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IHC serves notices to FIA
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High
Court on Wednesday issued notices to
federal government and FIA on post-
arrest bail petition of Pakistan Agriculture
and Research Council (PARC)’s Chairm-
an Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali. Justice
Muhammad Asif heard the post-arrest bail
petition of the accused. During the hear-
ing, Advocate Noman Paracha appeared
in the court on behalf of the petitioner.

ATC summons Omar Ayub
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: An Anti-Terrorism Court
on Wednesday summoned the absent
accused on next hearing in a case against
PTI leaders and workers pertaining to the
arrest of October 4. Judge Tahir Abbas
Sapra heard the case regarding the matter.
During the hearing, Sardar Muhammad
Masroof Khan Advocate, Zahid Bashir
Dar and other lawyers appeared in the
court on behalf of PTI workers.
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ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner, Jane Marriott called on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin Gandapur
being briefed about monsoon damages and losses during his visit to
Emergency Operation Centre of PDMA.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: In a major step towards
food safety and public health in the
province, Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur on Wednesday inaugurated
the province's first state-of-the-art
"Provincial Food Testing Laboratory
and Centre for Research" in
Hayatabad, Peshawar.

Established at a cost of Rs 905 mil-
lion, the facility is the first of its kind
static food testing laboratory in the
province, equipped with advanced
machinery and modern testing capa-
bilities. Officials stated that the labora-
tory will provide scientific analysis of
food quality and detect adulteration
using cutting-edge equipment.

The lab encompasses specialized
sections in food microbiology, food
chemistry and nutritional analysis,
pesticide residue detection, and myco-
toxin analysis. It also includes capabil-
ities for heavy metal analysis, dairy,
meat, and edible oil testing, as well as
sensory evaluation. Designed under
one roof, the facility comprises eight
dedicated sub-laboratories and is inte-
grated with an online reporting system
and a modern Management
Information System (MIS).

The lab has the capacity to test
nearly 1,500 parameters across more
than 100 food items and meets inter-
national ISO standards. It can detect
harmful chemicals like aflatoxins and
formalin, and microbial contaminants
including salmonella, listeria, E. coli,
and mold. Additionally, it allows test-
ing for heavy metals in water and bev-
erages, and performs comprehensive
nutritional profiling including fat, pro-
tein, moisture, ash content, and
calorific value.

Speaking to the media on the occa-

sion, the Chief Minister said the facil-
ity aligns with the vision of Imran
Khan, under which the provincial gov-
ernment is committed to delivering
quality public services and improving
public health.

He added that the lab is capable of
identifying antibiotic residues in dairy
and meat products and offers halal cer-
tification services. This includes veri-
fication of halal meat and detection of
harmful or prohibited animal sources.
Over 20 Food Authority offices across
the province will serve as sample col-
lection points, while a digital trace-
ability system will allow easier public
access and transparency.

The Chief Minister lauded the time-
ly completion of the project and
directed authorities to ensure that the
lab's systems are regularly updated
and aligned with emerging technolog-
ical trends. He stressed that food adul-
teration is a serious crime and those
involved are enemies of public health,
warning that no leniency will be
shown in this regard.

The Chief Minister said that only
food items approved by this laboratory
would be allowed for sale in the mar-
ket, adding that other departments and
government agencies would also ben-
efit from the facility's services.

Reiterating his government's com-
mitment, he said the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government is deter-
mined to ensure the availability of safe
and healthy food to its citizens and
will make no compromises on public
health. He termed the establishment of
the modern food testing laboratory and
research centre a landmark develop-
ment that will significantly enhance
the province's food safety regime.

CM visits EOC of PDMA,
reviews preparedness: Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali

Amin Khan Gandapur visited the
Provincial Disaster Management
Authority's (PDMA) Emergency
Operation Centre in Peshawar to
review the preparedness amid the
ongoing monsoon-induced flood situ-
ation. Chief Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and senior officials were
also present on this occasion.

The chief minister was briefed by
PDMA officials on river flow levels
across the province, damages caused
by recent heavy rains, the status of the
early warning system, and emergency
response mechanisms in place.
Officials informed that the PDMA
helpline is functional 24/7, with a
coordinated system active at the dis-
trict level to ensure effective inter-
agency response. Continuous monitor-
ing of river discharges is underway,
and early warnings are relayed
promptly to district administrations
wherever needed.

Rescue equipment and relief sup-
plies have been positioned across
districts, and all previously blocked
roads have now been cleared except
for two. The CM was told that 60
fatalities have been reported across
the province due to rain-related inci-
dents, while 35 homes have been
completely destroyed and another
212 partially damaged.
Compensation payments for these
losses have been disbursed to respec-
tive deputy commissioners.

Gandapur directed that fresh dam-
age reports be collected from all dis-
tricts and any pending compensation
payments be released without delay.
He stressed strict vigilance on river
flows and ordered immediate post-
monsoon clearance of encroachments
along rivers and canals, as well as
removal of any barriers obstructing
water flow.

Gandapur inaugurates KP’s first
state-of-the-art food testing laboratory

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Torrential monsoon
rains continue to wreak havoc across
Pakistan, with the nationwide death
toll rising to 252 after 10 more people
lost their lives on Wednesday, accord-
ing to the National Disaster
Management Authority's (NDMA)
data.

Punjab remains the worst-hit
province with 139 deaths and 477
injuries, followed by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (60 deaths) and Sindh
(24 deaths). The casualties also
include 16 in Balochistan, 6 in
Islamabad, 5 in Gilgit-Baltistan, and
2 in Azad Jammu and Kashmir. The
primary cause of deaths is the col-
lapse of houses (143 fatalities), fol-
lowed by flash floods (41), drowning
incidents (36), lightning strikes (13),
electrocution (12), and landslides (4).

One of the most harrowing inci-
dents occurred at Babusar Top, where
a cloudburst led to a deadly flash
flood, sweeping away a family
attempting to rescue a three-year-old
boy, Abdul Hadi. Among the

deceased was Dr Mishal, who jumped
into the torrent to save the child. The
incident claimed five lives, including
four tourists, while rescue teams con-
tinue to search for 15 others missing
in the area. Landslides and flooding
have led to the closure of the
Karakoram Highway, leaving thou-
sands of travellers stranded.

Vehicles heading to and from
Gilgit-Baltistan are stuck at Oshaar
Nala Dasu on both sides of the route.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
expressed grief over the loss of life
and property and has instructed
authorities to expedite rescue efforts,
especially for restoring the
Karakoram Highway and Babusar-
Chilas routes.

He has also directed for shelter and
food to be arranged for stranded trav-
ellers. In Diamer, local residents liv-
ing in mud houses devastated by the
Babusar Thak Nala flood have also
suffered severe losses. Despite their
hardships, they actively assisted in
rescue efforts, providing food and
temporary shelter to stranded tourists
with the help of police and district

administration. Across Punjab, urban
flooding was reported in multiple
cities. In Jhelum, heavy rainfall
turned a cricket stadium into a pond,
while flash floods in Attock brought
stormwater into residential areas.

In Hafizabad, residents were
instructed to evacuate with live-
stock amid flood threats from the
Chenab River. Lahore received
108mm of rain, further straining
drainage systems. In Azad Kashmir,
flash floods and landslides have
disrupted access in multiple areas
including Samahni, Jhelum Valley,
Neelum Valley, Leepa, Bagh,
Poonch, Bhimber, and Sudhnoti.
Two rivers flooded due to a cloud-
burst, sweeping away a bridge and
cutting off communities. In
Islamabad, a father and son who
were swept away in a flash flood
remain missing, with only parts of
their vehicle recovered so far.
Rescue operations have expanded
from a local housing society drain
to Kak Pul, facing added challenges
due to ongoing rain and rising water
levels in the River Sawan.

Pakistan’s death toll from
monsoon devastation tops 250

F.P. Report

SADDA: The tribes of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Lo-
wer Kurram and Sadda reg-
ions signed a peace agree-
ment on Wednesday for a ye-
ar in a jirga held at the Sadda
Frontier Corps Fort that was
attended by many local nota-
bles.

Kurram DC Ashfaq Khan,
who chaired the jirga, told
media that after a long law
and order situation in the dis-
trict, the efforts of the admin-
istration, security forces,
police and tribal leaders
brought positive results and
“a peace agreement was

signed between the local
tribes of Lower Kurram and
Sadda for a year.” The jirga
was held at Sadda FC Fort
between prominent tribal
chiefs of the Ahle Sunnat and
Tori Bangash tribes, includ-
ing the participation of the
additional DC, officers of the
Security Forces Police and
assistant commissioners.

DC Khan said the tribal
elders inked the agreement in
the light of the Kohat agree-
ment, and all conditions of
that agreement were to be
considered. He said the tribal
leaders declared the move a
“milestone for regional sta-
bility” and hoped for

progress and long-standing
peace. They also applauded
the security forces, police and
administration’s role and
acknowledged their efforts,
he added.

The residents of Topki,
Sameer, Gosar, Amal Kot,
Gharbena, Sangena, Kandezar,
Mengak, Tangay, Manda,
Marokhel and the suburbs of
Lower Kurram and from
Sadda, Kochi, Sateen, Shasho,
Darani, Per Qayum, Sakhi
Ahmad Shah, Mala Kaly,
Chakai Kaly, Jan Haji Kaly,
Malak Mulajan Kaly, Arawaly,
Marokhel, Lower Mandori
and adjacent areas signed the
agreement unanimously.

Lower Kurram and Sadda
tribes sign peace pact

Saqib Mushtaq

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif on
Wednesday directed the
authorities to ensure that
the Privatization
Commission would be
given full autonomy as per
the law to eliminate red
tape and unnecessary ele-
ments during the denation-
alisation process of the
state-owned enterprises
(SOEs).

The prime minister
chaired a review meeting
on progress of privatization
of SOEs here at the Prime
Minister's Office, a PM
Office news release said.
PM Sharif underlined that
the privatization of loss-
making national enterprises
was essential for the
improvement and develop-
ment of the country's econ-
omy, whereas it was the
government's top priority to
carry out the privatization
process effectively, com-
prehensively and efficient-
ly.

The prime minister had
directed the quarters con-
cerned to make sure that all
legal steps and transparen-
cy requirements should be
fulfilled in the privatization

of selected enterprises.
"Illegal occupation of valu-
able land of national insti-
tutions is unacceptable
under any circumstances.
However, every possible
precaution should be taken
in the disposal of valuable
land owned by national
institutions during the pri-
vatization process," he
emphasised.

PM Shehbaz Sharif in
his special directives during
the meeting underlined that
the phased privatization tar-
gets of the aforementioned
institutions should be set
according to the economic
environment of the market
so that the national excheq-
uer could be protected from
possible losses at all costs.

"All decisions should be
implemented fully and
effectively. I will regularly
monitor the progress of the
ongoing work in the
Privatization Commission.
Moreover, the consultation
of professional experts and
international standards
should be maintained in the
privatization process and
restructuring of institu-
tions," the prime minister
said. During the meeting,
the prime minister was
briefed on the progress of
privatization of institutions

included in the privatiza-
tion list in 2024. The
Commission officials
briefed that the phased pri-
vatization of selected insti-
tutions was designed keep-
ing in view the legal, finan-
cial and sectoral require-
ments.

Moreover, phased priva-
tization of selected institu-
tions would be completed
within the stipulated time
frame as per the cabinet-
approved program and the
denationalisation of all
institutions included in the
privatization list, including
PIA, power transmission
companies (Discos), would
be completed in accordance
with the set economic,
institutional and adminis-
trative targets. Federal
Ministers Sardar Owais
Khan Leghari, Ahad Khan
Cheema, Chairman
Privatization Commission
Muhammad Ali, Minister
of State for Finance and
Railways Bilal Azhar
Kayani and other relevant
government officers and
senior officials attended the
meeting.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
also chaired a high-level

PM for full
autonomy of
Privatization
Commission
— hails FBR reforms, calls for 

time-bound actions to sustain progress

TEHRAN: Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian has said his country is
prepared for any war Israel might
wage against it, adding he was not
optimistic about the ceasefire
between the countries, while confirm-
ing Tehran is committed to continu-
ing its nuclear programme for peace-
ful purposes.

Pezeshkian made the comments in
an exclusive interview with Al
Jazeera aired on Wednesday, one of
his first since the end of the 12-day
conflict with Israel last month, in
which the United States intervened on
Israel’s behalf, launching strikes on
Iran’s nuclear facilities. The com-
ments come as Western nations say
they are seeking a solution to Iran’s
ongoing nuclear ambitions in the
wake of the conflict, amid reports that
strikes on its nuclear facilities were
less damaging than claimed by
Washington.

“We are fully prepared for any new
Israeli military move, and our armed
forces are ready to strike deep inside
Israel again,” Pezeshkian told Al
Jazeera. Iran was not relying on the
ceasefire that ended the 12-day war to
hold, he said. “We are not very opti-
mistic about it,” said Pezeshkian.
“That is why we have prepared our-
selves for any possible scenario and
any potential response. Israel has
harmed us, and we have also harmed
it. It has dealt us powerful blows, and
we have struck it hard in its depths,
but it is concealing its losses.”

He added that Israel’s strikes,
which assassinated leading military
figures and nuclear scientists, and
damaged nuclear facilities, had
sought to “eliminate” Iran’s hierar-
chy, “but it has completely failed to
do so”. More than 900 people were
killed in Iran, large numbers of them
civilians, and at least 28 people were

killed in Israel before a ceasefire took
hold on June 24.

Pezeshkian said Iran would contin-
ue its uranium enrichment pro-
gramme despite international opposi-
tion, saying the development of its
nuclear abilities would be carried out
“within the framework of internation-
al laws”. “[US President Donald]
Trump says that Iran should not have
a nuclear weapon and we accept this
because we reject nuclear weapons
and this is our political, religious,
humanitarian and strategic position,”
he said.

“We believe in diplomacy, so any
future negotiations must be according
to a win-win logic, and we will not
accept threats and dictates.” He said
the claim from Trump “that our
nuclear programme is over is just an
illusion”.

“Our nuclear capabilities are in the
minds of our scientists and not in the

facilities,” he said. Pezeshkian’s com-
ments echoed earlier remarks by
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, who said in an interview
with US broadcaster Fox News aired
Monday that Tehran would never
abandon its uranium enrichment pro-
gramme, but was open to a negotiated
solution to its nuclear ambitions, in
which it would guarantee that the pro-
gramme was for peaceful purposes in
response for the lifting of sanctions.
Pezeshkian also addressed an attempt
by Israel to assassinate him at a meet-
ing of the Supreme National Security
Council in Tehran on June 15, which
was reported to have left him with
minor injuries.

Asked about the assassination
attempt, he said it had been part of a
plan by Israeli commanders to target
Iran’s political leadership in the wake
of its assassination of senior military
figures, in a bid “to put the country

into chaos in order to overthrow it
completely”. But the plan had failed,
he said.

He also stressed that Tehran’s
strikes on Qatar’s Al Udeid base in
the wake of US attacks on Iranian
nuclear facilities had not been an
attack on Qatar and its people. “We
do not even have a thought or imagi-
nation that there should be hostility or
rivalry between us and the state of
Qatar,” he said, adding that he had
called Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani on the day of the
strikes to explain his position.

“I say clearly and honestly that we
did not attack the State of Qatar, but
we attacked a base for America that
bombed our country while all our
intentions towards Qatar and its peo-
ple are good and positive.” Araghchi
said on Monday that Iran’s Atomic
Energy Organization is still evaluat-
ing how the attacks last month had

affected Iran’s enriched material, say-
ing Tehran would soon inform the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) of its findings.

He said Iran had not stopped coop-
eration with the IAEA, adding that
any request for the IAEA to send
inspectors back to Iran would be
“carefully considered”. IAEA inspec-
tors left Iran earlier this month after
Pezeshkian signed a law suspending
cooperation with the agency.
Meanwhile, talks are set to take place
between Iran, France, Germany and
the UK in Turkiye on Friday.

The three European parties to the
former Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action, which Tehran signed with
several world powers in 2015 before
the US pulled out in 2018, have said
Tehran’s failure to resume negotia-
tions would lead to international
sanctions being reimposed on it. —
Aljazeera

Iran ready for war with Israel, will not halt N-plan: Pezeshkian

10 arrested in
Swat student
murder case

Shafi Ullah

MINGORA: The Swat
police have arrested 10
individuals, including a
madrasa nazim, in connec-
tion with the brutal murder
of a 12-year-old student
and violence against chil-
dren at an unregistered
madrasa in the Chalyar area
of Khwaza Khela. The
police are still on the hunt
for two more key suspects.

During the raid, the
police recovered sticks and
chains from the madrasa,
which were allegedly used
to torture the students. The
Assistant Commissioner
Khwaza Khela has official-
ly sealed the madrasa.
District Police Officer
(DPO) Swat Muhammad
Umar Khan confirmed that
two cases have been regis-
tered against the accused.
One case is related to the
murder of the 12-year-old
student, while the other is
related to physical violence
against other children in the
madrasa.

The madrasa has been
closed down for being
unregistered and illegal.
Around 160 children
studying in the madrasa
have been handed over to
their parents. The DPO
announced that a list of
unregistered madrasas is
being compiled across the
district, and strict action
will be taken against
them.

The DPO emphasized
that cruelty and violence
against children will not be
tolerated under any circum-
stances, and those involved
will be brought to justice
according to the law. He
also mentioned that action
has been taken in another
incident of child abuse in a
madrasa in Gulkada, where
two accused have been
arrested.

Meanwhile, Hundreds of
locals in Khwaza Khela
staged a protest, blocking
the main Kalam-Mingora
highway to all traffic,
demanding justice for a
recent murder. The protest-
ers are calling for the inclu-
sion of more individuals in
the FIR. After late-night
negotiations, authorities
assured the protesters that
the accused would be swift-
ly apprehended and
brought to justice. The pro-
testers have given the
administration two-day
deadline to meet their
demands, failing which
they will continue their
protest.

CJCSC
attends Int’l
Industry Fair

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: General
Sahir Shamshad Mirza, NI
(M), Chairman Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee
(CJCSC), attended the 17th
International Defence
Industry Fair (IDEF-2025)
at Istanbul, Turkiye, a glob-
ally renowned event that
highlights cutting-edge
innovations and advance-
ments in the defence sector.

On the sidelines, CJCSC
held separate meetings with
General (Retd) Yasar
Guler, Minister of National
Defence of Turkiye,
Colonel General Hasanov
Zakir Asgar Oglu, Minister
of Defence of Azerbaijan,
Mr Gurbanov Agil Salim
Oglu, Deputy Minister of
Defence Azerbaijan and
General Metin Gurak,
Chief of Turkish General
Staff.

(Continued on Back Page)
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LAHORE (APP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif visit-
ed flood-affected areas of Nankana
Sahib to assess the post-flood situa-
tion and review ongoing relief and
development efforts. 

During her two-and-a-half-hour
tour, the chief minister visited both
urban and rural parts of the district,
meeting residents and overseeing
rehabilitation measures on ground.

To protect the region from future
flood damage, CM Maryam Nawaz
announced the construction of two
flood drains in Nankana Sahib. She
also ordered the expedited comple-
tion of road infrastructure and other
development projects in the area.

The CM directed the preparation
of a comprehensive beautification
plan for Nankana Sahib within two
weeks and instructed that funds be
released without delay. She further
announced an increase in the number
of electric buses for the district and
reaffirmed her commitment to mak-
ing Nankana Sahib a model city.

CM Maryam Nawaz also issued
directives for improving urban safety
by ensuring zebra crossings and sign-
boards near schools, controlling the
price of roti, and expanding the num-

ber of clinics-on-wheels. She called
for the upgrading of the city’s
entrance roads and shoulder lanes.
Villages including Dafar Khokhran
will be included in the Model Village
Scheme, she added. During her visit
to Jaslani Mor, the CM inspected
flood-hit homes and farmland. She
also launched the distribution of
relief goods in Miranpur village,
where PDMA is providing flood-
affected families with emergency
kits, mosquito nets, and clothing. 

CM Maryam Nawaz personally
interacted with the victims, shook
hands with women, and assured them
of government support. An elderly
woman offered prayers for her well-
being after the CM announced the
development of a model village.

Later, she toured Dholar Chowk,
Gurdwara Janm Asthan Chowk, DPS
Chowk, Berry Chowk, Chungi
Chowk, Railway Road, Peer Ahmad
Shah Road, and Mananwala Phatak.
A large crowd gathered on her arrival,
and she warmly interacted with chil-
dren, giving them sweets and speak-
ing to them with affection.

CM Maryam Nawaz also held a
meeting with parliamentarians from
Nankana Sahib at the Deputy

Commissioner’s Office, where she
received a detailed briefing on the
flood’s impact and ongoing projects.
The briefing revealed that 1,525 acres
of land were submerged due to over-
flowing rivers and canals, affecting 22
villages. Over 20,000 encroachments
were removed, 1,194 special persons
received Himmat Cards, and CM
directed an increase in the number of
beneficiaries under this scheme.

Additionally, 788 loans have been
issued under the Apni Chhat, Apna
Ghar housing project, with 400 hous-
es currently under construction. The
district has also distributed 176 green
tractors on subsidy, and 20 tractors
were provided free to wheat farmers.
Relief efforts also included assistance
to 267 livestock owners, the issuance
of 1,715 minority cards, and inclu-
sion of 242 agricultural tube wells in
the solar energy scheme.

The CM instructed authorities to
provide compensation to farmers who
suffered crop damage and financial
aid to residents whose mud houses
collapsed during the floods. She
strongly warned that land grabbing
would be considered a failure on the
part of the relevant Deputy
Commissioner and Commissioner.

LAHORE (APP): Provincial
Law Minister Malik Sohaib
Ahmed Bharth on
Wednesday chaired a meet-
ing of the Punjab Anti-
Terrorism and Hardened
State Committee to assess
progress on the National
Action Plan and security ini-
tiatives across the province.

Senior officials, including
Secretary Home Dr Ahmad
Javed Qazi, AIG Chaudhry
Sultan, DIG Special Branch
Khurram Shehzad, DIG
CTD Usman Gondal, divi-
sional commissioners, and
representatives from
Industry, Punjab Safe City,
and Social Welfare depart-
ments were also present.

A key decision taken dur-
ing the meeting was the
launch of a special
WhatsApp helpline to pro-
vide quick assistance to
Chinese nationals residing

and working in Punjab. 
The minister highlighted

that the verification of the
workforce deployed on vari-
ous development projects is
already underway. He added
that law enforcement agen-
cies are on high alert in bor-
der areas, particularly DG
Khan and Mianwali.

Malik Sohaib Bharth
revealed that six modern
assault drones are being
deployed to strengthen
counter terrorism opera-
tions, with one drone already
operational in DG Khan. He
further stated that to safe-
guard citizens from threats
emanating from
Balochistan, special security
arrangements have been
made for passenger buses.

Under the National
Action Plan, 14 joint check
posts are being established
across Punjab, including six

non-digital and five digital
check posts, which are being
constructed at a rapid pace.

Sharing progress of CTD
Punjab, the minister noted
that 2,000 intelligence-based
operations had been con-
ducted against terrorists,
25,641 combing operations
carried out, and 137 special-
ized training sessions organ-
ized for CTD personnel.

Commissioners have
been directed to compile
data of illegal foreign resi-
dents and maintain records
of foreign and out-of-
province students studying
in local educational institu-
tions. He also emphasized
the need for coordination
between Special Branch,
Punjab Safe City Authority,
and Motorway Police for
digital surveillance of high-
ways and motorways.

The minister disclosed

that 876 cases had been regis-
tered against professional
beggars, and passports of
individuals traveling to Saudi
Arabia for the purpose of
begging are being revoked.

In the ongoing anti-nar-
cotics drive, law enforce-
ment agencies have seized
over 19,000 kg of hashish,
1,700 kg of heroin, and
1,010 kg of crystal meth
(ice). He also reported signif-
icant progress on reforms to
the Criminal Justice System
and announced a crackdown
on illegal petrol pumps.

Concluding the meeting,
Law Minister Sohaib Ahmed
Bharth reiterated the Punjab
government’s commitment
to law and order under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, stat-
ing that ensuring peace
across the province remains
a top priority.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In a significant move
to enhance Karachi’s infrastruc-
ture, Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has announced the
development of a new corridor
along Shahrah-e-Bhutto, extending
from Qayyumabad to Karachi Port. 

“This initiative aims to facilitate
efficient port traffic access to the
Motorway and is expected to be a
game-changer for the country’s logis-
tics and transportation network.”

The meeting, held at CM House,
was attended by Local
Government Minister Saeed
Ghani, Karachi Mayor Barrister
Murtaza Wahab, Special Assistant
to CM on Investment Qasim
Naveed, Chief Secretary Asif
Hyder Shah, Chairman P&D Board
Najam Shah, Karachi
Commissioner Hassan Naqvi,
Secretary Local Government
Waseem Shamshad, Secretary
Transport Asad Zamin, Project
Director Niaz Soomro, and other
officials. The Chief Minister
stressed the importance of this cor-
ridor. “Apart from the Link Road,
which connects the National
Highway with the Motorway,
Shahrah-e-Bhutto’s new corridor –
from Qayyumabad to Port- will
cater to the port traffic to the
Motorway,” he stated.

The Chief Minister said that the
entire Shahrah-e-Bhutto from
Korangi Causeway to Kathore
would be opened to the public by
the end of December 2025. The
Link Road connecting National

Highway to Motorway, catering
the industrial areas such as Port
Qasim Landhi and Korangi traffic
will also be opened shortly. 

Mr Shah highlighted the
urgency of constructing the critical
stretch from Karachi Port to
Qayyumabad, which will provide
direct and seamless access to the
Motorway for port traffic.

A private firm has reportedly
submitted a proposal for the project
under a Design-Finance-Operate-
Transfer (DFOT) model, which
outlines a 16.5-kilometre road seg-
ment from Jam Sadiq Interchange
to Karachi Port, including a 10.4-
kilometre elevated section towards
the port. The proposed construction
will connect Qayyumabad to Boat
Basin, and further to Ziauddin
Chowrangi and East Wharf.

In addition to the corridor plans,
a traffic study has already been
conducted in line with the Chief
Minister’s earlier directives. He
mentioned, “Shahrah-e-Bhutto will
serve as a main artery, equally fea-
sible for heavy and light traffic,
with interchanges designed to
facilitate nearby housing areas.”

The Chief Minister has instruct-
ed the PPP Unit to swiftly acquire
No Objection Certificates (NOCs)
from all relevant federal and
provincial organisations, as well as
to conduct an environmental study
without delay. Reiterating the gov-
ernment’s commitment to improv-
ing Karachi’s infrastructure, Mr
Shah pointed out that work on the
Red Line BRT infrastructure has
been expedited, alongside redesign

efforts for the Sohrab Goth round-
about aimed at alleviating traffic
congestion.

The Chief Minister concluded
by assuring the public that once
these development projects are
completed, they will not only
enhance accessibility but also
transform the overall look and
functionality of the city, ultimately
benefiting its residents.

This ambitious project is part of
the broader strategy by the Sindh
government to modernise
Karachi’s transport infrastructure,
which is expected to significantly
improve trade and commerce
activities in the region, thereby
boosting the local economy.

LARMS : CM reviews land
record digitalisation progress

•Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah, presiding over
another meeting of Land
Administration & Revenue
Management Information System
(LARMIS), directed the Board of
Revenue (BoR) to integrate the e-
Mutation system with the e-
Registration system and expedite
the progress on the e-transfer sys-
tem to improve service delivery.

The meeting, held at CM House,
was attended by Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab, Chief Secretary
Asif Hyder Shah and Members
Board of Revenue Omar Farooq
Bullo and Saleem Baloch, and
Secretary-cum-Director LARMIS
Saifullah Abro and others.

The CM said that LARMIS was
established to provide citizens
with computerised access to land

records and related services
throughout the province. With 27
dedicated People’s Service
Centres (PSCs) across district
headquarters and a comprehensive
online platform via the Board of
Revenue’s official website, the
system ensures easy access to
vital land information. 

The  CM was told that Modern
IT infrastructure supports daily
operations, while a state-of-the-art
Data Centre located at Revenue
House Clifton, Karachi, serves as
the central repository for digitised
land records. Moreover, a Disaster
Recovery Centre (DRC) in
Hyderabad guarantees service con-
tinuity during emergencies.

The digitisation process, which
commenced in 2010 with the scan-
ning of old records from 1985 to
2010, secures Forms VII-A, VII-B,
and Form II collected from all
Mukhtiarkar offices.

LARMIS has further expanded
its capabilities by offering digital
access to government offices and
statutory bodies for land title verifi-
cation. It may be noted, the intro-
duction of e-Registration services at
PSCs has enhanced service delivery,
with plans underway for the integra-
tion of an e-Mutation system.

Furthermore, the Board of
Revenue Sindh is collaborating
with Sukkur IBA University on the
development of an “E-Transfer of
Property System,” which aims to
secure revenue records through
blockchain technology, thereby
making property transactions more
accessible and user-friendly.

LAHORE (APP):The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
on Wednesday directed
Punjab Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Dr Usman
Anwar to conduct a compre-
hensive review of all police
encounters carried out by the
Crime Control Department
(CCD) across the province
in consultation with senior
police officers.

Chief Justice Aalia
Neelum issued the directive
while hearing a petition filed
by a woman, Farhat Bibi,
seeking protection for her
son, currently incarcerated in
Sheikhupura Jail, after the
custodial death of his brother

in an alleged police
encounter. During the pro-
ceedings, IGP Dr Usman
Anwar appeared before the
court along with Sheikhupura
DPO and Assistant Advocate
General Waqas Umar. A
detailed report was also sub-
mitted on behalf of the
Punjab police chief.

The petitioner's counsel
alleged that his client's son
Ghazanfar Aslam was killed
in a staged encounter on
April 22 while in police cus-
tody under physical remand.
He further claimed that
another son, currently jailed
in Sheikhupura, is also at risk
of being eliminated in a sim-

ilar manner. The chief justice,
however, urged the counsel
to stick to facts rather than
emotions, noting that the
nature of FIRs in police
encounters may follow a pat-
tern, but not in this case. The
court questioned the police
narrative, particularly the
SHO’s claim that the
accused's accomplices had
opened fire on police —
despite no bullet casings
being recovered from the
scene. Responding to the
court's concerns, the IGPstat-
ed that Ghazanfar Aslam had
attacked and injured a police
constable just 13 days before
the alleged encounter.

CM reviews post-flood 
situation at Nankana Sahib

Sharjeel: Sindh
govt fully 

mobilized against
rain emergency

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Sindh Senior Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon stated that the Sindh government is completely
mobilized against the recent rains and the broader
impact of climate change in the country. The recent
rains have caused severe damage in the north, whereas
Sindh has faced torrential rains and damaging floods
repeatedly since 2010 and has gained rich experience in
coping with such emergency scenarios. If any other
province requires assistance, the Sindh government
stands ready to provide all possible support.

Addressing a press conference in Karachi, Sindh
Senior Minister and Provincial Minister for
Information, Transport, and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam
Memon said that the administration, under the leader-
ship of Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, is
fully alert, with all necessary machinery available
around the clock. He stated that, on the instructions of
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, all party workers
and leadership are standing with the people, and public
service remains the top priority. He also assured full
coordination and support from the Sindh government in
light of the recent visits by the Governor of Punjab.

Sharjeel Inam Memon strongly condemned the unfor-
tunate incident in Balochistan, stating that those involved
in the killing of innocent people must be given the
strictest punishment. He added that the Pakistan Peoples
Party strongly denounces such acts of violence and stands
in solidarity with the victims. He stated that the Pakistan
Peoples Party is currently the largest party in the Senate
and is actively playing its role in promoting peace, stabil-
ity, and development at the federal level.

Sharjeel Inam Memon stated that, to address the chal-
lenges faced by the business community, the Sindh gov-
ernment has launched an online one-window operation
aimed at eliminating red tape. He said that this is a gold-
en opportunity for business in Pakistan, and the Sindh
government is making every effort to provide all possible
facilities to industrialists and traders.

He said that strict action has been taken regarding the
recent building collapse incident in Karachi. Out of 61
extremely dangerous buildings, 59 have already been
evacuated. Immediate action is being taken against illegal
constructions, and several such structures have been
demolished. He added that the Sindh government is pro-
viding six months’ rent to affected tenants to ensure they
do not face hardships. He appealed to the public to
promptly report any illegal constructions, as they pose a
serious threat to human lives—something that cannot be
tolerated under any circumstances.

Sharjeel Inam Memon said that mega projects in
Karachi are progressing rapidly. The Jam Sadiq Bridge is
expected to be completed and opened to the public by
August, while construction work is also underway on
Shahrah-e-Bhutto. The Yellow Line and Red Line BRT
projects are nearing completion. He said that work is
being prioritized in the areas where the public is facing
inconvenience, The Sindh Chief Minister is holding reg-
ular meetings on the K-4 project, which is also expected
to be completed soon.

Sharjeel Inam Memon said that while the punishment
of a political leader is not a cause for celebration, attacks
involving arson and the siege of state property are
absolutely unacceptable. He condemned the setting fire to
the People’s Bus Service, ambulances, and Quaid-e-
Azam’s house, calling it the worst form of terrorism. He
emphasized that it is the state’s responsibility to bring
such perpetrators to justice in accordance with the law.

He said that the mastermind behind the May 9th arson
attack is currently in Adiala Jail. While he kept his own
children abroad, he took children from ordinary families
onto the streets and used them against the state. This is not
politics but terrorism, which must be stopped at all costs.

Sharjeel Inam Memon further stated that, for the first
time in history, action has been taken against senior gov-
ernment officials involved in illegal constructions. Many
constructions were carried out without approved plans,
and following surveys, action is being taken against those
responsible. Legal proceedings are underway against
builders found violating the law to ensure that no one is
allowed to jeopardize human lives in the future.

He also said that, as far as MQM is concerned, the
acceptance by the public is before everyone's eyes. Now
they resort to other methods, at times calling upon Ajrak,
and at times calling upon the cause of the language
among others, and attempting to incite people to hate in
hopes that someone will respond with hateful words and
thus gain political sympathy.

Sharjeel Inam Memon declared that we have made up
our minds not to play on their ground. Their true face has
been revealed before the people. When such leaders like
Afaq Ahmed Sahib sometimes stand up, announce big
rallies, but retreat at the last moment, the people should
consider who is the actual well-wisher of them.

He said that the true character of Karachi was evident
between 1940 and 1980. After 1986, the situation began
to change, institutions were weakened, and the city was
engulfed in turmoil. The problems Karachi faces today
stem from decades of political maneuvering and institu-
tional failures. We are committed to addressing the issues
that impact the daily lives of the people.

LAHORE: An arial view of WASA employees monitor and for assist traffic and pedestrians on a
rain-flooded street during a heavy monsoon downpour in the Provincial Capital. ––APP Photo

PML-N
announces
boycott of

APC called
by KP govt

F.P Report

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) has announced its
decision to boycott the All
Parties Conference (APC)
convened by the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provincial
government.

According to MPA Malik
Tariq Awan, the party has
decided not to attend the
APC, which was called by
Chief Minister Sardar Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur. “We
will not be part of this con-
ference,” he stated, that the
PML-N made the decision
after mutual consultation
with the party’s central lead-
ership. Malik Tariq Awan
criticized the provincial gov-
ernment’s handling of the
security situation, saying,
“Law and order in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is deteriorat-
ing rapidly. This APC is
nothing more than a farce.”

Saleem Khan
appointed as

Member
Information
Commission

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Former
Director General Public
Relations  Information
Department, Government of
Sindh Muhammad Saleem
Khan has been appointed as
a member of the Sindh
Information Commission.

Information department
has issued a notification in
this regard.It may be recalled
that Muhammad Saleem
Khan and Noor Mohammad
Dayo Advocate were
approved to be nominated as
members of the Sindh
Information Commission in
the meeting of provincial cab-
inet on July 8. The tenure of
Mohammad Saleem Khan as
member Sindh  Information
Commission will be 3 years.

137 constables
promoted

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Police on Wednesday
promoted 137 constables to
the rank of head constable
in a move aimed at
improving operational
efficiency and enhancing
professional development
within the force.

The promotions were
approved by the
Departmental Promotion
Board chaired by DIG
(Administration) Imran
Kishwar. SSP (Discipline)
Muhammad Kashif Aslam
and SP (Headquarters)
Munazza Karamat were
also part of the board.

According to a police
spokesperson, a total of
123 constables from the C-
1 Wing and 14 from the C-
2 Wing were promoted.
The promoted personnel
serve in different divisions,
including operations,
investigation and security.

Capital City Police
Officer (CCPO) Lahore
Bilal Siddique Kamyana
congratulated the promoted
officers and expressed con-
fidence in their abilities to
perform their new duties
with diligence. He stated
that timely promotion is a
fundamental right of every
police employee and con-
tributes to improving insti-
tutional performance.

DIG Imran Kishwar
urged the newly promoted
head constables to fulfill
their duties with greater
responsibility and profes-
sionalism. He stressed the
importance of capacity
building and encouraged
the officers to complete
their mandatory training for
future advancement.

Federal 
minister visits
K-IV project

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Water
Resources Mian
Muhammad Mueen Wattoo
visited Greater Karachi
Bulk Water Supply Scheme
(K-IV Project) and
reviewed the ongoing
development works on the
Project.

Ms Rana Ansar,
Parliamentary Secretary for
Water Resources, Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah, Sindh
Provincial Minister for
Energy, Planning and
Development, Nehal
Hashmi and Chairman
WAPDA Naveed Asghar
Chaudhry also accompa-
nied him. Member Water
Syed Ali Akhtar Shah,
GM/PD K-IV Project Amir
Mughal and representatives
of the Consultants and the
Contractors were also pres-
ent, according to WAPDA
spokesman here
Wednesday.

The federal minister vis-
ited in detail various key
work fronts, which includ-
ed intake structure and
pumping stations being
constructed at Keenjhar
lake, water conveyance
system consisting of pres-
surized pipeline from
Keenjhar to Karachi as well
as water reservoirs and fil-
tration plants in suburbs of
Karachi.

During the visit, the fed-
eral minister was briefed by
the project team about the
site-wise progress achieved
so far, remaining works and
timelines for their comple-
tion. It was briefed that
construction work on all
components of the project
is in progress at a satisfac-
tory pace. Overall physical
progress stands at 63 per
cent, while a sum of Rs
86.4 billion has so far been
spent on construction of the
Project. Phase-I is planned
to be completed in 2026,
provided the required funds
are made accordingly.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the federal minister
expressed satisfaction over
the pace of work and reiter-
ated the federal govern-
ment’s full support for the
Project. K-IV is a vital
scheme for supplementing
water supplies to Karachi
to meet water requirements
for the urban use. We are
committed to ensuring
completion of K-IV at the
earliest, as it is one of the
priority projects of the
Ministry of Water
Resources, he added. The
minister emphasized the
need for enhanced coordi-
nation among all stakehold-
ers to remove bottlenecks
for smooth implementation
of the project. He also
directed the consultants and
the contractors to adhere to
the quality standards stipu-
lated for the Project.

The K-IV Project is a
critical infrastructure initia-
tive aimed at addressing
Karachi’s acute water
shortage by providing an
additional 650 million gal-
lons per day (MGD) water
to Karachi from Keenjhar
lake. The Project is planned
to be completed in two
phases. At present,
WAPDA is constructing
Phase-I of to supply 260
MGD water to Karachi. 

Minister chairs meeting of Anti-Terrorism
& Hardened State committee

LHC directs IGP to
review CCD encounters

Murad approves new corridor of Shahrah-
e-Bhutto from Qayumabad to East Wharf
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F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A key meet-
ing was held on Wednesday
in Peshawar under the chair-
manship of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Minister for
Local Government, Arshad
Ayub Khan, to review sani-
tation and the provision of
urban services across vari-
ous cities of the province.
The meeting was attended
by Secretary Local
Government Saqib Raza
Aslam, Chief Executive
Officers of Water and

Sanitation Services
Companies (WSSCs) from
Peshawar, Mardan,
Abbottabad, Swat, and
Bannu, along with other rel-
evant officials.

During the meeting, rep-
resentatives from the
WSSCs highlighted issues
such as staff shortages and
other administrative chal-
lenges. The Minister Local
Government attentively lis-
tened to these concerns and
assured that a detailed
assessment of the required
workforce would be carried

out and necessary steps
taken. Arshad Ayub Khan
directed all representatives
of the WSSCs to regularly
submit monthly perform-
ance reports. He issued
instructions that the door-to-
door garbage collection
service must be made func-
tional within two days.
Furthermore, he emphasized
that the organizations should
move toward self-sufficien-
cy and adopt smart solu-
tions.

He also stressed the need
to establish better coordina-

tion and an integrated sys-
tem among all institutions
and boards working under
the Local Government, in
order to enhance service
delivery and prevent
resource wastage. The
Minister stated that provid-
ing clean and organized
urban facilities to the public
is a top priority. "We need to
find solutions that are not
only effective but also sus-
tainable. Performance, mod-
ernization, and institutional
harmony are the keys to suc-
cess," he concluded.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Chief
Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Shahab Ali
Shah, chaired a high-level
meeting to review the
progress of the Good
Governance Roadmap
across multiple depart-
ments, including
Education, Health, Social
Welfare, Higher Education,
and Tourism. The meeting
was convened to assess
departmental action plans,
set timelines, and ensure
effective implementation of
reforms aimed at improving
service delivery and institu-
tional performance in the
province.

As part of the roadmap
for the Elementary and
Secondary Education
Department, 1,500 low-
performing public schools
have been identified for
outsourcing to the private
sector with the objective of
enhancing academic per-
formance and management
efficiency. Key milestones
set for the year include the
successful organization of

four provincial-level sports
competitions, ensuring the
availability of 100 percent
infrastructure and furniture
in schools, and achieving at
least 90 percent teacher
attendance across the
board. 

During the meeting, it
was informed that the
Education Monitoring
Authority is actively moni-
toring the implementation
of the roadmap to ensure
timely and result-oriented
interventions.

The roadmap for the
Social Welfare Department
was also reviewed in detail.
It was shared that efforts
are underway to strengthen
seven existing Dar-ul-
Amans across the province.
These initiatives include
procurement of necessary
equipment and enhance-
ment of human resources to
ensure better protection and
support services for vulner-
able women. In addition,
modernization of 121
Industrial Training Centres
is in progress to provide
youth with relevant skills
and establish linkages with

local markets for employ-
ment opportunities.
Simultaneously, the
revamping of 15 Special
Education institutes is
ongoing to improve the
quality of services for chil-
dren with special needs.

In the Higher Education
sector, the roadmap identi-
fies 57 low-performing
public colleges for out-
sourcing in order to
enhance teaching quality
and academic standards.
The Health Department
also presented its plan,
under which 58 Type-D
hospitals will be outsourced
to improve healthcare
delivery in remote areas.
Furthermore, a biometric
attendance system is being
introduced in both Primary
and Secondary Healthcare
facilities, with the target of
achieving full attendance
among doctors, midwives,
and paramedics. The sys-
tem is expected to be fully
operational by the end of
this month.

For the Tourism
Department, the roadmap
outlines a range of impact-

ful initiatives. These
include the deployment of
Rescue 1122 ambulances at
key tourist destinations,
implementation of effective
waste management and
sewerage systems, develop-
ment of a real-time tourist
footfall dashboard, and
restoration of prominent
heritage sites. Additionally,
plans are in motion to intro-
duce audio guide systems
in museums and engage
vloggers to promote
tourism in the province
both domestically and
internationally.

Chief Secretary Shahab
Ali Shah, while appreciat-
ing the progress made so
far, emphasized the impor-
tance of a focused and
detailed review process for
all sectors to ensure the
timely execution of devel-
opment interventions. He
directed the concerned
authorities to report
progress on a quarterly
basis so that the intended
outcomes of the roadmap
translate into tangible bene-
fits for the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
Chief Minister on Health,
Ihtisham Ali, has stated
that the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
is firmly committed to pro-
viding free and quality
healthcare to its citizens
through the flagship Sehat
Card programme.

He revealed that more
than PKR 37 billion were
spent on the treatment of
citizens under this initia-
tive in the previous finan-
cial year, while a record
PKR 41 billion has been
allocated for the current
fiscal year.

According to Ihtisham
Ali, every rupee of this
substantial allocation is

being spent on ensuring
free healthcare services so
that no citizen is deprived
of treatment due to finan-
cial constraints.

He further added that
the “Sehat Transplant &
Implant Card” has now
been formally integrated as
a regular feature of the
Sehat Card programme,
bringing new hope to
patients battling life-
threatening conditions.

In just the past two
months, a total of 48 suc-
cessful transplants and
implants have been carried
out under this initiative,
with an overall expendi-
ture of PKR 118 million.

Providing further
details, the Health Advisor
stated 23 kidney trans-

plants were conducted at a
cost of approximately PKR
45 million while 4 liver
transplants were per-
formed, costing around
PKR 25 million.

He added that 21 chil-
dren received cochlear
implants, bringing joy to
families at a total cost of
PKR 48 million.

He emphasized that
these life-saving services
are available in both public
and private hospitals
across the province to
ensure no patient is left
untreated or forced to trav-
el far for care.

Ihtisham Ali said
“Alhamdulillah! The
dream of PTI’s founding
leader, Imran Khan, to pro-
vide free and quality

healthcare to the common
man is now becoming a
reality.”

He termed this initiative
a new beginning under the
dynamic leadership of
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur, marking
another revolutionary step
in the healthcare sector.

Concluding his state-
ment, the Health Advisor
remarked: “This is just the
beginning. Our mission is
to ensure that every citizen
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
has access to all levels of
healthcare - from basic to
the most complex - with-
out any financial burden.
We are committed, we are
active, and we will not
allow any delays in this
journey of public service.”

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A crucial
meeting of the Standing
Committee No. 1 on Rules
of Procedure and Conduct
of Business, Privileges, and
Implementation of
Government Assurances
was held at the Conference
Room of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly.
The meeting was chaired
by Deputy Speaker Suriya
Bibi, with Speaker Babar
Saleem Swati and the
Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs also
in attendance.

Members of the

Provincial Assembly who
participated in the meeting
included Taj Tarand,
Iftikhar Ullah Mashwani,
Muhammad Rashad Khan,
Mushtaq Ahmad Ghani,
Abdul Salam Afridi, Khalid
Khan, and Muneer Ahmad
Lughmani.

From the Assembly
Secretariat, Acting
Secretary Muhammad
Mahir, Special Secretary
(Administration) Syed
Wiqar Shah, Additional
Secretary Inam Ullah
Khan, Naeem Durani, and
other relevant officers were
present. The Assembly's
legal drafter also participat-

ed in the proceedings.
The purpose of the meet-

ing was to conduct a
detailed review of the
Assembly's Rules of
Procedure and to finalize
necessary amendments.
The draft rules were pre-
sented digitally on-screen,
and members provided
their suggestions and opin-
ions on each clause during
the session. 

Following thorough
deliberation, several impor-
tant amendments were
finalized through consen-
sus.

Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati appreciated the

efforts of the committee
members and the Assembly
Secretariat, stating that
reforms in the rules are the
need of the hour and will
further enhance the trans-
parency, efficiency, and
functionality of the
Assembly's proceedings.

Deputy Speaker Suriya
Bibi, while expressing her
views, said: "Improving the
Rules of Procedure not only
streamlines the legislative
process but also plays a
vital role in strengthening
democratic institutions.
The committee's thoughtful
deliberations are com-
mendable."

PESHAWAR (APP) A
group of Christian com-
munity youth leaders and
students, under the banner
of Christian Students
Fellowship (CSF), partici-
pated in a three-day sum-
mer camp focused on cli-
mate change and capacity
building in the scenic
region of Galiyat.

The event was organ-
ized with the support of
the Government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
particularly the Director
General of the KP Culture
and Tourism Authority,
who played a key role in
encouraging youth partici-
pation.

The camp, organized
jointly by Christian
Students Fellowship
Peshawar and the Hum
Log Organization, aimed
to raise awareness among
young people about the
pressing issue of climate
change and to build their
capacity for environmen-
tal leadership.

The training and ses-

sions were facilitated by
experts from the Pakistan
Partner Initiative (PPI),
including Asher Shahzad,
Augustin Jacob, Imran
Munir, and Dr Meraj
Aleem, who led a range of
interactive and insightful
discussions throughout
the camp.

Augustin Jacob, a well-
known social leader and
Chairman recognized for
his ongoing support to the
youth of KP, played a
leading role in arranging
the event and motivating
participants.

Participants expressed
gratitude to the organizing

partners and the govern-
ment for providing them
the opportunity to explore
Pakistan's beautiful
tourism sites while also
learning about the effects
of climate change and
how to take effective
action to mitigate future
environmental damage.

Humayun Khan 

PESHAWAR: The
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) has granted relief to
Dr. Shaukat Ali, the for-
mer Director General
Health Services, by
extending the interim
order and restraining any
action against him, includ-
ing arrest, in connection
with the cases and
inquiries registered
against him, on
Wednesday.

PHC divisional bench
comprising of Justice Ijaz
Anwar and Justice Fahim
Wali heard the petitions
filed by Dr. Shaukat Ali.
His lawyers informed the
court that Dr. Shaukat Ali
was appointed as a
Medical Officer in 1991
and rose through the ranks

to become the Director
General Health Services. 

During his tenure, he
introduced various new
initiatives in the health
department, which were
appreciated by the provin-
cial government on several
occasions, the lawyer stat-
ed.

However, differences
arose between Dr. Shaukat
Ali and the Chief Minister
over a transfer, which led
to the initiation of
inquiries against him. The
inquiries were started in
relation to a tender worth
Rs. 4 billion for medicines
and medical equipment.
Despite Dr. Shaukat Ali's
request for evidence to
support the allegations, no
documents were provided
to him.

Dr. Shaukat Ali's

lawyers argued that
despite his retirement on
June 9, a show cause
notice was issued to him
on June 12, 2025, for ter-
mination from service,
which is not permissible
under the law. The inquiry
committee's report itself
stated that the supply was
not made by the relevant
firms, and therefore, it is
unclear what fault Dr.
Shaukat Ali bears.

PHC observed that the
law is clear that once an
employee retires, no disci-
plinary action can be taken
against him, even if an
inquiry is pending. The
court also noted that the
provincial government is
accusing the federal gov-
ernment of filing cases
against PTI on political
grounds, while doing the

same in its own province.
PHC granted Dr.

Shaukat Ali's request for
protective bail and
restrained the authorities
from arresting him. The
court also issued a notice
to the police department,
as the petitioner's lawyer
had made them a party to
the case. The Additional
Advocate General
informed the court that
there were two inquiries
against Dr. Shaukat Ali in
the Anti-Corruption
department.

PHC orders CCPO to
submit inquiry report
against SHO Badh Bhir

The Peshawar High
Court (PHC) has
adjourned the hearing of a
petition filed by PTI leader
and Member National
Assembly, Shandana

Gulzar, against SHO
Badhber Abdul Ali, alias
Gabbar. The court has
allowed the petitioner to
submit additional docu-
ments and directed the
CCPO Peshawar to pro-
vide an inquiry report, on
Wednesday.

PHC two-member
bench comprising Justice
Ijaz Anwar and Justice
Fahim Wali heard the case.
The court directed the
CCPO Peshawar to pro-
vide an inquiry report and,
if necessary, will be sum-
mon him again. 

The CCPO Peshawar,
Muhammad Qasim Khan,
informed the court that
SSP Traffic Haroon
Rashid is conducting the
inquiry and will submit the
report once it is complete.

The counsel Mozzam

Butt Advocate, requested
the court to allow him to
submit additional docu-
ments, including FIRs reg-
istered against SHO Abdul
Ali in Charsadda and
Swabi. The court granted
the request and allowed
the petitioner to submit the
documents.

PTI leader Shandana
Gulzar had filed a petition
alleging that people in her
constituency are going
missing, and FIRs are not
being registered. She also
alleged that SHO Abdul
Ali is abducting people,
arresting youth, and enter-
ing homes to take away
women. 

PHC has adjourned the
hearing to allow the peti-
tioner to submit additional
documents and for the
CCPO Peshawar to pro-

vide an inquiry report.
PHC grants protective

bail to former lawmaker
Rabia Basri

The Peshawar High
Court (PHC) has granted
protective bail to former
PTI lawmaker Rabia
Basri, allowing her to
appear before the relevant
courts without fear of
arrest, on Wednesday. 

PHC two-member
bench comprising Justice
Ijaz Anwar and Justice
Fahim Wali heard the peti-
tion. The court directed
Rabia Basri to appear
before the relevant courts
and face the cases regis-
tered against her. The
court also disposed of the
writ petition after granting
her protective bail.

The counsel Alam Khan
Adinzai, informed the

court that Rabia Basri was
unable to appear before
the court due to illness. He
argued that the petitioner
wanted to appear before
the relevant courts in con-
nection with the cases reg-
istered against her after
the November 24 protests,
but feared arrest. He
requested the court to
grant protective bail to
enable his client to seek
relief from the relevant
courts.

The Additional
Attorney General
informed the court that
two cases were registered
against Rabia Basri by the
federal government. The
court granted protective
bail after considering the
arguments and the
Additional Attorney
General's response.

PHC extends Former DG Health Services status quo 

CS directs expedited
modernization of 121

industrial training centres

Free treatment under Sehat Card Programme

8 transplants and implants
completed in just two months

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Alkhidmat
Foundation announced the
launch of Phase II of its
Bano Qabil IT Program in
Malakand Division, aimed
at equipping thousands of
youth with free digital
skills. 

Addressing the media at
Peshawar Press CLub,
Inayatullah Khan, Patron-
in-Chief of the Bano Qabil
Program and former
Senior Provincial
Minister, shared details
alongside Fazal
Mahmood, President
Alkhidmat KP North, Dr.
Khalid Farooq, General
Secretary, and Noor-ul-
Wahid Jadoon, Provincial
Media Manager.

As part of Phase II, the
entry test in Malakand
Division will be held on
August 31 at Kabal
Ground, Swat, to select
candidates for enrollment
in the free IT courses.

In Phase I of the pro-
gram, over 1,200 male and
female students success-
fully completed three-
month training across 16
IT courses. A certification

ceremony will be held in
this regard. 

Inayatullah Khan said,
"Bano Qabil has become a
recognized brand for IT
education and self-
employment adding that JI
Chief Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman had pledged to
train one million youth
across Pakistan over five
years, providing them with

digital skills to achieve
dignified employment. He
noted that over 11,000 stu-
dents in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have already
benefited from the pro-
gram, many of whom have
overcome financial chal-
lenges through freelancing
and digital careers.

Highlighting the coun-
try's current economic cri-

sis and rising unemploy-
ment, he stressed that 65%
of the population is youth,
many of whom are leaving
Pakistan in search of
work. He urged the gov-
ernment to support skill-
based programs like Bano
Qabil, calling it "an urgent
need of the hour" to curb
unemployment and retain
talent within the country.

Alkhidmat Launches Phase-II of
Bano Qabil in Malakand

PESHAWAR: Deputy Speaker Suriya Bibi, with Speaker Babar Saleem Swati chairing the meeting of
the Standing Committee No. 1 on Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, Privileges, and
Implementation of Government Assurances.

High-Level meeting on sanitation
and urban services held 

Standing committee holds meeting
to finalize amendments

Govt arranges climate change
summer camp for Christians youth
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Tehsil Council
passes budget

F.P. Report

BUNER: Tehsil Cou-
ncil Daggar have unani-
mously approved the
budget of Rs 669,068
for the year 2025/2026
on the third day of the
budget session. The ses-
sion was held on
Wednesday at the TMA
office in Daggar, under
the chairmanship of
Convener Imran Khan.
The meeting was
attended by Chairman
Haji Rozi Khan, TMO
Zahoor Ahmed Khan,
in-charge Sadaqat
Khan, male and female
members of the council.
In the meeting, mem-
bers Haji Dost
Muhammad Khan, Irfan
Ali, Maulana Zia-ur-
Rehman Bakht Faraz
Khan actively partici-
pated in the discussion
and severely criticized
the PTI leadership for
not releasing the PFC
award by the provincial
government in four
years term. However,
all the members have
jointly appreciated the
performance of TMA
Daggar in these four
years term and said that
within limited
resources, every possi-
ble help and coopera-
tion has been provided
on the call of each vil-
lage chairman and they
have been honored in
the constituencies. In
the meeting, Village
Council Gokand
Chairman Irfan Ali, said
that due to the heavy
rain in Bar Gokand,
there was a flash flood
that was swept away a
mother and daughter
were from house. 

Consultative
meeting held

F.P. Report

TAKHTBAHI The
Chairman Tehsil
Council Takhtbhai,
Hafiz Muhammad
Saeed, held a consulta-
tive meeting with the
heads of various gov-
ernment departments in
Mardan district to dis-
cuss ways to improve
departmental perform-
ance and take effective
measures to protect the
tehsil from floodwaters
and address public
issues. The meeting was
held at TMA Takhtbhai
and attended by SDO
Irrigation Mardan Aziz
Khan, Sub-Engineer
Shah Fahad, SDO
Public Health Eng-
ineering Department
Mohsin Iqbal, Sub-
Engineer Public Health
Mazhar Ali, Assistant
District Zakat Office
Ata Ur Rehman, Tehsil
M u n i c i p a l
Administration Officer
Rahman Sher, and
Member of JUI Central
Supreme Council Haji
Dost Muhammad
Darwish. During the
meeting, Chairman
Hafiz Muhammad
Saeed emphasized that
it is the primary respon-
sibility of government
departments to prompt-
ly address public issues
related to their depart-
ments. He stressed that
any negligence or lack
of attention from gov-
ernment departments
can create significant
problems for the public,
and therefore, such neg-
ligence will not be tol-
erated.

ADC holds
Khuli Katcheri

F.P. Report

KARAK: The Addit-
ional Deputy Comm-
issioner Karak (G) held
"Kuli Katcheri", on the
computerization of land
records at the Service
Delivery Center (SDC)
Karak on Wednesday. It
beside others, was also
attended by the Tehsildar
SDC, Gardawar and all
other SDC staff. The
people present on the
spot, submitted their
written complaints
regarding computeriza-
tion of land records, on
which the Tehsildar was
directed to check the
records and submit a
report at the earliest. The
ADC on the complaint
about encroachment on
rain drains/algadas, said
that all the Assistant
Commissioners are
already engaged in an
indiscriminate operation
to remove illegal
encroachments from the
rain drains/algadas.
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F.P. Report

SHANGLA: A miner named
Haider Ali, son of Raham Zar, a
resident of Charhuno village,
Union Council Kuz Kana in dis-
trict Shangla, tragically lost his life
while working at Shah Kot Lease
No. 02 coal mine. The incident
occurred due to the accumulation
of toxic gas (commonly known as
“Sanda”) in the mine, leading to
suffocation.

Rescue teams rushed to the
scene immediately and initiated a
rescue operation, which was still
ongoing at the time of reporting.
According to officials, more time
was needed to retrieve the
deceased’s body.

Once the body was recovered, it
was bathed and shrouded accord-
ing to local traditions and sent to
his native village, where Haider
Ali was laid to rest in the presence
of hundreds of tearful mourners.

Senate election in KP con-
cluded due to Dr. Ibad proposed
formula: PML-N: Leader of the
Opposition in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, Dr. Ibad
Ullah, demonstrated remarkable
political maturity and foresight as
his proposed formula for the 2025
Senate elections was successfully
implemented amid deep political
rifts and tensions within the ruling
party.

Despite growing divisions

among government members and
an atmosphere of uncertainty, Dr.
Ibad Ullah put forward a balanced
and pragmatic solution, which was
accepted by the House. The result-
ing outcome — 6 senators elected
from the ruling PTI and 5 senators
from the opposition benches —
aligned exactly with his proposed
formula.

Parliamentary observers and
party leaders from both sides have
appreciated Dr. Ibad Ullah’s role,

noting that such inclusive and
solution-oriented leadership is
vital for strengthening democratic
institutions and ensuring political
stability. In a momentous gather-
ing held at his ancestral home in
Puran, Engineer Amir Muqam
Federal Minister for Kashmir
Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON, and Provincial
President of the Pakistan Muslim
League — warmly received con-
gratulatory visits from residents

across Shangla on the election of
his son, Niaz Ahmad Khan, as
Member of the Senate of Pakistan.

A large number of constituents
visited the minister's residence to
extend their felicitations. Amid
celebrations, Minister Muqam
took the opportunity to engage
with visiting delegations, listened
attentively to public concerns, and
issued on-the-spot directives for
resolution of various community
issues.

Coal miner killed due to accumulation of toxic gas

F.P. Report

PABBI: In a concerted
effort to mitigate line losses
and enhance revenue recov-
ery, the Nowshera City
Division of Peshawar
Electric Supply Company
(PESCO) has intensified its
campaign against electrici-
ty thieves and defaulting
consumers.

Sub-Divisional Officer
(SDO) Pabbi Ihsan Ullah
Khan led the operation in
collaboration with the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) and local
police forces, augmented
by the technical staff of
Pabbi No. 1 Sub-Division.
The operation, which
spanned multiple locations
including Pushton Ghari,
Choki Drab, and Pabbi
City, aimed to curb the ram-
pant menace of electricity
theft and non-payment of
dues by consumers.

During the course of the
operation, 15 individuals
were apprehended red-
handed for indulging in
electricity theft, and First
Information Reports (FIRs)
were lodged against them at

the Pabbi Police Station.
Furthermore, 20 defaulting
consumers had their elec-
tricity connections severed
due to outstanding arrears
amounting to Rs.
3,540,200. Notably, some
defaulters, whose outstand-
ing dues totaled Rs.
725,200, made immediate
payments to avoid discon-
nection.

The operations were
characterized by meticu-
lous planning and execu-
tion, with the technical staff
playing a pivotal role in
identifying and disconnect-
ing defaulters, while the
FIA and police provided
crucial support in appre-
hending electricity thieves.
This multi-agency
approach has been instru-
mental in the success of the
operation and demonstrates
the effectiveness of inter-
institutional collaboration
in combating these chal-
lenges.

PESCO remains stead-
fast in its resolve to protect
the integrity of the power
distribution system and
ensure that all consumers
fulfill their payment obliga-

tions. The public is urged to
cooperate with PESCO in
its efforts to eradicate elec-
tricity theft and support the
utility's initiatives aimed at
improving service delivery
and reducing power out-
ages.

In conclusion, PESCO's
crackdown on electricity
thieves and defaulting con-
sumers is a significant step
towards enhancing the sus-
tainability and efficiency of
the power distribution sys-
tem in the region. The utili-
ty's commitment to taking
stringent action against
those who seek to under-
mine the system through
theft and non-payment is a
testament to its dedication
to providing reliable and
uninterrupted power supply
to the public.

PESCO appeals to the
public to report any
instances of electricity theft
or meter tampering to the
nearest PESCO office or
through the official com-
plaint mechanism.
Together, we can work
towards a more efficient
and reliable power distribu-
tion system.

PESCO intensifies crackdown
against electricity thieves

Syed Waliullah Shah

NOWSHERA: Unknown
thieves have stolen valu-
able equipment worth mil-
lions of rupees from a
Ufone tower in the
Khysera area of
Nowshera. The theft has
disrupted the communica-
tion network, leaving
Ufone subscribers in the
area unable to make or
receive calls.

According to local resi-
dents, this is not the first
time that the Ufone tower
in the area has been target-
ed by thieves. Similar inci-
dents have occurred in the
past, where thieves have
stolen valuable equipment
and other materials from
the tower.

Police have registered a
case against unknown
thieves and formed a team
to investigate the matter
and arrest the culprits. The
theft has caused signifi-
cant inconvenience to
Ufone subscribers in the
area, who are struggling to
stay connected.

The local residents have
expressed frustration and
disappointment over the
lack of security measures
in place to prevent such

incidents. The police are
working to identify the
culprits and bring them to
justice. 

Teachers promoted in
2013 deprived of incre-
ments: In Nowshera, a
number of teachers who
were promoted to the 15th
scale in 2013 are still
awaiting their increments.
According to the promo-
tion rules, these teachers
were entitled to two annu-
al increments, but they
have only received one
increment so far.

Despite the Finance
Department's clarification
that these teachers are eligi-
ble for two increments and
arrears, local officials,
including Deputy District
Education Officer Shahjahan
and Accounts Officer Idris
Hashmi, are refusing to
implement the decision.

According to reports,
teachers who have politi-
cal connections or influen-
tial backers have had their
files processed and
received their arrears,
while others are still wait-
ing. Many teachers have
become frustrated and
have approached the
courts for relief. The case
is still pending, with the

latest hearing scheduled
for July 18 being post-
poned due to the judge's
absence, and a new date
set for October.

The Account Officer,
Nowshera, had sought
clarification from the
Finance Department,
which responded in writ-
ing that the increments are
a legitimate right of the
teachers. However,
Shahjahan and Idris
Hashmi continue to refuse
to sign off on the incre-
ments. Interestingly, Idris
Hashmi has advised teach-
ers to present the Finance
Department's letter in
court to support their case,
but in practice, he is creat-
ing obstacles to the imple-
mentation of the decision.

The teachers are
demanding that their files
be processed without fur-
ther delay and that all
teachers receive their
legitimate rights without
discrimination. The teach-
ers' community is express-
ing serious reservations
about the situation and
questioning the silence of
elected representatives,
particularly former
Minister Khaliq ur
Rehman, MNA and MPA. 

Thieves steal equipment
from cell phone tower

F.P. Report

WANA: In a dramatic
overnight encounter, an
attempted abduction by
militants of the outlawed
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) was thwarted in the
Azam Warsak area of
Lower South Waziristan.
The attackers, who targeted
the residence of a promi-
nent tribal elder, were met
with fierce resistance from
local tribesmen, resulting in
the death of three militants.

According to reports,
heavily armed members of
the banned TTP stormed
the home of respected tribal
leader Malik Sardar Ali
Karey Khel in an apparent
bid to abduct him.
However, the attackers
were repelled by the swift
and courageous response of
Malik Sardar’s family and
members of the Karey Khel
tribe.

During the exchange of
fire, three militants linked
to the TTP were killed. Two
of the deceased were identi-
fied as Zia-ur-Rehman and
Haider Wazir, reportedly
affiliated with the
Rehmatullah Wazir-led fac-
tion of the group. The third,
yet to be formally identi-
fied, is said to belong to the
Suleman Khel tribe of
Lower South Waziristan.

The failed attack has
sparked outrage across the
region. In a strong show of
unity, a large number of

Karey Khel tribesmen
rushed to Malik Sardar
Ali’s residence to express
solidarity. Tribal elders
declared the assault an
attack on the collective
honor and dignity of
Waziristan.

The Karey Khel tribe has
called upon the government
and security forces for
urgent support and protec-
tion, warning that such
attacks threaten not only
individuals but the region’s
fragile peace. They
appealed to all tribes across
Waziristan to stand united
against terrorism.

In a related develop-
ment, the Waziristan Trade
Union announced the clo-
sure of Rustom Bazaar in
Wana in protest against the
incident, underscoring the
business community’s
alarm over the deteriorating
security situation.

Meanwhile, sources
claim that local TTP com-
mander Rehmatullah has
requested a ten-day period
from tribal elders to investi-
gate whether his operatives
were involved in the failed
raid. It is important to note
that large swathes of Lower
South Waziristan remain
under the influence of
banned outfits like TTP and
TTP-G, making state pres-
ence and enforcement
extremely challenging in
the area.

ANP leader under-con-
struction house targeted:

In a disturbing incident
underscoring the fragile
security situation in South
Waziristan, the under-con-
struction residence of sen-
ior Awami National Party
(ANP) leader and former
provincial assembly candi-
date Taj Muhammad was
targeted in a midday mortar
attack.

According to eyewit-
nesses and local sources,
two mortar shells were
fired from an unknown
direction. One shell struck
the boundary wall of the
building, while the second
landed inside the courtyard
but fortunately did not det-
onate. At the time of the
attack, several laborers
were present and engaged
in construction work, but
no injuries or loss of life
were reported.

Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest the possibility
of a personal feud behind
the attack. Sources indicate
that an individual may have
launched a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade (RPG) at a
rival, which missed the
intended target and instead
hit Taj Muhammad’s house,
causing minor structural
damage.

While no group has
claimed responsibility for
the attack, the incident has
once again highlighted the
growing volatility and
unchecked proliferation of
heavy weaponry in parts of
South Waziristan.

Tribesmen kills three 
in attempt to abduction

F.P. Report

TIMERGARA: Prof Dr
Syed Abdul Khaliq Jan, a
self-made individual, is
ambitious to work for his
own people instead of serv-
ing abroad, despite repeat-
ed offers of jobs from
around the world.
Currently, he serves as
Associate Professor and
Chairman of the
Department of Chemistry at
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
University, (SBBU)
Sheringal in Upper Dir. He
also holds the positions of
Director of ORIC (Office
of Research, Innovation
and Commercialization)
and Pro-Vice Chancellor,
and has previously served
as Acting Vice Chancellor
of the university.

Born on February 9,
1979, in the village of Banr
in Lower Dir district,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Dr
Khaliq Jan has consistently
demonstrated a passion for
education and academic
excellence. He began his
educational journey at
Government Primary
School Banar, completed
his middle school from Tor

Qila, matriculated from
Government High School
Munda, and earned his FSc
from Degree College
Timergara. He pursued a
BSc from the prestigious
Jahanzeb College, Swat,
followed by an MPhil from
the University of Peshawar
and a PhD from the
University of Karachi.

Furthering his academic
credentials, Dr Khaliq Jan
completed a post-doctoral
research fellowship at the
Chinese Academy of
Sciences' Eco-
Environmental Research
Centre in China, focusing
on photo-photolysis.

Dr Khaliq Jan began his
professional career in edu-
cation on January 25, 2007,
as an SST at Government
Middle School Tor Qila. In
April the same year, he was
promoted to SSO at
Government High School
Mian Kallay. By August
2007, he joined the then
sub-campus of University
of Malakand in Sheringal—
now Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto University—as a
lecturer. He became an
Assistant Professor in the
Department of Pharmacy in

2011, and later transitioned
to the newly established
Department of Chemistry
as an Associate Professor.

Over the years, he has
held several important aca-
demic and administrative
positions, including
Director ORIC in 2018,
Chairman of the Chemistry
Department from 2020, and
Pro-Vice Chancellor from
2022. He is also engaged in
advanced research focusing
on the extraction of medici-
nal oils from various plants.

Despite his humble and
friendly nature, Dr Khaliq
Jan is known for his unwa-
vering commitment to
teaching, research, and ful-
filling institutional responsi-
bilities. He firmly believes
that the intellectual, spiritu-
al, and ethical training of the
youth is essential to meeting
global challenges.

Although he has
received job offers from
several universities abroad,
Dr Khaliq Jan remains
devoted to his mission:
transforming Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto University,
Sheringal into one of the
top ten universities in the
world.

Prof Dr Abdul Khaliq
Jan: A dedicated scholar

F.P. Report

KARAK: Khushal Khan
Khattak University Karak
(KKKUK) is proud to
announce the successful
completion of MPhil vivas
for its first cohort of
Physics scholars.
Muhammad Danyal Zarin,
Hassan Khan, and Adnan
Khan successfully defend-
ed their theses, marking a
significant milestone for
the Department of Physics.

The vivas were conduct-
ed under the expert supervi-
sion of Dr. Abdul Hakim
Shah and Dr. Fida Rehman.
The rigorous evaluation
process included distin-
guished external examiners:
Dr. Ikhtisham Mehmood
from the University of
Haripur, Dr. Sajid Khan
from Kohat University of
Science and Technology
(KUST), and Dr.
Muhammad Imran from the

University of Science and
Technology (UST) Bannu.
Their invaluable insights
and thorough assessments
contributed to the high stan-
dards of the defenses.

Professor Dr. Tahir
Khalily, Vice Chancellor of
Khushal Khan Khattak
University Karak, extended
his heartfelt congratula-
tions to the successful
scholars and lauded the
dedicated efforts of the
Department of Physics.
"This achievement is a tes-
tament to the hard work of

our students and the unwa-
vering commitment of our
faculty," said Dr. Khalily.
"It underscores our univer-
sity's growing reputation as
a center for excellence in
scientific research and
higher education."

The successful defenses
by Muhammad Danyal
Zarin, Hassan Khan, and
Adnan Khan pave the way
for their future contribu-
tions to the field of Physics
and set a high bar for
upcoming MPhil candi-
dates at KKKUK.

KKKUK celebrates 
successful MPhil
thesis defenses

F.P. Report

LANDI KOTAL: Polio
supervisors and field work-
ers in Landi Kotal disap-
proved Direct Disburs-
ement Mechanism (DDM)
policy, announced by the
provincial government,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
World Health Organization
(WHO) to pay the front-
line polio eradication work-
ers.

In a protest rally held at
Bacha Khan Chawk, main
Landi Kotal bazaar on
Tuesday, dozens of the
polio workers rejected the

policy and said it was eco-
nomic killing of thirteen
hundred polio workers in
Khyber.

The concerned depart-
ment should pay them their
arrears besides extend their
contract for six months,
they added and asked for
granting of martyr package
to them. They insisted to
reinstate them on the posi-
tions of polio workers per-
manently and bestow them
all their legal rights.

They demanded the
health department and
WHO to revisit the policy
and resume the previous

procedure of monthly pay-
ment to them. The protes-
tors threatened that till
acceptance of their
demands; their boycott of
the polio campaign would
be continued and would ini-
tiate protest sit-in at Pak-
Afghan highway to get
their rights.

As per the WHO, the
policy will directly benefit
the workers by receiving
their payment on time
besides DDM allows the
government and other
stakeholders to closely
monitor progress during the
polio eradication drive.

Polio workers in
Landi Kotal flay

DDM policy

Senator
Dilawar a
beacon in

politics
Fazal Haq

MARDAN: Senator Haji
Dilawar Khan, who was
elected on technocrat seat on
a JUI ticket, belongs to
Mardan. He is a prominent
industrialist of the country.
He has previously been a
senator on the technocrat
seat and retired in early 2024
after completing six years of
his election to the Senate.

After that, he has emerged
as a candidate on the techno-
crat seat on the JUI ticket.
Haji Dilawar Khan belongs
to a respected family of
Mardan. He resides in Khan
Qila, a densely populated
area of the city in Par Hoti.
He is a post-graduate in his-
tory and archaeology and has
been associated with various
industries for the past several
decades. Thus, he has exten-
sive experience in finance,
tax system, improving the
business environment and
facilitating investment.

Haji Dilawar Khan was
considered one of the active
members in the Upper
House in the previous era.
He was the head of the
Independent Group in the
Senate and was not only con-
sidered one of the trusted
associates of the then
Chairman Senate Sadiq
Sanjrani, but he was also the
creator of introducing sever-
al bills in the Upper House.
He highlighted many impor-
tant issues in the Senate and
presented bills for legislation
on many occasions.

Haji Dilawar Khan paved
the way for the return of
dozens of families in the UK
who were stranded abroad
on Afghan passports. He was
also the chairman of several
committees in the Senate. He
convened a committee of
important figures of the time
to investigate the famous
antiquities theft case of the
Peshawar Museum and
uncovered many important
secrets. Haji Dilawar Khan
became the center of atten-
tion of the national and inter-
national media when he pre-
sented a resolution regarding
the postponement of the
February 2024 elections.

Haji Dilawar Khan has
carved a unique place for
himself in the country's par-
liamentary system. He was
re-elected as a senator on a
JUI ticket in the July 21
Senate elections, securing 54
votes on the Technocrat seat.

PST terms
inflation as govt

incompetence
F.P. Report

LARKANA: Pakistan
Sunni Tehreek (PST) held
meeting at the Divisional
Office, Menhalabad Colony,
against inflation and
increasing unrest, on
Wednesday.

PST Sindh Senior
Provincial Leader Maulana
Ali Nawaz Qasmi,
Divisional General
Secretary Shamsuddin
Sirohi, District President
Hafiz Madad Ali Qadri,
along with activists and rep-
resentatives of civil society
participated in large num-
bers. Addressing the meet-
ing, Maulana Ali Nawaz
Qasmi, Shamsuddin Sirohi
and others protested and
said that the current govern-
ment has sunk the country's
ship, while on a daily basis,
the prices of common
household items including
petrol, electricity, gas are
being increased, and the
people of Pakistan are being
forced into poverty, but
unfortunately, the rulers do
not see their own luxuries,
which we strongly con-
demn.

They further said that
unrest is burning in every
city and area of Sindh,
especially Larkana district
has been left at the mercy
of criminals. Where the
law and order situation is
deteriorating day by day,
when even the senior
police officials of Larkana
cannot protect their own
policemen, then how will
they protect the public,
when the police officials
are busy giving protocols
to corrupt officers and
political thugs.
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COLUMBIA: Columbia
University in the United
States has imposed severe
punishments, including
expulsion, suspension from
courses and revocation of
academic degrees, on
dozens of students who par-
ticipated in protests against
Israel's war on Gaza.

The student activist
group Columbia University
Apartheid Divest (CUAD),
which has called for the
school to cut all financial
ties with Israel, said in a
statement that nearly 80
students have now been
either expelled or suspend-
ed for up to three years over
their involvement in anti-
war protests. Columbia said
in a statement that its latest
punishment of students
relates to "disruption of
Butler Library in May 2025
and the encampment during
Alumni Weekend in spring
2024?.

"Disruptions to academ-
ic activities are in violation
of University policies and
rules, and such violations
will necessarily generate

consequences," the univer-
sity wrote. The CUAD
group said the university's
sanctions on students
"hugely exceed precedent
for teach-ins or non-
Palestine-related building
occupations". "We will not
be deterred. We are com-
mitted to the struggle for
Palestinian liberation," the
group added. The pro-
Palestinian student
encampments at Columbia
University in 2024 helped
ignite a global movement
against Israel's unrelenting
war on Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip. The protest
sites were eventually bro-
ken up when Columbia
University allowed hun-
dreds of New York City
police officers on campus,
leading to dozens of arrests.
Despite the university's
harsh crackdowns, student
protesters occupied the
Butler Library during final
exams in May this year,
demanding divestment
from companies linked to
the Israeli military and
expressing solidarity with

Palestinians in Gaza.
Columbia University's

Judicial Board confirmed it
issued expulsions, suspen-
sions and degree revoca-
tions after what it called a
disruption during "reading
period". It did not say how
many students were
expelled but said that this
was "the final set of find-
ings from that period". The
Ivy League university is in
negotiations with US
President Donald Trump's
administration to restore
some $400m in federal
funding. The Trump
administration cut funds to
the New York City-based
institution over what it
claimed were failures to
"meaningfully protect
Jewish students against
severe and pervasive
harassment". Columbia's
acting president, Claire
Shipman, a former trustee,
was booed by students dur-
ing a May graduation cere-
mony for her role in crack-
ing down on pro-
Palestinian protests.
Fellow Ivy League institu-

tion Harvard University,
which has also been target-
ed with billions in funding
cuts by the government,
has pushed back against
pressure to change its poli-
cies by taking the Trump
administration to court.

The latest disciplinary
measures announced by
Columbia against students
came as Israel's siege on the
Gaza Strip continued to
cause widespread starva-
tion, with at least 15 peo-
ple, including a six-week-
old baby, dying from
hunger and malnutrition
within a 24-hour period,
according to health offi-
cials. Mahmoud Khalil, the
Columbia University
protest leader targeted for
deportation by the Trump
administration, met with
lawmakers in Washington,
DC, more than a month
after he was released from
immigration custody in
Louisiana, where he was
being held amid a pledge
by the US president to
deport pro-Palestinian
activists. — Aljazeera 

Columbia University suspends, expels
nearly 80 students over Gaza protests

PALAU (AFP): The
United States is looking
to send asylum seekers to
the sparsely populated
volcanic isles of Palau,
the small South Pacific
nation said Wednesday.
Scattered about 800 kilo-
metres (500 miles) east of
the Philippines, tropical
Palau has long been one
of the United States' clos-
est allies in the Pacific.

Palau President
Surangel Whipps Jr last
week received a request
from Washington to
accept "third-country
nationals seeking asylum
in the United States", his
office said in a statement.
Whipps' office told AFP
on Wednesday the propos-
al was still under consid-
eration by the nation's
powerful Council of
Chiefs, an advisory body
of traditional leaders. "A
meeting was held last
week. So far no decision
has come out of that meet-
ing," a spokesman said.
US President Donald
Trump campaigned on a
promise to expel millions
of undocumented
migrants, saying the
country had been "inun-
dated" by unwanted
arrivals. He signed an

executive order in
January -- titled
"Protecting the American
People Against Invasion"
-- that suspended admis-
sions for countless
refugees seeking haven in
the United States. Key
details of the proposed
deal between Palau and
the United States were not
immediately clear, such as
how many asylum seekers
it would cover, or what
Palau may get in return.

"Based on the most
recent draft agreement,
Palau would have full dis-
cretion to decide whether
or not to accept any indi-
viduals, and all actions
would be consistent with
our constitution and
laws," the Palau presi-
dent's office said in a
statement. US
Ambassador Joel
Ehrendreich was present
at a meeting of senior
officials to discuss the
request, according to pho-
tos published last week by
the Palau president's
office. The United States
has reportedly considered
dispatching asylum seek-
ers to the likes of El
Salvador, Libya and
Rwanda. With some
20,000 people spread

across hundreds of vol-
canic isles and coral
atolls, Palau is by popula-
tion one of the smallest
countries in the world.
The Pacific microstate
could find it difficult to
deny Washington's
request. Palau gained
independence in 1994 but
allows the US military to
use its territory under a
longstanding "Compact of
Free Association" agree-
ment. In return, the
United States gives Palau
hundreds of millions of
dollars in budgetary sup-
port and assumes respon-
sibility for its national
defence.

The United States
Embassy in Palau did not
respond to an AFP request
for comment. Since com-
ing to power in 2021,
Whipps has overseen the
expansion of US military
interests in Palau. This
has included the ongoing
construction of a long-
range US radar outpost, a
crucial early warning sys-
tem as China ramps up
military manuevers in the
Taiwan Strait. Palau is
one of the few remaining
countries to recognise
Taiwan's claim to state-
hood.

Pacific nation ponders taking
asylum seekers from US

TOKYO (AFP): Having
done a trade deal with US
President Donald Trump,
Japan's prime minister will
soon announce his resigna-
tion, reports said
Wednesday, after his latest
election debacle left his
coalition without a majori-
ty now in both houses of
parliament.

The reports said Shigeru
Ishiba had conveyed his
intention to step down to
those close to him, follow-
ing the announcement
Wednesday of a US-Japan
trade deal. Upper house
election was calamitous for
Ishiba's centre-right
Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP), which has governed
almost continuously since
1955.

Voters angry at inflation
turned to other parties,
notably the "Japanese first"
Sanseito, whose "anti-
globalist" drive echoes the
agenda of populist move-
ments elsewhere. Ishiba
plans to vacate the top job
by the end of August, the
Mainichi daily reported.
The Yomiuri newspaper

said he would announce his
resignation in July but did
not give details of when he
would leave office. These
and other reports said calls
for the 68-year-old to
depart had grown louder
within the LDP since the
results of the upper house
election.

But he communicated
his decision after striking a
trade deal with Washington
that cut a threatened 25-
percent tariff to 15 percent
ahead of an August 1 dead-
line. In the election, the
LDP and its junior partner
Komeito fell three seats
short of retaining a majori-
ty. It came only months
after Ishiba's coalition was
forced into a minority gov-
ernment in the more pow-
erful lower house, in the
LDP's worst result in 15
years. Ishiba won the party
leadership in September,
on his fifth try, to become
the 10th LDP prime minis-
ter since 2000 -- all of
them men.

Since the October snap
lower house election, the
ruling coalition has been

forced to bargain with
opposition parties to pass
legislation. After years of
stagnant or falling prices,
consumers in the world's
fourth-largest economy
have been squeezed by
inflation since Russia's
2022 invasion of Ukraine.
In particular, the price of
rice has doubled, while
resentment has also lin-
gered over an LDP funding
scandal. "I really hope
things will get better in
Japan, but the population
is declining, and I think
living in Japan will get
tougher and tougher,"
Naomi Omura, an 80-year-
old from Hiroshima, told
AFP in Tokyo on
Wednesday. "It is disap-
pointing that Japan cannot
act more strongly" towards
the United States" but "I
think it was good that they
agreed on a lower tariff",
she said. Tetsuo
Momiyama, an 81-year-
old Tokyo resident, said
Ishiba "is finished
already". "It's a good tim-
ing for him to go,"
Momiyama said.

Japan PM plans to resign
after election debacle

CARACAS (AFP): Tears
of joy and relief flowed
freely as Venezuelan
Maikel Olivera returned
home to his mother's
embrace after four months
of "hell" in a Salvadoran
prison. The 37-year-old is
one of 252 Venezuelan
migrants flown home from
a notorious "anti-terrorism"
prison where they were sent
by the United States in
March in a fear-inducing
crackdown on undocu-
mented migrants.

Family and friends wait-
ed impatiently for Olivera
to be released by
Venezuelan officials after
days of medical tests and
questioning, breaking out
in tearful cheers and wav-
ing Venezuelan flags as
they saw a police car final-
ly approaching his family
home. "You've come back
to life, my love!" Olivera's
mother Olivia Rojas
exclaimed, hugging her son
and lovingly stroking his
face before taking a step
back to look him up and
down for any visible signs
of distress. Cars honked in
celebration and one person

in the crowd wore a T-shirt
with the slogan: "Migrating
is not a crime." When the
clamor died down, Olivera
described the CECOT
prison he and his compatri-
ots were held at as "real
hell." "There were beatings
24 hours a day," he told
AFP of the experience.
"They told us: 'you will rot
here, you will be impris-
oned for 300 years.' I
thought I would never
return to Venezuela again."
The CECOT was built by
Salvadoran President
Nayib Bukele to house dan-
gerous criminals in a suc-
cessful but much-criticized
war on gangs.

Bukele accepted pay-
ment of millions of dollars
from Donald Trump's
administration to add
migrants deported from the
US to his prison popula-
tion in a move widely
denounced by human
rights groups. Olivera was
arrested in the United
States just days short of his
second month there,
accused of being a gang
member, held for five
months and then sent to El

Salvador with 251 other
Venezuelans. After four
months incommunicado at
the CECOT, Olivera and
the others were finally
freed in a prisoner
exchange deal with
Washington. Caracas --
itself under investigation
for alleged rights viola-
tions in its own prisons --
says the men were beaten,
shot with rubber bullets,
sexually abused and given
rotten food to eat during
their incarceration. The
men had been sent to El
Salvador despite US offi-
cials not providing any
evidence for claims that
they were gang members,
and without any due
process on American soil.

The last they were heard
of was when Bukele shared
images of the men arriving
at CECOT in chains, their
heads shorn. Olivera said
they were not allowed to
receive visits from lawyers
or family members. "I had a
friend who was gay, they
raped him," he said. "They
beat us just for taking a
shower." Olivera was deliv-
ered by authorities to the

city of Barquisimeto, a
more than four-hour drive
west from the capital
Caracas where the men
arrived in two planes last
week. Another four hours
west, Mervin Yamarte, 29,
broke down in tears when
he arrived to see his young
wife Jeannelys Parra, their
six-year-old daughter, and
his mother, Mercedes,
among an excited, 300-
strong welcoming commit-
tee.

"It was complete torture
what we were enduring, I
have many marks on my
body," he told AFP.
Mercedes Yamarte, 46, had
worked for days to prepare
a special meal and decorate
her humble home with bal-
loons in the colors of the
Venezuelan flag. She had
raised a banner outside
reading: "Welcome to your
homeland, you were
missed." Yarelis Herrera,
45, was overcome at being
reunited with her son
Edwuar Hernandez, who
she said appeared "very
changed" by his experi-
ence. "He looks more like a
man now."

Tears of joy as Venezuelan migrants
return from Salvadoran prison ‘hell’

DHAKA: Hundreds of pro-
testers have rallied in
Bangladesh to demand
accountability after an air
force fighter jet crashed into
a Dhaka school, killing 31
people, including 25 stu-
dents. The children, many
aged under 12, were about to
return home from class on
Monday when the
Bangladesh air force jet
crashed into their school and
burst into flames. The mili-
tary said the plane had suf-
fered mechanical failure.

Students from the school
and others from nearby col-
leges protested as two gov-
ernment officials visited the
crash site, demanding an
accurate death toll and shout-
ing, “Why did our brothers
die? We demand answers!”
Elsewhere in the capital,
hundreds of protesting stu-
dents, some of them waving
sticks, broke through the
main gate of the federal gov-
ernment secretariat, demand-
ing the resignation of the
education adviser, according
to local TV footage.

The protesting students
called for those killed and
injured to be named, com-
pensation for families, the
decommissioning of what
they said were old and risky
jets, and a change in air force
training procedures. Police
fired tear gas and used sound
grenades to disperse the
crowd, leaving about 80 stu-
dents injured, Jamuna TV, a
Bangladeshi station, report-
ed.

Dhaka Metropolitan
Police Deputy
Commissioner Talebur
Rahman said he did not have
information on the number
of injured, the Reuters news
agency reported. The stu-

dents have several demands,
said Al Jazeera’s Tanvir
Chowdhury, from the site of
the crash at Milestone
School and College.

“They’re asking the gov-
ernment to accurately list the
name of the people who died
and also those who are
injured; they want an exact
figure – the number of peo-
ple who are in the hospital.
They also want compensa-
tion and a public apology,”
Chowdhury said. “They also
want the air force to get away
from old aircraft and to
change their training proce-
dures.” The military said in a
statement that 31 people had
died and 165 had been
admitted to hospitals in the
city. The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare said 68
remained in hospital, and the
condition of 10 of them was
critical.

A statement from the
press office of Muhammad
Yunus, the country’s interim
administrator, said that the
government, the military,
school and hospital authori-
ties were working together to
publish a list of named vic-
tims. It also said the air force
will be told not to operate
training aircraft in populated
areas. Rescue workers con-
tinued to scour the charred
buildings for debris as dis-
tressed residents of the area
looked on.

“The whole nation is
mourning. This is something
[that’s] never happened in
this country,” said Al
Jazeera’s Chowdhury. Some
parents were inconsolable.
Abul Hossain broke down as
he spoke about his nine-year-
old daughter, Nusrat Jahan
Anika, killed in the crash. “I
took her to school yesterday

morning like every day. I had
no idea it would be the last
time I would be seeing her,”
Hossain told Reuters. She
was buried on Monday night.

Rubina Akter said her son
Raiyan Toufiq had a miracu-
lous escape after his shirt
caught fire when he was on a
staircase. “He sprinted to the
ground floor and jumped on
the grass to douse it,” Akter
told Reuters. “He tore his
shirt and vest inside, which
saved him from severe
burns.” Smriti, an 11th-grade
student at the school, told
The Associated Press news
agency that her eardrums felt
they were “about to burst”
when the plane crashed.

“I saw some children
lying with their limbs spread
out, some of their lifeless
bodies scattered around. Can
you save them? Tell me, will
they ever be able to return to
their parents’ arms again?”
she asked. The jet had taken
off from a nearby airbase on
a routine training mission,
the military said. After expe-
riencing mechanical failure,
the pilot tried to divert the
aircraft away from populated
areas, but it crashed into the
school campus. 

The pilot, flight lieu-
tenant Mohammed Toukir
Islam, was among those
killed. It was his first solo
flight as he was complet-
ing his training. The inci-
dent comes as neighbour
India is still grappling with
the world’s worst aviation
disaster in a decade after
an Air India plane crashed
into a medical college hos-
tel in Ahmedabad last
month, killing 241 of the
242 people on board and
19 others on the ground. —
Aljazeera 

Deadly air force jet crash

Bangladesh 
students demand

accountability

GAZA (AFP): More than
100 aid organisations
warned on Wednesday that
"mass starvation" was
spreading in Gaza ahead of
the US top envoy's visit to
Europe for talks on a possi-
ble ceasefire and an aid cor-
ridor. Israel is facing
mounting international
pressure over the cata-
strophic humanitarian situ-
ation in the Palestinian ter-
ritory, where more than two
million people face severe
shortages of food and other
essentials after 21 months
of conflict, triggered by
Hamas's attack on Israel.

The UN said that Israeli
forces had killed more than
1,000 Palestinians trying to
get food aid since the US-
and Israel-backed Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation
started operations in late
May -- effectively sidelin-
ing the existing UN-led
system. A statement with
111 signatories, including
Doctors Without Borders
(MSF), Save the Children
and Oxfam, warned that
"our colleagues and those

we serve are wasting
away". The groups called
for an immediate negotiat-
ed ceasefire, the opening of
all land crossings and the
free flow of aid through
UN-led mechanisms. It
came a day after the United
States said its envoy Steve
Witkoff will head to Europe
this week for talks on Gaza
and may then visit the
Middle East. Witkoff
comes with "a strong hope
that we will come forward
with another ceasefire as
well as a humanitarian cor-
ridor for aid to flow, that
both sides have in fact
agreed to," State
Department spokeswoman
Tammy Bruce told
reporters. Even after Israel
began easing a more than
two-month aid blockade in
late May, Gaza's population
is still suffering extreme
scarcities. Israel says
humanitarian aid is being
allowed into Gaza and
accuses Hamas of exploit-
ing civilian suffering,
including by stealing food
handouts to sell at inflated

prices or shooting at those
awaiting aid. In their state-
ment, the humanitarian
organisations said that
warehouses with tonnes of
supplies were sitting
untouched just outside the
territory, and even inside,
as they were blocked from
accessing or delivering the
goods.

"Palestinians are trapped
in a cycle of hope and
heartbreak, waiting for
assistance and ceasefires,
only to wake up to worsen-
ing conditions," the signa-
tories said. "It is not just
physical torment, but psy-
chological. Survival is dan-
gled like a mirage," they
added. "The humanitarian
system cannot run on false
promises. Humanitarians
cannot operate on shifting
timelines or wait for politi-
cal commitments that fail
to deliver access." UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said that the "hor-
ror" facing Palestinians in
Gaza under Israeli military
attack was unprecedented
in recent years. The head of

Gaza's largest hospital said
21 children had died due to
malnutrition and starvation
in the Palestinian territory
in the past three days.
Israel and Hamas have
been engaging in drawn-
out negotiations in Doha
since July 6 as mediators
scramble to end nearly two
years of war. But after
more than two weeks of
back and forth, efforts by
mediators Qatar, Egypt and
the United States are at a
standstill. More than two
dozen Western countries
recently urged an immedi-
ate end to the war, saying
suffering in Gaza had
"reached new depths".
Israel's military campaign
in Gaza has killed 59,106
Palestinians, mostly civil-
ians, according to the
health ministry in the
Hamas-run territory.
Hamas's October 7, 2023
attack on Israel, which
sparked the war, resulted in
the deaths of 1,219 people,
most of them civilians,
according to an AFP tally
based on official figures.

More than 100 NGOs warn ‘mass
starvation’ spreading across Gaza

Two Russian
soldiers
needing

medical care
MOSCOW (Reuters): Two
Russian soldiers in need of
medical care were handed
over by Ukrainian authori-
ties to be returned home,
the Russian Defence
Ministry said. A ministry
statement on Telegram said
the two servicemen were
handed over and taken to
Belarus, one of Moscow's
closest allies, on Russia's
western border. They were
receiving treatment in
Belarus and would soon
return to Russia, it said.

The statement said the
action was undertaken on
the basis of agreements
reached at the second of
two direct meetings aimed
at ending the conflict last
month between Russian
and Ukrainian representa-
tives. The two meetings in
Istanbul resulted in agree-
ments to return prisoners of
war and remains of fallen
soldiers, but made little
progress towards an end to
the more than three-year-
old conflict. Large
exchanges have taken place
since the two meetings. A
third meeting was due to be
held on Wednesday in the
Turkish city. 

Macron-Merz
to hold talks

on NATO
BERLIN (AFP): French
President Emmanuel Macron
is to meet German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz in Berlin on
Wednesday to discuss NATO
security, the US-EU trade
row and other key issues.
Macron and Merz, who took
power in May, have been at
pains to boost the bilateral
partnership at the heart of the
European Union as US
President Donald Trump has
rocked transatlantic ties.

"The most important mes-
sage is: the Franco-German
couple is back at work," the
French presidency said ahead
of Macron's planned dinner
with Merz. Paris and Berlin,
along with London and
Warsaw, have pushed efforts
to support Ukraine against
Russia and build up the
defence capabilities of
NATO's European member
states. But while Paris has
signalled a willingness to
send peacekeeping troops to
monitor a possible Ukraine
ceasefire, Berlin has so far
voiced no plans to contribute.
Merz and Macron were also
expected to discuss the trade
dispute with the United
States after Trump threatened
30-percent tariffs against the
EU if no deal is reached by
August 1. "In the tariff dis-
pute with the USA, we are
now approaching the deci-
sive phase," Merz said, urg-
ing "a fair and reliable agree-
ment with low tariff rates"
that strengthens the transat-
lantic market.

The two leaders also have
to discuss bilateral stumbling
blocks, from a joint defence
project to energy and trade
policy. There has been dis-
agreement over a combat air-
craft to be made jointly with
Spain. Merz has objected to
the idea of a greater leader-
ship role for France while
expressing confidence an
agreement can be reached.
The head of French defence
company Dassault, Eric
Trappier, suggested that the
viability of the project was in
doubt. "We have to question
the effectiveness of a project
which is run by three coun-
tries ... where there isn't one
real leader but three," he told
a press conference. Another
tricky area is energy, where
France relies heavily on
nuclear power, which
Germany has decided to
phase out as it shifts to solar
and wind power. Paris wants
Berlin to commit to "technol-
ogy neutrality" and effective-
ly classify nuclear energy as
climate friendly.

Germany's previous gov-
ernment of the Social
Democrats and Greens reject-
ed this, but Merz's centre-right
CDU/CSU may be more
open to the idea. In a joint
newspaper article in May,
both leaders pledged a "restart
in energy policy" and "equal
treatment at the EU level for
all low-emission energies".
Another area of discord has
been an EU trade deal long in
the works with South
America's Mercosur bloc.
While Germany strongly
favours it, France has
expressed fears it will badly
impact its farming sector.
French sources said a way
forward is emerging, and that
an additional protocol could
add a "robust safeguard clause
for agriculture". Merz will
welcome Macron at 6:30 pm
(1630 GMT) at Villa Borsig,
the former residence of the
commander of the post-war
French occupation troops on
the outskirts of Berlin.

GAZA STRIP: Palestinians carrying sacks of flour unloaded from a humanitarian aid convoy.



6 The Frontier Post LeaderThursday, July 24, 2025

Important Notice
The Frontier Post will not be responsible for the
comments in the articles and letters. The
Frontier Post requests the writers of articles
and letters to please make sure that they write
their email addresses and mention the names of
the cities, towns, districts or tehsil of their 
residences at the bottom of their articles and
letters.

The Frontier Post
Rehmat Shah Afridi (Late)

Founder

Bilal Shah Afridi
Chief Executive

Jalil Afridi
Managing Editor

Printed and published by Mahmood Afridi at Moraka’s
Printers, 27 Abdara Road, University Town, Peshawar.

Peshawar Office: 091-5700095, 0300- 9009001
Peshawar Fax: 091-5703687, Post Box No. 573

E-mail: fppeshawar@thefrontierpost.com
Lahore Office: 0335-4026284

Email: fplahore@thefrontierpost.com
Islamabad Office: 0321-5066253 

Email: mahmoodafridi@thefrontierpost.com
Karachi Office: 021-32213411, 0300-8340907

Email: fpkarachi@thefrontierpost.com
USA and Canada Toll Free Number 1-800-5905747

The Gaza
Humanitarian

Foundation is a
deadly shambles

W
HEN it was first established, in
February, the main selling
point of the Gaza

Humanitarian Foundation was that it
was the best of bad options. The foun-
dation’s masterminds, Israel and the
US, argued that using private security
contractors to hand out aid parcels
from stations inside Israeli military
zones would be safer and prevent them
from being intercepted by Hamas.

Global aid organisations condemned the
plan for flying in the face of international
law and humanitarian principles. But
Israel’s government had already banned
UNRWA, the UN relief agency for
Palestinians, from operating inside Gaza,
and either restricted the entrance of aid
groups to scale their operations or stopped
them altogether. For Gaza’s two million
civilians, suffering one of the world’s
most acute humanitarian crises, the only
available alternative to the GHF experi-
ment was certain mass starvation.

The experiment has failed. Since the
GHF sites opened, more than 700
Palestinians have been killed approaching
them or waiting in the queue – many of
them, if not most, allegedly by the Israeli
military. Some of the deaths have been
attributed to stampedes, others to Hamas
fighters and several to GHF security con-
tractors themselves.

Some GHF contractors have come for-
ward to the international media, which is
barred by Israel’s military from reporting
freely in Gaza, to speak out about some of
their colleagues’ alleged conduct. The
most appalling allegations describe
behaviour that, if proved, would be crimi-
nal – treating guard towers at aid sites
more like snipers' nests from which to
pick off vulnerable Palestinians. In a
statement on Monday, Philippe Lazzarini,
UNRWA's Commissioner-General,
described the GHF sites as "a sadistic
death trap".

Incidents at GHF sites reflect a broader
pattern of Palestinian civilians being tar-
geted near aid delivery points throughout
Gaza. The bloodiest yet occurred on
Sunday, when 93 people were allegedly
killed by the Israeli military while
approaching a food bank near Gaza City.
One eyewitness told The National Israeli
forces fired “from all directions” as civil-
ians approached an aid lorry with their
hands raised.

The GHF says shooting incidents at its
sites, for which it denies responsibility,
should not overshadow the organisation’s
work. It claims to have delivered as many
as half a million meals a day. 

Even this figure, however, is under-
whelming in comparison to the UN-
backed meal delivery system, which
delivered just over one million meals a
day through a network of 180 kitchens in
April, before new access restrictions
imposed by Israeli authorities cut this fig-
ure down by 70 per cent.

Denying access to food, whether
through restrictions or terrorising people
queueing for aid, is a war crime – a point
that has been made repeatedly by Michael
Fakhri, the UN's special rapporteur on the
right to food. Twenty-eight countries,
including Britain and France, have now
condemned Israel’s aid policy as danger-
ous and destabilising.

On Sunday, talks began in Cairo and
Doha between Israel, the US and several
Arab countries on resuming aid airdrops
to Gaza – an imperfect but far safer deliv-
ery method than the one in place now. In
truth, the UN system for aid delivery,
designed and implemented by seasoned
humanitarians with global funding and
oversight, is the only truly effective and
morally acceptable one. 

Allowing Israel to set the terms for aid
distribution has achieved little other than
bolstering a perception that it has no
intention of stopping the systematic star-
vation of Palestinians.

T
HE reverbera-
tions of the
Western forces’

withdrawal from
Afghanistan in 2021
keep on being felt in
many nations, years
after Taliban turned the
page on 20 years of
failed attempts by the
US, UK, NATO and
others to democratize
the country.

The recently exposed
leak of data about thou-
sands of Afghans who
had worked with British
forces presents several
unanswered questions, as
well as billions of pounds
in costs. Then there is the
vetting process that
remains less than com-
prehensive, to say the
least, and open to abuse,
especially as the Taliban
have repeatedly claimed
that they have not pur-
sued or targeted those
who cooperated with the
pro-Western regime in
Kabul or its many
Western allies.

So, is it possible that
the Afghans have been
overexaggerating the
level of threat to their
safety for other reasons?
Or has the West again
been a victim of its over-
sensitivity to the protec-
tion of human rights,
freedom of expression
and women and other
minorities from potential
abuse by regimes such as
the Taliban?

In less than a month’s
time, on Aug. 15, it will
be four years since Kabul
fell back into the hands
of the Taliban. The US-
led Western troops’ pull-
out, negotiated by the
first Trump administra-
tion and executed by the
Biden administration,
ended up being one of
the most chaotic and
humiliating withdrawals
since American troops
pulled out of Vietnam.
Whatever the reasons
behind the speedy col-
lapse of the pro-Western
government in Kabul, it

showed once more that
the Western efforts to
supplant democracy and
nation-building were
flawed from the begin-
ning.

The story for the UK
of repatriating Afghans
who had worked with its
forces began then and
continued under different
Conservative govern-
ments. But the 2022 data
leak did not come to pub-
lic attention until a high
court judge this month
lifted a gagging order
that was put in place in
2023, when the breach
first came to light.

In brief, the story goes
back to February 2022,
when the personal data
related to nearly 19,000
Afghans who had applied
to be repatriated to the
UK after the Taliban
seized power was leaked.
The Conservative gov-
ernment under Rishi
Sunak first learned of the
breach in August 2023,
when some of the details
appeared on Facebook. A
special resettlement
scheme was set up at
speed and more than
4,500 Afghans have since
arrived in the UK.

But the existence of
the leak and subsequent
relocations were kept
secret after the govern-
ment obtained a superin-
junction banning their
disclosure. This was
because the data con-
tained the names, contact
details and family infor-
mation of people who
had cooperated with the

UK and could potentially
be at risk of reprisals
from the Taliban.

The secret scheme,
known as the Afghan
Response Route, has
already cost the UK £400
million ($541 million).
And it is expected to cost
a similar amount again, if
not more, if the UK is to
honor its pledge that 600
more Afghan soldiers
and 1,800 of their rela-
tives who are still in
Afghanistan will be
moved to Britain.

More dangerously, the
leak also revealed the
details of more than 100
British officials, includ-
ing members of the spe-
cial forces and the intelli-
gence services.

The data leak was a
catastrophe and it
exposed vulnerable
Afghans, adding to the
risk they faced. The gov-
ernment’s decision to try
to protect them was right.
But it is also fair to ques-
tion how those risks were
assessed and whether the
secrecy and lack of pub-
lic scrutiny improved the
situation for those
involved.

The Taliban’s swift
takeover of the country
surprised the Western
powers for sure, but it
did not come as a total
surprise for a majority of
Afghans. Throughout
their country’s history,
they have been capable
of sensing the winds of
change and maneuvering
themselves to lean as
necessary. Amid the
hasty evacuation of tens
of thousands of Afghans
who had worked for the
Western powers, not all
of them were necessarily
in imminent danger, but
many also saw an oppor-
tunity to live outside
Afghanistan.

The question that has
remained unanswered
since 2021 is whether
there was a genuine case
for repatriation or if it
was pure opportunism

and freeloading. And
though human rights
groups routinely speak of
threats to some people
who dwelled in the pub-
lic sphere, from security
to education and
women’s rights, the dan-
gers faced by those ask-
ing for asylum and evac-
uation remain unclear.

Afghanistan is no dif-
ferent to any other nation
that has frequently suf-
fered internal strife and
wars between its various
ethnic and religious con-
stituents. The rush to
leave the country as the
Western troops withdrew
was a natural reflex for
humans fearing the worst
or sensing an opportune
moment to change their
lives.

As a reporter who cov-
ered various parts of the
Afghan story, it was pos-
sible to notice a trait of
Afghans holding the
stick from the middle and
never burning their
bridges with any clan
that could be a foe.

If anything, the UK
data leak highlighted
how a poorly-thought-
out intervention and
poorly executed state-
building project, fol-
lowed by a poorly
orchestrated withdrawal,
caused damage to the
West’s standing and rep-
utation. Such poor efforts
at the craft of state-build-
ing were especially likely
to fail in a uniquely trib-
al and linguistically and
ethnically diverse coun-
try such as Afghanistan.

UK data leak
highlights

West’s flawed
Afghanistan

project
Mohamed Chebaro

T
HE Israelis cer-
tainly owe Bret
Stephens a favour.

Yesterday, The New York
Times opinion columnist
took to the pages of the
United States newspaper
of record to promote his
latest deranged argu-
ment, headlined: “No,
Israel Is Not Committing
Genocide in Gaza”.

Never mind that numer-
ous global institutions,
ranging from various
United Nations bodies to
Amnesty International,
have determined that Israel
is committing just that.
These are organisations
that hardly throw the G-
word around lightly, but
Stephens knows better.
And he will tell us why.

In the very first para-
graph of his Times inter-
vention – which should
perhaps come accompa-
nied by a trigger warning
for readers prone to
aneurysms – Stephens
demands defiantly: “If the
Israeli government’s inten-
tions and actions are truly
genocidal – if it is so
malevolent that it is com-
mitted to the annihilation
of Gazans – why hasn’t it
been more methodical and
vastly more deadly?”

It would seem, of
course, that the Israeli mil-
itary’s near-comprehensive
conversion of much of the
Gaza Strip into rubble –
via the bombardment of
homes, hospitals, schools,
and everything else that
can be bombed – would be
rather “methodical”. As for
the perceived insufficient
deadliness of Israel’s
ongoing “actions”,
Stephens cites the official
Palestinian death count of
“nearly 60,000” in less
than two years, and won-
ders why there are “not,
say, hundreds of thousands

of deaths”.
He goes on to proclaim

that “the first question the
anti-Israel genocide chorus
needs to answer is: Why
isn’t the death count high-
er?”

Among the many ques-
tions that Stephens himself
needs to answer, mean-
while, is why he thinks
slaughtering 60,000 people
is no big deal. As of
November 2024, Israel had
killed at least 17,400 chil-
dren in Gaza – but even
this is apparently not
“malevolent” enough.
Furthermore, according to
a study published in the
Lancet medical journal
more than one year ago,
the true death toll in Gaza
was already potentially set
to exceed 186,000. How’s
that for “hundreds of thou-
sands”?

In lieu of waiting for an
answer from the “anti-
Israel genocide chorus”,
Stephens presents his own,
which is that “Israel is
manifestly not committing
genocide.” Citing the UN
genocide convention’s def-
inition of the term as the
“intent to destroy, in whole
or in part, a national, ethni-
cal, racial or religious
group, as such”, Stephens
proceeds to announce that
“I am aware of no evidence
of an Israeli plan to delib-
erately target and kill
Gazan civilians.”

Objectively speaking,
this is the equivalent in
terms of ludicrousness of
claiming that there is no
evidence of a plan by the
operators of a chicken
slaughterhouse to deliber-
ately end the lives of the
poultry therein. You don’t
kill 17,400 children in 13
months by accident; nor do
you repeatedly bomb hos-

pitals and ambulances if
you aren’t, you know,
deliberately aiming to kill
civilians.

But it’s not just about
bombs. Forced starvation
is genocide, too. And on
that note, another question
Stephens might answer is
how intentionally depriv-
ing a population of two
million people of the food
and water that is necessary
for human survival does
not constitute an “intent to
destroy” that group.
Yesterday alone, Gaza
health officials reported
that at least 15 Palestinians
had starved to death,
including four children.

Since the end of May,
more than 1,000
Palestinians have also been
killed while trying to pro-
cure food from the so-
called Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation (GHF). This
diabolical outfit, backed
by Israel and the US, not
only concentrates large
numbers of starving
Palestinians in a single
location for easier mowing
down by the Israeli army,
but also furthers Israel’s
US-backed vision of
forcibly expelling the sur-
viving Palestinian popula-
tion.

While Stephens does
deign to mention the
“chaotic food distribution
system” in Gaza, he insists
that “bungled humanitari-
an schemes or trigger-
happy soldiers or strikes
that hit the wrong target or
[Israeli] politicians reach-
ing for vengeful sound
bites do not come close to
adding up to a genocide.”

And yet in his war on
the use of the G-word in
the Gaza context, Stephens
refuses to acknowledge
that Israel itself has been a

genocidal endeavour from
the get-go. Zionists were
well aware of the need to
dispense with the majority
of the Indigenous popula-
tion of Palestine even
before the formal creation
of the state of Israel on
Palestinian land in 1948, a
process that entailed mass
killing and the destruction
of hundreds of villages.
Some three-quarters of a
million people were made
refugees.

Since then, Israel has
continued on what is fun-
damentally genocidal foot-
ing, working to disappear
the Palestinians both phys-
ically and conceptually –
as exemplified in the late
Israeli Prime Minister
Golda Meir’s famous
assertion that the
Palestinians “did not
exist”. Indeed, Israel’s
existence as a Jewish set-
tler-colonial state is predi-
cated on the very “intent to
destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnical,
racial or religious group,
as such”.

Anyway, forget history
and reality. Stephens warns
us that, if the word geno-
cide “is to retain its status
as a uniquely horrific
crime, then the term can’t
be promiscuously applied
to any military situation
we don’t like”.

Speaking of promiscu-
ity, the Israeli military has
long been in bed with The
New York Times and a
host of other US corporate
media outlets, which do
their best to sanitise Israeli
atrocities as self-defence.
But as Israel now contin-
ues to carry out a uniquely
horrific crime in Gaza with
the firm backing of the
global superpower,
Stephens’s genocidal jour-
nalism is also uniquely
horrific.

Yes, The New York Times is
committing genocidal journalism

Belén Fernández

I
N a surprising politi-
cal development,
Palestinian President

Mahmoud Abbas on
Saturday announced
that elections for the
Palestinian National
Council — the legislative
body of the Palestine
Liberation Organization
— will be held before the
end of 2025. This is the
first time such a step has
been taken since the
council’s inception in
Jerusalem in 1964. The
announcement, made
through the official
Palestinian news agency
WAFA, stipulates that
350 representatives will
be elected: two-thirds
from within the
Occupied Territories and
one-third from the dias-
pora.

On the surface, this dec-
laration may appear like a
long-overdue democratic
revival. But its timing rais-
es critical questions. Why
now? Why in the midst of
the most brutal and pro-
longed war on Gaza since
1948 — a war that has
claimed the lives of more
than 38,000 Palestinians
and displaced more than 2
million? What purpose do
elections serve when a
large portion of the
Palestinian people is either
starving, under bombard-
ment or buried under the
rubble of their homes?

One cannot separate
Abbas’ announcement
from the broader political
landscape. The PLO has
long suffered from a legit-
imacy crisis. For years, the
Palestinian Authority has
governed parts of the West
Bank under Israeli occupa-
tion, while Hamas has
controlled Gaza since the
2006 legislative elections
— ironically, the last time
a national vote took place.
That rift has rendered

Palestinian politics frac-
tured and paralyzed, with
no clear roadmap for
unity, nor for meaningful
resistance.

By calling for PNC
elections now, Abbas may
be aiming to reassert the
relevance of the PLO as
the sole legitimate repre-
sentative of the Palestinian
people — especially at a
time when many in Gaza,
and even some in the dias-
pora, feel alienated from
traditional political institu-
tions. The decision also
seems designed to counter
growing criticism from
both inside and outside
Palestine that the PA has
become increasingly dis-
connected from the reali-
ties on the ground. With
Gaza engulfed in suffering
and resistance rising to the
forefront of regional and
global discourse, the PLO
leadership likely feels
pressured to project a
sense of political
dynamism — even if sym-
bolic.

Yet symbolism, in this
context, may not be
enough. What Palestinians
need now is not just elec-
tions but transformation.
They need leadership that
reflects the reality of occu-
pation, resistance and sur-
vival under siege. They
require an inclusive demo-
cratic structure that tran-
scends bureaucratic
reshuffling and provides a
unified vision for libera-
tion. They need leaders
who understand that credi-
bility is not restored at a
ballot box alone — but
through action, sacrifice
and standing firmly with
their people, especially in
Gaza.

The criteria for PNC
membership, as outlined
by Abbas — namely, com-

mitment to the PLO’s
political program and
international legitimacy —
may also be a double-
edged sword. While they
may ensure some ideolog-
ical cohesion, these stipu-
lations risk excluding key
factions like Hamas and
Islamic Jihad, both of
which, regardless of polit-
ical position, represent
significant segments of
Palestinian society and
have borne the brunt of the
current Israeli assault. Any
elections that reinforce old
divisions rather than heal-
ing them may only perpet-
uate the fragmentation that
has plagued Palestinian
politics for decades.

Furthermore, the war in
Gaza continues to rage
with horrifying intensity.
According to UN esti-
mates, more than 90 per-
cent of homes in Gaza
have been damaged or
destroyed. Hundreds of
thousands of people are on
the brink of starvation. In
this context, how realistic
— or ethical — is it to talk
about elections? What
guarantee is there that
Gazans will be allowed to
participate freely and fair-
ly in a vote, when their
cities lie in ruins and their
internet and electricity are
regularly cut off?

There is also the ques-
tion of diaspora represen-
tation. The announcement
that one-third of PNC
seats will go to
Palestinians abroad is sig-
nificant, as it nods to the
historical breadth of the
Palestinian cause.
However, ensuring mean-
ingful participation from
refugee communities in
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,
Europe and the Americas
will require extraordinary
logistical, legal and diplo-

matic coordination —
something the PA has con-
sistently struggled to
deliver in the past.

Let’s be clear:
Palestinian elections are
long overdue. Democratic
renewal is essential — not
just for optics, but for sur-
vival. The Palestinian peo-
ple are not just victims of
military aggression; they
are active agents of their
own future. They deserve
a voice and they deserve
leadership that does not
treat elections as a mere
rubber stamp, but as a tool
for genuine change.

However, if these elec-
tions are held merely to
polish the fading image of
the PLO without address-
ing the root causes of
Palestinian disunity and
institutional paralysis,
they may backfire. They
may reinforce the percep-
tion that the leadership in
Ramallah remains
detached from the daily
struggles of Palestinians in
Gaza, in refugee camps
and under occupation in
the West Bank.

At this critical hour,
Palestinians need more
than announcements. They
need justice. They need an
end to the siege on Gaza,
accountability for war
crimes and a bold, united
political front capable of
speaking for all
Palestinians, in all places.
If the planned elections for
the PNC can be a step
toward that future — one
that includes every voice,
prioritizes resistance and
breaks with the stagnation
of the past — then perhaps
they will be worth the
effort.

But if not, then this may
be yet another perform-
ance in a political theater
long disconnected from
the suffering of its own
audience.

Will PLO elections serve the
people or the status quo?

Hani Hazaimeh

In less than a month’s time, on Aug. 15, it will be
four years since Kabul fell back into the hands of
the Taliban. The US-led Western troops’ pullout,
negotiated by the first Trump administration and
executed by the Biden administration, ended up
being one of the most chaotic and humiliating

withdrawals since American troops pulled out of
Vietnam. Whatever the reasons behind the

speedy collapse of the pro-Western government
in Kabul, it showed once more that the Western
efforts to supplant democracy and nation-build-
ing were flawed from the beginning. The story
for the UK of repatriating Afghans who had

worked with its forces began then and continued
under different Conservative governments. But
the 2022 data leak did not come to public atten-
tion until a high court judge this month lifted a

gagging order that was put in place in 2023,
when the breach first came to light. In brief, the
story goes back to February 2022, when the per-
sonal data related to nearly 19,000 Afghans who
had applied to be repatriated to the UK after the

Taliban seized power was leaked. The
Conservative government under Rishi Sunak

first learned of the breach in August 2023, when
some of the details appeared on Facebook. 
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T
HE Global
C i v i l i z a t i o n s
D i a l o g u e

Ministerial Meeting
held last week in
Beijing under the theme
" S a f e g u a r d i n g
Diversity of Human
Civilizations for World
Peace and
Development", along
with side events such as
the ceremony for the
Orchid Awards for pro-
moting cultural
exchanges, signifies a
high point of China's
endeavor to champion
mutual learning among
civilizations. The initia-
tives are a distinct ray
of hope in today's
tumultuous global land-
scape.

As noted by Irina
Bokova, former
UNESCO director-gener-
al and recipient of the
second Orchid Awards
for Lifetime Honorary
Award, 2025 is a "year of
commemorations": the
80th anniversary of the
victory in the World
Anti-Fascist War, as well
as the Chinese People's
War of Resistance
Against Japanese
Aggression (1931-45),
and the founding of the
United Nations.

Yet top Chinese diplo-
mats, including Foreign
Minister Wang Yi and
China's Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations Fu Cong,
have invoked a potent
metaphor to describe a
worrying situation: the
obsession with power
politics has unlocked a
"Pandora's box" of the
law of the jungle, fueling
chaos across the world.
This warning reflects
fears that the world risks
regressing to prewar con-
ditions.

On one front, conflicts
continue to rage in
Europe and the Middle
East, claiming lives
daily. On another, tariff
and trade wars escalate in
battlefields devoid of
gunpowder smoke. The
global political and eco-
nomic orders face
unprecedented uncertain-
ty, with fragility and tur-
moil being more acute
today than at any point in
the past eight decades.

"In a world where
transformations and tur-
bulences are interwoven
and humanity stands at a
new crossroad, there is
an ever-pressing need for
civilizations to transcend
estrangement through
exchanges, and to tran-
scend clashes through
mutual learning," said
President Xi Jinping in
his congratulatory letter
to the ministerial meet-
ing.

A consensus emerged
that greater divergence
demands deeper listen-
ing, sharper social frac-

tures necessitate bridge-
building, and heightened
global instability calls
for civilizational
strength.

Fundamentally, both
geopolitical clashes and
economic confrontations
stem from zero-sum logic
and a jungle-law mind-
set. "Since wars begin in
the minds of men, it is in
the minds of men that the
defences of peace must
be constructed" — the
maxim inscribed on the
stone stele in multiple
languages at the
UNESCO Headquarters
— is often cited to eluci-
date the bond between
global peace and human
civilization.

Over the past decade,
China has established
itself as a proponent and
leader of civilizational
dialogue. In 2014,
President Xi first pro-

posed the concept of
"mutual learning among
civilizations" at the
UNESCO Headquarters.
In 2019, he addressed the
Conference on Dialogue
of Asian Civilizations in
Beijing. In 2023, follow-
ing the proposal of
Global Development
Initiative and the Global
Security Initiative, he put
forward the Global
Civilization Initiative,
presenting a systematic
Chinese perspective on
civilization. In 2024, the
UN General Assembly
adopted a resolution pro-
posed by China estab-
lishing June 10 as
"International Day for

Dialogue among
Civilizations".

While achieving last-
ing peace involves com-
plex theories and prac-
tices of international
relations, cultural cogni-
tion and civilizational
outlook remain pivotal.

In 1966, British schol-
ar Martin Wight posed a
seminal question: "Why
is there no international
theory?" He argued that
unlike political science,
international politics
lacked "progressive
interpretation" because it
addresses an anarchic
society — a mere "theory
of survival" on a "recur-
ring process" without
teleological improve-
ment.

Chinese moderniza-
tion explores new civi-
lizational paradigms, and
likewise, the Global
Civilization Initiative,
alongside initiatives on
global development and

security, advocates a
worldview aligned with
humanity's collective
interests.

"All things flourish
without harming one
another; paths unfold
without conflicting" —
that has always been a
foundational tenet of
Chinese culture. Yet
when voiced during eras
of weakness, such
appeals to harmony,
though morally just,
often rang hollow in the
past. Today, China's vig-
orous advocacy for cul-
tural dialogue carries
unprecedented reso-
nance, offering the world
singular significance.

The orchid ethos
illuminates a

turbulent world
Zhou ShuchunC

RYPTOCURRE
NCIES have long
existed in a legal

and financial gray zone
— praised as disruptive
innovations, dismissed
as speculative bubbles
and often relegated to
the periphery of serious
capital markets. That
era is over. New US fed-
eral regulation of digi-
tal assets, especially sta-
blecoins, signals a shift
from speculation to
mainstream investment.
Legislation known as
the Genius Act is one of
three cryptocurrency
bills currently advanc-
ing in Washington with
President Donald
Trump’s support.

This is not merely a
regulatory footnote. It is
a structural turning point.
For the first time since
the publication of Satoshi
Nakamoto’s white paper
in 2008, the debate in
Washington is no longer
about whether to regulate
crypto, but how — and,
more importantly, who
gets to define the rules.
With bipartisan momen-
tum and political backing
from figures such as
Trump, the US is step-
ping decisively into a
global contest over digi-
tal financial infrastruc-
ture.

The implications are
material, especially for
investors and financial
institutions recalibrating
their exposure to a space
once seen as fringe.
Since the collapse of
FTX, the crypto industry
has not only recovered
market capitalization but
has also ramped up lob-
bying efforts, poured
capital into US elections
and achieved a legisla-
tive milestone that pro-
vides regulatory clarity
for dollar-backed stable-
coins. The new frame-
work mandates full
reserve backing with
short-term, Treasury-like
instruments and places
oversight in the hands of
state or federal regula-
tors. What was once dis-
missed as internet play
money is now being
granted legal standing
and policy legitimacy.

This clarity matters. It
creates a regulatory
perimeter in which US-
based issuers like Circle
can scale and in which
institutional finance can
enter without reputation-
al or compliance risk.
The regulatory moment
resembles the
Telecommunications Act
of 1996, which sought to
modernize laws for an
internet-driven world.
Like that law, today’s
crypto framework is rac-
ing to catch up with tech-
nological reality — aim-
ing to open the gates to
competition while pre-
serving systemic
resilience.

Major players such as
Citigroup and JPMorgan
are not just taking notice,
they are moving in.
Citigroup CEO Jane
Fraser has pointed to ris-
ing client demand for
“multi-asset, multi-bank,
cross-border, always-on”
payment solutions —
characteristics that pro-
grammable, blockchain-
based money can deliver.
JPMorgan and Citibank
are developing deposit
tokens: bank-backed dig-
ital instruments designed
to retain institutional
control while mimicking
the benefits of stable-

coins.
These moves under-

score a deeper truth: sta-
blecoins are not just a
crypto niche — they are
fast becoming a parallel
infrastructure for global
payments. Settling
instantly, operating con-
tinuously and increasing-
ly functioning outside
legacy banking rails,
these instruments resem-
ble nothing so much as
the Eurodollar markets of
the 1960s — offshore
dollar liquidity that
reshaped global finance
while evading domestic
regulatory control.

Stablecoins are
already testing the limits
of monetary sovereignty,
with the potential to rival
traditional payment net-
works in speed and
reach. And like the
Eurodollar, their evolu-
tion may define a genera-
tion of financial innova-
tion — unless they are
absorbed by the incum-
bents first.

Yet crypto-native
firms are outpacing the

banks. Circle has soared
in valuation. Coinbase,
benefiting from its sta-
blecoin partnership, has
seen record highs. The
market is voting with
capital. The era of pro-
grammable money is not
coming — it is already
underway.

For serious investors,
this presents both an
opportunity and a chal-
lenge. Regulation is no
longer a threat to crypto.
It is a prerequisite for
scale. Just as the
Securities Acts of the

1930s laid the foundation
for modern capital mar-
kets, today’s digital asset
legislation seeks to insti-
tutionalize a new finan-
cial layer — without sti-
fling its underlying
dynamism. That histori-
cal moment transformed
Wall Street; this one
could do the same for the
blockchain economy.

Still, this will not be a
clean transition. A single
token can be a gover-
nance tool, a medium of
exchange and a specula-
tive asset — simultane-
ously. Decentralized
exchanges mimic broker-
ages but lack centralized
accountability. Applying
legacy legal frameworks
to these hybrids is like
regulating aviation with
maritime law.

Critics, especially
among Democrats like
Elizabeth Warren and
Maxine Waters, have
raised red flags. They
worry about insufficient
consumer protections,
the potential for systemic
risk and — should stable-

coin issuers fail — the
possibility of future tax-
payer bailouts. Their
skepticism is not without
merit. But their remedy
— regulatory inaction or
outright prohibition —
risks pushing innovation
into unregulated offshore
zones and ceding global
leadership to more agile
jurisdictions. Critics
argue the legislation
introduces more risk than
reward. After all, the US
already has a functioning
payment system — it is
called the dollar and, for
most purposes, it works
just fine. So why reinvent

the wheel?
For much of crypto’s

existence, its real-world
use case — beyond
underground transactions
and speculative fervor —
has remained elusive.
While tokenization
promises faster, more
efficient payments, the
volatility of most cryp-
tocurrencies has made
them a poor substitute for
fiat money. They are not
reliable stores of value
and, thus, not viable as
everyday currency.

Stablecoins attempt to
square this circle by peg-
ging themselves to the
dollar, offering price sta-
bility without sacrificing
speed. Most do so by
backing their tokens with
low-risk reserves like
Treasury bills, effective-
ly functioning as digital
wrappers for existing US
assets.

Europe’s Markets in
Crypto-Assets frame-
work is more than con-
sumer protection. It is
strategic industrial poli-
cy. By offering a unified

regulatory passport
across the EU, it provides
clarity, scale and first-
mover advantage. While
the US squabbled over
jurisdiction, Europe built
the infrastructure. Other
jurisdictions —
Singapore, the UAE and
even Hong Kong — have
embraced similar clarity.
China has gone its own
route with a state-backed
digital yuan. The US,
long caught in agency
turf wars, is finally
catching up — but only
just.

This is not merely a
new asset class. It is an
emerging economic
architecture. In countries
like Argentina and
Nigeria, crypto offers
escape from monetary
dysfunction. In Ukraine,
it became a wartime
financing tool. In the US,
stablecoins increasingly
serve as the foundation
for faster, cheaper and
programmable transac-
tions.

This is not peripheral
experimentation. It is
foundational infrastruc-
ture.

Congress’ move sig-
nals a shift in political
perception: crypto is no
longer an anarchic sub-
culture but a matter of
financial strategy and
sovereign control. But
this shift is not without
its complications.
Trump’s vocal support of
crypto — and financial
ties to digital asset ven-
tures — raises uncom-
fortable questions about
transparency and influ-
ence. The intersection of
public policy and private
gain in the digital asset
space will require vigi-
lant scrutiny.

Nonetheless, the legis-
lation, despite its imper-
fections, marks a belated
but necessary leap for-
ward. Without regulatory
clarity, the US risks
becoming a bystander to
innovations it helped pio-
neer. With it, it has a
credible chance to shape
— not just respond to —
the financial infrastruc-
ture of the 21st century.

As of now, the total
crypto asset market
exceeds $4 trillion, driv-
en by altcoin gains and
positive regulatory
developments. Options
markets suggest growing
investor confidence in
continued upward move-
ment.

For institutional
investors, this is no
longer a niche curiosity
or a speculative side bet.
It is a rapidly institution-
alizing frontier. The ver-
dict on crypto is not yet
settled. But the idea that
it can be ignored has
been definitively laid to
rest.

The law has entered
the ledger. The market
has taken note.

Dr. John Sfakianakis

Institutionalizing the
cryptocurrency frontier

E
UROPEANS may
be horrified by
the new US

administration’s dra-
conian immigration
policies, which include
snatching people off the
streets and deporting
them without due
process. But the EU’s
decade-long crackdown
on irregular African
migration — targeting
people who are fleeing
conflict, climate disas-
ters and poverty
attempting to reach
Europe by sea in flimsy
boats — is equally
appalling. Worse, the
European Commission
is seeking to double
down on this approach:
a leaked proposal for
the next long-term
budget cycle calls for
conditioning develop-
ment aid for African
countries on meeting
migrat ion-reduct ion
targets.

Africans comprise a
fairly large share of the
EU’s irregular migrants,
with West and Central
African countries
accounting for about
one-third of those arriv-
ing in the first half of
2024. 

At least 11 million
African-born migrants
reside in Europe — more
than double the number
living in Asia and North
America — where they
boost the labor force and
ease the economic pres-
sures caused by a rapidly
aging local population.

But many Europeans
treat migrants who arrive
in small boats as a securi-
ty threat, criminalizing

their entry and scapegoat-
ing them for broader soci-
etal problems. After mil-
lions of Syrian, Afghan
and Iraqi refugees fled to
the bloc in 2015-16, the
EU began strengthening
“Fortress Europe.” Some
countries, including
Greece, Hungary, Poland
and Slovenia, built
external border fences,
while others, like
G e r m a n y a n d t h e
Netherlands, have rein-
troduced border controls.

Efforts to secure the
bloc have included vio-
lent pushbacks against
refugees and migrants at
external borders — a vio-
lation of international
human rights law — and
partnerships with third
countries to curb flows.
According to Amnesty
International, the EU’s
externalization policy,
coupled with Italy and
Malta’s hostility to rescue
ships, were responsible
for 721 migrant deaths in
the Mediterranean
between June and July
2018. 

More recently, several
European rescue organi-
z a t i o n s b l a m e d t h e
deaths of 3,000 people in
the Mediterranean in
2023 partly on an EU
decree enacted that year
that severely restricted
their response capacity.

There is a stark divide
between how European
and African governments
view this issue. From
Sweden and Poland to
Italy and Germany, far-
right populist parties
have surged in populari-
ty by stoking anti-immi-
grant sentiment, which

has pushed many main-
stream European politi-
cians to embrace xeno-
phobic policies.

By contrast, African
governments largely
oppose the EU’s forced
return of migrants, for
both humanitarian and
economic reasons.
African migrants are a
vital source of remit-

tances, sending back
$100 billion in 2022 —
more than the continent
received in official devel-
opment assistance and
foreign direct investment
combined. 

These governments are

also quick to note that
they bear the brunt of
African migration: of the
more than 45 million peo-
ple forcibly displaced in
Africa last year, 34.5
million remained within
their own countries.

Of course, this does
not absolve African gov-

ernments of responsibili-
ty for their actions: poor
governance, political
exclusion and develop-
ment failures have con-
tributed to the migration
surge. 

The lack of economic

opportunities, in particu-
lar, has forced many
young Africans — the
continent has the world’s
youngest population,
with 70 percent in sub-
Saharan Africa under the
age of 30 — to flee to
wealthier countries.

But instead of using its

economic might to bol-
ster growth and support
job creation in Africa, the
EU poured �500 million
($586 million) into its
2 0 1 6 M i g r a t i o n
Partnership Framework, a
new way of engaging

with source countries to
reduce migration. The
resulting partnerships
with Ethiopia, Mali,
Niger, Nigeria and
Senegal subordinated
development aid to
migration goals. This
heavy-handed approach,
particularly the EU’s
obsession with negotiat-
ing the forced return of

African migrants and
pushing its own interests,
failed to stem the flow of
people, alienated African
governments and under-
mined the bloc’s human
rights and development
principles. 

Now, the Commission
has its sights on harden-
ing this negative-incen-
tive structure and apply-
ing it more widely.

To be sure, overall
migrant arrivals in the EU
declined by about 20
percent in the first five
months of 2025. 

But this decline came
after years of human
rights abuses by the EU’s
third-country partners,
which were effectively
bribed to slow the move-
ment of people. In 2024,
the European Court of
Auditors criticized the
bloc’s �5 billion
Emergency Trust Fund
for Africa for failing to
address the human rights
risks involved in subcon-
tracting migration policy
to autocratic regimes.
That same year, more
than 2,000 African
migrants died while try-
ing to reach Europe.

The behavior of these
regimes is reprehensible.
But the cruelty on display
within the bloc is no less
shocking. 

Frontex, the EU’s bor-
der control agency, was
reportedly involved in
covering up hundreds of
illegal pushbacks in the
Aegean Sea. Polish bor-
der guards forced
migrants back into
Belarus, where they were
beaten and raped. Last
year, three Egyptian
teenagers froze to death
after Bulgarian officers
reportedly obstructed
their rescue near the
Turkish border. Many
Sudanese asylum seekers
continue to be held ille-
gally in Greek prisons.

The EU’s current
approach is ineffective
and inhumane; its propos-
al to use foreign aid as a
stick is even more so. To
address the source of
African migration,
European policymakers
must understand why
young people embark on
this perilous journey. A
2019 report by the UN
D e v e l o p m e n t
Programme, based on
interviews with 1,970
African migrants from 39
nations, conducted across
13 EU member states,
found that they were typ-
ically educated above the
average levels in their
home countries and had
held steady jobs there.
But only 38 percent said
they had earned enough
“to get by.” 

Unable to fulfill their
ambitions in Africa, and
with many facing war and
repression, these young
people looked to Europe
for opportunity and safe-
ty.

Reducing migration
from Africa requires con-
tributing generously to its
development, not funding
third countries — many
of them ruled by repres-
sive regimes — to harden
borders by any means.
The EU has cynically
chosen the latter
approach, eroding its
moral standing. 

If the bloc wants to
portray itself as a global
force for good following
America’s retreat from
the world stage, it must
pursue migration policies
that reflect our shared
humanity, rather than
self-interest.

Fortress Europe’s African victims
Adekeye Adebajo

Efforts to secure the bloc have included violent pushbacks against refugees and migrants at
external borders — a violation of international human rights law — and partnerships with
third countries to curb flows. According to Amnesty International, the EU’s externalization

policy, coupled with Italy and Malta’s hostility to rescue ships, were responsible for 721
migrant deaths in the Mediterranean between June and July 2018. More recently, several

European rescue organizations blamed the deaths of 3,000 people in the Mediterranean in
2023 partly on an EU decree enacted that year that severely restricted their response capacity.
There is a stark divide between how European and African governments view this issue. From
Sweden and Poland to Italy and Germany, far-right populist parties have surged in popularity

by stoking anti-immigrant sentiment, which has pushed many mainstream European politi-
cians to embrace xenophobic policies. By contrast, African governments largely oppose the

EU’s forced return of migrants, for both humanitarian and economic reasons. African
migrants are a vital source of remittances, sending back $100 billion in 2022 — more than the
continent received in official development assistance and foreign direct investment combined.

These governments are also quick to note that they bear the brunt of African migration: of the
more than 45 million people forcibly displaced in Africa last year, 34.5 million remained

within their own countries. Ofcourse, this does not absolve African governments of responsibil-
ity for their actions: poor governance, political exclusion and development failures have con-
tributed to the migration surge.  The lack of economic opportunities, in particular, has forced

many young Africans — the continent has the world’s youngest population, with 70 percent in
sub-Saharan Africa under the age of 30 — to flee to wealthier countries. But instead of using
its economic might to bolster growth and support job creation in Africa, the EU poured �500

million ($586 million) into its 2016 Migration Partnership Framework, a new way of engaging
with source countries to reduce migration. The resulting partnerships with Ethiopia, Mali,
Niger, Nigeria and Senegal subordinated development aid to migration goals. This heavy-

handed approach, particularly the EU’s obsession with negotiating the forced return of African
migrants and pushing its own interests, failed to stem the flow of people, alienated African gov-

ernments and undermined the bloc’s human rights and development principles. 

On one front, conflicts continue to rage in Europe
and the Middle East, claiming lives daily. On

another, tariff and trade wars escalate in battle-
fields devoid of gunpowder smoke. The global

political and economic orders face unprecedented
uncertainty, with fragility and turmoil being more

acute today than at any point in the past eight
decades. "In a world where transformations and

turbulences are interwoven and humanity stands at
a new crossroad, there is an ever-pressing need for

civilizations to transcend estrangement through
exchanges, and to transcend clashes through mutu-
al learning," said President Xi Jinping in his con-

gratulatory letter to the ministerial meeting. A con-
sensus emerged that greater divergence demands
deeper listening, sharper social fractures necessi-
tate bridge-building, and heightened global insta-

bility calls for civilizational strength.
Fundamentally, both geopolitical clashes and eco-

nomic confrontations stem from zero-sum logic
and a jungle-law mindset. "Since wars begin in
the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that

the defences of peace must be constructed" — the
maxim inscribed on the stone stele in multiple
languages at the UNESCO Headquarters — is

often cited to elucidate the bond between global
peace and human civilization. Over the past

decade, China has established itself as a propo-
nent and leader of civilizational dialogue. In

2014, President Xi first proposed the concept of
"mutual learning among civilizations" at the

UNESCO Headquarters. In 2019, he addressed
the Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations

in Beijing. In 2023, following the proposal of
Global Development Initiative and the Global
Security Initiative, he put forward the Global
Civilization Initiative, presenting a systematic

Chinese perspective on civilization. 

The implications are material, especially for investors and financial insti-
tutions recalibrating their exposure to a space once seen as fringe. Since
the collapse of FTX, the crypto industry has not only recovered market
capitalization but has also ramped up lobbying efforts, poured capital

into US elections and achieved a legislative milestone that provides regu-
latory clarity for dollar-backed stablecoins. The new framework man-

dates full reserve backing with short-term, Treasury-like instruments and
places oversight in the hands of state or federal regulators. What was

once dismissed as internet play money is now being granted legal stand-
ing and policy legitimacy. This clarity matters. It creates a regulatory

perimeter in which US-based issuers like Circle can scale and in which
institutional finance can enter without reputational or compliance risk.
The regulatory moment resembles the Telecommunications Act of 1996,
which sought to modernize laws for an internet-driven world. Like that
law, today’s crypto framework is racing to catch up with technological
reality — aiming to open the gates to competition while preserving sys-

temic resilience. Major players such as Citigroup and JPMorgan are not
just taking notice, they are moving in. Citigroup CEO Jane Fraser has
pointed to rising client demand for “multi-asset, multi-bank, cross-bor-

der, always-on” payment solutions — characteristics that programmable,
blockchain-based money can deliver. JPMorgan and Citibank are devel-
oping deposit tokens: bank-backed digital instruments designed to retain

institutional control while mimicking the benefits of stablecoins. These
moves underscore a deeper truth: stablecoins are not just a crypto niche
— they are fast becoming a parallel infrastructure for global payments.
Settling instantly, operating continuously and increasingly functioning

outside legacy banking rails, these instruments resemble nothing so much
as the Eurodollar markets of the 1960s — offshore dollar liquidity that

reshaped global finance while evading domestic regulatory control.
Stablecoins are already testing the limits of monetary sovereignty, with
the potential to rival traditional payment networks in speed and reach.

And like the Eurodollar, their evolution may define a generation of finan-
cial innovation — unless they are absorbed by the incumbents first.



ISLAMABAD (APP): Dr.
Ihab Mohamed Abdelh-
amid Hassa, Ambassador of
Egypt to Pakistan on Wed-
nesday proposed the estab-
lishment of a Preferential
Trade Agreement (PTA)
between Pakistan and
Egypt to facilitate smoother
trade relations.

Rana Ihsaan Afzal Khan,
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Commerce,
held a meeting with the
Ambassador of Egypt to
discuss avenues for enhanc-
ing bilateral trade between
Pakistan and Egypt, said a
press release issued here on
Wednesday.

The Ambassador obser-
ved that despite the two
countries collectively rep-
resenting a significant share
of the global Muslim popu-
lation, the existing trade

volume remained low.
He emphasized the need

to strengthen trade relations
and apprised that he had
already met with chairmen
of various chambers of co-
mmerce in Pakistan to expl-
ore possible collaborations. 

To institutionalize coop-
eration, the Ambassador
recommended signing a
Memorandum of Underst-
anding (MoU) between the
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI) and
its Egyptian counterpart, as
well as the formation of an
Egypt-Pakistan Business
Council focusing on sectors
including spices, pharma-
ceuticals, surgical instru-
ments, and food products. 

The Ambassador recom-
mended signing a Memor-
andum of Understanding

between Pakistan Ministry
of Commerce and its Egyp-
tian counterpart, along with
the formation of an Egypt-
Pakistan Business Council
focusing on key sectors
including spices, pharma-
ceuticals, surgical instru-
ments and food products. 

The Coordinator to the
Prime Minister on Comm-
erce assured that the
Ministry of Commerce
would extend full support
for these initiatives and
facilitate measures aimed at
enhancing trade linkages
between the two countries.

The meeting reaffirmed
the Ministry of Comme-
rce’s commitment to foster-
ing stronger trade relations
with Egypt and under-
scored its resolve to create
an enabling environment
for exporters and investors.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chief
Executive Officer of
Pakistan Single Window
(PSW), Syed Aftab Haider
here Wednesday said that a
state-of-the-art Maritime
Single Window platform
PortVerse has been launched
to promote digitization and
streamline maritime trade.

The PSW launched the
platform in collaboration
with the Ministry of Mari-
time Affairs, with an objec-
tive to automate port opera-
tions, reduce costs and
delays, and bring transparen-
cy and efficiency in line with
international standards.

Talking to APP, Aftab
termed the launch of the
‘Single Window’ system as
a transformative develop-
ment aimed at streamlining
and digitizing trade
processes in Pakistan,
emphasizing that the initia-
tive was revolutionizing the
import and export land-
scape by making it faster,
more transparent, and high-
ly integrated.

The PortVerse integrated
digital system is designed
to automate and centralize
the arrival and departure
processes of vessels at
Pakistani ports, bringing
them in line with interna-
tional standards set by the
International Maritime
Organization (IMO).

“The purpose of PortV-
erse is to provide a single,
automated platform that
facilitates ship arrivals,
departures, and related reg-
ulatory procedures,” said
Haider. “This will enhance
transparency, save time and
costs, and improve overall

operational efficiency.”
The platform connects

key stakeholders including
port authorities, customs,
immigration, port health,
and shipping agents and
allow them to deliver coor-
dinated, high-quality serv-
ices. Built on advanced
technology and interoper-
ability, PortVerse promotes
better coordination betw-
een government institutions
and the private sector.

Haider highlighted that
the implementation of
PortVerse and the broader
Pakistan Single Window
initiative aligns with
Pakistan’s obligations
under the World Trade
Organization’s Trade
Facilitation Agreement
(TFA). Since its full activa-
tion in 2022, PSW has auto-
mated and streamlined all
import, export, and transit-
related approvals under a
unified digital framework.

As of now, 23 commer-
cial banks, 29 government
agencies, and the complete
Pakistan Customs data sys-
tem are integrated with
PSW. Additionally, over 32
regulatory bodies that issue
licenses, permits, and
NOCs for various goods are
now part of the PSW net-
w o r k — s i g n i f i c a n t l y
enhancing both transparen-
cy and speed in the
approval process.

Haider pointed out that
before PSW, traders had to
spend days obtaining clear-
ances from multiple depart-
ments. Now, these services
are accessible through a
single digital platform,
reducing the clearance time

from several days to just a
few hours. The system has
led to a significant reduc-
tion in paperwork, corrup-
tion, and procedural delays.

He also noted that the
platform provides secure
access to historical records,
with data as far back as
2011 readily available and
easily updatable. “PSW is
also helping document pre-
viously unregulated sec-
tors, such as construction
and communication com-
panies, contributing to
greater formalization of the
economy,” he said.

Pakistan’s progress in
digital trade facilitation is
being recognized globally.
Recently, the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) countries have invit-
ed Pakistan to take a leader-
ship role in developing
Single Window systems
across the Islamic world.
Moreover, Pakistan has
improved its score by 5 per-
centage points in the Global
Digital Trade Facilitation
Index since 2023.

Currently, over 300
highly trained professionals
are working at PSW,
including more than 250 IT
specialists. The organiza-
tion operates independently
and professionally, without
reliance on traditional gov-
ernment perks such as offi-
cial vehicles or chauffeurs.

CEO Aftab Haider
praised the collective
efforts of public and private
sector partners, attributing
the success of the initiative
to effective collaboration
and strategic use of modern
technology. 

HONG KONG (AFP/
APP): Tokyo stocks surged
Wednesday after Japan and
the United States finally
hammered out a trade deal
to slash Donald Trump’s
tariffs, including those on
the crucial car sector.

Investors were also
cheered by news that
Washington had reached
agreements with Indonesia
and the Philippines, stoking
optimism that other coun-
tries will also follow suit.

Despite a lack of deals
ahead of Trump’s August 1
deadline, equity markets
have been on the march in
recent weeks on optimism
that governments will even-
tually get over the line.

Investor sentiment in
Tokyo had been subdued as
Japanese trade envoy
Ryosei Akazawa travelled

seven times to Washington
since April in a bid to per-
suade Trump to scrap the
levies. 

But the US president
announced Tuesday a
“massive” deal lowering
tariffs on some Japanese
goods to 15 percent, down
from the threatened 25
percent.

Tokyo also cut a deal to
reduce tolls on its autos -- a
sector accounting for eight
percent of Japanese jobs --
to 15 percent, compared,
with 25 percent for other
countries.

“Japan will invest, at my
direction, $550 Billion
Dollars into the United
States, which will receive
90% of the Profits,” Trump
said on social media.

He did not provide
details on the investment

plan, but claimed the deal
“will create Hundreds of
Thousands of Jobs.”

With car shipments deal
in the bag, Japanese Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba
said: “We are the first
(country) in the world to
reduce tariffs on automo-
biles and auto parts, with
no limits on volume.”

Akazawa wrote on social
media: “Mission accom-
plished.”

However, he later said
the 50 percent levies on
steel and aluminium were
not part of the deal.

Traders poured back into
the market, pushing the
Nikkei up more than three
percent to a one-year high
thanks to soaring automak-
ers.

Toyota rocketed more
than 14 percent, Mitsubishi

13 percent and Nissan
jumped more than eight
percent.

“With the reciprocal tar-
iff rate at 15 percent, our
base case view that tariffs
should have a limited direct
impact for most industries
in Japan is unchanged,”
said Lorraine Tan
Morningstar’s director of
equity research in Asia.

“The key risk remains
the indirect impact of slow-
er global demand given
ongoing tariff uncertainty.”

The yen strengthened to
146.20 per dollar -- com-
pared with close to 148
Tuesday but it lost some
weight after a top Bank of
Japan official indicated it
was not in any rush to hike
interest rates. However,
analysts were cautious over
the agreement.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Pakistan Stock Exchange’s
(PSX) benchmark KSE-
100 turned around to bear-
ish trend on Wednesday,
losing 165.26 points, a neg-
ative change of 0.12 per-
cent, closing at 139,254.36
points against 139,419.62
points last trading day.

A total of 656,642,916
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
629,032,405 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas
the price of shares stood at
Rs 32.096 billion against
Rs 34.675 billion on the
last trading day. 

As many as 483 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market, 211 of
them recorded gains and

243 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
29 companies remained
unchanged. 

The three top trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 55,415,421
shares at Rs 1.54 per share,
Media Times Limited with
38,368,003 shares at Rs3.67
per share and First Dawood
Prop with 31,297,416
shares at Rs 6.75 per share.

PIA Holding Company
LimitedB witnessed a max-
imum increase of Rs
2,791.38 per share price,
closing at Rs 30,705.17,
whereas the runner-up was
Unilever Pakistan Foods
Limited with Rs 2,777.72
rise in its per share price to
Rs 30,554.94.

Rafhan Maize Products
Company Limited wit-
nessed a maximum decre-
ase of Rs63.16 per share
closing at Rs 9,469.83 fol-
lowed by Hoechst Pakistan
Limited with Rs51.65
decline in its share price to
close at Rs3,082.60.

Rupee gains 22 paisa
against US Dollar

The Rupee on
Wednesday appreciated by
22 paisa against the US
Dollar in the interbank trad-
ing and closed at Rs 284.75
against the previous day’s
closing Rs 284.97.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood

at Rs 287 and Rs 288.30,
respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by Rs 3.22 to
close at Rs334.40 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
331.18, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan.

The Japanese yen gained
01 paisa and closed at Rs
1.94, whereas a surge of Rs
1.75 was witnessed in the
exchange rate of the British
Pound, which was traded at
Rs 385.70 compared to the
previous day’s closing of
Rs 383.95.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal came down
by 06 paisa to close at Rs
77.52 and Rs 75.90, respec-
tively.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: State Bank of
Pakistan, Banking Services
Corporation (SBP BSC),
held an award ceremony on
Wednesday at SBP
Karachi, to recognize top-
performing banks for their
exemplary contributions to
the Agriculture Finance
Literacy Program (AFLP).

Launched in 2023,
AFLP is a flagship initia-
tive developed by SBP
BSC with support from the
SBP’s Agriculture Credit
and Financial Inclusion
Department (AC&FID).
The program aims to
enhance financial aware-
ness among farmers - par-
ticularly new-to-bank,
female, and underserved
segments - about formal
credit systems and making

informed borrowing deci-
sions.

During its second year,
AFLP demonstrated strong
nationwide outreach with
6,326 awareness sessions
conducted. These sessions
helped connect over
105,000 new-to-bank farm-
ers with the banking sys-
tem, including 10,740
female farmers. Moreover,
3,297 sessions were held in
underserved districts,
strengthening outreach in
less-accessible areas. To
ensure quality and consis-
tency, over 400 sessions
were physically monitored
by SBP BSC field offices.

The program also led to
significant results on the
ground. Over 18,000 farm-
ers availed agricultural
loans following their partic-
ipation in awareness ses-

sions, with total disburse-
ments exceeding Rs. 21.47
billions. The conversion
ratio improved notably
from 4% in Year 1 to
17.12% in Year 2, reflect-
ing the effectiveness of the
program in turning aware-
ness into financial action. 

Executive Director SBP,
Syed Samar Husnain, while
addressing the ceremony,
congratulated the awarded
banks and praised their
dedication and field-level
efforts. He emphasized,
“Financial inclusion begins
with awareness - not just
access - and literacy is the
key to converting that
awareness into action.”

Senior officials attended
the event from SBP and
SBP BSC, representatives
from the banking industry,
and field staff.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry president Fazal
Moqeem Khan called for
simplifying business visa
issuance process, exchange
of trade delegations,
unlocking potentials and
organising a single country
exhibition to enhance Pak-
Malaysia economic and
trade relations.

SCCI chief said Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is a lucrative
destination for foreign
investors and invited
Malaysian businessmen to
make investment in oil, gas,
hydropower generation,
tourism and other potentials
of the province.

He was speaking to
members during the visit of
the Higher Commissioner
of Malaysian in Pakistan
Muhammad Azhar Bin
Mazlan to the chamber
house on Wednesday.

On the occasion, a multi-
media documentary was
played, which highlighted
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
potentials in diverse sec-

tors, as well as the origin of
the chamber, its objectives,
facilitation services to the
business community and
other initiatives. 

SCCI senior vice presi-
dent Abdul Jalil Jan, vice
president Shehryar Khan,
members of the chamber’s
executive committee
Safiullah Khan, Adnan
Nasir, Ashfaq Ahmad,
Sultan Muhammad, Gul
Zaman and Bakht Mir Jan
Khan Durrani, former senior
vice president Imran Khan
Mohmand, Hasnain Sheraz,
Sherfarzand, Affaf Ali Khan,
Qurat Ul Ain, Naeem
Qasmi, Sikandar Iqbal,
Rashid Iqbal Siddiqui,
Mushtaq Ahmad, Shahzad
Qaiser, Saddar Gul, SCCI
Secretary General Muqtasid
Ahsan, Fazal e Wahid,
Ishtiaq Muhammad Paracha,
importers and exporters
were present in the meeting. 

Fazal Moqeem Khan
said immense investment
opportunities are available
in oil, gas, minerals,
hydropower generation,
tourism, honey, pharmaceu-
tical and other important

sectors in KP and called
upon Malaysian business-
men to take full advantage
by making investment
through joint ventures.

Accompanied by First
Secretary of High Com-
mission of Malaysia in Pak-
istan, Mohammad Zulasri
Bin Rosdi, the Malaysian
diplomat Azhar Bin Mazlan
in his keynote remarks and
replying to various queries
of the participants said that
his country gave much
importance to improve
trade and economic rela-
tions with Pakistan.

Mazlan acknowledged
that countless investment
opportunities exist in Paki-
stan, especially Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and stressed
the need for fully exploit-
ing these investment
avenues through mutual
collaboration.

The diplomat said they
want to engage and facilitate
the business community of
the both countries to further
enhance bilateral trade and
economic relations.

Mazlan mentioned the
huge investment opportuni-

ties available in multiple
sectors in Malaysia, espe-
cially oil, gas, palm oil and
asked KP businessmen to
invest in these potential
sectors.

He said his country
offers special concessions
and incentives for attracting
foreign investment. He said
Malaysia has introduced
Eco-system for determin-
ing the Halal food products.

It is a great time for
Pakistan and Malaysia to
unlock the potentials on
both sides to boost up bilat-
eral trade volume between
the two countries, the
envoy asserted.

Mazlan emphasized it is
highly essential to have
proactively engagement
between business commu-
nities of the both countries.

He assured the removal
of complications and all
irritants and smooth/swift
issuance of visas to the
business community.

By concluding he raised
the slogan Malaysia-Pak
Dosti Zindabad (Long Live
M a l a y s i a - P a k i s t a n
Friendship).

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The Pakistan
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Company Limited (PTCL)
and Al Baraka Bank
Pakistan Limited have
signed an agreement for the
provision of primary Data
Center colocation services
at PTCL’s Tier-III Data
Center facility. PTCL will
provide Al Baraka Bank
Pakistan Limited with a
secure and reliable Data
Center environment
equipped with modern
infrastructure, platform
solutions, and managed
security services.

Asif Ahmad, Group
Chief Business Solutions
Officer, PTCL and Ufone
4G, and Muhammad Atif
Hanif, Chief Executive
Officer, Al Baraka Bank
Pakistan Limited, signed
the agreement during a cer-
emony held at the Bank’s
Head Office in Karachi.

Shahid Sumar, Chief Inf-
ormation Officer, Al Baraka
Bank Pakistan Limited,
Syed Muhammad Saqib,
Head of IT Infrastructure, Al
Baraka Bank Pakistan
Limited, Basharat Qureshi,
Group VP Enterprise, PTCL
& Ufone 4G, Sayyed Imran
Bukhari, Group VP B2B

Strategy, PTCL & Ufone
4G, Saleem Ullah Baig,
Group VP DC Ops, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, and Umar
Farooqi, Group Director
Enterprise, PTCL, were also
present on the occasion,
along with other officials.

During the signing cere-
mony, Asif Ahmad, Group
Chief Business Solutions
Officer, PTCL and Ufone
4G, said, “We are pleased to
enter a partnership with Al
Baraka Bank Pakistan
Limited to support them in
their information technolo-
gy and digital transforma-
tion vision. As the national
carrier of Pakistan, PTCL

aspires to be at the forefront
of assisting leading organi-
zations in their efforts to
adopt cutting-edge technol-
ogy solutions to drive the
national digital agenda.”

On the occasion,
Muhammad Atif Hanif,
Chief Executive Officer, Al
Baraka Bank Pakistan
Limited, stated, “We are
pleased to sign this agree-
ment with PTCL as our
trusted partner for Data
Center facility as part of the
Bank’s technology trans-
formation strategy. This
partnership represents a
major step forward in
enhancing our infrastruc-

ture and strengthening our
approach to data and plat-
form management. By
leveraging PTCL’s expert-
ise, we aim to improve
security, reduce time-to-
market, and deliver a digi-
tally empowered financial
experience to our cus-
tomers and partners.”

PTCL continues to deliv-
er best-in-class ICT and
security services to organi-
zations across various
industries in Pakistan. This
agreement reflects the grow-
ing momentum in adopting
digital solutions that enable
a modern, customer-centric
banking ecosystem. 
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PESHAWAR: President Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industry Fazal Moqeem Khan presenting
a Chamber’s shield to Higher Commissioner of Malaysian Muhammad Azhar Bin Mazlan.

ICCI to hold
industrial
exhibition

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) Nasir
Mansoor Quraishi on
Wednesday said that ICCI
would organize an interna-
tional level industrial exhi-
bition in the federal capital
in September. 

The exhibition will be
significant for local indus-
trialists, in whom 80 stalls
from small and large sec-
tors will be set up; it will
prove to be a milestone for
the country’s economy,
Nasir Mansoor Quraishi
told APP here Wednesday.

Replying to a question,
he said that ICCI would
soon establish the state-of-
the-art ‘Exhibition Centre’
in Islamabad and declared
it a milestone for the busi-
ness community of the fed-
eral capital.

This modern state-of-
the-art exhibition centre in
the federal capital would
not only be of significance
for the traders of Islamabad
but would also be a central
place for regional and inter-
national trade and industry,
the President of the
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), he said.

The Expo Centre in the
federal capital was the need
of the hour, which would
be completed as soon as
possible and also gives an
opportunity to the industri-
alists to showcase their
products. The President
ICCI said that an interna-
tional exhibition would be
held in Islamabad in com-
ing September, for which
he and his team were trying
to finalize the program.

Nasir said that this exhi-
bition centre would have
four large halls full of mod-
ern facilities, where indus-
trialists would showcase
their industrial goods to
international buyers and
diplomats, which would
increase Pakistan’s exports
and develop the domestic
economy.

“Our team has taken
several structural steps to
modernize the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, including bring-
ing the chamber to e-com-
merce and automation.”

The President said that
institutional productivity is
of utmost importance in the
modern world, and “We
want to enhance the ICCI
capacity on the modern
lines. He said that without
productivity and competi-
tiveness, there is no concept
of institutions, for which the
ICCaI is being developed on
international standards.

Gold prices
increase by
Rs3,700 at
Rs364,900

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
price of 24 karat per tola
gold increased by Rs.3,700
and was traded at
Rs.364,900 on Wednesday
as against its sale at
Rs.361,200 the previous
day, All Pakistan Sarafa
Gems and Jewelers
Association reported. 

The prices of 10 grams
of 24 karat also increased
by Rs.3,171 to Rs.312,842
from Rs.309,671 whereas
that of 10 grams of 22 karat
gold went up by Rs.2,917
to Rs.286,782 from
Rs.283,865.

However, the rates of
per tola and ten gram silver
increased by Rs46 and
Rs.39 to Rs.4,081 and
Rs.3,498 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
increased by $37 to $3,424
from $3,387, whereas that
of silver increased by $0.46
to $39.34 to $38.88, the
Association reported.

SCCI calls for simplifying visa
process, exchange of delegations

— to improve Pak-Malaysia trade ties

Pakistan Stock Exchange
sheds 165 points

Al Baraka Bank selects PTCL for
colocation primary Data Center

Tokyo’s Nikkei leads Asian rally
after Japan-US trade deal

SBP awards banks 
for promoting financial
literacy among farmers

Egypt envoy proposes,
Pak-Egyptian bilateral PTA

‘Port Verse’ launched
— to modernize maritime trade operations



The Frontier Post Thursday, July 24, 2025

In briefIn brief

Three Pak
climbers summit
Gasherbrum-I

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Three Pakistani
climbers have success-
fully reached the sum-
mit of Gasherbrum-I
(8,080m), depicting the
country's growing
mountaineering com-
munity, Alpine Club of
Pakistan (ACP) said on
Wednesday. Among
them, Abid Baig of
Hunza achieved the
remarkable feat of solo-
ing the 11th highest
peak in the world on
July 20 wirhout supple-
mentary oxygen or
Sherpa support in pure
alpine style, a rare
accomplishment in
modern high-altitude
climbing. “Climbing an
8,000er solo and with-
out oxygen is an
extraordinary display of
endurance and moun-
tain spirit,” said Karrar
Haidri, Vice President
of the ACP. Mehboob
Ali and Abbas Ali from
Arandu village in
Shigar Valley summited
as part of the Elite
Exped team, led by
Nepali mountaineering
icon Nirmal Purja, pop-
ularly known as Nims
Dai. On the ascent, they
were joined by Sheikha
Asma Al Thani of
Qatar’s royal family.
“This is a proud
moment for Pakistan,”
Haidri said. “Climbers
from both the north and
south of the Karakoram
have proven their
world-class skill,
resilience and determi-
nation.” All climbers
are reported safe and
have begun their
descent to Base Camp,
till filing of this report.

Messi, Alba
risk ban

LOS ANGELES
(AFP): Lionel Messi
and Inter Miami team-
mate Jordi Alba could
face a suspension after
withdrawing from
Major League Soccer's
All-Star game, multi-
ple US media reports
said on Wednesday.
Argentina superstar
Messi and Alba had
been due to start for a
combined MLS team
which will face a
squad representing
Mexico's Liga-MX in
Austin on Wednesday.
However US media
reported on
Wednesday both Messi
and Alba had pulled
out of the squad. No
reason for the with-
drawal was given and
it could mean Messi
and Alba are given a
one-game ban unless
they have a valid rea-
son for withdrawal,
such as an injury. The
duo's participation in
the exhibition game
had been under a cloud
after Miami coach
Javier Mascherano
indicated at the week-
end he wanted Messi
and Alba to rest. "The
players are called up.
I'd prefer they rest, but
it's not my decision,"
Mascherano said. "I
know how important
the All-Star Game is,
and as far as I know,
there's no decision
from the club - every-
thing continues as nor-
mal." Both Messi, 38,
and Alba, 36, have a
history of recent injury
problems while Inter
Miami has faced a gru-
elling schedule which
included participation
in the recent FIFA Club
World Cup. MLS did
not immediately
respond to a request
for comment.

Sinner reappoints 
fitness coach Ferrara
LONDON (Agencies):
World number one
Jannik Sinner has
reappointed fitness
coach Umberto
Ferrara, with whom he
parted ways following
the investigation into
his positive tests for a
banned substance.
Ferrara and physio-
therapist Giacomo
Naldi left the Italian's
team last August, five
months after Sinner
returned two positive
tests for clostebol.
"Umberto has played
an important role in
Jannik's development
to date, and his return
reflects a renewed
focus on continuity
and performance at the
highest level," a state-
ment from Sinner's
team read.
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PESHAWAR (APP):
Former Captain Pakistan
Hockey Team, Olympian,
Rahim Khan has called for
promotion of hockey at
school level to restore the
glory of the nation in its
national sports.

Speaking at the Sports
Heroes Awards ceremony
held here at Nishtar Hall,
the other day, the
renowned hockey player
attributed the current
decline of hockey in the
country to the lack of the
patronage of the sports at
the grassroots level. 

He emphasized that
without structured and
consistent hockey activi-
ties in schools, colleges,
and universities, it is
impossible to revive the
national sport or reclaim
Pakistan’s lost status on
the international stage.

“In the past, hockey was
used to flow in the veins of
Pakistanis, but over time,
we have drifted away from
our national sport. If we
want to attract youth back
to hockey, the first step is

to revive it at the school
level by developing infra-
structure, appointing quali-
fied coaches, and organiz-
ing regular competitions,”
proposed the former
national hockey team.

He expressed disap-
pointment over the lack of
concrete steps taken by
successive governments to
promote hockey, stating
that a nation which once
dominated the world stage
now finds itself missing
from global rankings.

“We need a transparent,
merit-based system free
from political interference
to ensure young players
can step onto the field
with confidence and
pride,” he added.

Rahim Khan urged fed-
eral and provincial sports
authorities, especially the
Directorate of Sports
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Pakistan Hockey
Federation, and the
Ministry of Education, to
integrate hockey into the
academic curriculum and
ensure that every district

hosts a School Hockey
League. 

“Unless children get the
opportunity to hold a hock-
ey stick from a young age,
we won’t be able to pro-
duce the next Wasim
Ahmed, Shahbaz Senior,
or Hassan Sardar,” he
remarked.

Highlighting the chal-
lenges faced by aspiring
players, Rahim Khan noted
that many passionate and
hardworking youngsters
fail to progress due to the
absence of basic facilities,
trained coaches, and
opportunities. 

He proposed the estab-
lishment of at least one
fully-equipped hockey
academy in every zone,
division, and district,
where children can receive
regular training under pro-
fessional guidance.

He concluded by calling
on all stakeholders to play
their due role in bringing
hockey back to life in
Pakistan, starting from the
grassroots level and building
up towards national pride.

MANCHESTER (AFP): India
suffered a potentially major set-
back when Rishabh Pant retired
hurt on the first day of the fourth
Test against England at Old
Trafford on Wednesday before
they reached stumps on 264-4.

Left-arm spinner Liam
Dawson had earlier marked his
first Test in eight years with the
key wicket of Yashasvi Jaiswal
after England captain Ben
Stokes went against history by
opting to bowl first.

No team winning the toss and
bowling first has ever won a Test
at Old Trafford. But lively pace-
man Stokes led from the front
with 2-47 in 14 overs as he again
proved the pick of England's
attack this series. India, 2-1
down after three Tests, must win
in Manchester if they are to keep
alive their hopes of winning the
five-match campaign.

The tourists, however, will
have to make history of their
own as they have never managed
to win in nine previous Tests at
Old Trafford. India got through
the first session without losing a
wicket only for three batsmen to
be dismissed before tea.

The recalled Sai Sudharsan,
dropped on 20, twice hooked
fast bowler Jofra Archer for four
in the evening session before
Pant launched Brydon Carse for
a superb straight six.

But the aggressive Pant was
hurt when attempting an auda-
cious reverse sweep off a york-
er-length delivery from paceman
Chris Woakes. England appealed
for lbw but a review revealed
wicketkeeper Pant had got an
inside edge before the ball
deflected onto his right foot.

Pant, who had made 37 off 48
balls, eventually limped into a
buggy before being driven off
the field, with India then 212-3.

Soon afterwards Sudharsan
fell for a well-made 61 when a
top-edged swivel pull off a short
ball from Stokes flew straight to
Carse at long leg. Bad light
ended play for the day at 1721
GMT, even though the flood-
lights were on and England were
bowling spin at both ends.

Jaiswal and fellow opener KL
Rahul had previously defied dif-
ficult conditions and testing
bowling from Woakes and
Archer to take India to 78-0 at
lunch. But Rahul had added just
six more runs to his interval
score of 40 when, trying to force
Woakes off the back foot, he
edged to Zak Crawley at third
slip, leaving India 94-1.

Jaiswal late-cut Carse for
four to go to 49 before com-
pleting a 96-ball fifty.

Dawson glad to 'do a job'
Dawson, recalled after 21-

year-old off-spinner Shoaib

Bashir suffered a series-ending
finger injury during England's
thrilling 22-run win in the third
Test at Lord's, did not bowl
before lunch.

But the 35-year-old, playing
his first Test since 2017, needed
just seven balls to strike on
Wednesday when Jaiswal
pushed forward defensively to a
good-length delivery and edged
to Harry Brook at first slip.

"What you say today was
what you get, not amazing but
I do a job for the team," the
modest Dawson told Sky
Sports after ending the day
with 1-45 in 15 overs. He
added: "I'm not getting any
younger, so just try and enjoy it
and take each day as it comes."

New batsman and India cap-
tain Shubman Gill, who had
accused England of contraven-
ing "the spirit of cricket" with
their time-wasting tactics during
an ill-tempered match at Lord's,
was greeted with a chorus of
boos from spectators as he
walked out to the middle.

But none of the ill-feeling
between the teams in London
was evident in Manchester on
Wednesday. Gill's brief stay
ended when he was lbw for 12
playing no shot to opposing cap-
tain Stokes following a vocifer-
ous appeal from the all-rounder.

He reviewed, but to no avail,

with India now 140-3. His early
exit means Gill has scored just
34 runs in his past three innings
after scoring three hundreds in
the first two Tests.

India selected paceman

Jasprit Bumrah again after previ-
ously announcing he would only
play three Tests in the series.
The policy was aimed at protect-
ing the world's top-ranked
bowler following a back injury.

Bumrah missed the second Test
in Birmingham, which India
won, but returned for the dra-
matic match at Lord's. The fifth
and final Test takes place at the
Oval, starting on July 31.

VALENCE (Agencies):
Jonathan Milan claimed his
second victory of this year's
Tour de France by winning a
wet sprint finish on stage 17.

A bunch sprint was
expected on the 160.4km
stage from Bollene to
Valence and with 4km
remaining, the peloton
caught the final rider from a
four-man breakaway.

Rain was pouring for the
final 30km and Milan's
sprint rivals Tim Merlier
and Biniam Girmay were
involved in a crash just
inside the final kilometre.

Milan then proved too
strong for Jordi Meeus as
the 24-year-old Italian
strengthened his grip on the
green jersey for points clas-
sification leader.

The Lidl-Trek rider
stretched his lead by 61
points to give him a 72-point
advantage over reigning
champion Tadej Pogacar.

Wearing the yellow jer-
sey, Pogacar crossed safely
in the peloton and there was
no change in the top 10 of
the general classification
standings - so the three-
time Tour winner maintains
his overall race lead of four
minutes 15 seconds.

"We still have some
tough days that await us, the
climbs," said Milan. "But at
the moment, we've had a lot
of fun, and I'm really happy
with how it's going.

"We'll keep fighting for
the intermediate [sprints]
and on the last day for the
stage, but we'll see how it
goes. We have a bit more
distance with the points and
I'm a bit more relaxed, but I
will keep fighting."

Wednesday's stage could
be the final opportunity for

sprinters to triumph this
year - as Sunday's finale in
Paris, which traditionally
favours the fast men, fea-
tures the Montmartre climb
shortly before the finish so it
could scupper their chances.

Milan, who is making his
Tour debut having previ-
ously won the green jersey
twice on the Giro d'Italia,
had already claimed his
maiden Tour win on stage
eight. But with Pogacar
closing on him in the points
race, Lidl-Trek were caught
out on Tuesday as Milan
was out of position to con-
test the intermediate sprint.

This time, they ensured
he was at the front of the
peloton for the sprint,
claiming 11 points after the
breakaway, and the team
helped Milan recover as he
was dropped on the first of
two categorised climbs.

The Lidl-Trek riders then
played their part to reel in
the lead group, from which
Jonas Abrahamsen attacked
with 12km to go, only to be
caught by the peloton with
4km remaining.

The wet conditions made
for a treacherous finish and
although Milan avoided the
crash, it put some of his
rivals out of contention as
he sprinted to the line.

"This is a really fantastic
team victory and I have to
thank them from the bottom
of my heart," Milan added.

"I survived with the help
of my team-mates. Without
this, I would not be here.
They delivered me in the
best position [for the fin-
ish]." The battle for the yel-
low jersey is set to continue
on Thursday with the first
of two gruelling mountain
stages in the Alps.

Stage 17 results
Jonathan Milan

(Ita/Lidl-Trek) 3hrs 25mins
30secs

Jordi Meeus (Spa/Red
Bul l -Bora-Hansgrohe)
Same time

Tobias Lund Andresen
(Den, Picnic PostNL)

Arnaud de Lie
(Bel/Lotto)

Davide Ballerini
(Ita/XDS Astana)

Alberto Dainese
(Ita/Tudor)

Paul Penhoet
(Fra/Groupama-FDJ)

Yevgeniy Fedorov
(Kaz/XDS Astana)

Clement Russo
(Fra/Groupama-FDJ)

Jasper Stuyven
(Bel/Lidl-Trek)

General classification
after stage 17

Tadej Pogacar (Slo/UAE
Emirates-XRG) 61hrs
50mins 16secs

Jonas Vingegaard
(Den/Visma-Lease a Bike)
+4mins 15secs

Florian Lipowitz
(Ger/Red Bull-Bora-
Hansgrohe) +9mins 3secs

Oscar Onley (GB/Picnic
PostNL) +11mins 4secs

Primoz Roglic (Slo/Red
Bul l -Bora-Hansgrohe)
+11mins 42secs

Kevin Vauquelin
(Fra/Arkea-B&B Hotels)
+13mins 20secs

Felix Gall
(Aut/Decathlon-AG2R La
Mondiale) +14mins 50secs

Tobias Johannessen
(Nor/Uno-X Mobility)
+17mins 1sec

Ben Healy (Ire/EF
E d u c a t i o n - E a s y P o s t )
+17mins 52secs

Carlos Rodriguez
(Spa/Ineos Grenadiers)
+20mins 45secs.

Ex- Captain calls for promotion
of hockey at grass-roots levels

VALENCE: Jonathan Milan of Italy and Team Lidl - Trek - Green Sprint
Jersey celebrates at finish line as stage winner.

Milan wins Tour stage
17 in wet sprint finish

KINGSTON (AFP) :
Andre Russell struck a
sparkling 36 off 15 balls
in his final innings before
retirement on Tuesday but
could not save the West
Indies from losing the sec-
ond Twenty20 internation-
al against Australia in
Kingston.

The 37-year-old all-
rounder was unable to
script a fairytale farewell
to his glittering T20
career, but departed to a
standing ovation on his
home Sabina Park ground
after hitting four trade-
mark sixes and two fours.

Batting at number
seven in his 85th and last
T20 international,
Russell’s cameo, plus a
late flurry from Gudakesh
Motie (18 off nine balls)
added to 51 from opener
Brandon King enabled the
hosts to score 172-8 off
their 20 overs.

But a record 131-run
stand by Josh Inglis, who
made 78 not out, and
Cameron Green (56 not
out) saw Australia race to
an eight-wicket win with
more than four overs to
spare.

It was Australia’s high-
est third-wicket partner-
ship in Twenty20 interna-
tionals and, aided by six
dropped catches by West
Indies fielders, gave the
visitors a 2-0 lead in the
five-match series.

Inglis hit seven fours
and five sixes while Green
was barely more sedate,
clearing the ropes four
times and stroking three
fours in his second con-
secutive fifty.

“I didn’t want to finish
on a losing note,” said
Russell, whose spectacu-
lar final knock had briefly
thrilled his hometown
crowd.

“I enjoy seeing the ball
go over the ropes,” he
added.

“As a kid you dream
about playing here.
Thanks to all the fans who
came out to support me.”

Russell, who was given
a guard of honour before
the match by both teams,
played just one Test
match.

It was as a Twenty20
specialist that he made his
name, winning the T20
World Cup twice with the
West Indies in 2012 and
2016.

A more than lively
seam bowler, Russell’s
free-scoring late-order
batting and athletic field-
ing saw him sought after
by T20 leagues around the
world.

He has been with
Kolkata Knight Riders in
the IPL since 2014, scor-
ing more than 2,400 runs.

Russell’s sparkling
farewell in 

vain as Australia
sprint to T20 win

India suffer Pant blow in fourth Test against England

Rishabh Pant leaves the field on a medical cart after hurting his foot.

Ahsan 
qualifies for

Snooker
C'ships semis
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani cueist Ahsan
Ramzan has moved int the
semifinals of the IBSF
World Masters, U17, U21
& Men 6Red Snooker
Championships 2025 at
Manama, Bahrain.

According to details, in
the U21 quarterfinal, Ahsan
Ramzan (Pak) beat Mayur
Garg (India) 4-0 (103(58)-
42(32), 82(35)-0, 56-39,
74(48)-23).

In the U21 Last 16
Round Result, Ahsan
Ramzan beat Hasnain
Akhtar (Pak) 4-1 (70-54,
107(99)-0,  0-72(60),
106(69)-32, 64(37)-6).

In 6 Red Last 30 Round
Result, Firas Kamil Shaba
(Iraq) beat Muhammad
Asif (Pak) 4-3 (35-20, 29-
42, 8-36, 4-49(48), 54(35)-
1, 38-34, 39(30)-22);
Shahid Aftab (Pak) beat
Chau Hon Man (Hong
Kong) 4-2 (25-41, 52-12,
56(35)-0, 36-28, 1-51,
44(44)-9); Ahsan Ramzan
(Pak) beat Ayaan Iqbal
(Scotland) 4-3 (2-39, 54-0,
29-30(30), 29-10, 31(31)-
17, 4-62, 44(38)-0).

In 6 Red Last 16 Round
Result, Firas Kamil Shaba
(Iraq) beat Shahid Aftab
(Pak) 4-3 (25-10, 1-48, 13-
36, 49-27, 2-41(35), 41-2,
49(45)-9); Aditya Mehta
(India) beat Ahsan
Ramzan (Pak) 4-3 (25-37,
17-47, 37-27, 50(45)-2, 0-
50, 49-4, 71(71)-0).
Meanwhile all Pakistan
players have exited from 6
Red of the championship.

Pakistan to 
feature in World
Jr Padel C'ship

ISLAMABAD (APP): For
the first time in history,
Pakistan will participate in
the World Junior Padel
Championship, scheduled
to take place in Spain from
September 29 to October 4
this year. According to
Muhammad Mateen,
President of the Pakistan
Padel Federation, the
country is gearing up for
the mega event, with play-
ers from 40 countries
expected to participate in
the extravaganza.

To select the best players
for the World
Championship, the
Naveena Steel National
Junior Padel Championship
2025 will be held from July
31 to August 3 at Maidan
KMC in Karachi. The
championship will feature
boys and girls from across
the country, competing in
three age categories includ-
ing Under-14, Under-16,
and Under-18. The tourna-
ment will be played under
the rules of the International
Padel Federation (FIP) and
Padel Asia.

The final matches will
take place on August 3, fol-
lowed by a concluding cer-
emony where cash prizes,
medals, and certificates
will be awarded to the win-
ning players. The
Organizing Committee of
the Naveena Steel National
Junior Padel Championship
2025 will meet on July 27
to finalize all arrangements
for the event.

The top players from the
championship will be select-
ed to represent Pakistan in
the World Junior Padel
Championship in Spain.

Andre Russell of West Indies is given a guard of honour before his final
appearance for the West Indies in Kingston.
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PHA completes
horticultural

work
RAWALPINDI (APP):
The Parks and
Horticulture Authority
(PHA) has completed
magnificent horticultural
work to enhance the
beauty of the site under
the Murree Road 6th
Road Flyover. According
to the PHA spokesper-
son, colourful plants,
beautiful flowers and
excellent constructions
for decoration have
become the centre of
attention of the public.
She said that Director
General PHA, Ahmed
Hassan Ranjha, had
instructed the relevant
staff to improve the beau-
ty of various places under
the flyover and maintain
a lush environment. PHA
was utilising all resources
to decorate and beautify
the parks and green belts
across the city, aimed to
provide the best recre-
ational facilities to the
public, she said and
added that the PHA culti-
vated seasonal flowers on
different city roads,
which presented charm-
ing sights. She said that
the authority was also
taking special measures
to protect the plants and
flowers from the effects
of ongoing heavy rains,
while standing water was
also being removed from
the parks. Highlighting
the importance of planta-
tion, she urged the resi-
dents to plant more trees
during the ongoing sea-
son, as plantation was
vital to tackling climate
change and promoting a
green environment.

IRSA releases
522,400 cusecs

water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Wednesday released
522,400 cusecs water
from various rim stations
with inflow of 583,300
cusecs. According to the
data released by IRSA,
the water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1530.00 feet which
was 128.00 feet higher
than the dead level of
1402.00 feet. Water
inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded as
358,200 cusecs and
357,800 cusecs, respec-
tively. The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1193.45 feet,
which was 143.45 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water
was recorded 68,800
cusecs and 8,000 cusecs,
respectively. The release
of water at Kalabagh,
Taunsa, Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as
346,100, 248,3300,
208,700 and 208,700
cusecs, respectively.
Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 43,800
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 90,200
cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.

21 outlaws
nabbed

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) Police
arrested 21 outlaws dur-
ing various operations
conducted by Sabzi
Mandi, Shams Colony,
Khanna, Nilore,
Phulgran, and Shahzad
Town police station
teams. A public relations
officer told APP that 10
individuals involved in
different criminal activi-
ties were apprehended.
Police recovered 403
grams of ice, 60 bottles of
wine, four pistols with
ammunition, and several
daggers from their pos-
session. Cases have been
registered against the
accused, and further
investigations are under-
way. He said that in a sep-
arate campaign targeting
proclaimed offenders and
absconders, police teams
arrested six criminals
from different areas. He
said the operations were
carried out under the spe-
cial directions of
Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Islamabad
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, as
part of an ongoing crack-
down against crime and
criminal elements to
maintain peace in the fed-
eral capital. Islamabad
Police remains fully com-
mitted to protecting the
lives and property of citi-
zens and ensuring public
safety, adding that no one
will be allowed to disrupt
the peace, he concluded.
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Railways Muhammad
Hanif Abbasi on
Wednesday stressed the
need for “integrated and
results-oriented efforts” to
make Pakistan Railways a
modern, active, and people-
friendly institution.

Chairing a high-level
meeting, the Minister
stressed the need to outline
fresh objectives, bolster
monsoon preparedness, and
initiate new projects
inspired by national resolve.

All Divisional
Superintendents (DSs) par-
ticipated in the meeting
online, reaffirming their
commitment to coordinated
efforts aimed at improving
Pakistan’s railway system.

Upholding honesty,
dedication, and national
spirit in service is the
urgent need of the hour for

Pakistan Railways,” said
Hanif Abbasi.

The Minister called for
immediate inspection of all
railway bridges, tracks, and
infrastructure to mitigate
monsoon-related risks. He
emphasized the urgent need
for proactive safety meas-
ures to prevent potential
accidents.

The Minister under-
scored the importance of
railway personnel perform-
ing their duties with
renewed national pride and
dedication, aiming to ele-
vate service standards and
improve public perception
of Pakistan Railways.

Abbasi stressed the
urgent need for proactive
safety measures to prevent
accidents. He reaffirmed
that protecting the lives
and property of passengers
and staff remains Pakistan
Railways’ foremost

national duty.
Abbasi said renovation

work is underway at railway
stations across Punjab under
the “Saath Sutthra Punjab”
(Clean Punjab) campaign.
The initiative aims to mod-
ernize facilities and imple-
ment a sustained system of
sanitation, waste manage-
ment, and cleanliness across
the network.

Federal Minister for
Railways Muhammad Hanif
Abbasi said Pakistan
Railways has launched a
strict campaign against tick-
etless travel, warning that
both violators and facilita-
tors will face imprisonment.

Appealing to the public
for cooperation, he stated,
“Railways are our national
asset,” and emphasized that
the initiative is part of
broader efforts to enhance
services and improve the
passenger experience.

Integrated efforts key to making
Railways modern: Abbasi

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high-level meeting of the
committee was held under
the chairmanship of Federal
Minister for Kashmir
Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON Engineer Amir
Muqam for strengthening
the Jirga system and civil
administration in the
merged tribal districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi, Federal Minister for
Law and Justice Azam
Nazir Tarar, Minister of
State for Interior Talal

Chaudhry, Secretary
Kashmir Affairs Zafar
Hassan, Special Secretary
Interior Dawood Baraich,
Secretary Overseas and for-
mer Chief Secretary
Shakeel Durrani and IG
Police Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and senior
officials of various min-
istries, said a press release
on Wednesday.

The committee is neither
preparing any new draft of
constitutional amendment,
nor is the merger of the for-
mer FATA being abolished,
nor is the revival of FCR
under consideration. 

All the rumours spread
in this regard are baseless.

The sole objective of the
committee is to formulate
recommendations regarding
the provision of prompt jus-
tice to the people of the
merged districts, their devel-
opment and prosperity, and
ensuring their participation.

Since the merged dis-
tricts are part of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
these recommendations
will be sent to the provin-
cial government so that the
merged districts can be
provided with facilities at
par with other areas.

Amir Muqam chairs
meeting for strengthening

Jirga system in KP

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of Senate Standing
Committee on Climate Change,
Senator Sherry Rehman, convened
the committee meeting on
Wednesday to address the alarming
scale of climate-induced disasters
and Pakistan’s growing vulnerabil-
ity to extreme weather events. 

The committee took serious
note of the monsoon devasta-
tion, outdated disaster response
infrastructure, and rapid ground-
water depletion that is exacer-
bating the country’s water crisis,
said a press release.

Senator Rehman underscored
that from June 26 to July 22,
Pakistan has already lost 242
lives, while 598 people have
been injured due to heavy mon-
soon rains. “Just in the past 24
hours, 21 people have died, and
6 were injured. This is not a one-
off tragedy—this is climate

change in motion, and Pakistan
is ranked number one in climate
vulnerability,” she stated.

She condemned the
unplanned construction on natu-
ral waterways, citing Saidpur
Village and DHA Rawalpindi as
examples where negligence led
to lives lost and infrastructure
destroyed. “We cannot call this a
natural disaster anymore. That
absolves us of responsibility.
These are human-induced disas-
ters fueled by poor planning and
inaction in the face of climate
change,” she remarked.

Senator Rehman noted that
search operations are still under-
way for a father and daughter
swept away in DHA Rawalpindi.
She stressed that tourist activity
must be restricted in Gilgit-
Baltistan, where emergency con-
ditions continue.

Sherry Rehman noted that no

ministry could provide a map of
Pakistan's groundwater extrac-
tion on any scale. Groundwater
extraction and water scarcity
were on the agenda of the Senate
Standing Committee for Climate
Change. The Water Resource
Ministry was also struggling
with answers on surface water
consumption per capita, as well
as how many tube wells we have
working in the country for agri-
culture, and how many are
recharging. No ability to map
the scale of usage for irrigation
or normal consumption. 

She noted, “For a country that
has been declared water scarce
by the U.N. this year, no evidence
of harvesting water in PSDP or
other planning, especially while
we go through a torrential mon-
soon. It was a totally fragmented
and inadequate response.”

Senator Rehman further

pointed out that Pakistan lacks a
modern early warning system,
despite the UN Secretary-
General’s repeated calls to treat
early warning as a basic human
right. “We are still using a 1912
model to issue warnings.
Meanwhile, the rest of the world
is using real-time, AI-enabled
systems,” she said.

Officials requested that the
Senate Committee issue direc-
tions to the provinces to
strengthen their early warning
efforts, to which Senator
Rehman assured full coopera-
tion, stating that directives
would be issued to both provin-
cial and district administrations.

Groundwater depletion was
another key concern. She stated,
“Provinces must be told how
many tube wells they are
allowed to install. The number
has increased so dramatically

that groundwater is vanishing at
an alarming rate.” Officials
informed the committee that
Pakistan had 0.16 million tube
wells in 1975–76, which grew to
1.39 million by 2017–18. In
comparison, other South Asian
countries have city-level sys-
tems to monitor groundwater
decline, they noted.

“We are still relying on 2022
data—we need 2025 groundwa-
ter status updates,” emphasized
Senator Rehman. She directed
all provinces to present up-to-
date reports on groundwater
conditions in the next meeting.

She also expressed deep con-
cern that no action is being taken
to conserve rainwater, and no
meaningful work is being done
on recharge wells, a basic tool
for climate adaptation. “The
world is prioritizing this, but in
Pakistan, we are stuck in iner-

tia,” she added. “There’s no cur-
rent status on water storage;
institutions are merely engaging
in dialogue while the ground
realities worsen.”

Senator Rehman noted that
land in Balochistan and Chitral
has already turned barren, and
that provinces face acute water
shortages after every monsoon.

Sherry Rehman directed that
in the next meeting, provinces
must bring updated figures and
plans regarding groundwater
recharge, tube well regulation,
and rainwater harvesting.

The meeting was attended by
Senators Bushra Anjum Butt,
Falak Naz, Syed Waqar Mehdi,
and Shahadat Awan. Also present
were senior officials from the
Ministry of Climate Change and
Environmental Coordination, the
Ministry of Water Resources, and
the Federal Flood Commission.

Pakistan not ready for any water crisis: Sherry

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Director General
Rawalpindi Development
Authority(RDA) Kinza
Murtaza on Wednesday
directed officials to imple-
ment robust water conser-
vation strategies, especially
within clusters of Private
Housing Schemes (PHS). 

Presiding over a meet-
ing to address pressing
issues concerning water
shortage, rainwater har-
vesting, wastewater recy-
cling, and sewage treat-
ment systems, she empha-
sized the enforcement of
Right of Way (ROW) reg-
ulations for rivers. 

Additionally, the DG
RDA issued strict instruc-
tions to immediately halt
pollution of local water
bodies by private housing
developers. 

She highlighted the
urgent need for all housing
schemes to install and
maintain proper sewage
treatment systems and com-
ply with environmental reg-
ulations. The DG warned
that strict legal action will
be taken against any
schemes found violating
these directives, reinforcing
RDA’s commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship and
sustainable urban growth.

These initiatives aim to
safeguard local water
resources, which are facing
increasing stress due to
rapid urbanisation and
unregulated water con-
sumption. Developers have
been instructed to integrate
sustainable practices,
including rainwater har-
vesting, wastewater recy-
cling, and the installation of

water-efficient systems in
all residential develop-
ments.

She said,” This is not
just about compliance, it’s
about securing our future.
Water is a critical resource,
and we must act now to
protect it for the genera-
tions to come.”

The meeting concluded
with a strong consensus on
the need for collaborative
action between public
authorities, developers, and
residents to protect natural
resources and ensure sus-
tainable urban planning in
the region.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the representatives
from the Army Information
Cell, Rawalpindi
Cantonment Board,
Chaklala Cantonment
Board and others.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for
Overseas Pakistanis Aun
Saqlain Chaudhry was
called on by Pakistan's
High Commissioner to the
United Kingdom, Dr.
Mohammad Faisal. 

The meeting focused on
Pakistan-UK bilateral rela-
tions, mutual cooperation
and the challenges faced by
overseas Pakistanis. 

Dr. Faisal briefed the
State Minister on the cur-
rent state of bilateral ties
and apprised him of the
issues, concerns and
needs of the Pakistani
residents residing in the
United Kingdom. 

He also informed
about the activities of his
august office and facili-
ties being extended to the
Pakistani community
residing in the UK.

During the meeting, Aun
Chaudhry underscored the
importance of overseas
Pakistanis, calling them a
valuable national asset who
have consistently played a
constructive and commend-
able role in the country’s
progress, said a press
release here on Wednesday.

He stated that the Prime
Minister of Pakistan highly
appreciates the contribu-
tions of the overseas com-
munity and is taking con-

crete measures to address
their concerns and ensure
the provision of necessary
facilities.

State Minister for
Overseas Aun Choudhary
reaffirmed the
Government’s commitment
to prioritizing the resolu-
tion of overseas Pakistanis'
issues. He emphasized that
all available resources will
be utilized to ensure their
comfort, protection, and
full support. The meeting
concluded on a positive
note, with both dignitaries
expressing their commit-
ment to enhancing mutual
cooperation and strength-
ening bilateral ties further.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF )
while conducting 11 opera-
tions across the country
managed to recover over
738 kg drugs worth more
than over Rs 253 million
and arrested 12 drug traf-
fickers during two days.

According to an ANF
Headquarters spokesperson,
in an operation at Allama
Iqbal International Airport,
cargo shed, 300 grams
opium was recovered from a
parcel booked for Canada.

In second operation at
Faisal Bus Terminal near
Islamabad, 2.5 kgs heroin,
2.4 kgs hashish, & 1 kg ice
were recovered from the
possession of three suspects.

ANF recovered 56 kgs
hashish from a vehicle
checked near University

Road, Peshawar, and a drug
trafficker was arrested.

In 4th operation near
Garh Mor Road,
Muzaffargarh, 7 kgs ice was
recovered from two sus-
pects, traveling in a truck
while in an operation near
DG Khan Road in Loralai,
168 kgs heroin hidden for
smuggling was recovered.

In an operation against
drug traffickers near Toll
Plaza Road, Mansehra, 18
kgs hashish was recovered
from a vehicle and a drug
smuggler was rounded up.

The spokesperson
informed that in an opera-
tion, 2 kgs hashish and 7 kgs
suspicious material were
recovered from a parcel sent
to Karachi at a Cargo Office
in Rawalpindi.

Near RCD Road, Hub, 24

kgs hashish was recovered
from a vehicle and two
accused arrested while in a
operation near RCD Road,
Hub, 64.8 kgs hashish was
recovered from the secret
cavities of a vehicle. ANF
also arrested an accused
during the operation.

In a raid at a warehouse
located on Adam G.
Dawood Road, Karachi, 384
kgs potassium perman-
ganate was recovered from
the possession of a person. 

In 11th operation on
National Highway,
Hyderabad, 2 kgs opium
was recovered from a pas-
senger bus and a drug smug-
gler was arrested. The
spokesperson informed that
separate cases have been
registered under the CNS
Act against the accused.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Her
Excellency Henny Fokel de
Vries, Ambassador of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands
to Pakistan, held a farewell
meeting with Federal
Minister for Human Rights
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar,
marking the conclusion of
her diplomatic tenure in the
country.

During the meeting, the
Federal Minister warmly wel-
comed the outgoing ambassa-
dor and praised her pivotal
role in enhancing bilateral
relations and fostering deeper
cooperation between Pakistan
and the Netherlands. He par-
ticularly appreciated her con-

tributions to promoting dia-
logue on human rights and
advocating for the protection
of minority communities dur-
ing her tenure.

Senator Tarar reaffirmed
Pakistan’s strong commit-
ment to upholding human
rights as enshrined in the
Constitution and aligned
with international obliga-
tions. He also briefed the
Ambassador on Pakistan’s
ongoing initiatives aimed at
countering intolerance and
promoting social cohesion.

In response, Ambassador
de Vries thanked the
Government of Pakistan for
its support and hospitality

throughout her
assignment.She lauded the
constructive and consistent
engagement on key human
rights issues and reaffirmed
the Netherlands’ continued
support for programs that pro-
mote inclusion, tolerance, and
democratic values in Pakistan.

The meeting concluded on
a cordial note with an
exchange of warm wishes.
Senator Tarar extended his
best regards to the
Ambassador for her future
endeavors and expressed opti-
mism for sustained collabora-
tion between both nations in
advancing shared values and
human rights globally.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, meets with the Ambassador of Nepal to
Pakistan, H.E. Ms. Rita Dhital, in Federal Capital. ––APP Photo

RDA moves to enforce
robust water-saving policies

Overseas Pakistanis top
priority of incumbent

regime: Aun Chaudhry

Dutch envoy bids farewell,
reaffirms human rights 

partnership with Pakistan

ANF recovers over 738 kg
drugs; arrests 12 accused

Crackdown
underway

against sugar
mafia

RAWALPINDI (APP):
About 39 persons were
arrested during crack-
down against the sugar
mafia carried out on the
instructions of Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz across the
Rawalpindi Division in
last 24 hours for violating
the notified sugar rate of
Rs 173 per kilogram.

A total of 139 viola-
tions of the notified sugar
rate were reported, with a
fine of Rs 761,000
imposed, two first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) reg-
istered and 33 points of
sale sealed across the
division, a DPR news
release said on
Wednesday.

According to the break-
up, 64 violations were
found during the checking
in the Rawalpindi District,
with 25 accused nabbed,
Rs 542,500 fine imposed,
two FIRs filed and 28
points of sale sealed.

Similarly, in the Attock
District, a fine of Rs
89,000 was imposed on 22
violations, 10 accused
arrested and two points of
sale sealed. In the Jhelum
District, a total of Rs
44,000 fine was  imposed
and five points of sale were
sealed on 26 violations. 

Likewise, during
inspections in the
Chakwal District, eight
accused were fined a total
of Rs 64,000, while Rs
21,500 fine was imposed
on 19 persons found
involved in violation of
the notified sugar rate and
one arrested.

M e a n w h i l e ,
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rawalpindi Engineer
Amir Khattak directed the
deputy commissioners to
ensure the sugar mills to
sell the commodity at the
notified rate and maintain
its supply chain.

He vowed that the
sugar mafia would not be
allowed to exploit the
public, directing that the
crackdown should be
intensified on those vio-
lating the notified rate.

“All magistrates should
be directed to take indis-
criminate action against
shopkeepers selling sugar
at high rate along with the
prices of essential com-
modities while in the
field,” the commissioner
said in his directive to the
DCs. Those charging
more than the notified rate
of sugar should be arrest-
ed, he added. He also
instructed the DCs to
ensure the availability of
all the quality essential
items at counters.

BISP hosts reception to celebrate
Senator Rubina Khalid’s re-election

ISLAMABAD (APP): A grand reception was held at the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) Headquarters on Wednesday to celebrate the re-election of Senator
Rubina Khalid for a third term in the Senate. The event was jointly organized by the
BISP Officers Association Pakistan and the All Pakistan BISP Employees Welfare
Association. BISP Chairperson Senator Rubina Khalid received a warm and enthusias-
tic welcome from officers and staff. She was joined by Additional Secretary Dr. Asmat
Nawaz and all Director Generals for the ceremonial cake-cutting, symbolizing collective
pride in her continued leadership. The event was coordinated by Sardar Azmat Khan,
President of the BISP Officers Association, and Sardar Shiraz Ahmed, President of the
BISP Employees Welfare Association. In her address, the Chairperson BISP said, “This
success is not mine alone, rather it belongs to all of us. The journey we started for the
welfare of BISP beneficiaries must continue with renewed strength. Through the Senate
platform, we will work to strengthen the institution and address the concerns of its
employees.” She reaffirmed her commitment to transforming BISP into a more dynam-
ic and impactful organization for the benefit of the country’s most vulnerable popula-
tions. Additional Secretary Dr. Asmat Nawaz congratulated Senator Khalid on her re-
election and assured full support to her vision. He emphasized that under her leadership,
BISP will continue to deliver on its mission with greater commitment and focus.



5 schools get new buildings

KABUL (Pajhwok): Construction work has
been completed on five school buildings at a
cost of 55 million afghanis in Ghazni provi-
nce, an official said on Wednesday. Funded
by the United Nations International Childr-
en’s Emergency Fund, the buildings had
been executed in Andar and Giro districts of
the province, said Education Director
Maulvi Nasir Ahmad Hussaini. He said the
buildings amounted for 55 million afghanis
and took six months to complete.

6 killed, 18 wounded

KABUL (Pajhwok): Six individuals have
been killed and 18 others injured as a result
of a coalmine collapse in Karkar area of
northern Baghlan province, police said on
Wednesday. In a statement, the provincial
police headquarters quoted Maulvi Abdullah
Hamid head of Northern Coal Company as
saying the incident occurred due to a sudden
collapse of third shaft of Karkar coalmine.
He said six people lost their lives and 18 oth-
ers were injured in the incident.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

Muharram 28, 1447 — Thursday, July 24, 2025

The Frontier Post

KABUL (Amu TV): Some
339,000 Afghans returned
from Iran to Afghanistan in
the first 12 days of July
alone, bringing the total
number of returnees this
year to more than 1.1 mil-
lion, United Nations
spokesperson Stéphane
Dujarric said on Tuesday,
warning of growing
humanitarian pressures at
the borders and in already

strained communities.
More than 60 percent of

those returning are fami-
lies, and 43 percent are
children under the age of
18. The United Nations
spokesman said the rise in
unaccompanied and sepa-
rated children is particular-
ly alarming.

He said that to address
the sharp increase in needs,
the UN has released $10

million from its Central
Emergency Response Fund
to scale up lifesaving assis-
tance, with a focus on vul-
nerable groups — especial-
ly women and children —
as they arrive and begin
resettling.

“The new arrivals also
bring further pressure on
already very vulnerable
host communities,” said
Dujarric. 

KABUL (Amu TV): The
operational environment for
humanitarian agencies in
Afghanistan has become
“severely constrained” due
to increasing interference
and violence by the Taliban,
the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA)
said in a new report.

According to OCHA,
incidents of violence and
interference affecting
humanitarian work in June
rose by 13 percent com-
pared to May, and by 35
percent over the same peri-
od in 2024. The data under-
scores what the agency
described as a deteriorating
climate for aid operations
in the country.

The report documents
three cases of violence
against humanitarian per-
sonnel, assets, and facilities
during June alone. Among
them, two aid workers were
detained by Taliban forces
while facilitating a meeting
for female relief workers.

From January to June

2025, a total of 100 human-
itarian personnel — includ-
ing 31 women — were
detained by Taliban author-
ities, the report states.
Many of these incidents
were linked to the activities
of Taliban’s Ministry for
the Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice.

“These arrests and
threats continue to pose
serious risks to the safety,
security, and psychological
well-being of humanitarian
staff,” the report said. It
also noted 13 incidents
explicitly related to gender,
disproportionately affecting
women working in humani-
tarian operations.

OCHA further reported
seven incidents involving
movement restrictions,
most of them occurring at
Taliban checkpoints, which
led to the cancellation or
delay of planned missions.

In addition to human
interference, OCHA cited
environmental conditions —
including heavy rainfall —
as contributing to reduced

access and operational
delays in affected regions.

The agency said that
Taliban interference rema-
ined a significant obstacle
to humanitarian delivery
throughout the past month.
Reported challenges
include delays or complica-
tions in signing memoran-
dums of understanding,
interference in beneficiary
selection and staff recruit-
ment, demands for staff
lists and sensitive data, tax-
ation of cash assistance,
enforcement of dress codes,
and restrictions on both fe-
male participation in huma-
nitarian work and female
beneficiaries’ access to aid.

According to the report,
87 percent of all access-
related incidents recorded
in June were attributed to
the Taliban.

OCHA warned that such
interference is severely
undermining the ability of
aid organizations to reach
people in need, particularly
women and vulnerable pop-
ulations.

KABUL(BNA): Dr. Abdul
Bari Omar, CEO of Da
Afghanistan Breshna She-
rkat (DABS), held a video
conference with Jurabek
Mirzamuhammadov, Uzbe-
kistan’s Minister of Energy,
to discuss crucial electrici-
ty-related issues.

During the meeting, Dr.
Omar emphasized the
importance of Afghanistan
and Uzbekistan as neighbor-
ing and friendly nations. He
highlighted that joint eco-

nomic cooperation could
serve as a strong foundation
for future developments,
further solidifying the ties
between the two countries.

Minister Mirzamuha-
mmadov expressed his sup-
port for expanding econom-
ic cooperation, reaffirming
Uzbekistan’s commitment
to fostering collaboration
with Afghanistan. The dis-
cussions brought both par-
ties closer to reaching
agreements on multiple key

issues, which are anticipat-
ed to be finalized soon.

Currently, Afghanistan
imports electricity from
several countries, including
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Iran,
demonstrating the regional
interdependence in energy
resources. The strengthen-
ing of ties with Uzbekistan
is expected to play a crucial
role in Afghanistan’s ener-
gy security and economic
development.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Over the past year, the
National Standards Auth-
ority has taken significant
steps toward improving the
quality of goods and servic-
es by drafting more than 220
new standards and closely
monitoring factories and
imported consignments.

Officials from this
authority stated during the
“One-Year Achievements
of Emirate Institutions”
program that their main
focus has been on standard-
ization and the develop-
ment of related regulations.
According to them, 228
standards were developed
over the past year, and new
standards will be establis-
hed in the coming year ba-
sed on the country’s needs.

Waheed Ahmad Badri,
Chief of Staff of the
National Standards
Authority, said: "Over the
past year, the authority
approved 228 standards and
experimental procedures
through four official meet-
ings. In the field of quality
control and verification,
52,795 samples of con-
struction materials, textiles,
leather, and electrical
equipment were evaluated
at central and border facili-
ties across the country."

The agency’s deputy
added that, during this peri-
od, in addition to monitor-

ing the activities of 80
domestic manufacturing
factories, samples from
over 80,000 imported con-
signments were also exam-
ined by the authority’s
equipment. 

Of these, 51 consign-
ments were identified as
low-quality and were
rejected and returned.

Mohammad Asif Qanit,
Deputy Head of the
National Standards
Authority, said: "To ensure
compliance with standards,
the activities of 80 manu-
facturing companies in the
center and provinces were
monitored. Furthermore,

323 samples of construc-
tion materials, 50 textile
samples, and 176 electrical
equipment samples were
sent to the authority’s cen-
tral laboratory, while
52,237 other samples were
sent to laboratories based at
border points."

The program also
emphasized that the author-
ity has expanded its rela-
tions with regional and
international standardiza-
tion organizations, leading
to the exchange of global
knowledge and expertise.

Mohammad Hamed,
Head of Planning and
Policy at the authority, stat-

ed: "In the interest of
strengthening continuous
cooperation with interna-
tional and regional organi-
zations, the draft agree-
ments for technical cooper-
ation with the Technical
Studies Institute of
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
and the National Standards
Organization of the Islamic
Republic of Iran were final-
ized last year."

According to the offi-
cials, the National
Standards Authority gener-
ated 435 million Afghanis
in revenue over the past
year, which has been trans-
ferred to the state treasury.

KABUL (Pajhwok): Acting
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Maulvi Amir Khan Muttaqi
and a Qatari official have
discussed the imminent
deportation of more Afghan
asylum seekers from Ger-
many and the situation of
other returnees. He assured
that Afghan diplomats in
Germany would provide
transparent consular servic-
es to Afghan residing in the
European country.

Muttaqi held a phone
conversation with Dr.
Mohammed bin Abdulaziz
Al-Khulaifi, Minister of
State at Qatar’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MoFA) said.

A statement from the
ministry said the two sides
discussed bilateral ties
between Kabul and Doha,
return process of 18 Afghan
asylum seekers from
Germany, the remaining
phases of this process and

the recent wave of refugee
returns to Afghanistan.

Muttaqi described rela-
tions between Afghanistan
and Qatar as growing and
thanked Qatar for its coop-
eration in the recent negoti-
ations and progress with the
German government.

He said that with the
help of humanitarian organ-
isations, they would be able
to help repatriated Afghans
from Germany resume a
normal life in the country.

He also gave assurances
that Afghan diplomats in
Germany would provide
transparent consular servic-
es to Afghans and that
future discussions would
progress positively.

For his part, the Qatari
minister also said that
Afghanistan holds a special
place in Qatar’s foreign
policy. He described the
recent progress in facilitat-
ing cooperation between
Afghanistan and Germany

as significant.
He promised that the

Qatari government would
continue playing a con-
structive role in the upcom-
ing phases of this process.

He added that his coun-
try was closely monitoring
the recent wave of refugee
returns to Afghanistan and
is working with the rele-
vant bodies to help the
Afghan government man-
age the situation.

This development comes
as a reliable source from
the Afghan Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs told Pajhwok
on Monday night that two
Afghan diplomats, Nibrasul
Haq Aziz and Mustafa
Hashimi, have arrived in
the German capital, Berlin.

According to reports, Ge-
rmany has confirmed that it
will accept the two consular
representatives sent by the
Islamic Emirate to facilitate
the technical aspects of repa-
triating Afghan refugees
labelled as “criminals.”

This follows last week’s
deportation of 81 Afghan
asylum seekers from
Germany. The German
Interior Ministry stated that
the deported individuals
had committed crimes in
the country.

KABUL (Amu TV): Amir
Khan Muttaqi, the Taliban’s
acting foreign minister, said
that Kazakhstan has agreed
to accept their ambassador,
marking what he described
as a step forward in their
diplomatic outreach.

Speaking at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs’ annual
report session in Kabul on
Wednesday, Muttaqi also
listed the appointment of
Taliban envoys to Russia,
Turkey, and Pakistan over
the past year as key
achievements. He praised
Russia’s acceptance of the
Taliban ambassador as “a
rare and significant step” in
strengthening ties with
regional powers and noted
that diplomats had also
been introduced to
Germany, Norway, India,
and Indonesia.

Muttaqi said the Taliban
now operate 29 political
missions abroad—up from
17 last year—including
offices handling passport
services. He reiterated their
commitment to what he
called a “balanced, econo-
my-driven foreign policy”
and said the Taliban were
ready to engage with all
nations based on mutual
respect and shared interests.

“We remind all countries
that the Islamic Emirate is
prepared to engage con-
structively with the world,”
he said, referring to the
Taliban’s self-declared gov-
ernment.

According to the Taliban
foreign ministry, the
Taliban coordinated nearly
100 overseas visits by its

delegations last year and
hosted officials from neigh-
boring countries, regional
powers, the United Nations,
and other international
organizations.

However, only Russia
has formally recognized the
Taliban rule, nearly four
years after they returned to
power. Other governments
have withheld recognition,
citing conditions such as
respect for human rights—
especially the rights of
women and girls—coun-
terterrorism commitments,
and the formation of an
inclusive government.

In the same press confer-
ence, Muttaqi dismissed
global criticism of the
Taliban’s human rights
record as “pretext and
excuse,” claiming that
human rights are being
upheld in Afghanistan. He
referenced civilian casual-
ties under the former West-

ern-backed government,
though many of those dea-
ths resulted from Taliban
attacks during that period.

His remarks came as
Taliban authorities have
reportedly detained dozens
of women across Kabul in
recent weeks for not wear-
ing what the Taliban con-
sider proper Islamic dress
or for appearing in public
without a male guardian.
The Taliban continue to bar
women and girls from
attending secondary school
and university and from
working in most sectors.

The event also drew
attention for the way it was
covered: during the live
broadcast of the press con-
ference by the Taliban-run
national television station,
the voices of at least two
female journalists were
muted as they posed ques-
tions to Muttaqi. The
broadcast continued with-

out interruption after the
women finished speaking.

The censorship appears
to align with a Taliban edict
issued last year under the
Law on the Promotion of
Virtue and Prevention of
Vice, which labels a
woman’s voice as “awrah,”
or something to be con-
cealed.

Human rights organiza-
tions and Afghan citizens
have increasingly criticized
international engagement
with the Taliban, warning
that growing diplomatic
contact risks legitimizing a
government that systemati-
cally excludes women and
suppresses dissent.

Despite the Taliban’s
assertions of normalcy and
openness, they remain
internationally isolated,
and their claims of
progress are met with
skepticism by much of the
global community.

Paktika 
residents

build school
PAKTIKA (Amu TV):
Local residents in Paktika
province have constructed
a school building using
their own funds.

The school, located in
the Zamari Kot area of
Yusuf Khel District, was
funded entirely by local
youth, community elders,
and migrants originally
from the region, residents
said. With the new struc-
ture in place, hundreds of
students are expected to
benefit from improved
learning conditions.

Many schools in Paktika
still lack permanent build-
ings, forcing students to
study in makeshift shelters
or open spaces. Local
sources say the absence of
proper infrastructure con-
tinues to hamper education.

The effort comes at a
time when the Taliban have
banned girls from attending
secondary schools and uni-
versities nationwide — a
policy in place since the
group returned to power in
August 2021. Girls are bar-
red from schooling beyond
sixth grade, despite mount-
ing pressure from Muslim-
majority countries and
leading Islamic scholars
who have urged the Taliban
to reverse the decision.

Official visit
by UK envoy

highlights
engagement

efforts
KABUL (TOLOnews): The
United Kingdom’s Special
Envoy for Afghanistan,
Richard Lindsay, visited
Kabul for the first time and
held meetings with officials
of the Islamic Emirate as
well as a number of Afghan
citizens.

Following the trip, he
wrote on X: “Just returned
from my first visit to Kabul
as UK Special Envoy. Met
a range of Afghans includ-
ing Taliban ministers, and
discussed issues including
health, and returnees from
Iran and Pakistan. Afghani-
stan will only move for-
ward through inclusive dia-
logue and engagement.”

Reacting to the visit,
Ahmad Khan Andar, a
political analyst, said: “The
Islamic Emirate must
strengthen its political, eco-
nomic, and diplomatic rela-
tions with all neighboring,
regional, and global coun-
tries, especially the world
powers. The recent remarks
of the UK’s special envoy
at the end of his trip are
very important for fostering
friendly political and diplo-
matic relations between
Afghanistan and the United
Kingdom.” This visit took
place while the UK is amo-
ng the countries that have
not yet recognized the inte-
rim government of Afgh-
anistan. However, it has
expressed willingness for
limited engagement in ord-
er to facilitate aid delivery
and manage migration and
terrorism-related crises.

Fazl-ur-Rahman Oria,
another political analyst,
said: “Diplomatic relations
with the UK will be elevat-
ed, and Afghan diplomats
will initially be accepted at
a lower level in the UK.
This will also impact
Europe and Western coun-
tries, as they often follow
the UK’s policies.”

Idris Mohammadi Zazai,
another analyst, expressed
the following view: “The
Islamic Emirate of Afgha-
nistan has realized that it
must maintain direct and
structured political, strate-
gic, and diplomatic rela-
tions with all countries,
including the West.”

It is worth noting that
earlier, the acting Minister
of Refugees and Repatri-
ation, in a meeting with the
UK’s chargé d’affaires to
Afghanistan and several
British diplomats, stated
that the IEA had addressed
the world’s concerns
regarding Afghanistan. He
emphasized that Western
countries, including the
UK, should no longer delay
in recognizing the IEA.

KABUL (BNA): Mawlavi
Abdul Rahman Rashid, the
Deputy Minister of
Refugees and Repatriation,
highlighted the urgent need
for assistance for migrants
being deported daily from
Iran. In a recent meeting
with Ms. Izoura Mutya
Maskan Tia, Deputy and
Acting Head of the Intern-
ational Organization for
Migration (IOM) in Afgh-
anistan, Rashid emphasized
the critical situation faced
by these returnees.

According to a statement
from the Ministry of
Refugees and Repatriation,
the meeting centered
around the numerous chal-
lenges encountered by
those returning from Iran,
particularly regarding their
immediate needs for food,
shelter, and successful rein-
tegration into their home
communities.

Rashid called for
enhanced cooperation from
IOM, requesting expanded
support for transportation,

shelter provision, employ-
ment opportunities, and
reintegration services for
the deportees.

In response, Ms. Tia
acknowledged the funding
difficulties IOM has faced
since the start of the year.
However, she assured that
the organization, in partner-
ship with international

donors, continues to pro-
vide support at the borders
and is actively working to
increase assistance for
returnees.

Despite the growing
number of deportees, Tia
affirmed that IOM and its
partners are committed to
enhancing their operations.
She mentioned plans to

share returnee statistics
with donors to encourage
additional support. Furt-
hermore, some donors have
expressed interest in aiding
returnees after their reloca-
tion, with IOM aiming to
create job opportunities and
small businesses for those
equipped with vocational
skills.

Kazakhstan pledges to
accept IEA’s envoy: FM

228 new standards approved by
Afghan authority in one year

Urgent support needed for
deportees from Iran: Minister

Muttaqi talks
refugees’ repatriation
with Qatari official

UN: Taliban interference
undermined aid operations

Afghanistan, Uzbekistan
strengthen energy cooperation

339,000 Afghans returned
from Iran in 12 days: UN
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ISLAMABAD: Outgoing Ambassador of Austria, Mrs. Andrea Wicke, called on President Asif Ali
Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Sardar Sherbaz Satakzai, tribal elder and primary suspect of
killing of couple over ‘honour’ in court for hearing.

ISTANBUL: Russia and
Ukraine have begun a new
round of talks in the
Turkish city of Istanbul, but
the Kremlin suggested
there was little hope of a
breakthrough more than
three years into the war.

Negotiators met for the
first time in seven weeks on
Wednesday, with Moscow
under growing pressure
from US President Donald

Trump to agree a ceasefire
or face tough new sanc-
tions. Opening the meeting,
Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan said he hoped
the parties would make
progress based on docu-
ments they exchanged at
their last encounter in June
in order to “end this bloody
war as soon as possible”.

“The ultimate goal here
is, of course, a ceasefire that

will pave the way for
peace,” Fidan said. Ukraine
wants the meeting to lay the
ground for a summit
between presidents Volod-
ymyr Zelenskyy and Vla-
dimir Putin that it sees as the
key to any potential break-
through. “Ukraine has con-
sistently advocated for a
leaders’ meeting. We were
ready for it yesterday. We
are ready today. — Aljazeera 

Turkiye calls for end to ‘bloody war’
at new round of Russia-Ukraine talks

GAZA (AP): Israeli strikes in Gaza
killed at least 21 people late Tuesday
and early Wednesday, health officials
said, as hunger worsened among
Palestinians struggling to live under
the weight of the 21-month war.

Desperation is mounting in the
Palestinian territory of more than 2
million. An official familiar with the
negotiations said Wednesday that
special envoy Steve Witkoff planned
to head to Rome for talks with an
Israeli official as the US tries to reach
a ceasefire deal between Israel and
Hamas.

Experts say Gaza is at risk of
famine because of Israel’s blockade
and nearly two-year offensive. A
breakdown of law and order has led
to widespread looting and contributed
to chaos and violence around aid
deliveries. More than 1,000
Palestinians have been killed by
Israeli forces since May while trying
to get food in the Gaza Strip, mostly
near aid sites run by an American
contractor, the UN human rights
office said Tuesday.

More than 100 human rights
groups and charities signed a letter
published Wednesday demanding
more aid for Gaza and warning of
starvation. More than 59,000
Palestinians have been killed during
the Israel-Hamas war, according to
Gaza’s Health Ministry, which is part
of the Hamas-run government and
staffed by medical professionals. Its
count doesn’t distinguish between
militants and civilians, but the min-
istry says that more than half of the
dead are women and children. The
UN and other international organiza-
tions see it as the most reliable source
of data on casualties.

An official familiar with ceasefire
negotiations between Israel and
Hamas said a top adviser to Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
Ron Dermer, was traveling to Rome
to meet US special envoy Steve
Witkoff on Thursday to discuss the
state of the talks. The official spoke
Wednesday on condition of anonymi-
ty because they were not authorized
to discuss the sensitive negotiations.

US officials said Witkoff planned

to head to Europe this week. The
State Department spokesperson said
he was headed to the Middle East in a
sign that momentum may be building
toward a deal. The Iranian-backed
Houthis in Yemen attacked two ships,
the Magic Seas and the Eternity C, on
July 6 and 9, killing some of their
crew and detaining others, Human
Rights Watch said in a statement.

The militia has been launching
missile and drone attacks against
commercial and military ships in the
region in what the group’s leadership
has described as an effort to end
Israel’s offensive against Hamas in
the Gaza Strip. HRW, however, said
the Houthis’ attacks on the two ves-
sels “violates the laws of war applica-
ble to the armed conflict between the
Houthis and Israel.”

“The Houthis have sought to justi-
fy unlawful attacks by pointing to
Israeli violations against
Palestinians,” said Niku Jafarnia,
HRW’s Yemen and Bahrain
researcher. Jafarnia called for the
Houthis to end all attacks on ships
that don’t take part in the Israeli-
Hamas war and immediately release
detained crew members.

Dr. Marwan Al-Hams, acting
director of Gaza’s field hospitals and
the health ministry’s spokesman, was
detained by Israeli troops earlier this
week in the Palestinian territory. Alaa
Al-Sakafi, head of Addameer, a
Palestinian rights group, told The
Associated Press Wednesday that
lawyers have not been allowed to see
Al-Hams. His detention in a southern
Israel prison was extended until the
end of the month, Al-Sakafi said. He
said Al-Hams suffered from a gun-
shot wound in his leg, which he sus-
tained during his detention in Gaza’s
southern city of Rafah on Monday.

Israel has not commented on Al-
Hams’ detention. The Israeli military
said in a statement Wednesday that
forces were operating in Gaza City, as
well as in northern Gaza. It said with-
out elaborating that in Jabaliya, an
area hard-hit in multiple rounds of
fighting, an air strike killed “a num-
ber of” Hamas militants.

Troops struck roughly 120 targets

throughout Gaza over the past day,
including militant cells, tunnels and
booby-trapped structures, among oth-
ers, the military said. More than half
of those killed were women and chil-
dren, health authorities said.

One Israeli strike hit a house
Tuesday in the northwestern side of
Gaza City, killing at least 12 people,
according to the Shifa Hospital,
which received the casualties. The
dead included six children and two
women, according to the Health
Ministry’s casualty list. Another
strike hit an apartment in the Tal Al-
Hawa area in northern Gaza, killing
at least six people. Among the dead
were three children and two women,
including one who was pregnant.
Eight others were wounded, the min-
istry said.

A third strike hit a tent in the Naser
neighborhood in Gaza City late
Tuesday and killed three children,
Shifa Hospital said. The Israeli mili-
tary said it struck an Islamic Jihad
militant in the strike that killed 12,
saying the incident was under review
because of reports of civilian casual-
ties. It had no immediate comment
about the other strikes.

Israel blames Hamas for civilian
casualties because the militants oper-
ate from populated areas. In the letter
issued Wednesday, 115 human rights
and charity groups warned of a dire
situation pushing more people toward
starvation. They said they were
watching their own colleagues, as
well as the Palestinians they serve,
“waste away.”

The letter slammed Israel for what
it said were restrictions on aid into the
war-ravaged territory. It lamented
“massacres” at food distribution
points, which have seen chaos and
violence in recent weeks as despera-
tion has risen. “The government of
Israel’s restrictions, delays, and frag-
mentation under its total siege have
created chaos, starvation, and death,”
the letter said. The letter called for aid
to be scaled up as well as for a cease-
fire. ` Israel says that it has allowed
the entry of thousands of trucks since
May and blames aid groups for not
consistently delivering goods.

Israeli strikes kill 21 in
Gaza as hunger deepens

F.P. Report

BANNU: Six Frontier
Constabulary (FC) person-
nel were injured in a terror-
ist attack on a security
checkpoint in the border
area of Takhti Khel, Bannu
district, on Wednesday.

According to the Bannu
Police, militants opened

fire on the FC post but were
repelled due to the immedi-
ate response by security
personnel, forcing the
attackers to flee. The
injured officials were shift-
ed to the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) in
Bannu for medical treat-
ment.

Police have launched a

search operation in the area
to trace the suspects. The
attack is the latest in a
growing wave of militant
violence targeting law
enforcement in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, particularly
Bannu, following the col-
lapse of a ceasefire with the
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).

Six FC personnel injured
in Bannu terrorist attack

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The outgo-
ing Austrian Ambassador to
Pakistan, Mrs. Andrea
Wicke, paid a farewell call
on President Asif Ali
Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr on
Tuesday. The meeting was
marked by warmth, good-
will, and a shared commit-
ment to further deepening
bilateral ties between
Austria and Pakistan.

Also present during the
meeting was Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi, reflecting the signif-
icance attached by
Pakistan’s leadership to the
enduring and growing rela-
tionship with Austria.
President Zardari lauded
Ambassador Wicke for her
dedicated service and her
instrumental role in foster-
ing cooperation between
the two countries. He
appreciated her active
engagement across a range
of sectors, particularly in
promoting people-to-peo-
ple contact, enhancing
trade ties, and exploring
new areas of collaboration
during her diplomatic
tenure in Islamabad.

In his remarks, President
Zardari reiterated that
Pakistan values its long-
standing relationship with
Austria and looks forward
to further expanding the
scope of cooperation in
multiple domains. “Austria
is a key partner in Europe,
and we consider our rela-
tionship as both friendly
and constructive,” he said.
He particularly emphasized
the untapped potential in

trade and economic collab-
oration, noting that both
countries could benefit
from deeper commercial
engagements. President
Zardari pointed out that
Pakistan offers diverse
investment opportunities in
tourism, information tech-
nology, energy, and infra-
structure. “We have vast
potential in the tourism sec-
tor, particularly alpine
tourism, and Austria’s
expertise in this field is
well-recognized world-
wide,” he said, inviting
Austrian investors to
explore opportunities in
Pakistan’s northern moun-
tainous regions.

Speaking on the IT sec-
tor, President Zardari high-
lighted the remarkable
growth of Pakistan’s tech
industry and its expanding
pool of young and skilled
professionals. He suggested
that Austrian tech firms
could greatly benefit by
tapping into Pakistan’s
human capital. “Our youth
are highly talented in soft-
ware development, AI, and
digital services. Austrian
companies can benefit from
outsourcing and collabora-
tion in this space,” the
President added.
Ambassador Andrea Wicke
expressed her gratitude to
the government and people
of Pakistan for their hospi-
tality and cooperation dur-
ing her tenure. She stated
that her experience in
Pakistan had been
immensely rewarding and
that she would continue to
advocate for stronger
Austria-Pakistan relations

even after completing her
assignment.

She acknowledged the
shared interests and aspira-
tions of the two countries
and said Austria was keen
to see more business-to-
business and cultural
exchanges with Pakistan.
“Austria values its friend-
ship with Pakistan and is
eager to see more Austrian
companies explore the
Pakistani market,” she
added. Ambassador Wicke
also praised the beauty and
diversity of Pakistan’s land-
scapes, expressing admira-
tion for the country’s poten-
tial as a tourist destination.
She echoed the President’s
views that Austria and
Pakistan could collaborate
meaningfully in the tourism
and hospitality industries.

At the conclusion of the
meeting, President Zardari
congratulated Ambassador
Wicke on the successful
completion of her diplo-
matic mission in Pakistan
and conveyed his best
wishes for her future
endeavors. He hoped that
the cordial relations
between the two nations
would continue to flourish
under her successor. The
farewell meeting not only
celebrated the achieve-
ments of the outgoing
envoy but also opened a
new chapter of optimism
for stronger Austria-
Pakistan ties in trade,
investment, technology,
and tourism. It underscored
the mutual desire to trans-
late diplomatic goodwill
into tangible cooperation
that benefits both nations.

Zardari 
stresses strong

Pakistan-Austria ties

F.P. Report

QUETTA: An anti-terror-
ism court (ATC) in Quetta
on Wednesday extended the
physical remand of tribal
leader Sardar Sherbaz for
10 more days in connection
with the killing of a couple
who were shot dead ahead
of Eid ul Adha for so-called
honour.

The woman, identified
by police as Bano Bibi and
the man, Ehsan Ullah, were
both shot dead on the
orders of a local tribal jirga
for honour in Dagari, situ-
ated on the outskirts of the
provincial capital. The inci-
dent gained attention after a
video circulating on social
media last week sparked
outrage in Pakistan after it
showed a couple being shot
dead in Dagari.

Sherbaz was produced
before the court today fol-
lowing the completion of
his two-day remand.
During the hearing, police
sought more time for fur-
ther interrogation, which
the court approved and
handed him over to the
Serious Crimes Invest-
igation Wing (SCIW).
According to post-mortem
examinations, the woman
was shot seven times and
the man nine times. The
autopsies were carried out
at the Dagari coal mine

graveyard. A case was also
registered against suspects
on the state’s complaint at
Quetta’s Hanna-Urak
Police Station.

According to the FIR,
the case was registered
under Sections 302 (mur-
der), 149 (unlawful assem-
bly), 148 (rioting while
armed with a deadly
weapon), 147 (rioting) of
the Pakistan Penal Code
and the Anti-Terrorism Act,
1997. Addressing the press
conference two days ago,
Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti confirmed
that 11 suspects had been
arrested in the case so far,
with more raids underway
to apprehend others.

He had said that none of
the accused would be
spared, adding that the man
and woman were not mar-
ried to each other and each
had five to six children.
Bugti had assured that the
state stands with the vic-
tims and efforts will be
made to ensure punish-
ments through the due legal
process. “We took action
even before the video went
viral,” he had said, adding
that the DSP concerned had
already been suspended.

A day ago, the
Balochistan Assembly
unanimously passed a joint
resolution condemning the

murder of a man and a
woman in the Digari area
near Quetta, reportedly car-
ried out in the name of
“honour.” The resolution
was presented by Deputy
Speaker Ghazala Gola on
behalf of the members of
the Women Parliamentary
Caucus, including provin-
cial ministers and assembly
members Raheela Hameed
Khan Durrani, Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi, Shahnaz
Umrani, Shahida Rauf,
Farah Azeem Shah, Salma
Bibi, Umm-e-Kulsoom,
and Safia Bibi, media
reported.

The resolution
denounced the tragic inci-
dent, describing it as a hor-
rifying example of the con-
tinued misuse of the con-
cept of “honour” to justify
the killing of innocent indi-
viduals — particularly
women. “Such acts are not
only condemnable and
shameful but also an assault
on the peace and stability of
society as a whole,” the res-
olution stated. It empha-
sised that honour killings
have no connection to
Baloch cultural values,
provincial or national tradi-
tions, or any religious or
moral principles, calling
them entirely inhumane and
contrary to both legal and
ethical standards.

‘Honour killing’: Remand
of tribal chief extended

review meeting on the
ongoing reforms in the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), lauding the progress
made so far while stressing
the need for sustained and
time-bound efforts to over-
haul the tax system in line
with modern requirements.

Terming the recent
improvements in the tax
machinery as "encourag-
ing," the prime minister
emphasized that reforms
must lead to the creation of
a sustainable, digitized, and
facilitative tax system, a
Prime Minister's Office
news release said. "We have
achieved important mile-
stones, but more dedicated
efforts are required," he
said.

The prime minister
directed the FBR to acceler-
ate digital transformation,
restructure its digital wing
with a clear roadmap, and
enhance enforcement to
curb the informal economy.
He also stressed the impor-
tance of stakeholder consul-
tation in the reform process,
particularly with business-
es, traders, and taxpayers.
He reiterated that improv-
ing the tax system should
contribute to boosting
national revenue while
reducing the tax burden on
the common citizen.

The meeting was briefed
that as a result of the
reforms and enforcement
measures, the tax-to-GDP
ratio saw a historic rise of
1.5% in FY2025 compared
to FY2024. Moreover, the

number of income tax
return filers surged from 4.5
million in 2024 to over 7.2
million by June 30, 2025.
FBR officials reported sig-
nificant progress under the
faceless customs clearance
system, which increased
revenue and is expected to
reduce clearance times from
52 hours to just 12 hours
within the next three
months.

In the retail sector, tax
collection increased by Rs.
455 billion compared to the
previous year, driven by the
integration of point-of-sale
systems and stricter
enforcement. The meeting
was also informed that
reforms had led to a 2.16%
reduction in the weighted
average tariff on imports,
thereby lowering raw mate-
rial costs and benefiting
local industries.

To enhance the trans-
parency of the faceless sys-
tem, a new mechanism has
been introduced, enabling
case hearings through video
link for timely resolution.
The Prime Minister wel-
comed proposals for further
reforms and directed offi-
cials to submit a time-
bound plan with actionable
targets by next week. He
also appreciated the efforts
of FBR officials and offi-
cers involved in the reform
process. Federal Ministers
Attaullah Tarar, Ahad
Cheema, Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Chairman FBR, and
senior officials were present
during the meeting.

Shehbaz expresses sat-
isfaction over Pak-UK

bilateral cooperation:
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Wednesday expressed satis-
faction at the positive tra-
jectory of bilateral coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
the United Kingdom. 

He said the recently held
trade talks between the two
countries would lead to
mutually beneficial oppor-
tunities for both sides.
British High Commissioner
to Pakistan Jane Marriott
called on the prime minister
at the Prime Minister's
House, PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release. 

The prime minister said
Pakistan was also cooperat-
ing closely with the UK at
the UN Security Council,
where Pakistan currently
held the monthly
Presidency. He welcomed
the UK Government's
recent decision to resume
PIA flights to and from the
UK, which he said, would
go a long way in alleviating
the hardships faced by the
British Pakistani communi-
ty as well as enhancing peo-
ple-to-people exchanges. 

He particularly appreci-
ated the role of the High
Commissioner in this
regard. The regional situa-
tion in South Asia and the
Middle East was also dis-
cussed. The Prime Minister
expressed his appreciation
for the UK's role in de-
escalation of tensions dur-
ing the Pakistan-India
stand-off and reiterated
that Pakistan was ready for
a meaningful dialogue with
India on all outstanding
issues.

PM for full autonomy

Delegation led
by Saif departs

for China
F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: A high-level
twelve-member delegation
led by Barrister Dr. Muha-
mmad Ali Saif, Advisor to
the Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Information and Public
Relations, has arrived in
China. The delegation held
key meetings with the
IRCRA (International
Research Council for
Religious Affairs) team and
Chinese diplomats at the
Chinese Embassy prior to
their formal visit.

The delegation includes
prominent political and
religious figures such as
Provincial Minister for
Religious Affairs
Sahibzada Adnan Qadri,
Minister for Social Welfare
Syed Qasim Ali Shah,
Provincial Chairman of the
Qaumi Watan Party Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sikandar
Hayat Khan Sherpao,
Director General of the
Islamic Research Institute
Dr. Zia ul Haq, Vice
President of Darul Uloom
Karachi Maulana Zubair
Ashraf Usmani, Head of
Jamia Ahsan-ul-Uloom
Maulana Anwar Shah,
Spokesperson of Wifaq ul
Madaris Maulana Abdul
Quddus Muhammadi,
Maulana Usama Ajmal,
Maulana Muhammad
Ahmad, Syed Shah Faisal,
Haji Muhammad Abrar,
and other respected schol-
ars and leaders.

This official visit has
been organized at the invi-
tation of the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
under the Religious
Diplomacy Program facili-
tated by IRCRA. Owing to
its success and growing
influence, this initiative
has gained global recogni-
tion. This year’s delegation
is uniquely comprised of
both political and religious
leaders, reflecting a broad-
er vision for mutual coop-
eration.

9 suspects in
Kohistan scam
offer to return
looted funds

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: Almost nine
suspects involved in the
Kohistan corruption scan-
dal have submitted applica-
tions for play bargain to the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) offering to
return the looted funds.
According to NAB sources,
the suspects have expressed
their willingness to return
the money and have sub-
mitted applications for play
bargain.

The applications have
not been sent to the NAB
chairman yet, and will be
presented before the
accountability court after
the chairman's approval.
NAB has also conducted a
probe into the properties of
the arrested suspects,
revealing that most of them
own shopping malls, bun-
galows, and other proper-
ties worth millions of
rupees in Islamabad.

A contractor named
Ayub, one of the suspects,
has offered to return Rs.
3.45 billion in three install-
ments. NAB sources say
that the applications will be
sent to the chairman, and
after approval, the process
will begin, and a report will
be submitted to the
accountability court.

However, NAB is still
investigating the details of
the embezzled funds to
determine the extent of
each suspect's liability.
Until this is determined, the
applications will not be
sent to the NAB’s chair-
man.

The Kohistan scandal is
estimated to be worth Rs.
40 billion, and eight sus-
pects have been arrested so
far. NAB has recovered Rs.
25 billion in the form of
luxury cars, bungalows,
and flats, and has also
frozen cash worth millions
of rupees. Newly elected
Senator Azam Swati is also
involved in the case and
has been obtained protec-
tive bail.

ATC rejects
bail of alleged
facilitators in
suicide attack

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: The Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC)
Peshawar has rejected the
bail pleas of three suspects
accused of facilitating the
suicide bomber who
attacked a police van in the
premises Chamkani police
station. The suspects, identi-
fied as Irfan, Naqeeb, and
Noor Draz, were arrested for
allegedly providing logisti-
cal support to the bomber, on
Wednesday.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the suspects helped the
bomber to obtain a Pakistani
identity card and provided
him with accommodation in
Peshawar. The bomber, who
was from Azerbaijan, carried
out the attack on May 11,
killing several police person-
nel, including Sub-Inspector
Laiq Zada.

The court, after hearing
the arguments, rejected the
bail pleas of the suspects.
The prosecution presented
evidence, including identity
cards and other documents,
which suggested that the sus-
pects had links with the
banned terrorist organiza-
tion, Daesh (Islamic State
{IS}).

The defense lawyer
argued that the suspects had
no connection with the
attack and that they should
be granted bail. However,
the court was not convinced
by the defense's arguments
and rejected the bail pleas.

UK flays Israeli
aid system as
‘inhumane’

NEW YORK: The UK
sharply criticized Israel’s
humanitarian conduct in Gaza
during a high-level UN
Security Council debate on
the Middle East peace process
on Wednesday, describing the
Israeli aid system as “inhu-
mane, ineffective, dangerous
and fueling instability.”

Speaking at the council’s
open debate, UK Amba-
ssador to the UN Barbara
Woodward called for an
immediate ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas, saying that
the suffering of Palestinian
civilians and the continued
holding of hostages by
Hamas since Oct. 7 “must
end now.” She said: “The
IDF is shooting at desperate
Palestinian civilians on an
almost daily basis. Hamas is
exploiting this disorder.” She
called on Israel to stop such
attacks, hold perpetrators
accountable and work with
the UN to implement a more
effective aid delivery system
that complies with interna-
tional humanitarian law. =
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