Sikh pilgrims to reach today
F.P. Report

LAHORE: Hundreds of Sikh pilgrims
from India would arrive in Pakistan via
Wagah border crossing on Saturday to
participate in martyrdom day of the

fifth Guru of Sikhism Guru Arjan Dev.

Members of the Pakistan Sikh
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee and
senior officials of the Evacuee Trust
Property Board (ETPB) will welcome
them.
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Pakistan, China sign 23 accords for cooperation
in industry, energy, agriculture, other sectors

BEIJING (APP): Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and Chinese President Xi
Jinping Friday held a productive meeting, reaf-
firming the consensus to high-quality develop-
ment of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and timely completion of major ongo-
ing projects.

The two leaders also affirmed consensus on
up-gradation of the CPEC and advancing the
development of the mega project in the second
phase. The prime minister briefed President Xi
on Pakistan's policies for economic reforms and
sustained growth, industrial development, agri-
cultural modernization and regional connectiv-
ity, and the critical role played by the CPEC in
the country's development.

He asserted Pakistan's commitment to high-
quality development of the CPEC and to foster
synergy between the development strategies of
the two countries through close coordination.
The meeting between the two leaders was held
at the historic Great Hall of the People. The two
leaders were accompanied by the federal minis-
ters and senior officials.

This was the first meeting of PM Shehbaz
with the President of China since assuming
office in 2024. The meeting was marked by tra-
ditional warmth reflective of the ironclad
friendship and close strategic ties between the
two countries. The prime minister thanked
President Xi Jinping for the warm and gracious
welcome accorded to him and his delegation in
China. He recalled the historic visit of the
President Xi Jinping to Pakistan in 2015 when
the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
was formally operationalized marking a new
chapter in the bilateral relationship.

The two leaders reaffirmed the time-hon-
oured 'All-Weather Strategic Cooperative
Partnership' and expressed the resolve to further
deepen cooperation across diverse domains
ranging from political and security to econom-
ic, trade, and people-to- people exchanges.
They also exchanged views on regional and
global developments, including Afghanistan,
Palestine and South Asia, besides the serious
human rights situation in the Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK).

The two sides reiterated their longstanding
support on each other's issues of core interest.
Commending President Xi's visionary Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) and Global Development
Initiative (GDI), the prime minister under-
scored that as the flagship project of BRI, the
China Pakistan Economic Corridor had signifi-

cantly contributed to Pakistan's socio-economic
development.

He underlined Pakistan's commitment and
full support for safety and security of the
Chinese nationals, projects and institutions in
Pakistan. He underlined that the government's
agenda for people centric, socio-economic
development resonates with the concept of
'shared prosperity' embraced by China.
President Xi Jinping also hosted a banquet in
honour of the prime minister , where another
round of discussion on different matters of
mutual interests was held.

Meanwhile, Pakistan and China on Friday
signed 23 Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) and agreements to deepen bilateral
cooperation in multiple areas including trans-
port infrastructure, industry, energy, agricul-
ture, media, health, water, socioeconomic
development, and other areas of mutual inter-
est.

The documents were signed after Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and his Chinese coun-
terpart Li Qiang held delegation-level talks
wherein they reaffirmed that the Pakistan-
China Strategic Cooperative Partnership was
characterized by mutual trust, shared principles,
and strategic governance.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chinese
Premier Li Qiang witnessed the ceremony as
representatives from both sides signed the doc-
uments. Pakistan and China signed agreements
for the co-production of films, and news
exchange and cooperation. The MoUs were
signed  between  Pakistan  Television
Corporation and China Media Group; on the
feasibility studies of DI Khan-Zhob National
Highway 50, Muzaffarabad-Mirpur-Mangla
Expressway and Karachi-Hyderabad Motorway
9; and construction of a tunnel at Babusar on
Mansehra-Chilas National Highway.

Both sides signed a document on modalities
for third party participation in China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor; MoUs on re-alignment of
KKH, agricultural cooperation, and anti-
monopoly cooperation; an action plan on
implementation of 2022 Industrial Cooperation
Framework; a protocol on surveying, mapping
and geo-information in scientific and technical
fields; and a study on the establishment of an
effective energy management system.

Two countries signed Letters of Intent for
workshops on capacity building on governance,
and industrial park development; and handing
over certificate for Pak-China Friendship

Hospital in Gwadar and Desalination Plant in
Gwadar.

Both sides also signed Letters of Exchange
for the reconstruction of primary schools in
Sindh; the Lady Health Workers Workstations
project; and Junaco Cultivation Demonstration
and Projection project; besides an endorsement
of the agreement reached in the 7th Joint
Working Group to enhance cooperation under
CPEC. Since his arrival in China on a five-day
visit, the prime minister has met with Chinese
investors and businesspersons to explore
investment opportunities in Pakistan." In the
meeting and events including a Business Forum
in Shenzhen, he encouraged the Chinese com-
panies to invest and develop joint ventures.

Several MoUs have also been signed with
Chinese companies in economy, green energy,
textiles, and manufacturing. Before, he depart-
ed for a five-day visit to China, the prime min-
ister had told the Chinese media in an interview
that he would engage with Chinese business
leaders to secure investments and yield divi-
dends mutually beneficial for companies on
both sides. "We are coming with serious plans.
We will engage with you and return to Pakistan
with great dividends that will benefit Chinese
and Pakistani companies and the two countries
will have their relations strengthened and
become much higher than the Himalayas or any
other highest peaks and deeper than the deepest
oceans," he remarked.

Pakistan, China resolve to protect CPEC
from detractors; ensure projects’ timely
completion: Pakistan and China on Friday
expressed their firm commitment to protect the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
from its detractors and adversaries, besides
ensuring high-quality development and timely
completion of its all ongoing projects.

The bilateral ties and cooperation were dis-
cussed in the delegation-level talks between
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and
Chinese Premier Li Qiang at the Great Hall of
the People. The prime minister was accompa-
nied by key members of his cabinet. A welcome
ceremony was arranged in honour of the prime
minister on his arrival at the Great Hall of the
People. During the talks, the two leaders dis-
cussed the entire spectrum of bilateral relations,
and regional and global developments of mutu-
al interest. They noted that the Pakistan-China
All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership
was characterized by mutual trust, shared prin-
ciples and strategic convergence.
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NEPRA raises
Rs10.1 per unit
power tariff for

Karachiites

KARACHI (INP): Ele-
ctricity for Karachiites has

ISLAMABAD: The Senate

Don’t make a mockery of
House, Shibli told Palwasha

F.P. Report

among themselves who
they wanted to speak next.
Continuing with a similar

Palwashed chastised them,
saying: “Fine, continue to
create a ruckus. I choose to

Train service
suspended
after dozens
hurt in clashes

CHAMAN (INP): Dozens
of citizens and law person-

been increased by 10 rupees | witnessed squabbling line of criticism as his fel- ignore you.” nel were injured in Chaman
and one paise per unit.| between the treasury and low PTI senator, Leader of She subsequently | when they clashed on
According to the report, | opposition benches on the Opposition in the ordered that PPP Senator | Friday as the residents con-

electricity increased from
July 2023 to March 2024
due to the monthly fuel

adjustment.
The National Electric
Power Regulatory

Authority (NEPRA) has
issued a notification to
increase the price of elec-
tricity for K-Electric con-
sumers. Per the notification,
additional collections from
Karachi residents will be
made from June to
September 2024.

In June, Rs2,68 per unit
will be charged extra from
the customers of K-Electric
while Rs3.11 per unit will
be charged extra in July. In
August, the consumers of
K-Electric will pay an extra
Rs3.22 per unit and one
rupee per unit will be
charged to them in
September this year.

The notification
explained that the increase
would not be applicable at
the K-Electric's Lifeline
and Vehicle Charging sta-
tions. Last month on May
24, the channel also report-
ed that the electricity supply
company K-Electric has
proposed an increase of
10.69 rupees per unit in the
base tariff under the seven-
year Multi-Year Tariff
(MYT) plan. The current
average base tariff is Rs34
per unit, and K-Electric has
proposed raising it to
Rs44.69 per unit.

As per the report, K-
Electric has submitted its
Multi-Year Tariff (MYT)
proposal for the period
from 2023 to 2030 to
National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA). The request
includes setting the electric-
ity price’s Energy Purchase
Price (EPP) component at
18.88 rupees per unit and
the Capacity Purchase Price
(CPP)  component  at
Rs12.54 per unit. The pro-
posal also included the
Transmission Charges
Rs3.48 per unit, Distri-
bution Charges Rs3.84 per
unit, Operation & Mainten-
ance charges 0.42 rupees
per unit, Retail Margin
Rs0.59 per unit, Recovery
Loss Allowance Rs2.88 per
unit, and Working Capital
Rs2.07 per unit.

Friday as the PTI called out
PPP Senator Palwasha
Khan for chairing the ses-
sion in the presence of
Senate Deputy Chairman
Syedal Khan Nasir.

Senate Chairman Yousuf
Raza Gilani presided over
the proceedings but went
away 40 minutes into the
session, upon  which
Senator Palwasha began
chairing the session. Soon
after, PTI Senator Fauzia
Arshad said it was regret-
table that Palwasha was
presiding over the session
while the deputy chairman
was present. Palwasha
replied it was the chair-
man’s prerogative to make
that decision, adding that
the deputy chairman
arrived after she had
already begun chairing the
session.

Amidst Senator Arshad’s
interruption, Palwasha
repeatedly told the opposi-
tion benches to decide

Senate Shibli Faraz said:
“Don’t make a mockery of
the House and don’t dam-
age its sanctity. This is no
way that you seat the
deputy chairman, who has a
role in the chairman’s
absence, and you make him
a decoration piece.”

The opposition leader
and Palwasha had a heated
exchange as the latter said
the deputy chairman came
in after her while Faraz
maintained that Nasir was
already seated in the
Senate. Palwasha asked the
opposition leader to mind
his tone to which the sena-
tor questioned the way she
was speaking to him.

“I am speaking to you
the same way you’re speak-
ing to me,” she retorted as
she turned to the treasury
benches and ordered Rana
Mehmoodul Hassan to be
given the mic. As clamour-
ing continued from the
opposition benches,

Farooq Naek be given the
mic to speak, saying: “I do
not fall for this hooligan-
ism, and this cannot go on.”
As Naik attempted to
speak, Faraz interrupted
and said it was “shameful”
that the PML-N sent its
own chairman out of the
House to which Palwasha
retorted: “It’s alright, he
doesn’t have an issue with
this.”

Asking which rule was
violated by Palwasha pre-
siding over the session,
Naek said: “The Senate
chairman gives a list of pre-
siding officers. Who pre-
sides in the absence is the
prerogative of the chair-
man. He can tell any pre-
siding officer to preside
over the session. And the
way you are presiding right
now, this is within the
Senate rules.” He reiterated
that there was no violation
of any rule with her presid-
ing over the session.

PTI flays FIA over notice
in Imran’s tweet case

E.P. Report
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Secretary-General ~ Omar
Ayub Khan has launched
sharp criticism of the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) for serving
him a call-up notice in the
party founder Imran Khan’s
controversial tweet case.

Ayub, speaking on the
floor of the National
Assembly on  Friday,
slammed the probe agency’s
notices to him and other PTI
leaders — including the
party’s Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan and Central
Information Secretary Raoof
Hasan — in the controver-
sial X post case. Ayub, who
is also the Leader of the
Opposition in the lower
house of parliament, stressed
that the parliamentarians
were part of the state as per
the Constitution.
"Parliament is superior than
to any other institutions in
the country."

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Secretary-General
Omar Ayub Khan has
launched sharp criticism of
the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) for serving
him a call-up notice in the
party founder Imran Khan’s
controversial tweet case.
Ayub, speaking on the floor
of the National Assembly on
Friday, slammed the probe
agency’s notices to him and
other PTI leaders — includ-
ing the party’s Chairman
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
and Central Information
Secretary Raoof Hasan — in
the controversial X post case.

Ayub, who is also the
Leader of the Opposition in
the lower house of parlia-
ment, stressed that the par-
liamentarians were part of
the state as per the
Constitution. "Parliament is
superior than to any other
institutions in the country."
The politico questioned
higher authorities about the
jurisdiction of a probe
agency’s sub-inspector

which allowed him to issue a
call-up notice to the parlia-
mentarians.

He demanded the House
summon the FIA’s director
general to question his juris-
diction and also about the
language which was used in
the call-up notice. Ayub said
that he and several other PTI
leaders were booked in ter-
rorism cases in Sargodha.
He alleged that "aliens" were
involved in the disappear-
ances of party workers
whenever they came out of
jail.

He slammed that associa-
tion with the Imran-founded
party was seemingly becom-
ing a crime in the country
while there was no law in
place which could stop such
illegal activities. He went on
to say that the the former
prime minister, who was
removed from power in
April 2022, was facing "soli-
tary confinement" which
was proved from the pic-
tures of his prison cell at
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail.

tinued their sit-in in the city
for the last nine months.
The train service was also
suspended amid clashes.

The locals under the
banner of All-Parties Tajar
Laghri Ittehad have been
protesting against the
Passport Trolling Policy of
the government in Chaman.
There was a complete shut-
down in the city on the
third day and all markets
and shops were closed.

The situation in the city
is highly tense as the secu-
rity forces bombarded with
shells the protesters while
the angry locals stormed
the public offices. Clashes
between security forces and
the protesters continued in
the Chaman city.

Over 30 protesters, 8
policemen and 10 Frontier
Constabulary (FC) person-
nel have been injured in the
fresh clashes. Some of the
injured persons have been
admitted to the hospital.
The residents of Chaman
are protesting against the
passport system because
their houses are in Pakistan
but their yards are in
Afghanistan.

CTD kalls

most wanted
TTP terrorist

E.P. Report
BANNU: The Counter
Terrorism Department

(CTD) on Friday killed a
most wanted terrorist of the
banned TTP in an overnight
operation in Bannu district
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

As per details, the CTD
informed that the intelli-
gence based anti-terror
operation was carried out
by the CTD in Talgai area
of Wazir Tehsil of Bannu
district.

During the operation, a
TTP terrorist identified as
Umar alias Mustafa was
killed. The CTD recovered
arms and hand grenades
from the possession of the
dead terrorist. The slain ter-
rorist was wanted in cases
including carrying out blasts,
target killing and attacks on
forces.
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Fire death toll rises to six

LALAMUSA (PPI): Four more injured
persons of the house fire incident of
Lalamusa succumbed to their injuries
on Friday. Among the deceased, a man
named Mohammad Naeem and his
sons Tayyab, Abdul Rehman and
Rahmatullah
injuries while being treated at Aziz
Bhatti Hospital Gujrat. According to
doctors, 75 percent of the bodies of the
people who died in Gujarat were burnt.
> _______________________________________________
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succumbed to their

BEIJING: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif shaking hands with President of
China Xi Jinping.

Zilhajj moon sighted,
Eidul Azha on 17th

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The Zilhajj
moon in Pakistan has been
sighted, marking the begin-
ning of the last Islamic
month.

It means people in
Pakistan will celebrate
Eidul Azha on June 17
(Monday). The Central
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee,
headed by  chairman
Maulana Abdul
Khabir Azad, presided over
the meeting. The commit-
tee sat for a couple of hours
and after gathering evi-
dence, announced the onset
of the new month.

Syed

The Zilhajj moon was
sighted in Saudi Arabia a
day earlier and the Muslim
country will celebrate Eidul
Azha on June 16.
According to Saudi author-
ities, the first day of Zilhajj
falls on June 7 (Friday). In
keeping with the tradition,
the Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department (PMD)
predicted a few days earlier
that Eidul Azha was likely
to be celebrated on June 17
(Monday).

According  to  the
Climate Data Processing
Centre, the moon of Zilhajj
is most likely to be sighted
on June 7 (Friday) and

Eidul Azha will be on June
17 (Monday). According to
the centre, the moon will
rise at 5:38pm on June 6,
while the sunset is likely to
be at 7:20pm. The moon is
likely to be visible for 72
minutes after sunset.

The moon must be 19
hours old to be visible
while at the time of sunset,
the age of the moon in
Karachi will be 26 hours
and 8 minutes. On Eidul
Azha or the day of sacri-
fice, Muslims follow the
Sunnah of Hazrat Ibrahim
(A.S) and demonstrate their
obedience to Allah by sacri-
ficing an animal.

Institutions should work
within their limits: IHC

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani of
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Friday says no
one is above the law and all
institutions should work
within their constitutional
jurisdiction. He gave these
remarks while hearing the
petition for the recovery of
poet Ahmed Farhad Shah.
Advocate Iman Mazari
appeared on behalf of the
petitioner while senior jour-
nalist Hamid Mir assisted
the court as amicus curiae.
Additional Attorney
General Munawar Igbal
and Assistant Attorney
General Barrister Usman
Ghuman were also present
in the court. Advocate Iman
Mazari said that the bail

petition of Ahmed Farhad
had been rejected by a local
court of Muzaffarabad.
Advocate Riasat Azad
said that the court shouldn’t
dispose of the case as it is a
matter of basic human
rights. The additional attor-
ney general said that the
FIR had been launched and
Ahmed Farhad had been
recovered. The court can-
not proceed its hearing fur-
ther when the missing per-
son is recovered, he said.
“I am writing to chief
justice to constitute a larger
bench over the issue of
missing persons,” Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani
said. The larger bench is
required to have a diversi-
fied viewpoint, he added.
He was of the view that
there is a need to draw a

red-line. According to
Justice Kayani, all the insti-
tutions should respect the
constitution and no one is
above the law.

“A person is facing two
cases just because of our
egos and his family is suf-
fering a lot in this scenario,”
he said. Later, the IHC dis-
posed of the petition for the
recovery of missing poet.
“You can contact this court
again if required in future. I
know very well how to get
implement my orders,”
remarked Justice Kayani.

It may be recalled that
poet Ahmed Farhad Shah
had been allegedly abduct-
ed from his home on May
15. Farhad's wife Arooj
Zainab had lodged a com-
plaint in the IHC for recov-
ery of her husband.

JCP proposes 3 judges’
names for elevation to SC

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Judic-
ial Commission of Pakistan
(JCP) Friday sent the
names of three high court
judges to be considered for
elevation to the Supreme
Court for final approval by
the Parliamentary
Committee, sources told
media.

The names, recommend-
ed for appointment to
vacant SC seats, were rec-
ommended during a meet-
ing of the Judicial
Commission held under
chairmanship of Chief
Justice Qazi Faiz Isa, said
the sources. During the
meeting, the names of
Lahore High Court Chief
Justice Malik Shahzad

Ahmad, Sindh High Court
Chief Justice Ageel Abbasi,
and LHC Justice Shahid
Bilal have been proposed,
the sources said.

CJP Isa had, last month,
convened the JCP meeting
for deliberations over the
appointment of three judges
in the SC. The JCP was
constituted under the 18th
Constitutional Amendment
mandated to appoint judges
in the superior judiciary.

It was tasked to consider
names of nine judges,
including LHC chief justice
and SHC chief justice, for
filling the three vacant
posts in the apex court.
Chaired by the CJP, the
meeting was to be attended
JCP members —Justice
Syed Mansoor Ali Shah,

Justice Munib Akhtar,
Justice Yahaya Afridi,
Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan,
Justice (retd) Manzoor

Ahmed Malik, Federal
Minister for Law Azam
Nazir Tarar, Attorney
General Mansoor Usman
Awan and Pakistan Bar
Council representative
advocate Akhtar Hussain.
As per the Constitution,
the actual strength of
judges of the Supreme
Court is 17 while at present
the apex court only has 14
judges including the CIJP.
The three posts are to be
filled after the retirement of
former chief justice Umar
Ata Bandial and resigna-
tions of Justice Ijazul
Ahsan and Justice Syed
Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi.
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Govt decides to
establish Punjab
Kisan Bank

LAHORE (PPI): The
Punjab government has
decided to establish Punjab
Kisan Bank for issuing easy
loans to farmers, officials
said on Friday.

Besides establishment of
Punjab Kisan Bank, Green
Tractor Scheme, harvester
and agricultural equip-
ments’ manufacturing at
local level and Oilseed
Promotion Program have
also been announced.

The meeting chaired by
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif and
Pakistan Muslim League
(PML-N) President
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
got detailed briefing on the
Kisan package.

The  meeting gave
approval of "CM Punjab
Green Tractor Scheme" for
farmers. However, Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif rejected the proposal
of only Rs600,000 subsidy
on tractors. Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz directed to
give 70 percent subsidy on
small tractors and 50 per-
cent on big tractors. It was
briefed that on the sugges-

tion of Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif, the number of trac-
tors under the Punjab Green
Tractor ~ Scheme  was
increased to 10,000.

Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif ordered to
complete the first phase of
Punjab Green Tractor
Scheme in one year. It was
decided in principle to give
more tractors under Punjab
Green Tractor Scheme
every year. Owners of six
acres to 50 acres of land
will be eligible to apply for
tractors, said in briefing.
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz also approved the
high-tech mechanization
program developed at the
local level.

Foreign companies will
manufacture harvesters and
other equipment in Punjab
with local collaboration. It
also proposed to give con-
cessions to foreign compa-
nies for manufacturing
modern agricultural equip-
ment in Punjab.

The meeting also gave
approval to start oilseed
promotion program in
Punjab. Production of oil

products in different areas
of the province will be
encouraged. Chief Minister
Maryam said that for the
first time in Punjab, a
farmer package of Rs400
billion is being given.
Apart from agricultural
inputs, farmers will also get
other incentives and facili-
ties through Kisan Card,
Maryam Nawaz  said.
Prosperity of every farmer
and increase in agricultural
production are among our
top goals, Maryam Nawaz
added. Solarization of tube-
well and drip irrigation sys-
tem were also reviewed in
the meeting. It was told in
the briefing that 47000
farmers have registered for
Kisan Card in 48 hours.

Senior Provincial
Minister Maryam
Aurangzeb, Provincial

Ministers Sohaib Ahmed
Malik, Syed Ashiq Hussain,
Special Assistant Rashid
Nasrullah, Chief Secretary
Zahid  Akhtar Zaman,
Secretary Agriculture
Iftikhar Sahu and other rele-
vant officials were also
present in the meeting.

Commissioner for
ensuring 100 percent target
of anti-polio drive

KARACHI (APP):
Commissioner Syed Hasan
Naqvi has directed all
Deputy Commissioners to
pay special attention to
ensure 100 percent cover-
age of left over children
during anti-polio drive and
special focus should be
given on the refusal cases.

The concerned officers
were asked to work with a
comprehensive plan to
administer polio drops to
children up to five years of
age specially in high-risk
areas. He issued these
directives while chairing a
meeting to review the anti-
polio campaign in the high-
risk areas of district of East
and district Central here on
Friday at his office.

The Commissioner said
Karachi is currently in a

high-risk zone, and strenu-
ous efforts were needed to
eradicate polio virus from
the city. He directed the
deputy commissioners to
include revenue staff in the
anti-polio efforts to increase
the number of staff and
ensure proper monitoring .
He also instructed them to
consult with local represen-
tatives, religious leaders
and senior citizens of differ-
ent communities to make
the efforts more effective.

The Commissioner also
visited the Union Council
Al-Noor  Society and
reviewed the situation caus-
ing due to uncleanliness and
bad drainage system. He
said that improving the
drainage and sanitation sys-
tem in the area was essential
for polio eradication.

The Deputy
Commissioner Central, Fuad
Ghaffar Soomro, briefed the
Commissioner on the anti-
polio efforts. The
Commissioner also visited
the Gadap Gajro Union
Council in district  East
where Deputy Commissioner
Shahzad Abbasi briefed him
about anti polio drive.

Syed Hassan Naqvi vis-
ited the Jannat Hospital at
Gajro. He also appealed the
parents to secure their chil-
dren's future by administer-
ing anti-polio drops to
every child under five years
of age in every campaign.
The current anti-polio cam-
paign will end on Sunday,
and so far, more than 1.7
million children have been
administered polio drops in
the past four days.

Ramesh Arora orders
better arrangements for
Sikh pilgrims

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Minorities
and Head of Pakistan Sikh
Gurdwara  Prabandhak
Committee (PSGPC)
Ramesh Singh Arora has
ordered for making better
arrangements for Sikh
yatrees’ accommodation,
travel, and security while
relevant departments have
to provide services round-
the-clock.

He expressed these views
while charging consultative
meeting in Dera Sahib after
his visit on Friday. He told
the members of PSGPC that
in a significant gesture of
religious  harmony, the
Pakistani High Commission
in New Delhi has issued

visas to Indian Sikh pilgrims
in anticipation of the martyr-
dom day of Guru Arjan Dev
Ji, the fifth guru of Sikhs.
The minister was briefed
that pilgrims are scheduled to
cross into Pakistan via
Wagah border crossing on
June 8, marking a poignant
moment of cross-border cul-
tural and religious exchange.
The primary commemorative
ceremony is set to take place
on June 16 at Gurdwara Dera

underscoring the importance
of this event in fostering
goodwill. This year’s events
not only commemorate the
profound legacy of Guru
Arjan Dev Ji, but also rein-
force the cultural and spiritu-
al bonds between the Sikh
community and Pakistan,
highlighting the nation’s
commitment to preserving
and respecting its diverse
religious heritage.

Measles
outbreak
worsens in
Punjab

LAHORE (APP):
measles  outbreak
Punjab continues to esca-
late, with alarming
increases in both suspected
and confirmed cases.

Tragically, three children
have succumbed to the dis-
ease in Multan during the
past 24 hours, as reported
by the Health Department
on Friday. These recent
fatalities bring the total
number of measles-related
deaths among children in
Punjab to 30.

Yesterday alone, health
authorities identified 321
suspected cases of measles
across Punjab. Breakdown
of the new cases includes
47 from Lahore, 6 from
Gujranwala, 4 from Vehari,
26 from Jhang, 11 from
Rahim Yar Khan, and 14
from Multan. The number
of confirmed measles cases
in the province has now
surged to 3,674.

In response to the out-
break, health officials are
urging parents to ensure
their  children receive
measles vaccination and to
seek immediate medical

The

attention if symptoms
appear. The provincial gov-
ernment is intensifying

efforts to control the out-
break, with enhanced vac-
cination drives and public
awareness campaigns
aimed at curbing the spread
of the disease. Authorities
continue to monitor the sit-
uation closely as they work
to prevent further tragedies
and protect the health of
children in Punjab.

Govt to audit
district health

authorities

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab government has
announced a comprehensive
audit of health authorities
across all districts, targeting
improvements in vaccina-
tion coverage and accounta-
bility in healthcare services.
Sources in the health depart-
ment confirmed on Friday
that instructions have been
issued to Secretary of Health
Punjab to initiate this audit.
The decision comes in
response to declining vac-
cination rates, which plum-
meted from over 90 per
cent in 2017 to 68 per cent
in 2023. As part of the
audit, the Health
Department has demanded
a five-year record of vacci-
nation coverage from all
districts. The review will
also focus on identifying
and suspending officers
from districts exhibiting the
poorest performance.
Provincial Health
Minister Khawaja Imran
Nazir emphasized the gov-
ernment's commitment to
accountability,  stating,
“We have decided to con-
duct a thorough audit and
hold employees account-
able for their performance.
This is crucial for restoring
the effectiveness of our

health  programs and
ensuring public trust.”
Additionally, lists of

staff members who failed to
perform their duties over
the past five years have
been requested to facilitate
further actions against those
responsible for the decline.

in ||
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KARACHI: A vendor feed their sacrificial animals at cattle market fr upcming Eid ul Azha.

Minister chairs board
meeting of Sindh Transmission
and Dispatch Company

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Sindh
Provincial Energy Minister
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah
chaired the board meeting
of Sindh Transmission and
Dispatch Company today in
the committee room of
Energy Department.

In the meeting, the deci-
sions of the previous meet-
ing were confirmed, while
new important decisions
were also taken. Meeting
was decided that Go
Energy Pvt Ltd, which
wants to install a 500 MW
floating solar power project
on Kenjhar Lake and con-
nect K Electric with

Dhabiji grid station through
STDC's transmission line.

It will also agree to sign
the MoU. It was informed in
the meeting that Gul Ahmed
Group Power Company
Private Limited and Gul
Ahmed Renewal Energy
Private Limited both compa-
nies want to generate 50-50
MW electricity and supply it
to Gul Ahmed Textile Mills
through Sindh Transmission
and Dispatch Company's
transmission line.

Minister Nasir Shah also
approved the MoU between
STDC and Gul Ahmed
Group as Chairman. In the
meeting, a detailed review
was made regarding the

performance of STDC.

Nasir Shah emphasized
to increase the performance
of the company and further
improve it and said that
Sindh Government has
established SEPRA as com-
pared to NEPRA to provide
cheap electricity to the peo-
ple, so as far as possible all
the initiatives should be
ensured through SEPRA.

Minister Energy said
that the officers and
employees with good per-
formance will be awarded
with both awards and
rewards because hardwork-
ing and capable employees
are valuable assets of any
organization.

Minister reviews 100-day
performance of
Education Department

LAHORE (APP):
Education Minister Rana
Sikandar Hayat Friday said
that the department exposed
fake enrollment numbers of
the previous government
and ensured National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) verifi-
cation for all future admis-
sions.

While reviewing 100-day
performance of the
Education Department, he
said for the first time in his-
tory, 1.2 million students
were enrolled after NADRA
verification within a short
period and highlighted that
within the first 100 days of
the government, a new trans-
fer policy for teachers was
introduced in consultation
with them, ensuring trans-
parency and benefits for
teachers.

The education minister
said that a pilot project for a
nutrition programme had
been initiated in the schools
of Raiwand tehsil, with
plans to extend the model to
all schools. He noted that the
school registration system
had been made more effi-
cient and that there was a

Sahib in Lahore, a site of [/

deep historical and spiritual
significance, where Guru
Arjan Dev Ji was martyred in
1606.

The minister directed that
a warm reception should be
planned at the Wagah border,

.
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2014, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

2- All stakeholders, the public, and interested persons are invited to
give their views for or against environmental approval. These views
should be received within 15 (fifteen) days of the publication of the
advertisement to the Director General (EPA), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa at

the address below.

3- Detailed EIA documents are available for public viewing at the
Environmental Protection Agency, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Peshawar.
4-The public hearing will be held at the following date, venue, and time.
All stakeholders and the general public are invited.

Environmental Impact

Near Marbella Wedding Hall, Peshawar

NOTICE FOR
PUBLIC HEARING

All public stakeholders and interested persons are hereby informed
that Environmental Protection Agency Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
received the request for Environmental Approval to the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) of PRIME Tower, Warsak Road (Canal
Road), Near Marbella Wedding Hall, Peshawar that is required under
section-13 of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Environmental Protection Act,

Date Time Venue
PRIME Tower, Warsak Road (Canal Road),
28-06-2024(11:00 AM
Near Marbella Wedding Hall, Peshawar.

Muhammad Jahangir
(Authorized/Focal Person)
PRIME Tower, Warsak Road
(Canal Road), Near Marbella

Wedding Hall, Peshawar
Phone Number: 0300-5852265

Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
3rd Floor, Old Court Building, Khyber

Director General
Environmental Protection Agency

Road, Peshawar
Phone Number: 091-9210263

== TENDER NOTICE —

HEADQUARTERS FRONTIER CORPS KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA (NORTH)

Sealed bids on the basis of "ltems Rate System" are hereby invited from the contractors /
firms already registered with this office for project "Construction of 3 x 128 single men
barracks for Special Operations Companies at Bajaur, Mohmand and Khyber Merged
Districts for a total estimated cost of Rs.249.780 million
Tender form & complete set of bidding documents can be collected from the date of
appearance of the advertisement in the press from the office of undersigned on production of
call deposit (original) till 25 June 2024.
The bidding shall be carried out on the basis of "item rate system", wherein the bidders are
required to Quote in % on project cost in the BOQ, in case of non schedule item no % will be

allowed.

The bids shall be accompanied with the earnest money/Bid security @ 2% of bid cost in favour
of the IGFCKP (North) in shape of call deposit from any scheduled bank of Pakistan.

As per provincial Govt. notification no. SO (FR)/FD/9-7/2011/VOI-1-11 Dated 05-11-2014 in
case of quoting bid upto 10% below on the engineer estimate, the bidder will furnish an
additional security with the bid, in shape of call deposit/bank guarantee. Further, in lieu of
bank guarantee/call deposit, an equivalent insurance coverage of a company having at least
AA rating from PACRAMR shall also be acceptable from contractors/bidders, subject to
verification by the scheduled bank. whereas bank guarantees will be obtained from the
contractors/bidders quoting more than 10% below on engineer estimate. These guarantees
will be discharged on expiry of the defect liability period of the contract.

The bids must reach to the office of the undersigned up to 25 June 2024 on 1100 hrs through
registered courier services. Wherein the bids will be opened on the same day at 1200hrs in
the presence of bidders / their representatives, who may like to attend, in the office of the
IGFCKP (North). Works Branch HQ Frontier Corps KP Peshawar. The late bids received will not

be entertained.

Bids will be valid for 90 days from the date of acceptance of tender by the competent

authority.

Any item not reflected in the bill of quantities (BOQ) and required at the site, shall be paid in
accordance with MRS rates, subject to prior approval.
Incomplete/disfiguring/over-writing/by-hand/delayed bids will be considered non-

responsive.

. In case of equal bids 1st, 2nd and 3rd etc, the lowest bidder would be decided through toss/

draw by the undersigned.

. The procuring entity may reject all bids or proposals at any time prior to the acceptance of a
bid or proposals. The procurement entity shall upon request communicate to any contractor
who submitted a bid or proposal, the ground for rejection of all bids or proposals as per PPRA.

12.

undersigned, if desire on any working day during office hours.

4 LIEUTENANT COLONEL (GSO-1) WORKS p |

The bidders are liberty to seek any clarification or further information from the office of

=4

renewed focus on the quality
of education. Additionally,
the department was intro-
ducing a modern system for
monitoring educational
institutions, he added and
further mentioned that previ-
ous administrations had
never taken action against
cheating mafias.

He said as per the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, the cheat-
ing network had been dis-
mantled. Cameras had been
installed in exam centres,
leading to the elimination of
the cheating mafia, the min-
ister added.

Furthermore, significant
savings of billions of rupees
were made in publication of
textbooks by breaking the
monopoly of certain paper
mills.

For the first time in histo-
ry, a tradition of policy-mak-
ing in consultation with all
stakeholders had been estab-
lished, with every step taken

after gaining their confi-
dence, the minister added.

The education minister
also emphasised his open-
door policy for teachers,
ensuring easy access for all.
He announced that on June
17, the Google for Education
team would visit Pakistan for
the first time, offering IT cer-
tified courses to 300,000
youths.

By next year, 20 institutes
in every tehsil would provide
technical skills training to the
youth, he added.

The minister said that a
minimum of Rs1250 million
was needed for education in
one constituency, and a poli-
cy for better utilisation of
budget resources was essen-
tial.

He pledged to reform
Punjab's education system
over the next five-year to the
extent that even bureaucrats
would prefer government
educational institutions for
their children.

LHC extends
market

hours for
Eidul Azha

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
on Friday extended market
operating hours for the
occasion of Eidul Azha.

The court allowed mar-
kets to stay open until
12am [midnight] up to
Eidul Azha and until 1 am
on weekends. Justice
Shahid Karim issued the
orders while hearing peti-
tions, filed by Haroon
Farooq and others regard-
ing ineffective measures
to control smog.

During the proceedings,
the Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) submitted a report
about dead chickens, stat-
ing that 46,670-kg dead
chickens were discarded
from Tollinton Market. The
report further mentioned
that daily raids were being
conducted to check meat
quality, resulting in 94
cases registered for selling
unhealthy meat. The court
subsequently adjourned the
hearing until next Friday.

FIA Lahore
circle arrests

3 smugglers

LAHORE (APP): The FIA
Lahore's anti-human smug-
glers circle arrested three
smugglers including woman.
According to the FIA
spokesperson, the accused
Ayesha received huge
amount to send the citizens
to Dubai and Thailand, the
accused was arrested from
Baghbanpura Lahore.
Accused Sheikh Yusuf
received Rs 400,000 from a
citizen to get a Malaysian
work permit. Accused Yusuf
was arrested from
Rawalpindi, while a human
trafficker named Ashraf was
arrested from Thukar Niaz
Baig Lahore. Accused Ashraf
received Rs 300,000 from a
citizen to send to Dubai.
Director FIA Lahore
Zone Sarfaraz Khan Virk
said  that  operations
against human smugglers

will continue vigorously.
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S# | Name of Scheme
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Million)

Irrigation Department Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa intends to invite electronic bids on the
basis of single stage single envelope system for the Government Fimrs/ Contractors enlisted with
Irrigation Department having renewed their enlistment and valid PEC license for the following work:-
Earnest Money @
2% +Stamp Duty in
shape of CD.

ADP No. 2206/210455-Construction of Flood Protection Works, Irrigation Channels and Ponds
and installation of Solar Irrigation T/Wells in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

PEC relevant
Code.

based Irrigation T/Wells for

Khel District Lakki Marwat

1. | S/Work:- Installation of Solar

Agriculture lands at village Tari

7.358

156500 CE-09, CE-10,
EE-11 (Solar),

ME 05

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR E-BIDDING

1. Bids shall be submitted electronically through e-bidding. All the documents are available on the
website of the department www.irrigation.gkp.pk as well as “KPPRA” website for the convenience of

the bidders.

procuring entity.

successful bidder.

issued from time to time.

at12:30 PM.

All the bidders/ firms must be registered with KPRA.
. All the prevailing KPPRA Acts/ Rules and other Governemnt Notifications will also be applicable

2. Bids solicitation documents being mandatory requirements be fulfilled to enable the bidder to
participate in the tendering process, otherwise their bids will be rejected.

3. Venue of the bids opening as Marwat Canal Division Bannu.

4. The bidders are required to quote their rates on above/below system on engineer's estimates for
MRS and non-MRS item of works.

5. The additional security will be deposited by the seccessful bidder strictly following the KPPRA rules
notified vide No. SRO(14) Vol:1-24/2021-22, Dated 10-05-2022.

6. If the evaluated electroc bid costs of two or more than two bidders are equal, then the successful
bidders will be declared through toss or best evaluated value of bidders, as deem fit by the

7. The competent authority reserves the right to accept/ reject any or all bids any time prior to
acceptance of a bid as per Para 47(i) of KPPRARules 2014, quoting cogent reasons.

8. Bid security of the first, second and third lowest electronic bidders for the specific work will be
retained by the department for at least one week after issuance of letter of acceptance to the

. Funds release depends upon the policy of Provincial Government; hence payment will be made
accordingly. Bidder/ Contractor agreeing with Financial constrains in respect of payments etc are at
liberty to participate in instant E-bidding as no claim whatsover will be entertained in this regard.

. Bids will received on 24-06-2024 up to 12:00 P.M. and will be opened on same date i.e, 24-06-2024

Executive Engineer
Marwat Canal Division Bannu

INF(P)1197/24
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Peshawar City

Dragon Boat Festival ceremony at China Window

Pak-China friendship is §

higher than Himalayas,
deeper than seas: Swati

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Speaker of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly, Babar Saleem
Swati, emphasized the
immense importance of
the friendship between
Pakistan and China in light
of the current economic
situation. He highlighted
that this bond is crucial for
the economic development
and prosperity of both
nations and stressed the
need to learn from and
benefit in various fields
from our brotherly neigh-
bor, China.

Speaker Swati
expressed these views dur-
ing his visit to China
Window, a Chinese cultur-
al center in Peshawar,
where he also addressed
the Dragon Boat Festival
ceremony. The event was
graced by the presence of
Engineer Said Mehmood,
Vice Chairman of the KP
Board of Investment, and
Arshad  Aziz  Malik,
President of the Peshawar

Press Club.

During his visit,
Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati toured the state-of-
the-art cultural center,
exploring its various gal-
leries, signing the friend-
ship wall, and leaving his
comments in the visitor’s
book. In his address at the
Dragon Boat Festival, he
remarked, "The friendship
between Pakistan and
China is higher than the
Himalayas, deeper than
the seas, and sweeter than
honey.

Today, we proudly call
ourselves Iron Brothers."
He attributed the strength
of this friendship to the
mutual protection of each
other’s interests and unwa-
vering support during dif-
ficult times. Swati under-
scored that while China
has always stood by
Pakistan, it is imperative
for Pakistan to learn from
China’s development and
leverage its experiences
for Pakistan's economic
growth and the well-being

of its people.

Welcoming the second
phase of the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), Swati
commended China’s
investment of $26 billion
in CPEC projects and the
anticipated additional $40
billion investment. He
highlighted that these
projects, including
hydropower and the
Rashakai Economic Zone,
will create millions of jobs
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Speaker Swati also
emphasized the signifi-
cance of learning the
Chinese language, particu-
larly for youth aspiring to
take advantage of the
opportunities arising from
CPEC projects.

He praised the China
Window administration
for organizing free
Chinese language courses
and lauded the initiative to
celebrate the Dragon Boat
Festival, marking it as a
gesture of solidarity with
our Chinese brothers and

sisters.

Expressing his delight &=

at visiting the China
Window, Swati noted that
the center not only fosters
a positive and constructive
role in strengthening
Pakistan-China friendship
but also enriches the peo-
ple of Peshawar and the
entire  province  with
Chinese cultural aware-
ness.

Earlier in the event,
Engineer Syed Mehmood
and Arshad Aziz Malik
acknowledged the Chinese
people's enthusiasm for
their festivals, including
the Dragon Boat Festival.
They conveyed that the
celebrations in Peshawar
would send a clear mes-
sage to China of our
shared joy and solidarity.

They expressed confi-
dence that such events
would further solidify the
Pak-China friendship.

The guests were also
treated to documentaries
showcasing the Dragon
Boat Festival.

PPP asks CM to tender
apology for derogatory remarks

PESHAWAR (APP): PPP
Peshawar city chapter has
asked KP Chief Minister
Ali Amin Khan Gandapur
to tender apology for his
derogatory remarks
against PPP leadership and
Governor KP Faisal Karim
Kundi.

Addressing a press con-
ference at press club here
on Friday, president PPP
Peshawar City, Zulfikar
Afghani warned the chief
minister of derogatory lan-
guage against their party
leadership. Otherwise, he

said that they take streets
against them including
holding a demo in front of
the Chief Minister’s
House.

Other PPP leaders pres-
ent on the occasion were
included Khawaja Yawar
Naseer, Mohammad
Adnan Jalil, Abidullah
Khan Yousafzai, Malik
Zulfikar Awan, Tahir
Abbas, Munir Camrade,
Riaz Khan and Junaid
Khan.

The PPP stalwart criti-
cized the PTI led provin-

cial government for its
poor governance for last
12 years, which has
pushed the province to
backwardness and law-
lessness.

He said that the PPP
leadership had rendered
unprecedented sacrifices
for the restoration and
strengthening of democra-
cy, supremacy of law and
constitution.

Rejecting the tirade of
the Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur against
PPP chairman, Bilawal

Bhutto Zardari and KP
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi, he said that soon
after Eidul Azha, the for-
mer will visit the provin-
cial metropolis and also
address gatherings of the
party workers.

Similarly, he said that
KP Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi is a devoted and
popular political leader
and has achieved several
successes in the politics of
hia native district D.I.
Khan and has defeated his
political rivals.

ICRC Art Competition concludes
with enthusiasm at UOP

.

F.P. Repot

PESHAWAR:
International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC)
organized the "ICRC Art
Competition 2024 " “keep-
ing the Humanity Alive"
for the students of the
University of Peshawar's
Arts and Design
Department.

The aim of the competi-
tion was to provide a plat-
form for students to
express their thoughts and
imagination through Their
Art Work, and highlighting
the impact of Conflict and
other violence on human
lives, voices and climate

change.

On the Occasion the
Edithe Joseph, the Head of
the ICRC Peshawar Sub-
Delegation Office, attend-
ed the event and said "Art
carries the unique ability to
transcend border, translate
human emotions and com-
municate powerful mes-
sages about human condi-
tions through language of
expression and creativity.
The ICRC Arts
Competition aims to raise
awareness about humani-
tarian issues in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and reflect
on the lived and observed
experiences of the people
in the region.

She Further Added to
her statement, The ICRC is
an impartial, neutral, and
independent organization
whose exclusively human-
itarian mission is to protect
the lives and dignity of
victims of armed conflict
and other situations of vio-
lence and to provide them
with assistance.

Through Art, the ICRC
aims to raise awareness
about humanitarian issues,
by engaging diverse audi-
ences through powerful
visual expressions, encour-
aging empathy, and devel-
oping a deeper understand-
ing of the impact of con-
flict and crises. ICRC also

provides a platform for
artists to reflect on human
rights and dignity, encour-
aging innovative perspec-
tives and broader discus-
sions.

Dr. Imrana Seemi,
Chairperson of the Fine
Arts Department,

University of Peshawar,
thanked the ICRC for
organizing the competi-
tion, saying that such
events are essential for
nurturing the talent of stu-
dents, who will shape the
future of society through
their work. The winners of
the competition were
awarded trophies, cash
prizes, and certificates."

customers at Ghanta Ghar Chowk. — APP photo
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PESHAWAR: Speaker of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, Babar aleem Swati addressing a
ceremony at China Center.

PHC rejects plea seeking
removal from ECL in fraud case

Humayun Khan

PEHSAWAR: Adivisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprising
Justice Sahibzada
Asadullah and Justice
Waqar Ahmed has reject-
ed the petition filed by
Professor Dr.
Hameedullah Jan, chal-
lenging the decision of the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) to place
his name on the Exit

Control List (ECL), on
Friday.

The counsel for peti-
tioner argued that Dr.
Hameed Ullah Jan had
returned the money to the
affected persons and had
also allotted plots to them,
therefore, his name should
be removed from the

ECL.
However, NAB's coun-
sel, Salman Fayyaz,

argued that the petitioner
had committed fraud and

embezzled billions of
rupees, and his name
could not be removed
from the ECL.

The court's decision
means that Dr. Jan will
not be able to travel
abroad until the case is
decided. The case
revolves around allega-
tions of fraud and embez-
zlement of billions of
rupees by the petitioner,
who is accused of selling
plots to people and not

delivering them.

NAB had initiated an
investigation into the mat-
ter and had placed Dr.
Jan's name on the ECL to
prevent him from fleeing
the country.

PHC divisional bench
comprising of Justice
Sahibzada Asadullah and
Justice Waqar Ahmad
rejected, the petitioner's
pleas seeking removal
from ECL after conclu-
sion of arguments.

Extension of Dept of Operative
Dentistry inaugurated at KTH

PESHAWAR (APP):
Chairman BoG MTI-
KTH/KMC/KCD, Dr.
Umar Ayub Khan on
Friday officially inaugurat-
ed the extension of the
Department of Operative
Dentistry.

The ceremony was
graced by the presence of
distinguished individuals
including Prof Dr Syed
Nasir Shah, Dean of KCD,
Associate Prof Dr Atta ur
Rehman, Associate Dean

Postgraduate, Associate
Prof. Dr. Samrina
Muhammad, Associate
Dean Undergraduate,

along with the esteemed

KCD faculty, residents,

and staff of  the
Department of Operative
Dentistry.

During the event, the
Chairman BoG and other
guests were given a com-
prehensive tour of both the
original department and its
new extension by the
Chairperson of Operative
Dentistry, Prof Dr. Shafqat
Ali Shah.

They were briefed on
the expansion process and
the department's plans for
patient care, as well as its
teaching programs for both
under- and post-graduates.

The original depart-

ment, located on the
ground floor of the old
KCD building, housed a
total of 25 dental units.

However, due to limited
space and heavy patient
load, the need for an exten-
sion became apparent.

The new extension now
features 9 operational den-
tal units in the postgradu-
ate section, 5 units in the
new OPD dedicated to
emergency cases, 2 units
specifically allocated for
hepatitis B and C positive
patients, and 1 unit at the
Faculty Office.

This expansion has
increased the total number

of units in the department

to 42, significantly
enhancing patient care and
reducing appointment

waiting times.

Dr. Umar Ayub Khan,
the Chairman of the BOG,
expressed his deep appre-
ciation for the hard work
put in by the KCD team
and assured them of his
unwavering support.
Furthermore, he generous-
ly presented a copy of the
book "The Clash of
Civilizations" to  the
respected Dean of KCD,
and later participated
in a group picture with the
faculty.

KPBC condemns evaluation of
judge to Supreme court

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Bar Council (KPBC) has expressed

KPBC Vice Chairman Sadiq Ali
Mohmand and Chairman Executive
Committee Syed Taimour Ali Shah
stated in a joint statement that the
of judges
Supreme Court is against seniority

strong reservations over the appointment
appointment of judges in the
Supreme Court, terming the and principles.

' appointment of junior judges as

regrettable, on Friday.

They criticized
Court for appointing a junior judge

in the

from the Lahore High Court, con-
trary to its own verdict.

Khyber
Council strongly condemns this
appointment and will protest against
it in the next meeting of the Inter-

Pakhtunkhwa Bar

Provincial Bar Councils, where they

the Supreme
action.

will finalize a future course of

Governor visits Edwardes

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province undertook a visit to
Edwardes  College in
Peshawar, where he planted
a sapling in the college's
green campus.

During his visit, the
Governor inspected the
facilities of the college,
including the International
Language Courses Center,
Central Library, and various
classrooms. He also
reviewed the arrangements

College Peshawar

for the ongoing annual
examinations being con-
ducted at the college.

Principal Professor
Shujaat Ali Khan briefed
Governor Kundi about vari-
ous aspects of Edwardes
College, including its histor-
ical significance, academic
and extracurricular activi-
ties, scholarships, and aca-
demic performance.

The briefing also covered
the structure and function-
ing of the college's Board of
Governors, Executive
Committee, and Finance
Committee.

"Edwardes College is a
premier educational institu-
tion in the province,"
remarked Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi. "It is our col-
lective responsibility to
uphold the standard of edu-
cation and the esteemed rep-
utation ~ of  Edwardes
College."

Edwardes College holds
a distinguished reputation
for providing quality educa-
tion, remarked Governor
Kundi, emphasizing the
importance of maintaining
this legacy.

The visit of Governor

Faisal Karim Kundi under-
scores the government's
commitment to promoting
education and ensuring the
development of educational
institutions in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Edwardes College, locat-
ed in Peshawar, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, is one of the
oldest and most prestigious
educational institutions in
Pakistan. Founded in 1900,
the college offers a wide
range of academic programs
and has a rich tradition of
academic excellence and
extracurricular activities.

A two-day training workshop on
climate change studies held

PESHAWAR (APP): University of Agriculture, Peshawar organized a successful two-day workshop on climate smart
agriculture to mitigate drought in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in collaboration with Climate, Energy and Water Research
Institute, Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC) Islamabad here on Friday. Important officials of various depart-
ments including Department of Agriculture Extension, Department of Agriculture Research, Department of On Farm
Water Management, Department of Soil and Water Conservation and Department of Livestock and Dairy Development
Extension Khyber Pakhtunkhwa participated in the workshop.

These departments play an important role in implementing sustainable agricultural practices to address the challenges
posed by climate change, particularly drought. Vice Chancellor Emeritus Prof. Dr. Jahan Bakht attended as a special guest.
Professor Dr. Humayun Khan, Deputy Director Dr. Haroon Khan, Dr. Bashir Ahmad, Dr. Akhtar Abbas, and Engineer Ali
Kamran gave lectures in the workshop. Their presentations covered various topics that are essential to advance climate
smart agricultural practices, increase drought resilience and ensure sustainable water management in the region. Prof. Dr.
Jahan Bakht emphasized the urgent need to adopt climate smart agricultural practices to reduce the negative effects of
drought. He said, “Collaboration between academic institutions and research institutes is critical to develop innovative
solutions that can protect our agricultural sector from the growing threat of climate change. This workshop will create a
resilient and sustainable agricultural framework in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. It's a step towards building a work.” Participants
participated in interactive sessions and discussions focusing on practical strategies and technologies to enhance farmers’
adaptive capacity. The workshop also provided a platform for knowledge exchange and collaboration among various
stakeholders, promoting a collective approach to tackling environmental challenges.
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Dist emergency
officer assumes
charge in Jamrud
F.P. Report

JAMRUD: Engineer
Shareq Riaz Khattak
assumed charge as new
emergency officer,
Khyber here in district
headquarter office,
Jamrud last day. In this
connection a simple
gathering was in the
Rescue 1122 district
headquarter office,
Jamrud that was attend-
ed by newly appointed
and outgoing emer-
gency officers Engineer
Shareq Riaz Khatak and
Syed Shoab Mansoor
besides officials of res-
cue 1122. The newly
posted emergency offi-
cer was received warm-
ly by presenting him
with bouquets and a
smart contingent of the
Rescue 1122 officials
saluted him. Rescue
1122 staff was intro-
duced to him and the

Students
sit-in continues at
Malakand’s varsity

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Talks
between the elders of the
Adenzai Qaumi Jirga and
Students’ Jirga, a represen-
tative body of different stu-
dents’ organizations of the
University of Malakand
(UoM) held at Chakdara
ended without any result as
the students boycotted their
annual examinations. The
protesting students staged a
sit-in at the varsity premis-
es, locked all the depart-
ments and offered Fateha
for the departed soul of
Musa Khan.

The Students Jirga led
by Maaz Khan repeated its
demands of dismissal of the
varsity vice chancellor Prof
Dr Rashid Ahmad, Pro-vice
chancellor Dr  Attaur
Rehman, Provost Dr Janis
Khan, Chief Proctor Dr

of their demands. The eld-
ers of Adenzai Qaumi Jirga
including Khurshid Ali of
PPP, Syed Sultanat Yar
Bukhari of JI, Haji Javed
Igbal of JUI-F, Aman Khan
of PPP, Fakhruz Zaman of
PTT and others first met the
UoM administration at the
Chakdara Fishing hut and
informed it about the stu-
dents’ demands.

The talks continued for
three hours during which
the varsity administration
agreed to accept all of the
students’ demands falling
under its jurisdiction.
Talking to media reporters
in the presence of vice
chancellor Prof Dr Rashid
Ahmad, AAC Adenzai and
teachers’ representatives
the jirga elders Syed
Sultanat Yar and Khurshid
Ali said the varsity admin-
istration had agreed to

protest call. The Adenzai
elders asked the Students’
jirga to end its protest and
sit in the varsity examina-
tions commencing from
Friday. However; the jirga
rejected the offer and said
the students would boycott
the examinations.

Meanwhile a delegation
of the varsity teachers’
association led by Dr
Samiur Rehman also met
the Students’ Jirga and
discussed the emerging
situation. The teachers,
according to the students,
also agreed to their
demands.

The lawyers affiliated
with different bar councils
in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
have already announced to
fully support the legal bat-
tle regarding the death of
Musa Khan. The lawyers
from Peshawar, Mardan,

HYDERABAD: Injured person of gas cylinder blast at Bhitshah being pro

hospital.
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vided medical treatment at

Traders terms

IGP inaugurates command

officer inspected con-| Aziz and hostel warden accept the students’ Dargai, Charsadda, Lower ..

trol rooms and exam- | Habib Khan. They put the demands. They said that Dir, Upper Dir and FBR Ta]ll" DOSt

ined various sections of | demands  before = the some of the demands which Malakand  visited the pOhcy an & L

the Rescue 1122 head- | Adenzai Qaumi Jirga that were related to the provin- University of Malakand t l t B

quarter. Speaking on the | met it at Chakdara before cial government and KP and met with the Students’ attemnt to Cheat con rO cen er ln uner
occasion the posted dis- | meeting with the universi- Governor would be dis- jirga at Chakdara here the p F.P. Report

trict emergency officer | ty’s administration. cussed with the concerned other day. F.P. Report L2 Report Daggar too. He was greeted in Buner.

urged the Rescue 1122 The students continued high ups. They condoled on the - by a well-dressed contin- IG while talking media
officials to adopt all| to protest the death of Musa Later the jirga members death of Musa Khan and | MARDAN: Provincial | BUNER: Inspector General gent of police on his arrival persons said that there are

necessary initiatives to
provide on time relief to
the residents of Khyber
during natural or man-
made calamities. It is to
be mentioned here that
Engineer Shareq Riaz
Khattak earlier has
served in Peshawar,
Haripur and Battagram.

TB free society:
MoU signed
F.P. Report

BANNU: A Memo-
randum of Understa-

Khan, a student of the jour-
nalism and mass communi-
cation department, who
was killed in a road acci-
dent on May 30 due to his
alleged expulsion from his
hostel at night. All the stu-
dents boycotted their exam-
inations and announced to
continue it till acceptance

met the Students Jirga in
order to seek a peaceful and
sustainable solution to the
issue. The protesting stu-
dents again demanded the
dismissal of the varsity pro-
vice chancellor, Provost,
chief proctor and hostel
warden and said that they
would not withdraw its

announced to fully support
the victim's family and the
varsity students. A meeting
in this regard was
addressed by Alam Khan
Adenzai of the Peshawar
High Court Bar, Asadullah
of the Chakdara Bar and
Chairman Students’ Jirga
Maaz Khan.

JUI-F stand for integrity of
Maulana Darvish

country:

General Secretary Markazi
Tajiran organization and
the President of the
Mardan ~ Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry
Zahir Shah termed the
Tajer Dost scheme as a
scheme against traders and
said that through this
scheme, the FBR does not
want to trap the traders in
an unfair tax system. There
is an attempt to cheat in
the name of paying tax of
twelve hundred rupees
annually. We will not
allow a noose to be put
around the neck of the

nding (MoU) singed Syed Waliullah Shah  Rehman, former Amir Qari overnight but has a history | businessmen, we will take
between KGN Hospital Muhammad Aslam, former of sacrifices spanning over | all possible measures for
Bannu and PPM-ACD | NOWSHER: Jammiat General Secretary Mufti a century. He highlighted | the rights of the business-

Peshawar which was
graced by prominent
figures from the health-
care sector, on Friday.

Ulema-e-Islam Fazal (JUI-
F) provincial chief for
intra-party election
Maulana  Ahmad Ali

Hakim Ali  Haqqani,
Jammiat Business Forum
president Al Haj Pervaiz
Khattak, Qari Umar Ali, Dr.

the party's role in protect-
ing the country's freedom
and religious institutions,
citing the example of the

men, consultation with the
stakeholders is necessary
to increase the tax net,

He expressed these

(IG) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
police Akhtar Hayat Khan
inaugurated Command and
Control Center at Police Line
while district police officer
Buner Shah Hasan Khan
along with staff accompa-
nied him, on Friday.

IG visited the Yadgar e
Shuhda and decorated a
bouquet of flowers and
offered pray for their high
ranks in Jannat ul Firdous.
He planted a sapling in the
lawn of the police line

at the police line.

IGP Akhtar Hayat Khan
got briefed from district
police officer and in-charge
command and control cen-
ter on the communication
of the cameras installed at
the intersections across the
district with the command
and control center. He
talked to media on the com-
mand and control center
and also briefed media per-
sons about peace situation
in the province especially

some problems in some
new merged districts but
overall there is peace in the
province. He claimed the
popular Elum Ghar opening
for tourists itself a good
gesture of peace in the area.
He also confirmed that the
scenic and historical Elum
Ghar will be made a tourist
destination in near future as
providing black top roads
facilities from Buner and
Swat districts are in
progress.

Traditional Jashan-e-Kaag
festival begins in Haripur

F.P. Report

people participated in the
festival.In the Kaag festi-

the future and such activi-
ties will be strongly encour-

The Focal Person TB| Darvish urged the workers Gohar Ali, Pervaiz Ahmad previous government's | views while talking to the | HARIPUR: The traditional val, traditional sports aged. In his welcome
Control ~ Programme | to participate actively inthe Khan and others also attempts to sabotage reli- | media representatives. He | culture Festival"Jashan-e- including javelin, horse rid- address, RSO Hazara
Bannu Dr. Syed Faiz Ur | membership drive, ensur- addressed the gathering. He gious seminaries. said that he had expressed | Kaag", at village Kaag ing, stone picking, gymnas- Ahmad Zaman thanked the
Rehman, Hospital | ing transparency and fair- emphasized the party lead- He emphasized the need | reservations about the | Jatti, District Haripur, got tic, poetic  gathering, people and players taking
Director of KGN | ness. He said that the drive ers should work selflessly, to take the party's message | Trader Friend Scheme |[under way with national wrestling and Bulls Race part in different events of

Hospital Bannu Prof.
Dr. Muhammad Akram,
Dean of Bannu Medical
College, Dr. Naveed
Pervez TB MDR Site
Focal Person at KGN
Hospital Bannu, Dr.
Attaullah from KGN
Hospital, Dr. Akram
khan Naveed Director

aims to renew the member-
ship of old workers and
include new members in
the party, on Friday.

This  argued  while
addressing a press confer-
ence along with Qari
Akhtar Shed, Sheikh ul
Hadith Hafiz Saeed-ur-

following the footsteps of
the  party's  founders,
Sheikhul Hind and Mufti
Mahmood, and the current
leader, Maulana Fazalur
Rehman.

Maulana Ahmad Ali
Darvish said that JUI-F is
not a party formed

to every household and
invite people to join JUIL
He assured that the mem-
bership drive would be
conducted in a fair and
transparent manner, ensur-
ing the party's strength and
stability in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

even a month ago and
informed the other con-
cerned authorities includ-
ing Chairman FBR about
these reservations. He said
that we understand that the
tax net should be increased
but the blood of the exist-
ing tax payers should not
be squeezed, bureaucracy

and international Tent-peg-
ging enthusiastically partic-
ipating. Adviser to Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Sports
and Youth Affairs Syed
Fakhar Jihan inaugurated
the festival with hundreds
and thousands of spectators
turned up and enjoyed the

are part of the overall festi-
val. Cultural Festivity is the
main means of keeping our
traditions  alive, said
Advisor Fakhar Jahan. He
also announced construc-
tion of a volleyball court in
Haripur in the same village
wherein the youngsters
used to play.

the traditional festival. He
said like every year, Kaag
Festival in Jatti village is
the annual feature wherein
national and international
Tent-Pegging players are
taking part.

He thanked the Adviser
to the Chief Minister on
Sports and Youth Affairs

PPM-ACD Peshawar, ° goe always misleads the gov- | thrilling event. These festivals, he said, Syed Fakhre Jahan for
Dr. Faisal  Younis IPC t f t t ernments, fake and incor- Kaag Jatti is a place are very important to keep announcing construction of
Program Manager TB Cer l lca e course a rect data is brought out | organizing such a wonder- our identity alive in the aseparate land for the Kaag
MDR PPM-ACD which does not increase | ful Tent-pegging event world. Each part of the Festival and volleyball

Peshawar. The estab-
lishment of the TB

BKMC-MTI completed

the national income.
However, fraud and cor-

under the aegis Regional
Sports Officer Hazara with

province is a combination
of a strong culture with

court in the same Kaag Jatti
village.Ahmad Zaman also

MDR site at KGN ruption will definitely | horse riders from all across respect to its unique charac- appreciated Deputy
Hospital Bannu marks a F.P. Report vided both theoretical training. The course was | increase. This is a busi- | the country teristics, Syed Fakhar Jihan Commissioner ~ Haripur
pivotal advancement in knowledge and hands-on led by Dr. Shagufta | ness-killing scheme. We | participating.District Sports said. "We will try to pre- Muhammad Khan,
the fight against tuber- | SWABI: The second phase practice in IPC protocols. Hussain, Professor of | reject this scheme based | Officers Tauseef and Aqib serve our culture for future Assistant Commissioner
culosis in the region.| of a comprehensive one- Dr. Shahid Younus, Microbiology and WHO | on fraud, dishonesty and | and the whole staff engaged generations," he added. Hamza and thanked all the
This collaboration aims | month Infection Additional Director IPC  consultant, who | bias. Though through this | the players for this week- Syed Fakhar Jihan also district sports officers of
to improve the diagno- | Prevention and Control General (ADG) Health served as the master train- | FBR want to trap business- | long activities. observed horse riding and various districts of Hazara

sis, treatment, and man-
agement of TB MDR,
ultimately contributing
to better health out-

(IP&C) certificate course
for nurses concluded at
Bacha Khan Medical
Complex (BKMC-MTI).

Services KP, attended the
certificates  distribution
ceremony as a chief guest.
He congratulated all the

er. She was facilitated by
Dr. Asim, Microbiologist
from BKMC-MTI.

The course, which ran

men in an unfair tax sys-
tem. This is an attempt to
cheat the traders in the
name of paying tax of

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Syed Fakhar Jihan
appreciated RSO Haripur
and District Sports Officers

javelin competitions in the
fair and welcomed the
organization of this event
to highlight the local cul-

Region for their joint
efforts in the success of the
annual Kaag Festival.
Earlier, soon after arrival to

comes for affected pop- | This initiative aims to participants on complet- from May 13 to June 7, | twelve hundred rupees | Abbottabad, Haripur for ture. He also announced the festival, Malik Ijaz
ulations. Free-of-cost| address the spread of ing the one-month course 2024, aimed to equip | annually. their hard work.He also Rs. 50,000 for first posi- Khan presented traditional
treatment to TB MDR | infectious diseases and and emphasized the nurses with the knowl- If a trader has a high | announced construction of tion, Rs. 30,000 and Rs. turbans to the guests, fol-
patients. The total cost| standardize IPC practices importance of implement- edge, skills, and best|income, then that trader is | the ground for the said fes- 20,000 for the second and lowed by recitation from
to treat a single| across healthcare facilities ing the WHO training in practices necessary to | ready to pay more tax, we | tival. third place players, while Holy Quran by hafiz Aqib
TBMDR patient is| in District Swabi. their respective healthcare effectively prevent and | want tax to be levied on Member Provincial in the double team event, Khan, and  National
approximately  Eight A total of 21 nurses institutions. control the spread of|income, if the system is | Assembly Adil Khan, DG Rs. 100,000 for the first Anthem. There was a

Hundred Thousand (8
lakh). The ceremony
concluded with the for-
mal signing of the
MOU, symbolizing the
commitment of both
parties to work together
towards a tuberculosis-
free future. We appreci-
ate and extend our
heartfelt thanks to both
parties the KGN MTI
Management and PPM-

participated in the train-
ing, including 3 from
DHQ Swabi, 2 each from
THQ Topi and THQ Chota
Lahor, and 14 from
BKMC. The course pro-

Dr. Babar Alam from
WHO, Dean/CEOQ,
GKMC/BKMC, and HD
BKMC, also spoke at the
event and highlighted the
critical importance of IPC

infectious diseases within
healthcare facilities. At
the end of the event,
course completion certifi-
cates were awarded to all
participants.

not established and under
this scheme FBR comes to
the markets and starts
actions against the traders,
we know how to protect
our traders.

Sports Abdul Nasir, Deputy
Commissioner  Haripur
Muhammad Khan, and
Director Sports Merged
Areas Raziullah Khan
Betni, other officials and

place team, 60,000 for the
second place team and
30,000 for the third place
team.

He said that such festi-
vals will be organized in

release of pigeons, bal-
loons, followed by fire-
works when announcing
the start of the Kaag
Festival-2024 by the chief
guest.

World Ocean Day 2024: Awakening depts

Gul Hameed

perous future for ourselves.
As human population is now

any given day constitute mod-
ern day globalization. While

day and about 1 to 2 million
tons of plastics enter our oceans

ing sharks are now dead.
Estimates show that without

Development Goals (SDGs)
Blue Economy emphasizes sus-

ACD for their commit- N 8th June 2024, the 8.2 billion, the need for they transport commodities annually. It is pertinent to men- sustainable fishing practices, tainable use of oceanic
ment to providing the world celebrates the resources has also accelerated. from one corner of the world to tion here that plastics are not we may lose all the fish in the resources. Some of blue econo-
necessary resources and World Ocean Day With advancement in technolo- another, this staggering bio- degradable material which future. my initiatives include mari-

support for the success-
ful operation of the TB
MDR site.

5 cattle markets

established
F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: District
Administration has
setup five sales points
for buying and selling
of sacrificial animals in
the district while district
administration,
Municipal Committees,
livestock, District
Council, health, Rescue
1122 and other depart-
ment were made neces-
sary arrangements for
providing basic facili-
ties to visitors of sales

under the theme of '"Awake-
ning New Depths'" which
makes it imperative for us to
consider the significance of
our oceans in supporting life
on earth. It invites us to
broaden our understanding of
our life-sustaining oceans and
calls for urgent and transfor-
mative actions for preserva-
tion of oceans and critically
important ecosystems.

It is to be remembered that
oceans and life on earth are
inseparably tied together with
one affecting the other. Half of
oxygen in our atmosphere and
protein for billions of people
come from our oceans. Besides,
maritime commerce rivets the
world together providing jobs
to millions of people worldwide
and opportunities to transport
commodities to every corner of

gy, we have become more effi-
cient in extracting resources to
cater for our increasing needs.

There is, however, an inverse
relation  between  human
progress and environment
Rapid exploitation of oceanic
resources has led to marine pol-
lution, overconsumption, habi-
tat destruction and species loss.
In the quest to cater for food
and commodities for more than
8 billion people, humanity now
faces three grave challenges:
marine pollution, resource
depletion and the critical need
to diversify ocean economy
through promotion of blue
economy initiatives. Without
taking tangible measures to
address these issues, situation
seems to be strained, rather
hopeless.

As of marine pollution, once

seaborne activity also has a
downside to it in the form of
harmful emissions, ship gener-
ated waste and oil spills in the
year 2022 alone, globally 858
million tons of CO2 emissions
were recorded from shipping
sector Oil spills merit special
mention here as these cause
harm not only to ocean health
itself, but also result in enor-
mous loss of ocean life includ-
ing seabirds etc.

The famous Deepwater
Horizon accident in 2010
spilled about 205.8 million gal-
lons of oil as well as 225,000
tons of methane gas into the
Gulf of Mexico. Investigations
estimated that this enormous oil
spill resulted in killing of about
82000 birds of different species,
25900 marine mammals over
6000 turtles and an alarming

means that they can survive up
to a thousand years before
nature can decompose them.
This menace results in killing of
fish, turtles and other small and
large aquatic species including
birds and mammals.

Other sources of marine pol-
lution include discharge of
industrial and domestic waste
into the seas. Chemical pollu-
tants from industries and
sewage from homes enter into
the sea and cause harm to sea
water as well as to marine bio-
diversity and environment.
Many may find it surprising to
know that there is a garbage
island in the Pacific Ocean
speaking volumes about our
unjust treatment of mother
nature.

Overconsumption of aquatic
resources, largely in the form of

Climate Change, similarly is
another sword of Damocles
hanging above our heads.
Climate change is leading to
rising sea levels, changes in
water chemistry and weather
patterns. These shifts in envi-
ronment due to climate change
have profound implications for
our oceans. There is a dire need
to minimize harmful anthro-
pogenic activities including car-
bon emission and excessive use
of fossil fuels in order to mini-
mize global carbon imprint.

All this comes down very
heavily on our oceans. These
new limes demand new meas-
ures to safeguard our future.
Survival necessitates sustain-
ability and restraint and we still
have a choice. In order to
address the problems men-
tioned above, there is a need to

culutre, aqua-culture and envi-
ronment friendly shipping,
shipbuilding and shipbreaking
practices.

There are many international
protocols to prevent harm to
environment and world oceans.
We may say that they have made
a substantial impact too, howev-
er, to reverse the damage done,
more efforts are needed to save
the world from an imminent
catastrophe. COP26 and COP28
have concluded that still the state
of political will across the world
is lacking to do enough to mini-
mize harm to our oceans and
adopt sustainable practices for
preservation of our environment.

As the world celebrates
World Ocean Day-24, let us try
our best to awaken new depths
of oceans for a diversified and
sustainable maritime economy;

points. Deputy | the world, However, overpopu- again, mounting pressure for number of fish. illegal fishing and overfishing strike a sound balance between however, it first requires to
Commissioner Sundas | lation and unsustainable prac- resource exploration as well as Speaking further of marine using harmful fishing gear is consumption and resource awaken new depths of under-
Irshad warned the peo- | tices have wreaked havoc and mindless consumerism have pollution, dumping of plastics another big concern of our replenishment, we need to standing and commitment in

ple that animal traders
will not be allowed to
carry sacrificial animals
in the city.

J
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oceans are under a critical
threat from harmful human
activities. If we failed to restore
our practices to sustainability,
we cannot hope for any pros-

pushed us to the verge of a dan-
gerous precipice. Nearly 55000
cargo ships, about four thou-
sand ports worldwide and over
1.5 million seafarers active on

into the oceans has also been a
mounting concern for ocean
ecosystems and biodiversity.
About eight million pieces of
plastics enter our oceans every

times. Again it might be a sur-
prise for many that nearly 80
percent of world fisheries have
already been fully exploited and
90 percent of large fish includ-

diversify maritime economy
through promotion of blue
economy to feed 8.2 billion
people on earth. Derived from
UN's 14 Sustainable

ourselves. By taking remedial
actions on time, we can save
our future generations from
having to look back on us with
disapproval and dissent.
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US weapons parts
used in Israeli attack
on Gaza school

GAZA: Among the rubble
of the United Nations-run
al-Sardi school in central
Gaza's Nuseirat refugee
camp were the remnants of
the weapons that killed at
least 40 Palestinians. The
Israeli attack gave the dis-
placed people sheltering in
the school no prior warn-
ing. Fourteen children were
killed, as well as nine
women and at least 74
other people were wound-
ed.

The weapons used to
carry out the attack -
according to an Al Jazeera
analysis of the fragments
left behind - were US-
made. An inertial measure-
ment unit from the missile,
used to aid with precision
targeting, was manufac-
tured by Honeywell, an
American conglomerate
that specialises in the
design and delivery of sen-
sors and guidance devices
that are used in a variety of
military weapons.

Al Jazeera's Sanad veri-
fication unit discovered
that one of the fragments
found in Nuseirat bore the
manufacturer and category
number HG1930BA06,
tracing it back to
Honeywell. HG1930 refers
to the specific sensor man-
ufactured by the company.
The same part was found
after the Israeli bombing of
a Palestinian home in
Shujayea, Gaza in 2014.
The two pieces, in the most
recent and the 2014 bomb-
ing, have the same manu-
facturer  part number
inscribed on them. "We see
also other numbers like the
MFR, HG 1930 and then
BA 06.

This is the manufacturer
part number that provides
more specific details about
the component of the mis-
siles," Elijah Magnier, an
independent military and
political analyst, told Al
Jazeera. "Now, if you look
at the manufacturer identi-
fication ... it is a format

used by the aerospace and
defence sector in the
United States connected to
Honeywell."

"Honeywell is known
for the supply of IMU in
the various military appli-
cations, and particularly
the guided missiles that it
has been providing to the
Israeli Air Force since the
year 2000." Al Jazeera has
reached out to Honeywell
for comment, but has yet to
receive a response. Israeli
attacks on UN spaces have
become commonplace dur-
ing Israel's war on Gaza,
which has now killed more
than 36,000 Palestinians.

The United States has
been criticised for its role
in supporting Israel, and
particularly its continued
supply of weapons. Major
rights groups have repeat-
edly accused Israel of vio-
lating international law,
and Israel is currently fac-
ing a genocide case at the

International Court of
Justice.

The International
Criminal Court's chief

prosecutor has also sought
arrest warrants for Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant for
their actions in Gaza. In
May, a US government
report found possible
Israeli violations of inter-
national law in Gaza, but
stopped short of identify-
ing the violations that
would end its continuing
military aid. US President
Joe Biden has threatened to
stop the supply of some
offensive weapons to Israel
if it continues its Rafah
operation, but has not car-
ried out the threat, despite
Israel pressing on in the
area, which lies in southern
Gaza. Central Gaza has
most recently come under
severe Israeli bombard-
ment, which Palestinians
have described as similar
to the early days of the war.

The attack on al-Sardi

school in Nuseirat is part of
that assault. "The bom-
bardment came from here,"
said Naim al-Dadah, a sur-
vivor of the attack. "We
were sleeping. The flying
metal reached the roof on
the other side and all these
nets landed over there, on
the other side. What hap-
pened to us is beyond any-
one's imagination." Other
witnesses say the attack
tore people to pieces.
Survivors collected body
parts, including those of
many children, until the
early hours of the morning.
Weapon debris was scat-
tered throughout shattered
rooms and the blood-
stained mattresses.
Multiple rooms were tar-
geted, though the build-
ing's structure remained
intact. Israel's Arabic lan-
guage spokesperson
Avichay Adraee, claimed
the UN school was targeted
because it housed a Hamas
command post and fighters
involved in the Palestinian
group's October 7 attack on
Israel, which killed 1,139
people. He also claimed
Israel took several steps to
minimise the possibility of
civilian casualties. The
director of Hamas's gov-
ernment media office,
Ismail al-Thawabta, reject-
ed Israel's claims.

In April, the media out-
let +972 Magazine report-
ed that Israel uses an artifi-
cial intelligence-targeting
system called Lavender in
its Gaza-bombing cam-
paign. The report quoted
Israeli military officials
who said that the system
generates targets to kill.
For low-level Hamas tar-
gets, the report said, the
army was permitted to kill
15 to 20 civilians. An
attack on a more senior
Hamas official with the
rank of battalion or brigade
commander was used to
justify the killing of more
than 100 civilians.
Aljazeera

S Africa’s ANC will seek to
form govt of national unity

JOHANNESBURG
(Reuters): South Africa's
African National Congress
will invite other political
parties to form a national
unity  government, its
leader President Cyril
Ramaphosa said, after it
lost its majority for the first
time in the democratic era.

The former liberation
movement once led by
Nelson Mandela has run
South Africa since it swept
to power in a 1994 election
that marked the end of
white minority rule. But it
was punished for its che-
quered record in last
week's vote. After a day-

long meeting of the party's
National Executive
Committee in

Johannesburg, Ramaphosa
said the ANC had decided
that a broad collaboration
with other political forces
was "the best option to
move our country for-
ward."

"Political parties should
come together to forge a
common future for our
country,” he told a news
briefing. "We must act with
speed to safeguard national
unity, peace, stability,
inclusive economic growth,
non-racialism and non-sex-
ism." Despite its worst ever
showing in the May 29
vote, the ANC remains the
country's largest party and
will control 159 of the 400
seats in the new National
Assembly. The election
outcome has created a com-
plex situation for
Ramaphosa and his party.

The ANC's nearest rivals
are the pro-business, white-
led Democratic Alliance
(DA), with 87 seats; the
populist uMkhonto we
Sizwe (MK) led by former
President Jacob Zuma, with
58; and the hard-left
Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF) with 39.
"We will not preclude the
possibility of working with
any party so long as it is in
the  public interest,"
Ramaphosa said. He added
that the ANC had already
held constructive discus-
sions with the EFF, DA, the
smaller Inkatha Freedom
Party, National Freedom
Party and Patriotic
Alliance. MK confirmed in
a statement that it had been
in contact with the ANC
and a meeting was expected
soon. Africa's most devel-
oped economy has been in
decline for the past decade,
with sluggish growth, high
levels of poverty and unem-
ployment, crumbling infra-
structure and political cor-
ruption. "The purpose of a
government of national
unity must be first and fore-
most to tackle the pressing
issues that South Africans
want to be addressed,"
Ramaphosa said. The new
parliament has to convene
within two weeks of
Sunday's results declaration
and one of its first acts must
be to elect the president.
The constitutional deadline,
which will fall on or near
June 16, is putting pressure
on the ANC and others to
reach an agreement quick-

ly. The DA, for its part, sig-
nalled it did not want to
join a government that also
included MK or the EFF.
Any deal with the DA
would be welcomed by
financial ~markets  but
unpopular with many ANC
supporters who regard it as
the party of South Africa's
wealthy white minority. A
group of anti-DA protesters
stood outside the hotel
where the NEC meeting
was taking place, holding
placards reading "The DA
wants to destroy the ANC"
and "Not in our names".
On the other hand, a deal
with the EFF or MK, which

advocate nationalising
mines and seizing land
without compensation,

would be more popular
with some in the ANC base
but risks tanking the econo-
my, analysts say. Both the
EFF and MK are led by for-
mer ANC figures who are
at odds with the current
leadership. Zuma in partic-
ular openly loathes
Ramaphosa, and his party
said after the election that it
would not work with "the
ANC of Ramaphosa". The
ANC said it would not talk
to anyone who demanded
Ramaphosa's resignation as
a condition of joining an
alliance. Zuma was forced
to quit as president in 2018
after a series of corruption
scandals. He was jailed for
contempt of court after
refusing to participate in an
inquiry into corruption, a
decision that barred him for
running for parliament.

Around 80 migrants
rescued in English Channel

LONDON (AP): Around 80
migrants were rescued at sea
by British authorities after a
small boat got into difficulty
while crossing the English
Channel from France. The
coastguard confirmed that it
scrambled two helicopters
after the incident while the
Royal National Lifeboat
Institution dispatched
lifeboats.

"The search has now
concluded with all people
accounted for and back on
land," a spokesperson for
the coastguard said. The
issue of how to stop
migrants making the dan-
gerous crossing across the

Channel is one of the main
issues during Britain's gen-
eral election campaign.
Though the Conservative

government has talked
tough on limiting the
migrants, the numbers

making the crossing are ris-
ing. The Home Office said
34 people made the journey
in one boat, taking the pro-
visional total number of
crossings for the year so far
to 10,779. This is up 42%
on the number recorded this
time last year and 8% high-
er than at the same point in
2022. Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak pledged to "stop the
boats" when he took the top

job in Oct. 2022 and is pro-
moting his contentious deal
to send people who arrive
in small boats on a one-way
trip to Rwanda. Sunak says
the Rwanda plan will act as
a deterrent and has indicat-
ed the deportation flights
would begin in July - after
the election on July 4.

Keir Starmer, leader of
the main opposition Labour
Party, has said he will scrap
the scheme, describing it as
a gimmick, if he becomes
prime minister. Opinion
polls show Labour way
ahead of the Conservatives
at the moment, with four
weeks to go to polling day.

Fire at camp
in Congo
leaves dozens
of families
without shelter

GOMA, Congo (AP): A
fire at a displacement camp
in eastern Congo destroyed
around 50 makeshift tents,
leaving dozens of families
without shelter, according
to the United Nations,
which said the fire is
believed to have started
during cooking at a camp.

The Muganga displaced
people camp near the
provincial capital Goma
was hit by fire. It had
already endured bomb
attacks in early May, which
killed at least 18 people and
injured 32 others, a UN
spokesman said. It wasn't
clear what type of explo-
sives were used in those
attacks. Most of the victims
were women and children.
"While I was trying to
empty the house of my
valuables, I couldn't save
my most precious items:
my tokens to receive vari-
ous humanitarian assis-
tance," Anne Marie
Nikuze, 60, a displaced
person living in the camp
with her children and
grandchildren told The
Associated Press. "The lit-
tle we had has also gone up
in flames," she said.

"We escaped the recent
bomb attacks and now, it's
the fire that has struck us,"
Furaha Mulema Mariam,
42, a mother of four, said.
"The only luck is that it
happened during the day, if
it had been at night we
would all be dead." The
decades-long conflict in
eastern Congo has pro-
duced one of the world's
worst humanitarian crises,
with over 100 armed
groups fighting in the
region, most for land and
control of mines with valu-
able minerals. Some are
fighting to try to protect
their communities. Many
groups are accused of car-
rying out mass Kkillings,
rapes and other human
rights violations. The vio-
lence has displaced about 7
million people, including
thousands living in tempo-
rary camps like the one that
was attacked last month.
Many others are beyond the
reach of aid.

Russia holds
Frenchman
accused of
military spying

MOSCOW (BBC): Moscow
says it has detained a French
citizen accused of gathering
information about Russia's
military activities and failing
to register as a "foreign
agent". "Such information, if
obtained by foreign sources,
may be used against the
security of the state," said
Russia's Investigative
Committee (SK).

It also posted footage pur-
portedly showing the arrest
of the unnamed male suspect
in a Moscow cafe. French
President Emmanuel
Macron said the man was
not working for France. A
Switzerland-based NGO
later said its adviser Laurent
Vinatier was held in the
Russian capital.

"We are aware that
Laurent Vinatier, an adviser
at the Centre for
Humanitarian Dialogue
(HD), has been detained in
Russia," a spokesman for the
non-government organisa-
tion told the AFP news
agency. "We are working to
get more details of the cir-
cumstances and to secure
Laurent's release," he added.
The NGO states its main
activity is "to prevent and
resolve armed conflicts
around the world through
mediation and discreet diplo-
macy".

President Macron said the
detained man was "in no
way someone who was
working  for  France".
Relations between Paris and
Moscow are strained over
Russia's full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in 2022. In a
statement, the SK said a
criminal case had been
opened, and the suspect
would be charged in the
"nearest  future".  The
Frenchman, it said, had
repeatedly visited Russia for
several years, holding meet-
ings with Russian nationals.

The 19-second video
released by the SK shows a
man, whose face is blurred,
being detained by Russian
law enforcement officers,
before being led away to an
SK van. The Frenchman is
also accused of failing to
submit documents needed
for "inclusion in the register
of foreign agents". Russia
requires anyone who gets
foreign support or is under
influence from abroad to
declare themselves such an
agent.
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PARIS: France’s President Emmanuel Macron presenting an award to British World War I1 veteran,
Christian Lamb, who helped to plan the D-Day landings.

US seeks to block Houthi revenues
in possible threat to Yemen truce

WASHINGTON: The United States
and its allies are increasingly seeking
to block funds from reaching Yemen's
Houthi group, a push that could jea-
pordise United Nations-led efforts to
end the civil war in the country,
Bloomberg News has reported.

According to the report published,
Washington is looking to block major
parts of a UN peace plan that the war-
ring parties in Yemen adopted in
December unless the Houthis cease
their attacks on international shipping
lanes. That includes $1.5bn to be paid
by Saudi Arabia to civil servants in
Houthi-controlled areas, as per the
UN roadmap, Bloomberg reported,
citing an unidentified source.

An anonymous State Department
official told Bloomberg that agree-
ments tied to the UN plan can only
proceed if the Houthis stop their
attacks, while adding that the US still
in Yemen.
Houthis have been attacking ships in
the Red Sea and firing missiles and
drones at Israeli targets in a show of
support for Palestinians in Gaza,
drawing anger from US President Joe
Biden's administration. The US and
its allies have been bombing Houthi
targets in Yemen since January, but
the military campaign has
deterred Houthi attacks. The Houthis
pledged to continue targeting Israel-
linked ships as long as the war on
Gaza, which has killed at least 36,654
Palestinians, goes on. Most recently,
the group said it targeted two vessels

supports peace

at Israel's Haifa port.

The

not

In March 2015, a Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition launched what would
become a years-long offensive in sup-
port of Yemen's internationally recog-
nised government against the Iran-
allied Houthis who had taken over the
Yemeni capital, Sanaa. The fighting,
which set off a major humanitarian
crisis, turned into a protracted con-
flict, with the Houthis staying in con-
trol in Sanaa and other major popula-
tion centres, and the Saudi-backed
government remaining in the south-
ern city of Aden. The warring parties
in April 2022 agreed to a ceasefire,
which expired in October of that year.
But the fighting has largely been
paused amid diplomatic efforts to
find a lasting resolution to the con-
flict. The December UN roadmap
included the "implementation of a
nationwide ceasefire, payment of
public sector salaries, resuming oil
exports, opening of roads in Taiz and
other parts of Yemen" and the easing
of remaining restrictions on Sanaa
Airport and Hodeidah Port.

Still, tensions between the Houthis
and the internationally recognised gov-
ernment have remained high, especial-
ly over economic issues. The US push
to squeeze the Houthis' finances risks
exacerbating them further. In January,
the Biden administration designated
the Houthis as "global terrorists" over
their Red Sea attacks, a move that
enabled sweeping financial sanctions
against the group. According to
Bloomberg's report, the latest US effort
comes as the Central Bank of Yemen,

which remains under the Saudi-backed
government's control, moved to sus-
pend operations at banks in Houthi-
controlled areas, including Sanaa. The
central bank's governor cited a failure
to comply with orders for all financial
institutions to move their headquarters
to Aden.

The action is expected to stifle
Houthi access to foreign currency and
dry up the liquidity of the group. It was
done with the support of the US and
Western allies, Bloomberg reported,
citing four people with direct knowl-
edge of the situation. Houthi leader
Abdul Malik al-Houthi had called the
move against Sanaa-based banks an
"American effort for the benefit of
Israel", adding that the US is trying to
drag Saudi Arabia into that initiative.
"It's a dangerous game - a game of
adding fuel to the fire," Al-Houthi said
last month. The office of the UN's spe-
cial office to Yemen, led by Hans
Grundberg, has repeatedly said the
Houthi Red Sea attacks and "related
international military responses in
Yemen" threaten the fragile truce in
Yemen. After years of war, Yemen con-
tinues to face one of the world's worst
humanitarian crises, according to the
UN, with more than 18 million people
in need of aid and more than 17 million
food insecure. About 4.5 million peo-
ple in the country remain displaced.
Meanwhile, stop-start payments of
public sector salaries have hastened the
collapse of healthcare, sanitation,
water and education services, accord-
ing to the UN. — Aljazeera

Russian strikes and filthy water:
A year after Ukraine dam blast

KYIV (AFP): Standing in
what remains of her house,
partially destroyed by a
Russian artillery strike,
Raisa Abramtseva painted a
bleak picture of her daily
life in southern Ukraine's
Kherson region. "Nowhere
to live, no water," she said,
summarising the day-to-day
in  her village of
Novovorontsovka, which
faces regular Russian bom-
bardments and is still suffer-
ing from the fallout of the
destruction of the Kakhovka
dam one year ago. In the
early hours of 6 June 2023,
the massive Soviet-era dam
was blown up, pouring bil-
lions of litres of water
downstream and flooding
dozens of villages on the
banks of the vast Dnipro
river. Kyiv said Russia,
whose troops controlled the
dam at the time, blew it up
to thwart a Ukrainian count-
er-offensive. Moscow
blamed Ukraine.

Dozens were killed in the
floods that followed the
blast, which has also caused
vast and likely permanent
environmental damage to
southern Ukraine.
Novovorontsovka, which
lies upstream from the dam
on the banks of the
Kakhovka reservoir, faces
the opposite problem to set-
tlements downstream: a lack

of previously plentiful
water. Reservoir levels
dropped by almost 20
metres, said Sergiy Pylyp-
enko, head of the municipal
company responsible for
water supplies.

The systems they once
used to collect water no
longer work. "And then
there are the hostilities,
which completely destroyed
one of our pumping sta-
tions," he added. Carrying
out repair work on the
shores of the reservoir -- a
natural front line between
Ukrainian forces on the
western bank and Russians
entrenched on the east -- is
too dangerous. "The crew
and the equipment involved
will not live long,"
Pylypenko said.

Abramtseva, 68, is just
one of the hundreds of thou-
sands of people that the
environment ministry esti-
mated last year had fully or
partially lost access to clean
drinking water, in what the
ministry has called "a direct
danger to their lives and
health." Leaning on a walk-
ing stick and followed by a
grey kitten, Abramtseva said
she had been determined to
come back to the village
despite the challenges. She
had left after the Russian
strike on her house in 2022
but soon returned, and now

lives in a nearby building
that was renovated on her
shoestring budget and lacks
a proper ceiling. Even
though her new home
resembles a "shed," she said
she had felt compelled to
return.

"I wanted to go home,"
she told AFP. Getting clean

drinking water to
Abramtseva and others is no
small feat. A lorry

despatched by the authori-
ties snakes around the vil-
lage, offering people to fill
up their water tanks for a
fee. The driver must avoid
being targeted by Russian
drones that often lurk over-
head, ready to drop
grenades and explosives at
any moment. Downstream
of the dam, problems
remain in the Korabel dis-
trict of Kherson, an island to
the south of the city that was
completely flooded. The
waters have receded but the
impact can be seen whenev-
er taps are turned on. "The
water is brown," said
Natalia Biryuk, 67.

Power cuts are also fre-
quent -- the result of two
years of Russian attacks on
Ukrainian energy facilities.
"Sometimes there is light,
sometimes not," she added.
"There is nothing good here.
And they shoot (at us)
everyday." Some on the

island -- just six kilometres
(4 miles) from Russian
troops -- tried to put on a
brave face. "Our neighbour-
hood is still alive," local res-
ident Valery Biryukov, 67,
told AFP. "But the people
aren't here  anymore.
They've all left," he conced-
ed. Silence hung in the air
on the streets of Korabel.
The few who ventured out-
side were mostly elderly
pensioners. Most of the
area's pre-war residents
have left. Lyudmila
Batovrina, a 63-year-old
wearing a t-shirt with a
shiny Louis Vuitton logo,
says only seven of the 40
apartments in her building
are occupied. Next to a
bomb shelter, a handful of
street vendors were selling
strawberries and home-
made yoghurts and cheese.
It is one of the last remain-
ing options for shopping.
There are no banks, schools
and hardly any doctors, res-
idents said. "They come out
here to buy something and
then run home," said
Lyudmila Kyrzhnyr, a 55-
year old vegetable seller.
After the floods she had to
throw everything out of her
ground-floor  apartment.
Some 12 months later, it still
smells of mould, she said.
The water from the taps also
"stinks."

UN calls on Belarus to investigate
death of politicial prisoners

TALLINN (AP): United
Nations special representa-
tives on human rights have
called on Belarusian
authorities to investigate
the torture and deaths of
political prisoners. A report
produced by the UN special
rapporteur for Belarus says
five people who have died
in custody in Belarus were
convicted on politically
motivated charges.

The report noted that
none of the deceased under-
went an autopsy and said
that the fact the prisoners
died while in jail "creates a
presumption of arbitrary

deprivation of life by State
authorities." It called on
Belarusian authorities to
launch "prompt, effective,
impartial and transparent
investigations into  all
deaths in custody." The UN
human rights advocates
said they were particularly
concerned about several
Belarusian opposition
politicians, lawyers and
activists who are currently
in prison and whose where-
abouts have not been
known for more than a
year. According to the
Viasna human rights center,
there are currently 1,401

political prisoners behind
bars in the country, includ-
ing Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate Ales Bialiatski.

The UN report criticized
conditions in Belarusian
jails and said prisoners are
subjected to "torture and
other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or pun-
ishment in places of deten-
tion." Political prisoners are
particularly singled out, the
report said, as they are
reportedly made to wear a
special yellow mark, are
often placed in solitary con-
finement and are deprived
of communication with the

outside world. President
Alexander Lukashenko led
a harsh crackdown against
his critics in 2020 when he
declared himself the winner
of an election widely dis-
missed by the Belarusian
opposition and the West as
fraudulent. The UN report
said authorities in Belarus
have carried out a "targeted
eradication" of civil society
in Belarus since
Lukashenko's disputed
election. "The human rights
situation in Belarus remains
extremely preoccupying"
and requires sustained
attention, the report said.
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Doors opening
for Taliban

IN a significant development, the United

Nations Security Council has temporarily

lifted the travel ban on four high-ranking
officials of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.
This exemption, specifically granted for travel
to Saudi Arabia, allows these officials to per-
form Hajj. Among those who have been grant-
ed this leeway are the Deputy Prime Minister
for Political Affairs, the acting Minister of
Interior, the Director-General of Intelligence,
and the acting Minister of Hajj and Religious
Affairs. This move, seemingly benign on the
surface, holds deeper geopolitical implications,
suggesting a shift in international attitudes
towards the Taliban.

The exemption approved by the UN Security
Council Committee on June 5, 2024, under resolu-
tion 1988 (2011), includes Abdul Kabir Mohammad
Jan, Abdul-Haq Wassiq, Noor Mohammad Saqib,
and Sirajuddin Jallaloudine Haqqgani. The stated
purpose of their travel is to perform the religious
pilgrimage, Hajj. This action, however, cannot be
viewed in isolation but rather as a piece of a broad-
er strategy that seems to be unfolding with the tacit
approval of the United States.

This decision follows previous instances where
the US State Department advised that sanctioned
members of the Islamic Emirate could travel if
granted exemptions by the United Nations. The
strategic importance of this stance is hard to miss. It
implies a subtle but definitive shift in the US
approach towards the Taliban, hinting at an underly-
ing agenda that involves bringing the Taliban closer
to the US, possibly to leverage them in future
geopolitical maneuvers.

America's evolving stance towards the Taliban
suggests a calculated move to stabilize relations
with the group. This relationship, built on a com-
plex web of interests, could potentially be aimed
at using the Taliban to counterbalance or exert
pressure on other regional powers. By fostering a
working relationship with the Taliban, the US
might be looking to create a new axis of influence
in the region, which could be instrumental in its
broader strategic objectives.

Pakistan, sharing a border with Afghanistan,
must keenly observe these developments. The
Taliban's rise to power and their increasing legit-
imacy on the international stage could have sig-
nificant implications for regional security and
political dynamics. It is imperative for Pakistan to
engage with the Taliban-led government in a bal-
anced and pragmatic manner, ensuring that its
own national interests are safeguarded while con-
tributing to regional stability.

Adding an intriguing layer to this narrative, a
few months ago, a journalist from Voice of
America's Afghan news service, Ashna, posed a
question to the US State Department spokesperson
about the possibility of transferring helicopters
stationed in Uzbekistan to Afghanistan. This
query, from a US government-funded entity, indi-
rectly suggested that these military assets should
be handed over to the Taliban. Such interactions
indicate a broader, more complex engagement
strategy that the US might be employing, aimed at
empowering the Taliban in a controlled manner.

The lifting of travel bans and the potential trans-
fer of military assets are clear indicators that the
Taliban are gaining strength and legitimacy, particu-
larly under the Biden administration. This empow-
erment is not just a consequence of the Taliban's
internal consolidation but also a result of external
facilitation. The Biden administration's policies
appear to be paving the way for the Taliban to
emerge as a significant player in the region.

It is essential to recognize that the UN Security
Council's exemptions are not merely bureaucratic
formalities but part of a broader geopolitical chess
game. The sanctioned interim government officials,
though ostensibly traveling for religious purposes,
are being subtly integrated into the global political
framework. This gradual normalization and accept-
ance could have far-reaching consequences, particu-
larly for neighboring countries like Pakistan, which
must navigate this evolving landscape with caution
and strategic foresight.

Military experts argue that the negative effects of
sanctions are felt more by the populace of
Afghanistan than by the officials themselves. The
ultimate goal of these sanctions, they assert, is to
leverage political power and strategic interests. The
recent exemptions could be seen as an attempt to
engage the Taliban in a dialogue that aligns with
broader geopolitical interests.

As the Taliban continue to gain international
legitimacy, it is clear that their ascendance is being
facilitated, if not directly supported, by key interna-
tional players, including the United States. The
implications of this support are profound. It sug-
gests a recalibration of US foreign policy in the
region, potentially aimed at creating a counter-
weight to other powers and stabilizing Afghanistan
through a regime that it can influence and engage
with more effectively.

In conclusion, the Taliban are indeed becoming
stronger, and this strengthening is taking place
under the Biden administration. This development is
not merely a result of the Taliban's internal dynam-
ics but is significantly influenced by external geopo-
litical strategies. As the doors open for the Taliban,
regional actors, particularly Pakistan, must remain
vigilant and strategically astute, balancing their
engagements to ensure national and regional stabil-
ity. The future landscape of South Asia could be
profoundly shaped by these emerging dynamics,
with the Taliban playing a central role under the
evolving international order.
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Beijing an

d Islamabad

building a community with
a shared future

HE ongoing five-
day visit of
Pakistani  Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
to China from Tuesday
marks a  significant
moment in the longstand-
ing and robust partner-
ship between the two
countries. This visit, the
first by Sharif since the
new Pakistani govern-
ment took office, under-
scores the deep-rooted
ties and strategic coopera-
tion that characterize the
relationship between the
two neighbors.

The concept of a com-
munity with a shared future
for mankind, championed
by China, finds a tangible
embodiment in its relation-
ship with Pakistan, reflect-
ing a partnership built on
mutual respect, strategic
alignment, and shared aspi-
rations for regional and
global peace and prosperi-
ty.
Given the significance of
Sharif's visit, it is important
to consider the historical
context and the strategic
depth of China-Pakistan
relations. Over the years,
Sino-Pakistani  relations
have evolved into an "all-
weather strategic coopera-
tive partnership", a term
that aptly captures the
essence of their ties.
Whether in times of peace
or crisis, China and
Pakistan have stood by
each other, demonstrating
mutual support and cooper-
ation. Sharif's visit there-
fore is expected to further
consolidate this partner-
ship, with both sides poised
to discuss a range of issues
crucial to bilateral relations
as well as regional stability.

One of the key aspects of
Sharif’s visit is the discus-
sion on the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, a flag-
ship project of the Belt and
Road Initiative. Launched
in 2013, the CPEC has been
instrumental in transform-
ing Pakistan's economic
landscape. It has led to sig-
nificant infrastructure
development, including the
construction and develop-
ment of roads, highways,
power plants and ports,
which are aimed at address-
ing Pakistan's critical ener-
gy shortage and improving
connectivity.

During the visit, both
sides are likely to explore
ways to further upgrade and
expand CPEC, ensuring
that it continues to con-

Muhammad Asif Noor

tribute to Pakistan's eco-
nomic growth, industrial-
ization and sustainable
development.

In addition to infrastruc-
ture, the focus will also be

highlighted the importance
of enhanced security meas-
ures to protect both Chinese
and Pakistani citizens
involved in CPEC projects.

Both countries are com-

on enhancing cooperation
in other key areas such as
industry, agriculture, new
energy and information and
communications technolo-
gy. China's commitment to
sharing its technological
advancements and expert-

mitted to deepening coop-
eration in the fight against
terrorism, ensuring that
such incidents do not derail
their collaborative efforts.
China's unwavering sup-
port for Pakistan's fight
against terrorism and its

ise with Pakistan is a testa-
ment to the collaborative

efforts to maintain regional
stability are indicative of

The recent terrorist attacks target-
ing Chinese nationals in Pakistan
have highlighted the importance of
enhanced security measures to pro-
tect both Chinese and Pakistani citi-
zens involved in CPEC projects. Both
countries are committed to deepening
cooperation in the fight against ter-
rorism, ensuring that such incidents
do not derail their collaborative
efforts. China's unwavering support
for Pakistan's fight against terror-
ism and its efforts to maintain
regional stability are indicative of
the strong trust and strategic align-
ment between the two countries.
Sharif's visit to China comes at a
time when regional and global
dynamics are rapidly evolving. The
geopolitical landscape in South Asia
is marked by complexities and chal-
lenges, and the China-Pakistan
partnership plays a crucial role in

maintaining regional stability.

spirit that underpins their
relationship. This coopera-
tion is aimed at not only
boosting economic growth
but also fostering innova-
tion and sustainable devel-
opment in Pakistan.

In fact, by aligning their
development  strategies,
China and Pakistan are set-
ting an example of how
strategic partnerships can
drive progress and prosper-
ity.

Security cooperation is
another crucial area that
will be high on the agenda
during Sharif's visit to
China. The recent terrorist
attacks targeting Chinese
nationals in Pakistan have

the strong trust and strate-
gic alignment between the
two countries.

Sharif's visit to China
comes at a time when
regional and global dynam-
ics are rapidly evolving.
The geopolitical landscape
in South Asia is marked by
complexities and chal-
lenges, and the China-
Pakistan partnership plays a
crucial role in maintaining
regional stability. Both
countries share a common
vision for peace and devel-
opment, and their coordi-
nated efforts in multilateral
forums such as the United
Nations and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization

reflect their commitment to
upholding fairness and jus-
tice on global issues.

Sharif's visit is also
expected to strengthen peo-
ple-to-people relations
between the two countries,
which are a cornerstone of
China-Pakistan relations.
Cultural exchanges, educa-
tional collaboration and
tourism are areas that hold
immense potential for
deepening mutual under-
standing and friendship
between the people of the
two countries. These inter-
actions not only foster
goodwill but also build a
strong foundation for long-
term cooperation. And the
emphasis on cultural and
educational exchanges is a
testament to the holistic
approach that both coun-
tries adopt in nurturing
their relationship.

As a matter of fact, the
significance of Sharif's
ongoing  visit extends
beyond bilateral coopera-
tion. It is a reaffirmation of
the strategic importance
that both countries place on
their relationship. The
high-level meetings sched-
uled during Sharif's visit
will provide an opportunity
for the two sides to engage
in comprehensive and in-
depth strategic communica-
tion. Such interactions are
essential for aligning the
two countries' visions and
strategies, and ensuring
their partnership continues
to thrive in a rapidly chang-
ing world.

Moreover, this visit is a
testament to the resilience
and adaptability of China-
Pakistan relations. Despite
the challenges posed by
global and regional issues
and the growing uncertain-
ties, created by, among
other things, the COVID-
19 pandemic and terrorism,
both countries have demon-
strated a remarkable capac-
ity to adapt to the changing
times and cooperate on crit-
ical issues. The successful
implementation of CPEC
projects during these chal-
lenging times is a reflection
of the two countries' com-
mitment and strategic fore-
sight. The concept of a
community with a shared
future for mankind is best
exemplified by the ironclad
partnership between China
and Pakistan, a partnership
that continues to thrive and
evolve, bringing greater
benefits to both countries
and their peoples.

Will Israel move
toward 2030,
or stay stuck

mn 19677

Faisal J. Abbas

headline, or saw it but

thought you might
have misread it, allow me
to repeat: the Middle
East - despite all its woes,
wars and wounds - still
has a chance to "change
for the better." These
enthusiastic words are
not mine, but are rather
what the US Ambassador
to Saudi Arabia, Michael
Ratney, repeatedly told
Arab News in an exclu-
sive interview this week
with our flagship talk
show "Frankly
Speaking."

The

IN case you missed the

ambassador
acknowledged that the
word ‘"historic" was a
cliche, but still insisted on
using it to describe a pro-
posed new Saudi-US pact
that would give birth to a
written security agree-
ment, normalize ties, inte-
grate Israel into the region
and guarantee Palestinians
a state. "All the elements

are of extraordinary
value," he said. "The real
value is taking it all
together." Such comments
from a US ambassador are
a big thing, which is why
they were quickly translat-
ed into Arabic and widely
shared online. Moreover,
Ratney is not just any
ambassador: before
Riyadh, he served in the
US Embassy in Israel and,
in total, has devoted nearly
three decades to trying to
resolve Middle Eastern
conflicts and counter vio-
lent extremism.

A few days after our
interview, US President
Joe Biden said it was time
for the Gaza war to end
and laid out the details of a
reasonable  three-phase
peace plan: an initial six-
week ceasefire for the
release of Israeli hostages
and Palestinian prisoners,
negotiations for a perma-
nent end to all hostilities,
and finally the reconstruc-
tion of the devastated Gaza
Strip. Some, including me,
might argue that this is all
too little, too late, but let's
be realistic too: it is better
late than never.

Those who burn
American flags and think
that by boycotting ham-
burgers and caramel lattes
they are serving the
Palestinian cause are delu-
sional if they believe that
any peace deal or regional
stability can be achieved
without the deployment of
the carrots and sticks
available only to the US.
The fact is, America
remains the world's most
significant superpower and
it alone has leverage over
Israel.

On the subject of Israel,
eight months after this war
began, all that Benjamin
Netanyahu and his war
Cabinet have managed to
achieve is a human-made
famine, the loss of
approaching 40,000
Palestinian lives - mostly
civilians, women and chil-
dren - and the reduction of
Gaza's infrastructure to
debris and rubble. They
have achieved none of
their stated war aims: the
hostages remain in captivi-
ty, Israel is no safer and, as
for eradicating Hamas -
well, the Israeli prime min-
ister and his right-wing
extremist government may
well have sown the seeds
and applied the fertilizer
that will grow into Hamas
2.0 in generations to come.

That would be nothing
new for Netanyahu: in
fact, it would be a continu-

ation of his policy for the
past 16 years, which has
sought to empower Hamas
and discredit the legitimate
Palestinian Authority in
the West Bank. Again,
don't take my word for it
but take it from Tal
Schneider, The Times of
Israel columnist who wrote
an op-ed published the day
after the Oct. 7 attack on
Israel under the headline:
"For years, Netanyahu
propped up Hamas. Now
it's blown up in our faces."

That newspaper also
reported recently that
Saudi Arabia was remov-
ing antisemitic materials
from educational curricu-
lums. This should not be
surprising; it is not new
and the Kingdom's
Education Ministry seldom
gets credit for the incredi-
ble work done so far. The
truth is that Saudi reforms
have been underway since
2016 and the Kingdom is
ensuring that its entire
ecosystem reflects its
long-standing point of
view - which is that the
issue with Israel is not reli-
gious, it is a land dispute
and, once it is resolved,
there will be recognition,
reconciliation and rewards
for both sides.

This newspaper, for
example, has published
reports celebrating

Judaism as part and parcel
of our social fabric as
Arabs; we were the first to
wish Jews "Shana Tova,"
or happy new year; and we
have published interviews
and columns by leading

rabbis and community
leaders from Ronald
Lauder to Deborah

Lipstadt, Biden's envoy for
combating antisemitism.
In fact, it is the actions and
rhetoric on the Israeli side
that need to be monitored
and accounted for.

As The New York Times
writer Tom Friedman put it
in a column published last
month, Saudi Arabia and
Israel are now "trading
places" in terms of how
they are viewed by the US.
While elected Israeli offi-
cials are calling for Gaza
to be nuked and citing bib-
lical references that they
claim justify the killing of
women, children and even
animals, Saudi officials are
pushing for peace, invest-
ing in artificial intelligence
and sending the first
female Arab Muslim astro-
naut into space. With our
compass set to 2030, Saudi
Arabia is determined to
keep progressing and long-
time partners such as the
US are invited to be part of
the journey.

Israel, too, has a pend-
ing invitation and could
benefit greatly from being
part of the 2030 club.
Saudi Arabia offers legiti-
macy and Arab/Muslim
world recognition, along
with its huge diplomatic
weight and vast interna-
tional relations network to
support the legitimate
Palestinian Authority in
being a peaceful and pros-
perous neighbor to Israel -
which simply has to
choose between being
stuck in 1967 or boarding
the bullet train toward
2030 with the rest of us.
All Israel needs to do is
end the hostilities, trust in
Biden's peace plan and rec-
ognize that only by allow-
ing a legitimate Palestinian
state to exist can it guaran-
tee its security and end its
isolation, which is increas-
ing on a daily basis.

Arab News

Silent settler coup that took over Israel

RICKY  business,

I democracy. For con-

firmation of that, if
he were still alive we could
ask Edmund Burke, the
18th-century Anglo-Irish
statesman and philosopher
who did much to establish
the tenets of modern con-
servatism. Burke is no
longer with us, obviously,
but fortunately his words
live on. And what words
they are: his maiden speech
in the House of Commons
in 1765 was ''spoken in
such a manner as to stop
the mouths of all Europe,"
according to William Pitt
the Elder.

In November 1774, hav-
ing been elected member of
Parliament for the Bristol
constituency in southwest
England, Burke delivered
what became known as the
"Speech to the Electors of
Bristol at the Conclusion of
the Poll," in which he told
them what they might expect
of him as he carried out his
duties. Having promised vot-
ers that their views would

always carry great weight
with him, Burke then gave it
to them with both barrels. An
MP's "unbiased opinion, his
mature judgment, his enlight-
ened conscience, he ought
not to sacrifice to you, to any
man, or to any set of men liv-
ing," he said. And in case his
meaning was unclear, he con-
tinued: "Your representative
owes you, not his industry
only, but his judgment; and
he betrays instead of serving
you if he sacrifices it to your
opinion."

In political science termi-
nology, Burke was rejecting
the constituent-imperative
form of democracy in favor
of the representative mandate
version. In plain English, he
told voters: "If you think I'm
going to Westminster to do
your bidding, you have
another think coming." For
250 years, Burke's brave
words have been used by
democratic idealists in sup-
port of the "perfect" represen-
tative assembly, populated by
people of intelligence and
integrity beholden to no vest-

Ross Anderson

ed interests, and therefore
empowered to enact laws for
the benefit of the whole of
society rather than only those
who elected them.

It is a noble thought.
However, such idealists
rarely mention what hap-
pened to Burke. What he had
done, in effect, was to offer
the voters of Bristol a choice
at any subsequent election:
either elect an MP who
would do what they told him
or elect an MP who would do
what he thought was right.
Overwhelmingly, at the next
general election in 1760, they
opted for the former and the
hapless Burke was booted
out of office. Now, you may
think there is little in com-
mon between Burke, a man
of profound wisdom, erudi-
tion and integrity, and the
shameless reprobate current-
ly masquerading as the prime
minister of Israel. In fact,
they are connected by a 250-
year-old historical thread.
Leaving aside for now his

venality, his corruption and
his bloody-minded determi-
nation to cling on to power
and office like some sort of
malign barnacle regardless of
the damage caused to other
people and his own country,
Benjamin Netanyahu - like
Burke before him - is in hock
to the people who elected
him. And they have made it
crystal clear what it is they
expect him to do.

Not only that, but they
have also elected a couple of
enforcers to hold
Netanyahu's feet to the fire
should his resolve weaken, in
the form of Itamar Ben-Gvir
and Bezalel Smotrich. Of the
two, Ben-Gvir is the pan-
tomime clown. He is a man
who once hung a portrait on
his living-room wall of the
Jewish extremist mass mur-
derer Baruch Goldstein and
then wondered why he was
arrested and convicted of
inciting support for terrorism.
Smotrich is another matter
altogether. He is that most

dangerous of creatures - an
intelligent fundamentalist
religious bigot.

While Ben-Gvir craves
and obtains publicity with his

interminable, provocative
stunt  marches through
Palestinian areas of

Jerusalem, Smotrich is quiet-
ly using his ministerial power
to get on with his life's work:
in his own words, this is
"flooding the areas of Judea
and Samaria with settlements
and Jewish settlers. When
this happens, the Palestinians
are supposed to understand
that they have no chance to
get a state of their own, and
they would have to choose
between one of the three
options - a life of subjugation
under Israeli rule, emigration,
or a martyr's death." It is easy
to be appalled by people such
as Smotrich, Ben-Gvir and
Netanyahu, but they are easy
targets, low-hanging fruit.
Israel's tragedy, I think, is not
that such grotesque figures
hold public office: as Burke
showed, elected representa-
tives can swiftly be unelect-

ed. My question is, what pos-
sessed the people of Israel to
elect them in the first place?

Part of the answer may lie
in a devastating report in The
New York Times last month,
entitled "The Unpunished:
How Extremists Took Over
Israel." It describes "a some-
times criminal nationalistic
movement that has been
allowed to operate with
impunity and gradually move
from the fringes to the main-
stream of Israeli society ...
how voices within the gov-
ernment that objected to the
condoning of settler violence
were silenced and discredited

. and how the occupation
came to threaten the integrity
of Israel's democracy." In
other words, in a silent coup,
Israel has effectively been
taken over by the settler
movement, using the tools of
the country's own democracy
to do it. It has been a coup a
long time in the making and I
fear it will take a great deal
more than the removal from
office of Netanyahu to
reverse it.
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How does the US antiwar movement
today differ from that of 1967-1968?

vacations fixed. But if the

past is any guide to the
future, United States university
campuses come autumn will
again erupt in demonstrations
with inevitable violence and
arrests if Israel continues its war
on Gaza.

I covered my first antiwar
demonstration on October 21,
1967. Then a 19-year-old cub
reporter for a local Washington,
DC, radio station, I marched with
nearly 100,000 people across the
Arlington Memorial Bridge into
Virginia and on to the Pentagon.
They were a mixed lot. Most just
wanted to end the Vietnam War
and bring home the more than
380,000 soldiers fighting there.
But some seemed to be rooting for
the Vietnamese communists to
win. A 29-year-old protest leader
named Walter Teague, who I came
to know, carried a Viet Cong flag.
Famed novelist Norman Mailer
later profiled Teague in his book
Armies of the Night, calling him a
longtime '"revolutionary" who
believed in the communist "libera-
tion" of Vietnam.

I watched US marshals man-
handle 700 young people and take
them into custody outside the
doors of the Pentagon that night.
Two years later, I left the US to
report the war from Vietnam.

Antiwar activists, like Teague,
carrying their Viet Cong flags,
gave the administrations of
President Lyndon B Johnson and
Richard Nixon an excuse to attack
the protesters. It allowed them to
claim all demonstrators were com-
munist sympathisers who wanted
the enemy to win.

Spin ahead 56 years to another
generation carrying out antiwar
protests in a dozen US cities and
on university campuses during the
past few months. If the protesters
of 1967-1968 were seen as com-
munist sympathisers, those who
protest Israel's war in Gaza today
are portrayed as anti-Semites and
terrorist sympathisers. Radical
right Republicans and a segment
of the Israel lobby define the nar-
rative, pushing a conflated logic.

SCHOOLS are out, summer

Jim Laurie

The attacks on today's antiwar
demonstrators are magnified in the
era of social media and a much
more radicalised traditional media.
On May 19, Rupert Murdoch's
New York Post ran a story with the
headline "Hamas flag proudly
waved at NYC anti-Israel demon-
stration: 'Marching for terrorists'."

Pictures of a single masked
figure waving a Hamas flag
accompanied the article. "A pro-
terror protester proudly waved
the Hamas flag at a weekend rally
in Brooklyn - in a shocking and
disturbing display of solidarity
with terrorists,” the Post said.
Police moved in, disbanded the
protest and arrested a dozen men
who appeared to have participat-
ed in a radical offshoot of a series
of daylong peaceful demonstra-
tions across Brooklyn. When I
reached out to one of those who
had marched from the Bay Ridge
neighbourhood to the Brooklyn
Bridge, he said: "I saw no Hamas
flags. I was among about 10,000
people calling on Israel to stop
the war in Gaza. There were Jews
among our marchers, even
Hasidic Jews who for very differ-
ent reasons hate the [Israeli
Prime  Minister = Benjamin]
Netanyahu government. All just
wanted a ceasefire, an end to
war."

On May 23, a Republican-led
congressional committee sum-
moned three university presidents
to question them, or rather lambast
them, for allowing anti-Semitism
to spread on college campuses. A
North Carolina congresswoman
named Virginia Foxx chaired the
session and led the attack.

"Suddenly over the course of
weeks, ... universities have burst
into anti-Semitic chaos, ... a pow-
der keg of pro-terror campus fer-
vour, a shocking spectacle for the
American public," Foxx read in
her opening statement. While the
three college presidents defended
their actions in trying to end cam-
pus protests peacefully without
police intervention, none ques-
tioned the committee's stated

premise.

Fox News amplified the
exchange: "Congressional hear-
ings accuse university presidents
of capitulating to 'antisemitic, pro-
terror encampment organisers'".
Jonathan Greenblatt, the CEO of
the Anti-Defamation League, per-
haps the most influential Jewish
lobbying group in America, helped
set the stage for the narrative by
broadening the definition of anti-
Semitism in early 2022. He criti-
cised those, including Jews, who
spoke in opposition to the Israeli
or "Zionist" state. He declared:
"Anti-Zionism IS anti-Semitism."

It has now become difficult to
condemn Israeli actions or the
Netanyahu government without
being labelled an anti-Semite.
With their anti-Zionist slogans and
pro-Palestinian sympathies, young
people in their encampments at
Columbia University in New York
or the University of California in
Los Angeles had put targets on
their backs.

The roots of their protests lay in
demands to end Israeli military
action against Gaza and US gov-
ernment support for it, to stand up
for Palestinian rights and to end
their suffering. No, the students
said, they had not forgotten about
the Hamas atrocities of October 7.
Were there among them those who
held a bias against Jews? Possibly.
But Jewish students helped organ-
ise sit-ins and were most vocal in
denouncing the false equivalency

of anti-Zionism and anti-
Semitism.
Several Jewish students at

Brown University in Providence,
Rhode Island, walked out of a
speech this year by Greenblatt.
They denounced him for embrac-
ing "political Zionism". Such an
ideology, they argued, had "nega-
tive impacts on the lives of mil-
lions". The students wrote that
such Zionism "cannot be separated
from the ethnic cleansing of
750,000 Palestinians in 1948, the
sustained violence for the last 75-
plus years or the current genocide
in Gaza." Whatever the beliefs of

the protesters, they have become,
as their parents or grandparents
had been in the 1960s, a critical
element in a close and bitter presi-
dential campaign.

The radical right aligned with
Christian fundamentalists and led
by former President Donald
Trump now claim to be the true
defenders of Israel. They
embraced Netanyahu's denuncia-
tion of student demonstrations in
April. They predictably con-
demned the increasingly large per-
centage of progressives and
Democrats who identify them-
selves as antiwar and pro-
Palestinian rights.

The senior leader of the pro-
gressives, 82-year-old Senator
Bernie Sanders, came out swing-
ing last month. "No, Mr
Netanyahu, it is not anti-Semitic or
pro-Hamas to point out that in a
little over six months, your
extremist government has killed
34,000 Palestinians." "I am a Jew
whose father's family was wiped
out by Hitler," Sanders continued,
"and 1 find it outrageous that
Netanyahu wants to hide outra-
geous military behaviour behind

the terrible image of anti-
Semitism."
The Gaza war puts US

President Joe Biden in a lose-lose
position. Sanders warned Biden
last month that he may lose young
voters. Pollsters reported he may
have already lost the Palestinian-
American vote in the key battle-
ground state of Michigan. He may
also be in danger of losing critical
older Jewish voters in
Pennsylvania, another battle-
ground state in November's presi-
dential election. Unlike 56 years
ago, the 2024 election will not be
decided by the fractures caused by
a foreign war alone. The fractures
in today's America are arguably
deeper and more dangerous. But
what is remarkable in 21st century
America is the ease with which
political operatives and their social
and mass media supporters set the
narrative, distort facts and create
false equivalencies to the detri-
ment of all.

Aljazeera

In Tory England, Lib Dems
can smell revenge 1n air

Gaby Hinsliff

AURA Reineke has been a
I mermaid for seven years

now. Or more precisely,
she's a member of Henley
Mermaids, the name she and a
few friends from her open-water
swimming club gave to the
WhatsApp group they created
for arranging river dips. Seven
years of navigating various
unmentionable waterborne sub-
stances later, the mermaids
aren't just swimmers now but
fully fledged clean-water
activists, campaigning to high-
light pollution in Oxfordshire's
waterways alongside the likes of
TV presenter Steve Backshall
(who lives nearby with his
Olympic rower wife Helen
Glover) and lobbying local politi-
cians.

Reineke, who works for the con-
servation charity Wild Fish, still
swims daily with the help of an app
tracking Thames Water's regular
discharges into the river: but lately,
she says even the supposedly clean
stretches seem murkier. "You can't
see the bottom any more, the plant
life is covered in sewage - it's grot-
ty. It's really, really sad." Though
as she points out, it's much worse
for the fish.

When the Liberal Democrat
leader, Ed Davey, launched his
campaign by falling off a paddle-
board into Windermere, he was try-
ing to dramatise an unexpected
wedge issue at this election: clean
water. His party is targeting a rib-
bon of ostensibly safe Tory seats
stretching west along the Thames,
from Maidenhead (where Theresa
May is retiring) to Boris Johnson's
old seat of Henley and Thame
(where Rishi Sunak visited a row-
ing club this week, only to be pho-
tobombed by a boatload of Lib
Dem activists launching their
national campaign on sewage
dumping) via commuter belt
Didcot and Wantage to David
Cameron's old Witney seat, now
redrawn on new boundaries. If a
political earthquake is really com-

ing in July, the tremors should be
detectable here. Water pollution
might seem a niche issue to some.
But in the still largely prosperous
rural Tory heartlands, filthy rivers
have become a surprisingly power-
ful symbol of national decline; a
way for the Lib Dems at least to
open conversations in the kind of
"blue wall" seats that Labour will
never win but which stand between
Keir Starmer and a landslide.

For the 15 years I've lived in
south Oxfordshire, first in Witney
and then in Didcot and Wantage,
the electoral war was invariably
happening elsewhere. Parties fight
over marginal seats, not safe ones
where nothing ever changes. But
this time is different. Boundary
changes and new estates springing
up catering to younger families
moving out of London have made
things less predictable, as has the
undercurrent of utter exasperation
in everyday conversations.

'Waitrose woman' - the stereo-
typical affluent voter the Lib Dems
are targeting across the home coun-
ties - has been profoundly unim-
pressed by shabby conduct during
Partygate, by incompetence and
infighting, by rising taxes and bills
with precious little to show in
return (not least from Thames
Water, now begging for a govern-
ment bailout). The Tories lost con-
trol of their last remaining
Oxfordshire district council last
year, and this week's shock
Survation MRP poll forecast all
four of these riverside seats turning
a scarcely conceivable yellow.
Nigel Farage's return to the nation-
al stage, meanwhile, leaves Rishi
Sunak with an impossible choice:
if he responds by lurching right-
wards, that would be a turnoff in
places like this whose conser-
vatism is of a gentler, remain-vot-
ing kind.

Charlie Maynard is standing in
an industrial estate on the banks of
the River Windrush, a Thames trib-

utary that winds behind the honey-
coloured stone buildings of
Witney's high street, when I track
him down by phone. He's the kind
of candidate - background in
finance, seat on the local council,
pictures on his website of the fam-
ily labrador - that the Lib Dems
invariably select for seats like this
one, which has been Conservative
for more than a century.

"There are so many Tories here
who say, Tve voted Tory for ever
and I'm not doing it this time,"
says Maynard, who lists what he
hears on the doorstep: worries
about the cost of living, inability to
get a dentist, schools and filthy
rivers. "Sewage is the big one.
People are just like, 'How can this
be happening?' I think it does
speak to appalling government
management and regulation in the
longer term." He's also lost no time
pointing out on doorsteps that the
22-year-old Labour candidate
resigned a few days into the cam-
paign.

Given the Conservatives' Robert
Courts had a solid 15,177 majority
in 2019, winning here would still
be a huge stretch for the Lib Dems,
even with new boundaries. Across
Oxfordshire, they need a meltdown
in the Conservative vote plus high-
ly efficient tactical voting in seats
with no established tradition of it.
Blue wall Tories' best path to victo-
ry may well be straight through the
middle of an angry but confused
electorate that is unsure exactly
how to get them out.

The progressive thinktank
Compass is running a Win As One
campaign nationally to encourage
tactical voting by Lib Dem, Green
and Labour activists, with local
grassroots groups working to
spread the message in potentially
winnable seats from Kent to
Cumbria, Surrey and Sussex.
(Compass Oxfordshire is running
street stalls locally identifying the
Lib Dems as the best hope in

Witney, Didcot and Wantage,
Henley and Thame, in Banbury, in
north Oxfordshire, they're backing
Labour.)

Yet this support comes with
strings attached. Compass only
backs candidates who support pro-
portional representation, helping
small progressive parties to break
through. (PR would arguably be a
godsend for Reform too.) "Every
five years we end up in this situa-
tion where parties say, 'Lend us
your support', but there's no return
for the voters," says Luke Hurst of
Compass, who argues that tactical
voting tackles the symptom but not
the underlying democratic prob-
lem.

Can a progressive alliance really
help pull off something extraordi-
nary in 2024, a revolt wiping the
Tories out in what used to be their
home turf? The risk is always that
what looks mathematically possi-
ble on a pollster's spreadsheet
doesn't account for human nature,
with all its tribal instincts and
unexpected allegiances. In Henley,
Laura Reineke knows the Lib
Dems are the tactical choice, but
she can't bring herself to do it:
instead she's backing her fellow
mermaid, Jo Robb, standing for the
Greens. The lingering doubts many
still harbour about both Sunak and
Starmer, meanwhile, mean that
with four weeks of the campaign
still to go those confident polling
forecasts of a landslide feel decid-
edly premature.

But for the Tories, even to be
having to spend resources defend-
ing seats like this is unusual.
Whatever  the  results in
Oxfordshire, what's happening
now feels like the last act of the
Brexit drama; the curtain falling on
a party torn apart by David
Cameron's disastrous referendum,
then temporarily patched together
by Boris Johnson's unstable victo-
ry, now finally unravelling. Even,
perhaps, in the places where both
careers began.

The Guardian

The real winner
of Russia’s war? FSB

XACTLY 25 years
Eago, the man widely

regarded as
President Vladimir Putin's
political instructor was hid-
ing in Paris from the
Russian police. Anatoly
Sobchak, the former mayor
of St. Petersburg, was sus-
pected of corruption and
was helped to leave Russia
on a Finnish private jet by
KGB lieutenant colonel
Vladimir Putin, who had
just been appointed direc-
tor of Russia's FSB.

When I interviewed him
on my program "Top Secret",
Sobchak seemed a bit con-
fused and unable to imagine
the future. But that evening in
the lobby of the Hotel
Ambassadeur we talked
about the future. As we were
leaving, Sobchak said to me,
"I understand why Yeltsin
chose Putin as his successor -
he would never betray you.
But I also understand that
once he has power, Putin will
never give it back to anyone."
The meaning of these words
was then understood by very
few people, but Sobchak did
not hope to be heard.

A quarter of a century
later, Vladimir Putin's sup-
porters and critics understand
exactly what Sobchak meant.
Putin has only one successor
- himself. The transition of
power, about which so many
political scientists both in
Russia and abroad have spec-
ulated, ended in the elections
this March. If Putin still holds
power in 2036 - which the
sham 2020 referendum
enabled him to do - he will
surpass Josef Stalin and
Catherine the Great to
become the longest-ruling
leader of Russia. After the
outbreak of war with
Ukraine, when Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov was asked whether
Putin consulted with him, he
replied, "Putin has three
advisers - Ivan the Terrible,
Peter the Great and Catherine
the Great."

Having placed himself on
the level of the tsars, Putin
remembers that power
changed only after the
monarch's death. To continue
this political tradition, how-
ever, two conditions must be
met. The tsar must be reliably
protected from assassination
and must never give up the
throne himself. When Putin
became president in the
spring of 2000, at a closed
board meeting of the Russian
FSB, he said from the podi-
um: "The KGB's task of infil-
trating the Russian govern-
ment has been accom-
plished." It 1is unclear
whether he was joking or
serious.

But from that moment on,
the influence of the FSB on
all the processes taking place
in the country grew every
year. Until May of this year,
the only state institution that
was not subject to the FSB’s
influence was the army. Putin
considered the military to be
the most important pillar of
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power, but he never trusted it
100%. When Putin
approached Sergei Shoigu in
November 2012 to take over
as defense minister, Shoigu
set one condition: that there
be no FSB officers around
him in the army leadership.
Putin agreed, receiving in
return a military leadership
personally loyal to him. But
to balance controlled con-
flicts within the Defense
Ministry, Putin appointed
General Valery Gerasimov,
considered a close ally of
Shoigu, to the post of Chief
of the General Staff in the
same fall of 2012. The time
of the security services, for
whom control over the army
and its budgets was a cher-
ished dream, had not yet
arrived. It was to come later.

Until February 2022, there
was a conditional truce
between the influential clans
in the Russian government.
But two years ago, the FSB,
whose reports (as well as
those of the military) had
convinced Putin that victory
in Ukraine would be easy,
opened its own personal front
- an internal one. The FSB's
task was to take control of all
spheres of life in Russia, to
destroy the opposition and its
leaders, to introduce censor-
ship, to subjugate the indus-
trial sector, financial institu-
tions, culture and, of course,
the military. After Putin's vic-
tory in the heavily corrupt
presidential election, the
Chekists went on the offen-
sive. As journalists at
Agenstvo calculated, 21
criminal cases were opened
against officials and heads of
state companies between
March and April alone. Not
only was Deputy Defense
Minister Timur Ivanov
arrested, but also Gennady
Sakharov, an executive at the
state Rosatom corporation,
and Igor Andreev, vice presi-
dent of Rossiya Bank. The
truce among the elites is over.

But despite what the
Kremlin says, this is not a
fight against corruption. It is
a fight for power. By the
beginning of Putin's fifth
term, the FSB had won.
Officials from the Culture
Ministry can tell you that all
films are reviewed by two
plainclothes officers before a
rental certificate is issued.
Raw materials businessmen
will tell you how the new
board of directors includes
undercover FSB officers. The
work of the presidential
administration is controlled
by the FSB's Second Service
(that combats terrorism and
"protects the constitutional
order"), and the Security
Council is staffed only by
security officers. To para-
phrase Putin's quote from
2000, Lubyanka has infiltrat-
ed the country's hierarchy of
power more successfully
than at any other point in his-
tory.

Therefore, it was not diffi-
cult for the FSB to lobby for

its employees to be exempt
from  military  service,
remaining to guard the politi-
cal comfort of the regime in
the rear. This decision caused
serious irritation among the
Defense Ministry and other
institutions of power. But
Putin sided with his former
colleagues from the FSB,
whom the historian of special
services Andrei Soldatov
once called "the new nobili-
ty." Historically, the Russian
nobility was a military class.
During the War of 1812,
when the Russian army was
defending its country rather
than attacking a neighbor,
representatives of the nobility
led the fight. Now, the elites
from the FSB, Interior
Ministry, Federal
Penitentiary Service, and
special services remain at the
rear.

Their real task in the con-
ditions of the military-politi-
cal "special operation” is not
to protect the people, but to
secure the regime. But in ful-
filling this task, there is an
inevitable temptation for the
aforementioned elites to
become an integral part of the
state, and in the long run - to
lead it. However, this battle
of the bulldogs in Moscow
may deal the Kremlin a blow
far more severe than the
drones and missiles coming
from Ukraine. The Russian
system of political power is
now organized in such a way
that any bias in the direction
of one of the clans can lead to
the collapse of the pyramid or
a coup by the siloviki.

And it is not by chance
that today. Mikhail
Khodorkovsky wrote that in
1996 Russia did not face a
choice between Yeltsin and
Gennady Zyuganov, the
Communist Party candidate.
The choice was between
electing Yeltsin and declar-
ing a state of emergency.
The FSB and FSO were in
favor of a state of emergency
that would have turned
Yeltsin into a puppet of the
security  services. "By
defending the rejection of
the state of emergency, we
postponed the FSB's rise to
power for 8-12 years."
Putin's new term is just
beginning. It will take place
under the full control of the
FSB, whose presence in
government at all levels is
growing constantly. Data
suggests that in the last years
of the Soviet Union, only
3% of officials in top gov-
ernment positions were rep-
resentatives of special serv-
ices. During Yeltsin's rule,
the figure was over 30% and
has risen to 70-80% today.
Putin's regime has become a
dictatorship of the security
services, which will try to
ensure the sustainability of
this model of government
for as long as possible. But
that will only be the case
until the rising clan of young
siloviki sees the 72-year-old
president as a weak link in
the chain of power.
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A huge boon for Trump

HILE former President
Donald Trump was con-
victed by a Manhattan

jury on 34 charges of falsifying
business records last week, the
remaining three criminal cases
against him are unlikely to be
resolved before Election Day - a
huge boon for Trump's political
future.

Judge Aileen Cannon, a Trump
appointee who is presiding over
the classified documents case in
Florida, has made it much less like-
ly that a decision in that case will
be reached before November 5. In
a series of unusual moves, Cannon
has allowed third-party groups
unaffiliated with the case to argue
in court, delayed some hearings
without setting a new date, and
scheduled additional ones, includ-
ing one regarding a gag order
request to limit Trump's rhetoric
about law enforcement. She also
allotted more time to hear argu-
ments about Trump's request to
declare special counsel Jack
Smith's appointment invalid.

Trump also scored a huge victo-
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ry this week with the election sub-
version case in Georgia put on hold
until a panel of judges rules on
whether to disqualify Fulton
County District Attorney Fani
Willis because of her relationship
with Special Prosecutor Nathan
Wade. There have also been seri-
ous delays in the federal election
interference case, as the Supreme
Court still has to make a decision
about Trump's claims of presiden-
tial immunity. The trial date can't
be set by Judge Tanya Chutkan
until after SCOTUS reaches a deci-
sion, and the court's decision might
leave room for further delays.

This would be hugely beneficial
for Trump. While a delay takes
away the chance that Trump might
vindicated with a finding of inno-
cence, it also means he won't have
to contend with the blowback from
another potential conviction.
Instead, delays allow Trump to
continue railing against the justice
system while maintaining the sta-
tus quo, which keeps him ahead in

most swing states. Of course, with-
out verdicts in the remaining three
cases, voters will have less defini-
tive information on which to base
their decisions come November.
And if Trump is elected again, he
could use his presidential powers
to pardon himself - at least in the
federal cases.

Although many observers
believe the New York hush money
case was the least serious of all the
criminal cases against Trump, the
jury's decision struck a nerve.
Republicans were quick to rally
around the president, but early
polls show that his conviction for
falsifying business records might
have made a dent in his political
standing. According to a New York
Times/Siena College poll, Trump's
three-point lead over Biden before
the verdict fell to just one point
after the conviction. While these
numbers are not hugely significant,
small shifts in the electorate could
be pivotal in the handful of swing
states where the election will be

decided. Should courts reach guilty
verdicts in the federal election
interference or classified docu-
ments cases, the political reverber-
ations, particularly among moder-
ate and independent voters, could
be even more consequential.

But accountability has proven
extremely difficult to achieve in
the era of Trump. Congress was
unable to fulfill this goal through
impeachment, as Republicans cre-
ated a firewall around him. News
outlets have struggled to push back
against the deluge of Trump's lies
and misleading claims. While the
House select committee made a
convincing case, compiling testi-
mony and evidence accusing
Trump of trying to overturn the
election on January 6, 2021, it was
not immune to partisan mudsling-
ing. After Trump's presidency, the
courts have offered the best and
last hope. For now, it seems that
accountability will have to wait, as
the remaining three criminal cases
against Trump will likely remain in
limbo until long after November 5.
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World War 3
has already started

HE D-Day commem-
orations in
Normandy took

place against a sombre
backdrop. Ukraine's war
for national survival has
been raging for over two
years, and the Middle East
is on fire. While the Second
World War is in our
thoughts this week, we
should soon be turning our
thoughts on World War
Three.

The UK's strategic com-
petitors are obvious: China
seeks dominance over the
Pacific theatre as well as
mineral-rich countries in
Africa and Asia. Russia aims
to establish Soviet-style dom-
inance over former USSR
client countries. Iran seeks
the end of US and wider
Western hegemony in the
Middle East. The Turkish and
Qatari-backed Muslim
Brotherhood seek domina-
tion of the Arab world. Take a
step back, and it looks as if
the Third World War has
started already. It just doesn't
look like the conflict we
thought it would be. Rather
than a shooting war, we are
seeing intense strategic com-
petition. No country can
compete with the USA and
Nato on the battlefield, so
instead our enemies are try-
ing to defeat us through eco-
nomic and cultural means
without firing a shot.

These states have been
anticipating a coming con-
frontation for a long time,
and preparing for it. China's
Belt and Road Initiative has
invested in more than 140
countries, covering 75 per
cent of the world's population
and more than half of its
GDP. Beijing has bought
influence, created interna-
tional economic dependence
on Chinese infrastructure
development, and gained
access to strategic ports and
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other potential military bases.
Meanwhile, Western univer-
sities have been flooded with
students, creating a loop of
financial dependence even as
valuable knowledge flows
back to the Chinese econo-
my.

Russia, meanwhile, has
conducted subversive activi-
ties across the West, attempt-
ing to influence US presiden-
tial elections, poisoning
opponents on British soil and
creating EU dependence on
Russian gas. Moscow has
been a key proponent of
international disinformation
campaigns, strategically
investing online and in the
media to undermine its oppo-
nents and destabilise pro-
Western support in the
Balkans and central and east-
ern  Europe. Putin  has
demonstrated military
aggression in Ukraine and
Georgia and shown a willing-
ness in the former to commit
to a lengthy and costly mili-
tary campaign of attrition.
Iran, meanwhile, has taken
advantage of chaos in the
Middle East to establish
regional hegemony since the
Iraq War in 2003. Tehran has
built influential and violent
proxies in Yemen, Lebanon,
Syria and Iraq, funded and
supported by the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps,
which provides command,
training and arms for these
proxies. The Houthis have
shown the ability to disrupt
vital shipping lanes
approaching the Suez Canal;
Hezbollah in Lebanon, bat-
tle-hardened by the Syrian
Civil War, has set northern
Israel on fire, repeatedly
launching rockets since 7th
October. Iranian-backed
militias have fired on US
bases in Iraq, and the regime
puts a heavy emphasis on

pushing its narrative in the
USA and Europe.

Qatar and Turkey, mean-
while, have played both
sides. Turkey exploits Nato
membership and EU trade
links, and Qatar offers the
West military bases in Doha
and huge financial invest-
ment. At the same time, they
continue to support Hamas in
Gaza, which has started a
regional war enabling Iran
and their militias to escalate
attacks on Israel. Heavy
investments have been made
in Western academic institu-
tions, buying influence in the
organisations that train and
advise our Foreign Office
and security service. The
Qatari funded media organi-
sation, Al Jazeera, has been a
critical vector in pushing
anti-Israeli narratives in the
West, while Hamas leaders
shelter in Doha. Turkey has
provided medical care for
wounded Hamas fighters.

Through buying influence
and soaking Western media
in disinformation designed to
demoralise and undermine
support for military action,
these countries have subvert-
ed our democracies, media,
and academic institutions,
with the aim of building sup-
port in the West and destroy-
ing our will to fight. Ukraine
and Israel give us a taste of
the deluge of influence oper-
ations that will swamp us,
should things escalate to a
shooting war. These conflicts
have been noticed around the
world. But for over a decade,
our enemies have been using
influence, a weapon
equipped with a silencer, to
fire the opening shots in a
global conflict-and we have
only just noticed. With all
eyes on Normandy, the Third
World War is closer than we
realise: we are already fight-
ing it.
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Workers’ remittances
soar to US$3.2 billion in
May 2024, reports SBP

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The State
Bank of Pakistan has
released its latest data on
workers’ remittances,
revealing a significant
surge in inflows during the
month of May 2024.
According to the report,
workers’ remittances
reached a remarkable
US$3.2 billion in May
2024, marking a substan-
tial increase compared to
previous months. This
surge represents a notable
15.3 percent growth on a
month-on-month  basis,
showcasing the resilience

and strength of Pakistan's
overseas workforce.

On a year-on-year
basis, the growth is even
more impressive, with
remittances soaring by
54.2 percent, underscoring
the sustained support pro-
vided by overseas
Pakistanis to their families
and the national economy.

Cumulatively, for the
first eleven months of the
fiscal year 2024, workers’
remittances have reached
US$27.1 billion, reflect-
ing a solid 7.7 percent
increase compared to the
same period last year. This
steady growth demon-

strates the enduring com-
mitment of Pakistanis
abroad to contribute to the
prosperity of their home-
land.

The report highlights
the key sources of remit-
tances during May 2024,
with significant contribu-
tions originating from
Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, the United
Kingdom, and the United
States of  America.
Specifically, remittances
from Saudi Arabia
amounted to US$819.3
million, followed by
US$668.5 million from
the United Arab Emirates,

US$473.2 million from
the United Kingdom, and
US$359.5 million from
the United States of
America.

These figures under-
score the vital role played
by Pakistani expatriates
across the globe in sup-
porting their families and
bolstering the national
economy through their
hard-earned remittances.

The State Bank of
Pakistan remains commit-
ted to facilitating the
smooth transfer of remit-
tances and ensuring their
effective utilization for the
benefit of the country.

SCCI elections

Petroleum dealers to
support SBA

PESHAWAR (APP):
Patron-in-chief of Sarhad
Business Alliance (SBA)
and former Governor KP,
Haji Ghulam Ali has said
that the Alliance was
formed with sole objective
of naming Sarhad Chamber
as real representative of
business community and to
open way for economic
development through pro-
motion of trade and com-
merce in the province.
“The intention is clear,
Allah will make the goal
easy, I see a clear success
of SBA in the upcoming

Chamber’s elections,” he
remarked.
He expressed these

views at a dinner hosted by
Shahrukh Khan Duranpur
and Sartaj Khan, office
bearers of Petroleum
Association, in honour of
SBA members here Friday.

In the event, Petroleum
Association along with all
its Chamber members
announced their support to
the SBA. Group Chairman
Syed Zahir Ali Shah,
Mohammad Ishaq, Sharaft
Ali Mubarak, Malik Mehr

Elahi, Adnan Jalil,
Abidullah Ghulam Javed
Bilal Mamor Khan Haji
Abdul Hameed Gowwara
and other officials includ-
ing the corporate and asso-
ciate members of Sarhad
Chamber were present at
the ceremony.

Host Shahrukh Khan
welcomed the new group
and said that the current
situation of the Sarhad
Chamber and the plight of
the business community
was in front of everyone
which Sarhad Business
Alliance had to solve.
Chairman of the group,
Syed Zahir Ali Shah,
Chairman PCDA Mubeen
Khan, Behzad Rehman
Khan of Oil Tanker
Association, officials of
People’s Party Labor Wing
and Trade Wing, Provincial
President of Car Dealer
Association Bakht Mir
Khan, Tajran Association
were present at the event.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
President Malik Maher
Elahi, Muhammad Ishagq,
Abdul Hamid Gowada,
Khawaja Yawar, Haji

Umar, Adnan Jalil and oth-
ers clarified in their
address that this group was
established purely to
restore the lost dignity of
the Chamber of
Commerce.

Zahir Shah said that the
entire manifesto was being
prepared to run all the
affairs of the border cham-
ber honestly, which will be
put into practice. He said
that this group would play
the role of the first force to
break the status quo.

The speakers said that
the group of certain people
occupying the Sarhad
Chamber had been rejected
by the business communi-
ty.

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Haji Ghulam Ali said
that he was determined to
restore the reputation of the
Sarhad Chamber like a
challenge.

If the Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
elections are won, the
world will see how the
problems of the business
community of Peshawar
are solved, he claimed.

PESHAWAR EFU Ltfe Insurance Ltd Peshawar branch managers and

staff in a group photo during plantation drive.

Wall St slips as bumper
payrolls data fans
rate-cut worries

NEW YORK (Reuters):
Wall Street's main indexes
dropped on Friday after a
much stronger-than-expect-
ed employment report sig-
naled that the labor market
remains robust, dimming
hopes of a September start
to policy easing by the U.S.
Federal Reserve.

The Labor Department's
report showed Nonfarm
Payrolls rose by 272,000
jobs in May, against expec-
tations of an increase of
185,000. Average hourly
earnings rose 0.4% on a
monthly basis, compared to
an expectation of 0.3%
growth.

Interest rate traders
slashed bets on a September
rate reduction, now seeing a
roughly 56% chance, versus

68% Dbefore the data,
according to the CME's
FedWatch tool.

"It's the type of report
that's not going to cause the
Fed to want to change the
course that it has been on,
which is to describe the
need for higher interest
rates and the potential for
strong job creation to keep
upward pressure on infla-
tion," said Brian Nick, sen-
ior investment strategist at
The Macro Institute.

However, the unemploy-
ment rate rose to 4%, versus
an expected 3.9%. Nonfarm
Payroll numbers for April
and March, too, were
revised lower.

"The fact that you have
these two figures, saying

such different things, makes
it very hard for investors
and even harder for central
bankers to know exactly
what's going on," Nick said.

All eight S&P 500 sec-
tors were in decline, led by
rate-sensitive  real-estate
stocks (.SPLRCL), opens
new tab. The small-cap
Russell 2000 index (.RUT),
opens new tab dropped 0.7
% to a one-month low,
while the PHLX Housing
Index (.HGX), opens new
tab fell 1.4 %.

Friday's numbers pointed
to underlying strength in the
U.S. labor market, offset-
ting a string of data over the
past two weeks that indicat-
ed potential weakness and
caused investors to increase

bets on a September
rate cut.

Among individual
names, GameStop

(GME.N), opens new tab
dropped 1.7% in volatile
trading after announcing a
potential stock offering and
a drop in quarterly sales.
The retailer's shares had ini-
tially surged after stock
influencer "Roaring Kitty"
looked set to return to
YouTube.

Other so-called meme
stocks also fell, with AMC
Entertainment (AMC.N),
opens new tab and Koss
Corp (KOSS.O), opens new
tab down 2.4% and 4.3%,
respectively. Retail-focused
trading platform Robinhood
(HOOD.O), opens new tab
gained 1.0%.

At 9:45 a.m. ET, the
Dow  Jones Industrial
Average (.DJI), opens new
tab was down 9.24 points,
or 0.02%, at 38,876.93, the
S&P 500 (.SPX), opens
new tab was down 9.05
points, or 0.17%, at
5,343.91, and the Nasdaq
Composite (IXIC), opens
new tab was down 49.22
points, or 0.29%, at
17,123.91.

Still, all the three indexes
were on track for a weekly
rise, underpinned by gains
logged earlier in the week.

Meanwhile, Al darling
Nvidia <NVDA.O> slipped
1.8%, on track to extend the
previous session's losses,
with its valuation again dip-
ping below the $3 trillion
mark.

The chipmaker's highly
anticipated 10-for-1 share
split is due after markets
close and could make the
more-than-$1,000  stock
cheaper for investors.

Lyft (LYFT.O), opens
new tab shares rose 5.3%,
following a forecast of 15%
annual growth in its gross
bookings through 2027
after markets closed on
Thursday.

Declining issues out-
numbered advancers by a
4.00-to-1 ratio on the NYSE
, and by a 2.73-to-1 ratio on
the Nasdaq .

The S&P index recorded
seven new 52-week highs
and five new lows, while
the Nasdaq recorded 11 new
highs and 54 new lows.

PSX stays
bearish,
losses 108

points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
witnessed bearish trend on
Friday, losing 108.91
points, a negative change
of 0.15 per cent, closing at
73,754.02 points against
73,862.93 points the pre-
vious day.

A total of 559,550,615
shares valuing Rs20.208
billion were traded during
the day as compared to
352,738,992 shares valu-
ing Rs12.312 billion the
previous day.

As many as 441 compa-
nies  transacted their
shares in the stock market;
180 of them recorded
gains and 200 sustained
losses, whereas the share
price of 61 companies
remained unchanged.

The top three trading
companies were Pervez
Ahmed Co with
78,926,466 shares at Rs
1.50 per share, Fauji
Cement with 34,397,313
shares at Rs 22.79 per
share and  WorldCall
Telecom with 28,267,820

shares at Rs 1.32 per
share.
Sapphire Fibres

Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs 62.21
per share price, closing at
Rs 1,449.41 whereas the
runner-up was Hoechst
Pakistan Limited with a
Rs 38.33 rise in its per
share price to Rs 1,400.00.

Rafhan Maize Products
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum decrease of Rs
299.40 per share closing at
Rs 7,587.05, followed by
Nestle Pakistan Limited
with a Rs 292.91 decline
to close at Rs 6,995.33.

KCCI
appreciates
govt
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KARACHI (APP):
President Karachi
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI)

Iftikhar Ahmed Sheikh,
Friday, appreciated the
government for announc-
ing the status of Industry
to warehouses and logis-
tics which was widely
being demanded by the
business and industrial
community.

President KCCI, in a
statement issued, highly
appreciated resolve of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif towards creating
an enabling business
environment and said that
efforts being made by PM
Shehbaz Sharif have put
the country on a path to
economic progress and
prosperity which was
needed in the present era
of inflation and high cost
of doing business.

Keeping in view the
government seriousness
towards resolving the
issues being faced by the
business community, the
KCCI president hoped
that other issues particu-
larly energy tariffs will
also be given special
attention and relief in the
form of reduced electrici-
ty and gas tariffs will also
be announced which
would definitely promote
industrialization, bring
down inflation and boost
the exports.

Ambassador of Turkiye Mehmed Pacaci visits exhibition Centre at University of Agriculture

Faisalabad(UAF). — APP photo

first cherry shipment from
GB reaches in China

ASTORE (APP):
Assistant Director Trade
Development Authority
Gilgit-Baltistan, Nazir Ali
on Friday said that Gilgit-
Baltistan’s first cherry
shipment has reached
China, marking a signifi-

cant milestone in the
region’s  fruit export
industry.

According to Assistant
Director Trade
Development Authority
Gilgit-Baltistan, this
achievement has brought
joy to local farmers who
are expected to earn mil-
lions of rupees from the
export.

He said that this year
500 tons of cherries will

be exported to China,

generating substantial

revenue for the country.
The provincial govern-

ment has been working

hard to promote the
export of cherries and
other fruits from the

region, he said, adding
that the export of cherries
will not only benefit local

| farmers but also highlight

the importance of this
fruit in the region.

He expressed hope that
the region will become
economically stable
through such initiatives.
This achievement is a
result of the government’s
efforts to provide market
access to local farmers
and promote the region’s
fruit industry, he added.

. The successful export of

cherries is expected to
open up new opportuni-
ties for the region’s farm-
ers and contribute to the
country’s economy.

Pakistan’s exports to UK increase
by 2.31% in 10 months

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Pakistan’s export of goods
and services to the United
Kingdom (UK) witnessed
an increase of 2.31 percent
during the first ten months
of the current fiscal year
(2023-24) as compared to
the exports of the corre-
sponding period of last
year, State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) reported.
The overall exports to
the UK were recorded at
US $1.683 billion during
July-April (2023-24)
against exports of US
$1.645 billion during July-
April (2022-23), SBP data

revealed.

On a year-to-year basis,
the exports to the UK also
surged to $154.613 mil-
lion in April 2024 against
the export of $151.111
million in April 2023.

Meanwhile, on a
month-on-month  basis,
the exports to the UK
decreased by 13.39 per-
cent during April 2024 as
compared to the exports of
$178.517  million in
March 2024, the SBP data
revealed.

Overall Pakistan’s
exports to other countries
witnessed an increase of

10.64 percent in the first
ten months, from US
$23.199 billion to US
$25.669 billion, the SBP
data revealed.

On the other hand, the
imports from the UK into
the country during the
months under review were
recorded at US $695.909
million against  US
$512.171 million last year,
showing an increase of
35.87 percent in July-
April (2023-24).

On a year-on-year
basis, the imports for the
UK also increased to US
$43.003 million in April

2024, against the export of
US $31.875 million in
April 2023.

On a month-on-month
basis, the imports from the
UK into the country wit-
nessed a nominal decrease
of 2.21 percent during
April 2024, as compared
to the imports of US
$43.976 million during
March 2024, according to
the data.

The overall imports
into the country witnessed
a decrease of 5.27 per
cent, from $45.766 billion
to US $43.353 billion,
according to the data.

US job gains blow past expectations,
wage growth quickens

WASHINGTON (Reuters):
The U.S. economy created
far more jobs than expect-
ed in May and annual wage
growth reaccelerated,
underscoring the resilience
of the labor market and
reducing the likelihood the
Federal Reserve will be
able to start rate cuts in
September.

The Labor Department's
closely watched employ-
ment report on Friday also
showed the unemployment
rate ticked up to 4.0% from
3.9% in April, reaching a
symbolic threshold below
which the jobless rate had
previously held for 27
straight months.

The unexpectedly strong
report made plain that
while the labor market has
softened around the edges
in recent months, its still-
solid performance is set to
keep the Fed on the side-
lines and taking its time in
deciding when to begin
lowering borrowing costs.

Financial markets
slashed the odds of a
September rate cut, reduc-
ing the probability to about
55% from about 70%
before the report, based on
rate futures contracts.

The unexpectedly strong
report made plain that
while the labor market has
softened around the edges
in recent months, its still-
solid performance is set to
keep the Fed on the side-
lines and taking its time in
deciding when to begin
lowering borrowing costs.

Financial markets
slashed the odds of a
September rate cut, reduc-
ing the probability to about
55% from about 70%
before the report, based on
rate futures contracts.

The healthcare sector
added 68,000 jobs, spread
across ambulatory health-
care services, hospitals,
nursing and residential care
facilities. It continued to
lead employment gains as
companies seek to boost

staffing levels after losing
workers during the pan-
demic.

Government  payrolls
increased by 43,000 posi-
tions. Employment in the
leisure and hospitality sec-
tor rose by 42,000 jobs,
with slightly more than
half that total coming from
employment in food serv-
ices and drinking places.

Professional and busi-
ness services hired 32,000
more workers, driven by
management, scientific and
technical consulting servic-
es and architectural and
engineering-related servic-
es. Social assistance and
retail hiring also trended up
last month. There were
small job losses at depart-
ment stores and home fur-
nishings retailers.

The U.S. central bank is
expected to leave its
benchmark overnight inter-
est rate unchanged at its
meeting next week in the
current 5.25%-5.50%
range, where it has been
since last July.

Average hourly earnings
rose 0.4% after increasing
0.2% in April. Wages
increased 4.1% in the 12
months through May fol-
lowing an  upwardly
revised 4.0% annual rise
the prior month. Wage
growth in a 3.0%-3.5%
range is seen as consistent
with the Fed's 2% inflation
target.

The average workweek
was unchanged at 34.3
hours.

The U.S. central bank is
closely monitoring labor
market conditions and eco-
nomic growth to ensure it
doesn't keep rates too high
for too long and overcool
the economy as it tries to
return inflation back to its
2% target.

Overall economic output
in the first quarter grew at
the slowest rate in nearly
two years and other data so
far in the current quarter,
aside from monthly pay-

rolls growth and inflation,
on balance has been weak-
er than expected.

Data earlier this week
showed job  openings
declined in April and the
number of available jobs
per job-seeker reached its
lowest level since June

2021.
Some economists ques-
tioned the divergence

between the strong job
gains and the rise in the
unemployment rate. The
two figures are derived
from separate surveys
within the report.
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COURT

NOTICE

SWAT

Inthe courtof sidrajalal civil judge-lll/
lllaga Qazi Matta swat .case #148/1.
Institution 023. Next Hearing date
15/06/2024. Zarawar khan VS Hair's
Muhammad khan. Notice to
defendant.(2/8) Arshad Ali (2/9)
faisal khan sons Haji Nawab (3/1/1)
Mst. Zamzama(3/1/1) farman
ali.(3/1/3)Hayat Ali (3/1/4) Ehsan Ali
(3/1/5) Toufiiq Ali sons (3/1/6) Mst.
Holia bibi(3/1/7) Mst. Noora bibi
daughter (3/2) Shah wazir (3/1/1)
Mst. Sultan Begum (widow)(3/1/2)
Shah kamal (3/1/3) zia-ul- Islam
(sons)(3/2/4) Mst. Bibi Rabia(3/1/5)
Mst. Bakht Mahal(4/1/6) Mst.
Saeeda (3/1/7) Mst. Afsana
(3/1/8)Mst. Najma (3/1/9) Mst
shehla (3/1/10) Mst. Aymen daughter
(3/5) Mst Raham qais(3/6) Mst. Zoora
bibi daughter (4/1/1) sajad (4/1/2)
Usman(4/2/3) Muslim (4/1/4) Mst.
Nizakat(4/2/5) Mst. Asma (4/2/6)
Mst. Safia (4/1/7) Mst. Shimaa
(4/1/8) Mst. Amna (4/2) Muhammad
zaib khan (4/3) sultan zaib khan(4/4)
Mst. Jameela (5/1) Ameer Hatam
(5/2) Gul dama(5/3) Zarakht(6/1)
Shabagh (6/2) Bakht Rehbar (6/3)
Muhammad sabir( Mst Shahibzadgai
daughter Ghulam Akbarr/o Bara Drush
khela tehsil matta district Swat. In
above mentioned case the respondent
can’t be served in the ordinary way, itis
therefore proclaimed that if said
respondents will not appear personally
or through dually authorized agent or
pleader in the court at 8:00 am dated

ficElS

15/06/2024. ex-parte proceeding
will be held against the mentioned
respondents under my hand and seal of

this court.

PUBLIC
NOTICES
|0 [ErS EN—H
175 3F-2 8 ey v uy
oo L A 0.L 2 KDA22 )
41T Aayd;lv;,ﬁ’..‘ufuéﬁ._«h;g,(;ﬁ’éd J";
£ itad St e LS
G4 £ AT S S
n/wc./n!mffu? AUy
Ldl’)ia"i/) Jf’i//‘ﬂ(f_,umﬁgu’é
ALW):/JW/JVUMLLJ{@E‘IBMK
d)ﬁé" J“fm,ﬁ,@féwwmww
J 84,435 méaﬁyd#f;
u;n < /19-02-20245290
w%(_,;a 2 S A e F
u/a,umﬂ ,ﬁd;?,.t/ué/&muw}w,n
5 ) ,l‘f’d/lee.._«/ﬁ,abhﬂ “/JV(' JJ’"/ gl
5,724/ UAD .,Li,ymw.ﬁmsin
sl s e iy ). /M/ ealak 4 »
ks 7 /bL)nd;L‘ia,Ly&L/Lfﬁ/’f/(LL
,&J{J,wmdfutm,r,s’uL;/,vi/ruL
«v&fé}lﬁ'u’é)%ﬁ/‘dd’/{/’)-

Ve Lot oy
um,‘:.ﬁué.,;/KDA 27
&f’ /’f&l._d / Ard/locwb".ﬁub;&aéi JJ‘;
ulu/,z.Auuu[?‘;rim(:’,m/wl/uz,u
. ALJ&/M)I/bJ 7 ddghd@gb
do/:f" uhbu‘&.adzl/(ur‘iuJ/) l// &L{ulg
AMMM#AIW&LW/C/JWJ/&.«UMQL
=2 /x../.f?dvga'é‘ JJ‘%}M)’A}IA
08-05- 202@936/% 445455643501

/15-04- 2024;»//36/»,& paas 59/.Vj,,u
u‘i( dﬂmﬂ/‘dﬁ/ﬂf r/'u')'u(y (7}
ki it S s rum(‘/.,na
L..aft,atlm jd’gf) Lfr ub) diwftulﬁrgﬂ 124
UADAAT_E4) 1 it £ pA53nCh 0 LSl
Vlj:uuﬂlﬁa);vl}‘!«u ):U/J///}l’d/fc_%[
wy ﬁ&)yzdﬁﬂ;@»&tﬁﬂﬂ/rréwb

e 8 S0 o i K2 o S0k L
-4:®wwwfwﬁw




9 The Frontier Post

Sports

Saturday, June 08, 2024

PBBF

announces trials

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan
Basketball
Federation (PBBF)
has announced one-
day trials for the
selection of  the
Pakistan basketball
team to compete in
the 6th Asian Indoor
and Martial Arts
Games-2024 in the
3x3 format (Men).
The trials will be
held on June 28,
2024, at 4:00 PM at
the Government
College University
Basketball Courts in
Lahore. The affiliated
units of PBBF have
been directed to nom-
inate budding, talent-
ed and wupcoming
players for the trials.
The nominated
sportsperson must be
below the age of 23
years on Dec 31,
2024. The National
Basketball Training
Camp will be spon-
sored by the Pakistan
Sports Board. The
qualified coaches
will impart training
to the players. PBBF
is also exploring pos-
sibilities that selected
team also undertake
training cum compe-
titions tour of neigh-
bouring countries
before participation
in the Indoor Games.
Additionally, PBBF
is also in process that
this team must have
international expo-
sure and match tem-
perament to get bene-
fit of home ground
and crowd to clinch
Gold in the next
South Asian Games
being hosted by
Pakistan in 2025.

Sri Lanka
complain to ICC

COLOMBO (AFP):
Sri Lanka said Friday
they have complained
to the International
Cricket Council over
their T20 World Cup
team's treatment and
conditions in co-host
the United States.
The sports minister
Harin Fernando
alleged other teams
had it better and said
Sri Lanka had lodged
a formal protest after
the squad was held
up by a seven-hour
flight delay at a
Florida airport. He
said Sri Lanka had
also been given
accommodation more
than 90 minutes'
drive from the prac-
tice stadium when
they reached New
York. He said India's
team had been put up
much closer. Sri
Lanka lost to South
Africa by six wickets
in their opening
match on Monday in
New  York. "Sri
Lanka Cricket has
complained to the
ICC," Fernando told
parliament.
"Different countries
are being treated dif-
ferently. We have
called for an explana-
tion from the organis-
ers of the tourna-
ment." Sri Lanka's
sports ministry has
dispatched an officer
to the United States
to look into the wel-
fare of the team,
Fernando added. AFP
has contacted the
ICC for comment.
Opposition  leader
Sajith Premadasa
said Sri Lanka's par-
liament was united in
its upset over the
supposed conditions.
"We stand against
this injustice, we
should not allow
this," he said. Angelo
Mathews, a former
skipper and current
member of  Sri
Lanka's T20 squad,
told local broadcaster
Ada Derana TV the
past few days had
been "most challeng-
ing". "Practice facili-
ties are not good.
Wickets are not good.
Last four to five days
have been very chal-
lenging for us," he
said. "We had to can-
cel practices because
a flight was delayed.
"We are not going to
use this as an excuse,
we are a team that
has won despite
obstacles. We want to
put all this behind us
and do well at the
next match." Their
next game is against
Bangladesh on
Saturday.

——

NEW YORK: Canada players

celebrate Andy Balbirnie's dismissal.

Babar admits USA outsmart
Pakistan in all departments

LAHORE (APP): Captain Babar
Azam has said that the USA team out-
smarted experienced Pakistan contin-
gent in all departments and won the
match in the super over at the Grand

Prairie Stadium, Dallas.

In the post-match press conference,
said
Mohammad Amir is an experienced
bowler who knew how to bowl in a
super over situation but the USA bats-
men were smart in pinching seven runs
off the wide balls, adding that the fact
put the US team ahead in the super over.

Though Pakistan, the 3rd ranked
ICC T20I team before the match, failed
in all departments but the frustration
was visible which permeated during
the super over among the bowlers and
the fielders especially wicket-keeper
Mohammad
Amir bowled too many wide deliveries
while the USA batters pinched singles

the Pakistan captain

Mohammad Rizwan.

from the wicket-keeper.

The ground fielding was equally
poor. Pakistan had set a target of 160
for the USA team and looked to have
won match before Haris Rauf conced-
ed 14 runs in the last over of the
match to push the match into a super
over. The USA batsmen, taking
advantage of the seemingly frustrated
team Pakistan, post 18 runs in the
super over which Pakistan batsmen
could not overhaul and lost miserably.

To a question, Babar Azam admit-

that

ted that the team failed to execute
plans and failed in all departments be
it middle order batting, bowling or
fielding. ‘As a batting unit, the bats-
men need to step up and do well in
the middle overs and the death overs,’
the T20I top run scorer responded.

Babar, to a query, said that the
bowling was below par as the bowlers
did not take wickets with the new ball
while the spinners failed to make any
impact in the middle overs, adding
that though the bowlers made some
recovery after the first 10 overs but
the credit must go to the USA batsmen
for finishing the game in style.

On losing to associate team in the
ICC events, Babar said “it does not
matter you are playing an associate or
a full member team, any team may
beat you on the day if the plans are
not executed by the team.” Babar
confessed the plans were not being
executed by the team as a whole.

On lack of preparations due to
weather, Babar said that the weather
did not hinder their preparations,
adding that they had prepared well
for the fixture. “Weather also did not
impact the result of the match,”
Babar added. On the pitch condi-
tions, Babar Azam said the first six
overs were tough for batting as the
bowl stuck in the pitch and swung,
adding that they further lost the
momentum by losing three wickets

bowlers

Shah

in the power-play. He said It was dif-
ficult to score runs in the first half of
the innings due to the pitch condi-
tions, adding that he and Shadab
Khan made a recovery through a
good partnership but the back to
back wickets turned the momentum
in the team USA’s favor once again.
Babar was candid in admitting that
they played bad cricket on the day.
About toss being a deciding factor
in day matches at the ICC T20 World
Cup in the USA, the skipper, who
looked somewhat subdued by the
defeat, said the pitches will always
have ‘juice’ in first six over of the day
matches,
bowlers exploited the conditions to
their advantage in the early part of the
Pakistan innings. However, he was of
the opinion that the pitch settled
down in latter part of the innings.
“Pakistan bowlers did not bowl in
the right areas in the second innings
although help was there in the pitch
for them as well,” Babar remarked.
About plans in the last two overs
of the USA innings, he said the

adding that the USA

were required to bowl

Yorkers to the opposition batsmen.

Babar Azam rued the fact that the
Pakistan pace battery of Shaheen
Afridi,
Mohammad Amir and Haris Rauf
failed to defend the total given their
reputation and experience.

Naseem  Shah,

Portugal’s SL Benfica,
Pakistan Football League team
up to boost sports economy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Portugal’s national football
club SL Benfica has
announced partnership with
the  Pakistan  Football
League (PFL) Pearl Project
to develop professional
football and boost the sports
economy in Pakistan.

SL Benfica, as the official
partner of PFL, a pioneering
initiative to develop profes-
sional football in Pakistan
and stimulate the country’s
football economy, will
impart technical expertise to
coaches and players, signifi-
cantly advancing football in
the region. With support
from government officials,
this initiative aims to inspire
a new generation of foot-
ballers and fans in the region.

Benfica representatives
are currently in Pakistan for
prominent  events  in
Islamabad, Lahore, and
Karachi. SL Benfica stated
that this partnership places
the club at the forefront of
football expansion in a
nation with a population of
approximately 250 million.

They attended the formal
launch of PFL in Lahore on
4th June — attended by the
likes of Michael Owen,
Emile Heskey, Pascal
Chimbonda and  Raiil
Rodriguez. The global dele-
gation held meetings with
the senior government min-
isters who offered full sup-
port to the football initiative.

“June marks the launch of
the Pakistan Football League,
a project with the potential of
250 million inhabitants com-
mitted to launching a football
league. Benfica has been
invited to present itself as the
league’s technical partner to
support its teams, coaches
and players. As leaders in
identifying and developing
players, we had to accept this
challenge. This project is
another historic moment for
Benfica, as we will be collab-
orating with an international
league for the first time”, said
Miguel Reis, SL Benfica’s
Operations Coordinator for
Global Expansion.

“For Benfica, this repre-

sents another great project
with a huge responsibility,
igniting a passion for sport
in children and guiding
them towards clubs to com-
mence playing in a more
structured and professional
manner. Our goal is to facil-
itate the simultaneous devel-
opment of young athletes
and coaches, fundamentally
transforming the football
landscape in the country.

Our distinct methodologi-
cal approach will be har-
nessed for the benefit of the
league and the clubs, with
Benfica potentially becoming
the driving force in shaping
the future of football in
Pakistan. We are also excited
about the upcoming global
campaign ‘One Ball One
Smile’, which will bring
smiles to the faces of count-
less children by providing
them with footballs. This ini-
tiative will not only empower
them to play football in their
communities but will also
nurture the grassroots of foot-
ball worldwide”, explained
Davide Gomes, technical
coordinator for international
projects at SL Benfica.

This partnership not only
recognizes Benfica’s global
reach and expertise but also
marks a significant milestone
in the evolution of football in
Pakistan. With SL Benfica’s
support, the  Pakistan
Football League aims to
inspire a new generation of
footballers and fans, taking
the game to new heights in
the region. The Portuguese
club will be the central incu-
bator of the league and the
entity that will ensure that
standards in football devel-
opment are maintained.

Benfica will lay the
foundations for success by
training local coaching staff
and offering annual training
masterclasses in Lisbon for
local players, with the pos-
sibility of joining the acad-
emy if they prove to be
exceptional talents.

As part of this collabora-
tion, Benfica has organized a
special exhibition to show-
case the club’s history, featur-
ing selected items from the
Benfica Museum. This exhi-
bition is being displayed dur-
ing the launch events, under-
lining the club’s commitment
to fostering a deep connec-
tion with Pakistan’s growing
football community.

“I'm proud to be
Pakistan’s Global Football
Ambassador. I  visited
Pakistan two years ago and
was impressed by the pas-
sion and interest people have
in football here. I am very
excited about the future and
am fully available to con-
tribute to the development of
football in Pakistan”, said
Michael Owen during the
PFL launch event.

“We are here to discover
the best talent. Football has
millions of fans around the
world, and we want to pro-
vide opportunities for our
players to showcase their tal-
ent. From the northern areas
of Pakistan, Chaman and
Karachi, there is raw talent
everywhere. I'm grateful to
the international delegations
who came here. Together
with the international dele-
gates and world football stars
involved, we will work out
strategies to improve foot-
ball”, said Ahmar Kanwar,
president and CEO of PFL.

Alcaraz outduels
Sinner to reach
French Open final

PARIS (AFP): Carlos
Alcaraz beat incoming world
number one Jannik Sinner 2-
6, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 on Friday
to reach the French Open
final and continue his bid for
a third Grand Slam title.

Alcaraz, 21, will play
fourth seed Alexander
Zverev or two-time Roland
Garros runner-up Casper
Ruud on Sunday after
becoming the youngest
man to reach Grand Slam
finals on all three surfaces.

"It's one of the toughest
matches I've played for
sure," said Alcaraz.

"The toughest I've
played in my short career
have been against Jannik. I
hope to play many, many
more like this." "You have
to find the joy in suffering,"
the Spaniard added.

Alcaraz has won both of
his two previous major
finals -- at Wimbledon last
year and the 2022 US
Open. Victory on Sunday
would see him head to the
Australian  Open  next
January seeking a career
Grand Slam. Both Alcaraz
and Sinner arrived in Paris
under an injury cloud,
gradually finding their best
level over the course of the
tournament to set up a
meeting billed as the match
"everybody wants to see".

The ninth chapter of an
enthralling rivalry destined
to shape the future of the
sport was the youngest
Grand Slam semi-final
pairing since Andy Murray
beat Rafael Nadal at the
2008 US Open.

It was their first Grand
Slam meeting since a spec-
tacular five-set quarter-
final two years ago in New
York, and while perhaps
not as exhilarating this one
was no less gripping.

Alcaraz, who was ham-
pered badly by cramp in
last year's semi-final loss
to Novak Djokovic, had
said that playing Sinner
was like running a
marathon, and it was the
Spaniard doing much of
the chasing early.

Sinner pinned Alcaraz
on the back foot straight
away as he broke in the
very first game.

Canada shock
Ireland for first win
at a T20 World Cup

NEW YORK (Agencies):
Ireland were left on the
brink of elimination from
the T20 World Cup after
they slumped to a 12-run
defeat to tournament debu-
tants Canada.

Nicholas Kirton’s 35-ball
49 helped Canada post a
respectable 137-7, the high-
est score at this ground in
New York since the tourna-
ment began properly.

The dependable Barry
McCarthy (2-24) was the
pick of the Irish bowlers but
they struggled to find any
real momentum with the bat.
Between the sixth and 15th
overs of their reply Ireland
failed to hit a single bound-
ary as their innings stalled.

From a perilous posi-
tion of 59-6 in the 13th
over an Irish victory
seemed unlikely  but
George Dockrell and Mark
Adair gave them faint
hope with a stand of 62 for
the sixth wicket. However,
with 17 required off the
last over Adair (34) skied
one and was caught leav-
ing Dockrell (30 not out)

with too much to do as
Jeremy Gordon (2-16)
calmly closed out the
game for the Canadians.

Ireland must now win
their remaining two games —
against Pakistan and the
USA — and hope results else-
where go their way.
Canada’s victory was their
biggest in an International
Cricket Council tournament
since a win over Bangladesh
at the 2003 World Cup.

Bad day in the Big Apple
for the Irish

The USA’s shock victory
over Pakistan in Texas has
blown this group right open
giving extra significance to
this match, especially for Irish
hopes of reaching the Super
8s. The much-scrutinised
pitch at the New York stadi-
um had all the grass taken off
it and was rolled as late as
possible by groundsperson
Damian Hough.

In front of a sparse, but
perhaps higher-than-expect-
ed, crowd of 5,153 Paul
Stirling understandably
bowled first but it played
sufficiently well for the

Canadians to post a defend-
able total. Barbados-born
Kirton, a former West Indies
U109 player, played nicely as
Canada hit 13 fours and two
sixes in their innings.

One over from the experi-
enced Craig Young (2-32)
was dispatched for 16 by
Kirton including two sixes
thwacked down the ground.
Wicketkeeper Shreyas
Movva again played a
lower-order cameo with 37
from 36 balls. Ireland’s bat-
ting looked undercooked in
their emphatic defeat to
India and they lost key wick-
ets here partly thanks to
some smart bowling, partly
through poor shot selection.

Stirling top-edged a pull
while Harry Tector was
bowled by a beauty which
straightened from left-arm
spinner Saad Bin Zafar.
Lorcan Tucker needlessly
ran himself out. Adair and
Dockrell momentarily had
the Irish fans believing,
but it was a case of not
enough six in the city after
those 54 boundary-less
balls proved costly.

Shaheen Shah Afridi

nominated for ICC Player
of the Month award

DUBAI (Monitoring Desk):
The International Cricket
Council (ICC) on Friday
revealed the nominees for
the ICC Player of the Month
awards, with Pakistan star
pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi
among the contenders.

The ICC Men’s Player of
the Month contenders fea-
ture three familiar faces
competing at the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup in
the USA and West Indies.

Pakistan pacer Shaheen
Shah Afridi enjoyed a prolif-
ic wicket-taking month in his
side’s T20I tours of Ireland
and England last month.

Similarly, Gudakesh
Motie of the West Indies
earns a nomination after his
Player of the Series exploits
in their whitewash series
triumph over South Africa.

ICC Men’s Player of the
Month Nominees for May:

Shaheen Shah Afridi
(PAK)

Pakistan’s  frontline
pacer is nominated for the
second successive month
after another blistering
spell of fast bowling in
May. Shaheen Shah Afridi
took ten wickets in his
five T20I contests during
the month, which includ-

ed three consecutive
three-wicket hauls.

Spells of three for 49
and three for 14 against
Ireland helped Pakistan
overturn a series deficit to
win in Dublin, before the
24-year-old followed up
with three for 36 against
England in Birmingham.
The three-time nominee
has never won a Men’s
Player of the Month award
but has a strong case to
claim his maiden prize.

Gudakesh Motie (WI)

The West Indies’ left-
arm spinner enjoyed plenty
of success in the home
series against South Africa
in May, taking eight wick-
ets across three matches at
an average of 8.50, as the
hosts sealed a statement 3-0
victory in Jamaica.

Motie took three for 25
in the opening contest to
restrict the tourists’ chase
and he backed that per-
formance up with another
impressive spell of three for
22 to stifle the middle order
in the second fixture.

Another two wickets in
the final match turned the
tide in favour of the hosts
once more and allowed the
29-year-old to claim the
Player of the Series accolade.

Lorcan Tucker (IRE)

The wicketkeeper-batter
aims to become the first
Irish winner of the Men’s
Player of the Month award
since Harry Tector in May
2023, and is nominated
thanks to explosive run-
scoring feats during a busy
month of international
competition.

Tucker top-scored for
Ireland in the second and
third matches against
Pakistan with successive
quickfire scores of 51 and
73, and carried that
momentum into the tri-
series against Scotland and
Netherlands, hitting 40 and
55 as Ireland sealed confi-
dence boosting wins ahead
of their ICC Men’s T20
World Cup campaign.

Akram lambasts Pakistan
over ‘‘pathetic performance’

DALLAS (Monitoring
Desk): Legendary pacer
Wasim  Akram  termed
Pakistan’s performance
“pathetic” as they succumbed
to a shock loss in their ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2024
campaign opener against the
United States of America
(USA) on Thursday.

Akram, while speaking to
an Indian channel, did not
mince his words in criticis-
ing the national team’s per-
formance before praising the
associate nation for playing
well in tense situations.

“Pathetic performance.
They were playing against
the USA. I was confident,
that Pakistani supporters
were confident that they
would win but credit to the
USA for the way they played
their cricket,” stated Akram.

“The first innings, the
second innings when they
came out to chase and then
of course the Super Over. |
mean 19 runs in Super
Overs is like getting 36
runs in an over. So well
done USA,” he added.

Akram also predicted
that the Babar Azam-led
Pakistan would struggle to
qualify for the Super 8s,
given the current situation
of Group A.

“Pakistan will struggle
from here onwards to qual-
ify for the Super 8s because
they have to play India and
two other good teams too.”

Wasim Akram also high-
lighted the turning point of
the match before pointing
out the errors, the national
team made. “I think turning
point of the game... was
the way they got early
wickets. They had one little
partnership between
Shadab and Babar and then
nobody looked comfort-

able. The fielding was aver-
age, overall cricket was
very average by Pakistan.

“Winning and losing is a
part of it, we all know it but
till the last ball, show some
fight, put some dives.
Catches are being dropped,
wickets are tough to get. So
yeah, it was a bad day for
Pakistan I suppose,” Akram
concluded. Former champi-
ons Pakistan had a disas-
trous start to their T20 World
Cup 2024 campaign as they
endured a shock loss against
the USA in the Super Over
as they failed to chase down
the 19-run target.

Senior pacer
Mohammad Amir bowled
the Super Over for Pakistan
and conceded 18 runs. In
response, the Green Shirts
only managed 13/1.

Former cricketers lash
out at Pakistan after shock
loss against USA:
Legendary Pakistan crick-
eters Inzamam-ul-Hagq,
Wagqgar Younis and Shahid
Afridi lashed out at the
national team following
their upset defeat against the
United States of America
(USA) in the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2024.

Pakistan endured a five-
run defeat against the co-
hosts in the Super Over as
they failed to chase down
the 19-run target. Senior
pacer Mohammad Amir
bowled the Super Over for
Pakistan and conceded 18
runs. In response, the Green
Shirts only managed 13/1.

Reacting to the defeat on
his YouTube channel, for-
mer captain Inzamam-ul-
Haq stated the team is head-
ing towards a “downfall”.
“Babar Azam and company
should sit down and think
about the kind of cricket

they are playing. But, look-
ing at our cricket and selec-
tion, I think our cricket is
headed towards downfall,”
the former right-hander said.

Legendary all-rounder
Shahid Afridi, on the other
hand, raised questions over
the team’s strategies in cru-
cial situations.

“They made a huge mis-
take by opting for Iftikhar
instead of Fakhar to play
the first ball of the super
over. The left-arm fast
bowler would have suited
Fakhar because of the
angle of the bowling. I
don’t know who told
Iftikhar to face the left-
armer,” Afridi said on his
YouTube channel.

Afridi also questioned
Mohammad Amir’s per-
formance in the Super
Over. “Mohammad Amir
bowled really well during
the match and I thought that
they will go with in the
super over as well. But he
conceded a lot of extras in
the super over which also
didn’t help Pakistan’s
cause,” stated Afridi.

“He is experienced and
knows how to bowl york-
ers. The ball was reversing
as well which is why I
think he shouldn’t have
given away so many runs,”
he added. On the other
hand, legendary pacer
Wagar Younis termed the
USA’s  victory  over
Pakistan historic and
asserted that the national
team looked “helpless”.

“USA grounded
Pakistan in their opening
game. History’s been reg-
istered. Pakistan looked
exhausted and helpless in
the field. Congrats USA
for a thumping victory,”
Wagar tweeted.
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Commissioner
visits ICT offices

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) Chief
Commissioner,
Muhammad Ali
Randhawa on Friday
conducted surprise
inspections across vari-
ous offices under his
jurisdiction and issued
directives to the officials
to observe punctuality in
dispensing their duties.
During his visit, the chief
commissioner reviewed
the attendance of officers
and staff, and strictly
warned them to ensure
punctual conduct other-
wise stern action would
be taken against them,
said a press release. He
also engaged with the
general public and visi-
tors besides issuing direc-
tives to the authorities
concerned to promptly
address their concerns
and reservations to
refrain from adding more
to their miseries and diffi-
culties for ensuring
smooth functioning.

Two bike
lifters arrested

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police claimed to have
arrested two bike lifters
and street criminals dur-
ing raid launched against
the criminals on Friday.
Police in an operation
recovered three stolen
motorcycles and other
items from the posses-
sion of outlaws, said a
Police spokesman here.
He said that a team under
the supervision of SHO,
Dhamial Police Station
managed to nab two bike
lifters namely Owais and
Farhan and recovered
three stolen motorcycles
and other essential items
from their possession.
The accused were shifted
to jail for further investi-
gation. A case has been
registered against the
accused for further inter-

rogation. Meanwhile,
Superintendent of Police,
Saddar, Muhammad

Nabeel said that accom-
plices and facilitators of
the accused would also
be sent behind the bars.

DG PHA visits

nurseries

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Director General (DG)
Parks and Horticulture
Authority (PHA)
Rawalpindi, Ahmed
Hasan Ranjha on Friday
visited nurseries and
parks in Murree. The DG
issued directives regard-
ing plantation, green
belts, flood lights, rope
lights and pole planters.
During the visit, the DG
reviewed the nurseries,
public parks and recre-
ational facilities. DG said
that PHA Rawalpindi is
committed to provide
quality  entertainment
facilities to the citizens
as per the special instruc-
tions issued by Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam
Nawaz. He instructed the
authorities concerned to

utilize all available
resources for the
improvement of the

parks. The DG visited
the areas of Jhika Gali,
Upper Jhika Gali Road,
Fourth Chowk Road,
Government House
Road, Bagh Shaheedan
Road and other areas. He
also inspected hanging
baskets, plantations, pole
planters, rope lights
erected at roadsides and
PHA Murree nurseries.

Unhealthy food

causing illnesses

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Director Punjab Food
Operations (PFO) Asif
Igbal Friday said that
the reckless use of agri-
cultural chemicals, use
of sewerage water for
irrigating the crops and
contamination of food
with harmful substances
are the main causes of
spreading of the dis-
eases. According to a
private news channel,
he said the food con-
taminated with chemi-
cals' availability should
be checked in the mar-
ket for the general pub-
lic. Asif Igbal claimed
that food quality was
compromised in the
absence of a cold supply
chain in Punjab howev-
er the Punjab Food
Authority works to
pledge a nutritious food
supply chain shift from
farm to table. According
to the World Health
Organization, compro-
mised diet had caused
over 200 diseases.

BISP plays crucial
role in women
empowerment: Rubina

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), Rubina
Khalid Friday said that BISP
was playing crucial role in
the economic empowerment
of women.

Speaking during a
meeting with the Speaker
National Assembly, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, the chairper-
son reiterated her commit-
ment to serve the margin-
alized segments of society
through the programme.

Ayaz Sadiq extended
his heartfelt congratula-
tions to Rubina Khalid on
assuming her new role as
Chairperson of BISP.

“BISP is dedicated to
provide essential support to
the most vulnerable com-

munities, particularly focus-
ing on the economic
empowerment of women”,
she said. She said that steps
were being taken to enhance
the programme's outreach
and impact to ensure that no
one was left behind.

Rubina Khalid briefed
the speaker about the
ongoing and recently
launched initiatives of
BISP.

The speaker expressed
his support for the pro-
gramme and  wished
Rubina Khalid success in
her endeavors.

"The BISP is vital for
the socio-economic uplift
of marginalized communi-
ties and I wish for its con-
tinued success under the
leadership of  Rubina
Khalid" he stated.

Later, Central
Additional General
Secretary of Pakistan

Peoples Party, Engineer
Mohammad Humayun
Khan met Rubina Khalid
at the BISP headquarters.

The discussion was held
with focus on the issues
faced by women benefici-
aries of BISP in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa related to
the stipend disbursement
and the provision of neces-
sary facilities.

Rubina Khalid assured
General Secretary PPP
that all problems faced by
the beneficiaries would be
promptly addressed.

“Our priority is to
ensure that every woman
in need receives the sup-
port she deserves without
any delays," she added.

Gillani for formation of
Senate Standing Committees

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani on
Friday directed that the
issue regarding the forma-
tion of Senate Standing
Committees would be
resolved immediately to
ensure the committees can
play their roles effectively.

He was chairing the
House Business Advisory
Committee (HBAC) which
discussed in detail the leg-

islative business to be
transacted during the
339th Session of the
Senate.

Moreover, the session
will address other impor-
tant issues. The HBAC
decided that the current
session would continue
until June 21, 2024.

The  meeting was
attended by  Deputy
Chairman Senate Senator
Syedal Khan, Leader of

the Opposition Syed Shibli
Faraz, Senator Sherry
Rehman, Senator Irfan ul
Hagq Siddiqui, Senator Atta
ur Rehman, Senator Jan
Muhammad, Senator
Manzoor Ahmad Kakar,
Senator Kamil Ali Agha,
Senator Hidayatullah
Khan, Minister for Law
and Justice Muhammad
Azam Nazir Tarar and
Secretary Senate Syed
Hasnain Haider.

Minister assures to provide
scholarships to deserving students

ISLAMABAD (PPD)
Minister for Education
and Professional
Training Dr. Khalid
Magbool Siddiqui has
assured to give scholar-
ships to deserving stu-
dents from all provinces.

He was presiding over
a meeting of the Board of
Directors of Pakistan
Education Endowment
Fund in Islamabad today.

He expressed hope
that PEEF will ensure to
provide education to all
deserving students irre-
spective of their back-
ground. On this occa-
sion, the Board approved

approximately one bil-
lion rupees annual budg-
et for PEEF.

It was also decided to
hire a full time CEO to
fortify the performance
of organization. On June
3, the University of
Oxford has agreed to
provide scholarships to

students from
Balochistan, under the
Benazir Scholarship
Program.

The agreement, in this
connection, was signed
between Oxford
University and the gov-
ernment of Balochistan,
with Chief Minister Mir

Sarfaraz ~ Bugti  and
Malala Yousafzai, the
global ambassador for
girls’ education, in atten-
dance.

Under this program,
talented students from
Balochistan will receive
full scholarships to pur-
sue higher education at
Oxford University, one
of the world’s most pres-
tigious institutions, said
the handout issued by
press secretary to chief
minister Balochistan.

The program aims to
provide access to quality
education and empower
the youth of Balochistan.

ISLAMABAD: Visitors keenly observes the on displayed artworks during
an Art exhibition at Gallery 6. —APP Photo

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Benazir Income

Py
Support Programme Mrs. Rubina Khalid in a meeting

with Central Additional General Secretary PPP Engineer Mohammad Humayun Khan at BISP HQs.

Summer
vacations

announced

ISLAMABAD (PPI) The
Federal Directorate of
Education (FDE) Friday
announced summer vaca-
tions in all private and pub-
lic Islamabad schools.

According  to  the
announcement, summer
vacations for all education-
al institutions within the
Islamabad Capital Territory
will begin on June 10 and
last until July 31.

“The competent authori-
ty i.e, the Secretary
Ministry  of  Federal
Education and Professional
Training is pleased to
announce that summer
vacations for all the educa-
tional institutions working
under the ambit of Federal
Directorate of Education
shall commence from 10-
06-2024 till 31-07-2024
and schools/colleges will
reopen on 01-08-2024,” the
notification stated.

Earlier, the Sindh
Education Department also
announced summer holi-
days in all private and pub-
lic sector schools, colleges.

According to the notifi-
cation issued here, summer
holidays in all public and
private institutions in Sindh
will be observed from June
1 to July 31. Prior to this,
the Punjab government
announced early summer
holidays for all public and
private schools due to the
prevailing heatwave.

According to a notifica-
tion, all government and
private schools in Punjab
will be closed from May 25
till August 15.

IRSA releases
295,600

cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus
River System Authority
(IRSA) on Friday released
295,600 cusecs water from
various rim stations with
inflow of 279,500 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at

' Tarbela Dam was 1462.87

feet and was 64.87 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 188,600
cusecs and 185,000 cusecs
respectively. The water
level in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was 1188.45
feet, which was 138.45
feet higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of
water was recorded 55,800
cusecs and 55,000 cusecs
respectively.

Passport policy for women amendable
under IHC orders: Pirzada

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for Housing and
Works Riaz Hussain Pirzada
on Friday informed the
Senate that the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) in its rul-
ing had directed the respon-
dents to ensure consultative
process for amending the
passport policy for married
and divorced women.

He was responding to
the calling attention notice
of Senator Samina Mumtaz
Zehri  of  Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) draw-
ing the attention of the
Interior Minister towards a
statement of the Director
General Passport and
Immigration regarding the
proposed amendment to
introduce an ‘ex-husband
category’ in the passport
data for divorced women.

The minister read out the
court’s decision, which stat-
ed that there was no reason
“for adjudication of the
question involved in the

matter can conveniently be
disposed of in the following
term. “It is expected that the
respondent number 2 would
complete the consultative
process and remain logisti-
cally ready to make requi-
site amends in the format-
ting details of the passport
giving options to the women
to retain their father’s name
or CNIC or passport within
three months of the passing
of this order.

“It is pertinent to
observe that the govern-
ment shall ensure synchro-
nization of the record of
NADRA (National
Database Registration
Authority), Passport and
Immigration Department.”

The minister said as per
the court’s decision the mat-
ter raised by Senator Samina
Mumtaz Zehri should be
referred to the standing com-
mittee concerned to fulfill
the consultative process.
Senator Samina Zehri, on her

calling attention notice, high-
lighted that mentioning the
ex-husband’s name in the
category of the passport to
declare the parentage of a
child borne by a divorcee
woman was against the
NADRA’s provision to retain
the name of the father on her
Computerized National
Identity Card (CNIC).

She claimed that the DG
Passport’s statement was a
sheer violation of the
Constitution and discrimi-
nation towards women,
who after divorce faced
societal pressures. “This
policy is redundant, and
against international norms
and the global passport
index, and should be with-
drawn,” Ms Zehri said.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Senate Shibli Faraz
said that women comprised
half of the country’s popu-
lation and the issues raised
by Senator Zehri were per-
tinent. It was necessary to

revisit family laws and the
existing legislative amend-
ment proposed by the
Senator, he added.

He suggested that the
House should take the lead
as relying on courts for leg-
islative matters would
shrink its role in legislation.
The matter should be sent
to the Committee for
Interior with the recom-
mendation to had detailed
deliberations on the family
laws, he added. Chairman
Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani,
referring the matter to the
committee, observed that
all the stakeholders would
be consulted on the issue.

Senator Atta ur Rehman of
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
Pakistan (JUI-P) requested
the chair that since the court
decision was shared, the mat-
ter should be sent to the com-
mittee with the recommenda-
tion to take the Council of
Islamic Ideology’s point of
view on the matter.

CM Punjab committed
to implement 43
exemplary initiatives

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Punjab Information
Minister Azma Bukhari
Friday while appreciating
exemplary 43-initiatives of
Chief Minister Punjab gov-
ernment during her 100
days' performance assured
that all public welfare proj-
ects will soon practically
and equally be implement-
ed across Punjab without in
discrimination.

Talking to a private
news channel, she said that
one of the commendable
achievements under the
leadership of Maryum
Nawaz Sharif has been a
dramatic reduction in infla-
tion, adding, the introduc-
tion of air ambulance, field
hospitals and clinic on
wheels has revolutionary
medical services for people
of Punjab.

These remarkable meas-
ures underscore her commit-
ment to ensuring that health-
care is not a privileged but a

fundamental right of every
citizen, she added.

Under the leadership of
Maryum Nawaz Punjab is
also witnessing a transport
revolution, adding, eco-
friendly buses in various
cities is a significant step
towards sustainable trans-
portation, she added.

Azma Bukhari added
that another project named
'Aapna Ghar' aims to pro-
vide low-income families
with their own houses,
adding, over 3000 houses
will be built in every dis-
trict of Punjab soon.

These initiatives will
address fundamental needs
and empowering vulnera-
ble segment of society, she
said, adding, Maryum
Nawaz Sharif administra-
tion has also taken swift
steps which will address
the issues of employment
and education. Replying to
a query, she said that at the
end of June air ambulance

service will officially be
functional adding that
Maryum Nawaz has set up
new standard for proactive
governance.

Azma further said, a bil-
lion farmers' package
Kisan card has been
approved, solar panels at
low costs will also be pro-
vided to 50 thousand
deserving people, an Easter
package has also been pre-
pared for the Christian
community.

She said that historic
relief had been provided on
roti, naan, rusks, bread, and
other bakery products
while with special efforts
of the government chicken
prices had also been
reduced maintaining the
availability and quality.
She added a state of the art
agricultural units will be be
setup and the government
is working hard to bring
down inflation by at least
three percent.

Salik appreciates ILO's
efforts to support workers

ISLAMABAD
Federal
Overseas

(APP):
Minister  for
Pakistanis and
Human Resource
Development (OPHRD),
Chaudhary Salik Hussain
Friday appreciated the
efforts and important initia-
tives taken by the ILO to
support workers and miti-
gate the adverse effects of
the crises being faced by
Gaza and the West Bank.
The minister made these
remarks during the 112th
International Labour
Conference being held on
3rd June to 14th June 2024
featured significant
engagement from Pakistan.
Chaudhry Salik Hussain
led the Pakistani delega-
tion, which also included
Zulfiqar Ahmad, Secretary,
Workers Welfare Fund. The
conference served as a vital
platform for global labor
discussions, covering top-
ics such as labor standards,

employment strategies for
fostering decent work, and
inclusive economic growth,
a news release said.
Pakistan's active partici-
pation emphasized its com-
mitment to addressing key
labor issues and contributing
to the global dialogue on
work-related challenges and
solutions. This involvement
highlights Pakistan's dedica-
tion to improving labor con-
ditions and aligning with
international labor standards.
While addressing the
conference, Chaudhary
Salik Hussain delivered a
statement on behalf of the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). He
acknowledged the collective
failure to uphold the ideals
of the Declaration of
Philadelphia on its 80th
anniversary despite the com-
mitment to social justice.
The minister emphasized
the dire situation in the

occupied Arab territories,
particularly in Palestine, and
stressed the failure of the
multilateral system. He fur-
ther elaborated that the ini-
tial task was to improve
working conditions in occu-
pied Palestine, but the cur-
rent focus has shifted to sav-
ing lives, especially those of
women and children, due to
the worsening situation.
The minister highlighted
the recent attack on Rafah
mentioned in the Director-

General's report, where
more than 35,000
Palestinians have been

killed and 77,000 injured,
including 14,000 children.
He noted the severe impact
on employment, with the
unemployment rate reach-
ing 45% and a significant
plunge in GDP. The OIC
stressed the need for an
immediate ceasefire and the
unobstructed delivery of
humanitarian aid to Gaza.

Randhawa inspects electric
buses, charging points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA), Muhammad Ali
Randhawa on Friday visit-
ed the Convention Center
to inspect electric buses and
charging points and person-
ally test drive the bus.
Speaking on the occasion,
the chairman announced,
"Around 60 buses out of the
total 160 designated for the
Islamabad Bus Service proj-
ect have now reached the
federal capital. These buses

are intended to offer modern
transportation amenities to
the residents of Islamabad,"

The updated routes aim
to offer convenient and
eco-friendly transportation
options for residents. The
initial route will link
NUST, Orange Line Depot,
G-11, and Pakistan Institute
of  Medical Sciences
(PIMS) Hospital, encom-
passing 13 stops. The sec-
ond route will commence at
PIMS and conclude at Bari
Imam. Service hours will

run from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m..

The chairman also paid a
visit to the H-9 bus depot
and issued instructions to
ensure the completion of its
construction before June
30. The depot, along with
its charging points, must be
finished before the arrival
of the next phase, compris-
ing 70 buses. Plans will be
formulated to provide sub-
sidies to deserving seg-
ments of society, including
individuals with special
needs, students, and others.

14 lawbreakers arrested,
illegal weapons recovered

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi police in an
operation launched against
illegal weapon holders, fire-
works dealers and other law-
breakers on Friday arrested
14 accused and recovered
nine pistols 30 bore, ammu-
nition, fireworks items,
petrol and other items from
their possession.

A police spokesperson
said that Taxila, Saddar Wah,
Westridge, Kahuta,

Naseerabad and Dhamial
police have apprehended 10
outlaws namely Asif, Imran,
Suleman, Yameen, Ishtiaq,
Taj Muhammad, Aurif,
Adnan, Kazim Ali and
Zeeshan and recovered nine
pistols 30 bore and ammuni-
tion from their possession.
The spokesman informed
that Gungmandi police con-
ducted a raid and arrested
two fireworks dealers namely
Numan and Shah Rukh and

recovered fireworks items
from their possession. In
another raid, Rattaamral and
Wah Cantt police also
nabbed two accused for run-
ning illegal petrol agencies
and recovered petrol and
other items. Separate cases
have been registered against
all the accused for further
investigation. City Police
Officer, Rawalpindi had
directed the police teams to
accelerate ongoing operation.




(Construction of Major Power )

Plant Begins in Jawzjan
JAWZJAN (TOLOnews): The construction
of a large power plant has begun in Aqcha
district of Jawzjan province. Officials from
the Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS)
said at the project's inauguration ceremony
that the power plant will cost 390 million
afghani and will be completed within a year.
According to the officials, this project also
includes the transfer of a 220 kV line from
Turkmenistan and its distribution network.
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(Around 3,000 Afghan refugee\

families return home

KABUL (Ariana News): During the last two
months, around 3,000 Afghan refugee fami-
lies in Pakistan have returned to their country
through the Torkham crossing, officials said.
The officials at Nangarhar Directorate of
Refugees and Returnees say that they have
provided all the facilities for the returnees
from Pakistan in Omari camp. Some of the
returnees complain about the mistreatment of
the Pakistani forces.

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Public Flogging in Afghanistan
Sparks Intl Outcry

—_——

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Zabihullah Mujahid, the
spokesperson for the
Islamic  Emirate, told
TOLOnews that the
implementation of Sharia
punishments is based on
court decisions and that
international  organiza-
tions should not speak
against Islamic laws.
Mujahid said: "The con-
cern is unnecessary. The
punishments that are imple-
mented are based on court
rulings and are in accor-
dance with Islamic Sharia,
which the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan is obligated
to implement in society.
Society also demands pun-
ishments for criminals.”
Earlier, the United
Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (UNAMA),
Amnesty International, and
the UN special rapporteur
Richard Bennett criticized
the implementation of cor-
poral punishment on 63
people in Sar-e-Pul

province. These sentences
were carried out by the
Islamic Emirate on Tuesday
in the sports stadium of
Sar-e-Pul city.

UNAMA  condemned
this act and called for
respect for international
human rights commitments
in Afghanistan.

UNAMA said: “63 peo-
ple were publicly lashed in
Saripul  yesterday by
Afghanistan's de facto
authorities. UNAMA reiter-
ates its condemnation of
corporal punishment and

calls for respect for interna-
tional human rights obliga-
tions.”

The UN special rappor-
teur Richard Bennett also
called for the cessation of
corporal punishment by the
Islamic Emirate.

Richard Bennett said:
"Once again I condemn the
widespread flogging of
men, women, children, this
time in public in Sar-e-Pul
& Ghor for so-called
‘moral crimes’ (adultery,
elopement...) This violates
Afghanistan's obligations

to prohibit torture/other
forms of cruel & inhuman
punishment. It needs to
stop now!”

"Judges must have com-
plete understanding and full
knowledge of Islamic
Sharia laws. Likewise, the
cases of criminals should
be thoroughly examined,
and these punishments
should be applied accord-
ing to the needs and cir-
cumstances of the time,"
said Haseebullah Hanifi, a
religious scholar.

"If society feels the
need, the ruler can execute
flogging or corporal pun-
ishment in public. It is not
against international
treaties or jurisprudential
texts," Zia Yousufi, a
lawyer, told TOLOnews.

Earlier, corporal punish-
ments have also been car-
ried out in the provinces of
Panjshir, Bamyan, Logar,
Farah, Laghman, Ghazni,
Maidan  Wardak, and
Jawzjan.

Agenda of Doha meeting
should be acceptable to all
parties: Muttaqi

DOHA (Ariana News):
Acting Minister of Foreign
Affairs Amir Khan Muttaqi
has met with the UN
Secretary General’s special
representative for
Afghanistan, Roza
Otunbayeva, and the two
sides discussed the upcoming
third UN-sponsored meeting
on Afghanistan in Doha.
Based on a statement
released by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs released on
Friday, the UN envoy that
her team is working on the
agenda of the third Doha
meeting and seeks to prepare
the agenda in such a way that
is acceptable to all parties.
She added that she wants
to hear the Islamic
Emirate’s opinion on the
final agenda of the Doha
meeting, and once the agen-
da is finalized, official invi-
tations will be sent to the

F—
participants of the meeting.

Meanwhile, Muttaqi
emphasized that it is impor-
tant to prepare the agenda
in a way that is acceptable
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to all parties. He added that
the Afghan government has
shared its position on the
third Doha meeting with all
parties and is working
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closely with the stakehold-
ers in this matter. The third
Doha meeting on
Afghanistan is scheduled to
be held on June 30.

Afghanistan Presence at
St. Petersburg Economic

KABUL (ToloNews):
Acting Minister of Labor
and Social Affairs, Abdul
Manan Omari, described
the participation of the
Islamic Emirate delegation
in the 27th St. Petersburg
International ~ Economic
Forum as important for the
economy, reconstruction,
stability, and independence
of Afghanistan Omari stat-
ed that in such meetings, all
parties should consider the
others' interests.

The acting minister said:
"The interests of both par-
ties should always be con-
sidered by both sides."

On the sidelines of this
forum, Abdul Manan
Omari met with the
Minister of Economy and
the president of the
Chamber of Commerce of
Dagestan, discussing the
development of trade,
strengthening  economic
relations, and providing
visa facilitation to Afghan

Meeting 'Tmportan

traders.
Samiullah Ebrahimi, the
spokesperson  of  the

Ministry of Labor and
Social Affairs, said: "In this
meeting, the two parties
had detailed discussions on
expanding trade, strength-
ening economic relations,
and providing visa facilita-
tion to Afghan traders."
The Chamber of
Commerce and Investment
said the presence of the
Islamic Emirate delegation
at international forums will
be influential in improving
economic relations and
increasing exports from
Afghanistan to regional

t': Omarn

countries.

"The Chamber  of
Commerce and Investment
of Afghanistan seeks to
connect in the global region
with all other chambers of

commerce," said
Mohammad Younis
Mohmand, the acting head
of the Afghanistan

Chamber of Commerce and
Investment.

"The more the Afghan
delegation participates in
such meetings, the more it
can pave the way for politi-
cal and economic interac-
tions. I think that in such
meetings, sectoral min-
istries should also partici-
pate to have useful discus-
sions on investments," said
Abdul Nasir Rashtia, an
economic analyst. Earlier,
the acting minister of
Industry and Commerce
had also participated in the
15th Kazan summit to
attract investments and
increase trade with Russia.

Over 125,000 metric tons of
goods transferred via railway

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The Ministry of Public
Works has announced that
more than 125,000 tons of
transfers have been made
via railway lines in the past
two weeks.

National Radio and
Television, quoting this
department today, Thursday,
6th, Jawza, reported that the
Ministry of Public Works
stated that 125,290 metric
tons of goods had been
transferred through the
country’s railway lines in
the past two weeks.

According to this min-
istry, these transfers have
been made through the rail-
way lines of Hairatan,
Aqina, and Torghundi. The
Islamic Emirate Railway
Administration has
announced that it is provid-
ing suitable conditions and
better facilities for traders.

In addition to the
domestic railway develop-

ments, Afghanistan is also
involved in several signifi-
cant transnational projects
aimed at boosting regional
cooperation and economic
growth.

One such project is the
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas
pipeline. TAPI is expected
to transport natural gas
from Turkmenistan through
Afghanistan and Pakistan
to India, enhancing energy
security and fostering eco-
nomic collaboration among
the participating countries.

Another important proj-
ect is the Central Asia-
South Asia power project,
commonly known as
CASA-1000. This initia-
tive aims to transport sur-
plus hydroelectric power
from Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan to Afghanistan
and Pakistan. CASA-1000
is crucial for addressing
energy shortages in the

recipient countries and
strengthening regional
energy integration.
Additionally, the Lapis
Lazuli Corridor is a key
regional connectivity proj-
ect involving Afghanistan,
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, and Turkey.

This corridor aims to
facilitate trade by provid-
ing a new transit route link-
ing Central Asia with
Europe. The project is
expected to enhance trade
and economic cooperation,
contributing to the overall
stability and development
of the region.

However, the current
security situation under the
Taliban regime is concern-
ing. Stability is crucial for
the successful implementa-
tion of projects, and the
prevailing instability poses
significant challenges to
the progress and execution
of such initiatives.

Afghanistan and Qatar
match ends 1n goalless draw

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The match between the
Afghan and Qatari football
teams in the second round of
the 2026 World Cup quali-
fiers and the 2027 Asian Cup
ended in a goalless draw.
This match, Thursday
night, June 6th, was held at
the Prince Abdullah bin
Jalawi Stadium in Saudi
Arabia, where the national
team achieved a draw and
gained 5 points in the game.
With this draw, Afghanistan
stands in third place, ahead
of the Kuwait national team.
Meanwhile, the match
between India and Kuwait
also ended in a 0-0 draw.
However, the national
team will play against
Kuwait in the last game of
the 2026 World Cup quali-
fiers and the Asian Cup,

which is scheduled to be
held next Tuesday. The
Afghan football team,
despite showing remarkable
skill and resilience, often
faces a lack of attention and
support. The challenging
socio-political environment
in Afghanistan has made it
difficult for the team to
receive adequate resources
and training facilities.

Il

Moreover,

the global
football community has not
focused enough on promot-

ing and assisting the
Afghanistan team, which
hampers their growth and
ability to compete at higher
levels. Increased interna-
tional support and recogni-
tion could significantly
improve their performance
and morale.

50 dead,
injured due
to floods

BADAKHSHAN (Ariana
News): Local officials in
Badakhshan say that flash
floods have left 50 dead and
injured over the past month
in 21 districts of the province.

Local officials said that
1,300 houses, 14 schools
and thousands of acres of
land have been destroyed.

They added that 6,700
livestock lost lives and that
the roads from many vil-
lages in 21 districts of this
province to the district cen-
ter are still closed.

“We had approximately
13 to 14 schools in some
districts that were destroyed
by floods and 6,700 live-
stock were also lost,” said
Mohammad Kamgar, head
of Badakhshan Natural
Disaster Management
Department.

Kamgar added that after
the survey, they have start-
ed the process of assisting
the victims and have dis-
tributed emergency aid in
coordination with relief
agencies, which includes
food and non-food items.

A number of victims,
meanwhile, said that due to
recent floods, they have lost
all their means of life and
are in serious need of help.

“If the problems of these
people are not addressed, it
is possible that they will
not be able to connect their
roads to their area for
months. The roads are com-
pletely destroyed. The way
they used to come for one
hour, now they can’t come
for three to four hours,”
said Abdul Khaliq, a flood-
affected individual.

In the meantime, some
district officials ask for
shelters to be created for the
flood victims. “Aid should
be increased because the
needs are greater. People
have suffered a lot. Many
people’s houses have been
destroyed and their agricul-
tural lands have also been
destroyed,” said an official
of Yamgan district.

Meanwhile, it’s been
more than a month that the
roads of dozens of villages to
the center of Badakhshan dis-
tricts are still closed, and peo-
ple commute with difficulty.

National theater
appeals for

restoration funds

KABUL (ToloNews): The
Kabul National Theater
called on the caretaker gov-
ernment to address their
challenges. Officials said
that the activities of this
administration are continu-
ing normally, but they are
facing some problems.

"The theater staff used to
number around 200 people
in the past, and since then it
has decreased by 170 - 150
people. The number of the-
ater staff during the repub-
lic was reduced to 50 peo-
ple and has now decreased
to 47 people," said Sayed
Abdul Rauf Sadat, the the-
ater coordination officer.

Sayat  said  Kabul
Nandari Theater, which
was called the second most
beautiful theater in the
world during the times of
Amanullah Khan and Zahir
Shah, has turned into ruins
today and the officials of
the caretaker government
must rebuild it.

Taliban’s Ministry of Justice to
halt Tamadon TV broadcasts

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The Ministry of Justice of
the Taliban administration
has announced that Tamadon
TV’s broadcasts will be
stopped due to its affiliation
with a political party.

Barakatullah Rasouli,
the spokesperson for this
ministry, wrote on his
Twitter account on
Thursday, June 6, that the
activities of Tamadon TV
will be halted because of its

affiliation with a political
party and the use of seized
government lands.

He also mentioned that
Khatam al-Nabiyin
University in Kabul, which
is affiliated with the

Tamadon TV chief denies Taliban

allegations of political a

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Jawad Mohseni, the head of Tamaddon
TV, has denied the Taliban’s Ministry of
Justice’s allegations that the private media
outlet is affiliated with a political party
and has usurped government land.

Mr. Mohseni stated that the land for
Tamaddon TV was purchased from a private
owner and is not state property in any way.

Mohammad Jawad Mohseni also men-
tioned that Asif Mohseni, the former head
of the Islamic Movement Party of
Afghanistan, had resigned from the party
before establishing Tamaddon TV in 2005.

He, the current head of Tamaddon TV,
is the grandson of Asif Mohseni, the
founder of this private media outlet.

In a post on the social media platform
X, Tamaddon TV quoted Mr. Mohseni
saying, “The land for Tamaddon TV was
purchased from a private owner and had
legal documentation; it is not, and never

has been, state property.”

Mohammad

liation

The post requested that the Taliban
appoint a committee to review the docu-
ments and evidence held by Tamaddon TV.

Previously, Barakatullah Rasooli, the
Taliban’s Ministry of Justice spokesper-
son, claimed that “Tamaddon TV, Khatam
al-Nabieen School,
Nabieen University belong to the Islamic
Movement Party.”

This Taliban official asserted that the
buildings of all these institutions were
constructed on usurped state lands.

However, Jawad Mohseni countered
that the Khatam al-Nabieen University
building is leased and that the land for
Khatam al-Nabieen School was legally
transferred to Asif Mohseni during the pre-
vious government.

The Afghanistan Journalists Center
described the Taliban’s move to close
Tamaddon TV as a manifestation of the
suppression of media and freedom of

and Khatam al-

expression in Afghanistan.

“Islamic Movement Party,”
will be closed for similar
reasons. The Ministry of
Justice has declared the
activities of any political
party in the country illegal.

Previously, Tamadon TV
reported that Taliban mem-
bers had come to their
office and demanded the
cessation of their activities.

The Islamic Movement
Party has not yet commented
on this matter. Additionally,
the Taliban regime has also
banned the broadcasting of
other TV channels that they
claim are affiliated with
political parties, including
Noor and Barya TVs.

This move has raised
concerns among journalists
and media organizations
about the increasing restric-
tions on freedom of the
press in Afghanistan.

Furthermore, there have
been reports that the Taliban
are planning to impose
stricter controls on all forms
of media, aiming to elimi-
nate any content they deem
as opposing their ideology
or policies. This has led to
fears of further suppression
of free speech and expres-
sion in the country.

Islamic Emirate urges Germany
not to deport Afghan Migrants

: Al

KABUL (TOLOnews):
The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate asked Germany not
to deport Afghan migrants.

In reaction to the depor-
tation of Afghan migrants
from Germany, the ministry
urged Germany to resolve
arising challenges through
consular channels.

Abdul Qahar Balkhi,
spokesperson  of  the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
said: "The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs hopes that
the two countries can man-
age the issue diplomatically
to ensure the rights of citi-
zens so that Afghan citizens
do not face an uncertain
fate for any reason."

Following the death of a
German police officer by

an Afghan citizen in
Mannheim, the German
Chancellor  said  that
Germany 1is negotiating

with Afghanistan's neigh-
boring countries about
implementing the deporta-
tion of Afghan migrants.
Olaf Scholz, the German
Chancellor, said: "The
Ministry of Interior is striv-
ing to facilitate the deporta-
tion of dangerous criminals
to Afghanistan. This min-
istry is currently negotiat-
ing with Afghanistan's
neighboring countries

regarding the practical

implementation of this mat-
ter. We will also no longer
tolerate the celebration of
terrorist crimes."

Scholz also said that the
presence of these individu-
als in Germany threatens
the security and stability of
the country.

The German Chancellor
added: "Germany will
tighten its deportation laws
to make praise for terrorist
crimes a basis for deporta-

tion after a series of attacks
that have prompted calls for
a tougher stance on immi-
gration policy."

Military affairs experts
considered it important for
migrants to adhere to the
security laws of other coun-
tries.

"Foreign countries must
also respect all immigration
laws and conventions, and
they should not violate
these accepted immigration
laws," said Sadiq Shinwari,
a military affairs expert.

The issue of deporting
Afghans and other migrants
intensified after a recent
attack in Mannheim, south-
west Germany, when dur-
ing a demonstration organ-
ized by an anti-Islamic
movement, an Afghan
injured several people,
including a police officer,
who later died from his
injuries.

Orphan children in Ghor seek govt’s
support to continue education

FEROZKOH (Pajhwok): A number
of orphan and working children in
western Ghor province say they
want to study and the caretaker gov-
ernment should help them in this
regard, while local officials say edu-
cation programs for such children

have been launched.

Abdul Sabour, 12, is an orphan
who works as a cobbler from dawn
to dusk along the dusty roads of
Ferozkoh City to provide food for

his mother and sisters.

He told Pajhwok Afghan News that
his father was a police officer in the
previous government and he died in
the conflict seven years ago. Sabour
also goes to school, but with many
difficulties as he has to work to eke
out a living for his family. According
to him, they (Sabour, his mother and

12-year-old sister.

He said: “After my father fell
sick and died, our situation became
very bad, my mother goes to peo-
ple’s houses every day to wash
clothes. I go to the market with my
sister and we collect paper, old iron
or anything that can be sold.”
collects
from garbage piles

This
things

child

two sisters) live in a rented house, and
he often thinks to quit education.

“If the government helps my fam-
ily, I can study with enthusiasm and
peace of mind, otherwise I may leave
the school,” he added. He earns up to
200 afghanis daily, but some days he
returns home empty-handed.

Meanwhile, 10-year-old Fridon, a
resident of Ferozkoh city, scavenges
junk from garbage heaps with his

Ferozkoh City and earns 50 to 100
afghanis a day to buy bread.

Both children asked the govern-
ment to save them from this situa-
tion and provide them with the
chance to pursue an education.

However, Maulvi Abdul Wahid
Hamas, the governor’s spokesman,
told Pajhwok that they had plans to
place the orphaned children under
their protection and provide them

with education.

reusable
in

“Currently,
orphaned children, 50 of them are
girls who are currently enrolled in
the kindergarten of the labor and
social affairs department.”

According to him, these children
are taught carpentry, welding and
making handicrafts in addition to
school subjects.

there are 250
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India’s president invites Modi
to head new coalition govt

NEW  DELHI

(lower house) also ...

fiscal discipline.

The party, which had a handsome
majority in the previous two terms,
secured only 240 seats in the lower
house of parliament, far short of the
272 needed to govern on its own. The
NDA won 293 seats in the 543-mem-
ber Lok Sabha, and the INDIA

(Reuters): Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
on Friday that President Droupadi
Murmu had invited him to form a
government, as he promised his new
coalition of 15 parties would strive
for unanimity and emerge successful.

Modi’s comments came after he
met Murmu and accepted her invita-
tion to head the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) coalition govern-
ment and run the world’s most popu-
lous nation for the next five years. He
said the new government would be
sworn in on Sunday evening, which
would make him prime minister for a
historic third consecutive term.

“I want to assure the people of the
country that in the 18th Lok Sabha
we will work
with the same pace, same commit-
ment to fulfil aspirations of the peo-
ple,” he told reporters outside the
president’s palace. It is the first time
in a decade that his Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) — which won majorities
outright in 2014 and 2019 — has
needed the support of regional parties
to form the government, a shift that
initially spooked markets and worries
analysts about policy certainty and

is crucial ...

their trust in me.”

alliance, led by Rahul Gandhi’s cen-
trist Congress party won more than
230 to exceed forecasts.

“It is my good fortune that all of
you from NDA have chosen me to
lead,” Modi said earlier on Friday
after NDA lawmakers voted for him
to head their coalition. “No alliance
has ever been as successful as the
NDA,” he said after lawmakers and
senior leaders thumped tables and
applauded, with some standing and
chanting “Modi, Modi!” in the central
hall of the old parliament building.

“We have won the majority ... but
to run the country it is unanimity that
we will strive for una-
nimity,” he said, in a sign of the
change in style coalition government
may force on a leader used to ruling
with a strong hand. The new govern-
ment would, among others, focus on
raising the savings of the middle class
and improving the quality of their
lives as the “middle class is the driv-
ing force of the country”, Modi
added. “It is with utmost humility that
I accept the responsibility of leading
the NDA to yet another term of devel-
opment-oriented governance,” the
premier said in a statement on social
media platform X. “I am grateful to
our fellow NDA allies and MPs for

Key NDA leaders — whose sup-
port has wavered in the past as they
hopped in and out of alliances —
praised Modi and expressed confi-
dence in his leadership. “I am confi-

dent that whatever is left he will now
complete it. We will be with him at
every step,” said Nitish Kumar, chief
minister of the eastern state of Bihar
whose Janata Dal (United) party is
the third largest in the NDA with 12
lawmakers.

Indian media said both Kumar’s
party and the Telugu Desam Party, the
second largest with 16 lawmakers,
are eyeing the post of the speaker in
the lower house, while BJP itself is
expected to retain four key ministries
— foreign affairs, defence, home and
finance. The Janata Dal (United) also
wants the new government to review
a military recruitment system intro-
duced in 2022 under which young
men and women are enlisted for a
four-year tenure at non-officer ranks,
with only a quarter retained for
longer periods.

Previously, soldiers were recruited
by the army, navy and air force sepa-
rately and typically entered service
for up to 17 years for the lowest
ranks. The shorter tenure caused con-
cern among potential recruits and led
to riots in some parts of the country as
it was seen as hurting employment
prospects. A lack of jobs, besides ris-
ing prices and falling incomes, were
key issues in the election and led vot-

ers to rein in support for Modi,

according to a post-election survey.
The coalition negotiations are a
throwback to an era before 2014
when Modi swept to power with an
outright majority for his BJP.

Frontier Post

PHC disposes
of 226 missing
persons’ cases

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Deputy
Attorney General (DAG)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sana
Ullah has sent a report to
the Ministry of Defense
regarding missing persons’
cases. According to the
DAG Sana Ullah, there are
98 cases of missing persons

pending in the Peshawar
High Court.
DAG stated that

Attorney General office
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa rep-
resenting the federal gov-
ernment as a respondent in
the missing persons’ cases.
As many 226 cases related
to missing persons have
been disposed of from 1st
February to 24th May
2024.

The Deputy Attorney
General has sent a report to
the Ministry of Defense
regarding the progress on
missing persons cases,
which is a quarterly report.
Efforts are being made to
ensure that the cases of
missing persons are decid-
ed soon.

Anti-Corruption Court
confirms PTI’s lawmak-
ers’ interim bails: Special
Anti-Corruption Court
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Judge Salahuddin con-
firmed interim bail of two
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leaders named Dr.

Amjad Ali and Mian
Sharafat Ali in illegal
appointments case, on
Friday.

Special Anti-Corruption
Court Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  accepted

petitioners’ pleas by con-
firming the interim bail.
According to the prosecu-
tion, Mian Sharafat Ali, a
member of the provincial
assembly, is accused of
making illegal appoint-
ments in the Bahrain Tehsil
Municipal Administration,
resulting in a loss of Rs.
1.63 crore to the govern-
ment treasury.

Similarly, Dr. Amjad Ali
is also accused of making
illegal appointments. The
Anti-Corruption ~ Police
Station Swat had registered
a case against both accused
following an inquiry.

Imran joins
FIA probe
into X post

E.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: After refus-
ing to appear before investi-
gators twice in connection
with the controversial tweet
case, the incarcerated
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan
has finally joined the probe
into the debatable video that
appeared on his official X
account a few days ago,
sources told media.

The former premier Khan
formally joined the FIA’s
probe which was launched
after a controversial video
regarding the Fall of Dhaka
incident had been posted on
his official X account.
"Every Pakistani should
study the Hamood ur
Rahman Commission Report
and get to know who was the
true traitor, General Yahya
Khan or Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman," the post read.

The sources said that an
investigation team compris-
ing FIA’s Additional Director
Ayaz Ahmed and Sub-
Inspector Munib reached the
Adiala Jail, again, to question
the PTI founder.

Pakistan wants peaceful
ties with countries: FO

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD:
Office has stated that
Pakistan is desirous of
building peaceful relations
with all countries including
the neighbors.

Responding to the queries
of media persons at her
weekly news  briefing
regarding relations with
India after formation of a

Foreign

new government there,
Foreign Office Spokes-
person  Mumtaz Zahra

Baloch said Pakistan has
consistently been advocating
for constructive dialogue
and engagement to resolve
all  outstanding  issues
including the core dispute of
Jammu and Kashmir.
However, she said
Indian actions of 5th
August 2019 in illegally
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir have vitiated the

bilateral environment. The
spokesperson said Pakistan
believes in peaceful coexis-
tence and it wants peace
and stability in the region.

She said Pakistan has
been acting in a responsible
manner notwithstanding
the difficulties and rhetoric
coming from India. She
expressed hope that India
would take steps to create a
conducive environment for
advancement of peace and
dialogue and resolution of
longstanding disputes for
the mutual benefit of peo-
ples of Pakistan and India.
The spokesperson said
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
will pay a one day visit to
Istanbul to attend the
extraordinary meeting of
the D-8 Council of the
Foreign Ministers.

The meeting is being
held to discuss the situation

in Gaza at the invitation of

Foreign ~ Minister  of
Turkiye Hakan Fidan. The
Foreign Ministers  will

deliberate on the shared
responsibility of interna-
tional community to bring
an urgent and unconditional
ceasefire and an end to the
inhuman and unjustified
war on the people of Gaza.
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
said the Deputy Prime
Minister will represent
Pakistan's stance on the
ongoing genocide in Gaza
and the urgency of the
unconditional  ceasefire,
lifting of the siege and
humanitarian relief for the
Palestinian people. He will
also call for the unified
international efforts to
bring an end to the rage
against the people of Gaza
and the war crime being
perpetuated by the Israeli
occupation forces.

Completion of ongoing
projects govt priority: CM

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa Chief Minister
Sardar Ali Amin Gandapur
here Friday said that com-
pleting ongoing develop-
ment projects within the
stipulated timelines is the
priority of the government.

He said that special
attention would be given to
providing facilities to peo-
ple instead of making
investment in the construc-
tion of new buildings; serv-
ices delivery mechanism in
already established institu-
tions would be improved
for this purpose.

Pragmatic steps would
be taken to ensure that the

citizens are provided with
clean drinking water and
other basic facilities. He
has directed the authorities
concerned to initiate work
on installing tube wells in
the areas, where clean
drinking water facility is
not available further direct-
ing that work on the solar-
ization of those tube wells
should also be started
simultaneously

He was addressing a
meeting regarding develop-
ment projects held here at
Chief Minister’s House
with Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur in
the chair. Additional Chief
Secretary  Planning &

Development Syed Imtiaz
Hussain Shah, Principal
Secretary to Chief Minister
Amjad Ali Khan, Secretary
P&D Shahidullah and other
relevant officials attended
the meeting. The partici-
pants were briefed about
the progress so far made on
the development projects
being executed in the vari-
ous sectors under District
Development Program.

He made it clear that
there would be no compro-
mise on the quality of devel-
opment projects. Action
would be taken against the
responsible authorities in
case of substandard and
unsatisfactory development
works, he added.

Yemen Houthis detain
ald workers, UN staff

DUBAI (AFP): Yemen’s
Iran-backed Houthi rebels
have detained more than a
dozen aid workers, includ-
ing United Nations staff, in
an apparently coordinated
sweep, the Yemeni govern-
ment and an NGO said
Friday. At least 18 Yemeni
aid workers were kid-
napped in four rebel-held
parts of the war-torn coun-
try, the Yemeni Mayyun
Organization for Human
Rights said, listing 10
workers from UN agen-
cies.

Yemen’s international-
ly-recognized government
condemned the ‘“massive
abduction campaign,” say-
ing it targeted “dozens of
employees of the United
Nations agencies, the
office of the UN envoy
Hans Grundberg, and sev-
eral international organiza-
tions working” in the capi-
tal Sanaa and other
Houthi-run areas. In a
statement on social media
platform X , Information
Minister Moammar Al-
Eryani called it an
“unprecedented escalation
and a flagrant violation of
international laws and con-
ventions.”

A diplomatic source,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, also told AFP
that more than a dozen aid
workers including UN
staff were kidnapped on

Thursday. There was no
immediate comment from
the Houthis or the United
Nations. The abductions
underline the perilous task
facing aid workers in
Yemen, whose long-run-
ning civil war has precipi-
tated one of the world’s
worst humanitarian crises.

“The Houthi armed
group raided the homes
and kidnapped staff of the
United Nations and other
international organizations
operating in four gover-
norates under” their con-
trol, the Mayyun
Organization said. This
“serious escalation... con-
stitutes a violation of the
privileges and immunities
of United Nations person-
nel,” it added, describing
the abductions as “black-
mail practices in order to
obtain political and eco-
nomic gains.”

The “simultaneous”
abductions took place in
the capital Sanaa, the key
port of Hodeida, Amran
and Saada, the rebels’ tra-
ditional stronghold, the aid
group said. “The Houthis’
actions are undermining
essential humanitarian
work in Yemen at a time
when the majority of
Yemenis do not have ade-
quate access to basic
necessities like food and
water,” Niku Jafarnia,
Yemen researcher  at

Human Rights Watch, told
AFP.

The Houthis have kid-
napped, arbitrarily
detained, and tortured hun-
dreds of civilians, includ-
ing UN and NGO workers,
since the start of Yemen’s
conflict in 2014, according
to rights groups. Several
aid workers have been
killed or  kidnapped
throughout the conflict,
forcing international agen-
cies to temporarily sus-
pend operations or pull out
international staff as a
security precaution.

The Yemani information
minister said the Houthis
have “previously abducted
dozens of United Nations
employees,” with at least
three kidnapped over the
past three years still in
detention. Last year, the
charity Save the Children
suspended operations for
10 days in northern Yemen
after a staff member died
in detention in the rebel-
held capital. Also last year,
a long-serving staffer with
the UN World Food
Programme was shot and
killed in the southern city
of Taiz by unknown gun-
men. The Houthis seized
control of Sanaa in
September 2014, prompt-
ing a Saudi-led military
intervention on behalf of
the government the follow-
ing March.

SC orders
1ssuance of
advertisement
to summon

Qasim Suri
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court (SC) has
ordered to issue an adver-
tisement to summon Qasim
Suri in the electoral irregu-
larities case.

A hearing was held in
the Supreme Court on the
appeal against the de-seat-
ing of former deputy speak-

er National Assembly
Qasim Suri. Suri, once
again, did not appear

before the court despite
summons issued for him.

The court ordered to
issue an advertisement to
summon Suri and asked to
paste the notice outside
Suri's house. Chief Justice
Qazi Faiz Isa remarked that
according to record, Suri's
brother Bilal had refused to
receive the notice. "Suri is
deliberately not appearing
in the Supreme Court. The
former deputy speaker's
refusal to receive the notice
is unfortunate," said the
CJP.

The chief justice, while
talking to Suri's lawyer
Naeem Bukhari, said,
"Your client is very active
on media and social media.
Naeem Bukhari replied, "I
don't watch TV." The chief
justice remarked, "You are
a TV personality yourself
and do not watch televi-
sion. Are you familiar with
X or Twitter?," the CJP
asked. Bukhari replied, "I
do not use social media nor
do I know how to use it."
The chief justice asked,
"Why are you considering
yourself old, stay young
and up- to-date." Bukhari
replied he was old now.
Justice Irfan Saadat
remarked, "In a TV pro-
gramme you had said your
friends don't let you grow
old."

Bukhari told the court he
had no contact with Qasim
Suri. The chief justice said
in his remarks that the next
hearing will be held in July,
and the next date will be
fixed in the court order.
Later, the court adjourned
the hearing till next month.

Asad Qaiser
gets interim
bail

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: A session
court in Islamabad today
granted interim bail to
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader and former
speaker of the National
Assembly Asad Qaiser in
four cases until June 22.

As per details, the court
accepted the plea seeking
interim bail against a surety
bond of Rs 5,500 and a local
guarantor. The court has
directed Asad Qaiser to
appear before the investiga-
tion team. The court has also
issued notices to the prose-
cution to present evidence
and arguments and
adjourned the hearing till
June 22.

Earlier, the Peshawar
High Court (PHC) ordered
the removal of former
National Assembly speaker
Asad Qaiser’s name from the
Exit Control List (ECL). A
two-member bench  of
Peshawar High Court (PHC)
comprising Justice Shakeel
Ahmed and Justice
Sahibzada Asadullah issued
orders and termed the addi-
tion of his name as unconsti-
tutional and against the law.

The petitioner’s lawyer
told the court that Asad
Qaiser was the former speak-
er of the National Assembly
and had to perform
Umrahand was barred from
leaving country. The court
declared the order of putting
Asad Qaiser’s name in ECL
as illegal and ordered the
immediate removal of his
name from the list. It is to be
noted that several Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
ers including former prime
minister Imran Khan, Shah
Mahmood Qureshi and oth-
ers were booked by police in
various FIRs related to Azadi
March.

PTT’s Aliya Hamza sent
on four-day physical
remand: An anti-terrorism
court (ATC) in Gujranwala
on Friday granted a four-day
physical remand of PTI
leader Aliya Hamza in the
May 9 violence case.

The PTI leader was pro-
duced before the Gujranwala
court wherein police sought
her 14-day remand. The
court rejected police request
and granted four-day physi-
cal remand Aliya Hamza. It
also directed authorities to
present her on next hearing.

Police on Thursday re-
arrested Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) activist Aliya
Hamza in another case per-
taining to violence on May 9.
The police officials stated
that the PTI activist was
arrested from outside the
Sargodha jail.
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ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari conferring award of Nishan-e-

Pakistan upon Prince Rahim Aga Khan in recognition of his services for
Pakistan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Prince Rahim Agha Khan
conferred with award

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari on Friday
conferred the Nishan-i-
Pakistan award on Prince
Rahim Aga Khan. The top
civilian award was con-
ferred on Prince Rahim Aga
Khan to acknowledge his
meritorious services for the
development, prosperity,
and betterment of Pakistan
and its people.

The award ceremony
was held at the Aiwan-e-
Sadr and attended by
Senate Chairman Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani, KP
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi, federal ministers,
parliamentarians,  diplo-
mats, and senior govern-
ment officers.

Prince Rahim Aga Khan,
through his many leader-

ship roles for more than a
quarter century within the
Aga Khan Development
Network, dedicated his
untiring efforts to improve
the living standard of the
people in resource-con-
strained regions of Asia and
Africa. Prince Rahim has
contributed immensely to
the economic, health, edu-
cation, and cultural well-
being of poor and marginal-
ized communities, uphold-
ing a multigenerational
legacy. Under his leader-
ship, the Aga Khan Fund
for Economic Development
has advanced path-break-
ing initiatives in Pakistan in

commercial banking,
microfinance, insurance,
sustainable tourism and

renewable energy sectors.
The Fund has enabled

access to financial servic-
es for nearly 50 million
people in Pakistan. As the
Founding Chairman of
Aga Khan Development
Network’s Climate and
Environment Committee,
Prince Rahim Aga Khan
has spearheaded the estab-
lishment of environmental
stewardship policies and
best practices to address
climate change issues,
besides generously sup-
porting the people of
Pakistan in the wake of
devastating floods of
2022. The services of the
Aga Khan family for the
Muslims of India, the for-
mation of the All India
Muslim League, and the
creation of Pakistan were
also highlighted in the cer-
emony.

Naval Chief message
on World Oceans Day

E.P. Report

KARACHI: World Oceans
Day (WOD) is celebrated on
8th of June each year; how-
ever, this year the Day will
he observed on 7th June
2024. The aim WOD is to
raise awareness among pop-
ulace to protect the oceans
and their resources as they
provide more than 50% of
the oxygen produced on this
planet and absorb about 30%
of carbon dioxide produced
by humans, moderating the
impact of global warming.
The Day provides us an
opportunity to focus on the
challenges our oceans face
in maintaining an ecological
balance in the environment.

The theme selected by
UNESCO for WOD 2024 is,
'Awaken New Depths'. This
resonates deeply with our
mission to protect and
restore our oceans with
renewed understanding,
commitment, collaboration
and vigour. Our oceans are
facing unprecedented threats
from human activities such
as overfishing, pollution and
climate change. These

threats not only imperil
marine life but also cast dev-
astating impacts on our
national security, economy,
and human well-being.

We depend on our oceans
for livelihood; fishing alone,
produces not only food for
billions of people but also
creates millions of jobs
worldwide. We need to con-
serve our enormous marine
resources for our future gen-
erations. Pakistan Navy,
entrusted with the task to
protect our maritime inter-
ests is working assiduously,
in league with Pakistan
Maritime Security Agency
and relevant agencies to pre-
vent. pollution, monitor
marine traffic and enforce
regulations to ensure sus-
tainability of our oceans.

To commemorate signifi-
cance of WOD, Pakistan
Navy is playing a lead role in
promoting safe and sustain-
able use of ocean resources.
A number of events and
activities have been arranged
to highlight the spirit of the
day and raise awareness
about oceans and their
resources. Some key PN ini-

tiatives include: beach clean-
ing, enforcement of pollution
control using harbour debris
collection barges, mangroves
plantation in association with

International Union for
Conservation of Nature, ban-
ning use of destructive fish-
ing nets, tackling oil pollu-
tion at sea and coordinating
with industrial community to
reduce waste dumping into
the sea. National Institute of
Maritime Affairs is also
holding a seminar on WOD-
24 Theme which will help
promote the essence of the
day.

Pakistan’s weekly
inflation up by 0.45%

FE.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The weekly
inflation in Pakistan meas-
ured by the Sensitive Price
Indicator (SPI), witnessed an
increase of 0.45 percent for
the combined consumption
groups during the week
ended on June 06, quoting
the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS).

According to the PBS
data, the SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was record-
ed at 309.91 points as com-
pared to 308.52 points during
the past week. As compared
to the corresponding week of
last year, the SPI for the com-
bined consumption group in
the week under review wit-
nessed an increase of 21.69
per cent.

The weekly SPI with the
base year 2015-16 =100 cov-
ers 17 urban centres and 51
essential items for all expen-
diture groups. The SPI for the
lowest consumption group of
up to Rs 17,732, increased by

0.81 per cent and went up to
301.25 points from the last
week’s 298.82 points.

The SPI for consumption
groups of Rs 17,732-22,888,
Rs  22,889-29,517; Rs
29,518-44,175 and above Rs
44,175, increased by 0.70
percent, 0.56 percent, 0.51
and 0.33 percent respectively.
During the week, out of 51
items, prices of 19 (37.26%)
items increased, 14 (27.45%)
items decreased and 18
(35.29%) items remained sta-
ble.

The items, which recorded
a decrease in their average
prices on a week-on-week
basis  included  bread
(3.02%), garlic (2.00%),
petrol (1.74%), pulse masoor
(1.43%), diesel (1.42%), rice
basmati broken (1.32%),
chilies powder (1.31%), eggs
0.94 %), wheat flour
(0.77%) and mustard oil
(0.46%). The commodities
which recorded an increase
in their average prices on
week-on-week basis includ-
ed onions (33.21%), toma-

toes (15.34%), bananas
(4.93%), pulse  gram
(3.69%), potatoes (2.62%),
chicken (1.84%), georgette
(1.57%), gur (1.45%), pulse
mash (1.07%), lawn (0.66%),
cigarettes (0.41%) and ener-
gy saver (0.38%).

On-year basis, the com-
modities that witnessed
decrease included chicken
(29.00%), wheat flour
(28.35%), bananas (25.69%),
cooking oil 5 litre (17.05%),
vegetable ghee 2.5 kg
(15.12%), vegetable ghee 1
kg (14.19%), mustard oil
(9.73%), eggs (8.73%) and
Ipg (5.47%). The commodi-
ties which recorded an
increase in their average
prices on year-on-year basis
included gas charges for Q1
(570.00%), onions (100-
37%), chilies powder
(57.89%), garlic (43.40%),
tomatoes (36.23%), salt pow-
der (31.30%), shirting (30.-
52%), gents sandal (25.01%),
pulse mash (25.00%), beef
(21.86%), energy saver
(20.53%) and sugar (19.8%).
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