FO advises Pakistanis
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office has
issued advisory to the Pakistani nation-
als regarding travel to Syria in the wake
of deteriorating situation in the country.
A press release issued by the foreign
Office says in view of the recent devel-
opments and evolving situation in
Syria, Pakistan nationals are advised to
avoid unnecessary travel or visit to
Syria until the situation improves.
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NEPRA offers discounts
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA)
on Friday approved the Winter Package
proposed by the federal government,
offering discounts to consumers on
additional electricity usage. According
to the package, domestic consumers
will receive a 30per cent discount,
equivalent to Rs. 11.42 per unit, on
minimum additional electricity usage.
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a souvenir from Chief

Bilawal emphasises need
for political dialogue

FE.P. Report
KARACHTI:

Pakhtunkhwa.

Speaking at the Pink Football event at
Lyari Football Ground, he urged political
parties to foster unity and prioritise eco-
nomic and political stability. Criticising the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government for
focusing on "extremist politics" instead of
public welfare, Bilawal lamented their
absence from the All Parties Conference
(APC). He stressed that provincial funds
should be directed towards providing relief
to the people and ensuring peace in the

region.

Bilawal commended Lyari’s resilience,
praising the establishment of an interna-
tional-standard football ground and the
participation of young and female players
from across Sindh. He called for greater
empowerment of women, asserting that
they have proven their leadership potential
in Pakistan’s history and will continue to
excel in various fields, including sports.

Warning against forces attempting to
lead the youth toward extremism, Bilawal
emphasised the importance of youth devel-
opment for the nation's future. Concluding
his address, he urged the Sindh govern-
ment to address local infrastructure issues
in Lyari, ensuring its continued develop-
ment as a hub of opportunity.

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
appreciated the efforts
Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi for bringing all political
parties on a single platform to sort out
solution to problems faced by the people

has

of the province.

In a statement issued, the PPP chairman
has said that he welcomes the initiative of
the KP Governor Faisal Karim Kundi to
engage all political parties in an effort to
create political consensus and address the
difficulties faced by the people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
has said that dialogue between political
parties is the most effective means to not
only address political, economic and secu-
rity challenges. But, also forge the political

PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari on Friday emphasised the
need for dialogue among political forces to
address the country's challenges, highlight-
ing the deteriorating situation in Khyber

the results.

consensus and stability required to achieve

He said that it is unfortunate that the

government with executive authority and
primary responsibility to address these
issues has not even spent a single day since
they formed government doing what they
are meant to sever the people of their
province. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said that
the government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
instead of serving their people has been
busy in practicing their extremist politics at
the expenses of the people of the province.

He while criticizing the KP chief minis-
ter for not attending the All Parties
Conference (APC), Bilawal Bhutto said
that despite having been invited they
refused to attend or contribute to the APC
as well. He said that the people of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa deserve that their problems

of the

to be addressed and added that with or
without the help of the KP government,
they will continue to fight for the real
rights of the people of all provinces.
Meawhile,
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi said that

Governor Khyber

lawyers always playing vital role in

strengthening democracy and assured to
play role in addressing their problems.

He said this during a meeting with a del-
egation led by Fida Bahadur Vice President
of the Supreme Court Bar Association,
Lajbar Khalil Advocate and other promi-
nent lawyers during their visit to the
Governor House. The Governor said that
their concerns would be addressed and
efforts would be made to resolve their
ongoing issues.

Bushra Bibi explains her
departure from D-Chowk

F.P. Report

CHARSADDA: In an
unexpected turn of events,
Bushra Bibi, wife of for-
mer PM Imran Khan, on
Friday visited the family
of a worker who lost his
life during Islamabad
protest and explained her
position regarding her exit
from D-Chowk.

She claimed that she
was left all alone till 12:30
at night and she was there
to support the PTI protest-
ers. She said she could
never leave those who
came out in support of
Imran Khan. "I was in my
car until 12:30am at D-
Chowk,” she said.

She visited the house of
deceased Tajudeen and
commiserated with his
family. She gave a cheque
of Rs10 million which, she
said, was on the direction
of Imran Khan. “I told
everyone not to leave me

alone but they left me
there [at D-chowk]. Bibi
was alone there,” she
insisted.

She recalled the ‘trou-
bling moment’ she had to
endure when the PTI pro-
testers lost their lives due
to violent clashes. Without
naming anyone, she said,
“she does not understand
why some people are
telling lies.” She said she
did not leave the site for
the protest because Imran
Khan said so even when
all people had left her.

Today, when Bushra
went to visit the family
members of deceased PTI
worker Tajuddin, she told
the party supporters that
she had been in pain for
the last few days as so
many deaths had taken
place, "due to which I was
confused and could not
figure out why people
were lying".

"I am not a woman who

runs away. I would espe-
cially not leave those who
had come out for Khan.
No one knew which car
was mine. At D-Chowk, I
was all alone in my car till
12:30am," she said.

"Several cars had come
there because they were
forcefully pushed out of D-
Chowk. Bibi did not move
because Khan did not say. I
had told everyone not to
leave me alone, but every-
one left me alone. I was all
alone." Present on the
occasion, a PTI worker
backed her story, saying
that he was a witness to the
situation. At this, she said,
there were several witness-
es. "The ones evacuating
the area are also witnesses.
As I was staying put and
not leaving, my car was
fired upon. The rest of the
convoy came later. I came
here because Khan told me
to visit the families of
those who had died."

SBP injects
over Rs9.6tr

in market
F.P. Report
KARACHI: The State

Bank of Pakistan (SBP), on
Friday, injected Rs9640.7
billion in the market
through reverse repo pur-
chase and Shariah Comp-
liant Mudarabah based
Open Market Operation
(OMO).

The SBP conducted
Open Market Operation,
Reverse Repo Purchase
(Injection) on December
06, 2024 for 7-day and 28-
day tenors and, as per
results issued, accepted an
amount of Rs9086.7 billion
offered through 32 bids.
The central bank received
32 bids for 7-day tenor
cumulatively offering an
amount of Rs9086.7 billion
at the rate of return ranging
from 15.04 to 15.11 percent
while no bid was received
for the 28-day tenor.

The central bank accept-
ed the entire amount
offered through 32 bids for
7-day tenor at the 15.04%
rate of return. Meanwhile,
SBP also  conducted
Shariah Compliant
Mudarabah based Open
Market Operation for the 7-
day and 28-day tenors. The
central bank received 4
bids for 7-day tenor quot-
ing an amount of Rs554
billion at the rate of return
ranging between 15.10 to
15.12 % while no bid was
received for 28-day tenor.
The SBP accepted the
entire amount offered
through 4 quotes for 7-day
tenor at 15.10% rate of
return.

ATC orders
release of
Omar Ayub

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) has
ordered the release of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leaders Omar Ayub
and Raja Basharat follow-
ing their earlier arrest
despite being granted bail
by the Peshawar High
Court.

Arrested PTI leaders
were presented before the
court for their demand,
however the court ordered
to release them. The court
expressed strong displeas-
ure over their detention,
questioning, “Why were
they arrested when the
High Court had already
approved their bail?” On
Thursday, the Rawalpindi
police arrested Ayub,
Basharat and Ahmed
Chattha outside Adiala jail
after charges were filed
against them and other sus-
pects, including the PTI
founder in the GHQ attack
case.

The PTI founder Imran
Khan was arrested on May
9, 2023, from the premises
of the Islamabad High
Court, where he was
attending a hearing in a
corruption case. Khan, who
served as the prime minis-
ter of Pakistan from 2018
to 2022, was accused of
receiving illegal gifts and
assets from foreign coun-
tries. Imran Khan’s arrest
sparked widespread
protests and riots across the
country, as his supporters
and party workers took to
the streets to demand his
release.

The PTI protesters
attacked and vandalized
several civil and military
installations, including the
General Headquarters
(GHQ) of the army in
Rawalpindi, the Jinnah
House in Lahore, the
Mianwali airbase, and oth-
ers. The protesters also
burned vehicles, blocked
roads, and clashed with the
police and security forces.

Meanwhile, PTI leader
Omar Ayub has accused
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif, PML-N leader
Maryam  Nawaz, IG
Punjab, and DPO Attock of
being responsible for his
unlawful arrest, which he
claims took place at an
Adiala Jail checkpoint on
Wednesday. The arrest
occurred despite Ayub hav-
ing secured a protective
bail from the Peshawar
High Court.

Speaking to the media
after the Rawalpindi Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC)
approved his bail and
ordered his release, Ayub
described the ordeal as a
blatant violation of his
legal rights.

PM: Pak Navy fully
prepared to defend
maritime borders

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday stressing the strategic
importance of maritime security said
Pakistan Navy was fully prepared to
defend the sea boundaries of the coun-
try.

Addressing the closing session of
the 7th National Maritime Security
Workshop (MARSEW) at the Navy
War College in Lahore, the PM lauded
the Pakistan Navy’s unwavering com-
mitment towards playing a significant
role in maintaining national security.
Terming blue economy vital for eco-
nomic prosperity, PM Sharif lauded
Pakistan Navy’s proactive measures to
harness maritime resources for the
nation’s development.

PM Shehbaz Sharif said Gwadar
Port due to its strategic location was a
cornerstone of Pakistan’s economic
future and blue economy. He high-
lighted Gwadar Port’s its role in the
development of regional trade and
connectivity and stressed streamlining
of processes at the port to facilitate
importers and exporters.

He expressed a strong commitment
to leveraging maritime resources for
economic progress and enhancing
national security. He also acknowl-
edged China as a vital partner,
expressing gratitude for its steadfast
cooperation in the maritime domain.
Sharif also emphasized equipping the
Karachi Port Trust with modern tech-
nology to execute loading and unload-
ing of consignments from across the
world.

He highlighted the importance of
National Shipping Corporation and
announces to re-establish it in accor-
dance with the commercial needs. The
prime minister expressed satisfaction
that Pakistan had ample talent and

resources, however stressed the need
to utilize them properly to get rid of
the shackles of debt.

He expressed the government's firm
resolve to eliminate terrorism across
the country and paid rich tribute to the
martyrs of the armed forces for their
great sacrifices during anti-terrorism
operations. He told the participants
that the meetings of the Apex
Committee were held regularly which
aimed at ensuring peace and security
in the country.

Earlier, PM Sharif was received by
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf, upon his arrival at PN
War College. In his welcome address,
Commandant Pakistan Navy War
College, Rear Admiral Azhar
Mahmood, provided an overview of
workshop’s activities.

A panel of participants presented a
paper containing recommendations for
a National Maritime Policy. The panel
analyzed the maritime environment,
highlighting its impact on national
security and economic prosperity, and
proposed measures to address chal-
lenges and capitalize on opportunities.
The participants included parliamen-
tarians, policymakers, bureaucrats,

academics, entrepreneurs, armed
forces officers, and media representa-
tives. The Maritime Security

Workshop is an annual event organ-
ized by Pakistan Navy to enhance
understanding of maritime security
dynamics, create awareness about
Blue Economy, and explore Pakistan’s
untapped maritime potential.
Meanwhile, the President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif paid tribute to Major Shabbir
Sharif Shaheed (Nishan-i-Haider) on
the 53rd anniversary of his martyr-
dom, recognising his gallantry and
sacrifice to safeguard the country.

The president and prime minister,
in their separately issued statements,
lauded the valor of Major Shabbir
Shaheed while fighting the enemy in
the 1971 war without caring about his
own life. They said that the whole
nation was proud of martyred Major
Shabbir for his gallantry and sacrifice
and reiterated that the people of
Pakistan would never forget the sacri-
fices of their soldiers. They also
prayed to Allah Almighty for the ele-
vation of Major Shabbir Sharif
Shaheed and other martyrs in paradise.

"The entire nation is proud of brave
officers like Major Shabbir Sharif who
sacrificed his life for the defense of the
motherland. The nation recognizes the
sacrifices of all the martyrs and will
not forget them," the president
remarked.

Calling Major Shabbir Sharif a
model of courage and bravery, Prime
Minister Shehbaz said that in the 1971
war, he held back the enemy's advance
at Sulemanki. "Major Shabbir Sharif
Shaheed not only defended his posi-
tion but also disabled enemy tanks
with an anti-tank rifle and eliminated
the enemy, including their company
commander. Despite its numerical
superiority, the enemy could not with-
stand the effective defense of Major
Shabbir Sharif," he remarked.

He said that Major Shabbir Sharif
Shaheed laid down his life to protect
the motherland. His patriotism and
the spirit of self-sacrifice for the
country's defense, by offering his
own life, is an inspiring example for
the younger generation, he added.
"The entire nation, including myself,
is proud of Major Shabbir Sharif
Shaheed and his family. His dutiful-
ness and loyalty to the nation will
continue to inspire future genera-
tions," the prime minister said.

Grand Jirga agree

on ceasefire in Kurram

JUI-F gives
deadline
for passage

F.P. Report

KOHAT: In light of direc-
tives issued by Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtun-
khwa Ali Amin Gandapur, a
joint session of Grand Jirga
was held that was attended
elders of both sides of the
Kurram district.

The jirga was chaired by
Commissioner Kohat
Division Syed Motasim
Billah Shah on Friday and
attended by DIG Kohat,
Sher Akbar Khan. The
members of the Grand Jirga
hold individual as well as
collective settings with
both the sides and after
long deliberations agreed
on ceasefire in Kurram dis-
trict for an indefinite peri-
od.

Both the sides agreed
that solution of any prob-
lem through fighting is
impossible and for a perma-
nent and durable solution of
this decades long-standing
problem time would be
required. It was pledged
that for the sake of bright
future of their new genera-
tion and peace of the region
persistent efforts would be
made to reach peace agree-
ment. Commissioner Kohat
assured that the govern-
ment would fulfill its
responsibilities for estab-
lishment of lasting peace
and to ensure implementa-

tion of government's writ.

Meanwhile, KP Chief
Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur hailed the peace
efforts of the grand jirga
and met the members of the
body, said adviser to KP
Chief Minister on
Information Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif quot-
ing the provincial chief
executive.

“Over 100 people from
both sides attended the
jirga,” he said, adding that
it was decided that firing
posts would be vacated
until the final decision of
the jirga. Taking credit of
the development, Barrister
Saif said: “Peace has been
restored in the region due to
the sincere efforts of the
CM.”

It is pertinent to mention
here that a ceasefire was
reached on November 24
between the warring tribes
but it could not last long as
violence gripped the region
again.

Later, the rival tribes in
the violence-hit district
agreed on a ceasefire deal
again on December 1 after
the deadly clashes. This
time, the tribes agreed to a
peace deal for indefinite
period.

Last week, KP CM
Gandapur emphasised the
need for establishing peace
in the area and ordered

authorities to demolish
dugouts of rival tribes and
seize their weapons. The
provincial chief executive
had issued the directives
during a grand jirga, organ-
ised in Kohat district,
which was attended by eld-
ers of the rival tribes.

He also directed the
authorities concerned to
take measures for the
"immediate resettlement"
of homeless victims in
Kurram. "People’s loss of
life and property should be
compensated immediately,"
he added. Furthermore, he
said, the weapons in the
possession of the rival
tribes should be immediate-
ly seized. "The administra-
tion will keep those
weapons in its custody until
peace is restored,” he had
added.

Violence erupted in the
district after ambushes on
two separate convoys trav-
elling under police escort
on November 21. Since
then, violence between the
feuding communities esca-
lated, with police strug-
gling to maintain the law
and order situation.
Citizens were facing trou-
ble due to scarcity of differ-
ent commodities, including
food items, medicines and
fuel, as Parachinar-
Peshawar highway was
closed amid skirmishes.

JCP okays committee to draft
rules for appointing judges

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Judi-
cial Commission  of
Pakistan on  Friday
approved the formation of
a committee to constitute
rules and criteria for
appointing judges, accord-
ing to a press release
issued by the Supreme
Court of Pakistan.
Friday’s meeting was
attended by CJP Afridi,
Supreme Court justices
including Mansoor Ali
Shah, Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar and the chief
justices of the Sindh and
Peshawar high courts. PTI
Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan and Senator Ali
Zafar were also present.
The press release stated
that alongside forming the
committee, the commis-
sion also approved the
nomination of Supreme
Court judge Shahid Bilal

Hassan for the apex
court’s constitutional
bench. “The Judicial

Commission of Pakistan
unanimously decided to
accord highest priority
towards framing of rules
relating to regulating its
procedure including the
procedure and criteria for
assessment, evaluation
and fitness for appoint-
ment of judges,” the press
release read.

The CJP was authorised
to select members of the
Judicial Commission for
the new committee. The
five-member committee
will be led by Supreme
Court Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail and compris-
es Attorney  General
Mansoor Usman Awan,
Senators Ali Zafar and
Farooq Naek and lawyer
Akhtar Hussain.

According to the press
release, Judicial

Commission  Secretary
Niaz Muhammad Khan
and two Supreme Court
research officers will pro-
vide the committee sup-
port. The committee has
been instructed by the CJP
to produce a draft of the
rules by December 15.
“The Judicial Commission
of Pakistan (Peshawar
High Court) the agenda of
appointment of Additional
Judges for the Peshawar
high court was deferred
till 21st December, 2024,”
the press release added.

The deadline to submit
nominations for the appoint-
ment of additional judges
was extended until
December 10. Similarly, it
was decided that appoint-
ments for additional Sindh
High Court judges was
deferred until December 21.
The deadline to submit nom-
inations was also extended
until December 10.

of Bill
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-
F) has given the govern-
ment a deadline of
December 8 to pass the
Madrasah  Registration
Bill. In a statement, JUI-F
leader Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor Haidri said that
the government must
approve the bill concern-
ing religious seminaries by
December 8.

He warned that if the
bill is not passed by
December 8, they would
be forced to march
towards Islamabad. “We
are religious people and do
not wish to take such a
step, but the country can-
not bear this delay,” Haidri
said. The JUI-F leader also
accused the delay in pass-
ing the bill of being a
deliberate  attempt to
obstruct the process, label-
ing it as “malicious
intent.”

Haidri assured that there
would be a resolution to
the 1issue, as Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari had assured
him that he would speak
with the president to
ensure the bill’s approval.
Responding to a question
regarding the potential
change in the PM House,
Haidri stated that they did
not acknowledge the cur-
rent elections and ques-
tioned how the govern-
ment could take a U-turn
after such a shift.

He clarified that the bill
is not just supported by
JUI-F and  Wafaqul
Madaris, but is endorsed
by all religious seminary
organizations. Earlier it
was reported that President
Asif Ali  Zardari has
returned the Madrasah
Registration Bill to the
Prime Minister’s Office,
citing legal objections.
According to media, the
bill, which aimed to regu-
late and register religious
schools (madrasahs), has
faced significant hurdles in
the legal review process.
Sources reveal that the
president raised concerns
over the bill’s legal validi-
ty, particularly its lack of
clarity regarding the juris-
diction of madrasah regis-
tration. The bill had been
pushed through by the
government, following
assurances ~ made  to
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, a
key ally.
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LDA seals
139 properties

in operation

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Development  Authority
(LDA) intensified its efforts
against illegal commercial
buildings across the city
and sealed another 139
properties here on Friday.

Under the directives of
LDA's Director General,
Tahir Farooq, the operations
were carried out in various
areas including Gulberg,
New Garden Town, Faisal
Town, Khayaban-e-Firdousi,
Gulshan Ravi, Canal Road,
and Allama Igbal Town.

The teams sealed 20 prop-
erties in Gulberg, New
Garden Town, and Faisal
Town, while 60 in
Khayaban-e-Firdousi
Road.Additionally, 28 prop-
erties were sealed in Gulshan
Ravi and Canal Road and 31
in Allama Igbal Town.

The sealed properties
include a range of commer-
cial establishments such as
wedding halls, markets, prop-
erty offices, marble factories,
hardware stores, bakeries,
shops, and offices. These
properties had been issued
multiple notices prior to the
operation, yet continued to
operate without complying
with the required regulations.
The crackdown was carried
out under the supervision of
LDA's Chief Town Planner,
Asad ul Zaman, and Chief
Town Planner II, Azhar Ali.

Four persons
injured in fire
LAHORE (APP): Four per-
sons including an infant
were injured in a house at
OPF Colony, Raiwind
Road, here on Friday. Police
said that people were sitting
in a room where a fire broke
out. As a result, they
received burn injuries. On
information, Rescue 1122
vehicles reached the spot
and started a rescue opera-
tion. They gave first aid to
the injured and later shifted
them to Jinnah Hospital.
The injured have been iden-
tified as Shagufta, 25,
Alveena 6, and Shehrooz,
15 days.

CM launches free
solar panel scheme

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has said that
the purpose of the free solar
panel scheme is to offer
lasting relief to the public
from the burden of expen-
sive electricity.

While formally inaugurat-
ing the CM Punjab Free
Solar Panel Scheme for
100,000 consumers in Punjab
here on Friday, she said that
Punjab consumers can apply
under the scheme via SMS or
online portal from today.

The CM said earlier 7.3
million consumers of Punjab
benefited from the subsidy
of Rs.14 per unit, adding that
public resources will be
spent only for the public
convenience and relief.

Earlier, the Provincial
Secretary Energy briefed
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif about the free

solar panel scheme, under
which, 100,000 solar sys-
tems will be installed over a
period of one year. He
added solar systems will be
given free to electricity
consumers of the province
who consume up to 200
units per month.

The CM was briefed that
52,019 consumers who
consume 100 units per
month will be given free
550-watt solar systems,
while consumers consum-
ing up to 200 units of elec-
tricity per month will be
given free 1100-watt solar
system. She was apprised
that to register under the
CM Free Solar Panel
Scheme, one can visit the
online  portal  "cmso-
larscheme.punjab.gov.pk.
Consumers of Punjab can
also register for the scheme
by sending an SMS to

8800. Verification will be
done using the reference
number and CNIC number
mentioned on the monthly
bill of the consumers. A
computerized  ballotting
will be conducted to ensure
transparency in the
Scheme. She was also
briefed that a helpline will
also be established to sup-
port and guide the con-
sumers who will get free
solar systems.

To protect the solar
panel and inverter from
theft, the solar panel and
inverter will be linked to
the computerized CNIC of
the consumer. Installing
100,000 solar systems in
Punjab will reduce carbon
emissions by 57,000 tons.
Free solar panel scheme
will also reduce the burden
of subsidy on the federal
government.

Ch. Shafay calls on
US Consul General

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Industries and Commerce
Chaudhry Shafay Hussain
here Friday met with US
Consul General H.E. Ms.
Kristin K. Hawkins to dis-
cuss the issues pertaining to
promoting trade relations
between Punjab and the
United States.

The Provincial Minister
informed about the steps
being taken to promote

investment and quality
technical education.
Chaudhry Shafay

Hussain also spoke about
investment opportunities in
various sectors of Punjab.
He said that USA is a major
trading partner of Pakistan,
however, more steps are
needed to increase bilateral
trade cooperation. The
Provincial Minister said
that he would welcome US

cooperation in promoting
technical education in

audit is being conducted,
Chaudhry Shafay said

CM Murad 1ssues guidelines
for ADP preparation

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali  Shah has issued
detailed guidelines for the
preparation of the Annual
Development Program
(ADP) for 2025-26 aimed
at ensuring strategic plan-
ning for provincial devel-
opment, focusing on post-
flood rehabilitation, socio-
economic uplift, and align-
ment with the govern-
ment’s broader develop-
ment agenda.

Following the directive
from the CM, Minister
Planning and Development
Syed Nasir Shah has issued
detailed guidelines for the
preparation of the next

ADP.

The CM emphasised the
necessity of continuity in
development efforts by
building on the current
ADP for 2024-25 and
addressing critical issues,
such as restoring infra-
structure damaged during
the catastrophic floods of
2022. He instructed the
departments to prioritise
high-impact projects that
align with the Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) and relevant sec-
toral priorities, including
resilient  infrastructure,
improved healthcare and
education, and climate-

culture and irrigation.

“Planning must reflect
the current realities, par-
ticularly in dealing with
post-disaster recovery and
minimising the impact of
inflation on vulnerable
communities,” the CM
said, adding that encour-
aging all departments to
integrate socio-economic
objectives into their pro-
posals.

According to the chief
ministers’ guidelines, the
provincial departments are
required to complete the
approval process for new
projects by March 31, 2025,
to ensure timely inclusion
in the ADP.

Mr Shah has emphasized
allocating at least 80 per
cent of the development
budget to ongoing schemes
while maintaining financial
discipline and avoiding cost
escalations.

The guidelines advocate
for innovation, urging
departments to explore
public-private  partner-
ships (PPP) for new proj-
ects to alleviate financial
constraints.

“We must ensure sus-
tainable and impactful
development that benefits
the people of Sindh, espe-
cially those affected by
disasters,” the CM reiter-
ated.

smart initiatives in agri-

PFA crackdown
Eight wedding
halls shuts,
heavy fines
imposed

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Food Authority (PFA)
launched a major opera-
tion across the province
to ensure the provision of
safe and high-quality

Review of issues related
to Minority Card

LAHORE (APP): The
Provincial Minister for
Minority Affairs, Ramesh
Singh Arora, presided over
an important meeting at his
camp office regarding the
issuance of minority cards
for the minority community.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Secretary for
Minorities, Ayesha Yaseen,
representatives from
Punjab Bank, IT depart-
ment, and other relevant
departments while the
Deputy  Commissioners
(DCs) of all districts partic-
ipated in the meeting
through video link.

During the meeting,
Ramesh Singh Arora stated
that Chief Minister of
Punjab, Maryam Nawaz, is
keen on ensuring that the
entire process of issuing
minority cards is made easy
and transparent, not any
misunderstanding or cor-
ruption will be tolerated in
the distribution of these
cards. He further men-
tioned that the cards are
expected to be launched by
the Chief Minister of

Punjab on December 20,
and it will be ensured that
these cards reach only the
deserving individuals.

The Provincial Minister
also  emphasized that
women should be included
in the lists on an equal foot-
ing, as the Chief Minister
of Punjab is consistently
working on empowering
women. He instructed the
concerned authorities to
ensure complete trans-
parency throughout the
process.

Secretary of Human
Rights, Raye Ali Bahadur,
briefed the meeting and
informed that the Cabinet
has approved the distribu-
tion of minority cards. He
also directed the Deputy
Commissioners to desig-
nate focal persons for this
purpose and ensure the
supervision of all stages of
the process.

A representative from
Bank of Punjab provided
details about the app and the
process for acquiring the
cards, and shared information
about the design of the cards.
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Public Notice

To maintain the quality of services, there will be changes in the price
of below Value Added Services effective 12t December , 2024.

“ Prepaid New Price [jPostpaid New Price

Dear Customers,

Uarena Rs. 14inc. tax/day Rs. 11.71+ tax/day
GPL Rs. 12 inc. tax/day Rs. 10.04 + tax/day
Cricket Fantasy Rs. 12 inc. tax/day Rs. 10.04 + tax/day
Foot Ball Fantasy Rs. 12 inc. tax/day Rs. 10.04 + tax/day

U Tune Rs. 3.90inc. tax/day RsS. 3.26 + tax/day

My Tune Rs. 3.90inc. tax/day RS. 1.67 + tax/day

U Noatification Rs.

1.20 inc. tax/day

Rs. 1.00 + tax/day

Kaun Hai Rs.

3.20inc. tax/day

Rs. 2.67 + tax/day

Missed Call Notification Rs.

3.00inc. tax/day

Rs. 2.51 + tax/day

Bakhabar Kissan Rs.

3.50 inc. tax/day

Rs. 2.92 + tax/day

For more information, please visit www.ufone.com or call our

helpline number 333.
Terms & Conditions apply.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
PESHAWAR CANALS DIVISION,

IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT PESHAWAR.
Phone No. 091-9210102, E-Mail:peshawarcanalsdivision@gmail.com

e’

NOTICE FOR INVITING E-BIDDING SYSTEM

(Single Stage Single Envelope)

Executive Engineer, Peshawar Canals Division, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, invites electronic Bids from
eligible firms / bidders in accordance with KPPRA procurement rules 2014 on Single Stage Single Envelope procedure for
the following works:-

Earnest Money

+ Stamp Duty

+ Professional R%Ig;znt
Tax in Rs.

Elcost

Name of Work/ Sub Works in (M)

e ast imvestment oppor. Minister's | SKill | and imposed Ko 12.15 || o |AMUAL MANTENANCE AND REPAIR WORKS IN PESHAWAR
vastan PPo ¢ 1mpo e CANALS DIVISION PESHAWAR DURING 2024-25
tunities in the Special Development Programme, [ million fine for viola- SN T T
Economic Zones (SEZs) of free IT short courses are | tions related to food safe- ||| 1 |Silt Clearance of KRC from RD.50+000 to RD.83+000 in reaches including | ¢ 96600 05
. . R . X clearance of bridges & Syphons CE-10
Punjab. The manufacturing being provided to children. | ty standards.
of solar panels in Punjab Job placement has also On directions by PFA's ||| 2 Sl'“C'eara”sz ‘(’jf KRC from RD.83+000 to RD.95+000 in reaches including | ¢ 59 130180 _do-
and the promotion of elec- been arranged for those [ Director General Asim coaranios ol oridges : _
tric vehicles are the govern- who complete training in | Javed, over 1,450 wed- ||| 3 |SiltClearance of KRCfrom RD.95+000to RD.106+000in reaches including | g 775 115460 do-
ment's top priorities. A gar- TEVTA institutions and the | ding halls and marquees clearance of bridges & Syphons.
ment city is being built in scope of business facilita- [ were inspected in Lahore ||| , |SiltClearance of Hazar Khani branch from RD.00+0 to RD.9+000 inreaches | 5 ¢4, 70840 do-
Quaid-i-Azam  Business tion centres is being | and across Punjab and ifc clearance of bridges. '
Park, Sheikhupura, to pro- expanded as well. the operation resulted in 5 | Silt Clearance of Hazar Khani branch from RD.9+000 to RD.14+520 in | 5 - 75000 do-
mote the textile sector and US Consul Ms. Kiristin | shut down of eight wed- reaches i/c clearance of bridges. )
concrete steps have been K. Hawkins, while appre- | ding halls for using sub- | - Isil Clearance of Hazar Khani branch from RD.14+520 to RDAB+705in | 5 oo | 418450 do-
undertaken to empower ciating investment promo- | standard food items, and reachesi/c clearance of Secretariat conduitand Jail Road X-ing & Syphons. | *
women economically. tion measures in Punjab [ 760 venues received cor- Silt Clearance of City Tunnel at RD.18+705 to RD.20+300, Graveyard
He said that changes are and‘ the eSta_b_hShmem of rective  notices. The 7 | Tunnel at RD.27+300 ifc errection of bonds & dewatering of syphons atRD | 4 g1 65826 b
being made in the universi- business facilitation cen- | inspection revealed and 16+920 (Shoba), RD.17+558 (Dabgari) & RD.20+700 (Kohati) Hazar Khani | * e
ties act to increase enrol- ters, acknowledged that the | seized over 500 kg of Branch.
ment in the technical uni- tourist and historical places | stale food, 300 liters of g | Silt Clearance of Hazar Khani branch from RD 20+300 to RD.36+800 in [ , - . p
versities of Punjab adding of Punjab are worth seeing. | counterfeit drinks, 150 reaches i/c clearance of Bridges & Syphons. : o
that TEVTA 1nst1tut1qns, CEO Punjab Board of | kg of banned 1pgredlents, 9 Silt Clearance of Hazar Khani branch from RD.36+800 to RD.50+000 in 41285 82570 do
labs and courses are being Investment Jalal Hassan| 160 kg of chinese salt, reaches ifc Bara Supper Passage : 2
upgraded, TEVTA’s per- and other officers were [and 80 liters of used = ARG D O IRDI e A000h N
formance and financial also present. cooking oil. (o] i et AL RSl b A R E Sl IS 2 0 [ 74060 -do-
including clearance of Bridges and Syphons.
1" Silt Clearance of KRC from RD.133+000 to RD.165+000 in reaches 3105 62100 do-
including clearance of Bridges and Syphons. '
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR SENIOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND : :
12 _S|It C_Iearance of KRC_ from RD.165+000 to RD.198+000 in reaches 392 64400 e
RURAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TEHSIL HEAD QUARTER JUDBAH DISTRICT TORGHAR including clearance of Bridges and Syphons.
A\ \ ) 1 Silt Clearance of Hazar Khani branch from RD.50+000 to RD.70+000 in
pilL L reaches i/c clearance of bridges and Syphons. el STE s
sealed tenders based on MRS-2024 (1st Bi-Annual) / Non MRS - items for the below mentioned works are 14 | Sitt Clearance of Hazar Khani branch from RD.70+000 - Tailin reaches ic | o7 T g
hereby invited on the basis of SINGLE STAGE SINGLE ENVELOPE PROCEDURE from the government contractors clearance of bridges and Syphons : o
registered with PEC and enlisted with C&W I'Jepar"tment as per Centcralized Enlistment Policy of the 15 | Silt Clearance of Kurvi Branch from RD 0+00 to RD_ 20+000in reaches 15475 30950 o
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for current financial year as per following schedule. 16 | Silt Clearance of Kurvi Branch from RD. 20+000 1o RD 44+000 inreaches. 150 30000 do-
10% NHP 2022-23 (Revised) 17 Silt Clearance of Wazir Garhi minor from RD.0+00 to RD.24+500 in reaches 1725 34500 o
Estimated | Bid Security ilc clearance of Syphon ) o
S# | Work Name
Cost (M) @2% (Rs) 18 | Silt Clearance of Pabbi minor from RD.0+00 to RD.15+300 138 27600 -do-
1 Protection Wall Masjid Ambar Gari C/O Sher Afzal 3.5(M) 70,000/- 19 | Silt Clearance of Banda Mohib minor RD.0+00to RD.16+000 2.0125 40250 -do-
2 Causeway Tara Madakhail C/O sher Afzal 5.0(M) 100,000/- 20 Silt Clearance of Banda Mohib Minor RD.16+000 to Tail including Branch 138 27600 d
3 Protection Wall Mara madakhail C/O Ryen sathe 0.8(M) 16,000/- Banda Mohib Minor : ~do-
4 PCC Road Dourbala Basikhail C/O Ayub 1.2(m) 24,000/- 21 | Silt Clearance of Dherilshag Minor.RD.0+00to RD.21+000 in reaches 1.495 29900 -do-
5 Storage Water Tank Sonia Madakhail C/O Hadat khan 1.2(m) 24,000/- 22 | Siltclearance of Jue Sheikh Canal from RD.0+00 to 61+000 in reaches 340 68000 -do-
6 Sewerage Line Sonia Madakhail C/O Hadat khan 2.0(M) 40,000/- 23 | Siltclearance of Jue Sheikh Canal RD.61+000 to 88+000 in reaches. 570 114000 -do-
7__| Water Tank Masjid Bazed Khail Manjakot C/O Latifurehman 12(m) 24,000/- 24 | Siltclearance of Jue Sheikh Canal RD. 88+030to 105+000 in reaches. 5.378 107560 -do-
8 | Water (?ralnage Mara .Mad.akhal'l C/0 Salhe 0.6(M) 12,000/- 25 | Siltclearance Jue Sheikh Canal RD. 105+035 to 143+000 in reaches. 5.00 100000 -do-
9 Protection Wall Shag.al Ba.SIkhall C/0 Umer 1.0(M) 20,000/- Silt clearance of Shahi Mahal Minor RD.0-26200 in reaches & Yasin Abad
10 | PCC Path Kander Basikhail C/O Abbass 1.0(M) 20,000/- 26 | Minor RD.0-8000, in reaches including clearance of Hydraulic/ Canal | 3.88 77600 -do-
11 | PCC Path Graveyard Shadaq Basikhail C/O Namat Khan 1.0(M) 20,000/- crossing structures.
12 | 2 Nos Water Bore Guldahri C/O Abdulrehman 1.0(M) 20,000/- 27 Silt clearance Jue Zardad canal RD.0-43000 including clearance of bridges 290 104000 do-
13 | PCC Road Shagi Basikhail C/O Umair shareen 0.392(M) 7,840/- g,
14 | Water Bore khanara Teli seydana C/O Muhtaram Shah 0.6(M) 12,000/ 28 fﬂltv‘élssrance of Main Gujar Canal RD.0-25600 i/c clearance of bridges & | 506000 _do-
15 | Water Tank Jagal C/O Ghoar 1.2(M) 24,000/ - - T :
Siltcl f Sheikhan Branch RD.0-5000 including cl fbrid
16 | JanazGa Karor Madakhail C/O Ali Maher khan 1.2(M) 24,000/- 29 &chve:,;zhceo chanErane nietidng cleaance o1 | 0,80 16000 -do-
17 | Water Bore Tabllgi Markaz Gavi Akazai C/O Abdul Haleem 0.7(M) 14,000/- 30 Silt clearance of Sangu Branch RD..04000 i/c clearance of bridges & 080 16000 .
18 | Water Bore Shokhati Teli C/O Muhtaram Shah 0.6(M) 12,000/- culverts. : -
19" | Solarization for Madrasa Sad'JUdba e C/ Inhamulla 1.2(M) 24000/- 31 | Construction of R/Wall at RD.79+500 Jue Sheikh Canal. 120 24000 -do-
1. The financial bidding will be online through E-bidding system. Tender form and BOQ can be filled online and 32 Egsgfgggﬂgﬁgn‘fﬁgggﬁfs'n'ng Ll il Bee e ey 351 70200 -do-
downloaded from the official website of LGE&RDD (www.Igkp.gov.pk) after one day of publishing NIT. The last . . .
date and time of submission of electronic tender form is 24 December, 2024 at 12:00 PM, while the date and || || 33 EgsgfgggltE’Sgnzsé‘gggtelf?'néng&wsu Et” Hdaza’ Khar”]' Branch Canal from | - 5 4, 60000 _do-
time of opening of electronic bids is 24 December, 2024 at 01:00 PM. 2. The contractors quoting their bids up to - ° - ad _S'_ e & Rightsideinreac ?s
alimit of 10% below Engineer estimate shall submit bid security @ 2% only of Engineer Estimate in the shape of || || 34 Egsgfggg/t Egg”;é%ggﬁ?'sri‘é”eg&wsil' z?slidag;rrzgsﬂggramh Canalfrom |, 404 43620 _do-
original call deposits for the schemes in the name of Assistant Director Senior, Local Government & Rural it - 9 -
Development Department, Torghar and submit hard copy of the same printed electronic bid form to the Office 35 | Restoration of Damages Horse Shoe Bund. 3118 62360 -do-

of the Assistant Director Senior, Local Government & Rural Development Department, District Torghar. 3. The
contractors quoting their bids more than 10% below up to 20% below on Engineers' Estimate shall submit
along with their bids 8% Additional Security of Engineer's Estimated cost in addition to 2% bid security. If the
bid is not accompanied with the required amount of additional security, then will be considered as non-
responsive and the 2% bid security shall be forfeited in favor of Government and the second lowest bidder and
so on will be considered accordingly. 4. Similarly, a contractor quoting bid more than 20% below shall submit
with his bid an additional security on Engineer's Estimated cost equal to the differential amount of submitted
bid and Engineers' Estimate along with detailed rate analysis. In case of more than 20% below bids, if the bid is
notaccompanied by the detailed rate analysis and / or required amount of additional security, then the said bid
shall be considered as non-responsive. All the securities submitted along with such non-responsive bid shall be
forfeited in favor of Government and the 2nd lowest bidder and so on will be considered accordingly. 5. Bid
Security of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd lowest bidder for the specific will be retained by the Department till the
approvals of the bids. 6. In case detailed rate analysis submitted with the bids is in view of the Procuring Entity,
not convincing, the Head of the Procuring Entity may declare such bid as non-responsive without any forfeiture
of bid securities and record reason thereof. 7. Electronic bids and original call deposit's received through fax or
by hand will not be acceptable. Sealed bids sent through registered mail/courier service should reach up to the
specified time and date as mentioned above. 8. The original envelop complete in all respect must be delivered
through courier to the office of Assistant Director Senior LG&RDD Tehsil Head Quarter Judbah District Torghar
while the duplicate copy may be delivered through courier to the Directorate General LG&RDD Plot No.20,
Sector B-5, Phase V Hayatabad, Peshawar before closing time of bid. 9. The time for completion of scheme shall
be as per work order. The contractor or his representative can be present at time of opening of electronic bids
opening. 10. The call deposits i.e. bid security for the work / contract must be prepared after publishing of NIT
and before closing time of the electronic bid apply. 11. In case of tie / draw amongst the responsive bidders, the
bid may be decided through free toss which shall be considered as final. 12. The eligible bidder must have the
relevant codes for the above mentioned works as per PEC. 13. Any electronic bidder who provide false, or
materially inaccurate or incomplete or do not send information in hard form will be disqualified as per KPPRA
Act Section 29 (1) read with KPPRA Rule (43). Furthermore, the Office of the Assistant Director, LG&RDD,
Torghar will recommend and sent cases for debarring / blacklisting and will initiate / take action in light of
approved procedure / mechanism as per KPPRA Act Section 29 (2) read with KPPRA Rule (44). The contractor
who is already debarred by the LGE&RDD can't participate in these electronic tenders. 14. All bidders are
required to be registered with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Finance Act 2013(Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) Act No. XXI of
2013), for works, consulting and non-consulting service as listed in Scheduled-I of the Act ibid. The PEC and
KPRA registration (Active Tax Payer) must be valid for current Financial year. 15. Electronic Bids will remain valid
for 180 days from the closing date of bids. 16. The Centralized Enlisted contractors with C&W department for
the current financial year who wants to participate in tendering process may approach Directorate General
LG&RDD, Phase-V, Hayatabad Peshawar within two days before closing time of electronic apply for uploading
their names on the official website i.e. (www.lgkp.gov.pk). 17. The bidding documents can be downloaded
from the official website. 18. All material testing and all sorts of tests will be performed by the contractor on the
demand of procuring entity. 19. The procuring entity may reject all bids or proposals at any time prior to the
acceptance of a bid or proposal in light of Rule No.47. 20. Any addition made in the terms & conditions in the

NIT advertised will be implemented as per KPPRA Rules.
Assistant Engineer Senior
LG&RDD Tehsil (HQ) Judbah

Assistant Director Senior
LG&RDD Tehsil (HQ) Judbah
District Torghar

District Torghar

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:-

1. Bid Solicitation Documents containing all the terms and conditions and other relevant
instructions for the work can be downloaded from the Department and or Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Authority websites (www.irrigation.gkp.pk) (www.kppra.gov.pk)

2. Electronic bidding shall be done on “Above/ Below System” on BOQ/Engineer’s estimate.

3. The bidder shall submit their bids on the follwoing address “Executive Engineer Peshawar
Canals Division Peshawar, Irrigation Department, Warsak Road, Peshawar” only
through reliable courier Service on or before the deadline along with required documents as
per details mentioned in Bid Solicitation Documents. The affixed labels of the Courier
Services provider shall be authenticated for tracking before opening. Fake courier delivery
shall be processed as per the law and would not be considered.

4. All bidders are required to have valid registration with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Revenue
Authority.

5. The bidder shall submit 02% bid security of the estimated cost as mentioned above, in the
shape of deposit at call (Original) enclosed along with their bid before closing date and time
in the name of Executive Engineer, Peshawar Canals Division, Peshawar.

6. Non-refundable bidding entry fee @0.03% of tender cost in Shape of Call Deposit separately
may be furnished (in original) to this office in the name of Executive Engineer, Peshawar
Cannals Division, Peshawar.

7. Notifications issued by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Public Procurement Regulatory Authority
pertaining to procurement process issued from time to time shall be applicable.

8. If the evaluated electronic bid costs of two or more bidders are equal, then the successful
bidder will be declared through past performance.

9. Pre-Bid meeting will be held on 23-12-2024 at 11:00 A.M in the Room of the Executive
Engineer Peshawar Canals Division Warsak Road Peshawar.

.The last date & time for Submission of the Bid along with relevant documetns in 27-12-2024
up to 02:00 P.M which will be opened on the same day at 02:30 P.M in the office of the
Executive Engineer Peshawar Canals Division Warsak Road, Peshawar in the presence of
Contractors and their representatives who wishes to attend.

—
—

.Bid security of 1st, 2nd and 3rd lowest bidders will be retained till the approval of bids by the
competentauthority.

12.All Govt. Notifications/ Rules/ Taxes updated from time to time shall be applicable.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

INF(P)3293/24
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Peshawar City

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs Syed F akhar Jahan presid-
ing over a meeting to discuss completion of Arbab Niaz Stadium renovation work.

Minister directs expediting of
work on Arbab Niaz Stadium

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister of
Sports and Youth Affairs
Syed Fakhar Jahan has
directed the officials of the
Department of
Communications and
Works (C&W) to acceler-
ate the pace of work on the
ongoing development proj-
ect of Arbab Niaz Stadium
Peshawar.

In this regard, he further
directed to work on the
civil work in double shift
so that the remaining work

of this crucial project could
be completed speedily
without any interruption
and ensure the holding of
PSL matches in it any case.

He said that funds will
be released to the con-
cerned department in this
regard and previous arrears
will also be cleared.

He issued these direc-
tives while presiding over
a meeting held here with

the officials of the
Department of
Communications and

Works here on Friday.

Besides, the

Superintendent of
Engineering Mega Projects
and other officer, officials
of the Department of
Sports also attended the
meeting. In the meeting,
the Provincial Minister
was briefed by the C&W
officers regarding the
ongoing work on this
important stadium at the
provincial level and also
informedabout the chal-
lenges in this regard.

On this occasion, the
provincial minister said
that project has taken an
unnecessary length of time

in construction and is to be
completed in all circum-
stances in the early months
of next year for interna-
tional and PSL matches.
He said that the issue of
the funds will be resolved
in this regard and steps
will also be taken to pro-
vide the arrears.
Meanwhile, the
Minister of Sports and
Youth Affairs also held a
meeting with the represen-
tatives of the consultant
firm for the installation of
flood lights in Arbab Niaz
Stadium Peshawar.

Health and education are top priorities
despite challenges: Ehtesham

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The second
batch of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) nurses
has successfully completed
a five-week training pro-
gram under the collabora-
tion of Khyber Medical
University (KMU) and RPS
Chester University, UK.

A certificate distribution
ceremony was held at
KMU's Senate Hall, with
Advisor to the Chief
Minister for Health, Mr.
Ehtesham Ali, as the chief
guest. The program aims to
equip nurses with advanced
skills and knowledge to

meet the healthcare
demands of the 21st centu-
ry.

Dr. Ijaz  Hussain,

Director at RPS Chester
University, UK, highlighted
the importance of interna-
tional collaboration in
enhancing nursing stan-
dards.

He stated that despite
challenging circumstances

in KP, 16 experts from
British universities have
successfully trained KP
nurses during the past few
months. This reflects the
provincial government’s
commitment, particularly
by Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur and Advisor
Health Ehtesham Ali, to
ensure the provision of
quality healthcare services
in the region.

KMU Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Zia Ul Haq
expressed his satisfaction
with the initiative, stating
that the program provides
KP nurses with valuable
opportunities for profes-
sional growth and skill
enhancement.

"While doctors often
have access to development
opportunities, nurses are
frequently overlooked. This
program addresses that gap
by training over 500 nurses
to align them with modern
healthcare requirements,"
he remarked.

Prof. Dr. Zia Ul Haq fur-

ther highlighted KMU'’s
pivotal role as the only uni-
versity in the province
offering education and
research opportunities
across all healthcare disci-
plines. He emphasized the
significance of providing
British-standard training to
nurses at their doorstep.

In his address, the chief
guest, Advisor to the Chief
Minister for Health, Mr.
Ehtesham Ali, reiterated the
provincial government’s
commitment to prioritizing
health and education
despite  financial con-
straints.

He praised KMU’s
efforts and assured contin-
ued support for health-
related initiatives. "Every
proposal I have presented
to the Chief Minister for the
health sector has received
his full backing.

Those who have under-
gone training under this
program are our valuable
assets. They can repay their
debt to this province by

serving it with dedication,"
he stated.

The Advisor added that
this training not only
enhances professional
skills but also strengthens
the healthcare delivery sys-
tem, representing a signifi-
cant step toward profes-
sional development for
nurses and guaranteeing a
brighter future for KP's
healthcare system.

Speakers at the ceremo-
ny, including Dr.
Muhammad Saleem
(Director General Health
Services KP), Dr. Khalil-
ur-Rehman (Head of Health
Sector Reforms Unit), Dr.

Najma Naz (Director
KMU-INS), and Ms.
Akhtar Bano (Director

Nursing KP), highlighted
the transformative impact
of the program. The cere-
mony concluded with the
distribution of certificates
to 70 participants by the
chief guest, celebrating
their successful completion
of the training program.

.‘\

‘;;:1«;

L -

9

z ol
e

——
-

-

PESHAWAR: A man busy in preparing traditional Chitrali cap at his woce. — INP photo

NAB hosts seminar on
uniting with youth

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa organized a
seminar at its Regional
Bureau in Peshawar to
mark International Anti-
Corruption Day on
December 6, 2024. The
seminar, titled "Uniting

with  Youth  Against
Corruption: Shaping
Tomorrow's  Integrity,"

emphasized the role of
youth in combating cor-
ruption and building a
future defined by integrity
and accountability.

Honorable Chief
Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Mr.

Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry
attended the seminar as the
Chief Guest. Distinguished

speakers included Mr.
Akhtar  Hayat Khan,
Inspector  General of
Police Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa; Dr. Jehan
Zeb Khan, former Vice-
Chancellor of the
University of Peshawar;
and Mr. Aleem Shah
Khilji, CEO of the
University of Spoken
English. Each speaker pro-
vided unique insights into
the pervasive impacts of
corruption and the collec-
tive responsibility to com-
bat it.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Chief Secretary
Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry
appreciated the vision and
role of NAB for making
conducive environment for
civil bureaucracy and
NAB's collaboration for

INTERNATIONAL ANTI CORRUPTION D

effective utilization of civil
services towards nation
building. He highlighted
the role of youth in build-
ing corruption free society
and urged the youth to
focus on character building
and use their energies for
positive  change. He
requested the members of
academia for educating
youth towards building
national character.

Director General NAB
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Mr.
Waqgar Ahmad Chauhan,
underscored the vital role
of youth in the fight
against corruption, noting
that over 60% of Pakistan's
population is under the age
of 30.

He stressed that corrup-
tion erodes public trust,
depletes national
resources, and deepens
socio-economic inequali-
ties. He further elaborated
on NAB's vision of intro-
ducing conducive environ-
ment of working with state
departments  that has
resulted in positive out-
comes for both NAB and
state institutions. He dis-
cussed ongoing initiatives

I~

against corruption

SEMIN i
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planned by NAB to engage
youth including provision
of internship opportunities
to students in NAB,
arranging visits of groups
of students to NAB office,
arranging declamation
contests in the educational
institutions and forming
WhatsApp group with
prominent students of
whole Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to keep them
involve in the campaign
against corruption. In addi-
tion to these measures,
NAB also plans to sign
MOUs with universities
enabling students to con-
duct research and gain a
deeper understanding of
accountability systems to
engage them in fight
against corruption.

Mr. Akhtar Hayat Khan
shared his views on inclu-
sion of youth in fight
against corruption and evil
deeds. He urged the youth
to focus on moral values
and wisely choose their
role model to have strong
basis towards their career.
He further stated that it is
ever one's duty to take
their authority as responsi-

order to build the

bility in
country.

Dr. Jehan Zeb Khan
highlighted that youth paly
pivotal role in building of
society and urged the
members of academia to
channelize the energies of
youth in positive ways to
have better future for them
and contribute to bright
future of the nation as
well.

Mr. Aleem Shah Khilji
emphasized on inclusion
of youth in becoming
agents of change in order
to compete the developed
countries. He urged the
youth to be in parity with
modern world practices
including use of advanced
technologies, social media
and artificial intelligence
to shape the fortune of the
country.

In his closing remarks,
Mr. Wagqar Ahmad
Chauhan reaffirmed
NAB's commitment to
eradicating corruption. He
extended his gratitude to
the distinguished guests
and participants for their
valuable contributions to
the event.

Development
funds of
Rs3.2 billion
released:

Muzzammil
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Adviser to

Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for
Finance and Inter-

Provincial Coordination
Muzzamil Aslam while
announcing good news to
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
local government elected
representatives and peo-
ple has said that the
provincial government
has released develop-
ment funds for the first
time for local elected

| bodies.

Muzzammil  Aslam
said that the Provincial
government has released
Rs. 3.2 billion develop-
ment funds for the local
elected representative of
settled districts while
374 million rupees were
released for merged dis-
tricts of the province.

Adviser to  Chief
Minister Khyber |}
Pakhtunkhwa for
Finance and Inter-

Provincial Coordination

Muzzamil Aslam further ||

said that now elected
representatives of local
governments can directly
spend development funds
for the betterment of
their areas. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Finance

Adviser said that the|

Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
government is moving
towards success under
the patronage of Chief
Minister Ali  Amin
Gandapur towards the
vision of Chairman PTI
Imran Khan.

Sports Olumpiad of Peshawar
Model College

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Sports
Olympiad 2024, hosted by
Peshawar Model
Hayatabad Boys Campus,
wrapped up, with
Hayatabad Thunder claim-
ing the championship title.
Over the course of nine
days, 28 teams from 14
campuses competed in
eight different sports.

The Olympiad aimed to
cultivate healthy competi-
tion, support mental

growth, and encourage
teamwork and friendship
among young athletes. It
provided participants with
an opportunity to show-
case their talents, improve
their skills, and learn valu-
able lessons about sports-
manship and collabora-
tion.

Hayatabad Thunder's
participation  in  the
Olympiad was a resound-
ing success, as they suc-
cessfully defended their
title. The team's outstand-

ends

ing performance reflected
their hard work, dedica-
tion, and pursuit of excel-
lence.

The Sports Olympiad
2024 was hailed as a suc-
cess, meeting its goals and
providing a meaningful
experience for everyone
involved. The event set a
high benchmark for future
competitions, and organiz-
ers are eager to witness the
rise of new talent and
champions in the coming
years.

o
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Vendors decorate a wedding vehicle with colorful flowers at

Tehkal Mor. — APP photo

Maryam Noor

VER the past
decade, the Sino-
Indian relation-

ship has been a complex
interplay of cooperation
and conflict. As the two
world's most populous
nations and fastest-grow-
ing economies, China and
India have a significant
role in the region. Their
bilateral relations are
marked by economic col-
laboration, geopolitical
rivalry, and cultural
exchanges. This insight
provides a holistic analy-
sis of their relationship
over the past decade and

lessons for Pakistan
regarding its foreign poli-
cy

In 2020, China's GDP
stood at a staggering
US$24.27 trillion, securing
its position as the world's

Sino-India relations in the

largest economy, while
India's GDP of US$8.97
trillion ranked it third glob-
ally. These figures,
accounting for 18.3% and
6.8% of the global GDP,
respectively, underscore the
economic might of these
two nations. Their substan-
tial military expenditures,
with China at US$252.3
billion and India at
US$72.9 billion, further
highlight their growing
influence on the global
stage. This economic and
military growth is of partic-
ular interest to major pow-
ers like the US, which is
increasingly challenged by
China's rapid ascent. Their
bilateral trade in 2022
reached US$136.26 billion,
with China's trade with
Pakistan  estimated at
US$23.79 billion.
Sino-India relations indi-
cate a rapid growth of bilat-

eral trade over the last ten
years despite conflicts
between both countries.
Notably, in 2015, when
India and China clashed in
Ladakh, the trade volume
slightly increased from the
preceding 2014  from
US$70.59 to US$71.66 bil-
lion. Similarly, despite the
Galwan clashes of 2020

and a significant military
confrontation  in  the
Galwan Valley of the

Himalayas, the trade vol-
ume in 2021 continued to
grow. It reached a record
US$125 billion, a 43.3%
increase from 2020. In
2022, China emerged as
India's largest trading part-
ner, with bilateral trade
totalling US$136.26 bil-
lion. This development is a
testament to the resilience
of their economic relations,
which seem to maintain sta-
bility despite escalating

military tensions.

Amidst this complex
relationship, it is crucial to
note that India's influence
in regional geopolitics,
boosted by the US as the
'Net Security Provider' in
the Asia-Pacific region,
may eventually become a
net destabiliser. The US-led
West's active support for
India, while enhancing its
security, also fuels its ambi-
tions to dominate the
region, fostering its pursuit
of regional hegemony.
India is increasingly assert-
ing its influence through
participation in initiatives
like the QUAD and Asia
Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC),
which focus on maritime
security in the Asia-Pacific
region. These initiatives are
significant as they allow
India to align itself strategi-
cally and economically

with major powers, chal-
lenging China's strategic
interests.

Over the past decade,
Sino-India diplomatic rela-
tions have grown signifi-
cantly, with high-level vis-
its and numerous agree-
ments.

This growth in diplomat-
ic relations is a positive
sign of the potential for
peace and cooperation. In
September 2014, President
Xi Jinping's visit to India
redefined the bilateral
engagement, resulting in 16
agreements spanning vari-
ous sectors.

During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
China in May 2015, the two
governments signed 24
government-to-government
agreements, 26 business
MoUs, and two joint state-
ments, including one on cli-
mate change. 2016

past decade

President Pranab
Mukherjee visited China,
signing ten MoUs in educa-
tion and research. The first
Informal Summit between
Modi and Xi in Wuhan in
2018 and the second in
Chennai in 2019 aimed to
manage differences and
deepen cooperation. Since
June 2020, the two sides
have been discussing disen-
gagement at the border
areas along the LAC in
Eastern Ladakh through the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation &
Coordination (WMCC) and
Senior Commander's
Meetings (SCM), with 25
WMCC meetings held, the
latest on 14 October 2022.
On 25th March 2022,
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi visited India and
held discussions with
External Affairs Minister
and National Security

Advisor. On 18th May
2022, the 13th Expert-
Level Mechanism (ELM)
meeting was held virtually
to maintain regular
exchanges on cooperation
in water resources.

Besides diplomatic rela-
tions, cultural exchanges
are often regarded as a sig-
nificant soft power tool. In
China, Yoga and Indian
movies have become popu-
lar attractions. Similarly,
Chinese films and cultural
exports have also gained
traction in the Indian mar-
ket, further strengthening
the cultural ties between the
two nations.

During the 2nd Sino-
India Informal Leadership
Summit in October 2019,
both sides designated 2020
as the "Year of India-China
Cultural and People-to-
People Exchanges", a sig-
nificant initiative to foster

greater understanding and
appreciation of each other's
cultures.

The relationship
between China and India,
marked by cooperation and
competition, has demon-
strated resilience and a
capacity for economic
growth. Their ability to
maintain and expand bilat-
eral trade despite geopoliti-
cal tensions highlights a
pragmatic approach to for-
eign policy, where econom-
ic interests often take
precedence over political
disputes.

This practical approach
has allowed both nations to
navigate rivalry and foster
mutual financial benefits,
offering a hopeful outlook
on the potential for regional
cooperation.

Writer can be reached at
maryamnoor2358 @gmail.
com
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Anti-corruption
walk arranged

F.P. Report

BUNER: The district

administration
TMA Daggar

and
have

jointly organized an
anti-corruption walk in
Daggar in which ADC

Waseem Ahmed

AC

Madam Bisharat AAC

Sajjad  Khan
Zahoor Ahmed

TMO

Ass-

istant Sadaqat Khan,
officers of government

departments,

teachers

and students participat-
ed in large numbers.

They
staged awareness

participants

walk

in the Bazaar Daggar

,during they were
ried banners and

car-
also

raised slogans against

corruption.
Waseem Ahmed

ADC

AC

Madam Bisharat TMO

Zahoor Ahmed in

their

short speeches said that
the countries involved
in corruption are facing

financial
while corruption

difficulties

free

Japan is at the peak of

development.
mentioned the well
ular saying of
prophet
(PBUH) that both

They

pop-
last

Muhammad

sides

involved in corrupt will

stay in Jahanum in

their

never ending second
life. They argued being
corrupt people have to
face worst here in this

ordinary world
there in the never

and
end-

ing life of Jahanum

where they will be

pun-

ished continously. They

added, so

everyone

should avoid corruption
and perform their duties
honestly for the devel-
opment of the country
and the prosperity of the

people.

Young man

shot dead

SHIKARPUR (PPI): A
young man was found
dead from a gunshot
wound on the Shikarpur-

Jacobabad

National

Highway, in the vicinity
of Lodra Police Station,
on Friday. According to
initial reports, the body
of the victim, who was
shot once, was discov-
ered on a link road with-
in the jurisdiction of

Lodra Police. The

local

police were promptly
alerted to the scene.

Upon  arrival,
enforcement

law

officials

transported the body to
RBUT Civil Hospital in
Shikarpur for medico-

legal formalities
identification.

and
The

deceased was later iden-

tified
Jakhrani,
Jacobabad

as

Gulbahar
a resident of
District.

While the motive behind

the killing

remains

unclear, police officials

speculate that the

mur-

der may be the result of
personal enmity. As of
Friday evening, no for-

mal FIR had
lodged. The police

been
have

launched an investiga-
tion and were collecting
evidence from the scene

of the crime.

Agri University to
host Thar festival

F.P. Report

HYDERABAD: Sindh
Agriculture University
(SAU) Tandojam is set to
host the Thar Festival

2025 during the
week of February,

first
cele-

brating the rich cultural
heritage and agricultural
achievements of the Thar
region. The festival will
provide a platform for
intellectual, literary, cul-

tural, and

musical

exchanges, emphasizing

Thar’s  diversity

and

potential. A delegation
from the Thar Students
Council, led by Shankar

Singh Sodho, met

with

SAU Vice Chancellor Dr.
Fateh Marri to finalize
plans for the much-antic-
ipated event. According
to a university spokesper-
son, the festival will fea-
ture academic discus-
sions, cultural perform-
ances, and exhibitions
highlighting Thar’s his-

tory, geography,

and

agricultural innovations.
Key attractions include
research presentations
on the region’s resources
and potential, as well as
displays of organic pro-
duce, cultural artifacts,

and local
Renowned

crafts.
Sindhi

singers and Sufi artists
will perform, offering
soulful music and artis-

tic expressions

that

reflect the region’s cul-

tural richness.

Orientation workshop

for Journallsts conducted

F.P. Report

NATHHIA  GALI:
Pakhtunkhwa

Culture,

Museums  Government

the province.

The session, held in a local hotel in
Nathia Gali, was attended by 18 prominent
journalists, including one female journal-
ist, reflecting KITE's commitment to gen-
der inclusivity and ensuring the represen-
tation of women's voices considering the
sustainable development goals.

Participants were given detailed presen-
tations on legal frameworks such as the
Environmental and Social Management
Framework (ESMF) and the Resettlement
Policy Framework (RPF), along with
highlights of the project's contributions.
These included technical support, feasibil-
ity studies, and master planning for four
Integrated Tourism Zones (ITZs).

The participants were informed that
KITE has adopted multi dimensional
sustainability
Tourism development that is on one side
project aimed at opening of new planned
tourism zones to safeguard the existing
tourist destination against conjunction,
whereas on the hand project has also car-
ried out Destination Investment and
(DIMPs) besides
Visitor's Management Plans (VMPs) to
ensure that structural reform, up gradation
of existing tourism assets and infrastruc-
ture is given due consideration and has not
been obsoleted. Considering this vary fac-

approach towards

Management Plans

The
Integrated

Development Project (KITE) is foreign
funded (IDA Assisted) development initia-
tive of GoKP under the overall administra-
tion and supervision of Department of
Tourism, Archaeology
of
Pakhtunkhwa. The project has successful-
ly conducted a three-day orientation work-
shop for journalists at Nathia Gali from
December 3 to 5, 2024. This initiative was
apprise media representatives of key con-
tributions of the Department of Tourism,
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
toward promoting sustainable tourism in

tor studies have been completed for three

key tourism sites-Upper Swat, Chitral, and

Khyber
Tourism

installation
and
Khyber

Mr.

discussion

Kumrat-have been handed over to the rel-
evant special purpose development author-
ities (SPDAs) one each the destinations
mentioned earlier. The presentations also
highlighted achievements such as the

of 73  prefabricated

Washrooms and the conservation of key
archaeological sites under KITE's environ-
mental and social compliance efforts.

Shafqat
Development Specialist, presented the
project's objectives,
importance of KITE's role in enhancing
tourism while preserving the region's cul-
tural and natural heritage. A vibrant panel
titled

Ali  Khan, Social

emphasizing the
"The

Future of

Sustainable Tourism in KP and the Role of

advocates.

Ali,

of

economy.

Media" brought together KITE experts,
tourism stakeholders,
The
around ecotourism, the preservation of
natural resources, and the role of responsi-
ble reporting in shaping sustainable
tourism narratives. Journalists actively
participated in the discourse, with the
panel emphasizing KITE's initiatives to
engage local communities and its environ-
mental conservation efforts to minimize
the ecological impact of tourism.
Speaking to the media, Mr. Hashmat
a KITE representative,
"Media play a vital role in shaping public
perceptions, advocating sustainability of
development initiatives and highlighting
innovative and best practices adoption.
Through this partnership, we aim to raise
awareness about KP's tourism potential
and our commitment to preserving the
region's natural and cultural heritage." He
further added that KITE project being a
subsidiary of Department of Culture and
Tourism Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will con-
tinue supporting public and private sec-
tors contributing to Tourism Promotion in
the province and helpful in transforming
the tourism sector as medium of revenue
generation for National and Provincial

and ecotourism
discussion revolved

stated,

Seminar on eve of

anti-corruption week held

F.P. Report

KOHAT: The district
administration Kohat has,
in light of the directions of
the Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, held a Grand
Seminar in the District
Council Hall Kohat on eve

of the "Anti-Corruption
Week" on Friday.
Commissioner  Kohat

Division Syed Motasim
Billah Shah was the Chief
Guest ~ while  Deputy
Commissioner Kohat
Abdul Akram was the
Guest of Honor on this
occasion. The Seminar
besides the Commissioner
Kohat and Deputy
Commissioner Kohat was
also addressed by the
Assistant  Professor of
Kohat University Nageeb
Hasan  Shah, District
Khatib Mufti Shafiullah
and other speakers and
spoke on the causes of cor-
ruption, types, its stoppage,
and its harmful effects on
the country and society in

detail. School children also
presented their speeches in
Urdu, Pashto and English
on the topic. Officers and
officials of the district
administration and Line
Departments and people
from different walks of life
also participated in the
Seminar.

Commissioner Kohat,
Deputy Commissioner
Kohat and other speakers in
their addresses said that
corruption is a scourge that
has hollowed out every
institution and sector of the
country and it is only possi-
ble to get rid of it complete-
ly when it is eradicated. As
a nation, everyone should
start with themselves, that
is, "me", and for this, we
have before us the Quraan,
Ahadiths, the Oswa-e-
Hassana of the Hazrat
Muhammad Mustafa
(SAW) and the example of
the state of Madinah, they
added.

They regretted, despite
the passage of 77 years, our

country is still in the under
developed one and its main
cause is corruption. They
said the Pakistani Nation is
no less than anyone in the
world in terms of ability
and capability, but due to
the corruption, we are lag-
ging behind. The speakers
said, it is high time to con-
sider the corruption abhor-
rent at every level of the
society and it should be
started from the family
first. They said, it is the
worst form of corruption,
when it is considered as

right.

Later, a Walk was
organized led by the
Deputy Commissioner

Kohat Abdul Akram in
connection with the "Anti-
Corruption Week" which
was largely participated by
the people of different
schools of thought. The
participants carried anti-
corruption placards with
slogans about corruption
and its harmful effects on
the society.

Theater play
on gender
equality and

violence staged
Sahibzada Afridi

KOHAT: Kohat University
of Science and Technology
(KUST) hosted the Rolling
Resistance Theater on

o | Wheels campaign in col-

laboration with UN Women
Pakistan. The initiative
aimed to highlight the
urgent need to address and
raise awareness about gen-
der-based violence. The
event was attended by
heads of various university
departments, faculty mem-
bers, and a large number of
students.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Vice-Chancellor
of KUST, Professor Dr.
Muhammad Naseeruddin,
emphasized the university's
commitment to nurturing
not only educated minds
but also compassionate and
responsible citizens who
advocate for equality and
reject violence.

A mobile theater truck
served as the stage for the
performance, which power-
fully portrayed pressing
social issues and their dev-
astating impacts in a raw
and realistic manner. The
performance captivated the
audience and received
enthusiastic applause.

The Rolling Resistance
Theater on Wheels is a
nationwide campaign that
has already made impactful
stops in Karachi, Lahore,
and Peshawar, aiming to
inspire meaningful dia-
logue on gender issues
across Pakistan.

Not possible to
complete society
sans strength

of women
F.P. Report

QUETTA: The rights given
to women by the religion of
Islam cannot be imagined in
the West. These views were
expressed by the chairper-
son of the Senate Standing
Committee on Human
Rights, Senator Samina
Mumtaz ZEhri in her state-
ment. She said that women
in the society are facing var-
ious problems for which we
have to make comprehen-
sive policy at every level
and take steps to implement
them.

He said that we believe in
democratic values and the
focus of our politics is the
welfare of the people and
the same rapid develop-
ment. That country needs a
strong and stable political
and economic system at this
time. For us, Pakistan's
interests should come first
and promoting constructive,
positive and tolerant politics
away from the politics of
anarchy and chaos is the
need of the hour.

Senator Samina Mumtaz
Zehri said that Pakistani
women especially women
of Balochistan are knowl-
edgeable, brave and educat-
ed and are playing their role
in every section of society
including politics. She said
that women are an impor-
tant part of the society and a
lot of work is being done for
the rights of women in
Balochistan. There is an
important role and no socie-
ty cannot complete without
the participation of women.

Providing opportunities
for the welfare and develop-
ment of half of the popula-
tion of Pakistan, ie women,
is very indispensable.
Senator Samina Mumtaz
Zahri said that the protec-
tion of women's rights is
guaranteed in the
Constitution of Pakistan. No
society can be strong with-
out it and skilled and inde-
pendent women can play an
important role in the society.
She said that the positive
and constructive role of
women in the development
of society cannot be denied
for the empowerment and
protection of women.

uality education
imperative for
prosperity: Mugam

Shafi Ullah

MANSEHRA: Federal
Minister for States and
Frontier Regions, Kashmir
and Gilgit Baltistan Affairs,
Engr Amir Mugam here
Friday said that quality
education was vital for
achieving sustainable eco-
nomic growth and prosperi-
ty of Pakistan.

Addressing the Annual
Parents Day function at
Pakistan Scouts Cadet
College Batrasi here, Engr
Amir Mugam said that the
country was confronted to
various challenges includ-
ing terrorism that would be
addressed through collec-
tive efforts. He said that
Pakistan was our country
blessed with all natural
resources and we need to
work for its prosperity col-
lectively to achieve heights
of success.

He said the nation had
shown resilience and
strength to overcome on all
challenges whether it was
2005 devastated earth-
quake, 2010 floods or ter-
rorism issues. Lauding the
educational services and
rich contribution of the
passed out students of
Cadet College Batrasi in
development of Pakistan,
the Federal Minister said
that students were the
future of Pakistan as they

are the one whom would
shoulder the future respon-
sibilities.

He urged parents to keep
close eyes on their chil-
dren's education perform-
ance, sports and daily work
imperative for their safe
and bright future. Engr
Amir Mugam said that a
handful of propagandists
through fake and mislead-
ing news on social media
were trying to misguide the
youth for their vested inter-
ests but such negative ele-
ments were not succeed in
their nefarious designs.

He advised students to
follow truths and reject all
those elements whom were
spreading lies in a bid to
pollut young minds to
achieve their nefarious
goals. He said that Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif were work-
ing tirelessly to take the
country's out of existing
challenges.

Due to Govt effective
monetary and economic
polices, the price hike came
to single digit and stock
exchange moved to upward
trejectory. Engr  Amir
Mugam  recalled the
October 8, 2005 devastated
earthquake when almost the
entire Hazara division espe-
cially Mansehra district
were badly affected and
lauded the management of

Cadet College Batrasi for
continuation of the studies
despite damages to its
inforstructure by the pow-
erful quake.

He said martyrs of
Pakistan were our real
heroes and due to their sacr-
fices today we are living
without any fear. Engr Amir
Mugam said that Cadet
College Batrasi was a prime
education institute where
students of all provinces of
Pakistan and Azad Kashmir
were enrolled and getting
quality education.

He said that people of
erstwhile Fata had rendered
great sacrfices for Pakistan
and their seats in the
College should be intact.
He said that the passed stu-
dents of the College has
proved their mettle in all
fields in the country and
abroad. The  Federal
Minister advised the col-
lege management to pre-
pare PC-1 of the required
projects before starting
practical work on it.

Earlier, Principal of the
College presented welcome
address and thanked the
Federal Minister Engr Amir
Mugam for gracing the
patents day function as
Chief Guest. Besides facul-
ty and students, the func-
tion was also attended by
students and their parents in
large numbers.

Ideas competition

concludes at

" EP. Report

KARAK: Khushal Khan
Khattak University Karak
(KKKUK) hosted a suc-
cessful University Level
Technical and Business
Ideas Competition, jointly
organized by the Office of
Research, Innovation, and
Commercialization (ORIC)
KKKUK and the District
Youth Office Karak.

The competition, which
concluded on Thursday,
saw a significant number of
talented students from vari-
ous departments participat-

13

KKKUK_

ing and showcasing their
innovative ideas. The event
aimed to promote a culture
of innovation and entrepre-
neurship among the youth
of Karak district.

In his address, the Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Dr.
Naseer Ud Din, commend-
ed all the participants for
their creativity and hard
work. He expressed partic-
ular appreciation for the
efforts of Dr. Muhammad
Zubair, Director ORIC, and
the winning teams.

The winning ideas will
be incubated at KKKUK's

Business Incubation
Center, providing them
with the necessary

resources and mentorship
to transform their concepts
into viable businesses.

Earlier,Afrasiab man-
ager ORIC extended a
warm welcome to all par-
ticipants and said that the
KKKUK remains com-
mitted to promoting inno-
vation and entrepreneur-
ship, and this competition
is a testament to the uni-
versity's dedication to
nurturing the next genera-
tion of innovators.
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Teachers demand arrest
of colleague killer in Bara

F.P. Report

BARA: State-run schools teachers in
Khyber demanded the authorities’
concern to apprehend the killer of
their deceased colleague,
Amin Shaheed in a protest rally held
in front of Bara press club on Friday.
It is to be stated here that Rohul
Amin was shot and injured by
unknown armed persons last day
who later on succumbed to his

wounds.

In a joint demonstration organized
and attended by large numbers of vol-
of All Tribal Teachers

unteers

Association,  Young

Teachers
Association, Malgari Ustazan Union,
EATA and Tanzeem Asateza, Pakistan
Khyber chapter expressed their deep

concern over the cold blood murder
of a teacher and urged for provision
of security to the teachers.

Addressing on the occasion head
of All Tribal Teachers Association,
Shah, President
Teachers Association, Shahid Gul,
chief of Malgari Ustazan Union,
Khyber Gulab Din Afridi, President
EATA Hawas Khan and Tanzeem
Pakistan
Sharifullah Afridi,
Nawab Gul and others calorically
condemned killing of a teacher at the
school gate and asked for immediate
arrest of the murderer.

The teachers announced three day
mourning to be observed since com-
ing Monday over mishap and asked
for provision of a Shaheed package

Rohul Naseer

Asateza,

Young

Khyber,
Principal Sir

testers

to the deceased teacher.
Commissioner and other officials
had been already informed of the
deteriorated law and order situation
in the area but to in avail, they added.

They demanded provision of fool-
proof security to all schools across
the district and asked for exemplary
punishment for the officials who
neglected their duties. They threat-
ened that if the murderer of the late
teacher, Rohul Amin was not arrested
in three, then a five members com-
mittee,comprised would formulate
strategy for future agitation. The pro-
were
inscribed with statements in favor of
their demands and chanted slogans
against administration and security
agencies.

Deputy

holding placards

Collective efforts needed
to eliminate corruption

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Speakers of
different events held during
the anti-corruption week
activities urged masses to
help the government eradi-
cate the menace of corrup-
tion. They were of the view
that elimination of corrup-
tion from society needed
collective efforts. In this
regard the government col-
lege of commerce and man-
agement sciences
Timergara arranged a func-
tion here on Friday. Besides
students, prominent reli-
gious scholar Prof Dr
Inayatullah  Islahi and
Principal of the college
Prof Bakht Munir spoke on
the occasion.

They said that corruption
was forbidden in Islam as
the Holy Quran had several
verses against it. The
speakers said that different
walks of life should unite
against the menace of cor-
ruption. They said that cor-
ruption could not be elimi-
nated through speeches but
it needed a thorough over-
hauling from top to bottom.

Meanwhile, following
the directives of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government,
the anti-corruption week
activities under the supervi-
sion of district administra-
tion concluded with a clos-
ing ceremony held at the
Government Girls Degree

College (GGDC)
Timergara here on Friday.
The two-days event was
organized by the district
youth affairs department in
collaboration with the dis-
trict administration, and
aimed to raise awareness
about the effects of corrup-
tion on society and individ-
uals.

A variety of competi-
tions like essay writing,
poster painting and decla-
mation in Urdu and English
among students  were
designed to create critical
thinking regarding anti-cor-
ruption measures. The
GGDC Principal Kalsoom
Javed, Miss Asmat Shah,
and others spoke on the
occasion. A panel of judges,
comprising Mrs.Haseena,
Mrs Rabia and Mrs.Sidra
evaluated the participants'
performances in different
competitions.

Principal, Mrs. Kalsoom
Javid, presented certificates
and shields to the winners
of the various competitions,
acknowledging their hard
work and creativity. Shields
were also presented to the
judges and guests in recog-
nition of their contributions
to the event. She encour-
aged all participants to con-
tinue their efforts in pro-
moting transparency and
integrity within their com-
munities. She emphasized
the critical role of youth

engagement in the fight
against corruption, praising
the college fraternity for
their commitment to foster-
ing a culture of accounta-
bility and ethical behavior.

Also on Friday, the Lower
Dir deputy commissioner
Muhammad Arif Khan,
MPA Shafiullah Khan’s son
Kashif Kamal and Khurshid
Alam distributed compensa-
tion cheques on behalf of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment among the 119 rain
affected families of the dis-
trict. A simple function in
this regard was held at
Timergara where the DC and
representatives  of  local
MPAs and MNAs distributed
the cheques. The compensa-
tion amount was approved
after the survey of the

Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA).

Charas recovered: The
Chakdara police during a
vehicle check at Chakdara
recovered 18 kilogram of
charas and arrested the
accused identified as
Zamin Khan, a resident of
Bagh Dushkhel. Police
registered a case against
the accused and started
further investigations. The
DPO Salim Abbas Kulachi
appreciated the Chakdara
police and said that drug
selling and smuggling
would never be compro-
mised in the district.

Levies force countable
shot dead in Gwadar

F.P. Report

GWADAR: A levies force
countable was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in

Gwadar on Friday.
According to  rescue
sources, the assailants

gunned down levies consta-
ble Muhammad Jan, a resi-
dent of Kalug, in Gwadar
area. The killers fled after

committing the crime.
Gwadar, located on the
southwestern coast of
Pakistan, is a significant
port city in Balochistan.
Over recent years, it has
faced increasing security
challenges, largely due to
insurgent and criminal
activities. These issues
have been exacerbated by
the region’s geopolitical

importance, especially with
the development of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), which
has drawn both economic
and security attention.

The Levies force, a para-
military organization in
Balochistan, plays a critical
role in maintaining law and
order, particularly in rural
and underdeveloped areas.
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VALLETTA : Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov arriving to attend a plenary session of the 31st

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Ministerial summit, in Malta.

Russian disinformation aims to
drive a wedge between US, Ukraine

WASHINGTON (AP): As President
Joe Biden uses his final days in office
to boost Ukraine's defenses, Russia is
playing a different game: spreading
disinformation aimed at eroding US
support for Ukraine before Donald
Trump's return to the White House
next month.

Since the US election on Nov. 5, the
Kremlin has used state-run media and
its networks of fake news sites and
social media accounts to push divisive
narratives about the war and America's
Republican president-elect. Analysts
say the content, translated into English
for American audiences, is intended to
turn sentiment against Ukraine at a
pivotal time, with the hope of reducing
US military assistance and ensuring a
Russian victory.

Recent examples include fake
videos supposedly showing Ukrainian
soldiers burning effigies of Trump or
his supporters. One clip depicts sol-
diers saying Trump must not be
allowed to take office and should
"never be president again." Multiple
researchers have debunked the video,
noting telltale signs of digital manipu-
lation.

A different video claims to show
Ukrainian soldiers firing at a man-
nequin wearing a red "Make America
Great Again" hat and a Trump cam-
paign shirt. That video was analyzed
and determined to be fake by private
analysts and Ukraine's Center for
Countering Disinformation, a govern-
ment agency that tracks Kremlin prop-
aganda. Other versions - just as fake -
depict Ukrainian soldiers burning
Trump's books or calling him a cow-
ard. In the weeks after the election, the
clips spread far beyond Ukraine and

Russia, circulating among Trump sup-
porters and believers in QAnon, the
conspiracy theory that claims Trump is
fighting a war against a Satanic cabal
of powerful world leaders.

It's part of Russia's continued push
to divide Americans over the nearly 3-
year war in Ukraine and paint
Ukrainians as unreliable, dishonest
allies, according to analysts who have
tracked Russian disinformation and
propaganda since the war began. By
discouraging American support for
Ukraine, the Kremlin is hoping to cut
off the most vital source of military
assistance that has kept Ukrainian
hopes alive since Russia invaded in
February 2022. Early in the war,
Russian propagandists portrayed
Ukrainian leaders as corrupt and self-
serving. Russian state media claimed
Ukraine's leaders held Nazi sympa-
thies - even though President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is Jewish - or
were involved in clandestine
bioweapons research that Moscow
sought to tie to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Each false claim was used to
justify Russia's invasion.

"It's planted by the Russians, this
idea that 'Ukraine is so corrupt it
shouldn't even be a state, and we are
the right people to be running this
place," said Rupert Smith, a retired
British general and former NATO
deputy supreme commander who now
leads a Brussels-based consulting firm
called Solvo Partners. "Now this is
being used as an excuse for not sup-
porting Ukraine." The fake video
claiming to show Ukrainian soldiers
firing on the Trump mannequin spread
on platforms such as X, Telegram and
YouTube, getting an early boost from

pro-Kremlin news sites before migrat-
ing to ones popular with Americans,
according to an analysis by
researchers at NewsGuard, a firm that
tracks disinformation.

Some versions of the video were
created long before the election but
were passed off as more recent.
Within days, the video was receiving
hundreds of thousands of views and
had been translated into several lan-
guages besides Russian and English,
including German, Chinese and
Polish, NewsGuard found. According
to US intelligence, Russia sought to
support Trump in the presidential
election, believing he would reduce
American backing for Ukraine and
perhaps the NATO alliance. The
incoming president has praised
Russian President Vladimir Putin,
criticized US military aid to Ukraine
and NATO and promised to end the
war in 24 hours, comments that
appear to suggest he would press
Ukraine to surrender territory now
occupied by Russia.

In response to questions about
Russia's role in spreading disinforma-
tion about Ukraine, a spokesperson for
the Russian Embassy in Washington
referred to past statements rejecting
any involvement. In the time it has
left, the Biden administration has
urged Ukraine to quickly increase the
size of its military by drafting more
troops and has stepped upweapons
shipments while forgiving billions in
loans provided to Kyiv. So far, the
White House has pushed more than
$56 billion in security assistance to
Ukraine and expects to send billions
more before Biden leaves office on
Jan. 20, 2025.

Obama hails ‘power of pluralism’ as
some Democrats push to pass the torch

WASHINGTON (Reuters):
Former US  President
Barack Obama, who has
mostly stayed quiet in the
weeks since Vice President
Kamala Harris' election
loss, urged a new genera-
tion of American leaders to
talk with people they dis-
agree with.

In a speech at a
"Democracy Forum" spon-
sored by his foundation, the
former president said he
was convinced that a
renewed commitment to
pluralist principles was
essential to ensure the sur-
vival of democracy. "The
alternative is what we've
seen here in the United
States and in many democ-
racies around the globe -
not just more gridlock, not
just public cynicism, but an
increased willingness on
the part of politicians and
their followers to violate
democratic norms, to do
anything they can to get
their way."

Obama discussed the
"power of pluralism" with
thousands of live and
online attendees at a deeply
divided time in US history
and an unsettling one for
Democrats as Republican
Donald Trump returns to

the White House. Building
lasting majorities that sup-
ported justice required
"framing our issues, our
causes, what we believe in,
in terms of 'we' and not just
'us and them," he said. But
that did not mean rolling
over when opponents
abused power, he said.
"That's a problem. And
when that happens, we
fight for what we believe
in."

While Obama, 63,
remains in high demand to
campaign for his fellow
Democrats, some in the
party are calling for a crop
of younger leaders to take
the baton after Harris lost
every battleground state
and the popular vote and
Democrats lost control of
the House of
Representatives and the
Senate. "I think he'd be the
first to agree," David
Axelrod, former senior
adviser to Obama, told
Reuters. "I think he would
say he's run his race and we
need others to step up."
"Time marches on, and I
think that he would say ...
we need a whole array of
leaders, and there are
young leaders in the
Democratic Party who are

dynamic and very much in
touch with the times who
can step up and play a big
role."

November's disappoint-
ing results for Democrats,
including support eroding
among working-class and
Latino voters, sparked an
angry blame game inside
the party and an effort by
some to push for fresh tal-
ent. "I've always been an
advocate for a new genera-
tion of leadership in the
party and I think that peo-
ple are yearning for that,"
Representative Seth
Moulton, a Democrat from
Massachusetts, told
Reuters. "It doesn't mean
that the Obama magic is
totally gone, but Obama's
not going to be a future
president. Obama's not run-
ning for Senate. We need to
hear from newer voices that
can better represent the
fears and struggles that
Americans face today."

Obama and his wife
Michelle campaigned
around the country and
remain enormously popu-
lar within the party base,
wielding influence
behind the scenes through
fundraising and a deep
network of allies and for-

mer staff. But despite
fundraising success and
resonant speeches,
Obama was unable to
help propel Harris to vic-
tory this year. Democratic
nominee and former
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton also failed to win
the presidency in 2016
despite  his  backing.
Advisers from his one-
time inner circle who
joined Harris' campaign
after President Joe Biden
stepped aside are drawing
fire for failing to admit
any mistakes in how they
handled the 2024 cycle.

A day after the Nov. 5
election, the Obamas
issued a statement congrat-
ulating Trump and saying
"progress requires us to
extend good faith and
grace - even to people with
whom we deeply disagree."
Obama made history as the
first Black president of the
United States and racked
up comfortable margins of
victory over his
Republican opponents
when he ran: more than
seven percentage points in
2008 and nearly four in
2012. But American poli-
tics has changed since then,
some strategists say.

Escaped convicted murderer
puts California town on edge

CALIFORNIA (AP): A
search for a convicted mur-
derer in a California town
has put residents on edge,
with schools closing and
Christmas events being
postponed. Cesar
Hernandez, who was sen-
tenced in 2019 to 80 years
to life with the possibility
of parole for first-degree
murder, escaped shortly
after arriving at the Kern
County  courthouse in
Delano, a city of around
50,000 in central
California. State prison
officials said that he had
likely fled the area and no

longer posed a security risk
to the town.

He was being transport-
ed to appear in court after
pleading no contest to man-
ufacturing a weapon and
possessing alcohol or drugs
in prison when he evaded
staff and jumped out of the
van, officials said.
"Hernandez is considered
dangerous," Delano police
said in a social media post.
"If you see him, do not
approach."

Cesar Guzman, 32, was
only blocks away at his
barber shop from the inter-
section where Hernandez

escaped. It's been the
"number one topic at the
shop" since. "Everyday we
talk about it," Guzman
said. "The clients are,
they're scared because they
haven't found him. We're
really close to where it
happened." Delano has
been inundated with a
heavy law enforcement
presence since Hernandez's
escape, with police knock-
ing on doors and helicop-
ters whirring overhead.
Guzman said it's the first
time something like this
has happened in the town,
where he has lived his

whole life.

Several local schools
locked down, and they
remained closed as the
search continued, local
school districts posted on
Facebook. The city post-
poned its tree-lighting
ceremony originally
scheduled, and the
Delano  Chamber  of
Commerce delayed its
annual Christmas parade
scheduled. = Hernandez
remaining at large puts a
damper on the festivities,
which Guzmdn and his
family have attended
every year.

French govt
collapse raises
questions over

Ukraine support

PARIS (Reuters): The fall of
France's government and the
failure to pass a budget
could make it difficult for
Paris to ramp up its support
for Ukraine despite
President Emmanuel
Macron's repeated promises
to help Kyiv for as long as
necessary.

France in November
completed the training of
some 2,000 Ukrainians,
including providing
armoured vehicles for troop
movements and reconnais-
sance, Caesar howitzers,
anti-tank missile units, sur-
face-to-air missiles and bat-
tlefield radars. It also sent
new missiles in recent
weeks using funds from
frozen Russian assets and
plans to provide Mirage
fighter jets in the first quar-
ter of 2025.

However, Defence
Minister Sebastien Lecornu,
a potential future prime min-
ister, already said in October
that France would fall short
of a 3 billion euro ($3.16 bil-
lion) pledge for 2024 with
the figure being above 2 bil-
lion euros. Speaking ahead
of a no-confidence vote that
saw Michel Barnier's gov-
ernment collapse, Lecornu
said there would be an
impact on France's support
for Ukraine. "A large part of
the Ukrainian support is the
transfer of old equipment
from the French army that is
then replaced with new
equipment,” Lecornu told
Le Parisien newspaper.

"If we slow the order of
new equipment then we will
have a slowdown of deliver-
ies for Ukraine." By not
passing the 2025 budget,
which will in essence mean
the 2024 budget will be
reconducted next year, the
defence budget would not
reach its 50 billion euros tar-
get and signify a loss for the
army of 3.3 billion euros,
Lecornu said.

Iran frees jailed
Nobel laureate
Narges for
21 days

TEHRAN (AP): Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Narges
Mohammadi was released
temporarily from prison after
undergoing a complex sur-
gery in Iran that saw part of a
bone in her right leg removed
over cancer fears, her sup-
porters said.

Video footage from the
capital, Tehran, showed
Mohammadi, 52, taken out
of the back of an ambulance,
her black hair fanned out
without the required hijab, or
headscarf, covering it as she
called out into the street. Her
right leg was covered in a
fabric cast. "Hello freedom!"
she shouted. "Women, life,
freedom! Freedom is our
right! Long live freedom!"

Campaigners said she
would be free for 21 days,
but would have to serve the
remaining prison time later.
The government did not
acknowledge the medical
furlough for Mohammadi,
which  her  supporters
demanded should involve
her being permanently freed.
"A 21-day suspension of
Narges Mohammadi's sen-
tence is inadequate,” the
campaign group said. "After
over a decade of imprison-
ment, Narges requires spe-
cialized medical care in a
safe, sanitary environment - a
basic human right. As doc-
tors have emphasized, a min-
imum of three months' recov-
ery is crucial for her healing."
It added: "Narges should
never have been imprisoned
in the first place for her
peaceful advocacy for human
and women's rights - the very
work that earned her the
Nobel Peace Prize."

Mohammadi is serving 13
years and nine months on
charges of collusion against
state security and propagan-
da against Iran's government.
She has kept up her activism
despite numerous arrests by
Iranian  authorities and
spending years behind bars.
That includes backing the
nationwide, women-led
protests sparked by the 2022
death of Mahsa Amini,
which have seen women
openly defy the government
by not wearing the hijab.
Mohammadi suffered multi-
ple heart attacks while
imprisoned before undergo-
ing emergency surgery in
2022, her supporters say. Her
lawyer last month revealed
doctors had found a bone
lesion that they feared could
be cancerous. "We are huge-
ly relieved by Narges
Mohammadi's  temporary
release today from Evin
prison, which is an important
step in the right direction,"
said Rebecca Vincent, direc-
tor of campaigns at Reporters
Sans Frontiéres.

Blinken, Lavrov
clash on Ukraine at
a security meeting

VALLETTA, Malta (AP):
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov clashed indi-
rectly with US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken at an
annual security meeting,
accusing the West of risking
escalation over Ukraine but
walking out before Blinken
and other speakers could
respond.

Speaking at the
Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe
ministerial meeting in
Malta, Lavrov accused the
West of reviving the Cold
War and provoking a direct
conflict with Russia. He
said the US actions were
driven by a desire to "return
NATO to the political spot-
light." "After the Afghan
disgrace, there was a need
for a new common enemy,"
Lavrov said during his first
stop in an EU nation since
Russia's full-scale invasion
of Ukraine in February
2022.

"The result is the rein-
carnation of the Cold War,
but now with the far greater
risk of its escalation into
the hot phase." Blinken,
who spoke after Lavrov left
the room, put the blame for
escalation in the region
back on Russia, noting that
the Russian foreign minis-
ter, the fourth speaker, did
not stick around to listen to
other speakers. "Let's talk
about escalation," Blinken
said, citing the deployment
of North Korean forces in

Europe, the use of an inter-
mediate-range ballistic
missile to attack Ukraine,
Russia's move to lower the
threshold for the use of
nuclear weapons, and
attacks on Ukraine's energy
infrastructure.

"Mr. Lavrov spoke about
the sovereign right of every
member-state to make their
own choices," Blinken said.
"That's exactly what this is
about: the sovereign right
of Ukraine and the
Ukrainian people to make
their own choices about the
future, not to have those
choices made in and by
Moscow." Ukraine's
Foreign Minister Andrii
Sybiha, who was the first to
address the panel, walked
out as Lavrov took the
podium, along with the for-
eign ministers of Poland
and Estonia. Before leaving
the podium, Ukraine's
Foreign Minister, Andrii
Sybiha, called his Russian
counterpart Sergey Lavrov
a "war criminal."

"Ukraine continues to
fight for its right to exist.
And the Russian war crimi-
nal at this table (Lavrov)
should know this: Ukraine
will succeed and justice
will prevail." The visit
marked Lavrov's first visit
to an EU member nation
since the start of the
Russian invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.
It has been relatively rare
for Lavrov to attend forums

involving senior Western
officials, although he
recently took part in the
United Nations General
Assembly and the G20
summit in Brazil. Russia's
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Maria
Zakharova said on her mes-
sage app that Malta had
annulled her visa to accom-
pany Lavrov. The Maltese
foreign affairs office said
that three OSCE member
countries had objected to
extending the visa to
Zakharova, who is under a
travel ban. Lavrov is sub-
ject to EU sanctions, but
faces no travel ban.

Lavrov attended the
event last year in Skopje,
North Macedonia, but
Poland denied him a visa
the previous year in the
wake of Russia's invasion
of Ukraine. Blinken trav-
eled to Malta from
Brussels, where he attended
what was likely to be his
last NATO meeting of the
outgoing Biden administra-
tion. Ukraine's foreign min-
ister was also attending,
after Ukraine boycotted last
year over Lavrov's atten-
dance. Reporters Without
Borders called on the
OSCE to release 38 jour-
nalists detained by Russia,
including 19 Ukrainians
arrested in illegally occu-
pied territories. It said in a
statement that Russia is the
world's fifth-largest jailer
of journalists.

China trymg to set a ‘red line’
for incoming Trump govt

TAIPEI (Reuters): China is
trying to set a "red line" for
the incoming  Trump
administration and US
allies by stepping up mili-
tary activities in the region,
a senior Taiwan security
official said, including like-
ly war games this weekend
around the island.

China, which claims
democratically governed
Taiwan as its own territory
over Taipei's rejection, has
held two rounds of war
games around the island so
far this year, and its forces
operate nearby on a daily
basis. The official con-
firmed concerns expressed
by other security officials
in the region who have pre-
viously told Reuters that
China could launch new

drills to coincide with
Taiwan  President Lai
Ching-te's trip to the

Pacific this week which
included visits to Hawaii
and the US territory of
Guam.

"They want to clearly
establish that the First
Island Chain is China's red
line and its sphere of con-
trol before the new US gov-

ernment takes office on Jan.
20," the official told a brief-
ing in Taipei, offering the
government's assessment of
China's activities. The First
Island Chain is an area that
runs from Japan through
Taiwan, the Philippines and
on to Borneo, enclosing
China's coastal seas.

Neither China's Taiwan
Affairs Office nor its
defence ministry responded
to a request for comment.
The Taiwan official, brief-
ing on condition of
anonymity to be able to
speak more freely, said
China could launch new
war games shortly before or
after Lai's return to Taipei
from the Pacific.

"They want to tell the
new US government that
this area is controlled by
China and that you must
discuss with China every-
thing that happens here,"
the official said, pointing to
recent Chinese military
activities around Taiwan
including joint manoeuvres
with Russia near the
island's east coast earlier
this week. "They want
other countries - the United

States or Europe - to know
that this is their sphere of
influence and that they
should be taken seriously."

China has deployed
close to 40 vessels in the
region this week, including
a Chinese aircraft carrier
group led by Liaoning in
the East China Sea as well
as other naval and coast-
guard boats in the South
China Sea. Reuters first
reported that a north bound
Russian naval fleet
approached close to
Taiwan's contiguous zone
24 nautical miles (45 km)
off its southeastern coasts
and conducted joint simu-
lated attacks on "foreign
vessels and aircraft" with a
Chinese destroyer nearby.

China urged the United
States last week to exercise
the "utmost caution" on
relations with Taiwan,
ahead of Lai's Pacific tour.
Beijing opposes any for-
eign interactions or visits
by Taiwan leaders. Lai and
his government reject
Beijing's sovereignty
claims, saying only the
island's people can decide
their future.

Dwarfed by
China in shipbuilding

WASHINGTON (AP): The
US severely lags behind
China in  shipbuilding
capacity, lawmakers and
experts have warned, as the
Biden administration tries to
build up the country's ability
to develop and produce
weapons and other defense
supplies to fend off war.

Speaking at a congres-
sional hearing, Rep. John
Moolenaar, the Republican
chair of the House Select
Committee on the Chinese
Communist Party, said the
country lacks the capacity to
"deter and win a fight" with
China and called for action.
"Bold policy changes and
significant resources are
now needed to restore deter-
rence and prevent a fight"
with China, Moolenaar said.

China's navy is already
the world's largest, and its
shipbuilding capacity, esti-
mated to be 230 times larg-
er, dwarfs that of the US
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi,
the ranking Democratic
member of the committee,
told Fox News last week
that "for every one oceango-
ing vessel that we can pro-
duce, China can produce
359 in one single year."

The US government has
come to see China as its
"pacing challenge," and
officials have warned that
Beijing is pursuing the
largest peacetime military
buildup in history, raising
concerns about how the US
would respond and ensure
victory in case of a conflict
in the Indo-Pacific, where
tensions are high in the

Taiwan Strait and the South
China Sea. Krishnamoorthi
warned that a weak military
industrial base could invite
aggression and argued that
strengthening it is necessary
to avoid war with China.
"History tells us we need
a healthy defense industrial
base now to deter aggres-
sion and make sure the
world's dictators think again
before dragging the US and
the world into yet another
disastrous conflict,"”
Krishnamoorthi said.
National security adviser
Jake Sullivan called it a
"generational project” to fix
the problem after the
American shipbuilding
industry had its "bottom fell
out" in the early 1980s.
"Part of it is we don't
have the backbone of a
healthy commercial ship-
building base to rest our
naval shipbuilding on top
of," Sullivan said at the
Aspen Security Forum in
Washington. "And that's
part of the fragility of what
we're contending with and
why this is going to be such
a generational project to
fix." The challenge in ship-
building has been "especial-
ly immense," stemming
from the hollowing-out of
the US manufacturing base
where its workforce shrank
and suppliers left, Sullivan
said. And it is part of the
broader problem of a weak-
ened US military industrial
base, as manifested in the
weeks after Russia invaded
Ukraine, Sullivan said,
when Kyiv in eight weeks

"burned through a year's
worth of US 155-millimeter
artillery production.”

"Decades of underinvest-
ments and consolidation had
seriously  eroded  our
defense industrial base, and
there was no way around it,"
Sullivan said. The head of
US Indo-Pacific Command,
Adm. Samuel Paparo,
warned last month that the
wars in Ukraine and the
Middle East were eating
away at critical US weapons
stockpiles and could hamper
the military's ability to
respond to China should a
conflict arise.

He said providing or sell-
ing billions of dollars worth
of air defenses to both
Ukraine and Israel were
hampering US ability to
respond to threats in the
Indo-Pacific. "It's now eat-
ing into stocks, and to say
otherwise would be dishon-
est," he told an audience at
the Brookings Institution in
Washington on Nov . 19.

Several researchers at the
Washington-based Center
for Strategic and
International Studies said
China's rapid military
buildup could allow the
country to prevail over the
US, especially in case of a
prolonged contflict. "China's
massive shipbuilding indus-
try would provide a strategic
advantage in a war that
stretches beyond a few
weeks, allowing it to repair
damaged vessels or construct
replacements much faster
than the United States," the
researchers wrote in June.
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New bridges

EPUBLICANS are outspoken
Rgeopolitical realities that suggest a shift in

American attention away from Europe.
Meanwhile, transatlantic relations are politicized,

contributing to a divide across Europe

about certain

itself, particu-

larly under a Trump presidency. Governments in

East-Central Europe have certain
advantages through defense spending

comparative
at home and

political ties to the White House. These are valuable,
as they can help in easing transatlantic tensions under

a second Trump term.

American internationalism faces ch
attributed to Republicans. Indeed, conserv
outspoken when it comes to reshifting

allenges often
atives are more
attention from

Europe to East Asia [1] or the burdens of defense from

the US to Europe. [2] These views reflect

the reality that

American geopolitics is primarily focused on the Indo-
Pacific, particularly in the age of renewed great power

competition. The latter idea has become
its origins [3] were in the first Donald Tru

ubiquitous, but
mp presidency.

The novelty of Trump's foreign policy was that it brought
a realist and often nationalist hammer to liberal and often
idealist beliefs about international relations. Since Europe
has been home for the latter, it is wary of a second Trump

presidency.

While Donald Trump does use harsh language against
Europeans, most of his complaints reflect frustrations that
are decades old. The fact is that transatlantic relations are

politicized: Western European leaders

love to hate

Republican presidents, while Democrats tend to overlook
East-Central European leaders in the European Union

(EU). In a certain sense, Donald Rumsfe

1d's division of

"old and new Europe" [4] remains relevant, especially

under a Trump presidency. Donald Trump
important foreign policy speech in War

made his most
saw, where he

talked about defending the West [5] in 2017. As always,
it was deemed controversial [6], but it also provided the

basis for the Trump administration's Euro

pe strategy [7],

which primarily focused on East-Central Europe. [8]

Trump's foreign policy will continue

to carry a big

stick in many forms. Washington's onshore balancing
remains relevant in Europe, where the political value of
allies may be a function of their respective defense
investments. East-Central Europeans have an advantage
here, as most outperform [9] their Western allies in terms
of defense spending as a percentage of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). These efforts can be turned into political
gains. For example, in its final year, the first Trump pres-
idency tried to decrease US troop numbers in Germany:
while many saw this as an attempt to withdraw from

Europe, it was aimed at repositioning
forces as new deployments to Poland.
Republican Party acknowledge [10]

some of those
People in the
East-Central

European merits in defense investment and call for simi-
lar American rewarding measures for the future.

Of course, the hard realities of great power competi-
tion remain, Ukraine's fate in the face of Russian aggres-
sion or Europe's relationship with China carries the

potential of a further deteriorating securit

y environment.

The transatlantic alliance is likely to suffer frictions on

these issues. Still, East-Central European

allies may use

their comparative advantages to help cooler heads prevail

in Washington and Brussels, respectively.

In other words,

they can try to form bridges for transatlantic security and

political discourse during Trump's second

term in office.

Last NATO meeting

N Dec. 3-4, NATO foreign ministers are meeting
Oin Brussels for the first time

Secretary General Mark Rutte, and for the last
time under the Biden administration. US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken will be attending the event, which
will also feature the first gathering of the NATO-
Ukraine Council, bringing together NATO and
Ukrainian representatives at the level of foreign minis-
ters. At the core of debates will be, as has been the case
for the last two-and-a-half years, NATO's support to
Ukraine, as well as the defense posture of the alliance.
Yet, hallway discussions will focus on one issue exclu-
sively - the potential impact on the Atlantic alliance of

Donald Trump's comeback as US presid

with the new

ent.

Concerns are many among European leaders that Trump
will distance himself from an alliance he has often dis-
missed, one that also clashes with his "America First" slo-
gan. Documents produced by his camp in the last two years
mention a "radical reorientation of the Alliance," a "dor-
mant NATO," or a "two-tier alliance," in which members
that make a decent effort for their defense would get more
security guarantees from the US than others that do not.

The most radical scenario is a withdrawal

of the US from

NATO and although unlikely, this is not to be ruled out.
What is almost certain, however, is renewed friction and a

diminished US commitment. The issue of

defense spend-

ing has been one of Trump's recurrent critiques of

European states, which he accuses of n
NATO pledge of spending 2% of their
product (GDP) on defense. As of 2024, th

ot meeting the
gross domestic
ough, improve-

ments have been noted, with 23 allies, including the UK,
France, Germany, Poland, and Tiirkiye, having reached the
threshold from the total 32. In Brussels, NATO representa-
tives will no doubt discuss how best this can be communi-
cated to the president-elect when he takes charge in
January. Yet, the argument is increasingly made that 2%

will not be enough in the face of an ever-c
ty environment. Europeans may also ha

hanging securi-
ve to shoulder

more responsibilities in reinforcing the alliance's defense

posture on its Eastern flank.

It is partly with these possible talks in mind that the
Biden administration has recently authorized the use of

long-range ATACMS missiles on Russian

territory so that

Ukraine would be in a slightly better position when talks
start. Not much is known about what would be offered to
Russia in return for a stop to the war, but it might include

suspending the pledge made to Ukraine to

join NATO. As

a matter of fact, this has been suggested by the forthcom-
ing US envoy to Ukraine and Russia, Keith Kellogg, as he

was writing on the issue in April 2024.

Would the last

NATO meeting before Trump takes office allow for impor-
tant decisions to "Trump-proof" the alliance and Ukraine?
This is very unlikely, as there is practically nothing that
Trump could not then undo when he comes to power. On

the contrary, as they meet for the last time

before the sec-

ond Trump term, NATO representatives are more likely to
be seeking to show unity and purpose. In other words, they

will aim to demonstrate that the alliance is

strong and use-

ful and that Europeans are fully playing their part so that
the new US administration is less inclined to make unwant-

ed and highly disruptive decisions.
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How and why was the People’s
Tribunal on Gaza established?

Hilal Elver

HE idea of estab-

I lishing a people's

tribunal to expose
ongoing genocide and
atrocities in Gaza came
from a small group of
concerned Turkish citi-
zens who were trying to
respond and raise public
awareness in May 2024.
Coincidentally, in August,
Bogazici University
organized the conference
"International Law after
Gaza" in Istanbul and
invited scholars working
on the Israel-Palestine
conflict from an interna-
tional law point of view.

Under the leadership of
Richard Falk, chair of
Global Law at Queen Mary
University of London and
UN former special rappor-
teur on human rights viola-
tions in the occupied
Palestine territories since
1967, we, as a group of
concerned scholars who
have been working on
Palestine, further discussed
the idea of a people's tribu-
nal to judicate, expose, and
condemn the government
of Israel and its close allies
supporting the ongoing
genocide in Gaza. The fail-
ure of the UN Security
Council to attain a cease-
fire deal because of the veto
power of the permanent
members, especially the
US, as well as the silence
and complicity of several
Western governments and
growing global public out-
rage of opinion, were the
main motivations for this
initiative.

The idea of establishing
a people's tribunal to adju-
dicate severe human rights
violations  and/or  war
crimes is not new. The
inspiration for people's tri-
bunals originated with the
Russell Tribunal established
in 1966 by British philoso-
pher Bertrand Russell and
French writer/philosopher
Jean-Paul Sartre. The origi-
nal Russell Tribunal criti-
cally examined the US mil-
itary  intervention  in
Vietnam and set a precedent
for subsequent people's tri-
bunals. Although unofficial
and lacking enforcement
power, the Russell Tribunal
sought to hold those in
power accountable by
mobilizing public opinion.
At that time, the tribunal
made a huge impact among
American people who were
against the war, as well as
global public opinion that
was helpful in delegitimiz-
ing the American govern-
ment's war against the
Vietnamese people.

After  the  Russell
Tribunal, the model
expanded globally, address-
ing various human rights
violations. In 1975, Basso
Foundations established a
Permanent Peoples'
Tribunal (PPT) in Italy, not

only dealing with war
crimes but also focusing on
various violations of human
rights, such as apartheid in
South Africa, human rights
violations in Latin America
and the Philippines, and
later environmental wrong-
doings. For instance, in
2000 in Japan, a women's
tribunal focused on gender-
based violence and discrim-
ination, specifically focus-
ing on the "comfort
women" during World War
1L In 2016, the
International ~ Monsanto
Tribunal in  Brussels
addressed corporate crimes
involving the environment
and human health. In recent
years, several initiatives
have been directed at eco-
cide (for deliberate large-
scale environmental harm)
and environmental crimes
of transnational corpora-
tions.

These non-binding, non-
governmental  initiatives
serve as a platform for
addressing grievances and
violations of rights as well as
exposing injustices, particu-
larly in cases where official
legal mechanisms are per-
ceived as inadequate, inac-
cessible, or complicit. These
tribunals aim to provide
moral authority and bring
attention to issues that might
otherwise remain over-
looked, marginalized, or
suppressed. The Gaza
Tribunal is set rather differ-
ently than earlier models,
and it is not structured strict-
ly to mimic judicial institu-
tions. There is an ongoing
genocide, and at least two
important international
courts have Gaza on their
agendas. The first one began
in 2023 with South Africa's
application to the
International ~ Court  of
Justice (ICJ) under the rules
of the 1948 Genocide
Convention. Starting from
January 2024, the ICJ has so
far issued three sets of provi-
sional measures pronounc-
ing positively as to the
"plausibility of genocide."
The ICJ ordered Israel to
immediately stop commit-
ting severe human rights
violations and war crimes,
such as starvation. The full
investigation and final ICJ
decision about genocide is
likely to take several years.

The second international
legal initiative was taken by
the prosecutor of the
International Criminal
Court (ICC), who recom-
mended the issuance of an
arrest warrant against the
leadership of Israel, Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and then-
Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant. After a delay of six
months, the  Pre-trial
Chamber of the ICC
announced the issuance of

arrest warrants on Nov. 20.
This is an important devel-
opment and will undoubt-
edly impact not only the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict
but should strengthen the
ICC's institutional legitima-
cy.
Considering these ongo-
ing court proceedings, the
Gaza Tribunal is structured
to be flexible, faster, and
designed to serve a far more
comprehensive investiga-
tion than is typical of strict-
ly legalistic inquiries by
international courts. The
Gaza Tribunal has been
planned to consider the
wider impacts and compli-
cations of Israeli behavior
in addition to genocide.
This includes the historical
foundation of Israel as a
Western  settler-colonial
project, which has led
directly to the long-suffer-
ing of the Palestinian peo-
ple living under a cruel
occupation that has includ-
ed ethnic cleansing, dispos-
session, repression, humili-
ation, apartheid, and
destruction, preparing the
way for the current geno-
cide. The Gaza Tribunal
will extend its mandate to
famine crime, ecocide
(crime against nature),
scholasticate (crime against
education), democide
(crime against housing),
sanatiscide (destruction or
exploitation of health care),
and sociocide (crimes
exploiting or destroying
cultural tradition and histor-
ical identity) in Gaza and
occupied territories. The
Gaza Tribunal also deals
with the wider implications
of Israel's attack on neigh-
boring countries, threaten-
ing peace and security in the
region and the wider world.

People's tribunals are
typically organized by
activists, academics, and
non-governmental organi-
zations,  with  strong
engagement from affected
societies. The Gaza
Tribunal is a global inde-
pendent project free from
any direct or indirect influ-
ence of governments,
active  politicians, and
diplomats. The structure of
the tribunal consists of a
small Steering Committee,
chaired by the president,
that is responsible for
administering the entire
machinery of the Gaza
Tribunal, including a larger
Advisory Policy Council
(APC) gathered from
among globally respected
intellectuals and members
at large invited to take part
based on their expert
knowledge of Palestinian
issues. Selection criteria
took account of race, gen-
der, and geographical
diversity. A jury of inde-
pendent experts, compris-

ing lawyers, academics,
cultural and moral authority
figures, as well as activists,
will collectively assess the
evidence and testimonies
that will be assembled to
underpin the work of the
Gaza Tribunal. Palestinian
civil society organizations,
as well as the global soli-
darity movement, will play
a vital role at every stage of
the Gaza Tribunal.

The Gaza Tribunal seeks
to cooperate with reliable
and influential international
media, especially those
operating in the Global
South. So far, the main-
stream Western media has
either played no role in
delimiting the crimes of
Israel or deliberately
manipulated public opinion
in ways detrimental to the
Palestinians and advanta-
geous to vulture profiteer-
ing from Israeli criminality.

The tentative schedule is
set to hold a first hearing in
April 2025 in a country
whose  government is
receptive to the Gaza
Tribunal approach without
compromising our inde-
pendence. The final hearing
is currently planned to take
place in Istanbul in October
2025. We are also consider-
ing alternative possibilities,
including Malaysia and
Indonesia. Because this is
an ongoing genocide, we
believe that it is desirable to
be flexible with respect to
timetable, location, and
overall logistics.

The Gaza Tribunal is
aiming to meticulously col-
lect evidence, especially
visual materials that docu-
ment the most serious of
Israel's  violations. An
objective of the Gaza
Tribunal is to contribute to
the formation of an accu-
rate and comprehensive
historical record of the
genocide and to provide
guidance for future legal
proceedings.

Finally, while the judg-
ments of the people's tribu-
nal are not legally binding
or directly enforceable,
they carry symbolic and
moral weight, often influ-
encing public opinion and
policy and triggering fur-
ther legal and civil society
action that could contribute
to reaching a just and
durable peace. We hope the
Gaza Tribunal amplifies the
voices of Palestinians mar-
ginalized and victimized by
mainstream media and the
dominant political system.
By shedding light on sys-
temic injustices and push-
ing for accountability, the
Gaza Tribunal challenges
the status quo, catalyzing
legal, social, and political
change for the future, not
only with respect to the
Palestinian ordeal but for
the benefit of all vulnera-
ble, repressed groups.

Putin’s overseas
empire collapsing

all at

once

Jonathan Sweet & Mark Toth

has been another bad
Eveek for  Russian

resident  Vladimir
Putin and the Kremlin.
Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad's government col-
lapsed faster than
Afghanistan's had in
August 2021. Syrian rebels
caught Putin's armed
forces by surprise and
swept through Aleppo,
forcing the Russians to
vacate several military
bases.

The Russian commander,
Lieutenant General Sergey
Kisel, had previously com-
manded Russia's 1st Guards
Tank Army in the Kharkiv
region of Ukraine, where
they were driven back by a
Ukrainian counterattack in
late 2022. Now a two-time
battlefield failure, he would
do well to avoid open win-
dows when he is recalled
back to the Kremlin. The
fighting rages on, with
Damascus clearly the goal.
Unlike Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, Assad
passed on the ammo and
"took the ride" with his fami-
ly. He was safely evacuated
to Russia, where his "extend-
ed family and associates own
$40 million worth of luxury
apartments in Moscow's sky-
scraper district."

And with Assad's regime
likely coming to an end,
Russian influence in the
region may be ending, too. At
risk now are two key military
facilities: the Khmeimim air-
base, from which Russian
aircraft have been launching
attacks against Syrian Rebels
and civilians, and Tartus,
home to Syria's only naval
base. And without these two
bases, Russian operations in
the Middle East, the Sahel
region of Africa, and Sudan
will likely grind to a halt as
well.

Russian tactics remain the
same as ever. Instead of
attacking the Syrian rebels,
they are targeting civilians in
"liberated" population cen-
ters. But this tactic is having
minimal effect on the foreign
rebels leading the charge - the
Turkish-backed collation of
Islamist militant groups
Hayat  Tahrir  al-Sham.
Designated as a terrorist
group by the UN Security
Council, this coalition has
direct ties to al-Qaeda. In
hindsight, this is the result of
Hamas's ill-conceived Oct. 7
terrorist attack against Israel -
likely directed by Iran with
Russia's support. Already
preoccupied with their own
problems, neither Russia nor
Iran nor Hezbollah are in any
position to come to Assad's
aide. Putin's war with
Ukraine has drained Russian
resources, and Israel has
weakened Iran and its prox-
ies. The regional kaleido-
scope is now shifting, and
conditions are ripe for the
"wider regional conflict” that
the Biden administration
feared.

For Moscow, there is
more at risk than just Syria's
Mediterranean port. Putin
also faces the possible loss of
the Ochamchire district in the
Georgian breakaway repub-
lic of Abkhazia - the seaport
to which he wants to move
his Black Sea fleet, since
Ukraine's successful attacks
forced it out of Sevastopol.
Russian colonialism is wear-
ing thin in the Caucasus, too.
In mid-November, protesters
stormed the parliament of
Abkhazia, demanding the
resignation of Aslan Bzhania
over an unpopular invest-
ment  agreement  with
Moscow, "which critics
feared would clear the way
for wealthy Russian individ-
uals and businesses to buy up
property in the lush Black
Sea region, pricing out

locals."

Georgians are still reeling
from October's election
results, which President
Salome Zourabichvili alleges
was stolen as part of a
"Russian special operation.”
On November 28, they took
to the streets in the capital
city of Thilisi when Dream
Party Prime Minister Irakli
Kobakhidze announced he
was suspending talks to join
the European Union. Since
then, the protests have
grown. Demonstrations have
taken place in at least eight
cities as "tens of thousands of
Georgians took to the streets
again Sunday as mass nation-
wide protests entered their
fourth night."

Russia is overextended.
Should the pro-Russian
Dream Party-led government
collapse, Abkhazia and South
Ossetia could come back into
play for Georgia. A signifi-
cantly weakened convention-
al Russian military may not
be able to retain these
Russian-occupied territories.
The loss of the port in
Abkhazia would be detri-
mental to Russian influence
in the Black Sea. Adding to
these issues was another pub-
lic humiliation oriented
towards Putin. During his
visit to Astana, Kazakhstan,
to attend the Collective
Security Treaty Organization
summit, Putin referred to
Kazakhstan as a "Russian
speaking country." But when
Kazakhstan President
Kassym-Jomart  Tokayev
addressed the summit audi-
ence, he did so in his native
Kazakh. Anton Gerashc-
henko, a former advisor to
Zelensky, described the inci-
dent as "trolling at a prohibi-
tive level."

Yet through it all, Putin
remains steadfast in his deter-
mination to win the war at
any cost. Despite an econo-
my in turmoil, he continues
to double down on Ukraine.
On Dec. 1, he approved a
2025 budget plan that hikes
military spending from 28.3
percent to 32.5 percent - 13.5
trillion rubles (currently
worth $145 billion). That
does not sound like a man
open to negotiations. Putin
evidently believes he can out-
last Ukraine and the West.
What he does not have -
trained soldiers and muni-
tions - he can purchase from
North Korea and Iran, his
"arsenals of evil."

Putin's Jenga tower is list-
ing hard. Neither the Biden
nor Trump administrations
should consider anything
short of a complete with-
drawal of Russian troops
from Ukraine, and the
restoration of its 1991 bor-
ders. All instruments of
national power - Diplomacy,
Information, Military, and
Economic - should be lever-
aged to end the war on the
best terms possible for
Ukraine. Getting Putin to the
negotiation table will require
a Mike Tyson-like punch to
the face. The unrestricted use
of precision deep strike
weapons is part of the solu-
tion - a condition setter. So is
allowing Ukraine to interdict
Russian and North Korean
troops, equipment, and their
munitions at the seaports, air-
fields, railheads and assem-
bly areas in Russia before
they arrive on the Ukrainian
battlefield. These capabilities
create room to maneuver for
Ukrainian troops on the front
lines so that they can eventu-
ally push Russian forces out
of their country. The US must
harness the warrior ethos of
Generals Patton and Grant
and enable Ukraine to wedge
out that last Jenga piece: no
sanctuary, relentless pressure
and violence of action.
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AST week, US
I President Joe Biden
announced that the
US would make '"another
push with Tiirkiye, Egypt,
Qatar, and Israel to achieve
a cease-fire in Gaza, secure
the release of hostages, and
end the war without
Hamas in power." This
announcement came
against the backdrop of a
US-sponsored cease-fire
agreement between Israel
and Lebanon, which US
envoy Amos Hochstein
claims is intended to estab-
lish a long-term arrange-
ment for peace and securi-
ty.
The cease-fire in Lebanon
offers a potential framework
for Gaza, with Tiirkiye's
involvement adding a new
dimension to mediation
efforts. However, the path to
a sustainable cease-fire in
Gaza is fraught with com-
plexities, requiring concerted
diplomatic efforts, compro-
mises from all parties
involved, and, most impor-
tantly, pressure on Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.
After more than a year of

Last push for a Gaza agreement

Dr. Ali Bakir

failed attempts to achieve a
cease-fire in Gaza, the US
administration is racing
against the time to make its
final push toward realizing
this agreement.

However, Israel's assassi-
nation of Hamas political
leaders has weakened the
capacity to communicate
effectively with the
Palestinian group, which is
essential for reaching a
viable agreement. With
Hamas leaders reportedly
out of Qatar at present and
Doha announcing the sus-
pension of its mediation
efforts in November until
"the necessary seriousness"
is evident in negotiations, the
US administration appears to
be running out of options,
especially as the window of
opportunity closes in about a
month. Consequently, the
Biden administration's deci-
sion to utilize every possible
effort in this last push for a
cease-fire in Gaza, including
those from Tiirkiye, despite
previous efforts to sideline
Ankara, reflects a pragmatic

shift in US diplomacy aimed
at leveraging Tiirkiye's posi-
tion and influence in the
region.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has consis-
tently expressed Tiirkiye's
readiness to contribute to
establishing a lasting cease-
fire in Gaza. At the onset of
the crisis, Ankara proposed a
"guarantor system," which
was dismissed by both Israel
and the US, with some Arab
governments also showing
little enthusiasm for the offer.

The protracted conflict in
Gaza has highlighted the
limitations of excluding
influential regional actors
from peace processes.
Turkiye's involvement is
seen as crucial for achieving
a comprehensive and endur-
ing cease-fire, given its
geopolitical significance and
relationships with key par-
ties. The US administration
recognizes that a durable res-
olution requires the inclusion
of all stakeholders capable of

influencing the situation on
the ground. Engaging
Tiirkiye aligns with the
broader objective of stabiliz-
ing the region, even if it
involves collaboration with
partners who have complex
and sometimes contentious
relationships with other US
allies.

Hamas has consistently
expressed its readiness to
agree to a credible deal that
includes the release of cap-
tives in exchange for freeing
Palestinian detainees held by
Israel, ensuring unimpeded
delivery of humanitarian
assistance to Gaza, and the
withdrawal of Israeli occu-
pying forces with an estab-
lished security agreement to
prevent future escalations.
Recently, Hamas released a
video of the captives, aiming
to rally support for a deal,
including from the Israeli
public and families of the
captives, and to put pressure
on the Israeli government.

Last  week,  Israeli

President Isaac Herzog
revealed that there are ongo-
ing contacts between Israel
and Hamas for a cease-fire
and hostage release deal,
asserting, "Now, after the
agreement in Lebanon, it's
time to make a deal and
bring the captives home."
While specific terms are still
under  negotiation, the
process has proven complex,
particularly with Israel's
assassination of Hamas polit-
ical leaders and senior offi-
cials who were among the
Palestinian negotiation team.

One theory suggests that
Netanyahu may now be open
to a deal for two reasons.
First, he may not want to
challenge the upcoming US
President-elect Donald
Trump, who has reportedly
urged him to wrap up mili-
tary operations before taking
office in January. Second,
despite Trump's strong sup-
port for Israel, personal ties
between Trump and
Netanyahu have not been
that good. At the end of his
presidency, Trump conclud-

ed that Netanyahu did not
genuinely want peace with
the Palestinians and had used
him against Iran. This
implies that Netanyahu
might seek to open a new
chapter, at least at the begin-
ning of Trump's new term,
and reaching an agreement
on Gaza could be beneficial
for him in this context.
Incorporating Tiirkiye
into the Gaza cease-fire
negotiations represents a
recalibration by the Biden
administration, acknowl-
edging the complex nature
of the problem. By engag-
ing Tirkiye alongside
Egypt and Qatar in the
process, the US aims to har-
ness all available diplomat-
ic channels to facilitate a
cease-fire, secure the
release of hostages, and
ultimately work towards an
acceptable deal. All parties
are expected to contribute,
and the urgency of the situ-
ation cannot be overstated.
However, whether the US
administration can realize
this deal within a month or
whether Netanyahu will
sabotage this opportunity
again remains to be seen.
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Kazakhstan must break free from
its economic alliance with Russia

AST week, Russian
I President Vladimir Putin

attended a summit for the
Collective Security Treaty
Organization in Astana. However,
for some Kazakhs, the Russian
president's presence in the coun-
try's capital was overshadowed by
the plummeting exchange rate of
the Kazakh tenge against the US
dollar. The tenge tracked the ruble
in its decline following the recently
imposed  sanctions  against
Gazprombank, a Russian state-
owned bank that facilitates the
trade of hydrocarbons and other
resources, making it a major
source of foreign currency for the
Kremlin until recently. Last week
alone the tenge lost 2.6% in value
against the dollar.

It is not the first time the tenge
experienced a sharp decline as a con-
sequence of US sanctions against
Russia - earlier this year the Kazakh
currency devalued almost 5% in less
than three weeks following the
Moscow Exchange suspending trade
in dollars and euros after being hit by
US sanctions. Since then, the ruble is
effectively a non-floating currency
with the exchange rate formally
determined over-the-counter and
informally by Russia's Central Bank
and Ministry of Finance. The
Kazakh tenge on the other hand is
still floating. There is a caveat
though - the ruble has largely
remained in the band of 4.8 to 5.5
tenge per ruble in the past year sup-
ported by bilateral trade governed by
the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU).

So, what is the EAEU?
Established in 2015, the bloc super-
seded the Eurasian Customs Union
and was touted by Moscow as the
region's counterpart to the European
Union. However, unlike the EU, the
EAEU has done little to achieve true
economic integration that benefits all
member states, which include
Kazakhstan, Russia, Belarus,
Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan. While the

Madi Kapparov

two largest economies of the EU,
France and Germany, comprise just
over 40% of the EU's GDP, Russia
makes up over 80% of the EAEU's
combined economy. It uses its out-
sized position in the union to pursue
its own goals oftentimes with little
regard to the interests of other mem-
bers. Considering the Russian full-
scale invasion of Ukraine, it should
be abundantly clear that the Kremlin
is willing to pursue its geopolitical
ambitions at immense economic
costs which are indirectly imposed
on the non-warring EAEU members.
When Russia launched the full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, Alibek
Kuantyrov, the then Kazakh
National Economy Minister, quickly
pointed out that the war in Ukraine
could have a negative impact on the
Kazakh economy.

Perhaps, the EAEU's true nature
is best encapsulated by Kataryna
Wolczuk of Chatham House:
"Moscow created the EAEU as a
vehicle to reverse Russia's loss of
power in the region following the
demise of the Soviet Union, rather
than to pursue deep economic inte-
gration with smaller states."

The Moscow-centric EAEU is
consequently used by the Kremlin as
a soft-power tool to extract political
and economic gains from member
states. Russia frequently disregards
the organization's rules and super-
sedes its governing bodies in trade
negotiations, as was the case with
Putin agreeing to "connect the initia-
tive of the construction of the Silk
Road Economic Belt put forward by
the Chinese side with the construc-
tion of the Eurasian Economic Union
of the Russian side" in a 2015 meet-
ing with China's Xi Jinping, with no
prior consultation with any members
of the EAEU. Ironically, China and
Kazakhstan finished their parts of the
highway planned to connect China
with Europe, leaving Russia as the
only country failing to fulfill their

obligation. In 2022 Russia decided to
reroute the highway through Iran.

In other instances, Russia used the
EAEU as an economic extortion
scheme. In 2014 Russia used
EAEU's antecedent organization, the
Customs Union, to pressure Belarus
into aiding Russia in sanctions cir-
cumvention, imposed following the
occupation of Crimea. At the time
Russia banned Belarusian agricultur-
al imports produced by 23 compa-
nies. In 2016, Putin unilaterally
banned the transit of Ukrainian
goods through Russia to Kazakhstan
slashing Ukrainian exports to the
country by 45.5%. Russia also fre-
quently imposes unilateral non-tariff
trade limitations against Kazakh
companies either as a protectionist
measure Or as an economic pressure
tool while de jure fulfilling its duties
under the terms of the EAEU.

However, not all EAEU terms are
beneficial to Kazakhstan. EAEU
standards and requirements are often
optimized for Russian producers or
simply set at levels that are prohibi-
tively costly to abide by for compa-
nies in other member states. Russian
companies typically don't get pun-
ished for standards violations.

Moreover, the EAEU's protec-
tionist measures overwhelmingly
benefit Russian firms. Almas
Chukin, a member of the Council for
the Kazakh National Economy
Ministry, points out: "With the emer-
gence of the Customs Union we do
not have an independent customs
policy. We received many non-tariff
restrictions on foreign trade with
preferences given to our partners but
not to the rest of the world ...
Protectionist duties on foreign goods
entering the EAEU have made our
lives more expensive."

President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev's remarks at November's
summit, that Kazakhstan and Russia
should not compete against each
other in the EAEU's domestic mar-

kets, in the opening paragraph
acknowledges what has been known
to the Kazakh government since the
inception of the union: Russia and
Kazakhstan are direct competitors in
global markets. Both economies are
heavily dependent on the exports of
hydrocarbons and other natural
resources. One of the few notable
ways they are complementary is in
the nuclear energy sector, where
Kazakhstan is the largest uranium
producer in the world and Russia
possesses the largest uranium enrich-
ment capacity in the world.
However, there too the terms are
skewed in Russia's favor. Rosatom
acquired the largest uranium mine in
the world in Kazakhstan, while
Kazakhstan has no ownership in
enrichment facilities in Russia.

The continued isolation of Russia
and the Kremlin's acceptance of
incurring ever-increasing sanctions
as a consequence of their imperial
pursuits pose significant economic
risks for Kazakhstan. Membership in
EAEU pre-2022 had some rationale
especially considering that 80% of
Kazakh oil exports traveled to the
global markets through the Caspian
Pipeline Consortium (CPC) in
Russia.

However, with China overtaking
Russia as Kazakhstan's primary trade
partner and the Kazakh government
taking active steps to reduce the
country's dependence on the CPC
pipeline, there are viable conditions
for an EAEU exit. Moreover, the
tenge's exchange rate shocks dis-
cussed earlier highlight the unfavor-
able transfer of risks from Russia to
Kazakhstan. The threat of sanctions
should also not be forgotten - in an
interview with Izvestiya, French
MEP Thierry Mariani stated that
Kazakhstan as a member of the
EAEU could be subjected to second-
ary sanctions. Secondary sanctions
would be catastrophic for the
Kazakh economy and could push the
country deeper into Moscow's orbit.

The Moscow Times

Korea, Russia and China watch on as
crisis unfolds in key US ally South Korea

night of political upheaval
Ain South Korea has

upended stability in a key
democratic US ally - sending
shock waves through the region
and Washington at a moment of
acute global tension. South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
declared martial law on Tuesday
night in a surprise decree that
was reversed hours later follow-
ing overwhelming opposition
across the political spectrum for
what was widely seen as a breach
of the country's vibrant democ-
racy.

The move, which Yoon claimed
was necessary to "save the country
against anti-state forces" trying to
destroy the "constitutional order of
liberal democracy," was met by
protests in Seoul and mounting
calls for the president's resignation.
The stunning  development
appeared to catch Washington off
guard. That's an unnerving reality
for the United States military,
which has nearly 30,000 troops and
its largest overseas base in South
Korea, serving as a check against a
belligerent North Korea and coun-
terweight to an aggressive China in
a strategically critical region.

The turmoil has the potential for
significant ramifications at a
moment of deepening geopolitical
fault lines in Asia, where both
North Korea and China are
strengthening their alignment with
Russia as it wages war on Ukraine.
Leaders in Pyongyang, Beijing and
Moscow are likely watching the
developments in Seoul with an eye
to its potential to undermine a key
bastion of US power in the region -
and all eyes are now on North
Korea, which may be keen to use
the political chaos to its advantage.

The US-South Korea alliance

Simone McCarthy

has long been seen by both coun-
tries as a cornerstone of peace in
the region, where North Korea
continues to threaten South Korea
and the US with its illegal weapons
program. That threat has only
become more acute as North Korea
has ramped up its partnership with
Russia, sending ammunition, mis-
siles, and soldiers, intelligence
officials say, to aid Moscow's war
against Ukraine.

"Any instability in South Korea
has major ramifications for our
Indo-Pacific policies," retired US
Col. Cedric Leighton told CNN's
Wolf Blitzer, pointing to how US
troops in the country are geared for
a "fight tonight" scenario against
North Korea. "The less stability
there is in South Korea the worse it
gets for us to fulfill our policy
goals." US President Joe Biden has
worked assiduously during his
time in office to bolster the US
partnership with South Korea,
meeting Yoon multiple times,
referring to the South Korean
leader as a "great friend," and ear-
lier this year passing his "Summit
for Democracy" to Yoon to host in
South Korea. Biden's efforts also
included a landmark 2023 summit
at Camp David with Japan and
South Korea, where the US presi-
dent navigated around historic mis-
trust between the two US allies to
broker enhanced trilateral coordi-
nation.

A US National Security Council
spokesperson expressed "relief"
after Yoon reversed course on what
the spokesperson described as his
"concerning declaration," adding
that "democracy is at the founda-
tion" of the US-South Korea
alliance. Despite US assurances

that the alliance remains "iron-
clad," the surprise move by Yoon
could cast a level of doubt on the
partnership and weaken the bur-
geoning Japan-South Korea part-
nership, observers say.

It also adds another level of
uncertainty on the eve of the return
to the White House of President-
elect Donald Trump, who has pre-
viously expressed skepticism
about the financial arrangement
between the US and South Korea
on hosting US troops. "Yoon's
actions most likely will raise ques-
tions about South Korea's reliabil-
ity and predictability as an ally and
a partner in the eyes of the United
States and Japan," said Rachel
Minyoung Lee, a senior fellow at
the Stimson Center think tank in
Washington.

"This is serious in light of the
fact that there is now a stronger-
than ever nuclear component in
the (US-South Korea) alliance,"
she added, pointing to a 2023
mechanism upgrading coopera-
tion on nuclear deterrence
between the US and South Korea,
which does not have its own
nuclear weapons but relies on the
US arsenal. The political turmoil
also raises a potential opening for
Kim Jong Un to capitalize on the
chaos.

The North Korean leader is
known to choose opportune politi-
cal moments for major weapons
tests - for example firing a new
intercontinental ballistic missile
days before the US presidential
election last month. "We know that
North Korea likes to lampoon
South Korea's democratic system
whenever there is tumult in Seoul,"
said Edward Howell, a lecturer in

politics at the University of Oxford
in the United Kingdom, who focus-
es on the Korean Peninsula.

"We should not be surprised if
Pyongyang exploits the domestic
crisis in South Korea to its advan-
tage, either rhetorically or other-
wise," he said. The developments -
and the potential, now, for a change
of leadership in South Korea - are
also likely being closely watched
by Beijing and Moscow, who both
deeply oppose US military pres-
ence in Asia.

In response from queries from
reporters, China's Foreign Ministry
on Wednesday said it has "no com-
ment" on South Korea's internal
affairs. Chinese leader Xi Jinping
and his officials in particular have
watched with ire as the US has
strengthened its partnerships with
allies in the region - in the face of
concerns in Washington about a
growing threat from Beijing and its
deepening security coordination
with Moscow.

And Yoon, who's taken a harder
line on North Korea than many of
his predecessors, has been a will-
ingly staunch partner of the US.
The Yoon government has also
suggested that deployment of
North Korean troops into Ukraine
could cause it to reassess the level
of military support it gives to the
war-torn country, to which it does
not directly supply lethal arms.

All that raises the international
stakes for the current political
moment, whatever its outcome for
Yoon, according to Howell. "At a
time when South Korea's interests
in the Ukraine war have gained
prominence, given North Korea's
now full-fledged involvement,
Seoul's cooperation with allies can-
not be hampered by domestic divi-
sion," he said.

Why Russia’s Opp must
not abandon Russian flag

N November 17, a
major protest
demonstration of

the Russian opposition in
exile took place in Berlin.
Some of the participants
carried Russian flags, not

the white and blue
triband used by some
campaigners, sparking

conflicts among the pro-
testers. Personally, I asso-
ciate Russia's tricolor
with Alexei Navalny's
2017-18 presidential cam-
paign. There is much that
can be said about why
Navalny achieved such
extraordinary political
success - running a
dynamic campaign,
becoming widely recog-
nized, and engaging tens
of thousands of Russians
in politics.

But in the context of the
flag, one thing stands out:
Navalny made dignity the
fundamental element of his
political narrative. That is
what, in my opinion, was
the essence of his premise:
the authorities shall not
treat us the way they do.
They shall not rob us, lie to
us, or trample over us. This
is our country, and we have
the right to be heard,
impact national decision-
making, and demand free-
dom and democracy.

It was clear to Navalny
that the only way to achieve
democracy in Russia was to
ignite the dream of it in as
many people as he could.
Acquiring power without
broad public support is
challenging. Maintaining it
and creating a lasting
democracy - a democracy
that relies on civic con-
sciousness and active polit-
ical involvement - is almost
unattainable.

Achieving this meant
awakening Russian society
to its potential, inspiring
and even angering it. He
wanted Russians to be
angry at the state's violation
of their boundaries. Yet, a
society stripped of its sense
of dignity develops an
alarming tolerance for such
violations, neglect, and vio-
lence. Inspiring them to
believe in themselves and
take action for a better
future is a daunting task.

The dignity that Navalny

directly and indirectly
appealed to, including
through embracing the

Russian flag, became an
antidote to passivity, iner-
tia, and atomization. The
people of Russia started to
recognize their strength,
unite, find their voices, and
fight back. The Russian
flag became a symbol of
this dignity and became the
central emblem of the
opposition. It was held high
at marches and rallies.
Police mauled those carry-
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ing it, tore it from their
hands and stamped on it.
The regime wanted to crush
these nascent sparks of dig-
nity and the will for change
because they were the
biggest threats to a system
that relies on brute force
and inculcates fear, help-
lessness, and despair.

It is important not to for-
get that Russian society is
not as savage or blood-
thirsty as it is sometimes
portrayed, including in
Western media. It is deeply
atomized, scared - especial-
ly of persecution - and pro-
foundly disillusioned, hav-
ing lost faith in itself and
any hopeful future after
thousands of broken prom-
ises. This has made it rather
passive, focused on the pri-
vate sphere, the one domain
still within its control. The
inaction is not society's
fault - it is just a reaction to
historical circumstances,
decades of rights being
stripped away, all those
years of lies and abuse.

This is what the opposi-
tion has been trying to com-
bat - via empowerment and
the discourse of dignity:
We are the country, not
Putin, and we will never let
them treat us this way. The
opposition has tried to con-
jure a positive vision of the
future - a free, prosperous,
and happy Russia. Through
patriotism without chauvin-
ism, which was also sym-
bolized by the Russian flag.

The Russian flag also
served another vital pur-
pose: it signaled the oppo-
sition's commitment to
Russia and its people. The
regime's myth that the
opposition serves Western
masters and seeks to harm
the country has been pro-
moted for decades. It has
always been a lie, but it
needed countering.
Navalny's genuine patriot-
ism, shared by thousands
of his supporters, their
love for Russia and desire
for freedom and democra-
cy were expressed in the
Russian flag. The tricolor
reminded us that our
country and our future
were at stake. It sent a
powerful signal to the
broader public: we are
fighting for you and your
future. Navalny's acclaim
demonstrated that people
believed in this - and they
were right.

The full-scale invasion
of Ukraine was a devastat-
ing blow to both this dis-
course of dignity and to the
Russian flag. Russia's dem-
ocratic opposition and its
supporters were horrified,
overwhelmed by guilt for
what was happening and
their inability to stop it.

"We have failed as a
nation", wrote Ilya
Krasilshchik, former pub-
lisher of Meduza, in a col-
umn early in the war. In this
self-perception, there was
no room for dignity - or for
the Russian flag.

Wracked with guilt and
shame, much of the opposi-
tion abandoned using the
Russian flag in their mes-
saging and at protests
abroad. Along with it, they
discarded a political dis-
course centered on identity,
dignity, patriotism, and the
interests of Russia and its
people. After all, what dig-
nity could there be when
civilians ~ were  being
bombed in Ukraine in our
name? How could one
speak of our own interests
or future when another
country's future was being
destroyed? How could the
Russian flag be used when
it now flew over occupied
Ukrainian cities?

This loss has distanced
the opposition from the
broader public and from its
own goals. It feels as if we
have nothing left to say to
Russians. True, we are
against the war. But what
do we want for ourselves,
our country, and our future?
Who are we, as Russians -
spineless slaves or a nation
deserving at least compas-
sion while being trapped
under a dictatorship?

Should we be ashamed
of our symbols, of fighting
for our interests and speak-
ing about our future? Do
we even deserve a digni-
fied, free, prosperous, and
happy future? At best, these
questions remain unan-
swered by the Russian
opposition.

Obviously, it is incredi-
bly challenging to have dia-
logues about such things
during a war. But I believe
that the Russian opposition
shall not forget: there has
never been, and never will
be, a more important task
than winning the hearts and
minds of Russians and
instilling in society a belief
in itself and a better future.

The best we can offer to
the world is not a burden
of guilt and shame, nor
proof of how virtuous and
righteous we are. The best
we can offer is peace, free-
dom, and democracy in
Russia - none of which can
be achieved without the
support of the majority of
the country. No one under-
stands better than we do
how to continue the fight
for freedom, and that is
why the most important
thing we can do for the
world is to stay true to our-
selves, embrace our roots
and support the discourse
of dignity - and the
Russian flag.

Troubled history of martial law

AST year, a blockbuster
I movie gripped South

Korea with a dramatiza-
tion of a painful memory from its
authoritarian past, when the
assassination of President Park
Chung-hee in 1979 led to a mili-
tary coup and plunged the coun-
try into the iron grip of martial
law.

So when South Koreans
watched in shock and anger as their
current president, Yoon Suk Yeol,
declared martial law on live TV
last night, some feared their demo-
cratic country was veering danger-
ously close to reenacting that dark
chapter. Yoon was forced to back
down and lifted the martial law
order just hours later, after law-
makers unanimously voted to
block the decree amid a fierce
national outcry. The night of
extraordinary events sent shock
waves across the country.

"Who would have thought that
in this day and age that martial law
would be declared? But it hap-
pened. And it was a surprise for all
of us," retired army Lt. Gen. Chun
In-bum told CNN. But the political
whiplash is far from over.

Six opposition parties submitted
a bill on Wednesday afternoon call-
ing for Yoon's impeachment,
Yonhap News Agency reported.
"The president lacks independent
power now," said Sungmin Park, a
political analyst at Min Consulting
in Seoul, saying Yoon's decree had
been "political suicide." An igno-
minious departure for Yoon would
be far from an anomaly; many of
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his predecessors also fell from high
office into disgrace. South Korea's
presidential history has been
marked by coups, imprisonment,
impeachment and an assassination
as the country transitioned from
decades of military dictatorship
into a vibrant democracy. The
republic's first president following
independence from Japan after the
Second World War was forced into
exile by a student revolt in 1960.
His successor held office for less
than two years before being ousted
in a coup.

Park, the next authoritarian pres-
ident who ruled for 18 years, was
shot dead in 1979 by his own intel-
ligence chief, unleashing an era of
turmoil and brutal dictatorial rule
that left an indelible mark on the
nation's political psyche. Soon after
Park's death, Chun Doo-hwan, an
army major general, seized power
in a coup and declared martial law,
arresting opponents, closing uni-
versities, banning political activi-
ties and stifling the press. That was
the last time martial law was
declared in South Korea. For many
citizens who lived through that era,
Yoon's decree, however short-lived,
served as a painful reminder of the
oppression and terror of military
rule.

In 1980, when student-led pro-
democracy demonstrations broke
out in the southern city of Gwangju
to protest his use of martial law,
Chun sent in the military to crush
the uprising, killing nearly 200

people. He ruled with an iron fist
until 1988, after he was forced by
mass protests to allow open presi-
dential elections demanded by a
nationwide pro-democracy move-
ment. In the 1990s, Chun was pros-
ecuted for the coup and the
Gwangju crackdown. He was sen-
tenced to death but later pardoned.
Since the late 1980s, South Korea
has transformed into a robust
democracy, with regular protests,
free speech, fair elections and
peaceful transfers of power. But its
domestic political scene remains
polarized and fractious, with presi-
dents on both sides of the political
divide often facing calls for
impeachment and prosecution.

Roh Moo-hyun, president from
2003 to 2008, committed suicide
while under criminal investigation
for alleged corruption after leaving
office. His successor, Lee Myung-
bak, was sentenced to 15 years in
prison for corruption after stepping
down. And Park Chung-hee's
daughter Park Geun-hye, South
Korea's first female president, was
impeached by the National
Assembly over influence peddling
by her top aide and friend. She was
sentenced to 24 years in prison for
corruption and abuse of power. She
was later pardoned.

Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at
Ewha University in Seoul, said
South Korean democracy takes a
high-stakes approach to both lead-
ership and accountability.
"Political parties often rise and fall

with charismatic individuals rather
than provide institutional continu-
ity based on ideology or policy," he
said. "A scandal-hungry media and
a public quick to mobilize mass
demonstrations make it difficult for
presidents to sustain public
approval. Legacies of developmen-
tal dictatorships include significant
authority being concentrated in the
top office but also a constitution
that limits the president to a single
five-year term.

"As a result, corruption and
abuse of power are frequent risks,
but so is retributive justice once or
after the leader has lost the moral
mandate to govern." Yoon's politi-
cal future now hangs in the bal-
ance, as calls for his resignation
mount across the political spec-
trum, as well as the impeachment
proceedings. The main opposition
Democracy Party said it had begun
formalizing plans for treason
charges against Yoon and his
defense and interior ministers,
Yonhap News Agency reported.
Yoon also faces rising discord
within his party, which has
opposed his move to introduce
martial law and called it unconsti-
tutional. The ruling People Power
Party is considering demanding the
resignation of Yoon's entire
Cabinet and the dismissal of his
defense minister, Yonhap reported.
It is discussing whether to demand
Yoon's resignation, Yonhap said.
Yoon's chief of staff and other top
officials have already submitted
their resignations.

CNN

New dynamics in
Russia-Ukraine conflict

S the Russia-
Ukraine war pro-
gresses from a bilat-

eral conflict to a global
power struggle, the diversi-
ty of actors on the battle-
field introduces new dimen-
sions to the conflict. Both
Ukraine and Russia are
integrating foreign fighters
into their military opera-
tions, transcending the use
of traditional armed forces.
This development has sig-
nificant implications for the
trajectory of the war and
profoundly impacts inter-
national diplomacy and
geopolitical balances.

States are creating foreign
military legions to fulfill the
need for flexible and rapid
response forces that can sup-
port their traditional military
capabilities.

From French and Spanish
forces in the colonial wars to
modern groups such as
Russia's Wagner Group and
Western military volunteers
in Syria, foreign legions are
present in conflicts as mili-
tary and ideological-political
assets. Similarly, in
Afghanistan, Irag, Chechnya,
and Nigeria, foreign fighters
motivated by ideology pro-
vided support to local resist-
ance movements, while inter-
national coalition forces and
volunteer soldiers played a
significant role in state-level
interventions. On Nov. 12,
2024, North Korea and
Russia approved a strategic
partnership agreement, there-
by taking a significant step in
strengthening the military
ties. The 23-article agree-
ment serves to institutional-
ize defense cooperation
between the two countries,
with a particular focus on

providing comprehensive
support against external
aggression.

The North Korean mili-
tary is renowned for its secre-
cy and discipline. It compris-
es approximately 1.28 mil-
lion active personnel and
600,000 reserves. The
mandatory military service
period lasts up to 10 years for

Mehmet Furkan Dundar International Legion to serve

men and 8 years for women.
Ideological training and loy-
alty to the regime are the core
structural elements of this
period. Nevertheless, short-
comings in military technolo-
gy and a paucity of interna-
tional experience give rise to
substantial skepticism regar-
ding the actual combat effec-
tiveness of the armed forces.

Speculation regarding the
deployment of North Korean
troops in support of Russian
military operations has elicit-
ed a range of responses from
the international community.
Despite the Russian govern-
ment's refutation of these
allegations, which it asserts
are limited to the exchange of
military  expertise, the
prospective consequences are
significant for both Russia

and North Korea.
For Russia, North Korean
troops could assist in

addressing manpower defi-
ciencies on the battlefield.
Additionally, due to their dis-
cipline and ideological com-
mitment, they may offer
advantages in specific mis-
sions. For North Korea, par-
ticipation could facilitate the
lifting of international sanc-
tions and contribute to the
strengthening of bilateral
relations with Russia.
Nevertheless, the alliance
entails certain risks. The
deployment of North Korean
troops could potentially lead
to morale issues among local
Russian forces and result in
coordination challenges on
the ground. Such actions
could also prompt the impo-
sition of more stringent sanc-
tions by Western powers. For
North Korea, the potential for
significant casualties or fail-
ures among its troops carries
with it the risk of unavoid-
able media attention, which
could ultimately damage the
regime's international stand-
ing. On Oct. 25, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy enacted legisla-
tion that permits foreign vol-
unteers in the Ukrainian

as officers. This decision
appears to be a strategic
move at a critical juncture in
the war. Initially regarded as
a symbolic entity, the
Ukrainian International
Legion, comprising fighters
from over 50 countries, has
assumed greater significance
as the war persists and the
necessity for seasoned lead-
ership  intensifies. The
appointment of foreign offi-
cers is regarded as a strategic
measure to address the deficit
of technical expertise and
combat experience.

Nevertheless, this course
of action entails certain risks.
It is possible that Ukrainian
soldiers may react unfavor-
ably to receiving orders from
foreign officers, which could
result in a decline in morale
and the emergence of internal
tensions. Furthermore, the
deployment of foreign offi-
cers may reinforce the per-
ception that Ukraine's mili-
tary operations are heavily
reliant on external assistance.

The mounting reliance on
foreign military forces by
both Russia and Ukraine may
be an indication of strategic
preparations for a prolonged
conflict. Nevertheless, this
reliance entails inherent risks
for both parties with regard to
the equilibrium of power and
motivation.

Language barriers and
operational challenges
reduce the effectiveness of
foreign fighters on the battle-
field for both Ukraine and
Russia, leading to coordina-
tion issues during combat.
These difficulties limit the
contributions of foreign units
and increase the burden on
local soldiers and command-
ers. In conclusion, the course
of this war will be shaped not
only by the actions on the
battlefield but also by the
ability of each side to main-
tain international support.
The strategic withdrawal of
the party experiencing a loss
of power and motivation will
ultimately determine the final
outcome of the conflict.
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Expanding telecommunication infrastructure

Engro partners with
VEON’s Jazz

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Engro Corporation is
pleased to announce a strategic part-

nership with Pakistan
Communications Limited

and its parent company VEON
Group, marking a significant step for-
ward in expanding Pakistan's digital
connectivity. This initiative aims to
drive affordable, widespread access
to telecommunication services, sup-
porting national efforts to bridge the

digital divide.

Through a scheme of arrangement,
Jazz's telecom infrastructure assets,
housed under its wholly owned sub-

sidiary Deodar (Private)

("Deodar"), will vest into Engro
Connect, a subsidiary of Engro
Corporation. Engro will guarantee the
repayment of Deodar's debt of USD
375 million and provide Jazz with an
additional USD 187.7 million. The
transaction is subject to corporate,
legal, and regulatory approvals.
Engro entered the telecommunica-
tion infrastructure sector in 2018 and

provides essential infrastructure to all
Mobile Network Operators (MNOs)
in Pakistan. This partnership is
designed to benefit the broader tele-
com ecosystem - by utilizing Engro's
infrastructure, MNOs will reduce
capital and operational expenditures,
allowing them to focus on delivering
enhanced services and expanding
coverage. This cost efficiency will
enable operators to reach underserved
areas, improving connectivity for
millions of Pakistanis and supporting
the nation's digital transformation.
Hussain Dawood, Chairman of
Engro Corporation,
"This partnership is transformative
both Engro and Pakistan's
telecommunications landscape. By
expanding our tower-sharing net-
work, we're helping MNOs deliver
essential services at reduced costs,
ultimately empowering communities
with better and more affordable con-
nectivity. Our longstanding relation-
ship with VEON's Jazz is strength-
ened through this collaboration, rein-
forcing our shared vision of a digital-
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commented:

ly inclusive Pakistan."

Ahsan Zafar Syed, President &
CEO of Engro Corporation remarked:
"Affordable and accessible digital
connectivity is the foundation of a
brighter,
Pakistan. This partnership is a step
forward in empowering millions of
people with opportunities to partici-
pate meaningfully in the nation's
social and economic progress."

more inclusive future for

Terzioglu, VEON Group

CEOQO, said: "Our collaboration with
Engro Corp, starting in Pakistan, our
largest market, will empower Jazz to
focus on innovative digital services
and cutting-edge technologies that
serve Pakistan's digital ambition. It
will also help VEON showcase the
wide range of opportunities for share-
holder value creation and new busi-
ness models across our markets."
Engro remains committed to fos-
tering collaborative solutions that
benefit communities and drive sus-
tainable economic growth, ensuring
that everyone, regardless of location,
can participate in the digital future.

SMEDA, PBA ink MoU to enhance

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Small and
Medium Enterprises
Development Authority

(SMEDA) and Pakistan
Banks’ Association (PBA)
inked a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
enhance access to finance
for the growth and sus-
tainability of the SMEs.
Federal Minister
Industries and Production
Rana Tanveer Hussain
also witnessed the MoU
signing here at SMEDA
Head Office on Friday.
The event was attended by
MolIP Federal Secretary
Saif Anjum, SMEDA CEO
Socrat Aman Rana and
PBA Chairman Zafar
Masud along with busi-
ness heads from HBL,
BoP and JS Bank.
Financial Services team
from B&SDS Division
SMEDA and other senior
officials from both organi-
sations were also present.
The partnership aims to
empower SMEs by
enhancing their bankabili-
ty through joint initia-
tives, including capacity
building, information
sharing, and research on
SME clusters and sectors.
The collaboration also
focuses on raising aware-

ness about government-
subsidized financing
schemes, improving
financial literacy, and

advocating for policies
that support SME growth.
Additionally, efforts will
also include enhancing
financial inclusion by
improving women entre-
preneurs’  access  to
finance through financial
literacy programs.
Commenting on the
partnership, Federal
Minister Rana Tanveer
Hussain said that SMEs,
as a backbone of
Pakistan’s economy, are
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fostering economic
resilience, employment,
and innovation in the

country. He observed that
SMEs face hurdles in
access to financing due to
a lack of financial literacy
and advisory support.

He stated, “The part-
nership of SMEDA with
financial institutions aims
to address these chal-
lenges through shared
resources, knowledge, and
expertise. This strategic
alliance between PBA and
SMEDA demonstrates our
dedication to empowering
SMEs by fostering financ-
ing opportunities, enhanc-
ing capacity building, and
establishing a strong
ecosystem to bridge finan-
cial gaps and integrate
SMEs into the formal
financial system.”

The Minister appreciat-
ed SMEDA’s efforts in
training, advisory, and
advocacy of SMEs and
also commended PBA’s
efforts in financial inclu-
sion and SME financing
through its member banks.

He hoped that the syner-
gy created through the part-
nership between SMEDA
and PBA would unlock new
opportunities for the SMEs

. et S
in Pakistan. However, he
urged SMEDA and PBA to
diligently achieve the
objectives outlined in the
MoU. He assured that the
Ministry of Industries and
Production would fully
support this collaboration
to strengthen the SME sec-
tor.

Federal Secretary
Industries and Production
Saif Anjum, in his

address, appreciated the
collaboration adopted
by SMEDA and PBA for
promoting SME financ-
ing. He termed the MoU a
major step forward in
strengthening Pakistan’s
SME ecosystem and
hoped that both organiza-
tions would focus on
improving SMEs’ access
to finance through mutual
commitment and shared
responsibility.

He assured to extend
the fullest support from
the Ministry of Industries
and Production to bring
positive  outcomes of
SMEDA and PBA’s part-
nership for enhancing
SME financing.

Earlier, SMEDA CEO
Socrat Aman Rana wel-
comed the guests and
highlighted objectives of

access to finance for SMEs growth

the SMEDA-PBA MoU.
He informed that SMEs
contribute 40 percent of
the GDP of Pakistan and
25 percent of overall
exports, besides providing
78 percent of non-agricul-
ture sector employment.
However,

access to  formal
finance has been a major
barrier to SME growth,
particularly in under-
served and marginalized
areas, he added and said
that the MoU with PBA is
a positive start to meet
this challenge that would
be maintained with regu-
lar reviews and close col-
laboration of the two
organizations for enhanc-
ing SME support.

Chairman PBA, Zafar
Masud expressed a firm
commitment to execute
the objectives set in the
SMEDA-PBA MoU. He
stated, “PBA is confident
that the collaboration with
SMEDA will facilitate
easier and enhanced
access to capital to the
SME sector, a priority
area of financing for the
banking industry and a

critical driver for
Pakistan’s economic
development.”

PSX stays bullish, gains 814
more points

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The 100-Index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) continued with
bullish trend on Friday,
gaining 814.98 more
points, a positive change
of 0.75 percent, closing at
109,053.95 points as
compared to
108,238.97points on the
last trading day.

A total of
1,697,842,022 shares
were traded during the

day as compared to
1,647,134,799 shares the
previous trading day,
whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs 57.487
billion against Rs. 63.229
billion on the last trading
day.

As many as 468 com-
panies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
233 of them recorded
gains and 200 sustained
losses, whereas the share
price of 35 companies

remained unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were
WorldCall Telecom with
368,901,309 shares at Rs
1.75 per share, Bank of
Punjab with 115,553,351
shares at Rs 10.84 per
share and Cnergyico PK
with 93,624,112 shares at
Rs.6.87 per share.

Rafhan Maize Products
Company Limited wit-
nessed a  maximum
increase of Rs.422.41 per

share price, closing at
Rs.8,512.85, whereas the
runner-up was Sapphire
Fibres Limited with Rs
55.98 rise in its per share
price to Rs 1,270.00.

Unilever Pakistan
Foods Limited witnessed
a maximum decrease of
Rs 64.41 per share closing
at Rs 20,616.67 followed
by PakistanTobacco
Company Limited with Rs
23.06 decline to close at
Rs1,266.07.

Gas price shock set to add to
Europe’s industrial pain

PARIS/OSLO/LONDON
(Reuters): Europe's strug-
gling industries are brac-
ing for a new gas price
shock over the coming
winter months, as colder
weather depletes stocks,
competition with Asia for
liquefied natural gas inten-
sifies, and the prospect of
reduced Russian supplies
looms.

Since the energy crisis
of 2022, when gas prices
peaked at nearly 350 euros
per megawatt hour
(MWh), dozens of firms
across Europe have closed
factories and cut activity
and jobs as high gas prices

undermined their competi-
tiveness.

Many are maintaining
reduced demand and lower

manufacturing  activity,
with negative implications
for Europe's sluggish
growth.

European Union gas
demand is 17% below the
five-year average
observed during pre-pan-
demic years.

At the same time, gas
prices are at their highest
level in over a year and
analysts predict they will
rise further.

"The concern is that we
are laying our guard down

because energy prices are
lower now than what we
saw in 2022," Svein Tore
Holsether, CEO of Oslo-
listed Yara (YAR.OL),
opens new tab, a fertiliser
company, told Reuters in
October.

"It’s  important  to
remind ourselves that
we’re still at much higher
levels than other key
regions like the U.S., the
Middle East, and Russia.”

Nervousness about the
expiry at the end of the
year of a Russian transit
deal to supply gas to
Europe via Ukraine has
helped to drive buying.

Francisco Blanch, the
head of commodity and
derivatives research at
Bank of America, said it
could push EU gas prices
as high as 70 euros/MWh
next year from nearly 50
euros/MWh now.

That compares with
average EU gas prices of
17.58 euros/MWh over
five years before the pan-
demic, LSEG data
showed.

EU-wide gas invento-
ries are 85% full, some 10
percentage points lower
than a year ago, according
to Gas Infrastructure
Europe data.

KARACHI: People are selecting and purchasing warm clothes displayed by vendor on his road side
setup near Saddar area as winter season approaching.

US job
growth
rebounds in
November

WASHINGTON

(Reuters): U.S. job
growth surged in
November after being

severely hindered by hur-
ricanes and strikes, but a
rise in the unemployment
rate to 4.2% pointed to an
easing labor market that
should allow the Federal
Reserve to cut interest
rates again this month.

The labor market's
resilience is driving the
economy, with the closely
watched employment
report from the Labor
Department on Friday
showing solid wage
growth last month. The
economy created 56,000
more jobs in September
and October than previ-
ously estimated.

"Today's payroll report
reinforces the case for a
Fed cut in December, but
without inciting any
meaningful worries about
the labor market," said
Seema Shah, chief global
strategist at Principal
Asset Management.

Nonfarm payrolls
increased by 227,000 jobs
last month after rising by
an upwardly revised
36,000 in October, the
Labor Department's
Bureau of Labor Statistics
said. Economists polled
by Reuters had forecast
payrolls  would gain
200,000 jobs following a
previously reported rise
of 12,000 in October.

Estimates for the job
gain ranged from 155,000
to 275,000. Job growth
has averaged 172,000 per
month over the past three
months.

The acceleration in
employment gains was
led by healthcare, with a
rise of 54,000 jobs spread
across ambulatory health-
care services, hospitals,
nursing and residential
care facilities.

Leisure and hospitality
payrolls increased by
53,000 jobs, which were
concentrated at restau-
rants and bars.
Government employment
increased by 33,000 posi-
tions, lifted by gains in
state government.

Manufacturing payrolls
rebounded by 22,000
positions as the end of
strikes at Boeing (BA.N),
opens new tab and anoth-
er smaller aerospace com-
pany boosted transporta-
tion equipment jobs by
32,000. Social assistance
payrolls increased by
19,000 jobs.

But the retail sector
shed 28,000 jobs, mostly
reflecting losses at gener-
al merchandise retailers.
Electronics and appliance
retailers, however, added
4,000 jobs.

The labor market
reeled in October from
Hurricanes Helene and
Milton as well as the
aerospace strike. The ini-
tial October payrolls
count also likely had been
curtailed by a shorter col-
lection period of respons-
es to the survey of estab-
lishments from which
payrolls are derived.

The initial response
rate for the establishment
survey was 47.4%, the
lowest reading since
January 1991 and well
below the 69.2% average
for October in the past
five years. The collection
period for the responses
was only 10 days, on the
lower end of the normal
10 to 16 days.

U.S. Treasury yields
fell after the release of the
data. The dollar was little
changed against a basket
of currencies. U.S. stocks
opened higher.

LCCI for immediate
action to end water crisis

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore = Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry
(LCCI) here Friday raised
the alarm over Pakistan’s
worsening water crisis,
calling for urgent, coordi-
nated and comprehensive
action plan to prevent an
impending disaster.

LCCI President Mian
Abuzar Shad, Senior Vice
President Engineer Khalid
Usman and Vice President
Shahid Nazir Chaudhry
feared catastrophic impli-
cations of declining water
resources and called for the
critical need for construct-
ing the Kalabagh Dam as a
long-term solution to miti-
gate the crisis.

They said that
Pakistan’s water resources
are diminishing at an
unprecedented rate, with
per capita availability
dropping from 5,600 cubic
meters in 1951 to below
1,000 cubic meters today,
pushing the country into
the water-scarce category.
Groundwater, which
accounts for approximate-
ly 60 percent of the coun-
try’s water consumption,
is being over-exploited. In
Lahore alone, the water
table is sinking by 1.5 to
2.5 meters annually,
threatening the availability
of this critical resource for
future generations.

LCCI President Mian
Abuzar Shad cautioned of
the far-reaching conse-
quences of the water crisis
on Pakistan’s economy,
food security and public
health. He said that with-
out water, there is no agri-
culture, no industry and no
sustainable livelihood. Our
inability to store and man-
age water effectively
results in billions of dol-
lars in economic losses
annually, particularly due
to unutilized floodwaters
and recurring droughts. He
said that the Kalabagh
Dam is not merely a devel-
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opment project but a
strategic  necessity  to
ensure water and energy
security.

LCCI office-bearers
underscored the transfor-
mational impact of build-
ing the Kalabagh Dam.
They said that currently,
Pakistan can store only 10
percent of its annual river
flows, compared to India’s
40 percent. The Kalabagh
Dam can store 6.1 million
acre-feet of water, enough
to irrigate millions of acres
of farmland and signifi-
cantly reduce flood dam-
age. Additionally, the dam
would generate 3,600 MW
of low-cost hydropower
and reduce reliance on
expensive thermal energy
and curbing energy short-
ages.

They also stressed the
need for a unified and col-
laborative approach to
address the crisis. The
water issue transcends
political boundaries and
must be treated as a matter
of  national  survival.
Provincial  reservations
regarding the Kalabagh
Dam must be resolved
through dialogue as the
dam’s benefits are universal
and far-reaching. They also
advocated for adopting
modern water management
practices, including smart
irrigation systems, rainwa-
ter harvesting and better
urban water planning.

The LCCI leaders pre-
sented a comprehensive
set of recommendations to
address Pakistan’s water
crisis saying that the gov-
ernment should expedite
the construction of not just
the Kalabagh Dam but
also other small and medi-
um-sized reservoirs to
enhance storage capacity.
They suggested transition
from water-intensive flood
irrigation methods to mod-

ern systems such as drip
and sprinkler irrigation,
which can save up to 50%
water.

The LCCI office-bearers
said that strict regulations
should be enforced to pre-
vent illegal and excessive
groundwater  extraction.
Nationwide = campaigns
should be launched to edu-
cate the public and indus-
tries on water conservation
practices. They added that
the government should
strengthen water manage-
ment institutions to ensure
efficient allocation and
usage of water resources.

The LCCI leadership
also linked the water crisis
to the growing impacts of
climate change making
Pakistan increasingly vul-
nerable to erratic rainfall
patterns, glacial melting
and extreme weather
events. They said that cli-
mate change has made
water scarcity an existen-
tial threat for Pakistan.
Without building reservoirs
like Kalabagh Dam, the
country will continue to
face catastrophic floods
during monsoon seasons
and acute shortages during
dry spells.

The LCCI leaders said
that the delaying action on
water management would
have dire consequences for
the nation. They said that
Pakistan loses over USD
12 billion annually due to
water-related inefficien-
cies. This includes losses
from flood damage,
decreased agricultural pro-
ductivity and energy short-
ages. These are costs the
nation can no longer
afford.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is informed that
Alamzeb Manan S/o Manan
Khan is the owner of House/Plot
No. 347/E-4/1-K Phase-7 Towa
Peshawar. He has lost original
documents of the said
house/plot. If someone found he
shall informed the undersigned.
Moreover, if any person attorney
holder or any financial institution
has any objection on it. Hefit
should contact the undersigned
on give phone number after pub-
lication of this advertisement
within 15 days. Otherwise,
Duplicate papers shall be issued
& later on no claim shall be
entertained. Housing Officer
(HQ) Phone: 091-9217037
Hayatabad Phase 5 PDA
Peshawar.

SUIT ADVERTISEMENT

In the Court of Miss Ambareen Navid Judge Banking Court-1 Peshawar

Federal Judicial Complex, Phase-7 Hayatabad Peshawar
Case No: 150/1 of 2024, Date of hearing: 23-12-2024 Suit for the declaration
Asif gul S/o Lugman gul R/o Mohallah tauheed abad, kharaki, Takkar Kot
road, Dargai, Distt: Malakand Vs: The Bank of Khyber etc
Notice Versus:- 1- The Bank of Khyber Through Manager, Dargai branch,
Malakand. 2- Tehsildar / Distt: Collector Revenue, The Bank of Khyber KP,
Mall road, BOK main branch Peshawar cantt. Where as the plaintiff has
instituted a suit for the declaration Against you under section 10(2) of the
Financial Institution leave of the court to appear and defend the suit within 30
days after receipt/ publication of the notice in the newspaper. Failing which
anexparty decree shall be passed in favour of the plaintiff Bank with costs.
Issue today on 05-12-2024 under my signature and seal of the Court.

Registerar | Banking Court-1 Peshawar
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PUBLIC NOTICE

It is Published Through This
Notice That | Akram Uddin S/o
Wazir Shah R/o Gulbarg no.2
Bamba Road House no.12
Peshawar Cantt is The owner of
Plot no 2614 Size 5 Marla
Registration no. 5382 PHA
Hangu Town Ship Tehsil &amp;
District Hangu Has Appointed as
Mr. Abdul Rahim S/o Abdul
Waheed R/o Quam Shalobar
Qamber Khel Kandi Zana khel
Tehsil Bara District Khyber,
Through (Special) Deed no. 159
Bahi no. 04 Volume no. 30
Dated 11/11/2021 which is
Registered in The office of
Tehsildar/Sub Registrar Hangu
The Attorney Holder now wants
to Transfer The Above Said Plot
If any Bank/ Institution/ Firm/
Person Has Any objection About
The Transfer He Should Contact
The Hangu PHA office Kohat
Within 15 Days in Writing with
Proofs otherwise Plot will be
Transfer and no objection will be
Accepted (Manager RFC Kohat
PHA Hangu Town Ship
Phone.0922-514515)

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is Published Through This
Notice That | Shah Zib Khan S/o
Bostan Khan R/o phase Il
Street no.3 House no. L3
Hayatabad Peshawar is The
owner of Plot no. 4252 Size 5
Marla Registration no. 4017
PHA Hangu Town Ship Tehsil &
District Hangu Has Appointed as
Mr. Abdul Rahim S/o Abdul
Waheed R/o Quam Shalobar
Qamber Khel Kandi Zana khel
Tehsil Bara District Khyber
Through (Special) Deed no. 156
Bahi no. 04 Volume no. 30
Dated 11/11/2021 which is
Registered in The office of
Tehsildar/Sub Registrar Hangu
The Attorney Holder now wants
to Transfer The Above Said Plot
If any Bank/ Institution/ Firm/
Person Has Any objection About
The Transfer He Should Contact
The Hangu PHA office Kohat
Within 15 Days in Writing with
Proofs otherwise Plot will be
Transfer and no objection will be
Accepted (Manager RFC Kohat
PHA  Hangu Town Ship
Phone.0922-514515)
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Pakistan team
departs for WSF

World C'ship
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The national squash
team of Pakistan
departed on Friday to
compete in the presti-
gious WSF World
Squash Team
Championship 2024 in
Hong Kong, China.
The  championship,
which brings together
top players from 26
countries, promises to
be a showcase of
world-class squash tal-
ent. The Pakistani con-
tingent includes play-
ers Muhammad Asim
Khan, Noor Zaman,

Nasir  Igbal  and
Abdullah Nawaz.
Muhammad Asim

Khan and Noor Zaman
will join the team
directly from South
Africa. The team will
be led by team manag-
er Air Cdre (R) Amir
Nawaz, with Fahim
Gul serving as the head
coach and Wasim
Umer as the fitness
coach. Pakistan’s open-
ing match in the cham-
pionship is scheduled
for December 9.

Pakistan
Women’s U19
camp begins
KARACHI (APP): The
15-member  Pakistan
U19 squad for the six-
team ACC Women’s
U19 T20 Asia Cup has
convened at the Hanif
Mohammad High-
Performance Centre in
Karachi for a five-day
camp. Zoofishan Ayyaz-
led Pakistan will depart

for Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia on 12
December.  Pakistan

team will undergo net
practice, fielding ses-
sions, match simulations
and T20 practice match-
es during the five days
under the supervision of
head coach Mohsin
Kamal and assistant
coach Muhammad
Hanif Malik. Former
Pakistan women’s play-
er Nahida Khan is the
fielding coach of the
side. Pakistan are placed
in Group A and will face
India on 15 December
and Nepal on 16
December before the
Super Four stage begins
on 19 December. The
final is scheduled for 22
December.  Pakistan
Women’s U19 squad:
Zoofishan Ayyaz (cap-
tain), Komal Khan
(vice-captain), Aleesa
Mukhtiar, Areesha
Ansari, Fatima Khan,
Fizza Fiaz, Haniah
Ahmer, Maham Anees,
Mahnoor Zeb,
Quratulain, Ravail
Farhan, Rozina Akram,
Shahar Bano, Tayyaba
Imdad, Wasifa Hussain.
Player Support person-
nel: Aisha Jalil (manag-

er), Mohsin Kamal
(head coach),
Muhammad Hanif

Malik (assistant coach),
Nahida Khan (fielding
coach), = Muhammad
Usman Shahid (analyst),
Rabia Siddiq (physio-
therapist), Muhammad
Rafi Ullah (media and
digital manager).

Players are used
to pressure: Slot

LONDON (Agencies):
Arne Slot says his
Liverpool players are
used to the pressure of
having to win as they
seek to maintain their
advantage at the top of’
the Premier League.
Slot's side are seven
points clear at the top
going into Saturday's
derby at  Everton
(12:30 GMT).
Liverpool did stretch
their lead to nine points
by beating Manchester
City last Sunday, but
that was trimmed on
Wednesday as they
drew 3-3 at Newcastle
while Chelsea and
Arsenal, their closest
challengers, both won.
Premier League cham-
pions City, meanwhile,
are nine points behind
the Reds after beating
Nottingham Forest on
Wednesday. "I think if
you play for Liverpool,
every day you feel
pressure because you
play at a big club,"
head coach Slot said.
"Everybody expects
two things from us -
that we win and that we
play good football.
"That's also the good
thing - that these play-
ers are used to this
being expected from
them - so, if we are top
of the league.

ADELAIDE: Mitchell Starc pins R Ashwin lbw.

Australia on top in 2nd India
Test after Starc takes six

ADELAIDE (AFP): Australia lost
opener Usman Khawaja but took first
day honours at the day-night second

Test in Adelaide Friday

Mitchell Starc onslaught saw India

crumble to 180 all out.

At the close, the hosts were 86-1
with Nathan McSweeney not out 38

from 97 balls and

Labuschagne on 20 after the visitors
were dismissed on the cusp of tea after
winning the toss and opting to bat.

A menacing Starc was India's chief
destroyer. He gave the hosts a dream
start in removing Yashasvi Jaiswal
with the first ball of the match and
ended with 6-48 -- his best Test figures.

In reply, Australia weathered 10
overs of the pink ball at dusk before
Jasprit Bumrah's persistence paid off,
finding extra movement and with it a
thick edge from Khawaja (13) that
carried to Rohit Sharma at slip.

McSweeney took 17 balls to get
off the mark and had a life on three
when dropped by wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant. But he made the most
of his fortune, showing maturity in
his second Test, while Labuschagne
survived a nervy start as he targets a

big score after a lean spell.

"It's been my role for a while to
attack the stumps and try and make
early inroads," said Starc. "Good way

after a

Marnus

to start a Test. A good day all up.

"To finish the day just one down...
to fight through that sustained pres-
sure from a quality bowling attack is
fantastic." India came into the clash
riding high after a 295-run victory at
the first Test in Perth, but Australia
have a formidable record in Adelaide,
winning all seven pink-ball Tests they
have played at the venue.

The visitors retained Jaiswal and
KL Rahul as openers in preference to
Rohit, who missed the first Test on
paternity leave and came in at six.

But the plan backfired as Starc
sensationally trapped Jaiswal lbw
from a swinging first ball, with the
left-armer's pumped-up celebration
showing how much it meant.

Jaiswal scored 161 in his last
innings. The returning Shubman Gill
then stroked two boundaries in an
eventful first over. But the runs dried
up and Rahul was at the crease for 40
minutes without scoring when he was
given out, caught behind off Scott
Boland. Rahul was walking off, but a
no-ball was called and he survived.
Five balls later and he had another
let-off, dropped by Khawaja.

Undeterred, he battled on before
Starc wove his magic again to remove
him for 37. Virat Kohli roared back to
form in Perth with an unbeaten centu-

With

ry but he was no match for Starc this
time, out for seven when Steve Smith
collected a slip catch. Gill weathered
the storm, but his luck ran out just
before the first break when he fell Ibw
on 31 to the relentless Boland.

'Still in the game'

"I thought Australia did well, they
set us up nicely with some of the dis-
missals, but also I don't think 86-1 is a
true reflection of how we bowled,"
said India bowling coach Morne
Morkel. "I know the score looks like a
big gap between the two teams, but we
still feel we're in the game." Six wick-
ets tumbled in the second session,
including Rohit (3) and Pant (21).

Pant should have gone for five, but
McSweeney spilled a sharp chance in
the gully off Boland, in the side for the
injured Josh Hazlewood. But the 35-
year-old got his reward four balls later,
beating Rohit's bat to trap him lbw.
Pant fell to a vicious climbing ball
from Pat Cummins before a hostile
Starc returned and took care of
Ravichandran Ashwin (22) and Harshit
Rana (0) in the space of four balls.

India in trouble, Nitish

Kumar Reddy took charge, clobber-
ing two big sixes in one Boland over
for his highest Test score of 42 before
he and Bumrah fell to Starc and
Cummins respectively.

Champions T20 Cup begins with
a double-header on Saturday
ek He o

RAWALPINDI (Monitoring
Desk): The Champions T20
Cup, scheduled  from
December 7 to 25 at
Rawalpindi Stadium, is set to
not only crown a champion
among five competitive
teams but also serve as a crit-
ical platform for Pakistan's
preparations for the upcom-
ing white-ball mega-events
in 2025 and 2026, including
the ICC Champions Trophy
and the ICC T20 World Cup.

The tournament, which
features 22 matches over 19
days, including six double-
headers and eight single-
headers, will begin with a
double-header as Imam-ul-
Hag-led Nurpur Lions will
take on Iftikhar Ahmed’s
UMT Markhors in the first
match at llam tomorrow
while in the second match
Mohammad Haris’ Allied
Bank Stallions will take on
Shadab Khan-led Lake City
Panthers at 3.30pm.

Double-header matches
will begin at 1lam and
3.30pm, while single-header
games are set for 12pm. The
tournament will be broadcast
live on leading sports chan-
nels, ASports HD, Geo Super
and PTV Sports while the fans
can catch up on the exciting
action by streaming the games
on Myco and Tamasha.

Five formidable teams—
ABL  Stallions, Engro
Dolphins, = Lake  City
Panthers, Nurpur Lions and
UMT Markhors—will com-
pete in a double-league for-
mat, with each team playing
the others twice. The top
team from the league stage
will advance to the 25
December final while the
second and third placed
teams will compete in a
Qualifier, ensuring an
intense battle for supremacy.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) has strategi-
cally planned the
Champions Cup events to
provide players with high-
pressure opportunities that
bridge the gap between
domestic and international
cricket. The first event of
the Champions Cup series,
played in List-A format,
was held successfully in
Faisalabad in September,
throwing some good talent.

g =i g

Recognising
lenges faced by emerging
talent transitioning to the
international stage, the ini-
tiative aims to enhance
their adaptability and readi-
ness for global competition.
The first step towards the
next T20I mega event has
already been taken through
the induction of some new
players in the T20I series in
Australia, Zimbabwe and
South Africa.

Adding to the tourna-
ment’s appeal is the mentor-
ship of cricketing legends
Saglain Mushtaq, Sarfaraz
Ahmed, Shoaib Malik,
Misbah-ul-Haq and Wagqar
Younis. Their guidance is
expected to hone players'
skills and instill the fearless,
high-impact style of cricket
that has become essential in
the modern T20 game.

Tournament director
Wahab Riaz is confident the
event will be a launchpad
for young players. "PCB
has been working really
hard to improve and to give
a lot of exposure to young
players and I think with this
tournament players will
learn a lot by sharing the
dressing room with those
who have played interna-
tional cricket and under the
guidance of mentors the
learning will be precious.

“From here on, once they
enter the international arena
they don't have to worry
about the pressure and
would be equipped to meet
the demands," said Wahab.

Continuing from the
trend in the Champions One-
Day Cup and in order to give
the players quality exposure,
the PCB has also paired each
of the five teams with a
major media house, ARY
News-Allied Bank Stallions,
Geo News-Engro Dolphins,
Hum News-UMT Markhors,
Samaa News-Nurpur Lions

Panthers, which will also
boost the tournament’s reach
to the fans.

The players and the
teams will benefit from the
presence of these media
houses on board as they
will bring the fans closer to
the action and the day to
day happenings of the tour-
nament. Packed with abun-
dant talent and backed by
seasoned mentors, the
Bahria Town Champions
T20 Cup promises to deliv-
er thrilling contests while
laying a strong foundation
for Pakistan's next genera-
tion of cricket stars.

The fans in Rawalpindi
are known for filling the
Stadium in various colours
and always enjoy the game
to the maximum. Ram-slam
style of cricket will be
warming them in the cool
winter weather. Top hitters
like Fakhar Zaman,
Mohammad Haris, Shadab
Khan, Azam Khan, Asif
Ali, Haider Ali, Iftikhar
Ahmed, Khushdil Shah,
Abdul Samad and
Muhammad Akhlaq et. al
will be main attraction for
the fans. The likes of
Zaman Khan, Ubaid Shah,
Musa Khan will not only
stop the flow of runs but are
also expected to send the
stumps cartwheeling.

Squads: Stallions:
Mohammad Haris (captain,
wicket-keeper), Azam
Khan (subject to fitness),
Hussain  Talat, Maaz
Sadaqat, Mehran Mumtaz,
Mohammad Ali,
Mohammad Amir Khan,
Mohammad Mohsin,
Shamyl Hussain, Shoaib
Malik, Tahir Hussain,
Taimur Khan, Ubaid Shah,
Usman Tariq (subject to fit-
ness), Yasir Khan and
Zaman Khan

Reserves: Ahmed Safi

Abdullah, Jahandad Khan (to
join after 14 Dec), Nasir
Nawaz and Shoaib Akhtar Jnr

Dolphins: Faheem
Ashraf (captain), Asif Ali,
Kashif Ali, Mirza Tahir
Baig, Mohammad Huraira,
Mohammad Rameez Jnr,
Mohammad Suleman,
Muhammad Akhlagq,
Muhammad Ghazi Ghori
(wicket-keeper),  Qasim
Akram, Sahibzada Farhan,
Salman Irshad, Sameen
Gul, Saqib Khan, Shayan
Sheikh and Umar Amin

Reserves:  Thsanullah,
Salman Khan Afridi, Waqar
Ahmed

Panthers: Shadab Khan
(captain), Abdul Wahid
Bangalzai, Ahmed Bashir,
Amad Butt, Danish Aziz,
Haider Ali, Irfanullah Shah,
Mohammad Ibtisam,
Mohammad Umar (subject
to fitness), Mubasir Khan,
Rehan  Afridi, Rizwan
Mehmood, Sajid Khan,
Sharjeel Khan (subject to
fitness), Umar Siddiq (wick-
et-keeper) and Usama Mir

Reserves: Ali Asfand,
Aqib Liaqat, Azan Awais,
Mohammad Zeeshan and
Yousuf Babar (stand-by for
Sharjeel Khan)

Lions: Imam-ul-Haq
(captain), Aamer Yamin,
Arif Yaqoob, Faisal Akram,
Hasan Nawaz, Khushdil
Shah, Mohammad Junaid,
Mohammad Salman,
Mohammad Taha,
Muhammad Awais Zafar,
Musa Khan, Rohail Nazir
(wicket-keeper),  Shahab
Khan, Shahid Aziz, Sharoon
Siraj and Zeeshan Malik

Reserves: Afaq Afridi,
Mohammad Awais Anwar,

Mohammad Faiq and
Sajjad Ali Hashmi
Markhors: Iftikhar

Ahmed (captain), Abdul
Samad, Akif Javed, Bilawal

Bhatti, Bismillah Khan
(wicket-keeper), Fakhar
Zaman, Khawaja
Mohammad Nafay,
Mohammad Faizan,
Mohammad Imran Jnr,
Mohammad Nawaz,

Mohammad Sarwar Afridi,
Muhammad Imran
Randhawa, = Muhammad
Shehzad, Nisar Ahmed,
Saad Masood and Zahid
Mehmood.

Kyrgios to
make Grand
Slam return

in Australia

SYDNEY (Agencies):
Nick Kyrgios has used his
protected ranking to secure
a place in the main draw of
January's Australian Open.

Kyrgios, 29, has not
played at a Grand Slam
since September 2022
when he lost in the quarter-
finals of the US Open.
Britons  Jack  Draper,
Cameron Norrie, Katie
Boulter, Emma Raducanu,
Sonay Kartal and Jodie
Burrage have also been
confirmed on the main
draw list. The Australian
Open begins on 12 January.

A series of knee, foot and
wrist injuries have inter-
rupted Kyrgios' career over
the past two years. The
Australian has not compet-
ed since June 2023 but he is
planning a return to action
at the World Tennis League
event in Abu Dhabi from
19-22 December. Kyrgios,
who was beaten by Novak
Djokovic in the 2022
Wimbledon final, is due to
feature in his first competi-
tive tournament at the
Brisbane International later
in December. Like Kyrgios,
Tokyo 2020 gold medallist
Belinda Bencic is also set to
use her protected ranking to
enter the Australian Open
main draw after missing all
of this year's Grand Slams
following the birth of her

daughter Bella in April.
British number one
Draper has never gone

beyond the the second round
at the Australian Open but
will be hoping to build fur-
ther momentum after reach-
ing the semi-finals of the US
Open in September. Kartal,
23, will make her main draw
debut in Melbourne, while
Burrage, 25, had a first-
round exit in 2024.

Defending  champions
Jannik Sinner and Aryna
Sabalenka, who top the
men's and women's rank-
ings, are both on the main
draw list, while 24-time
Grand Slam champion
Djokovic, who is targeting a
record 11th Australian Open
crown, is also confirmed for
the event. Former world
number four Kei Nishikori is
another player using his pro-
tected ranking to return to
the Australian Open for the
first time since 2021.

Bangladesh
beat Pakistan
in U19 Asia

Cup semi-final

DUBAI (Monitoring Desk): Bangladesh U19 beat
Pakistan U19 in the first semi-final of the ACC U19
Men’s Asia Cup by seven wickets here at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium (DICS) on Friday after-
noon. Chasing a modest target of 117 runs, Bangladesh
cruised to victory in 22.1 overs.

Earlier in the day, Pakistan lost opening batters inside
the first three overs after being put in to bat first. Usman
Khan and Shahzaib Khan were dismissed for ducks by
left-arm pacer Maruf Mridha.

No. 3 batter, Mohammad Riazullah (28, 65b, 2x4s) and
skipper Saad Baig (18, 41b, 3x4s) knitted 42 runs for the
third wicket but were removed by player of the match
Igbal Hossain Emon. Farhan Yousaf, who walked in to
bat at 74-5 hit three sixes and one four in his run-a-ball 32
and fell in the 34th over with the score reading 113-7.

Bangladesh wrapped up Pakistan’s innings for 116 in
37 overs as Igbal bagged four wickets for 24 runs. Maruf
Mridha registered bowling figures of 2-23 while Al Fahad
and Debasish Deba picked up one wicket each.

In turn, captain Azizul Hakim struck an unbeaten
42-ball 61 including seven fours and three sixes with
Mohammad Shihab James chipping in with 26 off 36
balls with the help of four boundaries. For Pakistan,
Naveed Ahmed Khan, Abdul Subhan and Ali Raza dis-

missed one batter each.

Scores in brief:
Bangladesh U19 beat Pakistan U19 by seven wickets,
Dubai International Cricket Stadium
Pakistan U19 116 all out, 37 overs (Farhan Yousaf 32,
Mohammad Riazullah 28; Igbal Hossain Emon 4-24,

Maruf Mridha 2-23)

Bangladesh U19 120-3, 22.1 overs (Azizul Hakim 61
not out, Mohammad Shihab James 26; Naveed Ahmed

Khan 1-13)
Player of the match
(Bangladesh U19).

— Igbal Hossain Emon

Lionel Messi
named MLS Most
Valuable

Player for 2024

NEW YORK (Reuters): Lionel Messi has been named the
2024 Landon Donovan MLS Most Valuable Player fol-
lowing a campaign in which he captained Inter Miami to
their first-ever Supporters' Shield as top club in the regu-
lar season, the league said on Friday.

In his first full MLS season after joining Miami in
July 2023, Messi had 20 goals and 16 assists in 19
matches while his club set a league record with a 74-
point campaign before a stunning first-round elimina-
tion from the playoffs. "I would have liked to receive
this award in another situation, being able to play the
final (on) Saturday," Messi said in comments provided
by MLS from MVP ceremony.

"We had a big dream of being MLS champions this
year. It didn't happen, but next year we'll come back
stronger to try again." For Messi, the MVP award is yet
another accolade in an illustrious career that includes a
World Cup winner's medal and a record eight Ballon d'Or
awards as the world's best soccer player.

The 37-year-old Argentine is the first player in Inter
Miami history to earn the MLS's highest individual hon-
our, which was renamed in 2015 after former MVP
Donovan, who played a key role is establishing the league.

The Miami captain also joined Mexico's Carlos Vela in
2019 (LAFC, 34 goals, 15 assists) and Italy's Sebastian
Giovinco in 2015 (Toronto FC, 22 goals, 16 assists) as the
only players in MLS history with at least 20 goals and 15
assists in a season. Messi beat out Columbus Crew for-
ward Cucho Hernandez, Portland Timbers midfielder
Evander, D.C. United’s Christian Benteke and Miami
teammate Luis Suarez to take home the award.

"Leo, congratulations. On behalf of our entire
league, all of our country, and everybody that loves the
game here and throughout the world, we're honoured to
have you in our league," said MLS Commissioner Don
Garber. "To have the best player in the world be the best
player in Major League Soccer is something that
dreams are made of for all of us."

Norris fastest as Leclerc hit
with 10-place grid penalty

ABU DHABI (AFP/APP):
British driver Lando Norris
led Australian team-mate
Oscar Piastri in second prac-
tice on Friday as McLaren
turned up the heat in their
bid to secure the construc-
tors' title at the season-end-
ing Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.
Ferrari's Charles Leclerc
had topped the opening
practice session at the Yas
Marina Circuit ahead of
Norris and Lewis
Hamilton, but the
Monegasque driver was
then penalised for taking a
new battery pack on his car.
Leclerc's 10-place grid
penalty for Sunday's race
compromises the Italian
team's bid to capture a first
constructors' title since
2008. Ferrari are seeking to
overturn a 21-point deficit
on leaders McLaren, who
last won the constructors'
title in 1998, this weekend.
Norris clocked one minute
and 23.517 seconds to beat
Piastri by two-tenths of a sec-
ond, ahead of third-placed

Nico Hulkenberg of Haas.
Carlos Sainz was fourth
fastest in the second Ferrari
followed by seven-time
champion Lewis Hamilton,
the British driver in his last
race weekend with Mercedes.

Leclerc was sixth in the
second Ferrari ahead of
Sauber's Valtteri Bottas,
Kevin Magnussen in the
second Haas, Williams' Alex
Albon and RB's Yuki
Tsunoda. The feuding
George Russell of Mercedes
and newly-crowned four-
time world champion Max
Verstappen struggled to
find the pace and wound
up 13th and 17th, respec-
tively, in a largely unevent-
ful twilight session.

It began in cooling condi-
tions after a hot day as the
sun set in Abu Dhabi, RB's
Liam Lawson setting the
early pace in 1:25.537,
before Leclerc took over and
then Norris. Hamilton slotted
into second to repeat the top
three from opening practice.

- Verstappen baby news -

Verstappen, complaining
about his front axle perform-
ance, had sat out the earlier
run as news that he is to
become a father for the first
time with Kelly Piquet,
daughter of Brazil's triple
world champion Nelson
Piquet, was confirmed in a
social media post. Piquet has
a daughter, born in 2019,
with former Red Bull driver
Russian Daniil Kvyat.

"The understeer is ridicu-
lous," reported the
Dutchman on team radio,
while Russell, with whom he
has fallen out in spectacular,
acrimonious fashion, said his
"cockpit is still reasonably
toasty", referring to the tem-
perature of 27 degrees
Celsius (80.6 Fahrenheit).
Between the sessions, Red
Bull's chief Christian Horner
had hit back at Mercedes
boss Toto Wolff's description
of him as a "yapping little
terrier" for interfering in the
Verstappen-Russell feud by
describing the Mercedes
driver as "hysterical".
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Meta's e-commerce

ISLAMABAD (APP):
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Naqvi announces
completion of Serena
Chowk interchange
in 3 months

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal =~ Minister  for
Interior Mohsin Naqvi on
Friday visited the Serena
Chowk Interchange project.

He highlighted that the
Serena Chowk Interchange
project will now be com-
pleted in 3 months instead
of 10 months. He tasked the
CDA to complete the proj-
ect ahead of schedule.

countries and joint He reviewed the con-
efforts were needed to | struction work and inspect-
deal with on-line | ed the ongoing construction
threats. He said that| activities on the project. He

gave directions for the time-

utilize Meta-applica- | ly completion of the project.
tions positively and | The Interior Minister said
make them beneficial | that the completion of this

mega project will resolve
the problem of traffic in the

capital for years.

He assured that people
from other cities coming to
Islamabad would also get
convenience in transporta-
tion. He added that Serena
Chowk Interchange will
now be built in just 3
months instead of 10
months and the task has
been assigned in this regard.

Mohsin Naqvi said that
under the Serena Chowk
Interchange project, 2
underpasses and connect-
ing roads are being built.
He stated that he was per-
sonally monitoring the
project to ensure its com-
pletion within the stipulated
period. He instructed that
the project should be com-

pleted within the stipulated

period by continuing 24/7
construction work.

The Interior Minister
stressed that during the
construction work, the
alternative traffic plan
should be strictly imple-
mented.

He emphasized that the
best management must be
made to ensure the flow of
the traffic. The Interior
Minister was given a
detailed briefing regarding
the construction of Serena
Chowk Interchange.

Chairman CDA, Deputy
Commissioner Islamabad
and other senior officers
were also present on the
occasion.

Speakers condemn Israeli
genocide against Palestinians

mutually.
IESCO notifies ISLAMABAD (APP):
power suspension Senator Lieutenant Generai
programme (Retd) Abdul Qayyum on

Friday strongly condemned

Islamabad Electric | the brutal genocide of the
Supply Company | oppressed Palestinians by
(IESCO) on Friday | the Israeli forces demanding

an immediate and uncondi-

sion programme for | tional cease-fire and end to
Sunday for various | brutalities against the
areas of its region due | Palestinian people.

Addressing the Palestine
Conference organized by
the Islamabad Crescent
Lions Club at Anam School
Foundation in connection
with the International Day
of Solidarity with the
Palestinians, Qayyum said
that the so-called modern
world has undoubtedly
made immense progress in

science and technology but
in terms of adherence to
international laws, deci-
sions of the International
Court of Justice, protection
of human rights and accept-
ance of high human values,
the world still seems buried
in a huge deep pit with a
disgusting face.

"We express our unwa-
vering support for the
inalienable right of the peo-
ple of Palestine and
Kashmir to self-determina-
tion and for the relevant
OIC and UN resolutions on
Palestine that call for the
withdrawal of Israeli forces
from the occupied
Palestinian territories, and
for a peaceful and negotiat-

ed solution to the conflict.”

Former Federal
Secretary Syed Naseer
Gilani on the occasion said
that Israeli attacks against
schools, hospitals, places of
worship, shelters and
refugee camps and its
killing of aid workers and
journalists in unprecedent-
ed numbers was an absolute
violation of international
humanitarian law.

He urged the internation-
al community to take
urgent measures to prevent
Israel from further under-
mining regional peace and
stability, including the pre-
vention of Israeli aggres-
sion against Lebanon and
other regional countries.

SILKROAD
CULTURE
CENTER

ar

.

ISLAMABAD: Former Federal Minister of National Heritage Jamal Shah addressing
a press conference to brief about Grand Launch of Silk Road Culture Centre Pakistan.

Shaza calls for joint Efforts
to ensure Online Safety

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for IT
and Telecommunication,
Shaza Fatima Khawaja has
said that online safety is a
significant challenge
requiring collective efforts
to address online threats.
"Children are particu-
larly vulnerable to online
dangers. Online safety is a
big challenge, and joint

and Khanna police | efforts are crucial to
teams took legal action | counter these threats. We
against accused | must unite to combat

online threats," she said
during a meeting with
Miranda Sissons, Global

Human Rights
Lead for Meta.
According to a press
release, the meeting
focused on matters of
mutual interest, particular-
ly digital safety. Meta's
Public Policy Head in
Pakistan, Dania Mukhtar,
also attended the meeting.
Shaza Fatima highlight-
ed the growing risks asso-
ciated with online threats
in today's digital age, par-
ticularly for children and
young people. "The
increasing prevalence of
online threats places inter-

Policy

net users, especially chil-
dren, at greater risk," she
added.

The minister reiterated
the government's commit-
ment to strengthening
cybersecurity and improv-
ing the digital ecosystem
nationwide. She also
stressed the importance of
ensuring the availability of
quality content on social
media platforms.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Member IT, Syed
Junaid Imam, and Member
International Coordination,
Imad Memon.
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Public grievance
redressal 1s top
priority: IGP
ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi,

held a Khuli Katchery
(open court) at the Central

Police Office on Friday.
During the khuli katchery, | ISLAMABAD (APP): safer and more responsible
he listened to the issues of | PML-N Senator online environment for all

citizens and police officers

Afnanullah Khan Friday

citizens. He emphasized

Govt committed to
protecting citizens'
rights online: Khan

internet and emphasized his
commitment to resolving
the issue promptly.

and issued directives to sen-
ior police officers on the spot
for timely resolution of their
concerns, a police
spokesman told APP. He said
that resolving citizens' issues
on merit is our top priority.
Negligence and carelessness
in duties will not be tolerat-
ed. Citizens facing any issue
related to the police can
come to the Khuli Katchery.
My oftice is always open for
my citizens, the IG said.

IG further directed the
officers to resolve the citizen
grievances on merit within
the stipulated time frame and
report back to the Central
Police Office. He directed all
SDPOs and SHOs to adhere
to the designated office
hours and prioritize resolv-
ing citizens' issues.

announced that the govern-
ment is taking steps to
amend social media laws
and prevent the spread of
misinformation and base-
less propaganda, while
also safeguarding freedom
of expression from internal
and external interference.

In an exclusive interview
to a private news channel,
Senator Afnanullah Khan
said the government is
committed to protecting cit-
izens' rights online and is
taking steps to regulate
social media which aims to
prevent the spread of misin-
formation and ensure that
social media platforms are
used responsibly.

He said our goal is to
regulate social media
which should create a

that the current laws are
not only demoralizing but
also perpetuating misin-
formation, posing a signif-
icant threat to the coun-
try's social fabric.

He stressed that a com-
prehensive overhaul of
these laws is imperative to
prevent the spread of fake
news, protect citizens'
rights and maintain social
harmony. According to Dr
Afnan Ullah, certain mali-
cious elements are exploit-
ing disinformation as a
means to coerce and black-
mail both the government
and the general public.

Responding to a query
about the issue of slow
internet, Dr Afnan Ullah
acknowledged the frustra-
tion caused by the slow

Dr. Afnan further stated
that he will revisit the mat-
ter in upcoming meetings,
where he will provide a
comprehensive update on
the progress made.

He expressed optimism
that a swift resolution to the
issue is on the horizon,
bringing relief to those
affected by the slow inter-
net connectivity.

According to Dr Afnan
Ullah, the primary cause of
the slow internet connectiv-
ity is attributed to technical
issues related to link fire-
wall management and data
transmission. He assured
that these matters will be
thoroughly discussed and
promptly addressed to
ensure a swift resolution to
the problem.

Senate panel slams CDA over missing
property files, warns of action

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Senate
Committee on Government
Assurances on Friday criticized the
CDA’s handling of missing property
files for houses in Islamabad’s I-10/4
and F-11/3 sectors and warned that
the matter would be raised with the
Senate Chairman if not resolved
within the specified time-frame.

The committee meeting, chaired
by Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan, dis-
cussed the issue of missing property
files for houses in Islamabad's I-10/4
and F-11/3 sectors.

The Capital Development
Authority (CDA) stated that they
have launched an internal inquiry and
are re-verifying all cases, revealing
that the allotment of a plot in 1-10/4
was fraudulent. The secretary of the
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs
emphasized the sensitivity of the mat-
ter, suggesting a review of the origi-
nal court orders to confirm if an
appeal was filed.

The missing file of the plot in
Sector F-11/3 was also deliberated.
The Secretary of the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs noted that this
matter had not been raised as an
assurance in the House and empha-
sized the need to follow proper proce-
dures within the Senate Committee’s
mandate. The Committee Chairman,
with the agreement of members,
directed that the case be addressed
through the appropriate channels.

The Committee also reviewed the
assurance made by the Minister for
Information Technology and
Telecommunication  during the
Senate session on 04 August 2022
regarding the lack of 4G data and
voice call services in the Dheri Mera
area, Abbottabad district.

Senator Kamran Murtaza, who
brought up the issue, expressed frus-
tration over the lack of progress and
the ongoing poor conditions. Other
Committee members pointed out that
areas in Balochistan and Waziristan
face even greater challenges and sug-
gested including all regions with con-
nectivity issues in the list of recom-
mendations. An update on this matter
will be discussed at the next meeting.

The Committee also reviewed the
assurance provided by the minister
for National Health Services,
Regulations, and Coordination during
the Senate sitting on January 4, 2022,
regarding the provision of an MRI
machine at the Federal Government
Polyclinic Hospital and the repair of
the MRI machine at the Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS),
Islamabad. It was reported that the
MRI machine at PIMS has been oper-
ational since September 2023.

The MRI machine for the
Polyclinic Hospital, however, will be
installed in February 2025, as per
negotiations with the Government of
Japan. Although the machine has

already arrived at the hospital, the
installation was delayed due to the
current situation in the country, with
the Government of Japan now sched-
uling it for February next year.
Additionally, the Committee dis-
cussed the challenges associated with
the claims process provided by

Jubilee Insurance for Bahria
University employees. The Higher
Education Commission (HEC)

reported that out of 5,706 cases,
5,693 have been approved, with only
13 cases pending.

These remaining cases are antici-
pated to be resolved within 10 work-
ing days. Similarly, the issue of a road
constructed by  the  Capital
Development Authority (CDA) on
Quaid-e-Azam University's land was
addressed. It was reported that the
compensatory land has now been
allocated.

Senators present included Gurdeep
Singh, Kamran Murtaza, Dost
Muhammad Khan, Kamil Ali Agha,
and Haji Hidayatullah Khan, along
with the Secretary of the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs, the Additional
Secretary of the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs, the Special
Secretary of the Ministry of Interior,
the Special Secretary of the Ministry
of National Health Services,
Regulations and Coordination, and
senior officials from the relevant
departments.

Round Table Discussion on "'From Promises to Progress: An
Overview of Pakistan's Fight Against Gender-Based Violence"

the National

Assembly,

ate GBV. She shared her efforts

renowned journalist, writer, and

prehensive strategies to prevent

Moreover four abscon-
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SSP
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Parliamentary Caucus (WPC) in
collaboration with the Centre for
Peace and Development
Initiatives (CPDI) held a signifi-
cant round table discussion titled
"From Promises to Progress: An
Overview of Pakistan's Fight
Against Gender-Based Violence"
at the National Assembly. The
event brought together a diverse
group of stakeholders, including
civil society members, promi-
nent women parliamentarians,
legal experts, students and young
activists to address the pressing
issue of gender-based violence
(GBYV) in Pakistan.

The event commenced with
introductory remarks by the
Executive Director of CPDI, Mr.
Mukhtar Ahmad Ali, who high-
lighted the persistent issue of
gender-based  violence  in
Pakistan despite the existence of
numerous laws. The speaker
emphasized the need to bridge
the gap between legislation and
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Saqib Mushtaq addressing structural violence
embedded within societal norms
ISLAMABAD: Women and institutions.

Dr. Shahida Rehamani,
Secretary of the Women's
Parliamentary Caucus (WPC),
underscored the significance of
the WPC as a platform for advo-
cating women's rights and pro-
moting gender-sensitive legisla-
tion. She highlighted the impor-
tance of media in raising aware-
ness about GBV and the crucial
role of women parliamentarians
in championing women's rights.

The Chief Guest, Senator
Sherry Rehman, President of the
Pakistan National Group of the
Parliamentarians for  Global
Action (PGA), emphasized the
importance of rigorous data col-
lection and research to understand
the true extent of GBV in
Pakistan. She highlighted the
alarming rates of honor killings,
acid attacks, and domestic vio-
lence, urging for stronger imple-
mentation of existing laws and the
development of new legislation to
address emerging forms of GBV.

Ms. Saba Sadiq, Member of

addressed the issue of systemic
discrimination against women
and girls. She highlighted the
need to challenge patriarchal
norms and promote gender
equality at all levels of society.
Sadiq emphasized the impor-
tance of sensitizing law enforce-
ment agencies and the judiciary
to effectively handle GBV cases.

Ms. Shehla Raza, Member of
the National Assembly, empha-
sized the need for a holistic
approach to combat GBY,
addressing both structural and
individual-level factors. She advo-
cated for greater awareness and
sensitization campaigns, as well
as stricter enforcement of existing
laws. Ms Shehla also highlighted
the importance of empowering
women through education and
economic opportunities.

Ms. Ghazala Gola, Deputy
Speaker of the Provincial
Assembly of Balochistan, shed
light on the unique challenges
faced by women in Balochistan,
particularly in terms of cultural
and societal norms that perpetu-

to raise awareness about GBV
and advocate for legal reforms
at the provincial level. Ms.
Ghazala emphasized the impor-
tance of community engage-
ment and the role of religious
leaders in promoting positive
attitudes towards women.

Ms. Fauzia Vigar, Federal
Ombudsperson for Protection
Against Harassment of Women at
the Workplace, discussed the role
of ombudsperson offices in pro-
viding redressal mechanisms for
victims of workplace harassment.
She highlighted the challenges
faced by victims in accessing jus-
tice and called for increased
awareness and support services.

Dr. Yusra Gillani, a disability
rights activist, emphasized the
need for inclusive policies that
address the specific needs of
women with disabilities. She
highlighted the intersectional
nature of discrimination faced
by women with disabilities and
called for greater attention to
their rights.

Ms. Tanzeela Mazhar, a

anchor, discussed the role of
media in shaping public dis-
course on gender-based violence.
She highlighted the importance
of responsible journalism and
called for media outlets to avoid
perpetuating harmful stereotypes
and victim-blaming.

Ms. Umme Laila Azhar,
Acting Chairperson of the
National Commission on the
Status of Women (NCSW)), high-
lighted the Commission's efforts
to digitize data on GBV to
inform evidence-based policy-
making. She added that the
NCSW is set to launch a national
portal in March 2025 to provide
comprehensive data and analysis
on GBYV trends and patterns.

Ms.  Tahira  Aurangzeb,
Member of the National
Assembly, concluded the event
by emphasizing the need for
multi-stakeholder collaboration
to address GBV. She called for
increased coordination between
government agencies, civil soci-
ety organizations, and interna-
tional partners to develop com-

and respond to GBV.

Ms. Nowsheen Khurrum and
Ms. Sarwat Jahan from CPDI
thanked the participants for their
valuable insights and reiterated the
importance of the Domestic
Violence Bill, urging women par-
liamentarians to expedite its
approval in the National Assembly.

The round table discussion
concluded with a strong call to
action for policymakers, law
enforcement agencies, civil soci-
ety organizations, and the gener-
al public to work together to cre-
ate a safer and more equitable
society for all.

About CPDI: The Center for
Peace and Development
Initiatives (CPDI) is a non-profit
organization committed to pro-
moting peace, development, and
human rights in Pakistan. CPDI
works on key public health
issues, environmental sustain-
ability, education, and social jus-
tice, with a focus on advocating
for policies that improve the
health and well-being of commu-
nities across Pakistan.




als cause air pollution.
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Air pollution sparks

health concerns

KABUL (TOLONews): Some residents of
Kabul are complaining about the increasing
air pollution during the winter season. They
say that even though the winter season has
not fully started yet, air pollution has
already risen significantly. If this trend con-
tinues, it will lead to the spread of various
diseases among the population. "People use
anything for fuel, even tires. These materi-
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(US Embassy reports increase in forced )
and early marriages in Afghanistan

KABUL (Khaama Press):
Embassy in Afghanistan has expressed
concern over the increasing number of
forced and child marriages of Afghan girls,
calling for their protection. In a video mes-
sage on Friday, December 6, marking the
16-day campaign against gender-based
violence, the embassy highlighted that the
rate of forced and early marriages has risen
since schools were closed.

The U.S.

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Afghanistan’s
economy showing
signs of growth: WB

KABUL (Pajhwok):
Following two years of
shrinkage, Afghanistan’s
economy is showing signs
of modest growth, the
World Bank says.

The GDP growth of 2.7
percent was driven by pri-
vate consumption, the
Associated Press reported,
citing the World Bank’s lat-
est development update.

Issued late Wednesday,
the report noted the slight

recovery and declining
food prices helped spur
household welfare in a
gradual manner. In 2023-
24, the report said, the
country’s exports remained
stable, but imports rose,
leading to a trade deficit.

Reliance on imports for
essential goods such as
fuel, food and machinery,
might hamper the country’s
economic stability, the
World Bank warned.

World Bank’s Country
Director for Afghanistan
Faris Hadad-Zervos
stressed the need for
improving the overall busi-
ness environment to ensure
long-term growth.

He also called for
increased investment,
providing access to

finance to small business-
es and supporting educat-
ed and skilled women
entrepreneurs.

EU donates 15 million to

KABUL (TOLONews): The
World Food Program (WFP)
has announced that the
European Union has provided
15 million in aid to
Afghanistan to combat climate
change and mitigate its effects.

Meanwhile, the head of
the  European  Union
Delegation to Afghanistan
stated that the EU is com-
mitted to continuing such
assistance to the people of

Afghanistan.
Eric Beaume, head of the
EU Delegation to

Afghanistan, said about this
aid: "The European Union is
particularly pleased to rein-
force its partnership with the
World  Programme  in
Afghanistan in support to
the people of this country.
We have been doing so for
some time together. We are
looking at how we can best
address the incidences of cli-

Atghanistan for climate

mate change in Afghanistan,
looking at how we can rein-
force resilience of communi-
ties, supporting both men
and women."

Harald Mannhart, deputy
country director of the WFP
Afghanistan, commented on
the EU's aid: " The World
Food Program (WPF)
expresses deep gratitude to
the European Union for its
vital support in aiding
Afghan families facing food
insecurity. Through collabo-
rative programs, immediate
food assistance is provided
to families, while efforts are
also directed at fostering
longer-term resilience and
addressing the urgent chal-
lenges of climate change."

Some  residents  of
Uruzgan, displaced due to
recent floods, report losing
all their belongings and are
in urgent need of humanitar-

change aid

ian assistance. They claim
they have yet to receive aid
from any organization.
Siddiqullah, a resident of
Uruzgan, told TOLOnews:
"We have suffered losses.
The flood swept away our
lands, even homes and pos-
sessions of some people."
Eid Mohammad, another
resident, added: "The floods

{ destroyed people's proper-

ties, such as gardens and
farmland. In Uruzgan, we
have not received any help
so far, and we call for assis-
tance."

The Ministry of Economy
noted that Afghanistan has
been severely impacted by
climate change, particularly
by floods and droughts, and
requires international sup-
port. Abdul Latif Nazari,
Deputy Minister of
Economy, stated: "In recent
years, Afghanistan has suf-
fered greatly from climate
change, with droughts and
floods being the two most
significant factors.

Therefore, we need the
support and assistance of the
international community in
this regard." According to
WEFP, so far this solar year,
more than 160,000 people
have been affected by
floods, with nearly 20,000
homes and thousands of
hectares of agricultural land
destroyed.

Prominent politicians
form new coalition

KABUL (Amu.tv): A
group of prominent politi-
cal leaders has announced
the formation of a new
coalition, the National
Assembly for the
Salvation of Afghanistan,
aimed at addressing the
country’s current crisis

and opposing Taliban
rule.

The coalition,
unveiled during a virtual
meeting on  Friday,
includes key political

figures such as Ahmad
Massoud, Atta
Mohammad Noor,
Marshal Abdul Rashid
Dostum, Karim Khalili,
Salahuddin Rabbani,
Omar Daudzai,

Rahmatullah Nabil,
Mohammad Mohagqiq,
Abdul Rab Rasul Sayyaf,
Mohammad Ismail Khan,
Yunus Qanooni, Sarwar
Danish, Rahela Dostum,
Shah Jahan, Abdul Haq
Shafaq, Tadeen Khan,
and Sadeq Madbur.

The coalition’s stated
goal is to coordinate
efforts to rescue
Afghanistan from its cur-
rent state of turmoil and
provide a unified front
against the Taliban’s gov-
ernance.

Since the Taliban’s
return to power in August
2021, several anti-Taliban
military and political fac-
tions have emerged.

The National Assembly
for the Salvation of
Afghanistan is one of the
most  significant and
broad-based coalitions
formed in response to the
Taliban’s rule.

During the inaugural
virtual meeting, coalition
members discussed
Afghanistan’s worsening
crisis and explored strate-
gies to address the chal-
lenges facing the country.

The coalition empha-
sized the need for unity
among political and social
forces, arguing that only
through coordinated
efforts can a viable solu-
tion to Afghanistan’s cri-
sis be achieved.

Ban on female
education
threatens health
care: MSF

PAKTIA (Khaama Press):
Médecins Sans Frontieres
(MSF) has warned that the
Taliban’s ban on women
studying medicine poses a
severe threat to
Afghanistan’s healthcare
system.

The organization high-
lighted that this move
could have serious conse-
quences for women’s
health across the country.
MSF stated that this ban is
another  step  toward
removing women from
public and professional
life in Afghanistan. The
organization emphasized
the impact of such policies
on both healthcare access
and the overall well-being
of Afghan women.

With an already small
number of female health-
care workers in
Afghanistan, the ban fur-
ther hampers access to
medical care, especially as
hospitals are segregated by
gender. MSF noted that
this situation is exacerbat-
ing the country’s health-
care challenges. The recent
ban is expected to limit
women’s access to quality
healthcare even further.
MSF expressed concern
that it will deepen the
divide in healthcare avail-
ability, particularly for
women, in a country
already facing severe med-
ical needs.

Michaél Le Paih, MSF’s
representative in
Afghanistan, stated, “No
healthcare system exists
without educated female
medical staff.” He pointed
out that over 41% of the
medical staff employed by
MSF in Afghanistan are
women, underlining their
crucial role in the health-
care sector.

He emphasized that the
Taliban’s decision excludes
women from both educa-
tion and the provision of
impartial healthcare servic-
es. This limits not only the
personal growth of women
but also affects the overall
functioning of the medical
system.

MSF also highlighted
the urgent need for more
female medical workers in
Afghanistan to address the
growing medical demands.
The organization called for
more training and educa-
tion for women to respond
to these needs.

According to MSF,
restrictions over the past
three years have signifi-
cantly reduced women’s
access to medical educa-
tion in Afghanistan.

MSF  stressed  that
access to essential health-
care must be available for
all individuals, regardless
of gender.

The organization reaf-
firmed its commitment to
defending women’s
rights to medical educa-
tion and the right to pro-
vide healthcare, continu-
ing its advocacy for these
rights in Afghanistan.
The need for more
trained female healthcare
workers remains urgent
to address the medical
needs in the country.

Norway downgrades
diplomatic relations with Taliban
over human rights concerns

OSLO (Amu.tv): Norway announced
on Thursday that it would downgrade
its diplomatic relations with the
Taliban in response to their escalating
restrictions on human rights, particu-
larly those targeting women and girls.

“We have made it clear to the
Taliban that approving a new Afghan
ambassador to Oslo is out of the ques-
tion,” said Norway’s Foreign Minister
Espen Barth Eide in a statement. “We
need contact, and Norway’s engage-
ment with Afghanistan will continue,
but we are downgrading the diplomat-
ic relationship.”

The move comes after the Taliban
intensified human rights violations,
including the enforcement of a so-
called morality law that imposes
strict behavioral rules on Afghan men
and women. Recent reports of further
restrictions disproportionately affect-
ing women and girls prompted
Norway’s decision.

Earlier this year, the de facto
authorities in Afghanistan dismissed
the diplomats serving at the Afghan
Embassy in Oslo. Norway’s Foreign
Ministry has now decided not to
accept any new ambassadorial

appointment from the Taliban regime.
“Norway has consistently urged
the Taliban to uphold the human
rights of the Afghan people since they
took control of the country,” Mr. Eide
said. “The recent measures, which
particularly harm women and girls,
have led us to take this step.”
Norway also clarified that it
would not accredit a Norwegian
ambassador to Afghanistan under
the current circumstances, under-
scoring its adherence to internation-
al law. “Under international law,
Norway can refuse to accept a new
Afghan ambassador,” Mr. Eide said.
The Foreign Ministry emphasized
that this decision does not sever all
lines of communication with the

Taliban. Norway will continue to
engage with the de facto authorities
to address critical issues, including
consular services for Afghans in
Norway, Denmark, and Iceland, as
well as other functions typically han-
dled by an embassy.

“This is a consequence of the politi-
cal developments in Afghanistan, not a
shift in Norway’s policy,” Mr. Eide
added. “We will maintain contact with
those in power in Afghanistan, but not
through an ambassador in Oslo.
Dialogue is essential to hold the Taliban
accountable and advocate for a better
political course, particularly regarding
the rights of women and girls.”

Mr. Eide noted that the decision
aligns with advice from Afghan civil
society groups within the country.
The downgraded diplomatic relation-
ship will involve appointing only a
bureaucratic representative to man-
age consular affairs, visas, and urgent
matters. He said that Norway is also
coordinating its response with neigh-
boring countries and remains in com-
munication with the Taliban to ensure
humanitarian and practical needs are
addressed despite the political strains.

Badghis journalist freed after 34
days 1n Taliban custody

KABUL (Amu.tv): Abdul Raziq
Siddiqi, the editor-in-chief of Radio
Sada-e-Badghis, has been released
from Taliban custody after spending
34 days in detention, the
Afghanistan Journalists Center said
in a statement on Friday.

Mr. Siddiqi, who had been held
by the Taliban’s intelligence agency
in Kabul, was freed by order of the
Second Zone Urban Court in the
capital on Wednesday evening, Dec.
4, according to the organization. He
plans to return home to Qala-e-Naw,
the capital of Badghis province, on
Friday, the AFJC added.

The Afghanistan Journalists
Center condemned his detention as a
violation of the country’s mass
media law, stating that his freedom
should never have been taken away.

“The arrest of this journalist was
contrary to the media laws of the
country, which guarantee freedom
for reporters in their professional
work,” the organization said.

Mr. Siddigi was summoned to
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Kabul by the Taliban’s intelligence
agency on October 31 and subse-
quently detained. The arrest followed
accusations from the Taliban’s
Directorate of Information and
Culture in Badghis that he had report-
ed on sensitive issues, including the
employment of women at a private
company, for foreign media outlets.
The Taliban claimed his reporting vio-
lated their government’s regulations.
The Afghanistan Journalists
Center pointed out that under
Afghanistan’s mass media law, as

enforced by the Taliban, journalists
and media outlets are legally allowed
to carry out their professional duties
without interference. Article 4 of the
law stipulates that “no individual or
entity can prohibit, censor, or restrict
the free operation of media or inter-
fere with their publications.”

Despite these protections, press
freedom in Afghanistan has deterio-
rated significantly under Taliban
rule. At least six journalists remain
imprisoned in the country, four of
whom have been sentenced to two to
five years in prison, according to the
journalists’ center.

The United Nations, in a recent
report on the state of media in
Afghanistan, revealed that at least
334 journalists and media workers
have been arrested by the Taliban
over the past three years.

Mr. Siddiqi’s case highlights the
mounting challenges faced by
Afghanistan’s press, which contin-
ues to operate under the constant
threat of arrest and censorship.

UNICEF warns over 12 million
children to require aid in 2025

KABUL (Amu.tv): More
than 12 million Afghan chil-
dren will need humanitarian
assistance in 2025, part of a
larger crisis that will leave
22.9 million people in need
across the country, accord-
ing to a report from the
United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF).

The report paints a grim
picture of Afghanistan’s
humanitarian outlook, not-
ing that the drivers of need
have shifted from conflict to
economic hardship, climate-
induced shocks, and signifi-
cant operational barriers.

“A combination of politics

and policy has upended the
lives of children and their
families across Afghanistan,”
UNICEF said, adding that
women and girls continue to
face severe restrictions on
their rights and freedoms.
UNICEF highlighted the
growing challenges of pro-
viding aid, as the operational
space for humanitarian
organizations continues to
shrink due to increasing
impediments. Essential serv-
ices, it stressed, are critical to
preventing further deteriora-
tion for vulnerable children.
“The lack of investment,
particularly in water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene (WASH),

has exacerbated humanitari-
an needs and prevented
communities from building
resilience against climate
and economic shocks,” the
report stated.

Children remain at the
center of Afghanistan’s
multi-faceted crisis, the
report noted, bearing the
brunt of political upheaval,
natural disasters such as
floods, landslides, droughts,
and earthquakes, as well as
the ongoing effects of cli-
mate change. The mounting
restrictions on women and
girls have further heightened
protection risks and humani-
tarian needs within families.

“Humanitarian needs
across all sectors have
expanded since 2021,

reflecting a lack of resilience
among vulnerable commu-
nities and the consequences
of reduced investment in
meeting  basic  human
needs,” the report said.

To address the escalating
crisis, UNICEF announced
it requires $1.2 billion to
support 19 million people in
Afghanistan, including 10.3
million children. The funds
would be used to deliver
lifesaving assistance and
basic services aimed at sus-
taining communities and
preventing further decline.

Daikundi residents complain deteriorated

NEILLI (Pajhwok): Some
residents  of  central
Daikundi province have
complained against the
worsening condition of
connectivity roads in the
province and asked rele-
vant authorities to pay
attention to the recon-
struction of roads.

They said the deteriora-
tion and lack of public
transportation  in  this
province have made peo-
ple’s daily lives difficult.

Zaman Muradi, a resi-
dent of Daikundi province,
complained against the
dilapidated condition of
roads and said main roads in
the province were below the
standard due to which peo-
ple always suffered losses.

Except for a few kilome-
ters of road in Neilli city,
the center of Daikundi and
Shaharshan district, all
public roads are dirt and
substandard, and most of
the time, people are
deprived of government
services due to the deterio-
rated condition of road and
risks of journey.

“Because the roads are
bad and cars are not able to

get there, most of the time,
emergency patients have not
reached the hospital and
have died, women who have
given birth have also died
on the way because they got
stuck in the ditches and did
not reach the hospital in
time, and sometimes their
children have died,” he said.

Ali Jan, a resident of
Miramour district, said
Daikundi’s roads are nar-
row and often get damaged,
which caused them to be
blocked for long periods of
time, making access to
health services and other
daily activities impossible.

“The roads are narrow. If
drivers are even slightly
careless, their cars will
overturn. If a car comes

due to the dilapidated con-
dition of roads vehicles
damage soon and last for a
short time. He added the
deteriorated condition of
roads also discourage peo-
ple from travelling.

He added that the
Daikundi-Kabul highway is
the only highway in the

ﬁ country that did not have

from the front, they will
have difficulty passing each
other. Last year, a car on the
Vanke bypass overturned

because the road went
under its tires, killing nine
people.” He said.
Mohammadi added that
roads are one of the most
important needs of people’s
lives and the government
needed to pay attention to
this area so that people have
access to health services
and other daily needs, he
added that due to these bad
roads, food and non-food
items are sold at very high
prices in Daikundi com-
pared to other provinces.
Rashid Tabish, the repre-
sentative of one of the
Transport Company, said

- workers for maintenance

and repair and is repaired
by the people once a year,
but after a little rainfall, it is
destroyed again and forgot-
ten until the next year.

Tabesh added that due to
the deterioration of the
roads and the impassability
of the communication
routes, dozens of fatal traf-
fic incidents occurred annu-
ally on this route. On the
other hand, as the winter
season approached, people
and motorists are more con-
cerned and are demanding
the government’s attention
to keeping the communica-
tion routes open.

Daikundi is one of the
cold and snowy provinces,
and in the winter season,
most of its communication
routes between the center

condition of connectivity roads

and districts and the center
to  other neighboring
provinces and the center of
the country are closed.

Mawlavi Ikramullah
Abdul Raafai, head of the
Daikundi Public Works
Department, due to the harsh
and mountainous geography
of this province, there are
serious problems in the
transportation sector and the
majority of the routes are
substandard, which caused
many traffic incidents.

“The general route from
Daikundi to Kabul, some
areas of the Kandahar
route, and several kilome-
ters of roads in Khadir and
Ashtarli are almost up to
standard, but the rest of the
routes are substandard.”

Head of the Public Works
Department said in the
upcoming winter, a snow-
clearing program covering
277 kilometers of roads in
eight districts of the province
has been contracted with pri-
vate companies, and the 97-
kilometer Daikundi-
Bamyan highway along the
Kotal-e-Qonaq route will be
cleared of snow by this
department’s machinery.

9 arrested 1in Paktia
province for illegal logging

PAKTIA (Khaama Press):
Following the ban on defor-
estation in the country,
authorities  in  Paktia
province have reported the
arrest of 9 individuals in
connection with illegal log-
ging in the region.

Abdul Hadi Hidayat, the
head of the Environmental
Protection Department in
Paktia, stated that these indi-
viduals were arrested in the
Wazi Zadran district.

According to  local
authorities, the 9 individuals
were apprehended by offi-
cials while cutting down
trees with their own tools.

These arrests come after
Baz Mohammad Faizan,
Deputy Minister of
Agriculture, announced dur-
ing his visit to Paktia that
deforestation is now banned
in Afghanistan, and no one
has the right to cut down trees.

The ban on logging has
been implemented by the
Ministry of Agriculture,
especially as the price of fire-
wood has risen in the country
with the onset of the cold
season. At the same time,
some residents of the capital
have called on the govern-
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ment to reduce the price of
firewood due to economic
hardships. It is worth noting
that Afghanistan, due to its
dry climate, generally lacks
widespread forest cover.

However, certain areas
of the country, especially
those with a more favor-
able climate, have exten-
sive tree cover.

Large areas of the eastern
provinces, including Khost,
Paktia, Paktika, Nangarhar,
Kunar, and Nuristan, are
covered with non-fruit-bear-
ing forests. Similarly, the
northern and northwestern
provinces, including Takhar,
Kunduz, Samangan,
Jowzjan, Balkh, Faryab,
Badghis, and parts of north-
eastern Herat, have vast
areas of fruit-bearing forests,
such as pistachio and wild

.

almond trees.

This initiative by the
Ministry of Agriculture
reflects the growing con-
cern about deforestation
and its environmental con-
sequences. The increasing
price of firewood, howev-
er, highlights the difficult
balance between conserva-
tion efforts and the needs
of the population.

Continued  monitoring
and enforcement of this log-
ging ban will be essential to
protect Afghanistan’s forest
resources and prevent fur-
ther environmental degrada-
tion. Moreover, addressing
the rising cost of firewood
and providing alternative
sources of energy could alle-
viate some of the challenges
faced by residents, especial-
ly in the winter season.
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Modi’s BJP says US State
Dept targeting India

NEW DELHI (Reuters):
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has
accused the State Depa-
rtment and "deep state" ele-
ments in the US of trying to
destabilise India in con-
junction with a group of

investigative  journalists
and opposition leader
Rahul Gandhi.

The accusation comes as
a surprise as New Delhi and
Washington have forged a
strong relationship in the
last two decades and both
have vowed to further
strengthen ties despite
some differences and irri-
tants.

Gandhi's Congress party
used the Organised Crime
and Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP)'s articles
that "singularly focused" on
the Adani Group and its
alleged closeness to the
government to undermine
Modi, the ruling party said
on Thursday. Group chair
Gautam Adani and seven
others were indicted last
month in the US for being
part of a $265 billion
scheme to bribe Indian offi-
cials — allegations the
group has termed "base-
less".

OCCRP's articles have

also accused state-spon-
sored hackers in India of
using Israeli-made Pegasus
spyware to target govern-
ment critics. The govern-
ment has previously denied
both allegations. The BJP
has previously accused
Gandhi, the OCCRP and
92-year-old billionaire fin-
ancier-philanthropist
George Soros of attacking
Modi.

On Thursday, it cited a
French media report that
said that OCCRP was fund-
ed by the US Agency for
International Development
and "other deep state fig-
ures" like Soros.

"The Deep State had a
clear objective to desta-
bilise India by targeting
Prime Minister Modi," the
BJP said in a series of mes-
sages on X. "It has always
been the US  State
Department behind this
agenda...OCCRP has
served as a media tool for
carrying out a deep state
agenda," it said.

Sambit Patra, a BJP
national spokesperson and
lawmaker, repeated the
accusations at an official
media briefing by the party
on Thursday. "A French
investigative media
group...has revealed that...

50% of OCCRP's funding
comes directly from the US
State Department," Patra
said. "OCCRP has served
as a media tool for carrying
out a deep state agenda."

The State Department,
US AID, Soros and the
Congress party did not
immediately respond to
requests for comment. The
Indian foreign ministry also
did not respond to a request
for comment on the ruling
party's accusation against
the State Department.
OCCRP said in a statement
it was an independent
media outlet and not associ-
ated with any political
party.

"The US government,
while providing some fund-
ing to OCCRP, has no say
in our editorial processes
and no control over our
reporting,” it said. The gov-
ernment has lately been
facing heat over the US

indictment of Gautam
Adani, who opposition
leaders say Modi has

always protected, and the
country's parliament was
suspended multiple times
last week as opposition
lawmakers demanded a dis-
cussion on the issue. Modi's
BJP and Adani have denied
the accusations.

Establishment Division
promotes 1,875 officers

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
Standing Committee on
Cabinet Secretariat infor-
med on Friday that, over
the past four years, the
establishment division has
promoted 1,875 officers out
of 4,943 and eliminated 61
posts as part of a right-siz-
ing initiative designed to
enhance efficiency.

The Senate Standing
Committee on Cabinet
Secretariat, chaired by
Senator Rana Mahmood ul
Hassan, reviewed and dis-
cussed reforms aimed at
strengthening the civil
service and governance.
The forum noted that sig-
nificant progress was made
on various key legislative
issues and ongoing reforms
within the federal bureau-

cracy.
The meeting examined
the Establishment

Division’s current initia-

tives to enhance gover-
nance. Special Secretary

Sara  Saeed  provided
updates on the successful
completion of the

Establishment Division’s
transition to an e-office sys-
tem.

Sara Saeed, in response
to senators’ questions,
emphasized the creation of
a Civil Services Reform
Committee, comprising
federal ministers such as
Ahsan Igbal and Musadik
Malik, as well as senior
secretaries. This committee
is tasked with identifying
systemic issues and sug-
gesting improvements to
strengthen the public serv-
ice sector.

The Standing Committee
also held an in-depth dis-
cussion on the performance
evaluation practices for
civil servants. Senator
Sadia Abbasi voiced con-
cerns about the existing
methods, highlighting their

detrimental effect on the
efficiency of the civil serv-
ice. “The current system for
assessing civil servants has
significantly impacted per-
formance, and courts have
consistently raised objec-
tions to this approach. A
more effective system for
evaluating officers’ per-
formance is needed,”
Senator Abbasi stated.
Among the notable items
on the agenda, the Civil
Servants Amendment Bill
2024 introduced by Senator
Qurat-ul-Ain Marri,
sparked considerable
debate. The bill, which pro-
poses a 10% quota for
women and 5% for minori-
ties in the civil service,
aims to promote inclusivity
and  diversity  within
Pakistan’s public adminis-
tration. The Committee
decided to seek the final
opinion of the Est-
ablishment Division on this
bill in the next meeting.

UKkraine shows
off new ‘rocket-drone’

KYIV (Reuters): Ukraine
showed off a new locally-
produced "rocket-drone" on
Friday which it said could fly
700 km (430 miles) - more
than twice the longest range
attributed to missiles sup-
plied by Western allies. The
unmanned craft, called
"Peklo" - which means hell in
Ukrainian - is the second
such "rocket drone" unveiled
by Kyiv as it tries to increase
its ability to strike deep into
Russia, which invaded 33
months ago.

The drones could reach
speeds of 700 kph, a represen-
tative from Ukraine's state
arms manufacturer Ukrob-
oronprom told reporters at a
ceremony where they were
officially handed over to the
armed forces. No other details
were provided and no evi-
dence was given of the drone's
range or speed. Ukraine has
released few details of its
arms industry, citing concerns
about giving useful informa-
tion to Moscow. Ukraine's
arms production minister told
Reuters in November the
"rocket-drone" could be

viewed as something akin to a
cruise missile, which flies low
on a guided path to its target,
usually below the speed of
sound.

The drones were more
than a metre long, with small
wings on either side and two
tail ~ fins.  US-supplied
ATACMS missiles have a
declared range of just over
300 km. Russia has used
thousands of long-range mis-
siles and drones to hit mili-
tary and infrastructure targets
all over Ukraine. Kyiv has
sought the ability to strike
back, but its allies until last
month resisted calls to allow
use of their missiles on tar-
gets deep inside Russia.
Ukraine has sought to bal-
ance the long-range strike
gap throughout the war by
launching explosive-laden
propeller drones at targets up
to 1,000 km inside Russia.
President Volodymyr Zele-
nskiy, who was at Friday's
ceremony, said last month
that Ukraine was developing
four different missiles.

Meanwhile, Russia is

open to talks with US Presi-

dent-elect Donald Trump but
will use "any means" to pre-
vent Washington and its allies
from defeating it in Ukraine,
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov told US journalist
Tucker Carlson. In an 80-
minute interview released
late on Thursday, Lavrov
urged the West to take
Russia's "red lines" seriously
but spoke positively of
Trump, who returns to the
White House next month. In
reply to Carlson's opening
question, Lavrov said he did
not believe that Russia and
the United States were at war
right now because of
Washington's  support for
Kyiv, including the supply of
US missiles that Ukraine has
fired into Russia.

"And in any case, this
(war) is not what we want.
We would like to have nor-
mal relations with all our
neighbours, of course... espe-
cially with a great country
like the United States,"
Lavrov said, adding he saw
no reason why the two coun-
tries could not "cooperate for
the sake of the universe".

BD diplomat
receives
threatening

letter
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: A senior
Bangladeshi diplomat has
filed a complaint with the
Kohsar Police Station after
receiving a threatening let-
ter and reporting harass-
ment by unidentified indi-
viduals..

According to reports, the
First Information Report
(FIR) was registered under
Section 506  (criminal
intimidation) of  the
Pakistan Penal Code.
According to the com-
plaint, the Bangladeshi
diplomat alleged that
unknown persons have
been following him, moni-
toring his movements, and
even taking his photo-
graphs without consent.

A few days ago, a threat-
ening letter was delivered
to the Bangladeshi
Embassy, causing fear and
concern among the diplo-
matic staff. The police have
initiated an investigation to
identify and apprehend the
individuals involved in
harassing and threatening
the Bangladeshi diplomat.

Qureshi
clashes with

inspector
F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Senior
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Shah
Mahmood Qureshi engaged
in a heated exchange with
police officials over the
type of vehicle being used
for his transfer back to Kot
Lakhpat Jail.

According to the chan-
nel report, the disagree-
ment arose when police
attempted to switch the
double-cabin vehicle, origi-
nally assigned for trans-
porting inmates, with a sin-

gle-cabin  vehicle for
Qureshi’s  return  from
court.

As per the report, former
foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi harshly
argued with Police

Inspector Sheikh Hammad,
expressing his displeasure
over the change. Shah
Mehmood Qureshi, citing
severe back pain, refused to
travel in the single-cabin
vehicle, opting instead to
wait in the courtroom until
a double-cabin vehicle was
arranged. "I will not return
in this vehicle. I have back
trouble and cannot endure
the discomfort," Qureshi
stated firmly to the police
inspector. The altercation
caused a temporary delay
in Qureshi’s transfer to the
jail.

ATC extends
interim bail of
PTI leaders

F.P. Report

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism
court (ATC) on Friday
extended the interim bail of
PTI Lahore President Imtiaz
Mehmood Sheikh until
December 18 in three cases
related to the May 9 riots.

ATC Judge Manzar Ali
Gill conducted proceedings
on the pre-arrest bail applica-
tions, during which Imtiaz
Mehmood Sheikh appeared
in court as his interim bail
expired. At the start of the
proceedings, a member of the
Joint Investigation Team,
DSP Javed Asif, along with
the investigation officer,
appeared before the court.
They informed the court that
the PTI Lahore president had
also been found guilty in two
cases involving the torching
of police vehicles near Jinnah
House.
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KP CM reviews progress of

‘New Peshawar alley’ project

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin Khan

Gandapur on Friday chaired a meet- =

ing to review the progress of the

“New Peshawar Valley” project. |

Officials briefed the CM on the pro-
ject’s location, access roads, master
plan, land acquisition, and other
developments. The meeting also
addressed  obstacles  delaying
progress, with departments directed
to resolve issues quickly.

The chief minister emphasized
improving the master plan to meet
modern housing needs and ensuring
health-care and education facilities
are centrally located for easy access.
He also ordered faster land acquisi-
tion and immediate work on access

|| roads. To oversee implementation,

the chief minister proposed forming a
committee of experts. “This project is
for public benefit, not profit,” he said,
highlighting its importance for
Peshawar’s growing population.

KP LUBCC approves master
plans for seven more cities:
Provincial Land Use and Building
Control Council (LUBCC) on Friday
approved the concept of master plans
for seven additional cities including
Peshawar, Abbottabad, Haripur,
Mingora, Chitral, Jamraud, and Landi
Kotal whereas concerned authorities
were directed to prepare detailed
designs and PC-1s for various devel-

opment activities under these
approved plans and present them for
approval.

The 4th meeting of the Land Use
and Building Control Council was
held here at Chief Minister’s
Secretariat with Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur in the chair. Provincial cab-
inet members Arshad Ayub Khan,
Major (R) Muhammad Sajjad, Pir

Musawir Shah, Abdul Karim Tordher,
Senior Member Board of Revenue
Syed Imtiaz Hussain Shah, and other
members of the council attended the
meeting.

The forum was briefed in detail on
implementation status of decisions
taken in previous meetings of the
council and the proposed master
plans for the earlier mentioned urban
cities. It was highlighted that these
plans have been developed with
extensive input from experts, keeping
in view modern urban development
requirements and the needs of these
cities for the next 20 years. The Chief
Minister stressed the importance of
implementing these plans effectively
for the realistic development of urban
areas, urging all relevant departments
to fulfill their responsibilities dili-
gently. He also issued directives for
establishing a one-window facilita-
tion mechanism at the district level to
assist investors.

He made it clear that a comprehen-
sive unit comprising expert represen-
tatives from departments including
environment, forestry, agriculture,
and local government be set up for
convenience of potential investors
adding that, the unit would provide
investors with all necessary informa-
tion and procedural details in one
place, eliminating the need for them
to visit multiple offices.

S -

ness policy, the Chief Minister direct-
ed for the removal of unnecessary
processes to streamline procedures
for investors. He emphasized that
facilitating investors would directly
contribute to the successful imple-
mentation of these master plans.

Additionally, the Chief Minister
directed for steps to regulate un-
authorized/un-approved  private
housing societies and colonies in all
urban centers. He offered these soci-
eties a one-time opportunity to
obtain No Objection Certificates
(NOCs) in accordance with the law.
He also directed GIS mapping of
both government-owned properties
and private colonies and societies.
The Chief Minister stressed that
land transfers must align with
approved plans to avoid future com-
plications.

Moreover, to address water scarci-
ty in the future in the provincial capi-
tal, Peshawar, the Chief Minister
directed for sustainable solutions to
meet future demands. He directed
immediate action on proposed proj-
ects for water supply to Peshawar
from Mohmand Dam and Jabba Dam
and directed for detailed briefings on
the matter. "We must take water
issues seriously now to avoid major
challenges in the future,” he
remarked.

Romanian top court annuls
presidential election result

BUCHAREST (Reuters):
Romania's top court annulled
an ongoing presidential elec-
tion after accusations of
Russian meddling and said
on Friday the entire process,
which had been due to con-
clude this weekend, would
have to be re-run. The second
round had been scheduled for
Sunday and voting has
already begun in polling sta-
tions abroad. It would have
pitted Calin Georgescu, a far-
right, pro-Russian candidate,
against pro-European Union
centrist leader Elena Lasconi.
"The electoral process to
elect Romania's president
will be fully re-run, and the
government will set a new
date and ... calendar for the
necessary steps,” the court
said in a statement.
Georgescu scored single digit
numbers in opinion polls
before the first round vote on
Nov. 24 but then surged to a
first-place finish that raised
questions over the result.
Georgescu wants to end
Romanian  support  for
Ukraine against Russia's
invasion. If he won the presi-
dency it would upend the
pro-Western politics of the
EU and NATO member,
pushing Romania closer to a
belt of states in central and
eastern Europe that have
powerful populist, Russia-
friendly politicians, including
Hungary, Slovakia and
Austria. Friday's court ruling
plunged the country into
institutional chaos. Current
President Klaus Iohannis's
term ends on Dec. 21 and it
was unclear who would be
head of state after this date.
Analysts said the ruling
may erode institutions, trig-
ger street protests and ulti-
mately still endanger the
nation's pro-Western course.
It was not yet clear if
Georgescu would be allowed
to take part in the re-run elec-
tion. Romania's top security
council declassified docu-
ments on Wednesday that

said the country was a target
of  "aggressive  hybrid
Russian attacks" during the
election period. Russia has
denied any interference in
Romania's election cam-
paigns. The top court, which
had validated the first presi-
dential round on Monday,
said in its Friday reversal that
it was "seeking to ensure the
fairness and legality of the
electoral process", adding
that a detailed explanation of
its ruling would be released
at a later date.

There was no immediate
comment from Georgescu,
but he was due to make a
statement at 1900 GMT on
Friday. George Simion, the
leader of the opposition hard-
right Alliance for Uniting
Romanians (AUR) called the
court ruling a "coup detat",
adding "nine politically
appointed judges, scared that
a candidate outside the sys-
tem had all chances to
become Romania's president,
decided to annul Romanians'
will". Simion came fourth in
the first round. He and AUR
then endorsed Georgescu.
Lasconi condemned the
court's ruling. "The constitu-
tional court's decision is ille-
gal, amoral and crushes the
very essence of democracy,
voting," she said.

However, Social
Democrat Prime Minister
Marcel Ciolacu supported the
move, calling it "the only cor-
rect solution". Romania's
anti-organised crime prose-
cuting unit DIICOT said it
was launching an investiga-
tion into Georgescu's cam-
paign after analysing the
declassified documents.
"Prosecutors are looking at
the commission of the crimes
of illegal operations with
computer devices or pro-
grammes, the attempted
crime of disrupting the func-
tioning of computer systems
and the attempted crime of
illegal access to a computer
system," it said in a state-

ment.

Sunday's run-off vote
would have been the third
consecutive ballot after the
first presidential round and a
Dec. 1 parliamentary election
in which far-right parties
gained a third of seats,
though the ruling Social
Democrats emerged as the
largest grouping and hope to
cobble together a pro-EU
coalition government. The
parliamentary vote was unaf-
fected by Friday's court rul-
ing. In one of the declassified
documents, Romania's intel-
ligence agency said
Georgescu was massively
promoted on social media
platform TikTok through
coordinated accounts, recom-
mendation algorithms and
paid promotion. Georgescu
has declared zero funds spent
in the campaign.

TikTok denies giving
Georgescu special treatment,
saying his account was
labelled as a political account
and treated like any other.
The intelligence service also
said access data for official
Romanian election websites
was published on Russian
cybercrime platforms. The
access data was probably
procured by targeting legiti-
mate users or by exploiting
the legitimate training server,
the agency said. It added that
it had identified more than
85,000 cyberattacks that
aimed to exploit system vul-
nerabilities.

Some experts predicted
Georgescu would be barred
from running again. "It is
extremely likely that the
court will not allow Calin
Georgescu to run again," said
Sergiu Miscoiu, a political
science professor at Babes-
Bolyai University. Earlier
this year, the court banned
ultra-nationalist party leader
and European Parliament
member Diana Sosoaca from
running for president in a
move that analysts said over-
stepped court powers.

North Gaza hospital director
says Israeli strikes hit facility

GAZA (AFP): The direc-
tor of north Gaza’s Kamal
Adwan hospital and the
territory’s civil defense
agency said Israel con-
ducted several strikes on
Friday that hit the facility,
one of the last functioning
health centers in the area.
“There was a series of air
strikes on the northern and
western sides of the hospi-
tal, accompanied by
intense and direct fire,”
Hossam Abu Safieh said,
adding that four staff were
killed and no surgeons
were left at the site.

The Israeli army has not
yet responded to AFP
requests for comment on
the strikes. Mahmud
Bassal, Gaza’s  civil
defense spokesman, said
on Friday morning that the
Israeli army  entered
Kamal Adwan hospital,
evacuated patients and
arrested several
Palestinians. The city of
Beit Lahia has been the

site of an intense Israeli
military operation for the
past two months that has
intensified in recent days,
forcing thousands to flee
amid bombing, the civil
defense agency said.

The Israeli army has
stormed Kamal Adwan on
several occasions since the
start of the war nearly 14
months ago, while the hos-
pital said that its intensive
care unit director Ahmad
Al-Kahlut was killed in an
air strike late last month.
The army’s storming of
Kamal Adwan comes just
days after the UN’s World
Health Organization said
an emergency medical
team had reached it for the
first time in 60 days.

With little to no aid
reaching Kamal Adwan
since the start of the Israeli
operation in Gaza’s far
north in early October, the
hospital had run out of
most supplies, including
fuel. The Israeli army says

its operation in the north
aims to keep Hamas mili-
tants from regrouping
there. Rights groups have
accused it of pursuing a
plan to evacuate or starve
all those remaining there,
which it denies.

Israeli government
spokesman David Mencer
said on Thursday that resi-
dents of the north would
not be allowed to move
back there as long as the
military operations are
ongoing. The war in Gaza
was sparked by Hamas’s
surprise October 7, 2023
attack which resulted in
the deaths of 1,208 people,
mostly civilians, accord-
ing to an AFP tally based
on official data. Israel’s
retaliatory military cam-
paign in Gaza has resulted
in at least 44,580 deaths,
mostly civilians, accord-
ing to data from the terri-
tory’s Hamas-run health
ministry, which the UN
considers reliable.

Thousands
flee Homs

BEIRUT/AMMAN

(Reuter): Thousands of
people fled the central
Syrian city of Homs

overnight and into Friday
morning, a war monitoring
group and residents said, as
militant forces sought to
push their lightning offen-
sive against government
forces further south.

The head of the Syrian
faction leading the sweep-
ing assault told CNN that
his group — a former Al-
Qaeda affiliate now known
as Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham
(HTS) — aimed to “build
Syria” and bring Syrian
refugees back home from
Lebanon and Europe. It
was Abu Mohammed Al-
Golani’s first interview
since his group began seiz-
ing territory from Syrian
President Bashar Assad’s
forces on Nov. 27.
Militants have captured
two major cities so far and
are now thrusting toward
Homs, a key crossroads
city linking the capital

Damascus to Assad’s
coastal heartlands.
After years locked

behind frozen front lines,
the insurgents have burst
out of their northwestern
1dlib bastion to reel off the
swiftest battlefield advance
by either side since a street

uprising against Assad
mushroomed into civil war
13 years ago. Assad

regained control of most of
Syria after his key allies —
Russia, Iran and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah group — came
to his support. But all have
recently been diverted by
other crises, giving Syrian
Sunni Muslim militants a
window to fight back.

Hezbollah sent a small
number of “supervising
forces” from Lebanon to
Syria overnight to help pre-
vent anti-government fight-
ers from seizing the strate-
gic city of Homs, two sen-
ior Lebanese security
sources told Reuters. A
Syrian military officer and
two regional officials close
to Tehran also said that elite
forces from Iran-backed
Hezbollah had crossed over
from Lebanon overnight
and had taken up positions
in Homs. Hezbollah has
suffered major blows in its
war with Israel in Lebanon,
which assassinated some of
its top leaders.

Meanwhile, the mili-
tants said they had taken
over the towns of Talbisa
and Rastan, bringing them
within  kilometers  of
Homs. In another alarming
development for Assad,
the head of the US-backed
Syrian Kurdish force said
the radical Daesh group,
which ran a reign of terror
in large swathes of Iraq
and Syria until it was
defeated by a US-led
coalition in 2017, had now
taken control of some
areas in eastern Syria.
“Due to the recent devel-
opments, there is increased
movement by Islamic State
mercenaries in the Syrian
desert, in the south and
west of Deir Ezzor and the
countryside of Al-Raqqa,”
Mazloum Abdi told a press
conference, referring to
areas in the east of the
country.
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