
refugee crisis in a neighbouring
region - asylum seekers can be
relocated elsewhere in the EU. If
hostile states use migration to
foment chaos on the EU's borders,
as Belarus and Turkey have both
done in recent years, then EU
member states will be allowed to
take emergency measures to detain
migrants or turn them away.

In the words of the European
Commission vice-president
Margaritis Schinas, it will create "not
a fortress Europe, but a well-guarded
house, with more secure external
borders and clear rules on who is

entitled to enter". Human rights
NGOs, on the other hand, warn that
in combination, these measures will
lead to the increased use of detention
at EU borders - for example in the
kind of "closed" reception centres
that Greece already operates - and an
increased risk that people will be
sent back to countries where their
lives are in danger.

The logic of these measures is
that tougher controls will reduce
the sense of chaos at the EU's bor-
ders and allow Europe to more effi-
ciently give asylum to those in gen-
uine need. But the plan is under-
mined by a series of misconcep-
tions. The first is that tougher
measures, focused on removing
those deemed ineligible for asy-
lum, will lead to the appearance of
greater control. The majority of
people who take smuggler routes
to Europe do so, as official statis-
tics show, because they are fleeing
violence and persecution. They do
so for a lack of safe, legal options.
A record 114 million people are
displaced by conflict worldwide
today, according to UNHCR, the
UN refugee agency.

Second, the EU's problem was
never really a lack of common
standards on asylum - but a lack of
will to enforce them. Think, for
instance, of the revelation last year
that the Greek coastguard was
abandoning refugees at sea. Greece
has faced no real sanctions for this
violation. If human rights stan-
dards are not respected, then a
measure that looks good on paper -
a fast-track asylum procedure, for
example - can become a recipe for
unfair treatment. The UK's experi-
ment with "fast track" immigration
detention, ruled unlawful in 2015,
is a cautionary tale here.

Third, the political compromise
that the pact represents - it was
supported by most centre-right,

centre-left and liberal MEPs,
though not the Greens or the left,
who opposed it on human rights
grounds - risks reinforcing the rad-
ical right's framing of migration.
Radical right MEPs were perfectly
happy to vote for the package's
deterrent measures, while strident-
ly opposing the more humanitarian
elements like the proposed EU-
wide "relocation" scheme, which
they see as an unacceptable con-
straint on national sovereignty.
(France's Rassemblement
National, for instance, said the pact
"imposes the distribution of
migrants" on EU member states
and called for a "defeat" of the
project in June's elections.)

It's dangerous to try to split the
difference on this. The radical right
don't oppose migration because it's
not efficiently managed; they
oppose it because they see it as a
threat to European identity.
Support for these parties is rooted
in a widespread sense among some
voters that conventional politics
has failed, not a mere kneejerk
reaction to recent immigration.
Without a more comprehensive
challenge to their worldview, then
the pressure to shift the dial even
more towards migration deterrence
is only likely to grow.

Even in these circumstances,
there is what some human rights
NGOs call a "glimmer of hope".
The pact will take several years to
implement - the commission does-
n't expect to get going until 2026 at
the earliest, and it must still be
approved by national governments.
It contains some progressive meas-
ures, such as a proposal to expand
safe, legal routes to asylum with
the support of the UNHCR. It's not
too late to argue for measures like
these to be expanded, and for the
pact's more authoritarian elements
to be reined in. But to do that,
Europe needs politicians who are
up for the fight.

EU’s new migration pact is intended to
neutralise far right - it risks empowering it

Daniel Trilling

R
USSIA’S full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine on Feb. 24,
2022, deserves a place in

history books for being more
widely anticipated in Washington
than in Moscow - or even Kyiv. In
the weeks before that fateful
Thursday, US officials, relying on
their own intelligence sources,
predicted confidently that Russia
was going to attack Ukraine. In
contrast, senior Kremlin officials
seemed taken by surprise - judg-
ing by their faces - during the
Security Council meeting on Feb.
21, 2022, when Vladimir Putin
tore up the Minsk agreements by
recognizing the so-called Donbas
People's Republics as independ-
ent, paving the way for all-out
war. 

Putin had apparently only shared
his plans with a few trusted people
like Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu and Security Council
Secretary Nikolai Patrushev.
However, the US did not share
details of their intelligence widely
with its allies either. A fairly good
proof for this is that the head of
Germany's foreign intelligence
service, Bruno Kahl, was in Kyiv
for talks on Feb. 24. He had to be
hastily evacuated by car. Poor intel-
ligence is one thing. What is much
more serious is that both Ukraine
and her friends in the West system-
atically failed to anticipate a large-
scale war. This has much to do with
the fact that such a scenario just
seemed too irrational. 

Even in early 2022, when Russia
had deployed more than 100,000
troops along the border with
Ukraine, many experts argued that
this force was too small to take
large cities like Kyiv and Kharkiv
without massive losses. On Jan. 24,
one month before the invasion, a
group of Ukrainian military experts
argued that a full-scale invasion to

capture most or all of Ukraine
would be "an adventure with no
chance of success." They were
proven right - the initial invasion
force failed miserably. But more
importantly, the Kremlin did not
appear to realize they were setting
themselves up for failure. Today,
we can safely assume that Putin,
surrounded by sycophantic yes-
men, simply believed that
Ukrainians would welcome his
troops with flowers. Few people
guessed the level of misinformation
and naivety that must have guided
the Kremlin's decisions.

The other compelling argument
against a fresh Russian invasion
was the prospect that the West
would respond with sanctions
much harsher than in 2014. In the
2020 book "Beyond Frozen
Conflict" (with Thomas de Waal), I
argued that both sides were
deterred from breaking the truce by
"asymmetric mutual deterrence."
While Ukraine's armed forces were
facing an adversary four times its
size, Russia was facing the likeli-
hood of much harsher sanctions.
While the sanctions did come, ini-
tial expectations that the measures
would cripple or destroy the
Russian economy have not come
true so far. Whether this was antic-
ipated in the Kremlin or not may
seem unimportant. The risk certain-
ly did not put Putin off. 

Again, the lesson here is that
Putin and his cronies make differ-
ent cost-benefit calculations than
many Western democracies - if they
make them at all. This also holds
for the costs of running occupied
territories. This was another aspect
that led many observers - including
myself - to believe that Russia
would not break up the status quo
in place since 2015, when the
"Package of Measures," commonly

known as "Minsk 2," was signed in
the Belarusian capital. The
extremely messy and potentially
costly experience of controlling the
Donbas should have actually
deterred Putin. Between 2014 and
2018, numerous field commanders
were assassinated in the region
after they had resisted the Moscow-
installed administrations. For
example, in 2017, Donetsk sent
troops to Luhansk to help depose
local strongman Igor Plotnitsky. A
year later, Plotnitsky's rival in
Donetsk, Alexander Zakharchenko,
was killed in a bomb explosion that
bore the hallmarks of an inside job. 

These violent troubles made
observers speculate about infight-
ing in Moscow over the republics,
leading to headlines about the
Kremlin's factional infighting.
However, the eight years in which
the Donbas People's Republics
existed as Russian-sponsored law-
less black holes in Ukraine's flank,
showed that Moscow was totally
unwilling to let them return to
Ukraine - contrary to both the spir-
it and the letter of the Minsk agree-
ments. From 2014 onwards, any
pro-Ukrainian sentiment inside
these regions was crushed by the
local State Security Ministries.
Their cruel record of detaining and
torturing dissenters is unrivaled
anywhere in Russia, save Ramzan
Kadyrov's Chechnya. As the years
passed, the People's Republics
increasingly became infamous as
neo-Stalinist outposts for Moscow's
imperial ambitions. While it was
clear that Putin was only interested
in the potential they had to prevent
Ukraine's integration into the West,
few predicted that these little mili-
tary dictatorships would be blue-
prints for a new, brutal Russian dic-
tatorship that jails the opposition
and stifles dissent everywhere. 

Could all this have been prevent-
ed in 2014? Of course, more
Western support would have made
Ukraine stronger, and tougher sanc-
tions would have made Russia
weaker. Whether this could have
prevented the 2022 invasion is
debatable. As I argued above, there
are many indicators that Moscow
did not see itself on a road to war
over the years. To the best knowl-
edge, Putin is no strategist. Rather,
he is a tactician who decides often
hesitantly without long-term think-
ing. I am quite certain that his
(crazy) plan to conquer Kyiv only
materialized during his Covid-
induced self-isolation when he
must have read too many bad histo-
ry books and talked to few and too
dubious people.

This is not to deny that Western
policies were mostly driven by
largely naïve hopes. Not a single
point of the Minsk agreements was
ever really implemented, and the
belief - popular in Germany - that
closer economic ties would foster
democracy in Russia was finally
proven untrue. But in 2014 and
2015, it was simply more attractive
to hope for a return to business-as-
usual with Putin rather than declar-
ing a turning point to contain and
deter Russia's imperial ambitions.
The fact that more than two years
later, Chancellor Olaf Scholz's
famous Zeitenwende declaration is
still far from implementation only
proves how hard it is to change the
complacency and ignorance-driven
mindsets of Europeans, especially
those in the west of the continent.
Rather than debating who was right
and wrong, Europe now needs to
learn from its mistakes. It needs to
learn quickly and forcefully
because too much is at stake. Our
biggest hope for Russia now hinges
on the defeat of Putin's armies on
the battlefields of Ukraine. 

World missed warning 
of 2014 Ukraine invasion

Nikolaus von Twickel

I
N the middle of the
last century, as the
United States and

Russia rapidly amassed
thousands of nuclear
weapons, China stayed
out of the arms race,
focusing its energy on
growing its economy and
broadening its regional
influence.

Beijing did build hun-
dreds of nuclear weapons
during those years, but the
nation's leaders insisted
their modest arsenal was
merely for self-defense.
Since China's first nuclear
weapons test, in 1964, the
country has pledged loudly
to never go first in a nuclear
conflict - no matter what.
That stance, coupled with a
stated strategy of "mini-
mum" deterrence, didn't
demand the level of
American fear, loathing and
attention that the Russian
threat did.

Now there is increasing
unease in Washington
about China's nuclear
ambitions. The Pentagon
says Beijing is on track to
double the number of its
nuclear warheads by the
decade's end, to 1,000 from
500 - a development that
senior US officials have
publicly called "unprece-
dented" and "breathtaking."
China has drastically
expanded its nuclear testing
facility and continued work
on three new missile fields
in the country's north,
where more than 300 inter-
continental ballistic missile
silos have recently been
constructed.

China's transformation
from a small nuclear power
into an exponentially larger
one is a historic shift,
upending the delicate two-
peer balance of the world's
nuclear weapons for the
entirety of the atomic age.
The Russian and American
arsenals - their growth,
reduction and containment
- have defined this era;
maintaining an uneasy
peace between the two
countries hinged on open
communication channels,
agreement on nuclear
norms and diplomacy.

Little of that nuclear
scaffolding exists with
China. In Washington, how
exactly to interpret
Beijing's sharp nuclear
buildup is still a matter of
debate. At best, American
officials say, their Chinese
counterparts are trying to
catch up with the United
States and Russia, which
still each have roughly a
10-to-1 nuclear advantage
over China with their stock-
piles. At worst, they say,
this is Beijing's boldfaced
attempt to deter the United
States from defending
Taiwan against a Chinese
invasion, the most likely
flashpoint for an armed
conflict between the com-
peting superpowers. In
truth, no one knows what
China is planning.
President Xi Jinping's gov-
ernment, as with much of
its domestic policy, releases
vanishingly little informa-
tion about its nuclear inten-
tions, strategies or goals,
and it has been equally
unwilling to engage on
arms control.

That is, until now. In
February, in a rare offer for
nuclear diplomacy, China
openly invited the United
States and other nuclear
powers to negotiate a treaty
in which all sides would
pledge never to use nuclear
weapons first against one
another. "The policy is
highly stable, consistent
and predictable," said Sun
Xiaobo, director general of
the Chinese Foreign
Ministry's department of
arms control, in Geneva on
Feb. 26. "It is, in itself, an
important contribution to
the international disarma-
ment process."

The invitation came as a
surprise. While Beijing has
long claimed moral superi-
ority over other nuclear
powers on this issue -
China and India are the
only nuclear-armed nations
to declare a no-first-use
policy - opening the possi-
bility for talks in such a
public way is something
China hasn't done in years.
It may seem like a no-
brainer to take China up on
the offer - wouldn't it be
better if everyone agreed
not to be the first to use
their nuclear weapons? -
but it has been met with
public silence from
Washington. For American
policymakers, committing
to no-first-use is deeply
divisive. The United States,
the only nation to ever use
nuclear weapons in con-
flict, when it dropped two
atomic bombs on Japan in
1945, has never ruled out
being first to use them
again, nor has it detailed
the circumstances under
which it would consider
doing so. This approach of
calculated ambiguity is
intended to prevent adver-

saries from taking military
action against the United
States - and the more than
30 allies it is bound by
treaties to defend - out of
fear for what could come
their way in response.

It's also a personal issue
for President Biden. He
supported a no-first-use
policy as vice president
amid deliberations inside
the Obama administration,
and as a presidential candi-
date on the campaign trail
he said the "sole purpose"
of the US nuclear arsenal
should be aimed at deter-
ring or retaliating against
an adversary's nuclear
attack. But when it came
time for his own adminis-
tration to adopt a declarato-
ry nuclear policy, he decid-
ed not to break with
America's longstanding
nuclear dogma and retained
the first-use option. Mr.
Biden's about-face was a
sign of the times, a result of
both internal deliberations
and consultations with
allies in Europe and Asia.
According to current and

former administration offi-
cials, these nations' leaders
feared a US policy reversal
would undermine confi-
dence in America's com-
mitment to come to their
defense and would poten-
tially embolden China,
Russia and North Korea.

The uneasiness sur-
rounding a potential change
to America's first-use poli-
cy almost certainly played a
role in China's unusually
public invitation to negoti-
ate. China may simply be
trying to stoke anxieties
among American allies and
partners - and particularly
Taiwan, South Korea and
Japan - by floating a public
offer outside of private
diplomatic channels. It's
not the first time it has gone
down this road. During the
Cold War, China made
offers for a mutual no-first-
use pledge at the United
Nations in 1971 and 1982,
and presented a draft treaty
in 1994 to the other nuclear
weapons states. Four years
later, China tried to per-
suade President Bill
Clinton to change
American nuclear policy
when he visited Beijing,
but Mr. Clinton decided
against it, choosing instead
to share a pledge to stop
targeting each other with
their nuclear weapons.

Such overtures have all
but halted under the leader-
ship of Mr. Xi, who has
pursued a far more aggres-
sive foreign policy. He has
overseen a sweeping mod-
ernization of China's mili-
tary, including developing
and fielding new nuclear-
capable missiles, sub-
marines and bombers.
Meanwhile, the stockpile of
warheads steadily climbs.
The White House believes
that China's recent offer is a
distraction from its broader
unwillingness to engage
diplomatically on the
nuclear portfolio, including
its own aggressive buildup.
The Biden administration is
wrestling with how it can
deter both China and
Russia without touching off
a destabilizing three-way
arms race. Jake Sullivan,
Mr. Biden's national securi-
ty adviser, publicly invited
the two nations last summer
to hold nuclear arms con-
trol deliberations without
preconditions. Russia dis-
missed the offer outright,
while China agreed to pre-
liminary talks. At a follow-
on meeting in November,
the United States proposed
possible measures to man-
age nuclear risks, such as
an agreement to notify one
another when their mili-
taries test-launch ballistic
missiles.

"The P.R.C. has yet to
respond or show interest in
engaging substantively on
these proposals," a National
Security Council spokes-
woman, using the abbrevia-
tion for the country's for-
mal name, the People's
Republic of China, said in a
written response to ques-
tions about Beijing's recent
offer. "This P.R.C. behavior
calls into question the aims
behinds the P.R.C.'s call for
discussions of a no-first-use

treaty." Some argue the
Biden administration
should take Beijing's offer
at face value. "China gen-
uinely believes that any
serious nuclear arms con-
trol discussion needs to
start with no-first-use," said
Tong Zhao, a nuclear expert
focused on China at the
Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace. "From
Beijing's view, that's the
most effective way to
reduce the role of nuclear
weapons."

Even if it is a strategic
gambit, engaging with
China and other nuclear
nations on first-use talks
could be a crucial step in
establishing critical
guardrails for the new
nuclear era. It would be a
major breakthrough for
Washington to get China to
the table for arms control
talks. It could also help jolt
the stalled relations
between the United States
and Russia, which together
control nearly 90 percent of
the world's nuclear war-
heads. "US administrations
have not responded with
great alacrity or interest to

Chinese outreach on the
question of no-first-use,"
said Steve Andreasen, who
served as Mr. Clinton's
director for defense policy
and arms control on the
National Security Council.
"But as we look forward
into … the increasing US
national interest in engag-
ing China in all things
nuclear, we're going to have
to cross the Rubicon on this
issue."

It's true that it's not an
easy time for trust-building
exercises; the current level
of mistrust between
Chinese and American mil-
itary intentions is deep.
Speaking to Congress in
March, Gen. Anthony
Cotton, commander of all
US nuclear forces, suggest-
ed that China's rapid
nuclear expansion indicat-
ed its no-first-use policy
was no longer credible. The
Pentagon wrote in an
October report that, despite
China's rhetoric, Beijing
might consider using
nuclear weapons first any-
way during a crisis if it
came down to the survival
of Mr. Xi's regime, such as
defeat in a war with
Taiwan. It also remains
unclear how exactly China
would respond if its nuclear
forces were hit during a
conflict. Would that trigger
Beijing's nuclear use?
"Unknown," the Pentagon
said in the report. Talking
through these points of con-
tention may help Beijing
and Washington understand
and appreciate the factors
that go into formulating the
finer points of each other's
nuclear policy. The very
process of dialogue and
diplomacy can help the
Chinese hear American
concerns, and vice versa.
Given the widening gulf of
fear and suspicion between
the two nations around
Taiwan, there is no better
moment for them to sit
down and discuss what
constitutes a credible no-
first-use commitment.

It may be that an
unequivocal no-first-use
pledge ends up being
impossible. The talks may
not result in a deal anyone
can agree upon, and even if
a deal were to be reached, it
would be impossible to ver-
ify, meaning it would be
more symbolic than sub-
stantive. But that doesn't
mean Washington shouldn't
take up Beijing's invitation.
In the increasingly endan-
gered world of nuclear
diplomacy, discussions on
one treaty can still set the
table for another. New
START, the only remaining
major arms control agree-
ment between the United
States and Russia, was built
on the foundation of the
original START I, which
was signed two decades
earlier. Under Mr. Xi,
China appears to have left
its policy of minimum
deterrence behind. If the
Biden administration is
serious about arms control,
it's time to look for com-
mon ground with Beijing to
build new agreements for a
safer future.

The New York Times

US has received a rare
invitation from China

W.J. Hennigan

He has overseen a sweeping mod-
ernization of China’s military,
including developing and fielding
new nuclear-capable missiles, sub-
marines and bombers. Meanwhile,
the stockpile of warheads steadily
climbs. The White House believes
that China's recent offer is a dis-
traction from its broader unwilling-
ness to engage diplomatically on the
nuclear portfolio, including its own
aggressive buildup.
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
The ACT Alliance, com-
prising 17 civil society
organizations, on Tuesday
urged the authorities con-
cern to take concrete
measures against tax eva-
sion and smuggling which
were badly impacting the
national economy. 

In this regard, a meet-
ing was convened by the
ACT Alliance (Action
and Counter Illicit Trade),
during which the ACT
Alliance’s Chief
Executive Mubashir
Akram, provided an
alarming overview of the
escalating scale of tax
evasion and smuggling
within Pakistan, with a
particular focus on the
tire and lubricant, ciga-
rettes, tea, real estate, and
pharmaceutical sectors,
said a news release.

Mubashir Akram out-
lined disturbing trends,
emphasizing how illicit
trade/smuggling drains
Pakistan’s economy.
Citing a recent report
from February, he said
that Pakistan loses
approximately Rs5.8 tril-
lion (approximately $21

billion) annually due to
tax evasion, while illicit
trading causes an addi-
tional loss of nearly Rs1
trillion (approximately
$3.57 billion) to the
nation’s exchequer. 

The figures highlighted
a dire need for immediate
and robust intervention to
stem this economic bleed.

The following discus-
sion expressed deep con-
cerns, and there was a
consensus on the critical
impact of tax evasion and
illicit trading practices on
the national economy and
the urgent need for com-
prehensive action. 

The representatives
expressed that the scale of
these activities under-
mines legitimate busi-
nesses and deprives the
government of significant
revenue, which could oth-
erwise be utilized for
public welfare and devel-
opment. 

The ACT Alliance,
established in October
2016, has been at the
forefront of combating
illicit trade in Pakistan. It
aims to address some of
the country’s most press-

ing economic challenges,
including illicit trading,
tax evasion, smuggling,
and counterfeiting.

Through its efforts, the
Alliance seeks to cut the
financial losses due to
these illicit activities by
at least 50 percent, there-
by unlocking potential
resources for the nation’s
development and social
upliftment. 

The Alliance empha-
sized the necessity of
developing a robust regu-
latory framework,
enhancing public aware-
ness, and fostering inter-
national cooperation to
combat these detrimental
activities effectively. 

The participants noted
that tax evasion and illicit
trade are intricately
linked, with illegal ciga-
rette manufacturing rep-
resenting one of the top
two sectors, incurring an
annual loss of over Rs300
billion. 

The meeting said that
this significant percent-
age reflects a grave issue
where the illicit produc-
tion and illegal sale of
cigarettes bypass legal

channels and severely
undermine the national
exchequer. 

The illicit cigarette
market, therefore, not
only distorts competition
but also inflicts a heavy
toll on the economy,
depriving the government
of crucial funds needed
for development and pub-
lic services. 

This scenario exacer-
bates the state’s chal-
lenges in achieving eco-
nomic stability and ensur-
ing the welfare of its citi-
zens, highlighting the
urgent need for compre-
hensive measures to curb
tax evasion and dismantle
illicit trade networks. 

The meeting under-
scored the collective
resolve of civil society
organizations to support
the ACT Alliance’s mis-
sion.

There was a strong call
for government, business,
and civil society to unite
in a comprehensive strat-
egy against the scourge of
illicit trade that threatens
Pakistan’s economic
integrity and future pros-
perity.

FAISALABAD: Labourers busy in unloading sacks of onion from delivery truck at Vegetable Market.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP) has
issued a Policy Note under
Section 29 of the
Competition Act, 2010 to
the Ministry of Science and
Technology and Pakistan
Standards and Quality
Control Authority
(PSQCA). 

The Policy Note recom-
mends them to amend the
Pakistan Standard
Specification for all five
types of cement and make it
mandatory for the cement
manufacturers to disclose
the ‘manufacturing/packag-
ing and expiry/best before’
dates on their cement bags.

CCP observed that
cement is inherently hygro-
scopic and begins to signif-
icantly lose its strength
after 4 to 6 weeks of stor-
age in bags in normal con-
ditions and considerably
sooner under adverse
weather conditions or high
humidity. The CCP has,
therefore, noted with great
concern that the cement

manufacturers do not vol-
untarily print the manufac-
turing/packaging and
expiry/best before dates on
their cement bags.

The non-disclosure of
such material information
can mislead consumers and
put them at risk of purchas-
ing expired cement, which
may compromise the
strength and effectiveness
of construction projects.
The Policy Note suggests
aligning Pakistan's stan-
dards with international
labelling practices to ensure
consistency and transparen-
cy in the domestic market
as Pakistani cement
exporters comply with
marking requirements for
exported quantities, creat-
ing unfair information dis-
parity discriminating
against domestic con-
sumers.

Currently, all types of
cement in Pakistan must
adhere to packaging stan-
dards set by the PSQCA.
Printing manufacturing and
expiry dates on cement
bags is expected to empow-
er consumers to make

informed choices and
enhance competition
among brands.
Additionally, it would facil-
itate just-in-time inventory
management and improve
consumer confidence in the
quality of cement purchase.

The CCP emphasizes
that the practice of omitting
material information
amounts to deceptive mar-
keting, as it impairs con-
sumers' ability to make
informed decisions. 

Therefore, the
Commission advocates for
the mandatory printing of
expiry dates on cement
bags to protect consumers'
interests and promote fair
competition in the cement
industry. 

As advisory has been
accordingly sent to the All
Pakistan Cement
Manufacturers Association
(APCMA) and its members
requiring them to prioritize
consumer safety and satis-
faction by ensuring that all
packaging clearly displays
the ‘manufacturing/packag-
ing and expiry/best before’
dates of their products.

DUBAI (Gulf News): The
US tech giant Microsoft is
committing $1.5 billion in
Abu Dhabi’s AI focused
tech entity, G42.

“The investment will
strengthen the two compa-
nies’ collaboration on
bringing the latest
Microsoft AI technologies
and skilling initiatives to
the UAE and other coun-
tries,” said a statement.

Brad Smith, Vice-Chair
and President of Microsoft,
will join the G42 Board of
Directors. “This expanded
collaboration will empower
organizations of all sizes in
new markets to harness the
benefits of AI and the
cloud,” the statement from
G42 added.

The partnership will also
help develop a 'skilled and
diverse AI workforce and
talent pool' in the region,
with an investment of $1
billion earmarked for a fund
for tech developers.

According to Sheikh
Tahnoon bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Ruler of
Abu Dhabi and Chairman
of G42, “Microsoft’s
investment marks a pivotal
moment in our company's
journey of growth and inno-
vation, signifying a strate-
gic alignment of vision and
execution between the two
organizations. 

This partnership is a tes-
tament to the shared values
and aspirations for
progress, fostering greater

cooperation and synergy
globally.”?

The G42-Microsoft part-
nership is backed by 'assur-
ances to both governments'
through a first such agree-
ment to 'apply world-class
best practices to ensure the
secure, trusted, and respon-
sible development and
deployment of AI'.

The two companies will
work to elevate the security
and compliance framework
of their joint international
infrastructure.

"Both companies will
move forward with a com-
mitment to comply with US
and international trade,
security, responsible AI,
and business integrity laws
and regulations," the state-

ment said.
These are governed by a

detailed 'Intergovernmental
Assurance Agreement'
between G42 and Microsoft
that was developed in close
consultation with both the
UAE and US governments.

"Our two companies will
work together not only in
the UAE, but to bring AI
and digital infrastructure
and services to underserved
nations,” said Brad Smith,
Microsoft Vice-Chair and
President. "We will com-
bine world-class technolo-
gy with world-leading stan-
dards for safe, trusted, and
responsible AI, in close
coordination with the gov-
ernments of both the UAE
and the United States."

Abu Dhabi AI pioneer
G42 Group gets $1.5b

investment from Microsoft

Cement packaging

CCP recommends mandatory
disclosure of  expiry dates

ACT Alliance for action against
tax evasion, smuggling

SHANGHAI (Reuters):
China's economy grew
5.3 per cent in the first
quarter year-on-year, offi-
cial data show, comfort-
ably beating expectations
and a welcome sign for
policymakers as they try
to shore up demand and
confidence in the face of a
protracted property crisis.

Analysts polled by
Reuters had expected
first-quarter GDP to
expand 4.6 per cent from
a year earlier, compared
to 5.2 per cent in the pre-
vious three months. 

The China government
is aiming for economic
growth of around 5 per
cent for 2024 - a target
that many analysts
believe is ambitious and
may require more stimu-

lus.
On a quarter-by-quar-

ter basis, GDP grew 1.6
per cent in January-
March, above expecta-
tions for a 1.4 per cent
rise and compared with a
revised 1.2 per cent gain
in the previous quarter.

According to Alvin
Tan, Head OF Asia FX
Strategy at RBC Capital
Markets, "On the face of
it, the headline number
looks good. 

But I think the momen-
tum is actually quite weak
at the end. It basically
looks quite front-loaded,
the strength in the econo-
my.

"Front-loaded in the
January-February point,
which is basically the
Chinese New Year, if you

think about it. 
And essentially, it kind

of weakened from there."
China's economy has

struggled to mount a
strong and sustainable
post-Covid bounce, bur-
dened by a protracted
property downturn,
mounting local govern-
ment debts and weak pri-
vate-sector spending. 

The world's second-
biggest economy is
expected to grow at a 4.6
per cent pace in 2024
year-on-year, according
to a Reuters poll, falling
short of the official target
of around 5 per cent.

China has unveiled fis-
cal and monetary policy
measures in a bid to
achieve what analysts
have described as an

ambitious 2024 growth
target, noting that last
year's growth rate of 5.2
per cent was likely flat-
tered by a comparison
with a Covid-hit 2022.

The government is
drawing on infrastructure
work - a well-used play-
book - to help lift the
economy as consumers
are wary of spending and
businesses lack confi-
dence to expand.

The rating agency
Fitch cut its outlook on
China's sovereign credit
rating to negative last
week, citing risks to pub-
lic finances as Beijing
channels more spending
towards infrastructure
and high-tech manufac-
turing, amid a shift away
from the property sector.

China's GDP growth hits 5.3% in
Q1-2024 - higher than expectations

I S L A M A B A D
(Bloomberg): Pakistan's
new finance minister is on a
mission to fix his country.
To many, it's an unenviable
task.

Muhammad Aurangzeb
took up the post last month
at a time when Pakistan's
economy is enduring the
most turbulent period in its
history.

Lurching from one
bailout program to the next
with the International
Monetary Fund classifying
its debt as only borderline
sustainable, Pakistan has
Asia's fastest inflation, ane-
mic growth, and one of the
lowest tax-collection rates
in the world.

As a prominent banker
and JPMorgan Chase & Co.
alumnus, Aurangzeb comes
as well equipped as any of
his predecessors to face the
challenge. But that's to dis-
regard an array of extra fac-
tors affecting the role which
are outside his control,
including volatile domestic
politics, tensions with
neighbors India,
Afghanistan and Iran, and a
catastrophic position on the
front line of climate change.

"Broadly, the finance
minister's job is to manage
and steer the economy,"
said Mosharraf Zaidi, a for-

mer government adviser
and founder of policy think
tank Tabadlab based in
Pakistan's capital,
Islamabad. "It seems simple
when framed this way. In
fact, it is one of the most
complex jobs on the plan-
et."

Among the most imme-
diate of his tasks is to seal a
deal by June with the IMF
for a minimum three year
program worth at least $6
billion. Key objectives in
the negotiations for the fund
will include broadening the
tax base, improving debt
sustainability and restoring
viability to the energy sec-
tor "- all steps that Pakistan
has avoided for decades.

Aurangzeb cites a shared
sense of urgency with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
who was elected to a second
successive term in March.
"He's a person who wants to
get things done," he said of
Sharif in an interview in his
ministry in Islamabad.

"This is the time to actu-
ally capitalize on that man-
date and ensure that all the
tough decisions that need to
be taken are taken now,"
said Aurangzeb. The alter-
native would be "a huge
missed opportunity that we
can ill afford."

"We should consult with

everyone, we should try to
build a consensus, but a few
things we'll just have to bite
the bullet and do it," he said.

Hailing from a promi-
nent family in Lahore "- his
father was Pakistan's attor-
ney general "- Aurangzeb,
59, went to the nation's elite
Aitchison College then
studied at Wharton on a
scholarship before working
at Citigroup Inc. in New
York early in his career.

He returned to Pakistan
to work at a unit of ABN
Amro Bank NV, later shift-
ing to the bank's headquar-
ters in Amsterdam. In 2018,
he again accepted a move
back to his home country
when he left JPMorgan in
Singapore to take over as
chief executive officer of
Pakistan's largest lender,
Habib Bank Ltd., just after it
had been fined $225 million
and forced to end its US
operations for weak anti-
money-laundering controls
and sanctions compliance.

At the time, his return to
Pakistan surprised those he
worked with, since he was
seen to be leaving the com-
fort of Singapore and a
cushy role at JPMorgan for
a post that few considered a
dream job, according to a
former colleague.

Aurangzeb would often

speak about his love for the
country of his birth and the
elevation to finance minis-
ter is seen as evidence of his
commitment to the nation,
the person said, asking not
to be named discussing per-
sonal decisions.

Married with two adult
children, Aurangzeb "- also
known as Auri "- was a
member of the prime minis-
ter's economic advisory
council in 2022 during
Sharif's previous term, a
role that gave him an inside
view of the premier's man-
agement style. He was
tapped for the finance post a
few weeks before the elec-
tion, flying from his base in
the commercial capital
Karachi to meet with Sharif
multiple times before
accepting the offer.

"It's a huge privilege," he
said. "But then it comes
with a set of expectations."

Seats of Power
His ministry sits close to

the Margalla hills that
bound the capital to the
north, a 20 minute walk
from the prime minister's
office, with the national
assembly midway between
the two seats of government
power. A recent introduc-
tion to his office is a large
television with split screens
showing stock market

prices, economic indicators,
and Bloomberg TV.

Aurangzeb was one of
the highest paid corporate
leaders in Pakistan before
joining the government.
Now, in line with other cab-
inet members, he's not
drawing a salary. He also
renounced his Dutch citi-
zenship to become eligible
for the post.

What he describes as
"national service" will
mean reaching tough deci-
sions under the toughest
IMF program in years if he
and Sharif are to bring the
economy back from the
brink. These include putting
a stop to accumulating more
state losses by raising ener-
gy prices and selling state-
owned companies, unpopu-
lar choices that will
inevitably trigger pushback
from powerful business lob-
bies and stoke public anger
"- a chief reason they've
been avoided to date.

Aurangzeb will approach
the challenge as a political
outsider. He is not part of
Sharif's political party, and
was appointed in a techno-
cratic capacity. Sharif leads
a shaky coalition whose two
main allies have said they
will support the government
on a case-by-case basis
only.

Aurangzeb leaves banker life behind to fix economy

IMF projects UAE growth at
4.2% for 2025, highest in 3 years
DUBAI (Khaleej Times): The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on Tuesday project-
ed higher growth for the UAE economy for next year than in 2023 and 2024, the high-
est in three years.

The World Economic Outlook released by IMF predicted 4.2 per cent GDP growth
for 2025 as compared to 3.5 per cent for 2024 and 3.4 per cent for last year. In 2022,
the UAE economy grew 7.9 per cent, bouncing back after the Covid-19 pandemic.

In the post-pandemic era, the UAE’s economy is being mainly driven by confidence
in its policies, attracting talent and foreign direct investment from around the world in
key sectors, especially real estate, travel and tourism and retail sectors. In addition, high
oil prices are also supporting the growth of the economy.

However, the IMF reduced UAE’s GDP growth outlook for 2024 by half a per cent
from 4.0 per cent in October 2023 to 3.5 per cent in the latest forecast.

The IMF projected higher growth for most of the oil exporting nations for next year
as global geopolitical tensions from the Russia-Ukraine crisis to the Iran-Israel conflict
kept the oil prices higher due to disruption fears.

SECP
publishes

report
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan has
issued a report titled
“Unlocking the Potential of
Micro and Inclusive
Insurance in Pakistan,”
which provides an overview
of the current landscape and
vast untapped potential mar-
ket for inclusive insurance.

The report’s draft version
and synopsis were present-
ed at the International
Insure Impact Conference,
2023, held in Karachi, said a
press release issued here on
Tuesday.

This report explores
inclusive insurance in
Pakistan, highlighting its
untapped market potential,
comparing it to other juris-
dictions, analyzing gaps,
and proposing a future
course of action.

The data collected indi-
cates a concerning status of
inclusive insurance market
in Pakistan.

A total of 12.56 million
insurance policies were sold
through microfinance
banks/institutions. Out of
these, 89 percent are credit
life insurance, indicating a
primary focus on covering
the underlying credit risk.
Moreover, of the 20 insurers
offering inclusive insur-
ance, only 4 are actively
involved in digital distribu-
tion of small ticket products.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Insurance, Aamir Khan in
his message for report said
that “inclusive insurance is
of paramount importance
for growth of the overall
insurance penetration as it
will assist and encourage
insurers and other stake-
holders in developing prod-
ucts and services that foster
greater financial inclusivi-
ty”.

Acknowledging, the
urgency of this matter, col-
laborative efforts are
required to bridge regulato-
ry gaps, streamline process-
es, enhance awareness and
improve product accessibil-
ity through focusing on dig-
ital distribution.  

By partnering with
Mobile Network Operators,
microinsurance providers
can leverage their extensive
network and digital infra-
structure. 
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Slater refused
bail on charges

SYDNEY (Agencies):
Former Australia batter
Michael Slater has
been refused bail and
remanded in custody
over domestic violence
charges. Slater, 54,
reportedly collapsed
after being denied bail
by a Queensland court
and had to be helped to
his feet by prison offi-
cers before being led
away. He faces 19
charges relating to
alleged offences
between 5 December
2023 and 12 April.
They include stalking,
intimidation, assault
occasioning bodily
harm and choking or
strangulation. Slater
has denied any allega-
tions of violence
against the com-
plainant. His next court
appearance is sched-
uled for 31 May. Slater
played for Australia's
cricket team from 1993
to 2001, playing 74
Tests. He then forged a
career as a high-profile
cricket commentator,
but was let go by
Australia's Channel
Seven in 2021.

15-year-old pacer
named in Bangladesh 
DHAKA (Agencies):
Bangladesh have
announced their 15-
player squad for the
five-match T20I series
against India later this
month. Habiba Islam
Pinky, Bangladesh’s
15-year-old pacer, will
get a first taste of inter-
national cricket when
the Tigresses welcome
India for a five-match
T20I series at home.
The up-and-coming
pacer has already fea-
tured in U19 cricket
for Bangladesh earlier
this year when she was
part of the tri-series
that also involved Sri
Lanka and Pakistan.
Nigar Sultana Joty will
lead the side in the
five-match series, with
Nahida Akter acting as
her deputy. Squad:
Nigar Sultana Joty
(Captain), Nahida
Akter (Vice Captain),
Murshida Khatun,
Sobhana Mostary,
Shorna Akter, Ritu
Moni, Rabeya Khan,
Sultana Khatun,
Fahima Khatun,
Marufa Akter, Fariha
Islam Trisna, Shorifa
Khatun, Dilara Akter,
Rubya Haider Jhelik,
Habiba Islam Pinky
Stand By: Sumaiya
Akter, Nishita Akter
Nishi The upcoming
five-match T20I series
holds significant
importance for both
teams. Bangladesh will
seize the opportunity
to gauge their skills
against India, while the
Women in Blue will
aim to acclimate them-
selves to the conditions
in the neighbouring
country, which will
host the ICC Women’s
T20 World Cup later
this year.

Maxwell takes
break at IPL

NEW DELHI
(Agencies): Australia
all-rounder Glenn
Maxwell has opted to
take an indefinite mental
and physical health
break during the Indian
Premier League.
Maxwell, 35, only
scored 32 runs in Royal
Challengers Bengaluru's
first six games and asked
the management to be
left out of Monday's 25-
run defeat by Sunrisers
Hyderabad. He also took
a break to protect to his
mental health in 2019.
"For me, personally, it
was a pretty easy deci-
sion," said Maxwell. "I
went to [captain] Faf du
Plessis and the coaches
after the last game and
said I felt it was probably
time we tried someone
else. "I have been in this
situation in the past
where you can keep
playing and get yourself
deeper into a hole."
Maxwell, who has taken
four wickets this season,
came into the tourna-
ment in good form with
the bat, averaging 42.26
in 17 T20s since
November at a strike-
rate of 185.85. He scored
the fastest century in 50-
over World Cup history
against the Netherlands
and then made a maiden
double century against
Afghanistan as Australia
went on to win their
sixth title.
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KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Babar Azam makes
his return as Pakistan cap-
tain in a five-match
Twenty20 series starting
Thursday against an under-
strength New Zealand with
the World Cup weeks away.

Azam regained the cap-
taincy last month in a shock
U-turn that ended the short-
lived reign of Shaheen
Shah Afridi, raising fears of
a rift between the players.

The hosts hope that
spending time together at a
fitness camp at an army
base will have been good
for bonding.

Head coach Azhar
Mahmood said on Tuesday
that the T20 World Cup in
June in the United States
and West Indies is very
much on their minds.

“I have full faith in the
selected squad and the
morale is very high in the
team, so we will overcome
all the shortcomings so that
we can do our best in the
World Cup,” he told AFP.

“You cannot take any
team lightly in the T20 for-
mat and if New Zealand is
missing their key players
then there is an opportunity
for their young players.”

Pakistan suffered major
upheaval following their
first-round exit from the one-
day World Cup last year.

Azam stepped down as
captain in all three formats
and head coach Mickey
Arthur left along with
Pakistan Cricket Board

chairman Zaka Ashraf.
Mohsin Naqvi, the coun-

try’s interior minister, took
up the board’s top post and
reorganised the selection
committee, paving the way
for batsman Azam’s return.

Fast bowler Mohammad
Amir and spinning all-
rounder Imad Wasim also
return to international
cricket in this series after
coming out of retirement.

Youthful New Zealand
New Zealand arrived in

the country at the weekend,
having sent a security team
last month.

In 2021 the Black Caps
pulled out of a tour of
Pakistan at the 11th hour
over security fears, but
returned twice in 2023.

New Zealand are missing
nine top players including
skipper Kane Williamson
because of the Indian
Premier League. Stand-in
skipper Michael Bracewell
says it is a chance for the
younger players.

“I think the group of
young players have come
through and have played a
lot of T20 cricket growing
up,” said Bracewell, who
has returned after a year-

long injury lay-off.
“They have fresh ideas

on how the game should be
played and as a group we
will just try to play our
game.”

Ace pacer Tim Southee,
the world’s top wicket-
taker in Twenty20 interna-
tionals with 157, is rested.

The experienced duo of
Adam Milne and Finn
Allen suffered injuries a
day before the team’s
departure.

All-rounder Zac
Foulkes, hard-hitting bats-
man Tim Robinson and
seamer Will O’Rourke are
uncapped in T20s.

The first three games of
the series are in
Rawalpindi, with Lahore
hosting the last two.

Teams (from):
Pakistan: Babar Azam

(captain), Abrar Ahmed,
Azam Khan, Fakhar
Zaman, Iftikhar Ahmed,
Imad Wasim, Abbas Afridi,
Mohammad Rizwan,
Mohmmad Amir, Irfan
Niazi, Naseem Shah, Saim
Ayub, Shadab Khan,
Shaheen Shah Afridi,
Usama Mir, Usman Khan,
Zaman Khan

New Zealand: Michael
Bracewell (captain), Mark
Chapman, Josh Clarkson,
Jacob Duffy, Dean
Foxcroft, Ben Lister, Cole
McConchie, Jimmy
Neesham, Will O’Rourke,
Tim Robinson, Ben Sears,
Tim Seifert, Ish Sodhi, Zac
Foulkes, Tom Blundell.

LAHORE (PPI): The indus-
trial city of Faisalabad is
ready to host the expanded
and rebranded National
Women’s One-Day
Tournament, which kicks
off on Wednesday. Until last
season, the 45-over compe-
tition was contested by
three sides – Blasters,
Challengers, and
Dynamites – under the
Pakistan Cup Women’s
Cricket Tournament banner.

This year, the Pakistan
Cricket Board, in its contin-
ued endeavor, support and
promotion for women’s
cricket, has included six
regional sides for the com-
petition that will be held in
a double-league 50-over
format, guaranteeing each

side, at least 10, matches.
The six regional sides com-
peting in the event, which
carries a total prize money
of PKR2.245 million, are:
Karachi, Lahore, Multan,
Peshawar, Quetta, and
Rawalpindi.

The top two sides after
30 league matches will
progress to the final on 11
May, with the winning side
lifting the silverware and
collecting a PKR one mil-
lion cheque.

The venues for this
important event are Jawad
Club Cricket Ground, Iqbal
Stadium, and Bohranwali
Cricket Ground, with Saeed
Ajmal Academy Ground as
the reserve venue.

Omaima Sohail will cap-

tain the Karachi Region,
Lahore will be led by
Kaynat Hafeez, Saima
Malik will skipper Quetta,
Humna Bilal will lead
Multan, while Gull Rukh
and Mahnoor Aftab will
captain Peshawar and
Rawalpindi, respectively.

Fixtures for Wednesday:
Quetta vs. Rawalpindi,
Jawad Cricket Club Ground;
Karachi vs. Multan, Iqbal
Stadium; Peshawar vs.
Lahore, Bohranwali Cricket
Ground.

Fixtures for Friday:
Quetta vs. Peshawar, Iqbal
Stadium; Lahore vs.
Karachi, Jawad Club
Cricket Ground; Rawalpindi
vs. Multan, Bohranwali
Cricket Ground.

ANCIENT OLYMPIA
(AFP/APP): The sacred
flame for the Paris 2024
Olympics was lit Tuesday in
Olympia, Greece, the birth-
place of the ancient Games,
in a  ceremony inspired by
antiquity and marked by
messages of hope amid mul-
tiple global crises.

"In ancient times, the
Olympic Games brought
together the Greek city
states, even - and in particu-
lar - during times of war and
conflict," said International
Olympic Committee
President Thomas Bach.

"Today, the Olympic
Games are the only event
that brings the entire world
together in peaceful compe-
tition. Then as now, the
Olympic athletes are send-
ing this powerful message:
yes, it is possible to com-
pete fiercely against each
other and at the same time
live peacefully together
under one roof," he said.

Owing to cloudy weath-
er, Greek actresses in the
role of ancient priestesses
used a flame lit in a rehears-
al Monday in the 2,600-
year-old Temple of Hera,
near the stadium where the
Olympics were born in 776
BC. Carrying the flame in a
pot, Greek actress Mary
Mina lit the torch for the
first bearer, 2020 Olympic
rowing champion Stefanos
Ntouskos.

Retired French swimmer
Laure Manaudou, who won
her first gold medal at the
2004 Athens Olympics, fol-
lowed as France's first
torchbearer in Olympia.

- 'Inclusive' Games -
Officials on Tuesday

stressed that the Paris
Games will set new mile-
stones, following the legacy
of the other two prior
Olympics held in the French
capital. "The Olympic
Flame will shine over the
first Olympic Games
inspired by our Olympic
Agenda reforms from start
to finish," Bach said. 

"These Olympic Games
will be younger, more
inclusive, more urban, more
sustainable. These will be
the very first Olympic
Games with full gender par-
ity, because the IOC allocat-
ed exactly 50 percent of the
places to female and male
athletes," he said.

Paris Olympics chief
organiser Tony Estanguet
noted that women took part
for the first time in the Paris
1900 Games, while the first
Olympic Village was created
for the Paris 2024 Games.
For the first time since the
Covid-19 pandemic
imposed toned-down events
for the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics and 2022 Beijing
Winter Games, the ceremo-

ny was back with full regalia
and scores of spectators.

Greek President Katerina
Sakellaropoulou, French
sports minister Amelie
Oudea-Castera and Paris
Mayor Anne Hidalgo were
present at the ceremony.
American mezzo soprano
Joyce DiDonato delivered
the Olympic anthem. 

The torch harks back to
the ancient Olympics when
a sacred flame burned
throughout the Games. The
tradition was revived in
1936 for the Berlin Games. 

During the 11-day relay on
Greek soil, some 600 torch-
bearers will carry the flame
over a distance of 5,000 kilo-
metres (3,100 miles) through
41 municipalities.

- Security concerns -
The Olympic flame will

be handed over to Paris
2024 organisers in a cere-
mony at the all-marble
Panathenaic Stadium, site of
the first modern Olympic
Games of 1896, on April 26.

Nana Mouskouri, the 89-
year-old Greek singer with
a worldwide following, has

been invited to perform at
the ceremony.

On April 27, the flame
will begin its journey to
France on board the 19th-
century three-masted bar-
que Belem, which was
launched just weeks after
the Athens 1896 Games.

A French historical mon-
ument, the Belem carried
out trade journeys to Brazil,
Guyana and the Caribbean
for nearly two decades.

France's last surviving
three-mast steel-hulled
boat, it is expected to arrive
in Marseille on May 8.

Ten thousand torchbear-
ers will then carry the flame
across 64 French territories.

It will travel through 400
towns and dozens of tourist
attractions during its
12,000-kilometre (7,500-
mile) journey through
mainland France and over-
seas French territories in
the Caribbean, Indian
Ocean and Pacific.

On July 26 it will form
the centrepiece of the Paris
Olympics opening ceremo-
ny. The ceremony is
planned to be held on the
river Seine -- the first time
it has not been held in the
Games' main stadium.

However, French
President Emmanuel
Macron on Monday said it
could be moved to the
national stadium in the
event of a security threat.

Macron said instead of
teams sailing down the
Seine on barges, the ceremo-
ny could be "limited to the
Trocadero" building across
the river from the Eiffel
Tower or "even moved to the
Stade de France".

DHAKA (Monitoring
Desk): Former Pakistan
leg-spinner Mushtaq
Ahmed is set to join the
Bangladesh cricket team as
the spin bowling coach,
confirmed by the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) on Tuesday.

The 1992 World Cup
winner will join the
Bangladesh team later this
month ahead of the T20I
series against Zimbabwe
and will work with them
until the end of the ICC
T20 World Cup 2024.

BCB announced the
appointment of Ahmed as
the spin bowling coach
through a press release.

“Former Pakistan leg-
spinner and World Cup

winner Mushtaq Ahmed
has been appointed
Bangladesh National Team
Spin Bowling Coach,” the
press release stated.

“He will join the side
ahead of the preparation
camp later this month for
the T20 series against
Zimbabwe and will work
with the Bangladesh team
until the end of the ICC
T20 World Cup 2024 in the
West Indies and the USA.”

Ahmed has previously
served as the spin bowling
coach for England (2008-
2014), West Indies (2018-
19) and Pakistan (2020-22).

“It is a great honour for
me to be a part of the
Bangladesh cricket team as
a spin bowling coach,”

Mushtaq Ahmed said in a
statement released by BCB.

“I am looking forward
to the role and want to
pass my experience to the
players because they are
very coachable and I
always believe that they
are one of the most dan-
gerous teams around.

“They can beat anyone
because they have the
capability, the resources
and the talent. I will try to
instil that belief into them.
I am very excited at the
opportunity to work with
the team,” he concluded.

The right-handed
bowler took 185 wickets
in 52 Tests and 161 wick-
ets in 144 ODIs for
Pakistan.

LONDON (Agencies):
Striker Harry Kane said
Tuesday that Bayern
Munich still have a chance
of a “great season” by win-
ning the Champions League,
before Wednesday’s home
quarter-final second leg
against Arsenal.

Bayern Munich official-
ly ceded the title to Xabi
Alonso’s Bayer Leverkusen
on Sunday, breaking their
11-year streak as champi-
ons. They are now staring
at a first trophyless season
since 2012.

The England captain,
still without a trophy in his
career despite an array of
stellar personal records,
said Champions League
glory would give the season
a different face.

“It’s no secret here that
the club sets out to win the
Champions League every
season,” the 30-year-old
told reporters. “You know,
from the club’s point of
view, it will be a failed sea-
son if we don’t win any-
thing this year because
we’re expected to win,”

Kane said, describing it as
the “harsh reality of win-
ning and losing.”

“We still have the
opportunity to turn the
season into a great season
if we win the Champions
League. “The motivation
is still there for us as play-
ers. If we can do some-
thing special tomorrow
night of course that keeps
that hope alive.”

Bayern Munich and
Harry Kane returned from
north London after a 2-2
draw at the Emirates. The
abolition of the away goal
rule means one tram needs
to win on Wednesday to
reach the final four.

Harry Kane moved to
Bayern in the summer from
Tottenham, Arsenal’s north
London rivals. He played
his entire career at Spurs,
having been released from
the Gunners academy as a
child. At Tottenham, he
scored 14 goals in 19
games against Arsenal and
added another in Bayern’s
visit last week.

“Maybe it is in the back

of my mind that I was
released at a young age (by
Arsenal) there was a point
to prove and I’m the kind of
player who has had points
to prove throughout my
career. “I don’t think that
ever leaves you. That will
always be in my DNA until
I’m retired.

“Now I’m here at
Bayern Munich and of
course, I have a history
with them (Arsenal) but all
I can try and do is help
Bayern Munich qualify for
the semi-finals of the
Champions League.”

Bayern coach Thomas
Tuchel confirmed Manuel
Neuer and Leroy Sane, who
missed the weekend’s
league win over Cologne,
would return. Serge Gnabry
and Kingsley Coman will
be missing through injury,
while Alphonso Davies is
suspended.

“We have one decisive
match to make the next step
in this beautiful competi-
tion and we’re determined
to bring everything to the
table,” Tuchel said.

‘Great season’ still possible
for Bayern Munich: Harry

BARCELONA: Rafael Nadal of Spain in action against Flavio Cobolli of Italy during Second
Round of Barcelona Open Banc Sabadell 2024 at Real Club De Tenis Barcelona.

‘Over 40
KMC grounds

have been
encroached’

KARACHI (PPI): Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab said Tuedsday that
more than 40 sports
grounds of Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation
had been occupied by vari-
ous organizations and indi-
viduals, which would be
recovered from their con-
trol and opened for the citi-
zens, no matter how power-
ful someone was, as safe-
guarding the assets of KNC
was their responsibility and
they would fulfill it.

The swimming pool of
KMC Sports Complex has
been opened for citizens,
family area and restaurant for
members of KMC Sports
Complex and Women Sports
Complex Gulshan Iqbal
would also be made available
for members so that better
recreational facilities can be
provided to the citizens, he
said this while presiding over
a meeting in the KMC Sports
Complex after a detailed visit
to the Sports Complex,
Kashmir Road on Tuesday. 

Wahab inspected the foot-
ball stadium, tennis court,
bowling alley and other
facilities in KMC Sports
Complex and issued on the
spot directive to concerned
officers. Addressing the
meeting, Wahab said that the
KMC sports complex built
on an area of 40 acres should
be equipped with more facil-
ities for the citizens. He also
directed the Senior Director
Culture and Sports to pro-
vide the update of the KMC
sports grounds in the city
within seven days.

Babar back as captain as
Pakistan face New

Zealand in WC build-up

Mushtaq Ahmed
appointed as

Bangladesh’s spin
bowling coach

BARCELONA (AFP):
Rafael Nadal made light
work of Flavio Cobolli on
a triumphant return from
injury at the Barcelona
Open on Tuesday.

The 22-time Grand
Slam champion had not
played an ATP Tour match
since January but dis-
patched the Italian 6-2, 6-3
in one hour and 25 minutes
to reach the second round.

Nadal, 37, was able to
play on clay for the first
time since winning the
French Open in 2022 and
showed flashes of his usual
brilliance in a solid display.

"It was a good start --
when you return you can't
get rid of the doubts in one
day, above all, on a physi-
cal level," Nadal told TVE.

"Within what it could
be, it was a good first
round. He made mistakes
and I think I played the
game that I had to play."
Nadal who has triumphed
at Roland Garros a record

14 times, is hoping to play
there in May in what he
expects to be the final year
of his professional career.

The clay court king,
who missed most of 2023
injured, will face Alex de
Minaur on Wednesday
after breezing past Cobolli.

"It will be at a speed
that I don't know if I will
be able to keep up with,
but I'll try," Nadal said of
facing the 11th-ranked De
Minaur.

After a double fault to
fall 30-0 behind Nadal
found his rhythm, with
Cobolli intimidated by the
fervent support for the
Spaniard on the court
named after him.

Nadal converted his
third break point in the
fourth game for a 3-1 lead,
with Cobolli surviving
four more to hold at 4-2
down.

The 12-time Barcelona
Open winner broke again
to claim the set in 43 min-

utes, clenching his fist in
celebration.

Cobolli handed Nadal a
break for 2-0 in the second
set with two more
unforced errors but finally
put some pressure on
Nadal's serve in the third
game to break back.

However Nadal broke
again for 3-1 after Cobolli's
third double fault and
served it out to triumph.

The Spaniard did not
produce any aces and his
serve was effective but not
explosive.

"I've gone months with-
out being able to serve,
(and) although I've got a lot
of excitement to play here
and do the best I can, I'm
not going to go crazy with
the serve," added Nadal.

"I have to serve with
caution that the moment
I'm in dictates... there are
moments in which I feel
more liberated and others
in which I'm more care-
ful."

Nadal wins on
injury comeback at

Barcelona Open

National Women’s One-Day
Tournament begins tomorrow

Paris 2024 Games flame lit in
ancient Olympia
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Four gamblers
arrested

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police have arrested four
gamblers on cock fights
and recovered four
mobile phones, stake
money Rs 35,000, 13
motorcycles, four chick-
ens and other items from
their possession during a
crackdown here on
Tuesday, informed a
police spokesman.
According to the details,
Taxila Police held four
gamblers identified as
Waqar, Umar, Abdul
Wajid and Imran. Police
have registered a case
against all the accused
and further investigation
is in progress.
Superintendent of Police,
Potohar appreciated the
performance of the
police team adding that
gambling was the root of
other evils and action
against such elements
would be continued.

IRSA releases
188,600 cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP)
:Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Tuesday released
188,600 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
301,200 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1423.30 feet and
was 25.30 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 66,900
cusecs and 6,000 cusecs
respectively. The water
level in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1113.50 feet, which was
63.50 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was
recorded 78,700 cusecs
and 27,000 cusecs
respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 95,900,
38,800, 35,100 and
7,600 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
137,400 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 13,600 cusecs were
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Police searched
“Dhoke Syedan”
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police on special direc-
tive of City Police
Officer (CPO) Khalid
Mehmood Hamdani
conducted search oper-
ation in “Dhoke
Syedan” and adjoining
areas in the jurisdiction
of Race Course Police
Station here on
Tuesday. According to
police spokesman,
heavy police contin-
gents, Elite Force,
Special Branch person-
nel and Ladies police
under the supervision of
senior police officers of
Race Course Police
Station carried out
search operation.
During operation,
police have searched 19
houses and collected
data of 06 tenants.
However, no arrest was
made on the occasion.
The spokesman
informed that the search
operations to net crimi-
nals and proclaimed
offenders are being
conducted in different
areas regularly.

3-day training
program on AI 
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
three-day faculty training
program on
"Empowering Educators:
Integrating AI into
Teaching Practices" has
started in Allama Iqbal
Open University
(AIOU). The program is
being organized in col-
laboration with
Directorate of Academic
Planning and Course
Production, AIOU and
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Educational Media
Center for Asia
(CEMCA). This program
aims to educate teachers
about artificial intelli-
gence tools and technolo-
gies and how to use them
effectively in teaching
methods. The inaugural
session was presided
over by Dean, Faculty of
Education, Prof. Dr.
Fazal ur Rehman, while
Director, CEMCA, Dr.
Basheerhamad partici-
pated online as the
Chief Guest.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Chairman Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari on Tuesday met with the PPP del-
egation of Gilgit-Baltistan Chapter.

The delegation comprised Amjad
Advocate, Jameel Ahmed, Engineer
Ismail, Sadia Danish, Imran Nadeem,

Ayub Shah, Shahzad Agha and Kulsoom
Mehdi, a press release said.

They informed Bilawal Bhutto about
the overall political situation in Gilgit-
Baltistan. Bilawal Bhutto assured the dele-
gation to raise the political issues of
Gilgit-Baltistan at the federal level.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The special trains
on Eid ul Fitr introduced by Pakistan
Railways had received an overwhelming
response from thousands of travelers who
visited their loved ones in their native
towns through having a comfortable trav-
eling experience.

The passengers have expressed their
gratitude to Pakistan Railways for facili-
tating them on Eid ul Fitr through special
trains which saved their precious time and
money, making their journeys memorable.

A large number of passengers with fam-
ilies were seen at the railway stations
according to whom the staff at the stations
was quite helpful in informing them about
timing of trains, platforms’ numbers, tick-
eting and booking issues.

Talking to APP Azhar Rahjou who
arrived at Rawalpindi Railway Station
from Karachi said that Pakistan Railways
had won the passengers’ hearts through
completing Eid trains operation with a lot
of improvement. Another passenger,
Muhammad Ehsan said that the services
being provided by the management were
very much improved while all the railway
stations were neat and clean.

Muhammad Ehsan said that although
the tracks were not in good condition
across the country, the timing of the trains

was also improved as compared to the pre-
vious years. It is pertinent to mention here
that Pakistan Railways has run four special
trains on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr to
facilitate the passengers leaving for their
native towns to celebrate the auspicious
occasion with their dear ones.

According to the schedule issued by
Pakistan Railways, the first Eid special
train departed from Karachi to Peshawar
and the other from Karachi Cantonment to
Lahore. As per the schedule, the first spe-
cial train left Karachi for Peshawar on
April 07 at 6:00 am while the second spe-
cial train left from Quetta to Rawalpindi
on the same day at 10:00 am.

The third train left from Karachi
Cantonment to Lahore on April 08 at 9:00
pm while the last Eid special passenger
train left from Lahore to Karachi on April
09 at 5:00 pm.

On the other hand, Pakistan Railways
Police had also tightened security arrange-
ments in trains as well as at stations to
avoid any untoward incident during Eid-
ul-Fitr vacations. The department had
directed all superintendents (SPs) of
Railways Police to depute sufficient force
at exit and entry points of all railway sta-
tions and strictly watch to be carried out of
suspicious persons, he added. 

Bilawal meets PPP
delegation from
Gilgit-Baltistan

PPAF distributes
relief items among
affected families

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Poverty Alleviation
Fund (PPAF) has distributed
relief items among affected
families in light of the dire
situation caused by the
heavy rainfall in Gwadar. 

According to an official
source, “PPAF extended its
hands to the families affected
by the floods, aiming to alle-
viate their immediate needs
for food and support”. The
PPAF had swiftly executed
the distribution of these items
before Eid-ul-Fitr, ensuring
that these families felt includ-
ed and relieved during these
challenging times. PPAF
provided the relief items
including providing nutri-
tious ration packs, essential
hygiene kits, and household
items to 400 families who
were hit hardest by the floods
across 08 wards of the
Surbandar union council. 

The initiative has been
executed with the invalu-
able support of PPAF’s local
partner SPO. With presence
in 147 districts of the coun-
try through its partnerships
with 130 organisations,
PPAF initiated strategic
development from grass-
roots levels prioritizing the
communities in the direst
conditions first, so the soci-
ety moves towards a secure
future, together. The institu-
tion’s strategic approach
through time has focused on
building and supporting
value-based institutions of,
for and by the people that is
essential for giving voice to
and empowering them.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Regional Police Officer
(RPO) Rawalpindi Region
Babar Sarfraz Alpa has
issued promotion orders of
43 Assistant Sub-Inspectors
(ASIs) and 24 Head
Constables on the recom-
mendations of the depart-
mental board. 

A special departmental
board was formed and
chaired by RPO Rawalpindi
Region Babar Sarfraz Alpa,
while the board members
included City Police Officer
Rawalpindi Syed Khalid
Mahmood Hamdani, DPO
Attock Dr Sardar Ghiyas Gul
Khan, DPO Chakwal
Captain (retd) Wahid
Mehmood and DPO Jhelum
Nasir Mehmood Bajwa. 

The board made its rec-
ommendations after check-
ing the excellent service
record and all the data of all
the personnel, based on these
recommendations, 43 ASIs
were promoted to Sub-
Inspectors (SI) whereas 24
head constables were pro-
moted to the post of (ASI). 

Among those who were

promoted to the post of Sub-
Inspector (SI) from ASI are
Muhammad Maqsood, Ijaz
Mahmood, Abid Ali, Arshad
Mahmood, Nawaz Hussain,
Muhammad Fayaz, Babar
Khan, Ishtiaq Ali, Murtaza
Aslam, Imad Anwar, Sagheer
Ahmed, Saqib Sattar,
Muhammad Arsalan,
Muhammad Faisal, Shahid
Akhtar, Zakir Hussain, Azhar
Iqbal, Nauman Mahmood,
Muhammad Kamran,
Sadaqat Ali, Imran
Mahmood, Amir Hussain,
Muhammad Ramzan. ,
Naqeeb Al Hasan, Aamir Ali,
Ansrahyat Khan, Shahid
Mahmood, Numan Shehzad,
Saeeda Akram, Nabeel
Javed, Qasim Hussain, Adil
Hussain, while among those
promoted subject to the com-
pletion of Pending Annual
Confidential Reports (ACRs)
are Muhammad Altaf, Aamir
Mehmood, Saroor Mehdi.
Basheer Ahmed, Khalid
Mehmood, Muhammad
Farooq, Khurram Shehzad,
Rashid Ali, Akmal Khan,
Adnan Sikandar, Azad Khan,
while among those promoted

to the post of ASI from Head
Constable, Sattar Ahmed,
Shahzad Akhtar, Muhammad
Faisal Iqbal, Yasir Ali, Syed
Muhammad Ali, Aamir Ali
Khan, Kamran Rasheed,
Waqar Haider, Ijaz Yusuf,
Aamir Shahzad, Arif
Mahmood, Abdul Salam,
Imran Adalat, Naseer
Ahmed, Asif Ali, Wasim
Akhtar, Muhammad
Mursaleen, Muhammad
Aqeel, Muhammad Irfan,
Aamir Khan, Muhammad
Ikram, Shehbaz Ahmad,
while those promoted subject
to the completion of Pending
ACRs include Faheem Khan,
Ahmed Nawaz.

Expressing his congratula-
tions to the newly promoted
officials, RPO Babar Sarfraz
emphasized the importance
of diligent and dedicated
service in fulfilling the
enhanced responsibilities that
come with their new ranks.
He reiterated that these pro-
motions align with the direc-
tives of the Inspector General
of Punjab, ensuring timely
recognition of exemplary
performance within the force.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training has approved the
time scale promotion of as
many as 529 teachers of fed-
eral government educational
institutions working under
the ambit of the Federal
Directorate of Education.

According to the notifi-
cation issued here yesterday,
529 teachers have been
given time scale promotion
in the next grade, which
includes vice principals,
principals, and associate
professors of schools and
colleges. As per details, the
meeting of the
Departmental Promotion
Committee(DPC) to devel-
op the time scale for the
teachers of government edu-
cational institutions was
held on January 5, 2024, but
the notification was delayed
due to various reasons.

Secretary Education
Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani
gave orders to issue notifi-
cation by immediately
approving the recommenda-
tions of DPC.

Leaders of Federal
Teacher Organizations,
Fazal Mola, Malik Ameer
Khan, Mansoor Shah, and
others have expressed their
gratitude to the Secretary of
Education and said that
teachers have the basic right
to development, which will
improve their performance.

According to the notifi-
cation, 13 principals were
given Grade 21, 90 assistant
professors have been pro-
moted to grade 19, and 173
vice principals have also
been promoted to grade 19.
Similarly, 103 assistant pro-
fessors and principals have
been promoted to grade 20,
while 8 deputy head-
mistresses have been also

promoted to grade 20.
Teachers leaders Fazal

Mollah, Malik Amir Khan,
and Mansoor Ali Shah have
said in a joint statement that
Secretary Education
Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani
has given basic rights to
teachers by promoting them.

They said that the
Secretary Education has
implemented the best
reforms in the education
system, the results of
which will be seen soon,
adding, that empowering
the heads of the institutions
will be an important mile-
stone for the best perform-
ance of the employees of
the institutions. The teachers
have also thanked Senior
Joint Secretary Sohail
Akhtar Malik, Director
Promotion Muhammad
Luqman, SO Promotion
Rashid Marwat, and other
concerned authorities.

ISLAMABAD (APP): International
Islamic University Islamabad (IIUI) has
been named as one of the world’s top uni-
versities and placed among 51-100 in the
subjects of Theology, Divinity &
Religious Studies and is placed at 351-400
in Mathematics across the world in the lat-
est 2024 edition by the world’s top most
university rankings agency QS
(Quacquarelli Symonds).

In addition, for the first time the univer-
sity is placed in Physics at 601-640 across
the world in the latest edition by the
world’s top most university rankings
agency QS.

Earlier, IIUI was ranked 249th in QS
Asia University Rankings 2024 as well
as IIUI was placed at 49th position in QS
Southern Asia University Rankings 2024
by QS. IIUI Rector, Dr Samina Malik
and President, Dr Hathal Homoud
Alotaibi  while expressing gratitude for
the achievement congratulated the aca-
demic and administrative staff of the
institution and hoped that they would
remain committed to the university in
the future by continuing their hard work
so that the institution gets the top slot in
all world rankings in the future. They
specially appreciated the hard work of
Director Quality Assurance Department
(QAD) and his team.

The recent positive results generated by

IIUI are outcome of continued reforms and
initiatives introduced by the university
management that includes preparation of
university’s new strategic plan that also
helped in gleaning exact view of the uni-
versity accomplishments on scientific
basis. The university leadership believes
that upcoming ranking will be much posi-
tive as new reforms and initiatives have
entered into the advanced stages through
various steps taken such as implementa-
tion of the university’s strategic plan.

The university leadership has also
lauded the efforts of all relevant quar-
ters including Departments from the
Faculty of Usul uddin, Mathematics and
Physics as well as other faculty members
and research scholars publishing in
cross-cut/overlapping areas from IRI,
Dawah Academy, Faculty of Shariah &
Law, Faculty of Arabic, Faculty of
Science, Faculty of Engineering and
CAEPE contributing towards the
Research citation per paper, H-index and
International research network by broad
faculty area. 

Director Quality Assurance Department
Dr Rehmat Ellahi has vowed that in the
supervision of the varsity leaderships, the
efforts with the help of the varsity
researchers and the departments will con-
tinue to bring IIUI further high in interna-
tional rankings.

529 teachers of FDE schools,
colleges granted promotion

Rawalpindi Police 
elevates 43 ASIs and 24

HCs to higher ranks

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Republic of Turkiye, H.E. Mehmet Pacaci called on Minister for
Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif. 

ISLAMABAD: NDMA & IRC representatives exchanging documents after signing LoU for
Cooperation on Disaster Resilience & Preparedness at IRC Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In response to
this initiative of the Punjab govern-
ment, the federal capital has also
reduced the prices of bread and naan
by fixing their prices at Rs 16 and Rs
20 respectively, however, Tandoor
and Nanbai kept their prices while
refusing to obey the government
order. The district administration
issued a notification fixing the prices
of Roti and Naan at Rs 16 and Rs 20
for a standard serving size of 120
grams. Assistant Commissioners and
Price Control Magistrates have been
tasked with ensuring the enforcement
of these new prices across Islamabad.

In line with Deputy Commissioner
Irfan Nawaz Memon's instructions,
Assistant Commissioner Secretariat
Abdullah Khan convened a meeting
with the Nanbai Association to dis-
cuss the implementation of the
revised prices. Despite these efforts,
Tandoors/Nan-bais in the twin cities
are standing firm on their prices,
declining to reduce them as per the
government's rates.

Talking to APP, a citizen namely

Muhammad Tassawar, a resident of
the Sohan area lamented the lack of
reduction in prices at local Tandoors
and Nan-bais, where Roti was still
being sold at Rs 20 and Naan at Rs
25. Similarly, Shabeer Hussain from
the G-8 area, highlighted that despite
the government's intervention,
Tandoors and Nan-bais in the Federal
Capital were selling Roti at Rs 25 and
Naan at Rs 30, placing a financial
burden on the residents.

When contacted by the Spokesman
of ICT, Dr. Abdullah Tabassum, he
assured that strict action would be
taken against those violating the price
regulations. 

He emphasized that Assistant
Commissioners and Magistrates have
been assigned specific tasks to ensure
compliance with the new Roti and
Naan prices in Islamabad.

Price Magistrates impose fines
on 68 ‘Tandoors’ for profiteering:
Price Magistrates while conducting
raids across Rawalpindi district
checked prices of Roti and Naan dur-
ing last 24 hours and imposed fines

on 68 ‘Tandoors’ for profiteering.
Punjab government had fixed the

price of 100 grams Roti at Rs16,
while the price of 120 grams Naan
at Rs 20, Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Rawalpindi, Hassan Waqar
Cheema said. He informed that
more than 100 ‘Tandoors’ were
checked during last 24 hours while
68 were found guilty of violating the
fixed rates of Roti and Naan. Fines
amounting to Rs 170,000 were
imposed on the violators, he added.
Seven violators were also sent
behind the bars while four
‘Tandoors’ were sealed during the
campaign launched against the prof-
iteers, the DC said.

All available resources were being
utilized to ensure implementation of
the fixed prices of Roti and Naan, he
added. A district administration
spokesman said that on the instructions
of the DC, Hassan Waqar Cheema, the
Price Magistrates were mobilized to
ensure implementation of the prices of
Naan and Roti, issued by the Punjab
government across the district.

Tandoors/Nan-bais defy govt’s
Roti, Naan price reduction in ICT

IIUI ranked among top 51-100
in QS World subject rankings

Eid Special Trains 
gets passengers’

overwhelming response

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
present spell of rains could
escalate the breeding of
dengue larvae, which needed
immediate steps to tackle it.
Deputy Commissioner
Hassan Waqar Cheema said
this while chairing a meeting
to review anti-dengue
arrangements here at his
office. He directed the depart-
ments concerned to imple-
ment Anti-dengue SOPs in
letter and spirit and create
awareness among the people
about the hazardous virus.
Cheema directed the officials

that after conducting indoor
and outdoor surveillance,
completely clear the areas
affected by the dengue virus
last year. The DC also asked
the people to remove stagnant
water in outdoor and house-
hold settings to stop mosqui-
toes from breeding after rain
and submerged water.

Meanwhile, the District
Healthy Authority (DHA)
had sealed 47 premises and
lodged 47 FIRs on viola-
tions of anti-dengue SOPs
from January 1 to date, said
District Coordinator

Epidemics Prevention and
Control Dr Sajjad
Mehmood. The health offi-
cer said that the district
administration, in collabo-
ration with allied depart-
ments had issued tickets to
112 and a fine of Rs
199,000 was imposed on
violations of dengue SOPs
in 2024. Dr Sajjad
informed that around four
confirmed cases had been
reported in the district this
year, while the number was
two in 2022, and 2023 dur-
ing the period.

Rains may escalate breeding
of dengue larvae: DC



‘150 check dams to be constructed’

KABUL (Pajhwok): The Ministry of Water and
Energy says it plans to build 155 check dams in
a number of provinces this year. A check dam is
a small dam constructed across a drainage ditch,
swale, or channel to lower the velocity of flow.
Reduced runoff velocity reduces erosion and
gullying in the channel and allows sediments to
settle out. Spokesman for MoWE, told Pajhwok
that last year the ministry had planned to con-
struct 140 check dams and 50 of them were con-
structed and the rest were under construction.

Torkham border closed

KABUL (Khaama Press): Officials in
Nangarhar province say that once again, the
Torkham border crossing has been closed to
Afghan patients by Pakistan. National radio
and television reported on Tuesday, April
16th, that from today onwards, patients
without legal documents such as passports
and visas will not be allowed entry into
Pakistan. According to the reports, around
7:00 PM last night, April 15th, Pakistan
closed its borders to patients.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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KABUL(BNA): Mufti
Abdul Matin Sayed, the
Head of General Customs
at the Ministry of
Finance, underscored the
importance of addressing
the concerns of traders
and clients during a meet-
ing with customs chiefs
from Kandahar, Nimroz,
and Farah.

According to the
Bakhtar News Agency,
during this meeting, the
Head of General Customs
at the Ministry of
Finance advised the offi-
cials of the mentioned
customs to accurately
document, price, inspect,
and laboratory-test com-
mercial goods.

He further emphasized
the need for customs offi-
cials to work beyond the
specified timeframe to

complete the procedures
related to commercial

goods. He urged for inter-
nal coordination and

adherence to administra-
tive procedures.

URUZGAN (Ariana
News): Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar, the Deputy
Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs, visited
flood-hit areas of Uruzgan
province  where he met
with local officials and
members of the public.

During his visit, Baradar
assessed the impact of the
floods and ordered neces-
sary assistance to be pro-
vided. He assured the peo-
ple of the government’s
commitment to supporting
those affected by the disas-
ter. Emphasizing the impor-
tance of effective gover-
nance, Baradar urged
provincial officials to prior-

itize the welfare of vulnera-
ble citizens and under-
scored the sacrifices made
by the people in establish-
ing the Islamic system.

He also said the people
had a right to a peaceful life
under the Islamic Emirate.

Baradar also said the
government had an obliga-
tion to promptly address the
needs of citizens across the
country in times of crises.

Residents of Uruzgan
province in turn expressed
their satisfaction with the
responsiveness of civil and
military authorities under
the Islamic Emirate. They
lauded the government’s
intervention during times of

need and expressed opti-
mism about the elimination
of hatred, ethnic biases, and
hypocrisy under Islamic
Emirate, heralding a new
era of unity and stability for
Afghanistan.

Baradar also visited
Kajaki Dam in neighboring
Helmand province on
Monday where he praised
officials for work done on
the dam.

He said the Kajaki Dam
project was of national
value and vital to the well-
being of the country.

Baradar said that due to
recent droughts and the
lack of water in dams, the
level of electricity produc-

tion had also decreased, but
that this year, thanks to
heavy rains in the country,
the water levels had
increased and many of the
dams, including Kajaki
Dam are overflowing.

He said this will boost
harvests this year and
that electricity produc-
tion in the country will
also increase. Kajaki
Dam is one of the largest
dams in the country and
was was built in the
Kajaki district of
Helmand province to
control seasonal floods
on the Helmand River,
irrigate agricultural lands
and generate electricity.

KABUL (Khaama Press): A
recent U.S. military review
has revealed that the perpe-
trator behind the bombing
outside Kabul airport in
August 2021, which result-
ed in the deaths of 170
Afghans and 13 American
service members, was an
Islamic State operative.

He had previously been
detained in a coalition facil-
ity in Afghanistan but was
released by the Taliban,
marking the first identifica-
tion of his involvement.

Despite claims from cer-
tain service members pres-
ent at the airport on that
fateful day, who asserted
they had identified the sui-
cide bomber and were
instructed not to intervene,
a review determined they
had targeted the wrong
individual. Consequently,
the strike was deemed
unpreventable.

“There was no opportu-
nity to engage the bomber
prior to the attack,” accord-
ing to a high-ranking U.S.
military official familiar
with the supplemental

review. The US military
confirmed that Abdul
Rahman al-Logari, a Daesh
bomber at Kabul Airport,
had been released from
prison after the Taliban
took control.

“With access to analysis
from across the intelligence
community, we were able
to identify the Abbey Gate
person-borne IED bomber
as Abdul Rahman al-
Logari, an [ISIS-K] mem-
ber since 2016,” said one
Army official on the 12-
person, joint supplemental
review team.  

CENTCOM released its
findings on the Kabul air-
port bombing of August
2021, on Monday, amid the
tumultuous withdrawal of
US forces from
Afghanistan, following a
suicide attack that killed 13
US soldiers and 170
Afghans. Tyler Andrews, a
former US Marine, testified
to the House Foreign
Affairs Committee in
March this year that he and
his colleagues had spotted a
suspicious man who might

have been a Daesh attacker,
but their requests for action
were denied at the time.

The US military also
identified for the first time
the suicide bomber at
Kabul airport as Abdul
Rahman al-Logari, a mem-
ber of ISIS-K, who was
imprisoned in Afghanistan
and released after the
Taliban took over.

Members of the Kabul
Airport incident investiga-
tion team provided images
of the suspected man to
some reporters, identifying
him as a potential threat,
but after comparing the

image with al-Logari, they
concluded they were not
the same person.

Meanwhile, the US
Department of Defense,
shortly after the incident,
announced the primary per-
petrator of the Kabul airport
attack as Kabeer Idri and
claimed that Idri was killed
in a US airstrike on August
27. According to recent US
military reviews, the sus-
pected Daesh militant was
seen around 7 a.m. local
time at Kabul Airport and
was not seen after 10 a.m.,
nearly seven hours before
the bombing occurred.

KABUL (Ariana News):
Former Jihadi leader
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar has
criticized the United States
for patrolling Afghanistan’s
airspace with drones.

Hekmatyar said in a
speech Tuesday that any
form of American presence
in Afghanistan is unaccept-
able. “Afghanistan’s air-
space is under occupation.
Expressing this issue is our
religious responsibility. We
have sacrificed the most for
freedom. We do not accept
any presence of America.
We do not accept any kind
of foreign rule,” he said.

Hekmatyar also stated
that there is a possibility of
American troops entering
the country again.

“[Former] President
Trump’s national security
advisor says that their
departure was a mistake
and that they should return.
This is not an ordinary
issue. The possibility that
they will make a mistake
again and return to

Afghanistan is very
strong,” he said.

The Islamic Emirate has
not commented so far on
Hekmatyar’s remarks, but
it has confirmed sightings
of drones over Afghanistan.

“It is required that the
respected officials of the
caretaker government give
explanations on this matter
and respond to the concerns
of the Afghan people in this
matter, because important

and great national issues are
important for every Afghan
citizen and if there is a
problem, it will be a cause
of concern for everyone,”
said Fazl-ul-Hadi Wazin, a
university lecturer.

Hekmatyar slams US for
‘occupying’ Afghanistan’s

airspace

Baradar visits flood-hit areas 
of Uruzgan province

Customs offices urge for timely 
resolution of traders and clients’ issues

US military review: ISIS Kabul airport
bombing in 2021 not preventable

KABUL (Ariana News):
Uzbekistan’s President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev  met
with Qatar’s Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani for
talks on a number of issues
including the Trans-
Afghan Railway project.

The two leaders also
discussed bilateral trade
issues, strengthening of
relations and regional mat-
ters, including the escalat-
ing situation in the Middle
East. In October 2023,
Uzbekistan Railways JSC
presented the Trans-
Afghan Railway project to
Qatar’s Ministry of

Transport.
Subsequently, deliber-

ations were held on
Qatar’s involvement in
the project’s execution.
In February 2021,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan,
and Pakistan signed a
roadmap for the Termez-
Mazar- i -Shar i f -Kabul-
Peshawar railway con-

struction. The envisioned
transport corridor, esti-
mated at approximately
$5 billion, aims to con-
nect Europe, Russia,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India, and
Southeast Asian nations,
boasting a transit capaci-
ty of up to 20 million
tons of cargo.

KABUL (BNA): The
Deputy Prime Minister for
Political Affairs, Mawlavi
Abdul Kabir in a meeting
with Iran’s Deputy
Ambassador in Kabul,
labeled the country’s attack
on Israel as justifiable self-
defense. According to a
statement from ARG,
Mawlavi Abdul Kabir, held a
meeting with Seyyed Hassan
Mortezaei, Iran’s Deputy
Ambassador in Kabul.

In this meeting, in addi-
tion to appreciating the

position of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan on
international issues, Seyyed
Hassan Mortezaei has
called for the expansion of
relations between Kabul
and Tehran.

Mortezaei stated that
Tehran advocates for the
continuation of positive
relations between
Afghanistan and its neigh-
bors and strives to facilitate
the Islamic Emirate’s posi-
tive interaction with region-
al countries.

According to him, oppo-
nents of the Islamic
Emirate in Iran, as ordinary
immigrants, live and are
not allowed to engage in
political activities.

“Tehran is prepared to
cooperate in economic,
trade, and healthcare sec-
tors with Afghanistan by
facilitating the implementa-
tion of agreements reached
between Iran and the
Islamic Emirate in various
fields,” he added.

For his part, Mawlavi

Abdul Kabir, the Deputy
PM for Political Affairs of
the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, deemed Iran’s
attack on Israel as a justifi-
able defense.

He further emphasized
the development of rela-
tions between Kabul and
Tehran, while expressing
gratitude for Iran’s assis-
tance and cooperation with
Afghans, stating that the
Islamic Emirate is eager to
maintain good relations
with all its neighbors.

KABUL (BNA): The
Acting Foreign Minister
held a meeting with
Afghan scholars and cul-
tural figures residing
abroad, encouraging them
to actively participate in
Afghanistan’s journey

towards progress and
prosperity. The Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Office
reported that Mawlawi
Amir Khan Muttaqi dis-
cussed national issues,
government progress, and
unity with 12 Afghan

expatriates living in
European countries. He
acknowledged the chal-
lenges Afghanistan has
faced over the years but
highlighted the current
positive developments,
including the establish-

ment of an Islamic sys-
tem, improved security,
and the fulfillment of
long-held aspirations for
happiness.

He emphasized that
every Afghan has a role to
play in the reconstruction,
progress, and development
of the country and the
strengthening of the
Islamic system.
Participants at the meeting
expressed their support for
the current system in
Afghanistan and shared
reform proposals with
Mawlavi Amir Khan
Muttaqi aimed at enhanc-
ing the system and
advancing the nation.

The importance of ongo-
ing dialogue and addressing
the needs of Afghan resi-
dents abroad, particularly
in the consular section, was
underscored as a key out-
come of the meeting.

The continuation of such
sessions was also empha-
sized to further engage
Afghan expatriates in con-
tributing to the progress of
their homeland.

Acting Foreign Minister urges
Afghans abroad to contribute

to national development

Uzbek and Qatari leaders discuss
Trans-Afghan Railway project

Deputy PM Kabir deems Iran’s attack
on Israel a justifiable self-defense
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia, Prince Faisal bin Farhan al-Saud, along with his
high level delegation, called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Iranian
government Tuesday
allowed the two Pakistanis
aboard an Israeli ship to
return to Pakistan, diplomat-
ic sources told media.

According to the sources,
Iran permitted the release of
the Pakistani captives fol-
lowing efforts by the Foreign
Office. They added that the
Iranian Ambassador to
Pakistan Reza Amiri Mog-
hadam assured the release of
both Pakistanis, further shar-
ing that the Iranian ambassa-
dor made the assurance in a
meeting at the FO.

"Iran has informed that
Pakistani personnel are free
to return home," the sources
said, adding that the captain
of the ship has the power to
disembark whenever his
crew allows. At least two

Pakistanis, among the 25-
member crew, were on board
the cargo ship seized by the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) — the elite
force that lost seven mem-
bers, including two generals,
in the Syria strike — near the
Strait of Hormuz on Sunday.

The development came
after the family of one of the
Pakistani nationals onboard
the Israel-linked container
ship asked the government
of Pakistan for help.
Muhammad Adnan Aziz —
the Chief Operating Officer
(COO) of the Portugal-
flagged MSC Aries — was
on the ship seized by Iran's
forces, along with another
Pakistani.

His family lives in
Karachi and Azad Kashmir
and some of his relatives live
in London who shared their
worries with the media. The

vessel was seized by Iran
amid rising tensions across
the region after a deadly
Israeli attack on Iran’s con-
sulate in Syria, killing senior
IRGC commander Brigadier
General Mohammad Reza
Zahedi.

The vessel — identified
as the Portugal-flagged MSC
Aries — had departed from a
port in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) en route to
India. It is associated with
the London-based Zodiac
Maritime, a part of the
Zodiac Group run by Israeli
billionaire Eyal Ofer and his
family. White House
National Security Council
spokesperson Adrienne
Watson said the ship’s crew
comprised of Indian,
Filipino, Pakistani, Russian,
and Estonian nationals, and
pushed back against the ves-
sel’s seizure.

Iran ‘frees’ Pakistanis onboard
seized Israeli cargo ship

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprised
Justice SM Attique Shah
and Justice Syed Arshad Ali
ordered Government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
submission reply against
removal of security from
former Chief Ministers on
Mahmood Khan plea, on
Tuesday.

The counsel Shumail
Ahmad Butt advocate
argued for provision of
security as the provincial
government sacked earlier.
He further added that firstly
two personnel will be
deployed for security of
former Chief Minister then
it is increased eight guards.

However, Justice Ijaz
Anwar remarked that the
providing eight security
personnel to lay burden on
public exchequer and
argued for adaptation of
simplicity will be better. If
someone facing threats then
it is entertainable, Justice
Ijaz observed.

The petitioner is former
Chief Minister and politi-
cians are facing more
threats than common man,
the counsel argued. He

added that any unfortunate
with Chief Minister will
raise serious question
regarding security of the
province.

In the meantime, Justice
SM Attique observed that
session judges, commis-
sioners and deputy com-
missioners will also ask for
provision of security in
future. He added that ses-
sion judges are more vul-
nerable to threats because
they are granting judge-
ment to convict outlaws.
PHC’s divisional bench
issued notice to provincial
government and ordered for
submission of reply in the
regard while adjourned fur-
ther hearing.

Meanwhile, PHC similar
ordered both federal and
provincial government for
submission reply against
enlisting Pakistan Tehreek
Insaf (PTI) backed Member
National Assembly Ali
Khan Jadoon in Provisional
National Identification List
(PNIL) within seven days.
The counsel Ali Azeem ad-
vocate argued for removal
of Ali Khan from PNIL
while PHC adjourned hear-
ing after initial arguments.

PTI four lawmakers
bail extended: Special

Anti-Corruption Court
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
extended bail of former
Speaker National Assembly
Asad Qaiser, his brother
Aqib Ullah, Rangeez Khan
and Shahram Khan till 14th
May in illegal recruitment
case. During hearing
Shahram Khan, Aqib Ullah
and Rangeez Khan
appeared before Special
Anti-corruption court
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
while Asad Qaiser was
absent from the proceed-
ings.

According to prosecu-
tion, Shahram Tarakai,
Muhammad Ali Tarakai,
Asad Qaiser, Aqib Ullah
and Rangeez Khan are
nominated two cases of
illegal recruitment in Swabi
district. The accused had
obtained interim bail from
concerned court in the case,
the prosecution pleaded.

Former Minister Shah-
ram Tarakai asked Chief
Minister Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa to quash fabricat-
ed cases against PTI work-
ers and argued for punish-
ment of culprits involved in
corruption. This he asked
while addressing media
personnel at Peshawar High
Court.

Former CM security: PHC
orders govt to submit reply

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday disposed of a petition
filed by ex-premier Imran Khan’s wife
Bushra Bibi seeking her transfer from her
Banigala residence, which had been
declared a sub-jail, to Adiala Jail.

Justice Miangul Hassan Aurang-zeb
disposed of the plea due to Bushra Bibi’s
lawyers failing to appear before the court.
The former first lady was taken into cus-
tody on January 31 after an Islamabad
accountability court sentenced her and
Imran to 14 years in jail in the Toshakhana
reference. While the IHC on April 1 sus-
pended their sentences in the Toshakhana
reference, she remains in custody in the
Iddat case. Imran also remains incarcerat-
ed in other cases.

At the outset of the hearing, Justice
Aurangzeb expressed his displeasure at no
lawyer appearing before the court from
Bushra Bibi’s side. He asked why the for-
mer first lady’s counsels were absent. “If
they had won this case, Bushra Bibi would
have gone to [Adiala] jail, but they
(lawyers) themselves do not want Bushra
Bibi to go to jail,” the judge remarked.

Remarking that the lawyers had made
light of the proceedings, Justice
Aurangzeb said that despite him stating at
the previous hearing that he would decide
the matter today, the lawyers were absent.
The state counsel then informed the court
that a meeting between Bushra and Imran
had been arranged at Eidul Fitr. Justice
Aurangzeb then said, “Even this side is not
working properly and even now, is not
doing [things] right. Politics is being
played with the court from both sides.”

The judge went on to note that PTI
lawyer Shoaib Shaheen had arrived at the
court but then left and did not return.
Subsequently, the IHC disposed of Bushra
Bibi’s petition due to her lawyers not
actively pursuing the case. A while after
the court had disposed of the plea, Bushra
Bibi’s counsel Usman Gill reached the
IHC, at which Justice Aurangzeb told him
that the petition had been disposed of.

The IHC judge suggested Gill file an

application to restore the petition, at which
the lawyer said he would do so. Following
the Toshakhana verdict, Bushra had
arrived at Adiala Jail, where the National
Accountability Bureau’s team was already
present, to surrender to the authorities.
Subsequently, she was taken into custody
by the anti-graft watchdog.

How-ever, she was moved to her
Banigala home after it was declared a sub-
jail in a late-night notification. Her shift-
ing to the residence has been under discus-
sion for weeks as she and her husband
denied submitting any application to
declare the residence a sub-jail. Almost a
week after her arrest, Bushra Bibi had
challenged the residence’s status as a sub-
jail, urging the IHC to let her complete her
14-year sentence in Adiala Jail.

In a subsequent hearing, the Adiala Jail
administration had opposed moving her
back to the prison, claiming that over-
crowding posed security threats for the
former first lady. Last month, Justice
Aurangzeb had asked if the authorities
sought permission from Imran before con-
verting his Banigala residence into a sub-
jail.

A day ago, Bushra Bibi filed another
petition before the IHC, alleging viola-
tions of her fundamental rights during her
incarceration at Banigala. After the hear-
ing, Bushra Bibi’s lawyers Barrister
Salman Safdar, Usman Gill and Khalid
Yousuf Chaudhry filed a petition seeking
to restore the now-disposed plea.

In the restoration plea, the lawyers
contended that “unforeseen and severe
traffic congestion around Serena Hotel
and surrounding areas” had caused them
to arrive late at the court. “Despite the
best efforts, including opting to proceed
on foot, the counsel arrived at the court-
room at 10:20am,” the petition said. It
asserted that the “delay was neither
intentional nor within the control of the
counsel”, and that the “non-appearance
was not deliberate or neglectful”. The
plea further said that non-restoration of
Bushra’s petition could “potentially
result in irreparable loss and prejudice to
the petitioner”.

Transfer to Adiala jail

IHC disposes of
Bushra Bibi’s plea

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister and PTI leader Ali
Amin Gandapur said on
Tuesday that cases against
PTI founder were fake and
this system was being
exposed day by day.

KP Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur, while
talking to media outside the
court in Rawalpindi, said,
"We respect the judiciary
and have appeared before
the court. It is necessary to
form a commission to
probe the allegations lev-
eled by Islamabad High
Court judges.

He said beneficiaries of
Form 47 were sent to the
house by stealing the man-
date of PTI founder. "We
and the people stand by the
PTI founder. The war will
continue until real liberty is
achieved. Gandapur said
that one day the people
making a new experiment
will be exposed. "What
kind of system are you
installing in this country?
When the conscience of
people wakes up, they say
such guys are mentally
sick. You cannot stop peo-
ple from speaking truth by
instituting fake FIRs," he
said.

He said PTI founder will
be out very soon and he
will be the prime minister
of this country. Gandapur
said he had been made the
chief minister of a province
by the PTI founder. The
PTI leader asked the rulers

to accept their mistake and
avoid pushing the country
further into darkness.

He said after the letter
written by the judges,
everything was crystal
clear. All the decisions
made by courts went
against PTI and its founder.
"The rulers have no clue
what to do now. They think
they will deceive the nation
and make them fools," he
said.

Earlier, Gandapur
appeared in the anti-terror-
ism court in a case in which
his non-bailable arrest war-
rant was issued. The court
granted bail to Gandapur in
12 cases relating to May 9
incidents. The court also
ordered the KP chief minis-
ter to submit surety bonds.

PTI labels PML-N-led
govt as ‘pickpocket for
siphoning off people’s earn-
ing’: Hitting hard the PML-
N-led government over soar-
ing inflation, PTI Central
General Secretary Omar
Ayub Khan has said the
incumbent rulers are siphon-
ing off people's hard-earn
money like pick-pocketers.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad on
Tuesday, Ayub, who is also
the Leader of the
Opposition in the National
Assembly, said: “[Prime
Minister] Sehehbaz Sharif
is siphoning off money
from people’s pocket.”

He slammed the govern-
ment for its “failure” in
providing immediate relief
to the inflation-hit masses

and said: “Unemployment
and inflation are on the rise
in the country.” In his fierce
presser, the PTI leader also
criticised the Maryam
Nawaz-led Punjab govern-
ment for its popular deci-
sion about reducing the
price of roti (flat bread
made in tandoor) to Rs16,
saying that she did not now
about the “economy”.

To a question, Ayub wel-
comed the Saudi delegation
in the country and said:
“PTI will welcome whoev-
er invests in Pakistan.” A
day earlier, a high-level
delegation of Saudi Arabia
led by Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan
bin Abdullah arrived in
Pakistan on a two-day offi-
cial visit. The development
came after Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman Al
Saud, during a recent meet-
ing with PM Shehbaz, reaf-
firmed that Riyadh would
never leave Islamabad
alone.

He further said that
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
should have issued a state-
ment on Iran-Israel ten-
sions. The PTI leader also
slammed the incumbent
government over the lack
of healthcare facilities for
former first lady Bushra
Bibi in the Bani Gala sub-
jail. “Cameras have been
installed in Bushra Bibi’s
room and washrooms,” he
added. The PTI leader said:
“We are patriotic citizens.
We have to take Pakistan
forward.”

PTI founder will
be out of jail very
soon, says KP CM

Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal expressed his
profound appreciation for
the warm welcome and
hospitality accorded to him
and his delegation. He
termed his meetings with
the Pakistani leadership
very productive. 

The Saudi FM stressed
upon the importance of
strategic partnership
between the two countries
and expressed commitment
for strengthening of invest-
ment. He said that the dele-
gation was impressed with
the proactive and business
focused approach of the
Pakistani side. The minister
said that there were signifi-
cant investment opportuni-
ties in Pakistan, and termed
their visit 'very positive on
their perspective', which
would lay the groundwork
for future ventures. 

The untapped potential
in Pakistan needed to be
tapped, he emphasised.
Prince Faisal bin Farhan
further reaffirmed to con-
tinue working closely for
the economic progress and
regional security with his-
toric bilateral cooperation.
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar,
to another query, said that
the SIFC and launch of
Sovereign Wealth Fund
were established through
the acts of parliament. 

The Fund had a worth of
9 million dollars now as
against its initial launch at
$2.3million. Moreover, the
country had 10 trillion dol-
lars worth mineral assets,
he added. He said both the
countries enjoyed fraternal
ties and had historic back-
ground of common
approach at all the regional
and multi-lateral fora. 

He said the KSA was
hosting about 2.5 million
Pakistanis that formed 28
percent of total number of
Pakistani expatriates work-
ing abroad and they had
been sending 25 percent out
of the total remittances
received by the country. He
informed that the
Government of Pakistan
would export trained and
skilled workforce to meet
the KSA's new policy. 

The Saudi Foreign

Minister also lauded contri-
butions made by the
Pakistanis to the develop-
ment of KSA, expressing
the confidence that the pos-
itive contribution in their
economy would continue in
the future. The Saudi minis-
ter further said that the two
brotherly countries were
facing the challenges
together, cooperated and
relied on each other in the
past, and would continue in
the future. 

The two countries
believed in dialogue to end
the global challenges, he
reiterated. Meanwhile,
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Senator Ishaq Dar on
Tuesday said that the Saudi
investment in Pakistan,
would not only strengthen
the deeply valued partner-
ship but also make a ster-
ling contribution to region-
al peace and stability.

The foreign minister,
addressing the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) Forum held
here and attended by the
visiting high-powered
Saudi delegation, led by
Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al
Saud, said that the incum-
bent government's goal was
to transform Pakistan into a
hub for economic activity
and innovation, creating an
attractive environment for
global investors, particular-
ly those from Saudi Arabia.
The visiting delegation
consists of Saudi Minister
of Water and Agriculture,

Eng. Abdulrahman
Abdulmohsen AlFadley;
Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources, Bandar
Ibrahim Alkhorayef;
Assistant Minister of
Investment, Ibrahim bin
Yousef Al-Mubarak; Head
of Saudi Special
Committee, Mohammed
Maziad Al-Tuwaijri; and
senior officials from
Ministry of Energy and
Saudi Public Investment
Fund.

The foreign minister
assured the delegation that
the Saudi investment in
Pakistan was not just the
placement of capital, rather
it would prove to be instru-
mental for mutual progress
and prosperity. The foreign
minister reaffirmed that the
Saudi investment in
Pakistan would be handled
with the utmost respect and
through institutionalized
mechanisms.

He told the gathering
that Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia shared deep-rooted
ties, anchored in rich
Islamic heritage and mutual
strategic interests and the
Saudi delegation's visit
underscored a deep and
abiding connection
between the two countries.
He said a longstanding and
time-tested friendship with
Saudi Arabia was a signifi-
cant element of Pakistan's
foreign policy with an aim
to transform the traditional-
ly fraternal ties into a
strategic economic partner-
ship.

Pakistan, KSA call for truce

Balochistan
faces wrath of

devastating
flash floods

F.P. Report

QUETTA: Rainfall played
havoc with various parts of
Balochistan as flash floods
hit several districts of the
southwestern province.
Harnai and adjoining areas
experience flooding in
local rivers and nullahs as
land link with several areas
severed. Traffic could not
be restored at Harnai-
Quetta-Punjab highway for
the fourth day. 

Flooding has damaged
railway track suspending
railway traffic on Sibi-
Harnai railway section for
second day. Railway offi-
cials have said that the
repair work has been start-
ed at the track. Chagai dis-
trict administration has said
that some vehicles carrying
picnickers were swept
away in flooding water.
“The vehicles were
destroyed but the passen-
gers survived by fleeing to
the nearby hills,” district
administration stated.

At Toba Kakari in Pishin
a local dam developed
breach. “The PDMA and
irrigation department staff
filled earth around the dam
to strengthen it,” DC
Jumadad Mandokhel said.
“The earth filling has been
made in the dam’s outer
part after 48 years,” deputy
commissioner shared.
Floodwater of Nari River in
Naseerabad district has
entered in Bala Nari. The
local people being evacuat-
ed to safer places while the
wheat crop standing on
several acres in Mithri has
been destroyed in flooding.

Pakistan Meteorological
Department has forecast
more rains amid devastat-
ing flash floods in
Balochistan. According to
the Met Office, more rains
are expected in the
province till April 19.
During the last 24 hours, 33
mm of rainfall recorded in
Quetta, 28 mm in Sibbi,
Dalbandin and Zhob 19
mm, Kalat 16, Sumingli 11,
Barkhan 07, Lasbela 05
and Nokundi 2mm. On
Monday, strong winds and
gusty winds prevailed in
Gwadar, Kech, Panjgur and
Turbat.

Operation
ongoing in

katcha area:
Sharjeel 

F.P. Report

KARACHI: An anti-bandit
operation ongoing in
katcha area and the situa-
tion has improved, provin-
cial minister Sharjeel
Memon claimed here while
talking to media on
Tuesday.

Information Minister
Sharjeel Memon said that
the law and order is not
only Sindh’s problem, but
also a nationwide issue. He
said, 11 outlaws have been
killed in encounters in
April in Karachi, while 60
accused were arrested in
injured condition. “Overall,
104 accused arrested this
month,” Sindh’s minister
said.

He said those involved
in murders during robberies
are mostly illegal immi-
grants. He suggested com-
pensation for the families
of the street crime victims
dying during crime. “If the
MQM intends politicking
over street crimes, we don’t
care about their any line of
action”, he said.

“Sindh’s home minister
and IG Sindh Police are
present in Shikarpur,” com-
menting on situation in
katcha area the minister
said. “We will soon control
the situation,” he said.
Provincial information
minister blamed the care-
taker government for wors-
ening law and order in the
province.

He claimed that 13
hostages have been recov-
ered in Ghotki, Kashmore
and other areas in last 15
days. “Three abductees of
Shikarpur have also been
recovered,” he said. “Six
persons were saved from
being kidnapped under
honey trap,” he said.

ECP suspends
notification of
Balochistan PA
speaker’s win

QUETTA (INP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has sus-
pended the notification of
Abdul Khaliq Khan's victo-
ry in the general elections
and ordered re-polling at 12
polling stations in the
provincial constituency
PB-51 (Chaman) on April
21.

The decision comes after
petitions were filed by Mr.
Khan's opponents,
Muhammad Asghar
Achakzai of the Awami
National Party (ANP),
Abasin Achakzai, and
Muhammad Sadiq, alleging
irregularities in the polling
process. Mr. Khan had won
the PB-51 seat with 20,390
votes, defeating Mr.
Achakzai, who received
19,623 votes. However, the
losing candidates chal-
lenged the results, accusing
the ECP of rigging the
polls.

The ECP, after review-
ing the petitions, ordered
re-polling at 12 polling sta-
tions: 56, 57, 61, 62, 79, 89,
90, 91, 95, 106, 129, and
130.

The re-polling will be
held on April 21 from 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM, and the
final results for PB-51 will
be announced after the re-
polling is completed. This
decision has significant
implications for the
Balochistan Assembly, as
Mr. Khan currently serves
as the Speaker. His removal
from the post could lead to
a change in leadership in
the provincial legislature.

LHC suspends
PML-N 

candidate’s win
notification

F.P. Report

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court on Tuesday suspended
the notification of success of
PML-N candidate Rana
Arshad from PP-133, Nanka
Sahib, and gave time to the
ECP to submit a reply.

Justice Shahid Karim
passed the order on a plea by
Muhammad Atif of Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC) chal-
lenging the notification of
Rana’s success. A counsel for
the petitioner stated that his
client won the election by a
margin of 3500 votes, but the
ECP declared the respondent
successful after recounting of
votes. He said the returning
officer reduced the petition-
er’s votes in the recount and
declared his defeat with a
margin of 2,500 votes. It is
pertinent to mention here that
on April 6 Rana Muhammad
Arshad of Muslim League-
Nawaz (PMLN) was Friday
declared successful from PP-
133 after vote recount.
According to the returning
officer, Rana Muhammad
Arshad of PMLN got 44,323
while independent candidate
Mian Atif got 41,632 votes.
Rana Arshad was declared
successful with a margin of
2,691 votes.

Meanwhile, the Lahore
High Court on Tuesday
declared the success notifica-
tion of PML-N MNA from
NA-81, Gujranwala as void
on the plea of rival PTI can-
didate.

The high court’s Justice
Shahid Karim granted peti-
tion of PTI candidate Bilal
Ijaz against the election com-
mission’s decision. “How the
election commission could
neglect the Supreme Court’s
decision,” the bench ques-
tioned. “Isn’t neglecting the
apex court’s verdict a con-
tempt of court,” the bench
observed. “How could the
election commission inter-
vene after completion of the
election process,” the court
questioned.

PTI candidate Bilal Ijaz in
his petition said that he won
in February 08 election with
over 7,000 votes’ lead. “In
recounting PML-N candidate
Azhar Qayyum Nahra was
declared winner with 3,100
votes’ margin”. “In recount-
ing over 10,000 votes of the
petitioner were discarded,”
Bilal Ijaz pleaded.

WASHINGTON: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Muhammad Aurangzeb meeting with
Regional Vice President for MCT, IFC Hela Cheikhrouhou.
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