
Vol. XXXIXII          No. 157       Regd. No. 241      MUHARRAM 12 1447 -- TUESDAY, JULY 08 2025   PESHAWAR EDITION 12 PAGES PRICE. 30

www.thefrontierpost.com

3 oil tankers hijacked
F.P. Report

BANNU: Armed men hijacked three oil
tankers and abducted seven crew mem-
bers from the Tuchi bridge area of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu district on
Monday, according to the police. Bannu
DPO Saleem Khan Kulachi told media:
“The incident occurred near Marwat
Canal in the Tuchi bridge area and a total
of three oil tankers were hijacked and
their seven crew members abducted.”

1 dead, 6 tourists injured
F.P. Report

DIR UPPER: One young man died
while six others sustained serious
injuries when a vehicle carrying
tourists lost control and plunged into a
deep ravine on Monday near the
Baraqot area on the way to Kumrat.
Upon receiving the emergency call,
Rescue 1122 Upper Dir control room
immediately dispatched emergency
response teams.
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Etisalat Group led by CEO Hatem Dowidar calledo on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: As many as
eight people were killed in
rain-related incidents in
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) said.
According to NDMA, a
cloudburst in the Kahuta
area of Rawalpindi caused
flash floods, with water
entering several homes and
shops. Meanwhile, a house
roof also collapsed in the
nearby area, resulting in the
death of a child.

The parents and two
other children were rescued
from the debris with multi-
ple injuries. Earlier, inter-
mittent rain was recorded in
Lahore since morning, sig-
nificantly improving the
weather by breaking the
intense heat and humidity.
The highest recorded rain-
fall in Lahore was 74 mm in
the Pani Wala Talab area.
Moreover, rain-related inci-
dents led to the deaths of
two people in Punjab.
Meanwhile, five people
were killed and two others
injured in rain-related inci-
dents during last 24 hours
across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

According to a report of
the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority, one
house was also completely

demolished due to rains.
Losses were also reported
in areas including
Peshawar, Buner,
Malakand, and Mansehra.
The PDMA has directed the
district administration to
ensure immediate relief to
the affected families and
provision of best medical
facilities to the injured.

The National
Emergencies Operation
Center (NEOC) has issued a
weather advisory forecast-
ing substantial monsoon
downpours across Pakistan
until July 10, 2025. The
heavy precipitation is antic-
ipated due to increased
humidity from the Bay of
Bengal and Arabian Sea,
coupled with a westerly
wave.

The intense rainfall is
projected to concentrate in
the basins of major rivers,
specifically in North-
Eastern and Central Punjab,
Lower Sindh, Southern and
North-Eastern Balochistan,
Central Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Azad Jammu
& Kashmir, and areas of
Gilgit-Baltistan. This
weather pattern is expected
to cause elevated water lev-
els in significant water-
ways, including the Kabul,
Indus, and Chenab rivers.

Rivers at Tarbela,
Kalabagh, and Chashma are
presently at low flood

stages and could rise fur-
ther. The Chenab River at
Marala and Qadirabad is
also predicted to reach low
flood levels. The Swat and
Panjkora rivers, along with
their tributaries and
streams, are anticipated to
swell. Nullahs originating
from the Pir Panjal range in
North-Eastern Punjab could
also experience significant
swelling, potentially caus-
ing localized inundation.

The Jhelum River in
AJ&K and its tributaries
face a flash flood threat, as
does the Chitral River and
its connected streams. In
Gilgit-Baltistan, the Hunza
River and its streams may
rise quickly. In Southern
Balochistan, streams from
the Kirthar Range, particu-
larly in Awaran and
Khuzdar, along with
streams in the districts of
Jhal Magsi, Kachi, Sibi,
Qila Saifullah, Zhob, and
Musakhel, are also project-
ed to expand.

The NDMA strongly
advises inhabitants near
rivers and streams, includ-
ing the Indus, Kabul,
Chenab, Jhelum, Swat,
Panjkora, Chitral, Hunza,
Gaj, Zhob, Nari, and the
Kachi Plains, to stay alert
for sudden water level
increases, particularly at
night and during heavy
downpours.

Rain-related incidents
claim 8 lives in Punjab, KP

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif Monday
commended the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
and Intelligence Bureau
(IB) for their efforts to
increase tax collection and
stressed that all the relevant
authorities should work
together to increase nation-
al tax revenue.

The prime minister
observed that stability in
Pakistan's economy was
made possible due to the
joint efforts of the team,
stressing that everyone
should collaborate for the
country's economic
progress and the prosperity
of the people. The prime
minister was presented with
a report by the FBR and IB
on operations against tax
evasion and hoarding, PM
Office Media Wing said in
a press release.

According to the report,
the joint efforts by the IB
and FBR had resulted in the
recovery of Rs.178 billion.
These measures led to a Rs.
69 billion increase in tax
revenue through company
mergers and telecom sector
dues, it was added.

The IB conducted 515
raids in the sectors of sugar,
animal feed, beverages, edi-
ble oil, tobacco and cement.
As a result of these opera-
tions, Rs. 10.5 billion in
additional taxes were recov-
ered by thwarting attempts at
tax evasion, the report added.
To overcome hoarding and
artificial price hike, the IB
carried out over 13,000 oper-
ations in the sugar, fertilizer,
and wheat sectors, seizing
illegally hoarded goods
worth more than Rs. 99 bil-
lion since April 2022, the
report further said.

Meanwile, the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR),
under the direction of Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, has for the
first time in Pakistan's histo-
ry introduced the Artificial

Intelligence based Custom
Clearance and Risk Man-
agement System (RMS). 

During a meeting chaired
by the prime minister held
here to review the ongoing
reforms measures by the
FBR, it was informed that
under this new system, esti-
mation of cost and nature of
goods during import and
export will be conducted by
Artificial Intelligence and
BOTs. 

The new risk manage-
ment system, based on
modern technology, will
continuously improve

through automation using
machine learning, along
with the movement of
goods, the meeting was
told. "During the initial
testing of the new system,
over 92% improved per-
formance was observed." 

The briefing showed that
in initial testing, not only was
83% more Goods
Declarations (GD) deter-
mined for tax collection, but
goods clearance through the
green channel also increased
two and a half times.

Efforts to enhance tax collection

PM appreciates
FBR, IB joint work

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to the Chief
Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Information and Public Relations,
Barrister Dr. Saif, has stated that the
KP government has serious reserva-
tions regarding the committee formed
on the affairs of the merged districts.
He conveyed these concerns to the
committee during its meeting held in
Islamabad, where he participated as
the representative of the Chief
Minister. The Chief Secretary and
Inspector General of KP were also
present in the meeting.

Barrister Dr. Saif informed the
committee that its formation without
consulting the KP government raises
serious questions. “Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is the primary stake-
holder in the merged districts, yet the
province was not consulted during
the formation of this committee,” he
said.

He emphasized that the merged
districts are a highly sensitive region,
and any decision or change concern-
ing them without the consultation of

the KP government is unacceptable.
“The merged districts are now an
official part of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and excluding the province from con-
sultations is unjustifiable and unac-
ceptable,” he added.

Dr. Saif further questioned the
authority of Amir Muqam in making
decisions about the merged districts.
“Who is Amir Muqam to decide the
fate of KP's merged districts? He
himself is a rejected figure who made
it to Parliament through Form 47,” he
stated, adding, “How can someone
who lacks public mandate make deci-
sions about the tribal areas?”

He also raised concerns about the
selection process of the committee
members. “We were not taken into
confidence regarding who selected
the committee members and how
they were chosen,” he said.

Dr. Saif concluded by saying that
the purpose of the merger was to
address the deprivations of the tribal
districts. “Any decision regarding the
merged districts made without the
involvement of tribal people and the
KP government will not be accept-

able under any circumstances,” he
affirmed.

Meanwhile, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Information and Public Relations,
Barrister Dr. Muhammad Ali Saif met
with the representatives of the Tochi
Welfare Organization at his office.

The delegation, led by General
Secretary Mamoor Jan Dawar and
Patron Engineer Rehmatullah Khan,
discussed various issues facing the
people of North Waziristan and
explored possible solutions.

The delegation briefed the Advisor
on the current situation in North
Waziristan, highlighting challenges
related to social development, jour-
nalism, and public grievances in gov-
ernment institutions. They proposed
an increase in grants for the North
Waziristan Press Club, raised con-
cerns about the operational issues at
Miranshah and Razmak radio sta-
tions, and suggested the establish-
ment of a new radio station in Mir
Ali. The issue of blocked national
identity cards (NICs) was also dis-
cussed in detail.

KP expresses reservations over
committee formed on NMDs: Saif

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government, under the
leadership of Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur, has achieved anoth-
er milestone by formally launching
the "Ehsaas Apna Ghar" scheme,
aimed at providing interest-free loans
to low-income families for the con-
struction, expansion and renovation
of their houses. A ceremony was held
at the Chief Minister's House on
Monday for the distribution of loan
cheques, with Chief Minister
Gandapur as the chief guest. The
event was attended by cabinet mem-
bers Meena Khan Afridi, Muzammil
Aslam, Dr. Amjad, and Rangaiz
Ahmad, along with officials from the
housing department.

On the occasion, the Chief Minister
distributed cheques among the suc-
cessful applicants. A total of Rs. 4.0
billion has been allocated for the pro-
vision of these interest-free loans
under the scheme. To ensure cent per-
cent transparency, applicants were
selected through a computerized bal-
loting system. The scheme targets
individuals aged 18 to 65 years with a
monthly income of less than Rs.
150,000. Eligible applicants can
receive up to Rs. 1.5 million in inter-
est-free loans to be reimbursed in easy
installments over a seven-year period.
The initiative also includes a revolv-
ing fund system to ensure the contin-
ued disbursement of loans in the com-
ing years. In the first phase of the
scheme, 123,000 applications were
received, of which 18,555 met the eli-
gibility criteria. Loans are being dis-

tributed across all districts of the
province based on population ratios.

Addressing the gathering, Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur termed
Ehsaas Apna Ghar as a flagship and
pro-poor initiative of the incumbent
provincial government and a step
towards realizing Imran Khan's
vision of providing housing facility to
the underprivileged. He lauded the
efforts of the housing department and
the Bank of Khyber in implementing
the scheme.

In his speech, the chief minister
said that, most of the economic chal-
lenges of the province have been
resolved, through our team's tireless
efforts, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
now been financially stable. We will
continue to enhance our resources
and spend them on public welfare.
We aim to deliver services across all
sectors and resolve issues at the peo-
ple's doorstep," the Chief Minister

stated. He further announced that the
government will soon launch a
Solarization of Houses Scheme for
deserving households. He stressed
that complete transparency and merit
have been ensured in both the Ehsaas
Apna Ghar and upcoming solar ener-
gy schemes. The Chief Minister
added that several housing projects
are underway to provide quality resi-
dential facilities across the province,
including rapid progress on the New
Peshawar Valley project. He empha-
sized that the upcoming fiscal year's
budget includes substantial invest-
ments in health, education, clean
drinking water, infrastructure, and
other key sectors. Special Assistant to
the Chief Minister on Housing, Dr.
Amjad, and Secretary housing
Mahmood Aslam also addressed the
ceremony and provided a detailed
overview of the various aspects of the
Ehsaas Apna Ghar scheme.

KP CM launches interest free
loans for own houses’ construction 

F.P. Report

RAWALPINDI: Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, NI (M), Chief of Army
Staff (COAS), visited the National
Defence University (NDU)
Islamabad on Monday, where he
addressed the graduating officers of
the National Security and War
Course, comprising participants from
all services.

In his address, the Army Chief
highlighted the evolving character of
warfare and underscored the centrali-
ty of mental preparedness, opera-
tional clarity, and institutional profes-
sionalism in navigating complex
strategic issues. He lauded the role of
premier institutions like NDU in
enhancing civil-military synergy and
nurturing future leadership capable of
mitigating hybrid, conventional, and
sub-conventional threats with poise
and resolve.

Field Marshal Asim Munir noted
that India's inability to achieve its
stated military objectives during
Operation Sindoor-and the subse-
quent attempt to rationalize this
shortfall through convoluted logic-
speaks volumes about its lack of
operational readiness and strategic
foresight. Insinuations regarding
external support in Pakistan's suc-
cessful Operation Bunyanum
Marsoos are irresponsible and factu-
ally incorrect and reflect a chronic
reluctance to acknowledge indige-
nous capability and institutional
resilience developed over decades of
strategic prudence. Naming other
states as participants in the purely
bilateral military conflagration is also
a shoddy attempt at playing camp
politics and desperately trying that
India remains the beneficiary of larg-

er geopolitical contestation as the so-
called net security provider in a
region which is getting increasingly
weary of its hegemonic and extremist
Hindutva ideology. 

In contrast to India's strategic
behaviour resting on parochial self-
alignment, Pakistan has forged last-
ing partnerships based on principled
diplomacy, anchored in mutual
respect and peace, establishing itself
to be a stabilizer in the region. COAS
reiterated Pakistan's principled stance
that any misadventure or attempts to
undermine Pakistan's sovereignty or
violation of territorial integrity will
continue to be reflexively met with a
swift, and resolute response without
any constraints or inhibitions. Any
attempt to target our population cen-
tres, military bases, economic hubs
and ports will instantly invoke a
'deeply hurting and more than recip-
rocal response'. The onus of escala-
tion will squarely lie on the strategi-
cally blind arrogant aggressor who
fails to see the grave repercussions of
such provocative actions against a
sovereign nuclear state.

The COAS remarked that wars are
not won through media rhetoric,
imported fancy hardware, or political
sloganeering, but through faith, pro-
fessional competence, operational
clarity, institutional strength and
national resolve. 

COAS concluded by expressing
full confidence in the professional-
ism, morale, and readiness of the bat-
tle hardened Armed Forces of
Pakistan and urged the graduating
officers to remain steadfast in the val-
ues of integrity, selfless service, and
unwavering commitment to the
nation. On arrival, COAS was warm-
ly received by the President NDU.

Field Marshal pays heartfelt
tribute to Havildar Lalak Jan
Shaheed: Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, NI (M), Chief of Army Staff,
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee, Chief of Naval Staff,
Chief of Air Staff and the Armed
Forces of Pakistan solemnly com-
memorate and pay heartfelt tribute to
Havildar Lalak Jan Shaheed, Nishan-
e-Haider, honoring his unparalleled
courage, unwavering dedication, and
supreme sacrifice in the defence of
the motherland during the Kargil con-
flict.

On this day in year 1999, Havildar
Lalak Jan Shaheed demonstrated
extraordinary valour by fearlessly
repelling enemy attacks and defended
his post despite sustaining critical
injuries. Refusing evacuation, he con-
tinued to fight until he embraced mar-
tyrdom in the line of duty.

The Armed Forces of Pakistan and
the nation, remember his sacrifice
with immense respect and gratitude.
His legacy remains a beacon of inspi-
ration for present and future genera-
tions of Pakistan Armed Forces. We
reaffirm our resolve to uphold the
sacred trust of the martyrs and contin-
ue the Shuhada-e-Pakistan mission of
defending the motherland with
courage, dedication, and honour.

Field Marshal vows
to respond firmly to
anti-Pakistan threats

President
notifies

appointment
of 4 HC CJs 

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Ministry of Law and
Justice has issued notifica-
tions for the permanent
appointment of chief jus-
tices to all four high courts
of the country, following
the approval of President
Asif Ali Zardari.

According to the notifi-
cation, Justice Sarfraz
Dogar has been appointed
as the chief justice of the
Islamabad High Court.
Justice Junaid Ghaffar has
been named as the chief
justice of the Sindh High
Court. In Balochistan,
Justice Rozi Khan Bareech
has been appointed as the
chief justice of the
Balochistan High Court,
while Justice Atiq Shah has
been notified as the chief
justice of the Peshawar
High Court.

The development came a
week after the Judicial
Commission of Pakistan
(JCP) nominated perma-
nent chief justices for four
high courts. In February,
five IHC judges had moved
the apex court against the
appointment of Justice
Dogar as the acting chief
justice of IHC, as well as
the transfer of three high
court judges to their court.

The plea was filed by
Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kiyani, Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri,
Justice Babar Sattar, Justice
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan and
Justice Saman Riffat
Imtiaz. However, the top
court, on June 19, dis-
missed pleas filed against
the transfer of judges and
ruled that Justice Dogar
could continue to work as
IHC's acting chief justice. 

Later on, Pre-sident Asif
Ali Zardari formally
decla-red Justice Dogar the
“senior-most judge” of the
IHC, following the
issuance of a revised sen-
iority list by the Ministry of
Law and Justice. It is perti-
nent to know that the five
IHC judges filed an intra-
court appeal (ICA) against
the SC's June 19 verdict.

In their plea, the
judges urged that the
Constitutional Bench's
order should be "recalled
and set aside [...] in the
interest of justice".
"During the pendency of
the instant appeal, this
Hon'ble Court may gra-
ciously grant interim
relief as prayed for in the
accompanying interim
relief application. Any
other relief that this
Hon'ble Court may deem
fit and proper may also
be granted," the petition
stated.

Pakistan,
Afghanistan
discuss trade,

security
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
inaugural round of the
Additional Secretary-Level
Mechanism between the
Foreign Ministries of
Pakistan and Afghanistan
was held here on Monday
pursuant to decisions
reached during the visit of
the Deputy Prime Minister/
Foreign Minister of Pakis-
tan to Kabul, Afghanistan,
on April 19, 2025.

Pakistan side was led by
Additional Secretary
(Afghanistan & West Asia),
Ambassador Syed Ali Asad
Gillani, while the Afghan
side was led by Director
General, First Political
Division at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of
Afghanistan, Mufti Noor
Ahmad Noor.

Premier invites 
Etisalat Group investment

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday invited the Etisalat Group to further
invest in various sectors of Pakistan's economy and
assured that the government would provide all necessary
facilities in this regard. The prime minister met with a
five-member delegation of the Emirati telecommunica-
tions company Etisalat Group, led by its CEO Hatem
Dowidar that called on him, PM Office Media Wing said
in a press release. Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Minister for Finance
Muhammad Aurangzeb, Minister for IT Shaza Fatima
Khawaja and senior officials from the relevant institu-
tions also attended the meeting. The prime minister
observed that the longstanding relations between the
United Arab Emirates and Pakistan were based on
shared culture, brotherhood, and religious values. The
UAE companies had been investing in the economy of
Pakistan for a quite long time, he added.

Shehbaz directs NDMA,
rescue teams to stay alert

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday directed the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA), rescue agencies, and
administrative authorities to remain on high alert during
the recent heavy rains and any potential emergency situ-
ations. In anticipation of possible flooding in areas along
the Indus River and other rivers, the prime minister has
instructed the NDMA, rescue agencies, and administra-
tive bodies to immediately implement safety measures
and precautionary actions. The prime minister directed
the NDMA to strengthen coordination with the
Provincial Disaster Management Authorities (PDMAs)
for effectively dealing with the flood situation.

(Continued on Back Page)









F.P. Report

KARACHI: Federal Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi on
Monday assured the busi-
ness community of Karachi
that the government was
actively working to resolve
all their issues, including
law and order, crimes, water
shortages, smuggling, nar-
cotics and encroachments
on priority basis.

Addressing a ceremony
at the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(KCCI), the interior minis-
ter emphasized that the
government was consider-
ing all proposals to address

the concerns of traders. 
Upon his arrival at the

KCCI, the minister was
warmly welcomed by the
Chamber’s office bearers
and leading members of the
city’s business community,
who briefed him on the
challenges they are facing.

During his speech,
Naqvi highlighted the gov-
ernment’s efforts to
improve the global ranking
of the green passport, stat-
ing, “We are proud of our
green passport, and in the
future, it will be a source of
even greater pride.”

He also praised the per-
formance of the Sindh
Police and Karachi Police,
noting that the law and
order situation in the city
has significantly improved
compared to the past, with
a noticeable reduction in
crime. “If Karachi is
healthy, Pakistan will be
healthy,” he remarked.

On the issue of water
scarcity, the Interior
Minister said that Karachi,
being a large metropolitan
city, faces challenges simi-
lar to other major urban
centers. He cited Islamabad
as an example, where only
33% of the population cur-
rently receives water sup-
ply, and called for collec-

tive efforts to find a sus-
tainable solution.

Regarding smuggling,
Naqvi said that the govern-
ment has made consider-
able progress in curbing
illegal trade. “A few years
ago, even dollars were
being smuggled from here,
but the situation has
improved, and further
measures are underway,”
he said. However, he clari-
fied that while smuggling
has not been completely
eradicated, it has been sig-
nificantly reduced.

The minister expressed
concern over the limited
resources available to the
Pakistan Coast Guards in
tackling smuggling along
the coastline. “With only
six operational boats to
cover a 1,002-kilometer
coastal border, how can we
effectively counter smug-
gling?” he questioned,
announcing that the gov-
ernment plans to provide
more operational boats and
strengthen all border secu-
rity forces.

Naqvi also stressed the
importance of the Safe City
Project in controlling
crime, calling it a key ini-
tiative endorsed by the
Prime Minister. He men-
tioned Faisalabad as a suc-

cessful model where the
project has led to a decline
in criminal activity and
expressed his hope that
similar efforts would be
intensified in Karachi.

On the issue of verifying
employees’ criminal back-
grounds, the minister said
the government will work
with NADRA to streamline
ID and SIM card verifica-
tion, enabling businesses to
make informed hiring deci-
sions.

Touching on narcotics,
Naqvi noted that enforce-
ment alone is not sufficient
to combat drug abuse. He
called for joint efforts
between the government,
business community, and
Anti-Narcotics Force,
emphasizing the need for
rehabilitation centers
before arresting drug users.
He cited Lahore’s experi-
ence, where prior actions
without proper facilities
had limited impact.

Addressing the problem
of encroachments, the min-
ister called for strict legisla-
tion, including penalties
and fines, to effectively
deal with the issue.
“Without proper laws and
punishments, the problem
of encroachments cannot be
resolved,” he concluded.

KARACHI (PPI): The
National Commission for
Human Rights (NCHR)
Sindh, visited Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical
Centre (JPMC) in Karachi
to investigate patient care,
healthcare quality, and
budget allocation, especial-
ly medicine availability.
The commission”s visit fol-
lows concerns about the
hospital’s capacity to pro-
vide adequate services
amid resource constraints.

JPMC”s Executive
Director, Dr. Shahid Rasul,
briefed the NCHR delega-
tion, outlining the hospital’s

operational status and
addressing their inquiries.
He highlighted a significant
staff shortage and the urgent
requirement for roughly
3,000 more personnel—
including physicians, nurses,
paramedics, technicians, and
support workers—to ensure
efficient healthcare delivery.

Dr. Irfan Sidiqee, head
of the Emergency Ward,
presented data on patient
volume, authorized staff
positions, and medicine
availability, emphasizing
the importance of adequate
human resources for effec-
tive emergency care. He

noted that a separate treat-
ment area has been desig-
nated for transgender indi-
viduals.

The NCHR team
inspected the Anti-Rabies
Vaccination Unit and the
ward for unidentified
patients—those admitted
without family or identifi-
cation. The commission
recognized the administra-
tion”s efforts in managing
healthcare despite limited
resources. Their findings
will inform official recom-
mendations to authorities to
enhance public healthcare
in Sindh.

Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre:

NCHR investigates
staffing crisis

KARACHI (APP): The
Special Investigation Unit
(SIU) of Karachi Police has
intensified its crackdown
on absconding and wanted
criminals, arresting four
suspects involved in
attempted murder, extor-
tion, and robbery during
four separate operations,
according to SSP SIU
Muhammad Shoaib
Memon on Monday.

The suspects were arre-
sted from different areas,
including Gulistan-e-Jau-
har, Sohrab Goth, Gulshan-
e-Iqbal, and Nazimabad.
Police also recovered four
pistols, ammunition, and
mobile phones from their
possession.

Among those arrested is

Musa, an absconding extor-
tionist involved in a police
encounter. 

SSP Shoaib Memon
said that Musa had fled
during a shootout with
police in Sachal area on
June 27th, in which anoth-
er extortionist, Khalil-ur-
Rehman alias Fazal, was
captured. The gang had
allegedly demanded Rs. 10
million in extortion from a
fruit trader.

Musa was traced and
apprehended using techni-
cal methods, the SSP
added.

SIU also arrested anoth-
er extortionist, Amjad, who
was wanted in a case regis-
tered at Al-Falah Police
Station. He had reportedly

threatened to kill a busi-
nessman who refused to
pay extortion.

In a separate action, two
street criminals, Naushad
and Talha, were arrested.
The duo was reportedly
involved in over 50 inci-
dents of robbery, targeting
families in vehicles and
office-goers in upscale
neighborhoods.

SSP Shoaib Memon
said that all arrested sus-
pects have multiple FIRs
lodged against them in
various police stations
across Karachi for
attempted murder, extor-
tion, criminal intimida-
tion, robbery, and theft. 

Further interrogation is
underway.

SIU arrests four wanted
suspects in multiple raids

Business community’s
issues to be resolved: Naqvi

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The Pakistan
Rangers Sindh, in collabo-
ration with the police,
thwarted a robbery attempt
and arrested three armed
suspects during an opera-
tion on the Indus Highway
in Kashmore-Kandhkot
district on Monday.

According to a Rangers
spokesperson on Monday,
the operation was launched
based on intelligence
reports indicating that three
to four armed men were

committing robberies near
the Arbelo police picket on
the Indus Highway.

As soon as the alert was
received, Rangers and
police patrol teams rushed
to the scene. 

Upon spotting the
approaching law enforce-
ment personnel, the sus-
pects fled towards Khamiso
Khan Bhangwar village.

A joint search operation
was launched in the area,
during which three suspects
Shabbir Ahmed Mirani,
Faqeer Bakhsh Bhangwar,

and Ahsan Bhangwar were
apprehended.

Weapons, ammunition,
and stolen items were
recovered from the sus-
pects, including a.222 bore
rifle with 10 rounds, a 30-
bore pistol with 7 rounds, a
motorcycle, a mobile
phone, and both local and
foreign currency.

The arrested individuals,
along with the seized
weapons and stolen proper-
ty, were handed over to the
police for further legal pro-
ceedings.

Rangers foil robbery attempt

SFA cracks
down in
Karachi

KARACHI (PPI): The
Sindh Food Authority
(SFA) launched a surprise
inspection of milk shops
and dairies in several
Karachi neighborhoods
today, amid concerns over
milk quality.

The operation, overseen
by Deputy Director Bashir
Khan of the SFA”s Kemari
District team, targeted esta-
blishments in Pak Colony,
Baldia Colony, Metrovil,
and Site Area. Milk sam-
ples were gathered and sent
to a Karachi University lab-
oratory for analysis.

The inspection followed
directives from Special
Assistant to the Chief
Minister on Food, Abdul
Jabbar Khan, and SFA
Director General, Asif Jan
Siddiqui. Deputy Director
Khan stated that penalties
will be levied against ven-
dors selling substandard
milk based on the laborato-
ry results. 

Over 600
suspects
arrested

F.P. Report

KARACHI: In a continued
crackdown on crime,
Karachi Police have arrest-
ed more than 623 suspects
over the past week across
East, West, and South
zones, following the direc-
tives of Additional Inspector
General of Police - Karachi,
Javed Alam Odho.

According to a police
spokesperson on Monday,
the city’s district police
engaged in 11 armed
encounters with robbers,
resulting in the arrest of 22
suspects, including 12
wounded criminals. Police
also recovered 13 illegal
weapons and seven motor-
cycles used in criminal
activities.

During targeted anti-nar-
cotics operations, police
seized over 29 kilograms of
drugs, including charas, ice
(crystal meth), and heroin,
worth millions of rupees.

In addition, authorities
recovered more than 68
illegal firearms, ammuni-
tion, 14 snatched/stolen
motorcycles, and one car
was also recovered.

Hajj draw
held at
SSUET

KARACHI (APP): The
24th annual Hajj draw at
Sir Syed University of
Engineering and
Technology (SSUET) was
held with deep reverence,
resulting in the selection of
two lucky staff members to
undertake the sacred pil-
grimage in 2026. 

Organized by the
University’s administra-
tion, the event aims to give
employees the chance to
embark on a transformative
spiritual journey. 

The selected individuals
included Nadia Qamar
(Assistant Professor) and
Abdul Hameed (Senior
Security Guard), while
Engr. Madiha Abbasi
(Senior Lecturer in
Telecommunications) and
Engr. Prof. Dr. Abdul Sami
Qureshi (Civil
Engineering) are standby. 

Chancellor Akbar Ali
Khan expressed his heart-
felt sentiments during the
ceremony, stating, “It is a
profound blessing from
Allah Almighty that four of
our esteemed colleagues
will have the opportunity to
perform Hajj this year. 

Registrar Syed Sarfraz
Ali emphasized the univer-
sity’s commitment to
employee welfare, noting,
“The Hajj balloting is a tes-
tament to Sir Syed
University’s dedication to
its staff. 
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KARACHI: Volunteers uses cannons to spray water on mourners to get
relief from heat during 10th Ashura procession.



F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Communications, Abdul Aleem Khan
undertook a visit to inspect the ongoing
construction and up gradation works on
the Islamabad-Murree Expressway. 

Accompanied by senior officers, the
minister instructed that the pace of work
be accelerated and directed about beautifi-
cation of both sides of the Murree
Expressway with green belts. He set a tar-
get date of July 30 for the reconstruction

of the Murree Toll Plaza and linked with
the E-Tag System, said a press release
issued on Monday.

He further directed that local residents
of Murree would be exempted from toll
charges through token-free access.
Highlighting the strategic importance of
the Islamabad-Murree Expressway as a
major tourism route, the minister stated,
this road not only connects Rawalpindi and
Islamabad but also serves tourists from
across the country. “As the gateway to
Murree, known as the ‘Queen of the Hills’,
this Expressway must reflect a positive and
appealing image,” he emphasized.

Abdul Aleem Khan instructed about the
installation of decorative lighting, compre-
hensive landscaping and timely comple-
tion of other beautification works. He
directed the officers of National Highway
Authority to ensure that the road remains
safe and comfortable for commuters both
day and night. He also issued directions to
construct aesthetically pleasing boundary
walls along with the Murree-Expressway
to enhance the feelings for travelers.
Moreover, he ordered the closure of all
unauthorized access points and removal of
illegal constructions to prevent disruptions
to the traffic flow.

During the inspection tour, citizens at
various points welcomed the federal minis-
ter and appreciated his efforts regarding
construction and up gradation work on the
Islamabad-Murree Expressway. On-site,
Abdul Aleem Khan assigned specific tasks
to senior officials regarding toll plaza con-
struction and related matters, directing that
all work must be completed within the stip-
ulated timeframe. The Federal Secretary
for Communications and the Chairman of
the National Highway Authority were also
present during the visit.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
Standing Committee on
Federal Education and
Professional Training met
on Monday at Parliament
House under the chairman-
ship of Senator Bushra
Anjum Butt reaffirming its
commitment to improving
governance, inclusivity,
and transparency in the
education sector.

The meeting, attended
by Senators Ashraf Ali
Jatoi, Syed Masroor
Ahsan, Falak Naz, Fawzia
Arshad, Dr. Afnan Ullah
Khan, Rahat Jamali,
Kamran Murtaza, Khalida
Ateeb, Gurdeep Singh,
Qurat Ul Ain Marri, and
Sarmad Ali, along with
senior officials of the
Ministry for Federal
Education and
Professional Training, took
up multiple key agenda
items, said a press release.

Opening with the com-
pliance report on the
Pakistan Institute of
Fashion Design (PIFD), the
Committee reviewed the
Ministry’s progress on
amendments directed in its
previous sittings. The pro-
posed changes include
ensuring 33% women rep-
resentation in the Senate of
PIFD, in line with the
Prime Minister’s Office
directive for all federal
bodies.

Furthermore, the new
clause proposes that the
Vice Chancellor’s appoint-
ment be restricted to a four-
year term, with no exten-
sions, but open to competi-
tive re-selection. “This will
lead to transparency and
credibility — we don’t
want heads to be bigger
than the institutions them-
selves. Legislation should
solve problems, not create
them,” the Chairman
remarked. 

She also stressed that a
mandatory quarterly Senate
meeting must be held to
maintain checks and bal-
ances and sought a com-
plete list of federal institu-
tions where vice chancel-
lors have served beyond
one or two terms.

The Committee next
deliberated the Federal
Supervision of Curricula,
Textbooks and Mainten-
ance of Standards of
Education (Amendments)
Bill 2024, moved by
Senator Qurat-Ul-Ain
Marri. After extensive
debate on sensitive aspects
— particularly age limits
for reproductive health edu-
cation — the Bill was
deferred for further input.

While Senators Kamran
Murtaza and Gurdeep
Singh rejected the Bill out-
right, other members sug-
gested amendments,
including setting the age
for reproductive health

education at 13 or 16
years, respecting cultural
sentiments and local con-
text. 

“The intention is clear:
to curb child abuse, misin-
formation on the internet,
and ensure that ‘reproduc-
tive health education’
equips children with accu-
rate knowledge about their
physical, mental, and social
well-being,” the Chairman
emphasized.

On the agenda item
moved by Senator Sarmad
Ali regarding “provision of
free milk in ICT education-
al institutions”, Ministry
officials acknowledged the
noble intent but highlighted
cost implications — esti-
mating a requirement of
“Rs. 900 million” — and
potential food safety risks
due to milk’s perishable
nature.

The Committee decided
to review the “Punjab
Government’s provision of
free milk model” and invit-
ed stakeholders, including
representatives from
“Nestlé” and “Olpers”, to
deliberate on sustainable
frameworks.

In a detailed briefing, the
“Directorate General of
Special Education
(DGSE)” presented its cur-
rent roles, functions, and
ongoing projects. The
Chairman reiterated the
urgent need to table a
“comprehensive policy

draft” for Special
Education, lamenting that
the sector still operates
under outdated legislation
predating the 18th
Amendment.

During the meeting key
financial figures were also
discussed: “FY 2023–24”:
Grant Rs.950.364 million,
Expenditure Rs.886.614
million, Deficit Rs.63.75
million “FY 2024–25:
Grant Rs.726.008 million,
Expenditure Rs.840.753
million, Deficit Rs.114.745
million “FY 2025–26:
“Requirement Rs.1,436
million, Allocation
Rs.788.188 million

Institutions under DGSE
include the National Spe-
cial Education Centres for
“Visually Handicapped,
Physically Handicapped,
Hearing Impaired Child-
ren”, and the “Rehabilita-
tion Centre for Children
with Developmental
Disorders”.

The Committee directed
that the “Secretary of the
Health Ministry” be called
in to discuss the inclusion
of test through which chil-
dren with hearing issues
be detected and also be
included in Children
health Card”, ensuring
tests are done within six
months of birth. It also
called for a comprehensive
review of the “PSDP
budget allocations” for
special education.

Senate panel pushes for
stronger educational reforms

Islamabad-Murree Expressway:

Aleem reviews 
construction works

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Capital Develo-
pment Authority (CDA)
and Chief Commissioner
Islamabad, Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, has directed
immediate expediting the
work on development proj-
ects across Islamabad’s res-
idential sectors, along with
a decisive crackdown on
illegal encroachments.

Chairing a high-level
meeting at CDA Headqu-
arters on Monday, Rand-
hawa emphasized the need
for high-quality construc-
tion and swift execution of
infrastructure projects. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials inclu-
ding the CDA Members for
Administration, Estate,
Engineering, Finance and
Environment, DG Works,
Deputy Commissioners of
Islamabad and CDA,
among others.

“Development must not
only be fast-tracked, but the
quality and transparency of
work must be non-nego-
tiable,” Randhawa stressed
during the meeting.

As part of the new strat-
egy, the Chairman directed
the establishment of on-site
offices of the Deputy Co-

mmissioner CDA and other
relevant officials in actively
developing sectors. These
field offices will serve as
first points of contact for
residents to submit com-
plaints, resolve land issues,
and access information.

The CDA chief also
announced a strict enforce-
ment campaign to remove
encroachments in key sec-
tors including H-16, C-15,
C-16, E-12, and F-13. 

Citizens with legitimate
land or property claims in
these areas are being
encouraged to present their
documents directly to field

officials. Islamabad
Administration representa-
tives will also be available
on-site to assist claimants.

“All claims will be
reviewed with transparency
and resolved strictly in line
with the law,” Randhawa
stated, reaffirming the
CDA’s commitment to pro-
tecting legal rights of resi-
dents while advancing
urban development.

The Chairman instructed
authorities to expedite
development in Park
Enclave and other housing
sectors, and ordered that all
bureaucratic or logistical

hurdles be cleared on a pri-
ority basis. 

He also directed the
Finance Wing to ensure the
timely release of funds for
ongoing and upcoming
development projects.

“CDA is mobilizing all
available resources to turn
Islamabad into a model city
— beautiful, well-planned
and responsive to its citi-
zens’ needs,” said
Randhawa, adding that the
authority is focused on
both infrastructure devel-
opment and resolving the
city’s chronic housing
challenges.

Chairman directs for expediting work on sector
development, crackdown on encroachments

ICT Police
nabbed two

dacoits
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police’s Khanna
Police Station team arrest-
ed two suspects allegedly
involved in heinous crimes.

An official told APP that
the Khanna police team
apprehended the suspects
identified as Umar Mub-
arak and Shiraz who were
accused of abducting citi-
zens at gunpoint, looting
them. He said the suspects
were traced and apprehend-
ed through human intelli-
gence and surveillance
efforts carried out by the
Khanna police team.

He said both suspects
were previously involved
in 28 cases of theft and rob-
bery registered in Rawalp-
indi, and five cases at Kha-
nna Police Station, making
them habitual offenders.

He said fresh First
Information Reports (FIRs)
have been registered at
Khanna and Koral police
stations under charges of
kidnapping, robbery. 

He said police recovered
snatched mobile phones,
cash, weapons with ammu-
nition, and the motorcycle
used in the crimes.

He said all legal formal-
ities are being fulfilled to
ensure the culprits face
exemplary punishment.

DIG M. Jawad Tariq
said that large-scale opera-
tions are underway against
organized and active crimi-
nal gangs operating across
the federal capital. ITP’s zero-tolerance

drive nets 112 FIRs
ISLAMABAD (APP): Islamabad Traffic
Police (ITP) impounded 1,119 motorcy-
cles and 412 vehicles while registering
112 FIRs during a week-long special
enforcement campaign.

An official told APP that the campaign
aims to curb dangerous driving habits,
enforce traffic laws, and provide smooth
and safe travel for citizens across the fed-
eral capital.

He said legal action was also taken
against 845 motorists for lane violations,
76 for driving without a valid license, 11
for triple riding on motorcycles, and 23
underage drivers.

He said ITP teams registered 923 cases
of wrong-way driving and issued 1,007
challans to bikers for not wearing helmets.
Meanwhile, 2,766 drivers were penalized
for illegal parking during the campaign.

Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) Captain
(retd) Syed Zeeshan Haider directed all
officers to continue the campaign with full
momentum and without any discrimina-

ISLAMABAD: A view of vehicles passing through accumulated rain water
during heavy downpour in Capital City.
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F.P. Report

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif has directed all rele-
vant departments and insti-
tutions to remain on high
alert in response to the
alarming flood situation in
the Indus River near
District Attock.

The CM directed Rescue
1122, the district adminis-
tration, police, and other
relevant agencies to stay
vigilant and ensure imme-
diate preparedness to tackle
any emergency. She orde-
red urgent inspection of all
vulnerable sites along the
riverbanks, emphasizing
that residents in potentially

dangerous areas must be
relocated to safer locations
without delay. 

The chief minister
stressed the need to deploy
all available resources to
prevent loss of life and
damage to property.

CM Maryam Nawaz also
instructed authorities to
maintain round-the-clock
monitoring of the Indus
River’s water flow and dam
conditions. 

She further emphasized
the importance of keeping
the public informed about
precautionary and rescue
measures.

Rescue teams have been
directed to remain on stand-
by, with all necessary

machinery and boats readi-
ly available for emergency
evacuation. 

She reiterated that the
timely evacuation of people
from low-lying and high-
risk areas must be ensured.

CM congratulates Pak-
istani karate champions
on winning gold at South
Asian Championship

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has
extended heartfelt congrat-
ulations to Pakistani ath-
letes Huzaifa Arshad and
Aina Noel for winning gold
medals at the South Asian
Karate Championship. 

In her message, the CM
commended their outstand-
ing achievement and con-

veyed her best wishes for
their continued success.

The CM praised the
young athletes for bringing
honour and pride to
Pakistan through their dedi-
cation, skill, and determina-
tion on the regional stage.
“The success of Huzaifa
and Aina will not only raise
the morale of our youth but
also serve as a powerful
source of inspiration for
aspiring athletes across the
country,” she added.

The CM Maryam Nawaz
said that the Punjab govern-
ment is committed to sup-
porting young talent, ensur-
ing that Pakistan’s flag con-
tinues to soar in every field
of sports.

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Law, Justice
and Human Rights Senator
Azam Nazeer Tarar said on
Monday that articles ensh-
rined in Pakistan’s 1973
Constitution were not me-
rely symbolic but also guar-
antees of equality, freedom,
and fundamental rights. 

Talking to the inaugural
ceremony of National
Outreach Programme for
Minorities at the Civil
Services Academy here, he
particularly cited Article
36, which pertains to the
protection of minority
rights, as part of the state’s
ethical and social responsi-
bilities.

Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar said: “I am here today
as the Minister for Human
Rights to remind young
officers that the country
must be steered collective-
ly, just like carriages of a
train moving in the same
direction. Unfortunately,
our train has fallen behind,
and it is now our responsi-
bility to set it back on the
right track”. 

He stressed the need for
building an inclusive socie-
ty, stating, “Pakistan needs
people who could spread
love, not command from
above. We are all

Pakistanis, whether part of
a majority or a minority,
and that singular identity
must prevail.” 

He said: “On the instruc-
tions of the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, I’m here to
reaffirm that the dream
envisioned by Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah and embedded in
our Constitution is not just
an aspiration, it is a living
reality. Every citizen,
regardless of religion,
deserves equal rights and
recognition under the law”,
he added. 

Highlighting social
responsibility, he said: “We
must also turn our attention
to the underprivileged, the
children playing in the dirt
and the brick kiln laborers.
These are the segments of
Pakistan that need our com-
passion and focus.” He also
spoke about the Civil
Services Academy, calling
it a vital institution for nur-
turing future nation-
builders. 

“This is no longer the era
of colonial command-and-
control. What we need now
is love, empathy, and dia-
logue, not hatred,” he
emphasized. 

Referring to the white in
Pakistan’s flag, he said it

symbolizes minorities and
that the spirit must be
reflected in our behavior,
not just our symbols.

The senator also high-
lighted the formation of the
National Commission for
Minority Rights, estab-
lished under Articles 20,
26, 27, and 36 of the
Constitution, to ensure
equal opportunities and
protection for non-Muslim
citizens. 

“These provisions are
not dormant clauses, they
are living elements of our
constitutional fabric. With
sincere efforts, a time will
come when special quotas
for minorities will no
longer be necessary, as
inclusivity becomes the
norm,” he said. He
expressed gratitude to the
organizers, artists, and
attendees and prayed for
Pakistan’s progress and
interfaith harmony.

Later, talking to the
media, Azam Nazeer Tarar
said that the suspension of
26 members of the Punjab
Assembly falls within the
Speaker’s jurisdiction. He
added that the speaker had
the authority to refer a ref-
erence to the Chief Election
Commissioner to de-seat-
ing the assembly members

as he was the head of the
House. He noted that all
assembly members had
taken an oath under the
Constitution to perform
their duties with honesty
and integrity. “If any mem-
ber violates this oath, the
speaker has the authority to
take action against them,”
Tarar said.

Senator Tarar acknowl-
edged the opposition’s right
to protest but condemned
acts of violence and vandal-
ism. “Throwing chairs,
breaking microphones, and
damaging assembly proper-
ty is not protest, it is a vio-
lation of the law,” he
remarked. He expressed
hope that the speaker of the
Punjab Assembly would
resolve the issue in a way
that upholds the dignity of
the House and democratic
traditions.

On the occasion, Patron-
in-chief Pakistan Hindu
Council Ramesh Kumar
Vankwani Dr Ramesh Ku-
mar said that the term “non-
Muslim” should be pre-
ferred over “minority”, as
the latter reflects a narrower,
exclusionary mindset. He
urged that this terminology
be adopted across all gov-
ernment institutions, includ-
ing the academy. 

LAHORE (APP): Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar
on Monday commended the
Punjab Police for ensuring
exemplary security
arrangements during 9th,
10th Muharram without
any untoward incident.

According to a Punjab
Police spokesperson, more
than 134,000 officers and
personnel were deployed
across Punjab, including
over 15,000 in Lahore, to
safeguard more than 9,200
processions and 38,000
Majalis.

Dr. Usman visited the
main procession route in
Lahore, including Nisar
Haveli and Karbala Gamay
Shah Imam Bargah, where
he reviewed security
arrangements and interact-
ed with police personnel
and mourners. He also vis-
ited the Safe City
Headquarters and moni-
tored operations from the
command centre.

The IGP praised the
efforts of CCPO Lahore, all
RPOs and DPOs, as well as
Special Branch, Counter
Terrorism Department
(CTD), and other opera-
tional units. He also
acknowledged the support
extended by the Pakistan
Army and Rangers during
the Muharram security
operations.

Addressing the role of

digital monitoring, the IGP
said that action against the
spread of hate content on
social media continued. In
the past 24 hours, 25 cases
were reported, 19 FIRs reg-
istered, and 18 arrests ma-
de. Over the last week, 130
cases were registered and
148 individuals arrested.

Dr. Anwar reiterated that
elements spreading sectari-
an hatred and objectionable
content online would be
dealt with strictly.

IGP pays tribute to
police martyrs of
Islamabad bomb blast

Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Punjab Dr.
Usman Anwar paid a heart-
felt tribute on the 17th
anniversary of the martyr-
dom of Punjab Police per-
sonnel who lost their lives
in a bomb blast in
Islamabad while on duty.

“We salute the heroic
sons who embraced martyr-
dom in the line of duty and
extend our deepest respect
to their families,” said IG
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar.

According to the Punjab
Police spokesperson, on
July 6, 2008, nine officers
and personnel of Punjab
Police were martyred in a
bomb explosion during
official duty in Islamabad.
The martyrs included
Assistant Sub-Inspector
(ASI) Muhammad Nawaz,
Head Constable Atta Ullah,

and Constables Abid Rash-
eed, Khalid Mehmood,
Babar Ali, Shahid Maqs-
ood, Haq Nawaz, Amjad
Iqbal, and Qamar Abbas.

IGP takes notice of
fatal road accident in
Shahdara

Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Punjab, Dr.
Usman Anwar, on Monday
took notice of a tragic traf-
fic accident in Shahdara,
Lahore, in which a man
was killed and several oth-
ers were injured after being
hit by a car driven by an
underage driver..

Expressing serious con-
cern over the rising number
of traffic violations involv-
ing minor drivers, the IGP
directed all regional and
district police units to
launch a province-wide
crackdown on underage
and unlicensed drivers.

Dr. Usman emphasised
that underage individuals
must not be allowed to
operate vehicles on public
roads under any circum-
stances, terming them a sig-
nificant cause of road acci-
dents and fatalities.

He further instructed the
use of Safe Cities Authority
cameras to identify and
track traffic violations
involving minors. Strict
legal action should also be
taken against the parents or
guardians of such drivers,
he added.

CM orders high alert as
Indus flood threat looms

‘Action to
be taken if
constitution

violated’
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Assembly (PA) Malik Mu-
hammad Ahmad Khan said
on Monday that he was not
in favor of expelling any
member from the house. 

Addressing a press con-
ference here he said,
“Under Articles 62 and 63
of the Constitution, it is the
constitutional right of peti-
tioners to have their appli-
cations decided within 30
days.” He made it clear that
if these applications were
not resolved within the
stipulated time, they would
automatically be forwarded
to the Election
Commission. 

Speaker Malik Muham-
mad Ahmad Khan said that
he believed in the suprema-
cy of the constitution and
had always strived to run
the assembly according to
the rules and regulations. 

He said that the opposi-
tion had been given every
possible democratic space
in the past but unfortunate-
ly, the opposition turned the
assembly into a forum for
constant disruption.

The opposition thought
hooliganism is their politi-
cal right, but there is no
such provision in the con-
stitution, he said and added
that parliament was meant
for legislation, not protest.

He said, “The Leader of
the Opposition, after con-
sulting constitutional
expert Salman Akram Raja,
claimed that the speaker
does not have the authority
to send a reference. 

However, the judgment
by Justice Asif Saeed
Khosa in the Panama
Papers case clearly estab-
lishes that if members vio-
late their oath, the Speaker
must either make a decision
or refer the matter to the
Election Commission.”

The speaker categorical-
ly said that he does not
believe in the politics of
disqualifying anyone, as
practiced by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf. 

He said, “If anyone vio-
lates constitutional bound-
aries or undermines the
discipline of the house
against party decisions, he
will not hesitate to take
action.”
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LAHORE: A view of closed road due to procession of Ashura on 10th
Muharram ul Haram.

Minister urges unity, highlights
constitutional rights for minorities

Exemplary Ashura security arrangements:

IGP praises
Punjab police
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Laborer
electrocuted

F.P. Report

BUNER: A laborer
electrocuted touching in
a marble factory at vil-
lage Ghazi Khanay of
Tehsil Gadezai Buner.
The rescue team
reached the spot and
confirmed the death of
the laborer. The rescue
team shifted the body to
THQ Hospital Pacha
Kalay Pir Baba. After
completing the medico-
legal and necessary
legal requirements at
the hospital, the body
has been sent to native
village where the rela-
tives will perform the
last rituals. Meanwhile,
a house affected by the
recent rains in village
Tinulu Dheri of Tehsil
Mandnar has reportedly
collapsed.As a result,
the housewife, wife
Hidayatullah, has died
while son Naqeebullah
has been injured. The
injured has shifted to
nearby CH
Nawagai.The funeral
prayers of the deceased
offered at Tinulu Dheri
funeral home at 3:00
PM on Sunday.The
ADC Relief Syed
Akram Shah and AC
Mandanr Juned Khalid
on the directives of DC
Kashif Qayum attended
funeral prayer of late
lady and handed over
rupees one million
cheque to her husband.

Residents
hold protest

F.P. Report 

SHANGLA: The resi-
dents of Dedal,
Kamach, Kabulgram,
and Martung from
Shangla’s Martung
Tehsil held a peaceful
protest in Puran against
the continuous neglect
and lack of basic facili-
ties in their region. The
protest was led by Dr.
Ibad Khan
(Dedal/Kamach), Ghani
K h a n
(Kabulgram/Dolat), and
Riaz Alam Khan
(Martung), who voiced
the long-standing con-
cerns of the local popu-
lation. The
Martung–Kabulgram
road, which has been
under construction for
several years, remains
incomplete and has now
become a major source
of hardship for the peo-
ple. The contractor
should be ordered to
complete the road with-
out further delay.
Silence from the elected
MPA is deeply regret-
table, especially regard-
ing a project approved
in his own constituency.
Power outages have
persisted since Eid, and
WAPDA officials have
failed to identify the
fault even after several
weeks. Recent monsoon
rains have led to the
closure of several roads,
paralyzing daily life in
the area. The protestors
warned that if immedi-
ate action is not taken,
the scope of the protest
will be expanded across
the district.

WSSCM forms
special team

F.P. Report 

MARDAN: Chief
Executive Officer Water
and Sanitation Services
Company Mardan
(WSSCM), has stated
that company formed
43-members special
sanitation team to deal
with any emergency sit-
uation arising during
the monsoon season.
The team will remain
on standby around the
clock to ensure uninter-
rupted drainage opera-
tions across the city.
While chairing a meet-
ing focused on improv-
ing services during the
monsoon, the CEO stat-
ed that phase wise
cleaning of 380-kilome-
ter drainage network
has already been com-
pleted. Briefing the
meeting, General
Manager Muhammad
Khalil Akbar informed
that all staff leaves have
been cancelled in antic-
ipation of possible
emergencies. He said
the company has identi-
fied nine "hotspots"
locations within
Mardan city, for which
a dedicated team has
already been deployed
and equipped with nec-
essary machinery and
tools.

The Frontier PostTuesday, July 08, 2025
District

F.P. Report 

SIALKOT: Sialkot Interna-
tional Airport (SIAL) has
concluded a remarkable
first half of 2025, marked
by steady operational
growth, infrastructural
advancements, and
strengthened diplomatic
and business relations. 

In the last six months,
nearly 450,000 passengers
travelled through SIAL,
facilitated by the smooth
operation of more than
1,300 flights.
Complementing this
impressive passenger flow,
over 4,350 tons of cargo
were exported to interna-
tional markets, reaffirming
Sialkot's pivotal role in
Pakistan’s economic land-
scape, especially for the
business community and
export sector. 

With a vision to expand
and elevate passenger expe-
rience, SIAL top brass has
formally initiated the
expansion of its
International Passenger
Terminal, a forward-look-
ing step that aligns with the
airport’s commitment to
modernity, capacity
enhancement, and world-
class services. In a show of
compliance and operational
readiness, SIAL successful-
ly conducted a full-scale
Airport Emergency
Exercise, strictly adhering
to the Pakistan Civil
Aviation Authority's
(PCAA) safety regulations
and protocols, ensuring the
airport's preparedness for
any contingencies. 

The first half of the year
also witnessed high-level
diplomatic engagements.
Chairman Hassan Ali
Bhatti, Vice Chairman
Faraz Akram Awan & CEO
of SIAL AVM Tanweer
Ashraf Bhatti (R) met with
the U.S. Consul General,
fostering potential bilateral
aviation cooperation.
Moreover, the
Ambassadors of Saudi
Arabia and Ethiopia to
Pakistan paid significant
visits to the airport, high-
lighting SIAL’s growing
stature on the diplomatic

and global aviation map.
During the recent

Pak–India conflict, SIAL
promptly took all precau-
tionary measures to cau-
tiously tackle the crisis situ-
ation, complying to the
directions of the Pakistan
Airports Authority & Civil
Aviation. SAIL also under-
scored unconditional sup-
port to the Armed Forces of
Pakistan with all possible
resources and later paid
tribute to the heroic victory
by the Defence Forces.

In a notable achievement
on the commercial aviation
front, SIAL Management
actively pursued for addi-
tional increased flights fre-
quency and new airline
partnerships. This effort
bore fruit as Salam Air
increased the frequency of
its flights followed by
AirSial formally
announced additional inter-
national flights on the
Sialkot–Dubai route, along-
side the initiation of domes-
tic operations between
Sialkot and Karachi, which
is another big milestone.
These additions are expect-
ed to significantly benefit
both business and leisure
travellers. Furthermore,
SIAL is expecting antici-
patedly on grounds of con-
crete information/intima-
tion leading international
carriers, Air Arabia Abu
Dhabi, FlyaDeal, Jazeera
Airways, Turkish Airlines,
and several other operators
are anticipated to begin
services from Sialkot in the
near future, ushering in a
new era of connectivity for
the region.

In recognition of logis-
tics excellence, SIAL also
hosted the Cargo Terminal
Business Partner Award
Ceremony, celebrating the
unwavering support and
performance of its business
partners, airlines, and
freight operators who have
consistently contributed to
the airport’s success. SIAL
continues to rise as a model
of public-private partner-
ship, driving economic
growth and regional con-
nectivity while upholding
the highest standards of

professionalism, service,
and safety.

Chairman SIAL Hassan
Ali Bhatti stated that the
six-month review of Sialkot
International Airport
reflects our unwavering
commitment to growth,
operational excellence, and
service to the nation. It is
with immense pride that I
acknowledge the resilience
of our teams, whose collec-
tive efforts have translated
into tangible progress in
airline expansion, infra-
structural development, and
passenger facilitation. 

Vice Chairman SIAL
Faraz Akram Awan said
that in the past six months
we as team have seen
remarkable developments,
from increased airline inter-
est to the launch of new
domestic and international
routes. These successes are
not just milestones; they are
a proof to SIAL's growing
strategic importance in
Pakistan’s aviation land-
scape.

SIAL commits for
advancement in services

F.P. Report 

SAHIWAL: Ghulam
Murtaza alias Murti, a
declared member of the
Sahiwal inter-provincial
car robbery gang, was
killed in a police encounter.
125 cases were registered
against the accused, who
was also declared by the
Sadar Chicha and Tani
police station and was
highly wanted by the
Sahiwal police for a long
time.

A special team of CCD
Chicha Watani surrounded
the accused while conduct-
ing an operation near 17/14
L Mor. Ghulam Murtaza
alias Murti was killed in
the exchange of fire. The
accused was involved in
car snatching, robbery, and
other serious incidents. 

The police recovered
illegal weapons from the
spot, while a search opera-
tion is underway to arrest
other accomplices. It is not
possible to escape from the
law. Criminal elements
should surrender, other-
wise be ready for strict
legal action. The protection
of people's lives and prop-
erty is our top priority, and
operations will continue
uninterrupted until crimes
are completely eliminated.
CCD is active for peace.
Crime has no place now.

M e a n w h i l e ,

Commissioner Sahiwal
Division Dr. Asif Tufail has
been continuously visiting
different cities to review
the arrangements during
Muharram, including
Chichawatni, Arifwala and
the Safe City Authority
Office established in
Sahiwal. 

RPO Mehboob Rasheed
was also with him. During
the Chichawatni visit, he
reviewed the Muharram
arrangements in detail. He
checked the cleanliness of
the procession routes and
foolproof security arrange-
ments. Commissioner Dr.
Asif Tufail said that main-
taining an atmosphere of
peace and order during this
month is the joint responsi-
bility of all of us. 

Commissioner Dr. Asif
Tufail and RPO Mehboob
Rasheed also met with the
administrators of
Imambargah 4 Block Dar
Ahlul Bayt. The adminis-
trators expressed complete
satisfaction with the steps
taken by the administration
and said that all depart-
ments are discharging their
responsibilities in a good
manner. Commissioner Dr.
Asif Tufail said that no
negligence should be done
in security, cleanliness,
sprinkling of water, and
provision of facilities on
the procession route. He
also met with local schol-

ars. 
Minor drowns to

death: A ten-year-old boy,
Rehan, died after drowning
in a canal near Shadab
Town, while his three
friends were rescued. Due
to the intense heat and
humidity, four friends
reached Canal 9L to take a
bath and jumped into the
canal. 

Meanwhile, 10-year-old
Rehan drowned and died.
His body has been found.
Before Rescue 1122
arrived, the three boys
were saved by the people
present there. Rehan's dead
body was handed over to
the heirs.

Moreover, DPO Sahiwal
Rana Tahir Rehman Khan
has said that the security
plan for the day of Ashura
has been finalized. On 9
Muharram, 92 gatherings
will be held across the dis-
trict, and 23 processions
will be taken out across the
district on 9 Muharram,
and a total of 60 proces-
sions, big and small, will
be taken out across the dis-
trict on 10 Muharram.

Foolproof security
arrangements have been
made across the district. In
case of any emergency, the
district administration is on
high alert 24 hours a day.
All routes of Muharram are
also being monitored under
the Safe City Project.

Inter provincial car lifter
killed in encounter

F.P. Report 

WANA: District Police
Officer (DPO) South
Waziristan Lower, Khan
Khail, paid an official visit
to the Wana Press Club on
Monday. The visit was
aimed at fostering collabo-
ration and holding an open
dialogue with local journal-
ists regarding the current
law and order situation in
the district.

During the meeting,
DPO Khan Khail held a
candid discussion with
members of the press,
acknowledging the chal-
lenges faced by both the
police force and media in
the region. He reiterated
that the police, in close
coordination with the pub-
lic, are committed to imple-
menting a robust and sus-
tainable strategy to curb
crime and maintain peace.

"Sustainable peace can
only be achieved through
joint efforts, and the sup-
port of the local population
— including the media —
is indispensable," the DPO
remarked. "The media is
not just a source of infor-
mation; it is a powerful
force for promoting aware-
ness, highlighting societal

issues, and shaping con-
structive public discourse."

He praised the efforts of
journalists for their dedica-
tion in reporting under
challenging circumstances,
adding that their role as the
“eyes and ears of society”
helps law enforcement
agencies stay informed and
accountable.

The meeting concluded
on a positive note, with
journalists at the Wana
Press Club terming the
DPO’s visit a welcome and
encouraging gesture. They
appreciated the police
department’s continued
efforts to uphold law and
order, particularly in a
region long affected by
security concerns.

The journalists also
stressed the need for regu-
lar interaction between the
press and police to promote
transparency, build mutual
trust, and enhance coopera-
tion in the larger interest of
peace and development in
South Waziristan.

Abductee killing
spreads fear in
Waziristan: A wave of fear
and grief has swept through
Lower South Waziristan
after the body of a 22-year-
old youth was discovered in

the Shin Warsak area.
According to details, the

deceased, identified as Haq
Nawaz, son of Bahadur
Khan, a resident of Karey
Khel, was abducted by
unidentified armed men
from the Dekanina car stop.
His body was found today
in Lagad, a location situat-
ed behind the mountainous
area of Shin Warsak.

Local sources reported
that the deceased owned a
shop at Dekanina stop and
had left home in connection
with his daily work routine.
The body has been shifted
to his native village Zeri
Noor, where funeral
prayers will be held at 5:30
PM today at the Zeri Noor
graveyard.

The tragic death has
sparked outrage and sorrow
throughout the region.
Residents have demanded
an immediate and thorough
investigation by security
agencies, urging that those
responsible be brought to
justice. The incident has
caused deep concern and
anxiety among the local
population, with civil soci-
ety and community mem-
bers voicing alarm over the
rising number of such vio-
lent occurrences.

DPO visits press club
to ensure coordination

Haleem Asad

LOWER DIR: Jamaat-e-Islami Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (North) chief and former
senior minister Inayatullah Khan has
demanded immediate investigations by the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
and other anti-graft institutions into sever-
al corruption scandals that have rocked the
province. These include the Rs40 billion
Kohistan scam, Rs30 billion solar panel
fraud, Rs7 billion wheat scandal, Rs1.19
billion medicine scam, and the Rs110 mil-
lion biscuit scandal.

Addressing a meeting of the JI mem-
bers at Timergara as chief guest here on
Sunday, he accused the provincial govern-
ment of massive corruption, institutional
failure, and administrative chaos. He
warned that public trust in governance was
rapidly eroding due to rampant financial
mismanagement and political favoritism.

The gathering, attended by party regis-
tered members from all parts of the dis-
trict, was also addressed by the JI former
central chief Siraj ul Haq, district chief
Maulana Asadullah, Sheikh Noor Ahmad
Din, district general secretary Shuiab
Ahmad, Maulana Ihsanullah Khalis and
others.

He strongly condemned the reported
scrapping of Rs42 billion worth of devel-
opment projects in Malakand Division,
calling it “an open injustice and betrayal of
the people of backward regions.” He urged
the government to immediately reinstate
the dropped schemes and ensure fair
development across the province.

“The discretionary fund has been inflat-
ed from Rs50 million to Rs500 million,
while secret funds have risen from Rs50
million to Rs200 million. These figures
alone reflect the extent of financial irregu-
larities,” he said. Inayatullah Khan also
criticized the prolonged inactivation of the
Balambat irrigation project and alleged
“mega corruption” in the Timergara
Medical College project.

Calling for accountability, he said:

“NAB, FIA, and other institutions must
launch transparent investigations into
these scams. Those responsible must be
held accountable, and justice should be
served without delay.”

He urged JI workers to continue their
political struggle in a more organized and
determined manner. “We will knock on
every door for the rights of the people. The
corrupt system must be confronted, and
Jamaat-e-Islami is the only force capable
of delivering real change,” he stated.
Inayatullah Khan concluded his address by
stressing the need to raise awareness
among the public. “The time has come to
awaken the people, speak out for their
rights, and expose the corrupt elements
who have destroyed governance in this
province.”

Pesco urged to end power outage
during prayer-times: Residents of
Samarbagh and Kambat are facing severe
electricity load-shedding, particularly dur-
ing prayer times, which has sparked public
outrage in the region. Local political fig-
ure and former PK-16 candidate Dr.
Sarbiland Khan has strongly condemned
the ongoing power outages and called for
an immediate and permanent solution.

Speaking to media representatives at
Samarbagh here on Sunday, he demanded
that electricity generated from the Koto
Hydel Power Project in Lower Dir be sup-
plied directly to the residents of the dis-
trict. "If Chitral can benefit from the Golen
Gol project, then Dir must be given its fair
share of electricity. It is the constitutional
and legal right of the people of Dir," he
said. He stressed that the denial of basic
facilities like electricity amounted to sys-
tematic injustice. “The nation must unite
and raise its voice for its rights. Continued
deprivation will no longer be tolerated,”
he warned. Dr. Sarbuland Khan urged
WAPDA authorities, the district adminis-
tration, and elected representatives to take
urgent steps to resolve the crisis.
Otherwise, he cautioned, public protests
would be inevitable.

JI demands NAB
probe into major

financial scams in KP

F.P. Report

D I KHAN: Commissioner
Dera Ismail Khan, Zafar-
ul-Islam Khattak, has
praised the people of the
district for maintaining har-
mony and upholding the
sanctity of Muharram,
declaring that "Dera truly
lives up to its title 'Dera
Phullan da Sehra'.

Talking to media represen-
tatives here, the commissioner
commended the exemplary
coordination and performance
of the police, Pakistan Army,
TMA, WAPDA, WASA, and
other line departments during
the religious observances of
Ashura. 

"We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to all departments
for their tireless efforts," he
said, emphasizing the

essential role of media as
the fourth pillar of society
and acknowledging its con-
structive contribution.
Commissioner Khattak
warned of possible chal-
lenges ahead, citing the
Met Department's forecast
of widespread rains over
the next three weeks. 

He said the administra-
tion is actively working to
prevent flood-like situa-
tions and ensure public
safety. The citizens living
near rivers and waterways
have been advised to relo-
cate to safer areas as a pre-
cautionary measure.

He also highlighted that
anti-encroachment opera-
tions continued during
Muharram without discrim-
ination, as part of the gov-
ernment's broader strategy

to enforce the rule of law.
He noted that directives
from the Chief Minister and
Chief Secretary of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were fully
implemented, particularly
in light of recent unfortu-
nate events in Swat.

Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Nasir Khan, speak-
ing on the occasion, con-
firmed that the district
administration, under the
supervision of the Irrigation
and Revenue departments,
has launched a crackdown
on illegal encroachments
along riverbanks. He
assured the public that all
actions are being carried
out fairly, stating that even
structures illegally built on
government land are being
demolished without any
discrimination.

Peaceful observance
of Ashura lauded

F.P. Report 

ABBOTTABAD, BARA-
GALI: The Startup
Summer Camp 2024, a
dynamic four-day residen-
tial program, concluded
with great success from
30th June to 3rd July at the
scenic Baragali Campus of
the University of
Peshawar. Organized by
the Business Incubation
Center (BIC) in collabora-
tion with the National
Incubation Center (NIC)
Peshawar, the camp broug-
ht together aspiring entre-
preneurs, startup founders,
and seasoned professionals
from across Pakistan.

Set in the tranquil sur-
roundings of pine forests

and colonial-era cottages,
the camp created a unique
ecosystem of learning, cre-
ativity, and collaboration.
Over four days, partici-
pants engaged in interac-
tive sessions on leadership,
startup development, inno-
vation, and sustainability,
including the Net Zero
Challenge, startup clinics,
fireside chats, and mental
wellness workshops.

Daily wellness routines
such as yoga and mindful-
ness, led by Tahira
Kaleem, helped partici-
pants recharge and main-
tain balance. The evenings
were equally vibrant with
bonfires, music therapy,
and networking under the
stars.

The camp was graced
by Prof. Dr. Naeem Qazi,
Pro Vice Chancellor of the
University of Peshawar,
and Prof. Dr. Jahanzeb
Khan, Vice Chancellor of
the University of Bannu,
who appreciated the initia-
tive and encouraged stu-
dents to continue their
entrepreneurial journeys.

With over a dozen
expert facilitators and an
engaging agenda, the
Startup Summer Camp
2024 proved to be a trans-
formative experience, nur-
turing innovation, building
meaningful connections,
and energizing the youth to
shape the future of
Pakistan’s startup land-
scape.

Startup Summer
camp for

entrepreneurs ends

Young man
drowns in

Kabul river
Syed Waliullah Shah 

NOWSHERA: A young
man named Owais resident
of Nowshera Kalan's
Dhwani Khel neighbor-
hood, drowned in the
Kabul River while fishing
near the riverbank.

The incident occurred
when Owais slipped and
fell into the river, and the
strong currents swept him
away. The Rescue 1122
team, including divers, has
launched an operation to
recover Owais' body from
the river.

Despite the ongoing
search efforts, Owais' body
has not been recovered yet.
The local authorities and
rescue teams are working
to recover the body and
provide support to the fam-
ily.

Pharmacy demolition
at Qazi Medical Complex
a violation of court order:
The Director of
Mohammad Pharmacy,
Pirzada Hassan claimed
that Assistant
Commissioner Nowshera
has violated court order by
demolition of the pharma-
cy's emergency branch at
Qazi Medical Complex. He
claimed that the demolition
was a result of blackmail-
ing by a few vested inter-
ests.

This he said while
addressing a press confer-
ence at Nowshera press
club and added that
Mohammad Pharmacy had
a contract with the hospital
administration to operate
two branches in the com-
plex, which was extended
after a court order.

The emergency branch
was demolished by the
Assistant Commissioner,
allegedly under pressure
from the vested interests,
despite a court order
restraining any action
against the pharmacy. The
demolition not only violat-
ed the court order but also
deprived poor patients of
the benefits of the Sehat
Card facility provided by
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government.

Mohammad Pharmacy
reserves the right to
approach the court and
stage a peaceful protest
against the demolition and
the actions of the Assistant
Commissioner. The owner
demands accountability
from the district adminis-
tration for succumbing to
blackmailing by a few indi-
viduals.

Facilities
provided to
mourners

F.P. Report 

TOBA TEK SINGH: On
the special directives of
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
comprehensive arrange-
ments were ensured across
the district during Ashra-e-
Muharram for security,
cleanliness, and provision
of medical services. 

Under the supervision of
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Naeem
Sandhu and District Police
Officer (DPO) Ibadat
Nisar, all processions and
Majalis in the district were
held peacefully. A total of
334 processions were car-
ried out, including 21 in
Category A, 17 in Category
B, and 296 in Category C.
Similarly, 534 Majalis
were held, comprising 31
Category A, 12 Category
B, and 491 Category C
gatherings.To ensure secu-
rity, over 1,700 police per-
sonnel along with 970 vol-
unteers were deployed.
Walk-through gates and
metal detectors were
installed at Imambargahs
and sensitive locations,
while continuous monitor-
ing through CCTV cam-
eras remained active
throughout the proceed-
ings.

The Deputy
Commissioner and DPO
personally visited control
rooms, procession routes,
and Imambargahs to over-
see arrangements. Barbed
wires and barricades were
placed to block irrelevant
pathways along the routes.
Elite Force, Dolphin
Squad, and police mobiles
remained on active patrol
duty.In line with the Chief
Minister's vision of peace
and public service, the dis-
trict administration
ensured water sprinkling,
lighting, sanitation, and
other facilities along the
procession routes. The
Suthra Punjab Squad
remained actively engaged
in maintaining cleanliness.
Cold water, Niaz and bot-
tled water were distributed
among mourners at multi-
ple points.

Road
construction
inaugurated

F.P. Report 

BUNER: District Dev-
elopment Advisory
C o m m i t t e e
(DDAC)Chairman Buner
Kabir Khan Advocate
inaugurated Bagh-
Khadukhel 2 KM road
with estimated coat rupees
40.50 Million on Monday.

The inauguration cere-
mony was attended by a
large number of local dig-
nitaries, party workers, and
the public. Kamran Khan
Chairman Kabir Khan
Johar Khan Iqbal Khan of
Panjtar Syed Muambar
Bacha Muhammad Afsar
Khan and other leaders
addressed the ceremony.
The speaking said that
public service is our top
priority and the construc-
tion of this road will pro-
vide better travel facilities
to the local people.
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ISTANBUL (AP): Five
Turkish soldiers have died
after exposure to methane
gas while searching a cave
in northern Iraq for the
remains of a fellow soldier
killed by Kurdish militants
in 2022, the Turkish
Defense Ministry said.

Soldiers were searching
a mountain cave when 19 of
them were exposed to the
gas, which is colorless,
odorless, flammable and
can cause asphyxiation in
sufficient concentration.
"They were immediately
transported to the hospital
(but) despite all interven-
tions, five heroic personnel
were martyred," the min-
istry said in a statement.
"Rescue operations in the
area continue."

The ministry did not give

a specific location for the
incident other than the
"Claw-Lock Operation
region," a reference to an
operation launched against
the Kurdistan Workers'
Party, or PKK, in north Iraq
in April 2022. The Turkish
unit affected by methane
gas was searching for the
remains of an infantry offi-
cer killed by "terrorist gun-
fire" during a search-and-
clear operation in May
2022, the ministry said. For
the last three years, teams
have been hunting for his
remains. The cave was at an
altitude of 852 meters
(2,795 foot) and was known
to have been used as a hos-
pital by the PKK in the past,
although it had since been
cleared by Turkish soldiers.

The office of President

Recep Tayyip Erdogan said
the soldiers were "exposed
to a high concentration of
accumulated methane gas."
Turkey and the PKK have
waged a 40-year conflict
which has often spilled over
into Iraq and Syria. Turkey
has set up a series of bases
in northern Iraq, where the
PKK has been established
for decades. The PKK,
which is considered a ter-
rorist organization by
Turkey and most of the
West, announced in May
that it would disband and
renounce armed conflict as
part of a new peace initia-
tive with Turkey. Its fighters
are expected to begin hand-
ing over their weapons over
the next few days in the first
concrete move toward 
disarmament.

DAMASCUS (AFP):
Syrian authorities said
some 100 square kilometres
(40 square miles) of forest
had "turned to ash" in wild-
fires as firefighters from
neighbouring Jordan
arrived to battle a fourth
day of blazes in the
province of Latakia.

Syrian emergency work-
ers have faced tough condi-
tions including high tem-
peratures, strong winds,
rugged mountainous terrain
in the coastal province and
the danger of explosive war
remnants, in a country
worn down by years of con-
flict and economic crisis.
An AFP correspondent in
Latakia's Rabiaa region
saw emergency workers
battling a blaze near homes,
while vast swathes of forest
and olive groves were burnt
and smoke filled the air
over a long distance.

Jordanian civil defence

teams crossed into Syria,
the Syrian ministry for
emergencies and disaster
management said, after
Turkey sent assistance a
day earlier. Minister Raed
al-Saleh said on X that
"hundreds of thousands of
forest trees over an estimat-
ed area of around 10,000
hectares (25,000 acres) in
28 locations have turned to
ash". He later decried "a
real environmental disas-
ter" at a press conference in
the province. More than 80
teams including civil
defence personnel have
been helping battle the
blaze, he said, noting local
organisations and residents
were also providing assis-
tance, in addition to teams
and firefighting aircraft
from neighbouring Jordan
and Turkey.

Saleh said it would take
days to declare the blazes
completely extinguished

once the fire was brought
under control, calling them
"catastrophic". Syria's
defence ministry said the
air force was assisting, pub-
lishing images of a helicop-
ter collecting and dropping
water. Jordan's public secu-
rity directorate said in a
statement that the "spe-
cialised firefighting teams
from the civil defence...
have been provided with all
the modern equipment and
machinery necessary to
carry out their duties to the
fullest extent". Swathes of
forested area and farmland
have burnt and some vil-
lages evacuated as the fires
raged including near the
Turkish border.

The United Nations
deputy envoy to Syria Najat
Rochdi said in a statement
on X that Damascus "needs
more international assis-
tance" to face the fires. A
statement from the UN resi-

dent and humanitarian coor-
dinator for Syria Adam
Abdelmoula said that "UN
teams are on the ground
conducting urgent assess-
ments to determine the
scale of the disaster and to
identify the most immediate
humanitarian needs".
Nearly seven months after
the ousting of longtime
ruler Bashar al-Assad, Syria
is still reeling from more
than a decade of civil war
that ravaged the country's
economy, infrastructure and
public services. With man-
made climate change
increasing the likelihood
and intensity of droughts
and wildfires worldwide,
Syria has also been battered
by heatwaves and low rain-
fall. In June, the United
Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation
told AFP that Syria had "not
seen such bad climate 
conditions in 60 years".

Syria fights ‘catastrophic’
fires for fourth day

PARIS: French military and
intelligence officials claim
China has deployed its
embassies to spread doubts
about the performance of
French-made Rafale jets fol-
lowing the aerial combat
between India and Pakistan
in May.

The Associated Press
news agency, quoting French
officials, reported that
Beijing is working to harm
the reputation and sales of
France's flagship fighter air-
craft. French officials say
they have found that the
Chinese embassies are trying
to undermine Rafale sales by
persuading countries that
have already ordered the jets,
notably Indonesia, not to buy
them and instead choose
Chinese-made fighters. The
AP report said the findings
were shared by a French mil-
itary official on condition
that they should not be
named. Four days of India-
Pakistan clashes in May
were the most serious con-
frontation in years between
the two nuclear-armed
neighbours, which included
air combat involving dozens
of aircraft from both sides.
Military officials and
researchers have since been
digging for details of how
Pakistan's Chinese-made

military hardware - particu-
larly warplanes and air-com-
bat missiles - fared against
weaponry that India used in
air strikes on Pakistani tar-
gets, notably French-made
Rafale fighters. Sales of
Rafales and other armaments
are big business for the
French defence industry and
help Paris to strengthen ties
with other nations, including
in Asia, where China is
becoming the dominant
regional power. Pakistan
says its air force downed five
Indian planes during the
fighting, including three
Rafales. French officials say
that prompted questions
about their performance
from countries that have
bought the fighter from
French manufacturer
Dassault Aviation.

India acknowledged air-
craft losses but did not say
how many. French air force
chief General Jerome
Bellanger said he has seen
evidence pointing to just
three aircraft losses - a
Rafale, a Russian-made
Sukhoi and a Mirage 2000,
which is an earlier genera-
tion French-made jet. It was
the first known combat loss
of a Rafale, which France
has sold to eight countries.
"Of course, all those, the

nations that bought Rafales,
asked themselves ques-
tions," Bellanger said.
French officials have been
battling to protect the plane
from reputational damage,
pushing back against what
they allege was a concerted
campaign of Rafale-bashing
and disinformation online
from Pakistan and its ally,
China. They say the cam-
paign included viral posts on
social media, manipulated
imagery showing supposed
Rafale debris, AI-generated
content and video-game
depictions to simulate sup-
posed combat. More than
1,000 social media accounts
newly created as the India-
Pakistan clashes erupted
also spread a narrative of
Chinese technological supe-
riority, according to French
researchers who specialise
in online disinformation.

Military officials in
France say they have not
been able to link the online
Rafale-bashing directly to
the Chinese government.
But the French intelligence
service said Chinese
embassy defence attaches
echoed the same narrative in
meetings they held with
security and defence offi-
cials from other countries,
arguing that Indian Rafale

jets performed poorly and
promoting Chinese-made
weaponry. The defence
attaches focused their lobby-
ing on countries that have
ordered Rafales and other
potential customer nations
that are considering purchas-
es, the intelligence service
said. It said French officials
learned of the meetings from
nations that were
approached. The French
Ministry for Armed Forces
said the Rafale was targeted
by "a vast campaign of dis-
information" that "sought to
promote the superiority of
alternative equipment,
notably of Chinese design".
"The Rafale was not ran-
domly targeted. It is a highly
capable fighter jet, exported
abroad and deployed in a
high-visibility theatre," the
French ministry wrote on its
website.

Asked by AP to comment
on the alleged effort to dent
Rafale's appeal, the Ministry
of National Defence in
Beijing said: "The relevant
claims are pure groundless
rumours and slander. China
has consistently maintained
a prudent and responsible
approach to military exports,
playing a constructive role in
regional and global peace
and stability." — Aljazeera

French intelligence claims China 
trying to foil global sale of Rafale jets

MORWELL (AP):
Australian woman Erin
Patterson was Monday
found guilty of murdering
three of her estranged hus-
band's relatives by deliber-
ately serving them poison-
ous mushrooms for lunch.
The jury in the Supreme
Court trial in Victoria state
returned a verdict after six
days of deliberations, fol-
lowing a nine-week trial that
gripped Australia. Patterson
faces life in prison and will
be sentenced at a later date.
Patterson, who sat in the
dock between two prison
officers, showed no emotion
but blinked rapidly as the
verdicts were read.

Three of Patterson's four
lunch guests - her parents-
in-law Don and Gail
Patterson, and Gail's sister
Heather Wilkinson - died in
the hospital after the 2023
meal at her home in
Leongatha, at which she
served individual beef
Wellington pastries contain-
ing death cap mushrooms.
She was also found guilty of
attempting to murder Ian
Wilkinson, Heather's hus-
band, who survived the
meal. It wasn't disputed that
Patterson served the mush-
rooms or that the pastries
killed her guests. The jury
was required to decide
whether she knew the lunch
contained death caps, and if
she intended for them to die.

The guilty verdicts,
which were required to be
unanimous, indicated that
jurors rejected Patterson's
defense that the presence of
the poisonous fungi in the
meal was a terrible accident,
caused by the mistaken
inclusion of foraged mush-
rooms that she didn't know
were death caps.
Prosecutors didn't offer a
motive for the killings, but
during the trial highlighted
strained relations between
Patterson and her estranged
husband, and frustration that
she had felt about his par-
ents in the past. The case
turned on the question of
whether Patterson meticu-
lously planned a triple mur-
der or accidentally killed
three people she loved,
including her children's only
surviving grandparents. Her
lawyers said she had no rea-
son to do so - she had
recently moved to a beauti-
ful new home, was finan-
cially comfortable, had sole
custody of her children and
was due to begin studying
for a degree in nursing and
midwifery. But prosecutors
suggested Patterson had two
faces - the woman who pub-
licly appeared to have a
good relationship with her
parents-in-law, while her
private feelings about them
were kept hidden. Her rela-
tionship with her estranged
husband, Simon Patterson,

who was invited to the fatal
lunch but didn't go, deterio-
rated in the year before the
deaths, the prosecution said.

The simplest facts of
what happened that day and
immediately afterward were
hardly disputed. But
Patterson's motivations for
what she did and why were
pored over in detail during
the lengthy trial, at which
more than 50 witnesses
were called. The individual
beef Wellington pastries
Patterson served her guests
was one point of friction,
because the recipe she used
contained directions for a
single, family-sized portion.
Prosecutors said that she
reverted to individual serv-
ings, so she could lace the
other diners' portions, but
not her own, with the fatal
fungi - but Patterson said
that she was unable to find
the correct ingredients to
make the recipe as directed.
Nearly every other detail of
the fateful day was scruti-
nized at length, including
why Patterson sent her chil-
dren out to a film before her
guests arrived, why she
added additional dried
mushrooms to the recipe
from her pantry, why she
didn't become ill when the
other diners did, and why
she disposed of a food dehy-
drator after the deaths and
told investigators that she
didn't own one.

Australian woman 
convicted of three murders

PARIS (AFP): French-speaking King
Charles III, who is hosting President
Emmanuel Macron for a state visit
starting, professes a long-standing
love of France, describing it as "an
essential part" of his life.

The visit, at the invitation of the
monarch, is a rare privilege full of
spectacular pomp and circumstance
and an opportunity to strengthen a
bilateral relationship which the king
called "indispensable" during his visit
to France in September 2023. That
visit, hailed as a symbol of "cordial
detente" after Brexit, demonstrated a
closeness between the two heads of
state on issues such as Ukraine, but
also on a personal level.

"If you see their body language,
and this was particularly noticeable
during the state visit... it does seem
that they get on tremendously well,"
said monarchy expert Richard
Fitzwilliams. Macron touched the
monarch on the shoulder several
times during the visit, a casual ges-
ture unthinkable in the time of
Elizabeth II, but the king took no
offence. Brigitte Macron and Queen
Camilla, who share a love of litera-
ture, exchange kisses whenever they
meet, even though official protocol
dictates a curtsy.

As well as Ukraine, the two men

also share common ground on topics
such as the environment. "Inspired
and encouraged by my grandmother's
and my late mother's example, France
has been an essential part of the fab-
ric of my own life for as long as I can
remember," Charles declared before
the French Senate in September 2023,
in a speech delivered largely in
French, which earned him a standing
ovation. Like his mother, Elizabeth
II, who often visited France and met
every French president from Vincent
Auriol to Macron, Charles III learned
French from childhood. He reads it
fluently, and speaks it with a hint of
an accent. He has made more than 35
official visits to France since the
1970s, and according to him, Edith
Piaf's "La Vie en rose" remains one of
his favourite songs. Macron is the
first European leader to be invited for
a state visit since Charles III assumed
the throne.

The king's first state visit abroad
was originally scheduled to also take
place in France, in March 2023, but
was postponed due to social unrest.
The French couple's state visit will
take place at Windsor Castle, as
Buckingham Palace is undergoing
renovations, and will follow the stan-
dard schedule. There are on average
two of these visits per year, and

preparation for them generally takes
around a year. The Prince and
Princess of Wales will greet the
French presidential couple on landing
and accompany them on the journey
to Windsor, west of London, where
they will be officially welcomed by
the King and Queen.

They will join a carriage proces-
sion through the town, attend a mili-
tary parade and take lunch with the
royal family at the castle. Macron and
his wife will visit the Palace of
Westminster in London, where the
French president will address parlia-
mentarians for a "very political"
speech, according to the Elysee
Palace. The day will end with a state
dinner, including speeches by the
King and the French leader in front of
some 150 guests. Emmanuel Macron
will lay flowers on the grave of Queen
Elizabeth II, who died in September
2022, at St George's Chapel at
Windsor Castle, and will tour the gar-
dens. He will attend Franco-British
summit, the second since they
resumed in 2023 after being suspend-
ed due to Brexit, before leaving with
his wife later in the day. US President
Donald Trump has also been invited
for a state visit this year and is expect-
ed in September, but no date has yet
been officially announced.

Macron to rekindle relationship
with King Charles on UK visit

TOKYO (AFP): Yo Amano
says he is unravelling in a
cell where he has been con-
fined alone almost 24 hours
a day for over six years,
despite not having been
convicted of the fraud
charges against him. In
Japan's harsh criminal jus-
tice system, critics say
innocence is not presumed
and coerced confessions
help drive the 99 percent
conviction rate.

"From the moment I was
arrested, I've been treated
like I'm a prisoner,"
Amano, 36, told AFP
through a glass screen at
the Tokyo Detention
Centre, where he is held
alongside people convicted
of violent crimes, including
death-row inmates. "I'm
sure something is wrong
with me mentally, but I
can't tell for sure because I
can't even get a decent
medical diagnosis here," he
said. Campaigners argue
that lengthy pre-trial deten-
tion is meted out too easily
in Japan, especially if sus-
pects remain silent or
refuse to confess. That
often makes confessions a
de-facto condition for their
release, one that rights
groups say exists in few
other liberal democracies.

This alleged use of con-
finement as a way to elicit
confessions -- or "hostage
justice" -- is under renewed
scrutiny after a group of
victims recently filed a law-
suit challenging its consti-
tutionality. Lawyer Takashi
Takano, who spearheads
the suit, slammed the "com-
pletely inverted chronolo-
gy". In Japan, "if you con-
test your charges, your bail
is denied and detention
drags on. You get punished
and robbed of everything
first, sometimes before the
trial even begins, followed
finally by a verdict," he told
AFP. AFP obtained rare,
court-issued approval to
speak to Amano, who

denies the charges against
him.

Since his 2018 arrest, he
has been locked up incom-
municado, having "lost
everything", including his
job, partner and mental
health. In summer, what lit-
tle coolness there is in the
detention facility filters
through a small food slot
into Amano's sweltering
cell. Three tatami mats fill
the floor space, and there is
no air conditioning. For
most of the day, Amano is
not allowed to lie down or
lean against a wall, so he
spends hours sitting on a
mat. The former restaurant
owner says he has lost 30
kilogrammes (66 pounds)
since his arrest. He can
only contact his lawyers
and is denied access to any-
one else, including fami-
ly,barring rare exceptions.

This has left him
estranged from the "daugh-
ter I doted on", now seven
years old, and whom he last
saw in 2019. "I don't know
if she still remembers me."
"Hostage justice" -- a term
popularised by ex-Nissan
chief Carlos Ghosn's
months-long, 2018-2019
detention -- has been
repeatedly decried by inter-
national rights bodies.

The latest lawsuit chal-
lenges judges' ability to
"rubber-stamp" detentions,
and to reject bail without
demonstrating "probable
cause" that evidence will be
destroyed, according to
lawyer Takano. In Japan,
pre-indictment detention
can last up to 23 days,
extendable by multiple
rearrests. Only after indict-
ment does bail become pos-
sible, but as with Amano,
the option is often dis-
missed if the accused
denies the charges, cam-
paigners say. Judicial data
from 2021 shows that those
who confessed were
released much more quick-
ly than those who denied

the charges.
"In Japan, refusing to

confess or remaining silent
is seen as high-risk behav-
iour of someone likely to
destroy evidence," Kana
Sasakura, a criminal law
professor at Konan
University, told AFP.
Furthermore, detainees are
typically interrogated with-
out attorneys -- a stark con-
trast to most Group of
Seven and East Asian
democracies -- which
makes it harder to with-
stand the pressure of ques-
tioning. This, coupled with
gruelling confinement,
attests to Japan's overall
reliance on confessions,
Sasakura noted. "It's a
structure where, by con-
ducting interrogations
behind closed doors and
isolating the suspect from
the outside world, extract-
ing confessions is made
easier," she said. The jus-
tice ministry told AFP that
"prolonged detention solely
on the grounds of remain-
ing silent or denying
charges isn't occurring".

"We don't use physical
detention to force confes-
sions," it added, defending
Japan's "fair" and "evi-
dence-based" system. But
Tomoya Asanuma, another
plaintiff in the suit, recalls
almost cracking under the
strain. Last year, the 36-
year-old transgender
activist endured almost four
months of detention for
charges including assault
that he was ultimately
acquitted of in January.
"Detectives would tell me,
'confess already, and we
don't have to interrogate you
so many times,'" Asanuma
told AFP of the frequent,
hours-long questioning. Life
under constant surveillance,
including when he bathed or
relieved himself, was a
source of extra humiliation
as his body still retained
biologically female 
characteristics.

Pressed to confess:
Japan accused of
‘hostage justice’

One dies in
violent storm

pounding
Milan

MILAN (Reuters): One
person was killed by a
falling tree near Milan,
local firefighters said, as a
powerful storm battered the
northern Italian city after
days of high temperatures.
The 63-year-old woman
died in the town of
Robecchetto con Induno,
west of Milan, as she was
returning from a walk with
two other people who were
injured in the incident and
have been hospitalised, the
firefighters said.

Firefighters have dealt
with about 50 incidents so
far, with another 37 still
pending. Most involve dan-
gerous trees, flooded base-
ments and taverns, and
advertising billboards torn
down by strong winds.
According to Italian news
agency Ansa, heavy rains
also hit the eastern Veneto
region, where bad weather
swept areas around the
cities of Belluno and
Vicenza, as well as parts of
Tuscany, where falling
trees were also reported.
While rain and gales
pounded the north, temper-
atures remained close to 30
degrees Celsius (86 degrees
Fahrenheit) in much of
southern and central Italy,
including in Rome. Much
of Europe has sweltered in
an early summer heatwave
which officials have linked
to at least eight deaths on
the continent.

Lula
flays Gaza
‘genocide’

RIO DE JANEIRO:
Brazil's president says the
world must act to stop what
he describes as an Israeli
"genocide" in Gaza as lead-
ers from 11 emerging
BRICS nations gathered in
Rio de Janeiro. "We cannot
remain indifferent to the
genocide carried out by
Israel in Gaza, the indis-
criminate killing of inno-
cent civilians and the use of
hunger as a weapon of
war," President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva told leaders
from China, India and other
nations.

His comments came as
Gaza truce talks between
Israel and Hamas resumed
in Doha and as pressure
mounted to end the 21-
month war, which began
with Hamas's October 7,
2023, attacks in southern
Israel. Lula said "absolute-
ly nothing could justify the
terrorist actions" of Hamas
on that day, which resulted
in the deaths of 1,219 peo-
ple, mostly Israeli civilians.
But he also offered fierce
criticism of Israel's subse-
quent actions. Israel's mili-
tary campaign has killed at
least 57,418 people in
Gaza, also mostly civilians.
BRICS countries have been
in disagreement over how
strongly to denounce
Israel's bombing of Iran
and its actions in Gaza.

Leaders in Rio called for
reform of traditional
Western institutions while
presenting BRICS as a
defender of multilateral
diplomacy in an increasing-
ly fractured world. With
forums such as the G7 and
G20 groups of major
economies hamstrung by
divisions and the disruptive
America First approach of
United States President
Donald Trump, expansion
of BRICS has opened new
space for diplomatic coor-
dination. In his opening
remarks, Lula drew a paral-
lel with the Cold War's
Non-Aligned Movement, a
group of developing
nations that resisted for-
mally joining either side of
a polarised global order.
"BRICS is the heir to the
Non-Aligned Movement,"
Lula told leaders. "With
multilateralism under
attack, our autonomy is in
check once again."

BRICS nations now rep-
resent more than half the
world's population and 40
percent of its economic
output. Leaders from
Brazil, Russia, India and
China gathered for the its
first summit in 2009. The
bloc later added South
Africa and last year includ-
ed Egypt, Ethiopia,
Indonesia, Iran, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates as members. This
is the first summit of lead-
ers to include Indonesia.
Some leaders were missing
from this year's summit,
however. Chinese President
Xi Jinping chose to send
his prime minister in his
place. Russian President
Vladimir Putin is attending
online because of a warrant
issued for his arrest by the
International Criminal
Court.

TEXAS: First responders from College Station Fire Department searching along banks of Guadalupe
River, as rescue efforts continue following extreme flooding in Ingram.

Turkey says 5 soldiers
killed by methane gas
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America’s
broken politics

affecting
economy

T
HE political realignment has come
for economics. At least since the
days of Friedrich Hayek and John

Maynard Keynes in the last century, the
divide in economic thinking roughly cor-
responded to the political split. In the
mainstream, everyone was a capitalist and
saw some role for government. The
right/left divide was mostly over exactly
how big that role should be.

Now, in economics as in politics, it is no
longer left versus right; it is moderates ver-
sus populists. The question isn’t so much the
optimal size of government in a global mar-
ket-based economy, it is whether the econo-
my is positive or zero-sum and how it
entrenches power, according to Tribune
News Service.

The result is unlikely allies and enemies.
The horseshoe theory of politics holds that
extreme left and right partisans agree more
with each other than they do with the cen-
trists in their party. That theory now also
applies to economics. A decade and a half
ago, economists and policy wonks were
divided on things that in retrospect seem
quite small — the structure of the Affordable
Care Act, for example. More and more late-
ly, I struggle to find disagreement with cen-
ter-left economics pundits who used to make
me shake my head.

It could be that we are all moderating with
age. But I don’t think so. It’s that the con-
versation has changed. The debate is
increasingly about questions we moderates
have long seen as resolved, such as whether
price controls work (no), globalization is a
good thing (yes), or growth should be the
primary objective (of course).

These questions are being revisited
because populists have become a much big-
ger and more influential force in US politics
and policy — and as they do, centrists find
that we have more in common with each
other than the more extreme wings of our
respective camps. It’s not just me. Ezra
Klein recently described a divide in the
Democratic Party over the so-called abun-
dance agenda, which argues that getting
many regulations and special-interest groups
out of the way can unlock more growth. So-
called “abundance liberals” argue that, with
the right policies, the government can
increase economic growth and make every-
one better off.

The more populist wing of the Democratic
Party rejects this approach, because it sees
the real problem as power. It has a more
zero-sum view of the economy, in which the
powerful (usually corporations and the rich)
take most of the limited resources everyone
should be entitled to. I am closer to abun-
dance liberals (let’s make a bigger economic
pie) than I am to populist liberals (let’s make
sure the pie slices are exactly even). I also
support getting rid of wasteful regulations
and favors to special-interest groups. The
difference is that I think these barriers need
to be removed to empower the private sector,
not the government, to drive growth. This is
not a trivial difference, and someday it will
probably tear our fragile alliance apart. But
for now, compared to the alternative, it feels
semantic.

Conservatives are facing a divide similar
to the one Klein describes among liberals.
The populist strain of the right also sees the
world as zero-sum and condemns the con-
centration of power — not of the rich, but
among foreigners and institutions: universi-
ties, technology firms, government bureau-
cracies, international agencies, and so on.

President Donald Trump’s administration
reflects this division. Its economic team
includes representatives from the more tradi-
tional pro-growth wing of the Republican
Party, with trained economists and people
who worked in finance, as well as people
from the more populist zero-sum wing, dom-
inated by Yale Law graduates and their fel-
low travelers.

This realignment will shape America’s
economic discourse and policies for the
foreseeable future. Rather than a right/left
divide on the role of government, the main
debate going forward will be between cen-
trists and populists.

W
HEN visiting
the president’s
office, it helps

to come bearing
warmth. A firm
embrace, a grateful
smile, a public thank
you — all gestures of
loyalty that set the tone.
It is best to arrive eager
for wisdom and ready to
express not only person-
al admiration but also
that of your people. In
these corridors of
power, both elders and
juniors are expected to
display reverence.

Some go further. They
declare themselves lucky
to have been born during
his era, lucky to sail on
the same ship. For he,
they say, is a seasoned
captain, unfazed by tem-
pests. Success clings to
him and landmark deals
bear his signature. He is,
in their eyes, unlike any
predecessor — a singular
force, a steadfast ally in
turbulent times.

Flattery often extends
to his choice of necktie or
dance steps — and, of
course, his tweets. Such
an encounter may begin
with congratulations: vic-
tories abroad echo those
at home.

As Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu flew toward
his US meeting this week,
he was both relaxed and
cautious. He credits him-
self with having slipped
inside Donald Trump’s
mind — perhaps even his
heart. But Trump is a
complex man: hard-
edged, addicted to win-
ning, a master of deals
and disruption. He recoils
at failure, bristles at dis-
appointment and never
backs down.

He plays both sides —
extending a hand one
moment, throwing punch-
es the next. He views the
world through his own
lens, dismissing the
vision of experts. His tal-
ent for veering off course
is matched only by his
flair for unsettling both
allies and foes. Each new
battle deepens his convic-
tion that destiny has cho-
sen him to save not only

America, but the world.
Netanyahu might open

the meeting with a tale.
He could say the presi-
dent’s backing allowed
him to carry out major
surgery on the Middle
East — painful, delicate,
expensive surgery that
has redrawn the region’s
face. Just two years ago,
he might say, a missile
could travel from Tehran
to Beirut via Iraq and
Syria, bypassing state
permission. 

An Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps adviser could
accompany it, arming
proxies and cementing
their place in the so-
called axis of resistance.

Back then, a visitor to
Syria could meet
President Bashar Assad in
Damascus, then travel by
road to Beirut’s southern
suburbs to sit with
Hezbollah chief Hassan
Nasrallah. They could
even meet leaders of
Hamas and Islamic Jihad
living in Lebanon without
state consent.

American support
secured Israel’s military
and technological edge
and facilitated the opera-
tion. Today, the missile
no longer reaches its tar-
get. Nor does the adviser.
Syria, once the corridor
and incubator, speaks a
different language now —
reportedly seeking only to
revive the disengagement
accord in exchange for
stepping out of the mili-
tary side of the conflict
with Israel.

Lebanon, once the base
of the “support front,” has
paid a steep price.
Though Israel paused its
shelling, it continues
lethal strikes. Without
Syrian depth, Hezbollah
cannot launch a war. Yet
its insistence on holding
onto its weapons robs
Lebanon of stability and
reconstruction prospects
and could trigger some-
thing worse.

The old balance is bro-
ken. Israeli jets control
the skies over much of the
neighborhood and operate
across borders. Syria
wants US guarantees. So
does Hamas. Lebanon,
too. Even Iran is said to
be seeking American
assurances. Trump, it
seems, is the region’s
guarantor-in-chief.

Netanyahu closes his
eyes. He feels genuine
gratitude toward the pres-
ident. The picture has
changed. The fall of
Assad’s regime, in his
eyes, shifted the game.
The current phase is
about forcing factions
back into their native
maps, stripped of regional
extensions. That return
coincides with extracting
borders from the battle-
field, at least for now.

Removing the rubble
from Gaza will take
years. So will reconstruc-
tion. In the meantime,
Hamas will likely be side-
lined, unable to contem-
plate another war.

Lebanon, too, may not
pose a threat in the com-
ing years. At best, it
hopes for implementation
of UN Security Council
Resolution 1701, Israeli
withdrawal from its terri-
tory and for weapons to
be placed solely in the
state’s hands.

The biggest file
remains Iran. Trump’s
vow to prevent it from
obtaining a nuclear
weapon is unwavering.
The latest round of con-
flict drew Tehran directly
into the war, stripping it
of the luxury of fighting
by proxy. Israeli strikes
on Iranian soil pierced
what Tehran once consid-
ered untouchable. Even as

Iran’s missiles struck Tel
Aviv, the strategic loss
across its regional net-
work was deeper.

Now the question: Will
Iran opt to ride out
Trump’s term, coexisting
until the clock runs out?
Can it rebuild new lines
of regional defense
resembling Hezbollah’s
former role?

Netanyahu knows
Trump needs a win in
Gaza after failing to
deliver one in Ukraine.
Russian President
Vladimir Putin wants to
crush Ukraine before
agreeing to a truce and he
wants no partner in claim-
ing victory.

But Netanyahu will not
challenge the guarantor-
in-chief. The man of war
can also be the man of
peace. A ceasefire in Gaza
might be accepted — then
navigated around. Some
flexibility may be neces-
sary, given the devasta-
tion. There is little left in
Gaza that could pose a
danger.

Israel’s adversaries
now wait for guarantees
from the US. Netanyahu,
meanwhile, hopes for a
fresh endorsement from
the White House to fuel
his reelection bid.

Some in the region are
even hoping Trump con-
cludes that the most
meaningful guarantee he
can offer is to keep the
two-state solution alive
— even if on pause. For
now, the guarantor also
remains the dealer of sur-
prises.

Netanyahu
hosted by the

guarantor-
in-chief

Ghassan Charbel

T
AX collection has
always been an
indispensable pillar

in the architecture of a
functioning state. Since
the earliest formations of
organized governance,
levying taxes has been a
standard practice to
ensure the sustenance of
administrative machin-
ery, provision of public
services, and the defense
of the realm. No society,
however prosperous or
modest, can remain viable
without a steady inflow of
revenue, and taxes pro-
vide precisely that foun-
dation. In modern states,
particularly those with
large populations and
growing development
needs, tax collection
becomes not merely a fis-
cal necessity but a moral
and civic obligation.
Citizens who enjoy the
privileges and protections
offered by the state are
expected, in return, to
contribute their due
share. This principle,
though universally
acknowledged in theory,
often faces glaring contra-
dictions in practice.

Pakistan, unfortunately,
presents a classic example
of this discrepancy. Despite
repeated campaigns and
policy measures to broaden
the tax base, there remains
a large segment of society
that views tax payment not
as a duty, but as a burden to
be shirked. Various interest
groups, often shielded by
special patronage or infor-
mal networks, have for
decades found ways to
escape their share of contri-
bution. Yet, amidst this cul-
ture of evasion and selec-
tive accountability, there
exists one group that bears
the burden consistently and
inevitably-the government
servants.

Unlike many other class-
es, the salaried government
employees in Pakistan have
no room to maneuver or
evade. Their income, being
drawn directly from the
state exchequer, is subject
to automatic deductions at

the source. Regardless of
their consent or financial
flexibility, they are taxed
before their salaries even
reach their hands. And this
past fiscal year, these
deductions reached a record
high. According to recent
reports, the salaried class
contributed an astounding
Rs. 545 billion in income
tax during the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2025. This
contribution not only sur-
passed but dwarfed the
combined tax paid by two
other significant segments
of the economy-exporters
and retailers.

Exporters, despite enjoy-
ing the benefits of earning
in foreign currency and
having access to substantial
government incentives,
paid only Rs180 billion.
Retailers, a politically
entrenched group histori-
cally resistant to documen-
tation and regulation, con-
tributed a meager Rs62 bil-
lion under sections 236G
and 236H of the Income
Tax Ordinance. When
added together, these two
sectors paid Rs242 billion-
less than half of what the
salaried class alone con-
tributed. This disparity
speaks volumes about the
structural inequalities
embedded within the tax
regime. Why are income
tax rates not levied on other
sectors of life at the same
rate and with the same spir-
it as government employ-
ees? This question echoes
across the corridors of pub-
lic discourse, unanswered
and inconvenient.

The government
employees' contribution of
Rs545 billion marked a
sharp increase from Rs367
billion in the previous fiscal
year, indicating an addi-
tional burden of Rs178 bil-
lion. Such a dramatic rise,
though indicative of
increased revenue collec-
tion, also highlights the
lack of equitable tax
enforcement across sectors.
It is deeply ironic that those
who are most exposed,

most transparent in their
earnings, and least able to
avoid taxation, are the ones
carrying the largest share of
the burden.

The much-publicized
Tajir Dost Scheme (TDS),
introduced with fanfare as a
mechanism to bring retail-
ers into the formal tax net,
has largely failed to deliver
on its promises. Retailers,
despite their profitability
and volume of transactions,
have managed to evade
meaningful taxation yet
again. Sections 236G and
236H, which impose taxes
on distributors, dealers,
wholesalers, and retailers
based on their gross sales,
were meant to serve as
deterrents against non-
compliance. However, even
these measures have result-
ed in limited success. While
they have generated some
revenue and forced a few
into the net, the overall
response remains luke-
warm.

In light of this, the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) has attempted to
offer some relief to the
already overburdened
salaried class. According to
FBR's officials, the first
two tax slabs have been
revised downward for the
fiscal year 2025-26.
Individuals earning
between Rs600,000 and
Rs1.2 million annually will
now be taxed at 1 percent
instead of 5 percent, and
those earning between
Rs1.2 million and Rs2.2
million will see their rate
reduced from 15 percent to
11 percent. This adjustment
is expected to provide a
collective relief of Rs50
billion to the salaried class-
though one could argue it is
a modest reprieve consider-
ing the scale of their contri-
bution.

Among the salaried
class, government employ-
ees serving in teaching and
research roles had long
benefitted from a modest
tax rebate-a recognition of
their intellectual service to

the nation. This rebate was
first introduced under
General Pervez Musharraf's
government in 2006 at a
generous 75%, later
reduced to 40% in 2013,
and then to 25% by 2022.
However, under the
Finance Act 2022, the
rebate was entirely with-
drawn, leaving academi-
cians and researchers with-
out the relief they had
relied upon for over a
decade. In March 2025, fol-
lowing sustained advocacy
by teacher associations, the
federal cabinet reinstated
the 25% rebate. Yet this
reinstatement was met with
resistance from the IMF,
which objected to the
rebate's continuation on the
grounds of tax harmoniza-
tion.

Despite IMF pressure,
the government, through
the Finance Bill 2025-26,
restored the 25% rebate ret-
rospectively for Tax Years
2023, 2024, and 2025. This
gesture has been welcomed
as a step toward acknowl-
edging the unique service
of educators and
researchers, though uncer-
tainty looms over the
rebate's future. Such
episodes illustrate the
broader dilemma-whether
national fiscal policy
should prioritize external
directives or respond to
domestic needs and the
principle of fairness.

In any fair and responsi-
ble state, the tax regime
must be broad-based, equi-
table, and transparent.
Burdening only those who
are easily accessible while
allowing powerful seg-
ments to remain untouched
breeds resentment and
erodes public trust. The
salaried class, especially
government servants, have
performed their duty-often
without applause or recog-
nition. It is now time for
other sectors to rise to the
same standard. Equity in
taxation is not merely a
question of numbers; it is a
test of the state's moral
authority and administra-
tive integrity.

Government employees
and tax vollection

Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

S
INCE October 7,
2023, the war of
images has eclipsed

the war of weapons. From
Gaza’s pulverised hospi-
tals and starving infants to
mass graves and desperate
fathers digging through
rubble, every pixel cap-
tured on a smartphone
strikes deeper than a mis-
sile.

These raw, unfiltered,
and undeniable images have
a far greater impact than any
press conference or official
speech. And for the first
time in its history, Israel
cannot delete them or drown
them in propaganda.

The horrifying images of
the Israeli army massacring
people at aid distribution
locations prompted newspa-
per Haaretz’s Gideon Levy
to write on June 29: “Is
Israel perpetrating genocide
in Gaza? […] The testi-
monies and images emerg-
ing from Gaza don’t leave
room for many questions.”

Even staunchly pro-Israel
commentator and New York
Times columnist Thomas
Friedman no longer buys
into the Israeli narrative. In
a May 9 op-ed, addressed to
US President Donald
Trump, he declared: “This
Israeli government is not
our ally,” clarifying that it is
“behaving in ways that
threaten hard-core US inter-
ests in the region”.

Once, Israel’s narrative
was protected by the gates
of editorial rooms and the
gravity of Western guilt. But
the smartphone shattered
those gates. What we see
now is no longer what Israel
tells us — it’s what Gaza
shows us.

The platforms carrying

these images — TikTok,
WhatsApp, Instagram, X —
don’t prioritise context; they
prioritise virality. While
older generations might
look away, younger ones are
glued to the stream of suf-
fering, absorbed by every
pixel, every siren, every
moment of destruction. The
global public is agitated, and
this works against the Israeli
interest. Israel is no longer
just at war with its neigh-
bours; it is at war with the
lens itself.

The psychological toll of
this visual war is reverberat-
ing deep inside Israeli socie-
ty. For decades, Israelis
were conditioned to see
themselves as global narra-
tors of trauma, not subjects
of international scrutiny. But
now, with videos of Israeli
bombardment, flattened
Gaza neighbourhoods, and
emaciated children flooding
every platform, many
Israelis are grappling with a
growing ethical predica-
ment.

There is unease, even
among centrists, that these
visceral images are eroding
Israel’s moral high ground.
For the first time, public dis-
course in Israeli society
includes fear of the mirror:
what the world now sees
and what Israelis are forced
to confront.

Internationally, the effect
has been even more desta-
bilising for Israel’s diplo-
matic standing.
Longstanding allies, once
unconditionally supportive,
now face growing domestic
pressure from citizens who
are not consuming official
statements but TikTok’s live

streams and Instagram’s
image feed.

Lawmakers in Europe
and North America are
openly questioning arms
shipments, trade deals, and
diplomatic cover, not
because of the briefings they
have on Israeli war crimes
but because their inboxes
are flooded with screenshots
of scattered body parts and
starving children.

The battlefield has
expanded into parliaments,
campuses, city councils, and
editorial rooms. This is the
backlash of a war Israel can-
not win with brute force. To
regain control of the narra-
tive, Israeli officials have
pressured social media plat-
forms to curb content they
dislike. Yet even Israel’s
most sophisticated public
diplomacy efforts are strug-
gling to keep pace with the
virality of raw documenta-
tion.

Behind closed doors, the
Israeli military is no longer
merely worried about public
relations; it is concerned
about prosecution. The
Israeli army has admon-
ished soldiers for taking
selfies and filming them-
selves demolishing
Palestinian homes, warning
that such material is now
being harvested as evidence
by international human
rights organisations.

Footage and images from
social media have already
been used by activists to tar-
get Israeli servicemen
abroad. In a number of
cases, Israeli citizens have
had to flee countries they
were visiting due to war
crimes complaints filed

against them.
In the age of smart-

phones, the occupation is no
longer just visible — it’s
indictable.

In the past, Israel fought
wars that it could explain.
Now, it fights a battle it can
only react to — often too
belatedly and too clumsily.
The smartphone captures
what the missile conceals.
Social media disseminates
information that official
briefings attempt to sup-
press. The haunting images,
digitally preserved, ensure
that we never forget any
devastating atrocity, or act
of brutality.

Images of conflict do not
just convey information;
they can also redefine our
perceptions and influence
our political positions. The
powerful “Napalm Girl”
photo that captured the
aftermath of an attack by the
US-allied South Vietnamese
army on civilians during the
Vietnam War had a pro-
found impact on American
society. It helped create a
significant shift in public
opinion regarding the war,
accelerating the decision of
the US government to end
it.

Today, in Gaza, the
stream of powerful images
does not stop. Despite
Israel’s best efforts, the
global opinion is over-
whelmingly against its
genocidal war.

Smartphones have com-
pletely changed the nature
of conflict by putting a cam-
era in the hands of every
witness. In this new era,
Israel struggles to defeat the
relentless, unfiltered visual
record of its crimes that
calls for justice.

Israel now faces adversaries
Jasim Al-Azzawi

Netanyahu might open the meeting with a tale. He
could say the president’s backing allowed him to
carry out major surgery on the Middle East —

painful, delicate, expensive surgery that has
redrawn the region’s face. Just two years ago, he
might say, a missile could travel from Tehran to

Beirut via Iraq and Syria, bypassing state permis-
sion. An Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps advis-
er could accompany it, arming proxies and cement-

ing their place in the so-called axis of resistance.
Back then, a visitor to Syria could meet President
Bashar Assad in Damascus, then travel by road to

Beirut’s southern suburbs to sit with Hezbollah
chief Hassan Nasrallah. They could even meet lead-
ers of Hamas and Islamic Jihad living in Lebanon
without state consent. American support secured

Israel’s military and technological edge and facili-
tated the operation. Today, the missile no longer

reaches its target. Nor does the adviser. Syria, once
the corridor and incubator, speaks a different lan-
guage now — reportedly seeking only to revive the
disengagement accord in exchange for stepping out

of the military side of the conflict with Israel.
Lebanon, once the base of the “support front,” has

paid a steep price. Though Israel paused its
shelling, it continues lethal strikes. Without Syrian

depth, Hezbollah cannot launch a war. 
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O
N June 16, the
Ukrainian gov-
ernment started

the process for opening
bids for foreign compa-
nies to mine lithium
deposits in the country.
Among the interested
investors is a consortium
linked to Ronald S
Lauder, who is believed
to be close to United
States President Donald
Trump.

The bid is part of a min-
erals deal signed in April
that is supposed to give
the US access to Ukraine’s
mineral wealth. The
agreement was negotiated
over months and was tout-
ed by Trump as “payback”
for US military support for
the Ukrainian military.

The final text, which
the Ukrainian side has cel-
ebrated as “more
favourable” compared
with previous iterations,
paves the way for US
investment in the mining
and energy sectors in
Ukraine. Investment deci-
sions will be made jointly
by US and Ukrainian offi-
cials, profits will not be
taxed and US companies
will get preferential treat-
ment in tenders and auc-
tions.

Trump’s demand for
access to Ukrainian miner-
al wealth was slammed by
many as infringing on
Ukrainian sovereignty and
being exploitative at a
time when the country is
fighting a war and is high-
ly dependent on US arms
supplies. But that is hardly
an aberration in the record
of relations between
Ukraine and the West. For
more than a decade now,
Kyiv has faced Western
pressure to make deci-
sions that are not neces-
sarily in the interests of its
people.

Perhaps the most well-
known accusations of
Western influence ped-
dling have to do with the
son of former US
President Joe Biden –
Hunter Biden. He became
a board member of the
Ukrainian natural gas
company Burisma in May
2014, three months after
Viktor Yanukovych, the
pro-Russian president of
Ukraine, fled to Russia
during nationwide
protests.

At that time, Joe Biden
was not only vice presi-
dent in President Barack
Obama’s administration
but also its pointman on
US-Ukrainian relations.
Over five years, Hunter
Biden earned up to
$50,000 a month as a
board member. The appar-
ent conflict of interest in
this case bothered even
Ukraine’s European allies.

But Joe Biden’s inter-
ference went much further
than that. As vice presi-
dent, he openly threatened
then-Ukrainian President
Petro Poroshenko with
blocking $1bn in US aid if
he did not dismiss the
Ukrainian prosecutor gen-
eral, whom Washington
opposed.

When Biden became
president, his administra-
tion – along with the
European Union – put
pressure on Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy to give foreign
“experts” a key role in the
election of judges for
Ukraine’s courts. As a
result, three of the six
members on the Ethics
Council of the High
Council of Justice, which
vets judges, are now mem-

bers of international
organisations.

There was fierce oppo-
sition to this reform, even
from within Zelenskyy’s
own political party.
Nevertheless, he felt com-
pelled to proceed.

The Ukrainian govern-
ment also adopted other
unpopular laws under
Western pressure. In 2020,
the parliament passed a
bill introduced by
Zelenskyy that removed a
ban on the sale of private
farmland. Although polls
consistently showed the
majority of Ukrainians to
be against such a move,
pressure from the West
forced the Ukrainian pres-
ident’s hand.

Widespread protests
against the move were
muffled by COVID-19
pandemic restrictions.
Subsequently, Ukraine’s
agricultural sector became
even more dominated by
large, export-oriented
multinational companies
with deleterious conse-
quences for the country’s
food security.

Attempts to challenge
these unpopular laws were
undermined by attacks on
courts. For example, the
Kyiv District
Administrative Court
ruled that the judicial
reform law violated
Ukraine’s sovereignty and
constitution, but this deci-
sion was invalidated when
Zelenskyy dissolved the
court after the US imposed
sanctions on its head
judge, Pavlo Vovk, over
accusations of corruption.

The Constitutional
Court, where there were
also attempts to challenge
some of these laws, also
faced pressure. In 2020,
Zelenskyy tried to fire all
the court’s judges and
annul their rulings but
failed. Then in 2021,
Oleksandr Tupytskyi, the
chairman of the court, was
sanctioned by the US,
again over corruption
accusations. This facilitat-
ed his removal shortly
thereafter.

With Western interfer-
ence in Ukrainian internal
affairs made so apparent,
public confidence in the
sovereignty of the state
was undermined. A 2021
poll showed that nearly 40
percent of Ukrainians did
not believe their country
was fully independent.

In step with interfer-
ence in Ukraine’s gover-
nance, its economy has
also faced foreign pres-
sures. In 2016, US
Ambassador to Ukraine
Geoffrey Pyatt urged the
country to become an
“agricultural superpower”.
And it appears that the
country indeed has gone
down that path, continuing
the process of deindustri-
alisation.

From 2010 to 2019,
industry’s share of
Ukraine’s gross domestic
product fell by 3.7 per-
centage points while that
of agriculture rose by 3.4
percentage points.

This didn’t benefit
Ukrainians. UNICEF
found that nearly 20 per-
cent of Ukrainians suf-
fered from “moderate to
severe food insecurity”
from 2018 to 2020, a fig-
ure that rose to 28 percent
by 2022. This is more than
twice as high as the same
figure for the EU.

This is because the
expansion of agriculture
has favoured export-ori-

ented monocrops like sun-
flowers, corn and soya
beans. Although Ukraine
became the world’s
biggest exporter of sun-
flower oil in 2019, a 2021
study found that the domi-
nation of agriculture by
intensively farmed mono-
culture has put 40 percent
of the country’s soil at risk
of depletion.

The 2016 free trade
agreement with the EU
also encouraged low-cost
exports. Due to the restric-
tive provisions of the
agreement, Ukrainian
business complained that
domestic products were
often unable to reach
European markets while
European producers
flooded Ukraine. Ukraine
had a 4-billion-euro
($4.7bn) trade deficit with
the EU in 2021, exporting
raw materials and import-
ing processed goods and
machinery.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s
industrial output collapsed
under the blows of closed
export markets, Western
competition and neoliber-
al economic policies at
home. According to the
Ministry of Economy, by
2019, automobile produc-
tion had shrunk to 31 per-
cent of its 2012 level, train
wagon production to 29.7
percent, machine tool pro-
duction to 68.2 percent,
metallurgical production
to 70.8 percent and agri-
cultural machinery pro-
duction to 68.4 percent.

In 2020, the govern-
ment under the newly
elected Zelenskyy tried to
intervene. It proposed new
legislation to protect
Ukrainian industry, Bill
3739, which aimed to
limit the amount of for-
eign goods purchased by
Ukrainian state contracts.
Member of parliament
Dmytro Kiselevsky point-
ed to the fact that while
only 5 to 8 percent of state
contracts in the US and
EU are fulfilled with
imports, the same figures
stood at 40 to 50 percent
in Ukraine.

But Bill 3739 was
immediately criticised by
the EU, the US and pro-
Western NGOs in
Ukraine. This was despite
the fact that Western coun-
tries have a range of meth-
ods to protect their mar-
kets and state purchases
from foreigners.
Ultimately, Bill 3739 was
passed with significant
amendments that provided
exceptions for companies
from the US and the EU.

The recent renewal of
EU tariffs on Ukrainian
agricultural exports,
which had been lifted in
2022, is yet another con-
firmation that the West
protects its own markets
but wants unrestricted
access to Ukraine’s, to the
detriment of the Ukrainian
economy. Ukrainian offi-
cials worry that this move
would cut economic
growth this year from the
projected 2.7 percent to
0.9 percent and cost the
country $3.5bn in lost rev-
enues.

In light of all this,
Trump’s mineral deal
reflects continuity in
Western policy on Ukraine
rather than a rupture.
What the US president did
differently was show to
the public how Western
leaders bully the
Ukrainian government to
get what they want –
something that usually
happens behind closed
doors.

Ukraine’s sovereignty
was violated

long before Trump
Peter Korotaev

I
T is ironic that two
nuclear weapons
powers, the US and

Israel, attacked non-
nuclear Iran’s research
sites and put them out of
action for months or
years. While Donald
Trump has repeatedly
said Iran cannot be per-
mitted to obtain a
nuclear weapon, Israeli
Prime Minister
Binyamin said its June
12-day war on Iran was
meant to stop it from
making nuclear
weapons. Iran has
denied it seeks to pro-
duce nuclear arms and
argues its nuclear pro-
gramme is solely for
peaceful civilian purpos-
es.

Iran has no bombs and
is a member of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). The US, which has
5,500 nuclear warheads,
is among the states recog-
nised as possessing
nuclear bombs along with
France, Britain, Russia,
and China. Pakistan,

India, and North Korea
also have bombs while
non-NPT member Israel
does not admit to having
at least 90 nuclear devices
plus between 750 and
1,110 kilograms of pluto-
nium, which would be
enough to build 187 to
277 nuclear weapons.
Nevertheless, Israel relies
on a policy of ambiguity
to avoid criticism or sanc-
tions.

Iran has submitted to
NPT controls and inspec-
tions and had abided by
the 2015 agreement with
the US, France, Britain,
Germany, Russia and
China until 2018 when
Trump took the US out of
the deal and imposed
punitive sanctions, crip-
pling Iran’s economy. In
2019, Iran began to
breach the terms of the
deal by enriching uranium
to 60 per cent (a provoca-
tive gesture) instead of
sticking to the 3.67 per
cent permitted, amassing
a large stockpile, and
curbing UN nuclear

watchdog (IAEA) inspec-
tions.

Israeli ambiguity over
its nuclear bomb pro-
gramme and arsenal has
been exposed as pointless
by a number of interna-
tional and Israeli writers
and experts. France played
a key role in the creation
in the late 1950’s of
Israel’s nuclear pro-
gramme by helping to
build Israel’s main reactor
at Dimona in the Negev
desert where plutonium
was first produced, the
first step in weaponiza-
tion. French-Israeli coop-
eration initially remained
a secret from the US,
Israel’s protector, which
repeatedly queried Israel
on its activities at Dimona.
Among the whistle-blow-
ers were defected Dimona
employee Mordechai
Vanunu, Israeli professor
Israel Shahak, and Israeli-
US historian Avner Cohen.
Vanunu published an arti-
cle in London’s Sunday
Times in 1986, Shahak
released his book “Open

Secrets” in 1997, and
Cohen brought out “Israel
and the Bomb” in 1998. It
is significant that Shahak
and Cohen published their
books more than a decade
after Vanunu challenged
Israel’s policy of ambigui-
ty.

Vanunu fled Israel but
was kidnapped from
Rome by Israeli agents,
tried, spent 18 years in
prison, 11 in solitary con-
finement, and when
released, was banned
from travelling outside
Israel. I met Vanunu at a
dinner party in occupied
East Jerusalem soon after
he was released from
prison in 2004. Branded
as a “traitor” by the Israeli
government, Vanunu
became a sad, lonely fig-
ure hanging around the
American Colony hotel’s
courtyard cafe. Unlike
Vanunu, neither Cohen
nor Shahak, who was a
friend of mine, faced
harsh treatment by the

Israeli government.
“In 1969, the US

accepted the Israeli
exceptionalist nuclear sta-
tus, as long as Israel
remained committed to
keeping its presence
invisible and opaque. This
is known as the 1969
Nixon-Meir nuclear deal,”
Cohen told MEE. The
leaders involved were
Israeli Prime Minister
Golda Meir and US
President Richard Nixon.
Since then, Israel has
stuck to ambiguity while
the US has not called this
a fraud. It is suspected
that Israel conducted a
secret bomb test in the
South Atlantic/Indian
Ocean in 1979 with the
cooperation of the
apartheid South African
government which devel-
oped its nuclear pro-
gramme to reach weapon-
isation stage but aban-
doned it in 1989.

While maintaining its
policy of nuclear ambigu-

ity, Israel remains the sole
regional state to possess
nuclear weapons. Israel
has vowed not to use them
unless it faced an existen-
tial threat. However, it
was reported during the
1973 October/Ramadan
war when Egypt and Syria
mounted a surprise attack
on Israel, it stood up but
did not use nuclear
bombs. While Egypt
recaptured territory occu-
pied by Israel in Sinai and
Syria in the Golan, the US
provided Israel with the
arms and munitions need-
ed to roll back these
advances. This was a
destructive intervention.
If, instead, the US had
imposed a ceasefire in
place, both Egypt and
Syria might have reached
peace treaties with Israel
at that time.

Victor Galinsky and
Leonard Weiss wrote in
March 2025 in the
Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists about an
“extraordinary three-part
series on Israeli televi-

sion, ‘The Atom and Me,’
[which] lays out how the
country got its nuclear
weapons.” Effectively tor-
pedoing Israel’s policy of
ambiguity, the series
describes how the US
aided Israel in this effort.

“The United States’
indulgence of Israeli
nuclear weapons has not
escaped international
attention, and the evident
hypocrisy has undermined
US non-proliferation poli-
cy. The US government’s
public position continues
to be that it does not know
anything about Israeli
nuclear weapons, and this
will apparently continue
until Israel releases the
United States’ gag. This
policy is allegedly
enforced by a secret feder-
al bulletin that threatens
disciplinary actions for
any US official who pub-
licly acknowledges
Israel’s nuclear weapons.”
The writers exposed the
result of this policy: “The
existence of these
weapons may have started

as a deterrent against
another Holocaust but has
now morphed into an
instrument of an aggres-
sive and expansionist
Israel.”

This has been notably
true during the premier-
ship of Netanyahu — who
Galinsky and Weiss wrote
— bragged about nuclear
weapons in a 2016 speech
on the delivery of Israel’s
Rahav submarine which
was built by Germany.
“The Times of Israel,
using the standard
“according to foreign
reports,” described the
submarine as “capable of
delivering a nuclear pay-
load.” In his speech,
Netanyahu said, “Above
all else, our submarine
fleet acts as a deterrent to
our enemies... They need
to know that Israel can
attack, with great might,
anyone who tries to harm
it.” The writers asked,
“How else, other than
with nuclear weapons, can
a submarine be a deter-
rent?”

Israel maintains its policy of nuclear ambiguity
Michael Jansen

I
S it the start of
something bigger?
Or the beginning of

the end of the GOP
House majority?
President Donald
Trump’s triumph in
forcing his massive
agenda bill into law
before his July Fourth
deadline was the most
significant domestic tri-
umph of his two terms
in office.

And his show of domi-
nance in forcing
Republican holdouts to
back down has left GOP
leaders wanting more at a
time when his presidency
is gathering momentum
at home and abroad.

It was a holiday week-
end of celebration for the
Republican Party, though
shock over the unspeak-
able tragedy in Texas —
where flash floods
claimed many lives and
swept away young girls
at summer camp — kept
some of the heat out of
partisan clashes on

Sunday talk shows.
The GOP victory lap

imposed huge pressure
on Democrats to finally
step up with an effective
political strategy to take
on an increasingly domi-
nant president — and to
turn his achievement into
an anvil.

Party leaders will now
anchor their midterm
election strategy for next
year on their warning
that Trump’s law further
enriched his billionaire
friends and stuck work-
ing Americans with the
bill. 

“I cannot believe
Congress was willing to
pass this. I mean, it’s
awful,” Kentucky Gov.
Andy Beshear told
CNN’s Dana Bash on
“State of the Union” on
Sunday.

Beshear, who said he
was considering a run for
the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination in 2028,
warned the bill could end
Medicaid for 200,000
people in his common-
wealth alone and would
buckle state budgets.

Rep. Ro Khanna
pressed home the new
Democratic offensive

against the new law. 
“I just don’t think that

taking away the health
care with the Medicaid
cuts and food assistance
to give the tax breaks for
the very wealthy is going
to be good for working-
and middle-class
Americans,” the
California Democrat said
on “Fox News Sunday.”

But House Speaker
Mike Johnson doubled
down Sunday on a plan
to pass two more bills
packed with Trump prior-
ities using reconciliation
— the budgetary trick the
GOP used to ram through
the president’s tax cuts
along with huge boosts in
spending on border
enforcement, carbon
energy and defense.

And he predicted
Democrats would fail to
make Trump’s bill a
political loser for the
president. “Everyone will
have more take-home
pay, they’ll have more
jobs and opportunity, the

economy will be doing
better and we’ll be able
to point to that as the
obvious result of what we
did,” Johnson said on
Fox. 

Republicans deny the
Democrats’ claims about
the effect of cuts to
Medicaid, potentially the
most emotive and politi-
cally sensitive aspect of
the bill. 

Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said on
“State of the Union” that
new work requirements
for access to the program
would preserve its viabil-
ity and do nothing to hurt
the most vulnerable
Americans.

And despite multiple
independent assessments
that the new law is a gift
to the rich, Bessent high-
lighted its move to cut
taxes on tips for some
service workers for sev-
eral years as proof that
Trump had reoriented the
economy toward work-
ers. 

Bessent called his boss
the “most economically
sophisticated president
we have had in 100
years, maybe ever.”

But legislation of this

size and complexity,
which has left many
Americans unsure of
what is actually included,
always triggers a mes-
saging war. 

Republicans, for
instance, falsely present-
ed the Affordable Care
Act as a massive far-left
takeover of government
health care on the way to
winning back the House
in 2010. 

Democrats hope to
inflict similar punish-
ment on Trump.

When Americans were
suffering from rising gro-
cery prices and inflation,
Republicans were suc-
cessful in blaming for-
mer President Joe
Biden’s billions of dol-
lars in Covid-19 recovery
legislation for making
the situation worse.

Multiple polls show
Democrats may have an
opening. Trump’s new
law is massively unpopu-

lar with Americans
already — so a skillful
public campaign by
Democrats could play on
voter discontent by blam-
ing every future adverse
economic event on the
new law.

But the administration
carefully drew up the bill
to ensure that tax cuts
come into force quickly
while some of the most
controversial cuts in
spending on programs
such as Medicaid do not
take effect until after the
midterm elections, or
even until 2028. 

The strategy seemed
designed to spare GOP
candidates political heat
— but it also ensures the
new law will be at the
centerpiece of midterm
elections next year and
the 2028 presidential
race, when Trump is
term-limited.

The swift passage of
the bill — despite the
GOP’s tiny House major-
ity and internal suspicion
between Republicans in
the House and Senate —
was possible only
because of Trump’s
crushing control over his
party. It was not until

nearly Christmas of his
first term that his first
tax-cutting legislation
passed. 

This time, budget
hawks in the House
Freedom Caucus talked a
good game, but ended up
folding to the president’s
power when a vastly
changed bill returned
from the Senate. It was
the latest occasion when
the president’s experi-
ence during his first
White House spell helped
make him more effective
in his second.

Johnson, meanwhile,
led the fractious GOP
House conference with
skill that has not always
been obvious since he
rose from the back
benches to succeed for-
mer Speaker Kevin
McCarthy.

But many of Trump’s
top priorities — on bor-
der funding, tax cuts and
defense — were packed
into one big bill for a
good reason. Logic sug-

gested that a majority in
which the speaker can
lose only a handful of
votes could not bear mul-
tiple tests of fire.

The upside of such an
approach is that the bill
was so vital to Trump’s
authority and prestige
that it was harder for sig-
nificant numbers of
Republicans to oppose.

Johnson is now testing
the waters on pulling off
the same trick again.

“We had always
planned to do the first big
reconciliation bill,”
Johnson said on “Fox
News Sunday,” adding he
was eyeing two more
such efforts in the fall
and next spring. “Three
more reconciliation bills
before this Congress is
over.” If the Louisiana
Republican can deliver
that, he’d repay the faith
in millions of Republican
base voters.

But will divides in the
GOP conference Trump
papered over last week
be as easily suppressed
next time? Will budget
hawks who swallowed
their antipathy to widen-
ing the deficit fold for
Trump again in the

future?
It’s hard to believe that

vulnerable swing-state
Republicans will be more
open to politically
painful spending cuts
even closer to the next
election.

Trump’s wider eco-
nomic political fortunes
will therefore play a huge
role in how the new law
settles in the public’s
mind.

If the economy proves
resilient and his predic-
tions of soaring growth
materialize, it will be
harder for Democrats to
highlight the negative
aspects of his leadership.
But if inflation is rekin-
dled and jobs and eco-
nomic growth slow,
they’ll have an easier tar-
get.

This is one reason why
the coming days will be
vital to the president. The
deadline comes
Wednesday for foreign
nations to conclude trade
deals with the US or face
massive tariff hikes,
which were pulled back
amid global market pan-
ics in April.

Across-the-board tariff
increases could hammer
the economy and raise
prices for Americans who
sent a message in the
presidential election last
year that they were angry
about the cost of living.
But Trump is betting that
a three-legged strategy of
huge cuts in government
spending, increased rev-
enue in tariffs and huge
tax cuts will be an
unorthodox growth plan.

And Bessent appeared
to indicate on “State of
the Union” that Trump’s
latest trade deadline this
week is yet another bluff
that might spare the
economy the most
adverse impacts.

“President Trump’s
going to be sending let-
ters to some of our trad-
ing partners, saying that
‘If you don’t move things
along, then, on August 1,
you will boomerang back
to your April 2 tariff
level.’ So I think we’re
going to see a lot of deals
very quickly.”

That sounds a lot like
another extension to
another deadline for
trade deals that adminis-
tration officials once pre-
dicted would arrive in
huge numbers. 

Aside from a few
framework agreements
with nations including
Britain and Vietnam,
there have been no major
breakthroughs.

Unlike the mirages
and contradictions of
Trump’s constantly shift-
ing trade policy, howev-
er, the new agenda bill
represents a big concrete
bet. If rural hospitals are
shuttered because of
Medicaid cuts, if major
immigration spending
feeds a police state that
alienates moderate
Americans or if regular
workers struggle in
Trump’s new age of oli-
garchy, the GOP risks
paying the price in com-
ing elections.

But the president has a
record of convincing mil-
lions of people of his
own version of reality —
and Democrats have
rarely found a way to
counter him.

They have yet another
chance with the “One Big
Beautiful Bill.”

Democrats try to spoil Trump’s
victory party by slamming his

greatest domestic win
Stephen Collinson

Party leaders will now anchor their midterm election strategy for next year on their warning that Trump’s
law further enriched his billionaire friends and stuck working Americans with the bill. “I cannot believe

Congress was willing to pass this. I mean, it’s awful,” Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear told CNN’s Dana Bash
on “State of the Union” on Sunday. Beshear, who said he was considering a run for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination in 2028, warned the bill could end Medicaid for 200,000 people in his commonwealth alone
and would buckle state budgets. Rep. Ro Khanna pressed home the new Democratic offensive against the

new law.  “I just don’t think that taking away the health care with the Medicaid cuts and food assistance to
give the tax breaks for the very wealthy is going to be good for working- and middle-class Americans,” the
California Democrat said on “Fox News Sunday.” But House Speaker Mike Johnson doubled down Sunday

on a plan to pass two more bills packed with Trump priorities using reconciliation — the budgetary trick the
GOP used to ram through the president’s tax cuts along with huge boosts in spending on border enforce-
ment, carbon energy and defense. And he predicted Democrats would fail to make Trump’s bill a political
loser for the president. “Everyone will have more take-home pay, they’ll have more jobs and opportunity,
the economy will be doing better and we’ll be able to point to that as the obvious result of what we did,”

Johnson said on Fox.  Republicans deny the Democrats’ claims about the effect of cuts to Medicaid, poten-
tially the most emotive and politically sensitive aspect of the bill.  Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said on

“State of the Union” that new work requirements for access to the program would preserve its viability and
do nothing to hurt the most vulnerable Americans. And despite multiple independent assessments that the
new law is a gift to the rich, Bessent highlighted its move to cut taxes on tips for some service workers for

several years as proof that Trump had reoriented the economy toward workers.  Bessent called his boss the
“most economically sophisticated president we have had in 100 years, maybe ever.” But legislation of this
size and complexity, which has left many Americans unsure of what is actually included, always triggers a
messaging war.  Republicans, for instance, falsely presented the Affordable Care Act as a massive far-left
takeover of government health care on the way to winning back the House in 2010.  Democrats hope to

inflict similar punishment on Trump. When Americans were suffering from rising grocery prices and infla-
tion, Republicans were successful in blaming former President Joe Biden’s billions of dollars in Covid-19
recovery legislation for making the situation worse. Multiple polls show Democrats may have an opening.

Trump’s new law is massively unpopular with Americans already — so a skillful public campaign by
Democrats could play on voter discontent by blaming every future adverse economic event on the new law.
But the administration carefully drew up the bill to ensure that tax cuts come into force quickly while some
of the most controversial cuts in spending on programs such as Medicaid do not take effect until after the

midterm elections, or even until 2028.  The strategy seemed designed to spare GOP candidates political heat
— but it also ensures the new law will be at the centerpiece of midterm elections next year and the 2028

presidential race, when Trump is term-limited. The swift passage of the bill — despite the GOP’s tiny House
majority and internal suspicion between Republicans in the House and Senate — was possible only because
of Trump’s crushing control over his party. It was not until nearly Christmas of his first term that his first
tax-cutting legislation passed.  This time, budget hawks in the House Freedom Caucus talked a good game,

but ended up folding to the president’s power when a vastly changed bill returned from the Senate. 
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ISLAMABAD: Atif Ikram
Sheikh, President of the
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI),
along with Aun Ali Syed,
Vice President FPCCI
(Khyber Pakhtunkhwa),
has extended his sincere
gratitude and deep appreci-
ation to the Honorable
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Mian Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, for his bold and for-
ward-looking decision to

approve the alignment of
FPCCI’s election cycle
with that of its affiliated
trade bodies and associa-
tions across the country.

The FPCCI leadership
also earnestly acknowl-
edges the invaluable sup-
port of the Federal Minister
for Commerce, the Federal
Minister for Law and
Justice, and Mr. Rana
Tanveer Hussain for their
active roles in advancing
this long-standing and
important institutional
request. Their support has
been instrumental in
enabling the Federal
Cabinet’s approval of this
much-needed reform.

This landmark step by
the Government of Pakistan
comes in response to the
unanimous call of FPCCI’s
Executive Committee, and
demonstrates a clear com-
mitment to enhancing insti-
tutional efficiency, stability,
and alignment within the
country’s trade and com-
merce architecture.

As per the new arrange-
ment, the current office
bearers of FPCCI will con-
tinue to serve until
December 2026, allowing
the organization to imple-
ment its long-term vision
and policy agenda without
unnecessary disruption. 

The alignment of elec-
tion schedules will ensure
better coordination among
trade bodies, improved
institutional governance,
and more effective national
and international represen-
tation of Pakistan’s busi-
ness community.

Atif Ikram Sheikh
remarked: “This is a mile-
stone for FPCCI and a clear
signal that the government
values institutional stability
and the role of the private
sector in national economic
development. By synchro-
nizing our election cycle
with our member bodies,
we can now move forward
with confidence and unity
of purpose.”

Aun Ali Syed added:

“We view this as a turning
point in how trade bodies
are managed and represent-
ed across Pakistan. This
continuity will not only
improve internal efficiency,
but also strengthen our
voice in policymaking and
public-private partnerships
at both federal and provin-
cial levels.”

The FPCCI leadership
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to promoting Paki-
stan’s economic growth,
enhancing regional trade
integration, facilitating
investment, and addressing
the challenges faced by the
business community
through effective dialogue
and collaboration with gov-
ernment stakeholders.

This decision is seen as a
reflection of the Prime Mi-
nister’s deep understanding
of the importance of emp-
owering apex trade institu-
tions and ensuring that their
mandates are aligned with
the evolving needs of the
national economy.

F.P. Report

KARACHI: The Governor
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) Jameel Ahmad on
Monday said that the econ-
omy of the country endured
challenges in the past few
years but now we are out of
the difficult period. 

While addressing the
launching ceremony of
Women Entrepreneurs
Finance Code organized by
the SBP and Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
at a local hotel here, he said
we must ensure economic
stability in the country.

The SBP Governor said
that the economic growth is
moving forward and it is
crucial not to repeat mis-
takes of the past. 

Jameel Ahmad said that
both SBP and the govern-
ment remain steadfast in
their approach to transition-
ing from recently hard-
earned economic stability
to a medium term econom-
ic transformation. 

This resolve is reflected
in our prudent and cautious
monetary policy stance,
fundamentals aligned
exchange rate, and ongoing
fiscal consolidation and
improving debt dynamics,
he said adding that the
approach is helping us
ensure overall macroeco-
nomic stability, building
fiscal and external buffers

and supporting sustainable
economic growth. 

Ahmad said that with the
focus now increasingly
shifting towards structural
reforms, he believes that
this time is indeed different
for Pakistan’s economy due
to the average headline
inflation has declined to 4.5
percent in FY25 the lowest
level in the last nine years
and with prudent and coor-
dinated mix of monetary
and fiscal policies, inflation
will stabilize within its tar-
get range of 5 – 7 percent. 

He said that the foreign
exchange market remains
stable driven by external
account outperformance
and a high-quality buildup
of foreign exchange reserve
buffers. SBP’s foreing
exhcnage reserves are now
almost five times higher
than the low levels at the
start of 2023. 

The current account bal-
ance is projected to remain
supportive driven by robust
remittances and resilient
exports despite rapid
growth in both the value
and volume of imports in
line with ongoing economic
recovery. 

He said that the SBP is
fully committed to under-
take structural reforms and
lay the foundation for sus-
tainable and inclusive eco-
nomic growth. 

Ahmed said that Fiscal

policy has proactively sup-
ported monetary tightening,
as reflected in the second
consecutive primary sur-
plus in fiscal year 25. Both
tax and non-tax revenues
have shown sizable growth,
while overall expenditures
have remained relatively
contained. 

The government is tar-
geting a higher primary sur-
plus for fiscal year 2026.
Economic growth is show-
ing signs of gradual, con-
sistent, and sustainable
recovery. 

He said that unlike the
previous episodes of boom-
bust cycles, the current pol-
icy mix remains conducive
to a lasting increase in eco-
nomic activity rather than a
short-sighted, fragile, and
populist ‘sugar rush’.

The SBP Governor said
that economic growth holds
little meaning unless it is
both sustainable and inclu-
sive. He emphasized that
women entrepreneurs are a
powerful engine for eco-
nomic growth and social
progress. He said that sup-
porting WMSMEs aligns
closely with SBP’s vision
to foster a stable and inclu-
sive financial ecosystem
conducive to broad-based
and inclusive growth. 

The Governor also
appreciated ADB’s com-
mitment to support women
financial inclusion in

Pakistan and reflected on
ADB’s role in supporting
SBP in the adoption and
implementation of the Code
in Pakistan. 

The Deputy Governor
SBP Saleemullah said that
SBP has introduced several
initiatives to promote wo-
men financial inclusion,
namely the National Fina-
ncial Inclusion Strategy
(NFIS) and the landmark
Banking on Equality Policy
(BOE) to embed gender lens
in the banks policies, prod-
ucts and roll out strategies. 

On this occasion, Senior
Director Finance ADB
Christine Engstrom and
Head of WE Finance
Initiative at World Bank
Wendy Teleki expressed
pleasure on having SBP
join the Code as a global
signatory. 

The launch event also
featured two panel discus-
sions bringing together pol-
icymakers, financial sector
leaders, entrepreneurs, and
civil society representatives
to discuss challenges, share
success stories, and explore
collaborative strategies for
advancing women’s entre-
preneurship in the country. 

Earlier, the event fea-
tured national and interna-
tional dignitaries that exp-
ressed solidarity on the
important cause of wom-
en’s economic empower-
ment in Pakistan.

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (LCCI) President
Mian Abuzar Shad has
lauded Punjab Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Dr.
Usman Anwar, for initiat-
ing the process of obtaining
dual nationality certificates
from police personnel.

He termed the step a sig-
nificant move in the nation-
al interest and urged the
government to extend this
practice across all govern-
ment departments and
require formal affidavits
regarding dual citizenship
from public servants.

Mian Abuzar Shad, in a
media statement issued
here Monday, said that
holding dual nationality
while serving in key and
sensitive positions in gov-
ernment not only under-

mines public trust but also
poses serious threats to
national security and trans-
parent governance. 

He said that all officials
serving in the bureaucracy,
semi-government organi-
zations, public sector com-
panies and other state insti-
tutions be required to sub-
mit verified certificates of
their citizenship status and
that a clear and compre-
hensive policy be devel-
oped in this regard.

The LCCI President
pointed out that officers
with dual nationality often
have the privilege of leav-
ing the country in times of
crisis, which reflects a
weak institutional commit-
ment and raises concerns
about divided loyalties. 

Assigning such individ-
uals to sensitive positions

could be a dangerous move
and must be addressed
proactively.

He added that the deci-
sion by the IG Punjab will
not only promote trans-
parency but also help
restore institutional confi-
dence across the country. 

He urged the govern-
ment to expand this initia-
tive beyond the police
department and imple-
ment it across all public
institutions without
exception.

Mian Abuzar Shad said
that the Lahore Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
stands for institutional
integrity, transparency and
national interest and will
support all positive initia-
tives aimed at strengthen-
ing governance and
accountability in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Pakistan Stock Exchange’s
(PSX) benchmark KSE-
100 Index witnessed bull-
ish trend on Monday, gain-
ing 1,421.08 points, a posi-
tive change of 1.08 percent,
closing at 133,370.15
points against 131,949.07
points last trading day.

A total of 919,907,440
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
733,079,943 shares the pre-
vious trading day, whereas
the price of shares stood at
Rs 45.311 billion against
Rs 34.924 billion on the
last trading day. 

As many as 479 compa-
nies transacted their shares
in the stock market, 299 of
them recorded gains and
155 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
25 companies remained
unchanged. 

The three top trading
companies were Image
Pakistan with 48,084,641
shares at Rs 36.32 per
share, Bank of Punjab with
42,510,708 shares at Rs
11.87 per share and
WorldCall Telecom with
36,920,603 shares at Rs
1.55 per share.

Hoechst Pakistan
Limited witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs158.11
per share closing at Rs
3,526.13 whereas runner-
up was Lucky Core

Industries Limited with
Rs158.05 rise in its share
price to close at
Rs1,738.51.

PIA Holding Company
LimitedB witnessed a max-
imum decrease of Rs
1,882.55 per share price,
closing at Rs 21,787.59,
whereas the runner-up was
Unilever Pakistan Foods
Limited with Rs 247.84
decline in its per share price
to Rs 23,399.15.

Rupee loses 25 paisa
against US Dollar

The Rupee on Monday
depreciated by 25 paisa
against the US Dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 284.21 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 283.96.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs 285.5 and Rs 286.65
respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by Rs 1.57 to
close at Rs 333.81 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
335.38, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese yen depre-
ciated by 01 paisa and was
traded at Rs1.95 against
Rs.1.96, whereas a
decrease of Rs 1.36 was
witnessed in the exchange

rate of the British Pound,
which was traded at Rs
386.65 as compared to the
last day’s closing of Rs
388.01.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal increased
by 06 paisa and 07 paisa to
close at Rs 77.37 and Rs
75.78 respectively.

Gold rates dip by
Rs2,500 to Rs353,000 per
tola

The price of 24 karat per
tola gold decreased by
Rs.2,500 and was traded at
Rs.353,000 on Monday as
compared to its sale at Rs.
355,500 on the last trading
day, All Pakistan Sarafa
Gems and Jewelers
Association reported. 

The prices of 10 grams
of 24 karat also decreased
by Rs2,143 to Rs.302,640
from Rs. 304,783 and for
10 grams of 22 Karat it
went down by Rs.1,964 to
Rs.277,430 from Rs.
279,394

The rates of per tola and
ten gram silver decreased
by Rs.30 and Rs.25 to
Rs.3,841 and Rs.3,293
respectively.

The price of gold in the
international market
decreased by $25 to $3,310
from $3,335, whereas that
of silver declined by $0.30
to $36.57, the Association
reported.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
12th Board Meeting of the
Trade Development Auth-
ority of Pakistan (TDAP)
was, in Islamabad, under
the chairmanship of the
Federal Minister for Com-
merce, Jam Kamal Khan. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior government
officials and members of
the TDAP Board, said the
release issued here on
Monday. 

During the session, the
Board reviewed and
approved several strategic
initiatives aimed at enhanc-
ing Pakistan’s export com-
petitiveness and improving
trade facilitation. 

Key approvals included
the Annual Business Plan
for the Financial Year
2025–26, Participation in
over a hundred and twenty
international exhibitions,
Made in Pakistan Exhibit-
ions in Ethiopia and
Bangladesh, National

Exhibitions, Seminars on
export promotion, and
National Export Training
programs across Pakistan. 

As part of its efforts to
strengthen regional trade
infrastructure, the Board
approved the establishment
of display centers, confer-
ence rooms, and IT acceler-
ators at TDAP’s regional
offices in Quetta and
Sialkot, with dedicated
facilities for sports goods
and surgical instruments in
Sialkot. 

The Board also endorsed
measures to promote gre-
ater participation of women
entrepreneurs in interna-
tional trade exhibitions.

The Minister for Comm-
erce stressed the impor-
tance of shifting Pakistan’s
export focus toward emerg-
ing international markets
instead of relying solely on
traditional destinations. 

This approach would
help diversify export aven-

ues and reduce dependency
on limited regions.

The Minister for Com-
merce also proposed the
induction of dedicated
researchers within TDAP to
conduct sector-specific
studies and provide data-
driven insights. This, he
said, would strengthen the
authority’s planning and
policy support capabilities.

While acknowledging
the need for improvements,
the Minister for Commerce
appreciated the ongoing
efforts to restructure TDAP
and transform it into a more
export-oriented institution,
aligned with the dynamic
needs of global trade.

The meeting concluded
with the approval of
enhanced promotional sup-
port for Pakistan’s trade
missions abroad and the
endorsement of key recom-
mendations put forward by
the Sub-Committees of the
TDAP Board.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Pakistan stands at a cross-
roads and with right policy
support exporters can gen-
erate growth, employment
and economic stability, said
Chairman Pakistan Textile
Exporters Association
Sohail Pasha. 

During a meeting, he
expressed some apprehen-
sions on budget proposals
and appealed the govern-
ment to immediately
address budget anomalies
as continued inaction could
disrupt exports and weaken
exporters’ confidence.

He said that Pakistan’s
value-added textile sector
contributes over $9 billion
to national exports annual-
ly, supports millions of
livelihoods, and remains a
key pillar of the country’s
economic stability. 

Yet, this sector is cur-
rently facing severe set-
backs due to taxation meas-
ures introduced in the
Finance Act 2024, which

replaced the simplified
Final Tax Regime (FTR)
with the more burdensome
Normal Tax Regime
(NTR). 

He said that export pro-
ceeds are subjected to
deduction of 1% Advance
tax under section 154 as
minimum tax. 

Simultaneously an
advance tax @1% has been
levied through insertion of
sub-section (6C) in section
147; however contrary to
these local supplies are
liable to payment of 1%
advance tax. The treatment
meted out to the exporters
is discriminatory and
against the principles of
equity and natural justice,
he lamented. 

He said that the Export
Facilitation Scheme (EFS)
was introduced to simplify
export procedures, reduce
liquidity pressure, and pro-
mote digital traceability.

He demanded restoration
of the original EFS frame-

work which allowed zero-
rated invoicing on local
purchases and exempted
key raw materials such as
cotton yarn from sales tax
at the import stage. 

He said that Pakistan’s
regional competitors like
Bangladesh and Vietnam
continue to provide tax-free
access to raw materials for
their export industries, giv-
ing them a clear advantage
in global markets.

He said that around
Rs.36 billion are pending
for payment under textile
policy incentives and if
these amounts are released,
the exporters can deploy
the capital towards expand-
ing their businesses, which
in turn will help Pakistan’s
export earnings grow. 

The government should
reconsider the budgetary
measures and restore the
confidence of exporters by
addressing the anomalies to
achieve the desired targets,
he demanded.

F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: Oil and Gas
Development Company
Limited (OGDCL) has suc-
cessfully enhanced produc-
tion at its Rajian well -05 in
Chakwal district by
installing an Electrical Su-
bmersible Pump (ESP), res-
ulting in a significant incr-
ease in oil and gas output.
Following a planned work-
over and ESP deployment,
production from Rajian-05
has increased to 3,100 bar-
rels of oil per day (BPD) and
1.0 million standard cubic

feet per day (MMSCFD) of
gas. Prior to this interven-
tion, the well was producing
820 BPD of oil and 0.5
MMSCFD of gas.

Rajian Field, located in
Chakwal district of Punjab
and held under the Gujar
Khan Exploration License,
is a 100% OGDCL-owned
and operated asset. Discov-
ered in August 1994, the
field remains a key compo-
nent of the Company’s pro-
duction portfolio. Two
other wells in the field have
previously been completed
with ESPs. The Rajian

well-05 success further val-
idates OGDCL’s strategy of
maximizing the potential of
existing fields through tar-
geted, data-driven redevel-
opment. 

The success reinforces
the company’s continued
focus on domestic energy
resource optimization in
support of long-term sus-
tainability and national
energy security. While
Artificial Lift Systems
(ALS) have traditionally
been applied to shut-in or
low-producing wells,
OGDCL is now selectively

extending their use to natu-
rally flowing wells, where
technical and economic
assessments indicate clear
benefits. 

This approach aligns
with international best
practices and supports the
company’s broader objec-
tives of enhancing recovery
and improving production
efficiency across its asset
portfolio. 

OGDCL is committed to
leveraging advanced tech-
nologies and field manage-
ment strategies to strength-
en Pakistan’s energy future.
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ISLAMABAD: Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan chairing 12th TDAP Board Meeting.

CDNS
achieved
net target

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
has accomplished a net tar-
get of Rs 255 at the end of
fiscal year, from July 1 to
June 30, 2024-25.

The senior official of
CDNS told APP on
Monday that the CDNS has
achieved the net annual tar-
get of Rs 106 billion for the
current Fiscal Year, 2024-
25, which will promote the
country’s saving culture.

Similarly, the CDNS has
set a target of Rs140 billion
in investments in Islamic
finance for the Current
Fiscal Year, which will lead
to the growth of the Islamic
economy in the country.

National Savings has set
an annual target of Rs1.7
trillion for the year 2023-
24; it is encouraging that
this year, “We surpassed
the 100 per cent of the
annual target.”

The CDNS surpassed
the annual target and
achieved the target of Rs
1.6 trillion in fresh bonds in
the previous fiscal year
2022-23, he said.

He said it was an Rs 200
billion additional annual
target than the target of Rs
1300 billion for the previ-
ous financial year 2021-22.

The CDNS has set a
revised saving target of
Rs 1.4 trillion for the
financial year (2021-22),
which will promote a sav-
ings culture in the coun-
try, he said, adding that
given the current market
trend in the country, the
ambitious target had been
set to further improve the
savings culture.

The official said that
work was being done on
institutional reforms in
CDNS and new reforms
and innovations were being
introduced.

At this time, Automated
Teller Machine (ATM) has
also been introduced in
CDNS, which will provide
enough facilities to the
users,” he added.

The official said that the
directorate had set a target
of Rs 75 billion for the new
financial year 2023-24 for
Islamic finance bonds.

ICCI to 
continue help
for business

reforms
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Nasir Mansoor Qureshi,
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) said that
ICCI to continue push for
business reforms and Small
and Medium Enterprises
Growth (SME) growth.

The said that “We will
continue its robust policy
engagements with the gov-
ernment to address key
challenges facing the busi-
ness community, including
high taxation, rising energy
costs, regulatory bottle-
necks, and the urgent need
for structural reforms to
support local industries and
Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs)” the
president said.

This was stated by Nasir
Mansoor Qureshi, Pres-
ident of ICCI, during his
interactions with various
business delegations at the
Chamber House here on
Friday.

He noted that small and
medium enterprises
(SMEs) form the backbone
of Pakistan’s economy and
must be prioritized through
targeted policy support,
access to finance, simpli-
fied regulations, and skill
development initiatives. 

He called for inclusive
dialogue between public
and private stakeholders to
create an ecosystem that
nurtures entrepreneurship
and industrial growth.

Shipping
activity at PQ
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
three ships, Hanyu Freesia,
EVA Gold and Atlantic
Sakura carrying Chemicals,
Palm oil and Canola Seeds,
berthed at Marginal Wharf-
1, Liquid Cargo Terminal
and Grain Terminal respec-
tively on Sunday.
Meanwhile three more
ships, AN-61, SC Citrine
and Al-Jassasiya with LPG,
Chemicals and LNG also
arrive at outer anchorage
during last 24 hours.

A total of eight ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them three
ships, Chemroad Rose,
America Graeca and Swan
expected to sail.

Cargo volume of 49,342
tonnes, comprising 49,021
tonnes imports cargo and
321 export cargo was han-
dled at the port during last
24 hours.

There are fourteen ships
at Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them three
ships, Anna-M, AN-61 and
Al-Jassasiya and four more
ships, Eleni-t, MSC
Mediterranean, MSC
Nerissa-V and CMA CGM
Zanzibar carrying Coal,
LPG, LNG and Container
are expected to take berths
at MW-4, EVTL, EETL
and QICT respectively
today (Tuesday). 

Pakistan’s economy now
out of difficult period

Successful ESP installation:

OGDCL boosts oil, gas production
at Rajian-05 Well in Chakwal

Approving election cycle realignment:

FPCCI expresses profound
gratitude to PM and Cabinet

Anizar demands dual
nationality declarations

TDAP board’s 
12th meeting held
— approves strategic export initiatives

PSX witnesses bullish trend,
gains 1,421 more points

‘Exporters can generate
growth, employment’
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Haris Rauf
gets injured

LAHORE (Monitoring
Desk): Pakistan’s fast
bowler Haris Rauf will
not be able to play the
remaining matches of
the Major Cricket
League after receiving
a grade-I hamstring
injury. His team, San
Francisco Unicorns,
has confirmed that the
player has become
unfit and will miss the
remaining matches.
On the other hand,
New Zealand player
Benjamin Lister has
immediately been
included in the squad.
There is no chance that
Haris, who is the lead-
ing wicket-taker in the
tournament, will be
available for the
Pakistan cricket team
in the near future.  At
least, he will not be
playing the series
against Bangladesh.

Hatton announces
comeback

DUBAI (Agencies):
Former multiple world
champion Ricky
Hatton has announced
his return to boxing.
Manchester's Hatton,
who turns 47 in
October, will fight the
United Arab Emirates'
Eisa Al Dah in a mid-
dleweight bout on 2
December in Dubai.
Organisers say the con-
test will be a profes-
sional bout but it is
unclear if it will be
fully sanctioned or if it
will have conditions
like Mike Tyson v Jake
Paul, where there were
shorter rounds and a
limit on number of
rounds. Hatton fought
Marco Antonio Barrera
in an exhibition in
2022. His previous pro-
fessional bout was a
loss to Vyacheslav
Senchenko in 2012.
The fight was
announced during a
show promoted by Al
Dah in Dubai on
Sunday, with Hatton
confirming his return
via livestream. Hatton,
who won world titles at
welterweight and light-
welterweight, revealed
he should have been in
Dubai but could not
attend after accidental-
ly injuring his eye with
his sunglasses. "I wish
I was there but I had a
little bad injury on my
eye. The main thing is
the fight will take place
and I can't wait, I'm
really looking forward
to it," said Hatton. "It's
just one of them freak-
ish things, I caught one
of my sunglasses in my
eyes and I'm very for-
tunate it's not done any
permanent damage. It's
just scraped the sur-
face, so fingers crossed
we're good to go."

ICC appoints Indian
broadcaster as CEO
NEW DELHI
(Agencies): After Jay
Shah, who is the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) chair-
man, another Indian has
been appointed to an
important position in
the ICC. The
International Cricket
Council on Monday
named Sanjog Gupta as
its new chief executive
officer, a senior official
at India's key broadcast-
er of the game. Gupta,
the ICC's seventh CEO,
succeeds Geoff
Allardice, who resigned
from the post in January
after four years in
office. Gupta was
broadcaster JioStar's
chief executive for
sports and live experi-
ences. ICC chairman
Jay Shah said Gupta
"brings extensive expe-
rience in sports strategy
and commercialisation,
which will be invalu-
able for the ICC". The
role attracted more than
2,500 applications from
candidates across 25
countries, the ICC said.
"These are exciting
times for the sport as
marquee events grow in
stature, commercial
avenues widen and
opportunities such as
the women’s game
scale in popularity,"
Gupta said in a state-
ment. "Cricket's inclu-
sion in the Los Angeles
2028 Olympic Games
and the rapid accelera-
tion of technology
deployment/adoption
could act as force-
multipliers for the
cricket movement
around the world."
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Wiaan Mulder became the second fastest triple centurion in Test cricket.

ZIMBABWE (AFP): South
African captain Wiaan
Mulder said respect for
Brian Lara convinced him
to declare 33 runs short of
the former West Indies star's
world Test record, against
Zimbabwe at Queens Sports
Club on Monday.

Mulder hammered an
unbeaten 367 –- a South
African record and the fifth
highest score in Test cricket
–- before declaring at lunch
on the second day of the sec-
ond Test. South Africa's total
of 626 for five proved way
beyond Zimbabwe's reach.
They were bowled out for
170 and were 51 for one in
their second innings after
being forced to follow on.

"Brian Lara is a legend.
He got 401 or whatever it
was (it was 400) against
England. For someone of
that stature to keep the
record is pretty special,"
Mulder said at the close.

"I think if I get the
chance again I would do the
same again." Mulder spoke
to South African coach
Shukri Conrad who agreed
with his decision. "He said
to me as well, let the legend
keep the record. I never
know what my fate will be
but letting Brian Lara keep
the record is the way it
should be." Mulder took
two wickets and held a
catch at slip as Zimbabwe
crumbled in reply.

Sean Williams, who was
only allowed to bat after
five wickets had fallen
because of time spent off
the field because of illness,
slammed 83 not out off 55
balls in Zimbabwe's only
innings of substance.

Resuming on 264 not
out, Mulder became the
second South African triple
centurion, reaching the
mark off 297 balls -– the
second-fastest behind
India's Virender Sehwag,
who took 278 deliveries
against South Africa in
Chennai in 2007/08.

Mulder went past the
previous highest South
African individual score of
311 not out by Hashim
Amla against England at
The Oval in London in
2012 with successive
boundaries off fast bowler
Blessing Muzarabani.

Mulder faced 334 balls
and hit 49 fours and four
sixes off an increasingly
dispirited and largely tooth-
less Zimbabwe bowling
attack. "I've never even
dreamed of getting a double
hundred, let alone a triple
hundred," said Mulder.
"When I started playing for
South Africa I was nowhere
near good enough but it
gave me the opportunity to
learn from great players."

'Keeping myself natural'
Mulder said playing

English county cricket for

Leicestershire as well as bat-
ting in domestic cricket on the
notoriously tricky Wanderers
pitch in Johannesburg had
helped him hone his game.

"Going to England gave
me a chance to understand
what kind of batter I want-
ed to be and to figure out
some technical things."

He also said current
Zimbabwe coach Justin
Sammons had played a big
role while he was coaching
in South Africa, particular-
ly in playing the short ball.

Like former England
captain Mike Brearley,
Mulder said he sung to
himself between balls,
"keeping myself natural,
keeping myself present."

Whereas Brearley
hummed classical music,
Mulder said Afrikaans
music helped him reach his
first Test century in
Bangladesh last year, while
in Bulawayo he opted for
Zombie by the Cranberries.

Zombie was sung by
Irish rugby supporters at the
2023 Rugby World Cup and
adapted by South African
rugby fans after the
Springboks won the World
Cup in a homage to coach
Rassie Erasmus and was
used for Conrad at the
World Test Championship
final won by South Africa
against Australia last month.
"It was sung at Lord's to
Shuks," said Mulder.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has announced
the domestic cricket calendar for the
2025-26 season, with an emphasis on
increased competitiveness, highlight-
ed by an eight-team Quaid-e-Azam
Trophy (first-class) tournament.

The domestic season will com-
mence on 15 August with the 12-team
Hanif Mohammad Trophy (non-first-
class) being staged in Karachi,
Multan, Bahawalpur and Rahim Yar
Khan, said a press release on Monday.

The teams are divided into two
pools, with 31 matches scheduled in
the four-day tournament. The top two
sides will qualify for this season’s
premier first-class competition –
Quaid-e-Azam Trophy.

The 12 regional sides participating
in the Hanif Mohammad Trophy are
the same teams that competed in last
season’s Quaid-e-Azam Trophy.
Based on last season’s standings, these
are: Faisalabad, Rawalpindi, FATA,
Lahore Region Blues, Hyderabad,
Karachi Region Blues, Karachi
Region Whites, Multan, Quetta, D.M
Jamali, AJK and Larkana.

The Quaid-e-Azam Trophy will fea-
ture Lahore Region Whites, Sialkot,
Peshawar, Islamabad, Abbottabad,
Bahawalpur and the two qualifying
teams. The tournament is set to begin
on September 22 and will comprise 29
matches in a single-league format,
with the final scheduled from
November 3 to 7. Matches will be
held at four venues across Islamabad
and Rawalpindi, with further details
to be announced in due course.

To further enhance competitive-
ness, a qualifying stage has also been

introduced for the National T20. 10
teams – Abbottabad, Multan, Quetta,
Bahawalpur, Rawalpindi, Hyderabad,
FATA, Larkana, D.M. Jamali, and AJK
will compete in the qualifier round.
These teams will be divided into two
pools, with the top two sides progress-
ing to the National T20 (Super 10)
tournament, which will be held in
Faisalabad from March 1 to 12.

The eight teams automatically quali-
fied for the Super 10 stage are: Karachi
Region Whites, Lahore Region Whites,
Peshawar, Karachi Region Blues,
Sialkot, Islamabad and Faisalabad.

Four departmental tournaments –
President’s Trophy (four-day, first-
class), President’s Cup (One-Day),
President’s Trophy Grade II and
President’s Trophy Grade III will also
feature in this domestic season.

PCB Chief Operating Officer
Sumair Ahmed Syed said, “We are
pleased to unveil a domestic structure
that places merit, opportunity and
competitiveness at its core. The 2025-
26 season has been designed to pro-
vide a clear pathway for teams and
players to progress based on perform-
ance, not reputation. “Introducing a
qualifier for both the Quaid-e-Azam
Trophy and the National T20 ensures
that every match in our domestic cal-
endar carries significant weight. This
not only raises the standard of com-
petition but also fosters a high-per-
formance culture across all formats.

“The Quaid-e-Azam Trophy will
now feature the most in-form and
deserving teams, while the Hanif
Mohammad Trophy gives 12 regions a
meaningful chance to stake their claim.
Similarly, the Super 10 format of the

National T20 is a step towards creating
more high-intensity, quality cricket.

“Our aim is to reward performance
and create a vibrant environment
where players and teams are con-
stantly challenged. This structure lays
the foundation for a long-term growth
and helps us prepare future stars for
the demands of international cricket.”

Director – Domestic Cricket
Operations Abdullah Khurram Niazi
said, “The 2025-26 domestic season
reflects our commitment to building a
competitive and inclusive structure
that nurtures talent at every level,
from grassroots to senior cricket. By
aligning our tournaments across age-
group and senior formats, we are cre-
ating a clear development pathway
for young cricketers.

“We have placed equal emphasis
on both regional and departmental
cricket. The inclusion of a first-
class and a one-day tournament
exclusively for departments, along
with Grade II and Grade III depart-
mental competitions, ensures
departments remain a vital pillar of
our domestic cricket system.

“We are looking forward to U15,
U17 and U19 age-group tourna-
ments this season. These competi-
tions will serve as vital stepping
stones for young talent, helping us
identify and groom future national
stars early in their careers.

“Also, the top performers of the
Hanif Mohammad Trophy will not
only be recognised as guest players by
the top regions in the Quaid-e-Azam
Trophy, but they will also be consid-
ered for domestic contracts, a move
aimed at incentivising excellence.”

LONDON (AFP): Novak
Djokovic survived a scare
to reach the Wimbledon
quarter-finals with a tense
four-set victory over Alex
de Minaur on Monday, stay-
ing on course for a block-
buster clash with world
number one Jannik Sinner.

Seven-time champion
Djokovic endured a night-
mare start to his last-16
match against the
Australian 11th seed on
Centre Court, but eventu-
ally battled back to win 1-
6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-4.

Fresh from his 100th
win at Wimbledon on
Saturday -- making him
the third player to achieve
that feat after Martina
Navratilova and Roger
Federer -- Djokovic
reached his 16th quarter-
final at the tournament.

Aged 38, Djokovic is
aiming to win a record
25th major title, breaking a
tie with the long-retired
Margaret Court, and a
record-equalling eighth
men's crown at the All
England Club.

That would make him
the oldest Grand Slam sin-
gles champion in the Open
era. "It wasn't a great start
for me, it was a great start
for Alex de Minaur obvi-
ously. I kind of reset
myself in the second set,"
Djokovic said.

"I was very pleased to

hang in tough in the right
moments and win this
one." Sixth-seeded
Djokovic's 101st victory at
Wimbledon came under
the gaze of Federer, who
was sitting in the front row
of the royal box alongside
his wife Mirka.

"It's probably the first
time he's watching me and
I've won the match," said
Djokovic. "The last couple
I lost, so good to break the
curse. "No, it's great, obvi-
ously, great to have Roger,
a huge champion and
someone that I admired
and respected a lot.

"We shared the stage for
so many years, and it's
great to have him back."

Sinner in the groove
In the last eight,

Djokovic faces Italian
22nd seed Flavio Cobolli,

who defeated former
Wimbledon runner-up
Marin Cilic 6-4, 6-4, 6-7
(4/7), 7-6 (7/3).

The 23-year-old will be
playing in his Grand Slam
quarter-final having never
advanced past the third
round in his seven previ-
ous appearances at the
majors. While defending
champion Carlos Alcaraz
is yet to consistently find
his top form at the tourna-
ment, Sinner has been
dominant on the grass.

The three-time Grand
Slam champion, who takes
on Bulgarian 19th seed
Grigor Dmitrov on
Monday, is looking to
reach his maiden
Wimbledon final.

He has dropped just 17
games in his first three
matches, equalling Jan

Kodes' 1972 record for the
lowest number of games
lost on route to the
Wimbledon last 16.

Iga Swiatek, a five-time
major winner, has never
reached a Wimbledon final
but the Pole is in a strong
position in the second
week of the tournament
after the exit of so many of
the top seeds.

Although Swiatek, who
plays Danish 23rd seed
Clara Tauson in the last 16,
has reached only one All
England Club quarter-
final, she made the Bad
Homburg final on grass
recently and also won the
Wimbledon junior title.

Russian seventh seed
Mirra Andreeva, who is
just 18 years old, can reach
the Wimbledon quarters
for the first time if she
defeats American 10th
seed Emma Navarro, who
ended Barbora
Krejcikova's reign as
champion on Saturday.

Former Olympic cham-
pion Belinda Bencic
reached her maiden
Wimbledon quarter-final --
and first at any Grand
Slam since 2021 -- with a
7-6 (7/4), 6-4 victory
against Russian world
number 17 Ekaterina
Alexandrova. Russia's
Liudmila Samsonova
defeated Spain's Jessica
Bouzas Maneiro 7-5, 7-5.

Respect for Lara
stops Mulder short of

world Test record

Djokovic survives scare
to reach Wimbledon 

quarters, Sinner in action

England have
'got to' pick
Archer, says

Anderson
LONDON (Agencies):
England have "got to" play
Jofra Archer in the third
Test against India at Lord's,
says James Anderson.

The pace bowler is in
line to play his first Test for
more than four years after a
string of injuries. The 30-
year-old's route back to fit-
ness has been almost exclu-
sively in white-ball cricket.

He made his red-ball
comeback for Sussex against
Durham in the County
Championship two weeks
ago, bowling 18 overs.
Anderson, England's all-time
leading wicket-taker, told the
Tailenders podcast: "You
could keep trying to build his
overs up and play him later
in the series, but it could be
too late by then."

Anderson was part of the
England team when Archer
last played a Test, against
India in Ahmedabad in
2021. The 42-year-old has
since retired from Test
cricket and spent time on
the England coaching staff
as a fast-bowling consult-
ant. Archer returned to the
England squad for the
second Test at Edgbaston,
which India won by 336
runs to level the series at
1-1. The third Test begins
on Thursday.

PCB announces domestic
cricket calendar

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
player list, seedings and
draws have been
announced ahead of this
month's World Squash
Junior Championships as
234 of the world's best
squash talents aged under
19 prepare to head to Egypt
for a chance to earn the title
of World Champion.

The individual champi-
onships are taking place
from July 21 to 26 at Cairo's
Black Ball Sporting Club,
with the team event follow-
ing at the same venue from
July 27 to August 1, said a
press release.

Headlining the draws in
the men's and women's
events are home duo Amina
Orfi and Mohamad
Zakaria.

Cairo-born Orfi, aged 18

and already women's World
No.5, is aiming to make
history by becoming the
first player to win the com-
petition four times after lift-
ing the title in 2022, 2023
and 2024.

17-year-old men's World
No.14 Zakaria of
Alexandria, meanwhile,
will be aiming to defend the
title he won last year in
Houston, when he became
the youngest ever male
World Squash Junior
Champion with victory
over Republic of Korea's
Jooyoung Na.

Joining Orfi and Zakaria
in the top seeded positions
are six of their compatriots.

In the men's event,
Marwan Asal - younger
brother of current World
No.1 and reigning World

Champion Mostafa - and
Eiad Daoud have been
made 3/4 seeds, while in
the women's event
Nadien Elhammamy and
Janna Swaify are 3/4
seeds and Malika
Elkaraksy and Sohayla
Hazem are 5/8 seeds.

Completing the seed-
ings in the men's event are
last year's finalist Na, who
has been made No.2 seed,
while the 5/8 seeds are US
duo Christian Capella and
Alexander Dartnell,
Pakistan's Abdullah
Nawaz and Malaysia's
Low Wa-Sern.

In the women's event,
India's Anahat Singh is at
No.2 seed, while France's
Lauren Baltayan and Hong
Kong, China's Ena Kwong
are the 5/8 seeds.

DUNKIRK (Agencies):
Tim Merlier pipped
Jonathan Milan on the line
in a sprint finish to win a
crash-marred stage three
of the Tour de France.

The Belgian edged the
Italian by the slenderest of
margins with Germany's
Phil Bauhaus in third on a
day when Mathieu van der
Poel retained the race
leader's yellow jersey and
stage one winner Jasper
Philipsen was forced to
abandon.

"It was difficult to be in
position in the battle
before the last corner and I
must say, my team did an
incredible job to the last
5km and then the real bat-
tle started," said Merlier.
"I was able to get some
slipstream next to Milan.
It's always difficult to beat
him but I'm happy I can
take today my second win
in the Tour de France.

"At first I was sure [I
had won] and put my
hands in the air but then I
was not sure anymore so I
was waiting until I was."
Belgian Philipsen, who
would almost certainly
have contested the race to
the finish line, fell heavily

around 60km from the end
of the 178.3km route from
Valenciennes to Dunkirk
when Frenchman Bryan
Coquard unintentionally
diverted into his path.

There were three more
crashes including two in
the final 5km of the stage
with Olympic champion
Remco Evenepoel and
Geraint Thomas seeming-
ly involved. The two main
general classification
favourites, Tadej Pogacar
and Jonas Vingegaard, fin-
ished safely in the main
pack and remain in second
and third place overall
behind Van der Poel.

Meanwhile, the 11
bikes stolen from the
Cofidis team truck on
Sunday morning were all
found before the stage
concluded.

Five of them had been
abandoned in a forest with
the others being located by
the police later on
Monday.

Tuesday's fourth stage
is a rolling 174.2km run
from Amiens Metropole to
Rouen, with five cate-
gorised climbs in a
demanding finale.

Stage three results

1. Tim Merlier
(Bel/Soudal Quick-Step)
4hrs 16mins 55secs

2. Jonathan Milan
(Ita/Lidl-Trek) Same time

3. Phil Bauhaus
(Ger/Bahrain Victorious) "

4. Soren Waerenskjold
(Nor/Uno-X Mobility) "

5. Pavel Bittner
(Cze/Picnic PostNL) "

6. Biniam Girmay
(Eri/Intermarche-Wanty) "

7. Kaden Groves
(Aus/Alpecin -
Deceuninck) "

8. Danny van Poppel
(Ned/Red Bull - Bora -
hansgrohe) "

9. Pascal Ackermann
(Ger/Israel - Premier Tech) "

10. Amaury Capiot
(Bel/Arkwa - B&B
Hotels) "

General classification
after stage three

1. Mathieu Van der Poel
(Ned - Alpecin-
Deceuninck) 12hrs 55mins
37secs

2. Tadej Pogacar (UAE
Team Emirates-XRG)
+4secs

3. Jonas Vingegaard
(Visma-Lease a Bike)
+6secs

4. Kevin Vauquelin
(Arkéa-B&B Hotels)
+10secs

5. Matteo Jorgenson
(Visma-Lease a Bike)
Same time

6. Enric Mas (Spa-
Movistar), Same time

7. Joseph Blackmore
(GB - Israel - Premier
Tech) +41secs

8. Tobias Halland
Johannessen (Nor - Uno-X
Mobility) Same time

9. Ben O'Connor (Aus -
Jayco AlUla) "

10. Emanuel Buchmann
(Ger/Cofidis) +49secs.

Players, seedings, 
draws announced for World

Squash Jr C'ships

Merlier pips Milan 
in crash-marred stage

three of Tour
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ITP issues 
traffic plan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Traffic Police
(ITP) on Monday
announced special traffic
arrangements for the
11th Muharram proces-
sion, scheduled to be
taken out from Noor Pur
Shahan. An ITP
spokesperson  told APP
that the procession will
start from the residence
of Nawazish Shah in
Noor Pur Shahan, by
passing through Darbar
Bazaar Road, and will
enter the shrine of Bari
Imam before returning
to its starting point for
culmination. He said that
during the procession, T-
cross on Quaid-e-Azam
University Road and T-
cross Bari Imam Chowk
will remain closed for
general traffic. Chief
Traffic Officer Captain
(R) Syed Zeeshan
Haider said commuters
can use alternate routes
including Third Road,
Margalla Road, Kashmir
Chowk, and Murree
Road to avoid inconven-
ience. CTO Zeeshan said
citizens are advised to
use alternative routes
during the procession to
ensure smooth traffic
flow. He said the general
public must avoid illegal
parking around the pro-
cession route to prevent
congestion. CTO said
vehicles should only be
parked in designated
parking areas. He said
citizens are requested to
fully cooperate with traf-
fic police during the pro-
cession. CTO Zeeshan
urged the public to sup-
port the ITP in maintain-
ing order and facilitating
safe movement during
religious gatherings.

Three drug
dealers held

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Sadiqabad Police arrest-
ed three drug dealers
and recovered more than
2.5 kilograms of drugs
from their possession, in
a successful anti-drug
operation here Monday.
According to police
spokesman, Police have
registered separate cases
against them and further
investigation was in
progress. SP Rawal
Muhammad Haseeb
Raja commended police
team for their swift
action and stated that the
arrested individuals will
be presented in court
with solid evidence. He
emphasized that the
police will continue
their efforts to eliminate
drug-related crimes
from the area. The oper-
ation is part of an ongo-
ing crackdown to make
the community safer and
free from the menace of
drugs, he added.

Police nabbed
two dacoits

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) Police's
Khanna Police Station
team  arrested two sus-
pects allegedly involved
in heinous crimes. An
official told APP that
the Khanna police team
apprehended the sus-
pects identified as Umar
Mubarak and Shiraz
who were accused of
abducting citizens at
gunpoint, looting them.
He said the suspects
were traced and appre-
hended through human
intelligence and surveil-
lance efforts carried out
by the Khanna police
team. He said both sus-
pects were previously
involved in 28 cases of
theft and robbery regis-
tered in Rawalpindi, and
five cases at Khanna
Police Station, making
them habitual offenders.
He said fresh First
Information Reports
(FIRs) have been regis-
tered at Khanna and
Koral police stations
under charges of kid-
napping, robbery. He
said police recovered
snatched mobile
phones, cash, weapons
with ammunition, and
the motorcycle used in
the crimes. He said all
legal formalities are
being fulfilled to ensure
the culprits face exem-
plary punishment.
Deputy Inspector
General (DIG)
Muhammad Jawad
Tariq said that large-
scale operations are
underway against
organized and active
criminal gangs operat-
ing across the federal
capital.
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ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Communications, Abdul
Aleem Khan undertook a
visit to inspect the ongo-
ing construction and up
gradation works on the
I s l a m a b a d - M u r r e e
Expressway. 

Accompanied by senior
officers, the minister
instructed that the pace of
work be accelerated and
directed about beautifica-
tion of both sides of the
Murree Expressway with
green belts. He set a target
date of July 30 for the
reconstruction of the
Murree Toll Plaza and
linked with the E-Tag
System, said a press
release issued on Monday.

He further directed that
local residents of Murree
would be exempted from
toll charges through
token-free access.
Highlighting the strategic
importance of the
I s l a m a b a d - M u r r e e

Expressway as a major
tourism route, the minister
stated, this road not only
connects Rawalpindi and
Islamabad but also serves
tourists from across the
country. “As the gateway
to Murree, known as the
‘Queen of the Hills’, this
Expressway must reflect a
positive and appealing
image,” he emphasized.

Abdul Aleem Khan
instructed about the
installation of decorative
lighting, comprehensive
landscaping and timely
completion of other beau-
tification works. He
directed the officers of
National Highway
Authority to ensure that
the road remains safe and
comfortable for com-
muters both day and
night.

He also issued direc-
tions to construct aesthet-
ically pleasing boundary
walls along with the
Murree-Expressway to

enhance the feelings for
travelers. Moreover, he
ordered the closure of all
unauthorized access
points and removal of
illegal constructions to
prevent disruptions to the
traffic flow.

During the inspection
tour, citizens at various
points welcomed the fed-
eral minister and appreci-
ated his efforts regarding
construction and up gra-
dation work on the
I s l a m a b a d - M u r r e e
Expressway. On-site,
Abdul Aleem Khan
assigned specific tasks to
senior officials regarding
toll plaza construction
and related matters,
directing that all work
must be completed within
the stipulated timeframe.

The Federal Secretary
for Communications and
the Chairman of the
National Highway
Authority were also pres-
ent during the visit.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has
expressed deep gratitude
to Almighty Allah and
commended the coordi-
nated efforts of security
forces and government
institutions for ensuring a
peaceful and secure envi-
ronment during Ashura
across Pakistan.

In a statement, Naqvi
said that due to divine
blessings and effective
government measures,
Ashura was observed
peacefully in all parts of
the country including
Islamabad, Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan, Sindh,
Gilgit-Baltistan, and Azad

Kashmir. All processions
and majalis concluded
safely and without inci-
dent, he confirmed.

“I wholeheartedly
thank every soldier, offi-
cer, and official deployed
for Ashura security,” said
Naqvi, praising the dedi-
cation and professional-
ism of the Army, Rangers,
Police, and civil adminis-
tration.

He also acknowledged
the commendable role of
religious scholars in pro-
moting sectarian harmony
and interfaith unity
throughout Muharram.

“Our forces performed
their duties with devotion
and unity, providing fool-
proof security to mourners

and gatherings,” Naqvi
added, emphasizing that
the entire nation wit-
nessed disciplined and
exemplary coordination
between field formations
and law enforcement
agencies.

He noted that from the
first of Muharram to the
10th (Ashura), a compre-
hensive and integrated
security plan was imple-
mented successfully,
which played a pivotal
role in maintaining peace.

Naqvi concluded by
saying, “We bow our
heads in gratitude before
Allah Almighty for the
peaceful completion of
the sacred days of
Muharram.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Senate
Standing Committee on Federal
Education and Professional Training
met on Monday at Parliament House
under the chairmanship of Senator
Bushra Anjum Butt reaffirming its
commitment to improving gover-
nance, inclusivity, and transparency
in the education sector.

The meeting, attended by Senators
Ashraf Ali Jatoi, Syed Masroor
Ahsan, Falak Naz, Fawzia Arshad,
Dr. Afnan Ullah Khan, Rahat Jamali,
Kamran Murtaza, Khalida Ateeb,
Gurdeep Singh, Qurat Ul Ain Marri,
and Sarmad Ali, along with senior
officials of the Ministry for Federal
Education and Professional Training,
took up multiple key agenda items,
said a press release.

Opening with the compliance
report on the Pakistan Institute of
Fashion Design (PIFD), the
Committee reviewed the Ministry’s
progress on amendments directed in
its previous sittings. The proposed
changes include ensuring 33% women
representation in the Senate of PIFD,
in line with the Prime Minister’s
Office directive for all federal bodies.

Furthermore, the new clause pro-
poses that the Vice Chancellor’s
appointment be restricted to a four-
year term, with no extensions, but
open to competitive re-selection.
“This will lead to transparency and
credibility — we don’t want heads
to be bigger than the institutions
themselves. Legislation should
solve problems, not create them,”
the Chairman remarked. 

She also stressed that a mandatory
quarterly Senate meeting must be
held to maintain checks and balances
and sought a complete list of federal
institutions where vice chancellors
have served beyond one or two terms.

The Committee next deliberated
the Federal Supervision of Curricula,
Textbooks and Maintenance of
Standards of Education
(Amendments) Bill 2024, moved by
Senator Qurat-Ul-Ain Marri. After
extensive debate on sensitive aspects
— particularly age limits for repro-
ductive health education — the Bill
was deferred for further input.

While Senators Kamran Murtaza
and Gurdeep Singh rejected the Bill
outright, other members suggested
amendments, including setting the
age for reproductive health education
at 13 or 16 years, respecting cultural
sentiments and local context. “The
intention is clear: to curb child abuse,
misinformation on the internet, and
ensure that ‘reproductive health edu-
cation’ equips children with accurate
knowledge about their physical, men-
tal, and social well-being,” the
Chairman emphasized.

On the agenda item moved by
Senator Sarmad Ali regarding "provi-
sion of free milk in ICT educational
institutions", Ministry officials
acknowledged the noble intent but
highlighted cost implications — esti-
mating a requirement of "Rs. 900
million" — and potential food safety
risks due to milk’s perishable nature.

The Committee decided to review
the "Punjab Government’s provision

of free milk model" and invited stake-
holders, including representatives
from "Nestlé" and "Olpers", to delib-
erate on sustainable frameworks.

In a detailed briefing, the
"Directorate General of Special
Education (DGSE)" presented its cur-
rent roles, functions, and ongoing
projects. The Chairman reiterated the
urgent need to table a "comprehen-
sive policy draft" for Special
Education, lamenting that the sector
still operates under outdated legisla-
tion predating the 18th Amendment.

During the meeting key financial
figures were also discussed:

"FY 2023–24":Grant Rs. 950.364
million, Expenditure Rs. 886.614
million, Deficit Rs. 63.75 million
"FY 2024–25: Grant Rs. 726.008 mil-
lion, Expenditure Rs. 840.753 mil-
lion, Deficit Rs. 114.745 million "FY
2025–26:"Requirement Rs. 1,436
million, Allocation Rs. 788.188 mil-
lion Institutions under DGSE include
the National Special Education
Centres for "Visually Handicapped,
Physically Handicapped, Hearing
Impaired Children", and the
"Rehabilitation Centre for Children
with Developmental Disorders".

The Committee directed that the
"Secretary of the Health Ministry" be
called in to discuss the inclusion of test
through which children with hearing
issues be detected and also be includ-
ed in Children health Card", ensuring
tests are done within six months of
birth. It also called for a comprehen-
sive review of the "PSDP budget allo-
cations" for special education.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Kashmir
Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON, Engineer Amir
Muqam, stated that the merg-
er of tribal districts was not
being reversed and anyone
who has objections could
raise their concerns.

Addressing a press con-
ference here Monday, he
said that the Prime Minister
has formed a committee
with sincere intentions. 

Engr Amir Muqam
explained that during the
Prime Minister’s recent
visit to Peshawar, a Jirga of
tribal elders took place
where their concerns were
discussed. He said the com-
mittee included representa-
tives from all relevant par-
ties and has been tasked

with improving the living
conditions of the people in
the merged districts. 

He confirmed that the
committee's meeting decid-
ed to consult with both cur-
rent and former parliamen-
tarians on these matters.

Engr Amir Muqam
expressed regret over the
opposition's decision to
boycott the committee,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of a unified approach
for the development of
these areas. He emphasized
that approved laws could be
improved and politicizing
the matter of merged dis-
tricts was regrettable. 

"No new constitutional
amendment is being intro-
duced," he added. "The rul-
ing party in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa is fragment-
ed, and currently, no con-
tacts have been made with
any political group —
though in politics, anything
is possible," he noted. 

Engineer Muqam
emphasized that decisions
would be made in accor-
dance with the aspirations
of the people of the merged
districts. The committee, he
said, would engage all
stakeholders, including
elected representatives, and
would work through broad
consultations to address
tribal concerns and enhance
governance in the region.

Secretary of the Ministry
of Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit-Baltistan, Zafar
Hasan was also present dur-
ing the press conference.

Minister reviews construction
works on Islamabad-Murree

Expressway

Naqvi thanks forces,
praises peaceful

observance of Ashura

ISLAMABAD: A view of heavy downpour during monsoon rain in capital city. ––INP Photo

ISLAMABAD (APP): Speaker National
Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on Monday
reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwavering and res-
olute support for the brotherly Republic of
Azerbaijan. The speaker extended his pro-
found gratitude for the warm reception
accorded by President of Azerbaijan, Mr.
Ilham Aliyev, said a news release.

He commended Azerbaijan’s principled
and resolute stance on key regional and
international issues, including its unwa-
vering support for Pakistan’s position on
the Jammu and Kashmir dispute. Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq also acknowledged
Azerbaijan’s clear and courageous posi-
tions regarding India’s recent escalations
against Pakistan, the situation in Gaza, and
the Iran-Israel conflict, underscoring
Azerbaijan’s commitment to justice and
adherence to international law. President
Ilham Aliyev highlighted the exemplary
level of bilateral relations between
Azerbaijan and Pakistan. He emphasized
that ties between the two brotherly nations
are anchored in brotherhood, mutual sup-
port, and unwavering solidarity.

President of Azerbaijan fondly recalled
the recent participation of Pakistan’s
Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, in the 17th Summit of the
Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) held in Khankendi, noting the
extensive discussions they held on key
aspects of the bilateral agenda. He
expressed confidence that the Pakistani
delegation’s visit would further deepen
cooperation and strengthen the enduring
partnership between the two countries.

Ayaz Sadiq underscored the vital
importance of inter-parliamentary rela-
tions between Azerbaijan and Pakistan,
highlighting that both nations have consis-
tently stood in unwavering solidarity with
each other through challenging times as
well as moments of celebration. 

He highlighted the symbolic signifi-

cance of Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif’s recent visit to
Azerbaijan’s liberated territories, attended
by several heads of state, which sent a
powerful message of solidarity to the
international community. He recalled two
landmark resolutions presented and unani-
mously adopted by Pakistan’s National
Assembly under his leadership: the first
strongly condemned Armenian aggression,
including brutal attacks on Azerbaijani
civilians and military operations in
Nagorno-Karabakh; the second was adopt-
ed following Azerbaijan’s victory and the
liberation of its territories, reaffirming
Pakistan’s steadfast support.

Ayaz Sadiq congratulated President
Ilham Aliyev on the successful organiza-
tion of the 17th ECO Summit in
Khankendi, highlighting its significant
political and diplomatic importance. He
appreciated the large-scale reconstruction
and restoration efforts underway in
Azerbaijan’s liberated areas, particularly
in Nagorno-Karabakh, emphasizing the
critical role of these initiatives in fostering
regional stability and economic revival.

He  further appreciated the existing and
potential opportunities for enhancing con-
nectivity through improved road networks,
and noted that the establishment of direct
flights between the two brotherly countries
has facilitated easier travel, which will
contribute significantly to strengthening
bilateral cooperation. President Ilham
Aliyev welcomed the continued mutual
support extended by the parliamentary del-
egations of both nations within interna-
tional parliamentary forums, and empha-
sized the importance of further enhancing
inter-parliamentary relations and reinforc-
ing institutional cooperation between their
respective legislative bodies. Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq emphasized that the Pakistani dele-
gation included members from both the
ruling party and the opposition.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Republic of Iraq and
Pakistan are moving to
formalize a sister city rela-
tionship between Baghdad
and Islamabad in a step
toward strengthening
bilateral ties and fostering
urban cooperation.

The announcement came
during a meeting between
Abdul Qadir Suleiman Al-
Himeiri, Head of Mission
at the Iraqi Embassy, and
Muhammad Ali Randhawa,
Chairman of the Capital
Development Authority
(CDA), and Chief
Commissioner Islamabad
on Monday. Held at the
CDA Headquarters, the
meeting centered on
enhancing collaboration in
urban development, cultur-
al exchange, and sustain-
able city planning.

The two sides agreed to
sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
establish Baghdad and
Islamabad as sister cities,
paving the way for long-
term cooperation in

municipal management,
infrastructure develop-
ment, heritage conserva-
tion, and beautification of
public spaces.

“This twinning arrange-
ment is a significant step to
deepen our cultural and
urban linkages,” said  Abdul
Qadir Suleiman Al-Himeiri.
“We are eager to share
knowledge and explore joint
initiatives that can strength-
en economic, cultural, and
tourism connections
between Iraq and Pakistan.”

Chairman CDA
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
briefed the Iraqi envoy on
Islamabad’s recent devel-
opment initiatives, partic-
ularly the upgradation of
the Diplomatic Enclave.
“On the directions of
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi, we are
working to modernize the
enclave to meet interna-
tional standards, trans-
forming it into a secure
and vibrant diplomatic
hub,” Randhawa stated.

He added that renowned

architects and landscaping
professionals are being
brought in to ensure the area
reflects global standards of
design and functionality.
The Iraqi ambassador com-
mended these efforts and
expressed his appreciation
for the CDA’s commitment
to enhancing the capital’s
urban landscape.

The meeting, described
as cordial and forward-
looking, concluded with
both sides reaffirming their
intent to deepen institution-
al ties. Randhawa present-
ed a commemorative sou-
venir to Ambassador Al-
Himeiri as a token of
friendship, symbolizing the
shared ambition of build-
ing a lasting partnership
between the two nations.

“This initiative reflects
Pakistan’s commitment to
international cooperation
rooted in mutual respect
and shared goals,”
Randhawa said, express-
ing optimism about the
future of Islamabad-
Baghdad collaboration.

Speaker NA reaffirms
unwavering 

support for Azerbaijan

Senate panel pushes for
stronger educational reforms

Merger of tribal
districts not being
reversed: Muqam

Ninth Space
Summer School
to start at IST
from July 21

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
order to foster students'
interest in space sciences,
the Institute of Space
Technology (IST) will hold
ninth Space Summer
School (SSS) 2025 from
July 21 for the young sci-
ence enthusiasts. 

The initiative  organized
annually since 2017, has
become a cornerstone in
Pakistan’s efforts to foster
STEM education among
school students.

Held under the umbrella
of the Space Education
Research Lab (SERL) at
the National Center for GIS
and Space Applications
(NCGSA), the week-long
program brings together
students from across the
country for immersive
learning in space science
and technology. 

This year’s school will
run from July 21 to 25, with
sessions held daily from
9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at
IST’s Islamabad campus.

Over the years, SSS has
gained recognition for its
experiential learning
model, combining interac-
tive lectures, hands-on
activities, software simula-
tions, STEAM-based space
projects, lab visits, and
even astronomy night ses-
sions. These activities aim
to spark scientific curiosity
and build foundational
skills in disciplines such as
rocketry, satellite engineer-
ing, aviation, astronomy,
and climate science.

The program is struc-
tured around two distinct
academic streams:
Abecedarian for students of
grades 6–8, and Virtuoso
for grades 9–12, allowing
age-appropriate content
delivery and project assign-
ments. Students are also
encouraged to work on
group projects, selecting
specific domains for
focused mentorship and
collaborative exploration.

With each passing year,
the Space Summer School
has grown in reach and rep-
utation, often drawing par-
ticipants from dozens of
educational institutions
nationwide.

Islamabad, Baghdad set
to become sister cities



Car theft gang busted

KABUL (Pajhwok): Security forces have
arrested a group involved in vehicle thefts in
Jalalabad, the capital of eastern Nangarhar
province. The group was captured during an
operation in Batikot district on Monday, the
Nangarhar police headquarters said in a
statement. A Suzuki-type vehicle and vari-
ous car parts were recovered from their pos-
session. According to the statement, the sus-
pects would steal vehicles, dismantle them
and sell the parts separately.

4 killed, 9 hurt in accidents

PARAKH/CHARIKAR (Pajhwok): At least
four people have been killed and nine others
wounded in two separate traffic accidents in
central Panjsher and Parwan provinces. In a
statement, Panjsher police headquarters said
a van veered off the road and overturned due
to a technical fault in Khenj district. It said
two people lost their lives and nine others
were injured in the incident. In Parwan, a
car-motorcycle collision in the Dwa Saraka
area of Charikar city left two people dead.

Asia is comparable to a living body composed of soil and water. The heart that beats inside the body is Afghanistan. The destruction of Afghanistan would be the destruction of Asia. And in its progress and prosperity lies the well-being of Asia. - Allama Iqbal

Muharram 12, 1447 — Tuesday, July 08, 2025

The Frontier Post

KABUL (Amu TV): The
UN World Food Program
warned on Monday that
approximately 10 million
people in Afghanistan will
require urgent food assis-
tance during the summer
months, but said a critical
funding shortfall means it
can only support a fraction
of them.

In a video message post-
ed to social media, the
agency said it currently has
the resources to assist just
one million of the most vul-

nerable Afghans, under-
scoring the severity of the
crisis.

The WFP said its emer-
gency food packages —
including wheat flour, veg-
etable oil, pulses, and salt
— are being distributed to
families living in areas with
the highest levels of food
insecurity. These rations are
intended to meet basic
nutritional needs for several
months.

“These short-term aid
deliveries are only a partial

solution,” the agency noted,
warning that without fresh
funding, the continuation of
life-saving assistance will
be at risk.

The warning comes as
Afghanistan reels from
compounding natural disas-
ters, including destructive
floods and prolonged
droughts, which have fur-
ther destabilized liveli-
hoods and pushed millions
closer to the brink of
famine.

Earlier this year, the

WFP and other humanitari-
an agencies issued similar
alerts, saying that without
renewed international sup-
port, food insecurity would
deepen, particularly in rural
and conflict-affected areas.

According to the Global
Network Against Food
Crises, Afghanistan
remains among the coun-
tries with the highest rates
of acute hunger, with over
one million people current-
ly in emergency or crisis-
level conditions.

BALKH (BNA): A private Chinese com-
pany has announced its intentions to invest
in Afghanistan, focusing on various sec-
tors in Balkh province, including agricul-
ture, industry, mining, road construction,
and railways.

During a recent meeting with
Mohammad Yousuf Wafa, the governor of
Balkh, representatives from the Chinese
firms Winkton, Yazong, and Rin Sen Lin
outlined their ambitious economic plans. 

Among the key proposals discussed
were. Power Generation Plant, Esta-
blishing a power generation facility in
Bamyan province in exchange for coal
extraction. 

Industrial Park, Constructing an indus-
trial park at Hairatan port, potentially
housing between 10 to 100 factories.
Reconstruction Projects, Rebuilding the
fertilizer and power plant in Balkh. Joint
Market, Creating a joint market on the

Wakhan border, facilitating trade between
Badakhshan and China. Railway
Development. Implementing a railway pr-
oject connecting Kandahar to Herat.

The representatives also expressed their
readiness to commence standard coal
extraction in Dara-i-Suf, Samangan, and
produce oil, as well as offer technical
cooperation with the Jabal al-Siraj cement
factory. 

Additionally, plans for a large camel
farm and a milk production factory in
Kandahar were discussed.

Governor Wafa welcomed the initia-
tives, emphasizing the Islamic Emirate’s
commitment to ensuring security and cre-
ating favorable conditions for investment
in Afghanistan. 

He urged the Chinese investors to prior-
itize the construction of industrial parks
and the reconstruction of the fertilizer and
power plant in Balkh as soon as possible.

M A Z A R - I - S H A R I F
(Pajhwok): A 21-tonne ship-
ment of detergent produced
by a private company has
been exported from northern
Balkh province to European
countries for the first time.

Ehsanullah Amini, CEO
of the Qatra manufacturing
company in the northern
zone, said that for the first
time, 21 tons of detergent
worth 30,000 US dollars
was exported to London,
the capital of England.

Previously, he said, the

company’s products were
exported to several other
countries, including
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

Qari Amir Mohammad
Muttaqi, the Balkh head of
industry and commerce,
said the export of Afghan
products to foreign coun-
tries shows that production
capacity and quality had
reached a stage where they
could compete with global
products.

He emphasized the IEA
provided comprehensive

support to investors across
the country.

According to him, busi-
nessmen and investors who
live outside Afghanistan
should come and invest in
the country in order to play
their role the progress and
development of the country
and providing job opportu-
nities for the youth.

Since IEA takeover, more
than 300 new factories have
started operating in the
province, providing jobs for
thousands of people.

KABUL (Pajhwok): The
Ministry of Interior (MoI)
says all police officers and
personnel under its com-
mand are required to wear
uniform while on duty.

In a statement, MoI said
since its core responsibili-

ties included maintaining
security, enforcing law and
combating crimes, the deci-
sion was made at a meeting
chaired by acting Interior
Minister Khalifa Sirajuddin
Haqqani.

The statement added that

all military officials and
personnel were now
obliged to wear uniform
approved by the Islamic
Emirate’s leadership during
official duty hours.

The ministry noted that
the move was aimed at

making it easier for the
public to identify police
officers.

This comes as most
police personnel currently
wear uniform, though some
continue to wear civilian
clothing while on duty.

KUNAR (BNA): The
Ministry of Borders,
Ethnic, and Tribal Affairs
has initiated 35 public utili-
ty projects worth 131 mil-
lion Afghanis across six
border districts in Kunar
province of Afghanistan.

During the inauguration,
Deputy Minister Mawlavi
Mohammad Ismail
Ghaznawi said the projects
are being implemented
based on a special directive
from the Amir al-Mu’minin
(may Allah protect him)

using domestic funds. They
aim to improve living con-
ditions in Khas Kunar,
Sarkano, Manogai, Shultan,
Dangam, and Narai dis-
tricts.

Governor Mawlavi
Qudratullah Abu Hamza
stated that residents of
these districts have faced
many difficulties and that
these projects have been
launched to address their
needs.

The initiatives include
the construction of schools,

roads, clean water net-
works, health centers, and
other essential infrastruc-
ture to facilitate better
access to services for the
local population.

Deputy Governor
Mawlavi Abdullah Haqqani
also highlighted the main
challenges, including lack
of proper roads, clean
drinking water, health cen-
ters, and school buildings.
He said the new projects
are expected to significant-
ly alleviate these issues.

KABUL (TOLOnews):
Thousands of Afghan chil-
dren who had gone to Iran
as laborers in search of a
piece of bread have also
been deported.

Hanzala is now 18 years
old, but he still hears the
voice of his Iranian
employer echoing in his
ears.

He went to Iran when he
was twelve, but now regrets
not having received an edu-
cation.

He said, “No matter how
hard I tried, I couldn’t man-
age to study. Now I can’t

even write my own name.
Even when I went to school
there once, the teacher
came to class for a few
minutes and then left.”

Among these hundreds
of Afghan children, each
one has a unique memory
from Iran, some speak of
classmates, while others
recount experiences of
humiliation and mistreat-
ment.

Sohrab says, “I worked
in a shop. Later, I tried to
enroll in school, but they
didn’t accept me. When I
went again, they wanted to

place me in second or third
grade.”

Hossein shares his story
too: “They treated us very
badly. They used to beat
and insult me. My child-
hood was a very bitter
experience.”

The United Nations
Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) had previously
reported that in the past
Gregorian month, over
5,000 orphaned or unac-
companied Afghan chil-
dren — or children with
their families, were deport-
ed from Iran.

KABUL (Pajhwok): Chief
physician at the Indira
Gandhi Children’s Hospital
and several other medical
professionals have praised
Pajhwok’s recent report
titled “Chemical-laden
snacks harm children’s
health”, calling it an effec-
tive step in raising public
awareness and urging
action from relevant
authorities to stop the sale
of harmful food products
targeting children.

Pajhwok Afghan News
published the report on
June 29, and it has since
been praised by both doc-
tors and parents for its
informative content and
timely message.

Doctors’ reactions
Dr. Khyber Sahak, Chief

Physician at Indira Gandhi
Children’s Hospital in
Kabul, said: “First of all, I

thank Pajhwok Afghan
News for producing this
report. It allows us to edu-
cate mothers and sisters
about the harmful products
being sold in markets.
These snacks are causing
children to suffer from var-
ious illnesses.”

He emphasized the role
of parents in preventing
their children from con-
suming such items and
encouraged preparing
healthy, quality food at
home instead.

Dr. Ramesh Qadeer,
General Surgeon at the
Children’s Health Hospital,
noted: “I read the entire
report, and it thoroughly
covers all aspects of the
issue. The positive impact
of such reporting is consid-
erable—anyone who reads
or watches it will certainly
try to stop their children

from consuming these
harmful products.”

Dr. Sayed Farid Shah
Rafiyee, Internal Medicine
Specialist at Wazir Moham-
mad Akbar Khan Hospital,
stated: “Pajhwok’s report on
the use of chemical colors in
children’s food is a critical
warning for the health of
future generations. These
additives can cause diges-
tive problems, allergic reac-
tions, cognitive issues like
poor concentration and me-
mory, and even serious lon-
g-term risks such as cancer.”

He added that such
reports not only raise public
awareness but also pressure
responsible institutions to
take regulatory action and
prompt legal reforms to
control unhealthy products.

“I recommend closer
collaboration between
health professionals and the

media to pursue and
strengthen such initiatives,
leading to real and positive
change,” he concluded.

Dr. Faridullah Omari,
Trainer and Infectious
Disease Specialist at the
National Infectious
Diseases Hospital in Kabul,
said: “We appreciate and
support such reports and
always call for more con-
tent like this to help prevent
children from falling victim
to various illnesses.”

Dr. Javid Hajir, Public
Relations Specialist at the
Deputy Ministry of Food
and Drugs (Ministry of
Public Health), also wel-
comed the report, calling it
instrumental in boosting
public awareness.

“These issues are real,
and our teams at the Food
and Drug Authority
encounter them on a daily

basis. Fortunately, we’ve
managed to address many
of these cases. This year,
our public awareness
department has become
more active, conducting
educational outreach in
schools and other venues.”

He also urged the media
to continue publishing and
promoting such investiga-
tive reports.

Mothers’ reactions
Yalda Ebrahimi, a moth-

er from Kabul, said that
after reading Pajhwok’s
report, she decided to pro-
hibit her children from eat-
ing such snacks.

“My young son and
daughter don’t usually lis-
ten—they love buying and
eating these market snacks.
They even cry to get money
from me. Sometimes, they
fall sick. But after reading
the report, I won’t let them

buy these things anymore.”
Setayesh Ahmadi, anoth-

er mother, added: “I saw
the Pajhwok report and
learned how harmful these

snacks really are. We didn’t
know before, but now I’ve
decided not to let my chil-
dren buy chips, puffs, or
other similar items.”

Both mothers praised
Pajhwok for its initiative in
informing the public and
protecting children’s
health.

KABUL (TOLOnews): Amid the ongoing
deportation of Afghan refugees from Iran
and Pakistan, a portion of those returning
includes industrialists and investors who
had previously invested in these countries.

The Ministry of Industry and
Commerce stated that a committee titled
“Committee for the Organization of
Returning Entrepreneurs and Industrialists
and Provision of Facilities for Them,”
established in the month of Qaws 1402
(December 2023), has so far confirmed the
return of 24 industrialists. The process of
verifying the documents of additional
returning entrepreneurs and investors is
currently ongoing.

Most of these individuals have returned
to Afghanistan from Iran and Pakistan.
According to the ministry, the returning
industrialists have already begun investing
in various production sectors.

The sectors in which Afghan industrial-
ists had invested abroad include:

Car paint and thinner
Electrical cables and electronic device

production
PVC pipes and baked bricks production
Plastic utensils production
Cosmetic products manufacturing
Women’s clothing and embroidery pro-

duction
Poultry feed production

Plastic goods manufacturing
Shoe and sandal manufacturing
Used tire processing
Detergent and washing materials pro-

duction
The ministry’s spokesperson,

Akhundzada Abdul Salam Jawad, said:
“The ministry has planned numerous

facilities to encourage returning investors.
These include allocating residential plots,
distributing industrial land, customs
exemptions for one vehicle and industrial
machinery, five years of tax exemption,
and other support measures.”

Meanwhile, the Kabul Industrialists’
Union and several economic experts
believe that if the Islamic Emirate increas-
es support for returning industrialists and
investors, the return of Afghan industrial-
ists from abroad could accelerate.

The head of the Kabul Industrialists’
Union, Abdul Jabbar Safi, stated:

“The private sector is also ready to sup-
port them, and the government should
facilitate business opportunities for them
so that they are not forced to leave the
country again.”

The return of Afghan investors and
industrialists from abroad not only plays a
constructive role in the country’s econom-
ic growth but also creates new job oppor-
tunities within Afghanistan.

800 recovered
addicts

enrolled in
vocational
training

KABUL (BNA): The
Ministry of Labor and
Social Affairs has enrolled
800 individuals recovering
from drug addiction in voca-
tional training programs at
the Charkhi Pul Vocational
and Technical Center.

According to the min-
istry, trainees will learn five
trades over 4.5 months: tai-
loring, shoemaking, bag
stitching, building electrici-
ty, and home appliance
repair.

At the launch ceremony,
Director of Vocational
Centers Mawlavi Abdul
Wahid Faiz urged the par-
ticipants to make the most
of this opportunity and
focus on building a sustain-
able future.

Deputy Minister for
Labor Affairs, Mawlavi
Mohammad Zahid
Ahmadzai, emphasized
the ministry’s commit-
ment to supporting recov-
ered individuals in becom-
ing productive members
of society. 

The Deputy Minister
noted that, across Afgha-
nistan, more than 6,000
people recovering from
addiction have already
graduated from such pro-
grams and now work to
support their families.

Supporting
Afghan

returnees
top priority
KABUL (TOLOnews):
The Ministry of Economy
says that the process of
delivering initial assis-
tance to Afghan returnees
from neighboring coun-
tries has begun.

According to Abdul
Rahman Habib, the min-
istry’s spokesperson,
addressing the urgent
needs of returnees includ-
ing shelter, healthcare
services, and food distri-
bution is a top priority for
the ministry.

Abdul Rahman Habib,
the ministry’s spokesper-
son stated: “To address the
challenges faced by
returnees from neighbor-
ing countries, a High
Commission has been
established. Twelve work-
ing committees are active-
ly engaged in providing
services such as temporary
shelter, distribution of
food and drinking water,
healthcare services, cash
assistance, transporting
returnees to their respec-
tive provinces, and sup-
porting their reintegration
into society. All available
resources are being uti-
lized for this purpose.”

These efforts are being
carried out in cooperation
with international organi-
zations, particularly the
UN High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR).

Meanwhile, the UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) has
expressed concern over
the continued forced
deportations of Afghan
migrants and announced
that essential services —
including healthcare —
will be provided to
returnees inside
Afghanistan.

Faramarz Barzin,
spokesperson for the
UNHCR, stated: 

“The UN High
Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) plays
a key role in supporting
documented returnees,
both at border points and
in the areas where they
resettle. We provide a
wide range of services,
including cash for urgent
needs, medical care, men-
tal health support, mine
risk education, and other
essential services.”

However, several
Afghans recently deported
from Iran say they left
behind all their posses-
sions and returned home
empty-handed.

Shafiqullah, one depor-
tee, said: “The weather is
hot, and people, especially
women and children are
facing many hardships.
There must be better sup-
port so people can return
to their provinces more
quickly.”

Abdul Hafiz, another
deportee, said: “We suf-
fered a lot in Iran, in
places like Zahedan and
Bandar Abbas. Here, too,
the facilities are limited.
For instance, there are no
proper restrooms, and wo-
men cannot access med-
ical care. Since yesterday,
we’ve been paying for
transport and I’ve already
taken my wife to the doc-
tor two or three times.”

This comes as neigh-
boring countries have, one
after another, deported
Afghan migrants over the
past year, a process with
wide-ranging humanitari-
an and social conse-
quences for returnees.

Doctors, parents praise report on unhealthy snacks

WFP warns 10m Afghans face hunger
this summer amid funding shortfall

Afghan child laborers
deported from Iran

35 public projects launched
in Kunar border districts

Uniform made mandatory
for on-duty police officers

Chinese company
plans investment in

Balkh province

Afghan industrialists
return amid deportations

In a first, Balkh company
exports detergent to Europe



The

Frontier Post
Tuesday, July 08, 2025

Printed and published by Mahmood Afridi at Moraka’s Printers, 27 Abdara Road, University Town, Peshawar. Managing Editor Jalil Afridi. Phone 0300 9009001

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf presiding over Board of Governor meeting
of Bahria University.

RIO DE JANEIRO: Leaders
of the BRICS bloc have
sharply rebuked the United
States and Israeli bombard-
ments of Iran in June, calling
them a “blatant breach of
international law” while
voicing strong support for the
creation of a Palestinian state.

But their joint declaration,
issued at a summit in the
Brazilian city of Rio de
Janeiro, was largely silent
about another major war that
is now in its fourth year and in
which a founding BRICS
member – Russia – is the aggr-
essor: the conflict in Ukraine.
Instead, it criticised Ukrainian
attacks on Russian soil.

The carefully worded dec-
laration, released amid esca-
lating trade tensions with the
US, condemned aggressive
economic policies without
directly naming US President
Donald Trump. Almost all 10
members of BRICS, a bloc of
emerging world economies,
are currently engaged in sen-
sitive trade talks with the US
and are trying to assert their
positions without provoking
further tensions. However,
the BRICS statement did take
aim at “unilateral tariff and
non-tariff barriers” that
“skew global trade and flout
WTO [World Trade
Organization] regulations”, a
clear, though indirect critique
of Trump’s protectionist
agenda, before a deadline on
Wednesday for new US tar-
iffs to potentially kick in.

Trump responded to the
BRICS declaration within
hours, warning on his social
media platform, Truth Social,
that countries siding with
what he termed “anti-
American policies” would
face added tariffs. “Any
Country aligning themselves
with the Anti-American poli-
cies of BRICS, will be
charged an ADDITIONAL

10% Tariff. There will be no
exceptions to this policy,” he
wrote.

The first BRICS summit
was held in 2009 with the
leaders of Brazil, Russia,
India and China coming
together. South Africa joined
in 2010, and the bloc has
since become a major voice
for the Global South. Last
year, Indonesia, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran and the United
Arab Emirates joined the
group, expanding its influ-
ence further and turning the
bloc into a 10-nation entity.

There is growing interest
from emerging economies to
join the bloc with more than
30 nations queueing up for
membership. Argentina was
expected to join but with-
drew its application after
ultra-conservative President
Javier Milei, an ally of
Trump, took office in
December 2023. The Rio
summit was led by Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva. Most other member
countries were represented
by their leaders with three
exceptions: Chinese
President Xi Jinping, Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian were absent.

Xi had attended all previ-
ous BRICS summits since
taking office in 2013 while
Putin has avoided most inter-
national trips since the
International Criminal Court
(ICC) issued an arrest warrant
against him over his role in
the war on Ukraine in March
2023. Brazil is a member of
the ICC and would have been
required under the Rome
Statute, which established the
court, to arrest Putin if he vis-
ited. Russia and Iran were
represented by their foreign
ministers and China by
Premier Li Qiang.

This was the first summit

attended by Indonesia after
its induction into the bloc this
year. The BRICS statement
also welcomed Belarus,
Bolivia, Kazakhstan, Cuba,
Nigeria, Malaysia, Thailand,
Vietnam, Uganda and
Uzbekistan as new BRICS
partner countries – a status
that places them on a perch
below full membership and
allows the bloc to increase
cooperation with them.

In their declaration, mem-
ber states described the
recent Israeli and American
attacks on Iran as a “violation
of international law”,
expressing “grave concern”
about the deteriorating secu-
rity situation in the Middle
East. The conflict began on
June 13 when Israel launched
air strikes on Iranian military,
nuclear and civilian sites,
killing at least 935 people,
including top military and
scientific leaders. Iran’s
Ministry of Health reported
5,332 people were injured.

Tehran retaliated with
missile and drone strikes on
Israel, killing at least 29 peo-
ple and injuring hundreds
more, according to figures
from Israeli authorities. A
US-brokered ceasefire came
into effect on June 24
although the US had support-
ed Israeli strikes just days
earlier by dropping bunker-
buster bombs on Iranian
nuclear facilities on June 21.

The BRICS statement
underscored the importance
of upholding “nuclear safe-
guards, safety, and security.
… including in armed con-
flicts, to protect people and
the environment from harm”.
As Israel’s 21-month-long
war on Gaza continues,
BRICS denounced the use of
starvation as a weapon of war
and rejected the politicisation
or militarisation of humani-
tarian aid. — Aljazeera

BRICS flays attacks
on Iran, Gaza war

WASHINGTON/JERUSAL
EM (AFP, Reuters): US
President Donald Trump
said there was a good chance
a Gaza hostage release and
ceasefire deal could be
reached with the Palestinian
militant group Hamas this
week.

Trump told reporters
before departing for
Washington that such a deal
meant “quite a few
hostages” could be released.
Netanyahu said earlier in the
day that he hoped his
upcoming meeting with
Trump could “help advance”
a Gaza ceasefire deal, after
sending negotiators to Doha
for indirect talks with
Hamas.

A Palestinian official
familiar with the talks on

Sunday said that indirect
negotiations between Israel
and Hamas toward a cease-
fire deal in the Gaza Strip
had started in Qatar.
“Negotiations are about
implementation mechanisms
and hostage exchange, and
positions are being
exchanged through media-
tors,” the official said.

Under mounting pressure
to end the war, now
approaching its 22nd month,
the Israeli premier is sched-
uled to sit down on Monday
with Trump, who has recent-
ly made a renewed push to
end the fighting. Speaking
before boarding Israel’s state
jet bound for Washington,
Netanyahu said: “We are
working to achieve this deal
that we have discussed,

under the conditions that we
have agreed to.”

He said he had dispatched
the team to Doha “with clear
instructions,” and thought
the meeting with Trump
“can definitely help advance
this (deal), which we are all
hoping for.” “We’ve gotten a
lot of the hostages out, but
pertaining to the remaining
hostages, quite a few of
them will be coming out,”
Trump added.

He said the United States
was “working on a lot of
things” with Israel, includ-
ing “probably a permanent
deal with Iran.” Netanyahu
had previously said Hamas’s
response to a draft US-
backed ceasefire proposal
contained “unacceptable”
demands.

Trump says there’s a good
chance for Gaza ceasefire

TEHRAN: Iran is willing to resume
nuclear negotiations with the United
States, President Masoud Pezeshkian
has said, but only if Washington can
re-establish trust following recent
hostilities.

In an interview released on
Monday with former US television
host Tucker Carlson, the Iranian pres-
ident stated, “We see no problem in
re-entering the negotiations,” but
added that Tehran requires guarantees
that attacks like those in June will not
recur. The comments come just
weeks after a dramatic escalation
between Iran and Israel, during which
the United States also conducted
strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities.
The clashes disrupted an anticipated
round of nuclear talks that had been
scheduled between Washington and
Tehran.

“How are we going to trust the US
again?” Pezeshkian asked during the
interview. “We re-entered the negoti-
ations, then how can we know for
sure that in the middle of the talks,
the Israeli regime will not be given
the permission again to attack us?”
President Pezeshkian further accused
Israel of attempting to assassinate
him amid the conflict. “They did try,
yes. They acted accordingly, but they
failed,” he said, claiming that a meet-
ing he was attending was targeted in
an Israeli airstrike.

The mid-June Israeli bombard-
ment reportedly killed hundreds in
Iran, including senior military com-
manders and nuclear scientists.
Iranian retaliation with missiles and
drones killed 28 people in Israel,
according to officials. The brief but
intense conflict ended with a cease-
fire on 24 June, which has held thus
far. Pezeshkian criticised Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s approach to the region,
accusing him of drawing the US into
endless conflict. “The US administra-
tion should refrain from getting

involved in a war that is not
America’s war, it is Netanyahu’s
war,” he warned.

He also addressed fears surround-
ing Iran’s nuclear intentions. “We
have never been after developing a
nuclear bomb,” he said, citing a reli-
gious decree by Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei forbidding
such weapons. Finally, Pezeshkian
sought to reassure Americans of
Iran’s posture. “Iran has never invad-
ed another country in the last 200
years,” he said, clarifying that slo-
gans like “Death to America” are
directed at perceived injustice and
aggression, not the American people
themselves.

The 12-day war between Iran and
Israel saw it, along with the US,
launching strikes on Iranian nuclear
facilities at Fordow, Isfahan and
Natanz. A ceasefire between Iran and
Israel has held since June 24. On June
16, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu did not rule out plans to
assassinate Iran’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, saying it
would “end the conflict” after reports
emerged at the time that US President
Donald Trump had vetoed the move.

During the interview with Carlson,
Pezeshkian accused Netanyahu of
pursuing his “own agenda” of “forev-
er wars” in the Middle East and urged
the US not to be dragged into it. “The
US administration should refrain
from getting involved in a war that is
not America’s war, it is Netanyahu’s
war,” he said.

“I believe the US president can
guide the region and the world to
peace and tranquillity, or, on the other
hand, to lead it to forever wars,”
Pezeshkian said. When asked about
giving up Iran’s nuclear programme,
Pezeshkian reiterated that Tehran was
not pursuing nuclear weapons, nor
was it in the past.

“Netanyahu, since 1984, has creat-
ed this false mentality that Iran seeks

a nuclear bomb … and it has put it in
the minds of every US president since
then,” the Iranian president said. “We
have never been after developing a
nuclear bomb … because this is
wrong and in contrast to the religious
decree which has been issued by his
eminence, the supreme leader of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. It is reli-
giously forbidden for us to go after a
nuclear bomb.”

When asked if Americans should
be afraid of Iran, Pezeshkian tried to
dispel those fears and said it was “a
very wrong impression” of Iranians.
“Iran has never invaded another
country in the last 200 years,” he
explained. He added that when
Iranians chanted, “Death to the
United States”, they did not mean
“death to the people or officials of the
United States”.

“They mean ‘death’ to crimes,
atrocities, bullying, to the use of force
and anyone who would become an
accomplice in crimes perpetrated by
others,” Pezeshkian stated. Later,
Pezeshkian said on X: “I told Tucker
Carlson: While we were negotiating
in good faith at the request of the US,
Netanyahu dropped bombs — literal-
ly — on diplomacy.

“Israel torpedoed the talks and
killed peace. The world should
remember who derailed the process,”
he wrote. The Iranian president said
that his country neither started the
war nor wanted it to continue. “From
day one, our policy has been clear:
unity at home, peace with our neigh-
bours, and stability in the region,”
Pezeshkian wrote. He noted that the
US must choose between reining in
Netanyahu or following him “into
another forever war”, adding that
only US President Donald Trump can
stop Netanyahu. Pezeshkian quoted
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as saying that American
investors “are welcome in Iran”. —
Agencies

Iran open to renewed
nuclear talks with US if
trust rebuilt: President

Humayun Khan

PESHAWAR: The Pesha-
war High Court (PHC) has
granted protective bail to
Advisor to the Chief
Minister on Population
Welfare Malak Laiqat Ali
and restrained authorities
from arresting him, on
M9nday.

PHC divisional bench
comprising of Justice
Sahibzada Asadullah and
Justice Dr. Khurshid Iqbal
heard the petition while
Alam Khan Adeenzai advo-
cate appeared on behalf of
petitioner.

Malik Liaqat Ali stated
that he has already spent
time in jail in 5 FIRs in
Islamabad and is now seek-
ing bail in KP. He empha-
sized that there is no differ-
ence of opinion within the
PTI, and the party is the
largest in the country. The
Advisor announced that a

new movement will be
launched for the release of
the party founder, which
will include protests. He
stated that if Amir Muqam's
hotel is lawful, they will
not interfere with his prop-
erty. However, Amir
Muqam has been a political
adversary in KP.

Court hear plea on
reserved seats distribu-
tion: The Peshawar High
Court (PHC) has
adjourned the hearing of a
petition filed by Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
against the allocation of
reserved seats until today
(Tuesday). The court has
directed that the case be
listed before Bench No. 3,
on Monday.

PMLN lawyer Amir
Javed advocate argued that
the party won 7 general
seats in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly,
but the Election Comm-

ission allocated only 8
reserved seats, which is
incorrect. The party actual-
ly won 6 seats, and one
independent MP joined
within three days.

The Election
Commission's lawyer,
Mohsin Kamran Siddique,
informed the court that a
similar petition has been
filed by ANP and was being
heard by Bench No. 3. He
requested a 3-day extension
to submit a response, but
the court directed him to
submit it by today (on
Tuesday).

The court adjourned the
hearing until today and
directed the Election
Commission to submit its
response by the end of the
day. However, Jammiat
Ulema Islam Fazal opposed
the writ petition as
Supreme Court of Pakistan
has already decided the
issue.

PHC grants protective
bail to KP CM Advisor

It was informed in the
meeting that the new risk
management system will
bring transparency to the
system, minimize human
intervention, and provide
ease to businessmen. With
the launch of the new sys-
tem, immediate and effec-
tive estimation of goods
and their cost will be possi-
ble, resulting in time sav-
ings. The meeting was fur-
ther informed that the
implementation of the new
system will reduce pressure
on customs officials,
enhance transparency and
efficiency, and facilitate
businessmen. 

PM Shehbaz Sharif
pointed out that reforms in
the FBR were among the
government's top priorities.
"By automating the tax sys-
tem, we are making it more
transparent and effective,"
the prime minister said
adding that the technology-
based modern system will
bring ease in doing busi-
ness and provide conven-
ience to taxpayers.

Due to reduced human
intervention, he said the

system will be more effi-
cient, saving both time and
money. The prime minister
directed to make the new
system integrated and sus-
tainable. He appreciated the
officers and staff who
worked on the development
of the new risk manage-
ment system.

The meeting was briefed
on video analytics-based
measures to increase tax
collection in the manufac-
turing sector. With this sys-
tem, tax collection in these
sectors will be automated
and conducted transparent-
ly, which will increase gov-
ernment revenue and allow
taxpayers to pay taxes with-
out human interference.
The meeting was also
informed that this system is
cost-effective and showed
98% efficiency during ini-
tial testing. 

The meeting also
reviewed the potential for
increased tax revenue fol-
lowing its implementation
in manufacturing sectors.
Minister for Finance
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Minister for Information
Attaullah Tarar, Chairman
FBR and other senior gov-

ernment officials attended
the meeting.

Tribute to Havaldar
Lalak Jan Shaheed paid:
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif paid tribute to
Havaldar Lalak Jan
Shaheed (Nishan-i-Haider)
on his martyrdom anniver-
sary, saying that during the
Kargil War, he thwarted the
enemy's nefarious designs
and made a great sacrifice
for the homeland.

The prime minister said
that the enemy's attacks
could not undermine the
courage of Havaldar Lalak
Jan Shaheed and that his
bravery, valour, and duti-
fulness served as a role
model for the younger gen-
eration. "The Pakistani
nation can never forget the
sacrifices of its martyrs.
The martyrs of the Pakistan
armed forces and their fam-
ilies are a source of pride
for me and the entire
nation," Prime Minister
Shehbaz remarked. He said
that the entire nation stood
shoulder to shoulder with
the Pakistan armed forces
in their unwavering resolve
to protect the beloved
homeland.

PM appreciates FBR, IB

F.P. Report

DUBAI: Ambassador
Faisal Niaz Tirmizi, Pakis-
tan's Envoy to the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), met
with H.E. Abdulla Nasser
Lootah, Deputy Minister of
Cabinet Affairs for
Competitiveness and
Experience Exchange,
UAE in Dubai today.

During the meeting,
Ambassador Tirmizi con-
veyed his gratitude to H.E.
Lootah for the opportunity
to engage in constructive
dialogue and underscored
the historic and fraternal
ties between Pakistan and
the UAE. He paid tribute to
the visionary leadership of
the UAE for fostering a
model of inclusive develop-
ment and harmony that
embraces people from
across the world, including
the large and vibrant
Pakistani diaspora.

The Ambassador also
extended appreciation to
the UAE Government for
hosting a High-Level
Pakistan Government dele-
gation led by Mr. Bilal
Azhar Kiyani, Minister of
State for Finance for

Finance and Railways and
Head of Prime Minister's
Delivery Unit. The delega-
tion participating in an
intensive two-day (8 & 9
July) experience exchange
program with various UAE
ministries and authorities,
focusing on innovation in
governance and public
service delivery.

H.E. Abdulla Nasser
Lootah reaffirmed the
UAE's commitment to
seamless cooperation with
Pakistan, particularly in
governance, public sector
competitiveness, and inno-
vation. He emphasized
Pakistan's significant
potential across multiple
sectors and reiterated the

UAE's willingness to
extend full support in col-
laborative endeavors. He
highlighted the importance
of mutual learning to gener-
ate solutions that benefit
both nations.

Ambassador Tirmizi
noted that Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has expressed
strong interest in learning
from the UAE's successful
tax automation systems to
enhance Pakistan's
domestic tax collection
capacity. He emphasized
the Prime Minister's direc-
tive to fully utilize this
opportunity for knowl-
edge and experience shar-
ing with the UAE.

Pakistan and UAE 
to deepen cooperation

Israel
launches
airstrikes
in Yemen

DUBAI (AP): Israel’s mili-
tary launched airstrikes
early Monday targeting
ports and facilities held by
Yemen’s Houthi rebels,
with the rebels responding
with missile fire targeting
Israel.

The attacks came after
an attack Sunday targeting
a Liberian-flagged ship in
the Red Sea that caught fire
and took on water, later
forcing its crew to abandon
the vessel. Suspicion for
the attack on the Greek-
owned bulk carrier Magic
Seas immediately fell on
the Houthis, particularly as
a security firm said it
appeared bomb-carrying
drone boats hit the ship
after it was targeted by
small arms and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades. The
rebels’ media reported on
the attack but did not claim
it. It can take them hours or
even days before they
acknowledge an assault.

A renewed Houthi cam-
paign against shipping
could again draw in US and
Western forces to the area,
particularly after President
Donald Trump targeted the
rebels in a major airstrike
campaign. The ship attack
comes at a sensitive
moment in the Middle East,
as a possible ceasefire in
the Israel-Hamas war hangs
in the balance and as Iran
weighs whether to restart
negotiations over its
nuclear program following
American airstrikes target-
ing its most-sensitive atom-
ic sites amid an Israeli war
against the Islamic
Republic. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu also was travel-
ing to Washington to meet
with Trump.

The Israeli military said
it struck Houthi-held ports
at Hodeida, Ras Isa and
Salif, as well as the Ras
Kanatib power plant.
“These ports are used by
the Houthi terrorist regime
to transfer weapons from
the Iranian regime, which
are employed to carry out
terrorist operations against
the state of Israel and its
allies,” the Israeli military
said.

The Israeli military also
said it struck the Galaxy
Leader, a vehicle-carrying
vessel that the Houthis
seized back in November
2023 when they began
their attacks in the Red
Sea corridor over the
Israel-Hamas war. “Houthi
forces installed a radar
system on the ship and
have been using it to track
vessels in the international
maritime arena to facili-
tate further terrorist activi-
ties,” the Israeli military
said. The Bahamas-flagg-
ed Galaxy Leader was
affiliated with an Israeli
billionaire. It said no
Israelis were on board.

SC issues new
Practice and
Procedure

rules for 2025
F.P. Report

ISLAMABAD: The Sup-
reme Court of Pakistan’s
Practice and Procedure
Committee has released its
new procedural framework
for 2025.

According to reports, the
rules were approved during
a committee meeting
chaired by Chief Justice of
Pakistan Yahya Afridi, and
are now in effect under the
Supreme Court Practice and
Procedure Act, 2023. The
committee overseeing these
changes includes Justice
Yahya Afridi as chair, along
with Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah and Justice Aminuddin
Khan. According to the offi-
cial notification, the Chief
Justice of Pakistan can con-
vene committee meetings
either physically or virtually.

A minimum of two mem-
bers is required for the meet-
ing to proceed. The Supreme
Court committee will now
form benches either monthly
or every 15 days under the
updated system. Once a
bench is constituted, it can-
not be altered unless the pro-
cedure specifically allows it. 

Additionally, any change
in the chairman or a member
of the committee does not
invalidate the existing bench
formation. In situations
where the Chief Justice is
abroad or unavailable, a spe-
cial committee may be
formed. This special com-
mittee will be empowered to
make changes to the bench
in cases of a judge’s illness,
absence, resignation, or
death.

Opp leader
calls on KP
Governor

F.P. Report

PESHAWAR: Leader of
the Opposition in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly,
Dr. Ibadullah, visited
Governor House and met
with Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi on Monday.
The meeting was also
attended by Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
President Muhammad Ali
Shah Bacha.

During the meeting, the
overall political situation in
the province was discussed
in detail. Dr. Ibad briefed
the governor on ongoing
coordination and mutual
engagement among mem-
bers of opposition parties.
The two leaders also
exchanged views on the
recent outreach by inde-
pendent members of the
provincial assembly and
deliberated on the upcom-
ing Senate elections.

The meeting highlighted
the evolving political
dynamics in the province
and emphasized the impor-
tance of dialogue and coor-
dination among stakehold-
ers. Meanwhile, the delega-
tion of the All Pakistan
Commercial Exporters
Association (APCEA), led
by Chairman Iftikhar
Ahmad, called on
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi at the Governor
House.

The delegation included
former Chairman Mushtaq
Ahmad, Rashid Qadeer
Mir, Zulfiqar Ahmad
Siddiqui, Senior Vice
Chairman Hanan Khan,
Executive Member Farooq
Zaman Shah, and Haji
Nazirullah. During the
meeting, the delegation
briefed the Governor on
several key issues faced by
exporters in the province.

They urged the removal
of the one percent cess on
exports from the province
and called for the develop-
ment and operationaliza-
tion of the Peshawar Dry
Port. They also requested
permission to hold
APCEA’s Gold Medal
Award ceremony at the
Governor House.

Other issues highlighted
included the need to estab-
lish a clear mechanism for
the import of gemstones
through the Torkham bor-
der from Afghanistan, the
removal of obstacles in the
free movement of gem-
stones, and the unfriendly
behavior of local authori-
ties towards foreign and
Gilgi t -Bal t i s tan-based
gemstone traders.

ISLAMABAD: A view of vehicles’ passing through accumulated rainwater
during heavy downpour in Capital.
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