Man gets triple death penalty
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Child Protection Court
here Monday in its landmark judgment,
sentenced a man to death on three counts
for molesting and murdering three childr-
en in separate incidents. The convict, na-
med Sohail alias Malanga, was also hand-
ed three life sentences and fined a total of
Rs 2.7 million. According to the prosecu-
tion, the harrowing crimes took place in

Zaireen repatriated: FO
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office
(FO) on Monday successfully repatri-
ated 268 Pakistani zaireen (pilgrims)
through two special flights from the
Iraqi city of Basra to Karachi and
Islamabad, according to a statement.
The ministry said it is working closely
with Iraqi Airways and Iraqi authori-
ties to repatriate the zaireen and ensure
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their “safe and timely return”.
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Tel Aviv
bombs
Tehran
state TV

TEHRAN: The Islamic Republic of
Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) building was
struck in an Israeli attack on Monday,
cutting live coverage immediately.
The blast occurred as the presenter
was live on TV lambasting Israel
before she was seen leaving the live
broadcast, Iranian media reported,
sharing a video of the incident.

Iran fired a new wave of missile
attacks on Israel early Monday, trig-

First national English daily published from Peshawar, Islamabad, Lahore, Quetta, Karachi and Washington D.C

Regd. No. 241

ZIL HAJJ 20 1446 -- TUESDAY, JUNE 17 2025

PESHAWAR EDITION

July 2022 at three different locations.

www.thefrontierpost.com

12 PAGES

Israel-Iran battle continues with
more civilian deaths on both sides

Monday, sending plumes of black
smoke into the sky over the coastal
city.

Authorities in the central Israeli city
of Petah Tikva said Iranian missiles
had hit a residential building there,
charring concrete walls, shattering
windows and ripping the walls off
multiple apartments. The Israeli
Magen David Adom emergency serv-
ice reported that two women and two
men — all in their 70s — were killed
in the wave of missile attacks that
struck four sites in central Israel.

“We clearly see that our civilians
are being targeted,” said Israeli police
spokesman Dean Elsdunne outside the
bombed-out building in Petah Tikva.
“And this is just one scene, we have

PM reaffirms solidarity with Iran

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif Monday reiter-
ated Pakistan’s condemnation of the recent Israeli aggression against Iran
and expressed the nation’s sympathies with Iran over the martyrdom of inno-
cent civilians. The prime minister met Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan Reza
Amiri Moghadam on the occasion of Pakistan International Maritime Expo
and Conference, PM Office Media Wing said in a press release. Discussing
the current regional situation, the prime minister expressed Pakistan’s soli-
darity with Iran and its people during this time of heightened tension.
Referring to his recent telephone conversation with Iranian President Dr.
Masoud Pezeshkian, the prime minister said that Pakistan supported Iran at
the United Nations Security Council meeting, adding Israeli attacks were a
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on Keshavarz Boulevard receive first aid.

complete violation of the UN Charter and the international laws.

gering air raid sirens across the coun-
try as emergency services reported at
least five killed and dozens more
wounded in the fourth day of open
warfare between the regional foes that
showed no sign of slowing. Iran
announced it had launched some 100
missiles and vowed further retaliation
for Israel’s sweeping attacks on its
military and nuclear infrastructure,
which have killed at least 224 people
in the country since last Friday.

The attacks raised Israel’s total
death toll to at least 18, and in
response the Israeli military said fight-
er jets had struck 10 command centers
in Tehran belonging to Iran’s Quds

other sites like this near the coast, in
the south.” The MDA added that para-
medics had evacuated another 87
wounded people to hospitals, includ-
ing a 30-year-old woman in serious
condition, while rescuers were still
searching for residents trapped
beneath the rubble of their homes.
Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz
said Monday that Iran’s state televi-
sion and radio were “about to disap-
pear” after an evacuation warning was
issued for the district in Tehran where
the broadcaster is based. “The Iranian
propaganda and incitement mega-
phone is about to disappear,” he said in
a statement. “Evacuation of nearby

Iran does not seek
nuclear weapons: Masoud

TEHRAN: Iran does not intend to develop nuclear weapons but will pursue
its right to nuclear energy and research, President Masoud Pezeshkian said
today, reiterating Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s religious edict
against weapons of mass destruction. Iran had claimed the existence of the
fatwa for years before making the text public for the first time in 2010, when
it was being accused by the West and Israel of seeking to secretly acquire the
atomic bomb. While asserting that Iran remains opposed to developing
weapons of mass destruction, Esmaeil Baghaei, Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesperson, said the Iranian parliament is preparing a bill to leave the
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The Iranian president, speaking
during a parliamentary session on Monday, also called for unity and soli-
darity “more than ever” against the Israeli aggression, Press TV reported.
Pezeshkian asserted that Iran had the right to benefit from nuclear energy
and research that served the nation’s interests, adding that no one had the
right to deny this right. — Agencies

Force, an elite arm of its residents has begun.” “In the coming

Revolutionary Guard that conducts
military and intelligence operations
outside Iran. Powerful explosions,
likely from Israel’s defense systems
intercepting Iranian missiles, rocked
Tel Aviv shortly before dawn on

hours, the (Israeli military) will oper-
ate in the area, as it has in recent days
throughout Tehran, to strike military
infrastructure of the Iranian regime,”
the military said in a post on X in
Persian.

[ P ¢

3 & . /

TELAVIV: Emergency services personnel working at the site of a missile a

near residential buildings in Bnei Brak.

ttack in Israel, while, rescue personnel next to damaged vehicles

Footage posted to social media
appeared to show the strike hitting the
building during a live broadcast.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
said on Monday he believed there was
a consensus at the Group of Seven
(G7) summit in Canada on the need
for de-escalation in the Israel-Iran con-
flict. “I do think there’s a consensus
for de-escalation. Obviously, what we
need to do today is to bring that
together and to be clear about how it is
to be brought about,” Starmer told
reporters.

The head of the UN nuclear watch-
dog agency said that there is a possi-
bility of both radiological and chemi-
cal contamination within Iran’s main
nuclear enrichment facility in Natanz
following Israeli strikes, although
radiation levels outside the complex
are presently normal. The radiation
poses a significant danger if uranium
is inhaled or ingested, International
Atomic Energy Agency Director-
General Rafael Mariano Grossi said.

The risk can be effectively man-
aged with appropriate protective
measures, such as using respiratory
protection devices while inside the
facilities, Grossi said. “The level of
radioactivity outside the Natanz site
has remained unchanged and at nor-
mal levels, indicating no external radi-
ological impact to the population or
the environment from this event,” he
said. He said that the main concern

inside the Natanz facility is the chem-
ical toxicity of a gas called uranium
hexafluoride, which is the result of
fluorine mixed with the uranium dur-
ing enrichment. It's extremely volatile,
will quickly corrode, can burn the skin
and is especially deadly if inhaled,

ties and their respective sites,” Grossi
said. Without information, the UN
agency ‘“‘cannot accurately assess the
radiological conditions and potential
impacts on the population and the
environment and cannot provide the
necessary assistance.” Grossi said that

threatens lives, increases the chance of
a radiological release with serious
consequences for people and the envi-
ronment and delays indispensable
work towards a diplomatic solution for
the long-term assurance that Iran does
not acquire a nuclear weapon.” Guydo

Trump says Iran should talk
about de-escalating ‘before it’s too late*

ALBERTA (Reuters): Iran wants to talk about de-escalating hostilities with Israel, and should do so immediately
"before it's too late," US President Donald Trump said on Monday. "I'd say Iran is not winning this war, and they
should talk, and they should talk immediately before it's too late." Trump told reporters at the start of a meeting with
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney. The unfolding Israel-Iran conflict will “immensely” dominate the upcom-
ing gathering of the leaders of the Group of Seven, not just because of the dangers of further escalation, but also
because of the “sheer uncertainty” of United States policy under President Donald Trump, experts say. The informal
G7 grouping of the world’s seven advanced economies is set to meet from June 15 to 17 in Kananaskis, Alberta.
Holding the current presidency of the G7, Canada is hosting this year. While the agenda items will change in impor-
tance, depending on how things evolve in the Middle East, the latest crisis is already set to shift focus from what
was expected to be a platform for host Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney to showcase his leadership at home
and to a global audience. The G7 countries include Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and
the United States, as well as the European Union. In addition, the host country typically invites the heads of a hand-
ful of other countries, usually because they are deemed important to global and economic affairs. Canada has invit-
ed India, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine along with a few others. Carney is likely to have been hoping to avoid a repeat of]
the last time US President Donald Trump attended — also in Canada — in 2018. At the end of what was thought to
be a successful gathering, Trump wrote on social media that he had directed his staff not to sign the final commu-
nique — the statement the G7 countries issue in a show of unity at the end of the summit — and left early, calling then-
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau “very dishonest and weak”.

experts say.

“Amid theses challenging and com-
plex circumstances, it is crucial that
the TAEA receives timely and regular
technical information about the facili-

UN inspectors would remain present
in Iran and inspect the nuclear facili-
ties “as soon as safety conditions
allow.”

He warned that “military escalation

Tetelbaun was in his apartment in Tel
Aviv when the alerts came in shortly
after 4 a.m. (0100 GMT). “As usual,
we went into the (shelter) that’s right
across the street there. — Agencies

Dar warns against fake news

5 Khwarij

— highlights Pakistan’s
role in Iran-Israel de-escalation

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister/
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar on Monday
expressed deep concern in the Senate over
the spread of false information and Al-gener-
ated content on social media after the June 13
events, warning that such misinformation
could threaten national security and under-
mine diplomatic efforts.

Ishaq Dar said that a widely circulated
interview of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, purported to be recent, was in
fact from 2011. "Such deceptive content is
causing confusion and is being monitored
closely by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,"
he told the House. He pointed to a fabricated
news graphic that falsely claimed Pakistan
could have 70% of its debt written off by
rolling back its nuclear program. "This is a
blatant lie and a product of artificial intelli-
gence," he said, also flagging a manipulated
video involving Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif and US President Donald Trump as
another example of digital misinformation.

He urged the public and media to exercise
caution. "This is a sensitive time; spreading
fake content can be disastrous," he empha-
sized. Regarding Pakistan's role in de-escalat-
ing tensions between Iran and the US, Dar
revealed that the foreign ministers of Iran and
Oman kept Pakistan in the loop during the
negotiations. "Four rounds of talks were held
in Muscat and Rome," he said.

Dar noted that because Iran is not a mem-
ber of the United Nations, Pakistan facilitated
a UN Security Council meeting. "Iran for-
mally thanked Pakistan, Russia, China, and

assist its nationals. "We established a Crisis
Management Unit in the Foreign Office and
activated a 24/7 hotline at our embassy in
Tehran," he said, adding that 251 Pakistani
students in Iran are being brought back to
Quetta. He said over 500 Pakistani pilgrims
in Iraq were also being assisted, including
209 who had traveled by road, and arrange-
ments were being made for their safe return.
Dar shared that Iran requested Pakistan's help
in repatriating around 20,000 Iranian Hajj pil-
grims currently in Saudi Arabia. "We assured
them that these pilgrims would be received in
Karachi and sent back with full honor-they
are our guests," he stated. Saudi Arabia has
also announced that these Iranian pilgrims
would remain as guests until conditions sta-
bilize, he added. Dar strongly refuted a fake
video being circulated on social media that
falsely quoted an Iranian general as saying
Pakistan would attack Israel if Iran was tar-
geted. "This is completely false and artificial;
even the Daily Mail picked it up. It's danger-
ous and irresponsible," he warned. Reflecting
on Pakistan's nuclear history, he reminded the
House of the 1998 nuclear tests. "At the time,
regional peace and security made it neces-
sary. It was a bold decision taken by former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif," he said

Dar said India later requested a ceasefire
in recent years, underscoring Pakistan's posi-
tion of strength. "We are neither signatories to
the NPT, nor are India and Israel. National
defense is our sovereign right," he declared.
He also cautioned against any attack on
nuclear facilities, warning that targeting the
nuclear assets of any country would not only
violate Article 51 of the United Nations

killed in

operation
F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Five Khw-
arij belonging to Indian Prox-
y, Fitna al Khwarij, were kill-
ed in two separate engage-
ments in KP, military's media
wing said on Monday.
According to ISPR infor-
mation, on 15-16 June 2025,
an intelligence based opera-
tion was conducted by the
Security Forces in Peshawar
District, on reported presence
of Indian sponsored Khwarij.
During the conduct of opera-
tion, own troops skillfully
surrounded and effectively
engaged the Indian spon-
sored khwarij location, and
after an intense fire
exchange, four Indian spon-
sored khwarij, including
Kharji Haris and Kharji
Baseer, were sent to hell.
Another intelligence
based operation was con-
ducted in North Waziristan
District and in ensuing fire
exchange, one more kharji
was neutralized by the secu-
rity forces. Weapons, ammu-
nition and explosives were
also recovered from the
Indian sponsored killed
Khwarij, who remained
actively involved in numer-
ous terrorist activities in
these areas. Sanitization
operations are being con-

Algeria for standing with them diplomatical-
ly," he added. He said that Iran had conveyed
its intention to retaliate after the attack but
also expressed willingness to resume dia-
logue if Israel refrained from further aggres-
sion. In response to the Iran-Israel conflict,

Dar said Pakistan had taken swift steps to news or situation lightly.

Charter but would also amount to a serious
international crime. "Such an act could result
in catastrophic consequences for regional and
global peace," he said.In reply to a question
from Opposition Leader of Senate, Senator
Shibli Faraz, Dar said: "We do not take any

ducted to eliminate any other
Indian sponsored kharji
found in the area, as the secu-
rity forces of Pakistan are
determined to wipe out the
menace of Indian Sponsored
Terrorism from the country.

Shehbaz unveils Maritime Vision

F.P. Report
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on

Monday declared the blue economy
as Pakistan's "new economic fron-
tier," calling for a unified national
effort to unlock its vast potential.

Speaking at the soft launch of the
2nd Pakistan International Maritime
Expo and Conference (PIMEC 2025),
the prime minister laid out the vision
for transforming Pakistan into a
regional maritime powerhouse. "It is
a great pleasure to see the Pakistan
Navy, under the patronage of the
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and in
collaboration with key partners,
organizing the second edition of
PIMEC," said the prime minister. He
lauded the leadership of Naval Chief,
Admiral Naveed Ashraf and Federal
Minister for Maritime Affairs,
Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry,
for their strategic foresight and dedi-
cation in steering this important ini-
tiative.

Highlighting the critical role of the
Navy in national defense and region-
al security, he said, "The Pakistan
Navy has been a formidable force
through all conflicts and remains a
strong pillar of our national security."
Reaffirming Pakistan's commitment
to international peace and maritime
law, he cited the AMAN Exercise -
featuring participation from over 50
countries as a symbol of Pakistan's
global engagement and cooperative
maritime posture.

With over 1,000 kilometers of
coastline and a position at the cross-
roads of vital sea lanes, Pakistan, the
Prime Minister said, was uniquely
positioned to harness the trillion-dol-
lar global blue economy. "Even tap-
ping a fraction of this economy could
be a real game-changer," he asserted.
"Our coastal trade already brings in

Pakistan keen to benefit from UAE’s

experiences in modern system
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Monday said
the United Arab Emirates has positioned its country among the developed
countries with its modern management system, and Pakistan was keen to
benefit from its experiences. The prime minister made these remarks in a
meeting with UAE’s Deputy Minister of Cabinet Affairs for
Competitiveness and Knowledge Exchange, Abdulla Nasser Lootah here, a
Prime Minister’s Office news release said. Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif met with a high-level delegation from the United Arab
Emirates led by Abdulla Nasser Lootah, Deputy Minister of Cabinet Affairs
for Competencies and Knowledge Exchange and flanked by UAE
Ambassador, Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi and Abdullah Al Balouki and Ibrahim
Al Ali from the Government Knowledge Exchange Office.

PM for advanced IT trainings
for youth employability

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday directed the
authorities concerned to formulate modern training programs for the youth
to ensure their employability and develop Pakistan as a regional hub of
information technology. The prime minister, chairing a review meeting on IT
training for youth and establishment of training ecosystem in Pakistan, said
that a sustainable and advanced ICT (Information Communication
Technology) system would be established to position Pakistan as a central
hub for the IT sector in the region, according to a PM Office press release.
In this regard, local companies will be provided with a skilled workforce to
enable them to meet international standards and generate foreign exchange.
Instructing the formulation of clear Terms of Reference (TORs) for consul-
tancy regarding the training system and setting a timeline for its establish-
ment and implementation, the prime minister said the training programs
should be positive and constructive, enabling youth to ensure their produc-
tivity at an international level.

nearly $7 billion a year and just imag-
ine the potential if we fully develop
this sector," he said

He urged the nation to take inspi-
ration from global success stories
such as Japan, which rose from limit-
ed maritime resources to become a

global leader in marine infrastructure
and regional trade. "Let there be open
competition,” he added, emphasizing
the importance of resilience, innova-
tion, and strategic investment.
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ISLAMABAD: A view of dead fish seen on dry Rawal Dam due to shortage of rain. —INP Photo

PTI call of protest to
be failed like previous
two calls: Muqgam

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal  Minister for
Kashmir  Affairs and

Gilgit-Baltistan, SAFRON
Engineer Amir Mugam
has said that Chief
Minister KPK Ali Amin
Gandapur keeps calling
for protests to keep his
party and government’s
declining reputation alive,
his protest will also fail
like the previous two
protests, he is making fun
of the people by asking
them to take the approval
of the province’s budget
from the founder PTI.
Speaking to “APP” in
his chamber at the
Parliament House on
Monday, Engineer Amir
Mugam said that the peo-
ple of KP should be given
relief in the provincial
budget, so far the Chief
Minister is talking about
budget approval from the
founder PTI, which is a
complete joke with the

people, "the founder PTI is
in jail for his corruption,
nor is he a member of any
assembly, so it is foolish to
talk about taking the
approval of the budget
from him".

He said that in fact, he
is left with only words to
give relief to the people in
the budget. In response to
a question, he said that by
repeatedly calling for
protests, Ali Amin
Gandapur keeps on giving
oxygen to the declining
reputation of his party and
the  government, the
protest call will fail like
the previous protests.

He said that we have
not allowed any new tax
to be imposed on the peo-
ple of the merged districts
of FATA and PATA, 10
percent sales tax is
imposed on raw materials,
regarding which it is said
that the goods made from
this imported raw materi-

al are sold in other popu-
lated areas.

Mugam said that we
have also proposed steps to
provide relief to FATA and
PATA from the federal gov-
ernment in the current
budget. He said that a polit-
ical group is creating a false
narrative to mislead the
public for point scoring.

He said that this is the
same party that has imposed
sales tax on services in areas
like Malakand, Bajaur,
Swat, and Khyber through
CAPRA since July 25, 2023
and it is now trying unsuc-
cessfully to become an
angel in front of the public.

He said that if he really
sympathizes with the peo-
ple of FATA and PATA, he
should get his government
to abolish the taxes
imposed by CAPRA. The
people have rejected his
false narrative before and
will not listen to his propa-
ganda in the future either.

Govt working for implementation
of solarization: Nasir

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Minister for Energy and
Planning & Development
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah
on Monday said that Rs 25
billion had been allocated
in the budget to provide
relief to the public in elec-
tricity costs through solar-
ization.

He expressed gratitude
to PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto and Chief Minister
Sindh for this initiative.

He said that it was
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto's vision to provide
affordable and free elec-

tricity to the people of
Sindh  especially the
underprivileged and
impoverished segment of
the society.

The government is
actively working on supply-
ing solar panels and imple-
menting solarization across
the province, he said adding
that the Sindh Energy
Department was taking all
possible steps on a priority
basis in this regard.

He also criticized the
conduct of opposition
members during the Chief
Minister’s budget speech,

stating that they crossed
ethical boundaries by
obstructing the Chief
Minister’s dais, despite
prior agreements on
speech timings.

Nasir Shah stated that
elected representatives are
the voice of the people in
the assemblies. Through
block allocations,
schemes proposed by
assembly members will be
included. On Iran-Israel
war, the Minister said that
the international commu-
nity should play its part to
stop the war.

Pakistan Railways
delegation visits PITB

LAHORE (APP): A dele-

gation from Pakistan
Railways visited the
Punjab Information

Technology Board (PITB)
to discuss ongoing IT
interventions and explore
opportunities for future
collaboration aimed at

modernizing railway
operations through digital
transformation.

The visiting delegation

was led by Pakistan
Railways Director IT
Syed Ali Raza, and

included senior officials
Abdul Qayyum, Khurram
Shahzad, and Syed Zafar
Gilani. During the ses-
sion, Syed Ali Raza pro-
vided a detailed overview
of the current digital sys-
tems being implemented
within the Railways and
shared insights into the
department’s upcoming
IT-driven initiatives.

The PITB team, led by
Additional Director
General (ADG) Syed
Qasim Ifzal, presented an
overview of PITB’s flag-
ship digital governance
projects, highlighting suc-
cessful implementations
across various govern-
ment departments. PITB
Joint Director Arsalan
Manzoor was also present
during the meeting.

The visit concluded
with a tour of PITB’s
state-of-the-art Data

Center, where the delega-
tion took keen interest in
PITB’s digital infrastruc-
ture and discussed poten-
tial areas for integration
and support in line with
Pakistan Railways’ long-
term digital strategy.

In his message, PITB
Chairman Faisal Yousaf
remarked, “PITB is com-
mitted to empowering
public institutions like
Pakistan Railways with
secure, scalable digital
solutions that enhance
efficiency and transparen-
cy. This collaboration
marks a step forward in
modernizing services
through technology.”

The Pakistan Railways
delegation  appreciated
PITB’s efforts and
expressed interest in con-
tinued coordination to
bring modern, efficient,
and citizen-centric Sys-
tems to the country's rail
network.

PR launches crack-
down against ticketless
passengers : On the spe-
cial directives of CEO
Pakistan Railways Aamir
Baloch, a strict crack-
down has been initiated
against ticketless passen-
gers to curb revenue loss-
es and ensure transparen-
cy in the system.

According to the PR
spokesperson on Monday,
the operation was led by

the Headquarters Group
under the supervision of
Chief Commercial
Manager (CCM) Ali
Rizwan Rizvi and Deputy
CCM Kamran Saeed.
During the surprise raids
conducted at multiple
trains in the Multan
Division, a total of 154
ticketless passengers were
caught traveling without
valid tickets.

Railway  authorities
recovered a sum of Rs.
252,760 from these pas-
sengers in the form of
fines and ticket fares. The
collected amount has been
deposited into the nation-
al treasury.

CEO Aamir Baloch and
CCM Rizvi reiterated
their commitment to tak-
ing stern action not only
against fare evaders but
also against any railway
staff found negligent in
their duties.

The CEO emphasized
that the ongoing crack-
down will be expanded to
other divisions and con-
tinue without any com-
promise.

The initiative is part of
Pakistan Railways’ broad-
er reforms aimed at
improving efficiency,
reducing financial leak-
ages, and ensuring a more
disciplined and reliable
transportation system for
the public.

Governor
lauds
overseas

Pakistanis

KARACHI (PPI): Governor
Sindh Kamran Khan Tesori
extended a heartfelt tribute to
Overseas Pakistanis, celebrat-
ing them as the unsung
heroes bolstering the national
economy through their dedi-
cation and financial contribu-
tions.

In his statement on the
occasion of International
Family Remittances Day,

Governor Tesori emphasized | |

the pivotal role that expatri-
ates play in sustaining the
economic  stability
Pakistan. He remarked,
“Your hard work, sacrifice
and sincerity not only light
up homes but also manage
the country"s economy.” He
acknowledged the profound
impact of their remittances,
which he described as not
merely financial transactions
but as beacons of hope, sta-
bility, and prosperity for
countless families across the
nation.

The Governor also pointed
out that the increase in remit-
tances mirrors the success of
the current government's eco-
nomic policies. He proudly
stated, “Your commitment to
the homeland in every diffi-
cult time is a matter of pride.”

Tesori concluded his mes-
sage with a salute to the over-
seas Pakistanis on behalf of
the nation, underscoring their
invaluable contributions and
affirming that their efforts
will always be remembered.
His words serve as a
reminder of the critical eco-
nomic lifeline provided by
millions of Pakistanis living
abroad, whose remittances
continue to support their
homeland in times of need.

Additional
IGP attends
strategic

meeting

KARACHI (APP):
Additional Inspector General
of Police - Karachi, Javed
Alam Odho, participated in a
high-level meeting at the
CPK Control Room located
in Defence Police Station.

According to spokesper-
son for Karachi Police on
Monday, the session was
attended by CPK Chief
Murad Soni, his team, and
DHA Vigilance officials to
discuss matters related to sur-
veillance and public safety.

Senior police officers
including SSP South, SSP
Traffic, and others were pres-
ent alongside key members
of the CPK team.

The meeting focused on
the effectiveness, technical
upgrades, and coordination
of city-wide CCTV camera
networks, control room oper-
ations, police response, and
traffic management.

Additional IGP Javed
Alam Odho commended the
role of CPK cameras in
crime prevention. He high-
lighted the effectiveness of
the 238-camera surveillance
project within the jurisdic-
tion of Darakhshan police
station.
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Punjab cabinet
meeting approves
development-oriented

LAHORE (APP): Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif chaired the 27th
meeting of the provincial cabinet on
Monday, where a historic, zero-tax, and
development-focused budget for fiscal
year 2025-26 was formally approved.
Addressing the cabinet, the CM said,
“Public funds are a sacred trust of the peo-
ple, and we are accountable to Allah
Almighty.” She emphasized that the new
budget reflects her government’s vision of
transparency, service delivery, and accel-

erated development.

CM Maryam Nawaz Sharif stated that
Punjab has presented a record Rs 740 bil-
lion surplus budget, despite complying
with IMF conditions, and declared a
province-wide development emergency.
“We are not only giving a zero-tax budget
but also the largest development budget in
Punjab’s history. Last year’s development
spending was a record, and this year, we
will surpass even that,” she said.

The CM said 100 new and innovative
development programs had been launched,
while 700 roads were under construction.
The government aims to construct and
expand 12,000 kilometers of roads, an
unprecedented milestone. She noted that
no previous administration had allocated
such a massive budget for health and edu-
cation. “Free medicines will be available

budget

in all government healthcare facilities, and
we are on track to provide essential facili-
ties in public schools across the province
this year,” she added.

CM Maryam also praised the province-
wide cleanliness campaign carried out dur-
ing Eid and reiterated that her government
will focus on expanding the tax net instead
of raising tax rates. She announced the
minimum wage has been fixed at Rs
40,000 per month and emphasized the
need to digitize the wage system for

improved transparency and accountability.

The CM shared that Punjab’s local debt
burden has been reduced by a record 94
percent, citing it as a clear reflection of
financial discipline and effective gover-
nance. She underlined that every rupee
spent will be accounted for and all
progress will be transparently presented in
the Punjab Assembly. “Thanks to e-tender-
ing and transparent procedures, not a sin-
gle scandal has surfaced,” she noted.

CM Maryam Nawaz appreciated the
tireless efforts of Senior Minister and
Minister for Planning and Development
Marriyum Aurangzeb, who worked through
the night to finalize the budget. She also
lauded the Chief Secretary and the entire
cabinet team for their dedication, mention-
ing that PML-N leader Nawaz Sharif had
also expressed his appreciation.

Police arrest
1000

suspects

KARACHI (APP): In a
continued crackdown on
criminal activities, Karachi
police engaged in 11
encounters with armed rob-
bers over the past week,
resulting in the deaths of
three suspects and the arrest
of 16 others, including 13
injured in exchange of fire.

According to a
spokesperson for Karachi
Police on Monday, the
arrested suspects were
found in possession of 13
illegal weapons of various
types and five motorcycles
used in crimes. During
operations conducted in the
East, West, and South
zones of the city, police
apprehended more than
1058 suspects involved in
various criminal activities.

As part of their anti-nar-
cotics campaign, law
enforcement agencies
recovered 22.566 kg of
hashish, ice/crystal meth,
and heroin, worth millions
of rupees, from various
locations across Karachi.

Additionally, over 86 ille-
gal firearms with ammuni-
tion reportedly used in mug-
gings and other crimes were
seized from the arrested sus-
pects. Police also recovered
a total of 32 snatched and
stolen motorcycles and two
large vehicles during sepa-
rate operations.
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LAHORE: Police personal stand alert during Punjab Governent unveils Rs5.35 trillion ‘ax-free’

budget for 2025-26 at Punjab Assembly in Lahore. —INP Photo

Guru Arjan Dev Ji's
martyrdom day observed

LAHORE (APP): A spiritual
and dignified central reli-
gious ceremony was held at
Gurdwara Dera  Sahib,
Lahore, on the martyrdom
day of the fifth Sikh Guru,
Baba Guru Arjan Dev Ji.

A large number of Sikh
pilgrims from Pakistan and
abroad, along with the local
Sikh Sangat, attended the
event.

The ceremony was graced
by Sardar Ramesh Singh
Arora, Provincial Minister for

Minorities ~ Affairs  and
President of the Pakistan Sikh
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (PSGPC),

Chairman of the Evacuee
Trust Property Board, Dr.
Sajid Mehmood Chauhan,
members of PSGPC and Sikh
community.

During the ceremony,
religious rites including
Kirtan, Ardas, and other spir-
itual practices were per-

formed with great devotion
and participation.

Addressing the gathering,
Minister Ramesh Singh
Arora said that Baba Guru
Arjan Dev Ji preached truth,
religious harmony, peace,
tolerance, and humanity. His
martyrdom stands as a time-
less symbol of sacrifice for
religious freedom and truth.
He emphasised that religious
minorities in Pakistan enjoy
full freedom, and the govern-
ment is taking serious steps
for the upkeep and restora-
tion of their sacred sites. He
announced that the Punjab
government has allocated a
budget for the restoration of
15 Gurdwaras.

Ramesh Singh Arora crit-
icised the Indian govern-
ment for not allowing Sikh
pilgrims to visit Pakistan,
saying this decision has hurt
the sentiments of Sikhs
worldwide. He affirmed that

Pakistan is like a second
home for the Sikh communi-
ty. The Kartarpur Corridor
remains open from
Pakistan’s side, and the
Pakistani government has
imposed no restrictions on
visas for Indian Sikh pil-
grims, added Arora. He
expressed hope that Indian
Sikhs would be able to visit
Pakistan on the upcoming
death  anniversary  of
Mabharaja Ranjit Singh.

Chairman of the Evacuee
Trust Property Board, Dr.
Sajid Mehmood Chauhan,
stated that Pakistan had
made comprehensive
arrangements for Sikh pil-
grims, including red carpet
welcome, accommodation,
medical facilities, and securi-
ty. He reiterated that Pakistan
has always kept its doors of
goodwill open and the
Kartarpur Corridor remains
operational.

Punjab govt presents people-
friendly budget: Minister

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Health
Minister Khawaja Salman
Rafique has praised the
Punjab annual budget
2025-26 as a “people-
friendly” initiative,
reflecting the visionary
leadership  of  Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif.

In a statement issued on
Monday, he said the budg-
et presents a historic
opportunity to transform
the healthcare system of
the province.

Highlighting major

health initiatives, he noted
that a 915-bed state-of-
the-art Nawaz  Sharif
Institute of Cancer
Treatment and Research is
being constructed in
Lahore at a cost of Rs 72
billion. Additionally,
Nawaz Sharif Institutes of
Cardiology are underway
in Lahore and Sargodha
with estimated costs of Rs
8.8 billion and Rs 8.6 bil-
lion, respectively.

The government has
also announced the estab-
lishment of the Nawaz
Sharif Medical City in

Lahore, with a total invest-
ment of Rs 54 billion.

He said that three new
medical  colleges are
planned for Narowal,

Okara, and Layyah with a
combined cost of Rs 16 bil-
lion. Burn units are being
introduced in Bahawalpur
and Rahim Yar Khan with
an allocation of Rs 4 billion,
while a teaching hospital in
Sialkot will be set up with
Rs 7 billion. A dedicated
Children’s Hospital in
Rawalpindi is also on the
cards, with Rs 8.5 billion
allocated.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Auction Date: 18-06-2025

MobilinkBank

Branch: Chakdara

AUCTION OF GOLD

Branch code: 0022

Time: 11:00 AM

Finance facilities were extended by Mobilink Bank against the security of deposit and pledge of gold to the customer mentioned below.
The customer who has neglected and failed to repay the finance extended to them by Mobilink Bank along with the markup thereon.

Customer Name

Ikram Ullah

15602-0537064-5

Address

Gold Weight
(GM)

Post Office Manglor Khas,
Tehsil Babu Zai, District Swat

Detail of
Gold Ornaments

1 Necklace, 2 Baliyan,
1 Bindia

Notice is hereby given to the customer in above mentioned that if payment of entire outstanding amount financed along with markup is
not made by them to Mobilink Bank within 1 day of the publication of this notice, Mobilink Bank shall auction the gold ornaments and

no further Public Notice shall be issued to call upon the customer to make the payments.

Matric

annual results
on July 24

LAHORE (APP): The annu-
al matriculation results will
be announced on July 24.

Board of Intermediate
and Secondary Education
(BISE) sources here said
that All education boards
across Punjab will release
the results at the same time.

According to sources,
this date was finalised in the
meeting of the Punjab Board
Committee of Chairman.
The release of results is
being delayed due to incom-
plete marking of papers in
the education boards.

PFA discards
1,200 litres of
oil derived from

animal waste

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) enforcement team
foiled an attempt to supply
contaminated oil extracted
from animal fat during an
operation conducted in the
Mahmood Booti area, here
on Monday.

Acting on the directives
of PFA Director General
Muhammad Asim Javaid,
the food safety team seized
1,200 litres of loose, sub-
standard oil being transport-
ed in an unregistered vehi-
cle. The oil was immediate-
ly discarded on the spot.

The operation was car-
ried out due to the absence
of mandatory documenta-
tion and licenses required
for transporting such haz-
ardous material.
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Peshawar City

governance and service delivery areas.

: T - ,“ . -
PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Secretary Shahab Ali Shah, chairing a weekly review
meeting attended by administrative secretaries and relevant officials to assess progress across multiple

Barkwal thanks CM for
providing funds to Karak

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Agriculture
Minister Major (retd)
Sajjad Barakwal has said,
when Imran Khan has a
mandate and Khan’s Rep
Ali Amin Khan Gandapur
is the Chief Minister and as
a Khan’s worker, he is the
representative of Karak,
then Karak will definitely
have historic share in the
budget as well as in all the
development schemes of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government.

In a statement,
Provincial Minister for
Agriculture said days were
the gone when the
Khattakzeena was deprived
of its rights by making gas
royalty the basis. Giving
details of the projects
included in the FY 2025-
26, he said, upgradation of
RHC Ahmedabad to Type
D Hospital and DHQ
Hospital Karak to Category

A, budget also includes the
establishment of BHUs in
remote and deprived areas,
functionality of the BHUs
Mandawah and Shaheedan,
and equipping of all the
BHUs and RHCs with
modern facilities.

Similarly, functioning of
the Girls Degree College
Latamber, Model School
Karak and Girls School
Winki this year is also part
of the budget, the Minister
said.

He added, in order to
solve the drinking water
problem of the local popu-
lation and various union
councils including Kunda
Ahmedwala, Surati Kala,
Zaney  Kala, Seekot,
Rehmatabad and  Tor
Dhand and adjacent popu-
lations, work will also start
on mega water supply
schemes and overhead
tanks at appropriate places
in the entire district this
year.

Barakwal also gave good

news of the construction of
Karak Safe City Project,
Warana Muskan Link
Road, Khora Road, CPEC
Link Road via Palusa Sar,

rehabilitation of  City
Hospital Karak, Zarin
China  Water  Supply
Scheme, Indi Karak

Nashpa Banda Charpara
Bahadur Khel Road, con-
struction of sports complex,
Karak  Greater =~ Water
Supply as per revision,
Kurd Sharif Road and
Indus Uplift Karak
Irrigation Canal in the com-
ing financial year.

The Minister announced
that he will personally pur-
sue and coordinate all these
schemes with the relevant
departments so that Khan's
mission and the blessings
given to Karak by the Chief

Minister can be

implemented.
Furthermore, he will

also keep the public

informed about the umbrel-
la schemes time to time.

No curbs on mourning for
Imam Hussain: Muharram
Committee Secretary

/I
J

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A representa-
tive meeting of the
Muharram Committee
Imamia Jirga was held yes-
terday under the chairman-
ship of Akhunzada
Muzaffar Ali, the General
Secretary of the Muharram
Committee Imamia Jirga

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The meeting was attended
by members of the

Muharram Committee, reli-
gious scholars, prominent
Zakireen, community eld-
ers, organizers of Majalis,
caretakers of Imambargahs,
procession organizers and
license holders, leaders of
mourning groups, student
organizations, and mem-
bers of the Imamia Jirga
from across the
province.Addressing  the
meeting, Akhunzada
Muzaffar Ali stated that,
like previous years, this
year too, all programs of

Muharram including
mourning gatherings
(Majalis) , processions,

offerings (Mannat, Niaz),
flag rituals, and night vigils
will be conducted with full
fervor.

He emphasized that Shia
Muslims will play an active
role in maintaining peace
and order across the
province.He noted that due
to seasonal conditions this

— ==
year, there might be
changes in the timing of
certain processions and
gatherings.

He stressed that from 1st
Muharram to 8th Rabi-ul-
Awwal, all mourning rituals
across the province will be
observed peacefully.
Cooperation will be extend-
ed to the administration and
relevant authorities for
maintaining law and order,
but no restrictions will be
tolerated on the mourning
of Imam Hussain (AS), as it
is a constitutional, legal,
fundamental, and human
right of the Shia communi-
ty.

He condemned the activi-
ties of banned organiza-
tions which, under the
guise of religious gather-
ings, spread hate against
Shia Muslims by chanting
offensive slogans against
revered personalities. He

demanded an immediate
end to such
actions.Muzaffar Ali

affirmed that, like previous
years, mourning gatherings
at homes will also be con-
ducted with full devotion.
He highlighted  that
Muharram teaches the val-
ues of peace and brother-
hood, and these should be
upheld throughout the year.
He also expressed a strong
stance against anti-Pakistan
elements and assured full

cooperation with the gov-
ernment.Strong condemna-
tion was expressed over
Israeli terrorism in Iran.
Iran was praised for giving
a strong response to Israel,
and the Government of
Pakistan was urged to
immediately declare Jihad
against Israel. Addressing
the gathering, Allama Syed
Alam Shah of Parachinar
demanded the immediate
opening of blocked routes
to Parachinar and the pun-
ishment of terrorist ele-
ments.

He stated that Muharram is
the only month during
which key Islamic events
occurred, especially the
tragedy of Karbala, where
the grandson of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) made the
ultimate sacrifice for truth
and justice.He further noted
that Iran's role on the glob-
al stage 1is becoming
increasingly  significant.
Just as Pakistan silenced
India with a strong
response, Iran is now writ-
ing a new chapter in history
and is expected to eliminate
Israel from existence.

He praised Iran’s stand and
extended heartfelt tributes.
He also thanked representa-
tives of all religions and
Islamic sects in Pakistan for
expressing solidarity with
the Islamic Republic of Iran
against Israel.

KPRA
collects
Rs.47 billion

tax target

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Revenue Authority
(KPRA) has successfully
achieved its annual tax col-
lection target of Rs 47 bil-
lion by June 15, well before
the fiscal year-end.

KP Finance Adviser
Muzzammil Aslam con-
firmed the achievement
after reviewing a detailed
report presented by KPRA
Director General Fauzia
Igbal.

The adviser expressed
confidence that with con-
tinued efforts, the authority
could potentially reach Rs
50 billion by the end of
June.

Muzzammil Aslam com-
mended the KPRA team for
their performance, stating
the early achievement
demonstrates improved tax
administration and compli-
ance in the province.

Lake Shore
City hosts
prestigious

launch event

organized

PESHAWAR (APP):In a
landmark event held here
on Monday, Lake Shore
City unveiled its vision for
anew era of urban develop-
ment in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The ceremony brought
together prominent figures
from the real estate and
political spheres, including
Lake Shore Chairman Mr
Syed Sadat Hussain Shah
and CEO of FK Marketing
Mr Farhan Khan Khalil,
who delivered an insightful
presentation on the soci-
ety's unique offerings and
future prospects.

The event was further
elevated by the presence of
former Governor of KP,
Haji Ghulam Ali, who
served as the chief guest.

In his address, he lauded
the Lake Shore City initia-
tive, calling it "a timely and
much-needed housing solu-
tion that reflects the aspira-
tions of today's genera-
tion."

He highlighted the pro-
ject's commitment to quali-
ty, sustainability, and com-
munity, emphasizing that
such societies are essential
for the region's growth and
modernization.

Ex Governor Ghulam
Ali expressed optimism
that this project would pro-
vide the people of KP with
a secure, well-planned, and
high-standard living envi-
ronment."

As a token of apprecia-
tion for his contributions to
public service and his sup-
port for the real estate sec-
tor, Ex Governor Ghulam
Ali was presented with an
honorary  shield and
Souvenir. In addition, sev-
eral individuals who played
a vital role in the project's
development were recog-
nized with awards and cer-
tificates for their dedication
and efforts.

BRT fares

increased

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Urban Mobility Authority
(KPUMA) has issued a
notification announcing an
increase in BRT fares on
Monday. According to the
notification, a Rs. 10
increase has made in all
stages of BRT fare. The
current minimum fare of
Rs. 20 has been increased
to Rs. 30. For Express
Routes, a premium and
faster service, the fare has
been revised from Rs. 60 to
Rs. 70.

Chief Secretary chairs

Governance, price control, infrastructure and public
service delivery reviewed

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief
Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Shahab Ali
Shah, chaired a weekly
review meeting attended by
administrative secretaries
and relevant officials to
assess progress across mul-
tiple governance and serv-
ice delivery areas.

A key highlight of the
meeting was the ongoing
capacity-building initiative
for government officers in
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) project procurement
and contract management.
It was informed that 20
officers are currently
enrolled in a diploma
course by NUST, while 23
officers have already
obtained the APMG CP3P

foundation certification,
enhancing their specializa-
tion in PPP frameworks.

The  meeting also
reviewed the prices of 12
essential commodities.
Officials briefed that a live
dashboard is actively moni-
toring prices, enabling
data-driven oversight. The
Chief Secretary directed
Deputy Commissioners to
engage with wholesalers in
districts experiencing sup-
ply chain challenges to
ensure stability and effec-
tive price control mecha-
nisms.

Shahab Ali Shah empha-
sized the provincial govern-
ment’s commitment to
delivering maximum relief
to the public. A briefing on
the releases and expendi-
tures under the develop-

ment portfolio was also

presented, along with
updates on the province's
routine immunization

efforts and the ongoing
polio eradication campaign.

The Peshawar
Development  Authority
(PDA) presented progress
updates on several infra-
structure projects including
the Missing Link of the
Northern Section Ring
Road, the New General Bus
Terminal in Peshawar, and
measures to address traffic
congestion in the city. The
Chief Secretary instructed
the concerned departments
to improve road furniture
along University Road to
enhance traffic flow, while
ordering immediate initia-
tion of repair works on the
Ring Road.

Furthermore, the budget
for the LUBCA (Land-Use
and Building Control
Authority)  has  been
approved and the organiza-
tion has been restructured
to accelerate the enforce-
ment of building control
measures. The meeting also
reviewed ongoing efforts to
ensure proper sewerage
management systems in
hotels and restaurants, par-
ticularly in tourist areas. It
was noted that 92 establish-
ments have upgraded their
sewerage systems in the
past 15 days following a
provincial directive.

The weekly review con-
cluded with directives to
maintain momentum on
public service reforms and
development projects
across the province.

PHC turns death penalty into
lifetime 1mprisonment

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: The
Peshawar High Court has
partially accepted the

appeal of a convict in a
murder case and commut-
ed his death sentence to
life imprisonment, on

Monday.

The convict, Arsalan
Ilyas alias Sani, was
accused of Kkilling a
widow, Musammat N,
after she refused to marry
him.

The court had earlier
sentenced him to death

and a fine of Rs. 500,000.

The convict  was
accused of torturing and
killing the widow in front
of her children after she
refused to marry him.

The police registered a
case against the convict
and arrested.

The Additional Sessions
Judge Kohat had sen-
tenced the convict to death
and a fine.

The Peshawar High
Court partially accepted
the convict's appeal and
commuted his death sen-
tence to life imprisonment.

Unbalanced tax reforms threaten
business confidence: Aun Ali Syed

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Mr. Aun Ali
Syed, Vice President of the
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FPCCI) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Chairman Prosper Pakistan,
has expressed grave con-
cerns regarding the recently
introduced taxation provi-
sions under the FBR frame-
work. He argues that these
amendments grant dispro-
portionate and unchecked
powers to tax authorities,
potentially undermining the
trust, stability, and growth
of Pakistan's business
ecosystem.

In a detailed statement,
Mr. Aun ali Syed highlight-
ed several provisions that
he believes could have
detrimental effects on busi-
nesses:

* Section 11E authorizes
tax assessment and recov-
ery based solely on suspi-
cion, without the need for
thorough investigation or
concrete evidence. Mr.
Syed warns that such dis-
cretion may lead to misuse,
arbitrary actions, and wide-
spread harassment of gen-
uine business entities.

* Section 14AE permits
the forcible seizure of busi-

ness premises and property
without adequate safe-
guards, posing a direct
threat to property rights and
disrupting operations
across all sectors.

* Section 32B grants pri-
vate auditors quasi-legal
authority over businesses,
which has been deemed a
dangerous overreach and a
breach of legal norms.

* Section 33 introduces
severe penalties, including
10 years imprisonment and
a fine of Rs. 10 million for
tax fraud, which may
unjustly entangle business-
es in criminal proceedings
even for unintentional
errors or misinterpretations
of the law.

* Sections 37AA and
37B allow tax authorities to
arrest individuals on mere
suspicion and detain them
for 14 days, extendable by
judicial approval. Mr. Syed
emphasized  that  this
unprecedented grant of
power severely undermines
the rule of law and the pre-
sumption of innocence until
proven guilty.

* Section 58C threatens
the confidentiality between
taxpayers and their advisors
by allowing Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) officials
access to the offices of tax

consultants in case of sus-
pected return discrepancies.
This move not only disrupts
professional sanctity but
also breeds distrust
between businesses and
advisory institutions.

Mr. Aun Ali Syed cau-
tioned that such excessive
and coercive measures will
not contribute to enhanced
revenue collection. On the
contrary, they are likely to
create a hostile and fear-
driven environment,
encouraging evasion rather
than  compliance. He
emphasized that economic
growth cannot be forced; it
must be fostered through a
balanced, collaborative,
and trust-based approach.

He further noted that the
misconception that eco-
nomic development, GDP
growth, and exports are
solely the responsibility of

the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) and a few
government  institutions

must be corrected. Mr.
Syed stated, "Nation-build-
ing is a collective endeavor.
It requires synergy between
policymakers, administra-
tors, and the business com-
munity. It demands a work-
ing environment built on
confidence, cooperation,
transparency, and above all

faith in each other's role
and capabilities."

These excesses of the tax
authorises can never result
in increased revenue collec-
tion but will hamper the
growth and FBR and the
business community will be
playing hide and seek.
There is a big misconcep-
tion that FBR and other
govt. Departments are only
concerned for economic
development, GDP, exports
and their sustainability but
remember that is a team
work and teams work with
cohesive approach, trust,
confidence in ability of
teammates and above all
Faith. That is the only way
we can rise and achieve the
goal of "Uraan Pakistan".

Calling for urgent recon-
sideration and stakeholder
dialogue, Mr. Syed reaf-
firmed FPCCI's commit-
ment to  constructive
engagement for reforms
that are fair, transparent,
and business-friendly. "If
we truly envision a 'Prosper
Pakistan,” we must replace
fear with facilitation and
enforcement with engage-
ment. Only then can we rise
to the dream of a nation
soaring towards prosperity,
inclusivity, and sustainable
growth," he concluded.

Budget neglect fuels sports
decline in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

PESHAWAR (APP): Once a
cradle of sporting legends,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
has started grappling with a
decline in athletic activi-
ties—a reflection of years of
administrative apathy and
chronic underinvestment.

The recently announced
KP budget has come under
heavy fire from opposition
figures and civil society
alike for its meager alloca-
tion to the sports sector and
broader developmental
shortcomings.

Despite tall claims about
youth engagement and
sporting revival, the PTI
government has earmarked
just Rs. 11.6 billion for the
Sports and Youth Affairs
Department in the 2025-26
budget.

This figure, critics say, is
emblematic of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTD)
declining focus on sports
development during its third
consecutive term in the
province.

The Annual Development
Program (ADP) for the
province includes only two
new sports-related projects
that is a gymnasium in
Buner district and indoor
sports facilities for women
in divisional headquarters.

The minimal scope of
these initiatives, according
to former MNA Shahgee
Gul Afridi, reflects the PTI-
led government’s “jugglery
of words” rather than any
sincere commitment to

sports revival.

“Talks of promoting
sports in KP ring hollow
when you consider the reali-
ty in the 35 districts, includ-
ing merged tribal areas,
where sports infrastructure
is either absent or decaying,”
Afridi said. “Even after
establishing a separate
Directorate of Sports for
Merged Districts, the lack of
funding and vision has ren-
dered sports ineffective.”

He further criticized the
sports administration’s
approach of hastily organiz-
ing events in June, seeming-
ly to exhaust remaining
funds rather than foster long-
term sports culture. “Is
sports development now
reduced to fuel receipts,
office meetings, and unused
funds?” he asked.

Another sore point is the
continued delay in complet-
ing the Arbab Niaz Cricket

Stadium in  Peshawar.
Sahibzada Hamza Khan,
PML-N Nowshera
President, alleged that

instead of prioritizing its
completion, the PTI govern-
ment attempted to rename
the stadium—an act met
with public resistance.

“The cost has ballooned
due to delays, and the youth
of  Peshawar  remain
deprived of a vital facility,”
Hamza said.

Hamza also took aim at
the overall fiscal policy of
KP, questioning the basis for
a Rs. 2,119 billion budget

when actual provincial rev-
enues are estimated at just
Rs. 129 billion. He called it
“hypothetical budgeting”
built largely on the assump-
tion of receiving over Rs.
1,500 billion from the feder-
al government.

He challenged PTI’s
claims of financial self-
reliance and surplus budget,
pointing out that even basic
financial promises—such as
net hydel profit arrears and
gas royalties—were not ful-
filled during PM Imran
Khan’s federal tenure.

While PTI has declared
an “education emergency”
in the province, critics argue
that the ground reality tells a
different story. Of the 5.5
million out-of-school chil-
dren in KP, many are located
in areas where basic infra-
structure is still lacking.

“About 2,800 schools
don’t have boundary walls,
2,500 lack clean water, and
2,000 are without furniture,”
Hamza said, lamenting the
paltry Rs. 13 billion allocat-
ed to education.

Even more alarming, he
said, is the administrative
vacuum as 24 of the
province’s 34 universities
are operating without vice-
chancellors, and reports sug-
gest that the government
may shut down 18 universi-
ties while auctioning off
institutional properties.

Critics are particularly
angered by the stark contrast
in fund allocation—Rs. 153

billion for a 200-kilometer
road projects versus minimal
amounts for education and
health. Hamza also high-
lighted systemic neglect of
local governments and
opposition members, who he
claims have not received
development funds in over
13 years.

He accused the PTI
administration of introduc-
ing 810 new schemes with-
out proper planning, while
shelving 310 ongoing proj-
ects from previous years.
Citing alleged financial mis-
management, he claimed
that Rs. 200 billion had been
siphoned through fake
cheques in Kohistan, ques-
tioning the integrity of other
district-level projects.

“In hospitals, even basic
items like Panadol or
syringes are missing. The
Sehat Card scheme is rid-
dled with fraud—cases like
the same patient undergoing
20 surgeries on the same day
are not unheard of,” he
alleged.

Under the PTI, KP’s
provincial debt has reported-
ly skyrocketed—from Rs.
30 billion to over Rs. 2,000
billion, with projections esti-
mating it could hit Rs. 2,880
billion by year’s end.

As the budget debate
intensifies, sports and
youth—once a cornerstone
of PTT’s political narrative—
appear to be among the
biggest casualties of KP’s
fiscal mismanagement.
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Helmets
distributed
F.P. Report

BUNER: District Police
Officer Buner distrib-
uted helmets among
motorcyclists  during
awareness campaign to
ensure road safety, on
Monday. DPO Saud
Khan personally partici-
pated in a special cam-
paign at Hashim Sar on
the Daggar -Torwarsak
road. On this occasion,
Press Club President
Mukhtar Khan and sen-
ior journalist A.R Abid
and Traffic Warden
Saeed Khan were
accompanied him. DPO
distributed helmets
among motorcyclists
and presented water
bottles to the children
riding with them and
shaked hands and gave
a message that wearing
helmets is very impor-
tant for the safety of the
driver and the family of
the rider. The motorcy-
clists appreciated this
exemplary initiative of
DPO Saud Khan and
termed the  safety
awareness campaign of
wearing helmets.
Talking to the media,
DPO Saud Khan said
that the aim of this cam-
paign is to reduce the
distance between the
police and the public
and promote better rela-
tions between them. He
said that the job of the
police is to protect the
public and expressed
the hope that the public
will cooperate with the
police and become
responsible citizens and
contribute to the forma-
tion of a good society.

Allegations

rejected
Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWAHERA: The rep-
resentatives of Muh-
ammad Pharmacy in
Qazi Medical Complex
Nowshera have denied
allegations of illegality
and claimed that the
pharmacy is being tar-
geted by vested inter-
ests. Muhammad
Pharmacy claims to
have a legitimate con-
tract with Qazi Medical
Complex, obtained
through a  tender
process. The pharmacy
is accused of being
involved in illegal
activities, but its repre-
sentatives deny these
allegations. Protests are
being staged against the
pharmacy, allegedly
backed by two unem-
ployed politicians who
are trying to further
their own interests. The
pharmacy's representa-
tives have stated that
they respect the courts
and government institu-
tions and that
Muhammad Pharmacy
is a facility for the peo-
ple of Nowshera and
surrounding. The phar-
macy claims to have
obtained its contract
through a legitimate
tender process and pays
rent and utility bills for
its container in the com-
plex. Muhammad
Pharmacy emphasizes
its commitment to pub-
lic service and provid-
ing facilities to patients.

Awareness

walk held
F.P. Report

TOBA TEK SINGH:
An awareness walk has
been organized at
Tehsil Headquarters
Hospital Kamalia on
the occasion of World
Anti-Dengue Day. Dr.
Mian Adeel Arif, MS
THQ Hospital, told the
Media that dengue is a
viral disease that is
transmitted from a sick
person to a healthy
person through the bite
of a mosquito. This
mosquito breeds in
clean water and is
more active during
morning and evening
hours.We should not
allow clean water to
accumulate around our
house and take care of
cleanliness. There is
no need to worry in
case of dengue. Just
use paracetamol and
plenty of water and do
not use antibiotics on
your own. Do not use
painkillers at  all.
Dengue tests are being
provided  free  of
charge in all hospitals.
In case of dengue, it is
mandatory to monitor

UN delegation
visits Khar farms

Saqib Mushtaq

MULTAN: A high-level
United Nations delegation

visited Khar Farms in Kot |

Addu, Punjab, Pakistan, on
June 15, 2025. The delega-
tion was led by Muhammad
Yahya, UN Resident and
Humanitarian Coordinator

in Pakistan, and Fernanda |

Guimaraes,
Director for IFAD.
The delegation partici-

Country

pated in a mango plantation £~

ceremony,  symbolizing
their commitment to envi-
ronmental  sustainability

and agricultural develop-
ment. The delegation met
with the local community,
discussing rural develop-
ment, poverty reduction,
agriculture, and social wel-
fare. They also met with
mango farmers, exploring
possibilities for coopera-
tion in global mango

exports.

The visit included a tra-
ditional breakfast and folk
dance performance, show-
casing the rich cultural her-
itage of South Punjab. The
delegation aimed to pro-
mote sustainable agricul-
ture, community engage-
ment, and cultural
exchange between the UN
and local stakeholders.
The visit highlighted

the importance of interna-
tional cooperation in
addressing development
challenges and promoting
sustainable practices. The
visit is expected to foster
greater collaboration
between the UN and local
stakeholders, potentially
leading to new opportuni-
ties for agricultural devel-
opment and community
empowerment.

Dr. Khalid attends IAC
to present research paper

F.P. Report

BAHAWALPUR: Dr. Kha- |

lid Mehmood, Assistant

Professor, Department of |

Clinical Medicine and
Surgery, Faculty of Vete-
rinary and Animal Sci-
ences, the Islamia
University of Bahawalpur,
attended the 3rd
International
Agrobiodiversity Congress
(IAC) to present his
research paper in Kunming,
China.

The Congress was co-
organized by  Yunnan
Agricultural ~ University
(YNAU) and the Chinese
Academy of Agricultural
Sciences (CAAS). Dr. Yi
Wu Associate Professor,

Institute of Traditional
Chinese Veterinary
Medicine, College of
Veterinary Medicine,
Yunnan Agricultural
University, Kunming,

Yunnan Province, China

had invited Dr. Khalid
Mehmood. This visit was

fully sponsored by the
College of Veterinary
Medicine, Yunnan
Agricultural ~ University,

covering all expenses.

Dr. Khalid Mehmood
visited the Animal Care
Hospital and participated

in interactive sessions
with faculty members and
postgraduate students

from the Faculty of Life
Science and Technology,
Kunming University of
Science and Technology,

Chma and the Collegeof

Veterinary Medicine,
Yunnan Agricultural
University, China, for

prospective collaborative
research and to apply for
research grants under One

Belt and One Road. Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr
Muhammad Kamran and
Dean Faculty of

Veterinary and Animal
Sciences Prof Dr Khalid
Mansoor have praised the
international research col-
laboration of Dr Khalid
Mehmood.

Abduction of Maulana
Saeed condemned

F.P. Report

WANA: Mounting concern
and anger continue to grip
South Waziristan following
the alleged abduction of a
prominent religious and
social leader, Maulana
Muhammad Saeed
Kakakhel, from Sindh’s
Kacha region. In a strongly
worded press conference
held at the District
Headquarters in Wana, polit-
ical and civil society leaders
condemned what they
termed the state's “alarming
silence and failure” in recov-
ering the abducted scholar,
even after three months of
his disappearance.

Speakers at the press con-
ference expressed deep
anguish and helplessness,
calling it a stark indictment
of the country’s security and
legal apparatus. They criti-
cized the authorities for their
inaction, pointing out that no
meaningful or effective steps
had been taken so far to trace
or  recover
Kakakhel.

Wana, once an epicenter
of militancy and military
operations, has struggled for
years to achieve lasting
peace. The recent incident
has rekindled fears among
locals, who feel they remain
marginalized even after the
merger of tribal areas into the
national mainstream. “This

Maulana

disappearance once again
highlights the disconnect
between the state and its trib-
al citizens,” one speaker
remarked.

Adding to the public out-
rage is the refusal by police
stations in Wana and
Islamabad to register an FIR,
a move the speakers
described as both a legal fail-
ure and a humanitarian disre-
gard. Maulana Kakakhel,
widely respected for his
work in education, welfare,
and social cohesion, is seen
not just as a religious figure,
but as a unifying force in the
community. His abduction,
they said, represents a broad-
er crisis of governance and
state responsiveness in the
tribal belt.

The leaders warned that if
immediate steps were not
taken to recover the
Maulana, they would be left
with no option but to launch
a protest movement, one that
could quickly spread to other
tribal districts. They stressed
that the state’s silence and
delays were becoming
increasingly intolerable for
the local population.

The press conference con-
cluded with a joint appeal to
the Government of Pakistan,
the Sindh Government, and
law enforcement agencies to
utilize all available resources
for the safe and immediate
recovery of  Maulana

Muhammad Saeed
Kakakhel.  They  also
demanded  strict action

against the officials who
refused to lodge the initial
report.

“Until the people of tribal
areas are assured that their
lives, dignity, and safety are
equal to any other citizen of
Pakistan,” the leaders
warned, “this sense of alien-
ation will continue to deep-
en—and with it, the state’s
writ may remain nothing
more than a formality on
paper.”

Search & strike opera-
tion conducted against
TTP: Security forces carried
out a major search operation
against the banned outfit
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) in sensitive areas of
Tehsil Birmal, Lower South
Waziristan, including Azam
Warsak, Karamzi Stop,
Kalosha, Landi Doag, and
Dana Lagad. The operation
involved intense use of
heavy and light weapons,
accompanied by the thunder-
ous presence of gunship hel-
icopters.

According to sources,
during the course of the
operation, all entry and exit
routes, including the main
Azam Warsak-Wana Road,
were completely sealed off,
effectively confining local
residents to their homes for
over four hours.

Unknown
gunmen shot

killed SHO

F.P. Report

LARKANA : Unknown gun-
men opened fire on a car near
SP Chowk in the densely
populated area of Larkana
city, resulting in the death of
SHO of Mirpur Buriro Police
Station of Jacobabad district,
Nazir Ahmed Chandio, on
the spot, while the accused
fled after firing.

According to police
sources, the incident took
place due to old enmity. On
the other hand, the police
have started a series of raids
to arrest the accused.

Meanwhile, alleged sui-
cide of Ayaz Hussain
Chandio, a resident of Dokri
Rice Research Center near
Larkana, yesterday, while the

heirs  suspect  murder.
According to details, the
young man, 35-year-old

Ayaz Hussain Chandio, a res-
ident of Dokri Rice Research
Center, allegedly committed
suicide due to poverty yester-
day.

While talking to the media
after the heirs conducted the
postmortem of the body from
Dokri Hospital, the heir of
the  deceased,  Akram
Chandio, protested and said
that two unknown suspects
had entered the house last
night and killed Ayaz. When

contacted, the Dokri police

said that action would be

taken only after the post-
|| mortem report comes, while
1| a case of the incident had not
* || been registered till last infor-

mation.
AWP protests against
budget: Awami Workers

Party (AWP) held a protest
demonstration in front of the
Press Club, against the
provincial and federal budg-
ets. The protesters carried
placards and banners and
raised slogans against infla-
tion in the budget presented.
On this occasion, Awami
Workers Party Sindh General
Secretary  Afar  Imam,
Comrade Mithal Baloch,
Ghulam Qadir Gadehi and
others protested and said that
the current budget is not only
an attack on the country's
economic sovereignty but
also a declaration of war for
the rights, dignity and sur-
vival of the working class.
They said that the Sindh gov-
ernment's failure to announce
a minimum wage for the
workers is a complete injus-
tice to the working class,
which we condemn in the
strongest terms.

The leaders further said
that the federal and provin-
cial budgets were prepared
on the advice of the
International Monetary
Fund, which is a conspiracy
to further enslave the poor
people. They said that the
budget neither contains food
for the workers, nor land for
the farmers, nor has it pro-
vided any means of provid-
ing employment for the
youth, and no provision has
been made for the basic
needs of the people. They
further said that the govern-
ment representatives, who
are mostly bigwigs, land-
lords, capitalists and elites,
have increased their salaries
by up to 500% and not
announcing the wages of the
workers has proven that they
are not concerned with
democracy but with personal
interests, while the salaries
and pensions of government
employees who are already
grinding in the mill of infla-
tion have been increased by
only 7 to 10%, which is
equal to a drop in the infla-
tion storm. They demanded
that the wages of the workers
be increased to at least Rs.
70,000, 40% dispensation
allowance be given to the
employees, the preparation
of the budget should be
made possible by the partici-
pation of public representa-
tives instead of the IMF.

Fourth Paigham-e-Auliya
conference held n Pabb1

E.P. ilepot

PABBI: The fourth Pai-
gham-e-Auliya
Conference was held in
connection with the Urs of
Syed Pir Rehmat Krim
Dag Baba Jan, under the
chairmanship of his suc-
cessor, Sahibzada Hafiz
Pir Saeed Hussain Al-
Qadri, on Monday.

The conference saw the
participation of prominent

religious and political
leaders, including Pir of
Mankki Sharif, Maulana
Abdul Haq Sani, Mian
Iftikhar Hussain, and oth-
ers.

The speakers empha-
sized the significance of
Syed Pir Rehmat Krim
Dag Baba Jan's contribu-
tions to Islam and high-
lighted the importance of
his legacy. Sahibzada
Hafiz Pir Saeed Hussain

\ . \
Al-Qadri emphasized the
continuation of Baba Jan's

mission and expressed
gratitude to the partici-
pants for their presence.

The conference was
held to commemorate the
Urs Mubarak of Syed Pir
Rehmat Krim Dag Baba
Jan. The participants dis-
cussed the impact of Baba
Jan's work and its rele-
vance in contemporary
times.

Students of GDC

flay shifting of faculty

F.P. Report

LANDI KOTAL: Second
semester  students  of
Zoology Department in
Government Degree
College, Landi Kotal have
declined shifting of their
faculty classes to
Government
College,Jamrud,district
Khyber due to lack of lab
requirements.

Addressing to press con-
ference in district press
club, Landi Kotal on
Monday college students
leader Dawood Shinwari
flanked by a dozens of
zoology department stu-
dents said that an inspec-
tion team from University
of Peshawar (UoP) on pre-
text of lack of basic equip-
ments in the zoology lab,
the rest of zoology BS
classes were shifted to
Jamrud College that was an
attempt to deprive them of
getting high education at
their door steps, they
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added.

The learners blamed that
instead of facilitating them
at their own college, the
necessary equipment from
Landi Kotal college zoolo-
gy lab were reallocated to
furnish Jamrud College and
then asked them to attend
their rest of classes in the
later one that was unaccept-
able.

It is not only physical
and economical sufferings
for the students to travel
more than forty kilometers
to join their rest classes of
six semesters in Jamrud
College, but also put in risk
the future of a dozen stu-
dents, they regretted.

The students expressed
their dissatisfaction over

the dilapidated condition of
the government degree col-
lege, Landi Kotal and said
increase in college fee from
Rs.5000 to Rs.12000,
shortage of qualified teach-
ing staff would further
motivate the UoP officials
to drop computer science
and other subjects from the
BS facility.

They also criticized the
parliamentarians of the
constituency and said
they had turned blind eyes
towards the students’
problems. They warned
that if the decision of
shifting classes to Jamrud
College was not revised
then they would come to
the streets to defend their
rights.

Body announces
scholarships for students

Haleem Asad

LOWER DIR: The Dir Think
Tank (DTT), a citizens’ body
comprised of scholars,
researchers, and profession-
als from Lower Dir, has
announced a scholarship ini-
tiative for deserving students
of the University of
Malakand  (UoM) and
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
University (SBBU),
Sheringal, Upper Dir. The
announcement was made
during a DTT meeting held at
Akhunkhail House, Mand-
esh, Rabat, here the other
day. The meeting was chaired
by DTTfounder Rahim Shah
Akhunkhail, who is also a
US national working for
overseas Pakistanis.

As part of the new initia-
tive, four students from UoM
(two male, two female) and
two from SBBU (one male,
one female) will be awarded
merit scholarships. A formal
selection process will be
established in collaboration
with the universities to ens-
ure transparency and merit.

The meeting also anno-
unced the formation of the
body’s executive team. The
new executive team includes
Rahim Shah Akhunkhail as
President; Dr. Muhammad
Usman (Vice President,
Operations);  Dr.  Altaf
Hussain Akhunkhail (Vice
President, Relationship Ma-
nagement); Dr. Wali Rehman
(General Secretary); Dr. Itbar
Khan (Treasurer); Dr. Mu-
hammad Ayub Khan (Sec-
retary Information); Dr. W-
ajid Raza (Focal Executive,
SBBU); and  Shanzeb
Akhunkhail (social media).

The participants noted that
DTT, in the past, had
arranged successful semi-
nars, jirga meetings, social
media sessions, and recogni-
tion of top-performing stu-
dents.

In his address, the founder
stated that while DTT’s mis-
sion remains unchanged,
focusing on regional devel-
opment through research,
analysis, policy guidance,
and institutional engagement,
the organization was shifting
towards a more supportive
and advisory role. He empha-
sized setting short-term,
achievable goals while aim-
ing for long-term aspirations.
The new executive team will
serve for at least two years to
lay down structural and
strategic foundations.

Akhunkhail, a prominent
social activist and philanthro-
pist, stated that with its new
direction and leadership,
DTT was set to expand its
impact on education, policy,
and regional uplift in Lower
and Upper Dir districts. Ac-
cording to Mr Akhunkhail,
Dir Think Tank supports
regional development thr-
ough research and analysis,
highlighting needs and solu-
tions, guiding law makers,
public and institutions in
shaping policies, monitoring
initiatives, engaging peace
building measures and con-
tinuous improvements

The meeting also identi-
fied priority actions for the
next 3 to 4 months. These
include strengthening rela-
tionships within DTT, shar-
ing the mission with politi-
cians, academic, and civil
society stakeholders, hosting

a post-budget seminar with
the University of Malakand,
and establishing research
grant committees at UoM
and SBBU. Plans are under-
way to adopt five schools in
Dir, publish policy papers,
and assist in forming the pro-
posed Dir Development Jirga
(DDJ).

Child killed: A child was
killed while two other sus-
tained injuries when a motor-
car met with an accident in
Kaladag Surang and plunged
into a ravine over 120 feet
deep in the jurisdiction of
Balambat police station. The
Rescue 1122 recovery team
successfully retrieved the
vehicle from the ravine and
shifted the injured to a nearby
hospital.

Political gatherings,
power crisis, and education
woes highlight public frus-
tration in Lower Dir: The
Jamiat JUI-F Adenzai chap-
ter organized an Eid Milan
party in Gulabad, which
drew a large gathering of
party office-bearers from var-
ious forums, along with rep-
resentatives of political and
social organizations.

Addressing the event,
JUI-F Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Deputy General Secretary
Maulana Mohammad Rah-
eem Haqqani, district emir
Sirajuddin, former finance
minister Muzaffar  Said
Advocate, provincial coordi-
nator Qazi Ayazuddin, Mau-
lana Imran Haqqani, Qari
Nazir Mohammad, Hafiz
Hussain Ahmad, and other
senior leaders strongly criti-
cized the performance of
both the provincial and feder-
al governments.

Eidul Azha & cleanliness in KP, a model for all in Pakistan

Ghulam Hussain Ghazi

Chief  Minister

Ali

Amin

disinfectants, lime powder was

at the local level.

In Swat,

other provinces. In regions where

boastful claims, but through quiet,

temperature and
platelets.
S >’

URING the 3 sacred
Ddays of Eid al-Azha, the
way animal wastes and
remains were collected and
cleanliness maintained in nook
and corner of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa was so exempla-
ry that the public has befitting-
ly started calling it the
“Cleanliness Eid.”
Indeed, Eid al-Azha is not just a
religious festival but a compre-
hensive test of communal spirit,
sacrifice, physical, spiritual
purification, hygiene and social
awareness. While in some areas
this occasion turns into a mirror
reflecting administrative chaos
and filthy surroundings, this year
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, it
emerged as a shining example of
order, discipline and remarkable
sanitation. The integrated and
effective strategy adopted by the
provincial government left all
other provinces behind and truly
made Khyber Pakhtunkhwa the
standard-bearer of a "Clean Eid".
On the special directives of

Gandapur, the cleanliness opera-
tions were not only efficiently
planned but also visibly executed
at the grassroots level. Disposing
of over 24,939 tons of animal
waste promptly and scientifically
at designated spots was not just a
numerical achievement; it was a
clear testament that the govern-
ment didn't merely issue orders
but ensured they were executed
with sincerity, integrity and unre-
lenting effort.

Having spent the first two days
of Eid in Peshawar and my native
district Lower Dir, and later trav-
eling across Malakand Division
before heading to Lahore and
Karachi on the third and fourth
days, I witnessed firsthand the
stark contrast. In other provinces,
reeking piles of waste still greeted
citizens in streets and alleys, with
social media and newspapers
flooded with complaints and
images that mocked the authori-
ties. In another contrast, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa had completed the
cleanup within the first two days.
Every locality was sprayed with

applied, and fragrant water was
used to freshen the environment.
This is the difference that speaks
not just through numbers but
through real outcomes, and it is
precisely this observation that sets
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa apart from
the rest.

In Peshawar alone, over 9,500
tons of wastes were removed.
District, tehsil, and municipal
staff worked tirelessly day and
night to deliver an unmatched
level of cleanliness. Minister for
Local Government Arshad Ayub
and Chief Secretary Shahab Ali
Shah personally took to the field,
supervised cleanup efforts at
every site, and ensured that all
directives were swiftly imple-
mented. This is more than mere
formality, it is a vibrant reflection
of a responsive leadership that
makes people feel genuinely
cared for.

Following the same spirit,
ministers in other districts also
took active part in the Eid sanita-
tion campaigns, translating the
Chief Minister's vision into action

Minister for Livestock Fazal
Hakim Yousafzai led from the
front; in Lower Dir, Advisor for
Prisons Humayun Khan took
charge; in Malakand,
Environment ~ Minister ~ Pir
Musawir Shah was on the ground;
in Mardan, it was Food Minister
Zahir Shah Toru; in Mansehra,
Tourism Advisor Zahid Chanzeb
and in Lakki Marwat, Agriculture
Minister Sajjad Barakwal. They
not only appreciated the munici-
pal staff but also mobilized their
respective departments. From
Chitral to Dera Ismail Khan and
in the merged districts, commis-
sioners and deputy commission-
ers were tasked with supervising
operations.

As the saying goes, “The lamp
must burn before it shines.”
Despite limited financial
resources, shortage of personnel
and localized challenges in some
areas, the KP government shoul-
dered its cleanliness responsibili-
ty with such diligence that it not
only set a high benchmark but
also offered a practical lesson for

cleanliness was considered the
sole domain of private or non-
governmental organizations, KP’s
government mobilized state
machinery to prove that where
intentions are pure, execution
becomes transparent.

Regarding public complaints
on sanitation, the performance
was equally commendable. Only
1,289 complaints surfaced across
the province, of which all but one
were promptly resolved. In stark
contrast to the citizens of other
provinces who took to social
media to lament the dismal state
of cleanliness, people in KP
expressed satisfaction and admi-
ration, offering public affirmation
that both government and citizens
had fulfilled their duties responsi-
bly.

As rightly put by Information
Advisor Barrister Dr. Muhammad
Ali Saif, this was not just about
sanitation, it was a manifestation
of good governance. The KP gov-
ernment transformed Eid al-Azha
into a celebration of administra-
tive success, not with noise or

effective execution.

It would not be an exaggera-
tion to say that when the rest of
the country was grappling with
sanitation crises during Eid,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa silently
established a new standard, not as
a one-time effort but as a lumi-
nous step towards a better future.
Instead of “darkness beneath the
lamp,” this time the lamp's glow
spread from the provincial capital
to every corner of the province,
leaving every street and bazaar
clean, fragrant and shining.

This is the very model of

governance that the entire
nation yearns for. On Eid, the
government and people of

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa not only
offered animal sacrifices but
also demonstrated true devotion
to hygiene, transparency, and
public service, turning this Eid
into a memorable event. A mem-
ory that now stands as a beacon
of excellent cleanliness manage-
ment, and one that may well
become the benchmark for
times to come.
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Indian tribes visit
U museum

.

from the Indian state of
Nagaland have held talks at
a museum in Britain to
secure the return of ances-
tral remains taken during
the colonial era and put on
display for decades.

Skulls and other body
parts were often brought
from Asia, Africa and else-
where to Britain and to
other former colonial pow-
ers, as "trophies", to be
traded, displayed or stud-
ied. There are growing calls
worldwide  for  such
remains, as well as stolen
art, to be returned to their
communities as part of a
centuries-old movement
demanding reparations for
colonialism and slavery.

Just last month, skulls of
19 African Americans were
returned to New Orleans
from Germany to where
they were sent for examina-
tion by phrenology - the
now discredited belief that
the shape and size of a head
shows mental ability and
character, especially when
applied to different ethnic

OXFORD (Reuters): Tbes

groups. Historians say
some of the remains were
taken by colonial officers
from burial sites and battle-
fields in Nagaland, where
for centuries headhunting
was common practice.
Others were looted in acts
of violence.

The Pitt Rivers Museum,
which displays collections
from Oxford University,
holds the world's largest
Naga collection, including
thousands of artefacts, 41
human remains, primarily
skulls, and 178 objects that
contain or may contain
human hair. It removed all
remains from public dis-
play in 2020, including
ancestors of Dolly Kikon,
an anthropologist from
Nagaland's  Lotha-Naga
tribe, who teaches at the
University of California
and who travelled to
Oxford last week.

"For the first time, there
is a Naga delegation (at the
museum) to connect and to
reclaim our history, our cul-
ture and our belongings,"
Kikon, 49, told Reuters.

Museum director Laura
Van Broekhoven said the
timing of the return of the
remains was still uncertain
due to the bureaucracy
involved. The museum is
also in talks with other
groups to facilitate more
items being returned.

The 23 Naga representa-
tives, including elders of
several tribes, repeated
calls by British lawmakers
and campaigners for the
government to legislate to
protect ancestral remains.
Some European countries,
such as the Netherlands,
have national policies for
the repatriation of human
remains.

Opponents of repara-
tions argue that contempo-
rary states and institutions
should not be held respon-
sible for their past.
Advocates say action is
needed to address the lega-
cies, such as systemic and
structural racism. "One way
to confront the colonial
legacy is for indigenous
people to be able to tell our
own stories," Kikon said.

German court jails Syrian
‘torture doctor for life

BERLIN (AFP): A German
court on Monday sentenced
a Syrian doctor to life in
prison for crimes against
humanity for torturing
detainees at military hospi-
tals under former ruler
Bashar al-Assad.

The crimes committed
by Alaa Mousa, 40, during
the Syrian civil war were
"part of a brutal reaction by
Assad's dictatorial, unjust
regime", said Christoph
Koller, the presiding judge
at the higher regional court
in Frankfurt. Germany has
tried several Assad support-
ers under the legal principle
of "universal jurisdiction",
which allows for serious
crimes to be prosecuted
even if they were commit-
ted in a different country.

The civil war erupted in
2011 after Assad's brutal
repression of anti-govern-
ment protests, sparking a
spiralling conflict that drew
in regional actors and cost
hundreds of thousands of

lives. Mousa was accused
by federal prosecutors of
torturing patients at mili-
tary hospitals in Damascus
and Homs on 18 occasions
between 2011 and 2012.

In one instance, Mousa
was said to have set fire to
the genitals of a teenage
boy and in another case to
have delivered a lethal
injection to a detainee who
resisted a beating. As well
as crimes against humanity,
the court found Mousa
guilty of murder, torture
and war crimes.

He had denied the
charges in the trial, which
came to a close a few
months after Assad was
ousted in December 2024.
Mousa arrived in Germany
in 2015 on a visa for highly
skilled workers at the same
time as hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrians were flee-
ing the civil war at home.
He continued to practise
medicine in Germany,
working as an orthopaedic

doctor until he was arrested
in June 2020.

According to federal
prosecutors, Mousa worked
at military hospitals in
Homs and Damascus,
where political opponents
detained by the government
were brought for treatment.
Instead of receiving med-
ical assistance, the patients
were tortured and "not
infrequently killed".

In one case, Mousa was
accused of pouring flam-
mable liquid on a prisoner's
wounds before setting them
on fire and kicking him in
the face so hard that three
of his teeth had to be
replaced. Other inmates
were kicked and beaten,
sometimes with medical
tools, according to prosecu-
tors. During the trial, the
court heard testimony from
colleagues and detainees,
who said they recognised
the accused, according to
German  weekly  Der
Spiegel.

Relatives wait
for remains
after Air India

crash

NEW DELHI (AFP):
Indian health officials have
begun handing relatives the
bodies of their loved ones
after one of the world's
worst plane crashes in
decades, but most families
were still waiting Monday
for results of DNA testing.

While mourners have
held funerals for some of
the 279 people killed when
the Air India jet crashed in
the western city of
Ahmedabad, others are fac-
ing an anguished wait.
"They said it would take 48
hours. But it's been four
days and we haven't
received any response,"
said Rinal Christian, 23,
whose elder brother was a
passenger on the jetliner.

There was one survivor
out of 242 passengers and
crew on board the London-
bound plane Thursday
when it slammed into a res-
idential area of
Ahmedabad, killing at least
38 people on the ground as
well. "My brother was the
sole breadwinner of the
family," Christian said. "So
what happens next?"

Among the latest victims
identified  was  Vijay
Rupani, a senior member of
India's ruling party and for-
mer chief minister of
Gujarat state. His flag-
draped coffin was carried
in Ahmedabad by soldiers,
along with a portrait of the
politician draped in a gar-
land of flowers. A two-hour
journey away in Anand dis-
trict, crowds gathered in a
funeral procession for pas-
senger Kinal Mistry.

The 24-year-old had
postponed her flight, leav-
ing her father Suresh
Mistry agonising that "she
would have been alive" if
she had stuck to her origi-
nal plan. Air India said
there were 169 Indian pas-
sengers, 53 British, seven
Portuguese and a Canadian
on board the flight, as well
as 12 crew members.
Eighty crash victims have
been identified, according
to Rajnish Patel, a doctor at
Ahmedabad's civil hospital.

"This is a meticulous
and slow process, so it has
to be done meticulously
only," Patel said. One vic-
tim's relative who did not
want to be named told AFP
they had been instructed
not to open the coffin when
they receive it.Witnesses
reported seeing badly burnt
bodies and  scattered
remains. Nilesh Vaghela, a
casket maker, was asleep
when the crash happened
early afternoon.

"Then around 5:00 pm, I
got a call from Air India
saying they need coffins,"
he told AFP after deliver-
ing dozens. "My work is
very sad. All these inno-
cent people died, small
children," he said.
"Someone has to do it."
The Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner erupted into a
fireball when it went down
moments after takeoff,
smashing into buildings
used by medical staff.

World on the cusp of a new
nuclear arms race, says SIPRI

STOCKHOLM: The world is becom-
ing more unstable, and the likelihood
that nuclear weapons may one day be
used is increasing, despite the wishes
of humanity.

That is the broad conclusion of the
Stockholm  International Peace
Research Institute’s (SIPRI)
Yearbook, published on Monday. It is
a compilation of SIPRI’s recent
research into conflicts, arms transfers
and military expenditure, but it places
particular emphasis on what SIPRI
sees as a dawning new arms race
among the nine nuclear-armed states
— the United States, Russia, the
United Kingdom, France, China,
India, Pakistan, North Korea and
Israel.

Although the number of nuclear
warheads in the world is declining as
the US and Russia gradually disman-
tle 1,000 retired warheads, new war-
heads are entering stockpiles and will
eventually outpace these in the
absence of any treaties reducing or
limiting stockpiles, said SIPRI
Improvements in potency, delivery
and accuracy are also bringing about
a new nuclear era, it said.

“We are at a step change, which
has been going on since just before
the pandemic,” SIPRI director Dan
Smith told Al Jazeera. “It’s not just
little bits and pieces here and there.
It’s everybody moving in that direc-
tion of upgrading, including the new
nuclear weapon state of North Korea
and the relatively new ones of
Pakistan and India, who went nuclear
in the 90s.” China is building 350
new launch silos in its northern
deserts and mountains. It has assem-
bled 100 new warheads in the past
year to reach 600 and is likely to con-
tinue expanding at that pace.
Although China has a no-first-use
policy, it may be developing a
launch-on-warning capability — a sort
of reflexive counterstrike.

China and India may both now be

deploying warheads on missiles dur-
ing peacetime, changing a longstand-
ing policy of keeping warheads and
missiles unmated. India may be
developing longer-range missiles as it
broadens its traditional focus on
Pakistan to include China.

North Korea is estimated to have
refined enough fissile material to
build 40 bombs in addition to the 50
it possesses, and has said it is about to
launch tactical nuclear weapons.
Pakistan, too, is stockpiling fissile
material and its “nuclear weapon
arsenal ... [is] likely to continue to
expand over the next decade”, wrote
SIPRI. The UK is raising its stockpile
from 225 warheads to 260 and build-
ing a new Dreadnought class of
nuclear-capable submarines. France,
too, is building a third-generation
submarine and designing an air-
launched cruise missile, both nuclear-
capable.

Israel is thought to be able to
launch nuclear missiles from torpedo
tubes in its existing submarines, but
its latest, the Drakon, is believed to
have a vertical launch system as well.
All these nations, however, represent
just 10 percent of the nuclear arsenal.
The remaining 90 percent belongs to
Russia and the US, with more than
1,700 deployed warheads each, and
4,521 in storage between them.

In addition to being in the process
of upgrading its nuclear-capable mis-
siles, submarines and bombers, the
US last year took delivery of 200
“modernised” nuclear warheads, the
most in one year since the end of the
Cold War. Russia, too, is mod-
ernising its air- and sea-based deliv-
ery systems, and may have placed
nuclear weapons on the territory of
Belarus. Last year, it expanded its
nuclear doctrine. Previously, the use
of nuclear weapons was authorised
when the very existence of the state
was in jeopardy. Now it is authorised
when there is a “critical threat”

against Russia’s sovereignty or terri-
torial integrity, or if there is a “mas-
sive launch of air and space attack
means” crossing the state border.
Those means include unmanned aer-
ial vehicles, which Ukraine often
launches in dozens into Russia at a
time.

Russia’s new doctrine “could be
interpreted to mean that Russia has
lowered the threshold for the use of
its nuclear weapons”, wrote SIPRI.
“The mixed performance of Russia’s
conventional weapons in its war
against Ukraine could reaffirm, and
potentially even deepen, Russia’s
reliance on nuclear weapons in its
national security strategy.” These
changes are happening against a
backdrop of intensifying convention-
al armed conflict in the world.

“The estimated overall number of
fatalities rose from 188,000 in 2023
to 239,000 in 2024,” said SIPRI, cit-
ing five major conflicts: Israel’s war
on Gaza, the Russia-Ukraine crisis,
civil wars in Myanmar and Sudan,
and “subnational armed conflicts” in
Ethiopia. World military spending
rose by 37 percent in the past decade,
and by 9.4 percent last year alone, to
$2.7 trillion, said SIPRI.

The combination of greater
nuclear range, firepower, accuracy
and survivability and intensifying
conventional conflict feeds a desire
for proliferation, said Minna
Alander, a fellow with the
Transatlantic Defense and Security
programme at the Centre for
European Policy Analysis (CEPA).
“The situation has triggered a
nuclear debate even in unlikely parts
of Europe: the idea of a ‘Nordic
bomb’ has become a morning radio
topic in Sweden and Denmark’s ex-
Foreign Minister, Jeppe Kofod,
recently described a Nordic defence
union with own nuclear weapons as
‘not only a dream but a strategic

necessity’,” she said. — Aljazeera

UN slashes global aid plan
over ‘deepest funding cuts ever’

NEW YORK (AFP): The
United  Nations  said
Monday it was drastically
scaling back its global
humanitarian aid plans
because of the "deepest
funding cuts ever" -- leav-
ing tens of millions of peo-
ple facing dire straits.

The UN's Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said it was seek-
ing $29 billion in funding
for 2025 compared to the
$44  billion originally
requested in December, in a
"hyper-prioritised" appeal.
Since US President Donald
Trump returned to office in
January, the United States -
- the world's top donor --
has heavily slashed foreign
aid, causing havoc in the
humanitarian sector across
the globe.

Drastic US funding cuts
have had dramatic conse-
quences for emergency aid,
vaccination campaigns and
the distribution of drugs to
fight AIDS. Other major
donor countries have also
cut back their contributions
in the face of an uncertain
economic outlook.

"Brutal funding cuts

leave us with brutal choic-
es," OCHA chief Tom
Fletcher said in a statement.
"All we ask is one percent
of what you chose to spend
last year on war. But this
isn't just an appeal for
money -- it's a call for glob-
al responsibility, for human
solidarity, for a commit-
ment to end the suffering."
In late April, while visiting
a hospital in Kandahar in
Afghanistan, Fletcher
warned: "Cutting funding
for those in greatest need is
not something to boast
about... The impact of aid
cuts is that millions die."

With 2025  nearly
halfway through, the UN
has received only $5.6 bil-
lion out of the $44 billion
originally sought for this
year -- a mere 13 percent.
In total, the original plan
covered more than 70 coun-
tries and aimed to assist
nearly 190 million vulnera-
ble people. Even so, that
plan acknowledged there
were 115 million people the
UN would not be able to
reach.

"We have been forced
into a triage of human sur-
vival," Fletcher  said

Monday. The mathematics
"is cruel, and the conse-
quences are heartbreaking".
"Too many people will not
get the support they need,
but we will save as many
lives as we can with the
resources we are given," he
said. Aid will now be
directed so that it can
"reach the people and
places facing the most
urgent needs", with those in
"extreme or catastrophic
conditions" as the starting
point, said Fletcher.

"This will ensure that
limited resources are direct-
ed where they can do the
most good -- as quickly as
possible," the statement
said. Fletcher's call came as
the UN's Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) and World Food
Programme (WFP) issued a
joint early warning report
identifying worsening
hunger in 13 hotspots.

Five of those places are
facing an immediate risk of
starvation -- situations
worsened by dwindling
funds, the agencies said.
Sudan, the Palestinian terri-
tories, South Sudan, Haiti
and Mali have communities

"already facing famine, at
risk of famine or confront-
ed with catastrophic levels
of acute food insecurity"”,
said the report.

"The devastating crises
are being exacerbated by
growing access constraints
and critical funding short-
falls," it said. Yemen, the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Myanmar and
Nigeria are now considered
of very high concern and
requiring urgent attention
to save lives and liveli-
hoods, it added, with
Burkina  Faso, Chad,
Somalia and Syria the other
hotspots. "This report is a
red alert," said WFP chief
Cindy McCain.

"Without funding and
access, we cannot save
lives. Urgent, sustained
investment in food assis-
tance and recovery sup-
port is crucial as the win-
dow to avert yet more
devastating hunger is
closing fast." In late
March, WFP said it was
facing an "unprecedented
crisis" due to a 40 percent
cut in its funding for 2025,
risking life-saving aid for
58 million people.

ICE using no-bid contracts, boosting big firms, to get more detention beds

LEAVENWORTH, Kan. (AP):
Leavenworth, Kansas, occupies a
mythic space in American crime, its
name alone evoking a short hand for
serving hard time. The federal peni-
tentiary housed gangsters Al Capone
and Machine Gun Kelly — in a build-
ing so storied that it inspired the term
“the big house.”

Now Kansas’ oldest city could
soon be detaining far less famous peo-
ple, migrants swept up in President
Donald Trump’s promise of mass
deportations of those living in the US
illegally. The federal government has
signed a deal with the private prison
firm CoreCivic Corp. to reopen a
1,033-bed prison in Leavenworth as
part of a surge of contracts US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement has issued without seek-
ing competitive bids.

ICE has cited a “compelling
urgency” for thousands more deten-
tion beds, and its efforts have sent
profit estimates soaring for politically
connected private companies, includ-
ing CoreCivic, based in the Nashville,
Tennessee, area and another giant
firm, The Geo Group Inc., headquar-
tered in southern Florida. That push
faces resistance. Leavenworth filed a
lawsuit against CoreCivic after it tried
to reopen without city officials sign-
ing off on the deal, quoting a federal
judge’s past description of the now-
shuttered prison as “a hell hole." The
case in Leavenworth serves as anoth-
er test of the limits of the Republican
president's unusually aggressive tac-
tics to force migrant removals.

To get more detention beds, the
Trump administration has modified
dozens of existing agreements with
contractors and used no-bid contracts.
One pays $73 million to a company
led by former federal immigration
officials for “immigration enforce-
ment support teams” to handle admin-
istrative tasks, such as helping coordi-
nate removals, triaging complaints or
telling ICE if someone is a risk to

community safety. Just last week ,
Geo Group announced that ICE mod-
ified a contract for an existing deten-
tion center in southeastern Georgia so
that the company could reopen an idle
prison on adjacent land to hold 1,868
migrants — and earn $66 million in
annual revenue.

“Never in our 42-year company
history have we had so much activity
and demand for our services as we are
seeing right now,” said CoreCivic
CEO Damon Hininger during an earn-
ings call last month with shareholders.
A tax-cutting and budget reconcilia-
tion measure approved last month by
the House includes $45 billion over
four years for immigrant detention, a
threefold spending increase. The
Senate is now considering that legisla-
tion.

When Trump started his second
term in January, CoreCivic and Geo
had around 20 idle facilities, partly
because of sentencing reforms that
reduced prison populations. But the
Trump administration wants to more
than double the existing 41,000 beds
for detaining migrants to at least
100,000 beds and — if private prison
executives' predictions are accurate
— possibly to more than 150,000.
ICE declared a national emergency on
the US border with Mexico as part of
its justification for authorizing nine
five-year contracts for a combined
10,312 beds without “Full and Open
Competition.”

Only three of the nine potential
facilities were listed in ICE’s docu-
ment: Leavenworth, a 2,560-bed
CoreCivic-owned facility in
California City, California, and an
1,800-bed Geo-owned prison in
Baldwin, Michigan. The agreement
for the Leavenworth facility hasn’t
been released, nor have documents for
the other two sites. CoreCivic and
Geo Group officials said last month
on earnings calls that ICE used what
are known as letter contracts, meant to
speed things up when time is critical.

Charles Tiefer, a contract expert
and professor emeritus of law at the
University of Baltimore Law School,
said letter contracts normally are
reserved for minor matters, not the big
changes he sees ICE making to previ-
ous agreements. “I think that a letter
contract is a pathetic way to make big
important contracts,” he said.

CoreCivic's Leavenworth facility
quickly became a priority for ICE and
the company because of its central
location. Leavenworth, with 37,000
residents, is only 10 miles (16 kilome-
ters) to the west of the Kansas City
International Airport. The facility
would hold men and women and is
within ICE’s area of operations for
Chicago, 420 miles (676 kilometers)
to the northeast.

“That would mean that people tar-
geted in the Chicago area and in
Illinois would end up going to this
facility down in Kansas,” said Jesse
Franzblau, a senior policy analyst for
the National Immigrant Justice
Center. Prisons have long been an
important part of Leavenworth's econ-
omy, employing hundreds of workers
to guard prisoners held in two military
facilities, the nation’s first federal
penitentiary, a Kansas correctional
facility and a county jail within 6
miles (10 kilometers) of city hall.

The Leavenworth area's politics
might have been expected to help
CoreCivic. Trump carried its county
by more than 20 percentage points in
each of his three campaigns for presi-
dent. But skeptical city officials argue
that CoreCivic needs a special use
permit to reopen its facility. CoreCivic
disagrees, saying that it doesn't
because it never abandoned the facili-
ty and that the permitting process
would take too long. Leavenworth
sued the company to force it to get
one, and a state-court judge last week
issued an order requiring it.

An attorney for the city, Joe Hatley,
said the legal fight indicates how
much ill will CoreCivic generated

when it held criminal suspects there
for trials in federal court for the US
Marshals Service. In late 2021,
CoreCivic stopped housing pretrial
detainees in its Leavenworth facility
after then-President Joe Biden, a
Democrat, called on the US
Department of Justice to curb the use
of private prisons. In the months
before the closure, the American Civil
Liberties Union and federal public
defenders detailed stabbings, suicides,
a homicide and inmate rights viola-
tions in a letter to the White House.
CoreCivic responded at the time that
the claims were “false and defamato-
ry.”

Vacancies among correctional offi-
cers were as high as 23%, according
to a Department of Justice report from
2017. “It was just mayhem,” recalled
William Rogers, who worked as a
guard at the CoreCivic facility in
Leavenworth from 2016 through
2020. He said repeated assaults sent
him to the emergency room three
times, including once after a blow to
the head that required 14 staples.

When Leavenworth sued
CoreCivic, it opened its lawsuit with a
quote from US District Court Judge
Julie Robinson — an appointee of
President George W. Bush, a
Republican — who said of the prison:
“The only way I could describe it
frankly, what’s going on at CoreCivic
right now is it’s an absolute hell hole.”
The city’s lawsuit described detainees
locked in showers as punishment. It
said that sheets and towels from the
facility clogged up the wastewater
system and that CoreCivic impeded
the city police force’s ability to inves-
tigate sexual assaults and other violent
crimes.

The facility had no inmates when
CoreCivic gave reporters a tour earli-
er this year, and it looked scrubbed top
to bottom and the smell of disinfectant
hung in the air. One unit for inmates
had a painting on one wall featuring a
covered wagon. During the tour, when

asked about the allegations of past
problems, Misty Mackey, a longtime
CoreCivic employee who was tapped
to serve as warden there, apologized
for past employees' experiences and
said the company officials “do our
best to make sure that we learn from
different situations.”

Besides CoreCivic’s Leavenworth
prison, other once-shuttered facilities
could come online near major immi-
grant population centers, from New
York to Los Angeles, to help Trump
fulfill his deportation plans. ICE
wants to reopen existing facilities
because it’s faster than building new
ones, said Marcela Hernandez, the
organizing director for the Detention
Watch Network, which has organized
nationwide protests against ICE
detention.

Counties often lease out jail space
for immigrant detention, but ICE said
some jurisdictions have passed ordi-
nances barring that. ICE has used con-
tract modifications to reopen shut-
tered lockups like the 1,000-bed
Delaney Hall Facility in Newark,
New Jersey, and a 2,500-bed facility
in Dilley, Texas, offering no explana-
tions why new, competitively bid con-
tracts weren't sought. The Newark
facility, with its own history of prob-
lems, resumed intakes May 1, and dis-
order broke out at the facility
Thursday night. Newark Mayor Ras
Baraka, a Democrat who previously
was arrested there and accused of tres-
passing, cited reports of a possible
uprising, and the Department of
Homeland Security confirmed four
escapes.

The contract modification for
Dilley, which was built to hold fami-
lies and resumed operations in March,
calls its units “neighborhoods” and
gives them names like Brown Bear
and Blue Butterfly. The financial
details for the Newark and Dilley con-
tract modifications are blacked out in
online copies, as they for more than
50 other agreements ICE has signed

since Trump took office. ICE didn't
respond to a request for comment.

Private prison executives are fore-
casting hundreds of millions of dollars
in new ICE profits. Since Trump’s
reelection in November, CoreCivic’s
stock has risen in price by 56% and
Geo’s by 73%. “It’s the gold rush,”
Michael A. Hallett, a professor of
criminal justice at the University of
North Florida who studies private
prisons. “All of a sudden, demand is
spiraling. And when you’re the only
provider that can meet demand, you
can pretty much set your terms.”

Geo's former lobbyist Pam Bondi
is now the US attorney general. It
anticipates that all of its idle prisons
will be activated this year, its execu-
tive chairman, George Zoley, told
shareholders. CoreCivic, which along
with Geo donated millions of dollars
to largely GOP candidates at all levels
of government and national political
groups, is equally optimistic. It began
daily talks with the Trump administra-
tion immediately after the election in
November, said Hininger.

CoreCivic officials said ICE's let-
ter contracts provide initial funding
to begin reopening facilities while
the company negotiates a longer-
term deal. The Leavenworth deal is
worth $4.2 million a month to the
company, it disclosed in a court fil-
ing. Tiefer, who served on an inde-
pendent commission established to
study government contracting for
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, said
ICE is "placing a very dicey long-
term bet” because of its past prob-
lems and said ICE is giving
CoreCivic “the keys to the treasury”
without competition. But financial
analysts on company earnings calls
have been delighted. When
CoreCivic announced its letter con-
tracts, Joe Gomes, of the financial
services firm Noble Capital
Markets, responded with, “Great
news." “Are you hiding any more of
them on us?” he asked.
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Imperative
all parties
act to
defuse crisis

HE Middle East stands at a critical

I juncture following Israel's unprece-

dented strikes on Iran beginning
Friday, which have ignited a perilous cycle of
retaliation and heightened fears of a regional
conflagration. China's response to the crisis
has been swift and unequivocal. Amid the
tumultuous developments, the recent tele-
phone calls between Foreign Minister Wang
Yi and both the Iranian and Israeli foreign
ministers have underscored China's steadfast
commitment to calming the situation and
promoting peace and stability in the region.

China unequivocally condemns Israel's uni-
lateral military actions, which blatantly violate
Iran's sovereignty and international law. The
strikes on nuclear facilities and military targets,
timed to disrupt the US-Iran talks in Oman,
undermine efforts to peacefully resolve the
Iranian nuclear issue. Such acts set a dangerous
precedent.

The escalation, rooted in decades-old hostili-
ties and interlinked security dilemmas, risks spi-
raling into a broader regional war with cata-
strophic humanitarian and global economic
repercussions. Israel's pre-strike coordination
with the US and the latter's explicit threats
against Iran have further inflamed tensions.

The situation demands urgent international
restraint and a renewed commitment to diplo-
macy. As a permanent member of the UN
Security Council, China supports all efforts
aimed at immediate de-escalation of the crisis
and a return to dialogue. Both Israel and Iran
must heed the international community's call to
prioritize diplomacy over force. The use of mil-
itary means only exacerbates tensions and
ignores the region's complex ethnic, sectarian
and geopolitical dynamics. History shows that
lasting peace can only emerge through inclusive
political processes.

At an emergency UN Security Council ses-
sion on Friday, representatives from China and
other countries condemned Israel's attacks on
Iran, emphasizing that strikes on peaceful
nuclear installations are unacceptable. The con-
sensus is clear: Diplomacy, not force, is the only
viable path to lasting security for any party.
China has urged all parties to avoid provocative
actions and reiterated its support for establish-
ing a Middle East nuclear-weapons-free zone.

China calls for a comprehensive security
approach to address the legitimate concerns of
all parties. It has pledged to steadfastly uphold
the nonproliferation regime and regional peace,
providing support to ensure a diplomatic out-
come. What is needed is dialogue and collective
diplomacy to defuse the precipitous situation.

The international community must unite to
safeguard stability in the Middle East lest it
become a powder keg.

Whatever sympathy Israel received after
Hamas' attack on Oct 7, 2023, has evaporated
after its military invaded the Gaza Strip, causing
an unprecedented humanitarian disaster in the
Palestinian enclave. Yet, rather than reining in
its war machine, Israel is now seeking to start a
war with Iran.

The US has so far seemingly distanced itself
from Israel's latest aggression, but it should do
more to exert pressure on Tel Aviv so that the
latter ceases its reckless acts immediately.
Otherwise if the conflict continues, the US will
sooner or later be sucked into a war against Iran,
as this is widely perceived to be Israel's inten-
tion.

Israel's reckless actions seriously violate the
principles of the UN Charter and the basic
norms governing international relations; the US
should not enable it any further. The crisis-rid-
den Middle East cannot be allowed to plunge
any deeper into conflict because of Israel's
unbridled aggression. Countries with any influ-
ence over Israel, particularly the US, have the
responsibility to act as a firewall to ensure Israel
adheres to the UN Charter. The UN Security
Council should utilize all means conferred upon
it to censure Israel and put the brakes on its
rogue behavior.

In his telephone conversation with Israeli
Foreign Minister Gideon Sa'ar on Saturday,
Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasized that the
Middle East cannot remain forever under the
shadow of conflict, and Israel should not con-
tinue living in anxiety.

Pointing out that the diplomatic efforts to
resolve the Iranian nuclear issue have not been
exhausted and there is still hope for a negotiat-
ed resolution, he urged Tel Aviv to uphold the
vision of common security.

As the situation in the Middle East remains
precarious, concerted diplomatic efforts such as
China's are imperative to defuse what is a high-
ly combustible and deeply concerning crisis.

PukhTooNs@gmail.com
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Two conflicts, One agenda:
Joint aggression on
Muslim sovereignty

Muhammad Mohsin Igbal

HE world revolves

I around power,
conspiracies and
vested interests. In view
of these phenomena, the
months of May and June
2025 have become
etched in contemporary
geopolitical memory for
two seemingly separate
yet strikingly parallel
conflicts-one between
Pakistan and India, the
other between Israel and
Iran. Though separated
by thousands of miles,
both episodes displayed
a common methodology,
a mirrored hostility, and
an undeniable alliance
behind the scenes. These
were not coincidental
skirmishes but coordi-
nated acts of aggression
targeting two Muslim
nations. In both the-
atres, a joint strategic
framework between
Israel and India was
unmistakably visible-an
axis of power that seeks

regional domination
through calculated
provocation.

On the morning of May
7, 2025, Pakistan was
compelled to respond mil-
itarily to an Indian viola-
tion of its airspace and
sovereignty. According to
credible military reports,
Indian drones attempted
deep aerial reconnais-
sance over Azad Jammu
and Kashmir as well as
Pakistan under the guise
of a "counter-terrorist
maneuver. In retaliation,
Pakistan scrambled these
drones, successfully
repelling the intrusion and
conducting limited preci-
sion strikes on Indian mil-
itary outposts along the
Line of Control.
However, what set this
episode apart was the
chilling discovery that the
drones were not of Indian
origin. Defense analysts
and electronic forensics
teams traced the downed
drones back to Israeli
manufacturer Elbit
Systems, confirming the
presence of Hermes 900
and Harop drones-
advanced combat UAVs
previously used in Gaza
and Lebanon. These
drones had been remotely
piloted not from Israeli
territory, but from a com-
mand center near
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.
Israeli defense technicians
stationed on Indian soil,
under a bilateral defense
cooperation protocol
signed in 2023, were
operating these machines.
This was no longer a mat-
ter of speculation; this
was direct collaboration.
More disturbingly,
diplomatic cables leaked
through anonymous intel-
ligence channels revealed
that between May 1 and
May 7, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi were in communica-
tion at least four times.
According to one cable
sourced from a European
intelligence agency,
Netanyahu promised "tac-
tical intelligence, techno-
logical support, and polit-
ical cover in international
forums" to India during its
brief campaign. The entire
exercise, it appears, was
designed not only to pro-
voke Pakistan but to
assess its rapid response
capabilities in the event of
a larger future conflict.
This hidden agenda
was later confirmed in an
interview given by Prime
Minister Netanyahu on
June 10, only three days
before the Israeli strike on
Iran. Speaking to "The

Jerusalem Chronicle",
Netanyahu openly
referred to both Pakistan
and Iran as ‘"radical
Islamic states possessing
or nearing nuclear capa-
bilities," claiming that
"the global community
must remain vigilant
against these ideological
regimes with atomic
teeth."” He further
declared, "While we are
focused on Iran's ambi-
tions, we cannot ignore
Pakistan's strategic posi-
tion and military poten-
tial-especially when
aligned ideologically with
Tehran." These remarks,
though framed in the lan-
guage of preemptive secu-
rity, revealed a deep-seat-
ed bias and a justification
for regional aggression
under the veil of self-
preservation. Netanyahu's

Washington's  concern,
analysts argue, is no
longer only about regional
escalation but about Iran's
demonstrated capability
to withstand and respond
to high-tech aggression.
The world is watching,
and once more, the United
States may be forced to
abandon passive neutrali-
ty in favor of pressured
diplomacy.

Barely a month after
the South Asian crisis, a
new chapter of confronta-
tion unfolded in the
Middle East. On June 13,
2025, Israel launched a
comprehensive military
assault on Iran, striking
key facilities in Isfahan,
Bushehr, and
Khorramabad. Over 36
missiles, including the
long-range Jericho III and
precision-guided Delilah

comments clearly exposed cruise missiles, were
a strategic doctrine that deployed, alongside
does not differentiate stealth drones from the
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Interestingly, in the days preceding the May 7 escala-
tion, the U.S. Vice President publicly stated that '"the
United States has no role to play in the Pakistan-
India tension." However, as the situation escalated
and global markets wavered, the U.S. President
intervened diplomatically, pressuring both sides into
a ceasefire brokered through backchannel communi-
cation and high-level mediators. This inconsistency
in U.S. posture-first denying involvement, then step-
ping in to halt conflict-reveals the West's careful cali-
bration of when and where to engage, driven not by
moral clarity but by geopolitical calculus. Given
Iran's remarkable resilience and military effective-
ness during the June 13 Israeli assault-where
Tehran's air defenses neutralized nearly half of
Israel's advanced missile barrage-speculation is now
rife that the U.S. President may once again be com-
pelled to intervene diplomatically. Washington's con-
cern, analysts argue, is no longer only about regional
escalation but about Iran's demonstrated capability
to withstand and respond to high-tech aggression.
The world is watching, and once more, the United
States may be forced to abandon passive neutrality in
favor of pressured diplomacy. Barely a month after
the South Asian crisis, a new chapter of confronta-
tion unfolded in the Middle East. On June 13, 2025,
Israel launched a comprehensive military assault on
Iran, striking key facilities in Isfahan, Bushehr, and
Khorramabad. Over 36 missiles, including the long-
range Jericho III and precision-guided Delilah cruise
missiles, were deployed, alongside stealth drones
from the Israeli Air Force. Among the primary tar-
gets were Iran's nuclear fuel enrichment facilities,
the Imam Ali military base, and communication hubs
suspected of housing IRGC cyber units. Once again,
the hand of coordination with India was evident. Just
hours before the attack, Netanyahu and Modi
exchanged another round of communication, con-
firmed by international media monitoring encrypted
traffic between Tel Aviv and New Delhi.
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between real threats and Israeli Air Force. Among

perceived ones if they
arise from the Muslim
world.

Interestingly, in the
days preceding the May 7
escalation, the U.S. Vice
President publicly stated
that "the United States has
no role to play in the
Pakistan-India tension."
However, as the situation
escalated and global mar-
kets wavered, the U.S.
President intervened
diplomatically, pressuring
both sides into a ceasefire
brokered through
backchannel communica-
tion and high-level media-
tors.

This inconsistency in
U.S. posture-first denying
involvement, then step-
ping in to halt conflict-
reveals the West's careful
calibration of when and
where to engage, driven
not by moral clarity but
by geopolitical calculus.

Given Iran's remark-
able resilience and mili-
tary effectiveness during
the June 13 Israeli assault-
where Tehran's air defens-
es neutralized nearly half
of Israel's advanced mis-
sile barrage-speculation is
now rife that the U.S.
President may once again
be compelled to intervene
diplomatically.

the primary targets were
Iran's nuclear fuel enrich-
ment facilities, the Imam
Ali military base, and
communication hubs sus-
pected of housing IRGC
cyber units.

Once again, the hand of
coordination with India
was evident. Just hours
before the attack,
Netanyahu and Modi
exchanged another round
of communication, con-
firmed by international
media monitoring
encrypted traffic between
Tel Aviv and New Delhi.
Furthermore, the cyberat-
tack that coincided with
the missile strike disrupt-
ed over 40 percent of
Iran's air traffic control
systems and disabled por-
tions of the country's oil
export communication
infrastructure.

Cybersecurity firms in
Tehran traced the malware
to a software package
originally developed by
Tata Advanced Systems in
partnership with Israel
Aerospace Industries.

The code, a hybrid of
previously used Stuxnet
and Flame variants, was
engineered to target
SCADA systems-further
proof of Indo-Israeli
cooperation in hybrid

warfare.
Iran, like Pakistan,
stood its ground. The

Bavar-373 and Khordad-
15 missile defense sys-
tems intercepted 19 of the
incoming missiles mid-
flight. In response, Iran
launched a limited coun-
terstrike, targeting Israeli
intelligence positions in
the occupied Golan
Heights using Fateh-110
missiles.  The  swift
defense and proportional
retaliation reaffirmed
Iran's preparedness and
capability to confront
high-tech aggression.
Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
in a rare address to the
nation, denounced the
"Zionist-Hindu nexus,"
calling for greater Muslim
solidarity in the face of
systematic regional desta-
bilization.

The common thread in
both conflicts is stark;
Israel and India operating
in tandem, combining
military, technological,
and cyber capabilities to
challenge regional
Muslim powers. For both,
Iran and Pakistan repre-
sent ideological, strategic,
and geopolitical resist-
ance. While Israel seeks
to eliminate Iran as a
regional competitor and
suppress any challenge to
its nuclear monopoly,
India eyes Pakistan as an
obstacle to its ambitions
of unchallenged hegemo-
ny in South Asia.

The broader concern,
however, lies in the deaf-
ening silence of the global
community. The United
Nations failed to call any
emergency session.
Western media outlets
framed the Pakistan-India
conflict as a "border esca-
lation" and the Israel-Iran
exchange as a "preventive
strike" against alleged
Iranian provocation. Not a
single resolution of con-
demnation was issued.
This selective morality
exposes the hollow core
of so-called international
justice-a  system that
blinks at violations when
they  target  Muslim
nations.

In the face of such
complex aggression, the
way forward for Pakistan
and Iran is not merely
reactive but strategic.
Military intelligence shar-
ing, coordinated cyber
defenses, joint military
exercises, and diplomatic
synchronization must
become the foundation of
a deeper alliance. History
shows that isolated states
fall, but aligned states
endure. Both nations must
realize that their survival
and dignity are now inter-
twined not only in faith
and culture, but in fate.

The wars of May and
June 2025 will be remem-
bered not only for the
might of drones and mis-
siles but for the clarity
they provided about the
shape of the future. The
age of hybrid warfare is
upon us, where bullets
and bytes go hand in
hand.

Yet even in this age,
there remains a timeless
truth: the soul of a nation,
when united, cannot be
conquered. Iran and
Pakistan did not merely
survive these attacks-they
emerged  strengthened,
their peoples resolute,
their enemies warned.
Ultimately, tyranny may
march with steel, but his-

tory always walks with
justice. And justice,
though delayed, never
dies.

The real reason
Israel
attacked Iran

Ori Goldberg

S the Israeli-
Iranian con-
frontation enters

its third day, casualties
on both sides are mount-
ing. At least 80 people
have been Kkilled in Iran
and at least 10 in Israel.
Despite the deadly
response from Iran,
Israeli officials have
continued to insist that
attacks on various
Iranian nuclear and mil-
itary facilities were nec-
essary.

A number of justifica-
tions have been broadcast
to the Israeli public, but
none explains the true
reasons why the Israeli
government decided to
carry out the unilateral,
unprovoked assault.

The Israeli government
claims that the strike was
a “preventive” one, meant
to address an immediate,
inevitable threat on Iran’s
part to construct a nuclear
bomb. There appears to
be no evidence for this
claim. Israel’s strike was
undoubtedly meticulously
planned over a long peri-
od of time. A preventive
attack must carry an ele-
ment of self-defence,
which, in turn, is generat-
ed by an emergency. No
such emergency appears
to have occurred.

Additionally, Israel has
suggested that the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
report released on June 12
that condemned Iran for
material violations of its
Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) commit-
ments until the early
2000s constitutes such an
emergency. But even the
IAEA seems to reject that
claim. There was nothing
in the report that was not
already known to the rele-
vant parties.

The Israeli government
has also suggested, in
direct relation to the
notion of a “preventive”
strike, that it aimed to
“decapitate” Iran’s
nuclear programme. It is
generally agreed by
scholars and policymak-
ers that Israel lacks the
ability to destroy the pro-
gramme, especially if it
attempts to carry out such
a strike on its own.

The nature of the cam-
paign as it unfolds also
seems to indicate that
Israel never meant to
wipe out Iranian nuclear
activities.

The Israeli army has
been bombing various
military and governmen-
tal targets, from missile
bases to a gasfield and an
oil depot. It has also car-
ried out a string of assas-
sinations against senior
Iranian military leaders.
Ali Shamkhani, a former
defence minister and a
close adviser to Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, was among
those targeted and is
reported to have been
killed, though Iranian
state media and govern-
ment are yet to officially
confirm his death.
Shamkhani is believed to
have been a leading fig-
ure in the talks with the
United States over the
past months.

His assassination,
alongside others’, reflects
a favourite Israeli modus
operandi. Israel often
attempts to “eliminate”
specific people in the
hope that their deaths
would bring about the
unravelling of the sys-
tems and institutions they
lead.

The death of
Shamkhani can be con-
strued as an attempt to
sabotage talks between
Iran and the US. In any
case, assassinations also
seem to indicate the exis-
tence of a thorough plan
to demonstrate Israel’s
might at all levels of
Iranian official life and
practices. This is not a

“decapitation” of the
Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme.

A third suggestion is
that Israel has its heart set
on jumpstarting ‘“regime
change” in Tehran. Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said  this
overtly when he called on
the “proud people of
Iran” to stand up for their
“freedom from an evil
and repressive regime”.

The assumption that
Iranians would simply do
Israel’s bidding as it
bombs them relentlessly
and unilaterally seems
akin to the notion that if
Israel starves and exter-
minates the Palestinians
in Gaza to the required
extent, they would rise
against Hamas  and
remove it from power.

Even if that were the
case, presuming that all
the Iranians are waiting
for is an Israeli strike to
move against the regime
demonstrates a profound
lack of understanding
with regard to the forces
driving Iranian politics.
While many Iranians
undoubtedly oppose the
Islamic Republic,
Iranians of all political
persuasions are consis-
tently “patriotic”, com-
mitted to supporting
Iranian sovereignty and
independence from any
attempts by external ele-
ments to impose their
agendas on their country.

In fact, just as numer-
ous Israelis who would
consider themselves
uncompromising critics
of Netanyahu jumped to
attention when the Israeli
attack began and are now
vocally supporting the
government — most egre-
giously, members of the
parliamentary “opposi-
tion” — so are numerous
opponents of the Islamic
Republic now rallying
behind the flag in support
of Iran’s violated sover-
eignty. Claiming that
Israel is merely “laying
the groundwork” for a
popular Iranian rebellion
by striking is, at best, a
cynical manipulation.

Israel has not struck
Iran for all these reasons.
So, what drove the
attack? Amid the genoci-
dal campaign in Gaza,
Netanyahu is very much
aware that his govern-
ment is running out of
options. The international
community, as well as
regional allies, have start-
ed to criticise Israel
vocally. Some have also
been preparing to carry
out unilateral measures,
like the mass recognition
of a Palestinian state.

The International
Criminal Court’s warrant
of arrest for Netanyahu is
looming, and the decision
of the International Court
of Justice about the legal-
ity of Israel’s occupation
is waiting to be fulfilled.
Israel and its military
have continuously carried
out massacres, denied
them, and have been
found to be lying.

There is no doubt that
Netanyahu planned the
strike on Iran for years,
waiting for just the right
time. This time came on
Friday.

It is a desperate
attempt to rally the world
behind Israel, just as
preparations are made to
deny it the absolute
impunity it has enjoyed
since its creation.

Iran is still considered
a potential threat by many
leading powers of the
Global North. By invok-
ing the known tropes
associated with unilateral
lethal Israeli action -
from divine promises to
the Holocaust -
Netanyahu hoped to re-
establish the status quo;
Israel can still do whatev-
er it wants.

This is Israel’s current
definition of “security”,
the most hallowed princi-
ple at its core. It is the
seemingly apolitical gen-
esis of Israeliness, the site
devoted wholly to Jewish
supremacy, which is the
only “real” way to ensure
the integrity of Jewish
lives. “Security” means
that Israel can kill whoev-
er it wants for as long as it
wants and wherever and
whenever it wants with-
out paying any sort of
price for its actions.

This “security” is what
has motivated Israel’s
actions from Gaza to
Yemen to Lebanon and
Syria, and now in Iran.
Such a “security regime”
must expand continuous-
ly, of course. It can never
stop. By striking Iran,
Netanyahu has gone for
broke, staking a claim for
complete and absolute
impunity for Israel as
well as for himself, in The
Hague as well as in
domestic courts.

Will this be
Netanyahu’s salvation?
Will the Israeli public for-
give him for his abject
failures at home and hor-
rid transgressions in
Gaza? When observing
the current sense of jubi-
lation in public Israeli
discourse, this may very
well be the case.

The long lines stretch-
ing from every open
store, hardware to food,
demonstrate that Israelis
have entered blank sur-
vival mode. A docile citi-
zenry may be good for
Netanyahu, but it por-
tends ill for any attempt
to build and defend a
robust Israeli society.
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Why it will be hard for
Trump to stay out of the
conflict with Iran

RESIDENT Donald

Trump is desperate

not to fight a war
with Iran. But can he real-
ly avoid it?

Compelling national
security arguments and
domestic political consider-
ations mean it makes sense
to stop short of direct US
offensive operations in the
long-dreaded conflict that
Israel describes as a matter
of preserving its own exis-
tence.

But powerful forces
could suck America deeper
into the conflict than its cur-
rent role in helping to shield
Israel from Iran’s deadly
rain of missiles and drones.

CNN reported that over
the weekend, Trump reject-
ed an Israeli plan to kill
Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
according to two sources.

But some of this is out of
Trump’s hands.

Should Iran’s battered
regime decide it has nothing
to lose and attack US bases
and personnel in the region,
or US targets across the
globe, Washington will be
forced to respond hard to
preserve credibility and
deterrence. Another possi-
bility is that Tehran could
create duress on Trump to
rein in Israel by attacking
international shipping in the
Gulf or Red Sea and bring
on a global energy crisis.

Pressure is also mount-
ing on Trump from inside
his own party for action that
only the United States could
carry out — a mission to
destroy Iran’s subterranean
site at Fordow, which is
believed to be beyond
Israel’s airborne capabili-
ties. The logic of such a
strike would be that Iran is
now uniquely vulnerable,
and a better chance may
never come for the US to
destroy the possibility of an
Iranian nuclear weapon.

CNN’s White House
team has reported that the
president is deeply skeptical
about throwing the United
States into the fray. Such a
move would be fraught with
danger. It could lead to the
expansion of the conflict
beyond its current belliger-
ents and lead to a grueling
open-ended war with no
clear endgame.

If there is one lesson
from the early 21st century,
it’s that war objectives and
analyses of the Middle East
drawn up in Washington
almost always turn out dis-
astrously wrong. The idea
that Iran’s brutal clerical
regime could fall might be
attractive. But the toppling
of Saddam Hussein and the
civil war in Syria show that
Middle East nations can
simply splinter when power
vacuums open.

A US intervention would
also widen deep strains in
Trump’s political base and
dismantle a core principle
of his “America first”
movement: that the United
States should stay out of
foreign quagmires after
more than a decade of pain
in Iraq and Afghanistan. It
is only a few weeks, after
all, since the president set
out a new vision for the

Middle East and American
involvement.

“The so-called nation-
builders wrecked far more
nations than they built —
and the interventionists
were intervening in com-
plex societies that they did
not even understand them-
selves,” Trump said in a
major speech in Saudi
Arabia in May. “A new gen-
eration of leaders is tran-
scending the ancient con-
flicts and tired divisions of
the past and forging a future
where the Middle East is
defined by commerce, not
chaos; where it exports
technology, not terrorism;
and where people of differ-
ent nations, religions and

Stephen Collinson

Trump’s diplomatic attempt
to end its nuclear program,
then the United States
should be prepared to join
the conflict.

“Now, if the Iranians
want to stand down, I think
the president’s made it clear
he’s willing to enter into
negotiations. But there can
be no nuclear program of
any kind, no enrichment
program of any kind,”
Pence told CNN’s Dana
Bash. “And at the end of the
day, if Israel needs our help
to ensure that the Iranian
nuclear program is
destroyed once and for all,
the United States of

example was his turnaround
last week in halting depor-
tation sweeps against agri-
cultural workers — partly
to avoid angering farmers
and employers in the rural
heartlands where he draws
much of his support.

Trump’s preoccupation
with the political costs was
evident in a conversation
with journalist Michael
Scherer of The Atlantic on
Sunday.

“Well, considering that
I’'m the one that developed
‘America first,” and consid-
ering that the term wasn’t
used until I came along, I
think I'm the one that
decides that,” Trump told
Scherer. “For those people

Should Iran’s battered regime decide it has nothing to lose and attack US
bases and personnel in the region, or US targets across the globe,
Washington will be forced to respond hard to preserve credibility and
deterrence. Another possibility is that Tehran could create duress on
Trump to rein in Israel by attacking international shipping in the Gulf or
Red Sea and bring on a global energy crisis. Pressure is also mounting on
Trump from inside his own party for action that only the United States
could carry out — a mission to destroy Iran’s subterranean site at
Fordow, which is believed to be beyond Israel’s airborne capabilities. The
logic of such a strike would be that Iran is now uniquely vulnerable, and a
better chance may never come for the US to destroy the possibility of an
Iranian nuclear weapon. CNN’s White House team has reported that the
president is deeply skeptical about throwing the United States into the
fray. Such a move would be fraught with danger. It could lead to the
expansion of the conflict beyond its current belligerents and lead to a gru-
eling open-ended war with no clear endgame. If there is one lesson from
the early 21st century, it’s that war objectives and analyses of the Middle
East drawn up in Washington almost always turn out disastrously wrong.
The idea that Iran’s brutal clerical regime could fall might be attractive.

creeds are building cities
together — not bombing
each other out of exis-
tence.” A new American
war is utterly incompatible
with such a vision. Still,
hawks in Washington might
argue that Trump has a
unique  opportunity  to
remove the major impedi-
ment to his vision by eradi-
cating Iran’s path to a
nuclear weapon or even
contributing to the toppling
of its theocratic leadership.

Presidents have often
written in their memoirs
about momentous and ago-
nizing choices to deploy
troops in foreign wars.
Sometimes, however, a
decision not to rush in even
when it appears tempting
requires as much courage.

Dilemmas like the one
now facing Trump typically
come with negative out-
comes either way.

Political heat is already
mounting on the president
to come off the sidelines
even as the United States
made clear that Israel’s
decision to launch major
attacks against Iran is its
alone and that Washington’s
forces have no offensive
involvement.

One of the complicating
factors for Trump is that
while Israel’s attacks seem
to have been successful in
taking out top military lead-
ers and nuclear scientists, it
remains unclear whether
Israel has the capacity to
eradicate Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram itself.

Former Vice President
Mike Pence said on “State
of the Union” Sunday that if
Israel’s attack doesn’t
somehow convince Iran to
make major concessions in

America needs to be pre-
pared to do it, because this
is about protecting our most
cherished ally.”

Republican Sen. Lindsey
Graham argued the worst
possible outcome of a con-
flict between Israel and Iran
would be for Tehran’s
nuclear capabilities
which it has long denied are
designed to build a bomb —
to remain.

“If diplomacy is not suc-
cessful, and we are left with
the option of force, I would
urge President Trump to go
all in to make sure that,
when this operation is over,
there’s nothing left standing
in Iran regarding their
nuclear program,” Graham,
a key Trump ally, said on
CBS’ “Face the Nation.” “If
that means providing
bombs, provide bombs. If
that means flying with
Israel, fly with Israel.”

These calculations are
difficult enough. But Trump
also faces a complex
domestic political scenario
that is the result of his own
transformation of the GOP
into a more isolationist
party. This means he faces a
different political scenario
than the one before
President George W. Bush
when he went into
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Some of the loudest
voices on the right, includ-
ing Tucker Carlson and
Charlie Kirk, have already
warned Trump against frac-
turing trust with the MAGA
base by diving into a new
Middle East war. The presi-
dent has always been
extremely careful with his
own complex coalition.
He’s loath to take steps that
annoy his voters. One

who say they want peace —
you can’t have peace if Iran
has a nuclear weapon. So
for all of those wonderful
people who don’t want to
do anything about Iran hav-
ing a nuclear weapon —
that’s not peace.”

The president appeared
to be rehearsing an argu-
ment for his base that he’d
have to use if he joined
Israeli action. It’s fascinat-
ing to watch him wrestling
with a conundrum between
national security arguments
that would face any conven-
tional American president
and the sectors of the politi-
cal movement that lifted
him to power. He doesn’t
seem absolutely convinced
yet by his own argument,
perhaps because, as Kirk
pointed out, younger male
voters who flocked to his
reelection campaign last
year do not want to join a
“quagmire” in the Middle
East. This is hardly where
Trump hoped to be early in
his presidency — one rea-
son he appeared so bullish
even as recently as this
month about his effort to
force Iran to agree a deal to
peacefully end its nuclear
program. Trump started his
second term vowing to be a
peacemaker.

But five months in, two
major wars raging when he
took office are worse and
the dangerous new conflict
with Iran promises the
greatest test of “America
first” restraint.

Trump’s authority has
been flouted by three key
leaders: Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. And

his “art of the deal”
approach to foreign policy
is a failure.

Putin  has  ignored
Trump’s efforts to end the
Ukraine war. Xi has twice
forced the US leader to fold
in their trade war. And
Netanyahu’s decision to
launch the conflict with Iran
that American presidents
have long sought to avoid
appears to have scuttled
Trump’s Iran diplomacy —
and is based on a bet that no
American president could
afford not to defend Israel
even if he differed with its
decisions.

At home, presidents
must create public trust for
their decisions to go to war.
Here, Trump may struggle
since he’s alienated millions
of people with his searing
approach to affairs at home.
This includes his decision
to deploy the military in
California amid anti-ICE
protests last week and
warnings he plans to use
troops everywhere.

Trump’s second term has
already belied the notion
that the weight of his per-
sonality, supposed respect
for him among foreign
adversaries, and what aides
see as an almost magical
dealmaking ability would
change the world. The
promised rush of trade deals
shaken loose by his tariffs,
for example, has not materi-
alized.

Trump’s first peacemak-
ing foray — in Gaza —
failed. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians are
now facing starvation as
Israel’s pounding of the
Strip, triggered by Hamas’
attacks in October 2023,
continues.

The president’s effort to
end the Ukraine war never
went anywhere. The con-
flict widened. It spread into
Russia with Ukrainian raids
on Russian bases that
prompted Putin to launch
vicious attacks on civilians
in Kyiv and elsewhere. The
White House made it
known that Trump was get-
ting frustrated with the
Russian leader and set a
two-week deadline to con-
sider tougher sanctions on
Moscow. But nothing
revealed the risible nature
of that spin and Trump’s
biased attitude to the war
more than his excitement on
Saturday that Putin had
called to wish him a happy
birthday.

Events have overtaken
Trump’s “American first”
reticence to get involved
abroad and exposed the
shallowness of his states-
manship. Worsening crises
may offer a preview of a
world that becomes more
volatile in the absence of
steady and  constant
American leadership.

Trump’s  increasingly
brittle domestic political
grounding and his already
questionable authority
internationally will only
complicate his dilemmas. In
many ways the Iran conflict
is the kind of international
crisis with no easy answers
that he avoided in his first
term. Now it could define
his second.

European powers
must push for
Iran-Israel ceasefire

N Israeli war
against Iran,
which so many

have feared for decades,
today threatens to
engulf the world in a
dangerous conflict with
disastrous human,
political, economic and
environmental conse-
quences. Israel has uni-
laterally jeopardized
global security with a
reckless gamble.

Many debate the posi-
tion of the Trump admin-
istration. How much did
it know and when? Was
President Donald Trump
opposed to the action but
unable to stop belligerent
Israeli leader Benjamin
Netanyahu or did he qui-
etly acquiesce? Is
Netanyahu out of con-
trol? The White House
has been supportive but
not enthusiastic. The risk
of Netanyahu sucking
Trump into his war is
genuine, not least if
Israeli attacks on Iranian
oil and gas infrastructure
triggers Iran to block the
Strait of Hormuz or
attack oil and gas sites in
neighboring states.

What are the options
for major European pow-
ers? The Trump adminis-
tration had excluded
them from the Oman
talks on a new Iran
nuclear deal and kept
them at arm’s length,
even though they had
been crucial in securing
the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action agreement
in 2015. But Europe will
not be immune to the
consequences of this war.

The British, French
and German leaders have
resorted to calling for de-
escalation and restraint.
This is limp. Israel could
reduce the number of
daily strikes and that
might qualify, but it
would resolve nothing.
Iran might send a missile
salvo half the size of its
usual barrage.

Calling for a ceasefire
is a minimum. The reali-
ty is that none of these
leaders wish to be pub-
licly seen calling for
Israel to stop, as that
might invoke lazy accu-
sations of appeasement.

But this position hard-
ly looks credible when
UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer announces that
Britain is building up its
forces in the region.
Ministers state that the
UK may help defend
Israel  from  Iranian
strikes. This is the very
path of escalation that
will give Israel a comfort
blanket from which to
continue its chosen path
of aggression against
Iran.

European powers need
this like a hole in the
head. The impact on the
price of oil and gas will
harm their economies
just as many are facing
dire economic conditions
and are being forced into
spending cuts. Defense
spending increases were
designed to cope with the
threat from Russia, not
wars in the Middle East.

This is why Britain,
France and Germany
have offered Iran imme-

diate talks on the nuclear
Michael Jansen

issue. But this train has
well and truly left the sta-
tion. Iran is unlikely to
be willing to negotiate
while under bombard-
ment. The most likely
answer will be: “make
Israel stop and then let’s
see.” Moreover, if Israel
and the US are not on
board, why would Iran
engage?

But as well as engag-
ing in whatever diploma-
cy is available, European
powers should ensure a
posture of no direct
involvement in this war.
Working together and
with regional and other
actors, they must root

succeed, not be bombed
into oblivion. To the
extent that it was a pre-
emptive strike, it was
against any possibility of
a nuclear deal between
the US and Iran.

European powers
should also be clear to
Iran that, while the
Israeli attacks were an
aggression, Iran’s unwill-
ingness to abandon its
nuclear program and its
threats against Israel
were also unacceptable.
Arming nonstate actors
across the Middle East to
disrupt and undermine
regional security was
wrong and counterpro-
ductive.

Palestine should also
not drop off the agenda.
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Calling for a ceasefire is a minimum. The reality is
that none of these leaders wish to be publicly seen
calling for Israel to stop, as that might invoke lazy
accusations of appeasement. But this position hardly
looks credible when UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer announces that Britain is building up its
forces in the region. Ministers state that the UK may
help defend Israel from Iranian strikes. This is the
very path of escalation that will give Israel a com-
fort blanket from which to continue its chosen path
of aggression against Iran. European powers need
this like a hole in the head. The impact on the price
of oil and gas will harm their economies just as
many are facing dire economic conditions and are
being forced into spending cuts. Defense spending
increases were designed to cope with the threat from
Russia, not wars in the Middle East. This is why
Britain, France and Germany have offered Iran
immediate talks on the nuclear issue. But this train
has well and truly left the station. Iran is unlikely to
be willing to negotiate while under bombardment.
The most likely answer will be: “make Israel stop
and then let’s see.” Moreover, if Israel and the US
are not on board, why would Iran engage? But as
well as engaging in whatever diplomacy is available,
European powers should ensure a posture of no
direct involvement in this war. Working together
and with regional and other actors, they must root
their positions in international legitimacy. Both
Israel and Iran should be made to understand that
their future relations with Europe depend on ending
this conflict. Wherever possible, European actors
should encourage the Trump administration to
cooperate in bringing this to a close. European
actors can also work hard to prevent this conflict
from spreading. They will have to protect their
assets in the region, but also do everything to stop
the situation from deteriorating. Netanyahu has
engaged in a war of choice against Iran.
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their positions in interna-
tional legitimacy. Both
Israel and Iran should be
made to understand that
their future relations with
Europe depend on ending
this conflict. Wherever
possible, European actors
should encourage the
Trump administration to
cooperate in bringing this
to a close. European
actors can also work hard
to prevent this conflict
from spreading. They
will have to protect their
assets in the region, but
also do everything to
stop the situation from

deteriorating.
Netanyahu has

engaged in a war of

choice against Iran.

European leaders should
make this clear and con-
demn it as such. Israel
was not acting in self-
defense and to suggest so
risks  contempt, not
respect. They can also
express understanding as
to why Israel had fears
about the Iranian enrich-
ment program, but at the
same time make it clear
that military action was
not warranted. The US-
Iran talks should have
been allowed a chance to

International actors have
so far failed to halt the
genocide in Gaza and the
settlement frenzy in the
West Bank. The message
to Israeli leaders should
be crystal clear: commit-
ting these war crimes,
crimes against humanity
and genocide against
Palestinians is unaccept-
able, cannot continue and
will have consequences.

Only by returning to a
moral high ground and a
rules-based approach can
European actors regain
the respect they have
occasionally benefited
from internationally.
Judicial bodies should be
encouraged to pay close
attention as to how both
Israel and Iran conduct
this war and what they
target.

This is a casino war, a
reckless gamble in which
the stakes are far too
high. European leaders
cannot be passive
observers. They must be
at the forefront of a

relentless diplomatic
onslaught that matches or
even surpasses

Netanyahu’s fondness for
war and Iran’s desire for
retaliation.

HE new Israeli
military strikes
on Iranian targets

did not catch many by
surprise. Israel has
been uncompromising
in its enforcement of a
zero uranium enrich-
ment and even zero
nuclear policy for Iran
— an objective that lies
at the core of its nation-
al security doctrine.
Despite several rounds
of US-Iran negotiations,
including last month’s
fifth round that ended
without progress, Iran
has not conceded on
this critical point. US
President Donald
Trump stated that he
told Iran it should
reach a deal within 60
days. Now, more than
60 days have passed
without an agreement,
largely due to Tehran’s
unwillingness to aban-
don its nuclear pro-
gram, or at least scale
back enrichment and
accept stricter over-
sight.

While Israel’s actions
were expected given its
stated red lines, what has
raised eyebrows is the
apparent contradiction in
the American position.

The US administration
has officially declared
that it does not support
further military escala-

tion in the region.
However, it is now clear
that Washington was

fully briefed in advance
of the Israeli strike and
the Israeli leadership was
able to secure a green
light and clear commit-
ment of US support. This
contradiction has
prompted questions
about whether America
tacitly approved the
operation, or even
encouraged it, and partic-
ipated in the deception
plan that misled the
Iranian calculation,
despite public claims to
the contrary.

Iran has long boasted
of its military strength
and ability to deter
threats and retaliate
against them. The second
key question, therefore,
is how far is Iran pre-
pared to go in escalating
the confrontation and
does it have the capabili-
ty to sustain a high-inten-

sity  conflict?  While
Israel can continue tar-
geting Iranian assets,

doing so at scale requires
American support in

The regional implications of

intelligence-sharing,
resupply of munitions
and diplomatic backing.

Dr. Abdulaziz Sager

temporarily

escalating Iran-Israel tensions

avoid being dragged into
the conflict, either as a

closed that allows Tehran to pre- battleground or as an

Iran still has tools at embassies considered to serve control over its siz- indirect target of retalia-
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Iran has long boasted of its military strength and ability to deter threats and retaliate against them. The
second key question, therefore, is how far is Iran prepared to go in escalating the confrontation and
does it have the capability to sustain a high-intensity conflict? While Israel can continue targeting
Iranian assets, doing so at scale requires American support in intelligence-sharing, resupply of muni-
tions and diplomatic backing. Iran still has tools at its disposal. One of the more dangerous would be a
return to asymmetric warfare and covert operations, similar to tactics used in the 1980s, when Iranian-
linked groups targeted US and Israeli interests across the region. This scenario is not hypothetical — it
is one of the reasons Israel has temporarily closed embassies considered to be at risk of reprisal. There
have been discussions about whether Russia could play a mediating role by taking custody of enriched
uranium as a confidence-building measure. While Iran may see this as a way to retain its leverage, nei-
ther the US nor Israel is likely to support any arrangement that allows Tehran to preserve control over
its sizable stockpile of highly enriched uranium, which it accumulated illegally over the past few years.
The Arab Gulf states find themselves in a highly precarious position. Geographically and economically
linked to Iran, they are deeply vulnerable to the fallout of escalating tensions. Their top priority is to
avoid being dragged into the conflict, either as a battleground or as an indirect target of retaliation. A
regional war would pose severe risks to the security of their territories and populations, critical infra-
structure and economic prosperity. Thus, beyond the fundamental issue of security, there are also deep
implications for economic prosperity and development. Gulf economies are fundamentally tied to stabil-
ity, open trade routes and investor confidence, and any disruption, whether from attacks or threats to
energy infrastructure, could have immense repercussions.

its disposal. One of the
more dangerous would
be a return to asymmetric
warfare and covert opera-
tions, similar to tactics
used in the 1980s, when
Iranian-linked  groups
targeted US and Israeli
interests  across  the
region.

This scenario is not
hypothetical — it is one
of the reasons Israel has

be at risk of reprisal.

There have been dis-
cussions about whether
Russia could play a
mediating role by taking
custody of enriched ura-
nium as a confidence-
building measure.

While Iran may see
this as a way to retain its
leverage, neither the US
nor Israel is likely to sup-
port any arrangement

able stockpile of highly
enriched uranium, which
it accumulated illegally
over the past few years.
The Arab Gulf states
find themselves in a
highly precarious posi-
tion. Geographically and
economically linked to
Iran, they are deeply vul-
nerable to the fallout of
escalating tensions.
Their top priority is to

tion. A regional war
would pose severe risks
to the security of their
territories and popula-
tions, critical infrastruc-
ture and economic pros-
perity.

Thus, beyond the fun-
damental issue of securi-
ty, there are also deep
implications for econom-
ic prosperity and devel-
opment. Gulf economies

are fundamentally tied to
stability, open trade
routes and investor confi-
dence, and any disrup-
tion, whether from
attacks or threats to ener-
gy infrastructure, could
have immense repercus-
sions.

The Gulf states have
consistently upheld a
policy of neutrality and
noninterference, seeking
to balance relations with
Iran, Israel and the US.
They have condemned
Iran’s involvement in
Arab affairs and its ambi-
tions of regional domi-
nance, while also reject-
ing Israel’s use of force
and its disregard for
international norms.
Similarly, they oppose
US policies that violate
international law, partic-
ularly those that appear
to enable further escala-
tion.

The Gulf’s diplomatic
stance is rooted in a prin-
cipled call for respect for
sovereignty, nonaggres-
sion and adherence to
international law and
human rights.

With the conflict now
transitioning into a
broader military con-
frontation, the balance of

power becomes the deter-
mining factor. In this
respect, the Israeli-
American alliance holds
overwhelming superiori-
ty in terms of firepower,
intelligence capabilities
and strategic depth. Iran,
under increasing pressure
both domestically and
externally, is showing
signs of fatigue and attri-
tion. This raises a third
critical question: Will
Iran’s leadership come to
terms with the realities of
its disadvantage and
move toward de-escala-
tion?

Or will it continue
down a path that could
lead to further destruc-
tion, isolation and inter-
nal collapse?

In the coming weeks,
the answer to the ques-
tions posed above will
not only shape the future
of Iran, they will also
define the contours of
regional stability. For the
Gulf states, the impera-
tive remains: stay out of
the crossfire, safeguard
national security and
uphold the norms of
international legitimacy
that offer the only sus-
tainable path out of this
crisis.
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SCCI concerned over
massive hike in PoL prices

— govt urged to withdraw its decision in interest of business

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry voiced concern
over massive increase in
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts and stated that it will
fuel price-hike and cause
further bringing stagnation
and sluggishness in indus-
trial and economic growth.

In a recent joint state-
ment issued here on
Monday, SCCI president
Fazal Mogeem Khan, sen-
ior vice president Abdul
Jalil Jan, vice president
Shehryar Khan and mem-
bers of the executive com-
mittee opined the govern-
ment’s move further fuel
the inflationary pressures
resulting in further increase
in cost of living and cost of
doing business — which is
already the highest in the
entire region, essentially,

make the Pakistani prod-
ucts less competitive in the
global market.

Senior office bearers,
particularly mentioned the
government has already
proposed an imposition of
carbon levy on petrol, high-
speed diesel, and furnace
oil of Rs 2.5 per liter in the
coming financial year,
which  would  further
increase to Rs 5 per liter in
the next fiscal year.

According to them, the
measure is expected to raise
an estimated Rs48 billion in
the upcoming fiscal year.

SCCI office bearers
viewed that surge in petro-
leum prices would lead to a
ripple effect on transporta-
tion and energy costs, ulti-
mately affecting the end
consumers.

With the country already
grappling with inflation and
devaluation for the past

several years, the burden of
higher fuel prices will fur-
ther burden the population
and businesses alike, they
added.

Following the unprece-
dented surge in petroleum
commodities, Mogeem
Khan expressed fear that
energy prices will also go
further up, which would
raise electricity tariff and
directly hit the industries,
business and push up cost
of doing business and
industrial production.

He was of the view that
oil, gas and electricity are
considered to be used as
raw material for the indus-
tries, if their prices contin-
ue to escalate that would
have resulted in fuel price-
hike and hamper the efforts
to control over the rising
inflation in the country.

Similarly, he said the
national economy, busi-

nesses and industries are
hardly recovering from the
prolonged recession, and
such steps would jeopard-
ize the government’s efforts
of ‘ease cost of doing busi-
ness’, industrial growth and
control over the rising
inflation in the country.

Mogeem Khan stated
collaborative efforts betw-
een the government and pri-
vate sector will be essential
in mitigating the impact of
rising fuel prices and foster-
ing a conducive business
environment for economic
growth and prosperity.

The SCCI chief urged
the government to with-
draw its decision in the
best interest of business,
industries and economy so
that businesses and indus-
tries will flourish that will
create maximum employ-
ment opportunities for
many people.

Privilege Club announces
partnership with SupperClub ME

F.P. Report

DUBAI/ISLAMABAD:
The Privilege Club, one of
Asia’s premier members-
only luxury program by
Hashoo Group, proudly
announces a landmark
strategic partnership with
SupperClub Middle East,
the UAE’s most coveted
lifestyle membership plat-
form. This groundbreaking
collaboration is not only a
partnership; it is a seamless
fusion of two worlds,
meticulously crafted to ele-
vate the experiences of dis-
cerning members, effort-
lessly connecting the pinna-
cle of travel, leisure, and
fine  dining  between
Pakistan and Dubai.

Recognized for curating
unparalleled comfort, con-
venience, and bespoke
service, the Privilege Club
has long set the benchmark
for refined living in Asia.
Members enjoy many
exclusive benefits across a
wide network of hotels,
restaurants, and key retail-
ers. Each offering is
designed to ensure every
interaction is distinctive,
deeply personal, and truly
rewarding.

The alliance, formalized
in Dubai by Mr. Bastien

Blanc, CEO of PC
Hospitality, and  Ms.
Mehreen Omar, Co-
Founder and CEO of

SupperClub Middle East,
marks a new era in cross-
border lifestyle privileges.
It promises unmatched
access, thoughtfully
designed rewards, and
seamless recognition for
elite travelers, global pro-
fessionals, and culinary
connoisseurs alike.

As a testament to this
unique synergy, members
from both programs will
see exclusive discounts
extended, unlocking an
extraordinary array of
experiences across Dubai
and Pakistan’s most iconic
venues and beyond. From
the opulent Palazzo Versace
to the serene Pearl-
Continental Lahore, or
spending a vibrant evening
at the Address Sky View, to
playing golf at the largest
golf course in Asia at the
Rumanza by Pearl
Continental, members will
be able to indulge in premi-
um brunches, two-for-one
gourmet dining, and exclu-
sive entry to elite beach
clubs, spas, wellness sanc-
tuaries, and the many
cities” most sought-after
social hotspots.

Mehreen Omar, Co-
Founder and CEO of
SupperClub Middle East,
said, “We are delighted to
partner with Privilege Club
to offer new opportunities
for our members to access
luxury lifestyle and travel

experiences here in
Pakistan. This unique col-
laboration marks an expan-
sion to SupperClub’s estab-
lished portfolio in the GCC,
providing members with
access to elegant experi-
ences for a single subscrip-
tion fee across international
borders.”

“This partnership 1is
more than a collection of
benefits-it’s a  bridge
between vibrant cultures,
offering unforgettable jour-
neys to those who seek the
extraordinary,” said Mr.
Bastien Blanc, CEO of PC
Hospitality.  “Whenever
traveling, we want our
Privilege Club members to
feel truly recognized,
rewarded, and inspired.”

Designed for frequent
flyers, global professionals,
luxury travelers, and culi-

nary connoisseurs, this
alliance redefines the art of
hospitality-ensuring  that

wherever you go, the com-
forts of privilege are always
within reach.

SupperClub Middle East
is a premium membership
discount platform launched
in the UAE in 2020 by co-
founders Mehreen Omar
and Muna  Mustafa.
SupperClub aims to pro-
vide a seamless, single
membership with no limita-
tions, giving clients access
to five-star restaurants,
hotels, spas, luxury pools,

and much more - all at

exceptional rates and
alongside a concierge
booking service.

SupperClub offers three
types of memberships,
Gold, Diamond, and
Platinum, each providing
access to more than 600
offers with over 100 partic-
ipating hotels located in the
UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Qatar, KSA, and Oman.

The Privilege Club
stands as Asia’s leading
hospitality =~ membership
program, offering exclusive
access to elevated experi-
ences across PC Hospitality.
Reserved for those who
appreciate distinction in
every detail, membership
includes bespoke privileges
such as priority check-ins,
late checkouts, complimen-
tary nights, suite upgrades,
spa treatments, and private
dining advantages. With
every stay, the Privilege
Club transforms hospitality
into a lifestyle-effortless,
elegant, and distinctly
rewarding.

Hashoo Group, with
business interests spanning
hospitality, technology, real
estate, and travel, continues
to redefine excellence.
With a presence in
Pakistan, the UAE, and the
UK, the Group remains
dedicated to crafting expe-
riences that leave lasting
memories.

Changes in Faceless Customs
Assessment demanded

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR:  President
Frontier Customs Agents
Association (FCAA) Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Zia-ul-
Haq Sarhadi has demanded
changes in newly intro-
duced ‘Faceless Customs
Assessment’, making it
convenient and practical for
business community deal-
ing in import and export
through upcountry dry
ports such as Peshawar.

In a press statement
issued here on Sunday, Zia-
ul-Haq Sarhadi who also
holds the offices of Senior
Vice President Pak-Afghan
Joint Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (PAJC-
CI) and Executive Member
Sarhad ~ Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI), said that central-
ization of Goods Decla-
rations (GDs) process at
Karachi port is causing dif-
ficulties for business com-

munity of other cities due
to delay in processing and
clearance.

The government must
immediately engage with
the business community to
craft flexible and practical
policies, Zia emphasized.

He also welcomed a
recent decision by Pesha-
war High Court (PHC)
directing FBR to make
necessary amendments in
the system and bring it in

conformity  with  the
scheme governing the
assessment and clearance
of goods.

The court also issued
directive for restricting
application of Faceless
Custom Assessment to
clearance of goods reached
at Azakhel Dryport.

Zia explained that under
the new system introduced
by Custom Department, all
Goods Declarations (GDs)
are routed to the Central
Assessment Unit (CAU) in

Karachi, even if they are
filed at local dry ports.

This centralization has
resulted in delays in clear-
ance, as local agents cannot
directly communicate with
the assessing officers in
Karachi in case of queries
or objections are raised,” he
added.

Delays have become the
norm under this system.
Clearance that once took
days now often takes weeks
as a result, shipments
remain stuck at ports,
attracting heavy demurrage
charges which are borne by
the importer.

These demurrage fees
are paid to foreign shipping
lines, leading to a drain on
Pakistan’s foreign exch-
ange reserves.

The Faceless Assess-
ment system should be
Station wise instead of
Karachi only, Zia suggest-
ed. He said regardless of
how noble the intentions

ICCI calls on CDA to modernize
markets for economic growth

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI), Nasir
Mansoor Qureshi urged the
Capital Development
Authority (CDA) to allo-
cate sufficient funds and
initiate immediate develop-
ment work in commercial
markets of Islamabad.

He pointed out several
pressing issues, including
non-functional streetlights,
broken footpaths, lack of
clean drinking water,
absence of public toilets,
choked sewerage lines, and
poor sanitation.

Talking to various trader
delegations Qureshi reaf-
firmed ICCI’s strong com-
mitment to resolving the

issues of the business com-
munity.

He emphasized that the
Chamber is actively work-
ing to remove hurdles, pro-
mote business-friendly
policies, and push for
improved infrastructure.

He added that ICCI is
striving to turn Islamabad
into a model city for ease of
doing business and a prime
destination for local and
foreign investment.

He said that the
Industrialists and traders
are paying various taxes to
the CDA and are making
significant contributions to
its revenue, therefore, it is
the responsibility of the
civic body to develop mar-
kets on modern lines for

smooth growth of trade
activities adding the busi-
ness community is the main
stakeholder in the revenue
generation of the CDA
thereby the civic body
should compensate them by
ensuring better develop-
ment of all the markets.

He said that the business
community had fully coop-
erated with the Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA) in removing
encroachments from the
markets.

Now, he said, it is the
responsibility of the civic
body to reciprocate by initi-
ating long-overdue devel-
opment work and restoring
the markets to a respectable
and functional condition.

behind the new system may
be, if its outcomes don’t
align with ground realities,
it becomes more of a hurdle
than a reform.

EV policy
crucial to reduce
dependence on

oil, says Haroon

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM) on
Industries and Production
Haroon Akhtar Khan on
Monday emphasized that
the National EV Policy is a
crucial step toward reduc-
ing dependence on oil and
ensuring  environmental
sustainability.

The minister held a
meeting with Mosharraf
Zaidi to discuss the Electric
Vehicle (EV) policy.

The meeting was also
attended by the Secretary
of Industries and Produ-
ction Saif Anjum, CEO of
the Engineering Develop-
ment Board Khuda Bakhsh,
and Additional Secretary
Asif Saeed Lughmani, said
a news release.

During the meeting, key
discussions were held on
the approval of the
National Electric Vehicle
Policy, its promotion at the
international level, and
strategies to attract invest-
ment in the EV sector.

Haroon Akhtar said that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif envisioned increas-
ing the market share of
electric vehicles — includ-
ing two, three, and four-
wheelers — to 30% by the
year 2030.

Mosharraf Zaidi high-
lighted the importance of
introducing the Electric
Vehicle Policy on global
scale, in line with the Prime
Minister’s vision.

ISLAMABAD: Chinese business delegation led by Yao Yu CEO of DongKai International Investment

meeting with Federal Minister for Housing and Works Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada.

Chinese team pays visit
to Housing Ministry

Gold prices
decrease by
Rs700/tola

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
price of 24 karat per tola
gold decreased by Rs700
and was traded at
Rs362,300 on Monday
compared to its sale at
Rs363,000 on the last trad-
ing day, All Pakistan Sarafa
Gems and  Jewelers
Association reported.

The prices of 10 grams of
24 Kkarat also decreased by
Rs600 to Rs310,613 from
Rs311,213 and for 10 grams
of 22 Karat it came down by
Rs550 to Rs284,738 from
Rs285,288.

The rates of per tola sil-
ver and and ten gram silver
remained unchanged and
closed at Rs3,787 and
Rs3,246 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
decreased by $18 to
$3,414, whereas the prices
of silver remained stagnant
at $36.29, the Association
reported.

Shipping
activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Two
ships, Falkonera and
Horizon-1 carrying Soya
Bean Seed and LPG,
berthed at Grain Terminal

and Sui Southern Gas
Terminal respectively on
Sunday.

Seven  ships  were

engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of
them two ships, Al-
Thakhira and Seaways
Kolberg are left the port on
today morning, while two
more ships, Sea Hunter and
Horizon-1 are expected to
sail on Monday afternoon.

Cargo volume of 64,960
tonnes, comprising 61,777
tonnes imports cargo and
3,183 export cargo was
handled at the port during
last 24 hours.

Six ships at Outer
Anchorage of Port Qasim,
out of them a edible oil car-
rier Hafnia Tanzanite &
another container carrier
‘Eleni-T” expected to take
berths at LCT and QICT
respectively, while two
more container ships, MSC
Roberta-V and GFS Prime
are due to arrive at outer
anchorage.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high-level Chinese business
delegation, led by Mr. Yao
Yu, CEO of DongKai
International  Investment
and representing a consor-
tium of leading construction
and technology firms, visit-
ed Ministry of Housing and
Works and met with Federal
Minister for Housing and
Works, Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada on Monday.

Senior officials, includ-
ing Secretary of Housing
and Works Hamid Yaqub
Sheikh, Additional Secret-
ary, CEO Pakistan Housing
Authority Foundation
(PHAF), and Director Gen-
eral of Federal Government
Employees Housing Auth-
ority (FGEHA), were also
present during the meeting.

The visit aimed to
explore collaborative oppo-
rtunities in Pakistan’s hous-
ing sector, particularly in
adopting new construction
technologies and building
materials.

Federal Minister for
Housing & Works Mian
Riaz  Hussain Pirzada
warmly welcomed the dele-
gation and reaffirmed the
strong bonds of Pak-China
friendship.

He emphasized the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
innovation in the housing
sector, underscoring the
importance of prefabricated
and modular construction
technologies, which are
essential for ensuring sus-
tainability, reducing costs,
and speeding up project
delivery.

Yao Yu showcased vari-
ous innovative housing
models and cutting-edge
construction techniques. He
shared that the consortium
specializes in prefabricated
construction—an advanced
and efficient building
method known for its cost-
effectiveness and time-sav-
ing benefits.

He also proposed estab-
lishing a Dragon Mart-style

commercial complex in
Pakistan, modeled on the
successful wholesale trade
center in Dubai. This initia-
tive, he noted, could serve
as a catalyst for enhancing
Pak-China trade ties, pro-
moting urban development,
supporting SMEs, and gen-
erating employment.

Subsequently, the DG,
FGEHA, and CEO, PHAF
delivered presentations out-
lining key investment oppor-
tunities, prospective joint
ventures, and public-private
partnership models. They
highlighted various strategic
development locations
including the Islamabad
Capital Territory, Quetta,
Karachi, Peshawar, Gwadar,
and Gilgit-Baltistan.

The meeting concluded
with mutual interest in fur-
thering cooperation, trans-
lating shared visions into
actionable projects, and
strengthening  economic
collaboration between the
two countries.

PSX witnesses bullish
trend, gains 81.79 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-Index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed a bullish trend on
Monday, gaining 81.79
points, a positive change of
0.07 percent, closing at
122,225.36 points as com-
pared to 122,143.57 points
on the last trading day.

A total of 1,224,178,443
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
968,346,528 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas
the price of shares stood at
Rs25.750 billion against
Rs29.558 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 471 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market, 282 of
them recorded gains and
159 sustained losses, where-
as the share price of 30 com-
panies remained unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 267,081,176
shares at Rs1.62 per share,
Pervez Ahmed Co. with
92,031,551 shares at Rs3.93

per share and 1st Capital
Sec with 86,020,335 shares
at Rs3.85 per share.

Macter International
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs38.61
per share closing at
Rs424.71 whereas runner-
up was Blessed Textiles
Limited with Rs26.89 rise in
its share price to close at
Rs304.91.

PIA Holding Company
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum decrease of
Rs1,888.91 per share price,
closing at Rs17,000.19,
whereas the runner-up
Khyber  Textile Mills
Limited with Rs179.45
decline in its per share price
to Rs1,615.10.

Rupee sheds 21 paisa
against US Dollar

The Rupee on Monday
depreciated by 21 paisa
against the United States
(US) Dollar in the interbank

trading and closed at
Rs283.17 against the previ-
ous day’s closing of
Rs282.96.

Oil prices rise further
as Israel-Iran extends
into 4th day

HONG KONG (AFP/ APP):
Oil prices extended gains
Monday as Israel and Iran
pounded each other with
missiles for a fourth day and
threatened further attacks,
stoking fears of a lengthy
conflict that could reignite
inflation.

Gold prices also rose
back towards a record high
thanks to a rush into safe
havens, but equities were
mixed amid hopes that the
conflict does not spread
through the Middle East.

Investors were also gear-
ing up for key central bank
meetings this week, with a
particular eye on the US
Federal Reserve and Bank
of Japan, as well as talks
with Washington aimed at
avoiding Donald Trump’s
sky-high tariffs.

Israel’s surprise strike
against Iranian military and
nuclear sites on Friday --
killing top commanders and
scientists -- sent crude
prices soaring as much as 13
percent at one point on fears
about supplies from the
region.

Analysts also warned that
the spike could send infla-
tion surging globally again,
dealing a blow to long-run-

ning efforts by governments
and central banks to get it
under control and fanning
concerns about the impact
on already fragile
economies.

“The knock-on impact of
higher energy prices is that
they will slow growth and
cause headline inflation to
rise,” said Tony Sycamore, a
market analyst at IG.

“While central banks
would prefer to overlook a
temporary spike in energy
prices, if they remain elevat-
ed for a long period, it may
feed through into higher
core inflation as businesses
pass on higher transport and
production costs.

“This would hamper cen-
tral banks’ ability to cut
interest rates to cushion the
anticipated growth slow-
down from  President
Trump’s tariffs, which adds
another variable for the Fed
to consider when it meets to
discuss interest rates this
week.”

Both main oil contracts
were up around one percent
in Asian trade.

But Morningstar director
of equity research Allen
Good said: “Oil markets
remain amply supplied with

OPEC set on increasing pro-
duction and demand soft.
US production growth has
been slowing, but could
rebound in the face of sus-
tained higher prices.

“Meanwhile, a larger war
is unlikely. The Trump
administration has already
stated it remains committed
to talks with Iran.

“Ultimately, fundamen-
tals will dictate price, and
they do not suggest much
higher prices are necessary.
Although the global risk
premium could rise, keeping
prices moderately higher
than where they’ve been
much of the year.”

Tokyo closed 1.3 percent
higher, boosted by a weaker
yen, while Hong Kong
reversed early losses and
Shanghai, Seoul, Singapore

and  Wellington  also
advanced.

Taipei, Jakarta and
Manila retreated while

Sydney was flat.London,
Paris and Frankfurt were all
higher in early trade.

Gold, a go-to asset in
times of uncertainty and
volatility, rose to around
$3,450 an ounce and close
to its all-time high of
$3,500.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs282.5 and Rs285.15
respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by Rsl1.46 to
close at Rs327.85 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs326.39, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The  Japanese yen
remained unchanged and
closed at Rs1.96, whereas
an increase of Rs 0.92 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which was traded at
Rs384.60 as compared to
the last day’s closing of
Rs383.68.

Correction of name

My correct name is Beenish
Qureshi, but due to mistake, it
has been written as Beenish
Gul Qureshi on my matriculation
certificate. | kindly request that
this error be corrected.

Beenish Qureshi, daughter of
Hafiz Ullah Qureshi, residing
at House No. 5, Al-Qureshi

Colony, Gulberg No. 1,
Peshawar.
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COURT NOTICE

In the Court of Faiza Gul Senior
Civil Judge Admn Alg Swat
Case No 6/1 Instituted 2/1/2020
next date Of Hearing 17/6/2025
case title Ba Haram, versus,
Khan Badshah etc Publication
against Defendants no /23
/4/1Sajjad, son of Nishat
Bibi/23/7/1llyas/23/7/5 Maryam,
sons of Rahmanullah
/23/6/1Hasnad, wife of Sardar
Khan, daughter of Rahman Gul
presently Karachi , residents of
Generator Workshop, near
Furgania,Mosque Shamuzai ,
Swat.presently,Saudi Arabia In
the case cited above the service
of defendants are not possible
in easy way,therefore they are
hereby informed through this
publication to ensure his atten-
dance personally or through
their counsel or attorney on date
fixed mentioned above.
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Women's league
to expand

to 14 teams
LONDON (AFP): The
English Women's
Super League (WSL)
is set expand to 14
teams from 12 for the
start of the 2026/27
season after the pro-
posal  was  voted
through by clubs on
Monday. The changes

still  require  the
approval  of  the
English Football

Association but are
expected to pass with
a promotion/relega-
tion play-off as part of’
the shake up to the
women's game.
Currently just one
club is relegated and
one promoted each
season. Next season
the top two from the
second tier WSL2 will
be automatically pro-
moted. Additionally,
third-place in the
WSL2 will face the
team that finishes bot-
tom in the top tier in a
play-off. From the
2026/27 campaign, the
one automatic relega-
tion and promotion
place will return with
a play-off between
second bottom in the
WSL and second top
in the second tier.
"Subject  to the
approval from the FA
board, expanding the
WSL to 14 teams will
stimulate movement
between leagues and
through the pyramid

which increases
opportunities,”  said
Nikki Doucet, chief

executive of Women's
Professional Leagues
Limited. "The intro-
duction of a promo-
tion/relegation play-
off creates distinction
for the women's game
and introduces a high-
profile, high-stakes
match." Expansion is
part of a 10-year plan
to raise standards
across the top two
tiers of  English
women's football,
focused on improved
facilities, staffing and
academies. According
to financial experts
Deloitte, collective
revenues in the WSL
rose 34 percent to £65
million ($88 million)
in 2023/24 and are
projected to reach
£100 million in the
upcoming season.
However, Deloitte
also found that aver-
age attendances across
the league dipped by
10 percent last season
to 6,642 as the surge
in interest generated
by England's Euro
2022 success faded.

Hamilton 'devastated'
after running

over groundhog

MONTREAL
(Agencies):  Lewis
Hamilton says he is
devastated after run-
ning over a groundhog
during Sunday's
Canadian Grand Prix.
The Ferrari driver hit
the rodent during the
13th lap of the race in
Montreal, leaving a
hole in the floor of his
SF-25 car. The 40-
year-old ended up fin-
ishing sixth, with his
team estimating that
the damage cost
Hamilton about half-
a-second per lap for
the remainder of the
race at the Circuit
Gilles Villeneuve. But
the seven-time world
champion, a vegan
and well-known ani-
mal lover, was more
concerned with the
"horrible" death of the
groundhog. "It was
feeling pretty decent
up until then. And
then, I didn't see it
happen, but obviously
I heard I hit a ground-
hog," said Hamilton.
"So that's devastating.
I love animals, and
I'm so sad about it.
That's horrible. That's
never happened to me
here before. "It's
never nice to see that -
I just hope it didn't
suffer." Groundhogs,
a type of large ground
squirrel native to
North America, are
commonplace around
the track in Montreal,
which is on an artifi-
cial island in the Saint
Lawrence River.
Mercedes driver
George Russell took
victory in Montreal
from pole to win his
first race of the sea-
son, with reigning
champion Max
Verstappen second.

)

Pakistan triumphs Japan
3-2 in National Cup

KUALA LUMPUR
(DNA): In a thrilling
encounter at the National
Cup Hockey Tournament
in Malaysia, Pakistan
edged past Japan with a 3-2
victory, showcasing a spir-
ited comeback and domi-
nant performance in the
latter stages of the match.

The match began with
both teams exhibiting
strong defensive strategies
and swift counterattacks.
Japan initially took the
lead, but Pakistan
responded effectively with
exceptional teamwork and
determination.

Notable performances
came from Hanan Shahid
and Rana Waheed, whose
aggressive play and skill-
ful coordination kept con-
stant pressure on the
Japanese defense.
Pakistan significantly
upped the tempo in the
last two quarters, demon-
strating tactical superiori-
ty and physical endurance.

The  match-defining
moment came  when
Pakistan was awarded a

penalty corner late in the
final quarter. M. Sufiyan
successfully converted it
into the third and decisive
goal. However, the deci-
sion was met with contro-
versy. Japan requested a
video referral, and the
third umpire ruled against
the penalty corner. In an
unusual turn, the field
umpire did not concur

with the third umpire’s
decision and upheld the
original call, allowing the
penalty corner to proceed
— much to the frustration
of the Japanese side.
Despite the contention,
Pakistan maintained com-
posure and held off
Japan's attempts to equal-
ize in the dying minutes.
The match concluded with

Hockey in Malaysia

»

Pakistan emerging victori-
ous 3-2, marking an
important win in their
campaign.

This victory boosts
Pakistan’s morale and
positions them strongly as
the tournament progress-
es. The team is set to face
its next opponent with
renewed confidence and
national pride.

Fans found guilty of hate crimes
against Vinicius Jr

.\

N

MADRID (Agencies): Four people
have been handed suspended jail
sentences after being found guilty
of committing hate crimes against
Real Madrid forward Vinicius Jr.

The quartet were found guilty of
hanging an inflatable effigy of
Vinicius Jr over a bridge near Real
Madrid's training ground in January
Atletico
Madrid's Copa Del Rey match at
the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium.

A banner above the effigy read:

2023, shortly before

"Madrid hates Real".

Three of the group were sen-
tenced to 14 months in prison,

\rates (i‘

the act online.

eration (Rfef).

from

while one was given a 22-month
sentence for distributing images of

However, the sentences have
been suspended after all four
signed a letter of apology to the
Brazil international, Madrid, La
Liga and the Spanish football fed-

The sentence included a restrain-
ing order preventing the quartet
coming within
Vinicius, his home or Real Madrid's
training ground, as well as a blanket
ban on attending La Liga or Spain
national team matches.

Real

According to Real Madrid, 14 peo-
ple have now been convicted of racist
attacks against the club's players.

"This criminal conviction comes
in addition to the several already
handed down in recent months for
racist insults received by Real
Madrid players at the stadiums in
Valladolid, Valencia,
Mallorca and Madrid," the club
said in a statement.

"Real Madrid have joined its
player in prosecuting this case, and
in many others currently underway,
and will continue to work to protect
the values of our club and to eradi-
cate any racist behaviour in the
world of football and sport."

Vinicius Jr has regularly been the
victim of racial abuse since joining
Madrid
Flamengo.

The Brazilian, who has made 316

Palma de

in 2018 from

appearances for the club, was sub-

ject to racist chanting by Atletico
fans during a La Liga match in
September 2022.

The 24-year-old was targeted
again later that month during a

match against Real Valladolid, with

lkm of

five people later being handed sus-
pended prison sentences.

In December 2022 - one month
before the effigy was put up -
Vinicius urged La Liga to act on
banning those found guilty of racist
chanting from attending matches.

Pakistan-made Fifa 20235 ball
receives global acclaim

ISLAMABAD (DNA): As
the Fifa Club World Cup
2025 kicks off in the
United States this week-
end, all eyes aren't just on
the competing teams but
also on a crucial piece of
equipment: the official
match ball.

Unveiled earlier this
year by Adidas, the Fifa
Club World Cup 25 Pro
Ball is garnering signifi-
cant attention not only for
its  striking stars-and-
stripes design but also for
its remarkable perform-
ance, advanced engineer-
ing, and notably, its "Made
in Pakistan" label.

Sam Handy, Adidas'
general manager for foot-
ball, described the ball as
the culmination of 18
months of meticulous
development. The aim, he
stated, was to create some-
thing "bold, loud, iconic—

and unmistakably
American."
However, behind its

patriotic aesthetic lies a
testament to Pakistan's
manufacturing excellence
and high-performance
engineering, with the ball
proudly produced in the
South Asian nation.

Beyond its origins, the
2025 Club World Cup ball
also marks a step towards
greater sustainability as it
is crafted entirely from
polyurethane, this iteration
is composed of 61%
polyurethane, 30% recy-
cled polyester, and 9% vis-
cose, unlike previous ver-
sions.

It also features Adidas’
innovative PRECISION-
SHELL technology — a
20-panel, thermally bond-
ed structure with strategi-
cally placed debossed
grooves  designed to
improve airflow control
and enhance flight consis-

tency.

This construction is car-
ried out in Pakistan, where
the majority of the world’s
footballs are manufac-
tured.

Testing conducted at
Loughborough University,
a leading sports research
institution in the UK,
demonstrated the ball’s
superior performance.

Using both human play-
ers and a robotic Kkicker,
researchers compared the
new Adidas model with
balls from the Premier
League (Nike Flight),
Carabao Cup  (Puma
Orbita 1), and FA Cup
(Mitre Ultimax Pro).

While robot testing
showed similar speed and
spin across all models,
player testing revealed
“noticeable differences,”
according to Professor
Andy Harland, who over-
saw the analysis.

Players achieved their
fastest strikes and higher
spin rates with the Club
World Cup ball—one even
recorded more than double
the spin compared to the
Nike ball. One player
remarked the ball “hits
truer for professionals,”
suggesting its design
caters well to high-level,
precision-based play.

Players observed that
the ball felt firmer and had
a smaller sweet spot,
demanding more precise
contact. However, they
appreciated its consistency
during open play, particu-
larly for delivering long,
accurate ground passes.

Despite the limited
sample size, all three play-
ers registered their fastest
strikes using the Club
World Cup ball. “It hits
truer for the profession-
als,” one player remarked
afterward.

“You had to hit it more
precisely,” the players
noted, highlighting that

the Club World Cup ball g

has a smaller ‘sweet spot’
compared to others.

In contrast, robot test-
ing—which Harland
explained “should give a
near-identical kick each
time” due to the “fixed”
leg speed and ball place-
ment—did not show the
Club World Cup ball as the
fastest.

The  players also
described the distinct feel
when striking the ball:
“Especially the Adidas
(Club World Cup) ball,
that felt rock-hard,” one
player said. “It has no
grip. Because you have the
little grooves, you spin it
more,” another added.

Two players shared a
similar verdict on where it
excels: “Probably better in
open play. It would be
good to hit a long pass
with, a grasscutter (a long
pass, kept low to the floor)
would be perfect.”

All the balls were man-
ufactured in Pakistan,
which produces the major-
ity of the world’s foot-
balls. The distinct con-
struction of the Club
World Cup edition is the
reason players notice such
differences when kicking
1t.

According to Adidas,
the high-grade butyl blad-
der inside the ball con-
tributes to shape retention
and flight stability. The
company is so confident in
the durability that it offers
a two-year shape guaran-
tee.

The ball also includes a
motion sensor, sending
data 500 times per second
to aid in semi-automated
offside decisions, player
tracking, and touch-point

identification—demon-
strating the merging of
sport and smart technolo-

y.

This isn’t Adidas' first
foray into high-tech foot-
balls, but the Club World
Cup 25 Pro Ball represents
a significant evolution
from past models like the
Fevernova from the 2003
Women’s World Cup and
the Questra from the 1994
tournament.

Back then, balls were
hand-stitched and made
from multiple materials.
Since 2004, Adidas has
shifted to thermal bond-
ing, with the new panel
designs now allowing for
unprecedented  aerody-
namic precision.

According to
Loughborough testing lead
Ieuan  Williams, ball
design has evolved to a
point where aerodynamics
take precedence over sym-
metry.

“People started to go,
‘Well, these don’t have to
be regular shapes any
longer. We can do crazy
things with panels’,” he
says. “There’s been a bit
of a readjustment, and now
we need to make sure that
the ball flies properly
again, which has made a
load of investment in
that.”

Ultimately, Adidas has
broken from the tradition
of simply repainting an
existing model. The Club
World Cup ball isn’t just a
visual upgrade—it’s a
technical overhaul, built
for modern football.

With 63 matches on the
horizon, the ball’s real-
world performance will be
under close scrutiny. But
so far, early signs suggest
that this Pakistani-made
marvel is ready to deliver
on the biggest stage.

Olympic hero Arshad
Nadeem joins Forbes’ 3()
under 30 hall of fame

ISLAMABAD (Monitoring
Desk): Pakistan’s  star
javelin thrower Arshad
Nadeem has made it to
Forbes’ 30 Under 30 list for
South Asia 2025. He was
named in the Entertainment
& Sports category, becom-
ing the only Pakistani fea-
tured this year. Forbes hon-
oured him for both his
sports achievements and
cultural impact.

Arshad gained global

fame after ~ winning
Olympic gold in Paris, the
first-ever individual

Olympic gold for Pakistan.
This historic win brought
him into the spotlight and
made him an inspiration
for young athletes across

South Asia. His journey
from Mian Channu to
international success con-
tinues to inspire.

He has also won gold at
the Asian Athletics
Championship, adding to
his list of achievements.
So far, Arshad has earned
five gold medals in major
international events. His
success has raised

Pakistan’s profile in global
track and field sports.

His story shows how
hard work and resilience
can lead to greatness.
Arshad’s inclusion in the
Forbes list proves that
sports heroes can also be
cultural icons. It also high-
lights the growing recogni-
tion of Pakistani talent on
global platforms.

As Arshad prepares for
future competitions, this
honour adds another mile-
stone to his already
impressive career. He
now carries not just the
javelin, but also the hopes
of millions of Pakistanis,
determined to make his
country proud.

ICC unveils 2025 Womens
cricket World Cup schedule

2025 Women's ODI
World Gup schedule

IND vs SI

BAN vs PAK
ENG vs SA, Beng
AUS vs SL
IND vs PAK
NZ vs SA, Indor
ENG vs BAN
AUS vs PAK
IND vs SA
NZ vs BAN
ENGvs SL.G
IND vs AUS
SAvs BAN

ENG vs PAK

DUBAI (Monitoring
Desk): The International
Cricket Council (ICC) on
Monday announced the
schedule for the Women’s
Cricket World Cup 2025 set
to be held in India and Sri
Lanka in September.
Pakistan will play all
their matches of the 50-
over World Cup in Sri
Lanka’s capital Colombo
when India hosts this year’s

NZ vs PAK, (
IND vs ENG
SLvs BAN

SA vs PAK

AUS vs ENG, Inc
IND vs NZ

PAK vs SL

AUS vs SA, Indo
ENC NZ, G
IND vs BAN,

Semi-final 1

Semi-final 2, Beng

Final

tournament. Following
India’s refusal to travel to
Pakistan for the Champions
Trophy earlier this year, a
“hybrid model” was decid-
ed upon whereby India
would play all its matches
in Dubai, chosen as a neu-
tral venue.

Hosts India will get the
tournament underway
against Sri Lanka in
Bengaluru on September 30

at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium, with action start-
ing at 3pm local time,
according to the schedule.

Defending champions
Australia then get their
campaign up and running
against neighbours New
Zealand at Holkar Cricket
Stadium in Indore on
October 1, while Pakistan
will face Bangladesh a day
later in Colombo.

The highly anticipated
India-Pakistan clash is set
for October 5, after which
Pakistan will play
Australia on the 8th,
England on the 15th, New
Zealand on the 18th,
South Africa on the 21st
and Sri Lanka on the 24th.

The semi-finals are
scheduled for October 29
and 30, before the final
takes place on November 2.

ICC Chairman Jay
Shah said: “The confir-
mation of the schedule
only  builds  further
excitement and anticipa-
tion” for the world cup.

“With the eight best
teams in the women’s
game descending on India,
alongside incredible ven-
ues and what promises to
be record-breaking
crowds, we are all looking
forward to an unforget-
table tournament.”

Pakistan qualified for the
World Cup when they beat
Thailand by 87 runs during
the ICC Women’s World
Cup 2025 Qualifiers in
Lahore in April.

Maria climbs 43 places in WTA
rankings after Queen's win

PARIS (AFP): Tatjana
Maria jumped 43 places
to 43rd in the WTA rank-
ings published on
Monday, the day after
completing her fairytale
run to the title at Queen's.

The 37-year-old moth-
er of two, who had to
come through two rounds
of qualifying before
reaching the main draw at
Queen's, became the old-
est winner of a WTA 500
event when she beat
American Amanda
Anisimova 6-3, 6-4 in
Sunday's final.

Maria, who was the
first female Queen's
champion since Olga
Morozova 52 years ago,
climbed one place short
of her career high-ranking
of 42, which she attained

last year.

The top three remained
unchanged with Aryna
Sabalenka, Coco Gauff
and Jessica Pegula. Zheng
Qinwen climbed one
place to fourth, her high-
est ranking after reaching

the semi-finals at
Queen's.
Jasmine Paolini

dropped one place to fifth
while Iga Swiatek who
has yet to set foot on grass
after an unsuccessful sea-
son on clay, slipped one
place to eighth.

WTA rankings:

1. Aryna Sabalenka
(BLR) 11,553 pts, 2. Coco
Gauff (USA) 8.083, 3.
Jessica Pegula (USA)
6,483, 4. Zheng Qinwen
(CHN) 4,853 (+1), 5.
Jasmine Paolini (ITA)

4,805 (-1), 6. Madison
Keys (USA) 4,669 (+2),
7. Mirra Andreeva (RUS)
4,636 (-1), 8. Iga Swiatek
(POL) 4,618 (-1), 9.
Emma Navarro (USA)
3,697 (+1), 10. Paula
Badosa (ESP) 3,684 (-1),
11. Elena  Rybakina
(KAZ) 3,456, 12. Diana
Shnaider (RUS) 3,216,
13. Amanda Anisimova
(USA) 3,119 (+2), 14.
Elina Svitolina (UKR)
3,035 (-1), 15. Karolina
Muchova (CZE) 2,929 (-
1), 16. Daria Kasatkina
(AUS) 2,801, 17. Barbora
Krejcikova (CZE) 2,725,
18. Ekaterina
Alexandrova 2,378 (+1),
19. Jelena Ostapenko
(LAT) 2,200 (+1), 20.
Liudmila Samsonova
(RUS) 2,141 (-2).
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Indus River

Monday re
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cusecs. According
data released by
the water level in
Indus at Tarbela
was 1450.85 feet
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and 17,658

cusecs released
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numerous tourist
local residents
praised the

Similarly,13.2  kgs
hashish were seized from

[Tn brief

IRSA releases
254,300 cusecs

APP):

System
Authority (IRSA) on

leased
water

from various rim stations
with inflow of 293,992

to the
IRSA,
River
Dam
which

was 48.85 feet higher
than the dead level of

Water

inflow and outflow in the
dam was recorded as

and

151,800 cusecs, respec-
tively. The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1167.20 feet,

0 feet

higher than its dead level
of 1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water was
recorded 31,750 cusecs
cusecs,
respectively. The release
of water at Kalabagh,

Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as
186,304, 137,105,
90,219 and 33,560
cusecs,  respectively.
Similarly, from River

Kabul, a total of 23,200
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 30,417

from

River Chenab at Marala.

ANF recovers
over 199 kg drugs

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF), conducting six

s the

recovered as
many as 199.372 kilo-

worth

more than Rs 200.1 mil-
lion and arrested four

ANF

Headquarters spokesman

He

informed that 490 ecstasy

grams

were recovered from an
accused riding in a vehi-

Town

Phase 4, Islamabad. As

€ WEIe

recovered from a passen-
ger's luggage at Allama
International

opera-
opium

were recovered from a
passenger’s luggage trav-

Jinnah

Airport,

as 70
were
parcel

sent from the UK at a
courier office in Chaklala
Rawalpindi.

of
Sabzi

Interchange
Expressway, and the sus-

d. As

much as 100 kgs of hero-
in and 80 kgs of mor-

vered,

hidden for smuggling
Quetta
Kachlak—Yaro Bypass
Road. Cases have been
registered against the

under

the Narcotics Control
Act, and further investi-
gations are underway.

Cultural
festival held

APP):
ouncil

organized a family festi-

direc-

tives of the Punjab gov-
ernment, featuring per-
formances by renowned
artists that attracted a
large number of tourists
and locals. The colour-
ful show included per-

singer
stage

artists Saleem Albela,
Sajjad Jani and Honey
Albela, while the duo
Zain-Zohaib mesmer-

on

picturesque
backdrop.

ally
r Al

Zafar delivered the lead-

"This

festival serves dual pur-
poses, providing whole-
entertainment

young

artistic talent," said the
Director,

Council
Murree during the event
hosted by anchor Ayesha

et Ali

Zaryon. The ceremony

by

Director Arts Council
Sajjad Hussain, former

Arts

Council Director Wagar
Assistant
Muhammad

mmad

Ashraf, Anum Khalid,
representative,

s and
who

govern-
ment's cultural initiative.)
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level UAE delegation led by Deputy Minister of Cabinet Affairs for Competitiveness, Abdullah Nasser Lootah.

Int’l community
should stop Israeli
aggression: Daniyal

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Parliamentary Secretary
Information and
Broadcasting  Barrister
Daniyal Chaudhry has said
that Israel, whose is pursu-
ing a policy of "might is
right" that is unacceptable
to anyone. The interna-
tional community should
take steps to stop Israeli
aggression that can desta-
bilize the region.

Talking to the media
outside the Parliament
House on Monday, he said
that Israel's aggressive
actions against Iran will
destabilize the region, and
the international communi-

ty should stop Israel's poli-
cy of aggression against
other countries, and this
process should stop now
because this policy is unac-
ceptable to anyone.

Barrister Daniyal
Chaudhry said that despite
the strict conditions

imposed by the IMF, the
government is trying to
provide relief to the peo-
ple. Positive suggestions
from allies and the oppo-
sition will also be wel-
comed.

He said that Pakistan is
moving towards develop-
ment, the country's eco-
nomic indicators are indi-

cating growth. The targets
set in the current fiscal
year budget have been
met. No new taxes have
been imposed in the new
budget, maximum relief
has been given. Hopefully,
this will be the last budget
under the strict conditions
of the IMF and more bet-
ter budgets will be given
in the future.

In response to a ques-
tion, he said that no budget
is perfect, every budget has
room for improvement, and
we will try to remove the
concerns raised by the
allies and the opposition
regarding the budget.

BISP, Pakistan Post join hands
for digital payment solutions

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) and
Pakistan Post have agreed
to collaborate on introduc-
ing digital payment solu-
tions aimed at enhancing
the efficiency and security
of stipend disbursements
to BISP beneficiaries
across the country.
Chairperson BISP,
Senator Rubina Khalid, met
with  Director  General
Pakistan Post, Samiullah
Khan, at BISP Headquarters
on Monday to discuss
modalities for launching a
pilot project based on bio-
metric verification. The ini-
tiative seeks to facilitate
over 10 million beneficiaries

with convenient and secure
digital payment options.
During the meeting, it
was decided that technical
teams from both organiza-
tions would soon convene
to assess system integration
possibilities and move for-
ward with the pilot phase.
Chairperson Rubina
Khalid underlined the
importance of the collabo-
ration in expanding finan-
cial inclusion and ensuring
timely assistance to deserv-
ing families. “Our goal is to
simplify the payment
process while ensuring
transparency and accessi-
bility,  particularly in
remote areas,” she stated.
DG  Pakistan  Post

Samiullah Khan expressed
full support and proposed
continuous technical con-
sultations to streamline the
process. He also highlight-
ed the role of Pakistan Post
in extending postal and
financial services to rural
communities.

The meeting further dis-
cussed the sharing of updat-
ed contact details of benefi-
ciaries and the potential
role of Pakistan Post in sup-
plementing outreach efforts
in under-served areas.

The session was attend-
ed by Director General
Conditional Transfers
BISP, DG NSER, CTO
BISP, and senior officials
from Pakistan Post.

RAWALPINDI: RDA worker install plant p

c;t; hloné a roadside bridge as

part of a beautification and greening drive in the twin cities. —APP Photo

Rawalpindi gets Rs. 27.5 bn for
flyovers, underpasses projects

RAWALPINDI (APP): Besides a range
of development projects and water
schemes, the Punjab Government has
allocated a huge amount worth Rs. 27.5
billion for the fiscal year 2025-26 for
various flyovers, underpasses and a link
road connecting the city with Islamabad.

Engineer Qamar ul Islam MNA, who

is also Chairman of the

Committee for Rawalpindi District, has
confirmed APP on Monday that historic
transformative projects will reshape

Rawalpindi's future.

"Rs. 27.5 billion will be spent on proj-
ects for various flyovers to be built on
Kachehri Chowk, Jinnah Park Vhowk, and
Amar Chowk, along with underpasses at
GPO Chowk, T.M. Chowk on Mall Road
and AFIC Chowk for pedestrians", he said.

Moreover, the development package
announced by the government also fea-
tures underpasses at Charing Cross, Race
Course, Iftekhar Janjua Road and COD
Chowk. The expansion of Range Road is
also included in the development proj-
ects for the next fiscal year.

To a question Raja Qamar-ul-Islam
informed that to improve Islamabad

Coordination

Tourists

access from Rawalpindi, Marble Factory
Road nearing Westridge area will be
widened as an alternative route. "These
projects will significantly ease traffic
congestion across the city," said the
Chairman Coordination Committee.
Additionally, the Punjab Government
has allocated Rs. 6.0 billion for construc-
tion of a state of the art Children's
Hospital and Rs. 5.0 billion for air-con-
ditioned E-buses serving the residents of
the Pindi Division. A Rs.135 billion
Glass
Rawalpindi with Murree has already
been envisioned by the CM Maryam
Nawaz for which Rs.
been allocated for the fiscal year 2025-
26. Qamar termed these initiatives as
projects to improve quality of life.
Moreover,
fixed for dualization of Gorakhpur-
Khasala Khurad Road and Rs1.7 billion
for Tulsa Morr Adiala Road Underpass to
reduce travel time between Adiala Road
and Gorakhpur. Qamar termed the signif-

Train will connect

1.0 billion have

Rs 2.3 billion has been

icant development projects 'gift by CM

Rawalpindi.

Maryam Nawaz'

to the people of

Murder
accused of
student

arrested

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police have arrested
the main suspect involved
in the brutal murder of a
22-year-old female student
of the International Islamic
University, tracing the
blind case through modern
investigation techniques,
said Deputy Inspector
General of Police (DIG)
Islamabad ~ Muhammad
Jawad Tariq on Monday.

DIG Tariq held a press
conference at Rescue 15,
where he was accompanied
by SSP Investigations, SP
Saddar Zone, DSP CIA, and
other senior police officers.
He said the suspect, identi-
fied as Feroz, a resident of
Jhang, had gone into hiding
after committing the crime.
DIG Tariq said the accused
had entered the Kainat Girls
Hostel with criminal intent
and opened fire, which
resulted in the tragic death of
the university student, Imaan.

DIG Tariq said multiple
police teams were formed
under the supervision of
SSP Operations and SSP
Investigations, which
worked round the clock
using Safe City camera
footage, sketches of the sus-
pect, and videos obtained
from nearby buildings to
track down the accused.

DIG Tariq said the arrest-
ed suspect has a criminal
history, including cases of
rape and several incidents of
motorcycle theft. DIG said a
case has been registered
against the accused, and a
thorough investigation is
underway. He said the
accused will be presented in
court with solid evidence to
ensure he receives appropri-
ate punishment.

Commissioner
directs for

- |1dentifying land for

Sahulat Bazaars

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Commissioner  Engineer
Aamir Khattak on Monday
directed deputy commission-
ers of all the five districts of
Rawalpindi Division to
immediately identify 3 to 5
kanals of government land in
each tehsil for setting up new
Sahulat Bazaars.

The Sahulat Bazaars,
which was a flagship proj-
ect of Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz,
would help provide essen-
tial commodities to the
public at affordable prices,
he added. The commission-
er was chairing a meeting
on the establishment of
Sahulat Bazaars, a DPR
news release said.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officers of the
Commissioner’s Office and
heads of various depart-
ments, while the deputy
commissioners of Jhelum,

Murree, Attock and
Chakwal participated
through video link.

Commissioner Khattak
directed that the Sahulat
Bazaars be completed and
made functional before the
next holy month of
Ramazan. Necessary finan-
cial resources had been pro-
vided for the timely comple-
tion of the project, he added.

Moreover, he said, funds
had also been allocated for
the Punjab Sahulat Bazaar
Authority in the Annual
Development Programme
2025. The commissioner said
the Sahulat Bazaars would be
a practical expression of the
government’s efforts for pro-
viding relief to the people in
the time of inflation. The
establishment of Bazaars, he
added, would help control
inflation, stabilize prices in
the general market and pre-
vent hoarding.

Romanian
envoy calls on
Ayaz Sadiq

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Romania,
Dan Stoenescu Monday
called on Speaker National
Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
at the Parliament House.

During the meeting,
both sides held a detailed
exchange of views on
matters of mutual interest,
including bilateral ties,
parliamentary coopera-
tion and the evolving
regional situation.

Ayaz Sadiq said that
Pakistan attached high
importance to its longstand-
ing and friendly relations
with Romania, which were
based on mutual respect,
trust and shared interests.
He also said that vibrant
parliamentary cooperation
would further strengthen
bilateral collaboration.

Ayaz Sadiq said
Pakistan-Romania
Friendship Group in the
National Assembly had
played a pivotal role in

promoting substantive and
enduring parliamentary
engagement between the
two parliaments.

He stressed the need for
expanding cooperation in
key sectors, including edu-
cation, trade, industry and
information technology.

Ayaz Sadiq said
Pakistan was actively
seeking international part-
nerships in these areas and
viewed Romania as a valu-
able partner.

The ambassador appreci-
ated the Speaker’s views and
acknowledged Pakistan’s
efforts to deepen bilateral
ties. He said Romania
attached great value to its
relations with Pakistan and
was keen to further develop
collaboration in the parlia-
mentary, academic, and eco-
nomic domains.

Ayaz Sadiq lauded
Pakistan’s progress in the
IT sector and underlined
the importance of fostering

direct institutional linkages
between the two parlia-
ments, saying such efforts
would not only reinforce
bilateral relations but also
strengthen democratic
norms across the region.

The ambassador also
noted that Pakistan’s parlia-
mentary diplomacy contin-
ued to play a constructive
role in promoting regional
peace and development. He
expressed Romania’s will-
ingness to benefit from
Pakistan’s experience and
explore avenues for mutual
cooperation.

It was agreed that par-
liamentary exchanges
between the two countries
would be further enhanced
and joint efforts would be
undertaken to pursue
shared objectives.

Both sides expressed
readiness to facilitate the
exchange of high-level
parliamentary delegations
in the future.

Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq receiving
Ambassador of Romania Dan Stoenescu at Parliament House. —APP Photo

Suthra Punjab Incharge expresses
satisfaction on cleanliness

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Incharge of the 'Suthra
Punjab' Programme Asim
Mehmood on Monday
expressed satisfaction over
the cleanliness in the
Rawalpindi city and the
positive public feedback in
this regard.

He was on a visit to the
city on the special directives
of Punjab Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
Sharif to have a first-hand
account of the cleanliness
situation there, an RWMC
news release said.

Flanked by Rawalpindi
Waste Management
Company (RWMC) Chief
Executive Officer Rana
Sajid Safdar and other sen-
ior officers, and Assistant
Commissioner Eman Zafar,
Asim Mahmood took round
of various areas including
Murree Road, Committee

Chowk, Liaquat Road,
Gawalmandi Bridge,
Fawara  Chowk, Raja

Bazaar, Mochi Bazaar, Bani
Chowk and others to inspect
the cleanliness situation.

During the visit, he inter-
acted with the public to get
their feedback about the
cleanliness, especially in the
wake of Eidul Azha. The city
residents appreciated the
improved cleanliness
arrangements made by the
RWMC and termed the
'Suthra Punjab' Programme a
positive and effective initia-
tive of the Punjab
Government. The praised the
RWMC particularly for the
timely and efficient disposal
of animal waste and remains
during the Eidul Azha days.
Commending the perform-
ance of RWMC’s sanitation
staff, Asim Mahmood urged
the public to play a positive
role and help the authorities
in ensuring a clean and
healthy environment.

“Maintaining cleanliness
is not the responsibility of
government or institutions
only but a collective duty of
all citizens also,” he said.
Asim Mehmood also met
the representatives of
traders community and
urged them to fully cooper-

ate with RWMC staff in
order to further improve the
cleanliness system. He
observed that the RWMC
was implementing a com-
prehensive cleanliness plan
aimed at providing a clean,
green, and pleasant envi-
ronment in the city. He
emphasized that garbage
bins should be installed
outside shops so that the
waste generated from com-
mercial activities could be
collected in an organized
manner instead of being
dumped on streets, roads or
open spaces around mar-
kets. The RWMC staff, he
said, would clean those
garbage bins during the
second shift, which would
further improve the overall
cleanliness of the city.

The traders also
acknowledged the improve-
ment in the cleanliness of
the city and markets. The
RWMC workers cleaned
the markets in two shifts,
which had significantly
improved the standard of
cleanliness, the added.

ICT admin conducts
anti-encroachments operation

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) adminis-
tration has carried out an
anti-encroachment opera-
tion in Blue Area where
vendors had occupied pub-
lic space outside electron-
ics market and authorities
cleared the footpaths and
arrested 12 violators.

The spokesman of ICT
administration said in an
operation led by Assistant
Commissioner City, sever-
al encroachments set up on
footpaths in Blue Area’s
electronics market, were
removed.

According to the district
administration teams, ven-
dors had extended their
shops illegally onto the
pedestrian walkway, affect-
ing public movement.

During the operation,
12 shopkeepers were taken
into custody for violating
public space regulations.
These individuals were
shifted to the local police
station for further legal
proceedings. The action
was part of ongoing efforts

to reclaim public space
and ensure compliance
with municipal rules.

The Assistant
Commissioner, along with
enforcement teams, moni-
tored the entire operation.
Staff ensured that shop
extensions, display racks,
and stalls set up outside
the allotted shop areas
were dismantled. Items,
placed unlawfully on the
footpaths, were seized and
shifted to storage by the
enforcement team.

The officials stated
that the operation was
launched after multiple
public complaints about
the blocked walkways
and increased congestion
in the area. The district
administration empha-
sized that commercial
activities must remain
within approved premises
to avoid inconvenience to
the public.

According to the ICT
administration, shopkeep-
ers had previously been
warned against encroach-
ment. Notices had also

been issued, but non-com-
pliance led to the enforce-
ment action. The adminis-
tration made it clear that
similar operations would
continue across the city,
especially in commercial
areas, where public access
is being disrupted.

The administration also
urged traders to cooperate
and follow the official
guidelines.  Authorities
stated that the aim is to
keep markets accessible
and organized for both
businesses and visitors.

The district adminis-
tration has reiterated its
commitment to reclaim
public areas and warned
shopkeepers against any
future encroachment.
Officials confirmed that
violators may face fines,
arrest, and legal proceed-
ings if they continue to
occupy footpaths.

More operations are
expected in other commer-
cial zones of the city as
part of the broader initia-
tive to ensure lawful use of
public spaces.




(Bid to smuggle of drugs foiled )

HERAT CITY (Pajhwok): The smuggling of
more than 250 kilograms of drugs to Iran has
been prevented in Herat on Monday. Police
spokesman Ghulam Nabi Nabizada said anti-
narcotics department personnel foiled the bid
to smuggle the drugs to Iran. He said the drugs
included over 163kgs of crystal, 42 kilograms
of opium, and 70 kilograms of heroin. The
drugs were seized at Islam Qala port based on
an intelligence report, but no one has been
arrested in connection with this case.
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( Kazakhstan appoints envoy\

KABUL (Pajhwok): Kazakhstan has named
Yerkin Tukumov as the country’s special
representative for Afghanistan on Monday.
Tukumov was appointed to the position by
the President of Kazakhstan. Tukumov pre-
viously served as the head of Kazakhstan’s
Centre for Strategic Studies. In March this
year, while serving in that role, he visited
Kabul. Since 2022, he has been leading the
Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies
\under the Office of the President.

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

AIIU expansion:

Land to be allocated
in new Kabul city

KABUL (Pajhwok): As
many as 500 acres of land
will be allocated to the Af-
ghan International Islamic
University (AIIU) in new
Kabul city to support the ca-
mpus’s expansion, the Mi-
nistry of Urban Developme-
nt and Housing (MoUDH)
announced on Monday.

The decision was made
during a meeting chaired by
Acting Minister Sheikh
Hamdullah Nomani and
also attended by representa-
tives from the ministries of
Higher Education, Agricu-
Iture, Irrigation and Lives-
tock, Finance, Information
and Culture, Energy and
Water, as well as the Nat-

ional Environmental Prot-
ection Authority, MoUDH
said in a statement.

Nomani said the meeting
was convened to implement
a directive from the leader-
ship of the Islamic Emirate,
under which the land was to
be granted for the universi-
ty’s expansion.

He added: “In accor-
dance with the order of the
Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA), and to
ensure the sound upbring-
ing and bright future of the
Islamic generation, it is
essential to allocate this
land for the university’s
expansion under the New

Kabul City scheme.”

The statement added
that if the full area could
not be provided in a sin-
gle location, the land may
be allocated in multiple
locations.

According to the min-
istry, the university com-
plex in New Kabul City
would include buildings for
various faculties, laborato-
ries, research centres,
libraries, residences for lec-
turers, dormitories for stu-
dents, conference halls,
guesthouses, sports facili-
ties, service and transport
areas, green spaces, water
reservoirs and other essen-
tial infrastructure.

Markets unregulated

being assesse

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
Ministry of Urban Deve-
lopment and Housing has
announced that it has rev-
iewed 281 markets across
the country that are unregu-
lated and those that were
formed without planning.

The ministry stated that,
in an effort to promote
organized growth and bal-
anced development in
Afghan cities, it has evalu-
ated 281 non-standard mar-
kets to date.

According to the min-
istry’s spokesperson, once
the assessment of all unreg-
ulated markets is complete,
plans will be developed to
standardize them and
ensure they meet the needs
of the population.

Kamaluddin Afghan, the

ministry’s spokesperson,
explained: “We are assess-

ing non-standard and
unplanned markets
throughout the country,

including in districts and
remote areas, to determine
whether the existing mar-
kets can meet the needs of
the people. So far, we have
successfully evaluated 281
markets.”

Residents of Kabul have
welcomed this initiative,
saying that the develop-
ment and standardization of
local markets will improve
urban order and enhance
public convenience.

Imam Ali, a Kabul resi-
dent, told TOLOnews:
“The more small markets
expand and commerce
increases, the more conven-

>

ience there will be, and
people will be able to meet
their daily needs more easi-
ly.”

Another resident, Sahel,
said: “Expanding and stan-
dardizing small markets
plays a key role in improv-
ing employment, creating
job opportunities for the
unemployed, and providing
a more organized work
environment.”

Previously, the ministry
also reported that it
assessed 106 unplanned
markets in various districts
over the past eight months.

These efforts are con-
sidered crucial for foster-
ing organized urban
growth and creating a stan-
dardized environment for
commerce.

Iran-Israel conflict

Afghan airspace sees
surge 1n overtlights

KABUL (Ariana News):
Officials from Afghanis-
tan’s Ministry of Transport
and Aviation say that over-
flights through the coun-
try’s airspace have incre-
ased following the outbreak
of conflict between Iran and
Israel. They emphasize that
Afghan airspace is secure,
and airlines can safely use
this route for their flights.
“Afghan airspace is
completely safe for civilian
flights. The number of
overflights fluctuates at
times, but currently, we are
witnessing an increase. The

Ministry provides the nec-
essary services for over-
flights at airports,” Hekm-
atullah Asifi, spokesperson
for the Ministry of Tran-
sport and Civil Aviation,
stated. Some private sector
members believe that this
rise in overflights could be
a good source of revenue
for Afghanistan.

Investor Asadullah
Asadi said, “With the out-
break of the Iran-Israel war,
Afghanistan acts as a safe
route for flights, which is a
good opportunity for earn-
ing income. Most aircraft

passing through Afghan air-
space are passenger and
cargo planes, and transit
fees range from $700 to
$850 per flight.”

Experts also emphasize
that the Islamic Emirate
should strive to increase the
number of overflights
through Afghan airspace to
boost revenues from this
sector. It is reported that
approximately 300 over-
flights occur daily through
Afghan airspace, and this
number is expected to rise
if the Middle East crisis
intensifies.

Reconstruction
of 8 school
buildings
underway

HERAT (BNA): The
Reconstruction work on
eight school buildings in
Guzara and Zir Koh dis-
tricts has commenced, with
a budget exceeding 4 mil-
lion Afghanis, officials said
Sunday.

Mawlawi Rahmatullah
Jabar, Head of the Herat
Education Department, told
Bakhtar News Agency that
the project, funded by a
partner organization, will
cost approximately 4.48
million Afghanis. on com-
pletion, these facilities will
provide thousands of stu-
dents in the region with a
more conducive learning
environment.

Since  the  Islamic
Emirate’s return to power,
hundreds of school and
religious education build-
ings have been constructed
nationwide.

IEA to facilitate
transfer of
Iranian pilgrims

KABUL (Ariana News):
Amir Khan  Muttaqi,
Acting Foreign Minister of
the Islamic Emirate of Afg-
hanistan (IEA), in a tele-
phone conversation with
Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi
expressed Kabul’s readi-
ness to cooperate in the
safe transfer of remaining
Iranian pilgrims from
Saudi Arabia via Afghan
territory.

The call came amid
escalating tensions and
conflict between Iran and
Israel.

During the conversation,
Muttaqi  strongly con-
demned Israel’s airstrikes
on Iranian territory, calling
them a blatant violation of
international law and reaf-
firmed the Islamic

Emirate’s solidarity with
the Iranian people, accord-
ing to a statement released
by Afghanistan’s Foreign

Ministry.
In response, Araghchi
thanked  the  Islamic

Emirate for its firm stance
in condemning the Israeli
attacks and welcomed
Kabul’s offer to facilitate
the transfer of Iranian pil-
grims. He also described
Afghanistan as a friendly
and empathic neighbor of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Earlier, Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman bin
Abdulaziz ordered authori-
ties to provide comprehen-
sive support and services to
all Iranian pilgrims strand-
ed in the kingdom due to
regional unrest.

Ex-secretary
gunned
down in
Faryab

MAIMANA (Pajhwok): A
former secretary of the
provincial  council in
northern Faryab province
and Almar District Chief
in the previous govern-
ment has been killed by
unknown gunmen, an offi-
cial said on Monday.

Provincial media official
Maulvi Abdullah Muradi
told Pajhwok Afghan News
Mohammad Saleh, known
as “Secretary Saleh”, was
gunned down in Al-Malik
area shortly after 7pm yes-
terday while he was travel-
ing from Maimana city to
Almar district. He died
after being transferred to
Maimana Hospital.

He said the attackers fled
from the scene taking
advantage of darkness and
have not yet been identified.

According to Muradi,
security  forces  have
launched an investigation
and are trying to identify
the attackers.

A tribal elder, who did
not want to be named, told
Pajhwok that Mohammad
Saleh was targeted by two
gunmen on a motorcycle.

Harassment,
creaning issues
on social media
criminalized
KABUL (Pajhwok): The
Ministry of Propagation of
Virtue says causing prob-
lems and harassing people
on social media is a legal cr-
ime and those who commit
it will be dealt with legally.

On its X platform, The
Ministry of Propagation of
Virtue, Prevention of Vice
and Hearing Complaints
(MoPVPE) wrote social
media is for reliable infor-
mation, education, busi-
ness and public awareness,
and these goals should be
pursued.

“Threatening, insulting,
causing problems and
harassment to  people
through anonymous or pri-
vate addresses on social
media is a crime under law
and is subject to prosecu-
tion and legal action by
MoPVPE”: it added.

The ministry expressed
its hope that no one would
misuse social media.

2 children
hurt in mortar
shell blast

ASADABAD (Pajhwok):
Two children injured in a
mortar shell explosion in
eastern Kunar province, an
official said on Monday.

Police spokesman Fari-
dullah Dehgan told
Pajhwok that the children
were herding livestock
when the shell exploded in
the Dosaraka area of
Sarkano district on Sunday.

The injured were taken
to Kunar Civil Hospital for
treatment.

This incident follows a
similar blast on Sunday in
the Kama district of neigh-
boring Nangarhar province,
where a 16-year-old boy
was killed and his brother
and sister were injured when
a mortar shell exploded.

Mass wedding
ceremony for
16 couples held

BAMYAN (BNA): A mass
wedding ceremony for 16
young couples took place
in Bamyan, organized by a
group of philanthropists in
collaboration with the Im-
am Sadiq (A.S.) seminary.
The event aimed to alle-
viate the financial burden
on families, allowing those
who cannot afford tradi-
tional weddings to partici-
pate. Religious scholar
Mohammad Ali Ahmadi
emphasized the signifi-
cance of marriage as a
Quranic commandment,
urging society to prioritize
this essential institution.
Hojjat-ul-Islam Nema-
tullah Sadeqi, a preacher at
the Imam Sadiq seminary,
praised the event as a means
to foster community solidar-
ity and promote the culture
of Islamic marriages. Tahir,
a relative of one of the
grooms, expressed his joy,
noting that his nephew had
long struggled to afford a
wedding ceremony.

CEO stresses expansion

of power networks

KABUL (BNA): The Chief
Executive Officer of Da
Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat (DABS), in a meet-
ing with the district gover-
nor and tribal elders of
Charkh District in Logar
Province, stated that the
process of balanced and
ongoing development of
power networks across the

country continues, and that

the planned expansion of
these networks to remote
areas is a priority.

According to a press
release issued today by
Breshna Company, Dr.
Abdul Bari Omar, CEO of
Da Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat, met in his office
with the district governor
and tribal elders of Charkh
District, Logar Province to
discuss the development of
the power network.

The tribal elders of

Charkh praised the recent
and ongoing efforts of the
leadership of DABS in
electricity production and
the balanced expansion of
the power grid. They
called for the extension of

the power network to their
district.

Dr. Abdul Bari Omar
reassured the elders that the
fair and balanced develop-
ment of power networks
across the country is con-

-
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tinuing. He emphasized
that the planned expansion
to remote areas is a top pri-
ority and, once implement-
ed, will provide electricity
to hundreds of thousands of
citizens.

Khost students study beside
cemetery and unsheltered

KHOST CITY (Pajhwok):
In the Sabari-Yaqubi dis-
trict of southeastern Khost
province, students of a high
school named Khalbisat are
forced to attend classes
beside a cemetery due to
the lack of a proper school
building.

Carrying their books in
bags slung over their shoul-
ders, the students walk
early each morning to the
graveyard their
makeshift classroom under
the open sky, with no shel-
ter, desks, or chairs.

Despite the lack of basic
educational facilities, these
students remain committed
to their studies. They say
they are exposed to the
scorching sun and rain, and
have no proper classroom
equipment.

Students study under
scorching sun

Bakhtullah Jan, an 11th-
grade student who keeps
his books in a gray plastic
bag, told Pajhwok:

“Whenever there’s a funer-
al, school is dismissed. The
students scatter, teachers
leave, and we go home.
This place is not meant for
learning or building a
future.”

He added that, besides
physical discomfort, stu-
dents face significant psy-
chological stress: “The
place where we study is
completely unsuitable. We
call on the government to
build us a proper school.”

Bilal Masoom, another
student, shared similar con-
cerns. He said the current
environment is not con-
ducive to learning and
urged the government to
provide proper shelters for
schools like theirs.

“Our school is sur-
rounded by a cemetery on
one side. When it rains or
the heat becomes unbear-
able, we can’t continue
classes because there’s no
building.”

Ghafoorullah Elham, a

12th-grade student, said
he has spent the past 12
years studying at the
school without any form
of shelter.

Although he is about to
graduate, he emphasized
that younger students
deserve better facilities:
“Many students faint from
the heat. This is a tribal
cemetery, and funerals are
held here once or twice a
month, which leads to
school closures. Classes are
also canceled when it rains
or the wind is too strong.”

School without build-
ing for years

Mohammad  Hussain
Wesal, the school principal,
said the school has operated
without a building for
around 20 years.

According to him, 18
teachers educate 1,075 stu-
dents in extremely difficult
conditions.

“I’ve seen many schools
lacking shelter where stu-
dents study under the sun.

During rain or wind, class-
es are canceled. You’'ve
seen for yourself how tough
it is for these students,” he
told Pajhwok.

119 Khost schools lack
buildings

Officials from the Khost
Provincial Education
Department acknowledged
that 119 schools across the
province still have no
buildings.

Khairullah Khairkhwa,
Deputy Director of the
Khost Education
Department said, “The
department oversees 372
schools. Of these, 119 — a
legacy from the previous
government — are still
without shelter. The leader-
ship of the Islamic Emirate
is working to secure fund-
ing to construct buildings
for them.”

According to the depart-
ment, about 300,000 stu-
dents are currently enrolled
in  schools throughout
Khost province.

UN rights chief: Women removed

from public life in Afghanistan

KABUL (Khaama Press):
The UN Human Rights
Chief warned that women
in Afghanistan have been
systematically  removed
from public life, facing
severe restrictions and dis-
crimination.

Volker Tiirk, UN High |

Commissioner for Human
Rights, warned about the
deteriorating condition of
Afghan women during the
59th session of the UN
Human Rights Council.

Speaking on Monday,
June 16, Tiirk stated that
women and girls in
Afghanistan have been
“erased from public life”
under the current authori-
ties, raising global concern.

He further emphasized
that LGBTQ+ individuals
and people with disabilities
also face grave threats in
Afghanistan, calling for
greater international atten-
tion to their protection and
rights.

Tiirk also expressed con-
cern over shrinking interna-
tional support, noting that
some countries have reduced
humanitarian funding for

Afghan women at a time of
growing vulnerability.

Richard Bennett, UN
Special Rapporteur for
Afghanistan, presented his
latest report focusing on
access to justice and protec-
tions for Afghan women
and girls under Taliban
rule.

Bennett reiterated that
the situation for Afghan

3

women has worsened and
urged the creation of a new,
independent accountability
mechanism to address ong-
oing human rights abuses.
The UN  officials’
remarks come amid contin-
ued global alarm over sys-
tematic gender apartheid in
Afghanistan, where women
face bans on education,
work, and free movement.

800 Afghan families
deported in past week

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Over the past week,
Pakistan forcibly repatriat-
ed around 770 Afghan fam-
ilies through the Torkham
crossing.

According to  the
Nangarhar Directorate of
Refugees and Repatriation,
approximately 770 families
were deported via Torkham
last week. These families
received initial assistance
and were then transported
to their respective
provinces.

Baz Mohammad Abdul
Rahman, head of the
Nangarhar Refugees and
Repatriation Department,
stated: “Among them were
338 families with PoR
(Proof of Registration)

cards, comprising 1,905
individuals, and 491 undoc-
umented families, totaling

2,279 individuals.”
Fifty-year-old Firdaws is
one of those recently

deported by Pakistani
police. He says all his
belongings  were left
behind.

He explained: “When
the situation worsened, we
had to flee. We left behind a
fully furnished house and
crops ready for harvest.
Someone gave me 15,000
rupees for transportation
out of goodwill.”

Like Firdaws, many
other recently deported
Afghans shared their eye-
witness accounts of the
mistreatment they faced in

Pakistan.

Another deportee,
Habibullah, said: “We suf-
fered significant losses.
Some lost as much as one
million rupees. We left
behind fresh fruits, push-
carts, and even tractors.”

Rahman Gul, who was
also deported, stated: “We
were expelled in a terrible
situation. They didn’t even
let us explain ourselves. I
lost my harvest, and I did-
n’t have money for the
fare — someone else paid
it for me.”

On Friday, June 14 (24th
of Jawza), Pakistani author-
ities handed over 125
Afghan prisoners to Afghan
officials at the Torkham
crossing.

With little accountability

in place, human rights
experts argue that without
strong international mecha-
nisms and consistent pres-
sure, the situation is likely
to deteriorate further for
women in Afghanistan.

3 killed,
11 injured
in traffic

accidents

GHAZNI CITY (Pajhwok):
Three individuals were
killed and 11 others injured
in two separate traffic acci-
dents in the Aab Band and
Gelan districts of southern
Ghazni province.

According to a statement
from the provincial police
headquarters, the first acci-
dent occurred in the Spin
Band area along the Kabul-
Kandahar highway, involv-
ing a collision between a
tanker, a passenger vehicle,
and a rickshaw.

Two people were killed
and nine others injured in
the incident.

In a separate accident on
the same highway in the
Gelan district, a Corolla-
type vehicle veered off the
road and overturned, with
one individual lost his live
and two others injured.
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ISLAMABAD Prime Mzmster Shehbaz Sharlf in a group photo durmg soft lau;zch of Pakistan
International Maritime Expo and Conference.

Soft launch of second edition
of Pakistan int’l maritime expo

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Soft launch of 2nd
edition of Pakistan International
& Conference
(PIMEC) was held at Islamabad.
Prime Minister of Islamic Republic
of Pakistan Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif was the Chief Guest on the
occasion. Upon arrival, Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf
received the Chief Guest. PIMEC-
2025 is scheduled to be held from 3-
6 November 2025 at Karachi Expo

Maritime Expo

Centre.

While addressing at the ceremony,
the Chief Guest appreciated Pakistan
Navy for taking initiative to exhibit
potential of Pakistan's maritime sec-
tor through PIMEC. He said that
Pakistan offers enormous opportuni-
ties for profitable investments, joint
ventures and trade in the maritime
sector. He highlighted that oceans
bring the nations closer and therefore,
there is a need to make them a safer
place through collaborative efforts of

all

well.

stakeholders.
responsible state,
playing its role for international
peace, stability and order, and this
transcends to the maritime domain as
He also acknowledged the
efforts of Pakistan Navy for being at
its best both when it comes to defend-
ing our sea frontiers as witnessed in
MARKA-E-HAQ and promoting
Pakistan's maritime interests.

He underscored that Pakistan is
blessed with a maritime potential that
can contribute hugely to the national
economy. Development of efficient
ship-breaking industry, trans-ship-
ment ports, fisheries industry, coastal
tourism, water sports and aqua cul-
ture are few of the areas which
deserve special focus.
Minister emphasized on the integra-
tion of public-private partnership
amongst maritime industry to achieve
optimum results. He further added
that the potential of academic and
R&D organizations must be incorpo-

Pakistan, as a
is committed to

PIMEC

The Prime

rated for enhancing efficiency and
productivity of our maritime sector.
He assured that the government will
continue to create a business and
investment friendly environment. The
Chief Guest hoped that avenues gen-
erated through PIMEC will grow and
bring Pakistan closer to the cherished
goals of realizing regional peace and
shared prosperity through collabora-
tive efforts.

Earlier, Minister for Maritime
Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar
expressed his sincere gratitude to
the Chief Guest, Chief of the Naval
Staff and all worthy guests for grac-
ing this event. He emphasized that

is a flagship event of

Pakistan which will open avenues
for demonstrating latest technology
of national and international mar-
itime industry. The soft launch was
attended by Federal

Senior Armed Forces
Ambassadors,
guests from all walks of life.

Ministers,
Officers,
and distinguished

Israel-Iran ten-
sions trigger
fuel crisis in
Balochistan

QUETTA: As hostilities
between Iran and Israel
intensify, their ripple effects
are increasingly evident in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
province, where a growing
fuel shortage is disrupting
daily life on a large scale.

According to the reports,
from Quetta to remote dis-
tricts like Turbat, Gwadar,
Panjgur, and Chagai, fuel
pumps are closing down,
transport is being halted, and
panic is rising due to the col-
lapsing supply chain. In
Quetta alone, more than 70%
of filling stations have shut,
while the few still opera-
tional are overwhelmed with
long lines of desperate cus-
tomers. Officials fear a com-
plete halt of petrol sales in
the provincial capital within
a day if the situation persists.

The crisis, however, is not
limited to Quetta. Fuel short-
ages are worsening across
Makran and Chagai divi-
sions as well. The provincial
administration has indefi-
nitely sealed all border cross-
ings with Iran — the primary
source of Balochistan’s fuel
— citing increased security
threats in the region. The
shutdown includes key
points in Mashkel, Turbat,
and Gwadar, where trade
routes and fuel pipelines
from Iran once sustained
local demand. In Chagai, the
closure of the Mashkel bor-
der — a major hub for fuel
trade — has halted supply
and impacted nearby towns
and rural areas.

In Gwadar, local authori-
ties confirmed the suspen-
sion of both fuel transport
and civilian movement at the
Gabad-Kalatuk  corridor.
Panjgur officials similarly
enforced a full stop on foot
traffic  and  petroleum
imports from across the bor-
der. “These steps are essen-
tial for maintaining regional
stability in view of current
global tensions,” the Panjgur
administration said in a pub-
lic statement.

The crisis had already
been escalating prior to the
border closure. In Quetta,
mini-fuel stations selling
Iranian petrol had been shut
for two weeks following an
intensified crackdown by
authorities. In Chagai’s bor-
der belt, residents report
being stranded as trade and
transport systems collapse.
Despite visible signs of cri-
sis, the Balochistan govern-
ment downplayed the situa-
tion. Provincial spokesper-
son Shahid Rind dismissed
reports of a widespread
emergency, blaming “fuel
smugglers” for spreading
misinformation.

“These shortages are arti-
ficially created to pressure
the government into lifting
the ban on illicit Iranian
fuel,” he said. He also linked
the smuggled fuel trade to
multiple fire incidents across
Quetta in recent weeks. Rind
warned of legal action
against any station hoarding
fuel or refusing customers,
insisting that only registered
pumps supplying legal fuel
would be allowed to operate.
— Agencies

SBP keeps policy rate
unchanged at 11 per cent

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The State
Bank of Pakistan on
Monday decided to keep
the policy rate unchanged
in the final meeting of the
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) for the
fiscal year 2025. The cur-
rent policy rate of the State
Bank stands at 11%.

The important meeting,
chaired by the Governor of
the State Bank took place at
the State Bank, where eco-
nomic indicators were
reviewed, followed by the
announcement of the new
policy rate. It is worth not-
ing that the State Bank has
been reducing the interest
rate since June 2024, with a
total cut of 11 percentage
points across eight meet-
ings held since then.

Meanwhile, the business
community had demanded
that the interest rate be
brought down to single dig-
its. “Going forward, infla-
tion is expected to trend up

and stabilise in the target
range during FY26,” the
statement said. The MPC
also noted that economic
growth is gradually recov-
ering and is expected to
gain further momentum
next year, driven by the
lagged impact of earlier
policy rate cuts.

“At the same time, the
Committee noted some
potential risks to the external
sector amidst the sustained
widening in the trade deficit
and weak financial inflows.
"Moreover, some of the pro-
posed FY26 budgetary
measures may further widen
the trade deficit by increas-
ing imports. In this regard,
the Committee deemed
today’s decision appropriate
to sustain the macroeconom-
ic and price stability,”
according to the statement.

“First, the real GDP
growth for FY25 is provi-
sionally reported at 2.7%,
and the government is tar-
geting a higher growth of
42% for next year.

“Second, despite a substan-
tial widening in the trade
deficit, the current account
remained broadly balanced
in April.

“Third, the revised budg-
et estimates indicate the pri-
mary balance surplus at
2.2% of GDP in FY25, up
from 0.9% last year. For
next year, the government is
targeting a higher primary
surplus of 2.4% of GDP.
“Lastly, global oil prices
have rebounded sharply,
reflecting the evolving
geopolitical situation in the
Middle East and some ease
in US-China trade ten-
sions,” read the statement.

“Furthermore, the
Committee emphasised the
timely realisation of planned
foreign inflows, achievement
of the targeted fiscal consoli-
dation and the implementa-
tion of structural reforms as
essential to maintain macro-
economic  stability and
achieve sustainable econom-
ic growth,” the statement
concluded.

Solitary confinement
can’t silence Imran: Saif

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Barrister Dr.
Saif, Advisor to the Chief
Minister of  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Infor-
mation and Public
Relations, stated that the
fake federal government
couldn't break Imran Khan
by keeping him in solitary
confinement. He termed
this another failed attempt
by an illegitimate regime.
He said that through the
26th Constitutional
Amendment, the judiciary
has been paralyzed. Despite
court orders, neither Imran
Khan’s family members nor
party leaders are being
allowed to meet him. Dr.
Saif said the 26th
Amendment has caused
irreparable damage to the

country.

He further stated that the
fake government had shack-
led the justice system with
the chains of the 26th
Amendment and has com-
promised the judicial
process for temporary polit-
ical gains. Imran Khan,
along with all PTI leaders,
are prisoners of conscience.
The fake regime cannot
harm Imran Khan, but it has
certainly pushed the coun-
try to the brink of disaster.

Dr. Saif emphasized that
Imran Khan would fight for
the true freedom of the
nation until his last drop of
blood. Unlike Nawaz
Sharif and Asif Zardari, he
will never seek a deal or
flee the country. He added
that fake cases had been
fabricated against Imran

Khan by the federal gov-
ernment, which fails to
prove them in court, lead-
ing to repeated adjourn-
ments.

He said that no matter
what this fake government
did, it cannot remove
Imran Khan from the
hearts of the people he
lives in their hearts. "Imran
Khan is enduring imprison-
ment for the sake of his
nation's freedom. If he only
cared about his own well-
being, he would have long
ago left the country like
Zardari and Nawaz Sharif".
He added. Dr. Saif con-
cluded by saying that
Imran Khan was the last
hope for the youth, and the
day was not far when he
and all PTT leaders will be
honorably vindicated.

Punjab unveils
Rs5.3tr budget 2025-26

F.P. Report

LAHORE: Punjab Finance
Minister Mian Mujtaba
Shuja-ur-Rehman present-
ed the provincial budget for
the fiscal year 2025-26 dur-
ing the Punjab Assembly
session on Monday amid
strong protest led by
Opposition benches mem-
bers.

In his address, he com-
bined a strong nationalistic
tone with a review of the
government’s development
initiatives and future goals.
Out of this total, Rs 2,706.5
billion have been allocated
for non-development exp-
enditures, which include
salaries, pensions, and serv-
ice-related expenses.

The minister noted that
only a 6% increase has

been made in overall
expenditures compared to
the previous fiscal year,
reflecting the government’s
efforts to maintain fiscal
discipline. He said Punjab
government is presenting a
record-breaking develop-
ment budget, with Rs 1,240
billion proposed for devel-
opment projects across var-
ious sectors.

Highlighting key educa-
tion and welfare initiatives,
he stated that over 50,000
students have been provid-
ed with laptops so far under
the government's youth
empowerment — program.
Additionally, he shared that
with an investment of
Rs3.5 billion, more than
400,000 children in over
3,500 public schools are
now being provided with

milk to ensure better nutri-
tion and health for students
across  the  province.
Punjab's Finance Minister
announced that a total of
Rs148 billion has been allo-
cated under the develop-
ment head for the education
sector in the 2025-26
provincial budget.

The government plans to
launch new educational
projects while continuing
work on ongoing initia-
tives. In a major boost for
students, Rs 15 billion has
been earmarked for schol-
arships for high-achieving
students. The minister also
highlighted the continua-
tion of the Undergraduate
Scholarship  Programme
worth Rs 5.9 billion, which
supports deserving univer-
sity students.

PTI urges PPP
to boycott
federal budget

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: In a strate-
gic move to block the
approval of the upcoming
federal budget, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
formally proposed to the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) that it abstain from
participating in the budget
vote.

Senior PTI leader Asad
Qaiser held an important
meeting with senior PPP
leader Raja Pervez Ashraf
at the Parliament House,
during which the possibili-
ty of a joint opposition
strategy was discussed.
According to sources, dur-
ing the meeting, Qaiser
referred to PPP’s recent
statements and said that if
the PPP is truly serious
about boycotting the budg-
et, then PTI is willing to
support such a move.

He emphasised that
unity among opposition
parties on a national issue
like the budget could
increase pressure on the
government. On this occa-
sion, Ashraf assured Qaiser
that he would present PTI’s
proposal to the party lead-
ership, including Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. He
mentioned that Bilawal
would be coming to
Parliament today, and the
matter would be discussed
with him.

This meeting took place
at a time when debate on
the federal budget is ongo-
ing in the National
Assembly, and criticism
from various opposition
parties is intensifying.
While PPP’s final stance on
the budget is yet to be
announced, PTI’s proposal
has stirred considerable
discussion in political cir-
cles.

TIAEA warns
Israel-Iran

conflict

VIENNA: The head of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA),
Rafael Grossi, has warned
that escalating hostilities
between Israel and Iran,
now in a fourth day, pose
grave dangers to diplomacy
and nuclear safety and has
urged all parties to exercise
maximum restraint.

Speaking at an emer-
gency session of the United
Nations nuclear watchdog’s
Board of Governors on
Monday in Vienna, Director
General Grossi stressed that
the region is at a critical
juncture. “Military escala-
tion threatens lives, increas-
es the chance of a radiologi-
cal release with serious con-
sequences for people and
the environment, and delays
indispensable work towards
a diplomatic solution for the
long-term assurance that
Iran does not acquire a
nuclear weapon,” Grossi
said.

The TAEA  chief’s
remarks came amid grow-
ing concern that the conflict
could permanently damage
efforts to revive nuclear
talks with Tehran, already
strained by years of mistrust
and United States President
Donald Trump’s torpedoing
of the 2015 nuclear accord
brokered by world powers
with Iran. Grossi also deliv-
ered a technical update on
the status of Iranian nuclear
facilities after Israeli bom-
bardments.

Natanz, Iran’s main ura-
nium enrichment plant, was
among the sites hit on
Friday. While its under-
ground section was spared a
direct strike, Grossi warned
that vital equipment may
have been damaged due to a
power outage triggered by
the attack. He noted that
radiation levels outside the
facility remained normal
and, critically, there was no
evidence of contamination
spreading beyond the site.

“The level of radioactivi-
ty outside the Natanz site
has remained unchanged
and at normal levels, indi-
cating no external radiologi-
cal impact to the population
or the environment from
this event,” he said. In addi-
tion to Natanz, four nuclear
installations in Isfahan
province were also dam-
aged. However, the Fordow
enrichment site, the
Bushehr nuclear power
plant and a reactor still
under construction appeared
unaffected.

IAEA personnel remain
on the ground in Iran and
are ready to resume full
monitoring once the securi-
ty situation allows, Grossi
said. Meanwhile, Iran’s
government is facing pres-
sure at home to take a hard-
er line. A bill reportedly
being prepared in parlia-
ment could pave the way for
Iran to exit the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, a move
that would deal a severe
blow to global nonprolifera-
tion efforts. — Aljazeera

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Leader of the Opposition in
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, Dr.
Ibadullah Khan here Monday said that this
is the 12th budget of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) provincial governments, but
he believes this will be their last.

He said PTI came to power 13 years
ago, promising a better education system,
healthcare, social justice, and housing for
the people, but once in power, it reneged on
every single promise of its manifesto.
Speaking at the start of the general debate
on the 2025-26 budget in the KP Assembly
on Monday, he said the provincial govern-
ment has once again claimed to present a
surplus budget, just like it did last year. “If
last year's budget was really surplus, then
why was there a need for a supplementary

budget today?”

He added that the KP government is
heavily dependent on funds from the feder-
al government, with only 7% of its total
budget coming from its own resources and
93% from federal funds. “So how can they
claim to have a surplus budget?” Dr.
Ibadullah pointed out that in 2013, the
provincial budget was Rs 319 billion,
whereas today it is being shown as Rs 1.6
trillion. “If this large amount was truly
spent on development, then where exactly
was it spent?” He said current expenditures
are at 12%, but growth is only at 1%. In
2013, the province had a debt of PKR 150
billion; today, it exceeds Rs800 billion.

He remarked that while PTI paints a pic-
ture of KP as paradise on social media, in
reality, the province has been turned into
ruins. “Your leader used to say he’d prefer
suicide over taking loans, but in practice,
no one has been spared.” He reminded the
government that the people of KP brought
them to power three times. He criticized
the Chief Minister’s recent claim about
digging a tunnel to Adiala Jail for Imran
Khan's release, saying, “You don't even
have the money to build that tunnel.”

He continued, “On one hand, you cry
that the federation isn’t giving you funds,
and on the other, your Chief Minister
claims to be in a position to lend money to
the federation.” He challenged the govern-
asking how many times
Provincial Finance Commission has been
convened, questioning their ability to uti-
lize even the allocated funds for the Annual
Development Program. “You’ve financial-
ly weakened this province to the lowest
level, yet can’t present even a single mega

ment,

project.”

He highlighted that the Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) project remains incomplete
for years, and the Swat Motorway, built on
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PTI1 govt turned
KP into ruins: Ibad

a BOT (Build-Operate-Transfer) basis,
does not contribute a single rupee of rev-

district.

enue to the provincial treasury. He also
mentioned corruption scandals emerging
from various districts, including the theft
of Rs 40 billion from a government
account in the underdeveloped Kohistan

Thousands of schools in the province
lack basic facilities, and the health sector is
being run by someone who resides in the
United States. He emphasized the need for
a fair system to distribute development
funds, especially to uplift the least devel-
oped districts.

Meanwhile,
Babar Saleem Swati ruled that after
amendments in the rules, there is no restric-
tion on Advisor on Finance Muzzammil
Aslam sitting in the assembly. Seats have

KP Assembly Speaker

already been allocated for advisors. The

Previously,

the

Law Minister has been instructed to inform
Muzzammil Aslam so he can attend the
session and answer members' questions.
Opposition
Ibadullah had stated that the person who
prepared the budget should be present in
the house to hear and respond to queries.
Law Minister Aftab Alam had merely pre-
sented the budget in the assembly.

Opposition
accused the provincial government and
Finance Advisor of repeatedly misrepre-
senting facts. He said the federal govern-
ment has already allocated Rs 538 billion
for KP’s development projects under the
Public Sector Development
(PSDP), while the advisor falsely claims
only Rs 550 million were allocated.
Speaking during the general debate on the
2025-26 budget in the KP Assembly, PTI's
Munir Hussain Laghmani said the provin-
cial government has presented a balanced
budget despite facing tough conditions.

He praised the government for present-
ing a tax-free budget as a service to the
people. He pointed out the shortage of
teachers in schools in the Kaghan Valley
and urged the government to address this
issue and promote tourism in the region.
Rajab Ali Abbasi said that by including
cochlear implants in the health card pro-
gram, the government has won people’s
hearts. He added that KP is an agricultural
province, and the government should
launch livestock development programs.

JUI's Adnan Wazir criticized the budget
as being full of contradictions and word-
play. He said the provincial government’s
claim of receiving fewer funds from the

Leader Dr.

Leader Dr. Ibadullah

Program

federation is false, as—aside from the

merged  districts—the
received more funds in every sector from
the federal government.

province has

IHC serves notices against accused
sentence in May 9, riots case

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Monday issued notices to
the parties on appeals
against the sentence of
accused in case regarding
Ramna police station attack
on May 9, and sought
responses by June 19.

A division bench com-
prising Justice Khadim
Hussain  Soomro  and
Justice Azam Khan heard
the appeals against the 10-

year imprisonment sen-
tence of convict Sohail
Khan and others. Advocate
Babar Awan, Sardar
Bushak, Advocate Amina
Ali and others appeared on
behalf of the petitioners.
Babar Awan argued that
those who were sentenced
were not nominated in the
case, adding that the peace-
ful rallies are allowed.
Justice Khadim Hussain
Soomro said that notices
are given on appeals. The
lawyer requested that

notice be given of the short
date, all the sentences have
been given and it has also
been said that identifica-
tion has not been done. He
said no one was injured,
died or kidnapped in the
case but they say this is ter-
rorism.

He said that according to
the police, two sticks have
been recovered from the
accused, on May 9.
According to the FIR, the
accused had sticks, PTI
flags and firearms.

Shehbaz unveils Maritime Vision

‘ (Continued from Page 1 ‘

PM Shehbaz Sharif
stressed the need to trans-
form Pakistan's maritime
sector into a driver of inclu-
sive, sustainable economic
growth while calling for
synergy among public and
private sectors. "The time
has come to take the lead,"

he said.
Federal Minister for
Maritime Affairs

Muhammad Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry outlined the gov-
ernment's strategic
roadmap for the maritime
sector. He reaffirmed
Pakistan's commitment to
building a vibrant blue
economy and introduced
the "Maritime at 100"
Vision, a long-term plan to
grow the sector into a $100
billion economic force by
2047 marking Pakistan's
centennial. "PIMEC 2025
will be more than an exhi-
bition; it will be a catalyst
for investment, innovation,
and regional cooperation,"
the Minister told a gather-
ing of policymakers, mar-
itime professionals, and
international stakeholders.

The minister while
underscoring the immense
potential of the sector,
highlighted key economic
drivers such as a Rs88 bil-
lion fisheries industry, the
Gaddani Ship Recycling
Yard, with recovery poten-
tial exceeding Rs30 billion,
and a strategic location
linking global trade routes.
"The oceans are not just
water bodies, they are eco-
nomic lifelines. Pakistan
must position itself as a
regional maritime hub," he
said.

To guide the sector's

future, the  Minister
announced that three major
policy frameworks

National Maritime Policy,
National Shipping Policy,
and National Fisheries and
Aquaculture Policy that
were nearing completion
and would ensure growth
aligned with sustainability
and innovation. He also

announced the creation of a
Maritime Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, a
centralized Maritime
Complaint Cell for trans-
parency and efficiency, fed-
eral investment of Rs12 bil-
lion in the revival of the
Gaddani Ship Recycling
Yard, acquisition of four
new ships for the Pakistan
National Shipping
Corporation, raising the
national fleet to 14 vessels,
progress on a major dredg-
ing project at Port Qasim,
and development of a
multi-modal logistics corri-
dor from Gwadar to bolster
trade and connectivity.

He also emphasized
Pakistan's push to attract
foreign investment and pro-
mote eco-friendly maritime
practices, expressing opti-
mism over Pakistan's bid
for a seat on the
International Maritime
Organization's Council
(Category C) in the upcom-
ing elections in December
2025. In his welcome
remarks, the co-organizer
of the event, Zohair Naseer,
CEO of Badar Expo
Solutions, said, "It is a
moment of pride for us to
collaborate ~ with  the
Ministry of Maritime
Affairs and Pakistan Navy
for the second edition of
PIMEC. This event will
feature a high-level mar-
itime conference, B2B net-
working sessions, and a
dynamic exhibition attract-
ing global industry leaders,
exhibitors, and trade dele-
gations. The upcoming
PIMEC 2025 is scheduled
to take place from
November 3 to 6 at the
Karachi Expo Centre."

He added that today's
soft launch ceremony was
aimed at building momen-
tum for what was expected
to be Pakistan's most sig-
nificant maritime event to
date. Commodore Ahsan
Ali Khan, Assistant Chief
of the Naval Staff, empha-
sized the vast economic
potential of oceans in his
remarks. "Oceans are not

only a source of countless
marine species and seabed
resources - they also serve
as the most cost-effective
medium for transportation
and global trade," he said.

He noted that oceans
were increasingly being
tapped for tourism, renew-
able energy, aquaculture,
and extraction of valuable
resources like hydrocar-
bons and minerals. "With
rising global populations,
ocean-based economic
activity is surging," he stat-
ed. He highlighted
Pakistan's strategic loca-
tion, offering the shortest
sea access to Central Asian
republics, Afghanistan, and
western China via Karachi
and Gwadar ports. "CPEC
is a practical demonstration
of Pakistan's commitment
to unlocking the blue econ-
omy's  potential  and
enhancing regional connec-
tivity," he said, adding that
PIMEC represents a key
milestone in that direction.

PM takes notice of
media reports over tax
defaulters’ arrests, forms
special committee: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
took a notice of media
reports regarding the arrest
of tax defaulters and issued
strict instructions that no
such legal amendments
should be used to harass the
business community or tax-
payers under any circum-
stances.

The prime minister
directed the formation of a
special committee on this
matter. The prime minister
chaired a review meeting
of matters related to the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), PM Office Media
Wing said in a press
release. The prime minister
was briefed that the legal
provisions for the arrest of
sales tax defaulters had
been part of the law since
the 1990s, however, in the
light of decisions by the
courts, amendments were
being made to these claus-
es to make them more
coherent.
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