PPP’s Saba declared winner
F.P. Report

KARACHI: A Spokesman for the
Provincial Election Commission of
Sindh has said that Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) candidate Saba Talpur is

officially declared winner for NA-
213 Umerkot by-election. He said
that NA-213 Umerkot by-election
official results as per Form 47 has
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PM calls for strong

efforts to cut debts

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday called upon
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
officers to work with unwavering com-
mitment and full dedication to help
Pakistan becoming a debt-free country.
He was speaking at a ceremony in
Islamabad where he launched a new
Performance Management System for
FBR officers. "If we want to move
away from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), we must work hard to
increase our revenues," the prime min-
ister said.

He said the FBR revenues wit-
nessed an increase of 27%, for which
the entire FBR team deserved appreci-
ation. However, he said this was a long
journey and more work was needed to
plug the loopholes in the system. The
prime minister commended the efforts
of the finance minister, the secretary
finance, Chairman FBR and the entire
team for launching such an effective
performance system.

He also announced to replicate this
system in other government institu-
tions to promote the culture of penalty
and reward aimed at improving the
performance of the institutions. During
his visit to the FBR, the prime minister
was briefed on PRAL (Pakistan
Revenue Automation Limited), digital
invoicing, and the newly launched
Performance Management System.

He also visited the newly estab-
lished delivery unit of FBR and inter-
acted with officers. The prime minister
was informed that a data-driven deci-
sion-making system was being intro-
duced at the FBR. This includes data
collection from NADRA, banking
institutions, and other sectors regard-
ing payments and asset purchases. In
order to align FBR with international
standards and expand the tax base, the
Board is taking steps toward imple-
menting a modern and automated sys-
tem.

In line with the prime minister's
vision for reforms and digitization of
the FBR, the entire value chain is being
digitized. Furthermore, preparations

for launching the digital invoicing sys-
tem have been completed and it will be
officially rolled out soon. It was also
shared during the briefing that tax
return forms for the current fiscal year
had been further simplified. Under the
new system, more than 35 additional
companies have been brought into the
tax net.

To improve the performance of
FBR officers and promote a system of
accountability and reward, the prime
minister also launched a fully automat-
ed and digital system for evaluating
officer performance. Through this sys-
tem, officers will be eligible for finan-
cial incentives and promotions based
on their performance. The prime min-
ister also visited the newly established
FBR delivery unit, where he met with
officers and reviewed the system. He
praised the setup saying that the offi-
cers working in the Unit were a valu-
able national asset. He expressed hope
that they will play a key role in mod-
ernizing Pakistan's tax system and
boosting national revenue.

Fight against terrorism to contin-
ue; enemies afraid of country's eco-
nomic successes: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday reiterated his
government's resolve to continue the
fight against terrorism, saying that the
enemies of Pakistan were afraid of its
€Conomic successes.

"Our Jihad to uproot terrorism from
the country will continue. We will
inflict such a crushing defeat on terror-
ists that they won't dare look at
Pakistan with ill intent again," the
prime minister said, chairing a high-
level meeting on law and order here.
Appreciating the efforts and decisive
actions by all institutions and
provinces against terrorism, he assured
the federal government's full coopera-
tion in enhancing the capacity of all
provinces for the purpose.

He called for setting aside all differ-
ences and working together to elimi-
nate terrorism and lauded the security
forces personnel and officers con-
fronting terrorists and sacrificing their
lives. Prime Minister Shehbaz instruct-
ed all the institutions to intensify their

efforts against smuggling and tighten
the noose around the human trafficking
networks to bring the traffickers to jus-
tice.

He directed the early completion of
Safe City projects in major cities and
appreciated the joint efforts by federal
and provincial governments to pro-
mote a counter-terrorism narrative.
During the briefing to the prime minis-
ter, the relevant authorities stated that a
National and Provincial Intelligence
Fusion and Threat Assessment Center
has been established under NACTA.

It was told that the Safe City project
was operational in ten cities of Punjab.
The projects are also being implement-
ed in Karachi, Hyderabad, Sukkur,
Larkana, Mirpurkhas, and Nawabshah.
The same has been approved for
Peshawar and would be extended to
Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu, and Lakki
Marwat in the next phase. The partici-
pants of the meeting were told that
Gwadar Safe City project would be
completed soon and similar projects
would be implemented in all major
cities along National Highways N-25
and N-40. The Digital enforcement sta-
tions are being established on various
highways and bridges to curb smug-
gling. Federal and provincial govern-
ments are taking action to remove all
illegal constructions around major
urban centers and a crackdown is
underway against begging mafias
nationwide, and measures are being
taken to restrict their overseas travel.

It was told that a Forensic Science
Agency had been established in
Islamabad, and the Punjab Forensic
Science Agency was being further
upgraded. The meeting was attended
by federal ministers Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Mohsin Raza Naqvi, Ahad Khan
Cheema, and Attaullah Tarar, Advisor
to PM Rana Sanaullah, Minister of
State Talal Chaudhry, KP CM's
Adviser Barrister Saif, GB Interior
Minister Shamsul Haq Lone, AJK
Interior Minister Col (Retd) Wagqar
Noon, chief secretaries and inspectors
general of police from all provinces,
GB, AJK and Islamabad, besides Chief
Commissioner Islamabad.

Tree catches

PPP’s reservations over canals project

fire after
lightning strike

Anees Takar

MARDAN: A tree located
within the premises of the
Type-D Hospital in Rustam

Bilawal warns

of quitting coalition

Where will the farmers of
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Head constable Kkilled
F.P. Report

D I KHAN: A police head constable
was killed as unknown miscreants
ambushed a police party within limits
of Chaudwan police station here on
Friday. According to police, some
unknown miscreants who had already
taken positions opened indiscriminate
fire on Chawadan police station’s per-
sonnel when they were passing by
Musazai Adda.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif addi;ess the launching ceremony of performance

management system of FBR.

Mardan, caught fire after
being struck by lightning.
Rescue 1122’s firefighting
team responded promptly
and successfully extin-
guished the flames. No
casualties reported in the
incident, says rescue offi-
cials.

According to Rescue
1122, the firefighting unit
rushed to the scene immedi-
ately upon receiving the
alert and managed to control
the fire within a short span
of time. Fortunately, no
casualties were reported.
The Medical
Superintendent and local
elders praised the swift and
effective action of the res-
cue team and appreciated
their dedicated service.

Meanwhile, due to recent
heavy rains and the risk of
potential ~ weather-related
emergencies, Rescue 1122
Director ~ General Shah
Fahad has instructed all eight
Rescue 1122 stations in
Mardan to remain on high
alert. District Rescue Officer
Syed Shoaib Mansoor con-
firmed that the rescue staff is
fully prepared to respond to
emergencies and provide
timely assistance to citizens.

The public has been
advised to avoid trees, sign-
boards, electrical wires,
poles, and mud-built houses
during the rain to prevent
accidents. Furthermore, citi-
zens are urged to drive
slowly and cautiously, as
wet roads increase the risk
of traffic accidents.

F.P. Report

HYDERABAD: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal-Bhutto
Zardari has warned that
his party would part ways
with the ruling coalition
led by the Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N) if the federal
government failed to
address its serious reser-
vations over the contro-
versial canals project.

“The federal govern-
ment must immediately
roll back its controversial
canal project, otherwise
the PPP cannot work with
you [Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz],” the PPP
chief said while address-
ing a public gathering in
Hyderabad.

Addressing the public
gathering today, Bilawal
pointed out that his party
was the only political
force to have opposed
these projects from day
one, asking the govern-
ment to abandon the canal
project as he would not
“leave the nation’s side”.
He noted that the projects
are being imposed from
Islamabad, adding that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif was "still unwilling
to budge, and we are not
ready to step back either".

“If the choice is
between Shehbaz Sharif
and the people, the deci-
sion is not difficult,” he
warned. He noted that the

nation is burning in the
fire of terrorism, and "you
[federal government]
sparked a debate that pits
brother against brother.”
“Those sitting in
Islamabad are blind and
deaf — unwilling to see or
hear the voices of the
provinces. We are oppos-
ing these projects on the
basis of principles
because the federation is
under threat.

“What’s the reason
behind your stubbornness.
We want Pakistan to
develop and federation is
strengthened but we can-
not back off from our
principles,” he added.
Bilawal emphasised that
the PPP’s vision is for
equal economic develop-
ment across all four
provinces and a reduction
in inflation. “We reject
your ministries; we do not
want them, we want
respect. You will have to
accept our demands.”

Lashing out at the
PML-N, Bilawal said,
“These so-called ‘lions’

are sucking the blood of
the people. Every PML-N
project is against farm-
ers.” He cited the wheat
scandal as an example of
the government's exploita-
tion of farmers and said
that new tax measures
were now threatening the
already burdened agricul-
tural sector. “They’ve
decided to unleash a storm
of taxes on agriculture.

Punjab and Sindh go?” he
asked.

“The economic murder
of the agriculture sector is
complete,” Bilawal
declared. He criticised the
government’s plan to irri-
gate deserts, saying, “Now
they claim they will green
the deserts — but we
won’t compromise on the
Indus.” “You should use
technology to develop
Cholistan and
Tharparkar,” he advised
the government. “We have
faced water shortages in
Punjab and Sindh for 25
years. The crisis is real
and ongoing,” he said.

Calling for an end to the
economic victimisation of
farmers, Bilawal said, “If
the government withdraws
the controversial project,
we are ready to sit down
and plan the development
of agriculture together.”
The PPP chairman warned
the federal government
against any misconcep-
tions regarding his stance,
asserting, "I neither pos-
sess Form 47 nor a certifi-
cate of being selected.
What I have is the support
of the people." “We are
political people; we are not
out for personal gain. We
are not campaigning for
ministries or the prime
ministership,” he said,
adding: “We have taken to
the streets to save the
Indus River — and to pro-
tect the federation.

No one will
be allowed to

stay sans visa
after 30th

E.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Interior Talal
Chaudhry said that the
deadline for the deportation
of undocumented foreign
nationals would not be
extended.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad on
Friday, he categorically said
that no one would be allowed
to stay in Pakistan without a
valid visa after April 30. “We
have hosted our Afghan
brothers with open hearts for
40 years. There is no country
in the world where people
can reside without a visa,” he
added.

He warned that legal
action would be taken
against those renting out
property to undocumented
residents. “We have com-
municated clear instruc-
tions to all provinces, if
anyone gives a shop, house,
or any kind of space to an
illegal foreigner, they will
be held accountable under
the law,” he said.

According to Talal
Chaudhry, as many as
84,869 Afghan nationals
have returned to their coun-
try since April 1. He clari-
fied that the repatriation
process is being carried out
in a lawful and well-organ-
ized manner. He added that
the foreign ministry is in
continuous contact with the
Afghan government in this
regard. A Pakistani delega-
tion, led by Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar, is also
set to visit Afghanistan.

Dy PM, SCO
GS exchange

views
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Deputy
Prime Minister (PM) and
Foreign Minister, Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, on
Friday received the Secretary
General of the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organization
(SCO), Nurlan Yermekbay-
ev, who is on an official visit
to Pakistan.

Ishaq Dar congratulated
Mr Yermekbayev on com-
mencement of his responsi-
bilities as the new Secretary
General of SCO. He assured
him of Pakistan’s full support
for the SCO Secretariat. The
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister underlined
Pakistan’s close historical
ties with SCO member States
and reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to uphold the
Shanghai spirit.

He appreciated the poten-
tial of SCO as forum for pro-
moting regional peace and
security as well as a tool to
achieve enhanced economic
development within the
region.

J&K int’l recognized
disputed territory: FO

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Jammu and Kashmir was
an internationally recognized disputed ter-
ritory whose final status was to be deter-
mined in accordance with the relevant
United Nations Security Council resolu-
tions and aspirations of the Kashmiri peo-
ple, the Foreign Office Spokesperson said
on Friday.

Speaking during the weekly press brief-
ing here, he said, “We wish to set the
record straight regarding remarks made by
the Spokesperson of the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs regarding Jammu and
Kashmir, yesterday. India’s arbitrary des-
ignation of the Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir as its so-called Union
Territory is null and void, ipso facto.”
“Rather than making baseless claims,
India should vacate the large territories of
Jammu and Kashmir under its forcible
occupation for the last 77 years,” he con-
tinued.

He said that at the invitation of Acting
Afghan Foreign Minister, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar will lead a high-
level delegation to Kabul on Saturday.
During the day-long visit, he will call on
the Afghan Acting Prime Minister besides
meeting the Afghan Acting Deputy Prime
Minister for Economic Affairs, and hold-
ing delegation-level talks with the Acting
Foreign Minister.

The talks will cover the entire agenda of
the Pak-Afghan relationship, focusing on
ways and means to deepen cooperation in
all areas of mutual interests, including
security, trade, connectivity, and people-
to-people ties. The Deputy Prime
Minister’s visit is a reflection of Pakistan’s
commitment to enhance sustained engage-
ment with the brotherly country of
Afghanistan.

He said, “Pakistan strongly condemns
the bombing of the Baptist Hospital in
Gaza by Israeli occupation forces. This
attack, part of a pattern of targeting med-
ical facilities, constitutes a flagrant viola-
tion of international humanitarian law.
That it occurred on Palm Sunday, a sacred
occasion for Christians, underscores
Israel’s blatant disregard for religious

sanctity and civilian lives.”

Pakistan demanded an immediate end
to Israel’s ongoing atrocities, which had
resulted in the indiscriminate killing of
innocent and unarmed Palestinians,
including women and children, and the
systematic destruction of civilian infra-
structure, he added.

“Israel’s relentless assaults have crip-
pled Gaza’s healthcare system, depriving
critically ill patients of vital medical care.
Coupled with the blockade on humanitari-
an aid, these actions reflect a deliberate
strategy to prolong suffering and entrench
conflict. Pakistan calls for an immediate
halt to the hostilities by Israeli occupying
forces and reiterates its support for the
two-State solution, with a viable, inde-
pendent and sovereign State of Palestine
on pre-June 1967 borders with Al Quds Al
Sharif as its capital, ” he continued. He
said Pakistan urged the international com-
munity to take decisive action to hold
Israel accountable and protect Palestinian
civilians from further violence.

He said Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), will undertake an
official visit to Pakistan from 20-21 April
2025. The high-level visit reflected the
deep-rooted, fraternal relations between
Pakistan and the UAE, and underscored
the two countries’ shared commitment to
strengthening bilateral cooperation across
all areas of mutual interest, he remarked.

The Spokesperson said that at the invi-
tation of the Deputy Prime Minister
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation of Rwanda,
Ambassador Olivier J. P Nduhungirehe
will be visiting Pakistan from 21-22 April
2025. During the visit, Foreign Minister
Nduhungirehe will be holding talks with
the Deputy Prime Minister.

Apart from calling on the Prime
Minister and the Chairman Senate, the
Foreign Minister of Rwanda will also have
meetings with some key Federal
Ministers. Foreign Minister Nduhungirehe
will also officially inaugurate the High
Commission of the Republic of Rwanda in
Islamabad, he added.

Four militants killed
In Swat operation

FE.P. Report

MINGORA: Security
Forces and Law Enforc-
ement Agencies conducted a
joint intelligence based
operation in Swat District on
reported  presence  of
Khwarij.

During the conduct of
operation, own troops effec-
tively engaged khwarij loca-
tion, resultantly four khwarij
were sent to hell. Weapons
and ammunition were also
recovered from the killed
khwarij, who remained
actively involved in numer-
ous terrorist activities in the
area.

Sanitization operation is
being conducted to eliminate
any other Kharji found in the
area, as the Security Forces
in coordination with Law
Enforcement Agencies of
Pakistan are determined to
wipe out the menace of ter-

rorism from the country.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday commended the
officers and personnel of the
security forces and law
enforcement agencies
(LEAs) for the successful
operation against Fitna al-
Khawarij in Swat district.

The Prime Minister com-
mended the professional
capabilities of the officers
and personnel of the security
forces and the LEAs for the
killing of four terrorists, a
PM's Office news release
said.  Prime  Minister
Shehbaz resolved to contin-
ue fight against terrorism
until it was completely erad-
icated from the country.
"The entire nation, including
me, stands by the unwaver-
ing resolve of the Pakistani
armed forces to protect our
beloved homeland," PM
Shehbaz said.

President Asif Ali Zardari
and Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday hailed the profes-
sionalism, bravery, and ded-
ication of Pakistan's security
forces following a success-
ful intelligence-based opera-
tion in Swat that resulted in
the elimination of four Fitna
al-Khawarij.

In separate statements,
the president and prime min-
ister commended the offi-
cers and personnel of the
security forces and law
enforcement agencies for
their courageous action.
President Asif Ali Zardari
commended the forces for
their swift and strategic
response. He emphasized
the importance of intelli-
gence-based operations and
acknowledged the determi-
nation of Pakistan's security
agencies in dismantling the
terrorist network.

74 killed, 171 injured in deadliest US attack on Yemen

SANAA (AFP): US strikes on a
Yemeni fuel port killed at least 74
people, Houthi rebels said on Friday,
in the deadliest attack of
Washington’s 15-month campaign
against the group. The strikes on Ras
Issa aimed at cutting off supplies and
funds for the rebels that control large
swathes of the Arabian Peninsula’s
poorest country, the United States
military said.

Images broadcast by a Houthi-run
television station showed large blazes
lighting up the night sky, following the
latest in an intensified barrage of
attacks under US President Donald
Trump. Houthi health ministry
spokesman Anees Alasbahi said res-
cuers were still searching for victims at
the fuel terminal on the Red Sea, sug-

gesting the number of dead could rise.
“The death toll ... has risen to 74
martyrs and 171 wounded in a non-
final count,” he said. AFP was not
able to verify the figures independ-
ently. The Houthis later announced
missile attacks on Israel and two US
aircraft carriers. Israel’s military ear-
lier on Friday said it had intercepted a
missile launched from Yemen.
Protesters chanting ‘“Death to
America! Death to Israel!” gathered
in cities around the country, including
one major demonstration in the capi-
tal Sanaa on Friday. “The American
military build-up and continued
aggression against our country will
only lead to more counter-attacks and
attack operations, clashes and con-
frontations,” Houthi military

spokesman Yahya Saree told the
crowd in Sanaa.

The strikes on Thursday came just
before the US resumes negotiations
with Iran over its nuclear programme
in Rome on Saturday, following
warnings that Tehran is getting closer
to building an atomic weapon. “The
military actions in Yemen are clearly
sending a signal to Tehran,”
Mohammed Albasha, a US-based
consultant, told AFP.

The US military has hammered the
Houthis with near-daily air strikes for
the past month in a bid to stamp out
their attacks on shipping in the Red
Sea and Gulf of Aden. Claiming soli-
darity with Palestinians, the rebels
began attacking the key maritime
routes and Israeli territory after the

Gaza conflict began in October 2023.
They paused their attacks during a
recent two-month ceasefire. In a
statement, United States Central
Command (Centcom) said: “US
forces took action to eliminate this
source of fuel for the Iran-backed
Houthi terrorists and deprive them of
illegal revenue that has funded
Houthi efforts to terrorise the entire
region for over 10 years.”

The US strikes began in January
2024 but have resumed and multi-
plied under Trump, starting with an
offensive that killed 53 people on
March 15. Footage broadcast early
Friday by Al-Masirah showed a fire-
ball igniting off the coast as thick
columns of smoke rose above what
appeared to be an ongoing blaze. The

Houthi TV station later screened
interviews with survivors lying on
stretchers, including one man with
burns on his arms. “We ran away. The
strikes came one after the other, then
everything was on fire,” one man
who said he worked at the port told
Al-Masirah. Israel carried out air
strikes on Ras Issa and elsewhere in
Yemen in January, describing the tar-
gets as military infrastructure. Similar
Israeli strikes that also included Ras
Issa took place in September.

Iran called the latest US strikes
“barbaric”, while Hamas denounced
them as “blatant aggression”. The US
bombing campaign intensified last
month following Houthi threats to
resume attacks on international ship-
ping in protest at Israel’s blocking of

aid to the Gaza Strip. “The message
today is unmistakable: the US is tar-
geting not only Houthi military assets
and personnel, but also their econom-
ic infrastructure,” Albasha said.

Houthi attacks on the Red Sea
shipping route, which normally car-
ries about 12 per cent of global trade,
have forced many companies into
costly detours around the tip of south-
ern Africa. Separately, US State
Department spokeswoman Tammy
Bruce accused the Chinese satellite
firm Chang Guang  Satellite
Technology Company of “directly
supporting” Houthi attacks on “US
interests”. Bruce did not initially pro-
vide details, but later referred to “a
Chinese company providing satellite
imagery to the Houthis”.
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New canals in Punjab

PPP HR Cell proposes
four points solution

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: “The build-
ing of six new canals in the
Punjab disregarding the vital
interest of the lower riparian
Sindh and destroying its
agriculture and farmers is a
case of elite capture of state
resources rather than dishar-
mony between provinces”.

This has been stated by
former Senator Farhatullah
Babar, president of the
human rights cell of the PPP
at a press conference in the
PPP central secretariat in
Islamabad. He was accom-
panied by other members of
the Cell including GS
Maliaka Raza, vice presi-
dent Zulgarnain Ashghar
and Samina Salam.

He said that river Indus,
the lifeline of Pakistan, was
already threatened by the fast
melting of glaciers of
Hindukush-Himalaya range,
drastically reduced rainfall,
the exploding population, the
absence of a national water
management policy and the
vagaries of climate disaster.
The availability of freshwa-
ter per capita has reduced
from 5000 cubic meters at
the time of independence to

less than 1000 cubic metres
per capita at present render-
ing Pakistan one of the water
stressed countries in the
world, he said.

With  overall water
scarcity the building of new
canals in the Punjab threat-
ening Sindh is thoughtless,
irresponsible and detrimen-
tal to the federation and
must be shelved, he said.

Babar demanded that the
federal government come
out clean in Council of
Common Interest (CCI) and
remove confusion caused by
different federal ministers
having differing briefs; some
saying that the project has
not yet started while some
others claiming that it is an
old project for which IRSA
has already issued a water
availability certificate.

He said that the IRSA
which it is claimed to have
issued the certificate did not
have its federal member
from the lower riparian
province Sindh and was not a
legal body. Playing up a non-
certificate by a non-legal
body is befooling the public.

He said that recently the
federal government said that
only 8.2 million acres in

Sindh was cultivable as
against 18 million acres non-
cultivable. Punjab has some
30 million acres of cultivable
land. Why are the 18 million
uncultivated lands of Sindh
being ignored, he asked?

He also questioned corpo-
rate farming. First, it was
touted as ‘cooperative farm-
ing’ as if it was a land devel-
opment project for the bene-
fit of peasants who could not
afford modern farming tech-
niques. Then it was changed
to ‘corporate farming’—the
very word smacking of bour-
geoisie capitalism and elite
capture at the expense of
social equitability and justice

Babar said that land
development projects touted
as solutions to problems of
local people end up by push-
ing the local people out of
their ancestral lands and
their only source of liveli-
hood. The practice of appor-
tioning state lands like a
melon at the expense of the
common man must end.

He said that the deprived
and starved farmers of
Sindh will have nowhere to
go but to urban areas creat-
ing huge socio economic
and law and order problems.

Inreply to a question that
President Zardari has put his
signatures to the project he
said that the constitution
does not require presidential
approval to developmental
projects. He said that presi-
dent Zardari had already
warned in his address to the
parliament and Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari had also
denounced it very forcefully.

He said that water is life
and thus was a most funda-
mental human right issue..

Babar
declaring a  national
drought emergency, a shift
from huge infrastructural
development projects to
water conservation and
improved water manage-
ment, sound population
policies and an end to the
culture of elite capture.

In reply to a question
about the FIA enquiry
against him he said that the
FIA had declared him an
accused on the basis of a cit-
izen’s complaint and it was
not proper for him to respond
to it publicly. Let the private
citizens' allegations if there
indeed was such a complaint
play out its normal course in
a legal manner , he said.

Robbery
gang busted

in Karachi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Police arrested a three-mem-
ber dacoit gang comprising
two brothers and their broth-
er-in-law during an
encounter in the Kati Pahari
area in Karachi. According to
SSP Central Zeeshan Shafiq,
the suspect were all from the
same family, are linked to
several cases of street crime,
robbery, and motorcycle theft
across Karachi, reported a
private news channel.

Police said that the sus-
pects, 25-year-old
Muhammad Usman, his
brother Muhammad Aziz
(sons of Muhammad Ishaq),
and their brother-in-law
Khurram  Hussain ~ were
injured and arrested in a
shootout with Shahrah-e-
Noor Jahan police in North
Nazimabad Block Q. During
interrogation, they also con-
fessed to a targeted killing in
Tando Adam, where they
were sent by a relative to mur-
der another family member.

After committing the
murder, they looted Rs. 4.7
million and shot the victim in
the face while smothering
him with a pillow. The sus-
pects had rented a car from
Karachi's Defence area for
the Tando Adam operation
and later hid the stolen
money in Hyderabad. Police
say the gang was wanted in
multiple cases and further
investigations are underway.

Vaccination process of intending
Hujjaj to start next week

KARACHI (APP): Federal Minister for
Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony,
Sardar Muhammad Yousuf on Friday,
informed that vaccination process of intend-
ing Hujjaj would start next week and various
centers have been established in major cities
of the country for the purpose including
Karachi, Hyderabad and Sukkur in Sindh.
While addressing intending pilgrims and
talking to media persons during visit of Bait-
ul-Hajaj Karachi, he informed that training
process of the intending pilgrims was in final
stages that was carried out in phased manner
across the country to equip them with basic
knowledge about the entire process of Hajj
including Arkan-e-Hajj (obligatory acts of
Hajj) as well as legal or formal requirements,
use of Nusuk and other relevant matters.
Sardar Yousuf said that more than
110,000 intending pilgrims would travel to
holy lands for performing Hajj 2025. Among
them, 89,000 pilgrims will travel under the
government scheme while 23000 pilgrims
will make their journey through private Hajj
operator scheme, he told. Sardar Yousuf
informed that over 21000 Pakistanis would
fly from Karachi airport that has been
embedded in the Route to Makkah initiative
of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia allowing hassle
free immigration process at Saudi airports.
The Road to Makkah facility is currently
available in two cities of the country-
Islamabad and Karachi and the government
was striving for expansion of the facility to
Lahore, Quetta, Peshawar and other major

cities of Pakistan, he added.

The federal minister said Saudi govern-
ment has further improved the overall Hajj
arrangements and also introduced NUSUK
and other new initiatives while the govern-
ment of Pakistan made the best arrange-
ments as well to facilitate the pilgrims this
year which included quality residence near

the Haramain Sharifain, round the clock
transport, air conditioned tents and other
facilities. For the convenience of Hujjaj e
Karam, quality residential facilities have
been arranged at the minimum possible dis-
tance in the Markazia area of Madina
Munawara and Batha Quraish, Azizia and
other central areas of Makkah Mukarama,
he said and added that staff of the ministry
and Muavneen would be available for assis-
tance of Hujjaj Karam there.

Under the guidance of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, the Ministry is making all
out efforts to ensure maxim facilitation of
Hujjaj so that they could perform Hajj- one
of the essential religious obligations in
Islam- with comfort and peace of mind, he
stated. He assured every possible facilitation
and assistance to the intending Hujjaj and
requested them to pray for peace, progress,
stability and prosperity of the country and
particularly for gallant sons of the nation
who sacrificed their lives in defense of the
motherland. Responding to a query about
the issue of private Hajj tour operators, the
federal minister informed that due to non
compliance of Saudi Hajj policies over
300000 intending Hujjaj from different
countries including Pakistan were facing
problems. The government has taken the
issue with the Saudi Hajj ministry and
10000 cases from Pakistan got clearance, he
informed and added that some Hajj tour
operators failed to fulfill the requirement
and commitments with Saudi authorities

and business partners within the committed

time despite repeated directives by the reli-
gious affairs ministry. It is regrettable that a
significant portion of Pakistan’ quota could
not be availed due to negligence of tour
operators, he said and stressed on stringent
action against the persons or companies
found negligent, he added.

Remembering Professor Khurshid
impact on Islamic economics

Ahmad's

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Professor
Khurshid Ahmad, a distin-
guished scholar, Islamic
economist, reformer, and
statesman, consistently
sought to build bridges
among people of diverse
ideological backgrounds.
This commitment to inclu-
sivity is evident in the wide
spectrum of individuals
influenced by his ideas, his
body of work, and the insti-
tutions he founded.
Speakers observed this
at a condolence reference
held at the Institute of
Policy  Studies  (IPS),
Islamabad, to honor the
life, work, and enduring
legacy of Prof Khurshid
Ahmad, also the founding
chairman of IPS, who
passed away on April 13.
The event brought together
a diverse gathering of poli-
cymakers, scholars, stu-
dents, colleagues, and
admirers. Speakers remem-
bered Prof Khurshid as a
trailblazer who champi-
oned Islamic economics,
founded transformative
institutions, and helped
shape intellectual discourse
in Pakistan and beyond.
Mushahid Hussain Syed,
former senator, fondly
recalled that Prof Khurshid
had a remarkable ability to
connect  with  people,
embracing individuals
regardless of background or
age. He rose above party
lines and always spoke from
the heart — as a Muslim and a
Pakistani. He underscored
the enduring relevance of his
values, vision, scholarship,
and devotion as a statesman,

N

having served in the Senate
for nearly 22 years.

Adding to this,
Farhatullah Babar and Javed
Jabbar, veteran parliamentar-
ians, cherished Prof
Khurshid’s wisdom, dili-
gence, and commitment to
the common good, which
characterized his role in the
Parliament.

Ahmer Bilal  Soofi,
renowned lawyer and former
federal minister, commented
that his intellectual presence
extended beyond the Senate,
impacting global debates and
movements across Muslim
and non-Muslim lands. His
body of work is a lasting
legacy and will continue to
inspire future generations.

Emphasizing the lasting
impact of Prof Khurshid’s
intellectual contributions,
Dr Qibla Ayaz, member
Shariat Appellate Bench,
Supreme Court of Pakistan,
described him as a scholar
of future studies who accu-
rately anticipated the trajec-
tories of Islam, Pakistan,
and the Muslim Ummabh. It
was this vision, he said, that
led Prof Khurshid to estab-

ea‘d

lish enduring institutions,
ensuring that his ideas con-
tinue to live on.

Echoing these senti-
ments, Dr Shireen Mazari,
former minister, noted that
Prof Khurshid Ahmad con-
sidered the establishment of
IPS as an independent think
tank among his most endur-
ing legacies. Under his lead-
ership, IPS became a vibrant
hub for intellectual dis-
course, particularly on
Kashmir, on which the insti-
tute produced some of the
most comprehensive
research unmatched by any
other Pakistani think tank.

Maulana Zahid-ur-
Rashidi, a religious schol-
ar and editor of Al-Sharia,
said Prof Khurshid dedi-
cated his life to advancing
education, enriching intel-
lectual discourse, and con-
tributing meaningfully to
the national landscape. His
contribution to the move-
ment to eliminate interest-
based financial systems
demonstrated wisdom,
profound insight, and
technical acumen.

Dr Anis Ahmad, vice

chancellor, Riphah
International University and
brother of Prof Khurshid,
said Prof Khurshid actively
promoted the political, eco-
nomic, and social thought of
Maulana Maududi with
deep dedication and clarity.
The organizations he found-
ed continue to carry out
scholarly work, highlighting
the solutions that Islam
offers in the realms of poli-
tics, economics, and society.

Haris Ahmad, the son of
Prof Khurshid, reflected that
his father had a deep love
for Islam and Pakistan, and
in service of both, he was
always willing to collabo-
rate with people from
diverse backgrounds.

In closing remarks,
Khalid Rahman, chairman
IPS, reflected on his long
association ~ with  Prof
Khurshid, describing him as
a personification of timeless
values that serve as guiding
principles for future genera-
tions. He highlighted that
Prof Khurshid lived a life
driven by purpose and
vision, beyond the pursuit
of wealth, power, or status,
dedicated wholly to Islam
and Pakistan. Known for
his steadfastness, he often
said, “There are no vaca-
tions in Islam,” reflecting
his lifelong commitment to
his vision.

On the occasion, a video
clip of Prof Khurshid was
played in which he reflected
on his life’s journey and
aspirations.  Participants
were also introduced to a
chatbot being developed at
IPS to answer queries based
on curated content from
Prof Khurshid’s works.

also proposed ||
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LAHORE: Christian community gather to atten

prayers at Don Bosco Church. —APP Photo

eve with devotion and

Reduction in
electricity
prices

isufficient

KARACHI (PPI): Pasban
Democratic Party (PDP)
Karachi President Abdul
Hakim Quaid said on
Friday that the minor reduc-
tion in electricity prices is
insufficient and further
reduction is necessary.

He mentioned in a state-
ment that just as electricity
prices havd been increased
in recent years, similar
reductions were also essen-
tial. Quaid suggested that
electricity bills should be
charged at a maximum of
SiX Or seven rupees per unit.

He further commented
that the people of Karachi
are not ATM machines
from which institutions can
withdraw money at will.

He urged the govern-
ment to provide genuine
relief to the public by sig-
nificantly reducing elec-
tricity tariffs. He men-
tioned that in the current
situation, where inflation is
rising, a reduction of six to
seven rupees in electricity
prices is inadequate. The
PDP leader pointed out that
people are selling their
household items to pay
electricity bills and advo-
cated for the elimination of
unnecessary  taxes to
reduce the per-unit price.

He suggested that new
nuclear power plants
should be established to
produce cheap electricity,
as electricity is a basic
necessity for the public.

Quaid emphasized the
need to eliminate fixed
charges and unjust slabs
from electricity bills and to
implement a simple and
fair slab system. He made
these remarks during
protests held in North
Karachi and New Karachi.

Easter greetings
from the PPP
Minority Wing

KARACHI (PPI): The
leadership of the Pakistan
People's Party Minority
Wing Karachi extended
Easter greetings to the
Christian community, reit-
erating their commitment
to promoting love, toler-
ance, brotherhood, and
national harmony.

According to a statement
from the PPP, Mushtaq
Matto, President of the
Minority Wing Karachi
Division, said that Easter
reminds us of the sacrifice,
victory, and new life of
Jesus Christ. He prayed for
God's blessings to be
bestowed upon the homes
of the Christian community
and that the People's Party
would continue its support
for minority rights.

MPA and Parliamentary
Secretary for Minority
Affairs Sindh Assembly,
Roma Mushtaqg Matto,
described Easter as a mes-
sage of hope, life, and salva-
tion, and extended greetings
to the Christian community
of Sindh. She stated that the
people's party would contin-
ue to take practical steps for
the constitutional rights of
minorities.

Senior Vice President
Salamat ~ Noor  Khan
described Easter as a sym-
bol of renewed faith and
spiritual ~ victory, and
prayed for the day to bring
joy, peace, and love to
everyone. Javed Bhatti also
extended greetings to the
Christian nation with a
message of hope and joy.

The leadership of the
People's Party Minority
Wing Karachi pledged to
continue their efforts for
interfaith tolerance, equal
rights, and the protection
of minorities.

40,000 IT Jobs to
open for Pakistanis
in US: Tessori

KARACHI (PPI) Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori announced a signif-
icant milestone in interna-
tional employment oppor-
tunities, revealing that a

Memorandum of
Understanding has been
signed  between the

Governor Initiatives and
the Cyber Range Solutions.

This agreement aims to
create 40,000 jobs for
Pakistanis in the United
States,  fulfilling  the
requirements of artificial
intelligence.  Successful
candidates can expect
salaries ranging from
$90,000 to $130,000, with
the company covering ini-
tial expenses for students.

During a press confer-
ence at the Governor
House, alongside Federal
Minister for Education Dr.
Khalid Magbool Siddiqui,
Governor Tessori elaborat-
ed that the company will
offer a six-month free
course followed by a test.
Those who pass the test
will secure employment

opportunities.  Students
participating in IT courses
under the  Governor

Initiatives are required to
pass the test and obtain
certification. The
Governor expressed satis-
faction by stating that their
efforts are finally bearing
fruit, with courses set to
commence next week.

He congratulated the
students, remarking on the
growth from a seed planted
a year ago to a fruitful tree
today. Out of 550,000 stu-
dents who took the IT
course test, 50,000 quali-
fied and have been
engaged in advanced IT
courses for the past 11
months.

The Governor empha-
sized the need for a major
change in the education
curriculum, noting that
Pakistan lags four to five
years behind the world in
educational matters. He
mentioned that, after 77
years, campuses of top uni-
versities are being estab-
lished in the province.
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Saturday, April 19, 2025

Governor calls for urgent
meeting of stakeholders

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Governor Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday called for
an urgent meeting of all
stakeholders to develop a
clear and people-friendly
strategy regarding the
Mines and Minerals Act.

He emphasized that all
political parties must be
taken into confidence and
political differences set
aside for the greater good
of the province.

The Governor said this
while speaking to a delega-
tion from the Minerals
Association Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, led by Afsar
Muhammad, during a meet-
ing at Governor House
Peshawar. The delegation
briefed the Governor about
their concerns over the
Mines and Minerals Act,
saying that the legislation is
not Dbeneficial for the
province and could worsen
the situation in an already
troubled region.

The delegation men-

tioned that despite assur-
ances from the Chief
Minister during a previous
meeting, no concrete steps
had been taken, leaving
them disappointed.

Governor Kundi pointed
out that following the 18th
Constitutional Amendment,
the Mines and Minerals Bill
is a provincial matter. He
criticized the provincial
government for not safe-
guarding the interests of the
people, citing the Farmers’
Bill as another example
where public welfare was
ignored.

Highlighting the demand
for Buner marble in Mad-
inah Munawwarah, the Go-
vernor stressed that security
and other ongoing chal-
lenges are obstructing the
province’s development.

He wurged the Chief
Minister to summon a joint
meeting of parliamentary
leaders from all political
parties and officials from
the law department to final-
ize a comprehensive and

non-confrontational plan,
which should then be pre-
sented at the relevant forum
in Islamabad.

Governor Kundi said
that Parliamentary leader of
PPP in KP Assembly
Ahmad Karim Kundi has
also highlighted the bill in a
press conference, and also
assured the delegation that
he would personally for-
ward their concerns to the
concerned authorities.

Meanwhile, Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi has
emphasized the importance
of trusting and guiding the
youth towards a positive
direction.

Speaking to a delegation
led by Youth Organization
Pakistan President Ejaz
Khan at Governor House,
he stressed that combating
negative propaganda is cru-
cial and requires unity
between the state and the
people.

Governor Kundi high-
lighted the need for the pos-
itive use of social media,

urging that criticism must
be constructive and priori-
tize national interest.

He warned against the
rising negative perception
of state institutions, stress-
ing that Pakistan must
counter external and inter-
nal threats with resilience.

He said the rich cultural
heritage and tourism poten-
tial of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, saying that
the province’s soft image
must be promoted from
within rather than expect-
ing outside help.

Governor Kundi also
reaffirmed his support for
youth engagement and

empowerment, mentioning |

e
PESHAWAR Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa F atsal Kanm Kundt oﬁermg fattha for departed soul of
deceased sister of Press Reporter to Governor Asmat Shah Garwaki (APP) at Governor’s House.

PBA directs to remove
Israeli products

that the doors of the
Governor House are always
open for the youth.

Delegation = members
appreciated the Governor’s
commitment and assured
him of their full support in
improving provincial con-
ditions and promoting
youth and women empow-
erment.

Proposed legislation aim at depriving
KP of its mineral resources: Sherpao

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Qaumi Wat-
an Party (QWP) Chairman
Aftab  Ahmad Khan
Sherpao on Friday said his
party would resist with full
force besides moving the
court of law if the proposed
Mines and Minerals Bill
2025 was passed.

Speaking at a press con-
ference here, he said that
the proposed legislation
was aimed at depriving
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa of its
mineral resources. He said
that besides moving the
court, his party would stage
protests and raise voice at
all forums if the proposed
Mines and Minerals Bill
was enacted.

Aftab Sherpao said that
some elements were out to
capture the resources of

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
adding that the QWP would
go to any extent to protest
against the passage of this
controversial legislation.

He maintained that even
the leaders of the ruling
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) had started criticizing
the proposed bill. He con-
demned the bid by some
PTI circles to link the pas-
sage of the proposed bill to
the release of PTI founder.
The QWP leader said the
PTI government should
focus on improving the
poor law and order and pro-
tect the interests of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

He said the law and
order had worsened to the
extend in the southern belt
that even the government
officials had restricted their
movement, which was a

charge-sheet against the
PTI government. He said
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
was facing worst kind of
terrorism where two to
three acts of subversion
were taking place on a daily
basis.

Aftab Sherpao said that
the provincial government
could not resolve the issue
of the Kurram unrest over
the last seven months. He
said that major roads lead-
ing to Kurram district were
still closed and this had cre-
ated the shortage of food,
medicines, and fuel.

Criticizing the federal
government for raising the
petroleum levy, he said that
the rulers should have passed
on the relief to the people,
who were already facing
skyrocketing inflation.

Aftab Sherpao slammed

the federal government’s
announcement that the
funds from the POL prices
would be saved to build
roads in Balochistan, say-
ing that the uplift work was
carried out under the Public
Sector Development Progr-
amme. He said that the pro-
ceeds from the petroleum
levy did not go to federal
divisible pool rather it went

~ to the treasury.

Commenting on the
return of the Afghan fami-
lies, he said that Pakistan,
Afghanistan and  the
UNHCR should hold a tri-
partite meeting to come up
with a mechanism for the
smooth and respectful repa-
triation of the Afghan

refugees.
He said the federal and
provincial ~ governments

were spending millions of
rupees on useless advertise-
ments, adding that this
practice should be stopped.
He said that Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa was also not get-
ting its due share of water
under the Water Appo-
rtionment Accord 1991.

About the recent
increase in remittances, the
QWP said that most of the
money had been sent by the
Pakhtuns working in the
Gulf States, which negated
Imran Khan’s claim of
stopping remittances and it
served as vote of no confi-
dence against him.

Sayed Salar elected president as
of KP Lacrosse Association

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Sayed Salar
Jehan Bacha has been
unanimously elected as the
new President of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Lacrosse Association while
Sayed Diya-ul-Mulk has
been elected as the Senior
Vice  President. The
General Council meeting of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Lacrosse Association was
held at the Peshawar Sports

Complex with participation
from district representa-
tives across the province.
Addressing the meeting
newly elected President
Sayed Salar Bacha annou-
nced that the National
Lacrosse  Championship
will be held in Peshawar
next month featuring play-
ers from all over the coun-
try. Prior to the national
event both male and female
lacrosse competitions will
be organized at divisional

headquarters and provincial
levels to select the best
team to represent Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

He further stated that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is
renowned worldwide for its
talented athletes. The youth
of this province have made
a mark not only in educa-
tion and other sectors but
also in sports. Equal oppor-
tunities will be provided to
both boys and girls of
Peshawar and the province

| an American
. Canada’s national game.
' He added that the upcom-

~ to participate in lacrosse.

He emphasized that it is his
primary duty to work in
collaboration with the
Sports Department for the
development of sports and

| athletes.

On this occasion Pakis-

| tan Lacrosse Federation

General Secretary Taifoor
Zareen said that Lacrosse is
sport and

ing National Championship
will be used to select play-
ers for the national team
which aims to participate in
the 2028 Olympics with the
goal of bringing medals to
the country.

He also highlighted that

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
organized two national
championships  multiple

training camps and referee-
ing courses this year with
large participation from
male and female players.

At the end of the meet-
ing the newly elected
President distributed cer-
tificates among coaches
and players who success-
fully completed the referee-
ing course.

KMU to hosts seminar on World TB Day

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A seminar on
World TB Day will be held
at Khyber Medical
University, Peshawar, on
April 21.

According to  Dr
Mudassir Shahzad, Project
Director of the Provincial
TB Control Program,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
seminar will take place on
April 21 at 10:00 am in the
auditorium hall of Khyber
Medical University.

Dr. Mudassir Shahzad
emphasized that TB is a
curable disease and that
free tests and medicines are
provided to patients.

Dr. Mudassir Shahzad,
Project Director of the
Provincial TB Control
Program also highlighted
that TB diagnosis and treat-
ment facilities are available
in all district headquarters
hospitals and tehsil head-

quarters  hospitals  in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The Provincial TB

Control Program has estab-

lished TB centers in all dis- |

trict headquarters hospitals
and tehsil headquarters hos-
pitals, staffed by specialist
doctors and laboratory
technicians.

A state-of-the-art labora-
tory with international stan-

dards and comprehensive |

medical facilities is also
available at the TB head-
quarters.

The seminar aims to
raise awareness about TB,
promote early detection and

| ﬁ
| W= =
2 - -

i

treatment and hlghhght the
efforts of the Provincial TB
Control Program in control-
ling and eliminating TB in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Governor
condoles
with Asmat

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Governor Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi
on Friday offered his con-
dolences to Press Reporter
to Governor, Asmat Shah
Garwaki (APP), at
Governor’s House over the
demise of his young sister.

The Governor prayed
Almighty Allah to rest the
departed soul in eternal
peace and grant courage to
bereaved family members
to bear this irreparable lose
with fortitude.

Information
desk to be set
up for tourists

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Cul-
ture and Tourism Authority
(KPCTA) Director General
Tashfeen Haider on Friday
said that an information
desk would be established
at the Bacha Khan
International Airport to
facilitate both domestic and
international tourists.

“The desk would pro-
vide tourists arriving with
essential information and
services regarding the
province’s tourist destina-
tions,” he said while speak-
ing at the closing ceremony
of the two-day training
workshop for the tourism
stakeholders held at the
Nishtar Hall, Peshawar.

He said that training in
management information
systems and digital market-
ing for tourism stakehold-
ers and youth was the need
of the hour in this age of
information technology. He
said that training was
arranged to provide stake-
holders guidance on busi-
ness management informa-
tion systems including
issuance and renewal of
online licenses for hotels,
restaurants, rent-a-car serv-
ices and travel agencies.

KPCTA Director Admin
and Finance Umar Arshad
Khan, Manager Regulation
Zeeshan Majeed, Deputy
Manager Licensing Afra-
siyab Khattak and Deputy
Manager  Hotel and
Restaurants Shahid Raza
were also present in the
closing ceremony.

Bushra defends
M.Phil thesis

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Bushra
Usman, a student of the
Department of Pharmaceu-
tical Sciences at Abasen
University Peshawar, has
successfully completed her
M.Phil thesis.

Her research paper was
supervised by Dr. Fazal
Rabbi (Associate Professor
and Head of Department),
while Dr. Amir Zeb (Assis-
tant Professor) served as
co-supervisor. The title of
Bushra Usman’s thesis
was: “In Silico Pharma-
cokinetic Profile and Pha-
rmacological Mechanism
of Fosgonolide A and
Fosgonolide B”.

The defense ceremony
featured Dr. Haji Bahadur,
Associate Professor from
Khyber Medical University
Peshawar, as the external
examiner, who thoroughly
reviewed the thesis.

The thesis explored the
pharmacokinetic ~ profile
and pharmacological mech-
anism of Fosgonolide A
and Fosgonolide B using in
silico methods.

Successful completion of
Bushra M.Phil thesis is a
testament to her hard work.
University’s faculty mem-
bers and research scholars
attended the ceremony.

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: The Pesh-
awar District Bar has fol-
lowed the Peshawar High
Court Bar in announcing a
boycott of Israeli products.
The bar association has
directed all general stores
within the premises of the
Peshawar Bar and Judicial
Complex to remove Israeli
products within three days,
on Friday.

The Peshawar District

Bar has decided to impose a
complete ban on the sale
and purchase of Israeli prod-
ucts within its premises.

All general stores have
been directed to remove
Israeli products from their
shelves within three days.

Shopkeepers who fail to
comply with the directive
will face penalties, includ-
ing fines and cancellation
of their lease agreements.

The decision was made
during a cabinet meeting

within three days

held under the chairman-
ship of Peshawar Bar
President Qaiser Zaman
Advocate. The meeting was
attended by  General
Secretary Zahidullah Zahid
Advocate and other office

bearers.
The Peshawar Bar
Association’s decision

reflects its solidarity with
the Palestinian cause and its
commitment to supporting
the rights of the Palestinian
people.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Right to
Information (RTI) con-
tributes to a more inclusive
and democratic society by
ensuring that all citizens
have access to information.

It empowers the margin-
alized groups to participate
more actively in the gover-
nance and policy debates.

RTI also creates a sense of
equal-citizenship among
citizens, as it sensitizes the
stakeholders to ensure
merit in public affairs.

This was stated by Syed
Saadat Jehan, Deputy Di-
rector Communication, KP
Information Commission
(KPIC), while sharing his
views in the “Capacity
Building Session on SRHR

RTTI key for transparency

and Protection Mechanism
for Marginalised Commu-
nities”, arranged by a civil
society organization Da
Hawwa Lur, here at Pesh-
awar on Friday. Represent-
atives of National Commi-
ssion for Human Rights,
Police, Civil Society Orga-
nizations, and Human Righ-
ts Activists were among the
participants of the session.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A scholar of
Master of Philosophy
(M.Phil) in  Political

Science Ismail Shakir has
successfully defended his
thesis titled “The Role of
Private Television in the
Development of Political
Culture in Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa” from Abbaseen

University, Peshawar.

The scholar has complet-
ed has thesis under the
supervision of Dr. Naveed
Hassan Syed. The thesis
was evaluated by Dr. Zia ur
Rehman, and Ismail Sha-
kir’s successful defense ma-
rks a significant milestone
in his academic journey.

As a young journalist
and scholar, Ismail Shakir’s

Ismail Shakir defends
M.Phil thesis

research contributes to a
better understanding of the
role of media in shaping
political  culture. The
achievement is a testament
to his hard work and dedi-
cation to his field. His
research has the potential to
inform policy decisions and
contribute to the develop-
ment of a more informed
and engaged citizenry.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
the Chief Minister on
Health, Ehtesham Ali;
Provincial Minister for
Public Health Engineering,
Pakhtoon Yar Khan; and
Chief Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Shahab Ali
Shah, jointly inaugurated
the province-wide anti-
polio campaign by adminis-
tering polio drops to chil-
dren at Police Services
Hospital, Peshawar.

The campaign, set to
begin officially on April 21,
will span five days and aims
to vaccinate over 6.537 mil-
lion children under the age
of five across the province.
For the smooth execution of
the drive, 35,460 trained
polio workers’ teams have
been formed, while around
50,000 security personnel
will be deployed to ensure
the safety of teams.

Speaking at the launch
event, the province’s top
political and administrative
leadership reaffirmed their
strong commitment to erad-
icating the poliovirus from

the region. They empha-

sized that the government
would continue conducting
anti-polio campaigns regu-
larly to ensure that every
child is protected from this
crippling disease.

Health Advisor Ehtesham
Ali highlighted the role of
the government machinery,
health department, and law
enforcement agencies in the
collective effort to eliminate
polio. Stressing the signifi-
cance of vaccination, he said
that the Health Department
is enhancing the immuniza-
tion system to protect chil-
dren from polio and 12 other
preventable diseases.

He urged parents and all
segments of society to
cooperate fully with front-
line health workers who
visit homes during the cam-
paign and to ensure that
their children receive polio
drops for a healthy future.

Chief Secretary Shahab
Ali Shah, in his remarks,
emphasized the govern-
ment’s proactive measures
to overcome challenges and
ensure that every child
under five receives polio
drops to prevent lifelong
disability. He called on the

Anti-polio drive inaugurated

media to play a vital role in
raising awareness at the
community level about the
importance of polio vacci-
nation and other immuniza-
tion programs.

Praising the relentless
efforts and sacrifices of
frontline health workers and
security personnel, Shahab
Ali Shah referred to them as
national heroes. “The con-
sistent, well-organized, and
successful campaigns in the
province would not have
been possible without their
dedication,” he stated.
When asked about the secu-
rity situation, the Chief
Secretary assured that all
necessary steps are being
taken to safeguard polio
teams during the campaign,
adding that around 50,000
personnel would  be
deployed  across  the
province for this purpose.

In response to a question
regarding the recent spike
in polio cases, Health
Advisor Ehtesham Ali
acknowledged the chal-
lenges but reaffirmed the
government’s resolve to
curb the spread and achieve
complete eradication.
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Special sessions
arranged
F.P. Report

KOHAT: On the special
directions of  the
Commissioner Kohat
Division Syed Motasim
Billah Shah, the Deputy
Commissioners of all
the 5 Districts of Kohat

Division i.e. Kohat,
Hangu, Kurram,
Orakzai and Karak,

held special sessions for
Imams/Ulema of their
respective districts
regarding polio eradica-
tion, in which pediatri-
cians also participated.
Pediatricians gave a
detailed briefing to the
Imams/Ulema about the
implications of polio
disease as well as the
benefits of the Polio
Vaccine. They told that
polio is fetal disease
that permanently dis-
ables a person, so it is
very important to give 2
drops to their children
in every campaign to
save them from perma-
nent disability. They
further told, Polio has
been eradicated from
the entire world except
Pakistan and
Afghanistan. They said
that Imams/Ulema can
play a key role in the
complete eradication of
polio.  Imams/Ulema
were appealed to play
their effective role in
Friday sermons in dis-
pelling the negative per-
ception of polio vaccine
among the public and
convincing parents to
give polio drops to their
children. The
Imams/Ulema assured
their full cooperation on
this occasion and said,
indeed, polio is a conta-
gious disease and its
eradication is very cru-
cial.

Kuli Katcheri
arranged
F.P. Report

TAKHTBHAIL: Add-
itional Assistant Com-
missioner (AAC) Tak-
htbhai  Fazal-ur-Reh-
man Khan organized
kuli  kachehry at
Shergarh RHC. On the
special instructions of
DC Mardan, Additional

Assistant Com-
missioner  organized
Kuli  Kachehry in

Shergarh area for quick
resolution of public
issues and promotion of
effective communica-
tion. A large number of
dignitaries, social lead-
ers and the public
attended the event. The
citizens raised various
public issues, which
were listened to careful-
ly by the concerned
officers and assured of

immediate action.
Officers  from  the
Health  Department,

TMA, WAPDA, NHA
and police, along with
other relevant agencies
were present in kuli
kachehry. The detailed
proceedings of the mee-
ting and the progress
report on the complaints
will be sent to the rele-
vant forums soon.

Female teacher
forcibly removed
F.P. Report

LARKANA: The head-
mistress of the girls' pri-
mary school Larkana
forcibly removed the
female teachers from the
school. As a result, five
senior lady teachers of the
school, Munwar Sultana,
Rani Khatun, Hidayat
Khatun, Gulnaz and
Naheed Khatun, carried
out the task of cleaning
the school. The political
and social circles of
Larkana against such an
aggressive action of the
influential headmistress
of the school called it a
violation of human rights
and said that legal action
should be taken against
the involved headmistress
and she should be severe-
ly punished so that the
human rights can be lifted
by the government claim-
ing democracy.

Free medical
camp held
F.P. Report

MARDAN: District
Health Hospital (DHQ)
Mardan DHO, Dr. Shoaib
and District Coordinator
Public Health Dr. Rubina
Riaz, a one -day free
medical camp was organ-
ized in Darul Aman
Mardan in which all
women were inspected.

NCHD and Hazara
University join hands

F.P. Report

MANSEHRA: The Nati-

onal Commission  for
Human Development
(NCHD) and Hazara

University, Mansehra, have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
aimed at promoting literacy

signed the agreement. The
event was attended by the
Director ORIC Dr. Masroor
Ahmad, HOD Education
Dr. Javed, Deputy
Registerar Dr. Zubair Alam
and officials from NCHD
Mansehra.

This collaboration is part
of the national Education

through the Each One
Teaches One initiative. The
signing ceremony took
place at Hazara University,
where Vice Chancellor Dr.
Mohsin nawaz and NCHD
Deputy Director Mr. Faisal
Hussain Khan formally

Emergency declared by the
Prime Minister of Pakistan

to enhance literacy by
mobilizing university stu-
dents to teach at least one
illiterate person in their
community.

Speaking at the occa-

sion, Vice Chancellor Dr.
Mohsin Nawaz lauded
NCHD's grassroots efforts
in promoting education and
expressed a strong commit-
ment to further strengthen-
ing collaboration. He
emphasized the importance
of identifying additional
areas of mutual interest to
better serve local communi-
ties.

Under the agreement,
NCHD will provide techni-
cal assistance, including
teaching and learning mate-
rials, and will encourage
student participation in the
initiative. Upon successful
completion of the literacy
course, both students and
learners will be awarded
certificates by NCHD. It
was also agreed that NCHD
will conduct an orientation
session for faculty mem-
bers and students within the
coming days to formally
launch the initiative on
campus.

TANK: Officials of District Election Commissioner, Tank, co

people with disabilities.

»

nducting inclusive awareness program for

Deadly pest
destroys
potato field

F.P. Report

Deadline set for equipping
and operationalizing TMC

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: A subcom-
mittee of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly’s
Standing Committee on
Health has set May 15 as
the deadline for the com-
plete delivery and activa-
tion of medical equipment
at the yet-to-be-functional
Timergara Medical College
(TMC) in Lower Dir.

The decision was taken
during a meeting of the KP
Subcommittee No. 2, held
at the college here the other
day, with MPA Ubaid-ur-
Rehman in the chair. The
meeting aimed to physical-
ly verify the status of
equipment procured for the
institution.

A four-member over-
sight committee, led by the
Deputy Commissioner of
Lower Dir, was constituted
to ensure compliance with
the decision. The commit-
tee comprises the DC, the
college principal, the
Medical Superintendent of
Timergara Hospital, and a
representative of Khyber
Medical University
(KMU), Mohammad
Tayyab. It has been tasked
with ensuring the timely

delivery of all pending
equipment and the opera-
tionalization of existing
machinery within one
month.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Special Assistant to
the Chief Minister on
Population Welfare MPA
Malik Liaqat Ali Khan,
Special ~ Assistant  on
Prisons MPA Humayun
Khan, MPAs Zar Alam
Khan, Ms Sobia Shahid,
MPA  Shafiullah Khan,
Director General Health
Services Dr Mohammad
Saleem, committee secre-
tary Inamullah Khan, assis-
tant secretary Malik Hassan
Zaib, and other relevant
officials.

The committee members
were briefed in detail on the
status of missing or non-
functional equipment and
were told that procurement
was near completion.
However, they expressed
strong dismay over the
delay in making the college
operational despite sub-
stantial progress.

KMU  representative
Mohammad Tayyab
informed the committee
that 90 per cent of the col-

lege’s development work
had been completed, with
only minor tasks pending.
He said the institution
could become functional
within two months if the
requirements set by the
Pakistan Medical and
Dental Council (PMDC)
were fully met. “Out of the
1,000 marks required for
recognition, the college
already has 600 marks. The
PMDC'’s three key require-
ments include proper infra-
structure, qualified faculty,
and the availability of bio-
medical equipment”, Mr
Tayyab added..

According to PMDC
regulations, a medical col-
lege must secure 1,000
points to be recognized, of
which 600 have already
been fulfilled. The three
primary conditions include
availability of infrastruc-
ture, qualified faculty, and
biomedical equipment. The
committee members
stressed that the concerned
departments must take full
responsibility for ensuring
that the college becomes
functional within the given
timeframe, without any fur-
ther delays.

Khyber mines owners
disapprove Mines, Minerals Bill

F.P. Report

BARA: The Mines Owners
Association, Khyber on
Friday rejected the proposed
Mines and Minerals Bill
2025 and declared it a delib-
erate effort by the Federal
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
governments to take hold of
natural resources in the
merged tribal districts.

Led by the Association
head Asghar Afridi, a num-
ber of the members of the
organization while carrying
banners and  placards
inscribed with statements
against the Bill took out a
protest rally at Khyber
Chawk, Bara Bazaar on
Friday = morning.  The
marchers chanted slogans
against the Bill and called it
a seizure on their minerals.

Speaking to the rally and
addressing a press confer-
ence in local press club
Asghar  Afridi, General
Secretary Advocate Sameen
Jan, Vice-President Malik
Gulzar Afridi, Deputy
Finance Secretary Hashmat
Khan and others termed the
Bill as an attack on provin-
cial autonomy and was
equivalent economic killing
of Pakhtun community.

Minerals had always
remained a provincial sub-
ject after the 18th
Amendment and involve-
ment of the Federal govern-
ment undermined the rights
of the provinces, they
regretted. They accused the
government of drafting the
bill secretly and without
consultation with the tribal
stakeholders’ like to deprive

the three decades' militancy
hit tribal of earning three
times meal for their fami-
lies.

Our forefathers protected
the minerals for hundreds
years and now the grasping
policy of the Federal and
provincial government is
unacceptable, they
remarked. They maintained,
we endorse all decisions of
the provincial organization
of Mines protection busi-
ness and stand firm for the
fight for our rights. The pro-
testors demanded the imme-
diate withdrawal of what
they said anti- local trading

and cruel Mines and
Minerals Bill 2025 and
threatened that if their

demands were not met then
they would extend their
protest across the province.

WANA: A deadly pest
attack has struck potato
fields, devastating crops
worth millions of rupees
and plunging local farmers
into deep distress. The
outbreak has exposed the
chronic lack of agricultur-
al infrastructure in the
region and triggered
urgent calls for govern-
ment intervention.

This season, potato cul-
tivation was carried out
extensively in Wana, with
many farmers investing
heavily in hopes of a
strong yield. However,
their hopes were dashed
when an aggressive pest
infestation began attack-
ing the crops, particularly
targeting the roots, caus-
ing widespread damage
and fears of a complete
loss.

Local farmers Fagqir
Muhammad and Badshah
Din Wazir, speaking to
media representatives,
said the outbreak is unlike
anything they've wit-
nessed in recent years.
“The pest has invaded
fields across the area and
is destroying our crops
from the roots. If the gov-
ernment doesn’t act now,
we will lose everything,”
warned Faqir Muhammad.

The farmers are also
expressing growing frus-
tration over the absence of
basic agricultural support
in the region. There is no
functional  agricultural
laboratory in Lower South
Waziristan to identify and
treat plant diseases, nor
are there trained agrono-
mists or agricultural
extension workers to assist
farmers with preventive
and remedial measures.

“This is not the first
time our crops have been
hit,” said Badshah Din
Wazir. “Every year, differ-
ent diseases harm our pro-
duce, and we suffer mas-
sive financial losses. But
we are left on our own,
without any scientific
guidance or government-
backed support.”

Farmers in the region,
already grappling with
economic hardship, say
such outbreaks not only
threaten their livelihoods
but also the broader agri-
cultural sustainability of
the area, which relies
heavily on seasonal crops
like potatoes, tomatoes,
and wheat.

Bannu Varsity VC
praises Kalam Bibi

F.P. Report

BANNU: Vice Chancellor
Kalam Bibi International
Women's Institute, Bannu,
Professor Dr. Aurangzeb
Khan has said that Kalam
Bibi was a courageous
woman who, through her
son, took revolutionary
steps in every field of life,
including educational and
training institutions for
women in the region.
Kalam Bibi was not only
an ordinary woman but also
struggled hard for the rights
and resolution of problems
and issues of women in
Bannu and adjacent areas
and through her son Akram
Khan Durrani, she resolved
the deprivations here by
revolutionizing higher edu-

cation in the region. Kalam
Bibi's peaceful educational
struggle will always be a
part of the history here.

Women’s rights semi-
nar held: A one-day semi-
nar on women's rights and
development was organized
by Kalam Bibi
International Women's
Institute and the Directorate
of Elementary and
Secondary Education
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The seminar was attend-
ed by professors, assistant
professors, female students
and administration officials
of the Directorate and
Kalam Bibi. During this,
detailed discussions were
held on the rights and prob-
lems of women in educa-
tion and a question and

answer session was held.
Addressing the seminar
organized on this occasion,
Vice Chancellor Professor
Dr. Aurangzeb Khan,
Madam Uma Leila, Madam
Ayesha Aurangzeb, Madam
Sabila Nazpir Fahad Ali
Shah, Campus Coordinator
Madam Nilo Far Aman,

Registrar Engineer
Tanveer-ul-Haq, Director
Finance Engineer Dr.

Rehan Ali, Dr. Nasir Gul
and others said that provid-
ing women's rights and the
best opportunities for high-
er education for women is
the need of the hour. Along
with the education of the
future generations of an
educated woman, it also
has a positive impact on the
society.

Maximum enrollment
stressed for prosperous nation

F.P. Report

SHANGLA: Deputy District
Education Officer (DDEO)
Shangla, Saeed Hussain,
emphasized the importance
of education in achieving
success and progress. He
stated that no nation can
reach its destination without
educational development.
Hussain made these remarks
while addressing a program
held at Shatut Middle
School Rania to bid farewell
to the school's Headmaster,
Aurangzeb, who recently
retired.

DDEO Saeed Hussain
paid a glowing tribute to
Aurangzeb's services as a
teacher and administrator in
the education department.
He said that Aurangzeb's
contributions would always
be remembered and cher-
ished. Hussain emphasized
that only nations that excel
in education can progress
and succeed in the modern
world.

Saeed Hussain expressed
his vision for Shangla, stat-
ing that by enrolling more
children in schools, the dis-
trict could become a model
educational district. He
emphasized that this would
be crucial in shaping the
future of the region.

The program was attend-
ed by Assistant District
Officer (ADO) Waheed
Murad, Superintendent

Education Shangla Sher
Malik, Parent-Teacher
Council Chairman, and
other officials, local digni-
taries, and school teachers.
During the program, other
teachers also paid tribute to
Aurangzeb's dedication and
service.

Preparation completed
for anti-polio vaccination:
The preparations for the
upcoming polio campaign,
scheduled to start on April
21, have been completed in
Shangla district. A total of
985 teams, including 917
mobile teams, 38 fixed
teams, 24 transit teams, and
6 roaming teams, will partic-
ipate in the campaign, aim-
ing to immunize 189,000
children under the age of
five against polio.

A meeting was held
recently in Shangla to
review the preparations for
the polio campaign, attend-

ed by Deputy
Commissioner  Shangla,
District Police Officer,

District Health Officer, and
representatives from the

Health Department,
Education Department, and
WHO.  The  meeting

reviewed the preparations
in detail and expressed sat-
isfaction with the pre-cam-
paign preparations.
Meanwhile,
Health  Officer
Shangla, Dr.
Muhammad  Khan,

District
(DHO)
Nazar

has

emphasized that polio is a
dangerous disease and its
eradication is impossible
without public cooperation.
He urged the people of
Shangla to support the
health department by getting
their children under five vac-
cinated with polio drops,
ultimately helping to elimi-
nate the disease from the
area.

Businessmen faces
severe electricity crisis:
The business community in
Shangla is facing immense
difficulties due to prolonged
and frequent electricity out-
ages. The situation is affect-
ing businesses that rely
heavily on electricity, ren-
dering machinery useless.
Merchants in Alpurai, the
main town of Shangla, have
been protesting against these
outages for over a year, with
power supply being cut off
for an hour every hour, often
extending to three to four
hours.

Renowned Educator
Retired: ~ Aurangzeb, a
respected Headmaster at
Government Middle School
Shah Tut Randal, has retired
after dedicating 60 years to
education. Hailing from
Shangla' central market,
Bele Baba, Aurangzeb has
mentored hundreds of stu-
dents throughout his illustri-
ous career, serving as a
teacher in various govern-
ment schools.

Massive financial irregularities uncovered in Auqaf land leasing

> 4

F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: A major revela-
tion has come to light exposing
large-scale financial irregulari-
ties in the leasing of over 500
acres of agricultural land owned
by the Auqaf Department in var-
ious villages of Hafizabad. The
land is reportedly being leased
out at throwaway prices, result-
ing in a loss of millions of
rupees annually to the govern-
ment treasury.

According to reliable sources,
the Augaf Department holds
extensive tracts of agricultural
land in villages including
Hanjranwanwala, Bucha Kuhna,
Bucha Nau, Jorianwala, and sev-
eral others. Instead of leasing
this land through a transparent
and competitive public auction
process, it is being allotted to
selected individuals through a
controversial and opaque “pool”
system. This system, allegedly
run in collusion with certain
Augqaf Department officials and
Patwaris (land record officers),
enables the land to be leased at a
nominal rate of just Rs. 10,000
per acre annually.

In stark contrast, the prevail-
ing market rate for leasing agri-
cultural land in these villages is
approximately Rs. 150,000 per
acre. This stark difference sug-
gests that the government is

being deprived of substantial
potential revenue. Experts esti-
mate that had the land been auc-
tioned publicly, it could have
generated tens of millions of
rupees in annual revenue for the
state exchequer.

Sources claim that a powerful
and well-connected group often
referred to as a “land mafia” has
maintained control over the leas-
ing process for years. This group
reportedly ensures it secures the
lease of Augqaf land year after
year, paying only a fraction of
the market value while depriving
the government and the public of
rightful earnings from these
valuable public assets.

Despite the gravity of the sit-
uation, officials from within the
Auqgaf Department appear dis-
missive of the concerns. A
Patwari associated with the
department, when approached
for comments, stated that the
current leasing method is based
on an old and longstanding pro-
cedure. He claimed that the
department is merely following
established practices that have
been in place for years.

However, legal experts and
civil society activists argue that
the continuation of outdated and
non-transparent practices cannot
justify the apparent misappropri-
ation of public assets. They are
calling for a thorough investiga-

tion into the matter, as well as
immediate reforms in the leasing
procedures of the Auqaf
Department to ensure trans-
parency, accountability, and
optimal utilization of public
resources.

The situation has sparked
growing public outrage and
demands for action from higher
authorities, including the Punjab
government and anti-corruption
agencies. If the allegations are
confirmed, it may lead to a
broader inquiry into similar
practices in other districts and
departments. This unfolding
scandal underscores the urgent
need for institutional reforms to
curb financial mismanagement
and to protect the interests of the
state and its citizens.

One dead, two seriously
injured on M2: In a tragic road
accident on the M-2 Motorway
near Pindi Bhattian, a speeding
car plunged into a roadside ditch
after a sudden tire burst, result-
ing in the death of one woman
and leaving two others critically
injured.

According to rescue officials
and motorway police, the inci-
dent occurred when the vehicle,
traveling at high speed, suffered
a tire blowout, causing the driv-
er to lose control. The car veered
oft the road and fell into a deep
ditch alongside the motorway.

The accident claimed the life
of Khalida Ashraf, who died on
the spot due to the impact. Two
other occupants of the car, the
driver, identified as Simran, and
the deceased’s daughter, Sanam
Anwar  sustained  serious
injuries. Rescue-1122 arrived
promptly at the scene and shifted
both injured women to Tehsil
Headquarters Hospital, Pindi
Bhattian, for immediate medical
attention. Due to the severity of
their injuries, both patients were
later referred to Allied Hospital,
Faisalabad, where they remain
in critical condition under inten-
sive care.

Police Crack Down on
Farmers’ Protest: In a dramatic
turn of events at Fawara Chowk,
police dismantled a protest camp
organized by farmer organiza-
tions under the auspices of
Jamat-e-Islami, triggering wide-
spread condemnation and a
strong backlash from the protest-
ing leadership. The protest,
which was aimed at drawing
attention to the government's
failure to announce the support
price for wheat and initiate offi-
cial procurement, escalated after
the police forcibly dispersed a
subsequent rally, arresting four
activists and key leaders.

According to detailed reports,
the farmer organizations had,
under the leadership of Jamat-e-

Islami and the Kisan Board
Pakistan, planned a peaceful sit-
in at Fawara Chowk to pressur-
ize the government into declar-
ing the support price for
wheat—a crucial issue affecting
thousands of cultivators across
the region. The protest was led
by prominent figures, including
Chaudhry Amanullah Chatha,
the Central Vice President of the
Kisan Board Pakistan, and
Malik Shoukat Ali Phularwan,
the District Head of Jamat-e-
Islami.

However, in the early hours
of the morning, police launched
a preemptive operation, disman-
tling the protest camp and sur-
rounding the district office of
Jamat-e-Islami. Despite police
presence and attempts to block
them, the farmers, backed by
local legal representatives from
the District Bar Association,
regrouped and marched towards
Fawara Chowk in defiance of
official restrictions.

As the demonstrators reached
Fawara Chowk, the police
resorted to force, including
baton charges and physical dis-
persal, to break up the crowd. In
the process, four farmers and
protest leaders were arrested,
prompting an outcry from
protest organizers and their sup-
porters.

In a joint press conference

following the crackdown, Ch.
Amanullah Chatha and Malik
Shoukat Ali Phularwan strongly
condemned the police action,
terming it a "blatant use of state
oppression against peaceful pro-
testors." They emphasized that
the protest was entirely peaceful
and organized within democratic
rights but was met with "state
brutality and violence."

"This is not just a crackdown
on farmers," said Amanullah
Chatha. "It is a crackdown on
justice, on truth, and on the
rightful demands of the nation’s
food producers. Using force
against peaceful demonstrators
is an act of tyranny."

Phularwan added, "We were
merely demanding what is our
constitutional and economic
right. The government's silence
on the wheat support price has
already put thousands of farmers
in distress. Instead of responding
with policy, they’ve responded
with batons."

The leadership of Jamat-e-
Islami and Kisan Board has
demanded: Immediate release
of the arrested workers and
leaders. Legal action against
police officials responsible for
the excessive use of force. A
clear and fair announcement of
the support price for wheat, fol-
lowed by immediate procure-
ment mechanisms.




Saturday, April 19, 2025

International

The Frontier Post

IMF warns
of economic
slowdown

WASHINGTON (Reuters):
Rising trade tensions and
sweeping shifts in the global
trading system will trigger
downward revisions of the
IMF’s economic forecasts
but no global recession is
expected, the lender’s man-
aging director said.

Kristalina ~ Georgieva
said countries’ economies
were being tested by a
reboot of the global trading
system — sparked in recent
months by US tariffs and
retaliation by China and the
EU — that had unleashed
“off the charts” uncertainty
in trade policy and extreme
volatility in financial mar-
kets. “Disruptions entail
costs ... our new growth
projections will include
notable markdowns but not
recession,” she said in pre-
pared remarks, adding the
outlook would also include
higher inflation forecasts
for some countries.

“To quote from the
‘Wizard of Oz,” we’re not
in Kansas anymore,”
Georgieva told IMF staff
and reporters at the IMF
headquarters in Washington
ahead of the spring meet-
ings of the IMF and World
Bank next week. Elevated
uncertainty also raised the
risk of financial market
stress, Georgieva said, not-
ing that recent movements
in US Treasury yield curves
should be taken as a warn-
ing. “Everyone suffers if
financial conditions wors-
en,” she said.

US President Donald
Trump has upended the
global trading system with
a tsunami of new tariffs,
including a 10 percent US

duty on goods from all
countries and higher rates
for some, although those
have been paused for 90
days to allow negotiations.
China, the EU and other
countries have announced
retaliatory measures. The
IIMF in January forecast
global growth of 3.3 per-
cent in 2025 and 3.3 per-
cent in 2026. It will release
an updated World
Economic  Outlook on
Tuesday.

Georgieva, speaking at
IMF  headquarters in
Washington ahead of the
spring meetings of the IMF
and World Bank next week,
gave no details about the
expected revisions, but
warned that prolonged
uncertainty would be costly
and said the consequences
of the trade reboot would be
“significant.”  Georgieva
said trade tensions had been
bubbling for some time, but
were now boiling over, and
urged countries to respond
wisely to the “sudden and
sweeping shifts” seen in tar-
iffs, driving the US effec-
tive tariff rate to levels last
seen several lifetimes ago
and resulting in response by
other countries.

“As the giants face off,

smaller countries are
caught in the cross cur-
rents,” Georgieva said.

China, the EU and the US
were the world’s three
largest importers, which
meant big spillovers for
smaller countries that were
more exposed to tighter
financial conditions, she
said. Rising tariffs hit
growth upfront, she said,
noting that past evidence

showed that higher tariff

rates were paid by
importers through lower
profits and consumers

through higher costs.

In big economies, they
could also create incentives
for new inward investment,
creating new jobs, but this
took time. ‘Protectionism
erodes productivity over
the long run, especially in
smaller economies,” she
said, warning that moves to
shield industry from com-
petition also undercut
entrepreneurship and hurt
innovation.

Georgieva urge coun-
tries to continue economic
and financial reforms while
maintaining agile and cred-
ible monetary policy, as
well as strong financial
market regulation and
supervision. Emerging
market economies should
preserve their exchange
rate flexibility, and donor
countries should better pro-
tect aid flows to vulnerable
low-income countries, she
added.

Georgieva also called for
cooperation in an increas-
ingly multi-polar world,
and urged the largest
economies to reach a trade
settlement that preserved
openness and restarted a
global trend toward lower
tariff rates and reduced
non-tariff barriers. “We
need a more resilient world
economy, not a drift to divi-
sion,” she said. “All coun-
tries, large and small alike,
can and should play their
part to strengthen the glob-
al economy in an era of
more frequent and severe
shocks.”

Child among three killed
in attack on Ukraine

KYIV: A large-scale
Russian drone attack in the
southeastern Ukrainian city
of Dnipro has killed three
people, including a young
girl, according to the
regional governor, hours
before officials from the
United States, Europe and
Ukraine gather in Paris to
discuss the conflict.

Dnipropetrovsk
Governor Serhiy Lysak said
the attacks that also injured
tens of people came, trig-
gering multiple fires and
damaging a dozen apart-
ment buildings. A student
residence, an educational
institution and a food pro-
cessing plant were also
damaged, Dnipro Mayor
Borys Filatov added.

Photos posted online
showed raging fires,
burned-out vehicles and
buildings with shattered
windows and scorched
facades, as emergency
crews worked through the
night. Sixteen of the injured
are in hospital, one of them
in  critical  condition,
according to Lysak.

“This is the latest in a
series of strikes that have
continued to hit civilian

areas,” Al Jazeera’s Zein
Basravi reported from
Kyiv. Elsewhere, a separate
Russian missile attack
wounded two people in the
northeastern  town  of
Izyum, regional governor
Oleh Syniehubov reported.
Meanwhile, Russia claimed
to have shot down 71
Ukrainian drones
overnight, most targeting
the Kursk region. Russian
officials also claimed Kyiv
waged a drone attack on the
town of Shuya, east of
Moscow, causing no casu-
alties. The attacks come as
the war grinds into its 38th
month, despite efforts by
US  President Donald
Trump to broker a cease-
fire, including by demand-
ing concessions from Kyiv
and making diplomatic
overtures to Russia that
have angered Ukraine.
Later, two senior Trump
administration officials —
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and special envoy
Steve Witkoff — are due to
meet in Paris with French
President Emmanuel
Macron and top European
diplomats for talks on
Ukraine. Ukraine’s foreign

and defence ministers are
among those in the city to
participate in talks, accord-
ing to Andriy Yermak, head
of Ukraine’s presidential
office.

Ukrainians remain scep-
tical that the US diplomatic
push would “work out in
their favour”, but officials
are still hoping for an
about-face from
Washington, Basravi said.
So far, Moscow has reject-
ed a joint US-Ukrainian
proposal for a full and
unconditional  ceasefire,
insisting that key details
remain unresolved, while
continuing to bomb its
neighbour.

A Russian ballistic mis-
sile attack in the heart of
the northeastern city of
Sumy on Sunday was one
of the deadliest of the war,
killing 36 people, includ-
ing two children, and
injuring 119 as people
gathered to celebrate Palm
Sunday. The attack, accor-
ding to Polish Foreign
Minister Radoslaw
Sikorski, showed Russian
President Vladimir Putin
was “mocking” the US’s
“goodwill”. — Aljazeera

Mexico not
to renew ties

with Ecuador

MEXICO CITY (Reuters):
Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum said that Mexico
would not renew diplomatic
relations with Ecuador as
long as Ecuadorean
President Daniel Noboa
remains in office. The rift is
a result of Ecuador's raid on
the Mexican embassy in
Quito in April of 2024, after
which Mexico recalled its
diplomats from the South
American country.

Former Ecuadorean Vice
President  Jorge  Glas,
accused of graft, had been
living in the Mexican
embassy since December of
2023 and received diplomat-
ic asylum shortly before

Ecuadorean police stormed ||

the embassy and took him
into custody. Ecuador at the
time contended the asylum
offer was illegal, because
under international law, peo-
ple facing charges should
not be granted asylum.
Incumbent Noboa won a
presidential runoff by a
wider-than-expected margin
on April 13. Sheinbaum had
publicly backed Noboa's
opponent Luisa Gznzalez,
who called for a recount.
Her request was denied by
election monitors.

Ukraine, US
make progress

on deal

KYIV (Reuters): Ukraine
and the United States have
made "substantial progress"
in their talks on a minerals
deal and will sign a memo-
randum in the near future,
First Deputy Prime Minister
Yulia Svyrydenko said. US
President Donald Trump is
seeking a bilateral minerals
deal as part of his push to end
Ukraine's war against the
Russian invasion. Trump
also sees it as a way to recov-
er billions of dollars the US
has spent on military assis-
tance to Ukraine. President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy has
said that Ukraine would not
recognise past US military
aid as loans.

"Our technical teams have
worked very thoroughly
together on the agreement,
and there is significant
progress. Our legal staff has
adjusted several items within
the  draft agreement,”
Svyrydenko said in a social
media post on X
Svyrydenko said the work on
the deal would continue and
that both sides agreed to sign
a memorandum in the near
term as the first stage to
record the progress.

Deputy Ukrainian
Economy Minister Taras
Kachka told national televi-
sion that talks were advanc-
ing and that it was likely a
provisional document, or
memorandum, could be
signed very soon. "A final
document won't be signed
this week. There is a lot of
work to be done because the
ideas included in the agree-
ment by the US side need to
be developed further,"
Kachka said. The United
States has reduced its cost
estimate for the assistance
provided to Ukraine since
Russia's invasion in 2022 to
about $100 billion from $300
billion, Bloomberg News
reported, citing people famil-
iar with the matter.

people, in Khan Younis.
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Haiti in ‘free fall’ as violence
escalates, rights group warns

PORT-AU-PRINCE: The security sit-
uation in Haiti is in “free fall”,
Human Rights Watch (HRW) has
warned, as armed groups continue to
unleash deadly violence in the capital
and other areas across the Caribbean
nation.

In a statement, HRW said criminal
gangs have escalated their attacks in
Port-au-Prince since late last year,
and only 10 percent of the city
remains under government control.
“Haiti’s security situation is in a free
fall and Haitians are suffering horrif-
ic abuses,” said Nathalye Cotrino, the
rights group’s senior Americas
researcher.

The country has reeled from years
of violence as powerful armed
groups, often with ties to the coun-
try’s political and business leaders,
have vied for influence and control of
territory. But the situation worsened
dramatically after the July 2021
assassination of Haitian President
Jovenel Moise, which created a
power vacuum. In 2024, the gangs
launched attacks on prisons and other
state institutions across Port-au-
Prince, fuelling a renewed political
crisis.

The campaign of violence led to
the resignation of Haiti’s unelected
prime minister, the creation of a tran-
sitional presidential council, and the
deployment of a United Nations-
backed, multinational police mission.

That Kenya-led police force — for-
mally known as the Multinational
Security Support Mission (MSS) —
has failed to take control back from
the gangs, however. Observers say
the mission has been underfunded
and ill-equipped.

Recently, so-called “self-defence”
groups have formed in response to
the armed gangs, leading to more
deadly violence. Protests have also
broken out in Port-au-Prince against
the country’s transitional presidential
council, which has been unable to
restore security. On April 7, the
authorities declared a new, one-
month state of emergency amid the
violence. “Declaring emergencies
without equipping police with neces-
sary resources, like effective armored
vehicles, will not solve the insecurity
crisis,” the National Human Rights
Defense Network, a leading Haitian
rights group, said in a recent report.

“The absence of state response has
turned the police into firefighters—
constantly reacting without strategic
direction—while towns fall one after
another,” the group said. According
to UN figures, at least 1,518 people
were killed and another 572 were
injured between January 1 and March
27 in gang attacks, security force
operations, and acts of violence com-
mitted by the “self-defence” groups
and others.

Speaking to HRW, an aid worker

in Haiti said people “no longer have a
safe place” to go. “Women ... seek-
ing help have not only lost loved
ones, but have also been raped, dis-
placed and left on the streets, starving
and struggling to survive. We don’t
know how much longer they can
endure such suffering,” the aid work-
er said. “All [victims] ask is for the
violence to stop. With no support
from the police or government, they
feel abandoned. They ask, “Why is no
one helping us? Why do Haitian lives
not matter if we are human too?’”

The UN also says more than 1 mil-
lion Haitians have been displaced by
the violence, while half of the country
— some 5.5 million people — face
acute food insecurity. In early April,
Save the Children reported that more
than 40,000 children were among
those displaced in the first three
months of 2025.

“Children in Haiti are trapped in a
nightmare,” the group’s Haiti country
director, Chantal Sylvie Imbeault,
said in a statement. “They are living
in deadly areas controlled by armed
groups, being robbed of a normal
childhood, and at constant risk of
recruitment—while humanitarian aid
struggles to reach them,” she said.
“As displacement continues to soar,
shelters are becoming completely
overcrowded, leaving children vul-
nerable to disease, exploitation, and
sexual violence.” — Aljazeera

China wants partnership
with EU to counter US ‘abuse’

MADRID (Reuters):
China wants to deal with

ing the bloc's multilateral

Yao
shocked

said he
Bessent's

was turing for foreign invest-

the European Union as a
partner instead of a rival,
its ambassador to Spain
said, amid shifting geopol-
itics and Washington's new
trade policy which he
described as unilateral eco-
nomic abuse.

Yao Jing told Reuters
the EU's 2019 strategy that
defined China as its "part-
ner for cooperation, eco-
nomic competitor and sys-
temic rival" made little
sense as both championed
open markets and rules-
based trade. "We should
put our focus on partner-
ship. China will never be a
threat or any kind of enemy
to the EU," Yao said, prais-

approach to foreign affairs,
as opposed to President
Donald Trump's isolation-

ist agenda.

Last week, Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez met with

President Xi Jinping in
Beijing. The visit was
widely seen as a bid to
forge closer economic and
political ties between
China and Europe amid the
fallout from Trump's tar-
iffs. Just before Sanchez's
trip, us Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
warned that moving closer
to the Asian country would
be ‘"cutting your own
throat", a comment dis-
missed by Madrid.

by
remarks, adding that the
US "in fact cuts everyone's
throats" with its unilateral
tariffs. "And this is why
China is firmly against this
kind of economic abuse by
the United States," he said.
Yao said Europe should
drop its export controls on
certain high-tech products,
including semiconductors,
as well as tariffs on
Chinese electric vehicles
(EVs) and limitations for
Chinese companies such as
Huawei or ZTE to access
Europe's 5G  network.
Beijing, in its turn, has
been opening up sectors
such as telecommunica-
tions, banking or manufac-

ment, he said.

Yao said the EU's trade
deficit with China, of
around $345 billion last
year, could not disappear
overnight due to structural
issues, but expected grad-
ual progress. "We've made
it very clear that China will
open its door with the pas-
sage of time, and this door
will never be closed. We're
ready to open our market
to other EU members, like
we just did with Spain," he
said. The two countries
agreed to allow Chinese
market access to Spanish
pork stomach - a product
widely consumed in China
but not previously autho-
rised.

50 years after fall of Phnom Penh, history weighs on Cambodian politics

PHNOM PENH: Fifty years after the
fall of Phnom Penh to the Khmer
Rouge rebel army, the events of April
17, 1975 continue to cast a long shad-
ow over Cambodia and its political
system. Emerging from the blood-
shed and chaos of the spreading war
in neighbouring Vietnam, Pol Pot’s
radical peasant movement rose up
and defeated the United States-
backed regime of General Lon Nol.

The war culminated five decades
ago, with Pol Pot’s forces sweeping
into Cambodia’s capital and ordering
the city’s more than two million peo-
ple into the countryside with little
more than the belongings they could
carry. With Cambodia’s urban centres
abandoned, the Khmer Rouge
embarked on rebuilding the country
from “Year Zero”, transforming it
into an agrarian, classless society.

In less than four years under Pol
Pot’s rule, between 1.5 and three mil-
lion people were dead. They would
also almost wipe out Cambodia’s rich
cultural history and religion. Many
Cambodians were brutally killed in
the Khmer Rouge’s “killing fields”,
but far more died of starvation, dis-
ease and exhaustion labouring on col-
lective farms to build the Communist
regime’s rural utopia.

In late December 1978, Vietnam
invaded alongside Cambodian defec-
tors, toppling the Khmer Rouge from
power on January 7, 1979. It is from
this point onwards that popular
knowledge of Cambodia’s contempo-
rary tragic history typically ends,
picking up in the mid-2000s with the
start of the United Nations-backed
war crimes tribunal in Phnom Penh,
where former regime leaders were put
on trial. For many Cambodians, how-

ever, rather than being relegated to
history books, the 1975 fall of Phnom
Penh and the toppling of the Khmer
Rouge in 1979 remain alive and well,
embedded in the Cambodian political
system.

That tumultuous Khmer Rouge
period is still used to justify the long-
running rule of the Cambodian
People’s Party (CPP) under varying
forms since 1979, and the personal
rule of CPP leader Hun Sen and his
family since 1985, according to ana-
lysts. It was the now ageing senior
leadership of the CPP who joined
with Vietnamese forces to oust Pol
Pot in 1979. While memories of those
times are fading, the CPP’s grip on
power is as firm as ever in the
decades since the late 1970s.

The ruling CPP see “themselves as
the saviour and the guardian of the
country”, said Aun Chhengpor, a pol-
icy researcher at the Future Forum
think tank in Phnom Penh. “It
explains the making of a political sys-
tem as it is today,” he said, noting that
the CPP has long done what it
required to “ensure that they are still
there at the helm ... at any cost”.
Most Cambodians have now accepted
a system where peace and stability
matter above all else.

“There seems to be an unwritten
social contract between the ruling
establishment and the population that,
as long as the CPP provides relative
peace and a stable economy, the pop-
ulation will leave governance and
politics to the CPP,” Aun Chhengpor
said. “The bigger picture is how the
CPP perceives itself and its historic
role in modern Cambodia. It’s not
that different from how the palace-
military establishment in Thailand or

the Communist Party in Vietnam see
their roles in their respective coun-
tries,” he said.

The CPP headed a Vietnamese-
backed regime for a decade, from
1979 to 1989, bringing relative order
back to Cambodia after the Khmer
Rouge, even as fighting persisted in
many parts of the country as Pol Pot’s
fighters tried to reassert control. With
support dwindling from the Soviet
Union in the last days of the Cold War
and an economically and militarily
exhausted Vietnam withdrawing from
Cambodia, Hun Sen, by then the
leader of the country, agreed to hold
elections as part of a settlement to end
his country’s civil war. From 1991 to
1993, Cambodia was administered by
the UN Transitional Authority in
Cambodia (UNTACQ). The
Cambodian monarchy was formally
re-established, and elections were
held for the first time in decades in
1993. The last Khmer Rouge soldiers
surrendered in 1999, symbolically
closing a chapter on one of the 20th
century’s bloodiest conflicts. Despite
a bumpy road forward, there were ini-
tial hopes for Cambodian democracy.

The royalist National United Front
for an Independent, Neutral, Peaceful
and Cooperative Cambodia Party —
better known by its acronym FUNC-
INPEC — won the UN-administered
elections in 1993. Faced with defeat,
the CPP refused to cede power. The
late King Norodom Sihanouk stepped
in to broker an agreement between
both sides that preserved the hard-
won peace and made the election a
relative success. The international
community breathed a sigh of relief
as the UNTAC mission in Cambodia
had been the largest and costliest at

that time for the world body, and UN
member states were desperate to
declare their investment in nation
rebuilding a success. Ruling jointly
under a power-sharing agreement
with CPP and FUNCINPEC co-prime
ministers, the unsteady alliance of
former enemies held for four years
until ending in a swift and bloody
coup by Hun Sen in 1997.

Mu Sochua, an exiled opposition
leader who now heads the nonprofit
Khmer Movement for Democracy,
told Al Jazeera that the CPP’s resist-
ance to a democratic transfer of power
in 1993 continues to reverberate
throughout Cambodia today. “The
failure of the transfer of power in
1993 and the deal the King made at
the time ... was a bad deal. And the
UN went along because the UN want-
ed to close shop,” she told Al Jazeera
from the US, where she lives in exile
after being forced to flee the CPP’s
intensifying authoritarianism at home.

“The transitional period, the trans-
fer of power ... which was the will of
the people, never happened,” Mu
Sochua said. Following the coup in
1997, the CPP did not come close to
losing power again until 2013, when
they were challenged by the widely
popular Cambodian National Rescue
Party (CNRP). By the time of the
next general election in 2018, the
CNRP was banned from politics by
the country’s less-than-independent
courts, and many of the opposition
leaders were forced to flee the coun-
try or ended up in prison on political-
ly motivated charges.

Unhindered by a viable political
challenger, Hun Sen’s CPP went on to
win all seats in the 2018 national
election, and all but five of the 125

parliamentary seats contested during
the last general election in 2023. The
CPP has also firmly aligned with
China, and the country’s once vibrant
free press has been shut down, and
civil society organisations cowed into
silence.

After notching up 38 years in
power, Hun Sen stepped aside as
prime minister in 2023 to make way
for his son Hun Manet — a sign that
the CPP-led political machine has
eyes on dynastic, multi-generational
rule. But new challenges have
emerged in Cambodia’s post-war
decades of relative prosperity, huge
inequality and de facto one-party
rule. Cambodia’s booming microcre-
dit industry was intended to help lift
Cambodians out of poverty, but the
industry has instead burdened fami-
lies with high levels of personal debt.
One estimate put the figure at more
than $16bn in a country with a popu-
lation of just 17.4 million and a gross
domestic product (GDP) of $42bn in
2023, according to World Bank esti-
mates. Hun Manet’s cabinet is shift-
ing towards ‘“performance-based
legitimacy” because they lack the
“political capital” once bestowed by
the public on those who liberated the
country from the Khmer Rouge.

“The proportion of the population
that remembers the Khmer Rouge, or
that has usable memories of that peri-
od, is shrinking year by year,” said
Sebastian Strangio, author of Hun
Sen’s Cambodia. “I don’t think [the
CPP ‘s legacy] is sufficient for the
majority of the population born since
the end of the Cold War,” Strangio
told Al Jazeera.

Now, there even appears to be
room for a limited amount of popular

opposition, analyst Aun Chhengpor
said. In January, Cambodian farmers
blockaded a main highway to protest
against the low prices of their goods,
suggesting there may be “some
space” in the political system for
localized dissent on community-
based issues, he said.

“[1t] will be an uphill struggle for
the fractured political opposition to
thrive — not to mention to organise
among themselves and, let alone,
have the hope of winning a general
election,” Aun Chhengpor said.
“However, there are indications that
the CPP still somehow believes in the
multiparty system and limited
democracy in the way that they can
have a say on when and how much
democracy,” he added.

Speaking in exile from the US, Mu
Sochua had a dimmer view of
Cambodia’s situation. The same
month as the farmer protests in
Cambodia, a former Cambodian
opposition member of parliament was
shot dead in broad daylight on a street
in Thailand’s capital, Bangkok.

The brazen assassination of Lim
Kimya, 74, a dual Cambodian-French
citizen, recalled memories of the
chaotic political violence of the
1990s and early 2000s in Cambodia.
Peace and stability, Mu Sochua said,
exist only on the surface in
Cambodia, where still waters run
deep. “If politics and the space for
people to engage in politics is non-
existent, what dominates then is not
peace,” she said. “It’s still the feeling
of war, of insecurity, of the lack of
freedom,” she told Al Jazeera. “After
the war, 50 years later, at least there is
no bloodshed, but that alone does not
mean there is peace.” — Aljazeera
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Hello to tariffs will
mean goodbye,
dollar profits

PRIL Fool’s Day was on 1 April, but the next
Aday, US President Trump unleashed

Liberation Day, imposing tariff rates of 10
per cent on UK, Australia and Singapore, 20 per
cent on EU and 54 per cent on China. Market ana-
lysts called it obliteration day, since the US stock
market fell 4 per cent the next day, wiping $9 trillion
of global stock market capitalization in the next two
working days. JPMorgan estimated that the tariff
rate level was upped to roughly 22 per cent, higher
than the infamous Smoot-Hawley tariffs that
sparked the 1930s Great Recession. This is equiva-
lent to a 2.4 per cent tax increase on Americans, the
largest hike since 1968, lifting the chances of reces-
sion this year from 40 to 60 per cent. How significant
is Liberation Day on the global economy, the dollar
and global markets? JPMorgan economists estimat-
ed that a 20 per cent increase in US tariffs, including
retaliation from China and the Euro area may
reduce US GDP by 2 percentage points and global
GDP, including EU and China, by 1 percentage
point.

That would put the US into recession territory,
Europe to zero or negative growth, and Emerging
Market and Developing Economies (EMDEs) to just
over 3 per cent growth, the slowest for years except for
the 2020 pandemic shock. Fast-growing economies like
Bangladesh and Vietnam would be hit badly as tariff
increases for them are at 37 and 46 per cent respective-
ly. US Council of Economic Advisers Chairman,
Stephen Miran, laid out three key tariff objectives on
the future of global trade and dollar: a negotiating tool,
tax revenue source and a wall to protect onshoring of
US manufacturing. Miran understood that US soft
power is not just on its military might but also the
hegemonic power of the dollar. As the world's reserve
currency, accounting for just under 60 per cent of inter-
national payments and official reserves respectively, the
real carrot in using the dollar lies in its higher rate of
return, superior liquidity and as a haven or low risk cur-
rency standard.

Although the United States has huge external debt,
most of it is denominated in US dollars, which means
that she can repay debt by simply printing more dollars.
Dollar holders are compensated by higher returns, with
a 9-10 per cent average annual return on USD assets
based on a 60 equity/40 bonds portfolio ratio over the
last two decades. This has consistently outperformed
Euro asset portfolio return of 4-5 per cent per annum
and 2-3 per cent on Yen portfolio. Given the fact that
US dollar liquidity is excellent or superior to Euro or
Yen interbank market liquidity, having the largest mili-
tary power reinforces US dollar hegemony over rivals
such as the Euro, Yen or Chinese RMB.

Nevertheless, the true determinants of US dollar
superiority over other reserve assets are higher equity
returns from tech company growth, superior bond
yields, and moderate inflation relative to low inflation
in the Eurozone and deflation in Japan. In the last 10
years, US stock market annual returns have been
between 9- 10 per cent (double equity returns in RMB
stock markets), mainly because US companies have
consistently outperformed in earnings, technology and
innovation, enjoying currency stability and fewer sys-
temic risks. However, all these may change with the
President Trump's seismic policy changes in his second
term.

As Trump escalated tariffs on China to 104 per cent
and China matched with 84 per cent on US imports, the
markets see-sawed with huge uncertainty, with econo-
mists like Paul Krugman arguing that inflation will
spike, which would keep interest rates higher in an
independent Fed policy stance. US Treasury 10-year
bonds spiked back to 4.5 per cent on April 9, which for-
mer US Treasury Secretary Larry Summers attributed
to "a generalized aversion to US assets in global finan-
cial markets." Higher US dollar interest rates would
increase the fiscal debt interest burden, already $881
billion in 2024, higher than defense expenditure.
Higher inflation and domestic interest rates would also
slow down the US economy further, which would in
turn weigh down on the stock market.

The pause in tariff hikes for everyone except China
saw the Dow Jones soaring once again, so it's clear that
all this was really pointed at China. Nevertheless, if
trade with China as the second largest economy is hurt,
so will US corporate profits. Much of the high returns
on US stock market have relied on the Magnificent
Seven tech companies (Apple, Microsoft,
Alphabet/Google, Amazon, Nvidia, Meta/Facebook,
and Tesla), many of which have enjoyed Chinabased
revenues from either imports or direct sales to China.
Apple has 18-20 per cent of total revenue from China,
relying on Chinese assembly of iPhones. Nvidia has 20-
25 per cent revenue from China, particularly from sales
of downgraded chips.

Tesla has 22-25 per cent revenue from China with
half of global output manufactured in China. Whilst the
others have less Chinese exposure, almost all have huge
exposure to global markets. Apple's non-US revenue is
66 per cent, Microsoft 50 per cent, Alphabet 54 per
cent, Amazon 40 per cent, Nvidia 60 per cent, Meta 55
per cent and Tesla 55 per cent. In short, tariffs will hurt
the global economy, which hurts Magnificent 7 revenue
and profits, which in turn will hurt the stock market,
damaging the dollar. How will it all play out? No one
seriously knows for sure. The Singapore Prime Minister
boldly summed up by saying "the era of rules-based
globalization and free trade is over." The war of ele-
phants has begun, and the grass will be trampled.

Having weaponized the dollar, with rumoured
threats of either escrow or tax on dollar holdings,
investors will seek to hedge, hence the elevated price
of gold. Too strong a dollar hurts US exports, encour-
aging imports. Tariffs increase the cost of imports,
but exporting countries can devalue to offset that
somewhat. Hence, the US must escalate threats to
avoid "currency manipulation”. Going forward, if
there are only sticks and no carrots in holding or
trading in dollars, and returns in US dollar assets
decline as corporate profits are hit, the risks of anoth-
er financial crash are growing. Hello tariffs, goodbye
dollar profits.
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Gading Trump’s Ukraine

war deal-making by ‘art
of the deal’ standards

Alexander J. Motyl

OW does Presi-
dent Trump's deal-
making record

with respect to the Russo-
Ukrainian War stack up
against that of Vladimir
Putin and Volodymyr
Zelensky? One way to
answer this question is to
use Trump's own criteria,
as listed in the second
chapter ('"Trump Cards:
The Elements of the
Deal") of his ghostwritten
1987 bestseller, '"The Art
of the Deal." Trump lists

11 elements, most of
which are strikingly
banal.

"Think big" is his first
piece of obvious advice. "I
like thinking big," he
writes. "I always have. To
me it's very simple: if
you're going to be thinking
anyway, you might as well
think big." Ending the war
in 24 hours was thinking
big. Focusing on a ceasefire
that Putin openly rejects is
not. In contrast to Trump,
Putin and Zelensky both
want to win. That's thinking
big. Give each of them a
point, and zero to the small-
thinking Trump. The sec-
ond element of the deal:
"Protect the downside and
the upside will take care of
itself."  According to
Trump, "I always go into
the deal anticipating the
worst. If you plan for the
worst - if you can live with
the worst - the good will
always take care of itself."

Unfortunately, Trump
embarked on negotiations
with Putin and Zelensky
anticipating the best - a
quick agreement. Putin and
Zelensky knew it would be
a slog and were prepared
for it. They get a point
apiece; Trump gets noth-
ing. "Maximize  the
options" is Trump's third
piece of advice. "I never
get too attached to one deal
or one approach,” he
writes. "I keep a lot of balls
in the air, because most
deals fall out, no matter
how promising they seem
at first."

To the contrary, Trump
appears wedded to courting
Putin, regardless of the
Russian autocrat's war
crimes and unwillingness to
close a deal, and to dissing
Zelensky, regardless of the
Ukrainian president's will-
ingness to compromise. Yet
again, the sly Putin, who
speaks out of both sides of
his mouth, gets a point, as
does Zelensky. Trump gets

nothing. Number four is
"Know your market," of
which Trump writes: "I like
to think that I have that
instinct. That's why I don't
hire a lot of number-
crunchers, and I don't trust
fancy marketing surveys. I
do my own surveys and
draw my own conclusions."

Indeed, Trump does, and
his ignorance of Russia and
Ukraine is shockingly obvi-

dead."

No comment is neces-
sary. A point to Putin, and
none to Trump or Zelensky.
Number six, "Enhance your
location," is irrelevant,
except to real-estate deal-
makers. But number seven
is relevant: "Get the word
out." "One thing I've
learned about the press is
that they're always hungry
for a good story, and the

Yet again, the sly Putin, who
speaks out of both sides of his
mouth, gets a point, as does
Zelensky. Trump gets nothing.

Number four is '""Know your mar-
ket,"" of which Trump writes: 'l
like to think that I have that
instinct. That's why I don't hire a
lot of number-crunchers, and I
don't trust fancy marketing sur-
veys. I do my own surveys and
draw my own conclusions."
Indeed, Trump does, and his igno-
rance of Russia and Ukraine is
shockingly obvious. Both
Zelensky and Putin know what the
war is about. They get a point,
whereas Trump scores zero.
Number five is ""Use your lever-
age."" ""The worst thing you can
possibly do in a deal is seem des-
perate to make it,"' he writes.
"That makes the other guy smell
blood, and then you're dead.'" No
comment is necessary. A point to
Putin, and none to Trump or
Zelensky. Number six, ""Enhance
your location,” is irrelevant,
except to real-estate dealmakers.
But number seven is relevant:

"Get the word out."

ous. Both Zelensky and
Putin know what the war is
about. They get a point,
whereas Trump scores zero.
Number five is "Use your
leverage." "The worst thing
you can possibly do in a
deal is seem desperate to
make it," he writes. "That
makes the other guy smell
blood, and then you're

more sensational the bet-
ter," Trump's book says.
"The point is that if you are
a little different, a little out-
rageous, or if you do things
that are bold or controver-
sial, the press is going to
write about you."

Trump, Putin  and
Zelensky get a point each.
But Trump reverts to loser

status with number eight,
"Fight back." "In most
cases I'm very easy to get
along with," he writes. "I'm
very good to people who
are good to me. But when
people treat me badly or
unfairly or try to take
advantage of me, my gener-
al attitude, all my life, has
been to fight back very
hard." Trump has thus far
refused to fight Putin, while
continuing to fight
Zelensky, even though he
hasn't treated the US presi-
dent badly or unfairly. So
give Putin a point, and
Trump and Zelensky noth-
ing.

Number nine is hilari-
ous: "Deliver the goods:
You can't con people, at
least not for long. You can
create excitement, you can
do wonderful promotion
and get all kinds of press,
and you can throw in a little
hyperbole. But if you don't
deliver the goods, people
will eventually catch on."
Thus far, Trump has deliv-
ered nothing regarding the
war. Neither has Putin. In
contrast, Zelensky has
delivered Ukraine's sur-
vival. He gets one point,
while Trump and Putin get
Zero.

Number 10 is "Contain
the costs. "I believe in
spending what you have
to," he writes. "But I also
believe in not spending
more than you should."
Trump's advice is either
screamingly obvious or
nonsensical. No one gets
any points. The last element
of the deal is downright
obscene at a time of war.
"Have fun: Money was
never a big motivation for
me, except as a way to keep
score. The real excitement
is playing the game."

Aside from the fact that
money is a huge motivation
for Trump, he's obviously
having a ball as Ukrainians
and Russians die. Both
Putin and Zelensky know
that war is no game. They
get no points, while
America's merrymaker-in-
chief gets one. The final
tally? Putin seven,
Zelensky six and Trump
two. The master dealmaker
appears to have forgotten
how to make a deal, and the
prospects for a ceasefire or
peace between Russia and
Ukraine are accordingly
slim. And they will remain
slim as long as Trump
remains content with being
a loser.

Can US pry
Russia away
from China?

Danila Galperovich

ESTERN politi-
cians have
repeatedly called

on China to limit or cease
tacit support for Russia's
bloody war  against
Ukraine. In response,
China's leadership insists it
is committed to peace and
respect for the territorial
integrity of other nations.

But unlike most United
Nations member states,
China has never condemned
Russia's full-scale invasion
of Ukraine, and their mili-
tary-diplomatic partnership -
from joint bomber flights
near the US state of Alaska
to votes in the UN Security
Council - has only helped the
Kremlin overcome its inter-
national isolation.

While President Donald
Trump has said he has good
personal relations with both
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese President
Xi Jinping, there is a consen-
sus among experts in
Washington that the China-
Russia partnership poses a
threat to US interests, and
that while Trump's predeces-
sor, Joe Biden, tried to estab-
lish a strategic dialogue with
China, the Trump team
appears to be prioritizing
normalized ties with Russia
while punishing China over
trade.

As the White House talks
about the possibility of
restoring economic coopera-
tion with Russia, some of its
officials are hinting at lifting
or reducing the sanctions
Washington has imposed on
Moscow in recent years.
Charles Hecker, an expert on
Western-Russian economic
ties and risks, and author of
the book Zero Sum: The Arc
of International Business in
Russia, says some Western
companies will quickly
return to Russia if sanctions
are lifted, particularly those
involved in energy, metals
and minerals.

"There's only so much oil
in Norway, and there's only
so much oil in Canada; the
rest of it is in some countries
that have a very high-risk
environment," Hecker told
VOA's Russian Service.
"And so, these kinds of com-
panies are accustomed to
business in these sorts of
places, and they have the
internal structures to help
protect them. You know,
there are energy companies
doing business in Iraq right
now. And I don't want to
compare Russia and Iraq, but
they are high-risk environ-
ments." Still, Hecker cau-
tions, their return to doing
business in Russia wouldn't
signal an overall US-Russian
rapprochement - let alone a
fracturing of Sino-Russian
relations. "I think it will be
very difficult for the West to
pull Russia away from
China," he said.

"Allowing Western com-
panies back into Russia does-
n't necessarily  change
President Putin's hostility
towards the West. President
Putin remains antagonistic
towards a Western-dominated
political and economic sys-
tem, and he has said over and
over again that he wants to
create an alternative political
and economic environment -
an alternative to the West.

"Part of that alternative
includes China," he added.
"You have never heard
President Putin say anything
ideologically against China.
And the two are now impor-
tant energy partners." US-
based FilterLabs analyzes
public sentiment in regions
where polling is problematic.
According to a recently pub-
lished assessment of popular
attitudes  expressed on
Russian and Chinese social
media networks,  Sino-

Russian relations are "full of
underlying tensions, mis-
trust, and diverging inter-
ests."

One of the report's
authors, Vasily Gatov, told
VOA its research found that
"the Chinese and Russian
populations are far from
happy with this alliance of
their authorities." "China
does not perceive Russia as a
reliable, safe and equal part-
ner,"" he said. "Russia
annexed the Amur Region
from China; Russia adopted
a completely colonial policy
towards China during the
19th and early 20th cen-
turies. Therefore, in my
opinion, it is entirely possi-
ble to consider historical fric-
tions as a vulnerability."

A media analyst at the
University of  Southern
California's Annenberg
School for Communication
and Journalism, Gatov also
noted that, despite the
Kremlin's expectations,
China's economic presence
inside Russia today remains
"several times smaller" than
that of either Europe or the
US before Russia invaded
Ukraine.  Thus, while
Russian and China have
overlapping interests, they
are not "marching in lock-
step." "They are very differ-
ent, they have very different
geopolitical focuses, very
different political philoso-
phies," he said. Other
experts, however, question
the Filterlabs findings, warn-
ing that random Russian and
Chinese opinions online are
of limited value, especially
as those casting the insights
aren't likely to influence pol-
icy.

"People who have the
time and desire to comment
on things on social media do
not have much influence on
how state policy is conduct-
ed," Alexander Gabueyv,
director of the Berlin-based
Carnegie Russia Eurasia
Center, told VOA. "And
these people certainly do not
have much influence on
whether China transfers
components for Russia's
weapons or takes certain mil-
itary technologies from it,
since the people who com-
ment on this simply do not
have real knowledge of what
is actually happening."
Gabuev added that "the
Chinese leadership has rea-
sons to think that they have
something to take from
Russia in terms of military
technology," suggesting that
China is extremely interested
in gaining Russian experi-
ence in countering Western
weapons during Russia's war
in Ukraine.

One critical question
about whether Washington's
improved ties with Russia
will loosen the Sino-Russian
pact, say some analysts, is
how Trump perceives China.
Ali Wyne, senior research
and advocacy advisor on the
US and China at the
International Crisis Group,
describes Trump as an anom-
aly for US policy.

"Widespread bipartisan
agreement in Congress and
from one administration to
the next [is] that China is
American's foremost strate-
gic competitor,”" he said. But
"President Trump, in many
ways, is the most prominent
dissenter from this alleged
China consensus." "He does-
n't view President Xi
[Jinping] in adversarial
terms," Wyne said. "He actu-
ally calls President Xi a 'dear
friend" of his. And he
believes that his personal
rapport with President Xi
will be the decisive dynamic
in setting - or resetting - the
US-China relationship over
the next four years."

VOA

Taiwan under Trump 2.0: Staving off abandonment

Dr. Pascal Abb

HE opening months

I of US President

Donald Trump's sec-
ond presidency have sent
shockwaves through the
system of US alliances.
Within weeks, the new
administration suddenly
reversed its support for
UKkraine, threatened an end
to its NATO commitments,
and launched trade wars
against its closest allies.

Although the disruption
has primarily unfolded in
Europe, Trump's actions are
being monitored just as
closely across the Asia-
Pacific. This region is the pri-
mary arena in which the
intensifying great power
rivalry between China and
the US is playing out, marked
by multiple hot spots that
could bring both sides into
direct military conflict with
each other.

Taiwan stands out as the
most significant flashpoint -
an advanced, democratic
island that remains largely
unrecognized as a sovereign
state. Home to over 20 mil-

lion people, an advanced
economy and the leading
global semiconductor manu-
facturer, Taiwan is claimed in
its entirety by the larger
Chinese state on the main-
land. This situation dates
back to the conclusion of the
Chinese civil war in 1949,
which ended with a
Communist victory on the
mainland and the retreat of
the defeated Kuomintang
forces to Taiwan, where their
version of a Chinese state -
the Republic of China - con-
tinues to exist as an inde-
pendent entity. Over decades
of separation, Taiwan has
developed a vibrant demo-
cratic system, but steadily
lost official diplomatic ties
with other nations. This
includes the US, which
switched official recognition
to Beijing in 1979, but has
continued to maintain robust
economic ties and defense
cooperation with Taiwan.
However, Taiwan has
struggled to keep pace with
China's rapid military expan-
sion, and its increasingly

aggressive stance. Since
August 2022, Chinese mili-
tary forces have conducted
ongoing exercises surround-
ing Taiwan, with constant
incursions [1] into Taiwan's
air defense zone. In this situ-
ation, the possibility of US
intervention serves as an
important deterrent against a
possible Chinese attempt at
military reunification. Under
previous US President Joe
Biden, this was backed up by
repeated, public commit-
ments [2] to defend Taiwan
against Chinese attacks.
Since there are no formal
treaties between the US and
Taiwan, presidential state-
ments remain the strongest
signal of commitment - but
also the most fragile, subject
to change with each adminis-
tration. And initial signals
from the new Trump admin-
istration have not been posi-
tive, rating Taiwan [3] as "not
an existential US interest"
and demanding that its gov-
ernment should spend 10%

of GDP on defense.

Despite this, observers in
Taiwan have not been rattled
by Trump's reelection. In its
most recent security survey,
[4] a local think tank found
that 47% of respondents
expected no change in
Taiwan-US relations under
Trump, with only 24%
expecting a downturn (and
12% an improvement).
Belief that the US would aid
Taiwan in a cross-strait con-
flict remained at 49%, practi-
cally unchanged from earlier
editions. There are multiple
reasons for this relative calm-
ness:

First, Taiwan has options
to link up with Trump's
"America First" agenda. It is
already a major customer for
US weapons exports, and its
semiconductor powerhouse
TSMC has promised further
investments [5] in US facili-
ties. There is also a broad
expectation that US-China
relations are likely to remain
tense; that this situation will

move US strategic elites to
recognize the value of a sov-
ereign Taiwan, despite ongo-
ing debates; [6] and that there
is robust bipartisan support
for Taiwan in Congress.

Second, Taiwan is already
in the process of upgrading
its own defense capabilities,
with a 2025 draft budget [7]
allocating about 2.5% of
GDP and a target of 3%. This
expansion has robust popular
support, [8] although it
remains contentious between
Taiwan's executive and oppo-
sition-controlled parliament.
And it comes on top of other
initiatives [9] to strengthen
resilience against Chinese
"gray zone" and influence
operations.

Third, Taiwan has in
recent years benefited from
more international attention
to its situation. The EU,
Japan, [10] South Korea [11]
and ASEAN [12] have pub-
licly stated their concern
about maintaining a peaceful
status quo in the Taiwan
Strait. While they are not mil-
itary actors who could

replace the US as a balancer,
they are economic heavy-
weights and can provide
deterrence through a sanc-
tions threat.

Future US support for
Taiwan will undoubtedly
depend on its China policy,
which has not yet been set-
tled. But on this issue, the
"America First" agenda has a
distinctly hawkish attitude,
making it seem unlikely that
Trump would just cede a
major victory to Beijing by
abandoning Taiwan. While
there is a danger that the
island could be sold out as
part of a "grand bargain"
between the great powers,
akin to what appears to be
happening to  Ukraine,
Taiwan has its own agency
and is doing what it can to
prevent such an outcome. Its
approach can also serve as
inspiration for other US allies
fearing abandonment: build-
ing up independent capacities
and diversifying partnerships
are good guidelines in an
increasingly uncertain world.

AA




Opinion

Saturday, April 19, 2025

The Frontier Post 7

How the battles Trump loves
to wage explain his presidency

O understand Donald

Trump's second term, just

look at the fights he picks.
The president and his top offi-
cials spent this week escalating
confrontations over mass depor-
tations, elite universities and
transgender athletes on emerg-
ing fronts of his '"common sense
revolution.' Each is obviously an
attempt to please the loyal
MAGA political base and other
elements of the coalition on
which Trump anchored his two
election wins.

Trump's team may also be trying
to change the subject from his trade
war chaos and his stalled Ukraine
peace effort. But the idea that he's
engaged in an endless cycle of dis-
traction to hide his failures became
a cliche in his first term. In his sec-
ond, it's a lazy critique that fails to
encapsulate his often-fateful acts
of far greater substance aimed at
transforming American life and the
world. The administration fought
on multiple fronts on Wednesday.
It sued Maine for refusing to apply
its transgender high school athlete
ban. Top officials furiously worked
to discredit an undocumented
migrant mistakenly sent, without
due process, to an El Salvadorian
mega-prison who embodies their
ruthless immigration policy. And
they doubled down on an attempt
to shape the policies, faculty, and
student body at Harvard University
as part of a crackdown on a bastion
of liberal power.

The controversies share some
common traits that offer insight
into Trump's leadership. They
demonstrate the president's attempt
to apply vast presidential power,
often based on questionable consti-
tutional grounds. All are likely to
feature protracted legal battles that
could ultimately test whether the
country will tip into a constitution-
al crisis if the White House ignores
judges' rulings. Almost every
showdown reflects the essential
dynamics driving Trump's charac-
ter and politics: He chooses fights
that demonstrate his strength over
potentially weaker opponents. And
his team adopts the relentless win-
lose mindset that has defined
Trump's life as a real estate baron,
reality star and president.

There's always an element of
"owning the libs" about Trump's
approach in the choreographing of
battles designed to crush progres-
sive sensitivities. Often, they leave
his opponents forced to defend
unpopular institutions or con-
stituencies that offer few political
payoffs - like undocumented
migrants - leading to hours of
mockery on conservative media.
But the administration's plans
aren't just tactical. There's also
philosophical strategy at work.
While the president sometimes
seems uninterested in policy, some
of his most influential second-term
operatives are deeply ideological.
Beyond Trump's craving for dis-
ruption, there's a coherent effort to

Stephen Collinson

destroy the pillars of the liberal
establishment, to turn back civil
rights and progressive liberal
social victories, and even to
reverse demographic change with
immigration policy.

And these fights also show that
three months in, Trump's sweeping
claims of presidential authority
risk taking the country down an
authoritarian slope. There was a
whiff of totalitarianism in the air
this week when Trump played
along with El Salvador's self-styled
"world's coolest dictator" in the
Oval Office. And a wrecking-ball
president unleashing economic
upheaval and carving even deeper
national divides is posing a critical
political question: Is this what vot-
ers thought they were getting or
wanted from an election in which
the country's main concern seemed
to be lowering prices after a pun-
ishing surge of inflation?

Kilmar Armando Abrego Garcia
has the misfortune of becoming a
human pawn in a titanic political
clash that those waging it cannot
afford to lose. The sheet metal
worker and undocumented migrant
is incarcerated in a notorious
mega-prison in El Salvador after
being expelled in defiance of a
judge's order that he not be deport-
ed to his native country. At first,
the administration admitted in
court that it made an administrative
error. But it is now misrepresenting
a Supreme Court ruling that it must
"facilitate" Garcia's return amid a
brewing constitutional showdown.

Immigration was foundational
for Trump's political career. He'd
barely descended the golden esca-
lator in his New York skyscraper in
2015 to launch his campaign when
he began slandering Mexican
immigrants. In his 2024 presiden-
tial bid, he falsely claimed foreign
nations were emptying prisons and
asylums to create an alien "inva-
sion" of the US to exploit the
Biden administration's failure to
initially recognize and address
surges of undocumented migrants.
Trump's demagoguery on migra-
tion has often worked. It animated
nativist elements of his party and
built a coalition that led to his GOP
domination. And in a CNN/SSRS
poll last month, 51% approved of
his handling of immigration. It was
the only one of a suite of issues in
which he had majority support.

That strength explains why
Trump often returns to this magic
formula when he's facing heavy
political weather. And it explains
the politics of the White House's
refusal to back down on Abrego
Garcia. Attorney General Pam
Bondi warned on Wednesday that
he's "not coming back to our coun-
try." Officials accuse Abrego
Garcia of being a terrorist, an MS-
13 gang member and a threat to the
safety of Americans, although he
has no criminal convictions and
they haven't produced public evi-

dence of their claims.

On Wednesday, White House
press secretary Karoline Leavitt
highlighted a protection order
obtained by Abrego Garcia's wife
in 2021 after he allegedly assaulted
her. She cranked up the political
histrionics, accusing Democrats of
rushing to defend "an illegal crimi-
nal, foreign terrorist, gang member,
but also an apparent woman beat-
er." She added, "Nothing will
change the fact that Abrego Garcia
will never be a Maryland father; he
will never live in the United States
of America again." Garcia
Abrego's wife, Jennifer Vasquez
Sura, told CNN in a statement that
she hadn't pursued the matter in
court, that they were able to work
through their difficulties and that
their marriage "only grew
stronger."

This all reflected a potentially
defining moment for Trump's
immigration policy. To bend would
provoke questions about whether
some of the other hundreds of
migrants sent to El Salvador were
also denied due process because of
flimsy evidence that they are gang
members. It could potentially
undermine public support for
Trump on a rare issue where he
polls well. Abrego Garcia's return
could also lessen the culture of fear
the administration has been creat-
ing with detentions and deporta-
tions designed to vastly slow
arrivals at the border. And perhaps
most importantly, a climbdown
could puncture the conceit that the
courts lack authority to constrain or
compel the president's behavior.

At the same time, however, the
plight of Abrego Garcia also risks
become a broader political issue
around perceived White House
cruelty that could begin to erode
Trump's relatively strong ratings
on immigration. Bondi, a star of
the MAGA movement, also led
another key administration push
Wednesday, suing Maine over its
refusal to comply with Trump's ban
on transgender athletes in high
school sports. The lawsuit alleges
the state is violating Title IX, the
law that prohibits sex-based dis-
crimination at schools that receive
federal aid. A clash is now set
between presidential authority and
state power. Maine says Trump's
order conflicts with its own Human
Rights Act.

The lawsuit could be a harbinger
of similar efforts by Trump to use
presidential power to enforce
social policy in other states. This is
another fight the White House
loves. The president raised the
issue in his meeting with El
Salvador's President Nayib Bukele
on Monday. "We have people that
fight to the death because they
think men should be able to play in
women's sports. And some of those
sports, it wouldn't matter much, but
it still matters, but some of them
are very dangerous for women," he

said. On the campaign trail, Trump
frequently mocked trans athletes
and bemoaned what conservatives
say is the destruction of girls'
sports, despite instances of trans-
gender athletes competing in
women's competitions being rela-
tively rare.

Trump is tapping into an issue
that is perceived as a moral outrage
in his own coalition, including
among evangelicals and social
conservatives. He's also making a
mainstream play with a crossover
issue for some more moderate vot-
ers, like the suburban independents
who helped him win all seven
swing states in November. When
Trump argues that he's voicing
"common sense," he's pitching
suburban moms and dads worried
about potential lost opportunities
for their daughters if transgender
athletes somehow come to domi-
nate women's sports. And by initi-
ating classic backlash politics, he's
tapping into perceptions that pro-
gressives have gone far too far on
social issues - in a way that has
alienated some voters.

But as with immigration,
Trump's approach victimizes indi-
viduals, creates a culture of fear
among a marginalized community
and raises the question of whether
a president has the personal power
to dictate the scope of individual
rights. The standoff with elite US
universities is another classic
example of Trumpism in action.

He's targeting institutions that
conservatives believe are dominat-
ed by progressive extremists. Top
colleges are also a source of the
expertise and intellectual pursuits
to which Trumpism is a reaction.
And the clash raises suspicions of
presidential overreach. The pop-
ulist commander-in-chief seems
delighted that Harvard - perhaps
the nation's greatest citadel of elit-
ism - fought back, unlike some
other top schools that fueled his
power grab by bending to his wish-
es.

"Harvard has been hiring
almost all woke, Radical Left,
idiots and 'birdbrains' who are
only capable of teaching FAIL-
URE to students and so-called
'future leaders," Trump wrote on
Truth Social on Wednesday,
encapsulating his political incen-
tives in a dispute in which he's
threatening to cancel the universi-
ty's tax exemption. But there's
also a deeply ideological goal
underpinning the attack on higher
education. The White House is
using anti-Israel protests that saw
antisemitic incidents on some
campuses to crack down on uni-
versity administrators. But the
president is also pursuing policies
that could deliver for ideological
conservatives, who have spent
years pushing back on affirmative
action policies and efforts to
diversify faculty and student pop-
ulations in the wake of the civil
rights movement.

CNN

Why you should visit Japan’s
small but mighty ‘little Kyoto’

Tom Schiller

dispersed across an ancient

castle, samurai residences
and old merchant homes, while
supporting the town's award-
winning model of sustainable
tourism. I arrived at Ozu via a
narrow pass winding through the
mountains of western Shikoku,
the smallest of Japan's four main
islands.

As I descended into a basin
formed by a horseshoe bend of the
Hiji River, Ozu Castle appeared: a
four-tiered, timber-clad fortress
dating to the 14th Century perched
atop a central hill. Nestled protec-
tively behind it, hugging the river-
bank, lay the ancient town. The
scene's allure was heightened by a
gentle mist rising from the river
that swirled around the snow-dust-
ed mountains. I'd previously visited
Ozu in 2018, making a quick stop
to see its castle while on a trip fur-
ther south. At that time many of the
old town's buildings were neglect-
ed, some were abandoned, with a
few even demolished. The city was
fairly deserted and, after a quick
stroll around, I continued on my
way.

However, on my latest trip in
February 2024, I was amazed by
Ozu's remarkable transformation.
The old town was bustling with life
and the plaza in front of Ozu
Machi-no-Eki Asamoya, which
serves as a tourist information cen-
tre and local crafts and food empo-
rium, resembled a lively village
square, with local families min-
gling among the visitors. Heading
to my hotel, I passed a row of ele-
gant samurai residences with large
gardens. One housed Shun, a
restaurant serving Ozu's specialty
of imotaki, a traditional stew of
chicken, taro and other vegetables,
where a queue stretched out for
lunch. On the opposite side of the
street, in traditional castle town
configuration, were merchants'
establishments; their storehouses
newly plastered and white-washed
and now home to cafes, bars and a
local history museum. Often
referred to as a "little Kyoto"
thanks to a similar historical
appeal, Ozu was once the capital of
the old Iyo feudal domain (much of
present-day Ehime prefecture)
from 1617 to 1868, and its mer-
chants became wealthy from the
production and trade of wax, silk,
paper and timber. However, Ozu's
economic decline over the past cen-
tury, like many river towns world-

IN Ozu, you can stay at a hotel

wide, led to decaying heritage sites
and the exodus of residents to
major cities.

In order to preserve the medieval
townscape and revitalise the local
economy, in 2019, Ozu embarked
on an ambitious plan centred on
sustainable tourism, swiftly work-
ing to conserve and convert its her-
itage structures into attractive
accommodations and new busi-
nesses. The goal was to restore Ozu
as the cultural heart of the region
and attract both tourists and resi-
dents. And it has been an amazing
success story. In 2023, Ozu was
named one of the Top 100
Sustainable Tourism Destinations
by Green Destinations, an interna-
tional official certification body
and non-profit organisation. That
same year, it was awarded first
place in the Culture and Tradition
category of Green Destinations'
Story Awards, recognised for how it
has breathed new life into the town
by repurposing its cultural assets.
Ozu is now leading the way in
Japan's ambitions to be one of the
most sustainable travel destinations
in the world.

I was staying at Nipponia Ozu
Castle Town Hotel, which is the
centrepiece of the town's revitalisa-
tion. It's a "scattered hotel", an
innovative public-private partner-
ship between the Ozu City govern-
ment and community stakeholders,
where the hotel's central services
and rooms are spread out across
various buildings and locations
within the town rather than being
centralised in a single site. When it
opened in 2020, it offered visitors
the first chance in Japan to sleep
overnight in a castle. Guests can
also stay in 31 rooms within 26
other meticulously restored build-
ings dispersed across the small city.
By integrating guests into the com-
munity, the hotel provides them
with a unique opportunity to expe-
rience the city while preserving
Ozu's historic townscape and the
integrity of its way of life.

"Ozu's transformation is a mira-
cle" given how quickly, thoroughly
and successfully it happened, said
hotel manager Yuki Inao, noting
that the castle was nearly fully
booked in 2023, the year Japan lift-
ed its travel restrictions post-pan-
demic. A stay at Ozu Castle is an
elaborate affair. The experience
begins after 17:00 when the castle
museum closes. Guests arrive

wearing kimono or samurai
armour, entering the castle on
horseback escorted by a retinue of
samurai retainers who are local
actors. Following a performance of
traditional arts such as gagaku court
music or Shinto kagura dance, din-
ner is served in the Koran Turret,
where Ozu's former lords - 13 gen-
erations of the Kato family - sipped
sake while viewing the Moon.
Afterwards, guests sleep in the
keep, a unique two-storey timber-
latticed open well within the main
castle tower. Breakfast is served the
next morning in Garyu Sanso, an
exquisite teahouse built by a
wealthy merchant in the 1920s on
the castle's pleasure garden over-
looking the river.

At ¥1,320,000 (around £7,000)
per night for two guests, Ozu Castle
stays are not for everyone.
However, 1 appreciated the town's
gesture of handing over the keys to
its castle to guests as symbolic of
its welcoming stance toward all vis-
itors, and my stay was an equally
authentic and indulgent experience.
Almost all the hotel's "rooms" are
suites occupying entire houses
tucked into the old town from one
end of its roughly 1.5km length to
the other. They range from the man-
sion where the Kato family lived
after Japan's feudal system was
abolished to homes with secluded
courtyard gardens and private tea-
houses, as well as townhouses in
the bustling town centre.

Throughout the weekend, 1 was
fully immersed in Ozu's atmosphere
the moment I stepped out of my
rooms. To get to the hotel's reception,
I walked across a narrow cobble-
stone street, past an imposing earth-
en-walled storehouse - now trans-
formed into another of the hotel's
suites - into the grand hall of a 400-
year-old mansion once owned by a
wealthy wax merchant. A brief walk
from there up a stone-paved street
led me to breakfast - a tray of sea-
sonal delicacies - in one of the hotel's
restaurants, a former ryotei (tradi-
tional Japanese restaurant). Dinner
was served in a gracious old mansion
located at the foot of the castle at the
opposite end of the old town, a
leisurely 15-minute stroll away.

As 1 toured the town, I was
impressed to find Unagi no
Nedoko's trendy, traditionally made
monpe farmers pants and hanten
jackets at its first store located out-
side of its Fukuoka City base. The

smart, stylish ambience of Ozu's
new businesses aligned perfectly
with the town's restored identity as
the cultural hub of the region.
"When I asked Inao what she attrib-
uted Ozu's successful transforma-
tion to, she answered that "it's the
way the city government, hotel and
community are working closely
together, collaboratively." "We are
a family," she said.

This welcoming community
spirit is also attracting a stream of
new residents, according to Yosuke
Inoue of Kita's strategic planning
department. He left a position at a
Tokyo-based company to become
the 18th generation of his family to
reside in the town. But he takes
pride in the fact that more than half
of the new residents are not
returnees like himself but people
new to Ozu. The new residents |
met during my stay - hotel staff, city
employees and shop owners -
eagerly shared their reasons for
choosing Ozu as their home. Their
responses were remarkably consis-
tent: an appreciation for the town's
rich historical significance, the
vibrant energy and collaborative
spirit, and the serene, natural sur-
roundings. The latter sentiment res-
onated with me. As an avid rambler,
the winding roads that led out of the
town into the surrounding hills,
where [ found ancient Buddhist
temples and Shinto shrines ringing
the city, enriched my experience.

On my final evening, I returned
to the hotel's Le Un restaurant,
located at the base of the castle,
where each dish of the seven-course
meal was a delicious reminder of
Ozu's ability to harmoniously blend
the old with the new, such as the tai
meishi, a regional specialty featur-
ing delicate slices of red sea bream
served over rice. Departing from the
tradition of serving it with raw egg
yolk and a splash of soy sauce, this
version was layered with sabayon
and bathed in foam infused with
Kajita Shoten's premium soy sauce
- a sophisticated reinterpretation of
a timeless classic. Looking onto a
view of the castle illuminated at
night, I recalled Inoue's explanation
of the town's slogan "Shiroshita no
Machibito". He described it as
meaning "the person expected and
waited for under the castle", empha-
sising that it embodies Ozu's invita-
tion to travellers to visit and become
honorary citizens. As I strolled back
to my rooms, I felt as if I belonged
there.

BBC

Germany’s defense
awakening: Perspectives
of Bundeswehr

OR the first time in
Fthe history of the

Federal Republic of
Germany, the Bunde-
swehr (German Armed
Forces), could fully real-
ize its operational and
strategic potential. The
100 billion ($113.4 bil-
lion) special fund for the
Bundeswehr -- approved
in the aftermath of
Russia's  invasion  of
Ukraine, an event that
took many by surprise --
has opened up the possi-
bility of comprehensive
procurement of equip-
ment and information
technology as early as
2022. The money has now
largely been utilized, but
much of it has yet to reach
the areas where it is most
urgently needed. Only
24 billion have actually
been spent.

With the decision recent-
ly announced by the incom-
ing coalition partners, it
would even be possible to
increase  the  German
defense budget by 3% of
gross national product to
132 billion. However, the
change in mentality that
was aimed for in 2022 with
the announcement of the
turnaround has largely
failed to materialize. Only
on the issue of military aid
for Ukraine has there been
a comprehensive change of
course in Germany in the
last three years. Yet, the
realignment of the
Bundeswehr's capabilities
in response to the evolving
security landscape remains
hindered by persistent
problems in procurement
and serious deficiencies in
civilian and military com-
mand structures. These
challenges stem primarily
from inadequate political
leadership and a lack of
strategic direction.

Examples of this are the
defense policy guidelines
adopted in 2023, which
brought the concept of war
capability into the debate,
but failed to initiate a
strategic realignment of the
Bundeswehr. It will there-
fore be one of the priority
tasks of the next federal
government to define the
strategic framework of
requirements and to adapt
the Bundeswehr to the new
circumstances in terms of
its equipment, its size, its
capabilities and also its
form of defense.

The requirements of the
NATO Defense Planning
Process are decisive for the
realignment of the German
Armed Forces. The forth-
coming decisions in the
North Atlantic Alliance on
these requirements will also
have to change the capabil-
ity profile and possibly the
size of the armed forces.

The current turbulence
in the transatlantic relation-
ship may prove decisive in
this respect. The EU has
reaffirmed its willingness
to rearm on a large scale at
all European councils and
meetings in recent weeks.
Of course, declarations of
intent cannot replace politi-
cal structural decisions.

EU member states must
decide whether they aim to
form a European pillar
within NATO -- a vision
whose viability is uncertain
under current US leader-
ship -- or to build a stand-
alone European defense
community. In its current
state, the EU is unsuitable
for the latter. It has no
politico-military goal defi-
nition. Nor does it have
European military head-
quarters comparable to
Supreme Headquarters
Allied Powers Europe
(SHAPE) nor a comprehen-
sive planning and com-
mand structure for joint
military operations. It is
still dependent on the oper-
ational headquarters and
deployable field headquar-
ters of the member states,
only very few of which
have comprehensive mili-
tary capabilities.

The bottlenecks become
clear when planning any
civil-military or military
operation under the respon-
sibility of the EU, for
example when it comes to
deployable field hospitals,
long-distance air transport
or the ability to conduct
evacuation operations
using  special  forces,
deployable field hospitals
and a large-scale maritime
rearmament.

When calls are made
today to strengthen the mil-
itary role of the EU, the
issue of political-military
decision-making processes
is usually neglected. The
unification of the EU mem-
ber states, which are so dif-
ferent in terms of their
political cultures, historical
traditions and objectives,
will take longer than
Europe can afford given the
current international situa-
tion. There is also the issue

Ulrich Schlie

of military procurement,
the question of adapting
general staff training and a
common understanding of
robust rules of engagement
in the national parliaments.

Even the Bundeswehr is
not yet fully prepared for a
corresponding  European
leadership role.
Symptomatic of the deficits
is the agonizingly slow
debate on a European drone
that has been going on for
10 years, also due to the
involvement of the German
Bundestag (lower house of
parliament) at the request
of the Social Democratic
Party of Germany (SPD)
parliamentary group. The
troubled development of
the A400M and the contro-
versial decision to purchase
the F-35 without a coherent
strategic vision illustrate
further systemic flaws.
With US President Donald
Trump's recent political
resurgence, even this acqui-
sition is under renewed
scrutiny before the aircraft
have arrived.

Even during the coali-
tion negotiations, it is fore-
seeable that the two coali-

bat platforms, a technolo-
gy-driven defense strategy
that invests in combat
drones so that precise
enemy platforms and sys-
tems can be eliminated; the
networking of artificial
intelligence, sensors and
the consistent use of satel-
lite communication and
satellite reconnaissance in
combat and counter-com-
bat; the strengthening of
cyber capabilities, as well
as a reassessment of mar-
itime warfare; the increase
in the number of supply and
command  ships.  The
Bundeswehr has a lot of
catching up to do, especial-
ly in air and naval warfare.

When the North Atlantic
Alliance  defines  the
requirements for the NATO
planning process in sum-
mer 2025, this will require
a further increase in the
need to adapt the armed
forces' capabilities. France,
with 17% of defense
imports from the US, is far
ahead of the EU median of
70%, but this is the direc-
tion we are heading in. The
abolition of the civilian
clause, which provides for
a strict separation of civil-
ian and military research, is
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These contradictions mean that it
would be logical not only to with-
draw the suspension of conscription
Jor basic military service, but also to
justify general compulsory service
for men and women in connection
with the possible revitalization of
general compulsory military serv-
ice. However, this would require a
two-thirds majority in both the

Bundestag and

the Bundesrat

(upper house of the parliament). In
the current political constellation,
this seems unlikely.

tion partners will be divid-
ed on the issue of the form
of defense. The SPD insists
on the model presented by
Pistorius of compulsory
military service based on
the principle of voluntari-
ness. The CDU/CSU in
particular has spoken out in
favor of reviving general
conscription. Compulsory
military service was not
abolished in 2010, but only
the call-up for basic mili-
tary service was suspended.
This was in line with the
understanding at the time
that a changing security
policy situation would
allow the suspension to be
canceled at any time with a
simple legal regulation
(consent law). The current
global political turmoil, in
particular the real threat
posed by Putin's Russia and
the foreseeable problems of
zones of differing security
that will arise in a post-
Ukraine war scenario, sug-
gest that this moment has
now arrived.

For a very long time, the
CDU (unlike its little sister,
the CSU) has been very
cautious about the unpopu-
lar issue of compulsory
military service. Instead,
the proposal of general
compulsory service was
repeatedly taken up in reso-
lutions and election pro-
grammed. These contradic-
tions mean that it would be
logical not only to with-
draw the suspension of con-
scription for basic military
service, but also to justify
general compulsory service
for men and women in con-
nection with the possible
revitalization of general
compulsory military serv-
ice. However, this would
require a two-thirds majori-
ty in both the Bundestag
and the Bundesrat (upper
house of the parliament). In
the current political con-
stellation,  this  seems
unlikely. If the new govern-
ment opts for the model of
compulsory military serv-
ice favored by Acting
Defense Minister Pistorius,
it can also be assumed in all
likelihood that the Federal
Constitutional Court in
Karlsruhe would overturn
this solution, which con-
flicts with the provisions of
the Basic Law. The
Bundeswehr's future capa-
bilities must be defined
through a binding strategic
analysis, aligned with
NATO and EU require-
ments. This assessment
must take into account not
only the prevailing threat
from Russia but also the
need for readiness across
multiple scenarios. But this
cannot be the only yard-
stick. Defense must always
be geared towards multiple
scenarios and multiple
threats at the same time. In
the battle of connected
weapons, the following are
particularly called for: a
significant increase in com-

one of the obvious conse-
quences. The aim must be
to catch up as quickly as
possible with the military
utilization of the OneWeb
civilian satellite constella-
tion in aerospace, i.e. with
launchers and mini-mis-
siles, and for example with
a comprehensive control
and steering situation on
the ground. The geostation-
ary communications satel-
lites that are already being
built today can certainly
stand comparison. Of
course, the difficulties with
IRIS-T epitomize the prob-
lems of European coordina-
tion, just as the problems
with Future Combat Air
System (FCAS) also have
to do with national sensitiv-
ities. In most areas, Europe
has so far been too frag-
mented as a global com-
petitor. The planned space
joint  venture between
Leonardo and Thales could
offer a perspective here.
Germany's stagnation in
security policy is largely
due to entrenched depart-
mentalism and poor coordi-
nation between the Federal
Foreign Office and the
Defense Ministry, which is
often treated as merely an
implementation  agency.
This Federal Government is
unlikely to come up with
the big idea of a National
Security Council, at best an
upgrading of the existing
Federal Security Council.
The power-conscious
smaller partner, the SPD, is
primarily concerned with
scoring points in the tug of
war within the future coali-
tion and is successfully
negating the will of the
electorate actual size ratio.
German society has had
a difficult relationship with
the military for decades.
The reasons for this go way
back to the early days of the
Federal Republic and have
a lot to do with the legacy
of the National Socialist era
and the misuse of the mili-
tary. The attractiveness of
the armed forces also has a
lot to do with how the serv-
ice is recognized by the
state and society. Here, too,
policymakers in Germany
still face a major task. In
the more than 30 years
since reunification, the
Germans have cultivated a
political culture that favors
compromises, half solu-
tions and postponed funda-
mental issues. The strategic
situation in 2025 does not
allow this practice to con-
tinue. Germany  must
change its political culture
and rethink its business
model if it wants to contin-
ue to play a leading role in
the world of globalization.
The success of the next fed-
eral government-under
Chancellor Friedrich Merz-
will largely depend on how
it redefines the
Bundeswehr's role within
European, transatlantic,
and global frameworks.
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Dairy association team
meets Federal Minister

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: A high-
level delegation of the
Pakistan Dairy Association
(PDA) met with the Federal
Minister for Planning,
Development & Special
Initiatives, Professor Ahsan
Igbal, to discuss the current
challenges specifically after
the imposition of 18% sales
tax on packaged milk facing
the dairy industry and the
need for sustainable reforms
to unlock its full potential.
The delegation included
Kashan Hasan, Managing
Director FrieslandCampina
Engro Pakistan and Vice
Chairman of PDA; Dr.
Shehzad Amin, CEO PDA;
Dr. Muhammad Nasir from
FCEPL; Aatekah Mir from
Nestlé Pakistan and Noor
Aftab from Tetra Pak.
During the meeting, the
PDA presented it’s position

on the impact of the
unprecedented 18% sales
tax on packaged milk, and
its ripple effects on farmers,
consumers, and the formal
dairy value chain.

The PDA emphasized
that this tax has not only
made safe and nutritious
packaged milk unaffordable
for millions of households,
but also triggered a decline
in milk procurement from
farmers by nearly 20%,
leading to widespread dis-
ruptions across the sector.
With over 40,000 farmers
displaced and 500+ milk
collection centers shut
down, the Association reit-
erated that the current tax
policy undermines formal-
ization, weakens invest-
ment in safety and quality,
and erodes public trust in
the sector.

In response, Minister
Ahsan Igbal expressed his

full  support for the
Association’s position,
acknowledging the adverse
effects of the current taxa-
tion regime. He affirmed
the importance of dairy as a
key pillar of food security,
economic growth, and
export  potential, and
endorsed the need for a
long-term dairy policy to
ensure sectoral resilience,
consumer health, and
farmer sustainability.

He encouraged the PDA
to collaborate with his
Ministry to co-develop a
roadmap for dairy formal-
ization and growth.
Specifically, he highlighted
the School Milk Program as
a strategic intervention to
improve child nutrition,
school attendance, and cog-
nitive development, while
simultaneously generating
demand for safe, nutritious
milk.

Minister Igbal empha-
sized the Ministry’s com-
mitment to working closely
with PDA on dairy sector
reforms, including the
development of the milk
value chain, and long-tern
sustainable policies that
enable rather than hinder
progress. He noted, “With
the  right incentives,
Pakistan’s dairy sector can
be put on path to formaliza-
tion, thereby leading to
improved nutrition, and
export competitiveness.”

The Pakistan Dairy
Association welcomed the
Minister’s strong endorse-
ment and reiterated its com-
mitment to supporting the
Government in shaping
inclusive, data-driven poli-
cy solutions, inline with
global best practices that
benefit consumers, farmers,
industry, and the national
economy.

Significant
surge in
IIAP’s cargo

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
International Airport (ITAP)
has reported a significant
increase in cargo through-
put charges during March
2025, reaching a record Rs.
72.3 million - the highest
since November 2021,
when Rs. 49 million were
collected.

This upward trend is
attributed to the initiation
of dedicated import cargo
operations by M/s SF
Cargo, utilizing B757-200
aircraft under flight num-
bers 03-233/234 on the
Urumgi-Islamabad-Urumqi
(URC-ISB-URC) route.

The cargo service com-
menced with approximate-
ly 22,775 kg of cargo per
flight and is currently oper-
ating twice weekly, on
Tuesdays and Fridays, with
arrivals scheduled around
11:30 a.m. The airline plans
to expand this frequency to
four weekly flights in the
near future.

Stock market sees modest
gains amid mixed trading

KARACHI (PPI): The
Karachi Stock Exchange wit-
nessed a modest uptick today
as the KSE100 index rose by
414.45 points, closing at
117,315.59, marking a 0.35%
increase from the previous
session. Meanwhile, the
KSE30 index climbed 183.72
points to settle at 36,116.37,
reflecting a 0.51% gain.

In the ready market, 189
companies ended in positive
territory, while 197 experi-
enced losses, with 60 remain-
ing unchanged, out of a total of
446 companies traded. The
future market reflected a simi-
lar pattern with 132 gainers
and 172 decliners among 309
companies.

The market turnover
showed a notable increase,
with 425,121,963 shares trad-
ed in the regular market, up
from 408,066,790 in the pre-
vious session. The traded
value also saw arise, reaching
34,495,851,806 from
32,127,330,034.

Among the top perform-

ers, Sui South Gas led with a
turnover of 38,238,255
shares, closing at 42.47. Pak
Int. Bulk followed closely
with 30,965,499 shares trad-
ed, ending at 10.61. K-
Electric Ltd. also saw signifi-
cant activity with 22,907,790
shares, closing at 4.53.
Despite the mixed results
across companies, the overall
market capitalization
increased to
14,345,594,759,361, up from
14,292,864,285,708, indicat-
ing a positive sentiment
among investors.
Currencies show slight
increase in exchange rates
The foreign exchange
market has witnessed a slight
increase in the buying and
selling rates of several major
currencies as of April 18,
2025. The US Dollar, Euro,
and British Pound have all
experienced minor upticks
compared to the previous day.
According to the latest
data, the US Dollar saw its
buying rate rise from 280.33

to 280.40, while the selling
rate increased from 282.17 to
282.30. The Euro’s buying
rate moved from 317.57 to
317.78, and its selling rate
went from 320.71 to 320.98.
Meanwhile, the British
Pound’s buying rate increased
from 369.89 to 370.95, with
the selling rate rising from
373.50 to 374.74.

The exchange rates for
the Japanese Yen, UAE
Dirham, and Saudi Riyal
remained largely stable, with
only minimal changes
observed. The interbank
rates for the US Dollar also
showed a slight increase,
moving from 280.61 to
280.71 in the buying rate
and from 280.81 to 280.91
in the selling rate.

These adjustments reflect
the ongoing dynamics in the
foreign exchange market,
where fluctuations are often
influenced by a variety of
factors, including economic
indicators and global market
trends.

Prices for Naan, Chapati roti
in Karachi reduced

KARACHI (INP): The
Commissioner of Karachi
has reduced the prices for
Naan and Chapati roti in
the Karachi Division, effec-
tive immediately.

Hassan  Naqvi, the
Commissioner, stated that
the price of a 100-gram
chapati has been set at Rs10
per piece.

According to the new
notification, the rates for
tandoori naan have been
fixed as follows — Rs15 for
a 120-gram naan, Rs17 for
a 140-150 gram naan and
Rs22 for a 180-gram naan.

The notification, issued
under the authority of the
Sindh Essential
Commodities Price Control

and Prevention of
Profiteering and Hoarding
Act, 2005 (Amended in
2008), reads: “In exercise
of the powers vested under
section 7 of the said Act, I,
Syed  Hassan  Nagqvi,
Commissioner Karachi
Division/Controller
General of Prices &
hereby

Supplies, Karachi,

notify the price of Naan &
Chapati in the local limits
of Karachi Division.”

The Commissioner has
warned that strict action
will be taken against any
violators of the newly fixed
prices. He also directed tan-
door owners to prominently
display the updated price
list at their business place.

Goods
transporters’
strike enters
its third day

KARACHI (INP): The
strike of goods trans-
porters on Friday entered
its third day at Karachi
ports against Sindh gov-
ernment’s crackdown on
vehicles lacking fitness

certificates, ARY News
reported.
Transporters have

parked their vehicles at
warehouses and truck
stands across Karachi,
disrupting the entire sup-
ply chain of imported
goods.

Court Notice

In the court of Sultan Hussain
Additional District judge II.Azafi
district Qazi Swat. Case#.
144/13. Institution 11/12/2024.
Next Hearing date 12/05/2025.
Umar  Bahadar  vs.Umar
Badshah etc. Notice to: (3) Agal
Mand. (4) Dolat Mand sons Mian
karim dad (late). (5) Umar bacha
s/o Ajar mian. (12) Mian Syed
karim s/o Talay zar r/o ghakhay
sir islam pur. (15) jan zada (16)
Azeem khan. (17) Shahi Rawan.
(18) Bahadar Syed. (19) Asghar
sons Mian Bahadar jan r/o Islam
pur. (30) Labour Mian s/o Dilbar
Mian (Late). (31) Raham dil
bacha.(32) Sardar Ali. (33) Akbar
Ali sons Shah Badshah. (34)
Muhammad sherin. (35) Agal
sharin. (37) Mian zarin. (38) Jan
zarin. (39) Mir Zarin sons saif
gul( late). (41)lgbal Hussain
(42)shaheen sons Batar Mian r/o
Islam pur Tehsil Babozai District
swat.  Presently  Abroad.
Whereas the above named
defendant cannot be served in
ordinary manner it is therefore
proclaimed or through dually
authorized agent or pleader in
the court on 12/05/2025. at 8.00
am. Ex-parte proceeding will be
initiated against you.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: SBP in collab-
oration with commercial
banks, educational institu-
tions and other partner
institutions organised
financial literacy walks in
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16 major cities of Pakistan.

In the walk, thousands of
people from all segments of
society actively participat-
ed. The purpose of the
Walk was to promote finan-
cial literacy among women,
youth and kids through

SBP hold financial
literacy walks in 16 cities
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awareness.

Executive Director, Syed
Samar  Husnain and
Managing Director SBP
BSC Maraj Mehmood
addressed the participants
of the Walk held at Karachi
University.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Lucky Cem-
ent successfully concluded a
heart screening camp from
April 15 to 17, 2025, for the
residents of the communities
surrounding its Pezu Plant.
Conducted in partnership
with Tabba Heart Institute, a
renowned name in cardiac
care, the camp offered vital
heart health services as part
of the Company’s ongoing
commitment to preventive
healthcare.

The camp witnessed an
overwhelming  response

from the local population,

with over 600 individuals
screened during the three-
day initiative. Among the
total beneficiaries, more
than 130 echocardiograms
(echos) and nearly 180 elec-
trocardiograms (ECGs)
were conducted, along with
routine cholesterol screen-
ing, blood pressure monitor-
ing, and consultations with
experienced cardiologists.
This impactful initiative
is a reflection of Lucky
Cement’s dedication to cre-
ating healthier communi-
ties and ensuring access to
quality medical services in
underserved areas. By col-

Lucky Cement organizes
heart screening camp

laborating with top-tier
healthcare institutions such
as Tabba Heart Institute,
Lucky Cement continues to
play an active role in
improving  lives  and
enabling early detection of
serious health conditions.
The camp was met with
widespread appreciation fr-
om local residents, many of
whom were able to receive
specialized cardiac consul-
tations for the very first
time. Lucky Cement rema-
ins committed to supporting
meaningful healthcare pro-
grams that drive long-term
community well-being.
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ISLAMABAD: A htgh level delegatton of Paktstan Datry Assoctatlon 'meettng with F ederal Minister

Jor Planning, Development & Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan Igbal.

Proposed
average
prescribed price
Rs2,485.72

F.P. Report

LAHORE: The proposed
average prescribed price
for FY 2025-26 is
Rs2,485.72 per MMBTU.
Approximately 51% of the
increase is attributable to
the diversion of costly Re-
gasified Liquefied Natural
Gas (RLNG) to system gas
consumers. This diversion
has primarily resulted from
reduction in power off-take
of committed RLNG vol-
umes. Decline in consump-
tion by Captive Power
Plants (CPPs), has also led
to increased diversion since
CPPs are being shifted to
Power Grid under the
Policy to enhance Power
Capacity Utilisation

A further 39% of the
increase arises from the
accrual of LPS against gas
creditors (circular debt)
which OGRA has histori-
cally disallowed for inclu-
sion in the prescribed price.

It is highlighted that
operating cost is only
around 4-6% of the Total
Revenue Requirements of
the Company. The remain-
ing minimal portion of
price escalation consists of
operating expenses, addi-
tion of essential assets, and
depreciation-all of which
are critical for sustaining
operational viability and
ensuring the continuous
and reliable supply of gas.

Delegaton of cement
industry meets Karim

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A high-level
delegation  representing
major investors in the
cement industry met with
the Special Assistant to the
Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for Industr-
ies, Abdul Karim Tordher,
here at Civil Secretariat, in
Peshawar on Friday.

The delegation was led
by Azam Farooq, Chief
Executive Officer of Cherat
Cement and included senior
management officials from
Bestway Cement Limited,
Cherat Cement and Lakki
Cement.

On this occasion, Secre-
tary of Industries, Comm-
erce and Technical Edu-
cation Department, Aamir
Afaq, Deputy Secretary
Finance Saeed Ahmad,
Director Licensing Min-
erals Department Hayat ur
Rehman, Manager of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Board of
Investment and Trade
Fahad Arbab and other rel-
evant officials were also
present on the occasion.

The delegation discussed
various matters and chal-
lenges faced by the cement
industry in the province,
sharing key suggestions for
the sector’s growth and sus-
tainability.

Provision of provincially
generated power for local

industrial use was brought
under discussion, while the
cement industrial represen-
tatives expressed interest in
further exploring this
potential solution.

The industry representa-
tives also raised some con-
cerns related to the
Department of Forests and
Environment which hurdles
impeding investment. They
requested the government
to create an enabling envi-
ronment for investors by
addressing these barriers.

Further discussions were
held on matters of taxation
and infrastructure, where
the delegation emphasized
that the cement industry is
one of the largest contribu-
tors to investment and tax
revenue in the province.
They urged the government
to consider their proposals
to ensure the continued
growth of this vital sector.

While addressing the
delegation, Abdul Karim
Tordher acknowledged the
cement industry as a cor-
nerstone of economic
development in KP. He
informed the participants
that the Chief Minister has
constituted a committee for
possible solution concern-
ing environmental and
forestry issues affecting the
cement sector.

He assured the delega-
tion that the government is

committed to resolving
their issues and further
encouraged industry repre-
sentatives to invest in the
transmission infrastructure
necessary to deliver low-
cost, locally produced
power to their industries.
The Special Assistant
also noted that under the

chairmanship  of  the
Advisor to the Chief
Minister for  Finance,

another dedicated commit-
tee has been formed to
ensure the availability of
affordable energy to indus-
tries, including representa-
tion from the Department
of Energy and Power.

Commending the cement
sector for continuing its
operations despite several
regional challenges, Karim
Tordher reaffirmed the
provincial government’s
commitment to facilitating
ease of doing business and
enhancing industrial value
addition.

He stressed the need for
practical steps toward pro-
moting  industrialization
and assured full support
from the government.

Similarly, In recognition
of his contributions, Azam
Farooq, CEO of Cherat

Cement, was honoured
with a commemorative
shield by the Special

Assistant at the conclusion
of the meeting.

Pakistan’s global ranking upgrade
welcome: Mian Zahid Hussain

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Chairman of National
Business Group Pakistan,
the President of the
Pakistan Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, the
President of All Karachi
Industrial Alliance, the
Chairman of the FPCCI
Advisory Board, and the
President and former

provincial minister, Mian

Zahid Hussain stated on
Friday that the leadership
of the Pakistan Army is in
sincere and capable hands,
ensuring that terrorism will
not flourish in the country
under any circumstances.
He stated that the hope
of improving the situation
by adopting a softer
approach to terrorists in the
past has proven to be incor-
rect. Mian Zahid Hussain
stated that linking the
of  the

Taliban government to the

end of terrorism in
Pakistan was a significant
miscalculation.

Talking to the business
community, the veteran
business leader said that
terrorism has increased
instead of ending, for
which Pakistan is paying a
heavy price.

The business leader said
that a handful of terrorists
cannot shake the resolve of
Army Chief Syed Asim
Munir and his team, nor
can they decide the fate of
the country, and that now
the people’s tolerance has
reached its limit.

Mian Zahid Hussain said
that in his address to over-
seas Pakistanis, Army
Chief Syed Asim Munir
made it clear to the terror-
ists and their supporters
that as long as the brave
people of Pakistan stand
with the army, it can face

any challenge.

He said that whoever
stands in the way of
Pakistan’s  development
will be dealt with the help
of the people.

Mian Zahid Hussain said
that the Army Chief has
rightly said that even ten
generations of terrorists
together cannot harm this
country. The Army Chief is
determined to uproot the
scourge of terrorism and
make Pakistan a peaceful
and developed country in
which the entire nation is
with him. He noted that
General Syed Asim Munir
called Balochistan
Pakistan’s destiny and pride
while termed Kashmir as
Pakistan’s jugular vein
without any hesitation.

Mian Zahid Hussain said
that the Army Chief and the
government are trying to
improve the country’s
economy in addition to

dealing with internal and
external threats. This has
led international organisa-
tions to regain confidence
in Pakistan and improve its
global ranking.

He said that Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif
and his team are rapidly
improving the country’s
economy, and it will not
take long for its economic
recovery and development
to be thoroughly prosper-
ous.

At a time when the gov-
ernment is pursuing an
agenda of economic recov-
ery and development, is
active in the sectors of agri-
culture, industry and trade,
information technology,
and minerals, and is imple-
menting trade agreements
with various countries,
some elements are trying to
spread chaos in the country,
which must be dealt with
firmly, he demanded.

Tanzeem Tajiran KP
organlzes rally agalnst Israel

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A protest

rally was organized under
the leadership of Malik
Mehr Elahi, president of
Tanzeem Tajiran Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, to condemn &

Israel. The rally was joined
by Haji Waheed, Shakeel
Ahmed Saraf, Shehzad
Ahmed Siddiqui, Aslam
Parvez, Nasiruddin, Haji
Basheer, Zafar Khattak,
Khalid Gul Mohmand,
Ameen Hussain Babar,
Ghulam Bilal Javid, Ameer
Nawaz, Habibullah Zahid,
Salahuddin, Malik Meraj,
Mujeeb-ur-Rehman, and
other trader leaders, as well
as leaders of various politi-
cal parties, civil society
members, presidents and
office-bearers of different
markets, and a large num-
ber of members of the busi-
ness community.
Participants expressed
strong solidarity with the
Muslims of Palestine and

Gaza and condemned the
brutal actions of Israel.
They announced a prac-
tical boycott of Israeli
products. Addressing the
rally, the speakers demand-
ed that the government
immediately impose a ban
on trade with Israeli prod-
ucts and convene a joint
meeting of all Muslim
heads of state and military

leadership to take decisive
steps against Israel’s anti-
Islam agenda.

They also called upon

Pakistan’s Army Chief
General Hafiz Asim Munir
to utilize his military capa-
bilities and rise as a true
soldier of Islam by raising
the banner of jihad. The
time has come, they
declared, for a practical

jihad against the enemies of
Islam.

The rally participants
carried banners and plac-
ards against Israel and in
support of the boycott of
Israeli products. They pas-
sionately chanted slogans
of “Allahu Akbar” and for-
mally announced a nation-
wide shutter-down strike on
the 26th.
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In brief

Thompson
dies at 36
DUBAI  (Agencies):
Former Rochdale mid-
fielder Joe Thompson
has died aged 36 after a
long battle with cancer,
the English fifth tier
club said on Friday.
Rochdale said
Thompson died peace-
fully at home with his
family by his side. He
was diagnosed with
stage four lymphoma
for a third time in April
last year, five years after
retiring from profes-

sional football.
Lymphoma, a form of
blood cancer, had

reached his lungs after
he overcame the illness
twice during his playing
days. The Bath-born
player began and ended
his career at Rochdale,
making three separate
spells at the club. “We
first knew Joe primarily
as a talented footballer,
but we would soon
grow to adore his lov-
ing, infectious personal-
ity,” Rochdale said in a
statement. “He faced
every battle head-on,
both on and off the
pitch. His journey and
indomitable spirit have
been an inspiration for
everyone who has been
touched by his story.
“Our thoughts are with
Joe’s family and friends
at this incredibly sad
time.” Thompson came
through ~ Manchester
United’s academy, hav-
ing joined it at the age
of nine, before playing
for Rochdale, Tranmere
Rovers and Carlisle
United. “A man who
epitomised our club’s
values ... A warm per-
sonality who had a deep
connection with our
club from a young age,
our thoughts are with
Joe’s family and friends
at this difficult time,”
Manchester United said
in a statement.

Ashab annexes

St. Louis

Open title
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan's Ashab Irfan
delivered a phenomenal
performance, securing
the $15,000 St. Louis
Open 2025 title, accord-
ing to information
received here on Friday.
"We are grateful to
Allah for his continued
success and dedication
to representing
Pakistan, bringing
immense joy to his sup-
porters and Pakistan
Squash Federation," his
coach Jahanzeb Masood
said in a statement. "As
his coach, I can attest to
his tireless work ethic
and perseverance during
training  sessions. [
extend my appreciation
to his family and sup-
porters for their unwa-
vering belief in him.
"Additionally, I thank
Houston Squash Club,
Kanso Sports North
America and Alpha
Bravo Construction for
their sponsorship, which
has been instrumental in
his success," he said.
"Following this victory,
Ashab’s ranking will
significantly improve
from 66 to 57. We look
forward to his continued
progress and remain
committed to support-
ing him," he added.

Morocco
ex-football club chair

denies seizing villa

CASABLANCA
(AFP): The former
president of Morocco’s
most successful foot-
ball club maintained in
court Friday that he
legally acquired a villa
he is accused of seiz-
ing from a convicted
Malian drug trafficker
dubbed the “Escobar
of the Sahara.” Said
Naciri, who was chair-
man of Casablanca
club Wydad AC and
president of the city’s
prefectural council, is
being tried alongside
the head of a regional
council in eastern
Morocco, Abdennabi
Bioui, in a vast drug
trafficking case related
to the jailed kingpin.
Both defendants
former officials of the
Authenticity and
Modernity Party
(PAM), a member of
the country’s ruling
coalition — have been
in custody since the
end of 2023, and face
charges of “possession,
marketing, and export
of drugs,” as well as
corruption and related
offenses.
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Karachi Kings
thrash Quetta

Gladiators
by 56 runs

KARACHI  (Monitoring
Desk): Karachi Kings
scored their second victory
of the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) 10 after beat-
ing Quetta Gladiators by 56
runs at the National Bank
Cricket Stadium on Friday.
After putting 175 on the
scoreboard, Kings restrict-
ed Quetta Gladiators to
119/9 in 20 in overs.
Gladiators skipper Saud
Shakeel remained the top
run-getter for his side with
an unbeaten 33 off 40 balls.
The left-handed batter,
however, could not get any
support from other batters
as seven of them were dis-
missed without reaching
double-digit scores.
Quetta Gladiators pacer

Mohammad Amir remained
the second-highest run-get-
ter for his side, having
scored a quick 16-ball 30.

For the Kings, Hasan Ali
picked up three wickets,
while Mohammad Nabi and
Abbas Afridi took two
wickets each.

Aamer Jamal and Mir
Hamza chipped in with one
wicket each.

Earlier, James Vince
scored 70 to lift Karachi
Kings to 175 for seven
against Quetta Gladiators in
the eighth match of PSL 10.

After opting to bat first,
the Kings began strongly as
their opening pair gave
them a 60-run stand in the
first powerplay of their
third game in the PSL 10.
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KARACHI: Hasa
Mohammad Nabi.

The opening stand ended
when their skipper, David
Warner, was dismissed
after scoring 31 off 20
balls, with the scoreboard
showing 60/1 in 5.4 overs.

Karachi Kings wicket-
keeping batter Tim Seifert
was the next to depart after
scoring 27 off 15 balls.

n Ali ¢

elebrates a wicket with

James Vince then took
charge of the inning and
was involved in a couple of
partnerships to help his side
post 175 on the scoreboard
in their 20 overs.

The right-handed batter
took 47 balls for his 70,
which featured six fours
and one Six.

ICC Women's Cricket WC 2025

Pakistan’s all matches
to be played at neutral
venues instead of India

LAHORE: (Monitoring
Desk): After Pakistan
qualified for the ICC
Women's World Cup
2025, scheduled to be held
in India. The mathes of
Pakistan green shirts
would be 1 be conducted
under a hybrid model due
to logistical challenges
faced by India.

Although India will host
the 2025 World Cup,
Pakistan will play all of its
matches at a neutral venue.

The arrangement was
finalized during discus-
sions surrounding the
2025 Champions Trophy,
after India refused to trav-
el to Pakistan citing secu-
rity concerns.

Consequently, Pakistan
chose Dubai as the neutral
venue for the event.

In the match played
yesterday at Gaddafi
Stadium, Pakistan won
the toss and opted to bat
first. Posting a total of
205 runs in the allotted 50
overs, the team then
bowled out Thailand for
just 118 runs in 34.

4 overs. With this 67-
run victory, Pakistan
secured their fourth con-
secutive win in the World
Cup Qualifiers.

During the same discus-
sions, the ICC, board of
Control for cricket in India
(BCCI), and Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)

mutually agreed that all
India-Pakistan  matches
across ICC events until
2027 would be played at
neutral venues.

The includes the ICC
Women’s World Cup 2025
(India), ICC T20 World
Cup 2026 (India/Sri
Lanka), and the ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup
2028 (Pakistan).

Additionally, if
Pakistan qualifies for the
semifinals or finals of the
2025 Women’s World
Cup, those matches will
also be held outside India.
The highly anticipated
India-Pakistan match will
likewise be played at a
neutral venue.

Klopp 'happy' in new job despite
Real Madrid rumours: agent

BERLIN (AFP): Jurgen
Klopp is "very happy" in
his current post at Red
Bull despite rumours link-
ing him to a return to
management with Real
Madrid, his agent said

Friday.
The former Liverpool
manager became Red

Bull's Global Head of
Soccer in January, taking
care of a stable of clubs
including RB Leipzig, the
New York Red Bulls and
Bragantino in Brazil.

Real Madrid's quarter-
final elimination from the
Champions League at the
hands of Arsenal this
week has led to specula-
tion manager Carlo
Ancelotti is headed for
the exit at the end of the
season.

German media reported

that Klopp was one of the
names that the Spanish
giants want to take over in
the Bernabeu dugout.
Asked about  the
rumours, his agent Marc
Kosicke said 57-year-old
Klopp was enjoying his
new job. "Jurgen is very
happy with his new role
with Red Bull," Kosicke
told Sky Deutschland.
Also  speaking on
Friday, RB Leipzig coach
Zsolt Low said he "could
not imagine" Klopp mov-
ing to Real Madrid,
adding the German was
"very happy in the job."
Low praised Klopp's
impact, saying "he's
shown that he can bring a
club together, a group of
40, 50, 60 people, and
take them with him.
"He adds incredible

value with his experience,
his human quality and his
energy."

In a 23-year career as a
top-flight manager with
Liverpool, Borussia
Dortmund and Mainz,
Klopp left each club of
his own accord, a rarity in
coaching.

"No matter where he's
been, he's given 100 per-
cent,"” Low said, adding
"regardless of where he is
he's stayed and done the
job. It's important to him
to make a clean exit."

Bayer Leverkusen
manager Xabi Alonso is
considered a leading can-
didate for the Real
Madrid job. Alonso, a for-
mer Madrid player, said
Friday it was "not the
time" to discuss his
future.

Gasly heads Norris in
Saudi first practice

RIYADH (Agencies):
Alpine's Pierre Gasly set
the pace ahead of

McLaren's Lando Norris in
first practice at the Saudi
Arabian Grand Prix.

Gasly completed his per-
formance run on soft tyres
later than the usual front-
runners, benefitting from
more track grip, as he
pipped Norris by 0.007 sec-
onds. Norris, leading the
championship from team-
mate Oscar Piastri by three
points after four races, was
0.063secs quicker than
Ferrari's Charles Leclerc.

Piastri  was  fourth,
0.095secs off Norris, ahead
of Williams' Alex Albon
and Mercedes' George
Russell.

The second Williams of
Carlos Sainz, Ferrari's
Lewis Hamilton and Red
Bull's Max Verstappen and
Yuki Tsunoda completed
the top 10. Verstappen's
struggles with getting a
satisfactory balance out of
the Red Bull continued -
he complained of under-
steer in the early part of the
session, and then said the
car was "very loose, espe-
cially in the high speed" in
the closing stages.

When it was suggested
to him by engineer
Giampiero Lambiase that
he try backing off on entry
to the long, banked Turn 13
left-hander for a faster exit,
he replied: "I can't. Imagine
have no balance, basically."

There were no major
incidents, although Piastri
was one of several drivers
to lightly brush the wall
around the high-speed,
high-risk Jeddah street cir-
cuit, and Norris one of a
number to lock up at either
the first or last corners as
they got to grips with the
dusty track in the early
stages of the weekend.

Gasly's pace is not an
indication that Alpine will
be competing at the front
this weekend. Practice ses-
sions are notoriously unre-
liable indicators of form
because fuel loads and car
specifications are not
revealed by the teams and
can have a significant
impact on lap time.

Pakistan’s
Squash stars
shine at
Australian

Junior Open

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s rising squash stars
have once again demonstrat-
ed the country’s legacy in the
sport, delivering a spectacu-
lar performance at the 2025
Australian Junior Open by
winning an impressive four
gold medals and one silver
a clear signal that
Pakistan’s squash domi-
nance is far from fading.

According to information
made available here by
Pakistan Squash Federation,
young athletes from across
Pakistan stepped onto the
international court with con-
fidence and skill, outplaying
their global counterparts in a
tournament that saw fierce
competition and high-stakes
matches.

Ahmad Ali Naz dazzled
in the U1l Boys category,
showing skill well beyond
his years. Azan Ali Khan
proved unstoppable in the
U17 Boys division, dis-
playing tactical brilliance.

Mahnoor Ali took home
gold in the Ul3 Girls,
marking herself as a future
champion. Mehwish Ali,
with her powerful game-
play, conquered the U17
Girls field. Adding to
Pakistan’s medal haul,
Sehrish Ali earned a well-
fought silver medal in the
Ul5 Girls category, fur-
ther showcasing the depth
of talent emerging from
the country.

Flick demands
answers from
La Liga for

joke' schedule

MADRID (AFP):
Barcelona coach Hansi
Flick on Friday demanded
to meet with La Liga offi-
cials over what he called a
"joke" schedule, saying
Spanish football was fail-
ing to take care of players.
The Catalan giants' La
Liga game at Real
Valladolid on Saturday,
May 3 will kick off at 9:00
pm (1900 GMT) after being
moved from an afternoon
start on Sunday, May 4.
That rescheduling still
gives them less than three
days to prepare for the piv-
otal Champions League
semi-final return leg at
Inter Milan on May 6. "I
want to see this guy who's
responsible for that. For me
it's a joke," Flick told a
news conference on Friday.
"It's unbelievable and we
have no time to rest... the
guys who are responsible
for that, I want to discuss
with them, because they
have no idea how it is."
The Champions League
is one of three tournaments
Barcelona are competing
in, exacerbating challenges
relating to fixture conges-
tion that Flick is familiar
with after a trophy-laden
spell at Bayern Munich.
But the German manager
said the situation facing his
team before a huge European
match left him "speechless".
"I never had this before.
Every league protects their
clubs when they play in the
Champions league, especial-
ly in the semi-final," he said.
"Bundesliga, Premier
League take care about the
clubs. But here not. It's just
let them play." Flick was
speaking before Barcelona
hosted Celta Vigo on
Saturday with the chance to
extend their lead over Real
Madrid to seven points at the
top of La Liga.

Alcaraz beats
De Minaur to reach
semis in Barcelona

BARCELONA (Agencies):
Top seed Carlos Alcaraz
went through to the
Barcelona Open semi-
finals with a straight-set
win over Alex de Minaur.
Spaniard Alcaraz needed
just one hour and 40 min-
utes to beat Australian fifth
seed De Minaur 7-5 6-3.
The world number two
will now play France's Arthur
Fils after his quarter-final
opponent Stefanos Tsitipas
retired hurt in just the third
game of their match.
Alcaraz beat 20-year-old
world number 14 Fils in
three sets on his way to
winning in Monte Carlo
last week. Defending
champion Casper Ruud
went out thanks to a
straight-set ~ defeat by
Denmark's Holger Rune.
Alcaraz twice fell a
break down in the first set
against De Minaur before
recovering and making the
decisive break in the 12th
game. The 21-year-old was
more dominant with his
serve in the second set and
made the only break in the

sixth game.

"I started quite badly
with the serve, I was strug-
gling a little bit mentally
with it," said Alcaraz.

"It was just the first few
games with my serve, then
I think I improved a lot. I
calmed myself down and
started to think positively
again. Alex started strong,
playing aggressively, and
the first set was really tight.

"I'm really glad I man-
aged to win the first set and
in the second I played some
great tennis, so really
happy." Four-time runner-
up Tsitipas looked uncom-

fortable from the off
against Fils and left for an
off-court assessment at the
end of the second game.

He returned but could
only manage five more
points and retired while 0-2
30-40 down.

World number 13 Rune
broke defending champion
and second seed Ruud
twice in each set to secure a
6-4 6-2 win.

Sixth seed Rune will
play Karen Khachanov in
the semi-finals after the
beat  Spain's

Davidovich

Russian
Alejandro
Fokina 6-4 7-5.

Evenepoel wins on return
from serious injury

OVERIJSE (Agencies):
Double Olympic champi-
on Remco Evenepoel won
on his return to action
after suffering multiple
bone fractures in a serious
crash last year.

Four months after sus-
taining rib, shoulder blade
and hand fractures during
the accident in training, the
Belgian outsprinted com-
patriot Wout van Aert to
win the Brabantse Pijl,
held on the roads in the
area he grew up in.

The 25-year-old also suf-
fered lung contusions, a dis-
located right clavicle and
several torn ligaments after
colliding with the open door
of a postal vehicle.

Speaking on Thursday
before the race, Evenepoel
said his injuries "would
have ended my career if 1
had been a tennis or bas-
ketball player".

The Soudal-Quick Step
rider and Visma-Lease A
Bike's Van Aert attacked
with just under a third of
the race to go, and were
soon joined by 22-year-old

British rider Joe
Blackmore. Israel-Premier
Tech rider Blackmore was

dropped as Evenpoel
attacked on the penulti-
mate climb, while
Portugal's Antonio

Morgado won the bunch
sprint to take third.

"I'm surprising myself. I
was very fresh," said
Evenepoel. "I'm especially
satisfied with my sprint.
Lately, I've been working a
lot on my explosiveness,
and it paid off."

It is Evenepoel's first
win since securing the sec-

ond of his world time trial
titles at the World
Championships in Zurich
in September 2024.

The Belgian hopes to
compete in the three
Ardennes classics and the
Tour de Romandie in
preparation for this year's
Tour de France.
Evenepoel won gold in
the Olympic time trail and
the road race at the Paris
Games last summer. He
also finished third overall
in the Tour de France,
winning the stage-seven
individual time trial.

Burnley beat Watford to
edge closer to promotion

LONDON (Agencies):
Burnley came from a goal
down to win at nine-man
Watford and take a big step
towards sealing automatic
promotion back to the
Premier League.

Strikes either side of
half-time from striker
Zian Flemming and cap-
tain Josh Brownhill saw
Burnley recover after
Mamadou Doumbia gave
Watford an early lead.
Victory sent Scott Parker's
Burnley side three points
clear at the top of the
Championship,  before
Leed United's trip to
Oxford United tonight,
and equalled the club's
record unbeaten league
run of 30 games.

The Clarets are just the
second team in
Championship history to
go 30 consecutive, non
play-off games without
losing after Reading. And
Burnley can now rubber
stamp their top-flight
return as early as Monday
when they host third-
placed Sheffield United.

Mid-table Watford, who
dropped a place to 12th fol-
lowing this defeat, ended
the game with nine men
after they had both their
captain Moussa Sissoko and
then Edo Kayembe sent off.
Watford started positively
and were rewarded in the
eighth.  minute  when
Doumbia headed in Rocco
Vata's left-wing cross, end-
ing Burnley's hopes of
claiming an English record-
equalling 30th clean sheet of
the season at Vicarage Road.

Flemming passed up two
chances to level for
Burnley, and Parker's men
were fortunate not to fall a
further goal behind midway
through the half.

After more good work
down Watford's left, Caleb
Wiley crossed for
Kayembe but he could not
keep his header down,
instead directing the ball

over. Burnley dominated
possession after that with-

out overly troubling
Watford goalkeeper Egil
Selvik until a frantic finish
to the first half.

Firstly, Burnley goal-
keeper James Trafford pro-
duced a stunning flying
save to fingertip Kayembe's
drive on to the crossbar.

While Trafford was still
celebrating his save, the
first of his three standout
stops during the game,
Burnley launched an attack
of their own which ended
with Flemming nodding in
Jaidon Anthony's cross.

Anthony then tested
Selvik before Trafford
denied Kayembe at full-
stretch once again, and the
two teams went in level at
the break. Just before the
hour, though, Burnley com-
pleted the turnaround.
Following a slick passing
move down the right,
Connor Roberts' cross to
the far post was knocked
back into the middle by
Hannibal Mejbri  and
Brownhill headed the visi-
tors in front.

Watford then suffered a
double blow to their hopes
of staging a recovery of
their own when Sissoko
and then Kayembe were
dismissed, both after being
shown two yellow cards in
quick succession.

With  their two-man
advantage, Burnley were
the most likely next scorers
and Brownhill was denied a
second by Selvik.

But they also had to
remain alert at the death
and needed a last-ditch CJ
Egan-Riley tackle on
Vakoun Bayo, and another
big Trafford save to keep
out Ryan Andrews' effort to
preserve their lead.

Watford head coach
Tom Cleverley speaking
to BBC Radio 3CR:
"Barring an amazing
saved by [James] Trafford
[from Edo Kayembe], we
would have gone in 2-0 at
half-time and really in
control of the game.

"In that 20-second peri-
od where he's made an
absolute  worldie  and
they've gone down the
other end, scored a real
goal of quality, and the
game is then 1-1.

"That's what sides at the
top of the league do. They
really ride out the storms,
capitalise on the waves, and
they've done that well
today. "For a team who is,
we have to say, mid-table
now, I thought that the guys
looked motivated, full of
life, quality and [that was]
one of our best performanc-
es of the first half against
the league leaders.

"Unfortunately, through
fault of our own, we've not
seen the same level of foot-
ball match in the second
half, just because of the
numerical disadvantage.
We shot ourselves in the
foot today. I've not got any
complaints about the red
cards. It's something we
need to learn from."
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In brief

Woman among
8 drug

suppliers held

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The Rawalpindi Police
on Friday continued
operations against drug
suppliers and arrested
eight accused including
a woman with over 9.5
kilograms charas.
According to the police
spokesman, the Rawat
Police nabbed four
accused Waseem,
Sikandar, Shahbaz and
Muhammad Hayat
recovering 1.68 kg, 1.26
kg, 700 grams and 530
grams respectively of the
contraband item.
Similarly, the R A Bazar
Police recovered 2.2 kg
charas from accused
Arzoo Yousaf, while the
Wah Saddar Police held
accused Asif with 1.4 kg
of the commodity.
Likewise, the Bani and
City Police caught
accused Yasir and Adnan
with 1.242 kg and 720
grams charas respective-
ly. Meanwhile, the
Ganjmandi and
Pirwadhai Police recov-
ered a 30-bore with
ammunition each from
accused Siddique and
Zameer respectively.

IRSA releases
98,200 cusecs

water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Friday released 98,200
cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with
inflow of 145,900
cusecs. According to
the data released by
IRSA, the water level in
River Indus at Tarbela
Dam was 1422.47 feet
which was 20.47 feet
higher than dead level
of 1402.00 feet. Water
inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded as
44,500 cusecs and
20,000 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level
in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam  was
1114:20 feet, which was
64.20 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was
recorded 48,200 cusecs
and 25,000 cusecs
respectively. The
release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 60,200,
34,000, 29,000 and
6,600 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 29,900
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 16,800
cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.

RDA seals
housing scheme
head office
RAWALPINDI (APP):
The Rawalpindi
Development Authority
(RDA), Enforcement
Squad, in collaboration
with the Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT)
administration, had
sealed the head office of
the University Town
Housing Scheme located
in G-11 Markaz,
Islamabad. The RDA
spokesman  informed
that acting on the direc-
tives of the Director
General of RDA Kinza
Murtaza, the sealing
operation was carried
out considering the mul-
tiple violations of Punjab
Development
Authorities Private
Housing Schemes Rules,
2021, including unlaw-
ful sale of plots, illegal
development activities,
fraudulent  practices,
deceptive  marketing,
multiple complaints by
allottees through various
forums such as
Ombudsman  Punjab,
CM Portal and PM
Portal. The DG RDA,
Kinza Murtaza, empha-
sised that RDA was
committed to ensuring
that all housing schemes
comply with the laws to
protect the public’s inter-
ests and uphold the city’s
development standards.
“We will not tolerate any
violations that compro-
mise the safety and well-
being of residents or the
integrity of urban devel-
opment.” The operation
was led by Director
MP&TE Muhammad

Tahir Meo, Deputy
Director Planning
Samiullah Niazi,

Deputy Director Admn
Iftikhar Ali, Assistant
Director Planning Ali
Raza, concerned
Magistrate Islamabad
Ghulam Murtaza and
others concerned.
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ISAD: A meeting was held under the chairmanship of the Federal Minister for Law and Justice with
officials from NADRA and representatives of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab Bar Councils. —APP Photo

Pakistan, Iran vow to
boost cooperation in
Science and Technology

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Ambassador of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to
Pakistan, Dr. Reza Amiri
Moghadam in a meeting

with the Federal Minister
for Science and
Technology, Khalid

Hussain Magsi on Thursday
discussed new avenues of
bilateral cooperation.

The ambassador was
accompanied by the Iran’s
Deputy  Minister  for
Science, Research and
Technology, Dr. Abolfaz
Bahe Di during the meet-
ing. The meeting focused
on enhancing partnerships
in science, technology, and
education, with both sides
expressing a firm commit-
ment to deepen academic

and scientific ties.

Khalid Magsi empha-
sized the significant
potential for collaboration
between the two neighbor-
ing countries, proposing
the launch of joint proj-
ects of mutual interest.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of academic link-
ages, both parties agreed
to promote university-to-
university cooperation,
joint research initiatives,
and student exchange pro-
grams to build stronger
connections between edu-
cational institutions in
Pakistan and Iran.

In addition to scientific
collaboration, the meeting
also touched upon the
facilitation of cross-bor-

der trade and regional
security concerns. Khalid

Magsi stated that
improved trade relations
would spur economic

growth and contribute to
lasting regional stability.

He also underscored the
need for joint efforts in
advanced technologies
and innovation.

The Iranian delegation
appreciated  Pakistan’s
progress in science and
technology and expressed
readiness to expand coop-
eration further. Both coun-
tries reaffirmed their
resolve to work closely
for the advancement of
education, research, and
economic prosperity
across the region.

Chairperson BISP resolves for
transparency, social welfare

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson Benazir
Income Support

Programme (BISP), Senator
Rubina Khalid, during a
visit to the BISP Regional
Headquarters in Karachi on
Friday, reviewed ongoing
operations and emphasized
the organization’s unwaver-
ing commitment to trans-
parency, efficiency, and
public service.

During the visit, the
Director General Sindh pre-
sented a detailed briefing
on the scope and impact of
BISP initiatives in the
province, said a news
release. He noted that over
2.7 million families were
currently receiving finan-
cial assistance under the
Unconditional Cash
Transfer (UCT) — Benazir
Kafaalat programme.

Furthermore, the
Conditional Cash Transfer
(CCT) scheme for educa-
tion, Benazir Taleemi

Wazaif, has supported the
enrollment of 2.5 million
children, enabling contin-
ued education for students
from underprivileged
backgrounds.

The DG also highlighted
the Benazir Nashonuma
programme, which address-
es nutritional challenges
and supports approximately
5.6 million expectant and
lactating mothers and
infants across Sindh.

Senator Rubina Khalid
took note of public griev-
ances, particularly those
from Sukkur and surround-
ing districts, and directed
BISP officials to expedite
the resolution of beneficiar-
ies' complaints. She under-
scored the importance of
creating a secure environ-
ment for BISP employees,
enabling them to perform
their duties effectively and
without fear.

In a key directive, she
instructed the DG Sindh to

engage with the provincial
government for the estab-
lishment of a Director
General Office and a One-
Window Centre to stream-
line operations and improve
service delivery. She also
tasked Consultant
(Regional Coordinator) Mr.
Naveed Khan with collect-
ing detailed information on
vocational training and skill
development initiatives,
such as the Benazir
Hunarmand Programme, to
align with BISP’s vision of
economic empowerment
through skill development.
Reaffirming BISP’s mis-
sion to uplift the most vul-
nerable segments of socie-
ty, Senator Rubina Khalid
concluded her visit by
planting a tree at the
Regional Headquarters-an
emblematic gesture reflect-
ing BISP’s dedication to
both community develop-
ment and environmental
sustainability.

AIOU launches Russian
Language Course

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Igbal Open
University (AIOU), in part-
nership with the Center for
International ~Cooperation,
Ministry of Education of the
Russian Federation, and the
Russian Embassy in
Islamabad, has officially
launched a Russian Language
Course for beginners at its
main campus in Islamabad.

The initiative  has
received an enthusiastic
response, with over 350
applications submitted by
individuals from a wide
range of backgrounds —
including aspiring students
planning to study in Russia,
business  professionals,
politicians,  journalists,
homemakers, IT experts,
and more. After a rigorous
selection process, 60 candi-
dates were enrolled in the
inaugural three-month,
face-to-face course.

The course is being led
by Ms. Ekaterina Andriets,
a seasoned instructor nomi-
nated by the Russian
Ministry of Education. She
brings extensive experience
in teaching Russian lan-
guage and culture and is
guiding students through
the Al-level curriculum.
Classes are held three times
a week, with each session
lasting three hours.

A formal inaugural cere-

mony was held at AIOU to
mark the launch of the pro-
gram. The event was graced
by Ms. Alina Kolesnikova
and Mr. Philip Smolyakov,
diplomats from the Russian
Embassy in Islamabad, as
Guests of Honor, while
Prof. Dr. Syed Amir Shah,
Director Administration &
Coordination at AIOU,
served as the Chief Guest.

In her address, Ms. Alina
Kolesnikova highlighted
the deepening friendship
between Pakistan and
Russia, emphasizing the
growing engagement in
political, trade, educational,
and cultural spheres. She
reaffirmed the Russian
Embassy's commitment to
supporting AIOU not only in
language instruction but also
in organizing cultural initia-
tives, including film screen-
ings, poetry sessions, literary
circles, and sports events.

Mr. Philip Smolyakov,
delivering an impressive
portion of his speech in
Urdu, expressed his person-
al dedication to strengthen-
ing Pakistan-Russia ties.
He assured the audience of
the Embassy’s full support
for initiatives that enhance
bilateral cooperation.

Prof. Dr. Syed Amir
Shah, in his remarks, shared
a personal connection to the
program, revealing that he

was a participant in AIOU’s
first Russian language
course held in 2023.
Delivering parts of his
speech in Russian and
English, he praised Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood for his vision and
leadership in expanding
international collaborations.

Dr. Shah also noted that
AIOU has already estab-
lished partnerships with
several Russian universities
and aims to broaden its
Russian language and cul-
tural offerings in the future.

Dr. Zahid Majeed,
Director of International
Collaboration & Exchange
at AIOU, provided a com-
prehensive overview of the
university’s growing ties
with the Russian Ministry of
Education. He recalled the
establishment of the Russian
Language and Culture
Center at AIOU in 2023,
inaugurated by the Russian
Ambassador to Pakistan.

Looking ahead, Dr.
Majeed shared that, under
the guidance of the Vice
Chancellor, AIOU is prepar-
ing to launch faculty and
student exchange programs,
joint research initiatives,
and professional forums to
foster dialogue and collabo-
ration between Pakistani
and Russian professionals
and entrepreneurs.

ANF
recovers 685
kg of drugs

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF), conducting seven
operations across the coun-
try, recovered as many as
685 kg of drugs worth more
than Rs 170 million and
arrested 12 suspects, said
an ANF Headquarters
spokesman on Friday.

He informed that 800
grams of ice were recovered
from an accused, including
a woman, near a university
area in Sambrial, Sialkot.
The accused confessed to
selling drugs to students of
educational institutions. In
another operation, 510
grams of ice were recovered
from a parcel being sent to
Australia from a courier
office in Lahore.

Similarly,612 kg of
opium was recovered from
secret compartments of a
vehicle near Saranan
Bazaar, Pishin, and the
accused was arrested.

As much as 54 kg of
hashish was recovered from
two vehicles near the bus
terminal in Sohrab Goth,
Karachi, and two suspects
were arrested on the spot
The ANF arrested an
accused and recovered 9.6
kg of heroin hidden in an
AC unit at the South Asian
Port Terminal, Karachi.

As much as 8 kg of
hashish was recovered from
four women near the City
Bypass, Sukkur. A total of
100 grams of intoxicating
pills were recovered from
an accused rounded up near
Haji Camp Peshawar. Cases
have been  registered
against the arrested accused
under the Narcotics Control
Act, and further investiga-
tions are underway.

DC chairs
Emergency

Board meeting

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Deputy Commissioner Agha
Zaheer Abbas Shirazi Friday
chaired a meeting of the
District Emergency Board at
the Divisional Forest Office
in Jhika Gali, Murree.

The meeting reviewed
key issues, including identi-
fying black spots to reduce
road accidents, cracking
down on illegal petrol and
gas filling stations, inci-
dents of cylinder explo-
sions, repairing open man-
holes, dog bite cases, and
the Punjab government’s air
ambulance service.

The meeting also dis-
cussed measures to handle
forest fires during the sum-
mer season, flooding in
streams due to heavy rains,
and drowning incidents dur-
ing extreme heat. Deputy
Commissioner directed rel-
evant departments to com-
plete all arrangements,
including the summer sea-
son plan, on time.

Secretary
Disaster
Authority

District
Management
(DDMA)

Engineer Kamran Rashid |

presented a detailed brief-
ing on disaster manage-
ment plans and safety
measures. The meeting
urged citizens to use emer-
gency helpline numbers—
1122, Rescue Control
Room (051-9330016, 051-
9330025), and District
Administration  Control
(051-9269016, 051-
9269018) for assistance.
The meeting was attend-
ed by the Divisional Forest
Officer Murree, District
Emergency Officer, Traffic
Police Incharge, Health
Department officials, civil
defense representatives,
and heads of various
departments,  including
Water Supply, Wildlife,
WAPDA, Sui Gas, Waste
Management, and NHA.

(APP):
Heads of delegation of the
Pak-GCC Anti-Narcotics
Conference called on
Federal Minister for Interior
and Narcotics  Control
Mohsin Naqvi in Islamabad.

The delegation included
UAE's DG Anti-Narcotics
Department of Brigadier
Saeed Abdullah Alsuwaidi,
Qatar's DG Anti-Narcotics
Department Colonel Rashid
Saree Rashid Al Kaabi,
Saudi Arabia's DG
Narcotics Control Major
General Saad bin Saud Al-
Ajmi, Oman's DG for
Combating Narcotics
Brigadier Mohammed Saleh
Ali Rashid Al Gheilani,

Bahrain's Director Anti-
Narcotics Department
Lieutenant Colonel

Mohammed Khalid Al
Bunainain, Kuwait's
Director Operations Colonel
Naseer Bader Ajiman and
GCC, CICCD Director
Brigadier Eisa Saeed Al
Kuwari. Minister of State
for Interior Talal Chaudhry,
Interior Secretary
Muhammad Khurram Agha
and Director General Anti-
Narcotics Force Major
General Abdul Moeed were

also present on the occasion.

Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi thanked the
delegations of UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait,
Bahrain and Oman for par-
ticipating in the Pak-GCC
Conference. On this occa-

sion, Director General
Anti-Narcotics Force
Major General Abdul

Moeed briefed regarding
the recommendations of
the Pak-GCC Conference.

Federal  Minister for
Interior and Narcotics
Control Mohsin Naqvi

congratulated the dele-
gates of ANF Pakistan and
Gulf Cooperation Council
on the successful confer-
ence and appreciated their
full cooperation.

All of the delegates reit-
erated their full cooperation
with the Government of
Pakistan in the fight against
narcotics. During the meet-
ing, it was decided to hold a
meeting of the Anti-
Narcotics Ministers of Pak-
GCC countries by the end
of this year. Mohsin Naqvi
said that major decisions
will be taken in this meet-
ing to combat narcotics.

He said that as a result of

Pak-GCC
Anti-Narcotics
delegations meet
Mohsin Naqvi

ISLAMABAD

the recommendations of the
conference regarding the
fight against narcotics,
mutual cooperation will be
further strengthened. He
added that these recommen-
dations will help in formu-
lating an effective strategy, a
we can eradicate the scourge
of narcotics from the society
with collective efforts.
Mohsin  Naqvi  wel-
comed all the delegates and
underscored that all the
GCC countries are very
respectful to us. He high-
lighted that Pakistan has
made its Anti-narcotics
Force more effective and
strong. He further said that
we have conducted joint
operations in the past as
well and will continue to
cooperate in the future also.
Minister of State Talal
Chaudhry said that the use
of technology to combat the
menace of drugs is the
need of the hour. All the
delegates appreciated the
steps taken by Pakistan in
the fight against narcotics.
They said that the confer-
ence provided an effective
opportunity to enhance
mutual cooperation in the
fight against this scourge.

Egypt to extend support in
fight against Hepatitis

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Health
Mustafa Kamal and the
Egyptian Ambassador on
Friday discussed boosting
technical collaboration and
medical tourism.

Egyptian health experts
will visit Pakistan, extend-
ing support in the fight
against Hepatitis C.

In a significant develop-
ment aimed at boosting
regional health coopera-
tion, Pakistan and Egypt
have agreed to enhance
bilateral collaboration in
the health sector, with a
specific focus on eliminat-
ing Hepatitis C.

The understanding was
reached during a meeting
between Federal Minister
for Health Mustafa Kamal
and the Ambassador of
Egypt to Pakistan, Dr. Thab
Mohamed Abdelhamid.

The meeting underscored
a mutual commitment to
pursue joint strategies and

knowledge exchange to
tackle key health challenges
affecting both nations. A
core highlight of the discus-
sions was the proposal for
joint initiatives to eradicate
Hepatitis C.

The two sides explored
the possibility of launching
collaborative programs that
draw on Egypt’s successful
experience in controlling
and significantly reducing
Hepatitis C prevalence in
recent years.

The  meeting  also
touched upon expanding
technical cooperation and
promoting medical tourism
between the two countries.

Both emphasized the
value of sharing expertise,
training health profession-
als, and improving health-
care systems through coor-
dinated efforts.

As part of this enhanced
collaboration, a delegation of
Egyptian health experts is
expected to visit Pakistan in

the coming months. The dele-
gation will provide technical
assistance and share best prac-
tices to support Pakistan’s
ongoing efforts to combat
Hepatitis C and strengthen
healthcare delivery.

Federal Health Minister
Mustafa Kamal welcomed
the growing partnership
and expressed optimism
that this collaboration
would yield tangible bene-
fits for both countries.

“Egypt’s successful pub-
lic health interventions,
particularly in Hepatitis C
control, offer valuable les-
sons. We look forward to
working closely with our
Egyptian counterparts to
replicate similar success in
Pakistan,” he stated.

The Ministry of National
Health Services,
Regulations, and
Coordination will oversee
the development of a
roadmap to implement the
agreed areas of cooperation.

Police hold open courts to
address public concerns

ISLAMABAD (PPI):
Senior police officials,
including SP Soan zone Pari
Gul Tareen and SP Rural
zone Kazim Naqvi, today
organized open courts
across Islamabad to engage
with citizens and address
their concerns. The initia-
tive saw officers from the
Islamabad Police, including
all SDPOs and SHOs, facil-
itating these sessions in var-
ious masjids to provide
immediate assistance.
During these open
courts, residents voiced
their issues and shared their
suggestions for improve-
ments. Officers took imme-
diate steps by instructing
relevant staff to resolve the
presented issues and guar-
anteed the implementation

of the suggestions.

The officers, addressing
the attendees, mentioned
that these open courts align
with the directives from
Inspector General of Police
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi. The goal is to
promptly tackle public
complaints and regional
matters. They highlighted
the importance of maintain-
ing direct communication
with citizens to address
their problems efficiently.

Assurances were given
that the police are dedicated
to ensuring safety and pri-
oritizing the resolution of
raised concerns. It was also
noted that the improved
policing strategy has led to
a notable decrease in crime
rates in the city, though

efforts to further improve
the situation continue.

For effective action
against land grabbing,
criminal activities, and
drug trafficking, public
cooperation is deemed
essential.  The  police
emphasized the need for
community support to
clamp down on these issues
and encouraged citizens to
report any suspicious activ-
ities to their local police
stations for swift action.

Participants of the open
courts appreciated the ini-
tiative and extended their
gratitude to the IGP
Islamabad and the involved
officers for their proactive
approach in engaging with
the community and
addressing public concerns.

ISLAMABAD: A stunning view of the hand-shaped model encircling a tree

along Srinagar Highway, constructed by the Capital Development Authority
(CDA) to enhance the beauty of the Federal Capital. —APP Photo
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(" 4 Killed in traffic accident )

MAIDAN WARDAK (Khaama Press): A
traffic accident in Maidan Wardak claimed
four lives, including Takhar’s Taliban police
spokesperson, highlighting ongoing road
safety concerns. Following a traffic inci-
dent, Zabihullah Hakimi, the spokesperson
for the Taliban police command in Takhar
province, was killed along with three others.
The accident occurred on late Thursday
night, on the Kabul-Kandahar highway in

J

The Frontier Post

FGHANISTA

Shawwal 20, 1446 — Saturday, April 19, 2025

(1E distributes 80m Afs in aid)

JALALABAD (TOLOnews: Around 9,000
Afghan families deported from Pakistan have
received a total of 80 million afghani in cash
assistance. Mohammad Akbar, a representa-
tive of the financial committee of the tempo-
rary refugee camp in Torkham, said: “So far,
the financial committee has distributed 80 mil-
lion afghani in cash aid to around 9,000 return-
ing families. Our aid is transparently reaching
all families, and God willing, this support will
continue until the last migrant is helped.”

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Over 5,000 Afghan
migrants deported

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
High Commission for Add-
ressing Migrants’ Issues
has reported that more than
5,000 Afghan migrants
were  deported  from
Pakistan in the past day.

According to the com-
mission’s data, approxi-
mately 3,500 of these indi-
viduals entered Afghan-
istan through the Torkham
border crossing.

The head of the UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), who
visited Torkham to assess
the situation of the deported
migrants, assured that nec-
essary services would be
provided to those affected.

Nazar Nazari, a refugee
rights activist, stated:
“UNHCR plays a vital role
in supporting refugees and

internally displaced per-
sons. The first step must be
to provide increased aid
and facilities such as shel-
ter, healthcare, and emer-
gency assistance, while
also ensuring access to edu-
cational opportunities.”

Elsewhere, the Ministry
of Refugees and Repat-
riation announced that
Norway has also criticized
for the deportation of
Afghan migrants and reaf-
firmed its commitment to
continue supporting them.

Abdulmutalib Haqqani,
the ministry’s spokesper-
son, said that the Chargé
d’Affaires of Norway’s
Embassy for Afghanistan
emphasized the importance
of bilateral relations during
a meeting with the acting
minister.

Haqqgani said: “Mawlawi
Abdul Kabir described the
forced deportation of
Afghan migrants as a viola-
tion of all principles and
called for international
assistance to find a perma-
nent solution for migration
issues in Afghanistan. He
noted that the Islamic
Emirate is working on a
permanent housing plan for
the migrants and requires
the support of humanitarian
organizations  in  this
regard.”

Meanwhile, the Interna-
tional Organization for
Migration (IOM) reported
that nearly 60,000 Afghan
migrants entered the coun-
try through the Torkham
and Spin Boldak crossings
during the first two weeks
of the current month.

Iran hands over 199
prisoners via Nimroz

KABUL
Iranian authorities handed
over 199 Afghan prisoners
to Islamic Emirate officials
in Nimroz province.

A statement from the
Nimroz provincial press

S > <\ .
(Pajhwok):

office said these 199
Afghan prisoners had been
imprisoned in Iran for vari-
ous crimes and they were
handed over to the Islamic

Emlrate authorltles at the

Silk  Bridge last
evening.

The statement quoted
Mohammad Yousef
Mistry, head of the Islamic
Emirate’s Prisons Reform
Department, as saying that
the released prisoners
were among 484 Afghan
prisoners previously dis-
cussed with the Iranian

gate

side.

He said that 211 of them
were handed last month and
were being transferred to
their provinces where they
would serve the remaining
jail terms.

The statement said the
Afghan side also handed
over two Iranian prisoners
to the Iranian authorities as
a goodwill gesture.

AJC calls for release
of detained journalist

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The Afghanistan Journ-
alists Center has demanded
the immediate release of
journalist Sayed Rashid
Kashifi, detained by intelli-
gence forces in Kabul.

The Afghanistan Journ-
alists Center has expressed
deep concern over the
arrest of freelance journal-
ist Sayed Rashid Kashifi in
Kabul and has called for his
immediate release from
Taliban custody.

According to a statement
released on Thursday, April
17, the center reported that
Kashifi was arrested three
days ago by Taliban intelli-
gence forces in Kabul,
allegedly due to his cooper-
ation with exiled media
outlets.

The statement also
revealed that Taliban intel-
ligence had confiscated
Kashifi’s mobile phone
nearly a month prior to his
arrest, indicating that he
may have been under sur-
veillance for some time.

The Afghanistan Journa-
lists Center emphasized
that at least nine journalists
and media workers are cur-
rently detained by the
Taliban, highlighting a con-
tinuing pattern of repres-
sion against media profes-
sionals.

Among those detained,
six individuals have been
sentenced to prison terms
ranging from seven months
to three years, raising
alarms over due process
and freedom of the press in

the country.

Since their return to
power, the Taliban have
systematically  cracked
down on media freedom in
Afghanistan—shutting
down outlets, silencing
dissenting voices, and sub-
jecting  journalists  to
arrests, intimidation, and
even torture.

The ongoing suppres-
sion of journalists by the
Taliban not only threatens
the safety of individual
reporters but also under-
mines the public’s access to
truthful and timely infor-
mation.

International human
rights groups and press
freedom advocates contin-
ue to call for urgent action
and accountability.

Qatar builds
housing
project for
returnees

PAKTIA (TOLOnews): A
housing complex costing
$800,000 USD is being
constructed by Qatar in
Gardez city, the capital of
Paktia province, for newly
returned Afghan migrants.
According to officials, in
addition to the construction
of a school, mosque, and
religious seminary, all basic
living facilities will be pro-
vided within the complex.
Habibullah Shaheedzada,
Director of Refugees and
Repatriation in Paktia, said:
“The one hundred houses
being built by Qatar will
include all essential facili-
ties: a school, madrasa,
mosque, several shops, and
a safe drinking water sup-
ply network that will be
connected to each individ-
ual home. Other vital serv-
ices for daily life have also
been considered.”
Meanwhile, several
recently returned migrants
have called on the interim
government and aid organi-
zations to provide housing
and job opportunities.
Rahim Gul, deported
from Pakistan, said: “We
thank Qatar for helping
with housing. Other coun-
tries and organizations
should also support return-
ing migrants in terms of
shelter and other needs,
because we left all our pos-
sessions behind and have
come back empty-handed.”
Abdulwahid, also
deported from Pakistan,
said: “My request to the
government is to assist me
in building the house for
which I have already drawn
up a plan. These two tents
were provided with help
from the locals. This is the
land of my ancestors—I'm
happy to be back. We won’t
starve, because we have our
people and our community
here.” According to official
data, since the beginning of
the second phase of
Pakistan’s forced deporta-
tion campaign, nearly 300
Afghan  families have
returned to Paktia province.

Kazakhstan
sends aid to
Afghanistan

KABUL (Amu TV):
Kazakhstan has sent a con-
voy of 36 trucks loaded
with humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan, Kazakhstani
media reported, in a contin-
ued show of support for the
Afghan people.

The convoy, carrying
2,200 tons of supplies, ent-
ered Afghanistan through
the Hairatan border cross-
ing in Balkh Province. The
shipment includes veg-
etable oil, wheat flour, rice
groats, tents, and blankets.

Kazakhstan has also
announced plans to send a
separate shipment of essen-
tial medical equipment to
Afghanistan by air in the
near future. Kazakhstan’s
chargé d’affaires in Kabul
emphasized his country’s
commitment to humanitari-
an assistance and reiterated
Kazakhstan’s dedication to
strengthening friendly and
economic ties with
Afghanistan.

In Afghanistan’s pistachio hills,
families find a fleeting taste of freedom

vendors have set up temporary stalls
selling tea, kebabs and snacks, carv-
ing out modest livelihoods amid the
tents and tourists.

But the pressures are visible. Years

BADGHIS (Amu TV): Along wind-
ing dirt roads and over rugged hills,
Afghans are making their way to Pesta
Leq, a remote stretch of pistachio-cov-
ered land outside the provincial capital
of Qala-e-Naw, in search of something

rare: a few hours of relief.

The arrival of spring has turned
this corner of Badghis Province into a
patchwork of green hills and blos-
soming trees, drawing families hop-
ing to escape the hardships that weigh
on daily life under Taliban rule. In the
rolling landscape, tents are pitched,
and laughter echoes
faintly across the wide-open fields.

grills are lit,

nature.
Nimruz,”

a little peace.”

Visitors are calling for greater
investment in the area — amenities
like drinking water, basic rest facili-
ties and recreational services — to
better accommodate the growing
number of people seeking rest in
“People come here from all
parts of Afghanistan, not just Herat or
said Feraidoun, a visitor
from Herat. “Everyone is looking for

Pesta Leq offers more than a
change of scenery. In a country bat-
tered by drought, economic collapse
and social restrictions, the hills have
become a fragile sanctuary. Local

| have

of drought and the shifting climate
thinned
strained the livestock herders who
rely on the land.

“This year is harder than the last,”
said Abdullah,
“There’s no water, no grass. Life is
getting tougher.”

Covering more
hectares, Pesta Leq’s pistachio forests
are among the few remaining natural
treasures of Badghis Province. Yet
locals say the increasing social
restrictions
Taliban’s crackdowns on public gath-
erings and women’s freedoms —
have cast a shadow even over places
of leisure.

Still, on weekends, the hills come
alive with small bursts of celebration:
children running barefoot through the
grass, men smoking over barbecue
fires, and women chatting quietly

the pastures and

a local resident.

than 28,000

the

particularly

under makeshift awnings.

For many Afghans, the brief gath-
erings at Pesta Leq are less about
leisure than about survival — finding,
even for a short time, a space where
life feels a little freer, a little lighter.

Putin adopt right policy
on Afghanistan: Mujahid

KABUL (Pajhwok): The
Islamic Emirate is hopeful
political and economic rela-
tions between Afghanistan
and Russia will expand
after Moscow removed the
name ‘Taliban’ from its list
of banned groups.

Speaking to Russia’s
TASS news agency, Islamic
Emirate spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid said
that the removal of the
Taliban from Russian’s
banned groups was an
important step as it would
pave the way for full diplo-
matic and economic rela-
tions with the country.

The Russia supreme
court on Thursday suspend-
ed the ban on the Taliban,
which Russia had designat-
ed for more than two
decades as a terrorist organ-
isation, in a move that
paves the way for Moscow
to normalise ties with the
leadership of Afghanistan.

No country currently
recognises the new govern-
ment in Kabul that seized
power in August 2021 as
US-led forces staged a
chaotic withdrawal from
Afghanistan after 20 years
of war.
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But Russia has been
gradually building ties with

the movement, which
President Vladimir Putin
said last year was now an
ally in fighting terrorism.

Mujahid added: “We co-
nsider this step very impor-
tant, and in the future, Afg-
hanistan and Russia will
definitely establish good
relations in the economic
and diplomatic fields.”

He added that Russian

President Vladimir Putin
had adopted the right policy
towards Afghanistan.

To a question about the
Islamic Emirate delega-
tion’s visit to Russia, he said
that no decision had been
made in this regard so far.

A large-scale Russia-
Afghanistan forum will
take place on the sidelines
of the KazanForum event in
the Russian city of Kazan
in May.

TASS news agency
quoted, Zamir Kabulov, the
foreign minister’s advisor
and special presidential
envoy for Afghanistan, as
pointing out that the Russ-
ian Supreme Court’s move
to suspend a ban on the
‘Taliban movement’ remo-
ved a major legal obstacle
to the development of polit-
ical, economic and other
official relations with Afg-
hanistan’s new authorities.

UN experts urge Taliban to
immediately halt executions

GENEVA (Amu TV): Uni-
ted Nations experts, includ-
ing Special Rapporteur
Richard Bennett, called on
the Taliban to immediately
halt all “inhumane punish-
ments” in Afghanistan,
including public executions
and corporal punishment,
after four executions were
carried out in a single day
last week.

The executions, carried
out last Friday in the
provinces of Badghis,
Farah and Nimroz, bring
the number of reported
public  executions in
Afghanistan  since the
Taliban’s return to power in
August 2021 to at least 10.

“We condemn these pub-
lic executions, which con-
stitute a violation of inter-
national law and an attack
on human dignity,” the
U.N. experts said in a state-
ment. “Turning executions
into public events can never
be justified, not even on
religious grounds. It nor-

malizes brutality, desensi-
tizes communities to Vio-
lence, and creates a climate
of fear and intimidation.”
The experts warned that
Friday’s executions repre-
sent a troubling increase in
the Taliban’s use of capital
punishment. They urged the
Taliban to impose an imme-
diate moratorium on the
death penalty, with a view
toward its full abolition.
The experts also
expressed deep concern
over the Taliban’s contin-
ued use of corporal punish-
ment, mainly public lash-
ings, in violation of interna-
tional human rights stan-
dards. Such punishments
have been imposed for
alleged offenses such as

sodomy, running away
from home, and “illicit
relationships.”

Since the beginning of
2025, at least 213 people —
169 males and 44 females
— have been subjected to
corporal punishment,

according to the Taliban’s
Supreme Court. In the days
following the most recent
executions, at least 19 more
individuals, including five
women, were flogged.

The U.N. experts raised
alarm about the lack of
clarity over whether indi-
viduals’ age, mental health,
or intellectual disabilities
were considered by Taliban
courts before imposing sen-
tences. “Regardless of the
crime, under no circum-
stances should children —
those under the age of 18 at
the time of the alleged
offense — or individuals
with serious psychosocial
or intellectual disabilities
be sentenced to death,” the
experts said.

They emphasized that
the executions and punish-
ments were taking place
against a backdrop of seri-
ous concerns over access to
justice and systemic human
rights abuses under Taliban
rule, including the institu-

tionalized oppression of
women and girls.

“Capital and corporal
punishment are incompati-
ble with international
human rights obligations,
particularly in the absence
of due process guarantees,”
they said.

The experts stressed that
the Taliban’s justice system
lacks independence and
procedural safeguards nec-
essary to meet minimum
standards of justice. “Given
the absence of a constitu-
tion and clear, applicable
laws, we are particularly
concerned about the fair
trial rights and access to
justice for women, girls,
and boys,” they added.

“The Taliban  must
immediately stop capital
punishment and all forms
of corporal punishment that
constitute torture or cruel,
inhuman or degrading treat-
ment, and respect the rights
and  dignity of all
detainees,” the experts said.

Orthopaedic ward opens in

Logar provmmal hospltal
i b & oo J’BJ

PUL-I-ALAM (Pajhwok):

A special orthopaedic ward |[##%

has been opened in the
provincial hospital of cen-
tral Logar province with the
support of the Academy of
Medical Sciences of the
Ministry of Defense.

At a ceremony in this |

regard organized by the [B§

Public Health Department
of Logar, Brigadier General
Abdul Wali Ahmadzai,

Deputy Director of Health o

Services at the Ministry of
National Defense, said that
a bone disease treatment
center has been opened for
the first time in Logar Naib
Aminullah Khan Logari
Hospital with the support of
the Academy of Medical
Sciences of the Ministry of
National Defense.

He said free services
would be provided to the
public in the ward within
the framework of the
Ministry of Public Health.

He also said the 400 -bed
hospital was provided
advanced equipment, spe-
cialized departments, espe-
cially in the treatment of
bone diseases during the
past three years.

On the other hand, Hafiz
Saeedur Rahman Qaderi,
the Director of Public
Health of Logar, said that

the orthopaedic ward’s
opening was a great
achievement for Logar

health workers.

He said currently, basic
health services in all areas
of the province had
increased from 67 centers
to 117 centers.
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Qaderi added that this
year, buildings for five
health centers will be con-
structed and significant
progress will be made in
the health sector.

Academy of Medical
Sciences chief Dr. Ismail
Wardak said all services
and treatment were provid-
ed free of charge to patients
with broken bones in twen-
ty sign  departments

throughout the country,
including Logar.

He further said a patient
with a broken bone could
return to his normal life
within 24 hours.

The development comes
a time when residents of a
number of remote districts
of Logar province are
demanding more health
centers and female doctors
in their areas.

Reconstruction of

K ANDAHAR
(TOLOnews): A number of
students in Maiwand dis-
trict of Kandahar are call-
ing for the reconstruction of
school buildings and the
improvement of their edu-
cational conditions.

They say that due to past
conflicts, many school
structures have been dam-
aged and are in serious
need of rebuilding.

Sediqullah, a student,
said: “We request the
Islamic Emirate to give

special attention to
Maiwand district, as it has
been heavily affected and
its people are facing eco-
nomic hardships. Schools
and higher education cen-
ters should be constructed
here.”

Yar Mohammad, another
student, told TOLOnews:
“Some schools here have
been destroyed, and the
buildings of several others
remain incomplete. They
should be rebuilt funda-
mentally so students can

schools demanded

learn in a proper environ-
ment.”

Currently, 20 general
education schools and 100
religious madrasas are
operational in Maiwand
district.

Local officials say
efforts are ongoing to acti-
vate more schools and
reconstruct those that have
been damaged.

Bismillah, Deputy
District Chief of Maiwand
in Kandabhar, said:
“Alhamdulillah, since the

Islamic Emirate came to
power, twenty schools have
been  inaugurated in
Maiwand  district  of
Kandahar, and educational
activities are ongoing.
Additionally, one hundred
religious madrasas are cur-
rently active in the district.
However, this number of
religious and modern
schools does not meet the
needs of the district. We
have submitted proposals
for the construction of more
schools.”




CASS hosts seminar
on grey zone threats

F.P. Report

LAHORE: The Centre for
Aerospace &  Security
Studies (CASS), Lahore,
hosted a seminar titled
"Shadow Wars: Grey Zone
Threats and Pakistan's
Evolving Security Dile-
mmas" on 17th April 2025.
The seminar explored the

evolving contours of grey [
zone warfare and its impli- £

cations for Pakistan's
national security.

Dr Bilal Ghazanfar,
delivered the introductory
remarks, underscored the
urgency of understanding
grey zone threats that
exploit ambiguity and
asymmetry to undermine
national security. He high-
lighted the need for an inte-
grated, anticipatory frame-

work to safeguard
Pakistan's strategic inter-
ests across multiple
domains.

Dr Zatar Nawaz Jaspal,
Dean of Quaid-i-Azam
University, Islamabad,
delivered a keynote address
on "The Evolving
Landscape of Grey Zone
Warfare: Strategic
Challenges for Pakistan and
Frontline Technologies".
He noted that the future
strategic landscape will
increasingly be defined by
grey areas that are neither
war nor peace. He added
that the concept of grey
zone warfare has not germi-
nated from a particular
event, but rather evolves as
a cyclical and cognitive
process shaped by the spe-
cific environments. Dr
Aneel Salman, OGDCL-
Economic Security Chair at
the Islamabad  Policy
Research Institute (IPRI),
delivered a talk on
"Economic Warfare in the
Grey Zone".

tury wars will not be won
with missiles, but with mar-
kets, as balance sheets
increasingly define the bat-
tlefield. He observed that
economic warfare has gone
grey: invisible, deniable,
low-cost, and high-impact.
Highlighting regional
dynamics, he noted that
South Asia is a high-fric-
tion zone where economic
tools are the preferred
weapons of influence.
Turning to Pakistan's strate-
gy to counter grey zone tac-
tics, he emphasised that it
must be flexible, multi-vec-
tor, and well-informed.
Syed Muhammad Ali,
Chairman of the PEMRA
Council of Complaints,
Islamabad, delivered a talk
on "Cyber and Information
Warfare: Securing Digital
Frontiers". He noted that
kinetic operations cannot
achieve desired objectives
without addressing the soft
tactical requisites of infor-
mation warfare. He added
that most states are strug-
gling to maintain a monop-
oly over the narrative and
are therefore vulnerable to

threats emanating from the
information and cyber
domains.

In  his  concluding

remarks, Air Marshal Asim
Suleiman (Retd), President
of CASS Lahore, highlight-
ed the evolving nature of

charac-
terised by the employment
of grey zone strategies that
exploit political, economic,
and technological vulnera-
bilities without provoking
overt conflict. He empha-
sised that in an increasingly
complex global security
environment, Pakistan must
remain vigilant, proactive,
and strategically adaptive.
He stressed that securing
the future in the long term
will require economic
resilience, effective gover-
nance, and progress in tech-
nology. The interactive ses-
sion prompted valuable dis-
cussions.

The speakers empha-
sised that policy-making
must be accompanied by
effective implementation.
They underscored the
importance of education as
a key sector requiring sus-
tained government atten-
tion, not only to counter the
effects of grey zone threats,
but also to foster national

social cohesion and
enhance Pakistan's soft
image.

The event was widely
attended by academia, stu-
dents, intellectuals and
domain experts. CASS is
an independent think tank
that continues to arrange
academic events for acade-
mia and practitioners inter-
ested in National Security
in its wider context.

KP govt to make plan
for mountain agriculture

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief Min-
ister of Khyber Pakhtu-
nkhwa, Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur, a major initiative
aimed at promoting moun-
tain agriculture in the
province, has decided to
formulate a dedicated poli-
cy for mountain agriculture.

The Chief Minister's
Secretariat has formally
sent an official letter along
with a concept paper to the
Agriculture  Department
with direction to finalize
the draft of the proposed
“KP Mountain Agriculture
Policy" based on the con-
cept paper, and present the
same to the competent
forum for approval within
45 days.

The concept paper
includes an executive sum-
mary and outlines key the-
matic areas such as agro-
ecological zones, major
crops, livestock, fisheries,

and critical administrative
challenges. It also contains
recommendations and
strategic  directions for
shaping the policy frame-
work. It emphasizes the
unique characteristics of
mountain agriculture, tak-
ing into account local ter-
rain, soil, climate condi-
tions, value chain develop-
ment, and access to mar-
kets.

Special focus has also
been placed on enhancing
agricultural  technology,
research, and extension
services in remote areas,
which are considered vital
components of the policy.
The concept paper high-
lights the significant poten-
tial for agriculture and live-
stock in the province's hilly
regions. It stresses the need
for an institutionalized pol-
icy approach to tap into this
potential effectively. The
role of women in the rural
economy and the impor-

tance of community mobi-
lization have also been
highlighted as essential to
the policy’s success.
Among the key recom-
mendations are the estab-
lishment of a Mountain
Agriculture Development
Board and community seed
banks, the revival of local
cooperatives and relevant
rural organizations, identifi-
cation of water and soil
conservation projects, train-
ing of at least 50 new exten-
sion agents, implementation
of a multi-level marketing
strategy, and the develop-
ment of a robust monitoring
and evaluation system to
ensure policy effectiveness.
The concept paper also pro-
poses clear objectives for
the  policy, including
enhancing food security,
creating employment
opportunities, and improv-
ing resource management in
the mountainous areas of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Israeli strikes
kill 17 in Gaza

GAZA CITY (AP): Israeli
airstrikes across Gaza killed
at least 17 people early
Friday including children,
hospital workers said, as the
new US ambassador to
Israel made his first public
appearance in Jerusalem.

Among the dead were 10
people in Jabaliya, including
eight from the same house,
according to the Indonesian
Hospital, which received the
bodies. In the southern city
of Khan Younis, seven peo-
ple were killed, one of them
a pregnant woman, accord-
ing to Nasser Hospital,
where the bodies were
brought. The strikes came a
day after more than two
dozen people died in Gaza
as Israel ramps up attacks,
pressuring Hamas to return
the hostages and disarm.

US Ambassador to Israel
Mike Huckabee on Friday
appeared at the Western
Wall, the holiest Jewish
prayer site in Jerusalem’s
Old City. Huckabee inserted
a prayer into the wall, which
he said was handwritten by
US  President  Donald
Trump. "Those are his ini-
tials, D.T.,” said Huckabee
while showing the note to
the media. In his first act as
ambassador, Huckabee said
Trump told him to take his
prayer and pray for the peace
of Jerusalem, he said.
Huckabee also said every
effort was being made to
bring the remaining hostages
held by Hamas home. A one-
time presidential hopeful,
Huckabee has acknowl-
edged his past support for
Israel’s right to annex the
West Bank and incorporate
its Palestinian population
into Israel but said it would
not be his “prerogative” to

carry out that policy.

During his first term,
Trump recognized
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
over Palestinian objections
and moved the embassy
from Tel Aviv. Palestinian
seek the eastern part of the
city that Israel captured in
the 1967 Mideast war as
their future capital.

Huckabee's arrival comes
at a pivotal time in the 18-
month war, as international
mediators including the US
are trying to get a broken
ceasefire back on track.
Israel is demanding that
Hamas  release  more
hostages at the start of any
new ceasefire and ultimately
agree to disarm and leave
the territory. Israel has said it
plans occupy large “security
zones” inside Gaza.

Khalil al-Hayya, head of
Hamas’ negotiating delega-
tion, said Thursday the
group had rejected Israel’s
latest proposal along those
lines. He reiterated Hamas’
stance that it will return
hostages only in exchange
for the release of more
Palestinian prisoners, a full
Israeli withdrawal from
Gaza and a lasting truce, as
called for in the now-defunct
ceasefire agreement reached
in January. Hamas currently
holds 59 hostages, 24 of
whom are believed to be
alive.

The war began when
Hamas-led militants
attacked southern Israel on
Oct. 7, 2023, killing some
1,200 people, mostly civil-
ians, and abducting 251.
Most of the hostages have
since been released in cease-
fire agreements or other
deals. Israel’s offensive has
since killed over 51,000

Palestinians, mostly women
and children, according to
Gaza’s Health Ministry,
which does not distinguish
between civilians and com-
batants. The war has
destroyed vast parts of Gaza
and most of its food produc-
tion capabilities. The war
has displaced around 90% of
the population, with hun-
dreds of thousands of people
living in tent camps and
bombed-out buildings.

On Thursday, aid groups
raised the alarm over Israel’s
blockade of of Gaza, where
it has barred entry of all food
and other goods for more
than six weeks. Thousands
of children have become
malnourished, and most
people are barely eating one
meal a day as stocks dwin-
dle, the United Nations said.
Israel's Defense Minister
says the blockade is one of
the “central pressure tactics”
against Hamas, which Israel
accuses of siphoning off aid
to maintain its rule. Aid
workers deny there is signif-
icant diversion of aid, saying
the UN closely monitors dis-
tribution. Rights groups
have called it a “starvation
tactic.”

Lebanon says one killed
in a renewed Israeli strike
near Sidon: Lebanon’s
health ministry said an
Israeli strike on Friday hit a
vehicle near the southern
coastal city of Sidon, killing
one person.

Despite a November 27
ceasefire that sought to halt
more than a year of conflict
— including two months of
all-out war between
Israel and Hezbollah, Israel
has continued to carry out
near-daily strikes in
Lebanon.

The

PHC
prioritizes
public
facilitation

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: The Pesha-
war High Court (PHC) has
taken a significant step
towards enhancing the
facilities for lawyers and
litigants by launching a
Lawyers Welfare Com-
position and Photostate
Center and the official
website of the Peshawar
Court

Association, on Friday.

The Acting Chief Justice
SM Atique Shah, inaugu-
rated the facilities while
Registrar Admin Mumrez
Khan Khalil, judicial offi-
cers, and office bearers of
the PHC Bar Association,
including President Fida
Gul and Secretary General
Tjaz Ali Shah were also
present in the ceremony.

PHC Acting Chief
Justice SM Atique Shah
emphasized that providing
the best facilities to lawyers
and litigants is a top priori-
ty. He praised the PHC Bar
Association's cabinet for
constructing the center in a
short span of time.

The center aims to pro-
vide a range of services,
including composition and
photocopying facilities, to
lawyers and litigants. The
official website of the PHC
Bar Association will also
serve as a valuable resource
for members and the gener-
al public.

The Acting Chief Justice
visited various bar rooms
and reviewed the develop-
ment work, reiterating the
court's commitment to pro-
viding a better environment
for lawyers and litigants.
The launch of the Lawyers
Welfare Center and official
website is a significant step
towards improving the
overall functioning of the
PHC and enhancing the
experience of lawyers and
litigants.

SC adjourns
hearing of
civilians’ mly
trial case
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Khawaja
Haris, counsel for the
Ministry of Defence, on
Friday said that the court-
martial had been recog-
nized by the constitution.

During the hearing of
intra-court appeals filed
against declaring the trials
of civilians in military
courts null and void, he
said that the court-martial
not only took place during
war but also in peace. A
seven-member bench of
the constitutional bench of
the Supreme Court (SC),
headed by Justice
Aminuddin Khan, heard
the petitions.

Justice Musarrat Hilali
opined that the martial law
collided with the constitu-
tion. “The constitution of
1973 is quite comprehen-
sive,” she added. Haris said
it would be wrong to say
that an individual undergo-
ing a military trial was not
given the right to defend
himself.

However, he added, ini-
tially, there was no concept
of an ‘appeal’ in a military
trial. Justice Hassan Azhar
Rizvi remarked that the
fact that over 13 military
installations were attacked
on May 9 was a security
failure. He asked Haris,
“How it was decided that a
particular case would be
sent to a military court and
the other to an anti-terror-
ism court (ATC).” The
defence ministry’s lawyer
replied that it was decided
on the basis of nature of the
offences committed on that
day. Later, the court’s hear-
ing was adjourned until
April 28.

Meanwhile, the
Supreme Court of Pakistan
on Friday clubbed May 9
cases of PTI founder Imran
Khan and Omar Sarfaraz
Cheema, says in media
reports. A bench, led by
CJP Justice Yahya Afridi,
heard the case of Cheema’s
alleged involvement in
May 9 violence. The chief
justice said this case would
be heard with that of Imran
Khan next week.

The CJP said the court
wanted to ensure uniformi-
ty in physical remand
cases. He said the cases of
Imran Khan and Omar
Sarfaraz Cheema were of
similar nature. Cheema’s
counsel said police arrest-
ed his client first and then
registered a case against
him.

The Punjab government
lawyer said the court had
not given even a day’s
physical  remand  of
Cheema. He said a weapon
had to be recovered from
him. The court attached the
case with that of Imran
Khan and adjourned the
hearing till April 24.
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PESHAWAR: Afgha;ts waiting for crossing border aiong with their belongings at transit point on Torkham

border. At least 42,048 people repatriated to Afghanistan so far as per KP Home Department statement.

Iran has ‘doubts’ about US
intentions ahead of nuclear talks

TEHRAN: Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi has cast doubt over
the intentions of the United States a
day before a second round of nuclear
talks is set to take place with
Washington.

The new round will come a week
after the two countries held their
highest-level negotiations since US
President Donald Trump unilaterally
abandoned a 2015 landmark nuclear
deal three years later. Iran has since
abandoned all limits on its nuclear
programme, and enriches uranium to
up to 60 percent purity — near
weapons-grade levels of 90 percent.
“Although we have serious doubts
about the intentions and motivations
of the American side, in any case, we
will participate in tomorrow’s negoti-
ations,” Araghchi said on Friday dur-
ing a news conference in Moscow
with his Russian counterpart, Sergey
Lavrov.

Araghchi will set off on Saturday
for Rome for a new round of Omani-
mediated talks with US Middle East
envoy Steve Witkoff. “We are fully
prepared to pursue a peaceful resolu-
tion for Iran’s peaceful nuclear pro-
gramme,” Araghchi said.

Lavrov said Moscow was ready
“to play any role that will be useful
from Iran’s point of view and that will
be acceptable to the United States”.
Russia, which commands the world’s
largest confirmed arsenal of nuclear
weapons, has deepened its military
ties with Iran since it launched its
offensive on Ukraine in February
2022, and has played a role in Iran’s
nuclear negotiations in the past as a
veto-wielding  United  Nations
Security Council member.

Western countries, including the
US, have long accused Iran of seek-
ing to acquire nuclear weapons — an

allegation Tehran has consistently
denied, insisting that its programme
is for peaceful civilian purposes. Al
Jazeera’s Tohid Asadi, reporting from
Tehran, said there is “a cloud of mis-
trust in the air” despite statements
made by Araghchi.

“With the talks ahead, there is a
perception among Iranians that there
is this mistrust that exists pertaining
to the United States, but going back
to the statement that were heard today
... we saw a mix of doubt and hope at
the same time,” Asadi said. “Iran is
saying it is not interested in putting
other issues ... [such as] nuclear
capabilities ... on the table of negoti-
ations,” he added.

US President Donald Trump has
threatened to attack Iran if it does not
agree to a deal with the US. On
Tuesday, Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps said the
country’s military capabilities were
off limits in the discussions.

The official IRNA news agency
reported Iran’s regional influence and
its missile capabilities, long criticised
by Western governments, were
among its “red lines” in the talks. On
Wednesday, the Iranian foreign min-
ister said Iran’s enrichment of urani-
um was not up for discussion, after
Witkoff called for it to end.

“If there is similar willingness on
the other side, and they refrain from
making unreasonable and unrealistic
demands, I believe reaching an agree-
ment is likely,” Araghchi said during
Friday’s news conference. Lavrov
emphasised that any potential agree-
ment should only pertain to the
nuclear issue. “This is a fundamental
point that must be taken into account
by those who try to burden the nego-
tiations with non-nuclear issues and
thus create a very risky situation,” he

said.

Iran told the US during last week’s
talks it was ready to accept some lim-
its on its uranium enrichment, but
needed watertight guarantees Trump
would not again ditch the pact, an
Iranian official told the Reuters news
agency on Friday, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. The official said
Tehran’s red lines “mandated by
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei” could not be compro-
mised in the talks, adding that those
red lines meant Iran would never
agree to dismantle its centrifuges for
enriching uranium, halt enrichment
altogether, or reduce the amount of
enriched uranium it stores to a level
below the level it agreed in the 2015
deal.

It would also not negotiate over its
missile programme, which Tehran
views as outside the scope of any
nuclear deal, Reuters reported. US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio said
earlier on Friday that the US adminis-
tration is looking for a peaceful solu-
tion with Iran but will never tolerate
the country developing a nuclear
weapon.

Rubio met with British, French
and German officials in Paris and
pressed them to maintain sanctions
against Iran instead of allowing
them to run out. Israel also reiterat-
ed its unwavering commitment to
preventing Iran from obtaining
nuclear weapons, saying it had a
“clear course of action” to prevent
this. “Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and I, along with all rel-
evant bodies, are committed to
leading a clear course of action that
will prevent Iran from acquiring
nuclear weapons,” Defence
Minister Israel Katz said on Friday.
— Aljazeera

Two killed in Russian attacks
on Ukraine’s Kharkiv, Sumy

KYIV: A Russian missile strike has
killed one person in the northeastern
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, with a sep-
arate drone attack killing another per-
son in the nearby city of Sumy. At
least five children were among dozens
of people injured in Friday morning’s
attack on Kharkiv that damaged 15
residential buildings, a business and an
educational facility, according to
Kharkiv Mayor lhor Terekhov and
emergency services.

In Sumy, a drone hit a bakery pro-
ducing Easter cakes, killing at least
one and injuring another person.
Reporting from Kyiv, Al Jazeera’s
Zein Basravi said Russia also targeted
Lviv, Dnipro, Mykolaiv and Kyiv.
“We saw multiple missile, drone,
artillery, and rocket attacks in cities
across the country around 5am local
time when curfews come to a close
and people begin their daily lives,” he
said.

“[In Kharkiv], civilian infrastruc-
ture was damaged, one person was
killed, and 74 were injured. Of the 74,
five were children aged 3, 4, 14, 16,
and a 17-year-old boy. There was
damage to dozens of apartments and
vehicles,” Basravi reported. “In
Dnipro, no reports of dead or injured
yet, but we do know it was a missile
attack that hit an area with businesses,
including a gym, hotel, and an office
block, causing quite a lot of damage.”

He said Ukrainian air defences
were reported to have shot down three
cruise missiles and nearly two dozen
drones. Despite the latest attacks,
according to Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, US President Donald Trump is
prepared to abandon efforts to negoti-
ate peace between Russia and Ukraine
unless concrete progress is seen with-
in days, . Speaking in Paris following

discussions with European and
Ukrainian officials, Rubio signalled a
looming cut-off point for the White
House’s involvement in the stalled
peace initiative.

“We’re not going to continue with this
endeavour for weeks and months on end.
So we need to determine very quickly
now, and I'm talking about a matter of
days, whether or not this is doable in the
next few weeks,” Rubio told reporters.
“The president feels very strongly about
that. He has dedicated a lot of time and
energy to this ... this is important, but
there are a lot of other really important
things going on that deserve just as
much, if not more attention.”

No official responses came from
Paris, London, Berlin, Kyiv or
Moscow regarding Rubio’s remarks.
The comments, however, coincided
with signals that Washington may be
making some headway in talks with
Kyiv. On Thursday, President Trump
said he expected to finalise a deal with
Ukraine next week that would allow
the United States access to the coun-
try’s mineral resources—a sign that,
despite political friction, economic
cooperation remains a key incentive in
the relationship. President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said on Thursday that
although Russia had seemingly scaled
back its targeting of energy infrastruc-
ture, the overall volume of missile and
drone attacks remained unchanged. It
is striking Ukraine’s civilian sites
instead, he added. Meanwhile,
Moscow warned of potential escala-
tion if Germany proceeds with plans to
send Taurus long-range missiles to
Ukraine.

Speaking at the United Nations on
Thursday, Russia’s ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia declared that such a
move would mark Germany’s direct

entry into the war. “These countries
are waging a war against Russia using
their proxy forces,” he said.
“Delivering Taurus missiles would be
another step toward escalation.”

With a range of more than 500 kilo-
metres (310 miles), the Taurus missile
system is designed to penetrate forti-
fied positions, making it a potentially
game-changing addition to Ukraine’s
arsenal. Nebenzia also accused Kyiv
of ignoring the partial ceasefire agree-
ment reached in mid-March during a
phone call between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and President Trump.

He claimed Russia had honoured
the accord while Ukraine had carried
out more than 120 attacks, including
on Russian power infrastructure.
“Ukraine did not apply the partial
ceasefire regarding energy infrastruc-
ture. Therefore, talking about a cease-
fire is unrealistic at this point,” he said.
Adding further tension, Zelenskyy
accused China for the first time of pro-
viding weapons to Russia. Speaking in
Kyiv, he alleged that Beijing was sup-
plying artillery and manufacturing
arms within Russian territory.

“We finally have information that
China is supplying weapons to the
Russian Federation,” he said, without
specifying whether he meant shells,
launchers, or both. Beijing on Friday
denied giving any party in the Ukraine
war lethal weapons. China has long
maintained it is not a party to the con-
flict. Just last week, its Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said it supported a
peaceful resolution and rejected any
claims of direct involvement.
Zelenskyy’s remarks also follow the
capture of two Chinese nationals fight-
ing for Russia, further straining
already fraught relations between
Kyiv and Beijing. — Aljazeera

Hajj 2025: Pakistan issues key
directives for private operators

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan govern-
ment Friday issued key directives for
the private operators for Hajj 2025. A
total of 23,620 Pakistani pilgrims will
perform Hajj 2025 under the private
scheme. According to details, the
Ministry of Religious Affairs has
issued guidelines regarding the Private
Hajj Scheme 2025, urging all
approved Hajj operators to ensure visa
issuance by April 18.

The ministry has asked the private
operators to immediately submit
copies of service agreements as per the

newly allocated quota. The ministry
further announced that the updated list
of authorized operators has been pub-
lished on the official website and the
Pak Hajj mobile app.

Pilgrims can check the status of
their applications and the services
being offered through these platforms.
Private pilgrims are strongly advised
to use the Pak Hajj 2025 mobile app
for real-time updates and service
tracking to ensure a smooth and trans-
parent experience. Meanwhile, around
67,000 Pakistani pilgrims have been
deprived of performing Hajj 2025 due
to delays in agreements and payments

to the Saudi government, according to
Hajj organisers. The main reason for
the rejection of these applications was
the failure to make timely bookings
and payments to the Saudi authorities.

Saudi Arabia had allocated a quota
of 179,210 pilgrims for Pakistan this
year, which included 89,605 spots
each for the government and private
tour organisers. However, only
14,000 applications were accepted
under the private scheme. The organ-
isers claimed they had made book-
ings for the 67,000 pilgrims and sent
SAR 7 million to Saudi Arabia for
these pilgrims.
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