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Raja Basharat arrested
F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Police in Rawalpindi
on Thursday arrested Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaf (PTI) leader Raja Basharat and
shifted him to New Town police station.
Basharat had come to an election tribu-
nal to attend the hearing of NA-55.
Reacting to his arrest, the PTI leader
said that his bail was confirmed in all
cases and that he could not be browbeat-
en through such cowardly tactics.

Court acquits 11 activists
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: An Anti-Terrorism
Court (ATC) Thursday discharged 11
PTI workers in a case registered with
regard to violent protest near Sangjani.
ATC Judge Abual Hasnat Muhammad
Zulkarnain heard the case against the
accused.During the hearing, 11 PTI
workers were presented in the court
after completing their 4-day physical
remand.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of China to Pakistan, Jiang Zaidong, presenting a birthday message from
President Xi Jinping to President Asif Ali Zardari, conveying warm wishes on his upcoming birth day,
at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD (Reuters):
S&P Global raised
Pakistan's sovereign credit
rating to 'B-' from 'CCC+'
and placed it on a 'stable'
outlook on Thursday, say-
ing the country's finances
and reserves had been sta-
bilised by International
Monetary Fund support.

"The stable outlook
reflects our expectations
that continued economic
recovery and government
efforts to enhance revenue
will stabilize fiscal and
debt metrics," ratings
agency S&P said in a state-
ment on the move. "We
also expect that sustained
official financing will sup-
port Pakistan in meeting its
external obligations, and
that the country will con-
tinue to roll over its com-
mercial credit lines over

the next 12 months."
Pakistan's longer-dated

international bonds rallied
after the upgrade, with the
2051 maturity gaining 1.6
cents to be bid at 84.85
cents on the dollar, accord-
ing to Tradeweb data. The
2031 and 2036 maturities
also gained around 1 cents,
while shorted-dated matu-
rities posted smaller gains.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif expressed satisfac-
tion over the improvement
in Pakistan’s credit rating
by S&P Global Ratings,
saying that it reflects the
country’s economic stabili-
sation. He noted that this
upgrade will enhance
Pakistan’s access to inter-
national capital markets
and reduce pressure on
external debt repayments.

The prime minister

added that Pakistan’s
macroeconomic indicators
are steadily improving and
this positive momentum is
being acknowledged by
global financial institu-
tions and credit rating
agencies. Highlighting the
broader impact of the rat-
ing improvement, the
prime minister said it
would help restore investor
confidence in the Pakistani
economy.

He also praised the gov-
ernment’s economic poli-
cies, saying they are now
receiving international
recognition. Prime
Minister Shehbaz com-
mended the efforts of the
government’s economic
team, describing their per-
formance as commendable
and a key factor in this
positive development.

S&P Global lifts Pak’s credit rating
‘B-’ from ‘CCC+’, outlook stable

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
has stated that the province will no
longer tolerate the presence of so-
called “Good Taliban,” and a decision
has been made to eliminate them
entirely from the region.

Speaking at the provincial All
Parties Conference (APC) held in
Peshawar, Gandapur expressed
strong concerns over the security sit-
uation and federal policies. He made
it clear that no kind of military opera-
tion would be accepted in the
province moving forward. Gandapur
said, "Today, I acknowledge that
‘Good Taliban’ do exist in the
province. We have now decided to
eradicate their presence. Anyone seen
carrying weapons under the name of
any institution will face immediate
action—whether an individual or a
group. The concept of ‘Good Taliban’
is now over and will no longer be tol-
erated."

He criticised past military opera-
tions, saying they yielded no signifi-
cant results and instead harmed the
province and its people. Strongly
opposing drone strikes, he said such
operations in civilian areas have
resulted in the loss of innocent lives
and will no longer be allowed.

Gandapur also alleged that some
state institutions have been support-
ing extremist groups labeled as 'Good
Taliban', but the province will no
longer accept this. “They must be
eliminated and removed from the
province immediately,” he asserted.

The APC decided to recruit 300
locals into the police force in every
tribal district to help maintain peace
at the local level.

Sending a clear message to the fed-
eral government, the chief minister
stated that border security is the
responsibility of the centre, but if it
fails to fulfill this duty, the provincial
government will take charge of secu-
rity with its own police force. He fur-
ther emphasised that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has full rights over its
mineral resources and will not hand
over this authority to the federal gov-
ernment.

He also opposed the imposition of
federal taxes on tribal areas, stating
that the provincial government would
not support the center on this issue.
Gandapur concluded by declaring
that no federal force will be allowed
to operate in the province without
first taking the provincial government
into confidence.

Earlier, the Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur hosted an All Parties
Conference (APC) convened here at
the Chief Minister's House in
Peshawar on Wednesday. The confer-
ence brought together members of the
provincial cabinet, lawmakers, and
representatives from a broad spec-
trum of political parties, including
Jamaat-e-Islami, Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (S), Pakistan Muslim League
(N), Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, Qaumi
Watan Party, and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf Parliamentarians. Former gov-
ernors of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Engineer Shaukatullah and Shah

Farman were also in attendance.
During an in-camera session, par-

ticipants were briefed on the
province's current law and order situ-
ation and the steps being undertaken
by the provincial government to
restore peace. Officials highlighted
the challenges posed by militancy
and outlined the administration's
strategy to counter emerging threats.

At the conclusion of the confer-
ence, a unified course of action was
announced, reflecting a rare display
of political consensus. The partici-
pants expressed deep sorrow over the
sacrifices of martyrs and conveyed
solidarity with their families. The
joint declaration underscored the
urgency of initiating comprehensive
and coordinated measures to establish
lasting peace in the province.

The APC called for targeted intel-
ligence-based operations to dismantle
militant networks and eliminate
extremist elements. In a show of
unity, all political parties, tribal eld-
ers, the public, the provincial govern-
ment, administrative authorities, and
law enforcement agencies pledged to
act collectively and without discrimi-
nation to root out terrorism.

The leaders reiterated their resolve
to rid Khyber Pakhtunkhwa of mili-
tancy, declaring peace as a precondi-
tion for regional prosperity and sus-
tainable development. They further
emphasized to maintain close coordi-
nation at the district level, assuring
full support to the administration and
security forces in their efforts to
ensure long-term peace and stability
in the province.

KP govt will no longer tolerate presence
of so-called ‘good’ Taliban: Gandapur

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
Thursday assured that the federal
government was taking all possible
steps for the economic development
of the merged districts and welfare of
its people. He was speaking to a del-
egation of tribal elders of the merged
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa led
by Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F)
President Maulana Fazlur Rehman
who visited the Prime Minister’s
House.

The jirga discussed in detail the
improvement of public order in the
merged districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the construction
and development of these areas.
While welcoming the delegation, the
prime minister announced the
restoration of the quota of the merged
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
medical colleges and engineering
universities.

The tribal elders welcomed the
decision, expressing happiness over
restoration of the quota. The prime
minister said, “I am very happy to
host the tribal elders at the Prime
Minister House on Thursday.” During
conversation with the delegation, he
said, “You belong to those areas of
Pakistan that are the guardians of the
glorious historical heritage and tradi-
tions.”

“Tribes have always made
immense sacrifices for the security
and peace of Pakistan,” he said
adding, “Establishment of law and
order in the merged districts is the top
priority of the government.” He said
Pakistan’s security forces, police and
law enforcement agencies were
embracing martyrdom while fighting
bravely against terrorists.

He urged that leaders of all schools
of thought will have to play their role
together to make Pakistan a cradle of
peace. “Providing equal and best
opportunities for education, health,
skills and employment to the people
of the merged tribal districts, espe-
cially the youth, is our priority,” he
stressed.

He said “The federal government
has allocated a huge amount in this
year’s development budget for the
improvement of FATA University and
police infrastructure in the merged
districts.” He directed to expand the
scope of the committee established
under the chairmanship of Federal
Minister for Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Frontier Regions
Engineer Amir Muqam on the issues
of the merged districts.

“Tribal elders of merged districts
are also being represented in this com-
mittee,” he noted. The delegation
expressed gratitude for expanding the
scope of the committee, giving repre-
sentation to tribal elders and for
restoration of quota of merged districts
in medical colleges and engineering
universities. The delegation paid trib-
ute to the courageous strategy of the
Pakistan Army during the recent
Pakistan-India conflict and for giving a
befitting reply to the Indian aggression.

The delegation thanked the prime
minister for the consultative session
regarding peace and order, develop-
ment and prosperity in the merged
districts. The prime minister said
more such consultative sessions will
be held with the tribal elders regard-

ing the improvement of the merged
tribal districts.

Federal Ministers including
Minister for Planning Ahsan Iqbal,
Minister for Law and Justice Azam
Nazir Tarar, Minister for Economic
Affairs Ahad Khan Cheema, Minister
for Information and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar, Minister for Power
Division Sardar Owais Ahmed
Leghari, Minister for Kashmir
Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and Frontier
Regions Engineer Amir Muqam,
Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi, Advisors to the
Prime Minister Pervez Khattak, Dr.
Tauqir Shah, Minister of State for
Finance and Railways Bilal Azhar
Kayani and relevant senior govern-
ment officials attended the meeting.

Tribes always made
immense sacrifices
for security, peace

Govt taking steps for development of merged districts: PM

Saqib Mushtaq

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office
Spokesperson, Shafqat Ali Khan on
Thursday said Pakistan’s foreign policy
remained anchored in peaceful diploma-
cy, regional stability, and multilateral-
ism. The Foreign Office Spokesperson
outlined a comprehensive overview of
the country’s recent diplomatic activi-
ties during his weekly press briefing,
emphasizing Pakistan’s strong commit-
ment to multilateralism, peace, and
international cooperation.

Shafqat Khan detailed the high-level
engagements of Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar during his ongo-
ing visit to the United States, which
coincided with Pakistan’s Presidency of
the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC). The Spokesperson noted that
DPM/FM Dar chaired signature UNSC
events in New York, including a high-
level open debate “Promoting
International Peace and Security
through Multilateralism and Peaceful
Settlement of Disputes”.

The event also saw the unanimous
adoption of UNSC Resolution 2788
under Pakistan’s presidency, urging
greater reliance on diplomatic tools and
inclusive diplomacy outlined in Chapter
VI of the UN Charter, he said. He reit-
erated Pakistan’s principled stance on
global peace, highlighting the
DPM/FM’s powerful address at the
General Debate of the UN High-Level
Political Forum, in which he advocated
for a just and inclusive international
financial system to support sustainable
development goals (SDGs) for develop-
ing countries.

The Spokesperson underscored
Pakistan’s continued and unequivocal
condemnation of Israeli aggression in
Gaza and Syria. “The systematic target-
ing of civilians and humanitarian infra-
structure in Gaza is a flagrant violation
of international law,” he said, describ-
ing the humanitarian crisis there as an
“anthropogenic starvation.” He reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s call for an immediate
ceasefire, lifting of the siege, and estab-
lishment of a sovereign Palestinian state
based on pre-1967 borders with Al-
Quds-Al-Sharif as its capital.

Regarding Syria, he condemned
Israel’s recent strikes, terming them
“dangerous escalatory actions” that
undermine regional peace. Responding
to queries on Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi’s recent visit to Kabul, the
Spokesperson said security cooperation,
including concerns over sanctuaries for
TTP militants in Afghanistan, remained
a central theme. “Discussions are ongo-
ing. The Afghan side is increasingly

receptive to Pakistan’s concerns,” he
added.

He also confirmed progress on trilat-
eral cooperation with Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan, especially in the context of
the Uzbek-Afghan-Pak (UAP) Railway
Project, reinforcing regional connectivi-
ty and economic integration. The
Spokesperson further confirmed that the
visit of Afghan Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi is under discussion, while
declining to speculate on the question of
formal recognition of the Taliban-led
interim government.

He shared details of the DPM/FM’s
bilateral meetings on the sidelines of the
UN visit with senior officials from
Austria, the UK, Saudi Arabia, and
Thailand. He also confirmed the 10th
EU-Pakistan Political Dialogue and the
7th Pakistan-UK Arms Control
Dialogue, covering topics ranging from
counter-terrorism to peaceful nuclear
use. On the humanitarian front, Khan
noted Pakistan had dispatched 26 aid
consignments for Gaza and remains
committed to sending more, despite
Israeli-imposed obstructions.

Responding to a question on the
Iranian President’s anticipated visit,
Khan clarified, “There was no finalized
date for July 26. Discussions are ongo-
ing and an announcement will be made
when details are finalized.” He also
addressed reports of visas by some
employees, stating that internal proce-
dures are underway and relevant author-
ities are being consulted.

On reports about passports for
Rohingya refugees, Khan deferred
details, promising to provide informa-
tion after checking with the concerned
ministries. Khan reiterated Pakistan’s
openness to dialogue with India.
“Diplomatic engagement is not a favor
— it is in the mutual interest of both
nations,” he stated, once again thanking
the US for its role in past de-escalation
efforts. Asked about President Trump’s
recent remarks about credit for defusing
a near-nuclear crisis in South Asia,
Khan said: “We have repeatedly
acknowledged the role of friendly
nations, including the US. The facts of
that crisis are well known.”

Regarding reports of the US-Pakistan
dialogue including discussion on
Jammu & Kashmir and the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT), the Spokesperson con-
firmed these issues remain central to
Pakistan’s diplomatic agenda and are
expected to be raised in the DPM/FM’s
meeting with US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio. He concluded by affirm-
ing Islamabad’s active pursuit of global
engagement amid evolving geopolitical
challenges.

Pakistan ready for talks
with India on issues: FO

Chinese
envoy calls
on President

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari on Thursday
appreciating China’s role in
Pakistan’s socio-economic
development, highlighted
the vast potential for increas-
ing bilateral collaboration in
the areas of trade, economy,
culture, and regional connec-
tivity.

The president, in a meet-
ing with Chinese
Ambassador Jiang
Zaidong, who called on
him here, said that Pakistan
attached utmost importance
to its relations with China
and was keen to further
strengthen bilateral cooper-
ation in areas of mutual
interest. He emphasized the
need to work together for
the promotion of peace,
security, and prosperity in
the region.

The president said that
China had always stood by
Pakistan in times of need,
and the people of Pakistan
remained grateful to their
iron-clad brother country
for its consistent support
and role in Pakistan’s
socio-economic develop-
ment. On the occasion, the
Chinese ambassador con-
veyed a special birthday
message from President Xi
Jinping, extending warm
wishes to President Zardari
on his upcoming birthday.

Army Major,
two jawans
martyred

F.P. Report

RAWALPINI: Security
Forces conducted an intelli-
gence based operation in
Mastung District, on reported
presence of terrorists belong-
ing to Indian Proxy, Fitna al
Hindustan. 

During the conduct of
operation, own troops effec-
tively engaged the terrorists'
location and resultantly, three
terrorists were sent to hell.
However, during the intense
fire exchange, Major
Zeeyyad Salim Awal (age: 31
years, resident of District
Khushab), a brave officer
who was leading his troops
from the front, fought gal-
lantly, paid the ultimate sacri-
fice and embraced shahadat
along with another brave son
of soil Sepoy Nazam Hussain
(age: 22 years, resident of
District Jhelum).

Sanitization operation is
being conducted to eliminate
any other Indian sponsored
terrorist found in the area, as
the security forces of
Pakistan are determined to
wipe out the menace of Indi-
an Sponsored Terrorism from
the country, and such sacri-
fices of our brave men fur-
ther strengthen our resolve.

President Asif Ali Zardari
Thursday commended secu-
rity forces for eliminating
three terrorists in an intelli-
gence-based operation
against Fitna-tul-Hindustan
in Mastung. President
Zardari paid tribute to Major
Zeeyyad Salim Awal and
Sepoy Nazam Hussain, who
were martyred in the opera-
tion and saluted them for
their sacrifice.

Shehbaz forms committee for
improving civil service structure

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday formed a com-
mittee under the chairmanship of Minister for Planning Ahsan Iqbal to
develop recommendations for aligning the civil services with modern-day
requirements and improving the civil service structure.

The prime minister directed the committee to present comprehensive
reform-based recommendations after detailed consultations within one
month. Presiding over a meeting regarding civil services reforms here, the
prime minister directed to develop recommendations regarding merit-based
recruitment of top talent, development of KPI-based performance targets for
promotions, and improvement of the ACR (Annual Confidential Report)
system and suggestions for effective alternatives.

The recommendations should also include a plan to enhance officers'
capacity through modern technology and systems, he said, stressing that rec-
ommendations must aim at laying the foundation for a sustainable system,
ensuring improved governance, and establishing a continuous mechanism to
align the civil services with contemporary demands. He said reforms that
aimed to simplify the lives of ordinary citizens and make the civil service
more people-friendly were among the top priorities of the government. The
meeting was attended by Federal Ministers Ahsan Iqbal, Azam Nazeer Tarar,
Ahad Khan Cheema, Sardar Awais Khan Leghari, Ali Pervaiz Malik,
Advisor to PM Rana Sanaullah, Minister of State Bilal Azhar Kayani,
Special Assistants Haroon Akhtar, Tariq Bajwa, Dr. Jehanzeb Khan
(Secretary Apex Committee, SIFC), and other senior officials.



F.P. Report

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
chaired a special high-level
meeting on Thursday, where a
comprehensive roadmap was
unveiled to improve academic
standards, promote institu-
tional autonomy, and encour-
age international collabora-
tions.

During the meeting, the
Higher Education Department
briefed the chief minister on a
wide range of reform propos-
als, which included the trans-
formation of key public uni-
versities, partnerships with
foreign institutions, and digi-
tal modernization of campus-
es across the province. The
meeting was informed that
several prestigious universi-
ties from the United
Kingdom, South Korea, and
Kazakhstan have expressed
interest in establishing cam-
puses in Punjab. Notable
names include the University
of London, University of
Brunel, University of
Gloucestershire, and
University of Leicester. UET,
GC University, Women’s
University to become model
institutions CM Nawaz
approved the designation of
the University of Engineering
and Technology (UET),
Government College
University (GC), and

Government College for
Women University as model
institutions under the
provincial government's
higher education vision.

Friday, July 25, 2025The Frontier Post, Peshawar

F.P. Report

JHANG: The Department
of Agriculture has launched
an awareness campaign
against prohibited pesticides
on paddy crops. In this
regard, a seminar was
organized for farmers, agri-
cultural experts and stake-
holders, in which the harm-
ful effects of these pesti-
cides on human health,
environment and crops were
highlighted.

Seminar
arranged

UK, Korean &
Kazakh varsities
coming to Punjab

F.P. Report

HAFIZABAD: Regional
Director of Allama Iqbal
Open University (AIOU)
Gujranwala Dr. Basheer
Ahmad Sameem has stated
that the university’s total
enrollment has now exceed-
ed 0.55 million students,
with female students mak-
ing up 65% of the popula-
tion. He highlighted that
AIOU is not only the lead-
ing distance learning institu-
tion in Asia but also holds
the distinction of being the
second-largest Open
University in the world.

He expressed these views
during his visit to various
educational institutions in
Hafizabad, Vanike Tarar,
Jalalpur Bhattian, and Pindi
Bhattian as part of the uni-
versity’s Autumn 2025
admission campaign.
During meetings with local
teachers and academic staff,
Dr. Sameem emphasized
that AIOU has played a piv-
otal and commendable role
in enhancing literacy across
Pakistan.

According to Dr.
Sameem, the university’s

core mission is to deliver
education to every house-
hold and to ensure the avail-
ability of quality education
throughout the country. He
announced that admissions
for Autumn 2025 are now
officially open, and for the
first time in the university's
history, Associate Degree
programmes in 11 disci-
plines have been launched
in response to growing pub-
lic demand.

The newly introduced
two-year Associate Degree
programmes included: Mass
Communication, English,
Sociology, Business
Administration, Urdu,
Gender and Women Studies,
Economics, Education,
Pakistan Studies, Library
and Information Sciences
and History.

He added that in addition
to these, admissions are also
open in PhD, MPhil/MS,
BS, Postgraduate Diplomas
(PGD), and various certifi-
cate courses. The deadline
for new admissions is
August 18, 2025, while stu-
dents already enrolled in
ongoing programmes can
submit their forms until

August 25, 2025.
Dr. Sameem noted that

AIOU’s educational model
has proved to be highly
effective in making educa-
tion accessible to the gener-
al public. Its features,
including low tuition fees,
home-based learning, suit-
ability for working profes-
sionals and a safe learning
environment for women,
have made it a source of
academic empowerment for
millions.

He remarked that AIOU
graduates are currently
serving in various key sec-
tors, contributing both to
national development and
improving their personal
and professional lives. At
the end of the visits, Dr.
Basheer Ahmad Sameem
responded to faculty mem-
bers’ queries related to
admission procedures, aca-
demic programmes, and
course structures, providing
detailed and satisfactory
answers. The participants
praised the university’s edu-
cational services and
assured their active cooper-
ation in promoting the cur-
rent admission campaign.

Almost 65% female
students enrolled at AIOU

F.P. Report

LARKANA: A resident of
village Saathi Umrani near
Larkana, named Saddam
Hussain along with his
family members, protested
in front of the Press Club
against police brutality, on
Thursday.

On this occasion, he
cried out that he had
returned the motorcycle
after accusing the serving
policeman Nazar Hussain
Umrani of robbing him
along with his friends. He
further said that the said
police official is trying to
rob us again many times,
against which I have also
filed a report against him at
the Taluka Police Station.

On the petition filed in
the Larkana court against
the atrocities of Policeman

Nazar Umrani, the court
issued an order to register a
case against the said police
official. When I brought it
to the Taluka Police
Station, the head munshi of
police station demanded Rs
50,000 as a bribe from me.
On refusing, the head mun-
shi is threatening that if I
do not withdraw the peti-
tion filed in the court
against Policeman Nazar
Hussain Umrani, he will
kill me by pretending to be
a witness.

He demanded from the
IG Police and the Chief
Justice of the Sindh High
Court that to do justice to
me, action should be taken
against the head constable
and police officer Nazar
Hussain Umrani soon, oth-
erwise they will kill me
innocently.

DBA hosts reception
for Chief Justice: A recep-
tion was organized by the
District Bar Association
(DBA) Larkana to host
Chief Justice of Sindh High
Court Muhammad Junaid
Ghaffar.

On this occasion,
President of District Bar
Association Larkana
Muhammad Ismail Abro
presented a Sindhi cultural
cap and Ajrak to the Chief
Justice of Sindh High
Court. Addressing the cere-
mony, Chief Justice of
Sindh High Court
Muhammad Junaid Ghaffar
said that I served as a judge
in Larkana city during the
years 2015-18 and 2021,
while I have learned a lot
from many senior civil and
criminal lawyers in
Larkana.

Resident blames cops
for robbery & violence

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah
was briefed over funding
for 36-KM long Sindh
Coastal Highway scheme
on Thursday. Murad Ali
chaired a meeting on the
schemes of federal PSDP
for year 2025-26.

The Sindh Chief
Minister was informed that
the federal government has
released 1000 millions for
the coastal highway scheme
having estimated cost of
37,718 million. The chief
minister was briefed that
the federal government
intends to approve 16,204.3
million for the project.

“The matter has been
discussed with the federal
government, it will provide
total funding,” Sindh CM
said in the meeting. Chief
minister directed officials
to step up the work on the
coastal highway. Sindh CM
was also briefed about,
Rohri to Guddu Barrage
150-KM M-V Interchange
scheme that will pass
through Sadiqabad,
Khanpur Mehar, Mirpur
Mathelo and Murid Shah.

CM Shah was briefed

that the estimated cost of
the scheme has been
16769.808 million and
around 900 million have
been spent over the project
till February. “This year’s
allocation has been
4856.137 million but 1,200
million have been released
till now,” the session told.

Federal government
wants Sindh to pay
9815.223 million, officials
said. 

“The matter has been
discussed with federal gov-
ernment, it will provide
total funding of the
scheme,” chief minister
told the session. Murad Ali
Shah was also briefed on
schemes of Tando Allah Yar
to Tando Adam double
track road, dualization of
Mehran Highway from
Nawabshah to Ranipur and
renovation of N-V national
highway from Sanghar.

Sindh CM briefed
over funding for scheme

F.P. Report

KARACHI: Launching ceremony of
PNS SAHIWAL (Desig) Gun Boat
was held at Karachi Shipyard &
Engineering Works (KS&EW). Vice
Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice
Admiral Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami
graced the occasion as Chief Guest.

PNS SAHIWAL (Desig) Gun Boat
has been indigenously designed by
Platform Design Wing (PDW) of
Pakistan Navy and is under construc-
tion at KS&EW. This state-of-the-art
vessel will be equipped with high-
performance, long-range semi auto-
matic guns, enhancing its operational
effectiveness in maritime missions.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief
Guest appreciated joint efforts of
Platform Design Wing (PDW) of
Pakistan Navy and KS&EW in fur-

thering Pakistan Navy's policy of
indigenization. He extended his grati-
tude to the Ministry of Defence
Production for its continued support
to KS&EW. 

He also highlighted that the Gun
Boat will be equipped to perform
diverse maritime security tasks. He
also stated that Pakistan Navy is

considering additional production of
Gun Boats. It would eventually
boost both indigenization process
and uplift of KS&EW. The launch-
ing ceremony was attended by high-
ranking officials from Pakistan
Navy including representatives from
MODP, KS&EW and Shipbuilding
Industry.

Launching ceremony of PNS
SAHIWAL Gun Boat held

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Further strengthening
its international partnerships, the
Institute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) is has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the International Centre
for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD), Nepal. ICI-
MOD plays a pivotal role in combat-
ing climate change by promoting
regional collaboration among the
eight-member countries of the Hindu
Kush Himalaya (HKH) region,
including Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar,
Nepal and Pakistan.

The MoU was signed by
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood,
Director General, ISSI and Dr Pema
Gyamtsho, Director General, ICI-
MOD. The signing was attended by
Ambassador Abrar H Hashmi,
Pakistan’s Ambassador to Nepal, and
senior colleagues from ISSI and ICI-
MOD.

As a precursor to this collabora-
tion, the Centre for Strategic
Perspectives (CSP) at ISSI hosted a
fruitful in-house session with Dr.
Pema Gyamtsho, Director General,
ICIMOD. The discussion entailed an
in-depth exchange of ideas on shared
research priorities, regional chal-
lenges, and opportunities for institu-
tional collaboration. This engagement
helped further outline the contours of
future collaboration, reaffirming reaf-
firmed the strong alignment between
ISSI’s focus and ICIMOD’s mission.

Specifically, the two sides shared

an overview of the priorities of both
institutions, aligning them with
national climate priorities of not only
Pakistan and Nepal but the whole
region. The deliberations by two
sides focused on the urgent need for
regional cooperation to address the
escalating impacts of climate change,
particularly in Hindu Kush Himalaya
(HKH). Both sides acknowledged the
importance of enhancing institutional
capacities to respond to challenges
such as glacial lake outburst floods
(GLOFs), air pollution, and Indus
river basin degradation.

The discussion also emphasized
the critical role of knowledge-sharing
and data exchange. The two institu-
tions agreed to collaborate on joint
research, policy dialogues, and

capacity-building programs targeting
climate risk mitigation. Special atten-
tion was given to the need for inclu-
sive engagement by bringing together
not only governments and institu-
tions, but also civil society, academic
networks, and regional stakeholders.

The meeting concluded with the
understanding that there was an
urgent need for moving beyond
national silos to adopt a transbound-
ary approach, and recognize that cli-
mate change and environmental
threats do not respect political bound-
aries. Recommendations included
integrating and adopting to early
warning systems, disaster prepared-
ness, and introducing culturally-rele-
vant preventive strategies into nation-
al and regional planning.

ISSI partners with ICIMOD,
Nepal, for research collaboration

on climate-induced disasters

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The Honorable
First Lady of Pakistan and
Member of the National
Assembly, Her Excellency
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari,
accompanied by Madam
Azra Fazal Pechuho,
Minister for Health and
Population Welfare, and
Barrister Murtaza Wahab,
Mayor of Karachi, paid an
official visit today to the
Sindh Institute of Child
Health and Neonatology's
(SICHN) Mother &
Childcare Hospital in Azam
Basti and the Children
Hospital in Korangi 5. At
the Azam Basti facility, the
delegation was warmly
received by Saeed Ghani,
President PPP Karachi
Division & Provincial
Minister of Sindh Local

Government. 
During the visit, the dis-

tinguished guests toured
various departments,
warmly interacted with on-
duty staff and doctors, and
met with parents of young
patients receiving care.
They expressed their appre-
ciation for the tireless
efforts of the medical teams
and acknowledged the
Sindh Government's dedi-
cation to improving mater-
nal and child healthcare
services in underserved
areas of Karachi.

Her Excellency Aseefa
Bhutto Zardari particularly
lauded the provision of
free-of-cost treatment for
neonates, infants, and chil-
dren, along with the spe-
cialized healthcare services
offered under the growing
SICHN network. She

directly engaged with fami-
lies to gather feedback on
patient experiences, service
quality, and staff behavior.

"The dedication seen
here today reflects a prom-
ising future for the health of
our nation's children and
mothers," stated Her
Excellency Aseefa Bhutto
Zardari.

Their presence serve as
a powerful reaffirmation
of the government's con-
tinued focus on free of
cost, equitable, accessible,
and high-quality neonatal
and pediatric across the
province-particularly the
most vulnerable, with four
centers in Karachi cater-
ing to Azam Basti,
Korangi, JPMC, and
Sobhraj, as well as centres
in Sukkur, Nawabshah,
and Larkana.

First Lady Aseefa
Bhutto visits

SICHN Hospitals

Dialogue
spotlights

labour rights
violations

F.P. Report

SANGHAR: A Citizen
Dialogue held in Sanghar
has brought to light severe
labor rights violations and
a lack of corporate
accountability in the dis-
trict, a major center for cot-
ton production and
resource extraction. The
Sindh Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) and
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
(FES) organized the event
to address critical issues
related to Business and
Human Rights (BHR).

SHRC Chairperson Mr.
Iqbal Detho underscored
the commission"s mandate
to protect human rights and
incorporate BHR princi-
ples, aligning with
Pakistan’s international
obligations. He highlighted
the importance of local
legal structures and inter-
agency collaboration to
protect vulnerable employ-
ees.

Stakeholders, including
labor unions, civil society
organizations, and govern-
ment representatives,
voiced serious apprehen-
sions about inadequate
working environments,
salary discrepancies, and
insufficient worker protec-
tions, particularly for
women in agriculture and
home-based employment.

FES representative Mr.
Abdullah Dayo empha-
sized the necessity for eth-
ical supply chains and
legally sound employment
agreements. He stressed
the importance of ensuring
minimum salaries, employ-
ee social security registra-
tion (EOBI), and independ-
ent oversight to maintain
decent working conditions
in Sanghar.

District officials, includ-
ing Deputy Commissioner
Ms. Sara Javed and SSP
Mr. Abid Hussain,
expressed their support for
rights-based initiatives.
Mr. Hussain also recog-
nized the SHRC"s contri-
bution to addressing wider
human rights issues, such
as forced religious conver-
sions and underage mar-
riages.

Education key
to compete in

age of info
technology

F.P. Report

TOBA TEK SINGH: A
grand ceremony was held
at Aspire College Kamalia.
The chief guest of the cere-
mony was former MPA Pir
Syed Qutub Ali Shah and
we are deeply grateful to
former MPA Pir Syed
Qutub Ali Shah who
enhanced the splendor of
the ceremony by attending
as a special guest. His pres-
ence was no less than an
honor for us.

The enthusiastic partici-
pation of teachers, parents
and distinguished guests
who love knowledge and
art encouraged us. This
tribute was not just a cere-
mony but a humble effort
to appreciate the high status
of our teachers and their
tireless work.

Principal Professor
Fizza Khalid said that
today the students are in a
high position due to the
hard work of the teachers
because the teacher does
not want his students to lag
behind in education, so the
teacher works tirelessly and
provides the light of educa-
tion to his students. Fizza
Khalid said that therefore
the teacher is our pride.
Because of the teacher,
today our students bring
glory to our college and the
country.

ADC inspects City hos-
pital: Additional Deputy
Commissioner General
(ADCG) Zeeshan Labbha
Masih visited City Hospital
Toba Tek Singh to review
the provision of public
facilities at the district
level, on Thursday.

He inspected various
wards, laboratories and
medicine storage.He meet
the patients and inquired
about the facilities provid-
ed. He also reviewed the
medicines given to the
patients and the stock regis-
ter records. 

ADC directed that the
supply of medicines should
be ensured in a transparent
manner and all records
should be updated regular-
ly. He said that under the
leadership of Deputy
Commissioner Muhammad
Naeem Sandhu, monitoring
of hospitals and transparen-
cy of medicine are being
ensured so that quality
medical facilities can be
provided to the public.

16 alleged
culprits held

F.P. Report

ATTOCK: Police launched
a series of successful oper-
ations, arresting a total of
16 individuals for viola-
tions of Section 144 and
drug traffickers.

According to details,
Attock Khurd police regis-
tered a case against 12 indi-
viduals for openly violating
Section 144, which pro-
hibits bathing and boating
in the River Indus as per
the Punjab Government’s
orders. Despite being
warned, the suspects creat-
ed chaos and chanted slo-
gans at the Attock Khurd
point of the river.
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A
IR pollution in
Pakistan has
reached crisis lev-

els, posing severe
threats to public health,
economic productivity,

and environmental sus-
tainability. According to
the World Air Quality
Report 2024, Pakistan
ranks as the third most
polluted country in the
world, with a national
average PM2.5 concen-
tration of 73.7 micro-
grams per cubic metre
(µg/m³), over 14 times
higher than the World
Health Organization's
(WHO) recommended
safe level of 5 µg/m³.

This ranking places
Pakistan behind only
Chad and Bangladesh,
with India and the
Democratic Republic of
Congo completing the top
five most polluted nations
globally. In 2024, several
major Pakistani cities,

including Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Faisalabad,
Lahore, and Peshawar,
witnessed rising pollution
levels. Twelve cities in
the country recorded
annual PM2.5 levels more
than ten times the WHO
guideline.

Various factors are
responsible for the wors-
ening air quality in the
country. Key contributors
include vehicular emis-
sions, industrial activity,
brick kilns, biomass and
crop residue burning,
open waste incineration,
construction dust, and
widespread deforestation.
In Lahore alone, vehicu-
lar emissions account for
up to 83% of total pollu-
tion.

During winter months,
the pollution rises to a
dangerous level due to
agricultural stubble burn-
ing and temperature
inversions that trap par-
ticulate matter close to
the ground. During this
period, PM2.5 concentra-
tions often exceed 100
µg/m³, more than 20
times the safe threshold,
resulting in a thick, haz-
ardous smog enveloping
urban centres. Lahore sur-
passed this benchmark in
2024 for the first time
since 2018.

The Air Quality Life
Index (AQLI) report by
the University of
Chicago's Energy Policy
Institute estimates that air
pollution reduces life

expectancy in Pakistan by
over four years on aver-
age. It identifies particu-
late pollution as the sec-
ond-most serious threat to
public health, after car-
diovascular diseases. The
report links rising pollu-
tion to increased cases of
mental health disorders,
including anxiety, season-
al depression, and mood-
related illnesses. 

The State of Global Air
2024 report further
reveals that air pollution
was responsible for
256,000 deaths in
Pakistan in 2021.

To address the air pol-
lution crisis, the federal
and provincial govern-
ments have launched var-
ious initiatives. However,

experts argue that policy
implementation lacks
urgency and coordination.
Moreover, with climate
change intensifying
extreme weather events
like heatwaves, flash
floods, and water scarcity,
the nexus between air
pollution and environ-
mental degradation is
growing clearer.

Smog, a dangerous by-
product of urban pollu-
tion, has become a recur-
ring nightmare in cities
like Lahore. It forms
when nitrogen oxides
(NOx) and volatile organ-
ic compounds (VOCs)
react with sunlight, creat-
ing ground-level ozone
and fine particulates. This
thick haze severely

affects people with respi-
ratory illnesses and poses
significant risks to chil-
dren and the elderly.

To address this most
urgent crisis, a coordinat-
ed national and regional
response is needed. South
Asia, with shared geogra-
phy and air corridors,
must cooperate on data
sharing, research, and
policy alignment. Within
Pakistan, addressing air
pollution will require
localised action to reduce
traffic congestion, elimi-
nate open garbage burn-
ing, improve industrial
emissions controls, and
strengthen urban plan-
ning.

The private sector must
also be engaged.

Businesses can contribute
by adopting clean tech-
nologies, investing in
green infrastructure, and
collaborating on emis-
sion-reducing innova-
tions. 

Financing mecha-
nisms, both domestic and
international, are critical
to support air quality
monitoring systems,
emission scrubbers, and
clean transport. Tackling
Pakistan's air pollution
crisis demands a collec-
tive and sustained
response. 

The Author is student
of Environmental
Engineering, IESE NUST,
Islamabad and can be
reached at faizari-
asat2002@gmail.com 

Air Pollution in Pakistan

A worsening health and environmental crisis

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Under the
auspices of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Lacrosse
Association, a lacrosse
training camp successfully
concluded at Qayyum
Sports Complex here in
Peshawar.

Director General Sports
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Tashfeen Haider, graced
the closing ceremony as
chief guest. A large number
of players from District
Peshawar actively partici-
pated in the camp.

During the closing cere-
mony, the Director General
Sports distributed certifi-
cates among the partici-

pants. He was accompa-
nied by Director Sports
Operations Jamshed
Baloch, Director Sports
Merged Areas Raziullah
Betani, Administrator
Yousaf Afridi, Secretary
Pakistan Lacrosse
Federation Engineer
Taifoor Zareen and other
notable personalities.

Qualified coaches
imparted a range of techni-
cal skills to the participants
during the camp, including
playing techniques, pass-
ing, shooting, catching and
defensive strategies.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DG Sports Tashfeen
Haider emphasized the
importance of promoting

emerging sports among
youth, terming it a need of
the hour. 

He appreciated the
efforts of the President
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Lacrosse Association for
promoting lacrosse across
all regions of the province
through such training ini-
tiatives.

He further added that
this training camp marks a
significant milestone in the
promotion of lacrosse in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
reflects the commitment of
Pakistan Lacrosse
Federation and its provin-
cial units to expanding the
reach of the sport across
the country.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Under the vision and guid-
ance of the Speaker
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly, Babar Saleem
Swati, a successful series
of study tours is ongoing at
the Assembly to educate
youth about the parliamen-
tary system, legislative
process, and democratic
values.

In recent days, two edu-
cational delegations visited
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly. 

The first group consist-
ed of youth from
Charsadda under the

umbrella of the Youth
Alliance for Peace and
Development, while the
second delegation included
LLB students visiting with
the support of Syed and
Syed Law Associates.

On the special instruc-
tions of the Speaker, the
Assembly Secretariat
made comprehensive
arrangements for the tours.
Special Secretary
(Administration), Syed
Waqar Shah, delivered a
detailed briefing to the stu-
dents, introducing them to
various departments of the
Assembly and their roles

in the parliamentary
process.

Assistant Secretary,
Saifullah Khan, also
accompanied the Special
Secretary and guided the
delegations through key
areas including the Session
Hall, galleries, and mem-
bers’ chambers.

The visit concluded
with an interactive Q&A
session, where the students
asked insightful questions
related to national and par-
liamentary affairs, and
Syed Waqar Shah provided
detailed responses.

Speaking on this occa-

sion, Speaker Babar
Saleem Swati said that it is
essential to make parlia-
mentary institutions acces-
sible and understandable
for our youth. The KP
Assembly is not only a
centre of legislation but
also a learning platform
where young people can
understand how democra-
cy functions. 

“We want our youth to
not only observe but also
participate in this process
and contribute positively
to national development,”
added the Speaker KP
Assembly.

Humayun Khan 

PESHAWAR: The
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) has suspended a
notification that directed
the Project Incharge of
Livestock in Khyber
District to report back to
his parent department pre-
maturely. The court also
directed the Secretary
Livestock and other rele-
vant authorities to submit
their response in the case,

on Thursday.
PHC two-member

bench comprising Justice
Ijaz Anwar and Justice
Fahim Wali heard the case.

The counsel Aminur
Rahman Yousafzai advo-
cate argued that the peti-
tioner's posting as Project
Incharge in the Integrated
Development Package in
Khyber District was made
in April 2025. However, on
July 1, the petitioner's
posting was withdrawn,

and he was directed to
report back to his parent
department.

The lawyer argued that
the Secretary Livestock
issued the order without
the recommendations of
the committee, which is
not in accordance with the
law. He further argued that
the provincial government
had already issued a policy
on deputation to projects,
which provides for an ini-
tial deputation period of

three years, extendable by
another two years.
However, the petitioner
was sent back to his parent
department after just two
months, which is not in
accordance with the policy.

After hearing the argu-
ments, the court suspended
the July 1 notification
issued by the Secretary
Livestock and directed the
Secretary Livestock and
other parties to submit
their response in the case.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Under the
supervision of Advisor to
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Finance
and Inter-Provincial
Coordination Muzzammil
Aslam, the Secretary
Finance, Amer Sultan
Tareen, signed an agree-
ment on behalf of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government with Pak-
Qatar Takaful under the
Contributory Provident
Fund (CPF) scheme.

A simple and dignified
ceremony for the signing
was held at the Finance
Department’s conference
room, attended by Advisor
for Finance Muzzammil
Aslam, Secretary Finance
Amer Sultan Tareen,
Additional Secretary
Budget Arshad Ali, Team
lead Abdul Qayyum,
Deputy Director Pension
Cell Naveed Alam, along
with the delegation repre-

senting Pak-Qatar Takaful.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Finance Advisor
Muzzammil Aslam said
that the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government
is expanding the
Contributory Provident
Fund scheme to further
strengthen its pension
reform efforts. The CPF,
launched in 2022 for
provincial civil servants, is
a flagship pension initia-
tive, and more than 59,000
government employees
have been registered under
the scheme so far.

This program is based
on a joint contribution
model aimed at securing
the financial future of gov-
ernment employees —
wherein the employee
contributes 10% of their
basic pay while the gov-
ernment contributes 12%
monthly.

It was highlighted at the
event that a key feature of
the CPF scheme is the out-

sourcing of its investment
component, which oper-
ates under the Voluntary
Pension System (VPS)
model - a structured pen-
sion framework regulated
by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) since
2005. The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government
has adopted this model
after tailoring it to meet
the specific needs of the
province.

The Finance Advisor
also explained that the
CPF scheme engages only
those Asset Management
Companies (AMCs) that
are licensed by the SECP
and have a minimum cred-
it rating of AM2 - reflect-
ing high standards of pro-
fessional fund manage-
ment. Since the scheme’s
launch, the government
had entered into agree-
ments with 12 such
licensed AMCs.

During the ceremony, it

was shared that Pak-Qatar
Family Takaful Limited
recently obtained its VPS
license and applied to
become a fund manager
under the CPF scheme.
After a comprehensive
evaluation, the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government
formally signed the agree-
ment with Pak-Qatar on
July 23, 2025, through the
office of the Secretary
Finance.

With this agreement,
Pak-Qatar becomes the
13th approved fund man-
ager on the CPF invest-
ment panel.

This expansion reflects
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government’s commit-
ment to providing diversi-
fied, professionally man-
aged, and Shariah-compli-
ant investment options
under its pension frame-
work - ensuring trans-
parency, long-term sus-
tainability, and employee
confidence.

13th Fund Manager under CPF Scheme

Government signs
agreement with

Pak-Qatar Takaful 

Shafqat
expresses
sorrow on
demise of
Hammad

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR Dr. Shafqat
Ayaz, Special Assistant to
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for Science
and Information
Technology, has expressed
deep sorrow and grief over
the demise of Mian Azhar,
the father of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s senior
leader Hammad Azhar and
one of the country’s most
respected and veteran
politicians.

In his condolence mes-
sage, Dr. Shafqat Ayaz
stated that Mian Azhar was
a principled, ideological,
and wise statesman who
played a significant role in
strengthening the coun-
try’s politics, democracy,
and federal structure. His
services as the Governor
of Punjab and a national
political figure will always
be remembered with great
respect.

Dr. Ayaz added that the
passing of Mian Azhar is a
national loss. His person-
ality symbolized political
wisdom, insight, compo-
sure, and a deep love for
the country. With his
death, the nation has lost a
dignified and experienced
leader.

He also praised the
political services of Mian
Azhar’s son, Hammad
Azhar, stating that even in
the most challenging
times, Hammad Azhar
stood firmly and coura-
geously with the vision of
Imran Khan and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf, choosing
the path of public service.
He is carrying forward his
father’s political legacy
with honesty and sincerity.

Dr. Shafqat Ayaz
extended heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved
family and prayed that
Almighty Allah grants the
late Mian Azhar the high-
est place in Jannat-ul-
Firdous and bestows
patience and strength upon
the family to bear this
irreparable loss.

PHC suspends Secretary
Livestock 1st July notification

KP PA continue to familiarize
youth with parliamentary system

Lacrosse training Camp
concludes in Peshawar

PESHAWAR: Advisor to Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Finance and Inter-Provincial
Coordination Muzzammil Aslam discussing the Contributory Fund Scheme with the representatives
of Pak-Qatar Takaful.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Federal
Minister for Poverty
Alleviation and Social
Safety, Syed Imran Ahmed
Shah, visited both the
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) Zonal
Office and the Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal (PBM)
Regional Office in
Peshawar, as part of his
nationwide review of wel-
fare programmes under the
Ministry's mandate.

At BISP, the Minister
was briefed by DG KP
Haider Murtaza on the out-
reach and impact of various
BISP interventions.
Highlights included: Over
1.47 million beneficiaries
recertified under the
dynamic NSER registration
process, Addition of 1,736
new beneficiaries and 140
Dynamic Registration
Centers operational across
KP with 466 staff members
from NADRA, NCHD, and
ASPCs

He also reviewed the
Benazir Nashonuma
Programme, which has sup-
ported more than 600,000
women and children
through 148 centers since
2020, and assessed the

progress of Benazir
Kafalat, supporting nearly
2 million beneficiaries in
KP-particularly in
Malakand and Peshawar
Divisions.

As part of his visit to the
BISP office, the Minister
also planted a sapling under
the Benazir Green Pakistan
Initiative, symbolizing the
government's long-term
commitment to environ-
mental sustainability and
inclusive development.

At the PBM office, the
Minister received a briefing
from Director Lal Badshah,
who informed him that: 30
vocational training centers
across KP are equipping
underprivileged women
with skills in embroidery,
IT, and other trades,  Eight
PBM-run orphanages are
providing shelter, safety,

and education to 800 chil-
dren up to matric level,
with CCTV surveillance
installed for real-time mon-
itoring,  PBM is also offer-
ing educational scholar-
ships for child laborers and
financial aid for persons
with disabilities and wid-
ows.

The Minister praised the
impactful work of PBM in
education, healthcare, and
disability inclusion. He
emphasized that financial
aid must be paired with
skill-building and econom-
ic empowerment, citing the
Hunarmand Pakistan
Programme as a key driver
of youth resilience and
national economic growth.

Highlighting the need
for strong institutional
coordination between BISP
and PBM, he stressed the

importance of data-sharing,
transparency, and merit-
based delivery to eliminate
duplication and ensure aid
reaches the most deserving.

Addressing staff at both
organizations, the Minister
reaffirmed: "We are com-
mitted to inclusive, non-
discriminatory welfare. No
Pakistani will be left behind
due to poverty, caste, creed,
or political affiliation.
Every household below the
poverty line is our responsi-
bility."

He directed that corrup-
tion in welfare funds would
not be tolerated, and
assured that administrative
challenges-such as vacant
posts, internet connectivity,
and transport shortages-
would be resolved on a pri-
ority basis.

He also announced that
Balochistan would be the
next focus in his ongoing
national welfare review,
with new initiatives
planned for housing, liveli-
hood, and technical train-
ing.

"Poverty alleviation is
not a slogan-it is a national
mission. We aim not just
for relief, but for
resilience," said Minister
Syed Imran Ahmed Shah.

Federal Minister reviews BISP
and PBM operations

PESHAWAR: Commissioner Peshawar Division Riaz Khan Mehsud chairing
a meeting regarding preventive measures during Monsoon season.
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Solar system
inaugurated

Syed Waliullah Shah 

NOWSHERA: District
Development Advisory
Committee Chairman
and Member Provincial
Assembly, Haji Zar
Alam Khan, inaugurat-
ed a solar system at the
Nowshera District Bar
today. The event was
attended by members of
the bar association, sen-
ior lawyers, and politi-
cal leaders, who warm-
ly welcomed Haji Zar
Alam Khan, on
Thursday. The inaugu-
ration ceremony was
attended by Mian
Arshad Jan, President
of the District Bar,
Fawad Abdul Salam,
General Secretary, and
other notable lawyers,
including Wilayat
Advocate, Kamil Raza,
Shahzad Amin, and
Ayub Khan. Haji Zar
Alam Khan not only
facilitated the installa-
tion of the solar system
but also announced the
provision of two water
coolers, a transformer,
and a cash grant of Rs.
100,000 for the lawyers'
tour under the supervi-
sion of ILF. The
President of the District
Bar and other office
bearers expressed their
gratitude to the DCD
Chairman, describing
the initiative as a wel-
come step for the
lawyers' community.
They appreciated Haji
Zar Alam Khan's efforts
to support the lawyers
and improve their work-
ing conditions. In his
address, Haji Zar Alam
Khan emphasized the
importance of the
lawyers' community,
describing them as a
dignified and enlight-
ened segment of socie-
ty. He assured the
lawyers that resolving
their issues would
remain a priority for
him, and he would con-
tinue to provide all pos-
sible support. The inau-
guration ceremony con-
cluded with a prayer,
and the solar system
was formally inaugurat-
ed. The guests were
treated with refresh-
ments, and the event
was seen as a signifi-
cant step towards
improving the facilities
for lawyers at the
Nowshera District Bar.

Head cut
body recovered

F.P. Report

KARAK: A heartbreak-
ing incident took place
on the side of the paved
road near the eastern
bypass within the limits
of the Teri police station,
where the headless body
of an unknown person
was found. According to
police sources, the age
of the deceased is esti-
mated to be between 49
and 50 years. As soon as
the incident was report-
ed, the police reached
the spot and started col-
lecting initial evidence
by cordoning off the
area. The identity of the
deceased and the rea-
sons for the murder have
not yet been revealed.
Police say that an inves-
tigation is underway
from every aspect of the
incident and efforts are
being made to reach the
real motives and those
involved soon.

Monsoon tree
plantation drive

F.P. Report

D I KHAN: A pre-mon-
soon tree plantation
campaign was formally
launched at the district
headquarters of Rescue
1122 in Dera Ismail
Khan, in collaboration
with the National
Commission for Human
Development (NCHD)
and the Forest
Department. The event
was led by District
Emergency Officer
Engineer Faseeh Ullah,
who inaugurated the
drive by planting a
sapling. NCHD
Assistant Director Asma
Sadaf and Sub-
Divisional Forest Officer
(SDFO) Asif Kundi
were also present on the
occasion. Speaking at
the ceremony, Engr.
Faseeh Ullah empha-
sized the importance of
trees in combating envi-
ronmental pollution and
ensuring a safe and
healthy environment for
future generations.
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F.P. Report

MARDAN: Patients and their
family members have been
suffering owing to infighting
and conflicts among mem-
bers of Board of Governors of
the teaching hospital Mardan
Medical Complex (MTI), it
has been learnt.

Credible sources said that
the Board of Governors
(BoG) of the major teaching
hospital, Mardan Medical
Complex (MTI), has been
entangled in infighting and
conflicts for a long time. The
situation has escalated to the
point where board members
can’t even tolerate each
other’s presence. In such a
scenario, expecting them to
formulate effective policies
for the public’s benefit is a
futile practice.

This is the first BoG in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province’s history with nine
members instead of the usual
seven. Recently, two mem-
bers were removed, and the
provincial government
appointed two new ones.

However, the removed
members regained their posi-
tions through the courts,
sparking a tug-of-war among
the BoG. The restoration of
two members by court had
created many problems for
the BoG to hold its routine
meetings. However, after
long consultations,  the BoG
chairman and his allies made
efforts to gather all nine
members, and a meeting was
eventually held in early June.

However, minutes of the
June-meeting had yet to be
released, and another meet-
ing was scheduled in the cur-
rent month of July. But just
before it was to be held, a let-
ter from the Advocate
General of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa arrived. The
letter clearly stated that the
board cannot legally conduct
any meetings or make deci-
sions with nine members.
Any such meetings or deci-
sions would be considered
illegal. Following this direc-
tive, the scheduled meeting
was canceled.

Now the matter of the two
board members is back in
court, with the next hearing
scheduled for late August.
This means the BoG is
unlikely to hold any meetings
for at least the next two
months, leaving the MTI
effectively in suspension. As
a result, many important mat-
ters of the hospital are stalled.

It is pertinent to mention
here that one or two members
belonged to district Mardan
while the rest of BoG mem-
bers were not hailing from
Mardan district. How can the
residents of Mardan expect
effective healthcare policies
from such a board?

Currently, work has begun
on the Cath Lab as well as the
Benazir Bhutto Hospital
project has also just started,
and projects like the Dental
College, Cardiac Center, and
Phase III expansion of the
hospital all required solid
policy direction.

Similarly, the hospital is
being run by an interim and
acting Medical Director and
Hospital Director who lack
the authority and competence
to make key decisions.
However, they continued to
enjoy the privileges of their
positions without delivering
results.

Advisor to Chief Minister
on health Mr. Ihtisham Khan
who belonged to district
Mardan should make quick
intervention in the said mat-
ter so as to remove suffering
and difficulties of people.
Besides, the Health Advisor
could also bring several great
health projects to his home-
town district but their bene-
fits would only reach people
when there was a capable
team to implement them. He
should also focus on provid-
ing quality healthcare to the
poor if he wants to win the
hearts of people.

The scribe tried time and
again on phone numbers of
both the BoG Chairman and
Hospital director of Mardan
Medical Complex Hospital
to seek their point of view on
the above-mentioned patients
related issues but they did not
bother to pick up the calls to
give appropriate reply.

However, PRO of the
Mardan Medical Complex
Mr. Zia-us-Islam while talk-
ing to The Frontier Post said
that affairs of the hospital
were going on as per the rou-
tine and patients along with
family members were not
facing any problem.

Patients pays price for BoG
members infighting at MMC

F.P. Report

WANA: A complete shutter-
down strike was observed in
Wana Bazaar on Thursday
as traders and local residents
staged a protest rally against
growing insecurity and
renewed calls for lasting
peace in the region. All
commercial activity came to
a halt as demonstrators
marched through the main
market, carrying placards
bearing slogans demanding
an end to bloodshed and the
restoration of law and order.

The protest was triggered
by a recently reported mili-
tant attack on Malik Sardar
Ali, a well-known tribal
elder. Speakers at the rally
condemned the incident in
the strongest terms and
called on the government to
take immediate and con-
crete steps to ensure his
safety and apprehend those
responsible.

Addressing the gather-
ing, community leaders and
activists criticized what they
termed the state’s failure to
establish its writ in the
region. “The state’s unwill-
ingness to assert its authori-
ty is unacceptable. It must
fulfill its constitutional
responsibility to protect its
citizens,” said one speaker.

The protesters voiced
frustration over decades of
conflict, noting that for over
22 years, the region has
been caught in a cycle of
violence and neglect. They
highlighted the long-stand-
ing closure of the Angoor
Adda border crossing,
which they said has choked
the local economy, deep-
ened poverty, and left many
struggling for basic sur-
vival.

“Our villages have been
reduced to ruins.
Generations have grown up
knowing nothing but war,”
lamented another protester.
“We demand an immediate
end to this imposed conflict
and urge the state to focus
on development and peace.”

Participants accused state
institutions of failing to
stem the rising tide of law-
lessness and warned that
continued inaction could
lead to further alienation
and unrest. Some speakers
also blamed foreign actors
particularly the United
States for having sown
seeds of distrust between the

tribal population and the
state, calling the damage
“irreparable.”

The protest concluded
with a unified demand for
the federal government to
abandon militarized solu-
tions, address long-standing
grievances through dialogue
and inclusion, and restore
the dignity and security of
the people of South
Waziristan.

Dabkot dispensary
becomes death due negli-
gence: The government dis-
pensary in Dabkot, a village
in Tehsil Wana of South
Waziristan, has turned into a
potential death trap due to
years of negligence by the
Health Department. Once
established to serve the
healthcare needs of the
region, the dispensary now
stands as a crumbling
reminder of official apathy.

Just 4 kilometers from the
Frontier Corps camp in
Wana, the building is in a
perilous state — its walls are
visibly tilted, the roof threat-
ens to cave in, and the prem-
ises lack even basic medical
supplies and staff. Local res-
idents describe the facility as
a “haunted house” rather
than a center of healing.

Dozens of patients
reportedly visit the dispen-
sary daily, only to return
without treatment. The
absence of medicines,
trained personnel, and prop-
er maintenance has rendered
the facility non-functional,
prompting serious concerns
among the local population.

The growing frustration
has led to public outcry,
with residents staging
protests and demanding
immediate government
intervention. Community
elders and youth leaders
have called upon the
Secretary of Health, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, to personally
look into the matter and
ensure urgent repairs are
carried out. They are also
urging the authorities to
deploy medical staff and
restore the supply of essen-
tial medicines without
delay.

Health experts warn that
if the current state of neglect
continues, the very structure
meant to save lives could
soon become the cause of
tragedy. The pressing ques-
tion now is: Will the author-
ities act before disaster

strikes — or will it take loss
of life to prompt overdue
action?

Jirga held: In South
Waziristan’s administrative
center Wana, the local secu-
rity forces' Commandant
held a high-level jirga with
prominent tribal elders from
Wana and nearby areas. The
meeting expressed deep
concern over the increasing
trend of local support and
facilitation being extended
to militant elements.

While addressing the
jirga, the Commandant
stressed that such elements
and their enablers pose a
serious threat to regional
peace and stability. He reaf-
firmed a zero-tolerance pol-
icy towards individuals
involved in aiding militants
and warned that both facili-
tators and their families
would face the full force of
the law.

Tribesmen observes
strike against insecurity

F.P. Report

KOHAT: The government
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
formed Divisional Task
Force at divisional level
under the supervision of the
respective Commissioners
to rapidly develop the indus-
tries in the province and
protect the industrial land
from encroachments. In
light of the decision of the
provincial government, after
formal meeting of the
Divisional Task Force,
efforts are underway to pro-
mote industrial activities in
the entire Kohat division as
well. 

Commissioner Kohat
Division Syed Motasim
Billah Shah, in this regard,
along with the Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Hamid Iqbal and
other concerned officials,
visited the Kohat Industrial
Zone and several other
industrial areas on Thursday
and reviewed various
aspects and measures for
industrial development in
detail.

Commissioner Kohat on
this occasion, said that the
provincial government is
serious enough about the
development of the industri-
al sector, that is why the
Divisional Task Force have
been formed for this pur-
pose. He said that the miner-

al resource-based industries
of southern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, especially
Kohat division, have
immense potential for
which a plan of action is
being formulated in consul-
tation with all the stakehold-
ers. 

He added that South
Pakhtunkhwa, especially its
tribal districts, are still
deprived of industrial devel-
opment, for which concrete
steps are needed.
Commissioner Kohat said
that training of local man-
power is also of immense
importance for the rapid
development of industries,
to which special attention
will be given.

Meanwhile, Commis-
sioner Kohat Syed Motasim
Billah Shah has inspected
several major rain water-
ways along with the Deputy
Commissioner and other
staff in the tribal district of
Orakzai on prior informa-
tion of a major flood, to
ensure the safety of human
lives, livestock and other
properties in the possible
flood situation of the current
monsoon season.

On this occasion, the
tourists who were enjoying
at several places in the mid-
dle of the most extremely
dangerous waterway, origi-
nating from Orakzai district
were safely evacuated from

the area in time before the
floodwaters reached. The
tourists include the large
number of children, elderly
people and women.
Commissioner Kohat also
ordered action against the
staff on duty for negligence.

All Deputy
Commissioners were strict-
ly directed to ensure all pos-
sible safety measures and
the people were also strong-
ly urged to be extremely
careful. It was also instruct-
ed to provide safety and
possible facilities to the
tourists, however, immedi-
ate legal action was called
for in case of negligence by
any department in their safe-
ty. Meanwhile,
Commissioner Kohat also
inspected the construction
work on Kohat-Orakzai
Road and issued directions
to the authorities concerned
and construction company
to maintain the quality of
work at all costs. He made it
clear that no compromise
will be made on the quality
and completion period of
the work. 

He also directed all the
Deputy Commissioners to
ensure continuous monitor-
ing of the construction
work in their respective
districts so that the work
can be completed on time
and according to the pre-
scribed standards.

Commissioner reviews
industrial development

Haleem Asad

LOWER DIR: Civil society
members and human rights
activists in Lower Dir have
praised the prosecution
team for securing convic-
tions in the rape and murder
case of an eight-year-old
girl at a religious seminary-
cum-orphanage in the
Munda area.

The incident, which
occurred a year ago, drew
widespread condemnation
after the girl's mysterious
death. Initially, the orphan-
age administration claimed
she had died after a pile of
bedding fell on her.
However, following intense
protests and demands for
justice, police launched a
formal investigation that
cast doubt on the initial ver-
sion of events.

As public pressure
mounted, an FIR was regis-
tered and the case was
brought to trial in the court
of Additional Sessions
Judge Ijaz Younas in
Samarbagh, which deliv-
ered its verdict on Monday.

The prosecution, led by
District Public Prosecutor
(DPP) Rafiullah, was com-
mended for its rigorous
pursuit of justice. The pros-
ecution team presented sub-
stantial evidence and argu-
ments that led to the con-
viction of three individuals
on charges of sexual assault
and murder. The court sen-
tenced all three to life
imprisonment along with
heavy fines.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, civil society and
rights groups stressed that
there must be zero toler-
ance for such heinous
crimes. They urged investi-
gators and prosecutors to
remain steadfast and
uncompromising in similar
cases to ensure justice is
served.

Local residents said the
verdict had helped restore
public confidence in the
justice system and credited
the prosecution team for its
commitment and profes-
sionalism.

Reconciliatin ceremo-
ny: A reconciliation cere-

mony was held at a local
hotel in Timergara on
Wednesday to reconcile a
feud between the families
of the Sadat from Shikolai
Timergara, Syed Nusrat Ali
Shah and Syed Mohsin Ali
Shah—and Maulana Gul
Jan of Bajaur. The event
was attended by political
leaders, religious scholars,
lawyers, doctors, and repre-
sentatives of the chemist
community.

Speakers, including
Malik Bashir Ahmad, Dr.
Dawood Jan, former
provincial minister
Mehmood Zeb Khan,
Alam Zeb Advocate, and
Mian Sultan Yousaf
Bacha, emphasized that
reconciliation was a virtu-
ous act that pleased Allah.
They stressed the impor-
tance of peace, forgive-
ness, and understanding in
building a harmonious
society. The event con-
cluded with both parties
embracing each other, and
participants congratulating
the mediators for their
successful efforts.

Munda seminary child murder case

Prosecution team lauded
for securing convictions

Sahibzada Afridi 

KOHAT: The Institute of Computing,
Kohat University of Science and
Technology (KUST), in collaboration with
the Office of Research, Innovation, and
Commercialization (ORIC), successfully
organized the Tech-Talks & Posters
Symposium 2025.

Vice Chancellor Professor Dr. Syed
Zafar Ilyas graced the event as the chief
guest and praised the spirit of research,
innovation, and student creativity. The
event was attended by Director IOC,
Director ORIC, faculty members of the
Institute of Computing, Public Relations
Officer (PRO), and a large number of stu-
dents and guests. The main objective of
the event was to promote a culture of
research, critical thinking, and collabora-
tion within the university.

On the successful execution of the
event, the Vice Chancellor appreciated the
efforts of the Chief Organizer, Dr. Amjad
Mehmood (Chairman, Institute of
Computing), Dr. Zeeshan Bangash
(Director ORIC), and Dr. Muneer. He also
directed the ORIC office to select three to
four of the presented projects to be devel-
oped as startups, in order to provide stu-
dents with opportunities to excel in the
practical field. During the concluding ses-
sion, Dr. Amjad Mehmood awarded
shields and certificates to the students who

presented the best posters across different
batches. From the BSCS Open Batch
(2021–2025): Group 1: Ayesha Hidayat
and Syeda Hamda Shah presented a poster
titled "Grains of Hope".

Group 2: Syed Mufassir Shah, Waseem
Dawar, and Owais Ahmad presented "AI-
Powered Multi-Cancer Detection and
Classification System" and secured first
position.

From the BSCS Self-Support Batch
(2021–2025): Group 1: Ayesha Khan
Afridi presented "AI-Based Language
Learning Application".

Group 2: Faisal Minhas, Waqar Ahmad,
and Hammad Ahmad presented "EduAI:
Next-Gen AI-Powered E-Learning
Marketplace", securing the top position in
their batch.

From the BSSE Batch (2021–2025):
Ahmad Saeed, Fahad Ahmad, and Syed

Muhammad Jawad Hussain presented "An
AI-Based Personalized Smart Restaurant
Management System" and won first posi-
tion in their category. 

From the BSCS Hangu Campus Batch
(2021–2025): Group 1: Aftab Fazal
Qayum, Hamda Khalil, and Ahlam Ayaz
presented "Rezume AI" and secured the
first position from the Hangu Campus. The
event concluded with high appreciation for
the participating groups and discussion on
the potential of turning their projects into
real-world applications.

KUST hosts seminar
on tech-talk

F.P. Report

BARA: A protest rally of
special persons for their
rights was held here in front
of Bara press club on
Thursday. Scores of dis-
abled persons from across
the tehsil gathered in front
of the press to file their
protest in favor of their
demands.

Addressing on the occa-
sion chairman special per-
sons tehsil Bara Mr. Saif
said that for the last one
decade disabled communi-
ty in Bara was totally
ignored and no such incen-
tive had been granted,
being enjoyed by special
persons of the down towns.

He came hard on the par-
liamentarians as well as on
the administrative officials
and said till the day no con-
crete step had been adopted

to ensure provision of basic
rights to the local disabled
persons. Abdurrehman, a
disabled said that all funds
specialized for them had
been embezzled.

The provincial govern-
ment approved funds for
the welfare of the special
persons but ironically in the
last fifteen years a single
penny in the form of finan-
cial assistance had been
extended to them, he

regretted. He maintained
that the government
increased their quota from
two percent to five percent
but could not apply it prac-
tically.

The protestors marched
to Khyber Chawk, Bara
Bazaar from the press club
where they threatened that
if their demands were not
met then they would initiate
indefinite protest sit-in the
Bazaar. 

Disables in Bara
seek their rights

Vehicle
refueling

with LPG a
circus with
human lives

F.P. Report

MARDAN: The dangerous
trend of filling vehicles
directly with LPG cylinders
is rapidly spreading across
the city of Mardan, which
is not only a violation of
the law but has also
become a serious threat to
human lives. Vehicles are
being filled with LPG
cylinders without any safe-
ty measures at small work-
shops and unregistered gas
points in various areas.

There is no fire safety
arrangement at these
places, nor are the staffs
trained with any technical
skills. Experts say that if
LPG is used without specif-
ic and approved equipment,
it can lead to severe explo-
sions and fires. Several
accidents have already
occurred across the coun-
try, in which precious lives
were lost. Citizens have
demanded that the relevant
authorities take immediate
action against this illegal
and dangerous practice,
close such points and take
legal action against those
responsible.

It should be remembered
that according to OGRA
rules, specific safety stan-
dards are required for the
installation and supply of
gas in vehicles, the viola-
tion of which is a punish-
able offense.

CEO WSCCM visits dif-
ferent localities: Chief
Executive Officer Water
and Sanitation Services
Company Mardan
(WSSCM) visited various
areas of Mardan city during
heavy rainfall to inspect
ongoing sanitation opera-
tions and clearing of storm
water drains.

The CEO visited all the
hotspots including College
Chowk, Police Line Road,
Bank Road, Khwaja Ganj
Bazaar, Shaheedan Bazaar,
Bicket Gunj, and Bari
Chum. He appreciated the
efforts of the sanitation
staff in removing obstruc-
tions to ensure free flow of
storm water and stated that
the company is striving to
provide maximum services
to citizens with the
resources available in rou-
tine and special circum-
stances and weather condi-
tions as well.Shahid Khan
ordered the termination of
three sanitation workers
who were found absent
during the night shift.

Manager Municipal
Service Muhammad Ishaq,
Deputy Manager
Ikramullah and Media &
Communication Officer
Junaid Yousafzai accom-
panied him. 

The CEO directed all
the relevant officials to
take concrete measures for
maintaining proper flow of
storm water at eight desig-
nated hotspot areas and
across the city. He further
announced that all staff
leaves had been canceled
amid the emergency
weather situation and that
WSSCM personnel remain
on high alert to respond to
any eventuality.

Iranian
petrol sale
multiplied

F.P. Report 

MARDAN: The illegal sale
of Iranian and poor-quality
petrol has increased to an
alarming level in the city of
Mardan, leading to an
increase in the number of
vehicle engine break-
downs.

According to sources,
Iranian petrol is being sold
secretly at some petrol
pumps and unregistered
shops, which is not upto
standard and has become a
threat to both the pockets
and lives of the public.
Local residents have com-
plained that the use of this
poor quality petrol is not
only affecting the perform-
ance of motorcycles and
cars, but also causing
engines, fuel pumps and
other parts to deteriorate
quickly, increasing repair
costs. 

Sources say that this
petrol is smuggled illegally
from Iran and since there is
no tax or quality check on
it, it is cheap. Some shop-
keepers are selling it open-
ly, in the lure of high prof-
its. Meanwhile, the Excise
Department, police, and
district administration have
not taken any effective
action against this illegal
business so far, over which
public circles have
expressed concern and
demanded immediate
action.

Kidney
screening

camp today
F.P. Report

LAKKI MARWAT: Lucky
Cement Limited, in collabo-
ration with Tabba Kidney
Institute, will organise a two
days Kidney Screening
Camp for the local commu-
nity at the Abdul Razzak
Tabba Welfare Dispensary,
in the Darra Pezu town of
Lakki Marwat district today
(Friday). 

An official of the compa-
ny said that the he initiative
aimed to promote early
detection and awareness of
kidney related health issues.
He said that a range of diag-
nostic tests and medical
consultations would be
offered at the camp.

"Additionally, consulta-
tions with senior doctors
from Tabba Kidney Institute
will be available on-site to
provide expert medical
guidance", he maintained,
adding that this healthcare
initiative reflects the com-
pany's ongoing commit-
ment to the wellbeing of the
communities where it oper-
ates. He expressed the com-
pany's commitment to con-
tinues to support sustainable
and impactful health pro-
grams across Pakistan.
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LONDON: The United
Kingdom has sanctioned 25
targets involved in alleged
people smuggling, under a
new financial sanctions
regime targeting those
facilitating the travel of
refugees and migrants
across the English Channel
via small boats.

The individuals and
entities targeted include a
small boat supplier in Asia
and gang leaders based in
the Balkans and North
Africa. “Middlemen” put-
ting cash through the
hawala money transfer sys-
tem in the Middle East,
which is used in payments
linked to Channel cross-
ings, are also targeted. It is
unclear how effective the
new sanctions regime will
be, since British authorities

can only freeze assets that
are in the UK, and most of
the smugglers are based
elsewhere.

Foreign Secretary David
Lammy said that it was a
“landmark moment in the
government’s work to tack-
le organised immigration
crime [and] reduce irregu-
lar migration to the UK”.
“From Europe to Asia, we
are taking the fight to the
people smugglers who
enable irregular migration,
targeting them wherever
they are in the world and
making them pay for their
actions,” he added.

The move follows legis-
lation being introduced
under the Border Security,
Asylum and Immigration
Bill to ramp up enforce-
ment powers for police

forces and partners to
investigate and prosecute
people smugglers. As part
of the new sanctions
regime, which was intro-
duced two days ago, the
government can now
freeze assets, impose travel
bans and block access to
the country’s financial sys-
tem for individuals and
entities involved in
enabling irregular migra-
tion, without relying on
criminal or counterterror-
ism laws.

Albanian Bledar Lala,
leader of the Belgian opera-
tions of an organised smug-
gling group, and a company
in China that advertised
small boats for people smug-
gling on an online market-
place are among those sanc-
tioned. — Aljazeera

UK sanctions 25 targets TEHRAN: Iran has said it
warned a United States
Navy destroyer to change
course as it approached
Iranian territorial waters
in the Gulf of Oman, but
the US has claimed the
confrontation was "pro-
fessional" and had "no
impact" on its naval mis-
sion.

Iranian state media
published video and
images of incident - the
first direct encounter
reported between Iranian
and US forces since the
12-day war between Iran
and Israel in June - taken
from a helicopter dis-
patched to confront the
USS Fitzgerald guided
missile destroyer. "US
destroyer 'Fitzgerald'
attempted to approach
waters under Iran's moni-
toring, in a provocative
move", Iranian state tele-

vision said.
In video footage of the

reported encounter, a heli-
copter is seen flying in
close proximity to the
warship and an Iranian
crew member can be heard
issuing what appeared to
be a radio warning in
English to the warship,
ordering it to change
course as it was approach-
ing Iran's territorial waters
at about 10am local time
(06:00 GMT). Iranian
state media have
described the encounter as
a tense exchange. The US
destroyer reportedly
responded by threatening
to target the Iranian air-
craft if it did not leave.
The vessel eventually
departed the area upon
continued warnings from
the Iranian military.

US Central Command
disputed the Iranian

account of tension, calling
the incident a "safe and
professional interaction".
Asked about the
encounter, a US defence
official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity with
the Reuters news agency,
also downplayed its seri-
ousness. "This interaction
had no impact to USS
Fitzgerald's mission, and
any reports claiming oth-
erwise are falsehoods and
attempts by Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps to spread misinfor-
mation," the official said.
The official, who said the
interaction took place
entirely in international
waters, identified the air-
craft as an Iranian SH-3
"Sea King" helicopter.

The US military insert-
ed itself into Israel's war
against Iran last month
when it bombed Iranian

nuclear sites. US President
Donald Trump hailed the
strikes as a "spectacular"
success that "obliterated"
Iran's nuclear programme.
But media reports in the
US, citing intelligence
assessments, suggest the
campaign was only par-
tially successful, with just
one of the three Iranian
nuclear sites - the Fordow
facility - reportedly
destroyed. In an interview
broadcast, Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian said Tehran
was committed to continu-
ing its nuclear programme
for peaceful purposes, and
that his country is pre-
pared for any future war
that Israel might wage
against it. He added that
he was not optimistic
about the ceasefire
between the countries. —
Aljazeera

Iranian copter confronts US warship
approaching territorial waters

BEIJING (AFP): Chinese
President Xi Jinping said
China and the EU must
deepen trust in a turbulent
world but the bloc's chiefs
called for "real solutions"
to move past an inflection
point as they met in
Beijing. China's leadership
has sought to draw the
European Union closer as it
positions itself as a more
reliable partner than the
United States and a bedrock
of stability in a troubled
world.

But the EU has made
clear it will confront deep
divisions over trade, fears
that cheap, subsidised
Chinese goods could over-
whelm European markets
and Beijing's tacit support
for Russia's war against
Ukraine. Though nominally
intended to celebrate 50
years of diplomatic ties, the
long list of grievances set
the stage for a contentious
summit. Welcoming EU
Commission head Ursula
von der Leyen and
European Council chief
Antonio Costa at Beijing's
ornate Great Hall of the
People, Xi said "the more
severe and complex the

international situation is,
the more important it is for
China and the EU to
strengthen communication,
increase mutual trust and
deepen cooperation". In that
context of that turmoil, Xi
said, Chinese and European
leaders must "make correct
strategic choices that meet
the expectations of the peo-
ple and stand the test of his-
tory".

In response, von der
Leyen said "it is vital for
China and Europe to
acknowledge our respec-
tive concerns and come for-
ward with real solutions".
Ties had reached an "inflec-
tion point", she warned.
Costa also stressed to the
Chinese leader that the bloc
wanted to see "concrete
progress on issues related
to trade and the economy,
and we both want our rela-
tionship to be... mutually
beneficial".

Brussels has acknowl-
edged the talks between its
top bosses and Chinese
President Xi and Premier Li
Qiang may be tense. "We
know that we don't see eye
to eye with China on many
issues," a senior EU official

told AFP last week. "But
we believe that it is essen-
tial to have this kind of very
direct and open and con-
structive conversation sit-
ting at the table at the high-
est level." Top of the agen-
da for the EU is the yawn-
ing trade deficit with China
that stood at around $360
billion last year and which
von der Leyen has
described as "unsustain-
able".

Beijing has dismissed
those concerns, insisting
that Brussels must "rebal-
ance its mentality", not its
economic ties with China.
Von der Leyen has also said
Brussels will demand that
China eases market access
for European companies
and loosens export controls
on strategically crucial rare
earths. The EU has imposed
hefty tariffs on electric
vehicles imported from
China, arguing that
Beijing's industrial subsi-
dies unfairly undercut
European competitors.

China has rebuffed that
claim and announced what
were widely seen as retalia-
tory probes into imported
European pork, brandy and

dairy products. A second
key source of friction is
Russia's war in Ukraine --
Brussels says China's deep-
ening political and econom-
ic relations with Russia
since the 2022 invasion rep-
resent tacit support for
Moscow that have helped its
economy weather sweeping
Western sanctions. Meeting
Xi, Costa urged China to
"use its influence" on Russia
to help end Moscow's "war
of aggression". Last week,
the bloc adopted a new
package of sanctions on
Russia over the war --
including on two Chinese
banks, leading Beijing's
commerce minister to issue
"solemn representations" to
his EU counterpart. "This is
a core issue for Europe," the
senior EU official said. "We
know that Chinese compa-
nies supply around 80 per-
cent of the dual-use goods to
the war," they said, referring
to goods with nominally
civilian uses but which can
also have military applica-
tions. "We're not naive.
We're not asking China to
cut relations, but to step up
the customs and financial
controls." 

Xi says China, EU must deepen trust
but bloc chief urges ‘real solutions’

BOSTON (AP): More than
120 cases, including some
for assault on family mem-
bers and police, were dis-
missed in Boston, the latest
fallout from a monthslong
dispute over pay that has
led public defenders to stop
taking new clients.

At a mostly empty court-
room, Boston Municipal
Court Chief Justice Tracy-
Lee Lyons invoked the
Lavallee protocol in dis-
missing case after case. It
requires cases be dropped if
a defendant hasn't had an
attorney for 45 days and
released from custody if
they haven't had one for
seven days. This was the
first time it was invoked to
drop cases, while suspects
in custody have been
released in recent weeks.
Most were for minor crimes
like shoplifting, drug pos-
session and motor vehicle
violations.

But several involved
cases of assault on police
officers and domestic vio-
lence. One suspect alleged-
ly punched his pregnant
girlfriend in the stomach
and slapped her in the face.
Another case involved a
woman who was allegedly
assaulted by the father of
her child, who threatened to
kill her and tried to strangle
her. A third case involved a
suspect who allegedly hit a
police officer and threated
to shoot him. 

The judge, repeatedly
invoking the Lavallee pro-

tocol, dismissed almost all
of the cases after being con-
vinced public defenders
had made a good-faith
effort to find the defendants
an attorney. No defendants
were in court to hear their
cases being dismissed.
"This case will be dis-
missed without prejudice,"
Lyons said repeatedly, not-
ing that all fines and fees
would be waived.
Prosecutors unsuccessfully
objected to the dismissal of
many of the cases, especial-
ly the most serious being
dismissed. "The case dis-
missals today, with many
more expected in coming
days and weeks, present a
clear and continuing threat
to public safety," James
Borghesani, a spokesperson
for the Suffolk County dis-
trict attorney's office, said
in a statement. They vowed
to re-prosecute all the
cases.

"Our prosecutors and
victim witness advocates
are working extremely hard
to keep victims and other
impacted persons updated
on what's happening with
their cases," he continued.
"These are difficult conver-
sations. We remain hopeful
that a structural solution
will be found to address the
causal issues here and pre-
vent any repeat."
Democratic Gov. Maura
Healey, speaking to
reporters in Fall River, said
the situation needed to be
resolved. "This is a public

safety issue and also a due
process issue as people
need representation," she
said. "I know the parties are
talking. They have got to
find a way to work this out.
We need lawyers in court ...
and certainly they need to
be paid fairly."

Public defenders, who
argue they are the lowest
paid in New England,
launched a work stoppage
at the end of May in hopes
of pressuring the legislature
to increase their hourly pay.
The state agency represent-
ing public defenders had
proposed a pay increase
from $65 an hour to $73 an
hour over the next two fis-
cal years for lawyers in dis-
trict court, an increase from
$85 an hour to $105 an
hour for lawyers in
Superior Court and $120 an
hour to $150 an hour for
lawyers handling murder
cases. But the 2026 fiscal
year budget of $60.9 billion
signed early this month by
Healey didn't include any
increase. "The dismissal of
cases today under the
Lavallee protocols is what
needs to be done for those
individuals charged with
crimes but with no lawyer
to vindicate their constitu-
tion rights," said Shira
Diner, a lecturer at the
Boston University School
of Law and the immediate
past president of the
Massachusetts Association
of Criminal Defense
Lawyers.

Charges dropped against
more than 120 defendants

THE HAGUE: The United
Nations’ highest court has
said that countries must
meet their climate obliga-
tions – and that failing to do
so could violate interna-
tional law, potentially
opening the door for affect-
ed nations to seek repara-
tions in future legal cases.

In a groundbreaking
advisory opinion delivered
at the Peace Palace in The
Hague, the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) said
states must act urgently to
address the “existential
threat” of climate change
by cooperating to cut emis-
sions, following through on
global climate agreements,
and protecting vulnerable
populations and ecosys-
tems from harm. Reading
the opinion, ICJ President
Yuji Iwasawa said that
greenhouse gas emissions
are “unequivocally caused
by human activities” and
have cross-border effects.

“Failure of a state to take
appropriate action to pro-
tect the climate system …
may constitute an interna-
tionally wrongful act,”
Iwasawa said. He called the
climate crisis “an existen-

tial problem of planetary
proportions that imperils all
forms of life and the very
health of our planet”.
Notably, the court said a
“clean, healthy and sustain-
able environment” is a
human right. That paves the
way for other legal actions,
including states returning to
the ICJ to hold each other
to account as well as
domestic lawsuits.

While the ICJ’s ruling is
not binding, it said that
countries themselves have
an obligation to take bind-
ing measures to comply
with climate treaties. But
crucially, the ICJ said
industrialised nations have
a legal obligation to take
the lead in combating cli-
mate change, due to their
greater historical responsi-
bility for emissions. The
judges also affirmed that
countries that signed the
2015 Paris Agreement must
ensure their nationally
determined contributions
(NDCs), their individual
national climate plans, are
“progressive” and reflect
the “highest possible ambi-
tion,” in line with the
treaty’s aim to limit global

temperature rise to 1.5
degrees Celsius (2.7
degrees Fahrenheit).

The opinion was immedi-
ately welcomed by environ-
mental groups. Oxfam cli-
mate change policy lead
Nafkote Dabi said: “This
ruling elevates national cli-
mate commitments every-
where by confirming that
countries must reduce emis-
sions enough to protect the
universal rights to life, food,
health and a clean environ-
ment. “All countries, partic-
ularly rich ones, now have
to cut their emissions faster
and phase out fossil fuels.
Rich countries have to
increase their financing to
Global South countries to
help them reduce emissions
and protect their people
from past and future harm.
This is not a wish list – it is
international law.”

Danilo Garrido, legal
counsel at Greenpeace
International, said the opin-
ion marked the “start of a
new era of climate accounta-
bility at a global level”. “The
message of the court is clear:
the production, consumption
and granting of licences and
subsidies for fossil fuels

could be breaches of interna-
tional law,” he said.
“Polluters must stop emit-
ting and must pay for the
harms they have caused.”

After years of lobbying
by vulnerable island nations
fearing they could be sub-
merged under rising sea
waters, the United Nations
General Assembly asked the
ICJ in 2023 for an advisory
opinion, a nonbinding but
important basis for interna-
tional obligations. The land-
mark opinion of the 15
judges of the ICJ – who all
voted unanimously in
favour of the opinion – will
carry legal and political
weight and is likely to deter-
mine the course of future
climate action across the
world, including whether
polluters should be made to
pay for their actions.

Judges waded through
tens of thousands of pages
of written submissions and
heard two weeks of oral
arguments during the ICJ’s
biggest-ever case, as they
sought to pull together dif-
ferent strands of environ-
mental law into a definitive
international standard. —
Aljazeera

In landmark opinion, UN court says
climate change an ‘existential threat’

RIYADH: A Saudi delega-
tion visiting Damascus
inked investment and part-
nership deals valued at $5
billion to help rebuild war-
battered Syria, the
Kingdom announced.

The delegation of some
150 investors and represen-
tatives of the Saudi public
and private sectors, led by
Investment Minister Khalid
Al-Falih, attended a forum
in Damascus. “The
announced investments,
valued at SR19 billion
(about $5 billion), span
vital and strategic sectors,
including real estate, infra-
structure, communications
and IT, transportation and
logistics, industry, tourism,
energy, trade” and more, a
statement from the
Investment Ministry said.

On Tuesday, the ministry
had said the Damascus
forum aimed to “explore
cooperation opportunities
and sign agreements that
enhance sustainable devel-
opment and serve the inter-
ests of the two brotherly
peoples”. The Saudi dele-
gation’s visit underscores
the Kingdom’s growing
support for Syria’s econom-
ic recovery and reconstruc-
tion efforts.

As part of the visit, Al-
Falih and Syrian Economy
Minister Mohammed Nidal
Al-Shaar inaugurated the
Fayhaa White Cement
Factory in Adra Industrial
City, the first of its kind in
Syria. Backed by a $20 mil-
lion investment from Saudi
Arabia’s Northern Region
Cement Co., the plant is set
to produce high-grade
white cement while creat-
ing 130 direct jobs and
more than 1,000 indirect
employment opportunities.

“The launch of this proj-
ect reflects our commit-
ment to Syria’s reconstruc-
tion and to opening new
avenues for regional invest-
ment,” said Obaid Al-
Sobiei, CEO of Northern

Region Cement. The
Kingdom will also fund the
construction of Al-Jawhara
Tower, a 32-storey sky-
scraper in the center of the
Syrian capital, Damascus.

Spanning 25,000 sq.
meters with an estimated
cost exceeding $100 mil-
lion, the project marks one
of the most significant
Saudi investments in Syria.
In April, Saudi Arabia and
Qatar announced a joint ini-
tiative to settle Syria’s $15
million debt to the World
Bank as part of broader
efforts to support the finan-
cial recovery of the war-
torn nation.

Last month, Al-Falih
conducted a virtual meeting
with Syrian Economy
Minister Mohammad Al-
Shaar, and discussed oppor-
tunities for collaboration in
both public and private sec-
tors. The Syrian govern-
ment this month also
amended the country’s
investment law, in a move
that is expected to support
more domestic and foreign
investment.

During a visit by a Saudi
delegation last week, Al-
Shaar said that the new law
provides an attractive legal
environment that promotes
the entry of capital, SANA
reported. The law will sup-
port the investment process
and enhance the role of the
private sector in reconstruc-
tion and economic develop-
ment, the minister added. 

According to official
data from Saudi Arabia’s
General Authority for
Statistics, Syria was the
Kingdom’s 53rd largest
export destination in April,
with non-oil exports rising
by 153.3? percent year on
year to reach SR81.9?mil-
lion. These exports are
composed primarily of
plastics and rubber prod-
ucts, making up 33 percent,
26 percent plant products,
and 14 percent prepared
foodstuffs, beverages, and

tobacco.
The remaining exports

comprise a variety of chem-
ical products, articles made
from stone, cement, ceram-
ics, and glass, reflecting the
expanding diversity of
trade flows. On the import
side, Syria ranked 60th
among countries supplying
goods to Saudi Arabia, with
imports totaling SR78.5
million in April, represent-
ing a sharp 149.7 percent
year-over-year increase.

The bulk of these ship-
ments consists of animal
and plant products, edible
oils and fats, and processed
food and beverages, indi-
cating Syria’s agricultural
and agri-food sector’s
growing relevance to the
Saudi market. This recent
growth in trade volumes
follows the rapid evolution
of political dynamics
between Riyadh and
Damascus. In May 2024,
the Kingdom formally
reopened its embassy in
Syria after a 12-year rup-
ture following the outbreak
of the Syrian conflict in
2011.

Saudi Arabia does not
export oil to the country
primarily because of the
comprehensive sanctions
regime imposed on the
Syrian government follow-
ing the outbreak of the civil
war in 2011. While Syria
once produced and export-
ed substantial quantities of
oil, the war and sanctions
effectively eliminated its
export capacity after late
2011.

Today, production
remains constrained, and
Syria relies heavily on
imports, particularly from
Iran, to meet its domestic
demand. The trade figures
reported by GASTAT, while
still modest in comparison
to the Kingdom’s broader
trade profile, are significant
in light of where bilateral
relations stood just two
years ago. — Arab News

$5b deals signed
by Saudi Arabia to
help rebuild Syria

2 dead, homes
burn in massive
Cyprus wildfire

NICOSIA (Reuters): Two
people were killed and hun-
dreds evacuated as a mas-
sive wildfire tore through
southern Cyprus, destroy-
ing homes and threatening
communities amid an
intense heatwave.
Firefighters were strug-
gling to contain the blaze
after it erupted in moun-
tainous terrain north of the
southern city of Limassol
midday, driven by strong
winds and searing tempera-
tures.

Overnight, two people
were found dead in a
burned-out vehicle, while
authorities continued to
struggle to evacuate people
trapped in the village of
Lofou, about 26 kilometres
(16 miles) from Limassol.
"The situation is very diffi-
cult and the fire front is
huge. All forces have been
mobilised," Cypriot
President Nikos
Christodoulides told
reporters from the scene
earlier. Temperatures on the
island reached 43 degrees
Centigrade (109.4
Fahrenheit), triggering an
amber weather alert.
Conditions are expected to
worsen, with highs forecast
to hit 44 degrees - the
hottest day of the year so
far.

Firefighting aircraft
were expected to be rede-
ployed at first light after
darkness forced a pause.
Homes were burning in the
Souni-Zanakia communi-
ties, the fire brigade said.
Cyprus has requested help
through the European
Union's civil protection
mechanism, with Spain
expected to send two air-
craft, government
spokesperson Konstantinos
Letymbiotis said. Jordan
has also pledged assistance.
Cyprus has struggled with a
protracted drought, pushing
scarce water resources to
critically low levels. The
affected area sits just north
of Cyprus's Kouris reser-
voir, the island's largest. It
was at just 15.5% of its
capacity.

Women win
right to sue

Qatar Airways
SYDNEY (Reuters): Five
Australian women who say
they were pulled from a
Qatar Airways flight by
armed guards and strip-
searched have won the right
to sue the airline, after a
court overturned an earlier
decision to throw out the
case.

Women on 10 Qatar
Airways flights, including
13 Australians, were subject-
ed to invasive examinations
to see if they had recently
given birth after a newborn
baby was found abandoned
at Doha's Hamad Airport in
October 2020. The incident
made headlines around the
world, sparked outrage in
Australia and strained diplo-
matic ties with Qatar.

Agroup of five women on
a Sydney-bound flight
launched legal proceedings
in 2022 against Qatar
Airways, the operator of
Doha Airport MATAR, and
Qatar's Civil Aviation
Authority. They brought
claims under the Montreal
Convention, which covers
airline liability, as well as
negligence, assault and false
imprisonment. The women
sought damages for the
impact on their mental
health, including depression
and post-traumatic stress dis-
order, stemming from the
"unlawful physical contact".

After being escorted off
their flight by armed Qatari
authorities, some women
claimed they were made to
take off their underwear and
subjected to non-consensual
gynaecological inspections
by a nurse in ambulances on
the tarmac. Federal Court
Justice John Halley dis-
missed the claims against
Qatar Airways last year,
finding they had no reason-
able prospect of success, and
that Qatar's Civil Aviation
Authority amounted to a for-
eign state immune from
Australian law. The full
Federal Court overturned the
ruling on Qatar Airways say-
ing the issue was too com-
plex to be dismissed sum-
marily.

"Whether or not the
claims come within the
scope of (the Montreal
Convention) is a matter of
some complexity," the
summary judgment said.
"It is therefore not an issue
apt to be decided at the
stage of summary dis-
missal." The judgement
allows the women to con-
tinue their lawsuit against
Qatar Airways and
MATAR. Both companies
were ordered to pay the
costs of the appeal.

GAZA CITY: Palestinian boy Mosab al-Debs, 14, who is malnourished according to medics, lies on a
bed at al-Shifa Hospital.
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Navigating
challenges in

Sino-US
trade ties

H
EAD-OF-STATE diplomacy has
provided crucial guidance for the
development of Sino-US relations.

It was the telephone talks between
President Xi Jinping and his US counter-
part on June 5 that enabled the two coun-
tries to keep their trade relations on the
right track through their talks in London
along with other efforts.

China has been faithfully implementing
its part of the outcomes from the framework
reached during the London talks. This has
laid a foundation for their talks in
Stockholm from Sunday to Wednesday.

Nonetheless, optimism should be tem-
pered. After making initial progress in their
negotiations in Geneva and London, the
talks in the Swedish capital are likely to
address some tough nuts. Not to mention the
US has threatened to impose so-called "sec-
ondary sanctions" on economies trading
with Russia citing the Ukraine crisis. The
US also claims to have reached deals with
some economies that reportedly contain
China-targeted clauses, in an apparent bid to
provide itself with more leverages in future
trade talks with China.

These issues might not be avoidable in the
Stockholm talks, but they must not be
impassable barriers if the two sides are to
move forward toward the common goal of
straightening out their economic and trade
relations.

To create the necessary conditions to
ensure the forthcoming talks remain solu-
tion-oriented, the two negotiating teams
should implement the common understand-
ing the two leaders have reached, which is
necessary to guarantee their discussions
focus on what really matters in their eco-
nomic and trade relations.

As President Xi pointed out in his talks
with US President Donald Trump last
month, for the smooth sailing of China-US
relations it is particularly important that the
two sides steer clear of disturbances and dis-
ruptions.

Since the two countries have made some
progress in their previous talks, they should
continue to make good use of the economic
and trade consultation mechanism already in
place, and seek win-win results in the spirit
of equality and respect for each other's con-
cerns, as agreed by the two leaders.

China has always focused on doing its
own things well in its quest for high-quality
development, high-standard opening-up and
innovation-driven growth.

That also provides new opportunities for
foreign companies and investors, including
those from the US. A recent report by the
US-China Business Council suggests that 82
percent of US companies in China reported
making a profit last year, underscoring the
common interests and potential for coopera-
tion that exist between the two countries.

That the country's total goods imports and
exports in yuan-denominated terms rose to
21.79 trillion yuan ($3.05 trillion) in the first
half of 2025, up 2.9 percent year-on-year
despite the overall world trade being lack-
luster clearly shows that China is enhancing
its capability to resist the headwinds of pro-
tectionism and unilateralism.

So in the process of recalibrating bilateral
trade relations, the US side should rational-
ly view China's development, and recognize
the cooperative nature of bilateral relations.
It should meet China halfway in that direc-
tion in the negotiations.

To that end, more efforts should be made
to guard against the potential disruptions
that may pop up from time to time to prevent
them from derailing the mutually beneficial
cooperation between the two countries.

China is sincere and principled about its
cooperation with the US, and it always hon-
ors and delivers what has been promised.

For the overall benefit of Sino-US ties,
both sides should make good on the agree-
ments reached in Geneva and London, and
carry on the practical momentum by enhanc-
ing communication in such fields as foreign
affairs, economy and trade, and law enforce-
ment to consolidate the consensus, clear up
misunderstandings, and strengthen
collaboration.

I
N 2015, the land-
mark Paris climate
agreement set the

ambitious but necessary
goal of limiting global
warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-
industrial levels, and
ensuring that the
increase stays “well
below” 2 C. With the
average global surface
temperature having
already reached 1.1 C
above the 20th-century
baseline, time is run-
ning out to reach this
goal. Yet governments
so far have failed to
agree on a strategy for
doing so.

At the 62nd session of
the UN Climate Change
Subsidiary Bodies
(SB62) in Bonn last
month — the negotia-
tions intended to lay the
groundwork for
November’s UN Climate
Change Conference in
Brazil — countries got so
hung up on the details of
the agenda that little
progress was made. Such
delays have long charac-
terized the UN
Framework Convention
on Climate Change, but
they are at odds with sci-
entific reality, which
demands rapid and uni-
fied action.

Building consensus is,
thus, a key challenge fac-
ing Brazil’s COP30 pres-
idency. The task ahead is
formidable not only
because of the challenges
inherent in the UNFCCC
process, but also because
four interconnected glob-
al developments are
undermining trust and
impeding multilateral
cooperation.

First, the global-gov-
ernance architecture,
with the UN at its core, is
showing signs of disar-
ray. 

Institutions that were
designed to nurture and
facilitate cooperation are
increasingly hamstrung
by bureaucratic inertia
and outdated organiza-
tional structures. With
reform efforts grid-

locked, the UN system
risks losing its relevance,
and multilateralism its
credibility.

Second, the rise of
transactional diplomacy
has meant countries pri-
oritize their own short-
term interests over col-
lective long-term needs.
This approach, based on
a narrow conception of
national interest, effec-
tively precludes broad-
based cooperation, as it
erodes the norms that
have traditionally under-
pinned international
engagement.

Third, compromise is
increasingly being reject-
ed in favor of “realism,”
leading to extreme polar-
ization and entrenched
negotiating positions.
Multilateral negotiations
frequently come down to
the wire, and the results
are often disappointing,
further encouraging
transactional engagement
at the expense of cooper-
ation and compromise.

Finally, climate
change is increasingly
taking a back seat to
other challenges, with
armed conflicts, a global
trade slowdown, intensi-
fying growth headwinds,
and record debt levels

consuming countries’
political attention, diplo-
matic space, and finan-
cial resources.

Brazil clearly has its
work cut out. Above all,
it must resist the tenden-
cy for COP presidencies
to emphasize fresh agree-
ments and ambitious
commitments — the kind
that grab headlines and
make the negotiations
look like a smashing suc-
cess, but often fall short
when the hard work of
implementation begins.
Brazil’s COP30 presi-
dency must eschew
flashy results in favor of
pragmatic pathways to
deliver on past commit-
ments.

Fortunately, Brazil
recognizes this. Its fourth
letter to the international
community outlines an
action agenda aimed at
making progress on what
the world has “already
collectively agreed” dur-
ing previous COPs and in
the Paris climate agree-
ment. Specifically, the
agenda seeks to leverage
existing initiatives to
complete the implemen-
tation of the first “global
stocktake” under the
Paris agreement, which
was concluded at
COP28.

This focus on previ-
ously agreed outcomes is
well-suited to the current
geopolitical context, in
which any agreement can
be difficult to reach.
Representatives at the
SB62 in Bonn did not
achieve a consensus, and
last month’s G7 summit
failed to deliver a joint
communique. Rather
than perpetuating stale-
mates, the action agenda
invites stakeholders to
make progress where
agreement already exists.

The agenda also charts
the way forward. It is
organized into six the-
matic “axes,” including
stewarding forests,
oceans, and biodiversity;
transforming agriculture
and food systems; and
building resilience for

cities, infrastructure, and
water. “Unleashing
enablers and accelera-
tors” in finance, technol-
ogy, and capacity-build-
ing — the final, cross-
cutting axis — will
accelerate implementa-
tion at scale.

Since responsibility
for the implementation
and governance of cli-
mate policy is distributed
among many actors —
which must have some
level of trust that others
are doing their part —
the agenda also establish-
es “transparency, moni-
toring, and accountabili-
ty” as top priorities. To
this end, Brazil’s COP30
presidency should seek
to deliver a set of shared
principles and supportive
mechanisms.

As COP30 special
envoys, we extend our
full support to the action
agenda. By emphasizing
consolidation, rather than
spectacle, Brazil is set-
ting the stage for a high-
ly productive COP30 —
one focused on bridging
divides, building trust,
and delivering genuine
progress. The task ahead
is daunting, but the
chance to rebuild
momentum is real.

COP30 must
make good on
past climate

pledges
Jacinda Ardern, Carlos Lopes, and Laurence

Tubiana

T
HE Jeffrey Epstein
morass surrounding
President Donald

Trump is deepening amid
growing defiance by some
Republicans and despite
the administration’s most
inflammatory attempt yet
at distraction.

New reports Wednesday
that Attorney General Pam
Bondi told Trump in May
that his name appeared in
documents related to the
case of Epstein, an accused
sex trafficker, offered a
plausible explanation for the
president’s growing fury
over the drama.

They will fuel accusa-
tions of a cover-up since the
administration has refused
to release the files.

And although there is no
evidence that Trump was
involved in any wrongdoing
or that he knew of Epstein’s
criminal activities when
they ran in the same social
circle decades ago, there is
bound to be intense specula-
tion about the nature of
mentions about the presi-
dent in the investigative
files.

The storm is also intensi-
fying in Congress.

A vote in the House
Oversight Committee to
subpoena the Department of
Justice for files related to
Epstein worsened Trump’s
political headache, since it
revealed the appetite for
more disclosure among
some MAGA Republicans.
The GOP-majority commit-
tee also voted to subpoena
testimony from Epstein’s
accomplice Ghislaine
Maxwell, who is serving a
20-year prison term.

Trump responded to the
ballooning crisis with the
oldest trick in his political
book, pushing a conspiracy
theory against Barack
Obama — a decade and a
half after his false claims
about the 44th president’s
birthplace electrified his
coalition and political
career. He enlisted the top
US intelligence official,
Tulsi Gabbard, who mis-
leadingly claimed in a the-
atrical White House appear-
ance that Obama’s handling
of Russian election med-
dling in 2016 amounted to a
coup to destroy Trump’s
first presidency, a day after
her boss accused his prede-
cessor of treason.

There is no evidence that
Trump did anything wrong
or illegal in his interactions
with Epstein. But days of
stalling by the White House
and new disclosures drove
speculation to a fever pitch
over their relationship in the
1990s and early 2000s, long
before the wealthy financier
was charged with sex traf-
ficking and abuse and died
in prison in 2019.

The frantic confluence of
events Wednesday under-
scored Trump’s failed
attempts to put a lid on the
Epstein drama, the most
serious challenge to his
authority over the MAGA
base in either of his admin-
istrations. In fact, the storm
is now gathering its own
momentum, and it’s increas-
ingly hard to see how the
president calms it.

The controversy is over-
shadowing Trump’s recent
political successes, includ-
ing trade deals he
announced with Japan and
the Philippines and recent
legal victories enabling a
key goal: the gutting of
swaths of the federal gov-
ernment. And it’s outracing
House Speaker Mike
Johnson’s attempts to con-
tain it. Among develop-
ments on Wednesday with
the greatest capacity to dam-
age Trump politically were
revelations that Bondi
warned him in May that his
name appeared in docu-
ments related to the Epstein
case.

The conversation, which
also included Deputy
Attorney General Todd
Blanche, was characterized
by two White House offi-
cials as a “routine briefing”
that covered the scope of the
Justice Department’s find-
ings. Trump’s name appear-
ing in the files, they said,

was not the sole focus of the
discussions. Bondi also told
Trump that several other
high-profile figures were
mentioned. She also briefed
that investigators did not
find evidence of an Epstein
client list or that suicide was
not his cause of death —
two key elements of a
MAGA conspiracy.

Simply being mentioned
along with hundreds of oth-
ers in documents does not
imply wrongdoing by the
president. And White House
communications director
Steven Cheung said in a
statement to CNN that
Trump had kicked Epstein
out of his Mar-a-Lago club
because he regarded Epstein
as a “creep.”

Still, details of Bondi’s
briefing, first reported by
the Wall Street Journal,
offered new context about
the political controversy that
erupted over the Epstein
files, since it took place
three months after Bondi
raised huge expectations for
disclosure by telling Fox in
February that she had
Epstein’s client list sitting
on her desk.

It’s hardly a surprise that
Trump was mentioned in the
Epstein files, since his for-
mer friendship with the dis-
graced financier was well
known. The men were pic-
tured together on multiple
occasions. And Trump’s
name was included in flight
logs of Epstein’s plane that
were among documents
released by Bondi earlier
this year in a political stunt
meant to reward conserva-
tive bloggers.

But Wednesday’s revela-
tions are politically difficult
for Trump since they will
renew speculation that the
administration’s refusal to
release Epstein documents,
as his top aides promised on
the campaign trail, is moti-
vated by an attempt at a
cover-up.

Now that it is established
that Trump’s name is in the
documents, speculation will
go into overdrive on the
nature of the mentions and
whether they add to the pub-
lic knowledge of Trump’s
ties to Epstein and whether
he knew anything about the
offenses with which the fin-
ancier was later charged.
Again, this does not imply
Trump himself did some-
thing wrong. But since he’s
the sitting president, the
focus on him and his han-
dling of the Epstein matter
in government will be
intense.

This is especially the case
since Bondi and Kash Patel,
who now heads the FBI, had
vehemently demanded the
release of Epstein docu-
ments before finding them-
selves on the other side of
the conspiracy theory they
had puffed up when they
took top jobs. Their agen-
cies issued a joint statement
earlier this month saying
that there was no evidence
of a client list or to support
the conspiracy theory that
Epstein was murdered.

But the pattern of incon-
sistencies and denials that
typically fuel Washington’s
scandal machine are piling
up. Trump, for instance,
appeared to deny this month
that Bondi had told him his
name was in the Epstein
files, which he then claimed
were made up by Obama
and fired former FBI
Director James Comey.

Ironically, the growing
clamor is a test case of why
grand jury material and
other documents are typical-
ly sealed. That’s partly out
of a need to protect the rep-
utations of people — includ-
ing witnesses, victims and
blameless third parties —
who are identified during an
investigation but are not
charged with any offenses.

But the MAGA move-
ment is obsessed with con-
spiracy theories and has a
bedrock belief that
Washington is run by a
cabal of “deep state” elites
who suppress the truth. This
tempted Trump, Bondi and
other officials to tap into the

political well and to promise
the release of previously
sealed information on
famous cases also including
the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy.

When the administration
then refused to make public
all the evidence about
Epstein, top officials looked
like they’d become avatars
of the deep state they once
decried.

As anger built in the
MAGA base, the Justice
Department launched an
effort to get court permis-
sion to unseal grand jury
testimony in the case. But a
federal judge in Florida on
Wednesday ruled against the
release of material that rep-
resents only a small portion
of the thousands of docu-
ments in the Epstein case
file. The DOJ move is a
legal long shot, but it may
still serve the purpose of
building political cover for
the administration as sup-
porters demand more trans-
parency.

Trump’s growing night-
mare was exacerbated in a
rare show of defiance by
Republicans in Congress on
Wednesday.

A subcommittee of the
House Oversight
Committee voted 8-2 to
subpoena the Department of
Justice to release files relat-
ed to Epstein. Republican
Reps. Nancy Mace, Scott
Perry and Brian Jack joined
with Democrats in a revolt
against Johnson’s leader-
ship.

House Oversight
Committee Chair James
Comer, meanwhile, subpoe-
naed Maxwell, a day after
Blanche, Trump’s former
personal lawyer, announced
that he’d meet with her to
see if she has more informa-
tion on Epstein’s offenses.
Blanche’s move raised
alarms because Trump, with
his pardon power, could
commute her sentence or
pardon her, suggesting an
incentive for Maxwell to
offer testimony that might
help him. CNN’s Kaitlan
Collins, citing a people
familiar with the plan,
reported that the meeting is
expected to take place on
Thursday at the US attor-
ney’s office in Tallahassee.

The actions of the
Oversight Committee sug-
gested there is genuine
desire for more accountabil-
ity among some
Republicans despite the
possibility that it could
inflict political damage on
the president. This suggests
that any hopes harbored by
Trump and Johnson that the
furor might abate over the
summer recess will prove to
be ill-founded.

Johnson has accused
Democrats of playing politi-
cal games over Epstein,
since the documents they
now want released were not
made public during the
Biden administration. And
he denied that his attempt to
shut down House votes on
the matter before September
meant he was losing control
of his conference.

“No one in Congress is
blocking Epstein docu-
ments. No one in Congress
is doing that,” the speaker
said Wednesday. “What
we’re doing here,
Republicans are preventing
Democrats from making a
mockery of the Rules
Committee process because
we refuse to engage in their
political charade.”

But Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer
taunted Johnson, accusing
him of “skedaddling out of
town early.” The New York
Democrat added, “If the
speaker thinks he can make
the Epstein escapade disap-
pear by sending folks home
early, he’s got another thing
coming.”

The looming political
question is whether fury
over the Epstein saga
among prominent MAGA
media figures and influ-
encers is mirrored more
broadly in Trump’s base.
Summer recess town halls
involving GOP members

could begin to answer that
question. A Quinnipiac poll
released on July 16 showed
splits on the issue. While
40% of Republicans backed
how Trump was handling
the issue, 36% disapproved.
But a CBS/YouGov poll
Sunday showed that only
11% of Republicans said
Epstein-related issues mat-
ter a lot to how they evalu-
ate Trump’s presidency.

Trump has responded to
the building Epstein scandal
with increasingly heated
attempts to distract attention
and to provide alternative
programing for the conser-
vative media universe.

Gabbard’s appearance in
the White House briefing
room on Wednesday repre-
sented the most striking
effort yet to weaponize ele-
ments of the federal govern-
ment to advance Trump’s
personal political aims.

The director of national
intelligence declassified a
highly sensitive congres-
sional report written by
Republicans in the first
Trump presidency to bolster
her claim that the Obama
team plotted to ruin her
boss’s first administration
with its investigations and
public statements on
Russian election meddling.

“The evidence that we
have found and that we have
released directly point to
President Obama leading
the manufacturing of this
intelligence assessment,”
Gabbard said. She focused
in particular on the report’s
conclusion that an intelli-
gence community finding
that Russian President
Vladimir Putin developed a
preference for Trump in
2016 and wanted to help
him win was based on poor
sourcing.

“They knew it would
promote this contrived nar-
rative that Russia interfered
in the 2016 election to help
President Trump win, sell-
ing it to the American peo-
ple as though it were true,”
Gabbard said.

While there was a debate
among intelligence analysts
about Putin’s intent,
Gabbard’s presentation rep-
resented an attempt to cher-
ry-pick evidence that is not
reflected in other congres-
sional and government
assessments of Russian
election meddling.

The overwhelming con-
sensus in Washington,
including from a report
released in 2020 by the
Senate Intelligence
Committee on which
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio served, is that
Russian interfered in the
2016 election to help Trump
win and to hurt Democratic
nominee Hillary Clinton.

The documentation that
Gabbard produced did not
back up Trump’s absurd
claims of treason by Obama
or her own assertion that
there was an orchestrated
plot to discredit Trump.
Democrats accused her of
jeopardizing the safety of
US intelligence sources and
offering valuable informa-
tion to the Russians while
sending a message to assets
that it was not safe to report
politically sensitive infor-
mation.

Even if Obama did some-
thing wrong, Trump’s argu-
ment that he should be in
prison would be undercut,
ironically, by one of his own
famous legal victories. Last
year, the Supreme Court
ruled in a case related to
Trump’s indictment on
charges of election interfer-
ence related to the 2020
election that ex-presidents
enjoy substantial immunity
from prosecution.

The choreographed out-
rage in the White House
briefing room, meanwhile,
showed that the Russian
election-meddling contro-
versy — one of Trump’s
greatest obsessions — is
back and is sowing yet more
division and mistrust among
voters. Gabbard’s decision
to revive it was a reminder
that Putin’s scheme was one
of the highest-yielding, low-
est-cost intelligence opera-
tions in history.

Trump’s Epstein nightmare worsens
amid new revelations and a GOP revolt

Stephen Collinson

Brazil clearly has its work cut out. Above all, it
must resist the tendency for COP presidencies to
emphasize fresh agreements and ambitious com-

mitments — the kind that grab headlines and
make the negotiations look like a smashing suc-
cess, but often fall short when the hard work of
implementation begins. Brazil’s COP30 presi-
dency must eschew flashy results in favor of

pragmatic pathways to deliver on past commit-
ments. Fortunately, Brazil recognizes this. Its
fourth letter to the international community
outlines an action agenda aimed at making

progress on what the world has “already collec-
tively agreed” during previous COPs and in the
Paris climate agreement. Specifically, the agen-
da seeks to leverage existing initiatives to com-

plete the implementation of the first “global
stocktake” under the Paris agreement, which
was concluded at COP28. This focus on previ-

ously agreed outcomes is well-suited to the cur-
rent geopolitical context, in which any agree-

ment can be difficult to reach. Representatives
at the SB62 in Bonn did not achieve a consen-

sus, and last month’s G7 summit failed to deliv-
er a joint communique. Rather than perpetuat-
ing stalemates, the action agenda invites stake-

holders to make progress where agreement
already exists. The agenda also charts the way

forward. It is organized into six thematic
“axes,” including stewarding forests, oceans,

and biodiversity; transforming agriculture and
food systems; and building resilience for cities,
infrastructure, and water. “Unleashing enablers

and accelerators” in finance, technology, and
capacity-building — the final, cross-cutting axis

— will accelerate implementation at scale.
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HERE is a strange
situation in
Lebanon. For

decades, politicians and
their staff have been
permanently present on
the media scene — com-
menting, contesting,
making their clan’s
voice heard, and, in
short, occupying space.
This was true whether
in opposition or govern-
ment. Today, there is a
period of quasi-silence.
This silence indicates a
loss of direction and an
inability to read what is
coming next regionally.

There is another serious
and pressing element that
is changing the equation:
the erosion of security and
the impact of the difficult
situation in the Syrian
Arab Republic. While the
new leadership in Syria
faces a lot of challenges
and risks, the one that
presents the biggest dan-
ger for Lebanon is not the
military clashes between
communities, but the lack
of order and security, a
threat that can easily
spread. Syria’s security
forces are unprepared to
fight crime due to corrup-
tion, fragmented control,
and, as stated, much big-
ger issues than public
safety. This situation cre-
ates great instability for
Lebanon, as organized
crime does not stay within
borders.

As the new president,
Joseph Aoun, came to
power, most Lebanese —
some politicians included
— hoped he would deliv-
er on his promises to
restore sovereignty to the
country. Many imagined
that a negotiated outcome
with Hezbollah was pos-
sible and that soon
Lebanon would be back
to its short-lived
“Switzerland of the
Middle East” model.
Close to seven months
later, the optimists — not
to call them naive —
agree with the cynics of
the first hour that this is
just quixotic.

There was never going
to be, and never will be, a
negotiated outcome with
Hezbollah. We neverthe-
less need to put things
back into perspective.
Aoun came to power after
Israel defeated Hezbollah
using strikes that brought
the Iranian proxy to a
level of vulnerability
never witnessed before.
This extreme weakness,
and the shell-shocked sta-
tus of Hezbollah with the
change of regime in
Syria, made people
believe that this was the
perfect time.

Is it a lost opportunity,
just like what happened in
the 2000s, not taking the
bold step needed and los-
ing the window to make a
real change? No one
knows. Perhaps, despite

years of US support and
financing, the Lebanese
armed forces still do not
represent the stick that
can challenge Hezbollah.
Or perhaps the answer is
simply closer than people
think. There is no doubt
that even if negotiated,
projecting strength would
be a necessity. This does
not exist today.

There is also within
Lebanon an echo of what
we see in Western capi-
tals. We cannot ignore the
protest posters in New
York showing an image of
Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei with a slo-
gan telling people to be
on the right side of histo-
ry. Yet, there are, even in
Lebanon, people who are
puzzled about what
comes next. This is why it
is time to leave the deci-
sion to the people in
Lebanon.

The electoral system for
years has been carved out
by politicians to accom-
modate their deals. They
have been, in a sense,
accomplices of Hezbollah.
It is time to ask the people
what they want. It is time
to put forward two ques-
tions to the people of
Lebanon. The first is: Do
you back the sovereignty
of the country? And the
second question: Do you
prefer a centralized politi-
cal system or a federation?

There also should be a
two-level count — one for
the entire nation and one
for each community. It is
now important to see what
each community needs
and wants for the future.
There is no doubt that, for
example, today the Sunni
community — to which I
belong — expects the
change of regime in Syria
from a pro-Iran to a Sunni
one that is representative
of the majority of the
Syrian population to work
to their advantage in the
long term. In my opinion,
Lebanon’s specificity will
clash with the uniformity
of the Syrian model. This

was true yesterday and
will still be true tomor-
row.

Yet, it is this
entrenched thinking that
needs to be destroyed.
This historical clan setup
has partially been respon-
sible for the ills of the
country. Whether
Hezbollah or the groups
before it, it is the same
cycle. I would like to see
this setup and political
system obliterated. I
believe that federalism
will bring stability to
Lebanon. Yet, perhaps I
am a tiny minority within
the country or my com-
munity. This is why
reverting to the people is
important.

It is also important to
have a view of what each
community needs and
wants. This should be
stated by the people and
not the clan leaders who
have perpetuated the
cycles generation after

generation. If we believe
in the sovereignty and
independence of
Lebanon, we cannot be
influenced by how the
geopolitical shifts affect
our community in the bal-
ance of power. It is con-
tradictory. We need a sys-
tem that gives each citi-
zen within each commu-
nity the capacity to lead a
stable life.

What would be the out-
come of such referen-
dums? How to manage
fragmented results where
a community or a group of
communities vote differ-
ently? What happens if
people vote against the
state? Does this mean that
all communities can arm
themselves again? What if
they vote for sovereignty
— who will execute the
will of the people? There
are many unanswered
questions. Yet the main
objective should be to ini-
tiate a dialogue, or perhaps
accept that, for now,
Lebanon is still a lost
cause. Either way, the peo-
ple will know. And those
who wish to be Don
Quixote can still carry on.

Lost cause? Let the
people of Lebanon

have their say
Khaled Abou Zahr

I
N the midst of
Sudan’s relentless
civil war, children

have increasingly
become the primary
victims of a brutal and
indiscriminate violence
that shows no sign of
abating. In a single
weekend of attacks this
month, at least 24 boys
and 11 girls were
reportedly killed in
communities around
the city of Bara — a
tragic toll that drew
urgent condemnation
from UNICEF and
reignited global con-
cern over the war’s
deepening atrocities.

These children were
not caught in the cross-
fire by accident — they
were targeted in areas of
dense civilian popula-
tion, further proving that
the violence has aban-
doned all pretense of pro-
tecting the innocent. This
devastating incident
stands as a grim symbol
of the horrors that have
engulfed millions of chil-
dren across the nation.
From killings to starva-
tion, from rape to dis-
ease, Sudan’s children
are enduring one of the
most heartbreaking
humanitarian catastro-
phes of the modern era.
The world cannot look
away.

The war in Sudan,
which erupted in April
2023 between the
Sudanese Armed Forces
and the Rapid Support
Forces, has spiraled into
one of the world’s most
catastrophic and underre-
ported crises. What
began as a power strug-
gle between two rival
military factions has
degenerated into a total
collapse of law, order and
human dignity. Now in
its third year, the conflict
has displaced millions,
decimated infrastructure
and created a humanitari-
an vacuum that is being
filled with starvation,
disease and death.

Nowhere is this more
tragically evident than in
the suffering of Sudan’s
children. According to
UNICEF, the number of
children in need of
humanitarian assistance
has doubled since the war
began — from 7.8 mil-
lion to an estimated 15
million. These are not
just numbers. They rep-
resent children who have
been torn from their
homes, orphaned by
shelling, starved by
blockades, denied medi-
cine and robbed of edu-
cation. These are lives
suspended in trauma,
childhoods stolen in real
time, futures endangered
before they ever had a
chance to begin.

The violence against
children is not limited to
bullets and bombs. It is
structural, systemic and
widespread. Malnutrition
rates among children
have soared, with thou-
sands already perishing
from hunger and disease
due to the inability of aid
agencies to reach them.
International relief work-
ers warn that, without
immediate humanitarian
access, tens of thousands
more children in these

regions are at imminent
risk of dying preventable
deaths.

Compounding the hor-
ror is a health crisis spi-
raling out of control.
Disease outbreaks have
flourished in the absence
of functioning clinics and
vaccination programs.
Only 48 percent of
Sudanese children now
receive basic immuniza-
tions — down from over
90 percent before the
war. Diseases like
measles, cholera, malaria
and dengue are spreading
rapidly, particularly in
makeshift camps and
besieged cities where
clean water and medicine
are nonexistent.

The healthcare system,
already fragile before the
conflict, has collapsed
under the weight of vio-
lence, looting and block-
ades. UNICEF warns that
770,000 children will
suffer from severe acute
malnutrition this year
alone, with more than a
million more teetering on
the edge. In some areas,
the malnutrition levels
have reached levels con-
sistent with famine.
Children are not simply
dying from bullets —
they are dying silently
from hunger, from diar-
rhea, from infections that
a $2 vaccine could have
prevented.

And while their bodies
wither, so do their minds
and spirits. The psycho-
logical impact of this war
on children is immeasur-
able. Many have wit-

nessed their parents
killed, their homes
burned, their villages
razed. Rape and sexual
violence are used as
weapons of war, with
horrifying reports emerg-
ing of babies and tod-
dlers being assaulted.
These crimes are com-
mitted with impunity,
often in front of families,
often in communities too
broken or terrified to

respond. The psychologi-
cal trauma of such expe-
riences will not end with
the war — it will ripple
into the next generation,
planting seeds of pain,
rage and loss that may
take decades to heal.

There is also an educa-
tional catastrophe
unfolding in parallel.
More than 17 million
children in Sudan are
now out of school. That
means an entire genera-
tion — already trauma-
tized by war, hunger and
displacement — is also
being denied the single
most powerful tool for
recovery: education.

Countless schools
have been destroyed,
looted or repurposed as
shelters and military
bases. Teachers have
fled. Textbooks are gone.
In many conflict zones,
attending class is no
longer possible — or
safe. What does the
future look like for a
nation in which millions
of children are growing
up illiterate, uneducated
and deeply scarred by
war? It looks like perpet-
ual conflict. It looks like
generational poverty. It
looks like the complete
unraveling of a nation’s
social fabric.

No child should ever
be subjected to such hor-
rors. No child should
have to grow up sur-
rounded by corpses, star-
vation, gunfire and fear.
Childhood is supposed to
be a time of play, learn-
ing, curiosity and growth

— not of trauma, terror
and survival. The longer
this crisis continues, the
more children will be
permanently damaged —
physically, mentally,
emotionally and spiritu-
ally. And the more likely
it becomes that these
children, once grown,
will either replicate the
violence they have seen
or be unable to rebuild
what was lost. The cost
of inaction is not just
moral. It is generational.

It is global.
The violence against

children must end now.
The international com-
munity must mobilize
with urgency and
resolve. First, pressure
must be brought to bear
on the warring parties to
end their hostilities, par-
ticularly in civilian-pop-
ulated zones. Targeted
sanctions, diplomatic
isolation and coordinated
international pressure
must be used to demand
ceasefires — especially
in areas where children
are most at risk. All sides
must be held accountable
for violations of interna-
tional law, particularly
crimes committed against
children. There can be no
lasting peace without jus-
tice. There can be no sta-
bility if perpetrators are
allowed to act with
impunity.

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,
humanitarian access must
be secured without delay.
Aid organizations must
be allowed to reach
besieged areas, deliver
food, administer vaccina-
tions and establish emer-
gency health and nutri-
tion centers.
Governments, interna-
tional donors and philan-
thropists must step up.
UNICEF estimates that it
needs more than $1 bil-
lion to meet the humani-
tarian needs of Sudanese
children in 2025 alone.
That figure is likely to
rise. The global response
has thus far been grossly
underfunded and logisti-

cally strangled. This
must change. A coordi-
nated international effort
must be launched to
fund, staff and protect
humanitarian missions in
Sudan — starting now.

We must also act to
evacuate the most vul-
nerable children from
active war zones. Safe
corridors must be negoti-
ated to extract children
trapped in cities like Al-
Fashir, Nyala and
Khartoum. Displaced
children must be reset-
tled in secure environ-
ments with access to
clean water, shelter,
healthcare and education.
Psychological counseling
must be provided to help
these children process
their trauma.

Remote learning pro-
grams and temporary
schools should be rapidly
expanded. Teachers must
be trained, supplied and
paid. Local nongovern-
mental organizations and
civil society groups
should be empowered
with funding and logisti-
cal support to reach com-
munities the UN cannot.
This must be a full-spec-
trum response — one that
addresses immediate sur-
vival needs and long-
term recovery.

Finally, the world must
not turn its back on
Sudan’s children. It is
easy to become numb to
statistics. It is easy to be
distracted by other crises.
But we must resist the
temptation to forget. The
suffering of children in
Sudan is a moral stain on
our generation. If we
claim to stand for human
rights, we must act like
it. If we value peace, we
must work for it. If we
believe in a future for all
people, we must protect
those who will inherit it.
The children of Sudan
are not just victims —
they are the future of a
nation that, if given a
chance, could still rise
from the ashes of war.

In conclusion, the chil-
dren of Sudan are endur-
ing unspeakable horrors.
They are being killed,
starved, raped, trauma-
tized and forgotten. This
must not be allowed to
continue. The war must
end. The aid must flow.
The world must act.
Sudan’s children must be
protected — not tomor-
row, not in a diplomatic
meeting in a year’s time,
but now. Before another
child dies. Before anoth-
er girl is raped. Before
another future is erased.
The world must remem-
ber Sudan’s children —
and fight for them as if
they were our own.
Because in truth,
they are.

Dr. Majid Rafizadeh

Protecting Sudan’s
children from war

and starvation

B
EFORE this
c a t a s t r o p h e
began, I was liv-

ing the happiest days of
my life, surrounded by
the warmth of my fami-
ly, the affection of my
friends, and dreams
that felt within reach. I
spent most of 2023
preparing for my grad-
uation and getting
ready to move from lec-
ture halls to practical
training fields, rotating
between the laborato-
ries of the Islamic
University in Gaza and
the eye hospitals spread
across the Gaza Strip.

On the evening of
October 6, I was organis-
ing my books, tools and
white coat, getting ready
for a long training day at
Al-Nasr Eye Hospital in
Gaza. My feelings were a
mix of excitement and
nervousness, but I had no
idea that night would
mark the end of my
peaceful life. 

At 6am the next morn-
ing, October 7, it wasn’t
the sound of my alarm
that woke me, but the
sound of rockets. I
opened my eyes, wonder-
ing, “Is this a dream or a
nightmare?” But the truth
was impossible to deny.
A war had begun, turning
our once-bright lives into
a never-ending night-
mare.

On October 8, I
received the devastating
news that my university
had been destroyed – its
laboratories, its class-

rooms and every place
where I had learned how
to help patients. Even the
graduation hall, where I
had pictured myself cele-
brating at the end of the
year, had turned to rub-
ble. I felt a sharp pain in
my chest, as if a part of
my soul had collapsed.
Everything fell apart so
suddenly. Overnight, all
that I had dreamed of was
reduced to ashes.

On December 27,
2023, the bombing in our
neighbourhood intensi-
fied, and we were forced
to leave our home and
flee to the so-called
humanitarian zones in
Rafah. There, we took
shelter in one of the hun-
dreds of tents that had
become the only refuge
for survivors.

There was one thing I
still held on to: my
knowledge and modest
experience in the field of
eye care. I began to
notice children and
women suffering from
persistent eye infections,
caused by inhaling
smoke and dust and con-
stant exposure to dirt.
Even I developed an
infection in my own
eyes. I looked at them,
then at myself, and I
knew I couldn’t just
stand by and watch. I
wanted to be a reason
someone healed, a reason
the light returned to their
eyes.

In December 2024, I
volunteered at Al-Razi
Health Center, working

in the eye clinic under
the supervision of a
remarkably compassion-
ate doctor. At first, I was
afraid and hesitant. The
war had taken a toll on
my memory and shaken
my confidence. But the

doctor told me words I
will never forget: “You
are hardworking. You’ll
remember everything.
And you will become a
tool for healing others.”

Patients started arriv-
ing from everywhere:
north, central and south-
ern Gaza. The clinic was-
n’t equipped for such
numbers, but we did
everything we could. I
witnessed cases I had
never seen before:

A four-year-old girl
lost her vision complete-

ly due to severe corneal
burns caused by an
explosion near her home.
She screamed in pain.
She was far too young to
endure such suffering.

Despite the lack of
resources, she underwent
surgery to remove her
damaged eye and replace
it with an artificial one.

A man in his late 30s
was struck by shrapnel in
the face and suffered
skull fractures. He had a
torn upper eyelid and a
deep corneal injury. He
needed delicate surgery,
but it was postponed
multiple times because it
required repeated general
anaesthesia, which was
impossible under the cur-

rent conditions.
A young woman in her

20s had taken a direct hit
that caused an orbital
fracture and muscle tears
around the eye, leading

to hypotropia and facial
asymmetry. She broke
down emotionally at
every visit. As a young
woman like her, I felt her
wound as if it were my
own.

There was also an eld-
erly man suffering from
eye cancer. The disease
was eating away at his
eye, and there was a
strong possibility it
would spread to the other
one. 

But we couldn’t help
him. Resources were

unavailable, and he
couldn’t travel for treat-
ment due to the closure
of the borders. At every
visit, I did my best to lift
his spirits, hoping that
maybe, just maybe, I
could ease his pain, even

if only a little.
Most children were

suffering from chronic
conjunctivitis and the
appearance of chalazion
(fatty cysts on the eye-
lid), due to dust, touching
their eyes with their
hands, and a lack of
hygiene in the camps.

The elderly, most of
whom suffered from
cataracts, a condition that
leads to gradual loss of
vision, needed lens
removal surgery and
intraocular lens implan-

tation, but all such opera-
tions were postponed due
to the disruption of com-
munication with northern
Gaza, the only place in
the Strip where the nec-
essary equipment was
available.

During those months,
the operating rooms
turned into real teaching
labs for me after the
occupation destroyed the
university’s lab. I accom-
panied the doctor to
every surgery, perform-
ing them by the light of
hope and the sounds of
bombing. One time, a
rocket hit a house next to
the centre while we were
inside the operating
room. Despite the panic,
we held ourselves togeth-
er. We didn’t break down.
Instead, we completed
the operation successful-
ly.

In the few moments of
spare time, there wasn’t
only room to talk about
medicine. We spoke
about the pain, about our
lost homes, about our
missing relatives, about
postponed dreams. The
war spoke from every
corner of the clinic.

We faced severe diffi-
culties due to the short-
age of medicines. We had
to prescribe alternatives
whose side effects we
didn’t fully know, but
what else could we do?
There was no other
choice. The crossings
were closed, and the
medicines were unavail-
able.

One day, during a sur-
gery, I felt dizzy and had
severe chest pain. I
couldn’t bear it, and
fainted from extreme
exhaustion, malnutrition
and psychological pres-
sure. I was just a person
trying to hold on. But I
didn’t give up. I returned
the same day to continue
my work at the clinic.

In January 2025, with
the announcement of a
temporary ceasefire, the
university resumed ses-
sions at the European
Hospital. I went only
four times. The road was
long, and the place was
desolate, filled with the
remnants of war. Just one
kilometre (two-thirds of
a mile) from the clinic’s
window, tanks were sta-
tioned. I wondered:
Should I flee or stay? The
ceasefire was no guaran-
tee. Indeed, days didn’t
pass before the war
returned and the sessions
were cancelled, after the
occupation took control
of the area.

We returned to square
one.

I am still here, moving
between health centres,
healing, listening and
trying to bring light back
into people’s lives, liter-
ally. My purpose is not
forgotten. My spirit is not
broken. I was made to
help. And I will continue,
even through smoke and
rubble, with steady hands
and an unshakable heart,
until the light returns for
all of us.

I was training to heal eyes in Gaza.
Then everything went dark

Lina Ghassan Abu Zayed

A four-year-old girl lost her vision completely due to severe corneal burns caused by an explo-
sion near her home. She screamed in pain. She was far too young to endure such suffering.

Despite the lack of resources, she underwent surgery to remove her damaged eye and replace
it with an artificial one.  man in his late 30s was struck by shrapnel in the face and suffered

skull fractures. He had a torn upper eyelid and a deep corneal injury. He needed delicate sur-
gery, but it was postponed multiple times because it required repeated general anaesthesia,
which was impossible under the current conditions. A young woman in her 20s had taken a

direct hit that caused an orbital fracture and muscle tears around the eye, leading to
hypotropia and facial asymmetry. She broke down emotionally at every visit. As a young

woman like her, I felt her wound as if it were my own. There was also an elderly man suffer-
ing from eye cancer. The disease was eating away at his eye, and there was a strong possibility
it would spread to the other one.  But we couldn’t help him. Resources were unavailable, and
he couldn’t travel for treatment due to the closure of the borders. At every visit, I did my best

to lift his spirits, hoping that maybe, just maybe, I could ease his pain, even if only a little.
Most children were suffering from chronic conjunctivitis and the appearance of chalazion
(fatty cysts on the eyelid), due to dust, touching their eyes with their hands, and a lack of
hygiene in the camps. The elderly, most of whom suffered from cataracts, a condition that

leads to gradual loss of vision, needed lens removal surgery and intraocular lens implantation,
but all such operations were postponed due to the disruption of communication with northern

Gaza, the only place in the Strip where the necessary equipment was available. 

There was never going to be, and never will be, a
negotiated outcome with Hezbollah. We neverthe-
less need to put things back into perspective. Aoun

came to power after Israel defeated Hezbollah using
strikes that brought the Iranian proxy to a level of
vulnerability never witnessed before. This extreme

weakness, and the shell-shocked status of Hezbollah
with the change of regime in Syria, made people
believe that this was the perfect time. Is it a lost

opportunity, just like what happened in the 2000s,
not taking the bold step needed and losing the win-

dow to make a real change? No one knows.
Perhaps, despite years of US support and financing,
the Lebanese armed forces still do not represent the
stick that can challenge Hezbollah. Or perhaps the
answer is simply closer than people think. There is

no doubt that even if negotiated, projecting strength
would be a necessity. This does not exist today.

There is also within Lebanon an echo of what we
see in Western capitals. We cannot ignore the

protest posters in New York showing an image of
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei with a slogan

telling people to be on the right side of history.

The war in Sudan, which erupted in April 2023 between the Sudanese
Armed Forces and the Rapid Support Forces, has spiraled into one of the

world’s most catastrophic and underreported crises. What began as a
power struggle between two rival military factions has degenerated into a
total collapse of law, order and human dignity. Now in its third year, the
conflict has displaced millions, decimated infrastructure and created a
humanitarian vacuum that is being filled with starvation, disease and
death. Nowhere is this more tragically evident than in the suffering of

Sudan’s children. According to UNICEF, the number of children in need of
humanitarian assistance has doubled since the war began — from 7.8 mil-

lion to an estimated 15 million. These are not just numbers. They represent
children who have been torn from their homes, orphaned by shelling,

starved by blockades, denied medicine and robbed of education. These are
lives suspended in trauma, childhoods stolen in real time, futures endan-

gered before they ever had a chance to begin. The violence against children
is not limited to bullets and bombs. It is structural, systemic and wide-
spread. Malnutrition rates among children have soared, with thousands

already perishing from hunger and disease due to the inability of aid agen-
cies to reach them. International relief workers warn that, without imme-

diate humanitarian access, tens of thousands more children in these
regions are at imminent risk of dying preventable deaths.



BERLIN (AFP/APP): The
cost-of-living crisis may be
easing in Germany but that
has not sparked a shopping
frenzy just yet in a country
where, as a recent survey
suggests, people fear infla-
tion more than war.

Inflation in Europe’s
biggest economy has fluc-
tuated between 1.6 and 2.6
percent over the past year,
far below the 70-year high
reached in 2022 after
Russia’s full-scale invasion

of Ukraine triggered an
energy crisis.

The European Central
Bank looks set to hold inte-
rest rates steady Thursday
for the first time in almost a
year after a lengthy easing
cycle, with officials
increasingly confident that
prices have stabilised.

But with the domestic
economy still stuck in the
doldrums and the threat of
US tariffs looming,
Germans are hesitant to

start spending again. Here
are some questions and
answers on the topic.

While inflation rates
have been steadily easing
for months, prices remain
around 20 percent over
2020 levels, and consumers
complain about elevated
costs of everything from
electricity to groceries and
leisure activities.

Chemistry student Tim
Scheider has had to forgo
attending his favourite
music festival outside
Berlin after the price of a
three-day pass increased to
220 euros ($260), more
than double the cost in
2019. “It has become
incredibly expensive over
the last two or three years...
It’s madness,” the 27-year-
old told AFP.

“Life has become a bit
more difficult with the ris-
ing prices,” said Alkim, a
Turkish aeronautics student
in the western city of
Osnabrueck, who has had
to cut back on his diving
hobby and only buys the
cheapest pasta.

Persistent inflation has
also fuelled calls for some
unusual measures.

During a heatwave earli-
er this month, Greens party
MPs in Berlin urged an “ice
cream price cap” limiting
the cost of a scoop to 50
cents so children from
poorer families could still
enjoy the treat.

According to a regular
survey published by poll-
sters GfK and Nuremberg
Institute for Market Deci-
sions (NIM) in May, saving
rates are on the increase.

Consumer sentiment
“remains extremely low,”
according to the survey,
blaming US President
Donald Trump’s unpre-
dictable trade policy and
worries about the weak
domestic economy, which
has been in recession for
the past two years. 

There is also little sign
of shoppers starting to hit
the streets in greater num-
bers -- German retail sales
fell in May, April and
March, according to offi-
cial statistics.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
United States (US)
remained the top export
destination of Pakistani
products during the fiscal
year 2024-25, followed by
China and the United
Kingdom (UK).

Total exports to the US
during July-June 2024-25
were recorded at US
$6028.193 million against
the exports of US
$5444.197 million during
July-June 2023-24, show-
ing an increase of 10.72
percent, according to SBP.

This was followed by
China, wherein Pakistan
exported goods worth US
$2476.790 million against
the exports of US $2709.901
million last year, showing a
decrease of 8.60 percent.
UK was the third top export
destination, where Pakistan
exported products worth US
$2160.262 million during
the year under review agai-
nst exports of US $2015.120
million, SBP data revealed.

Among other countries,
Pakistani exports to UAE
stood at US $2121.961 mil-
lion against US $2082.009
million last year while the
exports to Germany were
recorded at US $1987.554
million against US

$1515.555 million last
year, data said.

During July-June 2024-
25, the exports to Holland
were recorded at $1492.284
million against $1385.348
million whereas the exports
to Italy stood at $1132.231
million against $1122.001
million. Pakistan’s exports
to Spain were recorded at
$1482.822 million against
the exports of US
$1449.857 million while the
exports to Afghanistan were
recorded at $773.892 mil-
lion against $558.032 mil-
lion last year. The exports to
Bangladesh stood at US
$787.348 million against
US $661.192 million.

Similarly, the exports to
France during the year
under review were record-
ed at US $563.763 million
against US $508.690 mil-
lion while the exports to
Belgium stood at US
$543.426 million against
US $556.950 million. 

Pakistan’s exports to
Saudi Arabia were recorded
at US $704.317 million
compared to US $710.293
million last year whereas
the exports to Turkiye
stood at US $264.742 mil-
lion against US $336.878
million.

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Pak-Afghan
Joint Chamber of Comme-
rce and Industry (PAJCCI)
has welcomed signing of
Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) between
Pakistan and Afghanistan
aimed at increasing bilater-
al trade through reduction
in tariffs on different items. 

“PTA signing is a very
welcoming development in
regard with enhancing trade
between the two brotherly
neighbouring countries, but
for increasing commerce
and trade at regional level,
both the countries should
have to take a further step
of signing Free Trade
Agreement (FTA),”
observed Zia-ul-Haq
Sarhadi, Senior Vice
President PAJCCI. 

In a press statement
issued here on Thursday,

Zia Sarhadi who is also
Executive Member Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) said agree-
ments for enhancing bilat-
eral and region trade is the
need of the hour for over-
coming economic crisis
faced by the country. 

It merits a mention here
that Pakistan and
Afghanistan on Wednesday
have signed the much-
awaited Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA).

According to this agree-
ment, Pakistan will reduce
tariffs on four items includ-
ing grapes, pomegranates,
apples, and tomatoes.

While Afghanistan will
reduce tariffs on four items
including mangoes,
oranges, bananas, and pota-
toes. Previously, the tariffs
on these items were over
60%, but will now be
reduced to 27%.

This one-year agreement
will come into effect on
August 1, 2025. It can be
extended in the future and
additional items may also
be included.

SVP PAJCCI expressed
the hope that PTA signing
will increase import and
export in both the coun-
tries, benefiting thousands
of people on both sides of
the border.

He appreciated the deci-
sion and said such prudent
approach should help in
overcoming economic
problems being faced by
people in both the coun-
tries. 

Zia Sarhadi expressed
the hope that both Pakistan
and Afghanistan will soon
agree on signing of FTA for
tapping the trade potential
between the two countries
and for boosting of trade at
regional level.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for National
Food Security and Rese-
arch, Rana Tanveer Hussain
on Thursday said the gov-
ernment would ensure a
smooth supply chain of
sugar across the country,
showing no leniency
towards those involved in
black marketing and profi-
teering of the commodity.

“Sugar profiteers will be
dealt with an iron hand and
brought to justice by taking
stern action and ensuring
exemplary punishments
through the due course of
law,” he said while speak-
ing to APP.

The minister said neces-
sary directives had already
been issued to all provincial
chief secretaries and deputy
commissioners to ensure
the availability of sugar at

controlled prices.
Under the guidelines, he

said, district administra-
tions were required to
enforce the ex-mill rate of
sugar at Rs161 per kilo-
gram and the retail rate at
Rs173 per kilogram.

Tanveer assured that a
sufficient supply of sugar
was being maintained,
adding that no leniency
would be shown to those
exploiting the poor for
profit, regardless of politi-
cal affiliation. He warned
that anyone acting against
the public interest would
face consequences in accor-
dance with the law.

The minister vowed that
the government would pro-
tect the rights of the public
at all costs and would not
allow any mafia to operate
or cause financial harm to

any segment of society
through hoarding and profi-
teering.

He lamented that hoard-
ing and profiteering had
become a major challenge
in society but expressed
confidence in the current
leadership, describing it as
capable of addressing all
such challenges.

Tanveer said all avail-
able resources and expert-
ise were being utilized to
place the national economy
on a sustainable growth tra-
jectory.

He said the day was not
far when Pakistan would
emerge as one of the fast-
est-developing economies
in the world, as all neces-
sary measures were being
taken to achieve the set
goals of national progress
and prosperity.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Pakistan Stock Exchange’s
(PSX) benchmark KSE-
100 turned continued with
bearish trend on Thursday,
losing 561.69 points, a neg-
ative change of 0.40 per-
cent, closing at 138,692.67
points against 139,254.36
points last trading day.

A total of 648,800,865
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
656,642,916 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas
the price of shares stood at
Rs 28.117 billion against
Rs 32.096 billion on the
last trading day. 

As many as 484 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market, 182 of
them recorded gains and
273 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
29 companies remained
unchanged. 

The three top trading
companies were Bank of
Punjab with 113,028,558
shares at Rs 13.55 per

share, Media Times
Limited with 37,109,870
shares at Rs3.42 per share
and WorldCall Telecom
with 28,180,735 shares at
Rs 1.52 per share.

Unilever Pakistan Foods
witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs 3,055.49 per
share price, closing at Rs
33,610.43, whereas the run-
ner-up was PIA Holding
Company LimitedB with
Rs 2,872.42 rise in its per
share price to Rs 33,577.59.

SS Oil Mills Limited
witnessed a maximum
decrease of Rs101.72 per
share closing at Rs 953.00
followed by Blessed Textile
Limited with Rs30.28
decline in its share price to
close at Rs314.72.

Rupee gains 54 paisa
against US Dollar

The Rupee on Thursday
appreciated by 54 paisa
against the US Dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 284.21 against
the previous day’s closing

Rs 284.75.
However, according to

the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs 286.50 and Rs
287.55, respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by 06 paisa to
close at Rs334.34 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
334.40, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese yen
remained unchanged and
closed at Rs 1.94, whereas
a decline of Rs 0.25 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which was traded at Rs
385.45 compared to the
previous day’s closing of
Rs 385.70.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal came down
by 14 paisa to close at Rs
77.38 and Rs 75.76, respec-
tively.

Gold prices dip by
Rs5,900 at Rs359,000

The price of 24 karat per
tola gold decreased by
Rs.5,900 and was traded at
Rs.359,000 on Thursday as
against its sale at Rs.
364,900 the previous day,
All Pakistan Sarafa Gems
and Jewelers Association
reported. 

The prices of 10 grams
of 24 karat also decreased
by Rs.5,058 to Rs.307,784
from Rs. 312,842 whereas
that of 10 grams of 22 karat
gold went down by
Rs.4,637 to Rs.282,145
from Rs. 286,782.

However, the rates of per
tola and ten gram silver
decreased by Rs24 and
Rs.20 to Rs.4,057 and
Rs.3,478 respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market decre-
ased by $61 to $3,363 from
$3,424, whereas that of sil-
ver decreased by $0.26 to
$39.08 from $39.34, the
Association reported.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The Overseas
Investors Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(OICCI) has released the
results of its Annual
Security Survey 2025,
reflecting feedback from
leading foreign investors
operating across Pakistan.
Covering the period from
June 2024 to May 2025, the
survey reveals a measura-
ble improvement in the
overall security environ-
ment, particularly in key
business hubs of Karachi,
Lahore, and Islamabad.

According to the survey,
over 70 percent of respon-
dents reported a notable
decline in serious crimes in
Karachi, Lahore, and across
Punjab, with street crimes
also reducing significantly
in Karachi, Lahore, and

Islamabad. Additionally,
employee perceptions of
personal safety during daily
commutes improved for
two-thirds of the respon-
dents, especially in the
aforementioned cities.

However, the findings
also highlight that security
challenges persist in certain
sensitive regions. While
street crimes moderately
declined in Quetta and
Peshawar, these cities con-
tinue to be perceived as the
least secure for personal
safety. Most notably,
Balochistan witnessed a
deterioration in serious
crimes compared to the pre-
vious year, impacting the
positive trend seen in other
provinces. This divergence
reinforces concerns that
while perception has
improved in major cities,
the fragile security situation

in regions like Balochistan
continues to impact
Pakistan’s global image and
undermines long-term
investor confidence.

Importantly, despite visi-
ble progress in key urban
centers, security remains
one of the top three con-
cerns for Chief Executives,
signaling that continued
and inclusive improvement
is essential for sustaining
business confidence.

Commenting on the
findings, Secretary General
OICCI M Abdul Aleem
stated: “The OICCI Secu-
rity Survey 2025 reflects a
cautiously optimistic out-
look, with clear gains in
major cities like Karachi
and Lahore, a positive sig-
nal for investor confidence.
However, sustaining and
expanding these improve-
ments across all regions is

essential to maintain
momentum and reassure
both local and foreign
stakeholders about
Pakistan’s overall security
trajectory.”

While the number of
overseas business visits to
Pakistan remained similar
to 2024, the decline in
meetings held abroad indi-
cates growing confidence
in Pakistan’s internal secu-
rity environment. The few
instances of postponed
travel were primarily due to
geopolitical tensions, par-
ticularly India-Pakistan
escalations, rather than
domestic security concerns.

OICCI reiterates its
commitment to partnering
with government and law
enforcement institutions to
promote a more secure and
enabling business climate
throughout Pakistan.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: United Bank
Limited (UBL), one of
Pakistan’s leading financial
institutions, has announced
the expansion of its strategic
partnership with Teradata.
The collaboration includes
an upgrade of UBL’s data
environment, leveraging
Teradata’s enterprise analyt-
ics and data platform for
Trusted AI at scale, with the
flexibility to deploy cloud
infrastructure where appli-
cable. This collaboration
marks a pivotal step in
UBL’s digital transforma-
tion journey, as the bank
transitions to a cutting-edge,
open, and connected Data
Lakehouse platform.

The partnership will
enable UBL to scale its data
infrastructure into a high-
performing, intelligent, sin-
gle source of truth-capable
of supporting real-time
insights, smarter decision-
making, and enhanced cus-
tomer experiences. This
initiative is a key compo-

nent of UBL’s broader data
and AI roadmap, designed
to create greater operational
agility and long-term serv-
ice excellence.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony, UBL’s Chief
Information Officer, Mr.
Sohail Aziz, emphasized
that this partnership is a
major milestone in the
bank’s digital evolution,
unlocking powerful analyt-
ics and AI capabilities to

drive innovation and
enhance customer experi-
ences. He highlighted that
the upgraded platform will
enable faster, data-driven
decision-making and more
personalized banking serv-
ices. Teradata’s Area Vice
President for Pakistan, Mr.
Waqas Hashmi, reinforced
the long-standing collabo-
ration, stating that
Teradata’s AI-powered data
platform will allow UBL to

harness the full potential of
its data, accelerate strategic
initiatives, and strengthen
its leadership in Pakistan’s
competitive banking sector.

With this strategic step,
UBL remains at the fore-
front of building a modern
AI ecosystem-where data is
not just stored, but actively
leveraged to enable smarter
services, actionable insights,
responsive operations, and
future-ready capabilities.
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ISLAMABAD: President FPCCI & ECO-CCI Atif Ikram Sheikh presenting a shield to Federal
Minister for Investment Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh during Interactive Session on “Economic Integration
between Pakistan-ASEAN Regions” at FPCCI Capital House office.

Pakistan’s liquid foreign
reserves position

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The total liquid foreign reserves held by the
country stood at US$ 19,917.5 million as of 18-Jul-2025.
The break-up of the foreign reserves position is as under: 

Foreign reserves held by the State Bank of Pakistan:
US$ 14,456.6 million.

Net foreign reserves held by commercial banks: US$
5,460.9 million.

Total liquid foreign reserves: US$ 19,917.5 million.
During the week ended on 18-Jul-2025, SBP reserves

decreased by US$ 69 million to US$ 14,456.6 million due
to external debt repayments.

Air Arabia
Abu Dhabi
takes off to

Sialkot
F.P. Report

ABU DHABI, UAE: Air
Arabia Abu Dhabi, the cap-
ital’s first low-cost carrier,
commenced its service to
Sialkot in Pakistan directly
from Zayed International
Airport. Operating with a
frequency of three non-stop
flights per week, the new
route further strengthens
the airline’s growing net-
work in Pakistan, comple-
menting existing services
to Multan and Faisalabad.

Adel Al Ali, Air Arabia
Group Chief Executive
Officer, said: “The launch
of direct flights to Sialkot
underscores our continued
commitment to expanding
Air Arabia Abu Dhabi’s
network through strategic
connections from the UAE
capital. This new route
enhances our presence in
Pakistan and offers cus-
tomers greater conven-
ience, reliable connectivity,
and exceptional value.”

Customers can now
book their flights between
Abu Dhabi and Sialkot by
visiting Air Arabia’s web-
site, calling the contact
center, or through preferred
travel agencies.

Air Arabia Abu Dhabi
operates a modern fleet of
12 Airbus A320 aircraft,
recognized globally as the
world’s best-selling single-
aisle aircraft. Designed to
deliver a comfortable and
value-driven experience,
each aircraft is equipped
with SkyTime, Air Arabia’s
complimentary in-flight
streaming service, and
SkyCafe, which offers a
wide selection of snacks
and meals at affordable
prices. Passengers can also
enjoy the benefits of Air
Rewards, the airline’s gen-
erous loyalty program that
allows members to earn,
transfer, and redeem points
with ease.

Tesla reports
16% profit

drop to $1.2b
NEW YORK (AFP/APP):
Tesla reported another drop
in quarterly profits
Wednesday on lower auto
sales amid intensifying
electric vehicle competition
and lingering backlash over
CEO Elon Musk’s involve-
ment in US politics.

Tesla reported second-
quarter profits of $1.2 bil-
lion, down 16 percent from
the year-ago level. The
company in a press release
emphasized ongoing efforts
to lead in artificial intelli-
gence and robotics.

Revenues fell 12 percent
to $22.5 billion.

Lower profits had been
expected after Tesla earlier
this month disclosed a
decline in auto deliveries.
Results were also impact-
ed by a fall in average
vehicle selling prices and
higher operating expenses
driven by AI and other
research and development
projects.

Tesla did not offer an
outlook on full-year vehi-
cle production, citing shift-
ing global trade and fiscal
policies.

“While we are making
prudent investments that
will set up both our vehicle
and energy businesses for
growth, the actual results
will depend on a variety of
factors, including the
broader macroeconomic
environment, the rate of
acceleration of our autono-
my efforts and production
ramp at our factories,”
Tesla said.

Nestlé reports
revenue of
Rs.101.3b

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The Nestlé
Pakistan reported revenue
of PKR 101.3 billion for the
first half of 2025, reflecting
a decline of 5.9% compared
to the same period last year. 

This decline was primari-
ly driven by continued pres-
sure on demand following
the introduction of sales tax
on the majority of the com-
pany’s portfolio under the
Finance Act 2024-25. Desp-
ite the drop in revenue, a
favorable product mix, along
with energy cost optimiza-
tion and operational efficien-
cies contributed to improved
gross profit and operating
profit margins. Additionally,
optimization in finance co-
sts, supported a 3.5% inc-
rease in absolute net profit.

PSX continues with bearish
trend, loses 561 points

OICCI Security Survey 2025
highlights notable progress

UBL expands strategic
partnership with Teradata

Germans reluctant to open 
wallets despite easing inflation

‘Sugar profiteers’ days
numbered as noose

tightens around mafia’

PAJCCI hails PTA signing
by Pakistan-Afghanistan

— calls for FTA agreement to boost trade

US, China and UK
top 3 destinations

of Pakistani exports
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L O N D O N
(ESPNCricinfo): England
backed up their captain Ben
Stokes taking a five-for
with an unbroken opening
partnership of 77. Those
runs came at over five an
over, taking a big bite out
of India's 358 all out on the
second day in Manchester.

It was a disappointing
bowling performance from
the visitors, particularly in
helpful conditions and to
follow a display of great
bravery from Rishabh Pant
who came out to bat on a
fractured foot and scored a
half-century.

England weren't particu-
larly keen to score so
quickly. Zak Crawley need-
ed 13 balls to get off the
mark and those runs came

with a reminder of the dan-
ger the pitch still posed as a
Jasprit Bumrah delivery
rose up sharply to rap him
on the bottom hand.
Crawley displayed excel-
lent judgment outside his
off stump and ironically
only started to look vulner-
able once he had runs
against his name, the confi-
dence of seeing off the new
ball coaxing him to play
away from his body and
could have been bowled off
the inside edge.

Ben Duckett didn't need
to be so careful, at any
point in his innings. India
fed him on his pads and he
tucked in with glee. All his
seven boundaries came on
the leg side and he stands
on the cusp of completing a

half-century at almost a run
a ball. Duckett welcomed
Anshul Kamboj with three
fours in his first over of
Test cricket, the debutant
chosen to open the bowling
ahead of Mohammed Siraj.

India must pick them-
selves back up again
because they showed great
heart in getting to an above-
par total. 

Pant put his body on the
line - literally because
Stokes targeted that broken
front foot of his - and had
enough in him to hit a 90th
six in Test cricket, putting
him level with Virender
Sehwag for the national
record. He also went past
Alec Stewart for most runs
by a wicketkeeper in a Test
series in England. The mere

fact that he was able to
walk - let alone bat - moved
the fans at Old Trafford
who gave him a rousing
ovation.

Stokes found similar
approval from the crowd
when his tireless and relent-
less display was rewarded
with a first five-for in eight
years. He was a threat when
he bowled full because he
was getting both ways
movement - Shardul
Thakur found that out when
he was caught at gully for
41 - and he was a threat
when he went short - which
did Washington Sundar in.
Stokes has 16 wickets in
the series now, a career-best
for him going past the 15 he
took in the 2013-14 Ashes
when he made his debut.

Duckett, Crawley
turn up the heat on India

after Stokes five-for

J O H A N N E S B U R G
(ESPNCricinfo): South
Africa's regular white-ball
captains Aiden Markram
and Temba Bavuma will
return to lead the T20I and
ODI squads, respectively,
for next month's tour of
Australia. Markram was
rested from South Africa's
Test and T20I series in
Zimbabwe while Bavuma
missed the Zimbabwe
Tests with a hamstring
injury he sustained at the
World Test Championship
(WTC) final in June. Both
skippers will have rela-
tively full-strength squads
available to them.

Notably, the squad was
announced a week before
Patrick Moroney, the new
convenor of selectors,
starts work on August 1,
which means this was the
last squad that all-format
Shukri Conrad picked
independently.

"It's great to have our
senior players back in the
mix after their rest follow-
ing the WTC Final,"
Conrad said in a state-
ment. "Their experience
and quality add real value
to the group as we contin-
ue to build a strong core in
both formats. Every series
from here on plays a part
in shaping our squads for
next year's T20 World Cup

and the 50-over World
Cup at home in 2027."

Of South Africa's regu-
lars, Marco Jansen and
David Miller are the only
two not named. Jansen is
recovering from surgery to
his left thumb from an
issue picked up at the
WTC final, while Miller
will be playing in the
Hundred. He is expected
to return for South Africa's
white-ball tour of England
in September.

The rest of South
Africa's frontline attack,
led by Kagiso Rabada in
the seam department and
Keshav Maharaj in the
spin one, are all included.
But Maharaj is not part of
the T20I squad.

Instead, left-arm spin-
ners George Linde and
Senuran Muthusamy, who
are both currently in
Zimbabwe, will play the
T20Is alongside legspin-
ner Nqaba Peter as South
Africa assess their options
for next year's T20 World
Cup. Tabraiz Shamsi, who
opted out of a national
contract last year, is not
included in either squad.
Conrad had indicated prior
to the Zimbabwe series
that he would speak to
Shamsi to discuss his
future.

"Unfortunately, things

got away from me, and I
was never able to have that
chat," he said. "The spin-
ners who have been select-
ed have the inside track."

South Africa's T20I
playing group sees the
return of Ryan Rickelton
and Tristan Stubbs to the
batting line-up, and the
retention of Lhuan-dre
Pretorius and Dewald
Brevis, who are both in
Zimbabwe. Lungi Ngidi,
Nandre Burger, Corbin
Bosch and Kwena
Maphaka make up the
seamers, but Gerald
Coetzee is not included.

"There are only so
many quicks you can put
in your team in terms of
balance," Conrad said.
"The players who have
been selected are ahead of
Gerald in the pecking
order. In the 50-over
squad, I wanted to try and
get as many allrounders in
the squad. You cannot
ignore what Corbin Bosch
has done. Gerald sits
behind him."

The ODI squad's batting
line-up has the four named
above as well Matthew
Breetzke and Tony de
Zorzi. Wiaan Mulder pro-
vides an all-round option
in Jansen's absence. While
Rassie van der Dussen,
who has South Africa's

second-highest ODI aver-
age, is not included in the
ODI squad, Conrad also
conceded that he is "very
much in contention for the
T20 World Cup".

"He gives you the
option of batting at the top
and at No. 3, and he is a
great in a leadership role.
With the 50-over [team],
because I've got time
before 2027, it gives me
the opportunity to blood
new players and see how
they develop."

T20I squad
Aiden Markram (capt),

Corbin Bosch, Dewald
Brevis, Nandre Burger,
George Linde, Kwena
Maphaka, Senuran
Muthusamy, Lungi Ngidi,
Nqaba Peter Lhuan-dre
Pretorius, Kagiso Rabada,
Ryan Rickelton, Tristan
Stubbs, Prenelan
Subrayen, Rassie van der
Dussen

ODI squad
Temba Bavuma (capt),

Corbin Bosch, Matthew
Breetzke, Dewald Brevis,
Nandre Burger, Tony de
Zorzi, Aiden Markram,
Senuran Muthusamy,
Keshav Maharaj, Wiaan
Mulder, Lungi Ngidi,
Lhuan-dre Pretorius,
Kagiso Rabada, Ryan
Rickelton, Tristan Stubbs,
Prenelan Subrayen

Markram, Bavuma return for SA’s
white-ball tour of Australia

LONDON (BBC):
Undisputed heavyweight
champion Oleksandr Usyk
has been ordered by the
WBO to begin negotia-
tions with mandatory chal-
lenger Joseph Parker.

The Ukrainian, 38, uni-
fied the division for a sec-
ond time on 19 July with a
fifth-round stoppage of

Daniel Dubois at Wembley
Stadium.

New Zealand's Parker
beat Zhilei Zhang to win
the WBO interim belt in
March 2024.

Both parties have 30
days to find an agreement
or the WBO will order
purse bid proceedings.

Parker held the WBO

title between 2016 and
2018, beating Andy Ruiz
Jr to claim the vacant belt,
but lost it to Anthony
Joshua after two defences.

Following defeat by
Briton Joe Joyce in 2022,
the 33-year-old has won
six fights in a row to re-
emerge among the title
contenders.

Parker was set to face
Dubois for the IBF strap in
February, but the Briton
withdrew on two days'
notice due to illness. The
New Zealander remained
on the card in Riyadh and
defended his interim title
status with a stoppage vic-
tory against Martin Bakole
instead.

Parker was an ever-
present and vocal figure
during the build-up to
Usyk's latest success and
he watched from ringside
as the two-weight undis-
puted champion put on
another masterclass in
London.

Usyk said he wanted to
rest for "two or three
months" after earning his
second win against
Dubois, but named Parker,
Tyson Fury, Anthony
Joshua and Derek Chisora
as potential opponents.

He has yet to lose in 24
contests as a professional,
with 15 victories by
knockout.

WBO order Usyk to face
mandatory challenger Parker

LAHORE (APP):
President Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) Mohsin
Naqvi has expressed the
resolve to utilise all-out
resources to turn Asian
Cricket Council (ACC)
into the most potent crick-
et body with the coopera-
tion of the member
nations.

Underlining his plans
for the expansion of the
sport at a reception given
to the members on the
occasion of Annual
General Meeting of the
ACC in Dhaka, he said
there was need to intro-

duce the beautiful game of
cricket in the countries of
the region where it was not
played.

He also expressed his
resolve to strengthen asso-
ciate member teams
through enhanced support.
“I am fully confident that
together, we can achieve
this. We must strengthen
one another,” the ACC
president added.

The ACC president
urged the member nations
to put aside political differ-
ences and work for the wel-
fare of cricket, adding that
all member nations must

work as team for the collec-
tive good of cricket in the
region as well as the globe.
“As President ACC, I assure
you that we will do whatev-
er is necessary to make the
ACC the most powerful
regional cricketing body,”
adding that the goal cannot
be achieved alone.

C o n g r a t u l a t i n g
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) on the first-ever
ACC General Meeting in
Bangladesh, he thanked
BCB Chairman Aminul
Islam for the excellent
arrangements and warm
hospitality. He also felici-

tated BCB Chairman on
Bangladesh Men’s T20I
series-win against
Pakistan.

On the occasion,
President ACC) Naqvi also
expressed his deep sorrow
and condolences over the
tragic air crash in
Bangladesh that claimed
31 lives. “Our heartfelt
sympathies go out to the
families of the victims as
well as to the government
and people of Bangladesh.
Our thoughts and prayers
are with the affected fami-
lies,” Mohsin Naqvi
added.

Naqvi vows to make ACC
potent regional cricketing body

ZURICH (Reuters):
England midfielder Keira
Walsh disagrees with fan
chatter that her team have
been lucky at the European
championships, arguing
that the reigning champi-
ons have created their own
fortune, largely through
sheer stubborn belief.

Late goals by 19-year-
old Michelle Agyemang
saved England at the brink
in both their quarter-final
against Sweden and semi
against Italy to set up
Sunday's Euro 2025
decider against world
champions Spain.

"Maybe it looks like
chaos but for us it doesn't
feel like that," Walsh said
at England's training base
on Thursday.

"I've heard that people
have been saying that it
was luck. But you create
those moments yourself,
through belief, determina-

tion, confidence.
"I think it's not by luck

that Michelle's in the box
and scoring. It is not luck
that people are putting
crosses into the box. It's
thought out, it's purpose-
ful.

"And I think it's the
absolute belief that no mat-
ter what minute of the
game it is, we're going to
win or we're going to get a
result that we need to take
us to extra time. I think
that's kind of the resilience
of this team as well."

The referee was starting
to glance at her watch
when Agyemang struck in
the 96th minute against
Italy on Tuesday to send
the game to extra time
where Chloe Kelly
smashed home the rebound
of her own penalty shot.

"Maybe the way we've
done it is a little bit more
stressful for everyone,"

Walsh said from England's
training base on Thursday.
"But that's kind of the
beauty of this team, that
we are relentless, and
we've got belief in our-
selves, that even in the
90th minute we can get a
goal and we can win."

Sunday marks England's
third consecutive major
tournament final and a
chance for revenge against
the team that beat them in
the 2023 World Cup final.

That will not be a focus
when they take the pitch in
Basel though, Walsh said.

"Obviously that was a
massive disappointment,
but I think as a football
player you can be too emo-
tional," said the Chelsea
midfielder. "Just focus on
the positives and not draw
on that too much. You
think about it a little bit but
put it to the side and focus
on Sunday."

The team watched
Spain's 1-0 win over
Germany in extra time
together in their hotel play-
ers' lounge on Wednesday
night, and like anyone who
saw the game marvelled at
twice-reigning Ballon d'Or
winner Aitana Bonmati's
brilliant goal from a tight
angle.

"(It was) Bonmati
magic," Walsh said. "Most
players in that position
wouldn't even think about
shooting, they would auto-
matically cross, it was a
fantastic goal."

The team have received
pleading messages not to
let Sunday's final go to
extra time, while midfield-
er Georgia Stanway's dad
has said his nerves are
shot.

Walsh laughed and said
never mind the families.

"Sitting there for us is
equally not nice."

England have created their own
luck at Euro 2025, says Walsh

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Pakistan team has written a
golden chapter in the
nation’s sports history by
securing a commanding 3-0
victory against Belgium in
their opening match at the
FIVB Boys’ U19 Volleyball
World Championship 2025,
at Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

This is the first time in
history that Pakistan is
competing in the U19
World Championship, and
their spectacular perform-
ance in the debut match has
already made headlines
across the international vol-
leyball community.
Pakistan defeated Belgium
by 3–0 (25-19, 25-17, 25-
22). From the start,
Pakistan displayed excel-

lent coordination, tactical
awareness, and composure
under pressure. Each set
saw solid blocking, sharp
serving, and confident
attacking from the young
Pakistani squad.

Top performers from
Pakistan team included
Muhammad Saud (13
Points, Top Scorer of the
Match); Muhammad Yahya
(11 Points) and Jabran (8
Points).

The team’s exceptional
execution of the game plan,
especially in converting
defensive blocks into
counter-attacks, made the
difference against a techni-
cally sound European side
like Belgium. Pakistan will
now face Uzbekistan on

Friday.
In a statement issued

here Chairman Pakistan
Volleyball Federation
(PVF) Ch. Muhammad
Yaqoob said, “This is a
moment of immense pride
for Pakistan. Our U19 team
has proven that they belong
among

the best in the world by
beating Belgium in straight
sets at the biggest stage.
This win is historic not just
because it’s our first
appearance at the U19
World Championship, but
because of the maturity and
brilliance shown by our
players. Coming off the
U16 team’s gold medal vic-
tory and qualification for
the U17 World

Championship, this result
shows that Pakistan
Volleyball is moving in the
right direction. I congratu-
late the team, coaching
staff, the entire federation,
and the nation on this
remarkable achievement.”

The event features 24
top volleyball nations from
around the world, including
volleyball powerhouses
like Brazil, Italy, Japan,
Iran, USA, France, and
Poland. Pakistan has been
placed in Pool A alongside
Belgium, Uzbekistan,
Turkey, and Puerto Rico.

The U19 Championship
is considered a major step-
pingstone for identifying
and developing future glob-
al stars of the game.

Pakistan downs Belgium in U19
Volleyball World C’ship

LONDON (BBC): Lewis
Hamilton says he is "chal-
lenging every area" of Ferrari
as he seeks to help turn the
team into champions again.

The 40-year-old Briton has
had a difficult start to his
debut year with Ferrari, with
no podium finishes other
than a sprint-race win in
China at the second race of
the season.

Hamilton, whose team-
mate Charles Leclerc has
scored four podium finishes,
said: "It is a huge organisa-
tion with a lot of moving
parts and not all of them are
firing on all cylinders they
need to be.

"I feel like it's my job to
challenge every area. To
challenge everyone in the
team, particularly those at

the top."
Ferrari have not won a title

of any kind since a construc-
tors' championship in 2008,
while their last drivers' title
was with Kimi Raikkonen in
2007.

Hamilton pointed out the
iconic Italian team could not
blame the quality of drivers
for their lack of success. At
various times since 2008,
Ferrari have had Fernando
Alonso, Sebastian Vettel and
Raikkonen in their ranks.

"The team have had amaz-
ing drivers - Kimi, Fernando,
Sebastian - and yet they did-
n't win a title with Ferrari,"
said seven-time world cham-
pion Hamilton.

"I refuse for that to be the
case with me, that's why I am
going the extra mile. If you

take the same path, you get
the same results."

Hamilton said he had writ-
ten a series of documents for
Ferrari's leadership this year
outlining areas for improve-
ment.

He has met with chairman
John Elkann, chief executive
officer Benedetto Vigna and
team principal Frederic
Vasseur since the British
Grand Prix to go over both
his issues with this year's car
and thoughts about future
development.

"There have been great
responses," he added. "There
are lots of improvements that
need to be made, but [they're]
very responsive and I'm try-
ing to create allies within the
organisation.

"I'm here to win. It's

crunch time for me and I
truly believe in the potential
of this team, I believe they
can win multiple champi-
onships moving forward.
That's my sole goal."

Ferrari are introducing a
new rear suspension for this
weekend's Belgian Grand
Prix, with the hope it will
improve performance by
allowing them to run the car
lower without hitting the
track too much.

"We'll get to test the sus-
pension tomorrow and I am
sure there will be learning
from it," said Hamilton.

"We will figure out how to
extract performance from it.
On the simulator there was
no difference, but I am sure
there will be differences
across different circuits."

SPA, BELGIUM: Gabriele Mini of Italy and PREMA Racing (10) takes part in pit stop practice
during previews ahead of Round 9 Spa-Francorchamps of the Formula 2 Championship at Circuit
de Spa-Francorchamps on Thursday in Spa, Belgium.

‘Crunch time’ as Hamilton plots Ferrari title bid
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ANF seizes
92 kg drugs

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conduct-
ing seven operations
across the country man-
aged to recover over 92
kgs drugs worth more
than Rs 18.5 million
and arrested seven drug
traffickers including
two females. According
to an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesperson, in an
operation near a univer-
sity on Jhang Road,
Faisalabad, 8.8 kgs ice
drug was recovered
from the possession of
an accused. The arrest-
ed accused confessed
selling drugs to the stu-
dents of educational
institutions. In second
operation at a courier
office in Karachi,
17.750 kgs ice soaked
in carpet was recovered
from a parcel sent from
Quetta destined for
Australia. From a couri-
er office on Peshawar
Ring Road, 7.2 kgs
hashish was seized
from a parcel destined
for Lahore. In 4th oper-
ation near GT Road,
Attock, 2.4 kgs hashish
was confiscated from
the possession of two
women. In an operation
in the Bonistan area of
Panjgur, 36 kgs hashish
hidden for smuggling
was recovered. Near
Colonel Sher Khan Toll
Plaza, Peshawar, 16.8
kgs hashish was recov-
ered from a vehicle and
two suspects were sent
behind the bars. In 7th
operation near Iqbal
Shaheed Toll Plaza, GT
Road, Attock, 5.5 kgs
hashish was recovered
from a rickshaw and
two drug traffickers
were apprehended.
Cases have been regis-
tered under the CNS
Act against the arrested
accused, informed the
spokesperson.

Anti-dengue
spray conducted
ISLAMABAD (APP):
In their effort to combat
the spread of dengue in
the federal capital, the
Directorate of Health
Services Capital Devel-
opment Authority
(CDA) conducted an
anti-dengue spray at
National Press Club
(NPC) on Thursday. In
a statement issued here,
Director General (DG)
of Health Services
CDA, Dr. Irshad Ali
Jokhio, highlighted
their commitment to
protect the residents of
the federal capital from
dengue by conducting
anti-mosquito spray.
“Protecting the public
from dengue is our top
priority; in this regard,
vigorous steps are
underway to eliminate
dengue from the federal
capital,” DG said, add-
ing, “swift actions are
being taken wherever
complaints are report-
ed.” He further said that
upon receiving the
complaint from NPC, a
rapid response team has
been dispatched to
carry out spraying at its
premises, ensuring the
safety of journalists,
staff and visitors.

513,000 cusecs
water released

ISLAMABAD (APP):
IRSA on Thursday
released 513,000 cusecs
water from various rim
stations with inflow of
557,300 cusecs. Acco-
rding to the data
released by IRSA, the
water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1530.00 feet which
was 128.00 feet higher
than the dead level of
1402.00 feet. Water
inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded
as 351,800 cusecs and
351,400 cusecs, respec-
tively. The water level
in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was
1194.90 feet, which was
144.90 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was
recorded 51,300 cusecs
and 7,400 cusecs, resp-
ectively. The release of
water at Kalabagh, Tau-
nsa, Guddu and Sukkur
was recorded as 404,800,
353,600, 316,800 and
203,100 cusecs, respec-
tively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
46,100 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera
and 84,000 cusecs
released from River
Chenab at Marala.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture Division Aurangzeb Khan Khichi
presenting a shield to Indonesian Minister Counselor Rahmat Hindiarta.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Deputy Director of the
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department Anjum Nazir
Zaigham, Thursday, antic-
ipated the present spell to
persist through the 25th,
with a fresh wave of mon-
soon rains arriving on July
28 expected to influence
upper regions of the coun-
try, where the public has
been urged to stay vigilant
and prepared.

In an exclusive conver-
sation with a local news
channel, the Deputy
Director explained that
this development could
lead to heavy rainfall and
potential flooding in upper
regions, urging residents
to remain cautious.

Deputy Director said
the upcoming monsoon
spell is likely to bring
heavy rainfall to a wide
range of areas, including
Kasur, Sialkot, Narowal,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Jhelum, Attock and
extending from central
Punjab to Gilgit-Baltistan
and Kashmir.

According to him,
Karachi and several areas
across Sindh will see light
showers and overcast con-
ditions, with temperatures
expected to remain
between 30 and 35 degrees
Celsius.

He said that the meteor-
ological department had
already issued timely advi-
sories regarding recent
weather patterns, their
potential impacts, and the
risk of flooding in vulner-
able areas.

The Met Office had
alerted all relevant depart-
ments in advance,
enabling them to take pre-
cautionary measures and
respond effectively to any
emergency situations aris-
ing from the current mon-
soon activity.

He added that in light of
the upcoming monsoon
spell expected to begin on
July 28, fresh warnings
have once again been
issued to all concerned
departments. 

Authorities have been
directed to remain on high

alert, particularly in areas
prone to urban and flash
flooding, to ensure public
safety and minimize dam-
age, he said. 

Citizens have also been
advised to stay updated
through official channels
and follow safety guide-
lines during the expected
spell, he added.

When asked, he con-
firmed that the monsoon
season is expected to con-
tinue through September
as per usual, with humidi-
ty levels remaining elevat-
ed in August.

To another question, he
advised that precautions
and flood alerts should
remain in place through-
out the monsoon season
to ensure the safety of
residents in vulnerable
areas. 

Authorities and citizens
alike are urged to stay vig-
ilant, monitor weather
updates regularly, and take
necessary measures to
minimize the risk of flood-
ing and related hazards
during this period.

ISLAMABAD (APP): So
far, around 120,913 foreign
jobs were available out of
264,497 (143,584 con-
sumed) with the Bureau of
Emigration and Overseas
Employment (BEOE), an
attached department of the
Ministry of Overseas
Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development
(MOP&HRD).

An official source told
APP, around 336,999
Pakistanis proceeded
abroad for employment
during the last six months
this year, from January 1 to
June 30, as per data of con-
cerned departments.

The number of foreign
job seekers are also
increasing day by day due
to the productive policies
of the country as new ways
of jobs opening for skilled
and unskilled Pakistani
workers.

He said that since the
inception of the Bureau in
the year 1971, more than 10
million emigrants have
been provided overseas
employment, duly regis-
tered with the Bureau of
Emigration & Overseas
Employment. 

To a question, he said
that during the year 2015,

the highest number of
Pakistanis(946,571) pro-
ceeded abroad for the pur-
pose of employment. 

Overseas employment is
thus serving as the main-
stay for the national econo-
my, by providing much-
needed financial outlay for
debt servicing, import bills,
alleviation of poverty,
development projects and
economic activities. 

Bureau, being a regula-
tory body, controls, regu-
lates, facilitates and moni-
tors the emigration process
followed by the Overseas
Employment Promoters
(OEPs), in the private sec-
tor, besides ‘direct employ-
ment’, the mode adopted by
the individuals, to seek for-
eign employment either
through their own efforts or
relatives and friends living
abroad.

The foremost task of
Bureau of Emigration and
Overseas Employment
encompass collection, com-
pilation and tabulation of
emigration data of all those
Pakistanis who proceed
abroad for employment
purposes. 

In fact, the Bureau has
been engaged in maintain-
ing a comprehensive statis-

tical record of all the
migrant workers since
1971, which provides basis
for planning and policy for-
mulation by the Economic
Division and other interest-
ed government depart-
ments.

He said that the main
function of this body was to
control and regulate emi-
gration under the Emigr-
ation Ordinance, 1979 and
promote Emigration of
Pakistani Citizens.

It was the function of the
bureau to look after the
interest and welfare of the
emigrants and advise the
Federal Government on
emigration policies and
procedures, Monitoring and
supervision of Overseas
Employment Promoters
through 7 Protectorates of
Emigrants Offices,
Processing of Overseas
Employment Promoters
(OEP) Licences Pre-depar-
ture briefing to Emigrants.

Mandatory Insurance
coverage for Pakistani
workers abroad and Memo-
randum of Understanding
with Foreign Countries for
Export of Manpower and
Management of State Life
Emigrants Insurance Fund
(SLEIF).

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
National Disaster Manag-
ement Authority (NDMA)
carried out 148 rescue oper-
ations across flood-prone
regions from June 26 to
July 24, 2025, successfully
saving at least 1,777 lives
nationwide, according to
official data.

According to official fig-
ures, 1,543 stranded indi-
viduals were rescued in 128

operations conducted
across flood-hit areas of
Punjab. 

Meanwhile, 10 rescue
missions were conducted
across KP, leading to the
safe evacuation of 116 indi-
viduals. In Sindh, three res-
cue operations led to the safe
evacuation of 53 individuals
trapped in floodwaters. 

Similarly, two missions
were carried out in

Balochistan, where five
lives were saved. 

Gilgit-Baltistan saw 01
relief and rescue operation,
resulting in the rescue of 25
persons from hazardous
conditions.

Four targeted rescue
operations in Islamabad
Capital Territory led to the
safe evacuation of 35 indi-
viduals, saving lives during
high-risk missions.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
series of bold institutional
reforms, the Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA) has taken significant
steps to enhance opera-
tional efficiency, improve
public service delivery,
and intensify its crack-
down on human traffick-
ing networks. The agency,
under the leadership of
Director General Rafat
Mukhtar Raja, has not
only initiated a complete
organizational restructur-
ing but also unveiled a
modern Command &
Control Room within its
Anti-Corruption Wing — a
landmark move aimed at
strengthening real-time
coordination and response

mechanisms.
The newly established

Command & Control
Room is designed to han-
dle all calls and public
complaints directly, allow-
ing the agency to respond
promptly and effectively
to reports of crimes and
irregularities. Officials
confirmed that FIA’s
helpline 1991 has now
been officially integrated
with the system, enabling
a centralized and immedi-
ate response framework.

“The primary goal of
these reforms is to offer
citizens fast, transparent,
and accountable services,”
an FIA spokesperson said.
“The Command & Control
Room will significantly

enhance the agency’s per-
formance and coordination
capabilities.”

As part of its intensified
campaign against human
trafficking, FIA’s Anti-
Human Trafficking Circle
in Taftan executed a major
operation this week,
resulting in the arrest of 33
foreign nationals attempt-
ing to cross the border ille-
gally. According to offi-
cials, all detained individ-
uals are Bangladeshi citi-
zens who entered Pakistan
on visit visas during June
and July.

The suspects were
apprehended near the
Mashkhel border in Chagai
district, a known hotspot
for illegal crossings. The

operation was conducted
in collaboration with the
Frontier Corps (FC),
underscoring the impor-
tance of inter-agency
cooperation in curbing
transnational crimes.

FIA officials stated that
when the detainees were
asked to present legal trav-
el documentation, they
failed to produce satisfac-
tory responses. Initial
investigations suggest that
the group was part of a
coordinated effort to ille-
gally migrate out of
Pakistan. All suspects are
currently in custody, and
formal investigations have
been launched.

In a parallel develop-
ment, the Special Judge

Central Gujranwala deliv-
ered a significant verdict
in a high-profile human
trafficking case. The
accused, Muhammad
Kashif, was sentenced to
20 years of rigorous
imprisonment and fined
Rs. 1.4 million.

The court awarded 10
years of imprisonment and
a fine of Rs. 400,000
under the Immigration
Ordinance, and an addi-
tional 10 years and Rs. 1
million fine under the
Smuggling of Migrants
Act. The convicted indi-
vidual had reportedly
taken Rs. 4 million from a
citizen in exchange for
illegally facilitating his
travel to Spain. Tragically,

the victim remains missing
to date.

FIA’s Assistant Director
Legal Asifahan Akram
Kang represented the pros-
ecution, while the investi-
gation was led by Sub-
Inspector Shiraz Ahmed.

“This verdict sends a
strong message to traffick-
ers and reflects FIA’s
unwavering commitment
to eradicating human
smuggling,” the
spokesperson said.

The FIA reiterated its
zero-tolerance policy
toward human trafficking,
smuggling, and related
transnational crimes.
Agency officials empha-
sized that the recent
reforms — including the

establishment of the
Command & Control
Room, improved coordi-
nation channels, and
enhanced legal action —
are designed to modernize
the institution and ensure
swift justice.

The reforms come at a
time when Pakistan is
under increasing interna-
tional pressure to combat
human trafficking and
improve border control
mechanisms. Analysts
believe that such institu-
tional measures could also
aid in restoring public con-
fidence in law enforce-
ment agencies and
improve Pakistan’s stand-
ing in global anti-traffick-
ing rankings.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
landmark move to advance
social equity and humani-
tarian outreach, Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal (PBM) and the
Overseas Pakistanis
Foundation (OPF) have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
jointly launch initiatives
targeting the country’s eco-
nomically vulnerable and
underserved communities.

In a glorious ceremony,
Managing Director PBM
Senator Capt. Shaheen
Khalid Butt and Managing
Director OPF Muhammad
Afzaal Bhatti validated the
MoU with their signatures.
The ceremony was held
here at PBM’s Head Office,
attended by Director
General PBM Prof. Dr.
Zeeshan Danish, Member
OPF Muhammad Kamran
Khan and other key repre-
sentatives from both organ-
izations. The agreement
outlines a shared vision to
implement sustainable
projects focused on health-
care, education, food secu-

rity, and livelihood devel-
opment for the underprivi-
leged.

Speaking at the occasion,
Managing Director PBM
Senator Capt. Shaheen
Khalid Butt, while express-
ing his long-standing rela-
tionship with OPF, stated
that “This partnership
marks a new chapter in our
ongoing mission to bring
hope and tangible support
to those who need it most.
Together, we will create a
more inclusive and compas-
sionate society.” Capt.
Shaheen also reaffirmed his
commitment to implement
the vision of the federal
government for mitigating
the sufferings of poor popu-
lace in the country. 

On the occasion,
Managing Director OPF,
Afzaal Bhatti remarked that
by combining our
resources, networks, and
passion for service, we are
confident this collaboration
will make a meaningful
impact in the lives of many
beneficiaries of PBM.

Terming it a memorable
agreement, he anticipated
for the accelerated efforts
by the concerned officials
of both organizations mak-
ing it fruitful for the needy
persons. Managing Direc-
tor OPF also explained his
passion for taking every
possible step for the wel-
fare of the Pakistani
People, under the dynamic
leadership of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif. 

The MoU is designed to
promote the collaborative
efforts of both organiza-
tions on identifying vulner-
able communities, mobiliz-
ing resources, and imple-
menting grassroots pro-
grams. The initiative
emphasizes transparency,
accountability, and long-
term impact. It also aims to
enable PBM beneficiaries,
especially orphans, child
laburers and other vulnera-
ble groups to access quality
education in OPF Schools
as well as support in e-
learning, capacity building
and research.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Excise and Taxation
Department of Islamabad
has stepped up its drive
against tinted windows,
unauthorized number
plates, and unregistered
vehicles, aiming to enforce
road safety and vehicle
compliance across the
Federal Capital.

Talking to APP, Director
Excise, Bilal Azam said
that as many as five check-
points were set up across
Islamabad where teams
conducted inspections
throughout the day. 

He said that the opera-
tions were carried out in
key areas including Zero
Point, Faizabad, F-7, F-6,
and G-14. A total of 158
vehicles were fined for vio-
lations. These included the

use of tinted windows and
non-standard number
plates.

Bilal Azam said heavy
fines were imposed, and Rs
904,000 was collected in
token tax recovery during
the operations. 

Vehicles with decorative
or colored glass and fancy
plates had their registra-
tions suspended on the
spot. 

These registrations will
only be restored once the
vehicle owners remove the
tinted windows or unautho-
rized plates and pay the
applicable fines.

He warned that the vehi-
cles found using colored
glass or plates that do not
comply with the prescribed
format of the Excise
Department will not be

allowed to operate on the
roads until they meet all
legal requirements.

Bilal Azam, Director
Excise Islamabad, appealed
to residents of the capital to
deposit their token taxes on
time and remove any non-
compliant number plates. 

He urged citizens to use
only department-approved
number plates to avoid
penalties and legal action.

The director also stated
that the enforcement opera-
tion is being carried out on
a daily basis and will con-
tinue without interruption.

The ongoing drive
reflects the department’s
efforts to ensure that all
vehicles in Islamabad meet
legal standards for registra-
tion, identification, and
roadworthiness.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
bid to promote peace and
tolerance among Pakistan’s
youth, the European Union,
United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), National Cou-
nter Terrorism Authority
(NACTA) and Human Res-
ource Development Netw-
ork (HRDN) have joined
forces to launch the Youth
Engagement and Resilience
Initiative (YERI).

Governor Khyber Pakht-
unkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi attended the event as
the chief guest. He high-
lighted the crucial role of
youth in shaping Pakistan’s
future, said a press release
here on Thursday.

The Governor stressed
that instead of polarizing
young people, it’s essential
to harmonize them to sup-
port each other, fostering a

culture of peace, tolerance,
and unity. 

“By doing so, the youth
can become a powerful
force for positive change,
working together to build a
brighter future for the coun-
try,” he added.

He said, “Cultural
exchange and youth deter-
mination to promote peace
is critical for increasing tol-
erance in society and Pakis-
tan’s future is in the hands
of these young people.”

Robeela Bangash, CEO
of HRDN said “YERI rep-
resents a long-term invest-
ment in peace building
through inclusion, empow-
erment, and innovation-led
by the youth, for the
youth.” 

The event showcased the
project’s achievements,
success stories, and trans-
formative impact on young

communities in vulnerable
regions, featuring a Sufi
dance performance, live
testimonies from trained
youth leaders, and a presen-
tation by the YERI Project
Manager.

By empowering young
people and providing them
with the necessary skills
and knowledge, YERI is
helping to build a more resi-
lient and peaceful society.

It is worth mentioning
that YERI has empowered
over 130 Youth Champions
across four high-priority
districts - Swat, Bahawa-
lpur, Mirpur Khas, and
Turbat. 

The project focuses on
building youth-led
resilience through inclu-
sive, sustained engage-
ment, and has reignited dia-
logue, trust, and resilience
within communities.

Gillani pledges
support for

merged
districts’ uplift

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Senate Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani reassured a large
tribal delegation that the
Senate will champion the
rights of the formerly
Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA), now
merged with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), and
prioritize addressing their
needs. The 90-member
Jirga, led by KP Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi, met
with Gilani at Parliament
House to discuss ongoing
issues including unequal
resource allocation, delayed
development initiatives,
and limited access to
employment and education.

Gilani vowed that the
sacrifices of the people
from the erstwhile FATA
would be recognized
through continuous
progress, job creation,
improved healthcare and
education, and lasting
peace. He commended
Governor Kundi for advo-
cating for the tribal popula-
tion and promised to raise
the matter in the Senate to
develop a national strategy
for the region"s economic,
political, and administrative
integration.

The Chairman Senate
recalled Pakistan"s history
of humanitarian aid, refer-
encing the nation"s support
for Afghan refugees and the
efficient resettlement of
internally displaced persons
(IDPs) during his time as
Prime Minister. He also
highlighted the connection
between poverty, illiteracy,
and insecurity, emphasizing
the importance of justice
and economic advancement
for peace. He urged for effi-
cient utilization of the
merged districts" natural
resources and called on
provinces to fulfill their
developmental responsibili-
ties.

Governor Kundi reiterat-
ed the demand for the
merged districts" 3% con-
stitutional share from the
National Finance
Commission (NFC) Award,
expressing concern over
unmet financial commit-
ments and lack of trans-
parency. He explained that
despite the merger increas-
ing KP"s size and popula-
tion, poverty has worsened
due to insufficient funding.

Tribal elders expressed
anxieties about unkept NFC
pledges, unresolved issues
of IDPs, and the lack of
public input in the merger
process. They called for
reinstating the traditional
Jirga system and expressed
confidence in Gilani"s lead-
ership. Gilani concluded by
affirming the Senate"s com-
mitment to protecting the
rights of the merged dis-
tricts and advocating for
their complete integration
into the national main-
stream. 

UNODC, NACTA,
and HRDN to 
promote peace

Around 120,913 foreign
jobs available with BEOE

Next monsoon spell to
start July 28: Met Office

FIA launches major reforms, sets up command room

PBM, OPF set a pathway
for strategic collaboration
in social protection field

Excise deptt cracks down:

158 vehicles fines over
Rs9.5 million: Director

NDMA saves 1,777 lives in
flood rescue operations



688 more Afghans freed

KABUL (Pajhwok): The Ministry of
Refugees and Repatriation said 688 more
Afghan refugees have returned to their
homeland after being released from prisons
in Pakistan. These individuals returned to
the country, the ministry announced in a
brief post on its X handle on Thursday.
Citing Spin Boldak-based officials in
Kandahar, the ministry wrote the returnees
spent one to seven days in jails and had been
arrested in various parts of Pakistan.

1 killed, 5 hurt in accident

KHOST CITY (Pajhwok): One individual
has been killed and five others injured as a
result of traffic accident in Khost, an official
said on Thursday. Police spokesman Tahir
Ahrar told Pajhwok Afghan News the acci-
dent took place after a car veered off the
road and overturned in Nadir Shah Kot dis-
trict of Khost-Gardez highway on
Wednesday. He said one individual lost his
live and five others wounded the injured
evacuated to hospital for treatment.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

Muharram 29, 1447 — Friday, July 25, 2025

The Frontier Post

FEROZKOH (Pajhwok): A
driver of a UN vehicle has
been arrested over a traffic
accident that resulted in the
death of two children in
western Ghor province, an
official said on Thursday,
but the UN mission in
Afghanistan has not yet
commented in this regard.

In a statement, Infor-
mation and Culture Dire-
ctor Maulvi Abdul Hai

Za’em said the accident
took place in Poshta Gaw
Morak area near Ferozkoh
city on the Kabul-Ghor
route on Monday.

“A United Nations (UN)
vehicle driven by a UN
security force soldier sta-
tioned in Bamyan province
collided with two children,
killing both of them,” he
added.

According to him, the

victims were two sisters
named Masouda, 8, and
Setayesh, 4, residents of the
Posht Gaw Morak area.

Za’em explained the
driver has been arrested and
an investigation has been
launched into how the inci-
dent occurred.

However, the UN or its
representation in Afgha-
nistan has not yet respond-
ed to this incident.

LOGAR (BNA): Afgha-
nistan’s Minister of Public
Health, Mawlavi Noor Jalal
Jalali, along with an
accompanying delegation,
visited Logar province and
officially inaugurated five
new healthcare centers,
built at a cost of $500,000.

At the inauguration cere-
mony, Minister Jalali expr-
essed satisfaction over the
completion of these facilities

and stated that the new cen-
ters would provide essential
maternal and child health-
care services to residents of
remote areas in the province.

Logar Governor Mawlavi
Mohammad Anwar
Dinparwar hailed the devel-
opment as a major achieve-
ment for local healthcare
and called for the implemen-
tation of similar infrastruc-
ture projects in the region.

Logar’s Director of
Public Health, Hafiz
Saeedurrahman Qadri, said
the centers were construct-
ed with financial support
from the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA),
in Pul-e-Alam (the provin-
cial capital) and the dis-
tricts of Charkh, Kharwar,
Baraki Barak, and Khoshi.

He added that these
health centers are expected

to provide maternal and
child health services to
around 15,000 families.

UNFPA Afghanistan’s
country representative,
Koua Ban Tanhassandy,
emphasized the organiza-
tion’s continued commit-
ment to supporting health-
care services in partnership
with the Islamic Emirate,
especially in underserved
and remote communities.

HERAT (BNA): Mullah
Abdul Latif Mansoor,
Minister of Water and
Energy of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan,
visited a returnee settle-
ment in the Islam Qala bor-
der area of Herat province,
where Afghan nationals
returning from Iran are
temporarily housed.

According to a statement
issued by the Ministry,
Minister Mansoor wel-
comed the returnees and
affirmed that the Islamic
system is now firmly in
place in the country. He
stressed that officials of the
Islamic Emirate are working
tirelessly to create employ-
ment opportunities so that
Afghans will no longer need
to seek work abroad.

During the visit, the
minister also met with

members of the committee
established to address
issues faced by returnees.

He stated that the concerns
of Afghans arriving from
Iran would be shared with

relevant central authorities
in Kabul for appropriate
action.

KABUL (TOLOnews): The
spokesperson for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Uzbekistan stated that
the country places particu-
lar importance on expand-
ing comprehensive rela-
tions with Afghanistan
based on principles of
good-neighborliness and
mutual benefit.

In a statement posted on
his X account, Akhror Burk-
hanov wrote that Uzbekistan
actively supports the deep-
ening of economic, political,
and humanitarian coopera-
tion with Afghanistan.

He added that in 2024,
trade volume between Kab-
ul and Tashkent exceeded
one billion dollars. Acco-
rding to Burkhanov, Uzbek-
istan has supplied essential
resources such as electricity

to Afghanistan and signed
investment and trade agree-
ments worth $2.5 billion
between the two countries.

The Foreign Ministry
spokesperson also noted
that major initiatives such
as the Trans-Afghan rail-
way demonstrate Uzbekis-
tan’s commitment to trans-
forming Afghanistan into a
regional trade and transit
hub and to enhancing con-
nectivity between Central
and South Asia.

He further stated that
diplomatically, Tashkent
engages constructively
with the authorities of the
Islamic Emirate of Afgh-
anistan and supports inclu-
sive governance and Afgha-
nistan’s integration into
international frameworks.

The statement also em-

phasized that Uzbekistan
remains committed to pro-
moting peace, stability, and
prosperity in Afghanistan
and continues to play a sig-
nificant role in regional
security and development.

Since the rise of the
Islamic Emirate in the
1990s, relations between
Uzbekistan and the Islamic
Emirate have gone through
various phases. Like other
countries around the world,
Afghanistan-Uzbekistan
relations have also been
influenced by political
developments, experienc-
ing both positive and nega-
tive phases over time.
Currently, Kabul and
Tashkent enjoy stronger
economic relations than
ever before, alongside their
political ties.

HERAT (BNA): Officials
from the High Commission
for Refugee Affairs say that
around 2 billion Afghanis
have been distributed and
spent in the past month to
address the situation of
refugees in the country.

Mawlabi Ahmadullah
Wasiq, a member of the
High Commission for
Refugees, said in a press
conference at the Islam
Qala border that 2,000 Afg-

hanis are distributed daily
to each individual from ref-
ugee families, totaling up to
30 million Afghanis per day
allocated to this group.

He added that, in addi-
tion to this, all services for
refugees, including food,
transportation, healthcare,
and registration, are provid-
ed free of charge, and this
process is ongoing.

Wasiq also stated that
the Islamic Emirate is dis-

tributing aid directly, but he
called on charitable organi-
zations, businessmen, and
philanthropists to cooperate
in rebuilding homes for the
refugees.

Meanwhile, officials at
the Islam Qala border com-
mission said that nearly one
million refugees have
entered the country through
this border so far, and the
return of refugees from Iran
continues.

KABUL (Pajhwok): The
Ministry of Rural Rehab-
ilitation and Development
(MoRRD) says hundreds of
development projects have
been implemented across
various provinces during
the past one year.

Speaking during an
ongoing series of briefings
on the annual achievements
of government institutions
on Thursday, ministry offi-
cials stated that despite
repeated requests, the
World Bank showed no
interest in completing its
unfinished projects in
Afghanistan.

Mullah Mohammad You-
nus Akhund, Acting Mini-
ster of Rural Rehabilitation
and Development, told rep-
orters at the Government
Media and Information
Center that they had held
four meetings with World
Bank representatives to dis-
cuss the incomplete projects
and the unpaid salaries of
former project employees.

He noted that two of the
meetings were held in per-
son and two virtually.
During these meetings,
they informed the World
Bank that thousands of its
projects remain unfinished
across Afghanistan.

According to Akhund,
World Bank representatives
made it clear they were not
interested in completing
these projects and said the

Islamic Emirate should use
its own budget to finish
them.

He added: “They [the
World Bank] clearly told
me regarding the employ-
ees who worked with them
before the takeover, and the
projects for which we are
financially liable—whether
it’s 10,000 or 20,000—we
will pay their dues and
salaries. Our representative
is currently in talks with the
Ministry of Finance to
develop a payment mecha-
nism. However, for the
unfinished projects, we are
not willing to proceed. If
the Islamic Emirate wants
to complete them using its
own budget, they may do
so; otherwise, we are not
prepared to continue those
projects.”

He further said: “Many
years have passed since
these projects began. If we
are to complete them now,
we would need to start from
scratch.”

In addition, ministry
officials reported that hun-
dreds of projects were
implemented over the past
year, with several others
currently underway.

Maulvi Mirza Moham-
mad Shakeeb, Chief of
Staff of the Ministry, said
that more than 842 clean
drinking water supply proj-
ects were completed last
year, and 559 more are cur-
rently being implemented.

He also stated that 737
irrigation projects—includ-
ing the construction of
canals, cleaning of under-
ground water channels

(kariz), building of retain-
ing walls, and check
dams—are in progress.

Shakeeb highlighted that
the first phase of the major
Wakhan Corridor project,
which includes the rehabili-
tation of 49 kilometers of
road, has been completed.
Only a few associated buil-
dings are still under con-
struction and are expected
to be finished soon.

He added that the second
phase of the Wakhan
Corridor project is advanc-
ing rapidly.

According to Shakeeb,
thousands of Afghan citi-
zens have been provided
with employment opportu-
nities during the implemen-
tation of these projects.

KABUL (Pajhwok): Acute
drought in parts of
Afghanistan has psycholog-
ically impacted farmers
who face serious economic
hardships; with some even
forced to leave their areas.
They are urging the govern-
ment and the international
community for help.

Experts say the govern-
ment and the international
community must provide
necessary assistance to
affected farmers, distribute
drought-resistant crop
seeds, and lift sanctions on
Afghanistan so that the
Afghan government can
access financial resources
to address the crisis.

The government has also
called for assistance in this
regard. The head of the
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) in
Afghanistan considers both
short-term and long-term
support for affected farmers
as essential, saying that the
organization is currently
focused on providing short-
term aid.

Climate change, its
impact on Afghanistan

The global climate is
changing rapidly, leading to
droughts in some regions
and severe storms, heavy
rainfall, and flooding in
others.

Afghanistan, despite
contributing only about
0.19% of global green-
house gas emissions, ranks

fourth among countries
most affected by climate
change, according to
reports.

This situation has
severely impacted the
country’s agricultural sec-
tor, which remains the pri-
mary source of livelihood
for nearly 80% of Afghans.

Irregular rainfall and
floods caused by climate
change have also led to
crop failures and reduced
yields.

Severe drought, farm-
ers’ concerns

Sakhidad, a resident of
Kasi village in Firozkoh,
the capital of Ghor
province, told Pajhwok
Afghan News that while he
managed to gain some har-
vest last year, this year, due
to drought, he couldn’t
even break-even.

He said, “This year I cul-
tivated 490 kilograms of
wheat, but not even seven
grains have sprouted. I cul-
tivated 210 kilograms of
barley, but they didn’t
sprout either. I also planted
potatoes, but the drought
burned them in the ground
— only weeds remain.”

Due to these problems,
he is experiencing mental
stress, saying: “I’m con-
stantly thinking and worry-
ing about what to do and
how to provide for my chil-
dren… I’m overwhelmed
with concern. I rely on God
first and the government

second for support.”
He called on the govern-

ment to provide drought-
resistant crop seeds to
farmers and, if agricultural
assistance is not possible,
the government should help
them find alternative liveli-
hoods.

Sher Mohammad, a resi-
dent of Garmsir district in
Helmand, said this year he
harvested very less that he
couldn’t even cover his
costs.

“In the past, I used to
cultivate up to 10 acres of
land, but now I’ve lost hope
because the crops no longer
yield. We don’t have the
infrastructure to store rain-
water,” he said.

In Helmand, people
mainly grow cotton, wheat,
watermelon, beans, and
potatoes and have various
fruit orchards.

Sher Mohammad added:
“Now there are districts and
areas in Helmand where
people don’t cultivate any-
thing because there’s no
water. The more they dig
wells, the lower the water
drops.”

He said: “The decrease
in crop yield has deeply
affected us. Life has
become very hard. We can’t
use our land. We’re con-
fused how to get food.
Many people are distressed.
We’re looking for other
work. This has caused psy-
chological issues for us.

We’re on medication and
are now forced to leave our
land and find new jobs.”

Abdul Hai, a resident of
Delji area in Musa Qala
district of Helmand, has
been displaced to Lashka-
rgah city for more than two
years due to drought.

He said about his dis-
placement: “Since arriving
here, I haven’t enjoyed a
single day like I did back
home. We had four acres of
land there. Everything
depends on water. Now
water levels have dropped
to 150 meters, and some
people can’t even access
drinking water.”

He added: “I was the
first to suffer psychological
issues. The mental stress
comes from not being able
to support one’s family.
Here in Lashkargah, there
comes days when I can’t
even earn five afghanis.”

Rohul Amin, a resident
of the 26th canal area of
Shinwari district in
Nangarhar, also com-
plained about drought in his
area, saying he can’t even
recover the cost of farming.

“Yields have dropped by
40%, and expenses have
increased. After covering
the costs, we’re left with
nothing. Drought has seri-
ously hurt us. Climate
change is deeply worrying
us,” he said.

According to him, agri-
culture is their only source

of income, and they are fac-
ing drought while still
needing to meet their
household expenses.

Haji Mir Hamza, a resi-
dent of Muhammad Omar
Kurdu area in the capital of
Nimroz province, raised
similar concerns: “By God,
crops are at a loss. I pay
laborers from my own
pocket. I pay tractor costs
from my own pocket…
When we need water, it’s
not available.”

He added: “There’s a lot
of anxiety due to the
drought — I am worried
about my neighbors and
livestock. If I sell them this
year due to drought, I won’t
be able to buy them back
next year. Without water,
there’s no life. Both the
farmer and the landowner
are worried.”

He urged that water from
the Kajaki Dam in
Helmand should be
released to Nimroz when
needed so people can bene-
fit from their fields.

“Drought has affected
my mental health, and that
of other farmers. When
they cultivate and see the
canals are dry, they get
depressed. Every year
there’s loss, and the only
hope for farmers is their
harvest. If they don’t get it,
it seriously affects their
mental state,” he added.

All these individuals
appealed to the government

and international communi-
ty for help.

“Farmers need psycho-
logical support as well”

Dr. Wahdat Alokozai,
Head of Curative Medicine
at the Ministry of Public
Health, told Pajhwok that
farmers are more vulnera-
ble than others to the nega-
tive effects of climate
change.

He said drought causes
economic problems for
farmers, which lead to anx-
iety, mental health issues,
and eventually physical ill-
nesses.

Dr. Wahdat urged the
government to provide
mental health and psy-
chosocial support to affect-
ed farmers and, if agricul-
tural work is no longer fea-
sible, help them find alter-
native jobs to improve their
livelihood.

“Farmers should be
given drought-resistant
seeds”

Climate change expert
Sayed Mohammad
Sulaimankhel said the gov-
ernment and aid agencies
must help farmers cultivate
crops that require less
water.

He emphasized that the
Ministry of Agriculture and
relevant institutions must
raise awareness about
drought-resistant farming
and provide such seeds to
farmers.

He added that Afghani-

stan cannot tackle this issue
alone and needs interna-
tional assistance.

Sulaimankhel called for
lifting sanctions on
Afghanistan so the govern-
ment can access funding
and implement projects.

FAO: Our focus is no
short-term aid to farmers

Richard Trenchard, head
of the UN’s Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) in Afghanistan, in an
exclusive interview told
Pajhwok that the agency
has always responded to
climate-related disasters
with emergency assistance.

“When people and farm-
ing systems are affected by
floods, droughts, or other
climate events, we try to
help them — especially in
keeping their livestock
alive and healthy. If crops
are destroyed, we provide
them with quality,
improved seeds to restart
farming,” he said.

Without providing
specifics, he said FAO has
built water check-dams in
some areas, worked to
combat locust infestations,
and is currently engaged in
various projects to assist
those affected by climate
change, including distribut-
ing seeds, animal feed, vac-
cines, and more.

He stressed the need for
both short- and long-term
support for farmers affected
by climate change.

“Currently, FAO is
focusing on short-term sup-
port to help mitigate the
impacts of sudden climate
shocks — like droughts and
floods — and to empower
farmers so they are not
weakened in the future and
can better withstand cli-
mate threats,” he said.

He added that countries
can fight climate change by
implementing effective nat-
ional strategies and policies.

Global support key to
combat the effects of cli-
mate change

Maulvi Ghulam Moham-
mad Kazim Shahamat,
spokesman for the Ministry
of Agriculture, Irrigation,
and Livestock, said drought
posed a serious threat to
Afghanistan’s farmers and
herders, many of whom
have been affected.

He said, without provid-
ing further details, that the
ministry has implemented
some projects in coordina-
tion with international part-
ners to mitigate the effects
of drought. These include
building check-dams, dis-
tributing aid, providing
food for people and ani-
mals, and distributing
drought-resistant seeds.

He added that the min-
istry was still working to
implement similar projects
but emphasized the need
for international assistance
to fight the effects of cli-
mate change.

Ghor records
above 300

measles cases
in 3 months

FEROZKOH (Pajhwok):
Health officials in western
Ghor say more than 300
children were infected with
measles during the first
three months of this solar
year and two of them died
from the disease.

Mohammad Nasir Parsa,
chief physician at Ghor
Provincial Hospital, spoke
about the rise in measles
cases in the province, say-
ing: “In the first three
months of this year, around
318 children were admitted
to our hospital, and unfortu-
nately, two of them died.
During the same period last
year, 218 measles cases had
been recorded in our hospi-
tal, but we had no fatalities.”

According to him,
throughout last year, 770
positive measles cases were
registered at the hospital,
with four children losing
their lives.

He also stated that their
medical teams worked
around the clock to care for
all patients, especially chil-
dren infected with measles.

Meanwhile, Mohammad
Musa Ulfat, a pediatric
intensive care doctor at the
provincial hospital, said
that measles was a highly
contagious and dangerous
disease that could spread to
healthy children.

He further explained: “If
measles is not treated on
time, it can cause serious
damage to the lungs and
brain, lead to malnutrition,
and even result in death.
Therefore, families should
make every effort to take
their children to health cen-
ters on time.”

On the other hand,
Maulvi Abdul Wahid
Hamas, the director of pub-
lic health in Ghor, told
Pajhwok: “Based on the
data we have received,
most of the measles out-
break occurred in ‘white
zones,’ but timely action
was taken. Our teams were
dispatched to the affected
areas, vaccines were deliv-
ered, and control measures
were implemented. As you
know, no measles vaccina-
tion campaign had been
conducted over the past
two to three years.”

He added: “God willing,
in the near future you will
see a measles vaccination
campaign conducted across
all of Ghor, and there is no
need for concern.”

According to him, the
most effective way to pre-
vent measles is through
timely and regular vaccina-
tion of children. He recom-
mended that if early symp-
toms such as fever, cough-
ing, and skin rashes are
observed, families should
immediately take their chil-
dren to health centers to
prevent the disease from
progressing and causing
serious complications.

Parents of children infec-
ted with measles expressed
satisfaction with healthcare
services provided at Ghor
Provincial Hospital.

Climate change, drought: Serious threat to agri sector, raising farmers’ concerns

‘WB not interested in
unfinished projects’

5 new health centers inaugurated

Minister visits returnee camp

Uzbekistan to
strengthening ties
with Afghanistan

Aid package rolled out
for returnees from Iran

UN driver arrested after fatal
accident in Ghor province
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F.P. Report

QUETTA: A court in Quetta has
remanded a woman to the Serious
Crime Investigation Wing for two days
in connection with the double murder
case in Sanjidi involving her daughter,
Bano Bibi. The anti-terrorism court
(ATC) ordered the remand after Gul
Jan was presented before it by investi-
gating officials, who had requested
custody for further probe. 

According to the investigation offi-
cer, Javed Buzdar, Gul Jan was arrest-
ed a day earlier after a video surfaced
on social media in which she repeated-
ly confessed to the killing of her
daughter. In the video, Gul Jan is seen
holding the Holy Quran and admitting
to killing Bano Bibi in the name of
honour, citing Baloch tribal customs.
She further claimed that no unlawful
action was taken by her tribe's elders,
stating they had no role in the decision.

The murder, which took place
around six weeks ago, involved
Bano Bibi and a man named
Ehsanullah, both of whom were shot
dead in the Degari area near Quetta
in what police described as an hon-
our-related incident. Authorities
confirmed that two other suspects,
Sardar Sherbaz and Bashir Ahmed,
are already in custody under a 10-
day remand with the Serious Crime
Investigation Wing.

Woman’s mother remanded 
after ‘honour killing’ confession

MOSCOW (AP): Forty-
eight people have died in a
plane crash in Russia’s Far
East, the head of the coun-
try’s Amur region said in a
statement Thursday.

The An-24 passenger
plane disappeared from
radar as it travelled from
the city of
Blagoveshchensk on the
Russian-Chinese border to
the town of Tynda.
Rescuers later found the
aircraft’s burning wreckage
amid dense forests on a
hillside south of its planned
destination.

Regional Gov. Vasily
Orlov said that all passen-
gers and crew on board the
aircraft were killed in the
crash. He also announced
three days of mourning. A
passenger plane carrying 49
people, including 5 chil-
dren, crashed in Russia’s
Far Eastern Amur region
Thursday, local emergency
services said. Russian news
agencies said that an initial
aerial inspection suggested
there were no survivors.

Russia’s Emergency
Situations Ministry said
that they had found the
burning fuselage of the
Soviet-designed twin turbo

prop plane on a hillside
south of its planned desti-
nation in the town of
Tynda, more than 7,000
kilometers (4,350 miles)
east of Moscow. Images of
the reported crash site cir-
culated by Russian state
media show debris scat-
tered among dense forest,
surrounded by plumes of
smoke.

In a video message post-
ed Thursday evening local
time, Amur regional Gov.
Vasily Orlov said that res-
cuers had still been unable
to reach the remote location
where the plane crashed.
Russia’s Interfax news
agency said there were
adverse weather conditions
at the time of the crash, cit-
ing unnamed sources in the
emergency services.
Several Russian news out-
lets also reported that the
aircraft was almost 50 years
old, citing data taken from
the plane’s tail number.

The transport prosecu-
tor’s office in the Far East
reported that the site of the
crash was 15 kilometers (9
miles) south of Tynda. The
office said in an online
statement that the plane
attempted a second

approach while trying to
land when contact with it
was lost.

Forty-three passengers,
including five children, as
well as six crew members
were on board the An-24
passenger plane as it trav-
eled from the city of
Blagoveshchensk on the
Russian-Chinese border to
the town of Tynda, Orlov
said. The plane had initially
departed from Khabarovsk
before making its way to
Blagoveshchensk on the
Russian-Chinese border
and onwards to Tynda.
Russia’s Emergency
Situations Ministry report-
ed that 48 people were on
board the flight, which was
operated by Siberia-based
Angara Airlines. The rea-
son for the discrepancy was
not immediately clear.

The authorities have
launched a probe on the
charge of flight safety vio-
lations that resulted in mul-
tiple deaths, a standard pro-
cedure in aviation acci-
dents. Aviation incidents
have been frequent in
Russia, especially in recent
years as international sanc-
tions have squeezed the
country’s aviation sector. 

48 people die in passenger
plane crash in Russia

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
on Thursday unanimously
passed a strong resolution
condemning the public and
illegal execution of a couple
in broad daylight in
Balochistan, allegedly on
the orders of a so-called
jirga in the name of “hon-
our.”

The resolution, moved by
Senator Sherry Rehman on
her own behalf and on
behalf of Senators
Mohammad Abdul Qadir,
Jan Muhammad, Mohsin
Aziz, Haji Hidayatullah
Khan, Kamil Ali Agha, Raja
Nasir Abbas, Palwasha
Mohammad Zai Khan,
Irfan-ul-Haque Siddiqui,
Quratulain Marri, and Syed
Faisal Ali Subzwari, was
adopted by the House dur-
ing its sitting on July 24.

The resolution con-
demned the heinous and
premeditated act as an
abhorrent crime and a gross
violation of human rights,
the Constitution, and the
laws of Pakistan. It declared
that such barbaric killings
must not be justified under
cultural or tribal practices
and emphasized that the
concept of “honour” cannot
override constitutional pro-
tections. It highlighted that
despite existing legal safe-
guards, the implementation

on the ground remains
weak, leading to subversion
of justice, particularly in
cases targeting women.

The House resolved that
such so-called honour
killings constitute murder
and must be prosecuted
under the relevant laws
without compromise. It
called upon the government
to ensure immediate and
transparent investigation
into the recent killings and
bring all those involved—
including those who con-
vened or sanctioned any
jirga—to justice without
delay.

The resolution also urged
law enforcement agencies to
treat such incidents strictly
under the Pakistan Penal
Code and called on the
Ministry of Law and Justice
and Ministry of Human
Rights to review enforce-
ment gaps in existing laws.
Furthermore, it stressed the
need to train prosecutors
and investigators to handle
gender-based and honour-
related crimes as serious
offenses and urged both fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments to launch awareness
campaigns rejecting hon-
our-based violence and reaf-
firming the primacy of con-
stitutional law. The Senate
reaffirmed its commitment
to upholding the rights,

safety, and dignity of all cit-
izens, especially women, as
guaranteed by the
Constitution of Pakistan,
according to the resolution
passed by the House.

Meanwhile, Chairman
Senate Syed Yousaf Raza
Gillani administered the
oath to eight newly elected
members of the Upper
House and obtained their
signatures, marking their
formal induction into the
Senate. Those who took
oath included former federal
minister Noor-ul-Haq
Qadri, former senator Faisal
Javed Khan, BISP chairper-
son and PPP senator Rubina
Khalid and Senator Talha
Mehmood.

Other senators included
Niaz Ahmed , Dilawar
Khan, Atta-ul-Haq and for-
mer deputy chairman Senate
Mirza Muhammad Afridi.
The oath-taking ceremony
was held in the Senate Hall
of Parliament House, fol-
lowed by the signing of the
roll register by the mem-
bers. Chairman Senate wel-
comed the newly sworn-in
members, expressing confi-
dence that their contribu-
tions would bolster parlia-
mentary proceedings and
enrich legislative discourse.
After the formalities, the
senators exchanged pleas-
antries with the chairman.

Senate passes resolution against
killing of couple in Balochistan

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The lower
court of Islamabad on
Thursday turned down a
request to let the Advocate
General record a statement
on behalf of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister (CM) Ali Amin
Gandapur in a case related
to alleged liquor and illegal
weapons recovery.

The court upheld the
arrest warrants and directed
Gandapur to record his
statement in person or via
video link at the next hear-
ing. Judicial Magistrate
Mubashir Hassan Chishti
rejected the plea submitted
by the Advocate General of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
record the statement under
Section 342 on behalf of
CM Ali Amin Gandapur,
who is an accused in an
ongoing case involving the

alleged recovery of liquor
and illegal arms.

During Thursday’s hear-
ing, Gandapur’s lawyer,
Raja Zahoorul Hassan
Advocate, informed the
court that the Advocate
General of KP would repre-
sent the chief minister in
court. The judge initially
paused the hearing to allow
both representatives to
appear. When the proceed-
ings resumed, KP Advocate
General Shah Faisal and
Raja Zahoorul Hassan
appeared before the court
and filed an application
seeking Gandapur’s
exemption from appear-
ance. The Advocate
General explained that a
grand jirga was being held
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
with tribal elders from
across the country attend-
ing, and requested the court
to delay the case hearing

until September.
Judge Chishti, while

turning down the request,
said that the detailed order
would clarify the court’s
position. The court then
adjourned the hearing and
maintained the previously
issued arrest warrants for
Gandapur. The court also
rejected the Advocate
General’s request to record
Gandapur’s statement
under Section 342 of the
Criminal Procedure Code
on his behalf. Instead, the
court directed Gandapur to
either appear in person or
record his statement via
video link in the next hear-
ing. The court warned that
failure to submit the state-
ment could result in the
forfeiture of the defen-
dant’s right to present their
version of events. The
hearing was adjourned
until July 29.

Court rejects request to
record KP CM’s statement

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to the Chief
Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Information and Public Relations,
Barrister Dr. Saif, has strongly con-
demned the recent convictions of PTI
leaders, stating that these sentences
are part of a well-orchestrated politi-
cal scheme aimed at weakening the
movement for the release of Imran
Khan.

He said the timing of these false
convictions just before the launch of
the movement for Imran Khan’s
release clearly indicates a desperate
attempt by the illegitimate govern-
ment to suppress the PTI leadership
and its supporters. "The sentencing of
our leaders in fabricated cases reveals
the fear and panic within the fake
regime regarding the growing
momentum of the movement for
Imran Khan’s freedom," said Dr. Saif.

"These actions will not succeed in
intimidating our leadership or silenc-
ing our party." Barrister Saif further
condemned the unjust 10-year prison
sentence handed to Dr. Yasmin
Rashid, a senior PTI leader battling
cancer, describing it as an example of
the cruelty and inhumanity of the cur-
rent regime. Despite the convictions,
he praised the unwavering courage of
Dr. Rashid and other party leaders.
"Their resilience in the face of injus-
tice is truly commendable," he added.

Dr. Saif affirmed that preparations
for the nationwide campaign for
Imran Khan’s release are in full
swing, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa under the leadership of
Ali Amin Khan Gandapur. Worker
conventions and corner meetings are

being held across the province, many
of which are transforming into mas-
sive public gatherings, highlighting
the enthusiasm of both PTI workers
and the general public. These gather-
ings are a clear sign of public support
and the unstoppable spirit of our
workers," he added. He concluded by
stating that the entire province is
mobilized and the people are actively
participating in preparations for the
movement. PTI leaders and workers
are ready to make any sacrifice for
the release of their leader, Imran
Khan.

Meanwhile, a high-level twelve-
member delegation from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, led by Barrister Dr.
Saif, advisor to the Chief Minister on
Information and Public Relations, has
arrived in Urumqi, the capital of
theXinjiang. The visit, arranged at the
invitation of the Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, is part of a Religious
Diplomacy Program aimed at
strengthening bilateral diplomatic,
religious, cultural, and economic
relations between the two countries.

The delegation received a warm
welcome from representatives of the
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs
upon arrival at Urumqi Airport.
During their visit, the delegation
toured the historic Shanze Grand
Mosque and the Grand Bazaar, where
they were introduced to the rich
Islamic heritage, culture, and tradi-
tions of Xinjiang.

The delegation also visited the
Museum on Countering Extremism
and Terrorism, where they were
briefed on the Chinese government's
efforts in combating terrorism, pro-
moting social stability, and fostering

economic growth. Barrister Dr. Saif
commended these initiatives and
described Xinjiang’s development
and peace as a model of regional har-
mony.

Another key highlight of the visit
was a tour of a high-tech agricultural
facility, where the delegation was
briefed on modern techniques in
plantation, irrigation, and the use of
artificial intelligence to enhance crop
productivity. Speaking on the occa-
sion Barrister Dr Saif said that
China’s rapid progress in agriculture,
technology, and smart innovation
offers valuable lessons for Pakistan.
Our cooperation with China is paving
the way for economic stability and
development in the region.

The delegation also held meetings
with members of the local Muslim
community in Urumqi, discussing
mutual understanding, religious har-
mony, and interfaith dialogue. The
delegation includes prominent reli-
gious, scholarly, and political figures
from Pakistan.

Barrister Dr. Saif termed the visit
as a new dimension in Pakistan-
China relations, stating that such
interactions open up new avenues
for trust, harmony, and learning at
religious, cultural, and economic
levels. He emphasized that the
friendship between Pakistan and
China has stood the test of time.
From CPEC to cooperation in edu-
cation, industry, agriculture, and
security, both nations have demon-
strated unwavering support for each
other. Visits like this, he added, play
a crucial role in further deepening
and strengthening this strategic part-
nership.

Sentencing PTI leaders won’t stop
movement, it’ll strengthen it: Saif

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Tehreek Tahafuz
Ayeen-e-Pakistan (TTAP) and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
launched a joint political initiative on
Thursday, aiming to reinstate consti-
tutional governance, guarantee
impartial elections, and safeguard cit-
izens" rights. At a press conference in
Islamabad, TTAP leader Mehmood
Khan Achakzai, accompanied by
other senior figures, described the
partnership as a crucial national
endeavor to uphold democracy and
the constitution. Achakzai stated that
opposition groups are converging
towards a wider alliance, emphasiz-
ing their commitment to constitution-
al adherence.

He revealed plans for an All
Parties Conference (APC) on July 31
and August 1, urging all political fac-
tions to address the nation"s worsen-
ing political and constitutional
predicament. Achakzai cautioned that
failure to tackle these issues could
lead to further instability. He voiced
concern over the alleged denial of
justice to the party with the largest
public mandate, criticizing the report-
ed restrictions on PTI founder Imran
Khan, including alleged denial of
family visits. He stressed that while
not opposed to any military official,
everyone must operate within consti-
tutional limits.

PTI Secretary General Salman

Akram Raja declared the initiative a
national endeavor for all Pakistanis,
highlighting the involvement of vari-
ous political parties in safeguarding
fundamental rights. Raja proclaimed
a nationwide demonstration on
August 5 to underscore their commit-
ment to justice, democracy, and con-
stitutional supremacy. 

He condemned the alleged mock-
ery of the nation and stated that PTI,
despite being the largest political
entity, faces persecution, with leaders
receiving lengthy prison terms based

on affiliation. Raja also denounced
the purported suppression of free
speech and movement, alleging that
PTI’s founder has been unjustly
imprisoned for two years without a
fair trial. He demanded a fair trial for
Khan and all political detainees,
asserting it as a fundamental consti-
tutional right. This new political
campaign is poised to significantly
influence the country"s political
landscape, particularly with the
opposition"s growing unity before
anticipated elections.

Political parties unite for
rule of law, fair elections

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Incarce-
rated PTI founder and ex-
prime minister Imran Khan
has decried the lack of any
“meaningful momentum”
for the party’s planned
August 5 protest and
ordered its members to
immediately shun all their
differences. In a post
Thursday on his X account
— which is not operated
by Imran himself — a mes-
sage said to be sent on his
behalf stated: “Let me
make this absolutely clear:
every member of the party
must immediately set aside
all internal differences and
focus solely on the move-
ment planned for August
5th. I do not see any mean-
ingful momentum building
behind this initiative at
present. I am waging a bat-
tle against a 78-year-old
system, and my greatest
success is that despite
unprecedented oppression,
the public stands firmly
with me.”

The message said the
people had expressed their
trust in the PTI by voting
for it in the general elec-
tions, even in the absence
of an electoral symbol.
“After such a clear man-
date, it is the moral and
political responsibility of
every party member to

become the voice of the
people. It will be nothing
short of disgraceful and
condemnable if PTI lead-
ers waste time on internal
conflicts at this critical
juncture.

“Anyone found engag-
ing in factionalism within
the party will be expelled.
I am fighting for the future
of our generations and
every sacrifice I make is
for that cause. To create
rifts within the party at this
time would be a direct
betrayal of my mission and
vision,” the message
warned. Lashing out at the
government, the message
said it had “crippled the
judiciary” through the 26th
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l
Amendment. “The way
biased judges are now
delivering blatantly unjust
verdicts under these courts
is visible to the entire
nation. We must launch a
robust campaign to liberate
the judiciary, for no nation
can survive, let alone
progress, without judicial
independence.”

The message claimed
“inhumane conditions”
were being imposed upon
Imran’s spouse and former
first lady Bushra Bibi
while the PTI founder’s
conditions were them-
selves not good. “I am
enduring the harshest

prison term in the coun-
try’s history solely for the
supremacy of the
Constitution and in service
of my nation. The level of
oppression and authoritari-
anism is such that even the
water I have for ablution is
filthy and contaminated
with dirt, unfit for any
human being.”

Meanwhile, Imran’s
sons continued their
engagements in the United
States, where they current-
ly are before visiting
Pakistan for their father.
They met Republican
Congressman Joe Wilson
of South Carolina who had
introduced a bipartisan bill
in the US House of
Representatives in March,
calling for sanctions on
Pakistani state functionar-
ies over alleged human
rights violations, including
the “persecution” of their
father. 

They also met US
Congressman Brad
Sherman. “I am concerned
to hear that Khan remains
isolated from his family,
friends, attorneys and doc-
tors. His sons also shared
that his physical health
may be deteriorating. The
people of Pakistan deserve
to have their leaders be
treated fairly under the
law,” he said in a post on X
about the meeting.

Imran orders PTI
to shun all rifts

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar said on Thursday that
there was solid evidence
against the accused of May
9 tragedy and they were
awarded punishment on its
basis.

Talking to the media, he
said CCTV footage was
available, and it was known
who were involved in these
incidents. To a question, he
said in the 190 million
pound case, the founding
chairman of PTI could not
present any evidence in his
favour. The minister said

that the PTI leadership hav-
ing no defence in 190 mil-
lion pounds case, so they
were trying to hide behind
religion and the State of
Medina. 

"They say that we were
talking about the state of
Madina, so we were con-
victed in the 190 million
pound case", Attaullah
Tarar added. "The answer
to the 190 million pound
case is not religious, nor is
the state of Medina. They
should tell the nation how
they used billions of rupees
of the business tycoon.

The minister said that
the sons of the founding
chairman of the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf had the
right to campaign, but
wherever they are going,
they should tell people
that their father had been
convicted in the 190 mil-
lion pound corruption
case. He said the sons of
PTI founding chairman
should carry the fact sheet
of the 190 million pound
case with them and tell
anyone they meet that this
was a corruption case, not
a political one. He
remarked that the PTI
leadership was trying to
give the impression that
the 190 million pound case
is a politically motivated
case, which was wrong.

Sons of Imran have
right to campaign: Tarar

Explosion in
Syria kills 6,

injures dozens
DAMASCUS (AP): At
least six people were killed
and dozens injured in an
explosion in northern
Syria’s Idlib province, offi-
cials said Thursday. There
was no official statement on
the cause of the blast.

The Syrian Civil
Defense, also known as the
White Helmets, reported
that at least six people were
killed in the blast, which
took place in the town of
Maarat Misrin north of the
city of Idlib on Thursday.
“This is the death toll only
of those recovered by
Syrian Civil Defense teams,
who continue to search for
those trapped under the rub-
ble,” the White Helmets
said in a statement.

Syrian Minister of
Emergency and Disaster
Management Raed Al-
Saleh in a post on social
media platform X that
teams were transporting the
wounded and dead despite
“continued recurring explo-
sions in the area, which are
hampering response
efforts.” The state-run news
agency, SANA, reported
four people killed and 116
injured, citing health offi-
cials, without giving further
details.

PHC dismisses
PML-N

leader’s plea
Humayun Khan 

PESHAWAR: The two-
member bench of Peshawar
High Court (PHC) com-
prising Justice Ijaz Anwar
and Justice Fahim Wali, has
dismissed a contempt of
court petition filed by Syed
Haider Shah Bacha, a
provincial leader of
Pakistan Muslim League
(N), against his arrest, on
Thursday.

During the hearing,
Justice Ijaz Anwar
observed that if the court
summons the police in
every case, it would hinder
their ability to function.
The police admitted that
they had arrested the peti-
tioner but claimed that they
did not receive a court
order to refrain from doing
so. The court noted that if
the police had received
instructions from their
superiors to arrest the peti-
tioner, it would have been a
different matter.

The counsel informed
the court that the petitioner
was arrested under three
MPOs for protesting
against electricity load-
shedding and was sent to
Dera Ismail Khan jail.
Despite the court granting
protective bail and direct-
ing the police not to arrest
the petitioner, the police
still arrested him and sent
him to jail, which consti-
tutes contempt of court.

The police submitted
that there were 18 FIRs
registered against the peti-
tioner. Justice Ijaz Anwar
observed that the FIRs
reflect the petitioner's con-
duct. The court noted that if
the police had received
instructions from their
superiors to arrest the peti-
tioner, it would have been a
serious matter.

After hearing the argu-
ments, the PHC dismissed
the contempt of court peti-
tion. Justice Fahim Wali
observed that the police
had now stated that they
did not receive instructions
to arrest the petitioner and
had released him after
receiving the court's order.

Kohistan scam:
Court adjourns

hearing
Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: The Pes-
hawar Accountability Court
has adjourned the hearing
on interim bail applications
filed by eight accused per-
sons in the Kohistan finan-
cial scandal. The court
adjourned the hearing due
to the absence of the
accused's lawyers, on
Thursday.

The accused persons
include Raziullah,
Musharaf Shah, Abdul
Basit, Gul Rehman, Shafiq
Ali, Mahboob, Alamzeb,
and Yahya. They include
government employees,
bank officials, and contrac-
tors. The accused are
alleged to have embezzled
billions of rupees from the
government treasury.

The Kohistan scandal has
caused a loss of Rs. 40 bil-
lion to the government treas-
ury. The National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) is investigating the
mega scandal, which
involves the withdrawal of
funds from the government
treasury for development
projects that do not exist. So
far, NAB has taken nine
accused into custody and
issued call-up notices to sev-
eral others. Accountability
Court Judge Hamid Mughal
conducted the hearing on the
bail applications. During the
hearing, the court was
informed that the accused's
lawyers had requested an
adjournment, which was
granted by the court. The
court will now hear the bail
applications on a later date.

Retired official’s
body recovered

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The body of
a retired government official,
who was swept away by
floodwaters along with his
daughter in a private housing
society earlier this week, was
recovered from the Soan
River on Thursday, while the
search for his missing daugh-
ter is still going on.

A police spokesperson
told media that the incident
occurred on Tuesday during
heavy monsoon rain when
the father and daughter were
driving through a water-
logged street. Their vehicle
stalled near a stormwater
drain and was carried away
by the powerful current.

He said that rescue teams
comprising police, Rescue
1122 personnel, and divers
launched an immediate
search operation. Parts of the
vehicle, including its bumper
and side mirror, were found
downstream, which helped
rescue workers identify the
likely area of submersion.


