Earthquake jolts Swat
F.P. Report

MINGORA: Residents of Swat and
nearby areas in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
experienced a jolt on Monday as an
earthquake struck the area. The Pakistan
Meteorological Department reported
that the earthquake registered a magni-
tude of 4.5 on the Richter scale. The
tremors were felt across Swat and its
surroundings, causing momentary panic
among residents.
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— Gandapur’s abusive outburst against woman

The

opponents shows his sheer disregard for Pashtoon norms

Saqib Mushtaq

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Information, Broadcasting, National
Heritage and Culture Attaullah Tarar
on Monday said Khyber Pakht-
unkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur's abusive outburst against
woman political opponents and jour-
nalists at the Sangjani public rally
clearly showed his misdemeanour
and sheer disregard for centuries-old
Pashtoon norms and culture.

Addressing a joint press confer-
ence along with Minister for Kashmir
Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan Engineer
Amir Muqam, he said the Pakhtuns
had a great tradition of according
high respect to mothers, sisters and
daughters. Taking a jibe at Gandapur,
he said that the person, who had chal-
lenged a woman political leader
(Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz) was scared of terrorists and
criminals in his own province.

Only people of short stature like
him could stoop so low by abusing
and threatening political opponents
especially women, he added. The KP
CM should have talked about the
strategy to eradicate terrorism from
the province, but he indulged in mud-
slinging as per his party's tradition,
Tarar said. The minister said that
Maryam Nawaz had never bowed
before any tyrant or oppressor, and
did face fake cases bravely, besides
imprisonment.

He pointed out that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) had a record of
not carrying out even a single quality
project in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa dur-
ing its 12-year tenure. He said that for
its Sunday's flopped meeting, the KP
government ruthlessly used public
resources and machinery to bring the
people to the venue.

The minister said in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, corruption had
become an order of the day as the PTI
leaders were getting kickbacks open-
ly. Tarar questioned whether it a rev-
olution to challenge a woman oppo-

nent leader. In fact, Gandapur and
other PTI leaders vented their frustra-
tion in the wake of a lacklustre party
show. He said the designated routes
for the PTI workers remained open
and the administration did not put any
obstacle.

He reminded Gandapur that he
was the chief minister of a province
and he should take his job seriously,
besides addressing the law and order
issue in the KP. He advised the KP
CM to initiate development works in
the province and ensure health and
education facilities to the people.
Lashing out at Gandapur, he regretted
that only those party leaders and civil
servants had been removed who were
not part of corruption campaign.

Terming the PTI a foreign-funded
outfit, Tarar said that the late anchor-
person Arshad Sharif had in a pro-
gramme proved that Imran Khan had
Jewish connections citing the state-
ments of Hakeem Saeed and Dr Asrar
Ahmed. A latest article in an Israeli
newspaper had further exposed
Imran's links with Jewish lobbies, he
added. The minister said that Imran's
cult was brought in despite being
involved in inappropriate acts such
concealing of assets and other moral
crimes and he was even being com-
pared with sacred figures. He said
that the PTI leadership had even writ-
ten a letter to the International
Monetary Fund to push the country
towards default. He said that the pol-
itics of hypocrisy and double stan-
dards was the hallmark of the PTI
leadership.

Tarar said that Nawaz Sharif dur-
ing his three tenures as prime minis-
ter, had laid the network of develop-
ment projects in the country. He
maintained that internal differences
of the PTT had done the damage as the
people stayed away from the so-
called "mammoth rally". He remind-
ed Gandapur that he still had time to
mend his ways and serve the people
of the province.

Attaullah Tarar said that soon a

weekly programme would be
launched to expose fake news.
Castigating the PTI's social media
activists, he said no revolution could
be brought just by keyboard warriors.
Fake and old videos and footages
were being uploaded by the PTI vlog-
gers and woman activists in an effort
to show that the ground of the rally
was filled to the capacity, he added.

Even a former president had to
apologise for uploading a fake video
on his social media account, Tarar
said. To a question, the minister said
that the opposition was playing its
role in the Parliament as the constitu-
tional democratic system was fully
functional in the country. He said that
most of the mouthpieces of Imran
Khan, who used to hold 10 press con-
ferences on daily bases, had fled from
the country. He challenged them to
come back for facing the cases.

He said in the past, a leading
politician raised the slogan of
"Pakistan Khappey", even after the
martyrdom of his dear ones. Nawaz
Sharif, he said, came back to Pakistan
to face legal proceedings leaving
behind his spouse on the hospital bed
abroad. He said that most of the PTI
leaders were opportunists who did
not even spare national institutions.

The minister strongly condemned
the threats hurled at the journalist
community and derogatory remarks
against woman media persons during
the PTI rally. The journalists were not
politicians and they should not be
treated in such a manner, he regretted.

Tarar said since assuming charge
as Minister for Information and
Broadcasting he had never stopped
advertisements of any news chan-
nels since it resulted in delay of
salaries to employees. He asked the
media to adopt a resolution against
the PTI at the National Press Club.
He assured the media persons that
the government would stand by
them if they took any action against
the PTI leaders for using abusive
language.

Kundi accuses
Gandapur of
inciting May
9-like unrest

F.P. Report

Shehbaz hosts dinner in
honour of parliamentarians

F.P. Report
ISLAMABAD:  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Governor

Faisal Karim Kundi has
accused Ali Amin
Gandapur of inciting unrest
similar to the events of
May 9 during a recent rally
in Islamabad.

The governor urged the
federal government to take
immediate action against
those involved in violating
the law. He stressed that
anyone distressing the con-
stitution must face conse-
quence, especially those
responsible for the violence

om May 9.
Governor Kundi also
criticised the KP CM,

calming his district was a
hotspot for terrorism activi-
ties, and urged the KP CM
to seek a vote of confidence
for the provincial assembly
as the law-and-order situa-
tion had deteriorated in the
province. Kundi reiterated
that the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) has always
supported democracy and
peaceful political process,
and stressed the politicians
were easy to hold account-
able, but questioned when
judges and military leaders
would face the same level
of scrutiny.

Meanwhile, Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi on
Monday expressed deep
sorrow over the death of
former MNA and promi-
nent Muslim League leader
Barrister Humair Hayat
Khan Rokhri. In a condo-
lence message, the
Governor condoled
Rokhri's death as an irre-
placeable loss.

He acknowledged
Rokhri as a dedicated, hon-
est, and service-oriented
politician who worked tire-
lessly for the welfare of his
constituency and the coun-
try. His unique contribu-
tions earned him a special
place in the hearts of the
people, and his services
will be remembered. The
Governor extended heart-
felt sympathies to Rokhri's
family and loved ones dur-
ing this difficult time. He
prayed that Allah grants the
deceased a place in eternal
mercy and  provides
patience to the bereaved
family.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday hosted a
dinner in honour of parlia-
mentarians from various
political parties, expressing
gratitude for their coopera-
tion in the government
affairs. He highlighted the
slowdown in inflation to
9.6% in August 2024, citing
it as a testament to the gov-
ernment's effective eco-
nomic measures.

"The economic experts
are forecasting further
decline in the inflation rate
during the current month
which is a good news for
the nation", he said, recall-
ing that in 2018, they had
left the government with a
single digit inflation rate.
The prime minister attrib-
uted the economic progress
to the efforts initiated by
his last government in April
2022, to save the country
from default. The economic
team's efforts had not only
stabilized the economy but
also put it on a growth tra-
jectory.

The dinner was attended
by the members of National
Assembly and  Senate
belonging to the govern-
ment's allied parties. The

prime minister said while
assuming the responsibili-
ties as Khadim-e-Pakistan,
he had promised to the peo-
ple that he would ease their
problems at all costs. Now
the positive results of eco-
nomic reforms had started
reaching the people, he said
adding that it was not possi-
ble to achieve the goal of
the country's development
without making the life of
the common man easier.

As regards the power tar-
iffs, the prime minister said
the government was taking
measures to provide maxi-
mum relief to the low-
income segments of the soci-
ety. He said that the process
of right sizing and downsiz-
ing in the government offices

had been started to reduce
the expenditures.

The prime minister,
while stressing the need for
political stability and conti-
nuity in policies, said that
everybody should have to
get together to steer the
country out of the econom-
ic quagmire. He also con-
demned the inappropriate
language used by the lead-
ers of a political parties last
night. He said terrorism had
almost been eliminated
from the country under the
leadership of former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif, but
unfortunately it was resurg-
ing in some parts of the
country. He, however,
vowed to uproot the men-
ace again.

President calls
for political stability

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari on Monday
underscored the need to
further strengthen parlia-
mentary democracy and
promote political stability
to put the country on the
path of development.

Talking about the current
challenges facing the coun-
try, the president empha-
sized the need to forge
political unity to steer the
country out of its political,
economic and security
challenges.

The president expressed
these views during a dinner
held in honour of parlia-
mentarians belonging to
Pakistan People’s Party
Parliamentarians (PPPP),
Awami National Party
(ANP), Pakistan Muslim

League-Q (PML-Q), and
Istehkaam-e-Pakistan Party
(IPP), at Aiwan-e-Sadr.
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf  Raza Gilani,
Federal = Minister  for
Religious Affairs and Inter-
Faith Harmony Chaudhary
Salik Hussain, Governor

Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan, Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Faisal Karim Kundi, Chief
Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti,
President ANP Senator
Aimal Wali Khan, Former
Caretaker Prime Minister
and Senator Anwar-ul-Haq
Kakar, President IPP Abdul
Aleem Khan, and senior
political leadership of the
country attended the dinner.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, President Zardari
called for promoting toler-

ance and mutual respect as
well as strengthening dem-
ocratic institutions. He said
that political, economic and
governance reforms were
essential for improving
public service delivery and
bringing economic prosper-
ity. He urged the need to
rise above partisan interests
and committedly work for
the welfare of the people,
adding that he was against
the politics of confrontation
that harmed the country.
The parliamentarians from
different political parties
suggested various measures
to bring stability and pro-
vide relief to the people.
They also appreciated the
president for his political
wisdom and vision in
evolving consensus on
issues of national signifi-
cance.
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2 computers stolen from SC
E.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Two computers were
stolen from country’s top court and the
Supreme Court officials have lodged a
case in this regard. The Secretariat Police
Station has registered a case on the com-
plaint of Director IT Supreme Court about
the theft of two computers. After analyzing
CCTYV camera footage, movements of two
apex court employees — Zahid Igbal and
Faisal Khan — were found to be suspicious.

12 PAGES

www.thefrontierpost.com

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister Jor Information and Broadcasting, Attaullah Tarar addressing a joint

press conference with Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs and GB Amir Mugam.

PM lauds
gatekeeper
for averting

train accident
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Mi-
nister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday paid tribute to
Madad Ali, a gatekeeper
who risked his life to pre-
vent a major accident
involving the Shalimar
Express at a railway
crossing near Nawab Shah
railway station.

Madad Ali saved lives
of hundreds of people by
risking his own life, the
prime minister said in a
statement issued by the
PM Office. The prime
minister lauded Madad
Ali's bravery, saying, "he
put his life on the line to
save countless others."
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif emphasized that
Madad Ali's selfless spirit
is an inspiration to all,
saying, "We can all learn
from his altruistic pas-
sion." The entire nation is
proud of you, Madad Ali,
the prime minister added.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday strongly con-
demned the incident of
firing targeting a police
mobile van in Panjgur.

The Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif also expressed deep
grief over the martyrdom
of a police Sub-inspector
Shakeel Ahmed in the
incident, according to a
PM Office press release.

He prayed to Allah
Almighty to rest the
departed soul in peace and
strength for the bereaved
family to bear the loss.
"The whole nation stands
by the soldiers sacrificing
their lives in the fight
against terrorism. This
war will continue till the
elimination of  this
scourge in toto," Prime
Minister Shehbaz
resolved.

6 cops among

ten injured in

S Waziristan
blast

F.P. Report

WANA: At least ten people
including six police offi-
cials were injured when
their vehicle was targeted
with a remote-controlled
explosive device in South
Waziristan.

Officials of Rescue 1122
informed on Monday that
police officials were on
their way to Kari Kot area
in a private vehicle when a
roadside remote-controlled
device went off with a big
bang. The powerful blast
injured six police officials
including constables
Aurangzeb, Muhammad
Tahir, Kamran, Noor Salam
Attaullah and passersby,
Sayyed Akhtar, Amanullah,
Abid, Habib Jan, Noor
Khatim.

Soon after the blast, res-
cue teams and a large
police force reached the
site and collected evidence
for investigation. The res-
cue workers provided first-
aid to the injured and later
shifted them to DHQ hospi-
tal. The police, after cor-
doning off the area, started
an initial investigation into
the incident.

PTI Gohar, Marwat
arrested in Islamabad

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The police
on Monday arrested Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf chair-
man Barrister Gohar out-
side the Parliament House.

Earlier, PTI's firebrand
leader Sher Afzal Marwat
was also taken into custody.
The PTI leader was arrested
outside the Parliament
House along with his secu-
rity guard. According to
details, the PTI leader was
shifted to Secretariat police
station. A scuffle was also

witnessed between the
police officials and
Marwat’s guards after

which one of the guard of
the PTI leader was also
taken into custody.

After the arrest of
Marwat, PTI leader Shoaib
Shaheen was also detained
by the Islamabad police
from his office. It was
reported ey PTI leaders
decided to remain inside
the Parliament House as a
heavy contigent of police
was seen outside while red-
zone also sealed from sev-
eral points. It also emerged
that the PTI leader Ali
Muhammad Khan was not
arrested by the police when
he came out from the par-
liament.

Alongside Omar and

Zartaj, more PTI leaders
Hammad Azhar, Kanwal
Shauzab, Naeem Haider
Panjutha, Amir Mughal,
and Khalid Khursheed
would also be arrested, the
sources said. Heavy contin-
gents of police were
deployed outside the parlia-
ment while all entry and
exit routes to the Red Zone
were also closed from D-
Chowk, Nadra Chowk,
Serena, and Marriott,
except for Margala Road.

However, PTI MNA Ali
Muhammad Khan was not
taken into custody by the
police when he departed
from the parliament. Marwat
was arrested for violating
regulations devised under a
new law  —Peaceful
Assembly and Public Order
Bill, 2024, sources told
media, adding that the PTI
lawmaker was accused of
clashing with police person-
nel a day earlier.

Alongside Omar and
Zartaj, more PTI leaders
Hammad Azhar, Kanwal
Shauzab, Naeem Haider
Panjutha, Amir Mughal,
and Khalid Khursheed
would also be arrested, the
sources said. Several PTI
lawmakers are currently
present in the Parliament
House including Gohar,
Sheikh Waqas Akram,

Sahibzada Hamid Raza,
Zain Qureshi, and Shahid
Khattak.

They added that
Islamabad police were
expected to launch a crack-
down against the former
ruling party’s Punjab lead-
ers who attended yester-
day’s power show. It
emerged that Islamabad
police formally informed
the Punjab top officials
regarding the actions. In a
separate action, Shoaib
Shaheen was also arrested
from his residence.

Police filed cases against
several leaders from the
Imran-founded party under
newly-enacted  Peaceful
Assembly and Public Order
Bill, 2024, at Noon and
Sangjani police stations. 28
local leaders including
Seemabia Tahir and Raja
Basharat were also nomi-
nated in the cases. The first
information report (FIR)
stated that the charged PTI
workers had attacked the
police teams with batons
and pelted stones who tried
to stop them from violating
the Islamabad rally’s route.
It added that police person-
nel deployed on security
duties resorted to tear gas
shelling and nabbed 17
party activists from the
scene.

CJP says no interest
in seeking extension

FE.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Justice Qazi Faez Isa on
Monday flatly refused to
seek an extension in his
tenure. Talking to journal-
ists, when one of the
reporters, while quoting
PML-N stalwart Rana
Sanaullah, said that if the
age limit of all SC judges
was increased, he (CJP)
agreed to an extension, the
chief justice said, “No, this
is not the case."

He went on to say that in
one of the meetings, Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah, Azam
Nazir Tarar and the attorney
general of Pakistan were
present. “But Rana Sana was
not.” He said he had been
told the government planned
to increase the term of
employment of all chief jus-
tices (CJs), including him. “I
said to them that they should
extend the term of employ-
ment of other CJs. But [ am
not interested.”

“I am not sure I will be
alive tomorrow,” Justice Isa
said. When a reporter asked
why the case of a letter
penned down by six judges
was not being fixed for the

hearing, he replied that it
was the committee of
judges, which had to do that.
“The bench is not being
formed due to the illness of
Justice Musarrat Halali,” he
explained.

Bench composition
would help predict case
outcomes in past: Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa has remarked that
previously the composition
of a bench could often pre-
dict the outcome of a case.
Chief Justice Isa addressed a
full-court reference at the
Supreme Court of Pakistan
to mark the start of the new
judicial year.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
was absent due to being
abroad. Shariat Appellate
Bench members Justices
Qibla Ayaz and Khalid
Masood attended the refer-
ence. In his speech, Chief
Justice Isa emphasised the
importance of evaluating
institution’s performance on
such occasions.

He noted that he would
complete one year as chief
justice in nine days. He said
he had introduced the live
broadcasting of Supreme
Court proceedings, starting
with the Practice and

Procedure Act case, which
was heard by the full court.
Following this, the authority
initially held by the chief
justice was delegated to a
panel of three judges.

Chief Justice Isa dis-
cussed the elimination of
biases in case assignments,
stating that previously, it
was possible to predict a
case outcome based on the
bench's composition. He
mentioned that he no longer
knew which judge would
hear a case beside him, whi-
ch he believed was a shift
towards more impartial pro-
ceedings. He also addressed
the modernisation of the
case listing process, stating
that the practice of having
case lists approved by the
chief justice had ended.

Now, the Registrar has
been instructed to publish
two-week case lists, which
would aid lawyers in track-
ing their cases and managing
schedules more effectively.
Chief Justice Isa concluded
by mentioning that specific
cases, especially related to
legislations, were prioritised
based on their importance.
The court has also issued
directives to expedite certain
cases as needed.

NAB withdraws new Toshakhana
case against Imran, Bushra Bibi

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) has withdrawn the
new Toshakhana case filed
against former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan and his wife
Bushra Bibi from the
accountability court.

A hearing on the bail
application was held in the
new Toshakhana reference
against the PTI founder and

his wife on Monday. Salman
Safdar, Imran Khan’s lawyer,
argued that the new
Toshakhana case no longer
stands after the restoration of
NAB amendments, as the
crime is invalid under the
current law.

The NAB prosecutor stat-
ed that following the restora-
tion of amendments, the case
is no longer within NAB’s
jurisdiction. The accountabil-
ity court judge, Muhammad

Ali Warraich, took a three-
hour break before announc-
ing the decision to transfer
the new Toshakhana refer-
ence to a Special Central
Court. The court also ruled
that the relevant court will
hear bail applications on Sept
10. Recently, Imran Khan
had sought relief in the 190
million-pound case, using the
Supreme Court's decision on
NAB  amendments  as
grounds for acquittal.
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CM reviews construction
work of Ravi Sapphire Bay

LAHORE (APP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
along with PML-N President
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, visited
Ravi Sapphire Bay, a suburb of
Sheikhupura on Monday.

The CM visited the sites of River
Training Works and Barrage, and
reviewed the construction work at
Sapphire Bay. She also inspected
the cofferdam site, said a handout
issued here.

Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
expressed displeasure on public com-
plaint of forcefully taking their land,
and directed the authorities con-
cerned to conduct a third party audit

of the matter. She directed to shift the
slums coming in the project to suit-
able places, and agreed to a proposal
to form a special team for monitoring
the construction quality.

The CM directed to hire world's best
professional consultants for Ravi River
City project to ensure best construction
quality in Ravi Urban Development
Authority (RUDA) project.

The CM and PML-N President
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif were
briefed in detail about the River
Training Work Development Plan.

RUDA CEO Imran Amin said that
46 km channelization would be done
in three phases on both sides of River

Ravi, 36 percent of the area would be
reserved for forests and greenery in
the project. He added that 46-km long

three-way road would be constructed | |

from Siphen to Hudayara Drain, and
03 barrages would also be construct-
ed in the Ravi River Front Project.
Senior Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb and Special
Assistant Rashid Nasrullah accompa-
nied the Chief Minister. Chief Secretary
Zahid Akhtar Zaman, Secretary
Housing Asadullah Khan,
Commissioner Zaid Bin Magsood,
CEO Ravi Urban Development
Aurhority (RUDA) Imran Amin and
other relevant officers were also present.

FBR and LUMS join forces
for innovation

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Federal Board
of Revenue and the
‘Technology for People
Initiative (TPI)’ of Lahore
University of Management
Sciences (LUMS) signed
an MoU at FBR headquar-
ters today.

The ceremony was wit-
nessed by Chairman FBR,
Mr. Rashid Mahmood
Langrial, along with other
senior officials from FBR
and LUMS. On behalf of

targeting by Customs and
other agencies.

The Chairman FBR
emphasized on closer col-
laboration between public
sector organizations and
academia for transfer of
knowledge and developing
indigenous solutions.

The TPI aims to bridge
the gap between academics
and the public sector to stim-
ulate a culture of research
and evidence-based policy-
making and provide citizens
and policymakers with open
access to data and research

FBR, Mr. Muhammad

Junaid Jalil Khan, Member
Customs (Operations), and
on behalf of LUMS, Dr.
Muhammad Fareed Zaffar,
Director of TPI-LUMS,
signed the MoU.

The MoU aims at future
collaboration in the use of
machine learning and data

is aimed at enhancing effi-
cacy of Customs Risk
Management System to
facilitate cross border trade.

This will help minimize
human interface while
ensuring improved regula-
tory compliances including
yield of due revenues by

This collaboration will
also extend to the design of
National Targeting Centre
(NTC) aimed at profiling
and targeting of persons,
entities and conveyances
which are involved in the
movement of illicit goods.

NTC is an ICT based

to improve transparency and
accountability.

Pakistan Customs is
expected to capitalize on the
vast experience of TPI-
LUMS which is providing
custom made technological
solutions to public sector
organization on pro-bono

analytics. The collaboration
between Customs and TPI

enabling Customs to con-
trol mis-invoicing.

platform used globally for
information sharing and

basis leveraging machine
learning and data analytics.

IVY online App to revolutionize
educational access: Tessori

KARACHI (PPI): Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori stated today
that the IVY online app would play a
pivotal role in meeting the educa-
tional needs of students, particularly
those studying for O and A Levels,
as well as ACCA candidates. He
made these remarks while address-
ing the inaugural ceremony of the
IVY app at Governor House.
Governor Sindh Kamran Khan
Tessori highlighted that this cutting-
edge technology reflects the Governor
House's commitment to providing
accessible, affordable, and high-quali-
ty education for Pakistan's youth. He
emphasized that such initiatives will
enhance the capabilities of students
and help them excel in their fields.
Stressing the importance of mod-
ern technology, Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori called for col-

laboration between the government
of Pakistan , the private sector, and
civil society in supporting education-
al advancements. He further added,
"Pakistan's future is bright, as 62% of
our population is under 25 years old.
Education is the key to unlocking
new opportunities for them."

Governor Sindh Kamran Khan
Tessori also praised the efforts of the
IVY app's creators, including Director
Madani Jatoi, CEO Waleed Khanzada,
Waseem Taj, Yasir Yameen, Abdul
Samad, and Moaz bin Zafar Khan, for
their innovative approach.

Earlier, CEO Waleed Khanzada
provided insights into the app,
explaining that IVY Online has been
specifically designed to assist O and
A Level students and ACCA candi-
dates in preparing for global competi-
tions and enhancing their skills. He

highlighted the app's affordable sub-
scription and user-friendly interface.
Director Madani Jatoi expressed
his gratitude to Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori for his unwa-
vering support and thanked him for
gracing the occasion. He also extend-
ed his thanks to the Consul Generals
of Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Oman, Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
Malaysia, and Germany, along with
other dignitaries present at the event.
The ceremony was attended by
notable figures, including Wajihuddin
Ahmed, Chancellor of Jinnah Women
University; Dr. Tariq Somro, Vice
Chancellor of IOBM; Dr. Abdul Bari
Khan, President of Indus Hospital
Network; Fazal Dada Bhai; and
Shahid Ashraf, Deputy Country
Director for Cambridge Assessment
International Education in Pakistan.

500kg
unhygienic
meat

discarded

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) has foiled an attempt
to supply 500kg unhygienic
meat of sick animals while
carrying out a special raid
in the provincial metropolis
here on Monday.

PFA Director General
Muhammad Asim Javaid
said that acting on a tip-off,
PFA raided a building in
the Township and recov-
ered 12.5 maunds of inferi-
or-quality meat hidden
under the seats of a passen-
ger van (LET-2061).

He said that PFA had dis-
carded the meat after seiz-
ing it during a raid. He said
stinky meat was to be sup-
plied to different local food
points after preparation. The
use of expired meat can
cause diseases for con-
sumers, he said. He said that
PFA lodged a case against a
meat supplier for carrying
meat of sick animals to meat
shops in Lahore while hand-
ing an accused over to
police after being appre-
hended during the raid.

The PFA DG appreciated
the raiding team for taking
timely action against the
enemies of public health
and ruining their unholy
ambitions. He further said
that strict punishment laws
are being introduced to
eradicate mafia dealing in
substandard food.

He warned that the PFA
will take strict action against
food business operators who
sell substandard meat. He
also directed FBOs to ensure
compliance ~ with  food
authority rules in the Punjab.
The director general has
requested the public to sup-
port the authority in elimi-
nating the adulteration mafia
and report to the PFA on its
1223 helpline number in
case of any complaint.

PTI submit resolution
condemning labeling of
Pakistani citizens as migrants

KARACHI (PPI):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Sindh Assembly
members Muhammad
Owais and Sajid Hussain
Mir have submitted a reso-
lution in the Sindh
Assembly in which they
condemned labeling of
permanent Pakistani citi-
zens as migrants. The res-
olution was submitted to
the Secretary provincial
Assembly of Sindh.

In their resolution,
Muhammad Owais and
Sajid Hussain Mir empha-
sized that every Pakistani
citizen has the legal right to

reside in any region of
Pakistan, in accordance with
the Constitution of Pakistan,
which grants equal rights to
all citizens. They further
highlighted the Pakistani
Citizenship Act of 1951,
which ensures that all indi-
viduals residing in Pakistan
before 1971 are considered
Pakistani citizens.

The resolution categori-
cally states that no
Bengali, Bihari, Burmese,
or Afghan who holds per-
manent Pakistani citizen-
ship can be labeled as a
migrant. Anyone possess-
ing valid Pakistani citizen-

ship should not be referred
to as a migrant or consid-
ered a foreigner, as this is
against the law.

The resolution strongly
condemns any discourse

that refers to Pakistani citi-
zens as ‘"foreigners or
migrants" or suggests

deportation of those who
hold legitimate Pakistani
citizenship. The Assembly
demands that all permanent
citizens with valid identifi-
cation be recognized as
Pakistani citizens, and that
all citizens be granted
equal rights under the
Constitution of Pakistan.

Commissioner reviews
arrangements for
Milad-un-Nabi celebrations

KARACHI (APP):
Commissioner  Karachi,
Syed Hassan Naqvi on
Monday chaired a meeting
to review the arrangements
for the Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(PBUH) celebrations.

The Commissioner
directed that the celebra-
tions be held with religious
zeal and fervour in Karachi.

He directed the con-
cerned officials to ensure
the provision of civic facil-
ities, security arrangement,
and traffic management
during the celebrations.

The meeting was attend-
ed among others by DIG
Police east Ghulam Azfar
Mahesar, Chief Operating
Officer Water and
Sewerage Corporation
Asadullah Khan, Assistant

Commissioner
Headquarters Rabia Syed,
officials of Traffic Police
Pakistan Rangers, Town
Municipal  Corporation,
Executive Director Solid
Waste Management Board,
Chief Fire Officer,Karachi
Municipal ~ Corporation,
and officials of
Cantonment Boards, while
Deputy Commissioner East
, Shehzad Fazal Abbasi and
DC south Altaf Sario, par-
ticipated via video link.
DIG Police East briefed
the Commissioner on secu-
rity arrangements.
Executive Director, Solid
Waste Management Board,
COO Water Corporation,
and other officials of civic
agencies briefed the
Commissioner on their

arrangements.

They informed that spe-
cial arrangements would be
made for water supply at
processions and mosques. It
was decided that special
cleaning and water supply
arrangements would be
made at mosques, proces-
sions, and venues of
mubharfils in consultation
with Ulemas and organizers.

K-Electric's representa-
tive informed that an unin-
terrupted power supply
would be ensured at
mosques, muhafils and pro-
cession routes. K-Electric
is making special arrange-
ments in this regard. It was
decided to deploy special
staff to ensure cleaning at
procession routes, venues
of muhafils and mosques.

N

KARACHI: A lady ealth wrker administering polio drops to children as part of seven days
nationwide anti-polio campaign started from today. —APP Photo

Minister pays

surprise visit

to Children's
Hospital

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Health Minister
Khawaja Salman Rafique
on Monday paid a surprise
visit to the Children's
Hospital, Lahore.

He visited the emer-
gency, cardiology, outpa-
tient department (OPD),
operating theaters, and
other sections of the hos-
pital, inspecting the sani-
tation and medical facili-
ties. Pro Vice Chancellor
of the University of Child
Health Sciences, Prof.
Junaid Rashid, and
Managing Director of
Children's Hospital, Prof.
Tipu Sultan, briefed the
Provincial Health Minister
in this regard.

The minister stated that
sanitation and medical
services had been
reviewed across various
departments of  the
Children's Hospital,
Lahore. He emphasized
that efforts were being
made to provide better
treatment facilities to
patients in government
hospitals.

The first priority of
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif
was to improve healthcare
services for the people.
The capacity of govern-
ment children's hospitals
in Punjab was being
increased, he added.

Seerat-un-Nabi
(PBUH)
conference
from Sept 11

LAHORE (APP):
Children Library
Complex will hold grand
Seerat-un-Nabi (Peace Be
Upon Him) conference as
per the direction of the

Punjab Education
Minister Rana Sikandar
Hayat.

According to official
sources here on Monday
different ~ competitions
would be arranged among
children in the Seerat-un-
Nabi (PBUH) conference.
The minister said,
"Various  competitions
include essay writing,
Seerat-un-Nabi (PBUH)
quiz, Naat-e-Rasool-e-
Magbool (PBUH), Islamic
calligraphy and others."

The  Seerat-un-Nabi
(PBUH) conference
would be held in Children
Library from September
11 to 13 and children of
10 to 14 years of age
would participate in the
conference.

Students of 6 to 8 class
of different schools would
participate in the competi-
tions, he said and added
that winners of the various
competitions would be
given prizes.

He said that purpose
behind organizing the
Seerat-un-Nabi (PBUH)
conference is to make
children aware of the glo-
rious aspects of the sacred
life of the last Holy

Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him).

He said, "Children

Library Complex plays
major role in terms of
training of the children."
Sikandar Hayat said that
comprehensive strategy is
being prepared for mental,
moral and ethical training
of the children.

He further said that
various activities in the
Seerat-un-Nabi (PBUH)
conference would help to
promote research habit
among children regarding
the Holy life of the last
Prophet (PBUH).

Open manholes and piles

of garbag

Kinza Sualiha

of Karachi, one area

suffers under the
weight of neglect. Once a
symbol of progress, the
road has now become a
sign of despair. Open
manbholes, piles of
garbage, and stagnant
water have become a
daily reality for the resi-
dents.

These open manholes
are dangerous traps, posing
a constant threat to pedes-
trians, especially children.
On several occasions, chil-
dren have accidentally fall-
en into these uncovered
drains, though, fortunately,
they were rescued without
major injuries. However,
the fear remains, as such
incidents highlight the
urgent need for proper
safety measures.

Adding to the distress,
heaps of uncollected
garbage are scattered along
the streets, filling the air

IN the bustling streets

e plague streets

with an unbearable stench.
The foul odor has become a
permanent companion for
the residents, and many
worry that the unhygienic
conditions could lead to
serious  health  risks.
Stagnant water has gath-
ered in several spots due to
poor drainage, creating an
ideal breeding ground for
mosquitoes and other
insects, further increasing
the risk of diseases.

This neglected part of
Karachi, seemingly forgot-
ten by the authorities, waits

for attention and action.
The residents have done
what they can to protect
themselves and maintain
their surroundings, but the
situation has reached a
point where governmental
intervention is desperately
needed. Without timely
action, the health and safe-
ty of the community
remain at serious risk. The
pictures captured of the
area tell a story of aban-
donment, pleading for
immediate relief and sup-
port from those in power.

Changing the narrative
on suicide prevention

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: World
Suicide Prevention Day is
an important advocacy and
communication-based
event that was created in
2003 on September 10th, in
collaboration with the
World Health Organization
(WHO) with the goal of
reaching national organiza-
tions, governments, and the
general public with the
message that suicide can be
prevented.

Professor Rizwan Taj,
Chairperson psychiatry
department explained the
message of WSPD by saying
that the objective behind cele-
brating the day is to spark
campaigns at the local and
national levels, helping to
decrease stigma and increase
awareness to help those suf-
fering in silence.

He added that World

Suicide Prevention Day is
progressing every year.
Since the day was launched,
most of the countries world
over celebrating with lots of
activities ranging from edu-
cational seminars, work-
shops. It's also now simpler
to contact people anywhere
in the world by using print
and social media channels.
The this year theme of

WSPD is “Change the
Narrative, “which illustrates
efforts to dismantle stigma,
increase awareness, and fos-
ter a culture of compassion
and understanding in order to
prevent suicide. In order to
change the perception of sui-
cide, everyone—individuals,
communities, organizations,
and  governments—must
play a significant role.
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KPJA completes series of capacity
building trainings for paralegal staff

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Judicial Academy Peshawar
(KPJA) has completed a
series of training pro-
grammes, aimed at enhanc-
ing the professional skills
and capacity uplift of
Paralegal Staff of district
judiciary including Stamp
Vendors, Petition Writers,
Oath Commissioners and
Notary Public.

The inaugural session of
the last one day training for
Stamp Vendors held at the
Academy, with Director
General, Mr. Jehanzeb

Shinwari, as the chief guest.
Dean Faculty, Mr. Zia-Ur-
Rehman, Senior Director
Administration, Mr. Dost
Mohammad Khan, Senior
Director  Research &
Publication, Dr.  Qazi
Attaullah and other officers
and Directors of the
Academy were also present
on the occasion.

In his welcome address,
Director General, KPJA,
emphasized that the objec-
tive of this one-day training
was to strengthen the justice
sector by boosting the pro-
fessional capabilities of

Paralegal  staff
Venders).

He highlighted the essen-
tial role of Stamp Venders in
the preparation of docu-
ments and documentary evi-
dence required by the courts.
He added that their status is
not like that of an ordinary
book-seller, paper-seller and
stationery seller, rather their
status is like a national
trustee.

DG Academy clarified
that the unprofessional
behavior of a Stamp Vendor
adversely affects the valu-
able rights of the people. If a

(Stamp

malpractice is committed in
the date and entry of stamp
sale in the relevant register,
it will be the starting of cre-
ating false documentary evi-
dence, and this false evi-
dence would, in many cases,
lead the courts to draw
wrong and erroneous con-
clusions. And consequently,
the justice delivery system
would be adversely affected.

The Director General fur-
ther highlighted that the irre-
sponsible behavior of a
Stamp Vendor could cause
irreparable loss to the public
exchequer.

UNDP empowers’ stakeholders
for tackling climate change risks

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: United
Nation Development
Program (UNDP)
Pakistan’s Scaling Up of
Glacial Lake Outburst
Floods (GLOFs) Risk
Reduction Project (GLOF-
II Project) recently held a
series of Stakeholders’
Communication and
Coordination Workshops.
These workshops brought
together community mem-
bers and representatives
from various government
departments,  including
PDMA, OFWM, Forest,
SWC, and other relevant

officials at the district or
tehsil level.

From 7th to O9th
September 2024, UNDP
GLOF-II Project organized
these workshops in Utror,
Matiltan and Mankiyal
valleys of District Swat.
The workshops provided a
platform to identify and
address potential commu-
nication and coordination
challenges that may arise
during the Project’s imple-
mentation in these areas.
The primary objective of
these workshops was to
cement clear and effective
communication and coor-
dination among all stake-

holders involved in the
project, ensuring that com-
munity members are well-
informed and actively
engaged throughout the
Project’s duration.

“This workshop gave us
the opportunity to voice
our concerns. We were
pleased to see that the
stakeholders listened to
our inputs and assured us
that the Project activities
will fully reflect our per-
spective,” said Mahmood
Khan, a resident of
Matiltan valley.

UNDP’s GLOF-II proj-
ect works in 16 valleys of
Gilgit Baltistan and 08 val-

leys of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. It empowers
communities to identify
and manage risks associat-
ed with GLOFs and related
impacts of climate change,
strengthens public services
to lower the risk of disas-
ters related to GLOFs, and
improves community pre-
paredness and disaster
response.

The project also sup-
ports the development of
sustainable livelihood
options in project areas,
with a particular focus on
the participation of women
in ensuring food security
and livelihoods.

Meeting pledges to promote

peace in K

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In a signif-
icant development, repre-
sentatives of Anjuman-e-
Hussainia and Anjuman-
e-Farooqgia held a meet-
ing in Peshawar to dis-
cuss ways to restore
peace and stability in
Kurram District.

The delegations, led by

Jalal Bangash (Anjuman- |

e-Hussainia) and Munir
Bangash  (Anjuman-e-
Farooqia), agreed to take
their respective commu-
nities into confidence on
all matters and ensure
responsible behavior.
They also pledged to play
a positive role in restor-
ing lasting peace in the
region.

The series of meetings
and jirgas will continue
bilaterally, with a focus
on resolving all issues,

g

ncluding land disputes,
peacefully. The leaders
emphasized the impor-
tance of adopting a legal
approach to all matters
through mutual consulta-
tion and understanding.
The leaders expressed
hope that a good environ-
ment would be created in
Kuram District in the

g — )
near future, leading to the
resolution of issues. They
appealed to the people of
kuram District to remain
peaceful in these circum-
stances and demanded
that the state fulfill its
responsibilities in a just
manner.

The meeting was
attended by prominent

urram District

leaders, including former
federal minister Sajid
Tori, former senator
Sajjad Tori, Syed Wali
Syed Mian, Pir Syed
Kazim, Haji Muhammad
Nazar, Abbasi Ali Tori,

Karbalaee Nawab
Hussain, Anjuman
Farooqiya Karam
General Secretary Imran
Jaji, Muhammad

Sulaiman Ghulje, Retired
Director IB  Rahim
Bangash, Haji Asadullah
Kharote, Malik Alf Gul
Jaji, Haji Bahadur Khan
Mangal, Maulana Usman
Shah Jaji, Mansoor Jaji,
Khan Amir Zadran,
Abdul Qadeer Bangash
and others.

The leaders agreed to
jointly support the Grand
Jirga, a significant step
towards promoting peace
and stability in the
region.

KhUJ ﬂazs
CM’s

aerogatorz

remarks

against

j ournalists

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief
Minister ~ of  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sardar Ali
Amin Gandapur, has been
strongly condemned for
using indecent and deroga-
tory language against the
journalistic ~ community,
especially female journal-
ists.

In a statement, President
of Khyber Union of
Journalists, Nasir Hussain,
Senior  Vice President
Imran Ayaz, Vice President
Basir Qalandar, General
Secretary Imran Yousafzai,
and other officials
expressed their astonish-
ment at PTI Chairman
Barrister Gohar's stance,
stating that he had not
heard the derogatory
remarks made by the Chief
Minister regarding journal-
ists.

The wunion rejected
Barrister Gohar's apology.
The officials of Khyber
Union of Journalists point-
ed out that former Prime
Minister Imran Khan, dur-
ing his tenure, repeatedly
leveled baseless accusa-
tions and criticisms against
the media.

However, now in jail, he
is seen praising the media
and requesting access to
media representatives.

The union further stated
that Ali Amin Gandapur's
use of vulgar language
against the entire journalis-
tic community, particularly
women, proves that blam-
ing the media for political
failures has become a part
of PTI's training. They
added that the Chief
Minister is attacking jour-
nalists to hide his govern-
ment's and political incom-
petence.

The Khyber Union of
Journalists called on PTI
founder Imran Khan to take
notice of the Chief
Minister's remarks. The
union's officials empha-
sized that the smear cam-
paign against the journalis-
tic community, especially
the derogatory statements
targeting women, will be
raised at all relevant
forums.

They warned that if the
Chief Minister does not
apologize for his behavior,
the journalistic community
will respond with full
force.

Suicidal jacket
defused

PESHAWAR (APP):
Peshawar police on
Monday averted a big
attempt of sabotage and
recovered a suicide waist
jacket thrown by the
would-be terrorists in the
vicinity of Phandu police
station here.

Police said a suspected
motorcyclist was signaled
to stop but the rider
instead threw his luggage
before fleeing the area.
Upon inspection of the
luggage, police find a sui-
cidal waist jacket and
promptly called the Bomb
Disposal Squad (BDS).

On receiving informa-
tion SHO Phandu, Kashif
Hayat along with his team
and personnel of BDS
reached the spot where
the BDS officials suc-
cessfully defused the sui-
cide jacket.

Service Level Agreement on E-Stamping

KPITB, BoK
sign MoU

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)

ceremony was held on
Monday at the office of
Senior Member Board of
Revenue in which Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Revenue & Estate Nazir

Ahmed Abbasi, Senior
Member Board of
Revenue Tkramullah,
Member Board of

Revenue (Admin) Aamir
Latif, Managing Director
Bank of Khyber Sher
Muhammad, Managing
Director Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Information
Technology Board Akif
Khan, and other senior
officials attended the cer-
emony.

Addressing the meet-

ing, Provincial Minister of
Revenue & Estate Nazir
Ahmad Abbasi said that
E-Stamping is a very
important initiative of the
Board of Revenue.

Because stamp duty is
an important source of
revenue generation and E-
Stamping will also pro-
vide maximum facilities
to the people of the
province.

Regarding E-Stamping,
the first MoU was signed
in September 2022, but
now instead of the
National Bank of Pakistan
and the Punjab IT Board,
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Information Technology
Board (KPITB) and the
Bank of Khyber (BoK)
have extended it to all the
districts of the province.
Provincial Minister of

Revenue & Estate said
that different rates have
been allocated regarding
stamp duty which will be
very helpful in doubling
the revenue of the
province.

He also said that this is
a big initiative of the gov-
ernment for the conven-
ience of the people, good
administration and good
governance.

While this will also
increase the revenue of
the government.

He said that the mani-
festo of the provincial
government is to provide
maximum relief to the
people, for which the
provincial cabinet is
working day and night
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur.

Booklet on KP’s tourism

wonders on

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Culture and
Tourism Authority
(KPCTA), University of
Peshawar and Jazz Mosafir
on Monday joined hands to
publish a tourism booklet
to promote the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's wonders.

Titled "Discovering the
Wonders of KP", the book-
let would help boost
tourism awareness and
provide valuable informa-
tion to visitors about the
scenic places of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The agreement regard-
ing the joint venture was
signed during a ceremony
held at the KPCTA's con-
ference room here.

KPCTA Director
General Tashfeen Haider
and representatives of the
University of Peshawar
and Jazz Mosafir were
present on the occasion.

Jazz Mosafir chief exec-

utive Sajjad, Manager of
the Digital Transformation
Cell Abdul Basir, and other
notable figures also attend-
ed the ceremony. They
pledged their support for
this meaningful initiative.

Dr Shakeel Khan from
the Department of Tourism
and Hospitality,
University of Peshawar
would curate the booklet.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Tashfeen Haider
highlighted the importance
of new initiative and said
that it would cultivate a
sense of responsibility
toward tourism among the
younger generation.

He said that the booklet
would help students
understand their role in
promoting tourism while
fostering a deep apprecia-
tion for the natural and
cultural heritage of KP.

"This booklet would
serve as a valuable educa-
tional resource, contribut-
ing significantly to our

the cards

efforts in  promoting
tourism and  creating
awareness about the
province's rich cultural
and natural landscapes,"
the DG said, adding that
the KPCTA was taking
tangible steps for the pro-
motion of tourism in the
province.

The booklet, designed
for students, would high-
light the diverse tourism
opportunities and the cul-
tural richness of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, from its
breathtaking landscapes to
its vibrant festivals.

It would help inspire
and educate young minds
about the beauty and sig-
nificance of the region's
tourism sector as well.

The booklet is also
expected to play a key role
in promoting responsible
tourism and engaging the
youth in understanding the
value of preserving and
promoting KP's tourism
potential.

PDWP KP approves projects worth

Rs.3.5bn

PESHAWAR (APP): The fifth meeting of the Provincial Development Working Party
(PDWP) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has approved projects worth over Rs.3.5 billion.

The meeting of the PDWP was held here with Additional Chief Secretary (ACS)
Planning & Development Department, Syed Imtiaz Hussain Shah in the chair on
Monday. Besides, members of PWDP, the authorities of the concerned departments

attended the meeting.

On the special directives of the Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali
Amin Gandapur, the meeting approved the project of the provision of free books and
school bags for children in the Merged Districts.

The forum also approved schemes of various sectors for the development of the
province including a flood preventive project of Rs.1 billion on the sides of Indus River

for D.I. Khan.

The project of the provision of free books and schools for the schools’ students in
Merged Districts is worth Rs.2.5 billion.

Riaz Yusufzai

ENOWNED
Journalist
Rahimullah

Yusufzai had unprece-
dented knowledge about
Afghanistan and the
issues related to this war
ravaged country. He gave
a new dimension to jour-
nalism with professional
commitment and hard
work when he moved
from Islamabad to
Peshawar for journalistic
pursuit. Through sheer
hard work, dedication
and devotion to duty and
yet accurate and objec-
tive reporting, he got
attention of the world by
reporting from this
region which is very
much fertile in terms of
news.

Later on, with the pas-
sage of time, some events
started to happen in the
neighbouring Afghanistan
which necessitated a reli-
able and farsighted analyst
to keep the people of the

Remembering Rahimullah Yusufzai - 1

region in its real perspec-
tive. Rahimullah Yusufzai
filled this vaccum with his
God-gifted talents and
continuous work and thus
created a large circle of lis-
teners and readership. Also
in Afghanistan people in
large number used to tune
to the radio especially to
BBC to listen his reports
and thus keep themselves
informed of the happening
in Afghanistan. After
Russia's  invasion  of
Afghanistan, the activities
of the Jihadees organisa-
tions and above all the
Jihadest  activities  of
Osama Bin Laden made
the doyen of journalism __
Rahimullah Yusufzai

indispensable for reporting
in the region. He had con-
tributed many articles on
Afghanistan from which
books can be compiled.
But here efforts are being
made to reproduce some
parts of his 13 famous arti-
cles based on his first
meeting with Bin Laden,
his personality, his Jihadi

activities which spoke vol-
ume of his intensive stud-
ies, deep analysis and cred-
ible reporting. On 7th
August 1998, the article he
wrote in "The News
International” under the
caption "FROM THE
HORSE'S MOUTH" creat-
ed ripple in the stagnant
water of journalism. In this
article, he wrote in detail
about Osama Bin Laden's
close associate Dr. Ayman
Al-Zawahiri,s contact with
him and the message con-
veyed by Sheikh Osama
Bin Laden. He begins his
article as such "Hello! I am
Dr Ayman Al-Zawabhiri. Do
you recognise me?" It was
about 9.50 pm (Pakistan
Standard Time) and I was
still considering which
story to file for the next
day's issue of The News,
after having received my
usual quota of endless vis-
itors. The voice sounded
familiar and I was about to
lay my hands on one of the
lead stories of the day.
"Yes, I do remember

you. How are you Dr Al-
Zawahir?" Pat came the
reply on the distant satel-
lite phone: "Assalam-o-
Alaikum, brother, I am
alright. Brother Osama Bin
Laden sends his regards to
you and he has a message
for you. I hope you can put
it on BBC and in your
paper.”

Here was the phone call
which every journalist
worth his salt would be
willing to receive even at
the eleventh hour. By now,
my tiredness had gone and
I was no longer feeling
sleepy. But my office door
was still open and, as is the
case often anyone could
barge in any moment. I
was busy praying that no
one would disturb me
while I was receiving one
of the most important calls
of my life.

"I will do my best.
Please go ahead with the
message," is all 1 could
utter as Dr Al-Zawabhiri
hurried to put across the
message. "Osama Bin

Laden calls on the Muslim
Ummah to continue Jihad
against the Jews and
Americans to liberate their
Mugamat-i-Muqadassa
(holy places). Meanwhile,
he denies any involvement
in the Nairobi and Dares-
Salam bombings."

That is all, said Dr Al-
Zawahiri, as he tried to
close the conversation. I
had many questions to ask
but Dr Al-Zawabhiri was in
a hurry. I only managed to
ask about his and Bin
Laden's whereabouts in
Afghanistan and the brief
reply I got was that they
were  "somewhere in
Afghanistan." And as he
prepared to sign-off, some-
one managed to enter the
system and ask, "Who are
you?, who are you?." The
intruder was definitely an
English language speaker
but it was difficult to con-
clude from that brief sen-
tence whether the accent
was American or British.
The intrusion may have
alerted Dr Al-Zawahiri and

soon he was saying
Assalam-o-Alaikum to bid
me goodbye, But before he
could put down the cradle,
I was able to renew my
request for an interview
with Bin Laden. "I will
consult Brother Osama Bin
Laden and get back to
you," he promised. He fur-
ther narrated that

"Dr Al-Zawabhiri's call
lasted less than two min-
utes but it gave me a great
story. Since I had his voice
taped when I interviewed
him in May this year in
Khost in southern
Afghanistan, I didn't have
much difficulty in judging
that the man who had
called me was Dr Al-
Zawahiri. Memories of
that visit came flooding
back as I struggled in
between countless more
phone calls to write the
story and put it on air and
in print.

He also elaborated that
almost half an hour after
Dr. Al-Zawabhiri's phone
call, the Americans

attacked Khost. some
newspapers, journalists
and some writers, perhaps
out of jealousy, have even
pointed out at the possibil-
ity of my becoming a tool
in the hands of the US to
track Osama Bin Laden. A
few people have also hint-
ed that I played a double
game. My answer to all
these questions and allega-
tions would be that "I am
first and foremost a jour-
nalist." I am in the field of
journalism also because it
is a very interesting and
sacred profession". After
that, phone calls started
coming in from all over the
world asking me for bin
Laden's phone number and
address so they could call
him and get important sto-
ries for themselves. His
trust in me and mine in him
was the reason why his call
came again on August 21
at 11 pm, 24 hours after the
US Tomahawk cruise mis-
sile attack on the Harakat
al-Mujahideen base. "The
war has just begun.

Americans should wait for
reply. This was Bin
Laden's brief message.
Which Dr. Al-Zawabhiri
quickly conveyed to me.
"Brother Osama bin Laden
is safe and sound. We have
survived the American
invasion. Tell Americans
that we are not afraid of
bombings, threats and acts
of aggression. We survived
10 years of Soviet bomb-
ing in Afghanistan and we
are ready for more sacri-
fices. He writes that Bin
Laden has since become a
hero to many Muslims
around the world.

In a 1998 issue of The
News International titled
"Is Osama a threat",
Rahimullah Yusufzai wrote
about Bin Laden's alleged
fatwa of jihad against the
US, at least that's what
many in the Taliban and
Pakistan thought. It is said
that the Americans acted a
bit more on the so-called
fatwa of "Jihad" against
America by Bin Laden.
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Three killed
in accident

NEELUM VALLEY
(APP): Three persons
were killed and five
others sustained injuries
in a road accident that
occurred near Jabri area
located at Neelum val-
ley of Northern region,
tv channels quoting res-
cue sources reported on
Monday. According to
details, a tourist car car-
rying passengers was
heading towards Babon
area when it met an
accident near Jabri of
Neelum valley. As a
result, three persons
died on the spot. Five
other persons were also
injured in the same inci-
dent. Those killed in the
incident were identified
as Saddam, Yusuf and
Isa. The ill-fated per-
sons were hailing from
Karachi. The dead and
injured were being
shifted to district head-
quarter hospital. Further
investigations are
underway.

Police
arrests MPA

MUZAFFARGARH
(APP): Pakistan Muslim
League MPA Rana Abdul
Manan was arrested fol-
lowing the rejection of
his bail in a case pertain-
ing to torture of the Jatoi
assistant commissioner,
from the Lahore High
Court Multan Bench, on
Monday. A few days ago,
Rana Abdul Manan,
along with his accom-
plices had allegedly tor-
tured Jatoi Assistant
Commissioner  Tariq
Mahmood. The police
concerned had registered
a case against the MPA
and his accomplices. The
Lahore High Court
Multan Bench rejected
the bail on Monday.
Meanwhile, the police
arrested  the MPA.
However, MPA’s sources
claimed that he had sur-
rendered to police to par-
ticipate in the investiga-
tion.

ANF seizes
two kg ice drugs

QUETTA (PPI): ANF
claims to have seized two
kg ice drug and 40 ecsta-
sy tablets from the pos-
session of two drug ped-
dlers in an operation con-
ducted on Monday near
University of Balochistan
at Sariab Road area of the
provincial capital. Acc-
ording to ANF, its team
seized two kg ice and 40
ecstasy tablets from the
possession of two drug
peddlers in an operation
conducted near Univ-
ersity of Balochistan. It
said that during interro-
gation, both the drug ped-
dlers confessed to selling
narcotics to the students
of the university of
Balochistan. FIR against
the drug peddlers was
lodged. Further investi-
gation was underway.

Seven profiteers
arested

SARGODHA  (INP):
Seven shopkeepers were
booked over profiteering
in various parts of the city
on Monday. According to
official sources, the price
control magistrates ins-
ected various areas, in-
cluding University Road,
Faisalabad Road,
Quenchi Mor and Chungi
No 9. They caught shop-
keepers, including
Asghar, Faisal, Javed,
Gulzar, Shaukat, Kamran
and Liaquat, for over-
charging and imposed
fine on them. The cases
were also registered
against them.

Anti-polio
drive reviewed

HYDERABAD (APP):
On the first day of the
polio eradication cam-
paign, Divisional Co-
mmissioner Hyderabad
Bilal Ahmed Memon vis-
ited ongoing polio cam-
paign activities in the dis-
trict. On this occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Hyderabad Zainul Ab-
edin Memon and other
related officials were also
with him. The Com-
missioner directed rele-
vant officials to be be
diligent during the anti-
polio campaign and make
every possible effort to
cover the refusal cases
because the only solution
to prevent the virus is to
administer two drops of
polio which helps to
boost immunity of chil-
dren up to the age of 5
years.

Talal vows to send
Gandapur to jail
over police clashes

FAISALABAD (INP):
PML-N Senator Talal Cha-
udhry on Monday vowed
legal action against Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur
for leading party supporters
who “attacked and pelted
stones” at Islamabad police
at last night’s rally.

Chungi No 26, on the
outskirts of the capital,
turned into a battleground
on Sunday night as police
clashed with PTI supporters
after the latter allegedly
refused to stick to the desig-
nated routes for the public
gathering in Sangjani. A dis-
pute with the district admin-
istration over the agreed
timeframe for the event also
caused consternation among
official circles.

Police claimed that PTI
supporters ignored the traf-
fic instructions and insisted
on using the route set for
the general public, which
caused tensions to rise
before PTI supporters start-
ed pelting police with
stones. In response, the
police party retaliated and
resorted to baton charge
and tear gas shelling.
Dozens of protesters were
also arrested and bundled
into prison vans, and were
later taken to different
police installations.

In a televised address on
Monday, Chaudhry said:
“Once again, the Islamabad
police was deliberately
attacked by the people who

had come to Islamabad
under the leadership of the
KP chief minister. “Not
only will those who
attacked and pelted stones
but also their mastermind
will be arrested and sent to
jail over this chaos,” he
asserted.

Chaudhry said: “No one
stopped them (PTI support-
ers). No policeman stood in
their way. There was no
obstruction  [yet] they
attacked the police on pur-
pose in a botched attempt to
hide their failed jalsa. “Not
only will the law take its
course but in the coming
days, I see his future from
being the KP chief minister
to going to the Adiala Jail,”
the PML-N senator said.

Ahead of the PTI event,
the Islamabad administra-
tion had taken extraordi-
nary security measures and
blocked all the entry points
of the city with containers.
Addressing Gandapur, the
PML-N lawmaker said it
was “not possible that you
threaten the institutions and
the parliament that we will
not let things run”.

“We have vowed that we
will not let political incite-
ment continue. No matter
how much legislation we
have to do to achieve this or
give strict punishments, we
will do so,” Chaudhry
affirmed. He went on to say
that even if the PTI held
scores of rallies or initiated
a movement over May 9

cases or the £190m graft
case against incarcerated
party founder Imran Khan,
it would “not get an NRO”.

The senator censured the
PTI leaders at Sunday’s
rally for only speaking
about Imran rather than the
issues affecting the com-
mon citizens, such as inflat-

ed power bills, rising food | i

costs and the economy.
Hinting at difficulties for
the PTI in obtaining per-
mission for future rallies,
Chaudhry said that the
party’s violation of the
agreement with the
Islamabad administration
for the rally would be con-
sidered when reviewing
future requests.

Accusing the PTI-run
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment of corruption, the
Chaudhry demanded that
the party “return the mo-
ney embezzled” under the
Peshawar metro, Billion
Tree Tsunami, and road
construction projects. “It is
not possible that the mo-
ney that should have been
spent on the people of KP
is used to organise rallies
and descent upon Islam-
abad,” he said. During his
address, the PML-N leader
went as far as terming
Imran an “Israeli agent”,
basing his allegation on a
recent blog in Times of
Israel that itself termed
Imran’s potential role in
shaping  Pakistan-Israel
relations as “speculative”.
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Appointment of Okara
Varsity acting VC challenged

OKARA (INP): The appo-
intment of acting vice-
chancellor of University of
Okara Dr Javed Akhtar has
been challenged in Lahore
High Court (LHC) on
Monday.

The court, however,
rejected the plea to imme-
diately stop Dr Javed
Akhtar from working as
University of Okara vice-
chancellor. During pro-

ceedings on Monday,
Justice Abid Aziz Sheikh
directed petitioner
Assistant  Professor Dr

Hamid Mukhtar to amend
his petition as it was not
maintainable.

Malik Awais Khalid
Advocate appeared in court
on behalf of University of
Okara. The petitioner’s
lawyer argued before the
court that in presence of

pro vice-chancellor an act-
ing vice-chancellor cannot
be appointed.

University of Okara’s
Legal Adviser Malik Awais
Malik objected to the
maintainability of the peti-
tion, saying petitioner Dr
Hamid Mukhtar was not a
victim party. He also main-
tained that the petition has
also not made Punjab gov-
ernment a respondent.

DC for beautification
of Bahawalpur

BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Zaheer Anwar chaired a
meeting in his office to
review measures taken for
beautification and cleanli-
ness of the city.

The Deputy
Commissioner stated that
all tehsils should play an
active role in cleanliness,
large-scale afforestation,
and the beautification and
decoration of the city. He
said that the Parks and
Horticulture Authority
should work effectively to
make the city green and
carry out the pruning and
watering of plants along the
greenbelts and roads.

He directed that the
attendance of the field staff
be ensured, and the officers
of the relevant departments
should ensure effective
monitoring of cleanliness
and decoration matters. The
meeting was attended by
Director General Parks and

Horticulture Authority
Rubina Igbal Abbasi, Chief
Officer District Council
Nasrullah Malik, Chief
Officer Municipal
Corporation Mian Azhar
Javed, Director  Arts
Council  Mian  Ateeq
Ahmed, and other relevant
officers.

Meanwhile, a meeting
was held under the chair-
manship of  Deputy
Commissioner Zaheer
Anwar Jappa in his office
to review cleanliness and
sanitation, the availability
of machinery for cleaning
tasks, and the collection of
sanitation fees at the union
council level under the
Clean Punjab Programme.

Assistant Commissioner
General Akhtar Malik,
Chief Officers of the dis-
trict council of the division,
officers from the Municipal
Corporation, and officers
from municipal commit-
tees, and the Local

Government Department
were present. The Chief
Officers briefed the meet-
ing on the activities of the
Clean Punjab Programme
under their respective insti-
tutions, the collection of
sanitation fees, and the
availability of machinery.

They provided informa-
tion about the machinery
and human resources avail-
able to carry out cleaning
and drainage work under
the Clean Punjab
Programme. The Deputy
Commissioner stated that
efforts should be made to
improve sanitation arrange-
ments in urban and rural
areas under the Clean
Punjab Programme and to
ensure the collection of
sanitation fees. On this
occasion, relevant officials
presented suggestions for
enhancing the cleanliness
and drainage work under
the Clean Punjab
Programme.

Absconder
held with

illegal arms
F.P. Report

TANK: The Tank police
have arrested an absconder
recovering illegal arms and
drugs from him in the lim-
its of Malazai police station
on Monday.

According to police
spokesman, the district
police, following the strict
instructions of District
Police  Officer Aslam
Nawaz Khan, was making
all out efforts to eradicate
all crimes from the city. As
part of such efforts, a team
of Malazai police led by
SDPO Rural Shahjahan
Afridi along with SHO
Raffi Ullah Khan conduct-
ed search and strike opera-
tion in different areas.

During the operation,
the police arrested abscon-
der Israr son of Sher
Muhammad, who was
wanted to police in multi-
ple cases. The police also
recovered a Kalashnikov
along with 10 cartridges
and 325 grams of Ice drug
from him.

Serving public,
a moral

responsibility
F.P. Report

TOBA TEK  SINGH:
Former independent candi-
date Provincial Assembly
PP-123 Kamalia, Choudhry
Khushi Jutt said that it is my
moral duty to serve the peo-
ple because I am the peo-
ple's representative and their
servant. | find peace in my
heart by serving people, on
Monday.

He further said that there
are numerous problems of
the people in the constituen-
cy which are increasing day
by day instead of decreas-
ing. Our effort is to solve
the problems of the people
immediately so that the peo-
ple do not get into more
problems. Khushi Jutt said
that many youth of our con-
stituency are unemployed
who are deprived of govern-
ment jobs despite being
educated.

The government should
give relief to the people by
reducing the inflation and
give jobs to the educated
youth to end unemploy-
ment. He said that the gov-
ernment should settle the
sports grounds so that the
young generation can par-
ticipate in sports. Be able to
stay busy and stay away
from harmful diseases like
drugs. In the end, he said
that the doors of my house
are always open for the peo-
ple of my constituency.

Khatam-e-Nabuwat
seminar held in Dir

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Khatam-e-
Nabuwat Academy Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa director
Mufti Muhsin Mahmood
Mubarakzai has said the
protection of the belief in
the finality of Prophethood
is must for the Muslim
Ummabh as it is part of their
belief. Addressing a work-
shop as a chief guest at a
local seminary in Hajiabad
here on Monday, he said
that the Pakistani nation
had made sacrifices for this
sacred mission.

The workshop was held
in the spacious hall of the
Islamic International
School and  College
Hajiabad. The workshop
was attended by seminary
students on a multimedia
projector according to the
modern requirements of the
time. Mufti Muhsin empha-
sized that they should learn

the belief of the finality of
Prophethood and convey it
to every Muslim.

He made it clear that
bringing the message of the
finality of Prophethood to
every home and inviting the
people to learn it is their
first goal to be achieved
and the day was not far that
the slogan of the finality of
Prophethood would rise on
the tongues of the people of
Pakistan.

Mufti Mohsin Mahmood
Mubarakzai, a renowned
Islamic scholar said that the
decision of Chief Justice of
Pakistan Justice Qazi Faez
Issa is welcome as he has
won the hearts of the
Pakistani nation by with-
drawing his decision in the
Mubarak Sani case, after
which there is a row of
mourning in the Ahmadis
ranks. The principal of the
Islamic International
College, Qazi Ayaz,

thanked the guests.

Citizen complaint:
Maulana Masihullah, a res-
ident of Samar Bagh, has
complained that his appeal
for financial assistance
from the Pakistan Baitul-
Mal cannot be processed as
the Managing Director post
is lying vacant.

Talking to local reporters
here on Monday he said
that he submitted an appli-
cation for financial assis-
tance in the PBM office in
Islamabad two months ago
but he was yet to get the
assistance as the MD was
not available. “I visited the
office several times during
this period, but MD was not
available”, he said, adding
that hundreds of aspirants
like him, were facing diffi-
culty due to unavailability
of the PBM MD. He
demanded the government
to appoint the MD as soon
as possible.

Two outlaws held,
stolen 1tems recovered

F.P. Report

D I KHAN: Dera police
have arrested two outlaws
recovering stolen items and
drugs from their possession
here in the limits of Paroa
police station on Monday.

According to police
spokesman, a team of Paroa
police station led by SDPO
Paroa Circle Noor Haider
Khan along with SHO
Gulsher Khan arrested
accused Muzammil son of
Ghulam Rasool, who was
wanted to police in a theft
case.

The police also recov-
ered a stolen Bicycle and an
electric battery from the

arrested accused. In another
action, the same police
arrested a drug dealer
named Muhammad Imran
son of Allah Ditta recover-
ing 385 grams Ice drug
from him. The police regis-
tered a case against the
arrested drug dealer and
started further investiga-
tion.

Meanwhile, the district
traffic police on Monday
fined several drivers for
taking extra fares from pas-
sengers, overloading and
use of LPG cylinders in
public  vehicles. DSP
Traffic Syed Sagheer Abbas
Gilani along with Incharge
Traffic Asif Lashari, taking

action on public com-
plaints, inspected several
drivers on different routes.

During the inspection,
the police imposed fines
on many drivers for using
illegally installed
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) Cylinders in pas-
senger vehicles, overload-
ing and collecting extra
fares. The DSP said the
inspection of passenger
vehicles on the roads
would be enhanced to
facilitate the common peo-
ple. He warned the trans-
porters to avoid overload-
ing and overcharging oth-
erwise strict action would
be taken against them.

Cholera-like disease outbreak
in Mirpurkhas Village

MIRPURKHAS (APP): The
Deputy Commissioner of
Mirpurkhas, Dr. Rashid
Masood Khan has taken
immediate action in response
to the reported increase in
cholera-like disease cases in
the village of Haji Sakhi shar
located in UC Ghiror Sharif,
Taluka Sindhri, on Monday.
According to the DC, on
his instructions, the Assistant
Commissioner of Sindhri,
Abdul Ghafar Lakhir and the
District Health Officer, Dr.
Jairamdas, promptly sent a
medical team from the

Health Department to the
affected village. The medical
team set up an emergency
camp in Sakhi shar village
where they treated a total of
137 patients including 77
men and 60 women.
Additionally, 40 children
under the age of 5 were treat-
ed for diarrhea and 70 chil-
dren above 5 years of age al-
so received treatment for the
same condition. The team al-
so treated 6 skin patients and
35 suspected malaria patients,
and immunized 32 children.
The medical team has col-

lected water samples from
the village which will now be
sent to a laboratory in Kara-
chi for testing. Meanwhile,
the Assistant Commissioner
of Sindhri, Abdul Ghaffar
Lakhir is taking necessary
steps to ensure the immediate
drainage of accumulated
rainwater in the area. The DC
has emphasized the impor-
tance of this prompt response
to address the concerning
health situation in the village
and prevent the further
spread of the cholera-like dis-
ease.

Jirga to approach court against AWKUM land sale
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F.P. Report

MARDAN: Loya Jirga Mardan
decided to go to court against the
syndicate meeting of Abdul Wali
Khan University, on September
12 regarding the government's
decision to sell university land
and announced to set up a
protest camp in College Chowk
from tomorrow. Also create

The Loya Jirga meeting was
held in Mardan Press Club under
the chairmanship of ANP
President Imran  Mandori,
Mayor Mardan Himayatullah
Mayar took special part in the
meeting, Mardan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
President Zahir Shah, Saeed
Akhtar Advocate of Jamaat-e-
Islami, Syed Inayat Bacha of
Muslim League, People's Party
Aslam Khattak, Mufti Abdul
Wakil of JUP, District Bar
President ~ Noor  Badshah
Advocate , Ashraf Hoti
Advocate of Pakhtun Khamli
Awami Party, Mushtaq Seemab,
Ghulam Sarwar Saraf, Faqir
Muhammad Saraf, Ghulam
Habib of Youth Parliament,
Akbar Ali  Kashmiri  of
Contractors Association and
Mardan Press Club President M.
Bashir Adil and others partici-
pated in the meeting.

The ministerial committee of

the government strongly con-
demned the decision to sell the
lands of the universities and
Bacha Khan Medical College.
The Jirga unanimously decided
that an injunction will be taken
from the court against the
Syndicate meeting while a
protest camp will be set up in
College Chowk by students,
politicians and civil society from
across the district from today
(Tuesday). In the Jirga meeting,
it was decided to hold a protest
in front of the office of
Commissioner Mardan Division
on September 16 and various
committees were formed for the
protest movement.

Addressing the meeting, the
speakers said that the govern-
ment's decision is like playing
with the future of the children of
Mardan. The people are not
ready to accept the government's
decision in any case, the govern-
ment should make it possible to
make payments to the victims of
the lands immediately and com-
plete the constructions in the
universities according to the
master plan. The leaders of the
Loya Jirga said that all the polit-
ical parties are on the same page
for the rights of Mardan and will
fight for the rights of Mardan
unanimously, overcoming politi-
cal differences. A meeting of all

the chairmen and education
councils will also be called.

WSSCM lauded traders
role in development: Chairman
Water and Sanitation Services
Company Mardan (WSSCM)
Board of Directors (BoD)
Engineer Adil Nawaz, stated that
the business community is the
backbone of the national econo-
my. He emphasized that the
company will collaborate with
the business community to keep
Mardan city clean and beautiful.

He expressed these remarks
during his visit to the Mardan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI). the Mardan
Chamber, of Commerce and
Industry President Zahir Shah,
welcomed him and provided a
detailed briefing on the cham-
ber’s activities. During the meet-
ing, it was decided that the com-
pany and the chamber would
sign an agreement to strengthen
their relationship.

MCCI President Zahir Shah
stated that "Mardan is our home,
and its development and pros-
perity are our responsibility." He
praised the efforts of WSSCM
and assured that the chamber
would fully support the compa-
ny.Chairman  Adil Nawaz
assured full cooperation and
stated that the problems faced by
the business community would

be resolved as soon as possible.
He stated that the company is
striving to provide the best serv-
ices within its limited resources.

Ph. D thesis defended:
Qurtuba University is proud to
announce that Dr. Ali Khan has
successfully  defended  his
research thesis, earning his PhD
in Political Science. His ground-
breaking research, titled "The
Role of Social Media and

Political Polarization in
Pakistan," offers valuable
insights into the complex

dynamics between digital plat-
forms and political discourse in
the country.

Dr. Khan's research was
supervised by Dr. Aziz Ur
Rahman, who guided him
throughout the rigorous academ-
ic journey. The final examina-
tion of his thesis was conducted
by Professor Dr. Usman Askari,
the esteemed Chairman of the
Department of Political Science
and International Relations at
the University of Punjab.

Commissioner stresses on
coordination: Commissioner
Mardan Javed Marwat has
emphasized the need for imple-
mentation of a coordinated
action plan by academia, anti-
narcotics agencies and law
enforcers to control the growing
trend of drugs in the society. He

also directed to conduct an
effective awareness campaign in
this regard.

He was addressing the meet-
ing of the ANF Committee
regarding the prevention of
drugs and narcotics in the con-
ference room of the commis-
sioner's office here today.
Besides Regional Police Officer
Najib -ur -Rahman, Deputy
Commissioner Swabi Nasrallah
and Secretary to Commissioner
Madam Sara Tawab, the meeting
was also attended by Regional
Director Excise, Anti-Narcotics
Force, officers of Social Welfare

Department, Assistant
Commissioner Takhtbai Junaid
Khalid, Director of

Administration of Abdul Wali
Khan University Dr. Idrees.

The registrar Engineering
University and other concerned
officials. The meeting reviewed
the data regarding the use of nar-
cotic substances in Mardan
Division and especially educa-
tional institutions and steps so
for taken for it's prevention. The
meeting was told that awareness
sessions are being conducted in
the light of the committee's
instructions, while the activities
taking place in and around the
institutions are being monitored
along with the staff of the insti-
tutions. RPO Mardan informed

the forum about anti-narcotics
measures in the division. He said
that the police is taking vigorous
action against drug dealers.

Commissioner described the
role of Excise and Social
Welfare Department as impor-
tant in this regard and directed
that both departments should
play an active role in this regard.
He said that the youth are the
valuable capital of the nation
and their involvement in nega-
tive activities creates social
problems, so all institutions and
academia must work together to
clean these institutions from
negative activities. Meanwhile,
a meeting of the Divisional
Intelligence Committee was
held under the chairmanship of
Commissioner Mardan in which
RPO, DC Swabi Nasrullah,
DPO, officers of CTD and secu-
rity agencies participated.

The security situation at the
division level was reviewed in
detail and necessary decisions
were taken in this regard. He
said that all necessary measures
will be taken to protect the life
and property of the people, but
the people have to fully support
the institutions in this regard so
that far-reaching results of the
measures taken for the security
of the country and the protection
of the people can be seen.
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Gaza enters its
2nd school year
without schooling

KHAN YOUNIS (AP): This week, when
they would normally be going back to
school, the Qudeh family's children stum-
bled with armfuls of rubble they collected
from a destroyed building to sell for use in
building graves in the cemetery that is now
their home in southern Gaza.

"Anyone our age in other countries is
studying and learning," said 14-year-old
Ezz el-Din Qudeh, after he and his three
siblings - the youngest a 4-year-old - hauled
aload of concrete chunks. "We're not. We're
working at something beyond our capaci-
ties. We are forced to in order to get a liv-
ing." As Gaza enters its second school year
without schooling, most of its children are
caught up helping their families in the daily
struggle to survive amid Israel's devastating

campaign.

Children trod barefoot on the dirt roads
to carry water in plastic jerricans from dis-
tribution points to their families living in
tent cities teeming with Palestinians driven
from their homes. Others wait at charity
kitchens with containers to bring back food.
Humanitarian workers say the extended
deprivation of education threatens long-
term damage to Gaza's children. Younger
children suffer in their cognitive, social and
emotional development, and older children
are at greater risk of being pulled into work
or early marriage, said Tess Ingram, region-
al spokesperson for UNICEF, the United
Nations agency for children. "The longer a
child is out of school, the more they are at
risk of dropping out permanently and not

returning,” she said.

Gaza's 625,000 school-age children
already missed out on almost an entire year
of education. Schools shut down after Israel
launched its assault on the territory in retal-
iation for Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern
Israel. With languishing negotiations to halt
fighting in the Israel-Hamas war, it's not
known when they can return to classes.
More than 90% of Gaza's school buildings
have been damaged by Israeli bombard-
ment, many of them run by UNWRA, the
U.N. agency for Palestinians, according to
the Global Education Cluster, a grouping of
aid organizations led by UNICEF and Save
the Children. About 85% are so wrecked
they need major reconstruction - meaning it
could take years before they are usable
again. Gaza's universities are also in ruins.
Israel contends that Hamas militants oper-
ate out of schools. Some 1.9 million of
Gaza's 2.3 million people have been driven
from their homes. They have crowded into
the sprawling tent camps that lack water or
sanitation systems, or U.N. and government

schools now serving as shelters. Kids have
little choice but to help families

Mo'men Qudeh said that before the war,
his kids enjoyed school. "They were out-
standing students. We raised them well," he
said. Now he, his four sons and his daugh-

ter live in a tent in a cemetery in Khan

Younis after they had to flee their home in
the eastern neighborhoods of the city. The
kids get scared sleeping next to the graves
of the dead, he said, but they have no alter-
native. The continual flow of victims from
airstrikes and shelling into the cemetery and
the plentiful supply of destroyed buildings
are their source for a tiny income.

Every day at 7 a.m., Qudeh and his chil-
dren start picking through rubble. On a
recent day of work, the young kids stum-

bled off the pile of wreckage with what they

found. Qudeh's 4-year-old son balanced a
chunk of concrete under his arm, his blonde
curly hair covered in dust. Outside their
tent, they crouched on the ground and
pounded the concrete into powder.

On a good day, after hours of work, they
make about 15 shekels ($4) selling the pow-
der for use in constructing new graves.
Qudeh, who was injured in Israel's 2014
war with Hamas, said he can't do the heavy
work alone. "I cry for them when I see them
with torn hands,” he said. At night, the
exhausted children can't sleep because of
their aches and pain, he said. "They lie on
their mattress like dead people," he said.

Children are eager for a lost education
Aid groups have worked to set up educa-

tional alternatives - though the results have

into Gaza.

friends and

spokesperson
Education has long been a high priority
among Palestinians.

been limited as they wrestle with the flood
of other needs. UNICEF and other aid
agencies are running 175 temporary learn-
ing centers, most set up since late May, that
have served some 30,000 students, with
about 1,200 volunteer teachers, Ingram
said. They provide classes in literacy and
numeracy as well as mental health and
emotional development activities. But she
said they struggle to get supplies like pens,
paper and books because they are not con-
sidered lifesaving priorities as aid groups
struggle to get enough food and medicine

In August, UNRWA began a "back to
learning" program in 45 of its schools-
turned-shelters that provide children activi-
ties like games, drama, arts, music and
sports. The aim is to "give them some
respite, a chance to reconnect with their

to simply be children,"
Juliette Touma  said.

Typhoon triggers
Vietnam, killing 14

HAI PONG (AFP): Super
Typhoon Yagi ripped roofs
off buildings, sank boats and
triggered landslides in
Vietnam, leaving 14 people
dead, before being down-
graded into a tropical
depression as it continues to
weaken.

Yagi, which has devastat-
ed infrastructure and uproot-
ed trees, made landfall in
northern Vietnam, packing
winds exceeding 149km/h
(93 mph), before being
downgraded into a tropical
depression. Meteorological
authorities described Yagi as
"one of the most powerful
typhoons in the region" over
the past decade.

A family of four was
killed in a landslide in the
mountainous Hoa Binh
province  of  northern
Vietnam, according to state
media. The landslide hap-
pened around midnight,
after several hours of heavy

rain brought by Yagi, when a
hillside gave way and col-
lapsed onto a house,
VnExpress said, citing
Vietnamese authorities. The
home's 51-year-old owner
escaped but his wife, daugh-
ter and two grandchildren
were buried, their bodies
recovered soon after. At
least 10 others have been
killed in storm-related inci-
dents, some crushed by
falling trees or drifting
boats, the defence ministry's
disaster management
agency said.

Several areas of the port
city of Hai Phong were under
half a metre (1.6 feet) of
floodwaters, and electricity
was out, with power lines
and electric poles damaged,
according to AFP news
agency. At Ha Long Bay, a
UNESCO World Heritage
Site about 70km (43 miles)
up the coast from the city,
fishermen were in shock as

they examined the damage.
According to the Reuters
news agency, a dozen people
were missing at sea near Ha
Long, with rescue operations
expected to start when condi-
tions allow. The report could
not be immediately verified.

At least 23 boats were
also seriously damaged or
sunk at the Hai Au boat
lock on Tuan Chau Island,
according to residents.
Rooftops of buildings were
blown off and motorbikes
were left toppled over in
piles of building rubble and
glass, AFP reported. Before
hitting Vietnam, Yagi tore
through southern China and
the Philippines, killing at
least 24 people and injuring
dozens others. Mounting
evidence  shows  that
increasingly warmer
oceans are fuelling more
powerful tropical storms
than before, according to
climate scientists.

North Korean leader for
boosting naval power

SEOUL (Reuters): North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
underscored the importance
of strengthening naval
power as he toured a naval
base construction site, state
media KCNA reported.

"Now that we are soon to
possess large surface war-
ships and submarines which
cannot be anchored by the
existing facilities for moor-
ing warships, the construc-
tion of a naval base for run-
ning the latest large war-
ships has become a pressing
task," Kim was quoted say-
ing. During the tour, Kim
stressed the need to build a
naval port capable of oper-
ating weapons systems of
the warships and revealed
military measures to deploy
anti-aircraft and coastal-
defence systems for defend-
ing the port, according to
the report.

Kim cited geopolitical
advantages of the site for
the country, bordered by the
sea on both the east and
west sides. The location of
the site was not specified in
the report. A recent satellite
imagery analysis by 38
North indicated that North
Korea's newest ballistic
missile class submarine
(SSB), the "Sinpo-C" class,
was undergoing an exten-

sive fitting-out period at the
Sinpo South Shipyard.

In a separate visit to a
shipyard, Kim ordered to
increase national invest-
ments in shipbuilding proj-
ects so that immediate tasks
and long-term plans for lay-
ing the foundation for the
development of the ship-
building industry are pushed
forward as scheduled.

KCNA also reported
Kim's visit to a defence
industrial enterprise, where
he stressed the need to make
munitions production more
scientific and modernised to
guarantee the performance
of newly-developed military
hardware, and an inspection
of an artillery academy.
Separately, North Korea
condemned a recent consul-
tation meeting and simula-
tion drill on extended deter-
rence conducted by the
United States and South
Korea, according to a state-
ment carried by KCNA. The
foreign ministry described
the activities as "reckless
moves of the hostile forces
disturbing the regional
strategic  stability and
increasing the possibility of
a nuclear clash".

"The DPRK will contin-
ue to take practical meas-
ures to cope with the long-

term nuclear confrontation
with the U.S.," the ministry
said, using North Korea's
official name. Meanwhile,
North Korea continued its
campaign of launching
trash balloons towards
South Korea for the fifth
consecutive  day, the
Yonhap news  agency
reported, citing the South's
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Xi, Putin send greetings
to North Korea's Kim

SEOUL (Reuters):
Chinese  President  Xi
Jinping and  Russian

President Vladimir Putin
sent greetings to North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
on the occasion of North
Korea's founding anniver-
sary, state media KCNA
said on Monday.

"I am sure that the com-
prehensive strategic part-
nership between Russia and
the DPRK will be strength-
ened in a planned way
thanks to our joint efforts,"
Putin said, according to
KCNA. DPRK is short for
the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, the
North's official name.

Xi called for deeper
strategic communication
and cooperation with North
Korea in his message,
KCNA said.

Ukraine
attacks oil
storage depot in
Russian border

KYIV (Reuters): The gov-
ernor of Russia's southern
Belgorod region
Ukrainian forces attacked a
fuel depot, triggering a
series of fires after Moscow
and Kyiv accused each

other of launching
overnight attacks on border
regions.

"The Ukrainian military,
aided by lethal drones,
attacked a fuel storage site
in Volokonovsky district,"
Vyacheslav Gladkov wrote

on Telegram, referring to f

an area near the border.
"Several reservoirs caught
fire in an explosion.
Firefighting crews are put-
ting out the blaze."

Gladkov also reported
drone attacks on three other
localities. There were no
casualties reported in the
incidents. In the overnight
air attacks, Ukrainian offi-
cials said two people died
and four were injured in
Sumy region. Gladkov
reported three civilians
were injured in Belgorod.
Two children were among
those injured in Sumy, the
military administration of
the northeastern Ukrainian
region said on Telegram.
Several homes and cars
were damaged.

In Belgorod region,
three civilians, including
two children, were injured.
Gladkov said two residen-
tial buildings were
destroyed and more than 15
buildings in total were
damaged. The Russian
defence ministry said it had
destroyed one drone over
Belgorod region and anoth-
er over Kursk region,
where Ukrainian forces
launched a cross-border
incursion last month. It said
two drones were intercept-
ed over Belgorod
overnight. Reuters could
not independently verify
the reports. Border regions
on both sides have been
subject to frequent attacks.
Both Moscow and Kyiv
deny targeting civilians,
saying the attacks are
aimed at destroying each
other's infrastructure criti-
cal to war efforts.
Thousands of civilians
have died in the war, which
Russia started with a full-
scale invasion on Ukraine
in February 2022. Millions
of Ukrainians have also
been displaced, while their
cities and villages have
become piles of rubble.

India records
first suspected
mpox case

NEW DELHI: India's
health ministry says it has
recorded a suspected case
of mpox found in a man
who recently travelled from
a country suffering an out-
break of the virus. The
young male patient has
been isolated in a hospital
and is in stable condition,
the ministry said in a state-
ment, adding that the
world's most populous
nation had "robust meas-
ures" in place.

"The case is being man-
aged in line with estab-
lished protocols, and con-
tact tracing is ongoing to
identify potential sources
and assess the impact with-
in the country," the health
ministry added. The min-
istry did not specify which
strain of the mpox virus the
patient might have, but
tests were being conducted
to confirm the infection.
The clade 1b variety of
mpox has triggered global
concern because it seems to
spread more easily through
routine close contact.

A case of the variant was
confirmed last week in
Sweden and linked to a
growing outbreak in Africa.
India has detected 30 cases
of an older strain, known as
clade 2, between 2022 and
March 2024. Formerly
called monkeypox, the
virus was discovered in
1958 in Denmark, in mon-
keys kept for research. It
was first detected in
humans in 1970. It is
caused by a virus transmit-
ted to humans by infected
animals, but can also be
passed from human to
human through close phys-
ical contact. Usually mild,
it is fatal in rare cases. It
causes flu-like symptoms
and pus-filled lesions on

the body.
Last year, the World
Health Organization

(WHO) changed the name
monkeypox to mpox, saying
the name of the disease
appeared to be "racist". Last
month, the global health
body declared the outbreak
a public health emergency
of international concern
after the new variant was
identified. — Aljazeera
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HK domestic helpers
welcome rare rape conviction

HONG KONG: A 36-year-old foreign
domestic worker in Hong Kong was
on her way to throw out the rubbish
when her Swedish employer arrived
home late one night in October 2022.
X, as she was known in court to pro-
tect her identity, said he appeared to
be drunk.

Soon he was demanding sex. She
said she tried to reason with him,
rejecting his advances. But he
dragged her into his bedroom and
raped her, despite her repeated calls to
stop. "He told me he also wanted my
daughter. He also said: Tl kill you, I'll
hit you," X recalled, speaking via an
interpreter at Hong Kong's High
Court in August.

"I was terrified and frozen with
fear," the domestic worker said,
stressing she had never consented to
having sexual relations with him.
Unlike other domestic workers in
similar situations, X decided to act.
She moved out of the family's flat the
next morning and went to the police
despite being the sole breadwinner for
her four children and knowing she
would lose her job and her home.
Nearly two years on, a jury last month
found X's employer guilty of one
count of rape and one count of bug-
gery without consent.

"I am grateful to God that I am
alive and to the Hong Kong govern-
ment that justice was served," X told
Al Jazeera shortly after the verdict. "I
am also very thankful to the social
workers and everyone who helped me
during this two-year-journey." X's
case is one of the few successful rape
prosecutions involving a foreign
domestic worker in Hong Kong, shed-
ding light on the challenges faced by
migrant women in securing justice.
Experts say many victims do not press
charges, but they hope X's win may
encourage other survivors to come

forward. "We can say this is a victory
not only for the victim but also for all
domestic workers in Hong Kong and
around the world," said Sarah Pun,
vice-chair of the Union of Nepalese
Domestic workers in Hong Kong.

She noted that X faced many chal-
lenges in pursuing justice, including
trauma, being apart from her family,
and not having an income. "We are
proud of the victim and her strength
for having pursued this case until the
end," she added. Dolores Balladares,
chairwoman of United Filipinos in
Hong Kong and spokeswoman for the
Asian Migrant Coordinating Body,
agreed: "It is a positive development
because justice is hard to get for
domestic workers. The burden of
proof is always on our shoulders."

Balladares notes it is particularly
difficult to report a rape case, "as
many people will blame the victim".
X's victory came about a month after
a domestic worker from the
Philippines - known in court proce-
dures as CB - lost a civil claim of 1.06
million Hong Kong dollars
($135,982) against her British
employer in the Chinese territory for
alleged sexual assaults. She has since
lodged an appeal. CB's employer, who
initially represented himself, had been
sentenced to 30 months in jail on two
counts of indecent assault in 2021. He
was later acquitted of all charges after
a retrial on procedural and technical
grounds, including issues related to
admission of evidence.

A spokeswoman for the Hong
Kong Police told Al Jazeera that from
January 2019 to June this year, the
force received 310 reports involving
employers of domestic workers, and
that 87 of those cases were related to
sexual abuse. According to the officer,
194 employers were arrested for vari-
ous offences following investigations,

but only 36 were prosecuted. Nine
were found guilty and sentenced to up
to six years in prison. The spokes-
woman did not disclose the number of
arrests or prosecutions specifically
related to rape and other forms of sex-
ual violence. Advocates said that
domestic workers from ethnic minori-
ty backgrounds, like X who is an
Indian national of Nepali origin, have
been particularly vulnerable to abuse.

There were 363,576 migrant
domestic workers in Hong Kong as of
the end of August. According to a
spokesman for the city's Immigration
Department, nearly 56 percent hailed
from the Philippines, followed by
about 42 percent from Indonesia. The
rest were from countries such as India
and Thailand. Manisha Wijesinghe,
executive director of Hong Kong
charity HELP for Domestic Workers,
said those in crisis usually turn first to
their peers. But for those from smaller
migrant communities, it can be hard
to find other workers from the same
country and even the NGOs may not
be able to provide them with an
immediate response due to language
barriers. "These women definitely
face more problems, but many don't
ever come to light," Wijesinghe said.
"They spend their time in Hong Kong
and eventually leave. They are rarely
able to reach out for support."”

She said that her organisation
receives on average one case of sexu-
al abuse or harassment every month.
Research conducted in 2019 by the
Progressive  Labour Union of
Domestic Workers in Hong Kong
showed migrant domestic workers
were at greater risk of exploitation
because their employment and living
arrangements - where their income,
food and accommodation depend on
their two-year work contract - create a
power imbalance. — Aljazeera

Spain to grant asylum to Venezuelan
opposition leader Edmundo

MADRID: Madrid says it

President Nicolas Maduro's

had won by a comfortable

says it has arrested some

would grant political asy-
lum to Venezuelan opposi-
tion leader Edmundo
Gonzalez, who has arrived
in Spain after a month in
hiding in the crisis-hit
South American country.
Gonzalez, accompanied by
his spouse, travelled on a
Spanish military aeroplane
which landed around 4pm
(14:00 GMT) at the
Torrejon air base near
Madrid, the Spanish for-
eign ministry said.

Spain's Foreign Minister
Jose Manuel Albares said
that Gonzalez had request-
ed political asylum in the
European country, and that
Spain would "obviously"
grant it to him.

Caracas said it had
agreed to his safe passage
to travel to  Spain.
Gonzalez, who disputed

July 28 re-election, left
Venezuela after ignoring
three successive summons
to appear before prosecu-
tors, arguing that attending
the hearing could have cost
him his freedom.

"After taking refuge vol-
untarily at the Spanish
embassy in Caracas a few
days ago, [Gonzalez] asked
the Spanish government for
political asylum,"
Venezuela's Vice President
Delcy Rodriguez said on
social media, adding that
Caracas had agreed to his
safe passage. Venezuela has
been in crisis since authori-
ties declared Maduro the
winner of the July 28 presi-
dential election but did not
release the detailed results.
The opposition cried foul,
claiming it had evidence
that 75-year-old Gonzalez

margin.

Meanwhile, Venezuela
revoked Brazil's authorisa-
tion to represent Argentinian
interests in the country,
including running the
embassy where six opposi-
tion figures are sheltering,
the Venezuelan government
said. The country broke
relations with Argentina
immediately after the elec-
tion. Brazil, like Colombia
and Mexico, has asked the
Venezuelan government to
publish the full results of the
vote. Gonzalez had been in
hiding for a month after
prosecutors issued an arrest
warrant for him over his
insistence that he was the
rightful winner.

At least 27 people have
been killed and 192 injured
in protests since the elec-
tion. Maduro's government

2,400 people. Prior to the
election, Gonzalez was a
little-known retired diplo-
mat. He became the last-
minute presidential candi-
date after main opposition
figure  Maria  Corina
Machado was banned from
running by state institutions
seen as loyal to Maduro.
After Venezuela's last elec-
tion, in 2018, Maduro was
proclaimed winner amid
widespread accusations of
fraud.

He has led the oil-rich
but cash-poor country since
2013. His tenure, which has
suffered from domestic
economic mismanagement
as well as international
sanctions, has seen GDP
drop 80 percent and more
than seven million of the
country's 30 million citi-
zens emigrate. — Aljazeera

Latvia, Romania say Russian
drones breached airspace

BUCHAREST: Latvia and
Romania, NATO members
who are allies of Ukraine,

have said that Russian
drones violated their air-
space. Romania said a

Russian drone entered its
airspace during nighttime
attacks across the Danube
River in neighbouring
Ukraine, while Latvia said
one crashed in the eastern
part of the country a day
earlier.

Romania's Ministry of
National Defence said that
Bucharest deployed F-16
fighter jets to monitor its
airspace and that a search
for the weapon's debris was
under way at a potential
crash site near the border.
There were no immediate
reports of casualties or
damage. Bucharest strongly
condemned the "renewed
violation" brought on by

Moscow's "illegal attacks".
Latvia's President Edgars
Rinkevics, meanwhile, said
a Russian military drone
had crashed in the eastern
part of its territory.

The Defence Ministry
said that the drone had
flown into the country's air-
space from Belarus and
crashed around Rezekne, a
town of about 25,000 people
some S55km (34 miles) west
of Russia and 75km (47
miles) from Belarus, a close
ally of the Kremlin. While
the incursion into Latvian
airspace appeared to be a
rare incident, Romania has
confirmed drone fragments
on its territory on several
occasions since Russia
began its full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February
2022. Romania shares a
650km (400 mile) border
with  Ukraine. Mircea

Geoana, NATO's outgoing
deputy  secretary-general
and Romania's former top
diplomat, said the military
alliance condemned
Russia's  violation  of
Romanian airspace. "While
we have no information
indicating an intentional
attack by Russia against
Allies, these acts are irre-
sponsible and potentially
dangerous," he wrote on the
social media platform X.
Russia has carried out
repeated nighttime attacks
on cities across Ukraine,
frequently targeting its
Danube River ports, which
are just a few hundred
metres from Romania.
Ukraine's  Minister  of
Foreign Affairs Andrii
Sybiha condemned the
breaches of Romanian and
Latvian airspace, calling
them "a stark reminder that

Russia's aggressive actions
extend beyond Ukraine".
He added on X that Ukraine
needed concrete action
from its allies.

"A brave collective deci-
sion to use partner air
defence to intercept Russian
missiles and drones over
Ukraine. Stronger and faster
military aid for Ukrainian
warriors. Lifting restrictions
on Ukraine's use of
weapons. Act now," he said.
Poland has also recorded at
least two cases of its air-
space being violated by
Russian missiles or drones
attacking Ukraine, most
recently in December.
Romanian lawmakers plan
to consider legislation at
their current session on
enabling Romania to shoot
down drones invading the
country's airspace in peace-
time. — Aljazeera
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US ramps up
‘national
security’

extortion racket

OLLOWING its earlier decision to stop export-
Fing state-of-the-art extreme ultraviolet lithogra-

phy systems to China, the Dutch government
announced on Friday it would expand those controls
to deep ultraviolet immersion lithography tools.

The idea is to serve Washington's purpose of curbing
Chinese chipmaking capabilities.

Netherlands-based ASML is the major manufacturer of
the world's most advanced chipmaking equipment. The
company has thus found itself a hostage in the United
States' geopolitical game. For its use of US-developed
technologies, ASML has been under mounting pressure
from Washington to facilitate its alleged strategic compe-
tition with China.

That the Dutch government has finally chosen to sur-
render a significant national economic interest to meet a
US demand is certainly another very bad precedent for
international trade. It undermines Chinese and Dutch
national interests as well as their normal economic and
trade ties, and will have greater negative impacts in the
years to come.

The Chinese Commerce Ministry was correct in stat-
ing that the move harms the "common interests of
Chinese and Dutch enterprises", which are obviously
multidimensional. To justify such anti-market behavior,
Washington has put its competition with China, so far
mostly in trade and technology, as driven by "national
security” concerns. So did the Dutch trade minister on
Friday. But this is just a fig leaf to conceal the US' real
intent. As ASML CEO Christophe Fouquet said, "To
make the case that this is about national security is getting
harder and harder". That is because the continuous US
push for more and more restrictions has, as he said,
become "economically motivated".

The Dutch government is in fact sacrificing tremen-
dous national economic interests — by confining an oth-
erwise thriving domestic business and its foothold in a
profitable market — to make sure the US benefits eco-
nomically. After all, ASML is in a global market where
there is no meaningful competition, and China remains its
largest market. Beijing is clear-eyed about the Dutch gov-
ernment's latest export controls being part of the US'
designs to bring the export rules of allied countries in line
with its own, for the sole benefit of itself.

In recent years, in order to maintain its global hege-
mony, the US has continued to "coerce certain countries
to tighten export control measures on semiconductors and
(related) equipment", the Chinese Ministry of Commerce
said. But the US' bid to form a "small yard with a high
fence" is only driving China to double down on develop-
ing its domestic capabilities. The hegemonic attempt to
hobble China's technological development will ultimate-
ly fail, but in the meantime, the US' cash register is ring-
ing as it extorts money from others.

Promoter of peace,
not prolonger
of conflict

PEAKING to the media in Oslo on Friday, NATO
SSecretary General Jens Stoltenberg once again

accused China of being a '"decisive enabler of
Russia's war against Ukraine"'.

This unwarranted allegation echoes sentiments expressed
by Western politicians attempting to falsely portray China as
a significant force behind the ongoing military conflict in
Eastern Europe. This is part and parcel of the United States'
efforts to obfuscate the true agent provocateur prolonging
the hostilities; which is the US itself.

It is essential to differentiate the robust trade relations
between China and Russia from the arms deals of the
Western countries, led by the US, which are sustaining and
upgrading Ukraine's combat capabilities with arterial sup-
plies of weaponry. China upholds friendly diplomatic ties
with both Ukraine and Russia and has made repeated efforts
to encourage them to talk to secure a negotiated end to the
bloodshed. That is in stark contrast to the active involve-
ment of the US and other NATO members that are support-
ing Ukraine in the prejudiced pursuit of an enervated
Russia.

The notion that China possesses the leverage to pressure
Russia into halting its military actions against Ukraine is not
only unfounded, it also wrongly characterizes Beijing as
acting in the same way Washington does. The Global
Security Initiative that China has put forward clearly shows
that rather than using a select group of countries as blasting
barrels in pursuit of selfish objectives, China seeks to pro-
mote common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable
security and acts in accordance with a security path that
calls for dialogue over confrontation, partnerships rather
than alliances, and win-win collaborations over zero-sum
confrontations. Its stance on the need for a cease-fire and
talks to achieve a political settlement to the Russia-Ukraine
conflict underscores its commitment to diplomacy and dia-
logue as the primary means to address international dis-
putes. It is not hard to find evidence of the US' murky
motives for prolonging the hostilities. Reports dating back
to 2023 suggest that the escalating tensions have resulted in
a surge in revenues for US defense contractors such as
Lockheed Martin and General Dynamics. The US Congress'
allocation of substantial funds to support Ukraine's ability to
fight has been channeled back into the US defense industry,
creating a lucrative opportunity for bolstering domestic
defense capabilities. The complex web of interests inter-
twined in the US' support for Ukraine in the conflict under-
scores the need for a nuanced understanding of the geopo-
litical dynamics at play. While Stoltenberg's warnings about
the repercussions of China's alleged involvement are note-
worthy, a comprehensive analysis must also scrutinize the
role of other stakeholders, including the US, in perpetuating
the conflict. It is imperative to move beyond the simplistic
"Ukraine and NATO good, Russia and China bad" narrative.
Only through a comprehensive understanding of the com-
plexities at hand can meaningful progress toward peace and
stability be achieved.

Fukh TooMs@gmal.com
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UK suspension of
Israel arms licenses
a meager step

Chris Doyle

accused of perpetrat-

ing genocide and the
crime of apartheid, a
decision to suspend arms
sales and military cooper-
ation would not be a
tough call for politicians.
Israel is the exception.

In a belated decision,
UK Foreign Secretary
David Lammy last week
announced the suspension
of 30 out of 350 arms
licenses to Israel. This
seems a meager step, total-
ly inadequate for the scale
of the atrocities being
inflicted on the Palestinians
in Gaza. The grounds are
laid out in the export licens-
ing criteria that the govern-
ment should “not issue
export licenses if there is a
clear risk that the items
might be used to commit or
facilitate serious violations
of international humanitari-
an law.”

Crucially, for the first
time, the British govern-
ment has publicly conceded
that there is a serious risk
Israel is violating interna-
tional law in its current mil-
itary operations in Gaza. It
comes nearly 11 months
later than any decent
human rights group, but
finally it has made such a
determination public.

A major drawback is that
all the UK parts for the F-
35 fighter program will be
excluded. Many see this as
a way just to mollify the
US. Human rights groups
are continuing to contest
the legality of this decision.

Yet, in the context of a
state, Israel, which is so
used to getting away with

IF any other state were

what it wants to do regard-
less of international law,
these arms sales suspen-
sions are not insignificant.
Could more follow?

One has to wonder why
more arms-exporting states
have not done likewise. So
far, Canada, Belgium and
Spain have restricted sales.
But nothing smacks of
complicity more than the
Biden administration’s
refusal to stem the deluge
of lethal weaponry it gives
to Israel. Declarations of
concern regarding Israeli
behavior look hollow while
this lethal pipeline contin-
ues. Meanwhile, Germany
supplies about 30 percent
of Israel’s arms imports but
it is also yet to act.

Amazingly, the new
Labour government in the
UK seemed embarrassed by
its own decision. Lammy
mentioned the deaths of
Palestinians as if they were
collateral damage. So nerv-
ous was he that he had to
state he had been a life-long
Zionist.

He was at pains to stress
“this is not a blanket ban or
an arms embargo.” The
defense secretary reassured
doubters that Israel
remained a “staunch ally”
of the UK, while not being
the least bit embarrassed
that a so-called ally is on
trial for genocide.

What is extraordinary is
that Israel’s conduct pro-
vided the foreign secretary
with so many justifications
for a full ban. He men-
tioned the conditions of
detention but not the use of

rape of Palestinian
detainees who are held
without trial. No mention
of torture. He did not cite
the willful destruction of
civilian infrastructure in
Gaza. He did not cite the
genocidal comments that
Israeli leaders routinely
make. Perhaps Lammy
knows that, if he were to
cite the full force of the evi-
dence of the scale of the
Israeli crimes and atroci-
ties, everyone would then
demand the full arms
embargo he failed to intro-
duce.

Also remember that
major legal bodies provide
maximum legal cover. The
International Court of
Justice in January found
plausible grounds that
Israel was committing
genocide in Gaza.

It has gotten far worse
since then. The same court
has also issued a historic
advisory opinion that deter-
mined the Israeli occupa-
tion was illegal, that all
Israeli settlements must be
evacuated and that repara-
tions must be paid to the
Palestinians. Meanwhile,
the International Criminal
Court’s prosecutor has
found enough grounds
against both Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant to
seek arrest warrants against
them.

Is it any wonder that
Israel and its backing cho-
rus of willing ciphers
attacked with glee, scenting
this weakness and nervous-

ness? Israel has learned that
the best form of defense is
offense. Netanyahu called
the decision ‘“shameful.”
Israeli officials do not both-
er trying to justify what
they are doing, but rather
just accuse Britain of aban-
doning Israel in its fight
against Iran and Hamas.

Foreign Office sources
have also confirmed,
including to the author, that
previous Foreign Secretary
David Cameron had been
given practically the same
legal advice earlier this
year and just sat on it. Back
in January, the former
prime minister had mum-
bled and stumbled in front
of a parliamentary commit-
tee as to whether he had
received advice on whether
international law had been
breached.

He stunningly stated: “I
can’t recall every single
piece of paper that is out in
front of me.” This is indica-
tive of the sheer compla-
cency and disinterest in
ending war crimes against
Palestinians that has so
contaminated British poli-
tics.

Will there be more
action? There should be.
This government has so far
refused to build on the
sanctions regime imposed
on just eight settlers and
two settler groups. It is lag-
ging behind both the US
and the EU on that front.

For the moment,
Palestinians and human
rights advocates will have
to content themselves with
these micro-victories. They
matter, but so much more is
needed.

Bridging the continental gap, from
railway to rice

Song Wei

FTER the founding
Aof the People's

Republic of China
in 1949, the nation quick-
ly forged strong political
relations with African
countries. The relation-
ships between China and
African countries were
built on the shared histor-
ical experience of fighting
against colonialism and
imperialism. This com-
mon struggle prompted
both China and Africa to
pursue political autono-
my and economic self-suf-
ficiency.

During the 1955
Bandung Conference in
Indonesia, then Chinese
premier Zhou Enlai held
detailed talks with African
leaders to understand the
needs and aspirations of the
African countries.

Equally important, the
conference's final commu-
nique endorsed the China-
proposed Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence.
These principles have since
become the cornerstone of
China-Africa relations.

By 1963, more than 30
African  countries had
gained independence from
the European colonial pow-
ers, with 12 of them estab-
lishing diplomatic relations
with New China. Zhou
Enlai led a Chinese delega-
tion on a groundbreaking
tour of 10 African coun-
tries, which began in late
1963 and ended early the
following year. The visits
helped build a new type of
China-Africa relationship.

During his visit to

Ghana, Zhou introduced
the "Eight Principles for
Economic Aid and
Technical Assistance to
Other Countries", laying
emphasis on respect for the
sovereignty of recipient
countries and the absence
of political conditions or
special rights. Despite its
relatively weak economic
position at the time, China
made serious efforts to help
the African countries,
exemplified by the con-
struction of the TAZARA
Railway, which links the
port of Dar es Salaam in
Tanzania with the town of
Kapiri Mposhi in Zambia.

On their part, many
African countries support-
ed Beijing's rightful repre-
sentation at the United
Nations and advocated for
the expulsion of Taiwan's
representatives from the
UN. In the 1980s, as
China's reform and open-
ing-up policy expanded and
its economic strength grew,
the focus of China-Africa
cooperation shifted toward
economic and social fields,
while the two sides contin-
ued to maintain close polit-
ical and strategic relations.
And by the 1990s, about 90
percent of African countries
had recognized and estab-
lished diplomatic relations
with the People's Republic
of China.

That led to China identi-
fying economic and trade
cooperation with Africa as
a strategic priority, leading
to significant growth in

trade and investment. In
1950, China-Africa trade
was worth just $12.14 mil-
lion. By 2008, two-way
trade had surpassed $100
billion. And from 2009 to
2024, China has remained
Africa's largest trading
partner, with their trade
volume reaching $282.1
billion in 2023.

The high level of com-
plementarity between China
and Africa in terms of
resources and industrial
structure has been a key fac-
tor driving the growth of
trade, which has contributed
to both sides' development.
As China's economic power
continues to grow and the
concept of a China-Africa
community of shared future
evolves, cooperation
between the two sides has
entered a new phase.

Leveraging the Belt and
Road Initiative, China is
now making substantial
investments in Africa's
infrastructure sector. It is
applying the principle of
"to get rich, first build
roads" to build major infra-
structure projects, includ-
ing highways, railways,
power stations and industri-
al parks. The Belt and Road
Initiative offers African
countries a compelling
alternative to Western aid,
as Chinese loans and
investments come without
any  political  strings
attached and focus on
large-scale infrastructure
projects.

Chinese-built industrial

parks, such as the Eastern
Industrial Zone in Ethiopia,
have created many jobs,
increased local tax rev-
enues, and even promoted
gender equality. To further
boost trade, China in 2021
announced zero tariffs on
98 percent of products from
Africa's  least-developed
countries.

With the circumstances
changing, the China-Africa
partnership is set to deepen,
transitioning from large-
scale projects to smaller,
more refined initiatives. By
focusing on projects that
cater to local needs, China
aims to provide practical
benefits for African com-
munities. And on Thursday
China has also proposed
1,000 "small and beautiful"
projects aimed at improv-
ing local African residents'
livelihoods, as well as
strengthen agri-cooperation
to benefit more local farm-
ers.

For example, amid the
global food security crisis
exacerbated by the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, China has
used its expertise in agri-
culture to help African
countries increase their rice
and millet production, and
established farms tailored
to local conditions.

Moreover China's super
rice variety has been suc-
cessfully introduced in
more than 20 African coun-
tries, significantly enhanc-
ing food security. This
evolving partnership prom-
ises to enrich and expand
the shared future of China
and Africa.

World leaders
are taking Harris
seriously. Trump

should too

Raghida Dergham

HE contours of the

I US  presidential

election in
November will become
clearer after the televised
debate between
Democratic nominee
Kamala Harris and
Republican candidate
Donald Trump on
Tuesday night.

How the media and the
public perceive the out-
come of the debate will
depend largely on the
“performance” of both
candidates. This is espe-
cially the case after
President Joe Biden’s poor
showing in his debate
against Mr Trump in June
forced the then
Democratic Party’s pre-
sumptive nominee to step
aside for Ms Harris.

Policy pronouncements
are important, of course,
especially if the candi-
dates present new propos-
als to address domestic
issues and foreign policy
challenges. However,
what American viewers
will be most focused on is

scriptions to resolve them
— are likely to help some
voters make up their mind
on whom to vote for in
November.

Mr Trump has hinted at
new proposals to end the
war in Ukraine, but he will
probably address the issue
with caution to avoid
appearing pro-Russia.
While many Americans
question the US-led sup-
port for Kyiv, there is also
widespread and deep-root-
ed suspicion of Moscow’s
strategic aims.

Ms Harris will conceiv-
ably boast of the Biden-
Harris  administration’s
success in strengthening
Nato in its bid to counter
Russia. She is also likely
to accuse Mr Trump of
being friendly with strong-
men around the world.

Mr Trump will repeat
his claim that if he had
been in power, neither the
Ukraine war nor the Gaza
conflict would have erupt-
ed. He will present himself
as the candidate with a
roadmap to end the

Ms Harris, who has plenty of experi-
ence as a prosecutor, has been
coached by Karen Dunn, who previ-
ously advised Hillary Clinton.
Reports indicate that Ms Harris has
spent five days strategising with her
advisers and preparing key points.
Mr Trump, on the other hand, may
not follow the traditional debate
preparation process, but his advisers
are urging him to avoid personal
attacks on Ms Harris and focus,
instead, on highlighting her weak-
nesses. As has been the case in the
past, foreign policy is unlikely to
dominate the debate. With the
exception of the wars in Gaza and
Ukraine, most issues pertaining to
foreign policy are unlikely to draw
widespread attention.

performance.

Ms Harris’s perform-
ance will be scrutinised as
she is new to the presiden-
tial debate stage, while Mr
Trump will probably
attempt to undermine her
at every opportunity, por-
traying her as unfit for
leadership. Conversely,
Mr Trump’s performance
may veer into dangerous
territory, potentially
exposing him to accusa-
tions of racism, arrogance
and condescension — both
towards Ms Harris and, by
extension, women.

Both candidates have
reportedly prepared exten-
sively for the debate.

Ms Harris, who has
plenty of experience as a
prosecutor, has been
coached by Karen Dunn,
who previously advised
Hillary Clinton. Reports
indicate that Ms Harris has
spent five days strategis-
ing with her advisers and
preparing key points. Mr
Trump, on the other hand,
may not follow the tradi-
tional debate preparation
process, but his advisers
are urging him to avoid
personal attacks on Ms
Harris and focus, instead,
on highlighting her weak-
nesses.

As has been the case in
the past, foreign policy is
unlikely to dominate the
debate.

With the exception of
the wars in Gaza and
Ukraine, most issues per-
taining to foreign policy
are unlikely to draw wide-
spread attention. Iraq, for
example, no longer occu-
pies the spotlight in presi-
dential campaigns as it
once did. Libya, another
country that continues to
wrestle with internal prob-
lems as an outcome of
western-led intervention,
is also for the most part
forgotten.

The US’s reputation of
abandoning its allies is a
sore point with many gov-
ernments  around  the
world. But most American
voters may not remember,
or even know about,
Washington’s myriad mis-
takes on the global stage
and impact they continue
to have today.

This is  primarily
because large sections of
American society care lit-
tle about these misadven-
tures. Some of this is
reflected in the biased and
self-serving coverage of
these issues in many of the
mainstream US media out-
lets.

Of course, the ongoing
wars — and the respective
candidates’ policy pre-

Ukraine conflict, probably
proposing a deal to pre-
vent Kyiv’s Nato member-
ship and balance its terri-
torial integrity with the
identity of those areas that
Moscow  insists must
remain under its control.

On the issue of Israel
and its war on Gaza, both
candidates will probably
attempt to woo the Jewish-
American vote. They will
look to prove their loyalty
towards Israel by pledging
to continue providing mil-
itary and financial support
to it while condemning
Hamas for its actions on
October 7.

Ms Harris may reaffirm
her = commitment  to
Palestinian self-determi-
nation and dignity while
acknowledging the war’s
heavy toll on Palestinian
civilians. Mr Trump, on
the other hand, will proba-
bly focus on empowering
Israel to “finish the job”
and eliminate Hamas, as it
sees fit. He is unlikely to
commit to a two-state
solution, and while Ms
Harris may avoid whole-
heartedly endorsing it, she
will reaffirm her commit-
ment to the principle if
asked.

America, in real terms,
seems to be abandoning
the two-state solution.
Washington no longer
challenges Mr Netanyahu
on the issue, despite his
government’s rejection of
a Palestinian state along-
side Israel.

Leaders around the
world will watch the
debate with the expecta-
tion that, eventually, Ms
Harris will win the presi-
dency. The Vice President
has attempted to position
herself as more adaptable
and agile than Mr Trump,
who is nearly 18 years her
senior. In the process, she
has captured global atten-
tion, particularly with
some of the initial enthusi-
asm for Mr Trump having
waned.

If we were to examine
Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s tone
when he recently said that
he supports Ms Harris for
president, we would be
able to see that he was
only half-joking. There is
little doubt that govern-
ments in countries such as
Russia and China have
begun planning for a pos-
sible Harris administra-
tion.

The greatest gift Mr
Trump could give Ms
Harris during the debate,
therefore, would be to
underestimate her as a
serious candidate.
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Dire warnings of regional war
... but is anybody listening?

nists succeed in
grudgingly inching
toward a ceasefire,
despite most of Israeli

IF the Gaza protago-

Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s
conflict objectives

remaining unmet, the
question then would be:
what next?

Following weeks of
intensified  skirmishes
across Lebanon’s south-
ern border, Hassan
Nasrallah’s speech in late
August anticipated this
question.

In language wholly
disconnected from reality
and signaling his desper-
ation to avoid provoking
widened conflict, the
Hezbollah leader
declared that Lebanon

could now “take a breath
and relax.”
Several observers

noted that, while Tehran
was willing to stand by
and allow a major degra-
dation of Hamas’ military
capabilities, it did not
want to see a comparable
defenestration of
Hezbollah, or other para-
militaries in Syria and
Iraq.

This meant  that
Hezbollah and Iran had
to stomach assassinations
of their senior military
echelons, including the
humiliation of Hamas
leader Ismael Haniyeh
being killed in Tehran
itself, with only token
gestures of retaliation.
Iran’s massive April
fusillade against Israel
was remarkable only for
more than 300 missiles

failing to reach their tar-
gets.
An unprecedentedly

direct exchange of fire
with Israel may have
accelerated Tehran’s
drive toward acquiring
nuclear weapons, some-
thing that Netanyahu has
always been unequivocal

about  intending to
forcibly prevent.
Extremist Israeli

Cabinet hawks are goad-
ing Netanyahu into coun-
tenancing radical moves
to save his own political

skin, including exploit-
ing the conflict’s
momentum to decisively
cut Tehran and its para-
military allies down to
size.

National Security
Minister [tamar Ben-Gvir
called for a “decisive war
against Hezbollah that
will remove the threat in
the north and allow the
residents to return home
safely,” echoing broader
media criticism  that
Netanyahu has failed to
make Israel’s north and
south safe to live in.

This is despite inces-

sant  strikes against
Lebanon and targeted
attacks against
Hezbollah, Hamas and
Revolutionary  Guards
personnel.

Israel has specifically
indicated that a Gaza
ceasefire would not
necessitate a halt to
strikes against Lebanon
and elsewhere.

Although Israel’s
armed forces are
exhausted from grinding
battles on several fronts,
Netanyahu knows that, if
he triggered war with
Iran, it would force
America and its allies to
enter the conflict: just
witness how Western
forces instantaneously
mobilized to neutralize
Iran’s missile barrage in
April.

Netanyahu may cyni-
cally believe that provok-
ing a war could fatally
undermine US President
Joe Biden and
Democratic  candidate
Kamala Harris on the eve
of the presidential elec-
tion, ushering in a more
favorable US administra-
tion.

Sources categorize
relations between Biden
and Netanyahu as being
in a downward spiral, as
Israel and Hamas esca-

late their ceasefire
demands.
The region bristles

with US aircraft carriers,
munitions, missile sys-
tems and additional

Baria Alamuddin

forces, ready if Israel’s
war spirals further out of
control.

Meanwhile, Israel has
been quietly preparing
for a regional war: stock-
piling food and water,
installing backup power
supplies, cybersecurity
precautions and measures
for the wider mobiliza-
tion of reservists and cit-
izens.

The Foundation for
Defense of Democracies,
a neoconservative US
think tank, has issued an
extensive report warning
that, while the US has
focused on slowing
Tehran’s rush to enrich
uranium to 90 percent
purity, Iran has pursued
other nuclear weaponiza-
tion activities — includ-
ing developing devices
for delivering a nuclear

payload.
The installation of
1,400 advanced cen-

trifuges at its Fordow
enrichment plant this
summer is just one meas-
ure for accelerating
Iran’s race  toward
nuclear breakout.

The International
Atomic Energy Agency,
the UN’s nuclear watch-
dog, has meanwhile been
sounding the alarm
regarding the curtailed
access of its inspectors to
Iran’s nuclear sites. US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken warned that Iran
required just “one to two
weeks” to produce suffi-
cient weapons-grade ura-
nium for a nuclear
weapon.

He had less to say
about what the US would
do about this.

Iran’s latest consign-
ment of missiles to
Russia is a further exam-
ple of how Tehran’s large
weapons programs pose a
direct threat to global
security. Iran has also
become a foremost state
for cyberwarfare and
malicious attacks on
election processes and
civil infrastructure.

The US has responded

to incessant rocket and
drone strikes on its bases
in Iraq by agreeing to a
full pullout of its forces
during 2025-2026, repre-
senting a major victory
for the Iran-backed
forces that are increas-
ingly the dominant power
in Iraqg — politically,
economically and mili-
tarily.

Disjointed  Western
responses to Houthi
rocket attacks on ship-
ping have similarly only
served to embolden bat-
tle-hardened  militants
into believing that they
can halt global trade with
impunity.

Iraqi paramilitary fig-
ures were caught red-
handed conducting a sur-
veillance operation from
the office of Prime
Minister Mohammed
Shia Al-Sudani. Almost
the entire top echelon of
political and judicial
leaders was found to
have been under surveil-
lance — excluding Al-
Sudani’s closest support-
er, Qais Al-Khazali and
his Asa’ib Ahl Al-Haq
militia, while including
several of Al-Khazali’s
paramilitary rivals.

Iran hurriedly
deployed a delegation to
Baghdad to try and hush
up this shocking discov-
ery.

This scandal highlight-
ed the manner in which
Tehran-backed militias
have relentlessly expand-
ed their control over the
security and intelligence
apparatus in Iraq, Syria,
Lebanon and Yemen.

As well as exacerbat-
ing prospects for civil
strife, this remorselessly
expanding power grab
also affords these forces
greater freedom of action
for staging attacks on
their many regional ene-
mies.

Hence, a combination
of gradual US disengage-
ment and Israeli saber-
rattling has encouraged
Iran and its paramilitaries
to become even more

brazen in building up
their military and strate-
gic capabilities,
weaponizing large parts
of the region.

Nobody knows
whether we are genuinely
on the cusp of a ruinous-
ly destructive regional
conflict, but provocative
and escalatory moves by
both Iran and Israel have
brought us to the brink.
The US and its allies are
broadly culpable through
decades of unwillingness
to confront or rein in
either party, making the
eruption of such a con-
flict merely a matter of
time.

As we have seen, that
would immediately bring
in Western states, with
long-term destabilizing
consequences for global
security. Rather than sit-
ting back and hoping for

the best, America,
Europe, China, Russia
and regional powers

should be energetically
staking far more political
capital on trying to stave
off region-wide
Armageddon.

My friend, the journal-
ist Roula Khalaf, con-
ducted a fascinating
interview for The
Financial Times with the
heads of the American
and British intelligence
services, Bill Burns and
Richard Moore, in which
they both voiced dire
concerns about the risks
of regional conflict and
emphasized how the
chronic absence of a
ceasefire in Gaza — or
indeed a two-state solu-
tion to the wider Israeli-
Palestinian conflict —
has made worst-case sce-
narios far likelier.

Moore stressed that a
broader regional confla-
gration would be “vastly
worse” than what had
already occurred in Gaza.
And the two men warned
that the world order was
under threat in ways not
seen since the Cold War.
With these heavyweight
figures issuing such dire
warnings, is anybody lis-
tening?

Which path will Iran-China
economic relations take?

VER the past
few years, China
and Iran have

expanded their long-
standing cooperation
into a robust economic
partnership. China has
emerged as Iran’s top
trading partner, pur-
chasing significant
amounts of Iranian oil
and supplying Kkey
industrial goods. This
partnership serves
China’s energy
demands while support-
ing its broader develop-
ment goals. Central to
China’s strategy is the
Belt and Road
Initiative, which posi-
tions Iran as a pivotal
player in its geoeco-
nomic and geopolitical
plans. Meanwhile,
Iran’s “Turning
Eastward” policy
reflects its strategic
focus on strengthening
ties with China and
other Asian countries.
Following Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s
visit to Iran in 2016, dur-
ing which he met with
Iranian Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei, the two
nations committed to
enhancing cooperation
with an ambitious goal of
boosting bilateral trade to
$600 billion by 2026.
This partnership took a
significant step forward
in March 2021, when the
two countries signed a
“25-year comprehensive
strategic  partnership”
agreement. According to

Dr. Mohammed Al-Sulami

Iranian sources, China
promised to invest up to
$400 billion in Iran’s oil,
gas and transport infra-
structure as part of this
long-term deal.

Economic  relations
between Iran and China
are often viewed as
imbalanced and facing
difficulties. Several
recent events, including
the war in Ukraine, con-
flicts in the Middle East
— most notably in Gaza
ongoing unrest in
Iran, the failure to revive
the nuclear deal and
increasing sanctions on
Iran, have added signifi-
cant strain to the partner-
ship.

In January 2023,
monthly bilateral trade
between the two coun-
tries amounted to $1.26
billion, but by February
it had dropped to $842
million, marking a 34
percent decline. Chinese
exports to Iran also saw a
sharp drop, falling from
$921 million in January
2023 to $489 million in
February, largely due to
decreased Iranian pur-
chases of machinery,
electrical equipment and
vehicles. In the same
month, these three sec-
tors accounted for $307
million in exports, a $224
million decrease from the
previous month.
Meanwhile, Chinese
imports of Iranian goods
showed little change, ris-

ing slightly from $336
million to $352 million.

The trade deficit has
also further tilted in
China’s favor, partly due
to the absence of
declared oil imports from
Iran. According to data
from the Chinese
Customs Bureau, China’s
exports to Iran fell by 8.6
percent in 2023 com-
pared to 2022, when
exports totaled $9.27 bil-
lion. Imports from Iran
saw a steeper decline,
dropping from $6.23 bil-
lion in 2022 to $4.58 bil-
lion in 2023, a 27 percent
reduction. This resulted
in a trade balance of
approximately $5.5 bil-
lion in China’s favor.
From January to March
2024, China imported
$1.2 billion of goods
from Iran, a 3 percent
decrease.

However, China’s
imports from Iran are
likely higher than offi-
cially reported, as pur-
chases of Iranian oil by

Chinese refineries are
often excluded from
trade data. In 2023,

China imported 1.1 mil-
lion barrels per day of
Iranian crude, which
accounted for 10 percent
of its total oil imports —
the largest annual volume
of Iranian crude ever
imported by China. But
Chinese customs data
showed no  official
Iranian oil imports, as

Iranian barrels were fre-
quently relabeled
through ship-to-ship
transfers in countries like
Malaysia before delivery.

In July 2024, China
exported $630 million of
goods to Iran and import-
ed $337 million, with a
trade balance of $293
million. Between July
2023 and July 2024,
China’s exports to Iran
dropped by 6.14 percent,
while imports decreased
by 1.02 percent. Iran
ranked as China’s fourth-
largest oil supplier, fol-
lowing Russia, Saudi
Arabia and Iraq.

The decline in China-
Iran economic transac-
tions can be attributed to
several factors, including
heightened US sanctions
on Iran’s oil exports,
which increased the risks
of doing business with
Tehran and complicated
financial transactions.
Additionally, fluctua-
tions in global oil prices,
China’s economic slow-
down and Beijing’s
efforts to diversify its
energy sources all played
a role in reducing its
dependence on any single
country. Russia’s aggres-
sive discounting of oil,
following Western sanc-
tions over the Ukraine
crisis, also drew China’s
focus, further impacting
its trade relationship with
Iran.

In assessing the future

of Iran-China economic
relations, two potential
scenarios emerge. In the
first, new Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian is expected to
maintain the supreme
leader’s focus on cooper-
ation with Eastern pow-
ers, particularly China,
while also promoting his
own vision of greater
openness to the West,
inspired by Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping’s
reforms in the late 1970s.
This scenario is support-
ed by the long-term
strategic partnership
between the two nations,
focusing on energy, eco-
nomic  reforms and
investment opportunities.

In the second scenario,
economic ties between
Iran and China may
remain moderate, with
China ensuring a contin-
ued flow of Iranian oil
but keeping the relation-
ship at a careful distance.
Despite Iran’s enthusi-
asm for its strategic part-
nership with  China,
Beijing may adopt a
more cautious approach
to avoid escalating ten-
sions with the US, while
prioritizing its relations
with Gulf states like
Saudi Arabia and the
UAE.

This could involve
reducing visible econom-
ic ties with Iran while
maintaining the partner-
ship in less overt ways to
balance broader geopolit-
ical considerations.

Jordan’s stability 1s
necessary for Arabs,
Palestinians alike

HOEVER
knows Jordan
knows that its

fate is tied to the
Palestinians. It cannot
abandon the open
Palestinian wound and
does not even want to.
The establishment of
the two-state solution is
in Jordan’s interest.
Keeping the bleeding
wound open makes
worry a daily part of
life in Jordan.

The fate of Jordan and
the Palestinians are inter-
locked and cannot be
broken. Whoever knows
King Abdullah knows
that the two-state solu-
tion is a fixed article on
the agenda of all the
meetings he holds with
guests and in his vast net-
work of international
relations.

Jordan believes the
two-state solution is nec-
essary to end the injus-
tice the Palestinians have
had to endure for cen-
turies. It believes it is
necessary for the stability
of Jordan and to repel
extremism. It believes
that the two-state solu-
tion is a Palestinian,
Jordanian, Arab and
international need. The
persistence of the con-
flict will keep the threat
of instability alive. It
forces the countries
involved to deplete their
resources in helping ease
or deepen their concerns.

Jordan believes that
the two-state solution is a
condition for building
stability in a region that
has been on edge since
the establishment of
Israel. A Palestinian state
will fortify the region
against projects that rely
on the Palestinian
oppression in order to
achieve agendas related
to expanding influence or
strengthening roles.

The truth is that the
world committed a grave
sin when it did not rush
to douse the flames of the
war on Gaza.

By “the world,” we
mean major influential
countries and others
involved in the war. It
was never a secret that
the war on Gaza is bigger
than Gaza and that leav-
ing the war raging for
nearly a year now only
raises the risks in other
regional arenas.

The war took a more
horrific turn when the
Israeli army decided to
uproot resistance hubs in
the West Bank. The
scenes of the open mas-
sacre underway in Gaza
are fueling rage across
the region. Whoever has
followed past Israeli-
Palestinian clashes is not
at all surprised that the
systematic killing and
destruction is threatening
to spark conflicts beyond
Gaza.

The most dangerous
aspect of Sunday’s King
Hussein Bridge incident,
which left three Israelis
dead, is that it took place
while a reckless, extrem-
ist Israeli government is
in power. This govern-
ment believes that the
current confrontation
must end with a knockout
blow. Advocates of this
position believe that
Israel cannot accept a
solution that could leave
the possibility of a new
war erupting in the
future.

This is why Israel is
trying to take Gaza out of
the equation and turn it
into a pile of rubble
where life is not possible.
It has also now turned to
the West Bank to strike
fear into its residents of
the possibility that the
horrors in Gaza could be
replicated in their homes
and villages, so that
Israel can impose a new
status quo on the ground.

Ghassan Charbel

No less dangerous is
the Israeli opposition’s
inability to oust
Benjamin  Netanyahu,
whom it accuses of pro-
longing the war. This
internal failure has been
accompanied by an exter-
nal one. The Biden
administration in the US
has been incapable of
reining in Netanyahu or
of organizing a coup
against him. Netanyahu
is growing more extreme
and he is taking America
along with him, to the
brink of a regional war
that Washington has so
far averted.

The Netanyahu gov-
ernment is acting as
though the current war is
an existential one and

Israel decided to launch a
war against the
Palestinians, going
beyond a response to or
punishment for Al-Agsa
Flood.

Since the beginning of
the destructive war on
Gaza, Jordan has sound-
ed the alarm on the dan-
gers of the spillover of
the conflict in the region.
It has coupled its warn-
ings with constant relief
efforts and mounting
condemnations of Israeli
policies. Jordan sensed
the rising danger as Israel
moved its war on Gaza to
war on the West Bank. Its
concerns are not limited
to fear over the displace-
ment of West Bank resi-
dents, but extend to the
fear that Israel will
impose new realities on

The truth is that the world com-
mitted a grave sin when it did not
rush to douse the flames of the
war on Gaza. By “the world,” we
mean major influential countries
and others involved in the war. It
was never a secret that the war on
Gaza is bigger than Gaza and that
leaving the war raging for nearly
a year now only raises the risks in
other regional arenas. The war
took a more horrific turn when
the Israeli army decided to uproot
resistance hubs in the West Bank.
The scenes of the open massacre
underway in Gaza are fueling
rage across the region. Whoever
has followed past Israeli-
Palestinian clashes is not at all
surprised that the systematic
killing and destruction is threat-
ening to spark conflicts beyond
Gaza. The most dangerous aspect
of Sunday’s King Hussein Bridge
incident, which left three Israelis
dead, is that it took place while a
reckless, extremist Israeli govern-
ment is in power. This govern-
ment believes that the current
confrontation must end with a
knockout blow. Advocates of this
position believe that Israel cannot
accept a solution that could leave
the possibility of a new war
erupting in the future.

that it believes the human
and financial losses and
the harm to Israel’s inter-
national and regional
relations are therefore
justified. Netanyahu has
managed to make Israel
wage a long war, when it
was used to waging short
ones. He has effectively
managed to embroil
Israel in a multifront war
that has reached Yemen
and Iran. It is an open
war that has included
costly assassinations in
Beirut and Tehran.

The incident on the
King Hussein Bridge
took place amid this
strained climate. Israel
can exploit the incident
to tighten its grip on the
West Bank and isolate it
even further as it contin-
ues to reel from the raids
by Israeli tanks, drones
and bulldozers.

We can say that the
Netanyahu government
viewed Operation Al-
Agsa Flood as a declara-
tion of war, not an
attempt to pressure it to
hold a prisoner swap.
Since the operation, it
has sought to highlight
Iran’s role in the current
confrontation in order to
avoid dealing with the
essence of the Palestinian
conflict. It has framed
the operation as an
attempt to uproot the
Israeli state by the
Palestinians, with the
backing of Iran and
Hezbollah and all other
members of the so-called
Axis of Resistance. So,

the ground that will make

the two-state solution
impossible. This means
eliminating the

Palestinian cause and
ending all hope, leaving
open confrontation as the
only available option.

Jordan is aware that it
is being targeted. It has
long resisted Israeli calls
to resolve the Palestinian
problem at its expense. It
is being targeted because
it shares the longest bor-
der with Israel. It is being
targeted because it has
opted for moderation in
its regional and interna-
tional relations and
because it is firmly com-
mitted to the freedom of
its decision-making,
shunning geographic and
regional pressure, includ-
ing from Iran.

It is no exaggeration to
say that Jordan’s stability
is a Palestinian and a
Jordanian need alike. A
stable Jordan will help
end the oppression
against the Palestinians.
A stable Jordan is a
pressing Arab  need
because an absence of
this stability would cre-
ate a major and danger-
ous imbalance in region-
al equations.

Jordan is an example
of living amid dangers.
Its realistic policies and
constant maintenance of
international  relations
have protected it, so has
its united security institu-
tion, which has been
trained in living amid
regional fires.

Two positive signals from China-proposed resolution

Vox South

HE UN General
Assembly
(UNGA) recently

unanimously adopted
the resolution entitled
"Enhancing
International
Cooperation on
Capacity-Building of
Artificial
Intelligence'. Among
hundreds of resolu-
tions passed by the
UNGA each year, this
resolution, which was
widely covered by
major international
media, has received
special attention.
Governments world-
wide, especially those
of the Global South
countries, as well as
Al-related institutions

and companies, speak
highly of it. The reso-
lution, proposed by
China and co-spon-
sored by the US, is the
UN's first resolution
focusing on interna-
tional AI cooperation.
That partly explains
why it has attracted so
much attention and
two signals it sends are
particularly notewor-
thy.

First, it marked the
first time that major
countries, including
China and the US, have
reached consensus on
strengthening interna-
tional AI cooperation.
As the most dynamic
and cutting-edge tech-
nology today, AI has

become the pacesetter
of the new round of sci-
tech revolution and
industrial transforma-
tion. All parties are
competing to invest
more in it. China, the
US and Europe are all at

the forefront of the
technological race.
Excelling in different
technological routes,

they all strive to take
the lead in this competi-
tion that will shape the
future of humanity. To
win the race, the US has
resorted to aggressive
measures such as tech-

nological  blockades,
market closures, and
economic sanctions
against China.
Meanwhile, it has

coerced its allies and
many Global South
countries into picking
sides. This has put enor-
mous  pressure on
Global South countries,
because once they
choose a side, they may
gradually become tech-
nologically dependent
on that side, and lose
autonomy. If they refuse
to take a side, they may
potentially fall behind
in the new round of rev-
olution.

It is at this challeng-
ing moment that this
resolution, proposed by
China and co-sponsored
by 140 countries,
including the US, was

adopted by the UNGA
after numerous consul-
tations, bringing a glim-
mer of hope to the
world. It indicates that
even in the highly com-

petitive and unpre-
dictable field of AlI,
people of different

countries can set aside
differences, build con-
sensus, and blaze a path
of cooperation as long
as major countries have
strong political will and
most countries stay
united.

Second, early starters
in the domain of Al are
ready to help Global
South countries
strengthen AI capacity

on international AI cooperation

building. Throughout
history, technological
innovations have
reshaped the interna-
tional landscape time
and again. The future of
a country hinges on
whether it masters the
advanced technology or
not. Unfortunately,
many Global South
countries missed valu-
able opportunities for
technological progress
due to various reasons.
For these countries,
their backwardness in
technology resulted in
low productivity and
slow social progress.
They easily fall in a
cycle of "missing one
opportunity, missing all
opportunities". Today,

Al has emerged as an
undeniably important
force driving changes in
work and life. For
Global South countries,
strengthening Al capac-
ity building is not only
an urgent need to catch
up with developed
countries and achieve
leapfrog development,
but also a key way to
improve people's liveli-
hood and enhance their
quality of life.

Therefore, we sin-
cerely welcome and
firmly  support the

China-proposed resolu-
tion. We are full of hope
for escaping the fate of
being marginalized and
becoming equal partners
in the development and

sharing of technologies.
However, the adoption
of the resolution is only
the first step. The real
challenge lies in trans-
lating it into concrete
actions at an early date.
We eagerly anticipate
and call on China and
the US to continue to
lead by example, drive
broader and deeper
cooperation among
countries worldwide on
Al through China-US
open cooperation. This
is to ensure that this cut-
ting-edge technology is
a boon to every country
and people, and allows
everyone to enjoy the
convenience and bene-
fits brought by techno-
logical progress.
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BF gains support of Small
industrialists for elections

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Small facto-
ry owners in Peshawar
announced their support for
the Businessman Forum in
the upcoming Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry election.

That assurance was
given during a lunch hosted
by Small Industrialists
Association president
Wahid Arif Awan in honour
of the leadership of the
businessman forum here in
the SIE Kohat Peshawar on
Monday.

Those who attend the
event include FPCCI for-
mer president Ghazanfar
Bilour, SCCI’ president
Fuad Ishaq, Vice president
Tjaz Khan Afridi, Life-time
President of Anjuman
Tajran Haji Mohammad

Afzal, former presidents
SCCI Faiz Mohammad
Faizi, former SVPs Zia-ul-
Haq  Border,  Shahid

Hussain, Imran Khan
Mohmand and  Sohail
Javed, Aftab Igbal, Nadeem
Rauf, Zahoor Khan, Sadar
Gul, Faiz Rasool, Ishtiaq
Paracha, Fazal Wahid,
Shamsur Rahim, Malang
Jan, Ashfaq Ahmed, offi-
cials and members of the
association, Hakimuddin
Dawood, Manzoor Khan
and others.

On the occasion former
President of Small Indus-
trial Estate Association
Kohat Road Peshawar and
SCCI Engineer Maqgsood
Anwar Parvez, President of
the SIE Association
Waheed Arif Awan, Gen-
eral Secretary Aurangzeb
Mohmand and other office
bearers expressed full con-
fidence in the leadership of
former senator Ilyas Ahmed
Bilour.

They hoped that the sun
of 25 September 2024
would rise with the success
of the businessman forum

and so-called leaders of the
trading community fully
faced humiliating defeat.

Participants said the
businessman forum had
never compromised on the
rights and interests of the
business community and
always believed in selfless
service to the community
and it had proved that prac-
tically.

They said the business
community recognized the
interests and opportunistic
elements.

They said the trading
community knew-well that
the businessman forum is
the real representative
forum  which  always
resolved the problems of
the business community
and provided them all kinds
of relief.

Ghazanfar Bilor said that
BF is the real representative
platform of the business
community, which had
taken proactive steps for

the protection of the busi-
ness community interests
that is the reason why the
candidates of the
Businessmen’s Forum have
been elected unopposed for
the past 24 years.

He claimed BF will

sweep in the election on the
basis of its good perform-
ance.

Ghazanfar Bilour urged
the business community to
vote and support BF in the
elections of SCCI for the
year 2024-26, which is
scheduled to be held on
September 25, 2024 and
elect genuine candidates
through their votes.

Fuad Ishaq while speak-
ing on this occasion, said
that the BF has played a
key role in solving the
problems of traders’ com-
munity under leadership of
former senator Ilyas Ahmad
Bilour by taking up author-
ities at provincial and cen-
tral level.

SBA’s Patron-in-Chief, Chairman
1nten31ve tour of Vanous markets

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Busi-
ness Alliance’s (SBA)
Patron-in-Chief, former

Governor of Khyber Pakht-
unkhwa Haji Ghulam Alj,
and SBA Chairman Syed
Zahir Ali Shah, along with
Muhammad Ishaq, toured
various markets in Namak
Mandi as part of the Sarhad
Chamber elections cam-
paign and met with the
members.

During this visit, they
met Riaz Hussain, the pres-
ident of Naz Medicine

Market, and also toured
markets including GM
Market, Shangla Market,

Magsood Market, Rehman

Market, Abdul Market,
Hayat Market, Humra
Market, Makka Tower,

Jaleel Market, Shams Mar-
ket, and Qudrat Market.
The market presidents
warmly welcomed them in
their respective markets,
offering garlands and
showering flower petals.
The delegation was led
by PCDA  Chairman
Sirajuddin, accompanied
by Haji Mamoor, Ashad
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Siddiqui, Manzoor Elahi,
and other notable figures.
SBA candidates including
Shahrukh Khan, Bakht Mir
Jan, Ghulam Bilal Javid,
Adnan Jaleel, Muhammad
Ikram, Ikramullah Khan,
Riaz Hussain, Dr. Yousaf
Sarwar, Sher Zaman
Mohmand, and others also
actively participated.

Senior SBA leaders,
including Muhammad
Ishaq, Malik  Sajjad,
Aurangzeb, Muhammad
Igbal, and other trade lead-
ers, were also part of the
campaign.

In Namak Mandi, the
business community and
members of the Sarhad

' Chamber gave a grand

reception to Haji Ghulam
Ali, Syed Zahir Ali Shah,
and all the candidates. The
streets of the bazaar were
decorated with flower
petals, and garlands were
presented to the guests.
Later, a dinner was host-

a8 ed in honor of SBA candi-

dates at Senior Leader

= Lugman Shah’s residence.

During the event, all the

market presidents were
briefed on SBA’s mani-
festo. They not only

assured their full support
but also vowed to stand on
the front lines with SBA in
every endeavor.

In their speeches, former
Governor Haji Ghulam Alj,
Syed Zahir Ali Shah, and
Malik Meher Elahi empha-
sized that candidates with
tickets need to work harder.
They stated that the goal is
to restore the reputation of
the Chamber and resolve the
traders’ issues. They stressed
the importance of unity for
achieving these objectives
and assured that all efforts
would be made to serve the
business community.

PQFTL introduces instant
withdrawal facility

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Pak-Qatar
Family Takaful Limited
(PQFTL), a leading

provider of Family Takaful
solutions and part of Pak-
Qatar Group, Pakistan’s
premier and  pioneer
Islamic financial services
group, 1is pleased to
announce a unique instant
withdrawal facility for its
Mahana Bachat customers.
This innovative service
allows participants to with-
draw partial funds in case
of emergencies in a matter
of minutes with ease and
instant access through
PQFTL’s mobile app, ‘Pak-
Qatar Financial Solutions’
(PQFS) or its online portal.

This is the first time that

a Takaful operator in
Pakistan has offered such a
facility, reinforcing

PQFTL’s position as a pio-
neer in the industry. This
integration will enable par-
ticipants to easily draw
their funds, enhancing con-
venience and accessibility
for the users.

Waqgas Ahmad, CEO of
Pak-Qatar Family Takaful,
expressed his enthusiasm:

“We are delighted to offer
this innovative instant
withdrawal service. Our
strategic approach not only
enhances our end-to-end
service delivery but also
aligns with our vision to
provide innovative and cus-
tomer-centric financial
solutions. We believe this
facility will greatly benefit
our participants by provid-
ing them with unprecedent-
ed ease of access to their
funds.”

This unique facility rep-
resents a significant step
forward in the evolution of
Islamic financial services in
Pakistan, providing cus-
tomers with more flexibili-
ty and control over their
financial assets.

PQFTL remains com-
mitted to driving innova-
tion and excellence in the
Islamic financial services
industry and this initiative
is a display of PQFTL’s
dedication to prioritizing
customer satisfaction and
convenience.

Pak-Qatar Family
Takaful is part of Pak-Qatar
Group, Pakistan’s premier
and pioneer Islamic finan-
cial services group. It pro-

vides comprehensive
Takaful coverage that
adheres to the principles of
cooperation and mutual
support, offering innova-
tive and Shariah-compliant
savings & protection solu-
tions to individuals, fami-
lies, and businesses. The
company is rated “A++”
(having a Stable Outlook)
by VIS Credit Rating Co.
Limited and Pakistan
Credit Rating Agency
(PACRA). The Company’s
paid-up capital is in excess
of Pak- Rs. 1.3 Billion.
Pak-Qatar Group stands
as Pakistan’s premier and
pioneer Islamic financial
services group, offering a
comprehensive range of
savings and protection
solutions that adhere to the
principles of Shariah-com-
pliant finance. With stead-
fast commitment to excel-
lence and strong emphasis
on Islamic values, the
group encompasses compa-
nies such as Pak-Qatar
Family Takaful Limited,
Pak-Qatar General Takaful
Limited, Pak-Qatar Invest-
ment (Private) Limited and
Pak-Qatar Asset Mana-
gement Company Limited.

FCCI demands cut in markup
rate to stabilize economy

FAISALABAD (APP): The
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) has demanded pro-
portionate decrease in
markup rate has become
imperative after the sub-
stantial decline in inflation
to stabilize the economy on
a solid and sustained basis.

Addressing a hurriedly-
called press conference
here on Monday, FCCI
Senior Vice President Dr
Sajjad Arshad that
improvement in one indica-
tor is not enough and the
government must take nec-
essary measures to cut
down markup rate to pro-

vide cheap finances to the
industrial sector enabling it
to import machinery and
create maximum jobs for
the unemployed youth.

He said that FCCI had
already highlighted the
issue of IPPs. All chambers
have a unified stand about
the IPPs as well as reduc-
tion in markup rate from
the platform of Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce & Industry.

A petition was also
pending in the Supreme
Court about the IPPs and
we are still pressing hard to
conduct a forensic audit so
that 240 million people of

Pakistan could know how
these agreements were
inked and by whom, he
added. He said that now we
are demanding substantial
decrease in markup rate so
that the industrial sector in
general and SME in partic-
ular could import the latest
machinery to cut down its
production cost.

Responding to a ques-
tion, he said that the fin-
ance minister in his budget
speech had announced the
provision of electricity to
the industrial sector at 14
cent per unit but a notifica-
tion in this regard is still
awaited.

Shipping
activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
four ships, Atlantic Ibis, CP
Shenzhen, Kaley and Amir
Gas scheduled to
load/offload  Container,
Cement, Coal and LPG,
berthed at Qasim
International ~ Container
Terminal, Multi-Purpose
Terminals and Engro Vopak
Terminal respectively on
Sunday8th September.

Meanwhile six more
ships, Ammos, Clipper Lis,
Torm Malaysia, EVA
Hongkong, Maya Gas-1
and Sea Density scheduled
to load/offload Rice, Palm
oil, Chemicals, LPG and
Coal are arrived at outer
anchorage port on same
day.

A total of eight ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them three
ships, Atlantic Ibis,
Chemroad Sakura and
Hafnia Leopard left the
port today morning while
another Liquefied
Petroleum Gas carrier
‘Amir Gas’ is expected to
sail on today  Oth,
September 2024.

Cargo volume of 72,547
tonnes, comprising 70,728
tonnes imports cargo and
1,819 tonnes export cargo
carried in 450 Containers
(343 TEUs Imports& 107
TEUs Export) was handled
at the port during last 24
hours.

There are 10 ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them four
ships, AU Taurus, NCC
Badar, EVA Hong Kong
and Sea Destiny carrying
Palm oil, Gas oil,
Chemicals and Coal are
expected to take berths at
LCT, FOTCO, EVTL and
PIBT respectively on today
9th September, Meanwhile
six more container ships,
MSC Surabaya-VIII, MSC
Capetown-III, Maersk
Nyassa, Maersk Hartford,
MSC Positano and MSC
Ellen are due to arrive at
port on Tuesday.

PESHAWAR: President Small Industrialists Association Wahid Arif Awan presenting a shield to Ghazanfar
Bilour and SCCI president Fuad Ishaq. Vice president Ijaz Khan Afridi also present on occasion.

Minister held
networking

dinner
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh held
a networking dinner ahead
of commencement of
International Maritime
Sustainability Exhibition &
Conference Pakistan
(IMSEC 2024) at Port
House, Lalazar.

The Consuls General of
United Kingdom, United
States of America (USA),
Russia, Turkey, Indonesia,
Malaysia and other digni-
taries.

The event is scheduled
to commence from 12
September, 2024  in
Islamabad and conclude on
14 September in Karachi. It
is a premier gathering
designed to propel
Pakistan’s maritime econo-
my into the future promot-
ing global and regional
partnerships and facilitat-
ing investments.

Organized under the
management of Ministry of
Maritime Affairs the event
features an investor confer-
ence and an international
exhibition.

IMSEC aims to foster
interaction and collabora-
tion among Pakistani and
international maritime
companies, policymakers,
investors and stakeholder.

PSX witnesses
bearish trend

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-Index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed bearish trend on
Monday, losing 282.72
points, showing a negative
change of 0.36 percent,
closing at 78,615.00 points
against 78,897.73 points on
the last working day.

A total of 491,124,197
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
743,072,057 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at Rs
10.124 billion against Rs
12.900 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 443 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market, 155 of
them recorded gains and
228  sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
60 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 86,006,041
shares at Rs 1.46 per share,
Kohinoor Spining with
42,932,284  shares  at
Rs.9.63 per share and Pace
(Pak) Limited with
37,264,175  shares at
Rs.6.38 per share.

Haleon Pakistan Limited
witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs 41.13 per

share price, closing at Rs
453.32, whereas the runner-
up was Service Industries
Limited with a Rs 29.37
rise in its per share price to
Rs 1,039.47.

Pakistan  Engineering
Company Limited wit-
nessed a maximum
decrease of Rs 50.80 per
share closing at Rs 898.70
followed by Rathan Maize
Products Company Limited
with Rs 48.12 decline to
close at Rs 7,300.88.

Rupee sheds 14 paisa
against dollar

Pakistani rupee on
Monday depreciated by 14
paisa against the US dollar
in the interbank trading and
closed at Rs 278.70 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 278.56.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs 278.85 and Rs 280.35
respectively.

The price of Euro
decreased by Rs 1.37 to
close at Rs 308.21 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
309.58, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese yen came
down by 01 paisa and

closed at Rs1.94, whereas a
decrease of Rs 1.97 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs365.22
as compared to the last
day’s closing of Rs367.19.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal increased
by 03 paisa and 05 paisa to
close at Rs75.87 and
Rs74.25 respectively.

Gold rates decline by
Rs.1,100 to Rs.260,400

The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased by
Rs.1,100 and was sold at
Rs.260,400 on Monday
compared to its sale at Rs.
261,500 on last trading day.

The price of 10 grams of
24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs.943 to Rs.
223,251 from Rs. 224,194
whereas the price of 10
gram 22 karat gold went
down to Rs.204,647 from
Rs. 205,511, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Associa-
tion reported.

The price of per tola and
ten gram silver remained
constant at Rs.2,850 and
Rs.2,443.41 respectively.

The price of gold in the

international market
decreased by $7 to $2,490
from $2.,497, the

Association reported.

Signing ceremony held between Al
Baraka Bank and Peekaboo Guru

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Al Baraka
Bank has partnered with
Peekaboo Guru (Pvt) Ltd to
drive its digital experiences
by integrating Peekaboo

Connect into its digital |

channels.
A signing ceremony was

held at the Head Office of Al .

Baraka Bank (Pakistan)
Limited on 6th September
2024. Present at the ceremo-
ny from Al Baraka Bank
(Pakistan) Limited were Mr.
Muhammad Atif Hanif -
CEO, Mr. Muhammad
Zohair Saif - Chief Digital
Officer and Mr. Mehdi
Hassan, CEO of Peekaboo
Guru (Pvt) Ltd, along with
Senior Team Members of
both organizations.

This integration will
enhance customer access to
deals, discounts, promo-
tions, and branch services,
with more features to come.

Additionally,  Peekaboo
Guru will onboard mer-
chants to offer exclusive
discounts to the Bank’s
loyal customers. This part-
nership signifies a commit-
ment  to continually
improving customer expe-
riences through innovative

products and services.

On this occasion, Mr.
Muhammad Atif Hanif said
“Al Baraka Bank (Pakistan)
Limited’s vision is to be a
digital bank of choice for
our key value segments. We
will partner with Global
and Pakistani Fintechs to

create simpler, better &
valuable digital experi-
ences for our customers.
Peekaboo Guru (Pvt) Ltd is
our digital partner in
growth which will further
enhance our customer
experience on Debit Card’s
deals and discounts.”

Free IT training initiative for
women of Keamari launched

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In a significant
ceremony Wwith aim to
empower women, KPT has
officially launched free com-
puter centre at the KPT
Industrial Home, Keamari.
The Minister of Maritime
Affairs, Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh graced the inaugura-
tion ceremony as Chief
Guest, accompanied with
Chairman KPT Syedain Raza
Zaidi. Such an initiative is the
vision of the Minister of
Maritime Affairs to enhance
the skills of women, specially
residing in Keamari and
nearby areas and providing
them with the tools necessary
to thrive in today’s digital
age. This event marks a new
chapter in the ongoing efforts

for women empowerment.
Upon arrival, Minister of
Maritime Affairs was briefed
about the CSR activities
being undertaken by KPT in
the field of health, education,
environment, communica-

tion, services and sports.

Father's Name
Correction

My Father correct name is
Badar Munir while mistak-
enly written in my
Educational documents as
Badar Munir Khan please
make the required correc-
tion in it. Asad Khan S/o

Badar Munir

Court Notice

In the Court of Saima
Ehsan Civil Judge II/Allaga
Qazi Buner at Daggar.Case
N o . 35 9 /1
Institution. 18/12/2023

Date of  hearing.
20/9/2024. Rozi Akbar VS
Dilfaroz etc . Notice to
no.3.Shahzeb s/o Shah

Bakht Rawan resident of|
Koz Gokand tehsel Daggar
district Buner. Whereas in
the above mentioned case
the mentioned defendant
can not be served in the
ordinary way, it is, there-
fore, proclaimed that if the
said defendant will/shall
not appear personally or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8.00 am dated
20/9/2024 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and

seal of this Court.

Court Notice

IN the Court of Saima
Ehsan Civil Judge II/Allaga
Qazi Buner at Daggar.Case

N o . 9 7 [/ 1
Institution.6/5/2024
Date of hearing.
14/9/2024.

Mst Gul Badna VS
Bakhtawar Khan etc
Notice to no.l.Bakhtawar
Khan. 4.Mohmad Naeem
sons of Manjawar.6.Abdur
Rehman.7 Norur Rehman
sons of Nor
Mohmad.10.Shahid Zada
s/o Sakhi Mohmad resident
of Hisar tehsel Daggar dis-
trict Buner. Whereas in the
above mentioned case the
mentioned defendants can
not be served in the ordi-
nary way, it is, therefore,
proclaimed that if the said
defendants will/shall not
appear  personally  or
through dually authorized
agent or pleader in the
court at 8.00 am dated
14/9/2024 the proceeding
will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and

seal of this Court.

Court Notice

In the Court of Javera
Sartaj Khan Additional
District Judge 1I/Azafi Zila
Qazi Buner at Dagar.
Appeal. No.22/13.
Institution 20/3/2024. Date
of hearing. 20/9/2024.
Amez Khan VS Qurban Ali

Notice to no 2/1.Gul
Rawez Khan. 2/2.Amer
Nawaz Khan.2/3.
Anwarzeb Khan.2/4.

Saranzeb Khan.2/5.Anes
Naeem sons of Mst Qadar
Jan. 2/6.Mst Aamiat. 2/7.
Khasiat ds/o  Qadar
Jan.3/3.Zaher
Ahmed.3/4.Awes Khan
sons of Mst Zarfarosha.
3/5.Mst Nazia d/o
Zarfarosha. 6.Mirza Gul
s/o Umbaras resident of
Dagai tehsel Khadukhel
district Buner.Whereas in
the above mentioned
case the mentioned
defendants can not be
served in the ordinary
way, it is, therefore, pro-
claimed that if the said
defendants will/shall not
appear personally or
through dually author-
ized agent or pleader in
the court at 8.00 am
dated 20/9/2024 the pro-
ceeding will be taken ex-
parte. Given under my
hand and seal of this

Court.
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Affan bags
Scrabble
C'ship title
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan's 16 years old
Affan Salman had won
the 19th World Youth
Scrabble Championship
2024 title in Sri Lanka.
Affan Salman was
crowned the World
Youth Champion after
23 of the 24 games
played as he had an
unassailable lead, said a
press release. Affan's
brother Ali Salman won
the World Youth title in
2022 providing the only
instance of two brothers
winning the world
Youth championship in
history. Pakistan won a
host of prizes and
awards including the
team trophy for being
the No. 1 team as four
players from Pakistan
finished in the top ten.
Bilal Asher finished
5th, Ibrahim Mansoor
8th and Aehzam Ahmed
10th. Bilal Asher also
won the under 14 title
while Zayan Zaman
won the trophy for the
highest single move
score. The side tourna-
ment for adults was
won by Waseem Khatri
of Pakistan.

Kane set to
become 10th player
to win 100 caps
LONDON (Reuters):
England captain Harry
Kane will earn his
100th cap for his coun-
try when they host
Finland in the Nations
League at Wembley on
Tuesday, becoming the
10th player to reach the
mark, the Football
Association (FA) said
on Monday. The 31-
year-old Bayern
Munich striker, who has
scored 66 goals in 99
appearances for
England since his debut
in 2015, is the first play-
er to become an
England men's centuri-
on since striker Wayne
Rooney in November
2014. "The FA will pay
tribute before the UEFA
Nations League fixture
with a special pre-
match ceremony that
will include the presen-
tation of a gold cap,"
the governing body said
in a statement. Before
kick-off, the FA will
also pay tribute to for-
mer England manager
Sven-Goran Eriksson,
who died at the age of
76 last month.

Pak team
gears up for
SAFF C'ship

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan football
team is undergoing
intensive training at
the Kunj Football
Ground, Abbottabad in
preparations for the
upcoming SAFF Ul17
Championship at
Bhutan. The training
camp, which kicked
off recently, features
26 probables compet-
ing for a spot in the

final squad, said a
press release. The
team's participation in
the championship,

scheduled to take place
from September 20 to
30, is subject to gov-
ernment's approval.

Afghanistan v NZ
opening day's
play called off

NEW DELHI

(Reuters): A wet out-

field caused by

overnight rain prompt-
ed match officials to
call off the opening
day's play in the one-off’
test between New

Zealand and

Afghanistan in Greater

Noida on Monday.

Heavy rain in the last 10

days had left little

prospect of any action
on the opening day at
the stadium in Greater

Noida, near Delhi,

which has only a basic

drainage system. While
there was no fresh
shower on Monday, the
outfield and  the
bowler's run-up area
were both wet and the
umpires undertook sev-
eral inspections before
calling off the day's
play. Afghanistan play
their 'home' matches at
the venue because tour-
ing teams are not ready
to visit the country over
security concerns. The
match marks the first of

New Zealand's six tests

in Asia in the next two

months, including two
in Sri Lanka and three
against India.
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LONDdN: Angel

o Mathews and

Pathum Nissanka secured Sri Lanka's win in the Oval Test.

PCB Chairman meets
with Champions Cup
team mentors

LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi
on Monday visited Igbal
Stadium, Faisalabad and
met mentors of the five
teams of the Champions
One Day Cup.

The inaugural
Champions One-Day Cup
is set to begin in Faisalabad
on September 12 with the
first match between Wolves
and Panthers.

Wolves mentor Misbah-
ul-Haq, Stallions mentor
Shoaib Malik, Lions men-
tor Waqgar Younis, Dolphins
mentor Sarfaraz Ahmed,
and  Panthers  mentor
Saqlain Mushtaq held a
detailed consultation with
PCB Chairman Mohsin
Naqvi  regarding  the

arrangements  for  the
Champions Cup.

The mentors declared
the Champions Cup an
important tournament for
domestic cricket and sug-
gested improvements for
the pitches and ground of
Igbal Stadium.

PCB Chairman Mohsin
Nagqvi assured that the stan-
dards of pitches and
grounds would be
improved and stated that
players would be given
equal opportunities for
practice. He issued instruc-
tions to Director Domestic
Cricket and Director High
Performance regarding the
arrangements.

He further emphasised
that all team players would
be provided with the best

gym facilities to work on
fitness. The Champions
Cup will bring new players
to the forefront, giving them
opportunities to progress
based on their performance.
Backup players will be
prepared for the national
team for all three formats.
The Chairman further
said that the aim is to
establish the Champions
Cup as a brand of
Pakistan, and the mentors
have a significant respon-
sibility in this regard.
Advisor Bilal Afzal,
PCB Directors Domestic,
High Performance,
International Cricket, PSL,
Senior General Manager
Domestic Cricket, and
other officials were also
present on the occasion.

Inter-District Ju-Jitsu
C’ship end, Peshawar bag
first position

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Inter-District Ju-Jitsu

Championship was held in
Mardan, in which different
districts from across the
province participated with
Peshawar bagged first
position, followed by
Khyber District here on
Monday where players
competed in U14 and U18
Juniors categories.
Peshawar took the first
position in the province by
taking 4 gold and 2 silver,
and Khyber district took
the second position by tak-

ing 4 gold and one silver,
and the third position
Karak team took one gold
medal respectively.
Additional  Assistant
Commissioner ~ Mardan
Ms. Shagufta was the chief
guest on this occasion. She
was accompanied by DSO
Mardan Saeed Akhtar, KP

Ju-Jitsu President
Tahsinullah Khan,
Organizing Secretary

Muhammad Kamran and
many important personali-
ties were present.

In Junior U18 Junior
competitions through

which the best players will
represent the country in
international competitions,
President Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ju-Jitsu
Association Tehsin Ullah
Khan said in his speech.
He also appreciated the
organizing committee for

holding the
Championship.

In her speech, the chief
guest  expressed  her

thoughts and encouraged
all the upcoming players
and announced to organize
a big Ju-Jitsu event in
Mardan very soon.

South Korea hold Pakistan
for a draw 1n Asian Hockey
Champions Trophy

HULUNBUIR CITY
(Monitoring Desk): South
Korea came from behind to
hold Pakistan for a draw in
the fourth match of the
Asian Hockey Champions
Trophy here in Inner
Mongolia, China.

Pakistan’s second fixture
in the ongoing tournament
also ended in a 2-2 draw as
they failed to defend their
narrow one-goal lead in the
final quarter.

South Korea opened the
scoring in the dying min-
utes of the second quarter,
courtesy of Hyun Jigwang.
Their lead remained intact
until the third quarter and it
appeared that Pakistan were
closing in on their first
defeat in the ongoing tour-
nament.

The national team, how-
ever, made an astounding
comeback as Shahid Hanan
scored back-to-back last-

minute goals to give the
Green Shirts what appeared
to be a decisive lead.

But just a few seconds
before the final whistle,
South Korea equalized
through Kim Sunghyun and
denied Pakistan a victory.

Pakistan tasted the same
fortune in their Asian
Hockey Champions Trophy
opener against Malaysia.

They started their cam-
paign with a 2-2 draw
despite dominating the
majority of the match.

The Green Shirts started
the game strongly, taking
the lead in the second quar-
ter, thanks to a goal by
Sufyan Khan.

In the third quarter,
Nadeem Ahmed extended
their lead with another
goal, before Malaysia made
a comeback with a goal
from the penalty corner.

Pakistan were cruising

towards victory with a 2-1
lead, however, Aiman
Rozemi’s late goal helped
Malaysia level the scores in
the dying minutes of the
game.

Meanwhile, in other
Monday fixtures of the
Asian Hockey Champions
Trophy, India outclassed
Japan 5-1 while China
crushed Malaysia 2-0.

The ongoing tournament
is the 8th edition of the
Asian Champions Trophy.
Pakistan have won the tour-
nament in 2012 and 2013,
while India have won in
2011, 2016 and 2023.

The 2018 edition saw
Pakistan and India jointly
sharing the trophy as the
final was forfeited due to
persistent rain. Defending
champions India won the
prestigious tournament last
year by defeating Malaysia
4-3 in the final.

Relaxed Murray
surprised he
does not
miss playing
LONDON (Agencies):
Andy Murray has revealed
retirement has been "the
complete opposite” to what
he expected and that he is
not missing tennis like he

thought he would.
The 37-year-old Briton,

a three-time Grand Slam
champion, called time on

his illustrious  19-year
career after the Paris
Olympics in  August.

Murray underwent a hip
resurfacing operation in
2019 and had various injury
struggles during the final
few years of his career.

"Since I've stopped, I
feel really free and have got
lots of time to do whatever
it is I want," Murray told
BBC Radio 4's Today pro-
gramme. "I can dedicate
time to my children and
have free time to play golf
or go to the gym on my
own terms. "It is really nice
and I didn't expect that. I
was expecting to find
retirement hard and be
missing tennis a lot and
wanting to get back on the
tennis court on tour.

"So far it has been the
complete opposite to what I
was thinking." The 37-
year-old won his first
Grand Slam in 2012 at the
US Open before ending
Britain's 77-year wait for a
men's Wimbledon champi-
on in 2013 when he defeat-
ed Novak Djokovic, before
winning it again in 2016.

'l would feel guilty leav-
ing my children’

Murray, who  won
Olympic gold in the singles
at London 2012 and Rio
2016, played the final
match of his career at Paris
2024, losing in the doubles
quarter-finals after epic
comeback wins in the pre-
vious two rounds.

He acknowledged there
was no "perfect ending" for
a tennis player but revealed
he was now feeling guilt-
free around his four chil-
dren and wife Kim.

"The thing that I always
found difficult in recent
years was that there was
always a guilt associated
with what I was doing,"
Murray, who played 1,001
singles matches in his
career, added. "If I was
going away for a trip of like
three to four weeks I would
feel guilty leaving my chil-
dren at home or being away
from my wife for a long
time with them, so missing
the kids I found hard.

"But if I was at home
with the kids then I was
running around and spend-
ing a lot of my time on my
feet after training. "I was
then thinking 'is this going

i | to affect my training or per-

formance the next day,
should I have my feet up?' I
found that stuff difficult
over the last few years."

"Tennis is a very lonely
sport'

It was not just the latter
years of his career Murray
found difficult, with the
media criticism in his glory
days also presenting strug-
gles. The Briton felt even
though he was "extremely
successful" there was
something he was "failing
at" because of the high
expectations put upon him.

"It was really hard for
me at times, reaching the
final at Wimbledon and
being criticised for your
work or feeling you are not
good enough," he added.

"Which I think is wrong
and I don't know if that
would be the case in every
country.

"It might have not been
the case, but my perception
was [ was feeling I was
being attacked even when I
was doing really well, and
that was pretty hard."

Nissanka stars as
Sri Lanka end
10-year wait for
Test win in England

LONDON (AFP): Pathum
Nissanka’s superb unbeat-
en century guided Sri
Lanka to an ultimately
commanding eight-wicket
win at The Oval on
Monday as they ended a
decade-long wait for a
Test-match  victory in
England.

Sri Lanka, set a target of
219, reached that total for
the loss of two wickets
before lunch on the fourth
day, with Nissanka 127 not
out and Angelo Mathews
32 not out in an unbroken
stand of 111. Victory gave
Sri Lanka just a fourth Test
win in England and first
since a 100-run success at
Headingley back in 2014.

England, however, took
this three-match series 2-1
after wins at Old Trafford
(five wickets) and Lord’s
(190 runs). But defeat
meant England, who white-
washed the West Indies 3-0
earlier in the season, failed
to achieve a first home
campaign clean sweep
since 2004, when Michael
Vaughan oversaw seven
successive wins.

Nissanka, named player-
of-the-match after also
making 64 in the first
innings, told Sky Sports:
“It was a great opportunity
to play in England and I
enjoyed that innings.”

“I just wanted to play
my normal game and I
have done that,” added the
opener, who spent two
years out of the Test side.
And for Sri Lanka captain
Dhananjaya de Silva, there
was no doubting the signif-
icance of leading his coun-
try to only their fourth win
in 21 Tests in England.

“This is one of the hap-
piest moments in my career

and my life,” said De Silva.

“We had a tough time in
the last two weeks so to
come here and get a win in
English conditions against
an English team, it is a very
good moment for me, my
team, and my country as
well.”

Sri Lanka resumed on
94-1, already well-placed
to end a run of seven
straight Test defeats by
England. Nissanka,
recalled at Lord’s, was 53
not out and Kusal Mendis
unbeaten on 30.

Mendis, however, had
added just nine runs to his
score when he hooked a
Gus Atkinson bouncer to
fine leg where Shoaib
Bashir, doing well to sight
the ball on a gloomy morn-
ing, held an excellent low
catch diving to his left.

Sri Lanka were now
108-2 as Mathews, who
made a brilliant 160 in
their Headingley success a
decade ago, walked in to
bat. England captain Ollie
Pope, with Sri Lanka mak-
ing good progress against

the quicks at 137-2,
brought on off-spinner
Bashir.

Bashir, however,
promptly conceded 10 runs
in an over, Nissanka

pulling a dragged down
ball to square leg and
Mathews sweeping another
four.

The diminutive
Nissanka’s punched three
off Atkinson through point
saw the 26-year-old com-
plete an excellent 107-ball
hundred including 11
fours.

And having reached the
landmark, Nissanka
hooked fast bowler Olly
Stone for two sixes.

Nissanka ended the match
by cutting Bashir for four,
having already surpassed
his previous highest Test
score of 103 against the
West Indies at North Sound
in 2021.

England ‘shot ourselves
in the foot’

England  squandered
several strong positions,
including collapsing from
261-3 to 325 all out in their
first innings despite 154
from Pope — his first cen-
tury since stepping in for
the injured Ben Stokes as
skipper at the start of this
series. They also allowed
Sri Lanka to recover from
93-5 to 263 in reply, with
Pope deploying an all-spin
attack after tea on a
gloomy second day.

England led by 62 runs
on first innings. But their
top-order batted as if they
had double that lead sec-
ond time around, with
England collapsing spec-
tacularly to 82-7 before
being dismissed for 156 in
just 34 overs on Sunday.

Lahiru Kumara took 4-
21 and left-arm swing
bowler Vishwa Fernando 3-
40 including the prize scalp
of Joe Root for just 12.

Only wicketkeeper
Jamie Smith’s counter-
attacking 67 off 50 balls,
including 10 fours and a
six, ensured Sri Lanka
were chasing more than
200 for victory. “It’s disap-
pointing not to be on the
right side of the result,”
said Pope. “Day three
(Sunday), we probably shot
ourselves in the foot a little
bit. “We weren’t at our best
and credit to Sri Lanka.
The way Nissanka played
was high-class and they
deserved to win this Test.”

Pakistani team shines by
grabbing two bronze
medals in Nomad Games
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MULTAN (APP):
Pakistani team shone on
opening day of 5th World
Nomad Games, by secur-
ing two Bronze medals in
Mas-Wrestling being held
in Astana.

Pakistani team cele-
brated a triumphant start
at the 5th World Nomad
Games with outstanding
performances in Mas-
Wrestling on the tourna-
ment's opening day.

The team secured two
bronze medals, showcas-
ing their exceptional skills
and determination.

Shaffat Ullah led the
charge by clinching the
first bronze medal of the
games in the 70 kg weight
category.

Demonstrating remark-
able prowess and strength,
Shaffat Ullah overcame

formidable opponents
from  Australia and
Kazakhstan, and secured
his bronze medal by
defeating Mongolia in a

thrilling bronze medal
match.

Adding to the day's
successes, Muhammad

Asim earned the bronze
medal in the 80 kg weight
category. His path to vic-
tory included impressive
wins over athletes from
Iran and Uzbekistan, cul-
minating in a decisive vic-
tory against Poland in the
bronze medal bout.

In a statement on
Monday, Nawab Furqan
Khan, President Pakistan
Mas-Wrestling
Federation, expressed his
pride and excitement:
“Our athletes have deliv-
ered exceptional perform-

ances on the first day of
the Games.

Shaffat  Ullah  and
Muhammad Asim have
showcased not only their
skill but also their dedica-

| tion and hard work.

These  achievements
reflect the strength and

1l spirit of Mas-Wrestling in

Pakistan. We look forward
to even greater success as
the games continue and
are proud to represent our
country on this prestigious
stage.”

The success of the team
is a testament to the
exceptional  leadership
and support provided by
Coach Muhammad Saad
and Official Ch Ihtsham
Akmal, he noted.

Their guidance and
strategic planning were
instrumental in achieving
these remarkable results.

These  achievements
highlight Team Pakistan’s
commitment to excellence
and their growing promi-
nence in the global Mas-
Wrestling arena.

The team's stellar per-
formance on the first day
sets a strong foundation
for the remainder of the
games, and their dedica-
tion continues to inspire,
he concluded.

National Men’s U19 tournament
to begin on Tuesday

LAHORE (APP): The
National Men’s UI9
three-day Championship
and One-Day Cup are set
to begin on Tuesday, 10
September. Each round of
the three-day games will
be followed by the One-
Day games. As such, a
total of 98 matches each
will be played over a 61-
day period.

Eighteen teams of 16
regions will participate in
the tournament, whose
one-day final will be held
on 22 October and the
three-day final from 6-9
November. Venues of the
final will be announced in
due course.

The 18 regional teams
will be equally divided
into three groups with the
matches to be played on a
single-league basis till 12
October.

The next phase will

include one-day matches
between three group top-
pers on a single-league
from 16-22 October, fol-
lowed by three-day
matches between the
group toppers again on a
single-league basis from
25 October  to 9
November.

Peshawar will defend
the three-day title, while
Karachi Whites are the
reigning one-day champi-
ons.

The squads have been
selected following the
Regional Inter-District
U19 Tournament from 23
May to 10 June in which
104 district sides had par-
ticipated.

The National Men’s
U19 Championship and
Cup is expected to provide
the budding and emerging
teenagers to prove their
mettle and stake a claim in

the Pakistan U19 team for
the upcoming tri-nation
50-over series in
November in UAE, which
will be followed by the
ACC Men’s U19 Asia Cup
2024.

Groups:

Group A (matches in
Karachi): FATA,
Islamabad, Karachi

Whites, Larkana, Multan
and Quetta regions

Group B (matches in
Abbottabad, Charsada,
Peshawar and Risalpur):
Abbottabad, Bahawalpur,
Faisalabad, Karachi
Blues, Lahore Blues and
Rawalpindi regions

Group C (matches in
Faisalabad, Sargodha and
Sheikhupura): Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK), Dera Murad Jamali
(DM Jamali), Hyderabad,
Lahore Whites, Peshawar
and Sialkot regions.
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15 arrested for
holding illegal
arms
RAWALPINDI (APP):
In a successful opera-
tion, Police have arrest-
ed 15 illegal arm hold-
ers and seized arm,
ammunition from their

possession here on
Monday, informed
police spokesman.
During operation,

Naseerabad police held
six illegal arm holders

namely Obaidullah,
Ismail, Shoaib,
Hasnain, Ali Raza,

Jahanzeb and confiscat-
ed 06 pistols 30 bore
from their possession.
Similarly, Rawat Police
nabbed Sagheer with a
12-bore rifle and 02
pistols 30 bore were
recovered from
Kamran and Aziz.
Additionally, Ratta
Amaral Police arrested
Ahmad Khan and
recovered 01 pistol 30
bore from his custody.
Following operation,
Sadigqabad Police held
Abdullah and recov-
ered 01 pistol 30 bore
from his possession.
Cantt police found 01
pistol 30 bore from
Umar's possession.
Airport Police recov-
ered 9mm pistol from
Aamir. Taxila Police
arrested  Subhanullah
and recovered 01 pistol
from his possession.
Police have registered
separate cases against
all of them and further
investigation has been
started. Divisional SPs
commended police
teams adding that strict
action will be taken
against those carrying
illegal weapons.

IRSA releases
222,700 cusecs
water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Monday released
222,700 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
201,800 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1550.00 feet (max-
imum conservation
level) and was 152.00
feet higher than its dead
level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was
recorded as 123,300
cusecs and 122,800
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was  1228.00 feet,
which was 180.00 feet
higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of
water was recorded
28,400 cusecs and
8,000 cusecs respec-
tively. The release of
water at Kalabagh,
Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as
145,700, 131,700,
177,400 and 131,100
cusecs  respectively.
Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 29,900
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 12,000
cusecs released from
River Chenab at
Marala.

Two snatchers
held

RAWALPINDI (APP):
In a significant crack-
down, Police have suc-
cessfully arrested two
accused who snatched
vehicle from citizen
after  taking  lift.
According to police
spokesman,  Saddar
Barooni police held
those who were identi-
fied as Farhat and
Nauman. The accused
were apprehended after
allegedly snatching a
vehicle from a citizen
who had given them a
lift. The police recov-
ered the snatched vehi-
cle and also seized
weapons from their
possession. The
accused had reportedly
threatened the vehicle
owner at gunpoint and
demanded Rs. 5 lakh
for the vehicle's return.
Following the report of
the incident, the Saddar
Barooni Police prompt-
ly registered a case and
carried out the arrests.
SP Saddar Mohammad
Nabil Khokhar praised
the police team for
their swift action. He
emphasized that strict
action would be taken
against those who
deprived citizens of
their valuable assets.
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Ulema's role pivotal
in upholding peace:
Governor

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Governor Punjab Sardar
Salim Haider Khan on
Monday termed the role of
Ulemas as pivotal in
upholding peace in the
society. He underlined the
need of increased responsi-
bilities particularly in coun-
tering the hostile agenda to
sabotage interfaith harmo-
ny in the country.

The governor remarked
this during his visit to
Madrassa Taleem ul Quran
where he met with the
Molana Ashraf Ali, the
head of the madrassa.

He appreciated the role
of the madrassa with
respect to the Khatam e
Nabuwwat (The Finality of

the Prophethood) SAW. He
said the historic madrassa
has been engaged in the
service of religion since the
establishment of Pakistan.
He presented a special trib-

ute to the services of
Maulana Ashraf Ali.
The governor said

Pakistan is the only coun-
try that came into being in
the name of Allah and His
Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him). He stressed for joint
efforts to defeat the notori-
ous designs of the enemy
of the peace in the country.

"We all have to thwart
the plans of the enemies
together", he said. Later,
talking to the media,
Governor Sardar Salim

reiterated his commitment
to serving the people.
Responding to a question,
he said that the doors of
Governor House are open
for CM KPK.

"I will ask Ali Amin
Gandapur to refrain from
spreading unrest", he said
adding that politics could-
n't be run by aggressive
slogans.

"Politics can't be run by
raising Mola Jutt slogans",
he said and asked the KPK
CM to avoid irresponsible
behavior.

The governor con-
demned Gandapur's state-
ment regarding journalists
saying it an 'irresponsible’
statement.

Govt to introduce legislation
for economic development

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz's (PML-N) Senator
Talal Chaudhry on Monday
said that the government
would introduce legislation
for the betterment of econo-
my, political stability and
eradication of terrorism.

Talking to the media, he
said that despite prepara-
tions for six moths the
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) could manage to hold
just a small show near
Sangjani on Sunday. The
people had rejected the
party as evident from the
fact that it had failed to fill
the small ground.

The nation, in fact, want-

ed accountability of the PTI
leadership for May 9 riots,
besides corruption scams of
190  million  pounds,
Toshakhana, tsunami tree
programme and the
Peshawar Metro, he added.

Senator Talal said that
the PTI leaders were doing
politics of protests, sit-ins
and violence. Its activists
attacked the personnel of
Islamabad  Police  on
Sunday night and they
would have to face legal
action on that count.

He claimed that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur only knew to
play gimmicks and over-

play serious issues, and
condemned him for using
derogatory language in his
speech at the Sangjani
meeting.

Talal alleged that the KP
government used public
money and machinery for
the PTI meeting instead of
using the same for the uplift
of the deprived people of
province. He said the PTI
leaders would have to face
the consequences for viola-
tion of the law.

The government, he
said, would not allow any-
one to create chaos and hurl
threats to the national insti-
tutions in the name of so-
called peaceful protest.

Commerce Ministry to hire
company for branding
Pakistani products abroad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan on
Monday informed the
National Assembly that the
ministry was in final stage
to hire a company for
branding and promotion of
various Pakistani products
abroad especially at vari-
ous new markets under
commerce marketing and
branding mechanism.

Replying to various sup-
plementary questions dur-
ing Question Hour, the
minister said that around 20
foreign chefs who partici-
pated at the food exhibition
recently held at Karachi,
also appreciated promotion
of Pakistani mangoes. He
said this year mangoes’
export not only witnessed
sharp increase but there
also were visible difference
in its value addition.

He said during the cur-
rent year, Pakistani man-
goes were marketed across
the world as a mangoes’
diplomacy. For the first
time, all Pakistani missions
organized special one or
two-day events featuring
mangoes diplomacy, he said
and added that 100-300
people including ambassa-
dors were invited to these
events for promotion of
Pakistani mangoes and
products prepared from it.

However, he said that
American and European
countries have some cer-
tain quality compliance
requirement process as
these were included in per-

ishable items, he added

Regarding date, Jam
Kamal said that Pakistan
has huge potential of vari-
ous varieties of date at
Khairpur and some other
areas including
Balochsitan. Soon after,
assuming a charge of the
Ministry of Commerce, a
plan has been chalked out
by the Horticulture
Department in order to
reach out to the farmers so
value additions of various
products including date
besides international com-
pliances could be enhanced.

The minister said that
the Trade Development
Authority did remarkable
job in last 8-9 months
especially in agricultural
sector under trade diplo-
macy. The commerce min-
istry organized a food
exhibition at Karachi in
which over 850 delegates
participated. Some 150
delegates  were  from
European countries, China,
South America, German
and Africa, he added.

Jam Kamal said around
6000 business to business
(B2B) agreements were
signed during the exhibi-
tion. Pakistan exports to
Germany were around $ 2
billion plus and import
stood around $ 700 million,
he added. He said we have
taken various initiatives to
further enhance our trade
with Germany and German
Trade Minister also visited
Pakistan.

Trade Development

Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) regularly partici-
pates in various exhibi-
tions and during FY 2023-
24 eleven trade fairs were
successfully organized in
Germany, he added.

The minister said TDAP
has planned nine interna-
tional exhibitions and two
outgoing delegations for
Germany for B2B engage-
ments. TDAP regularly
conducts the series of
webinars and seminars for
market awareness. German
trade delegations have also
participated in TEXPO,
FoodAg and Engineering
and Healthcare exhibitions
in Pakistan.

He said B2B meetings
were arranged between
German International
Chamber and Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry. Responding
to GSP plus status, he said
Secretariat of National
Compliance Centre would
soon be functional which
would help cope with the
emerging challenges espe-
cially to textile sector.

He said a concept of
National Compliance
Centre mechanism was
developed to address reser-
vations of  European
Parliament regarding
human rights, right to infor-
mation and other interna-
tional compliance etc.

He said the ministry
was engaged with all
stakeholders  including
provinces and we were all
on the same page.
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Mugqam holds meeting with NGOs
working for welfare of refugee

Mugam condemn
CM KP statement about
national institutions

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minster for Kashmir
Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan and SAFRON Engineer Amir
Mugam here on Monday strongly condemned the state-
ment of Chief Minister of Khyber Pukhtunkhaw Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur about the top brass of Pakistan
Muslim League as well as National Institutions.

Addressing a joint press conference with Info
Minister, Amir Muqam said that CM KP badly failed to
show his provincial government performance instead
of that criticizing the performance of federal regime
and Punjab government. The minister highlighted that
CM KP used a derogatory language about the CM
Punjab Marium Nawaz which was very shameful act as
public had rejected the yesterday power show of
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI).

Mugam underlined that Pakhtoon have a good
norms, culture and respect of women in their customs
but CM KP had violated all custom using the negative
remarks about the females in the public gathering. It
was a very alarming situation as the government of
PTI in KPK using all the resources of the government
for vested interest and party promotion campaign.

Mugam blamed that PTI did massive used rescue
vehicles, ambulances, government funds for yesterday
PTI public gathering and forced the government
employees of the province to attend the public gather-
ing otherwise they will be fired.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for States
and Frontier Regions Engr
Amir Mugam on Monday
held meeting with represen-
tatives of Non-
Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) working for the
welfare of Afghan Refugees.

Chairing meeting, he
said that today's meeting
was aimed to strengthen
working coordination
between Ministry and
Non-Governmental
Organizations, said a press
release. "Our priority must
be to provide assistance
and help to maximum peo-
ple," he said.

The minister said that
NGOs should keep in mind
the requirements of the
present day and concen-
trate on the implementation
of projects. He said that the
ministry would also pro-
vide all possible assistance
and coordination.

The Federal Minister
also said that in order to
extend assistance to maxi-
mum needy people NGOs
should identify the issues

currently faced and utilize
the funds accordingly.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary, States and
Frontier Regions Zafar
Hassan, Joint Secretary
SAFRON Agha Waseem
Ahmad and Chief
Commissioner for Afghan
Refugees Abbas Khan.

The representatives of
NGOs briefed in details
Federal Minister about
their respective fields of
working including liveli-
hood improvement and
vocational skills Training
projects  for  Afghan
Refugees and support for
income generation activi-

ties, GBY, WASH,
Psychosocial Support,
education, and health for
refugees

They highlighted the
role of NGOs in national
development and humani-
tarian response in
Pakistan. Federal Minister
Engr Amir Mugam appre-
ciated the briefing given
by representatives NGOs
about their respective
areas of working.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for States and Frontier Regions Engr Amir Muqgam chairs a meeting
of representatives of different NGOs. —APP Photo

Anti-polio campaign starts to
vaccinate 7,86000 children

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
7th anti-polio campaign
begins in Rawalpindi with a
target  population  of
7,86000. Commissioner
Rawalpindi Division Engr.
Amir Khattak inaugurated
the anti-polio campaign by
administering immuniza-
tion shots to young children
here on Monday.

According to the details,
245 UCMOs and 870 area in-
charges have been appointed
across the district for the
campaign. There are 3675

mobile teams, 330 fixed
points and 163 transit points
established in the entire dis-
trict to achieve the target.
During the five day cam-
paign in Lahore Rawalpindi
and Faisalabad and 7 days in
other 12 districts of Punjab,
13.9 million children of age
less then or equal to 5 years
will be vaccinated including
in Rawalpindi, Lahore,
Faisalabad, Chakwal,
Attock, Okara,
Sheikhupura, Gujranwala,
Multan, Bahawalpur,

Bahawalnagar,
Muzaffargarh, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Rahim Yar Khan, and
Rajanpur. On the first day,
01 lakh 60 thousand chil-
dren in Rawalpindi district
are given polio vaccine.
Talking on the occasion
the commissioner said that
the districts have been
selected on the basis of the
degree of spread of polio
cases. He said that polio
eradication is the top prior-
ity of the government for
which the micro plan has

been restructured. "Special
monitoring teams have also
been formed to ensure the
quality of the anti-polio
campaign", he said.

He urged the parents to
cooperate with polio work-
ers to secure the future of
their  children.  Deputy
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Hasan Waqar Cheema, the
Director of Health, the
Coordinator World Health
Organization, and other rele-
vant officers were also pres-
ent at the inaugural event.

Police nab

3 dacoits

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
investigators of the
Homicide  Investigation
Unit (HIU) of Police Station
Shams Colony on Monday
have successfully solved a
shopkeeper's murder case
by arresting three dacoits.
According to Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT)
police spokesperson, fol-
lowing the special direc-
tions of Inspector General
(IG) of Police Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, the ICT Police
intensified crackdown
against the criminal ele-
ments in order to eliminate

| the crime from the city.

Following these direc-

| tions, the HIU police team
‘| used technical and human

resources and succeeded in
apprehending three wanted
members of a snatcher gang.
He said the HIU arrested
three suspects in connection
with the murder of a shop-
keeper brutally killed during

'| a robbery in Shams Colony

on resistance. The accused
were identified as Usman
Ali, Samar and Gul
Rehman, he added.

HIU recovered snatched

cash, documents, motor-

bike and weapons used in

i [ crime from their posses-

sion, he said. During the
preliminary interrogation,

.| the accused confessed to

being involved in numer-
ous snatching activities in
the premises of Shams
Colony police stations,
spokesperson said and
added several cases have
been filed against the sus-
pects at Shams Colony
Police Station.

BISP to empower adolescent
girls through SOPRAN project

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) held its
first National Steering
Committee meeting on the
Adolescent Girls' Nutrition
project on Monday.

The meeting, presided
over by Director General
BISP (NSER/CCT), Naveed
Akbar, was organized to
discuss the SOPRAN proj-
ect, which leverages social
protection initiatives to
improve adolescent girls'
nutrition and empowers
them as change agents in
their communities.

The key stakeholders
present included represen-
tatives from GIZ, Nutrition
International, CERP,
provincial Departments of
Education, Health, and
Food Authorities, along
with other national and
international partners.

In his opening remarks,
Naveed Akbar emphasized
the critical importance of
addressing the widespread
malnutrition among adoles-
cent girls in Pakistan. With
over 50 percent of girls
affected by anemia and a
significant portion suffer-
ing from other micronutri-
ent deficiencies, this initia-
tive is timely and essential.

The DG highlighted the
project’s focus on integrat-
ing nutrition into social
protection, such as the pro-
vision of iron-folic acid
supplements, and the
importance of cross-sec-
toral  collaboration in

health, education, and

social protection for its suc-

cessful implementation.
The SOPRAN project,

spanning seven  districts
including Faisalabad, Swat,
Shaheed Benazirabad,

Quetta, Kotli, Skardu, and
Islamabad aims to provide
comprehensive nutrition edu-
cation, access to fortified
foods, and community-driven
behavior change initiatives.

This approach  will
enable adolescent girls to
become pivotal agents of
change in their families,
contributing to improved
family nutrition through
enhanced knowledge,
dietary practices, and inter-
generational dialogue.

Dr. Franz von Roenne
from GIZ and other key
partners shared detailed
project objectives, including
the distribution of iron and
folate supplements, the for-
tification of wheat flour, and
capacity building for local
actors involved in health,
education, and nutrition.

The discussions also
explored ways to integrate
food supplements into local
food systems sustainably.

In  his  concluding
remarks, Naveed Akbar
stressed the importance of
ongoing collaboration and
the need for provincial and
district-level coordination to
ensure the project's success.
He called for the nomination
of focal persons from all rel-
evant departments to ensure
seamless communication

and implementation of the
project phases.

The meeting concluded
with a call to action,
emphasizing the need for
continued  efforts  to
improve adolescent girls’
nutrition and to foster their
roles as agents of change in
their communities.

Chairperson BISP con-
ducts E-Katcheri session
to address beneficiaries’
concerns: Chairperson of
the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), Senator
Rubina Khalid conducted a
live E-Katcheri session at
BISP Headquarters on
Monday to listen to the con-
cerns of beneficiaries.

During the session,
Senator Rubina Khalid
directly interacted with ben-
eficiaries via BISP's official
Facebook account, listening
to their concerns and issu-
ing immediate directives for
the resolution of their com-
plaints. Over the course of
the one-hour live session,
34 people from across the
country called in.

The callers asked ques-
tions related to their enroll-
ment in the Benazir Income
Support Programme, eligi-
bility criteria, and stipend
information for the Benazir
Kafaalat, Taleemi Wazaif,

and  Nashonuma  pro-
grammes. Senator Rubina
Khalid addressed their

queries in real time and
instructed  officers to
resolve the issues on an
urgent basis.




kets.
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(15,000 tons cotton exported\

KABUL (BNA): Haji Din Mohammad
Ahmadzai, Head of the Northern Cotton
Traders Union, has announced the export
of 15,000 tons of cotton to foreign mar-
Speaking to the Bakhtar News
Agency, Ahmadzai stated that most of this
cotton was exported from Balkh province
to Pakistan and China over the past year.
He urged the farmers in Balkh to collect
cotton in fabric sacks to prevent quality
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Artifacts handed over

KABUL (BNA): Directorate of Information
and Culture in Paktia has officially received
33 historical artifacts recently discovered
and transferred them to National Museum.
Mawlawi Sawab Jan Islam Yar, head of the
Directorate of Information and Culture
informed that the artifacts include coins,
small pottery items, and statues. The transfer
was conducted in the presence of several
government officials, emphasizing the cul-
\tural significance of these artifacts.
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Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

OIC, Turkey discuss
Afghan support

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
special representative of the
OIC (Organization of Isl-
amic Cooperation) Secr-
etary General to Afghan-
istan, Ambassador Tariq Ali
Bakhit, met with Turkey’s
Deputy Foreign Minister
and Director General for
South Asia to discuss the
situation in Afghanistan.
According to the organi-
zation’s statement, both
sides emphasized their sup-
port for the Afghan people
and discussed the Doha
process on Afghanistan,
constructive talks with the
interim government offi-
cials regarding girls’ educa-
tion, women’s rights,
counter-terrorism efforts,
and humanitarian issues.
The OIC statement said:
“Both discussed the UN’s

Doha Process

Afghanistan and efforts of
the OIC and the Republic
of Tiirkiye to support the
Afghan people and pursue
constructive dialogue with
the de facto authorities on
various issues, including
girls’ education, women’s
rights, counter-terrorism,
and humanitarian aspects.”

Tariq Ali Bakhit also men-
tioned in the meeting that the
OIC is working in accor-
dance with the decisions of
the Council of Foreign
Ministers of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
regarding Afghanistan.

But what has been the
role of the OIC in address-
ing Afghanistan’s issues so
far?

Moeen Gul Samkani, a
political analyst said: “The

OIC group, which includes
Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Qatar, and Turkey, can ini-
tially establish stability
among themselves and
eventually lead to a meet-
ing.”

Fazlur Rahman Oria,
another political affairs
expert, said: “The chal-
lenges Afghanistan faces,
especially sanctions and
many other problems, have
seen the OIC’s role as min-
imal and relatively insignif-
icant in resolving these
issues.”

Previously, the acting
Foreign Minister, in the
50th session of the OIC
Council of Foreign Minis-
ters, said that Afghanistan
has been the target of a
propaganda war and biased
reports.

WHO donates 20 tons of
medigine to Afghanistan

| =
KABUL (Khaama Press):

The World Health
Organization (WHO) has
announced the delivery of
approximately 20 metric
tons of medicines and med-
ical equipment to health
centers in five northern
provinces of Afghanistan.
In a statement, the WHO
reported on its X page that
the medical supplies inc-
lude pneumonia, measles,
and cholera virus kits and
surgical and dressing sets.
According to the WHO,
these supplies will be dis-

tributed to 11 health centers
and 12 hospitals in the
northern  provinces of
Afghanistan. The organiza-
tion estimates that around
4,000 patients will benefit
from these medical supplies
and medicines.

Previously, the WHO
had also reported sending
eight tons of medicine to a
hospital in Badakhshan
province. With these latest
aid shipments, the WHO
aims to provide medical
services to over 30,000
people over the next three

months.

The WHO’s continued
support highlights the

urgent need for medical aid
in Afghanistan. The health-
care system has faced sig-
nificant challenges due to
reduced funding and dis-
ruptions in aid over the past
three years.

These efforts are crucial
in addressing the ongoing
shortages of medicine and
medical equipment and
ensuring that vulnerable
populations receive the care
they need.

Authorities blame
UNESCO

GHOR (Khaama Press):
The Deputy Minister of
Information and Culture of
Taliban, Atiqullah Azizi,
has stated that international
organizations, particularly
UNESCO, have failed to
protect the Minaret of Jam.

Azizi mentioned that
the historic minaret, which
recent devastating floods
have not damaged,
remains at risk from natu-
ral disasters.

Reports indicate that
Azizi criticized internation-
al cultural organizations for
not fulfilling their duties in
safeguarding this ancient
monument during his visit

to Ghor.

Azizi traveled to
Shahrak District in Ghor
with a technical team to
assess potential damage
and risks to the Minaret of
Jam. The Taliban Prime
Minister has assigned a del-
egation led by the Ministry
of Information and Culture
to find solutions for
strengthening and protect-
ing the minaret.

The Minaret of Jam is
one of Afghanistan’s most
significant historical land-
marks. It was built around
1194 AD by Sultan Ghiyath
al-Din Muhammad Ghuri
of the Ghurid dynasty. It is

considered a masterpiece of
Ghurid Islamic architecture
but has been at risk in
recent years due to changes
in river paths and inade-
quate maintenance.

The recent criticism
highlights the urgent need
for international support
and action to preserve the
Minaret of Jam, a key piece
of Afghanistan’s cultural
heritage.

Ensuring its protection
and maintenance is crucial
not only for preserving its
historical value but also for
safeguarding the broader
cultural legacy of the
region.

Afghan
national
executed

in Iran

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The human rights organiza-
tion Haal-Vash has reported
that six prisoners, including
an Afghan national, were
executed by the Islamic
Republic at the central
prison in Zahedan.

In a statement released
on Monday, September 9,
the organization confirmed
that the execution of these
six individuals, including
the Afghan citizen, took
place at the central prison
in Zahedan.

According to the human
rights organization, the
Afghan national was identi-
fied as Noor Mohammad
Noori, who was executed
on charges related to drug
offenses. He was from
Nimroz province and had
been detained in 2020 for
drug-related crimes.

The organization identi-
fied three other individuals
executed as Saeed
Hosseini, Farzad Sanjooli,
and a person with the last
name “Rooidini.”

The increase in execu-
tions in Iran, including
those of Afghan citizens,
has become a significant

concern among human
rights organizations.
Previously, UN human

rights experts had warned
about a dramatic rise in
executions in Iran, noting
that 400 people, including
15 women, have been exe-
cuted this year alone.
Reports indicate that 11
Afghan nationals were exe-
cuted last month in Iran on
drug-related charges. Hum-
an rights organizations con-
tinue to call for a halt to the
death penalty for all con-
demned individuals in Iran.

HRC session
to begin with
focus on
Afghanistan

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The Acting Permanent
Representative of Afgha-
nistan to the UN Human
Rights Council (HRC) has
announced the start of the
57th council session in
Geneva, emphasizing that
the human rights situation
in Afghanistan will be a
key topic of discussion.

In a video posted on X,
Nasir Ahmad Andisha
explained that the 57th ses-
sion of the UN Human
Rights Council began
today, September 9, and
will continue for the next
two days.

He noted that examining
the human rights situation
in Afghanistan will be one
of the main subjects of this
session, and the mandate of
Richard Bennett, the
United Nations Human
Rights Council’s Special
Rapporteur, will be extend-
ed during the meeting.

Mr. Andisha also men-
tioned that Volker Turk, the
UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights, will
present his report on human
rights violations.

The ongoing session
underscores the interna-
tional community’s contin-
ued focus on Afghanistan’s
human rights issues.

Women-only
offers serene

"‘

HERAT CITY (Pajhwok):
A female entrepreneur in
western Herat province has
invested 1.5 million afgha-
nis to open a café exclu-
sively for women.

The cafe, named “Café
Latte,” offers not only food
and beverages, but also a
serene environment for
women to study and
exchange ideas.

Despite the overall decl-
ine in women’s employ-
ment following the political
changes and re-establish-
ment of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan over the

past three years, statistics
show an increase in women
turning to small businesses
in Herat province.

Marjan  Azizi, the
founder of Café Latte,
shared with  Pajhwok
Afghan News that she cre-
ated this café to inspire and
provide a supportive work
environment for women.
Initially starting with a
modest setup, the positive
reception from female cus-
tomers led her to expand
the business.

Azizi noted that her café,
which has been open for

café in Herat
environment

several months, attracts
numerous women daily. It
offers a range of services,
including food, coffee, and
access to books in a calm,
female-focused setting.

She has invested nearly
1.5 million afghanis in the
café and has employed
seven women, contributing
to local employment.

Azizi emphasized the
importance of adhering to
government regulations,
which has enabled her to
successfully establish and
operate her business.

She also highlighted the
need for continued security
and peace to attract both
domestic and international
customers.

The establishment of this
women-only café has been
well-received by the local
community.

Sara Sadat, a customer,
praised the café for its com-
fort and the absence of
male patrons, which she
feels enhances the experi-
ence for women.

Hasiba Barakzai, anoth-
er customer, expressed her
appreciation for the café,
noting that it provides a
great space for reading and
socializing with friends.
She also commended the
reasonable prices of the
food and drinks.

Officials  from  the
Women’s Chamber of
Commerce and Investment
in the western zone of the
country also welcomed the
café, noting that it provides
a comfortable space for
women to dine and study.

Behnaz Saljoqi, head of
the Women’s Chamber of
Commerce and Investment
in the Western Zone, stated,
“We had not invested in the
café sector until women
managed it. Thankfully,
following the success of
Café Latte, another
women-run café is set to
open soon.”

Saljoqi added in these
cafés offered women
served women, enhancing
the overall experience.

Afghanistan, Turkmenistan
to expand fiber optic ties

KABUL  (TOLOnews):
Najibullah Haqqani, the
Acting Minister of Tele-
communications and
Information Technology,
has emphasized the expan-
sion of fiber optic networks
in the country.

In a meeting with the
Turkmenistan ambassador
in Kabul, Haqqani descri-
bed Ashgabat’s relations
with Afghanistan as friend-
ly and emphasized the need
for cooperation between the
two countries in the stable
economic sector.

According to Enayat-
ullah Alkozai, the spokes-
person for the ministry, the
Turkmenistan ambassador
also assured the caretaker
government of bilateral
cooperation in the expan-
sion of fiber optics and
cybersecurity during this
meeting.

The spokesperson of the
Ministry of Communi-
cations and Information
Technology  said that
Khawaja Awadov, Turkm-
enistan’s ambassador in
Kabul, discussed with the
acting minister how the
project in Afghanistan can

i

be completed more effec-
tively and successfully.
They also discussed future
legal issues arising from the
expansion of fiber optics
and cybersecurity.

Some economic experts
consider  Afghanistan’s
connection via fiber optics
to be beneficial in reducing
internet costs and improv-
ing its quality.

Abdul Nasir Rishtya, an

economic affairs expert,
said: ““I think if we can con-
nect through fiber optics,
both the prices will
decrease, and the quality of
the internet will increase.
When the TAPI project
moves forward, the railway
line, fiber optic line, and
energy will also advance.”
Mir Shakib Mir, another
economic expert, said:
“With advanced fiber optic

- Tl
infrastructure,  Afghani-
stan’s access to digital serv-
ices such as e-commerce, e-
banking, and online educa-
tion will increase.”
Officials at Ministry of
Communications and Infor-
mation Technology also said
that the expansion of fiber
optics in Afghanistan will
lead to a reduction in internet
costs and an improvement in
its quality nationwide.

Balkh farmers decry import of
low-quality agro-chemicals

MAZAR-I-SHARIF
(Pajhwok): Farmers and
gardeners in northern Balkh
province are expressing
their frustration over what
they say poor quality agri-
cultural medicines import-
ed into the country.

They argue these sub-
standard products are caus-
ing more harm than good to
their crops.

Balkh is renowned for its
melons, watermelons, alm-
onds, grapes, and cotton,
but these crops often suffer
from natural disasters and
diseases that reduce yields.

In response, farmers pur-
chase agro-medicines to
combat these issues, but
they claim that these prod-
ucts frequently fail to deliv-
er benefits and, in many
cases, exacerbate problems.

Abdul Matin, a farmer
from Chahar Bulak district,
told Pajhwok Afghan News

that he routinely sprays his
cotton crop with-medicines
to prevent pests and
achieve a good harvest.
However, he found these
medicines often caused
damage than relief.
According to Matin, medi-
cines do not effectively
control pests and diseases,
and in case of a higher
yield, the quality suffers.
Matin called on the gov-
ernment to take stronger
measures to ensure the
quality of agricultural med-
icines being imported.
Similarly, Ajab Khan,
another  farmer  from
Shikaibay village,
expressed frustration over
the inefficacy of medicines
and fertilizers. Despite
spending significant
amounts of money, Khan
lamented no improvement
in crop yields and often
found the chemicals harm-

ing his crops.

Khan said ideally one
acre of land should produce
ten bales of cotton with the
use of proper fertilizers and
pesticides. Instead, he
experienced a drop in yield
to just two or three bales
due to the harmful effects
of the chemicals.

Sellers of these medi-
cines in Balkh argue that
some farmers used to buy
medicines unprofessional
sources and using them
incorrectly.

Noor Muhammad, a sell-
er of such medicines, sug-
gests that improper use and
inexperience contribute to
the problems.

He advocates buying
medicines from certified
professionals and using
them according to expert
guidance to avoid crop
damage.

The Balkh Agriculture,

Irrigation, and Livestock
Department acknowledges
the farmers’ concerns and
says efforts are ongoing to
address the issue.

Mohammad  Hussain
Azimi, Promotion Manager
at the department, said that
measures are being taken to
curb the importation of
low-quality medicines. The
department’s monitoring
team conducts weekly
inspections of medicine
stores, removing and
destroying substandard and
expired products.

Despite these efforts,
farmers feel that more
decisive action is needed.
They urge the authorities to
ensure that only profes-
sional and knowledgeable
vendors are allowed to sell
agricultural and animal
medicines, to better safe-
guard their crops and
livelihoods.

Azizi calls for urgent preservation
measures of Mlnaret of J am

<&

KABUL (BNA): Mawlawi Atiqullah

Azizi,

and Culture, visited the

Minaret of Jam in the Shahrak district
of Ghor province during his recent

tour of the region.

According to a statement from
BNA, Mawlawi Azizi noted that
while recent floods in the Jam River
have not caused any apparent damage
to the ancient minaret, there remains
a significant risk from future floods

and natural disasters.

Key areas of concern were identi-
fied, and immediate measures are

planned to address them.

He further explained that, follow-
ing directives from the Office of the
Prime Minister, a joint technical team
led by the Ministry of Information
and Culture and involving several
other ministries has been formed to
develop and implement a comprehen-
sive, long-term plan for the stabiliza-
tion and preservation of the minaret.

Deputy Minister of Culture _
and Art at the Ministry of Information

historic

and intact.

Dismissing rumors
minaret’s structural instability as
unfounded, Mawlawi Azizi assured
that the monument remains upright

He also criticized international
cultural organizations,
UNESCO, for not adequately fulfill-

about the

ing their responsibilities regarding
the foundational preservation of the
Minaret of Jam in recent years. He
expressed hope that these organiza-

tions would take tangible actions in

particularly

the future, emphasizing that their
commitments should go beyond mere
rhetoric.

Khost youth imparts education
to dozens of poor children

KHOST CITY (Pajhwok):
Dozens of children, includ-
ing girls, from destitute
families and orphans have
been provided education
opportunity by a volunteer
in  southeastern Khost
province.

The less fortunate and
orphaned children belong
to internally displaced peo-
ple (IDPs) from different
areas of the province in
Farar area of the provincial
capital, Khost City.

The volunteer youth
Abdul Malik Jawhar told
Pajwhok Afghan News that
he has been teaching these
children in morning and
afternoon shifts in his
house since last two
months.

Jawhar said: “These
children work labourer dur-
ing day time and their num-
ber exceeds 50, half of

them are girls and we teach
them some basics of educa-
tion such as alphabets,
Islamic studies and some
other subjects to know their
rights and the God
almighty.”

“As a youth, I consider it
my responsibility to convey
my education to the next
generation,” he said. He
called on governmental and
non-governmental institu-
tions to help him in his mis-
sion.

Jawhar added: “Right
now the process of chil-
dren’s education runs on
our own support and with
some assistance of other
individuals, we buy sta-
tionery and books, the chil-
dren are in dire economic
situation, they cannot sup-
port themselves and we
even do their hair cut.”

The children expressed

their pleasure for being
taught and one of them
Ehsan, 9, told Pajhwok: “I
have been studying here
since past two months, I am
happy and I can write mine
and my father’s names in
both Pashto and English.”

Khkula, an 8 years old
girl, said she wanted to
become a doctress in the
future. She said: “I study
here and I want to be a doc-
tress in the future and learn
ethics too.”

However, local residents
say such attempts by the
youth do not go in vain, but
children of hundreds of
families are deprived of
education facilities.

A local individual
Mohammad Shareef said:
“No doubt, these children
will learn something and it
will leave a positive impact
on their future. We hope

that the government or
other humanitarian organi-
zations will build a school
for these boys and girls.”

Local education depart-
ment officials admit there
are 452 local literacy class-
es in the provincial capital
and its districts and nearly
7,000 students are studying
in these local classes.

The officials add they
plan to set up more commu-
nity-based classes in areas
deprived from such facili-
ties.

Spokesman for Khost
education department
Qasim Jan Qasimi told
Pajhwok: “The education
department targeted some
deprived areas in a survey,
we hope such areas will be
included in the framework
of the Education Ministry.”

Sunday, September 8,
marked global literacy day.




Disappearance of four brothers

PHC CJ transfer
case to court after
involvement of cop

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
High Court ordered investi-
gation officer to include
Station House Officer
Hayatabad into the recov-
ery of four enforced disap-
peared  brothers from
Hayatabad, on Monday.

During the hearing of the
case, Justice Iljaz Anwar
remarked that there is no
independent institution in
the country, National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) has
closed its eyes, and the
police should be made
independent. If the police
are not independent, the sit-
uation will not improve.
Give police the authority so
that they do not follow any-
one's instructions.

The case has been ongo-
ing for over three months,
but the investigation has
not been completed yet.
The court had ordered the
police to recover the miss-
ing persons and present
them before the court, but
the police failed to do so.
Therefore, a Joint
Investigation Team (JIT)
was formed, but the miss-
ing persons have not been
recovered yet.

The lawyer for the peti-
tioner told the court that six
months ago, four brothers,
Usman Khan Alkuzai,
Muhammad Nasser, Abdul
Waris, and Zahoor Shah
Alkuzai, were taken from
their home in Hayatabad by
armed men. Despite the
passage of time, it is not
known who took them. The
court had ordered the police
to investigate and recover
the missing persons, but the
police failed to do so.

Justice Ijaz Anwar said
that the country has no
independent institutions,
and NADRA has closed its
eyes. The Chief Justice
transferred the case to
another court after identify-
ing a police officer
involved in the kidnapping.

related to terrorism.

High Court grants transit bail
to Jamshed Dasti till 30th

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Justice Peshawar High Court
(PHC) Justice Ishtiaq Ibrahim has granted transit bail to
Member National Assembly from Muzaffargarh named
Jamshed Dasti and a member of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) till 30th September directed him to appear
before the relevant courts, on Monday.

Chief Justice Ishfaq Ibrahim of the Peshawar High
Court heard three separate protective bail applications
filed by Jamshed Dasti. During the hearing, the lawyer
for the petitioner, Ali Zaman Advocate, appeared before
the court. The counsel told the court that petitioner is a
member of the PTI and that the Punjab government has
registered three different FIRs against him, including
sections related to terrorism. He informed the court that
one FIR was registered in DG Khan, one in Rahim Yar
Khan, and one in Muzaffargarh, alleging that Jamshed
Dasti had committed various crimes on different occa-
sions. The Rahim Yar Khan FIR also includes a section

The lawyer argued that Jamshed Dasti is a peaceful
citizen and has the trust of the people, as he was recent-
ly elected as a member of the National Assembly.
However, the Punjab government is targeting him for|
political revenge and has registered three cases against
him. On the previous day, he was attending a meeting at
the Chief Minister's House in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
when he was informed that three FIRs had been regis-
tered against him. He then approached the Peshawar|
High Court for relief. The lawyer told the court that the
three FIRs were registered at different locations, and the
petitioner needs time to present himself before the
courts. The court accepted his request and granted pro-
tective bail till 30th September.

Justice Ijaz Anwar said that
the police should be made
independent so that they do
not follow anyone's instruc-
tions.

The Additional Attorney
General told the court that
one of the Alkuzai brothers
is involved in the kidnap-
ping and should be arrest-
ed. The petitioner's lawyer
told the court that the SHO
Hayatabad police station
where the incident
occurred has not been
included in the investiga-
tion by the JIT.

Justice [jaz Anwar asked
the investigative officer if
he had investigated the
SHO, to which the officer
replied that he had not. The
petitioner's lawyer told the

court that the SHO's car can
be seen in the CCTV
footage, and Justice ljaz
Anwar ordered the inves-
tigative officer to provide
the footage and include the
SHO in the investigation.

The court ordered the
SHO of Hayatabad police
station to be included in the
investigation and to double-
check the identification of
the accused, and adjourned
the hearing of the case.

Moreover, Special
Federal Secretary’s Interior,
Additional Chief Secretary
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Abid
Majeed and Additional
Advocate General along
with Investigation Officer
were present before PHC
during the hearing.

Fuel tanker explosion
in Nigeria kills 59

NIGER (AFP): A fuel
tanker exploded after col-
liding with a truck carrying
passengers and cattle in
northern Nigeria, killing at
least 59 people, a rescue
agency said on Monday.
Initially, 48 people were
reported killed in the inci-
dent in  north-central
Nigeria on Sunday.

Photographs released by
the Niger State Emergency
Management Agency
(SEMA) showed workers
burying more than a dozen
blackened and charred bod-
ies of victims from
Sunday’s early morning
incident. Images showed
burned-out shells of the
vehicles, one still billowing
with smoke and flames
after the incident in Niger’s
Agaie local government
district.

Ibrahim Husseini, the
spokesman for the Niger
SEMA, told AFP that the
number of fatalities had
risen to 59 on Monday from
an earlier toll of 52 when
more victims were discov-
ered in the wreckage and
one of the injured died. On
Sunday, most of the victims
were given a mass burial.
“It is possible that more
dead bodies could be dis-
covered,” Husseini said in a

text message.

The explosion happened
after a petrol tanker loaded
with PMS (fuel) collided
with a trailer truck loaded
with travellers and cattle,
according to SEMA. Two
other vehicles, a crane and
a pickup truck, were also
involved, it added, while
more than 50 cattle were
burnt alive. Niger State
Governor Mohammed
Umaru Bago expressed
sadness over the “colossal”
loss, urging local residents
to remain calm.

President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu’s office said that the
president had “directed rel-
evant federal agencies in
transportation and road
infrastructure to redouble
their efforts and work with
state  governments  to
enhance the safety and
security of travellers and
residents”.

Fuel tanker explosions
are common in Africa’s
most populous nation,
where roads can be poorly
maintained, and residents
often look to siphon off fuel
following accidents.
According to the Federal
Road Safety Commission
(FRSC), more than 5,000
people died in road acci-
dents in Nigeria in 2023,

compared to nearly 6,500
the previous year.

However, according to
the World Health
Organisation, the figures do
not take into account acci-
dents not reported to the
authorities. It estimates
annual road accident deaths
in Nigeria to be nearly
40,000, in a report pub-
lished last year. Deadly
fires and explosions also
happen in the fuel and oil
infrastructure in Nigeria,
one of the continent’s
largest crude producers
where petroleum theft is a
major issue. Accidents
involving tankers are fre-
quent in the country, with
the FRSC recording 1,531,
causing 535 deaths, in
2020. Two years ago,
around 110 people died
when an illegal oil refinery
exploded in  southern
Nigeria.

Nigeria recently faced
serious fuel shortages after
the National Petroleum
Company Ltd (NNPCL)
said it was struggling with
debts to suppliers. A sudden
increase in fuel prices by
NNPCL last week has
added to the financial bur-
den for Nigerians already
coping with a cost-of-living
crisis.

Israeli attack Kkills 18
people in central Syria

GAZA: Israeli missiles have
killed at least 18 people in
central Syria, and dozens
have been wounded, the
health minister says. A mili-
tary source told the state-
controlled SANA news, the
Israeli enemy launched an
air aggression from the
direction of northwestern
Lebanon, targeting a num-
ber of military sites in the
central region [of Syria].”
“Our air defence systems
confronted the aggression’s
missiles and shot down
some of them,” the source
added, without providing
further details. Speaking to

reporters, Syrian Health
Minister Hassan al-
Ghabbash described the

strikes as a “brutal and bar-
baric aggression”. He said
18 people were killed and
nearly 40 people were
wounded.  Minister  of
Electricity Mohammad al-
Zamel said the strikes had
also caused “truly signifi-
cant” damage to water and

electricity infrastructure.

“This brutal attack target-
ed civilian targets, and the
martyrs were mostly civil-
ians as were the wounded,”
he said. The attack also
sparked a fire and caused
damage near the city of
Masyaf in Hama province,
according to SANA. Two
regional intelligence
sources said a major mili-
tary research centre for
chemical arms production
located near Masyaf had
been hit several times,
Reuters reported. A team of
Iranian military experts
involved in weapons pro-
duction was believed to be
working at the site, the news
agency added.

Local media also report-
ed strikes around the coastal
city of Tartous. On Monday
afternoon, a charred car
remained at the scene of one
strike and smoke was still
rising from some spots
where fires had been put
out. The Israeli military

commonly does not com-
ment on its operations in
Syria.

Israeli jets have often
launched attacks against
Syria from Lebanon, likely
in a bid to avoid Syrian air-
space, where multiple
regional and international
forces, including those of
Russia and the United
States, operate. Throughout
Syria’s 13-year war, Israel
has regularly carried out air
raids in the country, mostly
targeting Iran-linked sites.
Sunday’s attack comes amid
growing regional tensions
with Iranian officials still
pledging to respond to the
assassination of Hamas
chief Ismail Haniyeh in
Tehran in July.

Iran, which maintains a
military presence in Syria,
had promised “harsh pun-
ishment” for Israel, but no
Iranian attack has materi-
alised more than 40 days
after the assassination. —
Arab News

The

State resources
being used
against PT1,
says Shibli

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
leader Senator Shibli Faraz
has stated that all state
resources are being used
against PTL.

Speaking during a
Senate session on Monday,
the senator remarked that
no matter how many fig-
ures are manipulated, infla-
tion remains unchecked.
“The country is heading
towards institutional col-
lapse, and the finance min-
ister is left with no
options,” he claimed,
adding that government
members have turned the
House into a chaotic mar-
ket.

He noted that while PTI
governed the country for
three years, the current
government has been in
power for 40 years and has
led the country to ruin. He
told the members of the
House don’t pass the laws
that you have to regret.

Karsaz
accident driver
denied bail in

drug case
F.P. Report

KARACHI: A judicial
magistrate on Monday
denied post-arrest bail to
Natasha Danish the
driver booked in the Karsaz
accident — in a case filed
against her by the police
after her medical report
showed she was under the
influence of methampheta-
mine (crystal meth).

After being granted bail
by the sessions court, the
defence counsel and state
prosecutor Muzafar
Soomro appeared before
Judicial Magistrate (East)
Muhammad Raza Ansari to
argue on a separate bail
application filed in the drug
case. The defence argued
that the investigating
offi-cer had ‘“manipulated
the blood and urine sam-
ples” taken from his client.

The state prosecutor
opp-osed the bail applica-
tion and after hearing the
arguments  the  court
reserved its order. The
order, given today by Judge
Ansari, said that Danish’s
lawyer could not satisfy the
court regarding section 11
(drinking liable to tazir) of
the Prohibition
(Enforcement of Hadd)
Order (PEHO) of 1979,
adding that the claim of
blood and urine samples
being manipulated was
false.

“There is nothing as
such in the police’s file,”
the court said. It said that
the nine objections raised
by the suspect’s family had
“no legal value”, adding
that it was surprising that a
“highly educated woman”
was driving under the influ-
ence. It observed that
granting the suspect bail in
the drug case would “have
a negative impact on socie-
ty”. The order was subse-
quently challenged before
the Additional District and
Sessions Judge (East)
Shahid Ali Memon.

Hafiz Naeem
blames
Sindh govt

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) Emir Hafiz

Naeemur Rehman On
Monday slammed the
Sindh government for

continuously neglecting
Karachi.

The JI emir made these
remarks in a press confer-
ence in Karachi where he
accused the Sindh gov-
ernment of extracting all
resources from Karachi
and giving nothing in
return.

He  criticised the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) led provincial gov-
ernment for destroying
Karachi to the hilt despite
being in power for sixteen
years, adding that the JI
mandate was stolen in the
local government elec-
tions. He said that the
PPP government had not
sublet the powers, adding
that all those parties rul-
ing in Karachi were
responsible for its miser-
able situation.

Speaking about inflat-
ed power bills and dis-
crimination meted out to
smaller provinces in the
electricity bills, the JI
emir said that the
Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) brought
the country on the cusp of
danger, adding that for-
mer PM Nawaz Sharif
announced reduction in
power bills alongside his
daughter as if he was giv-
ing it as a charity.
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ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari interacting with ANP leader, Senator Aimal Wali Khan during

a dinner hosted at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

GCC strengthens ties with Russia,
India, Brazil at Riyadh summit

RIYADH: The 161st Ministerial
Council meeting of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, chaired by
Qatari Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani and
attended by GCC ministers of foreign
affairs, was held in Riyadh on
Monday.

On the sidelines of the meeting,
the GCC held three separate ministe-
rial meetings with Russia, India and
Brazil to open new horizons for coop-
eration. The seventh GCC-Russia
strategic dialogue ministerial meeting
was held with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov, the GCC-
India meeting with Indian Minister of
External Affairs Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, and the GCC-Brazil
meeting with Brazilian Foreign
Minister Mauro Vieira.

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan and Deputy Foreign
Minister Waleed Elkhereiji attended
all the meetings. GCC Secretary-
General Jasem Albudaiwi underlined
that the joint ministerial meetings aim
to strengthen strategic relations with
countries and organizations.
Participants examined GCC-Russian
relations and explored opportunities
to strengthen and expand coopera-
tion. They also discussed the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine crisis and the interna-
tional community’s efforts to achieve
a peaceful resolution and support ini-
tiatives aimed at ensuring global
peace and security.

The meeting emphasized the need
for increased coordination on region-
al and international issues, as well as
the importance of multilateral coop-
eration and stronger economic collab-
oration to achieve the global
Sustainable Development Goals.

Albudaiwi underlined that the meet-
ing is “a continuation of the consider-
able efforts made by both sides to
strengthen friendly relations that ful-
fill their aspirations, particularly
given that this dialogue serves as a
permanent platform for discussion at
the ministerial level, as it facilitates
the exchange of views on key issues
of mutual concern, including threats
to regional and global security, as
well as exploring ways to enhance
cooperation in various fields to serve
common interests.”

He also reaffirmed the GCC’s soli-
darity with the Palestinian people,
demanding an immediate and perma-
nent ceasefire and an end to military
operations by Israel’s occupying
forces, and stressing the importance
of ensuring access to all humanitarian
and relief aid and essential needs for
the residents of Gaza, alleviating the
suffering of the Palestinian people.
During the first GCC-India meeting,
Albudaiwi said that the relations
between the GCC countries and India
are historical and deep rooted,
extending over several centuries and
built on foundations of mutual trust
and fruitful cooperation, stating that
these relations continuously witness
significant developments, reflecting
the strong will of both parties to
enhance the partnership in various
fields.

The meeting covered a range of
topics, including the joint action plan
and ways of bolstering cooperation
between the GCC and India.
Discussions also focused on reinforc-
ing bilateral and multilateral coordi-
nation to enhance international secu-
rity and peace. Albudaiwi said:
“Today's meeting will contribute to
strengthen the ties between us and

open new horizons for joint coopera-
tion, as we stand before a great
opportunity to enhance collaboration
in the various areas addressed in the
memorandum of understanding and
to implement the joint action plan
that has been reached between the
GCC and India for the period (2024-
2028).”

In his opening remarks, Jaishankar
said: “Our meeting today is not just
an occasion to reflect on our achieve-
ments but an opportunity to chart an
ambitious and far-reaching course for
the future. “The relationship between
India and the GCC is rooted in a rich
tapestry of history, culture, and
shared values. These bonds have
grown stronger with time, evolving
into partnerships that span econom-
ics, energy, defense, technology, edu-
cation, people-to-people ties, and
beyond,” the Indian minister said.

Jaishankar said that the framework
to grow GCC-India cooperation
details “the three Ps: people, prosper-
ity, progress.” He said that close to
nine million Indians live and work in
the GCC. “Our interactions are key to
driving prosperity in the GCC and in
India.” The Indian minister also
emphasized that the GCC is a corner-
stone of energy supply. The meeting
discussed several reports regarding
the implementation of decisions
made by the Supreme Council of the
GCC during the 44th summit held in
Doha in December 2023. The meet-
ing also reviewed memoranda and
reports submitted by the ministerial
and technical committees and the
GCC General Secretariat, as well as
topics related to dialogues and strate-
gic relations between GCC member
states and various countries and glob-
al blocs. — Arab News

Bangladesh to extradite
former PM from India

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s
International Crimes Tribu-
nal (ICT) says it is taking
steps to secure the extradi-

ecutor,

accused of ruling the coun-
try with an iron fist during
her 15-year reign, is being

said Hasina,

killing of her

abuses, including the mass
detention and extrajudicial

opponents, Hasina’s gov-

US, UK
strike Houthi
largets

AL-MUKALLA: US and
UK jets struck Houthi targets
in Yemen’s western province
of Hodeidah on Monday, the

political

tion of ousted leader Sheikh
Hasina from neighbouring
India. The chief prosecutor
of the body said that the
legal process to bring
Hasina back to Bangladesh,
to face trial for the deadly
violence waged by the
authorities before she was
unseated by mass protests
in August, has started.
Following weeks of
protests and a vicious
crackdown by authorities,
Hasina fled by a military
helicopter on August 5 and
landed at an airbase near
New Delhi seeking refuge.
Her presence in India has
affected relations between
Dhaka and New Delhi, and
a diplomatic dispute is pos-
sible as Bangladesh moves
to bring her back to face
trial. Mohammad Tajul
Islam, the ICT’s chief pros-

sought for her role in over-
seeing “massacres” during
the uprising.

“As the main perpetra-
tor has fled the country, we
will start the legal proce-
dure to bring her back,” he
told reporters.
“Bangladesh has a crimi-
nal extradition treaty with
India which was signed in
2013,  while  Sheikh
Hasina’s government was
in power,” Islam added.
“As she has been made the
main accused of the mas-
sacres in Bangladesh, we
will try to legally bring her
back to Bangladesh to face
trial.”

The ICT was set up by
Hasina in 2010 to investi-
gate atrocities during the
1971 war of independence
from Pakistan. Accused of
widespread human rights

ernment was brought down
as weeks of student-led
demonstrations escalated
into mass protests. More
than 600 people were killed
in the weeks leading up to
Hasina’s ouster, according
to a preliminary United
Nations report, suggesting
the death toll was “likely an
underestimate”.

Hasina, 76, has not been
seen in public since fleeing.
Dhaka has revoked her
diplomatic passport. A
clause in the extradition
treaty between the two
countries states that extra-
dition might be refused if
the offence has a “political
character”. However,
Bangladeshi officials have
made it clear that Dhaka
will push hard to bring the
deposed leader back to face
justice. — Aljazeera

Centre sponsoring 101
PSDP plans in KP: NA told

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Ahsan
Igbal on Monday apprised
the National Assembly that at
present 101 PSDP projects,
being sponsored and execut-
ed by various Federal
Ministries/ ~ Departments
were ongoing in KP with an
estimated cost of Rs. 947.5
billion.

Responding to various
questions during Question
Hour, he said an expenditure
reported on the said projects
up to 30-06-2024 is at
Rs.304.8 billion. An amount
of Rs. 52.4 billion has been
allocated in PSDP of CFY
2024-25 for these projects, he
added.

He said additionally, apart
from ongoing projects, a total

of 20 projects situated in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, with
estimated cost of Rs. 17.9 bil-
lion, have been completed by
various Federal Ministries/
Departments over the past
two years. The minister said
there was no specific share of
provinces including AJ&K
and GB for investment in
development projects by the
Federal Government. After
the 18 amendment, the
provinces got around 58.5
percent share while the centre
has only 42.5 per cent share
in revenue, he added.

He said the federal gov-
ernment has very limited
space to sponsor various
development projects. He
said PML-N government
during its 2013-18 tenure,
enhanced the development
budget upto Rs 1000 billion
adding that record develop-

ment projects worth Rs 3200
billion were completed dur-
ing the said period. Pakistan's
economy was among top 5
emerging economies of the
world, he added.

However, a U-turn in
2018 had ruined the country'
economy which was growing
at 6 per cent, he added. The
minister said the main pur-
pose of public sector invest-

ment under the Federal
PSDP, after the 18th
Amendment to the

Constitution, was to provide
funding for large scale strate-
gic projects of national inter-
est. However, he said the
Federal Government also
invested under developed
regions to bring them at par
with other areas of the coun-
try, reduce poverty and
empower the marginalized
segment of the society.

second wave of strikes on
Houthi-held territory in less
than 48 hours. The Houthi-
run  Al-Masirah channel
reported that US and UK air-
craft carried out one strike on
the Al-Jabanah region of
Hodeidah but provided no
information on the targeted
locations, casualties or dam-
age.

The attack in Hodeidah
came a day after the Houthis
said that the two countries
had conducted three
airstrikes on unidentified tar-
gets in the Maytam region,
north of Ibb province. At the
same time, US Central
Command said on Sunday
evening that over the past 24
hours, its forces had
destroyed three Houthi
drones and two missile sys-
tems in a Houthi-controlled
Yemeni area, all of which
were threatening US-led
coalition ships and commer-
cial vessels in international
shipping lanes.

Houthi attacks on ships
led the US to form a coalition
of marine task forces to
defend vessels, designate the
Houthis as a terrorist group
and launch strikes against
Houthi-controlled Yemen,
including Sanaa, Saada, Ibb
and Hodeidah, in collabora-
tion with the UK. Hodeidah,
Yemen’s only major coastal
city under Houthi control,
has received most of the US
and UK strikes since January,
as the militia is said to have
used its coasts to launch
explosive-laden and remote-
controlled boats to attack
ships. The Houthis say their
forces are only targeting
Israeli-linked ships to pres-
sure Tel Aviv into ending its
Gaza war. Meanwhile,
Yemen’s government
requested financial assistance
from GCC countries on
Monday to help shore up its
faltering economy, stabilize
the currency and pay public
employees. — Arab News
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