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Petrol pumps closed

ISLAMABAD (INP): There are again
fears of petrol crisis developing in the
country as on the call given by the
Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association, a
majority of petrol pumps in the country are
closed Friday to register a protest against
the levy of 0.5 per cent Advance Tax in the
budget as the government’s committee
formed to review the demands of the
Association has failed to make up its mind
whether to accept them or reject them.

TikToker brothers released

KHANPUR MAHAR (INP): Three peo-
ple including two TikToker brothers
have returned home after paying ransom
in Khanpur Mahar on Friday. A month
ago, the two brothers and their cousin
were kidnapped by bandits who lured
them with promises of increasing their
TikTok followers and took them to the
Shikarpur forests. The bandits released a
video of the victims being tortured and
demanding ransom for their release.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairing a review meeting on Digitization and Reforms
of FBR.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information, Broadcasting, Culture and
National Heritage Attaullah Tarar
Friday said that the government had
achieved a milestone with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif's recent offi-
cial visit to Tajikistan and Kazakhstan,
especially on diplomatic and economic
fronts.

"Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
his delegation received a splendid
reception during his visits to the Central
Asian states," the minister said while
addressing a news conference. The
Pakistani ports were the mainstay of the
discussions of the prime minister with
the top officials of the Central Asian
states that were landlocked countries
and had a keen interest in increasing
partnership with Pakistan, he said.

The land and railway routes also
came under discussion to promote
bilateral trade between them, he added.
For giving a boost to Pakistan's bilater-
al trade with the two Central Asian
states, the provision of facilities to the
business community was also dis-
cussed during the meetings, he noted.
Tarar said PM Shehbaz Sharif's meet-
ing with Russian President Vladimir
Putin on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization summit in
Kazakhstan was held in a welcoming
and friendly environment. 

With President Putin, he said, the
discussion encompassed promoting
cooperation and partnership between
the two countries' diverse economic
sectors including agriculture, mining,
petrochemicals and others. The delega-

tions exchange was expected between
the two countries which would eventu-
ally increase the bilateral trade, he
added. He termed the meeting between
the two head of states "productive". PM
Shehbaz Sharif, the minister said, also
held discussion with the presidents of
Belarus and Uzbekistan on road and
rail links, and stressed on increasing
bilateral trade and provision of facilities
to the business community. He called
the meetings as of the utmost impor-
tance where the prime minister repre-
sented Pakistan and his vision unequiv-
ocally.

Tarar said the meetings would usher
in arrival of delegations in Pakistan
which would eventually have a greater
impact on the economy in coming days.
He said an important agreement was
signed between Pakistan and Tajikistan
for high-level strategic partnership dur-
ing the visit, thanking the President of
Tajikistan who expressed real warmth
for the people of Pakistan. "There is a
huge potential for solidifying partner-
ship between Pakistan and Tajikistan
through trade and investment which
will not only benefit the people of both
the countries but also further boost their
economies." 

Highlighting exceptional diplomacy
of the prime minister, regional peace
and stability and strategic matters were
discussed in a tripartite talk between
Turkey, Pakistan and Azerbaijan. At the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
Summit, he said, Prime Minister
Shehbaz presented Pakistan's clear and
unequivocal stance on Palestine "which
is so far unprecedented and historical".
The prime minister minced no words in

saying that "Israel is not only carrying
out genocide of unarmed and innocent
Palestinians but also committing war
crimes", he added

Tarar said PM Shehbaz particularly
mentioned martyrdom of 37,000
Palestinians, including children and
women, and displacement of two mil-
lions who were forced to leave Gaza
and Rafah due to the humanitarian cri-
sis caused by the Israeli attack on hos-
pitals and other areas. The prime minis-
ter categorically said that "Israel must
be held accountable" and demanded an
immediate ceasefire, he added. PM
Shehbaz reiterated Pakistan's support
for a two-state solution where Palestine
was given its independence with the
pre-1967 borders and Al-Quds as its
capital. The prime minister had echoed
sentiments of all the people of Pakistan
for the Palestinians at a such critical
forum in an "unambiguous way", the
minister stressed. He said Islamophobia
and Afghanistan were also discussed at
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
summit. A peaceful Afghanistan was
critical for the peace and stability in the
region, he cited the prime minister as
saying. 

He said the prime minister had taken
a major initiative to digitizing the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) for
boosting the revenue. "Without spend-
ing the state money, the prime minister
took an out of the box solution for dig-
itizing the FBR," he said. PM Shehbaz
garnered the support of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation in engaging
McKinsey & Co. for the ongoing digi-
tization of the FBR, which was appre-
ciable, he added.

PM’s visit to Central Asian states
achieves a major milestone: Tarar

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Cabinet
Committee on Energy, which met
under the chairmanship of Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
Friday, approved the extension of six
months in the Refinery Policy 2023
regarding the upgradation of the
existing refineries.

The committee directed the
Ministry of Petroleum to take into
confidence the oil refineries estab-
lished in the country and prepare a
comprehensive plan for their upgra-
dation on a priority basis.  The com-
mittee was also presented with a
detailed report on the circular debt of
the power sector from July 2023 to
May 2024. 

The report stated that the volume
of the power sector's circular debt
was Rs 2,655 billion till May 2024.

The committee also approved the
Standardized Security Package
Document under the Power Policy
2015 for small water projects of the
private sector.  This initiative is
aimed at promoting private invest-
ment in the electricity sector and
quickly resolving the tariff and other
issues. 

The prime minister decided to
resolve complaints regarding the
electricity supply of the people of
Gilgit-Baltistan.  He constituted a
committee to prepare a plan of action
to ensure the uninterrupted supply of
electricity in Gilgit Baltistan. The
committee also approved setting up a
support unit with two-year tenure to
increase the efficiency of electricity
distribution companies, prevent elec-
tricity theft and timely collection of
bills. 

After the Federal Cabinet's

approval, the first support unit would
be established for the Multan Electric
Power Company (MEPCO).  The
committee also approved an incentive
package for recovery of unpaid and
overdue electricity bills.  Under the
package, rewards would be given to
the personnel of law enforcement
agencies and officials of DISCOs for
the recovery of unpaid and overdue
electricity bills.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar, fed-
eral ministers Ahad Khan Cheema,
Muhammad Aurangzeb, Dr Musadik
Malik, Ahsan Iqbal and Sardar Awais
Ahmad Khan Leghari, Minister of
State Ali Pervaiz Malik, Coordinator
to the PM Rana Ehsaan Afzal,
NEPRA Chairman Waseem Mukhtar,
OGRA Chairman Masroor Khan, and
other high officials.

Cabinet body approves 6 months’
extension in Refinery Policy 2023

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, calling the digitisa-
tion of taxation system government's
priority to prevent tax evasion worth
billions of rupees, on Friday directed
the authorities concerned to immedi-
ately create a dashboard to monitor
the ongoing digitisation and imple-
mentation of the reforms.

The prime minister, chairing a
meeting to review the reforms
process of the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR), instructed to bring
the taxable non-filers into the tax net
and revoke the discretionary powers
of the customs appraisers, and sought
an implementation report from FBR
chairman within 24 hours.

During the briefing on FBR's digi-
tisation, the meeting was informed
that during the FBR digitisation, 4.5
million taxable individuals have been
identified who were not part of the
tax net. It was told that consequent to
the government's measures, over
300,000 more individuals have filed
their tax returns within few week.

Besides, the refunds of 4,000 com-
panies have been stopped during last
two weeks, following the detection of
under-invoicing and forged sales tax
refunds. The prime minister said that
the tax evaders as well as the officers
and staffers facilitating them would

be brought to book and vowed not to
spare those plundering the public
kitty. Besides, the taxpayers fulfilling
their responsibility timely would be
acknowledged too, he added.

Prime Minister Shehbaz said that
state-of-the-art scanners would be
installed at the seaports to ensure
transparency and prevent corruption in
the system. He also sought a compre-
hensive report on the magnitude of tax
evasion and the measures for its pre-
vention. He vowed to introduce a tax-
ation system of international standard
in the country and called for engaging
well reputed professionals and experts
for formulation of tax policy.

The prime minister sought a com-
prehensive strategy on FBR's digiti-
sation and reforms and the set targets
in the next meeting. Federal ministers
Muhammad Aurangzeb and Ahad
Khan Cheema, Minister of State Ali
Pervaiz Malik, PM's Coordinator
Rana Ehsan Afzal, FBR Chairman,
CEO of Pakistan Business Council
Ehsan Malik, CEO of
KarandazWaqasul Hassan and rele-
vant senior officer attended the meet-
ing. Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Naveed
Andrabi, Asif Pir and Ali Malik
joined the meeting via video link.

Meanwhie, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif paid tribute to
Captain Karnal Sher Khan Shaheed
on his 25th martyrdom anniversary,

lauding his unprecedented valor and
patriotism.

The prime minister, in a statement,
said that Capt. Karnal Sher Khan
Shaheed showed exemplary gallantry
and courage on the Kargil front which
was even acknowledged by the
enemy. He said Karnal Sher Khan
Shaheed set an example of patriotism,
dutifulness and fighting for the coun-
try sacrificing his own life that would
be kept alive forever.

"Capt. Karnal Sher Khan Shaheed
(Nishan-i-Haider) and his family are
pride of the whole nation. The armed
forces have rendered immense sacri-
fices for the country's defence. The
whole nation, including me, salutes
the soldiers of Pakistan Army for
their undeterred resolve to safeguard
the country," he remarked. 

Moreover, the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif felicitated Sir Keir
Starmer on the landslide victory of
his Labour Party in the general elec-
tions of the United Kingdom.

The prime minister, in a post on
his X account, said he looked for-
ward to working closely with the
new UK government. "Looking for-
ward to working closely with the
new UK government, under Sir
Starmer's wise and able leadership,
to further strengthen and broaden
the Pakistan-UK partnership," he
said.

Govt priority to prevent evasion
of billions of rupees: Shehbaz

Anees Takar

MARDAN: A remote con-
trol bomb blast killed three
persons while injuring seven
including two minors and a
woman at Jalala Pul (bridge)
area of Takhtbhai tehsil, on
Friday.

According to eyewitness-
es, the blast occurred when
an under-training ASP
Hamid Hussain was travel-
ing in a police mobile van
along with two security
guards, Constable Bilal
Khan and Gulab Syed, who
were also injured in the
explosion. The van was tar-
geted with a remote-control
bomb which resulted in the
instant death of three individ-
uals while injured seven peo-
ple. 

The injured individuals
including the two security
guards were rushed to the
Tehsil Headquarters Hospital
in Takht Bhai, where they
were provided with initial
medical treatment. However,
due to their critical condi-
tion, they were later shifted
to the Mardan Hospital.

The blast also injured sev-
eral bystanders, including a
nine-year-old girl Labiba
daughter of Bilal Ahmed and
a child, Hasher, son of Sardar
Khan, a resident of Hathian,
Nooh Jehan wife of Ayub
khan resident of Gadar, Gul
Jana resident of Gadar
Sawaldher and Yousaf Khan
of Jalala. 

The police and rescue
teams immediately reached
the scene and shifted the
injured individuals to the
hospital. The DPO Mardan,
Zahoor Babar Afridi along
with a heavy police contin-
gent reached the scene and
initiated a search operation
and investigation into the
incident.

The blast has raised con-
cerns about the security situ-
ation in the area and the
police have launched an
investigation into the inci-
dent to determine the perpe-
trators and their motives. The
incident has also sparked
widespread condemnation
from various quarters with
many calling for increased
security measures to prevent

such incidents in the future.
The Governor of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim
Kundi, has condemned the
blast and expressed his deep
grief and sorrow over the
loss of precious lives. He has
also expressed his sympathy
with the bereaved families
and prayed for the speedy
recovery of the injured indi-
viduals.

Awami National Party
leader Aimal Wali Khan has
expressed on social media
his deep shock, grief and sor-
row over the devastating
bomb blast in Jalala Takht
Bhai Mardan which resulted
in the loss of precious lives
and injured several others.

In a statement, Khan
strongly condemned the
tragic incident and extended
his heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families, pray-
ing for the departed souls to
rest in peace. He also prayed
for the speedy recovery of
the injured individuals and
demanded necessary action
from the authorities to ensure
the safety and security of the
people in the region.

Bomb blast kills three,
injures seven in Mardan

LONDON (Reuters): New
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said Britain needed
to rediscover its identity
and undergo a wider reset,
in his first words outside
his new office at 10
Downing Street, promising
to fight to restore trust in
politics and serve all voters.

Greeted in Downing
Street by a large crowd of
cheering aides and support-
ers after formally accepting
the King's invitation to
become prime minister,
Starmer's first address
made the case for a moder-
ate politics to repair voters'
broken trust. "It is surely
clear to everyone that our
country needs a bigger
reset, a rediscovery of who
we are, because no matter
how fierce the storms of
history, one of the greatest
strengths of this nation has
always been our ability to
navigate a way to calmer
waters," he said.

"This depends upon
politicians, particularly
those who stand for stabili-
ty and moderation, as I do."
He added: "My government
will fight every day until
you believe again. From
now on, you have a govern-
ment unburdened by doc-
trine, guided only by the
determination to serve your
interest. To defy those qui-

etly those who have written
our country off."

"You have given us a
clear mandate, And we will

use it to deliver change."
Earlier, King Charles III
officially appointed
Starmer as prime minister
at Buckingham Palace. A
photograph released by the
palace showed the monarch
shaking hands with
Starmer, whose party won a
landslide election victory.

“The king received in
Audience The Right
Honourable Sir Keir
Starmer MP today and
requested him to form a
new administration,” a
palace statement read. “Sir
Keir accepted his majesty’s
offer and kissed hands upon
his appointment as prime
minister and first lord of the
Treasury.” Starmer vowed
to bring change to Britain

as its next prime minister
after his Labour Party
surged to a comprehensive
win in a parliamentary elec-
tion, ending 14 years of
often tumultuous
Conservative government.

The centre-left Labour
was set to win a massive
majority in the 650-seat
parliament with Sunak’s
Conservatives poised to
suffer the worst perform-
ance in the party’s long his-
tory as voters punished
them for a cost of living cri-
sis, failing public services,
and a series of scandals.
“Change begins now,”
Starmer said in a victory
speech.

“We said we would end
the chaos, and we will, we
said we would turn the
page, and we have. Today,
we start the next chapter,
begin the work of change,
the mission of national
renewal and start to
rebuild our country.
“Tonight, people here and
around the country have
spoken and they’re ready
for change, to end the pol-
itics of performance, a
return to politics as public
service,” Starmer said
after winning his seat in
London. “The change
begins right here … You
have voted. It is now time
for us to deliver.”

UK PM says Britain 
must rediscover its identity

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Military
leadership expressed con-
cern over the unwarranted
criticism on the Operation
Azm-e-Istehkam by some
quarters, said ISPR.

According to the mili-
tary's media wing, the top
military brass took up the
matter during the 265th
Corps Commanders’
Conference (CCC)
presided over by Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) Gen
Asim Munir at GHQ on
Friday. The forum paid trib-
ute to the sacrifices of mar-
tyrs of the armed forces,
law enforcement agencies
and the citizens who have
laid their lives for peace
and stability in the country.

The forum undertook a
comprehensive review of
internal and external securi-
ty situation of the country
and had detailed discussion
on various aspects of
Operation Azm-e-
Istehkam, which is aimed at
harnessing the national
counter terrorism efforts in
a synchronised manner to
dismantle the nexus of ter-
rorism and illegal spectrum
in the country for enduring
stability and economic
prosperity.

The top military brass
also deliberated upon

regional security situation,
especially Afghanistan and
reaffirmed its commitment
to regional peace and secu-
rity. The forum expressed
solidarity with the people
of Kashmir and Palestine. It
condemned serious human
rights violations, war
crimes and genocide being
perpetrated in Kashmir and
Gaza.

The military leadership
affirmed its awareness of
the full range of challenges
and resolved to fulfill its
constitutionally mandated
responsibilities with the
support of the resilient peo-
ple of Pakistan. The forum
underscored that onslaught
of politically motivated
digital terrorism, unleashed
by conspirators, duly abet-
ted by their foreign cohorts
against state institutions is
meant to induce despon-
dency in the nation and sow
discord through peddling of
blatant lies, fake news and
propaganda. However, the
armed forces along with the

nation are fully aware of all
such machinations and
stand united and committed
in defeating the notorious
designs of the enemies of
Pakistan.

The top military officials
reiterated to continue full
support of ongoing efforts
in uplifting the socioeco-
nomic growth and whole-
heartedly assisting the gov-
ernment in curbing all ille-
gal activities which hamper
investors’ confidence, eco-
nomic stability and growth.
Expressing full satisfaction
on Army's commitment to
national security, COAS
stressed upon maintaining
high standards of profes-
sionalism and operational
preparedness. Gen Asim
Munir remarked that
Pakistan Army had always
been fully prepared to
thwart all internal and
external challenges and
play its due role in the sta-
bility and prosperity of
Pakistan, regardless of the
challenges posed.

Mily leadership
rejects criticism

on Operation

Imran nods
PTI’s 

participation
in APC

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Former premier Imran
Khan said on Friday that
his party would attend the
All Parties Conference
(APC) convened by PM
Shehbaz Sharif. The PTI
founder announced this
decision while talking to
the reporters inside Adiala
Jail. He stated that his party
would listen to the govern-
ment's stance on the
Operation Azm-i-Istehkam,
adding that the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) had
reservations on it as it
would foment chaos in
country. 

Recognising the exi-
gency of the security situa-
tion, Khan said that the
Tehreek-Taliban-Pakistan
(TTP) couldn't be van-
quished without improving
relations with Afghanistan.
"I am ready to die in jail but
I"ll never accept slavery,"
he reiterated. He further
said that he would ask the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government to register the
FIRs against former pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif,
Khawaja Asif and Maryam
Nawaz for their inflamma-
tory speeches against state
institutions in past.

Federal govt
challenges

IHC verdict
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government has chal-
lenged the Islamabad High
Court’s (IHC) verdict in the
alleged audio leak case
involving Bushra Bibi and
the son of former Chief
Justice Saqib Nisar in the
Supreme Court (SC).

As per details, the appeal
has nominated the former
Chief Justice’s son, PTA,
Ministry of Defense, and oth-
ers as parties. The govern-
ment argues that the IHC’s
decision is contrary to facts
and that the high court had
granted relief that was not
even requested. The plea also
contends that the IHC has no
authority to take suo motu
notice under Article 199,
hereby the high court’s deci-
sion should be declared null
and void.

The federal government
stated that when an alleged
audio leak involving the dis-
tribution of tickets surfaced,
the National Assembly
Speaker took notice and
formed a committee. The for-
mer Chief Justice’s son had
also challenged the commit-
tee’s summons in the IHC.
The government argues that
the IHC’s demand for reports
from institutions is an over-
stepping of its authority and
that the high court cannot
conduct fact-finding.

Earlier, the IHC declared
that ‘any form of surveil-
lance’ on citizens was illegal
and unconstitutional, asking
Prime Minister (PM)
Shehbaz Sharif to explain
who is ‘responsible for the
mass surveillance. IHC
Justice Babar Sattar issued a
written order on the plea of
Bushra Bibi, wife of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan, and
Najamus Saqib, son of for-
mer chief justice Saqib Nisar,
against the audio leaks.

In the written order,
Justice Sattar said that the
federal government was
responsible for the surveil-
lance of four million citi-
zens and PM Shehbaz and
cabinet members are “col-
lectively and individually”
responsible for the mass
surveillance. 

Torrential rains
may cause
flash floods

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has warned that
torrential rains may cause
flash floods, urban flooding
and landslides in the vulnera-
ble areas during the period of
July 5-7. 

Torrential rains will cause
flash floods in local nul-
lahs/streams of Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Murree, Gall-
iyat, Mansehra, Kohistan,
Abbottabad, Dir, Swat,
Kashmir and hill torrents of
Dera Ghazi Khan from July
05-07. Heavy rains may
cause urban flooding in
Lahore, Sialkot, Gujranwala,
Narowal, Rawalpindi,
Faisalabad and Peshawar
during the period, the PMD
said.
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KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh government has
decided to further
strengthen the Excise &
Narcotics Control
Department in order to
protect the new genera-
tion, especially children,
from the dangers of drugs.

This decision was made
during a meeting chaired
by Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah at
the CM House. Senior
Minister for Information
and Excise & Narcotics,
Sharjeel Memon, Chief
Secretary Asif Hyder
Shah, PSCM Agha Wasif,
Secretary of Excise &
Taxation Saleem Rajput,
DG Narcotics Control
Usman Siddiqui, and oth-
ers attended the meeting. 

Minister Excise &
Narcotics Sharjeel Memon
briefing the CM said that
he has controlled drug
peddling in Hyderabad
and has taken strict meas-
ures in Karachi to stop its
penetration in educational
institutions and even in the
slum areas. 

At this, the CM said
that the penetration of syn-
thetic drugs into educa-

tional institutions was a
serious threat to our chil-
dren. “I want to stop it
once and for all for which
the police, ANF and
Excise & narcotics dept
would have to work
together,” he said.  

The senior minister
announced the establish-
ment of Excise &
Narcotics check posts in
the bordering areas of
Sindh with other
provinces.

He mentioned that the
Excise & Narcotics check-
post at Hub, which was
abolished in 2007, would
be revived to control drug
smuggling into Sindh. 

In response to a ques-
tion, the CM stated that the
Excise & Narcotics
Control department has 47
police stations including
six in Karachi, 11 in
Hyderabad, eight in
Sukkur, 10 in Larkana, five
in Mirpurkhas, and seven
in Shaheed Benazirabad.

It was disclosed the
department has also check-
posts, three each in
Karachi and Larkano, two
each in Hyderabad, Sukkur
and Shaheed Benazirabad

divisions.
Murad Ali Shah directed

the Minister of Excise &

Narcotics to further
strengthen Narcotic police
with necessary equipment,

vehicles and gadgets so
that they work at full
capacity.

Murad orders strengthening 
provisional narcotics wing

KARACHI (PPI):
Governor Sindh Kamran
Khan Tessori today
expressed his intention to
enhance trade relations
with Iran and other friendly
nations.

He emphasized that the
bilateral relations between
Pakistan and Iran are
established not only at the
governmental level but
also among the people.
Tessori is optimistic about
the positive and far-reach-
ing outcomes of the visit
by a delegation from vari-
ous Iranian universities.

He made these remarks
during a meeting with the

Iranian universities' delega-
tion at the Governor House.
The meeting was attended
by Iran’s Vice Consul
General Ghulam Abbas
Zaboli, Chairman of
Pakistan Higher Education
Commission Professor Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed, and other
officials.

Iranian delegation calls
on Sindh governor

Court Notice

In the Court of Qurat-ul-
Ain Rashid, Senior Civil
Judge/ Judge Family Court
Swabi, Hamda Sehar VS
Abass, Suit Number :
98/FC, Institution Date :
30- 04-2024, Hearing Date
: 31-07-2024, Subject:
Dissolution of Marriage,
Notice to : (1) Abass  S/o
Farooq R/o Mohallah,
Panch Pao, KOTHA, Teh,
Topi, Distt, Swabi, present-
ly at UAE. Defendant No.1

The service through
ordinary means is difficult,
so you are informed to
attend the Court on 31-07-
2024 personally, through
counsel or attorney to
avoid ex-parte proceeding

Name Correction

My correct name is
Amanullah. Please read &
correct it in my SSC docu-
ments as Amanullah
instead of Amanullah
Khan, r/o Teh: & District
Bannu.
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PESHAWAR (APP): The
local leader of Tehreek e
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP),
Dildar Khan on Friday
forcefully switched on
electricity transmission
from Matani Grid Station
here.

According to the
PESCO Spokesman, in
areas where the duration of
electricity load shedding
was more than other areas
due to excessive line loss-
es, local people including
the political figures boke-
in to power grids and
switched on the power
transmission to their areas.

He said the incidents of
harassment of PESCO
employees were on the
rise and the staff in a bid
avoid public rage accept
their unlawful demands,

According to the
spokesman, the ratio of
line losses on Matani Grid
was 85.5 percent. 

In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, he said
forcefully switching on
electricity transmission
with the consent of local
political figures has now

become a trend posing
threat to the entire trans-
mission system and
PESCO staff security.

A few days back the
protestors switched on
electricity from Golozai
and Muhammad Zai feed-
ers during a protest rally,
he said adding the ratio of
line losses on Golozai
feeder was 80.7% while
on Muhammad Zai feeder
was facing a line loss of
71.9 percent.

Power suspension for
Peshawar notified

Peshawar Electric
Supply Company
(PESCO) on Friday noti-
fied that due to mainte-
nance work power supply
will remain suspended
from Peshawar City Grid
Station on 6th and 8th
July from 6:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. resultantly
consumers of
Sikandarpura, Chughal
Pura, Jahgra, Hussain
Road, Gulbahar, Phandu
Road, City home,
Islamabad, Sheikh Abad
feeders will face incon-
venience.

Likewise, it that power
supply will remain sus-
pended from Peshawar
Cantt Grid Station on 9th
and 11th July from 7:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. resul-
tantly consumers of
Tehkal, Islamia College,
KTH, Commercial,
Jahangirabad, University
Town, NCR feeders will
face inconvenience.

The power supply will
also remain suspended
from Taru Jabba Grid
Station on 6th and 8th
July from 6:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. resultantly
consumers of Scarp,
Wapda Colony, PSO,
Tarnab, Akbar Pura, Taru
Jabba New, Scarp 1,
Akbar Pura New, Wazir
Garhi feeders will face
inconvenience.

The power supply will
remain suspended from
Haripur Grid Station on
8th July from 8:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. resultantly con-
sumers of KTS 1,2, Swabi
Mera, Swabi Mera 2,
Town 1,2,3,4,5, SNK,
Judicial Complex feeders
will face inconvenience.

July 5
termed

darkest day
PESHAWAR (APP) The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Faisal Karim
Kundi, here Friday
declared 5th July as a
darkest day in Pakistan's
history, reflecting on the
demise of democratic
principles, constitution
and the ideologies of its
founders.

In his message here,
Faisal Karim Kundi stat-
ed that July 5, 1977
marked a darkest chapter
with the imposition of
martial law on the demo-
cratic government of for-
mer Prime Minister
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto.

He emphasized that
Quaid-e-Awam Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's
great daughter and former
Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto, had prioritized
the preservation of the
state and embraced mar-
tyrdom for democracy
and right of people.

Even after Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto's martyr-
dom, he said that
President Asif Ali Zardari
raised the slogan
"Pakistan Khappe" to
ensure supremacy of the
democracy, constitution
and nation's integrity.

Faisal Karim Kundi
highly praised the efforts
of Pakistan People's
Party's (PPP), highlight-
ing its leadership continu-
ous struggle for democra-
cy, rights  of people and
the country's progress and
development. 

He underscored the
significance of complet-
ing the vision of Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto for
Pakistan's advancement,
expressing full support
for Chairman PPP
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
leadership in this endeav-
or.

Governor KP reaf-
firmed his strong com-
mitment to honor PPP
workers and martyrs of
Pakistan, pledging to play
a pivotal role under
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari's leadership in
fulfilling the mission of
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto.

KP announce
public

holiday on
1st Muharram
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment has announced a
public holiday on 1st
Muharram, a notification
to this effect said on
Friday.

The notification issued
from the administrative
department said there will
be a public holiday in the
province on 1st Muharram
ul Haram on account of
Shahadat of the 2nd
Caliph, Hazrat Umar
(RA).

Kundi
condemns

blast
PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Faisal Karim
Kundi here Friday con-
demned explosion near
Jalala bridge Takhtbhai in
Mardan district and
expressed sorrow over loss
of two lives in the blast.

The Governor
expressed sympathy with
the families of the
bereaved families.

He prayed for highest
place of the victims in
eternal peace and speedy
recovery of the injured.

The Governor said that
he equally shared the grief
and sorrow through which
the victims families were
passing through.

PESHAWAR (APP): Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday attended the certifi-
cate distribution ceremony at the
National Institute of Management
(NIM) Islamabad, where he awarded
certificates to the government officials
who completed the 40th Mid-Career
Management Course.

During the ceremony, the Governor
congratulated the officials from vari-
ous government departments and
appreciated their professional skills.

On this occasion, Director General
NIM Muhammad Tariq Moj briefed
the Governor about the training cours-
es conducted by the institute. In his
key note address, Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi said that these training
courses not only enhances the profes-
sional capabilities of the officials but
also prepares them to face future chal-
lenges. 

He added that government officials
engaged in public service hold a very
important position in society, and the
well-being of the public is linked to
their prompt services.

The Governor advised government
officials to reduce the gap between
themselves and the public and ensure

timely delivery of services to restore
public trust. 

He emphasized the need for
improving the efficiency of govern-
ment institutions and officials while
innovating methods of public service.

The ceremony was also attended by
Chief Instructor of the Mid-Career
Management Course Samreen Zahra,
Chief Instructor of the Senior
Management Course Muhammad
Masood Ahmed, and officials from
various government departments.  The
Governor urged government employ-
ees to perform their duties with
courage and integrity to uphold the
dignity and grandeur of the country.

KP Governor visits NVTTC,
highlight significance of market ori-
ented training to youth

Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Faisal Karim Kundi has said that steps
would be taken for empowerment of
women and youth and to train them
according to demands of contempo-
rary market. 

He said this during his visit to
National Vocational Technical
Training Commission (NVTTC) on
Friday. On the occasion, KP Governor
was also briefed by Chairperson of

NVTTC, Gulmina Bilal and Executive
Director, Muhammad Aamir about
working of the commission.

KP Governor termed Pakistani
workers serving outside the country as
ambassadors and said that they played
a significant role in sending foreign
exchange. He said that majority of
laborers working in gulf countries
belong to Pakistan and added that they
can earn a better livelihood in native
areas if provided training modern
technologies.

Faisal Karim said that youth and
women would also be provided train-
ings in field of mining, tourism and
gemstone sector enabling them to
explore opportunities in Central Asian
States. 

Governor also urged authorities in
NVTTC to develop a liaison with uni-
versities and educational institutions
to train youth in modern and diversi-
fied fields. He also assured his cooper-
ation to commission in training youth
and women. 

He was also informed that training
of about 1000 children are underway
in the commission under BISP while
more than 600,000 youth were provid-
ed training in various fields. 

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Serv ice
delivery is not just about
completing tasks; it's
about providing value,
care, and respect to those
you serve. To excel in
public service delivery, a
combination of skills and
the right kind of attitude is
essential. 

These views were
expressed by Lt. General
(Rtd) Mumtaz Gul, HI (M)
& TBt on the eve of the
graduation ceremony of
the 40th Mid-Career
Management Course
(MCMC) at the National
Institute of Management,
Peshawar, where he was
chief guest on the occa-
sion. He added that public
servants must possess
good interpersonal and

problem-solving skills,
empathy, and a people-
centric approach.
Patience, continuous
learning, resilience, and
teamwork are vital neces-
sities of professionalism
that will yield the desired
dividends in almost all cir-
cumstances. The right atti-
tude is the key factor for
efficient and effective
public service delivery. 

A good public servant
must have a positive and
friendly attitude while
dealing with people.

While highlighting the
contributions of the
National Institute of
Management, Peshawar,
he said, "I have seen a sea
change and transformation
in the performance and
physical infrastructure of
the institution during the

past few years ever since
my long association with
it." 

He said that NIM
Peshawar and its dedicat-
ed management, hard-
working faculty, and staff
have been serving a great
national cause by provid-
ing quality training to our
future leaders. 

He further said that
public servants have to
guard their integrity and
their reputation through
the exhibition of the right
kind of attitude and a pos-
itive approach to public
service delivery. 

He urged the graduating
participants to capitalize
on the newly imbibed
skills and knowledge
while dealing with their
professional assignments.
On this occasion, Chief

Instructor MCMC Dr.
Muqeem-ul-Islam present-
ed the course report. 

He said that the 40th
MCMC comprised 34
officers, including 05
female officers represent-
ing almost all linguistic
entities and geographic
areas of Pakistan, includ-
ing AJK and Gilgit-
Baltistan. 

The nine modules
taught to the participants
during the 10 weeks of
training covered issues of
local, national, and inter-
national significance. 

On the eve, the chief
guest awarded course
completion certificates to
the graduates. At the end,
Chief Instructor SMC
Tariq Bakhtiar presented
NIM's shield to the chief
guest.

Respect to people in service delivery
carried paramount importance: Mumtaz

KP Governor attends
certificate distribution

ceremony at NIM

PESHAWAR: Lt.General (Rtd) Mumtaz Gul, faculty of NIM/PARD/PPSA and graduating officers  of 40th
MCMC on the eve of graduation ceremony of the 40th Mid-Career Management Course at NIM Peshawar.

PESHAWAR (APP): Many
soldiers have died in wars
and thousands returns as
Ghazis but very few earn
respect and appreciation
from the opponent army
for their indomitable
courage and heroic battle-
field performance and
become immortalized for-
ever.

Captain Karnal Sher
Khan Shaheed (Nishan-e-
Haider) was one of those
celebrated officer of
Pakistan Army whose
indomitable courage,
unmatched valour, patriot-
ism, devotion to duty, lead-
ership qualities and heroic
battlefield performance
during Kargil War in 1999
had been highly praised by
the Indian Army.

"Death was meaningless
for the 29-year-old cele-
brated officer of the 12th
Northern Light Infantry
(NLI) Regiment, who
fought like a lion against
both the enemy and harsh
weather on an altitude of
17,000 feet on the world's
highest battlefield of Line
of Control (LoC) at
Gultary mountainous
region where he inflicted
heavy humans and materi-
al losses to the enemy,"
said Brigadier (Retd)
Mahmood Shah, Senior
Defence Analyst and for-
mer Secretary Security ex
Fata while talking to APP.

He said the courageous
feat of Capt Sher Khan by
accomplishing the
assigned mission of forc-
ing the enemy to withdraw
left the Indian commander,
Brigadier M.P.S Bajwa
impressed by his splendid
battlefield performance,
indomitable courage and
wrote a citation letter,
requesting Pakistan that
Capt Sher Khan Shaheed
had fought bravely and
deserve recognition.

Later, Capt Karnal Sher
Khan Shaheed (1970-
1999) and Havaldar Lalak
Jan Shaheed (1967-1999)
of the 12th NLI Regiment
were decorated with
Nishan- e-Haider, the
highest military gallantry
award of Pakistan posthu-
mously for their matchless
sacrifices for defence of

the motherland during the
Kargil War.

These celebrated worri-
ars of Pakistan had
embraced Shahadat in
Gultary region near Target
Hills at Kargil on July 5,
1999 and become immor-
talized forever.

Capt Karnal Sher Khan
Shaheed was the first army
officer from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, who was
awarded the prestigious
Nishan-e-Haider.

The entire nation has
paid homage to Capt
Karnal Sher Shahhed on
his 25th martyrdom
anniversary observed with
great respect and admira-
tion at Swabi district on
Friday.

Politicians, civil and
military officials, traders,
businessmen, media men,
relatives, colleagues and
others visited the residence
and gave of Capt Sher
Khan Shaheed at Nawan
Kallay (now renamed after
his name) in Swabi district
and paid homage to the
"Lion of Kargil".

Florals wreaths were
laid on the graves of Capt
Karnal Sher Khan Shaheed
at Swabi and Havaldar
Lalak Jan Shaheed (NH) at
village Hundur, Yasin
Velley at Ghazir district in
Gilgit Baltistan.

Brigadier Mahmood
Shah said that Pakistan
was a land of martyrs pro-
ducing worriers like Capt
Sher Khan whose
indomitable courage,
invincible leadership and
battlefield performances
was highly praised by the
enemy commanders during
Kargil conflict.

Born at the residence of

Khurshid Khan at Nawan
Kallay in Swabi district on
January 1, 1970, Capt
Karnal Sher Khan
belonged to a respectable
family whose grandfather
took part in the Kashmir
freedom movement in
1948 that resulted libera-
tion of Azad Kashmir from
the Indian yoke.

His grandfather had
immense love for the
armed forces of Pakistan
and wished someone from
his family to join Pak
Army to serve the country. 

That is why he gave his
grandson Sher Khan the
title of 'Karnal' (a pashto
version of colonel) that
later become a permanent
part of his name.

To fulfil wish of his
grandfather, Capt Sher
Khan after passing inter-
mediate examination, has
joined the prestigious
Pakistan Military academy
(PMA) Kakul in 1992 and
got commission in 27th
Sindh Regiment on 14th
October 1994.

He was later posted in
12th NLI Regiment during
the Kargil War where he
emerged as a symbol of
mettle and courage.

He was deployed in a
forward location at Gultary
region where he set up per-
sonal examples of bravery.

Capt Sher had defended
five strategic posts, which
he had established with his
soldiers at the height of
17,000 feet in Gultary
area.

On July 5, 1999, Indians
forces with the help of two
battalions, attacked these
posts and managed to cap-
ture some portion of one of
his post. Inspite of facing

all odds, he led a counter-
attack and re-captured the
lost portion by inflicting
huge losses to the enemy.

True to his name, Capt
Sher Khan chased the
enemy and conducted
many successful raids in
the enemy area. During
one of such raid, he went
inside the enemy camp
where he inflicted heavy
losses to them.

During the fierce battle,
he received burst of
machine gun fire in the
chest and embraced
Shahadat on July 5, 1999.

His epic action in the
battlefield true to his name
earned him the title of
"Loin of Kargil". He
emerged as a symbol of
great patriotism and valour
among the young officers
and jawans of the Pakistan
Army.

The family of the
Shaheed said that Captain
Sher Khan had laid down
his life for Pakistan and his
supreme sacrifice has
raised heads of all
Pakistani high.

The lion of Kargil had
often recited Pashto's two
verses, "If whole world
become heaven I will not
give the mud of my coun-
try. If my country need my
blood I will shed all my
blood for Pakistan."

His body when brought
to his native village for
burial on July 18, 1999, a
sea of people arrived to see
his last glimpses and
attended his funeral prayer
at Swabi.

Later, he was laid to rest
in his native village Sher
Khan Kallay with full mil-
itary honors where a mau-
soleum constructed.

A Cadet College at
Ismaila village near his
hometown on main Swabi-
Mardan Road has been
constructed and named
after Captain Karnal Sher
Khan Shaheed.

The best tribute to the
Shaheed was that all of us
should work hard with full
dedication and profession-
al commitment in their
selected professions to
make Pakistan more
stronger and economically
prosperous.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In recogni-
tion of the transformative
role of social media in
modern governance, the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Information Department
has embarked on a proac-
tive initiative to regulate
and streamline digital plat-
forms. 

This strategic step aims
to optimize government
communications and bol-
ster public outreach
through efficient use of
social media channels.

Responding to recent
unfounded story aired by a
private television channel,
Mr. Arshad Khan, Secretary
to the Government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Information & PRs

Department, categorically
dismissed the story as base-
less and devoid of facts. 

He underscored the
establishment of the
Social/Digital Media
Directorate as pivotal in
managing all social and
digital media needs of the
government. 

"Through this
Directorate, we will con-
duct surveys, polls, and rig-
orous pre and post-cam-
paign analyses to gauge the
impact of digital media ini-
tiatives. Insights gleaned
from social media will pro-
vide valuable inputs for
policy formulation," he
elaborated.

The newly formed
Social/Digital Media
Directorate will oversee
critical functions such as

verifying government
department accounts, rais-
ing public awareness via
digital platforms, executing
targeted campaigns, formu-
lating comprehensive
social media policies, and
monitoring online dis-
course in collaboration with
agencies like the Federal
Investigation Agency and
NR3C. Specifically, it will
address concerns such as
anti-state rhetoric, misin-
formation, anti-religious
content, and emotionally
charged online material.

This initiative is expect-
ed to standardize and
enhance the credibility of
all government social
media channels, ensuring
transparent and effective
communication with the
public.

Info Dept to establish
social/digital media

directorate

TLP leader forcefully
switches on electricity

25th martyrdom anniversary of Captain Karnal Sher Khan

A symbol of indomitable
courage remembered

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
Finance and Inter-
Provincial Coordination,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Muzammil Aslam stated
that all necessary and fun-
damental measures will be
taken to secure the
province's rights.

Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Advisor for
Finance, Muzammil Aslam,
has officially taken over the
additional charge of the
Department of Inter-
Provincial Coordination.
Secretary Inter-Provincial
Coordination Mehmood
Hasan and Deputy
Secretary Fazal Subhan,
along with several officials,
provided him with a

detailed briefing on the
department's affairs and
functions.

After assuming the
charge, Advisor Muzammil
Aslam released a statement
expressing his gratitude to
PTI founder Imran Khan
and Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur for entrusting
him with another important
portfolio alongside the
Finance Department.
Aslam mentioned that the
Finance Department had
been in constant communi-
cation and correspondence
with the federal govern-
ment, and now he will
effectively assist the Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in addressing
the financial and other

longstanding issues of the
I n t e r - P r o v i n c i a l
Coordination Department.
He assured that efforts
would be made to resolve
these issues promptly.

He highlighted that sig-
nificant progress and suc-
cess have been achieved in
the financial matters of the
current new government,
including the allocation of
development funds for
merged districts, recovery
of dues in the oil and gas
sector, and recovery of
hydropower dues.
Muzammil Aslam empha-
sized that all legitimate,
fundamental, and key steps
will be taken to secure the
province's rights, ensuring
maximum relief for the
province.

Inter-Provincial Coordination

Muzammil thanks PTI
founder, Chief Minister

for second portfolio
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Three killed
in firing

Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWSHERA: Three
people were killed in
firing of armed men at
Nowshera mine in Misri
Bandha police station
jurisdiction on Friday.
According to details,
the incident took place
during mining near
Colonel Sher Khan
Interchange where
armed men opened fire
over bilateral dispute.
As a result of firing,
three people including
Luqman, Mursaleen
and Arshad were killed
on the spot. The
deceased hailed from
Mardan. The bodies
were shifted to hospital
for postmortem and
police after registering a
case into the incident
started raids to arrest
the culprits. 

Lawyers Forum
call on Bilawal

F.P. Report

QUETTA: A delegation
of Peoples Lawyers
Forum Balochistan
under the leadership of
President, Peoples
Lawyers Forum, Beh-
ram Tungi, called on
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari at Chief
Minister’s Secretariat
on Friday. The delega-
tion apprised the PPP
chairman of the prob-
lems being faced by the
lawyers. Bilawal direct-
ed Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti to address the
problems of lawyers on
priority basis.  On the
occasion, President
Pakistan Peoples Party,
Balochistan, Changez
Jamali, Secretary Infor-
mation PPP Balo-
chistan, Sardar Sar-
bulund Jogezai, General
Secretary, Peoples
Lawyers Forum, Balo-
chistan, and Ali Asghar,
Secretary Information,
Abdul Rahim Kakar,
Mubasir Ababaki, Zain-
ud-Din Kakar, Syed
Sultan Shah, Nasir
Hussain Jamali,
Andleeb Qaisrani, Syed
Zahoor Agha, Malik
Tanveer Aslam Sha-
hwani, Jamal Shah and
Naeem Kolachi were
also present. 

Utility Stores
employees held

SUKKUR (INP): Two
staff members of Utility
Stores in Sukkur were
arrested by police for
demanding extortion
money from their offi-
cer. According to
details, four people
including three Utility
Stores staff members
demanded Rs4 mln ran-
som from their Zonal
Manager Qaiser Saeed
via Katcha dacoits.
Moazzam Ali, Izhar Ali
and Liaquat Ali, the
staff member of Utility
Stores, have been
booked at the Abad
police station in Sukkur
on the charges of
demanding extortion
money from their zonal
in-charge through
Katcha dacoits. Two
employees have been
arrested by the police,
who are currently on
physical remand, while
police raiding for the
arrest of another staff
member of Utility
Stores and a dacoit.
Katcha dacoits have
become a serious issue
in Sindh, as kidnapping
for ransom, witnessed a
surge in the recent past.

Food Authority
conducts operation

F.P. Report

D I KHAN: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Food
Safety and Halal Food
Authority’s team on
Friday conducted opera-
tions at several places
and bazaars of the city
and checked the quality
of food items at various
shops. On the direction
of Deputy Director Halal
Food Authority Dera
Wasif Khan, different
teams of KP FS&HFA
conducted raids on dairy
shops, grocery stores,
bakeries, milk shops,
food and drink points in
various bazaars of the
city. The Authority’s
team inspected various
food items and checked
these items at mobile
laboratory on the spot
besides sending some
samples to the laboratory
for further examination. 
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JAMSHORO: A state-of-
the-art computerized
Examination Center, spon-
sored by Higher Education
Commission of Pakistan,
was inaugurated by Vice
Chancellor Prof Ikram Din
Ujjan at Liaquat University
of Medical & Health
Sciences (LUMHS)
Jamshoro 

According to a LUMHS
statement issued today,
addressing the inaugural
session, the Vice
Chancellor expressed that
the establishment of this
state-of-the-art computer-
ized examination center
represented a significant
advancement in their com-
mitment to providing high-
quality, efficient, and
secure examination servic-
es for undergraduates as
well as for postgraduates.

He said: "This examina-
tioncenter will help to
address the escalating
requirement for technologi-
cally advanced and stream-
line examination proce-
dures, and this initiative is

designed to cater to a wide
range of academic and pro-
fessional examination
needs, ensuring a seamless,
secure, and efficient testing
environment."

The Vice Chancellor
extended his deepest grati-
tude to the Higher
Education Commission for
their generous funding and
unwavering support in
making this project a reali-
ty. Their investment in this
initiative underscores their
commitment to advancing
educational standards and
providing the necessary
resources for technological
advancement in examina-
tion processes.

He added that the exam-
ination center contained
four Labs, each lab
equipped with high-per-
formance computers with
cutting-edge software and
hardware to facilitate a
range of testing formats.
"Advanced security meas-
ures are implemented,
including biometric verifi-
cation, CCTV surveillance,
and secure login protocols
to maintain the integrity of

the examination process."
Ujjan informed that on-

site technical support and
administrative staff would
be available to assist candi-
dates with any issues dur-
ing the examination
process.

State-of-the-art computerized
Examination Center inaugurated

FAISALABAD (INP):
Three persons including
two minor girls were killed
and four others injured in
different rain-related inci-
dents, here on Friday.

According to Rescue-
1122 officials, the roof of a
dilapidated home in Jinnah
Colony, Narrwala Road,
caved in due to rain. As a
result, 9-month-old baby
girl, Madiha Fatima,
daughter of Shahzad, was
killed under the debris. The
body was recovered and
handed over to the family
later on.

In the second incident, a
wall of a home collapsed
due to rain in Sitara Park
City, Jaranwala Road.
Consequently, three-year-
old girl Swera, daughter of
Imran, died on-the-spot.
Iqra (29), wife of Imran,
suffered injuries in the inci-
dent. 

A rescue team shifted the
injured to hospital and
handed over the body of the
minor to the family. A shop-
keeper was electrocuted in

Madanpura Chowk,
Narwala Road. Ayub (40)
touched the shutter of his
shop to open locks, but he
suffered fatal electric shock
and died instantly. The
deceased was a resident of
Street No. 21, Razaabad.

In another mishap, the
roof of a home in Street No.
1, Mohalla Haiderabad,
Kashmir Road, Ghulam
Muhammad Abad col-
lapsed in rain. Three chil-
dren -- Marya (10), Eman
Fatima (13) and Talha (17)
were injured in the inci-
dent. They were rushed to
the General Hospital.

FDA DG orders
redressing public com-
plaints: Faisalabad
Development Authority
(FDA) Director General
(DG) Muhammad Asif
Chaudhry has directed the
officers to redress public
complaints on top priority
basis.

Taking serious notice of
pendency of public com-
plaints received through
various forums or directly,

he directed the officers in-
charge of various depart-
ments of the FDA to fully
monitor the process of
expeditious redress of pub-
lic complaints. In this
regard, no unnecessary
delay would be tolerated at
any cost, he warned.

He said disciplinary
action would be taken
against the staff who did
not pay attention to solving
on the public problems. He
also ordered to keep the
enforcement teams ready
round-the-clock to deal
with the complaints related
to encroachments, illegal
constructions, unauthorised
commercialisation and
unapproved housing
schemes. 

He also emphasised
making performance of
One Window Countre in
line with public expecta-
tions. The FDA services
would be transformed as
complaint-free so that pub-
lic trust in the institution
could be further strength-
ened, he added.

Three killed in 
rain-related incidents

F.P. Report

LARKANA: District Cou-
ncil Larkana held budget
meeting under the chairman-
ship of chairman Ijaz Ahmed
Laghari, in which he present-
ed the budget for the next fis-
cal year 2024-25, on Friday.

According to the budget
documents, the proposed
income for the new financial
year is estimated to be 01 bil-
lion 20 crore 74 lakh 78 thou-
sand 482 rupees. While the
total expenditure is likely to
be 01 billion 20 crore 24 lakh
71 thousand 198 rupees, sim-
ilarly, the budget has shown a

budget of 50 lakh 07 thou-
sand 284 rupees. In the budg-
et of the new financial year,
59 crore 24 lakh 71 thousand
198 rupees have been
reserved for non-develop-
mental expenses.

While 61 crore rupees ha-
ve been earmarked for devel-
opment expenditure. 40 crore
44 lakh 41 thousand 198
rupees have been reserved
for salaries and pension, wh-
ile 52 crore 47 lakh 12 thou-
sand rupees have been rese-
rved for the share of octroi
district tax. While last year,
26 crore 90 lakh 80 thousand

rupees were kept for office
stationery, payment of bills,
repair of vehicles and other
expenses. 2 lakhs for taxation
branch and 3 lakhs for engi-
neering branch expenses.

As many as 15 lakh
rupees have been earmarked
for the welfare of the poor,
dowry for girls, students,
minorities, youth, transgen-
der, disabled and 7 lakh 50
thousand rupees have been
earmarked for government
payments, pension gratuity
of employees, electricity
and telephone bills and
other things.

District council presents
Rs1.274b budget

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Speakers at
a meeting have asked con-
sumers to use iodized salt
as it improves the educa-
tional performance in chil-
dren. The Universal Salt
Iodization Programme
(USIP) arranged the meet-
ing at Timergara. The addi-
tional assistant commis-
sioner Hazrat Bilal, USI
zonal manager Syed
Hameed, health profession-
al Dr Wali Khan, social
activist Akbar Khan and
others spoke on the occa-
sion.

The meeting was also
attended by officials of dif-
ferent government depart-
ments including police,
education, health etc. The
USIP programme zonal
manager Syed Hameed
briefed the participants
about the programme and
said the World Health
Organization (WHO) was
promoting the implementa-
tion of programmes to
reduce population dietary.
He said the USI intended
that all salt was iodized.

Other speakers high-
lighted the importance of
iodized salt and said that
iodine deficiency caused
mental and physical disor-

ders. The USIP manager
was of the view that iodine
deficiency always caused
premature abortion in preg-
nant ladies, reduced growth
in neonatal, by birth disor-
ders in children, mental and
physical weaknesses and
birth of dead children. He
said that the population
could overcome iodine
deficiency by consuming
iodized salt.

Dr Wali Khan said that
iodized salt helped create
hormones regulating heart
rate and blood pressure. He
said that it also burns extra
fats leading to heart dis-
ease. He said that iodine
helped the thyroid gland in
the neck, the hormones of
which controlled many of
the body works. He said
that thyroxine was impor-
tant for the growth of bones
and nerves. The additional
assistant commissioner
Hazrat Bilal asked salt fac-
tories’ owners to use iodine
in all salt so that the con-
sumers could intake it in
their food.

Meanwhile, district food
controller Kashif Ihsan
along with assistant food
controller Riaz Ahmad,
food inspector Azam Khan
and assistant Sultani Room
raided different markets in

Ouch bazaar and checked
quality, weight and prices
of various items at general
stores, wheat flour, veg-
etable, fruits and hotels.
The raiding team fined six
of the shopkeepers for
overcharging commuters
and collected Rs 26000 as
fine from them.

Filling stations
observed strike: The
Filling Stations Association
Malakand division
announced a complete
strike against the govern-
ment for imposing extra tax
on petroleum products for
an indefinite period on
Friday.

Talking to local journal-
ists at Timergara the associ-
ation divisional president
Mian Ali Jan, Malik Imtiaz
Khan, Malik Anwar Zeb
and others said that the
government had imposed
Rs 2.36 on petroleum per
litre which was unjustified.
They said the filling sta-
tions owners had rejected
the increase in tax as only
the owners were affected
by it. They said that all fill-
ing stations in Lower Dir,
Upper Dir, Swat, Bajaur,
Chitral, Shangla and Bunir
would remain closed on
Friday (today) against the
government decision.

Iodize salt 
necessary for mental

heal in childhood

Ghazala Anbreen

P
AKISTAN is highly vul-
nerable to climate
change impacts. It faces

significant environmental
challenges as solid waste man-
agement and deforestation due
to problem of pollution.
Unfortunately, it is the biggest
country for producing plastic
waste in South Asia, producing
more than 3.3 million tons of
plastic waste each year.
Islamabad alone produces
approximately 1,535 tons of
solid waste daily.

Due to Unplanned urbaniza-
tion population densities are
higher in main cities and this
leads to many environmental
issues as air and water pollution
due to unplanned housing and
lack of waste management infra-
structure. It leads to a struggle
between environmental sustain-
ability and modernization.
Structural inequalities may
cause biodiversity loss. This vul-
nerability also reflects socioeco-
nomic disparity as those with
less resources have a less capac-
ity to adapt.

In our surroundings we find
most of the things are made of
plastic as it is easily accessible
and durable. But studies reveal
that the plastic products may
take 500 to 600 years for decom-
posing. Experts also say that the
plastic waste which we generate
per year if we pile it up then it
can raise a mountain worth two
Mount Everests.

Water pollution refers to any
kind of contamination present in
water which is not there natural-
ly but it affects the human life
and every kind of living thing.
The environmental campaign
organization WWF indicates
that pollution from toxic chemi-
cals threaten life gravely on this
planet. Changing climate pat-
terns are threatening human and
marine life both.

In Pakistan there are high lev-
els of water pollution in urban
areas coupled with a severe
shortage of safe drinking water.
In 2019 the Federal government
banned the use of plastic bags in
Islamabad. After few years these
bags again came in use by the
general public across the coun-
try. We should be watchful of the
reality that the micro plastic is
harming the aquatic life in dire
proportions.

Clean water provides the
basis for survival but in Pakistan
less than 1 percent of waste
water is treated by industries
before being discharged directly
in the rivers and drains. In 2022
UNICEF had pointed out that
only 36 percent population of
Pakistan had access to clean
drinking water. Due to untreated
water there occurs contamina-
tion of water bodies and soil.
Another study conducted by
UNICEF found out that 20 to 40
percent of the hospital beds in
Pakistan are occupied by
patients suffering from water
related diseases like cholera,
dysentery, hepatitis, typhoid,

diarrhea. 
Water is being polluted due to

different human activities.
Plastic is a kind of bye product
we generate from fossil fuel and
petroleum products. Throwing
of untreated waste plastic in the
water bodies makes it get mixed
with soil nutrients. This is
passed on to the food nutrients
and thus whole Eco system gets
disrupted.

Sewage is the primary source
of contamination of water and its
extensive discharge in the drink-
ing water supply makes water
highly toxic. Disposal of toxic
chemicals from industrial efflu-
ents, pesticides and fertilizers
from agriculture sources and
their discharge in the water bod-
ies aggravates the problem fur-
ther. Aquatic life is threatened
which, in turn, affects the food
chain. In Karachi tons of
syringes and other medical
wastes are found on the Clifton
beach which pose a serious
threat to marine life. Illegal log-
ging, clearing of land for con-
struction and emissions from
vehicles are still other signifi-
cant causes for environmental
pollution.

Plastic bags choke the sewage
lines and nullahs and stagnating
rain water for many days caused
by urban flooding becomes a
reason for spreading viral dis-
eases and all this is extremely
dangerous for human life. Facts
reveal dengue is on the rise
every year. In 2022 NIH
Islamabad reported there were

more than 79,000 confirmed
dengue cases while in 2021 there
were 52, 929 cases and 224
deaths owing to this.

Bangladesh tried to overcome
the plastic bag problem and
banned import, manufacturing
and supply of plastic with a
thickness below 50 microns and
introduced a local substitute jute
bag in the market. In Pakistan
there is a strong need to sensitize
the people to stop using plastic
bags for creating a conducive
sustainable environment.

The major challenge with
plastic recycling is that in
Pakistan there are not many
proper recycling facilities. At
consumer level plastic is being
produced and many products are
made of plastic. There are so
many different types and every
type of different plastic needs to
be recycled properly.

Globally only 9 percent of
plastic waste is recycled.
Providing formal waste manage-
ment solutions to people is the
need of the hour. In our country
important steps must be taken
now on individual and collective
levels to curtail this plastic pol-
lution. Local communities,
NGOs, NPOs can identify high
risk areas and may work in col-
laboration with Government.
The patronage of the govern-
ment is necessary and it can lead
to more allocation of budget on
the areas which require more
attention.

There must be an educational
campaign about environment in

Pakistan about potable water and
sanitation. Sociologically it can
be argued that education system
must instill a sense of environ-
mental protection among the stu-
dents. We need to educate the
people about environmental
issues and importance of switch-
ing to cleaner energy sources
like solar and wind power.
Unethical social and environ-
mental practices must be under
strict rules and penalized so that
the harm to environment may be
minimized.

If we try collectively, combat-
ing plastic problem in Pakistan
is possible. Technological
advancements are required for
this purpose. Introduction of
more incinerators to effectively
dispose of the dangerous waste
can be helpful in mitigating the
harm. There is also a need of
bringing the waste collectors in
some proper social safety nets.
They can be employed on daily
wages. A rethink is the demand
for encouraging people to reduce
pollution by employing the tech-
niques of reuse and recycle.
Some international models can
be studied in this respect. In
Russia there are reverse vending
machines. Through these the
users are rewarded for the Eco
friendly recycling action. The
money earned can be donated to
some charity organization then
and there through the same
machine. In Finland these
machines offer discounts to
users for every return of drink-
ing container.

Likewise, promoting a cul-
ture of cleaning the environ-
ment is also crucial. We may
note that in Japan it is mandato-
ry for the kids to clean their
class rooms and school lawns
themselves on regular basis.
The practice is not only con-
fined to the schools only, the
Japanese people are meticulous
about taking due care of clean-
ing their surroundings and
roads as well.

Some other measures
include use of electric vehicles,
promoting a culture of walking
by foot and creating increased
dependence on using the public
transport. In Luxembourg the
public transport is entirely free.
In Pakistan a modified version
of this practice can be adopted
reducing the fares for ease of
poor who commute through
vans and secondly making pub-
lic transport zones on the
example of Australia can be a
good step to discourage the use
of private vehicles thereby
reducing vehicular emissions.
Evoking an environmental con-
sciousness for proper disposal
of waste is awfully required
and solutions to handle
Pakistan’s waste problem must
be pondered upon seriously.
Encouraging the people to go
for a shift from polyethylene
bags to polypropylene bags can
also be helpful in abatement of
pollution to some extent. With
collective efforts we can make
Pakistan prosper progress and
move ahead.

Pollution in Pakistan, causes and remedies

KP Police
role against
terrorism

hailed
F.P. Report

MANSEHRA: Inspector
General Police (IGP)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Akhtar Hayat Khan
Gandapur has said that the
provincial police stand firm
and playing key role in the
ongoing war on terror. 

This was stated by him
while talking to media per-
sons after attending the
passing out ceremony in
Mansehra Training Institute
on Friday. IG Hazara Tahir
Ayub, DPO Mansehra
Shafiullah Khan Gandapur,
Additional IG Ikramullah
and other police officers
also attended the ceremony. 

IG Police Akhtar Hayat
said that 71 personnel
embraced martyrdom in
2024 and the police have
also achieved considerable
success against terrorism as
around 130 terrorists were
killed while around 400 are
arrested. He said that the
police have ability to face
difficult situation if provid-
ed better training and
coaching. Good training of
police will also strengthen
writ of the government, he
added. The IGP said that
most of the terror incidents
took place in South
Waziristan and operations
were also being conducted
there. He said that provid-
ing a peaceful atmosphere
to people of Waziristan was
top priority of the govern-
ment for which police force
was playing a leading role. 

Three dead
bodies found

F.P. Report

SWABI: The bodies of three
unidentified men were
found near Karnal Sher
Khan Interchange in
Nowshera district on Friday.

Police said three dead
bodies having bullet marks
were found near Karnal
Sher Khan Interchange
adding that the deceased
were killed somewhere else
and later their bodies were
thrown near the inter-
change. Police said initial
investigation confirmed
that those killed belonged
to Mardan district adding
that the bodies have been
shifted to hospital for
medico legal procedure and
identification.

MANSEHRA: Chief Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin Gandapur addressing public gathering.

MANSEHRA: Youngsters bathing in water to get relief from scorching hot
weather.

Couple 
shot dead

GUJJAR KHAN (INP):
Unidentified gunmen shot
dead a couple sleeping in
the courtyard of a house
here, police said on Friday. 

Unknown armed men
barged into a house located
in suburban area Chak
Daultala of tehsil Gujar
Khan and open fire at cou-
ple sleeping in the court-
yard. As a result of firing,
Mazhar Hussain and his
wife were killed on the spot
and culprits fled the scene
after committing dual mur-
der. The bodies were shifted
to THQ Hospital Gujar Kh-
an for postmortem and po-
lice after registering a case
against unidentified murd-
erers started investigations.
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GENEVA (AP): The United
Nations and partners say
more migrants and refugees
in Africa are heading north-
ward toward the
Mediterranean and Europe,
crossing perilous routes in
the Sahara where criminal
gangs subject them to
enslavement, organ
removal, rape, kidnapping
for ransom and other abus-
es.

A report released Friday
by the U.N. refugee and
migration agencies and the
Mixed Migration Centre
research group estimated
that land routes in Africa are
twice as deadly as the sea
lanes across the
Mediterranean — which is
the deadliest maritime route
for migrants in the world.
The report said new conflict
and instability in countries
including Mali, Burkina
Faso and Sudan have been
behind a rise in the number
of journeys toward the
Mediterranean. But Nigeria,
Ivory Coast and Guinea
were the top countries of
origin of migrants.

It comes as many politi-
cians in Europe and beyond,
in an important election
year, have fanned or drawn
support from anti-immi-
grant sentiment. But con-
flict, economic strife,
repression and the impact of
climate change in many
countries in the developing
world has fanned the flow
of migrants across borders
nonetheless — at the risk of
physical abuse and death.
“Refugees and migrants are
increasingly traversing
areas where insurgent
groups, militias and other
criminal actors operate, and
where human trafficking,
kidnapping for ransom,
forced labor and sexual
exploitation are rife,”
according to a summary of
the report, which follows up
on a similar study four
years ago.

The authors admit there
are no comprehensive sta-
tistics on deaths on the land
routes in Africa. But
refugee agency UNHCR
has cited a more-than-
tripling of the number of

refugees and asylum-seek-
ers in Tunisia — a key tran-
sit country for migrants
aiming to get to Europe —
between 2020 and 2023.
The report aimed to spot-
light the dangers of land
routes that lead to the
Mediterranean, which was
crossed by over 72,000
migrants and refugees in the
first half of this year, and
where 785 people have died
or gone missing over those
six months, according to
UNHCR figures.

UNHCR special envoy
Vincent Cochetel, citing
accounts from some
migrants and refugees who
survived, said some smug-
glers dump sick people off
pickup trucks ferrying them
across the desert, or don't go
back to retrieve others who
fall off. "Everyone that has
crossed the Sahara can tell
you of people they know
who died in the desert,
whereas you interview peo-
ple in Lampedusa: Not that
many people will tell you
about people they know
who ... died at sea,” he said,

alluding to an Italian island
in the Mediterranean.

The U.N.'s International
Organization for Migration
reported earlier this year
that more than 3,100 people
died on the Mediterranean
crossing last year. The
authors of the report, which
drew on testimonies from
over 31,000 people, said
international action has
been inadequate and point-
ed to “huge gaps” in protec-
tion and help for people
making the perilous jour-
ney.

“In total, 1,180 persons
are known to have died
while crossing the Sahara
Desert for the period
January 2020 to May 2024,
but the number is believed
to be much higher,” it said.
The risk of sexual violence,
kidnapping and death was
reported by higher percent-
ages of migrants questioned
for the report compared to
the previous one in 2020,
and Algeria, Libya and
Ethiopia were considered
by respondents as the most
dangerous.

Land routes across Africa are
twice as deadly for migrants

DR CONGO (BBC):
Twenty-five soldiers with
the Democratic Republic of
Congo's army have been
sentenced to death for flee-
ing battles against the noto-
rious M23 rebels in the con-
flict-hit east of the country.
The soldiers were also con-
victed of theft by a military
tribunal as they stole goods
from shops in a nearby vil-
lage after abandoning their
positions, an army
spokesman said.

Four of the soldiers'
wives were acquitted by the
military court of receiving
goods looted by their hus-
bands. In March, the gov-
ernment lifted a moratori-
um, in place for more than
20 years, on the death penal-
ty being carried out after the
justice minister cited the

need to remove "traitors"
from the army.

A lawyer for the soldiers,
two of whom were captains,
said he would appeal against
the sentence, which was
handed down by the mili-
tary tribunal in DR Congo's
North Kivu province. In
addition to the 25 who
received death sentences,
one soldier was given a 10-
year prison sentence and
another was acquitted.

In May a military court in
the city of Goma sentenced
eight soldiers to death for
"desertion" and "cowardice"
when fighting rebel forces.
They, too, are appealing
against their sentences. The
M23 rebels have over the
last few days captured sev-
eral towns, including the
strategic town of

Kanyabayonga.
Neighbouring Rwanda is

widely accused of backing
the M23, but the govern-
ment in Kigali denies it. The
UN has said that the current
situation in North Kivu is
"particularly concerning".
In the past week more than
150,000 civilians fled their
homes, it said, worsening a
humanitarian crisis in a
region where 2.8 million
people had already been dis-
placed. North Kivu is also
"perilous" for humanitarian
workers, the UN added.

Two aid workers with the
charity Tearfund were killed
after their convoy was
attacked in the town of
Butembo. The army's fight
against the M23 and other
rebel groups in the east has
long been hampered by the

disarray within its ranks.
The army is seen as unpro-
fessional and badly disci-
plined. Soldiers complain of
poor pay and a lack of
equipment. Both the UN
and regional states have
troops in DR Congo to sup-
port the army, but they have
failed to stem the violence.

M23 fighters are said to
be well-armed and disci-
plined. The rebel group
began operating in 2012
ostensibly to protect the
Tutsi population in the east
of DR Congo, which had
long complained of persecu-
tion and discrimination.
Despite Rwanda's denials,
UN experts - along with
France and the US - say the
M23 is supported by
President Paul Kagame's
government.

DR Congo soldiers 
sentenced to death for desertion

DODOMA (BBC): A
Tanzanian portrait artist,
who was accused of burning
a photo of President Samia
Suluhu Hassan, has been
sentenced to two years in
prison or a fine of $2,000
(£1,600) after being found
guilty of cybercrimes.
Shadrack Chaula was arrest-
ed for allegedly recording a
viral video, showing him
burning a picture of
President Hassan while ver-
bally insulting her. The 24-
year-old painter admitted
committing the crime and
failed to defend his action in
court. His arrest sparked
legal controversy, with
some lawyers saying that no
law was broken in burning
the picture.

Some social media users
have started an online drive
to raise money to pay
Chaula's fine so he can be

freed from jail. In 2018,
Tanzania enacted tough
laws against the spread of
"fake news", which critics
see as a way of curbing free-
dom of expression. Police
said Chaula used "strong
words" against the president
in the video he posted on his
TikTok account on 30 June
in Ntokela village, in the
south-western city of
Mbeya.

Local police chief
Benjamin Kuzaga on
Tuesday told journalists that
the artist's offences included
burning the president's por-
trait and disseminating
offensive content online. "It
is not the culture of Mbeya
people to insult our national
leaders," Mr Kuzaga said.
Some lawyers said there
was no law that criminalises
burning a picture of the
president.

“Was the picture taken by
a government photogra-
pher? Let them come out
publicly and explain their
impact on society and the
nation. Who can show the
law that burning a picture is
an offence?” lawyer Philip
Mwakilima told the
Mwananchi newspaper. But
the act, which is deemed
unethical in Tanzania,
sparked public outrage.
Magistrate Shamla
Shehagilo found Chaula
guilty of distributing videos
on TikTok that contained
false information in viola-
tion of the country's cyber
laws. The court ruled that
his actions constituted
cyber-harassment and
incitement. Chaula
remained silent when given
the chance to defend himself
against the charges, local
media reported.

Tanzanian artist who burned
president’s picture jailed

ASTANA (BBC):
Hungary's Prime Minister
Viktor Orban has arrived in
Moscow to meet Russian
President Vladimir Putin
for talks on the war in
Ukraine. The visit has been
criticised by EU leaders,
who have emphasised that
Mr Orban is not acting on
behalf of the bloc.

Mr Orban is the EU's
only head of national gov-
ernment to have kept close
ties to the Kremlin follow-
ing its full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022. He
described the trip as a
"peace mission" in a post
on X. It comes days after he
visited Kyiv. In footage of
the meeting, Mr Putin said
the Hungarian prime minis-
ter was visiting "not just as
a long-time partner" but as
a European Union repre-
sentative. Hungary has just
taken over the EU's rotating
presidency, and will hold it
to the end of the year.

Viktor Orban, speaking
in the meeting, said:
"Hungary will slowly
become the last European
country that can talk to
everyone." Some European
leaders openly condemned
the Moscow trip. Finland's
Prime Minister Petteri Orpo
called it "disturbing news",
while Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk
tweeted: "The European

Council is clear: Russia is
the aggressor, Ukraine is
the victim. No discussions
about Ukraine can take
place without Ukraine." He
went on: "The rumours
about your visit to Moscow
cannot be true,
@PM_ViktorOrban, or can
they?" "Appeasement will
not stop Putin," European
Commission head Ursula
von der Leyen wrote on X.

"Only unity and determi-
nation will pave the path to
a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in Ukraine."
In a statement, High
Representative of the EU
for Foreign Affairs Josep
Borrell said the trip "takes
place, exclusively, in the
framework of the bilateral
relations between Hungary
and Russia".

Russia's president told
Mr Orban he would be
happy to discuss "the
nuances" of his recent
Ukraine settlement plan, in
which he offered talks if
Ukraine pulled out of
Russian-occupied regions.
The Kremlin leader voiced
a number of tough pre-con-
ditions for negotiations, but
Kyiv and its Western allies
say these would be tanta-
mount to Ukraine's capitu-
lation. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky - who
has had frosty relations
with Mr Orban - did not

publicly respond to the pro-
posal.

Many Ukrainians
believe any ceasefire would
simply cement Russia’s
hold over territory it has
seized from Ukraine and, if
negotiations were to take
place, they would prefer
them to be conducted from
a position of strength rather
than on the back foot. Mr
Orban has been a vocal crit-
ic of Western support for
Ukraine. He previously
slowed agreement on a
�50bn ($54bn; £42bn) EU
aid package designed to
support Ukraine in its
defence against Russia.

Tuesday's visit to Kyiv
was his first in 12 years,
while he met Mr Putin
repeatedly during that time.
During Mr Orban's joint
appearance with Mr
Zelensky, the body lan-
guage between them was
not warm, and neither took
questions from the media
after they gave their state-
ments. But for the next six
months Mr Orban's position
as head of the Council of
the European Union means
he has an influential role as
a figurehead for Europe. He
came to Ukraine on his sec-
ond day in that role for dis-
cussions, saying there was a
need to solve previous dis-
agreements and focus on
the future.

Hungary’s PM meets
Putin for talks on Ukraine

LONDON: Keir Starmer has become
the United Kingdom’s new prime
minister after his centre-left opposi-
tion Labour Party swept to a landslide
victory, ending 14 years of
Conservative rule. “The work for
change begins immediately,” Starmer
said in a speech outside 10 Downing
Street, the prime minister’s official
residence. “We will rebuild Britain.
…. Brick by brick, we will rebuild the
infrastructure of opportunity.”

“Pleased with our first discussion.
We will continue the work begun
with the UK for our bilateral cooper-
ation, for peace and security in
Europe, for the climate and for AI,”
Macron posted on X. “Keir Starmer
has brought the Labour Party a com-
prehensive victory. … The relation-
ship between Ireland and the UK is
deeply consequential for all people
across these islands,” Harris said in a
statement. “I look forward to early
engagement with the incoming Prime
Minister.”

“Ukraine and the United Kingdom
have been and will continue to be
reliable allies through thick and thin.
We will continue to defend and
advance our common values of life,
freedom, and a rules-based interna-
tional order. I wish the incoming gov-
ernment every success both in
domestic affairs and in solidifying the
UK’s leadership on the world stage. I
look forward to working closely
together on strengthening the
Ukraine-UK partnership and restor-
ing international peace and security,”

Zelenskyy posted on X. He also
thanked outgoing Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak for his government’s
“steadfast support”. “He’s a strong
supporter of NATO, of the transat-
lantic alliance,” Stoltenberg said,
congratulating Starmer.

“I look forward to working with
you in a constructive partnership to
address common challenges and
strengthen European security,” von
der Leyen posted on X. “The
European Union and the UK are cru-
cial partners, cooperating in all areas
of mutual interest for our citizens. I
look forward to working with you
and your government in this new
cycle for the UK,” Michel said. “We
have a strong relationship between
our two countries, but in Sir Keir
Starmer and Angela Rayner and so
many others who I am very familiar
with in the British Labour Party, I
look forward very much to working
with them,” Albanese told reporters.

“They have very similar views to
us on a range of issues. I’m sure we’ll
work closely on AUKUS, where we
worked very closely as well with the
former government,” he said, refer-
ring to Australia’s security alliance
with the UK and the United States.
“Lots of work ahead to build a more
progressive, fair future for people on
both sides of the Atlantic. Let’s get to
it, my friend,” Trudeau posted on X.
“New Zealand and the UK are great
friends and can do so much more
together. I look forward to working
on every opportunity together as

prime ministers. Thank you
@RishiSunak for your service to your
nation and friendship to New
Zealand,” he posted on X.

“Heartiest congratulations and best
wishes to @Keir_Starmer on the
remarkable victory,” Modi wrote on
X. “I look forward to our positive and
constructive collaboration … foster-
ing mutual growth and prosperity.” “I
look forward to working together
with him [Starmer] and his new gov-
ernment to bring our hostages home,
to build a better future for the region,
and to deepen the close friendship
between Israel and the United
Kingdom,” Herzog said on X.

Herzog also expressed “deepest
“appreciation and gratitude” to Sunak
“for standing with the Israeli people
especially during this most difficult
period”. “Voters have given the
British Labour Party a historically
strong mandate to change its course,
give people in Great Britain more
money in their pockets and strengthen
state schools and the National Health
Service. I wish Starmer the very best
and good luck with a very important
job,” he told the NTB news agency.
“The UK is amongst Finland’s most
important security and economic part-
ners. I look forward to continuing our
close cooperation and deepening the
excellent relations between our coun-
tries,” Orpo posted on X. “As close
friends and Allies, I am looking for-
ward to working with you to enhance
our common security and prosperity,”
Kristersson posted on X. — Agencies

World leaders congratulate
Starmer after election win

BANGKOK (AP): New
fighting has broken out in
northeastern Myanmar,
bringing an end to a
Chinese-brokered cease-fire
and putting pressure on the
military regime as it faces
attacks from resistance
forces on multiple fronts in
the country's civil war.

The Ta'ang National
Liberation Army, one of
three powerful militias that
launched a surprise joint
offensive last October,
renewed its attacks on
regime positions last week
in northeastern Shan state,
which borders China, Laos
and Thailand, and the neigh-
boring Mandalay region
with the support of local
forces there. Since then, the
Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army
has joined in, and by Friday,
combined forces from the
two allied militias had
reportedly encircled the
strategically important city
of Lashio, headquarters of
the regime's northeastern
military command.

This is the next phase of
October's “1027” offensive,
said Lway Yay Oo,
spokesperson for the TNLA,
which last week said the
military provoked retalia-
tion with artillery and
airstrikes despite the cease-
fire. “In phase two, our
number one aim is the erad-
ication of the military dicta-
torship, and number two is
the protection and safety of
local people,” she said.

Thet Swe, a spokesper-
son for the military regime,
which seized power from
the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi in
February 2021, accused the
militias of putting civilians
in jeopardy by restarting the
fighting. “As the TNLA are
starting to violate the cease-
fire, the Tatmadaw is pro-
tecting the lives and the
property of the ethnic peo-
ple,” he said in an email to
the AP, referring to the mili-

tary by its Burmese name.
There was no indication

that the third ethnic armed
organization that makes up
the Three Brotherhood
Alliance, the powerful
Arakan Army, has joined in
the renewed fighting in
Shan state, but its troops
have never stopped fighting
in its home Rakhine state,
which was not covered by
the Jan. 11 cease-fire. The
TNLA claims to have
already captured more than
30 army outposts, and to
now control the western part
of Mogok, whose ruby
mines make it a lucrative
target. There is also fighting
for the town of Kyaukme,
which sits at a highway
crossroads, and Nawnghkio
to the southwest, which
leads toward the major mili-
tary garrison town of Pyin
Oo Lwin along the same
highway.

“That's where you need
to cut it off to prevent the
military from sending rein-
forcements,” said Morgan
Michaels, a Singapore-
based analyst with the
International Institute of
Strategic Studies who runs
its Myanmar Conflict Map
project. In Mandalay, the
region west of Shan, a local
People’s Defense Force —
one of many armed resist-
ance groups that have spung
up in support of the under-
ground National Unity
Government, which views
itself as Myanmar’s legiti-
mate administration —
joined the TNLA's offen-
sive.

Osmond, a spokesperson
for the Mandalay People’s
Defense Force who would
only give his nom de guerre
because of safety concerns,
said his and other local
resistance groups have
seized nearly 20 military
outposts. The October
offensive by the Three
Brotherhood Alliance made
rapid advances as the mili-
tias took large expanses of

territory in the north and
northeast, including multi-
ple important border cross-
ings with China and several
major military bases.

The alliance militias have
close ties to China, and it's
widely believed that the
offensive had Beijing's tacit
approval because of its
growing dissatisfaction with
the military regime's seem-
ing indifference to the bur-
geoning drug trade along its
border and the proliferation
of centers in Myanmar at
which cyberscams are run,
with workers trafficked
from China and elsewhere
in the region. China then
helped broker the cease-fire
in January, bringing the
major fighting in the north-
east to an end, even as other
ethnic armed organizations
and PDF groups launched
their own attacks on regime
positions elsewhere around
the country.

With the renewed vio-
lence in the northeast,
China's Foreign Ministry
told the AP it stood ready to
again provide support for
peace talks, but would not
say whether it had been in
direct contact with the Three
Brotherhood Alliance or the
military State Administra-
tion Council. “China urges
all parties in Myanmar to
earnestly abide by the cease-
fire agreement, exercise
maximum restraint, disen-
gage on the ground as soon
as possible, and take practi-
cal and effective measures
to ensure the tranquility of
the China-Myanmar border
and the safety of Chinese
personnel and projects,” the
ministry said in a faxed
reply to questions.

The Myanmar army
doesn't appear to have been
surprised by the TNLA
attacks, with evidence that it
mobilized forces and pre-
pared defenses as well as
security checkpoints and
patrols ahead of the renewed
offensive, Michaels said.

Fierce fighting
breaks out in

Myanmar

Bodies of 
89 migrants

retrieved
from Atlantic
LONDON (BBC):
Coastguards in Mauritania
have recovered 89 bodies
of migrants from a boat that
capsized in the Atlantic
Ocean. Nine people -
including a five-year-old
girl - were rescued, but
dozens more are missing.
Survivors say the vessel - a
traditional fishing boat - set
sail last week from the
Senegalese-Gambian bor-
der area with 170 people on
board. It capsized off
Mauritania's south-western
coast.

Mauritania is a key tran-
sit point for migrants trying
to reach Europe from West
Africa, with thousands of
boats departing from the
country last year. The most
common destination on the
perilous route is Spain's
Canary Islands. The
Spanish government says
nearly 40,000 people
arrived there last year -
double the number from the
previous year. Desperate to
get to Europe, migrants
often travel in overloaded
boats.

More than 5,000
migrants died while trying
to reach Spain by sea in the
first five months of 2024,
the Ca-minando Fronteras
charity estimates. In April,
the EU granted Mauritania
�210m (£177m; $225m) in
aid - almost �60m of which
will be invested in the fight
against undocumented
migration to Europe. 

Tunisia Opp
leader Lotfi

arrested
TUNIS: The head of
Tunisia’s Republican
Union Party, Lotfi Mraihi,
who has announced his
intention to run in a presi-
dential election set for
October, has been arrested
on suspicion of money
laundering. According to
politicians and local media
reports, the arrest took
place in Nabeul province
in northeastern Tunisia.

A Tunis court
spokesman said earlier
this week that Mraihi, one
of President Kais Saied’s
most prominent critics,
faces charges of money
laundering and opening
bank accounts abroad
without a licence from the
central bank. Mraihi’s
arrest comes as opposition
parties, many of whose
leaders are in prison,
accused Saied’s govern-
ment of exerting pressure
on the judiciary to track
down Saied’s rivals in the
upcoming election and
pave the way for him to
win a second term.

Elected president in
2019, Saied has not offi-
cially announced his can-
didacy for the election,
which is set for October 6,
but he is widely expected
to seek a second term. He
said last year that he
would not hand power to
what he called nonpatri-
ots. Abir Moussi, the
leader of the Free
Constitutional Party and a
prominent candidate, has
been in prison since last
year on charges of harm-
ing public security.

Moussi’s party said she
was imprisoned to remove
her from the presidential
race, a claim denied by the
authorities. Other candi-
dates – including Safi
Saeed, Nizar Chaari and
Abd Ellatif Mekki – are
facing prosecution on
charges such as fraud and
money laundering.
Mondher Znaidi, a promi-
nent potential candidate
who is living in France, is
also facing prosecution on
suspicion of corruption.

The opposition says fair
and credible elections can-
not be held unless impris-
oned politicians are
released and the media are
allowed to work without
pressure from the govern-
ment. In 2021, Saied
seized almost all powers,
dissolved parliament and
began ruling by decree, a
move that the opposition
describes as a coup. He
oversaw the writing of a
new constitution,
approved by referendum
in 2022, which established
a presidential system and
weakened parliament.

Saied said his steps
were legal and necessary
to end years of rampant
corruption among the
political elite. Prominent
opponents of the presi-
dent have been detained
since last year on charges
of conspiring against
state security in a crack-
down that included busi-
nessmen, media figures
and politicians. —
Aljazeera

CALIFORNIA: A car burns as flames engulf a home in Oroville.
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Heads of state
guidance lifts

friendly relations
to fresh heights

U
NDER the guidance of successful heads of state
diplomacy, China-Tajikistan relations have main-
tained sound momentum featuring mutual politi-

cal trust, fruitful Belt and Road cooperation, healthy cul-
tural exchanges, and close coordination in regional and
world affairs. President Xi Jinping's visit to Tajikistan
that started on Thursday, his first visit to the country in
five years and the last leg of his Central Asia tour that
brought him to Kazakhstan earlier this week, enriches
the China-Tajikistan community with a shared future,
which the two sides agreed to jointly build in May last
year, and injects new impetus into the two countries' tra-
ditional friendship. The talks between President Xi and
Tajik President Emomali Rahmon on cooperation in key
areas, and the regional and international situations, will
consolidate the solidarity between the two countries and
expand their common interests.

Drawing a blueprint for the growth of China-Tajikistan
relations in the foreseeable future, the two leaders will raise
the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two
countries that they formed in 2017 to a new level. China has
long been Tajikistan's largest source of investment and its
major trading partner. The two-way trade was close to $4 bil-
lion in 2023, reaching another record high. Such strong
momentum has continued in the first four months of this year.

By aligning the Belt and Road Initiative with Tajikistan's
National Development Strategy for the period through 2030,
both sides aim to enhance their result-oriented cooperation in
trade, finance, tourism, transportation, communication, ecol-
ogy, culture and artificial intelligence. The two sides are set
to make greater efforts to tap the structural complementarity
of the two economies. To this end, China is willing to import
more premium produce from Tajikistan, and encourage
strong Chinese companies to make more investments in
Tajikistan to help modernize its industrial system.

By diversifying their trade beyond the traditional areas
such as infrastructure, metallurgy and energy, and strength-
ening their cooperation under the Silk Road e-commerce
framework, the two countries can realize more mutual bene-
fits. Cooperation in new fields such as new energy vehicles,
solar panels and satellite communications has bright
prospects. In the security field, in the face of an increasingly
volatile world, Xi has proposed that the two countries jointly
act on the vision of common, comprehensive, cooperative
and sustainable security, enhance exchange between their law
enforcement and security agencies, crack down on terrorist,
extremist and separatist forces such as the East Turkestan
Islamic Movement, and prevent and combat infiltration and
sabotage by terrorists and extremists. As indicated by the
strong consensus the two sides have demonstrated on main-
taining regional stability and promoting common develop-
ment during President Xi's visit, successful heads of state
diplomacy continues to guide and ensure the healthy devel-
opment of bilateral ties.

US tariffs 
a sign of weakness

T
HE United States has imposed tariffs of up to 100
percent on imports from China, encompassing
electric vehicles (EVs), EV batteries, and battery

parts. This move has spurred a chain reaction among its
allies, leading to the European Union's recent imposition
of preliminary additional tariffs of up to 38.1 percent on
Chinese EVs, with Canada now also deliberating on
potential actions.

But the aggressive stance does not reflect the United
States' strength; instead, it highlights its relative decline and
waning confidence. The tariffs will burden US consumers
and businesses with higher costs, weakening the US' eco-
nomic outlook. Trade protectionism is a chronic disease the
US is afflicted by, particularly during election years.
Politicians seeking re-election often resort to protectionist
measures to appease key voter blocs and industries. This
strategy is well-documented, notably by economist Mancur
Olson in his book, The Logic of Collective Action. According
to Olson, industries that derive benefits from protectionist
measures, such as tariffs, have a stronger incentive to lobby
for these measures than the dispersed consumers who actual-
ly bear the costs.

Historical patterns show the political nature of the US'
trade protectionism. For example, in late 2000, the Bill
Clinton administration targeted steel imports from China,
India and Ukraine amid a contentious election battle between
Democrat Al Gore and Republican George W. Bush, both of
whom aimed to win the votes of steelworkers and other labor
groups in crucial swing states. And in 2002, former US pres-
ident George W. Bush imposed steel tariffs to gain the favor
of the steel industry ahead of the midterm elections. Biden,
despite his economic advisers understanding the irrationality
of additional tariffs, has been succumbing to the same politi-
cal pressure. During his last campaign, Biden criticized the
then US president Donald Trump's tariffs, arguing that they
were ultimately paid by US consumers, not China. Yet given
his falling ratings in key battleground states, Biden has
resorted to trade protectionism. China's production scale
ensures that its industries will maintain their competitive
edge through economies of scale, even without access to the
US market. Since this advantage will only increase over time,
it's unlikely that the US' protectionist measures will signifi-
cantly hinder China's industrial progress. The US, once a
champion of global free trade, has increasingly adopted pro-
tectionist and politically-motivated trade policies, which have
undermined the global economic system and hindered inno-
vation by prioritizing domestic political gains over broader
economic benefits. China, as a leading advocate for free
trade, must offer a more compelling vision for the global eco-
nomic order. By championing development-oriented trade
rules and opposing the protectionist policies of the West,
China can lead the world toward a more prosperous and equi-
table future. Therefore, China's response to US tariffs should
be measured and strategic, targeting the protectionist factions
without antagonizing the US people or trade partners, while
Chinese enterprises should navigate these challenges by mit-
igating risks and finding alternative channels to the US mar-
ket. Simultaneously, China should continue to promote glob-
al economic cooperation and development, countering the
regressive trends of protectionism and excessive regulation.

T
HE Belt and Road
Initiative has
yielded fruitful

results for both China
and Kazakhstan, and
become not only a brand
of Chinese diplomacy
but also an effective tool
for strengthening inter-
national cooperation,
promoting global growth
and helping build a com-
munity with a shared
future for mankind.

At the Third Belt and
Road Forum for
International Cooperation
in Beijing last year, which
was attended by Kazakh
President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev, many important
agreements were signed
between China and
Kazakhstan, including the
"Agreement on the Joint
Development of the Trans-
Caspian International
Transport Route" and the
"Memorandum on the
Joint Construction of a
Third Cross-Border
Railway (Ayagoz-
Tacheng)". These agree-
ments will boost the devel-
opment of the transport
and logistics networks
linking Belt and Road
countries.

The expanding coopera-
tion, new projects and
people's rising incomes
are the hallmarks of devel-
opment in the East. As
President Tokayev noted,
the Belt and Road
Initiative is a project of
grand scale. And the fur-
ther development of the
comprehensive strategic
partnership between
Kazakhstan and China is
very important for both
countries, as Tokayev said.

Understanding well the
global trends and having
considered the prospects
of the Belt and Road
Initiative, Kazakhstan put
forward "Nurly Zhol", an
economic stimulus plan to
develop and modernize its
roads, railways, land ports
and IT infrastructure in
2014, the year after the
Belt and Road Initiative
was proposed.

Kazakhstan's participa-
tion in regional develop-
ment programs has
become one of the impor-
tant elements of the new
architecture of multilateral
cooperation in Eurasia.
The country supports the
China-proposed Belt and
Road Initiative and thus
contributes to overall
development in the region.
The initiative's conceptual
origins reflect not only the
rich history and culture of
China, but also the devel-
opment philosophy of the

Chinese people in the con-
text of cooperation with
neighbors.

As a Chinese saying
goes, "if you want to
become rich, build roads".
The ancient Silk Road is
an apt example of this.
About 2,000 years ago,
thanks to the courage and
entrepreneurship of the
people, Eurasia was
already united by a net-
work of roads, which was
the first prototype of eco-
nomic globalization.

Today, Kazakhstan is
crisscrossed by 11
transcontinental routes —
five railways and six
expressways. Over the
past 10 years, Kazakhstan
has spent about $30 billion
on developing of infra-
structure, including trans-
port and logistics net-
works. Under the plan,
about 2,500 kilometers of
railways and 12,500 km of
highways have either been
modernized or put into
operation.

Over the past 10 years,
the efforts of the two
countries have shaped a
grandiose transit plan link-
ing two continents and
three oceans. Thanks to its
cooperation with China,
Kazakhstan has gained
access to the sea and
become one of the most
important logistics hubs in
Eurasia, facilitating the
development of fast conti-
nental supply chains and
trade between the East and
the West. Thus, the two
countries are implement-
ing new large-scale proj-
ects that go far beyond the
framework of Kazakh-
Chinese relations.

The Belt and Road
Initiative has completed
trade and infrastructure
projects, which in the past
took decades to complete,
within years. The initiative
has not only facilitated
reforms in the participat-
ing countries but also
given them easier access
to global free trade which
they have benefitted from.
In fact, the Belt and Road
Initiative, as the modern
version of the ancient Silk
Road, has become the
most outstanding global
development project of the
current century and
reflects the rise and
grandeur of modern Asia.

Cooperation among the
Belt and Road countries
has played a key role in
the prosperity and progres-
sive development of bil-
lions of people around the
world. As such, the initia-

tive will become a good
basis for taking forward
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization's plans.

The SCO has emerged
as a pivotal force in main-
taining regional stability
and promoting global
cooperation, with China
playing a central role in
fostering its development
and goals. The SCO's evo-
lution underscores a com-
mitment to maintaining
peace, safeguarding secu-
rity and promoting mutual
prosperity among its mem-
ber states and beyond.

Established in 2001, the
group has grown from six
members into a robust
platform involving nine
member states, three
observer states and 14 dia-
logue partners. Its primary
objectives focus on bol-
stering security coopera-
tion, combating extrem-
ism, enhancing economic
ties and promoting cultural
exchanges. Over the years,
the SCO has become
instrumental in addressing
common challenges faced
by its members, ranging
from terrorism to econom-
ic development.

Central to the SCO's
evolution is China's stead-
fast commitment to pro-
moting the building of a
community with a shared
future. China, as the sec-
ond-largest economy in
the world and a staunch
advocate for multilateral-
ism, has played a leading
role in shaping the SCO's
agenda and fostering
cooperation among its
member states. China's
vision emphasizes mutual
respect, inclusiveness and
win-win cooperation — a
departure from traditional
power politics — and pri-
oritizes collective prosper-
ity over individual gains.

Beyond security, the
SCO has become a driving
force for economic inte-
gration and development.
Its member states have
leveraged the organiza-
tion's strengths to deepen
trade ties, enhance con-
nectivity and unlock new
investment opportunities.
The SCO's support for
development programs
such as the Belt and Road
Initiative has catalyzed
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth across Eurasia,
benefiting not only its
members but also neigh-
boring countries and
regions.

In the past 23 years
since its establishment, the

SCO, as an international
organization, has estab-
lished a model for main-
taining and strengthening
regional security.
Kazakhstan assumes the
chair of the SCO against
the backdrop of rising
geopolitical tensions,
increasing challenges, and
exacerbation of ongoing
conflicts and emergence of
new ones. In such condi-
tions, Kazakhstan's pro-
posal for the leaders of our
countries to accept the ini-
tiative on world unity for
peace and harmony seems
very timely.

A number of important
events have been held this
year, in particular, the
SCO Energy, Digital and
Tourism Forum, meetings
of foreign, health and IT
ministers of SCO member
states, and the meeting of
the "Regional Anti-
Terrorism Structure".
Under the chairmanship of
Kazakhstan, about 180
different events were held,
and more than 30 docu-
ments on cooperation are
being prepared under the
SCO's framework.

Last year, President
Tokayev said Kazakhstan
will make every possible
effort to modernize the
SCO and turn it into a
more effective multilateral
platform in order to further
strengthen mutually bene-
ficial cooperation and tra-
ditional friendship
between SCO member
states. By working togeth-
er, the SCO member states
can produce more tangible
results, and the decisions
made at the SCO Summit
in Astana will contribute
to the further development
of the organization, and
help maintain long-term
peace, stability and pros-
perity in the region.

Kazakh-Chinese rela-
tions under the Belt and
Road framework have
demonstrated to other
SCO members countries
how to derive mutual ben-
efit from economic coop-
eration. Thanks to the suc-
cessful implementation of
joint projects, other coun-
tries in the region also
became more actively
involved in the Belt and
Road Initiative, contribut-
ing to the strengthening of
economic ties within the
SCO. Just before the SCO
Summit, it is worth noting
the importance of continu-
ing and deepening these
relations to achieve com-
mon goals and maintain
stability and promote pros-
perity in the region.

The China Daily

SCO helps maintain stability,
promotes prosperity

Gulnar Shaimergenova

T
HERE are many
factors and many
people who can take

at least some of the credit
for the SNP’s defenestra-
tion yesterday. Keir
Starmer and his Scottish
party’s leader, Anas
Sarwar, will obviously be
patting themselves on the
back after Labour swept
the board across Scotland,
dramatically restoring its
former position as the
dominant party. And say it
softly, but there are four
Conservatives who subtly
and decisively changed the
debate in Scotland and
forced the SNP onto the
back foot back since 2016.

Theresa May, Boris
Johnson, Liz Truss and
Rishi Sunak all said “no” to
nationalist demands for a
second independence refer-
endum, enraging the SNP
and confounding its expec-

tation that, following the
premierships of Gordon
Brown and David Cameron,
they could continue to drive
the political agenda in
Scotland.

But the first prize for this
sea change in Scottish poli-
tics can be laid at the door,
not of the nationalists’ oppo-
nents, and certainly not at
the door of Scottish voters,
but of the SNP themselves.
Watching, over the last nine
years, the swaggering arro-
gance of SNP MPs as they
pontificated and gloated
about their new dominance
of Scotland’s political life,
was a grim, enraging experi-
ence. A party that had spent
three years deliberately
dividing the nation over a
niche constitutional obses-
sion had found itself repre-
senting 56 of Scotland’s 59
Westminster seats, on top of
its dominance of the

devolved chamber at
Holyrood.

For a party that, five
years previously, had won a
total of six Westminster con-
stituencies, it was a startling
transformation. The SNP
had always preened itself as
“the voice of Scotland” even
when, in the 1980s, it was
coming a poor third place to
Labour and Margaret
Thatcher’s Conservatives.
That’s what nationalism
does: it assumes a promi-
nence in public life that is
frequently unjustified by its
popular support. But 2011
and then 2015 changed all
that, and in a remarkably
short period of time, the
SNP were behaving like
Kings of the World with
barely a thought as to how
they would deliver on their
promise of independence, or

how they would appear to
that majority of Scots who
still reviled them and whose
support they would need if
they were ever to succeed in
selling their prospectus on
independence.

Public office seemed to
be theirs by right rather than
merit. Difficulties in deliv-
ering at a Holyrood level
were compounded by inter-
nal political machinations,
difficult relations with their
parliamentary partners, the
Scottish Greens, and a
bewildering succession of
first ministers following
Nicola Sturgeon’s unexpect-
ed resignation last year.
Genuine hatred plays a big
part in the SNP’s political
outlook. There is the perfor-
mative kind – the evil Tories
who hate Scotland and want
to send your children up

chimneys – and then there is
the real, visceral hatred,
reserved for Labour, for the
single reason that it has
dominated Scottish politics
for so long and has therefore
prevented independence
from achieving its rightful
prominence for generations. 

That hatred, coupled with
a genuine delusion that it
and it alone can speak for
Scotland, has shaped the
party and its leadership
across all recent iterations.
And when the divisions over
the independence referen-
dum resulted in SNP domi-
nance of Westminster seats
in Scotland, and when that
victory was repeated twice
more, the party started to
believe its own propaganda,
that the Scottish people had
changed their minds for the
last time, that nationalist
dominance would continue
until the inevitable day

when Scotland became
independent. Last night was
a rude awakening, and a
long-deserved one.

Hubris never fails to
have its consequences. One
is a tendency to blind one-
self to the realities of life,
and in the SNP’s case, their
singular obsession with
independence and hatred of
Labour blinded it to the
changing priorities of
Scottish voters, who had
started to realise that inde-
pendence, while still attrac-
tive to many, was no longer
at the top of their political
wish list. The SNP reaped
what it sowed. Its arro-
gance, its entitlement and
its short-sightedness have
been exposed and the very
people who raised them up
have thrown them down
again. And with it, the very
project they hold so dear to
their hearts.

The SNP has been defeated
by its own visceral hatred

Tom Harris

W
ELL, if you’re
just joining us,
the nation has

delivered an all-night vic-
tim impact statement.
Labour has won a landslide
and the Conservatives have
suffered their worst ever
general election result. Keir
Starmer – the prime minis-
ter – has promised “nation-
al renewal … to fight until
you believe again”. Liz
Truss has failed to save
South West Norfolk, let
alone “the west”. That is
the big picture (if not the
whole picture, with turnout
and Labour’s vote share
notably low). Meanwhile,
it’s incredible to think that
only a short while ago we
thought we’d eradicated
measles and Nigel Farage.
Both have now been
brought back, largely by
the same people.

But look, after the 3am to
7am shift, no one will be able
to say the right doesn’t do
comedy. There were
moments worthy of entire
Netflix specials as in sports
halls and community centres
various Dickensian
grotesques were ushered into
their Christmas future, live
on stage. Alas, it was going to
take more than buying the
Cratchits a turkey to get out
of this one. Jacob Rees-
Mogg heard his fate standing
next to a candidate wearing a
baked bean balaclava. He’ll
be crying into Nanny’s
starched bosom today.
Committed sewage apologist
Thérèse Coffey was pumped
into the sea in Suffolk
Coastal. Andrea Jenkyns had
the middle finger given to her
by the voters of Morley and
Outwood. In Welwyn
Hatfield, Grant Shapps
chanted “supermajority” five
times into the mirror, and
then it came for him.

Then again, Michael
Portillo losing his seat was
supposedly 1997’s big
moment. So perhaps the
question is: in two years’
time, which current hate fig-
ure will be presenting a cosy
travelogue on Europe’s most
picturesque illegal migration
routes? Alternatively, do
remember that one person’s
onstage humiliation is anoth-
er person’s milk round for
directorships in the arms
trade.

Speaking of absolute
weapons, hat twat George
Galloway wimped out of his
own count in Rochdale, pre-
sumably out of fatigability.
He lost to Labour. There was
jubilation for the Lib Dems,
who finished not a million
miles behind “the natural
party of government”, and
for the Greens, who won all
four of their target seats. The
SNP can now squeeze its
MPs round the flip-down
dining table of a motorhome.
Referendum arguments may
move to Northern Ireland,
with Sinn Féin now that
nation’s largest Westminster
party.

As for Reform … Farage
won in Clacton, a constituen-
cy for which he will now
have to hold surgeries, pre-
sumably by Zoom link from
his hot desk in the US presi-
dential colon. Or as he put it
in his victory speech: “This is
the first steps of something
that is going to stun all of
you” – at least confirming his
political abattoir will be bolt-
gunning its victims uncon-
scious first. Farage is the hor-
ror version of Inside Out,
where Mendacity is only just
holding off Racism at the
control console. His cultural
hinterland extends to a single
Goodbye, Mr Chips DVD he
got free with the Sunday
Times in 2008, and the idea
that this hollow chancer
should still be one of the
most significant politicians of
the age says everything about
the age.

Anyway, back to the
Conservatives’ four-hour in-
memoriam reel. Penny
Mordaunt, Jonathan Gullis,
Michael Fabricant, Gillian
Keegan, Steve Baker, Alex
Chalk, Johnny Mercer,
Michelle Donelan, Victoria
Prentis, Liam Fox, Mark
Harper … all out, along with
many more. So many cabinet
ministers fell that the ones
who live may actually devel-
op survivor guilt. It’s current-
ly unclear how gruesome
things will be among the
extant Conservatives in this
post-apocalyptic world. As a
fictional president once won-
dered of Dr Strangelove, will
the living not end up envying
the dead? Far from it,
Strangelove reassures him,
forcing down an involuntary
Nazi salute. What will
abound is a spirit of bold
curiosity for the adventure
ahead!

Speaking of which, 13th
fairy Suella Braverman final-
ly turned up, holding on in
Fareham and cooing: “I am
sorry that my party didn’t lis-
ten to you. The Conservative
party has let you down.”
Expect to see her humbly
attempting to disembowel
fellow survivors Jeremy
Hunt and James Cleverly in
the forthcoming trial-by-
combat for what convention
demands we style as “the
soul of the Conservative
party”.

At his count, Rishi Sunak
explained he’d already con-
ceded the election in a con-
gratulatory call to Keir
Starmer, adding, “I take
responsibility for the loss.” In
Downing Street, he con-
firmed he would be standing
down as Tory leader in some
sort of due course, stressing,
“I have heard your anger.”
Then, instead of yet another
speech straight from the
Tortured Prime Minister’s
Department, this one offered
humility and magnanimity,
as well as a pointed reminder
of the positive (and fragile?)
progress that saw him
become the UK’s first
British-Asian prime minister.
What a contrast to the relent-
less negativity of his past six
weeks. Sunak’s campaign
was conducted like a gender-
reveal party where the device
that’s meant to release the
puff of blue smoke acciden-
tally functions as a pipe
bomb and burns the house
down.

It also closed out several
years of mindboggling chaos,
dysfunction and national
decline. They won’t be play-
ing anything from this album
on the Conservative party’s
Eras tour. The Tories have
cycled through five prime
ministers over the past eight
years, to the point where they
were recently found going
through the rubbish, pulling
the first guy back out, think-
ing, “Actually, he doesn’t
look half bad now,” and mak-
ing him foreign secretary.
This is the behaviour of
addicts.

Yet in the wider global
context, what a win. One
summer evening in 1914, the
foreign secretary, Edward
Grey, famously remarked:
“The lamps are going out all
over Europe.” In our own
times, a darkening has
recently felt at hand, as hard-
or extreme-right parties have
gained ground across the
continent, to say nothing of
the US. But here – in this
country, in this moment – a
different direction has been
taken. That matters today,
and anyone not on the
wingnut fringes, who hopes
to avoid those gathering
shadows, should wish Keir
Starmer good luck with his
task. For plenty who would
snuff out the lamps are also
rising – increasingly, they
walk among us.

The Guardian

Sunak axed, the
cast eviscerated

Marina Hyde



T
HE Republic of Belarus
has been participating in
the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization since 2010 as a dia-
logue partner and since 2015 as
an observer. On Sept 16, 2022,
within the framework of a meet-
ing of the Council of Heads of
State of the SCO in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan, a decision was made
to initiate the procedure for
Belarus to join the SCO. And in
July, 2023, a memorandum of
obligations for Belarus was
signed to enable it to become a
full member state of the SCO.

The Chambers of the National
Assembly of Belarus adopted Law
No 275 in July 2023"on the acces-
sion of the Republic of Belarus to
international treaties within the
framework of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization". The
admission of Belarus as a full
member of the SCO is scheduled at
the 2024 SCO Summit in Astana,
Kazakhstan.

The accession to the SCO would
be an important act of foreign pol-
icy self-determination for Belarus.
In his speeches at the SCO sum-
mits, Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko has
focused on the potential of the
SCO, in particular, to stimulate
trade and economic cooperation
through industrial and technologi-
cal cooperation, digital transforma-
tion, the green economy and other
fields.

Belarus considers the SCO to be
an important international platform
for establishing specific mecha-
nisms for promoting cooperation in
the field of regional security and
countering terrorism, extremism,
organized crime, and advocates for
strengthening the economic dimen-
sion of the SCO as the most impor-
tant factor of stability in the
Eurasian region.

First, the activation and expan-
sion of the dialogue of cultures is

one of the most effective ways of
eradicating terrorism and violent
extremism, separatism, and traf-
ficking of drugs, weapons, nuclear
and radioactive materials, organ-
ized crime and illegal migration.
These challenges have become
transnational issues. Cooperation
has already been established in
many areas of cultural and human-
itarian cooperation in the format of
inter-parliamentary interaction.

Second, in recent years there has
been an expansion of the SCO
security agenda. There is an urgent
need to build a universal, compre-
hensive, inclusive, transparent
infrastructure of indivisible and
reliable security and sustainable
growth in the region. Also, Belarus
is open to cooperation and dialogue
in order to ensure food, energy and
information security.

And third, the creation of a com-
mon transportation network in the
region covered by the SCO will
ensure trans-boundary multimodal
transport, and help develop the
required transport infrastructure
and system for integrated manage-
ment of traffic flows using digital
technologies. Belarus has many
strengths for effective cooperation
in the trade and economic sector
(energy, information and technolo-
gy and agriculture, for example),
which will help address new chal-
lenges and threats in the economic
sphere. This will help establish
cooperation in the banking and
financial spheres and create finan-
cial mechanisms within the SCO.

In the current geopolitical situa-
tion, Belarus needs easier access to
international markets. Improving
the common transport space, trans-
boundary transport network, and
coordinated development of high-
ways, as well as diversifying the
export potential of the Union State
of Russia and Belarus and the

Eurasian Economic Union in the
SCO region is of interest to Minsk.

The most promising areas for
Belarus' cooperation in the SCO
are industries and technologies,
digital transformation and artificial
intelligence, the green economy
and climate adaptation, develop-
ment of peaceful nuclear energy
for civil use, and the use of cost-
effective and environmentally-
friendly technologies, eliminating
trade barriers.

The formation of a single mar-
ket and a free trade area of the SCO
would promote healthy competi-
tion for the products of member
states and counter the protectionist
and sanction policies, and trade
wars of the United States-led West.
It will also play a significant role in
organizing multimodal transport,
improving the transport infrastruc-
ture and transit potential.

Belarus' entry into the SCO will
certainly strengthen relations with
the organization's other member
states in areas of mutual interest. A
relatively new area of cooperation
is cross-border cooperation. Taking
into account the increase in terror-
ist threats on the external borders
of member states (those not shared
by the SCO members), the level of
interaction between border servic-
es should be increased.

It is also important to establish a
mechanism for jointly safeguard-
ing the security of the information
space, in order to prevent threats to
the political, economic and public
security of the member states.
There is also a need for the SCO to
strive for the adoption by the
United Nations of a "Rules of
Conduct in the Field of Ensuring
International Information Security"
and based on this, work with other
members of the international com-
munity to formulate unified inter-
national regulations for the infor-

mation and communications sec-
tor, and establish cooperation in
this area.

By becoming a full member of
the SCO, Belarus will not only be
able to strengthen its political posi-
tion in the international arena, but
also have the opportunity to pro-
mote its products in new markets.
Belarus supports the SCO's poli-
cies to counter trade wars and curb
protectionist measures.

Besides, Belarus will be able to
use its future full SCO membership
to diversify its agricultural exports
by cooperating with other SCO
members in accordance with prin-
ciples of interaction among SCO
countries in the field of smart agri-
culture and agro-innovation since
the majority of SCO members are
importers of agricultural products.
And Belarus' participation in the
SCO's food security program will
allow it to supply its mineral fertil-
izers to the other SCO member
states in large volumes.

Minsk can also envisage the
economic benefits of intensifying
its digital transformation, especial-
ly with the help of China, which is
a leader in the production of com-
puter and communications equip-
ment, and on the strength of
Belarus which has gained signifi-
cant success in the development of
electronic products.

An important area of modern
trade is cross-border e-commerce.
E-trading in the Belarusian
Universal Commodity Exchange
can help the country sell goods to
the other SCO countries. As such,
cross-border digital trade, and dig-
italization of transport networks
and customs services should
become a new area of cooperation
among SCO member states.
Belarus also has huge potential
when it comes to exporting engi-
neering, machine tools and instru-
ment-making products to the other
SCO member states.
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Belarus full membership will
boost cooperation and trade

Andrei Pilutic

Keir we go! Keir we go! Keir we
–

O
R maybe not. In a smart
council building tucked
behind King’s Cross, the

mood was jubilant but very far
from triumphalist as the con-
stituency of Holborn and St
Pancras declared the result. Sir
Keir Starmer, the sitting MP, and
our new Prime Minister, held his
seat. But at 3am, hours before
the final results were in, there
was no grandstanding. In fact,
there was no reference to the his-
toric Labour landslide over
which he had just presided.

Instead of victory he empha-
sised it was “time to deliver” and
pledged: “I promise this: whether
you voted for me or not, I will
serve every person in this con-
stituency.” While Starmer the bar-
rister enjoyed a high flying legal
career, Starmer the politician has
always come across as awkward,
stiff and strangely hesitant.
Adenoidal and earnest, his hand
rises and drops like a Thunderbirds
puppet. But hey, still more relat-
able than Sunak.

By dawn he was presiding over
flag waving party members and
revelling in the dramatically
altered fortunes of his party. In the
early hours of Friday, however, we
saw a very different man to the one
we expected. Wearing a smart suit,
box fresh shirt and red tie, he
smiled – all the way to his eyes.

On course to become the next
leader of a country in a cost of liv-
ing crisis, he counter-intuitively
looked more relaxed, more at ease
than we have ever seen him before.
He was accompanied by his wife,
Victoria, who has punctiliously
avoided the stump. Dressed in a
chic three-quarter sleeved jacket
and fashionable wide-legged navy
trousers, she discreetly left the hall
before the result was announced;
how she will feel about the next
five years’ media glare remains to

be seen.
But even as Britain celebrated

the Tories’ resounding defeat, the
impression persists that the country
doesn’t quite know who, exactly, it
has voted for. In the run up to the
election, The New Yorker mooted
that Starmer’s policies were the
product of carefully calibrated
political triangulation. Here on his
home turf, we just thought he was
square.

Truthfully, we’re none the wiser
about the man who adopted an
ultra-cautious ‘Ming Vase’ cam-
paign strategy, predicated on the
notion that the precious trophy is
already in your grasp: all you have
to do is not trip over your own feet.
Thrilling, no. Effective, yes. The
people have spoken. Actually for
weeks now they’ve been blowing
the gaff to any random pollster
who asked, that they would be vot-
ing Labour. Or Reform. Or even
the Pick me! Pick me! Look, I can
paddle board really badly too! Lib
Dems.

Ultimately, the decision was
easy as ABC. Anything But
Conservative. And throughout the
night, the blue wall turned red, Sir
Ed Davey’s total wipeout antics
proved to be a winner and Reform
UK staked its claim as a political
force offering a home to disgrun-
tled Tory voters, despite an absence
of any actual policies. It was a
bloodbath; Big Beasts like defence
minister Grant Shapps and Jacob
Rees-Mogg, Middling Beasts such
as education secretary Gillian
Keegan and of course Mini Beasts
like – oh look, Rishi Sunak kept his
seat, if not his berth at Number 10.

“Politics is at a “crossroads”
said a visibly shaken Sir Robert
Buckland, former justice minister,
who lost his seat. The Conservative
Party, he added, must make the
“right choice” if it is to inspire a
new generation. “I think that we

have seen in this election an aston-
ishing ill-discipline within the
party,” he said in his farewell
speech. “Democracy is never
wrong,” said eminently dignified
Leader of the Commons Penny
Mordant who also lost her
Portsmouth North to Labour.

She ought to try telling that to
her Conservative colleagues who
had forgotten the public anger over
partygate, the 49-day economic
clusterf**ck of Liz Truss and
Sunak’s shameful D-Day desertion
and were rather put out to discover
the Great British Public hadn’t.
And so they found themselves on
the nation’s doorsteps enquiring
whether they could rely on house-
holders’ votes only for said house-
holders to insist on banging on
about potholes on the roads, poo in
the water, the dearth of GP appoint-
ments and complete absence of
social care.

Running through the Tory cam-
paign was a shocking disconnect
between reality and politics.
Earlier in the week party grandees
seemed genuinely astonished that
after 14 years and five prime min-
isters we just weren’t that into
them. They were damned if they
were going to go with dignity.
Instead, they fulminated and fear
mongered like jealous exes, hurl-
ing insults and reproach.
Interviewed on the BBC in the wee
small hours, Jacob Rees-Mogg
mournfully observed with breath-
taking hindsight that his party
faced defeat because “they took
their core supporters for granted”.

He was wide of the mark. What
they did was far worse; they set
about gaslighting every voter in the
country, variously casting us as
insane for “creating a supermajori-
ty” and decrying us as idiot archi-
tects of our own misfortune for
daring to desert them. A vote for
Reform would cause irrevocable

damage, we were warned. Labour,
meanwhile, would bankrupt gener-
ations, imperil Brexit, leave the
nation vulnerable on the world
stage due to inadequate defence
investment and clobber the country
with a double death tax.

Yet all that still sounded better
than the current lot. Why? Because
after the multi-millionaire whose
parents couldn’t afford Sky TV but
could scrape together enough to
send him to Winchester, it turned
out the only man who could ever
reach us was the son of a – tool
maker. Britain wanted the one
thing Labour could give us. ABC:
A Barnstarming Change. Whatever
that looked like.

Sunak was gracious. He hung on
to his seat, just, and demonstrated
the sort of generosity towards his
opponents – it was he who called
the overall result and conceded
long before the counting had fin-
ished – that has been vanishingly
rare of late. Can it only be six
weeks ago that addressed the
nation from Drowning Street, as
the heavens rather presciently
opened onto his head: “Now is the
moment for Britain to choose its
future,” he said.

Britain has chosen. It chose to
definitively sweep away the Tories
in a veritable tsunami. How they
emerge from the wreckage will be a
test of mettle and character; having
lost the trust of the country they
must earn the right to bellyache
about Labour. One party’s “insane”
supermajority is another’s over-
whelming mandate and much need-
ed as Starmer’s main task now is to
somehow find a way to unite the
country or, to paraphrase D:Ream,
things can only get bitter. As for the
Tories, once again it’s as simple as
ABC: Absolute Bloody Carnage.
As the removal vans trundle up to
Number 10 and former cabinet
ministers clear their desks, let the
grisly post mortem commence… 

The Telegraph

Britain wanted anything 
but the Conservatives

Judith Woods

O
NCE again, the US has
pointed fingers at China's
domestic affairs, tarnish-

ing Xinjiang's records in its lat-
est so-called religious freedom
report released by the US State
Department. This repetitive
action is nothing new but an age-
old tactic of slander, much like
the unfounded rumor of "forced
labor".

Labor is a human activity on
which society is based and devel-
opment pursued. People need to
work to fulfill their or others' needs
and wants, which contributes
(along with other factors of pro-
duction) the most toward the goods
and services in an economy, and
improves the lives of individuals.
How can people be forced to seek a
better life?

The International Labour
Organization describes "forced
labor" as all work or service which is
exacted from any person under the
menace of any penalty and for
which the said person has not
offered himself voluntarily. Whether
employed locally or seeking work
elsewhere, Xinjiang's workers are
motivated by a deep understanding
of working values. In June, my
research in Xinjiang confirmed that

members of minority ethnic groups
were working in different enterpris-
es of their own volition.

"My work, my choice" aptly
describes the independent deci-
sion-making by Xinjiang's ethnic
groups when it comes to employ-
ment. They opt for jobs based on
their desire, skills, preferences and
career aspirations without any
external influence. For instance, in
my survey, Abdurehim Tulyak, an
employee at Kashgar Xinyue
Textile Co. in Yuepuhu county,
Kashgar prefecture, found a job
through a WeChat group three
years ago. Turaik said that: "We
choose our jobs based on our inter-
ests, and the company tries to meet
our preferences."

In fact, Xinjiang's workers have
the freedom to choose their
careers, reflecting the provisions of
China's Employment Promotion
Law, which guarantees equal
employment and the right to
choose one's career. The region's
high-quality economic develop-
ment has created a large number of
jobs, allowing workers to choose
which enterprise or institution to
work for based on their interests

and capabilities without any racial,
gender or religious discrimination.

Xinjiang promotes equal labor
rights and employment opportuni-
ties, fair labor rules, and legal pro-
tection for employees. Local labor
protection laws complement
national regulations, fostering an
inclusive environment, and pro-
hibiting racial, gender and reli-
gious discrimination in employ-
ment. Way back in 2014, regula-
tions were implemented to prevent
discrimination in recruitments for
State-owned enterprises. Recent
recruitments by local branches of
SOEs such as the Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China and
China Unicom, and private compa-
nies like TBEA Xinjiang Sunoasis
Co.don't reveal any ethnic discrim-
ination, demonstrating that the job
market in Xinjiang is free from eth-
nic discrimination.

Last year, Xinjiang reached a
significant milestone by creating
482,200 new urban jobs and 1.09
million jobs for those people lifted
out of poverty. And while there are
mechanisms to protect workers'
right to fair wages and ensure their
pay is increased as and when need-

ed, regulations ensure workers get
enough rest and leave, including
paid annual leave, statutory holi-
days, and female workers get spe-
cial leave. Also, measures have
been taken to ensure all workers
are covered by social insurance
programs, and to prompt compa-
nies to provide social welfare ben-
efits such as annuity and supple-
mentary health insurance for all
workers.

Besides, while workplace safety
measures, which align with the
ILO's standards, are strictly
enforced in Xinjiang, religious
beliefs and practices, and dietary
preferences of workers from
minority ethnic groups are respect-
ed and protected. Not to mention
that the quality of employment in
Xinjiang has improved with more
workers employed in technology-
intensive and high-tech industries.
Western criticism can't overshad-
ow the reality of Xinjiang's labor
landscape, where the rights and
dignity of workers are respected
and protected. And Xinjiang is
committed to building harmonious
relations through collective bar-
gaining and employment contracts,
and by developing fair and safe
working conditions.

West should stop spreading
rumors about Xinjiang

Liang Yuchun

A
ND just
like that,
Britain kicked the

Conservative party into
touch. Labour’s enduring
poll lead long signalled
victory for Keir Starmer –
and this, coupled with an
uninspiring campaign,
resulted in a muted elec-
tion for one so seismic.
But watching the map
turn from blue to red
overnight, it was hard not
to feel a kind of cathartic
cleanse. This was close to
a Tory wipeout by any
definition. Former prime
minister Liz Truss was
spectacularly ousted,
alongside a spate of cabi-
net members, including
Penny Mordaunt, Jacob
Rees-Mogg and Grant
Shapps. Culture-war ped-
dler Miriam Cates lost
her battle, while Ben
“vasectomies are free for
the jobless” Bradley was
cut loose.

Nothing will spoil
Labour’s thumping land-
slide, but voters hurt by
Gaza and other concerns
dealt several blows. Iain
Duncan Smith, early archi-
tect of austerity, survived
because of a split vote with
a former Labour candidate.
Reform took only a few
seats but their national vote
share should trouble
Starmer.

At its heart, this election
was less about welcoming
Labour in than getting the
Tories out. From austerity
to Brexit to Partygate, vot-
ers have lived through an
unprecedented era of cruel-
ty, chaos and corruption. If
a week is a long time in
politics, 14 years of
Conservative misrule has
practically been a life sen-
tence.

Many don’t believe any-
thing will change with a
Labour government, let
alone soon. In the coming
months, Starmer must show
it can. For now, it is enough
to sit and savour what has
ended. To draw a line under
the worst of governments
and remember the millions
of lives made poorer, sick-
er, more afraid. Today is for
Windrush, disability benefit
deaths and Grenfell. It is
for food banks, “go home”
vans and the rape clause.
For PPE contracts, cancer
patients and Rwanda
flights.

Goodbye to the vandals
of Britain. How fitting they
destroyed themselves in the
end.

The most worrying story
this morning must be that
the hard right will now sit
in parliament. Under party-
funding rules, Nigel
Farage’s group will receive
cash from the taxpayer. He
will be entitled to even
more airtime. Measured by
share of the vote, the third-
biggest political force in the
UK today is Reform. One
in seven voters support a
party that includes repre-
sentatives who praised
Hitler as “brilliant” and
called black people “jungle
bunnies”. Reform organis-
ers have had links with fas-
cist organisations. One of
the activists helping Farage
win Clacton was filmed
using the P-word to
describe Rishi Sunak, call-
ing Islam a “death cult” and
demanding the army “just
shoot” refugees. These peo-
ple and those views have
only gained legitimacy in
this election.

For years the media has
lapped up Farage. For the
most part, it has treated him
as entertainment rather than
a threat. The BBC has put
him on comedy panel
shows. But the braying,
sour admirer of Enoch
Powell is a threat – a threat
to the millions of ethnic
minority people in this
country and a threat to
British democracy. Reform
is not a party, but a limited
company majority-owned
by one Nigel Paul Farage.
His rise has been
bankrolled by sugar-daddy
businessmen and he now
appears well placed to
establish himself as the nat-
ural magnet for dark money
in British politics.

As he became MP for
Clacton last night, Farage
said: “We’re coming for
Labour, be in no doubt
about that.” It is no idle
boast. Cast your eye across
what Labour still considers
its “red wall”. Vast swathes
were won back by Keir
Starmer last night, but in
seat after seat Reform is
now the main challenger:
South Shields, Houghton
and Sunderland South,
Easington, Sunderland
Central, North Durham,
Llanelli, Montgomeryshire
and Glyndwr … the list goes
on and on and on. It includes
Angela Rayner’s Ashton-
under-Lyne, and Jonathan
Reynolds’s Stalybridge.

Few politicians are as
adept at spinning a victim
narrative as Farage, and he
will point to his side’s 14%

public support equalling
only 0.6% of MPs and say:
you’ve been robbed, just as
you were on immigration.
In some of these seats, the
results were extremely
close; in many, there were
just a few thousand votes’
difference between the cen-
tre left and the far right.
The message is clear: seats
that Labour once assumed
were its own by inheritance
now face serious challenge
from a demagogue who
takes his inspiration from
Donald Trump.

That name shows us
what happens when the
hard right moves into the
void left by the political
mainstream. Yet throughout
this election campaign,
both Tories and Labour
ducked out of challenging
Farage. Starmer’s team
pulled its candidate out of
Clacton and frogmarched
him up to the Midlands.
The Labour government
taking shape this weekend
will have to make urgent
improvements to the daily
lives of voters, especially in

those de-industrialised
areas that were left for dead
decades ago. That is a huge
challenge given the austeri-
ty politics that look set to
dominate this decade.

The nicest thing to be
said about the
Conservatives’ election
performance is that they
managed to avoid a total
wipeout. The predictions
by some pollsters of the
party being reduced to dou-
ble digits proved a little
wide of the mark – with
Rishi Sunak instead slump-
ing to 119 seats and count-
ing. That means they
remain His Majesty’s offi-
cial opposition and avoid
the humiliation of being
treated like a fringe party
by the broadcasters.

But this is where any
crumbs of comfort stop for
Sunak. Ultimately the
Tories have suffered cata-
strophic losses that they
will struggle to recover
from in one term. The casu-
alties include plenty of so-
called Tory big beasts,
including Liz Truss, Jacob
Rees-Mogg, Penny
Mordaunt and Grant
Shapps. But perhaps more
damning is the areas they
lost in – seats that have
long been blue, from
Aldershot to Surrey Heath,
as well as the gains made in
the Midlands and north in
recent elections withering
away. The rebuild will be
hard.

To make matters worse,
there will be a small but
noisy intake of Reform
MPs including Nigel
Farage, Lee Anderson and
Richard Tice. This group
has the potential to cause
mayhem and divide the
Tories further as they try to
regroup and recover. The
question that will dominate
the coming Tory leadership
contest will be what to do
about Farage and his party
– hug them close or push
them away? The voters
turning to Reform played a
large role in the Tory
party’s disastrous showing.
In parts of the red wall,
Farage can now claim his
party is second to Labour.

The only other small ray
of light for the Tories is
that, despite Labour’s land-
slide victory, the early signs
are that its vote share has
not risen significantly from
2019 – so the size of the
majority may not reflect a
rush of public enthusiasm
for Starmer. The difference
between the two parties is a
mix of Labour’s efficient
campaigning in swing seats
and the collapse of the Tory
vote. But given this is the
worst result in the Tories’
history, this will likely be
little comfort to them in the
coming years in opposition.

Five thousand one hun-
dred and seventy-three
days. That’s how long it is
since Labour last governed.
It shows how monumental
this victory is. I hope new
MPs can squeeze in time to
celebrate and breathe
before parliament resumes.
It also illustrates just how

novel govern-
ment will be for

many MPs picked for
departmental posts, with
New Labour veterans dwin-
dling. There’s only so much
that shadow roles, briefings
from experts and party
grandees or life experience
can do to prepare them for
the mammoth responsibili-
ties, the processes, culture
and politics of Whitehall,
and the scramble to “do
something” about every
unexpected controversy on
the front pages.

Party figures have clear-
ly been hard at work draw-
ing up plans, but few are
likely to be developed
enough for the civil service
to act on immediately –
particularly with parlia-
mentary recess looming.
Even a likely shortened
recess is a significant
headache given the political
significance of delivering
within the first 100 days –
the timescale Labour has
already committed to for
bringing forward legisla-
tion on its flagship employ-
ment reforms.

International affairs,

from a Nato summit in the
US to a European Political
Community summit held
here, both this month, will
also take up precious time
that Keir Starmer may have
wanted to spend making
domestic headway.

Labour will certainly
have a string of high-profile
announcements to unveil
imminently and sound like
it means business – but it
faces a tricky balancing act
between promising to meet
high public expectations of
change, and dampening
them given Labour’s strict
fiscal rules. With Nigel
Farage warning he’s “com-
ing for” Labour, the pres-
sure to spend big will grow
louder by the week.

Responsibility for this
historic defeat lies ultimate-
ly with the Conservative
party’s abandonment of its
traditional and trusted val-
ues of conservatism, and its
replacing of these with the
dog-whistle politics of divi-
sion. In becoming a party
that stated only what it
stood against, eventually it
stood for nothing, becom-
ing a party of nowhere. It
didn’t have to be this way.
When Rishi Sunak person-
ally decided to row back on
net zero and climate action,
promoting new oil and gas
and opening a new
coalmine, I stated that this
would become the greatest
mistake of his premiership.
It turns out it was also his
greatest political error, as
the party lost not only in the
“red wall” but across
swathes of seats in the
southern “blue wall”. Seats
where voters believed the
Conservatives cared about
conserving our environ-
ment turned against
Sunak’s hardline rhetoric.

I had no choice but to
resign and leave the party
when it turned against its cli-
mate record. Net zero is the
greatest economic opportuni-
ty of the decade, bringing
with it jobs, growth and
regeneration. Sunak instead
preferred to follow Reform’s
corrosive culture war politics,
which brought zero votes.
The same could be said for
the party’s incessant attacks
on migrants, on international
humanitarian law, on interna-
tional students, on our institu-
tions and even family meals
on a Friday. Again, the pat-
tern was the same: hate not
hope, blaming others, blam-
ing each other. It didn’t just
lose the plot, it forgot where
the theatre even was.

The country has not only
voted for change: it has
voted overwhelmingly to
deliver the net zero mission
that Keir Starmer has set
out as one of his govern-
ment’s five key priorities.
Putting politics aside, we
now have the opportunity
to restore the consensus on
climate action that is sorely
needed. Carbon dioxide
knows no political colours.
We must all now work
together in this new parlia-
ment to deliver the change
and results that our envi-
ronment urgently requires.

How will Labour
change Britain

Frances Ryan & Aditya Chakrabortty

Five thousand one hundred and seven-
ty-three days. That’s how long it is since
Labour last governed. It shows how mon-
umental this victory is. I hope new MPs
can squeeze in time to celebrate and
breathe before parliament resumes. It
also illustrates just how novel government
will be for many MPs picked for depart-
mental posts, with New Labour veterans
dwindling. There’s only so much that
shadow roles, briefings from experts and
party grandees or life experience can do
to prepare them for the mammoth respon-
sibilities, the processes, culture and poli-
tics of Whitehall, and the scramble to “do
something” about every unexpected con-
troversy on the front pages.



FRANKFURT, Germany
(AP): The European Union
is imposing sharply higher
customs duties on electric
vehicles imported from
China. EVs are the latest
flash point in a broader
trade dispute over Chinese
government subsidies and
Beijing’s burgeoning
exports of green technology
to the 27-nation bloc.

The higher duties go into
effect on Friday, pending a
final decision in four
month’s time.

Here are some basic facts
about the EU’s planned cus-
toms duties:

What did the European
Union do?

After an eight-month
investigation, the European
Commission, the EU’s

executive arm, found that
companies making electric
cars in China benefit from
massive government help
that means they can under-
cut rivals in the EU on
prices, take a big market
share and threaten
European jobs.

It announced the higher
duties on June 12 and they
go into effect from Friday.

The duties are provisional,
meaning they will be
totaled up but won’t need to
be paid until they’re con-
firmed by a vote of EU gov-
ernments before Nov. 2.
The EU will only collect the
duties if there’s a further
finding that the European
auto industry would have
suffered material harm
without them.

HOUSTON (Reuters): As
U.S. shale oil boomed last
decade, an oil pipeline
company pitched an ambi-
tious multi-billion-dollar
export port off the Texas
coast to ship domestic
crude to buyers in Europe
and Asia.

In April, Enterprise
Products Partners'
(EPD.N), opens new tab
SPOT became the first
project to receive a license
from the U.S. maritime
regulator for a deepwater
port that could load two
supertankers, each of
which can carry up to 2
million barrels of oil at a
time.

But multi-year regulato-
ry delays, a loss of com-
mercial backers and slow-
ing U.S. shale production
has left SPOT, or Sea Port
Oil Terminal, and its three
rival projects without any
secured customers, energy
industry executives say.

"There are a lot of gray
areas right now with export
projects," said Zack Van
Everen, an oil analyst at
energy investment banker
Tudor Pickering Holt &
Co.

Enterprise declined to
make an executive avail-
able for an interview, but
said it continues to develop
the project.

Shale producers and
traders rely on ports to get
their oil to market and are
balking at the higher-than-
expected loading fees for
new projects even if they
are able to fully load super-
tankers, executives said.

HIGHER COSTS
SPOT, proposed for a

point 30 miles off the Gulf
coast in 2019, is the only
Texas deepwater project
with its government
approvals. But its cost has
soared to about $3 billion,
two industry experts said,

from an original estimate
of $1.85 billion for
Enterprise.

It has no long-term cus-
tomer contracts, or joint
venture partners, stalling a
financial green light from
the company, sources said.
The project, if approved, is
currently expected to start
up in 2027.

A customer willing to
commit the largest volume
is being offered a $1 per
barrel rate by Enterprise to
load at SPOT oil trans-
ferred from its Houston
storage terminal, three peo-
ple familiar the terms said.
Clients with smaller loads
have been offered an about
$1.20 a barrel fee.

That compares with the
all-in cost of about 75 cents
per barrel to load in Corpus
Christi, Texas, the top U.S.
oil export port, a source
familiar with export opera-
tions said.

To sweeten the deal,
Enterprise is offering pref-
erential terms for loading
schedules, and may bundle
some of its other services
to make the price more
competitive, two of the
people said.

Enterprise disputed the
fees, but declined to pro-
vide the project's cost and
the per barrel terms.

A deepwater port allows
customers to load oil
directly onto a supertanker,
eliminating the additional
cost of loading the oil on
smaller ships at shallower
ports and then transferring
the crude from the smaller
vessels to larger ones.

But it has lost Chevron
(CVX.N), opens new tab as
an early backer because of
the regulatory delays to
secure a license, and
Canadian oil pipeline oper-
ator Enbridge has released
its option to take a stake in

SPOT, Enterprise said.
Chevron declined to

comment on commercial
matters.

An Enbridge spokesper-
son said it views SPOT "as
a valuable option for our
Canadian heavy crude cus-
tomers to be able to access
the project," but declined
further comment.

LESS NEED FOR
DEEPWATER PORTS

U.S. exports of crude
rose to a peak of 5.6 mil-
lion bpd in February 2023,
and existing facilities can
handle as much as another
1.5 million barrels, though
port congestion could limit
that number, according to
RBN Energy. Russia's
invasion of Ukraine also
has shifted global flows
with more U.S. vessels
going to Europe instead of
Asia, which were primarily
geared to using super-
tankers.

F.P. Report

H Y D E R A B A D :
Hyderabad Electric
Supply Company
(HESCO) is trying its best
to reduce the line losses
on emergency basis.
According to a press
release, HESCO is trying
to increase the recovery of
dues from defaulters. 

Chief Executive
H E S C O M u h a m m a d
Roshan Otho on Friday
announced that the areas
where there will be no line
losses will be load shed-
ding free. In this regard he
inspected the work done

on 11KV feeder defense
by the Divisional
President and directed the
officers and technical staff
at the site to complete all
the work as per safety
rules by 15th July, so that
after July 15 these feeders
will be load shedding free. 

He also reviewed the
ongoing anti-theft cam-
paign in the field, and
instructed all the field
staff to ensure 100%
recovery and complete
elimination of electricity
theft, and to treat cus-
tomers with courtesy,
under the customer-
friendly service, problems

faced by electricity imme-
diately as per the law. 

On this occasion, the
Chief Executive Officer
strictly instructed the
SDOs and Xens that there
are clear orders from the
Ministry of Energy that all
customer complaints
should be listened to with
courtesy and resolved as
soon as possible under the
prevailing rules of the
organization. 

The better we work, the
better the company's repu-
tation will be and HESCO
will be able to regain the
trust of its customers. 

HESCO Workers are

our heroes, so they are
also maintaining electrici-
ty with their hard work
and perseverance, he
added.

On this occasion, apart
from Chief Operating
Officer Zulfikar Ali
Memon and SE
Hyderabad Circle Ejaz
Ahmed Sheikh, Excin
Latifabad Ghulam Farooq
Tanio, Excin Latifabad II
Syed Mukhtiar Hussain
Shah, Excin Vehicle
Account Syed Aqib Abbas
Shah, SDO Rizvi Irfan
Sheikh, SDO President
Sabir Hussain and techni-
cal staff were also present.
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
Zong 4G, Pakistan’s lead-
ing telecom operator, has
initiated a strategic part-
nership with Lahore
Electric Supply Company
(LESCO) to bolster busi-
ness communication serv-
ices and address its
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
needs.

The partnership was offi-
cially formalized during a
signing ceremony at
LESCO HQ, led by Farhan
Zakir, ZONG 4G’s Regional
Director of Corporate Sales.
This collaboration repre-
sents a significant milestone
for Zong’s corporate clien-
tele, said a news release on
Friday.

Through this collabora-
tion, Zong 4G aims to pro-
vide necessary telecom
services to LESCO by
leveraging its cutting-edge
technology and compre-
hensive business solu-
tions, including GSM,
MBB, inter-office connec-
tivity, and smart meter
connectivity. Following

LESCO’s tender for tele-
com requirements, Zong
emerged as the successful
bidder, securing the con-
tract and solidifying this
strategic partnership.

“This collaboration
marks an important mile-
stone for Zong 4G, under-

scoring our commitment
to enhancing business
communication services
with innovative technolo-
gy and reliable support.
By joining forces with
LESCO, we aim to deliver
unparalleled telecom solu-
tions that will drive opera-

tional efficiency and con-
tribute to the digital trans-
formation of the energy
sector in Pakistan.”
Director Govt. &
Corporate Sales, Zong 4G
quoted while expressing
enthusiasm for this part-
nership.

Zong partners with LESCO to
enhance business communication

HESCO to have load
shedding free feeders

F.P. Report

KARACHI: State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) has issued its
annual flagship publication,
the Financial Stability Review
(FSR) for CY2023, which is
prepared and published in
terms of requirements pre-
scribed in sub section (3) of
section 39 of the State Bank of
Pakistan Act, 1956 as amended
in January 2022. The Review
presents the performance and
risk assessment of various seg-
ments of the financial sector
including banks, Microfinance
banks (MFBs), non-bank
financial institutions (NBFIs),
insurance, financial markets
and financial market infra-
structures (FMIs). It also
assesses the financial sound-
ness of major user of credit and

financial services, viz. the non-
financial corporate sector.

The Review highlights that
macroeconomic environment
remained challenging amid ris-
ing inflation, weak FX inflows
and pressures on external
account and local currency, and
low business confidence par-
ticularly in the first half of
CY2023. However, the policy
measures and regulatory inter-
ventions that were taken to
address growing imbalances
coupled with securing of nine-
months Stand-by-Agreement
(SBA) from IMF helped in
improving the macroeconomic
conditions in second half of
CY2023. Inflation started
falling, economic growth
recovered, and exchange rate
stabilized towards the year's
end. In this backdrop, the

financial sector exhibited
strong growth and performance
and maintained its financial
soundness and operational
resilience. The asset base of the
financial sector expanded by
27.0 percent in CY2023, which
was mainly driven by the bank-
ing sector. 

While volatility in financial
markets remained high, the
financial sector particularly the
banking sector remained
resilient and grew by 29.5 per-
cent during the review period,
notes the Review. The growth
in assets was primarily driven
by investments in government
securities while private sector
advances contracted in the
backdrop of stressed macro-
financial conditions. The
expansion of the banks' bal-
ance sheet was mainly funded

by deposits, which posted a 20-
year high growth in a high
return environment. The credit
risk, nonetheless, did not pres-
ent serious concern as non-per-
forming loans (NPLs) to loans
ratio marginally increased to
7.6 percent by end December
2023 from 7.3 percent in
December 2022, and the provi-
sioning coverage further
improved to 92.7 percent.
Earnings of the banking sector
remained healthy on the back
of high rates and expansion in
earning assets, supporting the
solvency position.
Accordingly, capital adequacy
ratio (CAR) improved to 19.7
percent by end December
2023, remaining well above the
minimum regulatory require-
ment. The Islamic banking
institutions continued to main-

tain growth momentum in
CY2023 as well. With strong
earnings and comfortable asset
quality indicators, resilience of
the Islamic banks further
improved. However, microfi-
nance banks (MFBs) sector
continued to experience stress
in CY2023.

The Review reveals that
non-bank financial sector also
showed healthy performance
during CY2023. The asset base
of Development Finance
Institutions (DFIs) and Non-
Bank Financial Institutions
(NBFIs) observed strong
expansion. Moreover, despite
slowdown in economic activi-
ty, the insurance sector wit-
nessed growth in assets and
gross premium.

The overall position of the
non-financial corporate sector

was encouraging as solvency
indicators and repayment
capacity remained satisfactory.
Especially, the large borrowers
of banking sector exhibited sta-
ble repayment capacity and
there were no significant delin-
quencies during the year under
review.

The FSR also highlights the
operational resilience of
Financial Market
Infrastructures (FMIs) during
CY2023. The e-banking trans-
actions continued to drive
growth in retail payments.
Importantly, SBP moved to
implement the third phase of
Raast's person-to-merchant
(P2M) mode to facilitate digi-
tal payment acceptance for
merchants and businesses.

Keeping in view the rapidly
evolving dynamics of risks to

financial stability, SBP contin-
ues to proactively strengthen
its regulatory and supervisory
regime. Going forward, overall
risks to financial stability
appear to be manageable due to
anticipated moderation of
macroeconomic stress and
strong buffers and risk man-
agement capabilities of the
banking sector. The latest
stress test results suggest that
the banking sector has ade-
quate resilience to withstand
the severe but plausible macro-
financial shocks in the medium
term. However, policy continu-
ity on structural reforms
remains critical for both sus-
tained improvement in coun-
try's macroeconomic funda-
mentals and the resilience and
performance of the financial
sector. 

SBP Financial Stability Review 2023

Financial system showed steady performance

HYDERABAD: Chief Executive HESCO Muhammad Roshan Otho inspecting the work on 11KV feeder. As shale oil output slows, one
deepwater port struggles

Europe is slapping tariffs on
Chinese electric vehicles
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Cricket squad,
to train

KARACHI (APP):
Pakistan women’s
cricket team and
Pakistan Shaheens will
begin preparations for
their respective assign-
ments by training and
practice sessions in
Karachi from 6 and 8
July, respectively.
Shaheens will depart
for Darwin, Australia
on 14 July to face
Bangladesh ‘A’ in two
four-day matches. On
the tour, Shaheens will
also feature in two one-
day matches and will
take part in a nine-team
T20 tournament, which
will be played from 19
July to 18 August.
Pakistan women’s team
will travel to Sri Lanka
on 16 July to feature in
ACC Women’s Asia
Cup, which com-
mences from 19 July,
according to a PCB
communique on Friday.

Kabaddi
Championship
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Inter Departmental
National (Asian Style)
K a b a d d i
Championship 2024
will roll into action
from July 22, at
Liaquat Gymnasium
Islamabad. Secretary
General Pakistan
Kabaddi Federation,
Muhammad Sarwar
Rana said on Tuesday
that seven teams of
various department’s
will take part in the
championship includ-
ing Pakistan Army,
Pakistan Navy,
Pakistan  Air Force,
Pakistan Wapda,
Higher Education
Commission, Pakistan
Railways and Pakistan
Police. The managers’
meeting will be held
on July 11. The final
match will be played
on July 14. Sarwar
Rana said that the
players, who would
perform well in the
championship would
be included in the
national team. The
selected players will
participate in the Asian
Indoor Games to be
played in Thailand in
November this year.

Norris tops
Grand Prix

LONDON (Agencies):
McLaren’s Lando
Norris set the pace in
first practice at the
British Grand Prix.
Norris, seeking his first
win in his home race,
was 0.134 seconds clear
of Aston Martin’s
Lance Stroll in a session
that provided little
insight into competitive
form. Norris’ team-
mate Oscar Piastri was
third, with Max
Verstappen’s Red Bull
fourth. The world
champion was the
quickest driver to set his
best lap on medium-
compound tyres, while
the three drivers in front
used softs. Mercedes’
George Russell was
fifth fastest, also on the
medium tyres and just
0.009secs slower than
Verstappen. Aston
Martin’s Fernando
Alonso was sixth
fastest, ahead of
Mercedes’ Lewis
Hamilton and the
Ferraris of Charles
Leclerc and Carlos
Sainz. Alpine’s Esteban
Ocon completed the top
10 from Haas’ Nico
Hulkenberg and
Sauber’s Valtteri Bottas.
Piastri suffered a relia-
bility problem late in
the session when he
stopped in the pit entry
with a hydraulics fail-
ure. Briton Olivier
Bearman, announced
on Thursday as a Haas
driver for 2025, was
14th fastest in a practice
outing for his new team.
At the back of the field,
Alpine reserve Jack
Doohan was 17th
fastest in his practice
outing in the car of
Pierre Gasly, who will
receive a grid penalty
for excessive engine
usage this weekend.
Argentine Franco
Colapinto was 18th in
Logan Sargeant’s
Williams and Isack
Hadjar 19th in Sergio
Perez’s Red Bull. Yuki
Tsunoda was slowest
of all after an early
spin at Luffield in the
RB, which brought out
a red flag to stop the
session for his car to
be recovered from the
gravel trap.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
has announced the details of
men’s 2024-25 home interna-
tional cricket season.

The national team will com-
pete in three Test series and par-
ticipate in the first ODI tri-series
in 21 years in the lead up to the
eight-team ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 on home turf, said a
press release issued here Friday.

In the curtain-raiser series of
the 2024-25 home international
season, Bangladesh will play
two Tests in Rawalpindi (August
21-25) and Karachi (August 30-
September 3). The international
season will culminate with the
ICC Champions Trophy 2025
final, proposed for 9 March.

In between, Pakistan will
host England for three Tests in
Multan (October 7-11), Karachi
(October 15-19) and Rawalpindi
(October 24-28), and the West
Indies will visit for two Tests in
Karachi (January 16-20) and
Multan (January 24-28).
Additionally, New Zealand and
South Africa will participate in
an ODI tri-series in Multan from
February 8-14.

Bangladesh last played a Test
in Pakistan in February 2020,
while England swept the three-
Test series in December 2022.

The 2025 series will also mark
the West Indies’ first Test tour to
Pakistan since November 2006
when Brian Lara captained the
side against Inzamam-ul-Haq
men. Pakistan last hosted the
West Indies for a Test series in
October 2016 in the United Arab
Emirates.

Apart from the home interna-
tional fixtures, the men’s team
will tour Australia, Zimbabwe
and South Africa from
November 4 to January 7, play-
ing two Tests, nine ODIs and
nine T20Is.

In the period from August
2024 to March 2025, the
Pakistan men’s cricket team will
play nine Tests, nine T20Is and,
at least, 14 ODIs. The number of
ODIs may increase based on
their performance in the ODI tri-
series and the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025.

Alongside international crick-
et, the PCB will be involved in
planning and delivering an
expanded and more competitive
PCB Domestic Cricket Season
2024-25, as well as women’s
domestic and international
cricket events and competitions.
The HBL Pakistan Super League
2025 is also being planned for
April/May 2025.

The nine Tests against

Bangladesh, England, South
Africa and the West Indies will
be part of the ICC World Test
Championship 2023-25. To date,
Pakistan has played five Tests in
two series against Sri Lanka and
Australia, winning two and los-
ing three. This has placed them
in fifth position on the points
table with 22 points. India leads
the table with 74 points after
three series, followed by
Australia (90 points from four
series), New Zealand (36 points
from three series), and Sri Lanka
(24 points from two series).

With each of the top nine
Test-playing nations scheduled
to play six series (three home
and three away) in the ICC
World Test Championship 2023-
25 cycle, strong performances in
the upcoming four series could
put Pakistan in contention for a
place in the final, scheduled for
Lord’s in June 2025.

Karachi, Multan and
Rawalpindi will share the seven
Tests and four ODIs between
them. Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium
is currently undergoing redesign
and redevelopment work as part
of preparations for the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025, but is
expected to be ready to stage
most of the high-profile matches
from February 19 to March 9.

The ICC will announce further
details of the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 in due course.

PCB Chairman Mohsin
Naqvi said, “It was critically
important for us to finalize, lock
and announce our 2024-25 home
international cricket season now.
This ensures that both the men’s
cricket team managements and
the PCB event staff have suffi-
cient time to prepare, plan and
deliver these series to our very
high expectations and standards,
showcasing Pakistan as an out-
standing cricket nation and the
PCB as a thoroughly profession-
al organization.

“By announcing the com-
plete schedule of home interna-
tional matches, we are also
inviting and encouraging our
passionate local and traveling
cricket supporters to plan their
holidays. They will not only be
entertained with some exciting
and intense cricket, but also
have the opportunity to explore
this beautiful country, which
has so much to offer.

“These series are a vital part
of our strategy to strengthen
Pakistan’s position in interna-
tional cricket and ensure long-
term sustainability for the sport
in our country. Through the
2024-25 home international

cricket season, the PCB aims to
promote, grow and develop the
game by attracting new fans and
audiences. This is also an excel-
lent opportunity to commercially
leverage the series and maximize
revenue generation, which will
be reinvested into player welfare,
infrastructure development and
enhancing the profile of our
domestic and women’s cricket.

“The visits by five top cricket
playing nations in the lead-up to
the ICC Champions Trophy
2025, followed by seven coun-
tries participating in the event
proper over the next eight
months, also highlight
Pakistan’s standing and stature
in international cricket. We
deeply value the participation of
these teams and players, who
will bring immense talent and
competitive spirit to our fields.”

Bangladesh Cricket Board
Chief Executive Nizam Uddin
Chowdhury said, “We thank
the PCB for confirming the
schedule for Bangladesh’s tour
of Pakistan for the ICC World
Test Championship matches.
The series presents a signifi-
cant test for us, but it is also a
chance to showcase our
progress in this format.”

Bangladesh men’s cricket
team captain Najmul Hossain

Shanto said, “As a team we are
looking forward to returning to
Pakistan for the ICC World Test
Championship.

“Playing in Pakistan is always
a challenging but an exciting
prospect, and we will have to be
at our very best to compete
against a formidable home side in
their backyard.” England and
Wales Cricket Board Chief
Executive Richard Gould said,
“We’re really excited to be return-
ing to Pakistan for this three-
match men’s Test tour in October.

“Our last men’s Test tour of
Pakistan produced some memo-
rable matches and I’m sure fans
can look forward to more excit-
ing cricket across this forth-
coming series.” Cricket West
Indies Chief Executive Johnny
Grave said, “We are pleased to
be visiting Pakistan next
January for the final Test Series
in the current cycle of the ICC
World Test Championship.

“Whilst we have toured
Pakistan many times in recent
years, it will have been almost
two decades since we last played
Test cricket there. The 2006
series also had Tests in both
Karachi and Multan, and we
look forward to returning for a
competitive series against anoth-
er proud Test cricketing nation.”

HOUSTON (AFP): It will be tough
for Argentina goalkeeper Emiliano
Martinez to top his penalty shoot-out
heroics from the run to World Cup
glory in Qatar in 2022 but that cer-
tainly won't stop him trying.

The keeper, known as 'El Dibu' by
his adoring fans, produced two bril-
liant diving saves in the shoot-out to
earn his team a 4-2 win on penalties
against Ecuador in the Copa America
quarter-finals on Thursday.

The game had ended 1-1 in nor-
mal time and with no extra time in
the Copa, until the final, the game
went straight to penalties. When
Lionel Messi chipped the opening
attempt against the top of the bar,
the almost 70,000 fans in NRG
Stadium could have been forgiven
for thinking Argentina's title
defense was about to end.

But Martinez had other ideas.
Just as he had done against

Colombia, in the Copa semi-final in

Brazil in 2021 and then against the
Netherlands in the quarter-final of the
World Cup when he saved two Dutch
spot-kicks, the Aston Villa keeper
turned the game in his team's favor.

"Dibu is an animal. The truth is
that what he is doing is crazy. He
deserves it. He loves to wear these
colors. He gives us a lot of security
and peace of mind. We try to do the
same for him, but in these important
moments he's always there, he's
always there," said midfielder
Rodrigo De Paul. His most famous
performance of all, of course, was in
the World Cup final against France
when not only did he save from
Kingsley Coman but his mind games
put added pressure on Aurelien
Tchouameni who missed his kick as
Argentina won the shoot-out 4-2.

This time there was no dancing on
his line, no indication of his chatter
with opponents or other mind-games
-- although he certainly made clear

his joy at the saves with his gestures
to the fans.

"I told the guys before the penalty
shootout that I wasn't ready to go
home. This group deserves to go all
the way to the final," Martinez told
Argentine television. Martinez dived
to his left to deny Angel Mena and
then to his right to keep out Alan
Minda's spot-kick, celebrating his
saves wildly. "I got a bit full on with
the crowd. I had all the Argentinians
here, my family close by. So these are
special moments," he said.

Martinez, who won the Golden
Glove at the World Cup and was voted
FIFA's Best Goalkeeper in 2022, has
come through plenty of tough battles
in his career, having moved to
England as a teenager, joining Arsenal.

While he dreamt of making his
mark in the Premier League and with
the national team, there was little
glamour in his early years with the
Gunners as he was loaned out to
lower-league clubs. He had spells at
Oxford United, Sheffield Wednesday
and Rotherham United before step-
ping up to Wolverhampton Wanderers
and eventually getting a chance with
Arsenal. He was sold to Aston Villa
in 2020 and saved a penalty in his
first game for his new club against
Sheffield United.

He has established such a rapport
with the Argentine team and pro-
duced such vital saves from the spot
and in open play that coach Lionel
Scaloni said he had ensured an ultra-
confident mood for his team-mates in
the shoot-out.

LONDON (Agencies):
Jasmine Paolini reached
the Wimbledon fourth
round for the first time by
impressively defeating
Bianca Andreescu.

The French Open final-
ist, seeded seventh, won 7-
6 (7-4) 6-1 under the roof
on Court One.

There was little to sepa-
rate the players in the first
set as they both looked to
attack at the first opportu-
nity, but Andreescu could
not maintain her level.

Italian Paolini, 28, is
into the second week hav-
ing never previously won a
match at Wimbledon until
this year. It continues a

remarkable career surge -
she had not gone beyond
the second round of a
Grand Slam until 2024.

She will play 12th seed
Madison Keys or 18th seed
Marta Kostyuk in the last
16. Paolini and Canadian
Andreescu played each
other in the French Open
third round five weeks ago,
when the Italian won in
three sets.

That was Andreescu's
first tournament in nine
months as she returned
from a back problem, the
latest in a series of serious
injuries that have blighted
her career since she won
the US Open as a 19-year-

old in 2019.
Now ranked 176th in

the world, she matched her
opponent's shot-making in
the first set but faded in the
second, losing the final six
games with Paolini sealing
victory with a backhand
return winner.

"I think I played a good
match," said a delighted
Paolini. "I tried to be
aggressive because, if not,
I am going to have to run
so much." Elsewhere, 19th
seed Emma Navarro beat
Russian Diana Shnaider 2-
6 6-3 6-4 and will next
play second seed and fel-
low American Coco Gauff
or Britain's Sonay Kartal.

BERLIN (AFP): Turkey
defender Merih Demiral
will miss his team's Euro
2024 quarter-final against
the Netherlands after UEFA
banned him for two games
on Friday for making a
ultra-nationalist salute, a
move Ankara blasted as
"unfair and biased".

Demiral scored both of
Turkey's goals in the 2-1
last-16 win over Austria
on Tuesday and during
celebrations for his sec-
ond goal made a gesture
associated with Turkish
right-wing extremist
group Grey Wolves.

UEFA said in a state-
ment it was banning
Demiral "for violating the
basic rules of decent con-
duct, for using sports
events for manifestations of
a non-sporting nature and
for bringing the sport of
football into disrepute".

Should Turkey over-
come the Dutch on
Saturday, Demiral would
also miss the semi-final
against England or
Switzerland. Turkey's
Sports Minister Osman
Askin Bak claimed the ban
was politically motivated.

"We condemn UEFA's
unfair and biased decision,
which has no legal basis
and that we consider to be

purely political," he wrote
on X, formerly Twitter.

Demiral has said his cel-
ebration was related to his
"Turkish identity". The 26-
year-old former Juventus
defender, now at Al-Ahli in
Saudi Arabia, insisted there
was no "hidden message"
in the salute. Demiral post-
ed a photo of his celebra-
tion on X with the caption
"How happy is the one who
says 'I am a Turk'."

His gesture has triggered
a diplomatic row between
Turkey and Euro 2024 host
nation Germany, where an
estimated three million
Turks live. Germany's
Interior Minister Nancy
Faeser warned "the sym-
bols of Turkish right-wing
extremists have no place in
our stadiums". Turkey then
summoned the German
ambassador on Wednesday
over politicians' reactions
to Demiral's celebration.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan will attend
the quarter-final at the
Olympiastadion in the
German capital, which tens
of thousands of Turks are
expected to attend.
Erdogan himself has said
Demiral was just "showing
his excitement" and several
ministers and the
spokesman of his ruling

AKP party have con-
demned Faeser's reaction.

The Grey Wolves advo-
cated radical ideas and used
violence in the 1980s
against leftist activists and
ethnic minorities.

The group has been
banned in Austria and
France, but not in Germany.

Germany's Agriculture
Minister Cem Ozdemir said
Wednesday "nothing about
the wolf salute is hidden".

Ozdemir, one of the most
prominent German politi-
cians with Turkish roots, said
the symbol "stands for terror
(and) fascism". The Grey
Wolves were labelled "a ter-
rorist organisation" by the
European Parliament in 2021
and "especially threatening
for people with a Kurdish,
Armenian, or Greek back-
ground and anyone they con-
sider an opponent".

Accusing German
authorities of "xenopho-
bia", Turkey's foreign min-
istry pointed out that
Germany's domestic intelli-
gence service had empha-
sised in its report "not every
person making the grey
wolf sign can be described
as a far-right extremist".

Demiral's goals helped
Turkey reach the last eight
of a major tournament for
the first time since 2008.

Martinez the shoot-out ‘animal’
roars again for Argentina

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Pakistan lost to
Thailand in the final of the
ACBS Asian 15 Red Men’s
Team Snooker
Championship 2024 in
Riyadh on Friday.

Thailand won the final
3-0 with scores of 61-4, 75-
53 and 90-26 as they over-
powered their opponents
throughout the game.

In the first single match,
Pakistan's Asjad Iqbal lost
without giving a proper
fight. However, in the sec-
ond single encounter,
Awais Munir showed
resilience but ended up
making a foul during colour
potting after which the Thai
opponent cleared the frame
and won the match.

The situation remained
the same in the doubles
frame and Pakistan man-

aged to secure a silver
medal after a defeat in the
final.

Earlier in the semi-final
against Hong Kong,
Pakistan’s team comprising
Iqbal and Munir, came
from behind in the semi-
final after the defeat in the
first frame to win 3-1
against Hong Kong. In the
first singles match, Iqbal
was defeated 47-72. Munir
won his frame 80-44 to
level the match at 1-1.

In the doubles frame,
Pakistan played a 99-clear-
ance break to secure victo-
ry. Iqbal defeated Nansen
Wan 28-82 in his second
singles match and bagged a
win.

Meanwhile, in the quar-
ters, Pakistan defeated
India (2) with a score of 3-
0. Pakistan's winning

scores were 63-35, 75-22,
and 70-06. The India (2)
team comprised Sarav
Kothari and Hussain Khan.

It is worth mentioning
that Munir won the Asian
6-Red Snooker
Championship in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday
(July 2) after beating Hong
Kong's cueist Nansen Wan.

Munir secured a 6-3 vic-
tory over his opponent. The
game was tied at 2-2 and
Munir won three sets
straight and made his lead
5-2. In the eighth frame,
Nansen made a comeback.

However, in the ninth
frame, Munir displayed
excellent control and pot-
ting to clinch the victory.
Munir won the match with
scores 0-65, 35-26, 27-36,
38-20, 0-65, 13-46, 8-60,
34-0, 27-40.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
draws and seedings have
been announced for the 2024
WSF World Junior Squash
Championships, which are
taking place in Houston,
USA from July 12 to 23.

In the women’s draw,
defending champion Amina
Orfi of Egypt has been
declared top seed as the 17-
year-old aims to equal
national legend Nour El
Sherbini’s haul of three
World Junior titles. The
two-time champion, who
has risen as high as World
No.11 in the PSA World
Rankings this season, will
receive a bye in the first

round and, should the tour-
nament go to seedings, will
contest an all-Egyptian final
against Fayrouz Aboelkheir,
said a press release.

In the men’s draw, 2023
runner up Mohamad
Zakaria has been made the
early favourite, with the
Egyptian targeting a first
ever title after a painful
defeat to Pakistan’s Hamza
Khan last year.

Khan, who last year
ended Pakistan’s 37-year
wait for the title, has been
named No.2 seed, meaning
that the Houston crowd
could be in for a second
showdown between the two

in the final.
Hosts USA meanwhile

have three players seeded
inside the top eight across
both draws. In the women’s
draw, Caroline Fouts is
seeded [3/4], with Riya
Navani seeded [5/8]. In the
men’s draw, Rishi
Srivastava is the sole
American seeded, with the
18-year-old seeded [3/4].

Draws and seedings for
the team events, which are
being held concurrently for
the first time in World
Juniors history, will be
announced following the
commencement of the indi-
vidual event.

Pakistan suffer defeat
in Asian Team

Snooker C’ship final

2024 WSF World Jr C’ships
draws, seedings announced

Pakistan team’s 2024-25 home int’l cricket season announced

Babar is a
world class
player, says

Young
KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Australia's leading
power-hitting coach
Shannon Young declared
Pakistan skipper Babar
Azam, who has been under
fire for the team's perform-
ance in the recently-con-
cluded T20 World Cup, as
a "a world class player". 

"He is well, he is a
world class player," said
Young while speaking
about Babar's strike rate
amid the ongoing criticism
which the young skipper is
facing. 

The coach said that
Australians are very rarely
critical of their world class
players.

"We back them in and
we say they've been world
class players, they're
gonna be world class play-
ers again. I think some-
times the passion tips over
that these guys carry so
much expectation through
Pakistan's one of the best
players in the world, he's
gonna be fine," Young
added. 

Showering praise on
Babar, the coach said he is
a very nice guy and is
doing great work with the
academy and giving young
boys and girls the opportu-
nity which is admirable
and fantastic. 

Young also spoke about
his visit to Pakistan, say-
ing that his plan is to bring
high performance
Australian cricketers and
the younger cricketers for
tours next year. 

"We're hoping that
maybe April. Previously,
and I've always wanted to
come to Pakistan, so I got
the opportunity and I knew
really early on that
Australians would love
Pakistan. So we're gonna
bring hopefully a couple of
tours to play cricket here,"
he expressed. 

LONDON: Bianca Andreescu of Canada in action against Jasmine Paolini
of Italy in the Ladies' Singles third round match during day five.

Paolini beats
Andreescu to reach

fourth round

Turkey says Demiral ban for
Euros 'wolf' salute is unfair
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ANF seizes over
149 kg drugs

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) in a crackdown
against drug dealers con-
ducted 5 operations and
managed to recover 149
kg drugs besides netting
5 accused, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Friday. He
informed that 100.8 kg
hashish and 26.4 kg
opium were recovered
from a vehicle near Misri
Banda Road, Nowshera.
20 kg hashish was recov-
ered from an accused
arrested on North Bypass
Karachi. 1 kg hashish
was recovered from the
possession of an Afghan
resident rounded up near
a college in Peshawar. In
another operation, 1 kg
hashish was recovered
from a drug dealer arrest-
ed near PC Hotel in
Multan. In 5th operation,
10 grams cocaine was
recovered from a
Nigerian resident nabbed
near H-13, Islamabad.
Cases under the Anti-
Narcotics Act have been
registered against the
arrested accused and fur-
ther investigations are
under process.

Rubina assures
support 

for minorities
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP)
Chairperson Senator
Rubina Khalid, in a meet-
ing with Deputy Speaker
of the Sindh Provincial
Assembly Anthony
Naveed Friday, assured
her unflinching support
for the minority commu-
nities. The two sides dis-
cussed the recent BISP
survey, which identified
the special needs of
deserving Christian fami-
lies. The BISP chairper-
son said BISP's core ini-
tiatives were designed to
provide substantial bene-
fits to the minority com-
munity, ensuring they
receive the necessary
support and relief.
Senator Rubina reassured
Anthony Naveed of the
Programme’s dedication
to assist the minority
community, reinforcing
its commitment to inclu-
sivity and equitable sup-
port for all underprivi-
leged groups in Pakistan.

IRSA releases
341,700 cusecs

water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Friday released 341,700
cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with
inflow of 500,400 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was
1497.68 feet and was
99.68 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and outflow
in the dam was recorded
as 277,400 cusecs and
144,200 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1188.25 feet,
which was 140.25 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water was
recorded 45,200 cusecs
and 20,000 cusecs
respectively. The release
of water at Kalabagh,
Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as
187,200, 173,900,
108,100 and 38,900
cusecs respectively.
Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 90,500
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 55,700
cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.

IESCO notifies power
shutdown prog

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(IESCO) on Friday
issued 3-day power sus-
pension programme for
Saturday, Sunday and
Monday for various areas
of its region due to neces-
sary maintenance and
routine development
work. According to
IESCO Spokesman, the
power supply of different
feeders and grid stations
would remain suspended
for the period on Saturday
From 07:00 AM to 10:00
AM, Doda, Lakho Road,
Commercial Market
Feeder From 06:00 AM
to 10:00 AM, Isolation
Hospital, Raha, CM Pak
Zong D-12/1&2, Zaraj
1,2, IST, Dhok Awan,
Morra Nagyal. 
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday attended
the certificate distribution
ceremony at the National
Institute of Management
(NIM) Islamabad, where he
awarded certificates to the
government officials who
completed the 40th Mid-
Career Management Course.

During the ceremony,
the Governor congratulated
the officials from various
government departments
and appreciated their pro-
fessional skills.

On this occasion,
Director General NIM
Muhammad Tariq Moj
briefed the Governor about
the training courses con-

ducted by the institute.
In his key note address,

Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi said that these train-
ing courses not only
enhances the professional
capabilities of the officials
but also prepares them to
face future challenges. 

He added that govern-
ment officials engaged in
public service hold a very
important position in socie-
ty, and the well-being of the
public is linked to their
prompt services.

The Governor advised
government officials to
reduce the gap between
themselves and the public
and ensure timely delivery
of services to restore public
trust. 

He emphasized the need
for improving the efficien-
cy of government institu-
tions and officials while
innovating methods of pub-
lic service.

The ceremony was also
attended by Chief
Instructor of the Mid-
Career Management
Course Samreen Zahra,
Chief Instructor of the
Senior Management
Course Muhammad
Masood Ahmed, and offi-
cials from various govern-
ment departments.

The Governor urged
employees to perform their
duties with courage and
integrity to uphold the dig-
nity and grandeur of the
country.

ISLAMABAD: Security Forces conducted a flag-march with an objective to maintain peace and
tranquility in the Federal Capital for coming holy month of Muharram ul Haram. ––APP Photo

ISLAMABAD: A view of fallen trees on the roadside after heavy rain in the Federal
Capital. ––APP Photo

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Police and other
law enforcement agencies
on Friday conducted a flag
march in the city with a
purpose to maintain peace
and tranquility in the fed-
eral capital. 

A police public rela-
tions officer said that, fol-
lowing the orders of the
Inspector General of
Police Islamabad (IGP)
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi,
Islamabad Police has
taken comprehensive
security arrangements dur-
ing Muharram ul Haram.

He said that flag march-
es are being conducted in
various areas to make
security more effective and
added that strict vigilance

would be maintained like
previous years to maintain
law and order in the city.

He said that the flag
march started from the
Pakistan Sports Complex
and culminated at the
same point after passing
through various areas of
the capital city.

DIG Islamabad Syed
Ali Raza emphasized that
the Islamabad Police are
taking all possible steps to
maintain peace in the city
adding that all forces are
all time alert to tackle any
untoward incident.

He said that the security
has been enhanced at all
entry and exit points while
Dolphin squad is
patrolling in different

areas of the city adding
that all senior police offi-
cers have been directed to
remain in their relevant
areas and check the duty
points according to the
security point of view.

He said that crackdown
against one wheelers, tint-
ed glasses, pillion riding,
without number plates
vehicles and motorcycles
is underway.

He also appealed to the
citizens to cooperate with
police during checking
and inform police about
any suspicious activity
around them through
Pucar-15 adding that no
stone would be unturned
to secure the lives and
property of the citizens.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Over 931 Traffic Wardens
under the supervision of
inspectors and DSPs would
perform duties on city
roads to control traffic flow
during Muharram. 

According to a City
Traffic Officer (CTO),
Rawalpindi Tamoor Khan,
Traffic Police Officers, and
Wardens have also been
directed to take action
against vehicles having tint-
ed glasses, revolving lights,
unregistered vehicles and
motorcycles and others
moving without improper

and fake number plates.
In order to ensure the

security of the mourning
processions during
Muharram-ul-Harram, the
City Traffic Police (CTP)
Rawalpindi has issued a
comprehensive traffic plan. 

According to the plan,
there would be a complete
ban on parking any vehicle
or pushcart on the route of
the procession. Fork lifters
would move with
Muharram processions.
The CTO informed that the
wardens have been directed
to remove all kinds of

encroachments from the
procession routes besides
keeping a vigil on suspect-
ed persons and things. 

Entry of vehicles on the
route of the processions
would be blocked by erect-
ing barricades and other
hurdles, the CTO added. 

The CTO said, Traffic
Police officials would be
deployed along with district
police personnel to ensure
the security of the mourn-
ers. Strict disciplinary
action would be taken
against the delinquent offi-
cials, the CTO said. 

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gillani on
Friday paid homage to for-
mer Prime Minister Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto Shaheedwith
regard to July 5th when his
government as toppled. 

Addressing the House,
the Chairman said that the
Pakistan's constitution of
1973 was initially unicam-
eral due to which the sense
of deprivation was prevail-
ing amongst the provinces
and most the east Pakistan
was being deprived. 

Latter Bicameral system
was introduced in the
Constitution due to which
the House of federation
came into existence, said
the Chairman adding that
all provinces had equal rep-
resentation in the House of
federation. 

He said, all political par-
ties signed Charter of
Democracy (COD) in 2008

and agreed to restore the
Constitution of 1973 in its
original form.

“I give the credit to all
political forces of the coun-
try who restored the
Constitution in its original
form” said the Chairman
Senate adding that today's
democracy in the country
was because of the COD. 

Earlier, Senator Zameer
Hussain Ghumro said that
the legitimate government
of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto was
toppled on July 5th, 1977
and the Constitution was
abrogated. 

He said the Supreme
Court of Pakistan in its
recent judgment, has
declared Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto's murder was a judi-
cial killing. 5th July 1977
will always be remembered
as the Black Day in the
political history of
Pakistan, he added.

Senator Poonjo Bhel

said that today was the
Black Day but the country's
strength was hidden in the
democratic process which
should not be derailed at
any cost.

Senator Saifullah Abro
said that the House should
pass a resolution of con-
demnation against the dic-
tator of that time who top-
pled the government of
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto. 

He said that the judicia-
ry's role in the judicial mur-
der of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
must be condemned and
those involved in his mur-
der should be hanged at D-
Chowk if alive and if died
their coffins should be
hanged at D-Chowk. 

Senator Syed Masroor
Ahsan said that all political
parties should learn from
the horrific incidents of
July 5th 1977 and should
work together for the bet-
terment of the country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Energy
Awais Ahmad Khan Laghari
on Friday told the Upper
House that entire  electrici-
ty system in Pakistan was
rusty which needs com-
plete overhauling. 

Responding to calling
attention notice of Senator
Falak Naz about excessive
and un-announced load
shedding of electricity in
Upper and Lower Chitral
causing problems for the
residents of these areas, the
minister said that the com-
plete system would restore
in two weeks time. 

He said Golan Gol
Hydro power project pro-
duces 108 megawatt elec-
tricity but due to some tech-
nical issue it stopped power
generation. 

The other option to
restore electricity was to
provide electricity from
national grid through
PESCO but the line con-
structed and managed by
WAPDA was also faulted
which caused problem how-
ever the teams are working
on war footings for com-
plete restoration of electric-
ity in Chitral, he said. 

He also apologized over

the in-efficiency of
employees and said that
unless the entire system
would not be overhauled,
there would be no change
in the system. 

Our actions are yielding
good results and we are
working on war footings to
provide electricity to the
people of Chitral, the min-
ster said. Chairman Senate
Seyd Yousaf Raza Gillani
also assured the Senator
that the issue would be
taken up when the Ministry
will come to brief the
Committee of the whole of
Senate on power crises.

Electricity system in
Pakistan is rusty: Laghari

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs and Law and Justice,
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar
on Friday informed the
Upper House of the
Parliament that 30 Electric-
Buses of the Capital
Development Authority
(CDA) were safely docked
at the Convention Center
declared as its initial termi-
nal and depot with proper
charging and maintenance
infrastructure in place.  

Responding to the ques-
tion of Senator Fawzia
Arshad on the reasons
behind the CDA’s failure
to establish depots for
public transport buses to
be received from China in
upcoming months and any
precautionary measures
taken to ensure protection
of the vehicles, the
Minister informed that it
was the first batch of the
buses received from China
and two more batches
were in the offing.

Senator Tarar informed
that the Chinese company
had installed charging sta-

tions with a capacity of
charging 12 buses at a
time within 3 hours which
was sufficient to manage
the entire fleet. He
informed that the soft
launch was today, and all
measures were in place
whereas the members of
the House were welcomed
to travel in the newly
inducted E-Buses.

He added that a charg-
ing facility at Bus Depot in
Sector H-9 was also being
developed to cater for the
2nd batch of 70 Electric-
buses and would be made
operational after one
month of mandatory dri-
ver’s training. 

“The bus depots at
Taramri, I-9/H-9 and Zero
Point were tendered twice,
but unfortunately, the bids
received were on a signifi-
cantly higher than estimat-
ed cost and were therefore
canceled. These depots
will be tendered again
shortly and are expected to
be completed within a
period of five months,”
Senator Tarar said. 

Responding to the sup-
plementary query of
Senator Humayun
Mohmand, he said the
transport was a devolved
subject and the federal
government could only
operate E-Buses not other
than Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT).

He added that the federal
government’s policy was to
shift over renewable energy
and friendly policies for
solar panels and EVs were
introduced. “The import of
luxury vehicles beyond
2500cc have been capped
so that relaxation should be
given at the basic level to
the common masses and the
government would encour-
age small users to opt for
EVs. The future is of EVs
and E-Buses have been
given relaxation in the poli-
cy and being promoted in
the country as they are
environment friendly and it
will help save fuel and for-
eign exchange,” he added.

Earlier, Senator Danesh
Kumar asked the Minister
to brief over the safety
measures taken to mitigate
risks of blasts or accidents
at the facility. Senator
Humayun Mohmand
termed the E-Buses induc-
tion into mass transit fleet
as a positive development
to shift over E-Buses and
focusing public transport.
He inquired the Minister
to explain on any future
prospects of nationwide
rollout of E-Buses across
the country.

30 E-Buses safely docked
at Convention Center: Tarar Police conducts flag

march to maintain peace

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal
Minister for Interior, Mohsin Naqvi
has made key decisions to transform
Islamabad into a world-class city
while chairing an important meeting
at the Capital Development Authority
(CDA) headquarters on Friday. 

On the Minister's directives, CDA
will now only purchase electric motor-
bikes in future to reduce environmen-
tal pollution. Additionally, eco-friend-
ly electric buses will be introduced for
the citizens of Islamabad. 

The Interior Minister has also
imposed a ban on the purchase of
conventional motorcycles.
International standard emergency
services will be provided to the citi-
zens of Islamabad and the administra-
tion of emergency services will be
transferred from MCI to CDA. 

Moreover, the establishment of
Capital Waste Management Company
will also be expedited. Furthermore,
the matters related to the establish-

ment of Capital Waste Management
Company will also be finalized soon.

The Interior Minister said that
work on the Serena Chowk Underpass
and F-9 Park Chowk Flyover projects
will begin soon to alleviate traffic
congestion issues in Islamabad. He
added that the long-delayed
Expressway project will be completed
on a priority basis. He stated that
development work in the non-devel-
oped sectors of Islamabad will also be
completed, and possession will be
handed over to the allottees.

He highlighted that work on the
Islamabad Model Jail, which has
been stalled for 17 years, is progress-
ing rapidly, and the first phase will be
completed within the stipulated time.

The Interior Minister said that
Business Facilitation Centers are
being established in Islamabad,
where investors will be provided with
all facilities under one roof.

Land has also been allocated for

the Health Tower in Sector H-16. The
Interior Minister congratulated CDA
team, including Chairman CDA, on
achieving record tax collection but
warned that no organization can run
solely on plot and land sales; there-
fore it is essential to develop the
assets of the organization.

In this regard, the Interior Minister
directed that an investment plan be pre-
pared and presented within seven days.

The meeting also reviewed the
progress on various ongoing develop-
ment projects, including the Kuri
Enclave, renovation of Federal
Secretariat building, Diplomatic
Enclave, and Smart Parking projects.

Chairman CDA, Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, briefed the Federal
Minister for Interior on various proj-
ects. The meeting was attended by
Chairman CDA, Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad, Irfan Memon, and all
members of CDA.

Naqvi takes decisions to transform
Islamabad into a World-Class City

IFA cracks
down on

adulterated
milk

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad Food Authority
(IFA) led by food safety
teams (FSTs) on Friday,
carried out a major opera-
tion in Rawat, resulting in
the destruction of 1100
liters of contaminated milk.

Talking to APP, Deputy
Director Operations (DDO)
of IFA, Dr Tahira Saddique,
said that during the opera-
tion, 10,000 liters of milk
were tested.

Using a milk adulter-
ation testing kit, the team
found positive results for
contamination on the spot,
leading to the immediate
destruction of the adulterat-
ed milk. Dr. Tahira
Siddique, commenting on
the issue, emphasized that
mixing milk and water or
any other substances was a
serious offense. 

She stressed that such
practices harm children and
infants, causing gastroin-
testinal and liver diseases.

The timely intervention
by the food safety teams
prevented the distribution
of this harmful milk to
Rawat and nearby areas.

Dr. Siddique warned
that any reduction in the
quality of milk, especially
for children, would not be
tolerated. Deputy Director
of the Islamabad Food
Authority stated that strict
measures would be taken
against those violating
food regulations, and no
concessions would be
given to offenders.

Yousaf Raza Gillani
pays homage to 

Z.A Bhutto Shaheed

Kundi attends certificate 
distribution ceremony at NIM

931 Traffic Wardens to regulate
traffic during Muharram



KABUL (Pajhwok):
Acting Minister for
Commerce and Industries
Nooruddin Azizi during a
meeting with Uzbekistan
Transport Minister Ilham
Makhkov stressed progress
on the Trans-Afghan
Connectivity project and
talked about Tashkant’s
support for Afghanistan’s
agriculture sector, a state-
ment said on Friday.

The two sides also dis-
cussed other vital connec-
tivity projects and said that
Afghanistan was the cen-
tral point connecting South
and Central Asia.

Azizi said that trade
growth was linked to well-
equipped, easy and cheap
transit routes, and Central
Asian countries can access
South Asian markets
through Afghanistan.

He insisted on the imple-

mentation and completion of
the Afghan Transport Project
and requested Uzbekistan to
invest in land and air trans-
port in Afghanistan.

Discussions also includ-
ed plans to establish trans-

port services for passengers
between Mazar and Tarmez,
and to develop a corridor
connecting #China,
#Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
and Afghanistan.

Additionally, Minister

Azizi discussed with
Minister Rahmonov the
enhancement of
Afghanistan’s agricultural
mechanization and technol-
ogy transfer initiatives with-
in the agricultural sector.

UNICEF supports treatment

KABUL (Amu TV): The United Nations
International Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) reported that it has supported the
treatment of at least 234,200 children suffering
from severe acute malnutrition in Afghanistan
in 2024. The UN children’s agency also pro-
vided 314,000 people with access to safe drink-
ing water in the country. “602,000 children vac-
cinated against measles,” the organization
noted on X. Earlier, the World Food Program
revealed that 12 million people.

583 Afghan migrants deported

KABUL (Amu TV): At least 322 families, com-
prising 583 individuals, were deported by
Pakistan and Iran on Thursday, according to the
Taliban-run Ministry of Refugees. The ministry
reported that the refugees from Pakistan
returned through the Torkham and Spin Boldak
crossings, while those from Iran entered via the
Abrisham and Islam Qala border crossings.
According to the statement, 90 families returned
through Torkham, 91 families through Spin
Boldak, and 86 families were deported by Iran.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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KABUL (ToloNews):
Amid concerns from some
of the country's traders
about violations of the trade
and transit agreements by
Pakistan, the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce
has announced the exten-
sion of the trade and transit
agreement between Kabul
and Islamabad.

The Afghanistan-
Pakistan Transit Trade
Agreement (APTTA) was
signed on October 28,
2010, after several years of
negotiations and with the
mediation of the former
US Secretary of State, aim-
ing to expand trade, transit,
and economic relations

between Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and regional
countries.

Meanwhile, from time
to time, Pakistan violates
this agreement, creating
problems in trade between
the two countries.

Akhundzada Abdul
Salam Jawad, the
spokesperson for the
Ministry of Industry and
Commerce, said:
"Extending the APTTA
agreement is a necessity,
and the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce,
understanding this necessi-
ty and the current condi-
tions, is jointly working
with Pakistan on this

agreement."
The Chamber of

Commerce and Investment
emphasized solving trade
challenges between the
two countries and called
the continuation of these
problems to the detriment
of both sides.

"History shows that
even during the intense
wars of Najib and Karmal
[early presidents of
Afghanistan], our transit
was not closed and,
according to an agreement
recognized by the United
Nations, it was beneficial
for Afghanistan," said
Khan Jan Alokozay, a
member of the ACCI’s

board of directors.
Some traders, coincid-

ing with the export season
of agricultural products
and the increase in cus-
toms tariffs by Pakistan,
criticized the existing chal-
lenges in trade and the vio-
lations of some terms of
trade agreements.

They called on officials
of both countries to facili-
tate their exports and
imports and emphasized
creating alternative routes
by the Islamic Emirate.

"The Spin Boldak gate
is closed to our agricultur-
al goods, and many traders
in the western zone cannot
export through it and face
various challenges," said
Omid Haidari, one of the
traders.

"When our grape and
pomegranate season arrives,
and now it's melon season,
if the Islamic Emirate estab-
lishes a good agreement, our
traders and farmers will not
suffer," said Farid Azimi,
another trader.

In recent years, political
relations and border ten-
sions between Afghanistan
and Pakistan have also
affected the economic
activities of the two coun-
tries. The country's traders
have always criticized the
Pakistani government's
behavior.

KABUL (ToloNews): A
science exhibit was held
at one of the private
schools in Kabul.

The organizers said that
the aim of holding this
exhibition is to promote
creative thinking and inno-
vation among students.

Mohammad Rafi
Musazai, the principal of
the private school, said:
"The goal is to raise the
educational and training
standards, and to foster stu-
dents' creative thinking and
innovation."

Mohammad Omar, who

presented his project named
"Non-Burnable Hand" at
this exhibition, said that
creating such projects by
the younger generation can
help them build even bigger
projects in the future.

"Young people should
make good use of phones
and smart devices and work
on practical projects that
will benefit their future,
and the government should
also support them," he said.

A number of female stu-
dents at the exhibition once
again emphasized reopening
schools for girls above the
sixth grade in the country.

Asma, a student, said:
"This year we are in the
sixth grade, and next year
we will be in the seventh

grade, but we are not
allowed to go to school.
Our request from the gov-
ernment is to reopen the
schools. If we could build
this project today, we can
do even better in the com-
ing years."

Laila Jan, another stu-
dent, said: "I dream of con-
tributing to society in the
future and achieving a high
degree. That’s why we
worked hard."

A total of 180 students
participated in this exhibi-
tion, showcasing more than
ninety scientific, cultural,
and robotic projects at the
elementary, middle, and
high school levels.

MOSCOW (ToloNews):
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, at the end of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization summit,
introduced the Islamic
Emirate as his country's
ally in the fight against ter-
rorism.

Putin said that the
'Taliban' have power in
Afghanistan and, therefore,
are Moscow's partners in
the fight against terrorism.

Putin said: "We must
assume that the Taliban
have control over power in
Afghanistan. For this rea-
son, of course, the Taliban
are our allies in the war
against terrorism because
any authority is interested
in the stability of the coun-
try they govern."

Meanwhile, Zakir Jalali,
director of the third politi-
cal department of the
Foreign Ministry of the
Islamic Emirate, said he

found Putin's remarks
understandable.

Jalali said: "The recent
remarks of Russian
President Vladimir Putin
regarding the normalization
of relations with the Afghan
government at the Shanghai
Organization summit are
understandable."

Zabihullah Mujahid,
the spokesman for the
Islamic Emirate,
described the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
summit as an important
regional meeting, stating
that the member countries
of this organization have
good relations with the
Islamic Emirate.

Zabihullah Mujahid
said: "The Shanghai sum-
mit itself is an important
meeting in the region, and
the countries that attend it
have good, close, and trust-
worthy relations with the
Islamic Emirate."

In response to the mem-
ber countries of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization's demand for
the formation of an inclu-
sive government in
Afghanistan, Zabiullah
Mujahid said that countries
should discuss matters such
as regulating their relations
with Afghanistan.

Mujahid said: "The issue
of an inclusive government
is an Afghan matter, and
Afghanistan will make
decisions based on its
national interests in all
areas. Distant and neigh-
boring countries should talk
about matters such as regu-
lating relations with
Afghanistan and creating a
space for cooperation at the
regional level."

The next summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization leaders is
scheduled to be held on
October 15 and 16, 2024.

BALKH (ToloNews): A number of
religious scholars, residents of the
northern and northeastern provinces,
and local officials held a consultative
gathering in the city of Mazar-e-
Sharif, the center of Balkh province, to
prepare for the month of Muharram.

In this meeting, the participants
stressed the importance of maintaining
unity and solidarity among all citizens

and sects in the country and called on
the authorities to facilitate the holding of
Muharram mourning ceremonies. "We
must neutralize the enemy's propagan-
da. We must build the country. We have
both the strength and the plans for the
prosperity, dignity, and power of Islam
and Afghanistan," said Sayed Haidar
Hashimi, the organizer of this gathering.

"The people's demand is to hold

their religious and spiritual cere-
monies in complete peace," said Ali
Madad Fazel, a religious scholar from
Badakhshan. "The gathering of peo-
ple is ultimately a motivation and
coordination between Islamic schol-
ars," said Reza Alamzada, the head of
the Sar-e-Pul scholars council.

Local officials in Balkh assured
the security of mosques and religious
gathering places during the days of
Muharram and urged the people to
cooperate with security forces in this
regard. "The aim of the Islamic
Emirate is not to restrict the religious
ceremonies of any ethnic group or to
impose limitations on any sect; their
only goal is to protect all our broth-
ers," said Abdul Jalil Shaheedkhil, the
head of Balkh Education department.

"The Islamic Emirate derives its
strength from the scholars. If this gov-
ernment shows the right path to the
people, when will this be achieved?"
said Sayed Noor Agha Hashemi, the
head of vice and virtue department of
Balkh. The participants of this meeting
also said they appreciated the efforts of
the Islamic Emirate to address the
demands of the citizens of the country,
especially in creating a safe environ-
ment for holding religious programs.

Afghanistan
population

faces hunger,
poverty: GIZ
KABUL (Amu TV): The
German development
organization, GIZ, has
warned that the situation for
many people in Afghanistan
has drastically deteriorated
since the Taliban’s takeover.
According to GIZ, the
Afghan population is facing
severe hunger and poverty.

In a statement confirm-
ing reports of restructur-
ing its operations in
Afghanistan, GIZ
announced that it will
implement projects exclu-
sively through non-gov-
ernmental organizations
(NGOs). While existing
and commissioned proj-
ects will continue, GIZ
emphasized that starting in
2025, it will no longer
employ its own national
staff in Afghanistan.

“People need support to
cover their most basic
needs,” the statement
noted.

The German aid organi-
zation further stated that its
efforts in Afghanistan will
focus on supporting the
local population with
essential services. “This
includes improving self-
sufficiency in poorer urban
and rural communities,
training midwives and
women health profession-
als, and supporting women
entrepreneurs and women-
led organizations,” the
statement read.

This development comes
as many aid organizations
have been forced to sus-
pend or reduce their opera-
tions in Afghanistan due to
the Taliban’s restrictions on
women’s work, raising
concerns about the worsen-
ing humanitarian situation.
The humanitarian crisis has
been escalating in the coun-
try since the collapse of the
former government.

Religious scholars in Mazar-e-Sharif
call for security ahead of Muharram

Science exhibition held
in Kabul

Putin: ‘Taliban’
allies fight

against terrorism

Aziz, Uzbek officials discuss
connectivity projects, agriculture

KABUL (ToloNews):
Several tribal elders and
scholars from various parts
of the country have met with
the Deputy Prime Minister
for Political Affairs and dis-
cussed the implementation
of large economic projects
and creating job opportuni-
ties for citizens.

Hamdullah Fitrat, the
Deputy Spokesperson of
the Islamic Emirate, said
that during this meeting,
the tribal elders expressed
their support for the inter-
im government and
pledged their cooperation
in various sectors.

Mawlawi Abdul Kabir,
the Deputy Prime Minister
for Political Affairs, men-
tioned in this meeting that
currently complete stability
and security exist in the
country, providing the
groundwork for various
projects to be implemented.
He further added that the
Islamic Emirate is striving
to utilize the available
resources for the advance-
ment of Afghanistan.

On the other hand, some
scholars and Shia elders, in
a meeting with Abdul
Salam Hanafi,
Administrative Deputy of
the Prime Minister's Office,
said that they are ready for

any kind of cooperation
with the Islamic Emirate.
Hanafi, in this meeting,
also referred to Afghanistan
as a shared home for all and
emphasized that we must
defend the current govern-
ment and country through
cooperation.

Hamdullah Fitrat, the
deputy spokesperson for
the Islamic Emirate, said:
"The Administrative
Deputy of the Prime
Minister's Office stated
that this system is a shared
system, and Afghanistan is

the home of all. It is neces-
sary for all citizens to col-
lectively support this sys-
tem and work together for
its development."

According to some eco-
nomic experts, the lack of
job opportunities is a fun-
damental cause of increas-
ing poverty in the country,
and the initiation of large
economic projects by the
Islamic Emirate could
have an impact on reduc-
ing poverty.

Mohammad Nabi
Afghan, an economic

expert, said: "How do we
use the God-given
resources? How can we
change the situation of our
neighbors compared to our-
selves? This plan requires
expertise and an under-
standing of Afghanistan's
situation. Those present
here and who are educated
should develop plans to
overcome this situation."

After the return of the
Islamic Emirate to power in
Afghanistan, various eco-
nomic projects have been
funded by domestic revenue.

Tribal elders, scholars
meet with Deputy PM

FAIZABAD (Pajhwok):
The construction of historic
Silk Road between
Afghanistan and China has
reached to the zero point
between the two countries,
an official said on Friday.

Eng. Zabihullah Amiri,
head of the provincial
Information and Cultural
Affairs, visited the Pamir
and the Ghajeer valleys. He
told Pajhwok Afghan News
the construction work has
reached to the zero point.

The first phase of the
Silk Road, which was start-
ed by the engineering
department of the Ministry
of National Defense, with a
length of 60 km and a width
of 11 meters, was started

from Ishkashim district has
been constructed till the
Khandud area of Wakhan
district, some parts were
ready for asphalting, earlier
the administrative aide of
the acting PM said that the
asphalting work will be
launched in the near
future.”

Amiri termed the
Wakhan corridor vital for
Afghanistan and the region
and said that after the com-
pletion of this route and the
re-opening of the Chinese
port, the people of
Afghanistan would be pro-
vided with many facilities
in the economic field and
the East Asia with connect-
ed with the South Asia.

Ameeri said: “The con-
struction of this road start-
ed last year from the
Bazaegumbad area went
through the Ghajeer val-
ley’s historic road and
reached the zero point of
till the Afghanistan, China
border, It is 50 kilometres
long and seven metres
wide and completely ready
for movement.”

This historic road is 450
kilometres long starting
from Faizabad, the provin-
cial capital of Badakhshan.
The asphalting work of 150
kilometres till Ishkashim
has been almost 80 percent
completed and work on the
remaining 300 kilomentres
till Wakhan was underway.

Work on historic Silk
Road underway: Amiri

No compromise
on Islamic

value: Mawlavi
Abdul Kabir

KABUL (Pajhwok): All
Afghans have rendered sac-
rifices for the establishment
of an Islamic system and
every Afghan without dis-
crimination could feel part
of this system, a senior
leader of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) has said.

Mawlavi Abdul Kabir,
the acting prime minister’s
aide for political affairs,
said this during a meeting
with some ulema and tribal
elders from different
provinces said a statement
from his office on Friday.

The meeting participants
hailed the IEA stance in
Doha meeting and added
that today all Afghans treat-
ed equally by the virtue of
an Islamic system.

Mawlavi Abdul Kabir
said that all Afghans ren-
dered sacrifices for the sake
of an Islamic system and
every Afghan could feel
part of this system without
discrimination.

Afghanistan-Pakistan trade
agreement extended
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of members of New York State Assembly and American Pakistani Public
Affairs Committee, led by Deputy Speaker Phil Ramos, called on Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali Amin Khan Gandapur.

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: A divisional
bench of Peshawar High
Court (PHC) comprising
Justice Syed Arshad Ali
and Justice Waqar Ahmad
ordered Government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
submission detail report in
a plea filed by former
Chairman of the Board of
Governors (BOG) of
Khyber Teaching Hospital
(KTH) Dr. Omar Ayub,
challenging his removal
from the position, on
Friday.

Barrister Babar Shahzad
Imran argued that Dr.
Omar Ayub was appointed
as the Chairman of BOG in
2023 and was removed on
11th June, 2023. He further
argued that his removal
was unlawful and request-
ed the court for restoration
of Dr. Omar Ayub on his
position.

The lawyer claimed that

Dr. Omar Ayub was not
informed about his
removal until 15th June,
when it was reported in the
media and argued that the
removal is made against
the law.

Advocate General (AG)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Shah Faisal argued that the
removal was lawful and
that Dr. Omar Ayub was
informed about his
removal on 11th June.
However, the petitioner's
lawyer claimed that the
AG's statement was con-
tradictory, as the AG had
earlier stated on 13th June
that the case is premature.

The petitioner, Dr.
Omar Ayub, claimed that
he was removed from his
position without any rea-
son and that the removal
was a violation of the law.
He also claimed that he
had performed well during
his tenure and had made
significant contributions to

the hospital.
PHC expressed its dis-

satisfaction with the AG's
response and asked him to
provide a detailed answer
on the next hearing date.
The court also directed the
provincial government to
submit a detailed response
on the matter.

Moreover, Justice Syed
Arshad observed that the
20th June orders is sus-
pended till conclusion of
the plea and added that
PHC had restrained from
any orders while Justice
Waqar Ahmad remarked
that why Chairman BOG is
appointed despite court
stop it. PHC also stopped
fulfillment of two vacan-
cies of BOG members till
the conclusion of the case.
The court adjourned the
hearing until the next date
and directed the former
Secretary Health to submit
a written response along
with an affidavit. 

Appointment of BOG Chairmen:
PHC suspends June order till verdict

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah during a meeting with a
World Bank delegation, led by its
Country Director Mr Najy Benhaaine,
discussed today the need to increase the
storage capacity of Keenjhar Lake to
manage the ever-increasing water
demand of Karachi. 

According to the CM, Keenjhar Lake
is crucial for providing drinking water
to Karachi and its surrounding areas.
The proposed project includes improv-
ing the KB Feeder Lower Canal
System, extending Keenjhar Lake, and
developing social and environmental
plans. The World Bank has expressed
support for the project, which is esti-
mated to cost around $300 million.
Additionally, the Pre-feasibility of mod-

ernisation of right bank canals of
Sukkur Barrage was carried out under
the Sindh Water Sector Improvement
Project (WSIP), and detailed feasibility
would be carried out under the ongoing
Sindh Water and Agriculture
Transformation Project (SWAT) at an
estimated cost of $200 million.

Minister Irrigation Jam Khan Shoro
briefed the meeting about the Keejhar
Lake expansion and KB Feeder
improvement projects. A 10-year
Engagement Strategy: The CM and
World Bank team discussed a 10-year
engagement strategy called Country
Partnership Framework (CPF) 2025-34
to achieve five different goals. The
goals include reduced child stunting,
reduced learning poverty, more
resilience to climate change, decar-
bonization of the economy and more

inclusive job opportunities.
Reduced Child Stunting: The objec-

tive of initiating Reduced Child
Stunting is to improve access to basic
health, diversified nutrition and family
planning services. The other objective is
to improve access to clean water, sanita-
tion services and hygiene. Reduced
learning poverty: Under this project
access to quality schools and founda-
tional learning would be improved.

Minister Education Sardar Shah said
that the education dept was working to
increase equitable access to quality
early childhood education (ECE), and
primary and secondary education to
promote social cohesion and to provide
greater opportunities for learning, par-
ticipation and 21st-century skills to mar-
ginalized groups, particularly girls and
women.

World Bank expresses support
for $300m project in Sindh

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Senate was informed that
the federal government is
encouraging the use of
electric vehicles in order
to protect the environ-
ment and reduce depend-
ence on imported fuel.

Minister for Law Azam
Nazeer Tarar told the
House during Question
Hour that thirty electric
buses have been imported
from China. These buses
have been stationed at
Jinnah Convention Center
in Islamabad where state
of the art charging facili-
ties have been made
available. He said the soft
launch of these buses is
taking place today.

The Minister for Law
told the House that
NADRA centers will be
established in each Union
Council in the next two
and a half years. He said
the NADRA has prepared
a comprehensive phased
wise plan in this regard
and 1150 Union Councils
will have NADRA centers
in ten months.

Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar told the House that
the government has not
ceased the advertisement
of any television channel.
He said the advertisements
are being given in accor-
dance with their ratings.
He said newspapers
received advertisements
worth nine billion rupees,
and television channels of
six billion rupees over the
last five years.

The Minister for
Information also clarified
that no new tax has been
imposed on newspapers in

the budget 2024-25. He
emphasized the need for
making advertisement
policy more effective
after consultations with
the stakeholders.

Taking the floor,
Leader of the House Ishaq
Dar assured that the pri-
vatization process will be
taken forward in a trans-
parent manner and due
process will be followed.
He however emphasized
there should not be any
politics on this matter.
The Leader of the House
proposed formation of a
special committee to
ascertain why the privati-
zation of Pakistan Steel
Mills did not occur, which
resulted in the loss of
hundreds of billions of
rupees.

The Senate also passed
The State Owned
Enterprises (Governance
and Operations)
Amendment Bill, 2024. It
was moved by Minister
for Law Azam Nazeer
Tarar.

The Law Minister said
the bill is aimed at enhanc-
ing the efficiency of the
Boards of Directors of
State-Owned Enterprises.
Minister for Parliamentary
Services and Law and
Justice, Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar apprised the
Upper House of the
Parliament that the
National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA) would cover
almost 11,777 union coun-
cils (UCs) across the coun-
try to enhance its popula-
tion data registration foot-
print at the grassroots level.

The Minister was
responding to the ques-
tion of Senator Fawia
Arshad during the second

meeting of the 340th ses-
sion of the Senate.
Senator Tarar said the
NADRA’s UC level initia-
tive would be rolled out
across the country, where-
as initially 1150 UCs have
been selected horizontally
starting from the mega
urban centers of the coun-
try covering every nook
and corner and it would
not be restricted to the
Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT).

He added that there
was a total of 11,777 UCs
in the country and within
2.5 years small NADRA
Centers would be estab-
lished providing three
main facilities of child
registration certificate
(CRC) – Form B,
Cancellation of NIC due
to death (CD), and NIC
reprint or lost. He added
that NADRA had intro-
duced motorbike teams to
cater for disabled and eld-
erly individuals and some
16,700 cases were
addressed by those
NADRA teams.

Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar, responding to a
supplementary query of a
Senator, explained that
the mobile kit comprised
of a camera stand, laptop,
biometric and other
required paraphernalia for
facilitating elderly and
specially-abled who were
mostly unable to reach
offices and mobile vans
for their data registration.
He added that the mobile
team initiative was being
piloted in many districts,
whereas urban areas with
larger population were
targeted first on priority
and then the semi urban
areas including hard areas
would be targeted.

Govt encouraging use of
electric vehicles: Senate

BEIRUT: Hezbollah and Hamas lead-
ers discussed the latest developments
in ceasefire negotiations with Israel at
a meeting in Beirut on Friday. Hassan
Nasrallah, Hezbollah’s secretary-gen-
eral, received a Hamas delegation
headed by Khalil Al-Hayya, and both
sides discussed “the developments of
the ongoing negotiations and the pro-
posals aiming to stop the Israeli
aggression against the Palestinian
people in the Gaza Strip.”

A statement issued by Hezbollah
and Hamas affirmed that both parties
“emphasized continued field and
political coordination at all levels to
achieve the desired goals.” The
Hamas delegation also met with the
leaders of the Islamic Group in
Lebanon, which is an ally of
Hezbollah. The group said the discus-
sion focused on “indirect negotiations
and the implications of these devel-
opments for Palestine, Lebanon, and
the region.”

The talks also tackled ways to face
the “challenges of the next phase,
emphasizing the importance of coop-
eration and the mobilization of the
nation’s capabilities in this pivotal
battle,” the statement added. The
talks came as Israel continued its
raids on Lebanese border villages,
with a drone raiding Markaba, injur-
ing a paramedic next to an aid station
for the Islamic Risala Scout. Israeli
media outlets said that five missiles
were launched from Lebanon toward
western Galilee without triggering
local sirens.

Talks took place in Paris on Friday

as part of efforts to de-escalate the sit-
uation along the Israeli-Lebanese
border. A White House official said
Amos Hochstein, a senior US official
at the heart of the discussions, spoke
about efforts to restore calm in meet-
ings with French officials. Reuters
quoted a White House source as say-
ing that France and the US shared the
goal of diplomatically resolving the
current conflict. Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan
expressed the Kingdom’s “concern
over the risk of the war expanding in
Lebanon.”

In a statement, he said: “We do not
see any political horizon,” noting that
“a ceasefire in Gaza could help stop
the tension in southern Lebanon.”
Hezbollah’s Deputy Secretary-
General Naim Qassem commented
on the diplomatic efforts to Russian
Sputnik Radio. Qassem said foreign
delegates, including from the US and
French, wanted to separate the
Lebanese front from the war in Gaza,
and are trying to appease Israel to
allow Jewish settlers to return to their
homes. “There’s no discussion with-
out a ceasefire, which will then be
followed by the necessary political
discussion and a review of the latest
developments,” he warned.

Qassem said that “the chances of
an expanded war are not likely soon,
but Hezbollah is prepared for the
worst possibilities.” Qassem said
Israel’s “only option is to accept
Hamas’ conditions because it won’t
stop its resistance as long as the
aggression and the targeting of civil-

ians continue.” He also wondered
“whether the Israeli Army can toler-
ate (Hezbollah’s) attrition opera-
tions.” Qassem said the party had not
built its military position based on
political analysis but on information
and field results.

He said: “Reaching an agreement
is the strongest option today, espe-
cially amid the upheaval inside Israel,
in addition to the Israeli opposition
and its ability to pressure (Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu).” He
added that he expected Hamas to play
a major role in Palestine after the war
ended, contrary to Israeli aims. This
came as the UN said the number of
civilian casualties in Lebanon
reached 98 as of June 28, including
31 women, 12 children, 21 health
workers and three journalists.

A renewed report by the UN Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs or OCHA said that “IDPs and
host communities were experiencing
“escalating fatigue, heightening the
risk of intra-Lebanese tensions.” It
said internally displaced people were
grappling with extended displace-
ment and uncertain living conditions,
while host communities were begin-
ning to feel the pressure on local
resources and, in some instances,
competition for jobs. According to
the International Organization for
Migration, around 96,829 people
from border towns have been dis-
placed mostly to relatives’ homes,
while 16 shelters are housing around
1,498 displaced people. — Arab
News

Hamas delegation holds
talks in Beirut with Hezbollah

TEHRAN (AFP): Polls
opened Friday for Iran’s
runoff presidential election,
the interior ministry said,
pitting reformist candidate
Masoud Pezeshkian against
ultraconservative Saeed
Jalili in the race to succeed
Ebrahim Raisi, who died in
a May helicopter crash.

The Islamic republic’s
supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, who has
final say in all state matters,
cast his ballot when the
polls opened at 08:00 am
(0430 GMT), state TV
showed. “We are starting
the second round of the
14th presidential election to
choose the future president
from among the two candi-
dates across 58,638 polling
stations in the country and
all stations abroad,”
Interior Minister Ahmad
Vahidi said, according to
state TV.

The vote comes against
the backdrop of heightened
regional tensions over the
war in Gaza, Iran’s dispute
with the West over its
nuclear program and popu-
lar discontent at the state of
the country’s sanctions-hit
economy. In last week’s
first round, Pezeshkian,
who was the only reformist
permitted to stand, won the
largest number of ballots,
around 42 percent, while
the former nuclear negotia-
tor Jalili came in second
place with 39 percent,
according to figures from
Iran’s elections authority.

Only 40 percent of Iran’s
61 million eligible voters
cast their ballot — the low-
est turnout in any presiden-
tial election since the 1979
Islamic Revolution. On
Wednesday, Khamenei
called for a higher turnout
in the runoff. “The second

round of the presidential
election is very important,”
he said in a video carried by
state TV.

He said participation
was “not as expected” in
the first round but that it
was not an act “against the
system.” Last week’s vote
saw the conservative parlia-
ment speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf come in
third place with 13.8 per-
cent, while cleric Mostafa
Pourmohammadi garnered
less than one percent. Iran’s
presidential election was
originally scheduled for
2025 but was brought for-
ward by the death of ultra-
conservative president
Raisi in a May helicopter
crash.

The rival candidates in
the runoff have held two
debates where they dis-
cussed Iran’s economic
woes, international rela-
tions, the low voter turnout
and Internet restrictions.
Pezeshkian is a 69-year-old
heart surgeon who has rep-
resented the northwestern
city of Tabriz in parliament
since 2008.

He has earned the sup-
port of Iran’s main
reformist coalition, with
former reformist presidents
Mohammad Khatami and
Hassan Rouhani declaring
their backing for his bid.
Jalili, 58, rallied a substan-
tial base of hard-line sup-
porters and received back-
ing from Ghalibaf and two
other ultraconservative
candidates who dropped
out of the race before the
first round. In one recent
debate, the rivals expressed
dismay over turnout in the
first round. On Tuesday,
Pezeshkian said people
were “fed up with their liv-
ing conditions ... and dis-

satisfied with the govern-
ment’s management of
affairs.”

Ali, a 24-year-old uni-
versity student who asked
that only his first name be
used, said the better choice
is Pezeshkian, whom he
believes would work on
“opening the country to the
rest of the world.”
Pezeshkian has called for
“constructive relations”
with Washington and
European countries in order
to “get Iran out of its isola-
tion.”

Jalili, known for his
uncompromising anti-West
position, has insisted that
Tehran does not need the
2015 nuclear deal with the
United States and other
world powers to make
progress. The deal — which
Jalili said violated all Iran’s
“red lines” by allowing
inspections of nuclear sites
— had imposed curbs on
Iran’s nuclear activity in
return for sanctions relief.
The accord has been hanging
by a thread since 2018 when
the US withdrew from it.

At a campaign event late
Wednesday, 40-year-old
Maryam Naroui said she
believed Jalili was “the best
option for the country’s
security.” Jalili has held
several senior positions in
the Islamic republic,
including in Khamenei’s
office in the early 2000s.
He is currently one of
Khamenei’s representatives
in the Supreme National
Security Council, Iran’s
highest security body.
Regardless of the result,
Iran’s next president will be
in charge of applying state
policy outlined by the
supreme leader, who wields
ultimate authority in the
country.

Iran holds runoff
presidential vote

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the
members of New York State
Assembly and American Pakistani
Public Affairs Committee, led by
Deputy Speaker Phil Ramos, called
on Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur here in Islamabad the other
day. Provincial Cabinet’s Members
Syed Qasim ali Shah, Faisal Khan
Tarakai, Muzammil Aslam, Chief
Secretary Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry,
Additional Chief Secretary Syed
Imtiaz Hussain Shah and other rele-
vant high ups of the provincial gov-
ernment were also present on the
occasion. 

Matters related to promoting state
to state relationships between the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and New York
State came under discussion.
Similarly, prospects for mutual coop-
eration in the different social sectors
were also discussed in the meeting.
Both the sides agreed to sign
Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) for partnership in Health,
Education, Trade, Human Resource
and other important sectors. It was
also agreed on the occasion to initiate
Nursing Exchange and Tele Health
programs with the mutual coopera-
tion of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment and New York State.

On this occasion, the Chief
Minister specifically raised the matter
of cipher case and demanded that it
must be investigated at the level of
US Congress, adding that the matter
has created a confusion in the politi-
cal scenario of Pakistan, so it is nec-
essary to unveil the real facts behind
this matter. The Chief Minister urged

the New York State Assembly’s mem-
bers to play their role in getting this
important matter investigated by the
US Congress.

Talking to delegates, the Chief
Minister said that the provincial gov-
ernment has always welcomed and
appreciated the support of US gov-
ernment in the different public wel-
fare projects, adding that expending
cooperation between both the govern-
ments will further strengthen the rela-
tionships between Pakistan and the
United States. 

Touching upon the priorities of his
government, Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur said that the health and
education have been the top most pri-
ority of PTI government in the
province since day one, and we have
introduced multiple reforms in these
sectors, which have resulted in signif-
icant improvement in providing qual-
ity healthcare and learning facilities
to the people as per their expecta-
tions.

"Entire population of the province
is being provided with free healthcare
facilities in the reputable public and
private hospitals enlisted under the
Health Card Scheme of the provincial
government", he said and disclosed
that his government is also working
on introducing “Education Card” on
the analogy of Sehat Card Scheme. 

He maintained that enrollment of
the out-of-school children as well as
increasing female literacy rate in the
province is an integral part of the pri-
orities of incumbent provincial gov-
ernment. Similarly, he said that the
government would need support in
providing scholarships to students for
higher education abroad as well as
imparting modern vocational training

to the talented youth, adding that both
the governments can benefit from the
skilled manpower of the province.

While mentioning the investment
opportunities in the province, the
chief minister said that we have
immense potential for foreign invest-
ment in the various productive sec-
tors, especially in tourism, mines and
minerals, agriculture and hydropow-
er. The government is also looking
forward for investment in these sec-
tors. He said that the government,
under its ease of doing business poli-
cy, will provide conducive environ-
ment and all possible facilities to for-
eigners interested in investing here,
adding that efforts are underway to
putting aforesaid potential sectors on
modern lines with the aim to increase
the revenue stream of the province
and to provide job opportunities to
the people.

He maintained that an integrated
strategy has been devised to strengthen
economy of this war affected province;
necessary legislations are also in
progress so as to sustain the continuity
of reform process of the provincial
government. The delegates on this
occasion, lauded the reform initiatives
introduced in the health, education,
police and other social sectors. 

They said that the provincial gov-
ernment's initiatives aimed at dealing
with the impacts of climate change,
are highly commendable, adding that
increasing the forest cover of the
province to 26% is undoubtedly a
great achievement of the provincial
government. Apart from this, extend-
ing free healthcare facilities to entire
population of the province is also an
admirable and exemplary initiative of
the government, they remarked.

KP govt working on 
introducing ‘Education Card’

Yasmin
requests 

judiciary to
take notice of

injustices
LAHORE (INP): Senior
PTI leader and former
provincial minister Dr.
Yasmin Rashid has called
on the higher judiciary to
take notice of the injustices
being inflicted on Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).
Outside the Anti-Terrorism
Court on Friday, Dr.
Yasmin Rashid handed a
memorandum to journal-
ists, demanding the judicia-
ry's intervention.

Dr. Yasmin Rashid stat-
ed that democracy is being
strangled, and people's
voices are being silenced.
She urged the judiciary to
review and stop this
oppression, warning that
such injustices would ruin
Pakistan. "You cannot
remove the love for Imran
Khan from people's hearts
through oppression and
coercion," she asserted.
She mentioned that the suf-
fering endured by PTI
workers is unprecedented
in history. On February 8,
people came out and
showed the world that
Imran Khan is their leader.
PTI stands, and will contin-
ue to stand, with Imran
Khan's slogan of real free-
dom.

The former provincial
minister criticized the Form
47 government, saying its
actions against democracy
would harm not just PTI
but all political parties. She
emphasized that history
shows that injustice
towards others will eventu-
ally come back to haunt the
perpetrators. "Peaceful
protest is the beauty of
democracy, and you cannot
stop this protest," she
added.

She further stated that
the budget imposed by the
IMF is being forcefully
accepted by the people, but
the Form 47 government is
not acceptable to Pakistan's
citizens. She demanded the
return of the stolen man-
date so that the rightful
government can take con-
trol of the country. 

JI chief seeks
traders’ support

for sit-in
F.P. Report

LAHORE: Ameer Jamaat-
e-Islami (JI) Hafiz Naeem
ur Rehman held consulta-
tions with various traders'
organizations at Mansoorah
on Friday regarding the pro-
posed shutter-down strike
and sought their support for
a sit-in in Islamabad on July
12.

Talking to media persons
on the occasion, he men-
tioned that the JI would
announce the strike either
before or after the sit-in, fol-
lowing the completion of
discussions with traders'
organizations across the
country. He also noted that
he would be visiting
Peshawar on Saturday for
further consultations. 

Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman
said the traders must stand
united against the signifi-
cant taxation, particularly
on exports, introduced in
the recent budget. He criti-
cized the government for
formulating the budget
under IMF dictation and for
the prime minister's proud
announcement of it without
shame. The JI is organizing
the sit-in to protest against
the massive increases in
electricity and gas tariffs,
the petroleum levy, and the
imposition of unfair taxes
on the salaried class. The JI
chief accused the ruling
elite of enjoying tax exemp-
tions and free resources
while burdening the poor
with inflated utility bills. He
stated that the ruling parties
lack the public's confidence
and credibility to make
decisions on critical mat-
ters, saying they came to
power through rigging. He
said the opposition parties
except the JI, are not willing
to address public issues.
Instead, the opposition is
either involved in internal
conflicts or seeking power
through the same dubious
means as the ruling parties.

Rehman expressed con-
cern that the public's anger
could lead to anarchy,
which would allow non-
democratic forces to take
advantage. He emphasized
that the JI could not aban-
don the masses in such cir-
cumstances and decided to
organize them. He asserted
that peaceful and organized
resistance is the only option
left for the people to claim
their rights. The JI is seek-
ing the support of traders for
this purpose. The trader
leaders assured the JI Emir
of their full support for the
movement, and both sides
agreed to continue consulta-
tions. JI Secretary General
Amirul Azim and other
leaders also participated in
the discussions.


