
Vol. XXXIXII          No. 95       Regd. No. 241      ZIQAAD 06 1446 -- SUNDAY, MAY 04 2025   PESHAWAR EDITION 12 PAGES PRICE. 30

www.thefrontierpost.com

Policeman laid to rest
F.P. Report

BUNER: The funeral prayers of police-
man named Anwar Mahmood, who was
martyred in a clash between police and
terrorists in jurisdiction of Gulbandi
Police Station, Buner, were offered with
full official honors at Daggar Police Line.
The martyred soldier fought the terrorists
with great courage during the clash and
saved his comrades and the district from
a major disaster and sacrificed himself.

Cop succumbed to injuries 
F.P. Report 

KARAK: Policeman Niaz Marjan, who
was injured in firing by unknown persons
within the limits of Karak police station
three days ago, succumbed to his injuries
while undergoing treatment at Lady
Reading Hospital Peshawar. Policeman
Niaz Marjan was on his way to appear in
court yesterday when unknown persons
opened fire on him, resulting in him
being seriously injured.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Turkiye to Pakistan, Dr. Irfan Neziroglu called on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: PPP Human
Rights Cell President ex
Senator Farhatullah Babar
has expressed grave concern
over the Mines and Minerals
Bill in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
as a blatant attempt by the
federation to usurp, in viola-
tion of the Constitution, the
provincial mineral resources.

This he said today while
addressing a seminar on fed-
eralism under the auspices of
Peshawar Literary Festival in
Peshawar on Saturday. He
demanded answers to three
questions. One, what mineral
exploitation projects have
already been undertaken by
the federal government sub-
sidiaries in the merged dis-
tricts due to which these areas
have been kept separate from
the rest of the province in the
Bill until December 2030?

Two, what are the so
called ‘strategic minerals’
over which the provincial

government shall have little
say to exploit? Three, what is
the rationale of a federal min-
eral body to impose unsolicit-
ed ‘advice’ to the provincial
mineral department?

He said that KP was being
treated most unfairly as its
share in the NFC was not
revised upward after the
merger of the tribal districts
and the consequent increase
in the province’ population, a
major determinant of the
NFC Award. He said that the
integrity of the federation
was not served by the setting
up of extra constitutional
bodies with the centre’s dom-
inance to oversee economic
development and other issues
that fall exclusively within
the domain of provinces
under the 18th Amendments.

He said that federal parlia-
mentary system was threat-
ened by the continuing disre-
gard for the Constitution and
trichotomy of powers, blatant-
ly manipulating the mandate

of people and power transfer,
the rise of the de-facto gov-
ernment sidelining the de-jure
government, elite capture of
state resources, populism,
political polarization and fake
news. He also called upon the
political parties to put their
own house in order to con-
front these emerging chal-
lenges to the federal system in
addition to raising of voice by
the civil society against the
strident militarization of state
and society.

Meanwhile, on the eve
of the World Press Freedom
Day today the President
Human Rights Cell of the
PPP ex Senator Farhatullah
Babar has issued the fol-
lowing statement: “It is a
grim thought that on the
world press freedom day
today Pakistan, according
to the ‘Reporters Without
Borders’ has earned the
dubious distinctions of
joining the ranks of those
42 countries.

PPP concerned over usurpation
of provincial resources

GAZA CITY (AFP): Gaza’s
civil defense agency said
Saturday that an overnight
Israeli strike on the Khan
Yunis refugee camp killed
at least 11 people including
three babies up to a year
old.

Civil defense spokesman
Mahmud Bassal reported 11
killed “after the bombard-
ment of the Al-Bayram
family home in the Khan
Yunis camp” in southern
Gaza at around 3:00 am
(0000 GMT). Bassal told
AFP that eight of the dead
had been identified and
were all from the same
extended family, including
a boy and girl, both one-
year-olds, and a month-old
baby.

Contacted by AFP, the
Israeli military did not
immediately comment on
the strike. Israel resumed its
military offensive in Gaza
on March 18 after a two-
month truce in its war
against Hamas that was
triggered by the Palestinian
militant group’s October 7,
2023 attack.

On Friday the civil
defense agency said Israeli
strikes killed at least 42
people across the war-rav-
aged territory, which has
been under a total Israeli
blockade since March 2.
Israel halted aid deliveries
to Gaza, saying Hamas had
diverted supplies. Israel
says the blockade is meant

to pressure the militants
into releasing hostages held
in the Palestinian territory.
UN agencies have urged
Israel to lift restrictions,
saying that Gazans were
experiencing a humanitari-
an catastrophe and warning
of famine.

Meanwhile, Gaza’s civil
defense agency said Israeli
strikes killed at least 42
people Friday in the
Palestinian territory, devas-
tated by war and under a
total Israeli aid blockade for
two months. Israel resumed
its military campaign in the
Gaza Strip on March 18
after the collapse of a cease-
fire that had largely halted
the fighting.

Nine people were killed
when an Israeli air strike hit
a home in Bureij refugee
camp in central Gaza, civil
defense official Mohammed
Al-Mughayyir told AFP.
AFP footage in the aftermath
of a strike on Bureij camp
showed Palestinians search-
ing for casualties in the rub-
ble of a flattened building.

“They gave us no warn-
ing, no phone call — we
woke up at midnight to
smoke, rubble, stones, and
shrapnel raining down on
us,” said Mohammed Al-
Sheikh, standing among
collapsed concrete slabs.
“We pulled out martyrs —
bodies and limbs from
under the rubble.”

Another six people were

killed in a strike targeting
the Al-Masri family home
in the northern city of Beit
Lahia, civil defense official
Mughayyir added. In Gaza
City, a strike on a communi-
ty kitchen claimed the lives
of six more, the civil
defense agency reported.
Across the Gaza Strip, at
least 21 other deaths were
reported in similar attacks,
the agency said.

The health ministry in
Hamas-run Gaza said on
Thursday that at least 2,326
people have been killed
since Israel resumed its
campaign in Gaza, bringing
the overall death toll since
the war broke out to 52,418.
The war erupted after
Hamas attacked Israel on
October 7, 2023. That attack
resulted in the deaths of
1,218 people on the Israeli
side, mostly civilians,
according to an AFP tally
based on official figures.

Militants also abducted
251 people, 58 of whom are
still being held in Gaza,
including 34 the Israeli mil-
itary says are dead. The
Israeli government says its
renewed campaign aims to
force Hamas to free the
remaining captives,
although critics charge it
puts them in mortal danger.
Israel halted aid deliveries
to Gaza on March 2, days
before the collapse of the
ceasefire which had come
into effect on January 19.

3 babies among 11 killed
in Israel strike on Gaza

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The All-
Pakistan Newspapers
Society (APNS) has for-
mally requested Chief
Minister Punjab, Ms.
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, to
revisit and withdraw the
amendment introduced in
the Punjab Procurement
Rules (PPRA) in October
2024, which bars the publi-
cation of tender advertise-
ments in newspapers.

In a letter addressed to
the Chief Minister, APNS
President Senator Sarmad
Ali highlighted that this
decision has inflicted
severe financial strain on
the newspaper industry
across Punjab and has also
undermined long-standing
government-media rela-

tions.
The APNS believes that

the amendment aims to
exclude the print media
from the public procure-
ment process and damages
the transparency of govern-
ment transactions. "Curta-
iling the publication of ten-
der notices not only affects
newspapers' revenues but
also restricts the flow of
crucial information to
potential bidders," the letter
stated. "This undermines
public access to procure-
ment opportunities and vio-
lates principles of trans-
parency."

The Society emphasized
that newspaper advertise-
ments remain a critical tool
for disseminating public
information widely and
equitably. Removing this

access harms both the
media and public participa-
tion in governance.
Reaffirming its historic
support for the Punjab
Government — particularly
during previous PML-N
tenures — the APNS
expressed hope that under
Ms. Maryam Nawaz’s lead-
ership, the current adminis-
tration would reconsider
the decision and restore
publication rights for tender
advertisements in print
media. 

The APNS has called
for the immediate with-
drawal of the amendment,
urging the Punjab
Government to uphold
transparency, support the
media industry, and main-
tain strong press-govern-
ment relations.

APNS demands PPRA
amend’s withdrawal

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar said on Saturday that
the government was taking
all possible steps for the
protection, welfare and pro-
fessional training of jour-
nalists.

In his message on World
Press Freedom Day, he said
only a responsible and
informed media could help
the country deal with the
challenges it faced. "The
government is committed
to ensuring freedom of the
press and continuing a con-
structive dialogue with
media institutions,"
Attaullah Tarar remarked. 

He said that freedom of
the press was the guarantor
of democracy, transparent
governance and protection
of human rights. Media in
Pakistan has always played
a key role in strengthening
democracy, rule of law and
awakening public con-
sciousness, Attaullah Tarar
maintained. 

The minister for informa-
tion paid tributes to
Pakistani media for playing
an effective role in high-

lighting the ongoing barbari-
ty in Indian occupied Jammu
and Kashmir, serious human
rights violations and Israeli
atrocities on the Palestinian
people. "The journalist com-
munity played a courageous
role in shaking the global
conscience and bringing the
voice of the oppressed to
global forums", Attaullah
Tarar said.

The minister opined that
the free and conscious jour-
nalism was the real
spokesperson for human
compassion and truthful-
ness. Attaullah Tarar appre-
ciated the media's cautious,
responsible and national
interests-first attitude

towards Indian aggressive
measures.

"Pakistan's media is
effectively highlighting the
state's position at the global
level, which is very impor-
tant for national security,
foreign policy and national
unity", Attaullah Tarar
added. The minister said
that the Government of
Pakistan fully believed in
freedom of expression and
all media institutions had
the right to carry out their
professional duties inde-
pendently. He said that
freedom of expression and
access to information were
the hallmarks of any demo-
cratic society.

Govnt taking steps for 
welfare of journalists: Tarar

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: The security forces
killed five khwarij, while two were
apprehended during three separate
operations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Province, the Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said in a
statement on Saturday.

It said three separate operations
were conducted on April 30, and May
1, 2025. An intelligence based opera-
tion was conducted by the security
forces in Bajaur District, on reported
presence of khwarij.

During the conduct of operation,
own troops effectively engaged the
khwarij location and after an intense
fire exchange, three khwarij, includ-
ing HVT Kharji Fareed Ullah, were
sent to hell. 

Another intelligence based opera-
tion (IBO) was conducted in general
area Dossali, North Waziristan
District. In ensuing fire exchange,
two Khwarij were effectively neu-
tralised by the security forces. In third
encounter that took place in
Mohmand District, the security forces
successfully busted a kharji hideout
and apprehended two khwarij, includ-
ing HVT Kharji Lal Ameer
@Ibrahim.

Weapons, ammunition and explo-
sives were also recovered from these
khwarij, who remained actively
involved in numerous terrorist activi-
ties. According to ISPR, sanitization
operations are being conducted to
eliminate any other Kharji found in
the area, as the security forces of
Pakistan are determined to wipe out

the menace of terrorism from the
country.

Two terrorists killed in Lakki
Marwat: Police claimed to have
thwarted the terrorists’ plan to attack
a police post in Shah Tora area and
killed two of them during an
exchange of fire on Saturday. An offi-
cial said that after receiving credible
information about the presence of ter-
rorists in darga forest, the policemen
reached there and besieged them.

He said that a fierce gunfight took
place in the forest leading to the
killing of two terrorists. Police said
that they had seized arms and ammu-
nition from the venue and shifted the
bodies to a local hospital. Separately,
police have repulsed a terrorist attack
on a police post in the Gandi area. A
police official said that an intense
exchange of fire occurred when ter-
rorists launched the midnight attack
on the post with light and heavy
weapons.

“Though the attack was repulsed, a
local resident who had come out of
his house to assist police lost his life
while a policeman and a watchman
were also injured”, he maintained. He
said that the building of the police
post was partially damaged in the
attack. 

President Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday appreciated the
security forces for killing five
Khwarij in North Waziristan and
Bajaur and arresting two others in
Mohmand during three different
operations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

province.
The president and the prime minis-

ter also commended the forces for
killing a highly wanted Khwarji
leader and arresting another one. The
president reiterated the resolve of
continuing actions against Khwarij
and appreciated security forces' oper-
ations for eliminating these elements,
the President Secretariat Press Wing
said in a press release.

He said their determination for the
eradication of terrorism and the
defence of the motherland was res-
olute. The prime minister said that
they would continue foiling the nefar-
ious designs of the enemies of
humanity. He also reaffirmed contin-
uing the fight against terrorism till its
complete elimination from the coun-
try, the PM Office Media Wing said
in a press release.

Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
commended the security forces for
eliminating five terrorists in three
separate operations in Bajaur district
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and for suc-
cessfully apprehending two others.

According to a press release
issued by the Media Cell Bilawal
House, Chairman PPP said that ter-
rorists are enemies of humanity—
they belong to neither any religion
nor any race, adding that the nefari-
ous designs of terrorists will contin-
ue to be crushed in this manner. He
further said that the entire nation
stands united and determined to
eliminate the scourge of terrorism
from the country.

Security forces kill five 
terrorists in KP operations

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday
said that despite India's
provocative actions follow-
ing the Pahalgam incident,
Pakistan's response was
responsible and measured.
He reiterated that Pakistan
had always condemned ter-
rorism in all its forms and
manifestations. 

The prime minister
expressed these views dur-
ing a meeting with
Ambassador of the
Republic of Turkiye Dr.
Irfan Neziroglu who called
on him at the Prime
Minister House. The prime
minister emphasised that
India had failed to share
any evidence and was false-
ly trying to link Pakistan to
the Pahalgam incident, PM
Office Media Wing said in
a press release. 

India had yet to respond
to Pakistan's offer to have a
credible, transparent and
neutral international inves-
tigation to ascertain the
facts behind the Pahalgam
incident, he said, adding
Pakistan would cooperate
fully with such an investi-
gation and would welcome

if Turkiye joined it. The
prime minister also enu-
merated that Pakistan had
rendered great sacrifices in
its counter-terrorism
efforts, including 90,000
casualties and over USD
152 billion in economic
losses over the years. 

He further said that
India's actions would dis-
tract Pakistan from its
counter-terrorism efforts.
During the meeting, the
prime minister conveyed
his warmest wishes and
greetings to President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and fondly recalled his
recent visit to Ankara
where the two leaders had
excellent discussions on
advancing Pakistan-
Turkiye relations across
all spheres. 

He thanked President
Erdogan for his strong
statement of support for
Pakistan during the prevail-
ing situation in South Asia
as well as his call for peace
in the region. The prime
minister noted that
Turkiye's support to
Pakistan was reflective of
the historic, deep-rooted,
and time-tested brotherly
relations between the two
countries and their peoples.

He reaffirmed govern-
ment of Pakistan focus on
economic recovery and
growth for which it
required peace and security
in its neighbourhood. The
Turkish ambassador
informed the prime minis-
ter that Turkiye appreciated
Pakistan's position and
expressed its solidarity with
Pakistan while calling for
de-escalation and urging
restraint in the current crisis
to maintain peace and secu-
rity in South Asia.

Shehbaz congratulates
Australia’s PM Albanese
on re-election: Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif Saturday
warmly congratulated
Australia's Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese on his
re-election In a post on X,
he said, "Warm congratula-
tions to Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese on his
re-election. I wish him con-
tinued success in serving
the people of Australia." 

"I look forward to work-
ing together to further
strengthen Pakistan-
Australia relations and
advance our shared com-
mitment to peace, develop-
ment, and regional cooper-
ation," he added.

Indian provocative actions

Pak’s response
responsible: PM

People stand
with Pakistan

Army: Muqam 
F.P. Report

SHANGLA: Strongly con-
demning India's baseless
accusations against Pakistan,
Engr Amir Muqam, Federal
Minister said on Saturday
that our desire is peace, but if
India imposes war, the entire
nation will stand alongside
the Pakistan Army to defeat
the enemy.

Addressing different bar
associations at Shangla dis-
trict, Federal Minister for
States and Frontier Regions,
Gilgit Baltistan and Kashmir
Affairs said the people of
Kashmir are full of spirit and
have immense love for
Pakistan and the Pakistan
Army. "This spirit is invinci-
ble."

"I salute their spirit and
love for Pakistan." Amir
Muqam said, adding the
entire nation is united, just as
our forefathers played a role
in the freedom of Kashmir.
"Whatever I am today is
because of the love of the
people of Shangla. My life
and wealth are at their serv-
ice." He said the people of
Shangla made sacrifices for
the entire country and brave-
ly faced terrorism, writing
history in the process.

"Now, whenever the
integrity of the country is at
stake, the people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Shangla
will be ready." He said
whenever he get the opportu-
nity, he will play his role in
the development of Shangla.

He administered the oath
to the newly elected body of
the District Bar Association,
Alpuri. The Federal Minister
congratulated the newly
elected members and
expressed his best wishes.
"Shangla Bar has a special
status. It has always raised its
voice for truth and issues,
and I have supported it," he
said. He announced a special
grant for the Bar Association
and expressed his gratitude
for being made an honorary
member of the Bar
Association.

Pakistan 
test-fires

ballistic missile
F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan
on Saturday conducted a
successful training launch
of the Abdali Weapon
System— a surface-to-sur-
face missile with a range of
450 kilometers as part of
Ex INDUS.

According to a statement
by the Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR), the
launch was aimed at ensur-
ing the operational readi-
ness of troops and validat-
ing key technical parame-
ters, including the missile’s
advanced navigation sys-
tem and enhanced manoeu-
vrability features.

The training launch was
witnessed by the
Commander Army
Strategic Forces
Command, senior officials
from the Strategic Plans
Division, Army Strategic
Forces Command, as well
as scientists and engineers
from Pakistan’s strategic
organizations.

The President, Prime
Minister of Pakistan,
Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee, and
Services Chiefs extended
their congratulations to the
participating troops, scien-
tists, and engineers. They
expressed complete confi-
dence in the operational
preparedness and technical
proficiency of Pakistan’s
Strategic Forces to ensure
credible minimum deter-
rence and safeguard nation-
al security against any
aggression.

Dar, Swiss
FM discuss

situation
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister, Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar Saturday
held a telephone conversa-
tion with the Swiss Federal
Councillor and Foreign
Minister, Ignazio Cassis
and briefed him on the
evolving regional security
situation.

DPM expressed grave
concern over India’s recent
provocative actions,
including baseless allega-
tions, inflammatory propa-
ganda, and its unilateral
decision to hold the Indus
Waters Treaty in abeyance
– an outright violation of
international legal obliga-
tions. He reiterated
Pakistan’s call for an inde-
pendent & transparent
international investigation
to establish the facts. He
underscored Pakistan’s
commitment to exercising
restraint in the interest of
regional peace and security,
while reserving the right to
protect its sovereignty and
national interests.

FM appreciated Pakis-
tan’s commitment to peace,
and endorsed its proposal
for an investigation. He
expressed Switzerland’s
readiness to offer its good
offices and explore appro-
priate mechanisms to facil-
itate an impartial investiga-
tion. The two leaders
agreed to remain in close
contact on the evolving sit-
uation.

Asif warns
India

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
slammed India on
Saturday for its attempts
to breach the Indus Water
Agreement, saying its
actions have been exposed
globally and failed to gar-
ner the expected narrative
support.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif warned
India of severe conse-
quences if it continues to
violate the Indus Water
Agreement, emphasizing
that any further aggres-
sion on water resources
will be met with resolute
action.

He emphasized that
Pakistan remains commit-
ted to the agreement but
will not hesitate to take all
necessary measures to
protect its rights and inter-
ests. Khawaja Asif stated
that if India continues to
violate the Indus Water
Agreement, Pakistan will
take the matter to legal
forums to protect its
rights.

Social media account of
Atta also blocked in India

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: After blocking the social media
accounts of Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
and Director General Inter Services Public Relations (
ISPR) in India, now social media account of Federal
Minister for Information and Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar has also been blocked. Attaullah Tarar had
exposed India's state repression, human rights violations
and efforts to suppress the voice of the Kashmiri people
on the international media. In retaliation, India blocked
his official social media account.
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LAHORE (APP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif for-
mally launched the ‘Apni Zameen,
Apna Ghar’ programme by pressing
its e-portal button, here on Saturday.

Addressing the inaugural ceremony,
she said that people could apply for
free plots on the e-portal: azag.pun-
jab.gov.pk. 300 new homes are being
built every day across Punjab, she said.

CM Maryam announced that in the
first phase, 2,000 plots would be dis-
tributed across 23 housing schemes in
19 districts, including Jhelum,
Pattoki, Mamun Kanjan, Lodhran,
and Renala Khurd. Successful appli-
cants will not only receive free 3-
marla plots but also be eligible for
loans to construct their homes.

Reflecting on the success of the
‘Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar’ program,
the Chief Minister stated that nearly

34,000 houses are under construc-
tion within just six months, with
2,000 already completed. “These
aren’t just houses — they are
prayers,” she remarked, acknowl-
edging the social and emotional
impact of the housing initiatives.

She added that ‘Apni Chhat,
Apna Ghar’ is particularly close to
her heart and aligns with the vision
of Quaid Muhammad Nawaz Sharif.
“It brings him great joy to hear
about homes being completed for
the underprivileged,” she shared.

The CM emphasized that the pro-
gram offers an easy application
process, a three-month grace period
for construction, and loan repayment
in installments. She expressed con-
cern that many families in Punjab still
lack access to land and reiterated that
initially 2,000 applicants will be

given free plots, with more to follow.
CM Maryam Nawaz highlighted

that no previous government had
built 34,000 homes even over an
entire term. “A sense of security
comes with having a home,” she said.
“But for a common person, owning
one remains a distant dream — some-
thing we are determined to change.”
Under ‘Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar’,
existing plot holders from 1 to 10
marla can also apply for construction
loans to build their homes.

Earlier, Provincial Minister for
Housing Bilal Yasin briefed the audi-
ence on the program’s financial scope,
noting that Rs 36 billion in loans is
being allocated to construct homes for
33,500 beneficiaries. He thanked
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
for her leadership and unwavering
dedication to the people of Punjab.

KARACHI (PPI): The
Nizam-e-Mustafa Party
has announced its support
for a peaceful million
march for Palestine,
declaring it a crucial
necessity of the time. 

The party’s chairman,
Dr. Haji Muhammad Hanif
Tayyab, along with other
leaders, has appealed to
the public to participate in
the march from Noorani
Chowrangi to Tibet Center.

The chairman of Nizam-
e-Mustafa Party, Dr. Haji
Muhammad Hanif Tayyab,
President Mian Khalid
Habib Illahi Advocate, and
General Secretary

Professor Abdul Jabbar
Qureshi, along with other
party leaders, have sup-
ported this march. They
stated that Muslim rulers
have not shown practical
unity on the Gaza issue.

The leaders criticized
the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), saying
it has confined itself to
condemnatory resolutions
while maintaining silence
on the largest massacre in
Gaza's history.

The leaders also men-
tioned that anti-Islam
forces are united, while
the rulers of Muslim coun-
tries are divided. They

noted that the Israeli-
American alliance contin-
ues atrocities in Palestine,
and the India-Israel nexus
is pushing Pakistan
towards war.

The leaders stated that
the peaceful million march
is being organized to
awaken the conscience of
Muslim rulers and unite
Muslims. The public is
urged to participate in the
march today, Sunday, 4th
May, after the Zuhr
prayers, from Noorani
Chowrangi to Tibet Center,
to demonstrate national
solidarity and love for the
Palestinian people.

KARACHI (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim
Kundi, on Saturday empha-
sized the importance of
compassion, solidarity, and
collective efforts in address-
ing the pressing challenges
of the modern world, saying
that serving humanity is the
highest purpose. 

He made these remarks
while addressing the Rotary
International District
Conference 2025 at Karachi.
“Rotary International is not
just an organization, but a
global spirit dedicated to
service, humanity, and the
promotion of peace,” said
Governor Kundi.

The conference brought
together a host of prominent
personalities, including
Senate Chairman Syed

Yousaf Raza Gillani,
Governor Sindh Kamran
Tessori, MNA Dr. Farooq
Sattar, Planning and
Development Committee
Chairman Syed Abdul Qadir
Gillani, Rotary Club offi-
cials and members, as well
as experts and figures from
various sectors of society.

In his address, Governor
Kundi praised the Rotary
Club’s exemplary services
at both local and interna-
tional levels and stressed the
need to instill the spirit of
service in the younger gen-
eration. “Introducing youth
to the mission of humanitar-
ian service is essential so
that they can dedicate their
lives to the well-being of
others,” he added.

Highlighting the multi-
faceted issues faced by

Pakistan, particularly in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, such
as climate change, social
inequality, and fundamental
human rights, the Governor
emphasized that these chal-
lenges can only be tackled
through collective aware-
ness, sustained efforts, and
mutual cooperation.

He urged the public to
make service their identity
and work towards creating
a fairer, more peaceful
world. Governor Kundi
also acknowledged the per-
sistent threat of polio in
Pakistan and especially in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
lauding Rotary’s relentless
efforts in healthcare, peace,
and community service. 

He reaffirmed his full
support to Rotary Club ini-
tiatives in these areas.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique has said
that the provincial govern-
ment is taking concrete
steps to ensure the provi-
sion of safe and quality
treatment in hospitals
across the province. 

He made these remarks
on Saturday while address-
ing the second Surgical
Conference at Akhtar Saeed
Medical and Dental
College in Bahria Town as
the chief guest.

The minister congratu-
lated the college adminis-
tration for organizing the
event on such a critical
topic, emphasizing that
the Punjab government,
under the leadership of

Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, is commit-
ted to overhauling the
health sector.

“The improvement of
healthcare services is the
top priority of the Chief
Minister,” he said. He high-
lighted key government ini-
tiatives such as the Chief
Minister’s Children’s Heart
Surgery Program, Dialysis
Program, and Special
Initiative for Transplant
Program, describing them
as flagship projects.

Khawaja Salman
Rafique also revealed that
Asia’s largest Nawaz
Sharif Institute of Cancer
Treatment and Research is
under construction in
Lahore, alongside state-of-

the-art cardiology insti-
tutes being developed in
Lahore and Sargodha. He
added that efforts are
being made to address the
shortage of doctors and
nurses in public hospitals.

The event was attended
by notable medical pro-
fessionals including Dean
PKLI Professor Faisal
Saud Dar, Principal Prof.
Nadeem Hafeez Butt,
Prof. Farooq Saeed Khan,
Prof. Fariha Farooq, Dr.
Sabir Ayaz Malik, Prof.
Muhammad Saleem, Dr.
Umair Farooq, Prof.
Atiqa, Prof. Javed Raza
Gardezi, and Prof.
Majeed Chaudhry, among
many others from the
medical fraternity.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD : On the eve
of the World Press Freedom
Day today the President
Human Rights Cell of the
PPP ex Senator Farhatullah
Babar has issued the fol-
lowing statement: 

“It is a grim thought that
on the world press freedom
day today Pakistan,
according to the ‘Reporters
Without Borders’ has
earned the dubious distinc-
tions of joining the ranks
of those 42 countries
where either there is no
press freedom at all or if
there is some semblance of
it the profession of journal-
ism has become "most
dangerous" occupation. 

“It is no less an agoniz-
ing thought that according
to the same report Pakistan
touched a new low of rank-
ing 158 in terms of freedom
of press in the comity of
nations and is bracketed

with Afghanistan and some
other countries facing a
“very serious situation” in
respect of freedom of press. 

The dubious distinctions
places Pakistan almost at
par with Palestine, at serial
163 on the scorecard,
where Israeli forces killed
nearly two hundred journal-
ists during the last 18
months, 42 of them during
the performance of their
journalistic duties.

Farhatullah Babar said
that the year 2025 started
on a most inauspicious
note for journalists as it
began with changes to the
PECA law that has
exposed journalists
reporting online to intim-
idation, harassment and
subjected to grave abuse
of judicial processes by
the FIA with impunity
and without accountabili-
ty, as never before.

Farhatullah Babar called
upon the political parties

and members of Parliament
to ensure implementation
of section 53 of the PECA
Act and compel the FIA to
place six monthly reports
before Parliament detailing
the actions taken by it
under the PECA. 

The failure of the
Parliament to do so has
emboldened the FIA to
get away with torturing
and humiliating journal-
ists with total impunity.
This situation cannot and
must not be allowed to
persist, he said.

The PPP Human Rights
Cell also expresses deep
concern over the weaken-
ing of the economic
model of media under-
mining press freedoms. It
also strongly condemns
the blatant advertising
restrictions on some
media outlets by the gov-
ernment who refuse to
peddle the ‘official truth
and official narrative’.

Chinese 
delegation 
visits PU’s history
department
LAHORE (APP): A delega-
tion from China visited the
Department of History and
Pakistan Studies at Punjab
University, here on Saturday.
Dean of the Faculty of Arts
and Humanities, Prof. Dr.
Mahboob Hussain, warmly
welcomed the guests and
provided a detailed overview
of the department’s academ-
ic programs, research initia-
tives, and faculty, said a
spokesperson.

The visit featured dis-
cussions focused on aca-
demic collaboration, cul-
tural exchange, and explor-
ing future partnerships
between Punjab University
and Chinese institutions.
Dr. Mahboob Hussain
noted that the visit repre-
sents a positive step toward
strengthening mutual
understanding and coopera-
tion in the fields of history
and regional studies. He
expressed hope for long-
term academic ties and
meaningful shared learning
experiences in the future.

Turkish
Consulate marks

National
Sovereignty Day
KARACHI (APP): The
Consulate of Republic of
Turkiye in Karachi, in col-
laboration with Pak Turk
Maarif Schools, organized
23rd National Sovereignty
and Children's day and the
105th anniversary of open-
ing of the Turkish Grand
National Assembly here on
Saturday. Both the events
were celebrated with great
joy and pride.

Consul General of the
Republic of Turkiye Cemal
Sangu was the chief guest
of the events. The first
event was held in coopera-
tion with the Department of
Sports and Youth of Sindh
and the Karachi Police
Club - CPK, where 105
saplings were planted by
the students of Pak-Turk
Maarif Schools and at the
same time, the Earth Day
was observed as well.

On the Occasion The
Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Sports and
Youth of Sindh, Director
Generals, officials of
Karachi Police, teachers and
students participated in this
event. Cemal Sangu said the
second event was organized
in cooperation with Lucky
One Mall, the largest shop-
ping mall in Karachi.

Approximately 1500 stu-
dents from Pak-Turk Maarif
Schools and Colleges' in
Karachi and in Hyderabad
campuses, teachers, parents
and hundreds of mall visi-
tors attended and watched
the event, which included
music, folk dances, theater,
marbling and calligraphy
workshops, traditional
games such as three stones,
mangala, tug of war, dodge-
ball, wrestling, handker-
chief snatching, painting,
poetry reading and costume
competitions, exhibitions of
photographs, handicrafts
and archery equipment from
different regions of Turkey.

Alhamra 
showcases 
handcrafted
flower installation
LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Arts Council
(Alhamra), in collabora-
tion with Roses of
Humanity, inaugurated
an art exhibition at
Ustad Allah Bux Gallery,
here on Saturday. The
exhibition features an
installation of 15,000
handcrafted flowers.

KARACHI: Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman addressing a press conferences. ––INP Photo

CM orders
restoration of
smooth traffic

operation
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has expressed
serious concern over the
heavy traffic congestion in
the port area following the
reopening of Baber Loi
Road after an 11-day clo-
sure.

The CM said this road
blockage had halted cargo
movements from upcoun-
try, and upon resumption,
the simultaneous influx of
inbound and outbound traf-
fic resulted in significant
gridlock. He emphasised
that recurring traffic con-
gestion, especially during
the berthing of multiple
ships at China Port (SAPT)
or after public disruptions,
leads to substantial eco-
nomic losses and inconven-
ience.

Mr. Shah has directed the
traffic police to address the
current crisis and implement
measures to prevent future
occurrences.

Farhatullah Babar slams
decline in Press Freedom

CM launches ‘Apni Zameen,
Apna Ghar’ programme

Announcement of a peaceful
Million March for Gaza

Governor Kundi calls for
unity to tackle climate change

Minister vows to ensure safe
patient care in hospitals

LAHORE: Minister for Planning and Development, Ahsan Iqbal speaking
at the 10th UMT Budget Summit. ––APP Photo



PESHAWAR (APP): The
two-day training workshop
arranged by the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Culture and
Tourism Authority (KPCTA)
for stakeholders in the hospi-
tality and tourism sector
concluded at University of
Swat on Saturday.

Prof Dr Hassan Sher,
Vice Chancellor University
of Swat, was the chief guest
at the closing ceremony.
Besides KPCTA Director
Admin and Finance Umar
Arshad Khan, Deputy
Controller Muhammad
Tanvir, Manager Regulation
Zeeshan Majeed, Deputy
Manager (Hotels and
Restaurants) Shahid Raza,,
the workshop was also
attended by students, jour-
nalists, vloggers, students,
hotel and restaurant repre-
sentatives and members of
journalist community.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, VC Dr Hassan Sher
said that the university had
a dedicated Hospitality and
Tourism Department where
students received academic
and practical training in the
tourism field.

He expressed the desire
to jointly celebrate World
Tourism Day with the
KPCTA this year and anno-
unced that a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
would also be signed to
facilitate collaboration on

future programs.
Director Admin &

Finance Umar Arshad said
that in this era of informa-
tion technology, it was cru-
cial for all stakeholders and
youth involved in the
tourism industry to receive

training in Management
Information Systems
(MIS), digital marketing,
and artificial intelligence.

Later, VC Dr Hassan Sher
and Director Umar Arshad
distributed certificates
among the participants.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Governor Khyber Pakht-
unkhwa, Faisal Karim
Kundi, on Saturday paid
rich tribute to the journal-
ists and media profession-
als who continue to uphold
the values of truth, account-
ability, and democratic
integrity often at great per-
sonal cost.

In his official message,
on the occasion of ‘World
Press Freedom Day,’ the
Governor Kundi described
press freedom as one of the
foundational pillars of a
democratic society. 

“A free press is not a
luxury it is a necessity. It is
the lifeblood of any func-
tioning democracy, provid-
ing citizens with the infor-
mation they need to make
informed decisions and
hold those in power
accountable,” he said.

The Governor acknowl-
edged that the journalists of
Pakistan, and particularly
those from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, have operat-
ed in some of the most dif-
ficult and dangerous envi-
ronments in the world. 

“Despite threats, intimi-
dation, and even loss of
life, our journalists have
shown extraordinary brav-
ery and resilience,” he said.
“They have reported from

the frontlines of conflict,
exposed injustice, ampli-
fied marginalized voices,
and remained steadfast in
their duty to the truth.”

He said that Journalists
are the guardians of democ-
racy, ensuring that power
remains accountable and
the public stays informed. A
free and independent press
is essential for the health
and strength of any demo-
cratic society, he added.

Governor Kundi expr-
essed concern over the grow-
ing challenges to press free-
dom, both globally and
domestically. He pointed to
issues such as censorship,
harassment, digital surveil-
lance, and the spread of mis-
information as emerging
threats to credible journalism. 

“We are living in an age
where truth itself is under
attack. This makes the role
of a free, independent, and
ethical press more critical
than ever,” he remarked.

He further emphasized
that the safety and freedom
of journalists must be a
national priority. 

“We cannot allow fear or
coercion to dictate the press
narrative. A society that sti-
fles its journalists stifles its
future,” he said. “govern-
ment is committed to fos-
tering an environment

where journalists can work
without fear and with full
constitutional protection.”

However, Governor
Kundi also highlighted that
with great freedom comes
great responsibility. He
urged the media to uphold
the highest standards of
professionalism, objectivi-
ty, and integrity. 

“Press freedom must go
hand-in-hand with ethical
journalism. In a time of
polarized discourse, the
media must act as a bridge,
not a barrier uniting, not
dividing,” he added.

In his concluding
remarks, the Governor paid

homage to journalists who
have laid down their lives
in the line of duty. 

“Their sacrifice is a
solemn reminder of the
price some have paid for
the truth. We owe it to them
to safeguard the values they
stood for,” he said.

“As we observe World
Press Freedom Day, let us
renew our collective com-
mitment to protect and pro-
mote the freedom of the
press. It is through a strong,
independent media that we
can truly build a more
informed, just, and demo-
cratic Pakistan,” the
Governor concluded.
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PESHAWAR (APP): Pro-
vincial Secretary Informa-
tion of Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) and Member of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly, Malik Adeel
Iqbal, was presented with a
commemorative shield by
the founder and CEO of
Metrix Pakistan, Hassan
Nisar, in recognition of his
support for youth-led
development initiatives
across the province.

The shield was handed
over by Minister for Higher
Education, Meena Khan,
during a brief meeting held
at the University of Haripur.
Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Shafiqur Rehman and
Registrar Riaz Muhammad
were also present.

Metrix Pakistan, a youth-
driven non-profit orga-
nisation, has gained promi-
nence for its efforts to emp-
ower young people in rural
and underserved areas thr-
ough education, digital lit-
eracy, and entrepreneurship. 

The organisation has
been conducting youth su-
mmits, training programm-
es, and outreach initiatives
aimed at equipping students
and aspiring professionals
with practical skills and
access to technology.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr Iqbal lauded the
contributions of Metrix
Pakistan and said that such
platforms were vital for
guiding the province’s
youth towards a productive

and self-reliant future. 
“This initiative is

enabling talented individu-
als to pursue education and
innovation, which ultimate-
ly contributes to provincial
and national development,”
he said.

He emphasised the need
for greater support from
both government and aca-
demic institutions to pro-
mote youth engagement
and skill-building. “Empo-
wering youth with modern
tools and direction is not
just necessary, it is critical
to ensuring stability and
progress,” he added.

Prof Dr Shafiqur
Rehman described the col-
laboration between the uni-
versity and organisations

like Metrix Pakistan as
essential for bridging the
gap between academia and
real-world application.
Registrar Riaz Muhammad
echoed this sentiment, not-
ing that coordinated efforts
were key to addressing the
challenges faced by stu-
dents in remote regions.

Founder Hassan Nisar
thanked the university
administration and Mr
Iqbal for their encourage-
ment, and expressed hope
for sustained public and
institutional backing. “With
continued support, we aim
to expand our reach and
ensure that more youth
across the province have
access to opportunity and
growth,” he said.

Asif Ali Yousafzai

F
rom a journalist’s perspective based
in the UAE, South Asia today stands
at a dangerous crossroads. On one

side lies the hope for peace, development,
and regional harmony. On the other, prop-
aganda, hostility, and manufactured crises
continue to push the region toward insta-
bility. As a witness to these shifts, I offer
this analysis with the intent to provoke
truth and inspire unity.

India’s narrative: Blame without
evidence

Following the Pahalgam incident, India
quickly blamed Pakistan without credible
evidence-a recurring strategy, just as seen
after the Pulwama attack in 2019. These
reactions often come at times of domestic
political tension in India, where external
threats are exaggerated to gain nationalis-
tic support.

Role of Indian media: Fueling hostility
Instead of reporting with balance,

Indian mainstream media has often
become a mouthpiece of state narratives.
The aggressive tone, selective facts, and
anti-Pakistan rhetoric have deepened mis-
trust and eroded journalistic integrity. In
this echo chamber, truth has become the
first casualty.

India’s poor: Victims of propaganda
While billions are spent on militariza-

tion and anti-Pakistan campaigns, over 230
million Indians still live below the poverty
line. Issues like unemployment, inflation,
and lack of health infrastructure are side-
lined in favor of emotional nationalism.
This has created a divide between political
spectacle and the people’s real needs.

Pakistan’s position: Seeking peace,
ensuring security

Pakistan, despite provocations, contin-
ues to call for peace and stability. However,
it remains firm that any aggression will be
answered with strength and dignity. The
national focus remains on internal develop-
ment, regional cooperation, and resisting
tactics that aim to derail progress.

Economic impact on South Asia
Rising tensions between the two

nuclear powers directly affect regional
trade, tourism, and international invest-
ments. South Asia cannot afford another
conflict. Tensions scare away investors,
break supply chains, and shrink the eco-
nomic future of over 1.8 billion people.

Gulf region and global role
Gulf states, with strong diplomatic ties

to both India and Pakistan, must play a
proactive role in encouraging dialogue.
The international community also has a
duty to hold warmongers accountable and
support regional de-escalation through
transparency and responsible diplomacy.

A call to journalists and leaders
Media must rise above state control and

serve the truth. Political leaders must pri-
oritize their people’s needs over headlines.
And the people of South Asia deserve
more than fear-they deserve food, educa-
tion, health, and hope.

Conclusion
Peace is not a luxury-it is a necessity.

Propaganda may be loud, but it is truth that
ultimately shapes history. Let this be a
moment when South Asia turns the page
from rivalry to reason, and from hatred to
humanity.

asifyousafzai737@gmail.com

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The second
season of the Peshawar
Literary Festival began
with a lively opening cere-
mony on Saturday at
Nishtar Hall, bringing
together writers, intellectu-
als, journalists, artists, and
literature lovers from
across the province.

This two-day event,
themed “Literature, State,
and Politics,” aims to
explore the role of litera-
ture in shaping political
thought and addressing
social issues in today’s
world.

The opening ceremony
was attended by Secretary
of the Youth Affairs
Department Zia-ul-Ha,
Director General Sports
Tashfeen Haider, former
Senator Farhatullah Babar
Educationist Nasir Jamal
Khattak, well-known jour-
nalists and writers, as well
as a large number of stu-
dents from schools, col-
leges, and universities.

Abdur Rahman chief
organizer of the festival In
his welcome address
thanked all those involved
in making the event possi-
ble. He said there is hard
work of whole team behind

all this. This festival was
driven by passion rather
than profession. He
thanked the Directorate of
Youth Affairs and The
Bank of Khyber for spon-
soring the event.

Zia-ul-Haq Secretary of
the Youth Affairs Depar-
tment has praised this ini-
tiative saying such events
are an excellent effort to
bring youth together and
engage them in meaningful
dialogue. Events like this
add great value to our soci-
ety. Youth engagement is
especially important, as a
significant portion of our
population consists of

young people. They are the
ones who will shape and
lead the future of this
country. Nations that
invest in their youth and
human capital are the ones
that truly prosper. I urge
young people to take own-
ership of their future and
become responsible, pro-
ductive citizens. 

The ceremony conclud-
ed with captivating per-
formances, including a
musical presentation by the
Orchestra Band and a
graceful Kathak dance by
Asfandyar Khattak, which
left the audience thorough-
ly impressed.

PESHAWAR: Advisor to Chief Minister on Information Barrister Dr. Saif meeting with Minister of
Political Section and Acting Deputy Head of Mission Zach Harkenrider at US Embassy.

KP repatriates
1,296 more

Afghan
nationals

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa con-
tinued repatriation of
Afghan refugees, sending
1,296 undocumented indi-
viduals to Afghanistan. 

According to a Saturday
statement from the provin-
cial home department, 33
more undocumented Afgh-
ans were repatriated via the
Angoor Adda border.

In addition to 1,296
Afghanis who crossed at
Torkham. Since September
2023, a total of 530,286
people have been sent back
to Afghanistan from the
province, including 32,503
Afghan Citizen Card hold-
ers and 19,228 undocu-
mented individuals through
Torkham.

KP to 
introduce

eco-friendly
tourism

PESHAWAR (APP): Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment is set to boost eco-
friendly tourism in Ayubia
National Park with introdu-
ction of glaming projects.

According to a state-
ment released Saturday by
Latiur Rehman, Assistant
Director, Department of
Climate Change, Forests,
Environment and Wildlife,
the initiative will feature
innovative ecotourism and
“glamping” (glamorous
camping) accommoda-
tions. 

The aim is to foster envi-
ronmental education and
sustainable tourism, offer-
ing tourists immersive
nature experiences while
promoting biodiversity
conservation and responsi-
ble exploration.

This move signifies a
significant step towards a
greener Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, emphasiz-
ing both conservation
and community involve-
ment.

PESHAWAR: Peoples covered their head with piece of cloth to protect from
sun heat.

PESHAWAR: Activists of Khyber Union of Journalists hold protest on
occasion of World Press Freedom Day.

World Press Freedom Day:

Governor saluting
torchbearers of truth

PESHAWAR (APP): A
recent study examining
Pakistan’s COVID-19
response, underscores trust
in vaccines as the corner-
stone of an effective immu-
nization strategy. The find-
ings emphasize the need to
prioritize public confidence
in both vaccines and the
healthcare delivery system
to ensure successful vacci-
nation campaigns.

By documenting critical
lessons from the pandemic,
the study reinforces that
building trust is essential
for improving vaccine upt-
ake and strengthening futu-
re health crisis responses.

“The Typhoid Conjugate
Vaccine (TCV) rollout
serves as a prime example
of how trust, built through
an effective communication

and reliable service deliv-
ery, achieved vaccine acce-
ptance,” reads the study
carried out by Jhpiego, a
global health organization,
with the support of GAVI,
the Vaccines Alliance and
Federal Directorate of
Immunization (FDI).

The study was conduct-
ed under the project “Pak-
istan’s COVID-19 Pande-
mic Response, Best Pract-
ices and Learnings” aimed
at consolidating best prac-
tices and lessons learned
from COVID-19 pandemic
response to support the
government in strengthen-
ing routine immunization.

“Building trust in vac-
cines requires a strong and
reliable healthcare system
that ensures transparency,
accessibility, and accounta-

bility. When people trust
the institutions responsible
for immunization, they are
more likely to accept vac-
cines without hesitation,”
study noted.

The study found that bot-
tom-up approaches, alth-
ough prescribed in the public
health literature, are not
actually practiced in real life.
Some of the policy decisions
without consultation from
the grassroots can turn into
pitfalls, it continued. 

The study also men-
tioned building trust for
making introduction of a
new vaccine, Human
Papillomavirus, in Pakistan
successful for prevention of
cervical cancer. 

The dissemination of
study was organized by
Jhpiego at an event with Dr.

Shabana Saleem, DG Fede-
ral Directorate of Immu-
nization as chief guest. 

Representatives from
World Health Organi-
zation-Pakistan, UNICEF
Pakistan, Gates Founda-
tion, Pakistan Polio Eradi-
cation Initiative, Pakistan
Polio Eradication Initiative
and other stakeholders also
attended the event.

Sharing finding of the
study, Project Lead, Dr.
Fahad Abbasi informed
participants that the
COVID-19 pandemic was a
defining moment for global
public health, testing the
resilience of healthcare sys-
tems worldwide. 

In Pakistan, he contin-
ued, the crisis brought
immense challenges but
also provided an opportuni-

ty to strengthen immuniza-
tion efforts, introduce inno-
vative solutions, and enha-
nce collaboration between
government and partners.

The report, Pakistan’s
COVID-19 Pandemic
Response: Best Practices
and Learnings, is the result
of a comprehensive learn-
ing activity conducted
under the CDS-III initia-
tive. It captures key
insights through a qualita-
tive exploratory study as
well as provincial co-cre-
ation workshop from
diverse stakeholders.

The findings of the study
presented here are based on
extensive desk reviews, key
informant interviews, and
focus group discussions
conducted at both federal
and provincial level, Dr.

Fahad added.
The study also made a

recommendation of adopt-
ing same approach exhibit-
ed at national level for
COVID-19 immunization
to make the routine indica-
tors for immunization suc-
cessful, including those for
eradication of poliomyelitis
from the country. The
study’s suggestions includ-
ed Political ownership and
commitment to health at all
levels for a successful
response to emergencies.

Continued investment in
immunization infrastruc-
ture is essential and ought
to continue for sustaining
the gains achieved during
COVID-19. Strengthening
intersectoral collaboration
between government, pri-
vate sector, and community

organizations to ensure bet-
ter preparedness for future
health emergencies and
improve overall vaccina-
tion coverage.

Health system to inte-
grate outbreak response
within routine immuniza-
tion (RI) systems by build-
ing on existing RI infra-
structure, personnel, and
planning mechanisms.

Governments to avoid
coercive vaccine policies
and instead focus on
informed consent and vol-
untary participation to fos-
ter a rights-based approach
to immunization.

In her address, Dr.
Shabana Saleem highlight-
ed that the project’s find-
ings will play a pivotal role
in guiding future health
policy, enhancing system

preparedness, and ensuring
that no child is left behind
in immunization efforts
across Pakistan. 

Dr. Aminah Khan,
Country Director, Jhpiego
Pakistan apprised partici-
pants about working of her
organization in immuniza-
tion sector and completion
of different projects of pub-
lic health in the country. 

She said Jhpiego’s team
has worked hard on this
study to document key les-
sons from Pakistan’s
COVID-19 response and
these learnings are valuable
as they will guide national
and provincial policies to
improve immunization pro-
grams, strengthen our
healthcare system and pre-
pare for any future health
emergency.

Kundi hails successful 
test of Abdali Missile

PESHAWAR (APP): Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Faisal Karim Kundi, on Saturday congratulated the
nation, armed forces, scientists, and engineers on the suc-
cessful test of Pakistan’s Abdali Missile, which has a
range of 450 kilometers.

Calling it a “remarkable addition to national defense,”
Governor Kundi said the successful launch demonstrates
the operational readiness and technical proficiency of
Pakistan’s Strategic Forces. He emphasized that this
achievement strengthens Pakistan’s defensive capabili-
ties and sends a clear message to adversaries. 

“Let no enemy be mistaken Pakistan’s defense is in
strong hands,” he said.

Issuing a stern warning to India, the Governor added,
“If India tries to impose war, Pakistan will respond with
full strength and deliver a decisive response.”

Study on COVID-19 response highlights ‘Trust in Vaccines’
as cornerstone to effective immunization strategy

South Asia’s test: Truth in
the flames of propaganda

Peshawar Literary Festival
kicks off with vibrant opening

MPA backs youth empowerment
efforts by Metrix Pakistan

Training workshop concluded
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Uplift project
reviewed
F.P. Report 

KOHAT: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Minister for
Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Aftab Alam
Advocate has said that
several projects like
BRT and dualization of
KDA Sheikhan to Dam
Road are under consid-
eration to provide better
travel facilities to the
people of Kohat. He
added, after the educa-
tion and health, com-
munication sector is his
priority. This he said
while jointly reviewing
the dualization of KDA
Sheikhan to Dam Road
along-with the
Chairman DDAC
Kohat Shafi Jan MPA,
Daud Shah Afridi MPA
and Deputy
Commissioner Kohat
Abdul Akram Chitrali.
During the visit, the
authorities concerned
briefed in detail the
elected leadership of
Kohat about the pro-
posed dualization proj-
ect. The Law Minister
said, several important
projects including the
proposed project of
dualization of the said
road are under consider-
ation in consultation
with the MNA Shehryar
Afridi, and a compre-
hensive development
strategy for this effect is
in the offing. Aftab
Alam while terming the
said project as crucial
for improving public
convenience and
smooth flow of traffic,
directed the quarters
concerned to implement
it at the earliest. He
declared that there can
be no compromise on
people welfare projects
adding that no negli-
gence or linency will be
tolerated in this regard.

Residents
hold protest

F.P. Report

SHAHDADKOT: In
Warh city of Qambar
Shahdadkot district,
there are 3 circles and
42 Dehs in the Revenue
Department, due to the
lack of tappers in 12
tapaas offices including
Tapo Gaji Khuhawar,
Tapo Hamal, Tapo Jogi,
Tapo Lalu Rainak, Tapo
Waggan and others vil-
lages the residents
protested against the
lack of tappers in the
offices. According to
the information
received in this regard,
the residents of Gaji
Khuhawar of Warh talu-
ka demanded from the
higher authorities
against such action of
the Mukhtiar Kar
Warah that the Revenue
Department is corrupt-
ing the clerks by open-
ing the market for
bribes, while no legiti-
mate work of the resi-
dents is possible with-
out bribes. While in 42
Dehs of Warh taluka,
the residents are being
harassed in various
ways including seal cer-
tificate, removal of land
ownership, changing
the record of deceased
quota, TO form, agri-
cultural passbook,
keeping property and
plot entries. The rev-
enue office clerks are
stealing with both
hands. If this method
continues in the revenue
office, very important
steps will be taken.

Encroachment
to be vanish

F.P. Report

ATTOCK: Additional
Deputy Commissioner
General (ADCG)
Attock, Anil Saeed, has
said that all possible
measures will be taken
to eliminate encroach-
ments from the city. He
further stated that all
available resources will
be utilized to promote
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
friendly initiatives. He
expressed these views
during his visit to
Attock city, accompa-
nied by relevant offi-
cials. As part of the
a n t i - e n c r o a c h m e n t
campaign, he ordered
the sealing of two
shops and issued warn-
ings to other shopkeep-
ers. The ADCG in-
structed all shopkeep-
ers to stop using poly-
thene bags in accor-
dance with the direc-
tives of the Gove-
rnment of Punjab.
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TOBA TEK SINGH: Punjab
Food Authority has intensi-
fied its efforts across the
province to ensure the supply
of safe, high-quality and
adulteration-free food.
Under the supervision of
Director General Punjab
Food Authority and Deputy
Commissioner Toba Tek
Singh, Muhammad Naeem
Sindhu, coordinated and
effective actions are under-
way throughout the district. 

During April 2025, teams
of the Punjab Food
Authority, led by Deputy
Director Operations Yasir
Mushtaq, conducted 3,333
inspections across the dis-
trict. As a result, 1,355
improvement notices were
issued and fines amounting
to Rs. 4.18 million were
imposed for 355 violations.
Additionally, 25 food sam-
ples were collected for labo-
ratory analysis, and 5 FIRs
were registered against those
found selling substandard
food items.

The Authority also issued
14 Emergency Prohibition
Orders and received 88 e-
license applications during
the period. In the course of
operations, 1,213 kilograms
of substandard meat, 5,868
liters of adulterated milk, 22
kilograms of spices, and
18.776 kilograms of prohib-
ited and expired food items

were discarded.
Furthermore, 925 liters of
unidentified chemicals and
112 liters of low-quality
cooking oil were confiscat-
ed. 

Fake bottled products,
mislabeled items, and illegal
packaging materials were
also seized. Deputy Director
Operations Yasir Mushtaq
stated that ensuring food
quality remains a top priority
and that the Authority is
strictly implementing a zero-
tolerance policy against sub-
standard food. He empha-
sized that the Food Authority
teams are conducting daily
inspections and responding
promptly to public com-
plaints.He appealed to the
citizens to report any
instances of food adulter-
ation or low-quality products
by contacting the Punjab
Food Authority helpline at
1223 for immediate action.

Revenue Khuli
Katcheris held: The second
day of Revenue Public
Service Open Courts con-
cluded successfully across
the district, focusing on swift
relief and prompt justice for
citizens.Under the supervi-
sion of Deputy
Commissioner Muhammad
Naeem Sindhu, Revenue
Khuli Kacheris were held in
all tehsils of Toba Tek Singh.

Assistant Commissioners
remained present on-site to
listen to citizens’ complaints

related to revenue matters
and ensured immediate reso-
lution.The open courts were
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(Revenue), Assistant
Commissioners, Tehsildars,
Naib Tehsildars, Girdawars
and Patwaris, who provided
citizens with services related
to revenue records, issuance
of fard, mutations, correc-
tions, registries, income cer-
tificates, domicile, and other
key issues.

DC Muhammad Naeem
Sindhu stated that the objec-
tive of these revenue courts
is the swift and transparent
resolution of public issues.
He stressed that all applica-
tions would be acted upon
the same day, and no delays
or bureaucratic tactics
would be tolerated.He fur-
ther emphasized that the
continuity of these open
courts is a practical reflec-
tion of the Chief Minister’s
vision of public service and
trust-building, where relief
is provided to citizens under
one roof without the hassle
of running from office to
office.

The initiative was widely
appreciated by the public,
who termed it a positive and
welcome step. The Deputy
Commissioner assured that
the series of open courts will
continue to ensure that pub-
lic concerns are addressed on
a priority basis.

PFA conducts 3,333
inspections in Toba Tek Singh

F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: In an
alleged encounter late
Wednesday night, three
dacoits were killed while
three others managed to
escape during a confronta-
tion with the Counter Crime
Department (CCD) police
near Chak Gujran, along
Sheikhupura Road in
Hafizabad district.

According to details out-
lined in the FIR lodged at
the Kassoki Police Station,
CCD personnel were
patrolling Sheikhupura
Road when they spotted two
suspicious motorcycles,
each carrying three individ-
uals. Upon signaling them
to stop for inspection, the
suspects reportedly opened
fire on the police vehicle.
The police returned fire in
self-defense.

During the crossfire,
three of the suspects sus-
tained critical injuries.
According to the FIR, the
injuries appeared to be
caused by firing from their
own accomplices. The
wounded suspects were
immediately transported to
the Trauma Center, where
they succumbed to their
injuries.

The deceased have been
identified as Maratab,
Zaigham, and Jahangir indi-
viduals with known crimi-
nal histories and multiple
charges of robbery and vio-
lent crime registered against
them in various police sta-
tions. Law enforcement
sources confirmed their
involvement in several
high-profile robbery cases
in the region. The remaining
three suspects managed to

flee the scene under the
cover of darkness. A search
operation has been launched
to apprehend the fugitives.
Authorities stated that fur-
ther investigation is under-
way to determine the full
scope of the suspects' crimi-
nal activities and to verify
the circumstances surround-
ing the shootout.

Revenue open court
held: In compliance with
the directives of the
Government of Punjab, a
Revenue Open Court (Khuli
Katcheri) was held at the
District Complex Hafizabad
to address public grievances
related to land and revenue
matters. The initiative is part
of the provincial govern-
ment's ongoing efforts to
enhance transparency and
deliver prompt justice at the
grassroots level.

Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Razzaq, accompa-
nied by Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Revenue)
Tanveer Yasin, presided
over the Open Court and
personally listened to the
complaints of citizens. A
large number of men and
women attended the session
to present their revenue-
related issues.

Officials from the
Revenue Department,
Registration Branch, and
Land Record Center were
also in attendance to facili-
tate on-the-spot resolution
of complaints. The presence
of all relevant departments
under one roof enabled effi-
cient handling of various
applications.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Razzaq stated that the
monthly organization of

Revenue Open Courts is
being carried out on the spe-
cial instructions of Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz. He emphasized that
the objective is to provide
timely and effective resolu-
tion of public issues related
to land, registration, and
record verification, ensuring
transparency and accessibil-
ity.

"The purpose of these
Open Courts is to offer real
relief and justice to the peo-
ple by resolving their griev-
ances without delay," he
said, adding that immediate
orders are issued on-site to
address genuine concerns.

Several attendees submit-
ted written applications con-
cerning their land and rev-
enue matters. The Deputy
Commissioner issued direc-
tives for prompt resolution
of the issues raised and
assured the public of the
administration's continued
commitment to citizen-cen-
tric governance.

Roofwall collapses: A
tragic incident occurred in
the village of Lakrian Wala,
where a strong dust storm
caused the roofwall of a
double-story building to col-
lapse, resulting in the death
of a man and serious injuries
to his young son.

According to eyewit-
nesses and local sources,
the incident took place as
Haji Muhammad Ramzan,
a resident of the area, was
constructing a double-
story house for his son-in-
law. During the construc-
tion, a powerful dust storm
swept through the village,
leading to the sudden col-
lapse of the building's
scaffolding.

Three dacoits killed in
alleged police encounter

F.P. Report

LANDI KOTAL: World
Press Freedom Day obser-
ved in the country includ-
ing Khyber to inform the
community that freedom of
the press and freedom of
expression are basic human
rights.

In this connection a sim-
ple gathering was organ-
ized in the District Press
Club, Landi Kotal on
Saturday that was attended
by a number of local media
persons. Speaking on the
occasion President of the
press club Aman Ali
Shinwari said that the main
purpose of the Day was to
uphold the international
right of press of freedom
and to promote responsible
journalism.

He maintained that the
journalist community
across the world risked
their lives to bring positive
change in the society by
unearthing truth. Paying

tribute to the martyred jour-
nalists across the world
including more than seven-
teen martyred tribal media
persons; he added that they
lay down their lives in the
line of duty.

It is need of time to initi-
ate measures for the safety
and security of the journal-
ist enabling them to freely
report on important issues
without fear, Shinwari
remarked. He went on that
the tribal journalists execut-
ed their duties with effi-
ciency contrary to the unfa-
vorable prevailed situation.

He demanded enquiry

and arrest of killers of the
deceased local journalist,
Khalil Jibran, murdered by
unknown armed persons
last year and establishing a
media colony for the
Khyber media persons. At
the end prayers were
offered for the departed
souls of late journalists. It
is to be stated here that 3
May; the anniversary of the
Declaration of Windhoek is
celebrated as World Press
Freedom Day after it was
proclaimed World Press
Freedom Day by the United
National General Assembly
in December 1993.

Journalists mark World
Press Freedom Day

F.P. Report 

MARDAN: Provincial
Food Minister Zahir Shah
Toru visited Government
High School Toru Mardan,
where he met with teachers
and students and discussed
with the matters pertaining
to various school affairs.
On this occasion, the Food
Minister inspected the
school building, classrooms
and other facilities. 

The school principal
gave the provincial minister
a detailed briefing regard-
ing the facilities provided
to the students and the qual-
ity of education being
imparted there. Zahir Shah
Toru appreciated the educa-
tional environment and
termed the hard work of the
teachers and the interest of
the students as encourag-
ing. He said that the devel-
opment of the education
sector is among the top pri-
orities of the current gov-

ernment and a major part of
the provincial budget is
being spent on the educa-
tion sector.

BISEM commits for
transperant exams:
Chairman BISE Mardan,
Prof. Jehan Zeb, chaired a
pivotal meeting , with
District Education Officers
(DEOs) male/female and
JMC Coordinators from
District Nowshera. The
agenda focused on ensuring
cheating-free and fair
HSSC Annual-I
Examinations 2025.

Prof. Jehan Zeb under-
scored the board’s core
mission to conduct trans-
parent and impartial exami-
nations. He emphasized
that achieving this goal
requires the collective
effort of all stakeholders to
uphold the integrity of the
examination process. The
Chairman reiterated his
commitment to preparing
students for the challenges

of the modern world by fos-
tering values of honesty
and highlighting the detri-
mental impact of cheating
on creativity and personal
growth.

Acknowledging the
exemplary role of DEOs
(Male and Female) from
District Nowshera in the
successful conduct of the
SSC Annual-I
Examinations, Prof. Jehan
Zeb expressed confidence
that their continued sup-
port would ensure the
HSSC Annual-I Examina-
tions 2025 are conducted
with even greater efficien-
cy. To enhance transparen-
cy in the appointment of
supervisory staff, the
Chairman announced that
a draw-based selection
process has been imple-
mented. Prof. Jehan Zeb
reiterated the board’s zero-
tolerance policy towards
the use of cellphones at
examination centers.

Education sector uplift
govt top priority: Toru

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Senior edu-
cator Muhammad Haleem
retired after 37 years of
dedicated service in the
field of education. To mark
the occasion, he was hon-
ored with a grand farewell
and escorted in a celebrato-
ry procession to his native
village, Soghalay Talash.
Along the way, flower
petals were showered on
the procession at various
points by well-wishers.

A farewell ceremony
was held in his honor,
attended by a large number
of students, teachers, local
elders, and education
department officials.
Students and fellow staff
members presented numer-
ous gifts as tokens of
respect and admiration.
Speakers at the event paid
glowing tributes to Mr.
Haleem's lifelong academic
and social contributions.

Addressing the gather-
ing, District Education
Officer Inayatullah Khan,
senior politician Senator
Ahmad Hassan Khan, for-
mer provincial finance min-
ister Muzaffar Said
Advocate, and retired prin-
cipals including Alhaj
Muhammad Hafeezullah
Khan, Aftab Alam Khan,
and Haji Khaliq-ur-
Rehman highlighted the
vital role teachers play in
shaping society.

They emphasized that
quality education,
increased literacy, and
efforts to curb academic
dishonesty require collec-
tive responsibility from all
segments of society. They
also stressed the need for

students, teachers, and par-
ents to equally contribute to
creating a healthy academic
environment. Speakers fur-
ther urged the younger gen-
eration to utilize modern
media positively and for
research purposes. They
warned that the decline of
the Muslim Ummah is
largely due to its growing
distance from knowledge,
research, and modern sci-
ences. Muhammad Haleem
was lauded for his exem-
plary educational, intellec-
tual, and social services
during the ceremony, which
concluded with warm
expressions of gratitude
and admiration for his life-
long dedication.

ANP leaders pay trib-
ute to late Jamal Shah
Yousafzai: Awami
National Party (ANP)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pres-
ident Mian Iftikhar Hussain
and ANP central general
secretary Salim Khan visit-
ed Malak Abad Balambat
village in Lower Dir district
to offer condolence on the
death of party worker and
Khudayi Khidmatgar Mian
Jamal Shah Yousafzai.

Mian Jamal Shah
Yousafzai succumbed to
cancer yesterday after a

long battle of over a year
and was laid to rest in his
native graveyard. Mian
Iftikhar Hussain paid rich
tribute to the deceased,
highlighting his tireless
efforts towards Pashtoon
unity. He noted that Jamal
Shah Yousafzai's poetry
preached love and unity
reflecting his commitment
to the ideology of Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan Baba.

The ANP leader
described Jamal Shah
Yousafzai as a true follower
of Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan Baba and a dedicated
Khudayi Khidmatgar. ANP
president Aimal Wali Khan
also expressed deep sorrow
at Jamal Shah Yousafzai's
demise stating that the void
created by his death would
be felt for a long time.

Mian Jamal Shah
Yousafzai was the brother
of Shah Faisal Yousafzai
advocate former president
of the District Bar
Timergara and uncle of
Jehan Alam Yousafzai pres-
ident of World Yousafzai
Jirga and Sajad Khan
Yousafzai ANP Lower Dir
senior vice president, Ali
Bakht Yousafzai and broth-
er-in-law of Shahid Hussain
Yousafzai journalist.

Dir teacher’s
services lauded

F.P. Report

PABBI: Additional Sessi-
ons Judge Pabbi Muha-
mmad Ilyas acquitted
alleged murderer due to
lack of evidence. 

The lawyer Mian Zakir
Ullah Advocate appeared
on behalf accused.
According to prosecution

on date June 16, 2022
Rahmat Ali son of Qarun
alias Malang charged in
killing case at Jalozai
police station.

The court heard the
arguments from both
sides, reserved the verdict,
and later acquitted the
accused due to lack of evi-
dence.

ASJ acquits
alleged murderer

F.P. Report

LODHRAN: Jahangir
Khan Tareen visited the
Free Eye Camp organized
by the Lodhran Pilot
Project (LPP), where he
reviewed the medical facil-
ities being provided to the
patients. The beneficiaries
expressed satisfaction with
the services and extended
their gratitude to Mr.
Tareen for his continued
support.

Dr. Abdul Saboor, CEO
of LPP, briefed Mr. Tareen

that 44 free eye camps have
been held so far, benefitting
over 70,000 individuals
with free medical check-
ups, medicines, and surger-
ies. At the ongoing camp
alone, 426 patients were
examined, and 90 surgeries
are being conducted.

Jahangir Tareen also vis-
ited the under-construction
building of the Tareen
Institute of Computer
Education and Resources
(TICER) to inspect progress
on the project. Mr. Akbar
Khan, CEO of the Tareen

Education Foundation,
shared that the IT
University is being built at a
cost exceeding Rs. 2 billion
and is expected to be com-
pleted by August this year.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Jahangir Khan
Tareen stated: "Our mission
to serve humanity in need
will continue. Providing
quality healthcare and edu-
cation is my foremost prior-
ity." During the visit, Mr.
Tareen also laid the founda-
tion stone for a mosque
within the TICER campus.

Providing quality
healthcare, education
priority, says Tareen

Agri & Sport
govt top
priority:

Barakwal
F.P. Report 

KARAK: Provincial Min-
ister for Agriculture Major
Sajjad Barakwal has said
that the upcoming budget
will be people-friendly.
Priority will be given to
agriculture, sports and peo-
ple-friendly projects. 

The previous budget was
not as per public expecta-
tions due to lack of time.
We did not even have the
salaries of government
employees. There is 169
billion fed without any new
taxes. We can pay 3 months
of salaries. The public will
get a huge relief in this
budget and it will be an
excellent budget. All
arrears will be paid before
June 30. 

The provincial govern-
ment will pay one year in
terms of royalty.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Press Club,
Major Sajjad Barakwal said
that no project of former
members in my constituen-
cy on which some work has
been done will be dropped.
The public should not be
worried in this regard.
Funds for incomplete proj-
ects will be released.So that
they are complete, we have
convinced Chief Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur to pay
the arrears for Kohat divi-
sion. 

We want to end old tra-
ditions. It is necessary to
end prejudice and differ-
ences for the sake of differ-
ences. We do not believe in
personal likes and dislikes.
The entire PTI leadership is
on a path to resolve region-
al and public issues. At
present, in view of the
country's situation, all the
leadership should play a
positive role. Protests and
rallies are everyone's dem-
ocratic right. The demands
and reservations of the peo-
ple of Takht Nusrati
Headquarters will be elimi-
nated. Oil and gas royalty
has been increased to 10 to
15 percent and it has been
approved and its imple-
mentation.

3 killed as
building
collapses

F.P. Report

SHANGLA: In a deeply
tragic incident in Islamabad,
three laborers from Shangla,
Tehsil Alpuri, lost their lives
when the roof of an under-
construction building col-
lapsed due to a sudden and
powerful storm.

The deceased individuals
have been identified as:
Ghaffar, son of Sardar Ali,
Ikram, son of Rehmani Gul –
Residents of Laree Liloni
Fazal Mereen, son of
Jabingay – Resident of
Tangon Liloni. All three
were residing in Islamabad
for labor work and were
present at the construction
site at the time of the inci-
dent.

The bodies of the
deceased have been trans-
ported to their native village,
Liloni, District Shangla, for
funeral and burial rites. The
tragic event has sparked
deep sorrow among family
members, locals, and com-
munity representatives. We
pray to Almighty Allah to
grant the deceased eternal
peace, elevate their ranks in
Jannah, and give patience
and strength to their families.

Police blamed
for backing
land mafia

Syed Waliullah Shah 

NOWSHERA: Police have
allegedly become a private
security agency for land
grabbers, who are using their
wealth and police influence
to occupy citizens' land. A
recent incident in Pir Sabak,
Nowshera, highlights the
issue, where land grabbers,
led by Zahid Khan, attempt-
ed to occupy 42 kanals of
land belonging to Engineer
Fahad Hussain.

The victim, Engineer
Fahad Hussain, held a press
conference at the Nowshera
Press Club, alleging that
land grabbers, armed with
weapons, attacked him and
his companions when they
went to inspect their land.
The land grabbers, led by
Zahid Khan, allegedly used
force and abusive language
to intimidate Engineer
Fahad and his companions.
Despite being informed
about the incident, the police
took Engineer Fahad's com-
panions into custody and
locked them up in a cell,
while the land grabbers
remained at large.
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MANILA (AP): The
Philippines signed a mili-
tary pact with New
Zealand, allowing their
forces to hold joint exer-
cises as Manila continues
to build security alliances
as it faces an increasingly
aggressive China in the
disputed South China Sea.

Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. wit-
nessed the ceremony in
Manila, where Defense
Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro Jr and and his
New Zealand counterpart,
Judith Collins, inked the
Status of Visiting Forces
Agreement. The treaty sets
the legal framework to
allow military engage-
ments of both countries,
including joint drills in
each other's territory and
other cooperative activi-
ties. It has been approved
by New Zealand officials,
but still needs to be rati-
fied by the Philippine
Senate for it to take effect.

China has frowned on
the security alliances
being pursued by the

Philippines, one of the
staunchest allies of the
United States in Asia,
under Marcos. When the
Philippines signed a simi-
lar agreement with Japan
in July, China's Foreign
Ministry said the region
did not need "military
blocs, let alone small
groupings that instigate
bloc confrontations or a
new Cold War." Philippine
officials said then that
China has no business
meddling with their
domestic affairs. "These
partnerships have become
very important in the face
of all that is happening,"
Marcos said during cere-
mony.

Ahead of the signing,
Collins said in a statement
that "we are committed to
reinvigorating our security
relationships, to playing
our part and working with
regional partners such as
the Philippines to uphold
the international rules-
based order." Teodoro told
The Associated Press in an
interview last month that

the Philippines would con-
tinue to build security
alliances with other
friendly countries to deter
China's aggression.
China's hostile actions,
Teodoro said, should be
regarded as a global threat
because they could even-
tually restrict movement in
the South China Sea, a key
global trade route crucial
for global supply chains.

China claims virtually
the entire South China Sea
and has deployed coast
guard and navy fleets and
suspected militia ships to
guard what it says is its
territory and airspace. It
has used water cannons
and dangerous blocking
maneuvers against
Philippine coast guard and
fisheries vessels in the dis-
puted waters, causing col-
lisions and injuries on a
number of occasions.
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei
and Taiwan also lay claims
that clash with China's, but
territorial confrontations
have particularly flared
between Beijing and

Manila in the last two
years. The Philippines has
visiting forces agreements
with the US and Australia,
which has been participat-
ing in large-scale combat
exercises between
American and Filipino
forces that include live-
fire exercises in or near
the South China Sea and in
northern Philippine
islands just a sea border
away from southern
Taiwan. The agreement
signed with Japan has
been ratified by the
Philippine Senate and is
expected to be approved
by the Japanese legislature
in the next few months.
Canada and the
Philippines have also con-
cluded talks for such a
pact, which is expected to
be signed "very soon,"
Teodoro said in a news
conference with Collins.
French and Philippine
officials have been sepa-
rately holding initial talks
also for a visiting forces
agreement ahead of formal
negotiations.

Philippines signs military pact with
New Zealand to widen alliances

PARIS (AFP): French
Foreign Minister Jean-Noel
Barrot said that the European
Union is preparing to hit
Russia with a 17th round of
sanctions, describing
President Vladimir Putin as
the "sole obstacle" to peace in
Ukraine. The 27-nation bloc
has imposed unprecedented

penalties on Russia in
response to its invasion, and
said this year it would not lift
sanctions before Putin's
"unconditional" withdrawal
of forces from Ukraine.

"We Europeans will
accompany this American
(sanctions) initiative with a
17th package of sanctions and

I committed yesterday to (US
Senator) Lindsey Graham that
we would try to coordinate
both the substance and the tim-
ing of these two packages of
sanctions," Barrot told AFP in
an interview. Graham has ral-
lied dozens of lawmakers
from both parties to support a
plan to impose additional

sanctions on Moscow as well
as tariffs on countries that buy
Russian energy, the Wall
Street Journal has reported. 

Barrot took aim at
Russia's president during the
interview, saying: "It is now
crystal clear that the only
obstacle to peace today in
Ukraine is Vladimir Putin."

EU preparing new sanctions on Russia

WASHINGTON (Reuters):
US lawmakers have asked
the State Department to
brief them about Russia's
use of Chinese fighters in
its war in Ukraine, saying
in a letter to Secretary of
State Marco Rubio that
Moscow could only
employ Chinese mercenar-
ies with Beijing's "tacit
approval." Earlier this
month, Ukraine said its
forces had captured two
Chinese men in eastern
Ukraine and that at least
155 Chinese nationals were
fighting on the Russian
side.

US officials have con-
firmed the intelligence to
Reuters, but described the
men as mercenaries who do
not appear to have a direct
link to China's government.
The letter, sent by the
House of Representatives'
select committee on China,
reflects a growing desire
among China hawks in

Congress to see President
Donald Trump's adminis-
tration pressure China over
its alignment with Russia.

The Republican chair of
the committee, John
Moolenaar, and its top
D e m o c r a t i c
Representative, Raja
Krishnamoorthi, said the
presence of Chinese fight-
ers in Ukraine showed
those deepening ties.
"Given the Chinese
Communist Party's broad
control in Chinese society,
it is clear that Russia's
recruitment campaign of
PRC (People's Republic of
China) nationals could not
exist without at least the
tacit approval of the Party,"
the lawmakers told Rubio
in the April 30 letter seen
by Reuters. They asked the
State Department to outline
for Congress whether the
US has confronted Beijing
about the developments
and what actions it was

pursuing to address it.
China, which has

declared a "no-limits" part-
nership with Russia, has
condemned "irresponsible
remarks" about its nationals
fighting in Russia's war in
Ukraine. Beijing has tried
to position itself as an actor
in attempts to negotiate an
end to the war, though it
has refrained from criticiz-
ing Moscow's 2022 full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.
China's embassy in
Washington reiterated that
the Chinese government
always asks Chinese
nationals to "avoid any
form of involvement in
armed conflict, and in par-
ticular avoid participation
in any party's military oper-
ations." The State
Department has called the
reports of Chinese men
fighting in Moscow's war
"disturbing." In a separate
statement to Reuters,
Krishnamoorthi said the

Trump Administration
"must demand that the PRC
immediately remove its cit-
izens from the battlefield in
Ukraine and take action to
hold Beijing accountable
for its broader military and
dual-use support" for the
war. Moolenaar said China
was "not a neutral actor" in
the war.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy has
said Russia was recruiting
Chinese nationals via
social media to join its
armed forces and that
Beijing officials were
aware of that. China has
for years provided
Moscow with material
support for its war effort,
primarily in the shipment
of dual-use products -
components needed to
maintain weapons such as
drones and tanks. It has
also supplied Russia with
lethal drones to use on the
battlefield.

US lawmakers ask Rubio for answers
on Chinese fighters in Ukraine

ANKARA (Reuters):
Turkey rejects any plans that
undermine the central gov-
ernment in Syria or threaten
its sovereignty and territorial
integrity, Turkish sources
said, responding to demands
from Kurds for Syria to
adopt a decentralised system
of government.

Turkey backed rebels
against former President
Bashar al-Assad for years
and is seen as the closest for-
eign ally of Syria's new
Islamist leaders, vowing to
help them rebuild and sta-
bilise a country devastated by
14 years of war. Ankara sees
decentralisation demands by
Syria's Kurds as a threat
because of what it says are
their cross-border links to
Kurdish militants in Turkey,
while it looks to end a
decades-old conflict with the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) militia.

Rival Syrian Kurdish par-
ties, including the dominant
Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) in the northeast,
agreed at a meeting on a
common political vision for
the country's Kurdish minor-
ity and decentralisation, a
call rejected by Syria's lead-
ership. Turkish sources elab-

orated on comments by
President Tayyip Erdogan,
who said that decentralisa-
tion demands in Syria were
"nothing more than a raw
dream".

"Turkey does not accept
any initiative that targets
Syria's territorial integrity,
that will damage its sover-
eignty, or that allows
weapons to be carried by
others not in the Syrian
central authority," a Turkish
Foreign Ministry source
said. Turkey, a NATO
member, views the US-
backed SDF as a terrorist
organisation. Ankara wel-
comed a March deal
between the SDF and
Damascus to merge
Kurdish-led governing
bodies and security forces
with the central govern-
ment, but said it must also
ensure the dismantling of
the YPG militia spearhead-
ing the SDF, and of the
SDF's chain of command.
The source said Turkey had
provided "the necessary
space" for Damascus to
address Turkey's concerns
over Kurdish militants in
Syria. Ankara has previous-
ly warned of military action
if its concerns are not alle-

viated.
A Turkish defence min-

istry source said that
demands for autonomy
could harm Syria's sover-
eignty and regional stability.
"We cannot consent to the
disintegration of Syria's ter-
ritorial integrity and the
deterioration of its unitary
structure under any guise,"
the source told a briefing in
Ankara. "We are against
autonomous region and/or
decentralised rhetoric or
activities, just as is the new
Syrian administration." Late,
Turkish Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Oncu Keceli
said all regional countries
must contribute to Syria's
security and stability, calling
on Israel to halt "its air
strikes that harm the unity
and integrity of Syria". Israel
has been mounting air
strikes inside Syria, which
Turkey has called an unac-
ceptable provocation to
harm Syria's unity in the
post-Assad era. Ankara has
been a fierce critic of Israel
since it launched the Gaza
war. Ankara also wants all
Western sanctions imposed
on Syria to be fully lifted
and for US troops stationed
in the northeast to withdraw.

Turkey stresses opposition
to decentralisation in Syria

WASHINGTON (Reuters):
The CIA rolled out two
Chinese-language videos
aimed at enticing officials
in China to leak secrets to
the US, the latest public
effort by the intelligence
agency to ramp up human
intelligence gathering on
Washington's strategic
rival.

The move comes after
the CIA in October
launched a drive to recruit
new informants in China,
Iran and North Korea by
posting instructions online
on how to securely contact
the agency, following what
it said was successful efforts
to enlist Russians. The CIA
is confident that the videos
are penetrating China's
"Great Firewall" internet
restrictions and reaching the
intended audience.

"If it weren't working,
we wouldn't be making
more videos," a CIA offi-
cial told Reuters, adding
that China was the agency's
foremost intelligence prior-
ity in a "truly generational
competition" between the
US and China. The two
short videos posted to the
CIA's social media
accounts depict fictional
scenes in which a senior
Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) official and a more

junior government worker
with access to classified
information become disil-
lusioned with China's sys-
tem and approach the CIA.
The videos appear aimed at
tapping into possible dis-
content in the Chinese gov-
ernment and senior eche-
lons of the CCP, as Beijing
has purged top officials and
military leaders, some con-
sidered close allies of
President Xi Jinping him-
self.

"As I rise within the
party, I watch those above
me being discarded like
worn-out shoes, but now I
realize that my fate was
just as precarious as
theirs," the narrator says in
Mandarin Chinese in one
of the videos as the camera
shows empty seats around
a lavish dinner table. "My
family's fate cannot rest in
their hands," the man says
before the video depicts
him contacting the CIA
using a tablet computer. It
ends with the CIA logo and
dark web contact details
for the agency. The CIA
official said that the US
was not just interested in
counterintelligence, but
was also seeking informa-
tion on advanced science,
military and cyber technol-
ogy, valuable economic

data, and China's foreign
policy secrets. China's
embassy in Washington did
not immediately respond to
a request for comment on
the videos, but it has previ-
ously accused the US of
waging a systematic disin-
formation campaign
against China, and said any
attempts to drive a wedge
between the Chinese peo-
ple and the CCP would fail.
US intelligence agencies
said in March that China
remains the top military
and cyber threat to the US,
noting that China has the
ability to hit the United
States with conventional
weapons, compromise US
infrastructure through
cyber attacks and target its
assets in space, and that
Beijing seeks to displace
the US as the top AI power
by 2030. CIA Director
John Ratcliffe said no
adversary had ever posed a
more formidable challenge
to the US than the CCP. "It
is intent on dominating the
world economically, mili-
tarily, and technologically,"
he said in a statement. "Our
agency must continue
responding to this threat
with urgency, creativity,
and grit, and these videos
are just one of the ways we
are doing this."

New CIA videos aim 
to lure Chinese officials

BUCHAREST (Reuters): Romanians
vote in a presidential election re-run
that could propel ultranationalist
George Simion to power, an outcome
likely to cause unease in the
European Union and NATO and
unsettle investors.

The hard-right eurosceptic leads
opinion polls before the first round of
voting in the EU and NATO member
state, five months after the original
vote was cancelled because of alleged
Russian interference. Moscow has
denied the allegations. Simion hopes
to benefit from widespread public
anger over the cancellation after tak-
ing over from far-right contender
C?lin Georgescu, who topped voting
in the cancelled ballot but is now
barred from running.

Simion, 38, opposes military aid to
neighbouring Ukraine, is critical of
the EU's leadership and has supported
US President Donald Trump's Make
America Great Again movement. A
conservative Christian, he supported
a failed 2018 referendum intended to
prevent same-sex couples from being
able to marry. A Simion victory could
isolate Romania abroad, erode private
investment and make the country a
less predictable and cooperative
member of NATO over military aid to
Kyiv, playing into the hands of
Russia as it wages war in Ukraine. "It
is very clear that a strong anti-
Western trend has been built up and
Romania's path (direction) is at
unprecedented risk," said Cristian
Pirvulescu, a political scientist.

Simion is polling at around 30% in
opinion surveys, giving him a com-
fortable lead over two centrists but
suggesting he will not win enough
votes to avoid a second-round runoff
on May 18 against whoever comes
second. His main election rivals are
two centrists, former senator Crin
Antonescu and Bucharest Mayor
Nicusor Dan. Antonescu, 65, is
backed by the three parties in the cur-
rent pro-Western government. Dan,
55, is running as an independent on a
reform platform. Both are pro-EU
and NATO and back Ukraine.
Antonescu would be likely to back
the current government if he won the
election. Dan has said he would
favour a new pro-Western govern-
ment.

Many voters have responded posi-
tively to Simion, who finished fourth
in the original vote and then rallied
behind Georgescu, who faces charges
over his support for fascist groupings
and campaign-funding issues.
Election authorities are also looking
into Simion's campaign funding. "He
stood by the man who only wanted the
best for this country, he has shown
honesty compared with the other can-
didates and I hope that he restores
democracy in Romania through his
actions," said Vlad Popa, a 50-year-
old lawyer. Some other voters are
wary of Simion's youth and lack of
political experience. "I don't care
about his beliefs, the problem ... is he
is too young," said 80-year-old pen-
sioner Traian Caravan in the central

village of Vasilati. Romania's presi-
dent is limited to two five-year terms,
and has a semi-executive role which
includes commanding the armed
forces and chairing the security coun-
cil that decides on military aid.

The president represents Romania
at EU and NATO summits, can veto
important EU votes and appoints the
prime minister, chief judges, prose-
cutors and secret service heads. JP
Morgan said an Antonescu win
would imply the status quo and that
victory for Simion would carry the
"largest risk of re-adjusting the rul-
ing coalition and thus the highest
uncertainty." The election re-run has
stalled government efforts to lower
the EU's largest budget deficit, put-
ting the country at risk of a ratings
downgrade to below investment
level. The next president will have to
navigate any economic fallout from
a potential trade war and face pres-
sure to increase defence spending.
The president is also likely to try to
mend fences with Washington after
members of Trump's administration
criticised the decision to cancel the
original ballot. If elected, Simion
has said he will make public "how
much we contributed to the war
effort in Ukraine to the detriment of
subsidies for Romanian children and
pensions for our elderly." Simion has
supported restoring Romania to its
1940 borders, which include territo-
ries now in Bulgaria, Moldova and
Ukraine, and is banned from enter-
ing the latter two.

Romanian presidential election
could bring ultranationalist to power

BEIJING (Reuters): China
is leveraging its propagan-
da machine to hit back at
US tariffs, rolling out
videos using Cold War
imagery to lambaste "impe-
rialists" and send a simple
message - capitulation to
bullies is dangerous, and
we won't back down.
Beijing has made little
effort to contain its anger at
the tariffs, which it says are
tantamount to bullying and
will do nothing to address
issues such as fentanyl
abuse and cannot stop the
rise of the world's second-
largest economy.

China's foreign ministry
released a video, complete
with a voice-over in
A m e r i c a n - a c c e n t e d
English, on its social media
feeds that likened yielding
to US President Donald
Trump's 145% tariffs to
"drinking poison". "China
won't kneel down, because
we know standing up for
ourselves keeps the possi-
bility of cooperation alive,
while compromise snuffs it
out," the narration said,
over footage of a Chinese
MiG-15 fighter shooting
down a US jet in the
Korean War.

"Imperialists are always

arrogant. If they show a bit
of reason it's only because
they are forced to do so," it
added, this time over
footage of the signing of
the armistice that ended the
war. China's top diplomat
Wang Yi likened Trump's
trade policy to "the open
return of the law of the jun-
gle," during a meeting of
foreign ministers from
developing nations in
Brazil.

"If we choose to stay
silent or compromise, it
will only embolden the
bully further," Wang told
his BRICS bloc counter-
parts, according to a for-
eign ministry readout. One
Chinese official, speaking
to Reuters on condition of
anonymity, said Beijing's
view is that yielding or
compromising now would
only weaken China in the
future and allow Trump to
change the terms later.
Messaging such as "Do Not
Kneel" conveys this to a
domestic and international
audience, the person said.

On Chinese social
media, where censors
scrub anything sensitive,
such as alleged human
rights abuses, tariff memes
abound. "The King has

come up with new tariffs!
Peasants, peasants, listen
up!" run the lyrics to an
up-tempo, electro-beat
song on Douyin, the
Chinese version of TikTok,
referring to comments
from Vice President J.D.
Vance who used the term
"peasants" to refer to
Chinese people earlier this
month. "Tariffs for you
even if you are not
human!" the song contin-
ues, showing a picture of a
penguin, after US levies
were applied to uninhabit-
ed Antarctic islands. One
AI-generated image on
WeChat shows Trump,
Vance and Tesla boss Elon
Musk assembling sneakers
and cheap flip-flops at a
factory. Another shows a
picture of Trump next to a
pig's snout. Still, not all
Chinese social media per-
spectives are positive for
Beijing. On Zhihu, China's
equivalent to Quora?many
of the answers to a ques-
tion about the foreign min-
istry's video were negative.
"Our foreign propaganda
department is really poor
in terms of ability. If you
don't know how to do
propaganda, then just don't
do it," wrote one user.

China taps Korean
War and AI memes

to hit back at Trump

Russia’s FM
visits the

Dominican
Republic

SANTO DOMINGO,
Dominican Republic (AP):
Russia expects to open its
first embassy in the
Dominican Republic as
Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov defined the
Caribbean country as a
"promising partner" during
an official trip. Lavrov,
who met behind closed
doors with Dominican
Foreign Minister Roberto
Álvarez, said Russia plans
to strengthen its commer-
cial and economic ties with
the Dominican Republic,
saying there are "mutual
opportunities."

"We also discussed how
things are developing in the
context of the various dis-
cussions on United Nations
reform and the trends we
see in the context of the
creation of the multipolar
order," Lavrov said. He did
not provide further details.
Meanwhile, Álvarez said a
key conversation topic was
"the profound political,
security and humanitarian
crisis affecting Haiti and
how this impacts the
Dominican Republic."
Haiti and the Dominican
Republic share the island of
Hispaniola. Authorities in
the Dominican Republic
have recently cracked
down on illegal migration,
deporting more than
180,000 people since
October as gang violence
surges in Haiti. A UN-
backed mission led by
Kenyan police to help quell
gang violence in Haiti is
struggling given a shortage
of funds and personnel.

The US and others once
pushed for a UN peace-
keeping in Haiti as a solu-
tion, but the proposal was
dropped following opposi-
tion from Russia and
China. Álvarez said he told
Lavrov that the Dominican
Republic is advocating "for
more effective, coordinated
and urgent action" by the
multinational force. "We
hope the United Nations
will play a central and more
active role in logistics and
financing to ensure its
effectiveness," he said.
Lavrov, who arrived in the
Dominican Republic, was
expected to also meet with
President Luis Abinader.
He did not say when the
Russian embassy would
open in Santo Domingo,
the Dominican capital.

Philippines
condemns
killing of
journalist

MANILA (Reuters): The
killing of a veteran Filipino
journalist in his home was a
"heinous act" that was being
investigated by police, the
Philippines' Presidential Task
Force on Media Security
said. Juan "Johnny" Dayang,
89, who served as president
emeritus of the Publishers
Association of the
Philippines Inc, was shot by
an unidentified assailant in
his home in the central
province of Aklan, and died
before reaching the hospital,
the task force said.

"We are closely coordinat-
ing with all concerned agen-
cies to ensure the immediate
resolution of this case," Jose
Torres Jr., the task force's
executive director, said in a
statement. "We stand in soli-
darity with the media com-
munity as we mourn the
passing of Dayang, a figure
regarded as a pillar of
Philippine journalism whose
contributions greatly
enriched our democratic dis-
course," Torres added.

Despite a media environ-
ment that ranks as one of the
most liberal in Asia, the
Philippines is one of the
world's most dangerous
places for journalists, partic-
ularly in its provinces. More
than 200 journalists have
been killed in the country
since democracy was
restored in 1986, according
to the National Union of
Journalists of the
Philippines, including 32 in
a single incident in 2009.
"The death of Dayang repre-
sents a significant loss to the
Philippine media and politi-
cal landscape," the
Publishers Association said
in a statement on its
Facebook page.

GAZA CITY: Palestinians, struggling to survive under difficult conditions, carrying pots to collect food
at a charity kitchen.
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100 days

U
S President Donald Trump's first 100 days ~
completed on Tuesday ~ of his second term in
office offer a revealing glimpse into a presiden-

cy shaped by an unusual combination of forceful
action and sharp political division. Unlike many
politicians who temper campaign rhetoric once elect-
ed, Mr Trump has moved swiftly to enact much of
what he promised, staying remarkably consistent with
the platform he campaigned on.

From the beginning, Mr Trump made clear he would
challenge the status quo. His actions ~ from tightening
immigration controls to reworking trade policies and
rethinking America's foreign commitments ~ mirror the
agenda that won him the presidency. For supporters, this
follow-through is refreshing, a sign that the political class
is finally being held to its word. They see a leader who is
willing to withstand criticism and ins titutional resistance
to deliver for his voters. However, governing is not sim-
ply about resolve; it also demands flexibility, coalition-
building, and an understanding of complex realities. Mr
Trump's early initiatives, though bold, have sometimes
revealed the limits of unilateral ac tion. Moves like the
tightening of immigration rules, while fulfilling cam-
paign pledges, sparked legal challenges and widespread
protests.

Similarly, trade actions aimed at revitalising American
manufacturing have led to heightened tensions with tradi-
tional allies and economic uncertainty in some sectors.
His leadership style ~ combative, direct, and often per-
sonal ~ continues to redefine political norms in
Washington. By relying heavily on loyalists and chal-
lenging traditional processes, the President has managed
to break through bureaucratic inertia but has also exposed
his administration to episodes of internal disorganisation
and policy inconsistency. Critics argue that this approach
risks undermining the very institutions that lend
American democracy its resilience. Supporters counter
that disruption was precisely the point ~ a necessary
shock to a system they viewed as stagnant and unrespon-
sive. On the global stage, Mr Trump's impact has been
just as significant. By withdrawing from multilateral
agreements and renegotiating long standing alliances, he
has signalled a shift toward a more transactional, interest-
driven foreign policy.

Whether this realignment strengthens or isolates
America over the long term remains an open question.
What is clear after these 100 days is that Mr Trump has
remained largely faithful to his campaign promises. This
is both his strength and his greatest gamble. Staying true
to a campaign vision satisfies core supporters but risks
alienating moderates and complicating broader gover-
nance. Despite the intense scrutiny, the public remains
deeply polarised. Opinion polls show a resilient base that
feels vindicated by his confrontational approach, while
critics fear long-term erosion of democratic norms. This
divergence suggests that the next phase will be shaped as
much by public reaction as by policy outcomes. As Mr
Trump moves beyond the symbolic 100- day mark, the
challenges of leadership will only intensify. The ability to
balance steadfastness with pragmatism ~ to know when
to persist and when to adapt ~ will define not just the suc-
cess of his presidency, but also its lasting legacy.

New Canadian leader

M
ORE in sorrow than in anger, Mark Carney,
Canada's newly elected prime minister,
lamented his country's breakup with the

United States. "Our old relationship … is over," he
said early Tuesday morning after his Liberal Party
won the federal elections. "The system of open global
trade anchored by the United States … is over. These
are tragedies, but it's also our new reality. We are over
the shock of the American betrayal, but we should
never forget the lessons. We have to look out for our-
selves."

Carney owes his job to President Donald Trump. He
has acknowledged that he would not be where he is had
Trump not imposed steep tariffs on America's northern
neighbor and repeatedly demanded that Canada become
the 51st state. In January, the Liberal Party was down 23
points in the polls, but after Trump set the US-Canada cri-
sis in motion, Conservative front-runner Pierre Poilievre
struggled to recalibrate a "Canada First" platform that too
much echoed Trump's own campaign last fall. Poilievre
lost even his own seat in Parliament.

Canada is not the only Western country where conser-
vative allies of Trump who once hoped to ride his pop-
ulist wave to power now find themselves crashing into
the rocks. A similar dynamic might unfold on Saturday
when Australia holds its national election. Conservative
opposition leader Peter Dutton has fallen behind in polls
because of popular backlash to Trump's 25 percent tariff
on steel and aluminum. Dutton's party had been promis-
ing to "make Australia great again" and create a US
DOGE Service-like initiative. The latest poll from the
Sydney-based Lowy Institute finds that only 36 percent
of Australians believe the United States can be trusted to
act responsibly on the world stage, down from 56 percent
last year. This is the lowest reading ever recorded. Even
Nigel Farage, in Britain, has lately distanced himself
from Trump. For years, the Reform U.K. leader had been
a consistent presence at Mar-a-Lago and Trump rallies,
but he's stopped hyping these connections. He has recent-
ly criticized Trump for giving "far too much" to Russia in
negotiations aimed at ending its war in Ukraine. He com-
pared Trump's tariffs with former prime minister Liz
Truss's mini-budget, which sunk the pound to a 37-year
low and created so much economic turmoil that she was
forced from office after only 49 days.

The hard truth is that neither country will "win" a trade
war. Tit-for-tat retaliation between Ottawa and Washington
will hurt both sides. This is why both the United States and
Canada should work to de-escalate, not decouple. The two
countries exchange nearly $1 trillion worth of goods a year;
each is the other's largest trading partner. Central bankers
don't tend to make dynamic politicians, but voters have
turned to Carney largely because of his experience leading
the Bank of Canada through the 2008 financial crisis and
then the Bank of England through Brexit in 2016. Back
home in Canada, he's now calling for shared sacrifices to
endure difficult years ahead. Carney, a product of Goldman
Sachs, is the ultimate creature of Davos, Switzerland, where
the World Economic Forum convenes every winter. Both he
and Trump know how to talk tough but then sit down to
negotiate mutually beneficial deals. Carney is ready to deal
with Trump. And Trump, if he wants to rally the free world
to counter China, needs to repair America's friendship with
Canada.

O
N March 28, a 7.7-
magnitude earth-
quake struck cen-

tral Myanmar, leveling
communities, killing more
than 3,700 people and
leaving tens of thousands
homeless. The epicenter,
near Mandalay, shook the
nation's heart, collapsing
bridges, pagodas and
homes and exposing the
fragility of a country
already fractured by a
brutal civil war.

Beyond the physical
devastation, this catastro-
phe has reshaped the psy-
chological landscape of
Myanmar's conflict, deliv-
ering a profound boost to
the resistance forces bat-
tling the junta. In a nation
steeped in superstition,
many rebels interpret the
quake as divine retribution
against the military govern-
ment, fueling their morale
and momentum in a war
that has raged since the
2021 coup. The civil war,
pitting the junta against a
coalition of ethnic armed
groups and the People's
Defence Force under the
national unity government,
has been a grinding, multi-
front struggle. The earth-
quake has added a new
dimension, straining the
junta's resources and
exposing its vulnerabilities.
Mandalay, a junta strong-
hold, suffered extensive
damage, with more than
65,000 buildings affected,
including critical infra-
structure like hospitals and
bridges.

The military, already
stretched thin by resistance
offensives, has been forced
to divert troops and funds
to relief efforts, weakening
its grip on contested
regions. In Sagaing, where
the city remains under junta
control but the countryside
is dominated by resistance
militias, the quake's
destruction has disrupted
supply lines and communi-
cation networks, hampering
military operations.

This logistical burden
comes at a critical moment.
The resistance has made
significant gains since the
launch of Operation 1027
by the Three Brotherhood
Alliance in October 2023.
The alliance, comprising
the Arakan Army, the
Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army
and the Ta'ang National
Liberation Army, has
seized key territories,
including Lashio in Shan
State. The earthquake's tim-
ing has created openings

for further advances. As
political analyst Kyaw
Hsan Hlaing noted, the
junta's preoccupation with
disaster response has
allowed groups like the
Arakan Army to consoli-
date control over towns like
Falam in Chin State. The
national unity government's
truce declaration, allowing
only defensive operations
until April 20, enabled

resistance forces to exploit
these gaps, while the junta's
continued airstrikes - more
than 120 since the quake,
according to the UN - have
drawn international con-
demnation and further
alienated civilians.

But the earthquake's
impact transcends material
losses. In Myanmar, where
Buddhist cosmology and
superstition permeate daily
life, natural disasters are
often imbued with spiritual
significance. For many in
the resistance, the quake is
seen as a divine verdict on
the junta's brutality. Since
the 2021 coup, the military
has killed tens of thou-
sands, displaced millions
and razed civilian infra-
structure, earning wide-
spread hatred. The quake's
devastation of junta-con-
trolled areas, particularly
Mandalay's cultural and
religious sites, has been
interpreted by some rebels
as cosmic justice. Social
media posts from resistance
fighters, reported by local

outlets, describe the earth-
quake as "the earth reject-
ing the generals' tyranny"
and a sign that "the heavens
stand with the people." This
narrative resonates deeply
in a country where omens
and portents shape percep-
tions of legitimacy.

The psychological boost
cannot be overstated. In a
war where morale is as crit-
ical as ammunition, the

belief that righteousness is
on their side has galvanized
resistance fighters. The
junta's legitimacy, already
eroded by its violent sup-
pression of protests and
conscription drives, has
taken another hit. Reports
from displaced communi-
ties in Kayah State high-
light a growing sense
among civilians that the
junta's misfortunes signal
its impending collapse.
This sentiment is amplified
by the resistance's narrative
warfare, with sympathetic
media outlets framing the
quake as a turning point.
The capture of strategic
locations post-quake, often
unreported as ceasefire vio-
lations by pro-resistance
platforms, underscores how
this perception of divine
favor is translating into bat-
tlefield gains.

However, the resis-
tance's momentum is not
without constraints. China,
a key backer of the junta,
has exerted significant
influence over the conflict's

trajectory. The Myanmar
National Democratic
Alliance Army's decision
this month to hand Lashio
back to the junta, under
Chinese pressure, high-
lighted Beijing's ability to
dictate outcomes. China's
growing economic stakes in
Myanmar, including the
China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor, make it wary of
prolonged instability.
While the earthquake has
temporarily shifted focus to
humanitarian aid - China
dispatched more than 30
rescue teams and some
$13.7 million in relief -
Beijing's long-term strategy
remains stabilizing the
junta to protect its interests.
This external pressure
could temper the resis-
tance's advances, particu-
larly in northern Shan State,
where Chinese influence is
strongest. The international
response, or lack thereof,
further complicates the pic-
ture. This geopolitical vac-
uum has allowed authori-
tarian powers to bolster the
junta's position through aid,
undermining the resis-
tance's narrative of global
support. The UN has criti-
cized the junta for breach-
ing the ceasefire, but its
calls for humanitarian
access have gone largely
unheeded. The Association
of Southeast Asian Nations'
attempts at mediation, led
by Malaysia's Anwar
Ibrahim, have yielded little
beyond temporary pauses
in fighting.

For the resistance, the
earthquake has been both a
tactical opportunity and a
psychological catalyst. The
junta's weakened state, cou-
pled with the rebels' belief
in divine endorsement, has
injected new vigor into
their campaign. However,
the path forward is fraught
with challenges. The resist-
ance must navigate China's
influence, international
indifference and the junta's
relentless airstrikes. The
quake has shifted the
ground - literally and figu-
ratively - but its ultimate
impact on Myanmar's civil
war remains uncertain. As
Richard Horsey, a
Myanmar expert, cau-
tioned, the disaster's effects
are "hard to predict." What
is clear is that in a nation
where the spiritual and
political are intertwined,
the earthquake has given
the resistance a powerful
symbol of hope and right-
eousness, one they will
wield as they continue their
fight for freedom.

Myanmar earthquake 
a double blow to junta

Dr. Azeem Ibrahim

T
HERE is much angst
among the Western
liberal cognoscenti

over the "peace agree-
ment" with Russia current-
ly being foisted on the
Ukrainian people by the
Trump administration in
Washington, chiefly on the
ground that it is less a peace
agreement and more a
capitulation.

Russia's reward for more
than three years of naked
aggression will be to keep the
20 percent of Ukrainian terri-
tory it now occupies, includ-
ing the Crimean Peninsula it
annexed in 2014. The only
crumb of comfort for Kyiv is
that, while the US will recog-
nize Russian sovereignty
over this captured territory,
Ukraine need not - and nor
need anyone else. With the
possible exception of China,
it seems unlikely that anyone
will. Currently, the only
countries that recognize
Crimea as Russian are
Afghanistan, Cuba,
Nicaragua, North Korea,
Syria and Venezuela: peculiar

company for the US to be
keeping.

Vitriol has been directed at
Donald Trump in particular
for his personal role in driv-
ing this process forward, and
it is true that he and his vari-
ous administrations have
executed some bewildering
U-turns on the issue. In 2014,
when he was still best known
as a reality TV host and the
White House was no more
than a glint in his eye, Trump
was already expressing his
admiration for Vladimir
Putin: "I think he's a very
capable leader … what he did
with Crimea is very smart."

Four years later, however,
when Trump had been presi-
dent for two years and had
perhaps learned that being
the powerful "leader of the
free world" came with certain
responsibilities, his Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo made
clear what the official view
was: "The US reaffirms as
policy its refusal to recognize
the Kremlin's claim of sover-
eignty over territory seized
by force in contravention of

international law."
What Pompeo was "reaf-

firming" was the Welles
Declaration, issued by a
predecessor, Sumner Welles,
after the Soviet Union
annexed Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania in 1940. "The peo-
ple of the United States are
opposed to predatory activi-
ties no matter whether they
are carried on by the use of
force or by the threat of
force," Welles said.
Washington refused to recog-
nize Moscow's sovereignty
over the three Baltic states for
50 years, until the Soviet
Union collapsed and they
gained their independence.
The declaration was followed
in 1941 by the Atlantic
Charter, signed by the US
and the UK, in which
Franklin Roosevelt and
Winston Churchill insisted
that there should be "no terri-
torial changes that do not
accord with the freely
expressed wishes of the peo-
ples concerned." All this,

Trump's critics say, has been
official US policy for 85
years - until now. The charge
against the president is that,
in recognizing Russia's right
to govern territory captured
by force in Crimea and east-
ern Ukraine, he is upending
the policy of every White
House administration since
Roosevelt's, including his
own first term.

But is he really? Surely I
cannot be alone in detecting a
whiff of hypocrisy here.
Since 1967, excluding Tru-
mp, there have been 10 US
presidents: Lyndon Johnson,
Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford,
Jimmy Carter, Ronald
Reagan, George H.W. Bush,
Bill Clinton, George W.
Bush, Barack Obama and Joe
Biden. While most of them
have paid lip service to vari-
ous UN resolutions, all of
them without exception have
in practice accepted Israel's
right to occupy and populate
the territory it seized by force
that year, along with the vast

tracts of Palestinian land it
has settled since. The "freely
expressed wishes of the peo-
ples concerned," to repeat the
grand words of the Atlantic
Charter, appear no longer to
matter.

Unlike the Palestinians in
the West Bank whose land
they have stolen, who suffer
under arbitrary military law,
settlers enjoy the luxury of
being subject to Israeli civil-
ian law: evidence that Israel
considers this stolen land to
be part of Israel. If anyone do-
ubts the malign intent behind
any of this, I urge you to
watch "The Settlers," a docu-
mentary by the filmmaker
Louis Theroux broadcast last
week by the BBC. The film is
Theroux's second attempt to
delve inside the heads of
Israeli settlers. His first, "The
Ultra Zionists," in 2011, was
merely disturbing: the new
one is positively chilling.

Theroux describes people
pursuing "an openly expan-
sionist ethnonationalist vision
while enjoying the benefits of
a separate and privileged

legal regime." One settler
claimed to be living in "the
heart of Judea." Another said:
"I believe that Gaza is ours
and we need to be living
there." A rabbi said Lebanon
should be "cleansed of these
camel riders." Another settler
declared: "We were in this
land planting vineyards
before Muhammad was in the
third grade," displaying a
level of gratuitously offensive
religious bigotry and igno-
rance that beggars belief - this
is about land, not religion. As
for the historical claim, it has
always been absurd: by settler
logic, the tribal elders of the
Lenape people, the original
inhabitants of Manhattan who
now live in Oklahoma and
Wisconsin, have the right to
establish a reservation on
Fifth Avenue.

Remember all this the
next time someone tells you
that Trump has overturned
decades of settled US policy
against the capture and occu-
pation of other people's land
by force: that ship sailed
nearly 60 years ago.

How the road to Ukraine began in 1967
Ross Anderson

O
N Friday morning,
a spokesperson for
China's ministry of

commerce announced
that Beijing was assessing
the possibility of tariff
negotiations with the
United States. It was news
the rest of the world had
been waiting to hear as
astonishingly high tariffs -
up to 245% on some
Chinese exports to the US
- throttle trade between
the world's two biggest
economies, raising the
spectre of a recession.

"US officials have
repeatedly expressed their
willingness to negotiate
with China on tariffs," the
spokesperson told reporters.
"China's position is consis-
tent. If we fight, we will
fight to the end; if we talk,
the door is open... If the US
wants to talk, it should
show its sincerity and be
prepared to correct its
wrong practices and cancel
unilateral tariffs." The state-
ment comes a day after a
Weibo account linked to
Chinese state media said the
US had been seeking to ini-
tiate discussions, and a
week after Trump claimed
discussions were already
underway - a suggestion
Beijing denied.

"China has no need to
talk to the United States,"
Yuyuantantian, a Weibo
account affiliated with
China Central Television
(CCTV), said in Thursday's
post. "From the perspective
of negotiations, the United
States must be the more anx-
ious party at present."  Such
comments follow a cycle of
assertions and denials from
both the US and China, as
each side refuses to publicly
initiate discussions. The
question is not whether
those discussions will take
place, but rather when,
under what circumstances
and at whose behest. Experts
characterise the tussle as a
game of chicken between
Trump and Chinese leader
Xi Jinping, as both men
attempt to save face while
covertly pursuing a mutually
beneficial outcome - name-
ly, a de-escalation of the
trade war. "I expect some of
this back-and-forth, because
neither Washington nor
Beijing wants to look like
they are the side that's giving
in," says Ja Ian Chong, assis-
tant professor of political
science at the National
University of Singapore.

"[But] a de-escalation
would be to the overall ben-
efit of both sides, so there is
some overarching incentive
to do so." Wen-Ti Sung, an
academic member of the
Australian Centre on China
in the World, puts it another
way: "It's like two race cars
going at each other: whoev-
er swerves first will be seen
as the weaker of the two
parties. And at this juncture,
neither party wants to look
soft." The leader who
admits he was the first to
initiate tariff talks would be
seen as the one compromis-
ing his position in negotia-
tions. "Whoever seems des-
perate loses bargaining
leverage," Mr Sung says.
"Both sides want to portray
the other side as the more
desperate one." This pecu-
liar stalemate - where both
parties seek the same out-
come, but neither wants to
be the first to suggest it -
has resulted in a tactic of
"constructive ambiguity":
the deliberate use of lan-
guage so vague that each
party could arguably claim
to be in the right. It is this
tactic that Mr Sung points
to as an explanation for
Yuyuantantian's Weibo
post.

"This is Beijing trying to
explore the possibility of
using word games to create
an off-ramp for both sides,
so that they can gradually
climb their way down from

this escalation spiral," he
says. One way to escape
this game of chicken is
when a third party medi-
ates, offering both sides an
off-ramp. The other option,
Mr Sung explains, is a
"much looser understanding
of what 'the other side has
reached out' means". That
way, the side that does
indeed come to the table
first is still able to charac-
terise it as a response rather
than the first move. In
Trump and Xi's case, it
would also mean that tariff
negotiations could begin
with both leaders claiming
to have achieved some kind
of victory in the trade war.
The optics here are impor-
tant. As Mr Chong points
out, de-escalation is one
thing - but another top pri-
ority for Trump and Xi is to
"deliver a win for their
domestic audiences".

"Trump obviously wants
to show that he has made
Beijing capitulate. And on
the People's Republic of
China side, Xi probably
wants to show his own peo-
ple and the world that he's
been able to make Trump
become more reasonable
and moderate and accom-
modating," Mr Chong says.
On the domestic front, both
leaders are facing tariff-
induced headwinds. Trump
this week struggled to quell
fears of a recession as fresh
data indicated the US econ-
omy contracted in its first
quarter for the first time
since 2022. Meanwhile, Xi
- who before the tariffs was
already battling persistently
low consumption, a proper-
ty crisis and unemployment
- must reassure China's pop-
ulation that he can weather
the trade war and protect an
economy which has strug-
gled to rebound post-pan-
demic. "Both [Trump and
Xi] recognise that at this
point of the trade war, it's
not going to be a winner-
takes-all outcome for either
side anymore," Mr Sung
says.

"Trump recognises he's
not going to get anywhere
near 100% of what he
wants, so he's trying to find
a concession point where
China can let him have just
enough winning, especially
for domestic purposes."
While China is not unwill-
ing, he adds, "they are very
much stuck on what's the
right price point". For Xi,
Mr Sung described the situ-
ation as a "two-level game".
"The China side needs to
manage US-China bilateral
negotiations, while domes-
tically Beijing needs to save
enough face so that the
Chinese leadership can hold
on to this narrative of 'the
East is rising and the West
is declining'," he says.

"A kowtowing of the
East towards the West is not
a rising East." At the time of
writing, the US has not
denied China's claims that it
has been attempting to initi-
ate talks. But the fact that
both sides have now made
that assertion indicates
there is "some sort of con-
tact", according to Mr
Chong. "The two sides are
talking," he says. "And that
is a sign that there is some
possibility that some
accommodation could be
reached." But the start of
negotiations does not mean
that the US-China relation-
ship - which was rocky
even before Trump kicked
off a trade war - is close to
being steadied. Mr Chong
isn't holding his breath. For
one, he believes the "pos-
turing" suggests the two
sides have not reached the
point "where they are both
trying to seek a way out".

"[Each party] may hope
that there are concessions
from the other side, so
they're going to have this
standoff until they see
which side blinks first." 

Talks or no talks
Gavin Butler

Since the 2021 coup, the military
has killed tens of thousands, dis-
placed millions and razed civilian
infrastructure, earning wide-
spread hatred. The quake's devas-
tation of junta-controlled areas,
particularly Mandalay's cultural
and religious sites, has been inter-
preted by some rebels as cosmic
justice. Social media posts from
resistance fighters, reported by
local outlets, describe the earth-
quake as "the earth rejecting the
generals' tyranny" and a sign that
"the heavens stand with the peo-
ple." This narrative resonates
deeply in a country where omens
and portents shape perceptions of
legitimacy.



I
N Western Sydney, an audi-
ence of Stetson-wearing
Australians are sitting in

their fold-up camping chairs,
swigging beers and eating a spi-
ralled fried potato on a skewer
known as a 'chip on a stick'.
People here are enjoying bull
rides, barrel racing and bucking
broncos. It feels like a slice of
Americana in New South Wales
perhaps - but that would miss the
point that here, rodeo has
become very much an outback
Australian tradition in its own
right.

In recent months, politics here
in Australia could be compared to
watching a rodeo. Between conflict
in Europe, the Middle East and
more recently US President
Donald Trump and his threat of
global trade wars, every day has
brought with it a sharp jolt that
changes the dynamics of the cam-
paign trail. Politicians, like these
cowboys, have been thrown off
course despite their best efforts.
"Tariffs are great," exclaims rodeo
fan Guy Algozzino, who's dressed
in a cowboy hat, a waistcoat and a
Western-style bolo tie with an
engraved image of a cowboy riding
a bull. "We should have had tariff
protection many years ago - it
looks bad now [but] America's fan-
tastic … Trump's the best thing
America ever had.'' Other specta-
tors are more nuanced. "It's going
nuts," admits Jared Harris, when
asked about world politics. "I'm
just sitting back and watching. It's
a bit like a show. It's quite interest-
ing to watch, it's entertaining. It
probably affects me more than I
realise, but I just choose to ignore
it."

Australia didn't worry too much
about President Trump's second
coming when he won power back
in November. The country had
already witnessed a Trump presi-
dency - and weathered it. Australia
felt far removed from the shores of
America. But Trump's second term
is panning out very differently.
Tariffs - imposed on ally and
adversary alike - have travelled the
whole world.

Trump doesn't care about mak-
ing enemies. But Australia does.
People here pride themselves on
'mateship' - a value that embodies
friendship and loyalty - and that
extends to politics too. Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
said as much when Trump initially
announced tariffs without exemp-
tions. This was not "the act of a
friend," said Albanese, while he
also committed to not responding
in kind.

All of this comes as the country
heads to a federal election on 3
May. Candidates would rather
focus on domestic issues they can
control: cost-of-living, housing and
healthcare. Instead, they are forced
to grapple with a question that goes
right to the heart of Australia's role
in the world: how to deal with a US
president as unpredictable as
Trump? In the final few days of
campaigning before up to 18 mil-
lion Australians go to the polls, the
Labor Party's Albanese, who
entered power three years ago after
promising to invest in social serv-
ices and tackle climate change,
went on a speedy tour of six states.
That effort appears to be paying
off, with the latest YouGov poll
putting Labor on 54 per cent of the
two-party vote, versus 47 per cent
for the opposition Coalition (an
alliance of the Liberals and
Nationals). This is a modest turn-
around from the beginning of the
year, when Labor was consistently
lagging the Coalition in polls. "It's
not the campaign either party
thought they would be having,"
says Amy Remeikis, chief political
analyst at the Australia Institute

think tank. "The looming figure of
Trump is overshadowing the
domestic campaign but also forc-
ing Australia's leaders to do some-
thing they haven't had to do in a
long time - examine Australia's
links to the US."

The US-Australia relationship
has perhaps been taken for granted
in these parts. Australia likes the
fact the US has long been a domi-
nant military force in the Pacific.
Australia relies on its funding and
benefits from being part of
alliances like Aukus - the far-
reaching defence pact between
Australia, the UK and the US,
designed to counter China - and the

Anglo-intelligence alliance Five
Eyes. The rise of China has made
Australia even more conscious
about having the US on its side.
Beijing has expanded its military
presence in the Pacific, launching
various military exercises in recent
years - including one live-fire drill
in February that saw Chinese naval
vessels just 340 nautical miles
from the New South Wales coast.
Australia recently announced
efforts to expand its navy and now
hosts four US military bases - deci-
sions fuelled in part by the rise of
China. It's all placed extra value on
Canberra's alliance with
Washington DC - one that Trump
may be throwing into doubt. Back
in February, Trump held a meeting
with the UK Prime Minister Sir
Keir Starmer. He was asked
whether they would be discussing
Aukus.

"What does that mean?" Trump
asked the reporter. After being
given an explanation of Aukus, he
continued. "We'll be discussing
that … we've had a very good rela-
tionship with Australia." Australia
collectively held its breath, then let
it out in a big sigh of relief. A blip
maybe - but an indication perhaps
of how little Trump thinks about
Australia right now. However,
Australia, like much of the world,
is thinking about the US. "We don't
have anywhere else to turn," says
David Andrews, senior policy
advisor at the National Security
College, which is part of the
Australian National University in
Canberra. "We are physically iso-

lated from everyone. As long as
we've had European settlement
here, we've always been concerned
about the distance [and] isolation,
which is why we've always main-
tained such a strong relationship
with first Britain and then the US
as the dominant maritime power."
While only 5% of Australia's
exports go to the US (China is by
far Australia's biggest trading part-
ner), the US still dominates the
conversation here.

"This isn't a time to end
alliances," says Justin Bassi, direc-
tor of the Australian Strategic
Policy Institute, a think tank. "That
would be cutting off our nose to

spite our face." And, perhaps
counter to the majority view here,
Bassi thinks that Australia should
support Trump's moves. "We
should continue to make it clear
that any measures the US takes
against Australia are unjustified
but we should welcome and sup-
port American measures to counter
Beijing's malign actions - or for
that matter Russia," he says. "Not
to keep Trump happy but because it
is in Australia's interests to con-
strain the adversary that is under-
mining our strategic interests." A
poll published by the Sydney
Morning Herald newspaper last
month found that 60% of
Australians felt Trump's victory
was bad for Australia. That was up
from last November when it was
just 40%. And a Lowy Institute
poll published two weeks later
showed almost two in three
Australians held 'not very much' or
no trust 'at all' in the US to act
responsibly.

Big questions on transnational
alliances are not part of normal
campaigning. But when Albanese
and opposition leader Peter Dutton
faced each other in their first tele-
vised debate, the first question
asked by the audience was one on
Trump. Dutton has long stressed
that he would be the politician best
suited to dealing with the US
President. He often cites his expe-
rience as a cabinet minister during
tariff negotiations in Trump's first
term. But that strategy doesn't
always serve him well. "He went
into the election telling people he

and Trump were similar enough
that they would get on better, that
he was the sort of personality
Trump liked," says Remeikis.
"He's not repeating that now
because people don't want some-
one to get on with Trump - they
want someone who will stand up to
him." Dutton has had to do some
back-pedalling on comments he
made earlier in the year. Back in
February, after Trump said he had
plans to eject Palestinians from
Gaza, Dutton called the US presi-
dent "a deal-maker … a big
thinker."

And he has come in for some
criticism amid accusations of
copying the US president. He's
talked about cutting public sector
jobs, for example. And his Liberal
party appointed Jacinta
Nampijinpa Price as shadow min-
ister for government efficiency, not
too dissimilar to the Doge. But
when Senator Price recently started
talking about wanting to 'Make
Australia Great Again' on the cam-
paign trail, Dutton avoided ques-
tions over the comments. Albanese
of course has to tread a careful line
too. In a world that's being turned
upside down, he's trying to reas-
sure people he's a safe pair of
hands; that those alliances remain.
That may turn out to be in his
favour. Indeed, some analysts say
that Trump's conduct may be help-
ing Albanese, with voters rushing
to support the incumbent during a
time of perceived crisis. Just a few
months ago, Labor's re-election
was thought unlikely as it consis-
tently polled behind the Coalition.
But the final YouGov polling
model of the election, published a
few days ago, predicted that Labor
will win 84 of the 150 seats in the
House of Representatives - an
increased majority. For Professor
Gordon Flake, CEO at Perth
USAsia Centre, a think tank, it
paints a stark parallel with this
week's election result in Canada -
in which the Liberal Party won re-
election by riding a backlash of
anti-Trump sentiment.

"What we have seen in Canada
has been a dramatic shift back
towards the incumbent government
and that is a rallying around the
flag based on attacks on that coun-
try," he says. "The attacks on
Australia haven't been as severe so
it's not the same degree, but at the
same time you're also seeing a ral-
lying around the current Labor
government. Six months ago you
thought their re-election would be
unlikely; today on the cusp of the
election here in Australia, it seems
more likely than not - and one of
the important factors in that has
been developments in Washington
DC. " But whoever wins, they will
have a big job on their hands to
navigate Australia's future with its
allies. "We have to make do with
the hand we've been dealt," says
Andrews. "I expect that we are
going to have to be much more
ruthlessly self-interested and that's
not comfortable because our for-
eign policy has generally been
based around cooperation, collabo-
ration and multilateralism - so that
shared sense of threat that middle
powers have of working together to
maximise their output." Back at the
rodeo, the sun's gone down, the
cheerleaders are out and the audi-
ence gets ready to watch bucking
broncos - the riders shortly after-
wards holding on to their steer for
as long as possible before being
violently thrown to the ground.
Flying above the arena are the flags
of Canada and the US, alongside
Australia, New Zealand and Brazil.
There may not be much of a team
spirit among allies right now - but
voters here will be keen to see how
their next leader rides out the
storm. 
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Trump looming
over Australia’s election

Katy Watson

S
OME foreign policy
observers defend President
Trump's concessionary

approach to Russia in its war in
Ukraine as a "reverse Nixon."
They claim to see geostrategic
purpose in the president's
shameful aligning with Vladimir
Putin despite his flagrant aggres-
sion and rampant war crimes.
Trump's supposed aim is to
entice Russia away from its "no-
limits strategic partnership"
with China.

The unspoken premise of the
rationale is that the China engage-
ment policy launched by Richard
Nixon and Henry Kissinger was
good for US national security and
for world peace. But history has
shown that it was hardly an unvar-
nished success story for either. On
the contrary, the four-decade
accommodationist China policy
that it spawned may be the most
serious foreign policy blunder in
US history - with potentially the
worst consequences yet to unfold
as China increasingly threatens
war over Taiwan, the Philippines,
and others in the region.

Years later, Nixon himself
expressed regret at what he and
Kissinger had wrought with their
opening to China, saying "We may
have created a Frankenstein." Of
course, Nixon did not create Mao
Zedong, the greatest mass murder-
er in history, who exceeded Hitler's
crimes by orders of magnitude. But
he did provide international legiti-
macy to Mao's regime and opened
the door to the massive transfer of
Western wealth, technology and

diplomatic prestige to the implaca-
bly hostile Chinese Communist
Party.

Similarly, Trump did not create
the criminal monster that is Putin,
the former KGB officer who has
called the dissolution of the Soviet
Union "the greatest geopolitical
tragedy of the 20th century." His
intermittent wars against Chechnya
from 1994 to 2009 were waged to
prevent further breakaways by
Russian dissidents, and his inva-
sions of Georgia in 2008 and
Ukraine in 2014 and 2022 were
intended to reconstitute parts of
Joseph Stalin's Soviet Empire. But
Trump's unabashed fawning over
Putin's authoritarian "genius" is
clearly intended to do for Putin
what Nixon, and especially
Kissinger, did for Mao's commu-
nist regime: welcome it back into
"the family of nations" after uni-
versal condemnation and isolation.

Even so, the effect of Trump's
management of the Russia-China-
US geostrategic triangle is accom-
plishing not a reverse-Nixon strate-
gy but, inadvertently, a reverse-
Reagan. President Ronald Reagan
showed that "peace through
strength" is not limited to the
wielding of military capabilities
but also depends critically on the
demonstration of steadfastness and
will - even in a domestic context.
During a federal labor dispute in
1981, just months after Reagan
taking office, America's air traffic
controllers went on strike. Reagan
said the illegal walkout endangered

the flying public and ordered the
controllers back to work within 48
hours, warning they would lose
their jobs if they refused. Since the
union had broken with organized
labor and endorsed Reagan's candi-
dacy in 1980, it saw little risk in
calling the neophyte president's
bluff.

Despite a similar scenario hav-
ing played out in the first Nixon
administration with Transportation
Secretary John Volpe (I served as
his special assistant), the striking
controllers defied Reagan, and he
fired more than 11,000 of them en
masse. World leaders had been
watching America's labor con-
frontation as the first real test of the
new president. Reagan's political
courage, clear communications and
moral determination "made a
strong impression on foreign
adversaries," according to Andrew
E. Busch, author of "Reagan's
Victory and Truman's Triumphs."
His resolute handling of what had
been a purely domestic crisis estab-
lished his persona as an American
leader whose crisis management
and decisiveness was not to be tri-
fled with.

The contrast between Reagan's
performance in the air traffic con-
trollers' strike and Trump's first
100 days managing trade, govern-
ment reorganization and other
domestic issues is stark. His errat-
ic, on-again-off-again tariff deci-
sions and his reversals on policy
and personnel have not inspired
confidence in allies or enemies that

America has a clear-thinking, res-
olute and competent leader who
has his country's - or even the
West's - best interests at heart.
Even if one were to accept that
Trump's obeisance to Putin on
Ukraine is calculated to shift
Russia's allegiance from China to
the US, the way Trump is going
about it is more likely to win
Putin's contempt than his respect.
Bullying a relatively defenseless
victim may assure Moscow that
adherence to international law is
not a high priority for Trump - a
perception reinforced by his
aggressive intentions toward
Panama, Greenland, and Canada -
but it does not convey an image of
steadiness or reliability, such as
that offered by Xi Jinping. Facing a
choice between a would-be dicta-
tor and the real thing, Putin is like-
ly to stick with his own kind.

Trump is pursuing a geopolitical
dead end on Ukraine because of his
illusions about Putin; it is long past
time for a reset of his policy. He
will accomplish more on his China
containment quest if he first sets
Putin back on his heels by abruptly
reversing directions on Ukraine.
Trump should demand that Russian
forces withdraw entirely, as well as
return all prisoners of war,
Ukrainian children and other civil-
ians, or he will dramatically
increase US weapons and intelli-
gence support for Ukraine and
encourage its membership in
NATO. That will finally put Trump
on the right side of history - and
morality. 

The Hill

Trump’s ‘reverse Nixon’ gambit with
Russia is more like a reverse-Reagan

Joseph Bosco

O
HIO’S Cuyahoga
River used to be so
polluted it regular-

ly went up in flames.
Images of one dramatic
blaze in 1952 shaped the
US's nascent environmen-
tal movement, long after
the flames went out. The
last time Ohio's Cuyahoga
River notably caught fire
was 22 June 1969. At mid-
day, debris floating in an
oil slick on the river ignit-
ed after sparks fell from a
nearby passing train.

While locals reported the
flames reached five stories
high, firefighters extin-
guished them in less than 30
minutes. Two railroad tres-
tles sustained a total of
$50,000 in damage
($428,500 in today's money,
or £321,000). But the event
was over before reporters
could arrive.

"All we have photo-
graphically of the
Cuyahoga fire in '69 is pic-
tures of firemen mopping
up, spraying the trestle, and
then Carl Stokes, the mayor,
on the tracks the next morn-
ing talking to the press
about it," says David
Stradling, professor of his-
tory at the University of
Cincinnati, US. Earlier
images of fires on the same
river, such as that pictured
above in 1952, nevertheless
began to be circulated when
the 1969 blaze occurred.
And yet, this short-lived fire
on the Cuyahoga River
became a powerful moment
in the growing environmen-
tal activism movement in
the United States. The
images of the river's previ-
ous fires ignited national
conversations on pollution
and social justice, just as the
US's nascent environmental
movement was gathering
pace.

The history of the river's
dire pollution stretches back
long before its final blaze.
By the late 1800s,
Cleveland and the
Cuyahoga had become a
hub for the Industrial
Revolution. Stradling says
it started with steel mills
towards the head of naviga-
tion (the farthest point
upstream on a river where
boats can travel, often
defined by a dam or other
physical barrier). The river
made it easy for boats to
transport ore. "Once the
steel industry became estab-
lished in Cleveland, all
these other ancillary indus-
tries were good to have
nearby," he says.

With all of this steel pro-
duction came excess chemi-
cals and grease, says
Stradling, and since there
were virtually no environ-
mental regulations at the
time, a lot of it ended up in
the river, along with raw
sewage. "We didn't treat our
wastewater, so anything
that you flushed down the
toilet was piped straight
into the river," says Adam
Schellhammer, Mid-
Atlantic regional director of
the non-profit, American
Rivers. Then, in the early
1900s amid World War
One, industrialisation
ramped up and the river
pollution got worse. "With
that uptick in manufactur-
ing, these rivers were bear-
ing the brunt of all that, and
there were no restrictions
on what went in," says
Schellhammer. 

By the 1930s, the
Cuyahoga had essentially
become an open sewer,
infamous for its foul smell
and telltale sheen of oil
slick. Unsurprisingly, the
fauna that typically reside
in and around the river
steered clear, or died. "The
Cuyahoga was a completely
dead river for decades,"
says Stradling. "There were
no fish, no water fowl."
Those who lived nearby
cautioned that if you fell in,
you had to be rushed to the
hospital. And, occasionally,
the massively polluted river
burned.

The first fire on the river
was in 1868, and there were
at least 12 subsequent fires,
according to the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). The biggest
ones occurred in 1936,
1941, 1952 and 1969. Local
protests and dogged advo-
cacy by Mayor Carl B.
Stokes had already led to a
$100m bond for river
cleanup passing in 1968
(equivalent to more than
$900m today). When the
river burned again in 1969,
Stokes acted quickly. 

"It was a right place,
right time situation," says
Anne Vogel, former director
of the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency and cur-
rent EPA region 5 adminis-
trator. "Cleveland was also
a place, at the time, where
environmental and social
situations intersected."
Stokes was the first black
mayor of a major city in the
US, and he was acutely
aware of how racial
inequality in the industri-
alised parts of Cleveland
was reflected in the water

pollution issue since poorer,
predominantly black com-
munities lived in those
areas.

"He's a black man in a
majority white city sur-
rounded by almost entirely
white suburbs," says
Stradling. "So he doesn't
have a whole lot of political
allies, but he could have
allies in the press who can
get things before the people
and talk about the
Cuyahoga as a regional
problem, not just
Cleveland's problem."
Connecting the social and
environmental challenges
of the area marks him out as
forward-thinking in his
work on what came to be
called environmental jus-
tice, says Stradling.
"There's no point in work-
ing on public health if
you're not going to solve
water and air pollution
problems."

To drive the point home,
Stokes gave a much-pho-
tographed pollution tour to
reporters the day after the
1969 river fire. The tour
went beyond Cleveland's
confines to showcase the
surrounding area's sewer
system. He was making it
abundantly clear that in
order to clean up the
Cuyahoga, the city would
need help from its neigh-
bours and the federal gov-
ernment. Convincing the
neighbouring suburbs was
the real challenge, says
Stradling, since they weren't
as aware of the pollution
accumulating downstream.
On that tour was Betty
Klaric, one of the US's ear-
liest specialist environmen-
tal reporters, writing for the
Cleveland Press, who dedi-
cated much of her career to
reporting on the health of
the Cuyahoga River and
Lake Erie, which the river
feeds. Her reporting of the
1969 fire was resurfaced
several times by more
prominent, national publi-
cations.

Stradling recalls a com-
pelling photo of Stokes and
reporters standing on a rail-
road bridge after the fire, its
metal distorted from the
heat. In the image, Stokes is
talking to Klaric. "There are
a whole bunch of other
press around, including the
television [crews] with their
cameras, but I just love that
that photograph is of him
talking to Betty, because I
think he knew that she was
the most important person
besides him on that bridge,"
he says.

The story reported by
Klaric and others was soon
picked up nationally. A
1969 Time magazine spread
on water pollution repro-
duced images of the earlier
blaze on the river in 1952 -
a menacing frontline of
flames and black, billowing
smoke engulfing a tug boat
as it fights to contain a rag-
ing fire on the oil-slicked
water (the same 1952 image
is reproduced at the start of
this article). Long, powerful
streams of water from fire-
fighters on a nearby bridge
cascade over the river,
offering backup. "It was late
summer when Time maga-
zine ran a story about water
pollution in the United
States," says Stradling, who
co-wrote Where the River
Burned, a history of the
infamously polluted
Cuyahoga, with his brother
Michael Stradling. "[The
article] mentioned lots of
places, but one that was
mentioned most frequently
was the Cuyahoga River
and how it had become a
fire hazard." The book notes
that Time did not clarify
that the photos of the fire
had been taken 17 years
prior, and it remains unclear
whether the publication
"mistakenly used the older
photo or did so deliberately,
perhaps thinking the more
dramatic scene would grab
readers' attention". (Time
magazine was contacted for
clarity on the matter, but did
not respond by the time this
article was published.)

The photo of the 1952
fire came to symbolise how
waterway pollution in the
US had grown out of con-
trol, and it fed the flames of
public outcry over environ-
mental crises. "It was a cul-
mination of events, and the
Cuyahoga [fire] was so vis-
ible that the calls for unified
approaches to environmen-
tal protection could not be
ignored any longer," says
Schellhammer. While the
first Earth Day, on 22 April
1970, is considered the offi-
cial start of the environmen-
tal movement in the US, the
idea had been planted years
earlier in 1962 with the
release of Rachel Carson's
book on the misuse of pesti-
cides, Silent Spring. Eight
years later, when 20 million
people marched to advocate
for nationwide environmen-
tal protections, US
President Richard Nixon
responded by establishing

the EPA.
Two years after that, the

Clean Water Act followed,
which laid the groundwork
for the restoration of the
Cuyahoga. While not a
direct cause and effect, the
river fires are often cited as
the prime example of water
pollution at its worst in the
US. The Cuyahoga River in
particular, Schellhammer
and others note, comes up
time and again in this con-
text. But Stradling adds that
it was far from alone - as the
Clean Water Act was being
formulated, most members
of Congress named a river
in their jurisdiction that
needed protection. The
Clean Water Act was actual-
ly an amendment to the
existing Federal Water
Pollution Control Act,
which was passed in 1948,
but the changes to the
framework were so signifi-
cant that it took on a new
name. 

"It put restrictions and
parameters on what could
be discharged," says
Schellhammer. "There was
a set limit. Out of that
[came] the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement,
also enacted in 1972, which
framed what the entire area
needed to do to clean up
that river." Schellhammer
says the Clean Water Act
also acknowledged the need
for wastewater treatment,
which was virtually nonex-
istent before then. One new
initiative that stemmed
from the Act was connect-
ing more of Cleveland's
suburbs to an expanded
sewage treatment plant,
something Stokes had long
argued for.

Then, the industries in
the city began to clean up
their act. "Mills were
already investing in some
technologies that would
dramatically decrease the
amount of problematic
effluent that went into the
river, so that was really
helpful," says Stradling. "A
lot of the most problematic
industries [like oil refine-
ment] simply closed and
left in Cleveland." The new
environmental restrictions
played a significant part in
shuttering the factories that
supported the steel industry
in Cleveland. "It [was] this
balance of regulatory
framework, legal prece-
dence and public outcry,"
Schellhammer saysof the
industrial retreat.

Despite these develop-
ments, river cleanup on the
Cuyahoga was gradual from
the 1970s to the late 1980s.
"Water quality definitely
improved; we wouldn't call
it restored," says
Schellhammer. Some of the
river's more significant
restoration projects have
been dam removals. Dams
can be major impediments
to the health of a river. They
act as bottlenecks, limiting
fish migration and increas-
ing turbidity. In 2020, the
Breckville Dam, which was
initially built to move water
into the Ohio and Erie
Canals, was taken out. 

"It was pretty straightfor-
ward, but really awesome to
show the benefit of that dam
removal, because basically
you're connecting the water
and fish populations of Lake
Erie to more upstream habi-
tats," says Jennifer Grieser,
director of natural resources
for Cleveland Metroparks
and Cuyahoga Area of
Concern board member. "We
immediately started to see
more species recruitment
throughout the whole length
of the river." The next big
project on the docket is the
removal of the over 100-
year-old Gorge Dam, consid-
ered the largest remaining
impediment to the Cuyahoga
River's health. Grieser has
overseen the removal of five
impairments in the
Cuyahoga's Area of
Concern, including lifting
restrictions on consuming
fish from the river in 2019,
and also the 50-year anniver-
sary of the 1969 fire. She has
four left, which she aims to
complete within the next five
years. Yet people are already
enjoying the cleaner state of
the river. It's now considered
a water trail, often dappled
with kayakers, anglers and
birdwatchers hoping to see
blue herons or bald eagles,
which returned to the area in
2006. The water is not con-
sidered pristine yet, but the
"crooked river" has come a
long way since it caught on
fire over half a century ago.
"That's the amazing thing
about this restoration story:i t
happened in a lifetime," says
Grieser. Today, the US is at
another pivotal point for the
future health of its natural
resources. In March, the
Supreme Court weakened
the reaches of the Clean
Water Act, and the EPA can-
celled over 400 grants.
"Federal investments played
a huge role in why [the
Cuyahoga] River is function-
al again," says
Schellhammer. 
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Burning river that fuelled
a US green movement

Ally Hirschlag

‘‘We don’t have anywhere else to turn,’’ says
David Andrews, senior policy advisor at the
National Security College, which is part of the
Australian National University in Canberra.
"We are physically isolated from everyone. As
long as we've had European settlement here,
we've always been concerned about the distance
[and] isolation, which is why we've always
maintained such a strong relationship with first
Britain and then the US as the dominant mar-
itime power." While only 5% of Australia's
exports go to the US (China is by far Australia's
biggest trading partner), the US still dominates
the conversation here. "This isn't a time to end
alliances," says Justin Bassi, director of the
Australian Strategic Policy Institute, a think
tank. "That would be cutting off our nose to
spite our face." And, perhaps counter to the
majority view here, Bassi thinks that Australia
should support Trump's moves. "We should
continue to make it clear that any measures the
US takes against Australia are unjustified but
we should welcome and support American
measures to counter Beijing's malign actions -
or for that matter Russia," he says.



LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Planning,
Development, and Special
Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal
highlighted the urgent need
for Pakistan to transition to
an export-based economy
to achieve rapid economic
growth. 

Speaking at the 10th
budget summit, organised
by the University of Man-
agement and Technology
(UMT) on Saturday, the
minister highlighted the
critical role of exports in
ensuring sustainable devel-
opment and reducing
reliance on foreign aid.

Addressing a gathering
of students, academics, and
policymakers, Iqbal reflect-
ed on Pakistan’s develop-
mental journey since its
inception in 1947. He noted
that the country, which
began with scarce
resources, has achieved sig-
nificant milestones, includ-

ing becoming the seventh
nuclear power globally and
producing advanced JF-17
Thunder jets. “From using
thorns as pins in offices to
building a modern telecom-
munications system with
high mobile density,
Pakistan has made remark-
able strides,” he said.

However, the minister
cautioned that these
achievements pale when
compared to other nations.
In 1960, Pakistan’s manu-
facturing exports were
comparable to those of
South Korea, Malaysia, and
Thailand, but today,
Pakistan lags significantly
with exports at 32 billion
dollars, while South
Korea’s exceed 600 billion
dollars. Similarly,
Pakistan’s per capita
income of 1,600 dollars is
dwarfed by China’s 16,000
dollars, despite starting at
similar levels in 1980.

Iqbal posed a pressing
question: why has Pakistan
fallen behind countries like
Vietnam, Bangladesh, and
India, which have surged
ahead in exports and eco-
nomic growth? He attrib-
uted this lag to a lack of a
conducive environment for
development, marked by
conflict, instability, and
short-term economic poli-
cies. “Successful nations
prioritize peace, ensure sta-
bility, and maintain policy
continuity for at least a
decade,” he explained, cit-
ing examples like
Singapore, Malaysia, and
China, where long-term
leadership and consistent
policies drove progress.

Pakistan, in contrast, has
faced decades of instability,
including involvement in
external conflicts and inter-
nal challenges like terror-
ism and political uncertain-
ty. “We fought others’ wars,

from the Soviet conflict to
the war on terror, bringing
instability to our doorstep,”
Iqbal remarked. He stressed
that economic policies need
a minimum of 10 years to
yield results, a continuity
Pakistan has struggled to
maintain.

Drawing from the gov-
ernment’s “Uraan
Pakistan” initiative, the
minister outlined a
roadmap to address these
challenges. Central to this
vision is transforming
Pakistan into an export-led
economy, with a target of
increasing exports from 32
billion dollars to 100 bil-
lion dollars within 8 to 10
years. “If we achieve this,
we can build momentum to
reach the next 100 billion
dollars in just 5 to 10 more
years,” he said, underscor-
ing the need for sustainable
growth aligned with for-
eign exchange reserves.

The minister highlighted
the potential of e-com-
merce, which allows indi-
viduals to sell products
globally from home, and
called for incentives to
revive Pakistan’s “rusty
export engine.” 

He also emphasized the
importance of aligning
growth with global techno-
logical shifts, such as the
Fourth and Fifth Industrial
Revolutions, encompass-
ing artificial intelligence,
cloud computing, and
biotechnology.

Ahsan Iqbal detailed
recent initiatives to position
Pakistan in the techno-
economy, including the
establishment of national
centers for artificial intelli-
gence, big data, cybersecu-
rity, and quantum comput-
ing. These centers, connect-
ed to universities nation-
wide, are fostering startups
and industry-oriented

research. “We are mapping
university faculties to
industry needs, ensuring
research drives economic
growth,” he said.

The minister also
addressed pressing social
and environmental issues.
He expressed concern over
Pakistan’s 11 per cent high-
er education enrollment
ratio, compared to 30 per
cent in India and 60 per
cent in China, and the 25
million children out of
school. “No country has
developed without 90 per
cent literacy,” he warned,
calling for universal pri-
mary education.

He highlighted the
alarming 40 per cent child
malnutrition rate, which
impairs cognitive develop-
ment and innovation poten-
tial. He also flagged
Pakistan’s population
growth rate, which has
surged to nearly 5 per cent,

neutralizing economic
gains. “If our economy
grows at 5 per cent but pop-
ulation at 2.5 per cent, our
real growth is only 2.5%,”
he explained.

On climate change, Iqbal
stressed the need for smart
agriculture and weather-
resistant seeds to secure
food supplies, alongside
energy efficiency and
renewable energy adoption
to meet global carbon stan-
dards.

Reflecting on gover-
nance, the minister criti-
cized the lack of devolution
to local governments post
the 18th Amendment,
which transferred responsi-
bilities to provinces.
“Provinces have not
empowered local govern-
ments, leading to weak
decision-making in educa-
tion and healthcare,” he
said, citing the Ministry of
Planning’s District

Education Index, which
revealed deteriorating edu-
cational indicators.

Concluding his speech,
the minister urged the
youth to seize opportuni-
ties in digital skills, cloud
computing, and quantum
technologies. “Pakistan is
not an ordinary country; it
was founded on Allama
Iqbal’s vision of economic
empowerment for
Muslims,” he said, encour-
aging young Pakistanis to
stay and work hard to real-
ize their dreams.

He called for a national
consensus to address edu-
cation, healthcare, popula-
tion growth, exports, tech-
nology, climate change,
and extremism. “If the
nation unites and pushes
together, Pakistan will soar
to new heights,” he
affirmed.

Later he also participat-
ed in a group discussion.

LAHORE (APP): A delega-
tion of the Ferozpur Road
Industrial Association
(FRIA) Lahore, led by Sh-
eikh Shahbaz Aslam, met
Federal Minister for Public
Affairs Rana Mubashar
Iqbal, here on Saturday. 

The meeting centered on
key challenges and oppor-
tunities facing the industrial
sector, including regulatory
reforms, economic devel-
opment, investment prosp-
ects, and avenues for pub-
lic-private partnerships,
with particular emphasis on
initiatives linked to the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

During the discussion,
the delegation briefed the
minister on existing poli-
cies and regulations

impacting the industry and
engaged in detailed dia-
logue on the policy and reg-
ulatory framework, trade
and exports, investment,
infrastructure, and broader
economic growth. 

They also presented
strategies for attracting for-
eign investment and identi-
fied potential areas for col-
laboration between the pub-
lic and private sectors to
accelerate industrial
progress and economic
development.

Federal Minister Rana
Mubashar Iqbal assured the
delegation of the govern-
ment’s firm commitment to
fostering a business-friend-
ly environment, in line with
the vision of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

He informed the delegation
that a One-Window Facility
is being established under
the Board of Investment
(BoI) to streamline services
and provide greater ease of
doing business for the
industrial and commercial
sectors.

The minister further
informed the delegation
about key policy initiatives,
including the upcoming
approval of a $1 billion
loan by the IMF Board on
May 9, 2025, which is
expected to boost investor
confidence.

In addition, the Minister
highlighted the Prime
Minister’s Youth Skill
Development Program
(PMYSDP), which offers
financial support and loans

to young entrepreneurs
across Pakistan. He also
praised the Pakistan Army
for its significant role in
stabilizing the country’s
economy, particularly
under the framework of the
Special Investment Facilit-
ation Council (SIFC),
which is actively working
to revitalize the industrial
sector and attract foreign
investment.

The federal minister also
emphasized the importance
of compliance with the
government’s announced
minimum wage policy, urg-
ing all industrialists and
businesses to ensure the
payment of Rs. 37,000 in
wages to laborers as man-
dated in the 2024-25 feder-
al budget.

SARGODHA (APP): A
Chinese business delega-
tion visited the Sargodha
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) on
Saturday, marking a signif-
icant step forward in
strengthening Pak-China
economic relations.

The delegation was
warmly welcomed by SCCI
President Khawaja Yasir
Qayyum and other senior
representatives upon their
arrival. In his welcome
address, President Qayyum
described the visit as a

milestone in the enduring
friendship and economic
partnership between
Pakistan and China.

“We are delighted to
host our Chinese counter-
parts at the Sargodha Cha-
mber,” he said. “Your visit
is a testament to our shared
commitment to expanding
bilateral trade, exploring
new investment avenues,
and launching joint ven-
tures that promote mutual
prosperity.” The discus-
sions centered on fostering
cooperation in key sectors,

including renewable ener-
gy, agriculture, agro-tech-
nology, the digital econo-
my, industrial development,
and technical education.

Highlighting Sargodha’s
economic potential, Presid-
ent Qayyum emphasized
the region’s rich natural
resources, agricultural stre-
ngth, and industrial capaci-
ty. “Sargodha offers signifi-
cant investment opportuni-
ties, especially in citrus
(kinnow) exports, stone and
mineral development, con-
struction, and vocational

training,” he noted.
During the visit, a series

of Business-to-Business
(B2B) meetings were held
between the Chinese dele-
gates and local business
representatives, facilitating
direct engagement, mutual
understanding, and the exp-
loration of joint ventures.

President Qayyum
encouraged SCCI members
to make the most of the
occasion by actively engag-
ing with the delegation,
sharing ideas, and building
partnerships. 

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Cha-
mber of Commerce and In-
dustry president Fazal Moq-
eem Khan called for full
adherence with internation-
al compliance and regula-
tions to enhance Pakistan’s
export across the world.

The SCCI chief called
for promoting sustainable,
responsible, and competi-
tive economic growth.

Moqeem Khan stated
that compliance is not just a
government mandate—it is
a shared responsibility
between the public and pri-
vate sectors,” he said.

It is essential to create a
discrimination-free, ethi-
cally sound, and globally
respected business ecosys-
tem, he asserted.

Fazal Moqeem Khan
was speaking during a
training and consultative
session regarding compli-
ance of Regulations and
Standards of International
Business organized by
Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry in
collaboration with National
Compliance Centre (NCC),
Ministry of Commerce here
at the chamber house on

Saturday.
The session focused on

aligning with international
trade standards and foster-
ing global partnerships,
which attended by SCCI
senior vice president Abdul
Jalil Jan, members of the
executive committee Sabir
Ahmad Bangash, Saifullah
Khan, former president
Malik Zahid, Rashid Iqbal
Siddiqui, Ms Qurtul Ain,
Secretary General SCCI
Muqtasid Ahsan, represen-
tative of Smeda, traders,
industrialists and exporters
and importers.

The chamber president
praised the Ministry of
Commerce for the estab-
lishment of NCC, calling
it a landmark initiative
that institutionalizes a
compliance culture in
Pakistan.

He emphasized that in
today’s interconnected
economy, international
compliance is vital for
gaining access to global
markets, building trust, and
ensuring long-term growth.

The SCCI chief appreci-
ated the NCC for conduct-
ing such an informative
session for the business
community and expressed

hope that traders will learn
many things regarding
global compliance and reg-
ulations that would help to
improve Pakistan’s export
across the world.

Earlier, in his multime-
dia presentation, Dr. Nabeel
Amin, Head of Compliance
at the National Compliance
Centre, and Thematic
Expert OSH Asmatullah
Khan briefed comprehen-
sively participants on the
NCC’s roadmap and
emphasized the pivotal role
of Chambers of Commerce,
trade associations, industry
stakeholders, and SMEs in
fostering a compliance-ori-
ented business environ-
ment.

Speakers highlighting
NCC efforts to implement
emerging compliance
mechanisms, including the
ESG framework, Corporate
Sustainability Due
Diligence Directive
(CSDDD), Occupational
Safety and Health (OSH)
standards, and the Digital
Product Passport (DPP).

These initiatives aim to
equip Pakistani exporters
with the tools needed to
meet international sustain-
ability benchmarks.

Kamran Khan

I
n international global
system, the interdepend-
ent and complex web of

governance, diplomacy and
political economy, foreign
aid: grants and loans serve
as a tool for effluent coun-
tries to help, support and
influence the LDCs (Least
Developed Countries).
These financial inflows
from North to South not
only supports the LDCs but
also enables these countries
to find a way out of the crit-
ical problems faced by
these under developed
nations. As these foreign
aids support and uplift the
LDCs yet the conditionali-
ties, modalities and impli-
cations of these transfers
reveal a complex web of
altruism, strategic interests

and hegemonic influence.
The strategic imperative-

ness of the foreign assis-
tance and grants aims for
global sustainability and
humanitarian assistance. In
realist paradigm, the global
race for geostrategic influ-
ence, hegemony and domi-
nance can be obtained by
these foreign assistance
programs. These programs
are also extended to fragile
states to preempt transition-
al threats like terrorism and
migrants inflow, for
instance aid like U.S FMF
(Foreign Military
Financing) bolster the secu-
rity and military capacities
of the recipient states align-
ing those with the interest
of the hegemon state.

Conversely, the liberal
institutionalists argue that
these aid and grants pro-

motes humanitarian goals,
public goods and sustain-
able development as
enshrined in the UN SDGs,
Sustainable Development
Goals. For less developed
states, external funding
helps these developing
nations finance massive
infrastructure projects,
reduce long-term balance-
of-payments deficits, and
boost human development
indices (HDI). In light of
the “development trap” a
vicious cycle of low sav-
ings, insufficient invest-
ment, and slow growth that
prolongs underdevelop-
ment this aid is especially
crucial. Foreign aid fills
this budgetary vacuum,
enabling these govern-
ments to move beyond
dependency and exercise
more agency in interna-

tional fora such as the
Group of 77 (G77) or the
World Trade Organization
(WTO).

The two main categories
of foreign help are bilater-
al aid (direct assistance
from one nation to anoth-
er) and multilateral aid (via
international organizations
such as the World Bank or
IMF). It consists of grants,
which are non-repayable
donations frequently used
for infrastructure, educa-
tion, or humanitarian
relief; and loans, which
can be either non-conces-
sional (market-rate, from
organizations like the
IMF’s Stand-By
Arrangements) or conces-
sional (low-interest, long-
term, frequently from
organizations like the
World Bank’s IDA).

Development aid focusses
on long-term economic
growth, humanitarian aid
attends to urgent needs,
military aid supports
defense, and technical
assistance offers knowl-
edge and skills. Official
development aid (ODA)
totaled $211 billion world-
wide in 2022, of which
62% came from bilateral
and 38% from multilateral
sources. Approximately
25% came in the form of
loans.

The Sword of
Dependency with Two
Edges Foreign aid can spur
development, but it also
runs the risk of strengthen-
ing dependency disorders.
The core-periphery model
of dependency theory criti-
cizes how loans and grants
force LDCs to remain sub-

servient to the global North
by securing them in donor-
driven policy agendas or
extractive trading patterns.
State interests may not
align with conditionality
clauses that call for market
liberalization or gover-
nance reforms, which could
lead to domestic backlash
and regime instability.
Furthermore, the resource
curse and the “aid curse”
are similar in that unearned
income skews economic
incentives, encourages cor-
ruption, and erodes state
legitimacy.

Constructivist perspec-
tives, on the other hand,
emphasize how help
changes national norms and
identities. A state’s social
compact can be strength-
ened by effectively using
funds for healthcare or edu-

cation, increasing its credi-
bility both at home and
abroad. As demonstrated by
Rwanda’s post-genocide
recovery, strategic
receivers, such as post-con-
flict governments, use aid
to move from being mar-
ginalized to reintegrated
actors.

A delicate dance of
power and partnership is
required to match donor
interests with recipient
needs in order for foreign
grants and loans to be
effective. Diversifying
sources of aid (such as
South-South collaboration
with rising nations) helps
developing nations avoid
becoming overly dependent
on more established
donors. At the same time,
wealthy nations need to
refocus aid to put capacity-

building ahead of paternal-
ism, a delicate balance
between power and collab-
oration.

Foreign aid continues to
be a key component of
global fairness in the anar-
chic yet interdependent
international order. Its var-
ious forms-grants, conces-
sional loans, and commer-
cial debt-provide special-
ized answers to the com-
plex problems associated
with underdevelopment.
Their success, however,
necessitates a change in
norms: from instruments
of dominance to instru-
ments of togetherness. The
development divide can
only be narrowed by such
a rethinking, creating a
world in which prosperity
and sovereignty are
incompatible.

LAHORE (APP): Special
Assistant to the Prime
Minister on Industries and
Production Haroon Akhtar
Khan said on Saturday
small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) are the back-
bone of Pakistan’s econo-
my and a key driver of
export growth. 

In line with the prime
minister’s vision, interna-
tional experts will be
engaged to modernise the
SME sector to meet global
standards.

He made these remarks
while addressing the media
at the Small and Medium
Enterprises Development
Authority (SMEDA)
offices here. Federal
Secretary for Industries and
Production Saif Anjum and
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Socrates Aman
Rana were also present.

Haroon highlighted

SMEDA’s ongoing initia-
tives aimed at the economic
empowerment of women,
including subsidised loans,
microfinancing, and mod-
ern technical training. He
stated that women’s eco-
nomic inclusion is a top
government priority. To
that end, a comprehensive
entrepreneurship policy has
been drafted and will be
implemented following
cabinet approval. This poli-
cy, he said, will be a game
changer for women’s eco-
nomic development.

He noted that SMEDA’s
Women Entrepreneurship
Development Department
is actively supporting
women entrepreneurs
across the country by pro-
viding guidance and neces-
sary facilities. On industrial
development, the special
assistant said that existing
industrial clusters across

the country will be identi-
fied and developed in an
integrated manner.
Additionally, the govern-
ment is preparing a strategy
to bring undocumented
industrial units into the for-
mal economy. The upcom-
ing federal budget will also
include concrete measures
to boost SME growth.

To combat corruption,
Haroon Akhtar Khan
shared that a comprehen-
sive policy is being pre-
pared, focusing on institu-
tional reforms and the
engagement of expert con-
sultants to ensure trans-
parency.

Speaking about youth
training, he said skill devel-
opment programs are being
run in collaboration with
TEVTA and NUTIC, with
additional projects under
consideration to enhance
the skilled workforce.

He also noted that indus-
tries facing high tariffs in
the US might relocate to
Pakistan, potentially
spurring significant indus-
trial growth and job cre-
ation.

Finally, he pointed out
that 84% of Pakistan’s
labor force operates in the
informal sector—an issue
the government is address-
ing through the “Enterprise
Facilitation Project,”
launched in partnership
with the Ministry of
Industries and Production
and the International
Labour Organization
(ILO). Under the Prime
Minister’s SME
Development Vision, safe-
guarding the rights of
industrial and business
workers and providing
them with formal incen-
tives remain key govern-
ment priorities.
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PESHAWAR: President SCCI Fazal Moqeem Khan speaking during a training and consultative session
regarding compliance of Regulations and Standards of International Business at Chamber’s House.

Chamber
welcomes

govt’s efforts
SUKKUR (APP): Sukkur
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (SCCI) President,
Muhammad Khalid Kaka-
izai, Senior Vice President
Amit Kumar, and Vice Pre-
sident Muhammad Owais
Rais Malik on Saturday
have welcomed the govern-
ment’s efforts in reducing
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) to 0.3% annually.

They have endorsed the
proposals presented by the
FPCCI and UBG, calling
for a reduction in interest
rates from 12% to 8% and a
further decrease in electric-
ity rates to Rs 26 per kilo-
watt-hour. This, they beli-
eve, will promote SMEs
and regional industries, ul-
timately boosting the coun-
try’s economic growth.

The chamber leaders
stated that reducing interest
rates will increase invest-
ment, as investors will pre-
fer to invest in businesses
rather than keeping their
capital in banks. This will
lead to an increase in busi-
ness activities.

They also urged the gov-
ernment to eliminate addi-
tional payments to IPPs,
promote alternative energy
sources, and take positive
steps to support the busi-
ness community, which is
heavily burdened by elec-
tricity bills.

HCSTSI urges HESCO to end power outages
in Hyderabad industrial sectors

HYDERABAD (APP): Hyderabad Chamber of Small Traders & Small Industry (HCSTSI), President Muhammad
Saleem Memon, has urged HESCO Chief to take corrective measures for the betterment of commercial and industri-
al sectors of Hyderabad.

He stated that the chamber has repeatedly requested HESCO Chief to put an end to the ongoing unannounced
power outages in the SITE industrial area, but no serious action has been taken to date.

HCSTSI President highlighted that both scheduled and unscheduled power outages are occurring during peak busi-
ness hours in SITE and other parts of the city.

Moreover, due to persistent power outages, civic institutions such as Hyderabad Development Authority, WASA
and other government departments are unable to perform routine operations, paralyzing normal urban life.

World experts to be engaged to
modernise SME sector: Haroon

Foreign aid, an intricate web of support and dominance

Ahsan calls for export-led economy to propel growth

Rana discusses industrial policy,
investment with FIRA team

Chinese delegation visits Sargodha
chamber to explore trade opportunities

SCCI calls for fully
adherence to global

compliance, regulations
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PTF select teams
for regional

qualifying event
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Tennis
Federation has
announced the selec-
tion of national 12 and
under boys and girls
teams for the upcoming
ATF Regional
Qualifying Event of
South Asia 2025. The
event, initially sched-
uled to take place in
Islamabad from May
26 to 30, at the PTF
Tennis Complex, has
been relocated to Sri
Lanka on the same
dates by the Asian
Tennis Federation due
to current tensions
between Pakistan and
India, said a press
release issued here
Saturday. The trials for
team selection were
conducted from April
25 to 27, in Islamabad,
3 boys and 5 girls were
invited based on the
national rankings.
Muhammad Shayan
Afridi and Rashid Ali
Bachani were exempt-
ed from trials due to
their recent internation-
al performances.
Selected Teams- Boys
Team: Muhammad
Shayan Afridi, Rashid
Ali Bachani, M.
Ibraheem Hussain Gill;
Girls Team: Khadija
Khalil, Aimen Rehan,
Shahnoor Umer. Team
Captains- Boys Team
Captain: Nameer
Shamsi; Girls Team
Captain: Ms. Noor
Malik.

Norris wins
Miami GP
sprint race

MIAMI (AFP):
McLaren's Lando
Norris won a chaotic
sprint race at the Miami
Grand Prix on
Saturday, pipping
championship leader
and team-mate Oscar
Piastri. Ferrari's Lewis
Hamilton finished third
while 18-year-old
Italian Kimi Antonelli,
who had started on pole
for Mercedes, finished
in tenth. Antonelli lost
his lead at the first turn
where Piastri forced
him wide and when he
returned to the track he
was down in fourth.
The race got underway
after a 25-minute delay
due to torrential rain.
Ferrari's Charles
Leclerc crashed out
during the formation
lap hitting the wall after
aqua-planing. During
the race, Fernando
Alonso crashed into the
wall after he was
clipped by Liam
Lawson and Carlos
Sainz also crashed.
There was a contact
incident in the pit-lane
when Red Bull's Max
Verstappen pulled out
into Antonelli.

Ruling Court 
wins 2000 Guineas

at Newmarket
N E W M A R K E T
(Agencies): Ruling
Court won the 2000
Guineas at Newmarket
as he held off the fast-
finishing Field Of
Gold. The 9-2 shot,
trained for owners
Godolphin by Charlie
Appleby, was the pick
of jockey William
Buick and proved the
right choice.
Stablemate Shadow Of
Light led in the closing
stages but eventually
finished third with
another Godolphin run-
ner, Tornado Alert, in
fourth. "This feels
great. He was so
smooth throughout -
he's a special horse and
his stamina shone
through," said Buick of
the victor. It was a third
2000 Guineas win in
four years for Appleby,
after victories for
Coroebus (2022) and
Notable Speech (2024).
Buick chose Ruling
Court, an impressive
six-length winner in
Dubai in March, over
last year's champion
juvenile Shadow Of
Light. "It was a hard
choice for William, but
he saw it right. He
thought this horse
would see out the mile
trip and he outstayed
them," said Appleby.
Ruling Court is about
5-1 second favourite
for next month's Derby
at Epsom, behind The
Lion In Winter - who
won the Acomb Stakes
at York last August
when the Guineas win-
ner was third.
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LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): In a last-over
thriller of Pakistan Super
League (PSL) 10, Quetta
Gladiators edged
Islamabad United by two
wickets here at Gaddafi
Stadium on Saturday.

Quetta Gladiators
chased down 158 with two
wickets and one ball to
spare. With Hasan Nawaz
on strike, the equation had
shrunk to 15 runs needed
off the final over.

The set batter, having
had consecutive chances
on the first two deliveries,
hit Muhammad Shahzad
for a six. He missed the
fourth delivery but stole
two runs thanks to another
dropped catch.

The right-handed batter
took advantage of triple
opportunities, hitting
Shahzad for a six over
deep backward square to
give the Gladiators an
incredible victory.

Hasan Nawaz was
adjudged player of the
match for his innings of
64 off 41 laced with four
sixes and two fours. Rilee
Rossouw also contributed
with 27 runs.

For Islamabad United,
Naseem Shah and Salman
Irshad took two wickets
each, while Jason Holder,
Muhammad Nawaz and
Salman Ali Agha grabbed
a wicket each.

After being asked to bat
first, Islamabad United

posted 157-9 in their allot-
ted overs, setting Quetta
Gladiators a target of 158
runs to chase.

For the defending
champions, Muhammad
Nawaz top-scored with a
resilient 49 runs, ham-
mering fives sixes and a
four.

Sahibzada Farhan con-
tributed a brisk 39 off 24
balls while Kyle Mayers
made 17-ball 22.

Faheem Ashraf
remained the standout
bowler, claiming four
wickets, while Kyle
Jamieson picked up
two. Khurram Shahzad,
Abrar Ahmad, and Saud
Shakeel took a wicket
each.

LONDON (Agencies):
Ronnie O’Sullivan is prepar-
ing to start “a new life some-
where else”, revealing he
will soon be moving to the
Middle East after crashing
out of the World Snooker
Championship with a heavy
semi-final defeat.

O’Sullivan’s bid for an
eighth Crucible crown
ended in a humiliating 17-7
loss to Zhao Xintong with a
session to spare on Friday
after the Chinese star won
all eight frames in the
morning before finishing
the job in the evening.

Before his arrival in
Sheffield, the 49-year-old
had not played on the tour
since he withdrew midway
through his Championship
League group in January,
snapping his cue after losing
four of his five matches.

He then struggled with
his new cue during the
world championship, get-
ting through three tips in all
and changing his tip and
ferrule after the first session
of the semi. But although
his run to the last four pro-
vides some cause for opti-
mism, O’Sullivan admitted
he does not know what the
future holds, with a move
from the UK to the Middle
East on the horizon.

“I think I’m going to be
moving out of the UK this
year. A new life somewhere
else,” he said. “I’ll still try
to play snooker but I don’t
know what the future looks

like for me really. I’m mov-
ing away soon so I’ll just
see how it goes. There’s a
lot of more important
things in life to worry about
than a game of snooker.

“For me, it’s a big part of
my life but I’ve got to try to
figure out what my future
looks like, whether it’s
playing or not. I’ll be mov-
ing away to the Middle East
but we’ll see how it goes. I
might be back in six
months, who knows. There
are going to be a few
changes in my life so we’ll
see how that goes.”

His semi-final exit has
certainly been keenly felt by
snooker fans at the Crucible.
They have reacted angrily to
being refused refunds for
what was meant to be the
fourth session of the semi-
final, meaning there will be
no competitive action on
Saturday afternoon.

An exhibition featuring
Steve Davis and Dennis
Taylor, 40 years on from
the latter’s victory in their
famous final will take place
instead. The World Snooker
Tour said its box office
terms and conditions meant

it was “unable to offer tick-
et refunds or exchanges”,
news which has not gone
down well with spectators
expecting to see seven-time
champion O’Sullivan.

Responding to the
announcement on X, Andy
Wilson wrote: “Like both
Steve and Dennis but I paid
£115 for my seat yesterday.
Endlessly rolling out the
old guys isn’t an answer
today. But WST do like to
keep their money. Refunds
can and should be made.”

Another response, from
Luigi di Falco, read: “It’s
pretty much daylight rob-
bery. Those semi-final
tickets were so expensive
to not offer refunds you
should be ashamed.”

In a statement, the WST
said: “We are putting
together a fantastic exhibi-
tion this afternoon featuring
all-time snooker legends.
We realise that fans come
from all over the world to
enjoy the Crucible experi-
ence so our intention is to
provide the best possible
entertainment in these cir-
cumstances. This is the first
time in over a decade that a
semi-final has finished a
session early so it is a very
rare occurrence and unfortu-
nately beyond our control.”

Zhao will face either
Mark Williams or Judd
Trump in the final, with
Williams taking a 13-11
lead into the last session of
their semi-final.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
five-team National
Women’s T20 Tournament
2024-25 will begin on May
7 at two venues in Karachi's
National Bank Stadium and
HPC Oval Ground.

This year’s edition
will feature five teams
Challengers, Conquerors,
Invincibles, Stars, and
Strikers. Competing in a
double-league format,
each team will play eight
matches with a total of
22 matches slated to take
place across 18 days,
said a press release
issued here Saturday.

The teams finishing sec-
ond and third on the points
table will face off in a

Qualifier on May 22, with
the winner advancing to
meet the top-ranked team in
the final on May 24. The
final will be played at the
National Bank Stadium. A
total of 80 cricketers will
participate in the tourna-
ment, which carries a prize
pool of over PKR three
Million. The champions will
receive PKR 1.5 million,
while the runners-up will
take home PKR one million.

The 19-member squads
of each of the five teams
will be trimmed to 16 at the
end of the four-day pre-
tournament camp, which
begins on May 3 in
Karachi. Among the play-
ers featuring, five national

players who were part of
Pakistan’s victorious squad
at the recently-concluded
ICC Women’s Cricket
World Cup Qualifier 2025
will lead their respective
sides– Fatima Sana
(Conquerors), Gull Feroza
(Strikers), Muneeba Ali
(Invincibles), Rameen
Shamim (Challengers) and
Sidra Amin (Stars). As part
of the PCB’s continued
efforts to promote and
expand the reach of
women’s cricket, both the
Qualifier (May 22) and the
Final (May 24) will be live-
streamed on PCB’s official
YouTube channel. All
matches in the tournament
will begin at 3pm PKT.

M U Z A F F A R G A R H
(APP): A proud moment
for Muzaffargarh,as
Maryam Batool, the talent-
ed daughter of a hardwork-
ing female laborer from a
local industrial unit has
been selected to represent
Pakistan in the upcoming
Under-17 Junior Athletics
Championship in Malaysia.

Maryam rose to promi-
nence through the Punjab
Chief Minister(CM)
Maryam Nawaz Sharif’s
“Khelta Punjab” initia-
tive,which gave her the
opportunity to showcase
her athletic skills. After
shining in competitions
across the province and at
the national level, Maryam

has now earned her place
on the international stage.

Expressing her gratitude,
Maryam said, “I thank
Chief Minister(CM)
Maryam Nawaz for launch-
ing the ‘Khelta Punjab’ pro-
gram. It gave a girl from a
remote riverine area the
platform to prove her talent.
Without it, I would have
remained in the shadows.”

Her mother,who works
in a factory to support the
family, shared her pride and
emotions while talking to
the media. “I am a laborer
from a riverine area, raising
my children through hard
work. Talent is no one’s
inheritance — my daughter
proved her potential by

securing first position in
provincial and national
games.”

She appealed to CM
Maryam Nawaz for further
support and sponsorship for
her daughter.“If given more
opportunities,Maryam can
make Pakistan proud on the
global stage,”she said.

However, Maryam’s
mother also expressed dis-
appointment at the lack of
local recognition. “Despite
my daughter bringing honor
to the city and district, no
encouragement or support
has come from the district
administration, especially
the Deputy Commissioner
or the Sports
Department,” she added.

THYON (AFP): French
rider Lenny Martinez pulled
on the Tour de Romandie
leader's yellow jersey after
winning Saturday's hilly
fourth and penultimate stage.

The 21-year-old crossed
the line ahead of Portugal's
Joao Almeida after a gru-
elling climb to the summit
finish at Thyon 2000.

It was the eighth career
win for the Bahrain
Victorious rider and second
on the World Tour after the
Paris-Nice fifth stage.

"Every year I just get
better and better, and here I
am wearing the yellow jer-
sey," said Martinez.

"To be the leader of such

a stage race, and also to win
a stage, is just incredible."

Second in Friday's stage,
Martinez conquered the first
four climbs of the day, mak-
ing the difference in the
final 20km of the 128km
mountainous stage from
Sion. Martinez duelled with
Almeida and Italian
Lorenzo Fortunato over the
final three kilometres before
accelerating to the line.

"I have good accelera-
tion, I know Joao does too
and in the end it was a bit of
a cool day," said Martinez
of the drop in temperature
and wet roads after a week
of sunshine. Overall, the
Frenchman snatched the

yellow jersey from compa-
triot Alex Baudin, to build a
two-second lead on
Fortunato with Almeida a
further second adrift, head-
ing into Sunday's final
17km time trial in Geneva.

"I don't think it suits me
100 percent, but I'll give it
my all, you never know,"
said the race leader, who
will then head to the moun-
tains to prepare for the
Criterium du Dauphiné and
the Tour de France. Belgian
Remco Evenepoel, dropped
behind almost 9km from
the finish line, but limited
the damage and is still in
ninth place, 1min 41sec
behind Martinez.

LONDON (AFP): Unai
Emery vowed Aston Villa
will fight until the end for
a place in the Champions
League after boosting their
bid with a 1-0 win against
Fulham on Saturday.

Emery's side are back in
the hunt to finish in the
Premier League's top five
thanks to Youri Tielemans'
12th-minute header at Villa
Park. Seventh-placed Villa
extended their unbeaten
run on home turf to 20
games in all competitions,
lifting them level with
sixth-placed Nottingham
Forest and fifth-placed
Chelsea on 60 points.

After bouncing back
from their dismal FA Cup
semi-final loss to Crystal
Palace last weekend, Villa
will hope their rivals falter
over the weekend as the
top five race heads for a
dramatic climax. "If we
weren't winning today,

forget it completely,"
Emery said.

"Today, we got more or
less to be close to Europe.
Wow, fantastic, brilliant.
The best gift we can achieve
after it is the Europa League
or Champions League.

"Champions League,
okay. We are not favourites
to get it because there is
Nottingham Forest in front
of us, Manchester City,
Chelsea and Newcastle.

"But we will fight for
it, Europe, and hopefully
we can fight for the
Champions League."
Southampton wasted a
chance to avoid a share
of the lowest points total
in Premier League histo-
ry as Jamie Vardy's 199th
Leicester goal inspired a
2-0 win at the King
Power Stadium.

Simon Rusk's bottom of
the table team are trying to
avoid finishing with just

11 points -- which would
match Derby's low mark
set in 2007-08. But
Southampton's hopes of
getting a 12th point quick-
ly faded against fellow rel-
egated side Leicester.

Ipswich fightback
After announcing last

week that he will leave the
club at the end of the sea-
son, the 38-year-old Vardy
bagged a farewell goal as
he put second-bottom
Leicester ahead in the 17th
minute. The game was
delayed for 11 minutes
when referee David Webb
was forced off with a head
injury after colliding with
Leicester's Jordan Ayew.

Vardy cheekily blew the
referee's whistle while he
was being treated.
Leicester finally won for
the first time since January
as Ayew grabbed the sec-
ond goal in the 44th
minute. Southampton have

now lost 28 of their 35
league games and have
three matches left to avoid
sharing the low points
record with Derby.

Relegated Ipswich
fought back from two
goals down to draw 2-2 in
Everton's penultimate
match at Goodison Park.

Kieran McKenna's
third-bottom side trailed to
Beto's 26th minute goal
and Dwight McNeil's
effort nine minutes later.

But Julio Enciso 's 30-
yard rocket reduced the
deficit in the 41st minute
and George Hirst
equalised with 11 minutes
left. Everton's emotional
last match at Goodison
before moving to their
new Bramley-Moore Dock
stadium next season
comes against
Southampton on May 18.

Second-placed Arsenal
host Bournemouth in

Saturday's late game as the
Gunners warm up for their
Champions League semi-
final showdown with Paris

Saint-Germain.
Mikel Arteta's side lost

1-0 in the first leg on
Tuesday and head to

France for the second leg
on Wednesday as they
look to reach the final for
the first time since 2006.

Villa boost top five bid, Southampton beaten at Leicester

Rabada 
suspended for
recreational

drug use
J O H A N N E S B U R G
(Agencies): The South
Africa fast bowler Kagiso
Rabada has revealed he is
serving a provisional sus-
pension after testing posi-
tive for a recreational drug.
Rabada, who sits second in
the International Cricket
Council Test bowling rank-
ings, returned home after
playing two matches with
Gujarat Titans in the Indian
Premier League last month.

The Titans said at the
time he had done so to tend
to an “important personal
matter” and the 29-year-
old disclosed this was due
to returning an adverse
analytical finding for a
recreational substance.

Rabada, who is due to
lead South Africa’s attack
in the World Test
Championship final at
Lord’s next month,
expressed his regret at his
actions and is already
looking at drawing a line
under the incident
although it is unclear
when he will be able to
resume his career.

“I am deeply sorry to
all those that I have let
down,” he said in a state-
ment released by the
South African Cricketers’
Association, the country’s
players’ union. “I will
never take the privilege of
playing cricket for grant-
ed. This privilege is much
larger than me. It goes
beyond my personal aspi-
rations. I am serving a
provisional suspension
and I am looking forward
to returning to the game I
love playing.

“This moment will not
define me. I will keep
doing what I have always
done, continuously work-
ing hard and playing with
passion and devotion to
my craft.” Rabada under-
lined his status as South
Africa’s pace spearhead
and one of the world’s
finest bowlers when he
became the quickest to
reach 300 Test wickets in
terms of balls bowled in
October last year. He
briefly shot back up to the
top of the ICC’s Test
bowling standings, having
first gone to the summit in
January 2018, but he has
since been leapfrogged by
India’s Jasprit Bumrah.

Rabada has taken 327
wickets at an average of
22 from 70 Tests while he
has amassed a further 168
dismissals in 108 ODIs
and 71 wickets in 65 T20
internationals.

Quetta Gladiators edge
Islamabad United in
PSL last-over thriller

Aston Villa’s Youri Tielemans scores their first goal past Fulham’s Bernd
Leno during their Premier League match.

THYON: France's Lenny Martinez (L) sprints against Italy’s Lorenzo Fortunato (R) during the
fourth stage of the Tour of Romandie.

Martinez seizes 
Tour de Romandie

lead with stage 4 win

Maryam to represent Pakistan
in U-17 Athletics C’ship

O’Sullivan eyes Middle East
move after semi-final blow

National Women’s T20 
tournament to begin on Wednesday

LAHORE: Mohammad Nawaz hit five sixes in his 34-ball 49.
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Court sentenced

criminals 
in murder case

RAWALPINDI  (APP):
A local court has sen-
tenced two criminals in
a case of murder and
injury, collectively to
life imprisonment, a fine
of Rs. 1500,000.0.
According to details, the
court found two individ-
uals convicted in a mur-
der and injury case. The
accused, Qamar Ali, was
sentenced to life impris-
onment and a fine of Rs.
500,000.0 for murder,
while the other accused,
Jaafar, received four
years of imprisonment
and Rs.100,000.0 surety
for causing injury. The
criminals had opened
fire during a minor
clash, resulting in the
death of Mahmood
Hussain and injuring
another individual,
Miskin. The case was
registered in May 2023
at Rawat Police Station.
Appreciating the SSP
Investigation and the
legal teams, CPO Syed
Khalid Hamdani said
that criminals involved
in serious crimes cannot
escape the grips of law.

Police busted
gang involved in

robbery
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police have arrested six
members gang  involved
in a major robbery at a
Chinese call center,
recovering stolen items
worth Rs 8.5 million in
the jurisdiction of
Sadiqabad. According to
police spokesman, the
gang members were
identified as Abdul
Wajid, Wasim, Bilal, Ali,
Abdul Aziz, and
Muhammad Mirza had
broken into the call cen-
ter a few days ago by
smashing its windows.
They stole 95 laptops and
printers during the rob-
bery. With the help of
CCTV footage and intel-
ligence reports, police
were able to track down
and arrest the gang mem-
bers. All stolen items
have been recovered.
City Police Officer
(CPO) Syed Khalid
Hamdani praised the
efforts of SP Rawal
Muhammad Haseeb
Raja, SDPO New Town
Circle, and the Sadiqabad
police team. He said
ensuring the safety of cit-
izens and their property is
the police’s top priority,
and all necessary steps
are being taken to prevent
such crimes.

IRSA releases
190,200 cusecs

water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Saturday released
190,200 cusecs water
from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
236,700 cusecs.
According to the data
released by IRSA, the
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1435.66 feet which
was 33.66 feet higher
than dead level of
1402.00 feet. Water
inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded as
83,800 cusecs and
55,000 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1134.80 feet,
which was 84.80 feet
higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of
water was recorded
50,100 cusecs and
32,000 cusecs respec-
tively. The release of
water at Kalabagh,
Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as
102,700, 48,100, 37,800
and 9,800 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
36,700 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 55,100 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.

7 liquor suppliers
nabbed during

crackdown
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police have arrested
seven liquor suppliers
and recovered 40 liters
of liquor from their pos-
session during crack-
down here Saturday.
According to police
spokesman, Bani police
recovered have held four
liquor suppliers, Imran,
Hamza, Asif and
Muhammad Asif and
recovered 25 liquor from
their possession. 
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson Peace and
Culture Organization,
Mushaal Hussein Mullick,
on Saturday, said that
India's attempts to blame
Pakistan for a fake opera-
tion had failed as Indian
terrorism was being con-
demned globally. 

Addressing a news con-
ference here, she, the wife
of detained Hurriyet Leader
Yasin Malik, said that the
international community
globally and Indian people
inside condemned the
Indian government as well.

She said the Indian gov-
ernment was perpetrating
atrocities and bloodshed
against the innocent
Kashmiri people, who were
continuing their struggle
just for the right of self-
determination. 

“Kashmiris are paying a
heavy price for India's false
flag operation in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu

and Kashmir (IIOJK),” the
chairperson added.

Mushaal Mullick
stressed that every
Kashmiri was facing
oppression and barbarism,
stating that the economy,
tourism and agriculture of
IIOJK were being destroyed
ruthlessly by India. 

She urged the interna-
tional community to take
notice of the gruesome
human rights violations
committed by India and
demanded that RSS be
banned immediately. India
was involved in State ter-
rorism and genocide of the
oppressed Kashmiri people,
she emphasised. 

She said that Kashmiris
were being arrested and
martyred while the Indian
government was not ready
to make concessions to
anyone, despite that
Kashmiris were continuing
their indigenous movement
till a logical conclusion and

India had no courage to
suppress the freedom strug-
gle in that regard.  

The chairperson
expressed her commit-
ment that at this time, we
were fully supporting the
Pakistan armed forces,
who were ready to strong-
ly respond to Indian
aggression and misadven-
ture in a befitting and
decisive manner. 

Mushaal Mullick said
that China had announced
to stand with Pakistan, and
Bangladesh had already
given a befitting and strap-
ping reply to India. 

She said that Kashmiris
have the right to IIOJK’s
rivers, but not India, and
they were breathing for
Pakistan. 

Responding to a ques-
tion, she said there was a
need to be careful while
using social media and
other social networking
accounts.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: PPP
Human Rights Cell
President ex Senator
Farhatullah Babar has
expressed grave concern
over the Mines and
Minerals Bill in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as a blatant
attempt by the federation to
usurp, in violation of the
Constitution, the provincial
mineral resources.

This he said today while
addressing a seminar on
federalism under the aus-
pices of Peshawar Literary
Festival in Peshawar today. 

He demanded answers to
three questions. One, what
mineral exploitation proj-
ects have already been
undertaken by the federal
government subsidiaries in
the merged districts due to
which these areas have
been kept separate from the

rest of the province in the
Bill until December 2030?

Two, what are the so
called ‘strategic minerals’
over which the provincial
government shall have little
say to exploit?

Three, what is the ration-
ale of a federal mineral
body to impose unsolicited
‘advice’ to the provincial
mineral department?

He said that
Pakhtunkhwa province was
being treated most unfairly
as its share in the NFC was
not revised upward after the
merger of the tribal districts
and the consequent increase
in the province’ population,
a major determinant of the
NFC Award. 

He said that the integrity
of the federation was not
served by the setting up of
extra constitutional bodies
with the centre’s domi-
nance to oversee economic

development and other
issues that fall exclusively
within the domain of
provinces under the 18th
Amendments.

He said that federal par-
liamentary system was
threatened by the continu-
ing disregard for the
Constitution and trichoto-
my of powers, blatantly
manipulating the mandate
of people and power trans-
fer, the rise of the de-facto
government sidelining the
de-jure government, elite
capture of state resources,
populism, political polar-
ization and fake news. 

He also called upon the
political parties to put their
own house in order to con-
front these emerging chal-
lenges to the federal system
in addition to raising of
voice by the civil society
against the strident milita-
rization of state and society.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senate Chairman Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani has
said serving humanity
strengthens compassion
and empathy in society and
plays a vital role in building
a better future for all.

He made these remarks
while delivering the keynote
address as the chief guest at
the Rotary International
District Conference 2025.
Gilani praised the humani-
tarian contributions of
Rotary International in
Pakistan and around the
world, said a news release.

Welcoming District
Governor Rizwan Adhia,
ambassadors, Rotary mem-
bers and other distin-
guished guests, Gilani said,
“It is a great honour for me
to be here this evening.
Today, we are not just cele-
brating an organization, we
are honoring a century-long
legacy of revolutionary
service. We pay tribute to
those who live by Rotary’s
enduring motto: ‘Service
Above Self.”

He lauded the Rotary
International’s extensive
humanitarian work, noting
that from Pakistan’s bustling
cities to the remotest parts of
Africa, Rotary has built a
powerful network of com-
passion. “Rotary’s greatest

success lies not only in its 1.5
million members, but in its
tireless efforts to make the
world a better place,” he said.

Highlighting the organi-
zation’s contribution to
national development,
Gilani said that Rotary’s
mission aligns with
Pakistan’s goals of sustain-
able development and
inclusive growth. He espe-
cially praised its support in
the fight against polio, call-
ing it a near victory and
urging continued efforts to
make Pakistan polio-free.
Gilani also highlighted the
“Smart Villages” initiative,
which is transforming lives
through solar energy, clean
water, and rural healthcare. 

He applauded Rotary’s
youth leadership programs,
which are shaping future
innovators among Pakistan’s
large young population. He
appreciated projects such as
the partnership with
Ziauddin Hospital to provide
heart surgeries for under-
privileged children.

The Chairman Senate
said, “I belong to South
Punjab and have seen first-
hand the deep inequalities
that still exist—the children
without schools, mothers
without healthcare, and
farmers battling famine.
These are not just numbers;

they are our people.”
He recalled his tenure as

Prime Minister, during
which the uplift of underde-
veloped regions and
empowerment of marginal-
ized communities, especial-
ly women, was a key prior-
ity. “I take pride in launch-
ing the Benazir Income
Support Programme
(BISP), a globally recog-
nized initiative that has pro-
vided hope, financial assis-
tance, and dignity to mil-
lions,” he added.

Gilani expressed interest
in potential collaboration
between Rotary and BISP
to further enhance commu-
nity welfare and sustainable
grassroots development.
“Together, we can create a
legacy that will benefit gen-
erations,” he added.

He pledged full support
for expanding Rotary’s
work—whether in eradi-
cating polio, improving
education, or advancing
clean energy. “Through
legislation and policymak-
ing, we will back every ini-
tiative that ensures inclu-
sive development,
women’s empowerment,
digital innovation, and
environmental sustainabili-
ty,” he said, adding that
social development is a
shared responsibility.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi visited the
National Police Bureau
(NPB) and called for an
urgent action plan to mod-
ernize the institution in
line with contemporary
policing needs. 

Chairing a high-level
meeting on police reforms,
the minister emphasized the
strategic importance of the
NPB in improving the
national policing system.

During the visit, Naqvi
noted that the bureau has
not received adequate
attention in the past and
stressed that it must now be
revitalized to play a central
role in shaping policing
policy, reforms, and coordi-
nation among law enforce-

ment agencies across the
country.

"The National Police
Bureau has a vital role in
developing effective polic-
ing strategies nationwide. It
must serve as a key institu-
tion for policy develop-
ment, reform initiatives,
and inter-agency collabora-
tion," said the minister.

He directed that the NPB
redefine its objectives and
submit a comprehensive
action plan on an emer-
gency basis. To enhance
research and analysis capa-
bilities, Naqvi instructed
the immediate procurement
of advanced software that
would allow in-depth
analysis of crime trends
across various regions of
the country.

In addition, the interior
minister emphasized
improving the process for
issuing police character
certificates, directing that it
be streamlined and expedit-
ed. He also called for
strengthening international
cooperation and recom-
mended that more officers
be sent abroad for training
and postings to gain global
exposure.

Inspector General Abdul
Khaliq Sheikh, Director
General of the National
Police Bureau, gave a
detailed briefing on the
bureau’s current functions
and challenges. He agreed
that the NPB deserves more
attention and development
to fulfil its critical mandate
effectively.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Communications Abdul
Aleem Khan here on
Saturday visited the
Headquarters of National
Highway Authority (NHA)
where he inspected various
departments and chaired a
high-level meeting. 

The minister issued
directives to expedite the
pace of development proj-
ects in the NHA’s Western
Sector including the
Karachi-Quetta N-25 high-
way and accelerate the
pace of work to complete it
as early as possible, said a
press release.

He emphasized the need
to improve the existing
procedures within the
NHA to enhance efficiency
and productivity. To this

end, Federal Minister
Abdul Aleem Khan
assigned the task of
reforming the system to the
Secretary Communications
and the Chairman NHA. 

The meeting reviewed
various institutional mat-
ters while the Federal
Minister instructed that
project presentations be
prepared in more profes-
sional manner by National
Highway Authority keep-
ing it crystal clear and of
high-quality. 

Abdul Aleem Khan fur-
ther directed the NHA to
outsource its marketing
and image-building func-
tions to enhance public
perception. He stressed
that National Highways
should reflect excellence
and aesthetic appeal, pro-

viding a visibly improved
experience for travelers.
He also instructed that hor-
ticulture services be
engaged by professional
firms to enhance the beau-
tification of areas sur-
rounding of National
Highways. 

The minister urged upon
citizens to cooperate with
the NHA by contributing
to cleanliness efforts.

The high-level meeting
was attended by the
Federal Secretary for
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Chairman NHA and other
senior officers who briefed
the Federal Minister on
ongoing and proposed
projects especially of West
Sector while importance
decisions were also
approved in this session.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Inspector General
of Islamabad Police
Operations Muhammad
Jawad Tariq credited effec-
tive digitalization,
advanced monitoring, and
enhanced patrol operations
for the city's 20% crime
rate reduction in 2025 and
confidently expects
Islamabad to become one
of the safest cities as the
trend continues.

In an exclusive conver-
sation with a private news
channel, Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) of
Islamabad highlighted the
success of digitalization
and patrol operations, stat-
ing that the 20% decline in
crime rate reflects
improved policing.

The DIG attributed the
significant drop in crime
incidents to effective
strategies and enhanced
law enforcement measures,
expressing confidence that
the trend would continue,
making Islamabad one of
the safest cities. According
to the World Safety Index
2025 published by
Numbeo, Islamabad has
achieved a notable ranking
among the top 100 safest
cities globally, outpacing
prominent capitals such as
London, New York, and
Paris, he added. Jawad

Tariq further explained that
Islamabad elaborated on
the city's comprehensive
safety measures, highlight-
ing the deployment of
petroleum plans tailored
for different areas. 

Additionally, Dolphin
squads and city watchers
have been stationed in
markets to maintain vigi-
lance. Trail petroleum
teams have also been
assigned to monitor and
protect hawkers, ensuring
their safety, he added. The
DIG also emphasized the
role of digitalization in
enhancing city safety,
introducing virtual patrol
officers to monitor the
city's security landscape.

Advanced crime predic-
tion models have been
developed to anticipate and
prevent gang-related
crimes, contributing signif-
icantly to Islamabad's safe
city initiatives. These mul-
tifaceted strategies have
collectively contributed to
the city's improved safety
record, the DIG noted.

DIG Islamabad also
commended the govern-
ment's proactive steps in
supporting law enforcement
initiatives, acknowledging
the crucial role of collabo-
rative efforts in enhancing
public safety and reducing
crime rates in the city.

RAWALPINDI: Aview of banners install on Muree road street light pole in favour of Pak Army. ––INP Photo

ISLAMABAD: A worker busy planting saplings at a local nursery near H-9
in the Federal Capital. ––APP Photo

Mian Riaz
Pirzada visits
E-Khidmat

Markaz
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Housing
and Works, Mian Riaz
Hussain Pirzada inspected
the E-Khidmat Markaz in
Bahawalpur, where he was
given a comprehensive brief-
ing by the Manager, Syed
Abdul Ahad Gardezi, about
its operations and services,
said a press release issued
here on Saturday.

Talking to media persons
on the occasion, the federal
minister said that E-
Khidmat Markaz
Bahawalpur was epitome of
PML-N Government’s
vision of facilitating mass-
es. He added that transpar-
ent and swift working at E-
Khidmat Markaz has
impressed him. Minister
said that Government of
Punjab and Punjab
Information Technology
Board deserve commenda-
tion for establishing such a
facility through which thou-
sands of people were bene-
fiting daily in Bahawalpur.

He further said that he
would instruct Director
General Passports to estab-
lish a passport desk at E-
Khidmat Markaz
Bahawalpur to divide the
flux of passport applicants
at existing passport office
Bahawalpur. Federal
Minister also indicated that
facilities related to
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Higher Education
Commission would be
started at E-Khidmat
Markaz Bahawalpur. He
appreciated Manager and
his team for providing
quality services to the peo-
ple of Bahawalpur. Federal
Minister Mian Riaz
Hussain Pirzada also plant-
ed a sapling in the lawn of
E-Khidmat Markaz
Bahawalpur.

Over 20,000
challan tickets

issued
RAWALPINDI (APP): The
City Traffic Police (CTP)
Rawalpindi has intensified
its campaign to improve
road safety and enforce
traffic laws across the city.

As part of the drive, over
20,000 motorcyclists were
fined for not wearing hel-
mets, according to Chief
Traffic Officer (CTO)
Beenish Fatima. CTO said
that there is also made sig-
nificant progress in licens-
ing facilities. A total of
23,903 citizens received
fresh driving licenses,
while 123,067 people were
provided with other
license-related facilities.

To promote awareness,
the Education Wing of the
City Traffic Police educat-
ed over 5,000 people last
month. Awareness sessions
were held in schools, col-
leges, universities, bus
stands, and other public
areas to spread knowledge
about traffic rules and safe
driving habits. CTO
Beenish Fatima said that
2,955 challan tickets were
issued to underage drivers
and 10,810 challan tickets
were issued to drivers for
reckless driving.

Similarly, 3758 challan
tickets were issued to tinted
glasses vehicles. Beenish
Fatima said that 5,829 chal-
lan tickets have been issued
for disrupting traffic flow.
CTO told that 2474 Public
Service Vehicle (PSVs)
were issued challan tickets.
Without fitness certificate
some 1,042 vehicles were
also issued challan tickets.
She added that 4020 chal-
lan tickets were issued on
Lane/Line violations. She
told that 19,246 challan
tickets were issued to driv-
ers without driving license
and 24,485 challan tickets
were issued to drivers who
had fancy number plates.

Indian terrorism
being condemned
globally: Mushaal

Naqvi calls for urgent
reforms at National

Police Bureau

Minister directs NHA to 
accelerate development projects

Crime rate
down by 20% in
Islamabad: DIG

ANF launches
crackdown

against 
smugglers

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) has conducted a
series of successful opera-
tions against drug smug-
gling across various cities
in the country here
Saturday. During four sep-
arate operations, a total of
five suspects, including
two women, were arrested.

These operations result-
ed in the recovery of over
41 kilograms of narcotics,
with an estimated value of
approximately Rs 15.4 mil-
lion. The ANF apprehended
three suspects, including
two women riding a motor-
cycle in Lahore Wahga
Area. The confiscated sub-
stances included 870 grams
of hashish, 320 ice, and 47
grams of opium.

A separate operation led
to the recovery of 2 kilo-
grams of drugs from a sus-
pect in Lahore Shahdara
Kala Khatai Road.

At a courier office, ANF
intercepted a parcel des-
tined for Saudi Arabia
from Lahore Kot Lakhpat
seizing 28 kilograms of
drugs. ANF recovered 10
kilograms of drugs from a
suspect in Quetta (Baleli
Road near Railway
Station. The cases have
been registered against all
arrested suspects under the
Anti-Narcotics Act and
further investigations are
currently underway.

Farhatullah expresses
concern over Mines and

Minerals Bill in KP

Serving humanity 
key to compassionate

society: Gilani



PAKTIA (TOLOnews): A
number of education work-
ers and residents of
Mirzaka district in Paktia
province are praising the
efforts of a teacher named
Nouruddin Samin, who
dedicated nearly three
decades to strengthening
education in the area.

Residents of Mirzaka
say that others should also
contribute to the develop-
ment of education in their
own communities.

Waheed Gul, a teacher,
told TOLOnews about
Nouruddin Samim’s contri-
butions: “We are very
proud of him. No one has
served like he has in the
Andawam and Karkin areas

of Mirzaka district.”
Abdul Rahim Khil,

another resident of
Mirzaka, said: “The girls’
school in Mirzaka exists
because of him. In our area,
education was almost non-
existent. When he came, he
made tireless efforts to
improve education.”

Dawood Khan, principal
of Andawam High School,
told TOLOnews: “Back
then, access to books and
notebooks wasn’t easy.
People were in poor eco-
nomic condition, but he
made use of the limited
local resources.”

Nouruddin Samim, 78, is
a resident of the Karkin
Valley in Mirzaka district,
Paktia. He said he has spent
much of his life serving
education and nurturing the
younger generation.

“In 1993 (1372 solar
year), we began informally,
and in 1994 (1373 solar
year), we officially started
the school. At first, in
Karkin, we enrolled 240
male students in grades
one, two, and three,” he
added.

Nearly three decades
ago, in 1994, at a time

when Afghanistan was
engulfed in civil war,
Samim opened the doors to
education in Mirzaka with
minimal resources. He offi-
cially retired in 2018 (1397
solar year) and now lives
with his family in Gardez,
the capital of Paktia
province.

There is growing public
demand to rename Karkin
High School in Mirzaka
district in his honor.
However, Samim’s own
wish is to be laid to rest in
the school compound that
he helped build.

Land declared state property
KABUL (Pajhwok): The Ministry of Justice
(MoJ) has declared 175.5 acres of land in the
Mullah Izzat Township in the Paghman dis-
trict of Kabul a state property. The Special
Court for trying land-grab cases in the
Central Zone ruled the land in question
belonged to the Islamic Emirate, MoJ said in
a statement. It explained the Land-Grab
Prevention Commission had previously
reviewed the status of more than 223 acres
of land in the same area.

7 killed, 10 hurt in accident
KABUL (Pajhwok): At least seven people
have been killed and 10 others injured in a
traffic accident in central Maidan Wardak
province. According to a statement from the
provincial police headquarters, the incident
occurred on Friday evening when two vehi-
cles collided on the Kabul-Kandahar high-
way in the Sayedabad district. Among the
deceased were three children and two
women. The injured were transported to the
district hospital for medical treatment.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

Zulqaidah 05, 1446 — Sunday, May 04, 2025

The Frontier Post

KABUL (BNA): Mullah
Nooruddin Turabi, the head
of the Afghanistan National
Disaster Management
Authority (ANDMA), con-
vened a meeting with Susan
Saad, the coordinator of the
Temporary Shelter Cluster
from the International
Organization for Migration
(IOM), and other interna-
tional officials to address
the urgent needs of deport-
ed migrants.

During the discussions,
Mullah Nooruddin Turabi

highlighted the significant
rise in deportations, leading
to the establishment of 12
dedicated committees
aimed at tackling migrant
issues. He emphasized the
ANDMA’s role in provid-
ing assistance at the
Torkham and Spin Boldak
borders, where many
migrants enter the country.

“To ensure that aid is
effective, it must align with
local needs and culture,”
Turabi stated, advocating
for consultation in the dis-

tribution of assistance.
Susan Saad and her team

underscored the importance
of collaboration with aid
agencies, noting that recent
agreements have stream-
lined the delivery of essen-
tial services to migrants ac-
ross various border points.

The temporary shelter
cluster coordinators echoed
Turabi’s call for enhanced
cooperation among part-
ners to better support
affected individuals and
those in need.

M A Z A R - I - S H A R I F
(Pajhwok): A 40-megawatt
solar power generation
plant is being established at
a cost of 28 million US dol-
lars in Dehdadi district of
northern Balkh province,
an official announced on
Saturday. The plant is being
established on 250 acres of
land in Breshana Kot area
of the district.

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny marking the beginning
of the project, Director of
Da Afghanistan Breshna
Shirkat Abdul Bari Omar
said that once completed,
the project would resolve
electricity issues for thou-
sands of households as well
as hundreds of industrial
and production companies.

He said efforts were
ongoing to utilise various
energy sources in the coun-
try, including water, coal,
wind and solar energy.

He added the project was
funded by the Ghazanfar
Group and implemented
with technical support from

Zulrstan Company.
The head of the private

company stated that 28 mil-
lion US dollars would be
spent on the project, which
covers 250 acres of land and
was expected to be complet-
ed within two years.

The 40-megawatt solar
plant will provide electrici-
ty to 40,000 households

and meet the power needs
of 1,200 industrial and
manufacturing factories.

He also expressed readi-
ness to make further invest-
ments in solar and hydro-
electric energy if
favourable conditions are
provided in the country.

Meanwhile, Deputy
Minister of Industry and

Commerce Ahmadullah
Zahid assured full support
to investors and called on
Afghan entrepreneurs liv-
ing abroad to return and
invest inside the country.

Last week, construction
work was kicked off on a
similar solar power net-
work in eastern Nangarhar
province.

KABUL (Pajhwok): The
prices of cooking oil, flour,
sugar and gold declined,
but rates of other food
items stayed stable during
the outgoing week in
Kabul, market sources said
on Saturday.

Food items
Zmarai Safi, head of the

Food Traders’ Association,
said the price of a 49-kilo-
gram bag of Indian sugar
went down from 2,550afs
to 2,500afs.

Likewise, the price of a
49-kilogram sack of
Kazakh flour decreased
from 1,350afs to 1,300afs
and a 16-litre bottle of
Malaysian cooking from
1,700afs to 1,650afs.

The price of a 24-kg bag
of Pakistani rice remained
unchanged at 2,600afs, a
kilogram of African black

tea at 400afs and the same
amount of Indonesian green
tea at 350afs.

Hamid Sufizada, a retail-
er at Dahna-i-Bagh market,
put the retail price of a 49-
kg bag of Kazakh flour at
1,350afs, a 24-kg bag of
Pakistani rice at 2,650afs
and a 49-kg sack of Indian
sugar at 2,550afs.

A 16-litre bottle of cook-
ing oil accounted for
1,700afs, one kilogram of
black tea for 400afs and the
same quantity of green tea
for 450afs, he added.

Gold prices down
Mohammad Fawad, a

jeweller in Timor Shahi
area, said the price of one
gram of Arabian gold
decreased from 6,100afs to
5,950afs and the same
amount of the Russian vari-
ety fell from 5,000afs to

4,700afs.
Fuel prices
A worker at the

Ahmadyar pump station
told Pajhwok one litre of
petrol cost 61afs while liq-
uefied gas sold for 50afs.

He put the price of one
kilogram of diesel at 58afs.

Afghani vs dollar
Haji Mohammad Hussa-

in, owner of the Sadaqat
Money Exchange Service,
said the local currency
strengthened during the
week as one US dollar was
traded at 70.70afs and 1,000
Pakistani rupees at 245afs.

During the previous
week, one US dollar
accounted for 71.20afs and
1,000 Pakistani rupees
247afs. The spike in the
afghani value is essentially
linked to periodic dollar
auctions by the central bank.

KABUL (Pajhwok):
Japan’s Ambassador in
Kabul Takayoshi Kuromiya
has reaffirmed his country’s
commitment to supporting
Afghan families.

Kormaya and the United
Nations World Food Prog-
ramme (WFP) Country
Director Mutinta Chimuka
visited a clinic in Kabul.

Hundreds of pregnant
and breastfeeding mothers
and their children were
receiving life-saving nutri-
tion services at the clinic,
WFP said.

A statement from the
organisation said the visit
highlighted Japan’s strong
and steadfast commitment
to WFP’s operations in
Afghanistan, where nearly

one third of the population
is in need of emergency
food assistance.

“It was heartbreaking to
see a number of Afghan
mothers and children suf-
fering from malnutrition,
but it was also encouraging
to see the work done by
WFP and its partners to
provide critical assistance
to them and improve their
nutrition and health,” said
Ambassador Takayoshi
Kuromiya.

“The government of
Japan remains committed
to help Afghan families
through the crisis.”

WFP’s Deputy Country
Director Harald Mannhardt
said: “Women and girls
continue to bear the brunt

of the crisis in Afghanistan,
which is currently witness-
ing the highest levels of
child malnutrition in recent
history.”

She said: “Only thanks
to the generosity of partners
like the government of
Japan, can World Food
Programme (WFP) still
support women and chil-
dren across the country
despite critical funding
shortfalls.”

Last year, WFP support-
ed three million children
and 1.8 million pregnant
and breastfeeding mothers
with malnutrition treatment
or prevention services
across the country.

The government of
Japan has been a steadfast

supporter to WFP’s mission
in Afghanistan.

Since 2021, Japan has
contributed US$93 million
towards WFP’s emergency
food assistance, nutrition
and school meals pro-
grammes.

After the devastating
earthquake that struck the
west of the country in
October 2023, Japan also
provided US$1 million for
immediate emergency
response for the affected
population.

Earlier, World Food Pro-
gramme had warned that
Afghanistan remained at
high risk of malnutrition
and called for continued fi-
nancial support to save the
lives of Afghan children.

KABUL (Pajhwok): The
United Nations emphasizes
that journalists should be
able to report freely and
“without fear or discrimina-
tion” across the world,
while the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) says
it supports all media outlets
that operate within the
framework of Sharia.

May 3 marks World
Press Freedom Day.

Habib Ghafran, spokes-
man for the Ministry of
Information and Culture of
Afghanistan, said in an
audio message that the
IEA, recognizing the
importance of media, sup-
ports all media outlets that
operate within the frame-
work of Islamic Sharia.

He said that over the past
few years, the Ministry of
Information and Culture

had extensive cooperation
with the media, citing as an
example the issuance of
licenses to 15 new media
outlets last year alone.

He also added that the
ministry supports all media
that broadcast responsibly
and urges all media outlets
to operate in a responsible
manner.

On this occasion, UN
Secretary-General António
Guterres said that the free-
dom of the people is tied to
the freedom of the press,
and that journalists should
be able to report “without
fear or discrimination”
throughout the world.

He added that journalism
is increasingly under threat,
and journalists face risks
such as attacks, arrests,
censorship, violence, and
even death.

“World Press Freedom
Day stands as a crucial
reminder of the essential
role journalists and media
play in Afghanistan. They
are the foundation of an
informed and vibrant socie-
ty, and their role must be
protected,” said Roza Otun-
bayeva, Special Represen-
tative of the UN Secretary-
General in Afghanistan.

“A diverse and healthy
media sector is indispensa-
ble in ensuring transparen-
cy, public trust, and good
governance. But in
Afghanistan we are seeing
the steady erosion of a free
and independent media,”
said Otunbayeva.

Afghanistan’s media
sector has been hit by a
sharp decline in revenue
linked to the country’s eco-
nomic crisis, which has

forced numerous outlets to
close.

Afghanistan is also not
immune to the challenges
brought by the rapid advan-
cement of Artificial Intell-
igence (AI), the theme for
2025’s World Press Freed-
om Day commemorations.

“AI presents significant
risks: it can be misused to
reproduce misinformation,
spread disinformation,
amplify hate speech, enable
new forms of censorship
and surveillance of journal-
ists and citizens, creating a
chilling effect on freedom
of expression,” said
UNESCO Representative
in Afghanistan, Patricia
McPhillips.

“This means national
and international coopera-
tion is all the more essen-
tial,” said McPhillips.

KABUL (TOLOnews): Af-
ghan migrants deported fr-
om neighbor country, after
enduring years of hardship
in exile, are now facing
severe challenges in their
own country, including lack
of shelter and employment.

International organiza-
tions have warned that mil-
lions of dollars are needed
to support these families.

Sardar Wali, who recent-
ly returned to Afghanistan

with his family, said he
came back to escape
harassment by the neighbor
country government, but
now has no place to live.

“We had lived in that
country for fifty years. We
didn’t want to return bec-
ause we had no land or she-
lter here,” he told
TOLOnews. “Now condi-
tions there are no longer
good. We’re living in camps
here, and we don’t know

where we’re going next.”
Sardar Wali is just one

among hundreds of thou-
sands of returnees now fac-
ing uncertainty in their
homeland. Other deported
migrants have also called
on the government and aid
agencies to provide job
opportunities and proper
housing.

Anwar, another depor-
tee, said: “There’s loss on
every side of this issue.

Now that we’ve returned,
we’re confused about what
to do. We have neither land
nor shelter, and we don’t
know where to go.”

Adam Khan, also depo-
rted from neighbor country,
said: “We need a shelter
and food. It was a difficult
journey to Kabul. Along the
way, police took money
from us at several points.”

Meanwhile, the United
Nations High Commis-

sioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) reported that
more than 144,000 Afghan
migrants were deported
from neighbor country just
last month.

The WFP has also
warned that at least $25
million is needed to assist
deported returnees through
the end of this year.

“WFP requires around
$25 million to continue
assisting returnees through

the end of the year. We call
on all our partners to stand
by the Afghan people and
support WFP’s efforts,”
said Ziauddin Safi, WFP’s
communications officer in
Afghanistan.

The mass return of migr-
ants has added to Afgh-
anistan’s already strained
economy. However, the
caretaker government says
it has plans in place to
address the situation.

HERAT CITY (Pajhwok):
In the central prison of
western Herat province, a
place often associated with
“privations and imprison-
ment,” dozens of inmates
are not only learning skills
through technical and voca-
tional training programmes
but are also earning an
income from their work.

These prisoners say
although their days and
nights are spent in captivity,
they are grateful for the
opportunity to learn differ-
ent vocations.

They explain their daily
engagement in acquiring
new skills had made the
long days in prison feel

much shorter.
Ismatullah, who has

been in prison for over two
years, has received training
in leather crafting and now
produces items that are not
confined to buyers inside
the jail. He said,
“Customers from outside
the prison also place orders
with me, and I deliver the
designs they prefer.”

Ismatullah spends his
days in prison busy with
this craft and hopes after
his release, he will be able
to earn an income through
this skill for himself and his
family.

According to him, he
works daily from dawn to

dusk, and it takes one to
two days to make a bag.

Payam Shah, another
prisoner responsible for the
sewing section, said many
inmates were learning tai-
loring in this section.

He added he and trainees
stitched seven to ten suits
daily, with many of their
customers being govern-
ment employees and indi-
viduals released from jail.

In the prison’s pastry-
making section, Zubair and
11 other prisoners prepare
20 to 30 kilograms of pas-
tries daily, which are sold
inside the jail.

According to Zubair, one
kilogram of pastry is sold

for 50 to 60 afghanis and the
contracting company pays
prisoners working in this
section between 200 to 500
afghanis a week in wages.

Prison or skill develop-
ment centre?

Officials say prisoners
are currently engaged in
skill development and work
across 12 industrial sec-
tions of the prison. They are
also working to establish
more sections to provide
additional educational and
learning opportunities for
inmates.

Khadim Noor Omar, the
head of the industrial sec-
tion at Herat prison, said
over a hundred prisoners

were active in various sec-
tions, including carpet
weaving, pastry making,
beadwork, leather crafting,
tailoring, boot making and
other fields.

He added the number of
participants in the voca-
tions was expected to
increase in the near future.

Omar believed skill acq-
uisition opportunities help-
ed prisoners find employ-
ment upon their release,
thereby reducing the likeli-
hood of them resorting to
criminal activities due to.

Meanwhile, Sharafuddin
Mukhlis, the general direc-
tor of Herat prison, said all
inmates were currently

engaged in attending train-
ing courses.

Prisoners attend educa-
tional classes in a variety of
fields, ranging from reli-
gious studies to vocational
skills. In this way, they stay
positively engaged and
continue learning.

Mukhlis added there
were currently no unem-
ployed prisoners at Herat
jail, as all of them specific
daily tasks and responsibil-
ities to discharge.

According to informa-
tion from prison authori-
ties, more than 2,500 inm-
ates, including women and
children, are currently held
in the Herat central jail.

Floods ravage
farmland

and homes
BADAKHSHAN (BNA):
Heavy rainfall triggered
flash floods in Badak-
hshan’s Jurm district,
inflicting significant finan-
cial losses and damaging
vital infrastructure, local
officials said.

Mawlawi Mohammad
Akram Akbari, the head of
the Natural Disaster
Management Authority in
Badakhshan, told Bakhtar
News Agency that the
floods struck multiple vil-
lages in the district, causing
widespread damage to resi-
dents’ properties and agri-
cultural land.

“Based on initial assess-
ments, the flooding occur-
red in the villages of Khar-
andab, Sanglakh, Dahsa-
ngan, and Soch Payan,”
Akbari said.

He confirmed that the
disaster destroyed hundreds
of acres of farmland, fruit
orchards, irrigation dams,
two water canals, three res-
idential houses, and a
mosque.

Akbari added that com-
prehensive reports from
remote villages and other
parts of the province have
yet to be received, leaving
the full scope of damage
uncertain.

Agri officials
discuss tech

sharing
NANGARHAR (BNA):
Deputy ministers from the
agriculture ministries of
Afghanistan and Uzbe-
kistan visited key agricul-
tural and livestock facilities
in Afghanistan’s eastern
Nangarhar province.

According to the
Nangarhar Directorate of
Agriculture, Irrigation, and
Livestock’s media office,
the visiting delegation
included Mullah Agha Jan,
the financial and adminis-
trative deputy minister of
the Afghan Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation, and
Livestock, and Abduz-
okirov Jamshid, deputy
minister of agriculture from
Uzbekistan.

The delegation toured
multiple sites, including the
Darunta hydroelectric dam,
Habib Hassam’s poultry
farm, drip irrigation sys-
tems in local orchards, the
National Fruit Complex,
and the Shisham Bagh
Research Center. During
the visit, Nangarhar agri-
culture officials briefed the
delegation on the opera-
tions and significance of
these facilities.

Officials from both
sides held talks focused on
expanding cooperation in
agriculture, sharing techni-
cal expertise, equipping
laboratories, improving
staff capacity, and
strengthening public-pri-
vate partnerships between
the two nations.

The Uzbek side expre-
ssed readiness to enhance
bilateral collaboration and
emphasized the need for
both countries to capitalize
on mutual economic oppor-
tunities in the agricultural
sector.

Herat inmates learning skills and earning wages

Afghan media’s role must be
protected: Roza Otunbayeva

$28m solar power plant being
established in Balkh province

Japan renews vow to 
support Afghan families

Deported Afghan migrants face crisis

Support for Afghan
migrants discussed

Prices of some food
items, gold declined

Teacher honored for
opening school in war
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ISLAMABAD: Minister of Irrigation Sindh, Jam Khan Shoro, called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

TEHRAN: Iran has defend-
ed its right to enrich urani-
um, doubling down on a
long-held stance as the next
round of nuclear negotia-
tions with the United States
in Oman were abruptly
delayed. Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi took to
social media on Saturday to
declare, “Iran has every
right to possess the full
nuclear fuel cycle,” refer-
encing the country’s mem-
bership in the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

He added, “There are
several NPT members
which enrich uranium
while wholly rejecting
nuclear weapons,” under-
lining Iran’s argument that
its nuclear activities are
civilian in nature.
“Maximalist positioning
and incendiary rhetoric

achieve nothing except
eroding the chances of suc-
cess,” added Araghchi, in
reference to the US position
that Iran must stop all
enrichment activities.

In a Thursday interview
with Fox News, US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio urged Iran to halt its
enrichment efforts, arguing,
“the only countries in the
world that enrich uranium
are the ones that have
nuclear weapons.”
However, countries like
Germany, Japan and Brazil
also conduct enrichment
without possessing nuclear
arsenals. The comments
come after a fourth round
of indirect talks between
Washington and Tehran,
originally scheduled for
Saturday, was postponed.
Oman, acting as a mediator,

cited “logistical reasons”
for the delay. A new date
remains unconfirmed, with
one Iranian official telling
the Reuters news agency it
would depend on “the US
approach”.

The setback follows a
new wave of US sanctions
tied to Iran’s oil sales and
alleged continued support
for Yemen’s Houthi rebels.
Tehran responded by
accusing Washington of
sending “contradictory
messages” that under-
mined diplomacy. France
added to the uncertainty
earlier this week when
Foreign Minister Jean-
Noel Barrot claimed Iran
was “on the verge of
acquiring nuclear
weapons” – a charge
Tehran dismissed as “sim-
ply absurd”. — Aljazeera

Iran reasserts uranium
enrichment rights

KYIV (AFP): Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zele-
nsky has dismissed a three-
day truce ordered by
Russian leader Vladimir
Putin as theatrics, but said
Kyiv was ready for a full
ceasefire.

Moscow said the truce,
set to coincide with its
World War II commemora-
tions on May 9, was aimed
at testing Kyiv’s “readi-
ness” for long-term peace,
accusing Zelensky of mak-
ing a “direct threat” to
events on the holiday. The
Kremlin rejected an uncon-
ditional 30-day ceasefire
proposed by Kyiv and
Washington in March, and
Putin has since offered little
to end the three-year Russia
invasion.

“This is more of a the-
atrical performance on his
part. Because in two or
three days, it is impossible
to develop a plan for the
next steps to end the war,”
Zelensky said. He was
speaking Friday to a small
group of journalists includ-
ing AFP in remarks embar-
goed until Saturday. Some
in Ukraine have criticized
the truce as an attempt to
prevent Kyiv from disrupt-
ing the World War II
anniversary celebrations,
with foreign leaders due in

Moscow to watch a military
parade on Red Square and
an address by Putin.

Zelensky said Ukraine
would not be “playing
games to create a pleasant
atmosphere to allow for
Putin’s exit from isolation
on 9 May.” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told reporters the ceasefire
was aimed at testing
“Kyiv’s readiness to seek
ways to achieve long-term
sustainable peace.” Russian
shelling killed two people
in Ukraine’s eastern
Donetsk region on
Saturday, while a drone
strike on the southern
Ukrainian city of Kherson
left one other person dead,
regional officials said.

Russian authorities
meanwhile accused
Ukraine of an overnight
attack on the southern port
city of Novorossiysk, dam-
aging apartment buildings
and injuring five people.
Leaders of around 20 coun-
tries, including China’s Xi
Jinping, have accepted
invitations to join the May
9 celebration, according to
the Kremlin. Zelensky said
some countries had
approached Kyiv to warn
they were traveling to
Russia and had requested
safety.

“Our position is very
simple toward all countries
that have traveled or are
traveling to Russia on May
9 — we cannot take respon-
sibility for what is happen-
ing on the territory of the
Russian Federation,” he
said. “They are ensuring
your safety,” Zelensky said,
adding that Russia “may
take various steps on its
part, such as arson, explo-
sions, and so on and then
blame us.” Zelensky did
not say what Ukraine
would do during the truce,
but Russia jumped on the
comments, accusing Kyiv
of making a “direct threat”
to the commemorations.

“He is threatening the
physical safety of veterans
who will come to parades
and celebrations on the holy
day,” foreign ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said on
Telegram. “His statement...
is, of course, a direct threat.”
Russian officials have prom-
ised grand celebrations for
the occasion, during which
Putin will seek to rally sup-
port for his troops fighting in
Ukraine. Russian troops
have been making gruelling
gains on several parts of the
front, as both Moscow and
Kyiv have stepped up their
aerial attacks.

Zelensky says won’t play
Putin ‘games’ with short truce

NEW YORK CITY: UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres on Friday con-
demned repeated Israeli
airstrikes on Syria as well
as growing sectarian vio-
lence around Damascus and
Suwayda. The condemna-
tion came after more than
100 people were killed in
clashes in the Syrian Arab
Republic over the past
week.

The violence has taken
place in two predominantly
Druze suburbs of the capi-
tal, Jaramana and
Ashrafiyat Sahnaya, as well
as in the southern Druze
stronghold of Suwayda.
Guterres “has been moni-
toring with alarm the
reports of violence in the
suburbs of Damascus and
in the south of Syria,
including reports of civilian
casualties and assassination
of local administration fig-
ures,” UN spokesperson
Stephane Dujarric said on
Friday.

The secretary-general
condemned “all violence
against civilians” and acts
that “could risk inflaming
sectarian tensions.” Amid
the sectarian clashes, Israel
launched a series of
airstrikes on Syrian targets,
in what it described as an
attempt to protect the coun-
try’s Druze minority. Early
on Friday, it bombed an
area near the Presidential
Palace in Damascus. Later

that day, it targeted the
Damascus, Hama and
Daraa countryside, killing
one civilian in the former
and injuring four people in
Hama, Syrian state news
agency SANA reported.

Israel acknowledged the
strikes, which it claimed
targeted “a military site,
anti-aircraft cannons and
surface-to-air missile infra-
structure.” It followed a
warning by Tel Aviv earlier
this week that it would
attack sites controlled by
Syria’s new government if
further sectarian clashes
involving the Druze minor-
ity did not stop.

Guterres condemned
Israel’s violation of Syria’s
sovereignty and said it was
“essential” that the attacks
stop. He called on all par-
ties to “cease all hostilities,
exercise utmost restraint
and avoid further escala-
tion.” Syria’s interim
authorities under the gov-
ernment of President
Ahmad Al-Sharaa must
“transparently and openly”
investigate all violations of
peace in a bid to uphold
their commitment to “dia-
logue and cooperation
within the framework of
national unity,” Guterres
added.

On Friday, experts
appointed by the UN
Human Rights Council on
the Commission of Inquiry
on Syria described the

surge in sectarian violence
as “deeply troubling.” The
commission was estab-
lished in 2011, and its three
commissioners serve in an
independent capacity. “The
spread of discriminatory
incitement and hate speech,
including through social
media, is fueling violence
and risks threating Syria’s
fragile social cohesion,” the
commission said on Friday.
“While the situation
remains fluid and an agree-
ment has reportedly been
reached between prominent
leaders in Suwayda and the
authorities in Damascus,
the commission under-
scores that the interim gov-
ernment remains responsi-
ble for ensuring the protec-
tion of all civilians in areas
under its control. Impunity
for grave violations has in
the past been a consistent
driver of Syria’s conflict
and must not be allowed to
persist.”

The commission also
highlighted the risk posed by
Israeli airstrikes, as well as
Tel Aviv’s continued expan-
sion of its occupation in the
Golan Heights. Israel’s atte-
mpts to “divide various Syri-
an communities risks further
destabilizing Syria,” it said.
“Syria’s recent history should
serve as a reminder that exter-
nal interventions have often
led to increased violence, dis-
placement and fragmenta-
tion.” — Arab News

UN chief condemns
Israeli strikes on Syria

SYDNEY (Reuters): Australia’s
Anthony Albanese claimed a historic
second term as Prime Minister on
Saturday, in a dramatic comeback
against once-resurgent conservatives
that was powered by voters' concerns
about the influence of US President
Donald Trump.

Peter Dutton, leader of the conserva-
tive Liberal party, conceded defeat and
the loss of his own seat - echoing the
fate of Canada's conservatives and their
leader whose election loss days earlier
was also attributed to a Trump back-
lash. Supporters at Labor’s election
party in Sydney cheered and hugged
each other as Albanese claimed victory
and said Labor would form a majority
government.

“This is a win for the ages,” Labor
Treasurer Jim Chalmers told ABC.
Albanese "has pulled off one of the
great political victories since federa-
tion.” The results coming in were
"absolutely unbelievable", Labor sup-
porter Melinda Adderley, 54, said
through her tears at the election party.

Albanese would be the first
Australian prime minister to win a con-
secutive term in two decades. The

Australian Electoral Commission web-
site published early results showing
Labor ahead of a coalition of the
Liberal and National parties, 55.94%-
44% on a two-party preferred basis.
Dutton said he had phoned Albanese to
congratulate him.

"We didn't do well enough during
this campaign. That much is obvious
tonight, and I accept full responsibility
for that," Dutton said in a televised
speech. He also said he had spoken to
Labor's candidate in the seat of Dickson
he had held for two decades, and con-
gratulated her on her success. "We have
been defined by our opponents in this
election which is not the true story of
who we are" Dutton said, pledging the
conservative party would rebuild.

Cost-of-living pressures and con-
cerns about US President Donald

Trump's volatile policies had been
among the top issues on voters' minds,
opinion polls had shown. "If you sling
enough mud it will stick," said Liberal
Senator for the Northern Territory
Jacinta Price, whose comments that her
party would "make Australia great
again" had fuelled comparisons to
Trump's own "Make America Great
Again" slogan.

"You made it all about Trump," she
said on ABC. Dutton had said he would
appoint Price to a ministry of govern-
ment efficiency, one of several echoes
of Trump's policies. "Losing Peter
Dutton is a huge loss," she added.
Opposition Liberal Party spokesman,
Senator James Paterson, defended the
conservative campaign, which he said
was negatively affected by "the Trump
factor".

"It was devastating in Canada for the
conservatives ... I think it has been a
factor here, just how big a factor will be
determined in a few hours' time," he
told ABC. The Liberals had been lead-
ing in opinion polls as recently as
February as voters blamed the govern-
ment for cost of living pressures and
high housing costs.

Australia’s Albanese
claims election victory

Pakistan to
facilitate visit

for media 
to LoC
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting is facili-
tating a visit for Pakistani
and international media to
the Line of Control (LoC).

The purpose of this visit
is to expose India’s base-
less and fabricated propa-
ganda regarding so-called
and imaginary “terrorist
camps” in Pakistan, said a
statement on Saturday.
India has repeatedly made
unfounded and baseless
claims about alleged terror-
ist hideouts along the LoC.
During this visit, media
representatives will be
taken to the exact locations
falsely propagated by India
as terrorist camps and will
be presented with factual
and on-ground realities that
refute these malicious alle-
gations.

“Pakistan reaffirms its
steadfast commitment to
peace and categorically
rejects any form of terror-
ism or terrorist activities
anywhere in the world,” the
statement said. The nation
remains resolute in defend-
ing its sovereignty, and any
aggression by India will be
met with a swift and befit-
ting response, the statement
concluded.

Meanwhile, After block-
ing the social media
accounts of Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and Director General
Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) in India,
now the social media
account of Federal Minister
for Information and Br-
oadcasting Attaullah Tarar
has also been blocked. 

According to media,
Attaullah Tarar had
exposed India’s state
repression, human rights
violations and efforts to
suppress the voice of the
Kashmiri people on the
international media. In
retaliation, India blocked
his official social media
account. The Narendra
Modi-led Indian govern-
ment took a wide range of
measures against Pakistan
after 26 people were killed
and several others injured
in an alleged attack in
Pahalgam on April 22.

Singapore’s
ruling party
wins election
SINGAPORE: Singapore’s
long-governing People’s
Action Party (PAP) has
retained its strong grip on
power in the city-state’s
general election, extending
its 66-year unbroken rule
and staving off any gains
by the opposition Workers
Party (WP). The Election
Department announced the
PAP won 87 of 97 seats in
parliament after vote count-
ing ended on Saturday, with
the WP maintaining its 10
seats.

Although a comfortable
win for the PAP was antici-
pated, the real test lay in
how much support it could
retain, especially under the
leadership of newly
appointed Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong. The
party’s performance in
2020, when it won just
more than 60 percent of the
vote, was among its weak-
est showings since inde-
pendence in 1965 after
seceding from Malaysia.

Wong, who took office
last year, campaigned on
promises of continuity
and new leadership, hop-
ing to shore up support
amid growing public con-
cern about surging living
costs and housing short-
ages in one of the world’s
priciest locales. The WP,
Singapore’s most credible
opposition force, contest-
ed 26 seats and is project-
ed to keep the 10 it won in
2020, an unprecedented
figure for any opposition
party in the city-state. —
Aljazeera


