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Electric wheelchairs
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin Gandapur has
announced the provision of electric
wheelchairs to persons with disabili-
ties, said the spokesperson for the Chief
Minister on Saturday. Under this initia-
tive, all persons with disabilities from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will receive the
electric wheelchairs, the spokesperson
confirmed.

Six killed, seven injured
F.P. Report

MABDI BAHAUDDIN: A deadly
explosion in a house in the Phalia area of
Mandi Bahauddin district Punjab has
claimed the lives of at least six people and
left seven others injured. The explosion
reportedly triggered by a fire in stored
fireworks also led to a partial collapse of
the building. The explosion occurred
when fireworks kept inside the house
caught fire setting off a powerful blast.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif witnessing exchange of MoUs between
Muslim World League and OIC at International Conference on Girls’ Education.

F.P. Report

KARAK: A horrific traffic
accident on the Indus
Highway at Ambiri Kallah
Chowk has claimed the lives
of at least 12 individuals and
left 25 others injured.

The incident occurred
when a 22-wheeler trailer,
reportedly suffering from
brake failure, collided with a
passenger flying coach and
several other vehicles.
Rescue operations are still
ongoing, with authorities
working to extricate more
bodies from the wreckage.

According to the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) of
Karak, the crash occurred
late in the afternoon and
immediately resulted in mul-
tiple fatalities. The oil tanker
trailer, which was unable to
halt due to the malfunction-
ing brakes, overturned onto
the passenger coach, crush-
ing it under its weight.

The force of the collision
caused a chain reaction,
affecting several other vehi-
cles on the highway. “The
trailer's failure to stop led to
a catastrophic chain of
events. The coach was com-
pletely crushed under the
trailer, causing immense loss
of life,” said DC Karak. The
authorities have issued a red
alert across local hospitals,
preparing for a surge of
injured victims, some in crit-
ical condition.

Rescue teams have man-
aged to pull several sur-
vivors from the wreckage,
with the injured being trans-
ported to the District
Headquarters (DHQ)
Hospital in Karak. Medical
teams are on high alert as the
situation continues to devel-
op. Emergency responders
and local authorities are still
working tirelessly to remove
the bodies from the debris,
and the death toll is expected

to rise as more casualties are
discovered.

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin
Gandapur on Saturday
expressed profound sorrow
over the loss of lives in an
accident on Indus Highway
in Karak district. The Chief
Minister extended heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
families and prayed for the
deceased forgiveness and
strength for their loved
ones.

The Chief Minister also
directed authorities to pro-
vide all necessary medical
facilities to the injured. He
conveyed his best wishes
for the swift recovery of
those injured in the acci-
dent. He also expressed sol-
idarity with the grieving
families, stating that the
provincial government
shares their sorrow at this
critical time.

Karak road accident
claims 12 lives, injures 25

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) Emir
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
has criticised the establish-
ment, saying that its behav-
iour remains unchanged, as
it disregards the notions of
right and wrong and focus-
es solely on retaining
authority.

"Their only concern is
maintaining their power.
The establishment ridicules
the people's vote so why
shouldn't the public mock
the establishment in
return?" he said during a
press conference in Karachi
on Saturday. Fazl asserted
that the establishment's
claims of being apolitical
were inherently political
and remarked: "Even mar-
tial law regimes have man-
aged to complete their
terms in power".

The JUI-F chief also
highlighted a specific
instance of electoral inter-
ference, saying: "They
ensured the victory of a
candidate who couldn't win
even a single polling sta-
tion. Such practices contin-
ue to erode the sanctity of
democracy and the consti-
tution". The veteran politi-
cian further expressed dis-

appointment with politi-
cians who, in his view,
compromise on democracy,
constitutional principles,
and basic values. "Our
grievances with political
leaders who fail to uphold
democratic norms and are
only interested in vested in
their own rule," he lament-
ed.

His remarks come as the
religio-political party has
protested against the
alleged alteration of results
in the by-election for
Balochistan Assembly's
PB-45 constituency. The
recently held by-polls saw
Pakistan Peoples Party's
(PPP) candidate Haji Ali
Madad Jatak winning by
securing 6,883 votes fol-
lowed by Pashtoonkhwa
National Awami Party's
(PkMAP) Nasrullah Khan
Barech in the second place
with 4,122 votes.

JUI-F's candidate Mir
Muhammad Usman Pirkani
managed to secure 3,731
votes to secure third place.
On other matters, Fazl
mentioned that all national
issues should be resolved
through consensus. "We
have to improve the coun-
try's [existing] system," he
said.

Speaking on education

reforms, the JUI-F leader
said that parliamentary leg-
islation has already been
enacted to regulate and reg-
ister madrassas, and
acknowledged that relief
had been provided in their
registration process
through a presidential ordi-
nance. "We do not object to
these reforms, but we must
ensure they respect the
autonomy of these institu-
tions," he emphasised.
Regarding recent develop-
ments, the politico revealed
that his meeting with
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi was of a personal
nature. 

"He often visits my res-
idence, and our discus-
sions remain private," he
clarified. Commenting on
the economy, he urged for
transparency, saying: "The
truth about the nation's
economic condition must
be revealed". Reiterating
his respect for Federal
Education Minister Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui, Fazl
took a jibe at the
Muttahida Qaumi
M o v e m e n t - P a k i s t a n
(MQM-P) leader and said:
"Though he is the federal
minister for education, he
often comes to my house
to 'study' various issues."

Establishment focuses
only on power: Fazl

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said that the
development of Karachi is
mandatory for country’s
progress. He said that Asif
Ali Zardari provided
ample resources to Karachi
when he first became the
President of Pakistan.

The PPP chairman on
Saturday inaugurated the
first phase of 9.1 kilometre
long Shahrah e Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto from
Qayyumabad to Shah
Faisal interchange.
“Zulfikar Ali Bhutto played
an important role in
improving the infrastruc-
ture of Karachi and provid-
ed employment to its peo-
ple,” said Bilawal.

The PPP chairman said
that his family is contribut-
ing in the development of
Karachi for last three gen-
erations. “Benazir Bhutto
always tried to restore
peace in Karachi,” the PPP
chairman said. He added
that the project will resolve
the traffic issues and it will
connect Karachi with other
parts of the country.

The PPP chairman said
that the federal government
isn’t providing the due
rights of Sindh and there-

fore they opted for public-
private partnerships in
Karachi. Bilawal said that
Asif Ali Zardari is aware of
problems being faced by
the traders and he always
tried to provide them relief. 

CM Shah, addressing the
same event, admitted that
the construction of
Shahrah-e-Bhutto, the
newly-constructed Malir
Expressway, was complet-
ed after a long delay. He
said that ex-premier
Benazir had approved a
package 30 years ago that
included expressway proj-
ects in Lyari and Malir and
others.

The chief minister said
that the PPP chairman had
asked the provincial admin-
istration not to use the
names of his family mem-
bers in the development
projects, however, the gov-
ernment made a special
request to Bilawal to allow
them to name this road after
his grandfather due to its
significance. Spanning

approximately 40km, the
expressway connects
Korangi Creek Avenue
(DHA) to the M-9 Mot-
orway (Superhighway)
near Kathore, offering a
critical link for com-
muters and significantly
reducing travel time.

The expressway will
include dedicated inter-
changes, providing seam-
less access to key residen-
tial and commercial areas
along the route. The first
section will feature a ramp
to facilitate immediate traf-
fic flow and will be com-
plemented by a connecting
flyover from Korangi,
which is expected to be
completed within two
months. The construction
of the Jam Sadiq
Interchange and road reha-
bilitation projects at the
EBM and Shah Faisal
Interchanges are progress-
ing steadily. Encro-
achments at the Quaidabad
Interchange have been
cleared, and construction is
ongoing to enhance con-
nectivity.

A Toll Plaza will manage
traffic flow, charging
Rs100 for cars and jeeps,
and Rs200 for heavy vehi-
cles. Security measures will
include patrols by traffic
police, fire brigades, and
Rescue 1122 ambulances.

Pakistan’s progress linked
with Karachi’s development

Saqib Mushtaq

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on
Saturday called upon the global and
local organizations, philanthropists
and entrepreneurs to join hands in
creating scalable and sustainable
opportunities for ensuring education
to women. 

Addressing a two-day
International Conference on "Girls'
Education in Muslim Communities:
Challenges and Opportunities," as a
chief guest, the prime minister said
that in the next decade, millions of
young girls would enter the jobs mar-
ket with immense prospects for social
and economic prosperity. 

"As they do so, they have the
potential to not just lift themselves,
their families and the nation out of the
poverty but also to enrich the global
economy, new markets and find inno-
vative solutions to their shared chal-
lenges," he observed. The prime min-
ister also stressed that they should
assure the womenfolk that their rights
should be respected and their ambi-
tions be met, besides, no cultural or
social impediment stood in the way
of achieving their dreams. 

He said despite their rich legacy,
the Islamic world, including Pakistan,
was facing numerous challenges in
ensuring access to education for girls,
adding that denying education to
girls, amounted to denying their
rights and voice and denying them
their right to bright future. 

In Pakistan, the prime minister
said women made half of the total
population, yet the female literacy
rate stood at 49 percent only, while
alarmingly around 22.8 million chil-
dren, with age bracket of five to eight
years, were out of schools, including
a proportionate number of girls. The
inadequate infrastructure, safety con-
cerns, as well as deeply entrenched

societal norms further exacerbated
the issue, creating a cycle of depriva-
tion, spanning over generations, he
regretted. 

The prime minister said the found-
ing father Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah was a strong advocate for
women's role in nation building.
Quaid-e-Azam had stated "No nation
can rise to the height of glory unless
your women are side by side with
you," and advised that the magnitude
of these problems might be consider-
able but they should keep fighting for
their cause by committing resources
and raising their voice, he recalled.

The prime minister further elabo-
rated that one of the major steps to
addressing the educational disparities
in Pakistan was the establishment of
Danish schools during his tenure as
chief minister Punjab. It was a unique
initiative to provide quality education
to the deprived population and to the
unprivileged students in the under-
developed rural areas. Without this

opportunity, their talent would have
been lost in the dusty streets of their
remote villages, he added. 

The prime minister said this initia-
tive was now replicated in different
far-flung areas of Pakistan, paving
way for a promising and inclusive
future. He also expressed his satisfac-
tion over presence of girl students in
the ceremony, who had graduated
from these schools. 

Their presence was a testimony to
their efforts and culmination of a col-
lective dream as these students
embodied the hope and nation's
bright future, he added. The prime
minister said through the youth pro-
grammes, the government was com-
mitted to providing quality education
and creating jobs, and offering mean-
ingful opportunities which included
scholarships, vocational training and
demand driven skills in AI, data and
cyber security etc; as well as, provi-
sion of free laptops to the high
achievers. 

22m children out of
school in Pakistan
PM for collective efforts at sustainable
educational opportunities for females

LOS ANGELES (Reuters):
Firefighters finally started gaining
control over two major wildfires on
the eastern and western flanks of Los
Angeles as fierce winds that super-
charged the fires for days finally
eased. Six simultaneous wildfires
have devastated Los Angeles County
neighbourhoods since Tuesday,
killing 10 people and destroying
nearly 10,000 structures, with those
figures expected to grow.

With thousands of people suddenly
homeless and the thickening smoke
leading US officials to declare a pub-
lic health emergency, firefighters
reported progress in arresting the
Palisades Fire on the western edge of
the city and the Eaton Fire in the
foothills east of the sprawling
metropolis. After burning out of con-
trol for days, despite the efforts of
hundreds of firefighters attacking the
blazes from the air and on the ground,
the Palisades Fire was 8 per cent con-
tained and the Eaton Fire 3 per cent.
Cal Fire said both containment levels
had been 0 per cent until Friday.

Even so, the fires combined had

consumed more than 313,700
hectares - or 137sqkm – two-and-a-
half times the land area of Manhattan.
"We are doing everything we can to
bring the situation under control, and
success has been reported," Los
Angeles Mayor Karen Bass said at a
news conference. "We know that
we're going to have a possible
increase in the force of the winds at
the beginning of next week, and get-
ting Los Angeles prepared - doing
everything we can to save lives - that
is our No 1 job."

Conditions in the Los Angeles area
will improve through the weekend,
with sustained winds slowing to
about 32kmh, gusting between
56kmh and 80kmh, according to the
National Weather Service, a respite
from recent wind gusts of 130kmh.
Any easing would allow more crucial
support from aircraft dropping water
and fire retardant on the flaming hills.
"It's not as gusty, so that should help
firefighters," NWS meteorologist
Allison Santorelli said, adding that
conditions were still critical with low
humidity and dry vegetation.

Farther south in San Diego, winds
will pick up, with sustained winds of
64kmh and gusts up to 110kmh, cre-
ating dangerous fire conditions over
the weekend, she added. Pacific
Palisades residents who ventured
back to their devastated neighbour-
hoods were shocked to find brick
chimneys looming over charred
waste and burnt-out vehicles as acrid
smoke lingered in the air. "I can't
describe it," 44-year-old psychiatrist
Kelly Foster said as she combed
through the ashy rubble where her
home once stood. "I have no words."

Officials have imposed a curfew in
mandatory evacuation zones for the
Palisades and Eaton Fires to prevent
looting. California National Guard
members also have begun to arrive to
free up firefighters and police. On
Friday morning, hundreds of people
streamed into a parking lot near the
Rose Bowl stadium in Pasadena for
donated clothing, diapers and bottled
water. Eventually, police forced the
makeshift aid centre, set up near the
epicentre of the Eaton Fire, to make
way for the growing number of first

responders staged nearby.
Denise Doss, 63, said authorities

earlier had stopped her from checking
on the nearby Altadena home she
shares with her 86-year-old father,
citing risks of burning embers and
potentially ruptured gas lines.
Another Altadena resident picking up
supplies, 78-year-old Everett Wilson,
said his home escaped the flames but
he worries about looters: "I just don't
want someone to take my stuff."
Meanwhile, false evacuation mes-
sages sent by an automated alert sys-
tem further frayed the nerves of
Angelenos. Officials vowed to fix the
problem.

Tens of thousands of homes were
without power, and air quality is a
major concern. Many Altadena resi-
dents said they were worried govern-
ment resources would go to wealthier
areas and that insurers might short-
change those who cannot afford to
contest denials of fire claims.
Catastrophic losses are already
weighing on insurers, which are brac-
ing for billions of dollars in potential
claims. Private forecaster

AccuWeather estimated the damage
and economic loss at US$135 billion
to US$150 billion, portending an
arduous recovery and soaring home-
owners' insurance costs.

California Insurance
Commissioner Ricardo Lara called
on insurers on Friday to suspend
pending non-renewals and cancella-
tions that homeowners received
before the fires began and to extend
the grace period for payments. Biden
has declared the fires a major disaster
and said the US government would
reimburse 100 per cent of the recov-
ery for the next six months. In a call
with Mayor Bass and California
Governor Gavin Newsom on Friday
he reiterated his pledge to provide
California with resources to fight the
blazes and rebuild. 

On Jan 20, the Democratic presi-
dent hands over the reins of govern-
ment to his successor, Republican
Donald Trump. The president-elect,
along with his allies, has sought to
blame the Democratic state and local
officials as well environmentalists for
the Los Angeles disaster, which sci-

entists say is the latest in weather
extremes triggered by climate
change. 

The fires erupted across Los
Angeles after months without rain
and the arrival this week of fierce
Santa Ana winds blowing hot, dry air
over the region outside the traditional
fire season. City and fire officials
have said hydrants in the urban area
were not designed to handle such a
massive, unprecedented wildfire.
Officials are still investigating what
ignited the blazes, as flames contin-
ued to raze homes and landmarks
while evacuations, closures and
sports relocations continued.

Los Angeles police interviewed a
possible arson suspect related to the
Kenneth Fire near Calabasas but
lacked enough probable cause for an
arrest on that charge, Assistant Police
Chief Dominic Choi told reporters on
Friday. Edison International unit
Southern California Edison said
insurers asked it to preserve evidence
related to the Eaton Fire but that no
fire agencies have connected the util-
ity to the blaze.

Battle against Los Angeles fires gains ground as intense winds ease

New FBR
system to
contribute

in uplift
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Mi-
nister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday said that
the faceless customs assess-
ment system would con-
tribute to Pakistan's econom-
ic development and was a
significant step towards the
digitization of Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR). 

The prime minister
expressed these views dur-
ing a meeting with Chief
Collector Customs, Karachi
Zone Jamil Nasir who called
on him, PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release.
The prime minister praised
the chief collector customs
and his team at Customs
Karachi zone for their out-
standing contributions in the
development and implemen-
tation of the faceless cus-
toms assessment system. 

The prime minister
announced a reward of 15
million rupees for the team
working on the develop-
ment and implementation
of the faceless customs
assessment system. The
prime minister said that due
to customs assessment sys-
tem, there had been a sig-
nificant improvement in
transparency, efficiency,
and service delivery in cus-
toms operations.

PTI founder
moves LHC
for bail in

May 9 cases
F.P. Report

LAHORE: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan
approached the Lahore
High Court (LHC), seek-
ing post-arrest bail in sev-
eral May 9 cases regis-
tered against him.

The PTI founder main-
tained in the plea that he
was in National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) custody in
Islamabad on May 9 and
had nothing to do with the
violence on the day.
Imran Khan termed the
cases against him as an
act of ‘political revenge’.

Imran Khan told the
court that he has been
subjected to ‘political vic-
timization’ and facing
several ‘fabricated’ cases
for two years, requesting
the court to approve his
post-arrest bail. The PTI
founder approached the
LHC after his bail plea
was rejected by the Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) in
eight May 9 cases includ-
ing the Jinnah House
attack.

“The ATC has rejected
the bail applications, con-
trary to the facts,” Imran
Khan argued. Earlier, PTI
founder’s sister Aleema
Khanum said that Imran
Khan has decided to plea
his case at the
International Human
Rights Organisation
(IHRO). Talking to jour-
nalists outside Adiala Jail,
Aleema Khan alleged that
the PTI founder is being
denied the right to com-
municate with his chil-
dren. She further claimed,
“He is not allowed to
meet his doctor, and this
treatment amounts to tor-
ture.”

Aleema claimed that ‘no
court is willing to hear their
petitions.’ “The PTI
founder has said we have
no other option left now,”
she revealed. She men-
tioned that the PTI founder
plans to take his case to
international human rights
organizations. Aleema
Khanum also shared that
the PTI founder laughed
heartily at Rana
Sanaullah’s press confer-
ence. “Our family is receiv-
ing threats and warnings,”
she disclosed, adding, “We
have taken on a responsi-
bility as a family.”

PM hopeful about outcome of Int’l
Conference on Girls’ Education

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday
expressed his optimism that the current ongoing international conference on
girls' education in Islamabad would go a long way and help them put their
acts together to promote education among females in the Islamic countries. 

Addressing a meeting of the visiting ministers and authorities of educa-
tion from various Muslim countries, the prime minister expressed gratitude
to them for their participation in the conference of high importance in the
present-day challenges. He said Pakistan faced different challenges in pro-
moting education for girls. Around 22.8 million children in the country were
out of schools and majority among them were girls, he added.  The prime
minister referred to his earlier speech in the conference wherein he had
highlighted the significance of female education as emphasised upon by the
Islamic teachings and the instructions of the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him). He said that they were ready to share their experience with the rele-
vant authorities in the education sector, adding a committee had been
formed in the country over reforms in this sector which was also coordinat-
ing with all the provinces.
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KARACHI (APP):
Governors of Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Sardar Saleem Haider and
Faisal Karim Kundi along
with senior party leaders of
Punjab called on central
president Pakistan People's
Party Women Wing Faryal
Talpur here at Zardari
House on Saturday.

Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah, PPP
Punjab leaders Qamar
Zaman Kaira, Nadeem
Afzal Chan, Chaudhry
Manzoor and others were
also present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Faryal Talpur said
PPP wants to resolve all
issues of the country in
light of the vision of presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari and
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari. 

Faryal said that only a
strong and sincere leader-
ship like President Zardari
and Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto can lead Pakistan
towards a prosperous future.

She said that the doors
of the Pakistan People's
Party were always open to
all democratic forces and

individuals.
PPP is actively work-

ing to strengthen the fed-
eral democratic system,

promote tolerance and
equality in society, and
ensure the welfare of the
people, she added.

Punjab, KP Governors call
on Faryal Talpur, 

political matters discussed

KARACHI: Governors KP Faisal Karim Kundi and
Sindh CM Syed Murad Ali Shah meets PPP Women
central president Wing Faryal Talpur at Zardari House.

KARACHI (PPI): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has said that
Shahrah-e-Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto (Shahrah-e-
Bhutto) is not merely a proj-
ect but a realisation of
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto’s forward-thinking
Karachi Package announced
in 1994-95 to introduce the
Lyari and Malir
Expressways, aimed at
addressing Karachi’s increas-
ing congestion and mod-
ernising its infrastructure. 

“The city's unplanned
growth necessitated the
launch of mega projects to
address the situation caused
by Musharraf's Local
Government Order, which
the PPP government did not
influence.” This he said
while speaking at the inaugu-
ration ceremony of Shahrah-
e-Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto (Shahrah-e-Bhutto)
performed by Chairman of
the Pakistan Peoples Party,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Saturday. Former chief min-
ister Syed Qaim Ali Shah,
President PPP Sindh Nisar
Khuhro, Provincial
Ministers- Saeed Ghani,
Mayor Karachi Murtaza
Wahab, and Special Assistant
on Investment Syed Qasim
Naveed, and others were
present on the occasion. 

The event was attended by
all the provincial ministers,
MNAs, MPAs, local bodies
representatives, Murad Shah
said that the Shah Faisal
Intersection, a key segment
of the much-anticipated
Shahrah-e-Bhutto, has been
inaugurated by Chairman
PPP Bilawal Bhutto, marking
a significant milestone in
Karachi’s journey toward
urban modernisation.

In a momentous event held
in Karachi, the partial open-
ing of the 9.1-kilometre sec-
tion of the Shahrah-e-Bhutto,
extending from Shaheed-e-
Millat Expressway at
Qayumabad to the Shah
Faisal Interchange, was cele-
brated as a transformative
step for the city. “This access-
controlled, high-speed corri-
dor is designed to revolu-
tionise Karachi’s urban land-
scape, providing immediate
relief to commuters while set-
ting the stage for the comple-
tion of the full 38.75-kilome-
tre expressway by 2025,” the
CM said. Murad Shah said
that the Shahrah-e-Bhutto
was more than a road. “it is a
lifeline for Karachi’s future,
and it represents progress,
hope, and a brighter tomor-
row for the people of Sindh,”
he said. The CM said that
Shahrah-e-Bhutto was not
just a project but a realisation
of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto’s forward-
thinking Karachi Package
(1994-95). “Conceived under
her leadership, the package
introduced the Lyari and
Malir Expressways to tackle
Karachi’s growing conges-
tion and modernise its infra-
structure,” he said and paid
tribute to her legacy,
acknowledging her vision
that laid the foundation for

Karachi’s urban transforma-
tion. Mr Shah said that the
Shahrah-e-Bhutto project,
costing Rs. 54.7 billion, was
a shining example of the
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) framework, where the
Sindh Government con-
tributed Rs. 31.3 billion,
while private equity and
commercial loans covered
the rest. He added that such
collaboration underscored
Sindh’s ability to attract pri-
vate investment for public
welfare.

Murad Shah said that once
fully operational, the
Shahrah-e-Bhutto would
reduce travel time from over
an hour to just 25 minutes to
serve as an alternative to
Shahrah-e-Faisal, easing con-
gestion, to connect industrial
zones to key locations,
improving trade and logistics,
to provide a safer and more
efficient route for heavy traf-
fic to and from Karachi Port
Trust. He added that, impor-
tantly, the construction
ensured that no residents
were displaced, upholding the
government’s commitment to
the welfare of its citizens.

The CM said that the PPP
continued to deliver ground-
breaking infrastructure proj-
ects, including the
Hyderabad-Mirpurkhas Dual
Carriageway, Sir Aga Khan
Jhirk-Mulakatyar Bridge,
Ghotki-Kandhkot Bridge
(the longest over the Indus),
Nabisar-Vajihar Water Works
Project, which would support
Thar Block-I IPPs and reduce
national energy costs.

While discussing Karachi,
he highlighted several infra-
structure projects his govern-
ment has completed, includ-
ing various roads, underpass-
es, and flyovers. He also
mentioned key initiatives
such as the 100-bed Baldia
Hospital, which is ready for
inauguration, and a Garbage
Transfer Station currently
under construction. In addi-
tion, he announced the con-
struction of the Shahrah-e-
Bhutto Zero Point, which
will extend from Karachi
Port to Korangi, serving as
the new starting point for
Shahrah-e-Bhutto.

As Karachi takes this leap
forward, the chief minister
assured citizens of the
province of continued com-
mitment to completing the
project ahead of schedule,
emphasising that guided by
the party leadership of
President Asif Ali Zardari
and Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, we would
build a Karachi that inspires
the nation and leads by
example.” Murad Shah invit-
ed prominent local investors
to participate in significant
projects being initiated by
the provincial government
under the public-private part-
nership (PPP) model. He
encouraged them to con-
tribute to the development of
the city. The Chief Minister
pledged to bring an addition-
al 400 MGD of water to
Karachi to address the city's
increasing water needs and
to better serve its residents.

CM Murad announces
construction 

of Shahrah-e-Bhutto



PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Medical University
(KMU) has finalized arra-
ngements for conducting
clinical trials of an indige-
nously developed herbal
medicine aimed at treating
Cutaneous Leishmaniasis
(CL), a painful and disfig-
uring skin disease that has
seen a significant rise in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

“Preparations for the
final testing of this herbal
ointment, developed by two
scientists from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, have been
completed,” disclosed Dr
Khalid Rehman, Director
Public Health KMU.

The clinical trial, sched-
uled to last around six
months, will involve three
groups of patients undergo-
ing different treatment pro-
cedures to evaluate the
medicine’s effectiveness,
Dr Khalid informed APP.

The treatment modules
include standard practice of
administering glucantime
injections, photodynamic
therapy (PDT) in collabora-
tion with Irnum Hospital
and application of the local-

ly prepared herbal medi-
cine. Trails would be held
at a hotspot of CL infection
area, preferably Malakand
district to expand its cover-
age scope to Bajauar and
Mohmand districts where
large number of CL cases
are reported. In the trial,
duration of treatment by
three modules will be mon-
itored besides reaction of
medicine and patients com-
ments, Dr Khalid added. 

The indigenous herbal
ointment, named Leish-Nat
Z, is the result of over five
years of research by Dr
Momin Khan, Associate
Professor of Microbiology
at KMU, and Dr. Adnan
Ameen, Chairman of the
Department of Pharmaco-
gnosy at Gomal University,
DI Khan. Leish-Nat Z is
formulated from natural
ingredients such as Allium
sativum (garlic), Pistacia
vera oil, Cinnamomum ver-
um (cinnamon), Syzygium
aromaticum (clove),
Nigella sativa (black seed),
and Azadirachta indica
(neem tree).

According to scientists,

Leish-Nat Z is easy to
apply and is not painful as
Glucantime, a pentavalent
antimonial, serving as first
line drug for treatment of
CL, administered through
injecting directly in infect-
ed skin. Encouraging pre-
liminary results have
already been received from
the ointment at all the stage
of testing including ‘In
vitro’ (laboratory) and ‘In

vivo’ (in living organism
including animal and hum-
ans), the scientists claimed.

“If clinical trials produce
satisfactory outcomes while
meeting international stan-
dards, the medicine will
move toward commercial
production, providing an
affordable and effective treat-
ment option for thousands of
CL patients in the region”, Dr
Khalid commented.

PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyber Pakhtunk-
hwa, Faisal Karim Kundi,
on Saturday taken notice of
the tragic traffic accident in
Karak district Ambery
Kelay, and sought reports
on the incident that claimed
the lives of 10 persons.

Governor Kundi has
directed health department
officials to provide all pos-
sible medical assistance to
the injured. He also issued
instructions to the teams of
the Red Crescent to carry
out relief activities.

Additionally, Governor

Kundi called on Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) work-
ers to actively participate in
relief efforts in Ambery
Kelay and donate blood to
aid the victims.

Following the incident,
the Vice Chairman of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Red
Crescent, Farzand Ali
Wazir, arrived at the acci-
dent site promptly at the
request of Governor Kundi. 

He coordinated with
local authorities, super-
vised relief operations and
ensured the clearance of
roadblocks.

During visit, he also met
with officials from the
health department and other
relief agencies, commend-
ing their efforts in managing
the emergency response.

Meanwhile, Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi expre-
ssed sorrow over the death
of 12 workers, Including 10
from Shangla, in Quetta
coal mine accident.

The Governor prayed for
the departed souls in eternal
peace and grant courage to
bereaved family members
to bear this irriparible lose
with fortitude.
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PESHAWAR (APP): Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Minister
for Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister, Aftab
Alam Afridi Advocate here
on Saturday chaired a meet-
ing to discuss investment of
Chinese Company in Kohat.

The meeting was also
attended by former Federal
Interior Minister Shehryar
Afridi MNA, Chairman
DDAC Kohat Shafi Jan

MPA, Daud Shah Afridi
MPA, Deputy Commiss-
ioner Kohat Abdul Akram
Chitrali, Tehsil Mayor
Kohat Qari Sher Zaman,
Tehsil Nazim Gumbat Sajid
Iqbal, Tehsil Nazim Lachi
Ehsan Khan and officials
concerned 

The meeting thoroughly
discussed Chinese compa-
ny’s interest in investing in
Kohat in various sectors

especially in farming and
livestock. The company
was assured on behalf of
the provincial government
all possible support and
facilities. 

Chairing the meeting,
law minister said, the
Chinese investment in the
Kohat would not only cre-
ate new employment
opportunities but it will sta-
bilize the local economy

and initiate a new era of
development. 

He further said that mod-
ern technology would be
used in livestock and farm-
ing sectors. 

The minister termed
Chinese investment a posi-
tive step for the develop-
ment of Kohat and hoped
that it would be a milestone
for the progress and pros-
perity of Kohat.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Provincial
Food Minister Zahir Shah
Toru has said that Fazal
Haq College Mardan is a
quality educational institu-
tion with a glorious past.
The political leadership of
Mardan will play its dur
role for its bright future.

He was addressing a
high-level meeting in the
college’s committee room.
Senator Zeeshan Khanzada,
DDAC Chairman Zarshad
Khan, Members of
Provincial Assembly Abdul
Salam Afridi, Tariq
Mehmood Ariani, DEO
Male Zahid Khan, DEO
Female Samina Ghani,
Principal Higher Secondary
School Baghdad Ashraf Ali
and other relevant officials
participated in the meeting. 

The principal of the col-
lege, Professor Jahanzeb
Khan, while giving a brief-
ing, said that a comprehen-
sive strategy has been
drawn up to restore the

glory of Fazal Haq College
and to further enhance the
quality of education here,
which includes strengthen-
ing the infrastructure of the
college and further improv-
ing it. 

The future plan, he
added included establish-
ment of a School of
Artificial Intelligence and
Computing Sciences and a
School of Linguistics in the
college along with the
launch of A Level and BS
classes in the college. 

He said that a summary
has been sent to the Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa for the restoration of
the ancient Sher Shah hos-
tel of the college and other
facilities, the approval of
which will pave the way for
solving many problems of
the college. 

Food Minister Zahir
Shah Toru, Senator
Zeeshan Khanzada and
Assembly members Abdul
Salam Afridi, Zarshad
Khan and Tariq Mehmood

Aryani said that the name
of Fazal Haq College is
respected throughout the
country and students from
all over the country had
been coming to get quality
education in this presti-
gious institution. 

Preferring to read. They
assured that they will fully
support the development
and expansion of this col-
lege. Zahir Shah Toru said
that the development of
education is the top priority
of the present provincial
government and a signifi-
cant amount has been set
aside for the development
of the education sector in
the provincial budget. He
said that provision of neces-
sary resources to Fazal Haq
College will be ensured. 

On this occasion, the
provincial minister and
members of the assembly
also planted saplings in the
college ground under the
plan to plant one and a half
lakh saplings on behalf of
the principal of the college.

PESHAWAR (APP): An
international conference on
girls’ education, held over
two days in Islamabad, has
garnered widespread praise
across Khyber Pakhtun-
khwa, with experts express-
ing hopes for practical solu-
tions to the ongoing chal-
lenges facing girls’ educa-
tion in Muslim communi-
ties, aligned with Islamic
principles.

The successful holding of
the conference has testfied
Pakistan’s unwavering com-
mitment towards promotion
of girls education and
encourge them to continue
higher studies imperative for
sustainable progress and
prosperity of the future gen-
eration.

Professor Dr. Muhammad
Ibrahim, former Director of
Education, emphasized the
importance of the confer-
ence for Muslim communi-
ties, especially Pakistan. 

Talking to APP, he high-
lighted the various chal-
lenges, including miscon-
ceptions, economic imbal-
ances, social taboos, and
security concerns, that hin-
der the progress of girls’
education. 

He pointed out that
despite women comprising

half of Pakistan’s popula-
tion, the female literacy rate
remains at a concerning 49
percent, with around 22.8
million children aged 5 to 8
years, including many girls,
currently out of schools.

Dr. Ibrahim stressed the
urgent need for solutions to
key issues such as high
dropout rates after matricu-
lation due to the lack of edu-
cational institutions, trans-
port, socio-economic dispar-
ities, and early marriages.

The conference, attended
by over 150 international
dignitaries—including min-
isters, ambassadors, schol-
ars, and representatives from
organizations like OICs,
UNESCO, UNICEF, and the
World Bank—aims to create
actionable recommendations
to tackle these pressing
issues. He said poverty and
preferance to sons over girls
higher education in tribal
societies increased girls
droup out that needed to be
addressed.

Dr Ibrahim appreciated
the Federal Government
endeavours of providing
special financial incentives
to millions of poor women
for education of their girls
under Benazir Bhutto
Income Support Program.

In partnership with the
Muslim World League
(MWL), the Government of
Pakistan launched a compre-
hensive platform to support
girls’ education in Muslim
societies, marking a signifi-
cant step in advancing edu-
cational equality.

Former Ambassador
Manzoorul Haq praised
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif’s inclusive
inaugural address at the con-
ference, which called for
unity within the Muslim
world to promote girls’ edu-
cation.

Manzoorul Haq outlined
the conference’s goal to fos-
ter international collabora-
tions among governments,
Islamic organizations, and
global civil groups, thereby
building a network across
Muslim nations to advance
girls’ education and con-
tribute to mutual economic
development.

The conference also aims
to implement the principles
laid out in the Charters of
Makkah, which advocate for
unity and cooperation
among Islamic schools of
thought and sects, and to
honor resolutions adopted
by the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

member states.
Ambassador Haq further

explained that the confer-
ence sends a powerful mes-
sage to the world that Islam,
as a religion of knowledge,
peace, and civilization, sup-
ports all measures enabling
girls’ access to education. 

He deplored any actions
or legislation that prevent
girls from accessing educa-
tion, clarifying that such
practices contradict Islamic
teachings.

Experts at the conference
are focusing on developing
strategies to overcome the
barriers impeding girls’ edu-
cation and are committed to
leveraging existing opportu-
nities to improve education-
al outcomes. 

The ultimate goal is to
empower women to con-
tribute meaningfully to their
communities and society at
large, in line with Islamic
principles and the resolu-
tions discussed at the event.

This historic conference
marks a critical step in
ensuring that girls’education
becomes a global priority,
particularly in Muslim-
majority nations, and that
the rights and opportunities
of women are upheld across
the world.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
13th Snow Jeep Race org-
anized by Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Culture and Tou-
rism Authority (KPCTA)
would start at Shahi Gro-
und in Kalam on Sunday.

The race was being
organized by KPCTA in

collaboration with Upper
Swat Development
Authority, Frontier 4x4
Club and Pakistan Army.
The race include competi-
tions in four categories:
Zero to 2500cc, 2500cc to
Open, Vintage, and ladies
category.

Jeeps convoy from
Peshawar has already
reached Kalam under
supervision of KPCTA and
Frontier 4x4 Club.

Advisor to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Zahid Chanzeb
has said that purpose of the

event was to promote win-
ter and adventure tourism
in the province. 

He said that the tourism
department had also held
successful competitions of
ice hockey, curling and
speed skating at Shandur
Top.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Last week, a
female killer whale was
spotted off the coast of
Washington State pushing
the body of her dead new-
born calf. The orca, known
as Tahlequah, was observed
doing the same thing in
2018 after another of her
calves died in infancy. On
that occasion, Tahlequah
pushed the body of her off-
spring for 17 days, continu-
ally retrieving it and pre-
venting it from sinking – an
incredible feat given the
fact that killer whales can
travel an average of 120km
(75 miles) a day. 

Whales are not the only
species known to carry the
bodies of their deceased
young. In 2021, Edinburgh
Zoo reported that one of
their chimpanzees, Lianne,
had given birth to a stillborn
baby and was refusing to let
go, carrying the infant
around with her within the
zoo enclosure. Other highly
intelligent mammals, such
as dolphins and monkeys,
have also been observed
behaving this way.

“It’s hard to see this
behaviour without thinking
of it through the lens of
grief, partly because, as

humans, if we lose someone
we want to cling on to that
person in some sense,” says
Becky Millar, a researcher
specialising in the philoso-
phy of cognitive sciences at
Cardiff University.

“It seems to be a very lit-
eral manifestation of that
kind of urge to retain bonds
with the dead loved one.”

According to Millar,
what’s notable about these
cases is that these animals
don’t treat the deceased
infant in the same way that
they would treat a merely
immobile, but live infant.
This suggests that it’s not
just a matter of them not
understanding that their
infant is dead. 

“There is some sort of
tension where the animal
isn’t quite able to let go,”
says Millar. “It’s like they’re
trying to grapple with this
new world that they’re faced
with and trying to come to
understand that loss.” 

There are signs that both
humans and animals under-
go this readjustment period.
For example, Millar points
to the fact that animals often
search for their companions
after their death, while
humans also engage in what
are called search behaviours
following a bereavement,

where they scan the envi-
ronment for any sign of the
deceased person.

Sometimes this behav-
iour can continue long after
the death. Famous examples
include that of Greyfriars
Bobby, a terrier who spent
14 years guarding his
owner’s grave in Edinburgh,
Scotland, and Hachiko, an
akita dog that continued to
wait for its owner at a train
station in Japan long after
his death.

There are also anecdotal
stories of animals displaying
acute distress after the loss
of a close companion. There
are reports that upon seeing
their babies eaten by killer
whales, for example, sea
lion mothers wail pitifully in
apparent anguish.

There are other examples
too. In her book How
Animals Grieve, anthropol-
ogist Barbara King also
describes accounts of cats,
dogs and rabbits crying and
searching for their compan-
ions, and horses gathering
around the grave of a mem-
ber of their herd.

In 1999, an elderly
female elephant at an Indian
zoo reportedly died of grief
after a young elephant she
had befriended died during
childbirth. The elderly ele-

phant, Damini, was seen to
shed tears over her friend’s
body, before she lost all
interest in food and eventu-
ally starved to death.

In 1972 Jane Goodall, an
English primatologist who
has studied chimpanzees in
the wild for over 60 years,
observed one young chim-
panzee known as Flint
showing signs of what in
humans would be called
clinical depression when his
mother died. He stopped
engaging in social interac-
tions with his group, refused
to eat, and eventually died a
month later. 

Even birds grieve, it
appears. Austrian zoologist
and ethologist Konrad
Lorenz once described the
response of greylag geese to
losing their mate as “rough-
ly identical with those
accompanying human
grief”. The geese hung their
heads dejectedly, lost inter-
est in food, and became
indifferent to the world
around them.

There isn’t just anecdot-
al evidence. Empirical
studies also support the the-
ory that some animals, at
least, feel emotions akin to
grief. Laboratory studies,
for instance, show that
infant primates faced with

the sudden loss of their
mother go through phases
of grief characterised by
wailing and crying, fol-
lowed by a gradual detach-
ment from the world. They
no longer play with others,
ignore new and exciting
objects, and eventually curl
up into a ball.

In another study, it was
found that female baboons
who had lost a close relative
had increased levels of
stress hormones, a response
that is also seen in humans
following a bereavement.

Some animals even
appear to display ritualistic
behaviours after a death,
similarly to how humans
would hold a funeral.
Elephants are known to visit
the remains of family mem-
bers and strangers alike,
touching and stroking their
bones, and standing for long
periods beside the skeleton
in a manner akin to a vigil.
Chimpanzees are also
known to clean the mouths
and bodies of the deceased
animal. There’s even anec-
dotal evidence that crows,
magpies and ravens gather
around the dead of their
own, sometimes placing
leaves or twigs close to the
carcass. 

“I was riding my bike

with a friend some years
ago, and there was a circle
of four or five magpies sur-
rounding a dead magpie,”
says Marc Bekoff, professor
emeritus of ecology and
evolutionary biology at the
University of Colorado,
Boulder.

“They were surrounding
the corpse with their heads
down, sort of lightly peck-
ing at it. Then one flew off
and brought some twigs and
leaves. Another did the
same, and then it was almost
like a chorus where they
stopped, slightly lowered
their head, and flew off.”

However, whether these
behaviours truly count as
grief depends largely on
how you define the concept
– a philosophical question
that is hotly debated. In a
recent article on the subject,
Millar says that unlike sad-
ness, which is usually fleet-
ing, grief tends to be pro-
tracted, lasting for months
or years. Another important
element of grief is that it
also seems to encompass
many different emotions.
“You might feel sadness, but
perhaps also other emotions
too like anger or even
hope,” says Millar. 

Grief also seems to
involve a complex process

of coming to recognise your
loss and its implications. 

“Even if you explicitly
know that someone has
died, there might be another
sense in which the loss has-
n’t yet been integrated into
your world and into your
habitual patterns of behav-
iour and thought,” says
Millar.

“So you might want to
lay out a plate for them on
the table, or you might still
anticipate the sound of their
car coming into the drive at
6pm, or that they’ll be sit-
ting on their favourite sofa
and so on. In some sense
you expect them to be there,
even though you know that
that person has died.”

Some philosophers argue
that, while some animals
undoubtedly feel distress
after losing a companion,
true grief requires further
cognitive capabilities that
animals lack. These include
the ability to understand the
permanence of death, and a
recognition that the individ-
ual will not be present for
future events and milestones
in your life. 

However, Millar points
out that this definition does-
n’t just exclude animals, it
also excludes children and
some adults. 

“I don’t think all human
grievers grapple with the
nature of mortality, or proj-
ect themselves to a really
distant future as part of their
grief. Young children who
suffer a bereavement are
probably not able to fully
comprehend their loss at
that stage, but it would seem
wrong to say that their grief
is lesser.”

In her article, Millar
defines grief as more about
learning in a more practical
sense how to live in a radi-
cally changed world. She
believes that this practical
process of adaptation is
something that could be
open to animals as well,
given that it doesn’t require
highly cognitive, intellectu-
al forms of understanding.
Ultimately, Millar believes
that many animals are capa-
ble of feeling grief. 

“I think that other ani-
mals can share their lives
with one another in quite a
rich way and their whole
patterns of behaviour can
come to hinge upon that
other animal,” says Millar.
So when their companion
dies, they too are forced to
undergo this kind of pro-
tracted process of compre-
hension and relearning of
their world.” 

PDA to arrange ‘Food and
Cultural Family Show’

PESHAWAR (APP): To provide recreational facilities
and promote local culture, the Peshawar Development
Authority (PDA) will arrange a three-day “Food and
Cultural Family Show” for the people of Peshawar.

A leaflet issued by the authority here on Saturday said
the festival will continue from 24TH to 26th January at
Regi Model Town (RMT). Various activities including
performance of local artists, vintage car show, fashion
designing exhibition, embroidery, children play zone,
archery, cultural music, cart show, Qawali, interaction
with TV and film artists, band performance, participation
of known personalities, food courts and other events have
been planned for the three days family show.

Muhammad Naeem Khan, Director General PDA said
maximum facilities and a refreshing atmosphere will be
provided to the participants during the event.

DOSTI
announces
literature
festival

PESHAWAR (APP): The
DOSTI Welfare Organ-
ization has announced the
4th chapter of the Peshawar
Literature Festival, titled
Rana-e-Khayal.

This grand literary event
will take place from
February 11 to February 22
at the Area Study Center,
University of Peshawar,
said a DOSTI press release
on Saturday.

During an orientation
session for volunteers, Dr.
Hanif Rasool, the lead
organizer of the festival,
shared details about the
event, saying that over 200
distinguished speakers will
participate in more than 60
diverse sessions covering a
wide range of literary and
cultural themes. Expanding
its reach beyond Peshawar,
this year’s festival will also
engage audiences at
Khushal Khan Khattak
University (Karak), Chitral
University, Kohat
University, and FATA
University (Darra Adam
Khel), reflecting the orga-
nization’s commitment to
promoting literature and
culture across the province.

To ensure the success of
this large-scale event, 150
volunteers will assist in
various capacities. “This
festival is a step toward
portraying the soft image of
our province to the nation
and the world,” Dr. Rasool
emphasized.

The festival will host
speakers and participants
from across Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, as well as Lahore,
Karachi, Islamabad, and
other cities. In addition to
literary discussions, the
event will feature work-
shops and interactive ses-
sions on various topics,
catering to a wide range of
interests. The DOSTI
Welfare Organization
invites literature enthusi-
asts, academics, and the
general public to be part of
this vibrant celebration of
literature and culture.

Governor takes
notice of Karak
traffic accident

Why some animals appear to mourn their dead

Snow Jeep rally to start
at Shahi Ground Kalam

Moot on girls’ educ to strengthen
cooperation to address challenges

Minister chairs meeting to discuss
investment of Chinese company

Fazal Haq College: A
quality educational centre

KMU finalizes clinical trial plan
for locally prepared medicine
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2 vehicle-lifters
arrested 

F.P. Report

FAISALABAD: The
Anti Motor-Lifting
Squad has arrested
two vehicle-lifters and
recovered eight motor-
cycles and other items
from their possession.
A police spokesman
said here on Saturday
that the AMLS head
by DSP CIA conduct-
ed raids and succeeded
in arresting two
accused Shahid and
Ahmad who were
wanted to the police in
a number of vehicle
lifting cases. The
police recovered eight
stolen motorcycles
worth Rs. 735,000 and
other items from their
possession while fur-
ther investigation was
under progress, he
added.

Two brothers
shot dead
F.P. Report

HUB: Some unidenti-
fied assailants on
Saturday opened fire
on a rickshaw during
which two brothers
were killed on the spot
in Hub area of
Balochistan. Both
brothers were later
identified as Azizullah
and Ata Mohammad.
Soon after receiving
the report of the inci-
dent, police team
reached the crime
scene and shifted the
dead bodies of
deceased brothers to
local hospital for
autopsy. Police team
after registering a case
of murder against
unknown assailants
started investigation.

190 Kanals
land recovered

F.P. Report

CHARSADDA: The
A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n
Establishment Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa recov-
ered 190 Kanal and 2
Marla of illegally
occupied land worth
over Rs. 210 million
belonging to the KP
Housing Authority in
Tangi Charsadda.
According to reports,
A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
received complaints
regarding illegal
encroachment on the
land by locals.
Following a detailed
inquiry, it was con-
firmed that the land,
valued at Rs.
21,38,62,500, was
unlawfully occupied.
In collaboration with
the District
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Charsadda and the
District Police
Officer, the Anti-
Corruption team car-
ried out an operation,
reclaimed the land,
and handed it over to
the Assistant
Commissioner of
Tangi. Officials stated
that after completing
the necessary legal
procedures, the recov-
ered land will be offi-
cially handed over to
the relevant authori-
ties. It is noteworthy
that the land was
being used for agricul-
tural purposes by the
local encroachers.

Two persons
lose lives
F.P. Report

ATTOCK: Two per-
sons have lost their
lives as a speedy
vehicle turned turtle
on Islamabad-
Peshawar motorway
(M-1) near Burhan as
the driver of the vehi-
cle has lost his con-
trol due to over
speeding near Burhan
interchange in the
limits of Hassanabdal
Police station on
Saturday, police and
hospital sources said.
Sources said that
Shahzad Khan along
with his friend Usman
Saqib- both residents
of Swabi was going in
his vehicle when he
loses control due to
over speeding and it
turned turtle killing
him on the spot. Later
rescue 1122 has shift-
ed the bodies to tehsil
headquarters hospital.
Later the bodies were
handed over to their
heirs after fulfilling
legal requirements.
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F.P. Report

BUNER: Provincial Doctor
Association (PDA) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa announced
provision of concession in
fees during dissemination
of health services to jour-
nalist’s community in
Buner, on Saturday.

This was announced by

PDA KP president Dr. Amir
Taj along with Buner presi-
dent Dr. Qadir Khan and
general secretary Dr. Javed
Khan while congratulating
the press club’s new cabinet
of and assured that a formal
notification to be issued in
this regard. They further
assured it to be circulated to
all doctors soon.

PDA expected from
journalists to play a full
role in highlighting the
PDA related problems.
They assured the PDA
would help Journalists
updated on every issue
related to health and
Journalist would reporting
it positively in the public
interest.

PDA announces fee
concession for journalists

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf party leader
senator Zishan Khanzada
Khan has said that the fed-
eral government should
take practical steps on the
demands of PTI if it was
serious about dialogues.

The PTI senator Mr.
Zishan Khanzada Kha
expressed these views here
on Saturday during his visit
to Mardan press to congrat-
ulate the newly office-bear-
ers. He lamented that the
federal government did nit
seem look serious about
dialogues with PTI.

He claimed that the PTI
founding chairman did not
seek NRO rather he wanted
his release on merit as well

as per law and constitution
of Pakistan. The PTI
believed that every issue
and dispute could be
resolved through political
dialogues, he added.

He blamed that problems
and issues were being
increased owing to not con-
ducting of free, fair and
transparent general elec-
tions in the country. The
founding chairman of PTI
Imran Khan has the final
authority to decide each
and every issue and affair
of the party, he maintained.

He alleged that the dis-
puted judgments had been
causing to damage reputa-
tion and credibility of
courts, adding that the
orders and judgments
should be passed as per the

law and constitution of
Pakistan. The tussle
between federal and
provincial government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
also causing to create prob-
lems and difficulties for
residents of the province.

Zishan Khanzada Khan
went on to say that the KPK
provincial government had
been performing its due role
to maintain law and order
situations as well as to
restore peace in Para Chinar,
kurram Agency. The provin-
cial government was hopeful
about restoration of peace in
the said area. He urged both
the provincial and federal
governments to bring itself
on one page for sake of
restoration of peace in the
region concerned.

Federal govt asked to take
steps on PTI demands

F.P. Report

LARKANA: Almost three
armed robbers on a motor-
cycle in the Jailas Bazaar
area of Haidari Police
Station in Larkana city held
the owner of the seed and
fertilizer shop, Naveed
Jagirani, his brother Yasir
Ali Jagirani and friend
Imran Ali Solangi hostage
and robbed them of more
than 7 lakh rupees in cash
and 2 mobile phones before
escaping from the crime
scene.

On receiving informa-
tion, the police reached the
spot and found out the
details of the incident. On
this occasion, the affected

traders protested before the
media that they were busy
with their business when
the armed robbers stormed
the shop and looted lakhs of
rupees while no police offi-
cial was present on duty.

SMBBMU hosts dinner
for graduates: The first
Alumni Evening was
organized by Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
Medical University
(SMBBMU) Larkana, at
Chandka Medical College
Larkana, which was
presided over by Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr.
Nusrat Shah.

A large number of alum-
ni from all colleges and
institutions affiliated with

the university participated
in the ceremony and met
each other and refreshed
old memories. Addressing
the ceremony, Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr.
Nusrat Shah addressed the
alumni of the university
and said that it felt as if you
had come to your mother's
house today, as if you had
come to your home. 

He further said that
some of the students of
Chandka College are eager
to do something for their
mother's school, among
which the former students
of batch four are at the top
of the list who have done a
great job for their mother's
school.

Traders hold protests
against looting seed shop

F.P. Report

BAHAWALPUR: A meet-
ing of the District
Coordination Committee
was held under the chair-
manship of its chief and
parliamentary secretary for
the board of Revenue Mian
Shoaib Owaisi, MPA.

The meeting was attend-
ed by MNA Malik
Muhammad Iqbal Channar,
MNA Makhdoom Syed
Sami Hassan Gilani,
Parliamentary Secretary
MPA Hassan Askari
Sheikh, Mian Ali Abbas
Pirzada, Deputy

Commissioner Bahawalpur
Dr. Farhan Farooq, District
Police Officer Bahawalpur,
and administrative officers
from relevant departments.

MPA Owaisi stated that
development projects should
be completed on time and
the relevant supervisory offi-
cers should enhance the field
monitoring process to avoid
delays in project completion.
Members of the National
and Punjab assemblies said
that development projects
should be completed swiftly.

The deputy commission-
er briefed the meeting on
the ongoing development

projects. It was reported
that under the Annual
Development Program
2024-25 and the Chief
Minister District SDGs
Programme, work was
ongoing on 238 develop-
ment projects with an esti-
mated cost of Rs 44 billion.
So far Rs 2.91 billion of
development funds had
been utilised. 

The DPO informed the
meeting about law and
order situation in the dis-
trict, measures taken to
combat crime, traffic man-
agement, and the elimina-
tion of narcotics.

Committee reviews
development schemes

F.P. Report

WANA: Motor Car Stand
Union (MCSU) rejected the
auction of general bus stand
conducted and blamed that
a specific group has been
favored, calling it a blatant
act of injustice to incite
conflict among local com-
munities. They demanded
the unilateral decision be
revoked. Otherwise, they
would protest in the Wana
Bazaar, holding the district
administration and TMO
South Waziristan Lower
responsible for any clashes
between communities.

This claimed by MCSU
chairman Maris Khan
along with president

Hussain Khan, Finance
Secretary Ishaq Khan, and
others while addressing a
press conference and stated
that they had legally
deposited PKR 485,000
with the former TMO for
the NOC and later deposit-
ed PKR 800,000 in
February 2021. He accused
the Tehsil Chairman and
the current TMA of collud-
ing to auction the General
Bus Stand in Peshawar as
part of a premeditated plan,
which they strongly con-
demn.

Union General Secretary
Khan Zaman added that
awarding the General Bus
Stand tender to controver-
sial individuals, Irshad

Khan and Ghulam Rasool,
is a conspiracy to create
divisions among communi-
ties, which they will never
allow to succeed. He also
highlighted that conducting
the tender despite a High
Court stay order is a viola-
tion of the law and the judi-
ciary.

They appealed to Deputy
Commissioner Wana Nasir
Khan, Commissioner D.I.
Khan Division, and other
relevant authorities, stating
that the tender was con-
ducted in their absence.
They demanded the cancel-
lation of the orders granting
the General Bus Stand to
Irshad Khan and Ghulam
Rasool.

Union frames irregularities
in bus stand’s auction

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Jamaat-i-
Islami former chief, Sirajul
Haq, has said that religious
seminaries are strong
fortresses of Islam where
scholars are fulfilling the
duty of preaching the teach-
ings of the Holy Quran and
Islam to the younger gener-
ation. He was addressing a
certigicate distribution cer-
emony at Jamia Dar-ul-
Salaam Ouch as chief guest
here on Saturday. 

Haq said that Pakistanis
gained freedom from the
East India Company but
incompetent rulers made
them slaves of the IMF and
the World Bank. The JI
leader said that how unfor-
tunate it was that the IMF
was determining the prices
of electricity, oil, gas and
food items. "The education-
al curriculum will also be at
the discretion of the IMF
and other external institu-
tions", he elaborated and
added that the decision on

the value of the currency
was also entrusted to those
institutions. 

He said the World Trade
Organization would decide
which countries and in
what terms they had to
trade with others. The JI
former chief was of the
view that the decision on
the import of medicines
was also at the discretion of
the World Health
Organization. He said that
rulers in Pakistan were also
chosen by international lob-
biests. "In such a situation,
if we are not slaves, what
will we be called?", he
questioned.

He said that Europe and
America were afraid of the
dominance of Islam as they
had no issue with prayers
and individual worship in
their country. He said that it
is our collective responsi-
bility to bring God's system
on the earth and for this we
have to unite. 

The seminary head
Maulana Shah Khalid and

Maulana Hafiz Noor
Ahmed Din, also addressed
the ceremony, while the JI
gormer tehsil nazim
Sultanat Yar Advocate, JI
Adenzai emir Dr. Bashir
Muhammad, Mushtaq-ur-
Rehman and Jehan
Bahadur, along with other
local leaders, were also
present on the occasion.
Certificates were also given
to dozens of students who
completed memorization of
the Holy Quran from Jamia
Dar-ul-Salaam Ouch.

Youth commits sui-
cide: A youth identified as
Aizaz 17, a resident of
Serai Shah Alam Baba
committed suicide due to
unknown reason by shoot-
ing himself in the jurisdic-
tion of Ouch police station
here on Saturday. The
youth was taken to the
Chakdara tehsil headquar-
ter hospital wherein the
doctors declared him dead.
The Ouch police regis-
tered a case and started
further investigations.

Pakistan being ruled on
IMF, WB dictation: JI

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Provincial
Food Minister Zahir Shah
Toru has said that Fazal
Haq College Mardan is a
quality educational institu-
tion with a glorious past.
The political leadership of
Mardan will play its dur
role for its bright future.

He was addressing a
high-level meeting in the
college's committee room.
Senator Zeeshan Khanzada,
DDAC Chairman Zarshad
Khan, Members of
Provincial Assembly Abdul
Salam Afridi, Tariq
Mehmood Ariani, DEO
Male Zahid Khan, DEO
Female Samina Ghani,
Principal Higher Secondary
School Baghdad Ashraf Ali
and other relevant officials
participated in the meeting.

The principal of the col-
lege, Professor Jahanzeb
Khan, while giving a brief-
ing, said that a comprehen-
sive strategy has been
drawn up to restore the

glory of Fazal Haq College
and to further enhance the
quality of education here,
which includes strengthen-
ing the infrastructure of the
college and further improv-
ing it. The future plan, he
added included
Establishment of a School
of Artificial Intelligence
and Computing Sciences
and a School of Linguistics
in the college along with
the launch of A Level and
BS classes in the college. 

He said that a summary
has been sent to the Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for the
restoration of the ancient
Sher Shah hostel of the col-
lege and other facilities, the
approval of which will pave
the way for solving many
problems of the college.
Food Minister Zahir Shah
Toru, Senator Zeeshan
Khanzada and Assembly
members Abdul Salam
Afridi, Zarshad Khan and
Tariq Mehmood Aryani
said that the name of Fazal

Haq College is respected
throughout the country and
students from all over the
country had been coming to
get quality education in this
prestigious institution.
Preferring to read. 

They assured that they
will fully support the devel-
opment and expansion of
this college. Zahir Shah
Toru said that the develop-
ment of education is the top
priority of the present
provincial government and
a significant amount has
been set aside for the devel-
opment of the education
sector in the provincial
budget. 

He said that provision
of necessary resources to
Fazal Haq College will be
ensured. On this occasion,
the provincial minister and
members of the assembly
also planted saplings in
the college ground under
the plan to plant one and a
half lakh saplings on
behalf of the principal of
the college.

Minister hails role of
Fazal Haq College

F.P. Report

ZHOB: A dispenser who
was kidnapped with his
business associate on
Wednesday has been recov-
ered safely from the clutch-
es of kidnappers. Local
tribes and Levies personnel
encircled the kidnappers in
the hilly terrain and killed
three of them.

On January 8th, some
armed men appeared at a
local health facility in the
Gwal Ismailzai area on the
Zhob-Quetta national high-
way, asking the dispenser,
Juma Rahim and his busi-
ness partner under the pre-
text of a patient’s medical
examination. The health
practitioners smelled a rat
in the intention of the men
on the way; however, upon

resistance, the kidnappers
shot and killed Masood
Khan Kakar on the high-
way. Due to their vehicle
breaking down, they took
Juma Rahim away on foot
towards the mountains,
leaving their vehicle
behind.

The news of the tragic
incident spread like wild-
fire in the area, and the
local tribes chased the kid-
nappers at different loca-
tions. After 24 hours, the
kidnappers were overcome,
and the abducted Juma
Rahim was freed from the
clutches of the kidnappers.
The eyewitnesses say, there
was also an exchange of
fire between the local tribes
and the kidnappers that
resulted in the deaths of
three kidnappers.

Meanwhile, Assistant
Commissioner Killa
Saifullah Syed Kaleem
Zafar claims that a joint
operation led by the Levies
force and the local tribes
finally bore fruit and suc-
cessfully rescued the
abducted man from kidnap-
pers, while three abductors
were neutralized, the
Levies sources said.

“One kidnapper detonat-
ed an explosive device to
evade arrest, while the
other two were shot dead in
an exchange of fire with
tribesmen and Levies per-
sonnel.” States the official
statement, adding the oper-
ation reflects the determi-
nation and courage of the
law enforcement agencies
and the unwavering support
of the local tribes.

Abducted dispenser
freed; three killed

Muhammad Shahbaz
Ansari

U
NDER the leadership of
Chief Minister Punjab
Maryam Nawaz Sharif,

Punjab has entered a new era
of development and prosperi-
ty, with notable initiatives
being under taken for public
welfare in all sectors. Special
focus has been given to agri-
culture, introducing numerous
programs for the uplift and
prosperity of farmers, which
have sparked hope for a
brighter future for Punjab's
farmers.

In Toba Tek Singh, the launch

of the "Kissan Card" is one of
the most significant steps taken
by Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif for farmers. A
total of 12,229 farmers in the
district have been issued Kissan
Cards, providing them with
interest-free loans and subsidies
through a transparent and acces-
sible mechanism. Through this
initiative, farmers in Toba Tek
Singh have availed interest-free
loans amounting to Rs.
703,875,500.

The Livestock Card is anoth-
er beneficial scheme, offering
interest-free loans to livestock
farmers for four months. These
loans can be utilized to purchase

feed, silage, and mineral mix-
tures. In Toba Tek Singh, 425
livestock farmers are benefiting
from this initiative, with 411
cards already distributed. These
measures are significantly
increasing farmers' incomes.

The "Green Tractors
Scheme," introduced under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, is a rev-
olutionary initiative for Punjab's
farmers. Through this scheme,
233 farmers in Toba Tek Singh
are being provided with state of
the art tractors, of which 115
have already been distributed.
The Punjab government is pro-
viding a subsidy of Rs. 1 million

per tractor, enhancing both agri-
cultural productivity and energy
efficiency.

The Agriculture Graduate
Internship Program is another
significant initiative by Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
offering fresh graduates the
opportunity to connect with
farmers and gain practical train-
ing. This program not only edu-
cates farmers about modern
techniques but also creates job
opportunities for young gradu-
ates in the agricultural sector. 

The solarization of tube wells
is a vital project for promoting
sustainable agriculture in
Punjab. This initiative allows

farmers to save electricity and
achieve sustainable agricultural
growth. In Toba Tek Singh, 226
farmers will be provided with
solar systems. Similarly, subsi-
dies are being offered for super
seeders, which not only help
reduce environmental pollution
but also increase crop yields. A
total of 25 super seeders have
been distributed in Toba Tek
Singh, significantly benefiting
farmers.

Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif is also planning to
establish Agriculture Malls in
every city, providing farmers
with direct access to markets for
their crops and produce. This

initiative will enable farmers to
sell their products at better
prices, improving their econom-
ic conditions. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, Punjab’s farmers
are entering a new era where not
only is agricultural productivity
increasing, but every possible
step is being taken to ensure
their prosperity. These efforts
aim to strengthen Punjab’s econ-
omy and empower farmers to
build a better future, making
them the pride of Toba Tek
Singh and Punjab.

The writer is District
Information Officer serving at
Toba Tek Singh.

Our farmer, our pride: Maryam’s commitment to farmers’ prosperity

Law Minister
chairs 

meeting
F.P. Report

KOHAT: In order to dis-
cuss the interest of invest-
ment of the Chinese
Company in Kohat, a meet-
ing was held with the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister on Law and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Aftab Alam Afridi
Advocate in the chair here
on Saturday.

The meeting beside oth-
ers, was also attended by
the former Federal Interior
Minister Shehryar Afridi
MNA, Chairman DDAC
Kohat Shafi Jan MPA,
Daud Shah Afridi MPA,
Deputy Commissioner
Kohat Abdul Akram
Chitrali, Tehsil Mayor
Kohat Qari Sher Zaman,
Tehsil Nazim Gumbat Sajid
Iqbal, Tehsil Nazim Lachi
Ehsan Khan and authorities
concerned of the relevant
departments.

The meeting thoroughly
discussed the Chinese com-
pany’s interest in investing
in Kohat in various sectors,
especially in Farming and
Livestock and certain deci-
sions were taken in this
respect. The company was
assured on behalf of the
provincial government of
all possible support and
facilities. The Law Minister
said, the investment of the
Chinese Company in Kohat
will not only create new
employment opportunities
but will also stabilize the
local economy and usher in
a new era of development.
He further said that modern
technology will be used in
Livestock and Farming sec-
tors.

The Minister while wel-
coming the interest of
investment by the Chinese
Company, termed it step
toward further strengthen-
ing Pak-China ties and
hoped that It will prove to
be a milestone for the
progress and prosperity of
Kohat and the development
works will further be accel-
erated.

Encroachme
nts removed

FAISALABAD (INP):
Faisalabad Development
Authority (FDA) has
launched a vigorous anti-
encroachment operation in
Madina Town and removed
all temporary and permanent
encroachments from various
markets by using heavy
machinery.

The operation resulted in
the removal of illegal struc-
tures and the submission of
challans against 30 shopkeep-
ers to the court of Special
Judicial Magistrate, said FDA
spokesman. He said that tak-
ing serious notice on public
complaints, Director General
FDA Muhammad Asif
Chaudhry directed the FDA
officials to completely elimi-
nate encroachments from
Madina Town.

Therefore, under supervi-
sion of Director Estate
Management-I Junaid Hassan
Manj and the FDA team led
by Estate Officer Mian
Qamar Shehzad removed
encroachments from
Bismillah Chowk, Jattanwala
Chowk, Main Susan Road,
SSR, and ISR Roads. The ille-
gal structures such as stalls,
counters and other types of
encroachments built on public
land were demolished and
materials from the spot were
confiscated.

The shopkeepers were
warned to refrain from occu-
pying public spaces and
blocking pathways or be
ready to face the music as
stern action would be taken
against the violators without
any discrimination,
spokesman added.
Meanwhile, FDA Director
General highlighted FDA
commitment to making all
residential colonies and com-
mercial markets free of
encroachments. He urged the
shopkeepers to voluntarily
remove illegal structures and
said that non-compliance
could lead to legal conse-
quences and further damage
for which they would be held
accountable.
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MAPUTO (AP):
Mozambique's main opposi-
tion leader returned from
self-imposed exile, clutch-
ing a bible and saying he
still rejects the results of a
disputed election last year
that sparked more than two
months of protests against
the long-ruling party and a
violent crackdown by secu-
rity forces.

While Venancio
Mondlane stepped off a
plane, security forces fired
tear gas at hundreds of his
supporters who gathered
near the Mavalane
International Airport in the
capital, Maputo, to welcome
him home. Mondlane
arrived to applause from air-
port workers and then
kneeled in the arrivals hall
with a bible in his left hand.

"I want to fight within

this country and I will, until
the very end, keep fighting
for this country," Mondlane
told reporters at the airport.
"I'm not willing to accept
election results if they are
the same as those
announced up until now."

He left the country in
October following an elec-
tion clouded by allegations
of rigging against the ruling
Frelimo party, which has
been in power since
Mozambique gained inde-
pendence from Portugal in
1975. Protests erupted after
Frelimo was declared the
winner of the Oct. 9 elec-
tion. International rights
groups say more than 100
people have been killed by
security forces. Some local
groups put the death toll at
more than 200. Mondlane
had called for people to

protest the results.
Mondlane, 50, has said

he left Mozambique fearing
for his life after two senior
members of his opposition
party were killed in their car
by unknown gunmen in a
late-night shooting in
Maputo after the election.
One of the men who was
killed was Mondlane's
lawyer and advisor and their
party called the killings
political assassinations.
Police also blocked roads
leading to the airport after
Mondlane said on social
media earlier this week he
would return to the southern
African country. Tear gas
drifted over the airport and
surrounding roads and a hel-
icopter hovered overhead.
After arriving, Mondlane
traveled by car to a public
square in central Maputo,

with thousands of cheering
supporters filling the roads
and following him.

Mondlane later stood on
the roof of the car to address
supporters and repeated his
claim that he was the right-
ful winner of the election.
Rights groups have accused
the security forces of using
excessive force against
post-election protesters.
Authorities have said the
protests were violent and
needed to be subdued, but
rights groups say security
forces have fired live bul-
lets at peaceful protesters,
and children were among
those who were killed.
Mondlane, who wore a
necklace of white flowers
around his neck, accused
authorities of kidnapping
and killing some anti-gov-
ernment protesters.

Mozambique opposition leader
returns from self-imposed exile

GHANZA (BBC): Burkina
Faso's military leader Capt
Ibrahim Traore sparked
concern when he attended
inauguration of Ghana's
President John Mahama
with a holstered pistol at his
waist. Some have described
this unusual move as a
breach of security protocol.

Others have seen it as a
lack of trust in the ability of
Ghanaian officials to pro-
tect the Burkinabe junta
chief. It is not clear if
Traore had permission to
carry the weapon and the
new Ghanaian government
has not responded to a BBC
request for comment.
Mahama was sworn in after
beating the candidate from
the then governing party,
Mahamudu Bawumia, by a

large margin in last month's
election. Traore, was one of
17 heads of state present,
and his visit came at a time
of diplomatic tension in
West Africa. 

Burkina Faso, along
with two other military-led
states - Mali and Niger, has
broken away from the
regional bloc Ecowas to
form a new alliance.
Security analyst Vladmir
Antwi Danso said that it is
unusual for a head of state
to carry a sidearm to an
inauguration ceremony as
the security of the visiting
leader is the responsibility
of the host. He indicated
that Ghanaian and
Burkinabe security person-
nel should have discussed
the issue to ensure the right

protocols were being fol-
lowed. "Either that wasn't
done or it was poorly
done," Dr Danso told the
BBC.

While another security
analyst, Retd Col Festus
Aboagye, agrees that the
host nation is typically
responsible for protecting
visiting presidents, he says
bilateral arrangements can
lead to variations. He sug-
gested that a consensus
may have been reached to
allow Traore to wear his
military attire and carry his
sidearm, along with some
of his personal security
detail. "I don't think it's a
security breach in the con-
text of how people are say-
ing, [as] if he had taken out
the weapon to shoot.

Leader sparks concern
at Ghana inauguration

BEIRUT (AFP): UN peace-
keepers in Lebanon patrol
through rocky hills and
olive groves near the border
with Israel, ahead of a
deadline for a truce in the
war with Hezbollah that
some residents fear will not
hold.

The situation is "still very
fragile", said Indian peace-
keeper Gurpyar Sharma
from the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) amid the wreck-
age of several destroyed
buildings near the town of
Marjayoun. "We are carry-
ing out these kind of
patrols" to help prevent any
"further escalation of the
violence", he said as AFP
accompanied peacekeepers
on a tour of the area.

Clothes and photographs
were strewn among shat-
tered cement blocks and
other debris from the
destroyed buildings, in a
scene of devastation repeat-
ed across south Lebanon. A
delicate truce took effect on
November 27 between
Israel and Hezbollah after
more than a year of hostili-
ties initiated by the Iran-
backed militant group over
the Gaza conflict, including
two months of all-out war
when Israel also sent in
ground troops.

Under the ceasefire, the
Lebanese army is to deploy
alongside UN peacekeepers
in the south as the Israeli

army withdraws over a 60-
day period, which expires
on January 26. Hezbollah is
to withdraw its forces north
of the Litani River, some 30
kilometres (20 miles) from
the border, and dismantle
any remaining military
infrastructure in the coun-
try's south. AFP saw sever-
al small deployments of
Lebanese soldiers during
patrol, which traversed sev-
eral areas near Marjayoun,
including villages around
five kilometres (three
miles) from the border.

White peacekeeping
vehicles rolled past civilian
cars and people on foot in
the crisp winter air, with
some of the route overlook-
ing the nearby town of
Khiam. On December 11,
the Israeli army withdrew
from Khiam, which had
seen heavy fighting and
bombardment, and the
Lebanese army deployed
there, in the first such move
under the truce deal.
UNIFIL "helped the
Lebanese army to con-
firm... that there were no
Israeli troops in Khiam",
said Angel Saldana, a
peacekeeper from Spain,
noting it was a challenging
operation due to the risk of
unexploded ordnance. Saw
a second Israeli troop with-
drawal in the coastal town
of Naqura, and the
Lebanese army said the fol-
lowing day that it began

deploying to several other
border areas after Israeli
forces pulled out.

Saldana said local resi-
dents "are trying to go
home as far as they are
allowed to", noting some
areas are still unsafe. Many
in Lebanon are anxiously
awaiting the 60-day with-
drawal deadline, fearing
more violence. Marjayoun
resident Tamame al-Kadri,
54, who fled last year after
a strike nearby, said she
came back the same day as
the ceasefire but does not
"feel like the situation is
calm". "There is no place to
shelter here... we're really
psychologically exhaust-
ed," she said, recalling the
"terror" of months of hostil-
ities. The Israeli army has
repeatedly warned resi-
dents not to return to vil-
lages and towns in a strip of
Lebanese territory along
the frontier. The UN migra-
tion agency said this month
that more than 120,000
people remain displaced in
Lebanon, while Israeli
authorities say some 51,000
people are displaced from
their country's north.

Lebanese authorities
have said the violence since
October 2023 has killed
more than 4,000 people,
mostly since September last
year, including some after
the ceasefire, without
detailing the number of
combatants.

UN peacekeepers
patrol in Lebanon

DAMASCUS (AP): A key
dam in northern Syria has
become a flash point in the
conflict between Kurdish
forces and Turkish-backed
armed groups, which has
intensified in the weeks
since the fall of former
Syrian President Bashar
Assad in a lightning offen-
sive.

Over a thousand protest-
ers from Kurdish areas in
northeast Syria gathered at
the Tishrin Dam on the
Euphrates River in Aleppo
province, a critical source
of both water and electrici-
ty that has been at the cen-
ter of clashes.

Protesters called for an
end to Turkish airstrikes,
which they said are damag-
ing vital infrastructure and
endangering civilian lives.
Turkish drones and war-
planes remained in the air
during the protest, and
airstrikes targeted areas
near the march route,
according to participants
and a war monitor. The
health administration in
Kobani said the strikes
killed five civilians and
injured 15 others.

Turkey, for its part,

accused the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democratic Forces
of using civilians as
"human shields" by encour-
aging them to come to the
area of the fighting. A
coalition of Turkish-backed
groups in Syria, known as
the Syrian National Army,
are carrying out attacks to
take control of regions near
the border with Turkey that
are under control of
Kurdish groups. Heavy
fighting has been reported
in areas near the Tishrin
Dam, some 90 kilometers
(60 miles) east of the city of
Aleppo.

"While we were walking
in this march, there were
about 13 or 14 airstrikes
around us," said Berfin
Dumar from Kobani, who
joined protest. "They tried
to silence our voices so we
wouldn't be able to protect
this dam." Farhan Haj Issa,
co-chair of the executive
council of the Autonomous
Administration in Kobani,
called for Syria's new
authorities and a US-led
coalition that has allied
with Kurdish forces in the
fight against the Islamic
State to help bring about a

halt to hostilities.
"After the collapse of the

Baath regime, we were sup-
posed to enter a new phase
of dialogue and laying
foundations to end the cri-
sis," he said, referring to the
ruling party under Assad.
"Instead, the Turkish state
and its mercenaries have
increased instability, added
to the crisis, and turned
Syria into a haven for those
spreading corruption." He
called on "whoever leads
the government in
Damascus to take responsi-
bility and end the brutality
and violence."

In a later interview, Haj
Issa also addressed the US-
led coalition. "We stood
united with the coalition
against international terror-
ism," he said. "Now, it's
time for them to stand with
us against this aggression."
The new Syrian govern-
ment is de facto led by the
Islamist former insurgent
group Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham, or HTS, which allied
with the Turkish-backed
groups in the offensive that
toppled Assad. HTS leader
Ahmad al-Sharaa has called
for the Kurdish-led Syrian

Democratic Forces to be
integrated in the national
army that the new authori-
ties in Damascus are
attempting to form from a
patchwork of armed fac-
tions.

The state-run Anadolu
Agency quoted unnamed
Turkish defence ministry
officials as saying the SDF
was using "innocent civil-
ians as human shields" in
the Tishrin Dam region,
adding that the practice is
against "international law,
human rights and humani-
ty." Turkey views the SDF
as an extension of the
banned Kurdistan Workers'
Party, or PKK, which is
listed as a terror organiza-
tion by Turkey and several
other states, and has con-
ducted several cross-bor-
der operations against the
group since 2016. The
SDF is, however, allied
with the United States in
the fight against the
Islamic State group in
Syria. The Turkish govern-
ment has repeatedly threat-
ened to launch a new mili-
tary offensive unless the
Syrian Kurdish fighters lay
down arms.

Conflict between Turkey, Kurdish
groups rises around dam in Syria

CARACAS (AFP): Venezuela's
"colectivos," groups of armed civilian
volunteers accused of committing
violence on behalf of Nicolas
Maduro's pariah regime, are poised to
pounce on opposition protests called
for the eve of the president's swear-
ing-in ceremony.

They have already been deployed
to violently put down demonstrations
that erupted after Maduro's declara-
tion of re-election victory last July --
a claim not recognized by much of
the world. And they have been busily
deterring further rebellion with a
well-orchestrated campaign of terror.
Two days before mass demonstra-
tions called by opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado, Interior
Minister Diosdado Cabello gathered
several hundred members of colec-
tivos for a televised ceremony in
which he declared war on potential
demonstrators.

"Fascists! Terrorists! If you dare
(protest), you will regret it for the rest
of your lives," Cabello pronounced to
loud cheers. "We will defend the (leg-
islative) palace, then we will go on
the counter-attack," he vowed. The
colectivos are pro-government para-
militaries who act in small comman-
dos that do not receive official orders,
and sow terror in neighborhoods in
Caracas and elsewhere. They are a
legacy of Maduro's socialist prede-
cessor, the late Hugo Chavez, and
were created to work for the good of
communities with sports, cultural,

educational and other social activi-
ties.

But they proudly claim they exist
mainly for "security." "We work 24/7,
seven days a week. No rest in defend-
ing the homeland," 55-year-old colec-
tivo member Teodoro Cortez told
AFP in the capital. In a report last
September, Human Rights Watch
accused the colectivos of involve-
ment in killings, arbitrary detentions
and harassment of critics following
Maduro's disputed re-election. They
took part in a brutal crackdown on
protests with the military and police
that resulted in 28 people killed, some
200 injured and more than 2,400
locked up. Colectivos "exist to keep
the peace and ensure the sovereignty
of Venezuela. Without them it would
be more difficult," regime supporter
Rafael Arevalo, 28, told AFP. Data
backs up claims that in some areas
where colectivos rule with an iron
fist, crime is lower than elsewhere.

Such is the case in Catia, a huge
working-class district in western
Caracas where Damaris Mujica, 54,
is one of few women to lead a colec-
tivo. Hers has about 30 members. "If
we have to be violent, of course we
will," she told AFP. "If you hit me,
I'll hit you back. If you want to hurt
me, I won't let you," she said when
asked about criticism of violence
committed against the opposition.
The groups are also accused of con-
ducting night-time raids, attacking
random passers-by in the street, and

stealing motorcycles. Phil Gunson of
the International Crisis Group think
tank told AFP that colectivo mem-
bers most often go around cloaked in
black and armed, their faces cov-
ered.

They exist, he said, so that "those
in uniform do not have to do the dirty
work... For the authorities to be able
to say that the police behaved well
but others acted on their accord," he
said. There was evidence, Gunson
added, that colectivos have direct
links with the police and intelligence
agencies and "are financed by the
government, which gives them
weapons, radios, sometimes motorcy-
cles." They were allowed to operate
with "total impunity," he said. If the
goal is to instil fear, the colectivos
have succeeded.

In Petare, a district of eastern
Caracas where colectivo members
roam free, 32-year-old Josumary
Gomez told AFP their presence dis-
suaded her from protesting. "They
have taken several people. You say to
yourself: 'If I go out, I won't return',"
she told AFP in the days after the
election. The colectivos are also
accused of behaving like "criminal
gangs" practicing extortion in some
areas, according to the NGO InSight
Crime, which investigates organized
crime in Latin America. Cortez and
Mujica deny the claims, insisting they
receive no state aid and live from
businesses belonging to their respec-
tive colectivos.

Venezuela’s ‘colectivos’ ready to
pounce as opposition plans protest

S E O U L / S E A T T L E
(Reuters): Before it suffered
the deadliest crash in South
Korea's history, budget air-
line Jeju Air was moving
fast: racking up record pas-
senger numbers and flying
its aircraft more than domes-
tic rivals and many of its
global peers, data show. The
high "utilisation rate" of Jeju
Air's planes - the number of
hours they fly in a day - is
not problematic in itself,
experts say, but means
scheduling enough time for
required maintenance is cru-
cial.

Authorities have suggest-
ed a bird strike contributed
to the accident, but as part of
their probe into the incident
aboard Boeing 737-800,
police have raided the air-
lines' Seoul office to seize
documents related to the
operation and maintenance
of the plane. "You're literally
looking at everything," said
aviation safety and crash
investigation expert
Anthony Brickhouse.
"You're going to start off
with their accident history
and safety history. What
kind of events have they had
in the past, what happened,
what was done to correct the
issues?"

Jeju Air told Reuters that
it did not neglect mainte-
nance procedures and that it
would step up its safety
efforts. The Dec. 29 crash,
which killed 179 people, was
the airline's first fatal acci-
dent since its 2005 founding
and the first for any Korean
airline in more than a decade.
The company's CEO, Kim
E-bae - who has been barred
from travelling overseas dur-
ing the investigation - told a
news conference last week
that Jeju's maintenance is in
line with regulatory stan-
dards and that there were no
maintenance issues with the
doomed jet during pre-flight
inspection.

He acknowledged the air-
line's safety measures had

not been sufficient in the
past, but said improvements
had been made. The authori-
ties have not said poor main-
tenance contributed to the
crash and the exact circum-
stances behind the disaster
remain unclear.

Besides the reported bird
strike, authorities are look-
ing into why the pilot may
have rushed a second land-
ing attempt after declaring
an emergency, and why the
landing gear was not
deployed. Investigators have
recovered the cockpit and
flight data recorders but
have not released any
details.

The country's transport
regulator is inspecting all
101 737-800s in South
Korea - more than a third of
which are operated by Jeju
Air - focusing on how often
and how well the planes
were maintained, among
other considerations.
Although it had recorded no
violations in the last two
years, it was hit with more
fines and suspensions for
aviation law breaches than
any of its domestic rivals in
2020-2022, just during and
after the COVID-19 pan-
demic, records show.

According to transport
ministry data on major air-
lines from 2020 to August
2024, Jeju Air was hit by
about 2.3 billion won ($1.57
million) in fines and the
affected aircraft were kept
out of operation for a total of
41 days, according to
Reuters calculations based
on the data. The next-most
penalized airline, T'way Air,
had 2.1 billion won in fines
and four days of suspended
operation during that period.

Jeju Air flies its planes
more than any other major
airline in the country, data
show, and also outpaces
most global peers such as
Ireland's Ryanair and
Malaysia's AirAsia. Jeju Air
7C2216 was flying from the
Thai capital of Bangkok to

Muan in southwestern South
Korea at night when it belly-
landed, overshot the runway
and burst into flames after
hitting an embankment. The
aircraft flew every day in
2024, according to flight
data reviewed by Reuters.
High utilisation rates are
prized in the industry as an
indicator of economic effi-
ciency, especially at low-
cost carriers, experts say.

Jeju Air, which ranks
behind only Korean Air and
Asiana Air in terms of pas-
senger volumes in the coun-
try, saw record numbers
from January to December
2024, according to transport
ministry data. Its monthly
utilisation hours for passen-
ger jets nearly doubled to
412 in 2023 from 2022,
higher than Korean Air at
332 hours and Asiana
Airlines at 304 hours,
according to stock exchange
filings. T'way averaged 366
hours per month in passen-
ger and cargo jets combined,
Jin Air averaged 349 hours,
and Air Busan 319 hours,
according to their filings.

In 2024, Jeju Air flew its
airplanes more each day -
11.6 hours - than almost any
other airline offering cheap
tickets and flying only nar-
rowbody aircraft, according
to data from aviation analyt-
ics company Cirium, which
calculates utilisation rates
differently from the earnings
filings. Only Saudi Arabia's
Air Arabia flew its planes
more - 12.5 hours a day.
Vietnam's VietJet flew its
planes 10 hours a day.
Ryanair's average use was
9.3 hours, while Malaysia's
AirAsia was 9 hours. China's
Spring Airlines flew 8 hours
a day. "The utilisation itself is
not a problem," said Sim Jai-
dong, a professor of aircraft
maintenance at Sehan
University in South Korea.
"But there could be higher
fatigue for pilots, crew mem-
bers and mechanics given the
higher utilisation rates."

SK jet crash puts
Jeju Air’s safety
under scrutiny

Lebanon to
extradite son

of al-Qaradawi
to UAE

CAIRO (Reuters): Lebanon
is set to extradite the son of
late senior Muslim cleric
Youssef al-Qaradawi to the
United Arab Emirates after
the country's caretaker cabi-
net approved the move, the
Lebanese prime minister's
office said.

Abdul Rahman al-
Qaradawi, an Egyptian-
Turkish poet, was detained in
Lebanon on Dec. 28 after
returning from Syria, accord-
ing to his lawyer Mohammad
Sablouh and human rights
group Amnesty International.
His arrest followed critical
comments Qaradawi made of
the UAE, Saudi Arabian and
Egyptian authorities in a
video posted online. The
UAE and Egypt have both
filed requests for his extradi-
tion.

The requests "are believed
to be based on the legitimate
exercise of his right to free-
dom of expression,"
Amnesty International's
Deputy Director for the
Middle East and North
Africa, Sara Hashash said in
a statement, urging Lebanese
authorities to reject the extra-
dition requests. The Egyptian
and Emirati foreign min-
istries did not immediately
respond to requests for com-
ment.

Qaradawi's lawyer said he
would file an urgent appeal
to block his client's extradi-
tion but feared the poet might
be flown out of the country
before then. Sheikh Youssef
al-Qaradawi, a spiritual
guide to the Muslim
Brotherhood who champi-
oned the 2011 Arab Spring
uprisings and unsettled rulers
in Egypt and the Gulf with
his Islamist preaching, died
in 2022.

Born in Egypt, Qaradawi
spent much of his life in
Qatar, where he became one
of the Arab world's most
influential Sunni Muslim
clerics thanks to regular
appearances on Qatar's Al
Jazeera television network.
Broadcast into millions of
homes, his sermons fuelled
tensions that led Saudi
Arabia and its Gulf allies to
impose a blockade on Qatar
in 2017 and declare
Qaradawi a terrorist. 

Biden cancels
trip to Italy

WASHINGTON (AP):
President Joe Biden canceled
the final overseas trip of his
presidency just hours before
he was set to depart for Rome
and the Vatican, choosing to
remain in Washington to
monitor the response to dev-
astating fires raging in
California.

Biden was scheduled to
leave, after eulogizing for-
mer President Jimmy Carter
at a memorial service in
Washington, for the three-
day trip to meet with Pope
Francis and Italian President
Sergio Mattarella and Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni as
well as a final face-to-face
meeting with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.

The trip was meant as a
coda to the second Catholic
US president's time in the
White House and a final
opportunity to showcase the
strength of American
alliances before the
Democrat leaves office on
Jan. 20. And the sit-down
with Zelenskyy would have
offered the two leaders one
last chance to discuss the
path ahead for Kyiv before
President-elect Donald
Trump takes office amid
growing uncertainty about
future American support for
Ukraine's effort to repel
Russia's invasion.

The White House had not
formally announced the
Biden-Zelenskyy meeting.
But the two sides had agreed
that the leaders would meet
in Rome, according to a US
official who was not author-
ized to comment publicly on
the White House plan. The
Biden administration has
provided Ukraine with more
than $65 billion in military
assistance since Russia
invaded Ukraine nearly three
years ago, including $500
million in weaponry that the
administration was expected
to announce. 

There is now less than
$4 billion remaining in
congressionally authorized
funding for Ukraine, and
much of that is expected to
roll over to the Trump
administration to determine
whether to continue the
weapons support. Trump,
whose warm relationship
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin over the
years has been heavily
scrutinized and who has
balked at the cost of aid to
Kyiv, added a new layer of
doubt about future
American support.

LOS ANGELES: Smoke and flames overwhelm a commercial area engulfed by the Eaton fire in
Altadena area.
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Social policy will be
Trudeau’s legacy

J
USTIN Trudeau has resigned after more than
nine years as Canada's 23rd prime minister.
Parliament will be prorogued and will resume sit-

ting on March 24. Trudeau says he made his decision
over the holidays after discussions with his family.
During his time in office, the federal government has
been extraordinarily active on social policy. From
legalizing cannabis, permitting medical aid in dying,
introducing dental care, pharmacare and government
subsidized child care, Trudeau reimagined what
Canadians can expect from their government.

The son of Pierre Elliott Trudeau, Canada's 15th prime
minister, leaves office never having tasted electoral
defeat. He was successful in his first run for elected office
as a member of Parliament in 2008, at his run for the lead-
ership of the Liberal Party in 2013 and in his first nation-
al election when he became prime minister in 2015. The
2015 election is one for the history books as the Liberal
Party under Trudeau entered the race with just 36 seats
and was widely expected to remain on the sidelines. But
due in part to the "sunny ways" campaign that Trudeau
ran, along with his energy and likeability, the party
breezed to a massive majority with 184 seats.

Trudeau also earned worldwide praise for appointing a
cabinet that was gender-balanced, a policy he continued
throughout his years in office. Trudeau's Liberals were re-
elected in 2019 and 2021, although both times to minori-
ty governments that required support in Parliament from
the left-leaning New Democratic Party. Trudeau dealt
with three American presidents, most notably with
Donald Trump during the president's first term in office
when the North American Free Trade Agreement was
renegotiated. After Trump's re-election in November
2024, the president-elect has repeatedly mocked Trudeau,
calling him governor of the 51st American state - com-
ments that most Canadians find deeply offensive. The
Covid-19 pandemic transpired during Trudeau's time in
office.

As with other social policies, Trudeau's Liberals insti-
tuted a range of mandates to protect public health.
Trudeau also invoked the Emergency Measures Act that
allowed the federal government to exercise extraordinary
powers to clear protesters that were blocking parts of
Ottawa for weeks in February 2022. Trudeau's resigna-
tion comes after members of his own party lost faith dur-
ing the past several months in his ability to win a fourth
mandate as leader heading into the anticipated October
2025 election. But the Liberals, with or without Trudeau,
face an uphill battle after nearly a decade in power.
Winning a fourth consecutive term is rare in Canada.

Critics have argued Biden's efforts to hang on and his last-
minute reversal contributed to the defeat of Kamala Harris
and the loss of the White House to Donald Trump. During
Trudeau's time in office, his marriage ended - as his own par-
ents' marriage did decades ago while Pierre Trudeau was in
power. Two of his children are teenagers, while one is a pre-
teen. Trudeau has in the past remarked: "The best days of my
life are the ones I've spent outside with my kids." He will
now have more time with his family. Still young at age 53,
Trudeau could begin a second public life as the late US pres-
ident, Jimmy Carter, did following his four years in the Oval
Office. Or he could largely withdraw from the public sphere
and pursue a private sector career. No matter what Trudeau's
future holds, he leaves an indelible mark on Canada - espe-
cially on its social policies.

Russian gas shipments

W
ITH temperatures dipping below freezing this
week in Moldova's Russian-backed breakaway
region of Transnistria, the end of an agreement

to ship natural gas from Russia through Ukraine has led
to rolling blackouts, idle factories and a lack of hot water.
Ukraine decided not to renew a five-year gas transfer
deal with Russia's state-controlled energy giant
Gazprom. The agreement, which was negotiated before
the February 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine, allowed
natural gas shipments across Ukrainian territories to
countries in Europe. Before the war, Russian pipelines
supplied 40% of Europe's natural gas. Now, that figure is
about 8%, according to data from the European
Commission.

Ukraine's energy minister, Herman Halushchenko, con-
firmed Kyiv had stopped the transit "in the interest of nation-
al security," according to The Associated Press. The
European Commission has repeatedly emphasized that end-
ing the transfer of Russian natural gas across Ukraine was not
a surprise and that countries had time to prepare for it. But in
Transnistria, a sliver of territory wedged between the
Dniester River and the Ukrainian border, the end of the agree-
ment is a serious matter. The pro-Russia separatist enclave,
which fought against Moldova in 1992, declared a state of
emergency over the end of the shipments. Moldova's Foreign
Ministry told VOA in a statement that parts of the country
west of the Dniester River - which includes most of
Moldova's population and the nation's capital, Chi?inau - was
preparing to stop supplies from Russia and has been buying
gas on European markets, albeit at a higher price.

Moldovan authorities said they offered to help the break-
away region obtain gas from European markets. In response,
Transnistria's "Foreign Ministry" claimed Moldova was
attempting "to manipulate public opinion by providing false
information." In a statement issued on January 6, it said:
"Transnistria has not received any specific forms of assis-
tance or adequate practical support from the Moldovan side.
There is none today." Moldova's pro-Western prime minister,
Dorin Recean, said that by "jeopardizing the future of the
protectorate it has supported for three decades in an attempt
to destabilize Moldova, Russia is demonstrating the
inevitable outcome for all its allies: betrayal and isolation."
"We view this as a security crisis aimed at allowing pro-
Russian forces to return to power in Moldova and use our ter-
ritory as a weapon against Ukraine, with which we share a
1,200-kilometer border," Recean said. "The Moldovan gov-
ernment remains committed to supporting all citizens with
simple solutions for those in the Transnistrian region.
Alternative energy solutions such as biomass systems, gener-
ators, humanitarian aid and basic medical supplies are ready
to be delivered if the separatist leadership accepts support,"
he added. Oazu Nantoi, a member of the Moldovan parlia-
ment, said he also believes that Transnistria is refusing help
from official Moldovan authorities on the Kremlin's orders.
Nantoi told VOA that most of Moldova is supplied until
March. "There, we are no longer dependent on Gazprom's
monopoly. We can buy gas at market prices," he said.
"Sometimes these prices bite, but Gazprom cannot influence
consumption."

U
NITED States
P re s i d e n t - e l e c t
Donald Trump has

reiterated his apparent
desire to make Canada a
51st American state,
sharing a recent social
media post about
Canadian entrepreneur
Kevin O'Leary's support
of the idea. Trump was
roundly mocked for his
latest trolling of Canada,
but his apparent fixation
is dangerous at a time
when the country's
Liberal government, long
weakened, is in disarray
following the shock resig-
nation of Chrystia
Freeland as finance min-
ister and deputy prime
minister. In fact, in her
December resignation let-
ter, Freeland placed the
country's response to
Trump at the heart of her
critique of Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau.

Among the many broad-
sides delivered to her for-
mer boss, the fact that
Canada is ill-prepared to
face the dire new threat of
Trump's second term was a
recurring theme. Trump
wasted no time inserting
himself into Canada's inter-
nal affairs, calling Freeland
"toxic" and continuing his
running gag of referring to
Trudeau as the governor of
an American state rather
than the leader of a sover-
eign nation. The attacks are
becoming routine, with
Trump suggesting in anoth-
er post that Canadians
would "save massively on
taxes and military protec-
tion" as the 51st state.
Whoever becomes prime
minister in the weeks or
months to come will have
to figure out how to deal
with Trump and the exis-
tential threat he poses to
Canada in a much more
effective manner than the
Liberals have under
Trudeau. Trump is fla-
grantly disrespecting
Canadian independence
and, along with it,
Canadian identity. He's
openly challenging the
very idea of Canadian sov-
ereignty.

Canada must respond
accordingly. It can be hard
to fully understand the
nature and the extent of
threats posed by someone
so willing to flout respect-
ed political and diplomatic

conventions. His annexa-
tion threats create a con-
stant set of multifaceted
challenges to Canada's eco-
nomic prosperity, demo-
cratic norms and sover-
eignty. The economic
dimension of his threat to
Canada is now well-
known. Trump's proposed
25 per cent tariffs on all
Canadian exports to the US
are going to be incredibly
costly to both countries,
given the integration of
their economies. But given
the size disparity between
the two countries, the
impact will be bigger in
Canada.

The democratic threat is
also clear. Trump has
shown he regards democra-
cy not as a crucial set of
rules and norms, but as a
set of obstacles to over-
come. He's unable to admit
defeat or even graciously
accept victory. 

His revenge tour has
begun, with lawsuits
against media outlets and
even against a pollster
whose data suggested
Democrat Kamala Harris
was pulling ahead during
the late days of the US
election campaign. Once
back in the White House,
Trump has promised to use
public institutions to pun-
ish opponents. A partisan
US Supreme Court deci-
sion last year ensures that
even if his own actions are
criminal, he will remain
immune from prosecution.
Trump's disrespect of dem-
ocratic institutions is corro-
sive and contagious.
During his first term,
experts sounded alarm
bells about how he was
linked to democratic
decline around the world.

If the US president can
openly challenge demo-
cratic norms, after all,
what's to stop other would-
be demagogues from doing
the same? A second Trump
administration is likely to
continue such trends, and
his willingness to intervene
in Canadian politics is
already causing shock
waves north of the border.
Trump's actions have
repeatedly suggested he
has no respect for those he
views as powerless and
right now Canada fits the
bill. He's made it a running

joke that Canada is not a
real country, but just anoth-
er American state.
Nervously laughing off this
threat doesn't cut it as a
response. Canada has so far
acted in a manner that
makes it seem as though
Trump has a point.

Rather than pushing
back by defending
Canada's strong record in
managing its part of the
border relationship, the
government immediately
promised more than $1 bil-
lion in new border spend-
ing. Canada's leaders have
failed to call out Trump's
threats as the bluster of a
bully. In the face of
Trump's tariff threats,
Trudeau made a surprise
trip to Florida to pay his
respects to the president-
elect and plead Canada's
case, rather than observing
the normal protocol and
waiting for a formal postin-
auguration state visit. 

This made Trudeau
appear more like a suppli-
cant than a visiting head of
government. It's helpful in
this situation to think of
Trump as a schoolyard
bully demanding someone
else do his homework - in
this case, defend America's
borders. Such bullying
doesn't end when you give
in to the bully, but only
when it becomes clear you
won't.

Border protection is a
core function of any state,
and a responsibility of any
American president.
Trump's demand that oth-
ers do it for him is both a
sign of weakness and an
attempt to create a scape-
goat should his efforts fail.
As with any bully, if you
promise to do the work for
him, you'll just encourage
additional torment. So
when Trudeau promised to
do more in exchange for an
end to the bullying, he got
a kick in the pants for his
efforts as Trump began to
taunt him about being the
governor of the 51st
American state. The world
is watching how Canada
responds to the bully.

If Canada hopes to enjoy
the respect of its peers, it
must show a willingness to
fight for itself, its prosperi-
ty and its values. It must
defend its sovereignty from

those who refuse to respect
it, and act assertively to
maintain Canadian pros-
perity. That could mean a
trade war. For more than a
century, Canada and the
US have found ways to
cooperate and prosper side
by side despite the fact that
the US is a much more
powerful nation. They've
built alliances and agree-
ments founded on shared
norms, values and customs
as part of a deep and multi-
faceted relationship. None
of that history seems to
matter to Trump, and now
American power seeming-
ly matters more than
Canadian sovereignty.

This power imbalance is
all the more acute given
Canada's dependence on
the American economy and
American military might.
But Canada is not power-
less. Dependency works
both ways, and the deep
integration of the two
countries' economies
makes the US vulnerable as
well. Shutting off power
exports, as Ontario Premier
Doug Ford suggests, is one
course of action that would
have an immediate and sig-
nificant detrimental effect
on the American economy.
Ditto for petroleum.
Energy is power in more
ways than one. 

The US consumes mil-
lions of barrels of
Canadian petroleum every
day, and a tax on that fuel
would be inflationary and
ultimately unpopular with
American voters. Other
countries stand to lose if
the US gets away with dis-
respecting Canadian sover-
eignty as well. If Trump
refuses to respect Canadian
sovereignty, no country is
safe.

Panama and Denmark
can already attest to that.
Finding ways to creatively
push back against such
demands should be an
imperative for any country
that values its independ-
ence, and Canada needs to
work with such allies.
Trump will soon be US
president again. But he is
not and should not be treat-
ed as the president of
Canada. Whoever leads
Canada in the months to
come has tools at their dis-
posal to defend Canadian
sovereignty, and they must
be prepared to use them.

Trump isn’t the
president of Canada

Stewart Prest

R
ESIDENTS of Kyiv
are panicking! At
the rate that

Vladimir Putin's unstop-
pable military juggernaut
is capturing Ukrainian
territory, their city will fall
into Russian hands in only
92 years. Just in time to
celebrate the Russian dic-
tator's 165th birthday!
Although this paragraph
may strike one as silly,
that's because it's a reduc-
tio ad absurdum, a reduc-
tion to the absurd of a par-
ticular narrative favored
by the Kremlin and its fel-
low travelers in the West.

According to this view,
Russia's mighty armed
forces are seizing huge
swaths of Ukrainian territo-
ry, while the poor
Ukrainians, though out-
gunned and outmanned, are
desperately, even heroically,
resisting - but to no avail.
The Russians will keep on
coming until they overrun
Ukraine. 

Therefore, Ukraine and
its allies should agree to any

kind of peace deal today,
because the future can only
get worse. This narrative is
just that - an opinion with
little grounding in actual
facts. The amazing thing
about it is not that the
Kremlin promotes it, but
that many Western analysts
continue to adhere to it.
They should know better, if
only because all it takes to
see that this narrative is silly
is a rudimentary knowledge
of arithmetic.

According to one
Ukrainian analyst's esti-
mate, Russia captured 2,600
square kilometers of
Ukrainian territory in 2024.
(The US-based Institute for
the Study of War places the
number at 4,168.) Ukraine's
left bank - the area east of
the Dnipro River - consti-
tutes 240,000 square kilo-
meters. Assume that all of
Kyiv is on the left bank and
then divide 240,000 by
2,600 to get 92, the number
of years it would take for
Russia to capture left-bank
Ukraine at its current rate.

(Alternatively, divide
240,000 by 4,168 to get 58
years.) So, yes, Russia is
making incremental
advances, but no, those
gains don't amount to a
blitzkrieg. Contrast these
numbers with the wide-
spread images of Russia as
an invincible war machine
and conclude that some-
thing must be amiss with
this narrative. 

But the facts are even
more depressing for the
Putin gang. In 2024 alone,
Russia suffered 427,000
casualties, including dead
and wounded. Divide that
number by 2,600 - the
amount of Ukrainian territo-
ry captured by Russia in
2024 - and you get 164, the
number of Russian casual-
ties per captured square
kilometer. Multiply 164 by
240,000, Ukraine's territory
east of the Dnipro, and you
get 39 million - the number
of soldiers Russia would
lose in 92 years of projected

fighting. (The same opera-
tions using Institute for the
Study of War estimates
equals 25 million casual-
ties.) Even Putin would con-
clude that these numbers
might put a damper on his
birthday festivities. 

Imagine that the US
invades Mexico, captures a
few provinces in its initial
advance, loses about half of
the initially captured territo-
ry, and then suffers 427,000
casualties in just one year
while making micro-
advances. No American
would call that a success,
while all Mexicans would
be rejoicing for having
stopped Yankee imperial-
ism. Naturally, this analysis
is incomplete. Ukraine has
also lost thousands of sol-
diers and civilians; its cities
and infrastructure have been
devastated; and Russia con-
tinues to occupy about one-
fifth of its territory. But
here, too, given Russia's
advantages in virtually

everything, these losses
translate into either a draw
or a modest victory for
Kyiv. It follows that Ukraine
and its allies should not
agree to any kind of peace
deal today, because the
future can only get worse
for Russia. Why, then, do
Western analysts continue to
believe in the Kremlin's nar-
rative and repeat such self-
evident nonsense? Some are
simply Moscow's fellow
travelers - Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orbán and
Slovak Prime Minister
Robert Fico come to mind.
They feign concern for
Ukraine's suffering, but, like
the Freedom Party of
Austria, the Alternative for
Germany and some MAGA
Republicans, they are
Putin's ideological and polit-
ical allies. Unfortunately,
Elon Musk, who does know
how to do arithmetic, falls
into this camp as well.

Others, like some neo-
realist scholars, are wedded
to their assumptions and
theories, regardless of the

facts. Having built their
careers on those ideas, they
believe they can't abandon
them without losing face.
That's a natural impulse
among all academics, even
though there's nothing like a
well-timed mea culpa to
reinforce one's reputation as
a wise seer who has the guts
to admit to being wrong.

Still others, perhaps the
majority, are soft on the
Kremlin and its narrative
simply because the Biden
administration, which they
hate, pursued a hard-ish line
toward Putin. Since the
enemy of my enemy must
be my friend, they objec-
tively side with Russia, even
as it violates everything they
claim to stand for. The bad
news is that even people
with the intellectual where-
withal to see through Putin's
propaganda can embrace it.
The good news is that num-
bers don't lie and that facts
usually get the upper hand
over half-baked narratives -
perhaps not immediately,
but eventually.

Doing the math on Russia’s territorial gains in Ukraine
Alexander J. Motyl

S
INCE election night
two months ago,
Democrats on

Capitol Hill have been
quietly wrestling with a
question that will define
the next four years of
their political world.
With anti-Trump resist-
ance politics in ruins and
large portions of the
Democratic coalition
shifting right, to what
extent should Democrats
work with a MAGA
movement they've spent
years denouncing as
dangerous? 

The question of how
and whether to align with
Donald Trump on policy
has divided the party and
even split the progressive
movement. Lefty Rep. Ro
Khanna's (D-Calif.) call
for bipartisan engagement
with Elon Musk's govern-
ment efficiency group led
to an outpouring of venom
from progressives, for
whom Musk is a special
kind of poison. Others,
including strategist David
Axelrod, reject out of
hand the idea that Trump
would even consider
working with Democrats.
If Democrats want to win
back the voters who aban-
doned them in November,
they'll need to learn to
take wins where they can
in a government dominat-
ed by an ideology they
find repulsive. That might
turn some stomachs, but
politics is the art of mak-
ing the best of a bad situa-
tion. Even in the darkness
of Trumpism, Democrats
have a real opportunity to
deliver real positive
change for their con-
stituents. They should.
Though Khanna is too ide-
alistic about Musk's actual
intentions for DOGE, he's
right about how important
it is that Democrats avoid
becoming another "Party
of No." Democrats may
find President-elect
Trump's tall tale populism
disgraceful, but most vot-
ers support his tough talk
around immigration, high
prices and American glob-
al competitiveness.
Ignoring that reality land-
ed Democrats in the ditch
in 2024, and they can
hardly afford a repeat of
that showing in two years. 

There are also clear
areas of weakness that
Democrats can exploit.
Voters remain skeptical of
Trump's price-hiking tariff
threats, and they disagree
with his sympathetic
views toward the world's
autocrats. Those disagree-
ments are especially visi-
ble among young voters
who shifted to Trump in
November. But first
Democrats will need to
get voters listening again -
and the way to do that is
by undermining
Republicans' message that
the Democratic Party is
solely out to obstruct
Trump's second-term
agenda. The roadmap is
there. Trump's broad-
strokes approach means
he'll need Congress to
flesh out the details of
how they achieve his lofty
(and often conflicting)
goals. That's a wider play-
ing field than Democrats
think, and engaging the
process to make bad bills
better doesn't weaken the
party's legitimate criti-
cisms of Trump's squishy
platform. But unlike when
Republicans enjoyed the

leverage of divided gov-
ernment, Democrats find
themselves with few
levers to pull in order to
meaningfully delay the
legislative process. So
where can Democrats find
those wins? Of all places,
immigration reform.
Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.)
has already opened nego-
tiations with Republicans
on pairing increased fund-
ing for border enforce-
ment with a deal to pro-
vide legal status to
Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) recipients, popu-
larly known as
DREAMers. Trump's own
position is hazy. Though
the incoming president
said as recently as last
month that he supports
DREAMers, he's yet to
outline any clear policy
mechanisms for his
expected immigration
package. Democrats may
balk at helping Trump
enact immigration poli-
cies they've long opposed,
but cutting a deal will help
mend Democrats' tattered
public image on immigra-
tion while also securing a
long-sought resolution for
migrants brought to this
country as children. 

Acknowledging their
unpopularity on immigra-
tion will also help
Democrats reopen conver-
sations with the immigrant
communities that support-
ed Trump in November.
That voter bloc was a
long-time Democratic
stalwart before its big shift
in 2024, but divisions over
immigration policy have
been sapping immigrant
support for Democrats for
years. Those voters tell
pollsters they don't feel
fully represented by either
political party. They sup-
port the DREAMers but
align with the GOP on
policing the border. These
are voters Democrats can
win back, but it will
require a willingness to
bend. Democrats also
share an unlikely com-
monality with MAGA's
populist base: Both groups
believe in taxing the ultra-
rich. "We have to increase
taxes on the wealthy,"
Trump ally Steve Bannon
reiterated last month on
his show "War Room."
Many working-class
MAGA voters feel the
same, and for all its faults,
Trump's movement has
been built in large part on
actually listening to his
own base. It may seem
strange that a president-
elect who is permanently
shadowed by mega-bil-
lionaire Elon Musk would
be open to raising taxes on
his wealthy donors, but we
live in interesting times.
Trump's transactional
approach to politics means
that there are no such
things as permanent
alliances - even between
Republicans and the ultra-
rich. 

If Trump sees raising
taxes on the wealthy as the
way to win other victories
he cares more immediately
about, Democrats must be
willing to seriously
engage the president-
elect's fickleness. If they
don't, the left will find
itself left behind by events
as Republicans spend the
next two to four years leg-
islating their vision for
America. 

Democrats
must work

with Trump -
strategically

Max Burns



K
EIR Starmer is in terrible
trouble. Desperately
unpopular at home, he is

losing his friends abroad. Almost
the last socialist standing in a
world shifting Right-wards at
breakneck speed, our accidental
Prime Minister cuts an isolated,
befuddled, almost pitiful figure.
His Leftist comrades Joe Biden,
Justin Trudeau and Olaf Scholz
are on the way out; Emmanuel
Macron is a laughing stock.

The future belongs to Donald
Trump, Canada's Pierre Poilievre,
Argentina's Javier Milei and even
Nayib Bukele, El Salvador's crime-
busting, pro-Bitcoin president, and
to the Eurosceptic, anti-immigration
parties rising across Europe. All
look at Britain with a mix of sadness
and incomprehension. To the Right-
wing counter-elites seizing power
worldwide, Starmer embodies our
accelerating decline, his values at
odds with the global mood, the inad-
equacies of his Government painful-
ly obvious. We are the country
nobody wants to copy, a case study
in what not to do, the subject of a
cruel experiment in destroying a
successful and cohesive society.

Like a dinosaur who miraculous-
ly escaped the mass extinction of his
companions, Starmer plods on,
unable to recalibrate to the new zeit-
geist, chasing an EU mirage that no
longer exists, stubbornly hiking tax
and spend, doubling down on mass
immigration and overpriced energy,
oblivious to the flashing red lights in
the City as gilt yields rocket to their
highest levels since 1998.

The Prime Minister was caught
by surprise by the verbal onslaught
unleashed by Elon Musk over the
grooming gangs abomination, but
that is nothing compared to what

will happen when Trump takes
office on 20 January. Starmer's
inflexibility means the special rela-
tionship is unlikely to survive: its
demise, catastrophic for UK inter-
ests, would serve as the epitaph of
his failed premiership. Trump sees
the UK and European countries as
whingeing, ungrateful scroungers.
He will demand much greater
defence spending, but Rachel
Reeves, facing a renewed fiscal cri-
sis as our borrowing costs surge,
won't want to slash welfare and is
unlikely to deliver more than a token
increase. Trump will react furiously.

If that doesn't break the special
relationship, the administration's
likely embrace of lawfare will stun a
Westminster establishment that
doesn't understand the modern
Republican Party. Starmer, a Left-
wing lawyer, is about to be given a
taste of his own medicine. Even
though Israel possesses its own inde-
pendent courts and its own robust
democracy to deal with law-breaking
or abuses, and despite the fact that
the Jewish state is meant to be our
ally, Starmer imposed sanctions
against a handful of Israeli settlers
accused of attacking Palestinians.
Biden approved similar sanctions.

The Left cheered at this embrace
of extra-territoriality and disregard
for national sovereignty, but, in its
arrogant belief that the wokerati
would always be in power, failed to
grasp the threat to its own interests of
setting such a precedent. The Maga
Right has none of the inhibitions of
its predecessors. It is planning to
leverage the power of a recaptured
state to annihilate its enemies. Many
US conservatives are now calling, in
all seriousness, for sanctions to be

imposed on British politicians
deemed to have not done enough to
combat the obscenity that are the
grooming gangs. Some want UK cit-
izens convicted of raping young girls
but released after short sentences to
be directly penalised by the US.

Britain risks being treated like a
country with a broken justice system
by a global super-power: it is a farce
and an embarrassment. Foreign
intervention on a domestic matter,
even if spearheaded by well-mean-
ing conservatives, isn't the solution:
the answer is a better UK govern-
ment committed to delivering justice
to the victims. Our morally bankrupt
bien-pensant elite is triply to blame.
There is an even stronger campaign
underway to impose sanctions on
British officials who restricted arms
sales for Israel, for tacitly helping
enemies of America. The
International Criminal Court is cer-
tain to be targeted: its chief prosecu-
tor Karim Ahmad Khan is British.
There may be extradition requests,
as well as attempts to go after
Labour for allowing activists to
campaign for Kamala Harris. The
"human rights" house of cards could
be toppled, destroying the centre-
piece of the Starmerite worldview.

More generally, America is about
to start exporting Right-wing values
again, putting it at odds with
Labour's Britain. US foreign policy
has long been profoundly ideologi-
cal, though the belief system has
varied: America backed our mem-
bership of the European Community
(bad), supported anti-communism
(good), fought Islamism after 9/11
(good), and became a massive
exporter of woke and environmental
nostrums, working with Wall Street

and Silicon Valley (bad). The British
Left embraced this latter onslaught:
it welcomed donations to the pro-
EU camp from US banks. Starmer
took the knee in 2020, defying
Trump and aligning himself with the
far-Left, US BLM movement.
British firms adopted deranged
teachings of US-centric critical race
theory. All of this is now being
reversed. We are living through the
greatest "vibe shift" to the Right
since 1979-1980, confirming, as per
Newton's Third Law of Motion, that
"for every action, there is an equal
and opposite reaction".

Far from promoting DEI, the US
will combat it. Trump wants to frack
and ditch green targets and treaties.
Musk wants to reinvent himself as a
Right-wing George Soros, funding
Right-wing causes globally, terrify-
ing the British Left. Scores of corpo-
rate giants are ending DEI.
Numerous Wall Street banks have
pulled out of net zero initiatives.
Meta - which owns Facebook and
Instagram - has reembraced free
speech, parting company with Nick
Clegg and aligning itself with
Musk's X. Exporting the First
Amendment may become a US for-
eign policy priority. We can expect
trade sanctions against UK and EU
interests if Starmer or Brussels seek
to prevent American social media
firms from hosting material that is
legal in the US. Britain and Europe
will face a new kind of conservative
US imperialism, manifesting itself
not just in attempted land grabs
(such as reversing the surrender of
the Chagos, or trying to absorb
Greenland) but by tying trade sanc-
tions to politics and policy.
Everything is about to change.
Starmer doesn't stand a chance.

The Telegraph
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Starmer is about to get a taste
of his own bitter medicine

Allister Heath

T
HE 6 August marked a
new beginning for more
than 170 million people in

Bangladesh, as the authoritarian
government of prime minister
Sheikh Hasina was finally top-
pled after weeks of bloody
protests that saw hundreds
killed.

The protests began as a student
movement against plans to reform
recruitment for public sector jobs,
but quickly snowballed into a pop-
ular revolution against the Awami
League government. Hasina fled to
India on a helicopter as an angry
mob marched towards the presi-
dential palace. Her ousting created
a power vacuum in Bangladesh
that was quickly filled by a new
caretaker government, as Hasina
critic and Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus returned to the
country to be named interim leader.
The 84-year-old microfinance pio-
neer faced an almighty task -
restoring democracy to a nation
scarred by violence and whose
economy was floundering.

Almost five months on and the
streets of Dhaka have come alive,
schools and colleges have
reopened, a police force which
refused to work in the days imme-
diately after Hasina's ouster has
returned, and remittances from
abroad - worth around 5 per cent of
GDP - have stabilised. But
Bangladesh is still on edge, with
growing discontent over the Yunus
government's failure to solve the
economic crisis and international
concern over attacks on religious
minority groups. The UK govern-
ment this month revised its travel
guidance,cautioning that "terrorists
are likely to try to carry out
attacks" in Bangladesh as it
advised citizens against "all but
essential travel". For better or
worse, Hasina's ouster was neces-
sary, says Rafiqul Islam, a 19-year-
old Dhaka University student who
was one of the thousands who took
part in demonstrations that led to
her downfall. He and others braved
confrontations with a police force

ordered to shoot at protesters to
quash the unrest.

It was the rising death toll among
students, and the security forces'
eventual refusal to carry out those
orders, that made it clear Hasina
could not continue. The Yunus
administration revealed in
November that about 1,500 people
died in protests and as many as
3,500 may have been forcibly
abducted during Hasina's rule. Islam
says he has more faith in the interim
government to turn the country's for-
tunes around than the 15-year
Hasina regime capable of such bru-
tality, but admits he is disappointed
at the Yunus administration's han-
dling of the economy and the rising
tensions with neighbour India, a
strong ally that played a pivotal role
in Bangladesh's liberation in 1971.
"We knew it would not be a miracu-
lous change of situation in
Bangladesh but it is not getting any
better," he tells The Independent.
"We need an elected government."

Islam is pointing to the fact that
the Yunus administration has no
legal grounds for existing - Hasina
amended the constitution in 2011
to remove a provision for interim
governments. It is an irregularity
backed by the army and the peo-
ple's faith, Islam says, and once
that initial optimism fades the
country could again plunge into
chaos. Sehnaz Khan, a resident of
Chittagong city, which has wit-
nessed a spate of clashes between
religious groups in recent weeks,
hopes the sacrifice of hundreds of
protesters will not be in vain. She
is excited for the future but says
soaring food prices and rampant
electricity cuts have added another
worry for her family of four, who
survive on her income. "If [we
don't get] a better life, we want our
old lives to be returned to us," the
primary school teacher says. "I
used to able to feed my entire fam-
ily three meals a day. Given the
cost of rice and other necessities,
we barely make it to two meals."

Bangladesh's foreign exchange
reserves fell by $1.23bn to
$18.61bn by the end of November
this year, according to the central
bank. The country recorded the
highest inflation in four months in
November at 11.38 per cent, driven
mainly by higher food prices, the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
found. Hailed as the fastest-growing
economy in South Asia in recent
years, Bangladesh's development
success story was called into ques-
tion after a white paper concluded
that the Hasina administration mas-
saged GDP figures. Researchers put
GDP growth at around 3 per cent in
2018-2019, compared to the 7 per
cent claimed in official statistics.
Beyond economic troubles, critics
say Yunus has failed to set out a
timeline for holding new elections
and not done enough to protect
either religious minorities in the
Muslim-majority nation, or mem-
bers of the Awami League.

The targeted violence has driven
hundreds of Bangladeshi minori-
ties and members of the former rul-
ing party out of the country, with
many of them taking refuge in
India. The authorities say there
have been 88 cases of violence
against minorities in the five
months since Hasina's ousting,
though they have received wide-
spread coverage, particularly in
neighbouring India. Yunus has
described this as "exaggerated
propaganda" from a country whose
government had closely backed
Hasina for many years. "The tran-
sitional government certainly
could have done more in the days
and weeks after Ms Hasina's ouster
to establish order and provide secu-
rity for Hindu communities. The
violence that we have seen hardly
came as a surprise," Dr Ian Hall,
professor at Brisbane's Griffith
University, tells The Independent.

Political parties including the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) led by former prime minis-
ter Khaleda Zia have been pressing

the interim government for a clear
plan to hold a national election.
Army chief General Waker-uz-
Zaman in September told Reuters
that democracy should be restored
within a year to a year-and-a-half,
but urged patience. Yunus this
month insisted that polls can be
held only after electoral reforms
are put in place. He suggested elec-
tions could be arranged in the first
half of 2026.

Yunus has said "the past is
gone", but he has also responded to
public anger against Hasina by
cancelling national holidays hon-
ouring her father Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, one of the nation's found-
ing leaders. Last month his portrait
was removed from the Bangladesh
president's office, and new curren-
cy notes have been issued with his
likeness removed. Some
Bangladeshis say there has been
too much focus on righting past
wrongs. "These are misplaced pri-
orities," says Raju Poddar, a cloth-
ing shop owner in Dhaka. "No one
wants to remember the brutal past
but the government needs to focus
on making the present peaceful.
The never-ending protests, the
attacks need to stop."

The success of Bangladesh's
revolution and the Yunus govern-
ment that has followed will be
judged first and foremost on
whether lives for ordinary
Bangladeshis get better - but there
are still calls for accountability for
a regime that systematically
repressed opposing voices over 15
years. Another point of contention
with India is the Yunus govern-
ment's formal calls for Hasina to be
extradited back to Bangladesh to
face trial for alleged crimes against
humanity committed during the
protests. India has confirmed it
received the request but refused to
comment further. "Yunus has been
quite measured with New Delhi,"
Dr Hall says. "It is time for New
Delhi to reevaluate its tendency to
take sides in the domestic politics
of its neighbours."

The Independent

Has Bangladesh’s revolution been a success?
Alisha Rahaman Sarkar

P
R E S I D E N T - E L E C T
Trump's antitrust team of
enforcers has now been

named. There are few clues
about their likely course of
enforcement based solely on
their resumes, all of which
include bipartisan elements.
Current FTC Commissioner
Andrew Ferguson will replace
Lina Khan as chair of the FTC. 

Ferguson was Republican
Senate Leader Mitch McConnell's
principal legal advisor but was put
on the FTC by President Biden.
The current head of the Antitrust
Division at the Department of
Justice, Jonathan Kanter, will be
replaced by Gail Slater, a former
advisor to Vice President-elect JD
Vance and staff member of the
National Economic Council in
President Trump's first term. 

Slater also served as an advisor
to Julie Brill, a Democratic mem-
ber of the FTC appointed by
President Obama.If these individu-
als' resumes do not point to a
change in antitrust direction, how-
ever, historic precedent does.
Twenty-four years ago, the George
W. Bush administration inherited
from the Clinton administration
the last major case against big
tech: US v. Microsoft. The Bush
team was alarmed by the harm to
America's high-tech competitive-
ness that would have followed
from the Clinton team's request to
break up Microsoft. Shortly after
taking over, the Bush antitrust
authorities withdrew the break-up
demand, proposed conduct restric-
tions instead, and allowed

Microsoft to continue to innovate
as an integrated company. A simi-
lar change in approach may come
in four cases supported by the
Biden administration which target
some of the nation's most innova-
tive and consumer focused compa-
nies: Google, Amazon, Apple and
Meta (Facebook). The first is the
Biden Justice Department's case
claiming that Google monopolized
the market for online search. It
won at trial and has now asked the
court to break up Google as a rem-
edy - strikingly parallel to
Clinton's request to break up
Microsoft 24 years earlier. This
case had actually been brought in
October 2020, in the waning
weeks of the first Trump adminis-
tration. 

Trump's then-antitrust chief had
disqualified himself from consid-
ering the case, and with other mat-
ters taking priority at the White
House, it was hardly a flagship of
the first Trump administration.
Further, although Trump's team
brought the case, it was Biden's
team, four years later, that
demanded the break-up of Google
as a remedy. Second, the Biden
Justice Department sued Apple,
claiming it had impeded interoper-
ability between Apple's iPhone
apps and other smart phone sys-
tems. That case is in the pre-trial
stage. The Justice Department
wants to order Apple to make its
most valuable applications univer-
sally available, even to competi-
tors. Once again, there is an obvi-

ous parallel to the Microsoft case,
where, if Clinton's Justice
Department had had its way, the
newly spun-off Windows' app
company would have made all its
Windows' apps available to
Microsoft's competitors. 

The third case is the Biden
FTC's lawsuit against Amazon for
requiring retailers to offer the low-
est prices available anywhere if
they sell on Amazon; and requiring
retailers to use Amazon's delivery
and return services if they want
favorable placement on Amazon's
website.

In opposing the latter practice,
the Biden team ignored how dif-
ferent parts of a single big tech
company worked together to guar-
antee a better experience for the
consumer. The fourth case is the
FTC's lawsuit against Meta over
Facebook's acquisition of
Instagram and What's App. This
was originally brought on a 3-to-2
vote of the FTC in 2020, with two
of President Trump's three
appointees to the FTC at that time
voting no. 

This happened eight and six
years, respectively, after each
acquisition had been approved by
federal antitrust authorities. Not
feeling any real ownership of these
cases, the new Trump antitrust
team can abstract from the minuti-
ae of each case and apply some
broader principles. For the first
three, the applicable rule Trump's
team might follow is that govern-
ment should generally not inter-

fere with business success where
consumers seem satisfied. Google
offers the best search engine in the
world, and the trial record is con-
spicuously devoid of consumer
complaints. Apple has defended its
interoperability rules as necessary
to preserve the high quality of per-
formance of the iPhone it created. 

Amazon requires its own
delivery services to assure the
reliability that has become syn-
onymous with its brand.
Consumer satisfaction is in the
stratosphere. In these three cases,
however, the Biden administra-
tion followed a different stan-
dard, ignoring the genius of
American innovation and the
supremacy of the consumer. In
the Biden era, any tech company
big enough can be attacked for
any practice that disadvantaged a
competitor - even if consumers
prefer the practice. The FTC's
case against Facebook (Meta) for
acquiring Instagram and What's
App, however, will attract critical
review by the Trump antitrust
team for a different reason. 

The decision to challenge the
mergers anew after they had been
cleared years earlier signaled that
corporate America can not rely on
federal antitrust authorities. No
acquisition could ever be consid-
ered final. The Biden antitrust
team may not have minded what
that approach meant for long-term
corporate planning, but Trump's
antitrust team cannot conclude that
this is an efficient way for the gov-
ernment to interact with American
industry.

Four cases to test Trump’s antitrust strategy
Tom Campbell

P
R E S I D E N T -
ELECT Donald
Trump wants to

acquire Greenland. This
is not merely one of his
japes, as it may have
been during his first
term. Great-power terri-
torial acquisition is on
his dream list for his sec-
ond term. And while the
annexation of Canada as
the "51st state," as he
often posts, may be more
in the messing-around
category, he's speaking
quite seriously about
seizing Greenland. The
Danish crown is paying
attention.

"In meetings, at dinners
and in passing conversa-
tions, Mr. Trump has
asked advisers whether the
US can acquire Greenland,
listened with interest when
they discuss its abundant
resources and geopolitical
importance," the Wall
Street Journal first report-
ed in 2019. It seemed, as
with so many things dur-
ing his first term, that it
was something staff prom-
ised to "look into" while
assuming that Trump
would forget and move on
to something else.

Trump, however, has
not forgotten, and he will
spend much more of his
second term trying to exe-
cute his most fanciful
plans than his first. In
Trump's announcement of
his nominee to serve as
ambassador to Denmark,
Ken Howery, he empha-
sized that "for purposes of
National Security and
Freedom throughout the
World, the United States
of America feels that the
ownership and control of
Greenland is an absolute
necessity." Kenny, you
have your orders.

Greenland, with a popu-
lation of around 50,000, is
an autonomous territory of
Denmark, a kingdom with
which Greenland has a
history going back more
than a millennium.
Greenland manages its
internal affairs, while
national security is dele-
gated to Denmark. While
Greenland isn't particular-
ly enraptured with
Denmark anymore, that
doesn't mean it's ready to

leap into the hands of
America. Greenland's
prime minister, in
response to Trump's latest
chatter about acquisition,
has emphasized that the
island is not for sale.
Denmark, meanwhile, is
getting saucy in the face of
Trump's expansionist
threats. King Frederik,
who took the throne from
his mom a year ago, just
released an updated royal
coat of arms-and hoo boy. 

The updated one more
prominently displays sym-
bols of the Danish realm's
overseas territories, por-
traying a significantly
larger polar bear, repre-
senting Greenland, and
ram, representing the
Faroe Islands. A more
realistic updated coat of
arms would feature the
logo of Novo Nordisk. But
as the king wishes, so the
royal drawers-of-pictures
obey.

Trump saw King
Frederik's upsized polar
bear and raised him a Don
Jr. Greenland excursion.
The president-elect's son
landed in Nuuk on
Tuesday, in the Trump-
branded plane, on an unof-
ficial trip. The purpose,
per the AP, was "to shoot
video content for podcast-
ing," in line with the
industry trend of people
watching videos of audio
shows. While in Nuuk,
Don Jr.'s father called in to
speak to an assembled
group. During a press con-
ference on Tuesday, mean-
while, Trump laid out his
vision for acquiring
Greenland. 

He threatened "very
high tariffs" on Denmark
if it refused to consider
selling Greenland and
refused to rule out eco-
nomic or military coer-
cion in his effort to take
over Greenland. (He
refused to rule out the
same for his other pet
project, retaking the
Panama Canal.) He also
suggested that Denmark
might not really have con-
trol over Greenland, any-
way.

It's important to note
that Trump is not the first

American official to come
up with the idea of annex-
ing Greenland, and he is
correct that the island is of
significant strategic
importance. With the
Arctic melting-who knows
why!-new sea lanes are
opening, and Russia and
China have been working
to plant their flags. The
island has vast natural
resources, including valu-
able rare-earth mineral
deposits. And were
Greenland to achieve full
independence, it would
inevitably fall under some
great power's security
umbrella. 

The US already has a
military base on the island,
as it is. None of this
means, however, that the
US needs to annex
Greenland to strategic pur-
poses. It could simply
negotiate a treaty or some
other diplomatic agree-
ment for enhanced cooper-
ation. That may be what
Trump's saber-rattling, in
the end, is all about. More
likely, though, he just
wants it because it would
be cool. And as much as he
makes the national securi-
ty arguments … well,
we've all studied this guy's
brain for a decade now. We
think we know why he's
really interested in it. It's
because Greenland looks
really, really big on the
Mercator projection.

Greenland is not small.
We would never disrespect
Greenland by calling it
small. But it's not as big as
it looks, flattened out, on
the Mercator projection. It
is not roughly the same
size as Africa. It is my
belief, however, that
Trump does not know this
and believes that it is the
size of Africa, which
makes him fixated on it
enough to threaten war-
trade war or shooting war-
with a NATO ally over its
control. 

The same applies to
Canada, which Trump also
says he wants, and which
also appears enormous on
the Mercator projection.
Trump has not indicated
what his plans for gover-
nance would be of any of
the territories he hopes to
capture.

It’s obvious why
Trump actually

wants Greenland
Jim Newell

M
Y first op-ed of
last year was
titled "Change

in Syria could be the
region's black swan
event of 2024." The year
ended with this change
happening and Bashar
Assad being removed
from power. My conclu-
sion to that article of 12
months ago was that
such an event "could
change the face of the
Middle East in a manner
unseen since the time of
decolonization and inde-
pendence."

There has indeed been
a realignment of interests
in the Middle East that
might bring surprises and
new alliances. Syria's his-
torical central role in the
region will bring this for-
ward. It is also a new page
for Lebanon. During
recent years, it has been
very clear that the
Lebanese file had been
put aside while Syria was
in turmoil. As various
forces were battling on
the ground in Syria
toward an unknown out-
come, Lebanon was not
worth the investment.
There was no point,
beyond some internation-
al diplomatic patch-ups,
in a strong commitment to
Lebanon before
Damascus became stable
again. Lebanon was sec-
ondary.

Damascus is now on
this new path. In short,
Tehran will no longer be
able to use Syria to extend
its influence both militari-
ly and politically to
Lebanon and beyond.
This is what the Assad
regime had bargained
with Iran since the early
1980s, by being its logis-
tical Arabic extension.
But today's change comes
with a new balance of
power and influence. It
still has a tough road
ahead with its domestic
issues and a new regional
role to be determined.

We can nevertheless
rightly start to ask how
this will impact Lebanon.
How will Beirut live
through this change? Will
it bring forward true
change or will it be more
of the same under a new
banner? The answers will
not only come from

geopolitical deal-making,
but they are also clearly in
the hands of the
Lebanese.

The early signs are not
encouraging. With losses
and wins, the Lebanese
old guard of politicians
are ready to reboot their
political leverage through
the road they know best,
Damascus. Obviously,
Hezbollah is on the defen-
sive and cornered politi-
cally and militarily. It has
a diminished, nonrenew-
able stock of weapons
after being hit severely by
Israel. Yet, it will not be
an easy way forward. It is
time for a real and com-
plete change, which today
can only be brought for-
ward with a new federal
system. Most pundits
loyal to the old guard
(from all sides) have
described federalism as
the beginning of a new
civil war or a plan for
secession. It is, in reality,
the opposite and one of
the best options for keep-
ing Lebanon united and
safe. There is no better
way to bring stability than
by giving each communi-
ty more freedom in what
matters to them.

We need to reduce fear
and mitigate greed. And
federalism is the best way
to achieve both. Fear and
greed are what puts
everything at risk. It is
time to choose a political
system that cancels both.
Federalism, by giving
power to each community,
would break Lebanon free
of this old dynamic.

Nothing on the ground
must be left to threaten
communities, so the sur-
render of Hezbollah's
arsenal should be a neces-
sity. 

This is the only way to
give the initial green light
for the respect of the sin-
gle most important insti-
tution today, the Lebanese
Armed Forces. It urgently
needs to assume its true
role for the sake of the
country. Subsequently,
there is an urgent need to
establish strong stability
without dismantling exist-
ing institutions, despite
their weaknesses, while
simultaneously pursuing a

complete overhaul. We
now know that history
never ends. And in the
Middle East, reversals can
happen and what has been
done can be undone, espe-
cially in volatile situa-
tions. 

This also applies to
Syria. While leaving the
Syrian people to decide
their own future, it is high
time to delink and de-risk
both files. We now need
to choose Lebanon and
avoid inviting too much
influence from Syria. We
need positive and peace-
ful bilateral relations.
However, we do not want
the political fate of the
country to be the result of
a balancing act between
regional influences.

I do not wish to be
aligned with a politician
just because we are from
the same group. I want to
align with a politician
who brings a true vision
for the country and is
capable of executing it.
By putting greed and fear
aside, we give a new gen-
eration a chance to see
this type of leadership,
not simply a geopolitical
balancing act that brings
forward the good deal-
maker versus the solid
country-builder. What we
fail to understand is that
change in the Levant is
often out of the box; dif-
ferent from what analysts
were expecting. Lebanon,
because of its constant
turmoil, seems adapted to
this change. 

Yet, as we can all
notice the beginnings of a
new battle for extreme
transformation, I do not
know which way it will
go. But I am certain that,
short of a new political
pact built on a new system
such as federalism, the
risks of slipping into even
more chaos, such as the
ones that we witnessed in
the times of "decoloniza-
tion and independence,"
are real. I nevertheless
know that, to avoid the
cycles of assassinations or
worse that this phase
could bring, the Lebanese
people need to stick
together across all reli-
gions and put forward a
viable political solution
before one is imposed on
them.

Lebanese must seize this
opportunity for change

Khaled Abou Zahr



WASHINGTON (Reuters): The
lawyer for TikTok and its Chinese
parent company ByteDance offered a
warning during Supreme Court argu-
ments over a law that would compel

the sale of the short-video app or ban
it in the United States: If Congress
could do this to TikTok, it could come
after other companies, too.

The law, which was the subject of

arguments before the nine justices on
Friday, sets a Jan. 19 deadline for
ByteDance to sell the popular social
media platform or face a ban on
national security grounds.

FAISALABAD (APP): The
Faisalabad Electric Supply
Company (FESCO) has
finalised all arrangements to
launch its state-of-the-art
smart mobile application
namely “CCMS Plus” by the
end of this month. 

Speaking during the launch
of IT-based equipment at
Abdullahpur Division’s com-
plaint center, Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) FESCO
Engineer Muhammad Amir
said here on Saturday that this

app would have salient fea-
tures of advanced Electronic
Operations (EOPS which
would help in enhancing cus-
tomer’s service in addition to
streamlining the complaint
resolution processes.

He highlighted the compa-
ny’s commitment to prioritiz-
ing consumer’s convenience
through modern solutions and
said that customers were our
most valuable asset. “Our top
priority is to provide cutting-
edge facilities to over precious

consumers, which would also
elevate the company’s reputa-
tion”, he added.

He said that FESCO Smart
App had already been intro-
duced as a pilot project in five
subdivisions of Abdullahpur
Division including Madina
Town, Mansoorabad,
Gattwala, Naimat Colony and
Jaranwala Road subdivisions. 

It would be fully function-
al across all 148 subdivisions
by the end of the month, he
said, adding that android

users could download this
app from the Play Store and
register them with their cre-
dentials to access a range of
features designed for their
convenience.

He said that the app
would allow the consumers
to register and track com-
plaints, escalate issues to
NEPRA, pay bills online,
calculate estimated bills,
request bill due date exten-
sions and apply for new con-
nections. 

MULTAN (APP): The
Pakistan Central Cotton
Committee (PCCC) has
announced the first-ever
national cotton conference,
scheduled to be held on
February 4, 2025, in Multan. 

Organised in collabora-
tion with Cotton Connect,
the conference marks a piv-
otal step towards revitaliz-
ing Pakistan’s cotton sector
and fostering national con-

sensus for its growth. The
initiative was supported by
leading private sector
stakeholders, including
Tara Group and Fatima
Fertilizer, demonstrating a
unified commitment to
restoring the industry.

The conference aimed to
address key challenges in
cotton production and the
value chain while providing
a collaborative platform for

stakeholders to devise a
sustainable roadmap. Reno-
wned experts such as Dr.
Eric, Executive Director of
the International Cotton
Advisory Committee
(ICAC), Washington D.C.,
and Kanwar Usman,
Director of Textiles at
ICAC, would be among the
distinguished participants.
Representatives from the
government, research insti-

tutions, the textile industry,
ginning sector, and seed,
fertilizer, and pesticide
companies, alongside glob-
al and local experts, are
expected to engage in con-
structive dialogue.

Dr. Yousaf Zafar, Vice
President PCCC, empha-
sized the critical need for
research and development
to rejuvenate the cotton
sector. 

FAISALABAD (APP): The
small and medium enter-
prises (SME) sector must
be made an integral part of
the global supply chain to
make it competitive and
progressive to earn pre-
cious foreign exchange in
addition to creating maxi-
mum job opportunities
within the country. 

This was demanded by
Imran Mehmood Sheikh,
Central Chairman of All
Pakistan Bedsheet and
Upholstery Manufacturers
Association (APBUMA),
here on Saturday. He wel-
comed the recent
announcement of Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif in
this regard and said that

some urgent, practical and
SME centric measures were
imperative to achieve this
objective. 

He appealed the govern-
ment to evolve a progres-
sive strategy in consultation
with the concerned stake-
holders by offering neces-
sary incentives and facilita-
tions to this sector. 

He said that APBUMA
was the biggest elected
trade body of the SME sec-
tor with more than 400
members across the coun-
try. “It must be given due
representation in SMEDA
and other relevant federal
and provincial departments
so that it could contribute
its productive role in

resolving issues being
faced by its members”, he
said and added that the
polices framed in consulta-
tion with SME sector could
not only strengthen it on
sustained basis but also
play its role in enhancing
national exports. 

He said that the Prime
Minister’s contention was
very clear to make the
SME sector a key econom-
ic driver for exports but
the government must
direct the banks through
SBP to provide cheap
loans so that it could effec-
tively take steps through
aggressive R&D to com-
pete and get a lion’s share
from the global markets.

SIALKOT (INP): Federal
Minister for Defence
Khawaja Muhammad Asif
has said the country’s eco-
nomic indicators are gradu-
ally improving and the
attempts made by Imran
Khan and Pakistan Tehr-
eek-e-Insaf (PTI) against
the country have failed.

During a visit to the
Business Facilitation
Centre here on Saturday, he
said the PTI also used the
tactic of hindering the for-
eign remittances. However,
the overseas Pakistanis
rejected the PTI call by
sending more remittances

than before, he added. He
also cut a cake on comple-
tion of one year of the cen-
tre and gave away shields
to the staff over their per-
formance.

The defence minister
said the Business
Facilitation Center (BFC)
was a journey towards
automation, providing
facilities to the public at
their doorsteps while sitting
at home will bring trans-
parency in the system and
citizens will not have to
visit government offices,
which will also save
resources. 

He said the rate of for-
eign remittances in
November, 2024 and
December, 2025 was higher
than last year.

The minister said
Pakistanis living in the Gulf
send their families monthly
expenses every month,
which they could not stop
at Imran Khan’s request.
He said that there was no
truth in the matter of shift-
ing Imran Khan to Bani
Gala, and it was only his
personal desire.

Kh Asif said the PTI had
failed in all its negative
actions for the last two to

three years. Despite
destructive activities of the
PTI, the day-by-day
strengthening of country’s
economy was a clear proof
that the government was
moving in the right direc-
tion and the country had
moved towards progress
and prosperity. 

He said that if talks
could move forward by
arranging a meeting
between Imran Khan and
his party leaders, there was
no harm in arranging it.
However, the talks after
Imran Khan’s tweet were
not fruitful, he added.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: 3rd meet-
ing of FPCCI Federal
Capital Standing Comm-
ittee on Corporate and
Multinational Companies
Affairs held at FPCCI
Capital office Islamabad
and Chaired by Muhammad
Shafique Swati Convener
of the Committee. 

Dr. Hayyam Qayyoum
Dy. Convener profoundly
welcomed representatives
from the business commu-
nity, Multinational Compa-

nies, the Pharma and
Corporate Sector. Key dis-
cussions included the SECP
registration process present-
ed by Shahzad Afzal Khan,
Registrar SECP, a detailed
briefing on the Bridging
Pakistan Conference sched-
uled for February 2025 by
Nasir Jilani and Ms. Uzma
Osho Nasir CEO AASS. 

Dr. Syed Muhammad
Yousaf, Chairman AMGO-
MED addressed the chal-
lenges in the Pharma indus-
try and proposed innovative
strategies for Economic

growth. Chief guest Wahaj
Siraj- CEO NAYATEL deli-
vered an inspiring talk on in-
novation & business ethics. 

Tariq Jadoon VP Feder-
ation of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce & Industry
commended the Committee’s
achievements and active
stakeholders engagement.
Malik Sohail Hussain pre-
sented Crest of FPCCI to
Chief Guest and Registrar
SECP. 

The other Committee
members Ms. Ayesha
Khan, Asim Abbasi, Raja

Ishfaque Abbasi, Shahid
Sheikh, Syed Abul Hassan,
Ch. Nawaz Basra, Agha
Amjad, Junaid Javed, Ali
Hassan and Ch. Manzoor
Ahmed were also actively
participated.

At the end Shafique
Swati thanked to all the
participants and urge to
work for the betterment of
Business community and
for the Economic growth of
the country under the
umbrella of FPCCI and
leadership of Arif Ikram
Sheikh President FPCCI.

NEW YORK (AFP/APP):
Wall Street stocks slumped
and the dollar climbed on
Friday as a robust US jobs
report dimmed hopes of
further interest rate cuts.

Oil prices, meanwhile,
briefly jumped past $80 per
barrel on new US sanctions
on Russia, further disrupt-
ing its crude exports and
therefore tightening sup-
plies. The world’s biggest
economy added 256,000
jobs last month, up from a
revised 212,000 in
November, said the Labor
Department.

The figure smashed mar-
ket expectations of between
150,000 and 160,000 jobs.

Traders say a strong US
economy, as evidenced by
the jobs data, means there
is less likelihood of further
Federal Reserve rate cuts --
which have caused bond
yields and the dollar to
climb and stocks to move
lower. “Sentiment has
soured on equity markets
and the bond market strop
out is showing signs of
intensifying,” said
Susannah Streeter, head of
money and markets at
Hargreaves Lansdown. 

Briefing.com analyst
Patrick O’Hare said: “The
key takeaway from the
report for the market is that
it was perhaps too good.”

The Fed indicated last
month that it would cut
rates just twice this year --
down from the four previ-

ously flagged -- due to
sticky inflation.

That came amid con-
cerns that incoming presi-
dent Donald Trump’s plans
to slash taxes, regulations
and immigration -- and to
impose harsh tariffs on
imports -- would reignite
price increases.

O’Hare said the strong
jobs report suggests “the
Fed may have made a mis-
take cutting rates as aggres-
sively as it did at the end of
2024”.

Hargreaves Lansdown’s
Streeter said: “Hopes for
multiple rate cuts from the
Fed... have fizzled out.”

Market expectations of
the next rate cut have shift-
ed to later in the year.

“The market may not
love this jobs number but
there are a lot worse things
than a strong labour mar-
ket,” said US investment
analyst Bret Kenwell at
eToro trading platform.

A strong jobs market is
needed to keep consumers
spending, which is the
motor of the US economy,
he noted. “Investors need to
keep that in mind -- even if
that means rate-cut expec-
tations take a step back,”
Kenwell added.

The yield on US govern-
ment bonds jumped follow-
ing the jobs report.

Across the Atlantic, UK
10-year bond yields
remained high after surging
to their highest level since
the 2008 global financial
crisis, amid talk the govern-
ment may have to make
spending cuts or hike taxes
to help repay state debt.

The pound remained
under pressure after hitting
levels against the dollar on
Thursday not seen since
late 2023.

“The global bond selloff
showed few signs of letting
up... with long-term bor-
rowing costs continuing to

move higher,” noted Jim
Reid, managing director at
Deutsche Bank. 
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LAHORE: Vendors busy cleaning fishes to attract customers at wholesale fish market.

Lost and Found
I have lost my original BDS
degree along with transcript
issued by Riphah International
University Islamabad under
Reg. No. A1BADBU021B . If
found/ seen please contact
03339615696, Aleena Ali D/o
Musarat Ali, Cnic: 14301-
9100826-4 Kohat.

Court Notice

In the Court of Arshad Khan
Afridi Civil Judge-II, North
Waziristan at Bannu.Suit
No.640/1- Institution  2024
Next Date fo Hearing 16-01-
2025.Case Title.Asharf ali khan
V/S Provincial Government etc
Notice To.6.abdul wadud  son
Inayat Ullah khan 10. bahsh
ahmad son muhammad sha-
heed 20/4. Muhammad Faiz
son   banat khan R/o Hasu
Khail merali District North
waziristan.In the above titled
suit the service of above defen-
dant  is not possible thourhg
ordinary means, Therefore,
you defendat is informed
through this publication that on
16-01-2025 at 08-30 AM you
has/ have to appear before this
court either personally or
through attorney or through
counsel to pursue this suit
noted above, otherwise Ex-
parte proceeding will be initiat-
ed  against you.  Given under
my hand and seal of this Court.

Finance
Minister
leaves for

Hong Kong
ISLAMABAD (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for Finance,
Senator Mohammad Aura-
ngzeb, here on Saturday
departed for Hong Kong to
participate in the 18th Asian
Financial Forum. 

During his visit, he would
meet with key officials from
major Asian financial insti-
tutions, as well as high-rank-
ing government officials,
according to press release
issued by finance ministry.

Aurangzeb is scheduled
to address the Asian
Financial Forum, where he
will provide an overview of
Pakistan’s economic land-
scape. He will also engage
with Chinese officials, fina-
ncial sector experts, profes-
sionals, investors and busi-
ness leaders to discuss
potential investment
opportunities.

Country’s economic
indicators gradually

improving: Khawaja Asif

3rd meeting of FPCCI Federal
Capital Standing Committee held

First national cotton conference
to be held in city on Feb 4

FESCO to launch smart app
‘CCMS Plus’ this month

Strong US jobs report sends
stocks sliding, dollar rising

Make SME sector
part of global supply

chain: Chairman

TikTok warns of broad
consequences if SC allows ban
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ECB allows 
players to 

participate in PSL
K A R A C H I
(Monitoring Desk):
The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) and the
England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB)
resolved on Saturday
the matter regarding
No Objection
Certificates (NOCs)
for English players to
participate in the
Pakistan Super League
(PSL). Following dis-
cussions, the ECB
assured the PCB of
issuing NOCs to play-
ers selected in the PSL
draft. The agreement
ensured the availabili-
ty of English crick-
eters for the tourna-
ment. English players
chosen during the draft
will represent their
respective franchises
in the upcoming edi-
tion of the league. The
PSL 10 had already
steal the spotlight of
many esteemed play-
ers from the different
countries. According
to details surfaced on
Saturday, the latest
joining was of the
South African, new-
comer Corbin Bosch,
who was already tak-
ing on the Pakistan
bowlers with great
contempt.

MLB bans two
fans who grabbed
LA Dodgers' Betts
NEW YORK
(Agencies): Two New
York Yankees fans
who tried to rip the
ball from Los Angeles
Dodgers fielder
Mookie Betts' glove
during game four of
the World Series in
October have been
banned from all Major
League Baseball stadi-
ums indefinitely.
Betts, 32, was catch-
ing a foul ball hit by
ex-Yankee Gleyber
Torres at the right
field wall when the
fans, seated in the first
row, grabbed his wrist
and prised open his
glove to take the ball.
MLB wrote a letter
this week to John P
Hansen and Austin
Capobianco to say
their behaviour at
Yankee Stadium "went
far over the line of
acceptable fan behav-
iour". The league
added if the two men
were discovered at
any MLB venues or
events, they "would be
removed from the
premises and subject
to arrest for trespass".
Both fans were ejected
from the game - which
the Yankees won 11-4
- and were stopped
from attending game
five the following
night, when the
Dodgers sealed a 7-6
victory to clinch the
championship.

Sohail receives
warm welcome
LAHORE (APP): A
warm welcome was
accorded to newly-
crowned British Junior
Open U-13 Champion
Sohail Adnan during a
ceremony at the
Punjab Squash
Complex here. The
ceremony was attend-
ed by Noor-ul-Amin
Mengal, President
Punjab Squash
Association (PSA),
Secretary Pakistan
Squash Federation
(PSF) Air Commodore
Amir Nawaz, Director
Academies PSF Group
Captain Irfan, PSA
officials, Sohail's par-
ents, fellow players,
and a large number of
squash enthusiasts.
The Pakistan Squash
Federation (PSF) takes
immense pride in
Sohail's remarkable
achievement, which
marks the first time a
Pakistani player has
won the U-13 British
Junior Open title in 18
years. This victory is
expected to pave the
way for Sohail to com-
pete for more presti-
gious titles in the
world of squash.
President PSF and
Senior Vice President
congratulated Sohail
on his outstanding win,
reiterating the federa-
tion's commitment to
providing all necessary
facilities and support
to talented players like
Sohail Adnan as part of
its strategy to revive
the lost glory in squash
for Pakistan.
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LAHORE (APP): Left-
handed opening batsman
Imam ul Haq made a
comeback as Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
Saturday announced a 15-
member squad for the two
ICC World Test
Championship Tests
against the West Indies,
scheduled to be played
from January 17 to 29 at
Multan Stadium Multan.

The squad features
seven changes from the
15-member Test team that
toured South Africa. The
retained players are: Shan
Masood (captain), Saud
Shakeel (vice-captain),
Babar Azam, Kamran
Ghulam, Khurram
Shahzad, Mohammad
Rizwan, Noman Ali, and

Salman Ali Agha.
To strengthen the spin

department, off-spinner
Sajid Khan and mystery
spinner Abrar Ahmed have
been recalled to partner
with left-arm spinner
Noman Ali. Openers
Imam-ul-Haq and
Mohammad Huraira have
also been brought back,
replacing the injured Saim
Ayub and the out-of-form
Abdullah Shafique.

As part of workload man-
agement, the pace quartet of
Aamir Jamal, Mohammad
Abbas, Mir Hamza, and
Naseem Shah has been rest-
ed. In their place, the selec-
tors have retained Khurram
Shahzad, recalled
Mohammad Ali and includ-
ed uncapped Kashif Ali.

In the absence of wicket-
keeper-batter Haseebullah,
who sustained a split in his
right-hand webbing during
the Cape Town Test, former
Pakistan U19 and Shaheens
captain Rohail Nazir has
been added to the squad.

Pakistan squad for the
West Indies Tests:

Shan Masood (captain),
Saud Shakeel (vice-cap-
tain), Abrar Ahmed, Babar
Azam, Imam-ul-Haq,
Kamran Ghulam, Kashif
Ali, Khurram Shahzad,
Mohammad Ali,
Mohammad Huraira,
Mohammad Rizwan
(wicketkeeper /ba t te r ) ,
Noman Ali, Rohail Nazir
(wicketkeeper /ba t te r ) ,
Sajid Khan, and Salman
Ali Agha.

LAHORE (APP): The
annual general council
meeting (AGM) of the
Pakistan Rugby Union
Saturday approved minutes
of the previous AGM as
well as the accounts 2022-
23 and 2023-24.

Chairing the annual gen-
eral council meeting,
President Chaudhry Arif
Saeed said that Pakistan
Rugby Union organized
international and local
events brilliantly in 2024. 

He said the team partic-
ipated in the Nepal Sevens,
Women’s and Men’s
Sevens Championships
were held. In addition, the
Servis League was com-
pleted in 15, which is also
ongoing this year. He said
that World Rugby and Asia
Rugby have full confi-
dence in Pakistan. 

Asia Rugby representa-

tive Anatoly also participat-
ed in the Zoom meeting. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by Pakistan Rugby
Chairman Fawzi Khawaja,
Treasurer Muhammad
Haroon, Asia Rugby Vice
President Rizwan Malik,
Punjab Rugby President
Mohsin Iqbal, Executive
Committee Member
Women’s Wing Shireen
Hina, Muhammad Umair
from KPK, General
Manager Pakistan Rugby
Union Syed Moazzam Ali
Shah, Pakistan Rugby
Union Training Head
Shakeel Ahmed Malik,
Accounts Head
Muhammad Asim and via
internet Zoom Secretary
Pakistan Rugby Union
Salman Muzaffar Sheikh,
Sardar Khan from
Balochistan, Executive
Committee Member South

Punjab Muzammil Khan
Waziri, Khurram Khawaja
from Sindh, Bilal Butt
from Islamabad. 

The President PRU said
that the Pakistan Rugby
Union is working hard on
Under-19, Under-18 and
Women. Arif Saeed said
that the Pakistan Rugby
Union is among those fed-
erations that complete their
meetings and on-ground
activities. On this occa-
sion, a briefing was also
given about the growing
popularity and events of
Pakistan Rugby in South
Punjab, KPK, Secretary
Salman Muzaffar gave a
complete briefing about
the sponsors and events of
the last year. The Secretary
said that in 2025, women
will have more representa-
tion and their events will
also be organized.

NEW YORK (AFP): Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander and
Isaiah Joe combined for 70
points as the Oklahoma
City Thunder bounced
back to winning ways with
a 126-101 drubbing of the
New York Knicks at
Madison Square Garden
on Friday.

Oklahoma City were left
licking their wounds after
their much-anticipated tus-
sle against the No.1 ranked
Cleveland Cavaliers on
Wednesday ended in a
chastening defeat.

But the Western
Conference leaders
showed no signs of a
hangover with a blowout
victory over the Knicks, in
what had been billed as a
potential NBA Finals pre-
view.

The Knicks were effec-
tively forced into damage
limitation mode after a
blistering start from
Oklahoma City saw the
visitors surge into a 31-17
lead after the first quarter.

The Thunder kept their
foot on the pedal in the
second, pouring in 39
points to take a mammoth
70-43 halftime lead that
the Knicks never looked
like catching.

Gi lgeous-Alexander
spearheaded another daz-
zling offensive perform-
ance from the Thunder,
finishing with 39 points
from 15-of-21 shooting
while Joe caught fire with
eight three-pointers off the
bench to deliver a 31-point
display.

Oklahoma City's win

saw them stretch their lead
to 31-6 at the top of the
Western Conference
standings, six games
ahead of the second-
placed Houston Rockets.

Celtics jolted
In other games Friday,

there was an upset in
Boston as the reigning
champion Celtics stum-
bled to a 114-97 loss to the
Sacramento Kings.

DeMar DeRozan scored
24 points to lead the scor-
ing but the plaudits went
to center Domantas
Sabonis, who finished
with 23 points and a
whopping 28 rebounds.

Malik Monk added 22
points with Keegan
Murray adding 19.

Boston's problems
stemmed from a below-par
offensive performance
which saw them shoot at
40.5%, making only 11 of
41 three-point attempts.

"When you're having
inefficient offense, it puts
pressure on your defense,"

Celtics coach Joe
Mazzulla said. "And if
you're only going to shoot
28% from three, it means
you're going to have to do
a lot of other things really,
really, really well. We've
got to do better."

In Orlando, Giannis
Antetokounmpo spoiled
Paolo Banchero's return
from injury after a 34-
game absence with a 41-
point masterpiece to give
the Milwaukee Bucks a
109-106 win over the
Magic.

Greek star
Antetokounmpo also
weighed in with 14
rebounds, four assists,
three steals and two blocks
while Damian Lillard pro-
vided offensive support
with 29 points.

Magic star Banchero --
who has missed the last 34
games due to a torn
oblique muscle -- finished
with 34 points but it was
not enough to deny the
Bucks victory.

In Philadelphia, the
New Orleans Pelicans
shrugged off the absence
through suspension of
Zion Williamson to defeat
the 76ers 123-115.

Pelicans star
Williamson was reportedly
handed a one-game sus-
pension for the game after
arriving late for the team's
flight to Philadelphia on
Thursday.

Yet the Pelicans were
still too powerful for a
Sixers line-up missing star
Joel Embiid, with C.J.
McCollum leading the
scoring with a game-high
38 points.

Tyrese Maxey led the
Sixers scoring with 30
points while Paul George
finished on 25 points with
11 rebounds.

In Indianapolis, the
Indiana Pacers added to
the Golden State Warriors'
problems with a 108-96
victory.

In Denver, Nikola Jokic
returned for the Nuggets
after a two-game absence
due to illness and bagged a
triple-double in a 124-105
defeat of the Brooklyn
Nets.

Jokic finished with 35
points, 12 rebounds and 15
assists, while team-mate
Russell Westbrook also
grabbed a triple with 25
points, 11 rebounds and 10
assists.

Denver improved to 22-
15 with the win to move
into fourth place in the
Western Conference, nine
games back from leaders
Oklahoma.

NEW DELHI (AFP): Fast
bowler Mohammed Shami
on Saturday returned to
India's squad for the
upcoming T20 international
series against England after
more than a year's break
due to injury.

Shami, 34, last played
for India in the 50-over
World Cup final in
November 2023 and
recently participated in a
few domestic matches to
mark his return to compet-
itive cricket.

Shami, who underwent
heel surgery, was expected
to join India in Australia in
December but missed the 3-

1 Test series loss.
He is part of a 15-mem-

ber squad for the five T20
matches against England
starting January 22 in
Kolkata.

White-ball star
Suryakumar Yadav will
lead the team with spin
bowler Axar Patel as his
deputy.

Pace bowler Jasprit
Bumrah is missing with
doubts over his participa-
tion in the following three
ODI matches with the tour-
ing England team due to an
injury he suffered in the
final Australia Test.

India are yet to announce

the squad for the ODI
Champions Trophy starting
next month with the dead-
line to announce the provi-
sional squad for the tourna-
ment on Sunday.

India T20 squad to face
England: Suryakumar
Yadav (capt), Sanju
Samson (wk), Abhishek
Sharma, Tilak Varma,
Hardik Pandya, Rinku
Singh, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Axar Patel (vice-
capt), Harshit Rana,
Arshdeep Singh,
Mohammed Shami, Varun
Chakravarthy, Ravi
Bishnoi, Washington
Sundar, Dhruv Jurel (wk).

AUCKLAND (AFP): Sri
Lanka razed New Zealand's
top-order Saturday to com-
fortably win the third one-
day international in Auckland
by 140 runs and salvage a
lone victory in the series.

The home side's hopes of
chasing down Sri Lanka's
290-8 nosedived when they
crumbled to 21-5 at Eden
Park, before being dismissed
for 150 off 29.4 overs.

Sri Lanka rebounded
after suffering heavy
defeats in the first two
games to cede the three-
match series. It mirrored
the pattern of the preceding
T20 series, which New
Zealand also won 2-1.

Sri Lanka captain
Charith Asalanka was
pleased his side could show
what they are capable of.

"I think it's always great
to make comeback like this
but unfortunately, we lost
first two of both series," he
said. "But today, this was a
pleasure to watch."

The visitors were led by
some lethal seam bowling
from Asitha Fernando and
Eshan Malinga, who claimed
three wickets each, as did
spinner Maheesh Theekshana.

Fernando (3-26) was the
chief destroyer with the
new ball as New Zealand's
first five wickets tumbled
inside the first seven overs.

The victory margin
would have been greater,
were it not for Mark
Chapman's 81 off 81 balls,
the number three New
Zealand batsman the last out
when he was bowled by
Theekshana (3-35). No other
New Zealander reached 20,
with five of the top six dis-
missed for two runs or less.

Earlier, injured opener
Pathum Nissanka top-
scored for Sri Lanka with
66 off 42 balls. Nissanka,
was on 50 off 31 balls when
he retired hurt after suffer-
ing an apparent hip injury,
having got his team off to a
flying start at 66 without

loss in 10 overs.
He recovered and

returned in the 34th over to
add a further 16 runs, hit-
ting six fours and five sixes
in total. There were half-
centuries from Kusal
Mendis (54 off 48) and
Janith Liyanage (53 off 52)
in a vastly improved Sri
Lankan batting effort.

New Zealand seamer
Matt Henry continued a
fine series, claiming 4-55 to
lift him to 150 ODI wick-
ets, while captain Mitchell
Santner took 2-55 with his
spin. Santner said the target
of 291 was "about par" at
Eden Park but the game
was ripped away from them
by Sri Lanka's bowlers.

"Asitha got the ball
swinging, they took their
catches and made it chal-
lenging for us," Santner
said. "We'll take it on the
chin. A little disappointing,
probably not the way we
wanted to finish the series
after playing quite well."

LONDON (Agencies):
England captain Heather
Knight has called for the
International Cricket
Council to do more for the
Afghanistan women's team,
whom she feels have been
"forgotten".

Female participation in
sport in the country has
effectively been outlawed
since the Taliban's return to
power in 2021. More than
20 members of their
women's cricket team fled
to safety in Australia and
previously asked the ICC to
allow them to play as a
refugee team.

The issue has gained fur-
ther attention in recent
weeks as UK politicians
have written to the England
and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) calling for England's
men to refuse to play
against Afghanistan in the
Champions Trophy match
in Lahore, Pakistan, on 26
February.

Knight said the situation
is "complex" but she hopes

to meet some members of
the Afghanistan side during
the women's Ashes series in
Australia, as they are play-
ing in an exhibition match
against a Cricket Without
Borders XI on 30 January
in Melbourne.

"I think it's really good
that it's being talked about.
Obviously, the situation in
Afghanistan is heart-break-
ing," Knight told BBC
Sport before the opening
game of the Ashes on
Saturday (23:30 GMT).

"It's a complex issue but
I think as much as we can
publicise the fact that the
women's team are playing

out here, we should give
those girls a voice because
it's a remarkable story that
they're actually here. They
managed to get out of an
extremely dire situation.

"I think those girls have
been forgotten a lot. That is
my honest opinion, which
is a really sad thing. There
hasn't been a huge amount
of leadership when it comes
to Afghan women's cricket
team, so I'd love to see
them have as much media
as possible for that match."

The ECB has also called
on the ICC to act, as chief
executive Richard Gould
wrote to the global govern-
ing body to take action after
what he called "gender
apartheid". He also called
for Afghanistan's funding
to be withheld until
women's cricket is reinstat-
ed and support be given to
Afghan women's players.

Knight agreed that
change and support needed
to come from "the top of
the game".

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Under-19
Cricket League Season 1
organized in collaboration
with Insaf Sports & Cultural
and Markhor Builders com-
menced at Gymkhana
Ground Peshawar.

The league was official-
ly inaugurated by President
of the Peshawar District
Cricket Association Asghar
Ali, accompanied by
Secretary Hanif Shah,

organizers Zulfiqar,
Shakeel, Fakhr Alam, and
Haleem Khan, along with
other notable figures.

In the opening match
Students Cricket Club
defeated Hashnagar Cricket
Club by seven wickets.
Hashnagar batted first and
set a target of 162 runs in
the allotted overs with
Hamza scoring 90 and
Afzal contributing 23 runs.
In response, Students
Cricket Club achieved the
target with three wickets

down. Muhammad Noman
scored 86, while Zaid con-
tributed 29 runs.

This is the first time in
the province's history that
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Cricket League is being
held, featuring 40 teams
from across the province.
Notably, eight players from
Pakistan's Under-19 Cricket
Team are also participating
representing various teams.
All matches of the league
will be played at Gymkhana
Ground, Peshawar.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration ceremony Asghar
Ali President of the
Peshawar District Cricket
Association praised the
organization of such a sig-
nificant event at the
provincial level. He high-
lighted the immense talent
in the province, particular-
ly in cricket and empha-
sized the importance of
such activities in the mod-
ern era, terming them essen-
tial for youth development.

Imam makes comeback as
PCB announces test

squad against West Indies

Pakistan Rugby Union
AGM held

Shami returns to India
squad for England T20s

Shai sparks Thunder in Knicks
rout, Kings stun Celtics

Everton
appoint Moyes
as manager for

second time
LONDON (Agencies):
David Moyes said it is
"great to be back" after
being appointed Everton
manager for a second time.

The 61-year-old Scot has
signed a two-and-a-half-
year contract at Goodison
Park following the sacking
of Sean Dyche on
Thursday. Everton are 16th
in the Premier League - one
point clear of the relegation
zone - with only three wins
from 19 games this season.
"I enjoyed 11 wonderful
and successful years at
Everton and didn't hesitate
when I was offered the
opportunity to rejoin this
great club," said Moyes.

"Now we need Goodison
and all Evertonians to play
their part in getting behind the
players in this important sea-
son so we can move into our
fabulous new stadium as a
Premier League team."
Moyes managed Everton
from 2002 until 2013 before
spells in charge of Manchester
United, Real Sociedad,
Sunderland and West Ham
twice. He has been out of
work since leaving West
Ham, where he won the
Europa Conference League in
2023, at the end of last season.

From relegation fight to
Champions League - the
first Everton spell

Moyes spent 11 years at
Everton before leaving to
take charge of United as Sir
Alex Ferguson's successor in
the summer of 2013.
Following a four-year spell at
Preston, he joined Everton in
March 2002, with the Toffees
in danger of relegation.
Moyes won his first match
and went on to take charge of
more than 500 games.

Everton reached the FA
Cup final in 2009 and finished
in the top eight of the Premier
League nine times, including
fourth in 2004-05, which took
them into Champions League
qualifying. Moyes gave
Wayne Rooney his profes-
sional debut and signed sever-
al players who would become
Everton greats, including Tim
Cahill and Marouane Fellaini.

Ups and downs since
leaving Everton

Moyes was handpicked
by Sir Alex as his successor
at Old Trafford but failed to
see out the 2013-14 season.
He was sacked in April 2014
after 10 months in charge,
with United seventh in the
table and unable to qualify
for the Champions League.
Moyes had a year in La Liga
with Sociedad before return-
ing to English football with
Sunderland, who were rele-
gated from the Premier
League in 2016-17.

Sri Lanka bowlers
skittle NZ in 140-run

win in third ODI

Knight wants ICC to help
'forgotten' Afghanistan

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The First
Javed Alam Khanzada All
Pakistan National Junior
Boys Squash
Championship organized
by the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Squash
Association concluded at
the PAF Hashim Khan
Squash Complex in
Peshawar.

In the Under-11 final
PAF's Ahmad Ali Naz
defeated fellow PAF
player Anas Rafay with
scores of 12-10, 11-9,
and 11-9. Meanwhile in
the Under-17 final
Army's Noman Khan
clinched the title by
defeating PAF's Yahya
Asad Khan with scores of
11-4, 11-9, and 14-12.

Former world squash
champion and president of

the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Squash Association
Qamar Zaman graced the
closing ceremony as the
chief guest. Also present
at the event were Senior
Vice President Ehsanullah
Khan, Mohibullah Khan,
General Secretary
Mansoor Zaman, Squash
Finance Secretary Wazir

Muhammad, Associate
Secretary Sajjad Khalil,
Asian Champion Aamir
Atlas Khan, Chief
Organizer Munawar
Zaman, Senior Coach
Tahir Iqbal, and Waseem
Muhammad.

Players from across the
country participated in the
championship.

All Pakistan junior
squash c’ship concludes

KP under-19 cricket League
kicks off in Peshawar
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MSO 

commemorate
24th anniversary
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Muslim Students
Organization (MSO) on
Saturday marked its 24th
founding anniversary
with a seminar titled
“Hayya ‘Ala Al-Quran”
(Come to the Quran) at
the National Press Club.
The event attracted a sig-
nificant number of stu-
dents from universities,
colleges, and madrasas,
alongside political, reli-
gious, and student organ-
ization leaders, said a
press release. Arsalan
Kiyani, Central President
of MSO and the chief
guest of the seminar,
underscored the impor-
tance of understanding
and adhering to the
Quran’s teachings. He
emphasized that the
Quran serves as a com-
prehensive guide for suc-
cess in both this world
and the hereafter. Citing
Hazrat Ayesha (RA), he
noted that the life of
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was a reflection
of Quranic principles.
Key speakers included
former Prime Minister
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi,
Dr. Maulana Tanveer
Ahmed Alvi (Naib
Muhtamim of Jamia
Muhammadia), Sher
Afzal Marwat of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf, and Abdul Rauf
Chaudhry, MSO’s
Central Nazim General
and they collectively
commended MSO for its
dedication to promoting
Islamic values and
expressed optimism
about its continued posi-
tive influence in the
country’s educational
institutions. The seminar
provided a platform for
meaningful discussions
on incorporating Quranic
teachings into daily life
and emphasized the criti-
cal role organizations
like MSO play in foster-
ing Islamic principles
and societal progress.

IRSA releases
31,500 cusecs

water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Saturday released 31,500
cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with
inflow of 38,400 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was
1476.19 feet and was
78.19 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was
recorded as 16,100
cusecs and 10,000 cusecs
respectively. The water
level in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1133.45 feet, which was
83.45 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,050 feet.
The inflow and outflow
of water was recorded
4,800 cusecs and 4,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 22,300,
12,500, 4,200 and 6,000
cusecs respectively.
Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 11,900
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 5,600
cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.

CTP hold 
workshop for

Rickshaw drivers
RAWALPINDI (APP):
City Traffic Police (CTP)
Rawalpindi here on
Saturday held an aware-
ness workshop for
Rickshaw and Bykea
drivers at traffic police
headquarters. Chief
Traffic Officer (CTO)
Beenish Fatima address-
ing the workshop said
that the aim of this road
safety awareness work-
shop is to prevent acci-
dents and ensure the safe-
ty of precious lives. The
drivers will also be made
aware of obtaining licens-
es to eliminate the culture
of recommendation and
also listen to the problems
of drivers and take steps
to provide solution. The
biggest reason for acci-
dents on the roads is lack
of awareness about traf-
fic rules, she said
adding, the carelessness
of drivers and non-com-
pliance with traffic rules
result in the loss of citi-
zens’ lives. The aim of
this training workshop
was to make Rawalpindi
city safer and prevent
accidents, she added.
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RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
eight operations across the
country recovered 19.876
kg drugs worth over Rs 9.6
million and arrested 12
suspects including four
women, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
on Saturday.

He informed that two sus-
pects including a woman
going to Riyadh were arrest-
ed at Islamabad International
Airport. 75 heroin-filled cap-
sules were recovered from
their stomachs.

6 kg hashish was recov-
ered from the possession of

a suspect arrested near a
bridge on IJP Road
Islamabad.

In third operation, 3.5 kg
heroin was recovered from
the possession of three sus-
pects rounded up near F-
Block, Johar Town, Lahore.

2.670 kg hashish was
recovered from a vehicle
intercepted near Bella Road
in G-10 Islamabad and 2 sus-
pects were arrested during
the operation.

2.5 kg opium was recov-
ered from a woman netted
near a hotel in Hyderabad.

2 kg ice was recovered
from the possession of a
woman held near Al-Asif

Bus Terminal on Airport
Road Quetta.

The spokesman informed
that 1.280 kg hashish was
recovered from two parcels
sent to Lahore and Karachi
through a courier office in
Peshawar.

In eighth operation, 1.3 kg
ice hidden in a vehicle near
Kakpul Stop Expressway
Islamabad was recovered
and two accused including a
woman were arrested.

Separate cases have been
registered against the arrest-
ed accused under the
Narcotics Control Act and
further investigations are
under process.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Religious
Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony, Chaudhary
Salik Hussain on Saturday
met with a high-level dele-
gation led by Egypt’s
Grand Mufti Dr. Nazir
Muhammad Ayyad.

During the meeting,
various proposals were
discussed regarding the
rising trend of religious
intolerance in the world,
eradication of terrorism,
sectarianism, establish-
ment of peace, and promo-
tion of interfaith harmony.

Chaudhary Salik
Hussain stated that
Pakistan and Egypt are
bound by historical, reli-
gious, and cultural ties that
encompass many dimen-
sions, and it is essential to
introduce our new genera-
tion to our historical her-
itage. In light of the chal-
lenges and circumstances
that Muslim countries are
currently facing, he said
there is a need to promote

religious harmony, toler-
ance, and unity. He said
there is an urgent need for
dialogue between religions
and cultures to establish
peace in the world. He
said an attitude of toler-
ance and respect is an
essential component of
Islamic teachings.

Chaudhary Salik
Hussain said Pakistan and
Egypt should work togeth-
er to promote religious
harmony, peace, and toler-
ance in the world through
interfaith and intercultural
dialogue. The meeting also
agreed to further enhance
the economic, trade, and
cultural relations between
Pakistan and Egypt.

Egypt’s Grand Mufti
Dr. Nazir Ayad remarked
that in view of the growing
menace of terrorism glob-
ally, there is a need to
develop a joint action plan
to counter it.

He suggested that
Pakistan should send its
scholars to Egypt to bene-

fit from the experiences
and teachings of one of the
oldest educational institu-
tions in the world.

Additionally, a decision
was made to establish a
campus of Al-Azhar
University in Pakistan to
promote contemporary
teachings during the meet-
ing.

Chaudhary Salik
Hussain welcomed the
decision to open a campus
of Al-Azhar in Pakistan
and assured full coopera-
tion in this regard.

The meeting also con-
cluded with an agreement
to increase cooperation
between Pakistan and
Egypt in order to eliminate
extremism and promote
interfaith harmony. The
meeting was attended by
Egypt’s Ambassador Dr.
Ihab Abdelhamid Hassan,
Secretary of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs
Zulfiqar Haider, and
Additional Secretary Dr.
Atta-ur-Rehman.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal on Saturday
expressed the federal gov-
ernment's strong commit-
ment to making the country
free of Hepatitis-C within
the next three to four years,
describing it as a noble
cause and national mission.

"Can a country like
Pakistan, which devel-
oped its nuclear program
indigenously despite the
opposition of the entire
world, not rid itself of
Hepatitis-C in collabora-
tion with world?
[Definitely], it is achiev-
able with a focused
approach and strong belief
in this noble cause," he
said while addressing an
event titled “Vision for a
Hepatitis-Free Future:
Current Challenges and
Future Roadmap.”

The minister said the

federal government had
launched the Hepatitis-
free program with an allo-
cation of Rs 67 billion,
with 51 percent of the
funding provided by the
center and 49 percent by
the provinces.

Under the initiative, he
explained, 50 percent of
the country’s population
would be screened, and
those who tested positive
would receive treatment.
“Our goal is to make
Pakistan free of Hepatitis-
C within the next three to
four years,” he added.

Ahsan cited examples
of Egypt and Rwanda,
which successfully exe-
cuted similar programs,
saying, "If these countries
could succeed, why can't
Pakistan?"

He emphasized that
eliminating Hepatitis
would enhance Pakistan’s
national capabilities, as it
was strongly linked to

poverty alleviation, secur-
ing jobs abroad, and
boosting productivity,
even for individuals stay-
ing in the country.

The minister urged
provinces to empower dis-
tricts to improve the effi-
ciency of the health, educa-
tion and population control
sectors in order to ensure
effective service delivery.

“After the devolution
of power, each province in
Pakistan is center-heavy.
Unless service delivery
systems and provincial
powers are delegated to
the district level, we can-
not achieve the agility
necessary to effectively
tackle the challenges we
face,” he observed.

He described the reor-
ganization of social sec-
tors within provinces as
one of the biggest chal-
lenges for improving serv-
ice delivery at the grass-
roots level.

Ahsan expresses resolve
to make Pakistan free of

Hepatitis-C in three years

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of China to Pakistan, Jiang Zaidong visiting stalls during an event regarding
Chinese New Year. ––APP Photo

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith
Harmony Chaudhary Salik Hussain presenting a souvenir to Dr. Nazir
Mohamed Ayyad, Grand Mufti of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

ANF recovers over 19 kg
drugs in eight operations

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Adovocate Usman
Warraich, on Saturday
urged to establish an inde-
pendent inquiry commis-
sion to probe the matter in
online trapping cases.

He expressed the view
along with lawyers Rana
Abdul Hameed, Imaan
Mazari, and parents of the
affected children in
National Press Club (NPC),
the press release said.

He emphasized that this
commission should also
consider the reports of

National Commission of
Human Right (NCHR) and
Special Branch.

He demanded that all
proceedings in these cases
be halted and innocent
children be released until
the commission completed
its findings. He also urged
forensic analysis of the
mobile phones of both vic-
tims and complainants.

While quoting the spe-
cial Branch report, he
claimed that more than
450 young Muslims have
fallen victim to these fab-

ricated cases, with more
than 150 imprisoned in
Adiala Jail, over 170 in
Lahore's Camp Office and
Kot Lakhpat Jail, and 55
in Karachi Central Jail.

These groups also pres-
surizing the family mem-
bers of the innocent people,
he said. The activities of
this group extended beyond
Islamabad, said Warraich.

He also appealed the
government to take imme-
diate actions against those
involved in online trap-
ping.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Faisal
Karim Kundi said on
Saturday that the provin-
cial government has failed
to maintain law and order
in the region.

Talking to a private
news channel, he said that
security situation in KP
was deteriorating and the
law and order situation is

far from satisfactory in the
province.

He further stated that
the province was being
driven towards instability,
with worsening conditions
impacting even the
tourism sector. 

"When tourists are not
allowed to visit, it clearly
signals that the situation is
dire," he said.

He said that the public

sector institutions in KP
were in the dire state, not-
ing that 34 universities in
the province currently
working without vice-
chancellors. 

Answering a question
regarding the PTI’s
demands for dialogue, he
said that "The founder of
PTI will not be freed
through protests, rallies, or
black-mailing."

Advocate demands 
independent commission

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with British High
Commissioner Jane Marriott. ––APP Photo

KP's security crisis
deepens, tourism

sector suffers: Kundi

ICT Police
seize massive
cache of arms
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police successfully
thwarted a smuggling oper-
ation on Saturday, seizing a
large consignment of
weapons, ammunition and
narcotics, there by averting
a major security threat to
the federal capital.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Operations
and Investigation Arsalan
Shahzeb, speaking to
media representatives at
Tarnol Police Station,
detailed the operation. The
police intercepted a suspi-
cious vehicle attempting to
transport a significant
quantity of weapons and
drugs from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to Islamabad.

“The seized items
include 168 Glock pistols,
69 Beretta pistols, 19 thir-
ty-bore pistols, 15 Makarov
pistols, one 32-bore pistol,
four MP-5 carbines, 10
twelve-bore shotguns, two
double-barrel shotguns,
and three 44-bore rifles,”
SSP Shahzeb said. SSP
added that over 23,540
rounds of ammunition,
including 12,500 rounds of
30-bore, 4,040 rounds of
44-bore, 4,000 rounds of 9
mm, 2,900 rounds of 308
and 100 rounds of 7 mm,
were recovered. An official
told APP that the weapons,
narcotics were also confis-
cated, including 150 grams
of ice and 4.450 kilograms
of heroin powder.

The arrested suspect,
identified as Raza
Muhammad, is a habitual
offender with a criminal his-
tory involving eight cases
registered across various
districts of Punjab. A case
has been registered at Tarnol
Police Station, and further
investigations are underway
to dismantle the network
behind the smuggling
attempt and identify any
accomplices. Recognizing
the team's efforts, DIG
Syed Ali Raza announced
commendation certificates
for the officers involved. He
emphasized that the ICT
Police remain steadfast in
ensuring the federal capital's
peace and security.

“The protection of citi-
zens' lives and property is
our top priority. Miscreants
will not be allowed to dis-
turb the peace of
Islamabad,” he stated.
Surveillance through Safe
City Islamabad’s modern
cameras and checkpoints at
city entrances and exits
continues around the clock
to safeguard the capital.

ISLAMABAD (APP):Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi chaired a series of high-
level meetings on Friday at the Central Police Office
(CPO) late at night, attended by senior officers includ-
ing DIG Syed Ali Raza, DIG Headquarters Muhammad
Jawad Tariq and DG Safe City Shakir Hussain Dawar. 

A police spokesperson told APP that during these
meetings, the IGP Rizvi reviewed the performance of
all divisions and the progress reports of their depart-
ments. Rizvi issued orders to the officers to make
Islamabad crime-free in 2025, ensuring the full protec-
tion of its citizens. IG emphasized that officers should
effectively use modern technology to safeguard the
public and eliminate criminal elements in accordance
with contemporary requirements.

IGP Rizvi also set new targets to enhance the per-
formance of the Dolphin Squad. IG urged officers to
further improve the squad's effectiveness by ensuring
efficient patrolling and a prompt response to emergency
calls across Islamabad. Additionally, he assigned
important tasks to the officers, providing them with
specific time frames.

Furthermore, the IGP Rizvi reviewed the perform-
ance of the Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) and
the Anti-Riot Unit (ARU). IG issued orders to align the
CTD and ARU with modern technology and counter-
terrorism strategies, aimed at maintaining law and
order. IG Rizvi stressed that all officers should perform
their duties diligently to ensure the protection of public
life and property while maintaining peace throughout
the city. The protection of citizens' lives and property is
the top priority of Islamabad Police, he added.

IGP Rizvi also assessed the performance of the
Capital Police College (CPC) Islamabad and issued
orders to SP Tahir Khan to include IT and modern
technology training courses as part of various police
training programs, along with a focus on the moral
training of officers.

RDA reviews
compliance of
private housing

schemes 
with rules

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi Development
Authority (RDA) on the
directives of the Director
General (DG), Kinza
Murtaza, here on Saturday
held a meeting to review
compliance of private hous-
ing schemes with applica-
ble rules and regulations.

Additional Director
General (ADG) RDA,
Awais Manzoor Tarar
chaired the meeting with the
primary focus to ensure that
housing schemes adhere to
the Private Housing Scheme
(PHS) Rules and approved
Layout Plans (LOPs). The
meeting also reviewed the
deposit of applicable fees,
levies and fines, as well as
the completion of mandato-
ry plot mortgages and the
transfer of amenity plots in
favor of the RDA.

The ADG emphasized
the importance of regulato-
ry compliance and the time-
ly payment of all the dues,
reiterating RDA’s commit-
ment to maintaining trans-
parency and upholding
legal and environmental
standards. RDA officers
including representatives
from Engineering, Estate
Management, Planning, and
Building Control depart-
ments attended the meeting. 

IGP reviews 
performance, sets

goals for 
crime-free 2025

Pakistan, Egypt
agree to strengthen

bilateral ties



Skirmishes delay aid delivery
KABUL (Amu TV): WFP has postponed
food distribution in Barmal and Giyan dis-
tricts of Paktika due to border skirmishes.
The clashes, which have also impacted
Paktya and Khost, have prompted the WFP
to monitor the situation closely for potential
internal displacement. The delays come
amid Afghanistan’s deepening humanitarian
crisis, with the UN estimating that nearly 23
million people, including over 12 million
children, will require aid in 2025.

Meeting addresses issues
KABUL (BNA): This morning, the
Administrative Commission of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan convened under the
chairmanship of Mawlavi Abdul Salam
Hanafi, Deputy Prime Minister. The meeting
witness active participation from all com-
mission members as they reviewed the
progress and performance of various com-
mittees. According to a press release, com-
mittee representatives provided detailed
reports on their assigned tasks.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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KABUL (BNA): Mawlavi
Abdul Kabir, the Deputy
Prime Minister for Political
Affairs, met with a high-
level delegation from Che-
chnya at the Sepadar Palace.

The delegation, which
included Amrov Jambulatt,
the head of the Chechen
Academy of Sciences, and
the deputy head of the
Council of Nationalities of
Russia, arrived in

Afghanistan on behalf of
the Chechen president and
the Russian Federation.

During the meeting,
Jambulatt expressed his sat-
isfaction with the visit and
highlighted the importance
of strengthening relations
between Afghanistan and
Russia in scientific, reli-
gious, cultural, and eco-
nomic fields. He empha-
sized his commitment to

fostering positive ties
between the two countries.

Mawlavi Abdul Kabir
welcomed the delegation
and acknowledged the
commonalities Islamic
countries share with
Afghanistan in religious,
cultural, and social aspects.
He expressed hope for the
development of these com-
monalities through mutual
cooperation.

Deputy PM Mawlavi
Kabir noted Russia’s
expertise in infrastructure
development and conveyed
hopes that it could play a
significant role in
Afghanistan’s reconstruc-
tion efforts. 

He also stated that the
Islamic Emirate views its
national interests as intrin-
sically linked to regional
security and stability.

BAMYAM (BNA): In a
recent meeting between
Mawlavi Abdullah Sarhadi,
the governor of Bamyan,
and Michael Le Pie, the
head of Médecins Sans Fro-
ntières (MSF), the organi-
zation reaffirmed its com-
mitment to providing free
health services in the pro-
vince throughout this year.

During the meeting, the
Director General of MSF in
Afghanistan highlighted
the organization’s ongoing
health activities in Bamyan,

emphasizing the impor-
tance of coordinating
efforts with local govern-
ment leadership. He stated,
“We are dedicated to ensur-
ing that all health services
are delivered effectively
and in consultation with
local authorities.”

In a significant develop-
ment, MSF is set to donate
two ambulances, fully equi-
pped with medical supplies,
to the Bamyan Provincial
Hospital later this month.
This initiative comes as a

response to the hospital’s
needs and aims to enhance
patient care in the region.

Governor Sarhadi expre-
ssed his appreciation for
MSF’s impactful health
services, particularly prais-
ing the upcoming ambu-
lance donation. He urged the
organization to extend its
focus on health initiatives in
both central and underserved
areas of Bamyan, noting that
remote districts have been
significantly affected and
require more attention.

KABUL (Amu TV): At least
559 Afghan migrant families
returned to Afghanistan from
neighbor countries between
January 6 and January 11,
according to data reviewed
by Amu from figures
released by the Taliban.

During this period, 434
families returned from Iran,
with many forcibly deport-
ed or leaving voluntarily,
while 125 families were
deported neighbor coun-
tries. The figures reflect six
days of the week, as the

Taliban-run Bakhtar news
agency did not release data.

Of the returning fami-
lies, 67 entered Afghanistan
through the border cross-
ing, and 58 returned via
Spin Boldak. Meanwhile,
159 families crossed
through the Pul-e-
Abrisham border in Nimroz
Province, and 275 families
returned via the Islam Qala
border with Iran.

In the previous week,
from December 29 to
January 5, a total of 421

Afghan migrant families
were deported neighbor
countries, according to
Amu’s analysis. Iran
accounted for 304 deporta-
tions, while deported 117
families.

The rise in migrant
returns follows intensified
efforts by neighbor coun-
tries to detain, collect, and
deport Afghan migrants.
Over the past two weeks,
neighbor countries’ police
have detained hundreds of
Afghan migrants, including

women and children,
deporting them through
border crossings with
Afghanistan.

Reports indicate that
some deported migrants
had valid residency docu-
ments but were detained
and sent back regardless.

Iran has similarly esca-
lated its detention and dep-
ortation of Afghan migr-
ants, with officials reiterat-
ing that undocumented mi-
grants will not be allowed
to stay in the country.

KABUL (Ariana News):
Afghanistan’s passport has
been ranked the least pow-
erful in the world, securing
the 106th spot on the latest
Henley Passport Index.

This ranking highlights
the severe travel restric-
tions faced by Afghan citi-
zens, who can only access
26 countries without a visa.

The Henley Passport
Index, a leading global
ranking system for pass-
ports, evaluates countries
based on the number of
destinations their passport
holders can visit visa-free.

Afghanistan’s position at
the bottom underscores the
challenges in global mobil-
ity for its citizens, who face
significant barriers in travel
compared to those from
other nations.

At the opposite end of
the spectrum, Singapore
boasts the world’s most
powerful passport, offering
its citizens access to 194
countries and territories
without a visa. 

Japan and Finland fol-
low closely in second and
third place, respectively,
with similarly high levels

of travel freedom.
The Henley Passport

Index is compiled using
data from the International
Air Transport Association
(IATA), the world’s largest
travel information data-
base, complemented by
extensive research from
Henley and Partners. 

The report offers an
authoritative look into
global passport rankings,
providing insight into how
nationalities can navigate
the world without the added
complication of visa
requirements.

KABUL (Ariana News):
Calling Afghans as broth-
ers, Iranian President Mas-
oud Pezeshkian said that
Tehran will pursue the issue
of water rights with Afgha-
nistan through dialogue.

“Afghans are our broth-
ers, a Muslim is a brother to
a Muslim, not an enemy.
When the Messenger of
God conquered Makkah, all
the leaders of infidels sur-
rendered. The Messenger
of God said, all Muslims
are brothers, he did not say
that they had just converted
to Islam. If we are Muslims
and accept the Sunnah of

the Messenger and the
Book of God, we are all
brothers,” Pezeshkian said
during his visit to Sistan
and Baluchistan Province.

“Let’s help each other so
that both sides develop.
Everyone benefits and
everyone wins. If we cor-
rect our perspective, all
Muslims will achieve dig-
nity,” he added.

Speaking in an interview
with IRNA news agency,
Pezeshkian also said that
Iranian officials will dis-
cuss the issue of water
rights with the Islamic Emi-
rate so that “we can have

our share of water rights.”
Iranian officials have

repeatedly called on the
Islamic Emirate to ensure
the country’s water rights.

The Political Deputy
Prime Minister, Mawlawi
Abdul Kabir, in meeting
with Iran’s acting ambas-
sador to Kabul, recently
said the issue of water
rights between the two
countries has been res-
olved through mutual und-
erstanding and irresponsi-
ble statements on this mat-
ter could negatively affect
the relations between
Kabul and Tehran.

BALKH (BNA): The
Afghan Yasini Oil Refinery
has officially commenced
operations in Balkh, mark-
ing a significant milestone
in the region’s industrial
landscape. The refinery
was inaugurated with an
investment of $50 million,
aimed at bolstering
Afghanistan’s reconstruc-
tion and economic growth.

During the inauguration
ceremony, Balkh Governor
Mohammad Yousuf Wafa
emphasized the newfound

opportunities for invest-
ment within the country. He
stated, “The time of tyran-
ny and corruption is over,
and now one Emir, one
decree, and one unified sys-
tem governs the entire
country.” Governor Wafa
expressed appreciation to
local businessmen and
urged other industrialists to
return to Afghanistan and
invest in its future.

Suhrab Samadi, head of
the Afghan Yasini Oil
Refinery, revealed that the

plant was developed with
an initial investment of $15
million and occupies 50
jeribs of land. With a daily
refining capacity of 600
tons, the facility is expected
to process approximately
18,000 tons of oil monthly.
The refinery also provides
employment for over 100
individuals, contributing to
local job creation.

Qari Amir Mohammad
Muttaqi, head of industry
and commerce in Balkh,
commended the refinery’s

inauguration as a positive
step for the region. He
noted that investments are
being made across various
sectors in Balkh, leading to
a significant increase in the
country’s exports.

The opening of the Afg-
han Yasini Oil Refinery is
anticipated to play a crucial
role in Afghanistan’s econo-
mic recovery and develop-
ment, reinforcing the com-
mitment to enhance local
industries and create sustain-
able job opportunities.

NIMROZ (TOLOnews):
Local authorities in Nimroz
say that following the ban
on transactions in foreign
currencies, the use of the
Iranian toman in the
province has almost com-
pletely ceased.

According to the author-
ities, until a year ago, all
small and large transactions
in Nimroz were conducted
in Iranian tomans, and
many people in the
province were not familiar
with Afghan currency.

However, in recent
months, the Afghan curren-
cy has gradually gained
traction in the markets of
Zaranj, replacing the

Iranian toman.
“Transactions in foreign

currencies are completely
prohibited and no longer
take place. However, if any
transactions in foreign cur-
rencies occur, the relevant
authorities take serious
action. We hope this issue
will be completely resolved
soon,” said Habibullah Elh-
am, the head of Information
and Culture in Nimroz.

Some residents of
Nimroz have spoken about
the positive effects of this
change and believe that the
use of the Iranian toman in
the past caused economic
losses for them.

“This step by the Islamic

Emirate is very good.
Previously, we bought
goods in afghani but sold
them in tomans, and at the
end of the year, when we
calculated, we found our-
selves in debt. But now this
problem has been solved.”
Said Omid Qaderi, a shop-
keeper.

“When the toman was in
the market, its value con-
stantly fluctuated, and we
suffered losses. But now
that transactions are done in
afghanis, we no longer face
such losses,” said Moham-
mad Ismail, another shop-
keeper.

Currently, the use of
Iranian tomans is restricted

to currency exchange mar-
kets.

“The use of tomans in
markets is prohibited. Only
travelers coming from or
going to Iran use the toman.
We buy tomans from trav-
elers and sell them to oth-
ers,” said Ahmad, a money
exchanger in Zaranj.

Nimroz, which borders
Iran, conducted most of its
daily transactions in Iranian
tomans over the past two
decades.

Local authorities say that
due to the low value of the
toman and its constant fluc-
tuations, merchants and
residents of the province
suffered significant losses.

B A D A K H S H A N
(TOLOnews): Officials of
Badakhshan University
have announced that, based
on the directive of the leader
of the Islamic Emirate, the
establishment of a Faculty
of Medicine at the universi-
ty has been approved.

The president of Badak-
hshan University stated that
the estimated cost of the
teaching building and the
associated hospital is over
260 million afghani, and
construction is scheduled to
begin next year.

The goal of establishing
this faculty is to expand
standard higher education
in the field of medicine,
provide quality healthcare
services, and address the
health issues of the people
in Badakhshan.

“The Faculty of
Medicine will be estab-
lished with three depart-
ments. The estimated cost
for the teaching building is
68 million afghani, and the
cost for the associated hos-
pital is 200 million afghani.
Construction work on this
project will commence next
year,” said Nazar
Mohammad Niazi, the head
of Badakhshan University.

Some residents of the
northeastern zone see the
establishment of the
Faculty of Medicine as a

significant step toward
improving healthcare serv-
ices and addressing existing
challenges in the region.

“Badakhshan province
and other provinces in the
northeastern zone face a
shortage of qualified aca-
demic staff. This initiative
can address this shortage,”
said Abdul Baais Hakimi, a
resident of Badakhshan.

“The four provinces in
this zone were in serious
need of a Faculty of
Medicine. We are very
pleased with this initia-
tive,” said Ghulam Ali, a

resident of Takhar.
Meanwhile, several girls

in Badakhshan have
expressed their interest in
studying at this faculty and
have called on the Islamic
Emirate to reopen educa-
tional institutions for girls.

“With the establishment
of the Faculty of Medicine
at Badakhshan University,
we also wish to study in this
faculty. We ask the Islamic
Emirate to provide opportu-
nities for girls’ education,”
said Fawzia Frotan, a resi-
dent of Badakhshan.

“Our demand is that edu-

cational opportunities for
girls be provided within the
framework of Islamic
Sharia,” said Asiya Amani,
another resident of
Badakhshan.

The Faculty of Medicine
at Badakhshan University
was initially established in
1998 by a decree of then-
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani and operated until
2004; however, its activi-
ties were halted due to a
lack of qualified academic
staff and the absence of
standard hospitals for prac-
tical training.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Several Kabul residents
have criticized what they
describe as a lack of atten-
tion to urban culture and
cleanliness in the city.

They say that maintain-
ing the city’s cleanliness is
not solely the responsibility
of the municipality, but a
duty shared by all citizens.

With Kabul’s growing
population, some individu-
als show negligence in keep-
ing the city clean and adher-
ing to urban principles.

“Sometimes you see peo-
ple eating or drinking in
their cars and throwing their

trash onto the road. Others
leave their garbage on
streets and in parks,” said
Osman, a resident of Kabul.

“We must keep our city
clean, pay attention to it,
and cooperate with govern-
ment employees who work
to maintain its cleanliness,”
said Sayed Mahdi, another
resident of Kabul.

Kabul Municipality
states that it has several
programs in place to pro-
mote urban culture. The
institution has called on cit-
izens to cooperate in keep-
ing the city clean.

“Thankfully, Kabul

Municipality has various
programs to promote urban
culture. Certain improper
behaviors, such as throwing
trash on roads and side-
walks, are urban violations.
We ask citizens to cooper-
ate with the municipality
because the order and
cleanliness of the city result
from the responsibility of
all its citizens,” said
Nematullah Barakzai, a
representative of Kabul
Municipality.

Urban culture encompa-
sses a set of rules and prin-
ciples that contribute to the
order and beauty of a city.

Kabir
appointed
Minister

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Mawlawi Abdul Kabir has
been appointed acting
Minister of Refugees and
Repatriation. Zabihullah
Mujahid, the spokesperson
for the Islamic Emirate,
stated that this decision was
made based on a decree
issued by the leader of the
Islamic Emirate.

Regarding the matter,
Mujahid said: “The chan-
ges in the Deputy Premi-
ership and the appointment
of Mawlawi Abdul Kabir as
Acting Minister of
Refugees are routine meas-
ures aimed at improving
governance. This is not a
new development unfamil-
iar to the officials of the
Islamic Emirate.”

Jabar Akbari, a political
analyst, said: “Appointm-
ents and dismissals are nec-
essary in all systems. One
person leaves, and another
is appointed. However,
such changes should priori-
tize the national interests of
the people and uphold all
the values of the Afghan
nation.”

Although the leader of
the Islamic Emirate has
appointed Mawlawi Abdul
Kabir as the Acting
Minister of Refugees, it is
still unclear who will
assume the responsibility
of the Political Deputy
Premiership.

Over the past week,
Suhail Shaheen, the head of
the Islamic Emirate’s polit-
ical office in Doha, was
appointed acting Ambass-
ador of the Islamic Emirate
to Qatar. Additionally,
Mohammad Naeem, the
former acting ambassador,
has been appointed as the
Administrative Deputy of
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

Mawlawi Abdul Kabir is
originally from Paktika
province and was born in
the Tangai Zadran village
of Nahrin district in
Baghlan province. 

Two Afghans
executed
in Iran

KABUL (Khaama Press):
In response to international
calls to halt executions in
Iran, the human rights org-
anization Hengaw reported
the execution of five indi-
viduals, including two
Afghan citizens, at Ghezel
Hesar Prison in Karaj, Iran.

The organization, stated
that the executions were
carried out by Ghezel
Hesar authorities.

According to the report,
these individuals were con-
victed of premeditated
murder and sentenced to
death by the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The human rights organ-
ization identified one of the
executed Afghan citizens as
“Amanullah Tajik.”

This comes amid increa-
sing criticism from human
rights organizations regard-
ing the rising number of
executions in Iran, with
repeated calls to end this
practice.

Recently, Volker Türk,
the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights,
expressed deep concern
over the sharp rise in exe-
cutions in Iran and urged
the country to stop the
“wave of executions.”

According to UN statis-
tics, the number of execu-
tions in Iran increased to
901 in 2024, marking the
highest figure in 15 years.

Reports indicate that
most executions in Iran are
linked to crimes such as
drug trafficking, premedi-
tated murder, sexual
assault, and politically
related charges.

The “Death Penalty
Information Center” report-
ed that Iran topped the
global list with 882 docu-
mented executions in 2024.

The continued rise in
executions highlights the
urgent need for internation-
al advocacy and diplomatic
efforts to address human
rights concerns in Iran.
Governments and global
organizations must work
collectively to promote fair
trials and alternative
approaches to justice.

Fostering dialogue and
engagement with Iranian
authorities on human rights
issues, alongside consistent
international pressure, can
pave the way for systemic
reforms. This would ensure
a more humane and equi-
table justice system in the
country.
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BERLIN: A police officer clashes with an activist outside venue for far-right Alternative for Germany
(AfD) party congress in Riesa, Germany.

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s newly-elected
president, Joseph Aoun, will visit
Saudi Arabia following an invitation
from Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, according to
a statement posted on the Lebanese
presidency’s X account on Saturday.

Prince Mohammed has congratu-
lated Aoun, during a phone call, on
his election and conveyed to him the
congratulations of Saudi King
Salman. The Crown Prince also
expressed his sincere congratulations
and hopes for success to Aoun and the
people of Lebanon, with wishes for
further progress and prosperity.

Aoun told the crown prince that
“Saudi Arabia would be the first des-
tination in his visits abroad,” it said,
after the Saudi prince called to con-
gratulate him on taking office on
Thursday following a two-year
vacancy in the position. The state-
ment did not specify a date for the
visit. Aoun, 61, was elected as the
country’s 14th president by parlia-
mentarians during a second round of

voting on Thursday, breaking a 26-
month deadlock over the position.

In his speech after taking his oath
of office before parliament, he said
that the country was entering a new
phase. The Mediterranean country
has been without a president since the
term of Michel Aoun – not related –
ended in October 2022, with tensions
between the Iran-backed Hezbollah
movement and its opponents scupper-
ing a dozen previous votes. Joseph
Aoun, Lebanon’s army chief who was
elected president, is a political neo-
phyte whose position as head of one
of the country’s most respected insti-
tutions helped end a two-year dead-
lock. Widely seen as the preferred
pick of army backer the United
States, he is perceived as being best
placed to maintain a fragile ceasefire
and pull the country out of financial
collapse.

After being sworn in at parliament,
Aoun said “a new phase in Lebanon’s
history” was beginning. Analysts said
Aoun, who turns 61 on Friday and is

considered a man of “personal
integrity,” was the right candidate to
finally replace Michel Aoun — no
relation — whose term as president
ended in October 2022, without a
successor until now. A dozen previ-
ous attempts to choose a president
failed amid tensions between
Hezbollah and its opponents, who
have accused the Shiite group of
seeking to impose its preferred candi-
date.

Aoun has since 2017 headed the
army, an institution that serves as a
rare source of unity in a country
riven by sectarian and political
divides. He has navigated it
through a blistering financial crisis
that has drastically slashed the
salaries of its 80,000 soldiers, forc-
ing him to accept international aid.
Since late November, he oversaw
the gradual mobilization of the
armed forces in south Lebanon
after a ceasefire ended more than a
year of hostilities between Israel
and Hezbollah. — Arab News

Lebanon’s new president says to
visit S Arabia on first official trip

BERLIN: Thousands of protesters
shouting “No to Nazis” gathered in
the German town of Riesa, where the
far-right Alternative for Germany
(AfD) party held a key convention
approving co-leader Alice Weidel as
candidate for chancellor in next
month’s snap election.

The meeting, which brought 600-
odd delegates together on Saturday,
eventually got under way two hours
behind schedule after police cleared
thousands of protesters mounting
blockades in the AfD stronghold
town, located in the eastern state of
Saxony. Protest organisers, who said
12,000 people from around the coun-
try turned up for the demonstration,
said police hit groups of demonstra-
tors and used pepper spray to disperse
them.

Maria Schmidt, spokeswoman for
the protest organisers, said: “Today
we are protecting the right of people
to live in safety without the fear of
deportation or being attacked. “We
are all making it clear: Riesa is not a
peaceful place for fascism,” she said.

Police claimed about 8,000
demonstrators had assembled outside
the town’s convention centre. By late

morning, a spokesman said there was
“no serious unrest” but that one road
on the way to Riesa remained
blocked by protesters. As the con-
gress got under way inside the con-
vention centre, Weidel congratulated
her party colleagues for “defying the
left-wing mob” while party co-leader
Tino Chrupalla accused the demon-
strators of acting like “anti-democrats
and terrorists”. Analysts say that
Weidel – who was this week endorsed
by tech billionaire Elon Musk in a
livestreamed chat on X – has no real-
istic chance of becoming Germany’s
leader in the February 23 election.

While polls show the far-right
party in second place, attracting the
support of about 20 percent of the
electorate, other parties have refused
to work with it. The two-day AfD
meeting will see delegates finalising
the party’s election programme, with
one proposed amendment committing
the party to a policy of “remigration”
– meaning a wide-ranging campaign
to expel foreigners from Germany.
Controversy has also been stirred by
the party leadership’s plans to replace
its Junge Alternative (“Young
Alternative”) youth wing, which has

been classified as an extremist group
by intelligence services.

A draft version of the manifesto
also includes a pledge to leave the
euro and a reversal of Germany’s exit
from nuclear power. Friedrich Merz,
candidate for the mainstream conser-
vative opposition Union bloc that
leads polls with about 30 percent, is
currently favoured to become the
next chancellor. The Union is focus-
ing on boosting Germany’s stagnant
economy and reducing irregular
migration.

At a news conference in Hamburg,
Merz focused on bringing “funda-
mental change” after the unpopular
and fractious coalition of centre-left
Chancellor Olaf Scholz collapsed in
November. Scholz’s coalition gov-
ernment fell apart after he fired his
finance minister in a dispute over
how to revitalise the economy, lead-
ing to an early election. Scholz con-
ceded on Saturday that mistakes were
made, but said it was time to look to
the future. “Let’s fight,” he told dele-
gates at a party convention in Berlin,
which formally confirmed his nomi-
nation as its candidate in a show of
hands. — Aljazeera

Thousands gather
in Germany to protest
far-right AfD congress

F.P. Report

LAHORE: The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) has arrested a key suspect
involved in human smuggling, identified
as a mastermind, from Lahore’s Sham
Nagar area. 

As per details, the accused woman, who
is named in multiple cases, was allegedly
involved in trapping citizens and taking
millions of rupees by promising them
employment abroad. According to the FIA
spokesperson, the suspect would lure peo-
ple with false promises of employment
and then fleece them of their hard-earned
money. 

Earlier, the Federal Investigation
Agency Immigration conducted a major
operation and foiled a human smuggling
attempt at Islamabad Airport. The FIA
spokesperson claimed to have arrested 13
passengers bound to travel to Libya and
Italy under the guise of Umrah visas. 

The operation resulted in the arrest of
the facilitator, Asad Iqbal, and 13 passen-
gers who were attempting to leave for
Saudi Arabia on flight ER-807. The FIA
official upon found suspicion stopped the
individuals for routine check, leading to an
interrogation of the passengers.
Meanwhile, the authorities found evidence
from mobile phones which revealed con-
tacts with human trafficking agents, con-
firming that the group planned to travel
from Saudi Arabia to Libya and Italy ille-
gally. 

The arrested individuals included
Ehtesham, Adil, Shehryar, Ali Hamza,

Murad, and Suleman, among others. The
accused, hailing from Peshawar, Attock,
and Sialkot, were linked to a main agent,
Sameer Qayyum, based in Libya. They
had paid substantial amounts to various
agents for illegal travel from Libya to
Italy. All suspects were transferred to the
Anti-Human Trafficking Circle Islamabad
for further investigation and legal proceed-
ings.

Meanwhile, the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) has apprehended the indi-
vidual behind viral edited pictures of
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz.

According to FIA, the accused, iden-
tified as Bilal Malik, was arrested by the
FIA’s Cybercrime Wing in Lahore.
Malik allegedly launched a smear cam-
paign against Maryam Nawaz and the
UAE President on social media plat-
forms.

Earlier, the Federal Investigation
Agency’s (FIA) Cybercrime Wing
launched investigation into the edited pic-
tures of Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz on social media. As per details, the
inquiry was initiated against the culprits
following a request from the Punjab gov-
ernment. The edited pictures, which
appear to show Maryam Nawaz with the
President of the UAE, were widely shared
on social media platforms.

The FIA stated that action will be taken
against those responsible for uploading
and sharing the edited content. As part of
the investigation, the FIA’s Cybercrime
Wing will be conducting inquiries across
the country, including Lahore.

Human smuggling: 
FIA arrests key suspect

ZAB
Expressway
will reduce

pressure

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Sindh Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon stated that the
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
Expressway is not merely a
state-of-the-art road but a
roadmap for development.
This expressway serves as a
vital connection between
the urban hub of Karachi
and the M-9 Motorway.

In a statement, the Senior
Minister and Provincial
Minister for Information,
Transport, and Mass Transit
Sharjeel Inam Memon stat-
ed that the Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto Expressway will
ensure smooth and uninter-
rupted access to the high-
way. The Sindh govern-
ment’s state-of-the-art
expressway will benefit
businesses, passengers, and
industries alike.


