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First snowfall in S Waziristan
F.P. Report

WANA: The first winter rain and snow-
fall on the mountains have begun after a
prolonged dry spell, significantly increas-
ing the cold and creating a delightful
atmosphere in the region. According to
the health department officials of South
Waziristan, the recent rain is likely to
reduce cases of flu, cold, pneumonia, and
other viral diseases that had become com-
mon due to the extended drought.

Navy Ship seizes narcotics
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy Ship
(PNS) MOAWIN seized a large cache of
narcotics during a counter-narcotics oper-
ation in North Arabian Sea. The seized
narcotics are estimated to be worth
approximately USD 01-million in interna-
tional market. The cache was being trans-
ported via sea to international destina-
tions, says a statement released by the DG
Public Relations (Pakistan Navy).

@thefrontierpost First national English daily published from Peshawar, Islamabad, Lahore, Quetta, Karachi and Washington D.C

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairing a meeting of federal cabinet.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on
Information and Public
Relations, Barrister Dr. Saif
has clarified that the
demands of local govern-
ment representatives have
been approved and neces-
sary steps have already
been taken for their redres-
sal. Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali
Amin Gandapur has direct-
ed for undertaking of prag-
matic steps to resolve their
genuine concerns.

He elaborated that all
necessary amendments to
the relevant rules have been
approved by the Hon'ble
Chief Minister, and imple-
mentation orders have
already been issued. The
Finance Department has
released the arrears for hon-
orariums, and clear instruc-
tions have been sent to
assistant directors for utiliz-
ing funds from the previous
term for developmental

projects in Village and
Neighborhood Councils.

Barrister Dr. Saif further
noted that additional funds
for rent and honorariums
were recently provided by
the Finance Department.
Additionally, revenue gen-
erated from CRVS certifi-
cate fees is being deposited
into the official accounts of
the respective councils. The
government is also working
to establish Assistant
Director offices in all
tehsils in a phased manner
to strengthen local gover-
nance.

The Advisor expressed
disappointment over con-
tinued protests, terming
them unnecessary given
that the demands have
already been met. He point-
ed out that the government
had allocated a designated
area for peaceful demon-
strations, yet today protest-
ers attempted to breach the
Red Zone, a restricted area
housing critical institutions
such as the High Court,
Civil Secretariat, and mili-

tary installations.
Barrister Dr. Saif

emphasized that protests
within the Red Zone have
never been permitted and
described the attempt to
storm the area as both
regrettable and unaccept-
able. He stressed that no
coercive actions disguised
as protests will be tolerated.
He called on protesters to
adopt a peaceful approach
to express their views,
assuring them that the gov-
ernment's doors remain
open for dialogue and reso-
lution of legitimate con-
cerns.

KP govt okay demands of
LG representatives: Saif

Jalil Afridi

WASHINGTON: The US
State Department issued a
statement in response to
The Frontier Post’s inquiry
regarding recent cross-bor-
der tensions between
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

“We are aware of the
Afghanistan Defense
Ministry’s statement on
December 28 that Afghan

Taliban forces targeted sev-
eral points in Pakistan,” the
department said.

The State Department
emphasized the importance
of preventing terrorism
from originating within
Afghanistan. “We urge the
Taliban to ensure that
Afghan soil is not used to
support terrorist groups,
movement of terrorists, or
acts of terrorism,” it stated.

The department called for
restraint from both nations,
highlighting the benefits of
regional stability. “Pakistan
and Afghanistan have much
to gain from a peaceful and
stable region on their shared
borders, and both parties
should de-escalate ten-
sions,” the statement added.
The US government said it
is closely monitoring the
evolving situation.

US calls for restraint amid
Pak-Afghan border tensions
US State Department responds to query

from The Frontier Post

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Sindh Home
Minister Zia-ul-Hassan
Lanjar, addressing a impor-
tant press conference at the
Karachi Police Office
regarding the ongoing
protest sit-ins, stated that
the residents of Karachi are
well aware of the disrup-
tions caused by road block-
ades over the past week. 

He expressed deep sor-
row over the situation in
Parachinar and condemned
the atrocities there.
However, he emphasized
that the Sindh government
will not allow Karachi's
roads and highways to be
blocked, providing an
opportunity for disruptive
elements to achieve their
malicious objectives. He
noted that the road closures
and sit-ins have not only
affected ordinary citizens,
businesses, and flights but
have also caused difficul-
ties for patients trying to
reach hospitals.

The Home Minister stat-
ed that the Sindh govern-
ment strongly condemned
the atrocities in Parachinar
and urged the KP govern-
ment to resolve the issue
through measures promot-
ing inter-sectarian harmo-
ny, while also demanding
improved conditions there.

He clarified that the inci-
dent in Parachinar does not
justify blocking the roads
of a peaceful city. The
Sindh government had
offered the protesters an
alternative venue for their
demonstration, but regret-
tably, this offer was reject-
ed. He asserted that the
government will not allow
any provocation or chal-
lenge to the rule of law.

The minister mentioned
that a delegation compris-
ing provincial ministers and
the Mayor of Karachi have
been in constant communi-
cation with the protesters
and their representatives,

holding scheduled meet-
ings. However, no signifi-
cant progress has been
made so far regarding
resuming traffic flow or
ending the protest.

He further stated that the
Sindh government is in
contact with the protesters,
including youth and other
elders involved, and is
working tirelessly to
uphold the rule of law. An
impartial investigation is
also underway to determine
who is responsible for
injuring police personnel
through gunfire and their

affiliations. He reported
that during the protests,
nine police personnel,
including an officer, have
been injured while ensuring
the safety and security of
citizens.

The Home Minister
appealed to the protesters
to consider the situation
carefully and end their
protest while supporting
the police in maintaining
the rule of law. He assured
them that the government
understands their pain and
stands with them in this
difficult time.

Sindh govt warns protesters
to open roads or face action

Saqib Mushtaq

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday expressed the hope that
due to untiring efforts of the econom-
ic team, the government would
achieve the economic targets in next
six months. 

Speaking at the cabinet meeting,
the prime minister noted that during
first five months of current fiscal
year, the remittances posted record
$15 billion that he hoped would
expand to $35 billion by the end of
the fiscal year. He said that the gov-
ernment managed to achieve the
macro economic stability despite the
fact that the opponents made no stone
unturned to sabotage the efforts of the
government. 

Wishing the participants of the
meeting happy new year, the prime
minister said that the sun of 2025 will
rise with the promise of progress and
prosperity for Pakistan. He prayed
that the economic, political and law
and order crises that the world faced
in 2024 would be overcome by posi-
tive progress in the new year. 

He said the ambitious homegrown
five-year plan titled "Uraan Pakistan"
that was launched yesterday would
prove to be a milestone for the coun-
try's future provided "we remain on
track and work hard to achieve the
goals set in the plan". He specifically
appreciated the efforts of Planning
Minister Ahsan Iqbal, Finance
Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb and
other cabinet members along with the
relevant government officials. 

He said having achieved economic
stability, the country had now entered
the growth stage. "If we want to
achieve the economic development,
then we will have to focus on export-
led growth and we have no other
option. 

The prime minister also appreciate
the efforts of Deputy PM Ishaq Dar,

Governor State Bank of Pakistan,
Finance Minister and Chairman FBR
for collecting additional Rs 72 billion
under ADR (advance-to-tax ratio)
due to which the government's target
of tax revenue for December 2024
had almost been achieved. 

Similarly, he said due to funding
by the Bill Gates Foundation of $6
million, the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) would become com-
pletely digitized. The early results of
this project were that the the 39%
time duration of container inspection
had been reduced while the business-
men got relief of 89%. 

Additionally, he said smuggling of
sugar through Afghanistan had been
reduced to zero which was a positive
sign for the country's economy. He
gave the credit of reducing the smug-
gling to Minister for Industries and
Production Rana Tanvir Hussain, the
institutions and the Army Chief. 

He said during first nine months of
the government, no scandal surfaced
which reflected the government's

commitment to ensure transparency
in all sectors. As regards, terrorism in
the country, the prime minister vowed
that the law enforcing agencies were
fully committed to halt the nefarious
designs of the enemies.

Meanwhile, a meeting of the feder-
al cabinet chaired by Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif termed
Pakistan's two-year term as a non-
permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) as
a significant achievement on the
diplomatic front.

Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq
Dar earlier, briefed the cabinet about
Pakistan's term at the UNSC which
began today. The meeting was held at
the Prime Minister's House, accord-
ing to PM Office Media Wing.
During the meeting, the prime minis-
ter directed that the details of public
sector imports from Gwadar Port,
over the past three months, should be
presented in the next meeting of the
cabinet.

Premier hopeful of
achieving economic targets

Ikram Ullah Khalil

PESHAWAR, KOHAT: An agreement has
been reached on the Kurram dispute, as both
parties signed a peace accord during the
Kohat grand jirga. The jirga, held to address
the situation in Kurram district, successfully
concluded with mutual consensus on the
agreement.

Jirga member Malik Sawab Khan con-
firmed the signing, with 45 representatives
from each side endorsing the 14-point agree-
ment. He further stated that plans were being
made to open routes and establish peace.
Those who violate the agreement will be
handed over to the government, and efforts
will be made in collaboration with law-
enforcement agencies to ensure peace and
order, he added. 

On the other hand, the agreement stipu-
lates that compensation for damages will be
provided, and heavy weapons will be surren-
dered to the government. Adviser to the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister on
Information, Barrister Saif, confirmed the
signing of the peace agreement.

"Both parties have signed the peace agree-
ment. A few days ago, one party signed, and
today the other party has also signed," said
Barrister Saif. He added that both parties
agreed on the surrender of weapons. He con-
gratulated the people of Kurram on the sign-
ing of the peace agreement. 

"This peace agreement will usher in a new
era of peace and prosperity in Kurram," he
stated. He also mentioned that with the sign-
ing of the peace agreement, daily life would
soon be fully restored. Kurram has been iso-
lated from the rest of the country due to vio-
lent tribal clashes that erupted in November,
resulting in over 100 deaths. All roads in
Kurram, including the Parachinar-Peshawar
highway, have been closed since Nov 21, fol-
lowing an attack on a convoy in the Bagan
area, which killed at least 50 people. 

The attack sparked intense clashes, lead-
ing to numerous casualties on both sides. The
violence escalated when two individuals
were killed and decapitated after being
ambushed while heading toward Parachinar
in the Bagan area. The road closures have
fuelled protests, with a sit-in continuing at the
Parachinar Press Club and a separate protest
now in its ninth day in Karachi. 

On Tuesday, another protest took place in
Bagan, Kurram, against the destruction of
shops and homes, with protesters demanding
the reopening of roads and aid for those
affected. In Lahore, a protest is also ongoing
outside the Press Club, calling for justice for
the killings in Parachinar and the reopening
of roads in Kurram. 

The Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Ali Amin Khan Gandapur had stated that the
provincial government's efforts for a peaceful
resolution of the Kurram issue have yielded
fruitful resukts, and agreement has been
signed between the parties, marking a signif-
icant step toward a sustainable solution to the
issue in Kurram.

In his special statement issued on
Wednesday regarding the agreement on the
Kurram issue, the Chief Minister said, "I wel-
come this important development and con-
gratulate all stakeholders." He expressed
hope that this agreement would provide a
strong foundation for the lasting resolution of
the Kurram issue.

Ali Amin Gandapur thanked the local eld-
ers, parties involved, jirga members, cabinet
members, and concerned civil and military
authorities for their role in resolving the
Kurram issue peacefully. He remarked that it
is highly encouraging that an agreement has
been reached between the parties.

The Chief Minister said that the signing of
the agreement paved the way for reopening
Kurram's land route, adding that both the par-
ties, by signing the agreement, have played a
constructive role in establishing peace in the
region, which is commendable. He added
that this agreement is a clear message to ele-
ments spreading hatred between the parties
that the people of the region desire peace.

Ali Amin Gandapur urged the parties to
reject such elements spreading hatred and
foster unity among themselves. "Our efforts
and wish are for the speedy resolution of the
issues faced by the people of Kurram and the
restoration of normalcy in the region." said
the Chief Minister.

He emphasized that fighting and violence
are not solutions to any problem; Issues and
disputes are always resolved through dia-
logue; Violence only begets more violence,
which is neither in the interest of the parties
involved, the region, nor the government.

The Chief Minister stressed that all of us
belong to the same religion and peaceful
coexistence and tolerance are fundamental
teachings of our religion. He said that accord-
ing to Pashtun traditions, even the most com-
plex issues can be resolved through jirgas.

"Thanks to Allah, we are progressing
toward a sustainable solution through jirgas
and dialogue, I congratulate the people of
Kurram on this significant progress," said Ali
Amin Gandapur. He assured the people of
Kurram that their challenges are well under-
stood and that all possible measures will be
taken to alleviate them. "Where there is
peace, there will be development, and posi-
tive changes will come to the lives of the peo-
ple", he added.

Peace accord
signed to resolve
Kurram dispute
KP CM welcomes peace agreement

Police baton
charge LG

representatives
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Police here
Wednesday baton charged
Local Government repre-
sentatives who were
demanding for rights. The
police made lathi charge
and shelling against them
near Bacha Khan square
and dispersed them force-
fully.

Engr Amir Muqam in a
statement here strongly
condemned use of police
force against peaceful LG
representatives who were
demanding funds and oth-
ers rights from KP Govt. He
said it was against demo-
cratic values and termed the
attitude of KP Government
was highly deplorable.

The doubled standard of
PTI that trying to hide its
failure through use of force
against peaceful protestors
was stand exposed, he
added. Engr Amir Muqam
reiterated to raise voice for
local government represen-
tatives, demanding resolu-
tion of their problems.

Hindu pilgrims
from India to
arrive on 5th

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Hindu pilgrims
from India will arrive
Pakistan via Wagah Border
on January 5 to participate in
the birth anniversary celebra-
tions of Satguru Sant Swami
Shadaram, the founder of
historic Shadani Darbar
Hayat Pitafi in Mirpur
Mathelo, Sindh.

The pilgrims will be
warmly welcomed by
Additional Secretary Shrines,
Saifullah Khokhar, Deputy
Secretary Umer Javed Awan,
and member of the Pakistan
Hindu Mandir Management
Committee, Amit Shadani.

Pakistan, India
exchange 

lists of nuclear
installations

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
and India on Wednesday
exchanged the lists of their
respective nuclear installa-
tions and facilities. This
annual exchange was car-
ried out under the
Agreement on Prohibition
of Attacks against Nuclear
Installations and Facilities
between Pakistan and
India, a press statement
issued by the Foreign
Office Spokesperson said.

Signed on 31 December
1988, the agreement, inter
alia, provides that both
countries shall inform each
other of their nuclear instal-
lations and facilities,
falling within its definition,
on 1st January of each cal-
endar year.

The list of nuclear instal-
lations and facilities in
Pakistan was officially
handed over to a represen-
tative of the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad
at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Simultaneously,
the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs handed
over the list of India’s
nuclear installations and
facilities to a representative
of the Pakistan High
Commission in New Delhi.

As the Agreement on
Prohibition of Attacks
against Nuclear
Installations and Facilities
between Pakistan and India
entered into force on 27
January 1991, the two
countries have been
exchanging the lists since
1st January 1992, the state-
ment added.

Federal govt 
introduces 

pension reforms
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
government has ‘intro-
duced’ pension reforms for
retired employees, accord-
ing to a notification issued
by the finance ministry.
Under the new rules,
retired employees will not
be entitled to both a salary
and pension simultaneously
if they rejoin any organiza-
tion.

The reforms specify that
retirees will only receive a
pension, and if they resume
employment, they will for-
feit their pension for life. In
cases where the retired
employee’s spouse is still
working, they may contin-
ue receiving the pension
until the spouse’s retire-
ment. Furthermore, the
pension will be calculated
based on the average salary
of the last 24 months of
employment.

The new policy is expect-
ed to result in lower pension
payouts, as the annual
increase in pensions will
also be based on the average
salary. The reforms were
introduced following recom-
mendations from the Pay
and Pension Commission,
with the aim of controlling
the annual pension bill.

Govt, PTI 
bodies meeting

revised
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The sched-
ule for the meeting between
the government and opposi-
tion committees was revised
on Wednesday. According to
a spokesperson, the National
Assembly session, initially
scheduled for 11:30 am
Thursday, will now take
place at 3:30 pm.

The spokesperson further
clarified that the change in
timing was made following
requests from the committee
members. The session will be
chaired by NA Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq. It is to be recalled that
the PTI leader Asad Qaiser
on Tuesday revealed two
demands to be presented in a
meeting with the govern-
ment’s negotiation commit-
tee on Jan 2.

Speaking to media outside
the Peshawar High Court, he
said the PTI would demand
the release of all party prison-
ers, including Imran Khan,
and a judicial investigation
into the May 9 and Nov 26
incidents. The government
and major opposition party
PTI’s negotiation committees
are scheduled to meet again
on Jan 2, with National
Assembly Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq set to preside
over it.

PM expresses satisfaction over inflation
rate plummeting to 81-month low

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday
expressed satisfaction over inflation rate falling to 4.1% which is 81-month
low. He said in a statement issued from the Prime Minister's Office, macro-
economic stability was achieved but this was just the beginning.  PM
Shehbaz Sharif said it was a welcoming progress that inflation rate came to
4.1% in December 2024. He said the government had launched a project like
Uraan Pakistan-Pakistan's Takeoff that would put Pakistan among the lead-
ing countries of the world. "Government is pursuing a policy of economic
reforms. The current account has gained surplus after 24 years. Inflation has
come down from 38% to 4.1%, stock market has become the second-best
market in the world," the PM added. PM Shehbaz Sharif added that the pol-
icy rate has come down from 22% to 13% and with the hard work of the
government's economic and financial team, the economy was moving
towards stability. "We [the government] are aware of the people's difficul-
ties, and therefore worked day and night to solve the problems of the mass-
es. Insha Allah [God willing], the lives of the people will improve further,"
the PM said.

MWM links calling off
sit-ins to opening of roads

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Relief still eludes Karachiites as Majlis
Wahdat-e-Muslimeen (MWM) Chairman Allama Raja
Nasir Abbas on Wednesday announced that they would
only call off their protest after the roads leading to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's restive Kurram district are
opened for general traffic. His remarks came shortly
after the two warring tribes in Kurram have inked a 14-
point peace accord aimed at establishing peace in dis-
trict. Addressing a press conference in Islamabad,
Senator Abbas blasted the Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur-led provincial government — with whom the
MWM is still an ally — saying: “Closure of roads lead-
ing to Parachinar is the failure of the provincial govern-
ment.”

He held the KP CM responsible for the closure of
the roads leading to the violence-hit district. “KP
government has not cooperated [with us] so far,” he
admitted. Expressing his satisfaction over the Jirga-
brokered peace agreement, the senator said that the
tribal elders had fulfilled their responsibility. He
hoped that the peace accord would be implemented
in its true spirit.
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KARACHI (PPI) Sindh Governor
Kamran Khan Tessori extended
warm New Year greetings to the
nation and announced that in 2025,
500,000 youth will receive free
advanced IT courses. Additionally,
he pledged to double the scope of
the Governor Initiative to benefit
even more individuals.

According to a statement issued
from the Sindh Governor House today,
the New Year celebrations at Governor
House featured a mesmerizing
qawwali night that captivated atten-
dees. Mr Tessori expressed his delight
as a new world record was set for fire-
works, marking a grand celebration for

the entire nation. Addressing the gath-
ering via video link, he highlighted the
historic display of fireworks at the
Governor House, which lasted for over
40 minutes at midnight, leaving thou-
sands of spectators in awe.

Tessori called on citizens to commit
to working for the nation's develop-
ment in the New Year, vowing to make
2025 a year of prosperity and joy. He
assured that the focus would remain
on employment generation, provision
of clean drinking water, affordable
electricity, and cleanliness across the
province. Reflecting on the achieve-
ments of the past year, Tessori noted
that the doors of the Governor House

remained open to the public. He high-
lighted the distribution of 900,000
ration bags to deserving individuals
and ongoing free IT education for
50,000 youth. He further mentioned
initiatives that provided laptops,
motorcycles, dowry packages, Hajj,
and Umrah opportunities to the needy.

Senior Vice Chairman of Muttahida
Qaumi Movement Pakistan Dr Farooq
Sattar and Nasreen Jalil also addressed
the event, praising the initiatives and
vision of the Governor Sindh. The cel-
ebrations and commitments made by
Tessori set a hopeful tone for the year
ahead, promising progress and oppor-
tunities for the people of Sindh.

LAHORE (APP):
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Punjab Dr. Usman
Anwar ensured exemplary
initiatives for the police
force during the year 2024. 

In 2024, more than
5,000 departmental pro-
motions were given across
the province based on
merit and seniority.
Punjab Police
Spokesperson shared
details that, during 2024,
08 MOUs were signed
with educational institu-
tions and hospitals. 

An amount of Rs 281.9
million was spent on med-
ical financial assistance
for police employees and
their families. An amount
exceeding Rs. 781 million
was disbursed for educa-
tional scholarships for the
children of police employ-
ees. 

In 2024, 599 police sta-
tions across the province
were converted into
Special Initiative Police
Station Protocols, and the
process of constructing 39
Smart Police Stations
began in different districts
of the province. 

Punjab Police
spokesperson further said
that the approval for
establishing 19 new police
posts in the Kacha areas of
Rahim Yar Khan and
Rajanpur was obtained.
Similarly, the construction
of 30 border posts in Dera
Ghazi Khan, Layyah,
Mianwali, and Bhakkar
was initiated. 

The approval for Hard
Area Allowance for per-
sonnel performing duties
in the Kacha areas was
also granted. In the
Special Branch Punjab, an
Artificial Intelligence
Center was established,
and a paperless computer-
ized system was imple-
mented. 

Additionally, the estab-
lishment of a district office
for the Special Branch in
Murree was completed.
The construction of a hos-
tel for female personnel in
the Qurban Lines was initi-
ated. The approval for 30
plots from the Punjab
Government for shifting
rental police stations into
personal buildings was
also obtained. Over 2.6
million citizens were pro-
vided services at police
service centers across the
province. Over 19 million
driving licenses were
issued to citizens at
Driving License Centers.
More than 85,000 minority
citizens were provided
services at Meesaq
Centers. 

Over Rs. 2320 million
was spent on the welfare
of police officers and
employees, and more than
Rs. 2460 million was
approved as financial
assistance grants for offi-

cers and personnel who
died during service. 

Additionally, 170 plots
and Rs. 36.0 million were
provided to the families
of martyrs for the con-
struction of houses. Over
Rs. 80 million was spent
on the medical treatment
of 241 injured personnel
during duty.

5,000 promotions given across
province on merit: IGP

KARACHI (APP): Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab has said that the new
year will prove to be a year
of development and progress
for Karachi, and the long-
standing issues of the citi-
zens will be resolved this
year, setting the city on the
path of growth. 

He expressed these views
while addressing a cultural
program as the chief guest at
Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim, Clifton.
Parliamentary Leader of the
City Council Karamullah
Waqasi, Deputy

Parliamentary Leader Dil
Muhammad, and local lead-
ers of the Pakistan People's
Party were also present with
him. At the start of the new
year, a spectacular fireworks
display was held, delighting
the thousands of citizens pres-
ent at the event. He said that
several development projects
in Karachi are in the final
stages of completion, while
tenders for various projects
have already been issued, and
work on them will commence
by the end of this month.

The Mayor Karachi said

that the people want to see
Karachi thriving, a city of
lights, love, tolerance, music,
and joy, where people can
enjoy the happiness of life.
He emphasized that along
with prayers, we must make
efforts for the development
and construction of our city.
He pointed out that today's
program included people
from various ethnic back-
grounds, showcasing
Karachi as a bouquet of
flowers of every color and
race, which is the true identi-
ty of this city. 

KARACHI (PPI): Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah
chaired a high-level meeting
today to review the progress of
the Karachi Safe City project, a
key initiative aimed at improv-
ing urban security through
advanced surveillance systems.  

The meeting, held at the
Chief Minister’s House, was
attended by Home Minister
Zia-ul-Hasan Lanjar, Chief
Secretary Asif Haider Shah,
IG Police Ghulam Nabi
Memon, DG Sindh Safe Cities
Authority Asif Ijaz Sheikh,
and other senior officials.  

During the briefing, the DG
Safe Cities Authority outlined
the five-phase Karachi Safe
City project, with an estimated
cost of Rs34.95 billion. The ini-
tiative includes 12,000 high-res-

olution CCTV cameras being
installed across the city, cover-
ing 1,700 kilometers and 2,525
police sites. 

The chief minister said
that in Phase One, 1,300
cameras would be installed,
with an additional 1,044 new
units and upgrades for 256
existing cameras. The Sindh
Chief Minister said that 110
emergency response vehicles
should be arranged, empha-
sizing their importance in
boosting mobile surveillance.
“These vehicles will
strengthen CCTV coverage
and improve patrolling effi-
ciency,” he said.  

The meeting was informed
that the first Point of Presence
(PoP) site has been completed at
Boat Basin Police Station, while

work continues on 17 addition-
al sites at key police stations,
including Preedy, Saddar, and
Shahrah-e-Faisal. The Safe City
project is being integrated with
NADRA and the Excise
Department to enhance data
sharing. Meanwhile, prepara-
tions for the project headquar-
ters near the KPO on Shahrah-
e-Faisal are underway.  

The Chief Minister
directed the police to launch
a crackdown on vehicles
with fake or fancy number
plates starting in February,
adding that the initiative
would improve traffic man-
agement and law enforce-
ment.  In a significant devel-
opment, the Chief Minister
instructed officials to repli-
cate the Safe City project in

Hyderabad and Sukkur,
extending the initiative’s
benefits beyond Karachi.

New year will prove to be a
year of development: Mayor

2024 successful
year in Punjab's
history: Azma

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Information Minister Azma
Bokhari has declared 2024
as the most successful year
in the province's history. 

She highlighted that
Maryam Nawaz launched
over 77 public relief proj-
ects, with more than 50
already completed.
Importantly, all of these ini-
tiatives were funded using
Punjab's own resources,
she added. Bokhari empha-
sised that Punjab was lead-
ing in development, pros-
perity, and public welfare
compared to other
provinces of Pakistan.

Relief has been extended
to every segment of society,
including students, farmers,
women, and youth, without
any discrimination, she
said and added that for the
first time, relief packages
had also been introduced
for minorities in Punjab. 

The Information minister
criticised previous leaders,
stating that for four years,
Punjab's resources were
plundered by figures like
'Pinky', 'Googi', and the
Captain. She praised
Maryam Nawaz for
addressing these injustices
and improving the lives of
people. Today, the standard
of living in Punjab was now
far superior to that of other
provinces, contributing to
Maryam Nawaz's growing
popularity. She confidently
expressed that Punjab's
development journey would
continue on this trajectory
over the next five years.

LDA seals
another 111
properties

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Development Authority
(LDA) on Wednesday
sealed another 111 prop-
erties, in a crackdown on
illegal commercial build-
ings and defaulters of
commercial fees. On the
direction of LDA Director
General Tahir Farooq, the
LDA teams had been con-
ducting daily operations
with full force. In the lat-
est operation, the teams
sealed and demolished
111 properties in various
areas of the city.

The targeted locations
included Gulberg, Faisal
Town, Garden Town,
Sabzazar, Shah Jamal,
Gulshan Ravi, and
Samanabad. Specifically, 32
properties in Gulberg, Faisal
Town, and Garden Town
were sealed, while 45 proper-
ties in Shah Jamal, Gulshan
Ravi, and Samanabad, and
34 properties in Sabzazar
were also sealed.

LAHORE: A disable person on the way for selling the colorful balloons while shuttling on the road on
wheel chair to earn for livelihood in the City. ––APP Photo

Governor announces free 
IT courses for 500,000 youth

KARACHI (APP): The
Public Accounts Committee
of the Sindh Assembly,
Wednesday, directed to ini-
tiate measures for recovery
of Rs20 billion water
charges due on different
state owned entities and
seek assistance of federal
government in the regard. 

The Sindh Assembly
PAC, in a meeting presided
over by the Chairman Nisar
Ahmed Khuhro, reviewed
audit paras pertaining to
Karachi Water and
Sewerage Board, Ministry
of Local Government,  said
a statement issued here. 

The Sindh PAC directed
the Additional Chief
Secretary Local
Government and CEO

Water Board to communi-
cate to the relevant federal
government institutions
for the payment of dues to
federal institutions situat-
ed in the province. 

The PAC also sum-
moned the relevant offi-
cials of various federal
government institutions to
the PAC on January 21 in
the regard. 

The PAC Chairman
Nisar Khuhro said that the
Water Board owed Rs20
Billion outstanding arrears
of water charges to Pakistan
Steel Mills, Sui Southern
Gas, PSO, KPT, Pakistan
Railways, PIA, National
Shipping Corporation, Port
Qasim Authority, Marine
Fisheries, Cantonment

Boards, Karachi Shipyard,
Pakistan Machine Tool
Factory, Cotton Export
Corporation, and other
institutions. 

The some of the out-
standing amount dates
back to 2016 while only
the Pakistan Steel Mills
has to pay Rs10 billion
arrears of water charges,
he added. 

Nisar Khuhro has said
that Sindh has provided
water facilities to federal
institutions, but these fed-
eral institutions are not
paying dues.

He requested the federal
government to take notice
of the issue and initiate nec-
essary measures for pay-
ment of dues to KWSB.

PAC for steps to recover
Water Board's dues

F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR: Fatimid
Foundation's Administrator
Badar Hussain has extended
warm felicitations to the
newly elected President of
Peshawar Press Club, M.
Riaz, and his cabinet mem-
bers on their recent electoral
victory.
Badar Hussain expressed his
confidence that the newly
elected president and his cab-
inet will utilize their abilities

to improve the well-being of
the journalist community,
particularly, and the society
at large. They will also
strengthen the role of media
in shaping a healthy society.
He also expressed his grati-
tude to the journalist com-
munity of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for their coop-
eration, which has facilitated
Fatimid Foundation's
Peshawar Center in fulfilling
its professional responsibili-
ties.

Fatimid Foundation's
Administrator, while extend-
ing his best wishes to the
newly elected president and
his cabinet, stated that M.
Riaz's repeated election as
president is a testament to the
journalist community's
unwavering trust in him. It is
hoped that the newly elected
president and cabinet mem-
bers will once again live up
to the expectations of jour-
nalists and various segments
of society

Fatimid Foundation 
greets PPC new cabinet

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Gujranwala Zone claimed
on Wednesday to have
arrested four criminals
including a notorious human
trafficker for their alleged
involvement in Libya boat
tragedy. 

According to FIA

spokesperson, the suspects-
Imran Hussain aka Mani,
Muhammad Ijaz, Imran
Saqib and Rizwan Khadim,
involved in illegally sending
innocent citizens abroad
were arrested from various
parts of Gujranwala and
Gujrat.   

Imran Hussain aka Mani,

a key figure in the Libya boat
tragedy, had been listed
among the most wanted
human traffickers in the
FIA's Red Book.

He was a member of an
international human traffick-
ing syndicate, with six cases
registered against him at the
Composite Circle Gujrat.

FIA arrests four more
human traffickers

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
ministry of Interior, on
directives of Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi,
has announced the intro-
duction of a new B-Form
equipped with advanced
security features for chil-
dren aged 10 and above. 

This initiative aims to
enhance identity verifica-
tion and curb crimes such
as identity theft, human
trafficking, and illegal
passport acquisition.

The new B-Form will
now include mandatory
fingerprint impressions
and photographs of chil-
dren in the specified age
group. According to offi-
cials, the phased rollout of
these enhanced B-Forms
will commence on
January 15, 2025.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Minister Mohsin
Naqvi said, "These meas-
ures will prevent the mis-

use of children's identity
information and strength-
en our national identifica-
tion system. I commend
NADRA and the Passport
Department for their swift
action in implementing
these reforms."

In the first phase, chil-
dren between the ages of
10 and 18 will need to
visit NADRA centers,
accompanied by a parent
or legal guardian, to pro-
vide their fingerprints and
photographs. 

Guardians must also
present their
Computerized National
Identity Card (CNIC) and
the child’s computerized
birth certificate issued by
the Union Council or
Town Committee.

Once the process is
completed, NADRA will
issue a new B-Form featur-
ing the child’s photograph
and biometric details. The

updated document will be
a prerequisite for obtaining
a new passport for children
in this age group.

The Ministry of Interior
spokesperson confirmed
that the old B-Form, which
lacks biometric details,
will no longer be accepted
for children over 10 years
old. Additionally, further
reforms, such as integrat-
ing iris scans and enhanc-
ing services through the
Pak-ID Mobile App, are
planned for future phases.

This initiative is part of
a broader effort to inte-
grate NADRA's systems
with provincial civil regis-
tration databases and
ensure the issuance of
Digital IDs to all Pakistani
citizens. "These steps will
play a crucial role in
securing the identity of
our citizens and combating
crimes effectively," said
the spokesperson.

Naqvi launches 
biometric B-Forms for

Children over 10

Minister
inaugurates
revamped
dispensary

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Primary and
Secondary Healthcare,
Khawaja Imran Nazir,
inaugurated a newly
revamped urban dispensa-
ry on Bhogiwal Road on
Wednesday. Speaking on
the occasion, he
announced that the new
year would be marked with
a renewed commitment to
serving humanity. 

The minister lauded the
completion of the dispen-
sary's revamping within a
mere three months and
reiterated that, under the
vision of Chief Minister,
all urban dispensaries in
Punjab would be revamped
by the end of year.
Khawaja Imran Nazir
highlighted key develop-
ments in Punjab’s health-
care infrastructure, includ-
ing the near-completion of
a state-of-the-art cancer
hospital in Lahore, costing
Rs 82 billion. He also
mentioned the establish-
ment of a second Punjab
Institute of Cardiology
(PIC-2) at Jinnah Hospital,
Lahore, and a new cardiac
center in Sargodha. 

Additionally, new dialysis
machines are being provided
to healthcare facilities across
the province. The minister
provided an update on the
recruitment of healthcare pro-
fessionals, stating that 3,500
doctors were hired during the
previous tenure, while 1,500
have been recruited so far in
the current term. He revealed
that by December 31, nearly
600 health facilities had been
revamped, and 150 Basic
Health Units were being
upgraded into Maryam
Nawaz Health Clinics. He
assured that no doctor,
nurse, or staff member
would face unemployment,
as they would be relocated
to nearby facilities.

CM Murad conducts progress review
of Karachi Safe City Project
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F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR: Right to
Information (RTI) plays a
significant role in the pro-
tection of child rights
including the prevention of
child marriages. 
As it empowers communi-
ties by giving them access
to information regarding
the legal framework against
child marriages, and avail-
able support services. 
By using RTI citizens can
file requests to public enti-

ties about their programs
and initiatives, number of
cases reported, action
taken, and the outcomes of
those actions. 

This was stated by Syed
Saadat Jahan, Deputy
Director Communication,
Khyber Pakhtukhwa
Information Commission
(KPIC) while presenting
his views in the 'Provincial
Stakeholders' Seminar on
KP Child Marriages
Restraint Bill, Kalash
Marriage Bill, and 2%

Admission Quota for
Minorites in Higher
Education, Khyber
Pakhtukhwa', arranged by a
non-governmental organi-
zation Blue Veins in collab-
oration with National
Commission for Human
Rights (NCHR) at
Peshawar on Tuesday. 

Chairman, Council of
Islamic Ideology, Director
Local Government, KP,
Chief Khateeb KP, and
representatives of Police
Department, Child

Protection Commission,
KPRTPS Commission,
Academia, members of
civil society, and journalists
participated in the said
seminar. 

The participants, spe-
cially Rizwan Ullah Shah,
Coordinator, National
Commission for Human
Rights also hailes the
efforts of KPIC in imple-
mentation of 2% Minorities
Quota in all the public sec-
tor  universities of Khyber
Pakhtukhwa.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister for Sports and Youth Affairs,
Syed Fakhar Jihan,on Wednsday,
inaugurated the trials for the search of
talented cricket players under the
Peshawar Zalmi Talent Hunt Program
at Arbab Niaz Stadium in Peshawar.

Secretary of Sports and Youth
Affairs, Matiullah, Director of Sports,
Abdul Nasir Khan along with former
cricketer and Director of Cricket
Peshawar Zalmi, Mohammad Akram,
former cricketers Umar Gul,
Mohammad Yousuf, Kamran Akmal
and Ihsan Ali were also present on the
occasion.

More than seven thousand young
people have registered for these trials
being held at Arbab Niaz Stadium.

These trials are organized by
Peshawar Zalmi to search new talent
in the province.

During the inauguration, the
Provincial Minister for Sports spoke
to media representatives and said that
this initiative under Peshawar Zalmi
is a significant effort to bring forward

talented players.He acknowledged
that Zalmi has made excellent
arrangements for this purpose.

In response to a question regarding
Arbab Niaz Stadium, he stated that
the PSL will soon be held at this
venue. 

He mentioned that the stadium is a
key ground for international sports in
the province, and efforts are being
made to complete it at the earliest so
it can host international matches.

He further added that the stadium
will be equipped with international
standards and facilities.

Regarding the promotion of sports
in the province, he said that the
provincial government is focusing on
all types of sports and making every
effort to organize sports events here,
providing all possible support to the
players.

More than 10 thousand young
cricketers reached Peshawar for the
Zalmi's talent hunt and trials. Young
cricketers from remote areas of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Waziristan,
Mansehra, Charsada, Bajaur Bannu,
Bajaur and other areas arrived in

Peshawar to give trials. More than
10,000 young cricketers arrived at
Arbab Niaz Stadium for Peshawar
Zalmi's talent hunt. Muhammad
Akram, director of Peshawar Zalmi,
said that seeing the enthusiasm of the
youth, his heart has filled with joy.

Mohammad Akram said that
Peshawar Zalmi has been trying since
the first day to organize PSL matches
in Peshawar and still he is requesting
and demanding from the provincial
government and PCB to organize
Pakistan Super League season 10
matches, so that the young cricketers
here can see their team Peshawar
Zalmi in actionFormer star cricketer
and mentor of Peshawar Zalmi
Kamran Akmal said that he is happy
to see restoration of the cricket in
Arbab Niaz Stadium once again. The
best talent was seen in talent hunts
and  Hopefully PSL and international
cricket will return here soon.The
series of Peshawar Zalmi talent hunt
and trials will continue till January 5
After shortlisting the best talent, prac-
tice matches will be held and 50 best
players will be selected. 

Sajjad Muhammad Khan

PESHAWAR: The Institute of
Professional Studies (IPS) celebrat-
ed the New Year with a splendid fes-
tivity. The event was overseen by
Director Dr. Bilal Afridi, featuring a
cake-cutting ceremony, humorous
and educational skits, enchanting
musical performances, and energetic
bhangra dances.

The highlight of the event was the
cake-cutting ceremony, attended by
students, faculty, and staff. Dr. Bilal
Afridi extended his New Year wish-
es to everyone and praised their hard
work and dedication.

Afterward, the audience enjoyed
humorous and educational skits pre-
sented by the students. These skits
were not only entertaining but also
conveyed important messages about
social issues and values.

Musical performances were also
a key aspect of the evening.
Renowned singers took to the stage
to perform various songs, prompting
the audience to applaud and cele-
brate. 

The youth displayed their dance
skills, energetically performing to
the beat of the drums.

Dr. Bilal Afridi thanked all partic-

ipants, faculty, and students who
contributed to the successful organi-
zation of the program. 

He commended their efforts and
creativity and stated that such occa-
sions promote a sense of community
and teamwork. 

He promised that similar gather-
ings would be organized in the future
to provide students with more oppor-
tunities to showcase their talents and
strengthen relationships with their
colleagues.

Director IPS has made a promis-
ing commitment to provide students
with all possible modern facilities in

the new year. This initiative aims to
create an ideal learning environment,
equipped with the latest technology
and infrastructure, to support stu-
dents' academic growth and success.

Furthermore, the director has
emphasized the importance of
expanding scholarship programs,
ensuring that every student has
access to quality education, regard-
less of their financial background.
This move is expected to promote
inclusivity, diversity, and equal
opportunities for all students to excel
academically and achieve their
goals.

IPS welcomes 2025 with joy and
unity at new year event

PESHAWAR (APP): Uran
Pakistan, a landmark five-
year national economic ref-
ormation plan, has received
widespread praise in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as experts and
policymakers herald its
potential to catalyze foreign
investment and accelerate
economic development
across the country.

The comprehensive pro-
gram, which focuses on revi-
talizing key sectors includ-
ing exports, e-commerce (E
Pakistan), environmental
sustainability and climate
change, energy, and infra-
structure, is poised to drive
substantial economic growth
and promote industrializa-
tion in Pakistan. 

Experts are optimistic
that it will significantly
enhance the country’s global
competitiveness and create
vast opportunities for
employment of youth.

The Uran Pakistan aims
to generate thousands of job
opportunities, particularly
for the youth, by revamping
various sectors critical to the
national economy. These ini-
tiatives are expected to stim-
ulate domestic and foreign
investments, create sustain-
able employment, and
empower youth with the
skills and resources needed
to thrive in an increasingly
digital and interconnected
world.

One of the key compo-
nents of the Uran Pakistan
initiative is boosting exports,
a critical area for the coun-
try’s economic stability and

growth. By focusing on
enhancing global trade rela-
tions and scaling up export-
driven industries, the plan
seeks to improve Pakistan’s
balance of trade and reduce
the dependency on imports.

In addition, Uran
Pakistan places a heavy
emphasis on E Pakistan, fos-
tering the digital transforma-
tion of the economy. With a
focus on expanding e-com-
merce platforms, improving
digital infrastructure, and
providing digital education,
the program aims to position
Pakistan as a major player in
the global digital economy.

As climate change con-
tinues to pose a significant
challenge to Pakistan, Uran
Pakistan prioritizes environ-
mental sustainability and cli-
mate action. The plan out-
lines comprehensive strate-
gies to address environmen-
tal degradation, enhance
renewable energy produc-
tion, and promote green
technologies—efforts that
are crucial not only for the
country’s ecological future
but also for attracting inter-
national funding in sustain-
able development projects.

Prioritized energy and
infrastructure development,
the plan recognizes the criti-
cal role that reliable power
supply and modern infra-
structure play in fostering
industrial growth. Efforts
will focus on enhancing
energy efficiency, expanding
the energy grid, and invest-
ing in infrastructure that sup-
ports industrial and commer-

cial expansion.
Equity and empowerment

lie at the heart of the Uran
Pakistan initiative, which
aims to ensure that econom-
ic benefits are distributed
equitably across all seg-
ments of society. Through
policies designed to support
marginalized communities,
women’s empowerment,
and inclusive economic
growth, the plan seeks to
create a more balanced and
just society where all citi-
zens can contribute to and
benefit from the nation’s
economic success.

Zilakat Malik, former
Chairman Economics
Department at Unvversity of
Pakistan has welcomed the
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif's Uran
Pakistan and termed a leap
step forward to achieve the
height of economic growth. 

Uraan Pakistan is a trans-
formative initiative designed
to spotlight and advance cru-
cial projects and reforms set
forth in the 5Es National
Economic Transformation
Plan. The strategy aims to
rejuvenate Pakistan’s econo-
my, promote sustainable
development, and drive
inclusive growth.

He claimed that rural
areas of KP were suffered
from poor infrastructure,
limiting both quality of life
and economic opportunity
and hopefully it's people
would be largely benefited
of it.

Dr Malik said Pakistan
achieved great successes

especially on economic front
during PMLN Govt tenure
and Uran Pakistan has laid a
the foundation of economi-
cally strong Pakistan.

Despite generation of
about 55% of the country’s
GDP and contribution of
95% of federal tax revenues,
with Karachi alone generat-
ing 12-15% of GDP and
55% of federal taxes, our
cities youth were confronted
to problem of unemploy-
ment and illiteracy which
negative impacted the coun-
try's  economic growth rate.

He said the poor infra-
structure and an inadequate
socioeconomic services in
rural Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
have widened urban-rural
development gaps, thus put-
ting extraordinary pressure
on its cities owing to
increased people's migration
for employment and better
services.

He said the rising urban-
rural divide remains one of
the most pressing challenges
to the socio-economic stabil-
ity and prosperity of Khyber
Pakthunkhwa.

This divide perpetuates
inequality, undermines
merit, and stifles national
progress, particularly in
rural areas of Khyber
Pakthunkhwa where majori-
ty of the population strug-
gles for basic necessities of
life.

Dr Malik said the socio-
economic imbalances
between urban and rural
areas  in KP, compounded by
rampage of corruption and

nepotism, created a cycle of
poverty, illiteracy and unem-
ployment. 

As a result, most people
in rural areas of the province
face difficulties accessing
quality education, health-
care, housing, clean drinking
water and sustainable liveli-
hoods. This inequality not
only hampers economic
growth but also places
extraordinary pressure on
urban infrastructure, leading
to overcrowded of schools,
hospitals, basic health units
and roads besides poor
drinking water in KP

He said there was a need
to invest in rural infrastruc-
ture especially roads,
schools, healthcare and
clean water to improve liv-
ing standards of people and
stimulate economic growth
in remote areas including
merged tribal districts.

Since majority of our
population reside in rural
areas, the governments
should focus on moderniz-
ing agriculture by introduc-
ing latest techniques, access
to credit and improve market
linkages, Prof. Malik said.

Such initiatives like Uran
Pakistan may help create
jobs, reduce dependence on
subsistence farming and
improve productivity.

Manzoorul Haq former
ambassador also welcomed
Uran Pakistan and termed a
leap step forward to achieve
economic growth and bol-
ster the country's exports.

He said Uran Pakistan
would not only enhance

export sector to drive eco-
nomic growth, increase for-
eign exchange earnings, and
boost the country’s trade
position but help accelerate
digital transformation.

He said that implementa-
tion of sustainable practices
will help address climate
change challenges, protect
natural resources, and ensure
water and food security for
long-term ecological bal-
ance. Manzoor said develop-
ing affordable, efficient, and
green energy solutions to
support industrial growth,
reduce energy costs, and
ensure energy security
besides promoting social
justice and equitable distri-
bution of resources.

He said the gap between
rural and urban communities
has fostered a fragmented
society, where rural popula-
tions feel alienated from the
centers of political and eco-
nomic power, resulting
widening of rural-urban
divide. 

He highlighted that just
1% of Pakistan's population
controls a disproportionate
share of the national wealth,
including prime assets like
farmland and real estate
while many struggle for
basic needs such as afford-
able housing and clean
drinking water.

This concentration of
wealth in urban centers has
exacerbated poverty and
unemployment in rural
areas, with the nation’s pop-
ulation surging to an all-time
high of 241 million earlier

this year with over two per-
cent annual growth rate.

He said the rapid popula-
tion growth with over 2 per-
cent growth rate has placed
immense pressure on hous-
ing, infrastructure, and pub-
lic services in major cities of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
where an estimated 2.5 mil-
lion housing units are
required to accommodate
the homeless.

The migration from rural
to urban areas has further
strained urban systems,
while rural communities
continued to be overlooked
in terms of investment and
policy attention.

The experts said that
urbanization does not auto-
matically lead to economic
growth; rather unplanned
urbanization, without proper
development strategies, has
led to slums, environmental
degradation, and deepened
inequality that create chal-
lenge of urban-rural divide
for the communities.

They argued that the KP
government must invest in
rural infrastructure especial-
ly in roads, schools, health-
care, and clean water to raise
living standards of its people
and stimulate economic
growth in remote areas espe-
cially in merged tribal dis-
tricts for achieving desired
goals. Misal Khan, a retired
Information officer also wel-
comed Uran Pakistan intia-
tive of the Federal
Government that would ben-
efit people of all provinces
of Pakistan.

He said that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa was relative
situated in a disadvantage
location due to sea port and
hopefully its mineral and
mines besides hydropower
potential would be unlocked
under Uran Pakistan.

He said that Pakistan was
badly affected by climate
change as evident of 2022
floods that washed away
expansive hotels in Swat
besides colossal livestock
and agriculture losses in all
provinces.

He said that Uran
Pakistan was an key pro-
gram with a great potential
to reinvigorate the national
economy besides open gates
of employment, increasing
of exports and promote
industrialization in all
provinces of Pakistan.

With its ambitious scope
and comprehensive
approach, Uran Pakistan is
seen as a potential game-
changer for the country's
economic landscape. By
aligning its focus on crucial
sectors and embracing inno-
vation, the plan not only
aims to stimulate foreign
investment but also create a
conducive environment for
sustainable economic devel-
opment.

The experts said that all
eyes are now on the execu-
tion phase, with the hope
that Uran Pakistan will open
new avenues for economic
prosperity and place
Pakistan firmly on the path
to long-term growth and sta-
bility.

Peshawar Zalmi Talent Hunt Program

Fakhar inaugurates trials
to select talented cricketers

F.P. Report

P E S H AWA R : K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa's Provincial
Minister for Agriculture,
Major (R) Sajjad Barakwal
inaugurated the 7th Digital
Agricultural Census for KP
province in a simple but
impressive ceremony at
Peshawar. The event was
organized by Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Barakwal assured full
cooperation to PBS on
behalf of his KP govt in
making this first of its kind
digital agricultural census a
success story and empha-

sized the importance of the
agricultural census in
preparing the province's
five-year agricultural poli-
cy. He highlighted that 80%
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's
population is rural, relying
heavily on agriculture for
their livelihood. On this
occasion the participants
and high ups from KP agri-

culture department were
given detailed briefing say-
ing that Agriculture's
Contribution to KP GDP is
22%, Employment
Generation is 44% of the
workforce, Wheat
Production land is 48% irri-
gated, 52% non-irrigated,
with yields of 14 and 26
maunds per acre, respec-

tively.
The KP minister on this

occasion stressed the need
for evolving comprehen-
sive policies to address
challenges in the agricul-
tural sector, including sup-
porting and enlightening
farmers, improving infra-
structure, and allocating
resources to boost agricul-
tural productivity.

During the ceremony,
tablets were distributed
among crop reporting staff
for completing the 7th
Agricultural Census, while
the minister also gave
away shields to the partici-
pants.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister for Sports and Youth Affairs, Syed Fakhar Jihan talking
to media during the inauguration of trials to select talented crickets at Arbab Niaz Stadium.

Minister inaugurates 7th Digital
Agricultural Census

RTI a key for good
governance and transparency

Uran Pakistan to open gates of industrialization, economic growth

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A landmark
ceremony held in Peshawar
marked the official declara-
tion of the city as a Smoke-
Free District. Organized by
the District Administration
of Peshawar, in collabora-
tion with the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Tobacco
Control Cell of the Health
Department and civil socie-
ty organization Blue Veins,
this initiative is a signifi-

cant milestone in the jour-
ney toward improved pub-
lic health and tobacco con-
trol in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. 

The event brought
together a diverse group of
stakeholders, including
government departments,
academia, police, the
Directorate General of
Health, the Health Sector
Reform Unit, the Right to
Services Commission, the
Right to Information

Commission, the Transport
Department, the Education
Department, trade, hotel,
and transport associations,
bar associations, youth
groups, and civil society
organizations. Their collec-
tive commitment reflected
the critical importance of
multi-sectoral collaboration
in achieving a smoke-free
environment in Peshawar.

The District
Administration, under the
leadership of Rao Hashim,

Additional Deputy
Commissioner General and
accompanied by the other
Assistant Commissioners,
emphasized the transforma-
tive potential of this initia-
tive. In his remarks, Rao
Hashim said, “Tobacco
smoke-free environments
are crucial for protecting
the health of non-smokers,
reducing tobacco consump-
tion, and creating a culture
of compliance with public
health laws. 

Peshawar declared smoke-free in
landmark ceremony
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Sewing machines
distributed
F.P. Report

BUNER: Health and
Care Welfare Found-
ation Pakistan (HC-
WFP) registered Isla-
mabad distributed sew-
ing machines among
deserving white-calor
women under employ-
ment project  here in
Buner on Wednesday.
In this connection a
function was held at
Civil Defense Office
Buner. The objective
was to empower white
colar deserving women
so that they can get live-
ly hood  with dignity at
home and live prosper-
ously  in the society.
ADC Relief & Human
Rights Syed Akram
Shah was the chief
guest in this program.
On this occasion, Civil
Defense Chief Warden
Taj Muhammad Khan,
Deputy Chief Warden
Muambar Khan
Muhammad Siraj Khan
Dr. Gohar Rehman and
other civil defense offi-
cers also participated.
Health and Care
Welfare Foundation
Administration Chief
Organizer Alhaj Muha-
mmad Ashraf Minhas
Sahib Khawaja Muha-
mmad Aftab Sahib
Advocate President UK
Secretary Finance Syed
Shahzad Ali Advocate
Tahir Naeem Sindhu
Advocate Rana Muh-
ammad Amin (Head
Office Incharge) Cha-
udhry Muhammad
Yunus Secretary Info-
rmation and with the
special support of other
members this program
has been completed.

DC kicks off
agri census
F.P. Report

MARDAN: Deputy
Commissioner Mardan
officially inaugurated
the 7th Agriculture
Census in a ceremony
held at the Deputy
Commissioner's office
here on Wednesday.
District Census
Coordinator Ibn Amin
was also present on this
occasion. During the
inauguration ceremony,
the enumerators were
given digital tablets in
which software related
to agriculture enumera-
tion is installed. On this
occasion, the impor-
tance of agriculture cen-
sus was highlighted
which will provide
basic information for
the development of
agriculture sector.
Through this process,
data on agricultural pro-
duction, resources, and
challenges will be col-
lected, which will sup-
port policy making and
decisions. Deputy
Commissioner Mardan
Dr. Azmatullah Wazir
termed this initiative as
an important step for
the development of
agriculture. Deputy
Commissioner on this
occasion directed all
concerned departments
and staff to provide full
cooperation to make the
process of agriculture
census transparent and
effective. These results
will be very useful not
only for the local farm-
ers but also for the over-
all development of the
agriculture sector, he
concluded.

P&D holds
meeting

F.P. Report

BANNU: Secretary Pla-
nning and Development
Department Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa held a
meeting to discuss the
reconstruction of the
historic Government
High School No. 2
(Islamia) in Bannu
District. This school,
nearing 100 years of
heritage, holds a unique
place in the history and
educational develop-
ment of the region.
Efforts to preserve this
institution's legacy were
championed by the
Chairman of e-Hujra
BannuGul, Mr. Asif
Qureshi. Despite facing
resistance in the past,
Mr. Qureshi and his
dedicated team persist-
ed, advocating for the
school's reconstruction
while retaining its his-
toric value. Their tire-
less efforts have now
borne fruit, with plans
for reconstruction mov-
ing forward.
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F.P. Report

SHANGLA: District
Emergency Officer has stat-
ed that in 2024, Rescue
1122 responded to 3,278
emergencies and performed
their duties efficiently.

Engineer Malik Sher Dil
Khan expressed these views

while talking to journalists
at the Rescue 1122 head-
quarters in Alpuri on
Wednesday. He clarified
that Rescue 1122 personnel
are always alert and respond
promptly to emergencies
throughout Shangla.

Regarding fake calls, he
appealed to the public to

avoid making such calls,
stating that they are highly
irresponsible. In 2024,
Rescue 1122 personnel
responded to 3,278 emer-
gency calls in Shangla, tak-
ing prompt action and pro-
viding timely assistance,
which has been appreciated
by the public.

Rescue 1122 issues 
annual performance report

F.P. Report

LARKANA: Deputy
Inspector General Larkana
has released the police per-
formance report for the
year 2024 in all five dis-
tricts of Range Police Lark-
ana, Jacobabad, Shikarpur,
Qambar Shahdadkot and
Kashmore at Kandakot,
according to which 1054
police encounters took
place in the range in which
65 robbers were killed,
including 04 prize-winning
robbers, while 223 robbers
were arrested in an injured
condition. 

The report released

states that 195 gang
busters, 941 criminals,
8538 suspects and 9602
absconders were arrested,
while the arrested suspects
were armed with one LMG
01, 01 hand grenade, 46
K a l a s h n i k o v s ,
pistols/revolvers. 957, 146
shotguns, 35 rifles, 18930
ammunition were recov-
ered, while the range police
conducted successful oper-
ations in different districts
and recovered a huge
amount of drugs, including
1354 kilograms of hashish,
1 kg 35 grams of opium, 7
kg 500 grams of ice, 3 kg
and 35 grams of heroin,

25000 kilograms of gutka
and 440 kilograms of
cannabis, while 2100 liters
of alcohol were also recov-
ered. 

From the beginning of
last year to the end, 225
hostages were rescued from
the possession of robbers,
while 725 people were
saved from kidnapping
with the help of modern
technology. According to
the police report, 147000
liters of illegal Iranian oil
were also recovered, while
17 police officers and
youths murdered during
performed their duties by
sacrificing themselves.

Larkana police releases
annual performance report

F.P. Report

LODHRAN: An accused,
booked in several cases, was
reportedly killed by firing of
own accomplice during
encounter near 'basti Line
Wahin'. Police said here on

Wednesday that three accused
opened fire on police van.

The team retaliated and
during the cross fire,accused
Shehbaz shot dead by the fir-
ing of his own accomplice.
The team recovered rifle and
number of bullets from the

crime spot. Police said that
the deceased accused was
booked in nine cases relating
to multiple crimes as well as
he had escaped the district
hospital on December 11,
2024 after snatching rifle
from constable on duty.

One killed in in police encounter

F.P. Report

TOBA TEK SINGH:
District Traffic Police
Officer (DTO) Toba Tek
Singh said that the traffic
police issued 1,29,364
Challans and 8,94,69,900
Fines for violating traffic
rules across the district. 

He further said that we
have taken action against
over speed, over loading,
pressure horn, one wayling,
dangerous driving, travel-
ing without driving license,
smoke emitting vehicles,
underage drivers, Black
Glass, motorcycle riders
without helmets and using

mobiles phone fines
imposed driving. 

Apart from this, an 222
FIR has been registered
against those violating traf-
fic rules. In the end,
Ch.Kashif Munir Gill said
that people should follow
traffic police rules to avoid
challans and fines.

Meanwhile, the district
administration is constantly
active to provide the best
medical facilities to the cit-
izens. On the instructions
of Deputy Commissioner
Toba Tek Singh
Muhammad Naeem
Sindhu, Additional Deputy
Commissioner General

Zeeshan Labbha Masih vis-
ited primary health centers
Chak No. 295 GB and 305
GB and checked the atten-
dance of the staff. 

He reviewed the record
of medicines in the hospital
and the cleanliness of the
facility. He instructed the
hospital administration that
any kind of lapse in the
facilities provided to the cit-
izens will not be tolerated.
He said that the Punjab gov-
ernment is taking all possi-
ble steps to provide facilities
in the primary health cen-
ters. He expressed satisfac-
tion over the facilities pro-
vided in the hospital.

DTO continues crackdown
against tainted glasses

F.P. Report

KOHAT: Commissioner
Kohat Division Syed
Motasim Billah Shah has
said that under the Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Program
"Awami Agenda", effective
planning has been finalized
for the upcoming Spring
Tree Plantation Drive
adding that suitable areas
for which have already
been selected in various
districts of the Kohat
Division.

This he said while
reviewing preparations for

the upcoming Spring Tree
Plantation Drive at Kohat
on Wednesday. He was told
that the process of collect-
ing thousands of kilograms
of seeds from local wild
plants is in the final stages.
It is hoped that this process
will grow millions of
saplings at a very low cost
in the entire Kohat Division
alone.

Commissioner Kohat
maintained, in this regard,
directions have been issued
to the Deputy
Commissioners of all the
districts of the Division and
authorities concerned of the

respective departments and
institutions. He added that
the Darmalak area of Tehsil
Lachi has also been select-
ed for the plantation cam-
paign in which broadcast-
ing of thousands of kilo-
grams of seeds through
Helicopter is also under-
way. 

Appreciating the efforts
of the Forestry Department,
Motasim Billah Shah said
that maximum plantation is
need of the hour, however,
he directed to pay attention
on fruit plants also side by
side the plantation of com-
mon plants.

Suitable areas finalizes for
spring tree plantation drive

F.P. Report

D I KHAN: Regional
Police Officer (RPO) Syed
Ashfaq Anwar on
Wednesday urged upon the
media to play their role for
eradication of all crimes
including terrorism from
the area. While talking to
local journalists here at his
office, he said the range
police would perform dili-
gently with the cooperation
of media for eradication of
crimes from the area.

He emphasized that all
available resources and
capabilities would be uti-
lized to defeat terrorists and
give a strong response to
anti-state forces, thereby
improving law and order in
the area. He said the Dera
police as well as the people
of this area rendered match-
less sacrifices in war
against terror. As many as

121 terrorist incidents took
place in the area during last
year of 2024, he mentioned.

The RPO said the wel-
fare of the police was also
among his priorities. The
media, he said, has an
important role in building
public confidence as well
as for establishment of
peace and order in the area.
He said the positive and
constructive criticism of
media would be welcomed
as it would help in ensuring
better policing. However,
he was of the view that fake
news should be avoided
which causes chaos among
the people.

Replying to a question
about increasing traffic
issues in Dera Ismail Khan,
he said a comprehensive
traffic plan would be
formed with the consulta-
tion of trade unions and
media persons. He men-

tioned that the lack of park-
ing in the city was one of
the major reasons behind
routine traffic mess. The
RPO informed that he also
held a meeting with traffic
police, adding, as many as
20 more personnel and five
motorbikes had been given
to traffic police on their
demand to ensure smooth
flow of traffic. Moreover,
he said the traffic police
also demanded two more
vehicles lifters which
would be provided to them
soon. 

Replying to another
question about smuggling in
the area, he clearly said “no
syndicate racket would be
allowed in the police.”
However, he added that the
police would extend all pos-
sible cooperation with other
departments including cus-
toms to control crimes
including smugglings.

RPO seeks media
cooperation for

controlling crime

F.P. Report

QUETTA: Pakistan is in
dire need of solidarity,
unity and brotherhood at
the beginning of the New
Year 2025. These views
were expressed by the
Chairperson of the
Standing Committee on
Human Rights, Senator
Samina Mumtaz Zehri in
her congratulatory state-
ment on the occasion of the
beginning of the New Year
2025. She said that enemies
are trying to sabotage peace
situation in Pakistan unsuc-
cessfully but the enemy
will never be allowed to
succeed in his evil inten-
tions. She said that Pakistan
is our homeland and
Balochistan is our
province, we all should for-
get our differences and
work for the development
and prosperity of Pakistan,
especially Balochistan.

At this time, the country
is in dire need of peace and
order as well as economic
and political stability, for
this all institutions and

political parties has to for-
get their differences and sit
together for the sake of the
country. 

Senator Samina Mumtaz
Zehri said that Pakistan
forces and security agen-
cies are working day and
night for national security
and our vision is equal
development and prosperi-
ty throughout the country
including Balochistan. We
are working hard for pros-
perity and development of
our people and this mission
will continue to solve pub-
lic problems. She further
said that at the beginning of
the New Year, the whole
nation should take a pledge
to forget their differences in
the New Year and make a
place for each other in their
hearts and work for the
security and prosperity of
the country with an open
heart. 

Paying tribute to the
Pakistan Army and other
security forces, she said
that the men of our security
agencies have laid down

their lives and established
peace and order throughout
the country, including
Balochistan, which ene-
mies want to be sabotaged
with the help of terrorist
vested interests but our
brave security forces have
always crushed the evil
intentions of the enemies
and will not allow their
nefarious purposes to be
fulfilled in the future. 

The New Year brings
happiness, developmwnt
and prosperity for Pakistan
especially of Balochistan.
2025 will prove to be an
important milestone and
the law and order situation
will improve throughout
the country, including
Balochistan. She said that,
there are attractive oppor-
tunities for Pakistan which
investors can take full
advantage of it. She prayed
that Allah may make 2025
a year of peace and pros-
perity for Pakistan and
save us all from the tricks
of enemies and sudden
calamities.

Pakistan commits 
for national prosperity

SWAT (APP): As the new year
celebrations unfolds, an influx
of tourists from Pakistan's plains
has made its way to the northern
districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), drawn by
the region's snow sports, trout
fish and winter adventure oppor-
tunities. The breathtaking snow-
fall and the exhilarating activi-
ties of skiing and snowboarding
in Upper Swat have become a
significant draw, with thousands
of visitors flocking to the pictur-
esque valley. 

The annual snow sports
extravaganza become a great
source of attraction for domestic
and foreign tourists being held
regularly at Abbottabad,
Mansehra, Swat, Dir and Chitral
in January-February every year,
making positive impact on econ-
omy of rural areas and enhance
the country's image of being
tourists friendly destination in
world.

These winter sports create an
environment of camaraderie,
bringing together people from
various cultures, religions, and
regions of Pakistan to enjoy the
thrill of the mountains slopes at
Malam Jabba, Bahrain, Osho
valley and Kalam in Upper
Swat. "The new year tourism
surge is not just an economic
boon but also a platform for
intercultural interaction and bol-
stering of rural economy," said
Professor Dr Naveed Farooq of
the Abdul Wali Khan University,
Mardan while talking to APP.

Arrived with his family for

new year celebrations, he said
the stricking snowfall feature,
skiing and trout fish made Swat
an ideal winter tourists destina-
tion of snow sports in Pakistan.
As families, adventure enthusi-
asts, and groups of friends come
together in the spirit of fun and
recreation, the winter season in
KP becomes a celebration of
unity in diversity and strength-
ening of cultural bonds. 

The visitors, whether from
the bustling cities or more
remote areas of Punjab, Sindh,
KP, Balochistan, Azad Kashmir
and Gilgit Baltistan, share sto-
ries, experiences, and smiles,
breaking down barriers and
building lasting connections.
The tourism boost is also a shot
in the arm for the rural economy,
as local businesses, from ski
instructors to hoteliers, experi-
ence increased demand for their
services.

Vendors, shopkeepers, and
hospitality workers in the region
are seeing a rise in revenue,
making this seasonal influx of
tourists vital for the livelihoods
of many. "The revenue of hotels
increased due to new year cele-
brations in Swat," said Kamran
Ali Yousafzai, a manger of Swat
Paradise hotel at Kalam. "The
response of snowfall lovers
arrived from across Pakistan are
overwhelming these days and
our rent charges are minimum
compare to four stars hotels here
at Kalam," he told APP.

"With snow-capped moun-
tains, crisp air, and a festive

atmosphere, KP’s snow sports
scene is more than just a recre-
ational activity; it’s a symbol of
the diverse cultures and shared
experiences that make Pakistan a
rich and vibrant tapestr'" he said.
He hoped of an increase of
tourists for the annual snow
sports event at Parwak village in
Upper Chitral where thrilling
‘ice hockey’ matches are played
among different teams amid
great fun and laughter. 

The players of Fox and Snow
Leopard teams besides girls
players last year had received
warm applause from the specta-
tors, skiers, skaters, snowboard-
ers and adventure enthusiasts.
Kaghalasht snow festival is also
planned that attracted a large
number of tourists at Upper Dir
last year where thousands of
skiers, skaters, snowboarders,
hikers, adventurers, moun-
taineers, athletes, musicians and
foodies entertained visitors amid
great funfair and cultural events.

Free mountain bike, bicycle
race, archery and rock climbing
add colours to the Upper Chitral
festival. KP's snow-clad moun-
tainous valleys including Kalam,
Madain, Gabin Jabba, Malam
Jabba and Mahudhand in Swat,
Nathiagali, Ayubia, Khanuspoor
in Abbottabad, Naran and
Kaghan in Mansehra, Kumrat in
Upper Dir and Chitral Lower
have drawn an influx of tourists,
hikers and skiing lovers in the
wake of new year enjoying dif-
ferent snow games including
skiing, skating, throwball, snow

kabadi, tug of war, archery,
karate, mountain biking, cycle
race, snow rugby, besides trout
fish and ancient heritage of
Ghandhara civilization.

A Shandor, Broghal, Kalam
and Gabin Jabba festival are also
planned by the Provincial
Government to explore northern
KP's winter sports and tourism
potential, an official of Sports
and Tourism Department said
while talking to APP. Throw
ball, tug of war , rocks and
mountains climbing amid trout
fish would add colours to these
snowfall festivals.

A mega project has been pre-
pared for organizing different
winter sports and tourism events
in various districts including
Swat this year. Kalam’s winter
gala and tour-de-cycle race
would be organized in Swat
while first-ever sports rafting at
River Swat planned besides an
international paragliding event
at Saidu Sharif. A skiing event at
Malam Jabba was also planned.

These distinctive characteris-
tics of Northern KP, which are
second to none in any other dis-
tricts of KP, draw adventure
sportsmen, archeologists, water
rafters, mountaineers, snowfall
lovers, foodies, and eco-tourists
throughout the year. To reduce
tourists’ load at Kalam, Malam
Jabba and Bahrian, Saad Khan,
Spokesman of Tourism and
Culture Authority KP told APP
that the new tourists spots would
be developed at Sola Tanar,
Puchar and Jargo valleys besides

walking tracks to promote snow
sports in Swat.

To maintain natural beauty
and avoid pollution at tourist
spots in Swat, camping pods
would be established at new
tourists’ destinations besides
Kalash culture events in Chitral.
To link new tourist destination
with Swat Motorway, huge
amount were being spent on
development and construction of
new roads.

Four integrated tourism zones
(ITZs) would be established at
Mankiyal Swat on 754 kanal
land, Thandiani Abbottabad on
640 kanal, Ganol Manshera on
480 kanal and Madaklasht
Lower Chitral on 540 kanal with
assistance of World Bank under
Khyber Pakthunkhwa Integrated
Tourism Development Project
(KITE) that on completion
would make Pakistan especially
KP an international centre for
domestic and international
tourists.

Sports theme park would be
constructed on 400 kanal land at
Hund in Swabi district for which
MoU has already been signed. In
Nathiagali Abbottabad, a three-
day snow festival would be
arranged by Galiyat
Development Authority (GDA)
where thousands of snow sports-
men and tourists would partici-
pate during this winter.

The mesmerising natural
beauty of Ayubia, Donga Gali,
Khanaspur, Mushkpuri snow
clad top where adventure sports
lovers would take a free chairlift

ride at Ayubia in Abbottabad.
Mountaineering, hiking, sculp-
ture paintings, tug of war, paint-
ball competitions, archery,
snow-tubing, music, bike race,
snowball, skiing, skating, and
snow football matches besides
food stalls and cultural events
would add colour to Nathiagali
and Ayubia snow sports festi-
vals.

He said that KP government
has planned construction of
three new ski resorts in Kaghan,
Chitral and Swat while
Battakundi-Lalazar chairlift
project was under consideration.
The waterfalls of Sajkot, Noori,
Chajjian Haripur, Jarogo Swat,
Lanchar Dir, Umbrella
Abbottabad would be
devoloped.

New camping pods at Larum
Top and Shahin Bin Shahi
Lower Dir, Kumrat Dir Upper,
Broghal and Sorlaspur at
Chitral Upper, Shangla, Samana
Haripur, Sulatharn Swat and
Kalam would be setup to pro-
mote winter sports in Pakistan.
As the season progresses, the
northern KP promises even
more opportunities for cross-
cultural exchanges, fun-filled
adventure, and economic
growth. In a world where cul-
tural divides often take center
stage, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's
winter attractions serve as a
reminder that sometimes, all it
takes to unite people is a shared
love for adventure, the great
outdoors, and the spirit of
togethernes.

KP’s snow sports: A unique opportunity for cross-cultural exchanges

Iranian CG
calls on

Balochistan
Speaker

F.P. Report

QUETTA: Iranian Consul
General Mr. Hassan
Darvishvand paid a
farewell call on Speaker of
Balochistan Assembly
Capt. (R) Abdul Khaliq
Khan Achakzai in his
chamber on Wednesday.

During the meeting, the
Speaker paid tribute to his
services as Consul General
in Quetta and thanked him
for the assistance provided
during his tenure. The
Speaker said on the occa-
sion that the Islamic
Republic of Iran is a close
neighbor and long-stand-
ing friend of Pakistan, with
which relations are exem-
plary and brotherly. He
reiterated that the bilateral
relations between Pakistan
and Iran would always
remain strong and durable.

He said that Balochistan
would make every effort to
promote economic and
trade relations with Iran.
He also stressed the need
for measures to further
strengthen people-to-peo-
ple contacts and cultural
ties between the two coun-
tries. Hassan Darvishvand
expressed satisfaction over
the traditional friendly
relations between Pakistan
and Iran and hoped that
these relations would
deepen further in the
future.

He thanked the Speaker
while expressing his best
wishes for the people of
Balochistan and also
appreciated the hospitality
extended by the people
and government during his
stay in Balochistan. He
said that the people and
government of Balochistan
have always shown coop-
eration with Iran, which
has further strengthened
the friendly relations
between the two countries.
In the meeting, both lead-
ers stressed the importance
of promoting mutual coop-
eration between Iran and
Pakistan. In particular,
detailed discussions were
held on enhancing cross-
border trade, cultural
exchange, and cooperation
in the energy sector
between Balochistan and
the Iranian province of
Sistan and the province.

ABBOTTABAD: Director Higher Education, Hazara Division, Azhar Latif Awan visiting various projects
at Government Postgraduate College.
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PHOENIX (AP): An
appeals court has rejected
an Arizona official's argu-
ment that felony charges
against him for delaying
certification of his rural
county's 2022 election
results should be dismissed
because he has legislative
immunity.

In an order, the Arizona
Court of Appeals concluded
Cochise County Supervisor
Tom Crosby's duty to certi-

fy the election results was-
n't discretionary. The court
also said certifying election
results is an administrative
responsibility and that leg-
islative immunity doesn't
apply to Crosby's situation.
Crosby and Cochise
County Supervisor Peggy
Judd, both Republicans,
were criminally charged
after they balked at certify-
ing the results. Two months
ago, Judd pleaded guilty to

a misdemeanor charge of
failing to perform her duty
as an election officer and
was sentenced to probation.

Crosby has pleaded not
guilty to charges of con-
spiracy and interference
with an election officer. His
trial is scheduled for Jan.
30. Dennis Wilenchik, one
of Crosby's lawyers, said
his client will ask the state
Supreme Court to review
the matter.

Arizona didn’t have immunity: Court

WELLINGTON (AP): A
driver ran down two New
Zealand police officers
down as they patrolled on
foot in the early hours of
New Year's Day, killing one
and seriously injuring the
other, the country's police
chief said.

The attack jolted a coun-
try where the killing of
police officers on duty is
rare. The vehicle drove into
the officers "at speed" as
they performed a routine
patrol of a parking lot,
before the driver turned and
rammed a police car, Police
Commissioner Richard
Chambers told reporters in
the South Island city of
Nelson. A 32-year-old man
was arrested and charged
over the incident shortly
after it happened at about 2
a.m. local time. One of the

officers, a woman, died in a
local hospital hours later.
The other was in serious
condition but was expected
to make a full recovery,
Chambers said. A third offi-
cer who was in the rammed
police car received a con-
cussion and two members
of the public were hurt, one
of them after coming to
help the injured officers.

Chambers condemned
the "senseless act of an
individual who appears to
have been determined to
cause harm," although he
did not suggest a motive.
"There was, at this stage, no
indication that was what
about to occur, occurred,"
Chambers said. New
Zealand's Police Minister
Mark Mitchell said the offi-
cers were "targeted in what
I consider a very cowardly

attack." The attack hap-
pened in a downtown area
of Nelson - population
55,000 - close to the street
where the city's New Year's
Eve celebrations had con-
cluded two hours before.

The last killing of a
police officer on duty in
New Zealand was in 2020,
when an officer was shot by
a fleeing driver. 33 other
officers have died through
criminal acts while on duty
since 1890, according to
police records. The woman
killed, Senior Sergeant Lyn
Fleming, had been an offi-
cer for 38 years and was
"well-known and hugely
respected member of the
Nelson community",
Chambers said. She is sur-
vived by a spouse and chil-
dren. The man charged is
due to appear in court.

Driver runs down two NZ
police officers, killing one

MOSCOW (Reuters):
President Vladimir Putin
told Russians in a New
Year address that the coun-
try would move forward
with confidence in 2025,
though he offered no spe-
cific promises on the econ-
omy or the war in Ukraine.

At a time when many
ordinary people are worried
about rising prices and the
central bank's 21% interest
rate is squeezing businesses
and homebuyers, Putin
reassured Russians that
their wellbeing was his top
priority. He framed Russia's
challenges as part of a
wider historic mission,
evoking past victories
including its role in the
defeat of Nazi Germany in
World War Two.

Russia, he said, had
overcome trials, achieved
major goals and strength-
ened its unity in the first
quarter of the 21st century -
a period coinciding exactly
with his time as its para-
mount leader. "And now, on
the threshold of the new
year, we are thinking about
the future. We are confident
that everything will be fine,
we will only move forward.
We know for sure that the
absolute value for us was, is
and will be the fate of
Russia, the well-being of its
citizens," he said. His three-
and-a-half-minute seasonal
message from the Kremlin
was being broadcast at mid-

night in each of Russia's 11
time zones, starting with
Kamchatka and Chukotka
in the far east.

He was speaking exactly
25 years since he first
addressed the nation as its
acting president after Boris
Yeltsin resigned unexpect-
edly on the last day of 1999.
Putin, 72, paid tribute to
Russian soldiers fighting in
the war in Ukraine, describ-
ing them as heroes. "We are
proud of your courage and
bravery. We believe in you,"
he said. He made no specif-
ic reference to the situation
on the battlefield or the
prospects for an end to the
conflict after Donald Trump
returns as US president on
Jan. 20. Trump has said he
will swiftly stop the war,
without providing details.
Russian forces in 2024
advanced in Ukraine at the
fastest rate since 2022, the
war's first year, and control
about a fifth of the country.
But the gains have come at
the cost of heavy, though
undisclosed, losses in men
and equipment.

In 2024, Russia was
invaded for the first time
since World War Two as
Ukraine grabbed a slice of
its western Kursk region in
a surprise counter-attack on
Aug. 6. Russia has yet to
eject Ukrainian forces from
Kursk despite bringing in
more than 10,000 troops
from its ally North Korea,

according to Ukrainian,
South Korean and US
assessments. Russia has
neither confirmed nor
denied their presence. "To
sustain even the very slow
advance in Ukraine, Russia
has been forced to ignore
the months-long occupa-
tion of part of its own terri-
tory by Ukrainian forces,"
British security expert Ruth
Deyermond said. "Taking a
'nothing to see here' attitude
to the loss of its own land is
not what great powers do,
particularly one so preoccu-
pied with the idea of state
sovereignty."

Deyermond, in a long
thread posted on X, sug-
gested Putin's efforts to
portray Russia as a leading
world power were also
undermined by the top-
pling of its chief Middle
East ally, former Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad,
and its increasing depend-
ence on China. Putin, the
longest-serving ruler of
Russia since Josef Stalin,
said on Dec. 19 that under
his leadership the country
had moved back from "the
edge of the abyss" and
rebuffed threats to its sov-
ereignty. With hindsight,
he said, he should not have
waited until February 2022
before launching his "spe-
cial military operation" in
Ukraine, the term he still
uses for the full-scale inva-
sion of Russia's neighbour.

Putin tells Russians
‘everything will be fine’

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP): In
one of his final acts in
office, North Carolina Gov.
Roy Cooper commuted the
death sentences of 15 men
convicted of first-degree
murder to life in prison
without the possibility of
parole, reducing the state's
death row population by
more than 10%.

Cooper, who was barred
from seeking a third consec-
utive four-year term, will
give way to fellow
Democrat Josh Stein when
Stein takes the oath of
office. Cooper, who was
previously the attorney gen-
eral for 16 years, said his
commutation decisions
occurred following a thor-
ough review of petitions
offered by defendants and
input from prosecutors and
victims' families.

North Carolina had 136
offenders on death row.
Cooper's office said it had
received clemency petitions
from 89 of them. Cooper's
office said it considered a
variety of factors, such as a
defendant's conduct in
prison, the adequacy of legal
representation and sentences
received by co-defendants.

"These reviews are
among the most difficult
decisions a Governor can

make and the death penalty
is the most severe sentence
that the state can impose,"
Cooper said in a news
release. "After thorough
review, reflection, and
prayer, I concluded that the
death sentence imposed on
these 15 people should be
commuted, while ensuring
they will spend the rest of
their lives in prison." North
Carolina is one of 27 states
that have the death penalty
as a criminal punishment,
according to the Death
Penalty Information Center,
although governors in five
of those states currently
have placed executions on
hold. While North Carolina
is not one of those five, an
execution hasn't been car-
ried out in the state since
2006.

The number of defen-
dants sentenced to death in
North Carolina has also
dwindled in recent years, as
prosecutors have more lee-
way in state law to decide
whether to try a capital case.
Even after action, North
Carolina has the fifth-largest
death row by population in
the country, according to the
North Carolina Coalition for
Alternatives to the Death
Penalty. Although some
groups opposed to the death

penalty have sought from
Cooper a complete commu-
tation for all on death row,
they still praised him for
what they called a historic
act of clemency. State
Department of Adult
Correction records list 13 of
the 15 receiving clemency
as Black. The convictions
dates for the 15 range from
1993 to 2011.

Cooper "joins the ranks
of a group of courageous
leaders who used their exec-
utive authority to address
the failed death penalty,"
Chantal Stevens, executive
director of American Civil
Liberties Union of North
Carolina, said in a separate
release. "We have long
known that the death penal-
ty in North Carolina is
racially biased, unjust, and
immoral, and the Governor's
actions today pave the way
for our state to move
towards a new era of jus-
tice." Cooper received
national attention this year
as he surfaced as a potential
running mate for
Democratic presidential
nominee Kamala Harris.

Stein succeeded Cooper
as attorney general in 2017.
The Attorney General's
Office participates in death
penalty appeals. Among the

15 receiving commutations
include Hasson Bacote, who
was convicted of first-
degree murder in 2009 in
Johnston County. Bacote
had been challenging his
death sentence under the
2009 Racial Justice Act,
which allowed prisoners to
receive life without parole if
they can show that racial
bias was the reason for their
death sentence. While the
law was repealed in 2013,
the state Supreme Court
ruled later that most prison-
ers currently on death row
could still use the law
retroactively.

Bacote's recent hearing
before a judge based on that
law was considered a test
case. Groups backing
Bacote's litigation said they
still anticipate a ruling in his
case because of the wide-
spread public interest in the
matter. Another whose sen-
tence was commuted is Guy
LeGrande, who was once
set to be executed in late
2006 before a judge halted it
and later cited LeGrande's
"severe mental illness." He
was convicted in Stanly
County of the 1993 killing
of a woman whose
estranged husband offered
to pay him a portion of life
insurance proceeds.

Outgoing North Carolina governor
commutes 15 death row sentences

CAIRO/JERUSALEM/RA
MALLAH (Reuters): Once
muscular and strong,
Palestinian bodybuilder
Moazaz Obaiyat's nine-
month spell in Israeli cus-
tody left him unable to walk
unaided upon his release in
July. Then, in an October
pre-dawn raid on his home,
soldiers detained him again.

Before being re-arrested,
the 37-year-old father of
five was diagnosed with
severe PTSD by Bethlehem
Psychiatric Hospital, related
to his time at Israel's remote
Ktz'iot prison, according to
medical notes seen by
Reuters from the hospital, a
public clinic in the occupied
West Bank. The notes said
Obaiyat was subjected to
"physical and psychological
violence and torture" in
prison and described symp-
toms including severe anxi-
ety, withdrawal from his
family and avoidance of dis-
cussion of traumatic events
and current affairs.

Alleged abuses and psy-
chological harm to
Palestinian detainees in
Israeli prisons and camps
are in renewed focus amid
stepped-up efforts in
December by international
mediators to secure a cease-
fire that could see the
release of thousands of
inmates detained during the
Gaza war and before, in
return for Israeli hostages
held by the Palestinian
group Hamas in Gaza. In the
event of the release of

detainees in any future deal,
many "will require long-
term medical care to recover
from the physical and psy-
chological abuse they have
endured," said Qadoura
Fares, head of the
Palestinian Commission for
Detainees and Ex-Detainees
Affairs, a government body
in the West Bank. Fares said
he was aware of Obaiyat's
case.

For this story, Reuters
spoke to four Palestinian
men detained by Israel since
the war's outbreak after the
Hamas attacks of Oct. 7,
2023. All were held for
months, accused of affiliat-
ing with an illegal organisa-
tion, and released without
being formally charged or
convicted of any crime. All
described lasting psycho-
logical scars they attributed
to abuses including beat-
ings, sleep and food depri-
vation and prolonged
restraint in stress positions
during their time inside.
Reuters could not independ-
ently verify the conditions
in which they were held.
Their accounts are consis-
tent with multiple investiga-
tions by human rights
groups that reported grave
abuses of Palestinians in
Israeli detention.

An investigation pub-
lished by the United Nations
human rights office in
August described substanti-
ated reports of widespread
"torture, sexual assault and
rape, amid atrocious inhu-

mane conditions" in prisons
since the war began. The
UN office has also said
Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks could
amount to war crimes and
crimes against humanity.
The White House has called
the reports of torture, rape
and abuse in Israel's prisons
"deeply concerning." In
response to Reuters ques-
tions, the Israeli military
said it was investigating
several cases of alleged
abuse of Gazan detainees by
military personnel but "cate-
gorically" rejected allega-
tions of systematic abuse
within its detention facili-
ties.

The military declined to
comment on individual
cases. The Israel Prison
Service (IPS), which falls
under hard-right national
security minister Itamar
Ben-Gvir, and the country's
internal security service said
they were not in a position
to comment on individual
cases. "Terrorists in Israeli
prisons are granted super-
vised living conditions and
accommodations appropri-
ate for criminals," Ben
Gvir's office said in
response to Reuters ques-
tions, adding that the facili-
ties operate in accordance
with the law. "The 'summer
camp' is over," Ben Gvir's
office said. Tal Steiner,
executive director of the
Israeli rights group Public
Committee Against Torture
in Israel (PCATI), said the
symptoms the men recount-

ed were common and can
echo through victims' life-
times, often shattering their
families.

"Torture in Israeli prisons
has exploded since October
7. It will have and already
has had a devastating effect
on Palestinian society," said
Steiner. Speaking from his
hospital bed in July, a
severely emaciated Obaiyat
called the treatment of him-
self and fellow prisoners
"disgusting," showing scars
on his wasted legs and
describing isolation, hunger,
handcuffs and abuse with
metal rods, without giving
details. Photos of Obaiyat
taken before his incarcera-
tion show a powerfully-built
man.

On Dec. 19, Israel's High
Court ordered the state to
answer a petition brought by
rights groups about the lack
of adequate food for
Palestinian prisoners. Israel
has also reported mistreat-
ment of some of the 251 of
its citizens taken captive to
Gaza after the Hamas
attacks. A report by the
Israeli Health Ministry, pub-
lished said hostages were
subjected to torture, includ-
ing sexual and psychologi-
cal abuse. Hamas has
repeatedly denied abuse of
the hostages. Obaiyat is cur-
rently being held in a small
detention centre in Etzion,
south of Bethlehem, accord-
ing to the Palestinian
Prisoners' Club, an advoca-
cy group.

Palestinians released from Israeli
jails bear mental, physical scars

BERLIN (AP): The foreign
ministers of Germany,
France and Poland
expressed concern about
"the political crisis" in
Georgia, two days after for-
mer soccer player Mikheil
Kavelashvili was formally
inaugurated as president of
the South Caucasus nation,
cementing the ruling party's
grip in what the opposition
calls a blow to the country's
European Union aspira-
tions and a victory for for-
mer imperial ruler Russia.

"We strongly condemn
last week's violence against
peaceful protesters, media
and opposition leaders and
recall Georgian authorities'
responsibility to respect
human rights and protect
fundamental freedoms,
including the freedom to
assembly and media free-
dom," the three ministers
wrote in a joint statement.
In reaction to the Russia-
friendly course of the ruling
Georgian Dream party, the
three countries said they
would "implement the EU
decision on ending visa-
free travel for Georgian
diplomatic and service
passport holders and con-
sider additional measures
on EU and national level."

They also stressed that
"the political course of
repression and democratic

backsliding by the
Georgian Dream has in
reaction led to a downgrad-
ing of our relationship at
European and national level
and a reduction of our
assistance to and coopera-
tion with Georgia's authori-
ties." 

The Georgian Dream
party retained control of
Parliament in the South
Caucasus nation in the Oct.
26 election that the opposi-
tion alleges was rigged with
Moscow's help. The party
has vowed to continue
pushing toward accession
to the European Union but
also wants to "reset" ties
with Russia. Georgia's out-
going president and main
pro-Western parties have
boycotted the post-election
parliamentary sessions and
demanded a rerun of the
ballot.

Critics have accused the
Georgian Dream - estab-
lished by Bidzina
Ivanishvili, a shadowy bil-
lionaire who made his for-
tune in Russia - of becom-
ing increasingly authoritar-
ian and tilted toward
Moscow, accusations the
ruling party has denied. The
party recently pushed
through laws similar to
those used by the Kremlin
to crack down on freedom
of speech and LGBTQ+

rights. Georgian Dream's
decision last month to sus-
pend talks on their coun-
try's bid to join the EU
added to the opposition's
outrage and galvanized
protests.

"We reiterate our deter-
mination to support the
democratic and European
aspirations of the Georgian
people," Germany, France
and Poland stressed in their
joint statement. Thousands
of demonstrators have con-
verged on the parliament
building for weeks every
night after the government
announced the suspension
of EU accession talks on
Nov. 28. Riot police used
water cannons and tear gas
almost daily to disperse and
beat scores of protesters,
some of whom threw fire-
works at police officers and
built barricades on the cap-
ital's central boulevard.
Hundreds were detained
and over 100 were treated
for injuries.

Several journalists, who
were beaten by police,
accused authorities of using
thugs to deter people from
attending anti-government
rallies, a charge the
Georgian Dream party
denies. The crackdown has
drawn strong condemna-
tion from the United States
and EU officials.

Germany, France 
and Poland condemn
violence in Georgia

BELGRADE (AP): Instead of the tra-
ditional boisterous street partying on
New Year's Eve, tens of thousands of
protesters led by university students
gathered overnight in Belgrade and
other Serbian cities to demand politi-
cal reforms and justice in the Balkan
country.

The protesters have been actively
demonstrating following the tragic
collapse of a concrete canopy in the
northern city of Novi Sad's central
train station on Nov. 1, which result-
ed in 15 fatalities. The tragedy has
been attributed to corruption and sub-
standard construction practices by the
populist Serbian leadership, leading
to a widespread public outcry and
demands for accountability.

Students from various Belgrade
universities have organized the
protest under the slogan "There is No
New Year - You Still Owe Us for the
Old One." The loud crowd, chanting
"We Want Justice," went silent at
11:52 p.m. with 15 minutes to honor
the victims of the Novi Sad tragedy.
Many were holding banners with a
red handprint, which has become a
symbol of the antigovernment
protests, telling the authorities that
they have blood on their hands.

Earlier, they marched past a state-
sponsored concert where the crowd
danced to folk music tunes. Police
guarded the area where the concert
was taking place and set up metal
fences while directing the protesting
crowd to other streets nearby to avoid
contact between the two groups. The
antigovernment protesters empha-
sized that, despite the festive season,
their commitment to seeking justice
remains unwavering. The student-led
movement has garnered support from

various societal groups, including
professors, farmers and actors,
reflecting broader discontent with
autocratic President Aleksandar
Vucic's leadership.

Thousands of people also gathered
in Novi Sad and the southern city of
Nis for parallel gatherings also led by
university students in those cities. In
Belgrade, state-sponsored concerts
and other New Year celebrations were
organized in the city center and in a
newly built high-rise Belgrade
Waterfront neighborhood, which
Vucic has claimed is his own project
together with the United Arab
Emirates investors. Belgrade has
become a favorite partying destina-
tion for tourist on the New Year's Eve
celebrations with street partying and
huge fireworks.

The crowds in Belgrade braved
very cold weather and fog to join the
students. The New Year's Eve protest
comes just over a week after tens of

thousands rallied together with the
students in what was one of the
biggest gatherings in recent years in
the Serbian capital. Serbia's public
prosecutor indicted 13 people, includ-
ing a former minister, over the col-
lapse of the concrete canopy. 

The protesters say that is not
enough as the indictment does not
include charges of possible corrupt
deals during a renovation of the the
Novi Sad train station that was part
of a wider deal with Chinese com-
panies. Vucic earlier told pro-gov-
ernment Prva TV that all student
demands have been fulfilled. "I
have always been ready to talk, I
am asking them now but they won't
talk to me, they have no argu-
ments, the prosecutors fulfilled the
last of their demands, all docu-
ments they wanted have been pub-
lished and nothing happened,"
Vucic said, adding he won't be top-
pled by street protests. 

Thousands turn New Year
celebration into anti-govt

protest in Serbia

Xi says 
no one can

stop China’s
‘reunification’
with Taiwan

BEIJING (Reuters): No
one can stop China's
"reunification" with
Taiwan, Chinese President
Xi Jinping said in his New
Year's speech, laying down
a clear warning to what
Beijing regards as pro-
independence forces within
and outside of the island of
23 million people.

In the past year, Beijing
has stepped up military
pressure near Taiwan, send-
ing warships and planes
almost daily into the waters
and air space around the
island in what Taiwanese
officials view as a creeping
effort to "normalise"
China's military presence.
China regards democrati-
cally-governed Taiwan as
its own territory. But
Taiwan's government
rejects Beijing's claims and
says only its people can
decide their future and
Beijing ought to respect the
choice of the Taiwanese
people.

"The people on both
sides of the Taiwan Strait
are one family. No one can
sever our family bonds, and
no one can stop the histori-
cal trend of national reuni-
fication," Xi said in a
speech televised on China's
state broadcaster CCTV. In
his New Year's speech last
year, Xi said China's
"reunification" with
Taiwan is inevitable, and
that people on both sides
"should be bound by a
common sense of purpose
and share in the glory of the
rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation." Tensions have
remained high throughout
the year in the sensitive
Taiwan Strait, especially
after Lai Ching-te, deemed
a "separatist" by Beijing,
became the island's latest
president in May.

Earlier this month,
China staged a large mass-
ing of naval forces around
Taiwan and in the East and
South China Seas after Lai
stopped over in Hawaii and
the US territory of Guam
on a Pacific trip criticised
by Beijing. China, which
never renounced the use of
force to bring Taiwan under
its control, conducted two
rounds of war games
around the island this year,
saying they were warnings
against "separatist acts"
and vowed to take further
actions if needed. US arms
sales to Taiwan, allowed by
the Taiwan Relations Act,
have also continued to
strain Beijing's ties with
Washington. China has reg-
ularly warned the US
against any military ties
with Taiwan, and slapped
sanctions on military sup-
pliers and their executives.

Ecuador AG
confirms

bodies are
missing boys
GUAYAQUIL, Ecuador
(Reuters): Four bodies dis-
covered last week are a
group of boys reported
missing at the start of the
month, Ecuador's attorney
general's office said, as a
judge ordered detention for
16 military personnel while
their alleged role in the dis-
appearance is investigated.

The boys, aged between
11 and 15, went missing on
Dec. 8 from the Las
Malvinas neighborhood in
the coastal city of
Guayaquil. Their families
have said they went out to
play soccer. The case has
sparked outrage throughout
Ecuador, with protesters in
capital Quito and elsewhere
demanding answers about
what happened to the 
children.

President Daniel
Noboa's government has
deployed members of the
military to patrol streets
and assist law enforcement
efforts amid a crackdown
on crime, which has bat-
tered the country over the
last several years.
Commanders of Ecuador's
armed forces said last week
the children were detained
while allegedly committing
a robbery and subsequently
taken to a military base
before being released.
Genetic testing confirmed
the identity of the four bod-
ies, found on Dec. 24 in the
town of Taura, the attorney
general's office said on
social media.

The confirmation came
just after a judge in
Guayaquil ordered 16 mem-
bers of the air force be
detained while prosecutors
investigate their alleged par-
ticipation. The lawyer for
the military personnel said
he will appeal the ruling.
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Why we can be
more optimistic

about 2025

Z
AHA Hadid – the Iraqi-British
architect whose designs left an
indelible mark on a number of

cities, including Abu Dhabi – knew a
thing or two about looking to the
future. Born in 1950, a time when the
republics of the Arab world were
teeming with new ideas, she told an
interviewer in 2012 that when growing
up in Iraq, “there was an unbroken
belief in progress and a great sense of
optimism”.

Today, as the Middle East and the
wider world enter the 26th year of the
new millennium, it would be understand-
able if many people did not share
Hadid’s confidence. Our changing global
climate, rising wealth inequality and col-
lection of deadly armed conflicts are just
some of the urgent challenges that paint
a picture of a world in deep crisis.

However, there are several realistic
reasons to be more optimistic about
2025, and thousands of people around
the world have found them. A recent 33-
country study carried out by pollster
Ipsos found that despite a pervasive cost
of living crisis, political polarisation and
continuing wars, 71 per cent of respon-
dents said they were optimistic that 2025
will be better than the year just gone.
Although two thirds of respondents said
2024 was a bad year for their country,
this was the lowest figure since 2019.

In the Middle East, such optimism is
coupled with a brighter economic out-
look. A report published on Monday by
the Middle East Council on Global
Affairs said that the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund were both
projecting an increase in growth in most
regional economies this year. In addition,
the World Bank says growth in Gulf
countries is expected to strengthen to 4.2
per cent this year, up from 1.9 per cent in
2024. And yesterday, The National
reported that robust growth, economic
diversification plans and strong investor
demand for initial public offerings in the
Gulf is set to continue driving new list-
ings in 2025 and beyond. In societal
terms, such economic optimism trans-
lates into investment and jobs, offering
people more opportunities and security.

Other parts of the world are also look-
ing to 2025 with some anticipation, with
many parts of the Global South growing
in confidence. The Ipsos survey found
that more than 80 per cent of respondents
in Indonesia and China – two important
countries in an increasingly multi-polar
world – were optimistic about this year.
Several emerging economies are also
more confident than western nations
about the chance of ending ongoing
wars. While there was a drop of 10 per-
centage points in the number of
Australians who thought the war in
Ukraine can be resolved this year,
Malaysians revealed growing optimism
that it could be. In addition, more than
half – 55 per cent – of respondents in
India were hopeful of a more peaceful
Middle East.

Indeed, despite the collective failure to
end the suffering seen in many wars, and
the ongoing occupation and suffering of
Palestine, many people retain a strong
moral conscience about the need for such
conflicts to end. Culturally, many artists
remain undaunted by the challenge and
work tirelessly to highlight injustice. A
collection of 11 stories about Gaza creat-
ed by female Palestinian filmmakers for
the Connecther film competition in the
US is just one example.

The “unbroken belief in progress” of
which Hadid spoke will be sorely tested
by the many challenges that lie ahead in
the coming months. However, neither
naivety nor fatalism are options. When it
comes to building a better world in 2025,
humanity has to be confident that it is
still the master of its own fate.

2
025 should be a piv-
otal year for South-
East Asia – at least

according to Anwar
Ibrahim, Prime Minister
of Malaysia, which has
just taken over as chair
of the Association of
South-East Asian
Nations.

The group of 10 coun-
tries is likely to admit a
new member for the first
time since 1999, if Timor-
Leste gets the go-ahead,
thus “expanding the com-
munity to encompass the
entirety of geographical
South-East Asia”, as Mr
Anwar put it in a recent
essay. He also wrote that
the region of more than
660 million people is on
the brink of “a second ren-
aissance that benefits all”,
based on a strategic long-
term plan, the Asean
Community Vision 2045.

To do so, Asean must
build “a rules-based
regional order … that not
only safeguards prosperity
but also enhances South-
East Asia’s stability while
navigating tensions
between great powers”.

Mr Anwar listed as key
pillars the necessity to pre-
serve both strategic auton-
omy and Asean unity; end-
ing the civil war in
Myanmar; distancing
Asean from the “excesses
of unchecked capitalism”
and “the distorting influ-
ence of state-subsidised
trade from outside pow-
ers”; engaging more
deeply with Asean-plus
partners in the Asia
Pacific, as well as the
Brics group (several Asean
members are already offi-
cially Brics partners), and
more widely, specifically
mentioning the Asean-
GCC-China summit due to
take place this year; and
influencing, rather than
just participating in, the
global economy, gover-
nance and cultural narra-
tives.

Mr Anwar’s aims are
ambitious, but not unex-
pected.

Malaysia has a history
of being a highly active
chair of Asean, as I saw
first-hand as a senior fel-
low at the national think
tank the last time the coun-

try was the group’s chair,
in 2015. That year the
Asean Economic
Community was declared,
which envisioned the
region as a single market
and production base, with
a free flow of goods, serv-
ices, investments, capital
and labour.

One senior official even
suggested the group
change its name to “the
Asean Community” to
mark the importance of the
change, just as the
European Economic
Community had become
the European Community
in 1993 with the launch of
its single market.

All of this, however,
will (or won’t) take place
against an uncertain back-
drop. Just what will the
incoming US administra-
tion’s policies be concern-
ing China? President-elect
Donald Trump has threat-
ened to put tariffs of up to
60 per cent on all imports
to America from China.
But the region knows well,
as independent
Singapore’s founding
father, Lee Kuan Yew,
used to say: “When ele-
phants fight, the grass suf-
fers.”

Countries including
Malaysia, Vietnam and
Thailand benefitted from
the first Trump administra-
tion’s trade war with
China, as factories relocat-
ed to create new supply
chains. But Mr Trump’s
second White House will
be filled with hawks who
are well aware of these
“workarounds”. Asean
countries fear both being
cracked down on them-
selves and the wider impli-
cations of new and escalat-
ing rounds of tit for tat –
for Beijing is ready with its
own retaliation if Mr
Trump goes through with
his threat.

“Protectionism and
trade wars lead only to
recession, conflict and
poverty,” Vietnamese

President Luong Cuong
warned at an Apec summit
in November. “Now more
than ever it’s critical to
transcend the zero-sum
game mindset and guard
against nationalism skew-
ing policy decisions.”

Good luck with per-
suading Maga partisans of
that. There may, however,
be reasons for cautious
optimism. Chinese offi-
cials and organs are going
out of their way to be con-
ciliatory to Mr Trump and
underline the gains to be
made from “win-win co-
operation” rather than pur-
suing “vicious competi-
tion”, as an editorial in the
China Daily put it yester-
day.

“Dialogue and coopera-
tion remain the only right
choice for the two coun-
tries,” it argued, pointing
out that: “The total trade
between China and the US
has exceeded $660 billion.
Over 70,000 American
companies are doing busi-
ness in China, earning a
profit of $50 billion annu-
ally. In terms of employ-
ment, exports to China
alone support 930,000 jobs
in the US. Chinese prod-
ucts have not only offered
American customers more
choices, but also lowered
costs for them, and
Chinese investment has
not only created more jobs
in the US, but also bol-
stered local economies.”

In a recent interview
Victor Gao, vice president
of the Centre for China and
Globalisation in Beijing,
and a very eloquent and
persuasive proponent for
his country, praised Mr
Trump’s victory and his
bearing after the attempted
assassination on him. He
said that, “in my view
there is no competition
between the US and
China”, explaining that
would only be the case if
one was trying to impose
its system of governance
on the other.

Mr Gao argued that tar-
iffs would only hurt the
American people, and said
if there were worries about
Taiwan, should it reunify
with the mainland, there
was no reason why the
island should not be turned

into a giant free trade zone,
with China guaranteeing
continued exports to the
US of “semi-conductor
chips of all kinds”.

We can’t know if these
placatory expressions will
persuade Mr Trump. But I
do think his unprecedented
invitation for Chinese
President Xi Jinping to
attend his inauguration
was a very welcome ges-
ture, even if Mr Xi is
unlikely to go.

South-East Asian lead-
ers realise the importance
America’s incoming presi-
dent places on one-to-one
relations. Several were
effusive with their praise
after his election win.

Malaysia’s Mr Anwar
told him it was a “remark-
able political comeback
and victory”. Philippine
President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr said: “I know
that his robust leadership
will result in a better future
for all of us.” Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Manet
told Mr Trump: “Under
your wise leadership, I am
confident that the indis-
pensable US role in pro-
moting stability, security
and prosperity will be fur-
ther strengthened.”
Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto went
one better and filmed him-
self phoning Mr Trump to
offer his congratulations.

All will need to contin-
ue to appeal not just to the
transactional side of Mr
Trump, but also to the
sunny, more joyful aspect
of his nature which is
there, even if his critics
refuse to accept it exists.
For a trade war between
the two elephants wouldn’t
just flatten South-East
Asia’s “grass”, it could
derail ambitions and lead
to devastating fractures,
rather than unity, in the
region.

So avoiding one is cru-
cial. The “second renais-
sance” Mr Anwar hopes
for depends on it.

A Trump trade war
with China would

be very bad for
South-East Asia

Sholto Byrnes

I
N the complex politi-
cal landscape of
Pakistan, the role of

the Speaker of the
National Assembly is cru-
cial in maintaining par-
liamentary decorum and
ensuring a balance
between opposing fac-
tions. Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
a seasoned parliamentar-
ian, has emerged as a piv-
otal figure in bridging the
gaps between the opposi-
tion and ruling parties.
His statesmanship,
impartiality, and com-
mitment to democratic
values have earned him
widespread respect
across the political spec-
trum, making him a sym-
bol of unity in turbulent
times.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq's
journey in politics is close-
ly intertwined with the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), where he
has consistently upheld the
party's principles while
demonstrating a unique
ability to engage construc-
tively with political oppo-
nents. His tenure as
Speaker during his first
term was marked by sever-
al challenges, most notably
when the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) sub-
mitted en masse resigna-
tions from the National
Assembly. At that time,
Pakistan was navigating a
highly charged political
environment. 

Ayaz Sadiq handled the
crisis with remarkable
composure, employing a
blend of constitutional wis-
dom and political tact.
Instead of escalating the
tensions, he facilitated dia-
logue and worked diligent-
ly to ensure that the sancti-
ty of the Parliament was
upheld. His approach high-

lighted his dedication to
democratic processes and
showcased his potential as
a mediator.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq's
ability to build trust across
party lines has been a
defining feature of his
political career. Leaders
from the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI), PTI,
and other opposition par-
ties have often expressed
their confidence in his
impartiality. His leadership
style, characterized by
inclusivity and respect for
diverse viewpoints, has
enabled him to foster a cul-
ture of collaboration even
in the face of intense polit-
ical rivalry. 

This respect is not only
a testament to his personal
integrity but also an
acknowledgment of his
efforts to prioritize national
interests over partisan
agendas.

In his current tenure as
Speaker, Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq faces the formidable
task of navigating a deeply
polarized political land-
scape. 

The growing rift
between the government
and the PTI threatens the
stability of Pakistan's dem-
ocratic institutions and
poses significant chal-
lenges to the country's eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment. Recognizing the
urgency of the situation,
Ayaz Sadiq has taken on
the role of a mediator,
striving to bring both sides
to the negotiating table.
His reputation as a fair and
credible interlocutor places
him in a unique position to
achieve a breakthrough in
the impasse.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq's
efforts to bridge the divide
are not just about preserv-
ing parliamentary deco-
rum; they are also about
safeguarding the broader
interests of Pakistan. 

The country stands at a
critical juncture, facing
economic challenges,
social unrest, and external
pressures. In such times,
political stability and col-
lective action are impera-
tive for progress. Sadiq's
calls for dialogue and rec-
onciliation aim to create an
environment where all
stakeholders can work
together to address these
pressing issues.

The respect Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq commands across
party lines is a rare and
invaluable asset in
Pakistani politics. His abil-
ity to engage with leaders
from different ideological
backgrounds, combined
with his unwavering com-
mitment to democratic
principles, makes him a
key figure in efforts to
restore political harmony. 

His efforts to bring the
government and PTI
together are not just about
resolving a political dead-
lock; they are about foster-
ing a culture of collabora-
tion that can pave the way
for sustainable develop-
ment. The potential for
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq to suc-
ceed in this endeavor lies
in his deep understanding
of the political dynamics
and his proven track record
as a mediator. His leader-
ship during the PTI resig-
nations crisis demonstrated
his capacity to handle com-
plex situations with grace
and efficacy. 

Today, as Pakistan grap-

ples with economic chal-
lenges and the need for
political unity, his role is
more critical than ever. By
bringing the government
and PTI to the table, Ayaz
Sadiq could help establish
a framework for coopera-
tion that prioritizes the
nation's interests over indi-
vidual ambitions.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq's
efforts to promote dialogue
reflect his belief in the
power of consensus to
drive progress. His vision
for a united political front
is not just about overcom-
ing immediate challenges;
it is about laying the
groundwork for a demo-
cratic culture where differ-
ences are resolved through
discussion rather than dis-
cord. 

His emphasis on mutual
respect and shared goals
resonates with the aspira-
tions of the Pakistani peo-
ple, who yearn for stability,
prosperity, and a brighter
future.

In conclusion, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq stands as a bea-
con of hope in Pakistan's
turbulent political arena.
His ability to command
respect from all sides, cou-
pled with his dedication to
democratic values, posi-
tions him as a key player in
efforts to foster political
reconciliation. 

His leadership is a
reminder that dialogue and
cooperation, rather than
confrontation, are the paths
to a stronger and more
prosperous Pakistan. 

At a time when the
nation faces daunting chal-
lenges, Ayaz Sadiq's efforts
to build bridges offer a
roadmap for unity,
progress, and the realiza-
tion of Pakistan's true
potential.

The trusted mediator:
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq's legacy
in bridging political gaps

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

C
HINA and the
United States
recently signed a

protocol to extend the 45-
year-old Agreement
Between the United States
and China on Cooperation
in Science and Technology
for additional five years.

The international commu-
nity widely welcomes the
renewal of the agreement.
They believe that sci-tech
cooperation between China
and the US not only serves
the interests of both peoples
but also facilitates their joint
efforts in addressing global
challenges.

This once again demon-
strates that China-US coop-
eration can lead to fruitful
results that are beneficial to
both countries and the rest of
the world.

Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations 45 years
ago, China-US relations
have gone through the tests
of winds and rains but have
largely sustained a positive
momentum.

From the "Ping-Pong
Diplomacy" that broke the
ice of bilateral relations to
the group "Kuliang Friends"
that continued the legacy of
friendship, each small step of
"harmony" and "coopera-
tion" between China and the
US has injected impetus into
the historical development of
their relationship.

Over the past four years,
China-US relations have
gone through ups and downs,
but the two sides have also
been engaged in dialogue
and cooperation. The rela-
tionship has remained stable
on the whole.

Facts have proved that
when the two countries treat
each other as partners and
seek common ground while
shelving differences, their
relationship will make con-
siderable progress. But if
they regard each other as
rivals and pursue vicious

competition,
they will roil
the relationship or even set it
back.

To steer China-US rela-
tions to the right course and
foster a stable, sustainable
and productive China-US
relationship, it is necessary
to draw inspiration from the
past experiences and grasp
the general direction of bilat-
eral cooperation.

The interests of China and
the US have been closely
intertwined. Win-win coop-
eration is a defining feature
of bilateral relations, and dia-
logue and cooperation
remain the only right choice
for the two countries.

The total trade between
China and the US has
exceeded $660 billion. Over
70,000 American companies
are doing business in China,
earning a profit of $50 billion
annually. In terms of
employment, exports to
China alone support 930,000
jobs in the US. Chinese prod-
ucts have not only offered
American customers more
choices, but also lowered
costs for them, and Chinese
investment has not only cre-
ated more jobs in the US, but
also bolstered local
economies. Around two-
thirds of Qualcomm's global
revenue and a quarter of
Intel's global revenue come
from the Chinese market.
Out of Apple's 200 major
suppliers worldwide, over 80
percent have set up factories
in China. Tesla alone
accounted for 28.6 percent of
China's new energy vehicle
exports last year. These
examples illustrate the vast
potential for China-US coop-
eration. The two countries
stand to gain mutual benefits
and win-win outcomes from
cooperation.

The two sides should
expand the list of coopera-
tion and make a bigger pie of
cooperation based on their

complemen-
tary advan-

tages. The success of one
side should be an opportuni-
ty rather than a challenge for
the other, and one's achieve-
ment should help rather than
hinder the development of
the other.

The world economy is
facing many difficulties and
challenges, and each country
faces its own set of chal-
lenges. The right choice is to
build an open world econo-
my through cooperation.
Neither decoupling nor sup-
ply-chain disruption is the
solution. "Small yard, high
fences" is not what a major
country should do.

History and facts have
proved that tariff war, trade
war, and tech war are against
the trend of history and laws
of economies. Imposing
restrictions or engaging in
unilateralism and protection-
ism will inevitably disrupt
normal trade cooperation
and the stability of industrial
and supply chains.

It is a clear-cut choice that
China and the US should
choose cooperation over
confrontation, and win-win
cooperation over zero-sum
games. Former US Treasury
Secretary Larry Summers
recently said that centuries of
economic studies and past
practical experiences have
shown that for major
economies, initiating a glob-
al trade war is a highly detri-
mental choice.

China's foreign policy is
open and transparent. It is
focused on managing its own
affairs well to bring better
lives to its people. While
realizing its own develop-
ment, it is also ready to work
with other countries for com-
mon development and to
jointly build a community
with a shared future for
mankind.

China's policy toward the
US is highly stable and con-

sistent. Its goal of a stable,
healthy and sustainable
China-US relationship
remains unchanged; its com-
mitment to mutual respect,
peaceful coexistence and
win-win cooperation as prin-
ciples for handling China-
US relations remains
unchanged; its position of
resolutely safeguarding
China's sovereignty, security
and development interests
remains unchanged; and its
desire to carry forward the
traditional friendship
between the Chinese and
American peoples remains
unchanged.

The one-China principle
and the three China-US joint
communiques are the politi-
cal foundation of China-US
relations. They must be
observed. The Taiwan ques-
tion, democracy and human
rights, China's path and sys-
tem, and China's develop-
ment right are four red lines
for China. They must not be
challenged. These are the
most important guardrails
and safety nets for China-US
relations. Misjudging China-
US relations and misinter-
preting China's development
will mislead the people of
both countries and the inter-
national community, result-
ing in more harm than good.
The US should view China
and its development in a pos-
itive and rational light, so as
to maintain a right strategic
perception, which is funda-
mental to the China-US rela-
tionship, just like the first
button of a shirt that must be
put right. Both China and the
US are great nations, and
cooperation between them is
a noble endeavor. The US
should work with China in
the same direction to find a
right way for the two coun-
tries with different civiliza-
tions, systems, and paths to
coexist in peace and achieve
common development on
this planet.

China, US should expand list and
make bigger pie of cooperation

Zhong Sheng

We can’t know if these placatory expressions
will persuade Mr Trump. But I do think his

unprecedented invitation for Chinese President
Xi Jinping to attend his inauguration was a

very welcome gesture, even if Mr Xi is unlikely
to go. South-East Asian leaders realise the
importance America’s incoming president

places on one-to-one relations. Several were
effusive with their praise after his election win.

Malaysia’s Mr Anwar told him it was a
“remarkable political comeback and victory”.

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr said:
“I know that his robust leadership will result in

a better future for all of us.”
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S
YRIA is not Idlib.
Syria’s new rulers,
dominated by Hay’at

Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),
have yet to learn that Syria
is far more commanding,
complex and complicated
than Idlib, one of the
smaller provinces. Idlib
had a population of 2.9
million, of whom 1.9 mil-
lion were internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs), out
of a total Syrian popula-
tion of 24.7 million. As
Idlib’s residents are large-
ly Sunni and conservative,
HTS did not have to mod-
erate its fundamentalist
culture and impositions to
win a measure of public
acceptance. HTS dealt
harshly with detractors
and dissidents and mar-
ginalised communities
which did not accept its
diktat.

HTS could count on
allied Turkish military mus-
cle and political and eco-
nomic resources to prop up
the National Salvation
Government which adminis-
tered Idlib as an authoritari-
an, technocratic, Islamic
state. It provided education,
police, and services and col-
lected taxes. Idlib had 24-
hour electricity because
Turkey connected Idlib to its
power grid and replaced the
weak Syrian currency with
the Turkish lira. Without
Turkey HTS would never
have been able to topple the
Assad government.

Although the leading fac-
tion, HTS has to assert com-
mand and control over all
others. To achieve this end,
HTS must unite its militia
partners to prevent infight-
ing and the fracturing of the
country into fiefdoms ruled
by squabbling warlords.
Last week, HTS’s com-
mander Ahmed al-Sharaa
(formerly Abu Mohammed
al-Jolani) announced that
faction heads had agreed
they would disband and
merge under the new
Defence Ministry. While he
did not name them, he said
there was “no faction that
did not agree.” However, he
left out Turkey’s Syrian
National Army (SNA) and
the US-protected Kurdish-
led Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF).

The SNA and the Turkish
army hold the northwest
Afrin district plus the border
towns of al-Bab, Azaz,
Manbij, Jarabulus, Rajo, Tal
Abyad and Ras al-Ayn.
These areas have been des-
ignated as a “safe Zone” by
Ankara.

The SDF controls and
administers territory in the
northeast which amounts to
25 per cent of Syria. The

dominant Kurds call it
“Rojava.” This strategic
region is a rich agricultural
area containing three dams
and Syria’s oil wells The
SNA and SDF create a
dilemma for the HTS. The
SNA is allied to Turkey
while the SDF is backed by
the US which the HTS sees
as its key to securing inter-
national recognition. The
SNA and SDF are sworn
enemies and have frequently
clashed in the border zone.

Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan seeks to defeat and
disband the SDF, which he
regards as an offshoot of the
insurgent Turkish Kurdish
Workers Party and put an
end to Syrian Kurdish auton-
omy. So far, he has been
thwarted in this ambition by
the US which has deployed
at least 2,000 troops in the
Kurdish area. However, dur-
ing his first term as president
Donald Trump threatened to
withdraw US troops and
could act on this threat after
he re-enters the White
House on January 20th. He
admires the Turkish leader.

Erdogan stated on
December 25th, “The sepa-
ratist murderers [Kurds] will
either bid farewell to their
weapons, or they will be
buried in Syrian lands along
with their weapons. We will
eradicate the terrorist organ-
isation that is trying to
weave a wall of blood
between us and our Kurdish
siblings.”

He vehemently opposes
and is willing to use force to
prevent the emergence of a
recognised Kurdish
autonomous region in Syria
like that in northern Iraq as
this is precisely what the
Turkish Kurds have been
fighting for over four
decades.

While in the north and the
northeast enmity between
Turkey and Syria’s Kurds
constitutes the greatest risk
of renewed warfare in Syria,
the lack of civil order is
undermining HTS assur-
ances to minority groups and
secularists. HTS has only
around 25,000 fighters
deployed in Syria’s main
cities where the civilian
authorities are also under-
manned. Syrians dwelling in
towns, villages, and the
countryside remain vulnera-
ble to lawless gangs and
criminals.

Following incidents of
intimidation against
Christians, the December
23rd torching of a Christmas
tree by masked men in the
Christian-majority town of
Suqaylabiyah, near the city
of Hama, sparked public

protests in Damascus and
across the country. Defiant
Christians responded by
planting a cross on the place
where the tree stood.

The arsonists were
reported to be foreigners
which HTS leader Sharaa
said would be punished. So
far, they have not been
apprehended.

On the 25th, 14 members
of Syria’s HTS-Interior
Ministry forces were killed
when trying to arrest an ex-
regime army officer. They
were attacked by supporters
of former President Bashar
al-Assad in the coastal
province of Tartus where
there is a substantial Alawite
community. Alawites — the
small sect to which the
Assads belong — have been
beaten, kidnapped, and
killed since HTS took
power, an Alawite shrine has
been desecrated, and the
mausoleum of late President
Hafez al-Assad in his natal
Latakia village has been set
on fire.

These incidents have
been magnified by being
widely posted on social
media which is well devel-
oped in Syria due to Bashar
al-Assad. He headed the
Syrian Computer Society
before he became president.

Meanwhile in the south,
although Sharaa has tried to
avoid confrontation with
Israel, Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu
ordered troops to seize the
UN-monitored Golan buffer
zone and the summit of
Jebal Shaikh (Mount
Hermon) that commands the
approach to Damascus.
Israel has also carried out
heavy airstrikes on Syrian
army bases and arsenal,
leaving Syria unable to
defend itself against its
aggressive neighbours,
Erdogan and Netanyahu.
They have conflicting politi-
co-military objectives in
Syria and will do their
utmost to realise their goals
— at Syria’s expense.

Erdogan and Netanyahu
seek to shore up their flag-
ging rule in challenging
times. Erdogan wants the 2.9
million Syrian refugees liv-
ing in Turkey to go home as
they are unpopular with
Turks, and he is blamed for
welcoming them.
Netanyahu is opening a new
front with Syria to distract
Israelis from the never-end-
ing war on Gaza. Due to his
refusal to agree to a ceasefire
and end the Gaza war, 100
Israeli captives share the fate
of Palestinians who are
bombed day and night and
deprived of water, food, and
medicine and driven from
one unsafe place to another.

HTS must unite partners to
curb infighting

Michael Jansen

E
VEN by the turbu-
lent standards of
the Middle East,

2024 was earth-shatter-
ing in Gaza, Syria,
Lebanon and the West
Bank. In Gaza, tens of
thousands were killed
and millions made home-
less. Impunity for war
crimes and crimes
against humanity
emboldened perpetrators
to commit ever more
gruesome atrocities. In
Syria, Bashar Assad was
forced to flee after a dis-
astrous 24-year rule
capped by a bloody 13-
year civil war. In
Lebanon, Israel decimat-
ed Hezbollah’s leader-
ship and weakened its
grip on power. Consistent
with Israel’s indiscrimi-
nate battle doctrine,
there was a huge civilian
toll.

The most catastrophic
event in 2024 was the
killing fields of Gaza and
this looks set to continue
into 2025. More than
45,000 Palestinians have
been killed there since
October 2023, mostly
women and children.
About 100,000 more have
been injured, some
maimed. Many others are
missing or buried under
the rubble of their
destroyed homes.

In October, the World
Health Organization esti-
mated that more than 6
percent of Gaza’s popula-
tion of 2.3 million had
been either killed or
injured.

The UN estimates that
nearly 70 percent of
Gaza’s water and sanita-
tion plants have been
destroyed or damaged.
That includes all five of
the territory’s wastewater
treatment facilities, plus
desalination plants,
sewage pumping stations,
wells and reservoirs.
Nearly all of Gaza’s inhab-
itants have been forcibly
displaced, some multiple
times.

Having taken control of
all entry points into the
Gaza Strip, Israel has
severely impeded the flow
of aid. For example, out of
the 91 attempts the UN
made to deliver aid to the
besieged north of Gaza
between Oct. 6 and Nov.
25, 82 were denied and
nine impeded. The condi-
tions for survival are
diminishing for the 65,000
to 75,000 people estimated
to remain in the north.
Starvation has already
taken a toll in many parts
of Gaza and famine is
looming.

In addition to
deliberately starv-
ing the Palestinians of
Gaza and forcibly displac-
ing them en masse, which
are war crimes under the
Geneva Conventions,
Israel has engaged in other
grave breaches of interna-
tional humanitarian law,
including indiscriminate
bombing and the targeting
of unarmed civilians, hos-
pitals, schools, refugee
camps and shelters. It is
for these and other war
crimes and crimes against
humanity that the
International Criminal
Court in November issued
warrants to arrest Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his former
Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant.

The Israeli government,
led by Netanyahu and pop-
ulated by some of the
basest ministers Israel and
the region have ever had,
engaged in this genocidal
campaign because it was
assured by the full support
of the US. Although the
Biden administration fre-
quently voiced disagree-
ment with some of
Netanyahu’s extreme tac-
tics, it continued to support
him materially and shield
him from UN censure.

President Joe Biden, the
consummate politician
who has spent more than
50 years in politics, failed
to use his tremendous
leverage to temper Israel’s
unhinged behavior in
Gaza, let alone bring a halt
to the war. His administra-
tion also failed to persuade
Israel to allow aid to flow
to starving Palestinians.

It was argued that it
would be difficult for
Biden to discipline Israel
during the US election
campaign. But once the
elections were over, the
administration continued
its lackadaisical approach
of letting Israel off the
hook every time the UN
tried to improve the situa-
tion inside Gaza.

Many have argued that
Biden still has enough time
and power to do the right
thing before he leaves
office on Jan. 20. Jonah
Blank, now with the
RAND Corporation,
served for 10 years as a
Biden adviser. He wrote
that there are three steps
Biden could take during
his final weeks in office
that would “mitigate
Palestinian suffering and
preserve the possibility of
a two-state solution —
which would also be the
best way to solidify
Israel’s security in the long

run.”
First, he should recog-

nize Palestinian statehood.
Second, he should sponsor
a resolution on a two-state
solution at the UN Security
Council. Third, he should
enforce existing US legis-
lation on arms transfers.
These three actions are
within Biden’s executive
authority and could change
the course of the crisis in
the Middle East, “which is
hurtling toward catastro-
phe,” as Blank made clear.

Such actions could sal-
vage Biden’s legacy, which
is now marred not only by
the failure of his Middle
East policy but also his
contribution to the
Democratic Party losing
the presidential and con-
gressional elections. This
was one of the most piv-
otal moments of 2024.

According to US elec-
tion experts, Biden’s initial
insistence on running for
reelection, against the bet-
ter judgment of
Democratic Party elders,
led to that loss. After his
disastrous performance in
the presidential debate
with Donald Trump, Biden
was urged to relinquish his
bid for a second term. He
reluctantly agreed, but it
was too late to salvage the
Democratic Party’s elec-
tion campaign.

The Democrats blamed
him for their resounding
defeat as the Republicans,
led by Trump, trounced
them everywhere to get
what might be called — in
the language of racing — a
trifecta or even a superfec-
ta. Republicans convinc-
ingly flipped the White
House and the Senate and
retained their majority in
the House of
Representatives. They
already had a solid majori-
ty in the Supreme Court,
thus rounding out the exec-
utive, legislative and judi-
cial branches of govern-
ment. From Jan. 20, they
will be in a position to
change the face of the fed-
eral government for a long
time.

For at least the next four
years, America’s allies,
partners and adversaries
need to deal with this
changed landscape in
Washington. But for the
next few weeks, Biden is
in control and he can make
history if he chooses to do
so. A permanent ceasefire
is needed in Gaza to start
the process of rebuilding
and reunifying the Strip
with the West Bank under
the Palestinian Authority,

instead of break-
away factions.

In addition to the Gaza
war, there are other crises
that the White House needs
to address during the
weeks leading up to
Trump’s inauguration to
make sure that there are no
gaps in US regional policy
on the changing of the
guard at the White House
and Congress. They
include the West Bank,
Lebanon, Syria and
Yemen. Fortunately, in
each of these four crises,
there is consensus on what
needs to be done and
UNSC resolutions to go
by.

First and most urgent is
the crisis in the West Bank,
where the Israeli govern-
ment and settlers have
increased their attacks on
Palestinians with the clear
aim of driving them off
their land. Hundreds of
Palestinians have been
killed and their homes and
farms destroyed or burned
down.

Clearly, the only way to
defuse the West Bank cri-
sis is through ending the
occupation and establish-
ing a Palestinian state.
Already, about 150 coun-
tries have recognized
Palestine as a state and
there is a clear consensus
on the parameters of this
solution in UN resolutions
and the Arab Peace
Initiative.

In September, Saudi
Arabia, together with
Norway, the Arab League
and the EU, launched the
Global Alliance for the
Implementation of the
Two-State Solution. The
first meeting of the
alliance was held in
Riyadh on Oct. 30 and
attended by 90 states and
organizations, while the
second meeting was held
in Brussels on Nov. 28 and
the third is planned for
January in Oslo. The US
took part in these meetings
and expressed support for
the alliance. It needs to do
more to persuade Israel to
join.

Second, in Lebanon, the
agreement of a 60-day
temporary ceasefire was a
good start, but it needs to
be solidified by the imple-
mentation of UNSC
Resolution 1701 of 2006,
which called for the with-
drawal of all forces, save
for the UN Interim Force
in Lebanon and the
Lebanese security forces,
from Lebanese territory
south of the Litani River.

Third, the surprise
attack in late November by
Turkiye-backed Syrian

groups on Aleppo and the
surrounding areas ended in
Assad’s ouster and the
installation of a new
Islamist government in
Damascus. In large part,
the attack was motivated
by the impasse in the UN
and Arab League-mediated
political process.

In December 2015, the
UNSC unanimously adopt-
ed Resolution 2254, which
set forth a roadmap to
resolve the crisis in Syria.
Talks over its implementa-
tion stalled because the
Assad regime stopped
cooperating with UN
Special Envoy Gere
Pederson. Instead, the civil
war raged, claiming the
lives of hundreds of thou-
sands and leaving half of
Syria’s population home-
less.

In May 2023, the Arab
League reached an agree-
ment in Amman with the
Assad regime to resume
the political process, but it
later ignored the Arab
League’s pleas to live up to
that agreement.

The weakening of
Assad’s close allies, Iran
and Hezbollah, and preoc-
cupation of Russia,
Assad’s third ally, con-
tributed to the decision by
the militants to launch
their successful blitz. In
October, Assad’s forces
again bombed the rebel-
held Idlib province, proba-
bly hastening their deci-
sion to mount their coun-
terattack.

Things in Syria are now
in flux, but the new rulers
appear to be eager to reas-
sure Syrians and the out-
side world that they intend
to have an inclusive gov-
ernment focused on
rebuilding Syria’s devas-
tated economy.

Fourth, in Yemen, the
UN-led peace process has
also stalled, as the Houthis
have chosen to improve
their political standing by
disrupting international
maritime trade and attack-
ing ships. Here too, there is
a clear UNSC resolution
(No. 2216 of 2015, which
was adopted under Chapter
VII of the UN Charter) that
sets out the main parame-
ters for a peaceful resolu-
tion of the conflict.

To its credit, the Biden
administration has been
working on all these
issues. But time is of the
essence. It needs to take
advantage of its remaining
days in office to finish at
least some of them, so as to
hand over to the new
administration a coherent
response.

— Arab News

Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg

How to bring the region
closer to peace in 2025

T
HE Palestinian
people have this
week lost one of

the most outspoken
champions of their
cause. Jimmy Carter,
the 39th president of the
US, died on Sunday at
the age of 100. Carter
will be remembered as a
man of integrity and
courage. His readiness
to move away from the
more orthodox foreign
policy line adopted by
both Democrats and
Republicans back in the
1970s over the Arab-
Israeli conflict triggered
fundamental shifts in
how the world later
approached that con-
flict, with the plight of
the Palestinians as its
core.

Carter’s life embodied
the American dream,
while transcending it
through his dedication to
global service. His one
term as president (1977-
1981), even though he
was often criticized dur-
ing his tenure, yielded
lasting diplomatic tri-
umphs, most notably the
Camp David Accords
between Israel and Egypt
— an achievement that
earned him respect as a
peacemaker long after he
left office.

Carter, who had no for-
eign policy experience
prior to his 1976 presi-
dential victory, oversaw
one of the most important
and complex US diplo-
matic interventions ever
to resolve a significant
aspect of the conflict:
ending the state of war
between Egypt and Israel.
Those agreements paved
the way for future US-
sponsored peace talks
between Israel and the
Palestinians, culminating
in the signing of the Oslo
Accords in 1993, which
would be followed by a
peace deal between

Jordan and Israel.
Carter’s commitment

to peace and justice knew
no bounds. Though con-
troversial, his advocacy
for Palestinian rights and
criticism of Israeli poli-
cies reflected his unwa-
vering commitment to
human rights and justice,
regardless of political
cost.

His 2002 Nobel Peace
Prize recognized his
diplomatic achievements
and his lifelong dedica-
tion to advancing human
dignity and peace.
Throughout his life,
Carter maintained a repu-
tation for integrity that
stood as a beacon in
American public life. His
plainspoken manner and
modest lifestyle reflected
his belief that true great-
ness lies in serving oth-
ers. Even as he faced crit-
icism for his political
positions, few questioned
his sincerity or commit-
ment to his principles.

Carter’s commitment
to the Palestinian issue
extended beyond his pres-
idency and covered most
of his post-presidential
career. During his time in
office and over the fol-
lowing decades, Carter
brought unprecedented
diplomatic attention to
the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, leaving an
indelible mark on Middle
East peace efforts.

His crowning achieve-
ment was the 1978 Camp
David Accords, as he
skillfully mediated nego-
tiations between Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat
and Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin. While
the accords primarily
focused on normalizing
Egyptian-Israeli relations
and returning the Sinai
Peninsula to Egypt, they
also established a frame-
work for addressing
Palestinian rights and

autonomy. However, the
provisions regarding
Palestinian self-determi-
nation remained notably
vague and fell short of
Palestinian aspirations for
statehood.Carter was
committed to acknowl-
edging Palestinian rights
throughout his adminis-
tration, stressing the
importance of including
Palestinian self-determi-
nation in any enduring
peace solution. His
administration kept open
communication channels
with the Palestine
Liberation Organization,
representing a significant
change in America’s
diplomatic approach.
Carter also supported UN
Security Council
Resolution 242, which
called for a fair settlement
of the Palestinian issue,
although the implementa-
tion of such resolutions
continued to be con-
tentious.

After leaving the White
House, Carter’s advocacy
for Palestinian rights
intensified. He became an
increasingly vocal critic
of Israeli policies in the
Occupied Territories and
a steadfast proponent of a
two-state solution.
Through books, speeches
and direct involvement in
peace initiatives, Carter
consistently highlighted
the challenges faced by
Palestinians and advocat-
ed for their rights and
recognition. During the
1990s and 2000s, he par-
ticipated in numerous
peace initiatives and
observer missions in the
region, working to foster
dialogue and understand-
ing between Israelis and
Palestinians.

Carter’s 2006 book
“Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid” marked per-
haps his most controver-

sial contribution to the
discourse. In it, he pro-
vided a critical examina-
tion of the Israeli occupa-
tion and its impact on
Palestinian lives. While
the book drew sharp criti-
cism and allegations of
antisemitism from some
quarters, especially in
Israel, Carter remained
resolute in his stance,
continuing to address
issues such as settlement
expansion and the human-
itarian crisis in Gaza.

Throughout his post-
presidency, Carter openly
criticized US policies that
he believed undermine
Palestinian interests. This
included certain aspects
of military aid to Israel
and what he perceived as
inadequate pressure on
Israeli actions in the West
Bank and Gaza. His
approach reflected a rare
willingness among
American political fig-
ures to challenge estab-
lished views on the
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict.

Carter’s legacy regard-
ing the Palestinian issue
reflects the achievements
and limitations of
American engagement
with this conflict. His
presidential accomplish-
ments, particularly the
Camp David Accords,
established important
frameworks for negotia-
tion, even if they failed to
fully address Palestinian
aspirations. His post-
presidential advocacy
helped maintain focus on
Palestinian rights and the
necessity of a just resolu-
tion to the conflict.
Through both periods,
Carter’s efforts under-
scored the intricate chal-
lenges of achieving last-
ing peace in the region
and the importance of
considering the rights and
aspirations of all parties
involved in the peace

process.
Carter’s contribution to

advancing peace in the
region has influenced US
foreign policy on the con-
flict and created momen-
tum that transcended his
one-term presidency. His
successors, Ronald
Reagan, George H.W.
Bush, Bill Clinton,
George W. Bush, Barack
Obama, Donald Trump
and Joe Biden, all
attempted to mediate
between Israel and the
Palestinians with mixed
results. None was able to
deliver what was prom-
ised to the Palestinians
under the Oslo Accords:
an independent state and
an end to Israeli occupa-
tion.

In hindsight, one can
say that US mediation
became a liability for an
equitable peace deal. The
US was never able or
willing to put real pres-
sure on Israel to embrace
the two-state solution and
end its occupation of
Palestinian territories.

Today, as Trump gets
ready to begin his second
term as president and
complete what he started
in his first term —
attempting to conclude a
peace deal between the
Arabs and Israel —
Palestinians cannot help
but feel abandoned by the
international community.
The Biden administra-
tion’s complicity in the
Gaza massacre is a case in
point. Carter’s advocacy
of the Palestinian cause
was not just about sound
foreign policy, but a deep
and genuine belief in the
historical injustice they
had endured and continue
to endure. No US presi-
dent since has had the
courage or integrity to
even come close to
matching Carter’s legacy
of genuine empathy with
the Palestinians.

Carter was a man of peace and
integrity

Osama Al-Sharif

I
have previously
questioned the
depth of Tehran’s rela-

tionship with Bashar
Assad, as he considered it
his pillar of support. It
saved him in 2014 but
failed 10 years later.

In the final weeks of his
life in March 2000, Hafez
Assad decided to negotiate
with Israel. He was in a
hurry, wanting to resolve the
outstanding issues before
handing power to Bashar.
Despite his illness, he flew
to Geneva and negotiated
with Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak through a medi-
ator, US President Bill
Clinton. The draft agree-
ment was about regaining
the occupied Golan Heights
without addressing the issue
of a Palestinian state. The
Israelis, aware of Bashar’s
grooming for the leadership,
were not confident he would
take power, given the hid-
den conflicts. Hafez died 10
weeks after the Geneva
meeting.

Bashar did not return to
negotiations until protests
erupted against him in 2011.
But Benjamin Netanyahu
remained skeptical of
Bashar’s ability to sever ties
with Tehran and Hezbollah,
so he refused.

One of the key reasons
for the longevity of Hafez’s
regime was his ability to
manage relations with his
foreign adversaries. He
refrained from confronting
Israel after the 1973 defeat,
whereas Bashar integrated
Syria into the Iranian
“Revolutionary Guard
Empire,” inevitably making
it a target for destruction
later.

Why did Hafez not sign a
peace agreement with Israel,
despite having secretly
coordinated with it? His
closest ally, the late Abdul
Halim Khaddam, mentioned
that Hafez feared it would
be said that the Alawite
minority made peace with
the enemy.

And what about his con-
frontations with Israel
through Lebanon? In reality,
Syria did not launch attacks

on Israel during its 30 years
in Lebanon. Instead, it acted
as a military force to curb
the activities of Palestinian
factions, and later
Hezbollah to a lesser extent,
until Bashar expanded the
risks. Hafez’s strategy was
to take control of Lebanon
as long as Israel occupied
the Golan Heights. He used
it as a bargaining chip with
Arab states and played the
role of mediator in the
abduction of Western
hostages.

Using the same policy of
getting close to the fire
without being burned, he
gave Turkish Kurds refuge,
but when Ankara threatened
him, he stopped and indi-
rectly handed over their
leader.

Hafez’s relationship with
Iran must be understood as
complex. He used it for
geopolitical balance against
his enemy, Saddam
Hussein, to prevent the
Damascus regime’s fall. He
leveraged Tehran to enhance
his significance in Riyadh
and repeatedly played roles
in easing tensions with
Tehran.

After the 1996 Alkhobar
bombing, he handed over
some Saudi fugitives when
it was revealed the cell had
hidden in Damascus. On the
other hand, he facilitated the
escape of its leader to
Tehran.

In trying to understand
the relationship, Khaddam
spoke about Hafez’s policy
toward Iran. When Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani visited
in 1985, seeking Assad’s
support in Iran’s war against
Iraq, like a skilled Iranian
merchant, he tried to con-
vince him that the reward
for their alliance upon
defeating Saddam would be
a stronger Syrian position
against Turkiye, Israel and
Iraq. Khaddam said Hafez
was cautious about overex-
tending the alliance amid
the region’s shifting sands.

There is no doubt that
one of the reasons for the
fall of Bashar’s regime was

his failure to manage for-
eign policy, especially his

alliance with Iran. While
Hafez built a strong rela-
tionship with Ayatollah
Khomeini’s regime, under-
standing its importance, he
refused to participate in its
war. Yet, like Israel and
Libya, he secretly sold Scud
missiles to Iran.

As for Bashar, at the start
of his presidency, he gave
the impression to everyone
that he had shifted his orien-
tation westward, away from
Moscow and Tehran. It was
not long before everyone
who had initially supported
him — Saudi Arabia, Spain,
France and the US — real-
ized the truth.

Early in his alliance with
Iran, Bashar planned to
seize control of Lebanon’s
decision-making process by
assassinating Rafik Hariri
and numerous other leaders,
before turning Hezbollah
into the sole ruler in
Lebanon after the expulsion
of his forces.

Bashar then dared to
open his southern borders to
armed groups to attack the
new regime in Baghdad,
which was under
Washington’s protection.
This justified neighboring
countries like Jordan and
Turkiye opening their bor-
ders to Syrian rebels in
2012, ultimately leading to
his regime’s downfall.

Alliances can be under-
stood in the context of
regional conflict, consider-
ing Hafez’s strong relation-
ship with Tehran as a signif-
icant player, and similarly
Bashar’s. However, the lat-
ter became deeply involved
in its wars in Lebanon and
Iraq. Khaddam said Bashar
made a fateful decision to
fully merge with Tehran in
2011. My opinion, as I men-
tioned earlier, is that his
involvement in Tehran’s
wars started years earlier.
Was Bashar’s rise to power,
supported extraordinarily by
Tehran, what pushed him to
always act as an agent like
Hezbollah? Very few know
what happened between
2000 and 2024.

The relationships that
led to Assad’s downfall

Abdulrahman Al-Rashed



KARACHI (APP): Five
ships, Maersk Chicago,
Kotka, ST. Nikolai, Ginga
Ocelot and Aramon carrying
Container, Palm oil,
Chemicals and Mogas,
berthed at Qasim Intern-
ational Container Terminal,
Liquid Cargo Terminal,
Engro Vopak Terminal and
FOTCO oil Terminal respec-
tively on Tuesday.

Eleven ships were
engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of
them three ships, Kotka,
Seamec Gallant and Al-
Khuwair left the on

Wednesday morning while
three more ships, Maersk
Chicago, F. Line and White
Shark are expected to sail on
Thursday afternoon.

Cargo volume of 143,704
tonnes, comprising 95,233
tonnes imports cargo and
48,471 tonnes export cargo
carried in 4,566 Containers
(2,348 TEUs Imports &
2,218 TEUs Export) was
handled at the port during

last 24 hours.

LAHORE (APP): The
Pakistan Furniture Council
(PFC) participated in 17
major international expos
across the globe in 2024,
showcasing high-quality
Pakistani furniture and
craftsmanship to boost
exports.

Chairing first board of
directors meeting of the
year here on Wednesday,
CEO PFC Mian Kashif
Ashfaq said these expos
provided an excellent plat-
form to project the diversi-

ty, durability, and unique
designs of Pakistani furni-
ture, attracting buyers and
investors from various
countries.

He said:” Through par-
ticipation we successfully
promoted Pakistan’s tradi-
tional and contemporary
furniture, including hand-
made woodwork and mod-
ern designs, which resonat-
ed with global markets”.
The council’s efforts aimed
at fostering trade links,
exploring new markets, and

enhancing the visibility of
Pakistan’s furniture indus-
try internationally.

He said exhibitions not
only strengthened Pakist-
an’s trade relationships with
other countries but also
helped generate valuable
export orders, contributing
significantly to the national
economy. The PFC
remained committed to pro-
moting local artisans and
expanding the country’s
footprint in the global furni-
ture market, he concluded.

RIYADH (Arab News):
Entrepreneurship in Saudi
Arabia is no longer just a
passing trend — it’s a driv-
ing force reshaping the
Kingdom’s economy,
aligned with the Vision
2030 agenda.

The Kingdom’s Center
for International Commun-
ications reports that 42 per-
cent of adults plan to launch
their businesses within the
next three years, marking
the highest rate of entrepre-
neurial intent since 2016.
This surge in entrepreneur-
ial activity reflects the
country’s growing commit-
ment to economic diversifi-
cation, with 25 percent of
businesses in their early
stages, operating for less
than 42 months — a 33 per-
cent increase from 2022.

The entrepreneurial
boom is no accident. Saudi

Arabia is actively diversify-
ing its economy away from
oil and aims to increase the
private sector’s contribution
to gross domestic product
from 40 percent to 65 per-
cent by 2030. A key part of
this transformation involves
fostering an economy driv-
en by entrepreneurship and
innovation, with the contri-
bution of small and medium
enterprises set to rise from
20 percent to 35 percent by
the decade’s end.

“A significant portion of
this change has been driven
by regulatory reforms,
which have created an envi-
ronment conducive to start-
ing companies. Additio-
nally, various investment
initiatives have made the
Kingdom a more attractive
market for setting up opera-
tions,” said Khaled
Talhouni, managing partner

at Nuwa Capital.
Saudi Arabia’s growing

reputation as a friendly
environment for early-stage
businesses has been recog-
nized by the Global
Entrepreneurship Monitor,
which recently ranked the
Kingdom at the top for ease
of starting a business and
available opportunities.

Tushar Singhvi, deputy
CEO and head of invest-
ments at Crescent
Enterprises, said the gov-
ernment’s reform efforts,
which have simplified busi-
ness operations, attracted
foreign investment, and
nurtured a vibrant entrepre-
neurial ecosystem.

“The Ministry of
Investments of Saudi
Arabia has introduced poli-
cies permitting 100 percent
foreign ownership in most
sectors, significantly reduc-

ing barriers for internation-
al entrepreneurs. This poli-
cy, alongside incentives
such as tax exemptions,
subsidies, and expedited
licensing procedures, has
made Saudi Arabia a prime
destination for global
investment,” Singhvi said. 

“The Kingdom’s strate-
gic location, connecting
markets across the GCC
and beyond, offers access
to over 60 million con-
sumers. Infrastructure
advancements, including
NEOM and cutting-edge
logistics networks, provide
businesses with the tools to
thrive in an increasingly
competitive market,” he
added.

Singhvi further said that
by aligning policies with
global best practices and
embracing technology-
driven solutions, Saudi

Arabia has positioned itself
as a global leader in terms
of ease of doing business.

Riyadh Al-Najjar, chair-
man of PwC Middle East
and KSA country senior
partner, said entrepreneurs
and investors now benefit
from a streamlined process
in establishing and scaling
businesses in Saudi Arabia.

“Strategically located at
the crossroads of major
international markets,
Saudi Arabia has solidified
its position as a global hub
for commerce and innova-
tion. This advantage is fur-
ther amplified by a suite of
government-backed incen-
tives and specialized sup-
port programs to attract
high-caliber talent and
innovative ideas, supported
by a thriving venture capi-
tal landscape,” Al-Najjar
told Arab News.

He also said: “For the
second year in a row, Saudi
Arabia has maintained its
leadership in the MENA
region, attracting SR1.5
billion ($399.3 million) in
venture capital funding
across 63 deals in just the
first half of 2024. This
achievement highlights the
Kingdom’s success in cul-
tivating a robust entrepre-
neurial ecosystem that con-
tinues to draw global
investment and attention.”

Al-Najjar also praised
the role of institutions like
Monsha’at (General
Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises), not-
ing their proactive efforts
in providing resources like
funding, mentorship, and
capacity-building pro-
grams that have enriched
the entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
core inflation measured by
Consumer Price Index
(CPI) decelerated further to
4.1 percent during Dece-
mber 2024 as compared to
4.9 percent recorded during
November 2024, Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported.

According to PBS data,
the CPI based inflation dur-
ing the same month of last
year (December 2023) was
recorded at 29.7%.

On month-on-month
basis, it increased by 0.1%
in December 2024 as com-
pared to 0.5% in the previ-
ous month and an increase
of 0.8% in December 2023.

According to PBS data,
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) inflation urban,
decreased to 4.4% on year-
on-year (YoY) basis in
December 2024 as com-
pared to 5.2% in the previ-
ous month and 30.9% in
December 2023. On
month-on-month (MoM)
basis, it decreased by 0.1%
in December 2024 as com-
pared to 0.5% in the previ-
ous month and an increase
of 0.7% in December 2023. 

CPI inflation rural,
decreased to 3.6% on year-
on-year basis in December
2024 as compared to 4.3%
in the previous month and
27.9% in December 2023.
On month-on-month basis,
it increased by 0.3% in
December 2024 as com-
pared to 0.5% in the previ-
ous month and an increase
of 1.0% in December
2023.

The Sensitive Price
Indicator (SPI) inflation on
YoY decreased to 4.2% in
December 2024 as com-
pared to 7.3% a month ear-
lier and 35.3% in
December 2023. On MoM
basis, it increased by 0.8%
in December 2024 as com-
pared to 1.0% a month ear-
lier and an increase of 3.8%
in December 2023.

The Wholesale Price
Index inflation on YoY
basis decreased to 1.9% in
December 2024 as com-
pared to 2.3% a month ear-
lier and an increase of
27.3% in December 2023.
On MoM basis, it
decreased by 0.4% in
December 2024 as com-
pared to a decrease of 0.1%

in the previous month and
no change was observed in
corresponding month of
last year i.e. December
2023.

The Core inflation meas-
ured by non-food non-ener-
gy for urban decreased to
8.1% on (YoY) basis in
December 2024 as com-
pared to 8.9% in the previ-
ous month and 18.2% in
December 2023. On
(MoM) basis, it increased
by 0.2% in December 2024
as compared to 1.2% in
previous month and an
increase of 0.8% in corre-
sponding month of last year
i.e. December, 2023.

The core inflation meas-
ured by non-food non-ener-
gy for rural decreased to
10.7% on (YoY) basis in
December 2024 as com-
pared to 10.9% in the previ-
ous month and 25.1% in
December 2023. On
(MoM) basis, it increased
by 0.6% in December 2024
as compared to an increase
of 0.7% in previous month
and an increase of 0.9% in
corresponding month of
last year i.e. December
2023.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) has notified the
adoption of International
Financial Reporting Stan-
dards (IFRS) Sustainability
Disclosure Standards in a
phase-wise manner in
Pakistan.

The IFRS-S1, ‘General
Requirements for Disclo-
sure of Sustainability-relat-
ed Financial Information’
and IFRS-S2, ‘Climate-
related Disclosures’, are
issued by the International
Sustainability Standards
Board (ISSB) and recom-
mended for adoption in
Pakistan by the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
Pakistan (ICAP), said a
press release.

IFRS-S1 requires disclo-
sure of information about

sustainability-related risks
and opportunities that could
reasonably be expected to
affect the entity’s cash flo-
ws, its access to finance or
the cost of capital. IFRS-S2
sets out the requirements
for identifying, measuring
and disclosing information
about climate-related risks
and opportunities. 

The standards are
designed to meet the needs
of existing and potential
investors, lenders and
other creditors through the
provision of consistent and
complete information that
can be used to assess a
company’s exposure to and
management of sustain-
ability-related risks and
opportunities.

The standards have been
notified after an extensive
consultation process

involving market readiness
analysis, information and
awareness sessions togeth-
er with ICAP and a survey
together with consultation
sessions to get stakehold-
ers’ perspectives.

The standards will be
implemented only on the
listed companies in a
phased manner on the basis
of criteria comprising of
total assets, turnover and
number of employees. The
first phase starts from the
annual reporting periods
beginning on or after July
1, 2025. 

The second and third
phase start from July 2026
and 2027 respectively.
Further, the standards will
also be applicable on un-
listed-licensed-public inter-
est companies in the third
phase, i.e. starting from the

year 2027. 
Requirement of obtain-

ing assurance on sustain-
ability reporting from the
auditor of the company will
start from the second year
of the reporting.

Adoption of these stan-
dards is an important mile-
stone in the ESG regulato-
ry roadmap of SECP and
represents SECP’s com-
mitment to align capital
markets with global best
practices, enhance trans-
parency through standard-
ized sustainability report-
ing, improve risk manage-
ment and risk mitigation
practices, allow more
informed decision-making
by stakeholders and pro-
mote a culture of integrat-
ing sustainable business
practices into business
strategies.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Executive Officer of
Pakistan Mercantile Exch-
ange (PMEX), Khurram
Zafar on Wednesday said
that PMEX wants to adv-
ance the concept of innova-
tion and market productivi-
ty in the commodity market
by increasing efficiency in
agriculture and metal. 

“We are envisioning
future markets under which
market regulation will be
maintained and competi-
tiveness and productivity in
the commodity market will
be enhanced, “ Chief Exe-
cutive Officer of Pakistan
Mercantile Exchange
(PMEX), Khurram Zafar
told APP in an exclusive
interview.

He said that the
exchange registered a trad-
ing volume of around Rs

3,800 billion in the current
Fiscal Year. 

CEO, PMEX said that
Commodity futures are
derivative contracts in
which the purchaser agrees
to buy or sell a specific
quantity of a physical com-
modity at a specified price
on a particular date in the
future. Derivatives are
investments that derive
their value from the price of
another asset, typically
called the underlying asset,
he said.

He said that Pakistan
Mercantile Exchange
(PMEX) has a huge role in
future market design and
market economy on which
the future market depends.

Talking to APP, the
CEO, PMEX said that the
Market Eco-system and
Storage are very important

on which Pakistan
Mercantile Exchange is
working.

He said that there is a
need to digitize the com-
modity market across the
country, on which our insti-
tution is working on
research and analytics.

Zafar said that digitiza-
tion and automation are
very important in the global
capital market at this time
and “we are working on
creating the ecosystem of
the commodity market and
its role is important in the
restoration and develop-
ment of the country’s econ-
omy.” The productivity fac-
tor in the Pakistani econo-
my is low and more work
needs to be done on it
which is being followed by
PMEX, he said.

The CEO, PMEX said

that storage is very impor-
tant in the commodity mar-
ket and our organization is
ready to provide facilities
to the farmers, which will
have a positive impact on
our agricultural economy.

He said that currently
countries’ economies are
dependent on research and
data, and the future econo-
my is also dependent on
this.

Zafar said that the gov-
ernment needs to collabo-
rate with PMEX to modern-
ize the market economy in
Pakistan so that the coun-
try’s economy can move
forward.

He said that the role of
stakeholders is very impor-
tant to bring competitive-
ness in the economy and to
bring it into harmony with
the global market.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-Index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
turned around to bullish
trend on Wednesday, gain-
ing 1,881.18, a positive
change of 1.63 percent,
closing at 117,008.08
points as compared to
115,126.90 points on the
last trading day. 

A total of 956,274,456
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
1,236,873,705 shares the
previous trading day,
whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs46.440 billion
against Rs44.218 billion on
the last trading day. 

As many as 462 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market, 258 of
them recorded gains and
161 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
43 companies remained
unchanged. 

The three top trading
companies were Cnergyico
PK with 71,999,946 shares
at Rs7.66 per share, Pak
Int. Bulk with 62,831,962
shares at Rs9.30 per share
and Bank of Punjab with
45,412,470 shares at
Rs10.96 per share. 

Hallmark Company
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs91.47

per share price, closing at
Rs1,006.17, whereas the
runner-up was Lucky
Cement Limited with
Rs87.17 rise in its per share
price to Rs1,187.66. 

Haleon Pakistan Limited
witnessed a maximum
decrease of Rs79.76 per
share closing at Rs2,720.24
followed by Pakistan
Tobacco Company Limited
with Rs54.76 decline to
close at Rs1,277.03.

Gold rates increase by
Rs1,000 to Rs273,600 per
tola: The price of 24 karat
per tola gold increased by
Rs1,000 and was traded at
Rs273,600 on Wednesday

against its sale at Rs272,600
on the last trading day, All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of 10 grams of
24 karat gold increased by
Rs857 to Rs234,568 from
Rs233,711 whereas that of
10 grams of 22 karat went
up to Rs215,021 from
Rs233,711.

Per tola and ten gram sil-
ver were sold at existing
prices of Rs3,350 and
Rs2,872.08 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
increased by $10 to $2,624
from $2,614, the
Association reported.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Commerce, Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhatti briefs about
department during his visit IPO-Pakistan Headquarters.

Name Correction
Our father correct name is
Nasr Ullah Khan while in our
educational documents it has
been written as Nasrullah
Khan. It may be corrected
please. Zarar Ullah Khan Zar
and Saad Ullah Khan Zar sons
of Nasr Ullah Khan, University
Town, Peshawar.

IIA tested
parking of

narrow-body
aircraft
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
International Airport man-
agement has successfully
tested the parking of nar-
row-body aircraft on wide-
body stands.

Flight PA231 (A321-
200) and PF769 (A320-
200) were parked on
stands 06 and 07, respec-
tively, with operational
success including the
engagement of Passenger
Boarding Bridges (PBB)
and Ground Power Units
(GPU).

This milestone, config-
uring 8 out of 9 wide-body
stands for narrow-body
operations, marks a signif-
icant improvement in
operational flexibility,
reduced turnaround time,
enhanced passenger con-
venience, and increased
revenue for PAA.

Need stressed
to bring

women in
trade sector

BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Vice Chancellor Governm-
ent Sadique College Wom-
en University Bahawalpur
Prof Dr Shazia Anjum
emphasized the need to
make joint efforts to bring
women in business sector.

Vice Chancellor
Government Sadique
College Women University
Bahawalpur Prof Dr Shazia
Anjum said this while hold-
ing a meeting with the
office-bearers of Women
Chamber of Commerce
Bahawalpur. 

The meeting was also
attended by President,
Women Chamber of
Commerce Bahawalpur,
Ms Rabia Osman, Senior
Vice President, Ms Ayesha
Ali, former senior vice
president, Ms Irum Tahir
and member executive
committee, Ms Fatima
Waheed.

Vice Chancellor
Government Sadique
College Women University
Bahawalpur Prof Dr Shazia
Anjum appreciated the
Women Chamber of
Commerce Bahawalpur
over organizing an exhibi-
tion to encourage women to
display their business items
at the stalls. 

“It is need of the hour to
encourage women by
organizing exhibitions in
order to bring them into
business field,” Dr Shazia
Anjum opined.

PSX turns bullish,
gains 1,881 points

SECP notifies adoption of IFRS
Sustainability Disclosure Standards

PMEX advances concept of
innovation, market productivity

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
exports from the country
increased by 10.52 percent
during the first half of the
current fiscal year as com-
pared to the corresponding
months of last year, Pakis-
tan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS) reported Wednesday.

Exports during July-
December (2024-25) were
recorded at $16.561 billion
against $14.985 billion dur-
ing July-December (2023-
24), according to PBS data.

On the other hand,
imports into the country
went up by 6.11 percent by
growing from $26.137 mil-
lion last year to $27.733

million during the first six
months of the current year. 

Based on the figures, the
trade deficit during the
months under review was
recorded at $11.172 billion
against the deficit of
$11.152 billion last year,
showing a slight increase of
0.18 percent. 

Meanwhile, on year-on-
year basis, the exports in
December 2024 increased
by 0.67 percent to $2.841
billion from $2.822 billion
in December 2023.

On the other hand, the
imports went up by 14.02
percent by going up from
$4.635 to $5.285 percent,

according to PBS data.
On a month-on-month

basis, the exports from the
country went up by 0.28
percent when compared to
the exports of $2.833 billion
during November 2024.

The imports also wit-
nessed increase of 17.44
percent when compared to
the imports of $4.500 bil-
lion in November 2024,
PBS reported.

Meanwhile, the services
exports during the first five
month of the current fiscal
year increased by 7.58 per-
cent when compared to the
corresponding period of
last year.

The service exports dur-
ing July-November (2024-
25) were recorded at
$3.274 billion against the
exports of $3.044 billion in
July-November (2023-24),
according to PBS data.

On the other hand, the
service imports went up by
2.88 percent to $4.425 bil-
lion this year against
$4.301 billion last year.

Based on the figures, the
services trade deficit wit-
nessed negative growth of
8.48 percent and was
recorded at $1.150 billion
during the current fiscal
year against the deficit of
$1.257 billion last year.

Exports increase by 10.52% to
$16.561 billion in first half of FY

Core inflation
decelerates to 4.1%

PFC showcases excellence
at 17 global expos in 2024

Entrepreneurial wave reshaping Saudi economy and global standing

Public Notice

Public at large that Gul moham-
mad son of Peer Mohammad
R/o  kokikhel sikandarkhel
gundi jamrod distt khyber,am
the owner plot 1746 Measuring
05 marlas. Registration
no.4493(category general pub-
lic)situated P.H.A Hangu Town
ship Hangu. Now I want to
appoint Mr.Mohammad imran
S/o Mehboob khan r/o Shahu
waam Hangu as the general
attorney for the said plot. If any-
one has any objection to the
transfer. He/She should inform
the Manager RFC Kohat PHA
Hangu Town ship   No
0922514515 undersigned with-
in 15 days of the publication of
this notice

Court Notice
In the court of sana shah civil
judge IV.Illaqa Qazi district
Swat. Case#.20/6  year 2024.
Next Hearing date.
03/01/2025. Bakht Nasrat vs
Ghulam Nabi etc. Notice
to.8/2) Fazal subhan.8/2)
Fazal Rehman sons.8/3)
Zeenat daughter jehan Ranra
r/o Karachi.9) shamsa kanwal
daughter bakht Mand present-
ly Abroad. 11/3) Hassan
ali.11/4) khurshid.11/5) Sher
zaman.11/6) farman sons
presently Abroad.13/6) sula-
man.13/2) Gul bacha.13/3)
Ihsan.13/4) Akbar Zada. 13/5)
tooti.13/6) Akhtar bacha sons
khapeerai presently Abroad.13/8)
Mst. Subhania.13/9) Mst.
Ruquia.13/10) Mst. Bakht taja
daughter khapeerai late r/o
farhat abad tehsil  khwaza-
khela swat.18) provincial gov-
ernment secretary Mall civil
secretariat peshawar.
Whereas the above named
cannot be served in ordinary
manner it is therefore pro-
claimed or through dually
authorized agent or pleader in
the court on 03/01/2025. at
8.30 am. Ex-parte proceeding
will be initiated against you.

Correction of
Father's Name

My father's correct name is
Muhammad Ayaz, whereas it
has been incorrectly written as
Muhammad Ayaz Khan Khalil
in my educational documents.
Therefore correction be made.
Saba Gul Daughter of
Muhammad Ayaz resident of
Tehkal Bala, Peshawar

Shipping activity at PQ
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Djokovic and
Kyrgios beaten

in doubles
B R I S B A N E
(Agencies): Novak
Djokovic and Nick
Kyrgios were knocked
out of the men’s doubles
in the second round at
the Brisbane
International after a nar-
row defeat by top-seed-
ed pairing Nikola
Mektic and Michael
Venus. Kyrgios, 29, lost
a gruelling three-set
match to Giovanni
Mpetshi Perricard on
Sunday on his return to
singles competition
after 18 months out
through injury. The
Australian said the
defeat left him in
“throbbing” pain and
suggested he was a
doubt for this month’s
Australian Open. But he
fulfilled his promise to
play alongside Djokovic
in the doubles and
appeared comfortable,
only occasionally grab-
bing his right arm
between serves. The
pair lost the first set 6-2
but responded well to
win the second 6-3 to
take the match to a
deciding first-to-10-
points tie-break. With
Djokovic and Kyrgios
two points from victory,
a double fault from the
Serbian proved costly at
8-6. It shifted the
momentum of the tie-
break back towards
Mektic and Venus, who
won the next three
points to seal the win 6-
2 3-6 10-8. “Incredible,”
Mektic said afterwards.
“I was very happy when
I saw them [Djokovic
and Kyrgios], I could
play them on the first of
January. “It’s an amaz-
ing feeling to start the
year like this and we
knew there would be
points like that against
players like this.”
Djokovic, pursuing his
100th career ATP title, is
through to the quarter-
finals of the singles,
where he will play
France’s Gael Monfils.

Chebet smashes
own world record
B A R C E L O N A
(Agencies): Double
Olympic champion
Beatrice Chebet
crowned a golden year
as she smashed the
women's 5,000m world
record at the Cursa dels
Nassos road race in
Barcelona. The 24-
year-old Kenyan fin-
ished the race in 13
minutes and 54 seconds
to become the first
woman to break the 14-
minute barrier in the
event. Chebet, who won
5,000m and 10,000m
gold at the Paris
Olympics earlier this
year, beat her previous
mark - set a year ago to
the day in the same race
- by 19 seconds. "I'm
super happy as every-
thing went according to
plan," she said. "I felt
capable of running
under 14 minutes and I
managed to do so. Two
races in Barcelona and
two world records, can I
ask for more? "My
focus for next year is to
win gold medals over
5,000m and 10,000m at
the World
Championships in
Tokyo." Chebet was all
on her own as she
sprinted through the
race and embraced
friends at the finish line
after adding yet another
accolade to her name.
Alongside her Olympic
success in 2024, she
also broke the 10,000m
world record in Eugene
in May, before claiming
her second Diamond
League title in the
5,000m in September.

Seko Fofana joins
Rennes after

Saudi Arabia stint
RENNES (AFP):
Ivorian international
Seko Fofana has signed
a four-and-a-half year
deal with Rennes, the
Ligue 1 club announced
Wednesday, after 18
months playing in Saudi
Arabia. The 29-year-old
midfielder, who has 22
caps for the Ivory Coast,
arrives on a deal esti-
mated to be worth 20
million euros ($20.8
million). The former
Lens captain joined
Cristiano Ronaldo's Al
Nassr in the summer of
2023, after helping the
French club return to the
Champions League for
the first time in 21
years.
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
Harmas Ali Raja, a young
squash player from
Rawalpindi received a

hero's welcome at
Islamabad International
Airport after winning the
Boys Under-11 title at the

US Junior Open Squash
Championship.  

According to press
release, the tournament

held in Philadelphia from
December 14-17, is the
world's largest individual
squash event, boasting
over 1,000 players from 51
countries.  

Harmas Ali Raja's gold
medal was one of only a few
titles not claimed by Egypt
or the United States, making
his victory even more sig-
nificant for Pakistan.

A large crowd of
Pakistan Squash
Federation (PSF) officials,
fellow players, coaches
and fans gathered at the
airport to celebrate Raja's
achievement.  

A celebratory rally
escorted him from the air-
port to the PSF headquar-
ters and then on to his
home in Rawalpindi.

The PSF President and
Senior Vice President
praised Raja's exceptional
performance, congratulat-
ing him on his victory at
this prestigious interna-
tional event.  

They expressed hope
that he will continue to
hone his skills and bring
further accolades to
Pakistan in the future.

LOS ANGELES (AFP):
The league-leading
Cleveland Cavaliers
spoiled LeBron James's
first game as a 40-year-
old, beating the Los
Angeles Lakers 122-110
on Tuesday, as the NBA
champion Boston Celtics
closed out 2024 with a
125-71 demolition of the
Toronto Raptors.

Jarrett Allen scored 27
points and grabbed 14
rebounds, Donovan
Mitchell added 26 points
and Evan Mobley chipped
in 20 for the Cavaliers,
who notched their eighth
straight win to push their
league-best record to 29-4.

James, whose four NBA
titles include a 2016 cham-
pionship with his home-
town team Cleveland,
scored 23 points with four
rebounds, seven assists
and a blocked shot.

It was his first game
since his 40th birthday on
Monday, and made James

the first player in league
history to play a game in
his teens and in his 40s.

Austin Reaves led the
Lakers with an impressive
near-triple-double of 35
points, nine rebounds and
10 assists.

Anthony Davis scored 28
points and grabbed 13
rebounds, but after twice
edging ahead in the second
quarter the Lakers trailed by
five at halftime and never
led in the second half.

There was less drama in
Boston, where the Celtics
won by the second-largest
margin of victory in fran-
chise history -- trailing
only their 56-point tri-
umph at Chicago in
December 2018.

Jayson Tatum scored 18
of his 23 points in the third
quarter, when the Celtics
out-scored the Raptors 45-
18 to effectively put the
game out of reach.

Payton Pritchard scored
19 points off the bench as

seven Celtics players
scored in double figures.

The Celtics connected
on 22 of their 43 three-
point attempts as they
handed the Raptors an
11th straight defeat.

Celtics coach Joe
Mazzulla said the big win
-- after the Celtics dropped
four of their last six games
-- was just part of the
process as the Celtics try
to repeat as champions.

"There's still stuff that
we've got to work on...
we've just got to continue to
be better," Mazzulla said.

Bucks rally
The Milwaukee Bucks

erased a 19-point deficit on
the way to a 120-112 victo-
ry over the Indiana Pacers.

Bucks star Giannis
Antetokounmpo, back
after missing three games
because of illness, found
his rhythm after scoring
just four points in the first
half, finishing with 30
points and 12 rebounds.

Brook Lopez added 16
points and reserves Bobby
Portis Jr. and Gary Trent
Jr. scored 14 points each
for Milwaukee, who
trailed 83-64 midway
through the third quarter.

"These are the type of
games you need through-
out a season to keep you
going," Portis said. "It was
a great game for us, espe-
cially going forward, that
we can look back on like:
OK, cool, we do it one
time we can do it again
and just keep building,
keep building."

Another big night from
Victor Wembanyama saw
the San Antonio Spurs fin-
ish the year with a lop-
sided 122-86 victory over
the Los Angeles Clippers.

Wembanyama closed
out a December to remem-
ber with 27 points, nine
rebounds, five assists, one
steal and three blocked
shots in less than 26 min-
utes on the court.

His 17 points in the first
quarter matched the
Clippers' total in the period.

In Oklahoma City, Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander scored
40 points and the Thunder
notched their 12th straight
regular-season victory,
113-105 over the
Minnesota Timberwolves.

The Thunder trailed by
as many as 12 in the sec-
ond quarter and were
down 52-46 at half time.

But they out-scored the
Timberwolves 43-23 in
the third quarter and
never trailed in the fourth
on the way to a seventh
consecutive win since
they fell to Milwaukee in
the NBA Cup final, which
doesn't count as part of
the regular season.

SYDNEY: The Australian players pose with Glenn McGrath ahead of the
SCG Test.

Harmas Ali Raja receives
heroic welcome after winning
gold at US Jr Squash C’ship

Cavs top Lakers in LeBron's first
game at 40, Celtics crush Raptors

LONDON (Agencies):
Stoke City have appoint-
ed former Coventry City
boss Mark Robins as their
new manager on a three-
and-a-half-year deal.

Robins, 55, was sacked
by the Sky Blues in
October after seven years in
charge. He succeeds Narcis
Pelach, who the Potters
parted company with on
Friday just three months
after he was appointed.

Robins' first game will
be against managerless
strugglers Plymouth Argyle
on Saturday. Caretaker
boss Ryan Shawcross, who
oversaw Sunday's late win
over Sunderland, will
again take charge for the
New Year's Day home
game against Burnley.

Paul Nevin, who had
been serving as interim
England Under-20s head
coach, and former Newport
County manager James
Rowberry, the Wales men's
number two behind Craig
Bellamy, will join Robins
at the bet365 Stadium, as
assistant managers.

After using the job title
of head coach for the last
three men in charge - Alex
Neil, Steven Schumacher
and Pelach - the vastly
experienced Robins' job
title will be manager.

After starting his manage-
rial career with Rotherham
United in March 2007,
Robins has taken charge of a
total of 780 games with

Barnsley, Coventry,
Scunthorpe United and
Huddersfield Town.

'He was always going to
be in great demand'

"At Coventry, Mark built
something successful with
a real identity and longevi-
ty," said Stoke sporting
director Jon Walters.

"He left the club in a sig-
nificantly better place than he
found it. That's exactly what
we want to achieve at Stoke
City, and he has all the pedi-
gree and experience to help
us do that." Robins had also
been linked with the current
vacancy at Stoke's Midlands
Championship rivals West
Bromwich Albion.

"With a record like that
behind him, Mark was
always going to be in great
demand," said Walters. "So
we're delighted that he sees
an exciting opportunity to
build something special in
the Potteries.

"The immediate mission
is to climb as high as we
can up the Championship
table during the second half
of this season, whilst also
laying foundations for a
long-term successful future
for our club."

Stoke are 18th in the
table, ahead of the Burnley
trip, four points clear of trou-
ble. The Football
Association of Wales have
confirmed that Rowberry
will remain in his role as
Bellamy's assistant with the
national team. "Welcoming

two assistant managers of
such calibre and with such
innovative and progressive
mindsets in Paul and James
is another important part of
how we will seek to progress
and grow," added Walters.

Mark Robins' manageri-
al record

In his second spell with
the Sky Blues, Robins twice
led them to promotion, from
League Two and League
One before reaching the
Championship play-off final
in 2023, when they lost to
Luton Town on penalties.

They then took
Manchester United, where
Robins started his playing
career, to a penalty shootout
in last season's FA Cup
semi-final before falling
away in the league late on as
they failed to match the pre-
vious season's top-six finish.

Stoke started the season
under Schumacher, beating
Robins' Coventry on the
opening day, but surpris-
ingly sacked him in mid-
September to appoint for-
mer Huddersfield and
Norwich coach Pelach.

However, they won just
three times in the 36-year-
old Catalan's 19 games in
charge and he was sacked
after a 2-0 home reverse by
Leeds stretched their winless
run to nine matches. Robins
is now the club's seventh
managerial appointment
since their 10-year spell in
the Premier League came to
an end in May 2018.

CAPE TOWN (APP): All-rounder Salman
Ali Agha has said that the Pakistan cricket
team was confident of beating South
Africa in the second and last test of the
two-match series in Newlands, Cape Town
starting from January 3 (Friday).

Talking to the journalists prior to a prac-
tice session in Newlands, Cape Town on
Wednesday, he said the team lost the first test
match in Johannesburg by a whisker, adding
that the first test match was ‘anyone’s game’
which the Proteas won due to tenacity of
Kagiso Rabada and Marco Jansen.

‘Team’s morale is very high as we lost
by a close margin in the first test while we
beat the Proteas in the three-match ODI
series convincingly,’ Salman said, express-
ing the hope that the second test match
will be a ‘cracker’ of a contest.

He further said that the team has the
belief that it can beat South Africa at their
home soil, adding that they beat the Proteas
in the ODI series but were a bit short in the
first test match in Johannesburg.

To a question he said that the team was
in good stead and no conclusions could be
made about the pitch in Newlands, adding
it looked a different strip from what team
played on in Johannesburg with less
amount of grass on the pitch.

About inclusion of a specialist spinner

in the squad at Newlands, Salman Ali
Agha, who is himself a spinner, said the
team management will decide on it after
having a look at the pitch tomorrow,
adding that the statistics favour inclusion
of a spinner at the Newlands. 

‘I just looked at the pitch and I thought I
will bowl in this test match because I have
not bowled during the past the three test
matches I have played,’ he responded to a
question, adding his role will be important
in the test match as an all-rounder.

About Muhammad Abbas, the all-round-
er said ‘Muhammad Abbas is very accurate
and I have not seen anyone like him as he
knows his job.’ He was a bit rusty in the
first innings of the Johannesburg test but he
was outstanding in the second innings,
adding it was Muhammad Abbas who
brought us back in the game by claiming six
scalps after Aiden Markram and Bavuma
looked to finish easily. He further said it
was amazing to see a quick bowl the whole
first session on the fourth day of first test
match in Johannesburg. About the South
African team in the WTC final, the all-
rounder said that the Proteas are a formida-
ble side with strong batting and bowling
line-up, adding that their qualification for
the WTC final speaks volumes about the
quality of their cricketing skills.

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): The latest ICC Test
batting and bowling rank-
ings, released on
Wednesday, reflected a
significant reshuffling of
positions for Pakistani
cricketers following their
two-wicket defeat to South
Africa in the first Test of
the ongoing series.

Saud Shakeel emerged
as a standout performer for
Pakistan, showcasing grit
against South Africa's
fearsome pace attack. 

Although he fell cheap-
ly in the first innings,
managing just 14 runs off
six balls, Shakeel bounced
back with a determined 84
in the second innings. This
performance earned him a
three-place jump in the

ICC Test batting rankings,
placing him at the sixth
position with 764 points—
a career-best achievement.

Former captain Babar
Azam, despite breaking
his half-century drought
with a vital 50 off 85 balls
in the second innings,
dropped two places to the
17th spot with 669 rating
points. His first-innings
dismissal for just four
runs compounded his
decline in the rankings,
reflecting the ongoing
challenges he faces in
maintaining consistency.

Wicketkeeper-bat ter
Mohammad Rizwan’s
form in Test cricket
remained below expecta-
tions. Scoring only 30 runs
across both innings of the

match, he slipped two
places to the 21st spot in
the ICC Test Batting
Rankings, emphasizing the
need for improved contri-
butions in the second Test.

In the ICC Test bowling
rankings, spinner Noman
Ali and pace spearhead
Shaheen Shah Afridi—
who missed the first Test—
each dropped one place,
now sitting at ninth and
eighteenth, respectively. 

However, Naseem
Shah delivered an impact-
ful performance, taking
four wickets across two
innings. His efforts
earned him a six-place
rise to 33rd position,
showcasing his growing
prominence in Pakistan's
bowling attack.

NEW DELHI
(Agencies): A latest
report has made startling
revelations about Indian
head coach Gautam
Gambhir amid India’s
struggle in the ongoing
AUS v IND Border-
Gavaskar Trophy.

Criticism of Gambhir
intensified after the side
fell 1-2 behind in the
ongoing Border-Gavaskar
Trophy in Australia.

The former opening
batter took charge as
India’s coach after Rahul
Dravid stepped down
from the post following
India’s triumph in the T20
World Cup 2024 in June
last year.

His tenure began with
a disastrous start as Sri
Lanka defeated India in
an ODI series followed
by a whitewash at the
hands of New Zealand
India on their turf.

During the ongoing
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
in Australia, the tourists
have lost two games after
winning the first AUS v
IND Test at Perth.

India risk losing the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
in case they return with
any result other than a

win in the fifth and final
Test in Sydney.

The dismal outing in
the ongoing AUS v IND
Test series has also made
it difficult for them to
qualify for the final of the
World Test Championship
(WTC).

Meanwhile, Indian
media reported that
Gautam Gambhir was not
the first choice to coach
India, instead VVS
Laxman was under con-
sideration for the job.

“He was never BCCI’s
first choice (it was VVS
Laxman) and some of the
well-known overseas
names didn’t want to
coach all three formats,
so he was a compromise.

Obviously, some other
compulsions were also
there,” Indian media
quoted a BCCI official
as saying.

According to the
report, Gautam Gambhir’s
future as the head coach
might be in doubt if India
fail to return to winning
ways before the
Champions Trophy 2025
in February-March.

“There is a Test match
to be played and then
there is Champions
Trophy 2025. If the per-
formance doesn’t
improve, even Gautam
Gambhir’s position
wouldn’t be safe,” the
BCCI official was quoted
as saying.

Stoke appoint ex-Coventry
boss Robins as manager

Salman Agha confident
of beating Proteas in
Newlands test match

Saud shines as Babar and
Rizwan slip in Test rankings

Gambhir was not the first
choice for India coach

PCB to announce
domestic 
cricketers' 
contracts

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) is set to
announce contracts for
domestic cricketers in the
current month. According to
PCB insiders, this move fol-
lows a previous announce-
ment in August, 2024 that
150 domestic players would
receive contracts as part of
the board’s commitment to
strengthening the local
cricket structure. Sources
indicated that the selection
of players for the contracts
has already been finalized.
The delay in the official
announcement has been
attributed to the board's
ongoing commitments with
the domestic cricket season,
which commenced in
August. Despite this, the
PCB has remained consis-
tent in its plans to support
domestic talent and enhance
their financial stability
through these contracts. In
August, the PCB had also
introduced new player cat-
egories for domestic con-
tracts. Under this scheme,
players in Category-1 will
earn a monthly salary of
PKR 550,000, a signifi-
cant step toward profes-
sionalizing domestic
cricket in Pakistan.
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IRSA releases
28,000 cusecs

water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Wednesday released
28,000 cusecs water
from various rim stations
with inflow of 39,400
cusecs. According to the
data released by IRSA,
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1472.53 feet and
was 74.53 feet higher
than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam
was recorded as 16,600
cusecs and 6,000 cusecs
respectively. The water
level in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1132.85 feet, which was
82.85 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,050 feet.
The inflow and outflow
of water was recorded
4,800 cusecs and 4,000
cusecs respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 22,300,
17,200, 17,300 and
1,100 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 11,700
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 6,300
cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.

Three suspects
arrested

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi district
police while conducting
an operation managed
to arrest three more sus-
pects for killing a citi-
zen in a private housing
society. According to a
police spokesman,
Gujar Khan police
arrested three accused
namely Faisal, Mukhtar
and Kamran for killing
a person in a private
housing society. He
informed that total six
accused involved in the
case have been sent
behind the bars. The
accused had shot dead a
citizen namely Abdul
Rehman in a private
housing society func-
tion. Three accomplies
Irfan alias Bhola, Nasir
and Talha were rounded
up earlier. City Police
Officer, Rawalpindi
Syed Khalid Hamdani
took notice of the inci-
dent and ordered the
arrest of the accused.
Gujar Khan Police
arrested the accused
through technical and
human intelligence
based operation.
Superintendent of
Police, Saddar
Muhammad Nabil
Khokhar said that the
accused will be chal-
laned with solid evi-
dence. The criminals
who play with the lives
of citizens cannot
escape the clutches of
the law, he added.

Four dacoits
nabbed

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) Police's
Shahzad Town station
team apprehended four
wanted members of a
notorious dacoit gang
involved in numerous
criminal activities,
recovering cash, valu-
ables, and weapons
used in their crimes, on
Wednesday. According
to police spokesperson,
the Shahzad Town
team used technical
and human resources
and succeeded in
apprehending four
wanted members of the
snatcher gang. He said
the gang was involved
in numerous snatching
activities in various
areas of twin cities.
Police team also recov-
ered cash, six motor-
bikes, mobile phones
and weapons with
ammunition used in
crime from their pos-
session. The accused
were identified as
Usman Ali,
Muhammad Tayyab,
Bilal Abbasi and
Sadam Hussain. Cases
were registered against
the nabbed accused and
further investigation is
underway. DIG Syed
Ali Raza also directed
officers for an effective
crackdown against the
accused involved in
criminal activities and
to take all possible
measures to protect the
life and property of the
citizens. DIG Raza fur-
ther said that no crimi-
nal element will be
allowed to disturb the
peace of the people.
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ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Senate Standing Committee
on Parliamentary Affairs
held a comprehensive dis-
cussion on granting over-
seas Pakistanis, including
dual citizens, the right to
vote in future elections.

The meeting was
presided over by Senator
Dr. Mohammad Humayun
Mohmand. Highlighting
the significance of extend-
ing voting rights to over-
seas Pakistanis, the
Chairman said that many
countries successfully
implement postal balloting
and questioned why
Pakistan could not adopt a
similar mechanism. 

He observed that the cur-
rent legal framework nei-
ther grants voting rights to
dual citizens nor provides a
system to facilitate their
participation. A representa-
tive from the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) briefed the commit-
tee on past efforts, explain-

ing that a third-party audit
had previously advised
against internet voting due
to significant security con-
cerns, including the risk of
hacking. The audit conclud-
ed that online voting was
unsafe for general elections.

The Chairman stressed
that all Pakistanis living
abroad or holding dual citi-
zenship should have the
right to vote, suggesting
that postal balloting could
be a viable solution for
Pakistan. While the ECP
representatives acknowl-
edged the practicality and
cost-effectiveness of postal
balloting, they cautioned
that it could be prone to
malpractice due to the lack
of direct supervision.

Drawing from interna-
tional experiences, the
Chairman asked the com-
mittee members to explore
advanced electoral systems,
citing Brazil’s progress in
implementing modern tech-
nologies for elections. 

Senator Shibli Faraz
added that reluctance to
adopt systems like postal
balloting or electronic vot-
ing machines (EVMs)
reflects a lack of commit-
ment to ensuring free and
fair elections. The Chairman
posed the question of
whether the committee
would support amending the
laws and Constitution to
facilitate voting systems
such as postal balloting and
EVMs. However, Senator
Kamran Murtaza expressed
reservations, arguing that
such measures might not
align with constitutional
provisions.

Faced with limited sup-
port for constitutional and
legal amendments, the
Chairman adjourned the
meeting, stating, "If the
committee members are
unwilling to consider
changes to enable a trans-
parent and modern voting
system, there is no point in
continuing the discussion."

Senate committee 
discusses voting rights for

overseas Pakistanis

ISLAMABAD (APP):
During a meeting with Dr
Rana Imran Sikandar,
Executive Director of the
Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (PIMS),
he commended the govern-
ment, under the leadership
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, for prioritizing
healthcare reforms. 

He said that efforts are
underway to address public
healthcare challenges and
to plan large-scale develop-
mental projects for various
departments of PIMS.

Dr. Sikandar provided a
comprehensive briefing on
the hospital's performance,
challenges, and the state of
medical facilities. The
Deputy Chairman praised
PIMS as a vital healthcare

institution serving patients
from across Pakistan but
acknowledged the immense
pressure it faces as a pri-
mary healthcare provider.

“The provision of med-
ical facilities is becoming
increasingly challenging
due to the rising number
of patients,” Syedaal
Khan added. He expressed
concerns over the frequent
breakdown of hospital
equipment, which often
forces patients to seek
diagnostic tests from
external facilities.

To address these issues,
he underscored the urgency
of procuring new machin-
ery through adequate fund-
ing. He also called for sig-
nificant improvements in
the hospital’s infrastruc-

ture, particularly the wards,
and urged both administra-
tive staff and medical pro-
fessionals to take collective
responsibility for enhanc-
ing patient care.

Highlighting inefficien-
cies in the hospital system,
Syedaal Khan pointed to the
long queues patients endure
for blood sample collection. 

“This system needs to be
reformed to save patients’
valuable time,” he stated,
stressing the importance of
streamlining operations for
better service delivery.

The Deputy Chairman
reiterated the government's
commitment to resolving
healthcare challenges and
ensuring accessible, high-
quality medical services for
all citizens.

Syedaal praises PIMS as a
vital healthcare institution

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of the Benazir
Income Support
Programme (BISP), Senator
Rubina Khalid Wednesday
announced an increase in
the quarterly installment
under the Benazir Kafalat
Programme from Rs.
10,500 to Rs. 13,500 with
advent of the year.

The amount has been
raised for providing
much-needed financial
relief to deserving women
across Pakistan. The
announcement was made
at a ceremony where
Senator Rubina Khalid,

along with Secretary Amir
Ali Ahmed, Additional
Secretary Dr. Tahir Noor,
and other staff members,
celebrated the New Year
by cutting a cake.

Senator Rubina Khalid
declared 2025 as the "Year
of the Benazir Hunarmand
Programme", emphasizing
the initiative's potential to
empower underprivileged
individuals by equipping
them with skills to earn a
livelihood and achieve
self-sufficiency.

“This year, we are com-
mitted to continuing our
work with honesty and

dedication to serve the
marginalized segments of
society,” said Senator
Rubina Khalid during her
New Year message. The
chairperson BISP extend-
ed her heartfelt New Year
greetings to all citizens on
behalf of the BISP team.

The Benazir Income
Support Programme
remains a cornerstone of
Pakistan's social protec-
tion efforts, ensuring
financial stability and
skill development oppor-
tunities for the country’s
most vulnerable commu-
nities.

BISP beneficiaries to get increased
Benazir Kafalat stipends

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) administration has
intensified its crackdown
on violators of official price
lists and illegal petrol agen-
cies operating in residential
areas in the Federal Capital.

According to the
spokesman of ICT adminis-
tration, a targeted operation
was carried out by the
Assistant Commissioner
(Nilore) against the viola-
tors of official price lists
and illegal petrol agencies

in Ghori Town and Khanna
areas late night.

During the operation,
five individuals were
arrested for breaching the
official price lists. One per-
son was arrested for run-
ning an illegal petrol
agency in a residential area. 

Additionally, two petrol
dispensing machines from
illegal agencies operating
within the jurisdictions of
Khanna and Karpa police
stations were also seized,
he added. This action is part

of the administration’s
broader efforts to regulate
fuel distribution and
enforce compliance with
official pricing policies.

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Islamabad Irfan
Nawaz Memon urged the
residents to report such
agencies and avoid buying
petrol from them.
“Community cooperation is
essential to eliminating
such illegal activities and
ensuring safety and compli-
ance,” the DC emphasized.

ICT admin cracks down on
illegal petrol agencies

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
President of the
International Islamic
University Islamabad
(IIUI), Prof. Dr. Ahmed
Shuja Syed, on Wednesday
inaugurated a water filtra-
tion plant at the male hostels
on the university campus. 

He was accompanied by
Dr. Inam Ul Haq, Director
Administration, representing
Vice President (Academics
& Finance) Prof. Dr. Abdul
Rahman, along with a team
from Helping Hand for
Relief and Development
(HHRD) Pakistan. Speaking
on the occasion, President
IIUI, Prof. Dr. Ahmed
Shuja Syed, emphasized
the university's commit-
ment to adopting a student-
centric approach and facili-

tating the IIUI community. 
He highlighted the

plant's benefits for the stu-
dents and staff and under-
scored the importance of
establishing a follow-up
and maintenance mecha-
nism to ensure its sustain-
ability. The filtration plant,
valued at Rs 2 million, has
a capacity of 1000 liters per
hour and features Ultra
Filtration (UT) technology
with a SCADA monitoring
and control system. 

The project was initiated
by Col (R) Athar Babar,
former Provost Male and
current Chief Security
Officer, in collaboration
with Ali Rafay, Assistant
Director Hostels, and the
HHRD team.

Earlier, Dr. Inam Ul Haq

briefed the President on the
initiative and acknowl-
edged the contributions of
HHRD for their support in
the installation of the plant.

Representatives from
HHRD, including Arsheed
Baloch, Manager Health
Program; Muhammad
Imran, Senior Program
Officer; Amjad Mehmood
Amjad, Director Programs;
and Raheel Ahmed,
Manager Youth Program,
were also present at the
event. On the occasion,
Imran from HHRD
explained the plant's opera-
tion, monitoring, and main-
tenance. He emphasized its
role in preventing water-
borne diseases and sup-
porting students' academic
and physical well-being.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting 10
operations across the coun-
try managed to recover
32.914 kg drugs worth over
Rs 5.8 million and arrested
11 suspects, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Wednesday.

He informed that 24
grams weed was recovered
from a parcel sent from the
UK at a courier office in
Rawalpindi.

12 kg hashish hidden in
a vehicle near M-1
Motorway Islamabad was
recovered and two suspects

were rounded up during the
operation.

In third operation, 1.2 kg
hashish was recovered from
the possession of a suspect
held near M-1 Motorway in
Islamabad.

10 kg hashish hidden in
an uninhabited area of
Jiwani in Gwadar was
seized and 6 kg hashish was
recovered from the posses-
sion of a suspect near
Mehria Town, Attock.

In three operations near
Iqbal Shaheed Toll Plaza
GT Road Attock, ANF
recovered 120 intoxicated
tablets, 290 grams opium

and 136 grams hashish
from the possession of
three suspects.

1.2 kg hashish was
recovered from an accused
near Satellite Town,
Rawalpindi.

In 10th operation, 2 kg
heroin was recovered from
a trolley bag in Sohrab
Goth Al-Asif Square
Karachi and three accused
were arrested.

Separate cases have been
registered against the
arrested accused under the
Narcotics Control Act and
further investigations are
under process.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal
Minister for Housing and Works,
Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada, under-
scored the critical role of Sufi teach-
ings in fostering peace, harmony,
and brotherhood during the launch
of Kalyam Kooch-i-Ishq, a book
celebrating the life and teachings of
Hazrat Mian Fazluddin Kalyami. 

The ceremony, held at the
Pakistan Academy of Letters,
marked the 133rd death anniversary
of the revered mystic.

The book, co-authored by Syed
Ahmad Iqbal Tirmazi and Iftikhar
Ahmad Hafiz Qadri, explores the
biography and discourses of Hazrat
Mian Fazluddin Kalyami, a spiritual
disciple of Hazrat Baba Fariduddin
Ganjshakar.

The event drew a distinguished
audience, including former presi-
dent of the Islamic International
University, Sahibzada Dr. Sajid ur
Rehman, who presided over the ses-
sion, and Professor Dr. Abdul Aziz
Sahir, Dean of Social Sciences at

Allama Iqbal Open University, as
the guest of honor. Professor Dr.
Najeeba Arif, President of the
Pakistan Academy of Letters, also
graced the occasion alongside other
prominent academics and scholars.

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Pirzada lauded the authors
for their contribution to Sufi litera-
ture, emphasizing the timeless rele-
vance of mystics in shaping Islamic
teachings and spreading the values
of humility, tolerance, and love. 

"The teachings of Hazrat Mian
Fazluddin Kalyami remain a beacon
of hope and inspiration, especially
in today’s fractured world," the min-
ister remarked. 

He called for preserving and pro-
moting Sufi literature to bridge
divides and instill harmony among
communities.

Dr. Sajid ur Rehman elaborated
on Hazrat Mian Kalyami's spiritual
guidance, highlighting his role in
inspiring generations through his
devotion and wisdom. 

"His teachings continue to offer
guidance to seekers of truth, even
more than a century after his pass-
ing," he stated.

Professor Abdul Aziz Sahir
praised the authors for shedding
light on the life of the great mystic,
calling the book a vital effort to pre-
serve the spiritual heritage of the
region.

Similarly, Professor Najeeba Arif
highlighted Hazrat Mian Kalyami’s
miraculous abilities and profound
understanding of Islamic mysticism.

Sahibzada Professor Rashad
Masood Kalyami commended the
authors for narrating the Sufi's
emphasis on introspection, self-
reflection, and inner purification,
central to the Sabriya branch of the
Chishti Order to which he belonged.

The ceremony concluded with a
unanimous call to ensure Sufi teach-
ings reach younger generations to
promote values of compassion and
humanity in an era of uncertainty
and despair.

Water filtration plant
inaugurated at IIUI

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yusuf Raza Gilani extended
heartfelt New Year greet-
ings to the nation on
Wednesday, urging collec-
tive efforts toward
progress, unity, and pros-
perity in the year ahead.

In his special message
marking the beginning of
the New Year, he said,
"The start of a new year
brings fresh aspirations,
ambitions, and objectives.
It is an opportunity to learn
from past mistakes, realign
with our purpose, and ded-

icate our energies to the
progress and prosperity of
our nation."

He said, "The great peo-
ple of Pakistan have always
faced challenges head-on.
As we step into another
year, it calls for determina-
tion, courage, and unity
from all of us. Each indi-
vidual must fulfil their per-
sonal and collective respon-
sibilities wholeheartedly to
place our country on the
path of peace, develop-
ment, and prosperity."

Highlighting the impor-
tance of national unity, the

chairman said, "The New
Year reminds us that our
greatest strength lies in our
unity as a nation. Let us set
aside our differences and
work toward building a
society where every indi-
vidual is entitled to equali-
ty, justice, and respect."

He said, "May the New
Year bring growth, harmo-
ny, and peace to our country.
May Allah bless our nation
with greater achievements
and elevate its stature. Let
us continue our endeavours
to serve and uplift our
beloved homeland."

Gilani extends new
year greetings to

nation, calls for unity

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Benazir Income Support Program (BISP), Senator Robina Khalid
while cutting the cake of New Year 2025, made an important announcement to increase the
amount of Benazir Kafalat monthly stipend to 13,500 rupees. ––APP Photo

ISLAMABAD: People sitting around fire to keep them warm during
cloudy weather in the Federal Capital. ––APP Photo

Sufi teachings vital for peace in
troubled times: Minister

AIOU Offers
80 Educational
Programs for
Int'l students

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open
University (AIOU) has
offered over 80 educational
programs for overseas
Pakistanis and international
students in its admissions for
the Semester Spring 2025. 

These programs include
Matriculation, FA, I.Com,
Associate Degrees in Arts,
Commerce, and Education,
BS programs, B.Ed pro-
grams of 1.5, 2.5, and 4
years, and Diploma
Programs in 12 disciplines.

The university is offer-
ing these educational pro-
grams to international stu-
dents through an online
management system. 

All academic activities,
from admissions to exami-
nations, will be conducted
online. For monitoring
online examinations, MS
Teams or a monitoring
application approved by the
authorities will be used. 

The last date for admis-
sions is February 10.
Students can apply online
through the link
http://fmbp.aiou.edu.pk.

It is noteworthy that to
facilitate international stu-
dents, Vice-Chancellor
Professor Dr. Nasir
Mahmood has activated and
empowered the International
Collaboration and Exchange
Office at the university. 

This office maintains
continuous contact with
international students, pro-
vides them with extensive
guidance, and arranges ori-
entation sessions for new
international enrollees.

While discussing interna-
tional admissions, the Vice-
Chancellor stated, "It is a
matter of pride for us that
1,007 students from 37 coun-
tries have already enrolled,
and we aim to increase this
number to 5,000 within the
next five years."

Overseas Pakistanis and
international students can
contact the International
Collaboration and
Exchange Office for further
details via email at over-
seas@aiou.edu.pk or phone
at +92519572495.

2-member
bike lifters

gang busted
RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Airport Police on
Wednesday busted a two-
member bike lifters gang
and recovered six stolen
motorcycles from them.

The arrested accused
were identified as Saleem
and Muhammad Ali, a
Rawalpindi Police
spokesman said.

ANF recovers over 32 kg
drugs in 10 operations



PANJSHIR (BNA): The
recruitment process for 106
volunteer youths from
Panjshir into the ranks of
the IEA Army has been
completed, and they have
been dispatched to training
centers for military and
professional education.

According to Bakhtar
News Agency, these youths
joined the IEA Army fol-
lowing a directive from the
leadership of Panjshir
province and in accordance
with a special decree by
Amir-ul-Mu’minin, may
Allah protect him.

Hafiz Mohammad Agha
Hakim, the Governor of
Panjshir, stated that, under
the decree of Amir-ul-
Mu’minin, 600 youths have
so far joined the Army, and
500 others have been
recruited into the National
Police. The recruitment
process for the police has
been finalized, and with the

addition of these youths to
the army, the recruitment
efforts for the Islamic Army
are now complete.

He further added that, in
the past, adequate attention
was not given to employ-
ment opportunities for
Panjshir’s youth, leaving
many unemployed.

Meanwhile, residents of
Panjshir have expressed
gratitude to the leadership
of the Islamic Emirate and
local officials for their
efforts to create job oppor-
tunities for the province’s
youth.

It is noteworthy that,
over the past two years, the
provincial administration
of Panjshir has created
employment opportunities
for more than 20,000
youths in mines, Emirati
and non-Emirati institu-
tions, as well as in the ranks
of the Islamic Emirate
Army and Police.

Thousands of others have
been employed in short-
term construction projects.

300 people arrested

KABUL Khaama Press): Ministry of Interior
of Taliban-run government announced that
around 300 people, including several women,
have been arrested and punished for human
trafficking. Abdul Mateen Qani, spokesper-
son for the Ministry of Interior, stated that a
four-year strategy has been developed to
combat human trafficking. He emphasized
that most human traffickers are based outside
Afghanistan and their information has been
shared with Iran governments.

Reconstruction completed

BAMYAN (BNA): Local officials in
Bamyan province have announced the com-
pletion of the reconstruction of 31 schools
and religious seminaries at a cost of over 9
million Afghanis. During the inauguration
ceremony, Bamyan Governor Mawlawi
Abdullah Sarhadi stated that the reconstruc-
tion of these buildings, located in the provin-
cial center and districts, was carried out with
financial support from the Ministry of
Education. 

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal
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The Frontier Post

KABUL (TOLOnews): The year
2024 proved to be politically
tumultuous for the Islamic
Emirate, with key issues such as
the fate of the constitution and the
interim cabinet remaining as
unclear as in previous years.

International recognition of the
Islamic Emirate also remained
unresolved. Notable developments
included new decrees issued by the
Emirate’s leadership and global
conditions set for normalizing rela-
tions with Afghanistan under the
Islamic Emirate’s rule.

Officials of the Islamic
Emirate have said that the interim
government is directly engaging
with other countries, which, in
their view, amounts to recogni-
tion. Mawlawi Abdul Kabir, the

Deputy Prime Minister for
Political Affairs, previously said:
“At the conference of Islamic
states, the Islamic Emirate was
invited and representatives of the
Islamic Emirate were present
there, so what does recognition
mean?”

Recognition is a crucial matter
that, if achieved, could bring
widespread changes in political
and economic relations for the
Islamic Emirate. However, the
international community has
made recognition conditional on
steps such as improving human
rights (especially women’s
rights), forming an inclusive gov-
ernment, initiating national dia-
logue, and combating terrorism
and drug trafficking.

On November 15, the US
Deputy Spokesperson for the
State Department said: “As long
as the Taliban continues to essen-
tially hold back 50 percent of its
population from fully integrating
in society, fully participating in
society, it certainly is not going to
be able to reach the international
recognition that we know that
they – that they’re seeking.”

The interim government has
labeled these demands as interfer-
ence in Afghanistan’s internal
affairs and has consistently urged
the international community to
refrain from meddling.

Despite this, Islamic Emirate
officials repeatedly called on the
international community to
release Afghanistan’s frozen

assets and lift sanctions on more
than 24 Islamic Emirate officials.

In July, Zabihullah Mujahid,
spokesperson for the Islamic
Emirate, said: “The issue of an
inclusive government is an inter-
nal matter; Afghans will make
decisions with consideration of
their national interests in any case.
Neighboring countries, as well as
distant and nearby countries,
should discuss issues related to
their relations with Afghanistan.”

Domestically, the fate of draft-
ing a new constitution remains
uncertain. Abdul Karim Haidar,
Deputy Minister for Justice, at an
event in Kabul said that no direc-
tive has been issued by the leader
of the Islamic Emirate to draft a
constitution.

The leader of the Islamic
Emirate issued several decrees
this year. According to the
Ministry of Justice, seven laws
have been approved since the
Islamic Emirate came to power:

Law on the Duties and
Authorities of the Directorate for
Monitoring and Implementation
of Decrees and Orders

Law on Preventing Land
Grabbing and Recovering Seized
Lands

Law For Hearing Complaints
Law on Collecting and

Preventing Begging
Law on Money Services and

Currency Exchange
Law on Industrial Zones
Law on Promotion of Virtue

and Prevention of Vice

JALALABAD (Pajhwok):
Passenger bus stops are
being shifted outside
Jalalabad city, the capital of
eastern Nangarhar
province, in order to pre-
vent congestion and air pol-
lution, the Environmental
Protection Agency says.

The use of low quality
fuel in vehicles and the
presence of bust stops are
considered major causes
of air pollution in the city
and a plan in this regard
has been devised, officials
say.

Jalalabad residents say
the air becomes more pol-
luted in winter and leads to
seasonal and respiratory
diseases.

A resident of Jalalabad,
Sadiqullah, told Pajhwok
Afghan News huge crowds
in winter also caused air
pollution and increased the
incidence of diseases.

“To prevent air pollution,
the Environmental Prote-
ction Agency should work
seriously. The number of
vehicles is huge and sub-
standard fuel is used in
them, which causes smoke
and increases air pollution.”

Another resident, Sher
Ahmad, said the
Environmental Protection
Agency should prevent
low-quality fuel from being
imported to the country.

He said low-quality
materials were used in

brick kilns in Sararud dis-
trict and other factories and
vehicles produced a lot of
smoke in Jalalabad city.

“Air pollution in Jalal-
abad city is caused by facto-
ries, generators, brick kilns
in Sararud district, old cars,
rickshaws, and burning of
rubber and tires by families
in winter season and there
are many other factors that
the Environmental Prote-
ction Agency should take
action to prevent.”

However, the Nangarhar
Environmental Protection
Agency says it has beefed
up efforts to deal with air
pollution.

Qari Ehsanullah Muk-
htar, head of the agency,

told Pajhwok Afghan News
that they had started work-
ing with a number of organ-
izations to prevent air pol-
lution in Jalalabad city.

He added seven or eight
departments, including the
Department of Envir-
onmental Protection, held a
meeting and decided to
move bus terminals outside
the city.

He also said low quality
fuel used by small and large
vehicles had increased air
pollution in the city.

He said people’s cooper-
ation of important in pre-
venting air pollution and
asked them to stop burning
firewood and tyres unnec-
essarily.

KABUL (BNA): Represen-
tatives of the Ministry of
Refugees and Repatriation
held a meeting with repre-
sentatives of the United
Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (UNAMA).

According to a statement
issued by the ministry, the
meeting focused on sharing

the ministry’s operational
plans and discussing coor-
dination efforts with the
UN Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan.

The source added that
Mawlawi Shukrullah Sha-
kir, Director of Repatriation
and Resettlement at the
ministry, stated during the

meeting: “The primary task
of this ministry and related
institutions is to work
together and in coordina-
tion to address the chal-
lenges faced by returnees
and internally displaced
persons.”

The statement further
noted that UNAMA repre-

sentatives assured the min-
istry officials of their coop-
eration and emphasized:
“We are committed to assi-
sting the people of Afgha-
nistan, particularly retur-
nees and internally displa-
ced persons, to resolve their
challenges through coordi-
nation and collaboration.”

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Abdul Haq Akhund,
Deputy Interior Minister
for Counter Narcotics,
speaking at the graduation
ceremony of a Quran
recitation and Tajweed
course for recovering
addicts in one of Kabul’s
rehabilitation camps, stated
that nearly one billion
afghani are allocated annu-
ally from the Islamic
Emirate’s budget for the
treatment of addicts.

He said that rehabilita-
tion centers operate in all
provinces of the country to
improve the condition of
addicts.

“Did you know that
nearly one billion afghani
are spent annually from the
Islamic Emirate’s budget
for these brothers?” he said
during the ceremony.

Abdul Rahman Qasemi,
Technical Deputy Minister
for Counter-Narcotics,
pointed out the destructive

effects of drugs on society
and said, “The effects of
drugs are not limited to the
individual and their family
but impact the entire socie-
ty. For humanity, the imp-
act of drugs is greater than
that of chemical weapons.”

Meanwhile, officials
from the Ministry of Hajj
and Religious Affairs also
emphasized the issue of
beggar collection during
the program, highlighting
that foreign countries
exploit children and beg-
gars to tarnish Afghani-
stan’s reputation interna-
tionally.

Zar Mohammad Haq-
qani, Technical Deputy of
the Ministry of Hajj and
Religious Affairs, said,
“Foreign organizations, by
employing women and
children for begging, have
tried to portray Afghanistan
negatively.”

Alizadeh, a religious
scholar at the event,

addressing the recovering
addicts, said, “The money
the government has spent
on you should not go to
waste.”

Some of the recovering
addicts who completed the
educational course
expressed their happiness at
the opportunity and urged
the youth to avoid drug use.

Wahidullah, one of the
recovering addicts, said,
“The fear that Westerners
spread among us Muslims
should be abandoned. Stay
away from bad company.”

Zia Rahman, another
recovering addict, said,
“My message to the youth
is to stay away from drugs
and pursue education. We
were addicts too, but now
we have become memoriz-
ers of the Quran.”

According to officials,
more than 30 people gradu-
ated from the Quran recita-
tion and Tajweed course
during the ceremony.

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
year 2024 witnessed sub-
stantial changes in
Afghanistan’s health sector.
Key issues included the
closure of medical institu-
tions to women, the launch
of polio vaccination cam-
paigns, limited access to
standard healthcare servic-
es, especially in remote
areas, and global concerns
over maternal mortality and
child malnutrition.

The closure of medical
training institutions to
women was neither offi-
cially confirmed nor denied
by the Islamic Emirate.

However, female stu-
dents reported being given

a ten-day period to com-
plete their exams.

Haida, a midwifery stu-
dent, spoke to TOLOnews
on December 4 about the
closure of medical insti-
tutes to women, stating:
“When we came to the
institute the next day, the
director told us not to come
anymore, as the institutes
were closed. Later, they
gave us a ten-day period to
take our exams.”

This decision sparked
both domestic and interna-
tional reactions.

Organizations such as
UNAMA, Amnesty Inter-
national, the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation,

Médecins Sans Frontières,
foreign ministers of France
and Germany, former
President Hamid Karzai,
the UN’s Humanitarian
Coordinator in Afgh-
anistan, UNICEF, and oth-
ers called for a reconsidera-
tion of this policy.

Despite a warning by the
United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) on August
22 that Afghanistan urgent-
ly needs 18,000 skilled
midwives, the Deputy Mi-
nister for Policy and Devel-
opment of the Ministry of
Public Health denied a
shortage of female health
workers in the country.

“We have more than

30,000 midwives who are
not currently part of the
system and are waiting for
employment opportunities
to be created for them,”
said Mohammad Hassan
Ghiasi, Deputy Minister of
Planning and Health
Development at the
Ministry of Public Health,
on December 25.

The launch of polio vac-
cination campaigns was
another major health event
of the year.

The Ministry of Public
Health conducted at least
ten campaigns in 2024,
though the methodology for
three of these campaigns
deviated from previous

years, as they were not con-
ducted door-to-door.

The ministry did not
confirm any positive cases
of polio in 2024, but the
World Health Organization
(WHO) reported more than
20 positive cases in Afgh-
anistan during the year.

“This year, we do not
have any confirmed cases,
but there are suspected
cases,” said Sharafat Zam-
an Amarkhel, spokesperson
for the Ministry of Public
Health, on December 24.

Achievements in the
health sector included the
establishment of Afghani-
stan’s first polio laboratory
in collaboration with aid

organizations and the
export of serum worth
$580,000 from Afghanistan
to Iraq.

Challenges such as
insufficient healthcare
facilities, malnutrition, and
most critically, maternal
and infant mortality remain
areas of concern for global
organizations. 

UNFPA described
Afghanistan as one of the
most challenging places in
the world for women to
give birth, reporting that
every two hours, a mother
dies due to preventable
pregnancy and childbirth-
related causes.

The World Health

Organization’s (WHO) also
reported that 24 mothers
and 167 newborns die daily
from preventable causes in
Afghanistan, though the
Ministry of Public Health
rejected these claims.

“About 67% of the pop-
ulation currently has
access, which means that
about 33% of the popula-
tion does not have access to
the health services,” said
Edwin Ceniza Salvador, the
World Health Organiza-
tion’s (WHO) Representa-
tive in Afghanistan.

In a recent development,
Noor Jalal Jalali, acting
minister of public health,
announced the approval of

a budget for the construc-
tion of 318 district-level
hospitals by the leader of
the Islamic Emirate.

“A special budget has
been approved by the Amir
al-Mu’minin of Afghan-
istan for the construction of
general hospitals in 318
districts. The preliminary
legal procedures have been
completed, and the con-
struction work has practi-
cally begun,” said the act-
ing minister.

It remains to be seen
whether Afghanistan’s
healthcare needs will be
met in the coming year and
if the sector will witness
progress.

KABUL (TOLOnews): In
2024, Afghanistan’s cultur-
al sector witnessed signifi-
cant initiatives, including
the restoration of ancient
monuments, the documen-
tation and discovery of his-
torical sites, and the exhibi-
tion of antiquities.

Historical artifacts sym-
bolize a nation’s identity,
and Afghanistan, as a coun-
try rich in historical and
cultural heritage, holds a
unique position on the
global stage.

According to statistics,
the Ministry of Information

and Culture prevented the
smuggling of 538 historical
artifacts in 2024.

These artifacts were
identified and documented
before being transferred to
relevant museums in vari-
ous provinces across the
country.

The intercepted items
included metal artifacts,
objects from the Bronze
Age, and Islamic-era items
such as weapons, coins, and
jewelry.

Khabib Ghofran, spoke-
sperson for the Ministry of
Information and Culture,

stated: “The Ministry of
Information and Culture
has prevented the smug-
gling of 538 historical arti-
facts. These include metal
objects, Bronze Age arti-
facts, and Islamic-era items
like weapons, coins, and
jewelry.”

In addition to uncover-
ing historical sites, several
residents and cultural
activists in provinces such
as Bamyan, Uruzgan,
Badakhshan, Nimroz, and
others expressed concerns
over the destruction of his-
torical monuments during

the year.
All countries around the

world have historical and
archaeological sites, but
certain developments have
led to these artifacts and
sites remaining hidden
from public view.

In 2024, approximately
150 historical and archaeo-
logical sites were discov-
ered and documented in
various provinces of
Afghanistan.

Among the discoveries
were 90 sites in Jawzjan
province, 20 sites in
Helmand province, and 13

sites in Farah province.
Faqir Maiwand, a former

senior advisor to the
Ministry of Information
and Culture, said: “I hope
Afghanistan’s historical
monuments will be treated
responsibly, and experts
with skills and knowledge
will be involved in their
discovery and display.”

Restoration of historical
monuments is one of the
most valuable branches of
architecture, ensuring the
longevity of a historical
monument for many years.

During the year, over

eight historical monuments
were restored in the provi-
nces of Herat, Bamyan,
Kandahar, Ghazni, and
Kabul.

The strengthening of the
Minaret of Jam in Ghor, the
80% progress in restoring
the Kabul Bala Hissar, and
the initiation of restoration
work on the National
Archives were among the
notable restoration projects
this year.

Mohammad Hasib Nas-
imi, the head of the Dire-
ctorate of Preservation and
Restoration of Historical

Monuments, stated: “The
Directorate of Preservation
and Restoration of
Historical Monuments has
worked on restoring around
15 historical monuments
since the beginning of 1403
(solar year). Fortunately,
the restoration of over eight
monuments has been com-
pleted, and work on five
others is ongoing.
Additionally, the restora-
tion of three other historical
monuments may be com-
pleted this week.”

Abdul Rahman Ehsas, a
cultural expert, said:

“Immediate action must be
taken to preserve these
sites, as it is the responsibil-
ity of the Ministry of
Information and Culture,
particularly since some of
these monuments are
United Nations education-
al, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)-
listed.”

This year, the Ministry
of Information and Culture
established committees to
restore historical sites, pre-
serve cultural values, and
protect the national lan-
guages of the country.

Activists urge
global action

to address
crisis

KABUL (Amu TV): A net-
work of women’s rights
activists has called on the
international community and
institutions to take decisive
steps to address the worsen-
ing crisis in Afghanistan.

The Afghanistan Wom-
en’s Political Participation
Network, led by Tarannum
Saeedi, released a statement
marking the New Year, urg-
ing the world to reconsider
its approach to the Taliban
regime and its impact on
Afghanistan’s society.

The statement empha-
sizes the need for a shift in
global engagement, partic-
ularly regarding the pres-
ence of “terrorist organiza-
tions” in Afghanistan, and
calls for an end to interna-
tional support or interaction
with the Taliban. The net-
work also stressed the
importance of unity among
Afghan citizens to disman-
tle systemic discrimination.

“We will continue our
fight to achieve freedom
for Afghan women and
push for the recognition of
gender apartheid in
Afghanistan,” the state-
ment read, reaffirming their
commitment to advocating
for women’s rights.

Since the Taliban
regained power in August
2021, they have drastically
curtailed the rights and
freedoms of Afghan citi-
zens, particularly women
and girls. Women are
barred from attending sec-
ondary schools, universi-
ties, and workplaces. Even
public acts of faith, such as
reciting the Quran aloud or
performing prayers, have
been restricted for women.

Despite widespread con-
demnation from Islamic
scholars, global human
rights organizations, and
Afghan citizens, the
Taliban have refused to
reverse their policies.

The activists have called
on the international com-
munity to formally recog-
nize the Taliban’s policies
as gender apartheid, a step
they believe is crucial for
mobilizing global action.

2024 saw significant challenges in health sector

Afghanistan’s cultural sector in 2024: Progress & challenges

Official says 1b Afs
spent annually on

addiction treatment

100 youths from Panjshir
join army for training

MoR and UNAMA discuss
coordination for returnees, IDPs

Air pollution: Bus stops being
moved outside Jalalabad city

2024 ends with still no recognition of interim govt
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GAZA STRIP: A field hospital flooded following heavy rains in Khan Younis.

TEHRN (AFP): Iran will
hold nuclear talks with
France, Britain, and Germ-
any on Jan. 13 in
Switzerland, local media
reported on Wednesday,
quoting a foreign ministry
official.

“The new round of talks
between Iran and three
European countries will be
held in Geneva on January
13,” said Kazem
Gharibabadi, Deputy
Foreign Minister for Legal
and International Affairs,
according to ISNA news
agency. He added the talks
were only “consultations,
not negotiations.”

The three European
countries had on Dec. 17
accused Iran of growing its
stockpile of high-enriched
uranium to “unprecedented
levels” without “any credi-
ble civilian justification.”
They have also raised the
possibility of restoring
sanctions against Iran to
keep it from developing its

nuclear program. Iran has
in recent years increased its
manufacturing of enriched
uranium such that it is the
only non-nuclear weapons
state to possess uranium
enriched to 60 percent, the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
nuclear watchdog said.

That level is well on the
way to the 90 percent
required for an atomic
bomb. On November 29,
Iran held a discreet meet-
ing with the three
European powers in
Geneva which
Gharibabadi at the time
described as “candid.” Iran
insists on its right to
nuclear energy for peace-
ful purposes and has con-
sistently denied any ambi-
tion of developing nuclear
weapons capability.

Supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
who has the final say in all
state matters, has long
issued a religious decree, or

fatwa, prohibiting atomic
weapons. Late Monday,
Iran’s security chief Ali
Akbar Ahmadian main-
tained that Iran has “not
changed” its nuclear doc-
trine against pursuing
atomic weapons. The
January 13 talks will take
place one week before
Donald Trump’s return to
the White House.

In 2015, Iran and world
powers — including
France, Britain and
Germany — reached an
agreement that saw the eas-
ing of international sanc-
tions on Tehran in
exchange for curbs on its
nuclear program. But the
United States, during
Trump’s first term in office,
unilaterally withdrew from
the accord in 2018 and
reimposed biting economic
sanctions. Tehran adhered
to the deal until
Washington’s withdrawal,
and then began rolling back
on its commitments.

Iran to hold nuclear talks
with 3 European powers

SEOUL (AFP): South
Korean investigators prob-
ing a Jeju Air crash which
killed 179 people in the
worst aviation disaster on its
soil said Wednesday they
will send one of the retrieved
black boxes to the United
States for analysis.

The plane was carrying
181 people from Thailand
on Sunday when it issued a
mayday call and belly-land-
ed before hitting a barrier
and bursting into flames,
killing everyone aboard
except two flight attendants
pulled from the burning
wreckage. South Korean and
US investigators, including
from Boeing, have been
combing the crash site in
southwestern Muan since
the disaster Sunday.

“The damaged flight data
recorder has been deemed
unrecoverable for data
extraction domestically,”
said South Korea’s deputy
minister for civil aviation,
Joo Jong-wan. “It was
agreed today to transport it
to the United States for
analysis in collaboration
with the US National
Transportation Safety
Board.” Joo earlier said both
of the plane’s black boxes
were retrieved, and for the
cockpit voice recorder, “the
initial extraction has already
been completed”. “Based on
this preliminary data, we
plan to start converting it
into audio format,” he said,
meaning investigators
would be able to hear the
pilots’ final communica-

tions.
The second black box, the

flight data recorder, “was
found with a missing con-
nector”, Joo said. “Experts
are currently conducting a
final review to determine
how to extract data from it.”
Officials initially pointed to
a bird strike as a possible
cause of the disaster, but
they have since said the
probe was also examining a
concrete barrier at the end of
the runway, which dramatic
video showed the Boeing
737-800 colliding with
before bursting into flames.

They also said that a spe-
cial inspection of all Boeing
737-800 models operated by
local carriers was examining
their landing gear after ques-
tions over a possible
mechanical failure in the
crash. The ongoing inspec-
tions are “focusing mainly
on the landing gear, which
failed to deploy properly in
this case”, said the director
general for aviation safety
policy, Yoo Kyeong-soo.
Local media reported the
landing gear had deployed
properly on Jeju Air Flight
2216’s first failed landing
attempt at Muan airport
before failing on the second.

The issue “will likely be
examined by the Accident
Investigation Board through
a comprehensive review of
various testimonies and evi-
dence during the investiga-
tion process”, the ministry of
land, which oversees civil
aviation, said at a briefing.
At Muan airport, grieving

families of victims had
become increasingly frus-
trated by delays in identify-
ing and releasing the bodies.
Officials have said the bod-
ies were extensively dam-
aged by the crash, making
the work of identifying
remains slow and immense-
ly difficult, even as investi-
gators had to preserve crash-
site evidence.

But the country’s acting
president Choi Sang-mok,
who has been in office less
than a week, said Wednesday
the process had finally been
completed, and that more
bodies had been handed over
to relatives so that they could
hold funerals. “Our investi-
gators, along with the US
National Transportation
Safety Board and the manu-
facturer, are conducting a
joint investigation into the
cause of the accident,” Choi
said at a disaster response
meeting Wednesday.

“A comprehensive analy-
sis and review of the air-
craft’s structure and the
black box data will reveal
the cause of the accident,”
Choi added. The US investi-
gators had arrived Monday
and headed straight to Muan,
with the initial on-site joint
probe focusing on a naviga-
tion system known as a
localiser that assists in air-
craft landings. The localiser,
installed on a concrete struc-
ture at Muan International
Airport, is the barrier that
has been blamed for exacer-
bating the severity of the
Jeju Air crash.

S Korea to send Jeju Air
crash black box to US

MOSCOW: The flow of
Russian gas to several
European countries was
halted on New Year’s Day
after Ukraine refused to
renegotiate a transit deal
amid war with Moscow.
Ukraine’s unwillingness to
renew the five-year-old
transit agreement aims to
rob Russia of revenue that
Moscow can use to fund its
war, but the move will like-
ly create an energy crisis in
Eastern Europe, with
Transnistria – a breakaway
Moldovan region – cutting
heat and hot water supplies
to households.

“It brings to a final end
what was once Russia’s
dominance of the EU ener-
gy market,” Al Jazeera’s
Jonah Hull, reporting from
Ukraine’s capital Kyiv,
said. Before the invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, Russia
supplied some 35 percent
of Europe’s pipeline natural
gas exports. With the shut-
down of Russia’s oldest gas
route to Europe, functional
for more than 40 years,
Russia’s share has dwin-
dled to less than 10 percent.
Another gas pipeline pass-
ing through Turkiye still
supplies gas to countries
such as Hungary. So, how
will turning off the taps
during the height of the
winter season affect coun-
tries, particularly in Eastern
Europe and what could

happen next?
Russian energy giant

Gazprom said on
Wednesday that gas sup-
plies to Europe had been
halted at 8am local time
(05:00 GMT) after
Ukraine’s state-owned oil
and gas company Naftogaz
refused to renew its latest
five-year transit deal. On
Wednesday, Ukraine’s
Energy Minister German
Galushchenko said in a
statement, “We stopped the
transit of Russian gas. This
is an historic event. Russia
is losing its markets, it will
suffer financial losses.
Europe has already made
the decision to abandon
Russian gas.” The latest
contract was first signed in
2020 under which Ukraine
was paid transport fees. But
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
warned that Kyiv would not
renew the transit agreement
amid the continuing war.

Many European coun-
tries began to reduce their
reliance on Russian gas
after Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.
At its peak, Moscow’s
share of European gas
imports stood at 35 percent,
but has fallen to about 8
percent. The European
Union received less than 14
billion cubic metres (bcm)
of gas from Russia through
Ukraine as of December 1,

down from 65bcm per year
when the contract began in
2020. The gas is sent
through the Soviet-era
U r e n g o y - P o m a r y -
Uzhgorod pipeline from
Siberia through Sudzha, a
town in Russia’s Kursk
region which is now under
the Ukrainian military’s
control. The gas moves via
Ukraine into Slovakia.
There, the pipeline splits
into branches which take
the supply to the Czech
Republic and Austria.

The transit deal was
bringing financial returns for
both Russia and Ukraine.
Ukrainian media quoted
Serhii Makohon, former
head of the Ukrainian GTS
Operator, estimating that
Russia made a significantly
higher amount of money
from the transit deal than
Ukraine. Makohon estimat-
ed that Russia was earning
$5bn a year, a number also
reported by the Reuters
news agency. On the other
hand, Ukraine was receiving
an annual $800m “but most
of this money is spent on
transit itself. [Ukraine’s]
treasury receives $100-
200m in taxes and divi-
dends,” Makohon was quot-
ed by Ukrainska Pravda.
Bloomberg estimated
Russia’s earnings from the
deal to be even higher, at
$6.5bn annually. —
Aljazeera

Russian gas flow to Europe
via Ukraine stopped

Humayun Khan 

PESHAWAR: Peshawar
High Court (PHC) divi-
sional bench comprising of
Justice Naeem Anwar and
Justice Fazal Subhan has
sought a response from the
federal government and
other parties regarding the
provision of details of cases
filed against Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader and Member of the
National Assembly (MNA)
Atif Khan.

The lawyer Bashir Wazir
informed the court that the
petitioner is MNA and that
multiple cases have been
registered against him fol-
lowing the November 24
protests. However, he stat-
ed that the details of these
cases have not been provid-
ed to him.

Justice Naeem Anwar
remarked that the court will
seek a report from the feder-

al government and other rel-
evant parties. Atif Khan's
lawyer also requested the
court to grant protective bail
to the petitioner and direct
the authorities not to arrest
him in the registered cases.

Justice Fazal Subhan
observed that the court can-
not issue a blanket order in
this regard. The lawyer
argued that the Peshawar
High Court has granted
protective bail in similar
cases in the past. Justice
Naeem Anwar remarked
that the Supreme Court has
declared such routine
orders as unlawful. Subseq-
uently, the court granted
protective bail to Atif Khan
until January 16 and direct-
ed the relevant authorities
to provide details of the
cases registered against him
by January 16.

Meanwhile, PHC has
granted interim bail to
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTI) leader and Member
of the National Assembly
(MNA) Barrister Umar
Ayaz Khan Niazi until
January 16. The court has
also directed him to appear
before the relevant court.

PHC Justice Naeem
Anwar heard the argu-
ments. The counsel for the
petitioner, Adil Butt
Advocate, informed the
court that his client is an
elected MNA from
Mianwali and a case has
been registered against him
at the Pirpiai police station
in Mianwali. The court was
informed that the petitioner
has already been granted
interim bail in 10 other
cases. After completing the
arguments, the court grant-
ed interim bail to Umar
Ayaz Khan Niazi until
January 16 and directed
him to appear before the
relevant court at the sched-
uled time.

PHC grants bail
to two PTI MNAs

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A meeting regarding
Huqooq-e-Pakistan Project-II, was
held here at Chief Minister's
Secretariat the other day, with Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur in the chair.
The meeting discussed and finalized
an action plan for the effective imple-

mentation of the project and achiev-
ing its desired objectives. Federal
Secretary for Human Rights Allah
Dino Khawaja, Advocate General
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Shah Faisal
Utman Khel, as well as representa-
tives from relevant federal and
provincial departments and the
UNDP, attended the meeting.

The meeting decided to have a
coordinated mechanism between the
relevant federal and provincial
departments for the implementation
of the project. A briefing was provid-
ed about the project's key features,
objectives, proposed activities, areas
of coordination challenges, and other
related matters. It was informed that
this 3.5 years long project is being
launched with the cooperation of the

European Union and the UNDP,
aimed at strengthening relevant insti-
tutions and improving the human
rights situation in the province.

It was apprised that under the
project, human rights institutions
will be established to enhance the
delivery of services in the province,
and all data related to human rights

will be digitized, and added that the
digitization/Integration of data will
also help streamline the people-
centered complaint management
system. Furthermore, the project
will introduce human rights-related
programs in the higher education
sector of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
the provincial government will
identify two universities for this
purpose.

Additionally, various measures
have been proposed under the pro-
gram for implementing the Human
Rights National Action Plan in the
province.

The Chief Minister assured the
provincial government's full coopera-
tion for the proper implementation of
the project and directed all relevant

departments to ensure their support in
this regard. He stated that the govern-
ment aims to centralize the database
of marginalized and underprivileged
segments of society, and has already
instructed the concerned authorities
in this regard. He expressed hope that
this project would contribute to the
ongoing efforts of the provincial gov-
ernment. The Chief Minister empha-
sized the importance of a comprehen-
sive and integrated database of
deserving and underprivileged
groups, stating that the establishment
of a centralized database and centers
would enable the provision of uni-
form and quality facilities to all. He
added that the provincial government
is working to provide necessary
equipment and facilities to individu-
als with disabilities across the
province, and the establishment of the
database will accelerate progress in
this regard.

He directed the appointment of
focal persons for effective coordina-
tion with relevant institutions for
project implementation. He also
instructed the formation of a steer-
ing committee at the provincial level
to ensure the project runs on sus-
tainable basis. He emphasized
including officials from the Finance
and P&D departments in the steer-
ing committee, as these departments
have the capacity to sustain the proj-
ect permanently.

Meeting finalizes action plan for
Huqooq-e-Pakistan project-II

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: In an inter-
esting turn of events, the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday grant-
ed bail to Shahid Hussain
Khawaja, a co-accused in
the Rs3.20 billion sales tax
fraud case, against the sure-
ty bond of meagre Rs100.
The court declared the tax
department's criminal
probe as an excess of
authority. 

IHC Justice Babar Sattar
directed to send a copy of
the court's order to Federal
Bureau of Revenue's (FBR)

Chairman Rashid
Mahmood Langrial.
According to the verdict,
the manager of a bank was
arrested for helping in
opening account at power
company branch. It said
that the state did not pro-
vide any material regarding
the petitioner's involvement
in the tax fraud crime. 

The court also said that
the tax department did not
determine the tax due on
the taxpayer as per the law.
Moreover, the verdict said
that the tax department
arrested the petitioner in
violation of the Lahore

High Court's verdict. 
The tax department initi-

ated criminal proceedings
despite being aware of the
LHC's verdict, said the
IHC, adding that the FBR
chairman should distribute
the copies of the LHC and
IHC's judgments to the tax
officers. The court said in
case of violation, the tax
collection authority and the
tax officers will face action
for misuse of powers. The
IHC further remarked that
the legal and police powers
delegated to public officials
should be exercised in
accordance with the law. 

Accused granted bail against
surety bond of Rs100

GAZA (AP): Israeli strikes
killed at least 12
Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip, mostly women and
children, officials said
Wednesday, as the nearly
15-month war ground on
into the new year with no
end in sight.

One strike hit a home in
the Jabaliya area of north-
ern Gaza, the most isolated
and heavily destroyed part
of the territory, where Israel
has been waging a major
operation since early
October. Gaza’s Health
Ministry said seven people
were killed, including a
woman and four children,
and at least a dozen other
people were wounded.
Another strike overnight in
the built-up Bureij refugee
camp in central Gaza killed
a woman and a child,
according to the Al-Aqsa
Martyrs Hospital, which
received the bodies.

The military said mili-
tants fired rockets at Israel
from the Bureij area
overnight and that its forces
responded with a strike tar-
geting a militant. The mili-
tary also issued evacuation

orders for the area that were
posted online. A third strike
early Wednesday in the
southern city of Khan
Younis killed three people,
according to the nearby
Nasser Hospital and the
European Hospital, which
received the bodies.

The war began when
Hamas-led militants
attacked southern Israel on
Oct. 7, 2023, killing some
1,200 people and abduct-
ing around 250. About 100
hostages are still held in
Gaza, at least a third of
whom are believed to be
dead. Israel’s air and
ground offensive has
killed over 45,000
Palestinians, according to
Gaza’s Health Ministry. It
says women and children
make up more than half
the fatalities but does not
say how many of those
killed were militants.

The Israeli military says
it only targets militants and
blames Hamas for civilian
deaths because its fighters
operate in dense residential
areas. The army says it has
killed 17,000 militants,
without providing evi-

dence. The war has caused
widespread destruction and
displaced some 90 percent
of Gaza’s population of 2.3
million, many of them mul-
tiple times. Hundreds of
thousands are living in tents
on the coast as winter
brings frequent rainstorms
and temperatures drop
below 10 degrees Celsius
(50 F) at night. At least six
infants and another person
have died of hypothermia,
according to the Health
Ministry.

American and Arab
mediators have spent nearly
a year trying to broker a
ceasefire and hostage
release, but those efforts
have repeatedly stalled.
Hamas has demanded a
lasting truce, while Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanayhu has vowed to
keep fighting until “total
victory” over the militants.
Israel sees net departure of
citizens for a second year
More than 82,000 Israelis
moved abroad in 2024 and
only 33,000 people immi-
grated to the country,
Israel’s Central Bureau of
Statistics said.

Fresh Israeli strikes
kill 12 in Gaza

S Arabia
executes six

Iranians
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has
executed six Iranians sen-
tenced for drug trafficking,
the Saudi Press Agency
reported on Wednesday. The
Iranian nationals were exe-
cuted in the Eastern
Province after being con-
victed of smuggling hashish
into the Kingdom.

After being arrested by
Saudi security authorities,
the smugglers were referred
to the competent court. A
ruling was issued against
them after their guilt was
proven and they were sen-
tenced to death. The ruling
became final after it was
appealed and then upheld by
the Supreme Court, and a
royal order was issued to
enforce the punishment, the
SPA said. The Ministry of
Interior said that the govern-
ment is protecting the secu-
rity of citizens and residents
from the scourge of drugs,
and imposing the most
severe penalties stipulated
by the system on smugglers
and dealers. — Arab News

Surge in 
fake calls to
Rescue 1122

Syed Adnan

PESHAWAR: In 2024,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa saw a
dramatic increase in both ter-
rorism-related incidents and
public negligence, as new
figures reveal a staggering
number of fake emergency
calls to the province's Rescue
1122 service. According to
data released, Rescue 1122
received a total of 7.3 million
calls throughout the year, out
of which a concerning 4.5
million were found to be
false or prank calls. 

The data highlights the
widespread issue of public
irresponsibility in the face of
real emergencies, with major
cities like Peshawar, Dera
Ismail Khan, and Mardan
leading the charge in fake
call statistics. In Peshawar
alone, over 6.6 million calls
were received, many of
which were unverified or
malicious in nature.

The figures show that the
overall emergency call volume
across the province includes
notable numbers from other
districts such as Mardan
(551,997 calls), Dera Ismail
Khan (594,828 calls), and
Swat (198,814 calls). Despite
the serious nature of threats
like terrorism, target killings,
extortion, and street crimes, the
public continues to misuse
emergency services, under-
mining their ability to respond
swiftly to actual crises.

Further scrutiny of the
data also points to a worrying
trend in other areas, with dis-
tricts such as Nowshera,
Kohat, and Hangu seeing
hundreds of thousands of
false calls. The scale of this
issue stretches from Chitral
to South Waziristan, where
millions of calls flood the
emergency response system-
most of which are bogus.

This situation raises seri-
ous concerns about the lack
of civic responsibility in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, as
people appear to prioritize
trivial matters over critical
emergency services, leaving
the region vulnerable in the
face of increasing criminal
activity and terrorism. The
authorities are urging the
public to recognize the
importance of these services
and to avoid misusing them,
as it hampers the ability of
rescue operations to assist
those in genuine need.

KP PA
proceedings

adjourned due to
lack of quorum

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ass-
embly proceedings, chaired
by Speaker Babar Salim
Swati on Wednesday, adjo-
urned until January 13, at 2
p.m. due to lack of quorum.

The proceedings began
with the recitation of the
Quran. However, immedi-
ately after, an opposition
member pointed out a lack
of quorum. At that point,
only 24 members were
present in the House. In
response, the Speaker
ordered to rung the bells for
two minutes. 

Once the session
resumed, the required num-
ber of members for contin-
uing the proceedings was
still not met. As a result, the
Speaker adjourned the ses-
sion until Monday at 2 p.m.
January 13. It is worth
mentioning here that the
provincial assembly pro-
ceedings was initially
scheduled to begin at 2
p.m. on Wednesday, but it
was delayed by over four
hours. This led to journal-
ists in the press gallery
boycotting the proceedings.

Speaker of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly,
Babar Saleem Swati,
approved and signed the
rules of the "Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Employees
(Terms and Conditions of
Service) Bill, 2024." 

With this development,
the rules regarding the
terms and conditions of
service for assembly
employees have been
granted legal status. On this
occasion, the Speaker said
that this legislation marks a
significant step towards
clarifying the rights and
responsibilities of assembly
employees and improving
institutional performance.
He further emphasized that
the implementation of this
bill would help address
employees' concerns and
ensure transparency in the
administrative affairs of the
institution.

10 dead after
truck crashes
into US crowd

LOUISIANA (AFP): At
least 10 people were killed
and 30 or more injured when
a truck intentionally drove
into a large crowd on Canal
and Bourbon Street in New
Orleans' French Quarter at a
high speed early on
Wednesday, city officials
said.

The incident occurred at
the intersection of Canal and
Bourbon Streets during New
Year's Eve celebrations, the
city said in a statement.
Bourbon Street is a historic
tourist destination in the
city's French Quarter, known
for attracting large crowds
with its music and bars.

Investigators have found
a suspected improvised
explosive device at the
scene, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) said on
Wednesday. "We are work-
ing on confirming if this is a
viable device or not," Special
Agent Alethea Duncan told a
news conference after the
attack. Police Chief Anne
Kirkpatrick said at a tele-
vised news conference a
driver intentionally drove
into a crowd at around
3:15am.

"This man was trying to
run over as many people as
he could," Kirkpatrick said.
"He was hell bent on creat-
ing the carnage and damage
that he did," she added.
Kirkpatrick said the driver
fired at police and struck two
police officers after his vehi-
cle crashed. 

She said there were more
than 300 officers that were
on duty at the time of the
incident and that the FBI will
be taking over the investiga-
tion. "A horrific act of vio-
lence took place on Bourbon
Street earlier this morning,"
the governor of Louisiana,
Jeff Landry, said on X, urg-
ing people to stay away from
the area where the attack
took place.


