Atta Tarar grieved

ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for

Information, Broadcasting, National
Heritage and Culture Attaullah Tarar
on Monday expressed profound grief]
and sorrow over demise of Senior
Director of Pakistani film industry
Altaf Hussain. The minister, in a con-
dolence message, sympathized with
the bereaved family, while highlight-

ing the deceased’s contribution for the

Pakistani film industry.

@thefrontierpost

No. 234

Regd. No. 241

The

RABI-UL-AWWAL 12 1446 -- TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 2024

Frontier Post

First national English daily published from Peshawar, Islamabad, Lahore, Quetta, Karachi and Washington D.C
PESHAWAR EDITION

2024.

12 PAGES

It is to inform our valuable
readers that on account of Eid
Milad-un-Nabi
September 17, 2024, the offices
of The Frontier Post publications
will remain closed. Therefore,
newspaper will not be published
on Wednesday, September 18,

Notice

Dear Readers,

on Tuesday,

www.thefrontierpost.com

ISLAMABAD: Prime Mi
Mr. Masatsugu Asakawa witness signing of loan agreements with regard to Sindh Emergency Housing
Reconstruction Project and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Rural Roads Development projects

SIS

ister Muhammad Shehb

a

4 A _ =g = .
harif and President of Asian Development Bank

Bilawal, Fazl discuss
political situation

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
alongwith his delegation
met Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman at his residence on
Monday evening.

The political situation of
the country was discussed
in detail between the dele-
gation of PPP and JUI. The
PPP delegation included
members of the National
Assembly Syed Khurshid
Ahmad Shah, Syed Naveed

Qamar, Mayor Karachi
Murtaza ~ Wahab and
Chairman Bilawal's

Political Secretary Jameel
Soomro while Maulana
Abdul Ghafoor Haidari,
Maulana Abdul Wasay,
Maulana Misbahuddin,
Senator Kamran Murtaza,
Maulana Asad Mahmood
and  Engineer  Ziaur

Rehman assisted Maulana
Fazlur Rehman.

After this meeting, Syed
Khurshid Ahmad Shah and
Syed Naveed Qamar gave a
briefing to the journalists
and said that PPP and JUI
consulted on the Article of
the bills on which they
agree. Our effort is make
laws according to the wish-
es of the peoples, country,
the nation, the constitution
and the law and according
to the supremacy of the par-
liament. Parliament has
every right to legislate and
nobody can stop us from
legislating because it is our
right. We want to make
Parliament powerful. There
is no question of persuad-
ing or arguing with anyone,
when we and Maulana
agree together, we will talk
to other parties as well.

Syed Naveed Qamar
said that Maulana Sahib
also participated in the

Special Committee’s meet-
ing yesterday and
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari was also present
there. It was agreed that
both the parties would work
together to sort out all the
clauses that anyone has
objections to and finally
bring it out through a con-
sensus draft according to
the parliamentary proce-
dure. Both agreed on this.
We wanted time to be given
to the constitutional amend-
ments and all parties,
including the government
and the opposition, should
be included in it. Today's
meeting was to take this
matter forward. Positive
things have happened and
we hope that we will all sit
down and come to a con-
sensus. Both the PPP and
the JUI want to form a con-
stitutional court, now we
will discuss the details
together.

Pak-Indonesia joint
exercise conducted

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan-
Indonesia Joint Exercise
Elang Strike-II was con-
ducted between Pakistan
Army and Indonesian
Armed Forces at National
Counter Terrorism Centre
(NCTC), Pabbi on
Monday.

Exercise Elang Strike-II
is second exercise in

Counter Terrorism domain
between both the countries,

an Inter Services Public
Relations news release
said.

A week-long Exercise
Elang Strike-II commenced
on 08 September 2024. The
exercise was aimed at
mutually beneficial sharing
of experience and training
methodology between the
two armies which have

strong brotherly relations.
At the closing ceremo-

ny, General  Officer

Commanding 17 Division

was the Chief Guest.
Colonel Budi Wirman,
Defence Attaché of

Indonesia also attended the
closing ceremony.

The troops displayed
highest standards of pro-
fessional excellence during
the conduct of exercise.
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PM grieves
over death of
Balochistan

Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday
expressed his deep grief
over the death of
Balochistan Provincial
Minister for Local
Government and Rural
Development Sardar
Sarfaraz Chakar Domki.

"By the death of Sardar
Sarfaraz Domki,
Balochistan's politics has
become bereft of an intel-
lectual and a seasoned
politician. We share the
grief of his family," the
prime minister remarked.

He prayed to Allah
Almighty for peace for the
departed soul and strength
for the bereaved family to
bear the loss.

US Under

Secretary of
State calls
on DPM

ISLAMABAD (APP): US
Under Secretary of State
John Bass and Principal
Deputy Assistant
Secretary, Elizabeth
Horst Monday called on
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister,
Mohammad Ishaq Dar in
his office.

In the meeting, they
discussed Pakistan-US
bilateral relations and
ongoing  collaboration
projects, a Foreign Office
statement said.

The Deputy PM under-
lined the importance of
positive and productive
engagement between
Pakistan and the United
States.

Meanwhile, according

i| to a press release issued

on Monday by the US
Embassy, U.S. Acting
Under Secretary of State
for Political Affairs John
Bass met with DPM Ishaq
Dar and Chief of Army
Staff  General Asim
Munir.

They discussed
approaches to expanding
bilateral cooperation on
economic and security
issues, including counter-
ing terrorism and violent
extremism, and  the
importance of fostering
regional stability and

|l prosperity.

ADB President lauds

Pakistan’s economic
reform agenda

F.P. Report

The
Asian
Bank
Masatsugu

ISLAMABAD:
President of
Development
(ADB) Mr.

| Asakawa alongwith a del-

egation called on Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on

» Monday.

While appreciating
ADB’s long-standing and
steadfast  support to
Pakistan, the Prime
Minister informed the
visiting President on a
series of reforms intro-
duced by the
Government.

The key reforms
include enhancing tax
revenues, improving
financial sustainability of
the energy sector, enhanc-
ing climate resilience,
reduction in untargeted
subsidies and scaling up
social protection.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif emphasized that he
is personally overseeing
the progress of these
reforms to ensure their
successful implementa-
tion and  long-term
impact, underscoring the
Government’s commit-
ment to sustainable eco-

nomic growth and stabili-
ty.
The Prime Minister
appreciated ADB’s gener-
ous support of over US$
1.5 billion in response to
the devastating floods of
2022.

He showed Pakistan’s
keen desire to work with
the development partners
in climate resilience proj-
ects including agriculture.
President ADB  Mr.
Masatsugu Asakawa in
his remarks appreciated
Pakistan’s long associa-
tion with ADB as one of
its founding members.

He lauded the
Government for under-
taking  comprehensive

reforms and reaffirmed
ADB’s continued support
to Pakistan.

He renewed support in
Pakistan in infrastructure
development, climate and
resilience enhancement,
and institutional
reforms.Federal Ministers
for Planning &
Development, Investment
and Privatization,
Economic Affairs,
Finance and Revenue and
other senior government
officials also attended the
meeting.

The Prime Minister

and President of ADB
also witnessed the loan

signing of the Sindh
Emergency Housing
Reconstruction Project
amounting to US$400
million and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Rural
Roads Development

Project worth US$320
million. Both these proj-
ects are part of the ADB’s
flood commitments.
Gunvor Group
Chairman, Total
Energies VP meet PM to
discuss investment in
petroleum sector
Gunvor
Chairman
Tornqvist
President

Group
Torbjorn
and  Vice
Oceania &
Southeast Asia Total
Energies Mehmet
Celepoglu Monday called
on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and discussed
potential investment in
Pakistan’s energy sector.
During the meeting,
the prime minister high-
lighted that after attaining
stability, the country’s
economy was Nnow mov-
ing on the path of growth
and development.
He said rapid reforms
were underway to
increase the investment

and business activities,
and economic policies
were yielding positive
results.

He emphasized that the
government was remov-
ing all the barriers for for-
eign  investment  in
Pakistan.

Chairman Torbjorn
Tornqgvist expressed the
Gunvor Group’s keen
interest in investment in
the petroleum sector of
Pakistan.

The prime minister was
told that the Gunvor
Group had already signed
an agreement to acquire

50% shares of Total
Parco.
The Gunvor Group

chairman lauded that pos-
itive steps were being
taken under the prime
minister’s leadership for
promoting investment in
the country.

The prime minister
directed the relevant
authorities to provide all
possible facilities to the
Gunvor Group.

The meeting was also
attended by federal minis-
ters Ahad Khan Cheema,
Dr Musadik Malik, PM’s
Special Assistant Tariq
Fatemi and other relevant
high officials.

Senate passes resolution demanding
Sept 7 as Finality of Prophethood Day

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The Upper House of the
Parliament on Monday
unanimously passed the
resolution demanding the
government to declare
official celebration of the
of Finality of Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) Day on
September 7th as a
national holiday in con-
nection with the day of
declaration of Qadianis as
non-Muslims.

The 12th meeting of
the 342nd Senate Session
started almost 11 minutes
late with the recitation of
the Holy Quran under
Deputy Chairman Senate
Syedaal Khan Nasar in

chair.
Senator Atta-ur-
Rehman of  Jamiat-

Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-
F) moved the resolution
stating: “Commemorating
the historical day of
September 7, 1974; the
day when the Parliament
of Pakistan unanimously
declared Qadianis as a
non-Muslims minority;
Noting that indeed that
day was historical not just
for Pakistan but for the
entire Muslim world as
the long sustained strug-
gle of the Muslims ulti-
mately became success-
ful; Realizing that it is
imperative to highlight
and remember the histori-

cal moments, the Senate
of Pakistan, therefore,
recommends to the
Government that the day
may be celebrated offi-
cially and be declared as a

national holiday.”
Speaking on  the

motion, he said the Day

was historic as the

Parliament put a bulwark
against the invaders on
the sanctity of the Finality
of Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him).
The occasion demand-
ed the government to cre-
ate awareness among the
young generation, by
declaring it a national
holiday, on the matter of
critical religious impor-

tance, he added.

Maulana Atta under-
lined that the Parliament
session continued for 13
consecutive  days to
declare these rebel
Qadianis as non-Muslims.

“The government
should announce medals
for those Parliamentarians
who played crucial role in
ensuring protection of the
Finality of Prophethood
(Peace Be Upon Him) to
remember their meritori-
ous contributions for
Islam,” the JUI-F Senator
said. The Senate session
was prorogued without
taking up the remaining
agenda of two amendment
bills.

Shehbaz, Bilawal discuss
constitutional amendments

PM govt’s economic steps boost investor confidence

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
met with PPP delegation
led by its Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari. The delega-
tion included Members of
the National Assembly
Syed Khursheed Ahmed
Shah, Syed Naveed Qamar,
and Mayor of Karachi,
Murtaza Wahab.

During the discussion
the prime minister said that
for the first time in many
years, the inflation rate has
dropped to single digits last
month.

"The State Bank has
reduced the policy rate by

2%, which has further
boosted investor confi-
dence in the Pakistani econ-
omy," added the Prime
Minister.

"Today, the prices of
petroleum products have
been further reduced,
which is another effort by
the government to provide

relief to the public,"
remarked the Prime
Minister.

Meanwhile there was an
exchange of views on
broadening consultations

regarding the proposed
constitutional amendment.
"Amending the

Constitution and making
legislation is the preroga-
tive of Parliament, and

Parliament is the supreme
institution," the Prime
Minister stated during the
conversation with the dele-
gation.

"The 240 million people
have given Parliament the
mandate to legislate,” said
the Prime Minister.

"The purpose of the pro-
posed constitutional
amendment is to provide
prompt and effective justice
to the public," he added.

Consultations on the
constitutional amendment
with all political parties
will continue, the Prime
Minister assured.

It was agreed in the
meeting that Pakistan
People's Party Chairman

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and
other senior PPP leaders
will also play their role in
the consultation process.

Efforts will be made to
reach a conclusion in the
coming days through fur-
ther discussions and con-
sultations with political
parties. The overall politi-
cal situation of the country
was also discussed during
the meeting.

Federal Minister for Law
and Justice Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs Ahsan
Igbal, and Federal Minister
for  Information  and
Broadcasting ~ Attaullah
Tarar were also present at
the meeting.

Israeli airstrikes kill 16 in Gaza, including 4 children, Palestinians say

GAZA (AP): Palestinian
officials say Israeli
airstrikes killed 16 people
in the Gaza Strip on
Monday, including five
women and four children.

A strike flattened a
home in the built-up
Nuseirat refugee camp in
central Gaza, killing at
least 10 people there,
including four women and
two children. The Awda
Hospital, which received
the bodies, confirmed the
toll and also said 13 people
were wounded. Hospital
records show that the dead
included a mother, her
child and her five siblings.

Another strike on a
home in Gaza City killed
six people, including a
woman and two children,
according to the Civil
Defense, first responders

who operate under the
Hamas-run government.

Israel says it only targets
militants and  accuses
Hamas and other armed
groups of endangering
civilians by operating in
residential areas. The mili-
tary rarely comments on
individual strikes, which
often kill women and chil-
dren.

Gaza’s Health Ministry
says more than 41,000
Palestinians have been
killed in the territory since
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack trig-
gered the Israel-Hamas war
nearly a year ago. The min-
istry does not differentiate
between fighters and civil-
ians in its count but says a
little over half of those
killed were women and
children. Israel says it has
killed over 17,000 mili-

tants, without providing
evidence.

Meanwhile, a key White
House Mideast envoy is
meeting with Israeli lead-
ers in hopes of lowering
tensions between Israel and
Lebanon.

The Lebanese militant
group Hezbollah began
striking Israel shortly after
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack ignit-
ed the war. Israel and
Hezbollah  have been
exchanging blows daily
while avoiding an all-out
war. The fighting has dis-
placed tens of thousands of
civilians on both sides of
the border.

During his meeting with
U.S. envoy Amos
Hochstein, Israel Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant
warned that time is running
out for a political settle-

ment and that Israel is
moving toward taking
tougher action against
Hezbollah.

Gallant warned “the
only way left to ensure the
return of Israel’s northern
communities to  their
homes will be via military
action,” his office said.

Hochstein in 2022 bro-
kered a maritime border
deal between Lebanon and
Israel. The two countries
have formally been at war
since Israel’s independent
in 1948.

Hamas leader says
Yemen rebels’ missile
attack sent a message

The leader of Hamas
Yahya Sinwar has told
Yemen’s Houthi rebels that
their recent missile attack
has sent a message to
Israel.

Yahya Sinwar’s letter to
Abdul-Malek  al-Houthi
was published by the
Houthis’ al-Masirah news
channel Monday, a day
after a missile fired by the
Iran-backed rebels landed
in an open area in central
Israel and triggered air raid
sirens at its international
airport.

“I congratulate you for
succeeding in making your
missile reach the depth of
the enemy’s entity after
surpassing all defense sys-
tems,” Sinwar’s letter read,
according to al-Masirah.

Sinwar added that the
Yemeni missile attack sent
a message that that
attempts to  “contain”
Hamas have failed and that
the back-up fronts by Iran-
backed groups are becom-
ing more effective.

Sinwar said that Hamas
carried out the Oct. 7,
attack on southern Israel
and has since been fighting
“a defensive war that has
exhausted the enemy.” He
added that Hamas had pre-
pared for “a long war of
attrition that will break”
Israel’s political will.

Shortly after the Israel-
Hamas war started, Iran-
backed groups in Lebanon,
Yemen and Iraq have
claimed responsibility for
scores of attacks against
Israel saying they are back-
ing their allies in Hamas.

Israeli settlers storm a
West Bank school and
beat staffers, Palestinians
say. Israeli troops later
arrest school’s principal
and 2 others

Palestinians say Israeli
settlers wielding sticks

stormed a Palestinian
school in the occupied
West Bank, beating staff
members and tying up the
principal.

The Israeli military said
Palestinians had attacked
an Israeli nearby, inflicting
a head injury, before flee-
ing to the school on
Monday. It said a group of
Israelis  followed  the
attackers and a confronta-
tion ensued in which a

number of Palestinians
were hurt.
Hassan  Malihat, a

Palestinian lawyer who at
the time was visiting the
school near the city of
Jericho, said the settlers
entered at around 8 a.m. He
says the Israeli army
arrived about two hours
later and arrested three
staff members, including

the principal.

The military said sol-
diers and police were dis-
patched to the school,
ended the confrontation
and arrested a number of
suspects.

The Palestinian Red
Crescent rescue service
says seven Palestinians
were wounded in the con-
frontation.

Settler violence has
surged across the West
Bank since Hamas’ Oct. 7
attack ignited the war in
Gaza. In some cases, Israeli
settlers have stormed
Palestinian villages setting
cars and properties ablaze.

There has also been a
rise in car-ramming, stab-
bing and shooting attacks
carried out against Israelis
by Palestinian militant
groups and lone attackers.
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KARACHI: A view of an illuminated street for the celebraions f
anniversary of Prophet Muhammad, in Karachi.
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CM launches Children's
Heart Surgery Programme

LAHORE (APP):

Children's Heart

Ward, here on Monday.
The CM distributed

|| Surgery Cards' among the deserving
i | patients under the Programme. She
said the operation of a sick child will
be done in a private hospital if there
is no place in the government hospi-
|| tals. She inspected HDU and other
departments of the hospital, and
reviewed various facilities available
in the cardiac surgery ward.

The CM inquired about the well-
being of young patients, gave them
gifts and also played Ludo with them.
She interacted with the children, and

Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
officially launched ‘Chief Minister's
Surgery
Programme' for the free treatment
and surgery of children with heart
disease, during her visit to Lahore’s
Children's Hospital Cardiac Surgery

'Child

Faisalabad

prayed, “May Allah Almighty grant
you health, we all pray for you.” She
also talked to the parents of the sick
children, and inquired them about the
availability of various facilities.

She said, “It is my mission to free
every citizen of Punjab, including
children, from the system of queues
and waiting.” She added the number
of specialist surgeons and allied staff
will be increased to multiply the
capacity of pediatric heart surgery in
government hospitals.

Maryam Nawaz said in the first
phase, pediatric heart surgery facility
is being provided in government and
designated private hospitals including
PIC and Children's Hospital Lahore,
Multan's Children's and PIC, and
and
Cardiology Institutes. In the second
phase, facilities for pediatric heart
surgery will also be provided in the

Rawalpindi

hospitals of Wazirabad, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Bahawalpur and Sargodha.
She also observed the dashboard
developed to monitor the Programme.

The CM also visited the 'play area'
for children with heart diseases in the
Children's
reviewed various facilities available
for them there. She said the provision
of modern facilities of children's
heart surgery is a sincere effort to
wipe the tears of mothers and remove
the diseases of young children.

The CM was briefed by the author-
ities concerned that more than 5,000
young children die every year due to
lack of timely heart surgery. She said
in Pakistan's first treatment center for
children, sick children from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and other provinces
will also be treated. She added chil-
dren suffering from heart diseases
will not have to wait for long.

Hospital Lahore, and

Sindh PA adopts resolution
for declaring Sept 7 as
Youm-e Khatme Nabuwwat

KARACHI (APP): The
Provincial Assembly (PA)
of Sindh on Monday unani-
mously passed a resolution
urging the Sindh
Government to announce
celebration of September 7
as "Youm-e-Khatme
Nabuwwat (SAWW)' across
the province every year.
Mohammed Farooq of
the Jamaat-e-Islami, mov-

ing the resolution in House,
said every Muslim has a
firm belief in Khatme
Nabuwwat (SAWW).

He said that on
September 7, 1974, the
National Assembly had
made the historical decision
to declare the Qadiyanis
non-Muslims.

He said that it was the
responsibility of everyone

to highlight such historic
decisions, and asked the
Sindh Government to offi-
cially declare Sept 7 as
'"Youm-e-Khatme
Nabuwwat (SAWW).
Sindh Home Minister
Zia Hasan Lanjar, and
many MPAs from treasury
and opposition benches
also spoke on the occasion
and fully supported the

resolution.

Earlier, the assembly ses-
sion commenced with
recitation of the verses from
the Holy Quran and Naat
Sharif with Speaker Syed
Awais Qadir Shah in the
chair. Sindh Minister for
Local Government Saeed
Ghani answered questions
regarding his department
raised by the lawmakers.

Attendance

monitoring

system for
teachers

launched

LAHORE (INP): The
Punjab government has
launched a new attendance

monitoring system
designed to  enhance
accountability among

teachers and improve the
overall quality of education.
This innovative initiative
utilizes digital technology to
track teacher attendance in
real-time, providing admin-
istrators with instant access
to attendance records. The
system is part of the govern-
ment’s comprehensive strat-
egy to address concerns over
teacher absenteeism and
ensure educators are active-
ly engaged in their roles.
The initiative is set to be
rolled out across various
districts in Punjab, with fur-
ther enhancements planned
based on initial feedback
and performance.
According to officials, the
digital attendance monitor-
ing system will help identify
and address issues related to
teacher absenteeism, ensur-
ing that educators are held
accountable for their atten-
dance and performance.

Overseas business delegation
calls on governor Punjab

LAHORE (APP): A delega-
tion of investors from
Portugal led by Overseas
Pakistani Dr. Mohammad
Sohail met Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
at the Governor's House,
here on Monday.

Investment in health and
renewable energy sectors
was discussed in the meeting.

Governor Punjab Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan said
that Pakistan is a safe coun-
try in terms of investment
and the government is pro-
viding special investment
facilities to foreign

investors  through the
Special Investment
Facilitation Council.

He said that develop-
ment in the country
depends on development in
industry and trade and
international investment.
The Governor Punjab said
that the government is com-
mitted to increase invest-
ment by introducing
investor-friendly policies.
He said that the investment
from friendly countries in
various sectors including
agriculture and energy is
welcomed. He said that all

sectors of the economy are
open for investment with
attractive incentives and
liberal policies to provide
favorable business environ-
ment to investors. He fur-
ther said that overseas
Pakistanis are the pride of
Pakistan who are playing
an important role in the
country's economy through
foreign exchange.

The delegation comprised
Dr. Sohail, Tiago Silva
Falcao, Sueny Dliveira, Jose
Paul Maroues, Manuel
Antonio Sousa and
Chaudhry Aurangzeb.

4000 policemen to perform
duties on 12th Rabi-ul-Awwal

KARACHI (APP): The
Karachi Police ha formu-
lated comprehensive secu-
rity plan for 12th Rabi-ul-
Awwal, involving a total
of 4,332 police officers
and personnel to ensure
the safety and smooth
supervision of the main
procession and its routes.

The Karachi Police
spokesperson stated on
Monday the deployment
includes 706 non-gazetted
officers, 87 senior offi-
cers, and 3,374 head con-
stables, constables, and
commandos from the
Special  Security Unit
(SSU), along with person-

nel from the security divi-
sion.

Specialist SSU snipers
will be stationed along the
procession routes for
added security.

Additionally, 449 offi-
cers and personnel are
assigned to maintain secu-
rity at Nishtar Park.

Police starts
campaign
to eliminate

smog

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Traffic Police on Monday
started a public commu-
nication campaign to
eliminate smog in the
Provincial Metropolis.

According to  the
details, Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
is determined to eliminate
smog in view of healthy
weather. Therefore,
Lahore Traffic Police has
started a public communi-
cation campaign to elimi-
nate smog.

In this connection the
Traffic Police has intro-
duced the official
WhatsApp number
03042222089. The traffic
police has appealed to
people to  WhatsApp
videos and photos of vehi-
cles emitting smog,
adding, appreciation cer-
tificates will be issued to
citizens who would con-
tribute to smog elimina-

tion.
PHC to
organize
awareness

seminar

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Healthcare
Commission (PHC) will
organise an awareness
seminar for the dengue
treating medics this com-
ing Thursday. The seminar
will be jointly chaired by
Provincial Health
Ministers Khawaja Salman
Rafique and Khawaja
Imran Nazir. Chief
Executive Officer PHC Dr
Muhammad Saqib Aziz
will highlight the
Commission’s pivotal role
in advancing patient safety
and elevating the quality
of healthcare services for
dengue patients and future
strategies aimed at manag-
ing the dengue fever.

Minister chairs meeting of
cabinet committee on law, order

LAHORE (APP): A meet-
ing of the Cabinet
Committee on Law and
Order was held under the
chairmanship of Punjab
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique, here on
Monday.

Finance Minister
Mujtaba Shujaur Rehman
and Transport Minister
Bilal Akbar Khan partici-
pated in the meeting.

The  security  and
arrangements for Eid
Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH)

were reviewed in detail.
Punjab Home Secretary
Noorul Amin Mengal and
IG Punjab Dr. Usman

Anwar gave a briefing on
peace and order.

Chairman Cabinet
Committee and Health
Minister Khawaja Salman
Rafique said that full secu-
rity arrangements have
been made for Eid Milad-
un-Nabi (PBUH). The
Punjab government will
provide drinks and sweets
to the participants in all
districts. The Eid Milad-
un-Nabi (PBUH) will be
celebrated with full devo-
tion and respect.

Khawaja Salman
Rafique said that arrange-
ments have been complet-
ed with the consultation of

peace committees across
the province. He said that
the routes of all the main
processions and the best
security arrangements for
the Milad gatherings are
complete.

Additional IG Special

Branch, Additional IG
CTD, Commissioner
Lahore, RPO

Sheikhupura, DC Lahore
and DIG Operations par-
ticipated in the meeting.
Lahore and Gujranwala
division commissioners,
deputy  commissioners,
RPOs and DPOs partici-
pated in the meeting
through video link.

Governor Tessor1's Message
on 12th Rab1 ul Awal

KARACHI (PPI):
Governor Sindh Kamran
Khan Tessori extended his
heartfelt congratulations
to the Muslim Ummah on
the occasion of 12th Rabi
ul Awal. In his message,
he highlighted that the
blessed birth of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) is the most signif-
icant and blessed day for
all the worlds.

Through the Holy
Prophet (PBUH), humanity

was blessed with the divine
gift of guidance and mercy
from Allah Almighty.

He emphasized that the
arrival of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) was a
remedy for the suffering
of mankind, and He freed
people from the shackles
of slavery. Humanity had
long awaited His arrival,
and it is our great fortune
that Allah Almighty has
made us the followers of
this noble Messenger.

Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori fur-
ther elaborated that the
life of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) is a
true embodiment of obedi-
ence to Allah, justice, and
compassion towards
humanity. His teachings
are universal and timeless,
offering guidance for
every aspect of life.
Following the Prophet’s
(PBUH) teachings is the
path to success.

CCPO orders foolproof
security for Eid Milad un Nabi

LAHORE (APP):Capital
City Police Officer
(CCPO), Lahore Bilal
Siddique Kamyana has
assigned the task for securi-
ty arrangements to Lahore
Police for the upcoming
12th of Rabi-ul-Awwal,
Eid-Milad-un-Nabi

(PBUH), celebrations.
According to the a
spokesman, security
duties have been assigned
to over 4,000 officers and
officials, including six
superintendents of police
(SPs), 22 deputy superin-
tendents of police (DSPs),

83 station house officers
(SHOs) and 215 upper
subordinates.

The spokesman said,
this year, search opera-
tions have resulted in the
inspection of 87,609
homes, 53,731 tenants and
194,233 individuals.

Biometric
verification,transfer
made mandatory

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh  Excise Department
has taken a significant step
by making biometric verifi-
cation mandatory for vehicle
registrations and transfers.
Sindh Senior Minister for
Information, Transport,
Excise, Taxation, and
Narcotics Control, Sharjeel
Inam Memon, has said that
all new and old vehicles will
now be subject to biometric
verification during the regis-
tration or transfer process.
He elaborated that under
the new policy, the change
will be implemented in
three phases. In the first
phase, starting from July 1,
biometric verification will
be mandatory for the regis-
tration of new vehicles. In
the second phase, begin-
ning on November 1, bio-
metric verification will be
required for vehicle buyers.
In the third phase, biomet-
ric verification of both the

vehicle seller and buyer
will be enforced.

Senior Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon said that they
are working to make all
processes more transparent
in the Excise Department,
and this is just the begin-
ning. The Government of
Sindh is committed to ensur-
ing that Sindh leads the way
in digitizing public services.

He emphasized
Biometric authentication in
vehicle registration and
transfers is a significant
milestone in promoting
transparency. It will enable
the accurate identification
of buyers and sellers, there-
by helping to protect citi-
zens from illegal vehicle
transfers and fraud. Memon
said that vehicle owners can
visit any NADRA e-
Facilitation Center or dis-
trict excise office to com-
plete the biometric verifica-
tion process.
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DC holds revenue darbar
in New Peshawar Valley
project directora

NEw

PESHAWA
VALLEY
THECITY OF
YOUR DREAMS

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In light of
the swift progress on
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa's
new mega residential proj-
ect, New Peshawar Valley,
and to address the griev-
ances of landowners,
Deputy Commissioner
Peshawar, Sarmad Saleem
Akram, organized a
Revenue Darbar at the
project directorate of New
Peshawar Valley. The
event aimed to ensure
transparency in the acqui-
sition of land and resolve
landowners' complaints.
The Revenue Darbar,
held at the New Peshawar
Valley project on GT
Road, was attended by
Project Director Syed
Abdul Wadood Shah,
Assistant Commissioner
Dr. Sara Zainab,

e -
Additional Assistant
Commissioner Muhammad
Ilyas, Land Collector
Peshawar Tanveer
Shahzad, revenue staff,
and landowners from the
Patwar Circles of Garhi
Faizullah, Urmarh Mera,
and Shamshtu in Peshawar
district, who provided land
for the New Peshawar
Valley project.

During the briefing,
Project Director Syed
Abdul Wadood Shah stated
that this project, spanning
108,000 kanals and located
at the confluence of
Peshawar and Nowshera
districts, is the largest and
most modern residential
project in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. He high-
lighted that the project is
being completed under a
public-private partnership
without government

investment.

Deputy Commissioner
Peshawar attentively lis-
tened to the concerns of the
landowners who con-
tributed their land for the
New Peshawar Valley proj-
ect. He issued immediate
orders to the Revenue
Department staff present to
resolve their issues and
complaints. He directed the
Assistant Commissioner to
investigate complaints
regarding the transfer of
entries in the current rev-
enue records and ensure
that missing mutations are
transferred to the computer-
ized record either through
Fard-e-Badar or by the
SDC via Missal Band.

DC Sarmad Saleem
Akram emphasized that
the New Peshawar Valley
project is a modern initia-
tive aimed at meeting

te
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future residential needs
and reflects the govern-
ment's commitment to pro-
viding the best housing
facilities to the public. He
assured that transparency
would be ensured at every
stage, from land acquisi-
tion to project completion.
Additionally, he promised
that follow-up meetings
would be regularly held to
maintain the project's pace.
Landowners participat-
ing in the event appreciat-
ed DC Sarmad Saleem
Akram's  efforts and
pledged their full coopera-
tion with the New
Peshawar Valley project.
They expressed hope that
other officials would also
hold open forums to
resolve public grievances,
similar to the initiative
taken by the Deputy
Commissioner Peshawar.

Ahtisham directs acceleration of
anti-dengue operations

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Upon
assuming charge of the
Health Department,
Advisor to Health
Ahtisham Ali immediately
issued directives to inten-
sify anti-dengue opera-
tions. He instructed the
relevant authorities to
ensure the spraying of
anti-dengue medicines in
hotspot areas without
delay.  Ahtisham  Ali
emphasized that control-
ling the spread of dengue
is one of his top priorities.

"The dengue season is
at its peak, and we must
limit its spread through
public cooperation,"” he
stated. Providing details
on dengue cases, the
Health Advisor mentioned

that there are currently 18
active dengue cases in the
province, with 119 indi-
viduals having recovered.

So far, 137 cases of
dengue have been con-
firmed across the
province. He praised the
health department for its
efforts in containing the
outbreak, noting that no
deaths have been reported
this year due to dengue,
nor has there been a signif-
icant rise in cases as antic-
ipated.

"This is a clear testa-
ment to the efficiency and
proactive approach of the
health department,” he
added. Ahtisham Ali also
gave special instructions
to the Director of Public
Health, Dr. Irshad Ali, to
focus on curbing the

dengue outbreak in five
key districts, including
Abbottabad and Peshawar.

All hospitals to be

upgraded: Advisor
health claimed

Advisor to  Chief
Minister Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa for Health
Ikhtisham Khan advocate
said that steps are being
taken for of basic health
facilities and the upgrada-
tion of hospitals of differ-
ent categories in the
Mardan  district. ~ He
expressed these views dur-
ing a meeting with District
Health Officer Mardan,
Ikramullah Khan Safi, and
MS District Headquarters
Hospital, Dr. Javed Igbal,
on Monday.

On this occasion, both
officials congratulated the

Advisor for Health on
assuming his responsibili-
ties and expressed hope
that he would play his role
in providing health facili-
ties.

The Advisor said that
currently, people are being
benefited from the Health
Card facility, but there is
still room for improve-
ment, and soon, steps will
be taken to provide health
facilities to people at the
local level.

He thanked the people
of Mardan for trusting him
and also expressed grati-
tude to the founding chair-
man of PTI and the Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for trusting
him. He said that he would
try his best to live up to
their expectations.
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PESHAWAR: Jamaat-e-Islami leader Shah Faisal Afridi addressing a press conference.

Business Incubation Center hosts
successful operational launch event

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Business Incubation Center
(BIC) at the University of
Peshawar (UoP) on
Monday hosted a success-
ful operational launch
event, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in its jour-
ney towards fostering
entrepreneurship and inno-
vation in the region.

The event, held at the
Business Incubation Center
at the University of
Peshawar, brought together
esteemed guests, academia,
industry leaders, and entre-
preneurs to celebrate the
inauguration of this trans-
formative initiative.

The event commenced
with a welcome session led
by Dr. Shakeel, the focal
person of the Business
Incubation Center, who
warmly welcomed the
attendees and set the tone
for the day's proceedings.

Following the opening

remarks, Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Naeem Qazi,
Vice Chancellor,

University of Peshawar,
delivered an insightful

speech highlighting the
importance of the Business
Incubation Center. He
emphasized the immense
potential it holds for nur-
turing future entrepreneurs
and fostering innovation.
Prof. Qazi also congratulat-
ed the entire BIC team for
their dedication and hard
work in  successfully
launching the center.

Dr. Shakeel followed
with a detailed presentation
outlining the vision, mis-
sion, and future plans of
BIC, emphasizing its role
in empowering young
entrepreneurs and promot-
ing business growth in the
region. The launch also
featured a keynote address
by Dr. Hashim, who pro-
vided valuable insights on
the integration of industry
and academia and the ben-
efits this collaboration can
bring to both sectors.

The event was further
enriched by contributions
from Shafiq Ur Rehman of
the Entrepreneurs’
Organization, who shed
light on the Global Student

Entrepreneur Awards
(GSEA), a prestigious ini-
tiative supporting young
entrepreneurs. A Partners
Agreement was signed
between BIC and the
Entrepreneurs’
Organization, solidifying
future collaborations.

The agenda included
keynote speeches from var-
ious industry leaders.
Ibrahim Yar from the
UNDP discussed the inter-
linkage between the busi-
ness ecosystem and devel-
opment programs, high-
lighting the importance of
sustainable development
through business and inno-
vation. Tafsheen Haider
from the Culture and
Tourism Authority spoke
on the synergies between
culture, tourism, and busi-
ness, exploring how these
sectors can collaborate for
economic growth.

Atif Shahzad from the

Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce elaborated on
potential collaboration

opportunities between BIC
and the Chamber, while

Karishma Zakaullah,
founder of Unidesk, pro-
vided an inspiring talk on
the success of BIC and its
potential to drive entrepre-
neurship in the

region. Mr. Shahab,
CEO of PEDO, gave a
comprehensive presenta-
tion on the critical role
business plays in commu-
nity empowerment and
inclusive development.

The event concluded
with Mr. Mohsin Jameel,
Assistant Manager  at
SMEDA, discussing how
BIC can support small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) and boost local
economic growth, followed
by Mr. Ilyas Hassan from
KPEC, who expressed his
enthusiasm for BIC’s
future and shared possibili-
ties for further collabora-
tion.

The event closed with a
networking session over
tea, offering participants
the opportunity to engage
with each other and
explore potential partner-
ships.

Nabi (SAW). — INP photo
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Minister
thanks Chief

Minister
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Provincial
Minister for Auqaf, Hajj
and Religious Affairs
Sahibzada Adnan Qadri
thanked Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur, Auqaf,
Hajj and Religious Affairs
department and participants
of the event for organizing
the first Mahfil Shabina
gathering of its kind in the
province.

While congratulating the
position holders of the both
categories, he said that the
life of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) is a
blessing and mercy for
humanity. Till doomsday
his life will be a torch for
humanity because the suc-
cess of this world and the
hereafter lies in loving the
Holy Prophet and follow-
ing his good life. Naat-e-
Khawan and Qari who won
the Hasan Qaraat and Naat-
Khwaani competition at the
divisional level from across
the province participated in
Mahfil Shabina and partici-
pated in the province-level
competition.

JI announces

Grand Peace
Tribal Jirga
on Sept 25

PESHAWAR (APP):
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) stal-
warts Shah Faisal Afridi,
Malik Naveed Ali, Malik
Saeed Khan, and Saifur
Rehman, announced the
upcoming Grand Peace
Tribal Jirga, set to take place
on September 25 at the
Redon Shadi Hall in
Peshawar.

The event will be graced
by  Hafiz  Naeem-ur-
Rehman, the central Ameer
of Jamaat-e-Islami, and will
see participation from vari-
ous political, social, and reli-
gious figures, addressing the
press conference at
Peshawar Press Club on
Monday.

The purpose of the Grand
Peace Tribal Jirga is to
address the issues of peace
and development in the trib-
al areas. Participants from
diverse schools of thought
will contribute to discus-
sions aimed at finding long-

term solutions for the
region's  stability  and
progress.

Jamaat-e-Islami plans to
incorporate the recommen-
dations of the Jirga into its
official manifesto, reaffirm-
ing its ongoing commitment
to the rights and welfare of
the tribal people.

The JI leadership, from
the era of Qazi Hussain
Ahmed (late) to the present,
has consistently advocated
for the rights of the tribal
people, including the aboli-
tion of the outdated Frontier
Crimes Regulations (FCR)
and the push for legislative
reforms to empower the
region. The party strongly
condemned the ongoing
instability in the tribal areas,
which it believes is hamper-
ing economic development
and causing further hard-
ships.

They expressed their con-
cern over the aftermath of
the 25th Constitutional
Amendment, stating that the
tribal people have been
denied the rights they were
promised.

They criticized the
exploitation of the region’s
mineral resources and the
forced displacement of resi-
dents, emphasizing that the
tribal people are not ready
for any form of relocation.

PHC grants transit bail
to PTI leader Panjutah

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: The
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) has granted bail to
spokesperson of legal
team of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf founding chairman
Naeem Panjutah till 7th
October and directed to
appear in the relevant
court, on Monday.

PHC’s single member
bench comprising of
Justice Shakeel Ahmed
heard the bail plea while
the counsel Muzzamil
Khan advocate informed
the court that the petition-
er is a lawyer who has
been booked in a case in
Islamabad, which was reg-

istered after the PTI rally.
He wants to appear in the
relevant court but fears
arrest, so he has applied
for protective bail to
appear in court.

Later, while talking to
the media in Peshawar
High  Court, Naeem
Panjutah said that the fed-
eral government's consti-
tutional amendments are
an attack on democracy.
They want to take away
the right to go to court
through constitutional
amendments.

PTI will take the legal
route against these wrong
amendments.  Whatever
amendments are being
made today will haunt them

tomorrow. He said that on
8th August, after returning
from the PTI rally in
Islamabad, he found out
that a case had been regis-
tered against him as well.

A case was registered
against all leaders, and
another case was regis-
tered against him, falsely
accusing him of attacking
the police. He said that a
case of terrorism, robbery,
and attempted murder was
registered against him. He
said that the rally was their
constitutional right.
MNAs were abducted
from parliament, and they
have the right to a legal
fight, which they will
exercise.

No one be allowed

hatred,

PESHAWAR (APP):
Provincial president PPP
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Syed Muhammad Ali Shah
Bacha has said that no one
should be allowed to issue
anti-state statements and
spread hatred and anarchy
in the country.

In a statement issued
here on Monday, the PPP
leader said that there is a
need to make extra-ordi-
nary decisions in the larger

anarchy:

interest of the country. He
said that those politicians,
who provoke their workers
against the state for secur-
ing their personal agenda,
could never prove sincere
with the nation and the
country.

He said that their first
priority is national
progress, development and
welfare of the people.
However, he termed har-
mony amongst political

to spread
Bacha

leadership and heads of
institutions essential for it.

Syed Muhammad Ali
Shah Bacha said that PPP is
waging struggle for stand-
ing Pakistan amongst the
ranks of the developed
nations. He said that
President Asif Ali Zardari,
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari and other
leaders of the party have
also always thought good
of the country.

12 Prison officers shuffled
in major shakeup

PESHAWAR (APP): Mr.
Muhammad Hamid,
Superintendent District
Jail Abbottabad has been
transferred and posted as
Superintendent Central
Prison Haripur in a major
shake-up of 12 Prison
Officers of the
Inspectorate of Prisons,
said a notification issued
by the KP Home & Tribal
Affairs Department here
on Monday.

According to the noti-

fication, Mr. Tahir
Shahbaz (BS-19),
Superintendent Central

Prison Bannu in his own
pay and scale has been
transferred and posted as
Deputy Superintendent
(BS-19) Regional Prison
Office, Bannu in OPS
while Mohammad
Naseem (Superintendent
Jail BS-18), DIG BS-19
Regional Prison Office
Abbottabad at Haripur in
OPS has been transferred
and posted as
Superintendent District
Jail Abbottabad (BS-18)
replacing Mr.
Muhammad Hamid, who
has been transferred and
posted as Superintendent
Central Jail, Haripur.
Similarly, Mr. Umair

Khan, Superintendent Jail
(BS-18) Superintendent
Central Prison Haripur
(BS-19) in OPS has been
transferred and posted as
DIG (BS-19) Regional
Prison Office Abbottabad
at Haripur in OPS.

Muhammad Arif,
Superintendent Jail (BS-
18) Inspector General
Prisons KP has been
transferred and posted as
DIG (BS-19), Regional
Prison Office Mardan in
OPS against the vacant
post.

Mr. Amin  Shoaib
(Superintendent Jail (BS-
18) Commandant PSTA
Haripur (BS-19) in OPS
has been transferred and
posted as DIG (BS-19)
Regional Prison Office
Swat in OPS against the
vacant post whereas Mst,
Fozia Taj (BS-18) AIG
(BS-18) at Regional
Prison Office Abbottabad
at Haripur has also been
transferred and posted as
Commandant PSTA
Haripur (BS-19) in OPS
replacing Amin Shoaib.

Furthermore, Mst.
Nagina Mehsud (Deputy
Superintendent Jail BS-
17) Superintendent
District Jail Lakki

Marwat (BS-18) in OPS
has been transferred and
posted as Superintendent
District Jail Mansehra
(BS-18) in OPS against
the vacant post whereas
Tahir Jamal (Deputy
Superintendent BS-17)
Central Prison Haripur
has also been transferred
and posted as
Superintendent District
Jail Hangu (BS-18) in
OPS replacing Mr. Riaz
Muhammad (Deputy
Superintendent Jail BS-
17) who has been trans-
ferred and posted as
Superintendent District
Jail Lakki Marwat (BS-
18) in OPS.

Similarly, Syed
Muhammad Junaid
(Superintendent Jail BS-
18) Superintendent
District Jail Buner at
Daggar (BS-18) has been
transferred and posted as
Superintendent Central
Prison Bannu (BS-19) in
OPS while Mr. Manzoor
Elahi (Deputy
Superintendent Jail BS-
17) Sub Jail Besham has
been transferred and
posted as Superintendent
District Jail Buner at
Daggar (BS-18) in OPS
with immediate effect.

ATC grants bail to alleged
culprit in grenade attack case

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC)
Judge Igbal has granted
bail to alleged culprit
involved in hand grenade
attack on house while
issued orders for his
release, on Monday.
According to prosecu-
tion, the accused Mashoor
Khan is allegedly
involved to carried out a
grenade attack on the

house of a person named
Siddique in the limits of
Hayatabad Police Station
in 2022. No loss of life
occurred in the attack, but
the house was partially
damaged.

The counsel Aimen
Javed, told the court that
the allegations against his
client were false, as the
police had initially regis-
tered a case against
unknown individuals and
later  nominated  the

accused in the FIR.

The accused did not
commit any crime, nor
was anything recovered
from him. The police also
alleged that the accused
had links with a banned
organization. The lawyer
requested the court to
accept the bail application
of the accused. After com-
pleting the arguments, the
court issued orders for the
release of the accused,
Mashoor Khan, on bail.
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Bad blood
claims four lives

GUJARANWALA
(INP): Two brothers
and their two cousins
were shot dead by their
rivals when they were
sleeping at their home
in Igbal Town located
in Cantonment area in
Gujranwala on
Monday. Sources in the
police said that the
deceased brothers and
their cousins were
involved in a property
dispute and also had
had an enmity with the
attackers. After com-
mitting the crime, the
accused fled away from
the crime scene. Soon
after the murders, a
heavy contingent of
local police reached the
area immediately and
took all the dead bodies
into their custody.
Police team also col-
lected all available evi-
dence from the crime
scene. Later the cops
shifted the dead bodies
to a local hospital for
postmortem and further
necessary action. The
police personnel also
registered a murder
case against  the
accused and started
investigation.

One alleged

dacoit killed
F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: A dacoit

allegedly killed in
police encounter in
Pindi Bhattian area.

According to police
spokesman, three armed
persons were engaged
in looting to passerby at
bridge Karim Dad near
Pindi Bhattian.
Receiving information,
police rushed to the
spot. Seeing to police
party, armed people
opened fire upon police
party. When police
retaliated, an accused
Fazal was injured while
his two accomplices
fled away. Police shift-
ed the injure accused to
Tehsil Headquarter
Hospital Pindi Bhattian.
Where accused lost his
breath. Accused was
involved in different
cases, police
spokesman said.
Meanwhile, police also
held three culprits
allegedly involved in
murder cum dacoity
from Murre House to
use latest technology.
According to police,
five days ago, three
accused was looted Rs.
150000/= from a old
man when he put resist-
ance, the accused shot
to killed him on
Gujranwala Road in
broad day light. After
the incident, DPO
Hafizabad Faisal Gulzar
constituted special team
and police traced out
accused to use latest
technology and arrested
accused from Murree
House. Police said that
master mind of the inci-
dent was school teacher
Rai Shoaib resident of
Nawab Colony
Hafizabad who provid-
ed pistol to accused in
Rs.23000/= and also
received Rs. 250000/=
for giving shelter to
accused.

Minor Kkilled in
traffic accident

JARANWALA (INP):
A traffic accident near
Jaranwala motorway
claimed life of a 5-
year-old child on
Monday. According to
a private news chan-
nel, the kid was identi-
fied as Muhammad
Yasin, who died on the
spot, while 8-year-old
Muhammad  Usman
was seriously injured.
According to the
details, family was
traveling to Khanewal
from Lahore. The res-
cue tram reached the
spot immediately after
the incident was
reported and shifted
the dead body and
injured to the hospital.

Accused injured

LODHRAN (INP): An
accused in police cus-
tody was injured dur-
ing an encounter near
Jamrani Wah in limits
of Dhanot police sta-
tion. The team took
the accused Nouman
alias Nomi for recov-
ery last night when
three unknown armed
outlaws started firing
on police party to get
release their accom-
plice.
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HYDERABAD: Children participating in rally in connection

:vith Ei Mun-Nabicelbrations.

Daily wagers disapprove

prolonged roa

F.P. Report

KHYBER: Prolonged sus-
pension of Pak-Afghan
highway at Bugyari area
have left hundreds of daily
wagers jobless as construc-
tion works have come to

halt due to lack of building

materials, laborers said.

Large number of daily
wagers and manual work-
ers who earned their three
times meal by working in
various government and
private constructions said
that since the blockade
day, they had been com-
pelled to starve as no labor
works were available in
Landi Kotal because of
shortage of building mate-
rials.

Imdadullah, a daily
wager, said that the road
blockade by the Koki Khel
tribesmen had suffered
them a lot. On time food
was unavailable in his
house to feed his children,
he lamented. He main-
tained that it was not a civ-
ilized way to block the
road for his own interests
and added miseries of oth-
ers.
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One of the contractors,
Sarfraz said that he had
hired services of 60 to 70
laborers and daily wagers
in different construction
projects however because
of road blockade supply of
construction materials was
totally stopped that sus-
pended all construction
works in the entire tehsil.
Hayat Khan, a dealer of
construction materials
(bricks, sand, cement etc)
regretted that stalk of the
substance had been elimi-
nated and for the last twen-
ty three days' supply of the
commodities was com-
pletely disconnected
because of the Koki Khel
agitation. On a query he

e,

d plockade

maintained that the con-
struction materials cost
more if transported via
alternate hilly and moun-
tainous road of Mulagori-
Shelman road.

The laborers urged the
Koki Khel tribal and the
concerned authorities to
have mercy on them and
sort out a durable and
acceptable solution of the
issue. It is to be stated here
internal Displaced Persons
(IDPs) of Koki Khel,
Jamrud have suspended
the Pak-Afghan highway
for the last three weeks for
all kinds of movements in
protest for repatriation to
their area, Rajgal, Tirah
Valley.

Commissioner visits Dara
Adamkhel coal mines

F.P. Report

KOHAT: Commissioner
Kohat  Division  Syed
Motasim Billah Shah has
along with the Deputy
Commissioner Kohat Abdul
Akram Chitrali, under the
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's ~ Program
"Awami Agenda", made a
detailed visit to various Coal
Mines situated at an altitude
of several thousand feet in
Tehsil Dara Adam Khel,
District Kohat, where he met
the hundreds of Labours
working in the mines.

The Labours on this
occasion well come the
Commissioner Kohat and
delighted to find him in the
Cool Mines. They on this

occasion openly discussed
their problems and high-
lighted other issues also.
Commissioner Kohat, on
the demand of Coal Mines

Labours, decided the
immediate set up of a Free
Medical Camp in the area
on health related issues,
which will include
Specialists in Skin, Chest,
ENT ect.

Motasim BIllah Shah

assured the Labours to talk
to the high ups of the
Labours Department on
their key problems and
issues. He called upon the
Mines Owners to take the
Labours' problems serious-
ly and try to provide them
maximum facilities. He on
this occasion also assured
full support on behalf of the
district and divisional
administration.

PPP arranges Shaheed
Khatem-e-Nabuwat Z.AB moot

F.P. Report

RISALPUR: Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party arranged Sha-
heed Khatam-e-Nabuwat

Zulfigar  Ali Bhutto
Conference at Nowshera,
on Monday. Shaheed

Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, by
declaring Qadianis as non-
Muslims on September 7,
1974, secured the faith of
Muslims around the world
and earned a brave position
in history. The people of
Pakistan and the Muslim
Ummah pay tribute to
Shaheed  Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto's greatness, bravery,
and courageous decisions

in strong words, the speak-
ers added.

According to details,
PPP Nowshera organized
the Shaheed Khatam-e-
Nabuwwat Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto  Conference in
Rasalpur Bazaar. The con-
ference was presided over
by PPP Nowshera president
Muhammad Saleem Khan
Khokhar. Professor Ze-
eshan Khan recited the
Holy Quran, and Mian
Sohail Shah Sarhad pre-
sented a Naat Sharif. Ha-
ider Nawaz Khan Khattak
Advocate performed the
duties of stage secretary.

PPP’s leaders including

district president Muham-
mad Saleem Khan
Khokhar, Senior Vice
President Saeedullah Khan,
Vice President Mumtaz,
Religious Scholar Maulana
Usman Ali Shah, Inform-
ation Secretary Muhammad
Farooq Khan, former
Information Secretary
Noor-ul-Bashir, Pabbi pres-
ident Muhammad Ilyas,
Nowshera president Malik
Hidayat Khan, former
Nazim Khushgi, Jehangira
president Naeem Jan, PPP's
senior lawyer Syed Abid
Ali Shah advocate and oth-
ers addressed the partici-
pants.

JUI-F Karak
elects new cabinet

F.P. Report

KARAK: Jammiat-e-Ulema
Islam Fazal (JUI-F) elected
Hafiz ibn Amin as Emir
Ameer and Maulana Zahoor
Ahmed General Secretary
with a huge majority, on
Monday.

In this regard, secret vot-
ing was conducted in Darul
Uloom Kirk under the super-
vision of Manzar Javed
Advocate. Party elections
were held through which
603 general members cast
their votes and former
District Ameer Hafiz Amin

was again elected as District
Ameer and former General
Secretary Maulana Zahoor
Ahmed as General
Secretary.

He also reiterated his
determination that Kirk,
which has been a stronghold
of the Jamiat in the past, will
work beyond its limits to
prove itself as a stronghold
again soon, God willing.

DIG visits Karak:
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Kohat held Police
Durbar in Karak district.
Urgent orders issued to solve
the problems faced by the

police. The police depart-
ment is a disciplinary force
and every police officer and
official must respect the dis-
cipline of the department.

According to details, on
arrival DIG was saluted by
well-armored force of Kirk
Police.  District  Police
Officer Karak Khan Khel
along with Circle SDPOs,
DSP CTD, SHOs and other
officers assigned in various
police stations and check-
points, Special Branch, Anti-
Corruption, Traffic Wardens,
DSB staff and women in
Darbar.

Laborer
killed as wall

collapses
Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWSHERA: A laborer
was killed while another
sustained critical wounds
when an under-construc-
tion wall fell on them in
Pabbi tehsil of Nowshera
district on Monday.

Rescue 1122 officials
said laborers were busy in
construction of a wall in
Dag Ismailkhel area of
Pubbi when the wall fell on
them. As a result a laborer
identified as Shah Mir (45),
a resident of Khyber dis-
trict was killed on the scene
while another laborer
named Ishaq (33), resident
of Bajaur was critically
injured. The rescue workers
shifted the body and
injured to Nowshera hospi-

tal.
Admn
monitoring

govt schools
F.P. Report

TOBA TEK SINGH: On
the instructions of Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, the district
administration is continu-
ously monitoring govern-
ment schools to improve
the quality of education in
government schools.

In this regard,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner General

Zeeshan Labbha Masih
made a detailed visit to
Government Boys and
Girls High School Chak
No. 293 GB. The
Additional Deputy
Commissioner General
made a detailed review of
the school arrangements,
attendance of teachers and
staff, classrooms, building
and available facilities, and
met the school manage-
ment, teachers and stu-
dents.

Discussed overall educa-
tional environment includ-
ing availability of facilities,
other administrative issues.
He taught the students in
the class and later listened
to them, and evaluated the
academic performance of
the students. Additional
Deputy Commissioner
General Zeeshan Labbha
Masih also guided the stu-
dents regarding cleanliness,
instilling passion for educa-
tion, setting goals, dealing
with adverse situations and
respecting human rights.
Later of the school council
also meet the members. On
this occasion, along with
CO  Education  Tahir
Mehmood, he also planted
a sapling under the planta-
tion campaign.

Sardar Domki

passes away

QUETTA (INP): Balochistan
Minister for Local
Governments Sardar Mir
Chakkar Khan Domki passed
away in Karachi on Monday
after a prolonged illness.

According to media
reports, Sardar Sarfaraz
Domki had been unwell for
some time and was undergo-
ing treatment at a hospital in
Karachi. The late Sardar
Sarfaraz Domki will be laid
to rest in Sibi. He was a
member of the Balochistan
Assembly, elected from
provincial constituency PB-8
(Lehri) from  Pakistan
Peoples Party
Parliamentarian (PPPP) in
the February 2024 general
elections.

He was born on 12
August 1969 in Lehri
District. He has a degree in
Bachelor of Arts. He served
as assistant commissioner
and additional deputy com-
missioner in the
Government of Balochistan
between 1988 and 2010.

IGP inaugurates
residential quarters

Fazal Haq

MARDAN: Inspector Ge-
neral Police (IGP) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Akhtar Hayat
Gandapur inaugurated two
major projects for welfare
of police personnel and
promoting public safety, on
Monday. The visit com-
menced at the Regional
Police Office Mardan,
where he was warmly
received by senior police

|| officials.

According to details,
IGP inaugurated new resi-
dential quarters for lower
subordinates at Police
Lines, Mardan. Previously,
these quarters were in a
state of disrepair, posing
numerous challenges for
the officers. The newly
constructed quarters mark a
significant step toward the
welfare of lower-ranked
officers, providing them
with improved living con-
ditions and reflecting the
KP Police’s commitment to
the well-being of its per-
sonnel.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Akhtar Hayat
Gandapur emphasized,
“The welfare of our lower
subordinates remains a top
priority. This initiative is
part of our broader vision to
provide more relief and
support to those serving on
the front lines.” The IGP
reaffirmed that improving
the housing and living con-
ditions for police personnel
would remain a continuous
effort under his leadership.

The IGP also inaugurat-
ed the first-ever Road
Safety and Education Unit
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
launched in Mardan as a
model for the entire
province.  This  unit,
designed to promote aware-
ness of road safety and traf-
fic regulations, is expected
to play a vital role in reduc-
ing road accidents and edu-
cating the public on safe
driving practices.

“This unit will not only
educate the public about
traffic rules but also
encourage safer driving
habits, ultimately reducing
accidents across the region

in Mardan
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said Hayat
Gandapur during the cere-
mony. He stressed that the
Road Safety and Education
Unit represents the KP
Police's commitment to
public safety, with Mardan
leading the way as the pio-
neering district. IGP inau-
gurated the refurbished
officer's mess at RPO
Office marking a further
improvement in the accom-
modations provided to
police personnel. During
the visit, IGP highlighted
the government's continu-
ous efforts to improve facil-
ities for police officers,
ensuring their well-being
and creating an environ-
ment conducive to carrying
out their duties effectively.

Real estate sector:
President Mardan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
and provincial general sec-
retary of Tajran Zahir Shah,
said that the real estate sec-
tor is the biggest recovery
for the government and due
to the recent increase in
taxes, this sector is suffer-
ing from many problems
along with this, the govern-
ment is also suffering.

He said this while speak-
ing as a special guest at the
opening of the property
office on University Road.
On this occasion, Zahir
Shah formally inaugurated
the office by cutting the rib-
bon. Shakir Khan, Shoaib
Alam, Iqgtidar Khan, Noor
Rahman, Ayaz Khan and
others were present with
him. Addressing the cere-
mony, Zahir Shah said that
the construction industry
related to real estate and
many sectors related to it
will also suffer, including
cement, steel, Electronics,
hardware, wood, etc, so
keeping all these issues in
mind, the government
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should review its decision
and reduce the property
taxes substantially so that
this sector avoids destruc-
tion and is on the path of
development, which not
only benefits the general
public but also the govern-
ment will also benefit.
WSSCM CEO assumes
charge: Chief Executive

Officer Water and
Sanitation Services
Company Mardan

(WSSCM) Shahid Khan
assumes charge and chaired
a meeting with the compa-
ny’s management officers,
emphasizing the need to
enhance and improve the
service delivery and main-
taining cleanliness in the
city and provision of clean
drinking water.

He stated that no effort
will be spared in ensuring
the supply of safe drinking
water to the citizens. He
also emphasized that sani-
tation workers deserve
more respect and acknowl-
edgement. Shahid Khan
directed the water supply
staff to take immediate
action for water quality
test.

Furthermore, he urged
every member of society to
take responsibility for
cleanliness, water conser-
vation, and environmental
protection, avoiding water
wastage and littering in
undesignated areas, as a
clean and healthy environ-
ment is essential for all cit-
izens.

He concluded that pro-
moting civic education,
raising social awareness
and creating a sense of
ownership among the citi-
zens is the ultimate goal
of the company and all
available resources will
be utilized to fulfill this
mission.

SWCCI commits
to develop tribal areas

F.P. Report

WANA: South Waziristan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SWCCI) has reaf-
firmed its commitment to
ensuring the continuation
of trade activities at the
Pak-Afghan Angoor Adda
crossing. In a recent con-
versation with the media,
Chamber President Saifur
Rehman emphasized the
organization’s dedication to
addressing the demands of
the local tribes residing in
the border region.

Rehman highlighted the
Chamber's persistent efforts
on various platforms to keep
trade routes open, particu-
larly at the strategic Angoor
Adda gate, which is crucial
for cross-border commerce.
"We have always been at the
forefront of promoting trade
in this region, and we will
not stay away from making
sacrifices to secure the eco-
nomic future of our people,"

he said.

He noted that the
Chamber’s leadership has
submitted numerous formal
requests through communi-
ty elders, political figures,
religious leaders, and the
press, urging the govern-
ment to ensure the border
gate remains operational.
According to Rehman,
these efforts are well-docu-
mented and reflect the
Chamber’s sole focus: the
promotion of trade and
business in the region.

“The world is witness to
our tireless efforts in
expanding trade activities
in South Waziristan, and
our resolve to have the gov-
ernment acknowledge the
demands of the tribes living
along the Pak-Afghan bor-
der,” Rehman stated.

In his remarks, Rehman
also addressed challenges
posed by detractors within
Lower Waziristan. He
accused certain groups of

engaging in propaganda
against the Chamber’s lead-
ership, suggesting that
these individuals are acting
at the behest of external
influences. According to
him, their actions are part
of a wider conspiracy to
hinder local trade develop-
ment and prevent the com-
munity from realizing the
full benefits of cross-border
commerce.

"We have extensive
experience in boosting
trade, and we are committed
to using this expertise for
the welfare of our region.
Any attempts to undermine
these efforts will not suc-
ceed," Rehman asserted.
The South  Waziristan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry remains resolute in
its mission to safeguard the
interests of local traders and
the community at large,
while fostering economic
growth through continued
cross-border engagement.

WSSC CEO commits
for delivery of services

F.P. Report

BANNU: Water and Sanit-
ation Services Company
(WSSC) Bannu Chief
Executive assumes the
charge of the office and
held meeting while placed
a proposal for the
improvement of the serv-
ices delivery. Operations
Manager Jawad Kundi,
Deputy Operations Shazib
Khan, Bakht Niaz Khan,
Shab Niaz Khan, Pir
Aurangzeb Khan and other
officers were also present.
The newly appointed
Chief Executive Mubha-
mmad Imran Khan from
the meeting Speaking to
the media, he said that
hundreds of employees,
staff and officers will
work together in the field
because we have accepted
the challenge of the chief
executive. They will use
all the means to build the
city and in this regard they
will use all their energy to
clean up the city and elim-
inate years of dirt.
Leaders and elected

municipal representatives
cooperate with the WSSC
because the provision of
the best possible facilities
is included in our first pri-
orities. He said that the
district administration and
the WSSC will work
together so that the prob-
lems of the people can be
solved at their doorsteps.
And the city will also look
clean, he said that during
the rains in the majority of
areas, water enters the
houses due to the failure of
the drainage system, but
homework has been set for
the officials and soon the
public will be handed over
to the WSSC Positive
changes will be felt within
the city

UET Controller
Exams hold meeting:
University of Science and
Technology in Bannu
organized a high-level
meeting in the chairman-
ship of Controller of
Examinations Hussain
Shah for the holding of BS
second semester, ADA and
ADS exam More than 30

exam centers have been
established for five thou-
sand students, for which
all the arrangements have
been completed.

The exam will continue
from September 24 to
October 2. The meeting
was held in which
Additional Controller Yar
Muhammad Janbaz,
Superintendent Jamshed
Khan, Office Assistant
Hussain Allah Khan and
other officers participated.
Centers were established
for which the University's
Code of Conduct was offi-
cially issued.

At this point, the
Controller of
Examinations Hussain

Shah told the meeting that
in the light of the clear
orders of Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Aurangzeb Khan,
arrangements were made
to hold a transparent
examination. in which
hundreds of staff have also
been deployed. Special
teams have also been
formed for raids during the
exam.
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NK military aid to Russia presents
major battlefield problem: Ukraine

KYIV (Reuters):

the battlefield.
The head of Ukraine's

intelligence agency GUR, Kyrylo
Budanov, said North Korean military
aid to Russia presented the biggest
concern compared to support provid-
ed by Moscow's other allies. "They
supply huge amounts of artillery
ammunition, which is critical for
Russia," he said, pointing to the ramp
up in the battlefield hostilities follow-

ing such deliveries.

Ukraine and the United States,
among other countries and independ-
ent analysts, say North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un is helping Russia in the
war against Ukraine by supplying
missiles and ammunition in return for
economic and other military assis-
tance from Moscow. Russia's boost in
the production of guided bombs also
presented a "huge problem for the
frontline", Budanov said at the Yalta
European Strategy conference organ-
Pinchuk

ised by the Victor
Foundation in Kyiv.

Ukraine's forces are stretched thin
more than 30 months into the full-
scale invasion, working to stave off
Russian advance toward key towns in
the country's east. Ukrainian forces

Ukraine's spy
chief said that Russia's increased
production of guided bombs as well
as artillery ammunition deliveries
from North Korea present major
problems for Ukrainian forces on

military

said Russian

next year.
"During this

have also made an incursion into the
western Russian region of Kursk. A
ramp up in the production of the
Iskander-type missiles has resulted in
Russia's "massive use" of weapons to
attack Ukraine, Budanov said.

This year's strikes on Ukraine's
critical infrastructure have caused
significant damage to the country's
power grid, leading to power cuts.
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy has
renewed pleas for air defence sup-
port from Ukraine's allies. Budanov
internal
showed that Moscow will face a
recruitment crunch in the middle of

period (summer
2025) they will face a dilemma:
either to declare mobilisation or to
somehow reduce the intensity of hos-
tilities, which may ultimately be crit-
ical for them," Budanov said.

Meanwhile, Ukraine would have a
good military reason to strike deeper
into Russia using Western weapons, a
senior NATO military official said.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
met US President Joe Biden at the
White House as Ukraine's allies dis-
cuss whether to give a go-ahead for
Kyiv to use long-range missiles
against targets in Russia.

President Vladimir Putin has said
the West would be directly fighting
Russia if it allowed Ukraine to strike
with Western-made long-range mis-

planning

siles. At a meeting in Prague of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization's
Military Committee - the alliance's
highest military authority - its chair-
man Admiral Rob Bauer said the law
on armed conflict gave a nation the
right to defend itself and that did not
stop at its border. At the same time,
he said, nations providing weapons
also had a right to place limitations
on their use.

He said: "In military terms, you
do (those attacks) because you want
to weaken the enemy that attacks
you in order to not only fight the
arrows that come your way, but also

attack the archer. "So, militarily,

there is a good reason to do that; to
weaken the enemy, to weaken its
logistics lines, fuel, ammunition that
comes to the front." The other side
of the discussion was political, he
said, as nations supplying weapons
may feel responsible for them, and
those political talks continue.
Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy has been asking allies to

allow Ukraine to use Western mis-
siles, including long-range US
ATACMS and British  Storm

Shadows, deep into Russian territory
to limit Moscow's ability to launch
attacks. Putin said the actual pro-
gramming of the missiles' flight paths
would have to be done by NATO mil-
itary personnel, because Kyiv did not
have the capabilities itself.

How Kamala Harris got ready
for her big debate moment

WASHINGTON (AP): It
was almost time for the
presidential debate, but
Kamala  Harris'  staff
thought there was one more
thing she needed to know.
So less than an hour before
the vice president left her
Philadelphia hotel, two
communications aides got
her on the phone for one of
the strangest briefings of
her political career.

They told her that
Donald Trump had been
posting on social media
about a false and racist
rumor that Haitian migrants
in Springfield, Ohio, were
eating people's pets. The
former president might
mention it during the
debate, they said. The warn-
ing, described by two peo-
ple with knowledge of the
conversation, proved spot
on.

While answering a ques-
tion about immigration pol-
icy, Trump said migrants in
Springfield were "eating the
dogs" and "they're eating
the cats." Harris laughed,
shook her head and stared at
her Republican opponent in
amazement. "Talk about
extreme," she said, and then
moved on. It was easily the
most bizarre moment from
last week's debate, spawn-
ing an explosion of online
memes and parody videos.
Now, Harris is trying to use
her performance as an
ongoing source of momen-

tum, hoping to rekindle the
kind of energy that she gen-
erated when she replaced
President Joe Biden at the
top of the Democratic tick-
et.

It is unclear whether the
debate will affect the out-
come of the Nov. 5 elec-
tion. In a flash poll of view-
ers conducted by CNN
afterward, opinions of
Trump were unchanged and
Harris received only a
slight bump in the share of
people who view her favor-
ably. But her team is mak-
ing the most of it, turning
key points into television
advertisements and flood-
ing the internet with clips.
No equivalent effort is
apparent from Trump's
side, despite his repeated
insistence that he came out
on top. There almost cer-
tainly will not be another
debate; Trump has said he
will not do one. That means
the debate at the National
Constitution Center in
Philadelphia may be the
only chance that voters will
have to see the candidates
side by side. This story is
based on interviews with
five people close to Harris,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity to describe pri-
vate conversations and
reveal new details about
how she prepared for and
handled the debate. It was
her first time meeting
Trump in person.

Harris spent five days
getting ready at a hotel in
downtown Pittsburgh after
a breakneck few weeks of
campaigning. Her team
recreated the set where she
would debate Trump on the
night of Sept. 10. It was a
far more professional setup
than Harris had used eight
years earlier as she was run-
ning for Senate in
California, when campaign
staff taped together card-
board boxes to serve as
makeshift lecterns.

Two  communications
aides - one man, one
woman - stood in for David
Muir and Linsey Davis, the
ABC News debate modera-
tors. Philippe Reines, a
longtime aide to Hillary
Clinton, reprised his role as
Trump, which he played
when the former secretary
of state ran for president.
Reines wore a dark suit, a
long red tie and orange
bronzer to embody Trump.

One challenge would be
the microphones. When
Biden was running, his
team agreed that the debate
microphones should be
muted when it was not a
candidate's turn to speak.
But Harris' staff wanted the
microphones hot at all
times, which would allow
her to jump in and create
more opportunities  for
Trump to make outbursts.

But their campaign could
not reach an agreement to

change the rules, and the
original plan remained in
place. Harris decided to
make the most of the split
screen format, where each
candidate would be on cam-
era at all times. Biden had
flubbed the visual test when
he debated Trump in June,
often looking aimless with
his mouth slightly agape.
Harris provided silent com-
mentary  through  her
expressiveness - laughing,
raising her eyebrows, bring-
ing her hand to her chin
with a quizzical look.

At one point during
preparations, staff members
suggested practicing man-
nerisms that Harris could
use. The vice president
waved them off, saying she
would be fine without that
kind of rehearsal.

Harris rarely left the
hotel during preparations.
On Sept. 7, she took a field
trip to Penzeys Spices,
where she picked up some
seasoning mixes. One
woman in the store wept as
Harris hugged her. On Sept.
8, Harris and her husband,
Doug Embhoff, went to a
military airbase and took a
walk for about a half hour.
Because of security consid-
erations, the tarmac was the
only place where they could
stretch their legs. Asked if
she was ready for the
debate, Harris gave
reporters a thumb's up and
said "ready."

Trump’s VP pick JD Vance defends
spreading false story about migrants

WASHINGTON: Former
President Donald Trump's
running mate in the US
election, Republican
Senator JD Vance, has
defended amplifying false
stories about migrants
stealing and eating pets in
the United States, saying
in an interview that the
political ends justify the
means.

During several televi-
sion appearances, Vance
was questioned about the
unfounded claims he and
Trump have made about
Haitian migrants in the
city of Springfield, Ohio,
as part of a wider attack on
the immigration policies

of the Democratic presi-
dential candidate, Vice
President Kamala Harris.

Trump had touted the
false story during his first
- and likely only debate -
with Harris last week, with
67 million viewers tuning
in. Local officials have
repeatedly said they have
received no evidence to
support the rumours. But
Vance remained defiant,
saying in an interview
with CBS News that he
had received "verifiable
and confirmable" accounts
from residents of the Ohio
community, without pro-
viding further evidence of
the alleged incidents.

"Everybody who has
dealt with a large influx of
migration knows that
sometimes there are cul-
tural practices that seem
very far out there to a lot
of Americans,” he said.
"Are we not allowed to

talk about this in the
United States of
America?" In another

exchange on CNN, Vance
was asked to "affirmative-
ly say" that there is no evi-
dence to support the sto-
ries about Haitian
migrants eating  pets.
Vance again replied he
was only responding to
constituents' concerns.

"If I have to create stories

so that the American media
actually pays attention to the
suffering of the American
people, then that's what I'm
going to do ... because you
guys are completely letting
Kamala Harris coast,"
Vance replied, before
backpedaling. "I say that
we're creating a story, mean-
ing we're creating the
American media focusing
on it," Vance said. For his
part, Trump again refer-
enced Springfield, Ohio,
during a speech near Los
Angeles, vowing to deport
Haitian immigrants from the
community if elected in the
November 5 vote.
Aljazeera

Mexico’s
violent Sinaloa
state logs 19

homicides

MEXICO CITY (Reuters):
Mexican authorities logged
seven homicides in the
western state of Sinaloa,
the latest violence to plague
an area where increasingly
frequent shootouts are fuel-
ing fears of the possible
start of an intra-cartel war.

The deaths bring the
number of killings within
the week to 19, after 12
killings were registered.
The Sinaloa prosecutor's
office in a statement said
the latest victims were
found in four separate loca-
tions.

Two people were killed
in the capital of Culiacan,
and five in the municipality
of Concordia, both of
which  the  statement
described as places "where
violent  events  have
occurred between criminal
groups.” Sinaloa, on the
Pacific Coast, is the home
base of the powerful
Sinaloa Cartel, a drug gang
once led by kingpin
Joaquin  "El  Chapo"
Guzman, who is now serv-
ing a life sentence in the
US The July arrest of
another  veteran  gang
leader, Ismael "El Mayo"
Zambada, has stoked fears
of infighting and turf bat-
tles.

The prosecutor's office
also said it received eight
reports in Culiacan of men
who had been kidnapped.
In Culiacan, businesses
have closed, public trans-
portation has been cut back
and Independence Day fes-
tivities have been canceled
due to the worsening vio-
lence.

N Korea’s
FM leaves for
Russia

MOSCOW (Reuters):
North Korean Foreign
Minister Choe Son Hui has
flown to Russia to attend
the fourth Eurasian
Women's Forum and the
BRICS Women's Forum in
Saint Petersburg, Russia's
embassy in North Korea

said on Monday.
"Russian Ambassador
(Alexander Ivanovich)

Matsegora saw off North
Korean Foreign Minister
Choe Son Hui at the
Pyongyang International
Airport," the embassy said
in a post on its Vkontakte
social  network.  The
embassy said that the min-
ister's speeches and partici-
pation in discussions are
planned at the forum,
which will take place Sept.
18 to 20.

Valentina Matviyenko,
speaker of the Federation
Council, Russia's upper
house of parliament, said in
June that delegations from
almost a hundred countries
were expected at the forum.
"We will strive to ensure a
record foreign representa-
tion in the entire history of
the Forum," Matviyenko
said in June, according to a
transcript provided on the
Council's website. Russian
President Vladimir Putin
has attended previous
meetings of the forum, but
the Kremlin is yet to
announce his participation
in this year's forum.

Warming ties between
the countries reached a new
high this year when Putin
signed a deal with North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un that included a mutual
defence pledge during a
visit to Pyongyang. The
United States and its allies
have accused North Korea
of helping Russia by sup-
plying weapons for its war
in Ukraine in return for
economic and other mili-
tary assistance. Moscow
and Pyongyang have
denied this.

Iran says it is
open to talks

DUBAI (Reuters): Iran's for-
eign minister said that
Tehran was open to diploma-
cy to solve disputes but not
"threats and pressure”, state
media reported, after the US
and three European powers
imposed sanctions against
the country's aviation sector.

Abbas Araqchi's com-
ments come a day after The
European Union's chief
diplomat said the bloc is con-
sidering new sanctions tar-
geting Iran's aviation sector,
in reaction to reports Tehran
supplied Russia with ballis-
tic missiles in its war against
Ukraine. "Iran continues on
its own path with strength,
although we have always
been open to talks to resolve
disputes but dialogue
should be based on mutual
respect, not on threats and
pressure,” Araqchi said,
according to the official
news agency IRNA.

America faces
a new normal in
political violence

WASHINGTON (BBC):
After decades without
political violence directed
at a presidential candidate
from one of the major par-
ties, the US has now expe-
rienced this twice in the
space of two months - with
former president Donald
Trump the target on both
occasions.

In mid-July, he narrowly
avoided being shot in the
head by a gunman at a rally
in Butler, Pennsylvania.
The 20-year-old attacker
was shot dead by a sniper.
During a round of golf, he
was the apparent target of
another would-be assassin,
according to the FBI, with a
suspect now in custody.

Investigators said a man
armed with an AK-47 style
rifle was waiting in the
bushes while Trump played
on his West Palm Beach
golf course before the
alleged assailant was spot-
ted by Secret Service
agents, who opened fire.
Americans have had to
adjust to "new normals" in
politics - large and small -
on a seemingly regular
basis in the past few years.
The national discourse has
coarsened, partisan divi-
sions have sharpened and
become more entrenched,
and the standards for candi-
date behaviour have erod-
ed. Given the national epi-
demic of gun violence,
these kind of attacks are
perhaps another, inevitable

new normal. But for now, it
is still shocking.

"Violence has no place
in America," Vice-
President Kamala Harris -
who is also Trump's
Democratic opponent this
election - said in a state-
ment after the incident in
Florida. Details of the
apparent assassination
attempt - the identity and
motivation of the assailant
in particular - will ultimate-
ly determine the impact this
has on American politics.
But, for the moment, it
seems like - the vice-presi-
dent's comments notwith-
standing - this kind of vio-
lence is increasingly part of
today's America. Donald
Trump, in his first state-
ment following the appar-
ent attempt on his life,
promised that nothing
would slow him down or
make him surrender.

The response fits into a
campaign that has often
argued the former presi-
dent has become a target of
persecution and attack
because he speaks out for
the "forgotten" Americans.
His words after his first
near-assassination in July -
"fight, fight, fight" -
became a rallying cry for
his supporters. "They're
not coming after me,
they're coming after you,"
Trump likes to say. "I'm
just standing in the way."
Now the former president
has another dramatic

example he can use to
illustrate his point. This
latest incident may not
pack the emotional heft as
the shooting in Butler,
Pennsylvania, however.

That attack happened at
a public rally, in full view
of television cameras, with
the former president blood-
ied and defiant. One sup-
porter was killed and two
others wounded. This time
around, the incident
occurred on a golf course
Trump owns, with the for-
mer  president  more
removed from immediate
danger. Without graphic
images to replay for days, it
may affect how much of an
impact this has on the pub-
lic's conscience. At the very
least, however, the apparent
assassination attempt will
generate new headlines that
at least temporarily break
from what has been a chal-
lenging past few days for
the former president's cam-
paign.

Trump's defensive,
uneven performance during
last week's debate against
Ms Harris, criticism of his
association with the con-
spiracy-minded Laura
Loomer and social media
diatribe against singer
Taylor Swift will be pushed
to the side. Drama may be
shocking, but with just over
seven weeks remaining in
this presidential campaign,
there seem certain to be
more twists to come.

US-China military
leaders hold routine talks

BANGKOK (AP): Military
leaders from the US and
China met in Beijing for
routine talks that only
resumed in January after
being suspended for two
years as ties between the
two countries soured. The
meetings ended and offi-
cials discussed ongoing
issues such as Taiwan, the
Russia-Ukraine war and
clashes in the South China
Sea.

Michael Chase, deputy
assistant  secretary  of
defense for China, Taiwan
and Mongolia led a delega-
tion to engage in the bilat-
eral  Defense  Policy
Coordination Talks, which
were last held in January..
While the talks weren't
expected to resolve long-
standing differences in
stances over issues ranging
from South China Sea
claims to Taiwan, the US
has continued to push for
the discussions as a way to
avoid conflict.

The meetings were held
after Chase attended the
Xiangshan  forum  in
Beijing, a defense forum
that is China's answer to the
Shangri-La Dialogue.
Communication between
the two militaries broke off
in 2021, as US-China ten-
sions ratcheted up over

widening differences on
issues such as Taiwan's
sovereignty, the origin of
COVID-19 and economic
issues.

Beijing has ignored US
requests to engage in the
past, especially over inter-
cepts between US and
Chinese aircraft and ships.
While communications
resumed after US President
Joe Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping met in
San Francisco last
November, it is unclear
whether the talks could con-
tinue as the US is poised for
a presidential election. In
the bilateral talks, the two
sides discussed China's sup-
port for Russia during the
ongoing Ukraine war, as
well as China's actions in
the South China Sea, said a
US senior defense official
briefing reporters on the
meetings. The Philippine
ship at a disputed shoal,
BRP Teresa Magbanua, had
left in order to resupply and
provide medical care to its
crew members. The defense
official said that they were
"watching further develop-
ments there very closely."
China's claims over the
South China Sea have
become increasingly
assertive, with increasing
clashes with the Philippine

coast guard. In August, both
sides accused each other
over a collision between
their ships which left gap-
ing holes in the Philippine
ships.

The maritime claims
have meant clashes at sea,
such as at the Sabina Shoal,
which both China and the
Philippines claim. China
had blocked attempts to
resupply the BRP Teresa
Magbanua, in August, with
a force of 40 ships. The
Philippines said it would
replace the ship immediate-
ly, but the departure of the
ship raises questions of
whether China would seize
the shoal. Filipino scientists
had previously found sub-
merged piles of crushed
corals in its shallows, lead-
ing to concern that China
may be preparing to build a
structure to stake its claim.
China confirmed the depar-
ture of the ship, which it
said "infringed on China's
territorial sovereignty."

"During this period,
China had taken control
measures against the ship in
accordance with the law
and multiple attempts by
the Philippine side to
forcibly resupply the ship
had failed," China Coast
Guard spokesperson Liu
Dejun said in a statement.

UK foreign minister
plays down Putin threats

LONDON (AFP): UK
Foreign Secretary David
Lammy accused Russian
President Vladimir Putin of
"bluster" over his warning
that letting Ukraine use
long-range weapons to
strike inside Russia would
put NATO "at war" with
Moscow.

Tensions between
Russia and the West over
the conflict reached dire
levels this week as US
President Joe Biden and
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer met at the White
House to discuss whether
to ease rules on Kyiv's use
of western-supplied
weaponry. "I think that
what Putin's doing is
throwing dust up into the
air," Lammy told the BBC.

"There's a lot of bluster.

That's his modus operandi.
He threatens about tanks,
he threatens about missiles,
he threatens about nuclear
weapons." Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky has been asking
for permission to use
British Storm Shadow mis-
siles and US-made
ATACMS missiles to hit
targets deeper inside
Russia for months. Biden
and Starmer delayed a
decision on the move dur-
ing their meeting.

It came after Putin
warned that green-lighting
use of the weapons "would
mean that NATO countries,
the US, European coun-
tries, are at war with
Russia". "If that's the case,
then taking into account
the change of nature of the

conflict, we will take the
appropriate decisions
based on the threats that we
will face," he added. The
Russian leader has long
warned western countries
that they risk provoking a
nuclear war over their sup-
port for Ukraine.

"We cannot be blown off
course by an imperialist
fascist, effectively, that
wants to move into coun-
tries willy nilly," said
Lammy. "If we let him with
Ukraine, believe me, he
will not stop there."
Lammy said that talks
between Starmer, Biden
and Zelensky over the use
of the missiles would con-
tinue at the United Nations
General Assembly gather-
ing in New York later this
month.

Japan’s elderly population
rises to record 36.25 million

TOKYO: Japan's elderly
population has hit a record
high of 36.25 million peo-
ple, with those aged 65 or
older now accounting for
almost one-third of
Japanese, according to gov-
ernment data.

Japan's  Ministry  of
Internal ~ Affairs and
Communications said that

the elderly make up an esti-
mated 29.3 percent of the
population, a higher propor-
tion than in any other coun-
try or region with more than
100,000 people. Roughly
20.53 million of those aged
65 or older are women,
while 15.72 million are
men, the ministry said.

The data also showed that

arecord 9.14 million elderly
people were employed last
year, accounting for one in
seven employees. Japan is
grappling with a worsening
demographic crisis as a
dwindling number of work-
ing-age people face being
saddled with mounting
healthcare and welfare costs
for the elderly. — Aljazeera
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Two-state call

is a reality
check for
Israel's elites

ESTERDAY morning, Israeli air
i strikes on refugee camps in north-

ern and central Gaza Kkilled four
people, according to local authorities.
Such deaths are an almost daily occur-
rence; more than 41,200 Palestinians have
been killed across a ruined Gaza and hun-
dreds more in the occupied West Bank
since the war began last October. In this
gruesome context, talk of a Palestinian
state can seem speculative but it cuts to the
heart of the conflict.

When Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, stated on Saturday that the UAE will
not support post-war efforts in Gaza without
the establishment of a Palestinian state, he
was emphasising and championing the grow-
ing global momentum for Palestinian self-
determination as the only realistic and com-
prehensive way of breaking the cycle of con-
flict. It was also a reality check for those in
Israel’s elites who may be labouring under
the delusion that other countries will resolve
the Palestinian question for them.

There is no shortage of goodwill and prac-
tical solidarity for the Palestinian people
among Arab countries, and the UAE has been
in the vanguard of those nations that have
sent lifesaving aid and treated the sick and
injured, all while championing calls for an
immediate ceasefire at the highest levels. The
Emirates has also indicated a willingness to
support a temporary international mission in
Gaza after the war — but only at the request of
the Palestinian government.

The Palestinians are a people who have had
too many decisions made over their heads
already, and their agency will be vital to the
task of eventually rebuilding Gaza — work
that will take a generation. The UAE is mak-
ing it clear that the Palestinians themselves
will be instrumental not only in the days after
the war but in building their own future. It is
not a job that can be outsourced. However,
good governance and leadership from the
Palestinians are instrumental for that to hap-
pen.

In fact, it is Israel’s sidelining of the
Palestinian people that has, arguably, helped
create this current catastrophe. Continuing
occupation and settlement building in the
West Bank, with a stranglehold on the futures
of two million Gazans was always an unsus-
tainable status quo. Sadly, the consequences
arising from years of such occupation appear
not to have been heeded by Israeli decision
makers, some of whom have doubled down
on their rejection of Palestinian statehood.

A July vote by Israeli MPs to reject
Palestinian statehood in principle took place
days before Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu — another high-profile opponent
of Palestinian sovereignty — travelled to
Washington to address the US Congress.
Other Israeli Cabinet ministers are on record
as explicitly opposing Palestinian self-deter-
mination.

Far from ensuring Israeli security, such
intransigence further isolates the country
politically and diplomatically. If anything,
support for Palestinian statehood through a
two-state solution is more common than
before, including among many and allies of
Israel.

Already this year, several countries have
unilaterally recognised Palestine and in May
the UN General Assembly voted overwhelm-
ingly in favour of Palestinian membership;
last week, delegates queued to greet Riyad
Mansour, the Palestinian Authority’s UN
ambassador, as he took his place at the
General Assembly.

On Friday, ministers from the Arab
League, the Organisation of Islamic Co-oper-
ation and four European nations reiterated
their position that a two-state solution is the
“only way to establish lasting peace and
security” for Israel and Palestine.

That peace and security will have to be
built with political and practical support from
outside Israel and Palestine, but it cannot be
done if Palestinians are denied a path to
building their own state, and without
Palestinian unity and good governance.
Resolving these core issues is key to stopping
the current war and further conflict in the
future.

Pukh TeoNs@gmail com

NATO obligations cannot
override international law

N September 2,
the British gov-
ernment

announced the suspen-
sion of 30 of 350 arms
export licences to Israel.
It said these weapons
exports could be used to
“commit or facilitate a
serious violation of
international humani-
tarian law”.

While this announce-
ment was hailed by some
as a positive development
that reflects growing
international pressure on
Israel to stop its genoci-
dal war in Gaza, it in no
way fulfils the United
Kingdom’s obligations
under international law.
In fact, it reflects NATO
members’ insistence on
overriding international
law in order to fulfil
alliance commitments.

In the context of the
ongoing genocidal Israeli
war in Gaza and the West
Bank, all states have the
duty to impose a full arms
embargo on Israel. This
duty derives from deci-
sions of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ)
from January and July
that concluded Israel is
plausibly carrying out
genocidal actions in Gaza
in violation of the
Genocide  Convention
and is illegally occupying
Palestine.

This duty has also been
asserted by the UN
Human Rights Council
and various UN experts.
Stopping the flow of
arms, energy and other
key exports to Israel is
meant to ensure the pro-
tection of the Palestinian
people.

In its legal note on the
suspension of some arms
sales, the British govern-
ment names violations of
Israel’s duty to enable the
delivery of humanitarian
aid and the mistreatment
of prisoners as probable
violations of international
humanitarian law. The
UK  Foreign  Office
lawyers who drafted the
note seem to accept that
Israel’s engagement in
Gaza and its conduct of
hostilities are lawful.

This rationale finds lit-
tle basis in international
law because it has been
clearly established that

Shahd Hammouri

Israel does not have the
right of self-defence in
territories it occupies and
its current offensive con-
duct is well outside the
permitted parameters of
self-defence. Some have
even argued that its
declared military goal of
annihilating Hamas is in
itself evidence of genoci-
dal intent.

The British govern-
ment’s interpretation fits
within the highly ques-
tionable anti-terrorism
framework inaugurated
by the United States “war
on terror” in the 2000s
and widely accepted by
its NATO allies. This
framework is not consid-
ered a part of customary
international law and rep-
resents a flagrant attempt
to create an exceptional
space for powerful states
to continue the prolifera-
tion of war in the Global
South.

The British govern-
ment refuses to assert that
Israel is committing vio-
lations in its conduct of
hostilities, such as dis-
proportional targeting of
civilians or destruction of
civilian infrastructure,
including hospitals and
schools. It justifies its
position by saying avail-
able information is not
enough to make such
assertions. Furthermore,
it engages with Israel’s
claim that Hamas is using
Palestinian civilians as
human shields.

These statements have
fragile legal and factual
premises. The UK
Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office
is treating evidence pre-
sented by Israel as more
credible than evidence
presented by Palestinians
despite Israel’s rich histo-
ry of pathological lying.
Furthermore, as repeated-
ly asserted, the human
shields argument has
been historically used in
bad faith to justify mass
civilian casualties in set-
tler colonial contexts.

The British govern-
ment has made clear that
it will continue to supply
parts for the F-35 fighter
jet to Israel under a
NATO programme

despite the fact that this
aircraft has been used
against civilians in Gaza.
In his statement to the
House of Commons,
Foreign Minister David
Lammy justified this
exemption by stating that
the UK’s participation in
the programme is “crucial
to wider peace and secu-
rity”.

This choice of words is
ironic given that Israel’s
conduct in Gaza and gen-
erally in the Middle East
threatens international
peace and security. The
notion of “peace and
security” is also a corner-
stone of the UN Charter,
and UN member states
have the obligation to
preserve them.

Lammy, of course,
does not refer to the UN
Charter but to NATO’s
securitised language.
According to the military
alliance’s logic, “peace
and security” is whatever
serves the current world
order spearheaded by the
US.

The North Atlantic
Treaty, which established
NATO, states that the
security obligations of
the members do not over-
ride international law. In
practice, however, as the
current situation illus-
trates, state members pri-
oritise NATO obligations
over international law.
They mask this lack of
adherence through fragile
interpretations of the rel-
evant law and facts.

NATO states are in
defiance of the ICJ’s July
decision on the illegality
of the Israeli occupation,
which clearly established
that security concerns
cannot override interna-
tional law. In his separate
declaration on the issue,
ICJ Judge Dire Tladi
wrote:

“As a first general
point, when addressing
security concerns, it
should be recalled that all
States, and not just Israel,
have security interests.
This includes Palestine.
Often, when the “security
concerns” claim is made,
it is as if only Israel has
security concerns or that
somehow, Israel’s securi-

ty concerns override
those of Palestine’s. The
second general point to
make is that security
interests as such, no mat-
ter how serious or legiti-
mate, cannot override
rules of international law,
a point made by the
Court.”

Similar to the UK, the
Netherlands has also
refused to disengage
from the F-35 combat air-
craft programme despite
a court decision ordering
a suspension of exports to
Israel. The Dutch govern-
ment has been accused of
selling parts meant for
the Israeli army to the
US, which then re-
exports them to Israel. In
July, a Dutch court
refused to prevent the
government from doing
so and allowed the pro-
gramme to continue.
Again, this decision is not
consistent with interna-
tional law.

Other NATO members,
including France and
Germany, have also dis-
regarded their interna-
tional legal obligations
and continued exports of
weapons to Israel.
Canada suspended new
arms licences but has
kept existing licences,
meaning that the arms
flow will not stop. By far
the biggest exporter of
arms to Israel — the US —
has not stopped sending
billions of dollars of arms
and ammunition despite
human rights organisa-
tions repeatedly finding
evidence that its weapons
and bombs have been
used in attacks on civilian
targets, causing massive
death tolls.

The power of the US
asserted through NATO
casts a long shadow of
normalised illegality.
Arms-exporting states are
maintaining the flow of
weapons in service of
geopolitical and econom-
ic interests, thus becom-
ing directly complicit in
the genocide of the
Palestinian people.

But international law is
clear: The supply of
weapons to a state
engaged in war crimes,
crimes against humanity
and a plausible genocide
is itself a crime.

Netanyahu’s Israel
1s more dangerous

Ghassan Charbel

N Sunday, Israeli
planes dropped
leaflets over

Wazzani in southern
Lebanon, demanding resi-
dents leave immediately
under the pretext that
Hezbollah was firing from
the area. The most alarm-
ing part of the message
was a phrase warning the
population not to return
‘“until the end of the war.”

The Israeli army’s quick
claim that the leaflets were
distributed on the orders of
an officer acting on his own
initiative does not diminish
the seriousness of what is
going on in the minds of
Israeli security officials.
Chief among their concerns
is the view that Hezbollah’s
Iranian arsenal poses an
existential threat. This is not
the first time Israel has
resorted to dropping threat-
ening flyers over Lebanon.
The Lebanese have long,
bitter experiences with this.
In the summer of 1982, the
Israeli army surrounded
Beirut and its planes
dropped leaflets designating
“safe routes” for residents to
leave the capital. They did
the same in south Lebanon
as Israeli tanks advanced
rapidly toward the capital.

It would not be an exag-
geration to say that the cur-
rent situation is far more
dangerous than it was during
the Israeli invasion that sum-
mer. At that time, Israeli
pressure aimed to force
Palestine Liberation
Organization fighters to
leave Lebanon, which was
achieved after a
ceasefire.Back then, Israel
saw the threat as coming
from Yasser Arafat’s forces
and his keffiyeh-wrapped
appearances from a
Lebanese balcony. At that
time, Lebanon did not host
any force that Israel consid-
ered an existential threat —
one that needed to be elimi-
nated. From that summer of
invasion and flyers,
Hezbollah would be born,
after Iran viewed Lebanon
as an opportunity to imple-
ment its constitutional man-
date of “exporting the revo-
lution.” The dropping of
leaflets over Lebanon today
is quite different from what
occurred in the early 1980s.
Israel is very different from
what it was even a year ago.
The region today does not
resemble what it was four
decades ago. Lebanon has
changed and so have Syria,
Iraq and Yemen.

We can also talk about a
different Iran, with its arse-
nal, regional presence,
nuclear ambitions and the
imprints left by Maj. Gen.
Qassem Soleimani in four
Arab countries, not to men-
tion his involvement in
Gaza’s armament, training
programs and war tunnel
creation. Israel’s defense
minister and some of its gen-
erals do not hide their desire
to repeat Gaza’s scenes on
Lebanese soil. They see war
with Hezbollah as an alter-
native to war with Iran itself.
They view it as a war with
Iran, but on Lebanese soil.
Within this context lie
dreams of restoring deter-
rence, imposing a long-term
ceasefire and  making
Lebanon pay a heavy price
for Hezbollah’s “war of
attrition” strategy, which the
group chose to wage at a cal-
culated pace following the
outbreak of the war on Oct.
7. In previous calculations,
observers would dismiss the
likelihood of Israel waging a
full-scale  war  against
Lebanon. Hezbollah is not
encircled like Hamas is in
Gaza. Its arsenal is advanced
and its supply routes remain
open through Syria, with

connections to Iran via Iraq.
Moreover, Iran, which can
afford to provide limited
support to Hamas in its con-
frontation with Israel’s mili-
tary machine, could not
exercise such restraint if
Hezbollah were to face a
crippling blow. In the 2006
war, Soleimani was present
in Beirut, actively participat-
ing. Today’s calculations
appear to be different.

In assessing the imminent
danger facing Lebanon,
attention must be paid to the
changes occurring in Israel.
In recent months, Israel’s
most dangerous prime min-
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu,
has succeeded in turning the
conflict in Gaza into an exis-
tential war, not merely a war
of discipline or revenge. It is
likely that even Yahya
Sinwar did not anticipate
this. The prevailing view
was that Israel could not
endure the deaths of hun-
dreds of its soldiers and the
strain of a prolonged war
that would exhaust its popu-
lation and economy.

This issue is not just
about Netanyahu’s personal
concerns and his fear of the
“day after” the war, with
investigative committees
and courts awaiting. It also
involves the military and
security  establishment’s
reading of the scale of the
threats, the priorities and the
required costs to confront
them. The Israeli public’s
belief that the current war is
an existential one leads them
to tolerate the burdens of a
costly conflict in terms of
human lives and the econo-
my. Netanyahu has also suc-
ceeded in prolonging the
war until America enters its
election season coma, par-
ticularly after confirming
that its fleets have no choice
but to support him in the
event of a regionwide con-
frontation. In recent months,
Netanyahu has shown an
ability to defy American
advice and warnings, as if he
is attempting to turn the cur-
rent war into a decisive one
that would spare Israel from
renewed fighting in the com-
ing decades. Recent Western
accusations against Iran —
of providing missiles and
drones to Russia and con-
cealing its nuclear ambitions
— could further push him
toward a major war on
Lebanese soil. The combat
would not be easy, of course,
and the destruction would
not be limited to the
Lebanese side, but the pro-
longed war in Gaza reveals
that a shift has occurred in
Israel regarding its capacity
to wage a lengthy battle.

Hamas’ leadership likely
did not expect the war to last
long enough to nearly mark
its first anniversary.
Similarly, Hezbollah’s lead-
ership probably did not
expect the war of attrition to
continue to this extent or at
its current cost. Hezbollah
ties the halt of its war of
attrition to the cessation of
hostilities in Gaza, but what
if Israel decides that the sec-
ond phase of its “existential
war” should unfold on
Lebanese territory and it
unleashes its advanced
killing machine on an
already fractured country?

It is clear that Lebanon is
slipping further into the dan-
ger zone. The country is
exhausted and the majority
of its people oppose involve-
ment in a full-scale, open-
ended war, but it lacks the
means to stave off the threat
of conflict. Only the US can
avert the looming danger,
but Lebanon is not prepared
to pay the price for
America’s role. Netanyahu’s
Israel is more dangerous
than Ariel Sharon’s Israel.

UK, GCC are far more than
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HE new UK govern-

I ment’s top priority is eco-

nomic growth, and this is
central to what I want to
achieve as business and trade
secretary. My department sits
at the heart of our new
approach to growth and is
responsible for championing
UK business, inward invest-
ment, trade policy and export
finance toward the UK’s pros-
perity.

We cannot do this alone. Nor
do we want to.

As an outward-facing nation,
the UK’s international partner-
ships endure thanks to the
strength of our political, commer-
cial and people-to-people ties.
These ties are particularly close
in Saudi Arabia and throughout
the countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council.

Our two kingdoms share a
commitment to economic pros-
perity, delivered through
increased investment and trade,
and underpinned by priority sec-
tors including education, health-
care, clean energy, technology
and infrastructure. Our bilateral
trade figures are testament to this,

mere trading partners

reaching an all-time high of £17.3
billion ($22.7 billion) in 2023.

Behind the statistics are real
companies that are finding suc-
cess in the Kingdom, from the
largest multinationals to the
smallest enterprises. Companies
like Benoy, which was responsi-
ble for designing the iconic
Bujairi Terrace, adjacent to the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of
At-Turaif. Or Downe House
Riyadh, the Kingdom’s first pre-
mium British all-girls school.
And Prior + Partners, which is
supporting the Royal
Commission for AlUla to create a
living museum at this ancient
site. These companies and many
more are contributing to the suc-
cess of Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030.

In support of this vision, UK
Export Finance, the UK’s export
credit agency, guaranteed an
Islamic Murabaha financing
facility for $700 million to
finance the construction of Six
Flags Qiddiya. This deal means
that UK supply chain companies
will be instrumental in delivering
the theme park, which will fea-
ture the world’s tallest, longest

Jonathan Reynolds

and fastest roller coaster.

I am here to take the UK-Saudi
trade and investment partnership
to the next level. Everyone I have
spoken to in Riyadh — from min-
isters to businesspeople — has
told me about the strength of the
relationship. Indeed, our support
for mutual economic growth
includes significant investment in
each other’s markets, with tens of
billions of dollars invested in
each other’s economies in recent
years.

It is an exciting time to visit
Saudi Arabia and I have seen for
myself the Kingdom’s energy and
ambition in the drive toward its
Vision 2030.

Next month, British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer,
Chancellor Rachel Reeves and |
will host an international invest-
ment summit to outline the UK’s
long-term plans and to hear from
global industry leaders about
their priorities and invite them to
share in our vision. I look forward
to meeting with business leaders
and investors from Saudi Arabia
and across the GCC. Our mes-

sage to the world is that the UK is
not only open to business, it is the
place to do business.

The UK’s trade program will
deliver deals that will benefit the
UK economy and those of our
partners by boosting trade with
some of the most dynamic
economies in the world. This is
why I announced in July our
intention to restart trade talks
with the GCC toward a free trade
agreement.

The UK’s bilateral trade with
the GCC stood at £57.4 billion
last year, with plenty of head-
room to grow into.

A trade agreement with the
GCC would unlock new invest-
ment both in the UK and here in
the Gulf. It would simplify proce-
dures, making it easier for our
companies to do business with
each  other. Because our
economies have strengths that
complement each other, an agree-
ment would remove barriers to
trade and, in doing so, create
mutual economic growth.

While the UK and the GCC are
trading partners, we are much
more than that. To more than
150,000 British people, the GCC

is also home. Tourism figures in
both directions remain very
strong. The global introduction of
the UK’s electronic travel author-
ization began with a rollout in the
GCC for good reason. More than
a million UK visitors travel to the
GCC’s vibrant cities and tourist
spots each year. Similarly, in
2023, the UK welcomed more
than a million visitors from the
GCC, including a record 286,000
visitors from Saudi Arabia.

All of this is possible thanks to
the deep and enduring foundation
of friendship built over genera-

tions between the UK and
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

As long-term strategic part-
ners, we appreciate what the
other has to offer. We prioritize
the policies, programs and strate-
gies that benefit our home
economies, while recognizing the
importance of mutual economic
growth. I am confident that an
ambitious and modern free trade
deal would further strengthen our
bonds, supporting our businesses
to create lasting economic stabili-
ty and prosperity for all our
people.
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Projec

t 2025 will go on,

even if Kamala wins

‘ ‘WHAT you’re going
to hear tonight is a
detailed and danger-

ous plan called Project

2025, that the former

president intends on

implementing if he were
elected again,” Vice

President Kamala Harris

warned the audience at

the beginning of the first
and possibly last debate
with her opponent, for-
mer President Donald

Trump.

Trump responded that
he had “nothing to do”
with it — a claim journal-
ists and pundits have
repeatedly refuted.

Conservative think tank
the Heritage Foundation
published Project 2025 in
2023 as a policy frame-
work document for the
Republican presidential
candidate. Although
Trump distanced himself
from Project 2025 in July,
he endorsed the Heritage
Foundation’s work on it
while it was still being
drafted. “This is a great
group, and they’re going
to lay the groundwork and
detail plans for exactly
what our movement will
do and what your move-
ment will do,” Trump said
at a dinner hosted by the
foundation in 2022.

From the far-right per-
spective, Project 2025
stands as a metaphorical
Hoover Dam against “the
long march of cultural
Marxism through our
institutions”. The intro-
duction of the 900-page
document claims: “The
federal government is a
behemoth, weaponized
against American citizens
and conservative values,
with freedom and liberty
under siege as never
before.” The goal of the
project is outlined as
restoring “[the American]
Republic to its original
moorings”.

One can be forgiven for
thinking that more than 50
conservative think tanks
and NGOs getting together
to formulate policy for a
future president is
unprecedented. Yet,
Project 2025 is hardly the
first time a bunch of far-
right Beltway policy
wonks have colluded to
help set an agenda for a
would-be  conservative
presidency.

If the political class was
truly being transparent,
they would call this play-
book Project 1965,
because that is at least how
far back the American
right started working on
resetting progressive poli-
cies.

There is certainly much
to be outraged about even
with a cursory read of
Project 2025.
Conservative policymak-
ers want to privatise the
Transportation  Security
Agency (TSA), the
Federal Emergency
Management  Agency’s
(FEMA) National Food
Insurance Program, the
federal housing loan giants
Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac, and all federal sub-
sidised student loans.

The Project 2025 gurus
also long for the elimina-
tion of the US Department
of Education (DOE) and
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA).
The DOE’s crime is they

are “a convenient
one-stop shop for

the woke education cartel,
which — as the COVID era
showed — is not particular-
ly concerned with chil-
dren’s education. Schools
should be responsive to
parents, rather than to left-
ist advocates intent on
indoctrination.”

As for NOAA, they are
“a colossal operation that
has become one of the
main drivers of the climate
change alarm industry
and” are  “harmful”
because of their “fatal con-
ceit of planning for the
unplannable”.

If these far-right recom-
mendations are not enough
to spark consternation,
there is plenty more.
Project 2025’s authors also

Donald Earl Collins

write in multiple places
about eliminating “social
engineering climate
change [mitigation], criti-
cal race theory, manufac-
tured extremism, and other
polarizing policies”. They
refuse to believe that “sys-
temic racism” is a thing.

Yet, as shocking as
Project 2025’s prescrip-
tions are, many of them
are not new. A great num-
ber of them have appeared
in the Heritage
Foundation-led publica-
tion Mandate for
Leadership, which has
been a mostly quadrennial
manual for conservatives
since 1981.

Initially, the Heritage
Foundation and its collab-

even further, to

the resistance to
the fight for racial justice
and civil rights in the
1950s and 60s. The back-
lash against the Civil
Rights Movement helped
spark the conservative
movement’s rise.

In 1962, as Arizona
Senator Barry Goldwater
geared up for his eventual
run as the Republican
nominee for president, he
declared, “I don’t like seg-
regation. But I don’t like
the Constitution kicked
around either.” When the
Civil Rights Act of 1964
did make its way through
Congress, South Carolina
Senator Strom Thurmond
appeared on TV to say he
was leaving the
Democratic Party for the

One can be forgiven for thinking that more than
50 conservative think tanks and NGOs getting
together to formulate policy for a future presi-

dent is unprecedented. Yet, Project 2025 is hardly

the first time a bunch of far-right Beltway policy

wonks have colluded to help set an agenda for a

would-be conservative presidency. If the political

class was truly being transparent, they would call
this playbook Project 1965, because that is at
least how far back the American right started
working on resetting progressive policies. There
is certainly much to be outraged about even with
a cursory read of Project 2025. Conservative poli-
cymakers want to privatise the Transportation

Security Agency (TSA), the Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s (FEMA) National Food

Insurance Program, the federal housing loan
giants Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, and all fed-
eral subsidised student loans. The Project 2025
gurus also long for the elimination of the US

Department of Education (DOE) and the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

(NOAA). The DOE’s crime is they are “a conven-

ient one-stop shop for the woke education cartel,

which - as the COVID era showed - is not partic-
ularly concerned with children’s education.

Schools should be responsive to parents, rather
than to leftist advocates intent on indoctrina-
tion.” As for NOAA, they are ‘““a colossal opera-
tion that has become one of the main drivers of

the climate change alarm industry and” are
“harmful” because of their “fatal conceit of
planning for the unplannable”.

want the US Department
of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and the
Centers for  Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) to require states to
track all abortions within
their borders or threaten
those states with “the cut-
ting of funds”.

The CDC’s “abortion
surveillance and maternity
mortality reporting sys-
tems are woefully inade-
quate”, one Project 2025
author writes, as “liberal
states have now become
sanctuaries for abortion
tourism”. At the same
time, he recommends the
CDC “immediately end its
collection of data on gen-
der identity”, a scientific
reality they labelled an
“unscientific notion”.

On diversity, equity,
and inclusion (DEI) pro-
grammes, critical race the-
ory, and gender identity,
Project 2025’s authors

orators made this play-
book available to both the
Democratic and
Republican parties. With
the rise of the conserva-
tives to power, however,
the Mandate for
Leadership became fully-
tuned to centre-right and
far-right rule.

There have been nine
Mandate for Leadership
publications in all for
every presidential election
cycle since 1980, except
for 1992, 2008, and 2012.
Even in 1981, conserva-
tive policy wonks wanted
to “revitalize our econo-
my” through deregulation
and massive tax cuts to
“strengthen our national
security” with beefed-up
defence budgets and to
“halt the centralization of
power in the federal gov-
ernment” by privatising
public goods.

The roots of Mandate
for Leadership go back

Republicans. “The
Democratic Party has for-
saken the people to
become the party of
minority groups,”
Thurmond angrily said.

The stage was set for a
merger  between  the
embryonic conservative
movement, the Republican
Party, and former mem-
bers of the Democratic
Party’s southern wing over
their shared opposition to
civil rights and other
social justice issues. That
coalition culminated in
Richard Nixon’s success-
ful “Southern Strategy”
and appeals to the “silent
majority” that won him the
presidency in 1968.

Since then, conserva-
tive operators have been
hard at work infusing their
right-wing ideas into many
areas of American life.
The partial privatisation of
the US Postal Service, for
example, has been under

way for five decades. The
authors of the first
Mandate for Leadership
called for an end to the
public “monopoly” of the
US Postal Service in 1981.

School choice in the
form of public charter
schools has become a real-
ity in many school districts
across the United States
over the past 35 years,
which constitutes an indi-
rect sort of privatisation.
Restrictions on public
money for abortions and
contraceptives made their
way into federal policies
in the 1970s, and the US
Supreme Court overturned
“the right to privacy” in
terms of women’s repro-
ductive rights with the
Dobbs decision two years
ago, after decades of
increasing legal restric-
tions.

Even if Harris becomes
the 47th president of the
US in January, Project
2025, or really, the post-
1965 project of making the
US a far-right nation-state,
will continue unabated.
She may be able to stop
full implementation at the
federal level with
Democratic control of the
House and the Senate or
with her veto power. But
she will not be able to stop
it at the state level, where
so many recommendations
from American conserva-
tives are already fully
implemented.

On abortion alone,
since the Dobbs decision,
14 states have banned
abortion entirely, while
another 11 have placed
restrictions on it, and in
three more where there are
no legal protections for it.
At least 26 states have
banned DEI programmes,
critical race theory materi-
als, and gender-affirming
care in recent years.

Despite far-right com-
plaints about the federal
government’s unaccount-
ability in spending US tax

dollars on “the Great
Awokening” and on a
bloated ‘“Administrative

State”, the truth is, both
Democrats and
Republicans at the federal
and state levels have kept
social welfare spending in
austerity mode for
decades.

Using “active-duty mil-
itary  personnel  and
National Guardsmen” to
patrol the border and arrest
“illegal aliens” is also a
Project 2025 recommen-
dation, but in fact, both the
Trump and Biden adminis-
trations have already been
implementing this xeno-
phobic policy.

And Texas, Tennessee,
Florida, and other states
have deployed their state
National Guards in recent
years, albeit in a disorgan-
ised fashion.

Harris may be using
Project 2025 in her cam-
paign to attack Trump and
scare moderates and inde-
pendents into voting for
her, but the far-right proj-
ect of revealing the US as
a place of freedom for a
few and fascism for many
will continue, even if she
wins.

After all, this conserva-
tive project has had 60
years to build up its enor-
mous momentum, all too
frequently with help from
Democrats and centrists
like Harris.

Growth stimulator

INANCING Kkey to
Funlocking the

opportunities that
would be created by
addressing the shortage
of infrastructure in the
Global South

Infrastructure is criti-
cal and the backbone of
every economy as it gen-
erates employment and
propels economic
growth. The Global
South lacking infrastruc-
ture needs sustainable
finance and must be
bankable to ensure imple-
mentation success. While
it is apparent that infra-
structure plays a vital role
in the global economy,
the Global South still
faces two questions.
First, how will the major
financing gap in the
Global South be filled,
and where will the neces-
sary resources come
from? Second, what are
the impediments that are
preventing key financial
institutions over the
decades from providing
such necessary financing
to support this objective?

A significant challenge
in financing infrastruc-
ture in emerging market
economies is their limited
access to  financial
resources, primarily due
to insufficient credit rat-
ings that most financial
institutions require for
lending. This situation
creates a bottleneck, as
many emerging market
economies do not meet
the necessary ratings to
attract conventional
financing. One potential
solution to this financing
impediment is the Belt
and Road Initiative. The
BRI is positioned to
leverage substantial
resources to address part
of the financing gap with-
out the stringent credit
rating requirements
imposed by traditional
financial institutions.

In November 2014, a
$40 billion Silk Road
Fund was established to
support infrastructure
development and indus-
trial cooperation in BRI
countries. Also, the
Export-Import Bank of
China and the China
Development Bank have
provided significant loan
support, offering $32 bil-
lion and $30 billion in
credit, respectively. The
Industrial and
Commercial Bank of
China itself has already
financed BRI-related
projects in excess of $100
billion. In addition, the
collective resources of
the World Bank, Asian

Development Bank,
Inter-America
Development Bank,

Asian Infrastructure and

Investment Bank,
European  Bank  for
Reconstruction and
Development Bank,

Sovereign Wealth Funds,
private equity, infrastruc-
ture funds, among others,
will adequately fulfill the
needs of the financing
gap.

To further support
infrastructure financing
in the Global South, sev-
eral regulatory changes
are necessary. Since the
2008 global financial cri-
sis, central banks have
tightened macro pruden-
tial regulations. While
these measures were
aimed at stabilizing the
financial system, they
have unintentionally dis-
couraged banks from
holding long-term risk
assets. As a result, this
has also led to a decline
in the expertise needed to

Yaseen Anwar

manage such assets.

To address this, the
Bank for International
Settlements and central
banks should create a
supportive  regulatory
environment for systemi-
cally important financial
institutions and develop-
mental financial institu-
tions. This could be done
by adjusting capital
requirements, specifical-
ly by reducing the capital
needed for infrastructure
financing, especially
when multilateral organi-
zations are involved in
co-financing. This would
encourage financial insti-
tutions to invest more in
infrastructure projects.

Additionally, banks
should realign their lend-
ing priorities to focus on
long-term  shareholder
value. This means creat-
ing a more balanced bal-

and resources.

The evidence is com-
pelling that the BRI spurs
the economic growth of
participating economies.
Numerous countries have
already felt the benefits
of new employment
opportunities and
improved productivity
thanks to the BRI. In
2017, the Greek port of
Piraeus handled more
than 4 million containers
for onward distribution to
Europe. Germany's
Duisburg Inner Harbor
has become one of the
world's largest inland
ports. And companies are
now operating across
Africa through an
expanding transportation
network of railways and
roads.

Tens of billions of dol-
lars of new business has
been generated across a
range of operations,
including increased

A significant challenge in financing
infrastructure in emerging market
economies is their limited access to
financial resources, primarily due to
insufficient credit ratings that most
financial institutions require for lend-
ing. This situation creates a bottleneck,
as many emerging market economies
do not meet the necessary ratings to
attract conventional financing. One
potential solution to this financing
impediment is the Belt and Road
Initiative. The BRI is positioned to
leverage substantial resources to
address part of the financing gap with-
out the stringent credit rating require-
ments imposed by traditional financial
institutions. In November 2014, a $40
billion Silk Road Fund was established
to support infrastructure development
and industrial cooperation in BRI
countries. Also, the Export-Import
Bank of China and the China
Development Bank have provided sig-
nificant loan support, offering $32 bil-
lion and $30 billion in credit, respec-
tively. The Industrial and Commercial
Bank of China itself has already
financed BRI-related projects in excess
of $100 billion. In addition, the collec-
tive resources of the World Bank, Asian
Development Bank, Inter-America
Development Bank, Asian
Infrastructure and Investment Bank,
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development Bank, Sovereign Wealth
Funds, private equity, infrastructure
funds, among others, will adequately
fulfill the needs of the financing gap.

ance sheet, with greater
emphasis on infrastruc-
ture financing, especially
through co-financing
with multilateral organi-
zations.

Global trade historical-
ly was the key instrument
for economic develop-
ment. However, with pro-
tectionist policies,
decades of integration
and interdependence are
now in jeopardy. With the
benefit of hindsight, the
lessons of history can be
heeded. The United
States' Smoot-Hawley
Tariff Act introduced in
1930s led to a 64 percent
reduction in world trade.
Using sanctions as an
economic weapon is also
detrimental to economic
development and global
trade, as it creates supply
chain disruptions that are
particularly painful for
emerging market
economies reliant on
exports of raw materials

investment and tourism
into Africa, new housing
in Indonesia, power proj-
ects in Bangladesh, roads
in Pakistan and
Kazakhstan, and rising
global and intra-regional
trade in Southeast Asia.

The Asia-Pacific and
Central Asia regions rep-
resent potential success
stories toward elevating
growth rates and per
capita income. Intra-
regional trade and the
integration of regional
economies will also cush-
ion them from future
exogenous shocks.

The desirable attrib-
utes of the BRI will also
help restore faith and
confidence in the interna-
tional monetary system
and as such it behooves
the international commu-
nity to  collectively
expand the opportunities
it offers and to use them
wisely.

— China Daily

N a further move
Itoward making Iraq a

front-line state in
Iran’s ‘“axis of resist-
ance,” Baghdad’s militia-
dominated administra-
tion recently gave permis-
sion for both Hamas and
the Houthis to set up per-
manent offices in the cap-
ital. Even Iraqi officials
horrified by the develop-
ment have been unable to
speak out, such is the
mafia-like stranglehold of
Al-Hashd Al-Sha’abi mili-
tias on the country —
particularly as Hamas’
office is located in a
region of Baghdad con-
trolled by Kata’ib
Hezbollah, which also
provides security for
office personnel.

With the entirety of
Lebanon threatened by
destruction in regionalized
war and daily escalations
across the Lebanon-Israel
border, Tehran has increas-
ingly been looking to
develop Baghdad into the
beating heart of its region-
wide “resistance” fran-
chise; raising fears that this
places Iraq in the direct line
of fire next time Israel and
America stage retaliatory
strikes. Although Iraq’s
government has denied
their presence, meetings
between Hamas’

Baghdad plays

Mohammed Al-Hafi and
the Houthis’ Abu Idris Al-
Sharafi and paramilitary
leaders like Asa’ib Ahl Al-
Hagq’s Qais Al-Khazali have
been conspicuously circu-
lated on social media.

This paramilitary
supremacy in Baghdad has
spawned incessant scan-
dals, armed rivalries and a
pervasive stench of corrup-
tion. No less than the head
of the country’s anti-cor-
ruption body, Judge Haider
Hanoun, was recently
apparently caught on tape
boasting of receiving large
sums of money.
Meanwhile, arrest warrants
have been issued over the
theft of $2.5 billion in pub-
lic funds. Senior personnel
from the office of Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia
Al-Sudani have been arrest-
ed for the Watergate-style
wiretapping of the entire
political and judicial class,
including Supreme Judicial
Council chief judge Faiq
Zaidan and former prime
ministers Haider Abadi and
Nouri Al-Maliki.

The wiretapping scandal
is symptomatic of the bitter
factional power struggles
within ~ Al-Hashd  al-
Sha’abi. While figures like
Al-Maliki and Badr com-
mander Hadi Al-Amiri
seem to have been victims,

allies of the prime minister
like  Al-Khazali  were
notably absent from the list
of those spied upon, fueling
speculation that this espi-
onage was a case of rival

unwilling host to Iran’s axis of evil

Baria Alamuddin

vice’s counterintelligence
director, Faisal Al-Lami, is
a nephew of Hashd chair-
man Faleh Al-Fayyad. Top

power-hungry politicians
and factions beholden to
the pro-Iran Hashd agenda.

A large proportion of the

shotgun marriages of con-
venience with nakedly sec-
tarian  Shiite  factions.
Symbolic of this is the
long-standing failure to
select a parliament speaker

This paramilitary supremacy in Baghdad has spawned incessant scandals, armed rivalries and
a pervasive stench of corruption. No less than the head of the country’s anti-corruption body,
Judge Haider Hanoun, was recently apparently caught on tape boasting of receiving large sums
of money. Meanwhile, arrest warrants have been issued over the theft of $2.5 billion in public
funds. Senior personnel from the office of Prime Minister Mohammed Shia Al-Sudani have
been arrested for the Watergate-style wiretapping of the entire political and judicial class,
including Supreme Judicial Council chief judge Faiq Zaidan and former prime ministers
Haider Abadi and Nouri Al-Maliki. The wiretapping scandal is symptomatic of the bitter fac-
tional power struggles within Al-Hashd al-Sha’abi. While figures like Al-Maliki and Badr com-
mander Hadi Al-Amiri seem to have been victims, allies of the prime minister like Al-Khazali
were notably absent from the list of those spied upon, fueling speculation that this espionage
was a case of rival militia factions spying on and attempting to discredit one another.

militia factions spying on
and attempting to discredit
one another.

The scandal highlights
how Iraq’s intelligence and
security agencies have been
politicized and thoroughly
infiltrated by  Tehran-
backed, gangster-like mili-
tias. As an investigation by
the Washington Institute
highlighted this month,
Iraq’s National Intelligence
Service had been seen as
relatively professional and
independent. But since
2022, Al-Sudani’s govern-
ment has purged the depart-
ment, filling key posts with
Hashd appointees. The ser-

posts in the National
Security Service were in
2023 likewise handed to
senior figures from Asa’ib
Ahl Al-Hagq.

Paramilitary patron Al-
Maliki has been capitaliz-
ing on the wiretapping
scandal to demand the oust-
ing of Prime Minister Al-
Sudani, who himself heads
a Hashd-dominated admin-
istration.

This illustrates how
today’s struggles for politi-
cal supremacy are not
Sunni-Shiite in nature, or
even between rival Shiite
ideological camps, but are
rather rivalries between

civil tensions are due to
paramilitaries facing off
against each other in squab-
bles for supremacy. There
has been fierce competition
for control of provincial
council seats between fac-
tions like Badr and Asa’ib
Ahl Al-Haq in provinces
like Diyala. Meanwhile,
Badr and Kata’ib
Hezbollah have been exert-
ing their influence via rival
proxy militias in Nineveh
and Kirkuk.

Sunni forces, mean-
while, remain divided and
marginalized. Any influ-
ence they can occasionally
wield is usually rooted in

— the preeminent political
role for the Sunni sect.

In one symptom of how
retrogressive factional and
sectarian dynamics are
dragging Iraq backwards, a
law is currently in process
through parliament that
could allow girls to be mar-
ried from age nine.

Iraq already has one of
the highest rates of under-
age marriage in the world,
with 28 percent of girls
married below the current
legal age of 18. The pro-
posed law would make this
far  worse, excluding
women from education,
careers and meaningful

social roles.

While paramilitary war-
lords cream off Iraq’s vast
oil wealth, Shiite, Sunni
and Kurd citizens exist in a
state of harsh impoverish-
ment, living with chronic
power cuts, unemployment,
nonexistent public services
and the crippling impact of
the Hashd’s gangster-like
extortion of all manifesta-
tions of economic activity.
Iraq’s paramilitary warlords
and kleptocratic politicians
are a parasitic caste weigh-
ing intolerably on the backs
of ordinary Iraqis, who
only expect next year’s
elections to bring new per-
mutations of servitude,
insatiable greed and period-
ic violence.

Post-election  clashes
between armed Shiite rivals
and a resurgent Daesh
resulting from the prema-
ture withdrawal of US
forces are both terrifying
scenarios. Indeed, 2024 has
seen a net increase in Daesh
activity, notably in eastern
Syria, which shares a high-
ly permeable border with
Iraq.

I first started researching
my book, “Militia State,” in
2017, examining how
predatory  paramilitaries
were becoming dominant
across Iraq. In the years
since, these militias have

only become more of a fun-
damental threat, while the
Gaza conflict has encour-
aged these forces to flex
their muscles across the
regional stage.

Many of us have been
arguing for years that the
Hashd not only poses an
existential threat to Iraq,
but that Tehran sees these
fighters as a transnational
force to be deployed at will
against its many enemies
— rival Arab states, Sunni
demographics, Israel or the
West. As its force size and
military budget relentlessly

expanded and militias
monopolized the entire
governing system, the

world steadfastly looked
the other way.

Now, with hundreds of
thousands of militia fight-
ers in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon,
Iran, Palestine and Yemen
increasingly acting as a
seamless whole, while
loudly boasting of the
threat they pose to the
regional and global order, it
is well past time for the
world to start paying atten-
tion. The international com-
munity must properly get
its head around the com-
plex and multipronged
threat that the Hashd and
Iran’s wider axis of evil
poses.

— Arab News
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FCAA vows to support
BF in SCCP elections

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Office bear-
ers of Frontier Customs
Agents Association Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (FCAA-KP)
reaffirmed commitment to
allegiance with senator
Ilyas Ahmad Bilour-led
Businessman Forum and
said they will remain part
of the BF and support the
group in SCCT’ elections.

The FCAA KP hosted an
event in  honour of
Businessman Forum lead-
ers in a local hotel.

BF leader former senator
llyas Ahmad Bilour, SCCI
president Fuad Ishaq, SVP
Sanaullah Khan, VP Ejaz
Khan Afridi, former FPCCI
president Ghazanfar Bilour,
Anjuman e Tajran Lifetime
president Haji Muhammad
Afzal, former presidents
Zahidullah Shinwari, Riaz
Arshad, Faiz Muhammad
Faizi, former SVPs Shahid

Hussain, Muhammad
Naeem Butt, former VPs
Abdul Jalil Jan, Junaid
Altaf, member of executive
committee Pervez Khan
Khattak and Fazal
Mugeem, Nadeem Rauf,
Ghazanfar Ali  Sawal,
Mushtaq Ahmad, Khalid
Sultan Khawaja, Javed
Khan, Imranul Hagq,
Kamran Shah, Mujeebur
Rehman, Sabir Ahmad
Bangash, Thsanullah,
Saddar Gul, Fazl e Wahid,
Aftab  Igbal, Ishtiaq
Paracha, Naeemul Hagq,
Fahad Amin, Junaid Altaf,
Gul Zaman, Abbas Fuad
Azeem, Saifullah, Hassan
Zahideen, along with mem-
bers of FCAA KP and other
were attendance during the
program.

Ziaul Haq Sarhadi, pres-
ident of FCAA KP, Imtiaz
Ahmad Ali, Khalid
Shahzad, Mansoor Ahmad
and others warmly wel-

comed BF leaders on
arrival at the main venue.

Office bearers of FCAA
KP counted the number of
achievements of the Busin-
essman Forum and lauded
its selfless services for the
business community.

They claimed BF will
sweep SCCI elections,
which is scheduled to be
held on September 25 next.

Ziaul Haq Sarhadi assu-
red the leadership of Busi-
nessman Forum that the
FCCA KP will fully sup-
port in the SCCI election.

He also appreciated BF

leader former senator
Ilyas Ahmad Bilour and
SCCI president Fuad

Ishaq for establishment of
Azakhel Dryport and also
played an important role
in removing difficulties
related to dryport.

Sarhadi also lauded the
BF and SCCI for raising
voice against enforcement

of 2 percent cess on export.
He said export, business
and trade had been halted
from KP after implementa-
tion cess by the provincial
government.

Fuad Ishaq on the occa-
sion said that under leader-
ship of Ilyas Ahmad Bilour,
the SCCI presidents had
played a pivotal role in res-
olution of business commu-
nity problems and provided
them relief to every extent.

He said BF has gained
support of the business
community owing to ren-
dering services without any
discrimination.

Ghazanfar Bilour, Haji
Muhammad Afzal and oth-
ers also addressed the event
and highlighted BF agenda
and program for betterment
of the business community.

The leaders asked for a
vote for BF candidates to
continue the process of
selfless services.

Pakistan Railways freight division
Karachi exceeds targets

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Pakistan
Railways has reported
impressive performance in
freight operations for the
month of August 2024, sur-
passing its allocated targets
and achieving substantial
growth. In a remarkable
achievement, 460,109 tons
of cargo were transported
to various upcountry desti-
nations through 15,393 rail-
way wagons, resulting in a
revenue of PKR 2,393 mil-
lion being deposited into
the government exchequer.
This achievement has not
only exceeded expectations

but also demonstrated
Pakistan Railways’ com-
mitment to enhancing

freight operations.

The cargo transported in
August 2024 comprised
diverse commodities,
including 205,920 tons of
coal, 136,290 tons of con-
tainer cargo, and 43,560
tons of raw phosphate,

along with other miscella-
neous loose cargo. This
diverse mix of goods
reflects the expanding role
of Pakistan Railways in
supporting the country’s
logistics and supply chain
requirements.

Significantly, the allo-
cated freight budget for
August 2024 was PKR
1,749 million. However,
the actual revenue generat-
ed from freight operations
exceeded this target by
PKR 643 million, repre-
senting a 37% increase over
the budgeted amount.

This surplus revenue
highlights the growing effi-
ciency and demand for
Pakistan Railways’ freight
services.

In the first two months
of the fiscal year 2024-
2025, Pakistan Railways
Karachi  Division  has
demonstrated even more
significant growth.

Against the allocated
freight target of PKR 2,840

million, the division has
generated PKR 4,298 mil-
lion, marking a remarkable
increase of PKR 1,458 mil-
lion - a 51% rise over the
target.

For the fiscal year 2023-
2024, the Karachi Division
had an allocated freight
revenue target of PKR
18,813 million. However,
the division surpassed this
target, earning PKR 23,296
million, which 1is an
impressive PKR 4,483 mil-
lion above the initial target.

Divisional Superinten-
dent of Pakistan Railways,
Karachi, Mr. Nasir Khalily,
expressed his satisfaction
with the performance of the
freight team.

He commended their
efforts and reiterated that in
the coming months, addi-
tional resources will be
focused on increasing the
number of freight trains
originating from Karachi.

These expansions will be
carefully managed through

meticulous analysis of
demand and supply dynam-
ics, and by increasing the
turnaround of the rolling
stock, thereby enhancing
operational efficiency.
Nasir Khalily empha-
sized that the Karachi
Division’s success is a tes-
tament to the dedication of
the freight team and the
strategic focus on improv-
ing turnaround times, opti-
mizing resources, and
expanding services to meet
the increasing demand.
With these milestones,
Pakistan Railways is not
only reinforcing its role in
the country’s economic
development but also
demonstrating its potential

to be a significant contrib-
utor to the national
exchequer.

The continued efforts to
optimize freight services,
increase efficiency, and
exceed targets signal a pos-
itive trajectory for the orga-
nization’s future.

Mobilink Bank bags ‘Best
Services’ Award

....... "

Digital Banking

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Pakistan’s
leading digital microfina-
nce bank, Mobilink Bank,
has secured the prestigious
title of ‘Best Digital Bank-
ing Services’ (Microfinance
Category) at the 21st
Annual Excellence Awards
hosted by CFA Society
Pakistan. This marks the
Bank’s second consecutive
win, claiming the same
honor last year, solidifying
its position as a leader in
digital banking innovation.

In 2024, Mobilink Bank
witnessed a 56% growth
across its digital channels.
Monthly transactions via
its digital platforms now
exceed PKR 20 billion,
representing a  50%
increase.

Additionally, PKR 4.5
billion has been booked
through the Dost app in
loans, reflecting an
impressive 422% growth.

The bank also takes
pride in being the only
microfinance bank offer-
ing real-time Al-based
account opening through
its Dost App.

Boasting a customer
base of 44 million, includ-
ing 30% women,
Pakistan’s leading fintech
JazzCash achieved an 83%
YoY service revenue surge
driven by a  Gross
Transaction Value of PKR
7.4 trillion in Q2 2024.

WggEd: il

JazzCash’s extensive net-
work, comprising 252,000
registered agents and over
357,000 merchants, facili-
tated considerable digitali-
zation of society and pay-
ment/loan services, effec-
tively transforming
Pakistan’s financial land-
scape.

Haaris Mahmood Chau-
dhary, Interim  CEO
Mobilink Bank, highlight-
ed, “Our innovative digital
offerings embody our
vision of a future-ready
bank, tailored to meet the
evolving needs of our cus-
tomers. Our consumer app
- Dost, not only addresses
market gaps but also paves
the way for the future of
financial services. Introdu-
cing the ‘Inheritance
Calculator,” an industry-
first tool within the app,

—————

further strengthens our
commitment to empower-
ing individuals, particular-
ly women, through tech-
nology. This recognition
by CFA Society Pakistan
boosts our confidence
further to steer closer to
our mission of digital and
financial inclusion for
all.”

The Bank also demon-
strated its strong commit-
ment to gender equality
and financial inclusion by
topping the State Bank of
Pakistan’s Women Friend-
liness Grid scorecard.

The score highlights
Mobilink Bank’s dedicat-
ed efforts to advance gen-
der equity and support
women, especially within
the Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises
(MSME) sector.

ahead,
committed
transforming the microfi-

the
to

Looking
Bank is

nance sector with its
advanced digital solutions.

By offering premium
financial services,
Mobilink Bank strives to
reach remote and under-
served areas where formal
banking is inaccessible.
This approach improves
financial access, particu-
larly for women who are
frequently excluded from
traditional systems.

Mobilink Bank is part
of the VEON group, a
global digital operator
that provides converged
connectivity and digital
services to nearly 160
million customers in six
dynamic markets that are
home to 7% of the world’s
population.
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PESHAWA‘R: Senior leader of Businessman Forum Ghazanfar Bilour, president FCAA KP Ziaul Haq

Sarhadi and Anjuman-e-Tajran Lifetime president Haji Muhammad Afzal addressing a traders
gathering. SSCI vice president Ejaz Khan Afridi also present on occasion.

CCP issues
show cause
notices

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP) has
issued show cause notices
to ten steel suppliers for
collusive bidding.

The CCP has issued
show cause notices to ten
steel structure suppliers
involved in procurement
tenders floated by various
Distribution ~Companies
(DISCOs) for the alleged
collusive bidding a, prima
facie, violation of Section 4
of the Competition Act,
2010, said a press release
issued here on Monday.

The ten undertakings
include M/s. AM
Associates (Pvt) Ltd, M/s.
Ajmer Engineering Electric
Works (Pvt) Ltd, M/s.
Khalifa Sons (Pvt) Ltd,
M/s. Siddique  Sons
Engineering (Pvt) Ltd, M/s.
Vision Engineering (Pvt)
Ltd, M/s. AW Engineering
(Pvt) Ltd, M/s. FN Power
(Pvt) Ltd, M/s. Gujranwala
Cable (Pvt) Ltd, M/s. AH
Associates (Pvt) Ltd, and
M/s. Process Dynamics
(Pvt) Ltd.

The Competition
Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) took suo motu
notice and initiated an
enquiry under Section
37(1) of the Competition
Act, 2010. During the
enquiry, search and inspec-
tions were also conducted
at the premises of three
Lahore-based companies,
where critical documents
and records were impound-
ed for further examination.
During the enquiry, bidding
data from 2015 to 2022,
obtained from all DISCOs,
particularly regarding the
procurement of transmis-
sion towers, was analysed.

Economic evidence
revealed a consistent pat-
tern of bidding where these
companies appeared to
have submitted identical or
near-identical rates, with
differences as small as
0.001% to 1%.

Out of 357 tenders eval-
uated, 135 showed signs of
collusion, including identi-
cal rates, division of quan-
tities, sole participation,
and bid rotation.

Notably, M/s. AM
Associates, M/s. Ajmer
Engineering, and M/s.

Khalifa Sons were found
to have engaged in collec-
tive decision-making
regarding the rates and
quantities quoted, with the
apparent aim of manipulat-
ing tender outcomes for
mutual benefit.

The enquiry report
found that this collusive
behavior included mutual
agreements on the number
of firms participating in
tenders,  predetermined
price-fixing, and strategic
non-participation to ensure
that the preselected firm
would win. Such practices
constitute a, prima facie,
violation ~ of  Section
4(2)(a)(b)(c)(e) of the
Competition Act, 2010.

The CCP’s enquiry fur-
ther concluded that the
anti-competitive behavior
of these ten companies
extends beyond provincial
boundaries, affecting mar-
ket  dynamics  across
Pakistan.

PSX witnesses bullish
trend, gains 158 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-Index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed bullish trend on
Monday, gaining 158.08
more points, a positive
change of 0.20 percent,
closing at 79,491.14 points
against 79,333.06 points on
the last working day.

A total of 536,187,271
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
916,053,875 shares the pre-
vious day, whereas the
price of shares stood at
Rs8.911 billion against
Rs21.236 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 443 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market, 139 of
them recorded gains and
253  sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
51 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were Pace (Pak)
Limited with 56,890,305
shares at Rs6.96 per share,

Cnergyico PK with
48,934,827  shares at
Rs4.16 per share and

WorldCall Telecom with
40,218,735 shares  at
Rs1.39 per share.

Hoechst Pakistan
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs128.60
per share price, closing at
Rs2,079.60, whereas the
runner-up was Reliance
Cotton Spinning Mills
Limited with a Rs53.86 rise
in its per share price to
Rs592.43.

Sapphire Textile Mills
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum decrease of Rs58.71
per share closing at
Rs1,090.89 followed by
Khyber Textile Mills Limi-
ted with Rs47.76 decline to
close at Rs484.85.

Rupee gains 04 paisa
against dollar

Pakistani rupee on
Monday appreciated by 04
paisa against the US dollar
in the interbank trading and
closed at Rs278.12 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs278.16.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs278.90 and Rs280.75
respectively.

The price of Euro
increased by 77 paisa to
close at Rs309.29 against

‘PFA committed
to eliminating
adulteration’

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Food Authority (PFA)
Director General
Muhammad Asim Javed
Monday reaffirmed the
authority’s commitment to
ensure food quality and
eliminating adulteration.

He praised the coopera-
tion and positive response
from LCCI  President
Kashif Anwar during a
seminar on “Guidelines for
Food Business Licensing
and Registration with
Punjab Food Authority”
held here at the LCCIL.

The seminar was chaired
by LCCI President Kashif
Anwar and was also attend-
ed by PFA Additional
Director ~General Rao
Pervez Akhtar along with
other prominent figures
such as Haseeb Ullah
Khan, Convener of the
Standing Committee on
Legal Education and
Executive Committee
member Shamshad Akhtar.

The DG Punjab Food
Authority highlighted the
challenges posed by adul-
teration mafias and empha-
sized their responsibility to
ensure food quality.

He shared statistics of
last eight months, showing
a 100 percent increase in
food inspections, a rise in
FIRs and a three-fold
reduction in the supply of
adulterated milk.

He also  informed
President Kashif Anwar
about the launch of the
School Nutrition
Programme for children,
which includes the devel-
opment of a dedicated por-
tal that will categorize chil-
dren into four groups for

better monitoring.

As the programmr
matures, consultations with
LCCI will also be incorpo-
rated.

LCCI President Kashif
Anwar commended the
Punjab Food Department’s
efforts in ensuring quality
and combating adulter-
ation, stressing the impor-
tance of improving food
quality to positively impact
the environment and public
health.

He reiterated that envi-
ronmental and health
issues will not improve
until food quality is
enhanced and assured full
cooperation from LCCI in
these efforts.

Kashif Anwar added that
LCCI has signed multiple
MOUs with hospitals, diag-
nostic labs, universities,
colleges and other institu-
tions to provide discounted
services for its members.
He reiterated LCCI’s com-
mitment to the welfare of
its members.

He also mentioned that
LCCI regularly organizes
Tax Clinics and SECP
Clinics where experts pro-
vide solutions to members’
problems.

He emphasized the need
for awareness and educa-
tion, stating that while there
are no grievances against
federal or provincial bod-
ies, overcoming the lack of
awareness is essential.

He proposed the estab-
lishment of a help desk at
LCCI by the Punjab Food
Authority, where an official
from the Authority would
assist members at least
once a week.

Markets

HONG KONG (AFP/
APP): Equity investors
trod cautiously Monday as
they struggled to build on
recent equity gains, with
debate swirling around
how big an expected US
interest rate cut will be
this week, while sentiment
was being dragged by
worries about the Chinese
economy.

The yen strengthened to
less than 140 to the dollar
for the first time since mid-
2023 ahead of the Federal
Reserve  decision  on
Wednesday -- and a policy
meeting at the Bank of
Japan two days later --
while gold ticked up to a
new record.

Data showing US infla-

fluctuate ahead of Fed as China woes dent sentiment

tion slowed more than
expected last month to its
weakest  pace since
February 2021 has sparked
fresh talk that Fed officials
will announce a bumper
50-basis-point cut and
continue easing into the
new year.

However, while bets on
such a move have risen,
some analysts warned that
it could send a signal that
decision-makers are wor-
ried about the economy,
particularly after two read-
ings showing the labour
market was softening.

While bank officials
have played their cards
close to their chest, they
have hinted that they are
willing to discuss a bigger

cut, while former New
York Fed chief Bill Dudley
said he thought “there’s a
strong case for 50”.
Michael Krautzberger at
AllianzGI said: “The Fed,
like other central bankers,
are now focused on eco-
nomic growth rather than
inflation risks and becom-
ing increasingly worried
about being behind the
curve on policy -- cutting
rates too late to avert a
recession  or  sharper
growth slowdown.
“Therefore, in our view,
the risks of larger rate cuts
at subsequent meetings
this year cannot be dis-
counted, especially if
labour market activity
deteriorates faster than

currently expected and
inflation continues to head
towards target.”

All three main indexes
on Wall Street pushed high-
er Friday, with the Dow
and S&P 500 within a
whisker of their record
highs.

But Asian markets fluc-
tuated, with Hong Kong,
Sydney, Taipei, Mumbai,
Bangkok and Manila edg-
ing up but Singapore and
Wellington slipping along
with London, Paris and
Frankfurt.

Trade was muted in Asia
with holidays in Tokyo,
Shanghai, Jakarta and
Seoul.

On currency markets the
yen briefly hit 139.58 per

dollar -- its strongest level
since July last year -- while
gold struck a fresh record
high of $2,589.70.

Traders are keeping
tabs on developments in
China after more weak
data on credit, retail sales,
industrial production and
house prices stoked con-
cerns about the state of
the world’s number two
economy.

The figures “collectively
add to concerns that policy
measures announced in
recent weeks and months
have so far failed to have
any measurable impact in
lifting economic growth
thus far in the third quarter
after the weak second quar-
ter performance”, said

National Australia Bank’s
Ray Attrill.

He added that investors
will be keenly watching
the government’s upcom-
ing Politburo meeting --
the date of which has yet
to be set.

In light of the latest
batch of disappointing fig-
ures, the central bank out-
lined plans to support the
economy, saying it will
“make maintaining price
stability and pushing for
the mild rebound in prices
an important consideration
for monetary policy and
meet reasonable financing
demand for consumption in
a more targeted way”.

The Fed’s decision is set
to be followed by the BoJ

on Friday, with most ana-
lysts expecting it to hold
rates after a surprise hike at
the end of July sparked tur-
moil on markets.

“A consecutive hike
would likely be seen as too
aggressive, especially
given criticism that the
BoJ’s hawkish stance con-
tributed to global market
turbulence in early
August,” said IG analyst
Tony Sycamore.

“That said, stronger-
than-expected inflation and
wage growth in Japan over
the past month have given
the Bol confidence in a
wage-price cycle that could
keep inflation above two
percent, paving the way for
more policy tightening.”

the last day’s closing of
Rs308.52, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese yen
increased by 01 paisa and
closed at Rs1.98, whereas
an increase of 81 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs366.58
as compared to the last
day’s closing of Rs365.77.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
Saudi Riyal decreased by
01 paisa each to close at

Rs75.72 and Rs74.10
respectively.

Gold rates up by
Rs1,700 per tola to
Rs268,000

The per tola price of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs1,700 and was sold at
Rs268,000 on Monday
compared to its sale at
Rs266,300 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams of
24 karat gold also increased
by Rs1,458 to Rs229,767
from Rs228,309 whereas
the price of 10 gram 22
karat gold went up to
Rs210,620 from
Rs209,283, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Associa-
tion reported.

The price of per tola and
ten gram silver remained
unchanged at Rs2,950 and
Rs2,529.14, respectively.

The price of gold in the

international market
increased by $10 to $2,587
from $2,577, the

Association reported.

Pak-Qatar
company
announces
dividend

KARACHI (PPI): Pak-
Qatar Asset Management
Company Limited
(PQAMC) is a leading ded-
icated  Islamic  Asset
Management Company in
Pakistan, and part of Pak-
Qatar Group, which is
Pakistan’s Pioneer and
Premier Islamic financial
services group. PQAMC
has recently announced the
monthly dividend of Pak-

Qatar Monthly Income
Plan (PQMIP) under
PQAMC’s Shariah-

Compliant Income Fund.
The plan is also amongst
the highest return paying
plan in the category.

According to a press
release  issued  today,
PQMIP announced divi-
dend of PKR 1.6137 per
unit for the month of
August’24 with an annual-
ized return of 21.47%
YTD, earned as on August
28, 2024. PQAMC is rated
AM2 with ‘Stable Outlook’
by PACRA. The PQMIP
plan is also rated A+ with a
‘Stable Outlook’ by
PACRA.

The Chief Executive
Officer of Pak-Qatar Asset
Management ~ Company
Limited - Mr. Farhan
Shaukat has approved the
distributions of dividends
for the month of August
2024, under the authority
delegated to him by the
Board of Directors.

Farhan further stated that:
“The above entitlement will
be distributed to the unit-
holders, whose names
appear in the register of unit-
holders at the close of busi-
ness on August 28, 2024.

Name Correction

| Muhammad Qaiser Javed
s/o Jaffar Ali Khan resident of
i AIipur Islamabad, announcing
through newspaper that [ have
passed matric Annual Examination
2004, Roll No.714296 under
registration No.0342010098 from
Federal Board Islamabad in which my
name is Qaisar Ali s/o Jaffar Ali which
| have changed. The decision to
change it to Muhammad Qaiser
Javed slo Jaffar Ali Khan in the
permanent consciousness has been
made so that the record can be
correct. The above statement is true
to the best of my knowledge and
belief and | have not concealed
anything thereof.
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Pakistani
cueists qualify

for knockouts
MONGOLTIA
(Monitoring Desk):
Pakistani snooker play-
ers Awais Munir and
Asjad Igbal have quali-
fied for Round 16 in the
Snooker World Cup in
Mongolia after giving
exceptional perform-
ances in the group
stages. Both players
remained undefeated,
securing top positions in
their respective groups.
Awais Munir showed
remarkable resilience in
his match against Iran’s
Siyavosh  Mozayani.
Despite losing the first
frame by 9-63, he made
a strong comeback and
won the next three
frames with scores of
78-34, 59-50, and 73-
13. He  defeated
Mongolia’s Kash Uchjir
and Oman’s Hussain Al-
Wati in straight frames.
Asjad Igbal defeated
Qatar’s Ali Alobaidli by
3-1 followed by two
dominant 3-0 victories
against Mongolia’s
Batarkhuu  Naranhuu
and Japan’s  Junji
Miyazawa. With their
undefeated streaks,
Awais and Asjad are
now poised for strong
performances in the pre-
quarterfinals, aiming to
secure further success
on the global stage.

New football
central studio

launched
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Football
Federation (PFF)
Normalization
Committee has launched
its new Football Central
Studio, a cutting-edge
facility designed to con-
nect the football commu-
nity in a creative, engag-
ing and professional
environment. Located at
the Football House, the
studio will serve as a hub
for fans, national team
players, media and influ-
encers, said a press
release. The studio will
provide a space for
media and influencers to
produce  high-quality
videos, interviews and
other digital media con-
tent. Speaking at the
launch, Haroon Malik,
Chairman  of  the
Pakistan Football
Federation
Normalization
Committee (NC), said,
“The Football Content
Studio represents our
vision to make football
more accessible and
engaging for everyone.
We are providing a
space where anyone
passionate about the
game whether they’re a
fan, player, or reporter
can showcase their love
for football in a profes-
sional environment.

Pak to feature in
SAFF U17 C'ship

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The national football
team will leave from
Islamabad to Bhutan on
Monday to feature in the
SAFF u17
Championship ~ 2024.
The government has
issued NOC to the
national team to partici-
pate in the champi-
onship, said a statement
issued here. The SAFF
Under-17 Championship
will be played from
September 20 to 30 in
Thimphu. The national
team will begin their
campaign against Nepal
on September 21.

PNF Netball Cup
from Sep 18

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Netball
Federation (PNF)
Netball Cup under the
auspices of Pakistan
Netball Federation will
start from September
18 at PSB Coaching
Centre, Karachi.
According to
Chairman,  Pakistan
Netball Federation,
Mudassir  Arain the
preparations for the
event were underway.
About 40 teams are
participating in the
tournament. One boys
and five girls categories
competitions will be
held in the tournament,
including girls under
13, girls under 15, girls
under 17, girls under
19, girls open and boys
open category. The
tournament will contin-
ue till September 21,
and prizes will be dis-
tributed among the
winning players at the
end of the tournament.

South Africa Women
beat Pakistan
Women by 10 runs

MULTAN (Monitoring
Desk): South Africa beat
Pakistan by 10 runs in the
first T20I to take a 1-0 lead
in the three-match T20I
series here at the Multan
Cricket Stadium in Multan
on Monday evening.
Chasing 133 to win,
Pakistan struggled from the
outset, losing half of their
side in the 13th over with
47 runs on the board. At
that time, captain Fatima
Sana joined Aliya Riaz and
the pair knitted an unbro-
ken 75-run partnership for
the sixth wicket, but fell 10
runs short of the target.
Right-handed  batter
Fatima, scored an unbeaten
37 off 24 balls, which
included five fours. Aliya,
brought up her second
T20I half-century and
returned undefeated on 52
oft 39 balls, smashing five

fours and a six.

For South  Africa,
Marizanne Kapp and Tumi
Sekhukhune took two wick-
ets each.

Earlier, after being put
into bat, South Africa man-
aged to score 132 for four
in their allotted 20 overs.
Left-arm spinner Sadia
Igbal was the pick of the
bowlers for the hosts, bag-
ging three wickets for 34 in
four overs. Sadia’s third
scalp in the 18th over of the
innings marked her 50th
T20I wicket in 41 matches.

Former captain Nida
Dar, playing her 154th
T20I, bowled economically
and gave away only 11 runs
in her four overs and took
the prized scalp of Kapp.

For South Africa, open-
ing batter Tazmin Brits
returned undefeated on 56
off 63, hitting five fours.

She knitted a 63-run part-
nership for the fourth wick-
et with Sune Luus (27, 27b,
4x4s) and an unbroken 28-
run partnership with Chloe
Tryon (15 not out, seven
balls, 2x6s).

Both sides will now fea-
ture in the second T20I at
the same venue on
Wednesday evening. The
first ball of the match will
be bowled at 1900 PST.

Scores in brief

South  Africa
Pakistan by 10 runs

South Africa 132-4, 20
overs (Tazmin Brits 56 not
out, Sune Luus 27; Sadia
Igbal 3-34)

Pakistan 122-5, 20 overs
(Aliya Riaz 52 not out,
Fatima Sana 37 not out;
Tumi Sekhukhune 2-15,

Marizanne Kapp 2-22)

Player of the match —
Tazmin Brits (South Africa).

beat

Anderson a target for USA's
Major League Cricket

LONDON
England's all-time leading
Test wicket-taker James
Anderson is a surprise target
for Major League Cricket.

BBC Sport understands
senior figures with at least
one MLC team have had
their interest pricked by
Anderson's comments last
month about a return to
white-ball cricket.

The unnamed franchise
are now set to explore
whether the 42-year-old
would be interested in par-
ticipating in the third edition
of the T20 tournament in the
United States next year.

Anderson could earn
about £135,000 from a
short stint in MLC, which
lured some stellar names
from the game for the 2024
edition. The most high pro-
file of those was Australia
captain Pat Cummins, who
has a lucrative contract
with the San Francisco
Unicorns until 2027.

Fellow Australians Steve
Smith, Glenn Maxwell and
Travis Head were all part of
the star-studded
Washington Freedom team,
coached by Ricky Ponting,
which won this year's tour-
nament. Anderson, who fin-
ished with 704 Test wick-
ets, retired from interna-
tional cricket following the

(Agencies): |

first Test
Indies at Lord's in July.
He immediately joined

against West

the England backroom
team and remains on a cen-
tral contract with the
England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) until the end
of September. Anderson
said last week he would
continue in his role as a
fast-bowling mentor for
England's  Test  series
against Pakistan in October
and was planning to join
the side for their tour of
New Zealand in December.
Anderson's last competi-
tive T20 match was in
2014, when he played in
the Blast for Lancashire.
His decision to dedicate
the last 10 years of his
career to red-ball cricket
means he has never played
franchise cricket overseas

but he believes he is "fit
enough" and "good
enough" to play the format.

The league, which has
influential backers includ-
ing Microsoft chief execu-
tive Satya Nadella, has
expressed a desire to lure
some of England's top play-
ers to the competition.

England World Cup win-
ners Liam Plunkett and
Jason Roy have both taken
part in the past two versions
of MLC. In May 2023, Roy
gave up his ECB white-ball
contract worth up to
£70,000 to sign a two-year
deal with the Los Angeles
Knight Riders  worth
£300,000. MLC launched in
2023 with a 19-game sea-
son but will expand to 34
games in 2025. The tourna-
ment was granted official
List A status in May.

Coe among seven candidates
to be new I0C president

LAUSANNE (Agencies):
World Athletics president
Lord Coe has been named
as one of seven confirmed

candidates to succeed
Thomas Bach as
International Olympic

Committee (IOC) presi-
dent.

Bach announced at the
Paris Olympics last month
that he intends to stand
down after the end of his
second term next year.

Britain’s two-time
Olympic 1500m champion
Coe faces competition from
Spaniard Juan Antonio
Samaranch Jr, France’s
David Lappartient,
Zimbabwean Kirsty
Coventry, Japan’s Morinari
Watanabe, Swede Johan
Eliasch and Prince Feisal al

Hussein of Jordan.

Coventry, a seven-time
Olympic swimming medal-
list, is bidding to become
the first woman and African
to head the IOC.

German lawyer Bach has
been in charge since 2013.

The new IOC president
will be elected at a session
in ancient Olympia from
18-21 March 2025 and will
take over in June of that
year.

Candidates will make
presentations to the full
I0C membership at a pri-
vate meeting in Lausanne,
Switzerland, in January.

All 10C presidents have
been men, with eight of the
nine from Europe and one
from the United States.

Coe said Olympic sport

was "fundamental to my
DNA" on social media.

"The Covid years saw
many people struggle
through inactivity and
many sports organisations
suffer through lack of
funds. We need to invest
more in both over the next
decade," he added.

"A laser-like focus on
sport must be the priority
for the IOC. I believe I can
help achieve this and
more."

Under current IOC rules
Coe would not be able to
serve the full eight-year
first term of office as he
reaches the IOC age limit
of 70 in 2026, but he abol-
ished similar restrictions on
becoming president of
World Athletics.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan U-17 football team group photo on the occasion of departure to Bhutan to
participate in the SAFF U17 Championship.

I haven’t
done justice
to my talent:

Faheem

KARACHI (Monitoring
Desk): Pakistan all-
rounder Faheem Ashraf
recently stated that he is
considering the ongoing
Champions One-Day
Cup as a platform that
will pave the way for
his comeback to the
national team.

Faheem is representing

Saud Shakeel-led
Dolphins in the
Champions One-Day

Cup. he scored 35-ball 41
and took one wicket in
Dolphins’ season opener
against Panthers.

During an interview
with a local news chan-
nel, the 30-year-old all-
rounder expressed his dis-
satisfaction with his per-
formances, highlighting
the need for improve-
ment. But he also
acknowledged that at
times his good perform-
ances were overlooked.

“A career has its ups
and downs, but a good
performance can open
many doors. What’s des-
tined will come, and if it’s
not in your destiny, it

won’t happen,” said
Faheem.
“Perhaps I haven’t

done justice to my talent.
At times, it’s disappoint-
ing when, despite per-
forming, opportunities
don’t come your way. But
I try to stay positive and
avoid negative thoughts,”
he added.

Faheem also com-
mented on the impor-
tance of the Champions
One-Day Cup for him
and other players, who
are eyeing a comeback to
the Pakistan team for the
ICC Champions Trophy
2025.

“Some will be trying to
make a comeback, while
others will be looking to
cement their places. It’s
an important opportunity
for young players to per-
form and get noticed by
selectors and franchise
teams,” he stated.

“I’m aiming to perform
well here and make a
comeback for the
Champions Trophy,” he
further added.

He also shared that he
will continue to serve the
game of cricket until his
fitness allows.

“As long as I have the
energy, I will keep play-
ing cricket. Once I no
longer have that, I’ll step
away from the game,” he
concluded.

Notably, Faheem
Ashraf last played for
Pakistan in the Perth Test
against Australia, while
his last white-ball match
was the Asia Cup 2023
clash against India.

China beat Pakistan
in Asian Champions
Trophy semi-final

HULUNBUIR CITY
(Agencies): China defeated
Pakistan 2-0 in the penalty
shoot-out during the Asian
Hockey Champions Trophy
2024 semi-final clash here
at the Moqi Hockey
Training Base on Monday.

Pakistan and China both
managed one goal each in
the regular time after an
intense battle, however, the
Green Shirts failed to score
a single penalty, leading to
their ouster from the tour-
nament. The home side
scored two goals in the
penalty shoot-out to secure
their place in the final.

For the unversed,
Pakistan lost only one game
in the group stages with
arch-rivals India defeating
them 2-1 in the final group
match. Pakistan started the
blockbuster clash on a high
as they took the lead just 10
minutes into the first quar-
ter, courtesy of a precise

assist from Hannan Shahid,
who fed the ball inside the
circle to Nadeem.

Nadeem effortlessly
smashed the ball into the net
to give Pakistan a head start.
Pakistan’s lead, however,
was short-lived as India
earned a penalty corner.

India’s skipper
Harmanpreet Singh took
the penalty corner for
India and successfully
sent his drag-flick into the
bottom-right corner, help-
ing India equalise just a
few minutes later.

The defending champi-
ons took the lead in the sec-
ond quarter when Abhishek
fed the ball to Harmanpreet
near the circle, who similar-
ly converted it into a goal.

The remaining two quar-
ters of the blockbuster
Asian Hockey Champions
Trophy clash between arch-
rivals Pakistan and India
remained goalless despite

both sides making fero-
cious attacks on each
other’s goalposts.

The 2-1 victory over
Pakistan, meant India won
all of their group-stage fix-
tures and topped the stand-
ings with 15 points.
Whereas, Pakistan had two
victories and as many
draws before their defeat
against India.

Remember, Pakistan have
already qualified for the
semi-final of the ongoing
Asian Hockey Champions
Trophy 2024 after thumping
China 5-1 on Thursday.

Abdul Rehman opened
the scoring for Pakistan
before Nadeem Ahmed and
Hannan Shahid scored two
goals each to secure a dom-
inant 5-1 victory for the
Green Shirts. This is
Pakistan’s second consecu-
tive victory in the tourna-
ment as they defeated Japan
2-1 in their third game.

Wellalage, Samarawickrama
crowned ICC Players of the
Month for August

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
International Cricket
Council (ICO) has
announced Sri Lanka play-
ers Dunith Wellalage and
Harshitha Samarawickrama
as the ICC Players of the
Month for August 2024.
The rare double for Sri
Lanka comes after
Wellalage excelled in a
home ODI series against
India and Samarawickrama
hit a purple patch on a tour

of Ireland, said a press
release.
The only previous

instance of players from the
same country winning the
awards the same month was
when Jasprit Bumrah and
Smriti Mandhana were
named the Players of the
Month in June this year.

Wellalage won the covet-
ed monthly award ahead of
South  Africa  spinner
Keshav Maharaj and West
Indies fast bowler Jayden
Seales, who were the others
shortlisted.

Wellalage won the award
after a Player of the Series
performance that helped his
side to a 2-0 series win over
India. The 31-year-old left-
hander had scores of 67 not
out, 39 and two, while also
picking up seven wickets in
the series including a haul
of five for 27 in the third

match.

This is the fifth time that
a Sri Lanka player has won
the men’s award, the previ-
ous winners being Angelo
Mathews (May 2022),
Prabath Jayasuriya (July
2022), Wanindu Hasaranga
(June 2023) and Kamindu
Mendis (March 2024).

Wellalage was elated at
winning the award and said
that the award comes as a
great encouragement.

“This is great news for
me and brings immense
satisfaction, as this recog-
nition gives me further
strength to continue doing
the good work I do as a
player and contribute to
my team to reach excel-
lence in the field.

“Recognition such as
this, coming from the
International Cricket

Council, is great news for
young players like us and
will certainly encourage
young players in the game.”

Samarawickerama, who
edged out the Ireland duo
of Orla Prendergast and
Gaby Lewis, had a fine run
on a tour of Ireland that
saw her become only the
third woman cricketer
from Sri Lanka to notch a
century in ODIs.

The 26-year-old left-han-
der aggregated 151 runs in

the two T20Is played in
Dublin at a strike rate of
169.66, which included a
match-winning 86 not out
off 45 balls in the first
match. She scored 172 in
three ODIs in Belfast at a
strike rate of 82.69 includ-
ing a knock of 105 in the
second match.
Samarawickrama is only
the second Sri Lanka player
to win the ICC Women’s
Player of the Month award.

Captain Chamari
Athapaththu has won the
award three times — in

September 2024, May 2024
and July 2024.

Samarawickrama said
this recognition was very
important since it came less
than three weeks before the
ICC Women’s T20 World
Cup 2024.

"I am extremely happy
with this recognition, which
I consider a new high in my
career. It certainly gives me
a lot of confidence ahead of
the big competition, the
Women's T20 World Cup.

“This achievement
would not have been possi-
ble without the incredible
support network around
me—my teammates, coach-
es, parents, my sister, broth-
er, friends, and mentors. I
take this opportunity to
thank them all.

Champions One-Day Cup: Panthers beat Lions
by 84 runs with Shadab’s heroics

FAISLABAD
Desk): Half-centuries

(Monitoring
by
Mubasir Khan and Haider Ali,
backed-up by player of the
match performance by Shadab
Khan helped Lake City Panthers

to beat Nurpur Lions by 84 runs
for their second victory in three
matches in the Bahria Town
Champions One-Day Cup at the
Igbal Stadium here on Monday.
In a day match in front of the

PCB cameras, Mubasir scored
90 and Haider contributed 84 as
the two batters switched a 144-
run fifth-wicket partnership to
lift Panthers from 51 for four to
283 all-out in 46.5 overs. Shadab

action

Khan then followed by his 29-
ball 37 with three for 42 to skit-
tle out Lions for 199 in 35.2
overs, leaving the side winless
after two matches.

After Tuesday’s rest day,
will
Wednesday with a day match
between Dolphins and UMT
Markhors. Markhors have won
both their previous matches,
while Dolphins will aim to
win their first match after los-
ing the previous match to
Panthers by 50 runs.

Mubasir hit 10 fours and
three sixes in a 97-ball innings,
while Haider’s 99-ball knock
included five fours and three
sixes. Haider is now the leading
run-getter in the tournament
with 149 runs. The two had
joined hands after Saim Ayub
(10), Azan Awais (1), Umar
Siddiq (0) and Usman Khan
(11) were back in the hut to
leave Panthers tottering.

After Mubasir missed out on

fours.

resume on

wicket.

a well-deserved century, Haider
put on 67 runs for the sixth
wicket with Shadab, whose 29-
ball knock was laced with five
After the partnership
ended at the score of 262 with
the fall of Haider, Panthers lost
their way and were bowled out
for 283 in 46.5 overs.

For Lions, Ahmed Daniyal
and Shaheen Shah Afridi took
three wickets apiece, conced-
ing 47 and 57 runs,
Aamer Yamin and Sirajuddin
took two wickets each at 33
and 49 runs, respectively.

In turn, Lions slipped to 44
for three before Imam-ul-Haq
(60, 62b, 5x4, 2x6) and
Muhammad Irfan Khan (35)
repaired
adding 83 runs for the fourth

Khan broke the stand by dis-
missing Imam at the score of
127, Lions were sent spinning
out for 199 in 35.2 overs.
Besides Shadab Khan’s three

for

while

the damage by

But when Shadab

42, Usama Mir also

snapped up three for 55. Fast
bowler Mohammad Hasnain
took two wickets for 28 runs, to
surge to the top of the bowlers
table with nine wickets.

Scores in brief

Match 5 — Lake City Panthers
beat Nurpur Lions by 84 runs

Lake City Panthers 283 all out,
46.5 overs (Mubasir Khan 90,
Haider Ali 84, Shadab Khan 37;
Ahmed Daniyal 3-47, Shaheen
Shah Afridi 3-57, Aamer Yamin
2-33, Sirajuddin 2-49)

Nurpur Lions 199 all out,
35.2 overs (Imam-ul-Haq 60,
Muhammad Irfan Khan 35,
Khushdil Shah 22, Omair Bin
Yousuf 20; Shadab Khan 3-42,
Usama Mir 3-55, Mohammad
Hasnain 2-28)

Player of the match: Shadab
Khan (Lake City Panthers)

Next fixture (18 September):
Dolphins vs UMT Markhors,
Igbal Stadium, Faisalabad at
9.30am (local time).
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conducted to end

encroachment
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police along with the
District
Government Rawalpindi
conducted major opera-
tion to end encroach-
ments in bid to maintain
traffic flow. According
to police spokesman, the
operation was launched,
on the special directives
of City Police Officer
Syed Khalid
Hamdani,
which was carried out in
Bara Bazaar, Namak
Mandi,
and surrounding areas to
purge the city from

other officers, alongside
the district administra-
tion were present on the

operation, several illegal

impeding pedestrian and
movement
were removed. DSP City
said that efforts were
underway to prevent
encroachments
and ensure compliance
with the instructions set
forth by CPO. DSP City

crackdown will continue
in collaboration with the
district administration to
eradicate
encroachments

IRSA releases
226,800 cusecs

ISLAMABAD (APP):
System
Authority (IRSA) on
released
226,800 cusecs water
from various rim stations
with inflow of 168,300
cusecs. According to the
data released by IRSA,
in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam

was 147.16 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow

was recorded as 91,900
130,000

in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1227.50 feet, which
was 179.50 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water was
recorded each 19,600
cusecs. The release of
Kalabagh,

Sukkur was recorded as

156,300, 114,200,
106,000 and 61,000
cusecs respectively.

Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 28,200
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 5,100
cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.

Mehfil-e-Milad

held at PAC

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Mehfil-e-Milad

organised at Punjab Arts
Rawalpindi

students belonging to

sented beautiful Naats,
tribute

event was organised in
collaboration with the
All Pakistan Schools
Management
Association (APPSMA).
Director PAC, Sajjad
Hussain and President
(North
Punjab) Abrar Ahmed
Khan were the honorary
at the event.
Director PAC Sajjad

address that the Holy
Prophet (S.A.W) is the
reason for the creation of

Allah

mercy for all the worlds.
He said that we all can

hereafter success by fol-
lowing his teachings. He
said that APPSMA was
among main stakehold-
ers of PAC and it has
played an important role
in organizing all national

grams. President APPS-
Abrar

occasion underlined the
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DC review arrangements of
Milad un Nabi procession route

RAWALPINDI  (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Rawalpindi Hasan
Wagar Cheema along with
City Police Officer (CPO)
Rawalpindi Syed Khalid
Hamdani here on Monday
visited the main procession
route of Eid Milad-ul-Nabi
(PBUH) and reviewed all
the arrangements including
security and administrative
matters.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner General,
Hasan Tariq, SP Rawal
Town, officers of the
departments  concerned
and members of Milad
Committees were also
present on this occasion.

Hasan Tariq and SP
Rawal gave a detailed
briefing on the security of
Milad-ul-Nabi  proces-

sions and other adminis-
trative matters.

Like Muharram, special
measures have been taken
to ensure peace on Eid
Milad-ul-Nabi (PUBH),
the DC said. All the
encroachments from the
routes of the processions
should be removed imme-
diately, he directed the
authorities.

The cleanliness work of
the routes of the proces-
sions should also be com-
pleted by eve of Eid
Milad-ul-Nabi, he
ordered.

The organizers of
Milad Committees should
follow Standard Operating
Procedures and the pro-
cessions should be culmi-
nated as per given time, he
said adding, new routes

would not be allowed
other than the prescribed
routes of the processions.

Strict implementation
of the code of conduct
issued by the Punjab gov-
ernment regarding Eid
Milad-ul-Nabi should be
ensured, he directed the
officers.

More than 5,000 police
personnel would perform
their duties for the securi-
ty of 108 processions of
Eid Milad-ul-Nabi in
Rawalpindi, the CPO said.

450 officers would also
be present for the security
of the processions, he said
and informed that fool-
proof security arrange-
ments would be made in
Rawalpindi for the securi-
ty of the processions of
Eid Milad-ul-Nabi.

Course on inclusive
education launched

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
significant step towards pro-
moting inclusive education
in Pakistan, Sightsavers, an
international organisation
working to prevent avoid-
able blindness and to pro-
mote inclusive education,
and the Federal College of
Education hosted an event
to launch a new course on
Inclusive Education.

The event, featured key
stakeholders from the edu-
cation and development
sectors. This launch repre-
sents the culmination of
extensive planning and ded-
icated efforts aimed at
enhancing inclusive learn-
ing opportunities for chil-
dren and youth with disabil-
ities across Pakistan.

The course is designed
by experts and has been
approved by the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) and Punjab
University  (PU). The
Federal College of
Education has already start-
ed offering the course, fur-
ther strengthening efforts to
foster inclusive education.

Prof. Dr. Samia Rehman
Dogar, Director of Federal
College of Education, deliv-
ered the welcome remarks,
sharing her vision for an
inclusive future in education.
She highlighted the course’s
development journey, from
its inception to approval, and
emphasized its pivotal role in
promoting equitable learning

for all students. In addition to
outlining the course imple-
mentation plan, she under-
scored key elements such as
inclusive pedagogy, accessi-
bility, equity, and real-world
applications, which are
designed to drive societal
transformation.

Ms. Munazza Gillani,
Director for Pakistan and
the Middle East at
Sightsavers, offered insights
into Sightsavers' mission
and commitment to social
inclusion, highlighting the
importance of this course in
their work to integrate inclu-
sive practices in education
and health across the region.
While expressing her vision
for the course, Ms. Gillani
emphasized that this initia-
tive should not be limited to
the Federal College of
Education alone.

"We aim to expand this
course to other educational
institutions across the coun-
try so that more educators
and students can benefit
from its inclusive approach,”
she stated. She further
added, "We are committed
to continuously updating the
course to ensure it remains
relevant and impactful,
keeping pace with evolving
educational needs and inclu-
sive practices."

Prof. Dr. Tariqg Mehmood
Chauhdary, Director,
Institute of Education and
Research, Punjab
University, remarked, "This

course marks a vital step
toward inclusive education
in Pakistan. By equipping
educators with the tools for
inclusive teaching, we are
fostering an environment
where all learners, regard-
less of ability, can thrive.
We remain committed to
refining the course and
expanding its reach through
collaboration."

The experts from aca-
demic and development sec-
tors attended the event and
shared their insights on the
practical applications and
future impact of inclusive
education in Pakistan.

Dr.  Shamsa  Aziz,
Chairperson, Department of
Education, International
Islamic University
Islamabad and Dr. Zahid
Majeed, Assistant Professor
at Allama Igbal Open
University Islamabad were
among the experts who
shared valuable knowledge
and information with the
participants. The launch of
this course aligns with
SDGs and  Pakistan’s
national education goals and
reflects a broader commit-
ment to meeting the needs
of children and youth with
disabilities.

It is a key step in ensur-
ing that no one is left
behind, empowering teach-
ers and educators with the
tools and knowledge to
foster inclusive learning
environment.

ICT admin
exceeds polio
vaccination
target

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) adminis-
tration has successfully
wrapped up a seven-day
anti-polio vaccination
campaign, surpassing its
initial goal and ensuring
wider coverage across the
Federal Capital.

In this regard, Deputy
Commissioner Islamabad,
Irfan  Nawaz  Memon
chaired a review meeting to
assess the outcomes of the
campaign. He was informed
that the set target was to
vaccinate 461,125 children.

However, the drive
exceeded  expectations,
with 497,925 children vac-
cinated by the end of the
week. This amounted to a
coverage rate of 108%.

The campaign reached
various segments of the
population. A total of
56,493 children were vac-
cinated in schools, 21,252
visiting families, and
23,242 children in door to
door campaign.

Alongside vaccinations,
awareness efforts were
made to inform people
about the importance of
polio prevention.
Announcements were
made in 207 mosques, and
409 families participated
in awareness sessions.

| said

Constitutional
amendment to be made
with consensus: Kiyani

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Member National
Assembly of Pakistan

Muslim League-N, Bilal
Azhar Kiyani on Monday
that constitutional
amendment would be made
with consensus of the polit-
ical parties.

Amendment in the con-
stitution is need of the hour,

he said while talking to a
private television channel.

Increasing number of
judges would help resolve
large number of cases
pending in the courts, he
said. Commenting on
appointment of judges in
the courts, he said, there is
a mechanism for appointing
judges in the courts.

In reply to a question
about support of the coali-
tion partners for completing
task of the constitutional
amendment, he said, we
will have required numbers
before presenting the docu-
ment in the house. He fur-
ther said that legal reforms
would help provide speedy
justice to the people.

ANF recovers 437 kg
drugs in 11 operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting 11
operations across the coun-
try managed to recover 437
kg drugs worth Rs 80 mil-
lion and arrested nine
accused, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Monday.

He said that 6 kg hashish
was recovered from a vehi-
cle intercepted near M-1
Toll Plaza Islamabad and
an accused was arrested.

3.6 kg hashish was
recovered from an accused
netted in Kalabat, Town
Bypass, Haripur.

The arrested accused
confessed to supplying
drugs to students of educa-
tional institutions.

The spokesman
informed that in other oper-

ation, 141.6 kg hashish and
16.8 kg opium were recov-
ered from a vehicle
checked on Ring Road
Lahore and an accused was
arrested.

126 kg hashish was
recovered from a vehicle
intercepted in North Bypass
Gadap Town Karachi and
an accused was arrested
during the operation.

64 grams weed was
recovered from a parcel
sent from Ontario at the
IMO office in Chaklala
Garrison Rawalpindi.

58.8 kg hashish was
recovered from a truck
stopped near Ring Road
Peshawar and an accused
was arrested.

30 kg opium was recov-
ered from an accused in
‘Phalanwala Chowk

Shahdara’, Lahore.

27.6 kg hashish was
recovered near Faizpur
Interchange Lahore and a
drug dealer was arrested
during the operation.

In 9th operation, 21.5 kg
ice absorbed in clothes was
recovered from two cartons
booked for Saudi Arabia at
a cargo complex at Lahore
Airport.

In 10th operation, 3.6 kg
hashish was recovered from
an accused rounded up near
Motorway Islamabad.

1.2 kg ice was recovered
from a passenger going to
Bahrain at Karachi Airport.

Cases under the Anti-
Narcotics Act have been

registered against the
arrested accused and fur-
ther investigations are
underway.

CDA Chairman for
timely completion of Jail

ISLAMABAD
Chairman Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA), Muhammad Ali
Randhawa on Monday
directed the authorities con-
cerned to expedite construc-
tion work on Islamabad
Model Jail to ensuring its
timely completion.

The CDA chairman in
that regard chaired a meet-
ing which was attended by
the Project Director of the
Public Works Department
(PWD) along with other
relevant officers of CDA
and PWD. The meeting dis-
cussed the modalities of
smooth transition of the
construction work on the
Islamabad Model Jail from
PWD to CDA.

Discussions were held
to ensure that the transi-
tion process takes place

(APP):

efficiently and promptly
for making CDA an exe-
cuting agency for the
project in consultation
with the Ministry of
Interior and Ministry of
Planning, Development
and Initiatives. Chairman
Muhammad Ali
Randhawa emphasized
that till the complete tran-
sition, PWD should work
in full coordination with
CDA to ensure seamless
progress of the project.

A briefing was also given
on the current status of the
completed and ongoing work
at the Islamabad Model Jail.
Chairman Randhawa
stressed the importance of
completing the Phase- I of
construction work by the
assigned deadline. This
phase includes the comple-
tion of critical infrastructure

such as the boundary wall,
barracks, the administrative
block, roads and watchtow-
ers (sentry posts).

According to the brief-
ing, approximately 70-80%
of the boundary wall and
administrative block have
already been completed,
while work on the barracks
and watchtowers (sentry
posts) is still underway.

Following the successful
completion of Phase I of the
Islamabad Model Prison,
the work on Phase II will
soon commence under the
supervision of CDA. This
project, once completed,
will mark a significant
advancement in Islamabad’s
infrastructure, providing a
state-of-the-art facility for
the prisoners that meets
modern standards of safety
and security.
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ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Climate Change, Romina
addressing at the World Ozone Day 2024 event in Islamabad. ——A PP Photo

Khurshid Alam

Pakistan committed to global ozone layer protection for
human, environmental sustainability: Romina

ISLAMABAD

(APP):
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Coordinator to Prime Minister
on Climate Change, Romina
Khurshid Alam said that
Pakistan has demonstrated a
strong commitment and played it
role as a part of global efforts to
protect the ozone layer through
its participation in international
agreements, implementation of
national policies, and collabora-
tion with global partners.

The country’s efforts in
phase-out initiatives under the
Montreal protocol to restore and
preserve the ozone layer for
future generations has been
globally recognised and present-
ed as a case study, the PM’s cli-
mate aide highlighted while
addressing as a chief guest at the
national experts’ dialogue
regarding the World Ozone Day
2024 held here on Monday in
the climate change & environ-
mental coordination ministry.

On the occasion of World
Ozone Day 2024 being marked
today globally under the theme
"Ozone for Life: Solutions for a

firmed the present government’s
dedication to preserving the
ozone layer and combating cli-
mate change.

Romina Khurshid Alam high-
lighted that this year’s theme
emphasises the critical role of
the ozone layer in protecting life
on Earth and highlights the inter-
connectedness of ozone layer
protection and climate action. It
reflects the ongoing efforts to
address both ozone depletion
and global warming, reinforcing
the importance of continued
international cooperation and
innovative solutions to tackle
these environmental challenges.

The United Nations’ annual
Ozone Day is observed every
year on September 16, aiming
celebrate the adoption of the
Montreal Protocol and raises
awareness about the importance
of the ozone layer. It also serves
as a reminder of the global com-
mitment to protecting this vital
component of Earth’s atmos-
phere and addressing the broad-

sustainability.

The PM’s coordinator said
that there is pressing need to
engage all stakeholders’ includ-
ing educational institutions and
media practitioners and raise
their understanding about the
importance of the ozone layer, a
critical component of Earth's
atmosphere, which protects life
by blocking harmful ultraviolet
(UV) radiation from the sun.

“Not protecting ozone layer
is a grave risk for human health
and environmental sustainabili-
ty. Because, its depletion poses
various risks including
increased incidences of skin
cancer, cataracts, and adverse
impacts on  ecosystems,”
Romina Khurshid Alam warned.
“However, Pakistan recognises
the importance of this protective
shield and has committed to
adhering to the Montreal
Protocol’s goals for the protec-
tion of the ozone layer,” she
informed the participants.”

Highlighting Pakistan’s

depleting gases, she said that the
country contained use of first
generation of ozone depleting
substances by 2009 and
achieved a 50% reduction in
drochlorofluorocarbons
(HCFCs) by January 2020.
Pakistan is also on track to
meet our 67.5% reduction target
by 2025, having transitioned

many industries to ozone-
friendly technologies, Ms Alam
emphasised.

“Our collective determina-
tion towards human and envi-
ronmental sustainability contin-
ues as we prepare for the forth-
coming  hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs) phase-down under the
Kigali Amendment to the
Montoreal Protocol, an interna-
tional agreement to gradually
reduce the consumption and
production of HFCs.

Secretary climate change &
environmental coordination
ministry Aisha Humera Ch.
said that World Ozone Day
2024 is a testament to the col-

addressing one of the most
pressing environmental chal-
lenges of our time. Pakistan is
proud of the progress we have
made and remains resolute in
our commitment to protecting
the ozone layer and combating
climate change.

“World Ozone Day serves as
a powerful reminder of the col-
lective effort required to protect
our planet’s delicate balance,”
the climate change ministry sec-
retary remarked.

She said Pakistan is proud to
be a part of the global move-
ment to preserve the ozone
layer, and we will continue to
work diligently to ensure a
healthier environment for cur-
rent and future generations.

She said further that the pro-
tection of the ozone layer is
integral to ensuring a stable cli-
mate and a healthy environ-
ment. Our ongoing initiatives
and international collaborations
reflect Pakistan’s dedication to
these goals.

focus will remain on imple-
menting effective solutions and
fostering public awareness,” the
climate change ministry secre-
tary stressed.

Spelling out future actions
for contributing to ozone layer
protection efforts at global
level, protecting ozone layer,
Parliamentary Secretary of the
climate change & environmen-
tal coordination Rana Ahmed
Ateeq Sarwar said that looking
ahead, Pakistan would remain
committed to achieving the
phase-out targets for remaining
ozone-depleting substances
(ODS) and addressing any
emerging challenges that pose
risks to ozone layer.

“More efforts would be taken
to strengthen the country’s regu-
latory framework regarding pro-
tection of ozone layer, enhance
invest in research and develop-
ment, raise public awareness
and promote sustainable prac-
tices across all sectors,” he
emphasised.




Five projects completed

SAMANGAN (BNA): Public Health Direc-
torate of Samangan has completed five devel-
opment projects worth more than 38 million
Afghanis, enhancing healthcare services in the
region. During the inauguration ceremony,
Mawlawi Mohibullah Bahari, Head of Public
Health Directorate in Samangan, stated that
these projects include the construction of 20
healthcare rooms across 10 health centers, bo-
undary walls, parking facilities, green areas
and installation of solar power systems.
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Flash floods cause losses

CHARIKAR (Pajhwok):
destroyed about 40 residential houses, crops
on 328 acres of land and washed away five
water heads and a kilometer road in central
Parwan province,
Monday. Maulvi Abdul Alim Afzali, director
of natural disasters preparedness department,
told Pajhwok Afghan News: “Initial figures
suggest that recent flash floods destroyed 40
residential houses, two shops, five water
heads, a 1km road in the province.”

Flash floods

an official said on

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

IEA announces
new appointments

KABUL (BNA): The
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan has announced
significant new appoint-
ments within key Islamic
Emirate’s departments fol-
lowing a decree issued by

his Excellency, the
Supreme Leader.
Mawlawi  Zabihullah

Mujahid, the spokesman
for the Islamic Emirate,
stated on his X page that
based on the decree of the
Supreme Leader, Haji
Abdul Qahir Idris, the for-
mer Deputy Minister of
Revenues and Customs at
the Ministry of Finance,
has been appointed as the
Director General of the
NSIA. Meanwhile, Dr.

Faqir Muhammad Ziar,
who previously held this
position, has been assigned
the role of Chairman of the
Medical Council at the
Ministry of Public Health.
Additionally, Mawlawi

Sharifullah, the former
Director of Economic
Affairs  for  Helmand

Province, has been appoint-
ed as the Police Chief of
Farah Province.

The decree also details
the appointment of
Mawlawi Muhammad Gul
Sayyad, who previously
served as the Head of the
Appellate Court in Farah
Province, to the role of
Head of the Military Court
for the Kandahar Zone.

Mawlawi Ghulam
Rahman Kazim, formerly
the Head of Nangarhar
Valley Agricultural Comp-
any, has been assigned as
the Head of the Emirate
Water and Wastewater
Company. Furthermore,
Mawlawi Ghulam Rasul
Ehsani, the former Head of
the Military Court for the
Kandahar Zone, has been
appointed as the Head of
the Appellate Court in
Farah Province.

These new appointments
are part of the Islamic
Emirate’s commitment to
enhancing governance and
ensuring efficient adminis-
tration across key sectors in
the country.

Reconstruction begins

E

LAGHMAN (TOLOnews):
The reconstruction work
for the first phase of the
Shahi Canal project in
Alingar district of Laghman
province has begun.
Officials said that the
first phase of this canal will
be built with a length of 6.6
kilometers, which can irri-
gate five thousand hectares
of land and meet the needs
of thousands of families.
Abdul Latif Mansoor,
acting Minister of Energy
and Water, said: “I do not
divide this project into dif-
ferent phases, such as the
first or second phase. We
have inaugurated the
entire canal, and we will
complete it. The first part
of it costs eight million
dollars, which has been
allocated from the Islamic

Emirate’s  development
budget. With the first
phase, five thousand
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hectares of land will be
irrigated, and in total,
twenty thousand hectares
of land will be irrigated.”

Farooq Azam, Advisor
to the Ministry of Energy
and Water, said: “This proj-
ect starts from this dam,
and its first part will be
built with a length of 6.6
kilometers and will deliver
water regularly to lands that
currently receive it irregu-
larly. This is a major proj-
ect, and once all its phases
are completed, one hundred
thousand acres of land will
be irrigated.”

Residents of Laghman
are happy with the start of
this project and urge the
Islamic Emirate to take up
work on other parts of this
project as soon as possible.

Mujib Rahman, a resi-
dent of Laghman, said:
“Work should also start on
the remaining three parts.
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This work will create job
opportunities for the peo-
ple, make barren lands fer-
tile, irrigate lands, help in
the creation of forests, and
prevent water wastage.”

Rohanullah, a resident of
Laghman, said:
“Previously, this dam did
not exist, and the waters
were wasted. With the con-
struction of this dam, we
will be happy; these dry
lands will become fertile
and green, and our Alingar
and Laghman will become
very beautiful.”

According to informa-
tion from officials, the
Shahi Canal in Laghman
will be approximately 70
kilometers long and will be
constructed in two phases.
Upon completion, it will
irrigate around twenty
thousand hectares of land
and control a portion of
Laghman’s flowing water.

UN reports completion of

—
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BAMYAN (Khaama Press):
The United Nations Refugee
Agency has announced that
a group of women in
Bamiyan have completed
midwifery training.

The United Nations
Refugee Agency posted on
its X page that the newly
graduated midwives in
Bamiyan have committed
to tackling the province’s
high infant and maternal
mortality rates.

The United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees emphasized that
the midwifery training pro-
gram was implemented
with financial support from
partner organizations and
the European Union.

The agency did not pro-
vide specific details or sta-
tistics about the number of

participants in this training
program.

Earlier, in mid-March
2023, 40 midwives gradu-
ated from the first round of
training in Bamiyan after
completing the initial pro-
gram.

Meanwhile, on Septem-
ber 1, the United Nations
Population Fund annou-
nced that Afghanistan
urgently needs 18,000
skilled midwives. The fund
warned that if this demand
is not met, many women’s
lives will be at risk.

According to health
organizations, Afghanistan
has one of the highest
maternal mortality rates in
the world.

The United Nations
Population Fund stated that
midwives could meet

250 families
granted access
to clean
drinking water

QALAT (TOLOnews):
Access to clean drinking
water has been provided to
250 families in Qalat, the
capital of Zabul province.
The head of the Zabul
River Basin Authority said
that this drinking water net-
work was built with finan-

cial assistance from a relief |}

organization at a cost of
$45,000.

Abdul Karim Zulfiqar,
Head of the Zabul River
Basin Authority, said: “A
total of 45,000 USD has
been invested in this net-
work, built by the
Norwegian Refugee
Council (NRC), to provide
clean drinking water to 250
families. We are working to
create a large water net-
work in Qalat in coopera-
tion with relief organiza-
tions to solve the drinking
water problem.”

Khaliq Dad, a 45-year-
old resident of Qalat, used
to travel a kilometer every
day to get clean drinking
water, but now, with the
establishment of a water
supply network near his
home, this challenge has
been resolved.

Khalig Dad  said,
“Previously, 1 brought
clean drinking water from
distant areas, and no one
gave me water because
they did not have enough
themselves. Now, I am
happy that a water network
has been established here.”

Some residents of Zabul
are asking the interim gov-
ernment officials to address
their other problems in
addition to clean drinking
water.

Samiullah, a resident of
Zabul, said: “There is a
shortage of water here, and
the Islamic Emirate should
pay special attention to this
issue.”

Another resident, Abdu-
llah, said: “Our sewage
system needs repair, roads
should be built for us, and
clean drinking water reser-
voirs should be created.”

Recent droughts, in addi-
tion to Zabul, have caused
drinking water shortages
for residents in Kandahar,
Helmand, and Uruzgan
provinces, and groundwater
levels in these provinces are
also declining.

Many children
attend school
hungry: WFP

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The World Food Program-
me (WFP), which address-
es hunger and food securi-
ty, reported that many chil-
dren in Afghanistan attend
school hungry.

In a report released on
Monday, the WFP empha-
sized that school meals are
crucial for learning.

WEFP stated, “In
#Afghanistan, many chil-
dren go to school hungry.”

The program stated that
fortified biscuits are dis-
tributed to more than
700,000 boys and girls in
Afghanistan’s primary
schools every morning.

The initiative encour-
ages families to send their
children to school by pro-
viding these meals.

According to the WFP,
for many children, these
biscuits are the only food

B | they have for the entire day.

In a video shared by the
WFP on their X page,
Madina said, “When I
come to school, I don’t eat
breakfast at home, and if I

B | don’t get the biscuit, I stay

around 90% of the urgent
reproductive health needs
of mothers, infants, and
adolescent girls.

Additionally, there is a
global shortage of around
900,000 trained midwives.

The ongoing midwifery
training programs in Bami-
yan offer a glimmer of hope
in addressing Afghanistan’s
dire maternal health crisis.

However, much more
needs to be done to meet
the country’s urgent health-
care demands.

With a critical shortage
of midwives both in
Afghanistan and globally,
significant investments in
training and healthcare
infrastructure are essential
to save lives and improve
maternal and infant health
outcomes.

hungry.”

“We remind the world
that school meals are essen-
tial for learning. For chil-
dren like Madina, WFP bis-
cuits might be all they eat
all day,” the program said.

Previously, the WFP
reported that nearly three
million children in
Afghanistan are suffering
from malnutrition.

The dire humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan,
especially among children,
highlights the critical role
of food assistance pro-
grams like the WFP’s
school meals. These efforts
are vital for both education
and survival.

As malnutrition rates
continue to rise, more
urgent international support
is needed to prevent a
worsening crisis. Without
adequate intervention,
Afghanistan’s future gener-
ations will continue to suf-
fer from hunger and lack of
access to education.

Board meeting focuses

KABUL (BNA): The
National Food and
Medicine Board convened
on Sunday under the chair-
manship of Abdul Salam
Hanafi, Deputy Prime
Minister for Administrative
Affairs of the Islamic

Emirate of Afghanistan.

The meeting brought
together board members to
address critical issues con-
cerning food and medicine
safety in the country.

Key topics discussed
included food safety proto-
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cols, import controls, and
the establishment of a list
of approved medicines. The
board emphasized the
importance of preventing
smuggling and the distribu-
tion of sub-quality food and
medicines.

f
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on safety and quality
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In addition, measures to
increase public awareness
about the dangers of using
inferior products were
highlighted. The board also
discussed the installation of
standard testing devices to
ensure quality control.

Ghazni varsity students want
work on hostel completed

GHAZNI CITY (Pajhwok):
University  students in
southern Ghanzni province
say they live in private hos-
tels and pay heavy charges
due to lack of a dormitory
on the campus.

Construction work on a
hostel for students at
Ghazni University was
launched under the previ-
ous government, but it is
yet to be completed.

Samsoor, a student, told
Pajhwok Afghan News the
absence of a dormitory
inside the university
forced them to live outside
in private places against
high rents.

He said: “Ghazni Univ-
ersity is situated in a desert

and private room are also
located far away”.

He said many students
could not afford to pay
rents and other expenses.
He urged officials to com-
plete the rest of work on the
dormitory building as soon
as possible and allot rooms
to needy students.

He said: “Numerous stu-
dents here do not have
enough money. Some of
them have even given up
their education due to
financial woes. Their prob-
lems will be resolved with
the completion of the hostel
building.”

Similarly, another stu-
dent, Mohammad Mukhtar,
grumbled about inordinate-

ly high rents for rooms out-
side the university and
encountering a host of
problems.

He added: “Many stu-
dents are facing economic
problems — a big obstacle
to our education. We urge
the government to open the
hostel as soon as possible.”

Some other students held
similar views and urged the
government to address the
issue with a sense of
urgency. On the other hand,
local officials also
acknowledged the problem.

Ghazni University direc-
tor Maulvi Abdul Wasi
Mansour told Pajhwok that
the dormitory and some
other buildings remained

incomplete on the campus.

He added some time
ago, the Acting Minister of
Higher Education visited
these buildings during his
visit and promised to start
work on them.

He said: “About 96 per-
cent work has been com-
pleted on the dormitory by
previous government. A
committee from the min-
istry came to investigate the
dormitory and other build-
ings inside the university.
We hope the project will be
completed soon.”

According to officials,
about 4,000 students are
currently studying in seven
faculties at the Ghazni
University.

Indonesia donates ambulances
s to ARCS

KABUL (BNA): The
Government of Indonesia
has officially handed over
three ambulances and 30
Land Cruisers to the
Afghan Red Crescent
Society (ARCS) in a cere-
mony that highlighted
Indonesia’s ongoing com-
mitment to supporting
Afghanistan.

Hafiz Azizur Rahman,
the Deputy of ARCS,
extended his profound grat-
itude for Indonesia’s con-
sistent and timely aid,
emphasizing the crucial
role these vehicles will play
in addressing the urgent
needs of vulnerable and
disaster-stricken citizens.
The donated vehicles will
soon be dispatched to Herat
province  to  enhance
humanitarian operations.

Indonesian Ambassador
to  Afghanistan, Budi
Rachmat  Suryasaputra,
reaffirmed the strong diplo-
matic ties between the two

nations and assured the
continuation of Indonesia’s
support to the Afghan peo-
ple. He  underscored
Indonesia’s dedication to
helping Afghanistan during
these critical times.
Nisfiyur Magandi, the
representative  of  the

International Federation of
Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC)
in Afghanistan, commend-
ed Indonesia’s generous
contributions. He noted
that, in addition to this
donation, Indonesia has
provided a total of

$300,000 in aid to
Afghanistan since the start
of the year, including sup-
port in various sectors.
Magandi further expre-
ssed optimism for further
cooperation to strengthen
ARCS’s humanitarian ini-
tiatives across the country.

Copper craft industry thrives
in Badakhshan province

BADAKHSHAN

to the past.

The decline in raw copper prices
and the export of copper handicrafts
abroad are cited as key reasons for
the renewed interest in this industry

in Badakhshan.

Abdul Jabbar, a 45-year-old cop-
persmith, has been engaged in this
craft for over three decades in a cor-
ner of Faizabad, the capital of
Badakhshan province. He said that
while this industry had faded in
recent years, it has recently experi-

enced a strong revival.
Abdul Jabbar

crafts abroad.

He said, “We export a lot to other
provinces and even sell our crafts in
foreign countries.” Another copper-
smith, Omid, added, “Our request of
the government is to support the
coppersmiths and reduce the prices

of materials.”

Meanwhile, the Directorate of
Commerce
Badakhshan said that they have pre-
vented the stagnation of the copper-

Industry  and

(TOLOnews):
Coppersmiths in Badakhshan report
that their business has seen more
growth in recent months compared

attributes
revival to the reduction in raw cop-
per prices and the export of copper

the

smith industry in the province by
organizing exhibitions and support-
ing artisans.

Samaruddin Rahmani, Director

of Enterprise
Department
Commerce

of especially

Affairs
of
in Badakhshan,
TOLOnews, “After the arrival of the
Islamic Emirate,
coppersmiths,
become more interested in their
work and perform well in exhibi-

tions. We support them.”
The coppersmith industry, along-

side blacksmithing and carpentry,

of
Industry

the
and
told

our craftsmen,

have artisans

has a long history in Afghanistan. In
the past, citizens of the country used
to obtain most of their household
items from these local craftsmen.
However, with the influx of for-
eign goods in recent years, many

have expressed concern

about the decline of this traditional
industry.
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Sardar Ali Amin Khan Gandapur addressing the

launching ceremony of launched the extension of Universal Number Plates System.

Constitutional amendments to
be tabled after consensus: Asif

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Defence, Khawaja
Muhammad Asif,
informed the National

Assembly on Monday that
a Constitutional amend-
ment package would be
tabled in the house after
achieving complete con-
sensus.

Speaking on the floor of
the house, he said, “A draft

has been prepared to
address constitutional
imbalances,  especially

those related to the parlia-
ment. This also aims to

undo the 19th
Amendment. There is no
political motivation

behind this action.”

“We want and desire
complete consensus within
the house. The process
will continue, and we
believe that no one will
oppose the proposals. We
are determined to shape
the constitution in line
with the agreement in the
Charter of Democracy
(CoD,” he added.

Asif said that, as repre-

sentatives, members have
the right to propose legis-
lation that strengthens par-
liamentary supremacy and
democracy. “Representing
250 million people, we
have every right to work
for the strengthening of
parliament as defined in
the Constitution,” he said.

He further said that rep-
resentatives have the right
to undo any intrusions into
parliamentary powers and
the Constitution.

Khawaja Asif said that
the Charter of Democracy
(CoD), signed in 2006 by
Pakistan Peoples Party
leader Benazir Bhutto and
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz leader Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif, advocates
for the strengthening of
democracy, the supremacy
of the parliament, and the
discouragement of person-
or party-specific legisla-
tion. The minister said that
other political parties had
also joined this historic
document letter.

He reiterated that the
proposed  constitutional

package has no political
motivation. He mentioned
that in the proposed draft,
Article 63-A, which previ-
ously stated that a vote
cast would not be counted,
has been reversed.

Asif added that the
establishment of constitu-
tional courts, as proposed
in the draft, aligns with the
CoD and is a practice fol-
lowed globally.

The purpose, he said, is
to ensure speedy justice.
He cited an example of an
individual who received
justice after 25 years, hav-
ing spent most of that time
on death cell.

“We aim to reduce the
burden on the judiciary
and make life easier for
plaintiffs and the common
man. Currently, around 2.7
million cases are pending
in courts. Steps for speedy
justice and the counting of
votes are not politically
motivated,” he said.

Referring to the
appointment of judges, he
recalled that after the
restoration of the judiciary

movement, a process for
judicial appointments was
agreed upon. “We want to
assert the powers of parlia-
ment and avoid having it
serve as a rubber stamp in
the appointment  of
judges,” he said.

He also said that the
draft includes a proposal
to merge the parliamentary
committee and the Judicial
Commission, enhancing
the role of parliament in
judicial appointments.
“We are trying to reclaim
the rights that belong to
us,” he said.

Asif questioned
whether the proposed
amendments serve the

interests of the govern-
ment. “We seek to ensure
and enforce the respect
and dignity of parliament
as  written in  the
Constitution,” he added.

He said that the amend-
ments in the proposed
draft are not intended to
strengthen any individual,
government, or political
party, but solely to fortify
the parliament.

Reported suspect in Trump
assassination attempt, backed Ukraine

KYIV (Reuters): Ryan
Routh, the reported sus-
pect in an apparent assas-
sination  attempt on
Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump,
visited Kyiv in the sum-
mer of 2022 to encourage
people to fight for
Ukraine, he told a news
outlet that year.

Ukrainian officials dis-
tanced themselves from
Routh on Monday, saying
they had no links with
him and warning that
Russia would use his sup-
port for Ukraine as propa-
ganda.

CNN, Fox News and
the New York Times iden-
tified Routh, 58, of
Hawaii, as the suspect in
Sunday's incident, citing
unidentified law enforce-
ment officials. The FBI
declined to comment and
Reuters could not inde-
pendently verify his iden-
tity.

"A lot of the other con-
flicts are grey but this
conflict is definitely black
and white. This is about
good versus evil," Routh
said in an interview post-
ed by Newsweek
Romania in June 2022.
His comments suggested
he was in Kyiv at the
time.

Reuters video footage

showed him in Kyiv in
May 2022 at protests call-
ing for international sup-
port for Ukrainian fight-
ers. A photograph taken in
Kyiv at the time shows
him holding a Ukrainian
flag and wearing a scarf
with the U.S. stars and
stripes on it.

Videos posted on X
also  showed Routh
attending events that
month backing Ukraine,
including a protest held in
support of the Azov
brigade, which took part
in the particularly fierce
battle for the southern
city of Mariupol.

Some four months into
Russia's full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine, Routh
perceived the war to be at
a critical juncture and
called for more interna-
tional support.

Routh told Newsweek
Romania his initial goal
in Ukraine was to fight
but the plan did not work
out because his age and
lack of military experi-
ence meant he was not
accepted.

Instead, he turned to
promoting the cause to
others, he said.

"If the governments
will not send their official
military, then we, civil-
ians, have to pick up the

torch and make this thing
happen and we have got-
ten some wonderful peo-
ple here but it is a small
fraction of the number

that should be here,"
Routh said.

Reuters could not inde-
pendently  verify  his
assertions.

Hundreds of non-

Ukrainians have fought
against Russian forces in
Ukraine and others have
helped try to recruit them.

Ukrainian  President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy
condemned the suspected
assassination attempt,

saying on X: "I am glad to
hear that Donald Trump is
safe and unharmed."

The Kremlin said
Routh's reported associa-
tion with Ukraine showed
that "playing with fire"
had consequences.

Ukraine's Center for
Countering
Disinformation said
Sunday's incident was
already a "topic for
Russian propaganda" and
suggested Moscow would
spread conspiracy theo-
ries attempting to show a
"Ukrainian trace" to the
apparent  assassination
attempt.

"Of course, all of this
is a lie," Andriy
Kovalenko, who leads the

center, said.

The Azov brigade's
press service denied any
connections with Routh,
saying it had never com-
municated with him.

The International
Legion, where many of
the foreign fighters serve,
also said it had no links
with Routh and that he
had never been part of it.

Routh told the Semafor
news outlet in March
2023 that he had tried to
recruit U.S.-trained
Afghan fighters to fight
for  Ukraine against
Russia but that Ukraine's
defence ministry had not
agreed to issue visas to
them.

An official source in
Kyiv said authorities
were looking into his
role, if any, in Ukraine.
The defence ministry did
not immediately respond
to a request for comment.

The Semafor article
identified Routh as the
head of the International
Volunteer Center, which it
said helped foreigners
wanting to  support
Ukraine through military
and humanitarian means.

Reuters contacted an
aid group with the same
name. Its founder said the
NGO had no connection
with Routh.

Masoud says direct talks with US
p0551ble if it abandons its hostility

DUBAI (Reuters): Iran
could hold direct talks
with the United States if
Washington demonstrates
“in practice” that it is not
hostile to the Islamic
Republic, President
Masoud Pezeshkian said
on Monday.

Pezeshkian was
responding to a question

at a news conference in
Tehran on whether Tehran
would be open to direct
talks with the US to revive
a 2015 nuclear deal.
Former US president
Donald Trump reneged on
that deal in 2018, arguing
it was too generous to
Tehran, and restored harsh
US sanctions on Iran,

promptlng Tehran to grad-
ually violate the agree-
ment’s nuclear limits.

“We are not hostile
toward the US, they
should end their hostility
toward us by showing
their goodwill in prac-
tice,” said Pezeshkian,
adding: “We are brothers
with the Americans as
well.”

After taking office in
January 2021, US
President Joe Biden tried
to negotiate a revival of
the nuclear pact under
which Iran had restricted
its nuclear program in
return for relief from US,
European Union and UN
sanctions.

However, Tehran
refused to directly negoti-
ate with Washington and
worked mainly through
European or Arab inter-
mediaries.

He also said Tehran has
not sent hypersonic mis-

siles to Yemen’s Houthis,
a day after the Iran-
backed group said a mis-
sile it fired at Israel was a
hypersonic one.

Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
Israel would inflict a
“heavy price” on the
Houthis who control
northern Yemen, after
they reached central Israel
with a missile on Sunday
for the first time.

“It takes a person a
week to travel to Yemen
(from Iran), how could
this missile have gotten
there? We don’t have such
missiles to provide to
Yemen,” Pezeshkian said.

However, last year Iran
presented what it
described as Tehran’s first
domestically made hyper-
sonic ballistic missile,
with state media publish-
ing pictures of the missile
named “Fattah” at a cere-
mony.
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CM launches extention
of Universal Number
Plates System

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: As an
important step towards E-
Governance and Digital
Transformation, Chief
Minister Khyber
Amin
Gandapur  has
launched the extension of
Universal Number Plates
System of  vehicles
(Online Motor Vehicles
Registration System) to
the entire province, and
Public Facilitation Module
for online payment of
Urban Immovable
Property Taxes under
excise taxation and nar-
cotics control department.
A ceremony in this
regard was held here on
Monday at Chief
Minister’s House with Ali
Amin Khan Gandpur as
chief  guest. Besides
Provincial Minister for
Excise Mian Khalique Ur
Rehman, Acting Chief
Secretary Muhammad
Abid Majeed, Secretary
Excise Fayyaz Ali Shah
and other high ups of
Excise department attend-
ed the ceremony.
Addressing the ceremo-

ny, Chief Minister Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur said
that digitization is impera-
tive to ensure good gover-
nance in the province
adding that the provincial
government is working to
digitize all government
departments under its e-
governance policy which
will not only ensure trans-
parency ,will also improve
service delivery to the
general public.

He said that the launch
of online tax system and
motor vehicle registration
system is an important
milestone in this regard.
The online tax payment
system will increase the
confidence of the public
and also promote the tax
culture in the province.
Apart from this, the online
system will reduce paper
work and the administra-
tive costs of the depart-
ment.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister appreciated
the entire team of the
Excise Department and
hoped that the Excise
Department will also com-
plete other ongoing initia-
tives of digitization in

stipulated timeframes.

He said that the incum-
bent provincial govern-
ment is investing substan-
tially in potential sectors
aiming at building their
capacity to make the
province financially self-
sufficient.

He said that the govern-
ment is taking concrete
steps under a comprehen-
sive strategy according to
the vision of Imran Khan
to make the province
financially self-sufficient.

In his address, the Chief
Minister said that eradica-
tion of drugs from the
province is among the pri-
orities of the provincial
government, the Excise
and Narcotics Control
Department should effec-
tively use the modern
technology for controlling
the drugs adding that the
provincial  government
would provide all required
resources for the purchase
of hi tech equipment.

Briefing the partici-
pants on newly launched
initiatives, it was told that
public facilitation module
consist of both android
and web module through

which the citizens would
conveniently access their
property  tax  records
online, online access to
challan and payment histo-
ry.

The other features of
the online tax payment
system include prompt
resolution  of  online
queries related to property
tax, availability of stan-
dardized tax calculator. It
was also told that the ini-
tially public facilitation
module was started for
three  districts  which
would be extended to the
rest of the districts in next
phases adding that with
the introduction of public
facilitation module an
increase of Rs five billion

annually was expected
from taxes.
Touching upon the

Universal Number Plate
System, it was informed
that citizens can use
mobile app and web for
vehicle registration,
renewal and payments.
Under this system, the
entire process of vehicle
registration in the entire
province will be digitized
and centralized.

Pakistan
reports sixth

Mpox case

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Ministry of Health on
Monday confirmed that a
sixth case of Monkeypox
has been reported in the
country.

According to spokesper-
son of the Ministry of
Health, Border Health
Services staff detected the
patient, a 44-year-old indi-
vidual, has a travel history
to the Gulf countries at
Islamabad Airport during
screening.

He said that the patient
was admitted to the isola-
tion ward of Pakistan
Institute  of  Medical
Sciences (PIMS) and was
healthy.

PM Coordinator on
Health, Dr. Mukhtar
Bharath said Border Health
Services staff at Islamabad
Airport were ensuring an
effective screening system.
The government had
screened 630,000 passen-
gers at airports so far.

He said that the Ministry
of Health was ensuring the
monitoring mechanism of
the situation. Effective
measures are being taken to
protect the people from
Mpox, he added.

Dr. Bharath said that the
federal and provincial gov-
ernments were taking all
measures to deal with
Mpox.

Putin orders army to
become second largest

MOSCOW (Reuters):
President Vladimir Putin
on Monday ordered the
regular size of the
Russian army to be
increased by 180,000
troops to 1.5 million
active servicemen in a
move that would make it
the second largest in the
world after China's.

In a decree published
on the Kremlin's website,
Putin ordered the overall
size of the armed forces to
be increased to 2.38 mil-
lion people, of which he
said 1.5 million should be
active servicemen.

According to data from
the International Institute
for Strategic Studies
(IISS), a leading military
think tank, such an
increase would see Russia
leapfrog the United States
and India in terms of the
number of active combat
soldiers it has at its dis-
posal and be second only
to China in size. The IISS
said Beijing has just over
2 million active duty serv-
ice personnel.

The move, the third
time Putin has expanded
the army's ranks since
sending his military into
Ukraine in  February
2022, comes as Russian
forces push forward in

eastern Ukraine on parts
of a vast 1,000 km (627-
mile) frontline and try to
eject Ukrainian forces
from Russia's Kursk
region.

Although Russia has a
population more than
three times larger than
Ukraine's and has been
successfully  recruiting
volunteers on lucrative
contracts to fight in
Ukraine, it has - like
Kyiv's forces - been sus-
taining heavy battlefield
losses, and there is no
sign of the war ending
anytime soon.

Both sides say the
exact size of their losses
is a military secret.

Andrei Kartapolov,
chairman of Russia's
lower house of parlia-
ment's defence commit-
tee, said the increase in
active troop numbers was
part of a plan to overhaul
the armed forces and
gradually increase their
size to match what he
described as the current
international situation and
the behaviour of "our for-
mer foreign partners."

"For example, we now
need to form new struc-
tures and military units to
ensure security in the
north-west (of Russia)

since Finland, with which
we border, has joined the
NATO bloc," Kartapolov
told Parlamentskaya
Gazeta, the Russian par-
liament's in-house news-
paper.

"And in order to carry
out this process, we need
to increase the number of
troops."

THIRD INCREASE
SINCE 2022

Putin since 2022 had
previously ordered two
official increases in the
number of combat troops
- by 137,000 and 170,000
respectively.

In addition, Russia
mobilised over 300,000
soldiers in September and
October 2022 in an exer-
cise which prompted tens
of thousands of draft-age
men to flee the country.

The Kremlin has said
that no new mobilisation
is planned for now, how-
ever, and that the idea is
to continue to rely on vol-
unteers signing up to fight
in Ukraine. Dara
Massicot, an expert in the
Russian military at the
Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace think
tank, questioned whether
Moscow was ready to foot
the bill for the increase in
active servicemen.

Israel will become a ‘pariah’ over
Gaza ‘genocide’: UN rights experts

WASHINGTON
(Aljazeera)): United Nations
human rights experts have
warned that Israel risks
becoming an international
“pariah” over its “genocide”
in Gaza, suggesting that the
country’s UN membership
could be called into ques-
tion.

On Monday, several inde-
pendent UN experts decried
what they said was Israel’s
escalating violence and
rights violations in Gaza and
the occupied West Bank, its
disregard for international
court rulings and its verbal
attacks on the UN itself.

The rapporteurs, who are

appointed by the UN Human
Rights Council but who do
not speak on behalf of the
UN, also slammed Western
countries’ “double stan-
dards” in the devastating
war and said Israel needed to
face consequences for its
actions.

“I think it is unavoidable
for Israel to become a pariah
in the face of its continuous,
relentless, vilifying assault
of the United Nations, on top
of millions of Palestinians,”
said Francesca Albanese, the
UN special rapporteur on the
occupied Palestinian territo-
ries, citing verbal and mili-
tary attacks on UN facilities

in Gaza.

“Should there be a con-
sideration of its membership
as part of this organisation,
which Israel seems to have
zero respect for?”.

The humanitarian catas-
trophe in Gaza after more
than 11 months of conflict
has also prompted questions
about Western states’ long-
standing political and mili-
tary support for Israel,
including from the United
States and the United
Kingdom, which both pro-
vide arms.

“Shockingly, in the face
of the abyss reached in
[occupied Palestinian terri-

tory] ... most member states
remained inactive at best, or
actively aiding and assisting
Israel’s criminal conduct,”
Albanese told a news con-
ference in Geneva on
Monday, repeating allega-
tions of genocide.

Albanese, an Italian
lawyer, said she was refer-
ring to Western states as well
as some Gulf nations and
others.

Israel denies allegations
of genocide and says that it
takes steps to reduce the risk
of harm to civilians and that
at least a third of the 41,118
Palestinians killed in Gaza
were fighters.
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ISLAMABAD: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari (left) in a meeting with JUI-F chief Maulana
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Fazlur Rehman on Monday.

Printed and published by Mahmood Afridi at Moraka’s Printers, 27 Abdara Road, University Town, Peshawar. Managing Editor Jalil Afridi. Phone 0300 9009001




