IED blast kills one in Bajaur

F.P. Report

KHAR: A generator mechanic was killed
and his driver was injured when the vehi-
cle they were travelling in was targeted
with an improvised explosive device
(IED) in Mamond tehsil of Bajaur dis-
trict, police informed on Monday. Police
said the blast occurred in Bandagai area
of Mamond tehsil where the vehicle of a

generator mechanic named Etebar Khan

was targeted with an IED.
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Two children burnt to death

D I KHAN: Two children were burnt to
death while four people were scorched
due to fire in a house here on Monday.
Fire caused due to unknown reasons
erupted house of Colonel Saqib located
inside Imamia Gate in Dera Ismail Khan.
As aresult of fire, 8-year-old daughter and
10-year-old son of Colonel Saqib were
burnt to death while he himself along with
four family members was scorched.

F.P. Report
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e Minister, Shehbaz Sharif.

Annual
budget likely
to be presented

on June 8
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The annual
budget session of the
National Assembly has
been scheduled to com-
mence on June 5 at Spm. It
confirmed that the session
will mark the beginning of
discussions on the federal
budget for the upcoming
fiscal year.

According to media
reports, the decision to
present the federal budget
for the next fiscal year in
the National Assembly has
been finalized for June 8.
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb is
slated to present the budg-
et, outlining the govern-
ment's financial plans and
allocations across various
sectors.

Following the budget
presentation, debates on the
proposed budget are set to
kick off from June 10.
Members of the National
Assembly will engage in
detailed discussions,
analysing the budgetary
proposals and their poten-
tial impact on the nation's
economy and welfare. The
approval of the budget is
expected to be sought in the
last week of June, follow-
ing the conclusion of Eidul
Azha.

Meanwhile, the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Assembly
has already presented its
budget for the fiscal year
2024-25, with a surplus of
Rs100 billion. KP Finance
Minister Aftab Alam pre-
sented the budget. The total
revenue for the province
was estimated at Rsl,754
billion, while the total
expenditure was Rs1,654
billion. Under the new
budget, basic salaries for
government employees will
see a 10% increase, along-
side a corresponding 10%
rise in monthly pensions.
Additionally, the minimum
monthly wage is set to rise
from Rs32,000 to
Rs36,000, aimed at
improving the livelihoods
of workers across the
province.

Eight die
as jeep falls

into gorge
F.P. Report

SHANGLA: Eight mem-
bers of a family including
women and children died
and several others injured
when a jeep fell into a
gorge here on Monday.
Federal = Minister  for
Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and Saffron,
Engr Amir Mugam grieved
over loss of the precious
lives.

According to details, a
jeep heading to Pagorai
from Balay Baba skidded
off road and plunged into a
ditch. As a result of acci-
dent, eight family members
including women and chil-
dren were killed.

The local people and
rescue teams through col-
lective efforts pulled up the
bodies and shifted them to
District Hospital Alpuri.
Minister Kashmir Affairs,
Gilgit Baltistan and Safron,
Engr Amir Mugam
expressing deep grief over
the loss of eight precious
lives in the dreadful acci-
dent has expressed his sym-
pathies with the bereaved
families.

Centre, KP govt
resolve power problem

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi, Federal Minister Owais Leghari,
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur Monday
assured the public that concrete steps are
being taken to alleviate the power crisis

affecting the country.

Addressing a press conference jointly in
Islamabad, they addressed the pressing
issue of load shedding and the measures
being taken to resolve it. Speaking on the
occasion, Mohsin Naqvi said the KPK
government and the federal power min-
istry have been engaged in discussions for
the last few days to address the ongoing
load-shedding crisis in the province.

“The talks proved to be highly produc-
tive, with both parties working towards a
common goal of providing relief to the
public,” he added. The Interior Minister
affirmed that the crisis in KPK has been

addressed.

"We understand the challenges faced by
our citizens. Measures are being imple-
mented to address and resolve these
issues," Naqvi stated. Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur said that efforts are being
made to address the system's deficiencies
and ensure relief to the masses from load
shedding. Gandapur said that a viable
solution has been identified that will pro-
vide significant relief from load shedding.
"We have found a way that will offer
relief. The focus is to make KPK load
shedding-free," he reiterated.

"We aim to eradicate load shedding
from our province. Federal and provincial

institutions will work together to achieve

this goal,"

tions.

Gandapur said. The Chief
Minister highlighted that the primary goal
of these discussions was to provide relief
to the public and find sustainable solu-

The talks also covered the financial

aspects related to electricity provision.

"We are making efforts to ensure that all
our dues will be paid. Gandapur empha-
sized that KPK deserves relief from load
shedding due to its significant contribution
to electricity production.

"All institutions will work together. Our
province has been facing severe load shed-
ding problems, which also lead to law and
order issues," he stated. "We have found a
way that will provide relief to the public.
He expressed gratitude for the mutual
understanding and cooperation achieved
during the meetings.

By resolving the issues with the fed-

eral government, we will address the

financial obligations as well," he said.
Federal Minister Owais Leghari said that
load shedding can be reduced by elimi-
nating electricity theft in the country.
"The solution to load shedding lies in
preventing electricity theft”, he said
adding that What we are implementing
in KPK will be replicated in other
provinces as well. Leghari further added
that the province of KPK is currently
generating electricity and supplying it to
the national grid. Owais Leghari reiterat-

ed the commitment to tackling electrici-

ty theft as a crucial step towards ending
load shedding.

PM declares May 28
as public holiday

E.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday declared May 28 as
public holiday to mark
Youm-e-Takbeer, when
Pakistan performed nuclear
tests in the hills of Chagai,
Balochistan making coun-
try’s defence impregnable.

In a statement prime min-
ister stated that Youm-e-
Takbeer  reminds the
Pakistani nation of unity to
make the defence of the
country invincible, said a
news release issued by the
PM House. On this day in
1998, the entire nation decid-
ed for the integrity of the
country, that there would be
no compromise by accepting
any external pressure on
national defence, he added.

PM  Shehbaz  Sharif
remarked, ‘“Youm-e-Takbeer
reminds of becoming united
under the one flag to
strengthen the defence of this
country of political and
defence forces.” He said
Youm-e-Takbeer was the day

of renewing pledge to always
thwart the nefarious designs
of the external as well as
internal enemies who want to
endanger the country through
their chaotic politics. “This is
also the day of paying trib-
utes to the measures taken by
then Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and Pakistan Army to
making the national defence
invincible,” he added.

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif had
an excellent telephone call
with his Norwegian counter-
part Jonas Gahr Store and
appreciated Norway's deci-
sion to recognize the State of
Palestine in wake of Israel's
atrocious military aggression.

The two leaders wel-
comed the recent decision of
the International Court of
Justice, ordering Israel to halt
its heinous actions in Gaza
and Rafah. Both Norway and
Pakistan firmly believe that
the UN backed two-state
solution offers the best path
to lasting peace in the Middle
East.

Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif hoped that the bold
and principled decision by
Norway, Spain and Ireland
would encourage other coun-
tries to follow suit in recog-
nizing the statehood of
Palestine. He expressed the
optimism that the internation-
al community pays similar
attention to the plight of
brave, innocent Kashmiris
who are also facing brutal
occupation and oppression
for the past 76 years.

Shehbaz Sharif and Jonas
Gahr Store also exchanged
views on Pakistan-Norway
ties and expressed a shared
desire to further strengthen
their friendly and cordial
relations, especially in trade
and investment. Shehbaz
Sharif said he is grateful to
the  Norwegian  Prime
Minister for complimenting
the Pakistani diaspora in
Norway who are a bridge
between both countries. He
extended a warm invitation
to Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Store to undertake an official
visit to Pakistan at his earliest
convenience.

Sana: Nawaz all set to play
proactive role in politics

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Announcing the
ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
intra-party elections,
Prime Minister’s Adviser
on Public and Political
Affairs Rana Sanaullah has
said that party supremo
Nawaz Sharif will be seen
proactively "playing his
role in national politics
soon".

Sanaullah, addressing a
press conference in Lahore
on Monday, announced
that the ruling party com-
menced the process of the
intra-party elections by the
PML-N’s constitution and
an election commission
was also established by a

central working commit-
tee. The former federal
minister said that nomina-
tion papers were issued
from 9am to Spm today
which would also be con-
tinued before 12pm by
tomorrow (Tuesday).
"Scrutiny of the nomina-
tion papers will be per-
formed at 1pm, whereas,
candidates could withdraw
their nominations by
2:30pm, tomorrow."

He added: “Overall, 11
nominations have been
issued so far. At 3pm
tomorrow, final lists of the
candidates will be issued
and a general council’s
session will be held after-
wards.” He added that the

party would organise the
polls for electing its presi-
dent at 4pm today.
Sanaullah went on to say
that Bashir Memon, Irfan-
ul-Haque Siddiqui, Ishaq
Dar, Raja Muhammad
Farooq, Hafiz Hafeez-ur-
Rehman and Shah Ghulam
Qadir have received their
nomination papers today.
He said that Shahid
Khagan Abbasi — a dis-
gruntled PML-N leader
who had applied to register
a new political party last
month — could also sub-
mit his nominations, how-
ever, the scrutiny commit-
tee will decide on his “eli-
gibility” to contest the
party’s intra-party polls.
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Street crime:
Man shot
dead over

resistance
FE.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Armed men
gunned down a citizen over
resistance during a street
crime in Gulbahar area of
the provincial capital on
Monday.

According to details,
armed motorcyclists inter-
cepted a citizen near
Educators School Javed
Town and asked to hand
over the mobile phone.
Over resistance, the cul-
gunned down
Muhammad Asim Siddiqui
s/o Gulzar Ahmed hailing
from Javed Town and sped
the scene with snatched cell
phone.

DSP Gulbahar Circle,
Mukhtar Ali along with
police team reached the
scene and shifted the body
to hospital for postmortem.
The police collected the
CCTYV footage of the inci-
dent and after registering a
case into the incident start-
ed investigations.

Sardar
Tanveer
granted bail

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Isl-
amabad sessions court has
ordered the release of for-
mer prime minister of Azad
Kashmir Sardar Tanveer
Ilyas by granting him bail.
Tanveer Ilyas’s counsel
stated that maximum con-
viction under the section
was of three years. He
demanded that accused
Tanveer Ilyas must be
granted bail. He also
informed the court that his
client Ilyas’s confiscated
passport had also been
returned. During the hear-
ing, Federal Investigation
Agency’s (FIA) officials
presented the record in
court. However, the FIA
prosecutor raised reserva-
tions on the bail of Sardar
Tanveer Ilyas.
Consequently, Judicial
Magistrate Abbas Shah
approved the bail of Ilyas
in illegal diplomatic pass-
port case against
Rs100,000 surety bonds.
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas was
accused of possessing his
diplomatic passport after
stepping down from the
position of premier.

Pakistan set to
launch satellite

into space
E.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's
second  communication
satellite, Paksat MMI, is
set for launch this
Thursday, in a significant
move for the country's
space and communication
technology, says in media
reports.

This advanced satellite,
developed by Pakistani sci-
entists and  engineers
through relentless effort,
marks a major step forward
in the nation’s aspirations
to enhance internet connec-
tivity across all regions.
The Space and Upper
Atmosphere Research
Commission (Suparco) has
been at the forefront of this
ambitious project, with a
vision to bring reliable
internet services to every
corner of Pakistan. The
upcoming launch of Paksat
MML1 is poised to turn this
dream into reality, provid-
ing a much-needed boost to
the country’s digital infra-
structure. Paksat MM1 is
designed to significantly
enhance communication
capabilities, ensuring wide-
spread internet coverage.
This development is partic-
ularly crucial for remote
and underserved areas,
where internet access has
been limited or non-exis-
tent. By bridging this digi-
tal divide, Suparco aims to
foster greater socio-eco-
nomic development and
digital inclusion.

On May 11, Pakistan
had announced plans to
launch a new satellite into
space, following the suc-
cessful deployment of the
iCube Qamar satellite. The
MMI1 was scheduled to be
launched on May 30,
according to a spokesper-
son of the Space and

Upper Atmosphere
Research Commission
(Suparco).

Five soldiers
martyred

23 terrorists killed 1n
operations; COAS visits CMH

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI:  Twenty
three terrorists were killed
by the security forces in
three seperate operations in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pro-
vince.

On Sunday, an intelli-
gence based operation was
conducted in general area
Hassan Khel, Peshawar
District, where six terrorists
were successfully neutral-
ized by the security forces
and multiple hideouts were
busted. Captain Hussain
Jehangir and Havildar
Shafiq Ullah also embraced
Shahadat on 26 May, while
fighting gallantly.

On Monday, in another
operation conducted in
Tank District, own troops
effectively engaged the ter-
rorists' location, as a result
of which ten terrorists were
sent to hell.

The third engagement
occurred in general area
Bagh, Khyber District,
wherein, the security forces
sent seven terrorists to hell,
while two terrorists were
injured.

However, during the
intense exchange of fire,
five brave soldiers; Naik
Muhammad Ashfaq Butt
(age 32 years; resident of
district Kahuta), Lance
Naik Syed Danish Afkar
(age 30 years; resident of
district Poonch), Sepoy
Taimoor Malik (age 32
years; resident of district
Layyah), Sepoy Nadir

Sageer (age 22 years; resi-
dent of district Bagh) and
Sepoy Muahmmad Yasin
(age 23 years; resident of
district Khushab), having
fought gallantly, embraced
Shahadat.

A large quantity of
Weapons, ammunition &
explosives was also recov-
ered from the killed terror-
ists, who remained actively
involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities against the
security forces as well as
the innocent civilians.
Sanitization operations are
being carried out to elimi-
nate any other terrorist
found in the area. Security
forces are determined to
wipe out the menace of ter-
rorism from the country
and such sacrifices of our
brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve.

Namaz-e-Janaza of
Sepoy Taimoor Shaheed
(age 32, resident of district
Layyah), Sepoy Nadir
Sagheer Shaheed (age 22,
resident district Bagh),
Sepoy Muhammad Yaseen
Shaheed (age 23, resident
of district Khushab), Lance
Naik Syed Danish Afkar
Shaheed (age 30, resident
of district Poonch) and
Naik Ashfaq Butt Shaheed
(age 32, resident of district
Kahuta), who embraced
Shahadat during an intense
exchange of fire with ter-
rorists at general area Bagh,
Khyber  district, was
offered in  Peshawar
Garrison today.

General Syed Asim
Munir, NI (M), Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) and a
large number of military &
civil officials attended the
funeral. Later on, COAS
visited CMH Peshawar to
inquire about the well being
of troops injured during the
operation. COAS appreci-
ated their high morale and
reaffirmed the resolve of
the Nation to fight the ter-
rorism with full vigor and
spirit. Shuhada will be laid
to rest with full military
honor at their respective
native towns. Earlier on
arrival, COAS was
received by Commander
Peshawar Corps.

Meanwhile, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi on
Monday expressed his con-
dolence on the martyrdom
of five personnel in the
operation  in  district
Khyber. The Governor
prayed for the departed soul
and the ranks of the martyrs
and patience for the
bereaved families.

The Governor expressed
his heartfelt sympathy to
the families of the martyrs.
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi said that the entire
nation appreciates the sacri-
fices of the security forces
in the war against terror-
ism. Faisal Karim Kundi
salutes the martyrs of the
security forces who sacri-
ficed their precious lives
for the establishment of
peace.
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PESHAWAR: Chief of the Army Staff, General Asim Munir inte

injured soldier during his visit to CMH.
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Nothing in KP budget
tor people: Opp leader

PESHAWAR (APP): Leader
of the Opposition Dr
Ibabullah while starting
debate on Budget Session for
financial year 2024-25 in the
Speaker Babar Salim Swati
in chair, said that the incum-
bent KP government passed
first two budgets of the care-
taker government and the
current budget is this assem-
bly's own budget but nothing
for people of the province.

Dr Ibad raised question
that for the first time in histo-
ry, the province broke the tra-
dition and presented the
budget before the federation.
He said that the budget of the
province depends on the rev-
enue received from the
Federation up to 92 percent.
The current budget is nothing
but a political stunt, Dr Ibad
said. He said that it is impor-
tant to know the motives
behind presenting the budget
so quickly and then passing
it. He said that the current
budget of KP is nothing but a
fantasy. Dr Ibad expressed
that the budget is the most
important document regard-
ing expenditure and revenue
of any province. He said that
health, education, IT, Mines
and Mineral departments
have been fully ignored and
nothing for ongoing develop-
mental schemes and no pow-
ers has been given to local
bodies.

"Earlier, 84 percent of the
2023-24 budget was depend-
ent on federal funding while
more than 84 percent of the
current budget is to be met

from the federal govern-
ment." He said that the
province does not know how
much to get from federation
in various fields including
NSC. The province's own
revenue is Rs93 billion,
while the revenue received
from the federation is more
than Rs1200 billion, adding
out of Rs1200 billion, more
than 1100 billion is to be
found in the fight against ter-
rorism, levies and other sec-
tors, Dr Ibad informed the
House. "We don't know what
has been written in the budg-
et to the province as the cur-
rent budget consists only of
assumptions.” "The province
expected Rs 91.1 billion in
the war on terror last year but
got Rs 85.7 billion." If the
Chief Minister's KP style is
aggressive, how can it be
expected to get all these ben-
efits from federation, Dr Ibad
said.

Leader of the Opposition
Dr Ibadullah said that in the
current budget, the expenses
of the province in the next
fiscal year are 63 percent
higher, Minister of Finance
tell from where will they get
it? Maulana Lutfur Rehman
of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
Lutfur Rehman said that for
the first time, the provincial
budget was presented before
the federal budget which is
strange. He said that the sad
thing is that the budget of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa might
be passed before the federal
budget is presented.

He said that it would be

good if this budget is can-
celed and presented with real
figures after the federal budg-
et. He said that unfortunately,
the government could not
fulfill its goals in the last ten
years in this province. He
said that the expenditure has
not been incurred in the
budget of the last financial
year, so why was the supple-
mentary budget presented?
He said that there is a need to
form a committee against this
irresponsible behavior as the
debts of the province are
increasing enormously.

He said the economy of
the province is stagnant and
there is no increase in the rev-
enue of the province.
Unfortunately, no serious
steps have been taken to
increase the revenue of the
province, Lutfur Rehman
added. Thsanullah Miankhel
of PPP, said that allocation of
10  billion rupees for
Chashma Lift Canal in DI
Khan is welcome and good
initiative but unfortunately
out of these money for this
project, allocated only 2 bil-
lion rupees.

He said that Rs3 billion
have been allocated for non-
productive projects like BRT.
He said that BRT Phase will
not be allowed to start until
the Chashma Lift Canal
Project is started. The
announcement for DI Khan
Motorway is being welcome
so the government should
inform about buying or plan-
ning to buy land for DI Khan
Motorway, said Miankhel.
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Lawmakers complain to
CM of power load-shedding

KARACHI (APP): The
Parliamentarians on
Monday complained to the
Sindh Chief Minister of
continuous load-shedding
of electricity during the
conditions of prevailing

heat wave and scorching
heat across the province.
They expressed their
reservations pertaining to
different issues during their
one-on-one meeting with
the chief minister at his

chamber here on Monday.

Those, who called the
CM were one Member of
National Assembly (MNA)
Jam Abdul Kareem and
eight Members of the
Provincial Assembly
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PAKISTAN RAILWAYS
I A INVITATION TO E-BID

Divisional Superintendent, Pakistan Railways Peshawar invites electronic bid on
Pakistan Railway Composite Schedule of Rates-2016 (Peshawar Division), and
through rates from the contractors having certificate with relevant category of C-4
or above and specialization in CE-10 & EE-11 from Pakistan Engineering Council for
the year 2023-24, on Single stage - Two envelope system (Technical / Financial Bid)
and also included in the active Taxpayers list (ATL) of F.B.R for the under mentioned
work. Narne of firm /agency on CDR is mandatory.

# Description Approximate Earnest Period of
Cost Money Completion
1 | Special Repair / UpGradation | Rs.67585604/- | Rs.3379280/- | 08 Months

of Washing Lines at Peshawar
Cantt.

2. Tender documents can be obtained from http: https://eprocure.gov.pk
Bidders must submit their bids both technical and financial, through E-Pak
Acquisition & Disposal System (E- PADS). Technical Bids must be accompanied
by a scanned copy of Bid Security in the form of CDR/ Pay order, in the name of
Divisional Accounts Officer, Pakistan Railways Peshawar amounting to
Rs.3.379 Million. Whereas, bid security in original shall be submitted in the
office of Divisional Superintendent, Pakistan Railways Peshawar (Works
Accounts Branch) along with other necessary documents as stated in bidding
documents. Tender must be uploaded on E- PADS at 12:00 or before, on 13
June, 2024.

3. Only bids through EPAD will entertained and no other bid will be accepted
except EPAD. Technical bids will be opened on same date in the chamber of
Divisional Accounts Officer, Pakistan Railways, Peshawar at 12:30 hoursin the
presence of the representatives of the firms who want to be witness.
Financial bids of only technically qualified firms will be opened for which time
and date will be communicated to qualified firms accordingly.

Note: This bidding notice is also available on Pakistan Railways web site

www.pakrail.com and PPRA web site (www.ppra.org.pk).

(SANA ULLAH)

for, Divisional Superintendent
P. R Peshawar

(Ph: No. 091-9210695)

No. 1012-WA/20/PSC/2022-23
“J”/C.L. LL?’L..&’/;}}',/J//JU;}_/’
PID (P) 162/24
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FOR LOCAL TRANSPORTATION OF WHEAT ON PR TO PR BASIS
INCLUDING CHITRAL DISTRICTS (LOWER IN & UPPER)
MAIN AND LOCAL FOR THE YEAR 2024-25

1. Sealed Tenders are invited for transportation of wheat on PR to PR basis for PRCs of Districts
Peshawar, Nowshera, Azakhel, Charsadda, Mardan, Swabi Dargal, Dir Upper Dir Lower, Swat,
Buner, Shangla, Haripur, Havelian, Mansehra, Battagram, Kohistan, Kohat, Hangu, Kurram,
Bannu, S.Nurang, Karak D.I. Khan, South Wazinstan (Wana). Chitral Lower and Chitral Upper
(Main & Local). Tender forms can be obtained @ Rs.2000/- per Form on PR to PR and 5000/-
from Down District to Chitral Lower and Chitral Upper (Main) (Stationery charges non refundable)
per centre from Food Directorate Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Haji Camp Adda, G.T Road Peshawar till
12.06. 2024 during the working hours.

2. Tender forms shall be issued to registered carriage contractors /firms of Food Department who
have renewed their registration for the year 2024-25 and are registered with KPRA.

3. Eachtender form shall be accompanied with earnest money amounting to Rs. 1.00 Million (One
million) in shape of call deposit from Khyber Bank or any schedule Bank in the name of Director
Food, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, for all stations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Rs.5,000,000/- (Rupees
Five Million) each for Chitral Lower/Upper (Main) (Direct from down districts)

4, The approved/lowest firm/carriage contractors will follow the directions/instruction of ICT Based
intervention (Project) of Food Department Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

5. Notenderformwill be issued on the tender opening day

6. Flatrate perton (Net weight) shall be quoted

7. Incomplete tender form shall not be accepted

8. Proof of NTN/KPRA registration will be attached with the tender form

9. The contractor is bound to pay Income Tax, KPRA Sales Tax on services, Stamp Duty, DPR Funds
and Professional Tax according to the prescribed rates fixed by the Government

10. On approval of rates, the successful bidders shall have to execute contract agreement with Food
Department within 15 (Fifteen) days, the earnest money will be adjusted as security, failing to
execute contract agreement with in the stipulated period, the same will be forfeited in favour of the
Government

11. Tenders will be received at 10:00 AM and will be opened on the same day at 11:00 AM on
13.06.2024 in the presence of Tender Opening Committee and Carriage Contractors or their
authorized representatives in Food Directorate, Haji Camp Adda, G.T.Road Peshawar

12. The competent authority may reject the tenders in part or in full on the basis of cogent
ground/reasons

13. Any other information, if required, may be obtained from Food Directorate, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Haji Camp Adda, GT Road, Peshawartill one day before tender opening date during working hours.

14. The proceedings during the tender opening shall be video recorded for transparency. Copy of the

(MPAs) of Sindh including
Dr. Sikandar Shoro, Adeel

Altaf Unar, Arbab
Lutufullah, Taj
Mohammed Mallah, Arbab
Amir Abdullah, Malik
Asad  Sikandar Khan,

Seema Khurrum and Eijaz
Sawat.

All the parliamentarians
informed Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah of
the problems of their con-
stituencies and their solu-
tions.

They discussed issues of
load-shedding, health, edu-
cation, drainage of sewer-
age water and development
projects in detail.

They complained that
the power companies had
continued the load-shed-
ding even in the conditions
of heat wave and scorching
heat in the province.

The CM responded that
the provincial government
had warned the power
companies including
HESCO, SEPCO and KE.

He said that the provin-
cial government was
making all-out efforts to
resolve the issues of the
people.

CM reviews
facilities,
1ssues of SEZs

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif chaired a
meeting to review facilities
and issues faced by Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) in
Punjab, here on Monday.

The CM said, “We want
to set up an industrial estate
on a plug and play model”.
She added, “They will fix
issues of the past by pro-
viding maximum facilities
to the industry.”

The chief minister
expressed indignation at the
failure of institutions con-
cerned to promote industry
in the province, and direct-
ed to change heads and
boards of the industrial
estates for their poor per-
formance. She said a per-
formance audit of heads of
industrial estates and their
teams will be conducted.

An industrial estate
should be used for the same
purposes for which it was
established, she added.
Senator Pervaiz Rashid,
Senior Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb,
Information &  Culture
Minister Azma  Zahid
Bukhari and MPA Sania
Ashiq attended the meeting.
Chief Secretary Zahid
Akhtar Zaman, Finance
Secretary Mujahid Sher Dil,
Secretary Industry Ehsan
Bhutta and other relevant
officers were also present.

CM takes notice of stu-
dent’s rape in Wazirabad:
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has
taken notice of an incident
of alleged rape of a student
by two persons in
Wazirabad. The CM also
sought a report from the
inspector general Police
and said the accused should
be punished as per law.

DC reviews
dengue

surveillance

LAHORE (APP): An anti-
dengue drive initiated by
the district administration
is in full swing under which
surveillance is being car-
ried out at various points in
the provincial capital.

Deputy Commissioner
Rafia Haider on Monday
visited Mazong area
where she inspected anti-
dengue arrangements and
instructed the house own-
ers about dengue preven-
tive measures.

She checked houses,
empty plots and commercial
markets of the area and
assessed the close monitor-
ing of dengue larva elimina-
tion. She observed the atten-
dance and performance of
anti-dengue squad deputed
on field duty in the area.

Similarly, Assistant
Commissioner City Rai
Baber visited UC-72 Bilal
Ganjh to inspect anti-
dengue arrangements.

video can be obtained on payment of cost
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Public Notice

, Shabana Shuja (14301-
I7660483—4), wife of

Qazi Shuja Uddin, have
lost the original documents
for my plot (11.1 marla)
whose address is: Plot# 66,
Sector 4, Phase 1, KDA
Kohat. I have applied for
duplicate documents with
KDA Office. If anyone
finds it, please contact me

on cell # 0345-9100084.

Mashood opens first PM
Youth Development Centre

LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister's Youth Programme
Chairman Rana Mashood
Ahmad Khan has said that
the future of Pakistan lies in
the hands of its youth.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony of the Prime
Minister Youth Development
Centre at Superior University
here on Monday, he said that
opportunities were available
at national and international
levels for youths who were
passionate and committed.

He emphasized that it
was the government's job to
provide platforms and facili-
tate young minds, adding,
"We did this throughout our
life. We introduced a num-
ber of youth initiatives in the
past and are proud of it."

He noted that Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif had a special
vision for the youth, which
was why Punjab introduced
the first Youth Policy in 2010
when Shehbaz Sharif was
the Chief Minister of Punjab.
It was determined in the pol-
icy that if Pakistan were to
make progress, it must invest
in its youths, he
added.Consequently, the
Punjab government distrib-
uted laptops, established the
Punjab Education
Endowment Fund, Daanish
schools, and held youth fes-
tivals to engage the youth
positively. Additionally, the
Punjab Skill Development
Company was established to
impart skills to the youth, he
added. He mentioned that
the Punjab Endowment
Fund had started in 2008,
with 2 billion rupees added
to it annually. "Within ten
years, it had amassed 24 bil-
lion rupees. The profits from
the fund allowed the Punjab
government to cover the
educational expenses of the
poor but talented students,
benefiting  more  than
450,000  students," he
added.He highlighted that the
development of Punjab was a
part of Pakistan's develop-
ment but not the whole. The
challenge was to introduce a
system ensuring all provinces
progress together, he added.

He added that Allah
Almighty gave them another
opportunity as Shehbaz Sharif
was now the Prime Minister
of Pakistan. "We are going to
start the biggest Youth
Programme of Pakistan under
the banner of the Prime
Minister Youth Programme,
and soon the Pakistan
Endowment Fund will be
launched. Private university
students could also benefit
from it," he maintained.Rana
Mashood said another laptop
initiative would be launched
soon, allowing students of
government and private insti-
tutions to benefit from it.
Students would be provided
with laptops of their choice,
with banks offering loans for
them, while the Prime
Minister Youth Programme
would cover the interest, he

added. He also mentioned
that under the Innovation
Award Programme, the youth
would be fully supported if
their ideas were selected and
proved their worth.

He stated that the IT
industry currently stands at
$2.5 billion. "We are aggres-
sively investing in the IT sec-
tor, aiming to make it a $25
billion industry within the
next four years. In collabora-
tion with the National
Vocational and Training
Commission, projects are
being launched to engage 1
million to 1.5 million youths in
and outside Pakistan in various
streams, he added.

Rana Mashood said the
government, under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, was work-
ing for economic revival of

the country. "Due to positive
steps by the government,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar are
set to invest in Pakistan," he
said and added that Shehbaz
Sharif was going to China
soon, and it was hoped that
many industries would relo-
cate to Pakistan, opening
windows of opportunity in
every stream and creating
millions of jobs.

Earlier, the Prime
Minister's Youth Programme
chairman inaugurated the first
Prime  Minister ~ Youth
Development Centre at
Superior University.
Professor Dr.  Chaudhry
Abdul Rehman, Superior
University's Rector Sumaira
Rehman, students, and facul-
ty members welcomed Rana
Mashood Ahmad Khan on his
arrival.

PROJECT DIRECTORATE

Establishment of Institute of Criminology & Forensic Sciences

Address: Dept of Criminology, University of Peshawar, Pakistan

INVITATION TO BID (Single Stage Two Envelopes)

Sealed Bids are invited from registered contractors/firms/companies for “Supply & Installation of Solar System at
the Dept of Criminology Under the Project, Estt of Institute of Criminology & Forensic Sciences, University of
Peshawar” as per schedule given below:

Estimated | E/Money | Issuance of Bid ; : Submission of Opening of
CostRs: | CostRs: Documents Pra-Bxd Meeting Sealed Bids Technical Bids

From the date of On Thu 6t June | Upto Thu 13t June, | On Thu 13" June,
5,896,000/~ | 118,000/- | advertisementtill | 2024 at 10.00amin | 2024 till 10.00am by | 2024 at 10.30am in

Wed 12t June, the Dept of post/hand the Dept of

2024 Criminology Criminology

Source & Address for tender inquiries, collection & submission of the Bidding Documents is:
Mr. Muhammad Shakeel, Resident Engineer, Directorate of Works, Opp: Block-D Hostel, University of Peshawar
Cell: 0313-9119096, Email: muhammadshakeeluop@gmail.com

CONDITIONS:

the rules.

1. Only the contractor or owner of the firm/company will be issued the Bidding Documents on Non-Refundable
Fee of Rs.3,000/- upon submission of written application along with the following documents:

a) Copyof CNIC/NTN of the prospective bidder.

b)  Up-to-date Registration with PEC, FBR & KPRAhaving Active Status &AEDB (PPIB).

c¢) Up-to-date Registration asAOP with Registrar of Firms OR as Company with SECP.

d) An affidavit duly attested by an Oath Commissioner to the effect that the bidder has never been
blacklisted nor involved in disputes / litigations anywhere and that the documents attached with the
application are correct & nothing has been concealed.

2. Bids along with E/Money @2% of the bid in the shape of Call Deposit from bidder's account only in f/o the
Treasurer, University of Peshawar sealed in envelopes in the manner as specified in the Bidding Documents,
addressed to the undersigned should reach by the above deadline.

3. Inthe 1" Phase, Technical Bids will be opened by the Committee in the presence of the concerned bidders,
whereas, in the 2" Phase, Financial Bids of the technically qualified bidders will be opened for which date &
time will be later on communicated to the bidders.

4. Additional Security in flo Treasurer, University of Peshawar, if required, may be deposited in accordance with
the SRO.(14)Vol: 1-24/2021-22 Peshawar, the May 10, 2022.

5. The competent authority reserves the right o reject/accept any or all the bids with solid justification in light of

-Sd-, Prof. Dr. Basharat Hussain

Project Director

® 0 /GovtofPakistan
www.moib.gov.pk
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Nawaz cases

dismissed under
London Plan: Saif

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
the Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Information and Public
Relations, Barrister Saif,
has stated that under the
London Plan, cases
against Nawaz Sharif are
being dismissed while
new cases are being fabri-
cated against Imran Khan.
Approval for fresh cases
of treason against Imran
Khan has been granted in
the Punjab cabinet, he

added in a statement
issued on Monday.

He mentioned that
Nawaz Sharif and

Maryam Nawaz are fabri-
cating new cases of trea-
son against Imran Khan.
“This clique is attempt-
ing to save their weak
politics by falsely label-
ing Imran Khan as a trai-

tor. This nation belongs to
Imran Khan as much as it
does to any other citizen,
and the institutions too,”
Saif said.

Barrister Said said that
the Sharif family had
indulged in the most abu-
sive language against insti-
tutions, by deliberately
naming judges and gener-
als, mocking the institu-
tions. “The Supreme Court
attack and the Justice
Qayyum audio tapes are
on record of the Muslim
League-N,” he said while
adding that Nawaz Sharif
and Maryam Nawaz's
statements against sensi-
tive institutions are also on
record.

The nation also hasn't
forgotten the Raj Kamari
leaks story. Putting pres-
sure on courts is an old
tactic of the PML-N. But
everything is happening

under the London Plan.
Cases against Imran Khan
including Cipher, Al-
Qadir, and Idat are base-
less and false in the
courts. Therefore, Raj
Kamari and Nawaz Sharif
are worried and fabricat-
ing new cases.
Conspiracy groups plot-
ting Imran Khan's release
are  witnessing  their
decline. They don't want
Imran Khan to come out.

When Imran Khan
assumes power again, all
his cases will be
reopened, and these
thieves and dacoits will
not be allowed to embez-
zle the money of the
Pakistani people.

In light of recent polit-
ical maneuvers, it's evi-
dent that the power play
in Pakistan is intensify-
ing. Barrister Doctor
Saif's remarks shed light

on the ongoing political
dynamics, particularly the
interplay between the rul-
ing PTI and opposition
PML-N.

The mention of the
"London Plan" signifies a

broader narrative within ||

Pakistani politics, sug-
gesting external influ-
ences on internal affairs.

The allegations of fab-
ricated cases and political
vendettas reflect the
deep-rooted tensions
between the ruling party
and its opponents.

The assertion that
Imran Khan's adversaries
fear his return to power
underscores the high
stakes involved in
Pakistan's political land-
scape. As the situation
unfolds, the country
braces for further political
turbulence and legal
battles.

PTF delegation discusses traders

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: People's
Trade Forum (PTF) dele-
gation met with Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi for
redressal of problems fac-
ing by business communi-
ty in the provincial
metropolis Peshawar, on
Monday.

Provincial Information
Secretary of People's

Trade Forum and former |

focal person Federal
Minister Shahid Khan
said and added that in the
meeting with Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi, he
informed the governor
about the details of all
business organizations.
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi gave an assurance

on this occasion and said
that he will meet with all
the businessmen's organi-
zations and solve their
problems on a priority
basis. From the platform
of the People's Trade

A

\ \‘. 2

Forum, the problems of
the businessmen of
Peshawar will be raised at
the federal level as well.
The encroachments of
traders of Peshawar have
also been included on the

grievances with Govenor
i — | \ i )ff"./” 4k b ‘I'.

il

occasion of the upcoming
new financial year budg-
et. Governor House is
open for traders and the
problems of traders will
be solved on priority
basis.
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increasing temperature in the Provincial Capital. — APP photo

hg hot weather due to

Mayor hails role of DWO

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Mayor Peshawar Haji Zubair Ali has praised the role of Dir Welfare Organization (DWO) for the wel-
fare of the people of Peshawar and the selfless service of suffering humanity in the current era of inflation and unem-
ployment adding that such charitable organizations are indeed a blessing and gift to the society. He said such welfare
bodies must be encouraged and patronized at the level of government and well to do citizens. He was addressing as
chief guest at the oath taking ceremony of cabinet elect of DWO at Ijazabad Gulbahar Peshawar.

PESHAWAR: Members of Khyber Property Dealers Association protesting against misbehaviour of

Gulberg police.
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Power to remain
suspended

PESHAWAR (APP):
Peshawar Electric Supply
Company on Monday noti-
fied that due to maintenance
work power supply will
remain suspended from
Peshawar University Grid
Station on 29th May from
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM, resul-

tantly, consumers of
University Campus, Canal
Town, Malakandher,

Engineering, Regi, Taj Abad
2, Taj Abad, Achini Mera 1,2,
Hasan Zai, Sufaid Dheri,
Old Abdara, New Abdara
Road, JAE Academy Town,
Circular Road, DHA, HBK,
Askri 6, Commercial
Building Abdul Razak feed-
ers will face inconvenience.
Likewise,power supply
will remain suspended from
RMT Grid Station on 29th
May from 8:00 AM to 2:00
PM, resultantly consumers of
Safdar Abad 2, RMT,
Badizai, Dorani Media
colony, Sheikh Yasin and
Regi feeders will face incon-
venience The power supply
will also remain suspended
from Peshawar Cantt Grid
Station on 29th May from
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM, resul-
tantly consumers of Tehkal,
Islamia College, KTH,
Commercial , Jahangir Abad,
University Town, NCB, Air
Port , PAF Base, Saddar
Road, Mall Road, MES 1,2,
Old MES, Babu Ghari,
Marble Industry, CAA,
Palosi 1, Behari Colony,
Tehkal Payan , Bank of

| | Khyber , Babu Ghari, Marble

Industries, Jahangir Abad
Kababiyabn, Palosi 1, feed-
ers will face inconvenience.
The power supply will
remain suspended from
Pesco Colony Grid Station
on 29th May from 8:00 AM
to 2:00 PM, resultantly con-
sumers of Bank of Khyber,
Scarp 1, ICF, Darmangi,
Warsak Road and Jail feeders
will face inconvenience. The
power supply will remain
suspended from Taru Jabba
Grid Station on 29th May

~ | from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM,

resultantly consumers of
Scarp, Wapda Colony, PSO,
Akbar Pura, New Taru Jabba
New feeders will face incon-

|| venience. The power supply

will remain suspended from
Rehman Baba Grid Station
on 28th and 30th May from
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM, resul-
tantly consumers of Kachori,

Shalozai, Safdar Abad,
Khanmust, New Hazar
Khwani, Surizai, Phandu
Baba, Urmar 2, Hazar
Khwani, Yakatoot, New

Chairman Daftar, Jameel
Colony, Ring Road, Beri
Bagh, Rashid Ghari, Surizai,
Akhon Abad, Ring Road 2,
SID feeders will face incon-
venience.

Saudi Airlines executive
visits Hamza Foundation

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Station
Executive Saudi Arabian
Airlines Cum Chairman
AOC BKIAP (Airlines
Operators Committee -
Bacha Khan International
Airport Peshawar) Shahid
Ahmed khan along with a
Social worker from Karachi
Faiza  Naeem  visited
Hamza Foundation Welfare
Thalassemia Center and
Blood Transfusion Services
Peshawar KP at University
Town Peshawar.

The delegation was
warmly welcomed by ljaz
Ali Khan, Founder
Chairman Hamza

Foundation, Dr. Tariq Khan
medical director and Dr
Kashmala Shah, woman
Medical Officer of Hamza
Foundation. The manage-
ment of Hamza Foundation
Welfare Thalassemia
Center and Blood
Transfusion Services
Peshawar gave detail brief-
ing about the free of cost
welfare services of the
organization  especially
about free screened blood
services( by Cobas Elisa
fully automated
Computerized equipment E
411), lunch (food) and iron
chelation medicine to 1449
registered poor and under-
privileged Thalassemia and

Hemophilia patients of far
flung areas of KP.

The members of delega-
tion visited different sec-
tions of Hamza Foundation,
and met with patients’ kids
and their parents and also
distributed gifts among the
patients’ kids. The worthy
members of delegation
highly impressed by the
welfare services of Hamza
Foundation and promised
that they will continue to
provide every support to
the organization for the life
support of the poor patients
of the organization. Ijaz
khan presented hamza
Foundation shields to both
dignitaries.

Abbasi 1nspects various deptt
of Ayub Medical Complex

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Revenue and Estate Nazir
Ahmad Abbasi has said that
the Provincial Government
is trying to provide the best
performance and facilities
in the field of education and
health.

There is a significant
improvement in the educa-
tion and health sector in the
province. it is being made
possible to provide all
kinds of facilities to the
patients. It is the duty of the

medical staff to focus on
the care of the patients.

On the occasion of visit
to the Ayub Medical
Complex Abbotabad, he
also visited the injured in
the jeep accident and
inquired about their health.
Provincial Minister for
Revenue and Estate also
inspected the various
departments of the Ayub
Medical Complex. "
Provincial government
considers the best health
and education facilities as
the first priority, they will
not compromise on it." He

added.

On this occasion,
Provincial Minister Nazir
Ahmad Abbasi said that all
facilities should be provided
to the patients. = Medical
staff is here to provide better
patient care. All resources
are being utilized to provide
the best education and
health facilities across the
province. Provincial
Minister Nazir Ahmad
Abbasi met with patients
during his visit to Ayub
Medical Complex. He also
visited those injured in the
jeep accident.

Control dengue outbreak

Health Department
takes swift action

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Following

the emergence of dengue
cases in Rawalpindi, the
Health Department has
swiftly implemented
measures to combat the
spread of the disease
across the province.

Secretary Health
Mahmood Islam has
directed districts to expe-
dite efforts in controlling
dengue as per his instruc-
tions.

In light of this direc-
tive, Secretary Health has
instructed to enhance pre-
cautionary measures
throughout the province.

Health Minister

Mahmood

Secretary
Islam stated in a released
statement that in sensitive
areas regarding dengue,
all districts have been

provided  with  anti-
dengue medications.
Fogging is being con-
ducted during sunrise and
sunset in sensitive areas.

He further mentioned
that fogging is underway
in streets, markets, and
homes, while IRS spray-
ing is being conducted in
water ponds and other
breeding sites, mechani-
cally sweeping away lar-
vae.

According to the
Health Department, daily
review meetings are

being held based on the
instructions of relevant
authorities, with daily
reports being provided to
the Health Department.
Special teams are also
mobilized for larva dis-
posal, while stagnant
water in tires and pits is
also being eliminated.

Afforestation vital to reduce melting of glaciers

PESHAWAR (APP):
Notwithstanding to the ris-
ing temperature caused by
climate change, the glaciers
mostly located in
Hindukush and Himalaya
region in northern areas are
melting fast and the experts
feared of losing about
80per cent of the precious
source by an end of this
century if deforestation and
greenhouse gas emission
continued with an existing
scale in the region.
“Glaciers are  very
important source of provid-
ing water to millions of
people for drinking, irriga-
tion and  agriculture
requirement, and its melt-
ing could be significantly
reduced through whopping
plantations and reduction of
greenhouse gas emission
besides improving econom-
ic conditions of local com-
munities,” said Niaz Ali
Khan, former  Chief
Conservator of Forests KP
while talking to APP on
Monday.
“The

glaciers of

Himalaya and Hindukash
ranges—an important
source of providing fresh
water to millions of people
in the subcontinent includ-
ing Pakistan--are melting
fast due to climate change-
induced weather patterns.
Afforestration is the cheap-
est way to control its fast
melting imperative to
address the country’s water
woes,” said Niaz Ali.

He said climate change-
induced weather patterns,
rising temperature, poverty
and high rate of deforesta-
tion especially in Gilgit
Balistan and  Khyber
Pakthunkhwa’s community
and private lands have put
glaciers under heightened
danger there. Time has
come to work for addressal
of these key issues before
losing a precious source
forever,” he said.

Niaz Ali while citing a
report of Kathmandu based
International Centre for
Integrated Mountain
Development said that up
to 80% of glaciers’ volume

could be lost by the end of
this century if greenhouse
gas emissions and climate
change effects are not
sharply reduced in the
region.

“With constant loss of
glaciers, flash floods as evi-
dent of 2010 and 2022
floods in Pakistan would
likely to occur in coming
years especially in KP with
high chances of curtailment
of availability of fresh
water for millions of peo-
ple.”

He said Pakistan con-
tains more glaciers than any
other parts of earth outside
of the polar region, adding
our irrigation network com-
ing out of River Indus,
Swat, Punjkora, Kunhar,
Kabul and other rivers had
largely depended on these
glaciers which continuous-
ly re-charge our irrigated
system in all provinces
including Khyber
Pakthunkhwa.

Niaz Ali said ice and
snow in the Hindu Kush
Himalayan ranges are an

important source of water
for these rivers providing
fresh water to millions of
people from Swat to
Karachi and Gawadar to
Muzafarabad Azad
Kashmir.

He said Pakistan was a
unique country where over
7,253 glaciers were provid-
ing fresh water supplies to
people for irrigation, drink-
ing, agriculture and indus-
trial purposes.

Besides 2,253 mighty,
medium and small glaciers,
including Baltoro (63km),
Biafo (67km), Batura
(57km) found in Gilgit
Baltistan, he said the
Khyber  Pakthunkhwa’s
Upper Chitral district is
blessed with around 500
glaciers  especially at
Trichmir mountains ranges
providing freshwater to
downward  districts  of
Khyber Pakthunkhwa,
Punjab and Sindh provinces
through  rivers  Swat,
Panjokra, Kabul and Indus
throughout the year.

“The people living in

mountains areas, who had
contributed nothing to
global warming and green-
houses gas emissions are at
high risk of flooding and
GOLF lakes due to fast
melting of glaciers,” he
said, adding that present
adaptation efforts in mem-
bers countries are wholly
insufficient, and environ-
mentalists and  water
experts are extremely con-
cerned that without greater
support of international
community, these commu-
nities will be unable to cope
with this monster chal-
lenge.

“Once ice melts in gla-
cier regions, it is very diffi-
cult to put it back to its
frozen form. Once the ice
starts melting due to the
rise of temperature, it is
very hard to stop. So, with
glaciers, especially the big
glaciers in the Himalayas,
once they start losing mass,
that’s going to continue for
a really long time before it
can stabilize.”

National Water Policy

2018 has revealed that per
capita surface water avail-
ability has declined from
5,260 cubic meters per year
in 1951 to around 1,000
cubic meters in 2016 and
this quantity was likely to
further drop to about 860
cubic meters by 2025,
marking our transition from
a “water stressed” to a
“water scarce” country.

The policy revealed that
minimum water require-
ment to avoid food and
health implications of water
scarcity is about 1,000
cubic meters per capita per
year and the situation
underlined the need for
rapid development and
management of the coun-
try’s water resources espe-
cially completion of con-
struction of dams of
Mohmand and Diamir
Bhasha on priority basis to
conserve the precious com-
modities for future genera-
tion.

“The changing and
unpredictable precipitation
patterns may cause serious

water and environmental
consequences, including
flash floods, drought, water
logging and desertification
as we have seen last year’s
flooding and increasingly
prolonged droughts in the
southern parts of the coun-
try. With glaciers retreat, he
said more glacial lakes
would form like that of
Atabad lake in Gilgit
Baltistan besides increasing
the risk of Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOF).
“The weather conditions
had changed in recent years
as very hot weather was
being witnessed even in
April that was not so
decades before in Khyber
Pakthunkhwa due to lack of
rains and snow falls,” he
said.

Besides construction of
new dams, he said there
was a need to focus on
plantation to increase
chances of rains and snow
falls to control glaciers
melting. He said Pakistan’s
average annual rainfall was
ranging between

400milimeter (mm) to
1000mm while snowfall
ranged about 60 inches that
could be increased by
bringing more areas under
forestry cover especially in
high alpasture and glaciers
zones.

Niaz said the early start
of summer season and sub-
sequent heat waves in May
lead to fast melting of gla-
ciers, resulting in increased
chances of flooding and
waste of fresh water.

He said Pakistan was
badly affected by climate
change and global warming
as evidenced by 2022 foods
that caused over USD
40billion economic losses
to the country despite the
fact that it had not direct
role in greenhouse gasses
emissions.

He said Pakistan’s
afforestrations has been
globally appreciated and
expressed the hope that a
major funding share of
COP 27 UN fund would be
provided to climate change
vulnerable Pakistan.
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Three killed in
clash with rivals

HYDERABAD (INP):
Three people were
killed in firing between
two groups of Junejo
community over a land
dispute in Kacha area
near Sadiq Kalhoro of
Khairpur Gambat on
Monday. According to
media reports, the men
who are killed in the
exchange of heavy fire
in Kacha area are
included Naeem Junejo
and Ali Hasan Junejo.
As per the channel
report, the shooting is
continued between two
groups of Junejo com-
munity in Kacha area
till filing this report and
there is a fear of more
bloodshed. It reported
that the local police of
Sadiq Kalhoro have not
yet reached the spot to
stop firing between
groups. The heavy
exchange  of  fire
between groups has
spread panic in the area.
The local police have
confirmed the incident
of firing and killing of
three persons of Junejo
community on a land
dispute. On a contact,
the DSP said they are
investigating the inci-
dent.

Civil society
hold protest
F.P. Report

LARKANA: Civil Soc-
iety members arranged
protest against killing of
a 13-year-old boy Siraj
Odhana, who was shot
dead by two accused 3
days ago for resisting
sexual assault in Jogi
locality of Rato Dero
taluka of Larkana dis-
trict and demanded
arrest of the killers. A
protest demonstration
was held by the rela-
tives of the boy. On this
occasion, social
activists Jalbani, Dodo
Arabani, Sarfaraz
Arabani, Suraj Joyo,
Rehman Abro, Saber
Chandio, Ibrahim Joyo,
the family members of
the boy, Muhammad
Ali, Mohammad
Panhal, Rabeel Ali,
Abdul Wahab Nazeer
Ahmed. Babar Ali
Odhana said that an
innocent boy like Gulen
has been Kkilled inno-
cently, while lawless-
ness has increased in
Rutodero. Influential
residents have set fire to
the city, citizens have
stopped leaving their
children's homes in fear.
They said that the moth-
er of innocent Siraj is
waiting for justice with
tears of blood day and
night over the death of
her son.

Provision
of clean water
F.P. Report

TOBA TEK SING:
Assistant  Commissi-
oner Kamalia Iqra Nasir
said that providing
clean water to the peo-
ple is my first priority
because drinking clean
water is good for peo-
ple's health. This she
said while talking to
The Frontier Post that if
people do not get clean
water to drink, people
can suffer from various
diseases in which hepa-
titis disease is develop-
ing. My effort is to pro-
vide clean and transpar-
ent water to the people
of Kamalia so that the
people are safe from
diseases like hepatitis.

FESCO imposes
Rs.866.7m fine

FAISALABAD (INP):
The Faisalabad Electric
Supply Company
(FESCO) has imposed
Rs. 866.7 million fine on
8,405 electricity thieves,
caught during the last
260 days of anti-power-

theft campaign in
FESCO  region. A
FESCO spokesman

Tahir Sheikh said that
FESCO had launched a
vigorous anti-theft drive
in 8 districts of its region
and during 260 days of
this campaign the anti-
theft teams of the com-
pany caught 8405 power
pilferers including 27
electricity thieves during
last 24 hours. The com-
pany had imposed a total
fine of Rs.866.7 million
on the pilferers under
the head of detection
units of 19.4 million in
addition to getting cases
registered against 8265
accused.

QUETTA: Chief Minister of Balochistan, Sarfraz Bugti addressing assembly session.

Tout mafia eradicated
from police stations: DPO

Saqib Mushtaq

BAHAWALPUR: District Police Officer
(DPO) Bahawalpur claimed that false
cases were successfully eliminated for the
first time in history and added that it was
overcome by concrete steps like issuing a
notification to eradicate the influence of
the tout mafia and unauthorized individu-
als from all police stations across the dis-
trict.

The civil society, legal professionals,
and the Chamber of Commerce
Bahawalpur expressed their deep appreci-
ation to Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif for appointing an honest and dedi-
cated officer to the Bahawalpur district.
SSP Asad Sarfraz Khan initiated open
court sessions daily to address false cases
and ensure that justice is served for the
petitioners and affected parties.

Furthermore, strict actions were taken
against police station SHOs for negli-
gence, with dismissal being the conse-
quence for any instance of vehicle theft
from police premises. These measures
have led to a significant 90% success rate
in the district, marking a substantial devel-
opment. Notably, 70% of corruption has
been eradicated from Bahawalpur police,
and citizens are now receiving free FIA
registration and other legal rights.

A significant change was witnessed in
the role of DSP Legal, which is now
emphasizing prosecution and timely com-
pletion of case files, a departure from the
historical trend of corruption and negli-
gence. Senior lawyer Dr. Shahzada Aamir
Mushtaq advocate commended the
appointment of SSP Asad Sarfraz Khan,

emphasizing the importance of appointing
honest and capable officers to uphold jus-
tice and protect citizens.

Despite these positive changes, there
are still some individuals within the
Bahawalpur police misusing their powers.
However, the District Police Officer Asad
Sarfraz Khan is committed to bringing
them to justice. Efforts have been made to
enhance police patrolling, recover stolen
goods, and upgrade the Traffic School and
Traffic Office in Bahawalpur.
Additionally, front desks have been estab-
lished to prioritize the rights of women
and transgenders.

DPO Asad Sarfraz Khan, reiterated the
commitment to ensuring the rule of law
and timely justice for the victims, in line
with the vision of Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif and the instructions
of IG Punjab Police Usman Anwar. The
office remains open 24 hours a day to
serve the community.

Seminar at KKKUK on

W\ _/

Khatm-e-Nabuwat held

F.P. Report

KARAK: The Department
of Islamic Studies at Kohat
University of Science and
Technology (KUST) in col-
laboration with Religious
and Character Building
Society of Khushal Khan
Khattak University, Karak
organized a one-day semi-
nar Monday on public
awareness of Khatm-e-
Nabuwwat at Khushal
Khan Khattak University,
Karak.

The seminar aimed to
underscore the importance
of unwavering faith and
belief in the prophethood of
Hazrat Muhammad (Sal-
lallah Allehe Wassallam
SAW) as Khatam un

Nabiyeen (the last
Prophet). Dr. Qaisar Bilal
from the Islamic Studies
Department of  Kohat
University of Science and
Technology, Kohat, empha-
sized the paramount impor-
tance of creating awareness
about the strong faith in
Prophet Muhammad
(SAW). He stressed that it
is the foremost duty of
every Muslim to uphold
firm belief in Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) as the
final messenger. Speaking
at the seminar a religious
scholar Maulana Abid
Kamal provided logical
arguments about Khatm-e
Nabuwwat.
Earlier,
Ishfaq,

Muhammad
Lecturer of

Management Sciences and
Incharge of the Religious
and Character Building
Society at Khushal Khan
Khattak University, Karak
commenced the seminar.
His remarks at the seminar
set the tone for enlightening
debate.

The seminar was partici-
pated by Controller of Ex-
aminations, Muhammad
Rahim, and Deputy Pr-
ovost, Zulfigar Ali Anjum,
along with a large number
of faculty and students. The
collaborative efforts of both
institutions highlighted the
commitment to foster a
deeper understanding of
Islamic principles and val-
ues among students and the
community.

Govt prioritizes education,
healthcare, municipal services

F.P. Reprot

HAFIZABAD: Former
Federal Minister and
Chairperson District

Development
Coordination Committee,
Hafizabad, Saira Afzal
Tarar said that provision of
healthcare, educational
and Municipal Services is
the top priority of the pres-
ent Punjab government led
by Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif whereas
field hospital and clinic on
wheal programme
launched to ensure avail-
ability of treatment facili-
ties to the people at their
doorsteps  across  the
province including district
Hafizabad.

She was addressing a
meeting of  District
Development Coordination
Committee, Hafizabad, at
district complex. Deputy
Commissioner Sundas
Irshad, MPAs Mian Shahid
Hussain  Bhatti, Aoun
Jhangir Bhatti, prominent
political personality Sheikh
Gulzar Ahmad, DPO Faisal
Gulzar, ADCG

Hamadullah and other

offices attended the meet-
ing.

Saira Afzal Tarar said
that all resources were
being utilized to improve
performance of all govern-
ment departments besides
elimination of criminals
involved in drugs traffick-
ing, theft, dacoities and
other anti-social activities
and to ensure protection of
lives, property and honour
of the people. She also said
that government was com-
mitted to provide maxi-
mum relief to people
including cheaper roti, non
and bakery items and
prices of roti, non and bak-
ery items were decreased
in the great extant in the
Punjab.

The  meeting  was
reviewed availability of
healthcare facilities in the
hospital, Performance of
government schools, pace
of work on different devel-
opment schemes, under
construction Flyover at
Gujranwala-Sargodha
bypass, mess of traffic,
removal of encroachments,
ongoing cleanliness cam-

paign.

Meanwhile, DC Sundas
Irshad said that district
administration was focus-
ing of implementation on
Public Welfare Instiatives
of the Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
Sharif and price magis-
trates were visiting mar-
kets to ensure sale of roti,
not and other edibles on
price list issued by the
Price Control Committee
and officers were taking
practical measures in this
regard.

DC also said that practi-
cal steps were being taken
to improve treatment facili-
ties in the hospitals of the
district while significantly
improvement in cleanliness
in rural areas was witnessed
and officers of local gov-
ernment, district council
and Municipal Committees
were struggling for
improving cleanliness and
removing encroachments
in the district. DPO was
also informed the meeting
about steps being taken to
apprehend anti-social ele-
ments and create sense of
security among people of
the district.

Leather
made beds
a tradition

in Buner
F.P. Report

BUNER:  Bakht  Sher
Rehman in the village of
Topdara in the beautiful
Gokand Valley of Buner has
been leading the art of creat-
ing comfortable, durable and
health-friendly  cuts(beds)
decorated with leather from
cattle's skins for over twenty
years.

According to the details,

| | Bakht Sher Rehman has been

earning a Halal livelihood
from the art of making com-
fortable, durable and health-
friendly cuts (beds) decorat-
ed with cattle's skins for the
past twenty years by putting
into practice his childhood
hobby in the village of
Topdara in the beautiful val-
ley of Gokand, Buner. He
said that they clean the skins
of cattles and make thin
braces with sharp pellets.
Bakht Sher Rehman said
that a charpai (bed)is pre-
pared after two to three days
of continuous work and three
types of charpais (beds) are
prepared and  colored
charpais/ beds) are also pre-

pared on the customer's ||
request and the price of a|f

charpai(bed) is fifteen thou-
sand, twenty thousand and

twenty five thousand as per | |§

the quality decoration and
standard of the leather.

Bakht Sher Rehman said
that apart from Buner, other
cities of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, his handmade
leather beds were taken to
Punjab  cities  Lahore,
Faisalabad, Sindh city
Karachi, and even an enthu-
siast in Australia. He added
that if the leather beds are
protected from moisture, sun
and rain, they can be used for
a hundred years and if mus-
tard oil is applied once a year,
they can be made soft, com-
fortable, shiny and durable.

Let us also mention here
that the art of making leather
beds from the skins,a
Pakhtun traditions from
ancient times, with special
skill, hard work and dedica-
tion, is a source of good and
respectable  support  for
Bakht Sher Rehman and
many other families. On the
other hand, the art of the
ancestors is also a mirror of
the ancient and Pakhtun cul-
ture and is also an example
of maintaining this continu-
ity and transferring this art
and skill to future genera-
tions and immortalizing it
forever.

Reforms to be

introduced
F.P. Report

GILGIT: Gilgit-Baltistan
Chief Minister Haji Gulbar
Khan has said development
of the backward and remote
areas is the top priority of
the government.

Chairing a meeting of
Provincial Secretaries and
Heads of District Depart-
ments in district Khar-
mang, he said that steps
will be taken to solve the
problems of the people at
their door step in the
region.

Jewelers reject
imposition of Income
and Custom Acts

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: The Jewelers’ Association
has announced to strongly resist if the gov-
ernment failed to reverse its decision to
impose taxes and custom acts in Malakand
division. The announcement was made by
the association’s district president Ziaullah
during a news conference at the Timergara
press club here the other day. Other office
bearers of the association were also in
attendance.

Ziaullah said the Jewelers had rejected
the government decision of imposing
income and custom acts in Malakand
region because the region had been
declared a tax-free zone under an agree-
ment decades ago. He said the region had
been kept deprived of basic facilities,
advanced infrastructure and development.

He said that the majority of the local
population depended on working abroad,
farming and small businesses through
which they could run their families. He
said that the main roads in the region pre-
sented a deserted look while residents had
no drinking water facility. He demanded
the government to maintain the tax-free
status of Malakand division and reverse its
decision. He threatened to strongly resist if
the government did not reverse its deci-
sion.

Meanwhile residents of Dinjarai village
in Samarbagh complained that female staff
and students of their girls’ school lacked
drinking water at the school due to which
the washrooms were also dysfunctional.
Talking to local journalists the residents
Syed Muhammad, Yar Muhammad,
Sadam Hussain and others said that wash-
rooms of the school were dysfunctional
due to unavailability of water.

He said the students were facing short-
age of drinking water in this sizzling sea-
son. They demanded the executive engi-
neer public health department, assistant
commissioner Samarbagh and district edu-
cation officer female to take notice of the
issue and resolve it soon.

Parents demanded starting of BS at
govt girls degree college: Parents of
female students and religious circles
demanded the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment to launch BS classes at the gov-
ernment girls’ degree college Balambat
without wasting time.

Talking to local journalists at Timergara
they said that over 1000 female students
were getting BS classes at the Post
Graduate College for boys Timergara
where over 4000 male students were also
enrolled. They said that coeducation and
mixed classes were against the teachings
of Islam and local norms and tradition.

The parents pointed out that building
for the government girls’ degree college
Balambat had been constructed while

intermediate classes had been started at the
facility. They demanded the KP minister
for higher education and chief minister to
take notice of the matter and appoint
female lecturers and professors at the gov-
ernment girls” degree college Balambat so
that BS classes for girls could be started
there from the next academic session.

Minor drowned: A three-year baby
identified as Alia d/o Imran drowned in a
nearby stream at Kandaro area in the juris-
diction of Balambat police station. A local
elder rescued the baby and shifted her to
the district headquarters hospital
Timergara wherein the doctors announced
her dead. Later the baby was laid to rest at
Kandaro.

Class-IV employees rejected 10%
increase: The class IV employees work-
ing at government colleges while rejecting
the 10 percent increase in salaries demand-
ed the government to increase their
salaries at least by 35 percent.

The class IV employees’ president
Muhammad Igbal told local journalists
that the lawmakers had increased their
salaries and privileges by 200 percent
while they were also getting free electrici-
ty, gas and luxurious cars with fuel. He
said the class IV employees who got Rs
30000 per month had to afford their utility
bills, children fees and medical treatment.
He said that due to record inflation the
class IV employees were finding it diffi-
cult to run their houses so the government
should increase their salaries by 35 per-
cent.

People’s paramedics to sweep associ-
ation poll: The provincial president of the
People Paramedics Khurshid Igbal
Yousafzai has said that he would try to
unite different paramedical unions under a
single platform for the elections of para-
medical association to be held on Jul 1st.
He was addressing a function at
Malikabad arranged in the honour of retir-
ing health workers.

Leaders of the People Paramedics,
Islamic Paramedics, Malagari Paramedics,
Jamiat Paramedics, Insaf Paramedics and
Muttahida Paramedics attended the func-
tion. Besides Khurshid Igbal, Nasrullah,
Naik Zada, Humayun Khan, Shahid
Hussain, Haroon ur Rashid and Javed also
spoke on the occasion.

Khurshid Igbal said that due to the
efforts of the paramedical association,
hundreds of health workers were promoted
to grade 16, 16 and 17 in the province
while 40 class iv employees were also
promoted to class III. He said that para-
medics played a key role in the entire
health sector. He said that he would try to
unite different unions under a single plat-
form for the July election so that the para-
medical leadership could work together
for the welfare of the community.
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QUETTA: Activists of Balochistan Labour Federation holding a protest rally
in favour of their demands.

Over 1,000 students rescued
amid Haripur School inferno

F.P. Report

HARIPUR: In a harrowing
incident on Monday, over
1,000 students and teachers
were safely rescued from a
devastating  fire  that
engulfed the Government
Girls Higher Secondary
School in Sirikot, Haripur
district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The fire,
caused by an electrical
short-circuit, rapidly spread
through the building due to
the presence of flammable
materials, including wood-
en furniture in classrooms.

As the fire broke out,
quick-thinking locals and
rescuers sprang into action,
managing to evacuate all
students and staff members
before the flames con-
sumed the entire structure.
Despite strong winds com-
plicating the firefighting

efforts, the community's
swift response ensured that
no injuries were reported.
The school's location,
fortunately, in a non-con-
gested area, helped prevent
the fire from spreading to
nearby buildings.
Firefighters from adjacent
towns arrived to battle the
blaze, but the building was
already heavily damaged
by the time they could con-
tain it. This incident comes
amid a severe heatwave
gripping Pakistan, with
temperatures soaring above
45 degrees Celsius in
regions previously unac-
customed to such extreme
heat. The rising tempera-
tures have exacerbated the
vulnerabilities of Pakistan’s
power distribution systems,
leading to an increase in
short-circuit-related fires.
The heatwave is expected

to persist for another two
days, raising concerns about
the adequacy of current
summer vacation schedules.
Traditionally, summer
breaks in Islamabad, Punjab,
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
start from June 1 to August
15. However, the shifting
weather patterns suggest an
urgent need to reconsider
this timing to better align
with the new climate reali-
ties.

In a related tragic inci-
dent, a fire at a home in the
Androon Imamia Gate
neighborhood of Dera
Ismail Khan claimed the
lives of two children and
severely burned four other
individuals. This further
underscores the pressing
need for improved safety
measures and infrastructure
to cope with the increasing-
ly harsh climate conditions.

Fumigation continue in Kohat

Sahibzada Afridi

KOHAT: The District Administration
fumigation
throughout the district to prevent peo-
ple from dengue fever with the mutu-
al consultation of the elected mem-
bers of the national and provincial

Kohat has started

assemblies from Kohat.

The anti-dengue spray was also

conducted in the Kohat Central Jail
the other day to protect the prisoners
from the dengue fever. In an alert call,
people have been advised to take pre-
cautionary measures during the hot
season and don’t let the stagnant
water as it provides a suitable envi-
ronment for the breeding of dengue.
Similarly, they should protect
themselves from the dengue mosqui-

to by wearing such clothing that cov-
ers the body completely, full-sleeved
shirts and avoid wearing neckerchiefs
during the day, especially a few hours
after sunrise before sunset. The pub-
lic was also advised to use lotions and
spray mosquito nets, curtains or bed-
spreads and hang them at the entrance
to prevent mosquitoes from entering
the rooms.
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South Africa’s election could
bring biggest political shift

CAPE TOWN (AP): South Africans
will vote Wednesday to decide
whether their country will take its
most significant political step since
the moment 30 years ago when it
brought down apartheid and achieved
democracy.

This national election will not be
as momentous as the one South
Africa held in 1994 - few have been.
Then, Nelson Mandela led the
African National Congress party to
victory as Black South Africans who
were the majority were allowed to
vote for the first time. It officially
ended a half-century of racial segre-
gation under apartheid - a violently
enforced system that attracted the
world's outrage - and hundreds of
years of white minority rule.

But while the ANC still governs in
2024, it is amid rising discontent
caused largely by high levels of
unemployment and poverty. That
could result in a majority of South
Africans choosing another party this
week over the one that led them to
freedom. "Thirty years of South
African democracy does not mean we
should endure an eternity under the
ANC," John Steenhuisen, the leader
of the main opposition Democratic
Alliance party, said in the run-up to
the election.

Any change is not expected to be
sweeping, though. The possible
repercussions are complex because
while several polls have the ANC's
support at less than 50%, suggesting
it is in danger of losing its majority
for the first time, no opposition party
has risen to a position to overtake it.
The ANC is still widely expected to
be the largest party, well ahead of an
increasing number of opposition
movements that are splitting the dis-
affected vote. But without an outright
majority, the ANC would likely have
to strike agreements or coalitions
with others to remain in government
and reelect President Cyril
Ramaphosa. That would end its polit-
ical dominance of post-apartheid
South Africa and herald a new era,
where the ANC co-governs.

The ANC won six successive
national elections, starting with the
one that made Mandela the first
Black president in 1994. But from a
high of gaining nearly 70% of the
vote 20 years ago, it has experienced
a steady decline in support while
South Africa grapples with deep
socio-economic problems, some of
which were left over from apartheid.
The ANC has also been criticized for
the corruption scandals that have
plagued it and for not tackling the

country's violent crime problem.
There were an average of 83 homi-
cides a day in the last three months of
2023. A failure in basic government
services impacts many in the country
of 62 million, with communities,
towns and parts of major cities going
without water and electricity.

The issue that stands out, though,
is joblessness and the resulting pover-
ty. South Africa's official unemploy-
ment rate is ranked the world's worst
at 32%, and it's even higher - at 45%
- for young people aged between 15
and 34. That sits at odds with the
country's status as the most advanced
on the African continent. The World
Bank estimates more than half of
South Africans live below the pover-
ty line. "Together we will do more
and we will do better," ANC leader
Ramaphosa said in what's almost
become a party motto. At the ANC's
last major rally this weekend, he said
it still represents the aspirations of
South Africa's people and promised
to prioritize job programs and extend
social support for the millions that
rely on government grants.

The ANC asserts it is the only
party that can effectively govern
South Africa and while it's undoubt-
edly facing its biggest electoral chal-
lenge, analysts point out that it has
the most effective grass-roots cam-
paigning machine and has traditional
support among older South Africans
and those in rural areas, voices that
are generally given less airtime. The
possibility of the ANC clinging onto
its majority has not been ruled out.
The election will take place on one
day, with nearly 28 million people
registered to vote across the nation's
nine provinces. They will decide the
makeup of the national Parliament
but also the provincial legislatures.
More than 50 parties are registered to
contest the national election, a record

number, and independent candidates
have been allowed to stand for the
first time.

South Africans don't vote directly
for their president, but rather for par-
ties. Those parties get seats in
Parliament according to their share of
the national vote and lawmakers elect
the president, who has always been
from the ANC because of its parlia-
mentary majority. Just over 80% of
South Africans are Black, but it's a
multiracial country, with significant
numbers of people who are white, of
Indian heritage or with biracial eth-
nicity. Mandela referred to South
Africa as a "Rainbow Nation" as he
attempted to harness that diversity
into a new unity after apartheid.

But three decades later, poverty
still disproportionately affects the
Black majority. While they disagree
strongly on policy and are in no way
united, the main opposition parties,
from the centrist DA to the far-left
Economic Freedom Fighters and the
new MK Party of former President
Jacob Zuma, repeat one theme: that
the ANC has failed to live up to its
1994 promise, when it swept to victo-
ry under the slogan "A Better Life For
AlL" The ANC's fading allure may be
seen most clearly among young peo-
ple, the South Africans in that 15-34
age bracket who didn't experience
apartheid or have no memory of it
and many of whom are now voters.
This election could give voice to a
new generation, who are aware of
apartheid and the ANC's role in
defeating it through stories told by
their parents and grandparents but
don't see how it helps them three
decades later. "The youth were not
born, so we can't tell them about
fighting for freedom," said Simphiwe
Mpungose, a provincial organizer
with the new MK Party. "They are
concerned about what they see now."

Australia plans to send
aid to Papua New Guinea

MELBOURNE (AP):
Australia  prepared on
Monday to send aircraft
and other equipment to help
at the site of a deadly land-
slide in Papua New Guinea
as overnight rains in the
South  Pacific nation's
mountainous interior raised
fears that the tons of rubble
that buried hundreds of vil-
lagers could become dan-
gerously unstable.

Australian Defense
Minister Richard Marles
said his officials have been
talking with their Papua
New Guinea counterparts,
when a mountainside col-
lapsed on Yambali village
in Enga province, which
the United Nations esti-
mates killed 670 people.
The remains of only six
people had been recovered
so far. "The exact nature of
the support that we do pro-
vide will play out over the
coming days," Marles told
Australian  Broadcasting
Corp.

"We've got obviously
airlift capacity to get people
there. There may be other
equipment that we can

bring to bear in terms of the
search and rescue and all of
that we are talking through
with PNG right now,"
Marles added. Papua New
Guinea is Australia's near-
est neighbor and the coun-
tries are developing closer
defense ties as part of an
Australian effort to counter
China's growing influence
in the region. Australia is
also the most generous
provider of foreign aid to
its former colony, which
became independent in
1975.

Heavy rain fell for two
hours overnight in the
provincial  capital  of
Wabag, 60 kilometers (35
miles) from the devastated
village. A weather report
was not immediately
available from Yambali,
where communications are
limited. But emergency
responders were con-
cerned about the impact of
rain on the already unsta-
ble mass of debris lying 6
to 8 meters (20 to 26 feet)
deep over an area the size
of three to four football
fields.

An excavator donated by
a local builder became the
first piece of heavy earth-
moving machinery brought
in to help villagers who
have been digging with
shovels and farming tools
to find bodies. Working
around the still-shifting
debris is  treacherous.
Serhan Aktoprak, the chief
of  the International
Organization for
Migration's mission in
Papua New Guinea, said
water was seeping between
the debris and the earth
below, increasing the risk
of a further landslide.

He did not expect to
learn the weather condi-
tions at Yambali until
Monday afternoon. "What
really worries me personal-
ly very much is the weath-
er, weather, weather,"
Aktoprak said. "Because
the land is still sliding.
Rocks are falling," he
added.

Papua New Guinea's
defense minister, Billy
Joseph, and the govern-
ment's National Disaster
Center director, Laso

Mana, flew in an
Australian military heli-
copter from the capital of
Port Moresby to Yambali,
600 kilometers (370 miles)
to the northwest, to gain a
firsthand perspective of
what is needed. Mana's
office posted a photo of
him at Yambali handing a
local official a check for
500,000 kina ($130,000)
to buy emergency supplies
for the 4,000 displaced
survivors. The purpose of
the visit was to decide

whether  Papua  New
Guinea's government
needed to  officially

request more international
support.

Earth-moving  equip-
ment used by Papua New
Guinea's military was being
transported to the disaster
scene 400 kilometers (250
miles) from the east coast
city of Lae. Traumatized
villagers are divided over
whether heavy machinery
should be allowed to dig up
and potentially further
damage the bodies of their
buried relatives, officials
said.

Scarred by war, Myanmar children
‘cannot have the life they used to have’

DHAKA: Ever since she
witnessed a Myanmar mili-
tary air strike on her school
in February, kindergarten
teacher Mi Hser has been
haunted by the memory.

The day started like any
other at the school in Daw
Si Ei village in the south-
eastern Karenni State's
Demoso township.
Children tossed around a
football, while others
played and shared snacks
until the morning bell.
Gathered outside for their
weekly assembly, the 170
students listened as their
teachers spoke. There was a
buzzing overhead - a mili-
tary drone - but neither Mi
Hser nor anyone else took
much notice.

The village had been liv-
ing with war ever since the
February 2021 military
coup led to widespread
nonviolent protests and
then an armed uprising.
Like other parts of the
country, Karenni State -
also known as Kayah State
- has endured relentless
clashes between the mili-

tary and resistance forces,
as well as brutal military
attacks on civilians.

Still, Mi Hser's village
was about 27km (17 miles)
from the nearest active con-
flict zone, and she believed
that she and her students

would be safe. But later
that morning, as she
stepped outside with her

11-month-old son during a
break between classes, a
fighter jet roared overhead.
A fellow teacher pulled her
back inside ~moments
before a deafening explo-
sion shook the building. Mi
Hser saw rubble falling
around her, and then every-
thing went blank.

When she regained her
bearings, a student was
lying in a bunker, their head
bleeding, and a teacher was
holding another student
who was barely conscious.
In total, four boys were
dead, the youngest just 12,
while 40 more students
were injured. Although Mi
Hser had just seconds to
react, she blames herself
for not doing enough. "I

failed in my duty to protect
the students," Mi Hser told
Al Jazeera a month later.
Since the attack, she has
been incapacitated by fear,
which keeps her from
returning to the school to
pick up her belongings
from her classroom, and
she has been struggling to
sleep. "My eyes are wide
open and my ears are listen-
ing for jet fighters or
drones," she said. "Even the
sound of a cat jumping on
the metal roof frightens
me." She and other sur-
vivors of military attacks in
Karenni, who were inter-
viewed in person in
February and early March,
have been given pseudo-
nyms to reduce the risk of
retaliation by the military.
In the three years since
Myanmar erupted into
heavy fighting between the
military and anti-coup
forces, the military has also
retaliated against civilians
with air strikes, shelling,
other types of killings and
arson - actions that United
Nations-appointed human

rights investigators have
said amount to war crimes.
The crisis in Karenni and
across Myanmar has only
intensified since anti-coup
fighters launched a
renewed offensive against
the military late last year.
Earlier this month, the UN
said the number of people
forcibly displaced across
Myanmar had surpassed 3
million, of whom nearly
one-third were located in
Myanmar's southeast,
including Karenni State.
The situation in
Myanmar had "morphed
into a never-ending night-
mare" which is inflicting
"unbearable levels of suf-
fering and cruelty" on peo-
ple in the country, the
UN's human rights office
said in March. It found
that the military was
responsible for the deaths
of at least 4,600 civilians
since the coup, including
659 women and 490 chil-
dren. The attack on the
school in Daw Si Ei
village was not an isolated
incident. — Aljazeera

Four people
killed in

Peru mishap

LA OROYA, Peru (AP):
Four people were killed
and more than 30 others
were injured after a passen-
ger bus and a cargo train
collided in central Peru, the
country's national police
said.

Authorities said the
crash happened after 4 a.m.
in the district of La Oroya,
about 110 miles (177 kilo-
meters) east of the capital,
Lima. The Ministry of
Transportation and
Communications in a state-
ment said the cause is
under investigation. It
added that the train and
bus, both privately operat-
ed, had all the required per-
mits.

The ministry said all of
the injured were taken to a
nearby  hospital.  The
agency did not immediately
release the names of the
deceased. Highway Police
Cmdr. Justo Venero told
RPP radio station that the
area where the crash
occurred has speed-limit
and train-crossing road
signs. Venero said the
train's driver told authori-
ties that its "audible and
visible signals" were on
when the collision hap-
pened. The bus had set out
from Lima and was headed
to the city of Huancayo.
Images released by police
showed the overturned bus
on the Central Highway.

Burkina
Faso extends

military rule

BURKINA FASO (BBC):
Burkina Faso's military
government has
announced it will extend
junta rule for another five
years. The country's ruler,
Capt Ibrahim Traoré, will
also be able to contest the
next presidential election,
the state-owned broad-
caster says.

When he seized power
in a coup nearly two years
ago, Capt Traore pledged
to restore the civilian gov-
ernment by 1 July this
year. But Burkina Faso
has now joined neigh-
bouring Mali in extending
military rule. The move
was announced, after a
national consultation
meeting in the West
African country's capital
city, Ouagadougou.

An amended charter,
signed by Capt Traoré,
states that the new 60-
month transition period
will take effect from 2
July this year. "The elec-
tions marking the end of
the transition may be
organised before this
deadline if the security
situation so permits," the
Reuters news agency
quoted the charter as say-
ing. Burkina Faso has
been governed by the
army since January 2022,
when Lt Col Paul-Henri

Damiba seized power
from President Roch
Kaboré.

Col Damiba justified
the coup by saying the
previous government had
failed to deal with grow-
ing militant Islamist vio-
lence. Since 2015, jihadist
rebels affiliated with Al-
Qaeda and the Islamic
State group have waged a
grinding insurgency that
has killed thousands and
displaced millions. In
September 2022, Capt
Traoré ousted Col
Damiba, arguing a second
coup was  necessary
because Col Damiba was
himself unable to tackle
the insurgency. Capt
Traoré  promised to
improve the country's dire
security situation within
"two to three months" and
restore civilian rule within
21 months.

But since issuing the
pledge, Capt Traoré has
warned that elections are
not "a priority" until terri-
tory is recaptured from
jihadist forces so that all
citizens of the country can
vote. Under the new char-
ter, quotas will no longer
be used to assign seats in
the assembly to members
of traditional parties, the
AFP news agency report-
ed. Instead, "patriotism"
will be the only criteria
for selecting deputies. The
decisions made during
national consultation hap-
pened swiftly. Local
media reports indicated
that political parties were
absent at the start of the
meeting. International and
human rights groups,
including the European
Union and UN, have
accused Burkina Faso of
serious human rights vio-
lations in its fight against
Islamists, including the
indiscriminate  killings
and forced disappearances
of dozens of civilians.

130 people die
at Sudan hospital
amid city siege

KHARTOUM (BBC): Over
130 people have died at a
single hospital in Sudan's
besieged city of El Fasher,

in the Darfur region,
according to medical chari-
ty Meédecins Sans

Frontieres (MSF).

Fighting between rival
groups in Sudan's civil war
in the battle for control of
the city has recently intensi-
fied. The situation was "ter-
rible," one resident told the
BBC, with hospitals and
markets experiencing "vio-
lent artillery shelling".

El Fasher is the last
major urban centre in
Darfur that remains in the
hands of Sudan's army. The
army has been fighting the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) for more than
ayear, in a civil war that has
killed thousands and forced
millions from their homes.
The army remains in con-
trol of El Fasher. The city
has become a refuge for
people displaced by fight-
ing in other areas. On 10
May the RSF intensified
their assault on the city, in
what UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres called "an
alarming new chapter”" in
Sudan's conflict.

MSF said one of its hos-
pital was struggling to cope
with the increased casual-
ties. South Hospital had
treated 979 casualties in just
over two weeks, the charity
said. 134 had died, "a sign
of the violent intensity of
the fighting", it added.
Supplies at the hospital are
running low and will last
barely a week, the UN said.
MSF said that across the
city, more than 700 people
had died over the past 10
days. The medical director
of El Fasher's government-
run Saudi hospital told the
BBC the situation was "ter-
rible".

"Since the early morn-
ing, the RSF began violent
artillery shelling of the city,

targeting residential areas,
markets, and hospitals,"
Modther Ibrahim Suliman
said. The Saudi and South
hospitals are the last func-
tioning in the region. The
Saudi Hospital was previ-
ously shuttered by the vio-
lence but it partially
reopened to treat emer-
gency cases. El Fasher resi-
dents say that access to food
and water has become
increasingly difficult. The
RSF has been attacking the
city from three sides and
blocked all supply routes.
Despite the hardships,
many residents in the city
are not leaving their homes
because of the fighting,
even for emergency med-
ical care.

Journalist Mohamed
Zakaria said he had no
plans to flee. "There is no
place to go to... the road is
very difficult and dangerous
right now". Earlier this
week, a UN expert warned
civilians in El Fasher were
being targeted because of
their ethnicity. Special
adviser Alice Wairimu
Nderitu added that the
Darfur region as a whole
was facing a growing risk
of genocide as the world's
attention remained focused
on conflicts in Ukraine and
Gaza. Meanwhile, m ore
than two weeks of fighting
between Sudan's military
and a notorious paramilitary
group over a major city in
the western Darfur region
killed at least 123 people,
an international aid group
said.

The fighting in el-Fasher,
the provincial capital of
North Darfur province, also
wounded more than 930
people in the same period,
Doctors without Borders
said. "This is a sign of the
violent intensity of the
fighting," the group said.
"We urge the warring par-
ties to do more to protect
civilians." Clashes between

the military and the para-
military Rapid Support
Forces escalated earlier this
month in the city, forcing
thousands of people to flee
their homes, according to
the United Nations.

El-Fasher has become the
center of the conflict
between the military and the
RSF, which is aided by Arab
militias commonly known
as janjaweed. The city is the
last stronghold that is still
held by the military in the
sprawling Darfur region.
Sudan's conflict began in
April last year when soaring
tensions between the leaders
of the military and the RSF
exploded into open fighting
in the capital, Khartoum,
and elsewhere in the coun-
try. The conflict killed more
than 14,000 people and
wounded thousands more
amid reports of widespread
sexual violence and other
atrocities that rights groups
say amount to war crimes
and crimes against
humanity.

It also pushed the coun-
try's population to the brink
of famine. The UN food
agency warned the warring
parties earlier this month
that there is a serious risk of
widespread starvation and
death in Darfur and else-
where in Sudan if they don't
allow humanitarian aid into
the vast western region. The
RSF has built up forces in
recent months seeking to
wrest control of el-Fasher.
Along with its Arab militia
allies, the RSF besieged the
city and launched a major
attack on its southern and
eastern parts earlier this
month.

The clashes renewed in
the Abu Shouk camp for
displaced people in the
Salam neighborhood in the
city's northern part, as well
as its southern western
parts, the UN's International
Organization for Migration
reported.

France to lift state of
emergency in Caledonia

PARIS French
President Emmanuel
Macron decided Monday to
lift the state of emergency
in the French Pacific terri-
tory of New Caledonia in a
move meant to allow politi-
cal dialogue following the
unrest that left seven people
dead and a trail of destruc-
tion, his office said.

The president's office
said in a statement the state
of emergency won't be
extended "for the moment"
and will therefore end
Monday at 8 p.m. in Paris,
which is 5 a.m. Tuesday in
New Caledonia. The deci-
sion aims at '"enabling
meetings of the various
components” of pro-inde-

(AP):

pendence movement
FLNKS, the Kanak and
Socialist National

Liberation Front, and allow
elected officials and other
local leaders "in a position
to call" for lifting the barri-
cades to go there and meet
with protesters, the state-
ment said.

Macron repeatedly
pushed for the removal of
protesters' barricades with
leaders on both sides of
New Caledonia's bitter
divide - Indigenous

Kanaks, who want inde-
pendence, and the pro-Paris
leaders, who do not. In the
statement, he insisted it is
"the necessary condition
for the opening of concrete
and serious negotiations."
Macron's move comes
after he traveled to New
Caledonia. The statement
said 480 additional gen-
darmes are to arrive on the
archipelago "in the next
few hours," putting security
reinforcements at more
than 3,500. The seven peo-
ple killed in shootings
include two gendarmes.
The state of emergency
had been imposed by Paris
on May 15 for at least 12
days to boost police pow-
ers. The emergency meas-
ures give authorities greater
powers to tackle the vio-
lence, including the possi-
bility of house detention for
people deemed a threat to
public order and expanded
powers to conduct search-
es, seize weapons and
restrict movements, with
possible jail time for viola-
tors. This month's unrest
erupted as the French legis-
lature in Paris debated
amending the French con-
stitution to make changes to

voter lists in  New
Caledonia.

The leader of a pro-inde-
pendence party in New
Caledonia called on sup-
porters to "remain mobi-
lized" across the French
Pacific archipelago and
"maintain resistance"
against the Paris govern-
ment's efforts to impose
electoral reforms that the
Indigenous Kanak people
fear would further margin-
alize them. Christian Tein,
the leader of the pro-inde-
pendence party known as
The Field Action
Coordination Unit,
addressed supporters and
protesters in a video mes-
sage posted on social
media.

In a separate statement,
the Kanak and Socialist
National Liberation Front
called on Macron to with-
draw the electoral reform
bill if France wants to "end
the crisis." New Caledonia
became French in 1853
under Emperor Napoleon
III, Napoleon's nephew and
heir. It became an overseas
territory after World War 11,
with French citizenship
granted to all Kanaks in
1957.

Russian military
try to rebuild

MOSCOW (AFP):
Lyudmila went through "all
the stages of depression"”
after her husband, an officer
in the Russian army, died in
Ukraine in September 2022.
To try to overcome the grief,
she set up a psychological
support service to help other
military widows deal with
their loss.

"It was a huge shock. I
didn't understand what was
happening. 1 felt like the
heroine in a very bad film,"
the 32-year-old told AFP in
an interview, describing the
moment she found out her
husband had died. For
Lyudmila, who asked to have
her surname withheld, her
husband "died a hero... ful-
filling his duty as an officer"
during the first year of
Russia's offensive against
Ukraine.

At the funeral, she said
she managed to "remain dig-
nified" -- an "unwritten rule"
for such occasions, she said.
She worked through the ini-

tial pain with the help of a
psychologist.

First came denial, then
anger, she said. "You throw
things on the floor, you break
everything, because the pain
tears you up inside," she
said. "You need to feel phys-
ically that you're still alive,
because inside you're almost
dead." It was at this point
that she discovered "Widow
to Widow", a book by the US
therapist Genevieve Davis
Ginsburg, and decided to
help other women who had
lost husbands during the con-
flict.

She took courses to
become a trained psycholo-
gist and with the help of a
veterans' association
launched a service offering
free help to widows, provid-
ed by volunteer psycholo-
gists. "Our aim is to make
help available to everyone,
not just those who can afford
a psychologist,” Lyudmila
said. She said her mission
was "to show women that

widows
lives

life goes on, you have to live
it". "We are born, we will die
one day. That's the key to
accepting loss," she said.

Although she now tries to
distance herself from news
about Russia's offensive, her
husband's death has not
changed her attitude to the
conflict. "I am first and fore-
most my husband's wife, the
wife of an officer," she said.
After working 24/7 for the
service she set up, fatigue
recently forced her to take a
break. One of her former
clients is Anna, a 31-year-old
singing teacher, who lost her
husband last July. "I turned
to a psychologist because it
was so hard and unbearable,"
she said. "Support from fam-
ily and friends was not
enough."

"During the sessions, we
analyse all of my accumulat-
ed pain, which helps me
calm down. I find the
strength to carry on living,"
said Anna, who also declined
to give her last name.
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US destabilizing
factor in
Asia-Pacific

hreats to peace and stability in the

Asia-Pacific are increasing as a result

of the United States expanding its
military presence in the region and per-
suading its allies to join it in its attempt to
contain China.
The provocative steps the US has taken
include staging more frequent and increas-
ingly sophisticated military exercises in the
South China Sea and its incessant efforts to
meddle in the Taiwan question, with the
secessionist forces on the island being will-
ing pawns in its games. Just a day prior to
the People's Liberation Army starting naval
exercises in the waters around Taiwan in a
show of its resolve in response to the sepa-
ratism-inflected inauguration speech of the
island's new leader, the US and the Dutch
navies conducted bilateral operations in the
South China Sea. They claimed the joint
exercises were aimed at "maintaining sta-
bility and free use of vital sea lanes in the
'Indo-Pacific'.
The joint operations were held shortly after
US and Filipino forces launched their
largest combat exercises in years last
month. Running until early May, they
involved more than 16,000 of their military
personnel, with another 250 French and
Australian personnel also taking part in
them. In particular, the deployment of a US
ground-launched missile system to the
northern Philippines as part of the exercis-
es has raised concerns about escalating ten-
sions in the region and the growing risk of
misjudgment and miscalculation among
regional countries.
US "Indo-Pacific" Commander Admiral
Samuel Paparo tried to pin the blame for
the escalating tensions in the region on
China, when he assumed office earlier this
month, disingenuously claiming, "We must
be ready to answer the PRC's increasingly
intrusive and expansionist claims in the
'Indo-Pacific' region". This cannot but raise
worries about what lies ahead in terms of
Sino-US rivalry in the region, given that
the US is upping its ante in challenging
China's core interests concerning the
Taiwan question and the South China Sea
issues in the name of countering the alleged
aggression from Beijing.
The acts of attempted intimidation that are
unsettling the region are initiated by the
US, not China, whose actions are necessary
responses to the US' attempted coercion
and bullying. China will not be cowed by
the strong-arm muscle flexing of the US no
matter how big a stick it wields.
And it is wielding a big stick. About 29
nations, 40 surface ships, 3 submarines, 14
national land forces, and more than 25,000
personnel will participate in the upcoming
biennial Rim of the Pacific exercise the US
has organized, which is scheduled to last
from June 26 to Aug 2. Some China hawks
in Washington and separatists in Taiwan
have colluded to try to include the Chinese
island's armed forces in the maritime drill.
The National Defense Authorization Act,
which US President Joe Biden signed into
law in 2022, has already opened the possi-
bility of inviting Taiwan to the RIMPAC
exercises. Although Taiwan is yet to be
invited, such a step, once taken, would
undoubtedly draw a strong response from
Beijing. Even without that provocative
move, the naval exercises clearly do not
have "inclusivity at its core", as the US
Navy has claimed. If that was true, China
would have been invited to participate, as it
has been previously.
The increasing frequency, scale and com-
plexity of the US-orchestrated military
exercises in the Asia-Pacific indicate that
the US would have no hesitation in taking
more extreme and risky actions in pursuit
of its geopolitical goal of containing China.
It is therefore to be hoped that the sched-
uled meeting between US Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin and Chinese
Defense Minister Dong Jun at the Shangri-
La Dialogue in Singapore this week will be
taken as the opportunity for listening as
well as talking. It is essential that the US
realizes that its so-called competition with
China, when manifested in the form of
encircling military muscle, is a recipe for
mishap, and thus misfortune, for all in the
region.
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Raisi’s death: Iran
must choose a safe
transition pathway

Dr. Mohammed Al-Sulami

HE sudden death
of Iranian
President

Ebrahim Raisi in a trag-
ic accident last week has
left the Iranian regime
in a state of shock.
Raisi’s passing is partic-
ularly impactful not just
because it leaves a criti-
cal leadership position
vacant at a crucial time
for Iran, both domesti-
cally and international-
ly, but because he had
played a key role in bal-
ancing Iran’s relations
with neighboring Arab
countries, as well as
with Russia and China.

More importantly,
Raisi was seen as vital for
ensuring the regime’s sta-
bility in the post-Ali
Khamenei era. His
absence creates a signifi-
cant void, with no other
figure appearing qualified
to fill his shoes, leading
to ambiguity and multiple
possible scenarios for the
regime’s future.

This makes the selec-
tion of a new president a
highly complex and sen-
sitive task. It is not just
about filling the presiden-
tial seat, but also con-
cerns the overall future of
the regime and the
Guardianship of the
Islamic Jurist (Velayat-e
Faqih) system.

The stability of Iran’s
internal affairs and the
balance of its foreign
policies are at stake. The
crucial question now is:
What option will the
regime choose to ensure
its survival and maintain
its stability?

One possibility is that
the sudden departure of
Raisi will compel the
regime to appoint a figure
with even more extreme
tendencies to the presi-
dential seat.

This would align with
the regime’s apparent
strategy since the 2020
parliamentary elections,
which has been to rely on
the most dependable
hard-liners in all institu-
tions and decision-mak-
ing positions, sidelining
those with wavering loy-
alties, even if they are
part of the regime.

This trend was evident
with the removal of fig-
ures like the Larijani
brothers and barring
Hassan Rouhani from
running in the Assembly
of Experts elections.

This scenario is rein-
forced by the fact that the
trusted names currently
being considered are all
competing to showcase
their hard-line creden-
tials. There seems to be
no major figure capable
of fulfilling the stabiliz-
ing role Raisi was expect-
ed to play. The selection
of his successor may be
influenced by the differ-
ing interests of various
power centers within the
regime. This situation
could rekindle ambitions
for the supreme leader
position, potentially
boosting the prospects of
hard-liners affiliated with
the Revolutionary
Guards.

The ascent to the presi-
dency of a hard-line fig-
ure affiliated with the
most hard-line movement
would have significant
repercussions across Iran.
Internally, the regime
would likely become less
tolerant of growing oppo-
sition groups and more
stringent in using social
control measures, intensi-
fying clashes with society
and widening the gap
between the regime and
the masses.

This could exacerbate
the economic crisis, dete-
riorate living conditions
and lead to spontaneous
protests, plunging the
regime into an internal
legitimacy crisis.

Externally, such a
hard-line shift may result
in a more confrontational

Iranian policy toward
neighboring countries,
potentially undoing

recent diplomatic efforts,
such as the restoration of
relations  with  Saudi
Arabia, which had opened
avenues to mitigate Iran’s
problems and crises.

This shift could pro-
vide opportunities for
external forces seeking to
destabilize or pressure the
regime. The regime’s

hard-line stance might
also impact the nuclear
issue, especially amid
growing demands by
hard-liners to alter Iran’s
nuclear doctrine. This
could lead to a direct con-
frontation with the US
and the West, potentially
dragging Iran into a cost-
ly conflict.

Another possibility is
that the Iranian regime
might allow reformists
and moderates to partici-
pate in the June presiden-
tial election to make the
race more competitive.
This move would be
aimed at reducing politi-
cal tension and increasing
voter turnout, which has
reached its lowest levels
in recent elections, partic-
ularly in the parliamen-
tary elections last March,
where turnout was the
lowest since the 1979 rev-

olution.

However, this
approach would chal-
lenge the hard-liners'

strategy of monopolizing
power a direction
Khamenei likely does not
favor.

The hard-liners, who
have successfully side-
lined reformists and mod-
erates from all decision-
making positions, will
likely work hard to
obstruct any efforts to
reintroduce these groups
into political life, even if
their participation is lim-
ited to merely running in
the elections alongside
other competitors.

The most likely sce-
nario is that the regime
will impose a candidate
who will continue Raisi’s
policies.

During Raisi’s term,
Iran made significant
gains internationally,
despite limited internal
effects due to long-stand-
ing economic sanctions.
Raisi’s strategy of turning
eastward and strengthen-
ing ties with neighbors,

such as the landmark
agreement with Saudi
Arabia, brought

dynamism to Iran’s for-
eign relations.

Although Raisi’s
approach was not con-

frontational with the
West, there were efforts
to mitigate sanctions,

achieving some break-
throughs.

Iran also managed to
maintain a balance of
deterrence following con-
frontations with Israel,
while avoiding regional
war by opening commu-
nication channels with the
US. Even on the nuclear
issue, Iran engaged in
indirect negotiations with
the US, mediated by
Oman. Continuing this

approach could help
maintain the regime’s
external  achievements

and potentially improve
its internal situation.

This  middle-of-the-
road approach, blending
ideology and realism,
which Raisi adopted,
aligns with the turbulent
international and regional
situation since Oct. 7,
2023. Continuing this
approach would serve
Iran’s interests internally,
where there is significant
tension due to deteriorat-
ing economic conditions
and suppression of free-
doms.

Externally, it requires
Iran to pursue a balanced
policy that limits its isola-
tion on both the regional
and international levels.

So, the upcoming pres-
idential elections will
involve careful calcula-
tions to engineer an out-
come that ensures a reli-
able, charismatic and
legitimate candidate who
can serve Iranian inter-
ests.

This candidate will
continue the general path
set by the regime, a path
significantly shaped by
the late President Raisi.
While the Iranian regime
can manage the political
vacuum left by Raisi's
departure, the greater
challenge is Khamenei’s
succession.

Various analyses agree
that Raisi was pivotal in
ensuring a smooth trans-
fer of power after
Khamenei, whether for
himself or as a mediator.
His absence creates a sig-
nificant void that will be
difficult to fill.

The indispensable
state

Ghassan Charbel

ENJAMIN
BNetanyahu anx-

iously reads the
reports about the
International Criminal
Count, the International
Court of Justice and
Spain, Ireland and
Norway’s recognition of
a Palestinian state. A
total of 147 countries
now recognize the state
of Palestine. He tells
himself: The flood of the
state is more dangerous
than the flood launched
by Yahya Sinwar.

The security reports
make him even more anx-
ious. Israel has never been
embroiled in eight months
of a war of attrition that
has depleted its soldiers
and tarnished its image,
and it appears to be inca-
pable of deciding the bat-
tle in its favor. He also has
to deal with the war
launched by Hezbollah in
southern Lebanon, some
“messages” launched by
Iraqi factions and the
strikes by the Houthis
against shipping in the
Red Sea.

Netanyahu can kill
more Palestinians, but he
cannot put an end to the
war. The invasion of Rafah
will be costly and lead to a
flood of calls for the estab-
lishment of an independ-
ent Palestinian state. Even
the US, which has always
been generous with its
support, now believes that
Israel will never enjoy
security if the Palestinians
do not obtain their own
state.

Netanyahu thinks that
the Palestinians never
believed in peace with
Israel. He believes that
Yasser Arafat, who shook
hands with Yitzhak Rabin
at the White House, was
searching for a foothold in
the Palestinian territories,
from where he could start
expanding  his  state.
Netanyahu has long been
convinced that a
“Palestinian state” was a
long-term project aimed at
uprooting the state of
Israel.

That is why he has
spent the majority of his
long time in power
attempting to destroy
everything that could act
as a foundation for that
state to become a reality.
He launched a large-scale
settlement campaign to eat
away at Palestinian territo-
ries. He used all means at
his disposal to undermine
the Palestinian Authority
and prevent it from bene-
fiting from the legitimacy
it enjoys in the world. He
banked on the division
between Fatah and Hamas
and on bolstering Israel’s
position in the region
without needing to take
the bitter pill of accepting
a Palestinian state.

Netanyahu was not the
sole blind warrior. Ariel
Sharon never abandoned
the dream of eliminating
the Palestinians. He took
advantage of the global
upheaval after the Sept. 11
attacks to besiege the
headquarters  of  the
Palestinian president as if
he never forgave Arafat
for leaving Beirut alive
and returning to reside in
the Palestinian territories.

Netanyahu is aware that
a ceasefire will be a blow
against him. He knows
this from the protests held
by the families of the
hostages and the calls for
holding him to account
and putting him on trial.
So, he forges ahead with
the war and continues the
bloodbath. Reports only
deepen his obsession of
searching for a victory that
would overshadow

debates about his short-
comings and defeat the
wolves that are preparing
to pounce on him from
inside and outside his gov-
ernment.

He has never experi-
enced such a crisis. The
US is still trying to humor
him, but it also views him
as a heavy burden on
Israel, the Palestinians, the
region and America itself.
He cannot relinquish
American support, but a
price must be paid to keep
benefiting from it.

The US has a real inter-
est in implementing the
two-state  solution. It
believes it is necessary to
end the conflict, support
moderates and deprive
Iran of a card that has
allowed it to infiltrate
other countries, reside
there and change their fea-
tures.

Netanyahu also knows
that moderate Arab coun-
tries, led by Saudi Arabia,
have played a decisive role
in persuading Western
capitals that there can be
no stability in the Middle
East without the establish-
ment of an independent
Palestinian state with East
Jerusalem as its capital.
Arab foreign ministers
have stressed that a cease-
fire must be accompanied
by a political process that
leads to the establishment
of a state within a specific
timeframe.

The battle of the state is
open, but the journey is
not easy. An Israeli gov-
ernment capable of taking
what Israelis deem to be
“difficult decisions” must
be formed. Chief among
these decisions is accept-
ing the idea of a
Palestinian state and a
return to respecting inter-
national resolutions.

The Palestinians must
also be united to address
the wave of support for the
Palestinian state. The
Palestinians are calling on
the world to champion
their rights. The world
also has the right to call on
the Palestinians to take
into account that the estab-
lishment of their own state
must be conditioned on the
recognition of Israel and
international guarantees to
1t.

Would Hamas be able
to accept this, even
through the Palestine
Liberation Organization?
What would be the posi-
tion of the so-called axis
of resistance, specifically
Iran, especially since the
Palestinian state can only
be born through America’s
approval?

And finally, the US
must take a firm position
in making Israel accept the
two-state solution, given
that there can be no other
viable option.

At a commencement
speech at West Point mili-
tary academy on Saturday,
US President Joe Biden
stressed the importance of
his country. He said:
“Thanks to the US Armed
Forces, we’re doing what
only America can do as the
indispensable nation, the
world’s only superpower.”

This statement under-
lines America’s responsi-
bility in ending the injus-
tice against the Palestinian
people and putting out the
chronic fire that has
exhausted the Middle
East. The US is required to
carry out consultations to
come up with a serious
and guaranteed mecha-
nism because the vast
majority of the world now
believes that the
Palestinian state is indis-
pensable if the Middle
East is to catch its breath.

Is a rules-based

T the 1919 Paris
P e a ¢ e
Conference,

which sought to craft a
new world order out of
the ruins of World War
I, Japan introduced the
following clause on
racial equality to be
written into the
covenant of the League
of Nations: “The equali-
ty of nations being a
basic principle of the
League of Nations, the
High Contracting
Parties agree to accord,
as soon as possible, to all
alien nationals of States
members of the League
equal and just treatment
in every respect, making
no distinction, either in

law or in fact, on
account of their race or
nationality.”

The West was aghast.
Australian Prime Minister
Billy Hughes was morti-
fied about the future of
“White Australia” if the
clause was accepted.

The British Foreign
Secretary Lord Balfour
declared that while he
found the notion that all

men were created equal
an interesting one, he did
not believe it. “You could
scarcely say that a man in
Central Africa was equal
to a European.”

More than a century
later, similar concerns are
being voiced at the
prospect of  Western
nations and their allies
receiving the treatment
routinely meted out to
lesser countries.

There has been uproar,
especially in the United
States and in Israel, fol-
lowing the decision by
International ~ Criminal
Court prosecutor, Karim
Khan, to seek arrest war-
rants for Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and  his
defence minister, Yoav
Gallant, on charges of
war crimes and crimes
against humanity relating
to the genocidal Israeli
assault on Gaza.

To many Kenyans, the
protests are reminiscent
of the reactions of the
Kenyan and other African
governments when our
own President Uhuru

international order truly possible?

Patrick Gathara

Kenyatta and his then
deputy and now successor

as president, William
Ruto, were hauled before
the ICC on similar

charges a decade ago. The
two were accused of com-
plicity in the violence that
followed the disputed
2007 presidential election
and to date, they remain
the only sitting officials
to actually stand trial in
The Hague.

It does not help that
Khan was the lead lawyer
for Ruto’s defence team
but beyond that, many of
the arguments offered by
the US and Israel are a
rehash of those of
UhuRuto (as the Kenyan
pair were known). While
today Khan is accused of
anti-Semitism, his prede-
cessor was accused of
“race hunting”.

The protests over Khan
ignoring complementarity
and riding roughshod
over local  judicial
processes echo similar
complaints by the Kenyan
government which assert-

ed that Kenyan courts had
the wherewithal to deal
with the crimes. Even the
tarnishing of the court as
irrelevant reproduces
Kenyatta’s infamous
description of it as “a
painfully farcical pan-
tomime the toy of
declining imperial pow-
ers”.

All these were eventu-
ally  debunked. The
charge that the ICC
focused exclusively on
African countries was
undermined by the fact
that the vast majority of
these cases were referred
by African countries
themselves.

The complementarity
argument collapsed as no
local cases ever materi-
alised with regard to any
of the crimes — just as it is
the probable case in
Israel.

And as the consterna-
tion clearly shows, the
ICC is far from irrelevant.

But there is a signifi-
cant difference.

In the past, crimes

against humanity charges
were only ever levelled
against non-Western
nations. In fact, as human
rights attorney and war
crimes prosecutor Reed
Brody told The Intercept,
“the ICC has never indict-
ed a Western official”.
Khan himself reported
being told that the ICC
was “built for Africa and
thugs like Putin”.

Historically too, the
US and its allies have
considered themselves as
above the reach of inter-
national law. In the war
crimes tribunals that fol-
lowed the end of World
War II, only the crimes of
the Axis Powers (Italy,
Germany and Japan) were
tried.

It was also held that it
would not constitute a
defence to argue that the
Allies had done many of
the same things the Axis
Powers  were  being
accused of.

However, the requested
arrest warrants against
Israeli leaders threaten to
upend this established
system of  Western

impunity. “If they’ll do
this to Israel, we’re next,”
US Senator Lindsey
Graham has declared. As
the non-Western world
increasingly looks to give
international institutions
teeth and make them less
tools of Western hegemo-
ny, such fears will only
grow. Already, South
Africa’s case at the
International Court of
Justice accusing Israel of
violating the genocide
convention has inspired a
challenge by Nicaragua
of Germany’s provision
of arms to the apartheid
state.

The fact is these tussles
are about much more than
Israel and its crimes
against the Palestinians.
The ultimate question
they raise regards
whether the much-touted
notion of a rules-based
international order is truly
possible. Will the West
humble itself before the
international system it has
been instrumental in cre-
ating or will it continue to
insist on its exceptional
status?
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Remembering Palestinian
journalist Amna Homaid

On April 24, Amna Homaid’s
torn body lay in the rubble of a
house in Shati camp, in the
Western part of Gaza city, as res-
cuers tried to find survivors. An
Israeli attack had struck the
building, killing her and her eld-
est son Mahdi. Her brother and
her other five children were
injured but survived.

Her death was added to the
dark statistic of more than 140
journalists and medical workers
murdered in Gaza by Israel’s
genocidal onslaught, per the
count maintained by the Gaza
Media Office. This year — like
last — more journalists have been
killed from Palestine than from
any other nation.

Palestinian women journalists
have always been at the fore-
front of Israel’s violent occupa-
tion and the wars it has waged
on Palestinians. Their bravery
and dedication have helped
shine light on the suffering and
atrocities the Palestinian people
have been through and continue
to face.

But Amna was more than a
journalist; she was a poet and a
feminist activist. She was born
in Gaza in 1990 to a family who
traced their roots to the
Palestinian town of Isdud — what
the Israelis now call Ashdod.

As is the case for most
women in Gaza, Amna’s journey
was marked by resilience and an
unwavering commitment to edu-
cation. She obtained a BA from
the Islamic University of Gaza
in 2016 and later joined a mas-
ter’s degree programme at Al-
Agsa University. Both of her
alma maters have been com-
pletely destroyed by Israeli
bombardment.

She worked for several local
newspapers and radio stations,
lending her voice to the margin-

alised, conducting
research and advo-
cating for women’s rights and
the Palestinian cause.

She lived in the Yarmouk
neighbourhood, just a few kilo-
metres away from Gaza’s
Mediterranean coast. Had she
been born on the other side of
the sea, she may have enjoyed a
sprawling career and promi-
nence, winning many awards
and global recognition for her
many gifts. As it is today, her
final reward has been death at
the hands of the Israeli army.

Amna left behind a seven-
month-old baby, Duha, as well
as children Ali (10), Mohammed
(9), Amir (5), and Ghana (4).
Her husband - journalist and
activist Saed Hassunah — has
been unable to reach them.

They had become separated in
December after Israeli soldiers
raided an apartment building in
Gaza city where they had taken
refuge, kidnapped and tortured
him and forced Amna and the
children to leave. After the
Israeli army released Saed —
beaten up, stripped and with no
possessions — he made his way
south, as he was unable to estab-
lish contact with his family for
days. Injured and deeply worried
about his wife and children, he
suffered a nervous breakdown.

Prior to this horrible ordeal,
the family had survived Israeli
bombings targeting the places
where they had sought shelter
twice. The second time Amna
and Duha were injured.

“I can’t stop thinking of them
after the murder of Amna,” Saed
told me. “I can’t go to the north
and they can’t come to the south.
We are separated. I could not
even attend the funeral of Amna
or bid her the last farewell. and I
can’t sleep, thinking of them.”

Ghada Ageel

Amna’s family
are emblematic of
all in Gaza who grapple with the
atrocities unfolding there. The
words of the United Nations
special rapporteur on the occu-
pied Palestinian territories,
Francesca Albanese, ring with a
sombre truth: “The colossal
amount of evidence concerning
international crimes committed
by Israel in Gaza just over the
past six months could keep the
International Criminal Court
busy for the next five decades”.

The horror of Amna’s death is
forever captured in a report aired
by Al Jazeera Arabic. As corre-
spondent Ismail al-Ghoul arrives
at the scene of the bombing, one
of Amna’s sons, Mohammed,
runs towards him. With tears
streaming down his face and his
voice shaking, the little boy calls
out: “Uncle Ismail!” “Yes, what
happened my dear?” the reporter
asks.

The boy pours out his heart:
“My mom and my brother are
trapped under the rubble, and
my other siblings and uncle are
wounded. I came out OK,” he
says, crying and not realising he
has small pieces of shrapnel in
his body.

The reporter asks him what
happened. Mohammed struggles
to speak. Breathing heavily and
sobbing, he says a rocket struck
while the family were sitting
together. As he is overcome by
tears, a relative rushes to
embrace him, offering what little
solace could be found amid the
unfolding genocide.

Mohammed’s words are a
spectre in my mind, thousands
of kilometres away in Canada
and helpless to do anything
against the savage Leviathan
unleashed onto Gaza. 1 hope
someday these words will echo

in the halls of international jus-
tice.

Before she was taken from us,
Amna faced a smear campaign.
Israel’s Channel 14 broadcast a
photograph of her and claimed
that she was part of the
Palestinian armed resistance and
that her presence at al-Shifa
Hospital proved Hamas “hid in
the hospital”.

Instead of displaying solidari-
ty with a fellow journalist under
fire, the Israeli media chose to
incite against her instead. Amna
was indeed at al-Shifa, but left
the hospital just before the siege
began so she avoided death in
the massacre of at least 400 peo-
ple in March. This decision to
leave prolonged her life by a few
weeks.

Her husband believes she was
targeted for her reporting on the
Israeli genocide.

A few weeks before her mur-
der, Amna penned a poignant
reflection on her Facebook page:

“My choices have always
been a mix of bitter and aston-
ishing experiences. Though the
junctures are fraught with diffi-
culty and fate hangs in the bal-
ance, I have never been one to
waver, to bend, to retreat, or to
falter. Nothing will deter me
from upholding the sanctity of
sacraments and carrying and
delivering the message that I
deeply realised at a young age.”

Amna’s murder on April 24 is
a loss to her family, her friends,
the Palestinian people and any-
one committed to building a bet-
ter world. Her words of hope
and dedication are an incredible
testament to the power of the
human spirit to survive through
the unimaginable. I hope they
inspire future generations to act
as bravely as she did.

‘Change’ on the cards for UK as
Sunak calls July election

HE owner of a luxury

apartment in Santa

Monica, California, may
soon be paying it a rare visit
come July. This is the view of
many British observers after the
dramatic decision of this owner,
who happens to be British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak, to call a
general election for July 4.

The shock is that Sunak has
opted to go for this nuclear option
so early, when the economy has yet
to recover and the Conservatives
lack a compelling narrative that
might allow them to overturn their
huge and consistent deficit in the
polls. The Tories endured a torrid
time in the local elections at the
beginning of May. Most had
expected the PM to pick a date in
the autumn. Many Conservative
MPs were openly seething. The
public appeared generally content
to bring an end to the interminable
election season.

British politics has been as
unpredictable and fickle as the
English weather for a decade or so
now. Yet, this time, Keir Starmer is
the overwhelming favorite to
become King Charles’ third prime
minister. He still needs a jaw-drop-
ping 12 percent swing to get a
majority of just one, but the Tories
look finished, bereft of ideas. The
country appears to be craving
change.

It will be a race in which the two
leaders, Sunak and Starmer, will
rarely inspire, as they are both
short on charisma. But voting is
often a gut issue, an emotional
decision, and how the electorate
sees the leaders will matter hugely.

It has been 14 years since
Labour was in power. At the last
general election in 2019, the party
did disastrously, achieving its
worst election result in almost a
century. The Tories now trail

Labour by 20 points in the polls
and this has been pretty much the
case ever since Sunak came into
office following the crashing of the
British economy under his prede-
cessor, Liz Truss. Her 45 days in
power will haunt the Tory election
bid.

An ugly campaign may be in the
offing. The Conservatives have
given notice that they will fight on
culture war issues, with immigra-
tion at the heart of their messaging.
Recent anti-Muslim comments by
senior Conservatives show that a
N I N I I . -

be bandied around consistently
during this six-week campaign.
Starmer will also tap into the wide-
spread view that Britain is broken,
that key services are just not work-
ing.
What will be the key issues?
The economy is the top concern for
voters and has been consistently,
not least since COVID-19.
Inflation was at 11 percent just two
years ago. It is now back down to
2.3 percent, yet prices are still
more than 20 percent higher than
they were in 2021. Real wages are
I I I I I S . -

The shock is that Sunak has opted to go for
this nuclear option so early, when the econ-
omy has yet to recover and the
Conservatives lack a compelling narrative
that might allow them to overturn their
huge and consistent deficit in the polls. The
Tories endured a torrid time in the local
elections at the beginning of May. Most had
expected the PM to pick a date in the
autumn. Many Conservative MPs were
openly seething. The public appeared gen-
erally content to bring an end to the inter-
minable election season. British politics has
been as unpredictable and fickle as the
English weather for a decade or so now.

hurricane of Islamophobia could
be imminent.

Starmer claims the British peo-
ple want change and has pledged to
“return Britain to the service of
working people.” Labour will por-
tray the Tories as chaotic and with-
out a plan. In contrast, Labour
claims that it will return stability
and calm. The word “change” will

hardly above where they were in
2010. Tories will promise tax cuts,
but it is doubtful this will have a
great effect. Labour will not follow
this and has pledged to borrow to
invest in the green economy.
Immigration is what the Tories
will want to focus on. The trouble
is that their anti-immigration plans
have not been very successful.

Small boat crossings across the
English Channel, which decreased
by a third in 2023, have increased
in recent times. This failure is one
reason the highly anti-immigrant
Reform UK party could fare well
and undermine Tory hopes.

Labour will, as ever, push for
health to be a centerpiece of the
campaign. Waiting lists are
300,000 higher than when Sunak
pledged to reduce them.

There should be a vigorous
debate on Britain’s place in the
world. That this may not happen is
perhaps an indication of the
increasingly isolationist attitude of
many voters. But it matters. First
and foremost, eight years after vot-
ing to leave the EU, just what is
Britain’s relationship with the EU
going to be? Labour will articulate
a position that the country must get
closer again without rejoining.
Secondly, how will relations with
the US fare going forward? This
has not always been easy in recent
years. Much will depend on
November’s election across the
Atlantic.

Gaza will be an issue in certain
constituencies. Expect a fair num-
ber of independent candidates to
challenge, with Palestine a key
theme. A significant portion of the
core Labour voting base has been
angered by the party leadership’s
tepid response to Israeli war
crimes. They may punish the
party.

Anything but a Labour victory
would be a shock. The real ques-
tion is how large a majority
Starmer will get. He will want to
get way past the magic mark of 326
MPs that is necessary for a majori-
ty. Will he have a large enough
majority to govern freely or will he
have to win over all wings of his
party or even other center-left par-
ties?

China's carbon com-
mitment blueprint for
global sustainability

HINA'S determined

climate  commit-

ment to achieve car-
bon neutrality by 2060 and
peak carbon emissions by
2030 marks a significant
turning point in the global
fight against climate
change. By declaring its
intent to meet these targets
independently, China is
signaling a robust and self-
reliant approach to envi-
ronmental sustainability
that could serve as a model
for other nations.

Driving this commitment
are stringent climate policies
being actively implemented
across major municipalities
and provinces such as
Beijing, Shanghai and
Guangdong. These regions
are leading the charge with
comprehensive strategies for
green, low-carbon develop-
ment, emphasizing techno-
logical innovation and the
integration of sustainable
practices across various
industries. This shift towards
carbon neutrality reflects a
profound transformation in
China's economic growth
model, one that prioritizes
environmental stewardship
alongside economic devel-
opment.

Renewable energy is at
the heart of this transforma-
tion, experiencing rapid and
unprecedented growth with-
in China. This surge is creat-
ing aripple effect across var-
ious market sectors, spurring
advancements in electric
vehicles (EVs), energy stor-
age solutions and other cut-
ting-edge technologies. The
expansion of renewable
energy not only bolsters
China's energy security but
also positions it as a fron-
trunner in the global green
economy.

At the corporate level,
Chinese businesses across
manufacturing, construction
and logistics are embracing
this green  revolution.
Companies are increasingly
integrating solar panels,
adopting electric vehicle
fleets and implementing a
wide range of clean energy
practices. This transition is
driven by a combination of
government policies and
market incentives, with both
state-owned and private
enterprises proactively set-
ting and meeting challeng-
ing emission reduction tar-
gets. This dynamic reflects
China's evolving energy
landscape, shaped by nation-
al and local government pri-
orities, market transforma-
tions, significant invest-
ments in the energy sector
and the implementation of
carbon tax schemes.

Chinese suppliers are also
excelling within the global
supply chain, particularly in
innovation, production effi-
ciency and emissions reduc-
tion. Many suppliers have
already established stringent
climate reduction targets and
actively participate in indus-
try-wide collaborations. For
example, the UNFCCC
China group's initiative in
the apparel industry high-
lights how Chinese suppliers
are leading the charge in sus-
tainability. Global compa-
nies and buyers can leverage
these suppliers' commit-
ments to  continuous
improvement, robust invest-
ments and dedication to low-
carbon practices, thereby
enhancing their own sustain-
ability efforts.

China's "30/60" decar-
bonization goal—reaching a
carbon peak before 2030 and
carbon neutrality before
2060—places  significant

Qaiser Nawab

emphasis on the role of
finance in facilitating the
green and low-carbon transi-
tion. The country has devel-
oped a multi-tiered green
finance market system, with
green loans and bonds rank-
ing among the highest glob-
ally. This financial frame-
work is supported by top-
down government policies
and bottom-up local initia-
tives, such as the carbon
trading market and green
finance pilot zones.

Over the past decade,
these efforts have spurred
rapid growth in green indus-

my. These initiatives demon-
strate how financial mecha-
nisms can be effectively
leveraged to support envi-
ronmental goals.
Nevertheless, ~ China's
journey towards carbon neu-
trality is fraught with chal-
lenges. The country must
balance economic growth
with environmental protec-
tion, ensure energy security
while reducing carbon emis-
sions, and foster innovation
in green technologies.
Despite these hurdles, the
progress made thus far is
promising and sets a strong
foundation for achieving the
2060 carbon neutrality goal.

At the corporate level, Chinese busi-
nesses across manufacturing, con-
struction and logistics are embracing
this green revolution. Companies are
increasingly integrating solar panels,
adopting electric vehicle fleets and
implementing a wide range of clean
energy practices. This transition is
driven by a combination of govern-
ment policies and market incentives,
with both state-owned and private
enterprises proactively setting and
meeting challenging emission reduc-
tion targets. This dynamic reflects
China's evolving energy landscape,
shaped by national and local govern-
ment priorities, market transforma-
tions, significant investments in the
energy sector and the implementa-
tion of carbon tax schemes. Chinese
suppliers are also excelling within
the global supply chain, particularly
in innovation, production efficiency
and emissions reduction. Many sup-
pliers have already established strin-
gent climate reduction targets and
actively participate in industry-wide
collaborations. For example, the
UNFCCC China group's initiative in
the apparel industry highlights how
Chinese suppliers are leading the
charge in sustainability. Global com-
panies and buyers can leverage these
suppliers' commitments to continu-
ous improvement, robust invest-
ments and dedication to low-carbon
practices, thereby enhancing their
own sustainability efforts.

tries. Notably, BYD, a
Chinese company, has sur-
passed Tesla to become the
world's best-selling brand of
electric vehicles.
Additionally, China's share
of renewable energy capaci-
ty, primarily from solar,
wind and hydro sources,
now constitutes about 50
percent of its total genera-
tion capacity. In 2023, the
clean energy sector account-
ed for 40 percent of China's
GDP growth, highlighting
the significant economic
benefits of the green transi-
tion.

China's success in green
finance initiatives is a testa-
ment to its commitment to
sustainable development.
Green finance pilot zones
and the carbon trading mar-
ket are pivotal in directing
investments towards green
projects, fostering innova-
tion and driving the transi-
tion to a low-carbon econo-

China's approach to inte-
grating environmental sus-
tainability with economic
development offers valuable
lessons for the global com-
munity. By prioritizing tech-
nological innovation,
embracing green finance and
fostering a culture of sus-
tainability, China is paving
the way for a greener future.
The country's efforts under-
score the importance of a
coordinated and comprehen-
sive approach to addressing
climate change, involving
government policies, corpo-
rate actions and community
engagement.

As the world grapples
with the urgent need to
address climate change,
China's example offers hope
and direction, demonstrating
that with determination,
innovation and collabora-
tion, a sustainable future is
within reach.

— China Daily

Billionaire backlash shows the power of basic income

AST month, the
I US state of Iowa
enacted a law
banning local govern-

ments from adopting
basic income pro-

basic
thought of like a pension,
only for everyone. Its
purpose is to provide a
permanent, base level of
financial security for all

income can be

you do.

Simply put, therefore,
poverty and wealth are

you are positioned in the
social matrix rather than
who you are and what

provides.
Crucially, these
and theoretical

have received enormous

Neil Howard

sion, homelessness and
recidivism. They provide
enough evidence to sup-
port the effectiveness of

moral
cases

grammes. This follows
similar developments in
Arkansas, Idaho, and
South Dakota.

In Texas, after law-
makers failed to get their
own such law adopted,
the state’s attorney gen-
eral filed a case to pre-
vent Harris County from
launching the basic
income pilot that its offi-
cials had authorised.
Declaring  the
“unconstitutional”, the
attorney general has
taken his case all the way
to the Supreme Court of
Texas. What is going on
here? And why do the
intricacies of seemingly
obscure local US politics
matter?

To answer these ques-
tions, we have to look
into the radical potential
that basic income has to
reshape our social rela-
tions. Defined as a regu-
lar cash payment given
unconditionally to all, a

pilot

people independent of
work, recognising that if
we lack money or the
means to make it in the
world of the market then
we are in deep trouble.
Theoretically, the case
for basic income is well-

developed.
It rests on the intuitive
premise that ensuring

people’s basic security
will mitigate the effects
of multiple societal ills,
including racism and
other forms of discrimi-
nation, and help improve
individual and social
wellbeing.

Morally, it rests on two
historical truths. First,
that not all wealth has
been ‘“earned” — plenty
has been stolen, accumu-
lated through violence
and exploitation, or
reproduced through
cycles of inherited privi-
lege. Second, poverty is
political rather than per-
sonal — it is about where

both about power — his-
torical and contemporary
— and how this plays out
in people’s everyday
lives. The idea behind
basic income is to rebal-
ance that power, redis-
tributing it from those
who have plenty to
ensure that all have
enough.

This moral case is
strengthened by the
decades of research that
scholars have done to
prove that social ills of
all sorts have their roots
in poverty.

From physical and
mental ill health to drug
abuse, homelessness, and
crime, many of the issues
we face are causally
related to being poor.
Likewise, we know that
exploitative work and
domestic violence are
easier to sustain and
harder to resist when
people lack the “freedom
to say no” that money

empirical backing over
the past five years, as a
wave of basic income
pilots has spread around
the world, particularly in
the United States, where
nearly 150 have sprung
up since the COVID-19

pandemic.
Sparked by the first
mayor-led  pilot in

Stockton, California in
2019 and funded in large
part by the COVID-19
relief money distributed
by the federal govern-
ment, local authorities
across the country have
been experimenting with
unconditional cash as an
upstream social policy
intervention that could
form the basis of a new
welfare model.

The findings from
these pilots are electric —
improvements in well-
being, education, entre-
preneurship, maternal
and child health; reduc-
tions in stress, depres-

basic income pro-
grammes.
Alongside these

inspiring pilots, a move-
ment has been develop-
ing in the US to call for
the adoption of basic

income as national
policy.

This movement
includes influential pro-
gressive organisations,
academic institutions,
grassroots  organisers,

and even a nationwide
coalition of elected offi-
cials, all of whom have
rallied around the vision
of basic income for all
within the next decade.
So well developed is this
movement that polls sug-
gest that a majority of
Americans now favour
some form of basic
income.

The rising popularity
of this policy is scaring
conservative lawmakers,
political lobbyists, and
their billionaire backers.

They recognise the
potential in this move-
ment at this time, partic-
ularly in its push to
denaturalise poverty,
wealth and the social
bases of each.

They see the inherent
danger that a progres-
sively  funded Dbasic
income would pose to
their ever-increasing
wealth.

And they sense, per-
haps even intuitively, the
threat to their power
immanent in a people
able to survive without
having to submit to the
tyranny of the market.
So, now they are acting,
in classically
Machiavellian fashion, to
see the threat off at the
pass.

That is why across the
country we are seeing
efforts to kill basic
income programmes, like
the attorney general’s
legal challenge in Texas.

Exceptional investiga-
tive work by the basic
income researcher and
advocate Scott Santens
shows that one of the
organisations supporting

the backlash against
basic income is the
Foundation for
Government
Accountability (FGA),

which also crusades for
causes such as banning
free school meals and
preventing the extension
of Medicaid.

Predictably, the FGA
is funded by hyper-con-
servative billionaires like
Richard and Liz Uihlein,
described by the New
York Times as “the most

powerful conservative
couple you’ve never
heard of”.

The FGA’s “research”
on basic income is, also
predictably, not worthy
of the name. Its flagship
publication - “Why
States Should
Universal Basic Income
Schemes” — features only
a single peer-reviewed
academic citation and
reproduces multiple dis-
credited tropes, including
the idea that basic
income “discourages
work”, which the evi-
dence overwhelmingly
rejects.

For example, results in

the largest basic income
study involving 200
Kenyan villages showed
that the distribution of
monthly payments did
not result in recipients
leaving the workforce
but promoted occupa-
tional choice.

Such studies and aca-
demic articles did not

make it into FGA’s
“research” because its
aim is not to produce
defensible scholarship

but rather to develop the
discursive weaponry
needed as part of the
overall hegemonic strate-
gy of the billionaire
class.

In this respect, the
growing battle against
basic income can be seen
as a kind of a case study
of hegemony at work, a
classic example both of
the tools the powerful
use to maintain their
position and the moments
at which they choose to
use them.

For progressives, this
can mean only one thing
— that basic income might
just be an idea whose
time has come.
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PESHAWAR: ﬁresident Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industry Fuad Ishaq addressing opening cer-
emony of two-day Gemstones and Mineral Show. Vice President SCCI Ejaz Khan also present on occasion.

ICMA elects

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Shehzad
Ahmed Malik re-elected
as president of Institute of
Cost and Management
Accountants of Pakistan
while Muhammad Yasin
vice president, Shaham
Ahmed Honorary Secre-
tary and Marryum Parvaiz
elected as Honorary Treas-
urer 413th session of Nat-
ional Council of ICMA.
Shehzad Ahmed Malik,

FCMA, M.A. in
Economics, CFC(USA),
Employer  Trainer of

ICAEW is a highly experi-
enced professional with
over 25 years in manage-
ment consultancy and
finance. He currently
serves as the CEO of
SMNCO (Shehzad Malik
Management Consultants
Pvt Ltd.) and holds vari-
ous board positions in
Pakistani companies. He is
also a board member of
SAFA, contributing to its
Committee on Education,
CPD, and Training.

He represented ICMA
on the Members’ Devel-
opment Committee of the
Confederation of Asia and
Pacific Accountants
(CAPA). At ICMA, he
chairs the Technical Sup-
port and Practice Develo-
pment (TSPD) Committee,
the Executive Committee,
and the Education
Committee. With over 24
years of professional expe-
rience, Mr. Malik has held
significant roles such as
Vice President & Hon
Secretary at ICMA.

Finance Director/CFO
at Islamabad Electric Sup-
ply Company and Army
Welfare Trust (AWT). He
has contributed to the
Ministry of Finance’s Tax
Reforms & Anomaly Co-
mmittees of FBR served
as a faculty member at
several universities and
ICMA International.

Moreover, he holds
honorary positions in vari-
ous committees of the
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and Advisor
at Federal Tax Omb-
udsman (FTO). He has
also worked with World
Bank and HEC on differ-
ent projects.

Mr. Muhammad Yasin,
FCMA, and CIPFA (UK),
served on ICMA’s
National Council (2018-
2020). He has held roles

office bearers

such as Chairman of the
Research and Publications
Committee and Honorary
Treasurer, and has also
been President of PIPFA’s
Board of Governors. With
over 24 years of diversi-
fied experience spanning
across sectors including
Textile, Oil & Gas, Media,
Aviation, Supply Chain,
and Education, he is cur-
rently the Group CFO at
The Superior Group and a
Distinguished Toastmaster
(DTM).

Mr. Shaham Ahmed,
Staff General Manager at
Pak Suzuki, serves as
Honorary Secretary of
ICMA, contributes to aca-
demia as a visiting faculty,
and leads transformative
initiatives in  business
development, sustainabili-
ty, and global recognition,
including digitizing exam-
inations and fostering
vocational education part-
nerships. His dedication to
advancing professional
standards and fostering
industry-academia collab-
oration is exemplary.

Ms. Marryum Pervaiz,
Secretary to the Compe-
tition Commission of Pak-
istan, is also heading Cha-
irman Secretariat and Mer-
gers & Acquisitions Depa-
rtment encompassing a
wealth of expertise amas-
sed over two decades.

Meezan Bank strengthens
foothold 1n forex services

— launches Meezan Exchange

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Meezan Bank,
Pakistan’s leading Islamic
bank has officially com-
menced operations of
Meezan Exchange Comp-
any Limited (MECL), its
wholly-owned subsidiary
in Karachi. MECL will
offer remittance and forex
services to all customers.
As an initial step in its jour-
ney, MECL will expand to
10 outlets nationwide with-
in the first month of its
launch with accelerated
plans to launch 50 outlets

within a year.

The  first  Meezan
Exchange branch, located
at the Trade Tower,
Karachi, was recently inau-
gurated by Mr. Irfan
Siddiqui, Founding Presid-
ent & CEO of Meezan
Bank, along with Mr. Zia
Ul Hassan, Chairman of the
Board MECL, Mr. Faisal
Sarwar, CEO MECL, and
senior management from
Meezan Bank and Meezan
Exchange.

Meezan Exchange’s
rapid roll out comes with
the State Bank of Pakistan’s

structural reforms in the
exchange sector that aim to
create local forex power-
houses with licenses to
operate in the country.
MECL has joined the coun-
try’s growing list of
exchange companies and
specializes in offering
transparency and cost-
effectiveness in every
transaction, building upon
its core strengths of offer-
ing efficient currency
exchange rates, swift serv-
ice, and a superior cus-
tomer experience.

Mr. Irfan  Siddiqui
remarked, “The launch of
Meezan Exchange rein-
forces our commitment to
delivering seamless finan-
cial solutions. We are on
the path to building best-in-
class financial solutions
based on our Core Values

of  Shariah-compliance,
Integrity, and Service
Excellence. Meezan

Exchange is a testament to
the rapid strides we want to
make in providing outclass
remittance and multi-cur-
rency exchange services to
both our corporate and indi-
vidual customers.”

PSX witnesses
bearish trend,
loses 465
points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed bearish trend on
Monday, losing 465.55 poi-
nts, a negative change of
0.61%, closing at 75,517.49
points against 75,983.04
points the previous day.

A total of 446,071,483
shares valuing Rs 16.406
billion were traded during
the day as compared to
609,848,980 shares valuing
Rs 23.580 billion the previ-
ous day.

As many as 406 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market; 123 of
them recorded gains and
231 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
52 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were K-Electric
Limited with 55,596,310
shares at Rs 5.02 per share,
Symmetry Group Limited
with 40,663,666 shares at
Rs 6.19 per share and
WorldCall Telecom with
29,465,739 shares at Rs
1.37 per share.

Excide Pakistan Limited
witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs 37.66 per
share price, closing at Rs
508.35, whereas the run-
ner-up  was  Pakistan
Services Limited with a Rs
24.59 rise in its per share
price to Rs 806.97.

Shahmurad Sugar Mills
Limited witnessed a max-
imum decrease of Rs
45.43 per share closing at
Rs 522.41, followed by
Murree Brewery
Company Limited with a
Rs 13.21 decline to close
at Rs 430.39.

Rupee sheds 10 paisa
against dollar

Pakistani Rupee on
Monday lost 10 paisa
against US dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 278.30 against
the previous day’s closing
at Rs 278.20.

According to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of the dollar in the
open market, however,
were Rs 277.50 and Rs
280.10 respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by 68 paisa to
close at Rs 301.84 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs 301.16, according to

the State Bank of
Pakistan.
The Japanese Yen

remained unchanged to
close at Rs 1.77, whereas
an increase of Rs1.04 pasia
was witnessed in the
exchange rate of the British
Pound, which traded at Rs
354.38 as compared to the
last day’s closing of Rs
353.34.

The exchange rate of the
Emirates Dirham and the
Saudi Riyal increased by
03 paisa each to close at Rs
75.77 and 74.20.

Ensuring continuum of care through
integration of MNCH and PPFP

F.P. Report

KARACHTI: Building
Healthy Families (BHF)
trained 65 Master Trainers
from the public and private
health sectors on ensuring a
Continuum of Care through
Integration of Maternal,
Newborn, and Child Health
(MNCH) and Post Partum
Family Planning (PPFP).
The training of master
trainers was done in three
batches from April 22,
2024 till May 10, 2024, for
health care providers from
19 districts of Sindh who
will later trickle it down in

their respective districts.
Dr. Farhana Memon,
Project Director, Repr-
oductive Maternal And
Neonatal Child Health
(IRMNCH) Sindh, graced
the occasion as a Chief
Guest and appreciated the
facilitation by BHFA in
strengthening the capacity
of the public and private
sectors in Sindh to ensure
high-quality MNCH and
PPFP services to women in
the province. The USAID-
funded, Pathfinder
International-led Building
Healthy Families (BHF), is
about $40 million invest-

ment in Pakistan to provide
technical assistance to the
federal and provincial gov-
ernments. This contribution
will be instrumental in
improving reproductive,
maternal, and child health
indicators of the province’s
most vulnerable popula-
tions. It will expand access
to and use of essential
healthcare services in
Pakistan, including high-
quality family planning and
maternal, newborn, and
child health and nutrition
services.

“Our key interest is to
provide facilities and

upskill healthcare providers
as it is them and the Master
Trainers who are always at
the forefront of making any
program a success” - Dr.
Farhana Memon, Project
Director, RMNCH Sindh

BHF is currently in
Year 2 of the project, oper-
ating in 19 districts in
Sindh. Focus on health-
care equity is fundamental
to BHF’s approach, and
the activity is committed
to addressing the needs of
women, girls, youth, and
people traditionally mar-
ginalized from accessing
quality healthcare.

steps to put gemstones

sector on modern lines

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: President,
the Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
Fuad Ishaq said the gem-
stones sector is a prime
source for enhancement of
country’ export and foreign
exchange and stressed it is
in dire need of hour to put
this important sector on
modern lines.

The SCCI chief wanted
pragmatic steps to financial
assistance  of  traders
attached with the gem-
stones sector.

He assured the chamber
will take up issues of gem-
stones traders with govern-
ment and relevant authori-

ties and try to resolve them
at earliest.

Fuad Ishaq was address-
ing an opening ceremony of
two-day Gemstones and
Mineral Show organized by
Gemstones Traders Assoc-
iation in Peshawar on
Monday.

The event was attended
by the SCCI senior vice
president Sanaullah Khan,
vice president Ejaz Khan
Afridi, Saddar Gul, Faiz
Rasool, the Gemstone
Traders Association presi-
dent Haji Murad Tajak,
Haji Dost Muhammad,
other office bearers, a large
number of traders associat-
ed with Gemstone Sector.

After inaugurating the

two-day Gemstones Show,
Fuad Ishaq toured various
stalls set up during the
exhibition wherein traders
briefed him about impor-
tance and quality of various
kinds of gemstones, and
their demand international-
ly and export.

Gemstones traders on
the occasion expressed
anguish over harassment
through using various tac-
tics and unnecessary actio-
ns and creating trouble and
demanded amicable resolve
of all issues to earn huge
foreign exchange through
enhancing export of gem-
stones and stabilizing the
economy and promoting
the gemstone sector.

Fuad Ishaq responding to
various demands of the
traders assured that chamber
will take up issues of gem-
stone traders’ with Civil
Aviation Authority, airport,
custom and other authorities
and would make all out
efforts to resolve all prob-
lems that have been faced
by the traders amicably.

The SCCI president
asked the gemstones traders
association to submit all
issues in writing to the
chamber so that these
issues will soon be taken up
with relevant authorities.

Earlier, the chamber
president Fuad Ishaq for-
mally inaugurated the
Gemstone Show.

Pak construction industry adopting

modern construction materials
e ——

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Keeping in
mind the global trends and
commitment to climate act-
ion, the construction indus-
try of Pakistan is moving to-
wards the adoption of mo-
dern and sustainable con-
struction materials, accord-
ing to an Institute of Arch-
itects Pakistan (IAP) official.
To showcase the con-
struction sector’s potential
and create awareness about
these modern construction
materials, such as value-
added PVC products, the
IAP recently organized
three-day TAPEX 2024.
The event attracted a strong
footfall of architects, interi-
or designers, students, exp-
erts, and industry players.
Mishaal Merchant,
Chairman of IAP highlight-
ed that the construction sec-
tor plays a pivotal role in
the overall economic devel-
opment of any country.
According to a report by
the Pakistan Credit Rating
Agency (PACRA), in
1QFY24, the sector con-
tributed ~11.5% in industri-
al activities and around
~2.7% to the GDP. The
destructive floods of 2022
and changing global trends
have necessitated the local
construction industry to
embrace international stan-
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dards and promote the use
of sustainable materials.
Among the modern and
cost-effective  construction
materials displayed at the
event, downstream PVC
products garnered a lot of
interest from the visitors.
ThinkPVC, a retail outlet
owned and operated by
Engro Polymer & Chemicals
(EPCL), showcased down-
stream PVC products rang-
ing from pipes and fittings to
doors, windows, roofing, and
wall panels, at the IAPEX.
Talking about the much-
needed change to modern-
ize Pakistan’s construction
sector, Muhammad Idrees,
Chief Commercial Officer

at EPCL said, “Resolving
the urban housing crisis
demands a  balanced
approach - enhancing exist-
ing housing, while also
embracing modern, sustain-
able materials for new con-
struction. ThinkPVC offers
innovative and cutting-
edge solutions that not only
surpass aesthetically but
also offer cost-effective-
ness, while meeting evolv-
ing climate demands. We
work closely with archi-
tects and developers to
ensure our products uphold
our commitment to sustain-
ability, thus elevating the
construction landscape.”
He added that PVC is the

material of choice by archi-
tects and developers across
the world due to its
longevity  against the
changing climate needs, as
well as aesthetics and cost-
effectiveness compared to
other materials. ThinkPVC
also unveiled Vero, a new
and advanced range of
kitchens and vanities, at the
ITAPEX with the aim to
redefine the benchmarks of
quality and craftsmanship
in the Pakistani market. The
superior quality Vero prod-
ucts will also encourage
import substitution and
development of the local
market in line with global
standards of excellence.

CCP approves merger of
two brokerage houses

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP) has
approved a Scheme of
Arrangement for the merg-
er of M/s. Intermarket
Securities Limited (IMS)
with M/s. EFG Hermes
Pakistan Limited (EFG).
M/s. Intermarket Securit-
ies Limited (IMS) is a public
unlisted company providing
brokerage services in Paki-
stan, while EFG Hermes

Pakistan Limited (EFG) is a
registered public listed com-
pany focused on offering
brokerage services in stocks,
along with financial broker-
age, corporate finance, and
financial research.

The Phase-I competition
assessment by the CCP
identified ‘Brokerage
Services’ as the relevant
product market. The assess-
ment further revealed that
post-transaction, IMS will
dissolve without winding
up, and EFG will be the

surviving entity. Under the
Scheme of Arrangements,
the agreed swap ratio for
the transaction is 2.16:1,
whereby, for every 1 share
of IMS, EFG will issue
2.16 shares to the share-
holders of IMS.

The assessment further
confirmed that post-trans-
action, the merger will lead
to a slight increase in
EFG’s market share, which
will not result in EFG
attaining dominance in the
brokerage market. The

merger signifies a strategic
consolidation aimed at
enhancing service offerings
and market reach, ultimately
benefiting clients with
improved financial services
and research capabilities.

Chairman Dr. Kabir Ah-
med Sidhu said that this app-
roval underscores the CCP’s
commitment to fostering
competitive markets while
ensuring that mergers and
acquisitions do not adverse-
ly affect market dynamics
and consumer interests.

Shipping
activity at PQ

KARACHI (APP): Shipp-
ing activity was report at the
port where seven ships,
Maersk Phuket, Bo-Mus-
tafa-O, Kouros Leader, Sea

Steller, Isabella Kosan, Mar- |/
angas Asclepius and Sunny ||

Bay scheduled to load/off-
load Container, Cement,
Rice, Chemicals, LNG and
Coal, berthed at Container
Terminal, Multi-Purpose
Terminals, Grain Terminal,
Engro Terminal, Elengy
Terminal and Bulk Terminal
respectively on Sunday.

Meanwhile three more
ships, Blue Bird, Ullswater
and Bateleur carrying
Mogas and LPGs also
arrived at outer-anchorage
of the Port Qasim during
last 24 hours.

A total of eleven ships
were engaged at PQA be-
rths during the last 24 ho-
urs, out of them a container
ship ‘Maersk Phuket’ left
the port on today morning
while three more ships, Al-
ba Gas, Ultra Colonsay and
Torm Venture are expected
to sail on today afternoon.

Cargo volume of 174,265
tonnes, comprising 135,938
tonnes imports cargo and
38,327 tonnes export cargo
carried in 2,159 Containers
(272 TEUs Imports and
1,887 TEUs export) was
handled at the port during
last 24 hours.

PNSC participated in 2nd

Pakistan Hind

I
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F.P. Report

KARACHI: The Pakistan
National Shipping Corp-
oration (PNSC) realizing its
national obligation actively
participated in Job Fair and
Education Expo 2.0 organ-
ized by the Pakistan Hindu
Council (PHC).

The effort made by Dr.
Ramesh Kumar Vankwani,
the honorable Member
National Assembly and
Patron in Chief of the
Pakistan Hindu Council
(PHC) is much appreciated
in providing such a gate-
way towards introducing
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employment in Pakistan,
guiding and giving oppor-
tunity to directly meet the
young generation.

The presence of Pakistan
National Shipping Corp-
oration (PNSC) event was
to search for graduates hav-
ing excellent academic
background to fulfill its
Human Resource needs for
ongoing business expan-
sion and diversification.

The young graduates
were provided guidance
and career counseling about
Maritime Industry and
associated benefits. In addi-
tion, jobs through various

u Council

EXPO

Internship and Manage-
ment Trainee Programs
offered to skilled and
unskilled graduates.

The Pakistan National
Shipping Corporation
encouraged youngsters to
avail this opportunity and
be part of it for their better
and prosperous future.

With the clear direction
of Qaiser Ahmed Shaikh,
the honorable Federal
Minister of  Maritime
Affairs, the main objective
of PNSC was to provide
employment opportunities
through a direct platform to
professionals.
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In brief

All Pakistan
Memorial Basketball

kicks off Tuesday
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan ~ Basketball
Federation (PBBF) was
holding  All-Pakistan
Muhammad Majid and
Abdul Nasir Memorial
Basketball Tournament
(PBBF) at the Siddique
Memon Sports
Complex Karachi from
Tuesday. According to
the Associate Secretary
of Pakistan Basketball
Federation (PBBF) and
Tournament Director
Muhammad  Yaqoob
Qadry, top teams were
taking part in the tour-

nament. Teams of
Pakistan Air Force,
Wapda, Police,
Rangers, Islamabad,
Sindh Green,

Balochistan and Sindh
White will compete in
the six-day event to
conclude on June 2, he
said. He said Mayor
Karachi Murtaza
Wahab Siddiqui would
inaugurate the event
while Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori
will be the chief guest at
the closing ceremony of’
the tournament who
will distribute prizes
among the players. Four
matches will be played
daily in the tournament,
the semi-finals will be
held on June 1, while
final will be played on
June 2, he said.

SA team to
arrive on June 5
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Saudi Arabian
football team was set to

arrive in Islamabad on
June 5 for the FIFA

World Cup 2026
Qualifiers match
against Pakistan.

According to details,
the team would travel
from Riyadh to
Islamabad on a char-
tered flight. The highly
anticipated match
between Pakistan and
Saudi  Arabia was
scheduled to take place
on June 6 here at the
Jinnah Football
Stadium of Pakistan
Sports Complex. This
would be Pakistan's
final home match in the
FIFA World Cup 2026
Qualifiers Round 2.
Pakistan would play
their last away match
on June 11 against
hosts Tajikistan. Both
teams were expected to
give their best perform-
ance in the game. The
FIFA World Cup 2026
Qualifiers have gener-
ated immense excite-
ment among football
enthusiasts who would
be waiting to witness
the encounter at the
Jinnah Stadium.

Jacks thankful for

Kohli influence

LONDON (AFP): Will
Jacks hopes to put the
on-field "coaching" he
received from Virat
Kohli to good use
when England bid to
retain their T20 World
Cup title next month.
Jacks goes into the
third game of
England's  warm-up
series against Pakistan
having helped propel
the hosts to a 23-run
win at Edgbaston on
Saturday. The Surrey
all-rounder struck a
quickfire 37 in what
proved to be a decisive
stand with captain Jos
Buttler as England
went 1-0 up in the rain-
hit four-match series
ahead of Tuesday's
game at Cardiff's
Sophia Gardens. It was
another example of
Jacks' power hitting
after he recently struck
an unbeaten century
off just 41 balls --
including 28 runs from
one Rashid Khan over
-- as Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
chased down 200 to
beat Gujarat Titans in a
high-pressure  situa-
tion, with India star
batsman Kohli looking
on from the other end.
"The big thing with the
IPL is that every game
is such an occasion, the
crowd, the atmos-
phere," Jacks told
reporters on Monday,
just over a week from
England's World Cup
opener against
Scotland in Barbados.
"Every game you feel
like you've got to step
up and that's similar to
international cricket."
As for batting with
Kohli, the 25-year-old
added: "He's a very
good role model.
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan Volleyball Federation (PVF), Chaudhry Muhammad Yaqoob
addressing a press conference. —APP Photo

Two KP players win
Silver at South Asian
Junior Tennis

PESHAWAR (APP): Two
promising  players  of
Pakistan, hailing from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammad Shayan Afridi
and Muhammad Junaid
Khan part of the three teams
with a player from Sindh
Rashad Ali grabbed silver
medal in the recently con-
cluded South Asian Junior
Tennis Championship held
in Kathmandu, Nepal.
Teams from Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka, Maldives,
Bhutan, and India were the
other participating teams
where  Pakistan  team,
despite unseeded in the U12
category, finished with silver
medal by defeating strong
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Maldives and Bhutan while
lost to strong India, the top
seeded team of the South
Asian  Junior  Tennis
Championship, in the final.
Muhammad Abid Khan
was the team coach of
'Pakistan's team showed
excellent performance and

defeated the
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Maldives and
Bhutan, while in the final it
faced defeat against India,
thus the teams of Pakistan
and India has also qualified
for the Asian Junior Tennis
C’ship which will be held
in a period of two months.

M. Shayan Afridi and
Junaid Khan after arrival at
Peshawar Sports Complex,
were welcomed by the
General Secretary of the
Provincial Tennis
Association Umar Ayaz
Khan Khalil. Dr. Tahir, a
well known plastic surgeon
and Chairman of the KP
Tennis Association,
President DIG Saleem Khan
Marwat, Senior  Vice
President KP  Tennis
Association Syed Farhat
Abbas, coaches Roman Gul,
Nouman Khan, Shaharyar
Khan, Zakir Ullah, Inam
Ullah, Israr Ullah, Janan
Khan, Wakeel Khan, Amjad
Khan, Mehmood Khan and

teams of

other personalities were also
present.

The two players
Muhammad Shayan Afridi
and Junaid Khan were gar-
landed soon after arriving at
the  Peshawar  Sports
Complex. The office-bear-
ers of the KP Tennis
Association also demanded
from the Chief Minister KP
Ali Amin Khan Gandapur
to announce cash prizes for
both the players who creat-
ed history of being unseed-
ed players reaching the final
and winning silver medal.

Earlier, a ceremony was
also organized in the hon-
our of Shoaib Khan and
Mohammad Yousuf Khalil,
who joined the Davis Cup
team after recording victo-
ries in the trials matches
against top seeded national
ranking players. It is hoped
that in the upcoming com-
petitions, KP players will
continue to shine not only
at national but also at inter-
national level.

More matches decided in PM Youth
Talent Hunt Men's Handball League

PESHAWAR (APP):
Decision of several match-
es in the ongoing Prime
Minister Youth Talent Hunt
National Handball League-
2024 being played at differ-
ent venues under the aegis
of Directorate of Sports

inside  University  of
Peshawar premises on
Monday.

Adnan Khan, Project

Manager, Higher Education
Commission  Islamabad
was the chief guest along
with the President of
Provincial Handball
Association and Director of
Sports Peshawar University
Bahre Karam, Additional
Registrar Dr. Noorzada,
Ahsan Khan, Sajjad Khan,
officials of  Pakistan

Handball Federation and
representatives of Higher
Education =~ Commission
were also present.

In the matches held on
Monday KP White scored a
40-19 goals victory against
Federal White team where-
in Khyber White players
fully dominated the match
and did not give many
chances to Federal White
Team Islamabad to strike
back.

In the other match
Balochistan White scored
15-11 goals victory against
Sindh White in a thrilling
match while Balochistan
Green scored 30-3 goals
win against Sindh Green
and Punjab Green defeated
Federal Green by 30-06

goal in a one-sided affair.

KP Green defeated
Sindh Green by 37-12
goals, while Punjab Green
defeated Federal Green by
45-08 goals in a one-sided
affair. ~ President  KP
Handball Association and
Director Sports Bahre
Karam said that two teams
from  Punjab, Sindh,
Balochistan, Federal
Islamabad and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa are taking
part in the National
League.

He said University of
Peshawar is hosting the
provincial as well as
National Leagues of the
Handball and ensures due
facilities to the players of
various provinces.

Nadal defeated in likely

iy~
PARIS (AFP): Rafael
Nadal's record-breaking
French Open career came
to its likely end on Monday
when the 14-time champion
slumped to a demoralising
first round defeat against
Alexander Zverev.

Nadal, who turns 38 on
June 3, went down 6-3, 7-6
(7/5), 6-3 to world number
four Zverev, suffering only
his fourth loss in 116
matches at Roland Garros
since his 2005 title-winning
debut. It was the first time
he had been defeated in
Paris in the opening round
and will again lead to ques-
tions over his long-term
future in the sport.

"I don't know if this is
the last time I will be here,
I am not 100% sure but if it
is then I wanted to enjoy
it," said Nadal. "The feel-
ings today are difficult to
describe in words."

Plagued by injuries,

kNG

which had limited him to
just four events since

January last year, former
world number one Nadal is
now 275 in the rankings
and was unseeded in Paris.
However, he insisted on
the eve of the tournament
that he was "100% keeping
the door open" on his future
in a sport which has brought
him 22 Grand Slam titles.
In a repeat of the 2022
semi-final, which Nadal
won when Zverev quit with
ankle ligament damage, the
Spaniard had his chances.
He was a break of serve
up in the second and third
sets, only to be pinned back
on both occasions by his in-
form 27-year-old opponent.
Chants of "Rafa, Rafa"
had loudly echoed under
the roof of Court Philippe
Chatrier which was shut
tight against the torrential
rain sweeping across the
grounds and bringing havoc

French Open farewell

to the schedule.

They subsided to silence
when Nadal was broken to
love in his opening service
game and he was left to
regret his inability to con-
vert two break points in the
fourth game. Nadal saved
two set points in the ninth
game but surrendered the
opener after 50 minutes
when he buried a loose
forehand into the net.

It was only the fourth
opening set he had lost at
Roland Garros. Nadal broke
for the first time in the
match to lead 3-2 in the sec-
ond set but couldn't back up
the advantage and handed
the break back to three-time
semi-finalist Zverev as he
served for the set.

A tense tie-breaker fol-
lowed which the German
claimed, buoyed by stretch-
ing to 5/3 on the back of a
gruelling 19-shot rally.

Nadal dug deep and with
the likes of Novak
Djokovic, Carlos Alcaraz
and Iga Swiatek having
watched from the packed
stands, he broke and held
for 2-0 in the third set.

However, Zverev again
roared back to level at 2-2
before a besieged Nadal
had to save four break
points in a 13-minute fifth
game to stay in contention.
The effort was too much
and a composed Zverev
was soon 4-3 up and the
match was over when
Nadal fired a forehand
wide and long.

Rauf hopeful
for Pakistan’s

comeback

CARDIFF (Web Desk) :
Pakistan’s right-arm pacer
Haris Rauf expressed his
confidence in the national
team to force a comeback in
the ongoing four-match
T20I series against England.
The  express  pacer
addressed a press confer-
ence here on Monday and
revealed that the touring side
is confident and will try to
win the remaining fixtures
heading into the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2024.
“Yeah, we lost one game
but as a team, we are very
confident and [will] try to
win the next couple of games
before the World Cup. “As a
team, we had a good practice

session today and we played ||

a lot of games in the past.
“Obviously, it is dishearten-
ing to lose a match but as a
team we are confident and
we can beat any opposition
and we’ve done that a lot of
times in the past.

“When you make mis-
takes, you learn from them
and try not to repeat them.
So, we’ll work on it and
will try to perform well in
the coming matches and
make a comeback.” Haris
Rauf further revealed the
obstacles he faced amid his
rehabilitation from a shoul-
der injury, which he sus-
tained in the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) 9. “The fam-
ily support  remains
throughout your career.
Making a comeback is not
easy but if one has deliv-
ered performances in the
past, it is not difficult for
the team to select again,”
Haris said. “It’s hard for a
player when he gets injured
and comes back again for
the game. It’s not easy
because you are struggling
a lot at that time.

Australian volley ball
team’s visit to
Pakistan of significant
importance: Elliott

ISLAMABAD (INP): Head
coach of the Australian vol-
leyball team, Daniel Elliott
has termed the visit to
Pakistan very important say-
ing that the Pakistani team is
currently showing the best
performance in the region.
He said there will be the
best volleyball matches
with Pakistan to prepare for
the Challenge Cup, while

the Chairman of the
Pakistan Volleyball
Federation, Chaudhry

Mohammad. Yaqub says
that the series will be help-
ful for the preparation of
international events, the
team is providing all possi-
ble facilities to improve

performance.

Speaking during a press
conference with Pakistan
Volleyball Federation
Chairman Mohammad
Yaqoob, Australian and
Pakistani  captains  in
Islamabad, Daniel Elliott
said that it was great to
come to Pakistan.

The Pakistani team was
in the best form at the
moment, Pakistan's per-
formance in recent events
has been excellent, that's
why they expressed their
desire to play a series
against Pakistan before the

Challenge Cup.
Speaking on the occasion,
Chairman of  Pakistan

Volleyball Federation,
Chaudhry Muhammad
Yaqoob, said that we are
happy to host Australia as the
fans will get to see the best
volleyball series. He said the
series will be helpful for the
preparation of the interna-
tional event. Volleyball was
the most watched sport after
cricket, he added.

The Australian team will
be seen in action for the first
time in the country's history.
The first match will be
played on May 28, while
the second and third match-
es will be played on May 29
and 30. The matches will
start at Liaquat Gymnasium
daily at 1:30 PM.

Naqvi rewards Wheelchair
cricketers for Asia Cup triumph

LAHORE (APP):
Chairman Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Mohsin

Naqvi on Monday present-
ed a cheque worth rupees
1.5 million to the Pakistan
Wheelchair cricket team on
winning the Asia Cup 2024.

The Pakistan Wheelchair
cricket team had overcome
Sri Lanka in the final of the
Asia  Cup Wheelchair
championship 2023 in
Nepal last year. It was
Wheelchair cricketers con-
secutive title.

In order to the team's
achievement, Chairman
PCB invited members of
the Pakistan Wheelchair
Cricket team to the PCB
Headquarters at Gaddafi
stadium and congratulated

:. -
m on their triumph.

Mohsin Naqvi lauded
the team’s efforts and
expressed best wishes for
the team's continued suc-
cess. He also assured PCB's
support for the Wheelchair
Cricket Team in its future
endeavours. Members of
the Wheelchair Cricket
Team expressed their grati-
tude to the PCB for hosting
them and offering them

&
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encouragement.

Pakistan =~ Wheelchair
Cricket Council
Chairperson Rukhsana

Rajput, Wheelchair Cricket
Team captain Mohammad
Zeeshan, vice-captain
Imran Arain, batter Syed
Arsalan Ahmed, wicket-
keeper-batter =~ Muazzam

bowler

and
Mohammad Fayyaz were
present on the occasion.
PCB Chief Operating
Officer Salman Naseer,

Nawaz

Director -  Domestic
Cricket Operations
Abdullah Khurram Niazi,
Senior General Manager
Domestic Junaid Zia and
other PCB officials attend-
ed the ceremony.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the Wheelchair
cricketers have been appre-
ciated twice by the PCB for
this achievement. Former
Chairman Zaka Ashraf had
also awarded a cash prize
of 3.6 million rupees to
these wheelchair cricketers
for the same feat in
December last year.

England captain Buttler set to
miss 3rd T20 against Pakistan

LONDON (AFP): Jos Buttler has left |
ahead
Tuesday’s Twenty20 international
against Pakistan to be with his wife,
who is about to give birth to the cou-

the England squad

ple’s third child.

The 33-year-old England captain
struck a match-winning 84 as the
hosts took a 1-0 lead in the rain-
affected four-game series with a 23-
run win in Birmingham on Saturday.
set to miss
Wednesday’s third T20 in Cardiff,
with vice-captain Moeen Ali in line to
lead England at Sophia Gardens
instead. Ben Duckett could be
brought in to open in Buttler’s

But he is now

absence or England could

Will Jacks from No 3 after he made
37 off 23 balls against Pakistan at
Birmingham’s Edgbaston ground.
Surrey all-rounder Jacks recently
returned from a stint in the T20
Indian Premier League, where he
made a dashing unbeaten hundred to
lead Royal Challengers Bengaluru to

a nine-wicket win over

Titans. If he were to move up the
order for England on Tuesday, Jacks
would be opening the batting along-
side Phil Salt, a player he knows well
from their time in franchise cricket.

of

promote

Gujarat States,

“I think we’re both very comfort-
able,” Jacks told Sky Sports. “Me and
Phil have played a lot of cricket
together — we’ve played franchise
cricket together which definitely
helps when we come to England.

The 25-year-old added: “We under-
stand each others’ games very well and
we’re both that kind of free-flowing,
top-order batters everyone has nowa-
days.” This series, which concludes at
The Oval in London on Thursday, is
serving as a warm-up for the T20 World
Cup in the Caribbean and the United
with reigning champions
England starting their title defence
against Scotland in Barbados on June 4.

Archer rest

England fast bowler Jofra Archer

could be rested for the Cardiff match

" ahead of the Oval finale.

Archer has been beset by elbow
injuries since his starring role in help-
ing England win the 50-over World
Cup in 2019. But the 29-year-old
marked his long-awaited return to
international cricket by taking two
wickets at Edgbaston after a washed-
out series opener in Leeds.

Archer, on his first international
appearance for 14 months, and first
on home soil since 2020, bounced
back from an expensive first over,
which went for 15 runs, to finish
with 2-28 as
missed for 160. Fellow fast bowler
Mark Wood is the most likely
replacement for Archer but Jacks was
pleased to see the Sussex paceman
back in international action.

“It’s great for all English fans,
even cricket fans all over the world
— everyone wants to see him
(Archer) bowl,” Jacks said. “It’s been
a while and to see him even come
back from how he got hit in his first
over is impressive.

“He’s been bowling good speed in
the nets,
good yorkers at the death — he’s a
massive asset for us and we love to
have in him our team.”

Pakistan were dis-

good speed in the middle,

Teams reaching Peshawar to participate
in KP U23 Inter-Region games

PESHAWAR (APP):
Teams are reaching
Peshawar to participate in
the forthcoming Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa U23 Inter-
Region Women, Men
Games, Additional Director
Sports and Chairperson of
the Organizing Committee
of Games, Rashida Ghaznai
told on Monday.

Rashida Ghanavi said
that women Games would
be played in Abdul Wali
Khan Sports Complex,
Charsadda, BISE Sports
Peshawar and Peshawar
Sports Complex. Rashida

Ghaznavi said that all
arrangements have been
completed to organize the
women's games in the best
way as 770 players from all
seven regions of the
province will compete in
nine different games.

The official inaugura-
tion will be held on
Tuesday at Hayatabad
Sports Complex Peshawar
with Chief Minister KP Ali
Amin Gandapur formally
inaugurate.

Cricket, Athletics and
Taekwondo would be organ-
ized in BISE Peshawar

Sports Complex, Squash at
Qamar Zaman Squash
Complex and the rest of five
Games of women would be
played at Abdul Wali Khan
Sports Complex Charsadda,
she informed.

Before the trials of
women players of all
regions have been conduct-
ed very smoothly and the
selection of various teams
across the province have
been made on the basis of
merit. The trials were held
in Chitral in which Chitral
Lower and Chitral Upper
women players participated.

She said that according
to the Policy of the KP
Govt, women have been
given opportunities on the
basis of equality and
efforts have been made to
involve women officials in
these games. He said that
the women’s team will
fully participate in the
opening and closing cere-
mony of the U23 Games.
He said that Tamim
Gandapur, who is an inter-
national athlete, will lead
the team with the national
flag, which is an honor for
women athletes.
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IRSA releases
332,200 cusecs

water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Monday released
332,200 cusecs water
from various rim stations
with inflow of 367,500
cusecs. According to the
data released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1467.97 feet and
was 69.97 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 145,400
cusecs and 145,000
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1183.15 feet, which
was 133.15 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 64,900
cusecs and 30,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 193,800,
129,500, 98,800 and
42,100 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
98,700 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 34,900 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Police arrest

three robbers

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Bani Police have arrest-
ed three robbers, mem-
bers of 'Faisal' gang and
recovered cash Rs
35,000, snatched costly
mobile phone, weapons
and other items from
their possession, said a
Police spokesman here
on Monday. He
informed that a team
under the supervision of
SHO, Bani Police
Station managed to net
three robbers namely
Faisal, Haris and Asmat
and recovered cash Rs
35,000, a costly mobile
phone, weapons and
other items from their
possession. The arrest-
ed accused have been
sent to jail for identifi-
cation parade. A case
has been registered
against the accused
while further investiga-
tion is  underway.
Superintendent of
Police, Rawal, Faisal
Saleem said the accom-
plices and facilitators of
the accused would also
be sent behind bars.

AIOU holds

tutor briefing

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Igbal Open
University (AIOU) has
appointed tutors across
the country for the
Spring Semester 2024 to
provide excellent guid-
ance to the thousands of
students enrolled in the
Matric and FA pro-
grams. According to a
press release, the tutors
are expected to perform
their duties with dedica-
tion, integrity, and a
commitment to national
service to keep the stu-
dents motivated to learn.
These remarks were
made by the Director of
the Islamabad Regional
Campus, Ahsan
Shakoor, during a brief-
ing session for tutors
held the other day. He
emphasized that tutors
were university ambas-
sadors who  should
encourage students
unable to attend regular
schools to enroll in the
open university.
Helping these students
get on track will lead to
societal improvement
and ultimately con-
tribute to the country's
development. The
Regional Director
informed the tutors
about the official
WhatsApp group creat-
ed by the university at
the number 0304-
0378832. This group
will keep both students
and tutors updated on
the university's educa-
tional activities. Tutors
can also use this
WhatsApp number to
quickly resolve their
issues. Ahsan Shakoor
mentioned that the uni-
versity's education sys-
tem has become fully
digitalized. Under the
new system, the
appointment of tutors is
based purely on merit
and is  conducted
through an automated
system, with the region-
al offices playing a min-

imal role.
)
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Gilani stresses constants
efforts for impregnable
national defense

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
the nation observes Youm-
e-Takbeer on Tuesday to
commemorate the 26th
anniversary of Pakistan’s
nuclear  tests, Acting
President Syed Yusuf Raza
Gilani called for drawing
inspiration from that suc-
cess to make the country’s
defence impregnable
through technological and
economic advancements.

The acting president, in
his message to the nation,
termed the day a pivotal
moment in the nation’s his-
tory and called for a
renewed pledge to continue
working towards a peaceful
and stable world.

He said on that day,
Pakistan successfully
demonstrated its nuclear
capabilities and joined the
ranks of nuclear powers.
“Youm-e-Takbeer serves as a

testament to our nation’s
resilience, unwavering deter-
mination, and commitment to
maintaining regional peace
and stability,” he added.

He said the journey to
becoming a nuclear state
was not without its difficul-
ties as the national leader-
ship and scientists braved
various  challenges to
achieve the remarkable feat.

“Today, as we reflect on
this journey, we acknowl-
edge the hard work of our
scientists and engineers
without whom this achieve-
ment would not have been
possible. Today, we also
recognize the contributions
of Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto whose efforts led to
making Pakistan a nuclear
state. We also appreciate
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto’s
decision as the opposition
leader of the time to support

Nawaz Sharif for conduct-
ing nuclear tests. Indeed, it
was the collective determi-
nation of our civil and mili-
tary leadership as well as
our scientific acumen, and
unwavering dedication to
national defence that pro-
pelled us forward,” Acting
President Gilani remarked.
He said that Pakistan, as a
responsible nuclear state,
firmly believed in the peace-
ful resolution of conflicts.
“We are also strictly adher-

ing to international stan- ||

dards, and have implement-
ed stringent controls and
comprehensive safety meas-
ures to safeguard our nuclear
assets,” he maintained.

“Pakistan remains com-
mitted to maintaining
Credible Minimum
Deterrence, preserving the
balance of power and deter-
ring aggression.

Railways penalize 93 officials
on corruption charges

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways has held
responsible and penalized as
many as 93 officials of the
department on corruption
charges during the last five
years, as a part of its efforts
to control malpractices.

“Several steps are being
taken to control corruption
in Pakistan Railways
which include introducing
ticket vending machines
and online reservation of
ticket to avoid black mar-
keting,” an official in the
Ministry told APP.

The official said the task
teams have been estab-
lished to keep watch on any
irregularities and check the
attendance of staff in the
organization.

He said the ticketless
campaigns through Special
Ticket Examiners (STEs)
groups and officers are being
carried out on daily basis in
the divisions to check and
charge the ticketless passen-
gers with penalty.

“The payment of pen-

sion is being carried out
through online banking
system to facilitate the pen-
sioners as well as to elimi-
nate the ghost pensioners,”
he added.

He said all the auctions
are held through designated
committee in transparent
manner and deposited
amount is being received
through CDR duly verified
by the concerned
Divisional Accounts
Officers (DAO). The offi-
cial said E-Kacheri as well
as Khuli Kacheri are held
on monthly basis to resolve
the grievances of staff, pen-
sioners and the public.

He said that vigilance
offices have been estab-
lished over the system to
control the corruption and
resolve any complaint
received from public /
Railway staff. “An online
booking/reservation appli-
cation system has been
launched by Pakistan
Railways  known as
Railway Automated Book

and Travel Assistance
(RABTA),” he added.

He said this application
has eased the booking
process and also helped
monitor cash inflows. To
minimize the chances of
corruption, the Human
Resources Management &
Information System,
(HRMIS), Systems
Applications & Products
(SAP) in Data Processing
have been launched to
ensure paperless system.

The official said only
authorized personnel have
access to the database of
SAP and HRMIS. He said
the regular performance
review meetings are con-
ducted to ensure the timely
disposal of disciplinary
cases of employees.

The focal persons have
been nominated from all
departments of Pakistan
Railways to promptly
resolve the complaints
reported through Prime
Minister’s  Performance
Delivery Unit (PMDU).

CDA mobilizes to extinguish
Margalla Hills’ fire

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Capital Development
Authority (CDA) teams are
on-site, working tirelessly to
extinguish the fire in the

Margalla Hills’ Saidpur
Village range.
A CDA spokesperson

said that over 75 firefighters
are actively working to con-
trol the blaze. Additional
teams have been dispatched
to the area to expedite the
firefighting operations.

The Director for
Protection and the Director
General of Environment are
personally on-site, oversee-
ing the response. Despite the
challenges posed by strong
winds, all available
resources are being utilized
to contain the fire, the
spokesperson added.

CDA putting maximum
efforts to address water
shortage in summer: The
Water Management Wing
of the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) has inten-

sified its efforts on several
projects to mitigate water
shortages in the federal cap-
ital on the arrival of the
summer season.

“The  authority  has
instructed the relevant
departments to expedite all
repair and maintenance
work, addressing issues such
as leakages and replacing
old and rotted pipes at the
Simly Water Filtration Plant
and Main Distribution
Line,” an official told APP.

He said that timely
repairs and maintenance by
the Water Supply Wing had
not only saved eight lakh
gallons of water per day but
also improved water pres-
sure in the pipelines.

Similarly,  addressing
complaints related to leak-
ages from old and deteriorat-
ed pipes in water supply
lines across different sectors
of the federal capital would
enhance water availability
for the residents, he said.

The official said that water
levels in dams like Khanpur
Dam had decreased over
time due to insufficient rain-
fall in the federal capital.

Consequently, the Water
Supply Department was
working tirelessly around
the clock to bridge the
water shortage gap during
the summer season, ensur-
ing adequate water supply
to the citizens, he added. To
a question, the official said
the authority was going to
install four new tube wells
in Sector F-10, F-11, G-10,
and G-11 to further facili-
tate the residents.

The initiative aimed to
address potential water
shortages  reserves in
Khanpur Dam decline, he
added. He said the tender
had already been published
in various newspapers to
expedite measures aimed at
controlling water shortages
before the arrival of the
summer season.

Disbursement of quarterly tranche
of Benazir Kafaalat continues

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
disbursement of the quar-
terly tranche (April-June)
of Benazir Kafaalat cash
assistance to the beneficiar-
ies continued smoothly
across the country by the
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP).

According to an official
source, the payment
process is being executed in
two phases to disburse Rs.
10,500 per household
among over nine million
registered beneficiary fami-
lies. In the first phase, the
payments are being issued
among the beneficiaries in
all districts of Islamabad,
Balochistan, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir and Gilgit
Baltistan.

The payments are also
being disbursed in
Peshawar, Mardan and all
districts of Malakand and
Hazara Division in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, all

districts of Karachi
Division and  District
Hyderabad in  Sindh

province and Gujranwala,

Sahiwal, Rawalpindi and
all districts of Sargodha
Division and  District
Vehari in Punjab.

While payments to the
beneficiaries in the remain-
ing districts will be issued
in the second phase. The
beneficiaries can receive
their payment through the
nearest centers after receiv-
ing message from 8171.
The beneficiaries, in case
of any complaint, can
approach the nearest BISP
Tehsil offices or call the
toll-free helpline number
080026477 of the Benazir
Income Support Program.

The special control room
has been activated in the
BISP  headquarters to
address the complaints of
the beneficiaries promptly.

However, the beneficiar-
ies can also contact the

officials on WhatsApp
numbers including
03018472841 (Hyderabad
District), 03018472838
(Karachi Division),
03175370095 (South
Punjab), 03202399616

(Central Punjab),
03028238564 (North
Punjab), 03492883482
(Balochistan),
03155212820 (Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa),
03155213094 (Azad
Jammu and Kashmir and
Gilgit Baltistan).

The messages from the
Benazir Income Support
Program are sent only from
8171, and messages from
any other number should
not be trusted. The officials
of BISP have been directed
to ensure the smooth dis-

bursement of Kafaalat pay- ||

ments to the women with-
out any deductions.

The staff has been deput-
ed to monitor the process of
payment disbursement and
take immediate action
against the agents responsi-
ble for deductions from the
beneficiary’s payments.

The BISP is currently
supporting 9.3 million
deserving families and
acting as a lifeline for
those facing economic
hardship.

ISLAMABAD: A view of smoke emitting after fire erupts at Margalla Hills in the Federal Capital.
—APP Photo

Six police
officials

sacked

RAWALPINDI (APP): Six
police officials, including a
Station House Officer
(SHO) from Morgah, have
been sacked from their
positions due to their
involvement in altering
documents and destroying
evidence in murder case.

The dismissed officials
were including former SHO
Morgah Shahid Gillani, Sub
Inspector Waqgas Ahmed,
Sub  Inspector  Farruk
Mehmood, Head Constable
Murtaza Hassan, Head
Constable Tassawar
Hussain, and Head
Constable Haq Nawaz.

According to a police
spokesperson, a case has been
filed against these officers for
their actions, which favoured
the accused and compro-
mised the investigation.
City Police Officer (CPO)
Syed Khalid Mehmood
Hamdani stated that these
individuals, by abusing their
power, not only brought dis-
grace to the department but
also violated the law.

He emphasized that such
misconduct will not be toler-
ated, and those responsible
will face legal conse-
quences. CPO Hamdani
affirmed the commitment of
Rawalpindi Police to uphold
the principles of accounta-
bility and transparency.

Missing boy
body

recovered
ISLAMABAD (APP): The

Islamabad Wildlife
Management Board
(IWMB), Capital Police

along-with civic agencies
and Rescue 1122 recovered
the body of young boy Taha
who went missing on
Saturday at Trail-5 of the
Margalla Hills National Park.

According to the IWMB
spokesperson, a fifteen-
member team of the IWMB
resumed the search operation
at 0400 hours in the morn-
ing. During the operation,
the body of the young man
was found in a ditch on Trail-
5. Apart from other team
members, two climbers also
participated in the operation.
The IWMB reported the
dead body to the local police
and helped them in identify-
ing the incident site.

He added that the boy
perished at a difficult to
approach terrain that took
hours to reach the location to
recover the body. The
IWMB, local police, Capital
Development  Authority,
Metropolitan Corporation
(MCI) and Rescue 1122 per-
sonnel were involved in the
relief activities.

ANF recovers
45 kg drugs iIn nine
operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF)
in its ongoing operations
against drug trafficking con-
ducted nine raids across the
country and managed to
recover 45 kg drugs besides
arresting 10 accused, said an
ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on Monday.

He informed that 7.7 kg
ice was recovered from a
Jeddah-bound passenger at
Peshawar Airport.

In second operation, 13
kg of hashish and 170

grams ice were recovered
from the possession of an
accused arrested in Multan.

8.4 kg opium was recov-
ered from two suspects net-
ted in Phoolnagar Kasur
area while 5.4 kg ice was
recovered from two sus-
pects rounded up in two
operations in Quetta.

4.8 kg hashish was
recovered from an accused
in Chashma Road
Mianwali.

3.6 kg hashish was
recovered from the posses-

sion of an accused nabbed
near Haji Camp Peshawar.

2 kg hashish was recov-
ered from a suspect held
near Burhan Toll Plaza
Attock.

In ninth operation, 500
grams ice was recovered
from an accused arrested
near a college in Peshawar.

Cases under the Anti-
Narcotics Act have been

registered against the
arrested accused and fur-
ther investigations are

under process.

Abbasi visits various
parks to inspect facilities

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Member National Assembly
(MNA) Hanif Abbasi along
with Director General (DG)
Parks and Horticulture
Authority (PHA),
Rawalpindi Ahmed Hasan
Ranjha here on Monday vis-
ited various parks and
inspected the facilities being
provided to the citizens.

On this occasion, Hanif
Abbasi also planted a
sapling in Quaid-e-Azam
Park and praised the ongo-
ing plantation campaign and
initiatives taken by PHA.

Hanif Abbasi visited the
office of PHA, Rawalpindi.
Later, DG, PHA Ahmed
Hasan Ranjha along with
Hanif Abbasi and promi-
nent social and political
figures of Rawalpindi city

visited Quaid-e-Azam
Park, Allama Igbal Park,
Milad Park, Ayesha Park,
Mehra Sharif Park, Muslim
Park, Shah Najaf Park,
Shah Najaf Ground and
‘Gulab’ Park.

Hanif Abbasi and other
political and social person-
alities appreciated the ini-
tiatives taken by PHA
regarding the recreational
facilities being provided to
the public in the parks and
said that the Punjab govern-
ment would ensure the pro-
vision of quality recreation-
al facilities to the public.

Ahmed Hasan Ranjha
said that PHA was utilizing
all available resources to
provide quality recreational
facilities to the citizens and
the authority’s successful

plantation campaign was
underway with the public
cooperation and support.
The target of planting
thousands of trees this year
would be achieved, he said
adding, the effects of severe
weather could be reduced
only by plantation cam-
paigns. Hanif  Abbasi
encouraged the initiatives
of the authority for provid-
ing facilities and best recre-
ational environment in var-
ious parks of Rawalpindi.
The PHA spokesperson
informed that a large num-
ber of citizens from differ-
ent city areas visit the
parks in the morning and
evening hours and enjoy
the refreshing air of the
parks while avoiding the
effects of hot weather.

Mohtsib to hold "'Khuli
Katcheries” in Rwp

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senior Officers of the
Wataqi Mohtasib Secretariat
to hold Khuli Katcheries in
Rawalpindi, Chakwal and
Attock on May 28, 29 and
May 30, 2024 respectively
under the directions of the
Wafaqi Mohtasib, Mr Ejaz
Ahmad Qureshi.

According to the details,
the Senior Advisor, Wafaqi
Mohtasib Secretariat Ahmad
Farooq will hold "Khuli
Katchery" on May 28, 2024
(Tomarrow) in
Superintendent Engineer’s
office located at IESCO City
Circle on Rashid Minhas
Road Marir Chowk,

Rawalpindi in response to the
public complaints, whereas,
the  Director  General,
Muhammad Ashfaq would
hold Khuli Katchery in the
Deputy Commissioner
Chakwal’s Office on May 29,
2024 and Haroon Sikandar
Pasha, Advisor would hold a
Khuli Katchery in Assistant
Commissioner’s Office in
Jand, District Attock on
May 30, 2024, which would
be attended by the Officers
and officials concerned of
the Federal Government
organizations and entities,
said in a Press Release
issued here on Monday.

It is pertinent to mentioned

here that the Wafaqi Mohtasib
Secretariat’s Officers would
receive the public complaints
in Katcheries and issue on the
spot directions for their reso-
lution. This initiative is part of
the Outreach Complaint
Resolution (OCR), mecha-
nism being followed by the
Wafaqi Mohtasib office with
a view to providing adminis-
trative justice and relief at
the doorsteps of the people.
Officials belonging to the
Sui Gas, Electricity,
NADRA, BISP, Post Office
etc have been directed to
attend these Khuli
Katcheries for prompt reso-
lution of public complaints.
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Migration for assistance.
.

(20 Afghan citizens released 1

KABUL (Khaama Press): Officials from the
Taliban administration have announced that
21 Afghan prisoners have been released from
neighbor country’s jails and transferred back
to Afghanistan. These individuals were freed.
According to the reports, these individuals
had been imprisoned for 21 to 71 days due to
a lack of residency documents. Officials
have stated that these individuals have been
referred to the International Organization for

J
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(250 migrant families deported\

KABUL (Khaama Press): More than 250
Afghan migrant families were deported or
voluntarily returned from Pakistan and Iran
in one day. According to the report, 24 fam-
ilies entered Afghanistan through the
Torkham crossing, and 68 families entered
through the Spin Boldak border. Meanwhile,
98 families returned via the Islam Qala route
in Herat, and 75 other migrant families
returned through the Silk Road crossing in
\Nimroz province.

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

IEA supports cadres

Deputy Prime Minister for
Political Affairs Mawlawi
Abdul Kabir said that the
policy of the Islamic Emi-
rate is to appreciate and
support the cadres and
personalities of the coun-
try and efforts are being
made to provide them
with facilities.

He stated this in a meet-
ing with the representatives
of the union of medical spe-
cialists abroad.

and personalities

released by Arg, Kabir con-
sidered specialists to be one
of the the country’s greatest
assets, noting that
Afghanistan needs special-
ists in any situation.

He added that due to the
fact that Afghans are poor,
there is a need for public
and private health institu-
tions to work with full
accuracy and kindness in
diagnosing and treating
patients.

!7,-.

According to the state-
ment, in the meeting, the
representatives of the union

of medical specialists
abroad announced that a
large number of Afghan
specialists living abroad are
willing to return to the
country.

Kabir assured the mem-
bers of the union that he
will share their problems
and suggestions with the
relevant institutions to
address them.

No threat to other
countries, says Mujahid

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The spokesperson for the
Taliban administration, res-
ponding to concerns raised
by Central Asian countries
about increasing terrorist
threats from Afghanistan,
has stated that there is no
threat to other countries.

Radio Television Afgh-
anistan, a media outlet
under the control of the
Taliban, released an audio
recording of Zabihullah
Mujahid. In this audio, he
says that there are no
“rogue groups” in
Afghanistan.

Mujahid did not clarify
what he meant by “rogue
groups,” but he reassures
countries about the estab-
lishment of security and the
non-exploitation of Afghan

soil at a time when con-
cerns about the “reinvigora-
tion” of terrorist groups in
Afghanistan have risen.

Most recently, Kamec-
hybek Tashiev, the head of
Kyrgyzstan’s security, stat-
ed at the Commonwealth
of Independent States
(CIS) security meeting on
Friday, that “the number of
terrorists in  northern
provinces of Afghanistan
is growing, posing a threat
to the integrity of the
southern borders of CIS
countries.”

Previously, the President
of Tajikistan also warned of
increasing terrorist threats
and proposed the creation
of a security belt along the
border with Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, Thomas

West, the US Special Repr-
esentative for Afghanistan,
during his regional trips,
has visited Turkey empha-
sized what he called “coor-
dinated efforts against
ISIS-Khorasan threats.”

Since the Taliban took
over the country, ISIS has
posed significant threats to
the Taliban regime, carry-
ing out most of the suicide
attacks  and  targeted
killings.

The most recent attack
occurred in Kandahar,
where dozens of people
were killed and several oth-
ers were injured.

ISIS claimed responsi-
bility for the Kandahar
attack, highlighting their
continued presence and
threat in the region.

ARCS, THH officials meets

KABUL (BNA): Mullah
Nooruddin Turabi, the Vice
president of the Afghan
Red Crescent Society
(ARCS), along with his
delegation, met with Wahid
ul Din, the representative of
the humanitarian charity
foundation IHH, Mr.
Junaid, responsible for
humanitarian diplomacy at
the foundation, and

Mr.Hamza, responsible for
Central Asian development
projects, to attract humani-
tarian assistance in
Istanbul, Turkey.
According to a statement
from ARCS, the Vice presi-
dent of ARCS thanked the
officials of the foundation
for their ongoing assistance
to the people of
Afghanistan, expressing

hope for further coopera-
tion in the future to aid fel-
low citizens in need.
Meanwhile, the offi-
cials of the foundation
pledged to sustain their
assistance to Afghanistan,
reaffirming the organiza-
tion’s ongoing commit-
ment to support the coun-
try’s development and
humanitarian efforts.

. TENDER NOTICE )

Sealed bids are invited for the purchaser of items given below at Principal Saidu
College of Dentistry Saidu Sharif Swat. for the year 2024-25, for the manufacturer,
distributor and firms registered with income/sales tax department, reflected as
active tax payer on the list of FBR, NTN and KP professional tax where applicable. The
bidder firm must have relevant registration/ authorization fro dental/ medical
materials and X-ray Film supply. The bidder shall provide an undertaking that the
bidder has not been declared blacklisted by any Governmental / semi- Government
institution. Bidders shall not be eligible to bid if they are under a declaration of
ineligibility for corrupt and fraudulent practices issued 4 any government
organization in accordance with the section 44 (1) KPPRA rules 2014.

P Interested Bidders must submit scaled bids to the office of the Principal Saidu
College of Dentistry Saidu Sharif Swat, inside Saidu Medical College, Saidu Sharif,
Swat on before 13" June, 2024 at 11:00 AM, which will be opened on the same day at
11:00 AM, in the presence of those bidders or their representatives who choose to
attend the process Bid submitted after 11:00 AM shall not be entertained.

S.No | Name of Items Security
01 Dental Materials 100,000/-
02 Dental Instrument 30,000/-
03 Anesthesia Drugs 30,000/-
04 Surgical & OT consumable 30,000/-
05 Pathology Lab consumable 30,000/-
06 X-ray Film 30,000/-
07 Bedding Clothing 30.000/-
08 Stationary 30,000/-
09 Electrical & Hardwar 30,000/-
10 Contingency 30,000/-

accepted.

against the firm.

Saidu College of Dentistry Saidu Sharif Swat
info.scdswat@gmail.com/ 0946-9240142

Terms and conditions:-

i.  All bids should be computerized. Hand written, doubtful, conditional and alternate
rate will not be accepted.
ii. Words "bids for" have to be mentioned on envelop, otherwise bid will not be

iii. Call deposit of the items must be attached with the quotation on the name of
"Principal Said College of Dentistry Saidu Sharif Swat". call deposits will be verified
before the comparative statement. In case of bogus call deposit, action will be taken

iv. Allrateswillvalid up to 30-06-2025.
v. Details ofitems can be obtained from the office of the undersigned during duty hours.
vi. The purchase committee has the right to cancel or accept all or any quotation/ bid at

any time due to any reason of be explained.
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UNICEF
announces
provision
of water

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The  United  Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
has announced that it will
provide clean drinking
water to more than 22,000
people in flood-affected
areas in Afghanistan.

This UN agency stated
in a message published on
its social media platform X
page that many water sup-
ply networks have been
destroyed due to recent
floods in Afghanistan.

According to UNICEF,
families in flood-affected
areas need water for drink-
ing, cooking, and bathing,
and 15 liters of water will
be distributed per person
daily.

Meanwhile, recent
floods in various parts of
the country have resulted in
the deaths of hundreds of
people and significant
financial losses.

Previously, the United
Nations had also warned
about the shortage of drink-
ing water in Afghanistan,
emphasizing that 79% of
families in the country do
not have access to potable
water.

It is worth mentioning
that Afghanistan is, accord-
ing to reports, the most vul-
nerable country in the
world to climate change.

The dire humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan is
further exacerbated by a
series of deadly natural dis-
asters, leaving many com-
munities in desperate need
of basic necessities.

The combination of
severe droughts, earth-
quakes, and floods has

overwhelmed local capaci-
ties, leading to a critical
shortage of food, shelter,
and medical supplies.

Efforts to provide relief
are hampered by the coun-
try’s challenging terrain
and ongoing conflict, mak-
ing it difficult for aid
organizations to reach
those in need.

Charitable
organizations
provide free

eye treatments

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Two charitable organiza-
tions, in collaboration with
the Afghan Red Crescent
Society, have provided
treatment for nearly 4,000
patients suffering from eye
ailments in the country.

The assistant spokesper-
son for the Afghan Red
Crescent Society said these
patients are treated free of
charge, with the treatment
cost estimated at $100,000
dollars.

Fazalhaq Magsoodyar,
assistant spokesperson of
the Afghan Red Crescent
Society, said: “In five days
in the Kabul center, nearly
4,000 people with eye dis-
eases will be examined,
and of course, 400 surgical
operations will be per-
formed.”

Siddiga, who has had
vision problems for three
years, is pleased with the
start of the free treatment
process for patients.

She said that significant
economic challenges have
prevented  her  from
addressing her eye condi-
tion until now.

“It has been three years
that I couldn’t afford the
treatment. My eyes could-
n’t see, and after three
years, I came for this treat-
ment because I didn’t have
the money to pay for it,”
Siddiqa told TOLOnews.

An official of the med-
ical team, who, along with
Pakistani  doctors, has
come to Afghanistan from
the King Salman
Humanitarian Aid and
Relief Center, said they are
striving to establish a well-
equipped  hospital in
Afghanistan.

An official of the med-
ical team from Al-basar
International Foundation
(BIF), said: “This is the
fourth day and the surger-
ies we have started today
and these four days of
screening we have seen
more than 2,500 patients
have been seen, and
around 200 patients have
been registered for sur-
gery.”

According to the Afghan
Red Crescent Society, this
process will also begin in
other provinces also.

Severe floods in Baghlan,
Badakhshan claim 16 lives

KABUL (TOLOnews): Due
to the recent floods in
Baghlan and Badakhshan,
16 people, including wom-
en and children, lost their
lives. Local officials in
these provinces say that as a
result of these floods, 500
houses have been complete-
ly or partially destroyed.
According to local
authorities, the floods have
affected the districts of
Doshi, Dand-e-Ghori, the
city of Pul-e-Khumri, the
village of Morchak in cen-
tral Badakhshan, and sever-

al other districts in these
provinces. “Last night, a
very strong flood occurred.
The major casualties we
have are in the Larkhab area
of Doshi district in Baghlan
province. In Larkhab,
approximately six people
were martyred, including
three children, one woman,
and two men, and over 300
houses have been
destroyed,” said Abdul
Ghafoor Khadem, chief of
Baghlan Police Command.
Mohammad  Kamgar,
head of the Natural Disaster

Management in Badakh-
shan, said: “Unfortunately,
the floods resulted in the
deaths of ten members of
one family and injured one
other person.”

Meanwhile, several fam-
ilies who have lost all their
possessions due to the
floods criticize the delayed
arrival of aid and are call-
ing for immediate assis-
tance from the interim gov-
ernment and aid agencies.

Hizbullah, a flood vic-
tim, said: “The flood took
nine members of my family.

We found two bodies, but
the others are still missing.”

Ziaullah, another flood
victim, said: “Our request
is that as we are among the
affected, whatever is allo-
cated to any part of Afgh-
anistan, do not forget us.”

Over the past week,
deadly and devastating
floods in several provinces
of the country have claimed
the lives of more than 300
people, destroyed hundreds
of residential houses, and
ruined thousands of acres
of agricultural land.

Afghanistan 6th most vulnerable
country to climate

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
representative of the United
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), Stephen
Rodriques,  said  that
although Afghanistan does
not contribute to climate
change, it is the sixth most
vulnerable country, losing
millions of dollars annually
as a result.

In an exclusive interview
with TOLOnews, Stephen
Rodriques said that the cli-
mate change and flooding
have caused damage to res-
idents in several provinces
of Afghanistan.

According to this UN
official, in the past ten
years, about one million
hectares of land in Afgha-
nistan have turned into
desert, causing millions of
people to be displaced.

“In the last ten years in
Afghanistan, maybe about
one million hectares of land
became desert, and this
country  was  already
drought-stricken. We have
seen a lot of droughts, we

have seen millions of peo-
ple have been displaced,we
have seen water scarcity,”
Stephen Rodriques said.
He also stated that more

than 200 people have died |,

and over 300 have been
injured due to these floods,
and that the search and res-
cue operations are still
ongoing. Stephen
Rodriques further empha-
sized that UN agencies con-
tinue to provide aid in the
areas of shelter, food,
water, and healthcare for
the victims of recent floods.

Stephen Rodriguez
added: “Providing them
with tents so that they can
sleep in temporary shelters
was one of the priorities.
And then, providing health-
care healthcare services for
those who were severely
injured. And to prevent the
worst problems, we needed
to remove debris and
remove dead animals to
access some areas. There
are people without jobs
who need food, cash, and

water.”

Stephen Rodriguez
emphasized that they sup-
port female entrepreneurs
in Afghanistan and have
supported 75,000 women’s
enterprises in the past two
years alone.

The UNDP representa-
tive in Afghanistan
explained: “In fact over the
last two years, we have
supported 75,000 women-
led businesses  across
Afghanistan, some of them
are micro- enterprises small

change: UNDP

—,

and some medium-sized.
We have provided them
with capital, credit, loans,
capacity-building training,
support for participation in
business activities, and the
creation of business associ-
ations for women. We have
provided extensive support
for women.”

Stephen Rodriguez stres-
sed that restrictions on
women in Afghanistan cau-
se an annual loss of about
$600 million to $1 billion
to the Afghan economy.

Azizi reveals plans for Afghan
trade rxhibition in Tashkent

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Acting Minister of Industry
and Commerce, Nooruddin
Azizi, announced that an
exhibition is set to be held
in Uzbekistan within the

next month.
Nooruddin Azizi told
TOLOnews that around

250 Afghan traders are
expected to participate in
this exhibition.

Nooruddin Azizi also
added that other exhibitions
will also be held in
Kazakhstan and Russia.

The Acting Minister of
Industry and Commerce
said: “Our next exhibition,
Inshallah, is aimed for
Uzbekistan. We are in the
process; the exact date is
not yet known. Perhaps
within a month. Our effort
is to transport Afghan prod-
ucts via land routes and
have a very large exhibition
in Tashkent.”

He also mentioned that

during his visit to Tatarstan,
he met with high-ranking
Russian officials and dis-
cussed the country’s invest-
ments in various sectors,
increasing trade between
Kabul and Moscow, and
resolving trade challenges.

Nooruddin Azizi said:
“Russia is ready to invest in
Kabul’s water projects,
including the Shahtoot
Dam, Panjshir water, and
other dams to inject water
into Kabul.”

The acting Minister of
Industry and Commerce
added that efforts are being
made to increase Afgha-
nistan’s trade through the
Chabahar port, and discus-
sions have been held to
reduce the cost of transport-

ing Afghan goods to
Central Asian countries.
Meanwhile, the

Chamber of Commerce and
Investment stated that
developing Afghanistan’s
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trade relations with region-
al countries plays a signifi-
cant role in increasing the
country’s exports.
Mohammad Younus
Momand, the first deputy
of the Chamber of
Commerce and Investment,
said: “It should be for
Afghan products and pro-
ductions so that our traders
can get booths there and
participate. If the exhibition

9y 1
is organized this way, it will
certainly help a lot in the
growth of our exports and
production.”

In the past three years,
the acting Minister of
Industry and Commerce
has traveled to Central
Asian countries, including
Russia, China, Iran, and
Pakistan, to improve
Afghanistan’s trade rela-
tions with other countries.

Iran’s 2nd humanitarian aid
shipment reaches Mazar-e-Sharif

MAZAR-E-SHARIF
(TOLOnews): The second
shipment of humanitarian
aid from Iran for the flood
victims arrived in the city
of Mazar-e-Sharif.

This aid includes food
items, medicine, carpets,
tents, and blankets.

Sajad Jafari, the Deputy
Consul General of Iran in
Mazar-e-Sharif, said that
Iran has historical ties and
many cultural similarities
with  Afghanistan and
pledged continued aid for
the recent flood victims in
the country.

“The people of Iran and
Afghanistan are not sepa-
rate. Given our historical
and cultural roots and the
fact that both nations are
Muslim, the aid from the
Islamic Republic of Iran
will continue,” Sajad Jafari
said.

Afghan Red Crescent
society officials welcomed
this aid and stated that it
will soon be distributed to
the flood victims.

Mohammad Younus
Maasomi, Head of the
Afghan Red Crescent

Society in the northern
region, said: “Aid from
Turkey, Qatar, and Iran,
amounting to dozens of

tons, has been sent to north-
ern Afghanistan.”

Meanwhile, some flood
victims are calling on aid
organizations to address
their challenges and pro-
vide them with permanent
shelters.

Mohammad Ishaq, a
tribal elder from
Gurziwan  district in

Faryab, said: “These are
cold areas, and a single
tent will not solve peo-
ple’s problems. Charitable
organizations and the
Islamic Emirate should
work on providing shel-
ters for the people.”
Mohammad Sharif, a
flood victim from Faryab,
said: “People’s crops and

agriculture have been
destroyed, and they need
shelter. Aid organizations
must assist the flood vic-
tims.”

Several provinces, espe-
cially = Baghlan, have
recently experienced devas-
tating floods, resulting in
significant loss of life and
property.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior, Mohsin Naqvi and Federal MTru'ster Jor Energy, Sardar

Awais Ahmad Khan Laghari in a meeting with Chief Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin

Gandapur.

Tarar: A convicted person can’t
acknowledge govt’s achievements

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Information, Broadcasting, National
Heritage and Culture Attaullah Tarar
on Monday said that a convicted per-
son in prison could not digest and
acknowledge multiple achievements
of current government on diplomatic
front and initiatives for the develop-
ment of the country.

"Definitely, there is a sinister plan
to compare the current situation with
that of 1971 but theses tactics are
doomed to fail; InshaAllah, Pakistan
will remain on the map of the world
and make march towards progress
and prosperity", he said while
addressing a press conference. He
said during the tenure of the present
elected government, by the grace of
Allah  Almighty, Pakistan had
achieved many milestones on the
diplomatic front.

"The Prime Minister had a tele-
phonic conversation with the Prime
Ministers of Norway and Ireland in
the backdrop of their strong stance on
Middle East situation", he remarked.
He said Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had telephonically contacted
the prime ministers of Norway and
Ireland who had condemned the
ongoing atrocities in Gaza and Rafah
and called fort immediate for cease-
fire.

The minister said that PM Shehbaz
Sharif informed the two Prime
Ministers about Pakistan's position on
the situation. "Pakistan has always
raised its voice for the rights of
Palestinians," he said adding PM
Shehbaz Sharif during his address to

UN General Assembly had stated cat-
egorically that Pakistan will continue
to raise its voice for the cause of
Palestinians. During World Economic
Forum meeting in Riyadh, the PM
remarked that there could not be
peace in the world without peace in
Gaza.

He said Pakistan was desirous of
peace in Palestine and it wanted
immediate ceasefire in the area. He
said contacts with other countries
were imperative and a means to show
solidarity with the people of Gaza.
Tarar said the Prime Minister had
been raising voice for Palestine at
every international forum and calling
for urgent steps for a lasting solution
to the Palestinian issue.

The minister said Pakistan was
striving to promote trade and invest-
ment with friendly countries as it
wanted trade and not aid now. He said
that one-window operation under
Special Investment Facilitation
Council, had been appreciated by the
investors of friendly countries. He
said that seven desks had been set up
for global investors under SIFC
which included desks for China,
Qatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia, European
Union, United States and the Far
East. These desks would eventually
focus on bringing investment to
Pakistan, he remarked.

He said that the official press
agency of the UAE released the news
of the allocation of 10 billion dollars
which meant they had set aside the
specific amount for investment in
Pakistan. Significant progress had
been made in the investment negotia-
tions of five billion dollars with Saudi

Arabia, he said, adding that soon the
agreements would be signed. The
Prime Minister, he said, would leave
on important visit to China in the next
few days and the concerns regarding
the Chinese citizens will be
addressed, besides holding discus-
sions to take forward the CPEC and
other bilateral projects during this
visit.

About the economy, he said during
the past few months, current account
deficit had reduced, information tech-
nology related exports had increased,
in addition to bringing down inflation
tol7 per cent. He said that foreign
exchange reserves had also increased
which was a positive development.
"Economy is stabilizing and interna-
tional financial journals and institu-
tions are indicating that Pakistan's
economy is on the path of revival ".

He said that the PDM government
had made strenuous efforts to avoid
default. Lashing out at the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leadership, he said
some people were harping on nega-
tive propaganda under specific agen-
da.

Tarar said Pakistan would definite-
ly make progress towards develop-
ment and prosperity, besides making
its place in comity of nations. He was
of the opinion that those people were
putting Pakistan's interests at stake
against their petty personal interest
which was highly regrettable. Under
the specific agenda, the former rulers
had brought the country on verge of
default and  when  Pakistan
approached IMF for a loan, a political
party wrote letter to the IMF, asking
for not doing so.

Rocket carrying
satellite exploded
in flight: NK

SEOUL: North Korea says
its attempt to launch a rock-
et with a spy satellite on
board has failed after South
Korea’s military reported
the launch of an “unidenti-
fied projectile”. North
Korea said its attempt on
Monday to put a spy satel-
lite into orbit ended in a
mid-air explosion, state
media reported. “The
launch of the new satellite
carrier rocket failed when it
exploded in mid-air during
the flight of the first stage,”
the deputy director general
of North Korea’s National
Aerospace Technology
Administration said in a
report carried by state
media.

An intial analysis sug-
gested that the cause was a
newly developed liquid fuel
rocket motor, but other pos-
sible causes were being
investigated, the report said.
Officials in South Korea
and Japan had earlier report-
ed that the launch seemed to
have failed. Earlier on
Monday, South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff said

North Korea fired an
“unidentified  projectile
southwards” over the
Yellow Sea.

Several minutes after the
launch, it said many frag-
ments were spotted in the
sea. It said South Korean
and United States intelli-
gence authorities were
analysing  whether the
launch was successful. The
projectile launched from
North Korea disappeared
from radar, and the launch
appeared to have failed, a
Japanese government offi-
cial told the broadcaster
NHK. A senior Japanese
Ministry of Defence official
told reporters, “The missile
did not fly into the area that
had been announced, and
the situation is not as North
Korea had intended. We are
still analysing whether it is a
satellite or not,” Japan’s
Kyodo news agency report-
ed.

Japan had issued an
emergency alert ordering
evacuations in the southern
Okinawa prefecture before
lifting the warning and say-
ing the rocket was not
expected to fly over
Japanese territory. Earlier
on Monday, North Korea
said it planned to launch a
satellite between Monday
and June 4. — Agencies

State completely failed
to protect citizens: PHC

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A single
member bench of Peshawar
High Court (PHC) com-
prised Justice Aijaz Anwar
annoyed Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa police due to
failure in recovery of four
enforced disappeared
brothers from Hayatabad,
Peshawar three months
ago, on Monday.

The counsel Muhammad
Nader Shah argued that the
four brothers were abduct-
ed from their home three
months ago and despite
previous court orders, the
police have failed to recov-
er them. Justice Ijaz Anwar
remarked that the state has
completely failed to protect
its citizens, and if the exec-
utive does not act in accor-
dance with the
Constitution, such incidents
will continue to happen.

Advocate General
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
informed that a committee
comprised of policemen is
constituted for recovery of
four enforced disappeared
brothers belongs to busi-
ness community. PHC
Justice ljaz Anwar
expressed disappointment
over the lack of progress in

the case and observed that
is any issued redressed after
formation of a police com-
mittee to investigate the
matter.

Peshawar High Court
Justice Ijaz Anwar further
remarked that businessmen
are closing their trade
activities in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa due to such
incidents. PHC adjourned
the hearing of a case
regarding four missing
persons from Hayatabad,
Peshawar, until June 10,
directing the police to pro-
duce the missing persons
in court on the next hear-
ing.
PTI’s leaders interim
bail extends in corruption
case: Special Anti-
Corruption Court Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has extended
interim  bail plea of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leaders and MPAs,
Ajmal Khan and Gul Dad
Khan, until June 24 in a
case of corruption and ille-
gal appointments. The
court was scheduled to hear
the case yesterday (on
Monday), but the lawyers
for the accused did not
appear, resulting in the
adjournment of the hearing.

According to the prose-

cution, a case of corruption
and illegal appointments
has been registered against
Ajmal Khan and Gul Dad
Khan in Bajaur, and both
leaders have been named in
the case. Special Anti-
Corruption Court Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has extended
their interim bail until June
24.

ATC confirms Qadri
bail plea: Special Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC)
Peshawar Judge Asghar Ali
Shah confirmed the interim
bail of provincial minister
Adnan Qadri in a case relat-
ed to attacking police check
post during a protest
against the arrest of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan, on 9th May 2023.

The counsel Syed
Sikandar Hayat Shah
argued that the case was
politically motivated and
that there was no evidence
to link Adnan Qadri to the
incident. The ATC judge
Syed Asghar Ali Shah
remarked that despite the
seriousness of the incident,
the prosecution's file did
not contain any concrete
evidence, including CDR
and confirmed Adnan
Qadri's interim bail.

Police dismantle PTI
hunger strike camp

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Pakistan Tehr-
eek-e-Insaf (PTI) Karachi
Division organized a symbol-
ic hunger strike camp outside
the Karachi Press Club,
demanding the release of
Imran Khan and the restora-
tion of their allegedly stolen
mandate.

Heavy police presence
dismantled the PTI camp and
arrested over a dozen work-
ers, including women, amid
allegations of police brutality.
In response to the police
action, lawyers from the PTI
Insaf Lawyers Forum arrived
in large numbers, re-estab-
lished the camp, and resumed
the hunger strike. Key PTI
leaders, including PTI Sindh
President Haleem Adil
Sheikh, Karachi President
Raja Azhar, Karachi Division
General Secretary Arsalan

Khalid, and other prominent
figures such as Faheem
Khan, Jamal Siddiqui, Yasir
Baloch, Rana Azam, Sarina
Adnan, and others PTI lead-
ers and workers participated
in the protest alongside party
workers.

During a press confer-
ence, PTI Sindh President
Haleem Adil Sheikh criti-
cized the police actions and
questioned whether Murad
Ali Shah is the Chief
Minister or the Chief Martial
Law Administrator of Sindh.
He emphasized that the press
club is a place where freedom
of expression should be pro-
tected and urged the media to
support their cause to ensure
the rule of law prevails in the
country.

Sheikh highlighted the
irony of police presence, ini-
tially mistaking it for an oper-
ation against criminals in

Katcha area of Sindh, but in
fact police were there at
Karachi press club to arrest
peaceful PTI workers. He
condemned the government's
inability to control crime
while focusing its efforts on
detaining PTI  workers.
Sheikh decried the establish-
ment of what he called a
"civilian dictatorship” in
Sindh, arguing that PTI's
lawful and peaceful protests
were met with unjust oppres-
sion. He claimed PTI won a
significant number of seats in
Karachi, yet their mandate
was stolen and given to those
rejected by the people.

Furthermore, Sheikh con-
demned the targeted killings
and incarcerations of those
who raise their voices for
truth, mentioning journalist
Nasrullah Guddani, who was
allegedly murdered for his
bold reporting.

21 die after
storms sweep
across several

US states

TEXAS: At least 21 people
have been killed in a series
of powerful storms that
swept across the central
and southern United States,
leaving a trail of destruc-

j| tion and devastation. The

storms caused deaths in the
US states of Texas,
Oklahoma, Arkansas and
Kentucky, just north of an
oppressive, early season
heatwave setting records
from south Texas to
Florida. Kentucky
Governor Andy Beshear
declared a state of emer-
gency early on Monday
after tornadoes ripped
through the state.

“It was a tough night for
our people,” Beshear said
on social media platform
X, later adding in a press
briefing that “devastating
storms” had hit almost the
entire state. The governor
said “at least a few” torna-
does touched down in
Kentucky over the week-
end, including one that
travelled on the ground for
about 65km (40 miles).
Officials said 100 state
highways and roads were
damaged by the storms.
The extreme weather sys-
tem, which struck the
region beginning late on
Saturday, overturned vehi-
cles and ripped up homes,
leaving a wake of deadly
destruction in its path.

The death toll over the
Memorial Day holiday
weekend included at least
eight fatalities in Arkansas,
seven in Texas, four in
Kentucky and two in
Oklahoma, according to
tallies by state emergency
authorities. The deaths in
Texas came after a tornado
tore through the Valley
View area north of Dallas,
Cooke County Sheriff Ray
Sappington told reporters.
It destroyed homes and a
petrol station, and over-
turned vehicles on an inter-
state highway. In
Oklahoma, at least two
people were dead after a
tornado hit Mayes County
late Saturday, the county
head of emergency man-
agement, Johnny Janzen,
told the Fox News affiliate
in Tulsa.

In Kentucky, the latest
place left with shattered
homes and no power was the
tiny community of
Charleston. “It’s a big mess,”
said resident Rob Linton.
“Trees down everywhere.
Houses moved. Power lines
are down. No utilities what-
soever — no water, no po-
wer.” Hundreds of thousands
of Americans faced power
outages on Monday due to
the weather, according to the
Power Outage. US tracking
website, with Kentucky alo-
ne having more than 180,000
outages. — Aljazeera

Missing
young boy
found dead

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The dead
body of a young boy who
was reported missing after
going for hiking at Trail 5 in
Islamabad was found in a
ditch on Monday morning.
According to the police, the
body was located by the
staffers of Forest and
Environment Department
who informed the police. An
operation by Rescue person-
nel was underway to retrieve
the boy’s body from the
ditch.

Taha’s mother and other
family members rushed to
the scene for identification of
the dead body. Sources in the
police believed that the 15-
year-old boy had slipped into
the ditch and died. However,
Taha’s father earlier lodged a
report claiming his son was
kidnapped after he went for
hiking along with his five
friends. After which police
launched a search operation
at Traill 5 and adjacent
Margalla  Hills.  Police
sources said they will use
Lohay Dandi route for recov-
ering the boy’s body.

Reporters
allowed to cover

court proceedings

KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh High Court (SHC)
on Monday allowed court
reporters to cover judicial
proceedings. As per details,
the court issued a stay on
the notification issued by
PEMRA that imposed rest-
rictions on court reporting.

The Sindh High Court
has also issued notices to
Pemra, the Ministry of
Information, and others,
seeking a response by
June 6. Advocate Abdul
Moiz Jaferi argued that
Pemra has no authority
to issue such directives,
and it is the judiciary’s
prerogative to decide
what can be reported and
what not.

GAZA: Palestinian health
workers said  Israeli
airstrikes killed at least 45
people and hit tents for dis-
placed people in the south-
ern Gaza city of Rafah, and
“numerous” others were
trapped in flaming debris.
Gaza’s Health Ministry said
women and children made
up most of the dead and
dozens of wounded.

The attacks came two
days after the International
Court of Justice ordered
Israel to end its military
offensive in Rafah, where
more than half of Gaza’s
population had sought shel-
ter before Israel’s incursion
earlier this month. Tens of
thousands of people remain
in the area while many oth-
ers have fled. Footage from
the scene of the largest
airstrike showed heavy
destruction. Israel’s army
confirmed the strike and
said it hit a Hamas installa-
tion and killed two senior
Hamas militants. It said it
was investigating reports
that civilians were harmed.
Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant was in Rafah on
Sunday and was briefed on
the “deepening of opera-
tions” there, his office said.

The United Nations
Palestinian refugee agency,
UNRWA, said on Monday
that reports of attacks on
families seeking shelter in
Rafah in the southern tip of
the Gaza Strip were "horri-
fying". “Information com-
ing out of Rafah about fur-
ther attacks on families
seeking shelter is horrify-
ing," UNRWA wrote on X.

"There are reports of
mass casualties including
children and women among
those killed. Gaza is hell on
earth. Images from last
night are yet another testa-
ment to that." Palestinian
health and civil emergency
service officials said on
Sunday Israeli air strikes
killed at least 35
Palestinians and wounded
dozens in an area in the
southern Gaza Strip city of
Rafah designated for the
displaced. The Israeli mili-
tary said its air force struck
a Hamas compound in
Rafah, and that the incident
was under review.

A spokesperson with the
Palestinian Red Crescent
Society said the death toll
was likely to rise as search
and rescue efforts contin-
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Israeli attack on Rafah
tent camp Kkills 45

S Arabia leads condemnation

of Israeli attacks

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia on Monday condemned the
Israeli attacks on Rafah, the latest of which was the tar-
geting of tents of displaced Palestinians near the ware-
houses of UNRWA that killed at least 45 people, mostly
children and women. The foreign ministry, in a state-
ment on social media X, also affirmed the Kingdom’s
rejection of the blatant violations by the Israeli occupa-
tion forces of all international and humanitarian laws. It
also called on the international community to intervene
immediately. Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan said Monday that the humanitarian situation in
Gaza is completely unacceptable.

Prince Faisal stressed that the two-state solution to the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict remains the foundation for per-
manent peace and security in the region. He also noted
that there are several European countries planning to offi-
cially recognize the State of Palestine to follow Spain,
Ireland and Norway, in an attempt to implement the two-
state solution. Jordan also strongly condemned the “ongo-
ing war crimes committed by Israeli occupation forces in
Gaza,” particularly the ‘latest incident involved the bomb-
ing of a refugee camp near the UNRWA headquarters in
western Rafah. — Arab News

ued in Rafah’s Tal Al-
Sultan neighborhood about
two kilometers (1.2 miles)
northwest of the city center.
The society asserted that
the location had been desig-
nated by Israel as a
“humanitarian area.” The
neighborhood is not includ-
ed in areas that Israel’s mil-
itary ordered evacuated ear-
lier this month.

The airstrike was report-
ed hours after Hamas fired
a barrage of rockets from
Gaza that set off air raid
sirens as far away as Tel
Aviv for the first time in
months in a show of
resilience more than seven
months into Israel’s mas-
sive air, sea and ground
offensive. There were no
reports of casualties in what
appeared to be the first
long-range rocket attack
from Gaza since January.
Hamas’® military wing
claimed responsibility.
Israel’s military said eight
projectiles crossed into
Israel after being launched
from Rafah and “a number”
were intercepted, and the
launcher was destroyed.

Earlier, dozens of aid
trucks entered Gaza from
southern Israel under a new
agreement to bypass the
Rafah crossing with Egypt
after Israeli forces seized
the Palestinian side of it
earlier this month. Israel’s
military said 126 aid trucks
entered via the nearby
Kerem Shalom crossing.
But it was not immediately

clear if  humanitarian
groups could access the aid
— including medical sup-
plies — because of fight-
ing. The crossing has been
largely inaccessible
because of Israel’s offen-
sive in Rafah. United
Nations agencies say it is
usually too dangerous to
retrieve the aid. The World
Health Organization last
week said an expanded
Israeli incursion in Rafah
would have “disastrous”
impact.”

“With the humanitarian
operation near collapse, the
secretary-general empha-
sizes that the Israeli author-
ities must facilitate the safe
pickup and delivery of
humanitarian supplies from
Egypt entering Kerem
Shalom,” the spokesperson
for UN chief Antonio
Guterres said in a state-
ment. Egypt refuses to
reopen its side of the Rafah
crossing until control of the
Gaza side is handed back to
Palestinians. It agreed to
temporarily divert traffic
through Kerem Shalom,
Gaza’s main cargo termi-
nal, after a call between US
President Joe Biden and
Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah EIl-Sisi.Egypt on
Monday condemned what
it called the "deliberate
bombardment by Israeli
forces of displaced peoples'
tents" in Rafah, in strikes
which Gaza's civil defence
agency said killed at least
45 people. — Arab News
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Sharjeel slams KE over
inflated bills, power outages

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Sindh Infor-
mation Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon on Monday
lashed out at K-Electric for
sending inflated bills to con-
sumers and unleshing pro-
longed power outages across
the city.

In a statement, he called
the K-Electric as 'uncon-
trolled horse' from day one
till date and said that the bal-
ance sheet of K-Electric
should be checked to see
how much profit the power
entity was making. Sharjeel
said: "Under an agreement,
K-Electric is bound to spend
one percent of its earnings
on network expansion and
maintenance. Whether it is

rain or heatwave, the feeders
of the K-Electric are
tripped."

The info minister said
that the Sindh Assembly had
passed a Resolution some
days back, urging the elec-
tricity supply companies to
correct their direction. After
the bill was passed in the
assembly, K-Electric wrote a
letter as saying that the gov-
ernment's electricity dues
were pending, he informed.
He said that electricity sup-
pling companies had no
right to give collective pun-
ishment to the people, as
inflated bills and massive
loadsheding was a violation
of the Constitution and law.

Sharjeel said that power

supply companies were
sending bills based on mere
estimates rather than meter
readings, which was the vio-
lation of laws. Sharjeel said
when people approached the
power companies for correc-
tion of the inflated bills, they
told them that they could not
reduce the bills but could
make payment installments.

The info minister said
that in the rural areas of
Sindh, PMTs were taken off
if there were 10 defaulters in
100 houses. K-Electric,
Hesco, and Sepco were fully
violating the constitution, he
said and warned them that
the law would come into
action if the Constitution
was violated. He said that
the power supply companies
could not punish the poor
people for their greed and
incompetence, adding com-
mon people were worried
due to load shedding amid
heatwave, and even electric-
ity was not being provided
to examination centers.

Meanwhile, Sindh
Minister for  Narcotics
Control ~ Sharjeel Inam

Memon said on Monday that
random drug tests of some
students would be conducted
in different Karachi schools
to arrest drug peddlers.
“Random tests of some stu-
dents will be conducted and
their names will be kept con-
fidential. If a student tests
positive for drugs, then their
parents would be contacted

and the student will be asked
who provided them the
drug.”

However, he clarified that
no legal action would be
taken if a drug test of a stu-
dent returns positive. Last
month, the Sindh govern-
ment announced prepara-
tions for a comprehensive
crackdown against the
scourge of drugs across the

province.
Sindh  Minister  for
Excise, Taxation, and

Narcotics Control Sharjeel
Inam Memon chaired high-
level meeting in Karachi to
spearhead move aimed at
curbing the scourge of
drugs. During the meeting,
the provincial minister
stressed the need to tackle
the drug epidemic head-on.
He outlined plans to form
teams comprising efficient
officers dedicated to execut-
ing the crackdown effective-
ly.

“A massive crackdown
targeting drugs and its traf-
fickers would be launched
imminently,” Memon said,
emphasizing that the young
generation must be liberat-
ed from the clutches of
drug dealers. He also
announced that officers
demonstrating exceptional
performance would be duly
recognised and rewarded
with awards and honours
as a testament to their ded-
ication and commitment to
the cause.
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