Dar welcomes ceasefire

PM calls Masoud

The

ISLAMABAD (APP): Deputy Prime

Minister/ Foreign Minister Mohammad
Ishaq Dar Tuesday said that Pakistan
warmly welcomed today’s ceasefire
between Iran and Israel. On his X han-
dle, the DPM/FM said Pakistan firmly
believed that all disputes must be
resolved in accordance with the princi-
ples of the UN Charter and internation-

al law, including respect for sovereign-

ty and territorial integrity.
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F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
ambassadors of Saudi
Arabia and Qatar on
Tuesday called on Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and discussed the rapidly
evolving situation in the
Middle East, particularly
after the Iranian attack on
the US military base in
Qatar.

“Met the Ambassador
of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia today and dis-
cussed the rapidly evolv-
ing situation in the
Middle East... Pakistan
will continue to work
closely with the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia for peace
in the region through dia-
logue and diplomacy,” the
prime minister wrote on
his X timeline after meet-
ing with Ambassador
Nawaf bin Saeed Al
Malkiy.

The prime minister
conveyed his prayers and
good wishes for
Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud, as well as Crown
Prince and Prime
Minister of Saudi Arabia
Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz also reaffirmed
Pakistan’s unwavering
solidarity with the broth-
erly people of Saudi
Arabia.

In the meeting with

145

Ambassador of Qatar Ali
Mubarak Ali Essa Al-
Khater, the prime minis-
ter expressed solidarity
with the Amir and the
people of Qatar following
Monday night’s attacks
on US military base.

“We pray for the safety
and security of our Qatari
brothers and sisters, and
the entire region,” he
remarked.

The prime minister
said that Pakistan had
always advocated dia-
logue and diplomacy as
the only path to lasting
peace in the Middle East.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz also held a tele-
phonic interaction with
both the envoys on
Monday night and
expressed his serious con-
cern over the reports of
missile attacks on a US
military base in Qatar.

He had urged that all
efforts must be made to
de-escalate tensions and
restore peace in the
region. The Qatari ambas-
sador thanked the prime
minister for immediately
reaching out to him after
this “most unfortunate
development” as well as
for the expression of soli-
darity at that critical time.

During the telephonic
call with Saudi ambassa-
dor, the prime minister
reiterated his call for de-
escalation and restoration
of peace in the region.

The Saudi envoy also
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PM discusses ME
situation with KSA,
Qatari envoys

China lauds Pakistan’s proactive role for peaceful
settlement of regional security situation

thanked the prime minis-
ter and agreed that Saudi
Arabia and Pakistan must
continue to work together
and coordinate closely to
ensure an early peaceful
settlement of the ongoing
conflict in the Middle
East.

Meanwhile,
Ambassador of China to
Pakistan Jiang Zaidong
on Tuesday lauded the
proactive and positive
role being played by
Pakistan at every diplo-
matic forum, including at
the  United Nations
Security Council, for a
peaceful settlement of the
regional security situation
through dialogue and
diplomacy.

The Chinese ambassa-
dor called on Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
and discussed regional
security situation, partic-
ularly recent develop-
ments in the Iran-Israel
conflict, other bilateral
issues.

The prime minister
conveyed his warm
regards and good wishes
for President Xi Jinping
and Premier Li Qiang.

The prime minister
extended his sincere best
wishes for the successful
holding of the upcoming
SCO Summit. He
acknowledged the ongo-
ing consultations between
the two sides concerning
his visit to China to attend
the Summit.

Recalling the historic,
deep-rooted and iron-clad
“All Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership”
between Pakistan and
China, the prime minister
said that Pakistan was
fully committed to con-
tinue working closely
with China for the suc-
cessful implementation of
ongoing China Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) projects.

In this regard, he high-
lighted key projects
including ML-I, realign-
ment of KKH, opera-
tionalization of Gwadar
Port, as well as coopera-
tion in agriculture, indus-
trial and IT sectors.

The prime minister
expressed Pakistan’s deep
appreciation for China’s
consistent financial and
economic support that
had helped to stabilize
Pakistan’s economy and
resulted in the improve-
ment of the macro-eco-
nomic outlook of the
country. This, he added,
was vital to the govern-
ment’s socio-economic
development agenda.

Amb. Jiang Zaidong
briefed the prime minister
on various aspects of
Pakistan-China bilateral
cooperation and said that
preparations had already
begun to ensure the suc-
cess of the prime minis-
ter’s upcoming visit to
China in the end of
August 2025.

Trump says Israel-Iran
ceasefire 1s 1n effect after
deal initially faltered

DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates (AP) — U.S.
President Donald Trump
said a ceasefire between
Iran and Israel was in effect
Tuesday after the deal ini-
tially faltered, and the
American leader expressed
deep frustration with both
sides.

Israel  had  earlier
accused Iran of launching
missiles into its airspace
after the truce was sup-
posed to take effect, and
the Israeli finance minister
vowed that “Tehran will
tremble.”

The Iranian military
denied firing on Israel,
state media reported, but
explosions boomed and
sirens sounded across
northern Israel in the morn-
ing, and an Israeli military
official said two Iranian
missiles were intercepted.

Trump told reporters at
the White House before
departing for a NATO sum-
mit that, in his view, both
sides had violated the nas-
cent agreement. He had
particularly strong words
for Israel, a close ally,

while suggesting Iran may
have fired on the country
by mistake.

But later he said the deal
was saved.

“ISRAEL is not going to
attack Iran. All planes will
turn around and head
home, while doing a
friendly “Plane Wave” to
Iran. Nobody will be hurt,
the Ceasefire is in effect!”
Trump said in his Truth
Social post.

Indeed, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s office said he
held off on tougher strikes
against Iran after speaking
to Trump.

The conflict, now in its
12th day, began with Israel
targeting Iranian nuclear
and military sites, saying it
could not allow Tehran to
develop atomic weapons
and that it feared the
Islamic  Republic was
close. Iran has long main-
tained that its program is
peaceful.

Many worried the war
might widen after the U.S.
joined the attacks by drop-
ping bunker-buster bombs

over the weekend and
Israel expanded the kinds
of targets it was hitting.

But after Tehran
launched a limited retalia-
tory strike on a U.S. mili-
tary base in Qatar on
Monday, Trump announced
the ceasefire.

The deal got off to a
rocky start.

An Israeli military offi-
cial who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity in line
with military regulations
said Iran launched two
missiles at Israel hours into
the tenuous ceasefire. Both
were intercepted, the offi-
cial said.

Iranian state television
reported that the military
denied firing missiles after
the start of the ceasefire —
while condemning Israel
for predawn strikes of its
own.

One of those attacks
killed a  high-profile
nuclear scientist,
Mohammad Reza Sedighi
Saber, at his father-in-law’s
residence in northern Iran,
Iranian state TV reported.
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Saif meets PTI founder

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
the Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Information and Public
Relations, Barrister Dr.
Saif, met with Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan in a
significant meeting focused
on political developments
and the provincial budget.

Barrister Dr. Saif stated
that the meeting entailed a
detailed discussion on vari-
ous political matters, with a
special emphasis on the
legal and constitutional
complexities surrounding
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
budget.

He briefed Imran Khan
on the potential conse-
quences of not passing the
budget within the constitu-
tionally mandated time-
frame.

“If the budget were not
approved in time, it would

have resulted in serious
constitutional and legal
challenges,” Dr.  Saif
explained. “This could
have led to a situation
where salaries could not be
disbursed, and essential
government expenditures
could not be met.”

He further apprised
Imran Khan that failure to
approve the budget would
have pushed the province
toward a financial and
administrative crisis.
Barrister Dr. Saif also
informed Imran Khan about
opposition parties’ possible
maneuvers to block the
budget’s approval and dis-
closed details of a recent
covert meeting held at the
Governor House.

“The opposition had
devised a comprehensive
plan to prevent the budget
from passing,” he added.
“To counter this, the KP
government consulted legal
experts and engaged in

extensive deliberations
with the parliamentary
party.”

As a result of these con-
sultations, the KP govern-
ment decided to approve
the budget conditionally.
Dr. Saif mentioned that fol-
lowing a meeting between
KP Chief Minister Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur and
Imran Khan, modifications
to the budget may be intro-
duced based on further
guidance.

“Imran Khan expressed
his consent for the budget’s
conditional approval and
will issue instructions
regarding its implementa-
tion during his meeting
with the Chief Minister and
Muzzammil Aslam,” Dr.
Saif stated. He also
revealed that prior to his
own meeting, permission
was not being granted for
the Chief Minister and
Muzzammil Aslam to meet
Imran Khan.

Israel Kkills
40 in further

Gaza
bloodshed

CAIRO (Reuters): Israeli
forces killed at least 40
Palestinians in Gaza and
ordered new evacuations
on Tuesday, local medics
and residents said, in fur-
ther bloodshed shortly
after Israel and Iran agreed
to a ceasefirein their air
war.

The Israel-Iran deal
announced by U.S.
President Donald Trump
raised  hopes among
Palestinians of an end to
over 20 months of war in
Gaza that has widely
demolished the territory
and displaced most resi-
dents, with malnutrition
widespread.

"Enough! The whole
universe has let us down.
(Iran-backed  Lebanese
group) Hezbollah reached
a deal without Gaza, and
now Iran has done the
same," said Adel Farouk,
62, from Gaza City.

"We hope Gaza is next,"
he told Reuters via a chat
app, speaking before two
explosions rang out in
Tehran, with Trump accus-
ing both sides of violating
the deal, though voicing
particular  unhappiness
with Israel, rebuking it
with an obscenity in an
extraordinary outburst of
frustration.

In Gaza, deadly vio-
lence continued with little
respite.

Marwan Abu Naser, of
the Al-Awda Hospital in
Nuseirat in central Gaza,
said it had received 19
dead and 146 injured from
crowds who tried to reach
a nearby aid distribution
centre of the U.S.-backed
Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation.

Abu Naser told Reuters
the casualties resulted
from gunfire.

Israel's military said
that a gathering overnight
was identified adjacent to
forces operating in Gaza's
central Netzarim Corridor,
and it was reviewing
reports of casualties.

Responding to a Reuters
request for comment, the
GHEF said in an e-mail that
there has been no incident
near their aid site, which it
added was located several
kilometres south of the
Netzarim Corridor.
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ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday
held a telephone conversation with
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Dr Masoud Pezeshkian, and reiterated
Pakistan’s support for Iran at all diplomat-
ic forums, including at the UN Security
Council and the OIC. During the tele-
phonic conversation, the prime minister
called for adherence to international law
and the UN Charter principles.
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ISLAMABBAD: Ambassador of China H.E. Jiang Zaidong called on

Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad on Tuesday.

Prime Minister Muhammad

Eleven Indian-sponsored
Khwarij killed in Waziristan

Two soldiers embrace martyrdom during operation

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Security
Forces in an intelligence-
based operation in general
area Sararogha, South
Waziristan District, killed
eleven Indian-sponsored
khwarij, while seven
Khwarij got injured.
“Security Forces con-
ducted an intelligence-
based operation in general
area Sararogha, South
Waziristan District, on
reported  presence  of
Khwarij  belonging to
Indian Proxy, Fitna al
Khwarij. During the con-
duct of operation, own
troops effectively engaged
the khwarij location and
resultantly, eleven
Indian-sponsored khwarij
were sent to hell, while
seven Khwarij got injured”,
said an ISPR news release.
However, during the
intense fire exchange,
Major Syed Moiz Abbas
Shah (age: 37 years, resi-
dent of District Chakwal), a
brave officer who was lead-
ing his troops from the
front, fought gallantly and
paid the ultimate sacrifice
along with another brave
son of soil Lance Naik
Jibran Ullah (age: 27 years,
resident of District Bannu).

24-06-2025
MAJMOIZ ABBAS SHAH
SHAHEED

Major Moiz, Shaheed was
renowned for his courage
and daring actions in
numerous operations con-
ducted against the khwarij.

Sanitization operation is
being conducted to elimi-
nate any other Indian-spon-
sored Kharji found in the
area, as the security forces
of Pakistan are determined
to wipe out the menace of
Indian-Sponsored
Terrorism from the country
and such sacrifices of our
brave men further strength-
en our resolve.

President, PM praise
security forces for suc-
cessful operation against
Khwarij in S. Waziristan

President  Asif  Ali
Zardari and Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday praised
the professional capabili-
ties of the officers and per-

24-06-2025
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sonnel of the security
forces for successfully car-
rying out an operation
against the terrorists of
Fitna al-Khwarij, operating
under Indian patronage in
South Waziristan, and send-
ing 11 of them to hell.

The president and the
prime minister paid tribute
to Shaheed Major Syed
Moiz Abbas Shah and
Shaheed Lance Naik
Jibranullah, who embraced
martyrdom while defend-
ing the homeland and
thwarting the nefarious
designs of the enemy dur-
ing the operation, PM
Office Media Wing said in
a press release.

The president lauded the
valour of the security forces
for eliminating terrorists of
Fitna al-Khwarij in the
intelligence based opera-
tion, President Secretariat

Media Wing said in a press
release.

The president and the
prime minister prayed for
the high ranks of the mar-
tyrs and grant of patience
for the bereaved families.

President Zardari, while
praising the bravery and
patriotism of the shaheed
personnel, said that the

nation would always
remember their sacrifices.
The entire nation,

including him, was proud
of their martyrs and their
families, the prime minister
said, adding the sacrifices
of those who embraced
martyrdom for the sake of
the beloved homeland
would not go in vain.

The president and the
prime minister reiterated
the resolve to continue the
fight against the scourge of
terrorism till its complete
eradication.

The president said that
their resolve to eliminate
terrorist elements would
remain firm.

The prime minister also
expressed that in their
unwavering resolve to
defend the homeland, the
entire nation, including
him, stood shoulder to
shoulder with their armed
forces.

Lahore High Court rejects Imran
Khan’s bail in May 9 cases

F.P. Report

LAHORE: The Lahore
High Court (LHC) on
Tuesday dismissed the bail
applications of former
Prime  Minister  and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan
in eight cases related to
the violent events of May

9, including the high-pro-
file attack on the Corps
Commander House in
Lahore.

A two-member bench,
led by Justice Shahbaz Ali
Rizvi, announced the
reserved verdict after
hearing detailed argu-
ments from both the
defense and the prosecu-

tion.

Imran Khan had sought
bail in eight separate cases
stemming from the May 9
protests, which erupted
following his arrest last
year. The court had
reserved its decision after
concluding proceedings in
the petitions.

Earlier, on November

27, 2024, an anti-terrorism
court had already denied
bail to the former premier
in the same set of cases.

The rejection by the
LHC marks another legal
setback for Khan, who
remains entangled in a
slew of legal battles since
being ousted from office
in 2022.

GAZA: Hamam Al-Farani sits next to his sister, in white, alng with other family members as the body

of their father Alaa, killed in an Israeli army strike that also injured the boy, is prepared for burial at
Shifa hospital in Gaza City, on Tuesday. — AP photo
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Karachi Mayor presents |

KMC budget

KARACHI (PPI): Karachi Mayor
Barrister Murtaza Wahab today pre-
sented the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (KMC) budget for the fis-
cal year 2025-26 in the City Council.

During his budget speech, the mayor
stated that the decisions made over the
past two years for the improvement,
development, infrastructure restoration,
and removal of encroachments in
Karachi — along with the renovation of
the city’s historical buildings — are
now producing visible results for the cit-
izens. He emphasized that difficult deci-
sions were made in the past two years
for the service of Karachi's people.

He said that the Pakistan People's
Party (PPP), which has always priori-
tized public service in its manifesto,
has demonstrated that it is delivering
better services to Karachi than in the
past. Over the past two years, KMC
has been put on a path toward financial
stability — a task that was extremely
difficult, if not impossible.

The 2025-26 budget is a reflection of
the hard work, struggle, and consistency
of the past two years and will be much
improved compared to previous years.
This budget includes development proj-
ects selected in consultation with honor-
able council members, reflecting the
commitment to work for the broader
and long-term interests of the city.

He said that Chairman PPP Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari entrusted him and all
local government members with
important responsibilities for the city.
Every effort has been made to fulfill
the expectations of both the chairman
and the people of Karachi. The PPP has

proven that it is the only party that
treats service as worship and knows
how to resolve the city’s issues.

Presenting the Highlights of the
budget the Mayor Karachi said that
KMC employee salaries have been
shifted to the World Bank’s SAP sys-
tem. Retired employees' pensions will
also be integrated into SAP next, ensur-
ing timely payments and tamper-proof
records. He said after a long halt,
MUCT (Municipal Utility Charges &
Taxes) collection through K-Electric
has resumed, with Rs1.7 billion collect-
ed so far this year. Next year, Rs3 to
Rs3.5 billion is expected, which will aid
infrastructure improvement and KMC’s
financial self-sufficiency. Development
without discrimination was carried out
in all seven districts, including, A 1.5
km road connecting Lyari to the port
and shipyard (Rs56 million), Overlay
and patchwork on both tracks of Hub
River Road (180,000 ft), Repairs and
carpeting of Malir River Bridge and
adjacent road from Anwar Baloch Hotel
to Murghi Khana Bus Stop.
Construction of a 1.4 km overhead
bridge on Korangi Causeway.

He said Long-pending dues of retired
and deceased KMC and DMC employ-
ees were addressed. Rs600 million was
paid out, and all dues up to June 2018
have been cleared using KMC’s own
revenues. Rs576 million was earned
through investment and a total of Rs1.3
billion was disbursed — a KMC record.
He said KMC is the first municipal
body in Pakistan to begin converting its
buildings to solar energy. Rs. 220.2 mil-
lion has been allocated for this in the

upcoming fiscal year, with plans to
solarize markets, parks, and streetlights.

He said Renovations have been
completed on Denso Hall, Khaliq Dina
Hall, KMC Building, and Frere Hall.
Next year, six more historical struc-
tures — including Empress Market,
Muhammad Ali Hothi Market, Machhi
Miani Market, and Lea Market — will
be restored to their original form.

He said A modern meat section
with 129 stalls has been established. A
new parking area accommodating 300
cars and 300 motorcycles has been
built. Similar parking development
has begun in Bolton Market to address
congestion. Rs7,298.559 million has
been allocated for Medical & Health
Services, with Rs124.650 million set
aside for advanced medical and elec-
trical equipment. He said The PPP
increased UC grants from Rs500,000
to Rs1.2 million to empower chairmen
and improve local service delivery. He
said All members attending meetings
will now receive Rs. 2,000 per session
as travel allowance, including those on
reserved seats and women members.

He said small and large parks have
been restored and opened to the public.
Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim will receive new
amenities, including an art museum sup-
ported by a Rs. 100 million climate
endowment funds. He said Cleaning of
46 major stormwater drains is underway.
As of June 15, all plastic bags have been
banned in Karachi due to their harmful
environmental impact and drainage sys-
tem blockage. Rs. 20 million has been
allocated for eco-friendly electric bikes
for employees to reduce pollution.

KP govt launches smart road
monitoring with Al

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Muhammad
Sohail ~ Afridi  Special
Assistant to Chief Minister
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
Communication and
Works, inaugurated two
projects:  the  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Road Asset
Management System
(RAMS) Unit and an
Artificial Intelligence-
based Road Diagnostic
Software.

The inauguration cere-

mony was held in Peshawar
on Tuesday, where both the

Communication and Works

project is to create a com-

be.

-
-

KARACHI: Mayor Karachi, Barrister Murtaza Wahab is presentig the budget for the financial year

2025-26 in the meeting of the MC Council. —APP Photo

Hina assures
full support for

rape victim

LAHORE (APP):
Chairperson Punjab
Women Protection
Authority (PWPA) Hina
Pervaiz Butt visited the
house of a young Christian
girl, who was raped in
Manga Mandi area of
Lahore, here on Tuesday.
According to the FIR,
the girl was not only
repeatedly sexually abused
by her paternal uncle, but
was also later handed over
to other individuals. Hina
Pervaiz Butt described the
tragic incident as a grave
attack on human values
and the sanctity of familial
bonds. She said the inci-
dent was enough to shake
the collective conscience
of society. “When a girl is
subjected to such cruelty

L.l by a close relative and

Department team. He stated

RAMS Unit office and the
advanced Al-powered
Road Diagnostic Software
were officially launched.

The ceremony was
attended by  Secretary
Communication and Works
Muhammad Israr, RAMS
Director Engineer Inayat-
ur-Rehman, and representa-
tives from the
Communication and Works
Department and the SEED
Program.

This modern software
has been developed under
the SEED Program for the

Department. It will monitor
the condition of roads using
artificial intelligence, iden-

tifying road damages
through video analysis,
pavement and  bridge
assessments, and will pro-
vide automated calculation
of the Pavement Condition
Index (PCI). Through this
system, data on all roads in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will
be compiled to accurately
assess the condition of the
road network and ensure
timely maintenance.

The objective of this

plete database of road
assets, assess the current
status of the network, and
maintain roads at a high
standard. Effective road
maintenance is not only
crucial for economic devel-
opment but also plays a key
role in providing public
access to employment,
health, education, and other
basic facilities.

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, Muhammad Sohail
Afridi praised the efforts of
the SEED Program and the
Communication and Works

that this system would
prove to be a milestone in
the province's develop-
ment. He added that this
initiative is a major step
toward the complete digi-
talization of the
Communication and Works
Department.

He further emphasized
that an effective road net-
work plays a vital role in
the fight against poverty,
and this project will bring
long-term benefits to the
people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

LGE&RDD to plant 20,000
trees under KPCIP

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: As part of its sustain-
able urban development efforts, the
Local Government, Elections, and
Rural Development Department
(LGE&RDD) under its Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Cities Improvement ini-
tiative is planting over 20,000 trees in
five divisional cities of the province.

Additionally, the department is
working to save thousands of pine
trees on Shimla Hill in Abbottabad
by constructing a gender-inclusive
park. The department has completed
the plantation of 6056 plants.

The plantation is being carried out in
five divisional cities, including
Peshawar, Mardan, Kohat, Abbottabad,
and Mingora. Under KPCIP, the depart-
ment will plant 20,000 plants of differ-
ent native species across its green
spaces component.

As part of this green drive, the
department is not only focusing on
plantation but also on the preserva-

tion of existing biodiversity. A key
example is the Sherwan Hill Family
Park, currently under construction
on the scenic Shimla Pahari in
Abbottabad will help thousands of
pine trees to maintain the ecological
integrity of the site. These pine
species are naturally suited to the
local climate and play a critical role
in stabilizing soil, retaining mois-
ture, and improving air quality.

The progress so far underscores the
department’s commitment to environ-
mental stewardship. So far, in Kohat,
a total of 3,418 plants have already
been planted, 751 trees in Peshawar,
550 in Abbottabad, while 1337 new
plants have been added to its urban
landscape in Mingora city. In total,
6056 plants have been planted in var-
ious gender-inclusive parks, spaces
designed to be safe, accessible, and
welcoming for women and children.

“These plantations are more than
symbolic gestures as they are tangible
steps to restore urban ecosystems,

mitigate the impacts of climate
change, and improve the overall qual-
ity of life for residents,” said Project
Director KPCIP Yasir Ali Khan.

He said that native species were
being prioritized to ensure long-term
survival and minimal ecological dis-
ruption. “This integrated approach is
a step towards improving climate
resilience,” he said, adding that by
combining infrastructure develop-
ment with environmental sustain-
ability, KPCIP was setting a prece-
dent for green, inclusive, and cli-
mate-aware urban transformation in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The project director said that with
the urban population growing and
green spaces shrinking, such initia-
tives were critical.

“Trees planted today will become
the living lungs of tomorrow’s cities
to absorb the rising carbon, cool
urban heating, and offer a refuge not
only to humans but birds and
insects,” he said.

Power generation from Dasu
project expected in 2027

LAHORE (APP): Power
generation from 4,320MW

Contractors were also pres-
ent, according to WAPDA

been

completed.
extended right bypass tunnel

The bridges - is scheduled for

completion by March

Dasu Hydropower Project is
expected to commence in
2027. It was informed to

Water and Power
Development Authority
(WAPDA) Chairman Naveed

Asghar Chaudhry during his
visit to the project site.

The chairman also
reviewed construction work
on key sites of the project,
including the main dam,
powerhouse, transformer
cavern and the relocated sec-
tion of the Karakoram
Highway (KKH-1).

The GM/PD  Dasu
Hydropower Project and
representatives  of  the
Consultants and the

spokesman here Tuesday.
The Chairman also
presided over a progress
review meeting at the proj-
ect office. The project man-
agement team briefed him
about the targets and the
achievements on the project.
He was briefed that con-
struction work is currently
underway on 20 different
sites and is progressing at a
steady yet satisfactory pace.
Referring to the targets
achieved so far and the mile-
stones to be achieved in the
days to come, it was briefed
that the excavation works on
both the right and left abut-
ments of the main dam have

and the right-side open
channel have also been com-
pleted and are ready to divert
excess river flow during the
high-flow season.
Excavation of the main dam
foundation is continuing and
is scheduled for completion
by October this year.
Placement  of  Roller
Compacted Concrete (RCC)
in the main dam is expected
to begin in March 2026.
The excavation of the
underground powerhouse
is expected to be complet-
ed by February 2026, while
the 25-kilometer-long relo-
cated KKH-1-comprising
seven tunnels and three

2026. Power generation
from the project is expect-
ed to commence in 2027.
Highlighting the strategic
importance of  Dasu
Hydropower Project for
Pakistan’s energy needs and

economic  stability, the
Chairman urged the
Consultants and the

Contractors to excel their

efforts to meet the project ||

timelines. Emphasizing upon
the significance of maintain-

ing the highest construction ||

standards, the Chairman
directed the Contractors to

adhere to the stipulated qual- |

ity standards for completion
of the project.

treated as a toy in the
hands of others, the silence
of the state becomes a
crime,” she added.

The chairperson paid
tribute to the police for the
prompt arrest of all the
main accused and said that
the case is not just about
the girl or her family, itis a
case of conscience of the
entire minority community
and society.

Hina Pervaiz announced
that the PWPA will pro-
vide complete legal, med-
ical, psychological and
social protection to the
victim girl, and the case
will remain under their
direct supervision. "We
will try our best to get the
culprits punished as a
party in the court," she
added.

The chairperson PWPA
conveyed a message to
the minority community,
stating that Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif’s vision is to make
Punjab a safe place for
women and minorities.
"We will not back down
even an inch from this
mission. Whoever com-
mits a crime will not
escape the clutches of the
law," she concluded.

Ammar Afzal
missing from
Rawalpindi
since April 21

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A young boy,
Ammar Afzal, son of
Muhammad Afzal Khattak,
has been reported missing
from Rawalpindi since
April 21, 2025. According
to the family, Ammar went
missing under unknown
circumstances and has not
been seen or heard from
since that day.

The family is deeply
concerned for his safety
and is requesting the pub-
lic’s assistance in locating
him. They urge anyone
with information about his
whereabouts to come for-
ward immediately.

If you have seen Ammar
or have any information
that could help in finding
him, please contact the
family on the following
numbers:

Afzal :+92 300 8508230
Ali : +92 334 9630305
Asif: +92 303 4507139

CM orders foolproof
security for Ashura

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif chaired a high-
level meeting on Tuesday to
review and finalize arrange-
ments for Muharram-ul-
Haram, with a strong empha-
sis on ensuring foolproof
security, religious harmony,
and public welfare.

The CM issued clear
directives for an emergency
preparedness  plan  and
ordered strict implementa-
tion of the code of conduct
during Muharram. She cate-
gorically stated that there
will be zero tolerance for any
violation of these directives.

CM Maryam Nawaz
called for the immediate
arrest of individuals involved
in spreading hate speech or
inciting violence through
social media. She also
imposed a province-wide
ban on banners, posters, wall
chalking, and unauthorized
drone activity, directing law
enforcement to take swift
action against violators. She
instructed provincial minis-
ters, commissioners, deputy
commissioners, RPOs, and
DPOs to personally super-
vise local arrangements and
to visit religious scholars to

promote coordination and
community engagement.
The CM directed the
Punjab Safe Cities Authority
to immediately repair all non-
functional CCTV cameras
and tasked the Special
Monitoring Unit with identi-
fying and reporting hate con-
tent. She also ordered mock
security drills to test pre-
paredness and directed the
installation of standardized
‘sabeels’ (refreshment sta-
tions) along procession
routes, with proper monitor-
ing and the provision of
lemon water, cold drinks, and
bottled water for participants.
To mitigate the effects of
extreme heat and humidity,
CM  Maryam  Nawaz
instructed  authorities  to
install water sprinkling sys-
tems along procession routes
and to establish mobile clin-
ics and field hospitals. She
further directed the imple-
mentation of an effective
traffic management plan and
real-time advisories, while
ensuring  timely  water
drainage in case of rainfall.
She called for the activa-
tion of systems like Hotel
Eye and Travel Eye and
emphasized the continuation

of combing operations.
Procurement of anti-drone
systems was also discussed
to enhance surveillance
capabilities. Highlighting the
importance of strict SOPs
enforcement, she directed
WAPDA and related authori-
ties to eliminate dangling
power lines and ensure unin-
terrupted electricity and
functioning streetlights
throughout Muharram.
Expressing concern over
recurring infrastructure
issues, she censured respon-
sible agencies for negli-
gence, especially in relation
to uncovered manholes and
potholes on procession
routes. She directed private
housing societies to imme-
diately fix sewerage covers
in their areas. “All stake-
holders must stay vigilant
and united. The success of
Operation Bayaan-ul-
Marsous has disturbed hos-
tile elements, and we must
not allow them any opportu-
nity to exploit the situation,”
she said. She instructed cab-
inet members to ensure
effective implementation in
their respective districts and
involve all stakeholders in
decision-making.

Rs. 1,280 bln development
budget a testament to good
governance: Marriyum

LAHORE (APP): Senior
Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb has
said that the historic Rs.
1,280 billion develop-
ment budget presented by
the Punjab government is
not just a financial docu-
ment, but a practical
reflection of the govern-
ment’s performance,
vision, and unwavering
commitment to public
welfare.

Addressing a session of
Punjab Assembly here on
Tuesday, she emphasized
that Punjab’s development
journey has entered a new
era under the leadership of
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, with 3,000

new projects launched
across various sectors. She
noted that the donor loan
model has been effectively
restructured to just 5.2 per-
cent and debt repayments
reduced by 90 percent.
Additionally, zero-tax eco-
nomic models are now
operational in 19 districts,
signaling major fiscal
reforms aimed at sustain-
able growth.

She opened her address
by commending Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and his team for their
exemplary leadership in
peacefully resolving a
recent regional crisis. She
lauded the Pakistan Army
for its valor and unity,

calling their response a

shining  example  of
national solidarity and
supreme sacrifice. She
also praised Chief

Minister Maryam Nawaz
for her firm leadership
during this critical time.

Reviewing the govern-
ment’s one-year perform-
ance, Marriyum Aurangzeb
said CM Punjab Maryam
Nawaz has upheld and
advanced the values of
transparency, merit, and
hard work, rooted in the
legacy of Mian Nawaz
Sharif and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif. After years
of economic stagnation,
Punjab’s revival has begun
in earnest.

Attention: Locker Holders (Defaulters)

All locker holders of MCB Bank Limited, Mardan Region, who have been
previously issued reminders regarding overdue locker rent payments and
have not cleared their dues despite the lapse of the notice period, are
hereby informed through this public notice to settle their outstanding
dues within thirty (30) days from the date of this publication.

This notice also applies to those defaulters who may not have received
prior communication due to change of address or other reasons.
Failure to comply within the given timeframe will result in the forcible
opening of lockers in accordance with applicable laws, in the
presence of an authorized committee. Any contents recovered will be
securely held by MCB Bank Limited, and the Bank reserves the right
to recover all outstanding amounts through legal proceedings.
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Locker Holder Name r'iﬂﬁ:'ﬁi’r Branch Name Bcrg?’:h
Yasir Ali 15 The Mall Mardan 0279
Habiba Ali 27 The Mall Mardan 0279
M. Tariq 100316 The Mall Mardan 0279
Hidayat Ullah Khan 20 The Mall Mardan 0279
Ubaid Ullah Jan 100320 The Mall Mardan 0279
Ghazala Irshad 100332 The Mall Mardan 0279
Syed Abdul Ali Shah 100365 The Mall Mardan 0279
Waseef-ur-rehman 100314 The Mall Mardan 0279
Ghafar Ali 38 The Mall Mardan 0279
Bashir Zada 10 The Mall Mardan 0279
Khan Zada 100337 The Mall Mardan 0279
Nazir Muhammad 100357 The Mall Mardan 0279
Jamil Hussain Raza 100354 The Mall Mardan 0279
Jamal Shah 100327 The Mall Mardan 0279
Adnan Khan 100335 The Mall Mardan 0279
Pir Syed Jamhoor Shah 100364 The Mall Mardan 0279
.

By order of the Management ﬁ(g

MCB Bank Limited

Mardan Region Bank for Life
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Peshawar City

Federal Minister addresses High Court Bar

Mugam pays tribute to
lawyers; presents Rs10m
cheque on behalf of govt

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Federal
Minister for Kashmir
Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan

and SAFRON, Engineer
Amir Muqam, addressed
the Peshawar High Court
Bar Association, calling it
his identity and home.
During his speech, the
Federal Minister presented
a cheque of one crore
rupees to the Peshawar
High Court Bar on behalf
of the federal government.
The check was handed
over to Bar President
Ameen-ur-Rehman
Advocate. On this occa-
sion, the Bar's General
Secretary Ashfaq
Dawoodzai, other cabinet
members, and lawyers
were also present.
Engineer Amir Mugam
assured that he would con-
sider the lawyers' demands
sympathetically and con-
veyed greetings to the Bar
on behalf of Law Minister

Azam Nazeer Tarar. He
praised the role of lawyers
in democracy, rule of law,
and the provision of jus-
tice, and referred to the
judicial legacy of the
Peshawar High Court as a
"highway of justice."

In his address, the
Federal Minister said that
the desire of Leader
Nawaz Sharif and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif is
to provide relief to
lawyers. He termed the
26th Constitutional
Amendment a positive
step and said that the
integrity of  Pakistan
remains the top priority of
the government.

He credited Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
timely strategy for deliver-
ing a firm response to
Indian aggression and
enhancing the dignity of
the  green  passport.
Referring to recent ten-
sions along the Line of
Control (LoC), he men-

tioned holding a public
rally in Neelum Valley
despite the threat of Indian
aggression, to demonstrate
that the Pakistani nation is
dignified and resilient.
Engineer Amir Mugam
described the issues of
Palestine and Kashmir as
humanitarian crises,
strongly condemned
Israeli aggression, and
welcomed the potential
ceasefire in Iran. He
praised the spirit of soli-
darity between the
Pakistan Army and the
people in Azad Kashmir.
While discussing the
current government's eco-
nomic policies, he high-
lighted signs of economic
improvement, including
reduced inflation, stabi-
lization of the rupee, and a
decrease in interest rates.
Despite the IMF agree-
ment, he said the govern-
ment is striving to provide
relief to the public.
Speaking on the issues

following the FATA merg-
er, he emphasized that the
sacrifices of FATA resi-
dents cannot be ignored. A
high-level committee has
been established to revive
the Jirga system, with con-
sultation from senior
lawyers.

He stressed that he rep-
resents the people, not any
single political party, and
that the provincial govern-
ment must pay attention to
public concerns.

He criticized the per-
formance of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
and revealed that he had
endured seven suicide
attacks but always stood
by the truth.

In conclusion, he stated
that his office is always
open for lawyers and
promised never to disap-
point them. He appealed to
the public, lawyers, and all
institutions to unite for the
development and stability
of Pakistan.

Ehsaas Naujawan Program focuses
capacity building of youth entrepreneurs

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The com-
mencement of a powerful
two-day capacity-building
training at the Business
Incubation Center (BIC),
University of Peshawar,

under the theme
"Empowering Youth
Entrepreneurs: Capacity

Building under the Ehsaas
Naujawan Program." This
initiative, jointly organ-
ized by the Directorate of

Youth Affairs,
Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and the

Bank of Khyber, aims to
equip selected young par-
ticipants with the critical
skills and entrepreneurial
mindset necessary  to
launch and sustain impact-
ful ventures.

Day 1: Foundational

Entrepreneurial Skills

The training opened
with great energy and
enthusiasm, setting the
tone for a transformative
journey for aspiring youth
entrepreneurs.

The day's first session,
Module 1: Introduction to
Entrepreneurship &
Mindset Building, was
delivered by Dr. Malik
Shakeel Khan, an
esteemed academic and
thought leader in entrepre-
neurship. Dr. Shakeel laid
the groundwork for under-
standing the entrepreneur-
ial journey, focusing on
cultivating a resilient,
growth-oriented mindset,
essential for navigating
the challenges of business
creation in today's dynam-
ic world.

Module 2: Business

Model Development
(BMC) was led by
Karishma Zakaullah,

Program Manager at Code
for Pakistan and Founder
of UNidesk. Through an
interactive session on the
Business Model Canvas,
participants actively
engaged in defining their
value propositions, cus-
tomer segments, and key
resources. The session was
both educational and prac-
tical, providing young
entrepreneurs with tools to
design sustainable busi-
ness models.

A highlight of the day
was a special segment fea-
turing Dr. Nauman
Mujahid, Director of
Youth Affairs KP, and Mr.
Zubair Khattak, Deputy
Director, who shared pow-
erful insights into the

vision and impact of the
Ehsaas Naujawan
Program. Their remarks
inspired the audience and
reaffirmed the govern-
ment's commitment to
youth empowerment and
economic  development
through inclusive entre-
preneurship.

The final session of the
day, Module 3: Marketing
Strategy & Branding, was
conducted by Dr. Hashim
Khan, a marketing special-
ist with a passion for
youth-led innovation.
Through a hands-on brand
identity exercise, one vol-
unteer participant's busi-
ness idea was taken as a
case study, enabling
everyone to witness the
strategic process of build-
ing a compelling brand
from scratch.

Sustainable peace possible only
through collective efforts: CS

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief
Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Shahab Ali
Shah, has said that sustain-
able and lasting peace in
any region is only possible
through the sincerity, hard
work, and mutual coopera-
tion of its people. Speaking
at a Grand Divisional Peace
Jirga held at Kohat Police
Club on Tuesday, he
emphasized the importance
of inclusive dialogue and
trust-building among all
stakeholders to ensure
enduring peace.

The jirga was convened
in preparation for the
upcoming  month  of
Muharram to promote har-
mony and tolerance. It was
attended by Provincial Law
Minister Iftikhar Alam
Advocate, Members of the
National Assembly
Shehryar Afridi, Hameed
Hussain, and Yousaf Khan,
Members of the Provincial
Assembly  Shafi  Jan,
Aurangzeb Orakzai, and Ali
Hadi, Inspector General of

Kohat Division Syed
Mutasim Billah Shah, DIG
Kohat Abbas  Majeed
Marwat, former Chief
Justice Syed Ibn Ali, and
prominent scholars and eld-
ers from both Sunni and
Shia communities.

Also present at the event
were GOC 9 Division
Kohat Major  General
Zulfigar Ali Bhatti, Deputy
Commissioners and District
Police Officers of Kohat,
Kurram, Orakzai, and
Hangu, along with religious
leaders and community eld-
ers.
The Chief Secretary
noted with appreciation that
elected representatives and
community leaders were
united in their message of
solidarity, adding that such
sentiments of patriotism
must also be instilled in the
youth. “We must remind
our younger generation that

we are all Muslims and *

brothers; there is no room
for division among us,” he
said.

Highlighting the regional
and global situation, Shahab

“Our enemy cannot defeat
us militarily, but it contin-
ues its efforts to weaken us
internally,” he said, point-
ing specifically to the
involvement of the Indian
intelligence agency RAW in
fomenting sectarian divi-
sions.

He strongly denounced
the use of violence in the
name of religion, stating,
“When we all share the
same faith, there is
absolutely no justification
for taking up arms against
one another.”

Regarding the situation
in Kurram district, the Chief
Secretary shared that peace
is gradually being restored
and expressed hope that the

main highway would soon
be reopened for public traf-
fic. He urged locals to expe-
dite the voluntary surrender
of illegal arms, warning that
failure to do so would result
in confiscation by the state.

Expressing optimism for
the upcoming holy month,
Shahab Ali Shah said he
hoped that, as in the past,
both Sunni and Shia com-
munities would observe
Muharram with mutual
respect and brotherhood.
“God willing, not only
Muharram but every com-
ing month will pass peace-
fully, and our enemies will

never succeed in their mali-
cious designs,” he
concluded.
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PESHAWAR: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and SAFRON, Engineer Amir
Mugam giving away a cheque of Rs10million to memebrs of PHCBA.

IG Police
visits police
training
college Hangu

Syed Adnan

PESHAWAR: The Police
Training College (PTC)
Hangu has played a historic
and vital role in professional
policing, not just in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa but across
Pakistan. This was stated by
the Inspector General of
Police Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Zulfigar
Hameed, during a visit to
PTC Hangu, where he
awarded certificates to par-
ticipants of the 18th
Advanced Course.

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, IG Police commended
the long-standing contribu-
tions of the college since the
inception of Pakistan, stating
that its services will be
remembered in  golden
words. He also announced
that efforts are underway to
upgrade PTC Hangu into a
full-fledged Police
Academy, recognizing its
expanding role in law
enforcement training.

During his visit, the IG
inspected various depart-
ments of the college and
awarded commendation cer-
tificates and cash prizes to
faculty members for their
exemplary performance. He
also attended the final match
of the tug-of-war competi-
tion held at the college's
sports week and presented
trophies and prizes to the
winning team.

Commandant PTC Hangu
Dr. Fasihuddin = Ashraf
briefed the IG on the ongo-
ing training programs, devel-
opmental activities, and
challenges faced by the insti-
tution. The IG lauded Dr.
Fasihuddin's decades-long
contribution to police educa-
tion and training and praised
his dedication as an interna-
tionally recognized scholar
and researcher who has
devoted his life to the better-
ment of police training in
Pakistan.

The visit marks a signifi-
cant step towards institution-
al strengthening and mod-
ernization of police training
infrastructure in the
province.

Monsoon

rains expected
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government

has issued a comprehensive |

alert to all Deputy

|| Commissioners across the

province, urging prepared-
ness for a fresh spell of

Kundi emphasizes
gemstone potential

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Tuesday said that
the province is blessed
with both natural wealth in
the form of precious stones
and human talent, empha-
sizing that modern tech-
nology and youth empow-
erment can play a vital role

in ensuring economic pros-
perity.
He expressed these

views while addressing a
certificate distribution cer-
emony for students who
completed a training
course at the Gem and
Geological Institute of
Pakistan

The event was also
addressed by Nauman

Bashir, Director of the
Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP), and  Shakil

Waheedullah, member of
the Board of Governors
and a well-known exporter.

Governor Kundi urged
the federal government
and the Special Investment
Facilitation Council
(SIFC) to focus more on
the gemstone and minerals
sector in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Referring to the recent
Mines and  Minerals
Conference held in
Pakistan, he stressed that
this province deserves
greater attention. “The

institute is currently oper-
ating from a rented build-
ing, which must be
replaced with a permanent
facility,” he said, also criti-
cizing the existing ban on
gemstone exports as unjust
to the province.

“How can we achieve
prosperity if exports are
blocked?” he questioned,
adding that he is in contact
with the Prime Minister’s
Office on the issue.

The Governor said that
if Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
were provided even 50
percent of the necessary
facilities in the minerals
sector, the results would be
astonishing. He called on
the federal government not
to neglect the province’s
gemstone and geological
sectors, underlining the
importance of law and
order and proper resources
for success.

He lauded the institute’s
efforts, saying it is deliver-
ing exemplary  work
despite limited resources,
and assured full support in
resolving its issues.

He also pledged to
speak with the Chairperson
of NAVTTC National
Vocational and Technical
Training Commission for
additional support.

Congratulating the
graduating students, the
Governor said their poten-
tial to contribute meaning-

fully to the province’s eco-
nomic growth.

Earlier, TDAP Director
Nauman Bashir welcomed
the Governor to the insti-
tute, remarking that this
was the first time in 25
years that a sitting gover-
nor had visited, a move

expected  to further
strengthen the institute’s
performance. General

Manager Naveed Masood
briefed the Governor, say-
ing that over 5,000 stu-
dents had graduated from
the institute and are now
working in gemstone cut-
ting, trading, and exports.

He said the institute
aims to use modern tech-
nology to prevent the
wastage of precious stones
and transform them into
attractive and useful prod-
ucts for both local and
international markets.

The institute, he added,
is playing a dual role pro-
viding employment and
preserving cultural her-
itage linked to gemstones.

Shakil Waheedullah
praised Governor Kundi’s
commitment and visit,
calling it a sign of his gen-
uine dedication to the
province.

The Governor was also
given a tour of various
departments of the institute
and personally handed cer-
tificates to the graduating
students.

Miss Pakistan visits
Hamza Foundation

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Miss
Pakistan and UNICEF
Ambassador, Miss Dua,
visited the Hamza
Foundation Welfare
Thalassemia Center and
Blood Transfusion Services
in  Peshawar, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, today.

Miss Dua, accompanied
by her team, was warmly
welcomed by [jaz Ali

Khan, Chairman of the
Hamza Foundation. During
the visit, ljaz Khan provid-

ed a comprehensive brief-
ing on the various welfare
services offered by the
organization, highlighting
its ongoing efforts in the
treatment and support of
Thalassemia and
Hemophilia patients.

Miss Pakistan toured the
different departments of the
center and personally met
with young patients and
their families. In a heartfelt
gesture, she distributed
gifts among the children
undergoing treatment,
bringing smiles and encour-
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agement to many.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Miss Dua praised the
dedication and impact of
the Hamza Foundation,
applauding its vital role in
providing free medical care
and blood transfusion serv-
ices to those in need.

Her visit served as a
source of motivation for
patients, families, and staff
alike, reinforcing the
importance of compassion-
ate care and sustained sup-
port for individuals affected
by blood disorders.

Police Khyber Ali Shah warned of external monsoon rains forecasted
Pakhtunkhwa Zulfiqar threats aimed at destabiliz- to lash the region from June
Hameed, Commissioner ing the country from within. 25 to July 1, 2025.
@ [ [
Ceasefire: A Pause or a strategic reset by India?
[ ] (]
Dr Air Commodore (retd) B Intelligence (AI), and project- son, India ended up introducing rationale for accepting the weight of negative perception. moment of truth may come in

Naveed Khaliq Ansaree

HE May 2025 failed
Tlndian military intimi-

dation of Pakistan that
lasted four days, ended in a
US-brokered and uncomfort-
able ceasefire at the request of
India. In a volatile region like
South Asia, the term ceasefire
can be construed not just a
diplomatic nicety or delicacy;
it can be a chess move too.
Following the high-tension
clash of military forces, which
saw the Indian Air Force
(IAF) not only face setbacks
at all levels of the conflict but
also ground in the narrative
and dialectic of opposing
wills. The hasty de-escalation
between India and Pakistan
has prompted both respite
and incredulity. Was this
ceasefire a calculated step
toward stability in the region,
or is it a strategic-pause that
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IAF needed to regroup, recal-
ibrate, and reclaim the hon-
our that it had lost in the skies
of South Asia?

The four-day conflict wasn't
just a tactical and operational
failure, rather it was a dark
chapter and symbolic blow to
the IAF, a force that had spent
almost a decade modernising
fleets, integrating Artificial

ing itself as a modern air power
and net-security-provider in the
region. It revealed that hard-
ware and media-highlights do
not replace doctrinal-tenets,
operational-cohesion and bat-
tlefield-precision. The military
volley of shock and awe cost
India loss of professional pride
in the comity of modern air
forces. Having lost six of IAF's
combat aircraft including three
flagship Rafales, theS-400 air
defence system, multimillion
dollar Israeli drones, and con-
trol over the skies, India was
unable to withstand the might,
discipline and tactical brilliance
of PAF's full-spectrum Multi
Domain Operations as indoctri-
nated by the Chief of the Air
Staff Pakistan Air Force, Air
Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed
Baber Sidhu.

The ceasefire may not hold
long.  Unfortunately, in its
attempt to teach Pakistan a les-

an undesired new normal for the
application of military instru-
ment, and precariously lower-
ing the threshold of a hot war
with Pakistan. A small false-
flag, foreign-sponsored or
home-grown terrorist incident
could act as a trigger point for
an all-out war between the two
nuclear neighbours. And also,
on the pretext of a small terror-
ist incident, India may get incit-
ed to seize the opportunity to
reclaim the lost honour.
Against this backdrop, the
ceasefire agreement renewed
between India and Pakistan in
June 2025 is riddled with strate-
gic ambiguity. There were no
major peace talks, no back-
channel diplomacy, no India's
renunciation of unilateral sus-
pension of the Indus Water
Treaty that had stood the test of
several full-fledged wars and
eye-ball to eye-ball military
standoffs. For Pakistan, the

ceasefire is clearer: genuine
desire to promote peace, a frag-
ile economy, and securing
good-will in the international
community particularly with
the key allies like China and the
Gulf states. But for India, par-
ticularly its military establish-
ment, the motivation to accept
discomforting ceasefire from
the position of weakness is
more layered. Could this cease-
fire be less about the peace and
more about time; a recouping
space for the IAF to step back,
evaluate the lost air battle, fix
doctrinal and training fault
lines, and silently prepare for
the next round with a firmer
grip to reclaim the lost pride?
Honour in the military sense
isn't only about pride; it
includes competence, credibili-
ty, and public perception. The
IAF, despite being one of the
most professionally-skilled air
forces in the region, knows the

The post-Pulwama embarrass-
ment had set a high bar for the
IAF for the operational per-
formance and strategic messag-
ing that led to the trumpeted
induction of flagship fighter air-
craft "Rafales"; the post-
Phalgam debacle delivered con-
fusion adding insult to the pro-
fessional injury. Since then,
intelligence and surveillance
suggest that the IAF has been
working inaudibly on several
areas: enhancing real-time bat-
tlefield data links, fixing com-
mand chain disruptions, hurried
induction of military equipment
and refining jointness with
other services. There is also talk
of reassessing doctrinal flexibil-
ity, and extending tactical com-
manders a greater freedom of
decision-making in a dynamic
battlespace.

In my opinion, the shadow of
the next crisis is still looming
large over South Asia. That next

the form of another terror
attack, a drone incursion, or a
Ukrainian style sabotage action.
When the moment arrives, the
real test will be whether the
IAF's current period of silence
was indeed a strategic pause or
merely a retreat from embar-
rassment. Ceasefires are rarely
about peace in South Asia; they
are about repositioning and
silence before the storm. The
IAF may have lost a battle for
narrative-control in May 2025,
it hasn't loss the will. IAF may
use the time-out to reflect,
reform, or re-strategise; proving
this ceasefire wasn't a guised-
surrender, but the prelude to the
restoration and reclamation of
the pride lost in the skies of
South Asia.

The writer is a Director at
the Centre for Aerospace &
Security Studies (CASS),
Lahore. He can be reached at
info @casslhr.com
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University of
Gujrat meeting

GUIJRAT (APP): A spe-
cial meeting of the
University of Gujrat
(UoG) was held at
Hafiz Hayat Campus
under the chairmanship
of Vice Chancellor Prof
Dr Zahoor ul Haq to
review measures aimed
at improving the univer-
sity’s national and inter-
national ranking. The
meeting brought togeth-
er faculty deans, depart-
ment heads, and senior
administrative officials
to discuss strategic aca-
demic and research pri-
orities. Addressing the
participants, the vice
chancellor emphasized
the crucial role of facul-
ty in fostering academic
excellence, enhancing
research output, and
guiding students toward
competitive scholarship
opportunities. He
underscored the impor-
tance of high-quality
teaching, practical
training, and impactful
publications as essential
components for institu-
tional growth. Senior
academic Dr Fayyaz
Ahmed presented a
detailed report on pre-
vailing research trends
and comparative analy-
sis.

Proclaimed

offender held

LODHRAN (APP): The
Crime Control
Department (CCD)
claimed to have appre-
hended a most wanted
proclaimed  offender
during an intelligence-
based operation. The
accused, Muhammad
Shaukat, had killed a
man, Muharram Baloch
in Kundi Phatak area,
three years ago over an
old enmity. According to
a CCD spokesman, the
accused was wanted to
the City Police Station
Lodhran in two serious
cases, including murder
and attempt to murder.

Dera Police

arrest three

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): In a major step
against criminal activi-
ties, the Band Korai
Police of Dera Ismail
Khan arrested three sus-
pects and seized a quan-
tity of drugs and illegal
firearms during success-
ful operations.
According to the police
spokesman, The opera-
tions were carried out
under the supervision of
District Police Officer
Sajjad Ahmad
Sahabzada, as part of the
police department’s
ongoing and indiscrimi-
nate crackdown on crime
across the district. SP
Paharpur Muhammad
Irfan Khan and DSP
Paharpur Noor Haider
Khan led the efforts, in
collaboration with SHO
Zeeshan Igbal of Band
Korai Police Station.
During the operation,
police arrested Jan Wali,
son of Haji Mardan, a
resident of Kach, and
recovered 230 grams of
crystal meth (ice) from
his possession. Another
suspect, Imran, son of
Sahib Jan resident of
Girsal, was taken into
custody for possession
of a 30-bore pistol along
with ammunition. In a
separate raid,
Muhammad  Rizwan,
son of Muhammad
Ramzan, resident of
Girsal, was apprehended
with a 12-bore repeater
and ammunition. All
three suspects were
arrested on the spot, and
formal cases have been
registered against them
in accordance with the
law. The Dera Ismail
Khan Police reiterated
their resolve to continue
such operations without
discrimination, ensuring
safety and rule of law in
the region.

Congo fever

awareness

SARGODHA (APP):
The livestock depart-
ment is continuing a
public awareness cam-
paign to avoid Congo
fever as per advisory
issued by the Punjab
government. “The
guidelines about safety
measures are being con-
veyed to farmers, butch-
ers and people through
radio programmes and
newspapers on daily
basis,” said Additional
Director Livestock
Tanveer klyar while talk-

ing to APP.
£ J
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Pakistan came into
being to remain
forever: Aftab

F.P. Report

KOHAT: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Law and Parliamentary
Affairs  Aftab  Alam
Advocate has said that
Pakistan came into exis-
tence in the name of La
Ilaha Illallah and Insha
Allah this country will
remain forever. The enemy
is using the biggest weapon
to destroy this country by
creating division between
us in the name of Sunni and
Shia, but Insha Allah we
will not allow this conspir-
acy of the enemy to suc-
ceed under any circum-
stances with mutual agree-
ment and unity.

He expressed these
views while addressing the
Grand Divisional Aman
Jirga held at Kohat Police
Club on Tuesday in con-
nection with the peaceful
holding of Muharram-ul-
Haram.

Chief Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Shahab Ali
Shah, members of the
National Assembly,
Shahryar Afridi, Hameed
Hussain and Yousuf Khan,

members of the Provincial
Assembly  Shafi  Jan,
Aurangzeb Orakzai and Ali
Hadi, IGP Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Zulfigar
Hameed, Commissioner
Kohat Division Syed
Motasim Billah Shah, DIG
Kohat Abbas Majeed
Marwat, former Chief
Justice Syed Ibne Ali and
Sunni and Shia Ulema and
elders also addressed the
jirga and assured their full
cooperation and role for
the peaceful conduct of
Muharram-ul-Haram.

On this occasion, GOC

9-Div Kohat  Major
General  Zulfigar Ali
Bhatti, Deputy

Commissioners and DPOs
of Kohat, Kurram, Orakzai
and Hangu districts, and
Sunni and Shia Ulema and
elders of these districts
were also present.

The Law Minister said
that it is necessary to be
wary of the enemy in this
era of social media and our
youth should not fall under
its negative propaganda.
He said, if we remain unit-
ed and play our due role
properly, there is no reason

why these handful of mis-
chievous elements can suc-
ceed in their nefarious
objectives. He added that
peace is a basic need for
the development and pros-

perity of any region. He

said that Allah Almighty
has blessed this region with
minerals like oil and gas
and there is also the capac-
ity to build hydropower
here, the only need is peace
and if there is peace, then
InshaAllah, industry will
also flourish here and
unemployment can be con-
trolled.

Aftab Alam said that this
land of Pakistan is in the
eyes of the antichrist forces
and they are waiting to
harm it in one or the other
way. He said that by the
grace and generosity of
Allah Almighty, the coun-
try's defense is in the
strong hands, otherwise
today we would have been
number one from Iran. He
said that it is the high time
to stand against the oppres-
sor and adopt the philoso-
phy of Hussain (RA) for
the bright future of the next
generation.

Voter awareness program
in D.I.Khan

-

conducted

| -

F.P. Report

D.ILKHAN: A voter aware-
ness program was conduct-
ed at Apex Institute of
Medical Sciences, Dera
Ismail Khan on Tuesday by

the  District  Election
Commissioner Office
D.I.LKhan Abdul Rauf

Khan. The objective of the
session was to educate stu-
dents about the value of
voting, the concept of
democracy, and the impor-
tant role youth can play in
strengthening the demo-
cratic system.

=

The District Election
Commissioner informed
the students that democracy
is a system where people
elect their representatives
through voting. It gives
every citizen the right to
participate in decision-
making. Each vote is
important and makes a dif-
ference in shaping the
country's future.

Students  were also
encouraged to understand
their responsibility as
future voters. They were
told that youth are the back-
bone of a nation, and their

—

participation in the elec-
toral process can bring real
and positive change.

The session included
discussion on how to regis-
ter as a voter, the role of
CNIC, and how to check
one's name in the voter list.
The session was interac-
tive, and students asked
questions related to voting
and elections.

Approximately 100 stu-
dents attended the program.
The students showed keen
interest and expressed will-
ingness to register and vote
in future elections.

Bugti directs to expand
ongoing cleanliness drive

QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on

Tuesday directed that the
ongoing cleanliness cam-
paign under the “Safa
Quetta Program” should be
expanded and be made
more effective it for
increasing of beautification
of the Quetta City.

He said that the cam-
paign against encroach-
ments in the city and its
surroundings should be fur-
ther accelerated and this
process should be complet-
ed without any pressure,
recommendation or conces-
sion.

He expressed these
views while chairing a
meeting at the Chief
Minister ~ Secretariat  to
review the performance of
the “Safa Quetta Program”.

Comprehensive meas-
ures were decided for the
beautification, cleanliness,
drainage and elimination of
encroachments of the
provincial capital Quetta in
the meeting.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir
Khan, Additional Chief
Secretary Development and
Planning Hafiz Abdul
Basit, Principal Secretary

Babar Khan, Secretary
Finance Imran Zarkoon,
Commissioner Quetta

Division Hamza Shafqat,
Head of Public Private
Partnership Authority Dr.
Faisal Khan, senior offi-
cials of Metropolitan
Corporation and related
departments.

It was decided in the
meeting that an effective

operation against encroach-
ments would be launched
across the city.

On this occasion, the
Chief  Minister also
approved the appointment
of magistrates to ensure
strict implementation of
municipal laws.

Briefing the meeting,
Commissioner Quetta
Hamza Shafqat said that all
government lands, proper-
ties and properties under
the control of encroach-
ment mafias, the identifica-
tion of the encroachments
has been completed, and
action has been initiated
against them.

The Chief Minister
ordered that the ongoing
cleanliness campaign under
the “Safa Quetta Program”
would be expanded and be
made more effective.

-
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KOHAT: Commissioner Kohat Division Syed Motasim Billah Shah chairing a high-level meeting on
the need, importance and usefulness of the use of helmets and seat belts.

Tragic road
accident
claims lives
of tourist

couple

KAGHAN (APP): At least
two persons on Tuesday
lost their lives while a
minor survived miraculous-
ly in a heart-rending acci-
dent in the picturesque
Kaghan Valley as a tourist
family from Attock met
with a tragic accident fate
when their vehicle skidded
oft the road and plunged
hundreds of feet into a deep
ravine.

Accordig to the police
sources, the husband and
wife died on the spot, while
their young child miracu-
lously survived the horrific
crash, albeit with injuries.
The injured child was
immediately shifted to a
nearby hospital by rescue
teams.

The eyewitnesses and
rescue officials told to the
media that the vehicle lost
control while navigating a
sharp curve on a mountain-
ous road near the Kaghan
area. Rescue 1122, along
with local volunteers, con-
ducted a challenging opera-
tion to retrieve the bodies
from the fast-flowing
stream below. The scene
was deeply distressing,
leaving locals and tourists
shaken and tearful.

This tragic incident is
the latest in a series of road
accidents that have marred
the current tourism season
in Kaghan and Naran val-
leys. Earlier this year, a
similar mishap occurred
near Batakundi when a van
carrying tourists from
Karachi veered off the road
and tumbled into a gorge,

resulting in the death of |’

three people, including a
child.

Another recent accident
near Jalkhad saw a car
overturned due to over-
speeding on a wet, slippery
road, causing multiple
injuries.

Despite the local admin-
istration implementing
safety measures including
increased patrolling, instal-
lation of warning signs, and
public awareness cam-
paigns the number of acci-
dents continues to rise.

The Kaghan Devel-
opment Authority (KDA)
and district administration
have reiterated their appeal
to visitors to exercise
extreme caution, especially
while navigating steep
slopes and blind turns.
They have also called for
stricter enforcement of road
safety protocols and possi-
bly restricting access to
certain high-risk routes
during inclement weather.

As the tourism season
reaches its peak, this latest
tragedy serves as a grim
reminder of the unpre-
dictable dangers posed by
mountain travel and the
pressing need for responsi-
ble tourism practices.
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CHITRAL: Female visitors taking interest in on display items at Heritage Museum Laspur.

Shutter down announced
by traders in Malakand

F.P. Report

LOWER DIR: Traders’
organizations, political
parties, and civil society
in Malakand Division
have united in strong
opposition to the federal
government’s proposal to
impose a 10 percent sales
tax in the region, which
has long held tax-exempt
status. In protest, a com-
plete shutter-down strike
has been announced for
Wednesday (today),
across all districts of the
division.

Addressing a press
conference at Timergara
Press Club on Tuesday,
leaders of the traders’
community including
Anjuman-e-Tajiran
Timergara President Haji
Anwaruddin, General
Secretary Laiq Zada, Zaib
City Center President
Syed Zahir Shah, and
Mobile Union President
Syed Nasir Shah, along
with others, declared that

markets across Lower
Dir, Swat, Buner, Upper
Dir, Chitral, Bajaur,

Shangla, and Malakand
would remain fully closed
on Wednesday (today).

The trader leaders
rejected the proposed tax-
ation, warning that if the
federal government does
not reverse its decision, a
wheel-jam strike will be
the next step. They
termed the move uncon-
stitutional, recalling that
Malakand Division was
officially declared a tax-
free zone. They alleged
that the imposition of
taxes would damage local
industries and Dbenefit
industrialists from other
provinces.

The Mobile Phone
Dealers Association also
voiced concern, urging
the government to refrain
from imposing any taxes
in Malakand. They said
such decisions would
severely impact small
businesses already strug-

gling due to inflation and
slow economic activity.
Meanwhile, Jamaat-e-
Islami Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (North)
chief Inayatullah Khan, in
a statement issued here on
Tuesday, condemned both
the federal and provincial
budgets, saying they had
made life unbearable for
the masses. He said
excessive taxation and
inflation had broken the
back of the poor. He espe-
cially criticized the newly
introduced tax on solar
energy, calling it an anti-
people measure and
vowed that JI would
launch a strong public
movement against it.
Inayatullah declared
that his party would not
accept the imposition of
any form of tax in
Malakand Division.
“Jamaat-e-Islami, along-
side the people, will resist
this unjust decision and
demand its immediate
withdrawal,” he stated.

Officials of ECP organize

F.P. Report

TANK: A voter awareness
program was conducted
with students held at
Govt. Shaheed Sher
Nawaz Centennial Model
High School No. 1 by the
officials of the District
Election Commissioner
(DEC), Tank.

The session aimed to

74

[
educate students about
the value of voting,
democracy, and the cru-
cial role youth play in
strengthening the demo-
cratic system.Key high-
lights included:-
Understanding the elec-
toral process in Pakistan-
Importance of voting in
decision-making, regis-
tering as voters and veri-

session

i
fying voter lists and the
impact of youth participa-
tion in shaping the coun-
try's future.

The interactive session
encouraged students to
take ownership of their
responsibilities as future
voters, emphasizing that
every vote matters and
can bring positive
change.

Tech Vision Final Year Project Expo
Minister visits

UET Mardan

F.P. Report

MARDAN: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister
for Higher Education,
Meena Khan Afridi has
said that the provincial
government is utilizing
all available resources to
promote higher educa-
tion, especially in engi-
neering and technology.
Speaking at the “Tech
Vision Final Year Project

Expo” held at the
University of
Engineering and
Technology (UET)

Mardan here on Tuesday
Mr. Meena Khan Afridi
claimed that the provin-
cial government  of
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
had significantly
increased the higher edu-
cation budget from Rs1.9
billion during the care-
taker setup to Rs10 bil-
lion in the recently
announced  provincial
budget.

He emphasized the
need for universities to
move beyond traditional
engineering and focus on

emerging fields such as
Artificial  Intelligence
(AI) and Cybersecurity,
which align with modern
global demands and as
per the vision of Imran
Khan’s leadership.

On the occasion, the
expo showcased 66 proj-
ects by final-year stu-
dents and featured partic-
ipation from 30 indus-
tries.

Afridi visited all stalls,
interacting with students
and learning about their
innovations. The Best
Project Award  was
secured by the Civil
Engineering Department.

In a significant devel-
opment, Afridi also inau-
gurated the newly estab-
lished Center for
Artificial  Intelligence
and a 200-kilowatt solar
power system installed
by the university.

He termed the AI
Center a milestone in
Pakistan’s technological

advancement.
Minister Afridi praised
the efforts of UET

Mardan’s students and

faculty, expressing his
admiration for the cre-
ativity and potential dis-
played in the projects. He
highlighted the impor-
tance of industry-acade-
mia linkages for job cre-
ation and innovation-
driven public services.
Afridi also distributed
a Rs.30,000 cash prize to
each student project pre-
sented at the expo and
Rs20,000 cash awards for
the best ideas.
Addressing the cere-
mony, Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Gul Muhammad
urged engineering stu-
dents to pursue entrepre-
neurship instead of mere-
ly seeking jobs, stating
that they should con-
tribute to the country by
creating employment
opportunities for others.
The Vice Chancellor
Dr. Gul Muhammad pre-
sented commemorative
shields to  Minister
Meena Khan Afridi and
Director  General of
Science and Technology
Sajid Khan during the
closing ceremony.
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Pro-Palestinian protest
leader details 104 days
spent in US custody

NEW YORK (AFP):
Mahmoud Khalil, one of
the most prominent leaders
of pro-Palestinian protests
on US campuses, recount-
ed his experience surviv-
ing 104 days in
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement  detention
after being targeted for
deportation by the Trump
administration.

"I shared a dorm with
over 70 men, absolutely no
privacy, lights on all the
time," the 30-year-old said
on the steps of Columbia
University, where he was a
graduate student. Khalil, a
legal permanent resident in
the United States who is
married to an American
citizen and has a US-born
son, had been in custody
since March facing poten-
tial removal proceedings.

He was freed from a fed-
eral immigration detention

center in Jena, Louisiana,
hours after a judge ordered
his release on bail. The
activist was a figurehead of
student protests at
Columbia University
against US ally Israel's war
in Gaza, and the adminis-
tration of Donald Trump
labeled him a national
security threat. "It's so nor-
mal in detention to see men
cry," Khalil recalled, deem-
ing the situation "horren-
dous" and "a stain on the
US Constitution." "I spent
my days listening to one
tragic story after another:
listening to a father of four
whose wife is battling can-
cer, and he's in detention,"
Khalil detailed in his first
protest appearance since
regaining his freedom. "I
listened to a story of an
individual who has been in
the United States for over
20 years, all his children

are American,
deported.”

The circumstances of
the detention were tough,
Khalil described, and he
took solace where he could
find it to gain the strength
to carry on. "It is often
hard to find patience in
ICE detention,"” Khalil
said. "The center is crowd-
ed with hundreds of people
who are told that their
existence is illegal, and not
one of us knows when we
can go free. "At those
moments, it was remem-
bering a specific chant that
gave me strength : 'I
believe that we will win,""
he continued, to cheers
from the audience. Khalil
said he even scratched the
phrase into his detention
center bunk bed as a
reminder, being the last
thing he saw when he went
to sleep and the first thing

yet he's

he read waking up in the
morning.

He repeats it even now,
"knowing that I have won
in a small way by being
free today." Khalil took
specific aim at the site of
his speech, Columbia
University, chastising the
institution for saying "that
they want to protect their
international students,
while over 100 (days)
later, I haven't received a
single call from this uni-
versity." Khalil's wife
Noor Abdalla, who gave
birth to their son while her
husband was held by ICE,
said his "voice is stronger
now than it has ever been."
"One day our son will
know that his father did
not bow to fear. He will
know that his father stood
up when it was hardest,
and that the world stood
with him," Abdalla said.

Syria announces arrests over
Damascus church attack

DAMASCUS (AFP):
Syrian authorities
announced arrests over a
suicide blast targeting a
church blamed on the
Islamic State group, as
President Ahmed al-Sharaa
vowed those involved in
the "heinous" attack would
face justice.

The shooting and sui-
cide bombing at the Saint
Elias church in the work-
ing-class Dwelaa district of
the Syrian capital killed 25
people and wounded 63,
the health ministry said.
The Islamist authorities
who took power after oust-
ing longtime ruler Bashar
al-Assad in December said
the attacker was affiliated
with the Islamic State
group, which has not yet
claimed the attack.

The interior ministry
reported the arrest of "a
number of  criminals
involved in the attack" and
the seizure of explosive
devices and a booby-
trapped motorcycle during
a security operation near
Damascus "against cells
affiliated with the Daesh
(IS) terrorist group". The
announcement came hours
after Sharaa vowed author-
ities would "work night
and day, mobilising all our
specialised security agen-
cies, to capture all those

who participated in and
planned this heinous crime
and bring them to justice".
The attack follows inci-
dents of sectarian violence
in recent months, with
security one of the greatest
challenges for the new
authorities.

The attack "reminds us
of the importance of soli-
darity, and unity of the
government and the people
in facing all that threatens
our nation's security and
stability", Sharaa said. The
attack was the first suicide
bombing in a church in
Syria since the country's
civil war erupted in 2011,
according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights monitor. It was also
the first attack of its kind
in the Syrian capital since
Assad's ouster.

During a visit to the
stricken church, Greek
Orthodox Patriarch of
Antioch John X said a
funeral service for some of
the victims would be held
on Tuesday. He told clergy
and other faithful that
"what happened is painful,
but do not be afraid". AFP
correspondents saw shops
closed in Dwelaa while
people  posted  death
notices onto walls. Since
the new authorities took
power, the international

community has repeatedly
urged them to protect
minorities and ensure their
participation in Syria's
transition, particularly
after the recent violence.
The top cleric of Syria's
Sunni Muslim majority,
Grand Mufti Osama al-
Rifai, condemned acts of
violence and terrorism in a
statement. "We express our
complete rejection of tar-
geting places of worship
and terrorising believers,"
he said. Foreign condem-
nation of the attack has
continued to pour in.
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said Turkey
would not allow extremists
to drag Syria back into
chaos and instability, vow-
ing that Ankara would
"continue to support the
Syrian government's fight
against terrorism". Turkey,
which is close to the new
authorities, has repeatedly
offered its operational and
military support to fight IS
and other militant threats.
French President
Emmanuel Macron also
denounced the "horrible"
attack, while the European
Union said it "stands in
solidarity" with Syria in
combating ethnic and reli-
gious violence. "It is a
grave reminder of the need
to intensify efforts against

the terrorist threat and to
ensure the enduring defeat
of Daesh and other terror-
ist organisations," EU for-
eign policy spokesperson
Anouar El Anouni said,
using another name for IS.
Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis
expressed anger after the
attack on the Greek
Orthodox Church, calling
on the new authorities "to
take concrete measures to
protect all ethnic and reli-
gious minorities". UN resi-
dent and humanitarian
coordinator for  Syria
Adam Abdelmoula urged
authorities to take "all nec-
essary steps to ensure the
protection of civilians",
saying there was "no room
for violence and extrem-
ism".

Syria's Christian com-
munity has shrunk from
around one million before
the war to fewer than
300,000 due to waves of
displacement and emigra-
tion. IS seized large
swathes of Syrian and Iraqi
territory in the early years
of the civil war, declaring a
cross-border "caliphate" in
2014. The jihadists were
territorially defeated in
Syria 2019 but have main-
tained a presence, particu-
larly in the country's vast
desert.

With missiles overhead, Tel Aviv
residents huddle underground

TEL AVIV (AFP): As night
falls in Israel's coastal city
of Tel Aviv, hundreds make
the familiar descent into the
depths of the metro to
escape the latest salvo of
Iranian missiles. For those
with no safe shelters near
their homes, the city's
underground stations and
car parks have become vital
refuges since the war began
on June 13.

Despite nightly missile
barrages, Israel's casualty
toll has remained relatively
low, with authorities
repeatedly stressing the
importance of taking cover
in life-saving protected
spaces.

"The day after the Israeli
intervention in Iran began,
there was an explosion, a
bomb not far from my
home, and the entire shelter
I was in shock," Muriel
Azria, 58, who works in
tourism, told AFP in a Tel
Aviv metro station. She
arrives  prepared every

evening with her suitcase
and her dog, ready for a
night on her council-pro-
vided mattress set up on the
platform.  "From  the
moment I enter the subway,
which is magnificent, I
calm down," she said. "It's
not very comfortable, but at
least I'm not afraid, we hear
much less booming."

"There are people,
everyone is generally very
nice," she told AFP. "All
these children here, all this
mess, and it's really cold
and not so comfortable. But
what other choice do we
have? Where will we go?"
she asked, stifling a sob.
More than 60 percent of
Israelis do not have a safe
shelter at home, according
to the NGO Latet, which
distributes emergency Kkits,
food parcels and children's
games to the most vulnera-
ble families.

"I'm very nervous but I
need to be strong for my
child," said 48-year-old

Erlenn Solomon, who has
slept every night in an
underground station since
the start of the conflict. "As
a mom, you need to be
strong." Israel's economic
hub Tel Aviv has been par-
ticularly targeted by Iran's
missiles since the start of
the conflict on June 13. The
full extent of the damage
from Iran's attacks on Israel
is not known due to mili-
tary censorship rules, but at
least 50 impacts have been
acknowledged nationwide
and 24 people have died,
according to official fig-
ures.

Once a rare sight in a
country with highly sophis-
ticated air defences, Israelis
have now become some-
what used to waking up to
images of blown-out build-
ings and rubble-strewn
streets.

As well as the metro,
some have sought shelter
from the bombing in the
depths of underground car

parks. "It's terrible. I've had
some moments where I've
told my parents I don't want
to do this anymore, I want
to go home, back to the
apartment where we live
close," said Maya Papirany,
27, speaking four storeys
below ground. "Then they
remind me of the dangers
of not being down here,"
she added. Some sit in plas-
tic chairs while others lie in
sleeping bags with their
eyes glued to their phones
to follow the situation
above ground.

Papirany now sleeps
alongside her mother and
children on a mattress on
the floor of a car park lined
with tents. Beside her, a
young girl sleeps soundly.
"They're not scared of the
bombs. I think they're too
young to really understand
what's going on, and they
don't really understand the
seriousness of it, so they
think it's, like, a fun game,"
she said.

North Korea condemns US strike on
Iran as violation of sovereign rights

SEOUL (Reuters): North
Korea said it strongly con-
demns the US strikes against
Iranian nuclear facilities as a
grave violation of a sover-
eign state's security interests
and territorial rights, the
North's state media reported.

The United States and
Israel are the culprits of the
current tensions in the
Middle East born out of
Jerusalem's "ceaseless war
moves and territorial expan-
sion" accepted and encour-
aged by the West," North
Korea's foreign ministry
said. "(North Korea) strong-
ly denounces the attack on
Iran by the US which ... vio-
lently trampled down the

territorial integrity and secu-
rity interests of a sovereign
state," the unnamed
spokesperson said in a state-
ment carried by KCNA
news agency.

"The just international
community should raise the
voice of unanimous censure
and rejection against the US
and Israel's confrontational
acts," the statement said.
Iran and nuclear-armed
North Korea have main-
tained friendly ties and have
been suspected for decades
of military cooperation
including in developing bal-
listic missiles. A now-
defunct panel of experts
monitoring UN sanctions

said in 2021 that the two
countries had resumed coop-
eration on long-range mis-
sile development projects,
including the transfer of crit-
ical parts.

"Pyongyang could pro-
vide important assistance in
helping Iran reconstitute
destroyed missile production
facilities, including at new
sites to avoid scrutiny, per-
haps," said Ankit Panda, of

the US-based Carnegie
Endowment for
International Peace.
Whether either country

would be interested in sub-
stantively cooperating on
any efforts to rebuild or
accelerate Iran's nuclear

weapons programme is less
certain, given the political
and military sensitivities
over such technology, he
said. "There are certain mat-
ters pertaining to weapons
design that the North
Koreans would not want to
proliferate because once in
Iran, they could be discov-
ered by the United States
and potentially assist the US
in undermining its deter-
rent," Panda said. However,
Pyongyang has substantive
experience in weaponisation
and could be able to assist in
the non-fissile components
of a nuclear bomb, such as
the conventional explosives,
he added.
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LONDON, ENGLAND: Former Mayor of New York, Michael R. Bloomberg speaks du

ng the

"Leading with Impact'' event, as part of London Climate Action Week at Bloomberg London on
Tuesday in London, England.

Starmer and
Zelenskiy
agree
military
production
project

LONDON (Reuters):
Volodymyr Zelenskiy and
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer announced a new
defence co-production ini-
tiative during a short visit
by the Ukrainian president
to London to discuss his
country's defence against
Russia.

The two leaders
announced the deal in the
garden  of  Starmer's

Downing Street residence,
where they also met
Ukrainian troops being
trained in Britain. "I'm real-
ly proud that this afternoon,
we're able to announce an
industrial military co-pro-
duction agreement - the
first of its kind so far as
Ukraine and the UK are
concerned - which will be a
massive step forward now
in the contribution that we
can continue to make,"
Starmer said.

Speaking alongside
Starmer, Zelenskiy said the
deal would help strengthen
both nations, as he thanked
Britain for its support in the
war against Russia. The
agreement to share battle-
field technology would
boost Ukraine's drone pro-
duction and link up
Britain's defence industry
with the technology being
developed on the front lines
in Ukraine, Starmer's office
said in a statement. The
agreement, which covers
the next three years, comes
after the two countries set
out a 100-year partnership
to deepen security and cul-
tural ties when Starmer vis-
ited Kyiv in January. In a
readout of the meeting
between the two leaders,
Starmer's office said they
agreed that the "coalition of
the willing" - a grouping
led by Britain and France,
and not including the US -
should convene virtually in
the coming weeks to update
members on next steps.

Zelenskiy met King
Charles at Windsor Castle
where the two shook hands
for cameras on what was
their third meeting this year
and the latest gesture of
Charles', and Britain's, sup-
port for Ukraine. The
Ukrainian leader also met
the speakers of both houses
of parliament.

Prisoners'
families
dismayed

TEHRAN (AFP): An Israeli
strike on Evin prison in
Tehran was irresponsible
and put prisoners "in mortal
danger”, Noemie Kohler,
whose sister Cecile is being
held in the jail, told AFP.
Iran's judiciary said Israeli
strikes left sections of the
facility = damaged and
Israel's defence minister
confirmed the army was
targeting it. Cecile Kohler
has been held along with
her partner Jacques Paris in
Iran since May 2022 on
espionage charges their
families reject. Overall,
Iran is believed to hold
around 20 European nation-
als in what some Western
governments describe as a
strategy of hostage-taking
aimed at extracting conces-
sions from the West. Most
are held in Evin, a large,
heavily fortified complex in
the north of Tehran, notori-
ous among activists for
rights abuses.

US attacks on Iran risk
global conflict, Russia
and China warn

MOSCOW, BEIJING
(Agencies): Russia and
China have strongly con-
demned US attacks on
Iranian nuclear sites, warn-
ing they could drag the
world into a broader war
and set a dangerous inter-
national precedent. The
reactions came just hours
before Iran launched mis-
siles at the US base in

Qatar in response to
strikes.
Russian President

Vladimir Putin described
the American strikes as
"unjustified" and said they
were pushing the world
towards a perilous tipping
point. Speaking after talks
with  Iranian  Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
at the Kremlin, Putin said
Moscow would try to help
the Iranian people but
stopped short of detailing
how. "The absolutely
unprovoked  aggression
against Iran has no basis
and no justification," Putin
told Araghchi. "For our
part, we are making efforts
to assist the Iranian peo-
ple." The Chinese govern-
ment also weighed in, with
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
condemning both the
Israeli strikes on Iran and
the US bombardment of its
nuclear facilities. He said
the rationale of attacking
over '"possible future
threats" sent the wrong
signal to the world and
urged a return to diploma-
cy.
Wang called for all par-
ties to "immediately
resume dialogue and nego-

tiation", warning the esca-
lation risked destabilising
the region. Tensions have
soared in recent days, with
US  President Donald
Trump and Israeli officials
openly discussing the pos-
sibility of assassinating
Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and pushing for regime
change - moves the
Kremlin warned could
plunge the region into a
full-blown war. During the
high-level Kremlin meet-
ing, Araghchi reportedly
handed Putin a message
from Khamenei, though
the contents were not dis-
closed. A senior Iranian
source told the Reuters
news agency the letter
called for increased
Russian  support,  but
Moscow has not confirmed
receiving any such appeal.

Later, while addressing
a gathering of elite military
recruits, Putin spoke more
broadly about growing
instability. "Extra-regional
powers are also being
drawn into the conflict," he
said. "All this brings the
world to a very dangerous
line." Despite signing a 20-
year strategic pact with
Iran earlier this year,
Russia has avoided making
concrete military commit-
ments to defend Tehran,
and the agreement lacks
any mutual defence clause.
Iranian officials, speaking
anonymously to Reuters,
expressed frustration with
Moscow's perceived inac-
tion. They said Tehran felt
let down by both Russia

and China, despite repeat-
ed calls for support.

Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov
declined to say whether
Iran had asked for
weapons or military aid
but insisted Moscow's ties
with Tehran remained
strong. "Our strategic part-
nership with Iran is
unbreakable," Ryabkov
said, adding that Iran had
every right to defend itself.
Still, the Kremlin appears
wary of any move that
might provoke a direct
confrontation with
Washington, particularly
as Trump seeks to ease ten-
sions with Moscow amid
the war in Ukraine.
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said US-
Iran developments would
not affect the Russia-US
dialogue, calling them
"separate processes".
Memories of US-led wars
in the Middle East still
linger. United Nations
Security Council session,
Russia's UN envoy Vassily
Nebenzia drew compar-
isons with the 2003 Iraq
invasion. He recalled how
the US falsely claimed Iraq
held weapons of mass
destruction. "Again, we're
being asked to believe the
US's fairytales," Nebenzia
said. "This cements our
conviction that history has
taught our US colleagues
nothing." Russia, China
and Pakistan have jointly
submitted a resolution call-
ing for an immediate and
unconditional ceasefire in
the Middle East.

Son of Iran shah warns

against Khamenei

TEHRAN (AFP): Europe
and the United States
should not give a lifeline to
the Iranian leadership under
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
through talks when his rule
is "closer every day" to
ending, the son of Iran's
ousted shah told AFP.

Reza Pahlavi, formerly
crown prince and now a
key opposition figure, said
in an interview in Paris that
foreign powers had to seize
the chance of what he
termed Iran's "Berlin Wall
moment" with its leaders
weakened by days of Israeli
air strikes. "I can hardly
imagine that a regime that
is now severely diminished
in its capabilities and has
been practically humiliated
is in the mood for more
talks," he said.

He said that the Islamic
republic, whose top diplo-
mat Abbas Araghchi held
talks with European foreign
ministers in Switzerland,
had "time and time again"
been "deceitful" in negotia-
tions. "This regime is col-
lapsing... You can facilitate
that by standing this time
with them (the Iranian peo-
ple), not throwing this
regime another lifeline to
survive," said Pahlavi, 64.
"The end of the regime is
near... this is our Berlin
Wall moment," the US-
based Pahlavi added, refer-
ring to the 1989 fall of the
Berlin Wall that symbolised
the downfall of dictator-
ships in eastern Europe.
Israel has carried out 10
days of air strikes against
Iran, seeking to degrade its
nuclear and ballistics pro-

grammes, but also hitting
other targets.

The United States joined
in with unprecedented
attacks of its own, includ-
ing on the heavily-fortified
Fordo nuclear site.
Khamenei's whereabouts
are unclear and Israel has
refused to rule out killing
him. He has led the Islamic
republic since the 1989
death of Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini, who
spearheaded the 1979
Islamic revolution that
ousted Pahlavi's late father
shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi and forced the
imperial family to flee Iran.
Reza Pahlavi, without giv-
ing further details, said he
had information  that
Khamenei was under-
ground in a bunker "and
unfortunately using people
as a human shield". And he
said that he had received
"credible reports" that top
officials and members of
the supreme leader's family
were looking at ways to
flee Iran.

He also said he had
received indications from
people in the security
forces that they were will-
ing to switch sides and join
the opposition. "They are
beginning to communicate
with us from the military,
the intelligence apparatus,"
he said.

Pahlavi had announced
the creation of "formal
channel", a secure platform
to handle the "growing vol-
ume" of requests from mil-
itary, security, and police
personnel he said were
"breaking with the regime".

‘lifeline’

While Pahlavi has long
insisted he is not claiming
the Iranian throne, he reaf-
firmed he was ready "to
lead this national transi-
tion" that would take Iran to
a new era after the eventual
fall of the Islamic republic.
He said its new system
would be based on the core
principles of territorial
integrity, individual liberty
and separation of religion
and state. "The final form
of this future democracy we
seek will be for the Iranian
people to decide in a
national referendum," said
Pahlavi, the figurehead of
just one of several move-
ments opposed to the
Iranian leadership who are
notorious for bickering
among themselves.

Asked by AFP if he
would see himself as a
future president or even
king of Iran while leading
such a process, he said: "I
am stepping in to lead this
transition. I don't believe I
need a title to play that role.
The important thing is to be
someone who can galvanise
a nation." However during
his stay in Paris there is no
official  meeting  pro-
grammed with French offi-
cials. President Emmanuel
Macron has warned that to
"seek regime change in Iran
through military means"
would "lead to chaos". But
Pahlavi said he was in touch
with governments.
"Elements in my team have
been at various levels in
contact with higher level
points of contact with differ-
ent contacts in Europe and
America," he told AFP.
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Resolute
efforts
needed to
restore peace

IF the problems in the Middle East could

be solved by unilateral military actions,

there would not have been decades of
chaos in the region. That the Middle East is
always trapped in a vicious circle of violence
is inseparable from the United States' obses-
sion with leveraging its military advantages
to bring its desired 'changes' to the region.

Whether it is the Iran nuclear issue, as is the
case now, or the previous Iraq War, the Syrian
civil war or the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
whenever the international community and
regional countries have made progress toward
resolving the disputes through political means,
the US, along with its regional allies and prox-
ies, acts to change the rules of the game in a
might-makes-right direction.

For example, there is a strong international
consensus that the Iran nuclear issue should be
settled by political means, and intensive diplo-
matic endeavors have been made in that regard
— seemingly supported by the US — that
appeared to be bearing fruit until the US
pounded through them with its "Midnight
Hammer".

People have every reason to suspect that
using force to maintain long-term chaos in the
Middle East is the geostrategic purpose of the
US.

A united Middle East, occupying a pivotal
position on the world economic and political
map thanks to its resources and strategic posi-
tion, would be another important force pro-
moting multilateralism and a multipolar world,
neither of which appeals to the exceptionalist
worldview of Washington.

The history of the past few decades has con-
vinced the US that keeping the Middle East in
perpetual instability and provoking conflicts
between countries, sects and ethnic groups in
the region benefits the US' global geostrategic
layout.

From this perspective, it is not difficult to
understand why the US administration was so
determined to carry out its military action on
Saturday, ignoring the warnings of the interna-
tional community.

So it should come as no surprise to hear the
US president on Sunday raising the possibility
of enforced "regime change" in Iran, even
though senior officials in his administration
had stated a few hours earlier that this was not
something the US was interested in.

The US attacks on Iran seriously violate the
purposes and principles of the UN Charter and
international law, as well as Iran's sovereignty,
security, and territorial integrity. Yet different
administrations of the US have made it clear
that as far as the US is concerned its interests
always come before international laws and
rules, even those that it has drawn up itself in
its favor.

So the international community's condemna-
tion of the US' lawbreaking attacks on Iran has
been like water off a duck's back. Likewise,
the US has been impervious to the criticism
that its pugnacious impulsive has exacerbated
tensions in the Middle East and dealt a heavy
blow to the international nuclear nonprolifera-
tion regime, as these are not part of its agenda.

The more the US is hell-bent on interrupting
the political resolution of the Iran nuclear
issue, the more the international community
should stand firm and endeavor to realize a
political settlement.

As Chinese Ambassador Fu Cong said at an
emergency meeting of the UN Security
Council on Sunday, diplomatic means to
address the Iran nuclear issue have not been
exhausted, and there is still hope for a peaceful
solution.

Parties should stay committed to the politi-
cal settlement of the Iran nuclear issue and
work to bring it back onto the track of a polit-
ical solution through dialogue and negotiation,
with a view to reaching an agreement accept-
able to all parties.

China has called on parties concerned to
abide by international law, curb the impulse to
use force, and avoid exacerbating the conflict
and adding fuel to the fire.

Parties to the conflict should make every
effort to avoid harm to innocent civilians and
refrain from attacking civilian facilities. To
that end China has called for an immediate
ceasefire and an end to the hostilities. It stands
ready to work with the international communi-
ty to make unremitting efforts to restore peace
and stability in the Middle East.
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Peace through
power or power
without peace?

Muhammad Mohsin Igbal

HE history of
mankind is, in no
small measure, a

history of conflict and
conquest. From the dawn
of human existence, when
survival depended upon
the hunt and protection
from rival tribes, the cre-
ation and refinement of
weaponry has marched in
lockstep with the evolu-
tion of civilizations. What
began as a crude wooden
spear-such as  those
uncovered in Germany
and dating back nearly
400,000 years-gradually
transformed into instru-
ments of ever greater pre-
cision, lethality, and polit-
ical consequence.

As the tides of history
turned and man mastered
the elements, so too did his
weapons evolve. The Iron
Age, commencing around
1200 BCE, introduced the
hardened blades and steel-
forged tools that defined
the military prowess of
ancient empires-the
Assyrians, with their chari-
ots and swords, and the
Celts, known for their for-
midable metalwork, stand
as enduring symbols of that
era. With these instruments,
wars were waged not only
for defence, but for domin-
ion.

Yet it was in the East, in
ninth-century China, that

the next revolution
occurred-gunpowder. First
used in ceremonial

pyrotechnics, it did not take
long for its martial applica-
tions to be discovered. By
the fourteenth century, the
knowledge of gunpowder
had reached Europe, usher-
ing in the age of muskets,
cannons, and artillery. The
battlefield was  trans-
formed, as was the notion
of distance and destruction.
War was no longer the inti-
mate affair of blades and
shields-it had become a
mechanised, impersonal
force.

The culmination of this
technological arc came in

the twentieth century, amid
the fires of the Second
World War. It was then that
science, ambition, and fear
converged to produce the
most devastating weapon
yet conceived by man-the
atomic bomb. The United
States, under the secretive
Manhattan Project, suc-
ceeded in detonating the
world's first nuclear device
on July 16, 1945, in the
deserts of New Mexico.
That experiment, code-
named "Trinity," would
soon be followed by the
infamous bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
The cities were obliterated,
hundreds of thousands per-
ished, and the world beheld
for the first time the terrify-
ing potential of nuclear
force.

The war ended, but a
new and perilous era
began-the Cold War. The
Soviet Union, not to be out-
paced, conducted its first
nuclear test, "RDS-1," on
August 29, 1949, in the
steppes of Kazakhstan.
Thus began the arms race
between the two superpow-
ers, each viewing the other
not merely as a rival, but as
an existential threat. The
balance of terror, precari-
ous yet effective, shaped
international politics for
decades.

Other nations, too, fol-
lowed suit. The United
Kingdom tested its first
nuclear weapon in 1952,
not in its homeland but on

the remote coast of
Australia.
France, asserting its

independence in the wake
of the Suez Crisis, conduct-
ed its inaugural test in
Algeria in 1960. China, iso-
lated and hemmed in by
both the Soviet Union and
the United States, demon-
strated its capability in
1964 at Lop Nur. Each of
these powers justified their
actions in the name of secu-
rity, sovereignty, or strate-

gic parity.

India joined the nuclear
club in 1974 with its so-
called "peaceful nuclear
explosion"-the  Smiling
Buddha test. However, by
1998, any pretense of
peaceful intent was cast
aside with a series of under-
ground tests that clearly
indicated full weaponiza-
tion.  Pakistan, under
intense internal pressure
and geopolitical uncertain-
ty, responded swiftly and
decisively. On May 28,
1998, in the Chagai hills of
Balochistan, Pakistan con-
ducted its own nuclear
tests-marking its entrance
into the exclusive group of
declared nuclear powers.

Pakistan's action was not
one of provocation, but of
necessity. It was a message
of deterrence, not aggres-
sion. As the only Islamic
country to formally declare
and demonstrate nuclear
capability, Pakistan did so
with solemn responsibility,
mindful of the regional bal-
ance of power and its own
right to self-preservation.

Other nations took diver-
gent paths. North Korea,
defiant and isolated, con-
ducted its first test in 2006
and has since used its arse-
nal as a tool of diplomatic
leverage.

Israel, on the other hand,
maintains a policy of delib-
erate ambiguity, refusing to
confirm or deny its posses-
sion of nuclear weapons,
though it is widely accepted
that it has been a nuclear
power since the late 20th
century.

What remains deeply
troubling, however, is the
inconsistency with which
the world responds to
nuclear aspirations. No
state, once having crossed
the nuclear threshold, has
been forcibly disarmed.
Some have been sanc-
tioned, others diplomatical-
ly coaxed, but all have
retained their arsenals.

Except, it seems, when it
comes to Iran.

Unlike Israel, India, or
even North Korea, Iran is a
signatory to the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
and has repeatedly declared
that its nuclear ambitions
are peaceful in nature. Yet it
has faced years of econom-
ic strangulation, cyber-sab-
otage, diplomatic isolation,
and open threats of military
action. The Western world,
particularly the United
States and its allies, has
treated Iran's nuclear pro-
gramme not with the tools
of diplomacy and parity,
but with suspicion and hos-
tility.

Herein lies the contra-
diction that undermines the
very architecture of interna-
tional law and equity. Why
India's pursuit accepted,
and Israel's secrecy respect-
ed-yet Iran is singled out
for punitive treatment?

This glaring double stan-
dard is not only unjust but
dangerous. It signals to the
world that power, not prin-
ciple, governs the nuclear
order. That alliances, not
adherence, determine legit-
imacy.

In the final analysis, it is
not the possession of
nuclear weapons that
defines responsibility, but
the manner in which a state
conducts itself. Pakistan
has demonstrated restraint,
responsibility, and rational-
ity. It has not brandished its
nuclear capability for coer-
cion, nor has it used it to
threaten regional stability.
It seeks only to protect its
sovereignty-no more, no
less.

History may one day
judge not only those who
built the bomb, but those
who imposed the rules of
who may hold it. Until the
world applies its standards
with fairness, the dream of
a just and peaceful interna-
tional order shall remain,
like the mushroom cloud
itself, a shadow over the
conscience of mankind.

China's development aligns with
human future

HE advancement of
Tartiﬁcial intelligence

and automation will
likely curb job growth.
How should China address
this challenge?

To begin with, China can
leverage growing Chinese
national pride to boost the
consumption of Chinese
products, which in turn will
promote innovation and
high-quality development.
Together with non-tradition-
al jobs, such as developing
online education, to primari-
ly benefit communities liv-
ing in China's remote areas
but also people across the
world, this has the potential
to boost the country's techno-
logical advancement.

China's political system is
characterized by efficient
decision-making, which can
help better address problems.

Africa, Latin America, the
Caribbean and India need
low-carbon and low-cost
standard-of-living solutions,
which China has already
realized. The total effective
demand for housing alone
across the world is worth
$1.9 trillion, which, given its
productive capacity, trade
interests, price points and the
Belt and Road Initiative,
China can meet. No propa-
ganda can alter this fact. As a
matter of fact, China could
help reduce the "global car-
bon footprint" even as it
addresses global poverty and

housing
demand.

China can cultivate trade
in tandem with international-
ization and cultural
exchanges. Building "enter-
prise global cities" is an
effective way of inviting for-
eigners to travel and work in
China, and a means for
absorbing imports of cultural
artifacts.

Besides, China's success
on the education front should
not be allowed to go to
waste. The advancement of
education, and science and
technology can be used to
facilitate decades of econom-
ic and cultural development.

China's approach to inno-
vation, social system man-
agement, enterprise technol-
ogy and innovation city labo-
ratories could become a cur-
riculum to promote future
development. In Africa
alone, 9.5 million new class-
rooms and 9 million new
teachers will be required
between now and 2050.
That's more than $4 trillion
in infrastructure and techno-
logical/Al architecture —
plus corollary investments in
future development.

Given that China does not
use the Belt and Road
Initiative to interfere in the
internal affairs of other coun-
tries, African nations can
develop a vision to improve
the continent's future, by
removing internal trade bar-

Gilbert Morris

riers
while set-
ting prudent deal terms —
which Malaysia has shown
can be done. Also, China
may extend the BRI beyond
infrastructure development
to ensure deeper and wider
positive impacts, and use the
"Yiwu international trade
city" model of light manu-
facturing zones to reconsti-
tute trade and development
options, which is a $1 trillion
opportunity for the world's
youngest people in Africa,
Latin America, the
Caribbean and even India.

Moreover, China is under-
performing in tourism. In
2024, France recorded more
than 100 million person vis-
its — in comparison, China
records only about 60 mil-
lion foreign person visits. In
this  regard, traditional
Chinese hospitality and
(non-commercialized) rituals
could open more doors of
opportunities in tourism,
which would align with
growing cultural interests
among travelers.

The concept of a commu-
nity with shared future for
humankind highlights the
needs of people across the
world. The vision, diligence
and accomplishments
advancing China's national
rejuvenation are exactly in
line with the requirement of
the youths in the developing
world.

The investments made by
the United States and other
Western countries in devel-
oping countries have been
exploitative and extractive.
The question is whether
countries across the world,
long neglected and abused,
can examine alignment
imperatives now to strike
prudent deals with measura-
ble targets and according to
their capacities.

Kishore Mahbubani,
Singaporean scholar and for-
mer diplomat, has said that
serious thinkers, diplomats
and strategists should see
China's development as a
great spectacle of human cre-
ativity, innovation and mas-
tery. There is a Chinese prin-
ciple, tianxia, which
emerged during the transi-
tion from the Shang (c. 1600
BC-c. 1046 BC) to the Zhou
(c. 1046 BC-256 BC)
dynasty. It is a principle of
harmony among all under
heaven. Confucius infused
this concept with philosophi-
cal force — a concept that
aligns with a multipolar,
rule-based world order based
on mutual respect and
human dignity. These rubrics
are reiterated in President Xi
Jinping's speeches on nation-
al rejuvenation.

If China pursues this goal,
the world will experience its
greatest transition to a civi-
lization based on human dig-
nity and mutual respect.

Myanmar’s
sham election
planis a
dangerous ruse

Dr. Azeem Ibrahim

HE recent

announcement by

Myanmar’s junta
that it will hold national
elections in December
2025 or January 2026 is
not the sign of demo-
cratic progress it pur-
ports to be. Rather, it is
a familiar ruse, one the
military regime has
deployed before to buy
time, consolidate power,
and manipulate both
domestic and interna-
tional opinion. The
world must not be
fooled again.

Since the February
2021 coup, Myanmar has
descended into chaos.
The military’s seizure of
power dismantled a fledg-
ling democracy and
sparked widespread
resistance, pushing the
country into a protracted
civil conflict. The state of
emergency, imposed as a
pretext for the coup,
remains in effect, granti-
ng sweeping powers to
the military and silencing
opposition through brutal
repression.  Thousands
have been detained, tor-
tured, or killed. Ethnic
minorities, including the
Rohingya, continue to
face systemic violence
and displacement.
Meanwhile, the junta has
outlawed key opposition
parties, including the
National League for
Democracy, and impris-
oned its leaders, such as
Aung San Suu Kyi, on
trumped-up charges.

In this context, any
promise of an election is
farcical. An electoral
process conducted under
martial law, with political
opponents silenced and
civil liberties suspended,
cannot be deemed free or
fair. It is an insult to the

very idea of democracy.
Yet the junta’s
announcement is not

without strategic calcula-
tion. It is timed to pre-
empt growing interna-
tional isolation and to
fend off pressure from
ASEAN and other region-

must ensure that interna-
tional election observers
are involved at every
stage, from voter registra-
tion to ballot counting.
Observation cannot be
symbolic or constrained
to a few urban centers. It
must be comprehensive,
credible, and capable of
certifying the integrity of
the process. Anything less
would provide a fig leaf
for a military-engineered
outcome.

Malaysia, as ASEAN
chair, is well-placed to
lead on this issue. Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim
has shown a commend-
able willingness to speak
frankly on regional mat-
ters of justice and human
rights. His administration
should work to rally
ASEAN consensus
around a firm stance on
Myanmar’s elections.
This includes condition-
ing any engagement with
the junta on measurable
progress toward a gen-
uine democratic transi-
tion.

ASEAN’s Five Point
Consensus, adopted in
2021, remains the
region’s guiding frame-
work for resolving the
Myanmar crisis. But it
has so far failed to yield
results, largely because
the junta has ignored its
provisions with impunity.
If ASEAN does not
enforce consequences for
noncompliance, the con-
sensus becomes meaning-
less. Refusing to endorse
a sham election would be
a first step in restoring
credibility to the bloc’s
diplomacy.

The international com-
munity must also play its
part. Western govern-
ments, the UN, and multi-
lateral institutions should
issue an unequivocal
message: no recognition
of any electoral result
without a demonstrably
fair process. Targeted
sanctions should remain
in place until democratic
norms are restored. More
importantly, humanitarian

al actors. The regime aid to Myanmar must be
wants to give the appear- expanded, but channeled
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In 2010, the junta held elections while maintaining tight
control, barring credible opposition, and ensuring a
military-dominated outcome. That charade allowed for
limited normalization with the international communi-
ty, culminating in a brief democratic opening that
ended with the 2021 coup. The lesson from that period
is clear: Myanmar’s military will use any perceived
legitimacy from international recognition of elections to
strengthen its hold on power. ASEAN, under Malaysia’s
current leadership, has a unique opportunity and
responsibility to ensure that the mistakes of the past are
not repeated. As the region’s primary diplomatic bloc,
ASEAN’s stance will be critical. It must categorically
reject any election that does not meet internationally
accepted democratic standards. That means first insist-
ing on clear and enforceable preconditions before any
vote can be recognized. These include the lifting of the
state of emergency, the release of all political prisoners,
the restoration of press and civic freedoms, and the

reinstatement of banned political parties.
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ance of progress, hoping
that regional powers will
ease diplomatic pressure
and donor nations will
resume engagement. It is
a playbook the generals
have used before with
some success.

In 2010, the junta held
elections while maintain-
ing tight control, barring
credible opposition, and
ensuring a military-domi-
nated outcome. That cha-
rade allowed for limited
normalization with the
international community,
culminating in a brief
democratic opening that
ended with the 2021

coup.
The lesson from that
period is clear:

Myanmar’s military will
use any perceived legiti-
macy from international
recognition of elections to
strengthen its hold on
power.

ASEAN, under
Malaysia’s current leader-
ship, has a unique oppor-
tunity and responsibility
to ensure that the mis-
takes of the past are not
repeated. As the region’s
primary diplomatic bloc,
ASEAN’s stance will be
critical. It must categori-
cally reject any election
that does not meet inter-
nationally accepted dem-
ocratic standards.

That means first insist-
ing on clear and enforce-
able preconditions before
any vote can be recog-
nized. These include the
lifting of the state of
emergency, the release of
all political prisoners, the
restoration of press and
civic freedoms, and the
reinstatement of banned
political parties. Without
these, any electoral
process will simply be a
rubber stamp for contin-
ued military rule.

Moreover, ASEAN

through neutral, inde-
pendent  actors, not
through the junta, which
has consistently diverted
aid for its own purposes.

Finally, the National
Unity Government, ethnic
minority groups, and civil
society actors must be
included in any political
roadmap. These actors
represent the will of the
people far more than the
generals in Naypyidaw. A
sustainable future for
Myanmar cannot be built
on the exclusion of its
most representative and
resilient voices.

The stakes are high. A
fraudulent election would
not only prolong the suf-
fering of Myanmar’s peo-
ple, it could also entrench
authoritarianism in a
region already grappling
with democratic backslid-
ing. ASEAN, which has
long prided itself on the
principle of noninterfer-
ence, must recognize that
the Myanmar crisis is no
longer an internal matter.
It threatens regional sta-
bility, refugee flows, and
the integrity of ASEAN
itself.

If ASEAN and the
international community
lend even tacit legitimacy
to a rigged election, they
will be complicit in the
junta’s deception. But if
they set and enforce clear
conditions for political
inclusion and democratic
safeguards, they can help
steer Myanmar toward a
just and peaceful resolu-
tion.

Now is the time for
vigilance, not validation.
The world must not fall
for the junta’s electoral
theater. Myanmar’s peo-
ple deserve a real choice,
not another chapter of
military rule dressed up in
the trappings of
democracy.
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Trump claims a forever peace
in the land of forever war —
but it could be fleeting

O much for the
Squagmire. Donald
Trump seems to
have emerged from the

worst crisis in
America’s estrange-
ment with Iran’s

Islamic Republic with a
win.

The president leaped
on Tehran’s modest mis-
sile response Monday to
the US pounding of its
nuclear sites as a sign it
wants to end escalations.
“CONGRATULATIONS
WORLD, ITS TIME
FOR PEACE!” he posted
on Truth Social.

Trump’s exuberance
was a sign that he sees
the US involvement in
the conflict as over, at
least for now.

And he followed up by
announcing a ceasefire
between Iran and Israel
that he early on Tuesday
said was “in effect.”
Ceasefires in the Middle
East are often fragile and
fleeting, as was under-
scored by attacks by both
Israel and Iran in the
hours before the truce
was due to be estab-
lished.

But the president was
already trumpeting his
chosen image as a peace-
maker and consummate
deal maker, only 48
hours after US stealth
bombers slammed Iran.

“I think the ceasefire
is unlimited. It’s going to
go forever,” Trump told
NBC News on Monday
night, predicting that
Israel and Iran will never
“be shooting at each
other again.”

That’s a bold claim
given the Middle East’s
reputation as a graveyard
of American presiden-
cies. And for all Trump’s
marketing skills, events
will decide whether his
breakthrough is for real
or just another illusion.

Israel accused Iran of
breaking the ceasefire
just hours after it was set
to take effect, vowing to

respond “with force.”
Tehran, meanwhile,
denied violating the
truce.

And has the United
States, as Trump claimed,
really ensured the “oblit-
eration” of Iran’s nuclear
program, an existential
threat to Israel? Or is it
all a classic Trump
mirage, and does the
glaring unfinished busi-
ness of this conflict — an
apparently missing
stockpile of  highly
enriched uranium that
can be quickly made into
a bomb — mean a deeper
crisis looms?

A quick end to the
fighting would shape
Trump’s presidency and
legacy and boost a for-
eign policy previously
marked by failures like
the stalled peace effort in
Ukraine. But will the
world change its mind
about the master of chaos
if he really does help
ease tensions in a blood-
soaked region?

What is next for
Israel? Does Trump trust
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to halt his
attacks on Iran? And will
Israel finally take steps
to relieve the agony of
Palestinian civilians,
starving and dying by the
thousands in the
onslaught in Gaza?

And in Tehran, will the
humiliation of Iran’s

clerical regime and the
splintering of its Middle
East network of fear pro-
mote a political spring
that many of its citizens
crave?

The president can
claim the most signifi-
cant foreign policy and
military success of his
time in the Oval Office.
Trump made a bet that
many skeptics saw as
irresponsible — that he
could hammer Iran’s
nuclear plants without
plunging the US into a
new Middle East quag-
mire to mirror Iraq.

So far, he’s been
proved right. While
Trump might have ini-
tially been uneasy about
Israel’s assault on Iran,
which seemed calculated
to draw him in, he assert-
ed control and exploited
an opening to severely
degrade Iran’s nuclear
program with little cost
to the US. After days of
public teases, his
approach looked like a

Stephen Collinson

ever.

The president is also
determined to try again
to get a deal with Iran to
end its nuclear program
through negotiations. But
he’s also shown he’s
willing to wield over-
whelming military force,
putting a dent in the cari-
cature of his TACO
(“Trump always chickens
out”) diplomacy.

Still, the crisis also
highlighted more trou-
bling sides of Trump’s
leadership.

He committed the US
to military action without
preparing the nation
ahead of time and politi-
cized the mission by
keeping top Democrats
out of the loop. This was
only the latest occasion
when Trump has shown
contempt for Congress’s
constitutional role and
any sense he’s the presi-
dent of all Americans.

And he’s still not

Iran’s nuclear enrichment
capacity and a stop to the
nuclear threat posed to
the world’s number one
state sponsor of terror.”

Early estimates sug-
gest that the Iranian facil-
ities at Isfahan, Natanz
and Fordow were severe-
ly damaged. But it’s far
too early for Trump’s
bravado.

The head of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, Rafael
Grossi, for instance, told
CNN’s Fareed Zakaria
Sunday that Iran had
“protected” a stock of
400 kg of uranium
enriched to 60% — just
short of the 90% grade
needed to make a nuclear
bomb.

Trump, meanwhile, is
convinced that his strate-
gy will bomb Iran back to
the negotiating table to
talk about a replacement
for President Barack
Obama’s nuclear deal,
which Trump trashed in
his first term. But Iran’s
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And has the United States, as Trump claimed, really ensured the “obliteration’ of
Iran’s nuclear program, an existential threat to Israel? Or is it all a classic Trump
mirage, and does the glaring unfinished business of this conflict — an apparently

missing stockpile of highly enriched uranium that can be quickly made into a
bomb — mean a deeper crisis looms? A quick end to the fighting would shape
Trump’s presidency and legacy and boost a foreign policy previously marked by
failures like the stalled peace effort in Ukraine. But will the world change its
mind about the master of chaos if he really does help ease tensions in a blood-
soaked region? What is next for Israel? Does Trump trust Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu to halt his attacks on Iran? And will Israel finally take steps

to relieve the agony of Palestinian civilians, starving and dying by the thousands
in the onslaught in Gaza? And in Tehran, will the humiliation of Iran’s clerical
regime and the splintering of its Middle East network of fear promote a political
spring that many of its citizens crave? The president can claim the most signifi-
cant foreign policy and military success of his time in the Oval Office. Trump
made a bet that many skeptics saw as irresponsible — that he could hammer
Iran’s nuclear plants without plunging the US into a new Middle East quagmire
to mirror Iraq. So far, he’s been proved right. While Trump might have initially
been uneasy about Israel’s assault on Iran, which seemed calculated to draw him
in, he asserted control and exploited an opening to severely degrade Iran’s
nuclear program with little cost to the US. After days of public teases, his
approach looked like a risky hunch. For sure he got lucky. But he also demon-
strated strategic acumen and decisiveness and will always bask in the daring mis-
sion by B-2 bombers carrying bunker-buster bombs on a marathon flight from
Missouri. If the conflict cools now, Trump may get a domestic political boost, at
least in the GOP, and be able to heal rifts in his MAGA base, where some sup-
porters felt he has broken his promise to start no new wars. The crisis also gave
important insights into Trump’s second presidency. It revealed that he’s neither a
tool of the remnant Republican hawks nor the ‘“America First”” populists. And a
core circle of trust emerged around Trump, including Joint Chiefs Chairman
Gen. Dan Caine, CIA Director John Ratcliffe and presidential envoy Steve
Witkoff, according to CNN reporting. The futures of Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth seem less assured,
however. The president is also determined to try again to get a deal with Iran to
end its nuclear program through negotiations.
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risky hunch. For sure he
got lucky. But he also
demonstrated strategic
acumen and decisiveness
and will always bask in
the daring mission by B-
2 bombers carrying
bunker-buster bombs on
a marathon flight from
Missouri.

If the conflict cools
now, Trump may get a
domestic political boost,
at least in the GOP, and
be able to heal rifts in his
MAGA base, where some
supporters felt he has
broken his promise to
start no new wars.

The crisis also gave
important insights into
Trump’s second presi-
dency. It revealed that
he’s neither a tool of the
remnant Republican
hawks nor the “America
First” populists. And a
core circle of trust
emerged around Trump,
including Joint Chiefs
Chairman Gen. Dan
Caine, CIA Director John
Ratcliffe and presidential
envoy Steve Witkoff,
according to CNN report-

ing. The futures of
Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi

Gabbard and Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth
seem less assured, how-

shown Americans intelli-
gence that he used to jus-
tify the attacks on the
grounds that Iran was
weeks away from a
weapon. He ignored US
spy agencies that found
Tehran had taken no such
decision to build a bomb.

Trump also snubbed
US allies and mocked
their peace efforts. This
was the clearest sign yet
of a volatile new global
age when the US has
decoupled from its
alliances and will ruth-
lessly pursue its own
national interests.

The  president is
already writing his pre-
ferred version of history
of what he calls the “12-
Day War.”

His claims to have
eradicated the Iranian
nuclear program already
look like a feint to neuter
any contrary evidence
that emerges. It will be a
brave US official who
contradicts the presi-
dent’s great victory.

The critical question
arising from the conflict
is unanswered.

But in his late-night
national address on
Saturday, Trump said the
objective of the mission
was “the destruction of

military leaders might
take an opposite lesson
from the conflict — that
the only way for the rev-
olution to survive is to
acquire a nuclear bomb
that will deter future
attacks. There’s no sign
yet that Trump’s condi-
tion for a deal — a verifi-
able end to Iranian urani-
um enrichment — will be
acceptable to Tehran.
“From a nonprolifera-
tion perspective, Trump’s
decision to strike Iran
was a reckless, irrespon-
sible escalation that is
likely to push Iran closer
to nuclear weapons in the
long term,” said Kelsey
Davenport of the Arms
Control Association.
“The strikes did damage
key Iranian nuclear facil-
ities, like the wunder-
ground Fordow enrich-
ment site. But Tehran had
ample time prior to the
strikes to remove its
stockpile of near-
weapons-grade uranium
to a covert location, and
it’s likely that they did
s0.”
Nonproliferation
expert Joseph Cirincione
told CNN’s Phil
Mattingly on “The Lead”
that it was impossible to
bomb away Iran’s knowl-

edge or enriched uranium
and that it could build
back its facilities. He
warned that the missing
uranium could be insert-
ed by Iran into any new
centrifuges it has to cre-
ate the core of a bomb
within five days and 10
bombs  within  three
weeks.

“That is my greatest
concern. Are they racing
to develop that weapon
before the US or Israel
can find the gas or
destroy it?”

If those fears are real-
ized, Trump’s victory lap
and Republican adulation
will be remembered as
pure political negligence
and the catalyst for an
even worse global crisis
in future.

Iran’s lobbing of mis-
siles toward a vast US
base in Qatar, easily
thwarted by US and
Qatari counter-measures,
revealed weakness after
it ceded control of its
own airspace to Israeli
jets. Tehran’s grip has
also weakened outside its
borders.

The Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps’ regional network
Hezbollah in
Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza
and the Houthis in
Yemen — was once seen
as Iran’s insurance policy
against Israeli attacks on
its nuclear program. But
20 months of Israeli
attacks devastated its
proxies and left their
sponsor exposed. Israel
is now a dominant
regional power. And US
allies like Saudi Arabia
and Qatar are ascendent
in a transformed Middle
East.

Uncertainty
while  clouds
domestic politics.

An already difficult
transition as Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei’s rule enters
its twilight is now even
more fraught. Outsiders
will watch to see whether
the regime’s grip is loos-
ened when the next of
Iran’s periodic uprisings
erupts. But despite calls
for regime change in
Washington and Israel,
more repression seems

mean-
Iran’s

likely.
Politics are also turbu-
lent in Israel.

Netanyahu’s unwilling-
ness to reach a ceasefire
with Hamas and this zeal
to take the fight to
Iranian soil are widely
seen as a ruse to stay in
power amid personal
scandals and to forestall
an accounting of the
October 7, 2023, attacks
on his watch. Still, if rel-
ative  peace returns,
Netanyahu may get a
political bounce for tak-
ing on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram — a personal call-
ing after decades in
power.

The Trump-Netanyahu
dynamic will also be
intriguing. The US presi-
dent never stops looking
for leverage. If he has the
inclination, he could
exploit the huge debt
Israel now owes him to
push for a peace agree-
ment in Gaza.

This  latest  scary
episode of the Trump
show may be about to
wrap up.

But tune in next week
for something equally
extreme.

Khamenei necessary
to save Iran from

RAN’S Supreme
Leader Ali
Khamenei, who suc-

ceeded Ayatollah
Khomeini on June 4,
1989, is far from an
ordinary figure in the
balance of power and
hierarchical structure.
Therefore, Israeli
threats to assassinate
him carry extremely
serious consequences
for the security of the
entire Middle East,
especially in the wake
of the US military oper-
ation that targeted
Iranian nuclear facili-
ties, causing wide-
spread destruction.
Subsequently, Iran
launched several ballistic
missiles that struck tar-
gets inside Israel, which
were followed by an
announcement from the
Iranian Shoura Council
approving the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz,
pending the approval of
the Supreme National
Security Council. If car-
ried out, this step will
take the conflict into a
more complex escalation
— one that could involve
attacks on or disruption
of oil tankers, directly
affecting global energy
prices and supply chains.
These rapidly unfold-
ing developments may
push  Israeli  Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu toward
greater ‘“euphoria” and
an inflated sense of
power, thus prompting a
military operation that
leads to the assassination
of Khamenei, especially
since the Israeli leader
previously succeeded in

targeting Hezbollah
Secretary General
Hassan Nasrallah, his
successor Hashem
Safieddine, and the

party’s most prominent
military leaders, in addi-
tion to the assassination
of senior Hamas leaders
such as Ismail Haniyeh
and Yahya Sinwar.

In the Israeli target
bank, many of which
have Dbeen achieved,
Netanyahu fails to take
into account that Iran’s
supreme leader cannot be
equated with Nasrallah,
who was killed last year.
The difference in sym-
bolic weight is enor-
mous, and the conse-
quences of a miscalcula-
tion are grave, as
Abdulrahman Al-Rashed
wrote in Asharq Al-
Awsat newspaper on June
20. Al-Rashed described
the idea of “targeting the
leader as madness,” con-
sidering that “this issue
is far more serious than
just another military
objective: It could
become a matter of ideol-
ogy and trigger deeply
dangerous cycles of
revenge.”

Al-Rashed, one of the
most prominent Arab
writers and a political
critic of Iranian policies
in the Middle East,
sought in his approach to
the topic to provide a
long-term, realistic polit-
ical perspective. He con-
sidered that the assassi-
nation of Khamenei
would cause “wounds
that may never heal —
regardless of how deci-
sive the Israeli or
American victories are
on the battlefield.”

In this context, a
prominent figure such as
Ali Al-Sistani, the
supreme religious

chaos

Hassan Al-Mustafa

authority ~ of  Shiite
Muslims, issued a state-
ment, his second since
the start of the Israeli war
on Iran, warning against
“any threat to target its
supreme religious and
political leadership.” He
considered that ‘“any
criminal measure of such
kind, in addition to vio-
lating clear religious and
moral standards and con-
stituting a blatant viola-
tion of international laws
and norms, will have dire
consequences for the
region as a whole,”
potentially “spiraling out
of control and leading to
widespread chaos.”
Although Al-Sistani is

sile program, and nuclear
facilities, have inflicted a
deep national wound,
damaging the Islamic
Republic’s prestige in the
eyes of the public, and
most importantly, in the
eyes of its own people,
where the state now
appears less capable of
responding effectively.
Its air defenses are inef-
fective, despite the sig-
nificant damage it has
inflicted on several
Israeli cities.

This blow to Iranian
national pride cannot be
overcome without a bold
decision, and only
Khamenei has the experi-
ence, legitimacy, and
authority to make such a
decision. His continued

In the Israeli target bank, many of which have been
achieved, Netanyahu fails to take into account that Iran’s
supreme leader cannot be equated with Nasrallah, who
was killed last year. The difference in symbolic weight is
enormous, and the consequences of a miscalculation are
grave, as Abdulrahman Al-Rashed wrote in Asharq Al-
Awsat newspaper on June 20. Al-Rashed described the
idea of “targeting the leader as madness,” considering
that “this issue is far more serious than just another mili-
tary objective: It could become a matter of ideology and
trigger deeply dangerous cycles of revenge.” Al-Rashed,
one of the most prominent Arab writers and a political
critic of Iranian policies in the Middle East, sought in his
approach to the topic to provide a long-term, realistic
political perspective. He considered that the assassination
of Khamenei would cause ‘“wounds that may never heal
— regardless of how decisive the Israeli or American vic-
tories are on the battlefield.”” In this context, a prominent
figure such as Ali Al-Sistani, the supreme religious
authority of Shiite Muslims, issued a statement, his sec-
ond since the start of the Israeli war on Iran, warning
against “any threat to target its supreme religious and
political leadership.” He considered that ‘“any criminal
measure of such kind, in addition to violating clear reli-
gious and moral standards and constituting a blatant
violation of international laws and norms, will have dire
consequences for the region as a whole,” potentially “‘spi-
raling out of control and leading to widespread chaos.
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a classical religious
leader who often prefers
to refrain from political
involvement, this state-
ment indicates his deep
concern, prompting him
to warn against further
escalation in the Middle
East.

Khamenei is not seen
merely as the leader of
the revolution in Iran; he
is also a religious author-
ity for millions of Shiite
Muslims worldwide. In
terms of the number of
believers who adhere to
his jurisprudential rul-
ings, he likely ranks sec-
ond or third after Al-
Sistani, who is regarded
as the highest-ranking
Shiite religious figure in
the world.

From this perspective,
Khamenei’s assassina-
tion would give a greater
ideological dimension to
a conflict that already
contains religious ele-
ments.  This  would
unleash more rhetoric of
extremism, hatred, and
hostility between
Muslims and Jews at a
time when efforts should
focus on interfaith dia-
logue and coexistence
among religions and their
adherents rather than
fueling conflict between
them.

Even politically,
Khamenei remains the
only leader capable of
making a bold strategic
decision in the Islamic
Republic, one that would
be binding for everyone,
hard-liners and moder-
ates, if Iran decides to
sign any future agree-
ment with the US that
could end the current cri-
sis.
The Israeli and US
military strikes against
Iran, and the severe loss-
es in its leadership, mis-

survival 1is, therefore,
crucial, because without
it, no Iranian leader, no

matter how popular,
would dare sign any
future agreement

between Washington and
Tehran, as it may be per-
ceived by the public as
surrender or betrayal.

In terms of security in
the Middle East, the
assassination of
Khamenei would trigger
a wave of chaos and vio-
lence, especially if armed
factions affiliated with
the “Axis of Resistance”
follow through with their
threats.

Despite the heavy
losses these factions have
suffered, they retain the
capacity to cause wide-
spread destruction, and
target oil refineries and
military targets. Such
acts could come through
Iraqi factions, Hezbollah
in Lebanon, or the
Houthis in Yemen — an
outcome that the Arab
Gulf states do not want to

happen.
The best course of
action, as the Saudi

Foreign Ministry empha-
sized in a statement on
June 22, is to “intensify
efforts in these extremely
sensitive circumstances
to reach a political solu-
tion that ensures an end
to the crisis and opens
the door to achieving
security and stability in
the region.” The state-
ment highlighted “the
need to exert all efforts to
exercise restraint, calm
and avoid escalation,” as
the alternative will be
further confrontations
that may lead to an
uncalculated expansion
of the parties involved in
the war, which will result
in casualties among inno-
cent civilians.

What the US and Israel really want from

Muhannad Ayyash

the United States

Congress, then former
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu told
US lawmakers that an
invasion of Iraq was neces-
sary for winning the ‘“war
on terror”’ and preventing
Iraq and terrorist groups
from acquiring weapons
of mass destruction. He
further claimed that the
war would be quick and
would usher in a new age
of Western-friendly
democracy, not just in
Iraq, but across the
region, including Iran.
Neither proclamation was
true.

As many experts and
officials already knew
before the 2003 invasion
began, Saddam Hussein’s
regime did not have
weapons of mass destruc-
tion and held no ties to al-
Qaeda. The war was bound
to cause widespread devas-
tation, instability, insecurity,
unspeakable suffering,
chaos and the breakdown of
governance. And that is
what happened. Iraq today

IN his 2002 testimony to

is at best a fragile state with
enormous economic and
political challenges.

After Israel and then the
US attacked Iran earlier this
month, many analysts
rushed to comment on how
the two allies have suppos-
edly failed to learn the les-
sons of the Iraq war and are
now repeating the same mis-
takes in Iran. These analyses
would have been accurate
had the actual goals of the
2003 invasion been to stop
the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction and to
establish democracy. But
they were not.

For the US and Israel, the
desired outcome of the war
was an Iraq that would not
pose any resistance to the
Israeli settler-colonial proj-
ect in Palestine and its role
as an agent of US imperial
power in the region. This is
also the desired outcome in

Iran today.
Just like the claims about
the weapons of mass

destruction in Iraq proved
completely false, the claims
that Iran was on the “verge
of” developing a nuclear

weapon have no grounds.
No real evidence that
Tehran was in fact close to
gaining nuclear capabilities
has been put forward.
Instead, we have been pre-
sented with a truly
unmatched level of
hypocrisy and lies.

Here we have a situation
where two nuclear powers —
one which stands out as the
only state in history to use,
not once but twice, a nuclear
weapon and another that
refuses to sign the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation = Treaty
and has a mass-murder-sui-
cide type of nuclear doctrine
— are undertaking illegal
“pre-emptive” aggression
under the guise of stopping
nuclear proliferation.
Clearly, the US and Israel
are not after Iran’s nuclear
programme. They are after
Iran as a regional power,
and that is why regime
change has already been
floated in public.

In addition to multiple
statements from Netanyahu,
Israeli Defence Minister
Israel Katz, and other Israeli
officials, US  Senators

Lindsey Graham and Ted
Cruz have also called for
toppling the Iranian govern-
ment. On Sunday, US
President Donald Trump
joined the calls for regime
change in Iran with a post
on social media.

The Iranian people are
now being encouraged to
“stand up” and fight for
their “freedom”. But free-
dom and democracy in Iran
are certainly not what Israel
and the US aim for. Why?
Because a free and demo-
cratic Iran would not serve
their interests and accept the
brutalities of a settler-colo-
nial project in its vicinity.

They would rather see
Iran return to the violent,
tyrannical monarchy under
the Pahlavi dynasty, which
was overthrown in a popular
revolution in 1979, or any
other political force willing
to do their bidding.

If that doesn’t happen,
Israel and the US would
rather have a fragmented,
weak, chaotic, destabilised
Iran, marred by a civil war.

That would suit their inter-
ests, just as a war-torn Iraq
did. Weakening regional
powers in the Middle East
and spreading instability
through subversion and
aggression is a well-estab-
lished policy goal that the
political elites in Israel and
the US have jointly
embraced since the 1990s.

A policy document called
Clean Break, authored by
former US  Assistant
Secretary of  Defense
Richard Perle and other neo-
conservatives in 1996, out-
lined this strategy of attack-
ing Middle Eastern states
under the pretext of prevent-
ing the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruc-
tion to secure Israel’s strate-
gic interests.

Perle et al did not come
up with something radically
new; they simply built on
the well-known imperial
strategy of sowing division
and chaos in order to facili-
tate imperial domination.

But this strategy is not
without risks. Just like the

collapse of the Iraqi state
paved the way for violent
non-state actors to emerge
and for Iran to solidify its
position as a regional power
challenging US-Israeli inter-
ests, a weakened or frag-
mented Iranian state can
result in the same dynamics.

On a more global scale,
the actions of the US and
Israel are encouraging more
countries to pursue nuclear
weapons. The lesson that
states are drawing from the
US-Israeli aggression on
Iran is that nuclear weapons
are necessary to acquire pre-
cisely to prevent such
attacks. Thus, we are likely
heading towards more pro-
liferation as a result of this
war, not less.

The Israeli state does not
seem to be concerned about
proliferation as long as the
chaos and destruction it
spreads in the region allows
it to achieve its strategic
goal of eradicating the
Palestinian struggle once
and for all, and ending all
resistance to its settler
colonisation project. Israel,
in a nutshell, wants the

entire region on its knees
and will stop at nothing to
achieve that objective. This
is because it does not really
have to foot the bill of
regional instability.

By contrast, US interests
are directly impacted when
the Middle East descends
into chaos. A dysfunctional
Iraq or a weakened Iran may
serve the US in the short
term, but in the longer term,
the instability can disrupt its
grander plans for control of
global energy markets and
containing China.

The rest of the world will
also feel the ripple effect of
this unjustified aggression,
just as it did after the 2003
invasion of Iraq.

Given the brutal,
decades-long fallout of that
war, the global response to
the US-Israeli aggression
against Iran has been self-
defeatingly subdued; some
European countries have
appeared to endorse the
attack, despite the many
negative economic impacts
they could face as a result of
this war.

If governments truly

Iran

desire to make the world a
safer place, this complacen-
cy with imperial violence
needs to end. It is past time
that they come to the sober
conclusion that the US and
Israel are agents of destruc-
tion and chaos by virtue of
their racist colonial design.

The Israeli settler colo-
nial project is an unjustifi-
able project of displace-
ment, expulsion and geno-
cide; US imperialism is an
unjustifiable project of rob-
bing people of their
resources, dignity and sov-
ereignty.

To establish peace and
stability in the Middle East,
the world needs to put pres-
sure on Israel to give up its
settler colonial project and
become part of the region
through a decolonial exis-
tence with the Palestinians
in a decolonised Palestine;
and to compel the US to
release its iron grip on the
region, allowing its people
to live in freedom and sov-
ereignty.

This is the only way to
avoid perpetual chaos, insta-
bility, suffering and pain.
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PSX witnesses bullish
trend, gains 6,079.17 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-Index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed a bullish trend on
Tuesday gaining 6,079.17
points, a positive change of
5.23 percent, closing at
122,246.64 points as com-
pared to 116,167.47 points
on the last trading day.

A total of 804,779,730
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
595,010,639 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas
the price of shares stood at
Rs37.614 billion against
Rs23.488 billion on the last
trading day.

As many as 477 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market, 407 of
them recorded gains and
35 sustained losses, where-
as the share price of 35
companies remained
unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 65,356,135

shares at Rs1.46 per share,
K-Electric Ltd  with
54,305,248 shares at Rs5.24
per share and Cnergyico PK
with 37,885,162 shares at
Rs7.16 per share.

PIA Holding Company
LimitedB witnessed a max-
imum increase of
Rs1,003.85 per share clos-
ing at Rs11,042.30 whereas
runner-up was Unilever
Pakistan Foods Limited
with Rs721.43 rise in its
share price to close at
Rs23,621.43.

Faisal Spinning Mills
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum decrease of Rs 20.17
per share price, closing at
Rs 315.00, whereas the run-
ner-up Tandianwala Sugar
Mills Limited with Rs15.01
decline in its per share price
to Rs165.69.

Rupee gains 10 paisa
against US Dollar

The Rupee on Tuesday
appreciated by 10 paisa
against the US Dollar in the

interbank  trading and
closed at Rs283.76 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs283.86.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs284.75 and Rs285.8
respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by Rs2.55 to close
at Rs328.95 against the last
day’s closing of Rs326.40,
according to SBP.

The Japanese yen went
up by 03 paisa and closed at
Rs1.95, whereas an
increase of Rs3.98 was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate
of the British Pound, which
was traded at Rs385.42 as
compared to the last day’s
closing of Rs381.44.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal decreased
by 02 paisa each to close at
Rs77.27 and Rs75.63.

Gold prices decrease
by Rs3,800 to Rs354,365
per tola

The price of 24 karat per
tola gold decreased by
Rs3,800 and was traded at
Rs354,365 on Tuesday as
compared to its sale at
Rs358,165 on the last trad-
ing day, All Pakistan Sarafa
Gems and Jewelers
Association reported.

The prices of 10 grams of
24 Kkarat also decreased by
Rs3,258 to Rs303,810 from
Rs307,068 and for 10 grams
of 22 Karat it came down by
Rs2,987 to Rs278,502 from
Rs281,489.

The rates of per tola and
ten gram silver decreased
by Rs9 and Rs8 to Rs3,790
and Rs3,249 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
decreased by $39 to $3,327
from $3,366, whereas that
of silver came down by
$0.09 to $36.06, the
Association reported.

Women Leading Change Awards Asia-Pacific 2025:

Fatima Fertilizer’s Rabel Sadozai
honored as Sustainability Leader

4

- F.P. Report

KARACHI: Rabel Sadozai,
Director of Marketing and
Sales, Fatima Fertilizer, has
been named the Susta-
inability Leader of the Year
at the Women Leading Cha-
nge Awards Asia-Pacific
2025, held in Hong Kong - a
prestigious regional acco-
lade that recognizes outsta-
nding female leaders driving

meaningful change across
the Asia-Pacific region.

Rabel Sadozai’s recogni-
tion underscores her excep-
tional leadership in trans-
forming Pakistan’s agricul-
ture and fertilizer industry
through sustainable innova-
tion, gender inclusion, and
climate action. Under her
guidance, Fatima Fertilizer
has become the first com-
pany in Pakistan to official-
ly partner with the UNDP
by adopting the Sustainable
Development Goals Impact
Framework in 2024.

“It is an incredible honor
to receive this recognition
among such inspiring
change makers from across
Asia-Pacific,” said Rabel
Sadozai.  “At  Fatima
Fertilizer, sustainability isn’t
just a goal; it’s the founda-

tion of everything we do to
secure Pakistan’s food
future and uplift our farming
communities,  especially
women. As the first compa-
ny in Pakistan to adopt the
SDGs Impact Framework in
partnership with UNDP, we
are committed to advancing
key global goals, such as cli-
mate action, gender equali-
ty, and zero hunger, through
innovation, renewable ener-
gy, water conservation, and
inclusive, climate-resilient
agriculture.”

She has played a pivotal
role in policy advocacy,
elevating the conversation
around responsible agricul-
ture and sustainability at
national forums. Her efforts
culminated in pioneering
the concept of Salam
Kissan, which led to the

introduction of Pakistan’s
first-ever Kissan Day, cele-
brated annually on Dece-
mber 18th. This historic
milestone, officially recog-
nized by the Government of
Pakistan to honor farmers’
contributions and drives
forward the agenda for
agricultural reform and
innovation. Rabel’s work
has not only elevated
Fatima Fertilizer’s reputa-
tion as a sustainability trail-
blazer but has also inspired
other organizations in the
industry to align with glob-
al ESG principles.

The Women Leading
Change Awards celebrate
women who are breaking
barriers, redefining leader-
ship, and shaping the future
across business, sustainabil-
ity, tech, and innovation.

Meezan Bank, IBA-CEIF develop
future ‘Islamic Finance Leaders’

F.P. Repor

KARACHI: Meezan Bank,
Pakistan’s Premier Islamic
bank, has successfully con-
cluded the second batch of
‘Meezan Justuju - A Quest
for Islamic Finance
Leaders!’, an educational ini-
tiative conducted in collabo-
ration with the IBA Centre
for Excellence in Islamic
Finance (CEIF). As part of
the Bank’s broader CSR
commitment, this program is
designed to create meaning-
ful learning opportunities for
young graduates, equipping
them with the knowledge
and values needed to become
future leaders in the Islamic

finance sector. It reflects
Meezan Bank’s on-going
investment in human capital
development by offering a
structured pathway into the
Islamic finance industry
through specialized training
and mentorship.

The graduation ceremony
for Batch 2 was held in
Karachi and was attended by
senior representatives from
Meezan Bank, including Mr.
Shayan Baig - Deputy Head
of Shariah Compliance and
Mr. Arsalan Ahmed Khan -
Head of Talent Acquisition
and Digital HR Solutions.
Prior to this, certificate distri-
bution ceremonies were held
in Lahore and Islamabad to

recognize and celebrate the
achievements of the partici-
pants.

Following the success of
its inaugural batch, which was
held exclusively in Karachi,
the second cohort of Meezan
Justuju was expanded to
include Pakistan’s three major
cities: Karachi, Lahore, and
Islamabad. The program fea-
tured 42 hours of specialized
training, blending core
Islamic finance principles
with essential banking knowl-
edge; enabling participants to
take a confident step toward a
meaningful career in the
Islamic financial sector.

Islamic  banking in
Pakistan has reached remark-

able scale, with a nationwide
network of 6,093 branches,
an asset base exceeding PKR
11.5 trillion and a deposit
base of PKR 8.4 trillion. This
continued momentum is
driven not only by strong
domestic adoption but also
by growing international
interest, due to the sector’s
alignment with responsible
investment practices and its
appeal to value-conscious
markets. In this context,
Meezan Justuju emerges as a
timely and strategic platform
that is nurturing talented, val-
ues-driven talent pool ready
to lead and contribute mean-
ingfully to this evolving
financial landscape.

FCAA office bearers felicitate newly
appointed Chairman APCAA

EP. Report

PESHAWAR: The office
bearers of FCAA Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have extended
their heartfelt congratulations
to the newly elected Chairman
of APCAA, Arshad Khurshid.

In a felicitation message
issued here on Tuesday,
President FCCA KP, Zia-ul-
Haq Sarhadi and other office

bearers have welcomed elec-
tion of Arshad Khurshid as
Chariman of APCAA.
Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi, who
also holds the office of Senior
Vice President Pak-Afghan
Joint Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (PAJCCI) and
Executive Committee Member
of Sarhad Chamber, said that
the newly elected Chairman
Arshad Khurshid is an experi-

enced business leader and for-
mer President of KCAA.
“Arshad has more than a
decade of experience in cus-
toms operations, port coordi-
nation and policy advocacy
with his appointment, he will
play a key role in streamlining
customs procedures and
resolving the problems and
difficulties of customs clear-
ing agents across Pakistan,”

Zia expressed the hope.
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ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to Prtme Minister Haroon Akhtar Khan chatrmg a meeting wzth Car

Dealers Importers Association to discuss Auto Policy 2026.

SAPM, Car Dealers
Importers Association
discuss Auto Policy 2026

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM) on
Industries and Production
Haroon Akhtar Khan on
Tuesday chaired a meeting
with the Car Dealers Impo-
rters Association and dis-
cussed key feature of the
upcoming Auto Policy 2026.

During the meeting, they
also discussed import and
export issues, and addition-
al customs duties, said a
news release. Haroon rec-
ognized the association as a
vital stakeholder in the con-
sultation process for policy
formulation.

He reiterated that PM’s
vision focuses on promot-
ing a liberalized and com-
petitive import mechanism

for vehicles in Pakistan.

“Open competition in car
imports will create pressure
on local manufacturers to
improve and expand into
exports,” he said adding that
in order to ensure the quali-
ty of used car imports, the
government will implement
mandatory registration and
certification procedures.

Highlighting the shift
towards sustainable trans-
portation, Haroon stated that
Pakistan is moving away
from petrol-based vehicles
towards environmentally
friendly alternatives.

In line with the Prime
Minister’s directives, the
government has introduced
a comprehensive New
Energy Vehicle Policy

2025-2030.

Under this  policy,
Pakistan aims to convert
2.2 million vehicles to elec-
tric by the year 2030. “The
promotion of electric vehi-
cles is crucial for reducing
smog and improving public
health,” said Khan. “EVs
are not only cost-effective
but also beneficial for the
environment and the people
of Pakistan.”

During the meeting, the
delegation assured the spe-
cial assistant that they will
submit detailed proposals
to support the policy pro-
cess. The SAPM assured
the association that the gov-
ernment will carefully rev-
iew their suggestions and
extend full cooperation.

PCJCCI calls for investment
in Sesame Agro-Clusters

LAHORE (APP): As
China’s demand for sesame
seeds continue to surge,
Pakistan is uniquely posi-
tioned to emerge as a key
supplier of this vital agri-
cultural commodity.
Pakistan China Joint
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PCJCCI) Presi-
dent Nazir Hussain dis-
closed this in a think-tank
session held here at PCJC-
CI Secretariat on Tuesday.
He added that there is a

surge of 179.9 percent in
Pakistan’s sesame exports
to China during first two
months of 2025, rising
from 5,997 MT (USD
10.1 million) to 22,740
MT (USD 28.27 million).
While during first four
months of 2025, exports hit
nearly 39,000 MT, valued
at USD 48.6 million,
marking a 337 percent YoY
(year on year) increase.
This  growth  reflects
stronger quality control,

improved trade facilitation
under CPEC frameworks,
and fast transit logistics.
He said that China is
currently the world’s
largest importer of sesame
seeds, with consumption
driven by traditional foods,
bakery items, sauces, and
oil production. In 2024
alone, Chinese sesame
imports exceeded one mil-

lion metric tons, mainly
sourced from African
countries.

UBL entered into a strategic
alliance with CashNow

F.P. Report

KARACHI: UBL has
entered into a strategic
alliance with CashNow, a
leading fintech platform, to
revolutionize supply chain
finance. The agreement
was signed recently at
UBL's Head Office in
Karachi. This partnership
will enable CashNow to
power a Digital Supply
Chain Finance solution for
UBL that will enable the
bank’s customers to access

Signing Ceremony

UBL and CashNow
™ Digital Supply Finance

early payments
approved invoices.

“United Bank is commit-
ted to fostering growth
across all business sectors,
with a strong focus on sup-
porting SMEs,” said Mr.
Abdul Aleem Qureshi,
Group Executive, Branch
Banking Group, UBL. “We
are honoured that United
Bank has entrusted
CashNow with this pivotal
Supply Chain Finance ini-
tiative,” remarked Saeed
Igbal, Director/Co-Founder

against

of CashNow.

This collaboration is a
significant step towards
advancing financial and
operational excellence in
supply chain finance. With
this alliance, United Bank
Limited reinforces its posi-
tion at the forefront of digi-
tal banking innovation,
while  contributing to
Pakistan’s broader econom-
ic development goals by
delivering scalable and
technology-driven financial
solutions.

Banking sector backs budget 25-26 to drive inclusive growth, economic stability

F.P. Report

KARACHI: As a key partner
in Pakistan’s economic
development, the banking
sector-under the aegis of the
Pakistan Banks Association
(PBA)-continues to play a

vital role in supporting
national  priorities and
advancing structural

reforms. In close coordina-
tion with the Ministry of
Finance (MoF), the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and
other partners across the
ecosystem, under the leader-
ship of Honorable Finance
Minister and the Governor
SBP, the sector is proud to
contribute to a series of
transformative  initiatives
introduced in the Federal
Budget 2025-26.

PBA played a catalytic
role in closing the PKR
1.275 trillion Circular Debt
Resolution transaction-one
of Pakistan’s largest and
most complex financing
efforts. Working closely

with MoF, SBP, and the
Central Power Purchasing
Agency  (CPPA), the
Association reached a con-
sensus on many intricate
issues and secured vital reg-
ulatory concessions to make
the deal viable for all stake-
holders. This cashflow-
backed solution with addi-
tional burden on the con-
sumer is expected to sta-
bilise the power sector and
reduce electricity costs for
consumers.

Among the most forward-
looking initiatives in this
year’s budget is the National
Subsistence Farmers Support
Initiative (NSFSI), launched
to support smallholder farm-
ers. The program offers digi-
tal, cashflow-based loans of
up to PKR 1 million, dis-
bursed directly to farmers’
wallets and redeemable at
POS-enabled merchants for
key agri-inputs. It will also
provide tech-enabled agri-
advisory services, promoting
more inclusive rural financ-

ing dovetailed with
Electronic Warehouse
Receipt (eWhR) solution.

Similarly, the SME sector
has gained renewed momen-
tum. The SBP-led SME Risk
Coverage Scheme, intro-
duced last year, has dis-
bursed over PKR 311 billion
to 95,000+ businesses.

As a result, SME financ-
ing has grown 36% to PKR
641 billion, with beneficiar-
ies up 51%, bringing the Rs.
1.1 trillion credit target by
2028 within reach.

A government-backed
subsidy scheme is being
launched to support afford-
able housing for Pakistan’s
low- to middle-income buy-
ers. With the support from
the banking sector, the
scheme will offer 20-year
mortgages at subsidised
rates, helping to raise the
mortgage-to-GDP ratio from
0.3% to 5% by 2030.

To accelerate Pakistan’s
transition towards a greener
and more inclusive mobility

ecosystem, the government
is launching a targeted
financing scheme for electric
2-wheelers and 3-wheelers.
Under this program-devel-
oped in close collaboration
with the PBA and the bank-
ing industry-subsidised, col-
lateral-light loans will be
offered to eligible individu-
als, particularly gig workers,
women, and small business
owners.

This initiative not only
reduces carbon emissions,
urban noise and air pollution
but also meaningfully
improves cost savings for
the average citizen, especial-
ly amid rising fuel prices.

Youth, as a key driver of
economic growth and inno-
vation, remain central to the
government’s development
agenda. Under the Prime
Minister’s Youth Business
and  Agriculture  Loan
Scheme, a PKR 200 billion
disbursement target has been
set to provide concessional
financing to MSMESs, with a

focus on the agriculture sec-
tor.

The scheme also includes
green loans of up to PKR 2.5
million to solarise diesel-
powered tube wells-advanc-
ing a more sustainable and
climate-resilient agri-econo-
my.

In a landmark move,
Pakistan’s banking sector, in
collaboration  with  the
British Asian Trust (BAT), is
launching the country’s first-

ever Pakistan Skills Impact
Bond (PSIB)-a  break-
through instrument that
shifts from traditional, tar-
get-based funding to out-
come-based financing,
where success is measured
by real employment out-
comes.

Pakistan’s technical and
vocational education sector
has long struggled with
input-based funding models,
limited accountability, and a

growing gap between skills
supply and labour market
needs.

The idea is to attract glob-
al outcome funders and CSR
contributors to scale the
model. This represents a
transformative step toward
results-driven public finance
and inclusive economic
growth.

Cutlery
eXports

increased

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
exports of cutlery wit-
nessed an increase of 4.07
percent during the first
eleven months fiscal year
2024-25, as against the
exports of the correspon-
ding period of last year.
The cutlery exports from
the country were recorded
at US $55.324 million dur-
ing July-May (2024-25)
against the exports of US
$53.159 million during
July-May (2023-24).
Meanwhile, year-on-year
basis, the cutlery exports
also increased by 9.22 per-
cent during the month of
May 2025 as compared to
the same month of last year.
The exports of cutlery
from the country during
May 2025 were recorded at
US $5.353 million against
the exports of US $4.901
million in May 2024.

Court Notice

In the Court of Javeria Sartaj
Khan Additional District Judge |l
/Azafi Zila Qazi Buner at
Daggar. Appeal. No. 66/13.
Institution. 16/5/2024. Date of
hearing. 10/7/2025. Title: Umer
Dad etc VS Mst Munshahida
etc. Notice to No.6.Usman Gul
s/lo Azem Dad.21. Sherullah
Khan alias Sheero. 22.Ashbar
Khan. 23.Sher Dowar Khan.24.
Mer Ajp Khan sons of
Asmatullah. 25.Mst Rushan
Rehman widow. 26.Muhammad
Umer27. Saeed Anwar
sons.28. Msts Gul Bibi.29.
Razua. 30. Shehzadi.31.Sultan
Parven.32. Nurjihan daughters
of Saadat Khan.33.Esa Khan.
34. Ashraf Khan.35. Magbol
Khan sons 36. Nsts Taj Bibi.37.
Bakhtawara. 38. Nasem Khan
daughters of Sawar Khan.39.
Zardalibkhan.40. Bakht Raj
Khan sons.41.Mst Bakht Zadgai
d/o Azrali Khan
.44 Bakhramand. 45.Said
Hakim Shah. 46. Shahirawan
sons. 47. Mst Rekhmena d/o
Latif Shah.48.Mst Sabarjan
widow.49.Bakht  Said.50.Gul
Said sons. 51.Msts Bakht
Bibi.52. Rajmena.53.Mst
Bakhunisa ~ daughters  of
Samandar Khan resident of
Biyamdara in the limit of
Kalpani tehsel Gagra district
Buner. Whereas in the above
mentioned case the mentioned
defendant can not be served in
the ordinary way, it is, therefore,
proclaimed that if the said
defendant will /shall not appear
personally or through dually
authorized agent or pleader in
the court at 8. am dated
10/7/2025 the proceeding will
be taken ex- parte. Given under
my hand and seal of this Court.

Court Notice

In the Court of AdJ I/ Azafi
ZillaQazi Buner at Daggar.Suit
No 138/13. Institution
4/11/2024. Date of hearing.
14/7/2025.Title: Shahid Zaman
VS Rashed etc. Notice to
No.2.Wahed. 3.Muhammad
Zaman sons of Shah Bahadur
resident of Hashim Sar Elai
tehsel Daggar  district
Buner.Whereas in the above
mentioned case the mentioned
defendants can not be served
in the ordinary way, it is, there-
fore, proclaimed that if the said
defendants  will/shall  not
appear personally or through
dually authorized agent or
pleader in the court at 8.30 am
dated 14/7/2025 the proceed-
ing will be taken ex- parte.
Given under my hand and seal
of this Court.

A.V

IN THE COURT OF MR. LIAQAT ALI JUDGE

\

BANKING COURT-1

PESHAWAR... Federal Judicial Complex, Phase-7 Hayatabad Peshawar
Case No: 64/01 of 2025, Date of hearing 18-08-2025, Suit for the Recovery
of Rs.1103536/- UBL RHQ-KP Phase-5 Hayatabad Peshawar VS
Mohammad Ibrahim. Notice Versus: Mohammad Ibrahim S/o Mohammad
Pares R/o Room No.01 Pakistan Holsteir Dairy Farm Colony Behram Killey
Risalpur. Where as the plaintiff bank has instituted a suit for the recovery of
Rs. 1103536/~ Against you under section 10(2) of the Financial Institution
(Recovery of Finance) Ordinance 2001, you are hereby summoned to
obtain leave of the court to appear and defend the suit within 30 days after
receipt/ publication of the notice in the newspaper. Failing which an exparty
decree shall be passed in favour of the plaintiff Bank with costs. Issued today
on 23-06-2025 under my signature and seal of the Court.

Registrar, Banking Court, 1 Peshawar
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Finch praises
Babar and Rizwan

ahead of BBL

SYDNEY (Web Desk):
Former Australian
cricket captain Aaron
Finch has lauded the
inclusion of  top
Pakistani cricketers in
the upcoming season of
the Big Bash League
(BBL), stating that their
participation will offer
local players a valuable
opportunity to compete
against some of the best
talent in the world.
Speaking to the media,
Finch expressed his
enthusiasm for seeing
players like Babar
Azam, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, and Mohammad
Rizwan feature in the
BBL, calling them
"world-class" athletes
whose presence will
elevate the league’s
standard and competi-
tiveness. Recalling his
own experience, Finch
highlighted  Afridi’s
impact, stating:
“Shaheen Shah Afridi
has dismissed me twice
during my career.” He
also lauded Azam’s bat-
ting skills, saying that
the former Pakistan
skipper plays with ele-
gance rather than rely-
ing solely on power.
Additionally, Finch
welcomed Rizwan’s
participation in the
forthcoming BBL.

Pakistan into

semifinals

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan doubles team
of Noor Zaman and
Nasir  Igbal  have
reached the semifinals
of the 2nd Asian
Doubles Squash
Championships 2025 at
Sarawak, Malaysia.
According to details,
Pakistan beat Korea in
the quarterfinals of the
championship by 2-1
(11-3, 5-11, 11-4) in 37
minutes. Earlier in the
day, Pakistan team of’
Noor Zaman and Nasir
Igbal stood first in their
pool after securing a
convincing win over
Chinese Taipei by 11-2,
11-9. Pakistan will face
Malaysia in the semifi-
nals on Wednesday.

Raducanu battles
into second round

EASTBOURNE
(Agencies): An emo-
tional Emma Raducanu
produced an impressive
fightback to reach the
second round at
Eastbourne and keep
her Wimbledon prepa-
rations on track. British
number one Raducanu
trailed American Ann
Li by a set and a break
in difficult conditions
on the south coast. But
the 22-year-old wres-
tled control of a topsy-
turvy second set before
finishing strongly to
clinch a 6-7 (5-7) 6-3 6-
1 victory. Raducanu,
who held back tears
after securing victory,
will meet Australian
teenager Maya Joint for
a place in the quarter-
finals. "I want to thank
the crowd for getting
me through some really
sticky moments,"
Raducanu said in her
on-court interview. "It
really meant a lot to me
and I'm really proud of’
how I fought back after
losing the first set. "It
was tough, it was up
and down. But from the
middle of the second set
I think I found another
gear and another level."

Pant reprimanded
for dissent

LEEDS (AFP): India
wicketkeeper-batsman
Rishabh Pant has been
handed an official
reprimand for show-
ing dissent during the
ongoing first Test
against England at
Headingley, the
International Cricket
Council (ICC)
announced Tuesday.
Pant was found to
have breached Level
One of the ICC's code
of conduct, with one
demerit point added to
the disciplinary record
of the India vice-cap-
tain, for whom it was
the first offence in 24
months. The incident
occurred Sunday dur-
ing England's first
innings when Pant
was having a discus-
sion with the umpires
regarding the condi-
tion of the ball, while
Ben  Stokes and
Harry Brook were at
the crease.

& )

Muhammad Asif moves in
Asian Championship semis

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani cueist Muhammad
Asif has reached the semifi-
nal of the Asian 6 Red &
Team Championship 2025
at Colombo, Sri Lanka.

According to details, in
the quarterfinals, Asif beat
Lim Kok Leong of Malaysia
5-3 (67(67)-0, 43-21, 27-19,
5-59(31), 32(32)-41(34),
38-25, 0-68(68), 41-21).

Meanwhile in the Pre
quarterfinals, Sunny Wang
of Singapore outplayed
Pakistan’s Muhammad
Sajjad 5-0 (24-22, 32-15,
43-20, 44-42, 39-11), Asif

downed Neang Tola of
Cambodia 5-1 (16-27, 48-
25, 35-32, 52-9, 43(39)-25,
40-10) and Ming Wa Man of
Hong Kong defeated Awais
Munir of Pakistan 5-3 (37-0,

74(74)-0, 41(36)-5, 32-24,
26-41, 22-43, 4-36, 43-0).

Asif will face Thor
Chuan Leong of Malaysia
in the semifinal on
Wednesday.

Pakistan claims gold,
bronze at Al Bareh
Int'l Sailing Regatta

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Pakistan’s national sailing
team delivered a com-
mendable performance at
Al Bareh International
Sailing Regatta 2025,
securing one gold and one
bronze medal during the
event held in Bahrain
from June 19 to 23.

The prestigious region-
al competition saw partic-
ipation from top sailing
teams representing
Pakistan, Bahrain, the
United Arab Emirates,

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia,
said a press release issued
on Tuesday.

The regatta featured
races in the ILCA 7 (Laser
Standard), ILCA 4 (Laser
4.7) and Optimist classes.

Pakistan’s Muzammil
Hassan claimed the gold
medal in the ILCA 7
class, showcasing excep-
tional skill and compo-
sure on the waters.

His compatriot Hamza
Ejaz also made the coun-
try proud by winning

bronze medal in the same

category.
In the Optimist Class
(Under-15), Master

Muhammad Suleman nar-
rowly missed the podium,
finishing a respectable
fourth among a strong
field of young sailors.
Meanwhile, in the ILCA 4
category (Under-18),
Muzammil Hussain
secured the sixth position,
adding to the team’s over-
all competitive presence
at the event.

Wimbledon plan to honour

Murray with s

LONDON
Wimbledon organisers are
planning to honour two-

(AFP):

time champion Andy
Murray with a statue at the
All England Club.

Murray, who ended a 77-
year wait for a British win-
ner of the men's singles title
in 2013 before winning

again in 2016, retired after
the Paris Olympics last
year. Wimbledon hope the
statue will be revealed in
2027 during the champi-
onship's 150th anniversary.

"We are looking to have
a statue of Andy Murray
here (Wimbledon) and
we're working closely with

tatue

him and his team," All
England Club chair Debbie
Jevans told the ainslie +
ainslie Performance People
podcast. "The ambition is
that we would unveil that at
the 150th anniversary of
our first Championship,
which was 1877.

"He's got to rightly be
very involved in that and
him and his team will be."

A bronze statue of Fred
Perry, the last British men's
champion before Murray,
was erected at Wimbledon
in 1984 to mark the 50th
anniversary of his first sin-
gles championship.

Tennis  greats

are among those that have
previously called for Murray
to be honoured in similar fash-
ion at Wimbledon.

Punjab Mas-Wrestling
C’ship starts

FAISALABAD (APP):
Punjab  Mas-Wrestling
Championship has been
kicked off in Samanabad
Sports Complex here on

Tuesday.
Talking to the media
persons, President

Pakistan Mas-Wrestling
Federation Nawab Furqan
Khan flanked by Patron-
in-Chief Punjab Mas-
Wrestling  Association
Saqib Waseem and nation-
al champion Rizwan Khan
said that the Punjab Mas-

Wrestling Championship
was arranged on self-help
basis and this event would
feature competitions in
fifteen weight categories.

He said that the
wrestling teams from ten
divisions would partici-
pate in the championship.
Each division would field
a team of fifteen athletes
including eight male and
seven female participants
to showcase the growing
inclusivity of the sport, he
added.

He said that Mas-
Wrestling is set to be
included in the 2036
Olympic Games, highlight-
ing its rising global profile.

He said that Pakistan
Mas-Wrestling Federation
would continue to operate
through self-help and pri-
vate sponsorships.

This game would soon
be formally organized at
the grassroots level and
introduced in schools, col-
leges and universities
nationwide, he added.

John | B
McEnroe and Billie Jean King |

Former India
spinner
Dilip Doshi
dies aged 77

NEW DELHI (AFP):
India spin great Dilip
Doshi has died aged 77,
with former cricketers
praising a man they said
had been a “gentleman to
the core”.

Doshi died in London
on Monday, Indian media
reported.

The left-arm spinner
was already in his thirties
when he made his Test
debut in 1979, and fin-
ished with 114 wickets in
33 matches.

Doshi also played 15
one-day internationals for
India between 1980 and
1982.

India batting legend
Sachin Tendulkar praised
Doshi as a “warm-hearted
soul”, adding he will
“miss those cricketing
conversations”.

Former India all-
rounder Ravi Shastri,
himself a left-arm spin-
ner, said Doshi was “a
gentleman to the core and
a fine, fine bowler”.

The Board of Control
for Cricket in India
(BCCI) also paid tribute
to the former spinner.

Before play started on
the fifth and final day of
the first Test between
England and India at
Headingley on Tuesday,
the teams lined up on the
outfield to observe a
minute’s silence in mem-
ory of Doshi, with players

and officials wearing
black armbands as a mark
of respect.

A bespectacled Doshi
carried forward the Indian
spin legacy started by the
famous quartet of Bishan
Singh  Bedi, Erapalli
Prasanna, Srinivas
Venkataraghavan and
Bhagwath Chandrasekhar.

Doshi, an effective
bowler even on the most
placid  pitches, also
played English county
cricket, including a long
stint with
Nottinghamshire.

Club World Cup prize
money does not mean
more pressure: Maresca

PHILADELPHIA
(AFP/APP): Chelsea coach
Enzo Maresca has insisted
that the club's owners are not
putting extra pressure on him
to win the Club World Cup
as a result of the enormous
financial incentives on offer
at FIFA's new tournament.
World football's govern-
ing body has dangled the
carrot of a total $1 billion in
prize money to the 32 com-
peting teams in the United
States. If Chelsea, as one of
the 12 European representa-
tives, go on to win the tro-
phy on July 13, they can take
home around $125 million
(£92.4m) as a cash reward.
That could give the
Stamford Bridge side a
considerable  advantage
over many of their English
and European rivals going
forward into next season.
However, Maresca
claims money has not come
up in discussions with the
club's hierarchy around the
ongoing competition. "The
owners just want the best for
us and for the players game
by game and they are not
talking about the final prize
or the final reward in terms
of money," the Italian told
reporters in Philadelphia
ahead of Tuesday's match
against Esperance of Tunis.
"They never put pressure
on me or the players in
terms of we need to win
this tournament because of
the money." Chelsea must
avoid defeat against the
Tunisian four-time African
champions in order to qual-
ify for the last 16 from
Group D. That is after they
were beaten 3-1 by
Brazilian giants Flamengo
in their last game, when
Maresca appeared to priori-
tise tactical experiments
over the need for results.
Playing Cole Palmer on
the right of a front three was
not a success, as the
England international strug-
gled to make a big impact

on the game. "Off the ball
Cole was defending a little
more wide, but the position
on the ball was exactly the
same position as during the
season," Maresca explained.

"If it is a good moment or
not to try new things, I don't
know. But we also are here to
think about the future, and to
try different systems. "Last
year we played three or four
different systems during the
season. The idea is to contin-
ue to evolve and improve,
and to try different things."

- Heat factor -

Philadelphia is sweating
under a fierce heatwave at the
moment, and while the 9:00
pm local time kick-off on
Wednesday should mean that
is not a huge factor for the
game itself, it has made prepa-
rations tricky. "It is almost
impossible to train because of
the weather. Now we are just
trying to save energy for the
game," said Maresca, who is
likely to rotate his squad and
make numerous changes to
the starting line-up.

Striker Nicolas Jackson
is suspended after being
sent off against Flamengo
having come on as a substi-
tute only a few minutes ear-
lier. Chelsea won their
opening match at the tour-
nament, defeating Los
Angeles FC 2-0 in Atlanta,
before the reverse at the
hands of Flamengo.

Esperance bounced back
from a defeat to the
Brazilians as they beat LAFC
1-0 in Nashville in their last
outing -- that is the only vic-
tory so far in six matches at
this Club World Cup for a
North African team. If
Chelsea go through they will
head to Charlotte for a last-16
tie on Saturday against the
winners of Group C, which
could be Bayern Munich.

"If we go through we can
talk about Bayern," said
Maresca. "In this moment it
has to be about tomorrow.
Football is full of surpris-

es." Maher Kanzari, the
coach of the Tunisian
champions, said his team
were ready for a 'historical'
battle against the Blues.

"We are prepared and we
have to fulfil the expecta-
tions of our technical team,
of our fans, of the Tunisian
public. It will be a historical
game," he said. "We will be
well prepared, especially
mentally. Everyone is wait-
ing for this game and we are
really proud of what we have
achieved so far. "Hopefully
we will do what it takes."

Chelsea's Jackson
given two-game ban for
red card: Chelsea striker
Nicolas Jackson has been
given a two-match ban for
his red card in Friday's 3-1
Club World Cup defeat by
Flamengo. Jackson was
dismissed just four minutes
after coming on as a late
substitute for a studs-up
challenge on Flamengo
defender Lucas Ayrton.

The Senegal forward
was given an automatic
one-match ban that rules
him out of tonight's final
group game against African
side ES Tunis (02:00 BST).

But a Fifa disciplinary
committee reviewed the
incident and decided to
extend the ban as it was
deemed serious foul play,
meaning Jackson will miss
Chelsea's last-16 match
should they progress.

The disciplinary com-
mittee's decision is final
and cannot be appealed
against. Enzo Maresca's
side need to avoid defeat by
ES Tunis in Philadelphia to
reach the knockout stage.

The  dismissal  was
Jackson's second in four
matches and means he is
now suspended in two com-
petitions - the Premier
League and Club World Cup.
Alongside his eight yellow
cards, it means Jackson has
a combined record of 10
cards this season.

Ry - -
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LEEDS: Jasprit Bumrah appeals unsuccessfully.

Messi’s Miami and PSG progress to set up Club WC reunion

MIAMI  (AFP): Inter
Miami’s Lionel Messi faces
a tantalising reunion with
former club Paris Saint-
Germain in the Club World
Cup last 16 after both sides
on Monday progressed to
the knockout phase.

Miami drew 2-2 with

Palmeiras to go through
second in Group A, after
the Brazilian side fought
back from two goals down
to seal top spot.

They now face an all-
Brazil  clash  against
Botafogo, who lost 1-0 to
Atletico Madrid but pro-

s
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gressed from Group B in
second at the expense of the
Spaniards.

Champions of Europe
PSG won the group with a
2-0 victory over Seattle
Sounders, paving the way
for the clash with Messi and
surprise package Miami.

>
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Goals from  Tadeo
Allende and Luis Suarez
had Miami on course for a
second victory in the tour-
nament after their shock
win over Porto.

But Palmeiras struck
twice in the last 10 minutes
at Hard Rock Stadium
through  Paulinho and
Mauricio to ensure they
went through.

Suarez, Messi, Sergio
Busquets, Jordi Alba and
Miami coach Javier
Mascherano will also face
their former coach Luis
Enrique, who guided them
to the treble when in charge
at Barcelona in 2015.

“We’re talking about the
champions of Europe. We
know many of their players
and their coach, who I was
lucky enough to have coach
me, and I’ve always said he
is the best in the world,”
said Alba.

“l will connect with
good friends there but once

the game starts, we will
compete, try to beat them,
and why can’t we do it?
This is football.”
Mascherano said
Miami’s progress had ele-
vated Major League Soccer.
“It’s a historic night for
MLS, because we are into
the best 16 teams in the
world. All of the MLS has
to be proud of Inter
Miami,” he said.
Portuguese side Porto and
Egypt’s Al Ahly were elimi-
nated after a thrilling 4-4
draw which was not enough
for either team to overhaul
Palmeiras or Miami.
European  champions
PSG bounced back from
their surprise defeat by
Botafogo with a comfort-
able win in Seattle.
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
and Achraf Hakimi scored
either side of half-time as
the Ligue 1 champions
advanced as group winners
because of Botafogo’s late

defeat to Atletico Madrid in
Pasadena.

“It wasn’t easy because
the pitch was very different
to what we are used to in
Europe so we couldn’t play
with the fluidity that we
like, but we adapted,” said
PSG coach Enrique.

PSG top scorer Ousmane
Dembele played no part for
a third game running after
travelling to the tournament
with an injury.

Atletico out

Atletico’s 4-0 defeat by
Paris  Saint-Germain in
their opener left them need-
ing a big win against
Botafogo to progress.

Former France interna-
tional Antoine Griezmann
scored the game’s only
goal, lashing home a Julian
Alvarez cross in the 87th
minute to give Atletico a
victory that ultimately was
in vain.

“We’re frustrated that
we didn’t qualify — we had

six points,” Atletico coach
Simeone said afterwards.

“At the end of the day
we were punished because
it wasn’t enough.”

Atletico needed a two-
goal swing and were upset
at penalty appeals being
turned down.

“I’ve never seen any-
thing like it, to be honest, I
think we should have been
awarded two penalties,”

complained winger
Giuliano Simeone, the
coach’s son.

On Tuesday, already

qualified Bayern Munich
face Benfica and eliminated
Auckland City take on
Boca Juniors in Group C,
with one more last 16 spot
on the line.

The English Premier
League’s Chelsea later
tackle Esperance Tunis
with the winners to
progress alongside
Flamengo, who face Los
Angeles FC.
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M Pakistan—Saudi ties
O rooted in

horticulture works

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Director General, Parks
and Horticulture
Authority (PHA)
Rawalpindi, = Ahmed
Hassan Ranjha, on
Tuesday, directed the
officials concerned to
enhance the horticulture
work at the hill station,
Murree. During a visit
to review the recre-
ational facilities for
tourists, he directed to
improve the arrange-
ments for the care, cul-

brotherhood, not
transactions: Gilani

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chairman Senate
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani on Tuesday said
Pakistan’s relationship with Saudi Arabia is
based on shared faith, history, and mutual
respect, rather than transactional interests.
He made these remarks during a meet-
ing with Major General (Rtd) Dr. Abdul
Rahman bin Sanhat Al-Harbi, head of the
Saudi-Pakistan Parliamentary Friendship

Reaffirming Pakistan’s unwavering com-
mitment to its alliance with Saudi Arabia,
the Senate Chairman expressed hope that
the Friendship Group would help usher in
a new era of strategic and future-oriented
cooperation. “We also look forward to the
visit of His Highness, the Crown Prince
of Saudi Arabia,” he said.

it He highlighted the historical depth of

k\

tivation and decoration
of lush plants and
colourful flowers at all
important points.
Ranjha said that beauti-
ful designs have been
embroidered on the
walls, and all resources
were utilised for the
beautification of the hill
station to make it more
attractive  for  the
tourists. PHA 1is trying
to make Murree beauti-
ful and green and pro-
vide a good entertain-
ment environment to
the public. He said that
by promoting a green
environment, “We can
also reduce the effects
of environmental pollu-
tion and the heat wave.”

3
b

ISLAMABAD: Ambassddbr of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Pakistan, Alisher Tukhtaev calls

on

Federal Minister for Housing and Works, Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada. —APP Photo

Pirzada, Uzbekistan envoy
discuss collaboration in
communal development

ISLAMABAD, (APP):
Federal Minister for
Housing and Works Mian
Riaz Hussain Pirzada met
with  Alisher Tukhtaev,
Ambassador of the Republic

tive and sustainable solu-
tions, such as recycling,
green construction prac-
tices, and resource-efficient
urban development models.

Ambassador Tukhtaev

ment, water recycling,
green housing, and social
infrastructure.

He also offered
Uzbekistan’s support in shar-
ing models and experiences

ANF recovers
over 32 kgs of
drugs worth
Rs 6.82 min

RAWALPINDI  (APP):
The Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF), conducting four
operations across the
country, recovered as
many as 32.600 kilograms
of drugs worth more than
Rs 6.82 million and arrest-
ed four suspects, including

Group, at Parliament House.
recalled his successful visit to Saudi
Arabia last year and the reciprocal visit by
the Chairman of the Shura Council to
these high-level
exchanges highlight the growing impor-
tance of parliamentary diplomacy.

The Chairman called for institutionaliz-
ing regular dialogue between the Senate of
Pakistan and the Saudi Shura Council
through frequent high-level visits and
enhanced people-to-people contacts.

He also shared his impressions from
meetings with Saudi leadership, noting that
both countries enjoy deep-rooted senti-
ments of mutual love and respect. He
thanked the Kingdom for consistently
improving Hajj and Umrah facilities for
Pakistani pilgrims. Gilani praised the role
of over 2.5 million Pakistanis working in
Saudi Arabia, describing them as vital con-
tributors to both Saudi development and
Pakistan’s economy through remittances.

He appreciated the Kingdom’s efforts

Pakistan. He said

Gilani

early

Pakistan—Saudi defence and security ties
and said economic and trade cooperation
has also played a key role in strengthening
the partnership. Referring to the Special
Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC),
Gilani said the forum offers a one-window
solution for promoting trade and invest-
ment across various sectors. He called for
implementation
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs)
signed between the two countries, and reit-
erated Pakistan’s desire to further enhance
its fraternal ties with the Kingdom.
Addressing members of the Saudi delega-
tion and parliamentarians at a reception, Gilani
termed the visit a sign of mutual trust and
goodwill between the two brotherly nations.
Earlier, the Saudi delegation arrived at
Parliament House, where they received a
warm welcome from the Senate Chairman.
The delegation’s head thanked Gilani for
the hospitality and said Pakistan holds a
key place in the region. He added that both
countries highly value their strong bilater-

of the

Pakistan stands of Uzbekistan to Pakistan, at highlighted the deep-rooted related to rainwater harvest- [ a woman, said an ANF | in taking care of the Pakistani diaspora. al ties and wide-ranging cooperation.
f - Bushra the Ministry of Housing and cultural, religious, and his- ing, high-rise construction, | Headquarters spokesman
or peace. bus Works on Tuesday. torical ~ ties  between smartand green housing, and [ on Tuesday. He informed
ISLAMABAD (APP): The discussion focused Pakistan and Uzbekistan, affordable housing for low- | that 2.4 kgs of hashish
Pakistan Muslim | on collaboration in housing and underscored income groups. were recovered from the
League-Nawaz (PML-| and communal develop- Uzbekistan’s expertise in Moreover, the ambassa- | possession of a woman
N) leader Senator | ment, with both sides areas critical to wurban dor proposed policy collab- | near Haji Camp Terminal
Bushra said on Tuesday | engaging in a constructive development. oration and knowledge | GT Road Peshawar.

that Pakistan believes in | dialogue to explore poten- He noted that one of the exchange in public pro- As many as 15 kgs of
peace and diplomacy, | tial areas of cooperation. key outcomes of the curement, legal and institu- | opium were recovered from

not war. Speaking to a
private news channel,
she called for global
maturity amid Middle
East tensions, adding
that ego and military

They also deliberated on
sustainable urban growth,
paving the way for future
partnerships between the
two nations.

The minister welcomed

Tashkent meetings held in
February 2025 was the
establishment of a Joint
Working Group on Housing
and Communal Services.
The ambassador elabo-

tional reforms, and emerg-
ing construction trends,
emphasizing Uzbekistan’s
willingness to share its
technical expertise during a
period of construction sec-

a vehicle near Industrial

Road, Peshawar and the | %

accused was arrested.

In  another  opera-
tion,13.2 kgs of hashish
were recovered from a

muscle only lead to the | the Ambassador and appre- rated on Uzbekistan’s eco- tor growth. vehicle near Mandi Mor,
loss of lives, resources | ciated Uzbekistan’s fast- nomic reforms, a notable Both sides reaffirmed | [slamabad and the suspect
and time. Commenting | growing economy, increase in Foreign Direct their = commitment to | was arrested. As much as 2

on Pakistan’s diplomat-
ic efforts, she noted that
the delegation was
tasked with promoting a
message of peace glob-
ally. “Pakistan wants
peace, but peace must
not be mistaken for
weakness,” she assert-
ed. Referring to paral-
lels between Indian and
Israeli aggression, she
condemned false alle-
gations and unilateral
military actions. She
also criticized the world

acknowledging the poten-
tial for mutually beneficial
cooperation, especially in
view of Pakistan’s rising
housing needs and increas-
ing water scarcity.

He stressed the impor-
tance of adopting innova-

Investment, and the ongo-
ing transformation of its
housing and construction
sector.

He expressed readiness
to cooperate in training and
capacity-building initia-
tives in housing develop-

enhancing bilateral cooper-
ation, with a shared resolve
to translate their longstand-
ing diplomatic relations
into practical economic and
industrial partnerships in
the housing and urban
development sectors.

Crackdown on sheesha
cafés: 3 sealed, 10 arrested

kgs of hashish were recov-
ered from the possession of
an accused near Sugar Mill
in Peshawar.

Cases have been regis-
tered against the arrested
suspects  under  the
Narcotics Control Act,
and further investigations
are underway.

IRSA releases
261,853
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: A police official on motbrcycie ‘hélps an out of order motorcyclist
by pushing with his foot to reach his destination. —APP Photo

powers for ignoring : Z ° °

treaties, stating that if | ISLAMABAD (APP): The In a related move, torshave resumed business, | ISLAMABAD (APP): ardarl fu1f1 S a ee
countries walk out of | Islamabad Capital Territory Assistant ~Commissioner prompting the administra- [ Indus ~ River  System

agreements, no global | (ICT) administration has Industrial Area took similar tion to carry out unan- | Authority (IRSA) on

law will stand.

CTP chalk out
special traffic plan

RAWALPINDI (APP):
City Traffic Police
(CTP) Rawalpindi have
chalked out a special
traffic plan for
Muharram-ul-Harram
to maintain smooth traf-
fic flow. More than 930

continued its campaign
against illegal indoor cafés
serving sheesha and in late-
night raids three sheesha
cafés were sealed while 10
violators arrested.

On the instructions of
Islamabad’s Deputy
Commissioner Irfan Nawaz
Memon, a surprise opera-
tion was conducted late at
night in Bahria Enclave to
clamp down on illegal

action in Islamabad’s Sector
I-8, where two more illegal
indoor cafés were sealed.
These cafés were reportedly
offering sheesha in violation
of public health and safety
rules. The administration
stated that such places oper-
ate without legal licenses
and ignore warnings issued
by the authorities.

The DC Islamabad has also
directed officials to arrest

nounced inspections.
Officials confirmed that
the recent raids will be fol-
lowed by regular checks
across various sectors of
the city, including F-10, F-
11, G-9, and G-11, where
similar violations have
been reported. The district
administration is coordinat-
ing with the police to
ensure swift legal action in
case of non-compliance.

Tuesday released 261,853
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
349,202 cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, the
water level in River Indus
at Tarbela Dam was
1465.22 feet which was
63.22 feet higher than the
dead level of 1402.00 feet.
Water inflow and outflow
in the dam was recorded as

Benazir's vision: Rubina

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP),
Senator Rubina Khalid
Tuesday said that President
Asif Ali Zardari has turned
the dream of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
into reality through the
launch of the Benazir

reliant,” she said.

“If we fulfill this noble
mission with sincerity, the
gates of heaven will open
for us", she said.

She emphasized the need
to instill confidence among
the most deserving women
of society, ensuring they
are not subjected to fear or

Zardari is a living example
of this truth.”

She praised his fearless
leadership, global recogni-
tion, and powerful repre-
sentation of Pakistan’s
stance on international
forums, describing him as
a proud reflection of the
legacy of both Shaheed

traffic personnel will | indoor sheesha cafés. The those found smoking sheesha Residents in nearby areas | 226,300  cusecs  and | Hunarmand Program—a exploitation. “We must Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
perform duty across the | local administration sealed a at these venues. In earlier have also raised concerns | 153,100 cusecs, respective- | milestone that stands as a work together to counter Shaheed Mohtarma
city during Muharram. | café during the raid and statements, he emphasized over the increasing number | ly. The water level in River | proud achievement for BISP. negative perceptions, Benazir Bhutto.

According to Chief | arrested eight individuals on that indoor cafés offering of such indoor spots. Many | Jhelum at Mangla Dam was Addressing in a cake- address complaints effec- Earlier, Sardar Azmat,
Traffic Officer (CTO) | the spot. All of them were sheesha create health risks and complain about the loud | 1171.50 feet, which was | cutting ceremony organized tively, and build an envi- President of the BISP
Rawalpindi, Beenish | shifted to the police lock-up, disturb the peace in residential music, late-night gatherings, | 121.50 feet higher than its | by BISP employees at the ronment where no injustice Officers Association, and

Fatima, the plan has
been designed to pro-

while a formal case was reg-
istered against the café

and commercial areas. District
authorities said more actions

and the health hazards asso-
ciated with indoor sheesha

dead level of 1,050 feet.
The inflow and outflow of

BISP Headquarters to mark
the 72nd birthday of

is tolerated,” she asserted.
Calling the BISP team a

Sardar Shiraz, President of
the All Pakistan BISP

vide citizens with the | owner, said the spokesman are expected in the coming smoking. Complaints from | water was recorded 29,149 | Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, united family with a shared Employees Welfare
best possible traffic | of ICT administration here. ~days as they tighten enforce- the public have been one of | cusecs and 15,000 cusecs, | Senator Rubina Khalid paid purpose, she said every ini- Association, also
arrangements. The plan According to officials, ment across Islamabad. the main reasons behind the | respectively. The release of | rich tributes to the iconic tiative—especially the addressed the gathering

includes 10 DSPs, 72
senior traffic wardens,
and over 850 traffic
wardens and assistants,

the raid was part of a wider
campaign launched by the
district administration to
enforce existing laws and

Teams are being formed to
inspect cafés, rooftop lounges,
and indoor spots operating in
violation of the law.

ongoing action. The admin-
istration said it will continue
to follow a zero-tolerance
policy against unauthorized

water at Kalabagh, Taunsa,
Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 198,359,
139,428, 86,236  and

leader, calling her vision

and courage a guiding force

for the institution.
“Through BISP, we have

newly launched
Hunarmand  Program—
must be transformed into a
success story.

and shared their thoughts

on the occasion.
The event

with  Senator

concluded
Rubina

who will be deployed | health regulations, which The Islamabad Capital sheesha cafés and similar | 35,045 cusecs, respective- | worked to make the lives of Paying tribute  to Khalid and BISP staff joint-
on special duty during | prohibit indoor smoking Territory (ICT) administra- indoor establishments. In |ly. Similarly, from River | deserving individuals easi- Pakistan Peoples Party ly cutting the birthday cake
Muharram ul Harram. | and unauthorized hookah tion has previously warned future operations, those | Kabul, a total of 31,900 [ er. Now, with the Benazir Chairman Bilawal Bhutto in honour of Shaheed

During Muharram pro-
cessions, roads will be
closed for all types of
traffic and blocked with
wire barricades.
Alternative routes will
be provided to avoid
congestion on roads.
Special efforts will be
made to keep traffic
flowing smoothly on
these alternate roads,
she added. The CTO
held a special meeting
at Traffic Headquarters,
Race Course, with all
DSPs, Circle Incharges,
Sector Incharges, and
Duty Officers. She
instructed that vehicles
and motorcycles must
be parked at least 500
yards away from pro-
cession routes. If there
is a ban on pillion rid-
ing, it must be strictly
enforced. Strict action
will be taken against
vehicles and motorcy-
cles without number
plates or those using
black paper. Such vehi-
cles will be impounded
to the police station.
Beenish Fatima empha-
sized team work and
coordination with the
district police must be
ensured to maintain
peace and security.

>

services. The operation was
led by field staff under the
direct supervision of senior
administrative officers.

all owners of indoor smok-
ing cafés to halt operations
or face legal consequences.
Despite this, several opera-

facilitating such services and
even customers found vio-
lating the rules will be
booked under relevant laws.

cusecs of water released at
Nowshera and 29,439
cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Hunarmand Program, we
aim to improve their quali-
ty of life and empower
them to become self-

Zardari, Senator Rubina
Khalid said, “Leaders are
not merely made—they are
born. Bilawal Bhutto

Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto,
reaffirming their dedication
to her mission of empower-
ment and social justice.

NADRA overhauls child registration system to enhance
identity protection and curb human smuggling

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National
Database and Registration Authority,
upon the recommendations of Federal
Minister for Interior and Narcotics
Control Mohsin Naqvi and with the
subsequent approval of Federal
Cabinet, has implemented major
changes to its Child Registration
Certificate (CRC), also known as
Form-B, introducing a revised structure
that aims to strengthen child identity
verification and block loopholes previ-
ously exploited in human smuggling.

NADRA’s spokesperson  and
Director Public Engagement, Syed
Shabahat Ali told Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) on Tuesday that the pre-
vious system lacked biometric or photo-
graphic identification for individuals
under the age of 18. This absence of
post-birth identification measures creat-
ed vulnerabilities in the national regis-
tration system, making it susceptible to
misuse by organized networks engaged
in illegal migration and trafficking.

To counter these threats and ensure a
secure and verifiable registration sys-

tem, NADRA has now discontinued the
earlier group form method that allowed
multiple children to be registered collec-
tively on a single form. With the amend-
ments in NIC Rules 2002 notified on
19th Jun 2025, every child will require a
separate, individual CRC form, enhanc-
ing an accuracy and accountability.

The new system introduces age-spe-
cific protocols for registration. For chil-
dren under the age of three, NADRA
will issue a CRC without a photograph
or biometric data, and this certificate
will automatically expire when the child
turns three. From the age of three to
under ten years, the child’s photograph
becomes a mandatory requirement, and
in NADRA centres equipped with
advanced facilities, an iris scan may
also be recorded. Once the child reaches
ten years of age, a full biometric profile,
including fingerprints, photographs, and
iris scan (where available), is compulso-
ry. The certificate issued at this stage
remains valid until the child turns 18.

An important condition under the
new policy is that parents must now

present a birth registration certificate
issued by the relevant Union Council
before they can obtain a CRC from
NADRA. Without this official docu-
ment, the authority will not proceed
with the registration process.

Mr. Shabahat emphasized that these
changes were introduced to preserve
the integrity of family structures in the
national database and to ensure that
only genuine familial links are reflected
in official records. The updated system,
he said, would protect the identities of
Pakistani citizens from unauthorized
inclusion and identity manipulation.

He further clarified that despite the
introduction of biometric requirements
and expiry dates, there has been no
increase in the CRC processing fee,
which remains the same. NADRA, he
noted, has remained committed to
offering affordable identity services .
“When it comes to serve the registra-
tion of Pakistani nationals, Our objec-
tive has never been profit. It has always
been to protect and authenticate the
identity of Pakistanis,” he stated.

In addition to reforms in child registra-
tion, NADRA has made updates to the
basic National Identity Card, commonly
referred to as the non-smart or simple
card. This version of the card now features
a QR code to support digital verification,
which can be scanned through NADRA’s
official mobile application. Moreover, to
assist citizens applying for travel docu-
ments, the applicant’s name and father’s
name are now printed in both English and
Urdu. This update is particularly aimed to
facilitate card holders who want to obtain
their passport to ensure consistency in
data ( particularly spellings of their name)
between national ID cards and passports,
reducing the likelihood of discrepancies in
spelling or transliteration.

Mr. Shabahat reiterated that the first-
time issuance of the non-smart NIC
upon reaching the age of 18 remains
entirely free of charge. While citizens
are later given the choice to apply for a
smart card, which includes an electron-
ic chip and enhanced security features,
the non-smart card remains a valid and
fully functional identity document.

However, the NADRA spokesperson
expressed serious concern over the
growing number of citizens holding
expired identity cards. Citing internal
statistics, he revealed that more than 10
million citizens are currently using
expired NICs, often unaware of the risks
involved. He warned that expired cards
can hinder access to emergency services,
delay legal documentation, and pose sig-
nificant challenges in critical situations
such as hospital admissions or travel.

“When a citizen’s ID card expires, it
reflects a decade-old record. It becomes
necessary for NADRA to update that
individual’s biometric information to
ensure continued authenticity,” he said.

Mr. Shabahat concluded by underlin-
ing that these comprehensive reforms
were not only about data management but
also about national security and identity
protection. With improved verification
processes, individual CRCs, biometric
integration, and expiry tracking, NADRA
aims to close long-standing gaps and
reinforce the legitimacy and security of
Pakistan’s identity infrastructure.




Enmity claims two lives

BAMYAN (Pajhwok): Two people have
been killed in a clash in the first security dis-
trict of Bamyan city due to personal enmity
on Tuesday. Saboor Farzan Sighani, a
spokesman for the Bamyan governor said
that two residents of ‘Sarasiab’ village were
killed in a clash. He added that the incident
took place last night. He cited personal
enmity as the motive behind the incident and
said, without giving details, that an investi-

gation has been launched into the matter.
.
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( Radio resumed broadcasts 1

KABUL (Khaama Press): Ruh-e-Farda
resumed its broadcasts after a two-month
break, now accessible in Kabul via antennas
and globally through satellite. Radio and
Television “Rah-e-Farda” has resumed its
broadcasts after a two-month hiatus. The sta-
tion made this announcement on Tuesday.
“Rah-e-Farda” is now accessible in Kabul via
regular antennas and globally through the
Turkmen Alam satellite, ensuring widespread

availability for its viewers.

J

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Igbal

Amir criticizes US over
frozen Afghan assets

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
acting foreign minister of
Afghanistan, Amir Khan
Muttaqi, criticized the
United States for freezing
Afghanistan’s foreign
reserves, calling the move
illegal and demanding the
immediate and uncondi-
tional release of the coun-
try’s assets.

Muttaqi stressed that the
US decision has severely
disrupted the natural course
of Afghanistan’s economic
development.

He also urged member
states of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) to fulfill their
humanitarian and Islamic
responsibilities by utilizing
all available means to help
lift the sanctions.

In his statement, Muttaqi
said: “After two decades of

war in Afghanistan, the US
has frozen the national
wealth of the Afghan peo-
ple, creating major chal-
lenges for the country’s nat-
ural economic growth. I
once again call on the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation and its mem-
ber states to ensure the
release of Afghanistan’s
frozen central bank assets
without further delay or
obstacles.”

Referring to Afgha-
nistan’s strategic location in
the heart of Asia, Muttaqi
noted that the country has
the potential to become a
vital hub for trade and tran-
sit among Islamic nations.

He added: “Afghanistan,
recognized as the heart of
Asia, is ready to serve as a
key gateway for transit,
trade, and economic connec-

tivity among Islamic coun-
tries. We are prepared to play
a constructive role within the
framework of the OIC
Strategic Economic Agenda
in areas such as regional con-
nectivity, energy, logistics,
and investment.”

Economic experts
believe that if Afghanistan
focuses on domestic pro-
duction and exports during
this crisis, it could ease
some of the pressure result-
ing from international sanc-
tions.

Economic analyst Mir

Shakir Yaqubi told
TOLOnews: “In order to
mitigate the negative

effects of sanctions and
global restrictions imposed
on Afghanistan, the govern-
ment must fulfill certain
essential responsibilities.
One of these is enhancing

domestic production capac-
ities.  Achieving  this
requires cooperation from
neighboring countries so
that Afghanistan can at
least play an effective role
in transport, transit, and
global trade  systems.
Additionally,  alongside
boosting production capac-
ities, export volumes must
also be increased.”

This comes more than
four years after Afghan-
istan’s foreign assets were
frozen, with no significant
steps taken by the interna-
tional community thus far.

Previously, a deputy
minister of the Ministry of
Economy announced that
Afghanistan is working to
establish joint banks with
China, Russia, and Iran to
reduce the impact of bank-
ing sanctions.

Taliban build 12 religious schools
as girls’ education remains restricted

= e
KABUL (Amu TV): Over
the last quarter, the Taliban
have built 12 religious —
often jihadist — schools
across six provinces, accor-
ding to data released by the
Ministry of Education
under their administration.
Critics argue the schools
represent a significant push
toward ideological indoc-
trination of young people in
the country.

Ministry figures show
that construction took place
in April, May, and June,
with three schools complet-

ed in April, nine in May and
one in early June, located in
Ghazni, Paktia, Kandahar,
Badakhshan, Faryab and
Panjshir. Among these, one
madrasa in Kandahar’s
Daman district cost approx-
imately $17,500 to build,
while another in Argun dis-
trict, Paktika, had a reported
investment of over $11,500.

Human rights activists
have voiced their concern.
Abdul?Ahad?Farzam, an
advocate for education
rights, warned that “thou-
sands of young men and

women” who graduate
from these institutions are
“equipped with extremist
ideology but without the
necessary skills for the job
market or contributing to
national development.”
The surge in these
schools coincides with
steep restrictions on girls’
education. Secondary
schooling for girls beyond
grade six remains banned,
and universities remain
closed to them. Sadaf, a
student in Kabul, said:
“The gates of school are

master’s

closed to us. I don’t under-
stand our crime—we see
boys and girls studying
together in other countries,
but in Afghanistan, girls
from seventh grade onward
are deprived of education.”

In a troubling escalation,
several new madrasas are
being constructed within
military compounds in
Badakhshan’s Kuran and
Manjan districts. At the
same time, the Taliban’s
Higher Education Ministry
has awarded bachelor’s and
diplomas to
approximately 2,500 gradu-

- ates of religious seminaries,

including instructors at the
Darul Uloom Haqqani.

Analysts caution that
while these schools may fill
gaps left by a faltering pub-
lic education system, they
also risk deepening extrem-
ist ideology at the expense
of broader learning and
economic opportunity.
With girls still barred from
education and curricula
focused on  religious
instruction, Afghanistan’s
youth may face mounting
obstacles to participation in
the workforce and broader
society.

UN warns of severe humanitarian
crisis in Afghanistan

KABUL (Khaama Press):

UN officials report
Afghanistan faces severe
humanitarian needs, with
widespread hunger, malnu-
trition, water shortages, and
educational restrictions,
especially for girls.

Joyce Msuya, the UN
Assistant Secretary General
for Humanitarian Affairs
and Deputy Emergency
Relief Coordinator, high-
lighted the ongoing and
severe humanitarian needs

facing the people of
Afghanistan. Speaking at
the UN Security Council on
Monday, June 23, she out-
lined how decades of con-
flict, structural poverty, cli-
mate crises, and the severe
restrictions on women and
girls have worsened the
country’s crisis.

Msuya noted that Afgha-
nistan’s maternal mortality
rate is more than 2.5 times
the global average, while
widespread drought contin-

ues to threaten large parts of
the country. She also
emphasized that one in five
Afghans faces hunger, and
three million people are sev-
erely malnourished, with
nearly 3.7 million children
unable to attend school.
Among those affected by
educational restrictions,
Msuya pointed out that 2.2
million girls over the age of
11 are prohibited from atten-

. ding school due to the

Taliban’s policies. These
ongoing barriers significant-
ly impact the future of Af-
ghanistan’s youth, especially
girls, who face the brunt of
the educational crisis.

Msuya also warned that
Kabul may become the first
capital city in modern his-
tory to face severe water
shortages. She revealed that
groundwater levels in
Kabul have dropped by 30
meters, and nearly half of
the city’s wells have run
dry, exacerbating the grow-
ing water crisis.

In her remarks, Msuya
stressed the vital role of
Afghanistan’s women in
humanitarian operations.
Despite facing numerous
threats and restrictions,
Afghan women continue to
serve on the frontlines of
humanitarian aid, reaching
marginalized communities
that would otherwise be left
without support.

Msuya further highlight-
ed that the Afghanistan
Humanitarian Fund has
recently allocated $2.4 mil-
lion to local organizations,
including those often over-
looked. This financial sup-
port is crucial to maintain-
ing vital services amid
ongoing challenges.

Dorothy Shea, the US
Ambassador to the UN,
also addressed the meeting,
stating that the Afghani-
stan’s people continue to
suffer from poverty, unem-
ployment, lack of basic
services, and the impacts of
natural disasters.

T20 cricket tournament kicks off

GHAZNI CITY (PaJhwok)
A twenty/20 cricket tourna-
ment titled “Ghazi District
Cup” has begun featuring
10 teams from eight dis-
tricts and Ghazni city of

southern Ghazni province,
an official said on Tuesday.

Head of Cricket Abdul
Wadoud Paktiawal told
Pajhwok Afghan News the
12-match tournament wou-

1d last for about 15 days.
“These 10 teams have
been divided into two
groups, each team would
play four matches, and the
top two teams from each

group would advance to the

semi-finals”: he added.
The competition is

aimed at developing crick-

' ct, finding young talents
. and strengthening brother-

hood between districts,
Paktiawal hoped this would

| introduce young talents to

Afghan domestic cricket.
On the other hand, ath-

letes, happy with the tour-

nament, called for holding

" more such events.

Matiullah Folad, a play-
er from the Raees Club
team, told Pajhwok they
were facing problems due
to lack of a stadium. He
said: “There are no stan-
dard grounds, where we
can play with confidence”.

Folad urged the govern-
ment to pay serious atten-
tion to stadiums and sports
facilities.

Traders
participate
in Kunming

Expo

KABUL (TOLOnews): Se-
veral Afghan entrepreneurs
who participated in the 9th
International Kunming
Trade Expo in China have
expressed satisfaction with
their involvement in the
event. They stated that dur-
ing the exhibition, they
successfully sold products
and held discussions with
international buyers.

Mohammad Omar, who
had a booth at the expo,
said: “We had excellent
sales, and even local shop-
keepers came and bought a
lot from our booth. We are
very pleased with this
exhibition.”

Mohammad Shafi,
another Afghan exhibitor,
said: “The expo was very
impressive and successful.
God willing, the next exhi-
bition will be held on the
25th in Shenyang.”

This six-day exhibition
hosted over 1,400 compa-
nies from various coun-
tries, with 88 booths specit-
ically allocated to Afghan
traders.

According to the Afghan
Carpet Producers and
Exporters Union, active
participation of Afghan
entrepreneurs in such exhi-
bitions presents a valuable
opportunity for the growth
of the carpet sector.

Abdulmanan Haidari,
Executive Director of the
Union, said: “Those who
traveled to China had the
chance to participate in two
exhibitions. As a result,
they are now in a better
position to operate effec-
tively, build stronger con-
nections, and sign better
agreements and contracts.”

During the event,
Deputy Chief Minister
Abdul Salam Hanafi stated
that the Islamic Emirate
seeks to expand commer-
cial relations with China
and other South Asian
countries.

Reduction in
industrial
park land

prices

LOGAR (BNA): Officials
at the Logar Directorate of
Industry and Commerce
say that due to the efforts of
this office and the support
of the Ministry of Industry
and Commerce, the cost of
one jerib (approximately
0.2 hectares) of land in the
industrial parks of Moh-
ammad Agha district has
been reduced from $30,000
to $15,000 to encourage
better investment opportu-
nities. Additionally, 250
jeribs of land have been
made ready for distribution
to industrialists.

Sanagol Golzar, the
media officer for the
Directorate of Industry and
Commerce, stated that cur-
rently 1,500 jeribs of land
have been allocated in the
industrial parks of
Mohammad Agha district,
of which 250 jeribs are now
ready for distribution.

Golzar added that the
land distribution process for
industrialists and investors
in this township has begun.
In the first phase, land has
been allocated to six indus-
trial and manufacturing
companies, one of which
has already started its initial
operations. The remaining
five companies are expect-
ed to commence their prac-
tical activities in production
and industry soon.

The Logar Directorate of
Industry and Commerce
has called on domestic
traders as well as Afghan
businesspeople operating
abroad to take advantage of
the opportunities available
in the Mohammad Agha
Industrial Park and con-
tribute to the country’s eco-
nomic growth.

Neighboring countries
must ensure protection
of Afghan refugees

KABUL (TOLOnews): The UN Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) has called for the pro-
tection of Afghan refugees in Iran amid the
ongoing conflict.

Arafat Jamal, head of UNHCR opera-
tions for Afghanistan, expressed concern
over recent clashes between India and
Pakistan and the rising tensions in Iran. He
urged host countries to continue their com-
mitment to the safety and dignity of
Afghan refugees living within their bor-
ders.

“We are witnessing growing instability
in the region,” Jamal said. “Recently, we
saw clashes between India and Pakistan,
and now we are seeing tensions in Iran. We
are deeply concerned and alarmed by these
developments. We urge neighboring coun-
tries to continue protecting refugees and
treating them with dignity, even amid
instability.”

Jamal emphasized that UNHCR, in
cooperation with its partners and current
Afghan authorities, is working to ensure
the safe and successful return of Afghan
refugees in a way that contributes to long-
term stability and economic development.

He reiterated his call for dialogue
among host countries on the issue of
refugee returns: “My message to countries
in the region is one of cooperation. Let us
not waste the generosity and support
extended over the past 40 years. Let us
come together at one table to discuss how
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to support the voluntary return of Afghans,
and find solutions for those who cannot
return. Let us explore how this process can
become a source of peace, stability, and
growth.”

Jamal also appealed for greater interna-

tional support: “My final message is to the
international community. You have sup-
ported programs in Afghanistan for 40
years and have consistently stood by the
refugees. I ask you again: do not abandon
us at this critical moment. With war on
one border and instability on others, this is
not the time to turn away from
Afghanistan.”

This call comes just days before the
deadlines set by Iran and Pakistan for the
departure of Afghan refugees. Pakistan has
set its deadline for the 9th of this month,
and Iran for the 15th.

Information on Afghan-American detained:

United States offers
$5 million reward

KABUL (Ariana News): The United
States has announced a reward of up to $5
million for information leading to the loca-
tion and safe return of Mahmoud Habibi,
an Afghan-American businessman who
was detained by the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan’s (IEA) intelligence agency
nearly two years ago.

The offer, issued through the State
Department’s Rewards for Justice program
on Monday, underscores growing concern
over Habibi’s fate.

He was arrested on August 10, 2022, in
Kabul. A former head of Afghanistan’s
civil aviation authority under the previous
Western-backed government, Habibi was
reportedly detained along with his driver
and 29 colleagues from a local telecom-
munications firm.

All but two — Habibi and another
unnamed individual — have since been
released.

“Habibi has not been heard from since
his initial arrest, and the so-called Taliban
(IEA) government has yet to provide any
information regarding his whereabouts or

condition,”
said.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
which took power in August 2021 follow-
ing the withdrawal of US and allied forces,
has denied holding Habibi. Despite repeat-
ed requests from US officials and interna-
tional rights organizations, no credible
details about his status have emerged.

The Biden and now Trump administra-
tions have made the recovery of US citi-
zens detained abroad a key priority. The
reward offer forms part of a broader effort
by Washington to pressure the IEA and
mobilize public cooperation to help locate
Americans detained in conflict zones.

The State Department has urged indi-
viduals with relevant information to con-
tact the Rewards for Justice program
through secure and anonymous channels.

Habibi’s disappearance remains a sensi-
tive issue in US-IEA relations, with
American officials warning that unre-
solved detentions such as his pose a major
obstacle to any meaningful engagement
with the current Afghan authorities.

the department’s statement

100 shops shut for price
gouging in Ghazni

GHAZNI CITY (Pajhwok): Authorities in
the capital of southern Ghazni province
have shut down more than 100 shops for
arbitrarily increasing food prices under the
pretext of the Iran-Israel conflict.

Abdul Wali Jalalzai, spokesman for the
Ghazni Municipality, told Pajhwok
Afghan News that over the past few days,
numerous shops engaged in hoarding and
selling goods at inflated prices have been
closed.

He said certain traders and shopkeepers
were exploiting the international situa-
tion—particularly rumors related to the
Iran-Israel conflict—to unjustifiably hike
food prices.

According to Jalalzai, several individu-
als have also been arrested on charges of
price manipulation. They will be released

on bail after signing written commitments
not to repeat the offense. He added that
over 100 shops had been sealed so far, and
assured the public that authorities were
actively working to curb hoarding and
would deal with violators in accordance
with the law.

Abdul Jabbar, a resident of Ghazni City,
told Pajhwok that many shopkeepers arbi-
trarily set prices and take advantage of
crises for personal profit.

He said that last week, the price of near-
ly every essential food item had increased
by around 300 afghanis, making them
unaffordable for low-income families.

Jabbar urged the authorities to imple-
ment consistent and decisive measures to
prevent unjustified price hikes and protect
vulnerable communities.

Heat and poverty drive illness

KANDAHAR (Amu TV):
A combination of extreme
heat and widespread pover-
ty is fueling a surge in sea-
sonal illnesses among chil-
dren in Kandahar Province,
where temperatures have
climbed above 40°C
(104°F). For many families
in Daman District, the cri-
sis deepens daily.

Mothers here report that
their children are suffering
from heat exhaustion and
other seasonal ailments, but
they cannot afford medical

care. “My toddler is very
sick, and I have no money
for treatment,” said Hafiza,
a mother in Daman.

gone,”

said Omra Gul, an-
other resident.
gle packet of tablets is pro-
vided anymore. Our eco-

from chronic staff shortages
and limited medical sup-
plies. Temperatures above
40°C make infants especial-

“Not a sin-

“Clinics are closed, and
they won’t treat us.”
With international aid to

Afghanistan recently
reduced, local health serv-
ices have deteriorated

sharply. Where free medi-
cine and basic treatments
were once available, now
there is little to no support.

“The clinics that used to
give us free medicine are

nomic situation is terrible.”

She added: “All our chil-
dren are sick. Clinics are
closed, and we have no
financial means.”

Daman is one of the most
populous  districts  in
Kandahar and is beset by
long-term economic hard-
ship. Many families live
under the Taliban-run health
ministry, which suffers

ly vulnerable; mothers say
they resort to splashing
water on their children’s
faces to provide brief relief.

Local officials and aid
groups warn that without
urgent intervention—such
as mobile clinics, medical
outreach, or financial assis-

district’s children could
deteriorate further.
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NA approves over Rs26.99b grants for Commerce Division

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
National Assembly on
Tuesday approved two
demands for grants of over
Rs. 26.99 to cover the
Commerce Division’s
expenditure for the finan-
cial year ending June 30,
2026.

Finance and Revenue
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb presented the
demands in the House,
which were passed with
majority support. The 67
cut motions moved by the
opposition members were
rejected.

The House approved a
sum not exceeding Rs.
26,948,574,000 to meet
expenditure during the
financial year ending on
30th June, 2026 in respect
of commerce division and
a sum not exceeding Rs.
50,000,000 for develop-
ment expenditure of com-
merce division.

Winding up the debate

on cut motions in the
National Assembly,
Federal  Minister  for

Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan said the govern-
ment’s $60 billion export
target is backed by years of

planning, consultations,
and reforms—not mere
imagination.

The minister said the
Strategic Trade Policy
Framework (STPF)
2024-30 was  shaped

through consultations with
17 sectoral councils and
included officials from the
federal and provincial gov-
ernments.

“We identified chal-
lenges in each sector, pro-
posed legal and institution-
al reforms, and created a
clear roadmap,” he said.

He dismissed claims
that the policy was
designed in isolation,
adding that a full analysis

of global trade patterns and
local institutions was con-
ducted.  “Our  policy
reflects ground realities
and has clear steps to
achieve the $60 billion
goal,” he said.

The minister said the
private sector was fully
engaged in the planning
process. “We addressed
key issues like production
costs, taxation, and mone-
tary policy to make the
environment  business-
friendly,” he added.

He announced that
Pakistan’s commercial
attachés abroad have been
renamed as Trade and
Investment Officers
(TIOs), and are now select-
ed through a competitive
process involving private
sector representatives.

“For the first time, we
are launching an
Electronic Trade Analysis
Portal,” the minister said.

TIOs will use the portal to
report daily on perform-
ance, outreach, and invest-
ment opportunities. Their
work will be measured
through strict KPIs and
TORs.

He stressed that trans-
parency, accountability,
and efficiency are now
central to trade gover-
nance. “Our export policy
is now built on real-time
action, not just paper-
work,” he said.

Highlighting export per-
formance, the minister said
Pakistan recorded a five-
year high in Basmati rice
exports this year. “Even
with India returning to the
market and slashing prices
by 15-20 percent, our rice
exports held firm at $3.3
billion,” he said.

He clarified that
Pakistan’s total exports are
closer to $30 billion, con-
trary to some claims of $27

billion.

The minister said TIO
postings are now made
through a transparent,
merit-based process, end-
ing past practices of
favoritism. “Now, skilled
officers are sent to critical
markets, and their per-
formance is  closely
tracked,” he added.

He also announced a
new online portal where
TIOs submit reports and
are evaluated daily, week-
ly, and monthly.

Dr. Jam Kamal
announced the formation
of Pakistan’s first National
Compliance Council to
help exporters—especially
SMEs—meet global stan-
dards. A dedicated head
has been appointed, and
training is underway.

For the first time, the
Commerce Ministry has
also appointed a Head of
Research to guide deci-

sions based on solid data
and market trends.

The  minister  said
Pakistan is preparing its
first-ever Domestic
Commerce Policy to pro-
mote local production.
“We can’t increase exports
without building local sur-
plus,” he said.

He also stressed that
agro-food and food tech-
nology have been identi-
fied as key export areas.
“We’re bringing food tech
into our export policy to
meet global market needs,”
he added.

On GSP Plus, the minis-
ter said preparations are
underway with involve-
ment from the Law,
Interior ministries, and
provincial governments.
Local and international
firms are providing consul-
tancy services for compli-
ance.

Institutions

like the

Export Development Fund
(EDF) and Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP), once
inactive, have been
restructured. EDF now has
a full team, a CEO, and a
technical assistance wing.
Performance reports will
soon be presented to
Parliament.

The federal budget, he
noted, offers relief to
domestic manufacturers,
particularly those using

local raw  materials.
Regulatory Duties and
other levies are being

phased out under a five-
year industrial plan.

He said a steering com-
mittee led by the finance
minister 1is monitoring
industry reforms, with reg-
ular meetings every 10-15
days. The committee
includes ministers of com-
merce, petroleum, and
food security.

The minister noted that
Pakistan achieved $8 bil-
lion in agro-food exports
last year—its highest ever.
“This came despite falling
global demand, dropping
interest rates, and inflation
now in single digits,” he
said.

He added that the gov-
ernment is focused on
strengthening value
chains, reforming export
facilitation schemes, and
upgrading port and ship-
ping infrastructure. The
Prime Minister himself is
supervising  efforts to
streamline FBR reforms
and the Single Window
Initiative.

“We are implementing
major reforms in trade and
industry. With every pass-
ing month, you’ll see
measurable improvement
in both performance and
outcomes,” the minister
added.

NDMA urges vigilance as
rain, thunderstorms loom over

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
National Disaster
Management  Authority
(NDMA) on Tuesday urged
citizens to remain cautious,
as isolated rainfall, thun-
derstorms, and windstorms
are forecast for Islamabad
and several areas across
Punjab from June 25 to July
1.

In an impact-based
weather report issued by
the National Emergencies
Operation Center (NEOC)
of NDMA, weather condi-
tions across various regions
of Pakistan, have been out-
lined for the period from
25th June to 1st July 2025.

These alerts indicate the
likelihood of thunder-
storms, windstorms, and
flash floods in different
parts of the country, posing
potential threats to public
safety, infrastructure, and
transportation systems.

Isolated rainfall, thun-
derstorms, and windstorms
are expected in Islamabad
and most parts of Punjab,
including Rawalpindi,
Murree, Galliyat, Attock,

Chakwal, Jhelum,
Mianwali, Hafizabad,
Sargodha, Faisalabad,
Sialkot, Narowal, Okara,
Lahore, Gujranwala,
Gujrat, Multan,

Bahawalpur,
Bahawalnagar, Rahim Yar
Khan, Dera Ghazi Khan,
and adjoining areas.

These conditions may
lead to uprooting of weak
trees, temporary power out-
ages, and damage to vul-
nerable structures,
rooftops, vehicles, and
electric lines.

Citizens are advised to
avoid standing near trees,
signboards, or weak struc-
tures and to park vehicles in
covered, secure locations.

NEOC also highlighted
the risk of flash flooding in

upper Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,  Kashmir,
Potohar  region, and

Islamabad, where scattered
to widespread moderate to

heavy  rainfall, with
chances of very heavy
downpours at isolated

places, is forecast.
This may cause flash

floods in local streams and
nullahs, disrupt road access
in hilly areas, and lead to
landslides. The risk to prop-
erty, infrastructure, and
public safety in flood-prone
and low-lying areas is sig-
nificant.

Residents in vulnerable
locations are urged to exer-
cise caution, avoid unnec-
essary travel, and secure
household belongings and
livestock.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
isolated thunderstorms and
rainfall are expected in
Chitral, Dir, Haripur,
Karak, Kohat, Kohistan,
Khyber, Kurram,
Mansehra, Mohmand,
Nowshera, Malakand,
Charsadda, Abbottabad,
Bannu, Buner, Hazara,
Peshawar, Swabi, Swat,
Waziristan, and nearby
areas. Strong winds and
thunderstorms may affect
power supply, cause struc-
tural damage, and reduce
visibility on roads due to
dust and rain.

Additionally, isolated
rainfall and thunderstorms

are likely in Gilgit-
Baltistan, including Astore,
Skardu, Hunza, Shigar,
Ghizer, Ghanche, Diamer,
Nagar, Gilgit, and sur-
rounding areas from 26th to
29th June 2025. In Azad
Jammu and  Kashmir
(AJK), including Bagh,
Rawalakot, Neelum Valley,
Muzaffarabad, Haveli, and
Hattian Bala, isolated
heavy rainfall and thunder-
storms are expected from
25th June to 1st July 2025,
with occasional gaps.

NDMA strongly urges
all citizens, travelers, and
relevant departments to
take precautionary meas-
ures and remain vigilant
throughout this period.

Emergency  response
units are advised to stay on
alert for possible rescue and
evacuation operations.
Public is encouraged to stay
informed by regularly
checking weather updates
and downloading the “Pak
NDMA Disaster Alert”
mobile application for real-
time information and advi-
sories.

China’s Xi urges Singapore
leader to resist ‘hegemony’

BEIJING (AFP): Chinese
President Xi Jinping called
on Singapore’s prime min-
ister to join the fight against
“hegemony” and protec-
tionism in trade as they met
in Beijing on Tuesday.

Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong’s first offi-
cial visit to China lasts until
Thursday.

He met Xi on Tuesday
morning at Beijing’s opu-
lent Great Hall of the
People, with the Chinese
leader urging their two
countries to work to “stand
on the right side of history
and on the side of fairness
and justice,” according to
state broadcaster CCTV.

He told Wong that “the
world cannot return to

hegemony or be dragged
back to the law of the jun-
gle,” a veiled swipe at the
United States, after
President Donald Trump
launched a barrage of tar-
iffs this year on countries
including  China  and
Singapore.

Wong, in turn, told Xi he
believed the Singapore-
China relationship was
“more important than
before” in a time of “global
turbulence and uncertain-
ty.”
“We can work together
to establish closer ties
and... continue to strength-
en multilateralism and the
rules-based global order for
the benefit of all countries,”
Wong said.

Wong, who succeeded
Lee Hsien Loong, the son
of founding premier Lee
Kuan Yew, in 2024, has
warned the trade-dependent
city-state could be hit hard
by Trump’s tariffs.

Although Trump
imposed a baseline 10 per-
cent tariff on Singapore, the
country is vulnerable to a
global economic slowdown
caused by the much higher
levies on dozens of other
countries because of its
heavy reliance on interna-
tional trade.

Following his meetings
in Beijing, Wong will head
to the northern Chinese city
of Tianjin for a meeting of
the  World Economic
Forum.

Trump says Israel-Iran
ceasefire 1s 1n effect

Continue from Front Page

As Trump spoke to
reporters at the White
House before departing for
the NATO summit, he
expressed disappointment
with both sides.

Iran “violated it, but
Israel violated it too,”
Trump said. ”I'm not happy
with Israel.”

Trump’s frustration was
palpable, using an expletive
to hammer home his point.

“We basically have two
countries that have been
fighting so long and so hard
that they don’t know what
the f—- they’re doing,” he
said.

Later, however, he
announced that Israel had
backed off its threat to
attack Tehran and would
turn its jets around.

Netanyahu’s office said
Israel struck an Iranian
radar site in response to the
Iranian missile attack early
Tuesday, but Israeli forces
held off on something big-
ger.

Following Trump’s con-
versation with Netanyahu,
“Israel refrained from addi-
tional attacks,” Netanyahu’s
office said.

Netanyahu said Israel
agreed to a bilateral cease-
fire with Iran, in coordina-
tion with Trump, after the
country achieved all of its
war goals, including remov-
ing the threat of Iran’s
nuclear and ballistic missile
programs.

It’s unclear what role
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,

Iran’s leader, played in the
talks. He said earlier on
social media that he would
not surrender.

Trump said Tuesday that
he wasn’t seeking regime
change in Iran, two days
after floating the idea him-
self in a social media post.

“I don’t want it,” Trump
told reporters on Air Force
One. “Regime change takes
chaos and, ideally, we don’t
want to see much chaos.”

Before the ceasefire was
announced, Israel’s military
said Iran launched 20 mis-
siles toward Israel. Police
said they damaged at least
three densely packed resi-
dential buildings in the city
of Beersheba. First respon-
ders said they retrieved four
bodies from one building
and were searching for
more. At least 20 people
were injured.

Outside, the shells of
burned out cars littered the
streets. Broken glass and
rubble covered the area.
Police said some people
were injured while inside
their apartments’ reinforced
safe rooms, which are
meant to withstand rockets
but not direct hits from bal-
listic missiles.

The attack followed a
limited Iranian missile
attack Monday on a U.S.
military base in Qatar, retal-
iating for earlier American
bombing of its nuclear sites.
The U.S. was warned by
Iran in advance, and there
were no casualties.

Drones attacked military

bases in Iraq overnight,
including some housing
U.S. troops, the Iragi army
and a U.S. military official
said Tuesday.

A senior U.S. military
official, who spoke on con-
dition of  anonymity
because he was not author-
ized to comment publicly,
said U.S. forces shot down
drones attacking Ain al-
Assad in the desert in west-
ern Iraq and at a base next
to the Baghdad airport,
while another one crashed.

No casualties were
reported, and no group
claimed responsibility for
the attacks in Iraq. Some
Iran-backed Iraqi militias
had previously threatened
to target U.S. bases if the
U.S. attacked Iran.

In Israel, at least 28 peo-
ple have been killed and
more than 1,000 wounded
in the war. Israeli strikes on
Iran have killed at least 974
people and wounded 3,458
others, according to the
Washington-based group
Human Rights Activists.

The group, which has
provided detailed casualty
figures from Iranian unrest,
said of those killed, it iden-
tified 387 civilians and 268
security force personnel.

The U.S. has evacuated
some 250 American citi-
zens and their immediate
family members from Israel
by government, military
and charter flights that
began over the weekend, a
State Department official
said.

Aleema slams
KP MPAs for
passing budget
without

Imran’s nod
F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI:  Aleema
Khan, sister of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran  Khan,
slammed the party MPAs on
Tuesday for passing the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa budg-
et without Imran Khan’s
consultation.

She said those members
who could not resist pres-
sure should ‘go home’ as the
party required bold and
courageous stance on key
issues for the release of its
founder.

Talking to the media out-
side  Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, she also
claimed that Pakistan has
been currently under ‘mar-
tial law’ not a hybrid system.

Addressing journalists,
Aleema Khan emphasized
that social media represents
the voice of the public,
while mainstream media
faces its own constraints.
She relayed Imran Khan’s
stance that the KP budget
should not have been passed
without his approval. When
asked about a “minus
Imran” scenario, she
responded, “I think the
minus Imran Khan has
already happened.”

Responding to a question
about KP MPAs claiming
they could not oppose Chief
Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur due to his influ-
ence, Aleema Khan said,
“Those MPAs who can’t
bear the burden should go
home.”

On the ‘compulsion’
behind passing the budget,
she said Imran Khan had
instructed the party to
approach the Supreme Court
to challenge how a budget
could be approved without
the party leader’s consent.

She added “Imran Khan
believes Pakistan is under
martial law, not a hybrid sys-
tem mentioning who con-
trols the authority to let any-
one meet with Imran Khan
in jail, revealing that even
she is often denied permis-
sion to meet him.”

She urged Pakistanis to
learn from Iran’s example
and stand up for their rights
and the rule of law.

It merits mentioning that
the KP Assembly approved
the provincial budget for the
new fiscal year late last
night, despite Chief Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur not con-
sulting Imran Khan before-
hand.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehiu;z Sharif hosting a dinner in honour of high level

diplomatic delegation headed by PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari that recently visited important
world capitals to highlight Pakistan’s perspective on the recent Indian aggression.

Zelenskiy warns NATO allies before
Hague summit of Russia threat

THE HAGUE (Reuters):
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy warned
European NATOmembers
on Tuesday that they
risked being attacked by
Russia if it was not defeat-
ed in Ukraine, urging them
to heed U.S. calls to sign
off a big new spending
goal for the alliance at a
summit.

The two-day gathering
is intended to signal to
Russian President
Vladimir Putin that NATO
is united, despite U.S.
President Donald Trump's
past criticism, and deter-
mined to expand and
upgrade its defences to
deter any attack from
Moscow.

"Russia is even plan-
ning new military opera-
tions on NATO territory —
meaning your countries,"
Zelenskiy told a defence
industry event on the side-
lines of the summit, hours
after Russian missiles
killed at least 11 people in
southeast Ukraine.

"No doubt we must stop
Putin now, and in Ukraine,
but we have to understand
that his objectives reach

beyond Ukraine. European
countries need to increase
defence spending."

Trump, en route to the
summit in the
Netherlands, posted a
screenshot of a message
from NATO Secretary
General Mark Rutte con-
gratulating him on his
"decisive action in Iran"
and getting all NATO
allies to agree to spend at
least 5% of their GDP on
defence.

"Europe is going to pay
in a BIG way as they
should, and it will be your
win," the message read.

Trump was pressed by
travelling reporters to say
whether he remained com-
mitted to mutual defence
among allies as set out by
NATO's Article 5, and
responded:

"I'm committed to sav-
ing lives. I'm committed to
life and safety. And I'm
going to give you an exact
definition when I get
there." Trump is expected
to meet Zelenskiy for talks
during the summit.
Zelenskiy has said he
wants to discuss substan-
tial purchases of weaponry

including Patriot missile
defence systems as well as
sanctions and other ways
to put pressure on Putin.

In The Hague,
Zelenskiy said it was
essential that Ukraine lead
in drone technology,
which has shaped the bat-
tlefield and developed at
breathtaking pace in the 40
months the war has lasted
so far.

Rutte, a former Dutch
prime minister, underlined
the need for transatlantic
cooperation in the defence
industry.

"Today, NATO's mili-
tary edge is being aggres-
sively challenged by a rap-
idly rearming Russia,
backed by Chinese tech-
nology and armed with
Iranian and North Korean
weapons," he said.

"Only Europe and
North America together
can rise up to meet the
challenge of rearmament."

The Kremlin accused
NATO of being on a path
of rampant militarisation
and portraying Russia as a
"fiend of hell" in order to
justify its big increase in
defence spending.

The summit and its final
statement will be focused
on heeding Trump's call to
spend 5% of GDP on
defence - a significant
jump from the current 2%
goal. It is to be achieved
both by spending more on
military items and by
including broader securi-
ty-related spending in the
new target.

Russia has cited its
neighbour's desire to join
the U.S.-led transatlantic
defence pact as one of the
reasons why it invaded
Ukraine in 2022.

NATO was founded by
12 Western countries in
1949 to resist the threat
from the communist
Soviet Union.

Russia denies any plan
to attack the alliance,
which now boasts 32
members, but Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said it was "largely a wast-
ed effort" to assure the
grouping of this because it
was determined to
demonise Russia.

"It is an alliance created
for confrontation ... It is
not an instrument of peace
and stability," he said.

Trump says China can continue
to buy Iranian oil

WASHINGTON (AFP): China can
continue to buy Iranian oil, US
Donald Trump
Tuesday in what appeared to be relief
sanctions
Washington has previously imposed

President

for Tehran from

to punish the trade.

“China can now continue to pur-
chase Oil from Iran. Hopefully, they
will be purchasing plenty from the
US, also,” Trump wrote in a post on
his Truth Social platform as he trav-
summit in The

elled to a NATO
Hague.

said

sanctions.

China’s position as the main buyer
of Iranian oil has served as a crucial
lifeline for Tehran as its economy is
battered by crippling international

Beijing buys more than 90 percent
of Iran’s oil exports, according to the
analysis firm Kpler.

It imported 1.3 million barrels of
Iranian crude oil a day in April, down
from a five-month high in March.

Last month the United States
announced fresh sanctions on Iranian
oil sales to Beijing, however, as

Trump’s administration continued its
“maximum  pressure”
against Tehran.

China has condemned recent US

campaign

bombing strikes on Iran’s nuclear

region,

hold.

escalate.
And it has called for a political
solution to help a declared ceasefire

facilities and called for parties in the
“especially Israel,” to de-

But analysts say that the fighting
between Israel and Iran has severely
reduced Beijing’s regional leverage.

PM lauds NAB's performance,
pledges full support

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif on Tuesday met
with Chairman of the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB), Lt. Gen.
(R) Nazir Ahmad Butt,
who presented the NAB
Performance Report for
the years 2023-2024 dur-
ing a meeting held here at

the Prime Minister's
Office.
The  comprehensive

report included detailed
information on the recov-
eries and overall perform-

ance of NAB's headquar-
ters and regional offices
over the past two years, a
PM Office news release
said.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif commend-
ed NAB's role in the
national fight against cor-
ruption, reaffirming that
eliminating  corruption
and misuse of authority
remains one of the gov-
ernment's top priorities.

"The vision of a cor-
ruption-free Pakistan will
be realized, and NAB will
be provided with all nec-

essary resources and facil-
ities to achieve this goal,"
the prime minister stated.

The PM also directed
NAB to expedite the dis-
posal of pending cases
and emphasized the need
for effective measures to
assist victims of financial
fraud and ensure swift
recovery of their lost

funds.
Briefing the Prime
Minister, the Chairman

NAB highlighted the
bureau's recent achieve-
ments, noting that over
the past two years, NAB

had recovered billions of
rupees in embezzled pub-
lic funds and retrieved
hundreds of acres of ille-
gally occupied state land
valued at billions.

According to the
report, NAB concluded
700 inquiries, completed
218 investigations, and
filed 21 new references
during the 2023-2024
period.

Federal Minister for
Law and Justice, Azam
Nazeer Tarar, was
also present during the
meeting.
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